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INTRODUCTION

•The Shipbuilders of Aberdeen Project.

•Stan Bruce and Hall Russell Ltd.

•Walter Hood & Co. - Builder of ‘Thermopylae’.

•My Top 16 Aberdeen Built Ships (out of 3,000+).



THE SHIPBUILDERS OF ABERDEEN PROJECT
www.electricscotland.com
https://www.electricscotland.com/history/aberdeen/aberdeenshipbuilding.htm

My personal project.

1st Volume uploaded in 2018.

Currently - 20 Shipbuilding volumes in pdf for free read or download.

1,742 pages uploaded so far, more to follow.

http://www.electricscotland.com/
https://www.electricscotland.com/history/aberdeen/aberdeenshipbuilding.htm
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Coming Soon



Hall Russell Ltd.
1980 to 1991.
Ship Draughtsman / 
Assistant Construction 
Manager.

On Sea trials off Aberdeen.

Walter Hood’s 
Yard was here.

c1984



HMS Alderney.

The first vessel I saw in Hall Russell’s.

Name Date Built Name Date 

Built
HMS Orkney (P299). 1976 HMS Lindisfarne (P300). 1978
HMS Jersey (P295). 1976 HMS Anglesey (P277). 1979
HMS Guernsey (P297). 1977 HMS Alderney (P278). 1979
HMS Shetland (P298). 1977

ISLAND CLASS



Castle Class

HMS Leeds Castle,
Launched 29th Oct. 1980.
First vessel I saw 
launched.

HMS Dumbarton Castle, 
Launched 3rd June 1981.



Peacock Class
Hong Kong Patrol Craft
HMS PEACOCK (1983)
HMS PLOVER (1984)
HMS STARLING (1984)
HMS SWALLOW (1984)
HMS SWIFT (1985)



MOORING AND SALVAGE VESSELS

Launch of the RMAS Salmaid (1986).

3 built, the other 2 were Salmaster (1986) and Salmoor (1985).

Stan Bruce at the launch of RMAS Salmaid.



Supply Vessels
Top Stan Bruce and
Ballantine x 2

Bottom
Skandi Falcon,
Far Viscount / 
Seaforth Viscount



St Sunniva III.

Converted, 
ex MV Panther.





https://www.scottishfield.co.uk/culture/the-150th-birthday-of-the-
fastest-clipper-to-sail-the-seas/

https://www.scottishfield.co.uk/culture/the-150th-birthday-of-the-fastest-clipper-to-sail-the-seas/




The End of Hall Russell Ltd., Shipbuilders, Aberdeen.
1988, Nov.: Hall Russell went into liquidation during the build of yard No. 
1000, ‘RMS St Helena’ ferry (£19 million).

1989, Feb.: A& P Appledore (Aberdeen) Ltd. took over the yard and the 
contract for ‘RMS St Helena’ (now £31 million).

1989, 31st October: ‘RMS St Helena’ was launched.

1990, September: ‘RMS St Helena’ delivered.

1989: ‘St Ola’, yard No. 1001, refit and stability sponsons fitted (£1/2 
million).

1990: Yard No. 1002 an Ulstein 704 hull was launched, which was fitted 
out in Norway and named ‘Skandi Falcon’.

1991, Feb.: I left A&P Appledore (Aberdeen) Ltd. and joined Det Norske 
Veritas (DNV) as a surveyor.  Currently - Principal Surveyor.

1992: A&P Appledore (Aberdeen) Ltd. closed early in 1992, equipt was 
auctioned March 1992.



STANDBY SAFETY VESSEL



Walter Hood & Co. - Builder of Thermopylae.

• In business 1839 to 1881, and built 100 sailing vessels.

• George Thompson Jnr. was a partner.

• 1851 census states Walter Hood employed 120 workers.

• Built ‘Thermopylae’ (991 tons) in 1868.

• From c1866, Cornelius Thompson designed many of the vessels.

• Cornelius assisted Bernard Waymouth in the ‘Thermopylae’ design.

• Walter Hood built 43 ships for the Aberdeen Line (George Thompson 
Jnr. & Co.), plus another 14 ships part-owned or owned by George 
Thompson Jnr.

• Built vessels of wood, composite and iron.  (No engines).

• Biggest vessel built – ‘Aristides’ (1,721 tons) built of iron in 1876.



Walter Hood.
Born 20th August 1802 in Brechin.

Died in 27th December 1862 in Aberdeen.

Buried in the Nellfield Cemetery, Aberdeen.

Also buried here:

William Henderson (Shipowner).

Cornelius Thompson (Shipowner) and family.

J. T. Rennie (Shipowner).

Alexander Duthie (Shipbuilder and shipowner).

John Duthie of Cairnbulg.



Cutty Sark, link to Aberdeen.
Designer – Hercules Linton (1837 to 1900).  Born at Inverbervie.

1855, 1st January: Linton, aged 19-years was apprenticed to Alexander 
Hall & Co., Shipbuilders, York Street, Footdee, Aberdeen, for six years.

1868, May: Linton entered a shipbuilding partnership with William 
Dundas Scott-Moncrieff to form the firm of Scott and Linton, Shipbuilders 
of Dumbarton.  It was there in 1869 where he designed, and they partly-
built the composite-hulled 3-masted ship the ‘Cutty Sark’ (963 tons) 
before going out of business in September 1869. 

1869, December: Linton joined Leckie, Wood & Munro, Torry, Aberdeen 
as the head of the modelling and design department, left after 4-months.

Followed in his father’s footsteps as a ship surveyor.  His father worked in 
Banff and Fraserburgh as a ship surveyor.
(More info in my Leckie, Wood and Munro book).



My Top 16 Aberdeen Built Ships.
Out of 3,000+

(> 1 million tons)

In chronological order.



Queen of Scotland.

1827 Queen of Scotland

(304 tons).

John Duffus & Co., 

Footdee.

1st steamship built in

Aberdeen.

Paddle Steamer 
built for 
Aberdeen & 
London Steam 
Navigation Co.
(John Duffus & 
Co., managers).



Scottish Maid.

1839 Scottish Maid, 

Topsail Schooner 

(142 tons)

Alexander Hall 

& Co., Footdee.

1st sailing ship built with what was

to become known as an ‘Aberdeen

Bow’.

As painted by J. Fanner 1888.



John Garrow.

1840 John Garrow, ship 

(555 tons).

John Ronald & Co., 

Footdee.

1st Iron vessel built in

Aberdeen.



Lady Franklin.

1850 Lady Franklin, 

Brig (201 tons).

Walter Hood & 

Co., Footdee.

Sailed in 1850 /1851

Franklin search

expedition to the Arctic.



Mimosa.

1853 Mimosa, 

ship, (447 

tons NM).

Alexander Hall & 

Co., Footdee.

1865: She carried the first

153 Welsh colonists to

Patagonia, South America.

Today – 50,000 
Welsh descendants 
with 5,000 of them 
speaking Welsh live 
in Patagonia.



Schomberg.

1855 Schomberg, 

ship (2,600 

tons).

Alexander Hall 

& Co., Footdee.

Largest sailing ship built in

Aberdeen, 2,284 tons (NM) /

2,600 tons (OM) & 288 feet long.

Sank on her maiden 
voyage at Victoria, 
Australia.

Owner: Black Ball 
Line.
Master – Captain 
Forbes.



Thermopylae.

1868 Thermopylae, 

ship (947 tons).

Walter Hood & Co., 

Footdee.

Fastest clipper ship that

ever sailed.

Painting by F. W. 
Coombes.

John Pinches Ltd. trinket box, 1980.



Samuel Plimsoll.

1873 Samuel 

Plimsoll, Ship, 

(1,520 tons)

Walter Hood & 

Co., Footdee.

She had the Plimsoll load line

fitted, when built, before the

government Act of 1876.

MP Samuel Plimsoll. 
Typical load line.

Owned by GTJ.
Shows he was a 
responsible shipowner.



Elissa.

1877

Elissa, barque (430 tons).

Alexander Hall & Co., Footdee.

The only 19th century Aberdeen built

sailing ship still sailing.

Currently berthed in Galveston, Texas.

Photo by Steve Canup



Cretetree.

1919 Cretetree, 

Barge (1,000 

tons).

Aberdeen Concrete 

Shipbuilding Co., 

Torry.

1st concrete-hulled vessel built

in Aberdeen. Currently used

as a jetty at Scalpay, Harris.

Photo by Marc Calhoun.



St Sunniva II.

1931 St. Sunniva (II), 

passenger/cargo 

(1,368 tons) .

Hall, Russell 

& Co., Ltd., 

Footdee.

Most beautiful ship ever built

in Aberdeen. (Stan’s opinion).

Owned by the 
North of Scotland & 
Orkney & Shetland 
Steam Navigation 
Company.
She sank Jan. 1943, 
overcome with ice.



Acklam Cross.

1933 Acklam Cross, 

Tug (150 tons).

Hall, Russell & Co., 

Ltd., Footdee.

1st diesel / electric vessel

built in Aberdeen.

Earliest 
diesel/electric 
vessel I could 
find was the 
‘Vandal’ Built 
in Russia in 
1903.



FRV Sir William Hardy (Rainbow Warrior).

1955 FRV Sir William Hardy, 

(418 tons).

Hall, Russell 

& Co., Ltd., 

Footdee.

1978: bought by

Greenpeace and renamed

‘Rainbow Warrior’.

10th July 1985 she was 
bombed in Auckland 
Harbour, New Zealand 
by French agents.

Amsterdam 1981 - Photo by Nans Van Dijk.



Lady Alison.

1965 Lady Alison, 

OSV (854 

tons).

Hall, Russell 

& Co., Ltd., 

Footdee.

1st Oil Supply Vessel built in

Aberdeen for the North Sea.



Thameshaven.

1971 Thameshaven, cargo 

vessel (8,992 tons).

Hall, Russell & Co., 

Ltd., Footdee.

Largest vessel ever

built in Aberdeen.



RMS St Helena.

1990 RMS St. Helena, 

passenger/cargo 

vessel (6,876 tons).

Hall Russell Ltd., 

Footdee.

Last ocean-going ship built

(fully completed) in Aberdeen.

Stan Bruce



Thanks.
Thanks to Ricky Somerville and Gavin Gatt of Weldtech Services, Mains 
of Cairnorrie, Methlick, AB41 7DA, who as a personal favour to me cut 
the plaque free of charge showing the ‘Thermopylae’ leading the 
‘Cutty Sark’ for erection at Footdee.

Ricky and Gavin also cut the plaque for the 150th Anniversary of the 
launch of the ‘Thermopylae’, in 2018, again free of charge, which is 
sited in the old bus shelter at the bottom of York Street, Footdee.

“The staff at Weldtech Services support the role that the maritime 
industry has played in shaping the North East's past and future and this 
plaque is gifted to show our gratitude to our forefathers and all the 
people who remain passionate about promoting our heritage to future 
generations.” Ricky Somerville.

www.precisionwaterjetcut.co.uk

Office Tel.: (01651) 806569 / sales@precisionwaterjetcut.co.uk

http://www.precisionwaterjetcut.co.uk/
mailto:sales@precisionwaterjetcut.co.uk


Some links if you’re interested 
in finding out more.

https://futureoftheocean.com/stan-bruce

https://www.electricscotland.com/history/aberdeen/
aberdeenshipbuilding.htm

https://electricscotland.com/poetry/banff/story4.htm

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/stan-bruce-52043141

https://poetrypoem.com/cgi-
bin/index.pl?sitename=bardofbanff&item=home

https://futureoftheocean.com/stan-bruce
https://www.electricscotland.com/history/aberdeen/aberdeenshipbuilding.htm
https://electricscotland.com/poetry/banff/story4.htm
https://uk.linkedin.com/in/stan-bruce-52043141
https://poetrypoem.com/cgi-bin/index.pl?sitename=bardofbanff&item=home

