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This volume is dedicated with reverextia respect
TO THE PATRIOTS

who, in the council and on the field, piedged Xfe 2 Sorrrme
to the Cause of the Confederate States of America ;

TO THE DAUGHTERS OF THE CONFEDERACY

who, endowed with the self-sacrificing virtues of helr sbie
mothers, are doing so much for the preservation aar! perpetea-
tion of the true history of the causes and conduct of the War
between the States ; and

TO THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS

upon whom devolves the grave duty of vindicating their fathers
against the calumny of rebellion and treason, and upon whise
wisdom and patriotism largely rests the bope of this great Ke-
public.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

In offering to the public my Memoirs, it is proper for me to
state the purposes which induced me to undertake their prepa-
ration. First, my hope is that by example I may stimulate
youthful readers to honorable aspirations ; and second, it is my
desire to show by authentic documents, Confederate and Fed-
eral, the justice of the cause of the late Confederate States.
Subsidiary to these two purposes is one which I think has been
partially fulfilled—to give a more or less connected record of
the events of my own time.

It is not the purpose of the author to revive the controversies
of the past, but simply to perform what he believes to be a duty
to a brave, self-sacrificing and patriotic people. My own record
since the war, whether as a private citizen or as a State or
Federal official, shows, I think, that I accepted in good faith
the legitimate results of the war, and that I have constantly
sought to promote the welfare of the whole country. It is my
country—I am proud of it, and rejoice in its achievements.
While at times I am somewhat disheartened by the apparent
changes in the character and administration of the Federal Gov-
ernment from what they were in my early political experience,
I still look forward hopefully to the time when they shall be
brought back to their original simplicity and purity. And I can-
not avoid a somewhat painful solicitude as to the future of the
growing conflict between labor and capital.

With material at hand which would have required a number
of volumes, I submit this one, for want of time and means to
completeamore extended and systematic work,with a full knowl-
edge of its imperfections. .

My endeavor has been to conform to the truth of history,
and to make no truce with error by compromise. And while
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dealing to some extent with controverted questions, I try to be
just and fair, invoking the charitable judgment of those who
may read it.

If a question should be made as to the propriety of my em-
bracing in the book a number of my speeches and letters of the
past, I offer as a reason for this that they present a living por-
traiture of most important events, drawn when they were occur-
ring, and are not an afterthought designed to sustain a theory.
They convey a clearer idea of the events referred to than could
be expected from statements made at this time in relation to
them.



EDITOR’S PREFACE

It was with considerable trepidation that I undertook to edit
Judge Reagan’s manuscript. This was in part due to my great
respect for his ability and character, but above all to my fear
that the inherent difficulties of the task would prove in a degree
insuperable.

Four months at Fort Houston in daily contact with the Nestor
of Southern statesmen have only served to add to my apprecia-
tion of the man, and therefore to impress me more deeply with
the seriousness of my undertaking. His constructive genius for
government, his whole-souled devotion to duty, his firm adher-
ence to principle, his unswerving attachment to his friends, his
intense belief in the rightfulness of the cause of the South, the
solidarity of his achievements—all lead me to bow reverently
before the summing up of so much of the labors of his life as is
shown in this volume.

As for the difficulties which were anticipated, I think it may
be safely said that they have been in the main surmounted. It
is due to the author and myself to state that the text of the
work is Judge Reagan’s; and that I edited it no further than
was deemed necessary for clearness. My theory has been that
the story and its telling should be his—that, in a sense, is the
man. The stylistic qualities of rugged forcefulness, of incisive
vernacular, in his writings, are indices of his nature.

Texas, the South, the Union ought to be proud of the grand
“Old Roman,” as he has been called. Handicapped by poverty
and lack of education he began the business of life in the wilds
of Texas while it was still a Republic, and in time rose from
surveyor to legislator, from district judge to Congressman, from
Congressman to Postmaster-General of the Confederacy. The
best of him was given to the “Lost Cause”—and there lies the
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heart of his Memoirs. His later career in the House and Senate
of the United States was conspicuous in its many-sided activity,
and his service as chairman of the Commerce Committee was
characterized by an intense interest in the commercial welfare of
the whole country.

Not the least of the sacrifices which the Senator has made
in responding to the call of the State was his resigning from
the Senate to accept the post of chairman of the Texas Rail-
road Commission. And here his public service ended. Truly
may it be said that he is

“One who never turned his back but marched breast forward,
Never doubted clouds would break,
Never dreamed, tho’ right were worsted, wrong would triumph,
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better,
Sleep to wake.”



INTRODUCTION

The Civil War has been by no means an experience wholly
evil for the South. Out of its wreck and ruin have come a
clearer understanding and a deeper sense both of the strength
and the weakness of Southern civilization, and it thus remains
an invaluable lesson to all who are concerned in its results.
One of the best things, however, that have come of it is the
thoroughly tested character of some of the leaders in council
and in the field on both sides during that period of storm
and stress. This is a matter of supreme social consequence;
for the heroes of a people establish its standards of conduct and
of aspiration. And one of the happiest results of the reconcilia-
tion of North and South and the growing sense of harmony in
the true interests and ideals of the sections is that pride in the
achievements of the really great men whom the war brought
to the front is no longer confined to one part of the United
States for some and to another for the rest, but has become an
uplifting influence that pervades the entire nation.

Among those on whom the severe tests of the last half century
have left the indubitable stamp of greatness is John H. Reagan.
While yet living he had won a place among the foremost in the
reverential regard of those who knew him; and with the lapse
of time, as the perspective grows clearer and his work is better
understood, he must be seen in a still more favorable light.
None was more unfaltering in his adherence to principle, none
more consistent in his devotion to the popular interest or more
effective in its support; and, though his efforts often ended in
failure, his strength and capacity for leadership are beyond
question.

But some will say that his most strenuous efforts were put
forth to destroy the Union, and that the people of the nation
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cannot therefore join in doing honor to hie memory or com-
mending his conduct to the young men and boys of America
as worthy of imitation. Such an argument, however, involves
an assumption concerning his motives that is at once inaccurate
and unfair. He loved the Union with all the warmth of his
patriotic nature, and no man was further than he from seeking
its dissolution as an end in itself. He would consent to dis-
solve it only for the sake of what was to him a still higher
ideal—the sovereignty of the States. Considering his point of
view and the conditions under which his political philosophy
took shape, there needs no elaborate disquisition on the con-
stitutional law of the United States to show the injustice of
regarding his attitude as treasonable. Nor should it be for-
gotten that, when his theory of the nature of the Union,
already weakened by natural economic and political tendencies
toward centralization, went down before the strongest on the
battlefield, he accepted the result in good faith and remained
a loyal American citizen. To himself, this was no enforced
conversion, but simply steadfastness to one of the prime articles
of his old political creed. The fact which stands dominant in
determining the significance of his career is that he was faithful
to his convictions. No true man can be less; and herein his
example commends itself to all.

Judge Reagan did not come of the aristocratic slave-holding
class of the Old South, but was born and reared in comparative
poverty. No strong bond, therefore, of material interest held
him to the spot of his birth, and in early youth the search for
larger opportunity carried him to Texas. What difficulties he
had there to overcome, and how he achieved success in spite
of them all, is clearly evident from his own narrative, which
need not be anticipated here.

Suffice it to say that his environment was such as strongly
to develop his native instinct of rugged self-dependence, and
this became one of his most prominent characteristics. He was
always ready to take upon himself the burdens of others, but
he sought no help in carrying his own. None ever accepted



INTRODUCTION 19

such responsibilities as fell to him with greater bravery and
determination, or bore them in manlier fashion. It was no vain
show of loyalty, but consistent obedience to the dictates of his
heart and conscience that led him to ask, when he was captured
along with President Davis, that he might share the fortunes of
his fallen chief. How little of demagoguery or selfish ambition
was in him is shown by his Fort Warren letter, whose distasteful
advice to the people of Texas seemed at the time to have broken
completely the hold of its writer upon them, and by his refusal
to accept the governorship of the State by appointment of the
Federal authorities during the period of Reconstruction.

Judge Reagan died without an apology for his record, and in
complete willingness to be judged thereby. The impartial ver-
dict of history may find in it mistakes, but no cowardice or con-
scious wrong. May his type of pure, robust, and strenuous
manhood never fail among those for whom his work was done.

GEORGE P. GARRISON.



MEMOIRS BY JOHN H. REAGAN

CHAPTER 1
YouTH AND EARLY EXPERIENCES

I was born in Sevier County, Tennessee, on the 8th day of
October, 1818, and was the first child of a family of six,
five sons and one daughter. My father’s name was Timothy
R. Reagan; my mother’s maiden name was Elizabeth Lusk.
Of the four lines of my ancestors, the Reagans were Irish,
the Lusks, English; the Robertses, Welsh, and the Schutzes,
German. Each of these branches was living in the Amer-
ican colonies prior to the Revolution. Members of each of
these families came over the mountains into what is now
Tennessee, then a part of the State of North Carolina. My
great-grandfather, Timothy Reagan, was a soldier in the
Revolution, and was seriously wounded at the battle of
Brandywine. Later, he removed to what was then called the
West and aided in the building of Lawson’s Fort, on a site
about four miles from the present. town of Sevierville, when
the Indians still occupied that country. It was the first fort
built in that quarter, now Sevier County; and my grand-
father, Richard Reagan, was one of the first white children
born there. My father and I were also born in the same
neighborhood.

In my youth, when not at school,—and I first attended
Nancy Academy at Sevierville,—I worked in my father’s
tanyard; and later, when his fortunes were changed, on his
farm. My father became involved in financial troubles, and
was unable to give his children such education as he had
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intended. When I was about sixteen years of age I under-
took the task of securing an education, and began it by
hiring myself to Major John Walker for one year at farm
work, at nine dollars a month, payable in corn at two
shillings a bushel. This corn I sold at twenty-five cents,
which reduced my pay to but a little over seven dollars per
month. With the proceeds of the sale of my corn I pur-
chased clothing and books, which by working Saturdays,
and mornings and evenings to pay for my board, enabled
me to attend Boyd’s Creek Academy two sessions.

At the end of the second session John Brabson employed
me to take a flatboat load of produce for him down the
French Broad and Tennessee rivers to north Alabama. I
was fortunate in finding a good market for the produce, and
sold it and the boat. He then engaged me for twelve months
to take charge of a large set of flouring and saw mills. The
earnings of that year enabled me to attend the Marysville
Seminary (now college) for two sessions. On returning to
Sevier County my old employer, Major Walker, engaged
me for a few months as salesman and bookkeeper in his
country store at Fair Garden. In order to obtain more
profitable employment to enable me to graduate from the
Seminary, I went south, floating down the French Broad and
Tennessee rivers in a flatboat to Decatur, Alabama.

There a Mr. Bishop, with whom I had become acquainted,
proposed to take me in partnership with him in the retail
liquor business, he to furnish house, fixtures and liquors, and
I to attend to sales, the profits to be divided equally between
us. I declined his proposition, which would have yielded
me a handsome income, because I did not wish to engage in
that sort of business, or to be brought in contact with the
people who for the most part frequent such places.

From Decatur I took my first ride on a railroad to Tus-
cumbia, Alabama; thence, partly by stage coach, and partly
on foot I made my way to Memphis, Tennessee, which was
then (the winter of 1838) but a village of small houses
scattered upon a bluff of the Mississippi River. From
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Memphis I took deck passage on a passenger steamboat,
and reached the city of Natchez with fifty cents in my
pocket. I visited a number of business houses, seeking
employment, but was told by those in authority that the
cotton season was far advanced and that they needed no
additional help.

After tramping some time I came to the store of a gentle-
man, who I afterwards learned had gone through such
an experience as I was then having. He told me that it was
too late in the season for me to expect to get employment
as a clerk, but suggested that if I was qualified to teach,
I might find a place with a Mrs. Perkins. I had with me
letters from the president and professors of the Seminary
recommending me as competent to teach; so I acted on his
suggestion, and went to see her. On the way, when I had
got out of the city, overcome by a feeling of helplessness,
among strangers in a strange land, and without money
enough to pay for a night’s lodging, I sat down by the
roadside and took a hearty cry. This seemed to relieve
me.

When I reached the home of Mrs. Perkins she told me
she wanted a teacher, and had agreed with two or three of
her neighbors that they should jointly employ one. She re-
quested that I should go to Mr. Jackson, a neighbor, and that
he would make the necessary arrangements with me. I
called on him that evening, and offered to show him the
testimonials as to my qualifications to teach. He said he
did not care to look at them; that he had never known any
one to offer bad testimonials. I told him I was without
money and that it was important to me to know as soon
as might be convenient, whether I was to get employment.
He suggested that I should remain with him that night,
and he would see what could be done. I may here state that
he was a brother to Governor Jackson of the State of Mis-
souri; and, as he told me, he had gone through an interesting
experience. He said that he and two others, boys of about
his age, had been bound out to learn the trade of plasterers
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and painters in St. Louis, but that they had run away. He
had begun life in Natchez as a brickmaker; had prospered
and married. His wife was a lady of considerable fortune,
I learned afterward.

The next morning he told me they would employ me
as teacher, but that if I preferred he could do better for
me, and would give me five hundred dollars to oversee
his men until the end of the year. This seemed to me very
liberal, but I stated to him that I had no experience in
the management of a farm, or of negroes. He said he would
be at home all the time, and that if I needed advice I might
call on him. I accepted his offer and found him to be a very
agreeable man. During the following April, however, the
men complained of not having meat enough; whereupon I
called Mr. Jackson’s attention to their wants. He declined
to satisfy them, and I refused to continue in his service.

I left Natchez on a Red River steamboat, intending to
see General Thomas of Alexandria, Louisiana, who, like
myself, was a native of Sevier County, Tennessee, and who
was an extensive sugar planter, in the hope that he might
aid me in securing a position. On the boat I met with a
Colonel Strode who lived in Nacogdoches, Texas. He as-
certained that I was seeking employment, and offered me
eight hundred dollars a year if I would go to Nacogdoches
and sell goods for him, stating that he was a merchant. I
was pleased with this offer, and agreed to go to Texas
instead of stopping at Alexandria. There were a number
of people on the boat going to Texas—a Mr. Griffith and his
family, the Anglins, H. Clay and Dick Davis, and others.
We went together overland from Natchitoches toward the
new Republic, which had so recently won its independence.
We reached the Sabine River, and camped on the bank,
and there met a gentleman by the name of Patterson, who
lived at Nacogdoches. He learned from the company that
I was going to Texas to sell goods for Colonel Strode,
with whom he was acquainted. He thereupon informed
me that I had been deceived by Colonel Strode; that it was
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true he had a very small assortment of goods at his country
home, but did not have eight hundred dollars worth, and
was a man without credit. I called the Colonel’s attention
to this statement, and he got out of the false position by
seeming to get mad.

I thought I would return, but my comrades, and especially
Mr. H. Clay Davis, urged me, as I was on the border of
Texas, to go on and see something of the country. So I
crossed the Sabine River at Myrick’s Ferry on the 29th of
May, 1839, having with me a few articles of clothing tied
up in a handkerchief, and a ten-dollar bill on the Holly
Springs Bank of Mississippi, which was worth but fifty cents
on the dollar—practically my all in the world. At this time
there were probably not one hundred thousand white people
in the Republic. There were but twenty-six States in the
Union; there was not a railroad west of the Alleghany
Mountains; there was but one in Georgia, and but a short
line, forty-four miles long, around the Muscle Shoals of the
Tennessee River. The postage on letters of a half-ounce
weight, between Texas and the United States, was almost
prohibitory. The inland postage on such a letter in the
United States was twenty-five cents; the ship postage (for
our mail matter came largely by way of the Gulf of Mexico)
was twenty-five cents; and the inland postage in Texas was
twenty-five cents, making a total charge of seventy-five cents.

In Shelby County I met the Hon. Isaac W. Burton, a
senator of the Republic of Texas, who, after making kindly
inquiries of me, invited me to the home of Mr. Martin Lacy,
his father-in-law, where he lived in the western part of
Nacogdoches County. I went on foot to Mr. Lacy’s, stop-
ping for the night at the residence of a Mr. Nations, three
miles from San Augustine. While at supper he came in
from town and stated that a man had been killed there that
day. I passed through San Augustine the next morning,
and stopped for the night at the residence of Colonel Steel,
ten or twelve miles west of the town. I was sitting on his
porch with two or three others, when Colonel Steel reached
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home from San Augustine and announced the killing of two
more men there. I made a sort of involuntary exclamation
of surprise that three men should have been killed in two
days. Colonel Steel said to me, “Young man, where are you
from?” I answered that I was from East Tennessee.
“Well,” he said, “this may sound strange to one from that
country ; but from the example of murders in this community
not much harm comes; in these cases one desperado kills
another.” Such was my introduction into the Republic of
Texas. -



CHAPTER II
THE CHEROKEE CAMPAIGN

During the month of June, 1839, Mr. Lacy, who was the
Indian agent for the Cherokee tribe of Indians, then occupy-.
ing the territory now known as Cherokee and Smith counties,
was the bearer of a communication to Chief Bowles from
Mirabeau B. Lamar, who had been inaugurated President,
December 10, 1838. That communication recited that in
1836 the Cherokees had assembled on the San Antonio road,
east of the Neches River,—when the people of Texas were
flying to escape General Santa Anna’s invading army,—for
the purpose of attacking the Texans if Santa Anna should be
successful ; that the Cherokees had massacred a number of
white people, and had stolen the horses of the Texas people.
It further recited that in the previous February General Ed-
ward Burleson had captured some Mexicans and Cherokee
Indians on the upper Colorado on their way from Mexico to
Chief Bowles, carrying to him a commission as colonel in the
Mexican army, with instructions for his cooperation with
a Mexican force which was to invade Texas the coming
spring, and also taking with them powder and lead for
Bowles.* President Lamar said in his message that Texas
could not permit such an enemy to live in the heart of the Re-
public, and that the Cherokees must go to the north of the
Red River, peaceably if they would, by compulsion if they
must. It was also stated in this message that the President
had appointed six men with authority to value the immovable
property of the Indians,—not lands, but the improvements,—
and to pay them for these in money ; and that they might take

*This affair is generally known as “Cordova’s Rebellion.”
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all their movable property with them in safety. Iknew some
of these commissioners; among them was Judge Noble, a
most estimable man, then of Nacogdoches, but who after-
wards lived in the city of Houston.

It is proper for me to say that this statement as to the con-
tents of the communication from President Lamar to Chief
Bowles has been criticised. I understand, however, that my
account is sustained by documents in the archives of Texas.
Be this as it may, the message read to Bowles was in sub-
stance as I have related. The Hon. W. G. W. Jowers and I
accompanied the agent, and Dr. Jowers has confirmed my
statement of this case; and it is corroborated by those fa-
miliar with the times. The attitude of the Cherokees during
the Mexican invasion of 1836 was common and current in-
formation with those dwelling in east Texas. The stealing
of horses from the whites was admitted by Bowles at the
conference, but he claimed that the outrages were perpetrated
by wild Indians who came through his territory. However,
the practice of the Indians had been made clear by the mas-
sacre of the Killough and Williams families in 1837, in the
Saline settlement. This stirred the whole Republic.

But as to the interview itself. When we reached the resi-
dence of Bowles, he invited the agent, the interpreter, Jowers,
and myself to a fine spring near his house, where he and
others seated themselves on a fallen tree. The President’s
message was then read and interpreted by one Cordray, a
half-breed Mexican. In the conversation which followed,
Bowles stated that he could not make a definite answer as to
abandoning the country until he could consult his chiefs and
head men; so it was agreed that he might have time for such
a consultation. If I remember correctly, about ten days was
the limit set.

At the expiration of the time, Dr. Jowers and I again ac-
companied Mr. Lacy and his interpreter to the residence of
Bowles. In the conversation which ensued, Bowles stated
that his young men were for war, and that they believed that
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they could whip the whites. He said all the council was for
war except himself and Big Mush, one of his chiefs. He said
he knew that in the end the whites would whip them, but, he
added, “It will cost you a bloody frontier war for ten years.”
He also said that while he did not concur in the judgment of
his tribe, he had led them many years since separating from
the main tribe of the Cherokees, first in Lost Prairie, Arkan-
sas, and afterwards at the Three Forks of the Trinity, the
country now surrounding the city of Dallas. He said he had
tried to hold that country for his tribe, but that other Indians
claimed it as a common hunting ground, and that in the
course of three years they had killed about a third of his war-
riors; that then, with the consent of Mexico, he had settled
near the Spanish fort at Nacogdoches. He no doubt had the
consent of the Mexican authorities, as he says, to settle there;
but he did not thereby acquire the sovereignty of the soil;
was simply a settler without title. He also declared that Gen-
eral Houston had confirmed their right to that country by
treaty. '

There was this much foundation for the statement: The
General Council of the provisional government of Texas had
empowered General Houston and Colonel Forbes to treat
with the Cherokees in order to keep them quiet and to pre-
vent their cooperation with the Mexican army, and on Feb-
ruary 22, 1836, they did agree to a treaty; but when it was
laid before the convention which assembled March 1, 1836,
for the purpose of framing a constitution for the Republic of
Texas, the treaty was rejected. So that the Cherokees were
still merely tenants at the will of the sovereign and without
title.

During this conference Chief Bowles told Mr. Lacy that
he had been in correspondence, for many years, with John
Ross, chief of the principal tribe of the Cherokees, with a
view to uniting the two tribes and going to California, out of
reach of the white people, and offered to show the corre-
spondence. But Mr. Lacy waived the production of it.
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Bowles asked time for his people to make and gather their
crops, but was informed by Mr. Lacy that he had no au-
thority to act outside of the letter of the President. Bowles
said if he fought, the whites would kill him; and if he refused
to fight, his own people would kill him. He added that to
him personally it mattered little, that he was eighty-three
years old, and by the laws of nature could live but little
longer; but that he felt a great interest in the future of his
wives (he had three of them) and his children. His tribe,
he said, had always been true to him, and though he differed
with them in opinion, he would stand by them. The council
ended with the understanding that war was to follow.

These conferences produced a strong impression on my
mind, for two reasons. The first was, that neither the agent
nor the chief could read or write, except that Mr. Lacy could
sign his name mechanically ; and neither could speak the lan-
guage of the other. The second was the frankness and dig-
nity with which the negotiations were carried on—neither
tried to disguise his purpose nor to mislead the other.

The two armies now began to assemble. General Rusk’s
regiment moved up within about six miles of where the
Indians were in camp under Chief Bowles, and the leaders
soon agreed on a neutral line, which was not to be crossed
by either side; and neither party was to move without
giving notice to the other. The Texans were negotiating
for time so that General Edward Burleson’s regiment of
regulars and Landrum’s regiment of Red-Landers might
come up. Bowles was seeking delay in order to enable the
warriors coming from other tribes to reach the front. After
the arrival of the regiments of Burleson and Landrum, the
question arose as to who was to command the whole. The
volunteers wanted Rusk and the regulars wanted Burleson.
These two officers refused to antagonize each other, and by
common consent it was agreed that Kelsey H. Douglass, the
commander of the militia of that part of the Republic, should
assume the responsibility.
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About sunrise on the morning of July 15, John Bowles, a
son of Chief Bowles, accompanied by Fox Field, a prominent
half-breed, rode into our camp under a flag of truce, and noti-
fied General Albert Sidney Johnston, the Secretary of War
of the Republic, who was with us, that he was instructed by
his father to report that they, the Cherokees, would break
camp that day and move to the west of the Neches River.
General Johnston thanked him, observing that Chief Bowles
had acted honorably in giving notice of his move, and re-
quested him to say to his father that the Texans would
accordingly give pursuit. Bowles and Field were then es-
corted half a mile beyond our pickets.

After the Texas forces had crossed the Neches, our officers
sent forward some scouts with instructions to the effect that
if they came up with the Indians they were to open fire at
long range, without exposing themselves too much, so as to
keep the Texans advised of the position of the enemy.

The Indians occupied the bed of a dry creek running from
the north to the south, and then turning to the east. Just
above this bend there was a prairie bottom nearly half a mile
long, to the east of that part of the creek running south; and
commencing near the lower end of the prairie and extending
north, parallel with the creek, was a thick growth of hack-
berry bushes and rattan vines, some three hundred yards
long. When the firing of our scouts was heard, Burleson’s
regiment crossed the creek below the bend where it ran to the
east, and moved forward to the rear of the line of the In-
dians, who were posted in the creek bed above the bend.
Rusk’s regiment, to which I belonged, moved forward to op-
posite the lower end of the prairie just mentioned, and there
wheeled to the right and in front of the line of the enemy. As
the Hon. David S. Kaufman and I, riding side by side, were
making this turn, an Indian rose up probably eighty yards
off, and fired. Kaufman and I wheeled to the left and chased
him until he jumped into the creek. We were then at the
lower end of the hackberry and rattan thicket. Instead of
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turning back, not knowing the length of the thicket, we
headed our horses between it and the creek, and ran the
gantlet of the fire of the Indians at short range the whole
length of it; but neither of us was injured, nor were our
horses. Just as we were turning the head of the thicket, Dr.
Rogers of Nacogdoches approached—he belonged to Rusk’s
command—and was hit by three shots and killed. Others
were coming on at the same time, among them Colonel Crane
of Montgomery County, who stopped his horse near us. I
cried out to him, “Colonel, don’t stop here!” At that mo-
ment a shot passed through both his arms and his body. He
said to me, ‘“Call Robbins” ; who, I believe, was his brother-
in-law. Robbins came promptly, and Colonel Crane rode by
him for two or three rods, telling him what messages to bear
his family, and then fell from his horse, quite dead.

In this engagement we lost but six men killed and a few
wounded. The Indian loss was much greater, and they re-
treated ; we learned, however, that but a part of their warriors
were engaged. \We camped on the battlefield, and the next

day again encountered the enemy in full force near the
Neches.

Chief Bowles displayed great courage in these battles. In
the second engagement he remained on the field on horse-
back, wearing a military hat, silk vest, and handsome sword
and sash which had been presented to him by President
Houston. He was a magnificent picture of barbaric man-
hood and was very conspicuous during the whole battle, be-
ing the last to leave the field when the Indians retreated. His
horse, however, was now disabled, and he dismounted, after
having been wounded himself. As he walked away he was
shot in the back and fell. Then, as he sat up with his face
toward us, I started to him with a view to secure his surren-
der. At the same time my captain, Bob Smith, with a pistol
in his hand, ran toward him from farther down the line. We
reached him at the same instant, and realizing what was im-
minent, I called, “Captain, don’t shoot him.” But he fired,
striking Bowles in the head, and killing him instantly.
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I had been'so impressed with the manliness and dignity of
Chief Bowles in the consultations which preceded the war,
and with his conspicuous bravery in battle, that I did not
want to see him killed, and would have saved his life if I
could. )

Soon after this campaign, I met a Mr. Bowles, a commis-
sion merchant of Shreveport, Louisiana, who told me he be-
lieved he and the chief were of the same family. He said that
during the American Revolution a family named Bowles,
living in Georgia, was massacred excepting one child, a very
small boy, who was taken into captivity. While Chief Bowles
was somewhat tanned in color, he did not seem to me to be
an Indian. He had neither the hair nor the eyes of an Indian.
His eyes were gray, his hair was of a dirty sandy color; and
his was an English head; but he did not speak the English
language. At the time of his death, in spite of his great age,
he seemed strong and vigorous.

In this connection I ought to say that in this battle the
Shawnees, Delawares, Kickapoos, and most of the wild tribes
of Indians on our frontier had their warriors with the Chero-
kees. If I may be excused, I will mention an incident per-
sonal to myself which occurred during the second encounter.
Our line of battle was formed on the crest of a ridge; and
there was a gradual descent from this to the long ravine oc-
cupied by the Indians. The Delaware village was on fire in
our rear, black columns of smoke rolling over our line, and
the skirmishers of the two armies were engaged between the
lines. The scene was a grand one. We were ordered to tell
off by sixes, every sixth man to hold the horses. It fell to
my lot to be the sixth. However, I tied my horse to a bush
and told the others of our squad that they would have to do
likewise. Captain Smith was passing in front of us and the
men reported me as refusing to hold their horses. The cap-
tain thereupon ordered me to the front and asked if it was
true that I refused to hold the horses.

“I do, Captain,” I answered him.
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“Sir, I will have you court-martialed,” he said.

To this I rejoined, “Captain, that will be after the battle is
over.” :

I heard no more of the court-martial. On the other hand,
the morning after the second battle, General Albert Sidney
Johnston, who was then Secretary of War of the Republic,
sent for me to go to headquarters, and when I had reached
there advised me that the Acting President had directed him
to offer me a commission as second lieutenant in the regular
army of the Republic. Judge David G. Burnet was the Vice-
President and Acting President, because of President La-
mar’s absence from the Republic, for the recovery of his
health, under authority of a resolution of Congress. I went
to General Nat Smith, in whose command in Tennessee I was
a volunteer in the Florida war in 1836. He said the regular
army of Texas consisted of but a single regiment; that the
pay was poor (being at that time in depreciated “redbacks’) ;
that unless there should be a good many casualties I might be
near middle age before reaching a captaincy; that there was
a fine field for enterprise for a young man in Texas, and that
he would not think such a position desirable. So I declined
the appointment.



CHAPTER III
SURVEYING EXPEDITIONS

About the close of the Cherokee campaign I was stricken
down with fever and had a relapse or two, followed by many
months of fever and ague. My friend, Major Burton, had to
be away from home attending the first session of Congress
at Austin, the newly selected capital. His family being some-
what exposed on the frontier, he got me to remain with them
during his absence. This time I improved by studying sur-
veying, having already a good knowledge of arithmetic, and
some knowledge of algebra and geometry and trigonometry.
In November of that year I did some surveying in what is
now Angelina County, and was appointed deputy surveyor
for that part of the Nacogdoches land district which is now
Henderson, Kaufman, Van Zandt, Rockwall, Rains, Wood,
the west half of Upshur, the north half of Dallas, and the
south part of Hunt counties. I surveyed a great deal in what
are now the counties of Henderson, Kaufman and Van
Zandt; and during the year 1840 I was appointed deputy sur-
veyor for that part of the Houston land district which isnow
the county of Anderson, and part of the county of Hender-
son. To show the conditions under which my work was
done, I may say that, while surveying in what is now An-
gelina County, I was having a shaking ague every day. When
the chill came on, I would stop and lie on the ground until
the fever rose, and then I would proceed with my work. In
this condition I made surveys of a good many tracts of land.

After finishing that work, with the assistance of W. Y.
Lacy, in December, 1839, I organized a company of twenty-
eight men for a surveying expedition in the district to which
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I had been appointed on the upper Sabine and Trinity rivers,
far out from the white settlements, and in the hunting ground
of hostile Indians. In the northern part of what is now
Smith County we found ourselves near a band of them. They
moved off to the west and we followed that evening, close
after them. We camped at night and took their trail the
next day. About noon we came to a place where they had
stopped to roast some meat and acorns, which were still hot
when we arrived. The pursuit continued until we came to
where they had made a stand at the creek near the Grand Sa-
line. A few shots were exchanged; one of my men was
slightly wounded; one of the Indians was killed and two
others wounded, but these made their escape in a canebrake
during a heavy shower of rain. Some two or three hundred
yards farther on we saw some horses with packs on them,
and supposed the main stand of the Indians was to be made
there; but on reaching the spot we found that they had dis-
appeared in the cane, and we took possession of eight of their
horses and packs. The rain continuing, we went into camp.

It rained all the evening and all night and all the forenoon
of the next day. The ground became so boggy that we got
our horses onto the stiff, black soil of the creek bottom, which
was then overflowed from hill to hill. As the creek came
from the west, the direction we ought to go, I told my com-
pany we could march up the creek as we should be in the
water anyway, and this we did during the balance of the
afternoon. I had a German doctor along, and, a bend in the
creek bringing the channel very close to our line of march,
though all was a sea of water, in a spirit of levity I hallooed
to him to turn to the left and take up the opening which was
caused by the creek. I supposed he would know it was the
channel. When he turned toward it I called to my men to
stop him; but he and his horse went out of sight under the
water for a moment and he came up on the opposite side of
the creek. It was nearing night and fortunately a rocky
point of dry land jutted in toward the creek a little ahead of
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us. The doctor reached that; and with some difficulty, by
cutting down some trees, we got across to him. He was in a
bad humor, and said I had attempted to drown him. I tried
to explain to him that I spoke as a matter of fun, and made
the best apology I could. But he said he was going back, that
he would go no farther with me. The brush with the In-
dians, the prolonged rain, and wading all the evening in the
water had discouraged most of the men, and it soon appeared
that they were tired and wanted to return. I said to them
that we were more than half way to where we were to com-
mence work, and that I should regret much to give up the trip
without accomplishing anything. I then proposed that those
who were willing to go with me should step out. Four or
five responded. I observed that we were enough for the
work, and that by going on foot and doing the most of our
traveling in the night we should be less subject to attack then
with the company and horses we had. I instructed those not
going with me to keep out pickets by night and videttes by
day, to take the captured property with them and return.
Those of us who went on took a blanket apiece, some
“cole” flour*, meat and coffee, two or three tin cups, the com-
pass, chain, field book and hatchet, and left the others about
sundown for the west. Ina few days we reached what is now
known as the upper waters of Cedar Creek, supposing it to
be the East Fork of the Trinity, and my field notes and the
patents of the land I then surveyed so call it. When we dis-
covered indications of the near presence of Indians we would
change the field of our work; finally, however, for want of
provisions we had to abandon it altogether, and in making a
sort of exploring expedition to the southwest, after traveling

*“Cole” flour was made in this way: common ashes were sifted into a
pot or kettle and heated until the ashes boiled like plaster of paris;
shelled corn was poured into the boiling ashes, and stirred until the
grain could be broken between the fingers. It was then poured out into
a sheet and sifted to separate the ashes from the corn. The corn was
then ground (we used steel mills) into meal, and it was ready for use.
It was eaten dry or stirred in water or made into mush, and its use was
very common in the early days of Texas.
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a part of the night, we found the next morning that we were
in the midst of the camping ground of the Indians. We lay
concealed in the bed of a dry creek all day and at night made
our way out. We reached the settlements very nearly starved.
I had an attack of the ague and fever every day during this
trip.

I did a great deal of surveying in that county during the
spring and summer of 1840. On my return to Nacogdoches,
where my field notes were to be returned to the office of the
county surveyor, I was stricken down with fever and lay
about eight weeks in bed, part of the time unconscious. I
had made out my field notes, leaving blanks for the descrip-
tion of the certificates to which they were to be applied, and
when I was taken ill, left them in charge of Murray Orton,
the collector of customs at Nacogdoches, with directions to
keep them until I got well or died. If I had been well enough
to use them, I could have secured land sufficient to have been
of very great value to me in the future; but he surrendered
them to a man he supposed to be one of my best friends, and
when I became convalescent I found this man had appropri-
ated them, having returned them to the county surveyor’s
office. The upshot of it was that I was in debt for my hotel
bill and for my doctor’s bill, and to the extent of sixteen or
eighteen hundred dollars to those who had been with me,
and I had nothing.

As soon as I was able to ride, I gave my notes for my hotel
and doctor’s bills, and went to see the men to whom I was
indebted. I told them what had occurred, and said to them
that if they would go with me I thought I could make enough
to pay them. To John H. Irby, my largest creditor, I owed
four or five hundred dollars. He said that he knew all about
the matter and did not blame me, and that they would go
with me again, but that it was useless for me to suppose that
I could pay all my indebtedness.

I left Nacogdoches early in October of 1840 for my field
of operations, and did not return to the settlement until late
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in the following April, during which time the only house I
saw was what was called King’s Fort, which was held by
four or five men; that was where the town of Kaufman now
is. During the winter the provisions and the clothes of the
men gave out. It was decided that they should return to the
settlement to secure these necessaries, while I was to remain
during their absence at King’s Fort.

We separated near where the town of Wills Point is now,
the men going south and I alone to the southwest. We knew
that there were hostile Indians in the country, and I had
some thirty or forty miles to go alone. We parted a little
after the hour of noon, each to go his way. It was the first
time I ever had a full realization of what solitude is—I can- .
not describe it as I felt it. I had to go some distance in a
prairie, then some eight miles through timber, and lastly
through another stretch of prairie to the fort. I aimed to
get through the timber while it was still dark and to keep
down the edge of it to the trail which led to the fort, hoping
in that way to escape the Indians and to reach the fort by
morning. It rained all the latter part of the afternoon,
and in the timber during the night, my horse bogging
a great deal, I dismounted and led him. It was very dark,
and after groping for some time I found myself where I had
been at an earlier hour. There was no moon nor stars and
nothing by which to keep my course, so I stopped. My gun
and one pistol were wet. I fired my dry pistol into the under
side of a leaning decayed black-jack, which set it on fire. I
tied my horse, spread a blanket over the limb of a tree for
shelter, made a fire, wrapped the two blankets, wet as they
were, around me, and with my saddle for a pillow lay down
in my wet clothes and went to sleep. When I awoke before
day, one of the fiercest northers I ever felt was blowing. My
body was warm enough, but my head and feet were cold. I
found everything was freezing and debated with myself
whether I should lie still and risk the blankets’ freezing so
as to imprison me, or break out of them and risk freezing
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myself. Itook the latter chance. I looked for wood to make
a better fire, but could not find it. I threw the blankets over
me and stood over the little fire I had, making such efforts
as I could to keep warm. By daylight it had cleared off and
the ground was covered with the spewed up ice. I managed
to saddle my horse, and made my way to the westward. I
came to the Kaufman prairie, at what was afterwards known
as Beck’s Mound. From there I could see King’s Fort ten or
twelve miles to the southwest, and I headed for it. I became
after a time so cold that I dismounted to walk for exercise.
I soon found that my feet were being cut by the ice and were
bleeding, my moccasins and socks not protecting them very
well. T remounted, and tried by swinging my arms and hal-
looing to keep up the circulation to prevent freezing. I struck
the trail leading to the fort at Cottonwood Creek, about four
miles away. By this time, however, I could no longer exer-
cise or guide my horse. He took the trail himself and carried
me to the fort, stopping at the gate. I could not speak or act,
though still conscious. Iknew where I was. Mr. John Ford,
happening to come to the gate, saw me, took in the situation,
called others and I was carried inside. The men started to
take me to a block-house where they had a fire; but my old
friend Charles Gilmore told them that would not do. So they
took me to a block-house where there was no fire. Mr. Gil-
more had, for some purpose, made a large cedar tub, which
they filled with water from the spring and put me in it,
clothes and all. After a while I was thawed enough to speak,
when they put me to bed before a fire. If I had not been
. thawed out as I was, I certainly would have lost my life. The
skin on my face, neck, arms, and legs came to look as though
it had been scalded. There were no medicines in camp, though
the men had some bear’s oil with which they greased the parts
that were burst, and I had for a good many days a burning
fever. So I know what it is to be almost frozen to death; I
had passed the state of pain some time before reaching the
fort.
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After finishing my work in the spring I returned to the set-
tlement in the latter part of April. The first house we came
to was that of Mason Avant, some four miles north of Fort
Houston, where I now live. On approaching the house we
heard the crowing of chickens. I thought it wonderfully
strange that I had never appreciated the music in the crowing
of a chicken before. And when we got to the house Mrs.
Avant came out and met us. I had not seen a woman for -
about six months and I said to her that she was the prettiest -
one I had ever seen.

Without giving details, within a year I had paid all my
debts, and had more demands for my service as surveyor
than I could meet. In my first surveying expedition in the
upper Trinity country, we found little or no game. This had
been the hunting ground of the Indians, and the animals of
every description had been killed or driven out. Later, when
that country became neutral ground between the Indians and
the whites, game became abundant. I have seen at a single
view wild horses, buffalo, deer and antelope. Wild turkeys
were plentiful. We then had no trouble in killing all the
game we needed. And before that country was settled
up, and trampled over and grazed on by domestic animals, it
produced in wonderful abundance and in great variety the
most beautiful flowers. I have seen mile after mile a wilder-
ness of color.



CHAPTER IV
INDIAN AND INTERNAL TROUBLES

In 1841 I served as a private in Colonel Jim Smith’s regi-
ment, which aided in driving the hostile Indians from the
Cross Timbers. We crossed the Trinity River where the city
of Dallas now is, two years before any white people lived
there. The Indians were on Village Creek, about ten miles
east of where Fort Worth now stands. This time, however,
there was no fighting.

In 1842, while I was absent from home, I was elected cap-
tain of a company of militia, and was also elected a justice of
the peace for the precinct in which I lived. And in that year
I was married to a widow, Mrs. Martha Music, a noble-
hearted woman, who survived our marriage only about two
years. In 1843 the war of the factions, known as Regulators
and Moderators, in Shelby County became so serious that
President Houston ordered out the militia of some of the
neighboring counties to suppress it. I was elected to the com-
mand of the company from Nacogdoches County, which was
assembled for this purpose, but by the time we reached the
border of Shelby County the President had succeeded in se-
curing a suspension of hostilities, and we were ordered to
return to our homes.

On account of the active and aggressive hostility of Mex-
ico, and of the invasion of Texas in 1842, a strong feeling
grew up in favor of retaliatory measures, and the Congress
of Texas passed a law providing for an offensive war against
the Mexicans. Among the raids of that year on Texas was
that of the Mexican General Woll. He captured San An-
tonio, made prisoners of the judge,—the district court then
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being in session,—the officers of the court, and the members
of the bar, sacked the city and carried away the court
archives.

President Houston vetoed the bill providing for the inva-
sion of Mexico, because of its impracticability. He told me
that General Andrew Jackson wrote him a most gratifying
letter on account of his veto message, emphasizing approval
of that part of it which assigned as one of the reasons for the
veto, the fact that the bill provided that he (Houston) should
command the forces in person, which he declared in his mes-
sage would be a dangerous precedent.

General Memucan Hunt was then Adjutant-General of the
Republic. He favored the invasion of Mexico and wrote to
General William O. Butler of Kentucky to come and join him
in the movement. General Butler came, whereupon General
Hunt issued his order requiring the captains of all the militia
companies of the Republic to report through the proper chan-
nels the number of men capable of bearing arms in their re-
spective companies, with tabulated statements of the number
and description of arms and military supplies. And he and
General Butler made a partial canvass of the Republic on
horseback in behalf of the proposed enterprise. An order was
issued for a two days’ drill of the officers of the Nacogdoches
regiment, on the 2d and 3d of July, preparatory to a brigade
review on the 4th.

On the assembling of the officers of the regiment at Nacog-
doches on the 2d of July, our colonel, Jack Todd, a great In-
dian fighter, did not attempt to drill the company. About the
only word of command he knew was “charge.” Lieut.-Col.
Wade, a San Jacinto soldier, knew something of the drill,
and gave the company some instructions; but Major Henry
Connor would not attempt it. Wade then invited the captains,
all of them I believe, except myself, and also some of the
lieutenants to drill the company; some of them made poor
attempts at it, but most of them declined. Colonel Wade was
about to resume the command when I stepped forward. He
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excused himself for not calling on me by saying that I was in
the rear rank and that he had not seen me. I had no doubt
that he had a better reason, for I was dressed in a buckskin
hunting shirt, with foxed breeches and a dilapidated hat, and
wore moccasins. In assuming command I first carried the
company through the manual of arms,—no other had at-
tempted that,—and the men requested me to repeat it,
which I did. I then instructed them as to facing, so that how-
ever often they might have to change face, the left heel would
remain in the same place; and also in the lock step in march-
ing, and told them off in platoons and sections, and for some
time carried them through most of the company evolutions
described in Scott’s Tactics, with which I was familiar. I
need hardly add that I was at once looked upon with suspi-
cion by the men, who supposed me to be in disguise, and who
inquired whether I had come to Texas to build churches.

Perhaps I ought to explain that my knowledge of military
affairs was gained very early. In my youth the militia of
Tennessee was well organized and the most respectable citi-
zens were officers; the regimental and battalion muster days
were the occasions for patriotic displays; and the boys, too
young to muster, followed the drum and fife with delight.
Afterward, when I was in my teens, I became a member of a
volunteer company, which was often drilled. In 1836 I vol-
unteered in General Nat Smith’s regiment for the Florida
war. A great uncle of mine, who had been in the war of
1812, was made orderly-sergeant of my company. He was
poorly qualified for his duties, and got me to make up his
muster rolls, reports and requisitions, which familiarized me
with those duties.

On the occasion of this reunion I had made the tabulated
report required by the order of the adjutant-general, and the
officers were pleased with it. Colonel Bob Smith, who had
been my captain in the Cherokee campaign, was the colonel
of the regiment. At the brigade review on the 4th of July
he requested me to act as adjutant of the regiment. I de-
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clined on the ground that I could not appear on horseback in
my unmilitary clothes. He said he had anticipated that and
had got the best uniform in the town for me. I again declined
on the ground that I did not wish to appear in borrowed
plumage. He then requested me to take command of the
company on the right, which I consented to do.

The plan of invading Mexico failed. In the summer of
1843 I received a letter from General Houston, the President
of the Republic,—I had been acquainted with his family in
Blount County, Tennessee,—requesting me to join him and
his commissioners at Crockett, on the 4th of July, and pilot
them to Grapevine Spring, some twenty-five or thirty miles
northwest of where the town of Dallas now is, where,
through his agents, he had arranged to make treaties of peace
with the several tribes of wild Indians then living on the
frontier of the Republic. I met them as requested, this invi-
tation coming from the fact that as campaigner and surveyor
I had become acquainted with that country. Fort Houston
was then the outside settlement of whites in that direction.

On our way the question came up about his having been
challenged to a duel by several of the prominent men of the
Republic. I mentioned that I had not understood how he
avoided meetings with them, as they were all men of high
character. He replied that, if I had noticed, he never de-
clined to meet any of them because of lack of character; that
he sometimes treated their messages with levity, and in one
way or another avoided a meeting. He said it was not neces-
sary for him to engage in a duel to establish his character for
courage,—that had been tested on the field of honor, and in
battle, of which he bore the scars. He had had an affair of
honor with General White of Nashville, Tennessee, and had
been severely wounded at the battle of the Horseshoe and in
the battle of San Jacinto. He added that a stronger reason
" why he ought not to have accepted these challenges was that
the civilized world condemned the code, that Texas had a bad
character for lawlessness, and that if he, being President, had
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engaged in a duel it would have reflected more or less dis-
credit on the Republic.

On another occasion I said to him that I had recently read
a lengthy newspaper article purporting to give the cause of
the separation between himself and his Tennessee wife, and
asked if he had seen it. He said he had, and that he had seen
others of similar character; but he added that they did not
know what they were writing about—that no one knew or
ever would know from him the cause of their separation.
Only twice did I ever hear him allude to his wife and on both
occasions he spoke of her with the greatest respect. \While
on this subject I should say that I spent several weeks in the
summer of 1883 at the Red Boiling Spring in Tennessee, and
while there met with three old gentlemen, who were well ac-
quainted with General Houston when he was Governor of
that State and when he and his wife separated, and who had
known his wife before and after their marriage. She subse-
quently married again. They spoke of her as a woman of
good family and of the highest character, and told me that
she had observed the same reticence as General Houston had
as to the cause of their separation, and that she never spoke
of him but in terms of the highest respect.

General Houston sometimes took too much liquor. After
his marriage to Miss Lee in 1840 it was understood that her
influence had caused him to abandon its use.

There were a great many Indians at the treaty-ground.
The different bands had different dialects, but seemed to com-
municate with each other mostly by signs, which seemed to
be common to all of them.

General Houston wore a suit of purple velvet embossed
with figures representing a fox’s head, and took along with
him a bowie-knife of great size, which he purposed to wear
when he met the Indians. In answer to my inquiry as to the
reason for the figured suit, he observed that it would awe the
Indians as a sort of mystery, and that the big bowie-knife
would impress them with the idea that he was a great war-
rior. He understood the Indian’s character.
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General Houston was one of Nature’s great men—great
in intellect, great in action, great in his wonderful experi-
ences. A stranger would have taken him in any company for
a ruler of men.

For six years after my arrival in the Republic of Texas we
had almost every spring and fall to meet an invasion from
Mexico. There were at that time many remnants of the
larger tribes of Indians on the frontier, including the Chero-
kees, Kickapoos, Shawnees and Delawares in eastern Texas,
besides the great tribes of Comanches and Kiowas on our
northwestern borders, and small bands of other tribes along
the frontier. Most of them were hostile,and when not openly
so, they were frequently stealing horses and killing people on
the frontiers. These things kept the people of Texas in an
almost continuous state of war up to the time of annexation
to the United States. This greatly interfered with agriculture
and the development of the industries of the country. The
population of Texas was probably less than 150,000; and
nearly all were poor, and there was not property enough to
yield by taxation revenue sufficient to support the govern-
ment and to provide for the public defense. To meet this
difficulty resort was had to the issue of what were called “red-
back” notes. These finally became depreciated until the dollar
was not worth more than twelve or fifteen cents, and would
no longer support the government or provide a currency for
commercial use.

When General Houston, in 1841, entered on his second
term as President of the Republic, he said, in his message to
Congress: “There is not a dollar in the treasury. The nation
is involved in ten or fifteen millions ; we are not only without
money, but without credit.” Provision was made to fund
the redback notes into interest-bearing bonds, and for a new
issue of $350,000 in what were called exchequer notes, in the
hope that this small sum might be kept at par with coin. From
1840 to the time of annexation I think it safe to assume that
there was less real money in use in Texas than has been
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known in any other civilized country in modern times. Pov-
erty, hard living, with shabby clothes, and the constant worry
of protecting the country against Mexicans and Indians was
our lot until delivered by annexation. There was but little
opposition to this in the Republic. While living in what is
now Kaufman County I received a note from the Hon. Wm.
B. Ochiltree informing me that we had become a part of the
United States. This gave me a thrill of joy such as I have
rarely experienced.

In the war between the United States and the Republic of
Mexico, following annexation, Texas furnished her full
quota of troops. Among the distinguished leaders were John
C. Hays, the great ranger; Albert Sidney Johnston, who
afterward became a brigadier-general in the army of the
United States and a lieutenant-general in the army of the
Confederacy, and George T. Wood, afterwards Governor of
the State.

When the war broke out I expected to go with a company
from Nacogdoches, but when I had packed up and was ready
to start I was stricken down with typhoid-pneumonia, and
confined to my bed for about eight weeks, much of the time
in an unconscious condition.



CHAPTER YV
LAWYER AND LEGISLATOR

I was a pioneer settler in what is now Kaufman County,
having moved there in the fall of 1844. I drew up the peti-
tions for the organization of the counties of Henderson,
Kaufman, and Van Zandt, asking in the petitions that these
names be given them. This was in recognition of the friend-
ship which had been shown me by each of these distinguished
gentlemen; and the legislature named the counties as re-
quested in the petition.

I commenced the study of law in 1844, without the aid of a
preceptor, and some sixty miles from the nearest lawyer’s
office. I procured a number of elementary books on dif-
ferent branches of the law, and began my reading with Black-
stone’s Commentaries. I frequently came to expressions the
legal meaning of which I did not understand. In such cases
I turned to Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary to ascertain the
primary meaning of the words of the sentence. Having done
this, I turned to Bouvier’s Law Dictionary to ascertain their
legal meaning. I was thus enabled to determine whether the
reference was to common law, to equity, or to criminal law,
and whether a reference was to a question of pleading, of
evidence, or of practice. In this way I made out the meaning
of the sentence, and got the necessary legal distinctions as
between common law, equity, and criminal law, and as to
questions of pleading, evidence, and practice fixed in my
memory, which was of great service to me afterward. I was
perhaps three times as long reading Blackstone as the ordi-
nary student with a teacher at hand would have been; but
when I had finished I had also read, by reference, nearly all
my elementary law books.
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In 1846 I received a temporary license to practice law in
the district and inferior courts, with my office in the old town
of Buffalo on the Trinity River. From 1844 to 1851 I culti-
vated a small farm in what is now Kaufman County. In
1846, Henderson having been formed into a new county, I
was elected probate judge and lieutenant-colonel of the bat-
talion of militia for that county.

In 1847 I was elected to a seat as representative in the
State Legislature from the Nacogdoches district, embracing
what are now the counties of Nacogdoches, Angelina, Chero-
kee, Smith, Henderson, Kaufman, Van Zandt, Rockwall,
Rains, Wood, the west half of Upshur, the north half of Dal-
las, and eight and one-half miles in width of the south end
of Hunt County. Adolphus Sterne of Nacogdoches and
Everett Lott of Smith County were my colleagues. On the
organization of the House of Representatives I was made a
member of each of the following standing committees: ju-
diciary, public land and land office, apportionment of repre-
sentation, federal relations and enrolled bills.

Governor J. Pinckney Henderson submitted with his mes-
sage to the legislature a series of resolutions which had been
passed by half a dozen or more of the legislatures of different
States, declaring their views on current political questions.
Among them were the resolutions of Rhode Island, which
condemned the tariff of 1846 and recommended the reinstall-
ment of the tariff of 1842; denounced the institution of
slavery; and inveighed against the annexation of Texas and
the acquisition of Mexican territory. These various resolu-
tions were referred to the committee on federal relations, of
whichIwasamember. The chairman of the committee in call-
ing attention to them asked me if I would prepare resolutions
responding to those of Rhode Island, and setting forth our
views on those questions. I consented to do so; and, when at
the next meeting of the committee I made my report,
I was directed to present the report and resolutions to
the House. It did not occur to me that in so doing I
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.would make myself responsible for the defense of them;
so when they came up for action, Mr. Benjamin Epperson,
a talented young member and brilliant speaker, asked that
they should be set for a future day to give time for their
examination. This was agreed to, and when that day
arrived, he, being a Whig, offered a substitute for my reso-
lutions, embodying the substance of Mr. Clay’s Lexington
speech of the summer of 1847, and made a strong speech in
favor of his substitute. I was expecting some other member
to reply to him; but no one seemed disposed to do so; and 1
saw all eyes directed toward me. It then flashed on me
that having reported the resolutions I was expected to defend
them. I was a young and new member, and had never ad-
dressed the House, but I made the best argument I could;
and when I sat down, M. B. Lamar, ex-President of the
Republic, then a representative from Webb County, arose
and said he had examined the resolutions with care, and
that they stated the views of the people and of the South
very clearly and correctly, and that he hoped they would be
passed by the House unanimously without the crossing of a
t or the dotting of an i. There were but three votes for the
substitute and the resolutions were adopted.

I was very much gratified by the statements of ex-Presi-
dent Lamar. Mr. Epperson and I were not then personally
acquainted. When the House adjourned we met and intro-
duced ourselves, and became strongly attached friends, and
so remained until his death many years later.

More work was done at this session than at any other
since the organization of the State government. All the
organic laws were re-enacted and perfected, having been
hurriedly passed by the first legislature. The organization
of the supreme, district, county and justice courts was pro-
vided for. The duties of sheriffs, assessors and collectors
of taxes, of constables and coroners were defined. A very
elaborate probate law was passed, a law providing for the
assessment and collection of taxes, and a law for appor-
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tioning senators and representatives, and for defining the
senatorial and representative districts; besides much other
general and special legislation. Among the important laws
enacted at this session was one introduced by me to give
each county in the State its own land office and land records.
This was made necessary by the following facts: the
Constitution of the Republic of Texas provided for the sec-
tionizing of the public lands of Texas, on a plan like that of
the United States; but the Congress of the Republic found
that it could not provide the money necessary for the execu-
tion of the requirement, and some provision was necessary
to enable the new settlers to obtain homes on the public
lands. To overcome this difficulty the Congress enacted a
law providing that each county should be a land district
and a section. While this was plainly a subterfuge and an
evasion of the constitutional requirement, it was from
necessity sustained. The Constitution of the Republic
enumerated the counties and made provision for a very
limited number of new counties to be created by Congress,
and no others until the census of the population of the
Republic should be taken. The representatives of the Re-
public to the Courts of Europe had made certain statements
as to the amount of the population of the Republic, which
it was thought made it best not to take the census; and this
was not done until after the annexation of the Republic to
the United States.

The existing apportionment of representatives and sena-
tors was manifestly unjust; for about two-thirds of the
population was east of the Trinity River and about two-
thirds of the senators and representatives west of that
stream. During the session of the legislature the apportion-
ment committee reported and the House of Representatives
passed a bill which equalized the representation fairly. At
that session we had no public printer. Our proceedings
were all in manuscript; and before the final passage of the
bill by the House it was stolen, no doubt by some one
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opposed to its passage. The committee directed William
Borland of Lamar County, James Willie of Washington
County, and myself, members of the committee, to under-
take to make out a duplicate of the stolen bill. We succeeded
in this to the satisfaction of the committee, and reported it
to the House. It was passed, though late in the session,
and went to the Senate, where it was also passed, but with
some amendments. The two houses had agreed to a joint
resolution for the adjournment of the session, and the bill
was late in being returned to the House. I went to Speaker
James Henderson and requested that when the bill came
from the Senate he recognize either me or Colonel Borland
to move the adoption of the Senate’s amendments and to
call for the previous question. When the bill came to the
House I moved the adoption of the amendments of the
Senate; and upon a yea and nay vote they were accepted by
a majority of two. This was done by Mr. Willie’s voting
with us, though he opposed the bill in order to move a recon-
sideration and then to speak until the session should be ended.
If he had voted against the bill, it would have been lost on a
tie vote. As soon as the result was announced four or five
of those who had voted against it walked out to a saloon back
of the Capitol to console themselves by taking a drink. As
soon as the vote adopting the Senate amendments was passed,
I moved to reconsider the vote and to lay that motion on the
table; and on taking the vote my motion was carried by some
half a dozen majority. The House then adjourned.

The members went down on the avenue, and a good many
of them stopped at a saloon to take their parting drinks.
Mr. Epperson and I coming up the avenue on the way to
our boarding-house, met Senator Henry W. Jewett, who
inquired about the apportionment bill. We told him we
supposed Kimbell, the clerk, was enrolling it. He said no,
that he himself had put out the last light in the Capitol. We
found this to be true and went back down the avenue, and
meeting Mr. Mosely, requested him to keep sight of Ben
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Hill, the clerk of the House, until we could go to Kimbell’s
residence down near the Colorado and get him. We found
him and on our return were joined by Mosely and Hill. On
reaching the Capitol, Hill expressed doubts as to his au-
thority to give us the bill and amendments, as the House
had adjourned. He went to consult the Attorney-General,
and declined to give us the bill. We went into a committee
room which joined the hall of representatives, and forced
the door of the hall open and took the bill and amendments
from the desk of the clerk and put Kimbell to enrolling it.
Epperson, Mosely and I happened to be members of the
enrolling committee. We went to the room of Lieutenant-
Governor Greer, who was President of the Senate, and to
the room of Speaker Henderson to let them know that the
bill would be brought for their signatures as soon as it could
be enrolled, supposing that it might be done before daylight.
But it was seven or eight o’clock when the enrollment was
completed. We thereupon took the bill to them and they
both signed it; and, delivering it to Governor Wood at his
office, he directed the Secretary of State to file it with the
enrolled acts.

The unwillingness of those who had enjoyed the advan-
tage of over-representation to surrender that advantage,
and the circumstances attending the passage of this act,
gave rise to much speculation and controversy in the news-
papers. It was contended that the bill was enrolled and
reported to the Governor after the adjournment of the legis-
lature, and was therefore no law; and to secure a judicial
decision to that effect, two citizens of Guadalupe County
agreed to make a bet of five hundred dollars on the question
as to whether the act was constitutional. They put up their
notes for those sums, and referred the question to a third
person for decision, with the understanding that the loser was
to refuse to pay, and that suit was to be brought to get the
question of the validity of the act passed upon by the
courts. In this way the case went to the district court,
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where the decision was in favor of its constitutionality. It
was then taken to the Supreme Court, and Justice Lipscomb,
in announcing the decision, said the court had been consid-
ering whether it ought not to impose the penalties for con-
tempt on the parties and their attorneys who brought that
case before the court for the purpose of obtaining its opinion
on a political question, based on a gambling consideration.
The case was dismissed and the law sustained.

In the spring of 1848, upon examination, I had received
a regular license to practice law in the district and inferior
courts of the State. I was subsequently licensed to practice
in the Supreme Court of the State. In 1857 I was au-
thorized to practice in the Supreme and inferior courts of
the United States.

On June 19, 1896, Tulane University of Louisiana con-
ferred on me the honorary degree of doctor of laws—the
fifth person so honored by that institution, and in April,
1903, I received the same degree from Baylor University
of Texas.

Before I pass from this subject I think I may be excused
in citing a few of the important cases at law with which I
was connected.

The first murder case in which I was leading counsel was
that against John Jennings for the killing of Major James
Shannon, in Grayson County, Texas. Shannon was a
brother of Hon. Jeff. Shannon, member of the legislature
from that county. The case was one of much interest. Jen-
nings was acquitted. From this time on my criminal practice
increased. About this time I represented Major McDermot
in the trial of the title to a tract of one hundred and sixty
acres of land now in the city of Dallas—in a suit brought
against him by one Carder; and I was employed also in the
case of Latham vs. Tucker, involving principles of equity
and the marshalling of assets, from both of which I gained
a prominence in real estate litigation. I refused a fee of
two thousand five hundred dollars offered by Ed Day if I
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would defend him against the charge of murdering his wife ;
and, volunteering to prosecute him without fee or reward, I
secured his conviction. The last fee which my partner, the
Honorable Nat M. Burford, and I received before I went on
the bench was five thousand dollars. It came from an
important land case in Ellis County, Texas.

In 1849 I was a candidate for election to the State Senate.
It was the only time I was ever defeated in a popular elec-
tion, and in this case I deliberately accepted defeat rather
than promise the people to do what I felt sure would operate
to their injury. A large part of the district was in what was
then known as Peter’s Colony. The colonization company
had agreed to introduce and settle colonists at its own ex-
pense, for six hundred and forty acres of land for each head
of a family, and three hundred and twenty acres for each
single man it should so introduce and settle. It invited
colonists, and many families and single men came into the
colony at their own expense, the company agreeing to allow
each head of a family and each single man a portion of its
land. Many settlements were made before the company
Liad the land surveyed and sectionized, and when afterward
the surveys were made, many of the settlers found the land
assigned to them to be parts of different sections and sub-
divisions of sections. This produced great dissatisfaction.
The company’s agent, Mr. Hedgecox, insisted that the set-
tlers must rearrange the location of their claims, which in
many, probably the most cases, meant the division of their
farms, and would operate in other respects to their serious
injury. It was contended by the settlers that the coloniza-
tion company had forfeited its contract by non-compliance
with its terms, and they insisted on the passage of a law to
give the heads of families six hundred and forty acres and
single men three hundred and twenty acres of land, ignoring
the rights of the company. The Attorney-General of the
Republic, Ebenezer Allen, had given and published an
opinion sustaining the position of Hedgecox, the agent of the
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company. I told the settlers it would be possible to get such
a law through the legislature, but if it were passed the com-
pany would enjoin the issuance of patents to them, and bring
suits against each of them in the Federal court at Galveston,
the only place in Texas at which a Federal court was then
held, and that the expense of litigation at that distance
(about three hundred miles) from their homes would be
more than the land was then worth; and that I would not
promise to do them that wrong, even at their own request.
Another candidate made them that promise and was elected
by a very small majority, and secured the passage of a law
giving to each settler in the colony the land he claimed.

In a short time, however, after the passage of this law,
the Peters Colonization Company obtained from the court
a writ of injunction prohibiting the commissioner of the
general land office from issuing patents to the settlers, and
entered suits in the United States circuit court at Galveston
against many of the settlers claiming under the law to secure
the annulment of their claims. This is what I had told the
settlers during my canvass would be done; and very great
excitement ensued among the colonists, giving rise to large
public meetings, in each of the seven counties in the colony,
and but for the efforts of Col. M. T. Johnson of Tarrant
County, the Hon. John M. Crockett of Dallas, and myself,
violent measures against the agent of the company would
certainly have been adopted.

The public meetings referred to provided for a conven-
tion of delegates from those seven counties to meet at the
town of McKinney in Collin County, to consult as to what
measures would be necessary for their relief. By a reso-
lution of that convention, a committee was appointed with
authority to employ counsel to represent the colonists in the
general land office and in Federal and State courts. That
committee entered into an agreement to pay me ten thou-
sand dollars to represent their interests, which I undertook
to do. But after a time I gave it up, having been elected

)
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judge of the district embracing some of the counties con-
cerned. This was in the fall of 1852. My judicial district
embraced the counties of Houston, Anderson, Henderson,
Van Zandt, Navarro, Ellis, Kaufman, Tarrant, and Dallas.
The term for which I was elected was six years.

While the controversy above ‘mentioned was in some
measure a local matter, it involved the interests of the
families of two or three thousand colonists, occupying seven
of the best counties of land in the State. It was finally
compromised by the company’s taking the amount of the
lands to which they were entitled in the colony, and the
colonists’ securing three hundred and twenty acres of land
for each head of family and one hundred and sixty acres
for single men.

Meantime, in the summer of 1851, I had become a citizen
of the town of Palestine, then the largest in our judicial
district, and having the ablest lawyers. Friends advised me
that I could not expect to succeed in competition with so
strong a bar. My answer was that if I could not, then I
ought not to continue in the profession of the law.

In December, 1852, I was married to Miss Edwina Moss
Nelms, daughter of Colonel Edwin and Mrs. Diana Nelms.
Our marriage was blessed with six children, three of whom
are still living. She died in Richmond, Virginia, in July,
1863.

I continued to perform the duties of judge of the district
court until 1856. The legislature during the session of
1855-56 passed a law increasing the salary of district judges
from $1,750 per annum to $2,250, assigning as a reason for
the increase that the existing salaries were not sufficient to
secure the best legal talent for the bench. Soon after the
passage of this law I tendered my resignation as judge,
and announced myself a candidate for reelection, giving
as the reason for my action that if the increased salary might
enable the people of the district to select an abler judge it
was my duty to give them a chance to do so. An additional
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reason, too, was that since my election the district had been
changed by dropping the counties of Navarro, Ellis, Tar-
rant and Dallas, and by adding to the district the counties
of Cherokee and Smith, which contained nearly half the
population of the new district. I stated that it would be
but fair to allow these two newly added counties to have a
voice in the selection of their judge. I was, in 1856, re-
elected as district judge for another term of six years. On
my election, the law firm of Reagan and Burford, which had
existed for four years, was dissolved. I then owned a good
many tracts of land; Judge Burford had none; and I com-
plimented him with a deed to one hundred acres now
covered by the city of Sherman, and to three hundred acres
now within the city of Dallas.



CHAPTER VI
IN CoONGRESS

The year after my election as judge the Democratic party
of the first congressional district of Texas held a convention
at the town of Tyler, Texas, to nominate a candidate for a
seat in the Congress of the United States. I had seen that
the newspapers were discussing my name for that position,
and so I wrote to some of the members of the convention
that I could not accept the nomination if made; that I had
been recently reelected for a second term as judge of the
district court and preferred that position to entering political
life; and that I did not want to be placed in the position of
seeking one office while filling another. I was holding the
court of Kaufman County during the session of the con-
vention. Disregarding my objections, the convention nomi-
nated me, and appointed a committee to wait on me and
urge my acceptance. The committee presented the view
that the convention had acted and adjourned, and that if I
refused to accept, it would produce much confusion, and
probably operate detrimentally to the Democracy of the
district, which was then represented by the Hon. L. D.
Evans, a Know-Nothing, and an enemy of Democracy. On
my stating that I preferred judicial to political service, and
that I disliked to give up my office of judge so soon after
being elected a second time, it was argued by the committee
that as it was near the time for my vacation I could make
the race, and if elected resign, while if defeated I could con-
tinue in the office of judge. To this my reply was that if I
accepted the nomination the first paper I should write would
be my resignation as judge; that I would be unwilling to
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hold one important office while canvassing for another. The
result was that I yielded, sent in my resignation as judge to
the Governor of the State, and announced myself a candidate
for Congress.

Though I was much worn down by holding the courts
for five months and not in very good health, I entered the
canvass. Judge Evans, my opponent, was a man of ability,
in the meridian of life, with considerable political experience,
and with the prestige of being the sitting member of Con-
gress. My race was made the more difficult because Gen.
Sam Houston, with his great ability, experience, long
service in the past, and great popularity, was a candidate
for the office of Governor of the State, and the leader of the
Know-Nothing party represented by Judge Evans. I had
necessarily to meet and overcome the influence of General
Houston, who had led the army of the Republic to a great
victory at San Jacinto, who had been twice elected Presi-
dent of the Republic, and who had served the State in the
Senate of the United States three terms. In combating his
views I always did so with great respect for his character,
his distinguished public service, and his greater age, dealing
only with the political principles involved in the contest and
never in personal unkindness.

Soon after accepting the nomination I prepared a list of
appointments of places and times at which I proposed to
address the people of the district, and sent a copy to Judge
Evans with my request for a joint canvass and discussion;
and with the statement that if the dates and places of
appointment did not meet his approval, and he would pre-
pare a list which suited him I would join him in it. He
accepted my list in a rather unfriendly reply, and I opened
the canvass by a speech in Palestine on the 6th day of June.
I spoke at Crockett and in Trinity County before being met
by Judge Evans at Woodville, where we had our first joint
debate. Between the 6th of June and the first Monday in
August we canvassed thirty-six counties, in forty-eight joint
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debates, covering the country extending from the Mexican
Gulf on the south to the Red River on the north, and from
the Sabine River on the east to the Trinity on the west, often
traveling a good part of the night and once all night to
meet our appointments. Our joint discussions never lasted
less than five hours, and often considerably more, generally
occurring in the daytime, but on several occasions at night.
I greatly doubt if there ever was in the United States so
laborious a canvass as this. Judge Evans was a man of
great physical strength and capable of great endurance. All
I can say of myself in this respect is that we went through
the campaign together.

I based my canvass on the Democratic platform and three
objections to the policy of the Know-Nothing, or American
party, as it was often called. The first was that there ought
to be no religious tests in politics, that the framers of the
Constitution of the United States and of the Constitution
of our State carefully provided for the separation of church
and state. While in principle I was a Protestant and was
probably influenced by prejudice against the past history
of the Catholic church, I still regarded the blending of poli-
tics and religion as dangerous to the future of our country.
My second objection was that we ought not to make the
place of birth of a citizen a political test. Foreign-born
citizens, I urged, had aided in the struggle of our Revolu-
tionary fathers to maintain the independence of this country;
I argued that it had been the policy of the Federal and of the
several State governments to invite intelligent foreigners
from western Europe to help develop and build up our
country; and that it would be both inconsistent and wrong
for us now to turn upon them and deny them the right
either to vote under the conditions prescribed by law or to
hold office. My third objection was that secret political
societies were un-American and unwise, and endangered the
future of our liberty and of our system of government, for
ours was a government of the people, and ought to be con-
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trolled by enlightened public opinion; and that free public
discussion of political questions, I believed, was the only
way in which we could expect to get a fair and just consid-
eration of such questions. And further, I emphasized, that
in secret societies, such as the Know-Nothing, the most
violent and radical men became the leaders and ruled the
proceedings and dictated its conclusions, there being no
chance for a presentation of opposing views and for the
comparison of opinions.

Upon these issues I was elected by between three and four
thousand majority.

I took my seat in Congress as the Representative of the
first district of Texas on the 7th day of December, 1857,
and I was appointed a member of the Committee on Indian
Affairs and on the Committee of Expenditures of the Post
Office Department.

On the 19th day of January, 1858, I delwered an address
in the House of Representatives on the life, services, char-
acter, and death of Gen. Thomas J. Rusk, late a Senator of
the United States. I knew him well and loved him. He
was one of the greatest of the sons of Texas, and for this
reason I offer at this point my address.

Mr. Speaker: The announcement just made of the death of
Gen. Thomas J. Rusk, late a Senator from the State of Texas,
calls for another pause in the ordinary business of this house,
and for the performance of our last solemn duty, as a body, to
the memory of a great and good man.

General Rusk was a native of the State of South Carolina,
where he studied law, and commenced in comparative obscurity
the great business of life. He subsequently removed to the State
of Georgia, and in 1835 to the State of Texas. The struggle
for the independence and separate national existence of Texas
had then begun, and that love of justice and of right, that manly
courage and lofty patriotism which so distinguished his after
years, induced him at once to identify his fortunes with those
of the brave spirits there, and who had learned the value of
freedom and equality, and had determined to meet the perils
of war rather than submit to the loss of their civil and religious
liberty.

-~
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It is not my purpose now to notice in detail the many historic
events in the life of General Rusk. This will be the pleasant
duty of the historian. Nor is it my object to pronounce a formal
eulogy upon his life and services. But I come to offer the grate-
ful tribute of the brave and generous people he has so often
commanded in battle, and so long, so ably, so faithfully served
in the councils of the State and Nation.

As commander of a volunteer company; as aid to Gen.
Stephen F. Austin; as the first Secretary of War of the Re-
public of Texas; as the first Chief Justice of the Republic of
Texas ; as major-general of the militia of the Republic of Texas,
charged with important duties and clothed with large powers;
as a member of the convention which formed the Constitution
of the Republic of Texas; as a member of the Congress of the
Republic of Texas ; as president of the convention which formed
the Constitution of the State of Texas; as Senator in the Con-
gress of the United States; as an eminent and successful law-
yer; as an unostentatious and loyal citizen, ever respecting the
laws, the religion, the institutions and the government of his
country ; as a devoted husband and affectionate father—though
he has fallen in the meridian of his manhood, he has filled the
full measure of a citizen, a soldier, a patriot, a statesman and
a hero, to whom the citizens of Texas will continue to point
with pleasure and with pride as long as their hearts continue
to beat with the pride of chivalry, and the love of pure and un-
spotted integrity, and exalted and unselfish patriotism.

General Rusk possessed a mind of uncommon clearness and
strength, and a constitution and physical vigor capable of great
labor and endurance; a commanding and noble person; a pleas-
ant and vivacious temperament ; was fond of anecdote, and full
of kindness and sympathy for the unfortunate of all grades and
conditions. Indeed, his love of justice, and candor and truth,
and his sympathy for and readiness to espouse the cause of the
unfortunate, or weak, or oppressed, might be said to have been
his most prominent characteristics. Always courteous and re-
spectful to his equals, he was kind and condescending to his
inferiors, often recognizing them and hearing their suit, and
contributing to their wants, under circumstances which showed
that he regarded the true dignity of a man as consisting in
acts of justice and mercy, rather than in holding himself bound
by the chains of ceremonial coldness which too often separates
a man from his fellows.
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He fought gallantly the battles of his adopted country, and
while Secretary of War, beyond the ordinary duties of that sta-
tion, he bore a most distinguished part on the glorious field of
San Jacinto, and aided to add another to the roll of nations of
free republican states, and to gild the Southern horizon with the
star of liberty, which once floated in lone and solitary grandeur
over the broad and beautiful plains of Texas; but which, now,
wreathed with the oak and the olive, beams with undiminished
luster amid the grand armorial constellation in the dome above
us, representing at once the separate sovereignty and the na-
tional unity of the American States.

Though he occupied many important stations, and though
much of his life was spent in the true discharge of official duty,
he was fond of the retirement and quietude of private life, and
generally shunned rather than sought office. This was illus-
trated on several occasions in his life. He was urged on more
than one occasion to accept the Presidency of the Republic of
Texas, but uniformly declined. At the time of the last Presi-
dential election there, both of the distinguished men who were
candidates for that office, before their announcement, urged
General Rusk to accept the position ; and neither of them would
have opposed him. But when the Presidency was thus at his
command, without opposition, he declined to accept it. He
refused the use of his name for the Vice-Presidency of the
United States, and repeatedly discouraged the use of his name
for the Presidency.

As a soldier, he was brave and self reliant; as an officer, he
was cautious and calculating, always ready to expose his own
person to danger, but never rashly exposing his men.

As a statesman, he looked to a strict construction of the
Federal Constitution and the preservation of the rights of the
States as the surest, yea the only, means of maintaining the per-
manency of the Union, the equality of the States, and the
liberties of the people, in the spirit in which these blessings were
secured to us by our Revolutionary fathers. And while he
looked proudly on our past history, and the extraordinary
growth and progress of our common country, in physical science,
the ‘arts, agriculture and commerce ; our advancement in moral
science, in religion, in laws, in good government, and in all that
tends to the civilization and improvement of his country and
his race; yet, as I learned from him but a few weeks before his
death, he looked with fearful apprehension to the continued and
alarming agitation of the question of slavery, as tending to
weaken his high hopes of the future destiny of the Republic.
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At the time of which I speak he was considering with great
anxiety whether any means could be adopted which would
avert those dangers, and secure, if possible, on a permanent
basis, that fraternal good feeling and mutual respect for the
rights of each other which should ever characterize the people
of a nation so blessed with such elements of happiness and
prosperity as our own. He also condemned with much earnest-
ness the new social theories and religious fanaticisms which
have obtained a limited foothold in parts of our country, as
being full of delusions and of danger; and, as evidence that he
had rightly estimated their importance, some of their bitter
fruits are now upon the country.

But, alas! with all his wisdom, with all his usefulness, with
all his honors, with all the devotion of a confiding constituency,
he is gone—gone from the family hearthstone, from the domes-
tic and social circles; no more to wave his proud plume in
advance of his comrades in arms; no more to draw his keen
sword in defense of liberty; no more to offer his wise counsels
for the good of the nation ; no more to offer the willing hand of
charity to the needy; no more to offer kind and encouraging
counsel to the deserving. The scenes of earth have closed upon
him. And while we mourn his death, we doubly mourn its
manner. It is true he fell by his own hand ; but that hand was
not moved by the natural impulses of his upright, generous
heart, or guided by that reason and consciousness which had so
long distinguished him for his prudence and moderation.

A severe domestic bereavement—the loss of the wife who
was the cherished idol of his early manhood and the guiding
star of his after life, who, in prosperity and in adversity, in
sickness and in health, under all the varied fortunes of his life,
had clung to him with a constant and unvarying devotion, had,
by the inscrutable hand of Providence, been taken from him.
To this was added the many cares and perplexities his position
had drawn upon him. And to these was added a disease which,
it is thought, may have affected his spine and brain; and these
combined causes, operating upon his keenly sensitive mental
organization, it is believed caused his reason to give way, and
his struggling soul, unguided by consciousness, sought peace
in death.

As the punty of his heart, the prudence and moderation of
his life, the extraordinary inducements he had to desire a con-
tinuance of life, and the absence of any known inducement to
desire his own destruction, exclude the idea that he could have
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been conscious of the manner of his death, so they leave us
room to hope and believe that he will not be held accountable
for it before the Eternal Judge.

I will conclude what I have to say by adding that the legisla-
ture of Texas, responding to the general sentiment of sincere
admiration entertained by the people of that State, for the
worth and services of General Rusk, has already made pro-
vision for the erection of his statue, at the capital of the State.
And a nation’s sorrow bears testimony that his fame and use-
fulness were the property of the whole country.

I speak here not only as the representative of the district in
which General Rusk has lived ever since his emigration to
Texas, but as one who has seen him in his home with his family,
around his own fireside, amongst his neighbors, in the court-
house, in the tented field, and in the blazing front of battle; the
same pure, and just, and generous, and noble man, at all times
and everywhere, more worthy of imitation, in his leading char-
acteristics, than any other it has been my fortune to know.

On the 19th of March, 1858, I delivered a speech in com-
mittee of the whole, ostensibly on the question of the admis-
sion of Kansas into the Union as a State, under the Le-
compton Constitution, in which I reviewed the anti-slavery
agitation, exposing the unconstitutional aggressions of the
North upon the rights of the Southern States, and insisting
that territories were the common property of all the people
of all the States, that the Constitution of the United States
recognized African slavery, and the right of property in
African slaves. I therefore argued that any citizen owning
slaves had the right to take them with him into the common
territory—the same right that enabled any citizen to take
with him his property of whatever character, with the under-
standing that when a Territory was admitted as a new State,
it had the right to determine whether it would be slave-
holding or free.

Also I controverted the statement that the United States
had paid $200,000,000 for Texas; and showed that while
the Government had paid $800,000,000 for acquired terri-
tory, that $600,000,000 of that sum had gone to the North.
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I showed that out of the 2,174,566 square miles so acquired,
the slaveholding States of Florida, Louisiana, Missouri, Ar-
kansas and Texas had been formed with 457,605 square
miles of territory; and that California, Washington, Iowa,
Minnesota, Dakota, Nebraska, and Oregon, containing
1,732,877 square miles, had become free States; and that all
the balance of the acquired territory was likely to become
such.

When I accepted the nomination for a seat in Congress,
which was made against my wish, I stated my objection to
entering into political life, and that I must not be expected
to be a candidate for a second time. While a member of the
35th Congress I wrote home that I would not accept a second
nomination. During the 35th Congress there was a strong
feeling, especially among the extreme Southern Rights men,
in favor of filibustering to acquire additional territory from
Mexico, Cuba, and Central America, and for the reopening
of the African slave-trade, and for the creation of additional
slave States, to restore the balance of power between the
North and South. As I did not contemplate asking for re-
election, I determined to avoid a discussion of these ques-
tions because I did not desire to go out of public life in a
political contest. However, my views being challenged in
the House of Representatives, I made a brief statement of
my opposition to filibustering and the reopening of the Afri-
can slave-trade. The following excerpt* well stated my posi-
tion on the vital questions of the day, showing my attitude
toward the National Government in unequivocal words:

Now, in regard to the other question, as to whether my senti-
ments favor the South, or agree with the North, I desire to say
this: That I have been, and, I trust am, as faithful an advocate
of the doctrine of the rights of the South, and of a strict con-
struction of the Constitution, as any man in the country; and
that whenever aggressions from any. source, or from any cause,
shall be made on any of the States, to strike down the rights of
the States, or deprive the people of any of their liberties, I will
unite with my people in any necessary movement to protect

*Cong. Globe, 35th Cong., 2d Sess., Part II, 1467.
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their rights from aggression. I have always professed to be a
national man ; and in twelve speeches that I made in my district
last summer, I declared that I never advocated a sentiment in
Texas which I would not advocate in every State, district and
township in the Union.

I repudiate all sectional heresies. I repudiate everything that
is not national; everything that looks to the violation of the
moral law, to build up political parties, or sectional parties.
And it was because I placed myself on the great principles of
nationality, because I had defied faction and fanaticism in the
South, as I defy faction and fanaticism in the North, against
their aggressions and designs on the Constitution and the
Union, that, perhaps, an attempt is now made to arraign me
before the Congress of the United States, and before the
people of Texas, on the ground that I am a national man.
Why, sir, I have gone through the trial. I defied the issue.
I have met those who met me upon it. I am going home on
the same principles to appeal for the Constitution and the
Union, for the rights of the States and the equality of the
people, for the doctrine of the Kentucky and Virginia Resolu-
tions of 1798-99, and Mr. Madison’s report on them; for all
that is right and all that is just, against the demoralizing
doctrines of filibusters, and against the dangerous heresies of
reopening the slave-trade. I never dodged an issue; and if
my whole heart could be exposed to the people of the Union, it
would be seen that I never dodged an issue in my life. If I
cannot remain in public life as a patriot, I am always prepared
to go into private life as an honest man, entertaining no opinion
that is not faithful to the Union, faithful to the rights of the
South, faithful to the rights of the people, faithful to the oath
that I have taken to support the Constitution, faithful to all my
obligations as a citizen of this country. I do not love public
life; and I would scorn it whenever it is to be held by a sacrifice
of that manly dignity which ought to envelop every American
freeman. I denounce fanaticism in the South with the same
distinctness that I denounce the fanaticism of abolitionism in
the North. They are both heresies. They are alike dangerous
to the Constitution and the Union; alike dangerous to the
mission of this great and glorious Republic; alike opposed to
every noble aspiration of an American statesman and patriot.
Let combinations be made to put me down. I defy them. I
go before an honest people, who can afford to let their Repre-
sentative be an honest man, and express patriotic sentiments.
Let them put me down, if they dare. I defy them to the issue.



CHAPTER VII
REeELECTION TO CONGRESS

The address given in the preceding chapter caused very
bitter denunciation of me by the leading newspapers of the
State, such as the Galveston News, the Houston Telegraph,
the State Gazette of Austin, and the Marshall Republican;
in fact, by nearly all the newspapers of the State and by
nearly all the active politicians. There were but three weekly
papers, so far as I know, that sustained me, and two of these
gave but a qualified support. With the exception of Hon.
G. W. Smyth of Jasper and Hon. R. B. Hubbard of Smith
County, I did not know of a man in active political life in
the State that was not opposed to my views. Besides
charging me with being too national to be a proper repre-
sentative of a Southern constituency, the abuse of me was
so personal and so vile that when I read it in the newspapers
I would burn them to keep my wife from seeing what was
said about me. She had opposed my acceptance of the nomi-
nation for Congress the first time, and wished me to abandon
political life. Among other things it was argued that I
declined to be a candidate for reelection because I knew I
could not be elected.

After bearing in silence these attacks as long as I could,
I took a few of the newspapers containing them, marked the
articles and asked my wife to read them, so as to advise me
on my return in the evening as to what I ought to do. On
my return I found her very much excited, and she urged
that T ought to become a candidate, if I resigned as soon as
elected. I told her that with her consent I would enter the
race not to resign, for I could scarcely hope to beat all the
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politicians and all the newspapers. But, at least, I added, I
could fight my adversaries, and I thought I could do some-
thing toward impressing sound political morality on the
public mind. I accordingly announced myself as a candidate
for reelection to Congress, subject to the action of the Demo-
cratic convention.

Entering on the canvass, I had from two to five speakers
opposed to me at all my appointments, before the nominat-
ing convention met. The principal points they made against
me were: (1) That I was too national in my views to be a
fit Representative of our district; (2) that I was opposed
to filibustering and reopening the African slave-trade.* To
these charges my reply was, that I was in favor of the
preservation of the Union under the Constitution as made
by the fathers, and that I was opposed to the Abolitionists
of the North and to the Secessionists of the South; that I
was opposed to filibustering because we would not be justi-
fied in morals or in law in making war on and murdering
and robbing people who had done us no harm, as a matter
of political policy; that I was opposed to the African slave-
trade, independently of any question of morality, because
the United States had treaty engagements with a number
of great nations, prohibiting that trade, and it could not be
revived without violating our treaty obligations, and prob-
ably involving us in a war with the other great nations;
and because a majority of the people of the United States
were opposed to it; and because it was impracticable, un-
reasonable, unjust, and unstatesmanlike.

Notwithstanding such formidable opposition as I had to
meet, wherever I discussed these issues before the people I
saw and knew as well as if I had been down among them,
that the most of them agreed with me. When the conven-
tion met, it nominated me on the first ballot by a majority of
about three-fourths. The other one-fourth bolted and nomi-

*The State convention had voted down a resolution in favor of fili-
bustering and the reopening of the African slave-trade,



74 MEMOIRS BY JOHN H. REAGAN

nated an able and eloquent man, Judge Wm. B. Ochiltree, an
extreme “Southern Rights” man. The result was that I
defeated him by one of the largest majorities that any candi-
date for Congress ever got in the State. During that canvass
I gave to the public a circular letter, from which I quote the
following extract, illustrative of my views:

These doctrines of filibustering and the reopening of the
African slave-trade are chosen as those best calculated to secure
the execution of their designs, because they appeal directly to
the bad passions most easily awakened, and most difficult to
reason with, those by which the people are encouraged to believe
they are to be enriched suddenly and without patient toil, which
has heretofore been regarded as necessary to secure wealth.
These doctrines are not, and are not intended to be Democratic;
but they are, and intended to be purely sectional and revolu-
tionary. And I appeal to the Democracy of Texas, in the name
of the Constitution and the Union, in the name of the rights of
the States and the liberties of the people, in the name of law and
order, in the name of good government and sound morals, and
for the happiness of our people and perpetuation of our insti-
tutions to sustain the old, the pure, the time-honored doctrines
of our party; and put down these sectional and revolutionary
doctrines. I know those who favor these doctrines will apply
to me their cant expressions of submissionist! Submission to
what? To be happy in a good government and obedient to
just laws, and observant of sound morals? Certainly to these
I submit. But I shall be called a Union saver, and charged
with yielding to Northern aggression and surrendering the
rights of the South. But no act, no vote, no speech of my life
will warrant this. I have seen and understood the baleful
effects of the sectional and revolutionary doctrines of the Abo-
litionists of the North, and have resisted and denounced them
whenever and wherever I could do so. And I have often
declared, and now repeat the declaration, that if they obtain
the power to do so, and so attempt to abridge the constitutional
rights of the States, or deprive the people either in the States
or the Territories of their constitutional rights, I would regard
it as an act of revolution, and appealing to the first great law
of nature, the law of self-preservation, I would urge the States
to fall back on their sovereignty, and resist the power of the
usurpation by every means necessary to secure their rights.
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The Abolitionists are a sectional, a revolutionary, and fanatical
party who have no respect for the Constitution and laws of our
couniry or for the rights of their fellow-men. Our Southern
agitators are alike sectional and revolutionary, and are now
beginning in their meetings and speeches to show the same
disregard for the Constitution and laws, and the same dispo-
sition to violate the rights of others. Both claim rights superior
to the Constitution and laws of the land, and claim the right
to invade other people and despoil them of their property at
whatever expense of human life and suffering. I denounce
and defy them both, and appeal to the people to arrest the
lawless career of each of them and restore our country to its
former security. We expect Northern and Northwestern
Democrats to resist the Northern sectionalism at whatever cost
to themselves. They respond like pure patriots to our expecta-
tion, and often fight the most hopeless battles for the Constitu-
tion and the Union. We admire their self-sacrificing patriot-
ism, and glory in their illustration of the pure principles of
Democracy, and in that sublime grandeur of faithful integrity
and moral courage which enables them to fight a hopeless battle
bravely and meet defeat and proscription without a murmur,
for the sake of maintaining such a government and such insti-
tutions as ours. And now that the sectional storm lowers here;
now that sectionalism requires its victims here, who will go
with me to the sacrificial altar if need be? Who will prove with
me that the Democrats in the South are as ready to make the
sacrifices which we expect the Democrats in the North to make?
I know not what others may do, I only speak for myself; I
will maintain the Constitution and laws of my country. I will
maintain the moral law and the principles of justice. I will
maintain the rights of the States and the liberties of the people.
I will maintain the principles of economy in public expenditures
and a strict accountability of all public officials. I will maintain
the principles of the Democratic party in the construction of
the Constitution, the powers of Congress, and the reserved
rights of the States. I will resist sectionalism and revolution
and fraud and force and wrong alike faithfully, whether they
come from the North or from the South.

I remained thus devoted to the Union until the Republican
party obtained the control of the government and answered
our appeals for the protection afforded by the Constitution,



76 MEMOIRS BY JOHN H. REAGAN

by saying they were in the majority and that we had to
submit; thus proposing to substitute the will of a popular
majority of the people of the Union for the Constitution
of the United States, with its limitations on the powers of
the Federal Government. I loved the American Union with
a passionate devotion, and witnessed with an aching heart
the unjust and unconstitutional crusade which led to dis-
union and war.

On the assembling of the 36th Congress in December,
1859, a serious contest occurred in the attempt to elect a
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The membership
of the House was made up of three parties, the Republican,
the Democratic, and the Know-Nothing or American. This
situation was further complicated by the division of the
Democrats into extreme States’ Rights or Breckinridge, and
the Squatter Sovereignty or Douglas Democrats. Neither
party had a majority. The Republicans had a plurality, but
not enough to elect. The Breckinridge Democrats embraced
the great body of that party.

On the first vote for Speaker, Thomas S. Bocock, Demo-
crat, received 86 votes; John Sherman, Republican, 66 votes;
Galusha Grow, Republican, 43 votes; Thomas A. R. Nelson,
American, 14 votes. The remaining votes scattered. On
the second ballot, Mr. Sherman received 107 votes; Mr.
Bocock, 88; Mr. Gilmer, 22; the balance scattering. On the
third ballot, Mr. Sherman received 110 votes; Mr. Bocock,
88; Horace Clark, Douglas Democrat, 20. On the fourth
ballot, Mr. Sherman received 108 votes; Mr. Bocock, 86
votes; Mr. Gilmer, American, 22.

After the balloting for Speaker had continued one week,
it was found that Mr. Bocock could not be elected and he
withdrew his name as a candidate for that office. Late on
Saturday evening, a committee composed principally of
Democratic members, with Hon. John A. Gilmer of North
Carolina, as their spokesman, called on me at my hotel and
informed me that a meeting had been held at which it was
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determined, if I would consent, to put me in nomination for
the Speakership of the House, on the coming Monday. I
stated to them that I had not such a national reputation as
to warrant my selection for that position; that while I had
some parliamentary experience, I had never made a study
of parliamentary law and rules; that if I were nominated
and elected on party lines I would be a minority Speaker
and would be likely to be overruled at any time; and that
for these reasons I should have to decline.

On Monday morning I met the Hon. Horace Clark, who
was a Representative from New York City, in the cloak room,
before the House was called to order. He stated to me what
he understood had occurred at the conference in my room on
the previous Saturday evening; and that while he did not
wish me to understand that he proposed a bargain, if I would
agree to constitute the Committee on Territories with a
majority of Douglas Democrats, and make him chairman of
the Committee on Commerce, I could be elected Speaker by
eight majority on the first ballot. I stated to him that I did
not agree with the views of Senator Douglas as to the powers
of Congress or a territorial legislature to exclude slavehold-
ers from the Territories, the common property of all, while
in a territorial condition, and had taken this position in the
debates in the House; and that to constitute a committee in
opposition to my known views would subject me to criticism.
“And,” T added, “while you know my feelings of friendship,
if by any chance I had been elected Speaker, there was no
one whom I would have been more likely to appoint to the
position you mentioned than yourself; now, however, after
this conversation, if I should be elected Speaker, I could not
make the appointment.”

After I took my seat on the floor of the House, the Hon.
James L. Pugh, a Representative from Alabama, lately a
Senator in Congress, and now a resident of Washington,
D. C,, and the Hon. Lawrence M. Keitt, a Representative
from South Carolina, came to me and stated what they had
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learned of the conversation between Mr. Clark and myself,
which they must have learned from Clark himself, and
advised me to accept his proposition, saying that if I did the
Democrats would have control of all the committees but one.
I suggested that if the knowledge of such a proposition
should go to the country it would be condemned by the
Democracy. With the votes of the Breckinridge Demo-
crats, aided by the members of the American party, repre-
sented by Gilmer, and of the Douglas Democrats, represented
by Clark, I suppose my election would have been certain.
And it was not until the first day of February that an end
came to the struggle in the election of the Hon. William
Pennington of New Jersey. Thus passed the possibility of
my being the recipient of this high honor.

In due course I introduced bills to make an appropriation
for the support of a mounted regiment of volunteers for the
defense and protection of the Texas frontier; and to reim-
burse the State of Texas for money theretofore paid out by
that State for frontier defense. Later I introduced a joint
resolution reciting Mexican and Indian depredations on the
people of the Rio Grande frontier, and providing an appro-
priation of $5,000,000 to be placed at the disposition of the
President to assure the safety of that quarter.

The most important matter which came before this Con-
gress, apart from the sectional agitation, was the Pacific
Railroad Bill. After examining it I felt obliged to oppose
its passage in the form in which it was presented, because
under its provisions men without investing a dollar could
control the stock of the company and thereby enrich them-
selves at the expense of the corporation, and before the work
on the road was begun. I offered an amendment providing,
among other things, that in any incorporation of the stock-
holders of said company, to carry out the provisions of this
act, no person should be permitted to subscribe stock to a
greater amount than the cash value of his estate, to be deter-
mined by the parties named in the act, or by the board of
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directors as the case might be, by oath or otherwise; and
providing for a board of directors who should succeed the
stockholders in the management of the company; and open
stock books, the share to be $100; and that no one person
or firm should be allowed to subscribe for more than
$500,000 of the stock, and that five per cent. of the stock
so subscribed should be paid in cash to the company at the
time of taking the stock.

I discussed the provisions of the bill at great length, and
among other things said:

I have adopted in my substitute the names embraced in the
original bill (of stockholders). I have not intended to interfere
with objects of the committee in framing the bill, except to
adopt a new principle of action with regard to the persons who
shall have the future control of the road. I submit the amend-
ment in good faith, and I believe it is founded on principles that
will commend themselves to the whole House. Of course it
will be understood that if a railroad bill is to pass for the con-
struction of only one road, I should desire to see that road go
over what is called the southern route, believing it, as I do, the
cheapest road to build, the one that would pay best after it was
built, and one which, on account of it not being blocked by
snows in winter, would extend more accommodation than any
other to the whole nation. I have not made an amendment
proposing the southern route—my colleague has already offered
an amendment for that purpose.

In this same speech I said :

I will state some of the reasons which have induced me to
adopt this course. The committee’s bill invests arbitrarily and
absolutely, in the particular persons whom they have entrusted,
the franchises of this great work, the control of the work.
The public lands, and the government subsidies, are given to
them, and the control and direction of the private capital which
may be invested for the purpose of completing the work. We
have no means of knowing whether the men the committee
have selected are railroad men, or men of character and means.
I do not know but they may be men of the strictest probity. I
presume they have been selected because they are; but there

Y o)



80 MEMOIRS BY JOHN H. REAGAN

exists no reason, if this corporation shall prove beneficial to
themselves, why these franchises should vest in them exclu-
sively more than in any other set of men. It is not known
that they will invest one dollar of their own capital in this
enterprise; and if they invest anything, it is not known how
much. Others may furnish the entire private capital for carry-
ing on the work, but still the entire control of the enterprise is
vested in these particular men, without reference to the interests
of the Government, without reference to the interests of com-
merce, and without reference to the private capital employed
in the construction of the work. Now, what I propose to do is,
not to defeat the plan of the committee, but rather to carry it
out. My proposition is, to vest these franchises not in men
who are not stockholders of the concern, but in those men who
pay their own money for the purpose of securing the success
of the enterprise.

Again I said:

The great object of this amendment is to adopt what I regard
as a sound policy in respect to the rights and powers to be
vested in the corporators, and in respect to having the fran-
chises of the work placed in the hands of men who furnish the
capital. I desire to avoid those speculative influences which
have prevented the success of at least one important railroad
enterprise within my knowledge, by the control being placed in
the hands of men who have no money to invest, and whose
whole object is to make a speculation out of the charter.

The measure, somewhat amended, was eventually passed ;
and its corrupt history proved that I was right in opposing it.

My speech delivered in Congress on the 15th of January,
1861, sets out fully the reasons why I could not remain in
that body. It was intended to show how fully and
clearly the Southern members of Congress, and the Southern
people, realized the trouble likely to follow the success of
abolitionism and the precipitation of the “irrepressible con-
flict.” This speech was made without previous special
preparation or notes and was printed without being revised
by me, and tens of thousands of copies of it were subscribed
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for and circulated by Senators and Representatives. It was
made in reply to the speeches of my friends McClernand of
Illinois, and Cox, then of Ohio. I said among other things:
“These two gentlemen have been recognized as able leaders
of the States’ Rights and strict construction Democracy, but
now when our devotion to those doctrines is to be main-
tained by a severer test, they abandon them and become’
a tail to the abolition kite.”” Before I left the hall Mr. Cox
came to me with the words, “What you said about McCler-
nand and myself was very bad and I wish you would strike
it out of the Record.” To this I answered,—for I entertained
a very strong friendship for both of them,—“As we shall
probably never meet again unless it is on the battlefield, I
will strike it out,” and I went to the reporter and requested
him to omit this statement from the Record.

I saw Mr. Cox no more until during the National Demo-
cratic Convention which met in Baltimore in 1872, when
Horace Greeley was nominated for the Presidency. He left
his seat with the New York delegation and came to where I
sat with the Texas delegates, and as he approached me, ex-
tended his hand and said, “I examined the Record the next
morning and you had struck it out.”

We served together in the House several years after the
war, and kept up an occasional correspondence to the time
of his death, as good friends; and I learned after being
liberated from prison at Fort Warren, that General McCler-
nand had twice visited Washington in his endeavor to secure
my release; and we, too, kept up an occasional correspond-
ence as long as he lived, and were strong personal friends.
I put him in nomination for Speaker of the House in the
46th Congress.

I showed, too, in my speech of January 15, that the people
of the South desired the perpetuation of the Union and the
preservation of peace if these could be had under conditions
which would maintain the rights of the States and of the
people. Up to this time I had been an ardent Unionist,

'
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denouncing all schemes and views favoring its disruption,
whether they came from the North or the South. But when
we were told that we must submit to the violation of the
Constitution, the overthrow of the rights of the States and
the destruction of three thousand million dollars worth of
property in slaves,—property recognized by the Constitu-
tion, Federal and State laws, and by the decisions of the
Supreme Court of the United States,—I could no longer
agree to such a Union, and determined to join in any measure
which might defeat it.

The student of history may find it interesting now, in the
light of the past, to read this speech, which is reprinted in
another part of this work.* If it is found to be defective in
point of composition, I ask that it be remembered that it was
an extemporaneous address, delivered without notes, and not
revised.

*See Appendix A,



CHAPTER VIII
CAUSES OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES

This question cannot be fairly discussed without a refer-
ence to historical facts more or less remote. George
Bancroft, in his History of the United States (Vol. I, p.
159) says: ‘“Slavery and the slave-trade are older than the
records of human society: they are found to have existed
wherever the savage hunter began to assume the habits of
pastoral or agricultural life; and, with the exception of Aus-
tralasia, they have extended to every part of the globe. They
pervaded every nation of civilized antiquity.”

Slavery existed among the Egyptians, the Hebrews, the
Babylonians, the Pheenicians, the Greeks, the Romans, and,
until later years, in every modern civilized nation on earth.
At the time it was planted in the American colonies it was
justified by the priesthood on the ground that it was taking
the Africans from a condition of barbarism and cannibalism
to where they could learn useful vocations, the methods of
civilized life, and something of the Christian religion.
Slavery was introduced into the American colonies long
before the American Revolution by the people and crowned
heads of Great Britain, France and Spain, and by the Dutch
merchants. At the date of the Declaration of Independence,
African slavery existed in all the colonies; and at the
adoption of the Constitution, in all the States but Massa-
chusetts. The Constitution of the United States, devised
by the patriotic fathers, who, by their skill, courage and
endurance won our independence, contained the following
provision on that subject :

r
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Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned
among the several States which may be included within this
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be de-
termined by adding to the whole number of free persons, includ-
ing those bound to service for a term of years, and excluding
Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.

The same article further provides that:

The migration or importation of such persons as any of the
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be
Erohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight

undred and eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person.

Thus was provision made for a continuance of the slave-
trade for twenty years after the adoption of the Constitution.
Another clause reads:

No person held to service or labor in one State, under the
laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of
any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to
whom such service or labor may be due. )

This was clearly intended to give the sanction of the
Constitution to the right of the owner of slaves to recapture
them if they escaped and to control their persons and labor.
I quote these clauses of the Constitution to show that the
institution of African slavery was recognized by it as lawful,
and was protected specially by its terms; and for the further
purpose of showing that if slavery was a sin it was a national
sin, and that the whole nation was responsible for its exist-
ence, and that if the Constitution had permitted it to be
abolished it should have been done at the cost of the nation.
But, in fact, the Congress had no power, under the Consti-
tution, to abolish it. It had always been treated as a domestic
and local institution, which the several States might abolish
or retain, independently of the power of Congress; and it
had been abolished by a number of States.
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It must be understood that I am not discussing the ques-
tion of whether slavery was right or wrong; and certainly
not with a view to its revival ; but some consideration of the
legal status of the institution must of necessity precede what
I shall say about the war between the States, and is essential
to a fair and just understanding of the causes of that great
struggle.

As time wore on the people of the Northern States found
slavery to be unprofitable and sold their negroes to the
planters of the South, where they could be more profitably
used on the cotton, tobacco, and sugar plantations. Subse-
quent to the American and French Revolutions, the opinions
of the people of western Europe and of the United States
changed on the subject of slavery, and Great Britain and
France freed their slaves in the West India islands; and
these islands have ever since remained in a chronic condition
of revolution.

The slavery question early began to be discussed in the
United States, and anti-slavery societies were formed; and
societies for the colonizing of negroes in Africa were or-
ganized especially in the Southern States. A few persons
manumitted their slaves, mostly in the South, and in a few
instances they were to be made free at a certain age. The
agitation of the question soon assumed a sectional character
and brought about a more or less violent agitation. This
caused Northern politicians to seize upon it as a means of
obtaining popular favor, and caused the people of the South
to cease the discussion of the question except to defend it.
There was indulged much unreasoning fanaticism by the
enemies of slavery following this, and the agitation pro-
duced sectional parties North and South, and became a real
danger to the Union. It should be borne in mind that in
the discussion of this question, the abstract right of man to
personal liberty was substantially the only question con-
sidered. The Abolitionists would not discuss the question
of race or its fitness and capacity for civilization and self-
government.

A,
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In 1856 the anti-slavery men were organized into a sec-
tional political party and nominated John C. Frémont of
California for President, and William L. Dayton of New
Jersey for Vice-President. These candidates received 114
electoral votes, all from Northern States; while James Buch-
anan of Pennsylvania and John C. Breckinridge of Ken-
tucky, the Democratic candidates, received 174, and were
elected. Encouraged by this evidence of strength, in 1860
the anti-slavery party nominated Abraham Lincoln of Illi-
nois for President and Hannibal Hamlin of Maine for
Vice-President ; and this ticket secured exclusively from the
Northern free States 180 votes, and was elected, John C.
Breckinridge receiving 72 electoral votes, John Bell 39, and
Stephen A. Douglas 12 (though he received a very large
popular vote). From this it is seen that the slavery question
had become strictly sectional, as between the North and the
South. During the struggle over the fugitive slave law
fourteen of the Northern States had passed what they called
“personal liberty” laws, making it a penal offense for any
officer or citizen to return or aid in returning a fugitive
slave to his master; thus attempting to nullify the provisions
of the Constitution, which they had taken an oath of office
to support, and defying the acts of Congress and the de-
cisions of the Supreme Court of the United States on this
great question. And here I quote the following extract from
a speech delivered by the Hon. W. H. Seward, in the city of
Boston on the 27th of August, 1860, during the canvass for
President and Vice-President, within less than three months
of the time at which Lincoln and Hamlin were elected to
the positions of President and Vice-President of the United
States. This quotation is made to show that Seward, one
of the most pronounced leaders of the Republican party, and
 Lincoln, who was elected President by that party, were dis-
tinctly committed to the doctrine that there was a higher
law than the Constitution of the United States, on which
they relied to secure its overthrow. And it is quoted to
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show that these two great leaders of that party were in full
harmony of view with the members of the State legislatures,
which had passed the “personal liberty” laws to nullify the
provisions of the Constitution and laws, and the decisions of
the courts on this subject. Mr, Seward said :

What a comment upon the wisdom of a man is given in this
single fact, that fifteen years only after the death of John
Quincy Adams, the people who hurled him from power and
from place, are calling to the head of the nation, to the very seat
from which he was expelled, Abraham Lincoln [enthusiastic
applausel, whose claim to that seat is that he confesses the
obligation of that higher law [applause]l which the sage of
Quincy proclaimed ; that he avows himself for weal or woe, for
life or death, a soldier on the side of freedom in the irrepressi-
ble conflict between freedom and slavery [prolonged applausel.
This, gentlemen, is my simple confession. I desire, now, only
to say that you have arrived at the last stage of this conflict,
before you reach the triumph which is to inaugurate this great
policy into the Government of the United States. But let not
your thoughts and expectations be confined to the present hour,
I tell you, fellow-citizens, that with this victory comes the end
of the power of slavery in the United States.

And I make the following quotation from the speech of
Mr. Chase, delivered before the Peace Congress, which
assembled in Washington City on the 6th of February, 1861.
Among other things, he said:

Aside from the territorial question—the question of slavery
outside of slave States—I know of but one serious difficulty.
I refer to the question concerning fugitives from service. The
clause in the Constitution concerning this class of persons is
regarded by almost all men, North and South, as a stipulation
for the surrender to their masters of slaves escaping into free
States. The people of the free States, however, who believe
that slaveholding is wrong, cannot and will not aid in the
reclamation, and the stipulation becomes, therefore, a dead
letter. You complain of bad faith, and the complaint is re-
torted by denunciations of the cruelty which would drag back
to bondage the poor slave who has escaped from it. You,
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thinking slavery right, claim the fulfilment of the stipulation ; we,
thinking slavery wrong, cannot fulfil the stipulation without
consciousness of participation in wrong. Here is a real diffi-
culty, but it seems to me not insuperable. It will not do for us
to say to you, in justification of non-performance, “the stipula-
tion 1s immoral, and therefore we cannot execute it”; for you
deny the immorality, and we cannot assume to judge for
you. On the other hand, you ought not to exact from us the
literal performance of the stipulation when you know that we
cannot perform it without conscious culpability. A true
solution of the difficulty seems to be attainable by regarding
it as a simple case where a contract, from changed circumstances,
cannot be fulfilled exactly as made. A court of equity in such
a case decrees execution as near as may be. It requires the
party who cannot perform to make compensation for non-
appearance. Why cannot the same principle be applied to the
rendition of fugitives from service? We cannot surrender—but
we can compensate. Why not then avoid all difficulties on all
sides and show respectively .good faith and good will by pro-
viding and accepting compensation where masters reclaim
escaping servants and prove their right of reclamation under
the Constitution? Instead of a judgment for compensation,
determined by the true value of the services, and let the same
judgment assure freedom to the fugitive. The cost to the
national treasury would be nothing in comparison with the evils
of discord and strife. All parties would be gainers.

Mr. Chase soon afterward was made Secretary of the
Treasury of the United States by Mr. Lincoln, who later
elevated him to the Chief Justiceship of the Supreme Court
of the United States. His speech is a deliberate statement,
from one of the ablest and most distinguished men of the
Republican party, that they repudiated and would not
comply with the provision of the Constitution requiring the
rendition of fugitive slaves. He says that “the people of
the free States believe that slaveholding is wrong, and will
not aid in their reclamation, and the stipulation [of the
Constitution], therefore, becomes a dead letter.” He also
says, “You [the people of the South] ought not to expect
from us the literal performance of the stipulation” of the
Constitution. The compact of Union, without agreeing
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to which the Union could not have been formed, the Con-
stitution which the President, the Secretary of the Treasury
and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States, and every other high officer of the United States
and of the State government had to take and did take a
solemn oath to support, was disregarded, along with the
acts of Congress and the decisions of the highest courts,
because of the modern opinion of a political party, that
these were all based on immorality. Can one well conceive
of a more dangerous and startling excuse for violating the
fundamental law, destroying the social and industrial system
of fifteen States of the Union, and the sacrifice of three
thousand million dollars of property in slaves?

But Mr. Chase proposed to substitute for the provisions
of the Constitution a compromise by paying for the slaves.
He could not be, and was not, ignorant of the fact that the
members of his party, in the Congress which preceded the
election of Lincoln as President, would not consent even
to discuss or to consider the question of paying for the
liberation of the slaves. He knew, as we were all made to
know, that the anti-slavery party had not the most remote -
intention of paying for them. And his speech, in this respect,
was but the pitiable attempt of a really able man to cover
up an unconstitutional proceeding marked by all the badges
of hypocrisy and bad faith.

These facts show that Seward and Chase, the two greatest
leaders of a great and then dominant political party, just
entering upon the control of the Government of the United
States, were engaged in teaching their party what would
appear to be treason by a palpable and intentional over-
throw of the Constitution, a nullification of the acts of
Congress, and a contemptuous disregard of the highest
courts, intending to change the character of the Government
by revolutionary methods.

Mr. Seward, one of the prominent Republican candidates
for the Presidency, and one of the most influential members
of that party, who became Secretary of State under Lincoln,
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had declared that the slavery question presented an
“irrepressible conflict.” Later, Abraham Lincoln, who in
time became President, declared that the “country could not
remain half free and half slave.” That could only mean
that the agitation must go on until the people of the non-
slaveholding States could secure the abolition of slavery by
unconstitutional means; for there was no other way by which
their purpose could be accomplished.

This agitation caused the inauguration of a civil war in
Kansas, in which many lives were lost and much property
destroyed. John Brown, who had obtained a bad notoriety
in Kansas, went back to the Northeast and organized an
armed band of revolutionists from the Northern States, with
which he invaded the State of Virginia for the purpose of
inaugurating a servile war between the white and black
people, with all the barbarism and cruelty which would of
necessity be engendered by such a war. They fortified
themselves at Harper’s Ferry, in that State. A few persons
were killed and Brown and some of his associates were cap-
tured, tried in the civil courts, condemned and hanged for
treason. The Northern people, instead of condemning the
dreadful crime of Brown, in a number of instances draped
their churches in mourning and spoke of him as a martyr;
showing their approval of this treasonable and revolutionary
invasion of the South.

During the Congress which immediately preceded the war,
thirty-odd compromise measures were presented in the two
Houses of Congress, all of them offered by Southern men or
Northern Democrats, for the purpose of trying to get some
plan adopted by which war and secession could be avoided,
and the rights of the States preserved. Every one introduced
in the House of Representatives was received with hooting
and derision by the Republicans. When the Southern mem-
bers appealed to those from the North to aid them in some
measure of peace which would preserve the Constitution and
preserve the rights of the States and of the people of the
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South, such appeals were answered by the statement, “We
are in the majority and you will have to submit.” The
Southern members and the Southern people did not want
secession—they only sought the protection which was due
them under the provisions of the Constitution. The Southern
people had always shown their devotion to the Union, even
while the New Englanders were threatening secession and
disunion.

I have gone through with the statement of some of the
facts of history, in order to do my part in dealing with what
were the opinions and practices of the whole world as to
slavery, and to fix the responsibility for that great war and
the enormous destruction of life and property where it
properly belongs, and to show that it was forced on the
South by a revolutionary movement for the purpose of
overthrowing so much of the Constitution as protected
slavery, and so much of it as concerned the question of
States’ Rights and States’ Sovereignty. But they were also
influenced by other great and controlling questions relating
to the industrial and financial affairs of the country, as I
shall show further on.

It has been assumed and is assumed by those who were
our adversaries that it was an unnecessary war, and that
it was brought about by political leaders in the South. I
think the facts I have presented show that the rights and
sovereignty of the States, and the social and industrial
systems of the South, and property, valued at about three
thousand million dollars, were dangerously menaced by
the policy and action of half the States and two-thirds of
the white population. Even with all this threatened wrong,
the South sought by every means in its control to avoid an
unequal war. The people of the South had no organized
government, they had no army, no navy, no treasury, and
the most limited means for creating any of these, as the South
had not been a manufacturing country. In attempting to
withdraw from the Union they hoped to do so peaceably
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and had no purpose to interfere in any way with any of the
rights of the Northern States. They simply desired to with-
draw from association with a government which had already
demonstrated its deadly hostility to the rights and interests
of their citizens; and to establish for themselves a govern-
ment friendly to their own interests. Those who were our

- adversaries have never dared, so far as I know, to discuss the

- incidents which preceded and led up to the war. The whole
public record is against them. They limit what they have
to say to what occurred during the war, and to a fraudulent
pretense that they were fighting for the old flag and to pre-
serve the Union. Doubtless hundreds of thousands of sol-
diers were made to believe this great falsehood, and were
engaged in what they believed to be a patriotic war; but the
great leaders of opinion who gave form and force to the
policy and movements which caused the war, either did so
as reckless political demagogues or for the purpose of pro-
ducing a condition of things which they knew would inevi-
tably cause war. Such will no doubt be the conclusion of the
impartial historian after the passion and prejudices of that
struggle shall have died away. Fortunately for the truth of
history, all of the material facts which show the causes lead-
ing to the war are so far matter of record. as to give the
people of after times its true account.

I quote the following paragraph from Dr. Curry’s Civil
History of the Confederate States, as it expresses better
than I could the sentiments which come into my mind after
writing the foregoing:

One of the most singular illustrations ever presented of the
power of literature to conceal and pervert, to modify and
falsify history, to transfer odium from the guilty to the
innocent, is found in the fact that the reproach of disunion has
ts)eenthslipped from the shoulders of the North to those of the

outh.

To illustrate the opinions of the American people, and the
policy of the Government of the United States in the past,
in addition to the quotations from the Constitution, and the
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reference to the acts of Congress, and opinions of the
Supreme Court referred to in former pages, it may not be
inappropriate to state the following historical facts:

General Washington, who commanded the armies during
the war which separated this country from Great Britain,
was the president of the convention which formed the Con-
stitution of the United States; he was chosen by the people
as the first President, and served in that office for two terms,
eight years; and he was understood to be the largest owner
of slaves in the United States. Mr. Jefferson, who was
President eight years; Mr. Madison, who served as Presi-
dent two terms ; Mr. Monroe, who filled the office two terms;
General Jackson, who served as President eight years; Mr.
Polk, four years; and General Taylor, who was elected
President and died during his term of office, were all slave-
holders. Many Senators and Representatives in Congress,
many governors of States, many justices of the Supreme
Court, circuit and district courts of the United States, many
high State officials, including legislative and judicial officers,
were slaveholders. Thousands of Christian men and women,
as devout and sincere as any on earth, including ministers of
the gospel, were slaveholders. The more fanatical of those
who were engaged in the crusade against slavery denounced
slavery as a sin, as the sum of all villainies, and must there-
fore have held that all the great and good men and women
I have just referred to were wicked, sinful, and villainous.
Is this just and reasonable?

It is proper to say that before the slavery agitation became
sectional and political, numbers of slaveholders and others
in the Southern States questioned the policy of slavery; a
few set their slaves free; others favored the colonization of
the negroes in Africa; and many felt that it was a bad
inheritance from which they did not see how they were to be
relieved. The system of slave labor was gradually giving
way in the border slave States, such as Maryland, K¢ntucky
and Missouri; and if the people of the Southern States had
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not been subjected to the fanatical crusade which precipi-
tated war, slavery would probably have slowly and finally
disappeared in all of them.

The slaves in the United States before the war were esti-
mated to be of the property value of three thousand million
dollars. This property was acquired under the authority of
the Constitution and laws of the United States, and of the
States where it existed. Under such conditions was it
patriotic, was it just, was it reasonable for the people who
did not own slaves,—<citizens of States where slavery did not
exist, which States and citizens had no right or authority
over the matter in States where it did exist, and where it was
protected under the Constitution and laws, Federal and
State,—to attempt to interfere or to control it? On this
question the States, and the people of different States, had
no more right to interfere with each other than if they had
belonged to different nations.

After the South had been forced into a war by the uncon-
stitutional and unlawful course of the North, the people of
the North assumed, and now insist, on so falsifying history
as to make it appear that the war was the result of Southern
policy. Surely in the face of the recorded history of the
past, this attempted great fraud cannot stand the test of
time and of impartial examination.

On a previous page I suggested that there were other
controlling causes of danger to the perpetuation of the Union
besides the question of slavery. I shall content myself by a
general statement of some of these causes, without elabora-
tion, as they form a part of the public general history of the
country.

In the convention which formed the Constitution there
was a serious division of opinion among its able and
patriotic members as to the character of the government
they were to establish. A number of the leading statesmen
of that day, with Thomas Jefferson as their leader, favored
a reversal of the old-world theory that political sovereignty
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resided in the head of the government, and that the people
were the subjects of that sovereign, insisting that the people
were citizens and not subjects; that sovereignty resided
in the citizens, who had the right to make, alter, or amend
their .form of government as they chose; that they pos--
sessed sufficient intelligence and virtue to create, organize,
and so administer the government as to secure protection to
life, person, and property and to maintain order in society;
and that public officers were public servants. There were
other able and patriotic statesmen of that time, with Alex-
ander Hamilton at their head, who doubted the capacity of
the people for self-government, and who believed a strong
government should be formed for the purpose of giving
protection to life, person, and property, with power to control
refractory States; a government somewhat on the plan of
the English government, omitting royalty and aristocracy.
Looking to the history of the past, and remembering that
the plan of self-government, as proposed, was an experiment,
it is not surprising that these differences of opinion should
have then existed. The aim of one of these parties was for
the largest liberty of the people, consistent with the main-
tenance of good government, and to limit the powers of the
Federal Government to jurisdiction over such matters as
related to international questions, and to questions of inter-
state policy, leaving the States with sovereign jurisdiction
over all local and domestic questions. The other party
favored a government with larger and more general powers.
Those who favored limiting the powers of the Federal
Government succeeded in getting their views imbedded in
the Constitution.

After the adoption of the Constitution opinions remained
divided between those who favored a strict construction and
those who favored a latitudinarian construction.of it. This
division, under one and another name, has continued down
to the present time; first as Federalists and Republicans,
afterward as Democrats and Whigs, and later as Demo-
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crats and Republicans. Neither of these antagonistic parties
has ever been willing to accord to the other fidelity to the
Union. The danger arising from these divisions, while
remote in the past, has ever been present, and now threatens
the safety of the Union, under the Constitution, more seri-
ously than at any former time.

The jurisdiction of Congress has been greatly enlarged
by the Republican party. Some of its measures in legisla-
tion, and in the attempt at legislation, have gone much
beyond anything proposed by the early Federalists. The
late President Garfield, in a speech delivered in the House °
of Representatives during the session of Congress preceding
his nomination for the Presidency, declared his preference
for the theory of General Hamilton rather than that of Mr.
Jefferson. After that declaration he was nominated and
elected President by the Republicans. The current action of
that party shows that it favors a centralized general govern-
ment. One of its boasted achievements, as a result of the
war, is that it destroyed the doctrine of States’ Rights. That
means that it claims to have enlarged the powers of the
Federal Government beyond what was intended by the Con-
stitution, and that it has correspondingly abridged the
powers of the State governments. This lets in on us a brood
of mischiefs which may prove fatal to our constitutional
government and to civil liberty.

Other causes which threatened the perpetuity of the Union
grew out of the jealousy and selfishness of the New England
States. When the United States in 1803 acquired the
Louisiana Territory those States protested vehemently
against its acquisition, partly on the ground that it would
give a preponderance to the agricultural States over the
manufacturing States; and they threatened to secede from
the Union. In the blindness of their jealousy, they seemed
unable to realize that the larger the area of free trade within
the Union the more extensive would be the market for their

- manufactured goods. They no doubt now understand.that.
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The war of 1812-15 with Great Britain was engaged in by
the United States perhaps more for the protection of the
shipping interests and the commerce of that section of the
Union, and to protect their seamen from unlawful impress-
ment by the British cruisers, than for any other single cause.
The people of New England opposed that war, encouraged
the British, and called a convention to consider whether they
would not withdraw from the Union. When the question
of the admission of Missouri into the Union was being con-
sidered, they again urged the view that its admission would
increase the power of the agricultural States to the disad-
vantage of the manufacturing States, and again they
threatened to secede from the Union. The same contention
was made when Texas was admitted; and again when the
treaty of 1848 between the United States and Mexico was
being considered, which contemplated the cession of a con-
siderable part of the territory of Mexico to the United States,
as indemnity for the expenses of the war brought on by the
acts of the Mexican Government.

A chief purpose of the manufacturers and capitalists of
New England was to control the financial policy of the Gov-
ernment so as to advance their pecuniary interests. In
1831-32 they had so far succeeded through unjust tariff
legislation, as to drive South Carolina into nullification, and
came near involving the Country in a war; which was only
averted by a gradual reduction of the tariff.

On the several points here suggested, and to show what
the views of the people of that portion of the Country were
as to the right of a State for sufficient cause to secede from
the Union, I make the following quotation from an address
delivered by the Hon. John H. Rodgers, one of the judges
of the district court of the United States, at a Confederate
reunion at New Orleans, in May, 1903:

"“An assemblage of citizens of Boston in Faneuil Hall in 1809, -
state, in a celebrated memorial, that they looked only to the
State legislatures, who were competent to devise relief against
h }
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the unconstitutional acts of the General Government. ‘That
your power is adequate to that object is evident from the
organization of the Confederacy.’ ”

Here is distinctively recognized the doctrine that each sover-
eign State has a right to judge alone of its own compacts and
agreements. This must, of necessity, be true unless the right
to interpret the compact or agreement has been waived, or the
power conferred upon another. This language of Madison is
buttressed by the acts of ratification of the Constitution by
some of the States. Virginia said in her ratification act:

“The delegates do in the name of Virginia declare and make
known that the powers granted under the Constitution of the
United States may be resumed by them whensoever the same
shall be perverted to their injury or oppression, and that every
power not granted thereby remains with them at their will.”

New York was even more specific, and Maryland and other
States showed equal concern in jealously safeguarding the
sovereignty of the States. '

In the prior history of the country repeated instances are
found of the assertion of the right of secession and of a purpose
entertained at various times to put it into execution. Notably
is this true of Massachusetts—indeed, of all New England.
In 1786, when the States were bound by the Articles of Con-
federation, we are told that the situation was “dangerous in the
extreme.” The agitation in Massachusetts was great and it
was declared that if Jay’s negotiations, closing the Mississippi
for twenty years, could not be adopted, it was high time for
the New England States to secede from the Union and form a
confederation for themselves.

Plumer traces secession movements in 1792 and 1794, and
says, “All dissatisfied with the measures of the government
looked to a separation of the States as a remedy for oppressive
grievances.”

In 1794 Fisher Ames said: “The spirit of insurrection has
tainted a vast amount of country besides Pennsylvania.”

In 1796 Governor Wolcott of Connecticut said: “I sincerely
declare that I wish the Northern States would separate from
the Southern States the moment that event [the election of
Jefferson] shall take place.”

Horatio Seymour, on October 8, 1880, in a public address in
New York City, thus spoke: ‘“The first threat of disunion
was uttered upon the floor of Congress by Josiah Quincy, one
of the most able and distinguished sons of Massachusetts.
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At an early day Mr. Hamilton, with all his distrust of the
Constitution, sent word to the citizens of Boston to stop their
threats of disunion and let the government stand as long as it
would. When our country was engaged with the superior
power, population, and resources of Great Britain, when its
armies were upon our soil, when the walls of its capitol were
blackened and marred by the fires kindled by our foes, and our
Union was threatened with disaster, the leading officials of
New England threatened resistance to the military measures of
the Administration. This was the language held by a conven-
tion of delegates appointed by the legislatures of three New
England States and by delegates from counties in Vermont:
‘In cases of deliberate, dangerous, and palpable infraction of
the Constitution, affecting the sovereignty of a State, and
liberties of the people, it is not only right but the duty of such
State to interpose for their protection in the manner best cal-
culated to secure that end. This covers the whole doctrine of
nullification” I may add, it covers the whole doctrine of
secession, for it recognized the right of the State to determine
when infractions of the Constitution have occurred, and to
apply their own remedies.”

The men who uttered these threats, which gave “aid and
comfort” to the enemies of this country while they were burn-
ing its capitol, were held in high esteem. To this day the
names of George Cabot, Nathan Dove, Roger M. Sherman,
and their associates are honored in New England.

The acquisition of Louisiana, in 1803, created much dissatis-
faction throughout New England, for the reason, as expressed
by George Cabot, Senator from Massachusetts, and the grand-
father of Senator Henry Cabot Lodge (in whose Life of
George Cabot the statement is made) : “That the influence of
our (northeastern) part of the Union must be diminished by
the acquisition of more weight at the other extremity.” At
the time secession, or the separation of the States, was freely
discussed with no suggestion of any idea among its advocates
that it was treasonable or revolutionary.

Colonel Timothy Pickering, an officer in the Revolution,
afterwards Postmaster-General, Secretary of War, and Secre-
tary of State in Washington’s Cabinet, and afterwards for
many years a Senator from Massachusetts, was also a leading
secessionist in his day. In Lodge’s Life of Cabot his letters
to Senator Cabot reveal his convictions of the power in a sover-
eign State to sever its connection with the Union. In one of his
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letters, written in 1803 to a friend, he says: “I will not despair.
I will rather anticipate a new Confederacy, exempt from cor-
rupt and corrupting influences and oppressions of the aristo-
cratic Democrats of the South. There will be (our children at
the farthest will see it) a separation. The white and black
population will mark the boundary.”

In another letter he says: “The principles of our Revolu-
tion point to the remedy—a separation ; that this can be accom-
plished without spilling one drop of blood, I have little doubt.”

Other quotations to the same point, found in the letters of
Colonel Pickering, might be given. The occasion forbids. Such
were his views of the nature of the compact under the Constitu-
tion. He was a revolutionary patriot, a friend and associate
of Washington, and a trusted servant, during many long years,
of Massachusetts.

In 1811, in the debate of the bill for the admission of Louis-
iana into the Union, Josiah Quincy, a member of Congress
from Massachusetts, said: “If this bill passes, it is my delib-
erate opinion that it is virtually a dissolution of the Union;
that it will free the States from moral obligation, and as it
will be the right of all, so it will be the duty of some definitely
to prepare for that separation, amicably if they can, violently
if they must.”

Cabot, Quincy, and Pickering were strong Federalists, not
misguided advocates of States’ Rights, but friends of a strong,
centralized Federal Government.

All of us know of the Hartford Convention, held in 1814,
growing out of the war with Great Britain, in which were
representatives regularly elected by the legislatures of Massa-
chusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, and representatives
irregularly chosen from New Hampshire and Vermont. They
sat with closed doors, but it is known that their object was
the discussion of the expediency of those States withdrawing
from the Union and setting up a separate Confederation. They
determined upon its expediency then, but published to the world
the conditions and circumstances under which its dissolution
might become expedient.

In the years 1844-45,when measures were taken for the annex-
ation of Texas, the legislature of Massachusetts passed a reso-
lution that: “The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, faithful
to the compact between the people of the United States, accord-
ing to the plain meaning and intent in which it was understood
by them, is sincerely anxious for its preservation; but it is
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determined, as it doubts not the other States are, to submit to
undelegated powers in no body of men on earth; and that
the project for the annexation of Texas, unless arrested on
the threshold, may tend to drive these States into a dissolution
of the Union.”

I need offer no apology for making this long quotation,
which fully sustains my briefer reference to important facts
of history; and shows very conclusively that the people of
that part of the Union now entertain very different views as
to the right of a State to secede, from those they formerly
advocated. Their arguments of late years, on this question,
would convict their fathers of threatened revolution and
treason, which would seem to be rather unfilial; and creates
a suspicion of hypocrisy, and can hardly be classed as politi-
cal honesty.

It is a noteworthy fact that while the representatives of
the other States disapproved and condemned these threats
of secession, they never denied the right of a State to secede
when there was no other remedy against wrongs and oppres-
sions.

I could wish to be dealing in recitals of a more pleasant
character, but the foregoing facts are a part of the history
of the times with which I have to deal; and if they are not
of as cheerful a nature as might be desired, it must be
remembered that it is the facts themselves, and not the recital
of them, which may be disagreeable. If the action of the
people of New England, at the time mentioned, was patriotic,
the action of the people of the South from 1861 to 1865 must
also have been patriotic. If the people of the South from
1861 to 1865 were rebels and traitors, those of New England
must also have advocated rebellion and treason.

In the end the alternative was offered to the Southern
people to submit to all this, to surrender the protection of the
Constitution and laws of the United States, and to become
the degraded and dishonored victims of Northern fanaticism
and abolitionism and avarice, or to secede from the Union

-
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and form a government friendly to their own rights and
interests. They chose the latter alternative, and, after one
of the most heroic struggles known to history, and such a
sacrifice of life and property as has hardly been equaled in
any war, they failed to maintain their independence and sepa-
rate nationality, and were doomed to pass through all the
crime and horror of the years of Reconstruction. And they
are now citizens of a country governed by a party which has
enlisted under its banners the corporate wealth of the banks,
the railroads, the manufacturing establishments, the great
trusts; and instead of a constitutional government resting on
great principles, and controlled by patriotic citizenship, we
have a government largely outside of the Constitution, con-
trolled by class interests and money, and labor organizations;
with a contest between capital and labor as to which shall be
the master, and get the most money from the people.

Notwithstanding the horrors of the war between the
States, the crimes and robberies of Reconstruction, the annul-
ment of the State governments of the South, the disfran-
chisement of the white race, and the enfranchisement of the
negro, the people of the South have reestablished civil gov-
ernments, revived their industries, and restored prosperity
for their people. Hard as their fortune has been in the past,
they have accepted the new conditions, and hope for the
restoration of constitutional principles of government, and
for the maintenance of popular liberty. The Constitution
once covered and protected the people wherever the Ameri-
can flag floated, but now by the action of Congress and the
decisions of the Supreme Court its flag covers vast extents
of territory and ten millions of people where the Army and
Navy carry it, but where the inhabitants are not under
the government and protection of the Constitution. For
some purposes they are in the United States, and for other
purposes they are aliens; a condition and a policy which indi-
cate that Congress and the Supreme Court consider the Con-
stitution of the United States unconstitutional.
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When we consider the departures from the Constitution
since the year 1860, the increase of the jurisdiction of Con-
gress, the growth and expenditures of the Federal Govern-
ment, no thoughtful man can fail to feel a sense of anxiety
and fear for the future of the great Republic. I shall not
object to the criticism these thoughts will subject me to, if
they shall in any degree have the effect of directing attention
to the dangers which now lie before us.



CHAPTER IX
ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT

Shortly after the delivery of my protest against the
measures proposed by Congress concerning the South, I left
miy seat and started for Texas. This was toward the end of
January, 1861. My conduct finds its excuse in the hard
logic of the situation; for it had become apparent that the
people of the Southern States could no longer expect the
protection of the Constitution. When we appealed to the
Republicans to grant our rights under the Constitution, they
answered by saying, “We have the majority, and you must
submit.” It soon came to the point that I felt I could not
sit with them and retain my self-respect and be faithful to
the rights and honor of the people I represented.

When I reached New Orleans, I learned that I had been
elected a member of the Texas State Convention ; and instead
of going to my home, I went to Austin, the capital, where
the convention was to meet. I arrived there on the morning
of the third day of the session. At the breakfast table I met
several members of the convention; and inquired whether
any effort had been made to secure the cooperation of the
State administration with the convention. I was answered
in the negative, with the added statement that they feared
Governor Houston would not receive any overture in a
friendly spirit, he being opposed to the secession of the State
from the Union. My relations with him were such that I
felt we could confer freely together on the matter, and soon
after breakfast I called on him at his office in the Capitol,
and informed him that I had come to ascertain whether
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cooperation could be had between the State government and
the convention on the subject of the course which should be
adopted by our State.

After he disposed of some routine business, he invited me
into his private room, where we at once entered upon this
subject. In answer to some suggestions of mine, he said,
“You know I am a Union man and opposed to secession.”
I replied that I knew he was, but that the sectional trouble
had reached the point where individual opinions might have
to yield to the necessities of the State. He replied, “The
people are going to war on the question of slavery, and the
firing of the first gun will sound the knell of slavery.” My
answer was that many persons thought there would be no
war, that the commercial and manufacturing interests of
the North and East would cause them to oppose a war, and
that it was thought these same interests abroad, especially
in Great Britain and France, would cause them to use their
influence for peace. His reply to me was that the passions
and prejudices of the North would provoke them to disre-
gard these material interests; that Great Britain had been
for forty years working to stimulate sectional hostility
between the North and the South, looking to the disruption
of the Union; that she desired this because of her jealousy
of the great Republic, and because a war with us would
enable her to build up her cotton planting interests in India;
and that the people of France were still more opposed to our
system of government, and war here would give that nation
time to strengthen its cotton planting interests in Algeria.

During the war on several occasions I recalled his predic-
tion when reading the newspapers of London and Liverpool,
which it was understood reflected English sentiment; and I
called the attention of the President and Cabinet more than
once to the fact that when the Confederates won a victory
these journals seemed to favor the Federal side, and that
when the Federals were victorious, the Confederates were
flattered. :
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In the further course of our conversation I referred to
President Houston’s commanding position in Texas and the
South, and to the fact that at a time of such peril they had a
right to look to him for counsel. He answered that he had
been born and reared in the South, that his honors had all
come from that section, and that while he was opposed to
secession, he would not draw his sword against his own
people.

On the 2d day of February the convention passed an ordi-
nance dissolving the connection of Texas with the Govern-
ment of the United States; and a few days later delegates
were elected to a Provisional Congress, which had been
called by the seceding States of South Carolina, Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. I was one
of those chosen, and was associated with Louis T. Wigfall
and John Hemphill, ex-United States Senators, T. N. Waul,
John Gregg, and W. B. Ochiltree.

My absence from home during the session of Congress and
the convention at Austin rendered it imperative that I should
go there on my way to Montgomery, and because of this
delay I reached that place after the other delegates.

On February 4, 1861, the convention of the Southern
States met in Montgomery, and on the 8th of February it
adopted a provisional Constitution. This was followed by
the adoption of a permanent Constitution on the 11th of
March, creating a new government, which was styled “The
Confederate States of America.” On the gth of February
Jefferson Davis of Mississippi was elected President, and
Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia, Vice-President.

Mr. Davis was a graduate of the Military Academy at
West Point, had served a number of years as a commissioned
officer in the Army of the United States, and after resigning,
for some years had engaged in the management of his plan-
tation, and in the study of the physical sciences. He was
elected to the Congress of the United States, was offered by
President Polk an appointment as brigadier-general in the
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war with Mexico, which was declined on the ground that
under the Constitution he believed the officers of the volun-
teer forces should be elected by those they were to command.
He resigned his seat in Congress to accept the command of a
regiment of Mississippi rifles. In the war he distinguished
himself by his courage and especially by the celebrated V
formation in the Battle of Buena Vista, where he received
a severe wound. Returning home he was soon afterward
appointed United States Senator. In the Cass and Taylor
campaigns of 1848 he was chosen Presidential elector on the
Democratic ticket. In 1853 he resigned his place as Senator
to accept the appointment of Secretary of War under Presi-
dent Pierce. At the end of his service as Secretary of War
he was again elected to the Senate of the United States,
which position he resigned on the passage of the ordinance
of secession by the State of Mississippi. He had acquitted
himself with distinguished ability and fidelity to duty in every
official and private relation.* On the 6th of November, 1861,
he was elected President of the constitutional government of
the Confederacy, for the term of six years, and was inaugu-
rated on the 22d of February, 1862.

Vice-President Stephens, a distinguished citizen of the
State of Georgia, and a lawyer of prominence, represented
many years one of the districts of that State in Congress,
exhibiting ability of a very high order and being ranked as
one of the ablest debaters in that body.t

President Davis selected the Hon. Robert Toombs of
Georgia for the position of Secretary of State. He had
served for many years the people of Georgia, with much

*After the war, President Davis crowned the great labors of his
eventful life by writing and giving to the public his history of the
Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government, in two volumes, and
his short history of the Confederate States of America, a most valu-
asble exposition of the cause and the conduct of the war between the

tates.

t Vice-President Stephens, like President Davis, rounded the labors
of a useful and distinguished life by writing -and publishing in two
volumes a history of the War Between the States.
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distinction in both the House of Representatives and the
Senate of the United States. Mr. Toombs was a man of
massive intellect, strong will, and of very clear and deep
convictions on public questions. He was the peer of the
ablest in the Senate of the United States.

The Hon. C. G. Memminger of South Carolina was made
Secretary of the Treasury. He was a capable and learned
man, one of the leading lawyers of his State, and an experi-
enced and able financier. Added to this, he was a real
Christian gentleman.*

The Hon. Leroy Pope Walker of Alabama became Secre-
tary of War. He was a talented lawyer and an earnest
patriot, and became one of the hardest working members of
the Cabinet.

The Hon. Stephen R. Mallory of Florida was made Secre-
tary of the Navy. He was an accomplished scholar, a promi-
nent lawyer, and an amiable, excellent man. He had served
his State in the Senate of the United States for many years,
much of the time at the head of the committee on naval
affairs. His was a very difficult position to fill, as it required
of him the creation of a naval establishment in the absence,
in a large measure, of the necessary materials, and with the
very limited manufacturing facilities of the Confederacy.
His achievements in this respect were greater than could have
been expected.t

Judah P. Benjamin of Louisiana was appointed Attorney-
General. He ranked with the best lawyers of the United
States, and served with marked distinction the State of
Louisiana in the United States Senate. He was a learned
and most eloquent advocate. After the war he went to Eng-
land, wrote a book on the law of Contracts, and had con-
ferred on him the honor of being made Queen’s Counselor.

*Since his death Bishop Capers of South Carolina has given to the
public The Life and Times of C. G. Memminger, which, among other
matters, sets forth much valuable information about the finances of the
Confederacy.

tSee the Confederate Navy, by Thomas Scharf.



ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT 109

I did not arrive at the seat’of government until after the
election of the President and Vice-President; but took an
active part in the later proceedings.

When I reached Montgomery I called on the President,
and in our conversation said to him that if I had been present
at the election I should not have voted for him; not, however,
because I distrusted his fitness for the high office, but because
I wanted him at the head of the army. This position, he
confessed, would have been more agreeable to him. I added
that I should not have voted for Mr. Stephens, because it
was the first time I had known of a people embarking in a
revolution and selecting as one of their leaders a person
known to be opposed to it.

On March 6, much to my surprise, President Davis ten-
dered me the portfolio of Postmaster-General, which I
declined ; and a second tender was also declined. It had been
previously offered to Mr. Ellet of Mississippi, who had been
for eight years a prominent member of the Congress of the
United States, and to Col. Wirt Adams, a distinguished
citizen of the same State. I feared to undertake the réle.
Mr. Davis informed me that Mr. Ellet and Mr. Adams had
both declined for the very reasons which had influenced my
conclusion. After I had declined the second time, I was
called on by several members of the Congress, among them
Gen. T. N. Waul of Texas, and Hon. J. L. M. Curry of
Alabama, later of Virginia, and was requested to accompany
them to see the President. After reaching the Executive
Office, the question of the appointment of a Postmaster-
General was brought up, and I was urged by these members
of Congress, and by the President and his Cabinet, to accept
the position. My objection was, that our people under the
Government of the United States had been accustomed to
regular postal facilities; that when the service under that
Government came to an end, it would require considerable
time to reestablish such a service, and that in the mean time
dissatisfaction would arise on account of the want and
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necessity of mail facilities, and that this would most likely
be supposed to arise from the incapacity of the head of that
department ; and that while I would gladly perform my duty
to the Confederacy, I did not desire to become a martyr. It
was insisted that we must not concede that there was a
department of government which we could not organize.
The President and the members of his Cabinet, and the
members of Congress who were present, stated that if I
would accept the portfolio they would do all they could to
aid me and sustain me against any unjust criticism. I very
reluctantly consented to accept the position, and on retiring
from this meeting, instead of feeling proud of the honor con-
ferred on me, I felt that I was to be condemned by the public
for incapacity.

Thus, then, was constituted the Executive machinery of
a government which was about to undertake problems the
like of which the world has perhaps never seen.

The attempt to organize and to administer the Govern-
ment of the Confederate States, in view of the disadvantages
under which it was made, growing out of the disparity of
population, wealth and resources, was a severe trial upon the
wisdom, the courage and the endurance of her people. That
conflicts of opinions should have arisen between those
charged with the responsibility for this great movement was
to have been expected. But in common fairness there ought
to have been no other conflicts as to the facts involved, than
such as may have grown out of the different view points of
those concerned, or out of defects of memory. It is to be
regretted that differences have grown up between able and
good men who sustained the Confederate cause. And it is
to be feared that these conflicts of opinion have not in all
cases shown all the parties to them to have been free from
ambition, jealousy and selfishness. It is unfortunate that
patriotic men devoted to a cause so sacred should have mis-
understood one another, and it is much more unfortunate
that they should have so far yielded to passion and to preju-
dice as to indulge in misrepresentation.



ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT 111

I am led to these observations because of what seemed to
me to be studied misrepresentations of President Davis and
his Cabinet on important public questions.

First. It was assumed by Vice-President Stephens, by
Governor Brown of Georgia, by Gen. Joseph E. Johnston
and others, that the failure of the Confederate Government,
at the beginning of the war, to purchase all the cotton in the
Confederacy, and ship it abroad, to be used in buying ships
and war material, showed that the President and Cabinet did
not understand or realize the gravity of the situation of the
Confederacy, and failed to make use of this means of success.

Second. That President Davis by his instructions to the
Hampton Roads Commissioners caused the failure of that
conference to agree to terms of peace, and that this made him
responsible for the continuance of the war, the sacrifice of
life and property, and sufferings of the people which fol-
lowed.

Third. That the President favored and approved the
law of conscription of 1862, which it was alleged was unnec-
essary, unwise and unconstitutional.

Fourth. That President Davis was self-willed and arbi-
trary, and extreme, and refused or rejected the prudent
counsels of others.

I do not wish to be understood as assuming that these were
the only grounds of criticism of the President and his Cabi-
net; but refer to them as the points chiefly relied on by that
class of persons who sought to discredit and bring into disre-
pute his administration of the Confederate Government, both
during and after the war.

I will consider the above stated questions in the order
named.

First. The President and Vice-President of the Confed-
eracy were elected on the gth of February, 1861, some days
before the arrival of Davis at Montgomery, Alahama, the
temporary capital of the Confederacy. The Provisional
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Congress of the Confederacy was assembled on the 18th day
of February, 1861. The organization of the Cabinet was
not completed until the 6th of March, 1861. Mr. Horace
Greeley, who was a very earnest advocate of abolitionism,
and a strong Union man, denied the authority of the Federal
Government to coerce the States. During the first session
of the Provisional Congress of the Confederacy the New
York Herald favored the adoption by the United States of
the Constitution of the Confederacy as the best means of
reconciliation and of avoiding a war. And General Winfield
Scott, at the head of the Army of the United States, was
reported to have said, “let the erring sisters go,” meaning
the Southern States.

The postal service and the express companies of the United
States remained in full operation in all the Southern States
until the first of June, 1861, when they were succeeded by
the service under Confederate authority. On the 26th of
February, 1861, President Davis appointed Messrs. A. B.
Roman of Louisiana, Martin J. Crawford of Georgia, and
John Forsyth of Alabama, as Commissioners to the Govern-
ment of the United States, with authority to negotiate for a
peaceful settlement of all questions between the Confederate
and the United States Governments. On the 13th of March,
1861, Commissioners Forsyth and Crawford submitted to
Secretary of State Seward an offer for the peaceful adjust-
ment of the differences between the twe governments, which
was rejected by Seward. I make the foregoing statements
to show that up to the time of the conflict at Charleston Har-
bor, April 13th, 1861, hopes were still being entertained that
war might be averted; and that, therefore, no foresight, up
to that time, could have pointed to the necessity of the Con-
federate Government endeavoring to get control of the cotton
in the Southern States.

In order to show the injustice and the unreasonable char-
acter of the charge that the Confederate authorities were
derelict in failing to control the whole or even the greater
part of this cotton I submit the following facts:
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Bishop Capers in his history of the life and times of the
Hon. C. G. Memminger, who was Secretary of the Treasury
of the Confederacy, referring to the criticisms of Gen. Joseph
E. Johnston of the Confederate authorities, says:

The substance of General Johnston’s charge is that the failure
of the Confederate cause was 'due to the failure of its finances;
that the Government failed to adopt the true financial policy,
which was easy enough to do, and ‘“generally understood in
the country.” Having made this very remarkable charge the
General proceeds to unfold his plan as follows.

The government was organized in February, and he states
that the blockade of the Southern ports, though proclaimed
in May, was not made “effective” until the end of the following
winter—a period of twelve months—in which “it would have
been easy” to ship and convert into money four or five million
bales of cotton, etc.

It must certainly surprise the reader when he looks into this -
grave proposition that the four or five million bales of cotton
had no existence except in the fancy of the General. The
total crop of 1860-61 was officially reported as 3,849,000 bales.
Of this 3,000,000 bales had been exported up to February,
the month when the Confederate Government was organized,
and 600,000 bales were in the hands of the New England spin-
ners, the seed for the next crop (1861-62) not being yet in the
ground. Itis needless to examine into the merits of this scheme
any further. Granting that the cotton did exist in the Southern
States, it would have been impossible, as Mr. Memminger
clearly shows, to have shipped any large quantity of it. So
that the whole charge of failure of the financial policy by
General Johnston resolves itself into a fleet of phantom ships
loaded with phantom cotton. This singular charge has only
been noticed on account of the high source from which it ema-
nates, and because of the currency which the idea has obtained
among a class of critics.

I make the follovﬁng quotation from the answer of Secre+
tary Memminger to the charges of General Johnston:

CuARLESTON, March 27, 1874.
To THE EDpITOR OF THE News and Courier:
I observe by your paper of yesterday, which extracts a pas-
sage from General Johnston's book, that he follows the ancient
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example of our forefather Adam, in casting the fault of a gen-
eral calamity on some other person. He attributes the failure
of the Southern Confederacy to the blunder of the Government,
at its first institution, in not possessing itself of the cotton crop
then in the hands of the planters. This cotton (according to
the General) should have been shipped in anticipation of the
blockade, and it would then have furnished a basis for future
credit. As I was at that time in charge of the Treasury Depart-
ment, the responsibility of this failure would rest chiefly on
me; and you will therefore not consider it out of place that I
should correct misapprehensions which seem to have misled
yourself as well as General Johnston.

In this connection we should bear in mind the facts herein
stated, which show that there was not sufficient reason to
obtain the cotton, because of the possibility of avoiding war
until after the 13th of April. And the blockade having been
put in force in May would leave less than a month in which
to have obtained and sent abroad so large a quantity of
cotton. I quote again from this letter of Secretary Mem-
minger:

This would have required a fleet of four thousand ships,
allowing one thousand bales to a ship. Where would these
vessels have been procured in the face of the notification of
the blockade, and was not as much of the cotton shipped by
private enterprise as could have been shipped by the Govern-
ment ?

I quote again from Memminger’s letter:

At the commencement of the Government the Treasury had
not funds to pay for the table on which the Secretary was
writing ; and the first purchases of the Government made abroad
were made on the private draft of the Secretary. There was
not to be found, in the whole Confederacy, a sheet of bank
note paper on which to print a note. Forecasting this need,
the Secretary had ordered from England a consignment of
note paper and lithographic materials, the vessel containing
which was captured on the high seas; and many of the friends
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of the late Colonel Evans, of our city, will remember that he
nearly lost his life in the attempt to bring across the lines a
single parcel of note paper. It is within the memory of the
printers of these notes, that months elapsed before bonds or
notes could be engraved and printed ; and these constituted our
entire currency. How, then, was cotton to be paid for?

And when the mechanical difficulties were overcome, the
financial presented an equal barrier. The scheme for raising
money, adopted by Congress, was to issue Confederate notes,
funding the redundant notes in interest-bearing bonds; and
all payments at the Treasury were made with these notes. The
daily demands on the Treasury exceeded greatly the means of
supply. Now, if instead of applying the notes to the daily
payments required at the Treasury they had been used to pur-
chase cotton, the Treasury would have found itself filled with
cotton, without any money to meet the wants of the Govern-
ment until that cotton could be shipped and sold.

If instead of payment in notes the bonds of the Government
had been used to purchase the cotton crop, those bonds would
have been thrown in the market to meet the necessities of the
planters, and their value as a means of funding the surplus
currency would have been destroyed. It is obvious to any one
acquainted with finance that this would have broken down the
Confederacy currency within the first year of its existence,
whereas the plan pursued sustained the credit of the Con-
federacy until broken down under calamities by which no credit
could survive.

The question of the purchase of the cotton for the use of
the Government was fully discussed and considered by the
President and Cabinet; and for reasons like those suggested
by Secretary Memminger, and for others, it was held to be
impracticable to attempt to secure the whole cotton crop, or
even that part of it which remained in the hands of the
planters, after the 3,000,000 bales had been exported, and
after 600,000 bales had gone into the hands of the New
England spinners, up to the time of the organization of the
Confederate Government ; except to purchase so much of the
cotton as could be obtained and shipped through the
blockade. A good deal of the cotton (I cannot give the

-
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approximate amount) was so obtained, paid for by the notes
or bonds of the Confederacy, and shipped to Europe for the
purchase of arms and other supplies and to meet the neces-
sities of the Government for funds to be used by our agents
abroad.

Other important facts are shown in the volume above
quoted, which shows the silly absurdity of the attacks made
on the Government on this account.

These attacks were encouraged by Vice-President
Stephens, and industriously urged by a few persons who
seemed to suppose it to be necessary to defame the President
and his Cabinet in order to increase the reputation of Mr.
Stephens for statesmanship. And they succeeded in deceiv-
ing many others who had no such purpose in view, and
among them Gen. G. B. Gordon and Gen. Richard Taylor,
who were induced to adopt the views of Stephens and Gen-
eral Johnston on this question.

Mr. Memminger was a man of great ability, an earnest
patriot, and sincerely devoted to the cause of the Confed-
eracy. And while his reports as Secretary of the Treasury
show his thorough understanding of the questions involved
in the management of the Treasury Department, the failure
of Congress to second his views, in connection with the inhe-
rent difficulties of the problem, caused him to resign the post
of Secretary of the Treasury on the 15th of June, 1864.

Second. Referring to the attacks on the President con-
nected with the Hampton Roads Conference. I have fully
demonstrated their absurdity and injustice in another part
of this book, and need make no further reference to this in
this connection.

Third. When the Congress, during its first session at
Montgomery, was preparing regulations for the organiza-
tion of the Army of the Confederacy, because of the experi-
ence of President Davis as an officer in the Army and as
Secretary of War of the United States, the committee having
bills for that purpose in charge, called on him with them, for
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his advice and assistance. The committee had proposed a
bill for the enlistment of soldiers for the term of six months.
Mr. Davis suggested to them that the term of enlistment
should be made longer; that it would require six months to
train the raw infantry soldiers, and to inure them to camp
life, and that it would require twelve months to make cavalry
efficient. He also stated to the committee that we could
enlist as many men for the term of three years or during the
war as we could arm and equip. It was urged by the mem-
bers of the committee that by enlisting men for the short
term of six months so many could be called into the service,
as by their numbers to prevent a war. It was also assumed
by them that one Southerner would be equal to two or more
Northern men. To these suggestions Mr. Davis replied that
we could not rely on the number of soldiers we might put in
the field to prevent war. He also stated that while the men
of the South were as a rule more ready to resent personal
insult than those of the North, his experience caused him to
say to them that in an army organization they had better
recognize the necessity of man for man. He stated to the
committee that by enlisting men for three years or the war
they would provide for an army, and that we could get as
many men as we could arm and equip. It was suggested that
we would in all probability have a short war. His reply to
this was that the war was more likely to last thirty years than
to end in a short time, and that it might be we would not live
to see the end of it. After discussing the matter all he could
do was to induce the committee to provide for the enlistment
of men for the term of twelve months. And such was the
provision made for our army.

In view of General McClellan’s contemplated advance
upon Richmond, and owing to the uncertainty as to whether
he would move by the inland route, as had been done by his
predecessors, or by way of the Chesapeake Bay and Fortress
Monroe, it was agreed, after a conference between the Presi-
dent and General Johnston, that our army should fall back
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from the line of the Occoquan, and take position in Stafford
County, in the vicinity of Fredericksburg, after taking time
to move his army supplies back, and after, by the use of
barges in the night time, removing our heavy siege guns
from Cock Pit Point on the Potomac, down to Aquia Creek.
This movement was made in March, 1862. I may elsewhere
say something of the ill advised and unnecessary haste with
which this was done, involving as it did the useless destruc-
tion of a large amount of army supplies.

The first law of conscription passed by the Confederate
Congress became effective on the 16th of April, 1862. It
provided among other things for putting all the men of the
Confederacy, between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five,
into the military service, and for retaining in the service the
men who had enlisted for twelve months, until the end of a
three years’ term, but under the conditions named providing
for the reorganization, and for allowing them furloughs and
the pay of bounty. In March, 1862, General McClellan put
in motion his plan of concentrating his forces at Fortress
Monroe. On the 6th of April, President Lincoln wrote him
that he had an army of over 100,000 men. On May 1
General Johnston ordered the evacuation of Norfolk by our
army. And on the 1oth of May the officers of the Navy
abandoned and burned the Virginia. And when the great
battle of Seven Pines, in front of Richmond, was fought on
the 31st of May and 1st of June, 1862, McClellan had an
army of over 100,000, the Confederates 73,000. The Con-
federates lost in the battle killed, wounded, and missing
6,084. The Federal loss was 5,739. The greater loss of the
Confederates was due to their attacking the Federals in their
intrenchments. This battle was fought in the immediate
vicinity of the capital of the Confederacy. Its safety
depended on the result.

In January, 1862, our forces had been defeated and Roa-
noke Island lost, and Pamlico Sound opened to the enemy.
The great battle at Corinth had been fought and lost on the
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6th of April, 1862, in which the aggregate of our killed,
wounded, and missing was 10,697.

I have made this recital in order to show the peril in which
the Confederate cause was placed on the date at which the
conscription law became effective, April 16, 1862.

At that time the Confederate Army was composed chiefly
of men who had enlisted for the term of twelve months, and
the term of most of them would then soon expire. After the
defeat of the Federal forces at Bull Run that Government
recognized the necessity of a real army, and when General
McClellan advanced on Richmond he had a thoroughly
organized, equipped, and drilled force of 100,000 men. If
our men were to retire at the end of their twelve months’
service, our only hope would be to get together an army of
raw, undisciplined soldiers to meet the great and well organ-
ized and disciplined armies of the United States.

This was the problem presented to the President and Con-
gress. If Congress had adopted the views of Vice-President
Stephens and Governor Brown of Georgia and a few others
in opposition to the law of conscription, this would have
caused an inglorious collapse of the Confederacy in 1862.
Now, since our cause was lost, it may be said such a result
would have prevented the great battles and loss of life and
property which subsequently occurred.

But was there a patriotic or a sane man in the Confederacy
at that time, in view of what must have followed such a
result, who would have been willing to surrender our cause
and our hopes without a further earnest and manly struggle
for self-government, independence, and liberty? Either that
or the enactment of the law of conscription was necessary.
In view of the facts here presented, who is there that would
say that law should not have been passed? Then as to its
expediency. Its constitutionality was sustained by the
decisions of the courts of several of the States. Among them
was Virginia, in the case of Burrough vs. Payton and
Abrams vs. Payton. Inthem the courtsaid: “The conscript

P
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law is a legitimate exercise of the power of Congress to raise
armies, which is distinct from the power to employ the militia
of the country.” And the Supreme Courts of the States of
Georgia and North Carolina made similar decisions.

President Davis, in a letter in answer to the position of
Governor Brown of Georgia, dated May 29th, 1862, which
is too long to be copied here, demonstrates, with unanswer-
able effect, the necessity, the constitutionality, and the wis-
dom of the passage of that law. See his Rise and Fall of the
Confederate Government, pages 506 to 514.

Fourth. In reference to the charge that Mr. Davis was
self-willed and arbitrary, and would not accept the advice of
others, and was extreme in his views, I say that after an
acquaintance with him before the war, and after the war
ended, and having confidential relations with him during
that entire struggle, I think I am enabled to form a just
estimate of his characteristics and the habits of his mind.
My conclusion is that he had two characters—one for social
and domestic life and the other for official life. In the first
he was one of the most pleasant and genial men I ever knew,
a remarkably agreeable conversationalist, and all women and
children seemed instinctively to love him. In the second he
was wholly given up to duty. When a subject came up for
consideration, if important, his habit was to exhaust all avail-
able sources of information before reaching a conclusion.
The conclusion once reached, that ended it. I suppose one of
the reasons why some have supposed him to be self-willed
was because they sought to discuss with him questions upon
which he had formed and expressed his opinion ; and because
he would not re-discuss such questions, they assumed that he
was arbitrary and self-willed. Any one knowing the great
number of questions he had to pass on will understand why
he could not consent to re-discuss questions already dis-
posed of.

As to his refusing to accept advice, I will give an example
to show the error of this supposition. During the early part
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of 1863 the question was discussed between the President,
his Cabinet, and Gen. R. E. Lee as to whether our army
should go north of the Potomac. General Lee favored such
a movement. One of his reasons for it was that army sup-
plies had become scarce south of that river, while they were
abundant north of it. My own belief is that he favored such
a campaign because he believed he commanded an invincible
army, which had been victorious in so many great battles,
and in all of them against greatly preponderating numbers
and resources. At the same time we were considering the
importance and necessity of holding Vicksburg and Port
Hudson, and thereby preserving our communications with
the States west of the Mississippi, which was a matter of
serious consequence.

In the Cabinet I opposed the plan of crossing the Potomac,
and favored the plan of allowing General Lee to threaten
such a movement, without executing it; and at the proper
time for 25,000 or 30,000 of his army to be sent to reinforce
General Pemberton at Vicksburg. This view was not
favored by any other member of the Cabinet, and I had to
give it up. While I had very decided views on this subject I
had to yield. I could not expect, on such a question, to over-
rule the opinion of great military men like President Davis
and General Lee. After a time the President received dis-
patches and letters from both military men and civilians in
high authority, urging the reinforcement of Pemberton by
sending to his relief a part of General Lee’s command. Mr.
Davis called the attention of the Cabinet to these communi-
cations, and requested the members to meet him early the
next day (Saturday) to consider the question so involved.
This encouraged me. We met early the next day and
remained in session until after dark in the evening, in the
anxious consideration of the questions involved in the cam-
paign of 1863. This ended by the conclusion that General
Lee should cross the Potomac, and threaten Washington,
Baltimore, and Philadelphia, and that Gen. J. E. Johnston
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should collect such forces and supplies as he could in the
Gulf States and go to the relief of General Pemberton. I will
not now repeat the expressions I made when this conclusion
was reached. I went to my residence an unhappy man, for I
believed we had made a great mistake. I could get no relief
by talking even to my wife, remained restless till probably
midnight before going to bed, and did not go to sleep that
night. I got up before daylight and wrote a note to the
President telling him in substance that I felt so strongly
that we had made a great mistake that I had not slept during
the night, and asking him to again convene the Cabinet and
reconsider that question. Very early in the morning (Sun-
day) I received his answer saying that he would reconvene
the Cabinet the next day. It was not reconvened because
before he had sent out his call for the Cabinet nearly all the
members of it met in his office, and it at once appeared that
it would be useless to attempt a further consideration of that
subject. I have spoken of this more fully elsewhere. From
this it is seen that after the deliberate consideration and
decision of a great question the President was willing to
reopen it for further consideration.

In reference to the charge that Mr. Davis was extreme in
his views I make the following quotation from a letter of the
Hon. J. A. P. Campbell of Mississippi, a member of the Con-
federate Congress:

The idea that Mr. Davis was so extreme in his views is a
new one. He was extremely conservative on the subject of
secession.

I also make the following quotation from a letter of the
Hon. Duncan F. Kenner of Louisiana, who was a leading
member of the Confederate Congress:

Who should be President? was the absorbing question. No
other name was mentioned; the claims of no one else were
considered, or even alluded to. There was not the slightest
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opposition to Mr. Davis on the part of any of our delegation;
certainly none was expressed ; all appeared enthusiastic in his
favor, and, I have no reason to doubt, felt so. Nor was the
feeling induced by any solicitation on the part of Mr. Davis
or his friends. Mr. Davis was not in or near Montgomery at
the time. He was never heard from on this subject, so far as
I know. He was never announced as a candidate. We were
seeking the best man to fill the position, and the conviction
at the time, in the minds of a large majority of the delegates,
that Mr. Davis was the best qualified, from both his civil and
military knowledge and experience, induced many to look upon
Mr. Davis as the best selection that could be made.

This conviction, coupled with his well-recognized conserva-
tive views—for in no sense did we consider Mr. Davis extreme,
either in his views or purposes—was the deciding consideration
which controlled the votes of the Louisiana delegation. Of
this I have not the least doubt.

One of the complaints sometimes made against Mr. Davis
was that he was too conservative, adhered too closely to the
letter of the Constitution and laws, and that it would be
better for our success if he would give himself more latitude.
His whole course of conduct showed him to be reasonable,
conservative, and just.



CHAPTER X.
THE CoNFEDERATE Post OFFICE DEPARTMENT

On the way to my hotel from the meeting with the Presi-
dent, after I had accepted the office of Postmaster-General,
I was thinking of how I might obtain the necessary
information to enable me to organize the Department, when
I met H. P. Brewster, Esq., a lawyer of ability and a brother-
in-law of the late Senator Chesfnut of South Carolina. I
inquired of him if he was at leisure. He said he was. I
asked him if he could go to Washington City for me. He
said he could, and agreed that he would go at once. I
requested him to come to my room at the hotel half an hour
before train time, telling him that I would have his instruc-
tions ready, and letters to some persons in Washington.
Communication was then still open by mail and express
between Montgomery and Washington. I told Mr. Brewster
that I wished him to perform an important service, and one
not free from danger.

By the time Mr. Brewster called I had prepared letters to
Senators Hemphill and Wigfall, who were still in Washing-
ton; and other letters to Saint George Offit, chief clerk in
the office of the Sixth Auditor; to Benjamin Clements, chief
clerk to the Postmaster-General ; to Joseph Lewis, who was
at the head of the bond division in the Post Office Depart-
ment; to Captain Schwartzman, who was at the head of the
Dead Letter Office; to Mr. McNair of the finance bureau;
and to Mr. Hobby, Third Assistant Postmaster-General,
requesting them to come and accept positions in the Post
Office Department of the Confederacy, and to bring with
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them copies of the last annual report of the Postmaster-
General and every form in the Department, together with
the postal maps of the Southern States.

All the men in the Department at Washington, to whom
I wrote, came to me, except Third Assistant Postmaster-
General Hobby, and a clerk from Florida whose name I do
not recall. They brought to me all the information neces-
sary to enable me to organize the postal service of the Con-
federacy, and also brought the postal map of Texas, but were
unable to obtain the maps of the other Southern States. I
instructed Mr. Brewster to have a part of the large books
needed for the Department bound in Washington and for-
warded to me at Montgomery by express. There was at the
time the representative of a book binding company of New
Orleans in Montgomery, who undertook to bind and furnish
the principal part of the books for the Department and to
send them by express: I had a few of the books bound in
Montgomery.

Soon after the arrival of the gentlemen from Washington,
they were assigned positions, and I made such additional
appointments as the necessities of the service demanded. I
then organized a school for the purpose of enabling the
officers and clerks to qualify themselves for their respective
duties, and for my own information, with sessions in the
Department building from eight to ten o’clock each evening.
The necessary books for the use of the Department were
soon received, and with the information brought from
Washington, the appointment books were quickly made up,
containing the names of all the postmasters under our juris-
diction, with the amount of the receipts of their several
offices, and showing whether they were draft or collection
offices, and also showing the names and addresses of the
route and special agents of the Department and the amount
of compensation.

At the same time we prepared the books of the contract
office, showing all the mail routes under our control, the
names of the contractors for carrying mail on each star route
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and the contract price, the names of the offices to be supplied,
and the like information as to all the contracts with railroad
and steamboat companies for carrying the mails. We also
prepared a complete organization of the finance bureau of
the Department. As Congress was then debating the ques-
tion as to whether the accounts of the Post Office Department
should be audited by that Department or by the Treasury
Department, we organized the bureau for the auditing of the
accounts, so that if that duty devolved upon the Post Office
Department, we should be ready for it; or if upon the Treas-
ury, we could furnish that Department with our plan of
organization. It was determined, I think rightly, to put this
duty on the Treasury Department.

Offices and furniture for the Department were obtained.
The legislation of the Congress contemplated the organiza-
tion of the Department on the same general plan and prin-
ciples which were found in operation under the authority of
the United States. In my first annual report it is stated that:

To organize the Department so as to carry out the purpose
had in view by Congress, to insure the continuance of our postal
facilities in such manner as to meet the public necessities; to
avoid the suspension of the postal service until a new system
could be adopted and put into operation, and to prevent a serious
shock to the public interests by a temporary suspension of mail
service, were the first questions to be considered by the Depart-
ment.

When the President determined to call Congress together
in extra session in May, he requested the heads of the several
Departments to furnish him with such data as would enable
him to inform the Congress of the progress in organization
which had been made. At the meeting of the Cabinet he
called for the presentation of our reports, and I was able to
state that the Post Office Department was as completely
organized as that at Washington, with two proposed
improvements, and that I was ready to inaugurate the postal



THE CONFEDERATE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 127

service of the Confederacy. The President seemed to be
surprised at this announcement, and inquired what I meant.
I told him that I had the books made up for the appointment,
the contract and the finance bureaus; had also prepared the
books for the bureau which might be required to audit the
accounts of the Department ; and that if he desired it, I would
have such books as showed this brought for his inspection.
He said, “No, I understand you; but,” he added, “how were
you enabled to do this?’ 1T then explained what is shown
by the foregoing facts.

In my report in which I proposed to take charge of the
postal service, I requested that the Congress authorize me
by proclamation to continue in office the postmasters then in
service under the Government of the United States, wherever
they were willing to serve, until new appointments could be
made, and to continue in the service those who had the con-
tracts for carrying the mails under their existing rate of
compensation, where they were willing to serve, until new
contracts could be made. The Congress promptly gave me
this authority, and I at once issued my proclamation.

A draughtsman was obtained to make the necessary postal
maps. The necessary blanks and forms (other than the
blanks for the quarterly returns of postmasters), numbering
more than two hundred, were prepared for the use of the
Department.

In my first report I stated:

I have directed the classification and arrangement of the
duties of the several bureaus of the Department with a view
to the harmony and efficiency of its operation, and for the pur-
pose of exhibiting a clear and concise statement of the number
and character of the clerical force required by the Department.
It will be seen that a force of eighteen clerks, in addition to
the twenty heretofore allowed by Congress, will be necessary
to carry on the business of the Department, and one watchman
will be necessary for the security of the building.
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Elsewhere in this report I note:

The Department has advertised for bids for contracts for the
supply of mail bags, postoffice blanks and paper for the same,
wrapping paper, twine and sealing wax, circulars, marking and
dating stamps, postage stamps and stamped envelopes, and for
mail locks and keys.

These bids were to be made by the first of May. And a
contract was made for the printing of all blanks for the use
of the Department.

As illustrative of the measures resorted to to make the
transition between the old and the new order of things as
smooth as possible, parts of two circulars are quoted. The
first reads:

The Government of the Confederate States will not inter-
fere with any existing contracts entered into between the Gov-
ernment of the United States and the present contractors,
until it assumes the entire control of its postal affairs. This
course is rendered necessary by the utter impracticability of
mixing the employees of the two Governments in the same
service.

The question as to whether the Government of the Confed-
erate States will assume any liability to present contractors,
before it assumes the control of our postal affairs, involves
the idea of liability on the part of the Government for the obli-
gations of the United States before the Department shall be
organized and ready to enter into new contracts. I am author-
ized to continue the existing contracts provisionally, by procla-
mation, until new contracts can be entered into.

The second circular dealt with other matters. It reads in
part as follows:

All postmasters and other employees of the postal service
are directed to continue the performance of their duties as
such, and render all accounts and pay all moneys to the order
of the Government of the United States, as they have hereto-
fore done, until the Government of the Confederate States shall
be prepared to assume control of its postal affairs.
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The Congress of the Confederate States has, by act approved
March 15, 1861, provided that the Postmaster-General shall
have power to issue circular instructions to the several post-
masters and other officers, in order to enforce the rendition of
proper accounts and payment of moneys collected by them for
account of the United States, until the Postmaster-General shall
have issued his proclamation announcing that the former service
is discontinued and is replaced by the new service organized
under the authority of this Government.

Another paragraph in this proclamation I think may be
quoted, as it shows another phase of the situation:

We must regard the carrying of our mails at this time by
that Government as a great public necessity to the people of
both Governments, resulting from their past intimate political,
commercial, and social relations, and alike important to the
preservation of the present interests of the people of both coun-
tries ; and while that Government, by its action, consults such
considerations, our Government and its people should act with
the same high regard for great public interests. Such a course
on our part, springing from such motives, will preserve the
character of our people without impairing the dignity of our
Government, with far less injury to the people of both than
would necessarily follow from precipitate action on the part
of either.

In the body of my first official report, all postmasters of
the Confederacy are directed to perform their duties, render
their accounts and pay over all moneys to the Government
of the United States which might come into their hands as
postmasters, until this Department should assume the entire
control of the service. In that document also occurs the
following :

It was hoped that this course would have beneficial effects,
by removing all doubts as to the duty, for the time being, of
those engaged in the postal service, and by showing to the
Government at Washington that so long as it continued to
hold itself liable for the mail service in the Confederate States,
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it should receive all the revenues derived from that service.
It was supposed, too, that it was greatly to the interests of
that country, as well as to the interests of our own, to avoid
a sudden suspension of the postal communication between the
people of the two countries, and to avoid being brought at
once into practical non-intercourse, which it was supposed
would occur if this Department had been required to assume
control of the service before its organization, and before any
time had been given to pass the mail across the frontier. And
when that policy was determined on, it was not known that
active hostilities would occur, but it was then supposed to be
still possible that our separation from the United States might
be peaceably effected, and that all questions relating to the
public property and to pecuniary liability between the two
countries might be settled by them on terms of equality.
i

This may sound strange now, but there was then some
reason and some hope for this result, not less in the North
than in the South, as I have before stated.

My second official report, dated November 27, 1861, con-
tains the following account, which is self-explanatory :

Under the provisions of the first section of the act of Con-
gress of May oth, 1861, “To amend an act vesting certain
powers in the Postmaster-General, approved March 15, 1861,”
the requisite authority was given to him to issue his proclama-
tion, fixing the date on which he would assume control of
the postal service. Pursuant to that authority, the following
proclamation was issued on the 13th of May, fixing the first
day of June for the commencement of the service:

“Whereas, by the provision of an act, approved March 15,
1861, and amended by the first section of an act approved
May o, 1861, the Postmaster-General is authorized, on and after
a day named by him for that purpose, to take entire charge and
direction of the postal service of the Confederate States; and
all conveyance of mails within their limits, from and after
such day, except by the authority of the Postmaster-General, is
hereby prohibited :

“Now, therefore, I, John H. Reagan, Postmaster-General
of the Confederate States of America, do issue this proclama-
tion, notifying all postmasters, contractors and special route
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agents, in the service of the Postoffice Department, and engaged
in the transmission and delivery of mails, or otherwise in any
manner connected with the service, within the limits of the
Confederate States of America, that on and after the first
day of June, next, I shall assume the entire control and direc-
tion of the postal service therein. And I hereby direct all
postmasters, route agents and special agents, within these States,
and acting under the authority and direction of the Postmaster-
General of the United States, to continue in the discharge of
their respective duties, under the authority vested in me by
the Congress of the Confederate States, in strict conformity
with such existing laws and regulations as are not inconsistent
with the laws and Constitution of the Confederate States of
America, and such further instructions as may hereafter be
issued by my direction. And the said postmasters, route agents
and special agents are also required to forward to this Depart-
ment, without delay, their names with the names of the offices
of which they are postmasters (giving the State and county),
to be directed to the chief of appointment bureau, in order that
the new commissions may be issued under the authority of
this Government. And all postmasters are required to render
to the Postoffice Department at Washington, D. C., their final
accounts and vouchers for postal receipts and expenditures up
to the 31st of this month, taking care to forward with said
accounts all postage stamps and stamped envelopes remaining
on hand, belonging to the Postoffice Department of the United
States, in order that they may receive the proper credits there-
for, in the adjustments of their accounts; and they are further
required to keep in their possession, to meet the orders of the
Postmaster-General of the United States, for the payment of
mail service within the Confederate States, all revenue which
shall have accrued from the postal service to the said first day
of June, next.

“All contractors, mail messengers and special contractors for
carrying the mails within the Confederate States, under the
existing contracts with the Government of the United States,
are hereby authorized to continue to perform such service under
my direction, from and after the day last named above, subject
to such changes and modifications as may be found necessary,
under the powers vested in the Postmaster-General by the
terms of said contracts and the provisions of the second sec-
tion of an act approved May 9, 1861, conformable thereto. And

4
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said contractors and special contractors and mail messengers
are required to forward, without delay, the number of their
route or routes and the nature of the service thereon, the sched-
ules of arrivals and departures, the names of the offices sup-
plied and the amount of the annual compensation for present
services, together with their address, directed to the chief of
the contract bureau.

“Until a postal treaty shall be made with the Government of
the United States for the exchange of mails between that Gov-
ernment and the Government of the Confederacy, postmasters
will not be authorized to collect United States postage on mail
matter sent to or received from those States, and until postage
stamps and stamped envelopes are procured for the payment
of postage within the Confederate States, all postage must be
paid in money, under the provisions of the first section of the
act of March 1st, 1861.”

The requirement was made that postmasters, acting under
the authority of the United States and before the Postmaster-
General of the Confederacy took the control of the postal
service, should render their accounts to the United States,
and pay to that Government all moneys up to the 1st of June,
1861, and should return all postage stamps, stamped envel-
opes, and other property pertaining to the postal service,
except mail bags and locks and keys. This measure was
necessary, if any adjustment of accounts was to follow the
termination of hostilities and the coming peace, and was
also necessary in order that there should be no time when
they were not responsible to one Government or the other,
and also because if they had not been held responsible in this
way, the temptation to embezzle would have been offered and
might have led to serious consequences.

The Hon. Montgomery Blair, Postmaster-General of the
United States, issued his proclamation suspending the postal
services in the States then composing the Confederate Gov-
ernment, to take effect on the first day of June, the day on
which the service was taken up by the Confederate authori-
ties. Whether this was by accident or design, I am not
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informed, but I think it was most probably the result of a
purpose to meet the equitable design mentioned in my
proclamation, and in order to avoid a clash in the service and
to maintain the responsibility and enforce the obligations of
those connected with the postal service.

I have thus given a partial view of the organization of
the Post Office Department of the Confederacy, and will now
give some facts in relation to its operation.

The provisional Constitution of the Confederacy required
the Post Office Department to be self-sustaining after the 1st
of March, 1863. The expenditures in connection with the
mail service by the Government of the United States, for the
year ending June 30, 1860, in the States then under the con-
trol of the Confederacy, amounted to $2,879,530.79, and the
receipts into the Treasury from the same States for that year
amounted to but $938,105.34, showing a deficiency of -
$1,041,425.45. With these figures before me, I could see
but little hope of meeting such a deficiency, or of coming
within the requirement of the Constitution above mentioned.
The cost of the railway mail service for that year, in the
same States, was $635,901, being nearly equal to the whole
amount of receipts into the Treasury. As one means of over-
coming this deficiency, I issued a circular on the 26th of
April, 1861, and had copies of it sent to the principal officers
of all the railroad companies in the Southern States, calling
attention to the requirements of the Constitution, and to the
amount of the expenditures on account of the postal service
in the previous year, and the receipts into the Treasury for
the same year, and also to the cost of the railway mail service,
and requested them to meet me in the city of Montgomery
on an appointed day, “for the purpose of considering the
means of reducing the cost of the railroad service, and
with the view of having some general equitable under-
standing with them.” This call was responded to by all the
railroad companies, with one or two exceptions. The mail
pay they were then receiving was, for first-class railroads,

o
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$300 per mile, with twenty-five per cent to be added for
night service; second-class railroads, $200 per mile; third-
class roads, $100 per mile, with twenty per cent. more in each
case for night service. This conference resulted in the rail-
road companies patriotically agreeing to reduce the mail pay
one-half, and to take the bonds of the Confederacy in pay-
ment, but with the stipulation that they were not to be bound
by these terms after the war ended. The rates of postage on
letters, packages, and newspapers were raised ; the lowest rate
of letter postage was five cents for one-half ounce. Unneces-
sary mail routes were discontinued; the number of trips on
some routes were reduced; the weight of the mails was
lessened in consequence of the abolition of the franking privi-
lege ; long routes were shortened so as to induce competition
for carrying of mails; duplicate routes were discontinued,
and in many cases cross routes were found unnecessary.
By these and many other means, the cost of service was
greatly reduced without seriously impairing its usefulness.
I have before me a full set of my official reports. These
reports were taken from me when I was made a prisoner of
war, along with President Davis and others, on the 10th of
May, 1865. I am indebted to the kindness of Gen. Marcus
J. Wright, and to the courtesy of the Postmaster-General of
the United States for their recent return to me. These
reports contain much valuable statistical information, and
data on subjects connected with the administration of that
Department which might interest the intelligent reader.
However, I shall not make this chapter longer by calling
attention to the estimates of receipts and expenditures of the
Department from year to year, but I will state generally, that
while these expenditures and receipts were increased as a
number of States were added to the Confederacy, these
reports show that this service was from the start made self-
sustaining, and that each year from 1861 to 1865 there was
annually a net increase of receipts over expenditures.
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A noteworthy fact in this connection is that the number
of officers and clerks in this service was not as great by one-
half as for a like amount of service in the United States Post
Office Department. It should also be observed that we did
not have First, Second, and Third Assistant Postmaster-
Generals as in the United States. Our officers corresponding
to these were the Chief of the Contract Bureau, the Chief of
the Finance Bureau, and the Chief of the Bureau of Appoint-
ments.

I shall not forego the opportunity—and I trust that my
motives will not be misunderstood—to observe that there is
much in these reports to suggest economy in the Post Office
Department of the United States; and I dare say, from recent
divulgences, that this is greatly needed. I am informed that
a thorough overhauling and revision of mail routes has been
made but twice in the United States, once by Dr. Franklin,
and once by Postmaster-General McLean. It would be a
considerable undertaking, but if gone through with carefully
and efficiently it would no doubt reduce the expenditures of
the Post Office Department millions of dollars annually.



CHAPTER XI
THE STRUGGLE FOR RICHMOND

On the 21st of May, 1861, the Provisional Congress at
Montgomery adopted a resolution to adjourn on the next
Tuesday, to meet again July 20 at Richmond, Virginia. And
the President was authorized to have the Executive Depart-
ments with their archives removed in the mean time to the
new seat of government. I thereupon directed the heads of
the bureaus of the Post Office Department to have its offices
and archives removed to Richmond ; and I returned to Texas
to make the necessary arrangements for absence from my
home, and to take with me my family to the new capital of
the Confederacy, which place we reached the latter part of
June. Henceforth, Richmond was to be the heart of the
Confederacy, and her inhabitants were to give proof that
never were braver, nobler souls engaged in Titanic struggle.

The echoes of Fort Sumter had wakened the dogs of war,
and throughout the North rang the cry, “On to Richmond”;
“Down with the traitors.” We on our part responded as
best we might, and were nothing fearful when the grand
army of General McDowell swept across the fields of Vir-
ginia. The tale of Bull Run was briefly told, and the Con-
federacy was mightily cheered by the overwhelming victory.
But that the war was ended, not one of the official circle
imagined. Indeed, it was not long until the Army of the
Potomac under Gen. George B. McClellan numbered 168,000
men, while opposed to him Gen. Joseph E. Johnston had but
41,000 effectives. But thanks to dilatoriness, there was no
active campaign during the fall and winter, and we, by great
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exertions, were enabled to increase our strength by the spring
of 1862, when the Federals once more made ready to advance
on Richmond, so that at the battle of Seven Pines our army
numbered approximately 70,000, while the Federals had but
100,000.

At first we were in great doubt as to which line of advance
McClellan would adopt, and toward the end of February
General Johnston retired from his advanced post at Occo-
quan and made ready for any emergency. When the Union
army took the field, it was soon made clear that the peninsula
between the York and James rivers was the chosen route.

It was a source of much satisfaction to us that a small
force of 12,000 of our troops under General Magruder at
Yorktown brought to bay for a month the imposing Army
of the Potomac. Slowly, however, our troops fell back and
the Federals advanced, until it became a concern of the Gov-
ernment as to where the gage of battle would be accepted.
‘When General Johnston reached the vicinity of the Chicka-
hominy, on the high ground bordering the river swamp, he
formed his line to give battle, and sent a dispatch to President
Davis advising him of the fact. The Cabinet was in session
when the dispatch was received ; and the members suggested
to the President the manifest danger of General Johnston’s
offering battle to a superior force with his rear on such a
stream as that of the Chickahominy, where the swamp was
wide with no roads or bridges sufficient to enable him to
retreat if he should be defeated. A further question was
raised as to whether the President should not call General
Johnston’s attention to this. Mr. Davis declined to do so,
saying that when we entrusted a command to a general, we
must expect him, with all the facts before him, to know what
is best to be done; that it would not be safe to undertake to
control military operations by advice from the capital. This
I know to have been his policy throughout the war, adverse
critics to the contrary notwithstanding.

p
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The next morning, instead of receiving the report of a
battle, the President received a dispatch from General John-
ston saying that he was retiring across the Chickahominy,
and would contest the crossing of that stream with McClel-
lan. There was in the Cabinet an expression of relief when
his dispatch was read. The Chickahominy was crossed some
twenty-five miles from Richmond.

The day after this crossing was made, I rode down to our
lines and camped that night with Hood’s brigade, and the
next day marched with it to where we went into camp, a
little below Rockets, a suburb of Richmond. About the hour
of noon, as I was returning to my residence, in passing the
Executive office, I saw the President coming out. He hailed
me and requested that when I got my dinner I should come
and go with him down to the Chickahominy to see General
Johnston. As I rode off I said to him that he would not have
to go to the Chickahominy to see the General. From what
occurred afterward it was apparent that he had not caught
my words. _

After dinner we rode out through Rockets, and on reach-
ing the high ground, the President asked me what those tents
were, indicating an encampment a half mile or so from us.
I told him they were the tents of Hood’s brigade.

“No!’ he exclaimed; “Hood’s brigade is down on the

. Chickahominy.”

I replied that I had camped with it the night before, and
had come there with it. Riding on a little farther I remarked,
“If you want to see General Johnston, he is in the brick house
off to our right.”

Again he objected, not seeming to be able to realize the
situation: “No, General Johnston is down on the Chicka-
hominy.”

To which I answered that I had seen him and his staff go
to that house that day. The look of surprise which swept
over his face showed a trace of pain.
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Mr. Davis and one of his staff officers, I believe it was
Colonel Ives, turned off to the General’s headquarters; and
I rode on to Hood’s camp. The President never told me
what occurred between him and General Johnston; but his
staff officer did. He said the President inquired of the Gen-
eral why he was in the suburbs of Richmond, and had not
contested the crossing of the Chickahominy with General
McClellan. General Johnston’s answer was that the army
was out of provisions, that the ground near the Chicka-
hominy was low and marshy and the water bad; and that
he had brought the army near Richmond where the ground
was dry, the water good, and to be that much nearer needed
supplies. The President inquired if Richmond was to be
given up without a battle; and not getting a satisfactory
answer as to whether it would or not, said to General John-
ston that if he was not going to give battle, he would appoint
some one to the command who would. This will throw light
on what subsequently occurred between themi..

The President’s anxiety was known to the Cabinet. He
invited Gen. Robert E. Lee, who was then acting in the
capacity of military adviser or consulting-general* to the
President, to meet with the Cabinet, and when we were con-
vened Mr. Davis announced his solicitude and requested
General Lee’s opinion as to the next best line of defense, if
Richmond should be abandoned. General Lee, after discuss-
ing the question as a military engineer, stated that the next
best line of defense would be at Staten River. ‘“But,” he
added, “Richmond must not be given up—it shall not be
given up.” As he spoke the tears ran down his cheeks. I
have seen him on many occasions and at times when the
very fate of the Confederacy hung in the balance; but I never
saw him show equally deep emotion.

*It ought to be noted that General Lee had just returned to Richmond
from his unsuccessful West Virginia campaign. For his failure there,
he had been subjected not only to criticism but to abuse. Mr. Davis’s
confidence in him had not been shaken.

’
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On the 31st of May, 1862, battle was joined between the
armies of McClellan and Johnston—known as Seven Pines
or Fair Oaks. On the morning of that day I rode with the
President to the front, and found General Lee with General
Magruder at the headquarters of the latter. I left them and
rode on with General Hatton until we overtook his brigade,
and, leaving the General, passed on to where General G. W.
Smith was putting the Confederate brigades into battle as
they came up. I had promised the men of Hood’s brigade
that if they got into a battle near Richmond, I would try to
be with them. In going to the front, I met General Ran-
dolph, the Secretary of War, who, on learning my purpose
to join the Texas men, advised, “You had better go back
with me; Yankee bullets have no respect for Postmaster-
Generals.”

On reaching General Smith I inquired of him where I
would find Hood’s brigade. He said he could not tell me,
but that if I would take the right hand road of the three that
branched off there, and keep a lookout to the right I might
possibly find it in half a mile or so. I rode on to the field
at Fair Oaks House, and saw some men across the railroad
at the far side of the field. It was cloudy, and that together
with the smoke on the field kept me from knowing who they
were until I got near them. When I reached them they
raised a shout, and that seemed to have invited the opening
of the enemy’s artillery on them. The firing was quite rapid.
About one-half of the brigade was there, but on account of
the boggy condition of the ground, the field officers and
the remainder of the brigade had not been able to reach that
place, and there were no officers present above the rank of
captain. They requested me to lead them in a charge. In
the absence of all information and authority as to what
should be done, I thought it best not to risk such a step.
The men lay down, and were being furiously shelled, when
I saw some persons ride up to the Fair Oaks House, nearly
midway between where we were and the Federal batteries.
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Through the smoke I thought it to be General Johnston and
his staff, and galloped to where they were. General Johnston
was in the house. I did not dismount and did not see him,
but the Hon. Muscoe Garnett, with whom I had served four
years in Congress, and Major J. D. Banks, two members of
his staff, were in the yard, and I somewhat emphatically
expressed my surprise that the commander of an army in a
great battle should put himself in a position where he could
not live long, saying that his example would encourage no
one, as the officers and men could not know where he was.
This statement was taken to him, and I was advised by the
officer who took it that his only answer was that this was no
time to look for safe places.

At this time General Hatton came up within a short dis-
tance of us and I rode to where he was. He ordered his men
to front, load, and forward by the front. As he rode off at
the head of his brigade he turned to me and said he hoped
we might meet again. These were probably his last words,
as he had gone but a short distance when he was killed by a
shot. I there witnessed the advance of his and of Petti-
grew’s brigades on the Federal line of earthworks, bristling
with cannon. While this was their first battle they showed
the steadiness of regulars, and marched into the jaws of
death.

I passed across the field into the woods beyond it, and
there found President Davis and Generals Lee and Magruder
under a fire of small arms. I protested against the Presi-
dent’s unnecessary exposure and said to them that I had just
left General Johnston where he was in great danger, exposed
as he was to the enemy’s fire. A few minutes later a courier
came from our left and announced that General Hampton
had been wounded; and at nearly the same time another
announced that General Johnston had been killed ; and after
a short interval he was brought past us on a stretcher, appar-
ently in a lifeless condition. President Davis at once gave
General Lee verbal direction to take command of the army
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and to issue the necessary orders. The archives of the War
Department show that he was appointed to the command
three days later, but he assumed control of the field during
the battle, as indicated. Gen. G. W. Smith was next in rank
to General Johnston, and the records indicate that he was in
command of the army three days, which came from the delay
in issuing the formal order of appointment to General Lee.
General Smith, because of Mr. Davis’s failure to put him in
command, was aggrieved and became an active enemy of
the President afterward. Mr. Davis had great respect for
General Smith, he having been proposed for Secretary of
War, but thought General Lee the proper man to take com-
mand of the army.

In this battle we lost in killed, wounded and missing,
6,084 officers and men; the Federal loss was stated to be
4,857, our greater loss resulting from our having to attack
their earthworks. The Confederate loss of officers was so
great, owing to their leading their men in the charges, that
General Lee issued an order to the effect that thereafter they
should occupy their prescribed positions in battle. But I may
state that this order was often violated, many of our most
gallant leaders being killed at the head of their commands.

During the first day’s fighting, as I have stated, I was on
the battlefield and under the fire of both artillery and small
arms. I reached the field and rode over it with the President,
after the main part of the fighting of the second day was
over, though we witnessed the shelling by the Federals of
some cars used as temporary hospitals for our wounded, in
spite of the fact that yellow flags were flying over them.

Among the sights I had in early years wished to see was
the field of a great battle. In riding over the ground that
day a scene was presented, especially on and near the Wil-
liamsburg road, such as I trust I shall never have to witness
again. In that part of the field the Confederates had stormed
and captured lines of very strong earthworks, and held them.
The ground over which the armies fought was very wet and
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soft, and as we rode along our horses much of the time were
bogged up to their knees; and it was covered with the dead
and wounded men of both armies, wrecked and overturned
gun carriages, exploded caissons, and abandoned ambu-
lances. Great numbers of small arms and accouterments
were scattered among the dead and wounded soldiers. The
sight was so ghastly and sickening as to cause me to wish
that there might be no more wars.

After an indecisive battle McClellan drew the corps he
had advanced beyond the Chickahominy back across that
stream. Nearly a month elapsed before the opposing armies
were again in conflict. Once more the Confederates were the
aggressors, and June 26th began what is known as the “seven
days’ battles,” which ended at Malvern Hill, where the Fed-
erals, under the protection of their gunboats on the James
River, were glad enough to find refuge—and for the second
time the Army of the Potomac had failed to reach Richmond.

In the course of the seven days’ fighting, at the battle of
Gaines’ Mill, there occurred a struggle which has few paral-
lels for heroic courage and valor in all the annals of war.
Because of the part taken in it by Texans, I shall relate some
of the circumstances.

A part of the Federal forces occupied a very strong posi-
tion on a hill on the east side of Gaines’ Mill Creek, with
three lines of infantry; one was stationed about a third of
the distance from the foot of the hill, the second about half
way up, and the third between that one and the top of the
hill, which was probably 300 or 400 feet high. Their lines
were protected by fallen trees, with a swamp and abattis one
or two hundred yards wide in their front. The crown of
the hill was occupied by the field batteries of the enemy. In
order to attack this position the Confederate soldiers had to
advance through a gradually descending open field. Two
assaults had been repulsed, when, in the general movement
of the forces, Hood’s brigade was brought to its front. Gen-
eral Lee inquired of him whether he thought he could take it.
Hood’s answer was in the affirmative.
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It so happened that the First Regiment of Texas infantry,
commanded by Col. John Marshall, was launched against the
Federal stronghold. Colonel Marshall was soon killed; the
lieutenant-colonel was very seriously and the major mor-
tally wounded before the advance reached the creek, and
many others of the regiment were killed or wounded before
they got through the abattis. This regiment, with no officer
above the grade of captain, drove the three lines of infantry
from their defenses, and captured the artillery which
crowned the hill, and which had been pouring a deadly fire
into the charging columns. A few hundred yards farther
on the Texans saw two field batteries across a depression of
the field. Before they had gone far, however, they were
assailed by a brigade of Federal cavalry under General
McCook. This was put to flight and then the Texans again
rushed forward and captured the batteries.

The Fifth Texas Regiment, commanded by Col. Jerome
B. Robertson, had also broken through the Federal lines and
come in view of what was left of the First Regiment. Rob-
ertson’s statement made afterward to me was that when he
saw General McCook’s cavalry moving rapidly to the attack
of the First Texas Regiment, and saw the small remainder
of that regiment, it made his heart ache, as it seemed out of
the question for them successfully to resist such a force. But
he said the men quickly aligned and stolidly awaited the
attack, and that when the brigade got within range he never
saw saddles emptied so fast.

The cavalry recoiled, defeated, and, as soon as this was
accomplished, and the field batteries taken, the Texans
started for a Federal siege battery, nearly a mile farther on.
Gen. T. J. Chambers, who had followed them, as a looker-on,
hastened after them and got them to stop, saying that the
enemy was then in their rear, and that if they went forward
they would certainly be captured. Colonel Robertson’s regi-
ment then joined the remainder of Marshall’s, and on their
return they found that the gap they had made in passing
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through the Federal line had been occupied by a New Jersey
regiment, which on demand surrendered. The beautiful silk
banner of this regiment was sent as a trophy to Austin,
Texas; and was after the war returned to New Jersey by the
military governor, Hamilton.

The First Texas Regiment went into the battle with more
than eight hundred men; but came out of it, after this bril-
liant exploit, with a roll call of a little over two hundred.
After that on different occasions General Lee urged me to
aid him in getting a division of Texans for his command,
remarking that with such a force he would engage to break
any line of battle on earth in an open field.



CHAPTER XII
CABINET- AND OTHER QUESTIONS -

At the first meeting of the Cabinet after my-appointment,
the Secretary of War, the Hon. L. P."Walker, reported that
the Confederate States could arm and equip 10,000 men;
and the question was, what disposition should be made of
them?-" The matter was submitted to the Cabinet by the
President, with the request for expressions of opinion. After
the other members had spoken I said that I was unable to
concur with any of the views which had been presented ; that
in my opinion 5,000 of the troops should be placed near
Louisville and that the other 5,000 should be stationed near
Covington, Kentucky. To this suggestion reply was made
that we had gone to war to vindicate States’ Rights, and that
Kentucky had not given her consent for us to send troops
into that State. To this I rejoined that if we were in peace,
deliberating as a convention or congress, I would agree to
that view, but as we were discussing war measures, I would
put the soldiers where they would best answer the necessities
of war. Furthermore, I urged that Kentucky in the recent
election had voted by 75,000 majority against the policy of
the Republican party, and that the adoption of my views
would enable us to secure great bodies of soldiers for our
cause in the States of Tennessee and Kentucky, and would
obtain for us the cooperation of those commonwealths. But
the Cabinet, with the concurrence of the President, adhered
to the opinion that we should not send soldiers into Kentucky
without the consent of that State.
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It was not a pleasant situation to find myself at the first
meeting of the Cabinet antagonizing the views of its mem-
bers and of the President. But my opinion then was, and
still is, that the course I recommended would have been the
best for our cause; and this view was subsequently strength-
ened by the policy pursued by the Federal Government of
inducing Kentucky to favor neutrality, and at the same time
of winning over the people of Kentucky by offering commis-
sions in the army, and by liberal expenditures in the purchase
of army supplies.

Another matter of interest came up shortly in the Cabi-
net—the question as to what consideration should be given
the partisan political divisions which had existed in the
South. Upon canvassing the subject it was resolved that
the contest on which we were entering concerned the rights
and interests of all the people, Democrats and Whigs alike,
and that former partisan lines should not be recognized in
appointments and promotions to office; and that the only
tests as to fitness should be: Is the person true to the Con-
federate cause and honest and qualified for the duties in
question? The wisdom of this policy had a striking illus-
tration during the latter years of the war.

After the battle of Gettysburg and the fall of Vicksburg,
there was more or less despondency among public men. And
as other misfortunes occurred this increased, and with it the
malcontents in Congress became more outspoken in their
opposition to the President, adding to his embarrassment.
The Hon. W. A. Graham of North Carolina, and Hon. Gus-
tavus A. Henry of Tennessee, both in the Confederate
Senate, had before the war been among the most prominent
Whigs in the United States, and consequently in antagonism
with the Democratic views of President Davis. As the trou-
bles of the Confederacy multiplied and men became more
despondent, these two Senators, when others weakened his
hands by inaction or by opposition, exhibited a Roman
courage and devotion, and heartily sustained him in all his

efforts to serve the interests of the South.
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In 1862 there was a secret and confidential conference of
the general officers of the army commanded by Gen. Braxton
Bragg, at Chattanooga, Tennessee, in which the question
was discussed as to the propriety of enlisting negroes in the
military service of the Confederacy. It was brought out
that Gen. John C. Breckinridge, General Cleburne, and Gen-
eral Hindman favored such a policy, all the other officers
present opposing it. General Bragg sent a full copy of the
proceedings of that meeting to President Davis, who laid it
before the Cabinet in like secrecy and confidence.

I believed in the necessity of arming the negroes, and sup-
ported that belief by referring to the charts in use by the
Federal armies, which distinguished by dark shading the
parts of the Confederacy where the greater numbers of
negroes were found, and by pointing out that they were
making their campaigns largely through the negro districts
and were enlisting the negroes in their service. I took the
position that I would prefer to have them in our service
rather than fight them in the ranks of our enemies. But no
other member of the Cabinet agreed with this view; and so
the subject rested until the latter years of the war, when it
again became a serious question for discussion.

In the message of President Davis to the Confederate
Congress, dated November 7, 1864, he recommended the
qualified use of slaves in our army. General Lee, writing on
this subject, favored the enlistment of negroes in the military
service, and the manumission of all such, giving as a reason
for their value as soldiers, their capacity for physical endur-
ance, and their accustomed obedience to orders. (Napoleon
Bonaparte said that these were the important qualities for
soldiers.) General Lee invited committees of the Virginia
legislature and of Congress to secret conferences with him
on this subject. Both the legislature and Congress hesitated ;
but at last, when too late, Congress agreed to have 40,000
enlisted as teamsters. But even this measure was not carried
into effect.
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While on this subject I may mention that one gentleman,
from Mississippi, whose name I cannot recall, proposed, if
the Government would receive them, to put a battalion of his
own negroes in the field and command them himself. And
another from North Carolina made a similar proposition.
These offers were not accepted.

The question of enlisting the negroes in the military
service was a very serious one. To have made soldiers of
them would have involved their liberation, and the effect on
the remainder of their race of freeing them had to be consid-
ered. The question of the sacrifice of their property value
had also to be weighed, and whether the sacrifice was to be
borne by their owners, or whether they should in some other
way and to some extent be relieved of that burden. Besides,
the fear which then existed of the effect of freeing the
negroes was, of course, in the minds of all. The considera-
tions which will no doubt occur to the reader will show why
there was hesitation on this subject. While I then realized
these difficulties, I believed that the employment of them as
soldiers was the only thing which could save us from subju-
gation. But there was a decided opinion among the members
of the Congress that the people would not submit to such a
policy.

After the lapse of forty years the new generation may not
understand why there should have been such serious alarm
at the thought of freeing the negroes. This is better under-
stood when we remember the violent and fanatical pamphlets
and books which were issued by the more rabid Abolitionists,
appealing to force, and urging the use of fire and sword to
secure their freedom. If I may be pardoned for referring to
it, such a book was written by H. R. Helper of North Caro-
lina, which was endorsed and recommended to the public by
sixty-two Republican members of Congress and by a great
many of the leading public men of the North. Such incen-
diary appeals were not without effect—witness the armed
invasion of the State of Virginia by the notorious John

Brown and his associates. r
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When I determined to leave Washington in January,
1861, I had resolved that if war should occur, which was
then thought probable, that I would enter the military
service, and so secured a pretty fair library of books on mili-
tary subjects. I hesitated to accept the place as one of the
Texas members of the Provisional Congress of the Confed-
eracy, still having in mind entering the Army. But events
marched along at a rapid pace and after I had served as
Postmaster-General about a year, I tendered my resignation
to the President, giving as my reason for resigning that I
was at an age which would enable me to perform military
duty and that I desired to go into the Army. The matter was
brought to the attention of the Cabinet, and the members of
it joined with Mr. Davis in requesting me to remain in the
Post Office Department, saying among other things that I
had the Department under efficient control, and that my
resignation might be construed as dissatisfaction with the
Administration, which was far from my wish. And I with-
drew my resignation.

In my opinion the most serious matter ever determined by
the Cabinet was the plan of the campaign of 1863—the
fateful year of the war between the States. As early as
November, 1862, the campaign against Vicksburg was
begun. The disposition of General Grant to get below
Vicksburg was manifested as early as February, 1863. On
the 2oth of April the movement of the enemy commenced
through the country to the west of the Mississippi River;
and toward the end of the month they began ferrying from
the Louisiana to the Mississippi side and the purpose could
no longer be in doubt.

Early in the year 1863 the question of the invasion by our
army of the country north of the Potomac was being dis-
cussed by the Cabinet and General Lee. One of the consid-
erations favoring such a policy was that supplies for our
army were much reduced—and these were abundant in the
territory of the enemy. Another consideration was that a
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successful campaign in the territory adjacent to Washington,
Baltimore, and Philadelphia might cause the withdrawal of
the troops then menacing Vicksburg and Port Hudson.

Our means of communication with western Louisiana,
Arkansas, and Texas largely depended on our command of
the Mississippi at those cities. It was apparent that their fall
meant the bisecting of the Confederacy by the line of the
Mississippi, in which event we should be deprived, in a large
measure, of the men and supplies west of that river. As the
lines came to be more and more tightly drawn, appeals from
the civil and military authorities poured in for reinforce-
ments for the army of General Pemberton, who commanded
before Vicksburg.

The President received a number of letters and telegrams
from Governor Peters of Mississippi, and others, advising
him to dispatch reinforcements from General Lee’s army to
the defense of Vicksburg. These he read to the Cabinet and
requested the members to meet him on the next day to con-
sider the whole question of the campaign of 1863. We
assembled early—it was Saturday—and remained in session
in the anxious discussion of that campaign until after night-
fall.

I shall never forget that scene. The President and mem-
bers of the Cabinet fully realized the grave character of the
question to be considered. General Lee did not meet with
us on this occasion, though he often did so in his capacity as
Military Adviser to the President, and latterly as general in
the field. He was not a man of many words and when he
spoke it was in the fulness of conviction. He had expressed
his views on the subject of a campaign north of the Potomac.
Every possible contingency was pointed out in our discus-
sion, and it early became apparent to me that I stood almost
alone. I urged that we should let it be given out that we
intended to send the Army of Virginia north of the Potomac,
and that we should meantime strengthen the defenses of
Richmond, collect supplies for a six months’ siege, and at

' 4
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the proper time dispatch 25,000 or 30,000 of General Lee’s
troops to Vicksburg. It was observed that this would
involve the necessity of abandoning the Shenandoah Valley.
I admitted that we might have to do so temporarily, but
added that there would remain with General Lee some
50,000 veteran and victorious troops for the protection of
Richmond. I further contended that by sending a part of
General Lee’s army, and a part of the Army of Tennessee
confronting General Buell, and by directing General John-
ston to collect and forward all the men and supplies he could
from the Gulf States, General Grant might be crushed. My
plan involved waiting until he got well on the east side of the
Mississippi and then to fall on him with such a force as to
prevent his recrossing that stream, then to destroy his army.
I argued, furthermore, that we could then send this vic-
torious army north by way of Corinth, and either crush or
drive Buell’s army north of the Ohio River. I also presented
the view that the prospects for the recognition of our inde-
pendence by Great Britain and France would be much
strengthened by the defeat of those two armies, and that
Federal finances were then in a precarious condition, and
might by this be made so much worse as to give increased
strength to those in the Northern States who were opposed
to the war; and further effusion of blood be avoided.

It was urged in opposition to my view that the best way
to protect Vicksburg was to put Washington and Baltimore
in danger and thus cause the withdrawal of troops from
Grant’s army for their defense. To this I demurred. Gen-
eral Grant, I said, had reached a position which would pre-
vent dealing with him in that way, and that what he was
doing showed that he intended Vicksburg should fall if his
army was not destroyed.

In the end it was determined that General Lee should cross
the Potomac and put himself in a position to threaten Wash-
ington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, and that General John-
ston should get together such men and supplies as he could
in the Gulf States and go to the relief of Pemberton.
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I thought then, and think now, that if the plan I proposed
had been adopted, Vicksburg and Port Hudson would not
have fallen, and we would not have had to mourn the failure
at Gettysburg. A short letter I wrote to the President
requesting the reconvening of the Cabinet to consider this
subject was taken from me, along with my other papers,
when I was made a prisoner by the Federal soldiers, and I
was told long afterward by Secretary Stanton that it was in
the archives of the War Department at Washington. All
my efforts, however, have failed to recover it.

It may be that I, not being a military man, though I have
been something of a reader of the history of campaigns,
should speak with greater deference upon a subject which
was considered by great military men like President Davis
and General Lee; but if these lines shall ever be read by
others, I can only say that they are written in accordance
with the views I then entertained, and that I shall be content
if they ever receive the verdict of careful military critics
familiar with the times and circumstances.

On reaching Washington, on my return from prison at
Fort Warren, in the fall of 1865, I called on Mr. Stanton,
Secretary of War. In our conversation he stated that he and
some others of the Cabinet, and President Lincoln, expected
the Confederate Government to adopt such a plan as I had
suggested for the relief of Vicksburg and Port Hudson and
that they had held General Grant back for some weeks.
“And,” he added, “if your Government had adopted the
policy you recommended the war would have been very
much prolonged.”

The Confederacy sought only the good-will and neutrality
of nations in the contest for independence. It did not press
for recognition as an independent State; would have been .
content if the full rights of a belligerent could have been
secured—the right to purchase supplies and vessels in a man-
ner authorized by international law, etc. An effort was
made to have ships built in Great Britain, but not to be sup-
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plied with armaments in the ports of that country; and sev-
eral, notably the Alabama, were thus obtained. This privi-
lege, however, was finally withdrawn. While Great Britain
recognized the belligerency of the Confederacy, that Gov-
ernment was in almost all cases unfair to us in the exercise
of the rights and duties of a neutral power. Russia was
hostile; and France was uncertain.

In an interview with the Hon. John Slidell, the represen-
tative of the Confederate Government at Paris, the Emperor
Napoleon asked the question of him as to why the Confed-
eracy did not obtain ships and raise the blockade at the mouth
of the Mississippi, and reoccupy New Orleans. Mr. Slidell
answered that efforts had been made to secure the building
of ships in England, and that this had been prohibited by that
Government. The Emperor replied, “Why not build them
in France?’ Mr. Slidell observed that the Confederacy
would be only too glad to do so. Thereupon, the Minister
of Marine was sent for, and an understanding was reached
that two ships might be built in French yards, but
they were not to receive their armaments in French waters.

A contract for this purpose was made, and two ships were
in course of construction, one of them being nearly ready to
receive her armament, when a clerk in the office of the Min-
ister of Marine stole the contract for their construction, and
furnished it to Mr. Dayton, the United States Minister to
France. Dayton took the contract to the Emperor, and
inquired whether it was genuine. The Emperor admitted
that it was, and, instead of standing by this contract, he
repudiated it, and sent for the contractor, who did not know
of the Emperor’s connection with the matter, and threatened
to have him shot if he did not sell the vessels to some other
Government. When this was occurring, the Confederate
authorities, believing the contract would be carried out, were
already anticipating the appearance of these vessels at the
mouth of the Mississippi. The surprise and disappointment
in Richmond was very great, and President Davis wrote an
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autograph letter to the Emperor, courteously diplomatic, but
registering a protest against his not abiding by a fair con-
tract, which had been made at his own suggestion. I have
supposed that when the battle of Sedan changed the fortunes
of the Emperor, he might have called to mind his want of
good faith with the Confederacy.

During the war the operations of the Army were on so
extensive a scale, and affected so closely the people, they quite
obscured to the general public the character of the service
rendered by the Navy. It will doubtless prove a surprise to
many to learn that from first to last there was in the service
of the Confederate Navy twenty-five ships, twenty-seven
schooners, and forty-one barks. The Confederate cruisers
captured or destroyed vessels belonging to the United States
to the number of forty-nine ships, eighteen brigs, thirty-five
barks, thirty-four schooners, one steamer, one pilot boat—
133 in all.

Besides the Confederate vessels mentioned, Secretary Mal-
lory had three great iron-clad vessels constructed, the
Virginia at Norfolk ; the Manassas and the Louisiana at New
Orleans. The genius of Secretary Mallory and of the naval
officers who were in the service of his Department, through
the iron-clad ram Virginia or Merrimac, revolutionized the
system of naval architecture of the world. This vessel was
made on the hull of the frigate Merrimac, which had been
sunk by the Union soldiers on their withdrawal from Nor-
folk. Secretary Mallory early took up the matter of an
iron-clad, and in a communication to the naval committee,
on the 8th of May, 1861, said:

I regard the possession of an iron armored ship as a matter
of the first necessity. Such a vessel at this time could traverse
the entire coast of the United States, prevent all blockades and
encounter, with fair prospects of success, their entire navy.

Up to this time there were only wooden ships in the navies
of the world, and the first exploit of the Virginia proved the
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soundness of his views. Only iron-clads could withstand
her attacks; and the appearance of the Monitor alone saved
the blockading squadron in Hampton Roads.

When the Virginia had been made ready for service, and
moved out from Norfolk toward the bay, the United States
vessels, the Minnesota with forty guns, the Roanoke with
forty guns, the St. Lawrence with fifty guns, together with
the gunboats Dragon, Mystic, and W hitehall lay at Fortress
Monroe. The Virginia was accompanied by the steam tugs
Beaufort and Raleigh. At Newport News, riding at anchor,
were the United States vessels Cumberland with thirty guns,
and the Congress with fifty guns. When the Virginia went
into action she was reinforced by the Patrick Henry with
twelve guns, the Jamestown with two guns, and the gunboat
Teaser with one gun—a total of twenty-seven guns, against
an armament of three hundred guns, of which one hundred
could be brought into action at any one moment. At the
outset the Virginia brought her ram into action, and struck
the Cumberland, crushing through her sides and sinking her,
carrying down all her officers and crew that were not killed.
She also destroyed the Congress with her fifty guns, and
participated in a good deal of fighting with other vessels;
thus by the new naval engine of war winning a most remark-
able victory.

The inquiry has been made why the Virginia did not go
to Washington, Baltimore, or Philadelphia, as the Federals
feared. The answer is that she was not seaworthy; and to
have lightened her to enable her to make such a cruise, the
hull would be so exposed as to endanger her safety.

The Confederate Government experienced much difficulty
and delay in sending and receiving foreign mail on account
of the blockade of her ports. Such mail matter was carried
by the blockade-runners, and by other means through Cuba,
Bermuda, Nassau, and sometimes through Canada and
Mexico, arriving at its destination in this round-about way,
ifatall. After reaching port in some one of the above named
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places in going out, the mails were generally transferred to
vessels of neutral nations, mostly English and French; and
on coming in, they were generally brought to some of those
places by foreign vessels, and then transferred to blockade-
runners.

The difficulties attending the operations of the postal
service multiplied as hostile armies pierced farther and far-
ther our lines. After the fall of Vicksburg and Port Hudson,
communication between Richmond, the seat of government,
and the country west of the Mississippi River became
extremely uncertain. Congress was obliged, therefore, to
provide a branch of the postal service and a branch of the
Treasury Department for the region west of that river. Dr.
James H. Starr, on my recommendation, was appointed chief
of the postal division. He established his office at Marshall,
Texas; and the Department at Richmond furnished him
with the laws and circulars of instructions, and complete
information as to all matters for his government, including
all the necessary bound books, office forms, and clerical force
needed for the carrying on of the postal service. Dr. Starr
was one of the best business men I had known; he had been
for three years Secretary of the Treasury for the Republic
of Texas; and performed his duties in this new field to the
entire satisfaction of the Department.

Chapters could be written on the expedients to which we
were driven to get the mails back and forth across the Father
of Waters, which was now patrolled throughout its length
by the armed vessels of the enemy. The river was crossed
in rowboats, usually under cover of night and at many points,
and in this manner the letters of wives to husbands and of
mothers to sons who were serving in the army, went forward
to their destination; and in return came papers and letters
from the front to the anxious ones who bore the brunt of
sufferings at home, who lived lives of sacrifice that the cause
for which they struggled might be furthered.
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At the time of the organization of the Post Office Depart-
ment, and for some months after, we had no postage stamps,
and postage was required to be paid in coin. The coin so
collected was deposited in the Confederate Treasury. In
1863, if I am correct as to the date, I had to send to Europe
for stationery, for postage stamps and dies, a press, a per-
forating machine, and various things not obtainable in the
Confederacy. The Department still had to its credit in the
Treasury about $80,000 in coin, and I drew through the
chief of the finance bureau on the Treasury for $50,000 to
meet this expenditure, demanding coin because of the exist-
ing depreciation in the value of our paper money. After
some delay I received a long opinion in writing from Lewis
Cruger, Comptroller in the Treasury Department, advising
me that the Post Office Department stood like any other
creditor, and must accept currency, as the Treasury needed
the coin. Under the law, when a statement of fact made the
opinion of the Comptroller proper, he was authorized to give
an opinion, but no case had been made which under the law
required his opinion, and I so wrote him; and renewed my
demand for the coin, with which Mr. Memminger refused to
comply. At a Cabinet meeting I called the attention of the
President to our disagreement, and requested him to settle it.
He asked that the correspondence be submitted to him. I
submitted copies of the correspondence, and I closed my
letter to Mr. Davis with a few brief paragraphs, stating what
I understood to be the law of the case; which, in substance,
was that the Treasury must repay to the Post Office Depart-
ment the same kind of money in which its deposits were
made; and that if the Treasurer refused to do so, it was the
duty of the Postmaster-General to report him to the Presi-
dent for removal from office.

Attorney-General Watts, to whom Mr. Davis referred the
papers, in returning them to the President, said in his report
that the brief paragraphs at the end of the letter of the Post-
master-General so aptly stated the law that he copied them
in his opinion.
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The Secretary of the Treasury again wrote to the Post-
master-General, proposing to renew the correspondence. I
did not answer him, but wrote to the Treasurer, Edward C.
Elmore, calling his attention to the provisions of the Revised
Statutes, which on this subject was made our law, and to the
opinion of Attorney-General Watts, saying to him that I
hoped his action would render it unnecessary for me to report
him to the President for removal from office. Mr. Elmore
said he knew then what to do and paid over the $50,000
in coin.

The action of the military for a time caused some embar-
rassment to the postal service, by the conscription of mail
carriers for service in the Army, in which they had the con-
currence of Mr. Seddon, the Secretary of War. After some
correspondence between the two Departments this practice
was abandoned. My contention was that the mail service
was an important adjunct to every arm of the Government,
and that to impair its usefulness meant material injury to the
whole machinery of the State.

The Post Office Department was charged with the man-
agement and control of the telegraph system of the Confed-
eracy; and I selected for the head of that branch of the service
Dr. William H. Morris, who had been the general superin-
tendent of the lines of telegraph in that part of the country
which we controlled. He showed decided ability and
efficiency in the management of that service, which was
attended with serious difficulties on account of the expansion
and contraction of our territory, caused by the movements
of the armies of the two countries. My official reports show
the extent and character of this work.

Having seen that the Emperor Napoleon had used a field
telegraph at the battle of Solferino, by my direction Dr.
Morris had the necessary battery and wire mounted on
wheels for use in the field. The radius of its operations was
about five miles. I forwarded it to General Lee; but he
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found that on account of the broken character of the country
and the extent of the forests he could not successfully utilize
the apparatus.

There were a good many changes in the Cabinet of Presi-
dent Davis during the four years of the Confederacy. These
came about for various reasons. Mr. Toombs, desiring to
enter the Army, resigned the position of Secretary of State,
and was appointed a brigadier-general by Mr. Davis. Gen-
eral Walker was an able lawyer, and earnestly devoted to the
Confederate cause, but he undertook to do too much of the
work of his Department, his health suffered, and he resigned.
Mr. Benjamin was then transferred from the office of
Attorney-General to that of Secretary of War, and the Hon.
R. M. T. Hunter of Virginia was made Secretary of State.
While Mr. Benjamin was a man of great ability, from some
cause his appointment as Secretary of War proved unaccept-
able to the officers of the Army, and Mr. Hunter, having
resigned his portfolio to accept a seat in the Confederate
Senate, was succeeded in the State Department by Mr. Ben-
jamin. General Randolph of Virginia was appointed Secre-
tary of War. General Randolph was a capable man and an
efficient Secretary of War, but, as I understood at the time,
issued certain orders as to the disposition of the troops west
of the Mississippi without consulting the President and not
in conformity with his desire; and this led to his resignation.
In November, 1862, Randolph resigned, and the vacancy
was filled by the appointment of James A. Seddon of Vir-
ginia. In February, 1865, Seddon resigned, and Gen. John
C. Breckinridge was appointed in his place. In the fall of
1864 Mr. Memminger resigned the office of Secretary of the
Treasury, and the Hon. George A. Trenholm of South
Carolina was appointed to that position. Mr. Memminger
was a most excellent man, and had been the successful presi-
dent of a bank, but there grew to be a feeling, probably with-
out just cause, that the condition of the Confederate finances
required a man of larger and broader views. The fact is,
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no doubt, that no genius would have been able to give satis-
faction as Secretary of the Treasury as we were then situated.

Matters connected with the appointment of Mr. Seddon,
Secretary of War, caused Senator Wigfall of Texas, who
had been an ardent supporter of the Administration, to
become a violent opponent of the President, and to join with
Governor Foote of Tennessee, and other malcontents, in
giving him what trouble they could. These two and one or
two Representatives from North Carolina and Governor
Brown of Georgia, availing themselves of the popularity of
Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, who had become unfriendly to the
President, and also using the great influence of Vice-Presi-
dent Stephens,—who, after the fall of Vicksburg and the
withdrawal of our army from Gettysburg, gave up hope of
Confederate success,—greatly increased the embarrassment
of the President in his struggle for the success of the Con-
federate cause. Governor Brown gave him more trouble
than the Governor of any other State.

When General Randolph resigned the position of Secre-
tary of War, the President, in speaking to the members of the
Cabinet about the appointment of a successor, said that he
was considering Mr. Seddon, Gen. Joseph E. Johnston and
Gen. G. W. Smith in connection with that appointment, and
preferred them in that order; but said to the Cabinet that he
did not wish any statement made about it, as, if Mr. Seddon
should decline the appointment, the others might refuse to
accept it because it had not been offered them first. He made
the tender of the appointment to Mr. Seddon. The evening
after this, Wigfall called on him and discussed the matter of
this appointment, and expressed his preference for the same
men in the same order, but Mr. Davis did not tell him that he
had already tendered the portfolio to Seddon.

The next day the President sent for me, and inquired of
me what was the matter with Wigfall. I answered that I did
not know of anything being wrong with him. He said that
Wigfall was bitterly denouncing him in the Senate. When
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I inquired if he did not know what it was about, he said that
possibly he did; that the evening before, Senator Wigfall
had talked with him about the appointment of a Secretary of
War, but that he had not told him of his having offered the
appointment to Seddon, and that the newspapers of that
morning announced that Seddon had accepted. He had not
told Wigfall about the matter because he did not then know
whether Mr. Seddon would accept; and as he had charged
the members of the Cabinet not to speak of it, he did not feel
at liberty to speak of it himself.

He asked me to go to the Senate to see Senator Wigfall
and make this explanation to him, and to say to him that his
not telling him what he had done was not because of any
withdrawal of confidence in him, that it was no time for
friends to quarrel, and that he certainly meant no disrespect.
I went to the Senate, saw Senator Wigfall, and made the
explanation to him. He expressed himself as gratified with
it, and said he would call at my house that night. He never
came, however, and the next day was as bitter in his denunci-
ation of the President as before; and continued his opposi-
tion until the fall of the Confederacy.

The Cabinet of Mr. Davis was so much of one view as to
the necessities of our situation, that, while there were occa-
sional differences of opinion among them, as was to be
expected of thinking men, there was no passion nor strife.

It happened that I disagreed with the views of the Presi-
dent oftener than any other member of the Cabinet, and on
one occasion I mentioned this to him, expressing my willing-
ness to surrender my post if I were causing any embarrass-
ment. He answered me that he had been a member of a
Cabinet himself; adding that if the Cabinet should accept
without question the opinions of the President, he did not
well see what their use could be as advisers of the President,
and that he was far from being displeased with my course
in this respect. He observed that the free interchange of

vay of arriving at correct conclusions.
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The President and Cabinet were so constantly and earn-
estly engaged in the performance of their duties that but
little time or attention was given to social amenities. I will
mention an incident which occurred when the President had
invited the Secretary of the Treasury, Senator Clay of Ala-
bama, and myself to take breakfast with him. We were still
at the table when a lady sent in her card. Mr. Davis, sup-
posing it to be intended for Mrs. Davis, sent back word that
Mrs. Davis was not in. The lady returned word that she
had not called to see Mrs. Davis; that she wished to see the
President.

She was invited in and proved to be quite an elderly lady,
though sturdy and vigorous. She related that her home and
property were in the Federal lines and that she had come to
seek employment as clerk. She said that her children were
able to take care of her, but that while she knew they would
do so cheerfully, she did not want to feel that she was a
dependant. She showed the President a gold-headed cane
and a large oblong ring on her finger, which she said were
in her possession as the eldest surviving descendant of the
Hon. George Mason of Revolutionary times. Mr. Davis
inquired if I could give her employment in the Post Office
Department; but I had to tell him there was no vacancy.
He made the same inquiry of Secretary Memminger, who
requested her to write out her application in her own hand-
writing, and when he got to the Treasury Department he
would see what could be done for her. She sent in her appli-
cation in a bold, free hand, and received the appointment.

I will mention another incident in which I was relieved
from a dilemma. I had invited the members of the Cabinet
to dine with me. Among the dishes on the table was one of
fried ham and eggs. Knowing that Mr. Benjamin, the Sec-
retary of State, was a Jew, I was perplexed to know whether
I should offer them to him. But to my relief he told me that
the night before a burglar had broken into his smoke-house
and stolen all of his fine hams.
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In this connection I will call attention to some facts which
illustrate the humane character of President Davis. My
understanding is that, while the proceedings of many courts
martial in which men were sentenced to be shot for desertion
and other military offenses came to him for consideration, he
never approved a single death sentence. It was the talk
among the members of the Cabinet, that when the record of
any such case came to him, he would examine it as a common
law lawyer would examine a bill of indictment he wished to
quash, and he never failed to find some reason for setting
aside the death penalty. To guard against the effect of this,
during the latter years of the war, General Lee found it neces-
sary to have some of the deserters shot before the record was
sent to the President, as he feared without doing this his
army would become too much depleted by desertion.

Toward the close of the war the necessities of the service
demanded every available man, and it was difficult for a sol-
dier to get a leave of absence for any cause. There was a
North Carolina soldier whose family, consisting of a wife
and three or four children, had been driven from their home
by the enemy. Word came to him that they were all sick and
destitute, and that one of the children had died. He applied
for a leave of absence to go to their relief, but it was refused.
Not to be deterred, however, he went to his family and did
what he could for them, and had started back to the army
when he was arrested as a deserter. He was tried and con-
demned to be shot. When Mr. Davis examined the record
he set aside the findings of the court, and ordered the prisoner
to be restored to the ranks, saying that if he had been that
man, under the circumstances, he would have acted in a sim-
ilar way.

A youth of Richmond, who had been a naval cadet,
deserted and enlisted in the infantry service. He was tried
for desertion, but because he had enlisted in another branch
of the service was not punished. Afterward he deserted
from the infantry and joined a cavalry command; he was
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again tried for desertion, and being regarded as an incurable,
was convicted. The President ordered him restored to the
ranks, saying that the poorest use which could be made of a
soldier was to shoot him.

Riding out along the line below Richmond with the Presi-
dent on one occasion, we passed a rather small boy in a sol-
dier’s uniform.

“My boy, are you a soldier ?”’ the President asked.

“I am, sir,” came quickly.

“How old are you?”

“Fourteen,” the youth replied.

Mr. Davis then inquired to what command he belonged,
and upon being informed, requested the boy to ask his captain
to come, which was done. The President remarked to the
captain, “I think you should send that boy home; we ought
not to destroy the seed corn.”



CHAPTER XIII
HaMPTON ROADS CONFERENCE

Vice-President Stephens, as shown in his History of the
War Between the States, and in utterances after the fall of
Vicksburg and the drawn battle at Gettysburg, and even
before that, seemed to think something could be done to
arrest the carnage of war by negotiations; and offered his
service for that purpose in June, 1863. He evidently believed
there was some possibility of favorable results from an effort
at that time. After this matter had been discussed between
them, the President gave him authority to go to Washington
and see whether anything could be done. The authority he
had from the President was to endeavor to secure a renewal
of the cartel for the exchange of prisoners; but the discus-
sion, as shown in Mr. Stephens’s book, indicated that he
hoped to offer suggestions looking to a cessation of hostili-
ties. While it is not stated by him or by the President in
their printed accounts about the matter, I understood at the
time that the Vice-President hoped for some good effect on
account of the fact that he and President Lincoln had been
associated as Whig members of Congress, and as friends
before the war, and that he might, because of that, be in
a better position to invite the attention of Mr. Lincoln to
pacific measures. He went to the Federal lines, but was
refused permission to proceed to Washington.

In his history (Vol. IL, p. 561) he uses this language,
referring to what he hoped to accomplish:

But if Mr. Lincoln could be prevailed on to agree to such a
conference, then the object proposed, besides effecting, if pos-
sible, the general amelioration of prisoners, and the mitigation
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of the horrors of war as conducted by the Federals, was to
use the occasion for effecting also, if possible, other material
results which might open the way for future negotiations that
might eventually lead on to an amicable adjustment. * * *
In this view Mr. Davis did not concur. He did not believe that
the road to peace lay in that way. He did not think that any-
thing towards its ultimate obtainment could be effected on this
line of external policy indicated by me.

But his book shows that after the siege of Vicksburg and
the battle of Gettysburg, he himself had lost confidence in the
scheme. However, it was finally agreed between them that
he should undertake the trip to Washington; but this pro-
gramme was superseded by the Hampton Roads Conference,
growing out of the Hon. Francis P. Blair’s intercession.

On the 12th of January, 1865, the venerable Francis P.
Blair, by permission of the Federal and Confederate authori-
ties, visited President Davis at Richmond, Virginia, in the
interest of peace between the United States and the Confed-
erate States. He disavowed any authority from the Govern-
ment of the United States to act for it. His idea seems to
have been to secure a conference between the military
authorities of the two governments; and to arrange a plan,
without any formal negotiations, by which the armies of the
two countries could be united and sent to Mexico to enforce
the Monroe Doctrine against the Government of the
Emperor Maximilian. After this conference, Mr. Davis
gave Mr. Blair a letter stating that he had no desire to throw
obstacles in the way of negotiations for the restoration of
peace between the two countries, and that he was ready to
send commissioners for that purpose whenever he had reason
to suppose they would be received. Mr. Blair having
returned to Washington, on the 13th of January President
Lincoln addressed a note to him in which he referred to the
letter of President Davis, and expressed his willingness to
receive any agent whom Mr. Davis might send him, with a
view of securing peace to our common country.
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Upon learning of this disposition, Mr. Davis determined
to send as Commissioners, for an informal conference, Vice-
President Stephens, the Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, president of
the Confederate Senate and former United States Senator;
and the Hon. John A. Campbell, formerly a justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States. The following is the
commission under which they were to act:

RiceMOND, January 23, 1865.
In conformity with the letter of Mr. Lincoln, you are
requested to proceed to Washington City for an informal con-
ference upon the issues involved in the existing war, and for
the purpose of securing peace to the two countries.

Mr. Lincoln changed his purpose, and, instead of receiving
them at Washington, met them at Hampton Roads. The
Confederate Commissioners were met there also by Secretary
of State W. H. Seward on the part of the United States.

During recent years there has been an extensive discussion
through the public prints of the questions which rose at the
Hampton Roads Conference. It has been asserted over and
over that President Lincoln offered to pay $400,000,000 for
the slaves of the South to secure an end of the war; and that
he held up a piece of paper to Mr. Stephens, saying: “Let
me write the word Union on it, and you may add any other
conditions you please, if it will give us peace.” Iam probably
not using the exact words which were employed, but I am
expressing the idea given to the public, in the discussion. It
has frequently been alleged that Mr. Stephens said these
offers were made. This has been repeated by citizens of
acknowledged ability and high character, and it has been said
that these offers could not be acceded to because the instruc-
tions given to the Commission by President Davis prevented
it. The purpose of urging these untrue statements seems to
have been to induce the public to beliéve that Mr. Davis could
have obtained peace on almost any terms desired and $400,-
000,000 for the Southern slaves if he would have consented
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to a restoration of the Southern States to the Union; and
that, because of this, he was responsible for the losses of life
and property caused by the continuance of the war.

I shall submit evidence which will prove that no such prop-
ositions were ever made. This course is rendered necessary
and just, both for the truth of history, and to vindicate the
action of President Davis and his Cabinet. For, undoubtedly,
one of the purposes of insisting that such offers were made
is to mislead the public as to the truth.

The following is the report of the Confederate Commis-
sioners to President Davis as to what occurred at the
Conference held on the 5th of February:

To THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES:

Under your letter of appointment of the 28th ult., we pro-
ceeded to seek an “informal conference” with Abraham Lincoln,
President of the United States, upon the subject mentioned in
the letter. The conference was granted and took place on the
3oth ult., on board a steamer anchored in Hampton Roads,
where we met President Lincoln and the Honorable Mr. Seward,
Secretary of State of the United States. It continued for sev-
eral hours, and was both full and explicit. We learned from
them that the message of President Lincoln to the Congress
of the United States, in December last, explains clearly and
distinctly his sentiments as to the terms, conditions, and methods
of proceeding by which peace can be secured to the people, and
we are not informed that they would be modified or altered to
obtain that end. We understood from him that no terms or
proposals of any treaty or agreement looking to an ultimate
settlement would be entertained or made by him with the author-
ities of the Confederate States, because that would be a recogni-
tion of their existence as a separate power, which under no
circumstances would be done; and for a like reason that no
such terms would be entertained by him for the States sepa-
rately; that no extended truce or armistice (as at present
advised) would be granted or allowed without a satisfactory
assurance in advance of the complete restoration of the author-
ity of the Constitution and laws of the United States over all
places within the States of the Confederacy; that whatever
consequences may follow from the reestablishment of that
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authority must be accepted; but that individuals subject to
pains and penalties under the laws of the United States might
rely upon a very liberal use of the power confided to him to
remit those pains and penalties if peace be restored.

During the conference, the proposed amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States adopted by Congress on the 31st
ultimo was brought to our notice.

This amendment provides that neither slavery nor involun-
tary servitude except for crime, should exist within the United
States, or any place within her jurisdiction, and that Congress
would have power to enforce this amendment by appropriate
legislation.

Very respectfully, etc.,
ALEXANDER H. STEPHENS,
R. M. T. HUNTER,
JorN A. CAMPBELL.

Complaint has been made that Mr. Davis, by the wording
of his instructions to the Commission, prevented them from
making peace on any other terms than upon the condition of
the independence of the Confederate Government; and that
but for this condition, peace might have been secured at the
Hampton Roads Conference. The official papers of that
conference show that no terms could have been obtained
or considered other than the unconditional surrender of
the Confederate authorities. Mr. Davis knew the Vice-
President’s strong inclination to make peace on such terms
as could be had. This is evidenced by Mr. Stephens's His-
tory of the War Between the States, and by his many state-
ments to others; and it is fair to presume that the limitation
put upon the power of these Commissioners was for the
purpose of making it certain that they should agree to
nothing less than either the recognition of the independence
of the Confederacy, or at least the securing of protection
against the unlawful domination of its enemies. There was
a wide divergence of views between the President and Vice-
President on this subject. Mr. Stephens never seemed to
realize that there was no time, while we had fighting armies
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in the field, that the people and the Army would have per-
mitted an unconditional surrender if the President had been
so inclined ; nor would Mr. Davis at any time have consented
to surrender while we had armies in the field able and willing
to prolong the contest, rather than submit to Federal wrongs.

It is seen that the Confederate Commissioners say that no
terms or proposals of any treaty or agreement would be
entertained by President Lincoln with the authorities of the
Confederate States, or with any of the States separately,
and that no truce or armistice would be allowed without
satisfactory evidence, in advance, of the complete restoration
of the authority of the Constitution and laws of the United
States over all places within the States of the Confederacy.
This report was signed by Mr. Stephens, Mr. Hunter, -and
Judge Campbell. It shows conclusively that unconditional
surrender, in advance of any negotiations, was the only con-
dition whereby the war could be ended. And Judge Camp-
bell, in his memoranda relating to this Conference, says that:

In conclusion, Mr. Hunter summed up what seemed to be
the result of the interview: that there could be no arrange-
ments by treaty between the Confederate States and the United
States, or any agreement between them ; there was nothing left
for them but unconditional submission.

On the 6th of February, 1865, President Davis sent the
report of the Commissioners to the Confederate Congress,
with a message in which he used this language:

I herewith transmit for the information of Congress the
report of the eminent citizens above named, showing that the
enemy refused to enter into negotiations with the Confederate
States, or any of them separately, or to give our people any
other terms or guaranties than those which the conquerors
may grant, or to permit us to have peace on any other basis
than our unconditional submission to their rule, coupled with
the acceptance of their recent legislation on the subject of the
relations between the black and white population of each State.
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In his History of the War Between the States (Vol. 1L,
PP. 5909-626) Vice-President Stephens gives a carefully com-
piled account of what was done at the conference; and in
this he shows plainly and fully the distinct refusal of Presi-
dent Lincoln to recognize, or in any form to make or agree
to any terms for peace with the Government of the Confed-
erate States, or with any of the States separately, except upon
the condition that they should, before any other measure
should be considered, recognize and accept the Constitution
and laws of the United States, and trust to Congress as to
what disposition was to be made of the Confederacy, their
people, and property. There is no word in his long account
of any proposition as to the payment of $400,000,000 for the
slaves, or of President Lincoln’s writing the word Union on
a sheet of paper and allowing Mr. Stephens or any one else
to determine the terms and conditions upon which the war
should be ended.

The joint resolutions, expressing the sense of the Confed-
erate Congress on the subject of the Peace Commission, are
as follows:

Whereas, the Congress of the Confederate States have ever
been desirous of an honorable and a permanent settlement, by
negotiation, of all matters of difference between the people
of the Confederate States of America and the Government of
the United States; and to this end provided, immediately on
its assembling at Montgomery in February, eighteen hundred
and sixty-one, for the sending of three commissioners to Wash-
ington, to negotiate friendly relations on all questions of dis-
agreement between the two Governments, on principles of right,
justice, equity and good faith; and, whereas, these having
been refused a reception, Congress again, on the fourteenth
of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, adopted and pub-
lished a Manifesto to the civilized world, declaring its continued
desire to settle, without further shedding of blood, upon hon-
orable terms, all questions at issue between the people of the
Confederate States and those of the United States, to which
the only response received from the Congress of the United
States has been, the voting down, by large majorities, all reso-
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lutions proposing an amicable settlement of existing difficul-
ties; and, whereas, the President has communicated to this
Congress that, in the same spirit of conciliation and peace, he
recently sent Vice-President Stephens, Senator Hunter, and
Judge Campbell to hold conference with such persons as the
Government of the United States might designate to meet them;
and, whereas, those eminent citizens, after a full conference
with President Lincoln and Secretary Seward, have reported
that they were informed explicitly that the authorities of the
United States would hold no negotiations with the Confederate
States, or any of them separately; that no terms, except such
as the conqueror grants to the subjugated, would be extended
to the people of these States; and that the subversion of our
institutions, and a complete submission to their rule, was the
only condition of peace: Therefore,

Section First. Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate
States of America, that while Congress regrets that no alterna-
tive is left to the people of the Confederate States but a con-
tinuance of the war or submission to terms of peace alike ruin-
ous and dishonorable, it accepts in their behalf the issue ten-
dered them by the authorities of the United States Government,
and solemnly declares that it is their unalterable determination
to prosecute the war with the United States until that power
shall desist from its efforts to subjugate them, and the inde-
pendence of the Confederate States shall have been established.

Section Second. Resolved, that the Congress has received
with pride the numerous noble and patriotic resolutions passed
by the Army, and in the gallant and unconquered spirit which
they breathe, coming from those who have for years endured
dangers and privations, it sees unmistakable evidence that the
enthusiasm with which they first dedicated their lives to the
defense of their country is not yet extinct, but has been con-
firmed by hardships and suffering into a principle of resistance
to Northern rule, that will hold in contempt all disgraceful
terms of submission; and for these expressions in camp, as
well as for their noble acts in the field, our soldiers deserve,
and will receive the thanks of the Country.

Section Third. Resolved, that the Congress invite the people
of these States to assemble in public meetings, and renew their
vows of devotion to the cause of independence; to declare their
determination to maintain their liberties; to pledge themselves
to do all in their power to fill the ranks of the Army; and to
provide for the support of the families of our soldiers, and
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to cheer and comfort, by every means, the gallant men, who,
for years, through trials and dangers, have vindicated our
rights on the battlefield.

Section Fourth. Resolved, that, invoking the blessing of God,
and confiding in the justice of our cause, in the valor and endur-
ance of our soldiers, and in the deep and ardent devotion of our
people to the great principles of civil and political liberty for
which we are contending, Congress pledges itself to the pas-
sage of the most energetic measures to secure our ultimate
success.

T. S. Bocock,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
R. M. T. HUNTER,
President pro tempore of the Senate.
Approved 14th March, ’65.
JEFFERSON Davis.

So it is seen that we have the report of the Confederate
Commissioners to the President, the message of the President
to Congress, the joint resolutions of the two Houses of the
Confederate Congress, and the evidence of Mr. Stephens’s
history of what occurred at that Conference to prove that no
such offers were made by Mr. Lincoln.

While it may seem unnecessary, I will go further and add
to these testimonials those of President Lincoln and Secre-
tary Seward.

Mr. Lincoln at first determined to send Secretary of State
Seward to meet the Confederate Commissioners, and on the
31st of January, 1865, furnished him with instructions for
his Government, which contained these provisions:

You will make known to them that three things are indis-
pensable, to wit: 1, the restoration of the national authority
throughout all the States; 2, no receding by the Executive of
the United States, on the slavery question, from the position
assumed thereon in the late message to Congress, and in pre-
ceding documents; 3, no cessation of hostilities short of an
end of the war and the disbanding of all forces hostile to the
Government.

C o mal it [T
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In Mr. Lincoln’s annual message to Congress dated
December 5th, 1864, he says:

At the last session of Congress a proposed amendment of
the Constitution abolishing slavery throughout the United
States passed the Senate, but failed of the requisite two-thirds
vote of the House of Representatives. Although the present
is the same Congress, and nearly the same members, and with-
out questioning the wisdom and patriotism of those who stood
in opposition, I venture to recommend the reconsideration and
passage of the measure at the present session.

And the same message contained the following:

In presenting the abandonment of armed resistance to the
national authority, on the part of the insurgents, as the only
indispensable condition to ending the war on the part of the
Government, I retract nothing heretofore said as to slavery.
I repeat the declaration made a year ago, that while I remain
in my present position I shall not attempt to retract or modify
the Emancipation Proclamation, nor shall I return to slavery
any person who is free by the terms of that proclamation, or
by any of the acts of Congress. If the people should, by
whatever mode or means, make it an executive duty to re-en-
slave such persons, another, and not I, must be their instrument
to perform it.

The proclamation here referred to by President Lincoln
was that of January 1, 1863, for which that of September
22, 1862, had prepared the way. In that of the later date he
declared :

That on the 1st day of January, 1863, all persons held as
slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people
whereof shall be in rebellion against the United States, shall
be then, thenceforward, and forever free.

In the face of his annual message of December 5, 1864,
and of these two proclamations, how could President Lincoln
have proposed to pay $400,000,000 for the slaves he had
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already set free, and did not intend to return to a condition
of slavery? And how could he have said that if he were
allowed to write the word Union on a piece of blank paper
the Confederate Commissioners might name any terms they
pleased to end the war?

On the 7th of February, 1865, Mr. Seward addressed a
communication to the Hon. Charles Francis Adams, the
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to Great
Britain, giving, for his information, an account of what
occurred at the Hampton Roads Conference. This letter,
it will be observed, was written four days after that Confer-
ence. In it, among other things, he said that President
Lincoln announced to the Confederate Commissioners:

That we can agree to no cessation or suspension of hostilities,
except on the basis of the disbandment of the insurgent forces,
and the restoration of the national authority throughout all
the States in the Union. Collaterally, and in subordination to
the proposition which he thus announced, the anti-slavery pol-
icy of the United States was reviewed in all its bearings, and
the President announced that he must not be expected to depart
from the positions he had assumed in his Proclamation of
Emancipation, and other documents, as these positions were
reiterated in his last annual message. It was further declared
by the President that the complete restoration of national
authority everywhere was an indispensable condition to any
assent on our part to whatever form of peace might be pro-
posed. The President assured the other party that while he
must adhere to these positions, he would be prepared, as far
as power was lodged with the Executive, to exercise it liber-
ally. His power, however, is limited by the Constitution; and
when peace should be made, Congress must necessarily act in
regard to appropriations of money and the admission of rep-
resentatives from the insurrectionary States. The Richmond
party was then informed that Congress had, on the 31st ultimo,
adopted by a Constitutional majority a joint resolution submit-
ting to the several States the proposition to abolish slavery
throughout the Union, and that there is every reason to expect
that it will be accepted by three-fourths of the States, so as to
become a part of the organic law.
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I have not access to the Life of Lincoln by Nicolay and
Hay, but I am informed that it fully sustains the views I am
presenting on this question.

While it is true that some respectable men have asserted
that Mr. Stephens told them of Mr. Lincoln’s alleged offer,—
and I have all their statements in writing or print,—there
must have been some misunderstanding as to his language,
for he was an honorable and truthful man, and a man of too
much good sense to have made such allegations in the face
of such record as is here presented. Among those who assert
that Mr. Stephens made one or the other of those statements
are the Hon. Henry Watterson, editor of the Courier-Jour-
nal; Rev. E. A. Green of Virginia; Dr. R. J. Massey of
Georgia, and Mr. Clark Howell of Georgia. Any impartial
person who may read the statements of Mr. Green will see
his gross ignorance of the matters of which he writes, and
any one who will read what he says and what Dr. Massey
says will see that the main purpose with them was to throw
discredit on President Davis for not making peace on terms
which, as the evidence shows, were not offered, and which
we were fully informed could not be allowed the Confed-
erates. And it is also clear that a prime object with Dr.
Massey was to lionize Mr. Stephens while discrediting Mr.
Davis.

Among those who say Mr. Stephens denied making these
statements are the Rev. F. C. Boykin of Georgia; Mr. R. F.
Littig of Mississippi; Hon. James Orr of South Carolina,
who was at that time associated with Vice-President
Stephens as a member of the Confederate Senate; Hon.
Frank B. Sexton, then a member of the Confederate Con-
gress; Col. Stephen W. Blount of Texas, who had been a
schoolmate, and was a friend to Mr. Stephens, who, in
answer to Blount’s inquiry, wrote that he never made any
such remark; Mr. Charles G. Newman, of Arkansas; and
Governor A. H. Garland, of Arkansas, who was at the time
of the Conference a member of the Confederate Senate, and
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the roommate of Mr. Stephens, and who has been United
States Senator, and Attorney-General of the United States.
Governor Garland says that on the return of the Confederate
Commissioners Mr. Stephens told him no terms of peace
could be had except upon unconditional submission of the
Confederates.

It is not pleasant to have to consider such a conflict of
statements. It has arisen between men of ability and char-
acter in the discussion of one of the important historical
questions which grew out of the great contest. And the
published statements show that there was an extensive effort
being made to pervert and falsify the history of that impor-
tant conference so as to cast public censure on President
Davis for not terminating the war upon conditions which
were not offered.

I also have a letter from Senator Vest of Missouri, who
was then a Confederate Senator, in which he says: “R. M. T.
Hunter, who was President pro tem. of the Confederate Sen-
ate, told me in detail what occurred at the Fort Monroe
Conference, and it agrees with your statements. No
more truthful and conservative man than Hunter ever lived.”

The message of Mr. Lincoln of March 6, 1862, and his
conference with border State representatives, at that time,
and the statements he made to Mr. Stephens at the Hampton
Roads Conference, and perhaps other expressions of his,
showed, I think, his personal willingness that compensation
should have been made for the slaves of the South, but the
message referred to, and the conference which followed, were
in March of the second year of the war; his suggestion then
was that the border States of the Confederacy should adopt
a general plan of emancipation upon the basis of compensa-
tion, and that if this was done it would defeat the purpose
of the Southern States. It was a bid to the border States to
desert their Southern sister States. Those representing the
border States declined to act on this suggestion, for it was
only a suggestion; for them to have acted in advance of any
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move by the Northern States, and with no assurance that if
they should adopt such a policy it would ever be accepted by
the North would have been a species of madness. This, how-
ever, had no direct relation to what occurred at Hampton
Roads.

I have no doubt that Mr. Stephens recited the statement
made by President Lincoln at that conference to the effect
that he, personally, would have no objection to an arrange-
ment for compensation for the slaves if that would end the
war, and that he knew persons who would be willing to pay
$400,000,000 for that purpose. This is probably the basis
and the only basis for the stories so often repeated about his
offering at that conference to pay $400,000,000 if it would
end the war.  And when Mr. Stephens spoke of these two
things, his hearers, I must suppose, misunderstood him, or
misconstrued his words. It is better to view it thus and to
assume that the stories referred to had their origin in that
way than to believe that wilful misstatements were made.

I served with Mr. Stephens in the Congress of the United
States four years before the war. We served together in the
Provisional Congress of the Confederacy; were thrown
together more or less during the war; and we served together
in Congress for several years after the war. I always
regarded him as an upright, honorable man. I was his
friend, and admired his genius and ability, though I thought
during the war, and have not changed my opinion, that he
had very impracticable views as to the methods of conduct-
ing the war. And I fear from his writings and from the
statements attributed to him by others that during the latter
part of the war, and after it closed, he allowed his great name
and influence to give too much encouragement to malcon-
tents, who caused embarrassment to the Confederate Gov-
ernment, and who endeavored to cast unjust reflections on
the policy, actions and services of President Davis, his Cabi-
net and the Confederate Congress.



CHAPTER XIV
TrE CAMPAIGNS OF 1864 AND 1865

After the retreat of Lee from Gettysburg, a pall fell over
the Confederacy, for much had been expected of the invasion
of the North. This shadow was deepened, too, by the fall of
Vicksburg and Port Hudson, for the Confederacy was now
cut in twain by the Mississippi River. But we still had Lee
and his army and other armies, and therefore hope had not
expired.

In February, 1864, an expedition under the command of
Colonel Dahlgren was sent from the Federal army, then in
Virginia, having for its object the release of 22,000 Federal
prisoners on Belle Isle and other prisons in Richmond, the
destruction of the city of Richmond, and the killing of Presi-
dent Davis and his Cabinet. Dahlgren’s command was to
cross the James River some distance above Richmond, pass
down the south side of the river to Belle Isle, reach it through
the shallow water and release the prisoners. On account of
the swollen condition of the river, he was unable to cross it,
and turned his command down a road on the north side.

Governor Wise learned of the movement, and brought
word of it to the city. This caused the Tredegar battalion
and the regiment of clerks and citizens to be called out—an
expedient resorted to only in emergencies. At a bend in the
road not far above Richmond, he met the battalion of work-
men, employees of the Tredegar works. The battalion was
dispersed by Dahlgren. In the mean time Colonel
McAnerny’s regiment was hastening to the defense of the
city. This command was in a large measure made up of men
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who had been soldiers, but who by wounds were unfitted for
regular duty. McAnerny, himself, had been adjutant of an
Alabama regiment, but had been incapacitated for field
service by wounds and was a clerk in the Post Office Depart-
ment. :

A citizen who witnessed the defeat of the Tredegar bat-
talion, riding rapidly to give the alarm, met McAnerny’s
regiment—not Colonel G. W. C. Lee’s, as Mr. Davis through
mistake states in his history—just outside the suburbs of the
city, on the road by which Dahlgren was advancing, and
notified them of the pending danger. It having become
dark with a drizzling rain, Colonel McAnerny formed his
line of battle across the road in a field, and threw forward a
line of skirmishers, who, when the enemy approached, were
instructed to keep up a desultory fire as they fell back to the
line of battle, in order to define the line of attack. The skir-
mishers acted with admirable coolness, falling back slowly
and firing to keep their line defined, until they brought Dahl-
gren’s command in close range of McAnerny’s regiment.
The men had been ordered to lie down, until the enemy had
come within range, when they were ordered to rise and fire.
This they did admirably, killing and wounding some of the
men and horses of the enemy, and causing them to retreat
precipitately. They crossed the Chickahominy and York
rivers in the direction of King and Queen counties. There
some furloughed soldiers, home guards and citizens, having
been apprised of their coming, ambushed them, killing Dahl-
gren and a number of his men, and wounding and making
prisoners of the rest. To quote Mr. Davis (Rise and Fall
of the Confederate Government, Vol. 1L, p. 506) : .

On the body of Dahlgren was found an address to his officers
and men, giving special orders and instructions, and one giv-
ing his itinerary, the whole disclosing the unsoldierly means
and purposes of the raid; such as disguising the men in our
uniform, carrying supplies of oakum and turpentine to burn
Richmond, and after releasing the prisoners on Belle Isle, to
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exhort them to destroy the beautiful city, while on all was
pressed the special injunction that the city must be burned and
“Jeff Davis and his Cabinet killed.”

Photographic copies of those papers were made and sent
to the Cabinets of Europe to show the barbarous infractions
of the laws of war among civilized nations, to which we
were exposed.

President Davis had on more than one occasion threatened
retaliation for the violation of the usages of war; and at a
meeting of the Cabinet, after the above facts were brought
out, the members of the Cabinet united in urging upon the
President that there should be no more threatening of retali-
ation, that the prisoners who had been taken should draw
lots and every tenth man be shot; and that the President
of the United States should be informed of what we had
done, and of the reasons for such action. Mr. Davis objected
to shooting unarmed men, observing that if we had known
these facts and could have shot them with arms in their
hands, it would have been all right.

There was on this point more feeling expressed by the
members of the Cabinet, and seemingly more danger of a
serious disagreement than occurred at any other of its meet-
ings. Some of them called attention to the monstrous
purpose of burning the city, and of exposing the women and
children to the infuriated mob of released prisoners, and the
purposed murder of the President and Cabinet, and insisted
on their recommendations being carried out. The President
in an emphatic manner said that he would not permit an
unarmed prisoner to be shot; and so the matter ended.

There was one battle during the war which has not gone
into history, and as I was an active agent in it, I shall tell
something of it. One morning in the summer of 1864 can-
non firing was heard to the northwest of Richmond, and we
were at a loss to understand it, as we had no information of
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the approach of an enemy. As we had no troops there, Sec-
retary Mallory and I got our horses and galloped out to
where the noise was. When we got near our old line of
intrenchments we saw Colonel Lyon, one of Richmond’s
most prominent citizens, riding along the line of intrench-
ments, gesticulating as if giving directions. When we
reached him, we inquired what he was doing. He said:
“Commanding the forces; Reagan, you command the right;
Mallory, you the left, and I will take the center.”

We rode up and down the line of intrenchments for some
time, as if giving directions to men, with the shells cracking
over us, until the firing ceased. The attacking party con-
sisted of a regiment of cavalry and some pieces of light
artillery, and if I remember correctly they were commanded
by Colonel Grierson, who had prior to this raided exten-
sively in Mississippi ; but I am not positive as to the name of
the commander. Colonel Lyon’s residence was out near that
line of intrenchment, which accounted for his presence. The
Federals evidently feared that there were men in the
trenches, but if they had known, there was nothing to have
prevented their marching unresisted into the city. Several
times during the war Richmond seemed to have been provi-
dentially saved from capture.

When in 1864 General Grant had taken up his march on
Richmond, and the battle of the Wilderness had been fought
and he had moved forward toward Spottsylvania Court
House, Sheridan with a force of something more than 8,000
cavalry interposed between Lee and Richmond. He rightly
thought that he might take the city by surprise. But Gen.
J. E. B. Stuart, our gallant cavalier and great cavalry leader,
with a force of about 1,100, hung on his flank. At this time
there were but two brigades of infantry near for the defense
of the capital, which had been notified of its danger by
couriers dispatched by Stuart. A brigade commanded by
General Fry was ordered up from below the city, and put in
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position on the Yellow Tavern road, by which it was
expected Sheridan would come. The regiment of clerks and
citizens was called out and posted on our line of defense on
the Meadow Bridge road. The Tredegar battalion was put
in position further to the right. The Confederate line was
defended by several batteries of siege guns. Sheridan came
up on the Meadow Bridge road instead of the Yellow Tavern
road, and began his attack early in the day. The regiment
of clerks and citizens had wanted me to command them, but
the President and Cabinet, when the matter was mentioned
to them, advised against it, saying that I might be wanted
at both places at the same time. At my suggestion, Colonel
McAnerny was put in command of the regiment.

Before the fighting was fairly under way, General Elzy,
who was in command of our forces, and Colonel McAnerny
came to me and requested me to command the regiment dur-
ing the fight. I declined to do so on the ground that it would
be unjust to take the command on the first opportunity
McAnerny had of being engaged in battle. They then pro-
posed that I should command the battalion which was sup-
porting the battery on the Meadow Bridge road, and the two
batteries to the right of it. I answered that I would do that,
but would not take McAnerny’s command from him.

The artillery firing now became rapid on both sides; Fitz-
hugh Lee’s brigade of cavalry was hanging on Sheridan’s
rear, and Gordon of North Carolina, with his brigade of
cavalry—both of those brigades being under General Stu-
art—was fighting heavily on Sheridan’s right flank. About
twelve o’clock General Gracie’s brigade of infantry came up
from Chafin’s farm below Richmond, where it had been
placed with Fry’s brigade to protect the city against the
threatened attack from that direction. General Gracie
inquired of me where General Elzy was, and I told him that
half an hour before he had gone up our line to the left. He
said that he would move out in front and do what he could
to relieve Lee and Gordon.
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He formed his line in front of our works, sending his skir-
mishers forward ; he requested me to place three hundred of
my best men outside of our works, to be ordered up if found
necessary. While I was forming my line of three hundred,
a friend who had come out from Richmond brought me a
bottle of what he said was the finest brandy. I saw the
officers of Gracie’s command come together, I supposed for
consultation. They had been in the rain during the latter
part of the night and all the morning. I rode to where they
were assembled and told them a friend had brought me a
bottle of brandy, and that I supposed they needed it. They
disposed of it very quickly, and General Gracie told me that
when the battle was over he would have me promoted.

The skirmishers were already under fire and General
Gracie advanced his command until two Federal batteries
with infantry supports were enfilading his line from the
right. He then changed front at an angle of about forty-five
degrees, and marched forward until he drove the batteries
away. He then changed his front to his original course, and
moved forward in the open field, I suppose three-quarters
of a mile wide, until he reached the woods occupied by the
enemy. His line being then enfiladed from both ends and
confronted by a superior force, he slowly withdrew toward
our works.

All these movements were made with as much regularity
as on an old field muster. They were certainly the hand-
somest and most regular movements I ever saw on a field of
battle. He rode about among his command apparently as
cool as if directing farm operations. He lost some seventy-
five men in killed and wounded ; his horse was struck three
times, and he himself received one or two slight wounds.
The battle lasted until about the middle of the afternoon,
when General Sheridan withdrew, and moved off in a north-
westerly direction.

I witnessed a piece of heroic conduct on that occasion,
which deserves to be noticed. There was a two-story frame
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house on a mound surrounded by some trees, so near to the
battery on my right as to enable the enemy’s sharpshooters,
who occupied it, to reach our men with their shots. It had
rained and the platform on which our guns stood was wet
and slippery, and in firing one of the guns it bounded off the
platform. I rode to where it was and was giving directions
to the men about getting it back on the platform, when a
non-commissioned officer, whose name I cannot recall, came
to me and said that if I would permit it, he would take some
men and drive the sharpshooters out of that house and burn
it. My reply was, “I shall not object to your doing so, but
will not order it.” He went away and in a few minutes
returned, saying that he had his men. There were, I think,
eight of them. They jumped outside of the works and went
at a double quick, half-bent with trailed arms. Three of
them fell before they reached the house, but they drove the
Federals away and burned it.

In the effort of General Stuart to impede the advance of
Sheridan, when near Richmond, in a hand-to-hand struggle
he received a mortal wound by a shot so close to him that it
burnt his clothes. '

General Stuart was an Episcopalian, and I attended his
funeral services at one of the Episcopal churches of Rich-
mond. As if to add to the solemnity of the occasion, while
the funeral services were going on the noise of the enemy’s
cannon made it partially difficult to hear what was said. His
death, following that of General Jackson, added to the deep
gloom produced by the death of that invincible leader. In
life General Stuart was as genial and lovable in his social
intercourse as he was skilful and brave in battle.

\

In May, 1864, Gen. B. F. Butler landed a force, about
40,000 strong, on the south side of the James River, above
the mouth of the Appomattox, for the purpose of cutting the
railroad connection of Richmond with the South. He
actually reached and took possession of the railroad between
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Richmond and Petersburg. It devolved on General Lee
then, with an inadequate force, to defend both Richmond and
Petersburg; and he was perplexed with this difficult prob-
lem. If he should take soldiers from the north side of the
James to enable him to repossess the railroad, it would
endanger Richmond. If he should take them from the east
side of the Appomattox this would endanger Petersburg;
and the loss of either place would have been most unfortu-
nate for the Confederate cause.

In this condition of things Gregg’s brigade (formerly
Hood’s) was confronting the Federal forces which occupied
the railroad. Suddenly, without orders, and as the result
of an accidental movement of the brigade standard, it rushed
forward and drove the Federals from the line of the railroad
and thus relieved this embarrassing situation, by reestablish-
ing communication between Richmond and Petersburg. I
inquired of General Gregg how this came about. He told
me they were expecting orders to advance; that he was at
one end of his line and the standard of the brigade at the
other; that the flag was moved forward, he did not know
by whom or for what purpose, and that the men assumed
the order to advance had come, and dashed forward, driving
the enemy before them.

Great was the relief this daring movement afforded to
General Lee and the authorities and people of Richmond and
Petersburg. While it was accomplished with much less
sacrifice of life than was suffered by this brigade on other
occasions, we may hardly overestimate its importance. And
a few weeks later the pictorial papers of London and Liver-
pool which came to us contained very amusing and interest-
ing pictures and descriptions of Lee’s “Texans straggling
to the front.”

It may be allowable for me, in this connection, to mention
two other instances, illustrating the heroic service of Hood’s
brigade, which occurred after Gen. John Gregg became its
commander. One of them was at the opening of the cam-

A
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paign of 1864. After the great battle of the 4th of May,
1864, known as the battle of the Wilderness, General Grant,
during the night, moved a portion of his force to the left
for the purpose of turning General Lee’s right, and inter-
posing between him and Richmond. General Lee at the
same time commenced a counter movement for the purpose
of enabling General Longstreet’s corps to turn Grant’s left
and thus to double him back on the Rappahannock.

While Longstreet was moving into position along the
turnpike, the Federals just at dawn, with three lines of infan-
try, attacked the divisions of Heth and Wilcox. Many of
their men wearied by a day of battle, succeeded by a night
march and the digging of intrenchments, had fallen down to
sleep, and the sudden attack of the Federals threw them into
some confusion, and a number of them struggling to the
rear so blocked up the turnpike as to impede Longstreet’s
progress. General Gregg’s brigade being in the front of
Longstreet’s corps, General Lee rode up and directed him
to move out his brigade and “stop those people”’ (meaning
the Federal forces), until Longstreet could execute his
movement.

Gregg moved his brigade out to the front, passing through
the stragglers, and having passed the Confederate line of
works, halted his command to re-align it. In ordering them
to go forward, he announced that the eye of General Lee was
on them. In his anxiety for the success of this movement
General Lee had followed them, and had ridden up on the
line of works, when a soldier took hold of his bridle to stop
his horse. General Lee spoke to him, and the soldier let go
and the General rode down in front of the line of works.
When Gregg announced to his men that the eye of General
Lee was on them, they faced about without an order, and
shouted, “General Lee, go back! go back! we know what you
want, and it will be done if you will go back.” General Lee
took off his hat, and the tears ran down his cheeks.
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Then the brigade moved forward to encounter the enemy.
They were outnumbered in front and flanked at both ends,
but stayed the advance of the enemy until Longstreet so far
executed his movement as to uncover their front; in doing
which, through mistaken identity, he was seriously wounded
by the Confederates, and General Jenkins, who was with
him, was killed. Gregg passed the old line of works with
seven hundred and eleven muskets. He lost over four hun-
dred in killed and wounded, and he had three horses killed
under him during the fight. He told me that if they had not
been relieved by General Longstreet he believed the old
brigade would have been annihilated, for, in his opinion,
the Texans had not intended to go back alive.

I am indebted for the foregoing facts to General Gregg’s
account of them to me. And there was no more sincere and
truthful man than Gregg, who at last was killed in advance
of his command, in an assault upon a strongly intrenched
line near Richmond.

Elsewhere I have spoken of President Davis being under
fire at the battle of Seven Pines. While I was not a witness
to it, he spoke in the Cabinet of being on the battlefield, in
the open ground between the Chickahominy and Mechanics-
ville, when the ground was being swept by the shot and shell
of the enemy, and of his being ordered from the field by Gen-
eral Lee. He jocularly remarked that he had supposed him-
self to be the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, but that
General Lee insisted on his retiring, with the statement,
“This is no place for you.” Either anxiety for the results,
or military training and instinct seemed to draw him to the
battlefield, and to points of danger.

The Hon. Ely Bruce, a member of the Confederate Con-
gress from Kentucky, said to me that he had never seen a
battle, that I might know when one was to occur, and if so
he would be glad if I would let him know. A few days
Jater on meeting him, I told him that if he would meet me
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at the Post Office Department at ten o’clock the next morn-
ing, we would go down the Petersburg road, and might
witness a battle. General Beauregard was then in command
of the Confederate forces between Richmond and Peters-
burg, confronting the Federals under Gen. B. F. Butler.
General Whiting was in command of the Confederate forces
at Petersburg. I had been advised that a battle was likely to
occur between them on the day to which I refer, and that
the attack on the Federals was to be made by General Whit-
ing on the Petersburg side, and that the sound of his guns
was to be the signal for an attack by Beauregard from the
Richmond side. It turned out that the Federals had deter-
mined to bring on the battle on the same day; so that they
attacked Beauregard’s forces, and during the battle were
driven back from the open ground into the woods. But
nothing was heard from General Whiting. The Confeder-
ates occupied a line which had been fortified by the Federals
just at the edge of the woods; but their advance was stopped
at this line.

The general officers met at the Petersburg turnpike for
consultation, and while talking, one of them was hit in the
back by a bullet; the others joked him about being shot in
the back. Still nothing was heard from Whiting. General
Butler had pressed his artillery and sharpshooters near
enough to the Confederate line to cause some danger and kept
up an almost continuous fusillade. In this condition a shower
of rain came up, and President Davis, who was present, rode
under a leaning silver maple tree and a young officer threw
his water-proof cape over his shoulders. At this time Gen-
eral Beauregard approached and suggested to the President
that they had better go into one of the shanties near by, which
had sheltered the soldiers, and get out of the rain. Before
that, however, some of the officers and two of the staff
of the President had come to me and asked me to try to get
him to leave the field, as persons were getting hit occasionally
and he was as likely to be struck as others, and that he could
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be of no use there. I presented their request, which he dis-
regarded, going instead with Beauregard into the shanty.
A soldier boy accompanied them, and presently a shell from
the guns of the enemy took one of the boy’s arms off near his
shoulder while he was standing by them. General Beaure-
gard suggested that the enemy seemed to have the range of
that place, and that they had better go across the turnpike
to the open ground, which they did. The shells continued to
sweep the ground there also and Beauregard suggested that
they seemed to have the range everywhere.

At last the firing ceased, and we and the President and his
staff officers returned to the city. It turned out that the
reason General Whiting did not commence the attack, as
expected, was because he was drunk, which he frankly
admitted in a letter to the President. He was not disciplined
as he ought to have been, for such conduct. Because of his
great popularity and valuable service in a number of battles
before that, he was permitted to retain his command. The
next day at a meeting of the Cabinet, the President spoke of
my taking the message to him requesting him to retire from
the field, and said he realized as well as the officers did that
his presence was not necessary, but added that it was very
inconvenient to ride off under fire.

On the 3rd of June, 1864, the second battle of Cold Har-
bor was fought, in which General Lee had less than 50,000
men, while General Grant had more than 100,000. In that
battle the loss on the Federal side was over 13,000, while the
loss on the Confederate side was probably not as many hun-
dred. This disparity was due to the fact that the Confed-
erates were assaulted in their trenches.

On the morning of that day, Judges Lyons and Meredith,
two of the State judges living in Richmond, and myself, rode
out to our line of battle, crossing the Chickahominy at
Mechanicsville, and passing along a few hundred yards in
the rear of our line of battle until we came in sight of General
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Lee’s headquarters, on the field at the Gaines’ Mill farm. Sev-
eral squads of Federal prisoners were brought back to the
road we were riding on as we passed down the line. When
we got in sight of General Lee’s headquarters, I suggested to
Judge Lyons and Judge Meredith that I would ride down to
where General Lee was. They did not go any farther. We
could see that the enemy’s shells were falling on the field
about General Lee. A few hundred yards in the rear of his
headquarters were probably fifteen or twenty acres of forest
trees, surrounded by cultivated land. At that time there was
a good deal of anxiety, both in the army and among the
civilians, about General Lee’s exposing himself too much in

- battle, accompanied by a feeling that his loss would be of the
greatest consequence; and Judges Lyons and Meredith sug-
gested that I should inquire of General Lee whether he might
not send his orders and receive his reports, covered behind
that timber, as well as in his then exposed situation. I said
to them that I would see the General, but did not know about
making suggestions to him as to his headquarters in the
midst of a battle.

When I reached the camp there was none but an orderly
with him, his staff officers being away on duty. After pass-
ing the compliments of the day, I said to him it seemed that
a great deal of artillery was being used.

“Yes,” he replied, “more than usual on both sides.”” He
added, “That does not do much harm here.” Then, waving
his hand toward the front, where the rattle of musketry made
a noise like the tearing of a sheet, he observed: ‘It is that
that kills men.”” He then remarked that General Grant was
hurling columns from six to ten deep against his lines at three
places for the purpose of breaking them.

“General,” I said to him, “if he breaks your line, what
reserve have you?”’

“Not a regiment,” he replied. “And,” he added, “that has
been my condition ever since the fighting commenced on the
Rappahannock. If I shorten my lines to provide a reserve he
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will turn me; if I weaken my lines to provide a reserve, he
will break them.” He also said that he had to fight and
march his men without sufficient rest, and that exhaustion
and the want of vegetables had caused the loss of more men
than the bullets of the enemy. He said he had advised them
to use the buds of sassafras and of grapevines as a substitute
for vegetables, but that this was a poor substitute. He asked
me, on my return to Richmond, to see the commissary-gen-
eral before going home, and to urge him to send as fast as
possible all the potatoes and onions he could. “Some of the
men now have scurvy,” he said.

I said to the General that there was some uneasiness about
his being exposed so much, and that Judges Lyons and Mere-
dith, who had come out with me, had suggested the inquiry
whether he might not cover himself by the forest trees in
his rear, and from there send his orders and receive his
reports as well as from this exposed position.

His reply was that it was best for him to be as well up
toward the front as he could, and that when the shells had
begun to fall on the field, he had ordered the wagons con-
taining the quartermaster, commissary, medical and ord-
nance stores to fall back behind the forest trees. He added:
“I have as good generals as any commander ever had, and I
know it, but still it is well for me to know the position of our
lines. To illustrate this,” he continued, “in forming my
right, T directed that it should cover Turkey Hill, which juts
out on the Chickahominy valley so as to command cannon
range up and down the stream. In forming the line, how-
ever, this was not done, and on yesterday afternoon I had to
direct General Breckinridge to recover that position by an
assault which cost us a good many men.”

General Lee’s lines were then about seven miles from
Richmond, and he was confronted by a well equipped and
well organized army of more than double his numbers. And
thus situated in the midst of a great battle, he was calm and
self-possessed, with no evidence of excitement; and in his
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conversation showed he was thinking of the condition and
wants of the brave men under his command, as well as
guarding with invincible courage the besieged capital of the
Confederacy. Mrs. Jefferson Davis, the widow of the Presi-
dent, in her Memoir of him, says that “in April, 1864, in
General Lee’s tent meat was served twice a week. His bill
of fare was a head of cabbage boiled in salt water, sweet
potatoes, and a pone of corn bread; when he invited an
officer to dine with him he had, to his astonishment, four
inches of middling; every one refused from politeness, and
the servant excused the smallness of the piece by saying it
was borrowed.” This shows how the greatest general of the
age consented to live and to suffer privations in the struggle
for justice to the people he was serving. When we remember
that if General Lee had taken sides against his own people
and State, he could have been Commander-in-Chief of the
armies of the United States, and that he had to abandon his
great landed estate and palatial residence fronting Wash-
ington City on the Potomac, and that his family, but for the
kindness of friends, would have become homeless refugees,
we can understand the unparalleled sacrifice this heroic gen-
eral made in supporting and defending the cause of right. I
can but feel that God made him one of the bravest, best, and
most patriotic, as well as one of the greatest of men.

August 29, 1864, a severely contested battle was fought,
on the north side of James River, below Chafin’s farm,
between General Field’s division of Confederates, and a por-
tion of the Federal army. President Davis and I rode down
some nine or ten miles to the battlefield. When we reached
our outer line of works we were told the fighting had
occurred about one mile to the left of that point, and that the
firing had ceased. We rode to General Field’s headquarters,
and found him in much distress, his brother-in-law, who was
a member of his staff, having been killed. We saw the Fed-
eral soldiers under a flag of truce, in the rear of our line,
burying their dead, and the Confederates under a flag of
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truce, in the rear of the Federal lines, burying our dead.
The two armies had alternately been driven back and then
recovered their ground, and when the fighting ceased each
occupied its original position.

The President wished to see General Lee, who, as General
Field told us, was on our line about four miles to the right.
Field said to the President that the country to General Lee’s
headquarters was wooded and rough and that he would send
one of his staff to pilot us. On our way, when we reached
the point where we had first struck our line, the young officer
piloting us rode across it, the President remarking that this
was our outer line. But that officer could not have heard
what he said, as he made no response. When he had gone
two or three hundred yards we heard hallooing, and looking
to the left on higher ground, saw persons beckoning to us.
We halted, and Judge George Clark, who now lives at Waco,
Texas, then commanding the company on that part of the
line, came down to us and said that seeing us outside of our
lines, he had ordered his men to fire on us, when he noticed
our Confederate gray. He told us that in half a minute we
would have been in the Federal lines, and would have been
dead or prisoners. It is needless to say that we beat a retreat.
The President, as may be supposed, was not in a good
humor; and, as we rode on, recognizing the mistake of our
guide and seeing that he was much mortified, I sought to
relieve his feelings, and went forward and suggested to the
President that the young man was much hurt and that it
might be well for him to give him a word of relief. Mr.
Davis slacked his pace a little, and when the young officer
came up, spoke of his serious mistake; but in a way which
somewhat relieved his embarrassment.

It was some time after nightfall when we reached General
Lee’s headquarters; and in the course of the conversation he
said it had been over one hundred days since the fighting
began on the Rappahannock, and that there had not been a
day in which some of his men had not been killed.
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CHAPTER XV
THE SURRENDER OF OUR ARMIES

In March, 1865, the army defending Richmond had
become much reduced, and suffered more or less from insuf-
ficient supplies. Our lines for the defense of Richmond and
Petersburg were some thirty miles long, and the force under
General Lee barely sufficed for a skirmish line. On the
morning of the 2d of April (Sunday), General Lee com-
menced the withdrawal of his entire force from the front.
Being anxious about the situation, I was with the Secretary
of War until pretty late Saturday night. On the next morn-
ing I returned to the War Department at an early hour.
While there the Secretary received two dispatches from Gen-
eral Lee, saying in substance that his whole line would retire
from its position at seven o’clock that evening, and making
suggestions for the security of the public archives. Imme-
diately on receipt of this information I started to commu-
nicate it to the President, and on the way to the mansion
met him and Governor Frank R. Lubbock, a member of his
staff, on their way to church, and informed him of the dis-
patches from General Lee to the Secretary of War.

In making this statement I am not unmindful of the fact
that it has gone into history that President Davis received a
dispatch from General Lee that morning while at church,
which is assumed to be his first information as to the with-
drawal of our army. In President Davis’s Rise and Fall of
the Confederate Government, he uses the following lan-
guage: “In the forenoon of Sunday, April 2d, I received in
church a telegram announcing that the army would retire
from Petersburg at night.”
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This is true; it is also true that I gave him the first infor-
mation of that fact. And it is not unnatural, mine being an
unofficial communication, that he should state as a historical
fact that his first official information reached him while at
church.

That Sunday was a sad day for us all. The President
called his Cabinet together and they were met by John
Letcher, the Governor of Virginia, and Mr. Mayo, the Mayor
of Richmond. There were naturally many and serious ques-
tions to be discussed, and among them the disposition that
was to be made of the public archives. A considerable por-
tion of them, mainly from the Executive Department, were
destroyed. The most important papers of the Post Office
Department had been sent away from Richmond in the care
of an employee. There was hardly time for any other con-
sideration ; the booming of the guns of the enemy told of the
approaching host, and preparations were hurriedly made for
the departure of the governmental forces. The President
and the members of the Cabinet, with the heads of the
bureaus of the various departments, together with many of
the clerks, made ready for leaving.

The streets of the city were filled with eager and stolid-
countenanced people, and everything was hurry and bustle
and preparation, for never before had Richmond felt that the
doom of capture was in store for her. During four long
years, the armies of the enemy had been beaten away from
her very gates, but now the sad realization of the inevitable
seemed to possess the gallant Confederate citizens. During
the years of conflict they had become inured to the rattle of
their windows by the thunder of the Federal guns, but now
all was suddenly changed. The chief problem with the citi-
zens, as numbers of them expressed it to me, was whether
they should attempt to leave the city or to remain at their
homes and submit to the invading army. The question, how-
ever, was practically predetermined for them. Limited trans-
portation facilities over the single remaining line of railroad
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south, and the use of that for the conveyance of such of the
archives as could be carried, together with the demands made
upon it by the officials of the Confederacy, left but small
opportunity for the inhabitants to escape; a few, however,
were accommodated on the train which bore away the
archives and the Government officials.

The fall of the capital of the Confederacy apparently fore-
shadowed the fall of the Confederacy itself, and the gloom
which pervaded all ranks of society was appalling. The pen
of man cannot be dipped in ink black enough to draw the
darkness of that night which fell over Richmond. Through-
out the city reigned a quiet, undemonstrative confusion, such
as the realization of the inevitable draws with it—hardly a
soul in all the capital found rest in sleep, for on the morrow
it was certain the stars and bars would be replaced by the
stars and stripes, and the dream of an independent Confed-
eracy would have blown over like a mist from the sea. I like
not to recall the terrible tenseness of that one night with the
awful message it bore to the Government of the Confederacy.

It was near midnight when the President and his Cabinet
left the heroic city. As our train, frightfully overcrowded,
rolled along toward Danville we were oppressed with sorrow
for those we left behind us and with fears for the safety of
General Lee and his army. At the last Cabinet conference
our hope had been, and it was General Lee’s, that he might
join with General Johnston in North Carolina, and that their
combined armies might interpose between General Grant and
General Sherman. There was in this movement a gleam of
hope, for faith in the success of the Confederacy had as yet
not been wholly abandoned by the Cabinet. We were speed-
ing on toward Danville when a message came bearing the
melancholy tidings that General Lee had actually abandoned
the lines about Petersburg and Richmond and was in retreat.
After almost constant fighting and a most heroic struggle,
for weary days, against overwhelming odds, General Lee
was compelled to surrender at Appomattox the army which
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had fought so many battles and won so many victories over
superior numbers.

We reached Danville on the morning of the third of
April, and remained there several days. When we were
leaving news was brought to us that the citizens were robbing
the commissary and quartermaster’s stores. We made no
stop until we reached Greensboro, North Carolina, on the
11th instant. The President called from the field Generals
Johnston and Beauregard to discuss with them the situation,
for they commanded the forces in that State, and practically
our only army in that part of the Confederacy.

After receiving their report of the condition of the army
there, the President called for the members of the Cabinet
and General Johnston to meet him at ten o’clock the next
morning at the house of Colonel John Taylor Wood, a mem-
ber of his staff, for the purpose of considering what should
be done in view of the conditions reported by these generals.
The army of General Lee having surrendered, this was
our last hope in that part of the Confederacy. They reported
that they were unable to meet successfully the forces com-
manded by General Sherman, and that retreat would render
it necessary to abandon a part of their artillery in order to
get horses for purposes of transportation. In addition to
this they suggested that a retreat would cause the desolation
of the country through which it was made.

Our meeting at Colonel Wood’s home the next morning
was one of the most solemnly funereal I ever attended, as it
was apparent that we must consider the probable loss of our
cause. When we were convened, a general conversation was
indulged in for some time. No one seemed disposed to take
up the business for which we were assembled. With feelings
I cannot well describe, I stated that if we were to proceed
as in a council of war, where the youngest spoke first, I was
prepared to give my views. The President and the other
members of the Cabinet suggested that I should proceed. I
then proposed in substance, as bases for negotiations for
peace with the enemy, the following:

’
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“I. The disbanding of the military forces of the Con-
federacy.

“II. The recognition of the Constitution and authority
of the Government of the United States.

“III. The preservation and continuance of the existing
State Governments.

“IV. The preservation to the people of all their political
rights and the rights of person and property secured to them
by the Constitution of the United States and of their several
States.

“V. Freedom from future prosecution or penalties for
participation in the present war.

“VI. Agreement to a general suspension of hostilities
pending these negotiations.”

General Breckinridge, Secretary of War, expressed his
approval of these suggestions; Secretary Mallory, of the
Navy, did likewise ; and Attorney-General Davis commended
them ; but the Secretary of State, Benjamin, announced him-
self in favor of continuing the struggle. The Cabinet real-
ized the hopelessness of such a course and decided against
him. The President then instructed General Johnston, on
returning to his command, to present these views to General
Sherman.

On the next day, I think it was, the President and his party
left Greensboro for Charlotte, North Carolina. But before
we started the citizens began raiding the quartermaster and
commissary supplies, and pillaging the stores of the town.
They were finally fired on and driven off.

While General Johnston was with us at Greensboro he
told President Davis that General Sherman had authorized
him to say that he (Davis) might leave the country on a
United States vessel and take with him whoever and what-
ever he pleased. To this the President replied, “I shall do
no act which will put me under obligations to the Federal
Government.” This was not given to the public by any mem-
ber of the Cabinet, so far as I know, as we did not know
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whether General Sherman was authorized to make such an
offer, until he made it public in an after-dinner speech in
New York in the summer of 1866. In that address he said
he had inquired of President Lincoln whether he should cap-
ture Mr. Davis or let him go; and that Mr. Lincoln replied
by an anecdote about a temperance lecturer in Illinois, who,
when cold and wet, had stopped for the night at a wayside
inn. The landlord, noting his condition, inquired whether
he would have a glass of brandy. ‘“No,” came the reply; “I
am a temperance lecturer and do not drink.” However,
after a pause, he said to the landlord, “I shall be obliged to
you for a drink of water, and if you should put a little
brandy in it unbeknownst to me, it will be all right.”

When we had gotten about half way to Charlotte, the
President received a dispatch from General Johnston,
informing him that he was in communication with General
Sherman, and requesting that some one should be sent to
assist in the negotiations. Mr. Davis requested the attend-
ance of General Breckinridge and myself, and, stating the
substance of the dispatch, observed that as I had proposed
the bases for the negotiations, he desired me to go, and that
as there might be a refusal to treat with the civil authorities
of the Confederacy, he wished General Breckinridge to go
to represent the Army.

Breckinridge and myself left at once, traveling that night,
the next day and the second night until near daylight, when
we reached the headquarters of General Johnston. (Much
of the railroad track had been torn up and a number of
bridges burned, which caused this delay.) General Hampton
was with him. We had breakfast toward sun-up; and
shortly afterward General Johnston suggested that he and
General Breckinridge would go to the place of meeting and
entertain General Sherman until I could put in writing our
proposed terms. This programme was followed, and I sent
the paper to General Johnston, who subsequently stated that
it contained with slight variations the terms of the armistice
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agreed on by those generals. I did not join in the negotia-
tions beyond this, because objection had been made to the
recognition of the civil government of the Confederacy. But
the Federal Government refused to recognize the terms of
surrender as proposed between Johnston and Sherman; and
so an arrangement was drawn up similar to that effected at
Appomattox, and General Johnston’s army was surrendered.

On receipt of information of the surrender of General
Johnston, Mr. Davis requested the written opinion of the
members of his Cabinet as to what course should be adopted
in this extremity. In my opinion, which contained a pretty
full review of the situation, I advised acquiescence in the
terms of surrender. It was as follows:

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, April 22, 1865.
To THE PRESIDENT.

Sir: In obedience to your request for the opinions in writ-
ing of the members of the Cabinet, on the questions: First, as
to whether you should assent to the preliminary agreement
of the 18th instant between Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, of the
Confederate Army, and Maj.-Gen. W. T. Sherman, of the
Army of the United States, for the suspension of hostilities
and the adjustment of the difficulties between the two countries;
and if so, second, the proper mode of executing this agree-
ment on our part, I must advise—painful as the necessity is,
in view of the relative condition of the armies and resources
of the belligerents—the acceptance of the terms of the agree-
ment.

General Lee, the general-in-chief of our armies, has been
compelled to surrender our principal army, heretofore employed
in the defense of our capital, with a loss of a very large part of
our ordnance, arms, munitions of war, and military stores of
all kinds, with what remained of our naval establishment. The
officers of the civil government have been compelled to aban-
don the capital, carrying with them the archives, and thus to
close, for the time at least, the regular operations of its several
Departments, with no place now open to us at which we can
reestablish and put these Departments in operation, with any
prospects of permanency or security for the transaction of the
public business and the carrying on of the Government. The
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army under the command of General Johnston has been reduced
and this force is, from demoralization and despondency, melt-
ing away rapidly by the troops returning to their homes singly
and in numbers large and small; it being the opinion of Gen-
erals Johnston and Beauregard that with the men and means
at their command, they can oppose no serious obstacle to the
advance of General Sherman’s army. General Johnston is of
the opinion that the enemy’s forces now in the field exceed
ours in numbers by probably ten to one. Our forces in the
South, though still holding the fortifications at Mobile, have
been unable to prevent the fall of Selma and Montgomery in
Alabama, and of Columbus and Macon in Georgia, with their
magazines, work-shops, and stores of supplies.

The army west of the Mississippi is unavailable for the arrest
of the victorious career of the enemy east of that river, and
is inadequate for the defense of the country west of it. The
country is worn down by a brilliant and heroic, but exhausting
and bloody struggle of four years. Our ports are closed so as
to exclude the hope of procuring arms and supplies from
abroad; and we are unable to arm our people, even if they
were willing to continue the struggle. The supplies of quarter-
master and commissary stores in the country are very limited
in amount, and our railroads are so broken and destroyed as
to prevent, to a great extent, the tra