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PREFACE.

Y reason for writing the following. pages is to be found in the conviction that
a better acquaintance with the history of the burgh of Arbroath was an
object at once desirable and attainable. The Chartulary of the Abbey, published by
the Bannatyne Club, is a mine of information with regard to the Monastery ; and
Mr Miller, in his book on ¢Arbroath and its Abbey,” has brought much of this
information before a popular body of readers. But still little was known of
Arbroath history except that which belonged to the times of the Abbey ; as to more
recent history, almost the only fact which stood out with any prominence from
amidst dim tradition was the bombardment of the town by a French cruiser in the
year 1781,

Notwithstanding the defective condition of the early records of the burgh,
there were grounds for believing that material might yet be found from which
something like a connected history of the town could be built up, and I some years
ago began an investigation with that object in view. The Chartulary of Arbroath
Abbey, and other works tending to illustrate the history of that great religious
establishment, were examined. I then made an examination of the early Court-
Books of the burgh; and fortunately, while I was so engaged, there were found
some leaves of a burgh record which had been kept in the first half of the sixteenth
century, and which afford glimpses into the civil and ecclesiastical condition of the
town in that hitherto rather dark period of its history. The whole of the minutes
of the Town Council, extending from February 1727 to the present time, have also
been gone over by me. I have likewise made an investigation of the records of
the Arbroath Guildry Incorporation, of the Seven Incorporated Trades of the town,
and of the ecclesiastical records of the district, these consisting of the registers of the
Presbytery of Arbroath and the Kirk-Sessions of Arbroath and St Vigeans. The
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fruit of these investigations, long continued, and of a somewhat laborious character,
is contained in the pages which follow, in the preparation of which I have also
availed myself of any other sources of information with regard to local history which
came in my way. Speaking only of the material of this History, and not of course
regarding the quality of the workmanship displayed in the putting of it together, I
may venture to say that some of that larger portion of it which has been got at by
researches into hitherto unpublished records, is of value not merely from a local
point of view, but as being illustrative of civil and ecclesiastical uffairs at critical
periods of the history of the nation.

With respect to the plan of the work, it was evident that to follow, as in
more general histories, a strictly chronological order, would result in a mere
disjointed chronicle of events. The work has accordingly been divided into Parts,
in each of which one subject or department of local history is taken up and
exhausted. In the matters treated of in the several Parts, as well as in the order
in which the Parts are given, the historical sequence has been observed. Among
other advantages, it is believed that the arrangement adopted will facilitate reference
to the book, for which purpose also an Index has been appended.

With regard to the pictorial illustrations, more of them might have been
introduced but for the consideration that the consequently enhanced price of the
book might have placed it beyond the reach of a large portion of the public.
Still it has been attempted to make the illustrations as complete as was possible
in the circumstances. The four pages of those of the Sculptured Stones of St
Vigeans which were discovered when the Parish Church was restored in the year
1871, have been printed here by arrangement with the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, in the ninth volume of whose ¢ Proceedings’ they have already been
published. The Drosten Cross, which is figured in the late Mr Chalmers’ ¢ Ancient
Monuments of the County of Angus,’ and in Dr Stuart’s ¢ Sculptured Stones of
Scotland,’ is given for the first time in a form as complete as is now possible.
The fragment, measuring 256 by 21 inches, which was found in 1871 has been
placed in its proper relation to the rest of the Cross, and a representation
of the whole is now given from a photograph by Mr Milne, Arbroath, who also
photographed the other sculptured stones of St Vigeans. I am indebted to Mr
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Miller for his sketch of the Abbey Church from the north-west. The sketch was
engraved by Mr John Adam, of Edinburgh, a native of Arbroath, who has attained
to distinction in his art. The view does not show the front of the Abbey precisely
a8 it is to be seen at present, but as it would be seen were the modern erections that
are clustered about the ruins removed. The ruins of the Abbey are Crown
property, and some years ago the Department of the Government which takes
charge of them was memorialized to co-operate with the local authorities in getting
that portion of the Church which extends northwards from the west gate opened
up to view; but as yet this has not been done. The other page of views of the
Abbey has been drawn from photographs by Mr Milne, as have also the views
of Auchmithie and the Church of St Vigeans. The views of the Town and
Harbour, and of the High Street, are from photographs by Mr Geddes, Arbroath.
My thanks are due to those gentlemen for the use of their photographs. With the
exception of the wood engraving of the Abbey, the full-page illustrations have been
lithographed by Messrs George Waterston & Son, Edinburgh. The seal of the
Corporation of Arbroath, printed on the title-page, and the view of the Bell .
Rock Lighthouse, on page 442, the latter reduced from a photograph by Mr
Geddes, have been engraved for this volume by Mr Adam. The seal is a copy
of the one now in use. Until about twenty-five years ago, when the helmed head
was added, the Corporation seal consisted only of the portcullis.

It now only remains to express thanks for assistance which I have received in
the preparation and execution of this work. I am indebted to the members of the
Municipality and the Town-Clerk ; to the Guildry Incorporation and its Clerk; to
the officials of the Incorporated Trades; to the Presbytery of Arbroath, and the
Rev. James Hay, the Presbytery Clerk ; and to the Kirk-Sessions of Arbroath and
8t Vigeans, for the readiness with which I obtained liberty to examine the records
of those bodies, and for the facilities which were afforded me for that purpose.
My thanks are likewise due to the Rev. Robert Grant, Clerk of the Presbytery
of Brechin, for extracts from the register of the formerly united Presbyteries of
Fordoun, Brechin, and Arbroath. I am indebted to the Curators of the Advocates’
Library, Edinburgh, for permission to consult their collection of manuscripts
and printed books; and to T. Hill Jamieson, Esq., the Keeper of the Library,
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for many favours. I have also consulted books in the Signet Library, Edinburgh,
in the Public Libraries of Dundee and Arbroath, and in the Forfar Library ; and
in 8o doing have been favoured with the ready help of the officials.

It is with deep sorrow for his recent lamented death that I mention here the
name of the late Dr Forbes, Bishop of Brechin. Bishop Forbes communicated
to me the interesting extracts from Theiner’s ¢ Vetera Monumenta’ occurring in
Part II, and made suggestions of much value with regard to the earlier portions
of the book generally. I shall always remember with gratitude the kindly interest
which that eminent scholar took in the progress of this work, as well as the
favourable opinion which he was pleased to express, in a letter to me written only
a few weeks before his death, in reference to those parts of it which had come under
his observation.

I am indebted to John Stuart, Esq., LL.D., Edinburgh, author of ¢The
Sculptured Stones of Scotland,’ and other most interesting and valuable works,
for his kindness in directing me to some sources of information. I am further
under obligation to the Rev. William Duke, F.S.A. Scot., St Vigeans; Patrick
Chalmers, Esq. of Aldbar (for a loan of ¢ Miscellanea Aldbarensia’); Alexander
Gardyne, Esq., London; Alexander Brown, Esq.,, LL.D., Arbroath; Mr Buncle
(who has assisted me in the work of transcription), and other gentlemen. Ben.
N. Peach, Esq., of HM. Geological Survey of Scotland, favoured me, at my
request, with a monograph on the geology of the district of Arbroath, an
epitome of which is given in the first three pages of the last chapter of the book ;
and I am indebted to a friend, to whom I do not feel free to do more than allude,
for the preparation of the Index and the revision of the proof-sheets.

ARBROATH, November 1876,
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.
——

Page 42.—I am indebted to Alex. J. Warden, Eaq., author of ‘ The Linen Trade, Ancient and Modern,’
and an interesting book on ‘ The Burgh Laws of Dundee,’ for showing me a lease, in
his possession, of the lands of Balfour, Kyrkton, Ascrawys (Upper and Lower), and
the mill and mill lands of Kingoldrum, granted by the Convent of Arbroath on 20th
February 153940, five years prior to the date of the Colliston charter. The lease is
signed by Cardinal Beaton, as Commendator of Arbroath, and twenty-four monks.
In ¢ Epitaphs and Inscriptions’ (p. 383), recently published, Mr Jervise prints an abridg-
ment of a charter of Balfour, granted on the same day as the lease just referred to,
and to it also there are appended the signatures of the Cardinal and twenty-four other
members of the Convent. This charter, which is at Panmure, is in favour of James
Ogilvie of Cookstone, Marjorie Durie his spouse, and their heirs. The number of
signatures to these documents bears out the view expressed in the text, that by the
year 1544 the monastic brotherhood of Arbroath was much reduced in number, com-
pared with what it had been less than thirty years before.

The following changes Rave occurred since the pages referred to were printed . —

Page 202—Dr Lumsden, Principal of the Free Church College, Aberdeen, died there on the 17th
Ootober 1875,

Page 257.— The Rev. John Maodonald resigned the pastorate of the congregation assembling in the
Baptist Chapel, Arbroath, in September 1875.

Pago 313.—From the abstract of the Arbroath Guildry accounts to Michaelmas 1875, it appears
that the nett stock belonging to the Incorporation was at that date £2454, 13e. 2d.

Pago 828.—The revenue of the Harbour of Arbroath for the year ending 14th Ooctober 1875 was
£4179, 18s. 7d., being £459, 18s. 6d. in excess of the expenditure.

Pago 396.—From the abstract state of the books of the burgh of Arbroath for the year ending
10tk October 1875, it appears that the revenue was £1578, Bs. 84d., which was
£282, 2s. 8d. in excess of the expenditure. The nett balance of stock at the same
date was £21,883, bs. 43d.

Pages 12 and 18.—For Aitken read Asitkin.

Pages 94 and 95.—For Ferguson read Fergusson.

Page 147, note.—For Melrose read Melros.

Page 271, line 6.—For at Loochlands read near Lochlands,
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HISTORY OF ARBROATH.

PART L

. THE EARLY PERIOD—SOULPTURED MONUMENTS.

CHAPTER 1.
SITUATION AND NAMES—THE ANCIENT RACE.

is intended in the following pages to narrate the history, so far as it can

be gleaned from local records and other sources of information, of the royal

° burgh of Arbroath. The town is situated on the coast of Forfarshire, a few
miles below where the estuary of the river Tay broadens into the German Qcean.
Anciently, it was built altogether on the east bank of the stream called the
Brothock, but now, with its population of about twenty-two thousand, it occupies
both banks. The town derives its name from the small river which flows through
its midst, and which, rising at Ninewells, in the parish of Kirkden, has a
course of about six miles to the sea. The word ‘Arbroath’ is a contraction of
¢ Aberbrothock,’ or ¢ Aberbrothwick,’ With that uncertainty of spelling which
commonly characterizes ancient documents, the name appears in a considerable
variety of forms in the Chartulary of the Abbey of Arbroath, and in much later
records. Among those forms is the abbreviated one by which in common speech
the town is now always known. The proper name, however, is Aberbrothock, or

Aberbrothwick. Both styles of the word are made use of by the Municipal
A
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Corporation, but the Presbytery of the district, in this respect less conservative
than the Municipality, have these many years sunk both in favour of the shorter
and ordinary designation. ¢ Aberbrothwick’ is the name which the town receives
in the Acts of Parliament regulating the affairs of the harbour, and also in other
Acts of the Legislature. This latter form of the word was an offence to the local
authorities when it was introduced into the Parliamentary Reform Act, 1832, and
for some time afterwards. In 1840 a bill was brought into Parliament for the
better regulation of municipal corporations, and the Town Council, who petitioned
against it, noted with disapproval that in the schedule of the bill the burgh was
described as ¢ Aberbrothwick.” The bill did not pass in 1840, and it was re-intro-
duced in the following year, when the Council renewed their petition. In this
petition it was stated that the town was formerly known by the name of
Aberbrothock, and more generally by the abbreviated name of Arbroath, but that
by the Reform Act it received a new name, being therein designated as ¢ the royal
burgh of Aberbrothwick.’” The latter appellation, the petitioners said, had since
been adopted in several private and local Acts passed by the Legislature. They
represented to Parliament that this variety of names was inconvenient, and might
lead to mistakes, and they asked that the name ¢ Arbroath,’ by which the burgh was
commonly known, might be legalized, and might be made to include ¢ Aberbrothock’
and ‘ Aberbrothwick.’? The Council were not correct in supposing that the latter
word was a new name, although until 1832 it had been of rare occurrence, and
-even now is used only in official intimations or other proceedings under Acts of
Parliament. The word does not occur in the Abbey Registers, nor in the other
docaments printed along with them in the published edition of the Chartulary;®
though in the Preface to the second volume of that work$ mention is made of the
charter gmnted, on 11th November i600, to the Marquis of Hamilton under the
great seal of the Abbacy of ¢ Aberbrothwick.’ Certainly, ¢ Aberbrothwick' is as
old as 1690, for it appears in an Act of Parliament passed on 7th June of that year
for a supply to the Crown.* The name of the burgh is so printed also in Acts
of the General Assembly of about the same time.> The matter is not of much
1 Town Council Minutes, vol. ix. p. 103. broith, Abbirbrothoch, Abbyrbrothoc, Abirbrethot,
3The forms in which the name of Arbroath Abirbrothak, Abirbrothot, Abirbrotoht, Abir-
ocours in the ‘Registrorum Abbacie de Aber- broyth, Abirbrutoh, Abyrbroth, Ayberbrothoch,
brothoo’ are these — Aberbrothoc, Aberbrudoo, Abyrbroyth, Abbirbroht.
Aberbruth, Arbroith, Abbirbroth, Abyrbrothoc, 3 Reg. Nigrum de Aberbrothoc—Preface, p. xiv.
Arbroth, Abberbrothoo, Abbirbrothoe, Abirbroth, 4 Acts of the Parl. of Scot., vol. ix. p. 136.

Abirbrothoo, Abirbrothoch, Abirbrothok, Abyr- 5B8eo Acts of Assemblies—years 1703, p. 11;
brothok, Arbroyth, Ardbroith, Abberbroth, Abbir- 1709, p. 18, and others,
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moment, but, although they did not get what they wanted, the Council in 1841
were right in thinking that convenience would have been. promoted had the
ordinary name of the town been accepted as its Parliamentary designation. Had
this been done, the phraseology of legal and official documents might have been
somewhat shortened.

Buchanan gives the burgh a name which does not occur in the Abbey
Chartulary. He says: ¢ Fourteen miles beyond the Tay, in a direct line along the
shore, we meet with the town of Aberbrothock, sometimes called Abrinca.’! This
name ‘ Abrinca’ does not occur in any pages except Buchanan's; it is merely a
Latinized form of Arbroath.

With regard to the derivation of the word Aberbrothock, the first part, which
signifies ¢ mouth,’ is Celtic ; it is a component part of many geographical names in
Scotland. The origin of ¢ Brothock’ is not so certain. It is probably Saxon, and,
if 80, the name Arbroath, like not a few others, represents that blending of the
Saxon with the British or Celtic races, not the total expulsion of the latter from
their ancient homes, which over a great part of Scotland was the result of successive
Gothic inroads, peaceable and warlike. ¢ Brothock’ is said to mean ‘a muddy
stream.’ Now that it supplies an important part of the motive power of the
spinning and manufacturing machinery which has been erected on its banks, and
eapecially during the time, now passing away, that it has served the humble purpose
of the common sewer of the town, the description has not been inaccurate; but
formerly the Brothock, in its course through the town of Arbroath, was a clear

trouting stream, and the only occasions on which it could be suggestive of ruddinees
* or muddiness—for the word is said to bear both meanings—was when, after heavy
rains, it came rolling down to the sea in full flood.

Anciently, and until the sixteenth century, the name Aberbrothock was applied
not only to the burgh, and to what is now the parish of Arbroath, but to all the
valley of the Brothock. The *shire’ of Aberbrothock included the whole, or nearly
the whole, of the land now ‘constituting the parishes of Arbroath and 8t Vigeans,
and also part of the parish of Carmyllie. Even down to the middle of the
seventeenth century, about a hundred years after the erection of a separate church
and parish of Arbroath, the parish church of 8t Vigeans, although it had long
been commonly so called, was also known by its old name. In a retour of the
service of George, Earl of Panmure, expede on lst April 1662, it is described as
¢ the kirk of Aberbrothock, called St Vigeans.'?

1 Buchanan’s History of Sootland, book i. ? Registrum de Panmure, p. 387,
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Forfarshire is rich in archseological relics, and many of them, now contained in
the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, have been discovered in the
district of Arbroath, Stone arrow-heads, with barbs and stems, have been picked
up at Carmyllie, and they tell of a time when they were shot by the primitive
Briton at the deer and the wild boar in the forest, or, it may have been, at the
warriors of some opposing sept. At West Grange of Conan, and at Letham-Grange,
both within the ancient shire of Aberbrothock, we come upon traces, at their homes,
of those former inhabitants of the country. Underground buildings, somewhat in
the shape of a bee-hive, which were discovered at West Grange in 1859,! about half
a mile from the ruins of the old chapel which tradition asserts to have been the cell
of the hermit St Vigian, are doubtless the remains of an ancient Celtic dwelling,
perhaps of a Celtic village. The buildings were constructed of stones from some
Old Red Sandstone quarry of the locality, and of water-worn boulders from the
sea-shore at Arbroath. When they were erected, a distinct advance had been made
by the natives of the district. The people had learned the use of metals. What
archeologists call the Bronze period had arrived, but that of Stone had not yet
passed away. Personal decorations were no longer confined to curious shells from
the sea-beach. On the buildings at Grange of Conan being opened, a bronze ring
or armlet was discovered, along with a number of stone cups and other stone vessels,
all of very primitive construction. A bronze needle which was found in this
antique dwelling suggests that wife and daughter did not neglect an important part
of the duties of housewifery. A ¢ Pict’s house’ at Letham-Grange, with the domestic
vessels which were discovered in it, tells a similar tale—meagre, but not without
interest—of the ancient race. Discoveries which have been made elsewhere in the
county show that the people then were not unacquainted with arts which are
followed by many of their modern representatives in the various burghs of Angus,
those of spinning and weaving. Bronze pins found in a moss at Inverkeillor afford
further local proof of the rudimentary application of the metals to useful purposes.
As to the mosses, these abounded, and the jet found in them was carved into
personal ornaments, and such common articles as buttons. A ring of jet and four
pebbles were found in a cist, or grave, near the underground buildings at
Cairnconan, and: two buttons of jet were turned up in a grave at Letham. Sepul-
chral urns have been discovered at Letham and Carmyllie. Articles found in
graves there, and in others that have from time to time been opened in the valley
of the Brothock, show that, long before the period when written history begins, or

1 Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, vol. iv. pp. 492499,
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even such history as may be deduced from unhewn obelisks or the later sculptured
monuments, the people of the district had a social organization. Here it may be
remarked that it is their graves which supply the most certain and copious evidence
of how the primitive inhabitants of the country lived. Tumuli, and many stone
coffins, have been found about Barry, an ancient seat of population, and also within
the limits of what is now the burgh of Arbroath. The date of the interments, even
within a century or two, cannot be determined ; but those old graves do certainly
show that this district of the country was inhabited at an early period, and the
remains which have been found in some of the graves—articles of domestic,
ornamental, or religious use—present to us a people passing by slow degrees from
the savage to a comparatively civilized state. When they had attained to the
religious idea, their religion ultimately assumed shape in some form of Paganism.
Not far from the supposed cell of St Vigian, and the underground chambers at
‘West Grange of Conan, there are the remains of what in the district is called a
‘Druidical circle. Whether the Druids ever had a temple there is, at the least, open
to question; but it is possible, or probable, that the rites of Pagan worship con-
tinued to be practised in the forests of Angus for some time after the Roman
invasion had swept through ancient Caledonia on to the Grampians.

The Romans have left but little trace behind them in Forfarshire. But they
were in the county. One of the most complete of the Roman camps in Scotland is
at Kirkbuddo, a few miles from Arbroath, and there is another between Forfar and
Clocksbriggs. Farther away to the north are the hill forts of Caterthun, which, as
Dr Burton?! suggests, are not Roman, although they are of that period. Caterthun
appears to be a British fortress, erected to defend one of the passes of the Grampians
against the Roman invaders. The site for this ancient fort, overlooking as it does
the great valley of Strathmore, and commanding a wide extent of country, must
have been selected by some one who, though he may have been what we should now
call uncivilized, was no mean tactician.

The earliest battle in the district of which there exists a distinct trace is that
which took place at Dunnichen, near the town of Forfar, in the year 685. At that
time, Arbroath, if it had any existence, which is improbable, must have been a
hamlet in Pictland, one of the then political divisions of the modern kingdom of
Scotland. The story of the battle is that Egfrid, King of Northumbria—a kingdom
which extended to the shores of the Forth—crossed the estuaries of the Forth and
Tay with the purpose of subduing the northern kingdom. Egfrid penetrated to

3 Burton’s History of Scotland (2nd edit.), voL i. p. 84.
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Dunnechtan, or Nechtan-mere, the modern Dunnichen, where a great battle was
fought, in which the Saxon invaders were defeated and their king slain. The frontier
of the Forth was abandoned, and the kingdom of Northumbria took its limits at the
Tweed, which six centuries afterwards was the principal fighting line of the English
and Scottish monarchies, That old, and now all but forgotten, fight which took
place at Dunnichen has thus a good right to be regarded as one of the decisive
battles of history. It is about two centuries after it was fought that Pictland as a
separate state is found disappearing from view, and a king of Scots, Kenneth by
name, is engaged in founding, or extending, that monarchy which, after & lapee of
seven centuries, was to seat itself by the Thames.

CHAPTER II.
SCULPTURED STONES,

HE Pictish race, if it passed away,—but it is probable that it only came under

& Scottish dominion,—did not pass away without leaving many monuments
behind it. These are the sculptured stones, which in Scotland are to be found only
in that part of the country that is assigned to Pictish occupation, and of which Angus
was a centre. Sculptured stones are scattered profusely over Forfarshire, and until
lately they had generally been ascribed to Danish origin. Boece attributed them to
the Danes, or to the Norse invasion, and succeeding writers on the subject were
generally content to follow his guidance. A learned local antiquary, the late Mr
Chalmers of Aldbar, was one of the first to throw doubt on Boece’s statement.
Admitting that some of the monuments might be ascribed to Pagan times, he
says: ‘Most of them have a richly decorated cross, and other Christian emblems,’!
the inference being that they could not have been the work of Pagans, whether
invaders or natives. It is unquestionable matter of history that the whole of the
coasts of Scotland, east and west, were visited by the hardy Vikings of the North.
The northern counties they conquered completely, and took such thorough possession
that the population of Caithness, Sutherland, Ross, and Moray, where it is not
Celtic, is almost of purely Scandinavian origin. On the coast of Forfarshire the

1 Soulptured Monuments of the County of Angus—Preface, p. iii,
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Norse galleys made occasional appearances, and it may be that the old colonies of
fishers on the coast, such as the one at Auchmithie, near Arbroath, obviously of
Scandinavian descent, were planted at this period. But, with these possible
exceptions, the Norsemen did not establish a firm foothold thus far south. Their
supposed great attempt in Forfarshire was that which culminated, disastrously for
them, at the battle of Barry. The story of this battle rests on the authority of
tradition and of Boece. The date assigned to the battle is the year 1010. The
common belief is that the Danes landed at Lunan Bay, though—but with less pro-
bability—Easthaven, in Panbride, has also been fixed upon by tradition as the place
of their landing. On the supposition that they landed at Lunan, they are believed
to have marched on Brechin, and plundered it and the country between Montrose
and Arbroath. The Arbroath of that time, a Celtic village, could not have been a
place of so much importance as to detain the army of the Danes, pushing on to
Dundee with the hope of bringing the whole east of Scotland under their dominion,
Passing by Arbroath, the story represents them as marching on to Barry, where
they were encountered and defeated by the Scottish army under King Malcolm II.
From Barry they are supposed to have retreated inland, for the purpose of avoiding
the coast district which they had plundered, and whose inhabitants would be ready to
harass the broken host on their return. Mr Commissary Maule, in his Memorials
of the Panmure family, written in 1611, makes mention of the supposed defeat of
the Danes at Barry, and the slaying of Camus, their General. In his account of the
barony of Panmure, Mr Maule gives an elaborate description of the Camuston cross,
which according to tradition was erected to commemorate the defeat of the Danes.
The Commissary of 8t Andrews adds an account of what he believed to be the
discovery of the bones of the Danish leader :— Not far thearfra [the cross] in the
bank of Camstone, the zeir 0 God one thousand fywe hundrethe nyntie and aucht
oiris, thear was ane greaive fownd withe ane bread stone on every quarter thearof
efter the forme of ane malt cobile, quharin did ly the heale bons of ane man of gryt
statwre, the thee bone quharof ves neir als longue as bothe the shank and thee bone
of any ressonable man of this age, the harne pan gryte, and vanted the palme bread
of ane hand thearof, quhilk had beine the straik as appeirithe of ane sword, it wes
thought to heaive beine Cames the chief man’s bwriel.’

The grey, timeworn sculptured stone of Panmure is a most interesting relic of
antiquity, but it is very doubtful if it was erected to commemorate a Dane of the
name of Camus. Chalmers points out that Camus is not a Danish name, and

! Registrum de Panmure-——App. to.Preface, p. xov.
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that it is common in Scotland. However, not only this stone at Panmure, but also
those at Pitmuies and Aberlemno have been connected with the Scandinavian
invasion. They were supposed to have been erected at points where the Norsemen
turned upon their pursuers on their way, by Stone of Morphie, where they again
fought, to their ships on some point of the coast between Montrose and Bervie. It
has even been imagined that the sculptured stones of St Vigeans may have been of
Scandinavian origin. The cautious, and probably sound, conclusion of Chalmers
with regard to this old battle is, that ¢ although it may perhaps be concluded that
the main incidents of the battle of Barry are founded in truth, the accessories are
the fruit of imagination, and have been artistically wrought up to give consistency
to the story, and to account for monuments the origin and intention of which were
unknown.’!

There is reason to believe that a battle was fought in the olden time on the
Links of Barry. Chalmers says that many bronze axes have been found there.
In recent times, also, there have been frequent disinterments of human remains at
and near the supposed battlefield. Large quantities of those remains were unearthed
in the year 1838, in the course of the making of the Dundee and Arbroath Railway.
But later archsological study has fully justified the dissent of the author of
¢ Bculptured Monuments of Angus’ from the view that those monuments had a
Pagan origin, or were erected to commemorate battles against the Pagans of the
North. They were where they now are long before the Norse war-galleys visited
our shores. The sculptured stones are not of the Scottish period; they are
monuments of ancient Alba. This is the opinion of Dr Stuart, the principal
authority on the subject. The stones are mostly of a sepulchral character, and Dr
Stuart thinks the objects represented upon them were ‘ marks of personal distinction,
such as family descent, tribal rank, or official dignity.’ Thus, on one of the St
Vigeans stones, the figures seated on chairs he thinks are Celtic judges. The art
displayed on the stones, the style of which is similar to that of the Irish manuscripts
dating from the seventh to the ninth centuries, is traced to the ¢ central reservoir
of Roman civilization, from which so much of mediseeval art must have derived an

impression.’ As to symbols, ¢ it seems probable that the early missionaries found -

them in use among the people of the district, and adopted them for a time, and in a

more elaborate shape, on the Christian monuments.’ Further, Dr Stuart says:

‘If T am right in believing that such slabs as the inscribed pillar at St Vigeans,

with its cross of Celtic style, may be ascribed to the beginning of the eighth century,
1 Soulptured Monuments of Angus—Preface, p. v.
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this period will coincide with the advent of the Roman miésiona,ry St Boniface and
his companions,—a mission which I think must have been one of importance, and to
which I do not think it unreasonable to trace an influence in art as in ecclesiastical
polity.” These views are set forth in ¢ The Sculptured Stones of Scotland,’ in which
the author, Dr Stuart, gives the following account of the slabs at St Vigeans.
Necessarily, his remarks include no notice of those which were recently brought to
light, at the restoration of the parish church in 1871-72 :—

‘On one of the cross-slabs at St Vigeans, we
find the lower part of a central cross of elaborately-
interlaced work, with a border of grotesque birds
and beasts. On the other face of the slab is a
picture, where some of the symbols appear, retain-
ing their original outline, but decorated with
interlacing and spiral ornaments. Beneath is a
scene representing a deer suckling her young ; an
osprey devouring a fish ; a boar attacked by a dog;
s bear, at which a man is shooting with a cross-
bow ; besides & nondescript horned animal like a
unicorn. Apart from other considerations, I think
we might fairly assume that such a monument was
of a later date than the rude symbol pillars, both
from the very developed style of art which it
displays, as compared with the simple form of the
pillar-sculptures, and from the ocourrence on it of
the Christian symbol.

¢ Another stone at S8t Vigeans exhibits the same
style of art, and is, to all appearance, of contem-
porary date. It has a cross in the centre, and on
one side of it a picture of four ecclesiastics in rich
robes. A part of the cross-slab, on which the two
upper ecolesiastics are portrayed, has been broken,
but the two lower figures are complete; they
show the coronal tonsure, and wear cowls on their
shoulders. One of them has in his hand what
seems to be a candle; the other bears a staff.
All the four wear slippers of a peculiar shape.
Between these ecclesiastics is the figure of a man
inverted, and apparently bound or under re-
straint, with his head over a vessel, into which,
it may be thought, it is about to be put. On
the other side of the cross are two figures seated
on chairs, and below them an ox, with a man
apperently in the act of piercing its throat with
s knife.

‘Both these slabs were found in the burial-
ground of the church of 8t Vigeans, which we
have reason to regard as a religious site dedicated
to 8t Fechin, one of the early missionaries to Alba.

But if we may think ourselves prevented from
believing that the first of the two monuments
marks the complete predominance of the Christian
idea, from the prominent appearance on it of some
of the symbols which in their Christian form are
found on the rude pillars placed on Pagan mounds
and cists, we may be equally unable to regard
the occurrence of the cross and of the tonsured
ecclestastics on the second monument as evidence
of that predominance, when we find portrayed
beside them an act which seems to be the sacrifice
of an ox. The sacrifice of oxen, and the slaying
of animals for feasts at funerals in mounds, are
Pagan customs, which, with other rites, were pro-
scribed by the capitularies of kings and the canons
of councils, although the early missionaries were
directed to labour rather for a change of their
purpose, by associating their observance with
Christian festivals, than for their immediate ex-
tirpation.

‘We should be apt to gather from these con-
joined representations that the period of such
monuments, combining the symbols of the pillar-
stones with the aymbol of the cross, must have
been one of transition. Now, on the edge of this
last monument, we find an inscription in letters of
the character of the early Irish and Anglo-Saxon
writings, being the debased Roman minuscule letter
common in Europe in the sixth and succeeding
centuries. Unfortunately, scholars are not as yet
agreed on the reading of the whole inscription, but
the majority of those skilled in palmography con-
cur in holding that the letters in the first line are
to be read ‘‘Drosten,” a name of frequent
occurrence in the lists of the Pictish kings. If we
adopt the ingenious reading of the remaining lines
of the inscription suggested by Professor Sir James
Y. Simpeon, we shall hold that the Drosten com-
memorated on this monument was Drust, king of
the Picts, who is recorded in the Irish annals to
have been slain at the battle of Drumderg
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Blathmig, in the year 729. There is much to
recommend the oonclusion, and this elaborate
cross would oertainly have been a seemly monu-
ment for a Pictish king ; while the appearance on
it of ecclesiastics, tonsured after the Roman usage,
enforoed throughout Pictland in 710, would
harmonize with the date thus suggested.

[ParT L

¢ It seems to me that we may regard *‘ Drosten’s
Cross” as furnishing one standing-point for ap-
proximating the date of monuments of a like
character and style of art, and from it may
reasonably believe that the erection of crosses
combining the two symbolisms prevailed in Pict-
land in the eighth century.’?

The peculiar slippers sculptured on one of the stones at St Vigeans are seen also on
similar stones at Meigle and St Andrews. The paleeographists who are agreed that
the first word of the St Vigeans inscription is ¢ Drosten,’ comprise well-kmown
names, such as Dr Petrie, Mr Westwood, and Dr Daniel Wilson ; but, on the other
hand, Mr W. F. Skene, an authority among Scottish antiquaries, is doubtful on the
point. Dr Stuart gives the reading of the inscription as—

drosten :—

ipe

uoret

elt for
ous

which Sir J. Y. Simpson thus interprets: ¢Drust, son of Voret, of the family
(or race) of Fergus’ The eminent physician, who made the study of antiquities
one of his recreations, presents a long philological argument to prove that the
Blathmig in the battle at which this King Drust is said to have been slain, was
Kinblethmont, which is in the neighbourhood of St Vigeans.? This is only a guees,
- and i8 not to be accepted as ascertained history. It may even be suggested that
Drosten was not a king at all, but the saint of that name, who, a pupil and
companion of St Columba, was a missionary in Glenesk, where his name survives in
‘ Droustie’s Well." But, whoever Drosten was, it may now be held to be established
that the St Vigeans stones are of Pictish origin, and that they date probably
from the beginning of the eighth century. A like antiquity may doubtless be
attributed to many of those which have recently been brought to light, and a
detailed description of which was furnished to the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland by the minister of the parish, the Rev. William Duke.? The parish
church has recently undergone the process which is known as a ¢ restoration.” The
work has been done with good taste, and the result is that St Vigeans, freed from
bald utilitarian excrescences of the last three centuries, is now a good Gothic
church of the non-decorated type. In the course of the removal of the more

1 Sculptured Stones, vol. ii.—Preface, p. viii.
2 Itid.—Notioces of Plates, p. 71.

3 Proocedings of the Bociety of Antiquaries of
Beotland, vol. ix. pp. 481-498.
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modern parts of the building, and the necessary taking down of some older parts
in order to their being rebuilt, it was found that many sculptured stones, fragments
of sepulchral monuments, had been built into the walls. These fragments have been
carefully preserved in the restored church, into the inner face of the walls of which
they have been built. Most of them bear the same type of symbols, and precisely
the same style of ornamentation, that are seen on the stones which have been long
known. The fragments are between twenty and thirty in number, and they
represent an almost equal number of monuments. One of them is most interesting,
a8 nearly completing the inscribed stone, ¢ Drosten’s Cross.’” Two of the upper
limbs of the cross and a grotesque figure are seen on one side, and on the other a
stag followed by hounds, below which are some fragmentary portions of other
animals. The addition of this fragment completes, from head to foot, the graceful
circular ornament on one of the edges—the whole length of the stone being six feet.
A small triangular fragment on each side is still wanting to complete the stone.
There is no inscription on the fragment that has been recently discovered. The
croes is carefully preserved in the church porch. Among the figures on the,
fragments of monuments lately discovered at 8t Vigeans is the elephant, which
students of monumental symbols will at once regard as settling the point of their
great age. On those later discovered stones there are also seen grotesque-looking
figures of other animals, and of men. Besides priests, there are other male figures,
which are interesting as showing the usual costume of different classes. A head-
dress may be recognised on one of the figures which is plainly the broad Scotch
bonnet, not yet wholly out of use.

It follows, from the indications afforded by the sculptured stones, that at an
early period the district of Arbroath was of some importance in the then ecclesi-
astical as well as political system of the country. Further, it may be noticed here,
what Dr Stuart has pointed out, that ¢the St Vigeans inscription’—that on the
Drosten Cross—‘is interesting philologically, as containing the only sentence which
is known to have been left us in the Pictish language.’! Dr Stuart has repeated
his expression of opinion in a subsequent publication: ¢ On one of the crosses at St
Vigeans there is an inscription which appears to be the only specimen of writing in
Pictish that has been preserved. It may reasonably be ascribed to the early part of the
eighth century, and the form of the letters agrees with that of the Irish and Saxon
writings of the period.”? The St Vigeans inscription is preserved on a stone which

1 8culptured Stones of Sootland, vol fi.— 2 The Book of Deer (Spalding Club)—Preface,
Notices of Plates, p. 72. p. xxiii,
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was doubtless sepulchral. Beyond what we see on their tombs, we have little or no
trace of this ancient people. The circular mounds in various parts of the country,
some of which, as for example the bee-hive house at Grange of Conan, have been
opened, and which are popularly known as ¢ Picts’ houses,’ belong to an anterior
period. The Picts, like the other nations of Europe in their time, built their houses
of wood, the building material which they had in greatest plenty, and their churches
are said to have been constructed of wattles, after the manner of basket-work.
Such erections were very perishable, and none of them has come down to the
present day.

CHAPTER III.
ST. VIGIAN,

IGHT shed from the torch of religion is mainly that which enables us to grope
our way in the obscure region of the early history of this country, both national

and local. Looking back to the long past, the first figure which we see rising up, in
the district of Arbroath, out of the dim obscurity is 8t Vigian. The foundation of
the cell or chapel of this Celtic saint still exists at Grange of Conan. The walls of
the structure stood until 1721, when they were taken down and the materials built
into a dovecot. But although of very considerable antiquity, those walls could
scarcely have been the walls of the original chapel, which, supposing it to have
belonged to the primitive period of Christianity in the district, was probably built
of wood. A spring of water in the neighbourhood also bears the name of St
Vigian. It is called St Vigian's Well, as having, according to tradition, supplied
the confessor with an important part of his scanty fare. The proximity of the chapel
to the ‘bee-hive’ house of the ancient sons of the soil, to the so-called Druidical
circle at Cairnconan, and to the site of the castle of a Celtic lord, the castle bearing
the name of Gory or Gregory,! adds to the interest of its associations, as does also
the fact that Cairnconan became the place where the head courts of the Abbot and
Convent of Arbroath were statedly held, and at which the vassals and tenants of

1The Rev. John Aitken states, in his notice of parish had informed him that his house [supposed
8t Vigeans, in the Old Statistical Account of to be Colliston] was built of the stones of Castle
Scotland (vol. xii. p. 181), that a proprietor in the  Gory, in the sixtcenth century.
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the monastery were bound to appear. There is reason to believe that it was one of
the Columbite missionaries who at Grange of Conan first in this district erected the
standard of the Cross; and the suggestion may be entertained, that he received
protection, as against his Pagan surroundings, from the lord of Castle Gregory,
perhaps an early convert to the Christian faith. It may be added that the saint
chose a beautiful situation for the more immediate scene of his mission. The site
of the chapel commands an extensive prospect down the vale of the Lunan to the
sea; from Cairnconan the view is opened up along the whole valley as far as
Montrose, and to the shores of the Firths of Forth and Tay.

Boece fixes the period of the mission of St Vigian in the reign of Kenneth III.,
about the close of the tenth century, and says of him that he was ‘a monk, a
famous ‘preacher of the doctrine of Christ.’! Further, tradition asserts that the
confessor was buried in the churchyard of St Vigeans, and Dempster says that his
tomb was shown there.2 It is also stated by the Rev. John Aitken, the writer of the
article on St Vigeans in Sir John Sinclair’s Statistical Account of Scotland, that the
architect of the Abbey, rather absurdly supposed to have been also the architect of
St Vigeans Church, was buried in the churchyard, where, adds Mr Aitken, ¢his
grave is shown to strangers.’> It is said on this authority that the grave
was marked by a large built cross, or rather two crosses, which stood about
seven feet from the south wall of the church, and were removed because they
encumbered the ground.’* Mr Aitken's statement is of value as indicating what
was probably the original position of the principal sculptured stones, but that is all.
A theory concerning the sculptured stones was, that one or other of them may have
been intended as a record to future ages of the missionary’s life and death.
According to that view, St Vigian was a local preacher, who was canonized, either
by pope or populace, in recognition of his virtuous life and his services to religion,
and who lived and died within the district of his mission. This is the view of
Boece. But it appears, from his notice of the inscribed stone of St Vigeans, that in
this matter Dr Stuart rejects the authority of tradition and of the old historian.
He assumes that St Vigian is identical with St Fechin, Abbot of Fohbar, in
‘Westmeath,® and Dr Forbes, Bishop of Brechin, expresses the same opinion.® There
is another church in Scotland, that of Ecclefechan, undoubtedly dedicated to the
Abbot of Fohbar, and it is supposed that Vigianus is a Latinized form of his name.

1 Scotorum Historia, lib. xi. ¢ Sculptured Monuments of Angus—Notices of
* Historis Eocles. Gentes Scotorum, lib. xix. Plates, p. 7.
3 0ld Statistical Account of Scotland, vol. xii. 5 Sculptured Stones, vol. ii. p. 8.

P 165, ¢ Kalendars of Scottish Saints, p. 456,
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8t Fechin flourished in Ireland in the seventh century. Bishop Forbes says that he
was of the race of Eochaidh Finnfuathairt, cousin of 8t Brigid, who is styled the
Anthony of Ireland. He was of noble race, his pedigree being traced to an Irish
prince of the third century. S8t Fechin was born at Leyney, in Connaught. His
birth is said to have been predicted by St Columba thirty years before the event.
The legends state that many miracles were performed by him even before he was
promoted to the priesthood, and of course the story of them appears sufficiently
apocryphal. After he became a priest, he founded a monastery, in which there are
said to have been three hundred monks, and he planted churches in different parts
of Ireland. Especially if the story as to the large number of his monks is true, it
may be concluded that his monastery, like many of the monastic establishments of
that primitive age, was a missionary college. Dr Petrie gives interesting notices of
this early Irish churchman and his various churches. St Fechin had a small chapel
on Ardoilen, or High Island, about six miles from the coast of Omey. ‘From its
height,’ says Dr Petrie, ‘and the overhanging character of its cliffs, it is only
aocessible in the calmest weather. . . . The church here is among the rudest of
the ancient edifices which the fervour of the Christian religion raised on its intro-
duction into Ireland. Its internal measurement, in length and breadth, is but
twelve feet by ten, and in height ten fect. The doorway is two feet wide, and four
feet six inches high, and its horizontal lintel is inscribed with a croes, like that on
the lintel of the doorway of St Fechin's great church at Fore, and those of other
doorways of the same period. . . . The altar still remains, and is covered with
offerings, such as nails, buttons, and shells, but chiefly fishing-hooks, the most
characteristic tributes of the calling of the votaries.'! Dr Petrie adds that a
sepulchre on the east side of the chapel, appearing to have been made at the same
time as the chapel, is probably the tomb of the original founder of the establishment.
St Fechin is said to have prayed that Ireland might never suffer from famine—a
calamity from which in this present generation Ireland has suffered with terrible
severity. He died of the yellow plague in 664. Bishop Forbes says that Conan, the
name of the place near Arbroath where was the original chapel or hermitage of St
Fechin, or St Vigian, is the name of the Bishop of Sodar in 648. This prelate
was also canonized, and ¢the honorific name of Conon [or Conan] was Mochonog,
in which form his name appears as patron of Inverkeillor.’?

¢ Vigianus' is as likely a Latin form of ‘ Fechin’ as Buchanan’s ¢ Abrinca’ is
of ‘ Arbroath,’ and an important circumstance which tends to identify the Abbot

! Round Towers of Ireland, p. 421, * Kaleadars of Soottish Sainta, p. 308,
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of Fohbar, in the seventh century, with the patron of the old parish church of
Aberbrothock is the fact that the day of St Fechin, 20th January, is also the day
of 8t Vigian, and the day on which a fair in the parish, known as St Vigian's
market, was held. When the change from the old to ‘the new style took place,
the market fell on the 31st January, instead of the 20th. About thirty years ago,
this fair, formerly held st Smithy Croft, in Arbroath, was changed from the last
day of January to the last Saturday of that month, on which it continues to be
held under the name of ‘the winter market.’” What evidence there is may be
regarded as in favour of the identity of St Vigian and St Fechin. The mission of
the primitive apostle of the district of Arbroath is thus carried back to an earlier
century than had been previously assigned to it. There is, indeed, no proof that St
Fechin himself visited the east coast of Scotland. Bishop Forbes says that in none
of the Irish Lives of the Saints is there any record of such a visit; but it was from
Ireland, the *Iale of Saints,’ that Scotland, east and west, derived its Christianity,
and it is not an improbable supposition that it was one of the immediate disciples,
or monks, of 8t Fechin who introduced Christianity into this part of Angus. If s,
reverence for his master perhaps led to the dedication to him of chapel and church,
and led Boece, at a later date, to confound the master with the disciple. This
monkish missionary, a man who faced the dangers incident to entering a savage
country, and proclaiming to its inhabitants a new religion, was, it may be presumed,
one of those men who possess the zeal, and consequently have at their command the
power, of apostles. He was not, we may be sure, a spiritual recluse, though he
is described as lving at Grange of Conan in a ¢ hermitage,’ but what Boece says he
was, ‘a famous preacher of the doctrine of Christ.’ :

His chapel at Conan was probably not the only church which the confessor
Planted. Tt is not an unlikely conjecture that it was he who founded the old parish
church of Aberbrothock. Since the erection of a church within the burgh of
Arbroath, shortly after the Reformation, the old church has been generally known by
the name of St Vigian. From the Abbey Chartulary it appears that, although before
the Reformation it was commonly known by its territorial designation, it bore also
the name of the saint to whom it was dedicated, that name being associated with the
church as early as the founding of the Abbey.

The church of St Vigian occupies one of those picturesque sites to which the
churchmen of the olden time gave a preference for their places of worship. It is

situated on a conical mount at a point where the Brothock receives a small tributary
on either bank. The church is about a mile and & half from the sea. There is no
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direct evidence of the existence of a church on this site in the Celtic period. No
remains exist. This is not surprising, considering the perishable materials of which
the churches of that period were built. But the sculptured stones are a clear
indication that the mound on the summit of which the church stands was at a very
early period a Christian cemetery, and it may perhaps be assumed that it was
crowned then, as it is now, by a Christian church. It was the practice of the
Christians of Alba to consecrate their cemeteries, and there can be little doubt that
they were then, as now, in the close vicinity of churches. The earliest church at
St Vigeans whose remains can still be identified was of the Norman period. Some
fragments of this church, dating from a period of the twelfth century prior to the
erection of the Abbey of Arbroath, are embraced in the fabric of the present parish
church. The oldest documents in which the church is mentioned, so far as is
known, are confirmations by Bishops of St Andrews, and by the royal founder of
the Abbey, to the monastery of Arbroath, to which the church, with its revenues,
was transferred soon after the Abbey was founded. It was transferred as the
‘ecclesia Sancti Vigiana de Aberbrothoc.’! From 1178 to the Reformation, it
was one of the parish churches dependent on the Abbey, and the cure was served
by a vicar, who bore what was then the common ecclesiastical title of ¢sir’ or
‘ master.” So far as their names can be gleaned from the Abbey Chartulary, those
pre-Reformation ministers of Aberbrothock, from the twelfth to the sixteenth
centuries, were—first, Willielmus, who was in office in the end of the twelfth
century and in the commencement of the thirteenth ; Richard, who was ¢chaplain
of Aberbrothoc,’ about a quarter of a century afterwards ; and then Robert, who
is described as vicar, and who held office about the middle of the thirteenth century.
The next name in order, that of Maurice, occurs in 1310. The surnames of these
early priests are not given. Dominus William de Conan, perpetual vicar, was one
of the witnesses to the convention between the monastery and the burgh for the
building of the first harbour. The succeeding vicars were—Robert Steile, who
resigned in 1459 ; Richard Bennat, the Abbot’s chaplain, appointed in the same
year ; Patrick Mackulloch ; James Douglas; Thomas Harbour; Andrew Foular ;
and James Aucmuthy., The latter was presented to the charge by the Abbot,
on 13th December 1535, and he was perhaps the last of the unreformed ministers
of Aberbrothock, or St Vigeans.

A dedication of the church of St Vigeans was held on the 19th August 1242,
by Bishop David de Bernhdme, of St Andrews, in whose diocese it was situated.

1 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoo, pp. 101, 104, 105.
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The church had been enlarged prior to that date. It is supposed, with considerable
probability, that the reason for the enlargement was that the wealthy Abbey in its
neighbourhood had attracted to the parish a host of craftsmen, farmers, and other
dependants, too numerous to be accommodated in the little church that had been
sufficient for the scanty population of the previous century. After further altera-
tions and extensions, another dedication was held in 1485, by Georgius de Brana,
Bishop of Dromore. This dedication was promoted by John Brown, tenant under
the Abbey, first in Letham, and afterwards in Wardmill and Cellarer’s Croft.! He
was the founder of the altar of St Sebastian, which was endowed by him for the
salvation of his soul, those of his three successive wives, the souls of his parents,
and of all the faithful departed. It appears from the grant that one Alexander
Brown, cousin of John Brown, was chaplain of the altar, the endowments of which
consisted, in part, of ground-annuals and the rents of houses in Arbroath. The
special service designed by the founder was to be an annual one, and provision was
made for fixed payments to the priests and boys engaged in conducting it. There
was also introduced the curious and suggestive proviso, that if any of the chaplains
of the altar should be convicted by the judge-ordinary of keeping a concubine or fire-
lighter for the space of one month, the founder or his successors should have liberty to
dispose of the chaplainry. John Brown seems to have been a devout man, and shrewd
withal. His faith in the Church and its services was strong ; his faith in the clergy
was not 8o absolute, and in those early years of the sixteenth century, the date of
his grants, he must certainly have seen, or heard of, sufficient to justify his precaution.

The other, and older, altar in the old church of Aberbrothock was that of the
church’s patron saint, 8t Vigian.

This is what is definitely known of the ancient history of the church of St
Vigeans, but doubtless that history goes further back than any written documents,
the oldest of which in Scotland is not older than the eleventh century. The
probability is strong that St Vigeans was an early Christian site. The first missions
from Ireland to the east of Scotland were entered upon about the fifth century. It
appears that one of the churches which were their fruit was erected at Arbirlot, in
the immediate neighbourhood of Arbroath. What Dr Stuart describes as a very
early example of the sculpture on stone of a book representing the Gospels was
discovered in the foundation of the old church of Arbirlot, when it was removed
about thirty years ago.? From the fact of there being two crosses on it, it is thought

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, pp. 866-68, 3 Soulptured Stones of Sootland, vol i, —

434, 438, Appendix to Preface, p. iil.
C
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the stone may have been a memorial of two eoclesiastics. The church at Arbirlot
was dedicated to St Ninian, who was a missionary to the southern Picts, and to
whom there was a much later dedication of & chapel near Seaton Den, where there
is a spring of water still known as 8t Ninian’s Well. The ecclesiastical system
established among the Pictish people was monastic, and there is reason to believe
that there was a Culdee monastery at Arbirlot. Those monasteries were numerous
in Angus. The name of the Abbé of Arbirlot, the lay representative of the old
Culdee Abbots of the monastery, occurs among witnesses to royal charters in the
thirteenth century. Dr Stuart thinks that St Vigeans may have enjoyed a similar
distinction. Writing before the recent discoveries of many more fragmentary
monuments, he says: ¢ The great number of sculptured crosses which have been
found about the church point it out as a site of early ecclesiastical settlement,
and suggest that the old parish may have been the territory of an early Celtic
monastery, before the ecclesiastical arrangements which resulted in the formation of
parishes were known.'! Old Montrose, Edzell, Brechin, Monifieth, and Arbirlot
being Culdee monasteries, Dr Stuart thinks there is little reason to doubt that St
Vigeans and Aberlemno were sites of similar establishments. St Drosten, whose
name, if not himself, is seen in the reading of the inscribed stone to have an
association with St Vigeans, was the founder of a Culdee monastery in Glenesk,
as well as of one in Buchan? Like all thoee establishments, the monastery in
Glenesk was in process of time secularized. The Abbés became lay persons, who,
when they did ecclesiastical duty at all, did it by deputy. One of those lay Abbots
of Glenesk, with consent of his son, is found, early in the thirteenth century,
granting to the Abbots of Arbroath the privilege of making charcoal in the wood of
Edzell.®

It is thus seen—and a sculptured stone at the church of Kinnell may be
regarded as & further indication of the fact—that at an early period, as far back as
the beginning of the eighth century, the district of Arbroath had been ¢planted’
with churches of the Culdees, one of whose principal colleges or monasteries was at
Brechin, within a few miles of St Vigeans. There is consequently good reason to
conclude that there was a church at the latter place founded by a Culdee preacher,
probably founded by one of St Fechin'’s monks, ages before the Scottish Church was
completely merged in the Roman unity. The Culdees continued at Brechin for some
time after the erection of the bishopric, but the Abbot was by that time a lay

1Soulptured Stones of Sootland, wol. il — 2 Book of Deer—Preface, pp. iv., v.
Notioss of Plates, p. 7. 3 Registram Vetus de Aberbrothoe, pp. 47, 48, .
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proprietor of the secularized lands of the monastery. It appears from a charter by
him, printed in the Arbroath Chartulary, and witnesséd by Morgund, one of his
sons, that in 1219 there was an Abbot of Brechin named John. ¢ With Morgund
[his son] the race of the Abbots and Culdees of Brechin disappears.’?

The suppression of the Culdees as a national church has been represented by
some writers, who have regard simply to what is believed to have been the
purity of their doctrines, the parity of their presbyters, and the simplicity of
their worship, to have been not only a victory of the dominant Papacy over
8- national church, but also a triumph of error won at the expemnse of an
institution which was effectively holding aloft the lamp of truth. But this is a
position that is not tenable. The Culdee Church fell because it had ceased to be
inspired with the religious zeal of its founders. It had to a considerable extent
become a Becular institution. Its ministry was hereditary, the sacred office being
transmitted from father to son, and its revenues had come to be regarded as
family possessions. No such Church could stand at a time when the Papacy had
reached the height of its political power, and, enlisting all religious zeal on its
side, was erecting in this country, and throughout Europe, those noble churches
which are entitled to take rank among the greatest works of the brain and hand of
man. It was, in brief, under the influence of a great religious revival that the
Culdee Church gave way in Scotland. The dried-up and withered Church was
succeeded by monks of the rule of 8t Benedict, one of the ascetic orders of Rome,
who by their zeal restored the religious life of the country. This was really the
¢ First Reformation’ Who was the first reformer? That honour may fairly be
claimed for the Saxon Princess Margaret, of whom Rome has made a saint—one of
the truest saints in her kalendar. Margaret, a fugitive with her family from
England, after the Norman conquest, reached the haven in the Firth of Forth now
known as 8t Margaret'’s Hope. She landed at Queensferry, which also derives its
name from her, and with her kindred journeyed along the road to Dunfermline, to
throw herself upon the protection of the Scottish king, Malcolm Canmore. A.ccord-
ing to a romantic story, the King found her resting on a stone by the wayside—a
stone, or one which tradition has associated with the incident, which still bears the
name of 8t Margaret's Stone. It is more than tradition that Margaret became the
wife of Canmore; that by her gentle, saintly character she exercised great influence
over her husband; and that similarly she influenced her three sons, Edgar,
Alexander, and David, who all in succession came to the throne. According to

Registrum Episcopatus Brechinensis—Preface, p. v.
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her biography by Turgot, her canfessor, she also exercised her powers of persuasion,
and not in vain, in a three days' council of the Celtic clergy of Scotland, in which
her Saxon speech was translated by King Malcolm into the Gaelic of her clerical
audience.! Queen Margaret was thus the first and main instrument in promoting
in her adopted country a civilization and religion which, after flourishing tor five
centuries, were only displaced because, like those which had gone before, they had
fallen into decay.

1 Lord Hailes’ Annals of Scotland (Edin. 1797), vol. L. p. 42.
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THE ABBRY, FROM ITS FOUNDATION IN 1178 TO THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
ABBACY IN 1606, TOGETHER WITH THE SUBSEQUENT HISTORY OF
THE MONASTIO BUILDINGS.

CHAPTER 1.

S8T. THOMAS—THE ROYAL FOUNDER OF THE ABBEY—EARL GILCHRIST—
THE TYRONENSIAN ORDER OF MONKS.

T THOMAS of Canterbury was a saint of a very different development from that
of 8t Vigian. The latter may be regarded as a type of those simple monkish
missionaries by whom Christianity was introduced into the previously heathen
country of Scotland ; the former was a notable outcome of the Medisval Church,
when it had succeeded in making itself the greatest political, as well as the only
ecclesiastical, power in Europe. The dedication of the Abbey to Thomas A’Becket
has linked his name inseparably with Arbroath, so much so that ‘8t Thomas' is
almost as much a convertible name for Arbroath as St Johnston, once the common
designation of that city, is for Perth. It may not, then, be out of place briefly to
notice here the main incidents that are told of the life of the remarkable man
with whose name the town of Arbroath has during these seven centuries been so
intimately associated.

Becket was born in Cheapside, London, on 21st Deoember 1118. His father,
Gilbert Becket, who was of Norman origin, was a merchant of the City, in which
he held the office of portreeve. When a young man, the future Primate earned a
livelihood as an accountant in the office of a lawyer, Master Eightpenny. After-
wards, he was taken into the household of his predecessor in the see of Canterbury,
Archbishop Theobald. To scholastic attainments acquired in England, he added the
results of foreign travel and study. The office of Archdeacon of Canterbury was
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oonferred upon him, but it did not necessitate his taking priest's orders, and he does
not seem at this time to have felt that his close connection with the Church required
him to abandon the world. He had a relish both for the world’s pleasures and its
business. His capacity for the latter led Henry IL to confer upon him sundry great
offices, chief of which was the chancellorship of the kingdom. He likewise served his
king as a soldier. At the head of seven hundred knights he passed over into France
to assist Henry in his wars with Raymond of Toulouse. He was an intimate friend
of the king, and it is a singular fact, in view of his subsequent career as a church-
man, that in executing the office of Chancellor he never shrank from upholding the
authority of the king’s courts over those of the clergy. So zealous was Becket in
this respect that he was looked upon by the clergy as a persecutor of the Church.
His nomination to the see of Canterbury was heard of with a feeling of alarm, and
Henry of Blois, one of the bishops who officiated at his consecration, devoutly
prayed that the persecuting Saul might be transformed into a Paul. This prayer
was answered. Becket is reported to have shown no anxiety to ascend the episcopal
throne. The Chancellor, with a reference to his courtly and secular life, addressing
the king, said, ‘A pretty saint you wish to place over that holy bishopric and that
famous monastery !’ Henry, it may well be believed, was not particularly desirous
that his archbishop should be a saint. What he did want was that the Primate
sl_lou1$ as the Chancellor had done, oppose himself to the pretensions of the clergy
“to independence of the royal courts. Becket, with the primacy within his reach, is
said to have warned Henry that his views relative to the Church might be different
from his, but the king thought this impossible, and Becket accordingly became
Archbishop of Canterbnry.

On his entering upon his see, the whole manner of Becket's life was changed.
The gaiety of his earlier years was laid aside, and although on all necessary occasions
he magnificently maintained the greatness of his office, a severe asceticism took the
place of former indulgence. In this asceticism were included frequent flagellations,
according to the practice which, a century before, fanaticism had introduced into the
Church. One of his first acts as Primate was to return the Great Seal to Henry.
There was no legal incompatibility in his being both Primate and Chancellor ; but he
resigned the latter office because, according to his view, the holder of the former was
too great a man to be the servant of the king of England. From this time forward
all the energies of the Primate were devoted to the exaltation of the Church, to the
development in England of the Papal supremacy, which had been asserted over all
nations by Hildebrand. Then there began that struggle between King and Prelate
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which lasted all through the remainder of the latter’s life, Henry assembled a
council in the Castle of Clarendon. This council has given' its name to the ¢ Con-
stitutions of Clarendon’—a document which, drawn up in the twelfth century, and
bearing to be merely declaratory of immemorial law, is on the whole fairly consistent
with the existing relations of Church and State in England. The ¢ Constitutions’
gave the king authority in ecclesiastical as well as in civil causes. Becket set his
seal to this document, but the act he bitterly repented, and he was not long in
making known to the king that he rejected the ¢Constitutions,’ as imposing a
yoke upon the Church which she ought not to be called on to bear. From that time
the king seems to have resolved to crush the Primate. Becket was put upon trial at
a royal assize held at Northampton, on a charge of having been guilty of peculation
in his office as Chancellor. The truth of this charge cannot now be investigated,
but, in the circumstances in which it was preferred, there is reason to believe that
it was oppressive. The Primate appeared at Northampton, but he appeared there
unfriended. Even the bishops were against him, and threatened him with deposi-
tion. When a civil sentence was about to be pronounced against him by the king’s
officers, he rejected the jurisdiction of their master, and rode away. He escaped to
France, where he was weloomed by Pope Alexander and the French king, Louis
VII. This was in 1165, three years after his consecration. Becket resided for
the next five years in France, principally at the monastery of Pontigny. In his
retirement, his life was not an idle one. He launched forth excommunications
against all defenders of the ¢ Constitutions of Clarendon.” The Pontiff himself, who
wished to aveid a rupture with the king of England, he reproached with lukewarm-
ness to the cause of God and His Holy Church. The Pope tried to bring about a
reconciliation between the king and the exiled Primate, and seemingly sucoeeded.
As a condition of this agreement, Henry surrendered his whole case. He consented
to abandon the ¢ Constitutions of Clarendon,’ and to reinstate Becket in all the
possessions of his see. After their concluding conference, the king humbled himself
8o far as to hold the Primate’s stirrup till he mounted his horse, and is said to have
thus addressed him: ¢ Why is it that you will not do as I wish? I would put
everything in your power.’ This speech suggested to Becket a scene in the
Temptation : ‘I bethought me,’ he afterwards said to a friend, Herbert of Bosham,
‘of Satan’s speech to our Lord: “All these things will I give thee if thou wilt
fall down and worship me.”’

On his return to England, Becket, at Canterbury and in London, was received
with demonstrations of popular rejoicing. But between the king and him no real

.
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reconciliation had taken place, and Becket was fully aware of the fact. When in
France he spoke of returning to his flock, he said he would do 8o though limb were
torn from limb. It was in December 1170 that he landed at Sandwich, and before
the month was completed he was murdered. Becket, as before his exile, still stood up
for all the rights of his see, launching forth excommunications against whoever
sought to curtail them. Hearing of this, in his palace in Normandy, Henry uttered
in his anger the exclamation, ¢ Of all the caitiffs who eat my bread, is there none to
free me from this turbulent priest?’ The word was caught up by four men, of
knightly rank—Reginald Fitzurse, Richard Brito, Hugh de Morville, and William
de Tracy, whose armorial bearings may be traced on their shields in the scene of the
murder of Becket as represented on the seal of Arbroath Abbey. They passed over
into England, and on the 29th of December 1170 slew the Archbishop at one of the
altars of the church of Canterbury. Becket met his death with a calmness and intrep-
idity consistent with his character and his high office. ¢I know,’ said he, addressing
his murderers, ¢ that you have come to kill me ; but I make God my shield, and you
threaten me in vain. If all the swords in England were pointed against my head,
your terrors would not move me from the observance of God's justice, and the
obedience of our lord the Pope.’” And when prostrate on the cathedral pavement,
his body hacked by the swords of the four knightly ruffians, he whispered his last
words: ‘For the name of Jesus, and in defence of His church, I am ready to
die."?

Even in an age when crimes of conspicuous violence were of frequent occurrence,
Becket's death seems to have sent a thrill through Europe. Whatever may be
thought now of his attempt to separate the Church from the State, and to make it
not only free but supreme, in the time in which he lived his principles were popular,
because the power of the Church was then essentially a democratic power, used to
protect the Anglo-Saxon people from the tyranny of their Norman kings. By his
efforts to prevent the Crown from uniting supreme ecclesiastical dominion to a civil
authority acknowledging no constitutional restraint, Becket was regarded as a
patriot as well as a saint. The rank of saintship followed soon after his murder.
The see of Rome, which had found the too zealous Archbishop an inconvenient ally
while in life, profited largely by his death. Becket was canonized as saint and
martyr, and for more than three centuries his shrine at Canterbury was the most

! Lives of the Archbishops of Canterbury, by Dr  contemporary authors, one of them being Roger of
Hook, Dean of Chichester, vol. ii. p. 504. See also  Pontigny, whose hospitality the Primate enjoyed
Dr Giles’s ‘ Vita et Epistolse 8, Thoms Cantuari- during a portion of his exile in Franoe—when he
ensis,’ which oontains six memoirs of Becket by was residing at the monastery of Pontigny.
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frequented in England. It is to it that Chaucer makes his band of pilgrims journey
from the Tabard, in Southwark. In the fourteenth century, David Bruce, king of
Scots, and his plebeian queen, Margaret Logy, made frequent pilgrimages to the
shrine of St Thomas, as did also many of the Scottish nobility.!

Soon after the martyrdom of Becket, Louis of France visited its scene, to do
religious homage to the memory of his martyred friend. Thither also proceeded
another king, Henry of England. Filled with the superstition of the time, Henry
heard of the miracles which were being wrought at the tomb of 8t Thomas; and he
seems to have argued with himself, that if this man's bones were so efficacious to
save, they might also be able to destroy. In resolving to do penance at the tomb of
the prelate whom he had mainly contributed to make a martyr of, it is probable
that the king was really animated by religious feeling; but there may have been
another motive for the extraordinary humiliation to which he subjected himself.
He was about to wage war upon William the Lion, of Scotland, and before entering
the battle he wished to conciliate the martyr. Accordingly, with bare feet and sad
demeanour, he walked over the rough stones of the streets of Canterbury to ‘the
Cathedral, where, on bended knee's, with fasting and prayer, he kept watch by the
tomb of St Thomas, day and night, ending his penance by submitting to the lash of
the monks.

This was the St Thomas of Canterbury who is locally so much better known as
of Arbroath. There has been a good deal of speculation as to the reason which led
the contemporary king of Scotland to dedicate Arbroath Abbey to the new saint.
Lord Hailes says: ¢Perhaps it was meant as a public declaration that he did not
ascribe his disaster at Alnwick to the ill-will of his late friend, and that he wished
to conciliate him.’? It was impossible that the King could have any liking for
the Ultramontane principles of Becket, and indeed at one time he went so far in
his opposition to the will of the Pope as to bring upon himself and his kingdom
an excommunication. His principles with regard to the Church were precisely
those of the Norman kings of England. The reason for the dedication may be
regarded as indicated with accuracy in a document in Father Theiner'’s ¢ Vetera
Monumenta,’ published at Rome. 1In this document, (quoted at length in page
39,) King William is described as ‘a school companion of 8t Thomas, and a
sharer of his tribulations in England.’® Considerations of friendship and sympathy

1 Tytler’s History of Scotland, vol. ii. p. 177. 3 Vetera Monuments Hibernorum et Sootorum

3 Annals of Sootland, vol. i. p. 184. Historiam illustrantia. (Romse, 18684.)
D
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in suffering were thus the reasons why the Abbey of Arbroath was dedicated by
William the Lion to St Thomas.?

A common enmity to Henry IL may have supplied a further reason for King
William’s dedication of Arbroath Abbey to Becket. In the war for which the
English monarch was preparing when he performed his penance at Canterbury,
William, anticipating him, invaded England, and encamped near Alnwick Castle.
There, by a surprise, he was captured, and carried a prisoner to Northampton, where
Henry then was. He was sent to Normandy, where he remained a prisoner for
some months,. William did not regain his liberty till he had consented to humiliat-
ing conditions of peace—conditions which involved a surrender of the independence
of Scotland, and which, although subsequently cancelled by Richard Cceur de Lion,
formed a pretext for that demand of Edward I to be recognised as lord paramount
of Scotland which led to the War of Independence. It is said, but doubtfully, that
Wiliam received his special appellation from his being the first king to emblazon
the Lion on the royal stendard of Scotland, which previously bore the figure of a
dragon. The conditions which, in order to secure his own freedom, he entered into
with the king of England, would not have led his countrymen to associate his .
name with that of an animal which is accepted as a type of royalty and courage
Yet the king appears to have been not destitute of spirit, and he lived long enough
to obtain a renunciation of the claim of England to his homage. William was a
frequent resident on his domain in Angus, generally taking up his abode, while in
the county, in the royal palace at Forfar. He is said to have erected Red Castle,
and to have done so for the purpose of checking the Scandinavian rovers, whose
galleys had not in his time ceased to make occasional descents upon the Scottish
coasts. The king died at Stirling in 1214, and he was buried, says Fordun, on the
4th of the Ides of March, in the Abbey Church of Arbroath, before the high altar.
At his funeral there were present his son, Alexander II., and & very large number of
the nobility of the realm. Boece says that King Alexander ¢ remained fourteen
days at Aberbrothock at the funeral obsequies,’ and ‘commanded no plays or
banquets to be used for a year, that the people might lament the death of his father
with public dolour.’®* It was long believed, locally, that Ermengarde, King
William's wife, was buried beside him, but this was a popular error: the queen was

1The statement in the ‘ Vetera Monumenta’ is mundo et approbato in cclo celebri ejus martyrio,
in harmony with that of the Chronicle of Laner- abatiam de Aberbroutok in honore ipsius fundavit
oost (p. 11), as follows: ‘Ab familiarem amorem et redditibus ampliavit.’

inter ipsum et Sanctum Thomem dum adhue in ? Bellenden's translation of Boece's History,
curia regis Henrict esset contractum, divulgatoin  vol. ii. p. 868,
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buried in Balmerino Abbey, in Fife. Among curious things which are shown to
visitors to the ruins of Arbroath Abbey, there are some alleged relics of the
humanity of its royal founder and of Earl Gilchrist. Recently, one of the amaller
bones of the king’s mortal framework, or what is supposed to bave been 8o, brought
five or six guineas at a public sale in Edinburgh. This is a kind of practical
commentary on that philosophy of Hamlet, by which imagination might trace the
noble dust of Alexander till he found it stopping & beer-barrel; only the dust of
our William the Lion would seem to be more valuable than, according to this
imaginary destination of them, were the remains of the illustrious conqueror of the
ancient world.

The Mormaer, or Earl, of Angus, was a munificent benefactor of the monastery
of 8t Thomas at Arbroath. Gilchrist was married to the king's sister. Being
jealous of his wife, he turned her out of doors, and afterwards strangled her at
Mains, near Dundee. This violent act brought upon him the royal vengeance. His
estates were confiscated, his castle at Mains was razed to the ground, and it was by
flight only that he saved his life. His flight was into England; but as the two
nations were at peace with each other, he was compelled to return to Scotland,
where, says Holinshed, ¢ disguised in poor weeds, with two of his sons, he passed
forth his life a long time in great misery among the woods and in out places,
unknown to any man what he was, by reason of his poor and simple habit.’
Holinshed gives a picturesque account of Gilchrist's reconciliation to the king:
‘The king came by the Abbey of Aberbrothock, to view the work of that house,
how it went forward, commanding them that were overseers and masters of the
works to spare for no cost, but to bring it up to perfection, and that with
magnificence. After his departure from thence he took the road toward Bertha,
and by adventure espied where Gilchrist was delving up turfs, together with his two
sons. And though he knew not what they were, yet he mused to see two such
goodly young men, as by resemblance they appeared to be, thus occupied in such
toiling and base labour. Incontinently herewith, Gilchrist, with his bald head, came
before him, and falling down on his knees at the king’s feet, said: « If there be any
mercy in thee, most ruthfull prince, for them that are brought through their offences
in extreme misery, having suffered condign punishment for the same, I beseech thee,
for the love that Christ had to all sinful people, not sparing to shed His most precious
blood for their redemption, to have some pity and compassion on me, and on these
my poor and miserable sons, who with me have suffered much grief and penury,
not having deserved the same by any crime by them committed.”’ Gilchrist,
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according to Holinshed’s report of his speeches, went on to reveal himself fully.
The interview terminated satisfactorily; for the king ¢ not only forgave his former
offences, but also restored unto him and to his sons all such lands as sometime
appertained unto them, except so much as the king had already given to the
Abbey of Aberbrothock.” By gift of the Earl and his sons, the bulk of their
possessions ultimately became the property of the monks. Says Holinshed : ¢ The
father and both his sons are buried before the altar of St Catherine, within the
church of this Abbey, as the superscription of their tombs sheweth.” These tombs,
with the superscription of which the chronicler speaks, disappeared in the ruin
which fell upon the Church of 8t Thomas at Aberbrothock.!

Having selected his friend, Thomas A’Becket, as the patron saint of his Abbey
at Arbroath, it was probably King William also who mainly decided to what order
of monks the establishment should be entrusted. And just as the saint to whom
the monastery was dedicated was new, and represented much of the religious zeal of
the twelfth century, so also the royal choice fell upon a new, or renewed, monastic
order, preserving much primitive purity in its rules and in the lives of its brother-
hood. The monks were Benedictines, sometimes called ¢black monks,’ of the

Tyronensian reform—a reform instituted by Bernard, Abbot of St Cyprian :

¢ About this time [1100] Bernard, Abbot of Quincé,
retired from Poitiers, because he had refused to
subject his monastery, which had been indepen-
dent to that time, to the Abbey of Cluni. Being,
as the soripture says of the just man, ‘‘bold as &
lion,” Bernard pleaded the cause of his indepen-
dence against Pope Paschal before a oouncil at
Rome, and because the Pope did not grant him
perfect redress, appealed to the judgment of God.
The Pope reverenced his determined conduct, and
begged him to remain at Rome to assist in the
administration of ecclesiastical affairs. The Abbot,
however, chose to withdraw from all worldly cares,
and travelled through many countries in company
with some monks, whose zeal led them to follow
him. At last, after much journeying, he visited
the venerable Bishop Ives, who graciously received
him, and settled him and his monks on the terri-
tory of the church of Chartres, where he built a

monastery, dedicated to St Saviour, in & woody
district called Tiron. A multitude of the faithful
of both orders flocked to him, and Father Bernard
received in his loving embraces all who were ready
te make their profession, enjoining them to practise
in his new monastery the oocupations which each
of them had learnt. In consequence, there readily
sssembled about him workmen, both smiths and
carpenters, sculptors and goldsmiths, painters and
masons, vinedressers and ploughmen, with skilled
artificers in various branches of labour. They dili-
gently employed themselves in the tasks assigned
them by the Abbot, and turned their gains to the
common advantage. Thus, where lately robbers
sheltered themselves in a frightful forest, and cut
the throats of unwary travellers, on whom they
rushed unawares, a stately abbey was, by God’s
help, quickly reared. Theobald, Count Palatine,
and his mother, Beatrix, with many natives of

1 The Scottish Chronicle (Arbroath, 1805), vol. i.
p- 382, But Holinshed, it should be stated, re-
ports only at second hand, A large portion of

the ‘Scottish Chronicle,’ and this part included,
is merely a translation from the Latin of Boece's
History.



Chartires, Dreux, and the Corbonnois, both gentle
and simple, as well as the Christian people of the
neighbourhood, finding the simplicity and worth
of the good monks, paid them great respect, in the
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fear of the Lord ; and rendered them effectual aid,
both by their encouragement and their contribu-
tions, in adding strength to the citadel which they
had begun to build in the cause of God.’?

Helyot gives some details with regard to the Tyronensian houses in France :

‘8t Bernard received all into his monastery on
the banks of the Tyron who truly longed for con-
version. He wished them to practise every kind
of art. Thus he had painters, sculptors, joiners,
carpenters, masons, and labourers. He became
looked on as the restorer of the order of St Bene-
dict. God blessed it, so that it had above sixty-
five houses—abbeys and priories—dependent on it,
and about thirty parish churches. The monks were
very abstemious in 8t Bernard’s time. They often
had not bread enough, and had to live on herbs
and roots ; and drank no wine. In three years he
became the father of more than 500 Religious.
Thibaut, Count of Blois, left them at his death

many church ornaments. 8t Bernard died in 1116
or 1117. He had ten abbeys besides the mother-
house of Tyron; ten priories and fifteen cures in
the diocese of Chartres; eight priories and four
cures in the diocese of Mans ; four priories in the
diocese of Paris; nine priories and two cures in
the diocese of Rouen ; two priories and two cures
in the diocese of Avranches; two priories in the
diocese of Nantes ; five priories and seven cures in
the diocese of Poitiers; one priory in the diocese
of Meaux; two in the diocese of Orleans; one
in the diocese of Soissons. The Religious wore
de gris cendré et reprivent le noir que dans le
suite.’?

The Tyronensian order was represented by six important houses in Scotland :

1. Kelso; 2. its cell, Lesmahago; 3. Kilwinning; 4. Arbroath; 5. Fyvie, its cell ;
6. Lindores.3 The order thus became powerful in this country. And it was, at
least about the period of its establishment at Arbroath and its other seats in Scot-
land, a favourable outcome of the piety, learning, and civilization of the mediseval

ages.

CHAPTER II.
THE CHARTULARY OF THE ABBEY.

OR the most of what we know of the Abbey founded by William the Lion, and
F dedicated to St Thomas, we are indebted to the Abbey Chartulary, which,
edited by the late Mr Patrick Chalmers and Mr Coasmo Innes, has been printed for
the Bannatyne Club. Mr Chalmers died before the publication of the second
volume of the Chartulary, the interesting historical preface to which is the work of

1 Ordericus Vitalis, book viII. chap. xxvii.
2 Histoire des Ordres Monastiquos (Paris, 1718),
vol. vi. pp. 118-121,

3 Spottiswoode’s Account of the Religious Houses
in Scotland, at the end of Keith's Scottish Bishops,
(Edin. 1824), pp. 405411,
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Mr Innes. The Chartulary consists of the ¢ Registrum Vetus’ and the ¢ Registrum
Nigrum.’ It is printed from the manuscripts in the Advooates’ Library; the
Regulity Register, in the possession of the burgh of Arbroath, dating from the time
of Robert the Bruce to 1524 ; and what is known as the Ethie Manuscript. This
valuable manuscript was discovered at Ethie House not many years ago. Mr Innes
says it is not later than the time of Alexander ITI., and that the ¢ Registrum Vetus’
appears in large part to have been a copy of an early register, of which the Ethie
Manuscript is & fragment. There is also contained in the published Chartulary a
statement of dues payable from several crofts in the town and ita immediate vicinity,
for upholding lights in the Lady Chapel. The original of this document is in the
possession of the Kirk-Session of Arbroath. It is a beautifully written long roll of
parchment, dated 1445. Printed with the Abbey Registers, there are likewise a
few ancient charters, from originals at Panmure House.

Long before the time of the learned editors of the Chartulary, Richard Augustin
Hay, prior of a religious house in France, had laboured with praiseworthy zeal to
elucidate the early history of some of the great monastic establishments of his native
country. He appears to have visited the places where they were situated, and such
of their charters as he could lay his hands upon he transcribed. His volumes,
beautifully written, are in the Advocates’ Library. One of them, dated 1696, con-
gists of & collection of charters of the Abbey of Arbroath, with brief biographieal
notices of most of the Abbots, and a notice, in Latin, of the life of Becket. In
the title to this interesting volume the description of the situation of the Abbey
is given a8 ¢ juxta Rubrum Promontorium in Angusia.’

Father Hay’s work was not published, and although something was generally
known as to the history and ancient possessions of the monastery, there was,
previous to the publication of the Chartulary, an absence of exact information on
the subject. We have some proof of that in letters written by the Rev. George
Gleig, formerly minister of Arbroath. General Hutton, collector of topographical
notices of various counties of Scotland, had written to Mr Gleig asking for infor-
mation about the Abbey. At that time, 1789, Mr Gleig had been minister of
the parish for about a year only, and this may account in some measure for his
inability to give his correspondent much information; but the letters go to show
that towards the end of last century little was popularly known of the history of the
monsastery. This, too, was after the visit of Mr Pennant, who had embraced in his
notice of the Abbey some statements, but not altogether correct, which appear to
have been communicated by one of Mr Gleig’s predecessors, the Rev. William Bell,
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of whose services to him Pennant makes acknowledgment. There are two letters
from Mr Gleig to General Hutton. The first is little more than a confession of

inability to satisfy his correspondent, to whom, however, he sends an impression of )

& seal which was found among the ruins of the Abbey, and which, he adds, was
then used by the Lodge St Thomas, of Arbroath, to seal the diplomas granted by
them to their brethren. From the second letter it appears that Mr Gleig had been
industriously looking into the matter, but with little success, He says he had turned
over every paper in the charter-chest of the burgh, but had found nothing relative to
the Abbey or any other religious establishments. He mentioned, however; that he
had heard that there were a number of the Abbey papers in the possession of the
family of Panmure. Those papers are the Regality Register, in three volumes,
consisting of the charters of properties within the regality of Arbroath. They were
presented to the Town Council in 1823 by the first Lord Panmure, and they are the
most valuable of the manuscripts belonging to the Corporation. While Mr Gleig
could find nothing at Arbroath of which to inform his correspondent, he directed
him to the Latin charter of King John of England, in favour of the monks and
burgesses of Arbroath, to be found in the Low Parliament House of Edinburgh,
¢ together with the original charter of the ground granted to build the Abbey upon.’
He had found the conventual seal, and he proposed a meeting with General Hutton
in Edinburgh in order to show it to him. Finally, Mr Gleig sent a drawing of the
ground plan of the Abbey Church.! -

About half a century before Mr Gleig wrote his rather unsatisfactory letters, Mr
Mudie, Town-Clerk of Arbroath, had written in a very few paragraphs an account
of the Abbey—an account that is accurate so far as it goes. His manuscript, which
was taken to America, was recovered a good many years ago from a shop in New
York, and is now in Arbroath. The Town-Clerk’s narrative contains about as much
as was popularly known of the Abbey, beyond what is stated in general histories of
Scotland and in Pennant’s ¢Tour,’ until the Chartulary was published. That
publication has shed much light on the history of the great monastic establishment
of Arbroath, and has told also some things that were new, and that were worth
knowing, of the state of the nation generally in the mediseval period of its history.
Mr Innes has remarked the precise reference which is made in one of the Abbey
Registers to a judicial roll used in Court in 1261. The early judicial rolls of Scotland
were carried away by Edward I., and it is only by such references to them as are con-
tained in the chartularies of the religious houses that we know of their having existed.

1 Hutton’s Collections, M8, (in Advocates’ Library), vol. ix.

.



32 HISTORY OF ARBROATH. [Parr I
Mr Innes also notices that docaments in the Registers of the Abbey regarding the
perambulation of certain lands, the property of the Abbey, ¢ are not only interesting
as being early specimens of the form of proceeding in such cases, but the manner of
their production proves the existence at that period of rolls for the official recording
of such proceedings.’” He goes on to say that references in them seem to point to a
constitution of King David respecting perambulations which is not preserved.! One
of the perambulations referred to took place in September 1219, between the lands
of the monastery and the barony of Kinblethmont.2 Evidence of this ancient form
of procedure is also seen in a perambulation between the lands of Conan and
Tulloch, made on the day of St Alban the Martyr [22d June] 1254. It took place
in consequence of disputes having arisen between Peter de Maule, Lord of Panmure,
and Christian, his wife, on the one part, and the Abbot and Convent on the other.?
Among other matters of general interest in the Chartulary, incidental mention is
made of an expedition of Alexander II. into the Western Highlands in 1248, not
noticed elsewhere ; and in a discussion regarding the service due to the Abbey for
the lands of Inverpeffer, light is thrown upon the nature of military service six
centuries ago. The Abbey writings, in their bearing on personal history, are very
valuable. On this subject Mr Innes makes the following remarks in his preface to
the second volume of the Chartulary, the dates of which extend from 1329 to 1536 :

¢ There is hardly a barony in Angus and Mearns
which does not receive illustration from the records
of Arbroath; scarcely a family of note which
must not seek its early history among the transac-
tions of the great Abbey. The former volume
[the first] is said to have dluppoinud the gentle-
men of Angus, who expected to have found their
ancestors there chronicled. They had not con-
sidered how many of our ancient families went
down in the War of Independence,—how few of
our present aristocracy trace back beyond the
revolution of families and property which took
place under Bruce. The great old Earls of Angus,
Fife, and Strathearn are little more than mytho-
logiocal persons to the modern genealogist. The de
Berkeleys, de Valoins, de Malherbes, Mauleverers,
de Monte-alto, de Monteforts, have not even left

their high-sounding names in the country they
onoce ruled. Durward and Cumming, as great as
any of them, have fallen into humble life. It is
more surprising that some families of the ante-
Brusian magnates of Angus still flourish. Lindsay
and Ramsay, Ogilvy and Maule, are no ignoble
representatives of the old seignory. No such
disappointment, however, can reasonably be felt
with regard to the present volume. A large
proportion of the extant families of the two shires
will find their ancestry illustrated in it; and
though Carnegies and Guthries, Burnetts and
Irvines, and a few others, need no such help, it
may yet come to pass that it will be held as a
proof of gentry in Angus and Mearns, to be able
to point to an ancestor in the Chartulary of
Arbroath.’ ¢

The Chartulary contains the charters granted to and by the monks, with what-
ever else the careful chroniclers of the affairs of the Abbey thought it well to take

1 Acts of Parls. of Soot., vol. i.—Pref. p. xlvii.
3 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoe, pp. 162, 163,

3 Reg. Vet. de Aberbrothoo, p. 522,
¢ Reg. Nig. de Aberb.—Pret., pp. xxvii., xxviii.
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a note of. The Registers cover a period of about three centuries and a half, and
they are about the most complete monastic records which we have in Scotland.

There are still many unpublished writs connected with the Abbey in the charter-
chests of the houses of Hamilton and Airlie—families which were long associated
with the monastic establishment of Arbroath. In Hamilton Palace there are,
among other ecclesiastical papers, seventeen. bulls and documents relating to the see
of Argyll and to the Abbey of Arbroath.! At Cortachy Castle there are numerous
commissions to the Ogilvys of Airlie, as bailies of the regality of Arbroath, granted
by the Abbots in their favour, the first of which is dated 26th November 1485.
Among the papers at Cortachy is a volume conta.mmg proceedings of the Regality
Court of Arbroath.?

CHAPTER III.
THE ABBEY BUILDINGS—ALTARS AND CHAPELS.

HE Abbey Church of Arbroath was founded in 11783 eight years after the

murder of Becket, and five years after his canonization. The Prior of 8t

Serf’s Inch, who, however, erroneously gives a later year, says that the ceremony
took place on the 9th of August:

Off August that yhere the nynde day In the honoure off Saynt Thomas
Off Abbyrbrothoke the Abbay That Abbay that tyme fowndyt was,
The Kyng Willame in Angws And dowyt alsua rychely ;

Fowndyt to be-relygyws. Thare munkys to be perpetually.$

The foundation of the great pile appears to have been laid with much solemnity.
There was a religious service, at which King William, the Bishop of Brechin, the
Bishop of Aberdeen,—the see of St Andrews being vacant,—and a number of other
ecclesiastics, including those newly appointed to the monastery, were present. Soon
after the erection of the Abbey was begun, the king sent John, who had been
appointed to the see of 8t Andrews, and Reginald, first Abbot of Arbroath, on an
embassy to Pbpe Alexander IIL The object of the mission was to present the

1 First Report of the Historical M8S, Commis- 3 Fordun, viii. 25.
sion, p. 118. 4 Wyntoun’s Cronykil of Scotland (Bdin. 1872),
3 8eoond Report of the Hist. MSS. Com. p. 187,  vol. ii. p. 221.
E
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king's obeisance, William being particularly desirous at this time to be on friendly
terms with Rome, of which indeed his erection and endowment of the Abbey was
a signal proof. Pope Lucius IIL showed his appreciation of the king’s new bearing
towards Holy Church by sending him, in the year 1182, the rose of gold, the
present which is now reserved by the popes for princeeses who, in the estimation of
the giver, have deserved well of the Holy S8ee. The Pope also sent to the king a
confirmation and extension of the liberties of the Church of Scotland.

The erection of the Abbey Church was completed in 1233, in which year it was
dedicated. In accordance with the custom of the age, the chancel had doubtless
been built first, and, along with the transepts, it had been brought into use in
worship before the rest of the building was completed, a temporary partition being
built across the nave, such as may still be seen in unfinished mediseval churches.
The dormitories and most of the other monastic buildings, with the exception,
probably, of the castle and regality, had no doubt been erected long before the
completion of the church. The fifty-five years over which the building of the Abbey
extended do not appear a long period, when it is borne in mind that there are
churches which have taken centuries to complete, or when regard is had to the
gigantic proportions of the Abbey Church of Arbroath.  The church is one of the
largest in Scotland. Nothing is known of who it was that designed its splendid pro-
portions, or of the men who knit together its solid structure, erecting an edifice
which they perhaps dreamed might be almost immortal, and the ruins of which have
come down to us through these seven centuries. The churchmen themselves in those
days were commonly the architects of their own churches, and it was probably an
ecclesiastic who drew the plans of the Abbey of Arbroath, while monks also may have
superintended the progress of the various departments of the work. 'When monas-
ticism was at its best, it did not offer any encouragement to idleness. Labour and
prayer were required by their rules to be the chief occupations of the monks. In
particular, the order to which the Arbroath brotherhood belonged were expected to
give attention to mechanical pursuits. They made much of their own church
furniture ; many of the ancient church bells, so graceful in form and ornamentation,
are their handiwork ; and it is well known that to them we owe the manuscripts, in
a style of caligraphy more beautiful than any modern writings, which have preserved
to the present time a record of the religion and learning, the history and arts, of
those early ages. . It may be taken for granted, then, that the churchmen themselves
bhad much to do in planning the Abbey buildings, and in superintending their
erection. In the Chartulary we have abundant evidence of their active supervision
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over the stone and lime of their great establishment. The very selection of the site
for the Abbey was doubtless made by the monks. In one sense, it was an unfor-
tunate selection. 'When the wars with England began, the Abbey was found to be
exposed to assault from a power which had the command of the sea. We find a
Bishop of 8t Andrews lamenting the closeness of the Abbey to the sea, and the
consequent damage done to it from time to time by the English cruisers.! But
when Arbroath Abbey was erected, the wars which for centuries alienated from
each other the kindred nations of England and Scotland were not in prospect. The
treaty of Falaise, by which King William acknowledged a supremacy in England,
bad been cancelled ; Scotland had regained its independence, with the goodwill of
the English monarch, and between the two nations there existed a thorough friendli-
ness, with no likelihood of its being interrupted. The foundations of the Abbey
of Arbroath were laid during a period of profound peace, and of much national
prosperity. In fixing ‘on the site of the monastery, the monks were thus led to
overlook the possibility of their being harassed by foreign war. The earlier abbeys
in France, of the Benedictine reformed order, were frequently, in accordance
with the ascetic spirit of their founders, placed in localities which, improved by the
monks, were originally savage and dismal. Whatever was the principle of selection
which ruled at Arbroath, the site, at all events, possessed natural advantages.
Mr Mudie, in his brief description of the Abbey, says that in choosing its seat
the churchmen ¢ pitched on one of the most pleasant and fertile spots of ground
in the country. The Abbey stands on a small eminence overlooking the town,
with a fair prospect of the estuaries of the Firth of Forth and the river Tay
on the south, and the country as far as the Grampian mountains on the north.
There are many springs of fine water on the east side of the enclosure.” One of
the springs was brought in leaden pipes from about where the Hay’s Well now
is, for the service of the monastery. Parts of those pipes were discovered in
1850 during alterations that were being made on the well. The water of the
neighbouring springs which was not required for the Abbey flowed through the
garden or ‘closs’ of the house. This was the water called the Lord Burn, which may
have given its name to the street known as Lordburn. The inhabitants of this street
still obtain their water supply from the stream which, keeping much the same course
still, flowed through the Abbey garden towards the then pellucid Brothock. Then,
the ecclesiastics were as careful in looking to the quality of the soil on which they
built as to picturesqueness of situation. The soil on which they built at Arbroath

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoe, pp. 22, 23,
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has been described by Mr Mudie as a ¢ brown clay of a great depth, covered in most
places with a black mixed earth, which dries immediately after rain, so that it affords
pleasant walking in almost all seasons.’?

Its church was the principal portion of the monastery, to which all the other
buildings were only subsidiary. Differing therein from the common modern practice,
the monks were lavish in their expenditure upon their churches, which they
designed as magnificent monuments of the piety of their time, and sparing in what
they spent upon their own houses. It may thus have happened, that while much
of the Abbey Church is still standing, there does not remain any vestige of the
dormitories of the monks. The only part of the domestic buildings of the monastery
which has come down to the present time is that kmown as the Abbot’s house,
a building which is further interesting as being almost the only Abbot's house
in Sootland still standing. As to the church, the simple statement of its
measurements may very well convey an impression of its massive grandeur, and
of the importance of the monastery. The church was in the form of a Latin
oross. Its length, from east to west, within walls, was 276 feet; breadth of
the middle aisle, 35, and of the side aisles, each 16} feet, making the whole
breadth 68 feet, within walls. The height of the walls of the centre aisle was
about 67 feet, and the walls of the side aisles were 30 feet in height. The
length of the transept, from north to south, was 132 feet. The church is considered
the finest conventual church in the Early First Pointed style. The mouldings had
been elaborate, but the church being built of the soft red sandstone of the district,
and being exposed to the dissolving influence of the humid sea atmosphere, any of
the mouldings which remain ure sadly defaced. An architect’s description of the
church is that ‘it consisted of a presbytery, a choir of two bays with aisles, and
sacristy off the south-east aisle; transepts of two bays with eastern aisle; nave of
eight bays, with western porch or galilee between the two west towers, which are
built within the external walls,” The western doorway, the principal access to the
church, of six orders of columns, has a round arch, but the mouldings are of the
First Pointed style. Over this door, on the inside, is a gallery with double range of
ocolumns, those of the arcade next the nave being octagonal, with pointed arches over
them, while those behind are round, and carry lintels. Two tall and widely splayed
lancet windows, with a round window in the gable, light the south transept. The
round window, which is twelve feet in diameter, gives to the town one of the names
by which it is known among its townsmen—The Round O." This Round O is a

1 MS. Account by David Mudie, Town-Olerk, 1742,




Caar. IIL] THE ABBEY CHURCH. ' 37

8t Catherine wheel. It was placed over the altar of St Catherine, which stood in
the south transept. The opinion has been hazarded, and, in view of the interest
which the monks took in mariners, with some probability, that the round window,
which is still a welcome landmark to sailors and fishermen, was lighted at night, and
thus served as a guiding light to shipping. Under the transept lights are three
tiers of wall arcading. In the presbytery, the arcading is carried along the esst
end. The many windows of the church were filled with baked glass. This fact
was ascertained by the recovery of fragments when the ruins of the church were
cleared of mounds of earth and fallen building materials. The architecture of the
Abbey Church shows a transition from the Norman to the Early English. The
pillars were. clustered. Four of them, placed at the junction of the nave and
chancel with the north and south transepts, supported the principal tower of the
church. This tower was probably 140 or 150 feet high. Of the two western
towers considerable portions still stand. The north-western tower, popularly known
by the name of St Thomas, is 103 feet high.

The beautiful building which stands on the south side of the chancel was
erected by Abbot ‘Walter Paniter, about two centuries after the dedication of the
church in 1233. It is generally called the chapter-house, but it was the sacristy
or vestry. From the account of the ruins given by John Ochterlony of the
Guynd, written about 1682, it appears that ‘the second and third storeys [of
the sacristy] were employed for keeping the chartours of the monastrie,’! and
hence, it may be, a transition from ¢ charter-house’ to ¢chapter-house.” The
chapter-house was situated south from the church. A fragment of it remains in
what is locally known as ‘The Pint Stoup,’ from a distant resemblance which it
bears to that utensil Of the buildings west from the principal entrance to the
church, enough remains to give us a very good notion of their general character. -
These were the parts of the Abbey devoted to the transaction of its civil business.
They include the gatehouse, or pend, placed at right angles to the west front. The
pend is 61 feet in length, and it consisted originally of beautifully groined arches. In
it may still be seen the groove of the strong portcullis which defended the entrance
to the Abbey, and which has for centuries been the heraldic emblem of the
Corporation of Arbroath. The Abbey gate is said to have been temporarily con-
tracted by Cardinal Beaton to 11 feet in height and 9} wide, and he is also credited
with having introduced the portcullis, which, however, was probably a good deal
older than his day. The pend is connected by a curtain wall with what were the

1 Bpottiswoode Miscellany—¢ Account of the Shire of Forfar,” p. 848,
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regality offices, and with the castle, or donjon tower, now colloquially known as
the Tower Nook. The tower, although weather-worn, is still almost entire, and
is roofed, but the bartizan and parapet are gone. As they were in a ruinous state,
they were taken down many years ago for safety. The tower is a grim-looking
building, which served the purpose of a fort, for the defence of the monastery. Its
lower storey, or vault, is & dismal dungeon ; the upper rooms may have been used
by the garrison, or for the civil businees of the Abbey. The building is 70 feet
high, 24 square, and its walls are 4} feet thick.

The Abbot’s house, now called the Abbey House, is of several periods. Some of
it is comparatively modern, but the eastern or oldest portion is as old as the early
times of the Abbey. It is built over a strongly-arched apartment, which had been
the kitchen of the house.

The Abbey precinct was enclosed by a lofty stone wall. The greater part of this
wall was standing towards the end of last century, and fragments of it still remain.
The wall began at the Tower, and was continued, in a somewhat irregular style,
along the east side of High Street to the south-west angle, where the parish church
stands. At this angle there was a small plain tower, which, until 1832, served
as a steeple to the parish church. At the south-east corner was the Darn Gate, &
private entrance to the monastery. Over this gate there was an apartment, said to
have been for the examination of catechumens, but it is unlikely that it was put to
such a use. From the Darn Gate the precinct wall was continued to the church of
the Abbey, which, with the other monastic buildings, formed the northern boundary
of the enclosure. The length of the Abbey' precinct was about 190 geometrical
paces ; the average breadth, from east to west, was 113, the breadth at one end
exceeding that of the other by upwards of a third. The ground lying on the north
side of the church has been a public cemetery since at least about the commencement
of the sixteenth century, and probably much earlier. That part of the precinct
called the Convent Churchyard, corrupted to ‘Keven Kirkyard,’ and generally
known now as the Abbey Green, was the ancient cemetery of the monastery.

The recent publication of Augustin Theiner’s ¢ Vetera Monumenta’ has pre-
sented us with a much more vivid picture of the Abbey buildings, and particularly
the church, externally and internally, as well as of the daily life of the monastic
establishment, than had previously appeared, or than probably is now otherwise
obtainable. The ¢Vetera Monumenta’ is a collection of documents, printed from
originals in the archives of the Vatican, relating to religious houses in Ireland and
Scotland. The following is a translation of the principal document in reference to
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Arbroath, and although it embraces other matters as well as the buildings, it will be
convenient to introduce it here in its entirety :—

‘On the second of October 1517, in the fifth
year of the pontificate of Leo X., there was issued
& consistorial process for the convent, which, after
oertain details, gives the following precise account
of the building :—

¢ * Being interrogated conoerning the title, order,
site, and condition of that monastery, a witness
declared that it was under the invocation of S
Thomas, and of the rule of 8t Benediot, situated
in the county of Angus, distant a mile as the arrow
flies from the German Ocean. Close by runs a
stream, which in their language is called Brodet,
whenoe the Abbey takes its name. The town has
about two hundred hearths, is under the regality
of the Abbot, and inhabited by husbandmen,
labourers, and a few merchants. It [the Abbey]
was founded three hundred and fifty years ago by
‘William, king of Scots, who was school compsnion
of 8t Thomas, and a sharer of his tribulations in
England. The form of the church is like that of
8t Maria del Popolo, but nearly double in size.
It is oblong, with a double line of pillars, almost
all of square dark stones. The pavement is
similar, and the church truly is a noble and royal
work. It has four gates, the principal to the
west, two to the south, whereby one enters the
cloister, and a fourth to the north, which leads to
the cemetery. It has three naves, the largest in
the middle, and the lesser at the sides, and these
lesser ones are formed of the same square stome.
But the centre nave is roofed with wood. It is
covered in the main part with lead, and the rest
of it with wooden shingles. It has a splendid
tower, with four sides, somewhat higher than the
campanile of St Peter's at Rome,! and it has
many most exoellent bells. The high altar is
situated at the top of the church, near the east,
at a little distance from the wall, and on it daily
two, and frequently three, masses are celebrated,
with the chant. On the altar, for an ornament,
there is & wooden tabernacle, gilt, in which are
these images : the Baviour, having the
world in His hand ; 8t Mary, the mother of God,
with the child Jesus in her bosom ; 8t Thomas,
the martyr ; and King William, offering the

church. Round the altar is an ancient wooden
choir, with a double row of stalls. There are
besides twelve altars, with their chapels, suffi-
ciently decorated, at which daily masses are read.
The sacristy, at the south side of the choir, pos-
sesses 8 silver cross, very many chalices, other
vessels, and silver images of the saints, also many
suits of vestments, of gold and of silk. In it also
are preserved a pastoral staff and a mitre. At
the right side of the church is a large and most
beautiful organ. Outside the church, towards
the north, is a cemetery, encircled by a low wall
On the opposite side of the cemetery, to the south,
is the cloister, the very ample habitation of the
monks, square in form, and surrounded by very
high walls. In this are two refectories, one for
common days and one for feasts. There is also a
dormitory. The chapter-house, the infirmary, the
hospice for pilgrims and strangers, aroc ample and
well furnished. There is a library, which contains
two hundred and more books. They have many
gardens, wide and fair. The house of the Abbot,
though in the same cloister, is separated from the
habitation of the monks. The tables of the monks
and of the Abbot are united, and the Abbot freely
administers ale, There are various parochial
churches under the monsastery, to which the Abbot
has the right of presentation, and receives from
them the tithes, &c. In the monastery there is
wont to be an Abbot, a prior of the cloister, and a
sub-prior, both removable at the will of the Abbot,
and besides that forty monks, who live there in
good report and most religiously worship God.
They sing the nocturns at midnight, and chant the
other canonical hours at the proper time. The
revenues of the monastery may perhaps amount to
two thousand ducats or thereabouts, and consist
in the revenues and fruits of the churches and in
those of their lands and possessions.”

‘Such is the evidence of Sir Arthur Boece, a
priest of the diocese of Brechin, master of arts and
licentiste in civil 1aw, aged thirty-two, when on the
fifteenth day of the month of October he appeared
before James Cottis, canon of Glasgow, to whom
the case had been referred.’s

1 This must refer to the old basilica of St Peter’s,
not to the modern dome.

3 Vetera Monumenta Hibernorum et S8cotorum
Historiam illustrantis, pp. 524-26.
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It will be observed that Sir Arthur Boece, the priest who in the consistorial
process gave this evidence as to the monastery, states that there were twelve altars
with their chapels, besides the high altar. The statement is probably correct, and
the church was large enough to contain so many altars But the names of only six
of the twelve have been traced The earliest appears to have been the altar of
St Catherine the Virgin, which was situated in the south transept. Tt was in front
of this altar, according to Holinshed, that Earl Gilchrist and his sons were buried.
The altar of St Catherine, together with those of St Peter, St Lawrence, and St
Nicholas, was, on 26th August 1485, dedicated by the Bishop of Dromore. About
the same time this prelate consecrated the chapel of St Ninian, in Seaton Den.!
There was also an altar to St James ; and one to the Blessed Virgin, which was richly
endowed, was situated on the south side of the choir. With its altar to the Virgin,
the monastery, says Dr Skene, was occasionally called of St Mary and St Thomas.?

Some of the buildings mentioned in the ¢ Vetera Monumenta' were outside
the Abbey precinct. The ¢ hospice for pilgrims and strangers,’ identical with the
eleemosynary or almonry, stood a little way to the north-east of the Tower, its site,
with that of its closs, or court, being nearly opposite the principal gate of the church.
In connection with the almonry there was a small chapel, dedicated to St Michael
the Archangel. It adjoined the almonry, towards what is now James Street.

The hospital was another important dependency of the Abbey. It stood on the
gite of the mansion-house of Hospitalfield, and was endowed with lands which now
form part of that estate. All traces of the eleemosynary, as well as of its endow-
ments, have passed away, but at Hospitalfield there may still be seen parts of the
old hospital of the Abbey. In particular, there is a portion of a doorway which,
built into a room of his house, Mr Allan-Fraser, the proprietor of the estate, has
carefully preserved. The hospital was the infirmary of the Abbey. It stood at a
distance of fully a mile from the Abbey and the burgh of Arbroath, and its being
placed at that distance was doubtless a sanitary precaution. A special consideration
probably tended to the selection of a distant site for the hospital. Leprosy was a
common disease in this country in the Middle Ages, and the laws concerning it were
very stringent, 5o much so that at one time a leper found within burgh was liable
to be forthwith put to death. Accommodation for the miserable victims of this
disense had thus to be provided outside the burgh walls, and it is likely that at
Arbroath such accommodation was obtained in the hospital of the Abbey. The
hospital, as well as the eleemosynary, had a chapel, the patron saint of which was

1 Reg. Nig. de Aberbrothoc, p. 226. 2 Pro. of Boc. of Antiquaries, vol. x. p. 207.
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John the Baptist. To the chapel there was attached a graveyard. At Hospitalfield,
in a field immediately to the north of the Dundee Road, there was discovered, in
1861, a large number of ancient graves, and those who had the opportunity of ex-
amining them were of opinion that part of the field in which they were found had
been the burying-ground of the Chapel of St John.

Besides these two chapels of 8t John and St Michael, there were other two in
Arbroath or its immediate neighbourhood, and which had a connection with the
monsastery. These were the Lady Chapel, or Chapel of our Lady of Aberbrothock,
and the Chapel of 8t Ninian, at Seaton Den. The Lady Chapel was the principal
of the district chapels. It served the purpose of a chapel-of-ease to the parish church
at St Vigeans. The Abbey Church, it will be understood, was the church of the
monastery alone, not one in which—though its altars may have been free to the
worship of all—the parishioners of Arbroath had any right. The Lady Chapel stood
on a site where the north-east corner of the Old Harbour now is. At the Reforma-
tion the chapel contained three altars, those of Our Lady, St Nicholas, and St
Duthac, founded by pious persons. Some remains of the Lady Chapel were
standing about the beginning of last century, and probably they did not disappear
till, in 1725, the site was taken possession of for the harbour. Under the common
corruption of St Ringan’s, a local fair or market, held annually, bore the name of
the patron of the chapel at Seaton, but it has for a considerable time heen discon-
tinued. It was held on the first Wednesday after Trinity Sunday.

The Abbey Church, to which these chapels, and many parish churches through-
out a wide extent of country, were subordinate, impresses the beholder with a sense
of its magnificence, visible even in its ruins.

CHAPTER 1IV.
THE MONASTIC ESTABLISHMENT—PRIVILEGES AND POSSESSIONS.

HE monastic brotherhood of Arbroath, for whom the magnificent Abbey was
erected and richly endowed, was doubtless in its best days a somewhat large
body. It appears from the extract from the ¢ Vetera Monumenta’ given in last
chapter! that in the year 1517 there were forty monks, besides the Abbot, prior of the

U Supra, p. 39.
F
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cloister, and sub-prior. It is probable that by that time the number had diminished,
seeing that the course of degeneracy in, the monastic system had begun long
previously. This may be the more certainly inferred from the fact that, less than
thirty years after the date of Sir Arthur Boece’s evidenoe in the consistorial process,
the brotherhood seems to have fallen off in number by more than a half. On 25th
July 1544, Cardinal Beaton feued to ¢ John Guthrie, and Isabel Ogilwy his spouse,
the lands of Coliston and Ruffis, and the park of Conan, with the croft commonly
called Guthreis hyll.’ The charter was signed by the Cardinal himself, as Com-
mendator, and by twenty monks, who seem to have constituted the whole, or
nearly the whole, brotherhood. The names of those later monks of Arbroath were :
Sub-prior Robertus Durward, Andreas Bardy, David Teyndar, Villelmus Crammy,
David Craill, Thomas Ruthirfurde, Thomas Scot, Walterus Baldowy, Willelmus
Wedderburne, Johannes Logye, Johannes Peirson, David Scot, Alexander Gov,
Alanus Martyn, Alexander Cwby, Richardus Craik, Johannes Rany, Christophorus
Moncwr, Georgius Moncreff, and Johannes Andirsone.!

The Tyronensian Abbey of Kelso was founded in 1113, and a company of monks
was brought to it by Earl David, the presumptive heir to the crown of Scotland,
from the mother Abbey of Tyron, in France. The monks of Arbroath, in turn, were
brought from Kelso in 1178, One of those thus removed from Kelso, Reginald,
was consecrated by Matthew, Bishop of Aberdeen, as first Abbot of Arbroath. The
Abbot of Kelso released the Arbroath brethren from their vow of obedience to him,
solemnly undertaking—an undertaking which was faithfully observed—never to
claim any authority over the Abbey or convent of the Church of St Thomas, while
expressing his wish that friendship and charity should remain between the two
houses.

The monastery of Arbroath was munificently endowed by King William, by his
son Alexander IIL, and from time to time by many of the nobility of Angus and
the North. William, disposing of lands which fell to the Crown in the great though
gradual agrarian revolution, which is chiefly represented by the passing of the Celtic
tribal possessions to the Norman barons and to the Church, was the principal
benefactor of the Abbey. It was in the earliest years of its history, in the reign of
William the Lion, and before the Abbey Church was dedicated, that the monastery
received from the king, the Earl of Angus, the de Berkeleys, and others of the
nobility, the patronage of twenty-four churches in Angus and the northern counties.
One of those early ecclesiastical gifts was the patronage of the church of Marnoch. It

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc—App. to Preface, p. xxxiii.

”
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was conferred upon the Abbey as an amicable means of settling a dispute in regard
to the right of that patronage which had arisen between King William, the Bishop
of Moray, and Earl Gilchrist. This same parish of Marnoch, it may be mentioned by
the way, was one of those a dispute as to the exercise of patronage in which brought
about the disruption of the Church of Scotland in 1843. TUltimately, the Abbey
possessed forty-six churches, situated in Angus, Mearns, Aberdeenshire and the
North, Perthshire, Forfarshire, Nithsdale, and one in Tynedale, within the ancient
possession of the Scottish kings in England. Twelve of its churches ceased to belong
to the monastery before the secularization took place. Those which were its property
at that date were : Aberbrothock (St Vigeans), Newtyle, Glamis, Ethie, Dunnichen,
Kingoldrum, Lunan, Panbride, Monikie, Monifieth, Murroes, Kirriemuir, Mains ;
Arbirlot, Inverkeillor, Ruthven, Clova, and Garvock—in Angus and Mearns,
Banchory - Ternan, Coul, Fyvie, Tarves, Inverbondie, Fetter- Angus, Gamery,
Marnoch, Kinnerny, Bothelnie, Forg, Langley, Banff, Inverness—in the North ;
Abernethy—in Perthshire ; and Dunbog—in Fife. The churches alienated before
the Reformation were: Barry, Catterlin, Guthrie, Maryton, Nigg, Tulunauth,
Turriff, Inverugie, Dron, Errol, Kirkmacho, and the English church of Haltwhistle.
The latter church was confirmed to the monastery by Pope Alexander IV. on 30th
December 1259. It is described as ¢ the possession of our most dear son in Christ
the king of Scotland,’ and it is assigned to the monks ‘on account of the multitude
of guests and poor people who flocked to the monastery, to whom the consolations of
humanity are bestowed.’!. The same Pope, on 3rd January 1257, confirmed ‘to the
Abbot and convent the. gift of the patronage of the church of Formindrant, and
appoints that the proceeds shall be expended to the value of thirty merks sterling for
their own use, always taking care that a chaplain shall do the duty rightly.’? The
church of Kirkmacho was granted to the Abbey by King Robert the Bruce, for the
health of his soul, and of the souls of his ancestors and successors, kings of Scotland,
and especially for the souls of those whose bodies rested within the church and
churchyard of Kirkmacho. The Abbots drew the greater tithes of their churches,
and set them by tacks. The lesser tithes were left to the vicars, who did the
parochial work. It appears to have been usual for the vicars to let the teinds.
Several disputes between them and their tenants came before the Lords of Council
for adjudication. On 19th June 1491, Charles Brown, dwelling in Arbroath, was
ordered to pay threescore merks to Sir Andrew Purves, parson of Kinnell, ¢for
the teinds of the fruits of the said kirk,’ and letters of distress were granted. The

1 Theiner's Vetera Monumenta, p. 82, 3 Ibid. pp. 78, 74.
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parson had claimed fourscore merks.! There was occasional litigation arising out
of leases granted by the Abbey itself. On 26th October 1484, the Lords of Council
assigned to John Barclay a day to prove that ¢ his wife had the tack of the kirk
of Dunbog of the Abbey of Arbroath before the tack made to Thomas Simson of
the same.’ 2

The lands and other secular possessions of the Abbey were very extemsive. It
enjoyed the most of them, like the patronage and tithes of ita churches, from a time
shortly after the monastery was founded, and it obtained no additions after the reign
of Bruce. The first gift of land, King William’s, embraced * the village and shire of
Aberbrothock,” with the territory of Athynglas, this grant being nearly co-extensive
with the modern parishes of Arbroath and St Vigeans, including the lands of
Guynd, Milton of Conan, and others, in the parish of Carmyllie. The barony of
Inverpeffer was held of the Abbey. The other landed property in Angus belong-
ing to the monastery was as follows: The village and shire of Ethie ; the village
and shire of Dunnichen ; the village and shire, or barony, of Kingoldrum ; the
lands called the Abbacie of Old Montrose, in superiority, with three stones of
wax as feu-duty ; thirteen acres of land near the church of Ba'\rry; two oxgates
of land at Rossie, in Gowrie ; lands at Broughty or North Ferry, and hospital ;
land on the south side of the church of Monifieth, anciently belonging to the
Culdees, with a toft and croft on the east side of that church; the davoch of
Ballegilgrand ; a toft and croft and two acres of land at Stracathro, with the teinds
of the fishing-net on North Esk; ten acres of land in the plain of Kinblethmont,
and half an acre in the village at the chapel toft, with the oblations pertaining to
the chapel of Kinblethmont ; the lands lying betwixt Aldenkonkro and Aldendoven,
in the territory of Kirriemuir ; the lands of Braikie, Bolshan, Kenbraid, and Frith-
muir, in Kinnell, and common pasturage in the King’s Muir of Montrethmont ;
the lands of Hedderwick, near Montrose ; the church lands of Inverkeillor, with
pasturage in the territory of Inverkeillor ; the lands of Auldbar; the lands of
Backboath ; the lands of Colside, Balskelly, Cowbyres, and Whitelums, in the parish
of Barry, also the lands of Greenlawhill, Easter Barryhill, and Wester Barryhill
The Abbey lands in Mearns were: A ploughgate of land in Mondyne, on the river
Bervie ; the lands of Belphe; two oxgates of land at Katterline; the lands of
Glaskeler ; a ploughgate of the lands of Balekelefan ; the lands of Nigg, forming the
barony of Tarry, excepting the kirk lands ; the lands of Tubertachthas, Glenfeskeryn,

! Acts of the Lords Auditors of Causes and ? Acta of the Lords of Council in Civil Causes,
Complaints, pp. 148, 158, p 9L
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Kinkell, Culback, Auchinblae, Blairs, Catterlin, Miln, &c., called the barony of
Newlands, in the parish of Fordoun ; the lands of Conveth, Halton, Scotston, and
Mill of Conveth, near Laurencekirk ; the lands and barony of Banchory-Ternan ;
the lands of Ardoch ; the lands of Petmegartney. In Perthshire and Fife: The
lands of Bellach and Petinlour ; the teinds of Wester Pitlour. In Lanarkshire :
The lands between Ethkar and Calledouer, erected into a barony, in the parish of
Cambusnethan. In Aberdeenshire : The village and lands of Tarves, Cairnbraggin,
Milton, Newton, Smiddiehill, Brakcalaw, Tillicarne, Tulielt, Cairnfechill, Auchin-
leck, Kirkton of Tarves, Milns of Tulieit and Fechill, Cowlie, and others,
constituting the barony of Tarves ; the lands of Ardlogy, Lethendy, and others, in
Fyvie, which, with the mill of Fyvie and the lands of Mondurno, were formed into
the barony of Fyvie, where there was a cell or dependent religious house of the
Abbey ; a ploughgate of the lands of Kinnethmont, in Garvoch ; the lands of
Mondurno, on the Don ; the lands of Abbotshall, within the burgh of Aberdeen.
In Banffshire: The lands of Forglen; the kirk lands and kirktown of Inver-
bondie.

The Abbey held tofts or tenements in a number of the Scottish burghs, these
being Arbroath, Dundee, Montrose, Forfar, Aberdeen, Forres, Perth, Stirling, Craill,
Kinghorn, Inverkeithing, Edinburgh, Peebles, Berwick-on-Tweed, and the village
of Auchterarder. It held a granary in Leith, and lands within the burgh of
Linlithgow.

Another source of wealth to the monastery was its fishings. These were: Net
fishings in the Tay, the North Esk, and the Bridge of Dee; a half mark out of
the fishing of Ur on Tay; fishings at Broughty on the Tay, and at Banchory-
Devenick on the Dee; salmon fishings on the Dee, in the barony of Torry ; fishings
at Inverbondie, with right to a boat in. St Brandon’s Haven ; fishing rents payable
from Inverness, in herrings, salted and in barrels. i

The monks had right to a ferry-boat at Montrose, with the land attached to it;
and they had a similar right to a boat at Kincorth, on the Dee.

The forestry rights of the monastery were also considerable. Successive royal
grants gave the monks the right to take timber from all the king’s forests ; the Abbey
had the wood of Trustach on the Dee ; one of the earliest grants to it was the right of
taking charcoal from the wood of Edale [Edzell], granted by John Abbe, the son of
Malise, one of the last representatives of the Culdee Abbots of Brechin ; it had also
the right of free forestry on the lands of Conan, Dumbarrow, and Kingoldrum, and a
similar right in the king’s park at Drum,
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Several saltworks belonged to the Abbey. King William granted to the monks
his own saltworks, and one in Stirling ; they also possessed a saltwork at Dun, with
an acre of land.

Besides its own lands, a number of ground-annuals—annual rents payable from
land—were granted to the Abbey. Among them were a silver merk, given by
Fergus, Earl of Buchan ; 2s. from the lands of Baleanus ; a half silver merk from
the mill of Haddington ; 2s. given by Thomas de Lundyn, doorkeeper to the king ;
100s. from the manor of Forfar; 10 merks from the lands of Monifieth, given by
Alexander II. for augmenting the wax lights of the Abbey Church ; 4 silver merks
from the king’s lands of Kinghorn, given by Robert the Bruce for sustaining lights
round the tomb of King William ; 4 beeves yearly by the Earl of Lennox, which
were afterwards commuted to 2 silver marks, payable at Cambuskenneth ;! 10
merks from the lands of Redhall, Balfeych, and Miln, in the barony of Newlands,
in Mearns, with a piece of ground in front of the church of Brechin ; 40s. from
lands at Glamis; 12s. 6d. from a tenement in Perth; 6s. 8d. from a tenement
in Dundee; 40s. from a tenement in Aberdeen ; £4, 6s. 10d. from the Grange
of Monifieth ; 39s. 10d. from the lands of Balgillo ; and 13s. 8d. from the lands of
Ballumby, in the parish of Murroes. '

The Abbey possessed two burghs, both on its own lands : the burgh of barony
and regality of Arbroath, and the burgh of Torry, in Aberdeenshire. 2

While as yet the monastery had only a portion, though a large portion, of this
vast property, Pope Honorius III., on 13th May 1220, issued a bull in which he
took ‘the convent of St Thomas the Martyr, in Scotland, along with all its posses-
sions, under the protection of the Apostolic See.’s

With regard to the cell of Arbroath Abbey, at Fyvie, Pius IL., who, as Aneas
Sylvius Piccolomini, had himself visited Scotland, ¢ordered the Abbot of Deer,
the prior of Restennant, on the water Iydil, canon of Aberdeen, to unite the priory
of Fyvie to the monastery of Arbroath." The same Pope, on the 9th of March 1462,
granted the Abbey that the vicars of the parochial churches subject to them ¢should
not be subject to any bishop but to the bishop under whom the convent is.’¢

1 Lord Hailes observes, from this commutation
of four oxen into two marks silver, that * it appears
that the price of an ox was 6e. 84."—‘ Annals of
Scotland,’ vol. ii. p. 296.

2 Sce the successive grants, as recorded in the
¢ Registrorum Abbacie de Aberbrothoc,’ the primary
source of information with regard to the posses-
sions of the monastery; and also Miller’s ‘Arbroath

and its Abbey,’ pp. 157-167, where, compiled
from the Registers, there is a ocareful statement
of the properties of the monks, and from which
account the notice in the text is mainly, in
abridged form, derived.

3 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoo, p. 158. See
also Theiner’s Vetera Monumenta, p. 15.

4 Theiner’s Vetora Monumenta, p. 435,
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From the detailed statement it appears that the Abbey of Arbroath possessed
something, and for the most part a great deal, of all that in the mediseval ages
constituted wealth. There is further indication of its riches in the ecclesiastical
taxation down to the middle of the sixteenth century, which proceeded upon what
served the purpose of a modern valuation, the roll of Boaimund de Vicci, com-
monly called the Bagimond Roll. Almost all the possessions of the monastery can
be distinctly traced in its Registers. There is also trace of them in the fact that
the Crown, having ultimately fallen heir to the monastery, is the sole capitular of
the teinds on its lands; while in the same way it continued to be possessed of the
patronage of almost all the churches of the Abbey until the passing of the Act
of Parliament of 1874, which vests church patronage in Scotland in the com-
municants and adherents of the parish churches.

Great as was the wealth of the Abbey, it gradually, like that of the
English monasteries, became dilapidated. Cardinal Beaton has been accused of
wasting its possessions, but the process of alienation, which took the form of a
surrender of lands for feu-duties, frequently very small, had begun long before he
became Abbot. Yet even at the secularization, or partial secularization, the
income of the monastery, though much below what it must have been in the
best days of the establishment, was considerable. In 1561, when an arrangement
was made by which the ecclesiastical revenues were divided into thirds, two of
which were retained by the incumbents of the benefices, and the other third
apportioned between the Crown and the reformed clergy, a list of those revenues
was made in what was called the ‘ Book of Assumption of Thirds’ The rents-of
the monastery, in money and victual, are entered in the ‘ Book of Assumption’' at
figures which in their total amount correspond, as closely as can be calculated, to
between nine and ten thousand pounds sterling of present value. The items are
these: In money, £2873, 14s. Scots; wheat, 35 chalders; bere, 156 chalders 2 bolls
2 firlots ; meal, 200 chalders 3 bolls 2 firlots; oats, 27 chalders 2 bolls; salmon,
37 barrels ; grilse, 2 barrels ; ‘ kayne fowlis and other small duties omitted.” It does
not appear from the account of the collector-general that the rents produced so
much as the assumption. ¢The rent payed to the king of the superplus of the
thirds of benefices' was, for Arbroath Abbey, £800. In the year 15692 there was
prepared a list of ‘the charge of the Temporalitie of the hail Kirklandis of
qubatsumiver Benefices within this realm annexit to our Soveraine Lordis Crowne.’
In this list a full detail is given of the feu-duties payable, in money and kind, on the
lands of the Abbey, together with the names of the feuars, in the counties of Forfar,
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Aberdeen, Banff, Perth, and Kincardine. The money rents then amounted to
£1507, 19s. 4d. Scots, and the rents payable in bere, meal, poultry, &c., were still
considerable.!

Traces of the possessions of the monastery are seen in the charters of the
family of Maule of Panmure, to whom the lordship and barony of Aberbrothock
ultimately descended. A minute account of these possessions, as belonging to
the family at the time, is given in the retour of service of George, Earl of
Panmure, on lst April 1662. Tt generally corresponds to that which is given
above. Mention is made of the various possessions of the abbacy, ‘as well the
spirituality as the temporality thereof,’ the spirituality being the patronage and
teinds of the churches. There is included in this retour of service, as belonging to
the Earls of Panmure, ‘the place, seat, desk, and shrine in the said church of
Aberbrothock, which formerly belonged to the said abbacy and lords of erection of
the same, in any time byepast, together with the ward, the hay meadows, and the
common firth and moor of Aberbrothock ; the lands [superiorities] of Guind, Brax,
Grange of Conan, Kirkton of Aberbrothock, and the manorplace and precinct of the
said lordship and abbacy of Aberbrothock,’'? &c.

The Abbey possessed many valuable privileges. It enjoyed the special right of
sanctuary, which was, in addition to the ordinary right of sanctuary, conferred by
ecclesiastical law on all churches possessing the right of baptism, or to which a
cemetery was attached. It was custom-free, and passed its exports of wool, hides,
tallow, and salmon by its own coket.* The Abbey was also toll-free, which in ages
when trade was subjected to harassing restrictions was a privilege of considerable
importance. This privilege was conferred by Alexander I, in a writ dated at
Edinburgh, addressed to the burgesses and provosts of his burghs. It exempted
‘the men of the convent of Aberbrothoc’ from toll and custom.* A case of
contravention of the privilege was tried in the court of the justiciar of the north of
the Forth, held at Forfar on 17th July 1348. Certain burgesses of Dundee
compeared in court for the purpose of repledging one of their number accused of
having exacted toll from a man of the Abbey of Aberbrothock, contrary to the
privilege conferred in the royal charter and Papal confirmation. The accused, on
hearing his indictment read, acknowledged his fault, and on bended knees and with
clasped hands besought the Abbot's pardon and absolution, which were granted.

! Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc—App. to 3 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, pp. 25, 26.

Preface, pp. xxxiv.-xlii. 4 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc, p. 78
2 Registrum de Panmure, pp. 333-34. 3 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, p. 20.
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The ‘men’ of the convent, whose privilege was thus maintained in court, included
the citizens of Arbroath. Sometimes the Abbey, in defending its possessions and
privileges, came into collision with its great territorial neighbours as well as with
burgesses. One of its writs records a perambulation of the boundaries between the
lands of Conan and Tulach, made on 22d June 1254, being the day of St Alban
the Martyr, in consequence of disputes as to the boundaries having arisen between
the Abbot and convent on the one part, and Peter de Maule, lord of Panmure,
and Christian his wife, on the other.! The Earl of Buchan, justiciar of Scotland,
was present at the perambulation, which took place at Cairnconan.

It was not only in Scotland that the Abbey was free from toll and custom. In
1206, King John, of England, granted a charter conferring on the monastery and
citizens of Arbroath the right of traffic in all parts of England, except the city of
London. This grant is interesting, as showing that the Norman lords of England
had taken no umbrage at the dedication of the Abbey to the saint whom Henry
11. had assisted to his second title of martyr. The charter is brief, and is as follows:

¢ John, by the grace of God, King of England,
Lord of Ireland, Duke of Aquitane, Earl of Anjou,
to the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons,
justiciaries, sheriffs, ministers of State, bailies,
and all faithful in our realm, happiness : Wit ye
us by the inspection and petition of William, king
of Scotland, and by this our charter, to have con-
firmed to the Abbots, monks, and citizens of Aber-
brothock, that they can sell their proper goods, and
buy them for their own proper uses, as they please,

throughout our whole territories, without molesta- -
tion from all public burden, or any other custom
which pertains to us, except within the liberties of
the city of London. Wherefore our will is, and we
strictly commend that the foresaid Abbote, monks,
and citizens may sell and buy their own proper
goods as they please through our whole territories
as aforesaid, freely and without molestation. Given
at Westminster the fourth day of February, and of
our reign the seventh year.’

The privilege conferred by the charter of King John was pleaded so recently
as in 17560 by a burgess of Arbroath, who was travelling in England as a chapman.
On production of a copy of the charter, the plea was sustained, and this son of St
Thomas was allowed to open shop in an English town.

The Abbey possessed rights and privileges of a different nature from those
of trade, or which brought in wealth. It has been surmised that the Abbey of
Arbroath was erected on the site of a Culdee religious house, but there is nothing
to bear out this suggestion beyond the general fact that some of the monasteries
erected by King David and his successors were restorations of decayed Culdee estab-
lishments. As there was a Culdee abbey at Arbirlot, and perhaps also one at St
Vigeans, it is unlikely that there was another at Arbroath. But Arbroath Abbey
beeame heir to the greatest of the Culdee houses. Along with the church of

! Registrum Vctus de Aberbrothoc, p. 322.
G



50 HISTORY OF ARBROATH. [Part IL

Abernethy, granted by King William, the monks obtained a half of its tithes ; the
other half was reserved to the Culdees of Abernethy and their ¢abbot,” who was
simply a secular proprietor. As incidental to this gift, the Abbey of Arbroath
obtained the custody of the great Culdee symbol, the Brecbennach, literally, the
¢ variegated’ or ¢ spotted’ banner. The Brecbennach was the consecrated banner of
St Columba. Its custody was held of the Abbot, in the beginning of the fourteenth
century, by the knightly family of Monymusk of that ilk, from whom it passed to
the Urrys and the Frasers, becoming vested, about the year 1420, in the Irvines of
Drum,! a family which still survives in the male line. The lands of Forglen, the
church of which was dedicated to St Adamnan, the biographer of St Columba, were
granted to the monks for the maintenance of the Brecbennach.? .

By permission from Rome, the Abbots of Arbroath wore ring, mitre, and crosier.
They further enjoyed a Papal exemption from attendance at synods. The Abbots
had also the privilege of conferring minor orders, and of consecrating the furniture
of the altar. This privilege was obtained from Rome on their own request, and on
account of the perils attendant on crossing the sea from Arbroath to St Andrews,®a
reason which gives a glimpse into the difficulties of travelling in those times. The
Abbots thus exercised episcopal functions, and within their domain they must have
been more powerful than the neighbouring Bishops of Brechin. But the Abbots
" had occasional disputes with the hishops, and they did not always gain their point.
The monastery had a connection both with the bishopric of Brechin and with the
primatial see of St Andrews. Both diocesans claimed the episcopal subsidy, which
the monastery paid, but under protest.

The lands of the monastery were held in free regality, a tenure which gave the
Abbot sovereign power over his people, with an unlimited criminal jurisdiction.
In 1435, the Abbot, in virtue of his right of regality, compounded with Andrew
Lychtoun, and granted him a remission for the slaughter of one James Gibsoun.*
This power of regality continued till the abolition of heritable jurisdictions, and thus,
even after the Abbey had ceased to exist as a religious house, its bailies of regality
exercised an authority which enabled them to rescue prisoners from the king’s
justiciar, and ‘repledge’ them into their own court, if the prisoners had been
dwelling within their bounds. There is on record a case of four men accused of
murder having been so rescued.> Several of the commissions to the Ogilvys of

1 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc—Preface, p. 3 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoe, pp. 51, 52
xxxiii. 4 Ibid. pp. 67, 68,
? Itid. p. 10. 8 Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials, 1570, p. 16.
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Airlie, as bailies of the regality, illustrate the system of repledging from other
Jjurisdictions to that of the Abbot, tenants of the monastery who had been cited to
foreign courts.!

The officer who administered the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the Abbey
was the bailie of the regality or justiciar. A similar office exists in the continental
monasteries. The monks appointed their bailie, but the office was latterly hereditary
in the Airlie family. The Earls of Airlie continued to hold the office of bailie of
the regality of Arbroath till it was abolished in 1748, Its value in money at the
date of its abolition was reckoned at £1400 sterling, the sum paid to Lord Airlie
as compensation for its loss, independently of £41, 13s. 4d. paid to each of two
regality clerks, The duties of the bailie were discharged by a deputy, who held
his head court in the regality-rooms in the gate of the monastery. The head courts
were continued long after the church of the Abbey was a ruin, and, according to
a manuscript in the Advocates’ Library, the ordinary courts were held in the ‘new
church,’ by which must be meant the present parish church. The same authority,
evidently speaking of the post-Reformation period, says that the bailie of regality
was not in use to exercise civil jurisdiction within the town, although he did so in the
case of great crimes tried by juries, and in which the criminals might be subjected to
considerable fines. Other civil officers of the Abbot were the ‘mair’ and coroner,
who were executors of the law within the bounds of the regality, and the judex or
dempster, who tried and pronounced sentence on criminals. The latter office became
hereditary in the family who held the lands of Caraldston, to whom it gave name.?
The duties, like those of the bailie, were generally performed by deputy. In 1370,
Andrew Dempster of Caraldston became bound to the Abbot and convent that he
and his heirs would furnish a person, residing within the shire of Aberbrothock, to
administer justice within the courts of the Abbey. The annual salary of 20s.
sterling was to be paid to the deputy, and it was to be paid out of the issues of the
courts.® The Abbey had a salaried advocate, and the office was given to a high
functionary of the law, the one who held what anciently represented the office,
though not precisely the present duties, of Lord Justice-Clerk. The more domestic
duties connected with the administration of the affairs of the Abbey were performed
by a chamberlain, steward, granitor [who had charge ‘of the granaries], sacristan,
cellarer, &c., some of which offices were held by members of the brotherhood. The
ecclesiastical office of sub-prior was of course always held by one of the monks; the

1 8econd Report of Historioal M8S. Commis- 2 Regis. Vetus de Aberbrothoo—Preface, p. xxvi.
sioners, p. 187. 3 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoe, p. 31.



52 . HISTORY OF ARBROATH. [Part II.

sub-prior ranked immediately after the Abbot. We likewise hear of a pedagogue aa
one of the Abbey officers, and a professor of theology,—possibly one and the same.
The pedagogue had the usual stipend of a parochial vicar, which was ten marks,
¢ besides his daily portion with the monks." A covenant was entered into, on 5th
April 1486, with Archibald Lamy, pedagogue, on these conditions.!

Such was the constitution, and such the powers, privileges, and posseesions of
the monastic establishment of Arbroath. As Mr Innes has said, ¢ The lord Abbot
of such a house as Arbroath, whether bearing the crosier or mitre, or buckling on
more carnal armour, whether sitting in the high places of Council and Parliament,
or taking homage and dispensing law among his vassals and serfs, or following his
sovereign to battle, was, in virtue of his official position, his revenues, his followers,
and actual power, by far the greatest person of the shire.’? It is worth while to
bear in mind, as bringing out a democratic phase of the Mediseval Church, that
while the parochial clergy were for the most part drawn from good families, the
regular clergy, or the monks, were often of the common people. The Abbots, who
were elected by the monks, generally from among themselves, were of the same
origin; at any rate, this state of things continued as long as the monastic system was
pure and vigorous. It thus happened that the greatest men in a county did homage,
on bended knee and with joined hands, to a poor man’s son ; that proud barons were
honoured by acting as his deputy; and that, on being called upon, they followed
with alacrity his standard.

The seal of the Abbey, attached by the Abbot as a lord of Parliament and a
lord of the Council to State papers, or as head of his own establishment to charters
or other documents granted by the monastery, was round, and measured 3} inches
in diameter. It represented on one side the murder of Becket by the four knights,
with the inscription: ¢Sigillvm abbatis et conventvs sct Thome martvris de Aber-
brothot.' The counter seal represented a shrine, with folding doors, displaying
the Virgin and Child, seated and crowned. The legend on this side was: ¢ Porta
salutis ave: per te patet exitus a ve: venit ab eva ve: ve quia tollis ave’ This
was the chapter seal, or seal of the convent ; but several of the Abbots had seals of
their own, all of them containing some representation of the assassination of St
Thomas.

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, p. 245. 3 Itid.—Preface, pp. xv., xvi,
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CHAPTER V.
THE USES OF THE ABBEY.

RBROATH ABBEY was not erected merely as a dwelling-place for forty or
fifty monks, nor was it with a view to their enrichment that much of the
wealth of wide districts was drained away to the monastery. One of his successors,
James L, poet and patriot king, described David L, in allusion to his bearing the title
of saint, as a sair sanct to the Crown.” The word was afterwards taken up by
another and different kind of Scottish king, James VI. For the latter James, while
in his impoverished state at Holyrood, caompelled by the emptiness of his exchequer
to borrow money from his burghs, and from Master George Heriot, his goldsmith,
there was some excuse for the utterance of this sentiment; but David, and his
immediate successors on the Scottish throne, including the founder of the Abbey of
Arbroath, could have given no higher proof at the time of their patriotism and
statesmanship, as well as of their piety, than by raising up, either from the ruins of
Culdee churches, or as entirely new erections, those great religious houses which
served as centres of civilization to the districts in which they were placed. It was
similar motives—the conservation of freedom, the setting up of a power in the
country capable of holding its own against the great power of the feudal nobility—
which led the same enlightened princes who established the monasteries to grant
charters of incorporation to burghs. The burghs and the monasteries were both
popular forces, powers whose influence was on the side of liberty, and peace, and
order, and which, in their contentions with turbulent barons, were steady supporters
of the central authority of the State. There need, then, be no doubt as to the object
which William the Lion had in erecting and endowing the monastery of Arbroath.
He, and other kings and nobles who contributed to its revenues, had in view in
what they did and gave the salvation of their souls ; they themselves say so; but it
may be assumed as certain that William was not thinking of his own soul only, or

! ¢ King James the First, roy of this regioun,
Said that he was ane sair sanct to the crown.’
—Works of Sir David Lyndsay (Edin. 1871), vol. il. p, 245,
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even exclusively of any spiritual interests, when he founded the Abbey. He thought
of setting up a strong power which would be loyal to the Crown, and in many ways
beneficial to the province in which it was placed. And in their best days the
Abbey of Arbroath, and other establishments of a like character, served the purpose
of their erection. The church lands were green and cultivated spots amid what
was often the surrounding desolation wrought in lawless times: in Scotland, before
the establishment in the fifteenth century of the three older Universities, the
monasteries were the sole lights of learning. From the existence at Arbroath of the
official called a professor of theology, it may be inferred that the Abbey was a
school of the prophets, as well as one of the custodiers of whatever of secular
knowledge, of literature and the arts, the medisval ages possessed. Relative to
what we have to show as the accumulated wisdom of succeeding centuries, the
learning of the twelfth century, and on to the revival of letters in the fifteenth, may
indeed seem as puerile as its religion was superstitious; but it has to be borne in
mind that, in an age when no printed book was in existence, the knowledge of letters
might have died out altogether but for the guardianship of those old churchmen, who
had the credit of taking the leading part in their revival. It is known that the
monks of Arbroath did take an interest in such literature as their age possessed, for
they had a library which in the beginning”of the sixteenth century consisted of two
hundred volumes.! They devoted a portion of their revenues to the maintenance of
this library, and of their time to its increase by copying. Of the monastic school
of Arbroath little is known, but it would be a mistake to conclude therefore that
there was little about it which was worth knowing. As John Barbour, archdeacon
of Aberdeen, the father of Scottish poetry, who is said to have been born near
Arbroath, received his early education at the Abbey, it produced one name which
has lived in our national literature, and it is open to question whether as much can
be said of the schools of Arbroath in the succeeding centuries,

In alliance with the learning of civilized states is law. Most interesting is the
relation of the Abbey of Arbroath to the early laws of Scotland. Besides the
references to the much earlier laws of the reign of King David, there is printed in
the Chartulary a body of statutes of the reign of Robert the Bruoce, year 1318.2
Concerning those statutes, the editors remark that they are the only body of general
laws of the reign of Robert I., and that they ‘derived additional authority and
interest from the fact that Bernard, the Abbot of Arbroath, as chancellor of the
kingdom, probably either framed them or presided in Parliament when they were

1 Supra, p. 89, 2 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc, pp. 248-259.
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passed, and thought them of sufficient importance to have place in the Register of
his Abbey.!

Important duties were committed to the monastery and its Abbots in the
administration of law and justice, sometimes beyond as well as within their own
jurisdiction. In the year 1286, when Scotland was ruled by guardians for the
Maid of Norway, a commission, dated 25th September, was addressed by the
guardians to Henry, Abbot of Aberbrothock, and David de Betum, who were
‘directed to inquire by good and faithful men of the country in what state the
pasture belonging to the land of Strin [Scryne, near Arbroath], in the tenement of
Panmure, was on the day on which the late King Alexander of good memory died.
And if the holding of Christian of Maule in relation to the said pasture was
altered, they were to restore her to the same state therein as she was on the day of
the king’s death. The commissioners reported that, in presence of Ingeram of
Baillale, William of Brechin, Henry of Gorlay, Robert of Betum, knights, and
other trustworthy men, on the Monday next before the Feast of 8t Luke Evan-
gelist, they had made strict inquest by suitors of the baronies of Angus, and other
true men, sworn and examined, and had found that the said pasture, which is
called Salmanmore, of right belongs to the lands of Strin in the tenement of
Pannemore, and was in peaceable occupation of the said Christian on the day of
the king’s death, and they therefore, in terms of their commission, restored the:
said Christian to her former right of said pasture.’?

A somewhat similar commission was issued in 1325 by King Robert the Bruce.
It was dated ‘at Aberbrothock the 22d day of June, and in the twentieth year
of our reign." The commission was addressed to Bernard, Abbot of Arbroath,
chancellor, and Alexander Fraser, the king's chamberlain, who were instructed to
ascertain what liberties the burgh of Dundee possessed under former Scottish
kings. At this time the country was emerging from the long War of Independence,
and the btirghs, with the return of peace, were resuming their trade, and looking to
the preservation of their ancient liberties, the evidence of which had in many cases
been lost in the war. It was not until two years after the commission was issued
that it was acted upon. In 1327 the commissioners repaired to Dundee, where
they examined a great many witnesses, not only burgesses of the town, but persons

1 Reg. Vetus de Aberbrothoc—Preface, p. xxil.  333. It has also been printed in *Documents
2 This interesting ‘ Note of Return by the Com- Illustrative of the History of Scotland,’ published
missioners of the Guardians of Scotland’ was under the direction of the Lord Clerk Register

printed from the original in the Harleian Collection  of Scotland, and in the ‘ Registrum de Panmure,’
in the ‘ Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc,’ pp. 832, Preface, pp. clxvii., olxviii.



96 HISTURY OF ARBROATH. [ParT LI

from Arbroath, Montrose, Forfar, and more distant burghs. The result of the
examination was the issue of a royal charter, confirming to the town of Dundee
its old privileges and liberties. The original of this document is still preserved in
the burgh archives of Dundee.!

Nor was it only in the preservation of laws and learning, the administration of
justice, and the conservation of popular rights, that the monasteries did useful work.
Their contributions to the material comfort of the people tended in an important
degree to the growth of civilization. It was not by their personal example alone,
as handicraftsmen in the best days of their system, that the monks encouraged the
arts. The erection and maintenance of their great churches gave employment to
workmen, who in other ways also enjoyed the patronage of the monks. Then we
are indebted to the monasteries for what may seem perhaps not a very large, but
which was really an important gift—the introduction into this country of many of
our kitchen vegetables, as well as fruits, which had been previously unknown in
Scotland. There is a small local trace of the service of the monks of Arbroath in
this direction in the numerous orchards which used to be within the burgh and its
liberties, and in the ¢ Arbroath ozlin,’ a sweet-tasted apple, originally brought from
the Continent by one of the Abbots, and planted in his own garden. Some of these
apple trees are still to be found in the older gardens of the town. Poultry and the
dairy were also not beneath the fostering care of the monks.

Agriculture owes much to the prudence, as well as liberality, with which the
nionasteries managed their extensive estates. In the Registers of Arbroath we have
abundant evidence that the monks were good landlords. At a time when probably
no lay landlord acted in the same manner, and when, indeed, the unsettled state of
society must have been & great barrier in the way of landlords doing so, however well
disposed they might be, the monks of Arbroath granted leases for the now regular
term of nineteen years, and frequently for longer periods. When they had a good
tenant, they gave him all reasonable encouragement to stay on his farm. At the same
time, they appear to have been anxious to guard against persons not fully approved
by them being admitted as their tenants. This gave rise to a curious regulation.
Widows, being tenants of the Abbey, were not allowed to marry without the
Abbot’s consent. The predial arrangements of the monks made it incumbent on
many of their tenants and cottars to give service in harvest work, and other forms
of agricultural labour. Some were required to provide wool, wood, peats, and
slates, but military service exempted from preedial service.? From their interest in

! Municipal History of Dundee, pp. 19, 20. ? Reg. Nig. de Aberb, Pref. p. xvii.
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agriculture, it follows, as a matter of course, that trade was encouraged by the monks,
and in one of the Arbroath Registers we have some notices of early banking.! The
monks took considerable interest in fishings, from which, as has been seen, part of
their revenue was derived, and which were of special importance to them, as
supplying an article of diet indispensable during the numerous fasts of the Church.
They are found giving permission to take bait from the shores of Monifieth, which
belonged to the monastery. The permission was given to the white fishers of Port-
in-Craig, who paid for the privilege six white fish for every day’s fishing of each
small line.? The fact of herrings in salt and barrel being a portion of the Abbey
rents from Inverness® is curious, but it can scarcely mean that herrings were not
then found off the Forfarshire coast.

The erection of bridges was a sign of internal prosperity, and the editors of
the Arbroath Chartulary notice that early in the thirteenth century the monastery
had built bridges over the streams on their lands. They mention this as a proof of
‘the great progress in civilization which Scotland had made during the reign of
William and the peaceful times of the two Alexanders.’* Few of these bridges
survived the wars of the beginning of the fourteenth century, and it was long
before they were replaced.

The glimpses into the domestic manners of the people which are glven in the
Abbey Registers are just sufficient to raise the desire to know more. The monks had
a lodging, or ‘hostilage,” in more than one of the Scottish burghs. In the burgh of
Peebles they possessed land, which was granted in 1317, by the Abbot and convent,
to ¢ William called Maceon,’ burgess of Peebles, and his heirs, for a feu-duty of ¢ two’
shillings of silver in each year at the feast of the Holy Trinity, and finding honest
lodging for the Abbot of Arbroath who shall be for the time, and for his monks,
associates, and clerks, their bailies and attorneys, coming for the business and causes
of the monastery, as often as they shall arrive, each according to his station, with
their domestics; a hall in which they may becomingly eat, with a table, trestles, and
other furniture, a spence with a buttery, a chamber or chambers where they may
comfortably sleep, a decent kitchen, and a stable for their horses ; they shall provide
also, on the coming of the aforesaid persons, sufficient fuel as well in the hall and
chamber as in the kitchen, white candles of tallow, which are commonly called
candles of Paris, straw or rushes for the hall and chamber, and salt for the tables.
Moreover, when the messengers or runners of the Abbot shall come to dwell there,

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoo, p. 297. 3 Reg. Nig. de Aberbrothoo, pp. 68, 69,

3 Ibid. pp. 156, 157. 4 Reg. Vot. de Aberbrothoo—Preface, p. xxix.
B
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they shall be admitted without guinsaying, but the said William and his heirs shall
not be liable for the cost of their food.’! Grants of hostilages [tenements] in
Stirling and Dundee contain similar stipulations with regard to accommodation for
the Abbot and monks. The charters indicate the style of furnishing of a good class
of lodging in Soottish towns early in the fourteenth century. One of the accessories
of the Stirling hostilage was a stable capable of receiving thirty horses.?

To observe hospitality was one of the objects for which every monastic estab-
lishment existed, and the poesessions of Arbroath Abbey were large emough to
enable the monks to perform this duty with princely liberality. The poor, persons
of the pauper class, which was a very numerous class under the monastic system,
received regular relief at the almonry. The Abbot was frequently called upon
to provide entertainment for another class—great persons of the land. Among
the visitors to the Abbey in the year 1488 there were the king and the arch-
bishop.? These royal and episcopal visits were incidentally noticed by Abbot
David Lichtone, in an ordinance which he made, about the year 1489, for the
‘provisioning of the Abbey. It appears from this order that the monks used
annually 800 wedders ; nine soore of marts [salted beeves] and fresh, all the year;
salted codfish, 1500 ; salmon, from the Abbey’s fishings at Dundee, Broughty Ferry,
and Montrose, 11 barrels; dry haddocks and speldings, 1200; large supplies of
fresh sea fish, to be bought daily, £60 a-year being allowed for the purpose; eggs
and butter, to the value of 20 merks; lamb, veal, grice, and chickens, £20; two
dozen swine and boars ; wheat, 30 chalders ; oatmeal, 40 chalders ; malt, 82 chalders;
with large quantities of spices, and £20 for candles. The officers, granitor and
cellarer, are warned not to be slothful in the discharge of their duty, ‘sen God,
of His grace, has given the place largely to live upon.’ It was added, as a
memorandum, that in the year 1488, when ¢ the kinges hienes was heir twys, the
archebischop thris, and the lordis of the realme and all otheris hosepitality keipit,’
the charges of the old cellarer were but £500, 29s. 4d. [Scots], and that this sum
was now exceeded in the ¢ memoriale,’ or estimate, by £27.¢ These supplies are
indicative of a large hoepitality. It is probably to some one who had been
entertained at the Abbey that we are indebted for the venerable local proverb :
¢ 8t Thomas is kind to strangers.’

1 Regis, Vet. de Aberb., pp. 300, 801. This charter ! Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoo, p. 276.
has been reprinted, with a translation, by the 3 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, p. 262,
Scottish Records Society, in * Charters and Docu- ¢ Registrum Nigram de Aberbrothoc, pp.
ments relating to the Burgh of Peebles,’ pp. 6-8. 262, 263.
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CHAPTER VI.

CIVIL HISTORY OF THE ABBEY—THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE—CONVENTION OF
THE ESTATES AT THE ABBEY—BATTLE OF ARBROATH.

URING the first century of its existence, the monastery of Arbroath shared

in the prosperity which Scotland enjoyed in the later penod of the reign of

its roya] founder, and in the reigns of his son and grandson, the Second and Third

Alexanders. All these princes, William and the Alexanders, visited the Abbey

frequently, according to the itinerant habit of Scottish royalty in those early ages.

Kings were apt to spend a large part of their revenues upon the retinue of the

court, and perhaps it was in this way that even the prudent Alexander II. found

himself under the necessity of borrowing a sum of money from the monks of

Arbroath. The king got the money, and he undertook that neither the monks nor
their convent should suffer any loss by extending to him their credit.!

The Abbey and two of its Abbots occupy a prominent place in the history
of the period, so disastrous to the nation, which followed the death of Alexander ITI.
On 27th June 1292, about five months before John Baliol accepted the crown on
condition of doing homage to the king of England, and consequently before the
war had emerged, Edward L directed an order from Berwick-on-Tweed, in which
one of the monks of Arbroath was nearly concerned, and of which this is a
translation from the Latin of the original document :—

‘For Master Alan of Dumfries and Adam of
Aberbrothok.

‘ The king, and lord superior of the kingdom of
Sootland, to his beloved and trusty Master Alan
of Dumfries, chancellor of Sootland, greeting.
Because by intimation of certain of our trusty
friends we have heard that you and our beloved
Adam of Aberbrothok, a clerk [clergyman] as-
sociated with you in the chancellor’s office of
the kingdom of Sootland in the time of A—
of good memory, late Bishop of Caithness, chan-

cellor of Scotland, were delayed at Edinburgh at
your own charges in waiting our pleasure, while
the office of the foresaid chancellorship was
vacant, for fifteen weeks, and after the death of
William of Dumfries, late chancellor of the
same kingdom, for twenty days: We, wishing
to order your above-mentioned charges, have
oonceded to each of you for the same time
two shillings sterling a-day, to be received for
your foresaid oharges; and therefore we en-
join you that, by letters patent, sealed with

1 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc, p. 224,
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the seal assigned to the government of Scotland, the said fifteen weeks and twenty days, two
you give command to our beloved and trusty shillings a-day, without delay. That which he
Alexander de Baliol, chamberlain of Scotland, shall have paid to you we wish to be placed in
that he cause to be paid to each of you, for his acoounts.’?

This order shows the king of England in the active exercise of the government of
Scotland as its ¢ lord superior.’

When Baliol resolved on renouncing his allegiance to Edward 1., it was Henry,
Abbot of Arbroath, accompanied by three of his monks, who carried the message to
this effect from his king to the English monarch. A graphic account is given by
Wyntoun of the Abbot's mission. After describing the irritation of the Scotch at
the homage extorted from Baliol by Edward, and their determination to send some
¢gret man that was lele’ to enter a solemn protest against the validity of the

transaction, the chronicler proceeds :

‘The Abbot off Abbyrbrothok than, All thus may wndyrstandyn be ;
Dene Henry than callyd, a cunnand man, “ Now may yhe se, that a fwle swne
Be cownsale he wes chosyn thare [at Soone) Here a fwlys deid has dwne :
Off this charge to be berrare, Cwm till ws gyve he na wille,
For he wes rwyd, off gret lowrdnes, But dowt we sall cum hym till.”
‘Wyth mony men he lathyd wes : ¢ Set this Abbot wes messyngere
This message thai gert him tak for-thi, This kyng made hym bot lowryd chere :
And on he passyd rycht hastyly Nowthir to mete na ma
‘Wyndr cwndyt off schort space. Callyd thai this Abbot Den Henry.

¢ Quhen he to Lwndyn cumyn wes, Set he wes lathyd for lowrdnes,
To the kyng in till presens A stowt man and a lele he wes;
Off hys gret cownsall wyth reverens And in hys cownsall he wes wys,
Hyns charge he delyveryd thare, And dyd this charge all at dewys.
The kyng than made hym answare, And, for his cwndyt was nere gane,
“ A/ cefol felun tel foly fettis.” Langare cwndyt he askyd nane ;
In Frawnkis quhen this he had sayd thare, Bot fra he this charge had dwne,
In Frawnkis he said yhit forthirmare, In Sootland hame he sped hym swne.
¢ S’il ne voit venir a nos, nos vendrum a ly.” Nevyrtheles he wes in dowt,
The fyrst Frawnkis in propyrté Or his owndyt wes worne owt,’?

Abbot Henry was soon followed into Scotland by Edward and the English army,
and at Brechin Baliol laid down his uneasy crown. On his way to Brechin,
Edward proceeded by way of Arbroath. He arrived at Forfar on the 3rd of July
1296, and on the 7th of the same month he was at Arbroath. On the day of his
arrival, Edward seems to have left Arbroath for Farnell and Montrose, but he did
not take his departure from the Abbey before he had exacted homage from the
monks, together with four knights. After depriving Baliol of his royalty, the
English monarch marched northward to Elgin, with the purpose of bringing the

! Rotuli Sootise, vol. i. p. 9, * Wyntoun's Cronykil (Edin. 1872), vol. ii. p. 897,
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whole kingdom of Scotland under his obedience. In his southern march, Edward
again came by way of Arbroath. He arrived at the Abbey on the 6th of August,
and fixed his quarters at the Abbot’s house for the night, leaving next day for
Dundee.! In the following year, Edward made this order in favour of the Abbot

and convent, concerning money which had been withheld from them :—

‘The King to his beloved and trusty John de
Warenne, Earl of Surrey, his custodier of the
oountry and kingdom of Sootland, greeting.

‘On the part of ours in Christ, the Abbot and
oonvent of Aberbroh, it has been shown to us that
when Alexander, lste king of Scotland, by his
different charters, had given and conceded to the
same Abbot and convent fourteen pounds six
‘hillings and eightpence yearly, to be received

the hands of the sheriffs of Forfar and
from the dues charged from their bailiffs,

\ to be applied to pious uses by the same

ot and convent, as is ocontained more fully

in the foreeaid charters, and our sheriffs of the
foresaid counties withhold the foresaid money
from the foresaid Abbot and convent, and refuse
to pay it to them, to the no small loss and
trouble of that Abbot and convent; and because
on acoount of our reverence for the blessed
Thomas the Martyr, the patron of the same
Abbey, we wish to show favour to the foresaid
Abbot and convent, with this view we charge
that if it is found by you to be so, then to
cause satisfaction to be given to them concerning
the foresaid fourteen pounds six shillings and
eightpenoe of annuals.’?

Although winning the battle of Falkirk in 1298, Edward found it necessary
to make a third expedition into Scotland in 1303. In that year he again visited
Arbroath, arriving there on 1st August.® From Arbroath, he marched north by
Brechin to Aberdeen and Moray, in his progress meeting with no serious opposition.
But the subjugation of Scotland was not of long continuance, Baliol’s humilintion
being followed, in 1314, by the battle of Bannockburn. That battle, however,
did not put an end to the attempts of the English kings to bring Scotland under
their sovereignty. Edward II., who had neither the statesmanship nor the
soldierly ability of his father, invoked the authority of the Papal See to do that
for him which at Bannockburn his own arms had signally failed to accomplish.
In response to the appeal made to him by the English king, the Pope, as supreme
Christian pastor, exerted his influence in favour of peace. But the injunctions of
his Holiness were addressed unequally to the two Powers. The king of England
was treated with the formal respect due to a sovereign prince, and it was into
England that there was sent the bull threatening Bruce with excommunication if he
should renew the war within two years. The king of Scots, on the other hand, in
the sealed letters sent to him, was addressed only as ‘ Robert Bruce, governing
in Scotland.’ Bruce was at the Abbey of Arbroath, in the year 1317, when he
received the Papal envoys (two cardinals), and read the Pope such a lesson in

! Bannatyne Miscellany, vol. L p. 280. 3 Rotuli Sootise, vol. i. p. 40. 3 Ibid. vol. i p. 53,
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courtesy as in that age few persons would have ventured to address to the occupant
of 8t Peter’s chair. ¢ Among my barons,’ said the king, ¢ there are many named
Robert Bruce, who share in the government of Scotland ; these letters may possibly
be addressed to them, but they are not addressed to me, who am king of Scotland.’?
And so the messengers of his Holiness had to take back their letters, Bruce insisting
on his recognition by the Pope as king of Scotland, as an essential preliminary to
his agreeing to any cessation of hostilities.

It was three years after that discomfiture of the Pope in the persons of his
messengers, that, on the 6th of April 1320, a memorable Convention of the Estates
of Scotland was held at the Abbey. The immediate cause of this convention was
the continued negotiation of the king of England with Pope John, which reeulted
in the Pope sending a nuncio, threatening the king and whole nation of Scotland
with excommunication if they refused to accept Edward II. as lord-paramount of the
kingdom. Bruce presided at the Convention, and although no mention is made in it
of the clergy, it was probably his chancellor, Bernard de Linton, Abbot of Arbroath,
who drew up the remarkable letter which the Estates agreed to send to Rome.
The original of this letter is preserved in the General Register House, Edinburgh,
and it is printed, together with a fac-simile, in the Acts of the Parliaments.? His
Holiness is addressed in a thoroughly respectful strain. The barons briefly describe
the desolations which had been wrought in Scotland by the ambition of the king of
England, who had attacked the country at a time ¢ when it was without a king or
head, and when the people were unacquainted with wars and invasions.’ The
deliverance wrought by King Robert, who, ¢ like another Joshua or Maccabeeus, had
most cheerfully undergone all manner of toil, fatigue, hardship, and hagard,’ is then
set forth, and Bruce is declared to have been made king by Divine Providence, by
the right of succession atcording to law and custom, and by the assent and consent
of the people. It may be observed that there is nothing in this letter to support the
¢ divine right of kings,” which indeed was the slavish invention of a subsequent age.
With much the same independence and energy which the English barons had
displayed at Runymede, when they extorted the Great Charter from John, the barons
of Scotland tell the Pope that they adhere to their king both on account of his right
and merit, and ‘as being the person who has restored the people’s safety and
defended their liberties. But,’ they add, ¢if this prince should leave the principles
he has so nobly pursued, and copsent that we, or our kingdom, be subjected to the
king or people of England, we shall immediately endeavour to expel him as our

1 Foedera, iii, 649, 2 Acts of the Parliaments of Sootland, vol. i. pp. 114, 115,
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enemy, and as the subverter both of his own and our rights, and will make us a
king who will defend our liberties ; for 8o long as there shall but one hundred of
us remain alive, we will never subject us to the dominion of the English. It is not
glory, it is not riches, neither is it honour, but it is liberty alone that we fight and
contend for, which no honest man will lose but with his life.’ The letter is dated
‘at the monastery of Aberbrothock, in Scotland, the 6th day of April in the year
of our Lord 1320, and of the reign of our said king the 15th year.’

This appeal to the Pope is one of the noblest State papers which the mediseval
or any other age has produced. It answered its purpose. The English king, who
had thought to carry his point by secret diplomacy, declined, when called upon, to
debate the matter at Rome, and the independence of Scotland, its Church, and king,
were recognised by the Papal See. The Pope suspended the sentence of excom-
munication. He also sent a letter to the king of England, exhorting him to make
peace with the Scots, in order that the war against the Infidels in the Holy Land
might go on without being impeded by the hostilities of one Christian nation against
another.

Scotland thus regained its independent existence as a nation, but it was centuries
before it recovered the prosperity which the War of Independence had destroyed. In
a litigation which arose between the Abbot and convent of Arbroath and William,.
perpetual vicar of Arbirlot, there is seen a trace of the ruin which the long wars
produced in the immediate neighbourhood of the town of Arbroath. The cause,
which was heard in the court of the Bishop of St Andrews, was about an annual
payment of two merks due by the vicar to the Abbey, with arrears for twenty years.
It was settled thus: The Abbot and convent, considering the state of the vicarage,
its inability, sterility, and the devastation of the parish in bygone times by war,
remitted all the arrears until Pentecost in the year of grace 1323, excepting one
merk of silver, to be paid at the festivals of Pasch and St Michael the Archangel in
1324, in equal apportionments, and the vicar bound himself to pay yearly what was
contained in a former decree by David, Bishop of St Andrews.!

During the wars the Abbey contributed to the Crown the liberal subsidy of a
twentieth mark of their lands. The lands of the Abbey were enfranchised, and,
except in cases of national emergency, the holders of such lands could not be called
upon for subsidies. It was on such an occasion that the Abbey aided the Crown
with its money. But, according to custom, the Crown made a declaration that
the granting of this aid should not interfere with the privileges of the Abbey,

1 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc, pp. 308, 309,
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among which were the exemption of its lands from common aids and ocontributions.
The declaration was made by Robert the Steward on behslf of David IL The
subsidy was described as ¢ pure alms, contributed by the monks of their own free
will,’ when the town of Perth was besieged, and ¢ because those who were liable in
the common aid could not then fully perform what .the emergency of the time
required.” It was added that ¢ this act of grace should not be used to their prejudice
hereafter.’!

Much disorder in the country was one of the consequences of the wars with
England. The wars weakened the central authority of the State, and they thus had
the ultimate effect of aggravating in Scotland that lawlees violence which was
everywhere, more or less, a characteristic of feudal times. A conspicuous instance
of this violence is that which is kmown in history as the battle of Arbroath. The
battle was fought in the minority of James II., when the great house of Douglas
was proving almost more than a match for the royal house of Stuart, and when
tumults of the dimensions of civil war raged all over the country, draining away
its very life, The battle of Arbroath broke out on Sunday, 23d January 1445, at
the Abbey gate.? As furnishing a striking illustration of the disturbed state of the
country, it has been reported by all Scottish historians ; and although there are some
differences in detail, on the main facts they are agreed. The cause of the strife was
the appointment by the monks of the Master of Crawford to be their chief justiciar,
or bailie of regality, to whom, in virtue of that office, it fell to dispense law and
justice throughout the domain of the monastery. The Lindsays, whose chief was
the Earl of Crawford, were allied with the Douglases, and were at that time the
most powerful family in Angus. It was doubtless a consideration of this which led
the monks to confer the bailiwick of the Abbey on the Earl's eldest son, thus placing
themselves under the protection of the Lindsays. But in the Master they discovered
that they had got a master indeed. He was a man who even in that lawless age
was marked out by the fierceness of his character. 'When he came to be head of his
house he was variously known as ¢ The Tiger Earl’ and ¢ Earl Beardie,’ the former
appellation being suggested by his ferocity, the latter by his long, bushy beard.
Crawford, after being made their justiciar, gave Abbot Walter and his monks &
good deal of trouble. He quartered large bands of his followers upon the Abbey,
und it may well be supposed that with such a master the men were not particularly

1 Registrum Prioratus 8. Andree, p. 224. . him, on the ta part, and the Erll of Craufurd on
2 “ The yer of God X.0000.XLV., the xxiii. day of the tother part, met at the yettis of Arbroth onane
Jannar, the Erll of Huntlie, and the Ogilbeis with  Sonday laite, and faucht.’—‘Auchinleck Chronicle.”
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temperate in their behaviour. It was thus that the Master of Crawford proved himself
‘ uneasy to the convent ;' and the monks, not feeling that they were under obliga-
tion to retain even one of the great Lindsays when they were dissatisfied with him,
dismissed him from his office. The bailiwick was then conferred upon a member
of another of the powerful families of Angus, Alexander Ogilvy of Inverquharity.
The monks were entitled to dispose of it as they pleased, but the Ogilvys, in addi-
tion to the right of election, had a hereditary claim to the office. However, it was
easier for the monks to elect a new justiciar than to give him peaceable possession.
The Master of Crawford disputed the right of Ogilvy, and after sundry vain attempts
to reconcile the conflicting interests, the matter came to the arbitrament of the
sword. It was characteristic of this melancholy period that ¢ bonds’ were entered
into by one feudal chief to assist another in the petty wars which he might wage
against his neighbours, and indeed it was difficult for any proprietor of the soil to
regist being drawn into those ignoble feuds. It was in terms of such a bond that
Douglas sent a party of the Hamiltons from Clydesdale to help the Master of
Crawford in his quarrel. The Lindsays, it is said, appeared before the Abbey with
an army of a thousand men. On the other side, Ogilvy of Inverquharity mustered
his vassals. He had an advantage in happening to entertain a party of his friends
at the time when the strife was impending ; for they, in compliance with the feudal
usage which required the guest to espouse his host’s quarrel, fought on the side of
the Ogilvys. One of Ogilvy’s friends was Sir Alexander Seton of Gordon, after-,
wards Earl of Huntly and ¢ Cock of the North,’ who was on his way to Strathbogie
when he broke his journey at the Castle of Inverquharity. Others of Ogilvy’s
guests were Sir John Oliphant of Aberdagie, Maxwell of Tealing, Brucklay of
Gartley, Forbes of Pitsligo, and Gordon of Borrowfield. These gentlemen and their
attendants accompanied the Ogilvys to Arbroath. They appear to have been out-
numbered by their opponents, but they did not shrink from the strife, and the two
armies drew up in line of battle. It was when they were in this position, when the
combat was about to begin, that the Earl of Crawford arrived on the field. He had
ridden in hot haste from Dundee to Arbroath, and was desirous to make a last
attempt to prevent those hostilities the prospect of which his ¢ Tiger’ son probably
enjoyed. With this purpose he rode between the lines, in order to confer with
Ogilvy, when one of the latter's men threw a spear, which struck the Earl in the
mouth, so that he instantly fell dead. The death of Crawford was brought about
by accident rather than intention ; at any rate, the accounts say that the man who
killed him was ignorant of his rank and peaceable purpose. But the death of the
I
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Earl put an end to all hope of an amicable solution of the difficulty. His clansmen,
with the Hamiltons, rushed furiously upon the Ogilvys, who did not long withstand
their onset. In addition to the advantage of their probably superior numbers, it
appears, from the account of the battle given by Buchanan, that the Lindsays
resorted to a stratagem, which told in their favour. Buchanan says that while both
armies stood with their spears upright, appearing in the form of a grove, one of the
Lindsays cried out, * Why do you bring those goads with you, as if you had to do
with oxen? Pray, throw them away, and let us fight it out with our swords, hand
to hand, by true valour, as becomes men.'! The result of this appeal was that the
men on both sides threw away their spears, except a hundred of the Clydesdale
men. These are said to have held the tops or points of their spears in their hands,
trailing them at their backs; ¢ but when they came to hand blows, then they held
their spears out as a thick fence before them, and broke the ranks of their enemics,
daunted at the sight of weapons which they did not expect.’! Thus overpowered,
the Ogilvys were driven from the field ; but about three miles from the town, at the
Loan of the Leys, near what is now the village of Leysmill, they rallied, and turned
desperately upon their pursuers. The fight at the Leys lasted for several hours, till
the sun went down, and it resulted in the death of Ogilvy and of Forbes of Pitsligo.
About five hundred of the Ogilvys are said to have fallen in the battle at Arbroath
and at the Leys. The Lindsays also, although victorious, suffered severely, and re-
ceived such a check at the second engagement as prevented them from continuing
the pursuit of their enemy, who retreated to Kinnell. Huntly, mounting a horse,
got safely away to the North. As for the laird of Inverquharity, the accounts that
are given of his fate differ somewhat from each other. It has been generally stated
that, being wounded, he was captured on the field by the Lindsays. Holinshed says
that he was led to the Castle of Finhaven, ¢ where shortly after he died of his
hurts.’? Buchanan says that he died of his wounds ‘and grief of mind together,
while he was in the hands of his enemies.” Another version of the matter is, that
in the Castle of Finhaven he was smothered in bed by his own sister, the Countess
of Crawford, in revenge for the death of her husband. The local tradition is
different from these accounts. According to it, Ogilvy was killed outright in the
engagement at the Loan of the Leys, and his men, on retiring upon Kinnell, carried
away his body and that of Forbes of Pitsligo. In a field near the church of Kinnell,
since called the ¢ Threap Meadow,’ they debated what was to be done with the
corpse of their leader, and the reasonable conclusion was come to that it should be

1 Buchanan's History of Scotland, book xi. 2 Scottish Chronicle (Arbroath edit.), vol. ii. p. £4.
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interred in the aisle of the neighbouring church. This part of the building got the
name of the ¢ Ogilvy aisle,’ and it bore this couplet :

‘ While girss grows green and water rins clear,
Let nane but Ogilvys lie here.’

The aisle existed till the demolition of the old church of Kinnell in 1855. A few
years ago, on the death of the late Rev. Dr Walker, minister of that parish, the
ground on which the Ogilvy aisle had stood was opened for his interment, and the
remains of two males-and a female were brought to light. The female is believed
to have been Marion, or Mariota, Ogilvy, the morganatic wife of Cardinal Beaton.
Her father possessed Braikie, in the parish of Kinnell. One of the males whose
remains were discovered had been of gigantic size, which accords with the descrip-
tion given of Ogilvy’s stature. It is strongly confirmatory of the truth of the
local tradition that Ogilvy’s boots and spur long hung in the church aisle. The
boots, much decayed, are said to have been seen by aged persons recently deceased.
The spur is still to be seen. When the old church was removed, Dr Walker took
charge of the spur, this relic of four centuries ago, and it is now fixed in the
vestibule of the present parish church of Kinnell. The spur is of great size.

After the battle, the Tiger Earl let loose his army upon the estates of his
enemies, ‘ and the flames of their castles, the slaughter of their vassals, the plunder
of their property, and the captivity of their wives and children, instructed the
remotest adherents of the justiciar of Arbroath how terrible was the vengeance
which they had provoked.’! Tt was this battle which originated the couplet :

‘An Ogilvy in green
Should never be seen.’
The allusion in the rhyme is to the circumstance that when they fought at Arbroath
the defeated side wore green tartan, to which the clan ever afterwards had a strong
aversion. The same couplet, with the sole alteration of the name, is applied to the
Lindsays, who soon after the battle of Arbroath fought ‘at Brechin, under Earl
Beardie, against the royal forces commanded by the Earl of Huntly. ¢Like the
Ogilvy followers at the battle of Arbroath,’ says Mr Jervise, ‘the Lindsays on this
occasion were mostly habited in green-coloured uniforms, and to this circumstance
Beardie is said to have attributed the loss of this field, as the Ogilvys did of
Arbroath.’? The same writer states that Thomas Ogilvy, younger brother of the
laird of Inverquharity, fought against his clan at the battle of Arbroath, and he
‘ took part at an after period in the destruction of the castle of his birth. For this

! Tytler's History of Scotland, vol. iv. p. 59, 2 Land of the Lindsays, p. 147,
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he had a_grant of the lands of Clova from Crawford, who was then the possessor ot
them, and thus founded the Clova branch of the Ogilvys.’!
The battle of Arbroath was commemorated in an old ballad, only four lines of
which have come down to this age. They run thus:
¢ At Arbrod yett the pley began,
To the Loan o’ the Leys they did rin,

An’ there the battle did begin,
An’ the Lindsays ower the Ogilbys ran.’

From time to time, uncoffined, or rudely coffined, remains have been turned up in
Arbroath, which are believed to be those of persons who fell in battle on that winter
day upwards of four centuries ago. At the Leys, too, many cairns were erected
over the slain. One of those cairns, carefully protected, still exists. It is situated
on the estate of Middleton, a few hundred yards from the Friockheim station of the
Caledonian Railway.

In 1488, forty-three years after the battle of Arbroath, the monks twice in the
course of the year gave peaceable entertainment to King James III. and his suite.,
They also in the same year had three visits from the Archbishop of St Andrews,
with his retinue, besides visits from sundry nobles. These were the visits referred
to in the ordinance of Abbot David Lichtone as to the provisioning of the Abbey.2
Kings frequently lodged at the monastery. James IV, seems to have been there
soon after, through the tragic death of his father, he ascended the throne. His
successor, James V., the ¢ King of the Commons,’ author of ‘ The Gaberlunzie Man,’
the jovial, roving Prince, who yet turned his face to the wall, and died in bed of a
broken heart, was at the Abbey in none of his frequent disguises, but with the
retinue of royalty. The daughter of James passed through Arbroath on one of the
early days of November 1562, when she was on her way south from her and Lord
Moray's northern expedition, in which, at the battle of Corrichie, the power of the
Gordons was for a time crushed. The battle was fought on 28th October 1562,
and ‘upon the 4th of November,’ says Pitscottie, ¢ the queen came from Aberdeen
to Dunnottar, and from thence to Bonnington, Arbroath, and Dundee.’s It is
probable that on this occasion Queen Mary visited the Abbey, and was entertained
by its commendator, a zealous supporter of her throne, Lord John Hamilton. If so,
the queen was the last royal person who was at the Abbey of Arbroath. But in
1570 it was the scene of one of the many conflicts between her adherents and those
of her son, in the civil tumults of that unhappy time. On this occasion, as in 1445,

1 Land of the Lindsays, p. 144, 3 Supra,p.58. 3 Pitacottie’s Hist. of Soot. (Edin. 1778), p. 334,
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a Douglas and a Gordon were on opposite sides. George Douglas, who was on the
king’s side, took possession of the Abbey, to which he had been postulated as
commendator. He was besieged in it by the Earl of Huntly, but the siege was

raised by the Earl of Morton, and Huntly retreated to Brechin, followed by Morton,

who obtained the advantage over him. This occasion is the last on which the
Abbey of Arbroath appears in the civil history of the nation.

CHAPTER VII.
THE ABBOTS.

LMOST nothing is known of the personal history of the monks of Arbroath,
with. the exception of the Abbots, and the majority of them even, although

in their day they exerted a considerable power, are mere mitred shadows. The
very surnames of the earlier Abbots are unknown. Reginald, the first Abbot,
died in the year—1178—of his removal from Kelso to the new monastery at
Arbroath. Henry, another of the monks of Kelso, succeeded him in the following
year, and held the abbacy till about 1201. The editors of the Chartulary, who in
their prefaces to that work give a list of the Abbots, were not quite agreed as to
two of them. One of these was the third on the list, to whom the name of Ralph
is given, but about whose existence Mr Innes was not so clear as was his co-editor,
Mr Chalmers. Gilbert, who had been prior of the monastery, became Abbot in
1214, and  held the office for about eight or ten years. During the time of these
Abbots, the Abbey buildings had been in course of erection. They were completed
in the time of Gilbert’s successor, another Ralph (Radolphus de Lamley), and he
was Abbot when, on the 8th of the Ides of March 1233, the Abbey Church was
dedicated. Ralph became Bishop of Aberdeen in 1239, when he is supposed to
have resigned the abbacy. The next Abbot whose name appears in the Chartularv
was Adam, who in 1242 granted the lands of Conveth and others in feu-farm to
John Wischard, and who continued in office in 1245. Walter, who followed in
the succession, was Abbot in 1252, and his name appears in charters granted in
1256. In his time, or his predecessor’s, the year being 1249, there was a dispute
between the Abbot and convent and the vicars of their parish churches. The
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vicars complained that their stipends were not sufficient for their sustenance. The
matter was inquired into at Arbroath by the diocesan, the Bishop of St Andrews,
and the result was that he made an order determining the amount of stipend which
should be paid to the vicars.! Abbot Walter appears to have been succeeded by
Robert, who was in office in December 1261. 8ix years after, this Abbot was
. expelled from the monastery by his own monks, for what cause is not stated. He
appealed to Rome, but no more is known of his history.? Probably his appeal was
not successful, for in 1267, the year of his expulsion, Sabrinus was in the abbacy.
Sabrinus was witness to the foundation charter of Maison Dieu at Brechin. His
tenure appears to have been brief, for in 1268 an Abbot John, the tenth in the
abbacy, was in office. Adam of Inverlouane was the successor of John. Fordun
states that he was Abbot in 1270, and died in 1275. William was in office from
1276 to 1288. On 18th December 1284, Pope Martin IV. confirmed his election
to the see of Dunblane.3

The next Abbot was one of the few whose names stand out with any prominence.
Like those of his predecessors, his surname is unknown; but Abbot Henry, the
fearless messenger of the Scottish Estates to Edward I., lives in history as a patriot
as well a8 a churchman. It is probable that during the ascendency of the English
power in Scotland, after Baliol’s resignation of his uneasy crown, Abbot Henry
was removed from the abbacy. He was Abbot, however, when Edward received
homage at the Abbey in 1292 and 1296. Henry’s successor was Nicholas. On
13th November 1301 this Abbot was promoted by Pope Boniface VIII. to the see
of Dunblane, and his election was confirmed in 1307 by Clement V.4 Abbot John,
his successor, had certainly not been subservient to the English sovereign, whom in
1303 he had to entertain at the Abbey, for he was made a prisoner of war and
carried into England. He either resigned or was removed in 1309.

Bernard de Linton, the next Abbot, was a man imbued with the same spirit as
Abbot Henry. The editors of the Chartulary say that he seems to have been
appointed to the abbacy in 1311, when he had been chancellor of Scotland for some
years.5 He was chancellor during almost the whole of the reign of Robert the
Bruce. Abbot Bernard was scholar and poet as well as churchman, warrior, and
statesman. He wrote a Latin poem on the Scottish victory at Bannockburn, in
which battle, there can be little doubt, he fought beside his sovereign. The Abbot

1 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc, p. 169. 4 Theiner’s  Vetera Monumenta,’ pp. 169, 178.
2 Fordun, x. 21. ® Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc — Preface,
3 Theiner’s ‘ Vetera Monumenta,’ p. 128, p. xv.
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was also employed by Bruce as a diplomatist. In 1312 the Abbot of Arbroath,
who could then be no other than Bernard de Linton, ¢ passed to Norway on the
king’s affairs’” There is evidence that although thus, like many of the great
churchmen of the Middle Ages, largely engaged in State employments, he found
time to discharge his duties as an ecclesiastic, and well maintained the discipline of
the establishment at the head of which he was placed. He resigned the abbacy in
1328, on his becoming Bishop of Sodor. At the same time, he received a temporary
grant of a portion of the Abbey revenues, which appears to have been given partly
as compensation for outlays on the monastéry, and partly in recognition of his
distinguished services to his country.!

Geoffrey was Abbot from 1328 to the end of 1342. Almost the only thing
recorded of him is that he was one of the party who submitted, in 1332, to Edward
Baliol. It was his successor, William, who, in the court of the justiciar at
Forfar, was successful in vindicating the freedom of the Abbey from toll, which the
bailies of Dundee had attempted to enforce against it in their burgh.

John Gedy held office from about 1370, or perhaps a few years earlier, to
about 1395. His seal is appended to the Act of Parliament settling the succession
of the crown, but he is better known in Arbroath as the builder of the harbour.
There was & bitter controversy between Abbot John and the Bishop of Moray, the
bitterness being imported into it by the Bishop, who was probably in a measure
moved by that jealousy of abbots which was common to the episcopate. The Abbot
of Arbroath had appealed to Gregory XI., on the ground that the Bishop of Moray
had refused him or his procurators a copy of a certain process in a case of tithes
between the Abbot and the vicar of Inverness, and had despoiled the Abbot and
convent of thirty-five shillings sterling from their church of Aberchirdor [Marnoch].
Inverness and Aberchirdor, two of the Abbey churches, were situated within the
diocese of Moray. The Bishop, in reply, wrote a long letter to the Pope. Glancing
at ‘ the over-abundance of wealth’ of monks who professed to be dead to the world,
he charged them with provoking revolts against their superiors, which the bishops
claimed to be. In meeting the accusations brought against him by the Abbot of
Arbroath, he accused the Abbot of being ‘aglow with the flame of spite and the
desire of revenge, and not inspired with zeal for justice” Referring to the process
between the Abbot and the vicar of Inverness, he charged the former with having
¢ placed at said church and town of Inverness powerful laymen, whose power and
ferocity could not in any way be resisted, as, for instance, the noble, and a man of

1 Registrum Vetus de Aberbrothoc, pp. 316, 317.
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great power, W[illiam] de Flentoun], who in nume and on the part of said Abbot,
with an armed and great host, violently entered the houses of the foresaid vicar,
broke and caused to be broken lockfast places and doors, destroying, plundering, and
even carrying away with him into his den the victuals and various other things
found there, and in divers ways doing injury to the person and friends of said vicar.
He also threatened the vicar himself with death, so that he durst not enter his own
house or appear anywhere in the town, but was compelled to lie hid within the
church until security, through the pressing instance and intervention or intercession
of many good men, had been accepted by the foresaid potentate in his behalf’ All
this, the Bishop says, was done in irreverence of his ordinary jurisdiction, and of
the authority of the Apostolic See. He further charges the Abbot with having
¢ appointed powerful laymen, who spoil and deprive his poor vicars of the pensions
due them, and henceforth they can but spend a miserable life.” These laymen, it
was added, ¢ oppress the common people. They deprive churches and souls of the
accustomed services to such a degree that because of the power of such seculars the
ordinaries are not able, even with their common ornaments, to do in their churches
as is provided for.” Thus, the church of Inverness was spoiled of its ornaments and
the priestly vestments, and the Bishop said in his letter that even ¢its roof does not
in any degree shelter either the greater altar or the wardrobe from being befouled
or rather jumbled together by the rains as often as they fall’ The Bishop goes on
to say that for the violent invasion and spoliation within his diocese he had excom-
municated the Abbot. However, ‘as lawsuits might be everlasting,’ and as he
embraced those things which pertained to peace, he had instructed that the Abbot
should receive a copy of the process which he had demanded, and he reserved to
himself the right of deciding in the other matters in contention irrespective of the
Abbot’s appeal.l Even from the Bishop's letter, the weakness of parts of his case is
apparent, but there was probably truth in his allegations with regard to the injury
done to parish churches and their vicars by the exactions of the monastery.

The twentieth Abbot was Walter Paniter, of the family of Newmanswalls, near
Montrose. He was Abbot in the year 1411. It was in the time of this Abbot
that the battle of Arbroath was fought. In 1433 he attended the Council of
Basle, which was held for the purpose of taking measures against the followers of
Wycliffe. On 10th May 1433, Henry VI. gave a safe-conduct to Abbot Walter,
‘and ten Scotchmen in his company,’ to enter and pass out of England, and

1 Registrum Episcopatus Moraviensis, pp. 175~ are also printed in ‘ Invernessiana’—a work ocon-
180. The Abbot’s appeal and the Bishop’s letter taining documents rclating to Inverness.



Cuar. VIL] THE ABBOTS. 73

¢ through the king’s town of Calais, on their way to the general council presently
sitting at Basle’! In the time of this Abbot, and probably in part through
his advice, there was a persecution of the early reformers in Scotland. In his
administration of the affairs of the monastery, Abbot Walter, on 20th January
1434, granted a nineteen years' lease of the lands of Muirdrum, near Kinnaldy,?
being the first lease of the kind noticed in the Registers. While this Abbot held
office, Pope Eugenius IV., on 10th July 1436, granted to the Bishop of Glasgow
and the Abbot of Arbroath a charitable subsidy—a thousand ducats—in return
for the sum which they had given to Antony, Bishop of Urbino, his nuncio.?
Walter Paniter resigned the abbacy in consequence of old age.

The next Abbot whose name appears in the Chartulary, after Abbot Walter, is
his prior, Richard Guthrie ; but there appears to have been an Abbot Alexander in
office in 1451, though possibly there may be some confusion of names, ¢ Alexander,
Abbot of Aberbrothock,’ is one of twenty high dignitaries, both of the Church and
State, who are named in a safeconduct granted, in 1451, by Henry VI. to the
Bishop of Glasgow and others, as commissioners of the king of Scotland, to proceed
as far as Newcastle-on-Tyne, or the city of Durham, with a hundred attendants and
as many horses. In the safe-conduct the Abbot’s name appears to be in its proper
place, according to the order of precedence, between those of the Abbots of Melrose
and Dunfermline. Richard Guthrie resigned after holding office for about five
years. But an indifferent character is given of this Abbot by his successor, who
complained that he was ‘nocht active nor gaif intendens for remeid of wrangis dune
to the haly place,’ a reference to dilapidation of the monastic revenues. His
successor was Malcolm Brydy, who previously to his appointment had been prior
of the subordinate house of Fyvie. He was Abbot on 27th July 1456. That
care over the possessions of the Abbey which led to his complaint against his
predecessor brought himself into difficulty. He quarrelled, saye Mr Innes, with
the Bishop of St Andrews, whom he accused of extortion and oppression, especially
in visiting the monastery not in a pastoral manner, and with a lawful number
of followers, but with a hundred or two hundred horsemen in company. The
result of the contention, which took place about the year 1470, was that the Abbot,
having fallen into the power of the Bishop, was thrown by the latter into his
dungeon at St Andrews. He was ultimately deprived, and Richard Guthrie, prior,

1 Rotuli Scotise, vol. ii. p. 286. 3 Theiner’s ¢ Vetera Monumenta,’ p. 375.
? Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, pp. 4 Rotuli Scotism, vol. ii. p. 347.
63, 66. 3 Registrum Nigru de Aberbrothoc, p. 108,
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and professor of theology, was elected in his room.! This Richard Guthrie, who
was in office in May 1471, may have been the same who resigned office fifteen
years before, notwithstanding Abbot Malcolm’s unsatisfactory account of him.
On 11th April 1471, Pope Paul II. granted ‘the provision of the abbacy to
Richard Guther [Guthrie], the king’s confessor.” Abbot Richard was not long
in the abbacy, for it appears, from a writ dated 29th July 1472,% that at that
time an Abbot George was in office. This Abbot continued till his death
in 1482.

The monks, on 8th August 1482, unanimously elected one of their number,
William Bonkyl. This Abbot received high commendation from the sub-prior,
who proposed his election. He was described as ‘a man come of a good family,
meek, quiet, and zealous for peace, loving God and the Church, humble, pious, and
sweet-tempered, and of good manners; a great councillor and defender of the
Church in its affairs, likewise charitable and good ; of age about fifty ; a bountiful
almsgiver, very discreet in spiritual and temporal matters; born of lawful wedlock ;
affable, a good friend, and merciful in the communion of the faithful.”¢ Than the
sub-prior, Thomas Bet, who spoke this, no man could desire a better chronicler.
The election of Abbot William, as was probably customary, was followed by the
singing of the T¢ Deum in the church, and by the ringing of the Abbey bells. On
the supposition’ that all which the sub-prior said was true, it was unfortunate for
the monastery that this good Abbot lived only about a year after his election. He
died in 1483.

There was a division in the monastery with regard to the election of a successor
to William Bonkyl. The chapter assembled for the purpose on 29th July 1483,
when, in consequence of the difference of opinion among them, they, by the advice
of the Archbishop of St Andrews, who was present, elected Sir Alexander Mason,
prior of Fyvie, ¢ compromissar’ for choosing the Abbot. He nominated to the
office Sir David Lichtone, clerk to the king's treasury and archdeacon of Ross.
This arrangement was satisfactory, for it is added that the new Abbot was
received ‘with great joy’ A sum of 3000 gold ducats had to be spent on ex-
pediting the Papal bulls confirming his appointment,® and this debt was long a
burden on the Abbey. Such taxes, drained away to Rome from a poor country,
were reasonably felt as a grievance. They constituted one of the charges

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothock, pp. 3 Regis. Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, pp. 167, 168.
165, 166. 4 Ibid. pp. 184-186.
2 Theiner's ¢ Vetern Monumenta,’ p. 465. 3 Ibid. p. 211.
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brought by Sir David Lyndsay against the ecclesiastical system of his time. The
poet says:
¢ I dar weill say, within this fyftie yeir,
Rome has resett, furth of this regioun,
For bullis and benefyse, quhilk thay by full deir,
Qubhilk mycht ful weil haif payit a kingis ransoun.
Bot, war I worthye for to weir ane crown,
Preistis suld no more our substance so consume,
Sendyng yeirlye so gret ryches to Rome.’!
In December 1502 Abbot David was still in office.

Sir David Lichtone was the last Abbot about whose election the monks had
any trouble. Henceforward the election by the brotherhood must have been merely
a matter of form. When Abbot David died, the sixteenth century had begun—the
century which, when it had half run its course, was to witness the entire overthrow
of the monastic system in Great Britain. That system appears to have been well
adapted to the state of society, political and social, in the primitive and medigeval
ages, but it contained within itself the causes of its own dissolution. Culdee
monasticism had ended in the ruin of the churches and the secularization of their
revenues; the revived monasticism of David, the First and Second Alexanders,
and of William the Lion, however noble the motives which led to its revival, and
however well, on the whole, till about the middle of the fifteenth century, or even
later, those motives were met by the results, fell as did the earlier monasteries.
One cause of its fall was doubtless that it had fulfilled its day, and was no longer
of use to the new day which had come. That is a fate which may overtake
institutions that have retained their purity, which the monasteries did not, and
which may consequently be said to succumb through no fault of their own. Thus,
the abounding hospitality of such a house as Arbroath was for centuries its great
virtue and one of its chief uses. This hospitality did not fall away, but there came
a time when, in the new social state of the country, its practice was not required,
—when, in fact, the benevolence of the monks, instead of doing good in the relief
of that terribly abject poverty which afflicted the middle ages, was only a fresh
cause and feeder of pauperism. Then, while some good was served by conferring
on the monasteries the tithes of the parish churches,—good to learning and civiliza-
tion, as distinguished from religion, for the Abbeys failed as religious teachers,—it
was in the end seen to be a great blunder to take away the property which had
been intended for the support of the parochial clergy. This arrangement proved
nltimately disastrous in two ways. The parish cures, which appear to have been at

1 Poetical Works of 8ir David Lyndsay (Edin, 1871), vol. ii. p. 49,
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first filled by a superior class of clergy, were eventually occupied by inferior and
ignorant men, who in some, it may be in most cases, set before their parishioners the
example of a decent life, but were totally unqualified to be their instructors,—
who, on the contrary, fostered the growing fanaticism and superstition of the people.
While this was going on, the power of the abbeys, and that wealth of theirs, or so
much of it as had not been alienated, which was in part derived from the parochial
establishments, was becoming a means of social and political corruption, a reward
often bestowed by royal influence upon unworthy favourites or unscrupulous
supporters. An incident of this state of things was the frequency of pluralism.
Thus, James, Duke of Ross, brother of King James IV., who, coming after Sir
David Lichtone, is numbered as the twenty-seventh or twenty-eighth Abbot of
Arbroath, was likewise Archbishop of St Andrews. He held the abbacy in
commendam, the plain meaning of which is, that he drew the revenues, while
discharging none of the duties of the office. 1In the same way he held the abbacies
of Dunfermline and Holyrood. And this man, occupying the patriarchal office of
Primate of Scotland, and being nominally at the head of three of its greatest
religious houses, was only twenty-eight years of age when he died. His sucoessor
at Arbroath was of a family which, in a succeeding generation, had a disastrous
influence on the royal house of which the Duke of Ross was a member. This was
George Hepburn, of the family of Bothwell, who, being probably nominated by the
king, was unanimously chosen by the monks. His election by the chapter took
place on 3d February 1503. Hepburn, like his predecessor, was a pluralist.
When appointed to the Abbey, he was provost of the collegiate church of
Lincluden. In 1510 he obtained the bishopric of Sodor, and after that he held
the abbacy of Arbroath ¢n commendam. He likewise possessed the abbey of Iona
as commendator. Such men as these two last-mentioned Abbots were of a different
order from the simple yet powerful ecclesiastics who ruled the monastery in the
earlier centuries of its existence; but although they can scarcely be regarded as
churchmen at all, they were brave Scottish gentlemen, and thus Abbot George
Hepburn fell, where so many of ¢the flowers of the forest were wede away,’
fighting beside his king at Flodden.

The abbacy of Arbroath was not the only great Scottish benefice which was
_vacated on that fatal day at Flodden—there were many of them; and while the
country was suffering acutely from its still open wounds, there was much and
eager grasping after the vacant offices in the Church and the State. For a time it
seemed that the abbacy of Arbroath would be conferred on Gawin Douglas, the
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translator of Virgil into the Scottish of his day. But at this time the power of the
prelates in Scotland was greater than even that of the house of Douglas, and
Gawin, the scholar of the house, had to content himself with the bishopric of
Dunkeld, while Arbroath was granted by the regent, the Duke of Albany, to
James Beaton, Bishop of Glasgow. Beaton was the son of a Fifeshire laird, John
Beaton of Balfour. He was chancellor of the kingdom when he obtained the
abbacy, which he held as commendator till, in 1523, he was appointed archbishop of
St Andrews. Mr Innes says that he then resigned the abbacy in favour of his
nephew.! The language of Knox on the subject implies that he held both offices at
once, along with other high places both in the Church and the State: ¢ As he soght
the warld, it fled him nott, for it was weill knowin that at onis he was Archbishop
of Sanctandrosse, Abbot of Dumfermeling, Abirbroth, Kylwynnyng, and Chancellare
of Scotland.’? The fact appears to be that he did resign Arbroath on getting
the primacy, but that he retained the half of the revenues during his lifetime.
This Abbot James Beaton was responsible for the condemnation of Patrick
Hamilton, the first in Scotland of the sixteenth-century martyrs. Another fact
of quite a different kind has to be reported of him. He was a liberal patron of
learning. The Beatons, uncle and nephew, erected and endowed St Mary’s
College, St Andrews.

David Beaton, the nephew, became the thirtieth Abbot of Arbroath when he
was twenty-nine years of age. That was in the year 1524. On the 20th April
of that year, ¢ John, the governor of Scotland [the Regent Albany], petitioned
the Pope to confer upon David Beaton the abbacy of Arbroath, vacant by the
resignation of his uncle, James, Archbishop of St Andrews,’s and the petition
was granted. Beaton rose rapidly to the highest offices in the kingdom. His first
ecclesiastical preferment was the rectorship of Campsie, which he obtained in 1519.
Previously consecrated Bishop of Mirapoix, in France, he was made Cardinal in
1538, by the title of ¢ Sti. Stephani, in Monte Celio,’ two years after the date of the
last of his charters as Abbot of Arbroath, which also is the last in the Registers.
He succeeded his uncle as Archbishop of S8t Andrews, was chancellor of the
kingdom, and Papal legate, being legatus natus and legatus a latere. The Cardinal
became a mark high enough for the enmity of Henry VIII to be shot at. He was
a favourite of James V., whom, with five hundred of the Fifeshire men, he
accompanied in an expedition round the Scottish coasts, which was partly designed

! Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoo—Preface, 3 History of the Reformation, vol. i. p. 13.
p. xii. 3 Theiner’s  Vetera Monumenta,’ p. 541,
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to overawe the chieftains of the north and west.! Beaton was also employed to
negotiate the king's two marriages, the first with Magdalene, daughter of Francis L.,
the second with Mary of Lorraine. He made a journey into France, attended
by a magnificent retinue, for the purpose of arranging about the latter marriage.
Afterwards, his diplomatic talent led to his being despatched on an embassy to
Rome. Beaton had prevailed upon James V. to execute his will in the matter of
suppressing heresy, and it is supposed that his mission to Rome was to engage
Scotland in a European league against the Protestants. He was for years the
foremost, and by much the ablest, man in his own country. Lyndsay describes
him as saying:
¢In to this realm no heiar could I ryng.’

The poet speaks of his habits as characterized by princely prodigality. Among
prelates in France, Lyndsay says in his verses, he bore the prize, showing his lordly
liberality in banqueting and playing at cards and dice. On this authority, we have
it that in one night at play he staked 3000 crowns of gold.? It was while he was
in the midst of his power and grandeur that the Cardinal was struck down. On
the morning of the 29th of May 1546 he was murdered, in the Castle of St Andrews,
by a band of conspirators. This crime was most probably hastened by the burning
of George Wishart a short time previously, and by Beaton's insolent gloating over
the sufferings of the martyr. Tytler, however, has shown, by documents in the
State Paper Office, that the murder of the Cardinal had been long planned, that
Henry VIIL encouraged the conspiracy, and that Beaton himself was not ignorant
of the designs against his life.! In the end, it was the detestable prompting
of private revenge and mercenary considerations which nerved the assassins to
do a deed which delayed, instead of hastening, the triumph of the Reformation.
As to the attempt which has been made to connect the martyr with the murder,
Mr David Laing, in one of his appendices to the Wodrow edition of Knox's
‘ History,” has offered what will generally be accepted as a satisfactory defence
of Wishart.4

Sir David Lyndsay, himself a favourite at Court, notwithstanding that he lashed
the ¢ pleasant vices’ of the king, must have known the Cardinal well. It is plain,
t00, that he had no liking for him. Lyndsay wrote a poem on the assassination of
Beaton, which is thus entitled : ¢ The Tragedie of the Maist Reverend Father David,
be the mercy of God, Cardinall, Archbishop of Sanctandrois, and of the haill Realme

1 Tytler’s History of Scotland, vol. v. p. 276, 3 Tytler’s Hist. of Scotland, vol. v. pp. 453-470.
3 Works of 8ir D. Lyndsay vol. i. p. 144, ¢ Hist. of the Reformation, vol. i. pp. 534-537,
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of Scotland Primate, Legate, and Chancellor, &c.’ The poet puts the Cardinal to
confession, and makes him tell his own story. It begins thus:

¢ Quhen I was ane young joly gentyll man,
Prencis to serve I sett my hole intent.
First tyll ascende, at Arbroith I began,
Ane abacie of greit ryches and rent ;
Of that estait yet was I nocht contente ;
To get more ryches, dignitie, and glore,
My hart was set ! allace ! allace! tharefore.’
1t was not only the Cardinal whom Lyndsay disliked ; he had no love for any priests,
and the higher clergy in particular were the theme of his bitterest satires. He makes
Beaton from his grave—which he did not reach till seven months after his death,
his body all that while lying ¢ saltit’ and ¢ closit in ane kyste’!—-address the prelates
thus :
¢ Eschame ye nocht to be Christis servitouris,
And for your fee hes great temporal landis :
Syne of your office can nocht take the curis,
As cannone law and Scripture you commandis !
Ye will nocht want teind scheif, nor offerandis,
Teind woll, teind lambs, teind calf, teind gryoce, and guse ;
To mak servyce ye are all out of use,’
As has often been remarked, Sir David Lyndsay’s poems exercised no inconsiderable
popular influence in bringing about the ecclesiastical revolution in Scotland in the
sixteenth century. Notwithstanding frequent grossness of expression, they were
recited publicly, in dramatic form, before all classes, and they appear to have been
recognized as presenting vivid pictures of clerical life. Such passages as the follow-
ing are consequently interesting as a contemporary view of the state of matters in
the abbeys of Scotland at the time when Cardinal Beaton was the Lord Abbot of
Arbroath. In the long dramatic poem, ‘ Ane Pleasant Satyre of the Thrie Estatis,’

three of the interlocutors discourse after this fashion :

¢ JOBN THE COMMON-WEILL. ¢ ABBOT.

¢ Our Persone heir, he takis na uther pyne, ¢ Touching my office, I say to you plainlie
Bot to ressave his teinds, and spend them syne ! My monks and I we leif richt easlie ;
Howbeit he be ableist, be gude ressoun, There is na monks, from Carrick to Carraill,
To preich the Evangell to his parachoun, That fairs better, and drinks mair helsum aill ;
Howbeit thay suld want preeching seventin yeir, My prior is ane man of great devotioun,
Our Persoun will not want ane scheif of beir. Thairfor daylie he gets ane double portioun.

! The words quoted are from Lyndsay’s verse. styncking, to geve him great salt ynewcht, a cop
Knox (History of the Reformation, vol i pp. of lead, and a nuk [corner] in the boddome of the
178, 179), in his narrative of the assassination of Sea-toore, (s place whare many of Goddis chil-
the Cardinal, says : ‘ Now, becaus the wether was dren had been empreasoned befoir,) to await what
hote, and his funerallis could not suddandly be exequeis [obsequies] his brethrene the bischoppes
prepared, it was thowght best, to keep him from  wold preparc for him,’ )
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¢ BCRYBE. My paramours is baith als fat and fair
‘ My Lords, how have ye keipt your thrie vows ? As ony wench intill the toun of Air.
¢ ABBOT. I send my sons to Pareis to the sceullis,
¢ Indeid richt weill, till I got hame my bows, I traist in God that they sall be na fuillis ;
In my abbay ; quhen I was sure professour, And all my douchters I have weill provydit.
Then did I'leife as did my predecessor. Now, judge ye gif my office be weill gydit.’}

It is possible that, in his picture of life at a Scottish abbey in the middle of
the sixteenth century, Lyndsay had in view the Abbey of Arbroath, which he
probably visited in ‘the train of James V. It is certain that Beaton did not himself
attempt to realize the system of a celibate clergy. He had a flourishing family of
sons and a daughter. Family, in his case, has been generally used in the plural
number. The historians speak of him as a voluptuary ; even Tytler, a writer with
no bias against him, mentions the Cardinal’s gallantry and licentiousness as a matter
of notoriety.? In Forfarshire his name in this connection is localized at more than
one house or castle— Colliston, which he is said to have built, being one of them.
Ethie, a seat of the Earl of Northesk, was one of Beaton’s dwelling-places. Con-
siderable additions have been made to it, but the older portion of the house is still
much in the same state in which it was when occupied by the Cardinal. Like
almost all old Scottish houses, it has its ¢ haunted’ chamber, which is in one of the
attics. ¢One of the stories connected with Ethie House is that at a certain hour of
the night a sound is heard resembling the tramp of a foot, which is believed to be
the Cardinal’s, and is popularly called his leg, walking up and down the original
stone stair, which still connects the ground flat with the second story of the house.
. Beaton's chapel is used as a store-room by the Ethie family.’® What
is assuredly known of Beaton’s gallantries is that he had one mistress, Marion
Ogilvy, daughter of Sir James Ogilvy, who was created Lord Ogilvy of Airlie. Mr
Jervise has come to the conclusion that it may be found possible to whitewash
Cardinal Beaton. He does something in that way himself by discrediting the stories
about the Cardinal’s numerous paramours. . Quoting ¢ Archeeologia’ (vol. xxxiv.
p- 35), he says it is probable that Beaton was allied to Marion Ogilvy, the mother
of all his children, ¢ by that sort of morganatic marringe frequent among churchmen
of that period’* Knox, in his ¢ History,’' indicates with adequate plainness of
speech what he thought of the connection. The alliance, whatever was its character,
did not stand in the way of Beaton marrying his daughter Margaret to the heir of the
first of the noble families of Angus. The lady married David Lindsay, Master, and

1 Works of Sir D. Lyndsay, vol. ii. pp. 235, 264. 3 History of the Carnegies—Introd., p. xxix.
2 Tytler’s History of Scotland, vol. v. p. 270. ¥ Land of the Lindsays, p. 201.
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afterwards Earl, of Crawford. The marriage took place at Finhaven Castle, in the
course of the three months which intervened between the martyrdom of Wishart
and the murder of the Cardinal. Beaton was present, and Knox says he ¢caused
the wedding to be celebrate with such state as if she had been a prince’s lawful
daughter.”! The bride received a dowry of 4000 marks, which is said to have been
the largest ever bestowed on any bride of the period.? The Cardinal was well
able to make princely provision for his daughter. 'When the Castle of St Andrews
was surrendered, in 1547, ¢it contained the Cardinal’s money and furniture, to the
value, it is said, of £100,000.’% Beaton was also liberal in conferring a portion of
his wealth, or at least of wealth which came within his reach, on his morganatic wife.
One of her possessions was that which had anciently belonged to the hospital of
Arbroath Abbey, now the estate of Hospitalfield, and she had the Castle of Melgund,
in Aberlemno, from which she derived the title of Lady Melgund. It also appears
that she had liferent leases of the lands of Burnton of Ethie, of the Kirkton of St
Vigeans, with the Muirfauld and the toft of St Vigeans. She had a nineteen years’
lease of part of the lands of Auchmithie, and on 10th March 1534 the Abbot feued
to her a piece of land in Arbroath in the ¢ Sandypots,’ lying outside the walls of the
monastery. These leases and feus were given on easy terms. The time had gone
by when careful management of the affairs of the monastery, with the view to its
funds being devoted to the purposes for which they were designed, was to be looked
for. Marion Ogilvy died in June 1575. In her testament mention is made of her
son, David Beaton of Melgund, and Mr Alexander Beaton, ¢archdene of Lothian.’
¢ This Alexander, it is said, became a Protestant minister.’

In public life, Beaton was merciless to opponents, and thoroughly unscrupulous
in the promotion of his aims. The most striking proof of his want of integrity is
seen in the attempt which he made to obtain possession of the government of the
kingdom after the death of James V. The story of his forgery of the will of that
king has not passed without question, but it is mentioned by contemporary writers
of diverse political and ecclesiastical sympathies—Lesley, Knox, Buchanan, and Sir
Ralph -Sadler, the English ambassador. The statement of Sadler is in the form of
the report of a conversation which he had with the Governor, who said: * We have
other matters to charge the Cardinal with ; for he did counterfeit (quoth he) the late
king’s testament, and when the king was even almost dead (quoth he) he took his

1 History of the Reformation (various readings 3 Hist. of the Reformation, vol. i. p. 208, note.
from David Buchanan's edit.), vol. i, p. 486. ¢ Registram Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, p. 521.
3 Land of the Lindsays, p. 155. : S Hist. of the Reformation, vol. i. p. 175, note,



82 HISTORY OF ARBROATH. [ParT II.

hand in his, and so caused him to subscribe a blank paper.’! This represents
the common belief at the time, and the common belief appears to have been well
founded. Beaton, like several of his predecessors in the abbacy, is scarcely to be
judged as a churchman. He entered the Church as being almost the only place
at that time for an educated gentleman, and as furnishing the readiest avenue of
advancement to a man in his condition of life. Beaton was a churchman of the
order of Wolsey and Richelieu—he was much more a statesman than an ecclesiastic.
In Scotland, he sustained the Nationalist in opposition to the English party, and,
notwithstanding his persecution of the Protestants, he was thus for a long time popular.
Beaton found Church and State in revolution, and his splendid abilities, with utter
unscrupulousness, were exerted to stem the tide of change, If any forthputting of
‘barefaced power,’ any exercise of cruelty, however closely akin to the Pagan type,
could have prevented the Reformation in Scotland, Beaton was the man to employ
it; but the Cardinal was committed to a lost cause, and he went down himself
in the general ruin that fell upon the Medisval Church of Scotland, which had
declined from its primitive usefulness and purity.

Cardinal Beaton was the last of the Abbots of Arbroath who performed the
clerical duties of the abbacy. In 1541, when for a short time he was in disfavour,
during the regency of the Earl of Arran, the monastery was conferred tn commendam
on the regent’s second son, Lord John Hamilton, who was afterwards Marquis of
Hamilton. It was soon after the death of the Cardinal that George Douglas, a
natural son of Archibald, Earl of Angus, was postulated to the Abbey. Knox says:
¢ Laubour is maid for the abbacy of Abirbrothok, and a grant was ones maid of the
samyn, in memorie whereof George Douglas, bastard son to the said erll [Angus], is
yet called Postulat.’? The Abbey about this period, like all the other wealthy
benefices, was a prize which fell to one or other of the various factions in the State,
as one obtained predominance over the other, and hence there is some uncertainty
as to whether Douglas got possession or not. Hume of Godscroft says he not only
did postulate it, but apprehended it also, and used it a8 his own.? Douglas appears
to have been able to intromit so far in the affairs of the Abbey, if it is true, as
asserted in the charter of James V1. in favour of the burgh, that on being appointed
Bishop of Moray he took away with him a number of the documents of the Abbey
and of the town of Arbroath.

James Beaton, nephew of the Cardinal, had a prior gift of the abbacy, and he

1 Sadler’s Papers, vol. i. p. 188. 8 History of the House of Douglas and Angus
2 History of the Reformation, vol. i p. 180. (edit. 1748), vol. ii. p. 63.
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actually held the benefice for a few years previous to his elevation to the see of
Glasgow in 1551. This Abbot is said to have granted the lands of Guynd to
John Beaton, of Balquharry, perhaps a relation of his own, as a reward for
services performed by him, and amongst others, ‘the defence of the monastery
against the invaders of the church liberties in these times when the Lutherans are
endeavouring to invade the same’! The date of this alleged charter was 1549,
and by that time the registration of such writs in the Registers of the Abbey
had ceased.

Lord John Hamilton regained possession of the abbacy on the removal of
James Beaton to the see of Glasgow. While Abbot of Arbroath, he, with the
rest of the Hamiltons, became Protestant. ‘It was during his rule that the re-
maining lands of the monastery were given away as perpetual feus, till nothing
was left except the precinct or site of the monastic buildings, to which the Crown
laid claim.’? As indicating how the Abbey lands went about this period, it may
be stated that there is on record a charter by the Archbishop of 8t Andrews, in
1552, granting the lands of Wardmill, the property of the Abbey, to Sir John
Marjoribanks.?

An Act of Attainder was passed in 1579 against the Hamiltons, who were
on the Queen's side, and were suspected, on good grounds, of sympathizing with
their kinsman, Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh, who murdered the Regent Moray in
Linlithgow. In consequence of the attainder, the abbacy was vacated. It was
conferred in commendam on Esme Stuart, one of James VI.’s first favourites.
Stuart received many honours, and among others, the dukedom of Lennox. He
held the abbacy, with its emoluments, till his death, in exile in France, in 1583.
About two years after, Lord John Hamilton returned from banishment in France,
and the Act of Attainder having been removed, he was restored to his honours
and possessions, including the abbacy of Arbroath. He resigned the abbacy on
being created Marquis of Hamilton, and it was conferred on his eldest son Lord
James Hamilton. The Marquis had taken a prominent part in public affairs in the -
reign of Queen Mary, and in the long and troubled minority of her son. Next
heir to the throne, after James V1., he was warmly attached to the cause of the
Queen ; and although that was properly no proof of this attachment, he was one
of the jury who acquitted the Earl of Bothwell of the charge of murdering her

? New Statistical Account of Scotland—Forfar- Carmyllie, 1808," as his authority for the state-
shire, p. 356. The author of the account of the ment quoted in the text.
parish of Carmyllie gives ‘ documents quoted or 3 Arbroath and its Abbey, p. 223,
referred to in process regarding the stipend of 3 Burgh Register of Sasines,



84 HISTORY OF ARBROATH. (Parr IL

husband.! Before the Queen’s execution at Fotheringay, she sent him & ring, as &
token of her esteem of his and his family’s loyalty. He was the thirty-third or
thirty-fourth, and last, Abbot of Arbroath. For half a century before his death, the
abbacy as a religious establishment had ceased to exist, but, notwithstanding, this last
of the Abbots frequently occupied the Abbot’s house. In that stormy time, when
the country was distracted by the contentions of king’s-men and queen’s-men, it must
often have been a matter of convenience to retreat to a quiet refuge north of the Tay.

After the death of the Marquis of Hamilton, his son James, the second marquis,
had the abbacy erected into a temporal lordship in his own favour. This was done
on 9th July 1606, by the king, with the consent of Parliament. On the same day,
the abbacies of Coupar (in Angus), Balmerino, Dryburgh, Cambuskenneth, Lindores,
Jedburgh, Coldingham, Scone, and Dundrennan, and the priories of Inchmahomo,
St Andrews, and Pittenweem, were erected into temporal lordships. The Act in
regard to Arbroath sets forth that its erection into a temporal lordship was in
consideration that the Marquis of Hamilton was nearly descended of his Majesty’s
blood, and of the services to the Crown of his grandfather the Duke of Chatel-
herault, and his father the first Marquis, particularly to ‘his hieness umquill
darrest [dearest] mother, in mony of the trublis and afflictionis quharin scho fell’—
services involving loss of estate. The Act goes on to declare ¢ that the temporalitie,
propirtie, and superioritie, with the fewfermis and pertinentis of the monasterie of
Abirbrothok, being in his Majesteis handis be the general anexatioun of the haill
kirklandis of the realme of Scotland to the Crowne, togidder with the spiritualitie of
the said abbacie, being in his Majesteis handis be dimissioun and resignatioun maid
thairof be the Abbot and convent of the samin,’ shall be incorporated into a free
lordship and barony, to belong, together with the dignity of a lord of Parliament,
to the Marquis and his heirs. The lands of the Abbey were accordingly dissolved
from the Crown, the Act further declaring : ¢ And to the effect foirsaid his Majestie
and Estaittis of Parliament hes suppressit and extinguischit the memorie of the
said abbacie of Aberbrothok, that thair sall be na successor provydit thairto, nor na
farder mentioun maid of the samin in ony tyme heirefter’ The Act concludes
with a reservation which was customary in these Acts of erection : ¢ Reserveand and
exceptand alwayes furth of this present act and erectioun foirsaid all regalitie and
all privileges thairof possessit be the Abbottis and titularis of Aberbrothok of
befoir, To remane with our soverane lord, his hienes successoris, and thair crowne,
inseparablie in all tyme heireftir.’?

1 Sce Keith'’s Hist., vol. ii. pp. 541-548, 2 Acts of the Parls, of Scot., vol. iv. pp. 321-323,
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The abbacy of Arbroath, as a temporal lordship, descended to a third Marquis,
afterwards Duke, of Hamilton. He resigned it on 6th July 1636, retaining, how-
ever, the title of Baron Aberbrothock, conferred with the lordship of Arbroath in
1606, and which is still one of the subordinate titles of the Dukes of Hamilton.
On his resignation of Arbroath, the Marquis received compensation, which
included ¢the lands and barony of Lesmahagow, as well property as superiority
thereof, together with the mines of gold and silver within the same, with the teinds,
parsonage, and vicarage thereof, with right of patronage of the parish kirk and
parish of Lesmahago.’! William Murray, son of the Rev. William Murray,
minister of Dysart, preceptor to Charles I., was the next holder of the lordship of
Arbroath.? This gentleman, who was closely related to noble families, was himself
raised to the peerage, on 3d August 1643, as Lord Huntingtower and Earl of
Dysart.? A year before his elevation, he sold the lordship of Arbroath to Patrick
Maule of Panmure, who, like his predecessor in that possession, was a gentleman of
the bedchamber to the king, and was raised to the peerage by the title of Earl of
Panmure. It isstated that the lordship of Arbroath was acquired by Patrick Maule
‘at a very dear rate.’* He obtained from Charles I. his charter of infeftment,
under the Great Seal, at Oxford, 28th November 1642, the charter including the
right to the thirty-four churches of the Abbey as well as the superiority of its
lands, ‘ together with the right of nomination of the bailies of Aberbrothock, one or
more, and place of vote and the suffrage for electing of the rest of the bailies and
other office-bearers within the burgh of Aberbrothock,’ ¢to be holden of his Majestie
and his royall successors; in free barony and regalitie for payment of the sume of two
hundreth pund Scots money yeerly, at two termes in the yeer, Whitsunday and
Mertinmes, be equall portions.’® The infeftment was ratified in Parliament on 27th
July 1644.% There was another ratification, on 3d April 1661, in favour of the
Earl of Panmure, and immediately afterwards, on the same day, the following
protest, in the interest of the burgh, was given in by the Provost of Arbroath, who
was also commissioner from the burgh to the Parliament: ¢ The which day John
Ochterlony, present provost of the burgh of Aberbrothock, and commissioner from
the same, protested that the ratification past in favors of the Earle of Panmure
shall not preiudge the said burgh in their rights and priveledges in any maner of
way conforme to their infeftments, rights, and securities of the same, granted in
1 Acts of Parliaments of 8cot., vol. vil. p. 578. 4 Acts of the Parliaments of Sootland, vol. vi
2 Ibid. vol. vii. p. 109, p- 409

3 Burke’s Peerage and Baronetage (Lond. 1869), s Ilnd. vol. vii. p. 109.
P 367, ¢ Ibid. vol. vi. p. 144,
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favours of the provost, bailies, councill, and communitie of the said burgh and
thair predicessors, and thervpon asked and tooke instruments.’!

The Act of Erection in favour of the Marquis of Hamilton, in 1606, was in the
most ample form, and it seems to have included the Abbey precinct as well as the
other possessions of the monastery. The precinct is also mentioned in the retour of
service of George, Earl of Panmure? Yet in 1636 the buildings, yards, and
orchards within the precinct were granted by Charles L, along with 5000 merks
Scots, a8 an endowment of the bishopric of Brechin. This grant was in abeyance
during the period of the Commonwealth. It was renewed soon after the Restoration,
but on the abolition of the episcopate at the Revolution it again reverted to the
Crown, in whom the buildings of the monastery are still vested. With regard to
the lordship, on the forfeiture of the fourth Earl of Panmure after the insurrection
of 1715, it also, with its church patronages, became vested in the Crown. It was
sold to the York Buildings Company; but when they bought back their estates in
1764, it was again acquired by the Panmure family, now represented by George
Ramsay, twelfth Earl of Dalhousie.

CHAPTER VIII.
THE ABBEY IN RUINS.

ROM time to time, war and the elements beat heavily upon the monastic
buildings of Arbroath. The church suffered from a great storm in 1272, not
quite forty years after its completion. That year was a calamitous one, the land,
says Fordun, being barren, the sea unproductive, and there being sickness both among
men and cattle. It was in this year, on Saturday of the Octaves of Epiphany, at
midnight, that a violent wind from the north, with hail, blew down houses and lofty
buildings, ‘and fire,’ says the historian, ¢ breaking out in consequence, burned the
church of Arbroath, and many others.’3> Boece narrates the same disaster, stating
that the church was consumed, and that the bells which hung in the towers were
partly broken and partly melted. On this occasion the church was probably so
much injured that it may have taken years to repair the damage, but it must not be

! Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland, vol. vii. p. 110. 2 Supra, p. 48. 3 Fordun, x. 30,
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concluded from the language of the old writers that it was completely consumed.
The monastic buildings existed in their grandeur at the outbreak of the War of
Independence ; but when that war occurred, and the English fleets could sweep at
pleasure all the Scottish coasts, the Abbey suffered so much, that more than a
generation passed away before it was repaired. It was in the year 1350, thirty-six
years after the battle of Bannockburn was fought, that William, Bishop of St
Andrews, in making a grant to the Abbey, stated that ¢ the church of the monastery
of Arbroath, placed on the brink of the sea, had suffered almost irreparable injuries
from the frequent assaults of the English shipping.’! It may be assumed that these
injuries were chiefly inflicted during the period of the wars of Bruce. The Bishop's
grant was to enable the monks to complete the repair of the church.

The monks had probably got their church once more restored to its pristine
magnificence, when in 1380 another disastrous accident befell it. In that year it
was again burned.2 The cause of the fire has not been stated, further than that it
was ascribed by the Bishop of St Andrews to the agency of the Devil. It was the
roofs of the choir, nave, and transept that principally suffered on this occasion. So
great was the damage that the monastic establishment was temporarily broken up,
the monks being distributed among other religious houses till their own church
was repaired. A rigid economy was practised in order that means might be found
to make the necessary restorations. The Abbot was enjoined by the Bishop to
restrain his expenses, to receive no guests, and to live solitarily and privately in his
own chamber. Each monk was to be content with twelve merks yearly for food
and clothing.® The contract with the plumber, ¢ for theking of the mekil quer with
lede’ at this time, is still preserved. It is written in the lowland Scotch of the
period.

Besides the damage done to the Abbey from time to time by the English in
assaults from the sea, Mr Innes remarks that its ¢ undefended wealth made it an
object of contention to the fierce lords who ruled between the Tay and the
Grampians.’® The church is said to have been burned at the battle between the
Lindsays and the Ogilvys in 1445 ; but there is no evidence of this, nor of its
having been damaged at any time in domestic wars. The authority of the Church
in those days was great enough to make even the boldest barons hesitate before
engaging in a wanton attack upon its property. But the foreign enemy burned

1 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoc, pp. 3 Registrum Nigrum de Aberbrothoo, pp. 85, 36.
22, 28. 4 Ibid. pp. 42, 48.
2 Fordun, xiv. 44. 8 Ibid. - -Preface, p. xx.
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abbeys, whose brotherhood were sometimes not unfamiliar with the panoply of war,
a8 readily as they battered down castles. It is likely that Arbroath may have
suffered in this way from the English privateers who scoured the Scottish seas in the
reigns of James IIL and James IV., till they suffered a check in the victory won
by Sir Andrew Wood, in the naval engagement which took place between him and
Stephen Bull, in 1490, between May Island and the mouth of the Tay. In the year
1470 a new dormitorium was built at the Abbey, with timber brought from Norway.!

During the minority of Queen Mary, Henry VIII proposed to do a8 great an
injury to Arbroath as any of his ancestors had done. On the 17th April 1544, the
lords of the English council reported to the king that one Wyshart ¢ undertook that
a body of troops, to be paid by the English king, joining with the power of the Earl
Marshal, the Master of Rothes, the Laird of Calder, and others of Lord Grey’s
friends, would take upon them to destroy the Abbey and town of Arbroath, being
the Cardinal’s, and all other bishops’ and abbots’ houses and countries on that side of
the water thereabouta.’ This proposal fell in with the humour and policy of Henry,
who accordingly gave every encouragement °effectually to burn and destroy.’2
But it does not appear that the king’s commission produced any result so far as
Arbroath was concerned. Neither the town nor the Abbey was destroyed, and it is
not known that on this occasion they suffered at all. Four years later, in the
winter of 1547-48, the Scottish coasts were much molested by the English.
Broughty Ferry was at that time captured by the enemy, and Knox says: ‘The
Englismen begane to fortifie upoun the hill above Broughty hous, which was called
the Forte of Broughty, and was verray noysome to Dondy, which it brunt and laid
waist ; and so did it the moist parte of Anguss, which was not assured, and under
freindschipe with thame.'® There is reason to think that at this time Arbroath was
‘assured’ and under friendship with the English, and consequently escaped those
ravages of war with which other parts of Angus were visited. Mr David Laing
states that in the treasurer’s accounts for November 1549, ¢ Maister James Betoun,
postulat of Aberbrothock,” was ordered to find surety ‘to underly the lawis, for
tressonable intercommunyng with Schir Johnn Dudlie, Inglisman, sumtyme capitane
of the Fort of Brochty,” and persons were sent ‘to Aberbrothock to requyre the
place thairof to be given oure to my lord governouris grace, becaus Maister James
Betoun was at the horne [outlawed]’* The Abbey experienced many vicissitudes,

1 Reg. Nigruin de Aberbrothoo, pp. 163, 167. 3 Knox's History of the Reformation, vol. i.
9 Maitland Miscellany (Hamilton Papers), vol. p- 215.

. iv. p. 96. 4 Ibid. p. 181, note.
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being in this respect a mirror of the fortunes of the country in those troublous times ;
but ¢ it majntained its pre-eminence as among the first, if not the greatest, of Scottish
. religious houses to the Reformation.’!

Dundee, ‘the Geneva of Scotland,’ took a leading part in the Reformation, and
at Perth there occurred that unfortunate attack by a mob upon the Carthusian
monastery which is one of the events that have fixed upon the reformers of
Scotland the accusation that they accomplished the destruction of the religious
houses of their country. The monastery at Perth, those of the Dominicans and
Franciscans at St Andrews, and the Abbey of Scone, certainly perished by a sudden
outburst of popular fury. It was the aim of the reformers to strip the churches
of images, and all that was associated in their minds with a worship which
they deemed idolatrous. In some cases this object was assuredly transcended by
the zeal of the mob, but those were exceptional acts of violence. There is no
evidence that at Arbroath, at all events, the Reformation gave rise to any tumult.?

1 Reg. Nig. de Aberbrothoo—Preface, p. xxii. pay him their respects. The lay brother allowed

2 A most circumstantial narrative of an outbreak them to enter the room, and, without saying a
of popular fury in Arbroath, at the Reformation word to him, they struck the Abbot a blow in the
period, is given by a Spanish writer, G. Dominick breast, which made him fall, stunned by the blow
Lopez, in a book published at Madrid in 1714. and pain. They then continued to stab him until
The book is entitled ‘ Noticios Historicos de los theysaw he was dead. At the noise and sound of
Tres Florentissimas Provincias del Celeste Orden voices, the other Religious, and the servants and
de la 88. Trinidad in Inglaterms, E-oows, y labourers of the house, came to the spot; but on
Hibernis.” A tranalation of the passage is given seeing the dead body of their father and prelate,
here as a curiosity of literature. It is of no other and of their most amiable lord,—which indeed he
value, for the story is wholly false. The author had been,—some of them fainted away, and in the
of the ‘ Historical Notices’ having mentioned the same room the heretics murdered them all, with
fact that the Abbey was dedicated to St Thomas thrusts and blows. They then plundered the
of Canterbury, and that William the Lion, its room, and afterwards the entire house. They’
founder, was buried within its walls, proceeds to passed immediately to the church and sacristy,
say that, at the time to which his story relates, and they stole all the silver and gold, and all the
‘the Abbot and Administrator was the blessed precious ornaments which were there for the
Father Fray Nicolas Gordon,” which is not the service and adornment of the divine worship and
name of any Abbot who ever ruled in Arbroath, for the use of the altars. They then attacked
unless Gordon may happen to have been the the altars themselves, from which they threw
surname of the Abbot Nicholas who was in office down the sacred images. With swords they
in 1299, This is what the Spanish writer says mutilated their faces, cut off their ears and noses.
happened at the Abbey in the end of the year 1557 : They tied ropes round their necks, and dragged

‘There came to Arbroath a numerous and con- them through the streets and fields, and left them
fused crowd of heretics, urged on by Queen in the ditches. They then went to the chapel of
Elizabeth and the lords and knights of her faction; St William [King William, who was no saint, and
for it msy be presumed that they were all of that had no chapel in the Abbey], and one of the vilest
party. The crowd entered through the house of the rabble put on the king's sword and helmet,
and church. Some went towards the Abbot’s and walked about with great scorn and mockery.
room, and, when asking for him, said to the lay They exhumed the holy body, formed a tribunal,
brother who waited on him that they wished to and sat in judgment upon it. They accused the

M
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There is a local tradition that the Abbey was burned in the time of the last
of the Abbots, Lord John Hamilton, by a neighbouring laird, Ochterlony of Kelly.
The statement is, that he was in arrear with his feu-duties, or annual-rents, and
that he adopted this method of paying his debt. Ochterlony, it is said, rode from
Kelly to Arbroath, accompanied by three hundred retainers, and set fire to the
church, the lead from the roof of which, being fused by the conflagration, flowed
in a stream through Lordburn. Further, tradition, with its usual leaning towards
poetical justice, alleges that the sacrilegious laird did not escape the vengeance of
Heaven ; for as he was riding home to Kelly from his work of destruction his bowels
burst out, and he thus perished miserably. There is nothing to show that the Abbey
was burned or destroyed by anybody at the Reformation. The church would be
stripped of its rich furniture and all moveables of value, but it is more likely that
this was done by one or other of the commendators than by a tumultuous concourse
of people, or by any laird. The abbacy, like the other great ecclesiastical lordships,
was destined to become private property, and the Hamiltons might be trusted to
defend a property which they doubtless regarded as their own long before it legally
became s0. The valuables of the monastery, if they were spared in the civil
contentions of the time, and if they were not abstracted by that Bishop of Moray
who is accused of having stolen the records, were presumably appropriated to his
own use by Lord John Hamilton. It may safely be affirmed that the lead of the
roof of the church, the lead which William of Tweeddale contracted to supply,
never ran down Lordburn in a molten state. It is much more probable that it was
stripped from the roof to be cast into bullets to be used by king’s-men or queen’s-
men in the wretched civil wars of the minority of James V1., or that it was turned
into money for the payment of the troops. The roofs of several of the great Scottish
churches were put to such uses at that time. It is probable that the Abbey
suffered some damage when, in 1570, George Douglas was besieged in it by the

king of having been adverse to the new religion,
of being a thorough Papist, and of having boasted
of being a Catholic. They sentenced the body to
be placed in & wicker basket, and dragged through
the streets; and that a herald should with a loud
voice proclaim that this was done to the body
because it had belonged to an unjust king. They
all condemned the body to be burnt as a heretic,
and it was burnt and reduced to ashes. The
triumph of these glorious martyrs fell on the 14th
day of December 1557’ '

The Abbot of Arbroath on the 14th day of
Deocember 1557 was Lord John Hamilton, one of
the most powerful men in the kingdom. In 1575,
when travelling through Fife, from Arbroath, he
was waylaid by his enemy William Douglas of
Lochleven, and compelled to retreat to Arbroath
(Calderwood’s Hist., vol. iii. p. 346). It is barely
possible that this incident may have afforded a
alight foundation for the above absurd story, but
it is extremely unlikely that on that occasion the
Abbey suffered any damage.
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Earl of Huntly. Up to that time the regality buildings were in good preservation ;
but the church, which was not required for the reformed worship, and for the main-
tenance of which, after the revenues had been alienated, there were no funds, must
have gradually fallen to ruins; and when once the building began to give way, the
ruin would be more thorough and speedy because of the gigantic character of the
structure. Then, the dormitory, when deserted by the monks, would speedily
become ruinous. It was probably in that condition when, in 1580, the Magistrates
applied to the commendator of the Abbey for a grant of the stones, timber, and
pertinents of the house, for the building of the parish church. Recently, in the end
of the year 1872, in the course of a search which was made in the offices of the
Court of Seesion for documents belonging to the Corporation, there was discovered
the original of a precept by the Duke of Lennox making such a grant to the burgh.
The precept is as follows : —

¢ Chalmelain capitane of the house of Arbroath, and all others our servands.
Yis precept from us sall suffice bailzies, consall, and communitie of Arbroath 