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P R E F A C E

HOUGH . the publithing a new arrangement of the Scottith
coinage ‘has long been an object worthy attention, yet it has
hitherto bee:,' totally negle®ed. It muft be allowed, that nothing
tends more to elucidate the hiftory of a country, than its coinage.
But, among the various attempts that have from time to time been
made to raife the confequence of Scotland, by corroborating fome
important fa&s in its hiftory, how few have appeared in the numif-
matic line? Anderfon’s Diplomata ¢t Numifmata Scotiae, is a book
very juftly admired, and its ufe is univerfally known. But, from
the great price it now brings, few are able to purchafe it, “merely
for the coins alone; at any rate the book is feldom to be met with.
Snelling on Bcottith money is very defetive, maay of his plates are
fo badly executed, that they fcarcely bear any refemblance to the
pieces they mean to reprefent ; befides they often totally difagree in
the defcriptive part, and the book has now become remarkably

fcarce.

From thefe and fimilar motives, the author was induced to pro-
ceed in a work which was begun, merely to employ a leifure hour,
and was at laft finithed after two years clofe application and ftudy.
Whatever its merit may be, an impartial public will determine. It
is not to be fuppofed that a publication of this kind, where fo miny
requifites are neceflary, can be altogether free of errors. What
materially hurts works like this, is the inability of one perfon to

A carry




2 P R E F A C E

carry on the whole, as it feldom happens, that the power of execu-
ting the defcriptive part is joined to a fufficient degree of know-
ledge in the art of engraving, to enable him to finith the plates,
without which, the greateft difficulties muft be encountered. For
a confiderable timé paft, no period'has produced more colleftors of
ancient coins and medals, than the prefent; from this circumftance,
it is to be hoped, that the following work will be the more accep-
table to the public.

Before the invention of money, mankind bartered goods “with
each.other ; but this mode of trafficking was liable to many incon-
veniencies. Another was adopted ; a piece of leather, ftamped with
a certain . ﬁgure, was cxcha.nged for its fixed value in catth or |
goods. This fpecles of money was foon found inadequate to ‘the
purpofe for which it was at firft intended. The traffick with ftran-
gers for certain articles, which this ifland did not produce, rendered
it neceflary to offer in exchange fomething that could anfwer its va-
lue better. This firft fugge&ed the ufe of metals, which, on ac-
count of their mtrmﬁc value and durability, were the beft calcula- .
ted for the intended purpofe. Each cut his metal into the fize and
form that beft fuited his end, according to the demand of the fel-
ler, and the value ftipulated. It was ufual at that period to go to
market laden with metal, and to carry the inftruments for dividing,
together with fcales for weighing it. This was extremely trouble-
fome, and it was found convenient to have. pieces ready weighed,
and different weights being required, all thofe of the fame weight A |
were diftinguithed with the fame marks or figures. At length,
owing to the frauds pradtifed, both in the weighing and in the a-
dulteration of the metal, it was deemed neceflary to interpofe the
public authority. Then firft appeared the ftamps or impreflions on
money ; to which fucceeded the names of the moneyers, and after-
wards the head of the Prmcc The date, legend, and other pre-
cautions, came into ufe, to prevent the alteration of the fpecies.

' At
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P R E F A C E 3

At whatever time the coinage of “filver-was firft introduced inte
Scotland, it is very certain; that no filver coins have been found
which can, with .the leaft degree of certainty, be afcribed to any
Prince prior to WiLL1am the LionN, who began his reign in the
1165. It has been.aflerted, and by a refpectable author, in an Ef-
fay on Medals, - lately publithed, Tlmt the coins which have been
generally afcribed to this King, belong to William the Conqueror.
But it is hoped, that he, as well as others whe entertain this idea,
wall be convinced that William of Scotland dpd coin, and had no
incopfiderable variety of mintage. The firft plate exhibits eighteen
coins of this Prince. The firft fifteen have the mogeyers name and
place where firuck, clearly evincing them to be Seottith, No 1. 2.
and 3. are'of Edinburgh, No 3. and §, of Perth, No 6. 7. and 8.
of Roxburgh, No 9. and 16. of Stirling, and No 13. 14. and 135.
of Berwick, all of which places at that period belonged to Scotland.
At the famhe time, it muft be allowed, that, had not thefe pieces
been difcovered, a doubt would have remained whether he ever did
coin. The ftile is extremely rude, far inferior to thofe of the Con-
queror, and they were difcovered in a corner of the country where
it can hardly be fuppofed that any of his coins could ever be car-
ried, in fuch a quantity as were found together ; and, indeed, there
is a convincing argument in favour of my aflertion, which is, that
a very confiderable number of the coinage of Hér’xr'y IL. of England,
who was contemporary with William of 8cotland, were found mix-
ed with the former colle@ion. Perhaps I may be blamed for gi-
ving an account of the manner in which they were found ; but it
marks the aera of their firft difcovery, and authenticates the coins
of which I have given the figures,

'

In the year 1780, in digging a foundation in order to enlarge the
church of Dyke, near Invernefs, in the north of Scotland, one of
the workmen, when removing the earth, near the fteps which led
to the burial-place of Brodie of Brodie, difcovered fome of thefe

A2 pieces




4 P R EF A C'E

pieces in the fide of the trench he was making ; he was cunning e-
nough to clofe up the place immediately, and went to another fpot.
At night, he returned, and, with the affiftance of his wife, private-
ly conveyed away the whole mafs, which muft have been very
valuable. He was a poor man, but he foon became a confide-
rable farmer. Great part of the coins that came into filverfmiths
hands, were quickly melted, as they were fine filver; however,
Mr Brodie’s afliduity, after hearing that fuch a difcovery was made,
faved fuch a number as was fufficient to afcertain what varieties
there were in this coinage. The Society of Scottith Antiquaries are,
through his generofity, poffefled of about a hundred of them, many
of which are very perfe@. The different colle®ors have fhared in
this curious difcovery, from the pieces being at firft difperfed by
the means of itinerant pedlars,

It appears ftrange, that fuch a number fhould be found tegether,
when, during fo great.a length of time, from the firft beginning of
the ftudy of coins, none bearing the leaft fimilitude to them have e-
ver appeared in any cabinet, except one publithed by Snelling, in his
View of Coins ftruck by Englith Princes in France, page 40. and
41. which is faid to have been found in the Ifle of Man.

No 16.is ruder than any of the former, and the reverfe very
different from them, as well as the two following. No 17. has a
reverfe which inconteftably proves it Scottith, befides the town of
mintage (Perth). No 18. has only the moneyer’s name, the fame

as No 16. Where thefe coins having Hve Walter, which often oc- -

curs on William’s money, were ftruck, cannot be eafily afcertained,
but may be fuppofed to have been at Edinburgh. bwve. Wa, Ed.
appears on fome of this kind, '

It
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P R E F A C E 5

It is to be hoped, that enough has been faid to induce the anti-
quary to coincide in opinion with regard to the appropriation of
thefe coins to the Prince to which they belong,

To thefe fucceeds the money of ALEXANDER II. There are twe
given of this reign, a larger and a fmaller, both coined at Annan,
and one coined at Berwick of the latter fize ; befides thefe two pla<
ces of mintage, there were thofe of Roxburgh, Edinburgh, and .
Perth..

With regard to the coinage of ALEXANDER IIL the varieties are
numerous. Mr Hamilton of Glafgow, a learned antiquary, and
well fkilled in the knowledge of coins, has divided thofe of this
reign into fix clafles.

1. Hexagonal ftars in the quarters..
2, Star and mullet alternately.
3. .Mullet in each quarter..

4. Mullet in each quarter; two points in two of the quarters,
5. Stars in'the quarters,
6. French infcription.

Of thefe I have given, in the firft Plate, the following:

No 1. See No 23. 24. Plate I. No 2. See 26. PlateI. No 3.
See 22. Plate I. No §. See 25. Plate I. and No 6. See 27. Plate I.
No 4. I had not met with at the time the plate. was engraving, but -
have fince procured it. Perhaps it may be neceflary here to men~
tion, that, in the following work, inftead of the term Mullets, o-
pen or fbut, which fome authors make ufe of; the firft is called
Spur-rewvels, the other Stars.

- Jonn
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.. Joun BariorL. There were but two mintages of this Prince,
_eng at St Andrews, as particulacly exprefled on his coin. It is up~
certain where the other, having.on the reverfe .Rex Scotarum, wag
ftruck, but moft probably it was at Edinburgh.

. Befides thofe which are not particularly marked, RoBERT Baﬁcs
had minta at Edinburgh and Perth, : The different mint marks of

this reign are 4, :4:, 43, i .

From the introduction of groats and halfs by the fucceeding King
Davip 1L to the period in which the place of mintage was entirely
omitted, ‘under Queen MARyY, the following table will exhibit the
different places of coinage, .in each reign. The authorities for
which are Bithop Nicolfon, and Anderfon, both of wham.refer ta
Mr Sutherland’s colletion, and the former alfo to Archbxﬂlop
Sharp and Snelling’s View of Scottith coins,

King. Place of coinage. . N ,

Davip I ‘Edinburgh, Aberdgen®.
RoserT IIL Edinburgh, . Perth, Dundee {.
RoserT IIL Edinburgh, Perth, Aberdeen, Dunbarton .

James L Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Perth, Linlithgo||, Stirling §.
James IL Edipburgh, Aberdeen, Roxburgh, Stirling. ‘
James IILL - Ediriburgh, Stirling, Roxburgh, Berwlck.

James IV, Edinburgh, Aberdeen.

Jauss V. . Edinburgh.
‘ C It

* Aberdeen does not appear in the Scottith feries till this reign, and continues till
the arched crown coins of szes IV. durmg evcry reign, except Robert II and
Jarpes 11L

+ Dundee naver appears but in this reign.

1 Dunbarton, the firft and only time of this town’s appearance.

Il Linlithgo, the only time of this town’s appearance.

§ Stirling, for the firft time fince William the Lion.

Upan the billon and mixed monies, Edinburgh and Stirling are the only towns

marked ; and the laft only under Queen Mary.
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It has been fuppofed by many, that the infcription Domints Pro-
fector, 8¢, now firkt introduced by David II, as the legénd of the
reverfe of his money, alluded to his deliverance from captivity ;
but it is certain that this legend was not peculiar to him ; feveral of
his fucceffors ufed the fame; the Englith, and French likewife ufed
it. It was probably copied from the French money, as it is found
on-an old French coin in ¢ a Colle@ion of all the European coins
¢ of gold and filver,’ engraved and publithed at Antwerp, Anno

1589t

DavipIl. The varieties of coinage in this reign are very nume-
rous, and fome of them peculiar. InNo 1§. Pellets are introduced in-
two of the quarters, which is the only inftance that occurs in this reign
or the next, and did not become general till Robert lII. in imita-
tion of the Englith coins. No 20.is a moft remarkable variety,
and very different from any which has hLitherto appeared. Inftead
of beginning the legend with the King’s name, it has Moneta Re-
gis. D. 'The remainder of the name and title is found on the re-
verfe, avid. Rex. Scotor. 'This rare piece, which may be almoft
termed an unique, is in the poffefion of Dr Wright of Glafgow,.

who was fo obliging as to allow it to be copied for this work.

RoserTII. This King’s coins are perfe&ly fimilar to thofe of his
predeceflor, except the name. And in two inftances only, on a groat
of the mint of Edinburgh, and the Dundee mintage, the letter B, is
put behind the head. Various difputes have arifen with regard to the
fignification of this letter, fome fuppofing it to be a mark for the
piece belonging to Robert Bruce, others that it is only a mint mark,
That it cannot belong to Robert Bruce the following authorities are
quoted, Bifthop Nicholfon, in his Scots Library 1702, fays, ¢ 7
“ think be (David 11.) was the firf King of Scotland who coined
“ Groats.” Snelling, in his View of Scots coinage 1774, fays,
““ The types of the penny, balfpenny, and farthing are. the fame as

* before.
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“ before. Thofe of the groats and half-groats, which were Now
“ PIRST STRUCK, bave the bead circumferibed within a fort of rofe.
““ From the mullet or fpur in the quarters of the reverfe, they were
“ called fpurred groats” Mr Hamilton of Glafgow, in a MS,
Differtation on Scottith coins, in fpeaking of David I. fays, * This

¢ is the firff King of Scetland who coined larger picces than pennies,
 groats and half-groats being now introduced, Some bave, indeed,
““ maintained, that thefe picces were coined by Robert 1. But this is
“ fearce likely, as we know they were not ‘minted in England till
““ 1353 ; and it is bardly to be fuppofed, that the Scots would be fo
“ long before them in this matter.”

Ruddiman, in his preface to Anderfon’s Diplomata Scotiae, oppo-
fes thefe opinions.” He remarks, that, * although the coining pen-
. ¢ nies came at firft from the Englith to the Scotch, it may be doubt-
¢ ed whether the Englith or Scotch firft coined thefe fort of pieces
““ of four pennies in value, which the French called Gros, the Ger-
“ mans Grofche, we Groats. Speed gives us the figure of a groat
“ ftruck by Edward I. of England; but Nicol{fon thows, that that
* coin of Edward was rather of Edward III. or 1V, but certainly
‘ not of Edward 1.; for he affirms, no -coins of that kind were
“ firuck before Edward I1L.’s time. But there are many groats of
“ David IL extant, who was cotemporary with Edward IIL. and
“ coined in different places. Many of them which bear the name
% Robert, are 1o be feen ia the colle@ion of coins in the Advocates
¢ Library at Edinburgh; but which of the Roberts this may be, it
“ is not eafy to determine. Nicholfon and Anderfon, following his
“ authority, reje all the groats that have the name of Robert,
¢ from being the coin of Robert Bruce, for this chief reafon, that
“ none of the coins of that fort were then ftruck in England, and,
¢ therefore, afcribes all thofe which exhibit the protile of the King
* looking to the right, to be of Robert II. but fuch as exhibit him
‘ full-faced, to Robert 1II. But Mr James Sutherland Royal Pro-d}

“ fefloz

k)
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«.feffor 6f Botany; a moft accurate colleGor; and: fearchet into all
“ kinds of coins, but. principally Scottith coins, does not hefitate.
“ to give the formér of thefe to our Robert I~ The letter B, which
is feen above the King’s head in fome of thefe groats, and placed
behind in others, he thinks, ftande. for the initial of the namve
Bruce, and which, indeéd, feems to fupport his opinion in fome -
meafure. . Certainly by that letter cannot be meant. the place

where it was coined, fince that groat itfelf fhows that it was coin-

ed.at Dundee, (befides one of the coinage of Edinburgh, as above
‘obferved), and many think it was not decent for the coiner to

-place his name in fuch a remarkable part of the coin.  Butitis:
.pot quite fettled that Edward II, was the firft King in the ifland

of Britain . wuo0 coined groats, fince there are extant in the collec-

tion of coins in the Advocates Library two half-groats, one of
“ .Alexander 11, the other of Edward 1. ; from thefe it ia probable,
“ that entire groats, though they may be now lof}, have been ftruck
% by thefe Kings. Thefe groats, whether introduced by Robert I.
“ or by his fon Dawvid II. were the largeft fize of coins we had till
“ the time of Queen Mary.”

o
«“

«“

«
«
o
«“
“
«
“

[{]

I have thus gi\;en you the opinions of men learned in antiquity,.
on both fides of the queflion, leaving it to better judges to deter-
mine which authority bears the firongeft marks of probability,

There is. one authority more I with to add, in corroboration of
the opinion that thefe groats. belenged to Robert 1l. which is Dr
Francis Wife in his Catalogus Nummorum Antiquorum Scrinid Bod-
leianis reconditorum, page 244. ** Roberti a fe invicem haud aegre
* diftinguuntur. Robertus 1 nullos groffos percuffit. Robertus II. -
* antecefloris fui monetam imitatus eft ; nec ejus caput, a Davidis
“ capite, nifi ex infcriptione, dignofcendum fit,”

B ROBERT
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Rosrrr ML The profile is now changed to the full facs, in -

“imitation of the Englith coinage. Dr Wife, in the following fen-

terice of the paffage above quored, fays, *‘ Robertus IIL. Henri-"

“ corum Angliae regam morem fecutus ef}, ejufque nummi Hen-
‘¢ .pici numntis, nomine excepto folo, fimiles funt.” The full face
is contimued till the groms withk the arched crown and buthy wig
under James IV, appear, when it is again changed to the profile.

‘It has beerr alledged, that pellets in the quarters of the revetfe of
Roberr IIE. appear, for the firft time, in the Scottith feries. Mr
Anderfom, in his Diplom. S¢ot. fays, in his notes on the money of
Robert HI. * Hi. globuli quos alii Byfantinos, Angli pelless five
4¢ pillulas vocant, Aurc primum in noftris nummis confpiciuntur.
“ Id autem imititione fatum Anglorum et Francorum, quorum
¢, in mempis hi globuli frequentiﬂime adhibentur.,” But he is mif-
taken ; for dhere are pellots in two of the quarters of the rcverfe
of a kalfpenrry of David II. No 15. of Plate I,

James I.  With regard to the coins of the firft five James’s, I
fhall recite what Dr Wife fays on this fubjet, and I fhall afterwards
add my own ideas, which coincide with the opinion of Mr Cum-

myng fecretary to the Society of Scottith Antiquaries, and in which ‘

moft people, who are fkilled in the numifmatic line, fully agree.

Page 244. of Dr Wife. * Jacobis fuos cuique nummos reddere o-
 pus arduum erit; quo quinque hujus nominis continentis fuccef-
~ ¢ fionis ordine regharint.  Jacobus Quintus per literam nurmeralem
¢ 5. fi quando ifta occurrit, facile dignofcitur. Quartum forte de-
“ fignant nummi forma elegantior et corona arcuata, Ad hoc in-.
¢ fighe haud fatis animum attendit, Cl. Anderfonus, cum hujus
“ generis nummos JacebéH. perperam, ut miki videtur, anribuerit.
¢ Quare regum ordinem, in ejus libro fervatum, nonnihil immu-
¢ tavt ;* ét Jacobum II. loco quarti répofui. Caeteri per me inta&i
“ mane-~

-
-
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“ mmeant.” ' There dees not feem tobe greater diffioulty in-arran-
ging auy ppart.af the Scottifh feries than in afligning ¢he ooins pro~
-per to.each :of the five firk James’s. Some writers -have made the
weeights their rule for determining to whom the coins belong; :but
1.donot deem this an exa mode for alcertaining the .point, and
have, therefore, made their impreflions the rule of diftin&ion.
The order in which Anderfon in his Thefaurus, and Nichoifea in
tris Hiflorical Library, have placed them, fhould be in part rejet-
oll, as.they give an arched crown to James lI. This form of
crown was not adopted in England till the reign of King Hen-
ry VIL nor in France till after the acceflion of Francis I. anno 151§,
- a8 appears from a teftoen of his, on which he is reprefented in pro-

_dfile Wwith a fmall open .crown, amd, on ‘the reverfe, .the PBrench.
4hickl .of .arms is - enfigned, with a2 crown of the fame form with:
thofe onthe coins .of David Il of :Scotland,

James M. All the writers on the Scottifh etinage agree, :that
- the money of James l. is diftinguithed by a feeptre.en the right-or
fleft Gde of the King’s head, and two fleur de lis, and three pellets,.
Placed alternately in the angles of the crofs, in the reverfe, and that.
thofe of King James 11, are known by two epen crowns, placed al.-
ternately with the pellets, on the reverfe. Anderfon has given to-
this King a cein, on which he is reprefented with nearly a full face,.
a bufhy wig, and an imperia]. crown, -furmounted of a mond and.
erofs ; ‘but, though suthers deny that it belongs to James II. they
‘do not agree with refpe to the Sovereign to whofe reign it ought
to be given. Leake, in his Account of Englith Coins, fecond e~
dition, page t51. fays, * That Henry VI. who fucceeded to the
“ Eoglith.crown in the year 5423, was the firlt of the Englith.
* Kings who appears with an.arched crown upen his coins ; but,.
““ upon his great {¢al, he has an open-crown.” He afterwards adds,
Henry VIL is the firft of our Kings that we can be certain ufed it ;;
and the .tefloon of :Brancis. 1. .eoined in 1416, is the firR French.

B2 moneyy
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money we fee it upon. But Martin Folkes, in his Account of En-
glith coins, publithed for the Society of Antiquaries in England,
1745, page 1§. fays, “ King Heory VIL firft placed upon his mo-
“ ney the arched or the imperial crown, as it is now commonly
% called, and by this particular his coins are readily diftinguithed
“ from all thofe of his predeceffors. This money, however, has
“ been generally afcribed to King Henry VL. but, befides that, fe-
“ yeral of the mint marks to be found on it are either badges ufed
% by King Henry VII. or the fupporters of his royal arms. The
‘ weight does afcertain it to be his beyond all doubt.”

From thefe authorities it is certain, that an arched crown was
firft ufed in England by Henry VII. who fucceeded to the throne
 in 1483 ; and, from the French coin mentioned, there is alfo.a cer-
tainty, that an arched crown was not ufed in France before the year
1515 ; for, although Leake, in the paffage above quoted, afferts,

that Henry VI. was the firft who appeared with an arched crown

on his coin, yet he remarks, that Henry VII. was the firft that we
_can be certain ufed it. And Martin Folkes has demonftrated, that
-all thofe coins with an arched crown, which are attributed to Hen~
ry VL. do, by the marks they bear, belong to Henry VII,

From the time of the firft coinage of money in this country, in
the reign of William the Lion, till James V.’s reign, the Englith
model was the rule with refpect to the Scottifh coins. In imitation
of them, we ftruck the penny, from the time of the above William

till the reign of David II. who, copying after his contemporary King' |

Edward lII. of England, firft ftruck the groats and half groats for
circulation ; which, with their fub-divifions, as in England,. were
the only fpecies of filver coin we had till the reign of James V.
The fame Edward who ftruck the firt gold coins for currency in
England, was imitated in this fpecies by his contemporary Robert 11,
before whofe reign there was no gold:curreat in Scotland. -

It
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It has been already faid, that Henry VII. was the firft Englith
King who afflumed an arched crown on his coins, whether the
crown with which he was inaugurated had arches or not, is by no
means material. It is, however, certain, from the defcription of
the Scottith crown in the inftrument taken when it was depofited
in the caftle of Edinburgh, anno 1707, that the arches at prefent
on it were added by King James V. ;-and it is véry natural to fup-
pofe, that when Henry VIL took that mark of imperial fovereign-
ty, his fpirited fon-in-law James IV. who fucceeded to the crown
of Scotland in the; year 1488, only three years after his father-in-
law’s acceflion, would, agreeable to the pra&ice of his anceftors,
adopt this material improvement in the appearance of his coins;
and, therefore, I am induced to believe, that he was the firft of the
| Scottith Kings who was repréfented with an arched or imperial

crown on his coins. The three following authorities feéem to con-
firm this opinion.

I fhall fir# mention an engraved genealogical tree of the royal fa-
mily of Scotland, executed in the time of King William and Queen
Mary, in which are reprefented the portraits of all the monarchs of
Scotland from King Malcolm I1l. each of whom, down to James 1II,
inclufive, is adorned with a crown of the fame form with that on
_their refpe@ive coins ; but James IV. and all the fucceeding mo-
"narchs are reprefented with arched or imperial crowas,

.Secondly, In the numifmata of Thomas Earl of Pembroke and
Moantgomery, colle@ed in the reign of Charles IL engraved and

publithed in quarto, the coin attributed to James IL. is given to
]ames v,

_' And, .laﬂl]., I mention the valuable colle@ion of that great Anti-
quary Sir Thomas Bodley, in the univerfity of Oxford, publithed
in fo{;o, with engravmgs by ane, in which the arrangement de-

wig - fgribed
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fctibed i obfetved, and the :codwn in queftion -placed on vhe head

of James IV. This ought to be-efteemed the moft refpe@able au- .

therity, on account of the extenfive knowledge of Sir Thomas'm
all btanches of learning, .as well as.sf e period in which he lived.
He was born, as narrated in the Athenae Oxbonienfis, Wol. 1. pag.
326. on the 2d .of March 1544, not thirty-one years after the deith
of James IV, ; and, thetefore, it cammot be fuppofed thathe was‘ig-
norant of the coins whmh bdm:gad o-that re:gn ‘

The coins of jauss 111, are jiﬁihgui&bd by having, ‘on-the ‘e
verfe, a mullet or Rtar of five :points, and three pellets atternatély
in the quarters, and no feeptre on the head fide. (Plate ¥1.)

For the reafons before mentioned, 7 cannot thefitate 'to -give ‘to
Jamze 1V, the coins which diftinguith themfelves by having ‘Qra.
R¢. or I11L. at the end ef the legend on the head fide, 'thofe with
the three quarters face, buthy wig, and imperial crown.

_ Befides thofe oo which the numeral 5, is-expreffed: in the Tegend,
‘to JaMEs V. are .given the coins with a three quarter face, baving
mullets-and thiftles.on the reverfe-alternately. (Plate VII,

MaRry. Some time ago, there was communicated ‘to mre by Mr
Erafer younger of Fraferfield, a coin of this reign, of a very extra-
ordinary mintage. It is dated in 1553, and has the cyphber EM..
The difagreement ‘here cannot eafily be accounted for. The cypher
would lead:. us to fuppofe it was coined on. the wmrarriage with the:
Pauphin ;. but that event did not take place for feveral - years after,
viz. in April 1558. I was, at firft, induced to believe that ‘the fi-
gure 3. might have been ill ftruck up, and intended for 8; but the-
fine prefervation-:and fuperior - beauty- of ‘the coin, evidently fhow
that it has been owing to no fault in the ftriking. The motto is
-al{o very .uacommon, (Digite Jofiitian).. This appears on feveral

- gold:
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gold coins of this reign, and of the-fame date; but I have never
met with it on a filver coin. ' I have epgraved the coin according
ta its real fize, No 1. Plate VIL, its weight is 22 peanyweights.

At what period ‘NQ: 3, W4s ioined, we cannot be certain ; but, as
it has'no. dage, [ have plced it hefore her coinage with her head,
dated 1553, Npo 3. which is the only date of this coin.

No 4. and 7. being the whole and half, have 1555 only.

No 5. and 6. were coined in the years 1536, 1557, and 1558
Several of them have different dates on the fame piece, as 1556 on
the one fide, and 157 onthe other, alfa 1557 and 1558, and fome
have /n Vertvte infkead of In Virtute, The mint marks of this fort
are 3 c:own, crofy pot.cncc, and crofs. patse,

Fn.nwxs and Mu\r. No 8. and 9. with the motto Fecity Vira-
que. ertn. have for dates 1558 and 1559. Of this laft date there
are two kinds, ene has Fran. ¢¢ Ma. Dei G. the other, Fran. et Ma.
D. G, A remarkable diftin@ion is obfervable in the-arms on this
coin, ftruck while Francis was Dauphln, which is, 1 and 4 quarter-
ly the arms of France and the Dauphin, with her arms below,
which he joins with his owa in her right ; -the left fid¢ of the fhidld
is occupied with her arms ®*, After his fucceffion to the crown
of France, the arms of both kingdoms ate impaled, as in No 9. and
1. 7. Np g.and 11. Viests Lpos de. trobu. Yvds. are dated 1560
and 1561, Thefe of this fort, which are dated in 1563, muft have:
been ftruck betwecn the 4th of December 1 yfio, the day of Fran-
cis’s death. and the aoth of Augu& I 561, the day of the Queen’s

arrival

. lﬂi thefe ‘have thd motto Fecit ldrague unum.

[}

. All thcfc have the motto th Leo de Tribu j’mla



16 .~ P R E F A C R

arrival in Scotland. The dye was changed foon dfter, a8 there are
whole and half tefteons, with ket head alone, it 1561, The rhint -
marks of No 9.and 11. are a faltyre, and fomé are without tHat mark §
feveral have Scotor. &, others Scotors. No 12. Snelling has placed
under the head of billon, and Anderfon amongft his: filyer: - 'I'am

inclined to think that both are -right, :as ¥ have feén:them of fine™

filver as well as billon, which is a:mixture of copper anid filver! ‘N, '

13. is more properly to be conﬁdered as a medal.

Mary, Widow. With her bead uncrowned No 14. at_xd 15.
Plate VllI have no other dgtes than _1 561 and I 561_ A

'
Lyl .. PEE TR RO DN
s

MaRry and HENRY." From her marridge with ﬁai'xﬂcy, to hei
refignation, their ryal, two thirds," and one third, all'1 565, 166,
and 1567; and, what is fmgular, there ié a one third ryal with Mary’s’
name alone, dated 1566, which was durmg Darnley’s life, and
which I have engrav:d No'z2, Plate VIIE., Itfsin the pofféffion bf
Mr Cummyng' fecretary to the Society’ of Scottith’ Auntiquaries,
whom I have formerly had occafion to mention. Whether there
were any of the other kinds with this pecuiliarity, I have not bccn
able to determine, : ‘

»

MY

With regard to the ryal above mentioned, which is cbin'monly'

called the Cruickftone dollar, 1 fhall fubjoin what Mr Anderfon fays:
“ Caeterum mulii arborem in averfa hujus nummi facie infculptam,
“ taxum effe volunt; adduntque, practerea, eam ipfam defignari,

“ quae in horto Cruxtoniano (qued praedium- olim et fedes. erat -

“ Comitum Leviniae in agre Renfreenfi) praclargo flipite et fpatiofis.
* ramis confpicua adhuc viret. .Corona autem, qua haec arbor infig-
nitur, dignitatem fignificari, ad quam (ex fuis in eam nuptiis)
¢ familiam Levinianam Maria evexerat [Vide Nicolfoni Bibl, Scot.
‘“ hiit. pag. 323. et Rob. Kethi. Rerum Scot. tum Ecclef tum. Ci-
“ vil, hift, pag, in append. I 18 ] At mera baec ﬁgmema effe oftendit,

“ fecreti

(1%
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« fecreti confilii de hoc nummo cudendo a@um : in quo non taxus,
¢ fed palma, ei numifinati infcribi mandatur,”—Porro ex Limace
(quamquam ea ufu detrita jam vix confpiciatur) quae arboris trug-
cum afcendens exprimi eodem a&o jubetur, plané apparet nihil a-
liud toto hoc fymbolo fignificari, quam, ut tardigradum hoc animal,
lentiflime licet, ad arboris cacumen tandem afcendit; ita conftanti
virtute et affiduitate ardua quaeque fuperari pofle: praefertim cum
corona vincenti praemium fit propofita; quod adjeGtum indicat
Lemma ex Ovidio defumptum, Trift, lib. v, eleg. 12.

Denique nioh parvas animo DaT. GLor1a Virgs,
Et foecunda facit petora laudis amor §

vel potius ex Propertio lib. iv. eleg. t1.
Magnum iter afcendo, fed DaT mihi GLor1a Virss,
Non juvat ex facili lata Corona Jugo.

Huc in primis facit, quod i Cl. Thorefbio in Ducatus Leodienfis to-
pograph. pag. 229. memoratur; veterem {ciz. leGum, in quo natus
erat -Henricus Darnilaecus Mariae maritus, adhuc in loco qui dicitur
Temple-Newfom, in agro Eboracenfi extare; cui aureis literis infcrip-
tum eft, AvANT DARNLE, JaAMAIS DARRIERE, AvaANT DARNLE,
i. e. Perge Porro Darnilace, nunguam retro te fubtrabe, Pcrge Porré
Durnilace. Haec infcriptio Thorefbio digna vifa eft, quae uni cum
praedi@o nummo aeri incifa exhiberetur, pag. 228. Confer etiam de
ea re pag. ¢jufdem 393. Poftremo, et illud animadvertendum multis
hujus generis, ut et aliis illius temporis nummis, poftea Comitis
Mortoniae Proregis juffu impreffum in averfa facie fuifle carduum:
ut hoc figno eorum pretium in majus auGtum indicaretur.

Cruickfton caftle, in Renfrewthire, was originally the property of
the Crocs, and in the time of Malcolm 11. came by marriage of the
heirefs of Robert de Croc. into the hands of the Stewarts, Earls and
Dukes of Lennox. Here fame fays, that Mary firlt refigned her-

‘ - Cc - felf
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felf to the arms of Darnley under a large yew tree, which ftill ex-
ifts. The Queen ftruck a cein with a figure of this tree, a crown,
and an allufive motto of DAT GLORIA ViRES. See Pennant’s Tour
in Scotland.

The a& for the coinage of this. Ryal, is dated Decembris 22do
1565. :

Sederunt Jacobus Comes de Moretoun Cancellarius, Georgius
Comes de Huntlie, Joannes Comes de Atholl, Joannes Comes de
Mar, Patricius Dominus Ruthven, Alexander Epifcopus Candidae
Cafae, Joannes Maxwell de Terregles miles.

The new Ryal Cunziet..

¢ Tt is ftatute and ordanit by our Boverannis Queen and King's
Majefties Privie Counfall, That thair be cunziet ane penny of fil-
ver callit the Mary ryal, the fynes of eleven deniers fyne, and of’
weight an unce Troie weight, with twa granes of remeid (i. e. -
allay) alfweill of weight, as fynes, havand on the ane fide ane
Palm tree crownit, ane Schell-paddoke crepand up the fhank of
the famyn, ane axill about the tree wryttin therein Dat. Gloria
“ Vires, the date of the zeir thairunder, with this circumferiptioun,,
“ begyning at ane thirfel exurgat. Deus. ct., Diffipentur. inimici. ¢jus.
¢ and on the other fyde, our faidis Soveranis armis coverit with ane.
 clofe crown, ane thirfell on ilk fyde, with this circumfcriptioun:
“ begyning at ane croce direQlie above the crown, Maria. et, Hen~
“ ricus. Dei..Gratia Regina et Rex Scotorum®. The faid penny. to:
[ {4 haif

& & & g 2 2

¢ This was the firft large filver piece that had been coined in Scotland. It is obfer-.
valile,, that thie ir almoft the only infiance of the king’s name being placed pofterior to
: ) that
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“ haif cours for XXX th. money of this realme *; the twa part for
¢ XX fh. and the third part for X fh. all of this famyn fynes and

“ prent and of weicht equivalent, to wit, the twa part of weicht -

“ XVI deneris, and the third VIII deneris. , In confideratioun
‘ quhairof, we eharge David Foreft general of our cunzie, John
¢ Atchifoun maifter cunzeour, and all otheris officiaris of our cunzie
“ hous, ilk ane in their awin office, to forge, prent, and caufe
“ to be forged and prentit, fic pieces of weight and fynes within
“ thair remeids as is above fpecified, and that letteris be dire& for
“ publicatioun heirof in dew form as efferis, {wa that nane pretend
* ignorance heirof.”

James VI. The years of this King’s coinage are particularly
exprefled in the defcriptive part; and, therefore, it might be deem-
ed unneceflary to give it here. (Plate IX. X. and XL)

After his acceffion to the throne of England, none of his coins,
except the fixpences, are dated.
C2 The

that of the queen; however, to make amends as it were to the king, (though, I
do not conceive how the queen could well place her hufband’s name before her own,
on the public money of the nation), the famous yew #re of Cruickftone, the inheritance
of the family of Darnley in the parith of Paifley, is made the reverfc of this new coin,
and the infcription about the tree, Dat. Gloria. Vires. is, no doubt, with a view to re-
flect honour on the Lennox family. The trunk of this tree, which ftands to this day,

is fo large, and fo well fpread in its branches, that it is feen at the diftance of feveral
miles. ‘

* This afcertains with abfolute certainty, the value of filver in Scotland at that time,
viz. that the ounce of filver contained but half the number of fhillings it contains at
prefent, and confequently, that the denomination of our money was then fix to one of

the Englith ; whereas it is now twelve for one, and that our thilling was double in
weight of filver of what it is now.
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The firft money of James VL. commonly called the Yames Ryal, ¥
fhall explairi, by giving the a& of the privy council in Keith’s Ap-
pendix, No 23. which is not included in the as contained in the
appendix.

Edinburgh, pesult. Auguft 1567.
¢ It is ftatute and ordained by my Lord Regent, with advyfs and
¢ counfel of the Lords of fecret council, that thair be cunziet ane
“ penny of filver, called the ¥ames Ryal, she fynenefs of eleven de-
“ niers fine, and of weight ane unce Troyis weight, with twa grains
¢ of remeid, alfweil of weight as fynenes, havand on the ane fyde
“ of the faid crowne, ane hand putting a finger to the price of the
“ piece; on the uther fide thairof the dait of the zeir, half on the
% ane fide half on the uther of the fword, with this circumfcrip-
“ tioun begynthung at the fyde of the crewn, directlie above the
* faid price Pro me. fi. mereor. in me, and upon the uther fyde, our
¢ Souverannis armes crownit with ame clois crowne, and ane ¥
“ crownit on the ane fyde, and ane R crownit in lyke manner on.
“ the uther fyde of the famyn, with this circumfcriptioun begyn-
“ and dire@lie above the crown, with thir titles facobus. V1. Dei.
“ Gratia. Rex. Scotorvm. The faid penny to have courfe for
“ threttie fchillings money of this realme, the twa part for twentie:
¢ fchillings, and the third part for ten fchillings, all of the fame-
‘¢ fynenefs and prent, and of weicht equivalent, to witt, the twa
% part of weicht of fextein deniers, and the third part of the weicht
“ of eicht deneirs Troy weicht.” This a& confutes Bithop Nichol~
fon, as well as others, who are of opinion, that there were pieces of
this kind of fo low a value as five fhillings.

With regard to this King’s money, ftruck after his acceffion, I
fhall add Mr Anderfon’s notes upon Na 1. of Plate XI. He fays,.
% Ex praedi@is rei noftrac monetariae:tabulariis appatet hujus ge-
% meris apud nos primum. cufos fuifle 25 Martii 1605, quales etiam.

“ anno
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* anno fequente 1606, item anne 1612, in iifdem cufi memoran-
“ tur,. Neque dubium eft, quin intra annum 1607 and 1611 (quo-,
“ rum ala vel pracfe@orum negligentid, vel temporum injuria in-
“ terciderunt), plurimi ex eodem genere malleum monetarium fubi-
¢ erint.”

No 2. of this plate, is the half of the preceding. The famme au-
thor, on this cein, has the following note.

‘¢ Ex iifdem aQis patet, non folum coronatos, et femicoronatos,
“ fed et corum varias partes, i. ¢. oummos 12, 6, 2 et 1 folidorum,
¢ item folidi femiffes Scot. circa haec tempora fuifle fabricatos: qua
“ in re noftri Anglos funt imitati, qui (referentibus eorum fcripto-
“ ribus, Rad. Tho:efbio, Ducat. Leod. pag. 368. et de Angl. Monet,
% au&ore anonymo, p. 79.) earundum fpecierum nummos tum ex-
“ cuderunt. Fallitur igitur praedi@us feriptor anonymus, qui p. 89.-.
¢ contra Thorefbium, id ex Camdeno affirmantem, negat ullos num-
“ mos 2 folidorum, 1 folidi et femiffis apud nos iis 'temponbus fa-
 bricatos. At quod hos feré omnes actas deleverit, aut oblitera-
% rit, fummae eorum exilitati imputandum. Extant tamen in Num-
“ mo phylacio ICC. Edinb. unus pro 2, alter pro 1, folido figna-
“ ti.”

No 3. and 5. are the fhilling and fixpence. No 4. the two-
pence. Plate XI.)

The coins of CHARLES I. minted in Scotland. No 6. 7.8.9 and
ro. are exally the fame dye as his father’s, except the difference
of the name. The varieties in this reign, as well as the mint marks,
are very numerous, efpecially the 40 penny-pieces, the value is
marked XL* ‘XL XL XL XL befides many others, which might

be reckoned too tmnal to mention here. (Plate XI.)

Wiih
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With regard to the coins of CHARLEs IL. I fhall infert the dates
«of thofe which have fallen under my obfervation. Of No 14. the
four merks Scots, the dates are 1664, 1665, 1670, 1673, 1674,
and 1675 ; below the head is the letter F. for Falconar, who was at
that time mafter of the mint. The others, which have not this
mark, have a fmall thiftle. The dates of the coinage of No 13,
are 1664, 1670, 1673, and 1674. Of No 16. the years of coinage
are 1664, 1665, 1666, 1667, 1668, 1670, 1671, 1672, 1673, and
1674. Of No 17. are 1665, 1668, 1669, 1670, 1671, 1672, 1673,
and 1675, all with the thiftle beneath. No 1. of Plate XIII. has
dates 1676, 1679, 1680, 1681, and 1682. They have all the mint
mark F beneath, and are of the value of §6 fhillings Scots, No 2.
is dated 1675 and 1681, having alfo the letter F below the King’s
~ breaft, and is in value 28 fhillings Scots. No 3. has for dates 1676,
1677, 1678, 1679, 1680, 1681, and 1682, and a fmall F below the
head ; the value of this is 14 fhillings Scots. No 4. is dated in 168c
and 1681, and is of the value of 3 fhillings and fixpence Scots.
No 5. was ftruck during the years 1676, 1677, 1679, 1680, and
1682, having, as well as the former, the letter F below the breaft ;
value 7 fhillings Scots. (Plate XII.)

James VII.  There are only two coins of this reign ftruck in
Scotland, they are of the value of 40 and ‘afhillings Scots. Of
No 6. the years of coinage are 1687 and 1688. Of No 7. 1687
only. (Plate XIIL) .

WiLLiaM and MaRrY. Of this reign No 8. exhibits the crown, .

or 6o fhillings Scots ; thefe were ftruck in 1691 and 1692. No g.
the 4o fhillings Scots has dates 1689, 1690, 1691, 1692, 1693,
and 1694. No 10. the 20 fhillings Scots, is dated 1693 and 1694-
No 12. the 10 thillings Scots has for date 1691. No 11. the § fhil-
lings Seots, has dates 1691 and 1694.

WILLIAM
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WiLLiaM. No 1. Plate 14. is of the value of 6o fhillings Scots,
and, as well as No 2. of 4o fhillings Scots, are dated from 169§ to
1760. No 3. the 20 fhillings Scots, is dated 1695, 1696, 1697,
1698, and 1699. No 4. of 10 fhillings Scots, is dated 1695, 1696,
1697, 1698, and 1699. No 5. of the value of five thillings Scots,
is dated in 1695, 1696, 1697, 1701, and 1702, (Plate X1V.)

ANNE. There are but two coins of this reign ftruck in Scotland,

the ten and five thillings Scots. No 6. has dates 1702, 1704, and
1706, No 7. is dated 1705 and 1707. : ‘

T A BLE
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T A B L E. L

In which is thown how many numeral pounds, fhillings, and pen-
nies Scots, were coined out of one pound weight of gold; alfo
their intrinfic finenefs, and the proportion that the gold bore to
the filver,

Value of the coin _ Pound of pure
coinedoutofone | gold, weighed

Ann. Dom.| Anno Regni. Finenefs. Allay. pound of gold. of pure filver. !
oz.pw.gr |oz.pw.gr.| L. s d|B oz pw. gr.
1371, &c. | Robert II. 11 18 18] o 1 6 17 12 ofI1 117 22
1390, &c. | Robert IIL 11 18 18} o 1 6 19 4 of1r 117 22
1424 JamesI. 1911 1818 o 1 6 22 10 Oo|I1I 117 22
1451 JamesII. 15|11 18 18} @ 1 6] 33 6 ol 9 8 4 14
1456 20{r1 18 18] o 1 6 §0 o ol 9o 8 4 14
147§  James IIL.. 16|11 18 18] o 51 6] 78 15 o|10 2 o 20
1484 1 ) 24|11 1818 o 1 6] 78 15 olo 5§ 7 o9

1588 JamesIV. 1)1t 1818 o 1 6 78 15 o]0 § 7 9 ;
1529 James V. 16]11 18 18) o 1 6] 108 o of10 § 7 9
1556 Mary 14|11 o of 1 o o] 144 o o]0 5§ 8 6
1577 JamesVI. 10|11 o ol ¥ o of 240 o olio 5 8 6
1579 13/1010 of 110 o] 240 o of1r 5 2 20
1597 31|11 o ol 1 o of 360 o o122 0 © o
1601 3511 o ol 1 e o] 432 o o012 0o o o
1633 CharlesI. 9|11 0 ol 1 o o} 492 o o|13 2 7 11
1738 George II. 1211 © o] 1 o o} 560 14 o|1g 210 7
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In which may be clearly feen how many numeral pounds, fhillings,
and pennies Scots, have been coined out of one real pound
weight of filver, at different times, likewife the ftandard of fuch
money, or the different degrees of finenefs in it, under the reigns
of different Kings.

Value of the me-
ney coined outof a

4. D. Anmo Regni. Purity. Allay. . aveight of fitver
{4 From oz.pw.gr. | oz.pw.gr.| L. s d.
1107 | Alexander L.
David I.
To X::li‘::ier m It 2 of o018 o 1 o o
Alexander I1L
1296 | Jolin Baliol
From
1300
To Robert 1. 11 2 o] 018 o 1 1 o©
1329
1366 | David II. 38|11 2 of o018 o 1 § o
1367 39|11 2 o] o018 o I 9 4
From
1371
To Robert II. 11 2 ol o183 of 1 ¢ g4
1390 :
1393 | Robert 1L 4|11 2 o] 018 o I 12 o
1424 | James L. 19|11 2 o] o018 o 1 17 6
1451 | James I 1511 2 of 018 o 3 4 o
1456 20[{11 2 o] 018 o 4 16 o
1475 | James III. 16|11 2 of o18 of 7 4 o
1484 24|11 2 of o018 o 7 o o
::gg James IV. §;} 11 2 o] o018 o 7 o o
1529 | James V. 16f11 o ol 1 o ol 9 12 o
1544 | Mary 311 o of 1 0 o 9 12 o
1556 14/11 o ol 1 o ol 13 o o
1565 23 {11 O o I 0o o 18 o o
1567 | James VI. 1{11 o ol 1 o of 18 o o
1571 519 © ol 3 o0 ol 16 14 o
1576 10| 8 o ol 4 o o] 16 14 o
1579 13|11 o ol 1 o of 22 o o
1581 Ig§j1t 0 o] 1 o of 24 o0 o©
1597 : 3t {1t o ol 1 o o| 30 o o
1601 35|11 o o}l 1 o ol 36 o o
1738 | George II. 12'11 o ol o18 o| 39 4 o
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I fhall now proeeed to the gold coinage ; the origin of which can-
not be carried farther back than the reign of Robert II. I am a-
ware, that many perfons will difagree in this point, and’ infift that
Robert I. did coin; but, I would beg leave to offer one reafon,
which, I think, may have weight. If Robert 1. coined gold, it is
moft natural to fuppofe, that his fucceflor David II. would imitate
him ; but none of his have ever'been heard of. Had there been a
coinage, among fuch a number of cabinets as are formed and form-
ing, furely David’s money muft have been known. The learned
Nicholfon, whofe knowledge was very extenfive, is of this opinion,
and founds it on the fame arguments that he ufes in the filver coins,
That Edward 1II, was the firt who ftruck thefe kind of coins in
England, and he reigned after Robert I. of Scotland.

Prior to the reign of James I of Scotland there is nothing in the
publick a&ts relating to the gold money. Jan 1514, which was
the year he returned to Scotland, after his captivity, he ena&ed in
parliament, That both the gold and filver coin fhould be conform
with that of England, in finenefs and in weight.

The gold money of Scotland was fimilar in figure, fize, and fhape,
to thofe of other nations, particularly the Englith. Till the reign
of James V. the pieces were generally of a large and broad furface,
but very thin. 'This Prince was the firft who diminifhed their fize,
by increafing their thicknefs. © The moft remarkableare thofe com-
monly called the Bonnet-pieces, which were ftruck of native gold ;
in beauty and elegance of workmanthip, they approach the neareft
to the Roman coins, and very much furpafs all the coinage of Europe
at that period, or even fince.

- Wigh regard to the denominations of the different coins, there is
an unfurmountable difficulty, Meft of the A&s for the coinage of
particular pieces were never printed, mor is there any other way of

afcertaining
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sfcertaining them at this diftance of time. It is probable, that, in
this, as well as in other particulars, we followed the example of
" the Englith, who gave their gold the general name of Florins, from
the Florentines or Tufcans, who then excelled all others in the art
of refining and ftricking gold and filver coins ; they were fometimes
called Nobles, becaufe they were compofed of the nobleft or pureft
metal. In the early periods, it was cuftomary with the Englith-to
give the gold the fame name with the filver. The Florins of the
largeft fize were alfo called Pence, their halfs, halfpence, the quar~
ter, quadrants and ferlings; but afterwards, their names were de-
rived from the devices impreffed on them : The angel took its name
from the figure of the angel trampling on the dragon. The rofe
noble from the Englith rofe furrounded with the regalia. Reals and
Jovereigns from the icon of the King, or from other fymbols of fo-
vereignty. For fimilar reafons, the names Florins and nobles firft
diftinguifhed the Scottith coins ; they were afterward denominated
Lions, from the figure ufed as the arms of this kingdom. The
Scottith gold is fo termed .in the public a&ts and private contra@s.

With regard to the finenefs of the gold coinage of this country, -
I have fubjoined a table thowing the intrinfic finenefs, &c. to which
I refer. At the fame time, I muft remark, that, from this table it
appears, that, during the period, from the reign of ‘Robert Il. in
1371, to that of Mary in 1556, the gold was 10z, 18 pw. 18¢r.
fine, and ooz. 1pw, 6gr. allay. During Mary’s reign, it was
110z fine and 10z, allay; except for a part of James V1.’ reign,
when it was only 100z. 10pw. fine, and 1-02. 10 paw, allay; the
finenefs continues the fame. .

As to weights, a confiderable difficulty occurs in afcertaining, with
precifion, what were the real weights of the different pieces. Thes
adts of parliament ordering the mintages, are filent as to the weight ;.
they only give the finenefs, and what they fhall be current-for;
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The weights, as they now are, feem a very imperfe& rule, as there
are few or none in good prefervation: Such as I have weighed, I
fhall give. The St Andrew of Robert II. weighs generally 38 gr. -
that of Robert IIL. 60 gr. the St Andrew or lion of James IL 48 gr.
This continues the only device till James II1. introduced the unicorn
. holding the fhield; the largeft of thefe weighs 48 gr. the half in
proportion. Thofe of James IV. are the fame, except No 3. of
plate II. which weighs §7¢r. No 2. weighs 19 gr. The bonnet-
piece, No 5. and g. of plate II. weighs 72 gr. its half, No 11. and
quarter, No 10. in proportion. Of Mary’s, No 14. weighs 32 gr.
the lion, with her cypher, No 15. and 16. weighs 78 gr. and the
golden ryal, with her buft, dated 1555, 115 gr.

Before I enter into the defcription of the following plates, I beg
leave to obferve, that, in the whole of the Scottifh gold coinage,,
there does not appear the name of a fingle town ; confequently, we
bave no rule for afcertaining the places of mintage; but, from the
numerous mint watks in moft of the reigns, it may be naturally
concluded that'there were feveral mints. I could have withed to
bave given a diftin@ account of thofe particular mint marks which
bave come to my knowledge ; but it will readily occur to. every
perfon, that the defcription of them here would not anfwer the pur- .
pofe; and the engraving every variety would have required at leaft
double the prefent number of plates, and increafed the price too:
much in propostion to the real value.

RoserT IL. The legend of the reverfe of two of this King’s
coinage js very fingular; and, as its meaning may not be obvious,.
I explain it. XPC is put as a contraltion of the Greek word.
XPICTOC, or XP13 TOS,. Chrif. The fame legend. is ufed by
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his fucceffors, Robert IIl. and James I. No. 2. has Dns. Protes.
M. z, libe. for Dominus proteltor meus et hberator meus.

RoserTt lII. " No. 5. has Scotmu, and on ghe\ reverfe is Xnmmv.
apparently blunders in the perfon who made the dye, as the laft can-
not be meant as a contra&ion of the legend.

James I. On No. g. of this reign, the legend is changed to
Salvum, fac Populum Tvum. The varieties in the gold coins of this
King are very numerous, as well as his filver: The legend is divi-
ded by fleur de lis, fmall croffes, annulets, &ec.

James II.  The word Doe, ow the reverfe of No. 10. is placed as
a contra&ion of Domine,

James IIE, The legend is again changed, which being long, is
contra&ted in many different ways; but is to be read Exvrgat Deus,
et Dissipentur, inimici, ¢jus. On one, in the word immici, the two
firlt letters are comprehended in the letter N. which method was
much ufed in ancient. infcriptions. There is a variety having the
fame legend, Exurgat Deus, &c. on both fides, only contra@ed dif-
ferently. On the fide with the unicorn is, Exugat, De, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>