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TO HIS GRACE
THE DUEKE OF
NORTHUMBERLAN D.

MY LORD,

; AD my excellent brother lived to pubhﬂ1 the followmg
H Work himfelf, I am perfuaded he would have fheltered
it under your Grace’s patronage. He always exprefled
in the ftrongeft terms his gratitude for the affability and
condefcenfion that. were fhown him, when he did himfelf
the honour fometimes to ;wait on your Grace at Alnwick-
Caftle: and he has more _than once obferved . to.me, that the
Duke of Northumberland ‘would be.in all refpe@s the moft
proper Patron, to whom he .could wifh to dedicate thefe
Annals, “

Awnonc the diftinguifhed Families on the Borders, the Houfe
of PERCY will be. allowed :to .have. been . one ..of the moft
eminent in:either kingdom : :and to. whom . could a Hiftory -of
the Borper-Wars with.fo much .propriety be infcribed, as-to
the . prefent illuftrious Reprefentative .of that; great Family?
© Permit me, therefore, with all humility, tolay-the following
pages at your Grace’s feet; and to folicit for the labours
A 2 ' of
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DEDTICATTION

.of my lamented brother, the favoumble acceptance of the
Duke oF NORTHUMBERLAND. .

InTERMIXED with the general Hiftory of the two nations,
your Grace will find -many interefling  events, that pe-
culiarly related to the Percy Family. Indeed, for many
ages, that martial race were fo intimately concerned in all
the great tranfaétions-of this country, that the following
Annals are, in fome meafure, a regular Hiftory of the EarLs

of NorTHUMBERLAND, and form an almoft continued nar-

rative of the noble deeds and exalted characters of a Family,
which being originally fprung from Kings and Princes, hath
fince its fettlement in Britain. produced pelhaps more heroes
and illuftrious men, than almoft any other family in Europe.

THE contemplation of their gfmt‘ atchiievemnenrs will
however excite this refletion ; that although the ancient
fcenes of turbulence and confuﬁon exhibited great abilities
to ‘view, and brought heroes’ and warriors upon the ftage;
yet it is only in times of fecurlty ‘and quiet that mankind
enjoy the comforts of life: and as the former Earls of Nor-
thumberland a&ed a moft ‘glorious part amidft the ancient
wars on the Borders; fo your Grace is much more happlly
diftinguithed for all the amiable and engaging qualities
which ' polith 'and “adorn a’ more ‘tranquil period. ~ To  pa-
tronife {cience, 'to promote agriculture, to clothe thefe naked
and long negleced marches of the kingdom with extenfive
woods and plantations ; to reftore, with their fallen feats and
caftles, the hofpitality - and magnificence of our ‘ancient
barons, has been referved for your Grace; and you will no

lefs
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lefs be admired and revered in future ages, for thefe happier
arts of peace, than your heroic predeceflors for their martial

talents.

TuaT your Grace, and your moft amiable and illuftrious
Confort, may long adorn the exalted rank you fo worthily :
poflefs; and continue to be juftly celebrated, as the diftin-
guithed patrons of learning, commerce, and of every elegant
and ufeful art; and that your noble defcendants may to the
moft diftant ages tranfmit your honours, and following your
examples, may ftill add new luftre to their high extraction,
is the fincere and ardent wifh of,

MY LORD,

Your Grace’s
Moft obedient, and
Moft devoted
Humble fervant,

PHILIP RIDPATH.
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H E Borders of the united kingdoms of England and Scotland ' were,

from their fituation, the fcenes of the mlhtary enterprifes and exploits
that-happened betwixt the contending nations. They were likewife the fcenes
and objests of many a tranfation of :a civil nature; particularly, of the nego-,
ciation and, conclufion-of a very great- number of treaties of peace and truce.
A regular narrative, fupported by the beft authorities, of the remarkable events
cthbucd upon the frontiers.of . the two kingdoms, is, in the followmo Work,

offered to the Public.

The relations of the military tranfations are compiled from the moft
authentic. hiftorians of England and Scotland, and all along conne&ed with
fo much of- the hiftory, of both nations, as feems neccﬁ'ary for under-
ftanding their circumftances, caufes, and confequences; and for conveying to
the reader, a knowledge of the charaters of the principal perfons concerned in
thefe fcenes of, ftrife. Aware of the prejudices of the hiftorians on both fides,
the Author has been upon his guard, and has endeavoured to conduét his
narrative of the. Border-Wars with the firicteft impartiality. And indeed it
required all his caution and prudence, qualities which he eminently poffefied,
to avoid giving offence to either people, and to fteer with fafety through fo
uncertain and difficult a period. ~

With regard to the civil tranfactions that happened upon thie marches, the
Author’s account of them is chiefly taken from the valuable colle&tion of
archives. publithed by Mr. Rymer. This colletion contains a feries of treaties
and original papers relating to the borders, many of which have been but
imperfeétly confidered, and in various inftances mifreprefented, even by the
more accurate and voluminous i inquirers of both kingdoms, whofe negligence in
this refpect feems to have arifen from their attention to objects of a more gcncral
and interefting nature. The above-mentioned treaties, and thofe publifhed
by Dr. Nicholfon in his Border.Laws, the Author did therefore perufe, with
the greateft care, and gives, it is hoped, a more accurate and better conneéted
account of them than hath hitherto appeared; by which feveral miftakes com-
mitted by the moft exaét compilers of the Scottifh and Englifh hiftories are cor-

reted, and many of their defects fupplied.

The Author hath all along illuftrated his narrative with notes, in which he
has taken great pains to adjuft dates and to remove doubts and difficulnies ;.
4 and-
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and hath likewife enlivened them with anecdotes relating to remarkable perfons
and antiquities, which could not with any propriety be received into the text,
Thefe fhort difcuflions and anecdotes, may probably appear to many readers,
the moft entertaining, and not the leaft ufeful part of the work,

As the firft intention of the Author was to publifh the hiftory and antiquities
of Berwick *, and of the neighbouring country on the eaftern berder; it muft
be obferved, that the original defign had fo far engrofied his time. and atten--
tion, that the events on the Eaft Border are related more circumftantially and

at large than thofe on the Weft.

It is indeed to be regretted, that the Author did not live to give his finifh-
ing hand to his Work, and to publith it himfelf. But the Editor would fain
hope, that the Border-Hiftory partakes of fewer difadvantages than moft pofthu-
mous performances; as it is the fruit of many years inceflant application, and
as the Author was fcrupuloufly exalt in executing every ‘part of his laborious
undertaking with all poffible accuracy. 1 T

The Editor thinks himfelf obliged to inform the reader, that in the Author’s
MS. there was a gap of about twenty years of a very bufy period on the
Borders, in Edward the Third’s time, fubfequent to that prince’s coming to
the North to befiege Berwick. This deficiency the Editor was under a necef-
fity of fupplying, which he confidered as a very difficult tafk; but fortunately
difcovered among the Author’s papers, fome notes that were of great ufe in
filling it up. Some {maller omiffions he has likewife fupplied ; and has added
feveral ‘notes for the illuftration of the text where he thought they were
wanted. : :

* The Author publithed, in 1764, propofals for printirg by fubfcription, the Hiftory and Anti-
quities of -Berwick, and of the neighbouring conntry on each fide of the eaftern border of Scotland
aud England - (by which he “meant Berwickfhire, or the Mers, with fome of the eaftern and
northern’ parts of Roxburghthire, on the fide of Scotland; and thofe parts of Northumberland and
the county of Durham, extending fouthward as far as Bamborough and Alnwick, on the fide of
Eugland):* But he afterwards calarged his plan, and compofed the following extenfive work.
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ENGLAND axp SCOTLAND,

BOOK L

T is agreed by the ableft inquirers into the hiftory of antiquities of Bri-

tain, that the firft accounts of the ifland, that deferve any credit, are
given us by the Romans. -Nor did thefe conquerors penetrate into the
more northern parts of Britain, before the time of Julins Agricola, who  A.D.78.
commanded the Roman forces under the Emperor Vefpafian. This illuf- I;li:zlt;t',zx.
trious general began his conquefts, by fubduing the warlike inhabitants of & s
North-Wales, and the Ifle of Anglefey. - He afterwards reduced the country rom.y. 4.
rorth from Chefhire to the Solway Frith; and from thence to the mouth’ of the
Tyne erected a chain of forts, which were afterwards conne@ed by the
wall of Adrian, and contributed much to its ftrength. In his third cam-
paign, which was in the 8oth year of the chriftian =ra,’ he entered the
country which was afterwards called Scotland, and penetrated as far ‘as the Vit Agtic,
Frith of Tay *. He appears to have marched through the high country, =
which lies to the weft of the Eaftern Lowlands of Scotland; and at proper
places in his progrefs ereted forts, by means of which, he maintained,
through winter, the ground he had gained in fummer. His fourth cam- 4, p. g,
paign was employed in thoroughly fubduing and fecuring the countries to rage, vi.
the fouth of the Friths of Forth and Clyde; for which purpofe- he erefted Agic. . 23,
a chain of forts between thefe Friths, by means whereof, and the Friths
themfelves, the Northern Britons were fhut up as it were in another ifland .
It is probable that, by thefe conquelts of Agricola, the people inhabiting
the country which afterwards became the borders between Scotland and

* The words of Tacitus are, Paflatis ufgue ad Taum (zfluario nomen ¢fi) nationibus  Some una
derftand by Taus, Tweced ; but if Tweed were meant, the name of Effuary or Frith would
not be jutly applied to it. Befides, the account Tacitus gives of Agricola’s employment in his
fourth campaign, fthews that he had penetrated in the former far beyond the Tweed.

+ It is evident, from various unqueftionable authorities, that many ancient writers confidered
this part of Scotland, asa diftinétifland, giving it the name of Hibernia or lerne. See Good-
-all’s learned Preface (o the lafk edition of Fordun, :

- B ' England ;
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England;s together-with - the -adjacent provinces, betwixt-the -territories - of
the ancient Brigantes * on the fouth, and the Friths of Forth and Clyde
in the north ; were brought into fome degree of civilization, and firft taught
to abandon their rude and wandering life; in order to dwell in towns and
fixed habitations. * This great commander employed his three following
campaigns, in exploring by his fleet .the coafts of Scotland and the ad-
jacent ifles, ‘ahd in profpefous; though difficulc expeditions; again{t the brave’

a. D. 35 Caledonians, the ‘inhabitants of the country 6 the notth of the Friths ; and

- had not the jealous tyrant Domitian put a ftop to his progrefs by a fudden

recall, Agricola would have probably had the glory of making a complete
reducion and fettlement of the whole ifland of Britain under the dominion
of the Romans. '

What. Agricola had fo nearly effeCted, doth not appear to have been
farther purfued, either in the “remainder: of Domitian’s reign, or in the
fucceeding ones of Nerva, Trajan, and Adrian. It is probable, that the
terrible defeat given by Agricola to the Caledonians under Galgacus, was
followed by fuch weaknefs and confternation, as prevented any formidable

A.D. 12 Aattacks upon the Roman province for a confiderable time. But when Adrian
made his progrefs into Britain about thirty-fix years after, he either thought
it fo difficult to maintain the chain of forts: which Agricola had ereéted be-
tween thé Friths, or judged Northumberland and the fouthetn parts of Scot-
land to be of o lictle value, that leaving all. that country open to the Bar-

sprtia bty © barians, he raifed the famous rampart of Tutf 73 miles’in length, from

Avg.p st the ‘Frith of Solway to near the mouth of Tyne, for the fecurity of the

- fouthern and more valuable parts of the ifland. % ‘

~ About_the beginning of Antoninus’s reign, ‘the northern Britons having

invaded fome part of the country adjacent'to Adrian’s rampart, and which.

Capitotinut, {till continued under the prote&ion of the Romans, they were repelled by

Pavfan. g;;rﬂcy Lollius Urbicus, and this general, in ordér to prevent the like incurfiors, and

BreRom. zem to re-eftablifh the dominion of the Romans, it the country now called the

Scotifh inferip= South of Scotland +, erefed an earthen rampart refembling that of Adrian,

74 along the tract between the Friths of Forth and Clyde, where Agricola had

A-D- x4 buile his forts about fixty years before.. The geographer Prolemy, who

Salelshin->i wrote in the reign of Antoninus, mentions feveral regions and towns, in his

p. 738 7%.  defcription of the fouthern part of the ifland. Of thefe Tuefis or Tuafis is

thought by fome to have been the ancient Berwick upon Tweed, bearing that

Baatttl name in common with the river; but the fituation of the place, as defcribed
by Prolemy, is not confiftent with this opinion.

_ ‘During the forty years that fucceeded, wherein the two excellent princes

Cipiolines, Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius governed the Roman empire, there is

* The Brigantes were the inhabitants of Yorkfhire, Lancathire, Weftmoreland, and Cumber-
land: but the inhabitants of the Lowlands of Scotland were, before the Romans came thither,
either dependents or vaffals of the Brigantes ; or at leaft confederates with them, and of their
race, having the fame divinity for their particalar - patronefs, as appears from the infcription of
an altar dug up in Scotland, and infcribed to the goddefs Briganta, '

+ Paufanias, in his account of this matter, feems plainly to give the name of Brigantes to
the inhabitants of the South of Scotland. Goodall’s Preface to Fordun, ¢. %»

2 onl};



ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND.

only a general mention of a war with the barbarous nations in Britain, whofe
commotions were happily fupprefled by Calpurnius Agricola.  But Com-
modus, the degenerate fon of the lat named of thefe emperors, had not
long held the reins of government, until Britain ‘fhared in thofe diforders that
naturally arofe throughout the dominions of fo abandoned and diffolute a
monfter. _

The * Caledonians breaking through one or both of the walls deftroyed the
Roman army, flew their- general, and committed terrible ravages in the pro-
vince. Ulpius Marcellus, a man of fuch eminent virtue and talents, that
nothing but extreme neceflity could have engaged Commodus to employ him,
was fent over into Britain to quell thefe diforders; and his fuccefs in this
work was foonfo complete, that, in confequence of the defeats he gave the
invaders, Commodus aflumed the title of Britannicus ; and the Roman part
of the ifland, during the reft of his reign, though difturbed by fome
mutinous commotions of the foldiery, doth not appear to have fuffered any
more from the incurfions of the Barbarians, ’ :

The diffolute preetorian bands, dreading the fevere difcipline of Pertinax,
the fucceffor of Commodus, put him to death, after he had reigned three
months ; and having expofed the empire to fale, found a purchafer in Didius
Julianus, whofe riches were his only merit. The armies in the different
provinces, incenfed at thefe proceedings, did,"much about the fame time,
confer -the dignity of Emperor on three different generals,  Of thefe Sep-
timius Severus prevailed over his two rivals Pefcennius Niger and Clodius
Albinus.  Albinus commanded the forces in Britain ; and having carried over
a great number of them into Gaul, he was defeated in that province by
Severus. The latter immediately fent over Virius Lupus as his proprator
into Britain, to repel the Barbarians, who, by the diminution of the ufual
defence of the Roman province, might have been tempted to invade ir.
Lupus found on his arrival, that the emperor’s apprehenfions were juft,
the Caledonians and Mz=ate having -committed confiderable ravages in the
Roman province; but, not having fufficient force to reftrain or revenge
thefe injuries, he made peace with them. It is on this occafion that we firft
read of the Mzaiz +, who appear to have inhabited the lower lands of

Scotland,

* Horfley thinks it moft probable, that the feat of this war was chiefly between the two walls
of Adrian and Antoninus Pius, He obferves, that it is probable that the Caledonians had broke
through the wall of Antoninus Pius not long after it was erelled, and that this may be the reafon
of our meeiing with no infcriptions there, but what belong to that reign; at leait no other

A, D, 180,

Dio.

A.D. 183

A.D. 193

Herodian, 1, 3,

Dio, 1ib, 76,
¢ Theodofio,
p. 8gr1.
Carte,

emperor is cxprefily mentioned but the firft Antoninus, nor is there any certain date but what .

rclates to his time.  Brit, Rom. p, 53,

+ "Their name is derived from the Britith word meat, a plain: Dio fays, they had no towiis ; but
it is evident from Ptolemy’s geography, that there were fome towns at that timein the South of Scot-
land, Dio alfo mentions Severus’s returning, after he had made peace with the Caledonians, into the
country of friends or allies, (&5 Tv @inan) which Carte interprets of the country between Adrian’s wall
and the Friths, which though not reduced into the form of a province, was inhabited by pcople that
were dependants and allies of the Romans. [But why may not gina denote the'Roman province
itfelf?] But that the inhabitants of this country were the Mzatx of Dio, is inferred from his
faying, That, at the time of Severus’s expedition, ¢ there were two nations of the Britons that
“ remained unconquered, the Caledonians and the Maatz, whereof the latter dwelt next the

B2 ’ “ wall

o



Dion.
St. Jerom,

Herodian, 1. 3.
€. 46,

Dio, 1. 76.
p. 866,

A.D, 208,

THE BORDER-HISTORY OF

Scotland, while the mountainous parts were poffefied by the ‘Caledonians ;
but it is doubted whether thefe Mzatx were the inhabitants of the South of
Scotland or of the lower traéts of country to:the north of Edinburgh
Frith ; although the former opinion feems more probable. The ‘ancient
h)ﬁonans defcribe the Caledonians and Meaatze as entirely refembling each
other in their manners and cuftoms, both in war and peace. Their arms
were the fame as thofe ufed by their- anceftors in the time of Agricola: . For
offence they were provided with a fhort fpeir, a broad fword, a durk, and
javelins; for defence they had nothing but a fmall target. They lived in
tents, having no houfes, towns, or tlllace ‘Hence their food was chiefly
the milk and flefh of their cattle, and the game they took in hunting, to-
gether with the roots and fruits that the foil ‘naturally yielded. 'Ihey are
faid to have had fome .fortof feod, or rather medicine, a quantity of which
no bigger than a bean, prevented all fenfe of hunger and thirft; and this
they ‘made ufe of in their long marches. They abftained totally From filh
though their feas and rivers produced it in great plenty. . Initgad of drefs,
they pamted their bodies, which were moftly naked, with the figures of va-
rious kinds of animals. They bhad * wives in common ; and property in other
matters was very little regarded by them. They were “fwift and fure of foot ;
patient of toil, hunger, thirft, and other hardfhips. They had horfes fmall
but fleet, and retained: their ancient cuftom of fighting in chariots. In
almoft all thefe pirticulars, and alfo in their language, they refembled
the Brigantes, wnth whom they appear to. have been originally the- fame
cople.

. After the peace which had been concluded with ‘thefe Barbanans had
continued about ten years, they renewed their.attacks upon the Roman pro-
vince, and were at firlt repulfed by the Roman generals, but returning’ again
to the charge with redoubled fury, they diftreffed the Roman forces fo much
that the governor was obliged to requeft frefh fupplies to be fent him. This
engaged the emperor Severus, a prince of a martial fpirit and great talents,
to undertake in perfon an expedition into Britain. The reftlefs Barbarians,
filled with terror on hearing.of the emperor’s arrival in the ifland, fent am-
baffadors to fue for peace ; but Severus having detained them, unnl he was
ready to begin his march, fet out with a mlghty army, refolving to pene-
trate to the moft diftant fhores of the ifland. He was fo diftrefled and in-

4¢ wall that divides the ifland into two parts, and that the Caledonians were beyond thefe.”

Now, according to Tacitus, the country of the Caledonians began from Antoninus’s rampart ; and
therefore, the Mzatz muft have lain between the walls of Adrian and Antoninus, That the
pofleflion the Romans had of the country between thefe walls was very fhort and uncertain, and
that Adrian’s rampart or Severus’s wall was the moft ufual boundary of .the Roman province, is
inferred from various infcriptions, found in the ftations upon that wall or near it, relating to-both
former and latter emperors, while there are no fuch evidences of lafting Roman fettlements in

-the country adjacent to the rampart of Antoninus. Carte, p. 141. Horfley, p. 73. Goodall’s

Preface to Fordun, ¢.-8. Innes’s Effay, c. 2.
* 'That the Caledonians had wives in common, the author relates npon the authority of Dio

.and_S¢t. Jerome; and Cafar gives much the fame account of the Southern Britons : there is fome

reafon, however, to thiok, that their opinion is unjuftly founded on’'the promifcuous manner of

“living in thofe nations ; fo very much different from that of the Romans.

" firm
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firm with the gout, that he was obliged to be carried in a litter ; but the:
vigour of his mind, and the feverity of his difcipline, overcame all difficulties.
By the continued hard labour of his foldiers, he opeped or made ways.over
mountains, and through forefts and moraflfes *. At laft, returning from his
tedious progrefs, in which he had employed many months, he gave peace
to the Barbarians, on their yielding up 1heir arms, and part of their country.
But that he did not confider this acquifition of territory as fecure, or of
much value, “appears from his contenting’ himfelf with ftrengthening: the
ancient defence. of the Roman province, which Adrian had ereted, by
building a ftene wall in the neighbourhood of that emperor’s rampart. spstian.p. 35;.
This work was completed in the year before he died, and is celebrated by an 4. p .10
ancient author as the chief glory of his reign +-. ' '
The death of Severus, which happened at York, was probably a deliver-
ance of the northern Britons from utter deftruction. For before he died,
encouraged, as is likely, by the accounts they had of the declining ftate of
his health, they had violated the late peace, and renewed their hoftile in-
curfions. Severus fent ouct againft them his eldeft fon BafTanus, firnamed
Coracalla, with orders to {pare neither age nor fex; but the emperor foon
‘after dying, his fon, eager to affume poﬁ'"cmon of the empire, made peace
with the Barbarians, by reftoring to them the country { they had yielded to
his father; and he and his brother Geta, foon after fet out to accompany
their father’s afhes to Rome. ¢ th ] ; TR A
The affairs § of Britain are {carce mentioned by hiftorians, from the time
of this expedition of Severus, until the reign of Dioclefian, which was an a.D:ass.
interval of more than feventy years. Soon after Dioclefian’s acceflion to' the Aurel: Victors
empire, Caraufius, by birth a Menapian or Batavian, of low -extraction, E:::.:i'.mneg.
became fo formidable, by the riches he acquired in the command he had over %
the Roman navy, which was ftarioned at Boulogne, for the defence of the
coafts or feas of France and Britain, againlt the northern Barbarians, that
Maximian, Dioclefian’s colleague in the empire, gave orders to feize and put
him to death: Caraufius, informed of his danger, paffed over to Britain;
where by bribes and careffes he attached wholly to his interefts the legion
and auxiliary forces there ftationed, and, with their approbation, affumed
the purple. The power and fuccefles.of Caraufius_ at fea, made it fo dif-
ficult for Maximian to accomplith a defcent on Britain, or to defend the
neighbouring coafts ‘againt his attacks, that he was glad to conclude a peace

Dio, L. 77.
He:odian.

A.D. 286.

* What part of their country this was is not clear ; it is probable it was the South of Scotland,
or the covntry between the walls, Hoiley, p. 6z, £3.

4 It was this emperor aifo who divided the Roman province into two governments or prefec-
tares, called Britannia Superior and Britannia Inferior ; the former containing ‘the more fouthern
counties of England and the principality 'of Wales, and the lalter the counties to the north of
thefe, fo far as the Roman dominions extended.

t This, ’iis likely, was the country between the wa'ls, excegt a few advanced ftations ; ‘which,
by the Itinerary, probably written in the time of -Caracalla, appear to have been retained by the
Romans.

§ OF the thirty tyrants, by whom the empire was torn to pieces about A, D, 260, Lollianus,
Viftorinus, Pofthumus, the Tetrici, 2nd Marius, feem to have been governors of this ifland; their
coins being daily foand in it in great plenty, Camden’s Introd, p, go. Horfley, Br, Rom, p. 68,

with -
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with him, on the hard terms of acknowledging him- as a partner in the em-
pire with Dioclefian and himfelf. ~Caraufius, thus fixed in the feat of govern-
ment, exerted his power with great conduét and vigour for feven years.
He repelled the northern Barbarians, and according to Nennius, repaired the
rampart between the Forth and Clyde, erecting feven new caltles to increafc
its ftrength. :

Alleétus, one of Caraufius’s officers, having put his mafter to death,
feized the government of Britain, and after having retained it three years,
loft his life, in repelling an invafion of Conftantius Chlorus, the father of
Conftantine the Great. The emperors Dioclefian and Maximian had raifed
Conftantius and Maximian Galerius to the dignity of Cafars; and in the
divifion, which was made at that time of the empire, Britain was a part of
Conftantius’s thare; the death of Allectus having put him in poffeflion of
the Roman province in that ifland. He reigned over it all the reft of his
life, much beloved by his fubjects for his great and amiable qualities. Even
the northern people gave him no difturbance, until the laft year of his reign,
in which he made a fuccefsful expedition againft them, and afterwards died
at York.

Conftantius, about fifteen months before his death, upon the refignation
of Dioclefian and Maximian, had, in conjunction with Galerius, been raifed
to. the dignity of Emperor. He declared, on his death-bed, his fon Con-
ftantine his fucceflfor, who was acknowledged as fuch by ‘the army im-
mediately after his father expired. Helena, the mother of this eminent per-
fon, was a native of Britain; and is faid to have been the daughter of Cvi/ a
Britifth prince *, in alliance with the Romans, whofe dominions moft probably
lay “in the South of Scotland. Conftantine, by force, money, or addrefs,
quickly compofed the diforders on the frontiers of the province; and Bri-
tain, during the reft of his reign of thirty years, feems to have remained in
peace. ' Under Conftantine’s government,. the adminiftration of civil and
military affairs in the empire was new modelled ; and of confequence new

" charges and titles of authority were introduced into Britain. The civil

affairs + of the empire being managed.by four chief prafetts; thofe of Bri-
tain were under the direCtion of the prafet of Gaul, who exercifed his
office here by a deputy or vicar. Under this chief députy, were two other
confular deputies, one for each of the provinces, poffeffed by the Romans;
and thefe latter deputies had under them three judges called Prefidents, who
determined all caufes criminal and civil. The military affairs of the weftern
empire weré under the. direCtion of two Maflers of the Soldiers, one of the
horfe, and another of the foot. To the latter belonged the department of
Britain 5 and the officers he had in that ifland immediately fubjeét to him,
were, the Count of Britain, the Count of the Saxon Shore in Britain, and the
Duke of Britain. The firft. had the command of the forces in the interior

- * The diftrit of the fhire of Air, called Xy/e, is thought to have borrowed its name from this
prince. '

+ This account given by Camden, feems to have been taken by him (fays Horfley) chiefly
from the Notuwia, and Pancirollus’s annotations on it. According to Horfley’s obfervations, it is
not altogether correét.  Br. Rom, p. 71, ‘

part
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part of the country, the fecond was charged with the defence of the coaft
againt the Saxons, and the laft with the defencé ‘of the northern marches
. againft the Barbarians. This Doke of Britain; had the command of thirty-
eight garrifons, confifting of fourteen thoufand foot and nine hundred horfe ;
which was miore than two-thirds of the whole Roman forces in the ifland..
There is little evidence of any confiderable progrefs made by Chriftianity in the Cirte.
Roman province, beforethe reign of Conftantiis and his fon Conftantine ;
the former of whom fhewed great favour to Chriftians, 'and . the latter openly
profefled their religion. The Britith church in the time of Conftantine had
grown fo confiderable, that bifhops were fent from it, to.attend councils on
the continent. ! e eoslaterig

Upon the death of Conftantine in 337, Britain, in confequence of the
divifion of the empire made by that emperar among his three fons, became
fubjeét to Conflantine, the eldeft of them.. This prince being flain-about .a.D. 330,
three years after, in ‘a- battle with his brother Conftans near Aquileia; the Libaniui.
latter obtained the poffeflion of Britain, together with the reft of the weftern, .-
empire. Conftans after having reigned abour ten years, was depofed and
flain by Magnentius ; and this cruel tyrant having kept -the weftern empire
in fubjetion about four years, was overcome and purfued to deftruction by
Conftantius, 'who, in confequence, became malfter of the Romain empire
in its whole extent, and continued fo to- his death, which happened feven !
years after that of Magnentius. - Julian, the coufin of Conftantius; and who, A.p. 36z
before the death of‘the latter, was far advanced in the enterprife of -de-
pofing him, was his fucceffor in the whole empire 5 but after enjoying it about a4, p. 363
twenty months, was flain in his expedition againft the Perfians; and in him
ended the imperial line of the family of Conftantine. The hiftory of thefe
emperors contains very few events relating to Britain. It is however in' this
period that the Scots begin to be mentioned along: with the Pics, as di-
ftrefling by their incurfions the Roman province. Conftans made an expe- Ammian.
dition againft them in the year 343: and the year before Conftantius’s death, 4 p, 50,
Julian fent over Lupicinus, a man celebrated for his military talents, to de-
fend the province againft the fame invaders *. ‘

Jovian,

* The Scots are, after this period, mentioned by hiftorians as the allies of the Pifts, and as
almott always combined with the latier in their incurfions into the Roman province. The novelty Innes’sCrit. EA.
of their name, and their being firlt heard of about this time, gives countenance to the opinion of p. 538,344
their having paffed over from the continent into Britain, in fome of the migrating fhoals fo com-
mon in thofe days. The conformity of their language, manners, and cuftoms, to thofe of the
old Irith, fhew thefe latter and the Scots to have been originally the fame people ; and the Irith,
as their traditions reporr, derive their anceftors from Spain. What renders this probable is,
that in the ancient names of fome places and people fettled in the north of Spain, there are
veftiges of a Scythian extra&ion: and this leads alfo to a probable etymology of the name of
Scori, which differs not much from Seyzba or Scpte. Camden ohferves, that the Britons,
in their ancient tongue, call both the nations, Scyrhs and Scors, by the fame name. And the
Germans, as it is remarked by Inres, name the Scyrhs and Scots by the fame word Scutten, The
name of Scots, for along time, was given promilcuoufly to the Irith, and to the inhabitants of
the weftern highlands and ifles of Scotland, and the country of the former was alfo called Seotia,
The Scotiith hiftorians derive Fergus their firlt king from Ireland ; and Bede, who is feveral .
centuries older than the oldeft remaining hiftorians of the Scots, arnd by his vicinity to Scotland ?‘? Ecc. by o
: had™

-
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Jovian, the fucceffor of Julian, after reigning only eight months, was fuc-

A.D.354. ceeded by Valentinian ; during whofe reign Britain continued to be more and

Goodall’sPreface

more

had accefs to know the traditions prevailing amongft that people in his time, relates, that the
Scots of Ireland, paffing over from that ifland, under the condué of Reuda, obtained from the
Pidts, either by force or friendfbip, the country that they afterwards pofleffed. According to the
fame author, the Piéts came originally from “Scythia, which may well enough be underflood to
denote Denmark, Norway, and the other countries ronnd the, Baltick ; and took poffeflion of the
northern parts of Britain; to which the Britons, the inhabitants of the fouthern parts, and who
came originally from Gaul, had not yet extended themfelves, The Pifts, in their migration,
having been driven round the north of Britain, on the coafts of the Scots in Ireland, were direted
by them to fettle in the vacant part of the great ifland they had left behind them, to which they
accordingly retarned ; the Scots are alfo faid to have given them their daughters for wives, which
was the beginning of a clofe and lafting alliance between the nations. y * i -
Againft thefe traditions, which muft be allowed to very vague, and in fome refpefls improbable,

to Fordun, p. 7. are brought as evidences of the internal kind, that the Scots and Piéts were originally from Gaul,

Preface to
Temora.

Edw, Lihwd.

Camden’s
Britan,

as well as the Britons; and that probably they were the firft colonies that came from that country,
and were driven northwards by others of the fame race who fucceeded them, and by the ‘Roman !
conquefts, Their name of Caledonians, the moft ancient of the names given them by the Roman
hiftorians, denotes Gauls or Celts of the Hills. The people themfelves call their language Galics
Many Celtic words are found in it, Their country they call Albin, and themfelves Albanich,
from_the moft ancient known name of the ifland. It is affirmed by thofe who are acquainted with
their language, that when compared with the Irifh, it bears evident marks of being the original
tongue, and that the Irifh isonly a diale of it. There is no veflige of any tradition amonz§ them
of their having ceme over from Ireland. On the contrary, their moft ancient poems, which in the
main feem to be founded on truth, derive the northern Irith from ¢bem. -In the inconfiderable

. remains alfo of the Picifh language, in the names of fome of their kings, and of the rivers and

monntains of their conntry, there are the fame traces of a Celtic extralt : wheace it 1s inferred;
that the Scots and Pifts were originally the fame people; but in procefs of time, became con-
fiderably different, in their manners, cuftoms, and diale®, from the difference between the
countries they inhabited, and the different kind of life” which, in confequence thereof, they led.
The natare and. pofition of the country of the Pits made them alfo much more liable than the
Scots to admixtures of other people ; and it is conjectured that, great numbers of the fonthern Britons,
taking refuge amongft them from the Roman tyranny,.taught them the cuftom of painting their
bodies, which was never done by the ancient inhabitants of the Highlands, and was difufed by
the provincial Britons after their becoming fubject to the Romans, And hence, from this cuftom,
the lowland Scots were by the Romans called Pitts. ;

“There is another etymology given us of the names, Scots and Piéts, by the Rev. Dr. M‘Pher.
fon, in his Critical Differtations, whicl the author would have probably taken notice of in the

‘foregoing note, had the Door’s book been publithed when he was employed in this part of his

work.

This ingenious author obferves, thatin the Galic tongue Sceds fignifies a corner, or fmall di-
vifion of a country ; that Scos,” in the fame language, is of much the fame import with Jitzle or
contemptible; and that Scottan, literally fpeaking, fignifies a fimall flock, and metaphoricaily, it
ftands for a fmall body of men. For fome one of the reafons couched under thefe difparaging
epithets, he thinks it probable, that the Pi&ts, who were at firft more numerous and powerful than
the Caledonians, gave the opprobrious appellation of Scof to the anceftors of the Scotifh nation.

With regard to the Picts, he informs us, that the Highlanders who fpeak the ancient language
of Caledonia, exprefs the name of that once famous nation who were at laft fubdued by the Scots,
by the word Piffifb; and that one of, the ideas affixed to the word Picdich or Pictifb, is that
odions one which the Englifh exprefs by the word plunderer, or rather thief; and therefore he
thinks it not unlikely, that their neighbours may have given that title to a people addicted to
theft and depredation, See M‘Pherfon's Differtations on the Antiquity, &c. of Scotland,
pe 107, 108, 11t. "

The Rev. Mr, Whitaker, a learned antiquarian, and a man of genius ‘and penctration, in
his genuine hiftory of the Britons afferted againft Mr. M¢Pherfon, gives a, very probable account
of: the 'firll peopling  of Britain and lreland, and of the etymology of the names of thefe iflands
and their ancient inhabitants, - ; '

According
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more infefted by Bérba'rians. The Scots and Pi&ts, combined with the sm-ian. 1. 23,

Atacotti and Saxons, over-ran the whole province ; committing every where
the mott dreadful depredations. Nectaridius, the count of the fea coaft, and
Fullofaudes, the imperial general, together with a great part of the. Roman
forces under their command, were flain by thofe invaders. The emperor
informed of thefe difafters, after trying in vain fome other methods to
reftore quiet and fafety to his Britith dominions, found himfelf obliged to fend
over Theodofius, the father of the emperor of that name, at the head of a
confiderable body of good forces, both legionaries and auxiliaries. Theo-
dofius was one of the moft illuftrious commanders of that age ; and added
greatly to his fame, by the addrefs, activity, and refolution he difplayed, in
repelling the Barbarians, and reftoring peace and fecurity. through the Britith
province : he purfued with unremiiting vigour the invaders both by land
and fea; until he had fully recovered all that the Romans had ever poffefled
“in the ifland. - He repaired the walls and forts on the northern frontiers ;. and
baving fubdued and fettled in peace the country betwixt the wall of Severus
and the rampart of Antonine, which had been for fome time poflefled by

A.D. 368,

the Barbarians, he added it as a fifth province to the * four, into which.the Ammim, ibid,

fouthern part of the ifland was divided. A particular prefident or governor
was fet over it; and by order of the emperor it received the name of
Valentia 4 The late calamities of the Roman province had been very much
owing to the negligence and corruption of the perfons intrufted with its
defence ; of whom none were found more guilty, ‘than thofe employed on

/According to this author, Britain was peopled from Gaul, about 1000 years before the Chriftian
{zzra commenced ; and Ireland received its firlt inhabitants from Britain about 350 years before
‘Chrilt, and was afterwards fupplied with freth fivarms of people from the fame “country. - The
firlt fettlers in Ireland, originally denominated Gael and Briton:, Mr. Whitaker obferves, received
the defignation of Scoti as the difcriminative mark  of their emigration from Britain. To this
day, he fays, the Irifh diftinguith the Scottith language, by the title of Scor-dbearla, and the
Scottith nation by the name of Kin.feuit. And Scuite, he adds, fignifies in the Irith of the
Highlands of Scotland at prefent, an emigrant, a wanderer, and a refugee. Mr. Whitaker farther
informs us, that a colony of Scots from Ircland, under the command of Fergue, fettled in
Argylethire and the counties adjacent, with the abfolute confent of the Caledonians, the zncient

inhabitants of the country, in the year 320; and firft fixed the appellation of Scots in the ifland ~

of Britain; by which name the whole inhabitants of North Britain were afterwards diftinguithed,
The fame auothor gives an etymology of PiZ, different from that of Dr. M'Pherfon. See
Mr. Whitaker’s arguments and authorities in the work above ‘mentiored, and in his HiRory of
- Manchefter, . i .

* The names of the four provinces into which the Southern parts of Britain were divided,
were, Flavia Cxfarienfiz, Britannia Prima, Britannia Secunda, and Maxima Cz(arienfis, -When
this divificn took place is not certainly known.

+ Camden (Vol. 1I. Brit. c. 1047). "~ Gale and others, are of opinion, that Valentia was the
South of Scotland, together with Northimberland ; or the country between Severus’s wall and
the Friths of Forth and Clyde: but to others it {feems more probable, that Valentia was fome
part of ihe country next to the wall on the fouth, which the Barbarians had feized and Theo-
dofius recovered. This opinion is favoured by the Notitia Imperii, which was written after
the conquefts of Theodofius, making mention of Valentia, as one of the governments into which
Britain was divided, and yet not taking noticc of one ftation or garrifon beyond the wall of
Severus, Befides, in the infcriptions found nigh Antoninus’s wall in Scotland, there is mention
made of fo few Emperors, that this wall appears not to have continued long as a fixed boundary
between the Romans and the barbarous nations,  Brit, Rom. p. 73. 479. Przf, ad Fordun,

the
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the frontiers. An order of men diftinguithed by the name-of Areani, had
been eftablifhed by the Romans on the extreme borders of their dominions,
to difcover and give fpeedy intelligence of the motions of the Barbarians.
Thofe employed in this fervice, on the marches towards the Scots and Piéts,
Theodofius cafhiered, and difmiffed with difgrace, having convited them of
various abufes, and particularly of having been feduced by bribes to give
intelligence to the enemy.

Valentinian, dying in 375, was fucceeded in the weftern empire, by his
fon Gratian, who four years after, affumed Theodofius, the fon of the fa-
mous commander of the fame name juft mentioned, as his partner in the
empire.. Maximus, a Spaniard by birth, had at that time the command of"
the army in Britain; and having ferved there, under Theodofius the father,
in the fame rank with that general’s fon, who was now raifed to the purple,
his envy and refentment on that account are faid to have co-operated with
his ambition, in making him afpire to the fame dignity. His reputation and
talents being no way inferior to his high views, he eafily gained over the
army, and was by them faluted Emperor. Having acquired a farther in-
creafe of fame, by repelling and routing the Picts * and Scots, he paffed over
into Gaul, accompanied not only by the Roman forces, but by a vaft num-
ber of the Britith youth. His good fortune attrended him to the continent,
where having defeated and flain Gratian near Lyons, he held Gaul, Spain,
and Britain, the countries that had been fubjett to that emperor, for five
years. But his ambition inciting him to make a conqueft alfo of Italy and
Africa, which were fubje€t to Valentinian the brother of Gratian, Theodo-
fius interpofing in the defence of the young prince, defeated the armies of
Maximus, and the tyrant himfelf being. feized, was put to death near
Aquileia, : ! .

Four years after Valentinian was cut off by the treachery of Arbogaltes,
a Frank, who had been firft promoted by Gratian, and during the childhood
of Valentinian had been raifed to the chief command of the army, by the
choice of the foldiers. .In the room of Valentinian,’ Arbogaftes raifed to the
empire of the weft, Fugenius, a creature of his own : but both the one and
the other were foon after conquered and deftroyed by Theodofius. Under
this emperour Chryfantus acquired great fame, by his wife and vigorous ad-
miniftration of the affairs of Britain. Soon after, Theodofius dying, left the
empire to0 his two fons Arcadius and Honorius; the latter being a mere
child under the tuition of Stilicho. The reigns of thefe two princes proved
a period very fatal to the empire, by the incurfions of innumerable
fwarms of Barbarians on all fides. Stilicho, an able ftatefman and general,

_though of infatiable ambition and coveroufnefs, repelled for a while, with

* According to the Scottith hiftorians, Maximus encouraged and affifted the Picts in a cruel war
againft the Scots, in which the greateft part of the latter nation, with their king Eugenius and -
his fon, being cut off, thofe who remained, rather than fubmit to the tyranny of their conquerors,

- retired to Ireland and Norway. Fordun, l. 2. c. 27. But this calamnity of the Scots is placed

by Fordun about the year 360, which was long before the time of Maximus. The learned author
of the Preface to the laft edition of Fordun, readers the hillory of the expulfion of the Scots from
Britain very doubtful.. Cap. 6. See alfo lnnes, p. 652.

much
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much glory and fuccefs, the fierce and numerous invaders.- He is in par- 4 sl
ticular celebrated by Claudian, for the effetual -meafures he took to defend Eropigh.
Britain againft the Scots, Pics, and Saxons. But when Alaric the Goth, ..
had entered Italy in 403, Stilicho was obliged to recall * the legion, em- 4. D. 403
ployed in defence of the northern frontiers of the Britith province.

About four years after, fuch multitudes of northern nations poured into - a.D. 40;.
Gaul, and there fixed their abode, that the communication between Rome -
and Britain was almo® wholly cut off. This afforded a pretence for the
Roman foldiery ftill remaining in the ifland, to elect-an _emperour for their
own protection, and for repelling the Barbarians. Not being content with
the choice they had made, firft of Marcus, then of Gratian, they foon put
them to death; and afterwards chofe Conftantine a common {oldier, on the
account of his name, which being the fame with that of Conftantine the
Great, who had been raifed to the imperial dignity in this ifland, they re-
garded as a happy omen of fuccefs. Nor were their hopes altogether fruf. Sofomen, 1. g
trated : for Conftantine pafling over to the continent, reduced to his obedi-
ence a great part of Gaul and Spain, and Honorius, unable to refift him,
acknowledged him as his partner in the empire. But Contftantine, en-
couraged by the fuccefs of Alaric the Goth, who took and facked Rome in
410, foon after entered Italy, with a view of feizing the few provinces
which fill continued fubje& to Honorius. But a traitorous fervant. of Ho-
norius, with whom Conftantine correfponded, being detected and put to
death, Conftantine returned quickly into Gaul, whither he was foon after
followed, and befieged in Arles, the ufual feat of his empire, by Conftantius, A D41t
an able general fent againft him by Honorius. By this time Gerontius, one :
of the chief props of Conftantine’s greatnefs, had rebelled againft him, put
to death his fon Conftans, and conferred the title of Emperor on Maximus,
a creature of his own. On the other hand, an army of Franks and other
Germans, under Edobeccus, attempted to raife the fiege of Arles, Con-
ftantius prevailed againft both the friends and enemies of Conftantine ; and
reduced him to the neceflity of furrendering himfelf and his fon Julian
prifoners, on the promife of their lives being faved. But this engagement
was difregarded by Honorius; who ordered them both to be put to death.

When ‘the power of Conftantine grew contemptible by the indolence and
luxury into which he funk, foon after he had eftablithed his dominion on the
continent; when his authority was farther weakened by the rebellion of
Gerontius; while at the fame time Italy, and Rome, the ancient feat of
empire, became the prey of the Goths; the inhabitants of Britain, and of
the maritime coafts of Gaul, endeavoured to provide for their fecurity, by
eftablithing governments of their own modelling, and afferted their ancient ZoHm

* For this we have the authority of the fame poet; which feems to be one of the cleareft
evidences of the Scots being at that time fettled in Britain, near the 'limits of the Roman
provingce,: - :
Venit et extremis legio pratenta Britannis,

Quz Scoto dat frena truci, ferroque notatas
Perlegit exanimes, Pi&o moriente, figuras, Craupian,

C2 ‘ ' indepen-
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independence, by expelling the Roman governours, where any fuch re-
mained. But thefe efforts proved in both countries very infignificant, againft
the multitudes and ferocity of barbarous invaders. The-Britons were the
lefs able to repell thefe Barbarians, as both Maximus and Conftantine had
carfied over to the continent, vaft numbers of the men fitteft for war, who
never after returned to their” native country. Being therefore reduced to
great extremities, by the repeated invalions of the Scots and Pi&ts, they
had recourfe to the Emperor Honorius for aid; who judged it fo impradi-
cable to reftore or maintain the Roman power in Britain, that, inftead of
fending them forces, he exhorted them to take courage and exert their own
ftrength in defence of their country. But their diftrefs ftill continuing, they
renewed their fupplications, entreating the emperour-to fend to their affiftance
a fingle legion. ' A" legion was accordingly fent, which encountered and
deftroyed a great number ‘of the invaders, and obliged the reft to retire
beyond the Friths of Forth and Clyde. By the advice of the Roman tom-
manders, who were foon obliged to return with the victorious legion into
Gaul, the’ Britons repaired the wall of Antoninus, for.a bulwark againft the
northern invaders : but the materials employed in this work, being only fods
and earth, the Barbarians foon broke through it, and pafling at the fame
time the Friths in their” curroghs, plundered and deftroyed the unhappy
Britons with the fame cruelcy as before. In thele circumftances, fupplications
for aid were again renewed in the moft piteous ftrain, to their ancient mafters:
and prote€tors ; whofe condition by this time at home, was little better than
that of theirfuppliants. Another legion however was obtained; which
arriving -in harveft, when the Scots and Pits were {fcattered over the ficlds,
deftroying, or reaping fecurely, the fruits of the labours of ‘their wretched
neighbours, fpread among’ the plunderers a general confternation and
deftruction, the few who efcaped retiring beyond the Friths, whither they
ufed to- carry off ‘the booty they gained in their annual incurfrons. The
Romans likewife aflifted the Britons in repairing the ftone-wall of Severus,
which was-a bulwark of far greater ftrength than the rampart of Antonine,’
and free’ from the- inconveniency of the adjacent Friths,” which the invaders.
eafily crofféd in their fmall veffels. ‘To guard however againft fuch defcents
on the fouth of the repaired wall, towers were ere€ted near the coafts, from.
which there was an extenfive profpect ‘into the fea. The Romans alfo, who,
while, the lords of Britain, irdoftriouly Kept the inhabitants ignorant of
every thing relating to -the military art, now ‘gave them - patterns: to direct
their workmen, in making arms; and having endeavoured to roufe a military
{pirit by their exhortations, bade the ifland a final farewell. The time when:
thefe two"legions were fent into Britain is fomewhat uncertain. If, asis re-
lated by fome authors, they were fent over by A&ius the great minifter and-
general of Valentinian II. and if the laft of them was commanded by Gallio
of Ravenna, they muft have come into Britain in the year 425 and 426. Buc.
the venerable Bede feems to place the expeditions of thefe-legions, before the
end of the reign of Hanorius, which happened in 423.. -

; The
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The departure of the Romans, with the declaration they had made, of
their not intending to return,could not be long concealed from the Scots
and Piéts, who apprehcndmg no farther dxﬁurbance, from -a people that had
been fo long a terror to them, pafled their Friths in great multitudes, and
took poﬁ'eﬁ’on of the fouth country to the fouth of them, as far as the wall.

They procecded next to atrack the wall wfelf, affailing with- their miffile

weapons its timid and unwarlike defenders, and pu]lmg them with hooked

darts to the ground. The Britons, unable to bear fuch furious and repeated

affaults, abandoned their bulwark, and the fortified towns in its neighbour-

hood ; their relentlefs -adverfaries purfuing them with fire and fword, and

fpreqdmg defolation into the moft diftant parts of their country. The mifer- Bed. L 1.c. 12
able Britons fought fhelter in their woods, mountains, and caves, and many Cildas e 150
of them purchafed their lives at the price of their liberty. But the invaders

growing fecure by the long impunity wherewith they had carried on their

ravages, thofe Britons who had not fubmitted to the yoke, fuddenly breaking,

forth from their retreats, attacked their fcattered foes, made a great flaughter

" of them, and obliged the reft to feek their fafety by a precipitate ﬂxght.

The Scots, after their lofs, are faid to have retired to their Highlands and.

Ifles, from whence they were.not long in returning; and the Piéts thenceforth

contented themfelves with their fettlements to the north of the wall; from -
which they fometimes made plundcrmg inroads into the lands of their enemies,.
on the fouth of it.

Befides the ignorance and inexperience of the Britons in the art of war,
anocher principal .caufe of the extreme impotence and mifery into which
they fell, after the departure of the Romans, was the want of a common.
head, to combine and dire&t their councils and efforts. Their ficuation,
with regard to government, became. much the {ame, as when the Romans
firlt arrived in the.ifland. A number of little potentates, bearing the titles.
of kings and princes, were raifed to the fovereignty in different diftriéts,
who tyranmzed over their fubjects; and inftead “of refifting . the common.
enemy, were embroiled in perpetual quarrels.with each other. At length a
fenfe of their common danger, determined them to confer the chief com- Cirte, wl. i,
mand of their armies on Vortigern, who was originally king of a fmall part A eha S
of Wales; and had acquxred great fame, by fome fuccefsful exploits in war,

Vortigern was ambitious of extending and retaining his power, and. with this.
view was the chief author of the dcfperate and fatal meafure of callmg over.

the Saxons to Britain. Certain intelligence was pretended to be received,. of a

defign formed by the Scots and - Pxé‘ts, to invade and totally. to fubduc the
fouthern parts of the ifland 3 and a general council of all the Britifh chief-

tains was fummoned to concert meafures for oppofing their adverfaries. At
this council it was propofed by Vortigern, and by a general infatuation

agreed to by all.the reft, that the Saxons fhould be invited and entreated to-
come. over to their al’ﬁﬁance, and fhould have the Ifle of Thanet on the coaft

of Kent, affigned to them for a place of habitation and fettlement.

The Saxons were a numerous and warlike people, who inhabited the_notth-
eaftern parts of Germany, and part of the peninfula of Jutland. They were:

2 fhili
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ftill Heathens, and had long, by their piratical defcents and devaftations,
been the terfor and fcourge of the coafts of Britain and Gaul, The firft
colony ‘of them, which, at the requeft of Vortigern and his fellow-po-
tentates, came over to Britain, was commanded by Hengift and Horfa, two
brothers, deriving their defcent from Woden, who was worfhipped by their

 nation as the God of war. Their followers could be but a {fmall number,

€hron, Saxe

Nen. Hift. Brit,
€ 63.
Huntingdon,

P 3130

Nen, Hift, Brit,

€ 37.
Malmef, I, 1.
€ 3

‘being all brought over in three fhips. Vortigern, immediately after their
arrival, led them againft the northern invaders, who had penetrated into
Lincolnfhire ; where, being encountered by enemies whofe appearance ‘and
clofe manner of fighting were equally hew and dreadful, they were quickly
difcomfited and repelled. The Saxon leaders, obferving, in this expedition,
the fertility of the country, and the milerable weaknefs of its inhabitants,
foon fent information of thefe tempting circumftances to their friends and
countrymen, to excite them to come over in greater numbers. Not long after
the arrival of Hengift and Horfa, their brother Oita and his fon Ebufa con-
ducted a fleet of forty veffels to the northern coafts of the ifland ; probably
intending, by a fettlement there, to divide the forces of ‘the Southern Britons,
and thereby to forward the projeted conqueft of their country.

The views of the Saxon leaders to render themfelves mafters of the
country and people, whom they had come over to aid as allies, foon became
evident, But the Britons made a long and obftinate refiftance ; and.probably’
the want of union and concord amongft themfelves, was the chief reafon of
their being in the end fubdued by ‘their fierce and numerous invaders. A
bloody war was carried on between the nations for more than a hundred
years ; the events of which ‘are recorded in a very confufed and imperfeét’
manner, and are fo blended with fables, that it is impoffible, in many in-
ftances, to diftinguith and afcertain the truth. Such was the narural confe-
quence of the general darknefs of the age, of the barbarity of the invaders,
and extreme wretchednefs of the invaded. The great heroes, who appeared
in defence ‘of the Britons, were Aurelius, Ambrofius, and Arthur, princes
of tertain diftricts in the fouth weftern parts of England. The fcene of the
atchievements of the latter was very extenfive. He fought and conquered
in various parts of the ifland, and, according to fome, the firft of his twelve
famous battles, was fought at the mouth of Glen, which runs into the Till,
near the fouth-eaft corner of the plain of ‘Mill-field. Arthur was mortally
wounded in the battle of Cambalon, in the year 542.

The renewed ‘invafions of the Saxons and their wars with the Britons,
iffued in the eftablifiment of feven Saxon kingdoms, commonly known by -
the name of the Heptarchy. Thefe kingdoms were ereted at different
periods ; as the different Saxon leaders made their fucceffive invafions, and
furmounted the oppolition they had to ftruggle with. Among thefe Oita,
the brother of Hengift, and Ebufa, Oita’s fon, pafling over at Hengift’s call
from the Continent in forty fhips, after fome vain efforts of .the Picts to
expel them, ‘made good a fettlement, which for about a hundred years con-
tinued to depend upon the kingdom of Kent, The Piés, who, from the

- time of the departure of the Romans, had poffeffed the country on the

5 north
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north of the wall, either now yielded that part of their dominions wholly to
the Saxons, or fhared it with them : and Droftan, who was then king of the
Pi&s, entering into a league with them, they waged war jointly againft the
Britons, who are faid to have been aided in thefe wars by the Scots.” During
this firft period of the fettlement of the Saxons in the northern parts of
Britain, their hiftory is involved in the greateft oblcurity. It is agreed that
the firft who acquired among them the title of a king was Ida. This prince, -
like: the other Saxon monarchs, derived his defcent from Woden, from
whom he is faid to have {prung by the line of Woden’s third fon. He
brought over with  him from the Continent, an army of his countrymen in,
fixty fhips, with which he landed at Flamborough: and his high extraction,
joined to talents for war and government that ‘were worthy of it, foon raifed
him to the royal dignity over the companions of his expedition, and thofe of
_his countrymen who were already fettled in thefe parts. His dominions feem
to have confifted folely or chiefly of the.country called Bernicia *, which was
the name given by the Saxons, to that part of England which lies to the
north of the river Tyne, or wall of Severus; and which extended, during

fome part of the Saxon government, as far as the Edinburgh Frith. This Chron. Sax.

i3

firft king of the Northumbrians built the caftle of Bamborough on the fea~ B3« &

coaft over againft Fern-Ifland, ‘in a fituation very firong and confpicuous;
and in honour of Bibba his queen, gave it the name of Bibbanburgh, which
in progrefs of time was afterwards contrated into the name it now bears:
the reign of Ida was contemporary with that of the Scottith king Eugene 111. -
who, -firmly maintaining the alliance which his predeceflfors had made with

* The limit of Bernicia on the fouth is fomectimes faid by the ancient Englith writers to be the

Tyne, and fometimes the Tees. In the fame manner its northern limit is fometimes faid to be

« the Frith of Forth, at other times the T'weed. It is probable that, at different periods of time,
its a&ual limits did thus vary.

Nennius reprefents the Saxons under Oita and Ebufa, as receiving this caantry: by the gift of
Vortigern ; but Vortigern had it not to give. He fays, that thefe invaders having. failed aroynd
(circa) the Pids, laid wafte the Orkney Iflands, and then came and feized feveral diftriéts beyond
the Frith, (Mare Freficum) which he “defcribes as lying between the Saxons and Scots, as
far as the confines of the Piéts that is, their confines with England. Malmefbury fays, that
having in feveral conflifts, overcome the inhabitants who refifted, they admitted the reft to terms
of peace ; but that they continued a hundred years, all but one, content with their dependence
on the kings of Kent: at the end of which period their dependent ftate (Ducatus) was changed
into a kingdom ®; 1da being advanced firft among them to the royal dignity, but whethér by
conqueidt, or the choice of his fubjefts, he could not determine. Fordun relates, that Oita and
Embufa (Ford. Embufa) came to fetile in, the northern parts, in confequence of an embaffy fent
beforchand from Hengift to Droftan the Pi&tith king, and a confederacy concluded bewween thefe
princes, whence the Saxons were heartily welcomed by the Pits, and making an addition to
their ftrength, by degrees engaged them in wars with the Scots and Britons. Bede (L. 1. c. 15.)
who may well ‘be confidered as the beft of thefe authorities, mentions a league which the Saxons
foon concluded with the Pifts. Vaughan in his-remarks on the Britith Chronology fays, that
the Saxons and Pits were mingled together, and lived in a very friendly manner all over
Lothian, and even in the city of Edinburgh, for above 120 years after, at the time of the batie
of Arderydd.. "

Nennius c. 64. fays, that Ida was the firt king of Bernicia, that is, adds he, Iberneick. Flor,
Vig. mentions alfo Ida as the firt king of the Bernicians, The etymology of Berwick, as ex-
prefling a town of the Barnicians, is not the leaft probable of thafe given by Camden,

the
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the Britons, was, in canjun&ion with them, engaged in c¢ontinnal wars, with
various fuccefs, againft their common enemies the Picts and Saxons.’

1da, after a profperous reign of twelve years, was flain in batle, by Owen,
fon of Urian Rhegad, a gallant Briton. After his death, the eountry of

quotsd by Casths the Saxons to the north of the Humber, became divided into two kingdoms,
vol. i p.z0g.  that part of it which lay between the fouthern {rontiers of Bernicia and the

Malmef.
Chron-; $1x.

Humber, bearing the name of Deira. Bernicia ‘continued fubje&t to the
defcendants of Ida; and Deira * was governed by Ella, a kinfman of Ida,
tracing his original to Woden in a different line. * The reigns of thé fix im-
mediate fucceffors of Ida + were fhort, and’ without any events that are
marked in hiftory. Ethelric the laft of thofe f{ix, and one of Ida’s fons,
mounted the Bernician throre in the year '586; but was fo much exhaulted
by age and infirmities, that the government, during the feven years of his
_reign, was wholly in the hands of his fon Ethelfrid. = Ella’ king of Deira
dying in 588, whofe hiftory is equally obfeure’ with that of his co-temporary
kings'of Bernicia, gave the ambition of Ethelfrid a ‘favourable opportunity
of reducing the two Northumbrian kingdoms into one. For although he

" had married Acca the daughter of Ella, he fcrupled not to avail himlelf of

Bed, L 1. ¢ 34. the minority of his brother-in-law Edwin, who was a child of three years old

at his father’s death, to poffefs himfelf of ‘Deira. This great enlargement
of his dominion, joined to his.martial fpirit and thirft for - glory, made
Ethelfrid a -very formidable prince. He conquered and planted with his
Saxons, or rendered tributary, more of rthe country poffefled by the Britons,
than any other of the Saxon potentates ; and gave Aidan king of the Scots, who,
as an ally of the Britons, invaded his dominions with a very numerous army,

A.D.6o3. fo terrible an overthrow, that the Scots did not attempt any expedition into

Gul, Malm,
Pe 18,

the country of the Saxons for feveral generations following .

Meanwhile Edwin the heir of the late king of Deira, who, on. Ethelfrid’s
ufurpation of his father’s dominions, had been conveyed to fome fafe retreat,
grew up to maturicy. He had found protection in his tender years'in fome
of the Britifh and Saxon kingdoms ; but the power and greatnefs of Ethel-

* Selden reprefents the principalities of Deira or Deireland and Bernicia as earldoms given in
perpetuity 3 of which the inllances were not frequent during'the Saxon period. Thefe Eo/ ordoms,
fays he, began in Oita, brother to Hengift king of Kent, and Ebufa his fon, who having ¢on-
quered by Hengift’s commiffion thofe northern parts, held them as Eoldordoms or Earldoms, of
the kings of Kent, and by that name tranfmitted them to their heirs, who ufed no other title than
Eolderman or Dux or Comes, until Ida in 567, took on him the name of king of all Nor-
thumberland. : Tit, Hon. p. 511,

+ Thefe were Glappa, who died in 560, Adda in 568, Ealdric (al, Ethelric) in 575, Theodiic
in 579, Fiithwold (al. Fridwald) in 585, Ethelric (al. Huffa) in 593, Carte’s Table.” Sim, Dan,
in Pref, Hoved. Prol. p. 401. Nenn. Ap. 1.

1 Bede fays, that they had not done it, from the time of that overthrow, until the time he
was writing his hiftory ; that is, about the year 730, This battle was fought at Degfaftan, which
Bede calls;a moft famous place, perhaps from the fame of that battle ; but it is now wholly unknown,
There is fome refemblance to the name in Detchin, Dr. Gibfon, in his explication of names of
.places {ubjoined to the Saxon Chronicle, thinks it is Daufton near Carlifle in Cumberland, The
bithop of Carlifle thinks, it was Dawfton near Jedburgh. Smith Not. ad Ded.

frid,
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frid, rendered the exercife of hofpitality, towards the young rival of his
throne, very hazardous. Hence the exiled prince became involved in great

difficulties, and was often obliged to change his habitation. His lalt refuge’

was. at the court of Redowald king of the Eaft Angles: Redowald was a
brave prince, but Ethelfrid had far more power; and the danger from this
power was: greatly increafed by its propinquity. The Northumbrian king
employed both promifes and threatenings, to induce Redowald to deliver up
Edwin into his hands. The danger at laft appeared fo imminent, - that
Redowald refolved for his own fafety, to.deliver up the unhappy refugee,
notwithftanding the promifes of protection he had given to Edwin, upon his
arrival at his court.- At this critical moment Redowald’s queen interpofed,
and reprefented to her hufband, in fuch horrid colours, the bafenefs of the

deed he was about to commit, that he altered his purpole, and refolved to-

run all hazards, rather than thus ftain his honour and truth. Accordingly,
having, abfolutely rejected all Ethelfrid’s inftances, he led an army againft
him with great expedition ; placing his hopes of fuccefs in a fudden and

vigorous attack. Ethelfrid difdaining to be thus braved, met his adverfary Cheon. Saz.
42,017,

near the river Idle, in Nottinghamthire, with an inferiour force; and fell,
fighting bravely in the field of battle, after having reigned twenty-four
years. Edwin, who had a great fhare in obtaining this victory, was at once
raifed by it, to the poffeffion of all the dominions of Ethelfrid, whofe fons
were obliged to abandon their father’s kingdom and feek refuge in Scetland.

Eugene, firnamed Buyd, the fon of Aidan, reigned there ;band notwith-

ftanding the fatal overthrow given about fourteen years before by their father ror, 1. 5.

to his, he received and entertained them with much hofpitality. Edwin,
exalted to power in mature years, and his virtues and talents having under-
gone the difcipline of adverfity, foon became the greateft prince of the
Heptarchy. He was one of thofe; who, by reducing to a ftate of depen-

dence the other kingdoms, attained the dignity and title of Monarch; and Bed. i&
was the fifth who was diftinguithed by that appellation. It is related, that he 5>

fubjected to his government, the whole of Britain inhabited either by the
Britons or Saxons, and reduced the Ifles of Man and Anglefey under the
power of the Englith. But a principal part of the eminence and fame of
Edwin, arofe from his being the firft chriftian king of Northumberland. About
twenty years before the beginning of Edwin’s reign, Ethelbert king of Keat,
and his fubjeéts; had been converted to the chriftian faith, by the miniftry
of the Monk Auguftine, who was fent for that purpofe from Rome by Pope
Gregory, firnamed the Great. Ethelbert, having married Bertha a chriftian
princefs, the daughter of Caribert king of Paris, permitted her the free
exercife of her religion ; and it was chiefly the zeal of that princefs, and her
influence with her hufband, that procured the miffion of Auguftine, and his
favourable reception at.the court of Kent. A like influence operated with
equal fuccefs in the firft converfion of the Northumbrians to chriftianity.
Edwin, during his exile, had taken to wife Quenburg, daughter of Ceorl
king of Mercia, who bore him two fons Osfrid and Edfrid: but after her
death and his own advancement to the Northumbrian throne, he folicited

D : Eadbald,
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Eadbald, who had fucceeded his father Ethelbert in tlie kingdom of- Kent,
to give him his fifter Edelberga to wife. This requeft could: no otherwife '
be obtained, than on the condition that the princefs, with all her attendants,
fhould have entire freedom to obferve the chriftian faith and worfhip.  Edwin
readily engaged to grant the defired liberty ; and even exprefled a willingnefs
on his own part, to be inftruéted in the chriftian 'doétrine. 'Appearances-
fo promifing, encouraged the king of Kent to fend along with his daughter
an.eminent chuichman nanied Paulinus, who before his fetting out, 'was
ordained a bithop by Juftus archbifhop of Canterbury. ¢ Edwin is celebrated:
for making the merits and evidences of chriftianity the fubject of his ferious
and mature examination, before he determined to embrace it. He firlt al-
lowed Paulinus to baptize Eanfled, his infant daughter by Edelberga, and:
about a year after was baptized himfelf at York, ina church built haftily:

- of wood, and dedicated to St. Peter. He appointed York to be-the feat of

Paulinus’s bithoprick ; and by the advice of. that prelate, fet about building
a'large * church of ftone, inclofing and comprehending within it the wooden:
fabric juft mentioned. Edwin’s converfion was accompanied with that of his:
family and nobles, together with a great multitude of his other fubjelts.
During the remaining fix ‘years of his reign, Paulinus laboured with apofto-
lical diligence and fuccefs, in converting the Northumbrians. It is peculiarly
related, that while he attended the king and queen at.one of their royal
mgno’r‘s‘called + Adgebrin, fituated in the province of the Bernicians, he’
was wholly employed during thirty-fix days, from morning to evening, in
inftructing the people, who flocked to him from all the neighbouring places
and villages, and afterwards baptifing them in the. neighbouring river of
Glen. ‘ : 'f

But thefe promifing beginnings of chriftianity among the Northumbrians
foon underwent a fad reverfe:  For Penda, king “of Mercia, a very am-
bitious and warlike prince, envious of Edwin’s greatnefs, and difdaining to-
pay him tribute, entered: into a league againft him ‘with Cadwallo, a king'
of the Britons of a character muchr refembling his own, .and  who by Penda’s.
aid had lately recovered the pofleflion of his. dominions. Thefe princes:
invaded . the Northumbrian: kingdom with‘a' very numerous army. - Edwin,
perhaps not aware ‘of their preparations, encountered them, with a much:
inferior force, in the foreft of Hatfield in- Yorkfhire, where his courage and:
condu@ ' promifed, for fome time, to fupply the defet of A4is pumbers: but
Osfrid his eldeft fon being flain at his fide by an arrow, he rufhed, in the:
madnefs of his grief and-refentment,. into-the thickeft of his.foes, and, being:

* This was finithed and burnt amn» 1069, Being rebuilt by the archbithop Thomas #he elder,
it was agaia burnt in 1137, At lait in the time of Edward I. under Treafurer John, and .the
archbithops Romanus, Melton, and Thorefby,. it was advanced to its. prefent grandeur. Smith
in Not, ad Bed. p. gs. \ : 1
* 4 From the refemblance of the name, and neighbourhood of the Glen; Camden fuppofes this
place to have been fituated where the prefent village of Yeverin ftands. This royal refidence, as
Bede immediately adds, was deferied in the time of the following kings; and another built in its
ftead at Melmin, which,. according to Camden, is the fame with Milfield. ‘

! : Camden, vol.ii. p. 1097,

s pierced.
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pierced with many wounds, loft at ‘once the vi&ory and his life. The two
conquerors - ravaged and ‘deftroyed the Northumbrian dominions. without
mercy,: efpecially Cadwallo, who, though a chriftian, thewed no regard to
the new converts. Paulinus fled with the queen and the children fhe had
born to Edwin, into Kent, where the -queen became the Abbefs of ‘a
monaftery; and Paulinus bithop of Rochefter. -Edfrid the fecond of Edwin’s
fons furrendered himfelf to Penda; by whom he was put to death. Edwin’s
fon by Edelberga, and grandfon ' by his fon- Osfrid, were carried by the
queen into Kent; and thence fent over to France, where they died in their
infancy, and fo the male line of Edwin became extinct.

- The deftruétion of .Edwin and his family, and the calamities that followed,
were the occafion of the Northumbrian provinces being again divided into
two kingdoms. Ofric, ‘the fon of Elfric, brother to Ella the father of Edwin,
was acknowledged as heir to the throne of Deira; while Eanfrid the fon of
Ethelfrid returning from Scotland, where he had together with his brothers,
and many of the young nobles of :the Northumbrian kingdom, remained in
exile fince the beginning of Edwin’s reign, mounted the throne of Bernicia.
Ofric had been one of Paulinus’s converts to the chriftian faith; and the
fons of Ethelfrid -had been inftruéted in that religion, and received baptifm
in Scotland.: Donald, firnamed Brek, who then reigned in that kingdom,
actuated’ by a zeal for the chriftian religion, which prevailed over his pre-
Jjudices' againft the Saxons, fent home his Northumbrian guefts, accompanied
with a'numerous band of Scottifh warriors. But each of the new kings re-
lapfed after their exaltation into heathenifm, and their reigns were very fhort.
Cadwallo, the great enemy of the Northumbrians, being rafhly befieged im
York by Ofric, fallied fuddenly forth, -and deftroyed almoft all the befieging
army together with their king. ' Afterwards, Eanfred, coming without due
precaution towards Cadwallo to treat of peace, was alfo cut off by that
tyrant. . Both thefe kings fell in the firft year of their reign.. But Ofwald,
another fon 'of Ethelfrid, by Acca the fifter of Edwin, had the honour of
revenging the fufferings of. his country and untimely fall of its kings. ~ For
having with a‘fmall but refolute band attacked Cadwallo at the head of a
mighty army, at a place called * Heaumfield on the north of the Roman
wall, not far from Hexham, the tyrant was flain and + his' army wholly dif-
comfited. In confequence of this great fuccefs, Ofwald became king of all
Northumberland 5 and attained to a degree of honour and power far f{ur-
pafling what any of his predeceffors in that kingdom had enjoyed; his
dominion being f{ubmitted to, not only by the Saxons and Britons, but alfo
by the Scots and Piéts.

* Now probably Bingfield. Smith’s App. to Bede, No. 13,

+ Fordun, following Adamnanus, afcribes Ofwald’s vi€ory to the proteftion of St. Columba,
and the encouragement which that Saint gave him, in a vifion preceding the battle; and relates
that Ofwald, in teftimony of his gratitude, built churches and oratories in honour of Columba, in
feveral places of his kingdom; as at Lindisfarn, Toplefwale, and elfewhere. -Scot. Chror,
L. 22, 49. ] IY i

D2 Ofwald
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Ofwald was a zealous Chriftian; and it was .one .of ‘his firflt ‘and chief
cares to have his people inftruéted in the true religion, which, during.the
fhort reign of Edwin in Northumberland, had not taken fufficient root, to
be able to refift the late ftorms. The natural refource of-Ofwald for the
inftruments of carrying on this work, was the country where ‘he himfelf had
been educated in the chriftian faith. Accordingly, he applied to thofe, who
prefided in matters of religion among the Scots; who having conferred
epifcopal ordination, on Aidan a monk of their chief monaftery of fcolm-
kill #, fent him into Northumberland. -Ofwald gave him a moft favourable
reception, and at Aidan’s own defire affigned -him for the feat of ‘his bithop-
rick, the fmall ifland of Lindisfarn +, a fituation refembling that of -the
famous feminary which he had left. The pious zeal, ‘auftere hfe, .and
paftoral virtues of Aidan were very illuftrious; -and :the affeclion ‘and regard

‘which Ofwald fhewed him, were proportioned to shis extraordinary merits.

The king, during his long exile among the Scots, having acquired a perfelt
knowledge of their language, -was often at pains to explain the fermons and
difcourfes of Aidan to his courtiers. So favourable a difpofition in the Englifh
king, .encouraged many other Scottifh.monks to come into Northumberland,
who applied themfelves with great diligence (to inftruct and baptize the
ignorant pagans; Ofwald, for their encouragement, erecting churches.and
convents, .and endowing ‘them with lands and revenues. -But the reignof
this hopeful young prince came foon to .a . period. For Penda king of
Mercia, who was ftill a.pagan, apd entertained the fame indignant:jealoufy
of Ofwald’s greatnefs, .as he had formerly.done of :Edwin’s, led an.army
againft him; and put an end to his life and reign, in-a battle fought.at

"Maferferth, .afterwards called Ofweftree, in ‘Shropfhire. Penda, -after chis

vi&tory, ravaged all Northumberland, and penetrated: as far as -the royal
refidence of Bamburgh. Having in,vain attempted to reduce this .ftrong
place by.a fiege, he .collected a great quantity of :wood..and. other. combuiti-
bles, the ruins of 'villages deftroyed in the neighbourhood, .of which he made
a vaft pile .near the walls; and fetting fire to it at a:time when the wind
favoured his defign, .he attempted to burn the place. :Butthe :wind fuddenly
changing drove the flames upon the befiegers, fcorching fome, .and terrifying
all; after which they immediately abandoned their enterprife. This deliver-

# This ifland was originally called 7 or Hii. 'The addition, Co/mkill, exprefies its: being the
feat of Columba, who, in the year 565, came over from Ircland to convert the Northern Pitts to
‘the chriftian faith, and received this ifland from them, for ere&ing-a monaftery, Bed. 1, 3. c. 4.

Ninian, a Briton, had long before converted the ‘Southern' Pifts, and bnilt the church of
Candida-Cafa, facred to St. Martin, which in Bede’s time was fubje& :to ithe Englith.  Béd, ‘ibid.
Ninian is related to have gone to Rome, anxo 370, in the time of Pope Damafus, and to have
been ordained 2 bifl.op to the Britons by Siricius, azne 394, On his return he paid his refpe&s to
St. Martin; and on this os:caﬁon dedicated his church to him, as was ufual in thofe times. He
died at Canda-Cafa or Whitherne anno 432, which was the year of St. Patrick’s arrival in Ireland,
as Palladins in the p:eceding year had come to Scotland. Smith ad Bed. p. 106.

+ Bede’s defcription of Lindisfarn, afterwards called Holy Mland, is; Qui Jocus accedente ac

recedente resmati, bir quotidie inflar ‘infule maris circumluitur undis, bis renudato “littore contiguus
terre redditur, ’

. ance

4 ‘
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ance wag afcribed to the prayers of Aidan bifhop.of .Lindisfarn ; who, for the

fake of 2 more retired devotion, fojourned at that.time, as he was often wont;

in one of the Farne lflands. - Ofwald’s great zeal for the converfion of his

people, his benignity to the monks, and'his being cut.off -by a pagan prince,

who cruelly mangled his dead ‘body,  procured him the honours, of a * faint Bed 1. 3. c. 63
and a mastyr. Hisarms were preferved as relicks in:Sr. Peter’s church at o3 " "™
Bamburgh, and were believed .to .remain 1 incorrupted, by virtue of a™
bleffing pronounced on them by Aidan for. being-the inftruments of a fignal.
charity to the poor. .Ofwald had taken to wite Eanfleda, the. daughter of

Edwin, .and lefc by her .a ifonin his childhood, but Ofivy' Ofwald’s ‘brother Bed. ib. ¢, 144
fucceeded him .in the kingdom. .His'.government however extended only

at firt over Bernicia’; Ofwin the fon of Ofric, who had been ten years .an

exile among the weft Saxons, obtaining pofieffion of the kingdom of Deira,

which his father, as was above related, had held for a very fhort period. after

the death of Edwin. Ofwin’s generolity, and other virtues, greatly endeared

him to his fubjets; but could .not defend him ‘againft .the ambition and

fuperior pawer of the king of -Bernicia. ‘The two princes took the field

with their armies, in order to decide their quarrels; but Ofwin perceiving his

forces greatly inferiour, and unwilling that their blood fhould be fhed in vain,.

difmiffed them, and .fought concealment, until better :times, .in the houfe of

Earl Hunwald, a nobleman on whofe fidelity he. entirely relied. But Hun-

wald bafely betrayed him, and by Ofwy’s command, he .was cruelly put to

death io:the ninth year. .of :his;reign. Onthe account.of his many virtues, A.D.6sx.
particularly. his wonderful. humility, Qfwin was greatly beloved by Aidan 33 Ae®
bithop of Lindisfarn, who furvived him: only twelve days. It would feem

that Ofwin did not know his .own {trength, or wanted the talents neceflary

to employ it with effect. . For aftcr his death, Ofwy was not able to eftablifh

his dominian over the Deirans 3 who placed :Adelwald the fon of Ofwald .on.

their throne. 2

* According to Malmefbury, Ofwald gave the firlt fruits of faintthip to his nation ;. no Angle
before him having had the glory of working miracles. Many of thefe are related by Bede to have:
been performed by Ofwald’s relicks. - '

+ Aidan being feated at table with the king on Eafter-day, one of the king’s fervants who had
the charge of the poor, informed him ithatithere was'a multitude of poor.in the ftreets, begging
the royal alms: on which the king immediately ordered the meat on his table to be diftributed to
the beggars, and a filver platter, on which the meat was ferved up, to be broken into pieces,
and thefe, to be diftributed in like manner, on which the bifhop feizing his right hand," prayed
that it ;might never grow old. And fo it came to pals, for his hands being cut off, after he was.
flain, together. with his arm, they have hitherto.remained .incorrupted, and .are preferved in the
royal eity, which from the ancient name of 2 queen is called Bebba, inclofed.in a filyer coffer in
St. Peter’s church, where due veneration is paid them by all, Bed, ib, LT

Simeon of Duorham, or Torgot, fays, that Ofwald’s head, was buried in the church of Lindif-
farn, and was afterwards kept in the fame fhrine with the incorrupted body of St. Cuthbert,
He adds, that bis hands and arms’were buried in the royal city, wiz. of Bamburgh: the right
hand and arm evidencing the power of Aidan’s wifh or prayer, and fhewing by their incorruption,
even to the age of Simeon (i, ¢. the reign of Henry I.) the merit of both the king and the bifhop.

g Sim, Hift, Dun. Ecc. c. 1, 2..

Penda.
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Bed,1.3.¢ 24 - Pendaking: of Mercia, though ‘very ‘old, continued ftill the tetror and

A.D, 655,

#;d. L 3. 23

fecourge of _his neighbours. His malignity againft the Northumbrians in
particular, was inveterate and irreconcilable, and threatened: the utter: de-
ftruction of that people. He had' been harafling them by renewed defolat-
ing incurfions ever fince the death of Ofwald 5 and Ofwy finding himfelf an
unequal match for him in the field, endeavoured.in vain to bribe. him to be
quiet, by offering him his royal ornaments, and other prefents of great value.

.But the extremity .of oppreffion at-laft provoked a refiftance that proved its

remedy. - Ofwy, accompanied by his fon Alchfrid, 'is faid to have encoun-
tered Penda, with *a thirtieth ‘part . of the numbers’ which ‘followed that
tyrant to- the field. For, befides the forces of his own kingdom, Penda
was alfo accompanied with - Edilhefe king of the Ealt Angles, and ‘Adelwald
king of -Deira, who awed by his greatnefs had entered into a league with
him againft Ofwy." “But in the beginning ‘of the battle Adelwald retired with
his army and waited the event in'a place of fafety. This circumftance could
not fail' to give courage to the Bernicians, who, attacking. their adverfaries
with irrefiftible rcourage, obtained a complete * ‘victory. 'Penda fell in the
field in the 8oth year of his'age, together with Edilhefe his ally, almoft: all
his chieftains, and a vaft number of their followers. Ofwy, in confequence

of this vi&ory, . became mafler of Mercia, and held it three years; after

which the'nobles of that nation expelling thofe who :governed- it under Ofwy,
caifed Wulfher the fon'of Penda to the throne.. ‘ 3 BT

‘Between the.time of Ofwy’s-victory over Penda and the year 664, Adel-
wald king of Deira died; andafter his death Ofwy feizing ' the. kingdom of
Deira,  retained to himfelf the’adminiftration’ of it and appointed his fon
Alchfrid to be king of Bernicia under him. In'the year juft named, a
council was held at Whitby in prefence of the two Northumbrian kings, for
determining - the proper time'of celebrating Eafter; a queftion, which, in
thofe days, was efteemed of the utmoft importance. The Britons, Scots,
and Pi&s, who had been all inftruéted in the chriftian faith and worthip by
miffionaries from France and Rome, a century or two before the converfion
of the Saxons, had been taught to keep their Eafter, agreeable to the method
of ‘computation; which at that period prevailed in the Roman church. But
after that time, the bithops of Rome, and almoflt all the churches on the

.continent, had thought proper to'adopt a different calculation; with which

the troubles of Britain, and its diftance from Rome, had hindered the church
of that ifland from being acquainted. In the mean time they had acquired
for their own cuftom, that zeal and attachment . which is ufual in all matters
conneéted with religion.  Auguftine the apoftle of the Saxons in Kent,

* The monks afcribed this extraordinary vitory to a vow made by Ofwy before the battle,
If the Pagan, faid he, knows not how to accept our offerings, let us prefent them to him, who
knows it well, to our Lord God. And.fo he immediately vowed to confecrate his daughter to
God, as a facred virgin, and to give awelve portions of land, for eretting the like number of
monafieries. , After his viQory, he fulfilied his engagement, by building and endowing the
monzfteries, and fending his daughter Elfleda to be educated a Nun in the monaflery of Whitby,
whereaf fhe died Abbefs at the age of fixty years, Bede, L 31 ¢ 24.

had
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had endeavoured in.vain to bring the Britith bifhops of ‘Wales, to a con< 5
formity to the Roman rule; and the Scots and Pi&ts were equally averfe'to'
deviate from the eftablithment of Columba and Ninian, whom they honour-
ed as faints, and whofe memory ‘they held in the higheft: veneration. This Bed. 1 3.¢. 25
difference between the Roman and Britith cuftom, produced a ftriking '
incongruity in the court of Ofwy. . That prince had married Eanfled the
daughter of king Edwin, who, after the .defeat and death of her father, ‘'was
carried by Paulinus ‘into Kent, and educated there in the rites which that
churchy threugh its founder:Auguftine, had derived from Rome.” Eanf-1d,.
and her Kentith attendants .of confequence; .obferved the Roman Eafter
and hence it fometimes happened, that while the king was celebrating that
feaft,” according to the computation of the' Scots, who had' been the'in-
ftru&ors of him and his' people, the queen was ‘ftill in‘the middle of ths
mortificationsof  Lient, keeping Palm Sunday. ! A1 Yo

~The only bithops of the. Northumbrians, fince the revival of Chriftianity
amongft them, in the beginning of Ofwald’S'reiFn, ‘were a fucceflion of Scots
in the fee of Lindisfarn.,  Aidan, thefirft of rhefe, held that bithoprick'
feventeen years. - His fucceffor Fenan, fent alfo from Scotland, and ordained
in that country, held it .ten years. : He built a' church in Lindisfarn,” which
according to the .manners of ‘thofe: times ' was judged :fit: for the feat of a
bifhop. : It was built in the Scottifly fathion, of beams and planks of oak, Bed.L 3. c. 25
and ‘was covered with reeds. Theodore archbithop of Canterbury,” in one of
his vifitations, dedicated it to St. Peter, and Eadbert, the immediate fucceffor
of St.. Cuthbert, covered both the roof: and walls with plates of lead.
Finan’s immediate fucceffor was Colman, in'the third year of whofe prelacy, ¢4,
was held the council of Whitby. -Celman. had :the fame attachment as his
predeceflors to the Scottifh.'Eafter, and: appeared 4at: the council with his
clergy, who were almoft-all his countrymen, 'in defence of" the ancient mode
of his. mother - church.* <The principal ' champion of the Roman ‘cuftom:
was Wilfrid, who ‘had been an inftructor of the young king Alchfrid in
matters of religion, and had gained a great afcendant overhim. : Wilfrid
was ! a Northumbrian by birth, of honourable parentage, educated a monk
in the Convent of Lindisfarn, and had, by travelling.to France and Rome,
acquired the learning ofthat age, and a‘ particular. acquaintance with the
rites and canons of the Roman church. He alfo acquired a high relith for
the riches, pomp, and fplendour, he had feen in the foreign churches. This
education,” concurring with a haughty, ambitious, and" intracable {pirit,.
rendered Wilfrid a moft notorious troubler of the peace of the Englith
churches, and a principal inftrument of. fubje&ting them to the ufurpations of
the Roman Ponuiffs. The quéftion concerning -Eafter was agitated between ¢y 4
Colman and Wilfrid with much more zeal than knowledge. The authority Bed.No.’Pg.‘
derived from Peter to his- fucceflors in the fee of Rome, was infilted on by 73
Wilfrid, as the chief fupport of his caufe; and the idea of Peter keeping the

keys of heaven; and excluding thofe who failed' of their duty to him or his
fucceffors, made fuch an impreflion on the imagination of Ofiwy, - that this
prerogative, which was allowed by the difputants of both fides, determinsd

the
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the king to declare for the Eafter that he believed to be moft agreeable to
the prince of the apoftles. But neither Wilfrid’s arguments, nor the king’s
authority, were fufficient to move Colman'to abandon what he thought the
right way., He forfook his bifhoprick, and returned to his own country ;
carrying along with him part of the relics of Aidan*, and accompanied by
almoft all the Scottith priefts and monks, who had fettled in Northumber-
land. | Tuda, another Scot, who, having received his education and ordi-
nation’ in Ireland,. obferved the Roman cuftom, fucceeded Colman; but
died foon after .of the plague, which at that time made great havock in
Northumberland ; and in Tuda ended the fucceffion of Scottith bifhops in
the fee of -Lindisfarn, thirty years after its commencement 4. -

The teftimony borne by Bede to this fucceflion of Scottith bithops is
very honourable ; and as it gives a view of the ftate .of the country and the
manners of the times, it deferves to be tranfmitted. "Their parfimony and
continence, he fays, appeared from the place of their refidence, in which,
at their leaving it, there were very few houfes, befides the church; no more
than thofe neceffary for the fimpleft accommodation:. Their pofleffions con-
fited wholly in‘cattle; for if they got money from the rich, they immediately
diftributed it to the poor.. And there was no need of :either providing money
or houfes for entertaining the great men of the country ; who never came to
the church, for any other purpofes, but thofe of devotion and hearing the
word, . The king himfelf * on fu¢h occalions came thither, with only five or

Aix fervants, and departed immediately after finithing his devotions in thé

church. And if at any time he and his attendants ‘took a refreftiment there;
they were contented with the fimple daily food of the monks; and defired
nothing more.. For the whole attention of thiele teachers; was employed in

the fervice of God, and not about worldly gainé; their whole care was be-

ftowed on their bearts, not on their bellies. - Whetice the religious habic was
at that time in great veneration 3 fo that wherever any prieft or monk arrived,
he was welcomed with joy as the fervant of God; even when he was ob=
ferved on the road, the people ran to him and bowing their heads, joyfully

received from him his benedition, or the fign of the crofs; at the fame

time, liftening refpectfully to his advices and inftruétions. On Sundays
they flocked to churches or monafteries, not for the food of their bodies,

* The remainder of thefe relics of Aidan he left in thé ehurch of Holy Ifland, commanding
them to be buried in Secretario ¢us, (f> Bede). Yet the monks of Glaftonbury pretended that
the body of Aidan was buried with them : and it feems that this pretenee was not wholly without
foundation : for a MS. of John Weffington, Prior of Durham, faye, thit King'Edmand, in' his
northern expedition, carried off to Glaftonbury fome of the bones of Bithop Aidan, = . !

‘ ) Smith Not, ad Bed. p. 135

+ There was alfoa difference between the churches on the continent, and the ancient churches
in Brirain, in the manuer of the clergy elipping their hait. The former had adopted the fafhion
of making bare the crown of the head ; fo as to make the hair that furrounded the bare part,
reprefert, as they imagined, our Saviour’s crown of thorns., The latter clipped the hdir on the
forchead from ear to ear, The difpute concerning thefe fafhions of the clerical tonfure, was
agitated with little lefs warmth than that concerning Eafter, ard the Scouith clergy were equally
tenacious of their old cuftom in the one as in the othér. ’

"Bk
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But to hear the word of God. And if any pricft happened to come info

any of their "villages, the 1
the word of life. Nor had

thefe villages, than to preach, baptize, vifit the fick, and, in one 'word, to
take care of fouls; and fo remote were they from all contagion of covetoufuefs;

that none of them would
monafteries, unlefs compell

nhabitants inftantly affembling, requefted of him
.the prieflts and clerks any other endin going ro

Ab omre

accept of territories and poflcffions “for building
ed to it by the powerful men of the ftate;

which cuftom remained 1 all points the fame, for fome time after, in
the churches of the Northumbrians. Such was the ftate of the Northum-

brian church about feventy

years before Bede wrote his hiftory : but in this

account, he evidently -enongh hints the degeneracy that had fince taken

place; which he explains
of York. |

_ Ofwy was not only fucce
conquefts alfo on the othe

more fully in his letter to Egbert archbifhop

fsful in his wars againft the Mercians, but made Bed.1. 2. .
r fide, over the Scots and Pifts; fubjecting and '3 24

rendering tributary to him.the greateft part of their country. It feems fuf-
ficiently evident that thefe conquefts could not have been made, till after the
deftruction of Penda the Mercian, and it is not improbable that the religious

differences which occafione

d' the retreat or expulfion of- the Scottith and

Pi&iMh clergy *, had an ‘influénce in producing thofe wars, which were at-

tended with fo much fuccefs
council of . Whitby, Ofwy d

as his partner in the kingdom, being dead before him, Egfrid another of his

on the fide of the Englifh. Six years after the

25

avaritie pefte,

ied ; and his fon Alchfrid, whom he had affumed A: D. 670,

15 Feb,

fons fucceeded to all his dominions. ’

Egfrid was a warlike. prince, and fuccefsful in feveral of his enterprifes.
The Picts attepting to free themfelves from the yoke impofed upon them
by Ofwy, and for this. purpofe” having colleted a' great army out of all the gagius v,
northern parts of the ifland, received a total defeat from Egfrid ; wherein Wiltr: c.i7.
the flaughter.was fo grear, that two rivers being filled with the dead bodies A.D. 679

of the vanquifhed, the victors are faid to have pafled over them dry fhod.
Lgfrid alfo conquered Lincolnfhire, then a part of the Mercian kingdom :
but though he was driven out of this province five yedrs after, he was not

thereby difcouraged from invading and ravaging Ireland. In the year after
his Irith expedition, he invaded the territories of the Pitts; but thefe people,

by appearing to fly before h

im, having decoyed him into a tract of country,

full of inacceflible mounrains, fuddenly rufhed from their retreats, and cut

in pieces the king himfelf +

» with the greateft'part of his army. The Pitts,
in

.

* The return of Co'man and his clergy to their own country, happened in the firlt year of the
Szottfh King Maldwin ; and Fordun afcribes it to the bad treatment they had received, that there
was little peace betwixt the Stots and . Northumbridns, during all Maldwin’s reignz but the war
was carried on by mutual defolating incurfions, without any general a&ion, whofe memory has |
been rranfmitted 1o pofterity, Ford, vol. i, p. 154: ; .
1 According to the Appendix to Nennius, Egfrid was killed by Brude, who wasking of the

‘Pi&ts, and commanded them in this
Bede, in his life of Sti Cuthber
‘the year before it happened, to the

battle. Gale, vol. i. p. 126,

t, relates, that the Saint foretold this tragical end of Egfrid,

king®s fiter Elfled, who was abbefs of the Convent at Carliflé,
: ' and

]

A, D, 684,
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in confequence of this vittory, recovered their lands on the fouth of Forth,
which the Northumbrians had “for fome time held in fubjeftion. The Scots
alfo, who bordered on the Northumbrian kingdom to the weft, and fome part
of the Britons, regained their liberty; nor did the Northumbrians ever after
secover this heavy blow, or regain that afcendant over their neighbours,
which they formerly pofieffed. ' ‘

It was chiefly during the reign of Egfrid, that the monk Cuthbert be-
came‘ eminent by his zeal and wonderful aufterities, which, joined to the
tales of his miracles, and of his dead body remaining incorrupted, raifed
him to 'the firft place among the Englifh faints. While he tended as a thep-
herd in the night his mafter’s flocks on the fide of Leder, and was praying
with his body in the form of a crofs, he fancied he, faw the foul of bifthop
Aidan afcending in triumph to Heaven, encompafled with a choir of angels.
This vifion made fuch an impreffion on him, that next morning he refigned
to his mafter the charge of his flock, and .became a monk in the neighbour-
ing monaftery of * Mailros. That monaftery was then governed by a
difciple of Aidan named Eata, who was one of the twelve Englith youths
whom Aidan had taken the charge of inftruéting in the chriftian faith, on
his firft admiffion to the fee of Lindisfarn.” The prior of the monaftery, or
he who had the charge of governing and inftruéting the monks under Eata,
was 1 Boifel, a man renowned for his fanétity and prophetic fpirit. Cuthbert
was the chief favourite of his mafter Boifel, and foon became eminent for

“his extraordinary virtues and progrefs in facred learning. And when his

Abbot Eata, fome years after, received from king Alchfrid ground and
revenues for erecting a monaitery at Rippon in Yorkfhire, Cuthbert was one
of the colony whom Eata carried from Mailros to this new feminary, and
who held an honourable place in it. But thefe monks aéting in the {pirit of
Colman, chofe rather to abandon their monaftery, than to conform to the

’

and had come to vifit Cuthbert; who, attended by fome of the brethren at Lindisfarn, met her in
the Ifle of Coquet, which was alfo at that time a refidence of monks. V. S, Cudb.c. 24,
Cuthbert, being at Carlifle, which was part of his diocefe, at the time the battle was fought,
declared to thofe about him the unfortunate event. Ib. c. 27. #5504y o

Simeon of Durham fays, that Egfrid was killed at NeQans-mere, which .Goodall thinks is
Nenthorn-loch, in the county of Mers, and thence infers, that the extent of the Pi&ith kingdom
to the fouth, was the fame with that of Scotland in later times. But the fmall refemblance of
names feems to be outweighed by other confiderations ; for why fhould Egfrid lay wafte a country
in his own poffeflion, and which the Pi&s are faid to have recovered in confequence of his defeat
and death? Or is it probable that Egfrid and his army could be ignorant of a country fo near
Northumberland, and which during all his reign had been fubjet to him ? Neither doth the face
of the country anfwer to the faftneffes of inacceffible mountains, which Bede fpeaks of; the hills of
the nefghbourhood being of a very moderate height, Thefe circumftances make it more likely,
that Egfrid received this overthrow at a much greater diftance from the prefent frontier of Nor-
thumberland, It is even probable, that he was flain fomewhere in the Highland-country, from
his being buried, as Simeon, or rather T'urgot, relates, in the Ifle of Hii. (Hii Infula Columba.)
H.D.E. L 1. c.g.

* Melrofe is the prefent fpelling, The author often chufes to follow the fpelling of his
authorities. ;

1 The faint, no doubt, from whom the church of St. iiofels, about two miles farther down
the Tweed than Mailros, and on the fame fide, has its name. His body and clothes were pre-
ferved among the Durham relicss  Sim. Dun, Hift. Ecc, Dun. Contin, Decem Scriptores, p. 68,

Roman
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Roman mode of keeping Eafter;  and returning ‘to Scotland, Alchfrid gave. A.D. 661
their monaftery to his favourite’ Wilfrid. Soon after their return to Mailros,., . =~
Boifel dying, Cuthbert was made prior of the convent in the room of that Smithie Noters
faint. In this office he not only difcharged his duty, in the moft exemplary o Mat. Wett.
manner, to the monks under his infpetion, but was moft laborious ‘in
preaching the word to the inhabitants of the adjacent country; travelling
fometimes on horfeback, - but for the moft part on foot, and fpending whole
weeks together, -inftruting the ignorant and fuperftitious inhabitants of the
wild and mountainous tracts, which others could not enter without horror.
After he -had exercifed his office for fome years at Mailros *, his abbot Eata
was, at the defire of Colman, when he retired to Scotlénd, promoted to be
abbot alfo of Lindisfarn, and Cuthbert was removed by him from Mailtos, , , .
to'be his prior in this new charge. Here he regulated: his condu by the . " -
fame maxims, and maintained the fame high reputation as before +. But.c. T T
after he had fpent more than twelve years in this monaftery,. alpiring to
what, according to the ideas of thofe times, was the higheft {ummit of per-
fection, he abandoned' his monaftery, and lived an anchoret or hermit in
Farne Ifland. There he fpent feven or eight years, having reared a wall
round his little cell and oratory, that cut off the view of every thing but the
facg of heaven . But though he had foon cleared his retreat of th{cf evil

1 : pirits

* While he.was prior of Mailros, Abbe, the uterine fifter of King Ofivy, was Abbefs of Cold-
ingham ; who, moved by the fame of St. Cuthbert’s virtues and miracles, requefted from him a
vifit to her monaftery for the benefit of his exhortations. In compliance with the royal Virgin’s
defire, Cuthbert fpent fome days at Co!dingham, the fituation of which, nigh the fea, afforded
him an opportunity of a new fpecies of the auftere devotion, for which he was fo much renowned.
For retiring filently from the monaftery, when all had ﬁone to fleep, he went down to the fea,
where flanding up to the neck in water, he fpent the night in prayer and praifes, until the time of
the morning devotions in the monaftery approached. One of the monks, having difcovered that
the faint left the monaftery in the night, had the curiofity to trace his fieps and obferve him from
fome hidden place on the fhore, where he was a witnefs, as he related, after the faint’s death, not
only to the circumftances mentioned above, but when Cuthbert came out on the fhore, and with
bended knees began to renew his devotions there, the fame relater obferved two fea-calves come
forth .from the deep, and approaching the faint, warmed his feet with their breath, and wiped 1
them dry with their fkins : after performing which, duty and receiving the faint’s benedition, * they * Patrias funtree
plunged themfelves into their native deeps.  Bed. Vit. S. Cudb. c. 10. bpll bl des.

+ He was remarkable for unfhaken ferenity of temper, and meeknefs of behaviour, by'pre-
ferving which, and perfevering in his admonitions, he overcame the oppofition of refrattory
brethren, and brought them to fubmit to the ftri monaftic rules. 1In his drefs, he was neither
nice nor fordid ; -and in imitation of him, no garments were ufed in that monaftery of various or
coftly colours, but were for the moft part of the natural colour of the wool. Vit, Cudb. c. 16.

t There was alfo a greater houfe nest the landing-place, in the Farne Ifland, where the
brethren who came to vifit ‘him lodged, and a fountain at a fmall diffance, which {upplied them
with water, Vit. S. Cudb. c. 17, y 3

‘Cuthbert was fucceeded in his hermitage in Farne Ifland by Ethelwold, a monk and prickt of the
monaftery of Rippon. Ethélwold lived twelve years in that retreat, and was buried in St. Peter’s
church in Holy Iftand, befide the bodies of the bithops of that fee, Felgild fucceeded Ethelwold, vi. S, Cudbs.
and in the time of that hermit, Eadfrid, bithop of Lindisfarn, reftored from its foundations the c. 46,
oratory of St. Cuthbert, which had fallen into utter difrepair. Bederelates, that Felgild, the third
heir of the fame place and fpiritual warfare, was more than feventy years old, at the time of his (Bede’s)
writing the life of St. Cuthbert. Befides thofe énentioncd by Bede, there were other monks who

2 5 chofe
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* {pirits that haunted it, and made the barren rocks produce him both bread
and water,. yet he was not able to refift a combination, formed by his fellow
mortals, to draw him back again into the world. A council held in.the laft
A:D. 634 year of the reign of Egfrid, at a place called Twyford on the Alne, where

Lo b5 the king was prefent, and in which Theodore archbifhop of Canterbury pre-
vit. S, Cuthb.. fided, made choice of Cuthbert to be bithop of :Hexham, in the room of

e Thumbert, whom Theodore had lately depofed. But the king was obliged
to go. in perfon over to Cuthbert’s -hermitage, -and to join his entreaties to

" thofe of many noble and' pious perfons in his company, and of the brethren

of the monaftery of Lindisfarn, before the holy anchoret could be perfuaded

to accept of the epitcopal office. Eata, his abbot, had been for feven years

bithop of Lindisfarn; but Cuthbert, on account of. his better acquaintance

with the diocefe of” this ifland, preferring .it to that of Hexham, Eata was
removed.to Hexham, where he had been bifhop before, and Cuthbert was, on

the Eafter-day following, confecrated bithop of Lindisfarn, .in the Cathedral

A:Dveds.. of York, by Theodore of Canterbury, and feven other bifhops. During
the fhort remainder of his life, which was only about two years *, he adorned

his ftation by all the virtues of a good bifhop ; and finding his end drawing

nigh +, he retired to his beloved retreat in Farne Ifland, and there breathed:

his laft. His body, which he. had granted, before his death, to  the earneft:
importunities of the brethren of Lindisfarn, was tranfported to that ifland,.

and buried there in the church of St. Peter: and to complete the evidence

of his faintthip, his coffin being opened by the monks eleven years after his

chofe Farne for the place of their retreat. Among thefe was St. Bartholomew, as appears from
a manufeript hiftory of his life in the Bodletan Library, who obtained leave of Laurence prior of
Durham to go to Farre; where he found a brother, called Elwyn, in poffeflion, who was ill pleafed
with his coming thither,  Bartholomew wrote in his retreat, a book called Farne Meditations,
which is ftill preferved in the Durbam library. It is alfo recorded, that Thomas prior of Darham,
in.the ‘'years 1162,.1163, retired to Farne. His retreat was owing to a controverfy with bithop
Hugh concerning certain liberties, to the difputing of which he was excited, but afterwards de-
fetted by his monks. Hugh got him depofed, upon which be retired to Farne. Alexander II.
king of Scots, A. D. 1245, grants and confirms to the monk Henry, ard to his fucceffor in Ferne~
Smithcin Not.- Ifland, 8 4. fterling in free alms ; to be received annually out of the farm of his mill of Berwick,
2d Vit, 5.Cuthb. inftead of half a chalder of corn, which he was want to receive out of the faid mill, by virtue of
46 a.charter of King William. :

* In the courfe of an epifcopal vifitation, not long before his death, having gone through the
higher places (Juperiora loca) of his diocefe, he came to a monaftery of virgins, fituated not far
from the mouth of the Tyne, of which, a woman of noble extraétion called Veria, who made
him a prefent of fine linen, which he kept for his winding-fheet, was abbefs; and theie mira-
culoufly changed by his. blefling waterinto-wine, Cudb. c. 35. He bad, while a boy, performed
a great miracle at the fame monaftery, which was then inhabiied by monks; fome of whom, being -
carried out to the fea on certain floats, on which they were bringing wood to the ‘monaftery, he

. faved by his prayers, from the imminent hazard of being drowned. C. 3 :

*  TheTyne fpoken of in thefe two miracles, Smith underftands, of the Tyne in Eaft Lothian,
on which was fitnated the famous monaftery of Tynningham, Buot'both fories being vouched,
at firft or'fecond hand, by.brethren in Bede’s monaftery, makes it probible that he. means the
Tyne in Northumberland, _ :

4+ He retired to the Ifland “of Ferne immediately after Chriftmas in 686. He - was.feized with
his lat illnefs. on thc 27th of Febroary following, and died on the 20th of March. His body
was carried in a.fhip'to Holy Ifland, .and buried there in the church of St, Peter on the right hand .

of the altar, in a flonc-coffin. * C. 37, 10, .,
death;
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death; both the faint and his clothes were-difcovered -to be as frefh and free

from corruption, as at the moment of their interment,. aldels Leoll)
The fame country and times produced another churchman of a charadter

very extraordinary; and which, .in many refpeéts, formed a ftriking,con:

traft to.that of Cuthbert, and’of ‘his predeceflors-and mafters the Scottifh

monks. . This was * Wilftid alrecady mentioned ; who, after the death of 44 D, 604s.

Tuda,; the Jaft of the  Scottith. bithops in -Lindisfarn, was fent over by

Alchfrid. to: France, 'to reccive 'epifcopal  ordination from the hands of the-

bithops of that kingdom; who, as to religious rites, were in perfet con<

formity with :the fee of ‘Rome. , It is probable that Wilfrid, on his fetting -

out for France, was deftined to be fole bifthop of Northuniberland, as thofe -

of Lindisfarn had been, éver fince the reftoration of chriftianicy by king: -

Ofwald in: that kingdoin. > But before his return from the continent, where-

he tarried @ conliderablé! time, king Ofwy, by the influence of: fome who

envied Wilfrid and /favoured ‘ the Scottifh rites, beftowed. the diocefe -of his Edd e 14

kingdom, the feat of s which he fettled at York, on Chad, abbot of Lefting-

ham, a-Scottith monk-greatly: rénowned - for his fanétity. Somie years after,

Theodore, a learned Greek. monk, and,. together: with the  Abbot, Adrian, .

the firft introducer.of good learning among the Saxons, was fent over by Pope. 4-D-'669¢

Vitalian to be: archbifhop of i Canterbury,-and was received by all.the Saxon

churches as their primate. + 'Theodore, in’ his firft vifitation of thefe churches, Bed. 1. gu.. 2.

objected to the ordination .of Chad; which "he ‘had received, during the :

vacancy of the fee: of Canterbury, from Wini, bifhop:of the Wéft Saxons,.

aflifted by two bifhops of the Britons, who were not in communion with.

Ronte: Chad" did "hereupon ‘retiré to his' monaftery at”’Leftingham; but

Theodore, moved by his piety and humility, would’ nét fuffer him to be

divefted of :the epifcopal character, fupplying the alleged defet.in his former

vifitation by a new. impofition'of hands... On :the retiring -of. Chad, Wilfrid.pet. 1,4, c. 3,

became fole - bithop of Northumberland, that is, of:all ' king Ofwy’s domi-

nions, which extended from ' the ‘Humber to the Frith‘of ‘Forth, and had:

been. increafed by the conqueft: he had lately made of Lincolafhire, which.

was then part of the Mercian 'dominions on.the fouth-of the Humber.

Befides rhis ‘'vaft diocefe, Wilfrid' had' the government of nine -abbies, and i, rag, ac

being ever ready to accept, a‘n'd.inc!éc'dj,tb foli¢it,  the moft extravagant Hagultt, Ece,

donatives, which the ignorant fuperftition of the age prompted the great ones %'

to. beftow, he buiilt and adorned in the moft fumpttious mannerhis +churches

' ' c ' and-

. * Wilfrid was a Northumbrian of noble birth, and being recommended by Eanfleda, Ofwy’s'-
queen, to a certain nobleman called Cudda, ‘who retired to the monaftery of Lindisfarn, did attend
him thither as his companion, and goptinued there from the 14th to the 18th year of his age.

+: His principal works were:the reparation of, the cathedral of York, the roof oigw}iich he :
covered with Jead, and glazed its windows, A. D, 670, and two maguificent churches at Rippon
and Hexham. .Eddius defcribes him as attended in his progrefles, when performing his epifcapal
fun@lions, not only by his fingers, whereof Eddius himfelf was one, but by mafons and artifts. of
almoft every kind, Ed.c. 14, Thus religion was, in thofe times, made the means of introducing
and improving the arts among a fierce and barbarous people. Itis plain from various paflages in Bede,:
that the monks of thofe times employed’ themfelves in agriculture-and the artsq; In his hiftory of ¢
the abbots of Weremouth and. Jarrow,, he. celebrates the  humility of Eafterwin, i\'hom'.B‘é;_uedi&i
TR ; : "7 Bifchop,:,
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and abbies; employing in thefe works the moft-fkilful artifts he could procure
Ed.e.2t. from France and Italy. Nor was his magnificence in other refpeéts inferior..
to that of his buildings ; for in his family the fons of many of the Northum-
brian nobles refided for their education; his attendants were numerous;
his furniture fplendid; and at his table 'he is faid to ‘have been ferved on
Bed. L4 c.rg. @0Id.  His great patronefs was Etheldrida, the queen of Egfrid, famed for
Ric. fag c. 1, Preferving her virginity, -during ‘twelve years marriage with that' prince.
y. From her he received Hexham and the adjacent lands, faid to have been
Jands “of her own dowry, for the fupport of his convent and magnificent
church * there. But Wilfrid was unhappy in the retreat of fo mighty and
generous a friend from the palace to a Nunnery. The § queen, by her un-
Bedi 14 ©19- ceafing importunities, prevailed with her hufband to allow her to make this
retreat; and fhe received the veil from the hands of Wilfrid in the abbey of
Coldingham, then under'the government' of :f Ebba, aunt to the king.
Ermenburga fucceeded Etheldrida in the king’s bed; but notin her friend-
fhip to Wilfrid. - The new queen’s averfion :to that prelate ; the jealonfy and
envy excited by his immoderate wealth and ambition ; together with the
refentment flowing from a fufpicion of his having.encouraged § Etheldrida
to turn Nun, determined the king to enter into meafures for humbling  him.
Bed. L 5. e. 5. For this'purpofe he obtained the aid of Theodore archbithop of Canterbury,
[ witionie; Who in ‘the ‘year after he-arrived 'in England, held a council of | Englith
acthis council  bifthops, by which, among other regulations, it was enacted, that, upon
ettt gecount of the increafing numbers of the faithful, the number of bifhops

$°

the alts of it
bear,
Bifchop, firlt abbot of Weremouth, had aflumed as His collegue“in the government of that con-
vent; and as a proof of it, relates, that althongh he was a. man of noble birth, and had been the
minifter of king Egfrid, yet having abandoned fecular arms and affairs, he fought not, in any
refped, to be diﬁinﬁuifhed from the other brethren of the monaftery, but along with them would
fan, acd'grind, milk cows or fheep, and, with great pleafure, work in the bakehoufe, garden,
kitchen, or employ himfelf in any other bufinefs of the monaftéry, . He likewife relates, that when
Eafterwin was going abroad any where about the affairs of the convent, and found the brethren
at work, he would immediately join himfelf with them, either in guiding the plough, beating out
iron, fhaking the fieve, or any other labour. (Bed. Ed. Smith, p. 296.) "Alfo in his ecclefiaftical
hiftory, (l. 5. €. 14,) he gives an account of a wicked monk, who, before his death, faw in'a
vifion che place prepared for him -in Hell. 'This monk Bede himfelf knew, and fays, that thongh
he was often rebuked by his fuperiors and brother monks, for his drunkennefs and irreligion, yet
they ftill bore with him, becaufe of the need” they had of his works, he being a very expert
mechanic. ' ’
* Richard ;of | Hexham, . after defcribing this magnificent firuQure which was facred to St,.
Andrew, fays, that there was none like it to be found at that time on thisfide of the Alps, C. 3.
1+ Queen Etheldrida was danghter (0 Anna king of the Eaft Angles, and 'had been married firft
to Tonberet,' a grandee in her father’s dominions, with whom fhe alfo lived a virgin three years.
She is faid to have received the veil from Finan bifhop of Lindisfarn, Dugdale Monaf, vol. ii.
1051,
i Amita, aunt by the father fide, being the danghter of king Ethelfrid, and the fifter of Ofwy
and Ofwald, She fetiled firft at Ebchefter, a place on the river Derwent, which rans into the
Tyne, that {till bears her name, and afierwards removed to Coldingham, Smith ad Bed. 1, 4. ¢. 19,
Etheldrida, after a year’s refidcnce at Coldingham, retired to Ely in her native country, and became
abbefs of the monaftery there. Sixteen years after her death, her body was taken up incorrupted ;
a demonftration of her faintthip and virginity., In fucceeding times, fhe was commonly known by
the name of St. Audrey of Ely,
§ Wilfrid himfelf told Bede, that Egfrid had promifed him much’ riches in money and lands, ‘#f
he could perfuade the queen to allow him matrimonial commerce with her,

! ST faould
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fhould ‘alfo be augmented. Wilfrid’s great intereft ‘at court had hitherto

hindered this fchemé from taking effect in the Northumbrian kingdom.

But the king and -court being now his enemies, and the enormous extent of A.D. 678
his diocefe being. moft apparent, Theodore very willingly gratified the king,

by confecrating Bofa, bifhop of the province of Deira, and Eata, abbot of

Mailros ‘and Holy Ifland, of Bernicia; the. former having, the feat. of his

bithoprick at York, and the latter at Hexbham or * Lindisfarn, Thefe.g;;’:z'::- .
things were done without the privity or confent. of Wilfrid ; who efteeming.
himielf grievoufly injured, repaired to court, and in the prefence of the king
and Theodore appealed to the fee of Rome for redrefs. This appeal, being
the firft of the kind in the Englih churches, was treated by Egfrid and his
courtiers with contempt; but Wilfrid, fteady in his purpofe, fet out im-pe, 1, g c.1q.
mediately for Rome, where he received the ufual welcome given to appel-.

lants,” and obtained a favourable decifion, from Pope Agatho, and a council

of bithops. With this he returned to England, and. prefented it-to Egfrid;

but the king and his council rejected it with indignation, alleging it had been Ed. c. 33.
procured by bribes, and .committed Wilfrid to prifon. After remaining
prifoner about a year, he was fet free upon the interceflion of 4 Ebba the Cold- |,
ingham Abbefs, but upon condition, that he thould immediately abandon the
Northumbrian dominions. He continued in exile during the remainder of the
reign of Egfrid and the firft year of his fucceflor, being employed moft ‘part
of that time in converting the pagans in Suffex and the Ifle of Wight, -for a4, Bede,
which he received ample rewards. from the kings to whom thefe places were

fubject. . His zeal and diligence in this work did alfo contribute to make his

peace with archbifhop- Theodore; who, by his interceflion with the new
Northumbrian king Aldfrid, obtained leave for him .to.return to his native .
country. Upon his return, he was put in poffeflion of the fee of § Hexham, A.D.eéss,
and after St. Cuthbert’s death, had, for a .year, the -adminiftration of the b e
fee of § Lindisfarn, until Eadbert was advanced to that charge. Afterwards

he is faid to have been reftored to the fee of York **, and the poffeflion of his Edd. c. 43.

-1 3‘.

* This is the precife account given by Bede, Wharton Ang. Sac. p. 963. whom Carte follows;
fays, that Lindisfarn, the ancient feat of the bifhops of Northumberland, was left to Wilfrid ; bat
what authority can there be for. this, fufficient to countervail the concurring ralations of Eddius and
Bede?

+ The king and queen in a progrefs through their dominions came to Coldingham abbey, when
the queen having been whipped a whole night by the devil, and in the morning being convulfed
and ready to expire, Ebba affured the king, that the caufe of thefe fufferings was his treatment of
Wilfrid, who was therenpon liberated {rom prifon and difmiffed, and a bag of relics reftored to him,
which Wilfiid had brought from Rome, and which the queen hzd robbed him of, and carried about
with her, as the Philiftines, fays Eddius, did the ark of old, to her own plague. Wilfrid being
thus in part redrefled, the queen was healed. Edd. c..38.

1 This diocefe is faid to have extended from the T'ees to the Alne, .

§ During this time, Bede relates, that the monks of Lindisfarn, . were in fuch diftirefs and
danger, without mentioning particulars, that feveral of them abandoned the convent. It is
probable, that thefe troubles arofe from Wilfrid's attempting to abrogate the rules of St. Cuthbert,
and the foints his predeceffors, which had been eftablithed amongft them ; and to introduce in the
{ogm of thefe, the Benedi&ine difcipline ;- which he did in all monafteries where he had power or
nfluence, : . ;

>* This is the account given by Eddiue, c. 42; but Bede and others fay nothing of Wilfsid’s -
refloration to the fee of York. g

monaftery
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‘monaftery at Rippon : but foon after the death’of Theodore; new diffenfions

breaking out between Wilfrid and the- king, the former' was again expelled
from Northumberland, and obliged to feek refuge in the neighbouring king-
dom- of Mercia, where kmg Ethelred received him well, and gave him the

_adminiftration of the fee of Leicefter. Twelve years aftcr, a council held ac

Nefterfield near Rlppon, by Beretuald archbifhop of Canterbury, at the defire
of the Northumbrian king Aldfrid, took cognizance of Wiltrid’s condudt,
and {trlpped i of all his- poﬁ'eﬁions in Northumbcrland But - they were
riot able to fubdue his fpiric. 'He: upbraided ‘his judges for their contempt of
the decrees of the ‘apoftolic fee, appealed anew to Rome, and at the age of

feventy, made a journey to that city to- profecute his appeal. Again he re:’

‘turned viGor ¥, having obtained a decree in his favour from Pope John VIII.
and a council held at Rome. 'In ¢onfequience of this Judgment, the arch-
bithop of: Canterbury ‘convoked on the'bank of the river Nidd in Yorkfhire,
-an ‘affembly, where the Northumbrian king Ofred, then a minor, being

' prefent with his 'nobles and bithops, an agrecment was' concluded; by which

Wilfrid ‘was reftored to his monafteries of Hexham and Rippon. Vcrv foon
after Bofa dymg, and' the -famous St: John of Beverly, who was then biftho
of Hexham, bemg tranflated- to York, 'Wilfrid regained .his, diocefe of
Hexham'; ‘and- four -years after’ died’ quietly at his’ monaftery at Oundle.
Thus lefnd ‘during a'long and buftling life, “attained to fame and eminence
by the uﬁial hclps of “dbilities, ambmon, and an unfubmmmo relentful fpmt,
while his' monkifth™ aufterities, devotion to the fee of Rome, and zeal in
-extendmg its ‘authority, and mtroducmcr ‘its” frivolous ufages, obtained him
Afrom that church a powerful fupport in the time of hlS life, and the tite of
.a faint after lus death 1.

* Aldfnd was alive, when Wilfsid returned from. Rome, but- pofmvely refufed to comply with
'the pope’s decree ;- of which obftivacy he is -faid to have repented on his death-bed. [Bed. Edd.
«¢. 57.] Eadulph, who, after, Aldfrid’s death, ufurped the kingdom, which he held only two
:months, ‘was equally poﬁuve in rejefling Wilfrid,

+ He was buried in the church of St. Peter at Rippon, fplendidly built and adorned by himfelf.
iBedeé gives his epitaph, ina ftyle of - poetry faperior to the ordinary produttions of that time :

Wilfriduos hic magnus requiefcit corpore preful, .
Hanc Domino qui aulam, dutus pietatis amore
Fecit, et eximibd facravit nomine Petri,

Cui claves cceli Chriftus dedit arbiter orbis,
.Atque auro ac tyrio devotus veftiit oftro. {
Quinetiam fublime crucis radiante metallo

" Hic pofuit tropzum ; necnon et quattuor auro

‘Scribi evangelii przcepit in ordine libros,

Ac thecam e'rutilo his condignam condidit auro.
Pafchalis qui etiam folemuia tempora cuorfus
Catholici ad juftum correxit dogma canonis
‘Quem ftatuere patres, dubioque errore 1emoto,
Certa fuz genti oftendit moderamina ritus :
Inque locis iftis monachorum examina crebra
-Collegir, ac monitis cavit quz regula patrum
‘Sedulus inftituit, multilque domique forifque’
Jaftatus nimium per tempora longa periclis,
Quindecies ternos poftquam egit Epifcopus annos,
Tranfiit, et gaundens.ceeleftia regna petivit,
iDona, Jelu, ut grex paftoris calle fequatar, .

it
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It was about this time, that the monaftery of Coldingham, a ftately and
fpacious edifice, was, through ‘negligence, confumed by fire. This edifice,
as was ufual in thofe times, was inhabited by monks and nuns, rwho, though
dwelling in different parts of the monaftery, were not fo effectually fcparated
‘as to prevent a grievous relaxation of difcipline and the daily practice of
many enormities ; which, greatly increafed after the death of their pious
abbefs Ebba. The deftruétion of their dwelling was univerfally - believed
to be a fignal judgment infli¢ted by Heaven, on the wickednefs of the monks
and nuns. Cuthbert and his monks in- Lindisfarn took the alarm. That
holy prior being foon after made bifhop, forbade the approach of women to
his convent. They: were not even allowed to enter the church where the
monks performed - their devotions ; but had another church *,. at a confider-
able diftance, ereéted for their ufe. The cuftom thus introduced, of for-
‘bidding the accefs of. Won}en to the churches, or ccemeteries where Cuth-
bert’s body had refted, continued long; and miracles are related of dreadful
punithments befalling the unhappy females who prefumed to infringe it.

33
Bed. 1.-4. c. 33,

Sim, Dua.
Hift. Dun. Ecc,
.2, ¢.7,8,9.

The fucceflfor of ngrid’ in the Northumbrian kingdom was Aldfrid, an ge.1. 4. c. 26,
illegitimate fon of Ofwi; his legitimate offspring being extin@ in Egfrid. A.D- és.

Aldfrid, in the former part of his life, applied himfelf with :much diiigence
to the ftudy of facred learning; in queft of which he had. retired to. the

Hibernian.or Scottith iflands. But by the advice and-influence of| the queen p.q. vie,
and.Cuthbert,. the Northumbrians, in the general diftrefs that. followed the St..Cudbs

defeat and death of Egfrid, agreed to raife him to the throne. . -Aldfrid found
the kingdom reduced to narrower limits +, but being a man of vigour, he was
fuccefsful in repairing its fbattered flate, and defending it againtt its adverfaries,
After his death, which happened in the 20th year of 3i.s‘reign, the crown

*.This, fays Simeon, was called Grenechirche, from its fituation on a' green plain in the ifland,
+: What thefe limits were cannot be diftin&ly afcertained. But it is plain from Bede’s flory

A.D, 705 :

of the monk Dryethelme’s vifion of Hell and Purgatory, 1, 5. c. 12. that they extended farther on §

the fide towards Scotland than in focceeding times; for the monaftery of Mailros was thea included
in Aldfrid’s dominions. The fituation of this monaftery, as defcribed in two places by Bede, agrees
well with the fitnation of the place now called Old Mailros. 1In L. 4. ¢. 27. he fays, it is fitvated
on the bank of the Tweed:-and in I, 5. . 12. he adds, that moft part of it is inclofed by a
bending of the Tweed. ; "R A | TUTY:
. ~Dryethelme nfed to relate his vifions to king Aldfrid, and was admitted a monk in the convent of
Mailros, at the defire of that king, who, when he came into thefe parts, frequently vifited him.
Dryethelme had a cell afligned him in the moft retired part of the convent, that he might be lefs
difturbed in his continual devotions. And the place itfelf being fituated on the bank o% the river,
he ofed often, for the fake of mortifying his body, to go down into it, and plunge in the ftream.
. There he continued praying and finging pfaims as long as he conld, the water fometimes coming

up to his loins and fometimes as far as his neck : and when he came out from it, he never thooght
of cafting off his wet and cold garmeats; but wore them till they grew dry and warm on his body.
And in the winter when cncompafled with crufts of ice, that flowed down the river, and which he
fometimes broke to make room for his fanding or dipping in the water; while thofe who obferved
him would fay, Ttis firange brother Dryethelme how you can bear fuch extreme cold ; he anfwered
calmly, being naturally a meek and fimple man, I have feen greater cold. And when they nfed
to fay, itis @trange you fhonld fobmit to fuch fevere difciplive, he nfed to reply, I have feen more

%v;rc] ; alluding to the torments of Hell and penalties of Purgatory which he had feen in a vifion,
ed. L 5. c.12. ¥4 K19y

F . was
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was feized by Eadulf, to the exclufion of Ofred, the eldeft of Aldfrid’s
children, a boy, at that time, of eight years of age. But Bereftfrid, a
zealous friend of the late king and his family, retired with Ofied into the
ftrong fortrefs of Bamburgh; and, the: bulk of the nation foon declaring for
the young prince, he was raifed to the crown, the management of his affairs
being intrufted to Bereétfrid. Ofred * fell ‘in” battle after a reign of eleven
years, and was fucceeded by Cenred ; who having reigned two years, had for
his fucceffor Offic the fecond fon of -Aldfrid. ~'Ofric died after reigning about
eleven years, and nominated for 'his fucceffor Ceolwulf, the brother of his
predeceflfor, Cenred.  From this choice of him by Ofred and fome ancient
genealogies, it is inferred by fome, that Ceolwulf was neareft to the crown of
any of Ida’s remaining defcendants 4. -1t is" more certain, that he was the
prince to whom Bede infcribed his-Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, which was finiihed in
the fecond year' of ‘Ceolwulf’s reign. * The venerable author died four years
after; "and for a confpicuous proof of the prevailing fpirit of monkery, even
among thofe of the-higheft rank, which Bede mentions as a chara&eriftic of
that age, Ceolwulf, after reigning about eight years, refigned his crown to
Eadbert the fon of his uncle’ Eata, and became a mouk in the convent of
Lindisfarn. - He - carried along with him confiderable treafures, and added
fome new lands to the large eftates' that had. been given to St. Cuthbert by
feveral of his predecefiors. “He alfo procured an improvement in the living
of the ‘monks; ‘fubftituting ale and wine, in"'the room of water and milk,
which ‘were ‘ the ‘only liquors they had been permitted to ufe, by the rule of
their founder ‘Aidan.  In this retreat he fpent the remaining twenty-two years
of "his life, acquired the title of ‘a faint, and had his body depofited near that.

of St. Cuthbert . ' ° : : .
Eadbert the fucceflor of Ceolwulf was a prince of eminent talents and high
reputation **.7 ‘In. the eighteenth year of his reign, having joined his forces.
o AT . - With

* With Ofred, Naitan kiog of the Pi&ks (Piforum qui fiptentrionales Britanmie plagas inbatir
tant) was cotemporary ; to whom Ceolfrid, the abbot of Monks Weremouth and Jarrow fent a
letter; A, D. 715, ‘concerning the time of obferving Eafter and the clerical tonfure according to the
Roman rite, which is inferted by Bede, ‘H. E. 1. 5. 21. and was probably written by Bede himfelf,
who was, at that time, and all the reft of his life, a prieft and monk in the monaftery of Jarrow..
‘This letier was' intended to inflruét the king more fully in the reafons of the Roman obfervances ;
and ferved the purpofe of confirming his approbation of them, ‘and of engaging him to eftablith
them throughout his dominions, Together with this letter, Ceolfrid in compliance with the king’s.
requeft, fent him architeéts to build for him a church of flone, after the Roman manner, which
Naitan promifed to dedicate to the prince of the apoftles. Benedi& Biichop, the founder of the
abbey at Monks Weremouth, and Ceolfrid’s immediate predeceflor, brought mafons from France.
10 build a’ftone chutch there in 675. He is alfo faid to have fent to France for makers of glafs,
in order to the glazing of the windows of his church, and to have been the firt who introduced
thefe artifts into Britain, ' Wilftid is faid by Eddius to have caufed’ the windows of the’ cathedral

of York to be glazed in 670; but perhaps he imported his glafs.
'+ Being -fprung from Edric the fourth fon of 1da; after the lines of Adda, Theodorick, and

Ethelrick, his (Ida’s) three elder fons were extin. Testa,
1 It was afterward removed by Egfrid, bithop of Holy Hland, to Norham ; and long after, his.
head was tranflated to the church of :St. Cuthbert at Durham. Sim. Daun. ibid.
** Cynewulf, who fucceeded Ethelwold in the bifhopric of Lindisfarn, in the third . year of this

k"mg"s reign, had the misfortune of falling under his difp'cafure. Eadbert blamed the prelate for
: fuffering.
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~with thofe of Unuft king of the. Picls; and led them againft the ‘city of Sim. Dun.de
Alcluyth afterwards Dumbarton, the Britons who held it were obliged to 5. 105, o
fubmit to thefe powerful aggreffors, ‘on the firft of Auguft. Pepin king of Tue Hit
‘France was Eadbert’s cotemporary, and is ‘faid to-have cultivated his friend-c.5. = =
fhip by many royal prefents. 'But all his fame and his fuccefles, together
with the earneft entreaties of the neighbouring princes*, would not reftrain himy
from following the example of -his predeceflor, in retiring from a throne to 4
a cloifter. After a profperous reign of more than twenty years, he refigned A4.D.7ss.
his crown to his fon Ofulf, and withdrew to a:convent in York; where his :
brother Egbert + was archbifhop, and where the royal monk himfelf, after ten
years, died, being, according to Matthew of Weftminfter, the eighth'of the
Saxon kings, who “exchanged a temporal crown for an eternal. His fon
Ofulf was murdered by his own domeftics, in the firft year of his reign; and car. Sax,’
was fucceeded by Ethelwold, firnamed AMo/l, who doth- not appear to have
been any way related to ‘the royal family.. In the beginning of the third
year of Ethelwold’s reign, ‘Ofwin, who feems to have claiméd the crown by
right of bload, undertook to: recover it by force ; but was killed'in a battle s;n?'&'n?s.;é
which began on the 6th of Auguft, and lafted three days, near Eldun § in the ces. ree,
neighbourhood of Mailros. Ethclwold did not enjoy his crown long 5 being A& p- 106
obliged, three years after, to refign it to Alered the fon of Eanwinand a A
deftendent of Ida. Alered having reigned nine ‘years, was’ deferted by his
family and nobles,, and  obliged, in the time of the Eafter feftival, - to  A-D.774
abandon York and feek his fafety in flight.” He firft retired to Bamburgh *¥; 1, vig, -
and thence, accompanied by a few, to Cynoth king of the Pi&ts. ~Ethelred,

the fon of Ethelwold Moll, was placed on the throne, but being driven into 4.Dp. ;7.
cxile five years after, ZElfwold the fon of Ofulph recovered the crown of g{"vf;*

fiffering Offa the fon of Aldfiid, one of the blood royal,: after almoft prithing by hunger in the
fan&uary of St, Cuthbert, whither he had fled for. refuge, to be carried away from it by unarmed.
foes, who afterwards put him to a cruel death. The king thus provoked, befet St. Peter’s church,
feized the bifhop, and detained him a prifoner in Bamburgh, commitiing the adminiftration of his
Seeto Fredbert bithop of Hexham, until Cynewulf having made his peace with- him, was reftored
1o his bifhopric, Turgot, 1. 2. c. z. ' .

* Simeon fays, .the Englith kings offered him fome part of their territories, provided he would
retain his royal dignity.

+ Egbert, being a prelate of {pirit correfponding to his high defcent, obtained from Rome the
archiepifcopal pall, A.D. 736, which none of his predeceflors had poffeffed fince Paulinus. He
was eminently learned, and f%r the advancement of learning erected at York a noble library ; in
imitation of what archbifhop Theodore had done at Canterbury in the preceding century, Stubbs.

1 Eldun is the name of a village, and of the three remarzable hills juft above it, to the weft,
Eldun, Aldyn, Hieldun, Halydon, Yeldun, all mean the fame village, or the hills hard by it ; the
latter giving name to the village rather than the village to the hills. Simeon does not fpeak of -
Eldun as being then without the bounds of the Northumbrian kingdom. Chr. Mailros, places
this vitory in 7605 and fays, that Unult king of the Pi&s died the fame year,

**% On this occafion Simeon defcribes Bamburgh, or, as he callsit, Bebba, Bebba vero civitas
urbs eft munitiffima, non admodum magna, fed quafi duorum vel trinm agrorum fpatium, habens
vnum introitam cavatum ct gradibus mire modo exaltatum, Habet in fummitate montis ecclefiam
prapulchre fatam, in qua eft ferinium fpeciofum et pretiofum ; in quo involuta pallio jacet dextra
manus San&i Ofwaldi regis incorrupta, ficut narrat Beda hiftoriographus hujus gentis. Eft in
occidente et in fammitate ipfius civitatis, fons miro cavatus opere, dulcis ad potandum et puriffimus
ad videndum.” De Geft. Reg. An. A. D, 774. ‘ ’

- : F 2 his
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his anceftors. JZElfwold was a prince of piety and juftice; but thefe were
not fufficient to fecure him againit that fpirit of rebellion and anarchy, which -
had ‘prevailed fo long among the Northumbrians. He fell a viétim *, in
the tenth year of his reign, -to a confpiracy formed againft him by Siga one
of his nobles. His nephew Ofred, the fon of king Alered fucceeding him,
was f{uffered only to reign a year; his nobles having treacheroufly feized him,
fhaved him as a monk, and forced him into a monaftery at York. Ethelred,
the fon of Moll, being recalled from exile, Ofred fled for refuge to the Iile

of Man. Oelf and Oelfwin,. the fons of Alfwold, foon fell vitims to

Ethelred’s treachery and cruelty : and Ofred, being drawn from his retreat
by the oaths and entreaties of a part of the nobles, was betrayed and deferted
by his followers, and falling into the hands of Ethelred, was put to death
by him at Aynburg. Ethelred endeavoured farther to {ecure his poffefflion of
the Northumbrian kingdom, by marrying. Elfleda, the daughter of his
powerful neighbour Offa king of Mercia. | Bot all thefe precautions did not
avail to fave him from a violent death, by the hands of his fubjects, in the
feventh year of his reign +. His fucceflor Ofbald, one of the grandees of

“the kingdom, was not fuffered to reign a month to an end. Being raifed to

the throne by a few of the nobles, who were not able to fupport him againft
a combination of a far greater number; he fled for refuge firlt to Holy
Ifland, and then by fea to the king of the Piéts f. Eardulf § was his
fucceflor, and in the fecond /year of his reign (¢) fought a battle |, againft
‘Wada the chief of the confpirators' who had killed Ethelred. In this
battle there was much flaughter. on both fides, but Eardulf prevailed; and
for the farther fecurity of his crown, according to the barbarous ideas of
fecurity which then prevailed, he put to death Alchmund the fon of Alered,
in whom the ancient race of the Northumbrian kings was wholly extinguifhed.

-Seven years before this event, -the Danes made their firlt- defcent ** in Bri-
tain, that hiftory gives any account of. As they were Heathens in religion,

* Elfwold was killed at a place called Scythechefter near the wall, and was buried with great
folemnity in the church of Hexham. A miracalous light was faid to have been often feen over the
place where he was killed. Sim. Dan. Ric. Hag,

+ At Cobre.* Alcuin wiote on this occafion to Offa king of the Mercians, whofe fon-in-law
Ethelred was, that Chailemagne was greatly provoked at the Northumbrians, on account of their
perfidy and cruelty to their kings, efteeming them worfe than Pagans, Gul, Malm. p. 26,

1 Ofbald became afterwards an abbot, and dying in 799, was buried in the church of York. Sim.

§ Eardulf was the fon of a great noble or general of the fame name, who had been pnt to death
by the orders of king Ethelred in 792. His fon now made king was recalled’ from exile ; and was
the firlt Saxon king, and the only one, fo far as appears in the heptarchy, who was confecrated by
the ceremony of Un&ion, which he received in the cathedral of Yerk, from the hands ofarchbifhop
Eaubald, affifed by Higbald, Ethelbald, and Budownlf, bithops of Lindisfarn, Hexham, and
Whithera, Sim. Dun, Geft. R. R, Ang, axne 796, Chr. Sax.

§ It was fought, fays Simeon of Durham, in a place called by the Englith Billingahoth, near
Wallalege.  According to Dr. Gibfon, in his explication of names in the Saxon Chronicle,
Wallalege is the fame with Whaley in the eaftern part of Lancathire.

#* Six years before, fome of them are faid to have been feen on the coaft of Dorfetthire, having
approached with three fhips in order to take a view of the ifland. At that time they killed a
public officer, who was attempting to biing them before the king or governor of the adjacent
diftri&, to give an account of themfelves, - Chr, Sax, Carte, vol. i, p. 287. Tyrel, vol. i, p. 235.

2 . they
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they treated the churches and monafteries, together with the priefts and monks, gt Su.
their guardians and inhabitants, with unrelenting cruelty. Higbald, the sth 575 %1, ».
in fucceffion from St. Cuthbert,. was then bifhop of Lindisfarn #*; and un- © s
derwent the diftrefs of feeing his fanctuaries profaned, the abodes of the monks
overturned, and their treafures plundered. Some of the holy brethren the
barbarians f{lew, others they carried into captivity : fome they drove ignomii-
nioufly naked out of the convent, and fome they drowned in the fea. In the
year following, they re-a&ed the fame fcenes of cruelty on the monaftery of
Jarrow ; but St. Cuthbert’s juft wrath, as the monks interpreted it, foon after
overtook them : for, in this defcent, their chief falling into the hands of the
Englith, was put to a cruel death ; and-a terrible ftorm arifing, their fleet was -
difperfed and fhattered, and a great part of it wrecked ; the inhabitants of the
country deftroying thofe who attempted to gain the fhore. The Pagans had
not been acquainted with what the monks of Landisfarn accounted their chief
treafure; for the body of Cuthbert was. left unhurts and after the barbarians
retired, the few monks who had efcaped, returned to their convent; and there
alfo the epifcopal feat continued for a confiderable time after.

Eardulf, the Northumbrian king lat-mentioned, appears to have been a
prince of fpirit. Some of his enemies having been proteted by Kenulf, king Sim. Dun.
of Mercia, Eardulf raifed an army, and led it againft the Mercian king, who, AP
on his part, made great preparations for defence. But a reconciliation was
effected by the interpofition of the prelates and nobles of each kingdom ; and
a peace concluded, to continue during the lives of the kings. Eardulf, being
expelled from his kingdom a few years after, was fucceeded by Elfwold, who
enjoyed that precarious crown two years. His fucceflor was Eanred, the fon
of his predeceflor Eardulf, who is faid to" have reigned thirty-three years.
About the 20th of his reign, according to Malmefbury’s computation, he be-  , p 4.
came tributary to Egbert+, King of the Weft Saxons; on whom, and his
fucceflors, the Northumbrian kingdom continued afterwards dependent, unlefs
when fubjeét to the Danes. Eanred’s fon, Ethelred, fucceeded him; and in
the 1oth year of his reign was flain by Ofbert; who immediately afcended the a,D, 850
throne in his ftead 1.

* After the death of Cuthbert, Wilfrid adminiftered the bifhopric one year, Eadbert held it ten
years, Eadfrid twenty-two, Ethelwold fixteen, Cynewulf forty-five, during the four laft of which,
his {ucceflor Higbald was his coadjutor, Higbald was fole bifhop twenty years, and the defcent of
the Danes happened in the eleventh year of his prelacy. It was at the defire of bithop Eadfrid, chat
Bede wrote the life of St. Cuthbert, which he jafctibed to Eadfrid and the monks of Lindisfarn,
Ethelwold, Eadfrid's fucceffor, was a prieft and abbot in the monaftery of Mailros. Sim, H. E, D.
142, c. 35 4, 5. Bed.l.5.co12,

+ As foon as Egbert had paffed the Humber and advanced with his army to Dore in Yorkfhire,
the Northumbr)ians fubmictted to him and became his fubjetts. (Chr. Sax. ad A. D, 827. Carte,
vol. i. p. 286. P !

1 Ac}::ording to Malmefbury, after the death of Ethelred in 796, nobody had courage enongh to
accept the Northumbrian crown ; the advancement to it appearing, in fo many inftances, to lead.
to certain deftruétion.  Hence the Northumbrians continued in a ftate of anarchy thirty-three years,
at the end of which they became dependent on Egbert, to whom and his fucceflors, the kings who
afterwards reigned in Northumberlaad, paid homage and tribute, Malmefbury’s account of this
matter appears to be lame and imperfet, and more credit feems due to the relation of Simeon of
Durham,

o
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In the end of the reign of Eanred, and former part of that of his fon Ethel-
red, a great revolution was effe@ed in the neighbouring country of Scotland.
That country had for many ages been pofiefled by the Scots and Pi&ls; the
former inhabiting the Weftern, and the other the Eaftern part of it. The
intimate union, which had long fubfifted between thele people, was greatly
impaired by the Piéts entering into leagues with the Saxons, againft the Bri-
tons, with whom the Scots were in alliance. But the ftrifes that arofe from
this, and other fources, were often fucceeded by intervals of peace and con-
cord; during which there were frequent intermarriages between the royal
families of the two kingdoms. In confequence of fome affinity of this kind, the
Scottith king Dungal, the fon of Selvachius, who began to reign in the year
824, laid claim to the Piéifh throne *. But the Picts refuling to acknowledge
his title, he commenced a war in fupport of it. He died in the feventh year
of his reign, while the flrife was yet depending: and his fucceffor Alpin,
continuing the war with great fury, fell a viétim to the refentment of his ad-
verfaries, after a reign of three years. For the Pits having defeated him in
battle and taken him prifoner, they reje¢ted all offers of ranfom, and cruelly
cut off his head. His fon Kenneth, having the powerful incentive of reveng-
ing the death of a father, added to the fame claims with thofe of his prede-
ceflors, and having the addrefs.to re-animate the courage of his nobles, fadly
difpirited by the late defeat and lofs of their King; refumed the war, with
invincible refolution, joined to talents far furpaffing thofe of the preceding
kings. In the fixth year of his reign, having defeaied  and flain in battle
Drufken the laft Pictith king +, he feized the government of his dominions ;
and uniting them to thofe he inherited from his anceftors, became the firft
monarch of all Scotland. But the remaining warriors of the Pitifh nation
ftill continued a fierce oppofition to their conquerors; wherein they were
affited by their ancient allies the Saxons of Northumberland. The obftinate
and united efforts of thefe people ferved only to give new opportunities to

* H, Boethius, and the other Scottith’ hiftorians who copy from him, pretend to explain the
particular ground of the title, by which the Scottith kings claimed the crown of the Piéts. But
how thofe writers could have any good authorities for this, nnknown to Fordun, is hard to account
for; and Fordun fays exprefsly, Nowit ille, -cui nibil ignotum ¢ff, hanc ultime contentionis caufam,
et quorum culpa captum eff crudeliffimum boc bellum, €. Scotich. L. 3. c. ult.,

+ In the catalogue of the Pi€lith kings, pnblifhed by father Innes, from an ancient M3, now in
the French king’s library, the name of the laft of thele kings is Bred ; the 76th from Craidne or
Craythne, who is the firft Pi&tifh monarch both in this chronicle publithed by Innes, and in the
catalogne given by Fordun, Innes endeavours to rednce to a jalt chronology the .reigns of thefe
Pidlith kings, according to the years feverally affigned them in his MS..Chronicle, down from
Draft (he 37th of them, whofe reign began A, D. 4¢6. to the deftrution of their line by Kenneth,
which happened according to the fumming of thefe reigns in 842z. And he finds the dates of
events in the reigns of fome of the Pi&ith kings, which may bc depended op as being given by,
good hiftorians, and the moft of which are mentioned above, to accord with a chronological table
which he deduces from his Chronicle : while the catalogue and lengths of thofe reigns given by
Fordun cannot be reconciled to thofe dates. But Gaodall, in ¢, 9. of his learned preface to Fordun,
makes fome remarks that feem very much to fhake the credit both of the favourite Chronicle and
its commentator. Innes, App. to Crit. Effay. In truth, nothing asthentic feems to remain of the
hiftory of the Pi&ts, but a few.gleanings from the hiftory of the Scots and Saxons; which, during
the period of the Pi&ifh monarchy, are themfelves extremely imperfect. *

I : Kenneth,
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Kenneth, of increaling his glory and adding .to his dominions. For as he is Higdens Poly-
faid to have extended thefe to the Tweed, it-{eems probable that, ‘bélides the HTE e
country of the Pits, he conquered alfo a confiderable territory from the
Saxons-*, which -the latter held to the north of that river. Some miferable
remains of the Pils, after having harafled their conquerors, for a while,
from the defarcs and faftnefles of the country late their own, were at laft
obliged totally to abandon it, and to feek refuge among the Saxons or Nor-
wegians : fo that hiftory affords few examples of any nation, which, with its
language, and almoft every memorial of its exiftence, was fo entirely extirpated,
as that of the Pidts. i THIRY

" The time when the river Tweed became the boundary on.the eaftern fide Huntingt.
of the Ifland, between the Scots and Saxons, feems a very probable ra for

the building of Berwick, thé moft remarkable town on the ealtern border,

and the fcene afterwards of great events; ‘or at leaft, for its becoming corifi+
derable as a place of ftrength. . While -the Saxons poflefled the country on the

north of the T'weed, the fituation of Berwick was remote from their frontier
towards the Picts, and at the fame time fo near the royal refidence at Bam-

burgh, and the epifcopal fee of Holy Ifland, that it could not rife to fame or
importance, either as a fortrefs or as a feat of civil or religious government:

and the commerce of that age and corner ‘was too trivial, to render it any,

way eminent or flourifhing. But when Tweed became the .boundary of the

Scots towards England, it was natural for them to raife a town in the fituation

of Berwick, . and to ftrengthen it by fuch rude walls, as that age was acquaint-

ed with, as well as by a colony of fighting men, for the defence of the town:

itfelf, and the neighbouring frontier. But it cannot, however, be faid, thac

the probability of Berwick becoming about this time a place of importance,

is much increafed; by its appearing for the firft time, fo far as is known in
hiftory, in the account given by the Scottith hiftorian Hector Boethius, of the

reign of Donald, the brother, and immediate fucceflor of Kenneth, the
conqueror of the. Pifts. According to that hiftorian, Donald, after de- H.Boeth, L 1a
feating, near the river Jedd, Ofbert the laft mentioned king of the Northum- .
brians, whom the Pi&ith refugees in his kingdom had excited to invade the
dominions of the Scottifh king, marched down by the courfe of the Tweed

to Berwick ; which the Saxons had taken but abandoned, on receiving the

news of the great defeat {uffered by their king. Donald having feized there:

fome Saxon fhips in the harbour, with a great booty on board; he and his.
followers abandoned themfelves to. indolence and rioting, and the Saxons
availing themfielves of this fecurity, and making an unexpected affault on the

town in the night-time, deftroyed a vaft number of Scots, and took the king
prifoner. The confequence of this fuccefs is faid to have been, the reduction

of that part of Scotland, which lieth to the fouth of the Friths of Forth and

* Higden, from Giraldus Cambrendis, fays, that Kenneth gave fix defeats to Saxony or the
Saxans (fexies Saxoniam debellavit), and as he adds immediately, fubdued all the country from.
the Scottifh fea to the Tweed. The excerpts from an ancient Chronicle, in  the Colbertin and king.
of France’s library, fays, that Kenneth invaded Saxony fix times,, and burat Dunbarre and Mailros..

Inn, Crit, Effay. App. p. 783. Clvd
yaes,
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Clyde, under the power of the Saxons and Britons; other. improbable cir-
cumftances are alfo added. But, befides, that thofe conquefts of the Nor-
thumbrians are not mentioned by any of the Englifh hiftorians, and are incom-
patible with the chronology of the Northumbrian kings, and with the weak-
nefs to which that kingdom muft have been reduced by its inteftine divifions,
they are diretly oppofite to the fhort account given of Donald by Fordun,
the oldeft and moft authentic compiler of Scots hiftory. For according to.
that author, Donald was a prince, at the fame time pacific and brave: and
when the Picts, who had taken refuge in Northumberland, were, after Ken-
neth their conqueror’s death, inftigated and aided by the Englifh to invade

the marches of Scotland, they were by Donald’s good conduct defeated and

totally cut off.

Egbert the firft Saxon king of all England, had fcarce finifhed his work of

fubduing the Heptarchy, and thereby laid a foundation for the domeftic
tranquillity of the fouthern part of the Ifland ; when fwarms of fierce invaders
from Denmark and the adjoining northern' countries, began their defcents
and ravages on the Englifh coafts. Thefe Barbarians were the fame people
who, about the fame period, infefted the French coafts, and by the French
were called Normans, or Men of the North: they are thought to have con-
fifted, in great part, of the braveft of the Saxons; who difdaining to fubmit
to’ Charlemagne, the conqueror of. their nation, fled to the neighbouring
maritime countries, fituated to the North of them on the continent. ' Their
refentment againft the French, prompted them to make their firft piratical
defcents on the coafts of that people; but the fpirit of that kind of war
naturally extended it to whatever other countries fell in their way, and
tempted them with the profpect of booty. The defcents, already taken
notice of in the end of the preceding century, were foon over, and had no
lafting confequences; but thofe that were begun in the laft years of Egbert’s
reign, were renewed and fupported with great obftinacy, for many fucceeding
years, and produced unfpeakable diftrefs and delolation, almoft over the
whole of Britain. In the year that Kenneth, paffing the mountains of Drum-
albin, deftroyed the monarchy of the Pits, thefe latter people are faid to
have been weakened by a great overthrow they had received from the Danifth
pirates; which overthrow paved the way to Kenneth’s conqueft. About
twenty-ix years after, in the feventeenth year of ‘the reign of the Nor-
thumbrian king Ofbert, the moft formidable invafion was made by thefe Bar-
barians that- had hitherto been known in the northern parts of the Ifland.
This invafion is by oneof the Englifh annalifts afcribed to the refentment
of Bruern Brocard, a Northumbrian nobleman, for a rape committed on his
beautiful wife by king Ofbert. The king had perpetrated this crime in
Bruern’s own houfe, after having been courteoufly received and entertained by
the lady, in her hufband’s abfence; Bruern, difcovering on his return, the
irreparable wrong the king had done him, went to court,. accompanied by his
kindred, and folemnly renounced his allegiance, and the lands he held of
Ofbert.  Then, pafling over into Denmark, he acquainted Godrin or Guthern,

‘the king of that country, with the injury he had fuftained, and intreated his

aid
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aid to revenge it. The Danifh. monarch, who is faid to have been related in

blood to Bruern, very readily hearkened to his fupplication; and: fent over to.

the Northumbrian coafts a mighty army, under ' the command of Inguar and

Hubba *, brothers, and moft renowned captains.  Having difembarked near

the mouth of the Humber, they marched towards York; and Ofbert, with

his army, having come forth from that city to meet them, "was totally. difcom-

fited: Ofbert himfelf falling, in the battle.  The kindred .and friends ‘of
Bruern, after withdrawing their, fubje@tion from' Ofbert,~had fet up (Elia for

their king; and eftablithed his dominion over fome part of the Northumbrian
kingdom. = (Ella, unwilling that the Danes fhould fettle in.his neighbourhood,
marched againft them towards York ; of which city they had taken pofieflion,

after deftroying Ofbert and his army. But the miferable fate of Ofbert over-
whelmed alfo (Ella.and his followers, at a place :near York, rafterwards called:
Ellefcroft, from the name of the flaughtered king: = According to other ac- chron. Sax.
counts; and thefe from authors more 'deferving of .credit, (Ella, faid to be an Fl- Vie. . 585

un. Vun,

ufurper, had held the Notthumbrian-crown five years, though without wholly G,r.a.p. 142:
fubduing Ofbert; when the Danes under Haldan, Hinguar, Hubba, and Hift Due.
feveral other kings and chieftains, paflfed over from the country of the Eaft i
Angles into Yorkfhire, and‘having taken York, ravaged all the country as far

as the Tyne. - Thefe circumftinces of common and dreadful danger induced

the rivals for the Northumbrian crown, by the interpofition of their nobles,

to conclude an agreement. After which, being accompanied with eight earls; A, . 367,
and marching their united forces againft the Danes, whofe chief ftrength was

at York, they prevailed fo far at firft-as to force their way into the city; but

. ® According to Matthew of Weftminfler, Ingnar and Hubba, with the vaft mulcitades that
accompanied them, did not arrive in England until the: year 870, The principal view of their
expedition, according to that writer, was againft the dominions ‘and perfon of Edmund king of
the Eaft Angles, afierwards St. Edmund; who, b! an exiled traitor that had perpetrated the fakt
himfelf, was moft falfely charged with putting to death the father of the Danifh chieftains, Inguar
and Hubba purpofed to land on the coafts of Edmund’s kingdom: but being driven northwards
by contrary winds, they were obliged to come on fhore at Berwick upon Tweed, -~ The convent of
Coldingham, having been, it feems, reftored after the conflagration formerly related, was then
filled with nuns under the government of an abbefs called Ebba. - "This pious lady, dreading the
barbarities which the heathen invaders exerciled againft all perfons devoted to religion, called, to-
ether the nuns, and informing them of the hazard to which their chaftity was expofed, at the
ame time told them the had devifed a way, by which, if they would follow heradvice, they might efcape
the danger. All of them, declaring their readivefs to do- any thing for that purpofe fhe pleafed,
fhe pulled forth 2 razor, and before them all cut off her nofe and upper lip : her example was im-
mediately followed by the whole fifterhood.. The Danes-arriving next morning, in the hopes of
gracifying their brutal lofts, were fhocked with the deformed and bloody fpectacles, that every
where prefented themfelves. - At the fame time, enraged at their difappointment, they fet fire to
the convent, in the: flames of which its wretched inhabitants were confumed. -According to
Matthew, the Danes alfo at this time deftroyed the monaftery of Holy lfland, the nunoery at
Tynmonth, and the.monafteries of Jarrow and Weremouth. Bat the mote ancient annalifts (Chr.
Sax. Sim. Dun. and FI. Vig.) make no mention of the ftory of Coldingham, nor fpeak of the
deftru&ion of the other convents as happening this year. Pethaps, therefore, Matthew, or fome
other author whom he follows, confo this invafion with that which happened more than feventy

years before ; efpecially as Matthew makes no mention of that invafion. Probably, alfo, the ftor
of Ebba and her nuns, is of the fame autkenticity with the legendary tales about St. Edmund):

Matt, Weltm, p. i6l,_l5;;’ 163, . 1 y 3
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the Danes, fiill obftinately refifting’ and - exerting their laft efforts, gave the
aggreflorsra total overthrow, and flew both their ¥ikings\in the aétion. ‘
The Danes; after this victery; made  Egbert-king of the. Northymbrian:
dominions on the north of the Tyne; which he was to'hold in a ftate of de-
pendence upon them. - Thefe fierce conquerors being afterwards employed in
expeditions againft: fome of the more fouthern parts.of England, the Nor-
thumbrians expelled. Egbert. from!the throne, and raifed to it' one’ called
Ricfig. " But not long, after;) Halden; .the Danifh king, marching towards:the
fea:coaft with! the greateft part ‘of - his' army, from: Repton in: Derbythire,
where he had for fome time refided, embarked his troops ; and having entered
the Tyne, landed them near Tynmouth. . ‘After’ wintering ‘there; the Danes
fpread their ravages from:the: eaft to ‘the weftern féa, over all thofe parts of
the Northumbrian . kingdom that lay on.:the .north: of the Tyne,' and which
had ‘hitherto ‘efcaped their. fury. - The: churches ‘and ‘monafteries, with the.
priefts cand monkis; "being fill- the peculiar::objeéts iof ‘their deftroying rage;

- Eardulf, at'that:time:bifthop of Lindisfarn,-and Eadred abbot of 'the convent

there, refolved to abandon a place;’ whofe' révered fanétity -among Chriftians
ferved only to* expofe .it. the: more to the barbarous fury oft Pagan invaders.
But in forfaking the:place, they carried along with them all thofe things that
made it be eftéemed: holy ; ‘the:incerrupted body'of their patron St. Cuthbert,

and the + relics:of his brother faints. .Witlo thefe, the bithop and-abbot; acs

companied> with feveral priefts, who.had beentrained ‘up' in the monaftery s
feven of whom were'diltinguithed - above the reft; by their having the peculiar
charge  of attending and ‘carryingithe rapofitery of the facred body ; wandered:
through Northumberland for the fpace of feven years, expofed to innumerable:
hardfhips and ‘perils ; and from 'the‘time -‘of - their’ deferting ‘Liindisfarn," that
INand ceafed 'to be’ an epifcopal fee, after havihg ‘edjoyed "that honour 241
years; Js. R it Blitts n ¥ it { ;
) - . § ] 8 / 3164 A% An

" Simeon of Durham afcribes the deftruition of ‘thefe two kings;. to the irjuries tiey had done-
to_the church of St. Cothbert. Ofbert having facrilegionily taken from it ‘Werieworde (Wark-
worth) and “Tillmoiith }| ‘and, Elfd, 'Billingham, Tleclif, 'Wigeclif, and Creek, | Sim," Hift. Dim,
Ece. 1. 2, ¢ 6, The ruitts of 7 chapel, “formerly facred 16 St. Cathhbert, -ftill remain a'little below -
thé prefent village of. Tillmouth, bde of ‘thi places mentioned above, 4nd very nigh the conflax of
the Till ‘andTweed | and’ By the fide of thefe ruins lie the fragments of a_ great ‘flone trough,.
whicli the people of thi¢ Beighbobrhodd” ¢all’a ftone “boat ;' in which, tradition fays, St. Cuthbert
failed down the Tweed ‘from Miilros to this place.’ 'Sif Francis Blake, the prefent proprietor of
the grounds, had ‘the curiofity, to examine, on hydroftiticat principles;, whether' this great trough,
when intire; might havefwam; and found that it ‘certainly might. 'But the (wimming of fo great
amafs of ftone was a notable' miracle for the times of monkifh fiperftition.’ = * " '

+ 'Thefe relics, according to' Simeon, ‘were the head 6f Ofwald king and martyr, part of the
bones of Aidan, Colman having carried thie rel. to Scotland’;. and “the'bones alfo of Cuthbert’s-
fucéeflors, Badbert, Kadftid, and Ethelwold, ”’Sith, ib," They were all contaitied in one fhrine,,
in ejufdim theea loculo, © (Simeon’s words)) * g Y R '

¥ Higbald, who was: bifhop of Lindisfarn at the tim
that fee till. 80z,  and was’ ficceedéd by Egbert who di 20¢ his. fucceffor' Heathured died in .
829;.and was fuccéeded by Egred, who died in 845 ; Eanbert was Egred’s fucceflor, and died in
854 ; Fardulf fucceeded, andi-the 211t 'yédt of his bithopric fled from Holy Ifland, 'as is related in

2 invafion of the Danes in 793, held

all!
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In the year before this:defersion: of ‘Lindisfarn, the Scottith ‘king, /Con- _ A.D. 37
ftantine, the fon of Kenneth the Great, who had fucceeded his: uncle Donald Fordevel. pe 193¢
\in 858, was defeated in-a battle with the Norwegians, on the coaft-of. Fife,

-and put to death in a cave near Carrail,. which from that' event was called the
Black or Devil’s Cave. * The Norwegians are faid to have been inftigated to
-invade Scotland by certain Picts, who had fled for. réfuge to Norway: and
the deftrudlion of Conftantine and his army is-alfo (aferibed to:the. treachery of
fome of that people ;' who, in violation: of their plightéd faith,-had deferted the
Scots in-the time of acion. The arms ‘of thefe northérn invaders about ‘this
.period univerfally prevailing,-and particularly in Northumberland, ‘where.no- .. s.c. .35
thing remained capable. of refifting. them, ; the Danifh king Haldan *; in :the A.D.356.7
Auguft of the year after the defertion of Lindisfarn, divided the country of
. Northumberland among his followers, : who now bégan to.plow and fow; and
from‘this time the Danes date the beginning of , their, reign .over that country.
Ricfig, who probably had made his peace withthe .Danes, dying -this year,
;another Egbert fucceeded him, . being raifed to :that dignity ‘by the Danes, and , (o
_having undeér his dominion the country on the north of the Tyne. ; 3

- At this titme, the illuftrious Alfred, grandfon' of Egbert, and the youngeft
of four. fons-of Ethelwolph, who had in fucceffion mounted the throne of their
-father 3 ‘was - in the 4th drigth year of his reign. ~During: the reigns of 'his
_father.and three brothers;) the dominion of thefe princes hadbeen with little
interruption; haraffed :by: invafions of » the Danes. . - The cnumbers, ferocity,
and horrid treachery of thefe Barbarians, pave-a fevere ‘exercife to the extra-

‘ordinary. talents and invincible courage of .Alfred, through the firft fix years
of his reign. He :was at laft reduced to the ineceffity of feeking his fafety
.for fome weeks, in an obfcure and -inacceffible retreat in)the marfhes of
:Semerfetthire.  But iffuing:'thénce unexpectedly, the. gave a numerous army of A.D.%7%
-his adverfaries a total defeat; and this victory intrdduced a courfe of ‘profperi-
ty, which never after deferted him, ‘and.which lie employed in the noble works
of reftoring 'religion, good government, and the ufeful arts of life, through
.all parts of his dominions. Guthurn, ‘one of the Danifh kings, whom he
-conqueréd /in: the battlel jult mentioned, was perfuaded by him, together with
his nables,  to'embrace the Chriftian religion, .and was raifed by Alfred to.the
‘kingdom of the Eaft ‘Angles; which' he: held of the ‘Saxon monarch as his
all his predeceflors, by the great additions he made: to: the dominions of St. Cuthbert. He built
the. church of Norham to the honour of St. Pcter, St. Cuthbert, and Ceolwnlf, (king and’ after-
wards monk) and removed to it the body of St. Ceolwnlf; ‘and gave to St. Cuthbert the town of
Norham, and two towns bailt by him both of the name of ' Jedword, with their dependencies ; and
2@ thorch apd-town he had.erefled 4t a place called Geinford, 4nd.all-belonging to it, from the Tees
to the Weor, He added alfo to thefe, Eleclif and Wigeclif, and Billingham in Heorternefs, Sim,
H. D. E. L 2. ¢, 5. alfo Hift. de Sto. Cuthberto,  &c. p.-69. v} et 18

* Haldane, a village; on the margh towards England, in-the eaftern partiof. Tiviotdale,is pro-

bably aamed from this Danifh king. ¥ Haldane-rigg, Lurdanelaw, Redden or Raveden,; (not unlike
‘in found to Reafen the.name of the fnith or inchanted ftandard) Woden, Howden, or Hoveden,
are all of them names of places in' neighbonthood within a‘few miles 1of each other, which

would feem to indicate a confiderable {ettlement of the Danes to have been once there.
+ His three elder brothers were Ethelbald, Ethelbert, and Ethelred, whofe reigns extended from

‘857 t0 872, '
G2 vaffal,
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vaffal. The monks relate, that St. Cuthbert, . appearing in a vifion to Alfred,
in the extremity of his diftrefs, foretold to"him his approaching deliverance
and fuccefles. ' The accomplithment of this prediction, is faid to have infpired
Alfred with the higheft veneration for Cuthbert ; of which he foon after gave
a confpicuous proof. ‘For the army of Danes, which had fettled in Nor-
thumberland, having loft their king Haldan, in rthe: war which this prince
waged, in conjunction with other princes of his countrymen, againft Alfged in
the fouthern parts of his dominions, remained fome time without'a head. In
thefe circumftances, 'Eadred the abbot of Lindisfarn, who, together with his
bifhop, was" ftill flying from one retreat to another with' the body of St.
Cuthbert, affured the bifhop and the whole army of Danes and Englifh, that
St. Cuthbert appearing to him in a vifion, had commanded them to redeem

* from flavery Guthred, the fon of Hardicnut, a youth whom the Danes had fold

A.D, 833,

to a widow at Whittingham, and to. make himtheir king. . This injunction -
was received with univerfal reverence, and inftantly obeyed.” Guthred was
placed on the throne at York, having the fouthern.part of Northumberland
fubject to him ; while Egbert reigned over the northern part of that kingdom.
‘Tranquillity and fecurity being thus in fome degree gained, and many of the
Danes having become ' Chriftians, the fee' of . Lindisfarn was reftored at
Chefter *, and " this place continued the epifcopal feat for 113 years; at the

‘expiration whereof, it was removed to Durham. ‘Guthred, in gratitude to St.

Cuthbert, to whom he afcribed his extraordinary elevation from flavery to a

A.D. 894,
Sim. Dun,
G. R. A,
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throne, added to the former poffeffions of the bifhopric of Lindisfarn all the
country between the Tyne and Tees +, known in latter times by the name of
the bifhopric'of Durham : and Alfred’s veneration for the fame faint, induced
him 'both to iconfirm Guthred in his ‘regal dignity, and to ratify his great
donation to Cuthbert. After the death of Guthred, which happened in the
r1th year of his reign, the Pagan Danes of Northumberland, notwithftand-
ing an oath of fidelity, and hoftages,” which they had lately given to Alfred,

joined a great army of their countrymen from the continent, which invaded

- "Alfred’s fouthern provinces. But the fuccefs of this war, which continued

three years, was wholly on the fide of Alfred: ‘and the poor remains of the
invaders having retired into Northumberland, ‘were there furnifhed. with. fhips,
in which they failed over to Normandy. ' After their departure, Alfred eafily
reduced Northumberland to his fubjetion; and, not appointing any vaffal
king, either over the Northumbrians, er Eaft ‘Angles, the prince that he had
fet over the latter dying not long before, was the firft king who had held under-
his immediate fubjetion all the provinces of the heptarchy. i
Cotemporary with Alfred during the moft part of his reign, was. the

® Anciently called Cunceftre, now Chefter-le-flreet.

4 In Simeon -or Turgot’s Hift. Dun. Ecc, this grant, which is faid to havc Been made in:
confequence of another vifion- of St. Cuthbert to Eadre eprefented as comprehending only
the country between the Weor (Were) and Tyne, p. 2 the fame time, the king appointed
St. Cuthbert’s church to- be a place of refuge for fuch uld fly to: it, for the fpace of thirty-

feven days, 1
Rz Scottifh:
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Scottith king Gregory *; whom the hiftorians of his country dignify with the
name of Great, in emulation, perhaps, of the fame of the Englith monarch gmf'l’i;ﬁ- ¥k
who juftly bore that title. Mighty exploits and conquefts are afcribed to him, L 30, fol, 215,
by thefe hiftorians, both in England and Ireland ; but of thefe feats. there
remains no trace, nor mention of their author in any of the ancient writers of
Englith hiftory. Fordun relates, that the northern provinces of England
adjacent to Scotland willingly fubmitted to Gregory. Boethius and his copyifts
defcend to particulars, and among the other exploits of their hero, mention
his taking of Berwick ; which was held by a garrifon of Pagan Danes.  But.
‘the-inhabitants, being Saxons and Chriftians, when the Scottith king with his
army 'came before it, betrayed it into the hands of the befiegers, and joined
in putting the garrifon to the fword. Gregory is afterwards faid to have given
a total defeat, fomewhere in Northumberland, to an army.of Danes, com-
manded by a king or leader called Hardunt: this victory was followed by the:
fubjection of all Northumberland; and the winter that fucceeded this profpe-
rous campaign, the Scottifh monarch is faid to have fpent in Berwick. To
the name of Hardunt there is fome refemblance in that of Hardicnut, men-
tioned before, as the father of king Guthred. And St. Cuthbert the patron Sim. Dum
of this king, is related by the monks to have wrought a-moft aftonifhing E;F;'D,“;'j
miracle in his favour againft a great army of Scots, who had entered Nor-
thumberland, and deftroyed, or attempted to 'deftroy, the monaftery of
Lindisfarn. For when Guthred’s army, and that of the Scots, were drawn
up in array againft each other, and ready to engage, the earth opening, fwal-
lowed up, in a moment of time, the whole Scottifh army. - And this is all the
mention that is made of the Scots, by any writers of Englifh hiftory, during
the reign of Alfred. , :

Donald VI. the fon of Conftantine, and grandfon "of Kenneth the Great, Fordi L 4uc, 201
having fucceeded Gregory on the throne of Scotland, is faid to have pre-
ferved, with great labour, the acquifitions of his predeceflor, and after a reign
of eleven years, to have tranfmitted them to his fucceffor Confantine. - This
prince reigned 40 years, and was cotemporary with the two Englith monarchs, 4-P St
Edward firnamed the Elder, and Athelftane ; of which the former was the ’
fon and immediate fucceflor of Alfred, as the latter was: of Edward. Both
thefe were able and warlike princes, and had guarrels with Conftantine, on
the account of his aiding the Danes of Northumberland ; who were ftill ready,
on every occafion, to revolt from the Saxon kings. In the fecond year of
the reign of Edward, Ethelwold his coufin rebelled againft him; and being
obliged to fly from the fouthern - provinces where: his' rebellion began, took
refuge firlt in Normandy, and thence coming over to Northumberland, was
acknowledged by the Danés of that country as their king. Two years after,
Ethelwald having joined to his Northumbrian Danes thofe eof Effex, who
had alfo put themfelves under his dominion, invaded fome parts of the country

1
* Gregory reigned from 875 to &h His predeceffor was Eth, firnamed Swiftfoot (Alipes),.
the brother of Conftantine whom the Danes had flain, Eth was killed in the fecond year of. his
reign, in a battle with. Gregory, who mounted the throne, after fuccefsfully afferting by the fword
his title to it, as derived from his.father Donald, Fordan. £
: of
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A.D.gos. of the Weft Saxons; but engaging with part of Edward’s forces, fell ina
e AN battle, wherein his own army were the viftors.- A few years after, the Nor-
thumbrian Danes, having, in violation-of a peace which Edward: had con-

cluded with them, invaded, in conjunétion with thofe of their countrymen

Chron. six,  -Called the Fifburgbers *, fome of the fouthern provinces, received a total
Flor, Vig.  defeat in Staffordthire, where they are faid to have loft 1wo of their kings % ;
and all the fpoil, which they were carrying homewards, - was recovered, In

the latter yearsof his reign, Edward profecuted with equal vigour and fuccefs

the total redution of the Danes, who were continually difturbing him by

their infurrections. The fame of ‘his power and great exploits flying before

him, as he moved northwards, the Northumbrian kings, Regnald, and

“Aldred ‘the fon of Eadulf, with all the inhabitants of the Northumbrian

ennD. 924 provinces, fubmitted to his empire; as are alfo faid to have done all the
1o, other northern princes, and, among the reft, the king ‘and nation of Scot-
land 1. it A ‘ : A
At%clﬁ'ane, who fucceeded Edward, and is commonly faid to have been
‘his natural fon, was ftill a greater prince than his father. "Soon after “his
alcending the throne, he -gave his fifter Edgitha, in ‘marriage to Sititric the
Danifth king of ‘Northumberland, hoping, as it would feem, by this natural
attachment, to put an end to the continual rebellionsof the Danifh inhabitants
of that province. But, if this was ‘his view, it was foon difappointed ; for
A.D.926. ‘Sititric § died the year after his marriage. Whereupon Adulph endeavoured

A.D, 925,

2,‘:;;1'“‘““" to make himfelf ‘mafter of his rerritories, ‘and’ feized Bamburgh |; from
Malmef, whence he was foon expelled by Athelftane. < Afterwards, Godfrid the fon of

Sititric -affumed the name of king, without Athelftane’s confent ; and feized
the ftrong places of the country. But the Saxon monarch marching .againft
him with a numerous army, he fled into Scotland’; and Athelftane again
eftablithed the country under -his own immediate fubjeétion, as he had done
lately before upon the death of his brother-in-law ‘Sitieric.  The flight 'of
‘Godfrid to Scotland, -the hofpitable” entertainment and prote@tion he received

*chf.n; Saxe

* From their inhabiting the five towns -of Derby, Nottingham, Leicefter, Lincoln, and Stam-
tford, in which'towns Alfred had allowed them to remain, 1Carte, .vol.\i. p.319. 7 =/ ‘

+ Florence of ‘Worcefter calls thefe princes, Eowils.and Halfden, brothers.of king Hinguar,

.1 This is the firft mention of Scotland being brought under the fovereignty of auy Saxon
‘monarchs, ' PR e Fo

§ John of Wallinford relates, that Athelftane did, at the time of Sititric's ‘marriage with his
fifter, advance him to the title of king, and that his dominions confifted of the country extending
from the Tees to Edinburgh. (Tyrrek vol, i. p. 330.) Fordun fays, it was thought that Sititric
was cut off, by fome treacherous contrivance of Athelftane, in lefs than nice months. after his
marriage, Boethius is more particular: affirming ‘that 'Athelftane inftigated his fifter, whom he
.calls.Beatrix, to give her hufband poifon, ' (Ford, 1V 4.' ¢, 24. Boet.’l. 11) Matthew of Weft-
.mindter relates, .that Sititric : for the love of Edgitha ‘abandoned paganifm; to which afterwards
returning, he died an uncommon ‘and fhameful death, M. W. p, 185.. Fitam mirabiliter ter-
‘minavit : and afeerwards he, with Florence of Worcelter, mentions the appearance of fiery
beams in the north, which, he fays, were feen over all England, and portended the moft thamefal
death (mortem turpiffimam) of Sititric, gui nom multo poft malé periit. ’ i

il According to Florence of Worcelter, it was Aldred the fon of Eadulf, whom Athelftane
-expelled from the royal refidence, which, in thé Englith tongue, is called Bebbanberig. ' ‘Flor, ad
An. g26. ' s 2% ‘ e ©

2 there
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there from Conftantine, excited Athelftane once and again’ to invade that
kingdom3 ‘wherein, according to the Englifh Hiftorians, his arms prevailed

over all: oppofition ; and Conftantine- was obliged to fubmit to the vitor as

his fovereign lord, But the Scottifh king foon attempted to free himfelf Chron. sux,
from this fubje&tion, by joining Anlaff king of *Ireland and the Ifles, who was ™5
the fon of Sititric, and Conftantine’s own fon-in-law, in a formidable défcent Sim. Dun.
made on England by’ the river Humber. ‘Thefe two kings, whom ‘many P- 55
princes and chieftains of the nerth accompanied -as- allies, received a total

defeat from Athelftane and his brother Edmund, in a memorable battle fought

at ‘Brunanburgh ¥, a place the'fituation of which is_now uncertain. Athel~

ftane by this victory eftablithed his -dominion over Northumberland, and re-

covered Cumberland and Wefltmorland from the Scots. The Englifh king

died about three years. after -this” viCtory; and ‘two years after- the death of
Acthelftane ; Conftantine, 'who had with- difficulty efcaped from the battle of
Brunanburgh,’ retired info a' monaftery of- the Culdees at St. Andrews,. where Ford, 44, c. 25
he ‘fpent the remaining five years of his life.’ N

- Edmund, the brother of. Athelftane, fucceeded him on' the Englifh throne,
and two years after, Malcolm 1. fucceeded Conftantine in the kingdom of
Scotland.  Perhaps the¢ youth of Edmund, ‘who began to reign in" the eigh-
teenth year of his age, encouraged theé Northumbrians to indulge their old
rebellious dilpofition, by recalling Adilaff'+; the forrof Sititric out of Ireland, prppeey o0
and making him their king. "'Yet all of them'did not fubmit to him, for fome ¢.95.
part of the country acknowledged as their king Regnald, fon of Godfrid.

Thefe little potentates, fenfible of their inability to contend with the great bt
Saxon ‘monarch, who led an army agdinft thém, conciliated ‘his protetion For, Vig, "
by turning Chriftians:- whereupoa Edmund’ reccived *Anlaff from the fount P %3,
at his baptifin'; and foon after adopted Regnald as his fon-in the rite of con- " ¥
firmation.  But this friendhip did not ‘long continue ;' for ‘two ‘years after,

the Saxon monarch, provoked: by the perfidy of the Northumbrian princes, A.D. g4

A.D.g4ne.
A, D. 9430

* Camden, from a refemblance, I, fuppofs, of the names, takes Brunanburgh to have been
Brumford or Brumridge in Northumberland, fituated ' where-the river Till changes i's- name frony:
Bramith to Till: bntthe invafion of the Scots and their alljes being made by the Humber, renders
this acconot of the fituation of Brananburgh improbable. . Rordun, in his - hiftery of the reign of
Conftdntine, makes no-mention of Athelffane’s invafion and- congueft of Scotland, althongh. he had
Malmeéfbary's accounts of thefe before him; but acknowledges, that the battle,of Brunanburgh-
was fatal to the Scots; they having loft by it the dominions conquered. in the times .of Gregory,
and afterwards : and which had been in their peflefion fifty-foor years or more.. This battle he
places A. D. ¢39, one year later than the Saxon Chronicle, and two years later than Florence of
Worcelter. According to the fame anthor, Conftantine was the firft of the Scottifh kings, wha made
the apparent heir to his crown prince of Cumberland., Eugene, who was the apparent- heir .of:
Conftantine, had this dominion conferred npon him in the fixieenth year of Conftaktine’s reigni.
A.D. gig. . Fordun, 1. 4. c. 24, 25. : : ST | ot ol VY
~ + Roger Hoveden "calls him Onlaff, king of. the Norwegians, and' relates, that he. made. fo
formidable an _invafion_into Edmund’s dominions,. that ‘the latter, by a leagne concluded through
the interpofition of Odo archbithop of Canterbury, and Walfton of York, refigned to him all the -
country to the north of Wailing-ftreet,. ‘Then he fays, that Onlaff, having: deftroyed. the church.
of ‘Baltherus and burnt T'ynningham, foon after died. He adds, thav the inhabitants of York:
wafted the Ifle of Lindisfarn,.and flew- many: and fubjoiny afier all; that a fon of: Sititric named. K
Qulaff, reigned over the Northambrians, Hoveden, p. 423, Uik Jre Ll
43 y : drove:
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dreve both of them out of their dominions. For the farther fecurity of thefe
northern provinces againft the infurrections or invafions of the Danes, after
having wafted Cumberland, he made -a prefent of it, to Malcolm king of
Scotland * ; .thereby engaging that king to enter into a clofe alliance with him,
againft the barbarous invaders of the north.

Edmund’s thort reign being brought to a period by a violent and untimely
death, he was fucceeded by his brother Edred. This king, foon after his
acceflion, quieted fome new commotions among the Northumbrians, and re-
duced them to a ftate of entire fubjection +. But this was in a few years in-
terrupted by the return of Anlaff; whom-they again received as their king.
They themfelves foon after expelled him, and advanced to the regal dignity
Yric the fon of Harold. Edred, provoked to the higheft degree by their in-
veterate perfidy, made an expedition into their country, fpreading defolation
wherever he came §. But as he was returning homewards, a body of Nor-
thumbrians fallying out of York, attacked the rear of his army, and flew a
great number of them. Upon which, the king, greatly enraged, threatened to
return: and make a total deftrution of every thing he had hitherto fpared.
The Northumbrians, terrified with thefe menaces, expelled the king they had
chofen; and by the force of humble fubmiffions, --promifes, and prefents,
prevailed with Edred to lay afide his refentment and receive them into favour.
In Yric, whom they now expelled §, the name and dignity of king was for ever
extinguithed among them. They alfo flew Amancus the fon of ‘Onlaf,-a pre-
tender to their throne; and were thenceforth governed by Earls under the
Saxon monarchs ; the firft of whom was Ofulph, at this time created by Edred.

Under the reign of Edred, a weak and fuperftitious prince, Dunftan, abbot
of Glanftonbury, had acquired exorbitant power and credit at, the Englith
court. This emboldened him to behave in fo infolent a manner to Edwy,
Edred’s nephew and fucceffor ||, as provoked that monarch to banifh him to

® Fearing, fays Fordun, left the people of Cumberland fhould adhere to the Scots, as the
Northumbrians did to Anlaff. It was alfo, according to the fame author, agreed,.that Indulf the
heir of Malcolm, and his fucceffors, heirs ta the kings of Scotland, fhonld fwear fealty and do
homage to Edmund and his fucceflors, for Comberland.” Ford. 1. 4. c. 21. .

1 At the fame time he is faid to have received an oath of fealty from the Scots. Seoti etiam
(fays the Saxon Chronicle) ¢/ juramenta prafiiterunt fefe welle quicquid is wellet, A Scatis, (fays
Florence of Worcefter) ut fibi fideles ¢ffent, juramentum accepit.  According 1o Fordun, this oath of
fealty was given for Malcolm by Indulfus prince of Cumberland, agreeable to the condition on
which Edmund had given the province to the Scotch king. Ford. 1. 4. c. 27. (

3 According to Fordun, Edred was affifted in this expedition by Malcolm, who thereby provoked
the grievons refentment of the Norwegians and Danes. . 344

§ Florence of Worcefter and the Mailros Chronicle place the expulfion of Yric in the year

50. The former doth not mention the reftoration of Anlaf; which by the latter is placed in g47.

n 949, according to Florence and Simeon of Durham, Walftan archbithop of York, and the
Northumbrian nobles, fwore fealty to Edred in a town called T'addenfcliff; but foon broke their
oath, by raifing one Incus of Danifh extralion to their throne. This oath to Edred, the Mailras
Chronicle fpeaks of, as a confequence of their expelling Anlaf, and places it in 948 ; in which year
Hoveden places the expulfion of Yric, Other Englith annalifts differ fomewhat ‘in their accounts of
the times and circumftances of thefe tranfations ; but none of them feem more deferving of credit
than thofe we have quoted. : <

i Edwy was cldeft fon to Edmund, Edred’s brother and immediate predeceffor,

Flanders,
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Flanders: - But fuch was the influence:of Dunftan. and his fellow mooks, at
that time in the kingdom, that the Mercians .and. Northumbrians, eafily . re-
ceiving the bad impreflions thofe. monks gave them of Edwy, revolted fiom
him, and fet up his brother Edgar, ' a boy of thirteen years of age,, for their
king. Edwy, after endeavouring in vain to fubdus the rebels, found himfelf
obliged, to yield to his .brother all; the country from the Thames to. the
northern - boundary .of the Englith. dominions ; - which, according .to the
Chronicle of ,Wallingford, ' did then comprehend the country. called Lothian, w.iingford ta

A.D. 937,

extending to Edinburgh or the Maiden-Caftle., The death of Edwy happen- Sl foelle
ing two or three years after this divifign,. his brother Edgar became -monarch .- 543
of all England.. e T 3 At - - A.D. 959.°

. The reigns of the three S'co,t.ti[h_‘lgings,‘flqdulf, Duff, and.Cullen, who
afcended the throne injfucceffion after- * Malcolm 1., were, fhort and obfcure. :
Indulf was diftreffed. by ‘defcents of .the Danes ; as -his predeceffor Malcolm ‘
had alfo been, in revenge of the league which this latter had entered into with
the Englith king Edmund ; and which was. faithfully obferved by, the fuc-
ceflors of thefe monarchs, as long as the Saxonrace of kings continued on
the throne of England.  Kenneth 111, fucceeding Cullen, reigned twenty-four Fo5- b & %3¢
years, . He proved himfelf to <be a prince of fpirit and enterprife by his war-,
like exploits againft the Danes, and by the new eftablithment he made, with,
regard to the fuccefiion of his kingdom. . According to, ancient cuftom, when
the children of ;any deceafed king had.not arrived to an age fit for reigning,.
fome other prince of the royal blood afcended the throne, who was mature in’
years, and in other refpeéts qualified for the truft.. But Kenneth obtained the
confent of the ftates of the kingdom to fettle the: fucceffion .on the neareft
furviving defcendant or blood-relation of the deceafed king, of whatever age :,

a law which, through the ambition of thofe who had pretenfions to the crown

by the ancient rule of fucceflion, gave occafion to civil wars and ufurpations,
and, had not its full and uninterrupted effect, until more than a hundred years
after it was firft introduced. : SN

The Englith monarch Edgar was cotemporary with Kenneth, during the
‘five laft years of the reign of the former. In the beginning of Edgar’s reign,
Dunftan was promoted to, the archbithopric of Canterbury; and had, through
the whole of that reign, the entire direction of all affairs, both in church and
" ftate.” Dunftan, was guilty of grievous tyranny and oppreffion, in expelling

from monafteries and churches the fecular and married clergy, and introduc-
ing regulars in their room : but,;.at the fame rime, he {eems to be juftly,
celebrated for the wifdom and vigour he difplayed, in maintaining peace and
fecuring the nation effetually, during all Edgar’s reign, againft the defcents of
the Danes. It is probable, that his dread of offending the Northumbrians,
whofe fickle and rebellious difpofitions had fo often been experienced, hin-
dered his introducing' monks iato the religious foundations of that people ;
where they were not known till after the Norman Conqueft. The fame con- Stm. Pea.

* Indulf reigned. from 952 to 961 ; Duff his fucceffor to 9655 'and Cullen to g70. Malcolm
and thefe three 2ll* died violent deaths. ;Indulf was killed by the Danes: Malcolm, Duff, and
Cullen, fell by confpiracies of their {ubjetts. ,

_ fiderations
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fiderations determined Edgar to divide Northumberland into two earldoms 3
the hereditary government of the whole, which Edred had conferred on Ofulf,
appearing an elevation too high for a fubjeét ; efpecially among a people who
fo much affeéted liberty and an independent ftate, as the Northumbrians.
This regulation for the government of Northumberland, was made in a
council of the barons of that country held at York : and Ofulf dying about
that time, Oflach * was made earl of the country between the Humber and
Tees; while the government of the country from the Tees to the Forth, to-
gether with' the fame title, was conferred on Eadulf firnamed  Ewelthild.
The pacific fpirit of Edgar’s adminiftration, is a circumftance that gives fome
credibility to what fome Englith writers relate, of his giving up Edinburgh
and Lothian to the king of Scotland. " An ancient anonymous Chronicle fays,
that in the time of the Scottith king Indulf, the town of Eden was evacuated
and left to the Scots. If this account be true, and ‘if the furrender of Edin-
burgh was‘ made by Edgar, it muft have happened éither during the two or

three years that he reigned over the northern provinces, or -foon after his

acceffion to the whole of the Englith + monarchy. But the furrender of Lothian
is related with a greater number of circumftances; and is placed by the au-
thors who fpeak of it, in the laft year of Edgar’s reign.: According to thefe
accogrits_); the two Northumbrian earls, Oflach and Eadulf, and Eifsi {,
bithop of Chefter, to which place the fee of Lindisfarn was transferred, as is
related above, having extolled to Kenneth king ‘of Scotland the greatnefs and’
magnificence of Edgar, excited in the mind of the former, a ftrong defire of
feeing and converfing with his neighbour monarch: Edgar apprized of ‘this
defire, immediately expreffed his willingnefs to gratify it; and appointed the
two earls and the bifhop to attend Kenneth to the Englifh ¢ourt.” The hofpi-
table reception he found there, encouraged him to explain to Edgar, the clamm
he had to the county of Lothian; which he alleged was the ‘heréditary pofief-
fion of ‘the kings of Scotland. Edgar, defirous to'treat with'due-attention a
matter of fo much importance, laid the affair before his council or fupreme
court. Thefe confidering the expofed fituation of this province, the difficulty:
of accefs to defend: it, and the {mall revenue arifing from it, gave their ‘con-
fent to its being yielded to Kenneth, upon the conditions ‘of his paying homage
for it to Edgar, and that the inhabitants fhould 'retaiit 'their Englith name,
language, ‘and ‘cuftoms. The fufrender’ was accordingly * made,” and- this.
country, . which comprehended not' only the prefenit "Lothian, but alfo the
country betwixt it and the Tweed, continued from ‘that'time, without interrup-

* This earl in the year in which king Edgar died. (g75) was driven out of England. ' The:-
Saxon Chronicle in tragic phrafes ‘deplores his fate, calls him the ‘long-haired hero, wife and
prudent in fpeech 5 ‘and again, that.famous earl; but doés not relate the caufe of his-banithmants
- 'This Chronicle .was feen by Camden in Lord Burleigh's library, and is publifhed by Father
Innes in the Appendix to his Critical Effay. R [

+ For this acceflion of Edgar was in 959, and Indulf died in g6x. Accordingly, Camden fays,.
that it happened about 96o. °

1 Elfsi, called by Turgot, Elfsig, was bifliop of Chefler ' from 968 torggo. He was noble by
birth, but much nobler by his virtues ;. the memory of - which remained frefh for feveral fucceeding,
generations, Turg. 1. 2. ¢, 20.. . . 4 o

' 2 tiony,
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tion, in the poffeflion of - the Scottith kings. If the account of‘.}his tranfaction
be juft.*, either the hiftory of Kenneth Macalpin’s extending his kingdom as
far as the Tweed mult be falfe; or fome of the Saxon kings who reigned. after
that Scottith conqueror, muft have again brought under their dominion the
country between the Tweed and.Forth. But how, or by whom, this was
effe@ed, the obfcure and imperfe@ hiftory of thofe. times leaves us in the
dark.o v of ' ' eaflidd , ' |

Edgar, the hero of the monks, dying in the flower of his age, was fuc-
céeded by Hhis fon Edward, firnamed the. martyr; who, in lefs .than three
years, fell a vitim to the ambidon of his ftep-mother Elfrida. Her fon
Ecthelred, a boy of ten years of age, was the next heir to the Englith throne;
and afcended ir, after his brother’s death. - The long reign of Ethelred, after
an almoft uninterrupted calm of twelve years, in the beginning became a
continued.fcene of all' the moft direful calamities that could arife from inteftine
diforders, joined to the reiterated invafions of fierce and cruel enemies. The.
king was weak, timid, and unfteady ; the pride and power of his nobles too
great for him to control ; his natural fubjeéts enervated ‘by a long peace; and
the fword in the bands of Danifh mercenaries, who betrayed their mafters,
whom they hated, to their countrymen, who with mighty fleets and armies
made, from time to time, defcents.on the coafls of England, :

The firlt great invafion of the Dahes in this, reign was in 991 ; and then
alfo: was the unhappy meafure taken of paying them. a + gress fum, as the
price of their retiring ; which, inftead of producing future fecurity, gave en-
couragement to new invaders; who continually raifed the price of the fmall
refpites from ravage and defolation, that were thus meanly purchafed. Their
firft exploit, in a new defcent on the northern parts of England, was the total

~

5%

A.D.gy3s

deftruction of Bamburgh, where a rich booty was taken. = In the fequel of this 53

expedition, the fatal effect appeared of the invaders having friends, and
countrymen, or their defcendants, fettled in thefe provinces. For havin
entered the Humber, and committed dreadful ravages on both fides of it, a
great body of the inhabitants of thofe parts affembled for the defence of their
country ; but when ready to engage their enemies, their commanders being
of Danifh extraction f, were the firft to turn their backs, and fo left their
followers a helplefs prey to the fierce invaders.

Two years after this invafion, the dread of a new one, ‘together with a pre-

tended revelation made to bifhop Aldun §, determined the monks, who at-’

tended

* The account in the text is that which is given by Wallingford. Matthew Weftminfler, a
much later writer, relates the fame event with lefs probable circumftances, But of this furrender
of Lothian there is no mention in the Saxon Chronicle, or in the more'ancient Englifh hiftorians ;
nor is it at all mentioned by Fordun or Boethius the hiftorians of Scotland. .

+ Raifed by the tax cal'ed Danegelt. |

1 Frana, Frithogift, and Goodwin, guia ex paterno genere Danici fuerunt, fuis infidiantes, auc-
tores fuge primitus extiterunt,  Fl, Vig, :

§ Eardulf, in whofe time (fee above, p. 137 and 143.) Cuthbert’s body was tranflated to
Chefter, lived in that fee nineteen years after, and died in the 46¢h year of his incambency. The
fucceflor of Eardulf was Tilred, who held his fee thirteen years and four months ; then Wigred was
bithop feventeen years; and was fucceeded by Uchtred who held the fee three years; Sexhelm

Haz : fucceeded

Vigi

A D. 995
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tended the body of 'St. Cuthbert, to travel once more with their facred depofit.
They carried it to Rippon'in Yorkfhire; but the ‘apprehenfion of danger

2 c ) . o ] e, . )
28, - being diffipated, in a few months -they were returning back to their for-
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mer refidence, and were ‘only a few miles diftant from it, when miraculous
notice was given them, of the faint’s defire to fix his habitation in the place
where the city of Durham now ftands, and which has ever fince continued to
be the feat of this ancient bifhopric. The inhabitants of the whole country
between the Coquet and the Tees devoutly affifted in clearing the ground,
which was a wild foreft ; ‘and’ in erecting a’ church,’ whichy in ‘the third year
after its foundation, was dedicated by Aldun; © = - ¢ iy ® 195}

~The fucceffor of Ofulph or of Eadulph in the earldom of Northumberland
was Waltheof, firnamed * che Elder.." In the advanced years of this earl, and
while Aldan was bithop of Durham, an invafion is faid to have been made by
Malcolm + king of Scotland, into the province of the Northumbrians. While
this prince, after'having committed great ravages in the country, -laid fiege to
Durham, Waltheof, debilitated by age,” fhut himfelf up in the caftle of Bam-
burgh. But Uchtred, Waltheof’s fon, a ‘youth 'of:great courage, who had
married  Egfrida,. the daughter of bifhop Aldun, having affembled and
armed a'numerous body of Northumbrians and Yorkfhire men, attacked and
almoft totally deftroyed the Scottith armiy ; their king, 'with a few of his at-

‘tendants, efcaping with difficulty from the field of battle. In reward of this

gallant and imporcant fervice, King' Ethelred ‘conférred: on Uchrred the earl-
dom 'of his father, while the latter wis yet alive, adding to it " the earldom of
the fouthern part of the province, according to its ancient divifion.” The good
fortune of Aldun, in being thus deliveréd from his northern foes, met witha
fad reverfe 'before the end of his life; -for in'a 'battle fought at Carrum,
againft an immenfe number’of Scots, almoft ‘the whole fighting men between

the Tees and T_wg:ed, ‘with ' théir'chiefs, were, cut off . AThis‘vdeftrué‘tion‘of

) , , } ¢ ;
‘fucceeded, but. St. Cuthbert p:ovoked. at his oppreflive and avariciots pra&tices, tesrified him in
“dreams with fuch menaces, that he Yoon abandoned’his charge. ~Aldred was his fucceflor, but it
‘#s-not related how long either of thefc remained in the f(ee. : Elfsig fucceeded and was bithop

twenty-two years; in whofe room Aldun was ele@ed and confecrated . bithop, in the year ggo.
Turg. H, D. E. 1. 2. ¢/ 15,-—20. : i ey

*"The authors who do not ‘mention 'Eadulph, make Waltheof: the fucceffor of ‘earl Oflplr,
Hoved, Chr. Mailr. . . , : ¥ '

4 Malcolm the fon-of Kenneth fil. after the two ufurpers Conflantine and Grim, who were the
next fucceflors of his father, began to reign in 1004, and reigned till 1034. Hence he was ca-
temporary with Aldun, who continued bithop at Durham ‘twenty-four years after the epifcopal feat
was fixed there in 995, ‘'The date of this tranfattion, as it ftands in Simeon’s account of the fiege
of Durhani, is equally inconfiftent with the Chronology of the bithops of Durham, as with
that of the Scortith kings; and therefore muft have been the blunder of fome tranfcriber, or per-
haps the whole flory is a fiction. '

1 'This battle in Simeon’s Hift. de Geft. R. A, is faid to have been fought between Uchtred the
fon of Waldeof the earl of the Northumbrians, and Malcolm the fon of Kenneth king of the Scors,
with whom was, in the battle Engenius Calvus, rex Lutinenfium, Sim. p. 177, ad asnz. 1018, Bat
this feems irconfiftent with what is related, under both the preceding years, of Canute’s giving
the earldom of Northumbeiland to' Eyric or Hire after Uchtred’s deat{u,, which is placed by that
anthorin A. D. 1016, Goodall, in his preface to Fordun, fays, that this battle happened in the
time of Eadulf firnamed Cudel, the brother of Uchtred, and either the immediate fucceffor of
Uchired or of Eyric, But this feems to be faid without a fufficient warrant, as neither the duration
of Eytic’s, nor of Fadulf ’s earldom, is recorded. . .

the
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the people of St. Cuthbert, is faid to have wounded the good bifhop to the
heart. . [e deplored to his patron his hard fate; and entreated with the ut-
moft earneftnefs, that he himfelf might not furvive the lofs of his flock. ' It
is probable, that the excefs of his own grief accomplifhed what he atked of
the faint; for in a few days he fell fick and died. -
Uchtred, having turned away the daughter of bithop Aldun, and having
-alfo been married a fecond time *, became, by a third marriage, fon-in-law
to king Ethelred ; who, on account of Uchtred’s great military atchievements,
gave him to wife his daughter Elfgiva. In that invafion of Swein the Danifh
king, which iffued in the conqueft of all England, and the flight- of king
Ethelred to Normandy ; Uchtred and-the Norchumbrians were the firlt who
fubmitted to the conqueror. But Swein dying not many weeks after, Ethel-
red, being invited home by the greateft part of the Englith nobles, returned
from Normandy, and refumed the exercife of his royal power: at the fame
time, Canute, the fon of Swein, exerted all his might to maintain the ac-
quifitions of his father. His own power and courage were greatly aided in
this work by the perfidy of Edric Streon, the infamous duke of Mercia, who,.
after having often. betrayed his fovereign, did at laft openly defert to his ad-
verfary and rival for the crown. This defertion-obliged Edmund, firnamed
Ironfide, the valiant fon of king Ethelred, to retire to his brother-in-law
Uchtred ; 'who had refifted the entreaties of tempting offers, by which
Canute fought to win him to his fide. Uchtred, in conjunétion with Edmund,
made fuccefsful incurfions into fome of the counties that had fubmitted to
Canute : but the Danifh hero, directing his arms againft them, forced Uchtred
to fubmit ;  while Edmund, retiring the beft way he could, joined his father
at London. , Uchtred being required to attend Canute in perfon, to pay
homage to him, as his lord, and having for this purpofe  received. proper
affurances of fafety, was, notwithftanding thefe, in his way to the king’s
prefence, affaulted from an ambufh laid for him by Turebrand +, and flain,
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together with forty of his attendants, This murder wag belicved. to have Hoved, p. 2243

been perpetrated by the order or permiffion of Canute; who, in'the rooni of
Uchtred, made Eyric eart of Northumberland. Afterwards Canute carried
his conquering arms fouthwards, and Ethelred dying at London. in April,
and Edmund, his valiant-fon, in the November following, Canute obtained
the undifturbed pofieflion of the whole kingdom of England, and reigned.
over it with great glory nineteen years.

The earldom of Northumberland feems to have continued but a fhort time

in the poffeffion-of Eyric. Malmefbury fays, that he, and Turkhill, whom M2

Canute had, in the beginning of his reign, made ear] of the Ealt Angles,
“were, on certain allegations or pretexts improved againft them, driven out of

* His fecond wife’s name was Sigin, the daughter of a rich citizen, Styr the fon of Ulf,
who gave him his daughter as a reward for putting to death Turbrand his great eremy...

+ This Turebrand was firnamed Hold, Florence calls him a noble Dane, Hoveden a very
rich Dane, (p. 424). The Saxon Chronicle, Simeon and Hoveden, mention Thureyiil, the fon
of Nafana, as being flain along with Uchtred, ‘

England,,

-
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England, and obliged to return to their native country. In fome accounts: of
the fucceflion _of the Northumbrian earls, Eyric is omitied ; and Uchrred is
faid to have been fucceeded by his brother Eadulf-Cudel, whofe character was
the reverfe of that of Uchtred: being of a fluegith’ and fearful pature, and
dreading the revenge of the Scots againft himfelf, for what they had fuffered
from-his brother, he furrepdered to them the whole of Lothian, as a com-
penfation for their loffes, and the price of their friejdfhip. And this is a
fecond account, given by fome Englith writers, of the way in which Lothian,
came into the pofleffion of the Scots. . ! ‘

The fucceflor of Eadulf-Cudel in the Northumbrian earldom,’ was Aldred
the fon of earl Uchtred ; of whom there is nothing memorable related, but
his avenging the murder of his father, by putting to death Turebrand the
murderer ; and his afterwards falling a facrifice himfelf to the treachery and
refentmenc of Curl, Turebrand’s fon. Such were the mannersof thofe times!
Aldred was fucceeded by his brother Eadulf, who, having committed depre-
dations upon the Welch, by which he provoked the difpleafure of king Har-
dicanute *, as he was on his way towards that monarch, to make his fub-

- miffion and obtain a reconciliation, was flain by Siward, who fucceeded him

in the earldom. Siward was a man of gigantic ftature, and a mighty cham-
pion in war. He is related to have besn a Danifh adventurer; and his
original being foreign and unknown, fome of the monks have devifed circum-
ftances of his birth and firft exploits, that are moft abfurdly fabulous. One
of thefe annalifts + reprefents his promotion to the earldom, as made by
Edward the Confeflor, who was advifed by his great men, that for the better

o

protection of his kingdom againft the northern invaders, ke little devil fhould
be firft expofed to the great devil; meaning, that Siward fhould have the charge
of that part of England which was moft likely- firft to be invaded by the
Danes. This charge he accordingly received, took to wife Alfleda, earl

® Canute dying ineto35 (12th Nov.) was fucceeded by his fon Harold ([Harefoot) who, dying
in 1040, was fucceceded by his brother Hardicanate; wha, reigning only twa years, was fucceeded
in 1042, by Edward the Confeffor, ' i

+ The fame author relates, that Siward, foon after his arrival at Edward’s court, being af-
fronted by Tofti earl of Hontingdon, cut off Tofti’s head, and was advanced by the king to the
earldom he had thus made vacant; which was the firlt promotion conferred on him by Edward,
But Brompton's account of Siward, though containing more particulars than any other, feems,
by reafon of the fables and evident errors interwoven with it, to be the leaft deferving of credit.
Befides the account of Simeon of Durham in the text, which feems to afcribe Siward’s advance-
ment to the Northumbrian earldom to king Hardicanute; Turgotin bis Hift. Dun, Ecc. Col. 34. fays,
that in 1042, the year in which Edward the Confeffor began to reign, Egelric was advanced to
the fee of Durham; and Siward, after having killed earl Eadulf, had at that time the adminiftra-
tion of the earldom of the whole province of Northumberland from the Humber to the Tweed.
Florence of Worcefter, copied by Simeon, mentions Siward, as ear] of Northumberland in 1041,
and as fent by Hardicanute with his other earls, to punifh the people of Worcefter for killing two of
his tax-gatheters, But none of thefe accounts agree well with the affinity of Duncan king of
Scotland with earl Siward, which, according to the Scottifh hiftorians, was contraéted while Duncan
was yet prince of Cumberland. Fordun, 1. 4. c. 49. faysexprefsly, that Duncan begat in the days
of his grandfather Malcolm II. two fons, Malcolm Canmore and Donald Bane; and farther, that
as foon as he was crowned king of Scotland, he gave the province of Cumberland to Malcolm.

Aldred’s
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Aldred’s daughter; and fuftained his dignity, with great valour and fuccefs,
during the firft half of Edward’s reign. 1

Malcolm, the fon of Kenneth, who, as well as his father, is one of the
great names in the ancient line of Scottifh kings,- did not attain to the poffe(-
fion of the crown, agreeably to the new law of fucceflion eftablithed by his
father, until after the death of Conftantine and Grim; who fucceflively feized
the crown, and both fell defending their poffeffion of it in battle. Malcolm pord, 1,4. . 43
is celebrated for his: vi&priés over the Danes, and is alfo faid in a difficult
battle near Burgh to have given a defeat to Uchtred the Northumbrian earl,
who had committed fome depredations in Cumberland. He had, according to
the cuftom of feveral of his predeceffors, put his grandfon Duncan the
apparent heir of his throne into poffeflion of that province. Duncan could
not have accefs to the court of Ethelred to obtain from that unhappy monarch
the confirmation of his principality ; by reafon of the prevailing power of
the Danes in the interjacent Englith provinces: and when Canute had become
king of all England, Malcolm regarding him as an ufurper, would not allow
his grandfon to pay him that homage for Cumberland, which he efteemed only
due to the Saxon race of monarchs. This conduét of Malcolm provoked
Canute, after his return from his pilgrimage to Rome, to lead a great army
into Cumberland *, with which a mighty hoft of Scots, headed by their king,
was ready to engage; but by the interpofition of bihops and other good
men, the effufion of blood was prevented; and it was agreed, that the heir
to the crown of Scotland, (hould hold the principality of Cumberland from
Canute, on the fame condition of fealty as it had been held from the Saxon
- kings.

Malcolm was brought to an untimely end by the treachery of certain rela-
tions -of his predeceflors Conftantine and Grim. His grandfon Duncan, A. D, 1034
however, fucceeded him in the throne, but after a fhort reign of fix years was
cut off by Macbeth ; who poffeffed himfelf of the kingdom, and held it feven-
teen years. Duncan, while refiding in his principality, had contracted affinity
with the Northumbrian earl Siward, by taking to wife the daughter +, or
fome near relation of that potent chieftain. This alliance opened an afylum
to Malcolm Canmore, the eldeft fon of Duncan, whom, together with his
brother Donald Bane, the ufurper fought to deftroy. After continuipg two Ford.1.4c. s
years in Scotland, and finding their friends there unable any longer to proteét

A, D. 031
Ford, 1. 44 c. 46+

A. D. 1040,

* The Saxon Chronicle fays, that in this expedition Malcolm was fubdued by Canute, and alfo
other two kings, Melbeath and Jehmarc. WMalmefbary and others follow this account; but the
fubje&ion of Malcolm is not ‘mentioned either by Florence of Worcefter, or Simeon of Durham.
'The account of the text is that ‘given by Fordun, Matr, Weltm. fays, contra Scotes rebellantes
hoflilem expeditionem duxit, et Malcolmum regem, cum duobus eliis regibus, lewi negotio, fuperawvit,
P. 209, e i

+. Fordun calls - her the coufin of Siward. Boethius. and Buchanan fay, fhe was his daughter.
The Englith Hiftorians do not fpeak of this affinity,

The time of Siward’s being advanced to the earldom of Northumberland, according to any of
the accounts given by the Englith writers, is hard to be reconciled with the hiftory of this marriage
in the Seottith writers. Perhaps Duncan married. fome near relation of Siward’s wife, Elfleda,.
defcended of the former race of Northumbrian. earls.. :

them,,
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them, Malcolm had recourfe to earl Siward, while his'brother Donald fled to
the weftern ifles, Siward received the young prince with great humanity, and
carried him to the court of Fdward; who being a prince of much goodnefs,
and having by his flight to Normandy from the iniquity of the Danith
ufurpers, himfelf experienced the diftreffes of exile, gave an holfpitable re-
ception to the royal refugee, and entertained him at his court {cveral years:
Macbeth from good beginnings having degenerated into a cruel and rapacious
tyrant, Malcolm was folicited by many of his-fubjets to rcturn to his natwe
country, and affert his jult claim to his father’s throne. At lalt Macduff
the powerful thane of Fife, abandoning Macbeth’s, and efpoufing Malcolm’s
interefts, the latter was encouraged to attempt the recovery of his inheritance:
Ford. Ls.c. 7. The countenance and aid of the Englifh. king was readily obtained: Siward;
with the permiffion of king Edward, accompanied the prince into Scotland,
where great numbers immediately joined him; and Macbeth being abandoned
by his army, and obliged to feek his fafety in flight, was foon overtaken and
@AtLunfuan flain (g). “This expedition of Siward with his coufin or grandfon Malcolm
eyond the . . . .
mountzins, ac- nt0 Scotland ¥, is by the Englith writers placed two or three years fooner
Priins to than the year in which, according to the Scotti<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>