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URTNG the years from r 8 IG to I 820, thctc D as pintcd  our in the last chapter, 
n ~ u c I ~  depression in thc motherland owing to com- 
mcrcinl dctlension, m d  this caused a great dcal of 
privation among certain classes af people in thc 
south of Scotland whose means of living depended 
largely upon product ion and manufactures. 

?'liis class af people in the Scottish counties of 
Lanark and Renfrew had suffered a gscat deal 
from this depression, so that many of them, dcspair- 
ing of eking out an existence at home, began to 
look abroad with that hope eternal n~l~ich inspires 
the human breast to dream of a new life in the 
mote promising regions of the Western nrorld. 

Having this object in view, a considerable num- 
her of families in the two counties, during I S z q  
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banded themselves together into societies for the 
purpose of petitioning the Government for thc 
power and means of emigrating to Upper Canada 
and for grants of land in that province. Thc 
Colonial Secretary of the day was Lord Bnthurst, 
and to him and his Majesty's other ministers the 
petitions of these societies were presented by 
several Members of Parliament, who were aware 
of the discscss existing in Glasgow and the sur- 
rounding country, and of the dificultics affecting 
the pctitioncrs. During the following winter much 
was done by philanthropists to relicve the sulfer- 
ing of the poor, and work was made by the 
rnagistratcs of Glasgow to relieve the misting 
conditions. 

Meanwhile the interests of the scvcra1 emigrating. 
swietics were advancecl by Lord ~lrcliibald 
Hamilton, Kirkman Findlay, Esq., and 301111 hlas- 
well, Esq ., Members of the Commons. 'I'hc rcsuIt 
was that grants of land were procurcd in Uppcr 
Canada for heads of families amd inctividual 
petitioners, whosc names wcrc entered on lists 
sent into the Colonial Ofice. Thcsc grants wcrc 
given on the understanding that the expense of 
their passage and sustenance as far as Quebec 
would be guaranteed by the slecictics. 

Ful ty a thousand hcads of families or individuals 
in the county of Lanark were, through local assist- 
ance, able to accept this ofler ; while a local sub- 
scription in Glasgow enabled those in that vicinity 
to do likewise. Each man received one pound, 
which was to bc paid to the owners of the vesscls 
as part payment of passage money. The ships 
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