
THE BGOTTISH COLONIBER, LORD SELKIRK 

ITE name of Sclkirk is that of a man h o  T attcr a hundred years is coming to his own. 
A century has vindicatecl thc name, character, 
motives, and influence of a grcat Scotsman-a 
nobleman, a coloniser, a patriot, and wise Empire- 
buildcr. 

Thomas Douglas, fifth Earl af Sclkirk, belonged 
to the noble family of Douglas, which appears 
in dilferent bmnchcs and uncler diRerent titlcs in 
Scottish history. 

T11c fifth Earl of Selkirk bclan~ed to St. Mary's 
Islc, at thc rnoutl~ of tbc Dce, wlticll cntcrs So lmy 
Firth at the old tom of Kirktntdbrigl~t. H c  was 
t l~c  youngest of S C V ~  sons, anrl h;ld as ;L ilarl 
no hope of eter becoming Earl of Selkirk ; but 
his sickly brothers faclcd away so soon that at 
the age of twcnty-eight he inherited tllc title. 
Thinking before this he should have to make his 
own may in the n~or2d, young Douglas went to ~Irc 
University of Edinburgh and gained the acquaint- 
ance of a large number of Scotland's leading young 
men. He was a coternporary and intimate frienrl 
of Sir \Valter Scott. His fame as a student in 
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the class-room has not came down to us ; but his 
sympalh~,  indc~ndcnce  of view, cliaritablc clis- 

ion, rest lcssncss oi tmnprarncnt, bnladth of 
interest, and pul~lic spirit hm~c caused him to he 
rcmem bercd. E-Ie becamc, along wit h otllcrs, 
jntcrcstec? in the condition of thc poor in Edjn- 
l~urgh  and he took a part in alleviating thcir sad 
condition. Hc was particularly fond of his own 
country-pmple. In the summer months he for 
sci*cral ?cars visited the H i ~ h l m d s  in his native 
Scotland for the purpose of learning the Gaelic 
Imguagc, and this that 11e m i ~ h t  Lmow better how 
to make himself usclul as a bcntlfactor to thcrn. 
I-Ic wrote articles on the condition of the poor 
and on the subjccr of national rlcfencc ; mhilc 
IIC paldished a plan for uniting r l ~ c  peoplc in 
dcfcncc of their country against tlic French, wvho 
wcrc tl~cn cnga~cd in rhc zcrrible Napoleonic wars. 
Lord Selkirk tr.s born in s 7 7 t ,  ancl n.;rs at t l ~ c  
time of Napoleon's progress and wmrld-destroying 
campaign at t l~c  age of thirty. I t  wns at t h i s  
time tlmt lie was dram into schemes on behalf 
of the poor, the un fortunate, and tlic homeless. 

As a young man he w s  much interested in the 
cause of Zibcny in France, and like many of the 
youth of his time, such as I'C'onlsrrvrth ,md 
cnli~riclfi.c, izvourcrl thc r~~~o1utionis.t~. Iiut Iatcs 
tllc cruclty and violcnce *f the Icadcrs and tlicir 
incliscriminate slau~htcr alierlntcd h i s  sjmpnrhies 
and turned llim, as it did many others, against 

revolutionary party. 
On succeeding to his title and cstatc in 1799, 
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