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PREFACE.

As I believe it will be more generally asked why the
Life of Sir John Malcolm was not written before, than why
it now makes its appearance, I think it is well to state,
that many years ago the late Captain Hamilton, the ac-
complished author of “Cyril Thornton,” undertook to
perform the task, which has since devolved upon me;
but death arrested his labors. He had proceeded but a
little way with his work, when he was thus prematurely
lost to the world. Some of the earlier papers had been
placed in his hands; he had marked a few passages in
the correspondence, and he had written, with little result,
some letters of inquiry to the few surviving friends of
Malcolm’s boyhood ; but I have not been able to learn
that he ever wrote a line of the Memoir.

From the time of Captain Hamilton’s death, in 1842,
up to the autumn of 1854, when I undertook to prepare
the present work for the press, the voluminous cor-
respondence of Sir John Malcolm (with the exception of
one very valuable collection of letters) remained in the
possession of the family, with the fullest intention on
their part, as soon as fitting opportunity shonld present it-
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self, of publishing some selections from it, accompanied -
with a narrative of Malcolm’s eventful career. When this
correspondence was placed in my hands, I found that the
only difficulty it presented to the biographer was the diffi-
culty of selection. Sir John Malcolm began, at a compara-
tively early date, to adhere rigidly to the custom of keep-
ing copies of all his own letters on public affairs, and
preserving those which were addressed to him. As these
letters were, for the most part, arranged in books, and
were in a very tolerable state of preservation, I had no
reason to complain of the quality or quantity of my ma-
terial. It is true that the records of Malcolm’s early. life
were somewhat scanty; but this is a deficiency with
which biographers have so commonly to contend, that
neither writers nor readers feel any disappointment at its
occurrence. It may be observed, too, that Malcolm, in
his younger days, wrote both rarely and briefly to .his
friends; in that respect furnishing a strong contrast to
Munro and Metcalfe, whose biographies are among the
few exceptions to the rule of which I have spoken.
Voluminous as were the family papers placed at my
disposal, they by no means constituted the whole of my
materials. I had many large collections of Malcolm’s
letters in my possession before those papers passed into
my hands. Some of the letters derived from foreign
sources were the originals of those in the family letter-
books. Others were hastily-written, but often suggestive
communications referring to immediate topics of the day,
of which no copies had been preserved. These undress
effusions are often of more value to the biographer than
more studied compositions; and it may be mentioned,
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whilst- on ‘this subject, that the very best biographical
materials at my command have been Malcolm’s letters to
his wife.

And I-do not think that any reader will have just
ground of complaint that T bave suffered, in this work,
the historical to- overlay the biographical. The Life of
Sir. John Malcolm is the life 6f a man actively employed
in the pnblic-service, with rare intervals, for hdlf a -cen-
tury. And of these public services the Memoir furnishes
a detailed acconnt. But it may:with tmath be said, with
reference to all the great historical events glanced at in
this Memoir, that Malcolm was not merely in them, but
of them—gpnrs magna. To use -one of his favorite -ex-
Ppressions, the “ laboring'oar” was alwaysin his hand. So
large and eo distinct was his individuality, that the man
himself is-ever to ke seen in the foreground, impressing
himself npon all the events with which he was-connected,
and shaping them by the force of his own personal ¢ha-
racter. I believe it would be no exaggeration to say
that the;History of Tadin can be but imperfectly under-
stood without .an understanding also of the character of
Sir John Malcolm.

And-I am reminded by this of the obligations which
I owe to some: of the surviving friends of the subject of
this Memoir, for oral communisations of more value than
written documents. As I never saw Sir John Malcolm,
who died whilst I was on my way out to India as a cadet,
I have endeavoured to the utmost to supply the wants of
my ogn personal knowledge by gathering unrecorded
information from those who knew him best.” And as he
was not one to pass readily out of the recollection of any
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who had once known him, I have seldom failed to elicit
some characteristic reminiscences from the cotemporaries
whose assistance I have sought.

It remains only to be observed, that, with the excep-
tion of two or three letters, the correspondence quoted
‘in this. Memair is now published for the first time. In
the later editions of the Wellington Correspondence may
be found one or two of the Duke’s letters to Malcolm,
which appear also in the first of these volumes. - The
publication of the remainder, however, has not been an-
ticipated by Colonel Gurwood. There was no one to
whom the Duke of Wellington wrote more unreservedly
than to Sir John Malcolm. This unreserve has rendered
necessary a cautious use of the correspondence; but
enough is still given to show the intimate terms on
‘which they corresponded, and to illustrate, at the same
time, many interesting traits of the Duke’s character.

'On turning over these printed pages, before finally dis-
‘missing them to take their chance with the Public, and
.on again referring to the materials (literally a room-full)
out of which the Memoir has been shaped, I cannot re-
sist a strong sensation of regret at the thought of the
many interesting and valuable papers still lying unused
around me. T must console myself with the thought that
a selection from these may some day be laid before the
Public.

J. W. KAYE.

LoxDox, November, 1856.
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THE

LIFE OF SIR JOHN MALCOLM.

CHAPTER L

THE BOYHOOD OF JOHN MALCOLM.
[1769—1788.]
HIS HOME IN ESKDALF—ANCESTORS—PARENTAGE—MISFORTUNES OF GEORGR

MALCOLM-—THE FAMILY AT BURNFOOT—OFYER OF A CADETSHIP—JOHN’S VISIT
TO LONDON—ORDEAL AT THE INDIA-HOUSE—DEPARTURE FOB INDIA.

Ox the banks of the Egk, in the parish of Westerkirk,
three miles from Langholm, in Dumfries-shire, lies the

‘estate of Burnfoot. In all pleasant Eskdale there are

few pleasanter spots. There the heather-covered hills
slope down towards the sparkling waters of the river, as
it winds in a devious fantastic course over its stony bed,
now between high wooded banks, and now between low
grass-lands. A comely modern mansion,* almost on the
water’s side, stands where once stood the house in which
John Malcolm was born.

The Eskdale Malcolms were a younger branch of the
Malcolms of Lachore, in Fifeshire. The first who settled
in Dumfries-shire was Robert Malcolm. Son of David
Malecolm and Elizabeth Melvill, he had been educated
for the Scottish Church, and, in 1717, on the recom-

® Now in the possession of Mr. Williani Elphinstone Malcolm.
VOL. I. . . B



2 THE BOYHOOD OF JOHN MALCOLM.

mendation of the Lord President of Scotland, nominated
by the Earl of Dalkeith to the ministerial charge of the
parish of Ewes, which borders on Westerkirk. During
little less than half of the eighteenth century he con-
tinued to occupy the manse, diligently and faithfully per-
forming the duties of his office, dwelling among his own
people, rich in their affection and respect. But the
revenues of the parish were small, and it was with the
kindly intention of increasing them that his patron
granted him a lease of the farm of Burnfoot at little more
than a nominal rent. The farm was in those days mainly
a sheep farm. Literally and figuratively, the concerns
of the Rev. Robert Malcolm were of a pastoral character.
But he had married Agnes, daughter of the Rev. George
Campbell, Professor of Divinity, a man of rare piety and
learning, one of the ablest and best, indeed, of the old
Scotch divines; and when, in due time, his son George
grew to man’s estate, he was entrusted with the manage-
ment of the farm.

In 1781, to the grief of all his parishioners, the good
minister died. In the same year, George Malcolm took
to wife Margaret, daughter: of James Pasley of Craig.*
The young man had been intended for the Church, and
had received with that object a liberal education; but
some defect in his articulation caused an abandonment of
the project, and he had devoted himself to agricultural
and pastoral pursuits. On the death of his father, the
lease of Burnfoot had been renewed to him, and he had
become the tenant also of the adjoining farm of Douglan,
under the proprietorship of his friend John Johnstone
of ‘Alva. .

To George and Margaret Malcolm the words of the
old Hebrew benediction were literally fulfilled. Whilst
the good man cultivated the lands of Burnfoot, there

® And sister of Admiral Sir Thomas Pasley, Baronot.-
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grew up: arosmdi him: &. thriving family - of soms- and
daughters. But. his- worldly wealth' did not increase
with his progeny. George Maicolm wes a strong-minded,
an- homest, and a mious man—but. he: was not a pros-
perous:- one. The mnecessities' of a' mumerows family
prompted: him- to: look: beyond' his farm' for means of
support. He emtered into speculations for-which his pre-
vious habits had net fitted him ;: and. carried on, in part-
nership with others; mainly with borrowed capital, they
failed.. Mr: Mhleolm’s private estate was saddled with
a large portion of the debts-of the comeemrn ;' and all his

A clbse: investigation into his coneerns revealed omly
the just dealings of the man.®* Many sympathised with
him. Some were eager to assist him: Not last or least of
these was his brother-in-law, Dr. Gilbert Pasley, Chief
Physictan at Madras, who.in this hour of need rendered
him essential service. .

There was enough in this fatal miscarriage to clomd
the happiness of. any one. But' George Malcolm of
Burnfoot was something better than.a man of a robuast
nature ; he was-a Christian in the largest. sense of the
word. “I know not at this moment,” wrote one
whose testimony is worthy of all acceptationt to one of

% He was so homest » man' that he The Rev. Sir Haﬁy Moncreiff,
would not even cheat a.friend, or a of the late Lord Moncreiff, and
stranger, in. horseflesh. On one oc- Tndfatherof the present SSSG Lord
casion, he sent an agent to a fair with Advocate of Scotland. Lo: burn,
a very -looking horse .to be sold in his “ Life. of Jeffrey,” says of him:
there ; but him, at the same “The prominent qualities o k.u mind
time, with a letter t0 be delivered to were strong integrity and® nervous
the intending purchaser, indicating the semse. There never was a sounder.
defects on account of which he wished understanding. Many men were more
to dispose of the:snimal. On another, . learned, mmm , and
the same agent was selling one of Mr. some more But who could match
T R R T T
:ﬁ:nwth:e ﬁ?l?ma%oﬁer, an.;igz? N :%m;ny time have been adopted with

“Ay, sho has o.fing perfoct salsby, without knowing more
shov’r?’?mmmme D s T it thy man e

B2
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Mr. Malcolm’s children, *“whom I could conscientiously
compare with your father, in sterling worth, in sound
understanding, in the best affections of the heart, in un-.
affected enlightenment and genuine godliness.” He felt
the burden that was upon him, for he was a man by
nature of an anxious and sensitive temperament; but,
sustained by a good conscience, he bore up bravely
beneath it. There was not, perhaps, a day of his life in
which he did not remember his misfortunes—but he suf-
fered with true Christian resignation, and was thankful
for the blessings which remained.

And chiefest of these were his wife and children.
Margaret Malcolm was a woman of high principle and
sound understanding—but womanly in all ; of quick parts
and ready resources; strong in doing and in suffering ;
but gentle and affectionate; a support in adversity to
her husband ; and to her children a tender, a watchful,
but not an over-indulgent mother. How much they all
owed to her it is difficult to say. She lived to be the
mother of heroes, and was worthy of such a race.

To George and Margaret Malcolm ten sons and seven
daughters were born ; a healthy and a vigorous tribe, who
forded the Esk, clomb the steep hill-sides of Douglan and
Craig, and gambolled in the heather. There was a good
parish school in Westerkirk; but, better still, there was
plenty of fresh air and free scope for exercise, and the
boys in early childhood, swimming in the flooded waters
of the river, or scampering about the country on rough
ponies,® learnt lessons of independence, which were of
service to them to the end of their lives.

Of these boys, John was the fourth. He was born on
the 2nd of May, 1769.* If he was conspicuous for any-

* On the day after the birth of the tically a year of heroes. Napoleon Bo-
Duke of ﬂe@on. Tt was empha- naparte was born in the same year.
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thing in his childhood, it was less for a studious habit
than for a certain quickness of parts, which enabled him
to prepare his lessons as he trudged up the hill on his way
to school; and for that fearlessness of heart and activity
of body, the boyish result of which is commonly mischief.
The tradition is, that ““Jock” was the scapegrace and the
scapegoat of the family. The Westerkirk schoolmaster,
Mr. Archibald Graham, used to declare, whatever wild
pranks were committed, that “Jock was at the bottom
of them.” No matter how little apparent his participation
in the exploit may have been, still the preceptor clung to
his formula, and exclaimed, ¢ Jock’s at the bottom of it."*
It might well have been a matter of serious concern,
even to one in prosperous circumstances, how to provide
for all these robust boys. To George Malcolm, after his
misfortunes, it was the study and anxiety of his life.
Fortunately he had many friends—friends in his own
native Eskdale, and friends in the great English metro-
polis. For the eldest boy, Robert, an appointment was
obtained as a writer in the service of the great Company
of Merchants trading to the East Indies. James,t the
second son, was provided for in the Marines, with a fair
field of distinguished service before him. For the third
boy, Pulteny,} a midshipman’s berth was secured in a
man-of-war, and he was on the road to become a great
admiral, and one of England’s best naval heroes. And
now, when yet only eleven years old, John was set down
in the Burnfoot book of fate for a military career in the
East.
Among Mr. Malcolm’s friends, it has been said, were
. * The schoolmaster lived to address have not, however, been able to authen.
his old pupil as Sir John. There is an ticate the details of this story.
anecdote in the family, that on the ap- The late Sir James "Maleolm,
moe of his “ History of Persia,” K.C.B. L
lm sent a copy of it to Mr. Gra-  { The late Admiral Sir Pulteny Mal-

ham, with an inscription on the fly-leaf colm, G.C.B.
of “Jock’s at the bottom of it.” I
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the Johnstones of Alva. One of the family was the well-
known ¢ Governor Johnstone,” whose influence at the
. India-House was not unwillingly exerted in behalf of the
tenant of Burnfoot. By him a nomination to the military
service of the Company was tendered to Mr. Malcolm for
his son John before the close of 1780;* but the extreme
youth of the boy rendered it doubtful whether the offer
could be turned to immediate account. The winter and
spring passed away, and Jock remained in Eskdale, at the
bottom of all the mischief as before. But in the course
of the summer a visitor appeared at Burnfoot, who pro-
posed to carry off the boy to London, and obtained the
parents’ ready consent.

This was John Malcolm’s maternal uncle, Mr. John
Pasley, a London merchant of high character and posi-
tion—a man of a kindly disposition and a generous nature,
who had rendered much good substantial service to the
Burnfoot party in their troubles, and whose knowledge
of business was yet to be exercised to the profit of the
younger members of the family. His summer visit to
Eskdale was now a momentous one. It was agreed that
Jock should return with his uncle to London. So mere
a child was he, that on the morning of his departure,
when the old nurse was combing his hair, she said to
him, ‘““Now, Jock, my mon, be sure when ye are awa’

* John Johnstone to George Malcolm ;
December 6th, 1780. < The enclosed,

soint, that{::tngashhnis,it may be
oing the [2
from my worthy brother, the Governor,

hing to embrace the
offer. My brother’s health is far from

is a fresh proof of his never-ceasing at-
tention m&gm thy to his friends.
He thinks that John, the eldest of your
boys now at home, if I have not mis-
ta{:n his name, and who you told me
was eleven old, though young
should heless t of this ap-
pointment. Could one be certain of
such a hit hereafter, no question it
would be more to be wished, but so
many accidents may occur to disap-

being re-established, and his absence,
or any accident to him, and my dis-
tance from the scene of Indian ax’urs,
%}t render this appointmen_é:nl:ﬁ
Very precarious. . . . .
could mrgh most would be ission
for John to remain behind for another
year after his appointment, with the
consent of the Directors. It would be
y, pethaps, conld this be effected,
but we must not depend upon it.”
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ye kaim your head and keep your face clean; if ye dinna,
ye'll just be sent hame agen.” *Tut, woman,” was the
answer, ‘“ye’re aye se feard; ye'll see if I were awa’
amang strangers, I'll just do weel aneugh.”

And the brave words were truly spoken. At the end
of July, 1781, young John Malcolm, accompanying his
uncle, Mr. John Pasley, for the first time crossed the
Scottish border. A jourmey of two days brought him
to the English metropolis, where he spent a week, nomi-
nally in his uncle’s house, but really abroad in the
streets, seeing almost everything that was worth seeing,
and enjoying himself beyond expression. During this
brief period of sight-seeing his ideas began to expand
wonderfully, and the childishness of his manners rapidly
disappeared.* But there was other education in store
for him than that of the great world. On the 7th of
August his uncle carried him to school, placing Jock
under the charge of Mr. Allen, a gentleman who was
under some obligations to Mr. Pasley, and was sure, there-
fore, to do justice to the boy.

It was Mr. Pasley’s desire to obtain an appointment
for his nephew in the Company’s military service with
the least posaible delay. But the boy was only twelve
years old ; and though tall of his age, still of so juvenile
an appearance, that there was little likelihood of his
passing at the India-House. There were no fixed rules
in those days respecting the age at which commissions
might be held, but the candidate had to appear before a
Committee of Directors, and from them to receive his
credentials,. There was no difficulty about John's nomi-

. .
A-gfdlrnmﬁff' 5 Fr il L m beyca expression

with me all the week, that he Bnldelsbegm h“thbehvhda,
wmm&hwﬁnhneu mmm::odo:lnnnd

fally em in traversing it streets, him.”
uu{ dugggye%hese few days he saw
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nation; the difficulty was for one so young to pass the
ordeal in Leadenhall-street.* The experiment, however,
was to be tried. A free passage to India had been pro-
mised by Captain Tod of the Busbridge, and it was of
importance that this should not be lost. So, towards the
end of that year, 1781, John Malcolm was taken to the
India-House, and was, as his uncle anticipated, in a fair
way to be rejected, when one of the Directors said to
him, ‘“ Why, my little man, what would you do if you
were to meet Hyder Ali?” ¢ Do, Sir,” said the young
aspirant, in prompt reply, “I would out with my sword,
and cut off his head.” “You will do,” was the rejoinder;
‘“let him pass.” The lofty spirit of the boy atoned for
his lowly stature, and that was granted to his big words
which would have been denied to his few inches. John
Malcolm’s first commission was dated in October, 1781.
But he did not embark till seme time afterwards. Cap-
tain Tod, it appears, was to have sailed in the following
March; but circumstances with which I am not acquainted
must have caused his detention till the autumn. In the
mean while, John Malcolm continued to profit by the
kindness of his uncle and the tuition of Mr. Allen;+ and
embarked for India, at least as well educated as the ma-
jority of lads who at that time, with small Latin and less
Greek, set their faces towards the “ shining Orient.”

* Mr. John Pasley to Mr. George Mal- employment, the delay will be attended
colm ; November 13,1781, fohnny, wit]i\ many disadvantages, which I wish
though tall of his age, T don’t know to guard against. hether the ap-
how to di of. He certainly will pointment 1s for Madras or Bengal I
not pass at the India-House, and Tod shall be contented. On Bob’s account
will sail in March. If he loses this I would prefer the latter, as his being
opportunity, next year he may have his sent to might not, perhaps, be
passage to pay for. In two or three so ble to my brother, which
weeks Tod is expected in town. I will wout.‘lﬁ hurt both.”
consult him on the subject, and en- § Mr. Allen thought him so pro-
deavour, if possible, to get him out. mising a pupil, that he deplored the
Another Eﬁr at the academy would boy’s early removal, and offered, if it

not hurt but though he would be were connected with pecuniary consi-
by that means better qualified for his derations, to educate him gratuitously.



SUBALTERN-LIFE IN SOUTHERN INDIA.

CHAPTER II.

SUBALTERN-LIFE IN SOUTHERN INDIA.
[1783—1794.]

ARRIVAL AT MADRAS—DEPARTURE FOR VELLORE—FIRST YEARS OF SERVICE—
IDLENESS AND EXTRAVAGANCE — EARLY REFORMATION — THE WAR WITH
TIPPOO—OPERATIONS OF THE NIZAM'S FORCE——ORIENTAL STUDIES——FIRST
STAFF APPOINTMENT—RETURN TO ENGLAKD.

Ox the 16th of April, 1783, the Busbridge anchored in
Madras Roads. At that place young John Malcolm was
received by the widow of his uncle, Gilbert Pasley. The
lady had taken another husband, and now bore the name
of Ogilvie. After a short residence at the Presidency,
he accompanied his new friends to Vellore, and was
appointed to do duty with one of the regiments com-
posing the garrison of that fort. Having nothing else to
do, he had grown much on the voyage; and his new
friends were delighted with his frank, open manners, his
sunny temper, and his genial, playful spirit.®

At this time the English

® Mrs. Ogilvie to Mrs. Malcolm ; Vel-
lore, July 5, 1783. “ By this con-
veyance you will receive letters from
your ?on Jack, who, I s:pwmﬁll
you of our journey up here, e
wonders ehadseell:inlndia.....
Jack came to us immediately on his
landing from Captain Tod’s ship, and
happy was I, my dear sister, to receive
your son, and to do all in my power to

in India were at war with

make him happy. He was too young
to tothepﬂve{d.aoweb ht him
up here and got him appointed to the
trﬁopsipth‘i;igtr‘:ison. He is a v

old ensign, though a very young

Heisgrowna;:gada.ndexonlden,md
is one of the finest and best-tempered

oung lads I ever saw, and very much
ﬁkggby everybody.” iy
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Tippoo,* and at war with the French. When John

. Malcolm reached Vellore, a body of English troops was

laying siege to the French position at Cuddalore. Tidings,
however, came of peace in Europe; so hostilities ceased
in India against our great continental rival, and left us to
turn our undivided energies against our unscrupulous
Mysorean foe. Those energies, however, were not ex-
erted in a very formidable manner. Our councils wanted
union, and our army wanted a head. There were in-
decent dissensions at Madras; and the loss of Sir Eyre
Coote could not be adequately supplied. So, after an-
other year of desultory warfare, during which no great
advantages were gained on either side, negotiations were
opened with Tippoo; and on the 11th of May, 1784, a
definitive treaty was signed.

Among other articles of this treaty was one for the
release of the prisoners taken by the contending powers.
Many English officers, in the extremity of suffering and
humiliation, had long been hopeless captives in the hands
of Hyder Ali and his son. The peace, if it had no other
good results, restored to liberty these brave, enduring
men; all who had not perished under the cruel hands of
their captors. Sir Thomas (then Major) Dallas, who had
commanded the escort of the commissioners appointed to
negotiate the peace with Tippoo, received charge of the
English prisoners, and was instructed to conduct them to
the safe precincts of our English territory. At the same
time, a detachment of two companies of Sepoys was sent
out from our side of the Mysorean frontier to meet
Dallas’s escort on its way from Seringapatam. In com-
mand of this party went Ensign John Malcolm. This
was his first service—and it was long remembered by

'EydaAhgnddxedMﬁ;ll:pm- hispmm&'s‘::tthelndiﬁomby
ear, 50 Jok " is Highnese )
m {he necessity of making ﬁ ° ’
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others than the youthful hero himself. When the
detachment met the prisoners’ escort, a bright-faced,
healthy English boy was seen by the latter riding up
to them on a rough pony. Dallas asked him after his
commanding officer. “Z am the commanding officer,”
said young Malcolm. Amid something of pride on one
side and amusement on the other, a friendship was
formed between the two, which nothing but death termi-
nated. Dallas, who lived to a green old age, survived to
see the bright-faced English boy grow into one of the
most dlstmgmahed officers of his day; and there were
few of the reminiscences of his long life to which he re-
carred with greater pleasure than to this his first meeting
with Malcolm, in the old time when Warren Hastings
was Governor-General of India.

Of the next five or six years of the young soldier’s life
the records are very scanty. But I am not sure that the
absence of authentic materials relating to this period of
his career is much to be regretted. He arrived in India,
and was his own master before he was fourteen—an age
at which the majority of boys of his station are drink-
ing weak milk-and-water, and being whipped into Latin
hexameters. I am afraid that he was not a prodigy of
youthful virtue. He was a fine, free-spirited, active, ex-
citable boy, fonder of play of all kinds than of study—a
good horseman, a crack shot, accomplished in all gym-
nastic exercises. In his regiment, and wherever he was
known beyond his regiment, he went by the name of
“Boy Malcolm”—a name which he retained many years
afterwards—there was something so open and joyous in .
his manner, so active, and so frolicsome. Of course he
was beset by all manner of temptations. What he re-
sisted, and what he did not, I'do not particularly know;
but he was soon immersed in debt, and surrounded by
all its attendant difficulties.
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One anecdote relating to this period of his life is extant.
Being with his regiment at some out-station, and in very
straitened circumstances, paying off his debts, I believe, as
best he could, and scorning to borrow from his comrades,
he was often sore beset for a meal. One day the colonel
of his regiment sent for him and said, “I don’t see any
smoke come out of the chimney of your cook-room,
Malcolm—come and breakfast withr me.” The young
soldier fired up at this indelicate invitation—an unwar-
rantable interference, as he thought, in his private affairs;
and he either actually called out the colonel, or was with
difficulty restrained from sending the challenge. I have
heard, too, that at one time, in the course of these years
of early struggle—probably at the identical period to
which the above anecdote refers—an old native woman
in the bazaar voluntarily supplied him with provisions,
for the payment of which, she declared, she was content
to wait his own time and convenience. For the good
feeling thus displayed, Malcolm was ever grateful; and
his gratitude took a practical shape, for he pensioned the
good woman to the end of her days.* ,

It was about the year 1787-88 that the dawn of better
things commenced; and young John Malcolm began to
see the folly of his ways. He had begun life early, and
before he was nineteen was able to speak of himself—and
truthfully too—as a reformed character. He was at this
time stationed with a wing of his regiment at Masuli-
patam—where his eldest brother, Robert, was residing as
Company’s agent—and had made so much progress in

* To render this more intelligible to those who have tfpemxed Sir Thomas

the purely English readernotacquainted Munro’s delightful letters (in Mr.

with the history of the Indian services, Gleig’s:Memoir), in which he speaks

it should be stated that at this period with so much good-humor of the earl,

the pay of the yo Company’s offi- hardships to which he was ex

cers was much smaller than 1t is at the for of funds to procure ordi
resent time. This cautionary sen- comforts. .

gmoe, however, will be unnecessary to
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the detail-work of professional duty, that he was ap-
pointed to act as adjutant of the detachment. The
earliest letter preserved by his family touches on these
points, and expresses in a few words so much good peni-
tential feeling, that it would be unjust to the young
soldier to omit it:

JOHN MALCOLM TO HIS FATHER.

Masulipatam, Feb. 9, 1788.

MY pear FATHER,—My not receiving a single line from you
last season, made me almost suppose you thought me no longer
worthy of your advice, as I had made such a bad use of what you
had formerly bestowed upon me. I must own to my shame you had
too much reason to think it would be thrown away. All that I
now expect is, that my friends will forget the past (I hope I may
now say) part of my conduct. I have informed my mother how
very agreeably I am now situated, though I believe I shall not
remain long here; as I have been six years and four months an
ensign,* I expect promotion every day, and with it a removal. I
am at present doing duty as adjutant of that part of my regiment
stationed here. Though I receive no pay for doing that duty, it
is a great recommendation to a young man to act, as it gives him
a chance, when any vacancy happens in the staff line, to be ap-
pointed and receive the allowances annexed.

I would with pleasure give you some idea of the politics of this
part of the globe if I was in any way competent; but they are so
little known, that it is almost impossible to meet with a man who
can give any account of them. The Mahrattas and Tippoo have
ceased hostilities for this some time past. The latter is now
in the field against one of his own vassals on the Malabar coast,
called Tbed Beg—but I suppose he will soon be crushed, as it is
not possible for him to bring forces nearly sufficient to cope with
his master.

I am, dear father,
Your affectionate and dutiful son,
JorN MaLcoLM.

* From this it would appear that his first commission was dated in October, 1781.
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It is probable that he owed much to the judicious
management of his brother Robert, of whom he always
spoke in terms of the warmest affection and the most
zealous praise. Robert’s kindness was not of that yield-
ing, indulgent sort, which smooths down present difficul-
ties, careless of the amount of evil with which the future
may thus be burdened. He thought that the day of
reckoning could not come too soon; and therefore not
only abstained from assisting John to extricate himself
from his pecuniary difficulties, but prevented others from
rendering that assistance. John Pasley, the London mer-
chant, always generous, and always fond of his nephew,
was willing to make advances to the young soldier which
would have relieved him at once from the incumbrance
of debt; but Robert Malcolm thought that obligations
thus easily discharged might be soon incurred again, and
accordingly stopped his uncle’s remittances. John was
left, therefore, to pay his own debts- as best he could;
and before the end of 1788, he had discharged them all
by his own unaided exertions.*

A life of active service in the field was now before him.
The peace had lasted as long as peace generally lasts in
India. The turbulent, aggressive spirit of Tippoo Sultan
had not been laid to rest. 'We had many warnings of a
coming rupture. But they had been disregarded. And
when at last the crisis came—when our insolent enemy
threw off the mask and dared the contest by attacking
the lines of our ally the Rajah of Travancore—we found
ourselves on the eve of a great war, unprepared for the

* Robert Malcolm o Mrs. Maleolm Hadhe %‘the money my uncle ordered
of Burnfoot ; February 26,1789. “Do —vis.,200/.—he would effectually have
not blame John, poor fellow. Nothing been ruined. But I knew too well lus
but distress led him to what he did. situation to give him a sl .
It medeven nnknoc] v:lt tt:e:e %111311 % has now cleared hmm d:u: and
received my uncle’s le W) is as promising a r in
ppmsed.andwmtetoJohnmadxf fmmgashvea” P
ferent style than his uncle had done.
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coming struggle. The year 1790 dawned upon us with
scanty resources and debilitated establishments, making
hasty provision for an emergency that had long been
foreseen ; and paying, as was said by Lord Cornwallis,
in mllhons for our unwillingness to venture on a timely
expenditure of groats.
But the war upon which we were now entering was
not to be undertaken single-handed. It was as necessary
for the peace and security of the Deccan as of our own
dominions that the unscrupulous ambition of Tippoo
should be-held in control. So the ruler of that country,
known as the Nizam, took the field as our ally; and the
Mahrattas were brought into the confederacy. It hap-
pened that at this time Lieutenant Malcolm’s regiment®
was stationed in the country which lies between the
seaboard and the confines of the Nizam's dominions.
‘When, therefore, according to our wont in such cases, a
detachment of British troops was ordered to co-operate
immediately with our ally, Malcolm’s corps formed part
of this auxiliary force.
. Commencing their march from Ellore—a rapid and

laborious one—in the burning month of May, they suf-
fered terribly from the heat of the weather and a fatal
scarcity of water. By the middle of July they had
reached Rachore, in the Nizam’s dominions. “I am
now,” wrote the young soldier on the 20th of that month
to his friends at Burnfoot, “at Rachore, the capital of a
beautiful country that bears the same name. It is five
hundred miles from Masulipatam. We marched here
about ten days ago. Our road was terrible—all rocks
and deserts, in the hottest season that perhaps was ever
known. The thermometer at 115 deg. for nearly a
month. It is true, I assure you, though the hearers of

* The 29th battalion of Native Infantry.
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this paragraph, I am sure, will think otherwise. I walked
nearly the whole way, as my horse was sick; and we
frequently marched at twelve o'clock at night, and did not
arrive at our ground till two p.M. next day. We were
sometimes greatly distressed for provisions—often forty
and fifty hours without any—but that was little compared
to the dreadful want of water on the road. You can have
no idea of that, as, thank God! you never could have
experienced it. Officers in general supply themselves,
and have a servant for the purpose ; but, in some of our
long marches, I have seen men raving mad, go into hlgh
fever, and dle in a few hours. 'We are going on service
in a few days.”

At Bhoospore, the detachment Jomed the army of the
Deccan. The Nizam himeelf had made a great show of
taking the field with all his chief officers of state. His
force was computed to number, camp-followers included,
500,000 people, and to cover an area of ten miles
by three or four. It was rather an immense migra-
tory multitude than the moving camp of a regular
army. The mixture of barbaric splendor with dis-
arder and confusion— the strong contrasts presented
everywhere by the magnificence of the Court and the
ragged grotesqueness of the inferior components of the
motley force—made a strong impression upon the imagi-
nation of the young soldier. But that which most filled
his mind at this time, was the thought of the misery
inflicted on the people of the country through which he
passed, by the cruelty and rapacity of the Nizam's troops.
Every kind of extortion was practised upon the inhabi-
tants both of their own provinces and the country on
the other side of the border afier they had passed into
Tippoo’s dominions. Cowards to the strong—tyrants
to the weak—they made enemies, without any local dis-
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tinctions, of all who had no power to resist their merci-
less aggressions.®

The history of Malcolm’s first campaign may be given
in a few sentences. ‘“When we marched from Rachore
to the enemy’s country,” he says, in an early paper which
I have found in a somewhat fragmentary state, * we were
said to be accompanied by from 25,000 to 30,000 of the
Nizam’s troops, with a respectable train of artillery.
But this was far from the truth. 18,000 horse and foot
were the utmost extent of our numbers, and, with very
few exceptions, a more tomplete set of ragamuffins was
never assembled. . . . Nothing worthy of remark hap-
pened before we entered into Tippoo’s dominions. . . .
We met with no place to impede our progress to the
westward in the Doab till we came to Copoulee and
Behaudur-Bundur—two forts within a mile and a half
of each other. . . . Copoulee is, without exception, the
strongest place I have seen in India.”

After a protracted siege, the place surrendered. “ Six
tedious months,” as young Malcolm wrote, * were spent
opposite the fortress, and some valuable lives were lost
before it was finally carried.” The work fell principally
upon the European artillery; and we had then early ex-
perience of a fact which subsequently came to be univer~
sally understood, that little or no reliance is to be placed

® The following may be taken as an large stones upon their breasts ; whilst
example of the atrocities committed by others had their fingers pinched with
the Nifm,! people—it shows the man- hot pincers. Their cries of agony and
ner in which the ransom money was declarations of inability to pay ap-
collected from a conquered vi : peared onlyto whet the appetite of their
“The scene which presented itself to tormentors. Most of those not under
the British officer was beyond all de- their hands seemed in a state of star-
scription shocking. The differentquotas vation. Indeed, they were so far dis-
to be paid by inhabitant had been iracted with hunger, that many of them,
fixed; and every species of tortare was without distinction of sect, devoured
then ﬁemg inﬁicmome it. Men what was left by the European officer
and women, poor and rich, were suffer- and Sepoys from their dinner.”—[¥§.
ing promiscuously. Some had heavy Memoir by Jokn Maicolm.]
m fastened to their ears; some

VOL. I. (v
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on native allies, and that therefore, in all nominally con-
joint operations, it is expedient to act independently of
them. But it was less by the physical agency of our
guns than by the moral effect produced by the fall of
Bangalore that Copoulee was eventually subdued. Of
this fact, the bare outline of which is traced in History,
all the more dramatic details are given in one of Mal-
colm’s later journals :

¢ The strong fortress of Copoulee,” he wrote, ‘ had been be-
sieged for six months without ‘our making any practicable breach;
but the commandant, from the whole of the country round being
conquered, entered into a negotiation for its surrender. The result
of this depended in a great degree upon the truth of an account
which had been received of the fall of Bangalore. The Minister
of Dara Jah asserted that this was the case; but the persons de-
puted from the fort expressed their doubts of the fact. They
were asked what would satisfy them of its truth? ¢If Sadoollah
Khan* says it is so, we will believe him,’ was the reply. He was
sent for, and the question put to him. ‘I have heard it reported
that Bangalore has been taken, but have no positive knowledge
of its truth,” was the reply. The Minister was quite indignant,
whilst the deputies from the tent exulted at his answer. But he
requested of both to be allowed to satisfy himself by going to the
English camp. I was in the tent of the commanding officer,
Captain Read, when he came to him and asked if Lord Cornwallis
had taken Bangalore. Captain R. said he had. ‘I beg your
pardon,’ said he, mildly ; ‘I know an English officer always
speaks truth, but have you received accounts of this event through
a channel in which you repose entire confidence?” The official
letter which announced it was shown and explained to him. Iie
thanked Captain R., and went direct to the tent where the con-
ference was held, and addressing the deputies, said, ¢ Bangalore
has been taken by the English.’ Not a question (I was assured
by a person present) was asked, nor an observation made, further

* Sadoollah Khan was a Mussul- city and good faith in that part of the
man chief, of Arab stock, who washeld country.
in high repute for his scrupulous vera-
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than the deputies lamenting the bad fortune of their sovereign.
They returned into the fort, and the capitulation was instantly

Behaudur-Bundur capitulated a few days afterwards,
and the garrisons of both places were humanely per-
mitted to retire without molestation.

After some further operations of no great moment to
this narrative, the detachment to which young Mal-
colm belonged was ordered to join the main body of the
Nizam’s army, which, accompanied by the Resident, Sir
John Kennaway, was then assembling to march upon
Seringapatam, and co-operate with the British forces
under Lord Cornwallis.

The records of this period of John Malcolm’s life are
very scanty; but I know enough to declare that we now
see him at the turning-point of his career. In the camp
of the Nizam he became acquainted with Sir John
Kennaway, Mr. Greeme Mercer, and others of the diplo-
matic corps then representing British interests at the
Court of Hyderabad. He soon grew into favor with
them, and lived for a time in familiar intercourse with
the magnates of the Residency. The high position
which they occupied ; the important duties entrusted to
them; the stirring life which they led, fired his young
ambition. He began to ask himself whether he might
not do likewise. A new world opened out before him.
He burned to be a diplomatist.

The first step towards this consummation was to
acquire a competent knowledge of the language of the

Native Courts. He determined that he would study Per--

sian. His friends of the Residency encouraged this good

resolution, and Mr. Greeme Mercer lent “ Boy Malcolm”

the services of his moonshee. And very resolutely did

the young man apply himself to the mastery of the
c2

il
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Oriental character and the construction of the language.*
His younger companions laughed at hin, and endeavoured
to lure him back to his old pursuits. But he had laid
aside his gun, and manfully declared that he would not
fire another shot, or mount his horse again, until he had
made certain progress in his studies.

And he studied to some purpose. Nor was it to the
native languages alone that he applied himself at this
time. He seems to have begun not only to reflect, but
to record his reflections upon the interesting events
which were passing before him—upon the character of
the people by whom he was surrounded—the nature of
the connexion existing between the British power and the
Native States; and the conduct to be observed by the

* Bee the following extract of a accused of gambling before I knew

letter from Mr. Greeme Mercer to
Captain Hamilton: “ Qur acquaint-
ance commenced in 1791, when I was
attached to the Residency at Hyder-
abad, and John joined us as an
ensign in the detachment of Madras
troops which was settled by treaty to
be stationed in the Nizam’s country.
He soon became a favorite with us
and particularly with Sir John Kenna-
way, the Resident. He was then a care-
less, good-humored fellow, _illiterate,
but with pregnant ability. He took a
fancy to learn Persian, and I made over
to him my moonshee, under whom he
made rapid improvement. The Resi-
den% soon afterwards marched with
the Nizam’s son and Minister to join
Lord Cornwallis’s army, and I have no
recollection what became of Malcolm,
but a faint one that he had lost his
health with the detachment, and re-
turned to the Company’s provinces.”
In another letter, addressed to Mr.
Elphinstone, the same writer says: “He
was quite illiterate when he jomned us,
but an adept in all games, and a capital
shhoi&md in short, possess anintellect
which only require set a-goi
either for orevil, He haf%gg;

him; but I mer heard of his exer-
cising his talents in that way after he
had engaged in any employment
of consequence. His overflowing spirits
made him riotous, and he was generally
known by the name of ¢ Boy Malcolm.’
I think I recollect his Wﬁ the tent-
poles with Edmonstone, probably
all of us; but gymnastics formed a great
part of our amusements, and he ex-
celled in them. I gave him the use of
my moonshee for some time, and he
dubbed him ‘ Long Tom.” Ten years
afterwards, on his return from Persia,
when we were bothwy ing up the
Ganges with Lord eﬂesle , John
came into my boat. Finding his old
friend Long Tom with me, he embraced
bim most cordially, and began to nar-
rate hisadventures; but, stopping short,
he said, ‘It is nonsense to be prolix
—in short, whatever you have read, I
have seen.’ ¢Ay, Boy Malcolm,’ re-
plied the moonshee ; ¢I hope you will
indulge me then with particulars of the
journey of Mahomed to heaven upon
a Borak.’ This, John said, was one
of the few points he had not had an op-

portunity W’M. or as-
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former. He was, in a word, preparing himself to gra-
duate in the school of diplomacy, eager for an opening
whereby he might obtain admission even to the lowest
class. And it was not long before such an opening
seemed to present itself. Referring to this period of his
life, Sir John Malcolm, in after years, used to relate that
a vacancy having occurred in one of the diplomatic circles
of Southern India, he was prompt to make application
for the post; but was anticipated by a quarter of an hour.
As he entered the great man’s tent to prefer his petition,
he met, issning from it, a young officer upon whom the
appointment had been conferred.* He was told, that if
he had called a little sooner, the assistantship should have
been his. Thus he lost it; and so bitter was his disap-
pointment, that on returning to his tent he threw himself
down and wept with very grief and vexation. But the
loss, though he knew it not, was great gain to him. It
was nothing less than the gain of his life. The officer
who had anticipated him had no sooner proceeded to
the scene of his new duties, than he was murdered in
open Court. It was not the man, but the office-bearer—
the representative of the English Conqueror—who had
been marked out as the victim: so Malcolm, had he been
suffered, in this instance, to shape his own course, and to
succeed in his own way, would have perished miserably
at the very threshold of his diplomatic career. This
lesson was not thrown away. It was often dwelt upon,
in after years, gratefully and reverentiaily, and impressed
with becoming fervor on his children. He whose ways

® There is necessarily more or less ferred from the receding note, he was
in all traditio: aneodotea in Lord Cornwallis’s camp, and the ap-

of this kind. Whether t- lication was made to Governor-
ment for which Malcolm himself, must remain a matter

in the gift of one of the of doubt. The sto , however, loses
lupc Si‘;ﬁlolm Kenmway), orvhn(ﬁ::r l&ythnwanto mmnmhnhahty
at a little later period, as may be in- in its details.
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are not our ways had mercifully vouchsafed to preserve
him, turning the apparent failure into a bountiful deliver-
ance, and teaching him the folly of human repinings.

It was after the freld-operations briefly noticed abeve
that young Maleolm, for the first time, attempted an his-
torical record of the events in which he had been an
humble actor. In this early paper may be traced the
germs of much which in after days made up the perﬁec—
tion of his character as a soldier and a diplomatist—a mix-
ture of firmness and gentleness—of sagacity and courage.
I have mentioned how much the oppressions exercised
by the Nizam’s troops upon the defenceless people
weighed upon his mind. It is pleasant to learn that the
forbearance and good conduct of the Company’s troops
presented a remarkable contrast to the licentiousness of
their allies. On: this fact the young narrator dwelt with.
manifest delight. After recording an instance of the pro-
tection afforded by a British officer to. some persecuted
villagers, he proceeded thus with his narrative:

“It fell to my lot afterwards to witness an occurrence not very
dissimilan to the afore-mentioned, where the commanding officer;
by a spirited refusal to comply with a requisition of men for op-
pressive purposes made by a leader whom he was ordered to assist
with troops when required, not only gained the approbation of
the English Resident at Hyderabad, but the esteem and respect
of his own troops and those of our ally. The latter are lavish i
their admiration of the justice and discipline observed by the
Company’s troops, though they newer think of imitating them.
I cannot here omit mentioning a trifling anecdote to the credit of
our Sepoys. Whenever the guard paraded to march to the ill-
fated village I have mentioned, they made a collection of as much
rice as-each man could affrd to give for the starving inhabitants.
This was distributed when they went. Such conduct (which was
not confined to this single instance) was deemed folly, and excited
a smile of pity on the countenances of the unfecling, plundering
horsemen of the Nizam’s army, but made different impressions on .
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the mhabitants of the country. They, sccustomed to the werst
of trestment, received st first with mmpicion and hesitation the
kind protection which we always gave them when in our pewer.
Comnvinged of its reslity, and of our acting thus upon system, they
spread our fume far and near. The sight of & Cempany's Sepoy
quicted the minds and gave assurance of safety to & bedy of wa-
fortunate wretches who, the moment before, wese trembling at
allim. I oould observe no differenee in the cenduct of the kxre-
gular Horse when in their own cowntry and i that of the ememy.
They seemed to consider the defenceless everywhere as their prey,
and o attack all under that denomination imdiscrimxinately. The
epirit of intrepidity which our Sepoys showed in defending thosm
. they were ardered to protect, deterred our allies from ventusing
on plnder where they ssw them posted. The stromg prepos-
session which the inhabitants of every country threugh which the
English detachment marched must have bad for them, may, in
some future day, be of the highest value. Reputation for justice
and humanity preceding an army is of more consequense than am
advanced guard of 10,000 men.”

From the following noticeable passage, taken from the
same early paper, it may be gathered that even at this
period of his life he had reflected upon those principles
of conduct in accordance with which, in maturer years,
he shaped his diplomatic career:

“An invarmble rule ought to be observed by all Europeans
who have comnexions with the natives of India—never to practise
any art or indirect method of gaining their end, and from the
greatest occasion to the most trifling to keep sacred their word.
- 'This is not only their best, but their wisest policy. By this con-
duct they will observe a comstant superiority in all their traus-
actions; but when they act a different part—when they condesoend
to meet the smooth-tongued Mahomedsn, or the erafty Himdoo,
with the wespons of flattery, dissimulstion, and comumg, they
will to & certainty be vanquished. For a sucoemful practive in
these Ettle arts, perhaps no people on earth excel the natives of
Indis. They begin the study as they learn to spesk, and contirrae
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it with unintermitting application through their lives. A friend
of mine who lately came to India, strongly struck with this cha-
racteristic, observed, that from what he had seen he was convinced
that if a bag containing a thousand pagodas were placed between
William Pitt and a Madras Dubash, and if the attainment of the
money so placed were to depend on specious art and cunning, the
former would not get ten out of the thousand. I shall conclude
this long digression with recommending a very circumscribed and
cautious confidence to be placed by Europeans—especially those in
power—in their native servants. Men who neither have, nor
pretend to have, honor themselves, are not the properest guardians
for that of others; and when they are detected in having pursued
their interest beyond the strict bounds of justice, the master, how-
ever innocent, meets with heavy censure; and though his guilt is
short of what an ill-natured public think of it, he deserves blame
for having placed confidence where he was not warranted. Lord
Cornwallis, whose abilities, joined to the opportunities he had of
gaining information on this subject, give his opinion the greatest
weight, on all occasions testified his marked disapprobation of
employing the natives in a confidential manner, and held the
master strictly responsible for the acts of his servants.”  *

Nor is the following less remarkable as an indication
of the early growth of those opinions respecting the col-
lision of the commercial and political elements in the
constitution of the East India Company, and the inex-
pediency of suffering the former to predominate—opinions
which came to be moulded into a leading article of faith
with the disciples of what in after years was called the
“ Malcolm School” of Indian politicians :

¢ Economy in a Government is, no doubt, a most laudable
quality. But it may easily be carried too far; and, by an im-
prudent practice of it in a rigid degree, it is possible, without any
injustice, to ruin the country. The Court of Directors give credit
to that Governor who realises the best revenue; he gives the same
credit to inferior Boards, they to collectors, and so on: thus a
system of realising on the public account as much as possible is
established; and if a person of a more liberal judgment points out
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the good policy of building granaries, of repairing tanks and roads,
of restoring choultries, of walling villages—in short, of any mea-
sure that he thinks would tend to the comfort or safety of the in-
habitants—that he thinks would alleviate, if not entirely prevent,
the horrors they are, from their situation, likely to suffer from
war or famine—he i3 treated as a speculator, and his counsel

In short, they know that the expense attendant on all
such schemes would be considerable, and that lessening the revenne
even for one year is not the way to gain the approbation of their
honorable employers.”

In the autumn of 1791, John Malcolm fell sick, and
was compelled to proceed to the Coast. He had borne
up against the summer-heats better than he had ex-
pected ;* but in November, although there was much
stirring work on hand, for Lord Cornwallis was preparing
to advance on Tippoo’s capital, his health was so shattered
by long exposure to the climate, that he was necessitated
to quit the Camp and visit Madras.}f From the Presi-
o & ” 3

Ihnekcptm% hewrole management of the Nizam too gl':;“tht:

to his friends at “as yet, bear. They were plundered
better than could have been Nizam’s o and have, in oconse-

fmw obliged to march at such a quence, rebell ‘We are to be sent
BEASON. mbmdthink me a traveller, g: reetfl’xoe them—poor wretches '—to

;mmmmth;i&edthemomm
upwards o egrees ev
g:yaincewe left K lonndwas, tel?e
before yesterday, in
th{eoolesttentoftielim. ¢ have
::td ::d a ﬁlaolemof rm: fofrfopr n}x,onth.s.
ve prospect of being blessed
with for two months to come. The
state of the country is indescribable.
So many of the inhabitants have alread
peﬁnheiﬁommt,thtevenif afnﬁ
of rain would admit of their once more

that there are not enough left to per-
form the work of caltivation. . . . .
‘We have our Camp at tin & thick
wood near the ¢ expect daily
to move towards our old fort, Copoulee.
It and all the countries around 1t were

ededbythehtemto the Nizam.
The inhabitants f the difference
between the mild and just government
of Tippoo and the oppressive and weak

obedience, and to be the instruments of
oppression. It is with the utmost dif-
ficulty that rice is procured to supply
ourtro:rs; and as the supplying the
Camp almost entirely falls on my sta-
tion, I cannot now leave Camp, which
I intend to do as soon as possible, and
to pay a visit to my brother the
sea-coast.” This letter, like many of
Malcolm’s at all periods of his career,
is without date. How much easier

hlognrhy would be, if so a por-
tion of its materials were not, for want
of some record of the time and place
of their birth, utterly valueless without
an exercise of inference and unlog
very troublesome indeed to the bio-

grapher.

+ I have not been able to trace the
precise spot at which he quitted Cam
and proceeded to the Coast, but if Mal-
colm at this time (the latter end of
1791) was, as Mr. Greeme Meroer re-

4
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dency, where it would seem that he was almost tempted
to apply for leave on sick-certificate to England, and to
take his passage in the Manship, he wrote to his mother,
on the 9th of January, 1792, “ You will learn from other
letters the situation of my health. I leave this in four
hours for Camp. The packet Camada is this instant
come from England. 1 have as yet got no letters, but
am just going into:the fort along with Mr. Haliburton
(at whose gardens I now live) to try and get some, if
there are any for me. Mr. Petrie has promised much, and
his behaviour to me since I came down to Madras has
been very attentive. I have not seen Colonel Harris yet,
but will, I hope, soon. He.is able to serve.me.if he has
inclination.”

And it was well that he did not return to England.
Had he done so, he would have lost an opportunity
which might never have been regained. He joined
Lord Cornwallis’s camp before Seringapatam, and his
merits were soon recognised -and rTewarded by .that
nobleman. It happened that an officer with :some know-
ledge of the Persian .language was required to act as
iinterpreter to the troops serving with ‘the Nizam ; ‘and
Malcolm, then a lieutenant, was selected, on the scare of
especial fitness, for the post. It is probable that Sir

. John Kennaway, who accompanied the .army, brought
Tis young friend's qualifications to the notice of .the
Governor-General. Be this -as it may, John Malcolm
‘had now planted his foot on the ladder; and from this
time, to the close of his career, he was uninterruptedly
employed on the Staff.*

lates, “speeling tent-poles with Ed-
monstune,’?elil:gmust have reashed the
head-quarters of the army; .for the
latter gentleman was at that time Per-
sian translator to Lord Conwallis, who
was at Bangalore in November.

* Nearly thirty years af 5
Malcolm wrote to his old friend, Mr.
Cockburn : “I served as a regimental

officer with Buropeanand Native corps
(without ever having one week’s leave
of absence) for nine years. In 1793
when at Seri Lwas appomioci
Persian .in e retﬁr to tll)xe tt]i;uchmut
serving with the Nisam uis
(ol on e e grommd f
e officer wi . .
::‘:lfﬁed for the station.” o
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On his return to Camp, he wrote to the family at
Burnfoot :

“I wrote you last when I was on my return to Camp, after
an absence of two months, which my health necessitated me to
make. I was very near taking my passage at that time in the
Manship, and I almost wish now that I had. I should have been,
at this time, most probably enjoying good health and amongst
my relations. Don’t think that I have any great attachment to
those cold regions that you live in—so far from it, that were my
relations in India, I never would think of home. When I can
afford it a little better than I now can, I will, sans doubts, take a
trip to see my friends, and at the same time renovate a broken
constitution.

“ When our little Camp was ordered to halt here, we were warned
from building, as our stay was supposed to be very uncertain.
Baut this could not prevent a set of men who had been three years
in bad tents from housing themselves. In short, we thought it
was imposeible to pay too dearly for a little comfort, and erected
a cantonment of very excellent buildings. My house consists of
a hall, bedroom, cook-room, and stable, which cost me about
three hundred rupees. 1 have now been in it six months, and if
1 moved to-morrow would not repent the expense. I am a hard
student at the Persian when other business does not intervene; and
when I meet with a pretty story, shall send a translation home to
mysisters. . . . . Why don’t they think of sending outa
young brother? I want one, that I may play the elder brother
and monitor—parts that I am just beginning to learn how to
%”

Tt would seem that soon after his return to Camp, the
state of his health little recruited by his brief visit to
Madras, compelled him again to repair to the sea-gide.*

# This is stated on the authority of after our campaign, when Malcolm
Mr. Greeme Mercer, who, in a letter joined us. He was then very unwell,
already quoted in says, “Onour and his constitution seomed to be so

from Berings- much broken that I stroagly
I acocompanied Sir John Ken. him to leave to return for
nawsy o the sea~coast, to rally a littls  time to pe. He took my

#id
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There he met his friends Sir John Kennaway and Mr.
Greme Mercer. The war with Tippoo had been
brought to a close before the end of February; and
the Residency having returned to Hyderabad, these gen-
tlemen had gone down to the Coast to recruit their
energies after the fatigues of the campaign. The climate
of the country had for some time been doing its sure
work upon Malcolm’s constitution. He had been much
exposed to the sun during the worst season of the year,
and his health had suffered to such an extent, that it was
beyond the power of a brief sojourn at the sea-side to
repair the ravages it had sustained. He was unwilling
to return to England, for he believed that he was now in
a fair way to rise in his profession. But it was impossible
to struggle any longer against the increasing debility
which rendered exertion painful, and good public service
almost an impossibility. His friends counselled the trial
of a milder climate. Sir John Kennaway himself was
then about to return to England, and he recommended
that Malcolm should accompany him. The good advice
was not thrown away. The young soldier sent in his
papers, obtained leave of absence, and in the cold season
of 1793-94 prepared to embark for England. In the
course of February,* the vessel in which he had taken
his passage sailed out of the Madras Roads; and under
the invigorating influence of the pure breezes on the
open sea and the dolce.far-niente of life on shipboard,
his health soon began to revive.

Of this homeward voyage I know little, except that he
devoted some part of his abundant leisure to the study

and as Kennaway was also returning very of my health, which had suffered
to Europe, Malcolm embarked with severely from the fatigues to which I
him in the course of the following had been exposed during the four

n.” years that I had been in the field with

- “i.nFebruuy, 1794, I wasobliged the Nizam's detachment.”’—[MS. Me-
to embark for England for thebm- morandum.] L
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of the Oriental languages, in which he was assisted by his -
friend Kennaway. That he either quarrelled, or intrigued, :
or over-ate himself, as men are wont on shipboard, I do
not think very probable. But I have little doubt that
he promoted and took active part in every frolicsome
expedient for relieving the tedium and d1versxfymg the
monotony of the voyage, which his own ingenuity or that
of his fellow-passengers could devise. Even a retiring
Governor-General, embarking in the midst of an un-
exampled crisis, has been known to divert himself with
pitch-and-toss on the way home. And we may fairly
assume that “Boy Malcolm” played at ship-billiards
and leap-frog on the quarter-deck, and at whist in the
cuddy; that he shot Cape-hens, haply an albatross or
two; speared porpoises and bonetes, and angled off the
poop for sharks. It would have been very much unlike
him, not to have been foremost in all such recreations as
these.

In the course of July he reached England, from which
he had been absent some twelve years. They had
been years of toil and trial bravely and hopefully en-
countered. He had borne the burden and heat of the
day during those years as one of the working officers
of the army; and they had made him a good soldier.
Henceforth we shall see him mainly in the character of
a diplomatist and an administrator. But he had learnt
much during his early subaltern-life in Southern India—
much that was never forgotten. The habits and the feel-
ings of a soldier clung to him throughout his career.
‘Whatever might be his official environments, his heart
was continually turning with a tender and sympathising
interest to the single-poled tent of the regimental officer
and the matted hut of the faithful Sepoy.
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CHAPTER I11.

FURLOUGH TO ENGLAND.
[1794—1795.]

BESTOBATION OF HEALTH—DETENTION IN LONDON—INTRODUCTION TO GENERAL
CLARKE—VISITS TO BURNFOOT AND ALVA—RESOLUTION TO RETURN TO INDIA
~—ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE VOYAGE—APPOINTMENT TO THE STAFF OF GENE-
BAL CLARKE—DEPABRTURE FROM ENGLAND-—CAPTURE OF THE CAYE OF 600D
HOPE.

THE records of John Malcolm’s sojourn in England at
this time are but scanty. The benefit which he derived
from the homeward voyage was so great, that he had
scarcely set foot on his native soil before he began to
think that he was in a condition to return to India again.
Nothing but necessity could keep him away from the
scenes on which something within him whispered that he
was destined to achieve distinction.

It was great joy to him to be in Eskdale again—to
receive the blessings of his parents and the embraces of
his sisters—and to look with a man’s eyes upon the dear
old burn and the familiar hills, which had put on their
best purple to greet him. But he had work to do in
London—not the less imperative because it was not
marked out by others, and written down in an order-
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book. So the autumn found him busy in the great me-
tropolis ; with his heart at Burnfoot all the same.*

The constitution of the Anglo-Indian army was at this
time a prominent subject of investigation and discussion
with the authorities of the East India Company and the
Crown, and in all military circles throughout India and the
mother country. The Company’s army had for some time
been in an extreme state of depression. It was ridden
over at all points by the royal service. The Company’s
officers did all the drudgery work ; the King’s bore all the
honors. For the former there was ne higher rank than
that of colonel. The battalions were commanded by cap-
tains. Promotion was intolerably languid. There were
no retiring pensions. There was no furlough-pay even
for sick officers. This state of things, severely felt as it
was throughout the commissioned ranks of the army, had
been readily apprehended by the benevolent mind of
Lord Cornwallis, who had drawn up a scheme for the
reorganisation of the Indian service, which was naturally
regarded with extraordinary interest by all whom it con-
cerned, both at home and abroad. From the armies of
the three Presidencies deputies were despatched to Eng-
land to watch the momentous proceedings of the autho-
rities; and wherever the English uniform was worn, or

* To one of his sisters he wrote in “My uncle and I,” wrote John Mal.
October: « I fear there is litile pros- colm, “went to see the new play; but
pect of m{being down in Scotland finding the doors of Covent n
as soon as The present is Theatre not open, we wandered over
a very eventful time for my interests, to D Lane, and were tempted in
and 1 must attend to it myself, orI to seem%haks?eate’s As You Like It,
cannot expect others will. I want no which was imimitably well performed.
extra-inducements to hasten my return  Mrs. Jordan acted ind. She is
to Burnfoot. My inclinations, when incomparable. The plaudits bestowed
I can indulge them, will always lead upon her shook the house; and she
me there, for rest assured that I dng deserved them all. No one ever copied
a lengthened chain everywhere else.” nature with more sumccess. I wish
From another letter, written a week you had her in Langholm for a fort-
afterwards, I may take a brief passage: night.”—[ Ocfober 30, 1794.]
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men were gathered together who had once worn it, there
was this great project earnestly discussed.

It was natural that a question so important in itself, and
personally so interesting to every officer of the Company’s
service, should have engaged at this time much of Mal-
colm’s attention. He communicated his ideas respecting
the claims of the Company’s officers to many men in autho-
rity at home, and appealed to the general Public through
the medium of the Press. His first appearance as a public
writer was in a long letter signed ‘“ MULLAGATAUNAY,”
and published, I believe, in the North Briton, in which
the whole question is considered in a very clear and com-
prehensive manner. The grievances under which the
Company’s officers labored were described, one by one, in
language at once forcible and moderate. He dwelt upon
the galling fact that no officer of the Indian army could,
by the existing system, rise higher than the rank of
colonel. He spoke of the services that had been ren-
dered by men brought up in the bosom of that army—by
Lawrence, by Clive, by Smith; of their knowledge of
the manners and languages of the people of India, which
gave them “innumerable advantages over a general im-
mediately appointed from home;” and asked whether it
was just or politic to tell such a body of men that they
were not only forbidden to aspire to the chief command,*

. *5 g,a]:ingbof the tchief comﬂmnd],:
¢ sald in a sul uen i

freely own thats;qeoneelmgtation
of Commander-in-Chief of any of the
three settlements to be one of 80 serious
and important a nature, and to involve
8o much responsibility, that I am con-
vinced the selection of a man for that
office will and always should remain in
the hands of the Ministry; but I hope
they will be happy to seize the first
opportunity that offers of showing that
when they meet with a man whose
known abilities and past actions speak

him equal to the task, his being a Com-
pa.nlvl’s officer shall be no preclusion
to his being elevated to that distin-
ished rank. It ought, on the con-
rary, to give him additional claims.”
Sixty years have passed since this was
written; but the invidious distinction
of which Malcolm then complained
has not yet been practically removed.
No officer of the Company’s service
has been appointed to the chief com-
mand of one of our Indian Presi-
dencies, up to the time in which I now
write—the summer of 1856.
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but that they were never to attain any higher rank than
that of colonel—*in plain language,” he said,  that they
were only qualified to fill subordinate stations, and that
men educated on the fields of Germany or America
should be regularly sent to lead them to victory on the
plains of Hindostan.” Then he referred to the stagna-
tion of promotion in the Company’s army. He showed
how, in an army lacking the higher grades, and recently
subjected to great reductions in the strength of its esta-
blishment, the avenues to promotion were necessarily
blocked up; he pointed out that a battalion of Sepoys,
as the army was then constituted, of the strength of a
King’s regiment, was commanded Ly a captain and eight
subalterns, and that a captain of one of the royal regi-
ments, commanding only a company, superseded the
Company’s officer in command of an entire corps. “To
obviate this,” he said, “ and to give that promotion which
the Company’s officers have such good reason to expect,
it is requested that a lieutenant-colonel, a major, and a
similar number of captains and subalterns as are deemed
necessary for the discipline and duties of a corps in every
other service, be appointed to each Sepoy battalion.”*®
“ This measure adopted,” he added, “the stream will
again flow; hope will take the place of despondency.
The drooping veteran will revive, and anxiously seek an
opportunity of showing he is not ungrateful to his country
for the notice it has deigned to take of him.”

Having brought forward other cogent arguments in
support of the expediency of increasing the number of
Sepoy 6fficers, Malcolm proceeded to point out the third

# It need hardly be said that the tion made on the average of the three
reorganisation here spoken of was car- Presidencies, the yon:fcfat major-gene-
ried into effect. But owing to the in- ral would have served in India t
creased longevity of Indian officers, years,” &c. The average of the

ion is not more rapid than it major-generalsof theCompany’s service

was under the old system. In this is nowsixty-two; whizgivesmavenge
peper Malcolm says: “By a calcula- of more than forty ye#® of service.

YOL. 1. D
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t grievance of the Company’s ‘army—the want of
proper Furlough and Retiring Regulations. He showed
that if a Company’s officer, on account of ill-healthcon-
tracted, or wounds inflicted in the public service, was
necessitated to leave the country for a while, his pay
fmmediately ceased until his return;-and that, in conse-
quenee of the non-existence of ‘any “ comfortable and
honorable retreat for the wounded and infirm veteran
in his native country, he -was compelled to pass the rest
of u short life in an ungenial climate, banished from his
native country and from every one he holds most dear,
or return to his friends, after an absence of twenty years,
an object of charity, abandoned by those masters in'whose
service he had lost his blood, or spent his ‘days of vigor
and youth.” We read of this state of things now as we
do of the rack or the thumb-screw, with curious anti-
quarian interest. The Furlough and Retiring Regula-
tions of the East India Company’s army are now the most
liberal and most humane that have ever been devised for
any military establishment in the world.

Having thus set forth the peculiar grievances of the
Company’s army, Malcolm declared that there was good
reason to believe that they would be speedily removed,
as the interests of the Company’s army had been en-
trusted to good and to true hands:

‘Tt is peculiarly fortunate,” .he wrote in eonclusion, ¢ that
those who from their stations must decide on the claims of the
Company’s army, are men eminently qualified for the task. "The
Court of Directors:are disposed to grant -every relief; and Mr.
.Dundas, President of the Board of Comtrol, has in his plansfor
the Government of India evinced a most extensive knowledge of
the British interests in the East, and has suggested .a .mode of
socuring and improvimg them that does equal credit to his
-wisdom and liberality. No man could give a more enlightened
opinion upon this subject ; but he, and every other person, seem
to turn th®r eyes upon the Marquis Cornwallis as the person
who, from great abilities and recent experience, is best calculated
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to recommend s satisfactory plan for the new modelling of the
Indian army. And from whom can the Company’s afficers
expect a more equitable consideration than from that elevated
character who for a period of six years had a daily opportunity
of observing, and so often gave the most flattering testimonies of
his approbation and admiration of their conduct ? No one ever
more lamented the grievances he saw they were st times obliged
to endure, from the narrowness of the system upon which their
service is now established. . . . . In my opinion, the in-
terests of the army cannot be in better hands. I may be acounsed
of being too sanguine, but I shall never cease to think as I now
do until the cvent proves that I have erred.”

This paper attracted some notice at the time, and in
conjunction with other communications of a more private
character, recommended the Madras subaltern to the
consideration of men in authority. Among others who
recognised the value of the document, and noticed with
commendation the writer, was Mr. Dundas, the President
of the Board of Control.* It was the first of those
numerous elaborate papers on the military affairs of our
Indian Empire, which caused him in time to be regarded
as the very first authority on all subjects connected with
the affairs of the Indian army.f Nor at this time were
all his efforts made with the pen. He was 0ne of many
Company’s officers who met in London to deliberate on
the affairs of the army. “I will accompany Pulteny to
Cambridge to see you if I can,” he wrote, on the 21st of

* In a memorandum of his services, distingmished characters, in terms fist-
“written many years afterwards, Mal- ing to my feelings.”
colm says: “When in England, ci ¢+ the latest testimony to this
cumstances led to my making public effect in the L of Sir Erskine
tary

my sentiments on the mili . Perry, on the 10th of May, 1855, The
ments for the y’s army, which er, however, erred when he cited
were then under discussion; and the Sir John Maloolm as an authority in

tendency which those sentiments had favor of the amalgamation of the

to infom andbsatisfy the public mir‘;d Qxieen;s t_sﬂ:idbe(lonmja amy. ﬁ:
n that subject was recognised sul w 0ol in a subsequen

E‘;d Melvﬂle:watxen President of thi chaﬁ?er of the Memoir,

Board of Control, and several other

D2
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October, to his brother Gilbert, then a student at that
university, “ but I have been attending meetings (no
treason) these last two days, and shall be in the same
predicament for four or five more. A ship soon leaves
this for India, and the Company’s officers now in Lon-
don are attending to the interests of their fellow-soldiers.
You will change your address of .Dzeutenant to Captain
in a month or two.”

It would seem that during this sojourn in London he
renewed his acquaintance, either personally or by letter,
with General Ross, who had been secretary to Lord
Cornwallis; and that partly through the General's in-
fluence, and partly through that of Colonel Dirom, who
had been Quartermaster-General during the first My-
sore war, and had written a history of the campaign, he
was recommended to the favorable notice of Sir Alured
Clarke. That officer was about to proceed as Com-
mander-in-Chief to Madras, and appeared not unwilling
to listen to the recommendations which were made to
him in favor of Lieutenant Malcolm. At what precise
period the introduction took place I do not know; but
it led in time to important results, and shaped the whole
future of Malcolm’s career.

There were others, too, with whom he renewed his
acquaintance—his brothers Pulteny and James. They
arrived from the West Indies in October, and John met
them with a full heart, delighted to embrace them again.
Both were on the high road to distinction. It was a
happy meeting, made happier by the circumstances that,
during his brief visit to London, Lord Chatham, then
First Lord of the Admiralty, made Pulteny a post-
captain, and soon afterwards appointed him to the com-
mand of the Fox.*

The family pictures of the young sailor drawn at this

® «T was fully resolved to visit Cam- put it out of my power by appointin
bridge, but yesterday Lord Chatham me to the Foz, zre manneyd &po 5
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time are very charming. “I never saw Pulteny look so
well,” wrote one of his sisters from Burnfoot, to which
he paid a brief visit in November. ‘He is very hand-
some, and has the most open, manly countenance I ever
saw. His manner is uncommonly cheerful, and he pos-
sesses a flow of good-humoured raillery. He will be the
delight of every party he enters. He only stayed with
us one week.”

Of James, too, *“ our open-hearted, generous James,”
these sisters wrote in terms of loving eulogy. And what
said they of John? We may be sure he did not appear
less attractive in their eyes. “I dare say,” wrote one
sister to brother Gilbert, then studying at Cambridge,
“ you are longing for a letter about our Indian brother.
The cause of our silence is really the delight we take in
that brother, which makes us regret every moment we
are absent from him. When every one prepared us to
love and admire him, we scarcely dared hope our ex-
pectations would be fulfilled; and I must not hesitate to
pronounce them surpassed.” “I do not think I have
written to you,” wrote another sister to Gilbert, * since I
had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with this most
excellent brother, of whom I think more highly than I
can express. His heart, head, disposition and manners,
are truly excellent. Any one of them taken separately,
and placed among even unpleasant qualities, would
render a character worthy of admiration; but when
united, as in his attractive person, they form a character
that does honor to the human race. Your friend Mrs.
Elliot writes of him in the highest terms; and Mr. John-
stone says he is the finest young man he ever saw.”
Good reason, indeed, had those young Eskdale lassies

" forsea. I shall join her to-morrow. lightful. Nowhere do I find such a

ohn is with me, and will, I hope, ac- house.” In the Foz, Pulteny Malcolm

company me to Portsmouth. The few carried out Colonel Arthur Wellesley
days I 'spent at Bumfoot were de- (the Duke of Wellington) to India.
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to be proud of three such brothers as James, Pulteny,
and John Malcolm!

Nor were these all of whom something must be
said in this place. George Malcolm, it has been stated,
had ten sons. Robert, the eldest, as has been shown,
was in the Madras €Civil Service. Then followed James,
Pulteny, and John. Thomas, the fifth son, was engaged
in mercantile affairs; and two younger brothers, David
and William, were in training for a similar line of life.
Another son, George, a Lieutenant in the Navy, had
died early in this year (1794) of yellow fever, at the
boyish age of eighteen.* Charles, then a boy, was to
enter the same service under Pulteny’s protection; and
Gilbert, the sixth son, was then a student at Cam-
bridge; a-youth of promising talents, amiable disposition,
and unostentatious piety, which ripened into the perfec-
tion of a character suited to the career that was marked
out for him—the peaceful career of a country clergyman.

FURLOUGH TO ENGLAND.

® The death of George cast a broad day’s post, this hope will vanish. Were

we to hint to my father onr hopes that

shadow over the family party at Burn-
foot, and filled every member of it
not only with grief for the dead, but
fear for the livi%g. Pulteny and
James were in the West Indies, within
the influence of the yellow fever, and
John, by the last accounts, in bad health
in the Iéaat. In a family of seventeen
children, it was a proof of the sj

favor of the Almighty that death up
to this time had not omce broken in
upon their happiness, But for the
very reason, perhaps, that they were
sa favored they felt the blow most
severely when it came. The family
letters, written early in 1794, contain
many such passages as these: “We
have ma:{ causes of alarm at present.
You would observe the arrival of the
Queen Charlotte. She seems to have
ken with several homeward-bound
ps, in one of which we hope Jobhn
may be. Sometimes we flatter our-

selves that Robert or John may have a

written, but if no letters come by this

John may arrive in tolerable health, he
would consider us wanting in feeling.
~—* Pulteny, I fear, is in the test
danger. That fatal fever stiﬁnr:ges.
May our Almighty God preserve him.
‘What a shock George’s death will be
to James on his arrival. But nothing
is to be compared with what poor
Pulteny must have felt on going on
board the P to see him for the
last time.” — “We had two of the
kindest letters from uncle John (Pas-
ley). He is very anxious, he allows,
about John, but he will not suffer a
gloomy thought on the subject. God
t he may reach us in tolerabla
Eer:lnth e arrived in such ex-
cellent health and admirable condition
that many jokes were cut at his ex-
nse. eoft};eDlrectol'ﬁm rsbstzf;vi;]:f
mpany, on seeing him, o
drily, that “ the Indian gentlemen hava
haﬁpy knack of recovering their
health on the voyage.”
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Nor were the sisters of the family unworthy of their
brothers. “Y¥You said a great deal,” wrote John to a
member of the family, “ but I now think that you gave
but a cold description of Burnfoot and its inhabitants.”
He was as much pleased with them as they were with
him. The meeting could not have been a happier one.
But the happiness was only too brief. The young
soldier spent his Christmas at Burnfoot ; and it would
seem that, during the visit, he finally resolved to return
to India in the course of the ensning spring, with
a good prospect of accompanying General Clarke as
secretary or aide-de-camp. From Burnfoot he went to
Edinburgh, and thence to Alva, the estate of the John-

stones. From that place he wrote to one of his sisters at
Burnfoot, on the 18th of January:

“ You don’t seem pleased with my resolution to return to India;
but I am sure I will convince you when we meet that I have not
only acted a prudent part, but that I should have been highly
culpable had I done otherwise. I applied to Mr. Bell, and rather

than diminished in my account of both my past and
present ailings; and his opinion was decided and positive for me
to go. *There is a tide in the affairs of men,’ &c., and I like to
go with the tide in my favor. I have tugged against it in my day.

“ My uncle John, in answer to my letter from Burnfoot, strongly
objects to my return, and urges much against it. In his answer
to a very full one I wrote from Edinburgh, he allows that the
reasons 1 give for the part I then determined to act were un-
answerable, and that he could not but approve. I am yet in the
dark with regard to. General Clarke’s motions, but must be in
London before the middle of February. IfI go with him (there. -
is much virtue in your if), most undoubtedly it will be as one of
his family. . . . . . I pass my time very pleasantly here.
I keep much within doors for two reasons:—Ist. The continual
fall of snow for some days past has rendered both riding and
walking dimgreeable. 2ndly. My legs are quite recovered, and X
wish not. to induce a relapse by too early exartionsn I am sorry
X was not at home to see and hear Catherine Armstrong. Tell
Minny that she speaks of her 8o highly, that I will waive all con-
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siderations of caste, and do hereby empower her to open & treaty
of matrimony between her and me.”—[ Alva, January 18, 1795.]

T am told that during this winter he attended some of
the college classes in Edinburgh, to which attractive city
he returned after his visit to Alva. There are those now
living who remember him at that time as a light-hearted,
amusing young man of five-and-twenty, with a great
thirst after knowledge, and a prodigious memory. He
would give the substance, often the very words of a
lecture which he had heard, with extraordinary accu-
racy, or repeat a sermon (sometimes imitating the pe-
culiar manner of the preacher) with equal fidelity.
The society of Edinburgh delighted him. It need
hardly be said that he was hospitably entertained in a
city where every man of good character and intelligence
is sure to be hospitably entertained. “You are ac-
quainted with this town,” he wrote to his brother Gil-
bert, on the 22nd of February. “It is, in my opinion,
one of the most agreeable I ever was in. Probably the
flattering attention I have met with makes me a partial
judge. But as there is no place in the world where such
encouragement is given to literary men, so I believe there
are nowhere to be found men of more deep learning and
science. Learning is a plant cultivated in proportion to
the demand. Independent of the medical line, the law,
and some others, the numerous professors’ chairs hold
out rewards both of fame and fortune to the aspiring
youth. . . . . I have been both instructed and enter-
tained by a casual attendance at some of their classes. I
have given up a good deal of my time to the Oriental
Professor, a sensible, modest man. His name is Mudie.
I have read Persian with him whenever I have had a
leisure hour, and have found him grateful to a degree for
the little instruction I could give him. I was so happy
as to be made acquainted with Dr. Blair, and was in the
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habit of paying him frequent visits, until our intercourse
was interrupted by a severe misfortune happening to
him. His wife, a partoer of forty-six years, fell a victim
to the severity of the weather.”®
A boy who goes out to India at the age of twelve can
little education with him. John Malcolm had \
long felt the want of scholastic training, and had been
endeavouring to compensate for it by assiduous self-
cultivation, carried on as it always must be under diffi-
culties, amidst the turmoil of the camp. The idea of
improving his mind had been ever present to him when he
turned his thoughts towards home, and had had no small
share in inducing him to return to England. *The
satisfaction of seeing my relations and the improvement
of myself,” he wrote to his mother,t “exclusive of the
perfect re-establishment of my health, are very great
inducements to a man of my way of thinking.” “My ,
favorite amusement,” he said, in the same letter, “is
reading; and being assisted with a good memory, I seldom
have occasion to read a work twice. Of all reading I
prefer }nsbory It pleases most upon reflection, and the:
impressions it makes are more lasting. Poetry is a
pleasant relaxation, but I believe I expose my want of
taste when I confess that there are very few poets that I
can dwell upon with much satisfaction. I have for
some years past made the languages of this country my

* The winter was a very severe one. yet I believe it was to them I owe i,
Inthnlzttalhlcolmuysthathem as they led me to pursue my amuse-
“ by an irre- ments mth but too little consideration

fnla.r oftlns climate m hea.lth, which was first im-
the short space of thirty-two days.” t:uvi’ y & too frequent exposure to
1 In this letter, written before his the climate in hunt: , shooting, &e.
from India, Malcolm says: As I grow older I grow stud:ré

“1 left you all s0 very young that you and pursue both my amusements

must have but a faint ection of my studles with less warmth, and very
me; and what a pleasure it would be probably with more advan hfe Ilnve
to see again those who are so dear to sincerely told you what I am, and
me! I bave a flow of spirits that though I have many foibles, I trust I

never leave me ; and tho th;ﬁ::‘e have few vices.”

mpportedmethmghn ong
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study, more with the hope of their being useful than
entertaining, as their knowledge is very confined, and
nothing new to- be met with amongst them. I lament
much the want of a branch of education which never
gught to be neglected in the forming an officer—a com-
plete knowledge of mathematics and drawing. I hawe
labored a good deal to improve myself in these sciences,
but the wand of proper masters has prevented me from
attaining any proficicncy in them. If I were ever to
revisit my native country I should apply myself closely to.
these studies.” And that he did all that he could do when
the time came to fulfil these intentions we may be sure.
But great as was his desire to improve himself by entering
upon a new academical career, his opportunities were
but scanty. The winter was scarcely over when he
found himself again in London. All doubts, not only as
regarded his return to India, but the situation in which
ke was to return, had passed away. He was to go out
again to Madras, not as an unconnected subaltern, but
as a member of the Staff of the Commander-in-Chief. “I
go to India this season,” he wrote at the end of March,
“and shall have been about eight months in my own
country before I embark for the East again. But I
have not lost one hour of the eight months. Every day
has been more joyful than yesterday. I look forward
with apprehension to that period when I shall be less
alive (for I never can be dead) for those feelings which
have made me so happy since I came to Britain.” At
the end of April he was busily occupied with the
necessary arrangements for his voyage. “ My de-
parture is yet uncertain,” he wrote to Burnfoot on the
28th, “but I am determined the arrangement of exy
Little matter shall not be put off to the last day, and am
therefore now despatching my trunks for Portsmouth.”
The time for his departure was, however, very near.
Whether he had, before shipping his lighter goods for
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Portsmouth, taken leave of his family at Burnfoot, or
whether, previous to his embarkation, he was able to pay
another visit to Eskdale, does not very clearly appear.
The parting mwst have been a painful one; for at the
age to which his parents had now attained there was
little hope of his ever seeing them again. The benedic-
tion which he then received he well knew would be the
last in the flesh. The spirit might often go forth to
bless him; but those venerable hands had now per-
formed their office for ever.

In the month of May he embarked at Portsmouth.
“ I have this moment,” he wrote on the 14th of that
month, “received orders to go on board, as our ship is
getting under weigh. I am appointed Secretary to
General Clarke, on a secret expedition. My prospects
are very flattering.” The vessel in which he sailed
formed part of a considerable fleet of Company’s ships,
conveying a large body of European troops to India
under the General's command. Of the early part of
the voyage 1 have no private records. It is to be
gathered from public despatches* that the fleet stretched
out to the coast of South America, and was detained for
some time at St. Salvador.}f At the beginning of Sep-
tember they sighted the western coast of the Cape of
Good Hope, and at daybreak on the 4th looked out upon
the picturesque many-coloured hills sloping down to St.
Simon’s Bay, in which they were securely anchored.

The colony was then in the very crisis of its fate. Its
destiny, trembling in the balance, was decided by the
opportune arrival of the troops under General Clarke.
‘Whether the Cape of Good Hope was thenceforth to be
a Dutch or an English settlement was the great prac-
tical question now to be solved.. General Craig and Ad-
miral Keith Elphinstone had heen for some time main-

;GengnlChrkctoMr.Dundu,intheAnnnﬂRegjaberforU%
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taining an unequal contest with the Dutch burghers;
and never were reinforcements more welcome than those
which Clarke now brought to their aid. But I may
leave the story to be told by Malcolm himself, who was
a witness and a participator in the events which trans-
ferred the Cape colony to hands by which it has ever
since been retained :

“ We anchored,” he wrote in a long narrative and descriptive
memorandum, drawn up shortly afterwards, “in Simon's Bay, on
the night of the 3rd of September. The General, &c., went on
shore next day to see Sir George Elphinstone, whose squadron
- was lying there. We were soon informed that they were at open
war with the Dutch, who had refused to accept of the favorable
terms which Sir George and General Craig had offered them.
The latter, with a little army of about 2000 men, principally sea-
men, was encamped at a place called Muysemburg (seven miles
from Simon’s Town, on the road to the Cape), from which a party
had been driven five weeks previous to our arrival, by the fire of
some men-of-war sent for the purpose. It had not been judged
proper to advance further. Frequent skirmishes had taken place,
in which three men on our side had been killed, and three officers
and seventeen or eighteen privates wounded. Both fleet and
army were in anxious expectation of our appearance, as they had
lost all hopes of succeeding without our aid. No time was lost
in landing our three regiments and artillery. They were marched
immediately to Muysemburg. Their junction made the whole
about 5000 men, 3000 of which were soldiers. The remainder
were sailors and marines.

“ Our greatest difficulty was the transporting provisions to camp.
They were carried in boats within two miles of the camp, and
from that on the soldiers’ backs. The sea at times run very high
in the bay to which the boats came, which rendered the task very
arduous. But the decided and zealous admiral soon surmounted
this difficulty, and principally from his cxertions we were en-
abled to march on the morning of the 14th, with four days’ pro-
visions on our men's backs. Eight days’ provisions and a quantity
of military stores were left under the charge of a strong party at
Muysemburg.

% The army marched in two columns. The “principal, with
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which were the Commander-in-Chief and Major-General Craig,
consisted of 3000 men. With it were ten 6-pounders and two
howitzers. Its route was the high road for Cape Town. The
other column, consisting of 1600 men and two 6-pounders, com-
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, marched to the leR, to
scour the country in that direction. The grenadiers and light
infantry were detached to the front, and on the right flank of the
main column ; and the corps of marines covered the let. Before
this column had advanced five hundred yards we observed scat-
tered parties of Burgher horse preparing to annoy our right flank.
They were mounted on small but active horses, and were armed
with long guns. Some of them had attendants on foot who
carried a second firelock. They appeared to have no discipline;
and any person who had seen irregular cavalry must instantly
have concluded them to be a very contemptible enemy. These
Burghers were the farmers of the country, who were far the most
violent party against any terms being entered into with us. Un-
accustomed to fire at anything but roebucks or ostriches till our
arrival, they were cager to try their hand at ¢ new game,’ as they
used scoffingly to call our troops. They had met with petty successcs
against the advanced party of General Craig’s little army, whose
prudent conduct in not advancing against Cape Town till General
Clarke’s arrival they readily construed into a fear of their prowess.
“ But all their golden dreams were doomed to vanish on this
day. Though the ground was particularly favorable for the
species of warfare they carried on—high sand-hills covered with
brushwood, and intersected with deep lagunes, which were only
fordable at particular places, which they knew, and of which we
were ignorant—they no sooner perceived that our troops were
not intimidated by their fire, but advanced as rapidly as the
ground would permit, than they fled from one height to another,
keeping up an irregular fire, seldom nearer than a quarter of a
mile. This skirmishing continued for nearly four miles. The
country then opened, and we came to a level plain, about a mile
and a half in breadth. On the other side was the hill, or rather
eminence of Little Wyndburg. To this, after a little galloping
about the plain, the Burgher horse retreated, and joined a party
of infantry who were already formed on the summit. Their
number appeared altogether nearly 1200—400 of which were
cavalry. They had nine field-pieces. The post they occupied
was very strong by nature, and the high road lay immediately
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through the centre of their ime. It was possible, as I afterwards
found from obeervation, to have passed to the right.of Wyndburg
and out of reach of their cannon. But this circnmatance was not
known at the time to any one in our camp.

“ We halted at the beginning of the plain for the column under
Lieutenant<Colonel Campbell, who, from want of proper guides,
had been much detamed. They joined about four o’clock, and
the whole immediately advanced.

¢ A detachment of 800 men, under Licutenant-Colonel Mac-
kenzie, were ordered to turn the enemy’s left flank; and one of
600, under Lieutenant-Colomel M‘Murdo, to turn their right;
while the remainder advanced in two lines to attack in fromt.
They opened their guns before they counld reach us; when we
were nearer, some of our field-pieoes were ndvanced, and opened a
brisk and well-directed fire, which very soon threw them into
confusion; on which the corps composing the front line were
ordered to advance. Alarmed at this, and at the appearance of
the parties on their flanks, the enemy took flight. Having excel-
lent cattle, they easily drew off their guns. Our advanced corps
pursued them till they reached the Great Wyndburg. Here, as
it was dark, the General ordered the whole to halt and lie on
their arms for the night. We found the casualties of the day
had been very trifling—particularly considering the great noise
that had been made. One man killed and about twenty wounded
(two of whom are since dead) on our part; and a few more on that
of the Dutch.

¢ The fugitives carried the alarm into the town; and at ten
o'clock at night a flag came from Governor Sluyskin, &c., re-
questing a truce for forty-eight hours : one for twenty-four was
grented. General Craig met some commissioners from Cape Town
half-way from Camp on the morning of the 15th, when the capite
lation was agreed upon; end on the 16th the fort, the ordnance
stores, &c., were taken possession of for his Britannic Majesty.

¢ Nothing could have been more fortunate than the termination
of this affsir. Had the original terms offered by Sir George
Elphinstone and General Craig (before the arrival of our fleet)
been accepted, our commanders would have been tied down to the
invidious task of supporting a system of government deservedly
odious to almost all classes. The divided authority of the civil
government, under the Prince of Orange, and the military, under
his Britannic Majesty, would have proved a continual source of
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discord. No blame can be inferred from this on these two com-
manders, who acted under direct orders from home, and whose
primary object was to get possession by any means. The force
they had was not equal to the reduction of it; and the arrival of
our fleet in time was uncertain. On the other hand, had they
obliged us, by continuning an-infatuated resistance, to attack the
Enes, the consequences would have been dreadful. Our sucoess
would have been certain; and no power could have restrained an
army composed, like ours, of wild ssilors, and raw—I might
almost say undisciplined—soldiers, from carnage and plunder. Of
their tendency that way we had sufficient proofs. General Clarke,
by taking every precaution possible, prevented any depredations
of consequence.

“ We were no sooner in possession of the place than the com-
manders began to try by every means in their power to quiet the
minds of the inhabitants, to conciliate their affection, and to
reconcile them to the sudden change of government. This, to
judge from outward appearance, they were succeseful in; for, in
a very few days, all seemed restored to its former state. The
women, who had mostly fled to the country on hostilities com-
mencing, returned. Even the most violent Burghers, allured by
the prospect of gain, began to bring in their cattle. Every man
followed his former occupation, and a stranger would not have

believed a change had happened.”

From this memorandum of public events, which con-
tains one of the clearest narratives of the circumstances
attending the surrender of the Cape which I have ever
read, we may turn now to the record of Malcolm’s indi-
vidual impressions. In a passage of a letter to his eldest
sister we see not only what he thought of the Cape and
its people, but what he thought of his situation on the
General’s Staff, and how he was employed during the
two months which elapsed before his departure :

“J remain behind with the General, and do not expect to
leave this before the 15th of November. My situation with
General Clarke is everything that I could wish. He is a man of
a stamp not often met with—mild and gentlemanlike in his
manners, clear and just in his own conduct. He is a declared foe
to all dark dealings and to peculation; and in everything that
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regards the Government he is scrupulously just beyond any man
I ever knew. He never will, I am convinced, himself make an
indirect halfpenny; nor allow any person whom he can control
to do it. This is a proper man for an Indian to be with, for you
know we are all reported to have very different sentiments. He
carries on a good-humoured war with my negligent habits, and
my desire to please him makes me endeavour to conquer them. I
never was a swearer; but I can venture to say I never now, even
in an unguarded moment, let slip an oath. He abominates the
practice.

¢ This is a charming place—not very large, but uncommonly
neat and clean. The appearance is like the best part of Glasgow.
Their meat, vegetables, and fruit, are superior to (those of) any
country I ever was in; and their wines, of which they have great
variety, are excellent. Had I been rich enough, I would have
purchased some Constantia; but it is very dear, so I must there-
fore defer for a short period sending a pipe to Burnfoot.

¢ The inhabitants of the town are a cheerful, good-humoured
people—rather too phlegmatic; not so mad as I could wish them,
but on the whole make an agreeable society for sober-minded
people. The Dyong-Frows are some of them very pretty—play on
the harpsichord, and danse bien tolerable. They appeared more
lovely when their decent modest manners* were contrasted with
the ridiculous extravagance, both in dress and manners, of some
young ladies escaped from a London seminary on their flight
to India, to lead the fashions there, whosc behaviour made me
blush for them. I was at great pains to assure all I was ac-
quainted with that they were very diffcrent from the young ladies
in general in Great Britain. . . . .

“J have got an honorable, but troublesome, employment in
recruiting men out of the prisoners of war for the service of the
Company in India. A set of finer fellows I never knew—all
Germans, I have been very successful. I have hitherto acted
together with Lieutenant Owen from Bengal; but as he sails to-
morrow, the whole business falls on my shoulders. I expect in a
month to have upwards of 200 for Madras. Nearly 300 are
already embarked for Bombay and Bengal.”

¢ Lady Andrew Barnard, who went desty of the young ladies of the Cape.
to the Cape with Lord Macartneytwo Whatever their manners may have
years afterwards, gave a very unfavor- been, it secms that their morals were
able account of the decency and mo- execrable.
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CHAPTER 1V.

THE STAFF AT MADRAS.
[1796—1798.]

APPOINTMENT TO THE STAFF OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF—THE MILITARY
SECRETARYSHIP—LETTERS TO BUBNFOOT~—DEPARTURE OP SIR ALURRD CLARKE
~—APPOISTMENT TO THE STAFF OF GENERAL HARRIS—DEPARTURE OF LORD
HOBART—THE TOWN-MAJORSHIP OF FORT ST. GEORGE.

OF his return to India in the cold season of 1795-96,
John Malcolm found himself still a lieutenant. But as
Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief, he was in a better
position than many a much older officer. And how happy
and contented he was (in all respects but that of separa-
tion from his family), the following hastily-written, but
characteristic letters to Burnfoot, plainly declare :

JOHN MALCOLM TO HIS MOTHER.
' Madras, Feb. 6, 1796.

My pEAR MoTHER,—Although I am told that the shipe will
not sail for near a fortnight, I shall seize this leisure moment to
write to you. I am well, and situated in every respect as I could
wish. 1 am secretary to General Clarke, who is, without excep-

tion, one of the best men I ever knew. The employment is of -

that nature as to leave me hardly one idle moment—all the better
you will say; and all the better I say. The sight of all of you at
home has filled my breast with emulation to be worthy of such
relations. Bob will be rewarded for all his trouble in a princely

VOL. 1. E
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manner. He is, to a positive certainty, to be nominated Com-
mercial Resident at Vizagapatam, an appointment worth 40001, a
year. His prospects now are great, and it is fortunate for all who
have claims upon him, for he has a noble heart. In disposition,
he resembles more his father than any of the others, as I have
often told you—anxious and warm, but only for the moment.

"Tis a serious disappointment to both our not being destined
soon to meet, for I have a thousand things to communicate which
I never can by letter, though I (should) give him one once a
day. .

Y Ever your affectionate son,

JonN MarcoLu.

TO HIS SISTER MINA.

Madras, Aug. 6, 1796.

My pEAR MINNY,— . “Experience makes wise. I
have determined to surmount all that dread .that used to attach
to the writing of Europe letters, and though I may now and
then honor the seniors of the family with a production, you
insignificant folks ehall have nothing but hasty, uncorrected effu-
gions. 'These shall be short, but frequent. My present situation
leaves me but little time at my own disposal; but we must be
attendant and dependent upon the will of others before we .can
expeet attendance and dependence on our own.
. Bob is well, and must soon be a man of afluent fortune. Jack

is on the road to preferment, but not of a lucrative nature. If he
has good luck, he will be able to show hiindreds for Bob’s thou-
sands, ten years hence. Fortune was pictured blind, but she was
clear-sighted when she made your elder brother one of her fa-
vorites. He has not a thought of the value of money but as
it enables him to indulge the dictates of his noble disposition.
I would give the world for a month's leisure to go and see

I have hardly wrote a line of poetry since I left you. My time
is so completely engaged, and it is, perhaps, one of the most idle
amusements in the.world. Should (which is very probable) my
next situation give me more employment than this, I will com-.
mence encore, and sing you all to sleep. . . . . Stephy
mentions a long letter from you, in which you give a description
of a Miss Coates andastsMunro The latter I have seen. Her
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brother Tom® is a constant correspondent of mine. He is an
uncommon clever fellow.

Ever yours most affectionately,
J. M.

At this time Sir John Shore was Governor-General of
India. Lord Hobart was Governor of Madras. And
Sir R. Abercromby was Commander-in-Chief of Bengal.
In the begimming of 1797, the last-named officer resigned
his command, and Sir Alured Clarke stood appointed to
succeed him. The vacancy thus created at Madras was’
filled by the appointment of General Harris, who was
then at Calcutta, to the command of the Coast army.
Early in the month of March, 1797, Sir Alured Clarke
sailed for Bengal; and General Harris, on assuming the
duties of his new office, appointed his predecessor’s mili-
tary secretary to the same situation on his own staff.

There were circumstances, with the precise nature of
which I am not acquainted, to place it out of the power
of Sir Alured Clarke to appoint Malcolm his military .
secretary at the Chief Presidency.} But, attached as the

; %e late Sir Thoma? Munro. t0
e appointment of Becretary
the Commander-in-Chief of Bengal was,
in those days of splendid contracts and
munificent jobs, a most lucrative one.
The {ollo ‘extract from a letter

colm by a friend at
Lucknow exhibits, In a very amusing
manner, the perquisites of office :
« At the same time that I slmll be
Bengal ‘I el hat it will be
am very that i
ov:x;glgo your havg:gd secured a com-
and advantageous sitnation at
In your readiness to sacrifice
8 lendxd prospect to seoure a mo-
derm advantage, ﬁ“ have - shown
your good sense; but it is possible
you may not be aware of all the ad-
van which belong to_the Becre-
tary of the Commmder-m Chief in
Bengal. You would receive from 800

" mili

01000 rupees per month forpay,batta,
and house-rent, as
would have the mmagement of the
itary dawk without the provinces,
which 1s worth 3500 to 3000 per month.
g‘?godhvme::; ltahy:lg the davakls
TUpees, expense does
not exceed 400, which is more than
defrayed by the postagtes ;50 letters.
Taking ouradnntagua
md su] ypoamg General Clarke w:ﬁe“.
help th.mhng it wunld mnohI oannctb:
i
advantage to come romnd with
Lm You would be able to save a
mOf rupees ; nor, after havi

the m:gmhle situation o So-
G Commder-m-Chmf,

your presant one whenever
ycnchuetoretnmtothtmbhh-

E 2
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latter was to his old master,* he found his new position
as secretary to General Harris an agreeable one; and his
_letters, whilst a member of that excellent man’s family,
are full of cheerfulness and buoyancy of spirit. “You,
with all the rest,” he wrote to one of his sisters on the
15th of March, 1797, “will be rejoiced at my good for-
tune, the particulars of which I have wrote to my father.
Pulteny is ordered to Bengal, which, though it disap-
points my expectation of seeing him soon, I am happy
at, as it affords him an opportunity of refreshing his crew,
who are mostly ill of the scurvy; and he has already
seen his elder brother. The family I am now in is an
uncommon pleasant one. The General appears every-
thing that is honest and worthy—Madame, an amiable,
good woman; and Mademoiselle, sensible, pleasing, and
unaffected. This is a sketch on a very short acquaint-
ance. I promise that you shall become acquainted with
them as fast as Ido. . . . . General Clarke left us
-on the 6th instant. I never felt more than in parting
with him. His attention to me was excessive; and I

Malcolm. Mr. Lushington, indeed,

ment.”—[Mr. George Joknstone, Luck-
now, to Lieut. Jokn Malcolm ; October
26, 1796.
From the date of this letter, it would
pear thaii;:o m had secured ;.llixe
succession ) secre!
as far buztryas thet:tgsumg
of 1796. But Mr. Lushington, in his
Life of Lord Harris, says that “ in the
month of January, 1797, he (Hamt;i
received at Calcutta the unexpec
intelligence of his appointment to
command the army of .” This
discrepancy must be accounted
for on the hﬁothesis, either that the
allugion in Mr. Johnstone’s letter is
to the Town-Majorship of Madras, the
reversion of which may have been se-
Fhe- it of the Mokvary Bereotomsemms
of the
was 1n the hands of the Governor, ans
bad been promised by him to John

tells us that Lord Harris, * after a
short experience of his position in the
Council of Madras, felt thtli::elthq mi]lli-
tro; was so enfirely in the
mdsp::)f fmivﬂ Government, as to
be detrimental to the public service.”
This would :})ﬁeu’w be the true solu-
tion of the difficulty. -
* The attachment was reciprocal.
Sir Alured, soon after -his departure,
wrote to Malcolm, saying, “ Lord Ho-
bart, I hope, will continue his friendly
attention to you. Mine you may always
rely upon. For, to be sincere, long
acquaintance has satisfied me that the
rectitude of your head and heart en-
title you to expect and receive from
me all those good offices which th:dpar-
tiality of your other friends wished me
to show you when we first met.”
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have every reason to believe that he was as sorry to leave
me as I was to stay. He condescended to tell me the
circumstances which placed it out of his power to make
my situation in Bengal equal to what it was in Madras;
and in a point where my interest was the chief thing
consulted, attending him was out of the question. I sin-
cerely hope that he will return, as I have good reason to
think it will be seriously for my advantage; and I am
sure he is a man who, from his just and dispassionate
character, is peculiarly fitted to shine in a high civil
station. . . . . I keep my health uncommonly well
—rather inclined to get too stout. However, the con-
stant exercise I use will prevent that, in some degree.

. . Iam not fond of going out vmtmg at night.
The truth is, I get sleepy. I fear that this is a symptom
of age. To-night I am on duty, having the honor of
attending Mrs. and Miss Harris to return about a dozen
visits. I wish it wereover. . . . . You know I
can be the most serious man on earth when I assume that
character. I have not found that necessary for more
than five hours of my life, and I hope that I may laugh
through the remainder as happily. Laughing or crying,
I always am your affectionate brother.”

It may be gathered from his letters that John Malcolm
was never more in a “laughing” mood than at this period
of his life. He had good health, good spirits, and good
prospects. He was still “ Boy Malcolm ;" and he wrote
both to his friends in India and to dear old Burnfoot in
a strain which must have imparted something of its own
cheerfulness to the recipients of his laughing epistles. A
young officer on the staff of a governor or commander-in-/
chief leads a careless, though not an idle life. He is in
the midst of public affairs, but he is scarcely of them.,
He sees history, but does not act it. He has all the\
excitement, but none of the responsibilities of greatness.
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' He shares the pomp, but not the troubles of office. John
Malcolm at this time saw little of diplomacy, except its
ceremonials; and at these he. could afford to laugh.
The following letters—the first of which relates to a
grand public interview between the Governor of Madras.
and the Nabob of the Carnatic*—are significant of the
elasticity and sunny-heartedness of the writer at this
time:

' JOHN MALCOLM TO COLONEL CLIFFE.

Madras, April 7, 1797.

My pEAR CLIFFE,—It is some time since I wrote to you, and
had matters gone on without any extraordinaries, I should have
been silent longer—but we have had this morning a grand cere:
mony. To do it justice by description exceeds my ability; but I
will attempt to give you an idea of it.

At nine o'clock, all Company’s servents assembled in the Go-
vernor’s house in the Fort, and at ten the procession set out for
the Nabob's. Josiah Webbe, Esq., the Grand Secretary, went first
in & palanquin. He bore on his knees a silver salver, curiously
carved, on which lay a gold-embroidered purse that contained
the important letter from the Company to the Nabob. It was
followed by a party of troopers, who preceded the Right Honor-
able Lord Baron Hobart, who rode in a state-coach, attended
by aides-de-camp Beresford and Burroughs; after which, in a
chariot, came Lieutenant-General Harris, accompamed by Major
Gardiner ; next Colonel John Richardson, in a bandy, with
an ornamented hood; and after him Captains Young and Mal-
colm, in a neat Calcutta buggy. Mr. Councillor Saunders and
Postmaster-General Rowley followed in a post-chaise. Colonel
Close, Adjutant-General of the Army, in a palanquin, covered the
left flank of the select line; Mr. Private-Secretary Adderley the
right; whilst their rear was protected by the body-guard, under
Lieutenant. Montgomery, whose gallant appearance and active

* Oomdut-0ool-Omrah. His prede- until the spring of 1797 that the cus-

cessor,” Mahomet Ali, died in 1795. tomary congratulations of the Home

But commummtxon in Europe was Government on the accession of the
tardy in those days; and 1twaa not new Prince reached Madras.
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exertions on'this ocoasion it would be unpardonable to pass in
silenoe, -

Various ambitious characters attempted to gin the head of his
gusrd and crowd on the first lime~—but in vain. He wheeled and
charged in every direction to oppose their progress,. whilst: his
bright sword divided the air, and lightning flashed from his eyes.
His words, like his actions, denoted the fury of his soul. His
enemies' fled before him. Twe only dared to tempt his rage.
The first was the great Westoott, who sate in a seascolored car,
drawn by two fiery duns. He called to his charioteer to lash his
impatient coursers. His high mind revolted at remaining so long
behind. His faithful charioteer obeyed, and the pride of both
mounted for a moment, like the dust they raised, as they flew
along “ Stop—nor attempt to move beyond thy present sta-
tion,” pronounced with a voice of authority by one whose half-
lIifted sabre showed the charter on which he acted, met their
astonished ears. The affrighted charioteer pulled his reins; and
though the pale, quivering lip of his master showed the anguish
of his soul, he fell back silent and confounded.

Not dismayed by his friend’s defeat was the portly Ben (Roe-
buck®), whilst he reclined at length in a painted litter. He ordered
his attendants, who at once carried and guarded him, to poise
their sharp-pointed pikes (which were adorned with beautiful
tassels), and advanced to the foremost ranks. They shouted, and
rushed to the war. Their glittering arms and their numbers
would have appalled the boldest heart; bus they affected not our
hero’s. He singly charged the phalanx. They were dismayed.
Their coward hearts sunk, and the weapons which they had
wielded in their pride fell from their nerveless grasp. In vain
did their lord encourage and reproach—in vain did he give
bitter taunts to the foe. They bore him from the field of danger
to a place of safety, grumbling like the shaggy tenant of Siberia's
wild when his head is wounded by the arrow of the hunter. The
defeat of these heroes deterred all others from a similar fate; and
a motley throng, numerous as the stars, followed contented the
troop of warriors.

¢ Mr. Roebuck was an alderman of the Mayor's Court, and father of the
present member for Sheffield.
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I have mounted and rode very hard, and am only arrived at
the Nabob’s outer gate. Perhaps I may take another spurt at
the close; but at present, with your leave, Colonel, I will walk,
which, indeed, most parties did, to the palace. We passed
through a street of troops, who presented their arms to this won-
derful letter as it was carried near them. When at the inner
gate, the Nabob advanced to meet the Governor, who briefly
explained the purport of his visit. We followed the great men
into the dewan-khana, or hall of audience, in the centre of which
was a small carpet with silken cushions, covered by a golden
canopy, supported by painted pillars, and hung round with blue
lustres. Under this his Highness led the Lord; and, whilst Gene-
rals, Counsellors, and other distinguished personages pressed near,
M. Secretary Webbe read the honored letter in & clear and audible
tone.

You, no doubt, recollect the Vicar of Wakefield. If you do, you
are acquainted with most of this letter. The company begin,
like Miss Wilhelmina Carolina Skeggs, expressing their sorrow
at his Highness’s father's death, and then they express their joy
on his ascending the Musnud; and then they express their ap-
proval of the advice given, and the offers made of a modifica-
tion of the treaty of '92 by Lord Hobart; and then they express
their disappointment at the Nabob’s refusing them. They have,
they say, given the Lord orders to open another negotiation, and
they beg the Nabob will listen to him. If he does, he will make
them a happy Company, and essentially benefit himself. If he
does not, it will be an unfavorable commencement of his reign,
and may affect materially their future conduct towards him. In
all these sentiments they declare that they are joined by his
Majesty’s Ministers—* given under our great seal at Leaden-
hall-street.”

All was now over, and each sought his home. I had forgot to
mention that there were two or three salutes and some volleys of
musketry on the occasion. .

A man who sits down to wnbe a letter about nothing must
waste ink, pens, and paper; and try the patience of his friends.
"Tis a true remark, and happily exemplified by

Yours sincerely,
J. MavcoLM.
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JOHN MALCOLM TO HIS SISTER AGNES.*
Madras, Oct. 16, 1797.

MY DEAR NANCY,—I am tired of writing politics and non-
sense—of forming ingenious premises, and drawing therefrom
most wise conclusions. Such being my state, what is the remedy?
Can there be a better than scrawling a Europe letter to a nice,
Light-hearted sister, whose eyes are keen enough to unravel my
hieroglyphics, and whose heart is good enough to excuse my
errors ?—** None better.” I will swallow the draught this mo-
ment, though it is near ten o'clock; and I am mistaken if I have
not a good night's rest after it.

It is, my dear Nancy, one of those still clear nights, which your
friend Mrs. Radcliffe would dwell on for many pages. I wish
that admirsble young woman were here. I would lead her a
walk which would equal one of her journeys in the Mysteries of
Udolpho.

Do you remember, when we were all young, sitting round the
parlour fire at Burnfoot ? You were reading the most dreadful
of the castle-scenes. All was hushed attention. My father leant
with his head gently resting on the cornice of the chimney-piece,
while it also received additional support from the two forefingers
of his right hand. Yes—I can never forget his position. At this
moment, a ight tread, like that of a human foot, was heard in the
winding dark passage which leads from the kitchen to the parlour.
It drew little attention. The sweet, mellow tone of your voice,
the awfulness of the subject, were too attractive;—but it far ex-
ceeds the humble power of my pen to tell how we were roused
from this delightful state.

A rumbling noise was heard at the door : all looked round in
amaze. The pages you had perused were imprinted on our me-
mory—the supernatural scenes they represented were present to
our imagination. The parlour door burst open—ten thousand
small black devils flew into the room: they were impelled in
every direction by a fury in the shape of a woman. All was con-
fusion : some shrieked ; others tried to gain the windows. My
father, after oversetting two chairs in attempting to retreat, ven-
tured to look round. He saw what we then all began to discover

® Agnes Maloolm died at Irvine, April, 1636, aged 73.

4
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—that our alarm was caused by the pretty Peggy MNeill, whose
foot had elipped at the parlour-door, which she wished to open to
bring in a basket of coals to rekindle our almost extinct fire.

¢This is the consequence, girls,” said my father, pretty quickly
—*tthis is the oomsequence of your novels and romances. The
mind is destroyed: fanoy takes complete posseesion ; and you see
what a piece of work she makes. Why, I was almost alarmed
myeelf. It required all the firmmess I poseess to prevent mistaking
Peggy M‘Neill, that honest .1ass there, for Hecato, and the coels
for her attendant devils.

“This is all you, Nancy,” he continued ; ‘“you persuade your
uncle to send you down all the trash from London, and then
prevail on us to listen. Lay it aside—lay it aside; and get John
to read us a fewpagesof‘Reld on the Intellectual. Powers.’
He has lately perused it,-and will tell you what a noble work it is
for confirming the judgment, and making the mind firm in her
principles.”

“ Indeed” (you said), ¢ father, but I'll do no such thing as
leave off this nice book for.any nonsense about Philosophy. As
for John and his firm principles, his mind is wonderfully prepared
by these fine books, to be sure.- He showed more of his bodily
than his intellectual powers when he almost killed me by jumping
from the chair to the window, frightened at a basket of coals.”
After this sally, Nancy, you began again. The fire grew more
bright. My father went away; but returned in a few minutes,
and sate as attentive as the rest to hear the sequel of the Mysteries
of Udolpho.

“ But never mind the night and Mrs. Radeliffe, John. What
are you about? Do you keep your health? Have you any fine
Behauder® horses, as you used to call them? What do you do in
the morning—and what in the evening? Have you any fine
ladies at Madras? Do you ever write any odes ?”"—Patience, and
I will answer these questions in regular order.

As to my health, it is as good as you could wish it. I have
two fine prancing horses—fellows that beat the air and paw the
ground. They are both grey. One of them was born at the
souxce of the Indus, and the other within a few miles of Ispahan,

* Literally, a great lord; means here, prowd, prancing.
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in Persin. I could not wish & wife with a sweeter disposition than
they both possess—nor one with more fire and spirit.

I pass my mornings-in a way which I trust will make my
evenings, some time hence, more comfortable.

My evenings at presemt do not pass unpleasantly—far from it
I have a most agreeable home; and if disposed to vist, which I
seldom am, I meet a welcome in families both genteel and lively.

As to ladies—I don’t know that we have any positively fine.
But we have several good mothers, and some promising dangh-
ters; and what more would you wish ?

‘When I have an idle hour and wish to keep my eyes open, I
take up my Hafiz, fire my imagination, and if the fit lasts, I
translate an ode. But. I seldom get through it. If a stanza dis-
pleases me, or a thyme won’t come, I curse the idle amusement,
tear all I have written, throw the pen out of the door, and begin
reading Smith’s Wealth of Nations.

I, however; succeeded better yesterday. I finished an ode,
which I now enclose. It appears of the wicked order; but this is
appearance only—and so you may tell any old Presbyterian witch
that finds fanlt with it. Its wickedness arises out of her igno-
rance. Hafiz was a boly writer. His compositions resemble the
Song of Solomon. Where he mentions the Tavern, he means
Paradise. The Cup-bearer is the angel Gabriel. His Mistress
is the Almighty; and Wine is Divine Love, &c., &c., &c. This
I have been assured of by the wisest men of the East.

When he died in his native town, Shirsz, all the inhabitants
were.not convinced of this. Several ignorant, plain men took the
meaning as it was written; and declared its tendency was to pro-
mote luxury and disipation, and that the author did not deserve
to be interred in sacred ground. Others, confident of its latent
purity, contended that he almost deserved divine honors for the
services he had done to religion by his holy, though mystical, works.
The parties were violent. One endeavoured to convey the corpee
to the burial-ground—the other opposed; and bloodshed ensaed.
At last it was determined, by mutual consent, that his own book
should finish the dispute. It was to be opened at randoma. The
finger of a man blinded was to point to the couplet. Ifit was, on
resding, foumd to be of a nature to encourage vice, the friends of
the poet agreed to relinquish their object. If on the comtrary,
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his remains were to be quietly interred. The appeal is common
in the East, and particularly made to the holy Koran by Princes
before they undertake any affair of importance.

In the present instance, the scene was highly interesting. The
fury of mistaken zealots was likely to debar from its last mournful
rites the body of one whose name had given celebrity to their
country. All was anxiety. The most learned of the Moulavees
held the book, and was appointed to read the couplet which fate
decreed to decide the important dispute. The Heaven-directed
finger was placed on the two concluding lines of one of his most
serious but most beautiful odes:

Withdraw not your steps from the obsequies of Hafiz;
Though he be imm in sin he will rise into Paradise.

The shout of joy was general. Every one was convinced;
and all Shiraz attended his funeral. A superb tomb was built over
him; and it is to this day visited by the learned and the pious
from all quarters of the globe.

I will write you a grave letter in January.

Your affectionate brother,
J. M.

But although at this time Malcolm led a careless and a
happy life, it was not an idle one. He had, indeed, an
irrepressible desire not only to accumulate information
for himself, but also to impart it to others. Ever since
he had first made the acquaintance of Sir John Ken-

naway,”* he had longed to

* He continued to correspond with

i tleman, who had y re-
:racts f:: Enhi]and. The 5:20 ing ex-

m his correspondence belo:

to this period, and are not without :18-
terest :—“I am in the same situation,”
wrote Malcolm, “as when I wrote
you last—Persian interpreter and se-
cretary to General Harms, who is kind
and attentive to a degree. With Ge-
neral Clarke I keep up a constant cor-
respondence, and have a pride in think-
ing I stand high in his esteem. I
anxiously look for his succession to

take an active part in the

{his mmment, to Hwhliﬁkhe has so
ong posted. He makes no pro-
mises, and no one .knows vhatp he
means to do till he has an opportunit

of doing it. This I am convinced of,
that he has an anxious wish to pro-
mote my in and will lose no

opportunity of doing it.”’—[ 4 31,
1?83 y of doing [dugust

again:—All my hopes still
point fo being some dqyempr in
the diplomatic line, which makes me
extremely solicitous that my friends at
home should lose no opportunity of
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great game of diplomacy. He saw, indeed, that there
were events then taking shape in the womb of Time,
which would render it essential to the interests of the
nation that the British-Indian Government should have
at its disposal men thoroughly acquainted with the
history and constitution of the Native States of India.
And seeing this, he set himself resolutely to work, to
acquire the desiderated information, by corresponding
and conversing with the best-informed men in the coun-
try; and to supply the intelligence thus acquired, in
the shape of Minutes and Memoirs, to the Government
under which he served. The papers upon these impor-
tant subjects, which he sent in to Lord Hobart, were
graciously received. The Governor encouraged him to
proceed in the good work of collecting and digesting in-
telligence ; and Malcolm applied himself diligently to it,
in the entire confidence that it would, at no very remote
date, be found of eminent use in the advancement, not
merely of his own interests, but of the welfare also of the
State.

At this time Lord Hobart was about to retire from
the Government of Madras; and it was believed that Sir
Alured Clarke would succeed him. But Sir John Shore
was also about to lay down the reins of office; so Sir
Alured, as Senior Member of Council in Bengal, stood
next for the Governor-Generalship, and in March, 1798,
he entered upon its duties. Meanwhile, in the preceding
month, Lord Hobart had taken his departure, and been

getting me mentioned to great mem exercise. I have left off, with other
coming out either to Bengal or Madras. idle habits, my poetical flights. 1 do,
I can promise much arranged informa- however, attempt an ode now and then,

tion; and the flaltering notice of as you will sce by the enclosed, vhig

several 1 have given in has en- I translated two days ago to send
eunngesagfsto persevere in the pur- my sister. They insist on having non-
suit. . . . . My healthisascon- sense of the kind sent to Burnfoot
firmed as you could wish it. I live once or twice a year.”==[ October 16,
moderately, and take a great deal of 1797.]
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suceceeded, for the time, by General :Harris, who was now
at the head both of the civil and military affairs of the
- Coast. The change was beneficial to Malcolm, who was
nominated Town-Major of Fort St. George—an office
- then of far greater honor and emolument than it is at the
- present time. But it had not the virtue of permanency.
The appointment, indeed, was considered as a personal
appendage to the Governor of the day, like any other
" part of the constitution of his *family.” As Malcolm
only stepped in during an interregnum, his incumbency
was therefore more than usually uncertain and preca-
rious.* He held the appointment until the autumn of
the same year. Lord Clive, who had been appointed
Governor of Madras, arrived at the end of August; and
new arrangements were made for the Town-Majorship of
the Fort.

To Malcolm this was a matter of but little moment.
He had recommended himself ere this to the notice of
one higher in office than the Governor of Madras. Lord
Clive became in due course one of Malcolm’s fastest
friends—but no man esteemed his worth or appreciated
his services more than did Lord Wellesley.

* Letter of John Malcolm to Lord ness in mentioning me to Lord Morn-
Hobart — [Marck 25, 1798] — “Sir ington. Had that nobleman been
John Shore left Calcutta on the 8th destined for Madras, your friendly re-
inst. I fear Sir Alured’s reign will be commendation would probably have
short, as I observe by intelki which caused my ining in the lucrative
arrived this morning that Lord Mom- situation of Town-Major, which I can
ington sailed on the 8th of November. hardly expect to be so fortunate as to
As T do not find any person is named keep under General Harris’s successor;
for Madras, I chenish hopes of being though, if my friends know I fill it be-
Town-Major a few months longer.” fore any Governor leaves England, they

To General Ross, who had been will mznnllyonsnchanowasionmrt
Lord Cornwallis’s secretary, he also their interests, as I have made them
wrote, soon afterwards — [May 15, aware of its consequence. If I remain
1798] — “I cannot lose a moment in one year, I shall have a little foundation
thanking you for your attentive kind- on which I may erect a goodly castle.”
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CHAPTER V.

HYDERABAD AND MYSOQRE.
[1798—1799.]

ARRIVAL OF LORD WELLBALEY=—THE HYDERARAD ASSISPANTSHIP==DIKRANDNENT
OF THE YRENCH CORPS—MALCOLM’S SHARE IN THE OFERATIONS—VOYAGE TO
CALCUTTA—MEETING WITH LORD WELLESLEY—THRE SIEGE OF SERINGAPATAM
~—THE MYS0RE COMMISSIONERSHIP-~KETUXN T0 NYDERABAD.

On the 26th of April, 1798, Lord- Wellesley* landed at
Madras, on his way to the seat of the Supreme Govern-
ment of India, over which he had been appointed to pre-
side. He remained on the Coast until the second week
" of May; and then resumed his voyage to Calcutta.

During the brief sojourn of the new Governor-General
at Madras, Captain Malcolmy ventured to forward to him,
through his private secretary,} some of the papers which
he had drawn up on the Native States of India, and to
express at the same time a hope that, when opportunity
offered, he might be employed in the diplomatic line of
his profession. 1In those days nearly all the ¢ political”
appointments .in the country were held by military offi-
cers. The civil servants of the Company, though then be-
ginning to shake off their old mereantile character, were

® It need Imrdlybemdthathe ;Hempmtodmtlmyar

was then Lord ommgton but for (1708

the sske of auniformity, I shall use Mr. Henry Wellesley, afterwards
throughont the name hmhhen Ideowley
hunmhduy



64 HYDERABAD AND MYSORE.

seldom despatched to the Courts of the Native Princes.
In such men as Kennaway, Scott, Collins, the two Kirk-
patricks, and other soldiers, the Indian Governments
found agents of rare energy and ability to conduct our
relations with what in the language of the day was
called the “ Country Powers.” It was not until some
time after the dawn of the new century that the diplo-
matic skill of such men as Jenkins, Elphinstone, Met-
calfe, and Russell was called forth; and the civilians of
the day successfully competed with the soldiers for the
chief places at the *“ Residencies” planted in the different
Native States.

It was to the Court of Hyderabad that Malcolm now
turned his desiring eyes. He had, years before, acquired
some experience of the affairs of the Nizam. He had
seen much for himself; his early intimacy with Sir John
Kennaway, and his subsequent correspondence with the
Kirkpatricks, had enlarged his knowledge of the Deccan,
and strengthened the interest with which he regarded all
that related to its government and its people. That in-
terest, however, was not of a very pleasurable kind. In
truth, he despised the one and pitied the other. But the
field of employment was a good one. A crisis of some
sort or other was evidently approaching. And John
Malcolm, whose nature it was ever to wish to be what
is called ““in the thick of it,” thought that there could be
no better opportunity of gratifying his eager desire after
a stirring life than that afforded by a diplomatic appoint-
ment at the Court of Hyderabad. A vacancy had op-
portunely presented itself. Colonel Kirkpatrick, who
had succeeded Sir John Kennaway, had joined the staff
of the Governor-General, whom he had met at the
Cape; and Captain Kirkpatrick, who had held a subor-
dinate situation at the Nizam's Court, was now appointed
Resident in his brother’s stead. For the office of Assis-




APPOINTMENT TO HYDERABAD. 65

tant to the Resident thus vacated, Malcolm lost no time
in applying. The papers which he had forwarded to
Lord Wellesley had been graciously received. That
statesman, whose quick discernment of merit was not the
least remarkable of his many remarkable qualities, saw °
at a glance that the writer was a man to be employed.
So he answered promptly to the application, in the fol-
lowing affirmatory letter:

LORD WELLESLEY TO CAPTAIN MALCOLM.

Fort William, Sept. 10, 1798.

Sir,—The office of Resident at Hyderabad having become
vacant by the resignation of Colonel Kirkpatrick, I have this day
appointed Captain Kirkpatrick to succeed him; and it afforded
me great satisfaction at the same time to nominate you Assistant
at that Court, having learnt from my brother that in a letter to
him you had stated that such a situation would be acceptable to
you.

In conferring this appointment upon you, I have been governed
by no other motive than my knowledge of the zeal, activity, and
diligence with which you have pursued the study of the native
languages and the political system of India; and I take this op-
portunity of expressing my satisfaction at your having made choice
of a situation in which I am persuaded you will render essential
service to the publick, and satisfy your honorable desire of distinc-
tion. I wish to see you previous to your proceeding to Hydera-
bad, and as soon as may be convenient for you -after you have re-
ceived this letter. There are many circumstances relative to the
political system of India which it is proper you should learn from
me as early as possible. It will also be advantageous to the publick
service that you should thoroughly understand my opinions on
various points, with a degree of accuracy which cannot be conve-
niently stated in writing. I therefore hope that you will contrive
to visit Calcutta soon after the receipt of this letter. I shall by
this day’s post apprise Lord Clive of your appointment, in order
that the necessary steps may be taken for procuring your leave of
absence.

Iam, yours, &c.,
MornNINGTON.

VOL. 1. F
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.John Malcolm’s foot was now fairly in the stirrup,:and
he felt .that, God willing, there was nothing teo keep him
from riding straight to the top of the hill.

Had this letter reached him at Madras, he. would have
taken ship at once for Calcutta; but he had already
started for Hyderabad before it was put into his hands.*
There was work first to be done at the seat of his new
Lord Wellesley was bracing himself up
for the coming contest with the Sultan of Mysore. The
approaching cold season was to see his armies in motion.
In the mean while, certain arrangements were to be made
to secure the effective co-operation of our allies. A new
treaty was negotiated with the Nizam, and a few days
before the date of the above letter Captain Kirkpatrick
reported its conclusion. It was stipulated that four bat-
talions of British troops should be added to the force
posted in the Nizam’s dominions, and that we should
protect him against the unjust demands of his enemies.

convenience and yours.”’—/[ Ocfober 16,
1798.] The only copy of Malcolm’s
answer to Lord esley’s letter in
my possession is one which Mr. John
Pasley forwarded to the family at Burn-

* Tt appears from the followi -
sage, upon which I have accidl:a%tgll”y
alighted in a letter from Captain Kirk-
patrick to Mr. Edmonstone, that Mal-
colm did not receive Lord Wellesley’s

letter till he had nearly reached Hy-
derabad :—“I was in great hopes,’
writes Kirkpatrick, “that Captu'nm-
colm’s arrival would effectually exone-
rate you in future from the trouble-
some task of occasional translations of
the esarers: but, alas! I have only en-
joyed the benefit of his company to be
more sensible of his loss. He received
ot Hydsrabad, foom Lo Morasagton,
of Hyderabad, from 0! D,
directing him-for. certain -assi rea-
80 ea hﬁﬁ ﬁo Calcl:ltta previous

proceeding huther; and so eager is
Captain Malcolm’s desire to obey his
Lordship’s .summons, .thet I believe I
must consent to his indulging it with-
out_further ret'erendt:,;n hzweve; much
against my own judgment, or however
greatly atsthe ex]peme both of my own

‘the Nizam’s emnltal

foot. It is dated the 10th of October,

’  but does not indicate the place whence

it was written. In this letter Malcolm
«] was yesterday honored with

says:
a g:plieate of your Lordship’s letter,

under date of the 20th ultimo;” the
original letter being dated on the 10th.
It would appear from this, that before
the receipt of Lord Wellesley’s letter
Malcolm had received (probably from
Mr. Henry Wellesley or Colonel Kirk-

ick) private intimation of his ap-
pointment .to Hyderabad, and had
started same time in September for
He was relieved
of the Town~Majorship on the 38th of
August S:week after Lord Clive’s ar-
rival), when Captain Alexander Grant
was aapointed, “vice Malcolm, re-
signed.
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Tn return for this, his Highnesspledged himself to psy an /
augmented subsidy for the support of the English troope,
and to disband the French corps which he held in his
pay.

Ever since the times of ‘Dupleix and Bussy this corps
had been growing in bulk and importance. In the early
days of our contests with the French in Southern India,
they had discerned the expediency of establishing an in-
fluence at the Court of Hyderabad. And they believed
that this could be effected in no better manner than by
the application of European skill and enterprise to the
organisation and equipment of the rude and disorderly
battalions which constituted the military force of the
Nizam. The experiment halted at the outset. The
beginning was small ; the progress was not rapid. At
the time of the preceding war with Tippoo there had
been only two regiments, officered by Frenchmen, in the
service of the Nizam. But now that we were about a
second time to advance upon Seringapatam, we found
that there were fourteen thousand men in the Hyderabad
country, disciplined and commanded by European officers.
The interval had been a period of trouble and danger
to the Nizam. His old enemies, the Mahrattas, had
invaded his dominions'; his sons had risen up in re-
volt against him; and he had been faim to strengthen
himself by resorting to the readiest means at his disposal
for putting down beth his foreign :and this- domestic foes.
Under Raymond, ‘2 Frenchman of great -ability and ad- |
dress, who had originally served under Lally, the two or
three ‘battalions which had been-disciplined by European
officers had rendered essemtial service to their harasssd
-employer, who thensaw in ‘the augmentation of this foree
an element of safety, which at ‘the ime ‘he could discern
nowhere else. So the French force had increased both

in numbers and efficiency. Assignments of territury had
F2
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been made for its payment. Foundries were established
under competent European superintendence. Guns were
cast. Muskets were manufactured. Admirably disciplined
and equipped, Raymond’s levies went out to battle with
the colors of Revolutionary France floating above them,
and the Cap of Liberty engraved on their buttons.

It was obvious to Lord Wellesley that this state of
things, at a time when the French were intriguing with
“ Citizen Tippoo,” was fraught with extreme inconveni-
ence and embarrassment, if not with danger, to the
British-Indian Government. So he at once resolved to
make a bold stroke for the entire overthrow of the
French power at Hyderabad. Circumstances favored
the design. Raymond was dead.* The Nizam’s Prime
Ministert was friendly to British interests. The French
were inefficiently represented at Court. It was not diffi-
cult, therefore, to persuade the Hyderabad Government
that their real interest lay (as indeed it did) in accepting
the protection of the British to the utter exclusion of all
other European states. Kirkpatrick’s negotiations were
successful. The Nizam undertook, as the price of our
protection, to disband the French corps, and to surrender
its European officers into our hands.

There were already two battalions of British troops in
the Deccan. Whilst the negotiations were going on at
Hyderabad, four additional battalions, under Colonel
Roberts, were pushed quietly forward from the side of
Guntoor. It was felt that the operation was one of some
difficulty and danger, augmented by that crookedness of
policy which characterised all Native Courts, and none
more than that of Hyderabad. The movement was a
secret one. It is said, indeed, that it was not known
even to the Madras Government.

* He died on the 25th or 26th of  + Aristo Jah, oommonly known by
March, 1798. his title of Azim-00l-O;




MALCOLM'S OPINIONS. 69

Officially, perhaps, it was not; but to the practised eye
of the Indian statesman there were signs—of which the
gathering of troops in Guntoor was not the least—indi-
cating that a blow was about to be struck in the direc-
tion of Hyderabad; and the dissolution of the French
corps seemed to be the most probable object of the
movement. The measure was one of the expediency of
which Malcolm had for some time been thoroughly
- convinced. He had often descanted upon its advantages;
but, admitting the risk and responsibility of so bold a
stroke, he had doubted whether any new Governor-
General would be found with nerve emough to incur
them. In April he had written to Lord Hobart, imme-
diately on the receipt of tidings of Raymond’s death:

*This is the period, my Lord, when a Governor-General of
energy might give the fatal blow to that alarming power which
the French have gained in the Deccan. The Minister himself,
alarmed by Sindhiah, and doubtful of his professed friends at
Hyderabad, solicits our aid, and will allow us to dictate the terms.
Aware of the arguments on both sides of this important question,
I shall regret, more than I can express, if the opportunity of se-
curing ourselves almost beyond the possibility of danger on this
side of India is lost. But an effectual interference is a step of too
much responsibility for a new Governor-General to take, unless he
Ppossesses uncommon nerve. He will hesitate, before he sees his
road clearly, to adopt a measure of such consequence; and when
his eyes are opened on all the solid advantages likely to accrue,
the opportunity will be past.”

And again, in August, he had written more in detail
upon the same subject :

I imagine the detachment collected in Guntoor may be even-
tually meant for the expulsion of this nest of democrats—an im-
portant service, which, if Lord Mornington effects, he will deserve
well of his country. I am not of opinion that this would at any
time be unattended with risk; but perhaps at this time less than
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another,. from the dissensions- of the officers at the head of. the
party. But risk or not, the necessity of the attempt appears to
me to be paramount. Whilst our connexion with the Nizam is
liable, from that party and other prevailing interests, to be con-
tinually disturbed, we ever must be in a state of extreme inse-
curity on the Coast, as no military establishment which our re-
venues can afford will ever be sufficient to protect us from ruinous
predatory incursions of Horse, and we never can, unless the
Decean is friendly, carry on a successful offensive war against the
Sultan. The favorable disposition of Azim-ool-Omrah affords us
an opportunity of forming an alliance with the Deccan beyond
the power of intrigue to destroy; and good policy demands that
those democrats should be removed from the confidence of our
best ally before we venture on any other measure; and I sincerely
hope that this is Lord Mornington’s intention. If it is, he has
done right in assembling our force to meet the Sultan, and pre-
parations should be continued, lest he should be obliged to recede
from a plan, to prevent the execution of which serious difficulties
may be expected to obtrude. Armed at all points, he will pro-
bably succeed in whatever he attempts; were he not, the chances
would be against him. For the inevitable necessity of this at-
tempt, and for the dangers which attend it, we have to thank the
late Governor-General, whose timid policy allowed this party to
gain the height which they have reached without remonstrance,
rather than incur the most remote risk of the peace being dis-
turbed during his placid reign. If an interference of Providence
had not deprived the French party at this moment of a leader
equally calculated by prudence and resolution to accomplish his
ends, we might soon have begun our comments on the effects of a
moderate and conciliatory system.” ‘

It was with no common satisfaction, therefore, that,
two months later, Malcolm found not only that this great
masterstroke of policy was on the eve of accomplishment,
but that he was himself approaching the gates of Hyder-

‘abad with credentials enabling him to take an active
part in giving it effect. He was, indeed, full of hope for
the future destinies of our Indian Empire. It was obvious
now that the right man had been sent to India at the
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right time. He had been longing for the advent of
a Governor-General of vigor and determination, not
weighed down by a sense of the responsibility of his
position; and now he felt that under such a man as
Lord Wellesley there was nothing he was not equal to
accomplish.

And now Malcolm took his first great practical lesson
in Oriental diplomacy. All that he had learnt before
had been as a looker-on ; as a student of Indian politics
rather than a participator in them.* But now he was

. about to take part in the exciting realities of strenuous
action. He could hardly have been initiated into his
new profession under more favorable auguries. It was
decreed that his public life should be a stirring one, and
it could scarcely have had a more stirring beginning
than that which was now before him. In the concur-
renoe of circumstances which brought Malcolm, in so
critical a conjuncture, to the gates of Hyderabad, and
enabled him to become no insignificant actor in one of
the most remarkable events of Indian history, we see the
first link, as it were, in a long chain of providential dis-
pensations, from the consideration of which it would ap-
pear as though it had been his especial mission to take
part in, and in some measure to control, all the most
troublous incidents of the quarter of a century over which
ranged his diplomatic career. Wherever there was diffi-
culty and disturbance, there, it will be seen as this nar-
rative advances, was John Malcolm sure to be. He
thought himself fortunate now to have arrived at Hyder-
abad just in time forthe great coup d’état which was to

* Ever since his return to Madeas Thomas Munro, Lord Hobert, Sir
he had been continaally corresponding John Kemmaway, and General Ross,
Tagian oo the puslio sk of the s frequeat, and ho was {biroughly

on t i irs of was frequent, a was ly
former country. pA‘:lon%!:ther cor- versed in the politics of that Court.
respondents were the Kirkpatricks,
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shatter to pieces for ever the growing influence of the
French in the Deccan. -

But the difficulty and the hazard of the work before
the British officers at Hyderabad were not to be con-
cealed. Palpable at all times, they were now rendered
more -apparent by the crooked policy of the Nizam’s
Court. The Nizam had entered into a solemn engage-
ment to disband the French regiments, and to give up
their European officers to the representatives of the
British Government. But no sooner had Colonel Roberts’
force arrived than it became apparent that the terms of
the treaty would be grudgingly, if at all, fulfilled. That
the Nizam should have parted reluctantly with men who
had rendered him good service in the hour of need, is
not otherwise than natural and honorable. Viewed from
the English side, the dissolution of the French corps was
a masterpiece of policy. But the sympathies of our
common humanity may yet be awakened in favor of the
sufferers, when we contemplate the rending of all those
ties which had bound the soldier and the officer toge-
ther, and linked the united military body to the State.
Doubtless, it was a necessity; but it was a cruel one.
And when the hour of parting arrived; it was not strange
that there should have been a plentiful growth of subter- -
fuge and evasion to delay the fulfilment of a stipulation
so painful and so humiliating both to the French party
and the Hyderabad Court.

But over and above this natural and creditable reluc-
tance, there was all that innate duplicity and evasiveness
which is inseparable from the diplomacy of a Native
Court. Seldom or never are the conditions of a treaty
with an Oriental potentate fulfilled, except under strong
compulsion. The Nizam’s Ministers, on the arrival of
Colonel Roberts' force, were eager to see it encamped in
a position where it could be of little use in overawing
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the French battalions. But the British Resident saw
plainly enough that the success of his measures depended
upon the promptitude with which our troops could be
brought to operate upon their lines.* Had he been irre-
solute in this conjuncture, the whole force might have
decamped, and carried their services to Tippoo, to be
turned against us in the coming war.

A German officer, npamed Piron, had succeeded Ray-
mond in the chief command of the force.t It was now
reported at the Residency that he was in personal com-
munication with the Ministers; that he had a stronger
party than we had suspected at Court; and that dan-
gerous intrigues were on foot, which were likely to defeat
the peaceable ratification of the treaty, and render coer-
cion necessary. There were divided councils in the
Durbar. The interests of the Mahrattas, of Tippoo, of
the French, had each their supporters among the chief

® Captain Kirkpatrick wrote to the
Minixbe%a' : “The case is this:
The of the treaty is the
apprehension and delivery of the geople
you know, and the disbandment of their
party in such manner that no trace of
their present form shall remain. I will
t for a moment that the affair in
will be brought to an easy con-
clusion, by the plan devised by the
Minister ; still it is as evident as the

sun, that unless the detachment is p

P stationed, the execution of
will be impracticable; for if
the ish troops should cross the
river and encamp on this side, it is
possible that the whole of the party
u know, finding no obstruction, may
eave their cannon behind, and by lo;
marches go over to Sultan an
others, or that the officers and sergeants
may escape alone, and thus the advan-
tages ex from the labor and ex-
ertion of bringing an lish force
hither be entirely defi As the
very soul, moreover, of the treaty was

et e e i
e A or
that any deviation therefrom should

take place.”
. Ee was a man, in all respects,

vastly inferior to Raymond. 8,
of him in a letter to Lord Hobart,
written in Apn'l, 1798, Malcolm says:
 Raymond is succeeded by M. Piron,
a rough, violent democrat ; a man with
more hostile dispositions to us than his

redecessor, but less dangerous.” In
another letter (to General Ross) ke
speaks of Piron as “a rough democrat,
a stranger to that temper and those
conciliating manners by which his pre-
decessor won his way to greatness.”
And in a later letter to Lord Hobart,
whilst narrating how some Boubahdars
who had rg.h 'fm':l: our mll:  had
been & ended in the French lines,
he sayzp « Had Raymond lived, the
taking up of these men would not have
been an easy task. But Piron has no
ability, and his authority is far from
being generally acknow »
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servants of the Nizam. Strong personal motives;. too,.
were at work to thwart the efforts of the British Minister.
Every pretext for: evasion and delay was. seized upon
with. avidity by the upholders of the. French party. It
was even reported that peace had been declared between
the English and French; that the hostile designs of the
former against Tippoo were at an end; and the terri-
tories ceded after the last war were to be restored to the
Sultan. But Meer Allum,* who knew the English well,
and who had consistently supported our cause, promptly
silenced the report, saying, “If perchance the island of
Great Britain should be swallowed up by the sea, then
such a peace would be probable. Till that event takes
place, it is impossible.”

Eager as Kirkpatrick and Malcolm were to accomplish
the dissolution of the French force without shedding a
drop of blood, they felt that it must be done at all
hazards, and they feared that the crooked policy of the
Hyderabad Durbar would compel them to resort to
violence. It was necessary, at all events, that the troops
at the Resident’s disposal should assume a threatening
attitude, and be prepared at a moment’s- notice to fire
on the French lines. There were two brigades, well
equipped and ready for action—the components of the
old subsidiary force under Colonel Hyndman, and the
reinforcements which had just arrived under Colonel
Roberts. The former were moved up-to attack the rear
of the French camp; the latter were ready to advance
upon its front.f From such a disposition of our forces

* Meer Allum was at this time com- concerted that Colonel Hyndman’s
mander of the Nizam’s Mogul troops, corps should move early next morning
in_which capacity he soon afterwards to a position about 400 yards in the
led the Hyderabad troops to Serin rear of M. Piron’s camp, between which
patam. See note at the end of the and him was the river; there being no
chapter. L ford for guns, those with Colonel

+ Malcolm, in his journal of ococar- Hyndman’s corps were to play from
rences at Hyderabad, says: “It was the bank he was encamped upon, which
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there was no esesape. The French troops were now
completely at our mercy.

It was on the 20th of Oectober, 1798, that our bat-
talions teok wup the position which thus fearfully
threatened the total annihilation of the French corps.
On the same morning a message was brought to the
British Resident, declaring that it was the intention of the
chief Minister immediately to fulfil the treaty by dismiss-
ing the French officers and breaking up the battalions.
And at midnight two Erench officers waited upon Captain
Kirkpatrick, at the instance of M. Piron, to inform him
that they were one and.all prepared to throw themselves
on the protection of the British—*‘well knowing that,
although general policy might dictate their removal from
the Deccan, they would be individually considered as
entitled to every justice and indulgence that could with
propriety be extended to them.” To this the British
Resident returned a becoming answer. Duty and incli-
nation alike prompted him to pledge himself to the
generous treatment of these unfortunate men.

On the following morning the orders of the Nizam for
the disbandment of the French corps were publicly pro-
claimed in the lines, The Durbar officers, to whom this
duty was entrusted, reported that all was quiet. Soon
after their return, the Resident received a letter from
Piron,. urging him.to despatch some person on the part
of the British Government to the French cantonments,
with a view to the protection both of the public and
private property within them. Acocordingly, Malcolm,
who had been for same time aetively assisting the nego-
tiations with the Durbar, writing, translating, discussing,
was despatched to the French lines. Before he could
theycouldvnth excellent effect, on the and n%t; Colonel Roberts was to ad-

rinci mngazmc and storehouses of whole corps and guns to
the F:xlxch camp. Whilst these bat- attack the front of theu centre and

talions attacked the rear of their centre left.”

L
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reach them, the greater number of the regiments, clamor-
*ing for their arrears of pay,* had risen up in open mutiny
and seized the persons of Piron and many of his officers.
‘When Malcolm reached the lines, the violence of the
mutineers was at its height. In vain he endeavoured to
make his way to the place where Piron was confined. In
vain he remonstrated ; in vain he endeavoured to persuade
the men to suffer order to be restored to their ranks. They
crowded tumultuously around him. They threatened to
deal with him as they had dealt with their own officers.
And doubtless, in the violence of their excitement, they
would have fulfilled their threats; but timely assistance
was at hand. Among the crowd of mutineers were some
men who had formerly belonged to Malcolm’s company
in the 29th battalion, but had deserted to the French
corps. They now recognised their old officer, and went
at once to his assistance. He had been kind to them in
former days, and they had not forgotten his kindness.
Lifting him up and bearing him away on their heads, they
rescued him from the hands of the infuriated mob.
Malcolm returned to the Residency; and the mutiny
continued to spread. It was an event to be welcomed;
not to be deplored. It was plain to the British diplo-
matists that it would render the dissolution of the corps
comparatively easy. So measures were at once concerted
for the accomplishment of the disarming and dispersion
of the disorganised mass. Early on the following day,
Colonel Roberts was instructed to draw up his detach-
ment opposite the French lines, and to summon the men
to an unconditional surrender. If at the end of half an
hour they had not complied with the demand, he was to
attack them in front, and as soon as Colonel Hyndman

* Malcolm says that they were only that the mutiny was excited by the
twenty-one days in arrear; and hints “artifices of the native officers.”
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heard a shot fired, he was to open upon their rear. A
party of 1500 horse was placed under Malcolm, who was
ordered to occupy their right flank and prevent escape
in that direction, whilst Captain Greene, with another
party of 500 horse, occupied the left.

Some time before Roberts’ force came up Malcolm had
reached his ground. The first French Sepoys whom he
met—a small party of deserters—fearing an immediate
attack upon their camp, were in an extreme state of alarm.
He exerted himself to allay their fears. He told them
that, if they fulfilled the required conditions, no violence
would be offered to them, and despatched them into the
lines to give assurance of protection to their comrades.
A deputation of Soubahdars came out to him, and de-
clared that they were ready to do anything that they
were ordered. On this he advanced into the lines. He
found the whole body of Sepoys panic-struck, as were
those whom he had first met. They had released their
officers, and were now disciplined and subdued by an
overwhelming sense of their common danger. Malcolm
assured them, that if they laid down their arms in peace,
they would be protected by the British troops. They
promised, therefore, prompt submission. The only con-
dition which they urged upon the British officer was, that
the lines should be placed in the possession of the Com-
pany’s troops, and not given up to the destructive plunder
of the Mogul horse.

Having reported to Colonel Roberts the favorable
aspect of affairs; Malcolm drew up his detachment on the
heights fronting the French lines. There he was speedily
joined by the European officers of the French corps, elate
with joy at their escape from the hands of their infuriate
soldiery, and actually, in the conjuncture that had arisen,
regarding the English as friends and deliverers. The rest
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was soon ‘accomplished. The Sepoys left their guns,
laid down their arms, and ‘in the presence of the ‘two
lines of British troops, moved off in a deep column to a
flag planted on the right of their ground, fellowed by
their wives, and carrying their little property with
them.* Not a shot was fired; not a drop of blood was
shed. Eleven or twelve thousand menf were thus dis-
persed in a few hours; and before sunset their whole can-
tonment, ‘with all their storehouses, arsenals, gun-foun-
dries, and powder-mills, were completely in our posses-
gion.f The celebrated French corps of Hyderabad had
passed into a tradition.

That the dispersion of the French corps was a very
important stroke of policy, and that it tended mate-
rially to secure our subsequent successes, is not to be
denied.§ Malcolm shared with Kirkpatrick the credit

* In a private letter to Mr. Edmon-
stone, written on the 23rd of October,
Captain trick says: “You will,
no doubt, be well pleased at the suc-
cessful and ble termination to
which I have been so fortunate as to
bring the affairs of the French party.
Though I never entertained a moment’s
doubt that resistance upon its part
would have been vain against such a
body of British as were at my
disposal, yet surely it is highly satis-
factory, in every point of view, to have
accomplished our end so completel
without a drop of blood being spi e(f
It was at once a glorious and a piteous
sight to see between eleven and twelve
thousand of these French Sepoys laying
down their arms in heaps in presenee
of 0:tur line of troops, dl;-swn up in &
most awing position, and mo off
in crowds, at by their wivvl:lgand
chattels. Only three days ago matters
wore & very dismal apl;:eumee.”

+ Some others, w
from Hyderabad at this time, subse-

1 Malcolm says,ix'lhis memorandum
of these occurrences:  Their store-

.and possibly the
'lmltin y the_comp

0 were absent .

rooms were filled with arms, accoutre-
ments, and clothing from Europe of
excellent quality, and they with
ease from them have armed 12,000
more men in & few months. It was
obviously their policy to make them-
ielves independent 3‘1 auhemllnlatciial mi-
i uipments, they sac-
ccﬁyedeqto admiration. They cast ex-
cellent cannon, and made serviceable
muskets in their different foundries, all
of which, as well as their powder-mills,
were under the direction of able and
scientific Buropeans.”
§ Lord Clive, writing from Madras
to the Secret Committee, said : «“ T,
my arrival here, at the end of Au-
gust last, I entertained the most
serious ension of the Sultan’s
ill:v fi : f the Co Be‘tli':
the fortune of the’'Company prevent:
m l;neeus of

the French and in-

ing -the subsidiary foree at Hy-
m planned with 80 much wisdom
by the Governor-General, and executed
with somuch ability by Colonel Roberts,
under the direction of the Resident,

Captain Kirkpatrick, confounded the
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-of the achievement. But the experierrce which he had
gained was of more worth to him than the honor. In
the course of the fortnight which he had spent, by acci-
dent, as it were, at Hyderabad, he had seen more of busy,
stirring public life—more of the strife and turmoil of
Oriental politics—than many men see in the course of
years. The lesson that he learnt was never forgotten.
That little reliance is to be placed on the word of an
Indian diplomatist, that no Native Court is willing to
fulfil the conditions of a treaty except under strong com-
pulsion, Malcolm may have known before. But the great
practical truth which he carried ‘with him from Hydera-
bad, to be much pondered by the way, was, that the
most vigorous policy is, at the same time, the most hu-
mane—that there is nothing so merciful, where strong
measures are to be carried out, as an overawing display
of foree at the outset. Had Kirkpatrick wanted resolu-
tion—had he hesitated, and faltered, and shown himself
to be & man of a weak-nerved humamty, slow to resort
to extremities, in all probability before the end of Oc-
tober the French lines would have been running crimson
with blood. There is an ill edour about the word ¢ dra-
gooning,” but there is more real kindness in the fhing
itgelf tham is readily to be believed.

Obedient to the summons of the ‘Governor-General,

Sultan, and deterred him from
upon the Carnatic so severe ealum
Colonel Beatson, in his account of the

ability which directed it in all its stages
waiz]:tv’iewed with sentiments of admi-
ration and . Inits consequences

war with Tippoo, ug:ithot “ntglom
saspected so so masterly a
stroke as the total annihilation of {he
French-faction.” "Itxsemer, there-

fore,” he adds, * than
joymll m
teIhE;we of this important event
it reached Calcutta and
nbounied praises-were be-
ltowed on thc bold and judicious policy
which dictated :the ‘msasure; and the ous,

to the British interests in India, it was
com’,ldefrege at this ﬁg"\mctu.re an achxeve
ment of the v t importance.
hmﬁt effectually removed

it must be confessed, were of the most
t kind, since the very existenee

vof S0 formidable & French fwtmn in

the heart of the Deccan would have
rendered -a -eontest with Tippeo ex-
tremely precarions, and even hazard-
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Malcolm hastened to Bengal, and was soon admitted into
the Councils of Government House. He carried with
him the colors of the annihilated French corps. He had
much to tell of what he had seen within the last few
memorable weeks. His local knowledge and experience
were serviceable to the State. His cheerfulness seemed
to exhilarate, and his energy to invigorate, all with whom
he came in contact. In the full flush of early manhood,
with a noble presence and a fine open countenance, full
of animation and intelligence; quick in his movements,
vivacious in discourse, glowing with the fire of enter-
prise, eager for action, he was just the man to encourage
the faint, to stimulate the apathetic, to breathe confidence
into all. He was just the man, too, whom Lord Wel-
lesley wanted. Their principles were identical; their
views accorded wonderfully; they had abundant faith in
each other. It wasnot that Malcolm modulated his opi-
nions in harmony with the Governor-General’s. He had
formed them, indeed, long before Lord Wellesley arrived,
and had longed for a Governor-General with sufficient
vigor to become their practical exponent. The “ coming
man,” for whom he had looked so eagerly, was already
realising his beaw idéal of an Indian statesman. His ad-
miration was genuine; his affection was sincere; for the
new Governor-General was, as he said, a man after his
own heart, and he felt that it was a glorious thing to be
permitted to share his glory.

He soon became very popular in the Government
House circle. Apart from the estimation in which he
was held as a public servant, his private qualities were
such as to secure the affectionate admiration of all who
could read the kindliness of his heart and appreciate the
manliness of his character. He had lost little of his old
playfulness. Edmonstone, who was still Persian trans-
lator, but was fast becoming the very right hand of Lord
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Wellesley, was not sorry to recognise the same “Boy
Malcolm” who had gambolled with him of old in the
Deccan.®* The elder Kirkpatrick was rejoiced to wel-
come him. Henry Wellesley, who had advanced some
way towards intimacy with Malcolm during the fortnight
spent by the vice-regal party on the Coast, was glad of
an opportunity of ripening the growing friendship be-
tween them. The talk at Government House now was
of the intended voyage to Madras, whither the Governor-
General was going, to direct the operations of the war
against Tippoo Sultan.

That the bearing of the Governor-General towards the
ruler of Mysore would be worthy of the great nation
which he represented, Malcolm never for a moment
doubted. He was full of hope—confident as to the re-
sult—when he embarked, in the early winter of 1798-99,
on board one of the vessels which was to carry the Go-
vernor-General and his suite to the Southern Coast.{

Negotiations were tried. But it was not expected that
they would succeed. Tippoo, at least, was a man of
courage. He did not shrink from the encounter. He
knew that our preparations were advancing; but he
trusted in his own resources, and believed that he was
equal to the emergency.

The British army, under General Harris, took the
field. The Nizam was to aid us with an auxiliary force.

* Captain kpatnck fo whom of whose hostile intrigues with the
Malcolm’s absence from Hyderabad French he had then?f: most ample

wasasevereloss,wrotetoEdmon—
stone, saying, “You will, I dare say,

beveryha dmmnby

yonro
forgotten by - fhohm merhﬁ
any who have once
the pleasure of him.”
1' “T was happy,” wrote Malcolm to
Lord Hobart, “to find his Lordship
folly determined to act in the most
spinted manner tmm'ds the Sultan,

VOL. 1. (¢

proof. His Lordship, however, pro-
ceeded with moderation. He proposed
to send an ambassador to explain the
causes of dissatisfaction, and to renew
the treatics of friendship subsisting
between the Sultan and the allies.
This advance, though twice rejected,

was again earn peated by Lord
Mornington, after amval at

in the beginning of January.”
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Malcolm was, therefore, despatched from Madras to ex-
pedite the advance of our allies. The subsidiary force,
under Roberts and Hyndman, which had awed the
French party into submission, was pushed forward, with
a large body of the Nizam’s troops under Meer Allum,
to the Mysore frontier. On the 19th of January Mal-
colm joined the force. The duties which devolved upon
him were of an arduous and responsible character. It
was his to communicate continually with the Governor-
General and the Commander-in-Chief; to supply them
with full and detailed information respecting the com-
ponents, the organisation, the discipline, and the temper
of the Nizam's troops; to hurry on their march; to
. control their excesses; to communicate with the chiefs
of the country through which they passed; to obtain
supplies for the army; to direct the councils of Meer
Allum; and, finally, to restrain the soldiery from break-
ing out into open mutiny.

This last was no easy task. Among the infantry bat-
talions of our allies were a large number of the men of
the old French corps. Malcolm found them in a state
of disorder, for which it appeared to him that the only
permanent remedy was the appointment of European
officers to the command of the different battalions. But
the men were wrought upon by their native leaders, and
declared that, if such a measure of interference were
carried out, they would march back to Hyderabad with all
their guns, arms, and munitions. Here then was a danger
to be encountered which might well have perplexed an
older and more experienced soldier. The alarming in-
telligence was brought to Malcolm at midnight. Before
daybreak he waited upon Meer Allum, and urged upon
him, in the strongest terms, the necessity of peremptorily
ordering the guns and magazines to be sent forward
under the protection of one regiment, and to direct the
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others to march onward in the usual manner. The
orders were sent ; but the regiments hesitated. So the
Nizam's cavalry were drawn up on the flank of the in-
fantry line, whilst Colonel Roberts’s corps, which had
overawed the French battalions at Hyderabad, took up
a pasition which could have reduced the recusants, had
it been necessary to proceed to extremities. Still there
was' procrastination. Some of the native leaders were
eager to delay the settlement of the dispute till the
evening. So Malcolm conceived that the time had come
for the: abandonment of all delicacy and reserve, and for
a direct personal interference, such as, he said, under less
Ppressing circumstances, he might not have been warranted
in exerciging. He offered his services to Meer Allum;
said that he was ready to carry the Minister’s orders into
immediate exeeution; and, on receiving a full consent to
the proposal, mnunted. his horse and rode into the lines
of the mutinous battalions.

His determined bearing had the desired effect. He
ordered the Sepoys te fall in; and they obeyed. He
directed one regiment to move forward with the guns
and the stores, and the others to march in the order
determined ; and his commands were not resisted. The
men, indeed, responded to the word with a ready acqui-
escence, which showed that they had been misled by
some of the chiefs in the Nizam's camp. The success
of his English friend delighted Meer Allum, who at once
importuned Malcolm to take command of the entire in-
fantry force. Other European officers were appointed
under him ; and, thus brought back to a becoming state of
discipline and order, the service which the regiments ren-
dered contributed greatly to the success of the campaign.*

"""Wiﬂlamofrend tbem vices, they were nrn?ed
ible, and of deriving talions commanded b ntnhoﬁeul,

theut-ut vantage from their ser- and the whole under the com-
G2
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In Meer Allum, who appeared rather in the character of
an ambassador than of a military commander, Malcolm
found one whose heart was in the cause, and whose ener-
gies were put forth, honestly and manfully, to promote it.*
To this confederate force—consisting as it did entirely
of native troops—it was considered expedient to attach an
European regiment. The corps selected for this service
was his Majesty’s 33rd, which had been stationed at Vel-
lore. It was in excellent condition. Its perfect discipline
and soldierly appearance had attracted the attention and
elicited the commendation of General Harris, who had
recognised in the commanding officer all the qualities es-
sential to secure the efficiency of the troops under his
charge, and the confidence of the authorities above him.
It happened that about this time Colonel Roberts had ex-
pressed a desire to be relieved from his command; so
the lieutenant-colonel of the 33rd Regiment was ap-
pointed to lead the Nizam’s detachment in his stead.
The appointment was one especially calculated to give
satisfaction to our allies—to flatter their pride, and in-
-crease their confidence. For the great name and high
-connexions of the new commanding officer were second
40 none in India. His name was Arthur Wellesley.
Few may have suspected then that he was destined to
become the foremost man of the age; but all knew that
he was the brother of the Governor-General. It was
this circumstance which rendered the appointment so
acceptable to Meer Allum, and so flattering to the Nizam,

mand of Captain John Malcolm, whose
zeal and ability, added to a perfect
knowledge of their 1 and cus-
toms, rendered him iarly qua-
lified for this situation. To Captai

Malcolm’s command were attached
iwo troops of native cavalry, clothed,
accoutred, and disciplined in the

giments.”—{ Beatson’s War with Tip-

poo.
* «J found in Meer Allam,” said

Malcolm, “the commander, a man

whose heart and soul were in the cause;

and the advance of this force was so

rapid, that it was obliged to halt some

days for the advance of the Grand
y."

same manner as the Company’s re- Arm,
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that History may well afford to sink the question of mili-
tary seniority which it involved. It caused some heart-
burnings, and created some discussion at the time,*
as did a later appointment.. “But with these I have
nothing to do. The appointment, however, of Colonel
Wellesley to the chief command of the Nizam’s force
is a noticeable incident in the life of John Malcolm. It
brought the two men for the first time into contact;
taught them to understand and appreciate each other;
and laid the foundation of a friendship which lasted
throughout their lives. :

The allies marched upon the capital of Mysore. The
result belongs rather to general History than to such a
Memoir as this.” ¢ On the 4th of May,” wrote Malcolm
to Lord Hobart, ‘ all our labors were crowned with the
completest victory that ever graced the British annals in
India. A state that had been the rival of the Com-
pany’s Government for nearly thirty years was on that day
wholly annihilated.” Seringapatam was taken, and Tip-
poo Sultan was slain.

Two characteristic anecdotes of Malcolm relating to
this period are extant. On the morning of the final
assault on Seringapatam, he entered General Harris’s
tent in high spirits, and with his accustomed hilarity of
manner addressed the Commander-in-Chief as ¢ Lord
Harris.” The General gravely answered that it was too
serious an occasion for a jest. Malcolm had been in
General Harris’s family, and greatly esteemed him; but
there was another General then in India to whom he
owed everything that he could owe to the patronage of a
superior; and after the capture of Seringapatam and the

®* The question is considered at but the whole body of troops was, in
len% e g/e of Sir David Baird, fact, under the command of nel the
by re Hook, who tells us that Hon. A. Wellesley, brother of the Go-
al the head of the force “ Meer Allum, vernor-General.”
¢he Nizaw’s son, was nominally placed,

L7
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death of Tippoo, he purchased the Sultan’s sword, which
had become prize-property—assured by the inscription
on it of its authenticity—and presented it to Sir Alured
Clarke. The trophy was one which Harris might well
have coveted ; but he appreciated Malcolm'’s feelings, and
approved of the gift. The circumstance was remembered,
some twenty years afterwards, on a nearlysimilar occasion,
and recorded to the honor of the captor of Seringapatam.

In a General Order issued to the troops on the break-
ing up of the Grand Army, the Commander-in-Chief
acknowledged, in befitting terms, the services rendered
by the Nizam’'s force; and subsequently, in a letter to
the Governor-General, called the especial attention of
Lord Wellesley to the zeal and activity—the com-
bined energy and judgment—which had characterised
the successful exertions of Captain Malcolm to give the
utmost effect to the alliance:

¢The body of his Highness the Nizam’s Contingent Force being
about to separate from the army,” wrote General Harris, on the
9th of June, “I have the honor to enclose to your Lordship a
copy of an order I thought it proper on this occasion to issue to
the troops under my command.

¢ Captain Malcolm, Assistant to the Resident at Hyderabad,
through whom my communications with Meer Allum, Behaudur,
were necessarily conducted, has at all times during the campaign,
in which he took a very conspicuous part, made the requisite
arrangements for the co-operation of the Contingent in a manner
which reflects the highest honor on his abilities, and which
strongly marks his zeal in the public cause. His peculiar talent
for conciliating the Sirdars of the allied force, and directing their
exertions to objects of general utility in a manner foreign to their
habits of service—his activity in applying the unconnected power
of resource possessed by the Contingent in aid of the genersal wants
of the army—and the important assistance which he gave with
the corps of his Highness the Nizam’s regular infantry under his
immediate orders, in occupying posts for the security, and covering
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parties for the supply, of the army during the siege of Seringapa-
tam, are points of valuable service which it is incumbent on me to
point out, as entitling Captain Malcolm to the particular notice of
his Lordship in Council.”

To Malc'olm, however, the close of the war had not
brought a cessation of labor. ¢ This morning,” he
wrote to Lord Hobart, on the 30th of May, from
Seringapatam, ‘ Lord Mornington’s appointment of a
Commission to settle finally the Mysore Government, and
to make the partition-treaty, arrived. The Commission
consists of General Harris, Lord M.’s brothers (the
Colonel and Mr. Wellesley), Colonels Kirkpatrick and
Close. I am the first secretary ; Captain Thomas Munro
the second. We begin the great work to-morrow; and
I trust we shall finish it well. Our powers are very
ample; and there are few obstacles against every plan
we propose being carried into immediate execution.”
He had previously been appointed, with Colonels Wel-
lesley and Agnew, Commissioner for the general conduct
of those numerous extra-military duties which such a
conquest necessarily involved ; and now the special
business entrusted to him was well understood, and
rapidly and efficiently performed. The Commission ad-
dressed itself to its work with an energy and activity
little surprising when it is considered of whom it was
composed; and in the course of a month the settlement
of Mysore was accomplished, in a manner which Friend-
ship might commend without offence to the Justice of
History.*

* Colonel Beatson, who wrote the
History of the Mysore War, was one
of Lord Wellesley’s aides-de-camp.
But he does not te when he
says: “It is but justice to the gentle-
men who the Commission for
the affairs of M (which the Go-
vernor-General dissolved after the sub-

sidim;iltreatywas concluded), to remark
that the conclusion, within one month,
of two treaties, so extensive in their
consequences and complicated in their
details, together with all the subordi-
nate arrangements connected with this

important settlement, ap to be an
exz)r:ordinary effort of mme and

-
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Of the political results of the conquest of Mysore,
either as they affected the Hyderabad or our own Go-
vernment, more need not be said than is contained in the
following extracts from a very long letter written by
Malcolm to General Ross, on the 10th of August, 1799,
from Madras: :

¢ The venal and weak Court of Hyderabad presents the usual
picture. They entered warmly into the war from a conviction of
our power being equal to the reduction of the Sultan’s. They
anticipated more crores and more provinces. These hopes origi-
nally formed increased in an exact ratio with our success; and on
the fall of the capital of the Sultan their expectations appear to
have exceeded all bounds. This occasioned not a little ill-humor
at the moderate settlement made by Lord Mornington, who had
been previously vested with full powers to act for the Nizam.
This ill-humor was at first vented in language not altogether
respectful. A spirited conduct soon brought them to their recol-
lection, and they are at present all penitence for their offences,
and thankful for what they have gained. This Court is now busy
in adjusting its political disputes with that of Poonah, with whom
they would gladly involve us. But, finding that impossible, they
will, I trust, have no hesitation in agreeing to a just and equitable
settlement. Our connexion with this Court will have much the
same course as those we have formed with other Mahomedan
powers in Hindostan. The inconceivable weakness and shameful
corruption of the Government would soon bring it to a dissolu-
tion if unsupported by our aid, and our own safety will lay us
under the necessity of interfering in every change in a manner
that will soon make the Court literally dependent—a situation
from which they are at present only one stage removed.”

ability, more especially when it is con- ducted by the Commissioners with a
sidered that reference was necessarily spirit of humanity and liberality, which
made to the Governor-General at Fort does equal honor to their feelings and
St. George through every stage of to their judgment, and which cannot
their transactions. The whole ar- fail to conciliate the goodwxll of the
rangement seems to have been con- inhabitants of Mysore.
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CHAPTER VI

ACROSS THE PENINSULA.
[1799—1800.]

MALCOLM’S APPOINTMENT TO THE PERSIAN MISSION—~ITS OBJECTS—RUMORED
INVASIOR OF ZEMAUN SHAH——LOCAL ATTACHMENTS— MALCOLM’S JOURNEY
TO HYDERABAD — BUSINESS THERE — INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL— RETUEX TO
BOMBAY.

Tas politics of the great Indian Peninsula were now
about to give place in the mind of John Malcolm to
others which involved still more important interests and
embraced a still more extensive theatre of action. The
business of the Mysore Commission was scarcely com-
pleted when he received from Lord Wellesley the cheer-
ing and exciting announcement that his Lordship intended
- to despatch him as ambassador to the Court of Persia,
whither no accredited envoy from the British Govern-
ment had proceeded since the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
more than two centuries agone.

The objects of this mission were threefold :

¢ Lord Mornington,” wrote Captain Malcolm to General Roes,
on the 10th of August, 1799, * has done me the honor to appoint
me Envoy to the Court of Persia. The objects of this mission
are various and important, and if I am sufficiently fortunate as to
succeed in the accomplishment of any one of them, it will be
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attended with more reputation than I could hope to obtain in this
quarter. To relieve India from the annual alarm of Zemaun
Shah’s invasion, which is always attended with serious expense to
the Company, by occasioning & diversion upon his Persian pro-
vinces; to counteract the possible attempts of those villanous but
active democrats the French; to restore to some part of its former
prosperity a trade which has been in a great degree lost, are the
leading objects of my journey. And, if report does justice to the
character of the reigning Prince, Baba Khan, much may be
effected. Gratitude for the high distinction I have met with will
ensure my most arduous exertions in this task.”*

The invasion of Zemaun Shah, the weak and ambitious
ruler of the country now known as Afghanistan, was at
that time an old bugbear. Year after year had the
Douranee monarch threatened a descent upon Hindostan ;
but his expeditions, which rose in blustering pomp; had
ever set in ludicrous failure. The danger was great in
our eyes; but only because it was remote and shadowy.
We knew nothing of Zemaun Shah. We knew nothing
of the Afghans. We knew nothing of the policy of those
distant Mahomedan princes, with whom it is a stale trick
of kingeraft to talk most loudly about foreign conquest
when they are most sensible of domestic weakness—to
allay disorders at home by the counter-irritation of ex-
citement abroad. We knew only that from the fabulous
regions beyond the Indus, whence the desolating legions

* In another letter, Malcolm thus execute his favorite projects; and I

observe by accounts from Delhi, which

smks of the actual historical circum-
stances, which were causing so much
uneasiness at the time: “ To begin
with the northern hero, Zemaun Shah,
he was necessitated to retreat, to pre-

vent the threatened attack of
homed Khan, Khujjur, on the province
of Herat. Since that we have received
accounts that Mahomed Khan has
fallen under the blow of an assassin.
this prove true, it will leave the
Prince much at liberty to

merit dependence, that an officer
cl with letters to the Emperor,
the Vizier, the Governor- the
Mahratta chiefs, and principal Rajahs,
is on his way to Hindostan, He writes
to Bahib Singh, Rajah of Puteealah,
that it is the positive intention of his
master to march to Delhi after the
monsoon. The unsettled state of his
hereditu&igominions will, I think, yet

prevent invasion.”
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of Mahmoud the Ghuznivide and Nadir Shah had
streamed down upon Hindostan, we were now threat-
ened with an incursion of Toorkhs and Tartars, Ghiljyes
and Ooshegs, and hordes of other barbarous fighting men,
of whom we did not even know the names.

But although thus scanty was our actpal knowledge ok
the history, the geography, and the resources of the
Douranee Empire, we had a deeper insight into the
character and conduct of the Mahomedan princes of
India, and we knew that by some of them the advent of
Zemaun Shah was looked for with feverish expectancy
as the coming of a deliverer, who was to rescue the
followers of the Prophet alike from the yoke of the
Feringhees and the Mahrattas. Even the Rajpoot
princes of Upper India, dreading the lawless exactions of
the latter, were willing to forget all differences of creed,
and to unite for the restoration of Mahomedan supre-
macy. It was a wild, but a cherished dream. The
tide of conquest, which for centuries had poured in
from those rngged northern regions, had been arrested
for ever.

The death of Tippoo Sultan and the captivity of
Vizier Ali, the deposed Prince of Qude, had before the
close of the last century.greatly weakened this combina-
tion. But they had made clear to us the depths of
intrigue, which before we had only obscurely fathomed ;
and the former circumstance had fully revealed to us the
extent to which revolutionary France had hoped to con-
vert the enmity of our Mahomedan neighbours into the
instrument of our overthrow. We knew that the agents
of the Directory had been fomentmg the hatred and
stimulating the hopes of the princes of India. And we
believed that they were no less active in their endea-
vours to feed the ambition and excite the cupidity of the
Northern potentates, who had never ceased from their
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desire to enrich themselves by the spoliation of Hindo-
stan. In those days we lived, and not without reason, in
continual horror of the French. We believed that God
had smitten them, hip and thigh, with a moral leprosy ;
that there was no atrocity, however appalling, which
they were not capable of committing ; and that it would
be only righteousness on our parts to place them beyond
the pale of humanity, and to hunt them like wild beasts.
There was nothing strange or intolerant in this. The
excesses of the French Revolution were things not to be
tolerated, in cold blood, by lookers-on at a distance,
who knew little or nothing of the causes which had con-
duced to them. No such tales of terror—no such chro-
nicles of crime—had ever reached the English in India
from any part of the world. Even the tremendous
tragedy of the Black Hole sunk into insignificance
viewed beside the wholesale butcheries done under the
shadow of the Cap of Liberty in the heyday of the Age
of Reason. That the French were held in extreme detes-
tation in India is not to be denied. Lord Wellesley set
the fashion of anti-Gallicanism, and it was followed
with becoming loyalty by well-nigh all his countrymen
in the East. - If there were any exceptions to the rule,
John Malcolm was not one of them.

I do not doubt, indeed, that the thought of check-
mating France in Central Asia gave additional zest to
the feelings of pleasurable excitement with which he
contemplated his mission to Persia. There was a mighty
game then being played in the world; and to & man of
Malcolm’s eager temperament it was great joy to be sum-
moned to take part in it. It was not so much that he
was an ambitious man, as that he had an unappeasable
desire after action. He delighted in action for its own
sake. He delighted to think that he was rendering
good service to his country. And his thoughts often
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recurred with affectionate pride to the feelings which
the tidings of his success would excite in the beloved
circle at Burnfoot. To the old home in Eskdale—to
the sisters who sent him minute tidings of the family-
party—to the old man, of whom they spake yet among
them, and to the mother who had nurtured him—what-
ever might be the whirl of politics or the strife of
warfare, his heart, untravelled, was ever fondly turning.
Of how little value was success, if he could not share its
fruits with them. Ah! this good home-feeling! It has
been strongest in the greatest of our Indian exiles. In
Clive, how strong! In Hastings, how strong! In
Munro and in Metcalfe, how strong! But in none,
perhaps, was the strength of this local attachment more
remarkable than in John Malcolm.*

From Seringapatam Malcolm had returned to Madras;
and thence, the official tidings of his appointment having
reached him, he began at once to take steps to possess
himself of that local information which he believed to
be essential to the success of his mission. So he ad-
dressed the following letter to the Governor of Bombay
—an old and respectable member of the Company’s
Civil Service, who had risen to this high post after a
long life of service, distinguished rather by integrity and

* To three, perhaps, out of the turn to Daylesford was a strong and
five wortol:g whomp;rhave named, is abiding passion. The affections of
the term “local attachment?” strictly Munro, which turned fondly to his
applicable. Clive’s desire after home, father busy with his t Fbedl,
in his younger days, was more a general and his *“ mother with her m ‘e-pot.sL
hankering after England than any very clung also to the scenes of his yout
st?ﬁfmonal or local attachment; to the bri on which he used to
M e, who was bred a Cockney, stand, and the stream which he looked
though he sometimes spoke of return- down upon; and Malcolm, from the
ing to the family mansion in Portland- earliest days of his military boyhood

Iace which he well knew, and to the up to the time when he sate as Go-
?amily estate at Fern Hill which he vernor of Bombay, never ceased tolo
did not know, was moved rather by his after what he cn{lednnother “padﬂc
love of persons than his love of places. s ke Burs.”

To Warren Hastings the desire to re-

»
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benevolence than by the possession of any brilliant
talents, or the performance of any splendid acts :

CAPTAIN MALCOLM TO THE HON., JONATHAN DUNCAN.

Madras, Aug. 23, 1799.

My pEAR SiR,—I am now at liberty to acquaint you that
Lord Mornington has named me Envoy to the Court of Persia—
a distinction which I hope to merit by zealous exertions.

I am fully aware how very dependent I shall be on your kind
friendship and support; and can only promise to be solely guided
by your advice. I expect every aid from the able native whom
you have employed, and trust my mission will prove beneficial to
his interests.

I leave Madras in eight or ten days, and mean to proceed by
Hyderabad and Poonah to Bombay, where I hope circumstances
will admit of my remaining a few days, as I shall have much to
learn and to provide.

I would esteem it a most particular favor if you would desire
such parts of the correspondence of Mr. Manesty, Mr. Jones,
Mehedi Ali Khan,* and others, relating to Persia, as you con-
ceive would be useful to me, to be extracted for my perusal. I
feel how much I shall stand in need of every aid to do justice to
the Governor-General’s flattering nomination.

My brother, of the Suffolk, who tells me he has the honor of
your acquaintance, desires his respectful compliments.

Believe me, with respect,
Your most obedient servant,

JorN MALcoOLM.

This was the first step towards the fulfilment of his
new duties. But, before he could turn his back upon
India, he had more work to do at Hyderabad. He had
many complicated accounts connected with his old ap-
pointment to settle; he had the prize-money of the

® Mr. Manesty was the Company’s whom Mr. Duncan had tched to
Agent at Bushire; Mr. a.fterpxr!d's Persis with letters to tm; and
Bir Harford) Jones at Baghdad; and of whose achievements there mention
Mehedi Ali Khan was a Persian, long will be made in the following chapter.
employed in the Company’s service,
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Nizam’s force to distribute; and other business to adjust,
which required his reappearance at the Nizam’s Court.
So he started from Madras in the middle of September,
intending to proceed across the peninsula, by Hyderabad
and Poonah, to Bombay. He had many grave affairs of
state, relating to the past dnd relating to the future, to
ponder as he went; but it is characteristic of that unfail-
ing solicitude for the welfare of all the native servants of
the Government, which rendered his name so dear to
the people, that, on his way to Hyderabad, he made time
to write the following excellent letter to Mr. Webbe, the
Chief Secretary at Madras: :

Dilihipolly, Oct. 8, 1799.

My pEAR WEBBE,—I am this day favored with your letter
of the 25th ultimo. I am sorry for the impediment respecting
Bal Kistna, and lest it should continue to operate, I send you a
letter, which you may substitute, if it meets your approbation, in
the place of that I formerly gave in. My chief regret arises
from my having communicated with the old commandant on the
subject, and raised hopes which must now end in disappointment.

In recommending palanquin-allowance I was strictly governed
by the principle you state, as that which should be followed on
such occasions. I considered a respectable native officer, of nearly
seventy years of age, fifty of which had been passed in the Com-
pany’s service, volunteering not only to exert all his influence,
which was considerable, but his personal exertions to forward the
public service at a critical period, and undergoing severe fatigue
to accomplish the important object he undertook, as highly de-
serving of Aonoradle distinction.

You know my opinion on the subject of extending the notice
of Government to our native troops on all proper occasions. I
have ever looked upon it as an object of political importance to
take every just opportunity of enlivening their hopes and stimu-
lating their ambition. Such acts admirably excite exertion in all
military bodies; but they are, I am sorry to say, more indis-
pensable in our native army on the coast than in any other in the
world. For the system on which it is at present arranged is of
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that cold, confined, and depressive nature that it cannot, in my
opinion, fail, if not radically amended, of some day bringing a
misfortune on the State.

While we are extending our conquests and increasing our
armies, is it not of the highest moment to consider on what we
are chiefly dependent for retaining the vast power we have
acquired? Is it not obviously on the discipline and fidelity of our
native army? While that remains unshaken there is evidently
little to fear. Yet, in this army, consisting of nearly 30,000
men, exclusive of the native cavalry (on whom we are acknow-
ledged to be so dependent), there is not one man (admittedly by
the present system) to rise to any rank or distinction, or to enjoy
beyond thirteen pagodas a month! Those who think that this
extraordinary fact is not a subject of daily comment among our
native troops, or that it has not been long undermining and
weakening that essential branch of the establishment, are, I fear,
mistaken. If it had not been in some degree counteracted by
that admirable institution of boys® which was established in
1780, its baneful effects would long before this have been evident.
A soldier's pay should be sufficient for him to live comfortably
upon. If not equal to that, it should be raised to that standard—
but never beyond. Whatever is necessary for encouragement
should be given to the higher ranks, and in reward of extraordi-
nary merit; and the latter instances, which should be rare and
select, should be on a scale correspondent with the dignity of
Government.

The expense of all this would be moderate in the extreme
when the object was considered. The credit of the service would
rise. The whole would be reanimated. A proper high military
spirit would be diffused throughout; and all those Mahomedan
families who are now either resorting to the service of the Nabob
and tributary Rajahe, or emigrating from the country, would
cheerfully enter a service of the solid advantages of which they
are well aware, but which is, in its present system, defective, as it

* The allusion here is to the sys- tached to a regiment and to its officers
tem, peculiar to the Coast Army, of from their very childhood ; loyalty be-
drilling and instructing the sons of came habitual to them; and they ge-
Bepoys, with a view to their subse- nerally made excellent soldiers.
quent enlistment. They thus became at-
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wants those attractive distinctions by which the military tribes in
India are alone to be won.

Impressed strongly with these sentiments, I will avow that I
have urged, in frequent instances, a departure from common rules,
unable to effect the radical cure I wished to institute. You may
judge of the extent to which I have gone by the following cases,
which, I allow, I earnestly recommended to Government:

1st. When with General Clarke, that the families of men
absent on foreign services should, on their relations dying, draw
in some cases three, in others two, months of the amount of their
family chits,* to prevent that distress which was found to be the
consequence of an abrupt stoppage of payment.

2nd. When with General Harris, that one Soubahdar and one
Jemadar, formerly of Captain Walker’s Light Infantry, who were
both covered with wounds, and who had clearly lost the benefit
of the invalid list from inability to attend a committee, which
sate in 1786 (which they proved), should be pensioned on half-pay.

3rd. That the family of Shumshire Beg, of the Native Cavalry,
who volunteered in the forty-first year of his service for the Ma-
nilla expedition, on which he died, should be allowed his full pay
for fifteen years, till his sons, who were infants, should be fit for
the service.

4th. That Kadir Beg and Sheikh Tippoo should, for their
gallant services, be distinguished by Government.

5th. That Bal Kistna, a commandant of fifty years' service,
who had left his home at the age of seventy, and marched nearly
three hundred miles to collect Brinjarriest at a period which gave
importance to the exertions of every individual, should be distin-
guished for the few remsining years he had to live by being
granted Palanquin-allowance.

Such is, as far as I can call to mind, a catalogue of my sins on
this score. The total of the temporary expense which Govern-
ment have incurred by these acts cannot exceed 200 pagodast
per month. Let a minute inquiry be made into the effects pro-

# A family chit is aletter, or voucher, of our armies were drawn—a curious
enabling the family of a Sepoy to re- race of men, of whom Malcolm had
ceive a portion of ﬁviapay. many a good to tell, drawn from

t+ The native grain-carriers, from the exg:)ﬁenoes of his younger days.
whom in a great measure the supplies ~ } About 70/ sterling.

VOL. I. . H
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duced on the Native Army, and then let the person who sug-
gested them be charged with extravagance. :
But I have already eaid more than sufficient. I will make
amends for giving your patience this trial by writing you of what-
-ever appears interesting-at Hyderabad or Poonah.
, Yours ever very gincerely,
* JomN MavrcoLm.

Of this journey across the Peninsula, Captain Malcolm,
at the request of Lady Clive, wrote a long narrative and
descriptive account for the perusal of that amiable lady.
A few passages, detailing the most noticeable incidents
of travel which he recorded in these journal-letters, may
be .given here; but the journey was not an eventful one:

“ Two stages before we reached Hyderabad,” he wrote, “ our
camp was honored by a visit from a Hindoo Rajah. This youth
(for he was not above twenty) was a tributary of the Nizam.

. . He came bounding along upon a fine grey mare
nchly capa.nsoned and took care, before he alighted, to satisfy us
of his mare’s activity and his own skill in horsemanship. When
he walked into the tent he was followed by several of his officers.
But an old Brahmin, who evidently performed the part of what
the Mahomedans in these parts call an Akelsaz, or sense-maker
(in other words, tutor), kept always close to him, and would hardly
allow him either to ask or to answer a question. .. . . . The
conversation, after some inquiries respecting our journey, and
how we liked the country, took a turn quite congenial to the
feelings of our guests. We spoke of the ancient renown of the
Hindoos, of the wisdom of the Brahmins, of the high courage and
noble sentiments of the Kehteree, or military tribe of that people.
‘We were complimented on the kindness and consideration with
which the English Government had treated the Hindoos, and the
recent restoration of the Rajah of Mysore to the kingdom of his
forefathers was brought forward as an example of our partiality
to that race. I could not forbear, on this being mentioned, re-
counting to our friends an anecdote of Purneah, the present
Minister of Mysore. In the letter which was written to him the
day after Seringapatam fell, summoning him to the British head-
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quarters, he was desired not to be alarmed, and to rely upon the
favor of the English Government. In his answer he declared
his readiness to obey, and concluded by saying, * Can I feel any
hesitation in submitting to a nation which protects my tribe from
Cassee to Ramiseram.”™ Nothing, it was admitted by all, could
more decidedly have shown the character of Purneah than this

speech.

The Rajah and his Minister conversed with us in Hindostanee ;
but the former, when he wished to say anything in private, spoke
in Talinga, the dialect of his province. As he was leaving the
tent, he said in that language, ¢ One gentleman sate on my right,
another on my left. I am quite at a loss to discover which is the
principal person of these two.” ¢ There is no principal person in
the tent but the chief who has honored us with this visit,’ was
my reply in Talinga. On hearing me speak that language, his
first impulse was to hasten to his horse; but his tutor interfered,
and appeared not a little entertained. I told him that if he
understood the Mahratta language, he might speak it with a cer-
tainty of not being understood, as I did not know a word of it.
‘I will not trust you,’ was his reply. ‘You Europeans are a
strange people. You learn everything.’ So saying, he mounted
his mare again and rode off as he came, making the animal bound,
wheel, and charge in every direction.”

On the 11th of October, Malcolm reached Hyderabad,
and was soon immersed in the detail-work which had
brought him to the Nizam’s capital. “I am as desirous
of getting forward as possible,” he wrote on the 20th to
Colonel Kirkpatrick, who had written, at the request of
Lord Wellesley, to urge his departure with all prac-
ticable despatch for the Persian Gulf; “ but when you
consider that my late situation not only occasioned my

* < Cassee,” Maleolmadds “Tneed
hardly tell you, is.the classical name
for and as that holy mty
stands near the extreme east front of

most w he included in this
truly mztaphor the whole

oftheEngha territories n
Inda” Half a has

“Aswewere nsmgto go away a curious incident occurred.

our empire, and Ramiseram, which is
esteemed equally holy, is nearly the

H2

and we now write “from Peehavmr to
Pegu.”

Saslos
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having accounts to settle with your brother to the
amount of six or seven lakhs of rupees, but with this
Circar for double the sum, and with three thousand
men for their prize money and clothing, you will allow,
that if I leave Hyderabad in twelve days after having
satisfied all parties, and with a clear reputation, I shall
have made my escape from the complicated concerns in
which I have been engaged in as speedy and happy a
manner as could have been expected.”

By the end of the month he had completed all this
complicated business; and on the 1st of November he
quitted Hyderabad. He had obtained a clearer insight
into the character of the Nizam’s Court, and left the
capital with an increased contempt for that imbecile and
luxurious Prince. In one of the long, descriptive letters
which he wrote to Lady Clive at this time, there is a
characteristic anecdote of his Highness too good to be
omitted :

“I will conclude this letter,” wrote Malcolm, «by relating an
anecdote connected with this projected edifice (the Residency at
Hyderabad) that will satisfy you the Princes of the East do not
lose much of their valuable time in the study of geography.
Major Kirkpatrick, the Resident at this Court, wished to obtain a
“\grant of two or three fields to erect this structure upon. He

") requested the engineer of the English force stationed at Hyderabad
to make an exact survey of the spot, and when this was finished
upon a large sheet he carried it to the Durbar, and, showing
it to the Nizam, requested he would give the English Government
a grant of the ground. The Prince, after gravely examining the
survey, said he was sorry he could not comply with the request.
When the Resident was retiring, not » little disconcerted at the
refusal of a favor which he deemed so trifling, Meer Allum (the
Minister) said to him with a smile, ¢ Do not be annoyed. You
frightened the Nizam with the size of the plan you showed him.
Your fields were almost as large as any of the maps of his kingdom
he had yet seen. No wonder,’ said the Meer, laughing, ‘he did
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not like to make such a cession. Make a survey upon a reduced
scale, and the difficulty will vanish” The Resident could hardly
believe this would be the case. But when, at his next interview,
he presented the same plan upon a small card, the ready and
cheerful assent of the Prince satisfied him that the Meer had been
quite correct in his guess at the cause of his former failure.”

- After an uneventful march of eighteen days’ duration,
Malcolm reached Poonah—the capital of the Mahratta
territory, where the Peishwah held his Court. His so-
journ there was necessarily brief. Before the end of
November he was making his way to Bombay, across a
country the natural beauty of which he sighed for the
faculty of enjoying. It has recently been observed of
another distinguished Indian statesman, one of Mal-
colm’s friends and cotemporaries, that he was not alive
to the charms of inanimate nature. Malcolm admitted
and deplored this defect in his own constitution, and
wondered whether he had become too much habituated
to the sight of beautiful scenery to appreciate its attrac-
tions.* But although Metcalfe and Malcolm were men
of widely different characters, and widely different lives,
it is probable that the deficiency in both resulted from
the same causes. Their minds were too much occupied
with the contemplation of humanity, in its varied aspects,
to have room for the appreciative study of the works
of inanimate nature. The love of beautiful scenery is
nurtured by solitude and inaction. The hum of men
drowns the murmur of the falling waters, and the rust-

¢ “You may conceive,” he wrote to keen and discriminating sense of this
Lady Clive, “this scene was some- El:asure, as my wandering life would
thing remarkable, from the effort which have given me a full opportunity of
1 have made to describe it; for Iam gratifying it. But perhaps it is the
not (as you will have observed) a very very fower (opportunity) I have: pos-
enthusiastic admirer of the ties of enjoying this source of de-
of inanimate nature. I have, indeed, light which has diminished my sense of
often regretted that I had not a more its value.”
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ling leaves; the surging multitude shuts out the sight of
the green fields and the sparkling river. Malcolm,
indeed, was hardly right when he said that he had led a
“ wandering life,” which had afforded him constant op-
portunities of gratifying a love of beautiful scenery; for
he had not led a wandering life. He was continually
moving about from.one part of the country to another;
but, except in very early youth, he always went from
point to point full of the object before him. Men wha
travel thus with occupied minds do not. wander ; but.
the beauties of external nature are commonly a blank to
them.

But to Malcolm, wherever there were men, there were
abjects of interest and curiosity. If he did not find
“tongues in the running streams,” and * sermons in
stones,” he found in every man a teacher. From the
poorest laborer in the country, with only a rag round
his middle, he felt that there was something to be learnt.
On the line of march, during the mid-day halt, or on
the rapid day-and-night palanquin-journey, he found un-
failing opportunities of adding to his stores of informa-
tion. He would fall into conversation with the little
parties of travellers whom he came up with on the road,
or the groups of idle natives whom he found as he
entered the villages sitting on the grass, smoking their
pipes, and perhaps discussing the last depredational raid
of some band of Pindarrees; or he would throw open the
doors of the palanquin and question the bearers or torch-
men who ran by his side about the country through
which he was passing. It is, perhaps, no exaggeration
to say that no man who ever went out to India in the
service of the Company conversed so much with the
natives of India, or saw so much of the lights and
shadows of Indian life.

The incidents of travel which helped to fill his budget
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of experience were often of a strange and suggestive
character. At this time, on his road from Poonah to
Bombay, he was presented with a remarkable illustration
of that wild justice which flourished in the Native States
of India at the close of the last century. R

* From Compoully,” wrote John Malcolm to Lady Clive, I
marched to Panwell, a distance of twenty-four miles. When I
had proceeded two or three miles I came up with a small guard
of armed men belonging to the Poonah Government, who were
carrying a young man, with his hands bound, along the road. I
asked them who the prisoner was, and where they were going.
The commander of the guard said that they were going about a
mile further, to a spot where a robbery and murder had recently
been committed. ¢ And when there,” he added, ¢ I shall cut this
man’s head off.” ¢Is he the murderer? I asked ¢ No,’ said the
man, ‘nor does he, I believe, know anything about it. But he
belongs to the country of the Siddee’ (pointing to a province in
the vicinity which is still held by the descendants of the former
admirals of the Mogul Emperor), ¢ from which the murderers, we
well know, came ; and we have orders, whenever an occurrence
of this nature happens, to proceed into that country and to seize
and put to death the first male, who has arrived at years of matu~
tity, that we meet. This youth,” he concluded, ‘was taken yes-
terday, and must suffer to-day.’ On my expressing my astonish-
ment and horror at a proceeding in which the innocent was
doomed to suffer for the guilty, he said that that was not his busi-
ness; he only obeyed orders. ¢But,’ he continued, ‘I believe it
is a very good plan. Fi 1rst, because it was adopted by Nanah
Furnavese, who was a wise man ; and secondly, because I am old
enough to recollect when no year ever passed without twenty or
thirty murders and robberies on this road ; and all by gangs from
the Siddee’s country. Now they are quite rare; not above four
or five within these twelve or fifieen years, which is the period
this custom has been established” As we were conversing we
reached the spot fixed for the execution. The guards halted and
began to smoke their hubble-bubbles, or pipes. The prisoner’s
hands were untied, and he took a pipe along with them, with
much apparent unconcern. Indeed, his whole conduct marked
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indifference to his fate. After he had smoked, his hands wore
tied behind his back as before ; he was taken a few yards from the
road, and desired to kneel. The executioner, who stood beside
him, grasping a straight two-edged sword with both hands, called
out to him, ‘Bend your head.’ The man did as desired, and by
a most dexterous blow it was severed from his body. The trunk
sprung upright, and fell backwards. A rope was then tied round
the heels of the dead body, and it was hung up, on a low tree,
for the terror of others. After this was done, the guard sate

down, smoked another hubble-bubble, and then returned to the
ghaut.”

A few more marches brought Malcolm to Bombay,
where he began at once to make his arrangements for
his voyage to the Persian Gulf and his embassy to the
-Court of the Shah-i-Shah.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE PERSIAN EMBASSY.
[1800—1801.]

ARRIVAL AT MUSCAT——NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE IMAUM—~DELAYS AT BUSHIRB
——FPRESENTS AND CEREMONIES—RECEPTION AT SHIRAZ—HALT AT ISPAHAN—
JOURNEY TO TEHERAN—INTERVIEWS WITH THE KING—NEGOTIATION OF THR
TREATIES—THEIR CHARACTER—APPROVAL OF GOVEBRNMENT—RETURN TO
INDIA.

Ox the 29th of December, 1799, Captain John Mal-
colm embarked at Bombay on board a Company’s
frigate called after that port,* and sailed for the Persian
Gulf. The gentlemen of his “ Family” who accompanied
him were Captain William Campbell, First Assistant;
Lieutenant Charles Pasley and Mr. Richard Strachey,
Assistants; Lieutenant John Colebrooke, commanding
the escort; Mr. Gilbert Briggs, Surgeon; and Mr. Wil-
liam Hollingberry, Writer. The brig Harrington, with
the greater part of the escort, the servants and the
baggage, sailed in company with the Bombay.

On the 8th of January, 1800, the latter vessel entered
the cove of Muscat.t The Imaum of that place, who
had previously yielded to the intrigues both of Tippoo

ptan Totm Sy o B han wh had segovered (Ml
o et gy ot M ) Mot
country and islands of the Galf, under ﬂwl:itnﬁeen{uogised,wa;afterwardskiﬂed
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an Arab ruler, known as Syud Sultan.
The independencg of the province
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and the French, had requested that an English phy-
gician might be posted there in place of a French
doctor who had recently been dismissed; and Mr. Dun-
can had sent thither with Malcolm’s party an assistant-
surgeon named Bogle. There are two side-gates in
the East to the great Park of English Diplomacy. The
one is Commerce. The other is Medicine. We owe,
indeed, our Indian Empire to them. Mr. Bogle was to
enter Araby as a physician, and to remain there as a
political agent. On the arrival of the Bombay at Muscat
the Imaum himself was absent somewhere in the Gulf—
it was said, upon “a military expedition.” But, after
some visits from the Company’s native broker, who
assured him that the feeling of the authorities there was
setting in very strongly towards the English,* Malcolm
received the local Governor on board his frigate. On
the following day he went on shore and returned the
visit. The Governor (Syfe Ben Mohamed) was a man
of intelligence and experience, who knew the English
and their Government well ; he had made thirty-six
voyages, of which sixteen had been to Bombay, and one
to Calcutta; and he had sense enough to estimate the
magnitude of our resources, and the advantages, both
political and commercial, to Muscat of an alliance with
so powerful a state. However strong these impressions
in our favor may have been, Malcolm took care to
strengthen them. With that volubility and compre-
hensiveness of discourse which was then beginning to
develop itself, and which became not one of the least
remarkable characteristics of the man, he now proposed,

* This man assured Malcolm that attention, and sending him presents of
“a little more than a twelvemonth cannon, &c.; but that they had lately
ago the Fremch had stood much captured one of his vessels, and he had
lngher in the Imaum’s favor than the since that period been very violent
English—a circumstance to be ac- against them, andaast i his ex-
counted for by the paying him more pressions of parhmtyforthaEnghah.”
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before opening his immediate business, “to take a short
view of some recent events, which were not less calcu-
lated to show the principles on which the British Govern-
ment acted, than to bring to the observation of the
governor and his fellow-councillors the real interests of
their own state.”

He told them how the English had been for some
years at war with the French, “ as a nation, who had by -
their late conduct, both as it respected their internal
government and their neighbours, made themselves an
object of horror and detestation to the whole civilised
world.” He told them how we had beaten the French
in the East; how we had deprived them of all their
possessions there except the Mauritius—* an ungroduc-
tive island, and no ohject of conquest;” and how the
Dutch had lost almost everything in Asia, except Ba-
tavia, where they were shut up by their apprehensions
of the English cruisers. Then he told them how Tippoo,
the great Sultan of Mysore, whom we had spared when
prostrate at our feet seven years before, had, misguided
and deluded by the French, broken his faith with us;
how, although a Mahomedan Prince, warring against us
declaredly in defence of Mahomedanism, he had rejoiced
at the temporary success of the French, when “that law-
less nation, in defiance of all treaties, seized upon Egypt,
and making themselves masters of the avenues to the
sacred cities of Mecca and Medina, would doubtless have
retained possession of them, had not God favored the
exertions of the British arms in that quarter.” By His
mercy,” added Malcolm, “the French have sustained
such signal defeats, that the miserable remnants of their
army are now anxious only for a safe retreat from
Egypt.” Then he spoke of the great victories we had
achieved in Mysore; told how the intrigues of the
French and the aggressive designs of the Sultan had
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been baffled by the- wisdom of our statesmen and the
courage of our troops; how the reduction of Tippoo'
. power had placed us in possession of the whole coast of
Malabar, and how, with the exception of the islands of
Ceylon, Malacca, and Amboyna, there was not a port,
from Surat to Calcutta, in which a vessel could anchor
without the consent of the English. What then, he
asked, was to become of the famed commerce of Muscat,*
if the harbours of the whole Indian Peninsula were to
be closed against the merchant ships of Muscat by the
* fiat of the paramount power?

To such a question no answer could be returned,
except an avowal of the fact that the prosperity of
- Muscat was dependent upon the favor of the English.
The Governor was willing, indeed, to acknowledge
everything that was said, and to accede to anything
that was proposed ;f but although Malcolm produced
the agreement into which he desired to enter for the
location of a British agefit at Muscat, and gave a copy
of it to Ben Mahomed, he declared that it was only
to the Imaum himself he could deliver the Governor-
General’s letter, and only with him that he could ratify
the compact. So he took ship again and set off in pur-
suit of the Imaum, whom he had expected to find at
Ormus. But when he reached that island, he found that
the Prince, after reducing the neighbouring island of
Kishm, had sailed for Jalfa, on the Arabian side of the
Gulf. Malcolm, however, once on the track, was not
likely to give up the pursuit; so, after exploring on foot

* T have an old print of Muscat, { Taking his tone of discourse from
from a drawing taken two centuries ago,

the English Ambassador, he told
now before me—among the descriptive Malcolm that he had ever thought

there was little benefit to be derived
from intercourse with the French,
who were “ an infamous and faithless

people.”

references to which, at the foot of the
picture, is “the kayall covered with mer-
chantes’ goods.” ihlcolm ‘ Sketches
of Persia”) describes *“ the busy beach
covered with packages.”
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a great part of the “ once celebrated island,” and collect-
ing all the information that could be gathered, re-em-
barked on board the Bombay.

On the 16th of January, being becalmed, they an-
chored near the island of Kishm, and there they learned
from the crew of a native boat that the Imaum’s flag-
ship was anchored between that place and Anjam. On
the 18th the British vessel was alongside of her; and
Malcolm was received on her quarter-deck, with be-
coming courtesy, by the Imaum himself. He was a man
of a mild and prepossessing countenance ; of polite but
simple manners. As the English gentleman and the
Arab chief sate there side by side on the deck of the
Gumjava, there was no need on the part of either for
diplomacy or finesse, Malcolm displayed his letters,
which were immediately read, and then produced the
presents he had brought.* After some conversation on
general topics, they retired to the sleeping cabin of the
Imaum, where Malcolm entered at once on the objects of
his mission. The same facts which had been stated, and
the same arguments which had been used, at the inter-
view with the Governor of Muscat, were put forth with
greater emphasis than before. Then Malcolm spoke of
the regret with which the Governor-General had per-
ceived the recent disposition of the Imaum to league
himself with the French, and expressed a hope that he
was now convinced that it was his true policy to enter
into and observe such covenants with the English Go-
vernment as would tend not only to the political security,
but to the commercial prosperity, of the country under

* They are thus entered in Mal- “to one the modelofaso-gunsl;:f
colm’s journal: “An elegant watch and a curious hunting-knife; to the
set wi dnfonds—n silver orna- other, a tortonae-sllxlell tm'km{etﬁmﬁg
mmted)cl:e: dmm elder, :ﬁ? :ge:e;e?lmlfis father as
apnrofputo che?r:goftenmd Imaum, preserved the model, andre-

the sons of the mem Malcolm's kindness all his
eight, small presenta were also life.
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his rule. And to this end he proposed to establish at
Muscat en English gentleman of respectability as the
agent of the East India Company.

Malcolm paused, and the Imaum asked if he had any-
thing else to request. Receiving an amswer in the nega-
tive, the Arab placed his hand upon his head, then on
his breast, and said that he consented to the proposal
from his head and his heart; that he was willing to sign
and seal the agreement at once, and would be equally
willing if it stipulated the establishment of a thousand
English gentlemen instead of one at Muscat. The
agreement was produced, and he at once affixed his seal
to it, declaring that he desired nothing more than to
cement an alliance with the English Government, to the
utter exclusion of all their enemies. “ And I believed
him to be sincere,” said Malcolm, ‘because he was a
man of sufficient penetration to understand his own in-
terests.”

Having accomplished this preliminary negotiation,
which secured to us the friendship, and, if required, the
co-operation, of the principal state on the Arabian side
of the Persian Gulf;* Malcolm steered his course for
Bushire. On the 1st of February he entered that port,
and landed under a salute from the fort. We had a
factory and an accredited agent there, and Malcolm’s
anticipated approach had for some time been a common
topic of conversation in the bagzaars. All the principal
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* Reflecting on the great local ad-
vantages possessed by this state of
Omaun, as contrasted with its visible
decay, Malcolm wrote in his journal
‘It could only, perhaps, have i’a.llen by
the influence of a religion adverse to
all improvement and diffusion
of science; a religion which, however

high it might carry its votaries whilst
they acted under the rage of prose-
Iytism, left them, when the fever was

past, debilitated and shackled by the
chains of Bigotry, Superstition, and
Prejudioe. What but Barbarism could

:  be the result of such a doctrine ? Such,

after a short career of glory, was the
fate of every country that embraced
the religion of Mahomed ; and in Ara-
bia, where the faith was most uni-
v ﬂ’;eeﬁectshwebeenthomost
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merchants of the place now flocked out to welcome the
English “Elchee.” The Governor of Bushire, Sheikh
Nusser, with a keen eye to the coming presents, was
profuse in his expressions of respect for the English in
general, and the new Ambassador in particular. And a
day or two afterwards he received his quota of the
wonderful supply of jewelled watches, double-barrelled

achromatic telescopes, huntsmen's knives, and
colored broad-cloths, with which Malcolm had saga-
ciously provided himself )

Having despatched letters to the Persian monarch and
his Prime Minister at Teheran, and to the Prince-Regent
at Shiraz, setting forth the objects of his mission, Mal-
colm pitched his camp a little way on the road to the
latter place. It soon became apparent to him that the
two great necessities of diplomacy in Persia were the
giving of presents and the stickling for forms. To the -
former he could have mno great objection. It is no um-
pleasant duty to place a number of pretty and useful
things before the covetous eyes of man or woman, either
in the East or the West, and to salute their greedy ears
with the ever-welcome cry of “ Oorban.” By Malcolm,
who was always eager to go forward with his work,
whatever it might be, this present-giving was regarded
- with especial favor, for it lubricated the road before him.
Moreover, it was as much a principle, as it was a pleasure,
with him to achieve success whenever he could, by
.“keeping every one in good humor.” A Persian with
an enamelled watch to carry home to the wondering
inmates of his Zenana, or a brace of fine new pistols to
stick in his saddle when next he rides out a-hunting, is
sure to be well pleased. But this, after all, is only the
personal view of the question of present-giving. There
was a larger national view in which Malcolm regarded
it. Financially, it appeared to him that if his largesses
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shortened, as he doubted not that they would, the du-
ration of his mission, his liberality would in the end be
a gain to the British Government. And politically, it
seemed to him to be a point of the first importance to
impress the Persians everywhere with an idea of the
rwonderful power and the immense resources of our
English civilisation. It was not merely an appeal to the
cupidity of the Persians. It was an appeal also to their
reason. There was wonderful suggestiveness in this dis-
play not only of the wealth, but of the art and science
of Great Britain, which could not be lost upon so astute
a people.* It was believed that a great end was to be
gained by the success of the mission, and that the means
should be calculated in no niggardly spirit.

But the stickling for forms was more repellent to a
man of Malcolm’s temperament than the present-giving.
He knew enough of Oriental Courts to recognise its ne-
cessity ; but it was not less distasteful for the recognition.
Eager as he was to advance with the work before him, it
was vexatious in the extreme to be delayed by disputes
about ceremonial observancest—the style of a letter or
the arrangement of an interview. He was personally a
man of simple habits and unostentatious demeanor. Left
to his own impulses, he would as readily have negotiated
a treaty in his shirt-sleeves, and signed it with a billiard-
cue under his arm, as arrayed in purple and gold under
a salute of artillery, and with a guard of honor at his
back. But, as the representative of a great nation, he
was bound to uphold its dignity to the utmost. He
was now among a people out of measure addicted to

#* And over and above these general points of form in Persia exceeds belief ;
reasons, there was an especial one, for and from the tenacity shown by the
the libemlg:ﬂ of Malcolm’s embassy, to representatives of a country on such
which I shall presently refer. qu)'ects, they chiefly form their opinion

+ “The consequence,” wrote Mal- of ti:e greatness and consequence of the
colm in his jo , “attached to these power from which he is deputed.”
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pomp and ceremony, with whom statesmanship was
mainly a matter of fine writing; who stickled about
forms of address as though the destinies of empires were
dependent upon the color of a compliment or the height
of a chair; and who measured the grandeur of other
pations with their own chamberlain’s wand. Any con-
cessions upon_his part—any failure to insist upon the
strict observance of what was due to him in his ambas-
sadorial character—would have been construed, not only
to his own disadvantage, but to that of the nation which
he represented. So Malcolm resolved to do in Fars as
is done in Fars, and to stickle as manfully for forms as
any Hadjee in the country.

But he was detained by this necessity much longer at
Bushire than was consistent with his inclinations. The
first ceremonial difficulty presented itself to him on
the 4th of March, when an answer came to the letter
which he had sent to the Prince Royal at Shiraz. It
* was written in the style of a firman or mandate, such as
is addressed by a ruler to his subjects, and commenced
with the word “Hookum.” Upon reading it, Malcolm
desired that it might be returned, in a respectful manner,
with an intimation that he could not, consistently with
the dignity of his station, receive such a letter, and
transmit it to the Governor-General. The communica-
tion should have been a Moorasellah, such as a King
addresses .to his Wuzeer. After an interval of three
weeks, a letter of explanation came from the Vice-regal
Court at Shiraz, setting forth the principle by which it
had been governed, and defending its proceedings not
without some logical acumen. But Malcolm declared
that the case had been entirely misunderstood, and that
he could not accept such an explanation.®* The sub-
tended tht 15 the Governo-Gonoal Eoglond, Malolars s 5 bis &l
VOL. I. I
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sequent communications to him were of a most concilia-
tory and flattering character ; but the Ministers still pro-
tested that, without the express sanction of the King,
they could not depart from the established usage of the
country. There was an excellent show of argument on
both sides. But neither party was converted or con-
vinced by the logic of the other.

While Malcolm was still waiting at Bushire the result
of this dispute, Mehedi Ali Khan arrived on the 3rd of
May from Bussorah. This man, to whom incidental al-
lusion has already been made, had been despatched by
Mr. Duncan to the Persian Court, to endeavour to sti-
mulate the King to make a diversion in our favor, by
attacking the provinces of Zemaun Shah, and thus with-
drawing the troops with which the latter threatened the
invasion of Hindostan. This introductory measure had
perplexed Malcolm in many ways. But not the - least of
his perplexities had risen out of a strange story relating
to the antecedents of his predecessor, which had been
told to him at Hyderabad by an old Mussulman of good
repute, whom he had at one time contemplated taking
with him"to the Persian Court. The story was, that
Mehedi Ali Khan* had many years before been pub-

be below that

te, must necessarily down to Bombay. ‘Old Bauker,”
g?aneer; and that Kings and Vice- hewwrote, “ukedifythismthesame

roys wrote Moorasellahs only to Wu-

Mehedi Ali Khan that was employed
zeers. Malcolm declared that the Go- On

under Mr. Duncan at

vernor-General was not a Wuzeer, but
a Viceroy, and entitled to co d,
manequnlit%; with the King of Per-
sia—that as Tippoo Sultan had so cor-
responded with the Shah, and as the
q]lg;:rmor-Gtenerd ham ruler over a
country t ever go-
verned, it necessarily fmed that he
. was entitled at least to the same pri-

vileges as the Sultan.
® This circumstance Malcolm re-

lated to Colonel Ki ick, in a letter
wﬂttenﬁomﬂydmm:l'wn on his

my answering in the affirmative, he told
me that he was a man of the most in-
famous character, and that he had been
notoriously disgraced about eighteen

years by Azim-00l-Omrah in Hy-
demb:(fo he reason of this di

the Khan related as follows: ©Azim-
00l-Omrah (he said) had given a thou-
sand rupees to a ﬁud, whose house
was near that of Mehedi Ali Khan,
who with three other Moguls attacked
the Syud in the middle of the m.il:g
and wero prevented from putting
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licly disgraced at Hyderabad for robbing a Syud in his
house in the middle of the night, and threatening to
murder the holy man if he did not disgorge his treasures.
‘Whether the story were true or not, as it was little likely
to be known in Persia, it could not have greatly affected
his efficiency as an envoy. His recent proceedings in
that country were far more likely to embarrass Malcolm,
who now, therefore, inquired into them with considerable
anxiety. But, whatever may have been Mehedi Ali
Khan's antecedents, he seems to have displayed in Persia
no little diplomatic tact; and, according to his own
account, some forbearance. He told Malcolm that he
had scrupulously abstained from committing the Com-
pany’s Government to his proceedings; that he “had °
appeared, whenever he could, in a private character;
and had especially informed the chief Ministers of.the
Court of Persia that the English were not at all afraid .
of Zemaun Shah. On the contrary, he said, they wished
him to “come on,” that they might show how easily
- they could beat him. This had the misfortune of being
false ; but outwardly it would seem not to have been
bad policy to conceal the alarm of invasion which sate
so uneasily upon us. Mehedi Ali Khan told the Persian
Government, that *if the King possessed the ability to
check the career of such a Prince as Zemaun Shah,
he would serve God and man by doing so; if he did
to death only by a desire of ing Ali Khan and his accomplices were
the whole sum whioch he had received, seized, and led naked, with their hands
eight hundred rupees of which he bound behind their backs, through the

o tw im 35’5.‘:.2& patcol e e or o
e o R any pu-
medhimwit:heertahdeuthifhedid nishment was inflicted on Mehedi Ali
n?t thewholef(’ifhtheminthoconm Khmtheolil e?h:nm(tltll;stwﬁ
of ing. e Syud swore to was i H next p.

doso-lg&m]::gnomm’:npedfmm metm at Benares when round
their hands than he ran to Bauker Ali's with Meer Allum, and that he then
house and called upon him for protec- understood he had been employed by
tion. The afiair was immediately ro- Mr. Duncan at Ghazeepore.” . . .
ported to Azim-ool-Omrah. Mehedi Is not this an extraordinary affair P

' 12
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not, of course he would remain quiet.”* Whether the
Persians believed him or not, is not very apparent—
but they had ends of their own to attain, and the diver-
sion which we wanted was made with the best possible
results.

On the 13th of May, Maleolm’s Moonshee, who had
been the bearer of his letters to Teheran, and had been
graciously received by the King and his chief Minister,
returned with the royal answer to Bushire. Malcolm
received the letter of the Shah with becoming state;}
and soon afterwards prepared to prosecute his journey,
* by way of Shiraz, to the Persian capital. By the 22nd
everything was ready for his advance. His suite con-
sisted of six European gentlemen, two European servants,
two surveying boys, forty-two troopers of the Madras
Native Cavalry, forty-nine Bombay Grenadiers, sixty-
eight Indian servants and followers, a hundred and three
Persian attendants, and two hundred and thirty-six ser-
vants and followers belonging to the gentlemen of the
Mission. It was no small thing to provide for so nume-
rous a party, and for some hundreds of beasts of burden
—horses, camels, and mulesf—on the road to Shiraz.
But although the Persian Government had ordered that
supplies should everywhere be forthcoming for the Eng-

* Mehedi Ali Khan’s own account }n?plied it to my lips and forehead,
of his mission, extracted from Mal- retired to my seat. After I had
colm’s Persian journal, I have thought sate some time I retired to my private
sufficiently interesting to give in the apartment and read the royal letter.
A ix. It was written in the handsomest style,
“ May 13.—My Moonshee arrived, and fall of &rofmaions of joy at my
this day, with the King’s letter. I arrival”—[MS. Joursal.
received it with great state. The 1 Namely, fourteen ridi ga.ndstate
Moonshee, who carried it on a gold horses—forty-two troopers’ horses—
salver, passed through the whole of thirty-six servants’ horses—forty-five
the escort, both cavalry and infant?, horses belonging to the gentlemen of
who were formed into a street in the the suite—twenty-seven carriage ca-
front of the tent, and saluted the mels, and three hundred and forty-six
letter as it passed them. I advanced mules. The presents alone found em-
to the door of the tent tomeet it ; and ployment for a large proportion of the
after taking the letter from the salver, camels and mules.
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lish Embassy at the expense of the State, Malcolm well
knew that the expense of the State would, really and
primarily, be the expense of the people along his road ;
and so wisely and benevolently determined to pay for
everything that was brought into his camp.

On the 15th of June the Embassy reached Shiraz.
They entered the city in regular procession, every person
having his appointed place in the cavalcade. As they
neared the walls, a deputation of the chief Omrah, or
noblemen of the Court, came out to meet them with a
cortége of about a thousand horsemen. When they
approached the British Envoy, they dismounted; and
Malcolm immediately did the same. After an mterchange
of compliments, both parties remounted their horses,
and proceeded together to the Mission tents, where they
sate down and were regaled, after the custom of the
country, with pipes and coﬁ‘ee The utmost courtesy
and good feeling were evinced on’ both sides; and Mal-
colm felt assured that the Persian Government intended
to render all honor to the country of which he was the
representative.

These impressions were confirmed by subsequent acts
of distinguished courtesy on the part of the Prince-
Regent; but when the forms of the coming interview
between his Royal Highness and the British Am-
bassador came to be arranged, ceremonial difficulties
bristled up again, and retarded their adjustment. Ridi-
culous as was the pride and punctiliousness of the
Court—trifling in reality as were the points which the
Prince hesitated to concede, Malcolm resolutely deter-
mined to demand their concession. The first of these
points was that the Prince *should incline his head and
shoulders” on giving the Ambassador the signal to be
seated. The second was, that the gentlemen of Mal-
colm’s suite should be seated during the interview. The
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last was a knotty question of etiquette not capable of
easy solution, for the chief Ministers of the Vice-regal
Court represented that ¢hey were compelled to stand in
the Prince’s presence—why then should not the attend-
ants of the English Elchee? But Malcolm appealed to
precedent and authority. He declared that he could
produce from Persian history no less than five different
examples in support of the observance of the custom for
which he contended. The authorities were admitted ;
but it was argued, on the other hand, that such a liberty
was ‘irreconcileable with the present usage of the
Court.” Malcolm, however, had made up his mind, and
was not to be turned away from his purpose. He di-
rected his Moonshee, therefore, to inform the Persian
Minister “that a wish to conciliate had already led him
to depart more than he ought from those forms which
the customs of his own country rendered proper, and
that, as he meant to comply with no further demands, it
remained with the Persians to end the discussion—that
however disagreeable it might be to him to go to Court
without seeing the Prince-Regent, he should prefer such
a line of conduct to that of sacrificing the dignity of the
Staté he represented.”

Nor was the resolution of the English officer without
its anticipated effect. Fearing the anger of the King
himself, who had directed that all honor should be
rendered to the English Ambassador, the Ministers of
the Prince-Regent wisely counselled compliance with
Malcolm’s demand. But this difficulty was no sooner
cleared away than another presented itself. A dispute
arose regarding the precise point at which the cere-
monial cup of coffee was to be presented to the Ambas-
sador. This also Malcolm cleared away; and on the even-
ing of the 22nd of June he was conducted with becoming
honor to the presence of the Prince. Everything now
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seemed on the point of accomplishment without any loss
of dignity on the part of the representative of Great
Britain. But the trickery of the Persian Ministers was
too much for him after all. Malcolm had saluted the
Prince, and was about to proceed to the seat which had
been agreed upon in the preliminary arrangements for
the interview, when the master of the ceremonies pointed
to a lower one as that on which the Envoy was to seat
himself; and planted his own person resolutely in the
way of the Englishman’s further advance.

Malcolm’s first indignant impulse prompted him at
once to retire from the presence-chamber. * But, con-
sidering the extreme youth of the Prince,” says Malcolm,
in his own account of this untoward affair, “ the marks
of favor I had received from the King, and the peculiar -
situation of the country, I restrained myself from an act
which, agreeably to the customs of Persia, would have
been deemed a very violent one, which might easily
have been misrepresented, and which would probably
have weakened the authority of the Prince-Regent’s Go-
vernment.” “Impelled by these strong motives,” he
adds in his Journal, “I seated myself for a few minutes,
and then took my leave.”

Mortified and indignant, Malcolm returned to his
tents. He conceived it to be a case in which, like the
Prophet, he did well to be angry. He sent at once for
the Mehmendar, through whom the ceremonial of the .
interview had been arranged, and heaped upon him the
severest reproaches. If ample atonement were not made
for what was at once a breach of courtesy and a breach
of faith, the English Ambassador declared that he would
leave Shiraz at once, and report the outrage to the
King. The Mehmendar protested his innocence; declared
that he had been equally deceived; and went at once to
the Minister. On the following morning Malcolm re-
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ceived a flowery epistle from the latter, expressing regret
that offence had been taken about a trifle, where no
offence had been intended; and declaring that it was
altogether a mistake of the chamberlain, who had
pointed to the wrong seat. For his part, he believed
that the Ambassador had designedly taken a lower place,
to testify his respect for the Prince. But to Malcolm
this letter, which was one rather of expostulation than
apology, was unsatisfactory in the extreme. So he
demanded another. He demanded one explicitly de-
claring that the agreement which had been made respect-
ing the ceremonies of the interview had been violated,
and expressing the regret of the Prince-Regent on ac-
count of this violation. Another letter came, no better
than the first. Then pacificatory visits were paid to the
English Envoy. Some of the chief men of Shiraz waited
upon him, endeavouring to appease his anger; but they
only increased his indignation by their petty shifts and
frivolous evasions. No soft words or honeyed compli-
ments could induce him to moderate his demand upon
the Vice-regal Court. He insisted upon a sufficient
apology—and he obtained it.

Then everything went merrily again. Malcolm re-
turned the visits of the chief Persian officers, and was
sumptuously -entertained by them. The stickling for
forms being over, the present-giving commenced. Mal-
colm now began to distribute his largesses with a prodi-
gality which, whether excessive or not, was at least well
considered and systematic. His native predecessor, Me-
hedi Ali Khan, had assured him that he could do nothing
in Persia without such liberality, and had already ren-
dered it in some sort necessary by the gifts which he had
himself distributed, and the expectations which he had
raised. But even out of this present-giving at Shiraz
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some trouble arose. The amari aliquid surged up from
the very midst of the fountain of delights. Malcolm
made a magnificent present to the Prince—a present of
watches and pistols; mirrors and telescopes; shawls and
table-lustres; knives and toothpicks; filagree boxes and
umbrellas; cloths and muslins; with an unlimited supply
of sugar, sugar-candy, and chintz.* The present was
graciously received. But it was reported to Malcolm
that, before his servants had departed, the young Prince
had begun to distribute the more curious articles among
the chief officers of the Court.t And the Persians would
insist upon asking the Envoy the price of the articles
which he gave away. This last impertinence Malcolm
rebuked. But he was told it was the custom of the
country, and that even the King always asked the value
of a present before he condescended to receive it.

Little time was allowed to Malcolm, during his resi-
dence at Shiraz, either to improve his knowledge of the
Persian language, or to acquire information relating to
the history and institutions of the country. But he ne--
glected no opportunity that was within his reach; and,
at all events, his acquaintance with the manners of the
people, mthout an effort on his part, was continually in-
creasing. His letters at this time were brief and hurried,
but amusing. To Mr. Edmonstone, who was then Peman
Translator to the Supreme Government, he wrote some

* The sugar alone would have sup- prete: to be offended because the
plied a grocer in a large way of busi- pments been sent by the hands
ness for a year. The quantity, accord- of a Persian Moonshee,
ing to colm’s onmal, was 339 they ht be taken back; but mb-
maunds—or u q;van‘ls of 27,000 lbs.— lained, that havmg been
besides two tubs of sugar-ea.ndy glven pnbexg the would be taken

+ Another anno circumstance away from him by the reigning family,
arose, too, out of the conduct of Ma- on whose avanee he and
homed Shenﬂ' Khan, to whom Mal- therefore, that their value
colm had sent presents in money and be given secretly to him,
goodutothenfneofSOOl This man,
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pleasant anecdotical epistles, from which I make a few
extracts. He had imbibed something of the genius of
the country, and was already an expert story-teller:

Shiraz, June 28, 1800.—I enclose you a kussuda wrote by a
famous poet, whose poetical name is Mukhlus. Of its merits I
shall say nothing. The man rode thirty miles to present it, and I
was obliged to reward him with some rupees—a mode of appro-
bation which I have no doubt convinced him that I was an excel-
lent judge. In one of the many late revolutions that have afflicted
Persia, it happened that an Afghan was appointed Governor of
Shiraz, who, like most of his tribe, was so illiterate that he could
neither read nor write. A hungry poet was hurrying to compliment
the new Governor with a fine kussuda, when he was stopped by a
friend, who informed him of the Afghan’s ignorance, and ridiculed
the idea of his carrying poetry to a man who could not read. How-
ever, the poet, impelled by necessity to try his fortune, proeeeded,
and entered the Duan-Khana. ¢ Who is that man?” asked the
Governor. ‘A poet, who has brought some verses,” said the
attendant. ‘ What is the use of verses ?’ said the Governor.
“ Verses,” said the poet, taking courage, ‘‘ make great men like
you immartal” % Do they?” said the Afghan. I should like
to hear what they are like.” The poet began to read aloud, but
was stopped before he had finished a couplet by the Governor,
who exclaimed, “Oh! I understand it very well. You want
money. Give that fellow & hundred tomauns!” Away went Mr.
Poet with the cash, which he showed his friend as he passed;
telling him he was mistaken as to the Governor, who was an
excellent judge of poetry, and had a quicker apprehension of an
author’s real meaning and design than any man he had ever met
with.

You will see by my public letters what disputes about forms I
have been engaged in. When I return, I may commence author,
and write a work on the Kyda Nushest-oo-Burkust* of Oriental
Muphsis. We are in general too loose and disregardful of such
points, and it is our general usage which agcasions our distress
in particular instances. This is a truth of which I am well con-

* Literally, the Art of Sitting and Rising—or Court Etiquette.
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vinced, and of which I have no hesitation in confessing myself an
example. No man is exempt from error. Shame can fall only on
those who persevere in a wrong road.

I have sent for the firman of the King, giving an account of
his sacoessful progress in Khorassan, which came yesterday, that
I may peruse it. My doing so will be taken as a compliment. I
shall have to give a handsome present to the Persian that brings
and reads it; but I shall not be able correctly to ascertain its
contents. I have had hitherto so little time to study Persian, that
I fear I shall not return a very improved scholar, further than
having my Hindostanee pronundation corrected. Strachey and
Pasley will both speak well.

Shiraz, July 26, 1800.—I have the pleasure to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 25th of April, from which I re-
ceived no small satisfaction, as it relieved me from some of my
fears. As to that timidity which you compliment me upon, it is
the natural consequence of my youth and inezperience. I trust I
shall not disappoint your hopes; but the expense I have incurred
is heavy, and it is on that score alone I am alarmed. Not that it
i8 one farthing more than I have to the best of my judgment
thought necessary to answer, or rather further, the ends of my
mission, and to support the dignity of the British Government;
but people sometimes differ in their opinions on such points.

With respect to information of the country and its extraordinary
inhabitants, I spare no pains to obtain it. I make what remarks
I am able, and store all the materials I can lay my hands upon for
fature use. This is the only pleasant employment I have; I have
seldom leisure for it, so much am I occupied with forms, feasts,
and intrigues.

I am trying to get some good books, but the task is difficult.
There are few modern writers of celebrity, and the ancient authors
are to be procured both cheaper and better in India. If this
country ever again enjoys repose, it will overflow, as usual, with
poetical productions. The men appear to me all poets. Their -
conversation is elegant, pointed, and witty; and was it not too
often spoilt by flattery, would be the pleasantest in the world. Of
their readiness, you have, no doubt, heard wonders. I am obliged,
by usage, to tell you a story every letter. Take the following:

A Persian ambassador at Constantinople, being asked by the
Grand Signior which he thought the most delightful spot in the
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world, answered, without hesitation, ¢ My own house, please your
Majesty.” “ Your own house!” repeated the monarch, who, from
the ambassador’s reputed politeness had expected a compliment.
“Yes,” said the ambassador, ““my own house. Your Majesty
will, no doubt, readily allow, as all learned men have done, that
the fourth climate is the most delightful in the world. It 1s
equally generally admitted, that Irak surpasses all regions in the
fourth climate. Ispahan is, beyond dispute, the pleasantest place
in Iran; and every Persian knows that Abas-abad is superior to
all other parts of Ispahan; and my house is beyond compare the
best in Abas-abad!” . . . . I shall hunt for the ruins of my
.brother-envoy’s house in about a month.

To his father also he wrote regarding the history and
traditions of the country :

Shiraz, August 17,1800.— . . . . Everything hitherto,
thank God, goes well. I have been received and treated in a
etyle of the most splendid magnificence; and I trust the purposes of
my mission may be answered. Of this you may rest assured, that
no trouble or exertion on my part shall be spared to give satisfac-
tion to those by whom I have been so honorably distinguished.

I employ evety leisure hour in researches into the history of
this extraordinary country, with which we are but little acquainted.
Of the little information we have received respecting its ancient
history from the Greeks you will form an idea, when I assure
you that, with the exception of Alexander’s conquests, which are
related by both authors (though in a very different manner), there
is no fact recorded by the Greeks of which Persian histories make
the least mention, nor is there one name that the Greeks have
given to either the Persian generals or towns that can be under-
stood by any Persian. Indeed, there are many so foreign to the
idiom of his language, that he cannot pronounce them when re-
peated. I shall, I trust, collect materials that will either enable
myself, or some one better qualified, to give much information on
this subject. The climate of this country is delightful. Had it
the constitution of Great Britain, its inhabitants need not sigh for
Paradise. As it is, I would rather live on Douglan Hill.

The summer was now far advanced, and Malcolm was
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eager to push on to Teheran. He had hoped that the
Mission would be able to depart from Shiraz at the
beginning of August—but there was an element of delay
which he knew not how to surmount. Among other
presents for the Shah were some gigantic mirrors, which
there was extreme difficulty in conveying from the coast
to the capital. They had now been for more than two
months moving slowly on men’s heads; and when at last
they reached Shiraz, a question arose as to the means of
their further transport to Teheran. To Malcolm’s appre-
hension, it appeared that they would travel with equal
safety and greater expedition on mules.* Against this,
however, the officers of the Persian Court protested. They
declared such a mode of transport impracticable, and
persuaded the mule-men to support their opinions. But
determined to put the kmotty question to the test, Mal-
colm sent out one of the huge looking-glasses a stage
along the road, and found that it was conveyed without
risk or difficulty on his mule-frames to the appointed
place. The experiment, indeed, was so successful, that
it ought to have silenced all opposition. But the Persian
officers still lifted up their voices in favor of the human
transpoft.

The cause of this was no secret to Malcolm. The
conveyance of a few looking-glasses from a town on the
coast to another in the interior, would seem to be a small
matter. But, in reality, it was a great affair of State,
_ affecting mightily the interests of thousands. The King
had ordered the cumbrous articles to be conveyed to
Teheran at the expense of the State, and although he
was then engaged in important military operations, he
had a place in his heart for the Englishman’s mirrors.
When a report reached Shiraz that some of them had

* Supported on frames with shafts constructed for the purpose.
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been broken on the road, Malcolm was informed that
the King would unquestionably cause all the heads of
the districts and villages concerned in their transport to
be put to death, and their property confiscated, unless the
English Ambassador interceded in their behalf. And, in
reply, he sent a message to the Minister, declaring that if
he heard of one person suffering on this account, the
mirrors should not go a mile further, and that he would
sooner leave Persia than cause the death of one innocent
man. It was plain to him that already the mirrors had
been converted into engines of oppression and extortion.
Twelve hundred men had been daily employed in the
conveyance of them from Bushire to Shiraz. And Mal-
colm was credibly informed that the officers in charge of
them had extorted 4000 tomauns* from the districts
through which the mirrors had passed; and that a great
part of the money had gone into the coffers of Chiragh
Ali Khan, the Minister himself,

Here, then, was the secret of the opposition to the
new mode of transport. The Minister visited Malcolm
with the express object of diverting him from his purpose;
and declared that if ten thousand men expired under the
load it was but a trifle, after all, in comparison with the
desire of his Majesty and his servants to contribute to
the pleasure and convenience of the English Ambas-
sador. But Malcolm was not to be moved either by
arguments or compliments. So, at last, on the 30th of
Avugust, the royal mirrors went forward on the mule-
frames, accompanied by an escort of cavalry and infantry;
and a few days afterwards the Ambassador himself,
having taken formal leave of the Prince-Regent and
been dismissed with all honor, proceeded on his journey
to the capital.

¢ A tomsan is about equal to a pound sterling.
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The journey was not an adventurous onme. On the
23rd of September, the Mission reached Ispahan, the
ancient capital of the empire, and still, when Malcolm
wrote, “ though fallen from its former greatness, beyond
all compare the richest and most populous city in
Persia.” There they were received with extraordinary
respect. A body of 10,000 troops—horsemen and foot-
men—under the son and brother of the Governor, with
an immense concourse of people, went out to meet them.
On the following day, the Begler Beg himself,  with a
numerous and splendid retinue,” waited on Malcolm, and
was profuse in his expressions of friendship. Here the
Mission remained for more than a month, during which
time (a longer period than was intended) they were
magnificently entertained by the chief people of the place,
and returned the compliment with gorgeous presents.
From the hasty letters which he wrote at that time a
few passages may be taken, to illustrate both the style of
his reception at Ispahan, and the feelings with which he
regarded all this pomp and parade :

[To ms UNcLE, MR. JoBN PasLEY.]—Ispakan, Sept. 27,
1800.—1I have the pleasure to inform you of my arrival at the
famous city of Ispahan, which I reached on the 23rd inst. My
stay will not be above ten days here, and I hope to be at Teheran
on the 20th of October. Allis well hitherto. Nothing can exceed
the attention I receive. I was met eight miles from this town by
all the great men, ten thousand troops and about twenty thou-
sand inhabitants, and conducted to my tents, which I have since
left to occupy one of the finest palaces, which has been prepared
for my reception. But were I to venture into any detail of the
extraordinary marks of respect and attention I met with, you
would accuse me of writing you a romance instead of a letter.
All that I can assure you is, that although my head is high it
never was further from being turned. The more I see of this
parade and nonsense, the more I sigh to escape with honor and
reputation from the strange bustle. I shall be able to judge well
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of my probable success in two months more. Hitherto all goes
well, and the confidence which this Miesion has given has already
bestowed new life on the commerce of this quarter. I know that
the orders for India goods from this country are doubled.

[To Mr. EpMONSTONE.]—Ispahan, Oct. 9, 1800.—Though
I did not inform you from Shiraz what I had done in your
commission, do not suppose I was neglectful. I shall present
you with a copy of Sadi and Hafiz that, in point of correctness,
will not be easily equalled. The Sadi I have purchased. It
isin a fine hand, and has been written two hundred and fifty years.
The Hafiz is copying by a Khoush Novess from the celebrated
copy that was collated from a hundred copies by Sheram Khan,
and consecrated at the tomb of the author by that Prince. I have
engaged three Moullahs to compare the copy writing for me with
that at the tomb, and affix their seal in proof of its correctness.

All goes on hitherto swimmingly; attention increases as I
advance. The entertainment given me yesterday by the Begler
Beg exceeded all I have yetseen. The illuminations and fireworks
were very grand; and to crown all, when we were seated in an
elegant apartment, one side of it (which was chiefly formed of
mirrors) opened, and a supper laid out in the English style, with
tables and chairs, presented itself, to our utter astonishment, for
we little expected such apparatus in the middle of Persia. The
difficulty of feasting us in our own style made the compliment the
greater.

You may rest assured that Zemaun Shah can do nothing in
India before the setting in of the rains, 1801. He has not time,
even if he had the power, for such an attempt; and by the
blessing of God, he will for some years to come be too much
engaged in this quarter to think of any other. . However, I only
speak with certainty of the events of the ensuing season. Of
other times I shall be able to give a better opinion in three or
four years more.

I am getting together as much information as I can in this
country; but the nature of my situation requires me to be very
cautious. Accounts are gloomy both from Europe and Egypt.
Those rascals the French will persuade the Turks that they are
their best friends before they have done; and if they succeed in
establishing themselves in Egypt, on any terms, we must look to

every quarter, and to none with more care than the Persian
Gulf, .
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[To TrE SAnE.]:-Ispahan, October 27.—1 have much pleasure
in transmitting you publicly by this despatch a Murasaleh from
the Prince-Regent at Shiraz. You will observe from it, that my
first and great dispute about rank is happily terminated. I give
myself, I assure you, some credit for making these proud gentle-
men alter their style. The nature of my situation, and the dis-
tance I am from you, will oblige me to take some liberties with
his Lordship’s letters, which, under other circumstances, would be
inexcusable. In the first place, I shall not deliver one of the
letters to the Ministers, as they would only create jealousies and
disputes, and be the cause of alarm to the King, who is averse, I
am informed, to his Ministers having any influence. In the
second, as the opinion of Mehdi Ali Khan, and of an abler than
him that I have ventured to consult, leaves me without a doubt
that the Tedwy-Shah-Aulum in the Marquis’s seal would be the
occasion of much difficulty, and might give the King a pretext to
show his greatness, and put a bar on all my proceedings, I have,
therefore, after much consideration, put the Company’s large seal
with the credentials on the King's letter, and a smaller one on the
credentials, The impression of the seal in the inside of the letter
is so indistinct, that there is nothing to be read from it but the
Kishwur Hind : so it cannot betray us. I am not at all pleased
with this transaction, and am not assured the Marquis will. I
have acted, as far as my judgment goes, for the best.

I shall be at Teheran on the 12th of next month, and a short
time will ensble me to tell you what will be the result of the
Misgion. Had I to dorwith men of sense and moderation I should
not fear; but I have to deal with a race that are possessed of

neither.

On the 28th of October the Mission departed from
Ispahan, and pursued their journey to the capital.
At the flourishing city of Cashan, whose silks and
carpets are among the finest in the world, they were
welcomed with demonstrations of honor, and received
with magnificent hospitality. One of the royal palaces
had been fitted up for the habitation of the Ambassador,
and a succession of feasts prepared for his entertainment.

VOL. I K
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The liberality of the Governor somewhat perplexed him ;*
and an episode of another kind tried his forbearance to
the utmost.t But he was proof against both assaults,
and proceeded on his journey without any loss either of
dignity or temper.

As the Embassy approached Teheran, a goodly assem-
blage came out to greet it. Many of the chief officers
of state, with several squadrons of the King's body-
guards, had been despatched some miles along the road
to conduct the English Envoy to the residence which
had been prepared for his reception. . It was the house
of the Prime Minister, Hadjee Ibrahim, who had been
especially appointed to attend the British Ambassador.
A sumptuous dinner had been provided for him, of
which the Minister also partook, and the evening was
passed in friendly conversation. Our friendship with
the Russians, and our bitter enmity against the French,
were the chief topics of discourse. And Malcolm was
repeatedly assured that the King was beyond measure
delighted at his auspicious arrival.

On the 16th of November, the English Ambassador
was presented to the Persian monarch. After the cere-
monies had been arranged, Malcolm, with all his suite,
proceeded towards the palace, the dfums and trumpets
of his escort heralding his approach. One of his chief
Hindostanee servants carried the letter of the Governor-

* The Governor sent Malcolm a necessary was it to maintain the dig-
dress of honor and some fine horses, nity of his office, as measured by the
and requested that he would wear the ceremonial standard of the country.
former and ride one of the latterto an ~ } * An entertainment of fireworks,
entertainment he was about to give &c., was prepared in the garden this
him. To this request Malcolm replied evening. At the conclusion of this,
that he could not wear a Khelat over one of the chief officars, who had been
his clothes from any n except the appointed to wait upon me, being much
King, and therefore he hoped the Go- intoxicated, spoke In & manner rather
vernor would not send it; but that he disrespectful, of which I took no notice,
would have no objection to ride one except bg end%th; conversation and
of the horses, provided he was allowed retirmg.”==[ M ’s MBS, Jowrnal.]
to put his own saddle upon it: so .
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Geperal. On reaching the inner gate, having dis-
mounted, the Ambassador was conducted to an apartment
in which the Dewan-Beg* was sitting, and desired to
seat himself on the other end of the same cushion. The
Governor-General’s letter was then placed between
them. Coffee and pipes were introduced ; and after the
lapse of nearly an hour it was announced that the King
himself was seated on the throne, and that he was pre-
pared to receive the English Envoy in the Dewan-Khana,
or Hall of Audience.

Conducted by the chamberlains, or masters of the
ceremonies, Malcolm advanced, wearing the uniform of
an English officer.f The audience-chamber was at the
further end of a great square, “in various parts of which
the officers of the Court were marshalled according to
their respective ranks.” It was a lofty chamber, pro-
fusely ornamented, in one corner of which the King,
gorgeously attired, and one blaze of jewellery, was seated
upon his cushioned throne. As Malcolm advanced,
attended by the masters of the ceremonies—one of the
officers of the Court bearing the Governor-General's
letter on a golden salver—he uncovered his head when-
ever they made obeisance. As he neared the throne, a
herald proclaimed that Captain John Malcolm was come
from the Governor-General of India to see his Majesty
of Persia. ¢ He is welcome,” replied the King. Then

RECEPTION BY THE KING.

® The Dewan-Beg (or Lord of the
Court) was Solimaun Khan, chief of
the great Kujjar tribe, and therefore a
man of the highest consideration. A
;leisf'g::le subsequently arose out of the

of this man to rise upon Mal-
colm’s entrance.

+ Mehedi Ali Khan had endeavoured
to persuade Malcolm to array himself
in costly ap; more in accordance
with the ideas of the people than his
plain soldier’s uniform. But he laughed

to scorn all such mummery, and de-
clared that he would appear at the Per-
siaﬁi Court as an Englishman and a
soldier.

1 “The King,” wrote Malcolm in
his journal, “has a fine countenance
and an elegant person. He was dressed
with a magnificence which it is impos-
sible to describe—being covered with
jewels, many of which are those of
kadirShah. His dress could not be
worth less than a million sterling.”

K 2
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Malcolm walked up to the door of the audience-cham-
ber, made a low bow, advanced to the centre of the
room, and there took the seat provided for him. The
gentlemen of his suite sate at a distance below him.*
The Prime Minister received the Governor-General's
letter, and presented it to the King, who ordered it to be
opened ; and one of the Secretaries of State then “broke
the seal and read it with a very loud voice, in a clear
and distinct manner.”

Having repeated his expressions of welcome, the
King inquired after his Majesty of England ; hoped that
King George was in good health; asked how many
wives he had; and put some perplexing questions re-
specting the manners of our Court. Then, havingin-
quired after the treatment which the Ambassador had
received on his journey, and how he liked the climate of
the country, his Majesty spoke of the friendship which
had always existed between Persia and Great Britain,
and of the pleasurable feelings with which he contem-
plated its establishment on a firm basis. But beyond
these general expressions of good feeling nothing passed
at the interview relating to business of state. Malcolm,
however, had every reason to congratulate himself on
his reception. The affability with which the King had
discoursed with him was declared to be “ gracious be-
yond example.”

On the 27th of November, Malcolm was again con-
ducted to the audience-hall. The magnificent presents
which he had brought with him were now to be laid at
the feet of the King. Watches glittering with jewels;
caskets of gold beautifully enamelled ; lustres of varie-
gated glass; richly chased guns and pistols of curious

* This matter, as at Shiraz, had being ready thhhxsprecedentsthe
caused some dnﬂiculty,but Malcolm obstaclehadbeenremov
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construction ; marvels of European science, as air-
guns and electrifying: machines; besides a diamond
of great value, and the mirrors, which had been
brought up with so much toil, were now spread out
before the gratified eyes of the Persian monarch. He
received them with every mark of satisfaction, and
spent an hour in affable discourse with the Elchee. He
had many questions to ask. He was curious to know
what were the manners and customs of the people, and
more especlally the Courts of England and India; how
many princes of the blood there were in the former
country ; how they were treated by the King; and how
the succession to the throne was regulated. To all of
these Malcolm returned short but satisfactory answers;
and took his leave pleased as before.

The present which he had made to the King was,
doubtless, a magnificent one; and it put the Company to
very heavy charges. It was much larger than Malcolm
had designed ; but he believed that it did not exceed
the amount which sound policy at the time dictated.
He had begun thoroughly to understand the character
of the magnates of the Persian Court; to know what
very little people they were—people with the weak-'
nesses of children, and only the vices of men. If he had
had to deal with men of probity and good sense, he
would have acted differently—but with such a people,
with “a Government,” as he said, *“not two stages re-
moved from a state of barbarism,” what could he do?
He would have been but a sorry diplomatist if he had
not shaped his conduct in accordance with the temper -
of the Court to which he was deputed. He believed
that the object for which he had been despatched to
Persia would be best attained by bribing the Court
into acquiescence ; and he thought it was sound policy
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and good economy to bribe not like a pedlar, but a
King.*

And the system adopted was, at all events, crowned
with success. No sooner had Malcolm delivered his
. presents than business proceeded apace. After some
intrigues on the part of another Persian nobleman of
inferior rank and official position, Hadjee Ibrahim Khan,
the chief Minister, was appointed to negotiate the treaty
with the British Ambassador. Many months had now
been expended in the observance of forms and the per-
formance of ceremonies; and Malcolm was eager to
report some substantial progress to the Government
" which he represented. The delay had not, however,
been without its uses. The *whirligig of Timeshad
brought in its revenges.” Zemaun Shah, the once-
dreaded invader, had been reduced to impotence by fear
of invasion. The assailant of other kingdoms was now

* As the extra ce of Mal-

of the er of an Euro nation
colm’s mission, ially in the matter L Pro s

to rival it in & country where so much

of presents, has been commented upon
by some writers (myself among the
number), it is only right that his own
recorded justification should be given
in this place. “T had good grounds,”
he wrote in his journal, *to conclude
that my conduct on this point will
establish me an influence that would
enab(l}eo me to bothofthe Political
and Commercial objects of my mission,
without subjecting the Goverynment to
any hea nts; and that, at
alleven,mxingwonldbeso
pleased as to have had no hesitation
in making a ign to Khorassan
next season—a subject in which I
had reason to think there was a differ-
ence of opinion among the Mini
and this in_itself appeared an object
of primary im; . Secondly, so
t a present is in i i
e style of the Mission; and

may
veatare to say, will put it almost

out

with tiations

on show and expense as in
Persia. Thirdly, in proportion to this
particular act the conduct of the King
must, to a certain d , be regu-
lated in the Embassy which he se:
to the Governor-General ; and not only
the dignity of the British Government
will be advanced, but the present ex-
pense in some measure met, by the
valae of the presents he sends on that
occasion. Fourthly, not only my ﬁ
sonal consequence, which is of the
import to my success, will be esta-
blished, and the most honorable treat-
ment secured, but all tongues will be
silenced—none daring to in this
country against a man with whom the
sovereign is pleased. And, fifthly, it
is probable that my stay in Persia will
be shortened two months by my nego-
being facilitated—a circum-
stance which, if it takes place, will
meet the additional expense.”
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trembling for the safety of his own. He had enemies
' abroad and enemies at home. War and revolution-
threatened not only his sovereignty but his life. The
invasion of Khorassan by the Persians, which Mehedi
Ali Khan had suggested, had brought Zemaun Shah °
back to Western Afghanistan, just as Malcolm was
entering the Persian territory; and now the rebellion
of Prince Mahmoud, which Futteh Ali had fomented,
cleansed the mind of the Douranee monarch of every
vain thought of attempting the invasion of Hindostan.
Whilst Malcolm was negotiating the Persian treaty,
the unhappy ruler of Afghanistan was nearly at his
last gasp. This circumstance was greatly in our -
favor. That which Mehedi Ali Khan had asserted
with diplomatic mendacity might now be truthfully
repeated by Malcolm. The English in Indita were no
longer disturbed by any thoughts of the armies of Ze-
maun Shah.
One source of embarrassment was thus removed. Mal-
colm could now assume a tone far more independent
than that which was. permitted him whilst the with-
drawal of Zemaun Shah was in reality the leading object
of his mission. He could adopt the language of his pre-
decessor without lying. So he told Hadjee Ibrahim
that it was necessary, to the cultivation of the friendship
of the two states, that a Commereial Treaty advantageous
to the interests of both should be concluded; but that,
as to the Political Treaty, although prudence would
. seemto recommend it, there appeared no immediate

necessity for it on the part of either. This, he added,
. “being particularly the case with the English Govern.
ment, he was anxions to know the sentiments of his
Majesty before he entered into any particulars respecting
such a treaty ; but if he found them favorable, he should,
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without hesitation, prepare a schedule of that as well as
of the commercial one.”*

But Hadjee Ibrahim clutched at the double treaty ;
and asked Malcolm to prepare the schedules. On the
3rd of December the latter presented the required do-
cuments to the Persian Minister. The different articles
of the two treaties were accompanied by a running com-
mentary, setting forth the reasons which seemed to re-
commend them to the adoption of the two States. The
Commercial Treaty declared that there should be un-
restricted trade between the two countries; that the
English should have the right of establishing factories
wherever they pleased on the coast or the interior of:

. Persia; that they should have the power to punish (but
not with loss of life) Persian subjects attached to the
factory, and offending against its laws; that natives of
England or India belonging to our factories should be
free from the payment of taxes and other imposts; that
no import duties were to be levied on the staple articles
sent by the East India Company to Persia; that the
authorities of both States should render every assistance
to each other’s vessels in distress; and that the English
should be placed in possession of the islands of Kishm,
" Anjam, and Khargh, in the Persian Gulf, with per-
- mission to fortify and occupy them.t It was a sketch-
treaty, indeed, very advantageous to the British Govern-

* Malcolm’s MS. Journal. Further sure, Ishould neither ist i m it, nor
on he says: « On the {ohtwal part of enter into further exs

my mission I uﬁl id not then ac-
lestI should, b any belong to Persia, though the
give an idea ot:;“ﬁnﬁe lamﬁ a right of sov ty

purchase the assistance of over tlwm They were oecumnliy
monarch I told the Hadjee, that if the Arabs of the oag:mte t
the King his master saw his advan- was, however, i er of the

in entering into political engage- Persians at any time to reannex them
:gn?ts on rinciples c}}opmdenoe and to their empu-g and it was only under
equi snchI was authorised by their alliance that we could have oocu-
the vemorGeneraltoeontmct but pied or retained possession of them.
that if he was averse to such a mea-
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ment. Its advantages to the Persians were, that they
were to be permitted to purchase as much of our produce
as we were disposed to send them.

The Political Treaty declared that neither State should,
on any occasion, give assistance or countenance to the
enemies of the other; that the ambition of Zemaun Shah
should be repressed ; that the King of Persia should make
no peace with that monarch which did not stipulate that
he should for ever abandon all thoughts of invading
Hindostan; and that if he should ever break the en-
gagement, the King of Persia should immediately attack
him ; that the East India Company, on their part, if
Zemaun Shah were to invade the Persian territory,
should aid their ally by sending him military stores,
and by any other practicable measure; that in order to
further the King of Persia’s existing attempt on Kho-
rassan, the English should undertake to land at Bushire,
within a given time, certain pieces of ordnance with their
equipments; that if the French should attempt to effect
a landing in the Persian Gulf| or should invade any other
part of the Persian dominions, the King of Persia should
either lead or send an army to expel them, and that the
English should despatch ships of war and troops to co-
operate with the Shah, and supply ordnance and military
stores for the purpose; and finally; that the King of
Persia should engage never to allow the French, or any
European power in alliance with them, to build a fort, or
to settle in any part.of the Persian dominions.

Such was the substance of the two treaties, the dif-
ferent articles of which Malcolm supported with an over-
whelming array of written argument in the shape of mar-
ginal memoranda. That the French were not spared we
might have been sure, even without a record of the fact.
It was one of the objects of the English Ambassador to
alarm the Persian Court by dwelling upon the demo- -
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cratical tendencies and the regicidal propensities of the
French; and this it was easy to do without a word of
exaggeration. But before the purport of the Political
Treaty had been communicated to the King, intelligence
was received by Malcolm to the effect that the French
had evacuated Egypt. Coupled with tidings of the con-
tinued success of the rebellion of Prince Mahmoud in
Afghanistan, the news from.the banks of the Nile ren-
dered Malcolm even less anxious than before to press
the Political Treaty upon the Court. He thought it
would be well, under all these improved circumstances,
to leave it to the King to take the initiative himself.

In the mean while, that article of the Commercial
Treaty which stipulated for the surrender of the islands
in the Persian Gulf was creating much excitement and
discussion among the statesmen of the capital. It was
generally unpopular. Some believed that the objections
to it were insuperable. Others thought that acquiescence
might be bought, after the usual fashion. At the head
of the opposition was Meerza Sheffee, whose influence
was then on the ascendant at the Persian Court.* It
was intimated to the Envoy that a few hundred tomauns
would secure the support of this man; and to Malcolm
it seemed bad policy to withhold a douceur which was
to produce such desirable results. So the money was
given. But the opposition continued. It was plain that
there were other impediments than the cupidity of this
 intriguing politician.

The King himself was alarmed. And what wonder? -
Ignorant as were the Persians, they knew at least that
the English had somehow established factories on the
coast of India, and that out of these factories had arisen
the greatest political phenomenon the world had ever

® He subsequently reached the mthelater of our relations with
highest eminence, and was conspicuous the P



THE ISLANDS IN THE GULF. " 139

seen—the British Empire in the East. They may not!
have been thoroughly acquainted with all the progressive
steps by which this great result had been attained ; but,
perhaps, they had a strong suspicion of the fact that this
very * permission to fortify,” now sought in the Persian
Gulf, had been the beginning of the conquest of India.
There was a warning conveyed by this page of history,
very intelligible, when once suggested, to the Shah.
And Malcolm had sufficient candor and sufficient saga-
city to acknowledge the force of the suggestion. He
saw that if the idea once took possession of the Persian
mind, it was sure to be, and not unreasonably, an
obstacle to the conclusion of the Commercial Treaty.
So he intimated, in familiar converse to some of the
chief officers of state, that he was sorry he had said
anything about the islands ; that it was perfectly plain
that if the English required them for their own uses,
they could easily take them; but that the protection of
the Persian trade, especially against the pirates who
infested the Gulf, was a great matter, and unless the
English occupied some such post as was proposed it was
difficult to secure this desirable end. But the alarm
that had been created was not ‘easily to be allayed. It
was intimated to Malcolm that the terms generally of the
Commercial Treaty were acceded to by the King—that
his' Majesty was willing also to conclude the Political
one without any curtailment—but that, as the cession of
the islands involved many important considerations, he
thought it expedient that the settlement of the question
should be deferred; snd that as he purposed to depute
an Ambaseador to India, the matter could then be dis-
cussed and

Whilst these negotiations were going on—necessarily
in an indirect and desnltory manner—the old year wore
to a close, and Malcolm grew eager to bring the business
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Ambassador, whom the King was abount to despatch to
Hindostan, should reach that country.

Everything now promised a speedy conclusion to these
long-protracted negotiations. One difficulty after another
had been cleared away, and the goal seemed to be really
in view. But when, on the 25th of January, copies of
the two treaties, drawn up by the Persian Ministers,
were presented to Malcolm, he found that they had been
“altered and mutilated in such & manner as to have lost
their original form.” This was too much for the patience
even of the most enduring of ambassadors; and Malcolm
was not one to submit to it without manifesting his in-
dignation. So he sent back the treaties with a message
to the Ministers, requesting them, as a favor, at once to
put an end to their trifling and duplicity, and declaring
that he was anxious to leave Teheran, but could see no
end to the negotiations, unless they would be pleased to
proceed in a straightforward manner. This remonstrance
had the desired effect. The treaties were returned with
a request that he would correct them, and a promise that
they should be immediately made out in the words of
his amended copies.

No time was lost in amending the drafts and returning
them to the Persian Ministers. But Malcolm’s patience
was tried by further delay. So, after the lapse of two
days, feeling certain that without some such demon-
stration upon his part the fair copies of the treaties
would not be sent to him, he ordered forward his tents
and his baggage, and made every preparation for the
march. On the 28th, the chief Minister, Hadjee Ibra-
him, dined with him; and after dinner the treaties were
brought. All the necessary formalities of signing and
sealing were then gone through in the manner which
- had been previously agreed upon; and then Malcolm
rejoiced, for he knew that his work was done.
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‘Whether these treaties* were ever formally concluded
and rendered binding on the two States, has been some-
times questioned. A treaty between two states is not
binding on either umtil the signatures or seals of the two
contracting powers, or their legitimate proxies, or repre-
sentatives, are attached to them. It seems that in the
very midst of the negotiation it was declared that the
king could not attach his seal or signature to a treaty
made with any one of lower rank, and that as the Go-
vernor-General of India was at most only a Viceroy, the
treaty then under consideration could not bear the royal
seal, or the royal signature. But this difficulty was sur-
mounted by the suggestion that a firman, in the name
of the king, should be attached, under the royal seal, to
each of the treaties, calling upon all the officers of the
state to fulfil its prescribed conditions. The copies of
the treaties, with the royal firman attached, and sealed
by Hadjee Ibrahim, as proxy for the king, were given
to Malcolm; and another set, signed by Malcolm, was
delivered to the Persian Minister. This latter set was
to be retained by the Persian Court until other copies,
issued in the name of the English Government, under a
mandate corresponding with the King of Persia’s firman,
could be formally given to the ambassador deputed to
receive them.t It would seem, therefore, that up to
this point the treaties had not been formally concluded. -
It had been agreed that a Persian nobleman, Hadjee
Khalil Khan, should be despatched immediately to India

* The treaties themselves will be Those which had the firmans of the
found in the A; ix. I doubt whe- affixed, after being sealed by the
ther they have published before. jee (Tbrahim Khan), were given to
They are not given in the collection of me md another set signed and sealed
treatles published by order of Parlia- ilme were delivered to him to keep,
ment at the outset of the Afghan war. copies with an order in the name

+ Malcolm’s words, as contained in of the lish Government should be

his journal, are—* After dinner the ﬁen by the Governor-General to the
fan' copies of the treaties were brought. bassador from the King of Persia.”
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to conclude the business; but a lamentable accident, of
which I shall presently have occasion to write, prevented
its conclusion. In whatever state our relations were
when Malcolm quitted Persia, they remained for some
years afterwards, until, indeed, a new treaty was con-
cluded. Neither statesmen nor public writers, at the
time or since, have had any very clear perception of the
‘state in which our relations actually were after the first
_ Mission to Persia. The question was never raised by
the necessity for any practical solution of it. We had
stirring work nearer home; and, whether the obligations
of the Persian treaties would, or would not, have been
regarded, they remained in effect a dead letter.
" But although the letter of the treaty may have been a
"dead letter, its spirit was a living influence. It is not to
be doubted that whatever may have come, or may have
not come, of the articles to which Captain John Malcolm
and Hadjee Ibrahim Khan affixed their seals, the mission

of the former to the Court of Persia had an effect upon

-the mind both of the king and the people very beneficial

to our interests. It raised the character of the British
nation in their eyes; and in proportion as we rose in
their favor our enemies declined. What was really
. established was & general good feeling between the two
countries. The specific advantages accruing from the
Mission it is not so very easy to define.*

Of the treaties themselves it has been said that they
were distinguished by nothing so much as the truculence
with which they proscribed the French. But the passages
which have been most condemned are contained not in

® That this Mission may have had a for he“endeavoured to conceal the im-
tendency to lay bare our secret fears portance attached to the Political hase
of invasion by an E power ad- of the question, and to keep the
vancing on India through Persia, would mercial qTrea prominently forwa.rd as
cgll::“ to be more than probable. Mal- the real obJect of his lmssmn.

to have been aware of this,

~——
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the treaties, but in the firmans which the King attached °
tothem. Those firmans, as I have shown, were written
merely for the purpose of getting over a formal difficulty;
and it does not appear that Malcolm was responsible
either for the letter or for the spirit of these sanguinary
edicts. In one of these firmans an order is issued to the
provincial Governors, directing that they shall expel and
extirpate the French, and never allow them to obtain a
footing in any place, and that in order to accomplish this
they were “at full liberty to disperse and slay the in-
truders.” But whether this order was intended to be
taken in its literal acceptation, or (as assuredly it. was)
a mere Oriental flourish in keeping with the rest of the
firman, Malcolm does not appear to have originated it.
The firmans of the King were his own, and he was re-
sponsible for them. If the words had been in the body
of the treaty it might have been a different matter.*®
That the language of the treaties themselves was suffi-
- ciently strong, will appear to every one who takes the
trouble to read them. The two contracting parties
undertook to expel and extirpate the French if they ever
attempted to occupy the islands or shores of Persia. But
we must no more read these treaties of 1801 with the eyes
of 1855, than their Oriental verbiage with the under-
standings of Englishmen. Every Englishman in those
days hated the French. In no one was the anti-Gallican
feeling stronger than in the Governor-General. Lord
Wellesley had instructed Malcolm to keep the French
out of Persia; and those were not times in which we were
wont to be over-nice in the language wherein we pro-

# Tt has been stated (in the Calenita
Review, vol. xii.) by one of the highest

‘to 1 and exti —to di
and-slay,’ ” &o. Buf it will ham

possible authorities on all subjects
connected with our Persian diplomacy,

that “ Captain Maleolm persuaded the
Bhah to issue a firman to the provin-
cial Governors, which di them

VOL. I.

seen that this is hardly a correct ver-
sion of the matter, the firman having
been attached to the treaty as a mere
makeweight, in order to enable the
King’s seal to be set upon it.

L
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seribed our enemies. I doubt not that many things were
said snd written in these days which it would mot be
pleasant to read in the spring of 1855 in the Champs
Elysées or the trenches of Sebastopol. But at the dawn
of the present century it was considered only proper
patriotism to speak of the French as savage animals
beyond the pale of civilisation. And the English in
India, who knew the results better than the ecanses of
the French Revolution, were, perhaps, even mare bitter
-against them than their brethren at home. The feeling
may not have been creditable, but it was very natural ;
and Malcolm, who did everything in a hearty, outright
manner, I have no doubt cursed the French with as
much complacency as the rest.

A chapter of pure diplomacy is one neither pleasant
to write, nor pleasant to read. Indian diplomacy, how-
ever, is for the most pert of a mixed character. Its
acoompaniments are the din of arms snd the roar of
artillery, not the splutter of fireworks and the lying
euphuism of silken courtiers. It was on fields of enter-
prise and danger, where treaties were to be dictated at
the point of the bayonet, not bought by jewelled watches
and bags of sugar, that the nobility of Maleolm’s nature
shone out to the greatest advantage. He was sent to
Persia by Lord Wellesley, commissioned to do a certain
work, which he did, in as manly snd as effectval a way
as it was possible to do it. But he had to deal with
tricksters and liars ; with men beyond all example
gelfish and cupidinous; and it was impossible to nego-
tiate with such a people in perfect singleness and sin-
cerity without incurring the risk of eventual failure. If
there were any deviations from that pure simplicity of
truth, which it is so delightful to contemplate both in
public and in private life, they are chargeable to the
profession of diplamacy, and the position in which Mal-
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colm was placed, not to the character of the man; whilst,
on the other hand, to the character of the man we are
to attribute the fact that, in spite of his profession, and
in spite of his position, there was so much manliness
and straightforwardness, so much firmness and honesty,
apparent in these very trying negotiations with a most
contemptible Court.

Glad, indeed, was Malcolm when it was all over, and
he had turned his back on the Persian capital.* But
knowing the difficulties which he had encountered, he
felt no common anxiety to learn that his efforts were
approved by the Governor-General. From Hamadan,
whence he despatched his public report of the conclu-
sion of his labors, he wrete privately to Mr. Edmonstone
on the same day :

Hamadan, February 20, 1801 —You will see by my public
despatch of this date that I have brought my labors in this quarter
to a close; whether with oredit or not, it is the province of my
superiors to judge. I can only say, in self-defence, that I have
done as muck as I was able, and no man can do more. I am far
from admiring my own work, or considering it (as termed in one
of the preambles) a beautiful image in the mirror of perpetuity. It
is, on the contrary, I know, a very incarrect performance, and I
can hope it to meet with a favorable consideration only on the
grounds of the difficulties I had to encounter in a first negotiation
with a Government not two stages removed from .a state of bar-
barism.

I chall be in a state of suspense.and anxiety until I know the
Governor-General’s sentiments, which I cannot expect before I
reach Bombay. I beg you will write me the moment you can
with certainty on this subject, and relieve me from my cares, or
fears, if possible; if not, acquaint me vnth the causes of dis-
pleasuve.

* For some interesting incidents whmh,mthnbehzftbatntbuhu
connected with Maloolm’s departure extensi read, I have purpasely
from Teheran, I would refer the reader made bnt ittle use in this chapter.
to his Skefches of Persia—a work of

L2
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The motives which have guided my conduct in this Mission
will be best seen in my journal, which I shall present at my return
to his Lordship, not as a made-up, dressed paper, but as a faithful
diary of my actions, which has little to secommend it but truth
devoid of ornament, Such an account I not only thought would
be more useful than any other, but also more in conformity to the
instructions I received from his Lordship on that subject.

As I was obliged to hasten my departure from Teheran in order
to bring my negotiations to a conclusion, and as I did not get the
treaties till & few hours before I left that capital, I could make no
translations of them till I reached Hamadan; and as I have hardly
yet recovered my sight, which I entirely lost for several days by
my journeys through the snow, I fear the translations are not so good
a8 they should have been. The preambles are the most difficult
pepers I ever read. How often have they made me curse Meerza
Reza Runt, the Moonshee-ul-Mamaluk, and all the tribe of Mous-
.taphas, who, in defiance of reason and remonstrance, persisted
‘in writing such bombastic nonsense. I unfortunately produced a

~copy of a late Indian treaty as a sample of that simplicity of style
which was the best to use in engagements, though I allowed it
was not elegantly written. The Meerza, after reading two articles,
said he would give in his resignation to his sovereign before such
& paper was copied into the records of the office over which he
presided.

Two days afterwards he wrote to Colonel Kirkpa-
trick:*

Hamadan, Feb. 22, 1808.— . . . . Campbell shall join you as

- soon a8 possible. His going before me is out of the question, as
I mean to post to Calcutta. ~ Perhaps he may be a month later,
as there are many points requiring arrangement thatI cannot
well trust to any other person. Of this you miay rest assured,

* Colonel Kirkpatrick, when Mal- appointed Resident at Poonsh, and
»:gh:lhleeglndn, wa:v Political Sem&etﬁrry latter hiueoee'gﬁd tochthe Political
reme ernment, an . Secretaryship. ese changes were,
“Edmonst‘;?le was Persian Translator. however, uninown to Malcolm when
But in January, 1801, the former was he wrote the letters in the text.
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that we shall all be in Calcutta as soon as possible—none, pro-
bably, before June, and none, I hope, later than July.’

I promised you two months’' accounts from this, and I am
ashamed to break my word. But what is to be done ? The
terrible march we have had through the snow has quite laid up
Charles Pasley, who wasill when I left Teheran, and is now con-
fined with a fever. Campbell has had all the arrangements of the
march on his shoulders, as my eyes, the sight of which I lost for
several days from the snow, with difficulty served me to finish the
long despatches which I have sent by this packet to Lord Wel-
lesley. I, however, enclose 2 memorandum which will enable
you to judge pretty nearly the expenses of this Mission. They
are, no doubt, large ; but I hope the object accomplished will be-
considered adequate. If all my letters have reached you, I think
your alarms respecting any invasion this season must have been.
sufficiently decreased to have prevented the annual expense on.
that score ; and I trust that this will be equally the case in the
next. And on that ground alone the heavy charges of this
Mission may perhaps be met. I do not mean this as an excuse
for my disbursements. Such must rest on different grounds.
They have been made with a double view of answering tem-
porary purposes, and of establishing, on the footing on which it
ought to rest, the name and reputation of the British nation in
a country, which so many events may hereafter connect with its
interests, like that of Persia. How far the first object has been.
answered a few years will show. A longer date must explain the-
latter.

My journal, which is a plain paper written from day to day,
i8 the best record I can give Lord Wellesley to enable him to-
form a decisive judgment of my conduct. Of my anxiety to
know his sentiments, you who know my disposition can judge.
My alarms on this subject arise from no want of confidence in
his indulgence and liberality. Itis a knowledge of the place I
hold in his estimation, and the value I attach to that, which
makes me fearful of forfeiting a good opinion of which I have
hitherto had such cause to be proud. . . .. You may rest assured
of two facts—one, that Zemaun Shah, if he preserves his kingdom,
can alone do it by marching to this quarter ; and the other, that
the King of Persia will advance into Khorassan.
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The apprehensions expressed in the letters to Edmon-
stone and Kirkpatrick were removed by communications
which in course of time reached Malcolm from Calcutta.
Among others who wrote to assure him that what he had
done met with the hearty approbation of the Governor-
General was Mr. Henry Wellesley, who had recently
returned from a hasty visit to England, and who had
now to tell not only what was said of Malcolm in Cal-
cutta, but what was said of him also in London. The
receipt of the following letters must have gladdened the
heart of the returning Ambassador:

MR. HENRY WELLESLEY TO MAJOR MALCOLM.

Fort William, March 28, 1801.

My pEAR MarcorM,—You have so much reason to think me
very negligent for not writing to you, that I shall not attempt to
make any excuses for my silence, but trust to your generosity for
forgiveness. You will be the less disposed to pardon me when
I tell you that while I was in England I frequently heard Mr.
Dundas, and other great men, speak of you in a manner which
gave me great pleasure, and ought not to be less gratifying to you.
Whenever you were the subject of conversation, I always deter-
mined to write to you the next day; but, as it usually happens
in London, something always occurred to frustrate my good in-
tentions. Having thus made amende honorable, I shall proceed to
state to you that all wise people in England think that very
satisfactory consequences are likely to result from your Embassy.
There are not wanting some who are disposed to blame it, as
tending to give umbrage to the Court of St. Petersburg; but
these are of that description of person who never look at a
measure but with the view of condemning it, and wha, rather
than not find fault with it, will attempt to combine interests ¢ far
as the poles asunder.”

I am led to hope that this will ind you at Bombay ; and Iam
further gratified by hearing from my brother that he intends to
summon you to the Presence. I shall then have it in my power
to communicate to you in person all the handsome things which
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I heard of you in England, and to thank you for my Amb horse,
which, howevez, is better suited to your skill as & horsemean than
to mine.

T end muy letier, as most people would have commenced theirs,
by telling you that I arrived here on the 21st of February, after
& very tedioua passage of more than five months. Remember me
to Strachey and to Pasley, and

Beliave me, dear Malcolm,
Yours nsosi sincerely,
Hexry WELLESLEY.

I forgot to mention that the Prince of Wales told ms he
should be delighted to receive, and should be mueh obliged to you
for, any arms you may have it in your power to send him. ;When
you send them you had better accompany them by a.letter from
yourself; or if that does not please you, address a letter to Sir
Thomas Tyrwhitt, his private secretary. I see no reason, however,
why Baba Khan should not address a friendly letter to the Prince
of Wales. According to Asiatic notions, I rather think the former
is degraded by writing to the latter.

My brother, hearing I was writing to you, has' this moment
desired me to summon you to the Presence. This is really no
joke. Pray come as soon as you can, My brother has also de-
sired me to say that no time should be lost in retrenching the
expenses of the Embassy.

ME. HEXRY WELLESLEY TO CAPTAIN MALCOLM.

Barrackpore, May 19, 1801.

My pEar Mavrcorm,—Although I think it probable that this
lester will eross you on your way to Calcutta, yet ¥ cannot help
writing to tell you that my brother highly approves of all your
proceedings, and that he thinks you have conducted the whole of
. your negotiations in a very masterly manner. If the report be
well founded of the Emperor Paul's intention to invade Hindostan
through Persis, it is possible that your Embassy may be attended
with more important consequences than we are yet aware of; and
I should not be at all surprised if it were to be found expedient
to send you back to the Court of Persia. I sincerely hope, how-
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ever, that you may not again be obliged to traverse such inhos-
pitable regions as those you have lately passed, particularly as I
have reason to think that a career no less brilliant is open to you
in India. You have probably heard that Colonel Kirkpatrick is
seriously ill at Madras—so ill as to lead him to apprehend that a
change of climate is absolutely necessary to his recovery. Should

he be compelled to leave India on account of his health, the

Residency at Poonah will be open, and I have reason to believe
that you will either be appointed to that situation, or to some
other equally creditable and advantageous—and that without loss
of time,

I hope my assurances of my brother's entire approbation of
your conduct will be sufficient, until he can express to you in
person, and in terms more nearly adequate to the services you
have rendered, his high sense of the important advantages result-
ing from your Embassy.

Ever, my dear Malcolm,
Most sincerely yours,
HeNry WELLESLEY.

On the 23rd of February the Mission left Hamadan,
and proceeded on their homeward journey. Malcolm
was the bearer of a letter from the Governor-General
to the Pacha of Baghdad. They therefore struck off to-
wards the Turkish frontier; and on the 15th of March
they crossed the ill-defined boundary of the two countries.
Friendly as was the object of their advance, they created
some alarm in the mind of the Pacha. The large
number of Persian attendants in the train of the English
Ambassador excited the apprehensions of the Turkish
chief, who dreaded a collision with his own people. So
Malcolm halted on the banks of the Tigris, and there
dismissed his Persian retainers. And he dismissed them
with a display of generosity which crowned the reputa-
tion of the English for exceeding liberality and munifi-
cence. It was well to show that our gifts were not

— A
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confined to people high in place, from whom something
was to be expected in return.*

In pursuance of the system which he had followed
along the whole line of road, Malcolm, now that he
found himself in the Turkish dominions, was eager to pay
for his supplies; but the Pacha of Baghdad resisted with
" 50 much determination what seemed to him to be a
reflection on his hospitality, that the Envoy was at last
reluctantly compelled to allow the Embassy to be main-
tained at the expense of the State. In spite of a cer-
tain unaccountable timidity which the Pacha evinced,}
it was plain that he was eager to embrace the British
alliance. He regretted that he had not been brought as

'Igiveanwoonntofthisparﬁr::g
distribution of largesses in the wo!
of Malcolm’s journal: “I this day
made ts to discharge my
Persian servants, and various consi-
derations induced me on this occasion
to act in a most liberal manner, and to
fix by this last step the most favor-
able impression of the lish Go-
vernment in the minds of the people
of Persia. No means could so w.
texadto eﬂ'g:ttt:.iso'ectaskindnm
and generosity to my Persian servants.
The treatment these had experi
inmzmpmsodiﬁerent that
which they were accustomed to receive
from their owneonntr‘i::n,thatlbe»
lieve it had attached to the ser-
vice; and my behaving to them with
o Yogge dopendent on hei exerions)
no on their ons
m%, agreeably to the common
usages of their country, they could

€ itude and astonishment
in the individuals who were immedi-
ately benefited, and to show all others
that the conduct I had pursued was
hxchtfnt 8 e f&ff Pmu::
/ ese followers
called fmon—at a distanoce
of nearly two momths’ journey from

ell present was of

their home, and in the midst of the
fombs of Imauns, fo whom it was

indispensable that they should all pay
their devotions. Induced by the mo-
tives above stated, I ordered that a
present of six months’ pay should be
given to all the head in camps,
and three months’ to all 