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THE

LIFE OF SIR JOHN MALCOLM.

\ CHAPTER I
| SECOND MISSION TO PERSIA.

[1810.] .

VOYAGE TO BUSHIBE—MALCOLM’S LITERARY PUBSUITS—LINDSAY BETHUNE—-
ADVANCE TO SHIBAZ — RECEPTION THERE—MURDER OF CAPTAIN GRANT—
MALCOLM’S SORROW—MARCH TO THE BOYAL CAMP—SIR HARPORD JONES—
MALCOLM’S BECEPTION BY THE KING — DRILLING THE PERSIAN ARMY—DE-
PARTURE OF THE MISSION—INCIDENTS AT BAGHDAD—RETURN TO BOMBAY.

ON the 10th of January, the Psyche, accompanied by
the James Sibbald and other vessels, put out to sea;
and Malcolm was again thrown back upon his public
spirit for relief under the depressing circumstances of do-
mestic separation.* The first day on board ship was a
sad one; but he soon recovered the healthy tone of his
mind ; shook off all vain regrets and repinings; and
plunged deeply into literary work. He had set himself a

® He always said that he had be- ordinary, but not on great occasions;
come a better public servant since for they must bes tothe £urest
his marriage. I will not allow,” he and noblest motive that can #ll the
wrote in lus first day’s journal, *that breast of a man—that of leaving a
are better public servants good and great name to his children,

than married men. ey may be on as a rich and proud inheritance.”

VOL. 1I. B

YN~ e =




2 SECOND MISSION TO PERSIA.

task, and he now applied himself to it with all his might.
His Political History of India was to be the growth of
this voyage to the Gulf. “I am resolved,” he wrote,
“to allow no circumstances to prevent my finishing a
work which may, at a moment like the present, prove
of much public utility.”

But although at certain hours of the day he threw
himself earnestly and vigorously into his appointed work,
he by no means buried himself in his cabin, or shunned
the society of the ship. There were few merrier men
than Captain Edgecumbe; and many were the hearty
laughs which he and Malcolm enjoyed together. The
wind was for some time very languid; so the passengers
of the Sibbald were enabled often to go on board the
Psyche ; and there were many pleasant social gatherings,
at which songs were sung, and stories were told, and
jokes passed about; and every one did his best to con-
tribute something to the general stock of amusement.
Malcolm lived very temperately at this time, took regular
exercise, and enjoyed excellent health. Every morning
saw him at work before breakfast at. the club-exercise,
walking the deck, and playing at single-stick; and he
wrote with exultation that his figure had decreased in
girth, and the muscles of his arms expanded. The ship
made little progress; but he said that his History made
more ;* so he did not complain of the-delay.

On the 26th, the little fleet was off Muscat, where
Malcolm received letters which it did him good to read.
A packet from Bussorah brought “ accounts of a glorious
victory' gained by Sir Arthur Wellesley by land, and

s e e o gl e O
nal with reference is li - is grea : i
suits, Maloolm says: *I contem qa.“:e book was nZver written. It would have
in my leisure hours in England a book been éven more interesting than the
of Memoirs, which will be full of cha- Sketches of Persia.

racteristic anecdotes, and give all I



ABRIVAT, AT BUSHIRE. 3

another by Lord Collingwood at sea.” Letters were
also received from Captain Pasley, conveying intelli-
gence that the account of Malcolm’s approach was ¢ re-
ceived as he could wish at Teheran.” “I have no doubt
of my reception at Court,” he wrote in his journal, * but
L expect, while on the road to Teheran, to hear of Sir
Harford's confirmation, and of Mr. Morier's return with
a letter from King George to his Majesty of Persia, and
then my embarrassment will be complete.”

Leaving Mr. Hanky Smith to-transact some necessary
business with the Imaum of Muscat, Malcolm, taking
advantage of a favorable breeze, sailed into the Gulf.
But baffling winds soon set in, and the progress of the
Psyche was very tedious. Meanwhile, however, the
Political History was hastening towards a conclusion.
“We have still a contrary wind,” he wrote on the 10th
of February to his wife. ‘ Nothing can be more vexa-
tious. I have one more consolation beside that of this
wind blowing my packet to you, which is; that my poli-
tical sketch gets on.apace. Five chapters are finished
and corrected; and the sixth and last is commenced
this morning. I begin now to look forward with great
delight to that enchanting word Finés. The moment I
write it, I will have a jubilee. I mean to dance, hunt,
shoot, and play myself, and let who will write histories,
memoirs, and sketches.”*

At last, on the 13th of February, the Psyche entered
the roadstead of Bushire. On the following day, at-
tended by all the chief people of the place, Malcolm
landed. After paying a visit to the Gavernor, he pro-
ceeded. to the.house of Mr. Bruce, some three miles off

# He sent his MS. from Bushire to  expressed my hope that he will not be
8ir James Mackintosh, “whose mas- spari hat he will anticipate appro-
terly pen,” he wrote, “will correct the bation everything that he does, and
fm(ta with which they abound. I have that he will make no references.”

B 2



4 SECOND MISSION TO PERSIA.

in the country. “Qur cavalcade was very numerous,”
he wrote in his journal, “and the uncommon attention
paid to me appeared as if that joy at my return which
was written on all their faces was heartfelt and sincere.
When we were at the Governor's, old Hadjee Ismael, a
respectable merchant of eighty-two years of age, took
the lead in the conversation. He expressed, in the name
of all, their joy at my revisiting Persia. The King, he
said, had given a proof of true greatness in anxiously
requiring the presence of a man who had told him the
honest truth with a bluntness which kings were not in
the habit of hearing.”

All through the months of February and March, and
up to the middle of April, Malcolm and his suite re-
mained encamped at Bushire. He had despatched the
letter to the King of which he was the bearer, and was
waiting his Majesty’s order to advance. He appears to
have spent his time between literature and the chase.
He was working hard at the completion of his Political
History; but he was delighted to find himself on horse-
back again, and he knew that, in Persia, the equestrian
exercises, in which he excelled, were not matters only of
private delight.* On the 6th of March, he was able to
write in his journal, “I have written the word Finis to
my Sketch, and am as joyful as I can be in absence. I
will write no more to-day, but go and make up parties
to hunt, and shoot, and ride, and revel in all the delights

* The Persians hold good horseman- uncomfortably in the saddle. The bad

ship in such estimation, that they would
have thought little of an ambassador
who was not at home in the saddle.
A curious illustration of this occurred
when Malcolm was at Bushire. The
purser of one of the ships, Mr. W—
went on shore to see Mr. Smith, and
was put on the back of a capering
Arab, only to be thrown about very

horsemanship of the sailor provoked
some merriment on shore; but on the
{ol]o i ih a l}'.’tlalrshu;n trader,twho

new a little ish, happening to go
on board the shr;g, said toﬁr%——,
when the subject was referred to, * You
need not be under any uneasiness. I
told the people that you ride very well,
but that you were very drunk.”
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of idleness.” There were a number of active, high.
spirited youths with him, who rejoiced to serve under a
master as fond of sport as themselves. It was his plea-
sure, as he felt it was his duty, to train them for Oriental
travel; and when any of them made an excursion into
the interior for purposes either of business or pleasure,
he sent them forth slenderly equipped, and especially
exhorted them against the use of knives and forks. All
such emblems of Western civilisation were to be denied
to men who were in training for Eastern heroes. There
were some noble specimens of manhood among them.
Among others was an artillery officer, little more than
eighteen years of age, whose gigantic stature was the
wonder and the admiration of the Persians,® The fame
of young Lindsay’s proportions reached far into the inte-
rior. When the bearer of Malcolm’s letters to the King and
the Prince-Regent reached Shiraz, the latter was eager
in his inquiries about the ‘ tall man.” The messenger,
after satisfying the Prince’s inquiries, told his Royal
Highness, that the greatest wonder of all was, that al-
though seven feet high, he was only a lad of eighteen,
and might grow another cubit. One morning, as Mal-
colm was sitting in his tent, he was delighted by hearing
a Persian call out to one of Lindsay’s servants, “Is your
date-tree asleep or awake ?” We may be sure that
there was no want of laughter in camp at this figure of
speech, and need not question that the Envoy laughed
the loudest of the party.

On the 15th of March, Malcolm received intelligence to
the effect that his Mehmendar, or entertainer, had been ap-
pointed in the person of a nobleman of rank, who was then
et B fog Bttty
than some of his comrades, lived to a to be regarded by the Persians as a

ipe old age. The ter of his veritable Roostum—mnot in stature
ﬂ:m asg:ent withg:lei: Perspm army. alone.
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on his way down to Bushire. Two days afterwards he
made his appearance, and was received in a distinguished
manner by the English Envoy. But Malcolm would not
commence his march to Teheran until he had received
an answer to the letters which he had forwarded to the
King. He was greatly pleased with his new friend—a
young man of prepossessing appearance and polished
manners; and there was every chance of continued
harmony between them. He was assured, too, that the
King was delighted at his approach, and would welcome
his old friend with demonstrations of the sincerest affec-
tion and respect. The Prince-Regent, too, who ten
years before, by asserting unjustifiable pretensions, had
compelled Malcolm to contend manfully for the support
of his ambassadorial dignity, now mindful of the past,
addressed him a letter in the style of an equal® The
preparations for the march, therefore, were commenced
with good heartt in spite of the embarrassing intelligence
of Jones’s movements, which came in from time to time
to perplex and annoy Malcolm ; and when at last, on the
8th of April, the firman of the King of Kings wasreceived,
with becoming pomp—the * tall man” firing a royal
salute, the escort drawn up as a guard of honor, and
Malcolm pressing the letter to his forehead and his lips
—much did not remain to be done to complete the
equipment of the Mission. A week afterwards they
commenced their march for the Persian capital.

'Thstmal[oomaleh, not a Fir- is made a peer. Hedeservesaduke

man. _See ante, vol. i, 113. dom. Ialso see with joy that your

Whilst Malcolm was usying him- father is to be rewarded i)

with these &reparaﬁm, mntelli- a baronet for the emment try
gence of the v1c 'ry of Talavera was and good conduct he displayed on the
received at Bushire. On many ac- glorious field of Talavera How for-
counts it was exttemel tifying to tunate your father has been in having
him. “I have just ,” he wrote such an opportunity of disti hing
in the gournal ke t for his mfe “that ow different is my ﬁt »
my noble friend, Sir Arthur Wellealay
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Travelling often more than twenty miles in the day,
they approached Shiraz on the 27th of April. The
Chief Minister of the province went out to greet the |
English Enrvoy, :and to -conduct him to the presence of
the Prince-Regent. Malcolm entered the city in great
state. The cavalcade was an imposing one. Lindsay,
with his galloper-guns, and the escort of European
dragoons, excited the boundless admiration of the Per-
sians, and contrasted not unfavorably with the mere
Oriental components of the show. All the principal civil
-and military officers of the Government, with a large
body of troops and an immense concourse of people,
met the British Mission as it advanced. About a mile
from the city, Malcolm’s camp had been pitched on an
eminence near the gardens of the vice-regal palace. There
he and his suite dismounted, embraced the Persian officers,
led them to a teut, and regaled them after the usual
fashion with pipes and coffee. All seemed rejoiced to
see him, and many welcomed him as an old friend.

On the following day the Prince-Regent received him
with graceful courtesy and kindness. When ten years
before they had met at Shiraz, the Prince was a mere
bey, and therefore only an instrument in the hands of the
chief officers of his Court. He had now grown into a
man of a lovely person and engaging manmers, polished,
and yet framk; and altogether of a bearing and de-
meanour such -as .inspire confidence and affection. He
deplored what he .called the necessities of state, which
had compelled him two years before to discourage Mal-
colm’s advance into the Persian territory; .declared that
both he and his father had been pained by the sudden
retirement of their old friend, and were now as much
rejoiced at -his presence .as they were before grieved at
his departure. Amd these good words he supported by
continual acts:of courtesy :and kindness. The Mission



8 SECOND MISSION TO PERSIA.

was received with all honor. The Prince and his Mi-
nister* invited Malcolm and his associates to imposing
reviews by day and sumptuous entertainments by night;
and for some little time there was nothing but gaiety and
merriment and common joy.

But a shadow, and a dark one, soon passed over Mal-
colm’s happiness. On the 6th of May he received in-
| telligence that two of the officers of his suite had been
barbarously murdered on the Turkish frontier. Soon
after the arrival of the Mission at Bushire, Malcolm had
despatched two officers in advance to Baghdad and two
to Bussorah, with instructions to join him on the road to
Teheran. To the former place, Captain Grant and Lieu-
tenant Fotheringham had been sent; to the latter, Cap-
tain Macdonald and Lieutenant Monteith. They went
in search of information relative to the countries through
which they travelled. Our want of geographical in-
formation relative to the frontier-lands of Persia and
Turkey had been seriously felt in all our considerations
of the means of defence against the advance of an Euro-
pean enemy; and Malcolm determined, that if he accom-
plished nothing else, he would add something to our avail-
able stores of knowledge. He was accompanied by men
eager to venture upon untrodden fields of enterprise and
inquiry; and he boasted that he was turning his young
friends into expert travellers. ‘When, therefore, intelli-
gence reached him that Captain Grant and Lieutenant
Fotheringham had been murdered on their way from
Baghdad, the grievous tidings smote him to the heart.

From the account which Malcolm received, it appeared
that the ill-fated gentlemen, on leaving Baghdad about

* The minister was Mahomed Neb- (which he used as a pretext for ad-
bee Khan, brother-in-law of Hadjee va.ncin%oertainpecumaﬁclmm.s of his
Khalil Khan, who was killed at Bom- own), but had been coldly received by
bay. Nebbee Khan had afterwards BSir George Barlow. He was little
been sent to India on a friendly mission better than a sordid adventurer.
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the end of March, determined to proceed by a different
route from that which Malcolm had indicated. In vain
did Mr. Rich* represent that the road lay through a
defile infested by a robber-gang, under the command of
a notorious chief. Captain Grant laughed to scorn all
idea of danger ; he sought no advice, and he would take
none. He had accompanied Malcolm ten years before
on his first mission to Persia, and had penetrated into
unexplored parts of the country. This had given him
confidence in himself; and he said that one who had
travelled through Mekran had nothing to fear in the
countries which he was then about to explore. He had
taken with him, too, contrary to the system which Mal-
colm took so much pains to enforce upon his assistants,
a large amount of baggage, including * a showy tent,”
and a numerous retinue of people. Against this also
Mr. Rich remonstrated in vain. Grant and his party
started ; and so little pains did he take to secure the
safety of himself and his followers, that he left the Resi-
dent in a state of uncertainty respecting the route which
he intended to take.t The consequences of this im-
prudence might be foreseen. On reaching the defile, he
was met by the robber-chief and a party of horsemen.
They professed friendly intentions, and persuaded Grant
and his friends to alight and refresh themselves. Then
they fell upon the travellers. Grant was shot dead as
he attempted to regain his horse. The rest were seized
and carried about prisoners for four days, at the end of
which Kelb Ali, the robber-chief, separated the Christians
from the Mussulmans, and suffered the latter to depart.
Then the Christians were brought forth to the sacrifice.

® Mr. Rich (s soninlaw of Sir  + Mr. Rich bad procured from the
James Mackintosh), a young gentle- Pacha all the necessary orders to secure
man of extraordinary attainments, was ‘Captain Grant a safe passage by a dif-
then Resident at Baghdad, ferent route.
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Mz. Fotheringham and three Armenian servants were
placed in .a row, .and asked whether they would become
Mussulmans or die? They preferred death to apostacy;
and one after another they were shot dead upon the spot.

How deeply Malcolm felt this misadventure may be
gathered from the following entries in his private journal.
He asked himself again and again if it had been caused
by any imprudence of his own. His understanding told
him that it had not; but his heart reproached him all
the same. In the fulness of his sorrow he even lamented
the faculty, which he so eminently possessed, of inspiring
others with enterprise and zeal :

* May 6.—I have this moment (he wrote) been shocked be-
yond expression. Poor Grant and Fotheringham are, I fear, mur-
dered on the frontiers of Turkey by a body of thieves. I cannot
enter into any account of this horrid event—my feelings are too
acute. Though I have only obeyed my orders, I am quite mise-
rable; and however conscious of only having done my duty, and
that I could neither foresee nor guard against what has happened,
I cannot but think at times that I am to blame in having de-
tached them; and yet God knows I had every ground to believe
that there was hardly any risk in their journey, and I hoped much
valuable information would be obtained. Grant is a real public
loss. He was a man of zeal, courage, enterprise, and knowledge;
and Fotheringham gave promise of being a most excellent officer.
There could not be a finer or better young man in the world.
Poor fellows, I must yet cherish a faint hope that the report of
their death is unfounded. )

“ May 7.—1 passed a ‘wretched night, thinking of my poor
friends. The safe arrival, this morning, of Macdonald and Mon-
teith (whose journey I had always accounted much more danger-

_ous than the other), gave me some consolation; but still I am low
and afflicted. I mean to despatch Frederick and Mahomed
Hussan Khan to-morrow to go to Baghdad by the road of
Kermanshah. They will collect information on the way, and
give it to Mr. Rich, to whom I shall give them letters. "The
murder was perpetrated within three or four stages of Baghdad,
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and of course in the Persian territories. The King of Persia pre-
tends the most violent rage, and has sent to demand the mur-
derers, threatening to attack Baghdad if they are not given up.
He will use this occurrence, as he has some of a similar nature, to
extort money from the Pacha. I am indifferent to their efforts.
They cannot restore my friends.

 May 8.—On referring to my instructions to Captain Grant,
I find that I not only instructed him to delay, but to abandon his
journey, if attended with any serious risk. But it is evident that
he thought there was none, and his confidence has been his de-
struction ; for there is sufficient evidence in the account I have
received to prove that his plans were betrayed by some native
whom he incautiously trusted; and the baggage which he carried
must have been considerable, and was no doubt the object of
plunder. Frederick and Mahomed Hussan Khan go off to-morrow
for Kermanshah, to learn all the particulars they can of this horrid
transaction. It is honorable to the gentlemen of my family to
state that, since ‘the occurrence of this event, all those who could
be so employed have shown the most anxious desire to proceed
direct to Kermanshah, or in any other direction. While I cannot
but admire the spirit which animates them, I almost shudder at
the thought of inspiring men with a zeal and attachment that leads
them to the cheerful encounter of any danger. In short, I am
not, I fear, composed of those materials which are necessary for a
public character. Warm feelings should, I suspect, form no part
of the compound.”

Beside a real heart-trouble like this, .all other vexa-
tions were insignificant, else the Envoy might have
been annoyed by the old difficulty of the present-
giving, which now intruded itself upon him even more
distressingly than during the time of his first mission.
Sir Harford Jones had done much to increase the fever
of cupidity which Malcolm himself had excited ten years
before by the prodigality of his gifts. There was this
difference between the two: Malcolm had distributed
costly presents, but they were commodities which he
had taken with him from India, and were, for the most
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part, specimens of the arts and manufactures of the coun-
tries under British rule. They were symbols, as it were,
of the greatness of our nation, and did more than gratify
the avarice of the recipient. But Sir Harford Jones had
openly given money. On one occasion he had served up a
bill for 50,000 piastres on a tray. No wonder, therefore,
that Malcolm found the courtiers of Persia hungering and
howling after British gold.* ¢ These people,” wrote Mal-
+ colm, “are like ferocious animals, who have once tasted
" blood. Nothing else will satisfy them. They cry out for
© money as shamelessly as if it were their natural food. I
have been obliged to come to very high words, and no
doubt have excited much disgust. I mean to give a present,
of varieties of nearly half the amount Sir Harford Jones
did; and I have written to the Minister, that unless I am
assured it will be well and graciously received, I will not
send his Royal Highness the value of a single farthing.”
The hint was taken, and the present graciously accepted.

But if Malcolm was less free in giving than Sir Har-
ford Jones, he was also less free in receiving. Whilst at
Shiraz, it was secretly intimated to him by the Minister
that a valuable present of jewels, suited to a lady of rank,
would be given to Mrs. Malcolm. The Ambassador
started, and was about to make an indignant answer ;
but checking himself, he merely said it was not his custom
to receive such presents either for himself or his wife.
“Tell your master,” he added, to the astonished mes-
senger, ‘“that when I was at Mysore, the Minister there

* In an official letter to Mr. Edmon- 51'6.: informed of the amount of similar

stone, Malcolm’wrote : “ His Lordship
(Minto) will judge of the extent to
which their avarice has been excited,
when I state that, independently of ar-
ticles, the amount of cash given by
8ir Harford Jones to the Prince and
the officers of this petty Court was
about two lakhs of piastres, I am not

bursements at Teheran; but I al-
ready know that a considerable sum
was given to the King, that a very
lar%e sum was promised to the Ameen-
00-dowlah, and that Meerza Sheffee has
had a pension of three thousand piastres
a month settled upon him.”

LV
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would gladly have heaped costly presents upon us ; but
instead of this, on my persuasion, he made a fine new
road, that was much wanted, and dedicated it to Mrs.
Malcolm. - Such are the presents I like.” No man ever

had larger opportunities of enriching himself in this way ;'

but he went through life with hands clean as a babe’s.

On the 16th of May, Malcolm and his suite departed
from Shiraz with all honor, and commenced their march
towards the Persian capital, well pleased with the enter-
tainment they had received. The journey onwards is
remembered with the liveliest feelings of pleasure by the
few survivors of the party. Not far from Shiraz, they
were joined by the King's story-teller, who amused them
with the recital of Oriental romances not inferior in in-
terest to those of the Arabian Nights. Many of these
stories found their way into Malcolm’s journal, and were
treasured up tenaciously by a memory that never failed.*
Some he had heard before during his first sojourn in
Persia, and had narrated during the intervening ten
years at various times and places, and under circum-
stances of infinite variety. Great soldiers, little children,
and gentle maidens, had been equally delighted by them.
They had made Arthur Wellesley laugh in the Mahratta
camp; they had made Johnny Wainwright happy during
the tedium of a voyage down the Bay of Bengal; and
they had won a smile from the lips of Charlotte Camp-
bell, as he sat behind her on an elephant, in the course
of that memorable journey to Mysore out of which had
arisen the great happiness of his life.

On the 5th of June the Mission quitted Ispahan, and
marched onwards by stages of twenty-five or thirty miles
a day.f Everywhere, as they advanced, they were re-

* Some of them will be found in  } Sometimes they made as much as

his Sketches of Persia, the most popular fow miles a day, or rather niﬁlﬁ.
of all Malcolm’s works. “We marched last night,” wrote Mal-
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ceived with honor, and. sumptuously entertained by the
chief people of the country. As they approached the
capital, Malcolm began anxiously to consider the embar-
rassments which lay before him. Sir Harford Jones, the
Crown Ambassador, was there. What was to be done
to prevent an. unseemly collision between the two autho-
rities  Jones was chafing under the: treatment he had
received. from the Indian Gevernment; which had written
him stinging letters, dishonored his. bills, and endea-
voured by every means to cast discredit upon his pro-
ceedings: His time seemed now to have come. He was
the representative of the King of Great Britain at the
Court of the Persian monarch; and: Malcolm was only
the representative of a Viceroy—of a servant, in fact,
of the Crown.. It was not to be doubted that from
this eminence of official position he had the means of
grievously annoying and embarrassing the representative
of the Governor-General ; and there was too much reason
to predicate, from the general character and particular
1 temper at that time of Sir Harford Jones, that he would
‘employ these means to the utmost possible extent, and
“endeavour to humiliate Malcolm and his Mission. Nor
was such retaliation only to be considered as a proof of
the weakness of human nature. It was, doubtless, the duty
of the Ambassador from the Court of St. James to up-
hold the dignity of that Court, and to assert, on every
occasion, the supremacy of his ambassadorial character.
The Indian Government had certainly exerted itself to
blacken the face of Sir Harford Jones in the eyes of the
Persian Court; and Jones may now: have thought it
incumbent upon him to-prove that he was vested with

colm on the 10th of June, “ at eight es are rather pleasanter than a
o’clock, and reached our ground t orse’s, and at night the mule is gene-
moming about seven——the distance rally preferred, as being more sare-
being full forty miles. I rode a mule footed.” They generally commenced
almost the whole night, and think its their march at exght 0 clock at night.
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authority higher than any that could be conferred by the
Governor-General of India. There were two ways of
doing this, and Malcolm had good reason to think that
the Crown Ambassador would choose the more unseemly
and vexatious of the two.

It is probable that after the lapse of years, when the
heats and animosities of the actual contest had subsided,
Malcolm, who was a man of a generous temper and for-
giving nature, admitted that there were allowances to be
made for Sir Harford Jones on the score of the position
he held. But the strife was, at this time, very keen;
and not only did Malcolm and his suite, but Lord Minto
and the members of his Government, attribute all the
embarrassments which beset them in the course of the
contest to the littleness of Jones's personal character.
But whatever may have been his private sentiments,
Malcolm now felt that the time had come for their practical
suppression. He was not a man to suffer any personal
irritation to interfere with the paramount claims of the
public service. He knew that any open collision would
have the effect of lowering both the King’s and the
Company’s Goovernment in the eyes of the Persians, and
he determined, therefore, if possible, to meet Sir Harford
Jones with a semblance at least of harmony. To this
end he despatched one of the gentlemen of his Mission*
in advance, to communicate personally with Sir Harford
Jones respecting the forms to be observed on the meet-
ing of the two Envoys at the Persian Court, and desired
him to tell the Crown Ambassador that General Malcolm
“hoped he would see the propriety of their meeting as
countrymen, and saving at least outward appearances.”
“The bad impressions,” he added, * which must be pro-
duced by public officers of the same nation actiog to-

* Dr. Jukes. He had been for some time at Teheran, and had Jomed Mal-
colm’s camp on the march,
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wards each other as enemies, are too obvious to be in-
sisted upon. I bade Jukes, therefore, to inform him that
I was so conscious of this being the line which every con-
sideration of public duty dictated, that I had banished
all private feeling from my mind. I did not think of
what had passed, and would pay Sir Harford Jones a
visit on the day I reached Camp, provided I was assured
of his meeting and returning this advance in a manner
which both my public situation and private character
gave me a right to expect. He might, I desired Jukes
to say, apprehend no collision of political opinion, for I
should not open my lips on the subject, nor assume with
the Persian Court any duty beyond that of being the
officer empowered by the Indian Government to execute
such parts of the preliminary treaty as related to the
employment of its resources. That power I must exer-
cise until I hear further from England or India; but even
in its exercise I should accommodate myself as much to
Sir Harford Jones’s wishes and opinions as I possibly
could.”

Jukes departed charged with this message of concilia-
tion; and a day or two afterwards, Malcolm, earnestly
desiring that nothing might occur to cast a doubt upon
the assurances of his messenger, wrote to him the fol-
lowing letter, which might be shown to Sir Harford
Jones or the gentlemen of his suite:

My pEAR JUKES,~I have learnt, since coming to my ground,
from a traveller, that Sir Harford Jones was to reach the royal
camp to-day. I have instructed you how to act on the occurrence
of this event. I need hardly repeat my sentiments upon this sub-
ject, as you are fully acquainted with them. It is one upon which
I have not a private feeling, for at such a moment I can think of
nothing but the public interests, which must be injured by the
spectacle of two public officers of the same nation quarrelling in
this country. I am ready and desirous to pay Sir Harford Jones
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every attention that is due to him as Envoy from his Britannic
Majesty at the Court of Persia; but I must assuredly be recognised,
till further orders are received from England or India, as a public
officer whom the Indian Government has deputed to perform the
stipulations of the preliminary treaty on all points that relate to
the disposal of its resources; but even on this point I am ready
to attend to the suggestions and opinions of Sir Harford Jones as
far as I can in consistency with the instructions of the authority
under which I act.

It appears certain that orders from England written subsequent
to the knowledge of my Mission must reach us within a month,
and it is probable I shall have specific orders from India earlier
than these orders. It would therefore seem, on every account,
desirable that this short intermediate period should be allowed to
pass without our adding to that embarrassment into which both
Missions have from the occurrence of a number of untoward cir-
cumstances been placed; and on this ground I am willing to
meet Sir Harford as a countryman, without entering at all into
the discussion of any of those points of difference and controversy
which it is the duty of our common superiors to decide.

I can place implicit reliance on your agency in this delicate
communication. You are completely acquainted with the motives
by which I am governed, and will, I am assured, in every explana-
tion you make, fake care these are not mistaken.

Yours ever, &c., &ec.,
JonN MaLcoLM.

The royal camp was at this time at Sultaneah. The
King and the Crown-Prince were engrossed with thoughts
of the war of resistance which they were carrying on
against the Russian usurper; and it was a matter of no
small moment to discover the extent of assistance which
they might hope to derive from their connexion with
the English. Sir Harford Jones had been requested to
attend the royal camp, and there Jukes found him on
his arrival. It was no easy thing to conciliate the Welsh
baronet and bring him to a reasonable state of mind.
To uphold the dignity of his position as Crown Ambas-

VOL. II. c
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sador was one thing—to humiliate the Governor-Gene-
ral’s Envoy was another. Jones could not rest satisfied
with the former, without also accomplishing the latter.
He advanced ridiculous pretensions and made impossible
stipulations.* He would meet the new Envoy in &
friendly manner, but as a very small person towards
whom he would condescend to extend his patronage, if
Malcolm would consent wholly to sink his own personal
and official consequence. It was very certain that no
such conditions as these could be accepted. The Persian
Ministers, who desired Malcolm’s approach, were now
greatly perplexed and bewildered. Before taking any
decided part in the contest, they required for the Persian
Government some indemnity against the evils that might
arise from the sudden departure of Sir Harford Jones.
If General Malcolm would undertake to accomplish in
that event all that Jones by staying might accomplish,
and represent the British Government at the Persian
Court, Jones might depart as soon as he liked.

But this clearly was an impossibility. The state of affairs

* The conditions proposed by Jones
are worth giving in a note. e Per-
sian Ministers declared that they would
have nothing to say to such proposals:

¢ 1st. That no one shall proceed on
the part of his Persian Majesty to
form General Malcolm’s Istakbal, but
that some n may be sent on the

of the Ministers.

 3nd. That the General shall sound
no trumpets on his entrance into the

King’s camp, nor carry any flaga.

¢ 3rd. That he sh:a hm{;t no flag in
the royal camp, or pitch any kurnauts
:;n ttujeers (outer tent-walls) round his

‘ 4th. That he shall not at any time
have an audience of the King without
the Ambassador being present.

 5th. That independent of the pre-
sents General Malcoln has brought
on the part of the Governor-General,

everything else comnected with the
i articles of the treaty shall

ge transferred to the Ambassador
(Jones), in order that he might make
them over to the Persian Government.

« 6th. That neither the Persian Mi-
nisters themselves, nor any
upon their bebalf, shall enter into an
disoussion on affairs connected wit
the British Government with any other
person except the Ambassador, and
that the King also shall allow of no
other person’s interference in such dis-
cussions but the Ambassador himself.

“ 7th. That mone of General Mal-
colm’s suite shall ever wait upon the
Ministers without the Ambassador
(Jones) being advised of it.

= gth. That none of the General's
suiteshall be admitted to the King’spre-
sence without the consultation and ap-
probation of the Ambassador (Jones).”

. s
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was communicated to Malcolm, who despatched his se-
cretary, Lieutenant Stuart, to the Persian camp, charged
with instructions to represent his views, and set forth
the circumstances under which alone he could consent
to advance. “ Inform the Ministers,” he wrote, “ that if
any degradation to my Mission is contemplated, the
sooner I have leave to return to India the better, for I
will not remain one day in any place subject to what I
consider an insult, merely because Sir Harford Jones
chooses to be unreasonable. With regard to the subsidy
and the points connected with the execution of the treaty,
as far as relates to the Indian Government, I am and
must remain till further orders the exviusive agent, and
no other will be recognised by the Indian Government,
the right of which to appoint its own officer to perform
all duties conmected with the employment of its military
means and pecuniary resouroes is established by the con-
gtitution of the Government of England, and cannot be
altered but by an alteration of its laws. Desire them
not to mistake the moderation with which I have acted
for any symptom of a change in my semtiments. I shall
continue to act exactly as I have told them I shall, what-
ever they or Sir Harford Jones may do; and though I
may regret that my efforts to conciliate that officer to a
just sense of the benefits which would arise from mutual
good understanding have failed, his continuing to act
under the influence of private feelings and passions can-
not justify me i a deviation from my duty. In short,
I beg you will tell them that they will, unless they treat
me in every instance as I ought to be treated, compel
me to insist upon my being permitted immediately to
depart. I wish you to be guarded, but very plain and
decided in the delivery of these sentiments, as under the
extraordinary line of conduct Sir Harford Jones has
taken, my being admitted to Court is a secondary con-
c2 -
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sideration to that of escaping those insults which that
Envoy appears desirous of heaping upon the Indian Go-
vernment, as he seems to think that the King of Eng-
land’s rank will be best supported, not by the main
tenor of his own precedence and dignity, but by the com-
plete degradation of that imperial branch of his power—
the Government of India.”

‘Whilst such were the general instructions conveyed to
Mr. Stuart, Malcolm laid down in precise terms the condi-
tions upon which he would consent to enter the royal
camp;* and addressed a note to the Persian Ministers, in
which he declared that the terms were ‘in no degree what-
ever derogatory to the dignity of the King of England, or
to the rank and precedence of his Majesty’s representa-
tive.” ¢ If Brigadier-General Malcolm had thought so,”
continues the note, “ he never could have proposed them,
as it is-his duty, like that of every British subject under
all situations that he may be placed in, to promote and
advance by every means in his power the dignity of his
Sovereign.” - At the same time, he addressed a letter
to Meerza Sheffee, the Chief Minister, wherein, after al-

shall be allowed to remain at the Per-

* T give these in & note, that they
sian Court, unless his own wishes

may be contrasted with those proposed
by Sir Harford Jones:

“ 1st. His Istakbal shall be similar
to the one which met him on his first
mission.

¢ 9nd. That the General, on his en-
irance into the royal camp and dnrinﬁ
his continuance there, shall be allowe
to sound his trum?ets, beat his drums,
agreeably to the former customs and
ucs:)a‘frtee of ambassadors at the Persian

 8rd. That the General’s creden-
tials shall be read in his first interview
with the King.

¢ 4th. That until new orders are
received from England or India re-
specting the or confirmation of
either Sir Harford Jones or himself, he

should induce him to retire.

“ 5th. That General Malcolm shall
take the whole or any part of his fa-
mily with him when he has his audience
with the King.

“ 6th. General Malcolm agrees to
ield the precedence to Sir ord
ones whenever it should so happen

that they either visit the King or his
Ministers together, . inasmuch as Sir
Harford Jones is the ambassador of his
Britannic Majesty, and the General is
disposed to pay him every respect and
attention as such. General Malcolm
has no objection to Sir Harford Jones
being Jpresent at his audiences with the
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luding to his paper of conditions and the declaratory note,
he said, “I cannot, without disobedience of my orders
and submitting to a degradation of my situation, depart
from these terms; to which I hope this letter and the
declaration by which it is accompanied, will lead you
instantly to assent. If any reasons should prevent your
doing s0, I beg you will obtain his Majesty’s gracious
permission for me to return to India; and that you will
express on such occurrence my gratitude for all his past
great favors, and my unchangeable attachment in all
situations to his royal person.” Malcolm was not a man
to attempt to degrade the character of the British Crown
in the eyes of a foreign Court, any more than to suffer the
Government which he represented to be degraded.

But if the Ministers were irresolute, the King himself «
was not. He desired to see Malcolm, and was deter-
mined that he should be received with all honor. He
spoke his mind freely to Sir Harford Jones; and Jones,
who seems to have had little respect for prerogative and
little regard for courtesy, was fully as plain-spoken as
the Shah. It was idle, however, to contend against the
decrees of the Sovereign. He had a right to order, and
he was determined to order the ceremonials of his own
Court. So the royal command went forth for Malcolm’s
reception with the same honors as had been accorded to
him ten years before; and the Ministers, who were hun- *
gering after more presents, and hoped that the two |
Ambassadors would strive to outbribe one another, were '
glad to welcome Malcolm back again to the Persian
Court. ‘

Sir Harford was now fairly beaten. It was useless to
continue the contest; so, as Malcolm neared the royal
camp, on the 21st of June, Mr. Sheridan, Jones's secre-
tary, met him with a letter of peace, written on the
preceding day. I prefer thus privately,” wrote the
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Crown Ambassador, ‘“to acknowledge the receipt of
your public lettexr by Mr. Ellis, firstly, because I hope
you will consider this method, as I mean it to be, a
manifestation of the cordiality with which I mean to act;
and, next, because I am of opinion that those points in
your letter which may require discussion will be better
and more fully discussed by us when I have the plea-
sure of meeting you. I perfectly agree with you it is
high time to put an-end to the intrigues and tortuosities

of the Ministers here. As we shall so soon have the

pleasure to meet, I reserve to that period everything
more that I have to say.” And so the contest between

the two Ambaassadors was at an end, and Malcolm wrote

in his journal, “ We shall have no more public dis-

cussions, but communicate fully and amicably; and I

_ shall be as anxious to establish, by my great respect

towards the person of his Envoy, my respect for my

Sovereign, as I have been to establish the rights and pri-

vileges of the Indian Government.”

On the 21st of June, Malcolm and his suite entered the
royal camp. The same high officer of the Court who,
ten years before, had been deputed by the King to
receive him, now met him again as he advanced. The
royal message which greeted him was a flattering one.
“Tell him,” said the King, “that all the trouble he has
had about ceremony this time is not the fault of Persians
but of Englishmen, and that throughout he may be satis-
fied that he has always enjoyed my favor.” Onward
now went the Mission from the Indian Government,
receiving and bestowing courtesies. All past animosi-
ties were buried. Before proceeding to his own tent,
Malcolm waited on Sir Harford Jones, who received him
in “a gracious and affable manner,” and in the course of
the evening returned the visit. Malcolm welcomed him
with a guard of honor, and went out of his tent to greet
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at a distance. The ceremony of reception was an im-
posing one. Attended by eleven gentlemen of his suite,
all in full-dress uniform, Malcolm entered the hall of
audience. “ Welcome again, Malcolm,” cried the King,
with much cordiality, “and welcome all you young gen-
tlemen. Mashallah! you have brought a fine set of
young men—all fine young men—to pay their respects
to the Shah. Sit down, Malcolm.” Now Malcolm, on
his former mission, always had sate down. He had con-
tended for and established the custom. But Sir Harford
Jones had consented to stand in the royal presence.
How then could the representative of the Governor-
General accept a concession which had not been accorded
to the delegate of the Crown? Malcolm felt the embar-
rassment of his position, and asked permission to stand.
Again the King desired him to be seated. But still the
Envoy hesitated to comply with the request. “ Why,
Malcolm,” said the King, half in jest and half in earnest,
¢ what new thing is this—what has come over you? You
used not to hesitate in conforming to the King's com-
mand.” On this Malcolm sate down. The embarrass-
ment passed over, and Futteh Ali Shah and Malcolm
were soon in earnest discourse.*

Malcolm had prepared a set speech; but whea the
time came for its delivery, he made no great progress
with the oration. “ Come,” said the King, smiling, *you
are an old friend; I do not put you on a footing with
other men. Compose yourself; I know what you would
say”—and he commenced a speech of fulsome panegyric.
Then, breaking into laughter, he said, “ Now your speech
is made, let me know about yourself. How have you
been these many years ?” “ Except for the wish to re-
visit your Majesty, I have been well and happy,” said

& « Tt was the only time,” salyls the to lose his self-possession for a mo-
parrator of this incident, from whom I ment.”
derived it, « that I ever knew Malcolm
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Malcolm. ‘But what,” asked the King, “ made you go
back in dudgeon last year, without seeing my son at
Shiraz ?” ¢ How could he,” said Malcolm, “ who had
been warmed by the sunshine of his Majesty's favor, be
satisfied with the mere reflexion of that refulgence
through the person of his Majesty’s son ?” ¢ Mashal-
lah! Mashallah!” cried the King, *Malcolm is himself
again!”

Gracious beyond example was Futteh Ali. He was
really glad to see Malcolm. He told him that he always
was and always must be his prime favorite beyond all
Europeans. Then he spoke of the state of India—of
Europe—of his own country; and then returned to talk
of Malcolm himself. “I heard,” said he, “that you were
going to England; but I have caught you, and you must
not expect to escape for at least four years. Your fame
in India for settling countries has reached me; and your
labor is wanted here.” He then asked a multitude of
questions concerning the organisation of the Indian army.
Malcolm spoke not only of its discipline, but of its ad-
mirable invalid and pension establishments. * Discipline,”
said the King, “ will always defeat valor; but discipline
alone is nothing. It is the whole constitution of the
military branch of government which makes superior
armies.” To this Malcolm assented ; and then the King
began to speak of Buonaparte, whom he styled the first
of heroes, and said, “ What does he want?” “The
world,” said Malcolm. “ Right,” said the King, “you
are right, Malcolm—but in truth, he is a great soldier.”
Then he asked many questions about the state of Spain ;
and thence, turning again to personal matters, inquired
about the officers of Malcolm’s suite, and asked particu-
larly about the engineers. “Mr. Jins (Sir H. Jones) is
a good young man. I have a regard for him; and those
with him have labored hard in my service—but you
must do everything for me now.” Malcolm assured him
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that he and his Majesty’s other servants would do all
that lay in their power; and the King was well pleased
with the assurance. Altogether, the reception was a
most gracious ome, and Malcolm quitted the presence-
chamber satisfied that he had not fallen in the estimation
of his old friend. I was shocked to hear after I came
out,” he wrote in his journal, “that I had talked more
and louder than his Majesty ; but I could not have given
offence, as I went away loaded with praises.”

On the 1st of July, Malcolm, with all due ceremony
and becoming state, exhibited his presents before the
audience-tent of the Shah. Chief of these were the
guns which he had brought with him from India, and
which now, with all their equipments, were displayed
before the delighted eyes of the King. It was hard to
say whether the ordnance or the young artilleryman
Lindsay, with his bright rosy face and his gigantic pro-
portions, gave his Majesty the greater pleasure. In the
latter he saw a young Roostum, who was destined to
play no insignificant part in the war then waging with
the Muscovite. The two galloper-guns which Malcolm
had brought with his escort were now exercised, as well
as the confined space would allow, to the surprise and
delight of the Persian monarch. But Malcolm said that
they would appear to greater advantage on the plains of
Oujein, whither his Majesty was about to remove his
camp, and that, as one of his officers, he would be glad to
exercise them there. “ Very proper, Malcolm,” said the
King; “ you shall take charge of my guns at Oujein. They
cannot be under an officer I more esteem. And at
Oujein, I will mount my horse, and see both the guns
and your troopers exercised. And then,” he added,
laughing, ‘“if it is necessary, you may go and amuse
yourself with breaking the heads of my enemies the
Russians.”
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On the following day, Futteh Ali broke up the royal
encampment at Sultaneah, and marched to the great
plain in the vicinity of Tabreez. Thither Malcolm and
his suite presently followed, by the express desire of
his Majesty, by whom the words spoken about his
Russian epemies had not been uttered in jest. A
few miles from the ground at Oujein he was met by Sir
Harford Jones, who placed in his hands some public
despatches received from England, by the contents of
which it appeared that the Home Government had de-
termined still to regulate our diplomatic relations with

———

Persia, and had, in prosecution of this intention to re- '

pudiate the power and authority of the Governor-General
in that direction, appointed Sir Gore Ouseley Ambas-
sador to the Court of Teheran. These letters were
written after the receipt of Lord Minto’s reference to the
Foreign Office, on the saubject of the future control of
our Persian diplomacy, so Malcolm saw at once that it
had become his duty to bring his mission to a close.
His occupation was gone. He could no longer remain
at the Persian Court in & recognised official position. So
he determined to withdraw from the scene with the least
possible delay.

But the King and Abbas Meerza, the heir-apparent,

desired Malcolm to remain in Persia, to aid with his,

advice, if not with his personal assistance, the operations
of the coming campaign against their Russian enemies.
Sir Harford Jones pressed this matter warmly upon him,
and the two Envoys went together on the following day
into the royal camp, and had a long conference on the
subject with the Persian Ministers. Malcolm’s oplmons
regarding the best means of prosecuting the campaign
were eagerly sought. His advice was eminently judi-
cious. “I strongly recommended them,” he wrote to
Lord Minto, “not to attack the Russians in lme, or in
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their strong posts; but to keép their newly-raised in-
fantry and ill-equipped artillery in reserve, and limit
their employment to the defence of forts and difficult
passes, whilst they pushed forward every horsemaun the
country could furnish to distress and harass the enemy,
whose numbers I understood to be about ten thousand,
of which a very small portion were cavalry.”

Next day, Malcolm waited on Abbas Meerza,* who
was full of martial enthusiasm, eager above all things to
introduce an improved state of discipline into his army,
and impatient of the slow, steady process of organisation
and instruction, by which alone, Malcolm told him, such
an end could be possibly attained. The advanced posi-
tion at this time of the Russians, who had seized upon
Mackerry, a strong fort on the north bank of the Arras
river, little more than fifty miles from Tabreez, had
greatly disturbed him, and he was eager by any means
to dislodge the invaders; but Malcolm counselled him
not to push forward his infantry, or to hazard an engage-
ment which would probably end in disaster and disgrace.
Great expectations of personal aid from Malcolm and his
followers had been entertained by the Prince, who was
surprised and disappointed to learn that the English
Envoy had only thirty efficient troopers, and details of
artillery sufficient to work a single gun. But Malcolm told
him that he would visit his camp at Tabreez, and offer
him the best advice in his power, besides placing at
his disposal some English officers and some expert arti-
ficers, through whose agency both the personmel and
matériel of his force might be greatly improved. He
promised the Prince, also, that two of these officers—

® Abbas Meerza was the second son wrote after this first interview with
of Futteh Ali, but he was his favorite him, that he aPpeared “a very supe-
and his fighting son, and had been de- rior young man.”
clared heir to the throne. Malcolm
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Macdonald and Monteith—should reconnoitre Mackerry,
and bring back exact intelligence of the strength of the
Russian position, in order that a just opinion might be
formed of the expediency or inexpediency of attacking it.

It had now become necessary that Malcolm should
determine positively upon his line of conduct. He saw
that both the King and Abbas Meerza were bent upon
detaining him in Persia. So he thought the matter over
with himself, and he talked it over with Sir Harford
Jones, and he came to the following conclusions, which
I give, as he reported them to Lord Minto :

¢ First, that I should insist upon the King granting me my
audience of leave immediately, which it appeared, from what he
had stated to Sir Harford, he was not disposed to do. Secondly,
that after I had my audience of leave, I should consider myself
as divested of any public character in this country. Thirdly,
that in the actual state of the Persian army, there was no hope
that any good could arise from protracting my stay which could
balance the evils which might arise from exciting hopes that must
be disappointed, from hazarding our military reputation by taking
a share in operations which we could not expect either to aid or
to direct, and that my departure was the more advisable, as it was
evident that I could not remain a day in Persia without being
asked for opinions and advice on subjects which involved political
considerations, and such, in the situation in which I was placed, I
could not give without some risk of differing from his Majesty’s
Envoy, and consequently of reviving a collision which had been
g0 happily terminated.”

Two days afterwards Malcolm was summoned to the
presence of the King. Futteh Ali was seated in a small
tent, to which no one was admitted but the Prime Mi-

nister and the English Envoy. In conformity with the

custom introduced by Sir Harford Jones, Malcolm stood
in the audience-chamber, but the King resolutely de-
clared that his old friend should never stand in his pre-



30 SECOND MISSION TO PERSIA.

sence, and a further order obtained compliance. Futteh
Ali then commenced the conference by saying how
greatly he had been disappointed by the out-turn of
events at home, and the consequent determination of
Malcolm to return to India; and then begged that he
would stay and accompany Abbas Meerza and his army
into Georgia. “ You will then,” he added, *return and
Teceive your leave as you ought, and be conducted
through my country with the attention and distinction
doe to 8o favarite & servant.” To this Malcolm eould
only reply that, whatever his inclinations might be, his
duty, after the decision of the Crown Government, which
had deprived him of all authority in Persia, compelled
him to withdraw from all further interference in his
Majesty’s affairs. ““I am constrained,” he said, “ to obey
orders. That discipline which your Majesty is intro-
ducing into your army with us pervades all ranks. When
the word March is given, we move forward, and at the
word Halt we stand fast.” At this illustration the King
laughed, and several times repeated in English the words
“ Halt—March I"—* Halt—March!” as though greatly
pleased with the idea. “ Would to God,” he said, “ 1
could bring my Wuzeers and great public servants into
such order.” “I know what are the rules of your ser-
vice,” continued the King; “I know, however greatly
I may regret it, that an officer is bound, in all cases, to
obey the Government under which he serves; but you
will, I hope,” continued the King, *stay as many days
a8 you can at Tabreez. And at all events” (he added,
turning to the Prime Minister), “ as General Malcolm must
go, take good care that every arrangement for his depar-
ture is made in a manner which will give him satisfac-
tion. He always has been, and always shall be my first
favorite among Europeans, and he shall receive his leave
with every honor it is possible to confer upon him.
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Everything must be done that can give him gratifica-

tion.” With the sounds of this gracious speech still

ringing in his ears, Malcolm quitted the presence of the
ino. &

Nor were these protestations of royal kindness mere
empty words. The King was determined to heap honors
on Malcolm. So next day he sent the Minister to tell
him that his Majesty desired to bestow upon him some
public and enduring mark of royal favor, and to this
end he proposed to make his friead a Khan, and to
bestow upon him a star of honor. It was proposed that
a decoration, similar to that which had been granted
to General Gardanme should be bestowed upon Mal- '
colm. The Frenchman had been made a Knight of the !
Sun ; but the Englishman now declared that it would '
be unloyal and unbecoming on his part to accept a title
which had been instituted for the benefit of an enemy.
This decision created some disappointment, and led to
considerable controversy. The King proposed also to
make Malcolm a Sepahdar, or General in the Persian
service. This honor was cheerfully accepted, and the
General said that the King might send him a horse and
sword to support his new dignity. But Futteh Ali said
that he gave swords to people of all kinds, and that he
desired to mark his especial sense of his affection for
Malcolm. It was suggested, therefare, that a new order
should be instituted, and a new star fabricated for the
purpose, by the court jeweller. There was to be a Lion
couchant, and a Sun rising on khis back ; and the order

* He could not, however, imme- The King observed it, and smiling, de-
diately depart. Malcolm thus de- sired me to stand where I was till my
seribes in hi founnl how the inter- leg was quite recovered, which required
i udicrous termination: & minute or two, that were passed in
joking upon our want of practice in the

quite benmumbed from the constrained ‘eastern mhion of sitting.”
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was to be the order of the Lion and the Sun. The
distinction was pressed so earnestly upon Malcolm, that
he could no longer refuse it. And many brave men
since that day have therefore written K.L.S. after their
names.

The determination which Malcolm had formed to leave
Persia, disappointed Abbas Meerza even more than it
disappointed the King. Eager above all things was the
Prince to retain the General in his camp, that he might
assist him in the work of disciplining his troops, which
then lay so very near to his heart. The picture in Mal-
colm’s journal of the heir-apparent, with his military
zeal and his soldierly instincts, combined with a sort of
boyish simplicity and impulsiveness of character, is far
from an unattractive one. The army was then to him a
new plaything; but his after life showed that he had
something of the real hero about him, and did not shrink
from the stern realities of war:

“] went out yesterday evening,” wrote Malcolm on the 14th of
July, “to attend the Prince Abbas Meerza, who intimated a wish
to see my escort. I found him riding alone in front of a line of
five thousand new-raised Persian infantry. He received me with
great affability, and was delighted with the party of dragoons and
gallopers, who exercised and manceuvred as well as the bad
ground we had could admit. He examined the clothing and
accoutrements of the Europeans in the most minute manner, and
appeared delighted with their equipment. After my review was
over, the Prince put his own line of infantry through their firing
and some manceuvring. They had only been raised four months,
knew a little of everything, but were evidently grounded in
nothing. Abbas Meerza did everything himself, and went every-
where unattended. He was dressed like a soldier, in a plain
scarlet coat made in the Persian style, and buttoned tight. After
the review was over the curricle I had brought for the King
drove up. He was delighted with it, and in an instant sprang
into it. I did the same, and took the reins, and drove off at full
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trot. His astonishment and delight were equal Some of his
attendants followed. ¢You will be tired,’ said he, ¢for I am going
to Teheran with Malcolm.” After a short drive I turned round
and drove to the front of the troops, where he remounted, and
exercised them till dark; he then marched home. I could not but
remark that, at a narrow place on the road, he stopped half an
hour to let every file pass, rather than break the line—an excel-
lent sign of the ideas he has had instilled into him. All the
object of his conversation during three hours I was with him was
to persuade me to remain. He urged everything it was possible;
but 1 was obliged to give him most cautious answers. Nothing
can be more embarrassing than my situation; but if I remain after
my functions have ceased, I become, of course, subject to the
orders of Sir Harford, who can, by word or letter, direct me to
quit whenever he chooses; and I certainly have not yet confidence
sufficient in his character to place myself in such a situation.”

So earnest was the desire of the young Prince that
Malcolm should accompany him on his approaching
campaign, that a conditional assent to the request was
at last reluctantly yielded. Malcolm said that he
would accompany Abbas Meerza to the field, if Sir
Harford Jones, then the chief British authority in the
country, would request him in writing to do so. But
Sir Harford shrunk from the responsibility ; so the mea-
sure was subsequently abandoned. It was arranged,
however, that two officers of Malcolm’s suite, Captain
Christie and Lieutenant Lindsay, ardent and adven-
turous spirits, who longed for a stirring life amidst the
strange scenes which surrounded them, should remain
with the Persian army.

The time for Malcolm’s departure now drew near.
The 15th of July was fixed for his audience of leave.
The King sent him a horse and a sword, and he was met
at the entrance of the audience-tent with a firman, or
royal mandate appointing him a Khan and Sepahdar
(a nobleman and general) of the Persian Empire. With

VOL. II. D
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these new titles he was introduced to the King, who
welcomed him with becoming cordiality. The gen-
tlemen of the Mission were also introduced in their
dresses of honor; and then the King, desiring Malcolm
to approach the throne, invested him with a diamond
star, in the centre of which were the Lion and the Sun,
the insignia of the new order of knighthood. * You are
now,” said his Majesty, whilst Malcolm still stood by the
throne, “ confirmed in my service, in which I know you
have been faithful for ten years. I can do no higher
honor to any one than at this moment I have done to
you. You will wear this star on your breast as a proof
to all the world of the royal favor of the King of Persia.”
Malcolm bowed, poured out his thanks, and soon after-
wards withdrew amidst renewed expressions of royal
kindness. As he made his last salaam to the King, at
the appointed distance from the throne, Futteh Ali cried
out again, with irrepressible sincerity, ‘‘ Farewell, Mal-
colm, my friend |"—a little thing as we read it here, but
in the stately, ceremonial Court of Persia, where every
word and gesture is prescribed, where nothing is to be
said but at the appointed time, and even a king enjoys
no freedom of speech, a matter of no slight significance.
Malcolm had now been received and dismissed with
every possible mark of honor. So far, indeed, the object
of his mission had been accomplished. “I cannot but
conceive,” he wrote to Lord Minto, ‘ that the conduct of
the King towards me upon this occasion must have, in
its general impression, the best effects towards the full
accomplishment of those objects which your Lordship
had in view when you deputed me to this Court, as it
marked in a manner not to be mistaken his great respect
and consideration for the Government I represented.”
It may be surmised, however, that it was but a reflected
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honor that fell upon the Government of India. The
King was personally attached to Malcolm, and he honored
the officer because he loved the man.

On the morning of the 23rd of July, Malcolm quitted
‘“ the once celebrated city of Tauris, now the ruined
Tabreez ;” and turned his face towards home with an
emotion of gratitude and joy. ‘ What a happy man I
am to-day,” he wrote in his journal. It is impossible
to look back without congratulating myself on my good
fortune at every stage of my late vexatious and unpro-
mising mission. I have now turned my back, and I
hope for ever, on deceit, falsehood, and intrigue; and I
am bending my willing steps and still more willing heart
towards rectitude, truth, and sincerity. I leave all I
hate, and am proceeding towards all I love. May God
make my journey prosperous.” He was to march by
the route of Sennah to Baghdad and Bussorah; and
thence to Bushire and Bombay.

The early part of the homeward journey presented
few noticeable incidents. A week after they quitted
Tabreez they were joined by some old friends. Ome
morning there appeared among them a stranger rudely
dressed, apparently in the costume of a Beloochee, with
a handsome countenance and an imposing presence,
who sought admittance to the tent of the Envoy.*

* I have written this story from the

Christie and Pottinger have gone
memoranda of one of the survi

through most arduous duties, and have

members of Malcolm’s suite. The fol-
bvi?is his own journal entry:

“ July 31.—Stewart came across the
country to join us with Christie and
Pottinger, erick and Cormick, and

we sate down, fourteen, to breakfast. warded

All the party, except Stewart, were in
Persian clothes, and had beards as
well as whiskers. I should hardl
have known any of them, unless

had been prepared for their arrival

suffered great fatigne and hardship.
Their labors will be of benefit to the
public service, and, I trust, to them-
selves. Men who voluntarily encoun-
ter such dangers should be well re-

Then follows this account of the next
day’s diversions: * Awgwst 1.— We
spent a very idle day, eating trout,
and talking over wonderful travels.”
Christie lnﬁ some capital stories to tell.

D 2
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It proved to be Ensign Henry Pottinger, who had
much to tell of what he had scen in Sindh and Beloo-
chistan; and in whose courage; and enterprise, and
intelligence, as then manifested, Malcolm clearly saw
the indications of those fine qualities which afterwards
raised him to high estate. About the same time an-
other stranger appeared in the Mission camp. He was a
fierce-lookingy rugged Afghan, with a magnificent beard
and truculent aspect—a man seemingly capable of any
amount of daring. It was great joy to Malcolm and his
friends to find under this disguise the goodly person of
Captain Christie,* who had been Pottinger’s companion
in his wanderings beyond the Indus. They had started
before Malcolm from Bombay, and taking with them
letters of credit and recommendation from native bankers
at that place, and assuming the costume of the countries
through which they travelled, had made their way as
native horse-dealers through Sindh and Beloochistan to
Herat, and thence into the Persian country. The party
had been a gallant one before ; it was improved by these
additions. Seldom or never has such an assemblage of
high-spirited, intelligent youths been gathered together
under such a leader. It is no small proof of Malcolm’s
discernment that there was not one of them who did not
abundantly fulfil the promise of his early days.
Lieutenants Stewart and Frederick and Dr. Cormick
joined Malcolm at the same time; but a few days after-

* Christie and Pottinger had met
unexpectedly at Ispaban. The latter
Flvqs in his published travels the fol-
owing account of their meeting :
“ Captain Christie arrived in the city
about dusk, unknowing and unknown,
and went to the Governor’s palace to
request a lodging, which was ordered,
when by accident one of the atten-
dants observed that there were iwo

Feringhees in the Chibul Setoon, and

that he would possibly like to join
their party; he accordingly came to
t epn?aceandsentu a man to say he
wished to speak with one of us. I
went down, and as it was then quite
dark, I could not recognise his fea-
tures; and he fancying me a Persian
from my dress, we conversed for seve-
ral minutes ere we discovered each
other. The moment we did so was
one of the happiest of my life.”
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wards the party dispersed.®* At Sennah, which he
reached on the 21st of August, he received letters from
home, which greatly increased his happiness.t He con-
tinued his journey, as he said, *with a light heart,” but
with a diminished suite,{ and reached Kermanshah by
the Ist of September. There he commenced the pre-
paration of a laborious despatch on Persian affairs,§ the
longest he had ever written, and probably, he said, the
last that he should ever write on the subject.

‘When Malcolm quitted Tabreez, he hoped that he had
turned his back for ever on “falsehood, deceit, and in-
trigue,” but he had yet one more exhibition of these
qualities, combined with the never-absent national cupi-
dity, to rufle him before he shook the dust of Persia
from his feet. He had not been unburdened of all his

* “ dugusi 5.—Stewart, Frederick, Johnny and Litchfield—six in number

and Jukes start this evening for Hama-
dan. Macdonald, Christie, and Cor-

81 ‘fA'g-dm thﬁl,nw.—l vaen:fthis
morning e Hummums, and_after-
wards to breakfast with the Wallee,
who gave me a sumptuous entertain-
ment in one of the finest rooms I have
seen in Persia. I however sate with
impati as a packet had just ar-
rived with letters to the 15th of May
from India. I had opened one letter
and discovered that all were well, and
that enabled me to command my feel-
ings; but the moment I could with
decency, I left the Wallee to joi the
luxury of reading the volumes I re-
miﬁ from you, and I am now happy.
I shall continne my journey with a
%t and happy heart.”—[Malcolm’s

A Josml.f

$ “Axgust 25.—Fllis and Macdonald
left us two days ago for Hamadan,
where all hands are collected. Stewart
and Frederick procced to Bushire. The
rest, with the addition of Williams,

—join me at Kermanshah.” — [Mal-
colm’s M.S. Joxnal.:La

§ He thus describes it in his jour-
nal: « Seplember 1, Camp Kermanshak.
—1I have commenced my last, and pro-
bably my longest letter on Persia, in
which 1’3 bring forward all the
geographical labors of the Mission,
give a short view of the constitution
and condition of their Government, of
its domestic and foreign policy, and
finish by a grmddmview of our pol'i‘ A
retrospective and prospective. e
task mbewell one ; and, if it is,
I think it must be difficult of digestion
to some of my friends in England, who,
if they are not invincibly bigoted to their
errors, must blash for their acts. It
is not, however, my intention to throw
the least virulence into this composi-
tion. I mean to perform a duty, not
to revive a controversial discussion,
and my object shall be to convince, not
to irritate. Evcnt? will soc:p give m
an opportunity of correcting a
siste&l:oliif they are so duposedth , and
though they may never regamn the
mu:lg‘;nay{)e made of the future.
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presents, and therefore was not beyond the reach of
vexation and annoyance. Of the sordid littleness of
Persian Courts he had seen much, but the Court of
Kermanshah seemed to be sunk in a still lower deep
of degradation. 'What was the trickery of these people,
and how Malcolm encountered it, may best be told in
his own words:

< September 9.—1I have been more out of humor to-day with
the Persian character than I have yet been since I arrived in
Persia. I am still in such a rage that I cannot enter into the
disgusting details. I made the Prince a present of about 14,000
rupees, of which a diamond valued between 10,000 and 11,000
made part. The royal jeweller, angry at not being consulted, under-
valued the stone, swearing, I understand, it was not worth more
than two or three thousand. God knows I am no judge, and may
have been taken in; but still this jewel must be of 7000 or 8000
rupees’ value. This was the ground of a most tremendous fight
with the Minister. He said the Prince had ordered the diamond
to be put in the clasp of a sword that was to be given to me. I told
him if such an insult were offered to me, I would refuse his High-
ness’s sword and march away. It is needless to recapitulate what
passed. I at last told him they were all merchants, and I would
settle with them as such. A servant of mine would, I said, pur-
chase the diamond at the price it cost me, on condition that if the
presents given to me and my suite by the Prince did not amount
in my estimation to 15,000 piastres, the Minister would purchase
them from me, and so settle the disgraceful account. To thisa
Prince of the blood royal and his Minister have agreed! Itis
an arrangement which reflects only disgrace upon their own
meanness, and will not be attended with disgrace to the Company;
probably the reverse, as I shall certainly send back the Prince's
presents if they are not of value.

¢ September 10.—I have finished the disgraceful bargain with
the Minister, and have obtained an obligation, with the security
of the first merchant here, that the presents made to me and the
khelats will be received back and an amount of 15,000 kroosh
paid to me in lieu of them, if I choose to return them ; and I
have agreed to take my presents back and pay 20,000 kroosh for
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them. I have treated this latterly as a mercantile concern, and
if there is the slightest feeling of pride in the Minister's mind, he
must be ashamed. I am not yet decided whether I shall retura
the presents, but believe I shall not (unless their behaviour mends)
spare them this last degradation. 1am told the Prince is not
fully informed of this transaction; but he must know something
of it, and if he had one roysal sentiment in his breast, he never
would permit a proceeding of sach a character. But he is s
mapacious as his brethren, and as insensible to shame.”

On the 11th of September, Malcolm quitted Kerman.
shah ; and at the end of his first march this unseemly
contest was brought to a close:

¢ The customary presents,” he wrote in his journal, of a horse
and a sword for me, and a dress for each of my family, was eent
yesterday to my tent. I veceived the royal present with the
usual ceremony, and we went in the evening to visit the Prince,
who was very gracious, and talked a good deal He, however,
on this occasion, displayed more obetinacy than knowledge in his
obeervations, and on our differing regarding the geography of
ancient and modern Europe, he was kind enough to give me a
great deal of information upon those points, which I received with
a smile. After I returned to the camp, I sent for the merchant
whom L had claimed as security for the payment of the 15,000
kroosh for the khelats, &c., which were, as I expected, not worth
5000. The pride of the Minister was, I found, prepared for the
loss, and the man came to Camp with the cash. I tore his bond,
and wrote a letter to my mehmendar respecting my sense of
the conduct which had been pursued towards me, but stating
that, as T considered the honor of the King and his son to be the
same, I should look over what was past, and keep the articles sent
me, which he must know were of no value either to me or the
gentlemen of my suite, rather than involve the Prince’s name
further in such a transaction by the public return of his presents.”

On the 20th of September, after a march enlivened
and rendered hazardous by the disturbed state of the
country, Malcolm found himself on the banks of the
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Tigris. There he was met by Mr. Rich, and “ most hos-
pitably welcomed by him and his lady.” “I felt now,”
he wrote in his journal, “ as if all my troubles were over.
1 shall here part with all my incumbrances, and sail
peacefully down the stream of this fine river.” ¢Mr.
Rich’s hospitality,” he wrote on the following day, “is
not to be appeased by anything short of our living with
him while at Baghdad. Twelve hungry men must be a
terrible infliction. I told Mrs. Rich,* who appears a de-
lightful young woman, that I could believe she had (like
the Indian peasant) prayed for a small stream, and did
not expect the Ganges.”

At Baghdad, Malcolm and his companions were de-
tained for some days by a revolt in the city, which ren-
dered it impossible for him to obtain boats for the prose-
" cution of his journey down the river. The interval of his
detention he occupied in the preparation of his elaborate
despatch to Lord Minto, detailing the results of his Mis-
sion.t On the 29th the letter was finished, and then
Malcolm, as ready always for play as for work, began to
amuse himself. “We pass our time very pleasantly,”
he wrote; “ we have races almost every morning, games
of chess after breakfast, and in the evening swim in the
Tigris and play bowls.” The races were not all sport.
One day Mr. Rich burst into Malcolm's tent with tidings
to the effect that a party of Arabs had seized one of the
chief people of the Residency, stripped him, and plun-
dered five hundred piastres of public money. Malcolm
instantly ordered his escort in pursuit of the robbers,
who were mounted; and soon his troopers were in hot

* Eldest daughter of Sir James pleasant young woman, has knowledge
Mackintosh. In another pa of without affectation, and is well read
his journal, Malcolm says: “ Mr. Rich and well informed th.hout bemg in the
is very kind and hospltable, and the least tic or masculin
more I see of his Iadz e more I am he despatch is duted Baghdad,
pleased with her. She is a sensible, Octoberl It contains 832 paragraphs.
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chase after the Arabs. Seeing, however, that the pur-
suit was likely to lead his men far from Camp, and ap-
prehending that some accident might happen, he took
horse himself, called on the gentlemen of his family to
follow him, and joined eagerly in the chase. After a
hard gallop of some ten miles, they captured four or five
of the robbers (including one of their leaders), as many
horses and ponies, some fire-arms, and some plundered
property. The object was gained. The plunderers were
panic-struck; and a report of the gallant pursuit soon ran
through the camp and the city. “I feel satisfied now,”
wrote Malcolm in his journal, “that the Arabs will
hereafter keep clear of our camp. A promptitude to
avenge insult or attack is the only security against either
among these barbarians.”*

But this was a trifling incident in comparison with
the great political events which were passing in the
neighbourhood of Malcolm’s camp. Baghdad and its
vicinity had become the scene of a bloody struggle for
empire, and every day seemed likely to evolve the tragic
catastrophe of the drama. The Sultan had sent orders
from Constantinople for the removal of the Pacha from
authority, and the Pacha was bent on resisting to the
death the commands of the Porte. The result was a
civil war between the de facto ruler of Baghdad and the !
authorities sent to supplant him. The issue of the con-
test was doubtful. One day brought tidings of the success

® The good effects of this raid were head of the village); ‘since the hour
5000 nt. A day or two after- you pursued these fellows not a plun-
wards lm wrote in his journal: dercr has been seen on this side of
“]I rode out this morning towards hdad. We are all l{:m!ing for you;
Baghdad. On ing a%on the as there is no doubt that if your camp
shore of the ’E;:A the i itants had not been near, we should have loat
came out, and with loud acclamations all our property.’ I was pleased with
expressed their itude to me for this testimony to the m effect pro-
having chased the Arabs from their duced by the sally we had made, and
vicinity. © God prolong your shade,’ had no doubt of its truth.
nidmoldman(grnl;oleemedtobethe
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of one party; the next saw the triumph of the other. The
Pacha was now confident, now desponding. The tide of
fortune, as the war progressed, appeared to have turned
against him. At last, his only hope seemed to be in
the assistance of Malcolm and his friends. So mere a
handful of men could have done little in such a contest;
but the moral effect of the co-operation might have been
great, and English generalship and English energy might
have consolidated the scattered elements of the Pacha’s
army, and reinvigorated his declining cause. He con-’
jured the Resident, therefore, by all the professions of
friendship he had put forth, to solicit Malcolm to aid him.
But Mr. Rich could only answer, that whatever his
private feelings might be, his public character and the
relations in which his Government stood towards the

" Porte prevented all possibility of his interference.

But although it was impossible that Malcolm should
take any active part in the struggle, he rejoiced in his
appearance upon the scene in the crisis that had arisen;
for although he could not lead the Pacha’s troops to the
battle, he could protect the British Residency, the safety
of which, in such a conjuncture, might have been jeopar-
dised by the surrounding tumult. He determined, there-
fore, under all circumstances, not to continue his journey
until the struggle was at an end. “I cannot bring
myself,” he said, “to leave this place till matters are
more settled. With such bodies of unlicensed plun-
derers all round, the Residency is not secure. But the
situation of Mrs. Rich is what has most influence upon
my mind. I cannot think of leaving a lady in such a
gituation when I have the power, without any serious
deviation from duty, of protecting her.- If anything
unpleasant were to occur, I never should forgive myself
A few days can make no great difference. I shall, there-
fore, stay till the battle is over.”
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On the 6th of October the issue of the contest no
longer remained doubtful. On that day, Malcolm,
warned by intelligence of the state of affairs that had
reached him, threw out mounted pickets in advance of
his camp, and drew a cordon of sentries around it.
“We heard no more,” he wrote in his journal, “till
ten o'clock at night, when, in the midst of a rubber at
whist with Mrs. Rich and others, we heard a cry, as
if the camp were attacked, followed by trumpets and
drums sounding and beating to arms. I immediately ran
to the lines of the escort, and there found that the alarm
was caused by the advance of a body of between fifty
and sixty harse, who, on our sending a person to speak
to them, proved to be a party with the Dewan Effendi,
or Secretary to Government, who had fled, and desired
most anxiously to see Mr. Rich and me. We walked
out a short way to meet him, and found he was come to
solicit protection. He gave a very confused account of
the action, but said he was satisfied that everything was.
lost, and so he had come to the only friend he had,
Mr. Rich; in hopes of being protected for the moment,
until he could make his peace with the conqueror. As
this man had rendered very serious services to Mr. Rich
in his former disputes with the Pacha, and was attached
to the English Government, it was resolved to allow him
to remain in camp ; but all his followers, except one or
two, were sent away, and strict orders were given to the
line of sentries to admit no further communication with
any fugitives. The Dewan Effendi, who is a very
peaceable little man, had evidently taken no share in the
action ; but it was bbvious, from his account, that the
Pacha’s troops were not likely to make any stand, and\
that all his principal officers were deserting him. The '
little Effendi (he is not, without his tall cap, five feet
high) seemed quite happy when he came into camp.
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¢ Have any of you a nightcap? was the first question he
asked, when he came into the tent Mr. Rich had allotted
to him. ‘I shall sleep sound to-night, which is what I
have not done for this week.'”

But there was no such safety for his master. Whilst
the little Effendi was sleeping securely in one of the
Residency tents, the unfortunate Pacha was being hunted
down by his remorseless enemies. On the following
morning he was seized by a party of Arabs, who plun-
dered, slew him, cut off his head, stuck it on & pole, and
carried it in triumph to his rival, to be afterwards ¢ care-
fully packed up, sealed, and sent as a trophy to Constan-
tinople.” A young man of eighteen, named Assud Beg,
son of Soliman Pacha, whom Malcolm had known in
1801, was elected Pacha by the voice of the people.
He accepted the honor thus voluntarily offered; but
when he heard of the miserable fate of his predecessor,
he burst into tears, retired to his private residence, and
declared that nothing should tempt him to take upon
himself so dangerous an office.  “ It is impossible,” said
Malcolm, commenting on these events, “to witness a
scene of this nature without feelings of fiity, and all
recollection of the late Pacha having provoked his fate
is lost in sentiments of regret; but-I most sincerely
rejoice that the scene has come to a close, and that the
distracted country will have quiet again. I can now
reconcile myself to going away, which I could not before.
Mrs. Rich appears to have much more than common for-
titude, and is in some degree familiar to scenes of trouble;
but ladies are out of their place in such scenes, and had
not accident brought me here at thts period, I am not
at all confident that she would have been safe from the
attempts of those daring plunderers, whom our numbers
and powers of rapid action (from being cavalry) kept at
a respectable distance.”
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Malcolm was now prepared to prosecute his voyage
down the river to Bussorah. Eager as he was to pro-
ceed with his journey, he did not depart without some
sentiments of regret. “I shall leave Baghdad,” he
wrote, “ with very warm feelings towards the Residency.
Mr. Rich is a young man of extraordinary attainments,
and his fair lady is a most decided favorite of mine.
We came here at a most fortunate period, and the im-
pression made by the manner in which we treated the
vagabonds of all parties who ventured near our camp
will not be lost. 'We have, to use one of my hkistorical
Phrases, ‘ kept danger at a distance, by our alacrity to
meet it.”” When he found himself on board Mr. Rich’s
yacht, dropping down the Tigris, these feelings of regret
forced themselves still more strongly upon him, and again
he wrote to his wife: ¢ The loneliness of this vessel
makes me think more of the pleasant society of my
friend Mrs. Rich, in whose company I have certainly
passed as happy hours as I have ever known absent
from home. She is one of the very few ladies I have
ever met who seemed really anxious to converse with me
upon that subject which engrosses all my thoughts in
absence, and the attention with which she listened and
the warmth with which she spoke on this subject showed
that her heart was fully equal to her head, and that is
placing it in no common rank.” Only one who, like
Malcolm, has left his home to live for months among
Arabs, Persians, Turks, and Kurds, can appreciate the
luxury of being thrown suddenly into the society of a
well-bred and well-educated woman, and finding some
one to sympathise with him when he talks about his
wife and children.

On the 25th of October, Malcolm reached Bussorah,
where he was hospitably entertained by Mr. Manesty,
who had been many years Resident at that place, but
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who had recently been very undeservedly removed from
office.®* On the 29th, everything was ready for the
departure of the Mission on the Zernate cruiser and
another vessel which Malcolm hired for the accom-
modation of his family and the conveyance of the baggage.
On that day the whole party dined with Mr. Manesty,
who accompanied them to the place of embarkation, and
received from them three hearty cheers as they put off
from the shore.

After a day or two spent at Bushire, in the course of
which Malcolm inspected with much satisfaction the stud
of fine Arab horses which he had collected there, he
sailed for Bombay.f The animals were to be sent after
him, and it was with no little pleasure that he looked
forward to the time when he would be able to convey
them to England, with a view of improving the breed of
horses. This occupation, he said, would help him “to
enjoy the life of a farmer,” which he had chalked out for
himself on his return home. Nor were these the only
farming operations to which he gave a thought at
Bushire. He had been very anxious to encourage the
cultivation of potatoes throughout Persia, and tidings of
the success of his endeavours were now brought to him.
I give the entry relating to this subject which he made

* <« He appears,” said Malcolm, “ to
peculiar advantage in his own house,
whgln:l %z;hxﬁbits a oomple{e modelHoef
an ish coun tleman.
is kind, amtive,tm“pitable -
anxious to promote humor and
merriment, and full of every loyal and

triotic sentiment, and desirous that

is feeli should e all his
guests.” He was married to an Arme-
nian lady, and had a family of beauti-
fal children.

1 There isa descriptive catalogue of
Malcolm’s stud in the private journal
which he kept at this time, prefaced

by the following remarks: “I have,
ever since I came to the Gulf, endea-
voured to get some fine horses, deter-
mined to collect five or six very supe-
rior animals from which I might select
two or three for England, where, when-
ever I go, I must ride my hobby, cost
what it will. This is the only point
on which I am in the least inchned to
extravagance, and it has become, from
habit, one in which I must indulge
myself (within limits of course); but
rather than give it up altogether, I
would make any sacrifices.”
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in his journal at the time.

47
Sir James Mackintosh said

afterwards that Malcolm’s introduction of potatoes imto
Persia would be remembered long after the ridiculous
Persian Missions were forgotten. But Sir Harford Jones,
eager to dispute the claims of his rival, a quarter of a
century afterwards took the trouble to deny the fact:*

# Sir Harford Jones writes thus in
a note at the end of his dccount of the
Transactions of his Majesty’s Mission ;
but to what it refers in the text I
have been unable to diseover:

¢« In 1783, I ate potatoes at Bushire,
at the table of Mr. Galleﬂ,non.r then
Resident there, who bad planted them
in the old Dutch en,—who had
Stl;m recommen them to the
m ts, all of whom had expressed
the same opinion about them, as the
reader will see, if he reads what
Meerza Bozurg said to me at Tauris,
in 1810.

“I find a note of my own stands
thus. Much has been said on a certain
publication of the advantage that the
mtroduction of the potato root into
Persia would confer on the inhabitants.
It is impossible to deny that the intro-
duction of any new edible vegetable
into a country, if it comes into general
use, is an advantage. Long before Sir
John Malcolm visited Persia, I gave
roots of this plant to several Persians,
but I incline to believe the Persians
will never hold it in high esteem, or
make great use of it, except their
whole s;ile and system of cookery is
comple changed ; a plain boiled
potato, which we consider as excellent,
every Persian I have ever offered it to
considered as an abomination ; and the

way they treated it, always brought to
my mind, what a Turkish gmmm
once said to me at Baghdad. He had
requested to taste a glass of English
porter; he drank a part of it, and then
gravely said to me : Do you drink this
as ])hlsic, or for pleasure P’

“A potato is so stubborn a sub-
stance in a Persian ragout, that I know

from experience, no Persian artiste,
when I was in the country, could or
would undertake to produce it at table,
It so happened, that after a long eulo-
ginmdaon ta;l:lm vegetable, vgaoich I hﬁ
one made to Meerza Bozurg,
desi.redvme to give him a few o‘;r&m
accompanied by directions how to dress
them. I told him first to order his
cook to boil them plain; if he disliked
them that way, the cook might be di-
rected to prepare them en ragout ; and
if that did not suit his taste, to order
them to be served up roasted.

“ Some time afterwards I asked him
if he had made trial of the potaf
and how he liked them. He answe
he had tried them: boiled, they were
eatable, but only as something to keep
body and soul together; in ut tll::tvf
were detestable; and ro not
80 as a chesnut, adding, ‘O
what a taste you must have to put this
coarse vegetable in comparison with
God’s most grecious gift, rice! or with
the delicate bringal, the bohmian, the
caulifiower, the carrot, the bean, the
haricot;” and when I told him pota-
i,oes yemhto u]: y;vnlilat t:iee was to g:e

ersians, he ly me on the
back, and said : ‘Yonseepa:?l Almighty
provides the Ee:test of all delicacies,
and the wholesomest of all food, for
the faithful, and leaves you what is

only fit for badgers, porcupines, and

‘qlt is very probable that the p:

from Malcolm’s j given in tl
- text, supplies the answer to this. The
food «fit for b and squirrels”

was not the genuine potato, but the

root known as the alou-i-zumeen.

1
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] was much gratified,” wrote Malcolm, “ by receiving from
Stewart a dish of excellent potatoes, which he had brought from
Shiraz. These were produced from some I planted there six
months ago; and from this sample it is evident that nothing but
great carelessness and neglect can lose this valuable vegetable to a
country which must, from its soil and climate, produce it in the
greatest perfection. I was resolved to spare no pains in intro-
ducing the potatoes, and gave away as seeds, in different parts of
Persia, more than thirty small bags of them. A memorandum
was also circulating, describing the best means of cultivating
them. In the midst of my labors I was alarmed by a report that
they had a vegetable at Ispahan called the alou-i-zumeen, which
exactly resembles the potato. Alou--zumeen was immediately
translated pomme-de-terre, and the merit of introducing this plant
was as readily given to the French, who had bestowed this benefit
on the Persians a hundred years ago; but that ignorant and pre-
judiced race had since neglected the pomme-de-terre, and treated
it as a common weed. These fine conjectures continued in full
strength till we reached Ispahan. There, when breakfasting with
Hadjee Ibrahim, wec sent for the alou-i-zumeen, and found it not
unlike the potato in form, but no rcsemblance in taste, being a
bitter, useless root. I was much relieved, as I desire the good
fame of introducing potatoes into Persia, and look to immor-
tality in the name they have received in that country—alou-
Malcolmeah.”

The voyage to Bombay was distinguished by nothing
more remarkable than the death of one of the officers of
the Ternate, after an attack of small-pox, an incident
which prompted Malcolm to enter in his journal some
remarks on the immense debt of gratitude under which
Dr. Jenner had placed mankind by the discovery of vac-
cination. Always fearless for himself, he visited the sick
man in his cabin when not a feature of his face was to be
recognised amidst the mass of pustules that covered it.
He was more afraid on reaching home of frightening his
children by the amplitude of his beard and whiskers—
appendages which he thought better suited to the meri-
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dian of a Persian Court than of a Bombay nursery. So,
not without a sigh, he applied the inexorable razor to his
face, lest his little daughter on his return should refuse
to kiss him, and say, ‘“ Papa nahkin! hattee! hattee!”
(“Not Papa! an elephant! an elephant ")

On the 18th of November, Malcolm wrote in his jour-
nal: “Qur progress during the last forty-eight hours has
been good, and we are within less than a degree of
Bombay, which we shall, I trust, reach either to-night
or early to-morrow morning. If I find all there well, I
shall be completely happy. I shall now close this
journal with some lines in which I have attempted to
give a sketch of my journey.* This is by far the longest
of my muse’s flights. I know not whether it is the
happiest. I am certain of one point. This production
is either a great deal worse or a great deal better than I
at present think ; and I am still more certain of another,
that whether it is better or worse, it will please her whom
it is intended to please.”

So this second mission to Persia was at an end. And
what were its results? It would appear from this narra-
tive that Malcolm, with a brilliant staff of Company’s
officers, had gone to Tabreez and back again, that the
King of Persia might call him a favorite servant and
give him a bauble to hang upon his breast. I have
always thought that this mission was unnecessary. What
were its objects I have shown in Lord Minto’s own
words.f It was, doubtless, desirable that the Company’s
Government should not be lowered in the eyes of the
Persian Court; but as the Crown had taken under its
immediate care the management of our relations with
Persia, it may be questioned whether the re-elevation of

* The poem, then called The Persian Traveller, afterwards printed as Persia.
t 4ate, vol. i. pp. 508-509,

YOL. II. E
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the fallen majesty of the Indian Government was worth
the expenditure bestowed uponit. It is, however, to be
remembered that Lord Minto despatched Malcolm to
Persia under the hope, if not the expectation, that his
references to England would have the effect of placing
these relations again under the charge of the Governor-
General, out of whose hands they ought never to have
been taken, and of leaving his envoy as Resident Minister
at the Persian Court, charged with the duty of giving
effect to the provisions of the preliminary treaty which
had been negotiated by Sir Harford Jones.

The decision of the Crown Government proved that
these hopes were delusive; and, wise after the event,
people now say that the expectation of a different issue
was not a reasonable one. That Lord Minto gave the
Home Government credit for more wisdom- than they
really possessed is now sufficiently plain. In depriving
the Governor-General of India of the power of con-
trolling our diplomatic relations with Persia they com-
mitted a great and fatal error, from. which have already
sprung disasters and disgraces, to be succeeded, it is
feared, by other evils of a no less melancholy kind.

But whatever may have been the expediency of de--
spatching Malcolm, in that conjuncture, to the Persian
Court, it is not to be questioned that he performed his
appointed work with vigor and address. By the Go-
vernment which he represented he was greeted on his
return. with the warmest expressions of approbation.
“You have had a stormy cruise,” wrote Lord Minto,
“but in my judgment a successful one, and unquestion-
ably highly honorable to yourself. . . . . I send you my
congratulations on the meritorious and, as I think, satis-
factory termination of your last Indian labor, since you
will have it.so.” It was considered a necessity at that
time to restore the prestige of the Indian Government in
Persia, and, as far as Malcolm’s personal conduet could
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accomplish this end, it was fully accomplished. But he
did much more than this. The political results of the (
Mission, it has been acknowledged, were not great. But
its literary and scientific fruits it is not easy to overvalue.
From the first he determined that it should not be a
barren Mission. And the information which it brought!
back regarding countries then little known in Europe\
was copious, accurate, and important. We knew little’
or nothing in those days regarding the countries lying
beyond India on the North-West. From the surveys
and investigations of the officers of this, and the Mission
to Caubul conducted by Mr. Elphinstone, was derived
all the knowledge of the countries, the people, the in-
stitutions, and the history of Sindh, Beloochistan, Af-
ghanistan, and Persia, which the Indian and English
Governments possessed for the quarter of a century fol-
lowing. And the published writings of Malcolm, El-
phinstone, and Pottinger are still the standard autho-
rities on all that relates to them. Nor was all the
benefit conferred on the literature of the country repre-
sented by the publication of these works. A literary
tone and character was imparted to the Indian services
generally by these eminent examples. Many were after-
wards encouraged by the success of such performances
to endeavour to imitate them. Literary research was no
longer regarded as incompatible with active life; and
men who before thought only of serving the Govern-
ment, began to think whether, like Malcolm and Elphin-
stone, they might not at the same time promote the in-
terests of literature, science, and the world.

I cannot close this chapter without a few more words
regarding Malcolm’s associates in the second Mission to
Persia. He attached to his suite, either actually or nomi-
nally, several officers in the Company’s service, who ap-
peared to him at the time to be young men of uncommon

B2
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promise; and I have already anticipated the statement
that all who were spared to distinguish themselves fulfilled
the promise of their youth, and some in an eminent de-

gree.
from Bombay before him,

Lieutenant Christie and Ensign Pottinger sailed

but they received their in-

structions from him, and were members of the Mission.
Christie, it has been said, remained in Persia to disci-

pline the army of Abbas Meerza.

He was a man of the

highest enterprise and courage, and no ordinary intelli-
gence. A distinguished career seemed to lie before him;
but it was prematurely cut short, to the bitter sorrow of
all who knew him. He fell, with his sword in his hand,
on the field of battle—killed in a night attack made
by the Russian army on the Persian camp.* Ensign
Pottinger became successively Resident in Sindh, British

Plenipotentiary in China,

Governor of the Cape of

Good Hope, and Governor of Madras—a Baronet and a
G.C.B. Mr. Henry Ellis, then a young man in the
Company'’s Civil Service, came in time to be Joint-Com-
missioner with Lord Amherst in the Embassy to China,
and Ambassador Extraordinary to Persia—the Right
Honorable Henry Ellis, a Privy Councillor and a G.C.B.
"Malcolm early recognised his uncommon abilities, and
- prophesied that he would live to distinguish himself.+
Lieutenant Macdonald developed into Sir John Mac-
~donald, who was also for some time British Minister at
the Persian Court.] Ensign Monteith, a man of con-
-siderable scientific attainments, became Chief Engineer

# T give in the Appendix a letter
from Dr. Cormick, who also joined
the Persian camp, in which he details
to Malcolm the circumstances attend-
ing poor Christie’s death.

T Several illustrations of this might
be cited from Malcolm’s public and

rivate correspondence. Take the fol-
owing: “Ihave also to state my gra-
itude for the aid I invariably received
from Mr. Henry Ellis, of the Bengal
Civil Service, whose youth has been

matured by an experience which, com-
bined with his knowledge and talents,
must, I am assured, lead to honorable
and early distinction in that line of the
service In which he has been placed,
and for which he possesses such supe-
rior qualifications. — [Letfer to Lord
Minto, June 18, 1811.] Sir Henry
Ellis died in 1855.

1 8ir John Macdonald married one
of lhgg.lcolm’s sisters-in-law. He died
in 1830.
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of the Madras Army. Lieutenant Frederick, after a dis-

tinguished professional career, was appointed Commissary-

General of the Bombay Army—Lieutenant John Briggs

attained a high reputation as a political officer in Western

and Southern India.* He was successively political dgent

in Candeish, Resident at Sattarah, Senior Commissioner
for the settlement of the Government of Mysore, and
Resident at Nagpoor. Lieutenant Stewart was equally
distinguished in the diplomatic department as Resident
at Gwalior and Hyderabad; and Lieutenant Lindsay
(afterwards Sir Henry Lindsay Bethune) commanded
the Persian Army in many a hard-fought action with
the Russians, and had to the last a military reputation
second to none in the countries of the Shah.} No man,
indeed, had ever more reason to be proud of his ¢ Family”
than Malcolm of that which he carried with him on his.
second Mission to Persia.}

® General Monteith, General Fre-
and General Briggs were all
iving in the early part of 1856. It
in illustration of
we have written about the lite-
imparted to the Indian ser-
this and Elphinstone’s mis-
_General Briggs has made
port.mt eontn'butmns to
literature—his translation
ta and his work on the Indian
the head of them—and
Monteith has recently
by the publication of some
orks on the localities of
Turh.sh war, tfar.le’h proofs of
for Oriental to]
evinced, as one o E ﬂ
attachés, nearly half a century
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led him, still I found his remembrance
in the hearts of the inhabitants. In
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clnldren from the epoch of his visit
them; for wherever he ap-
his left some trace of
If, and the ts often said to
me, thatlftherocksmdtreea bad
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CHAPTER IL

AN INTERVAL OF REST.
[1811—1816.]

RESIDENCE AT BOMBAY ~— ADJUSTMENT OF ACCOUNTS == LITERARY LABORS~=
MACKINTOSH, ELPHINSTONE, AND MARTYN--THE MADRAS COW—
RETUBN TO ENGLAND-—VISIT TO THE NORTH—BURNFOOT AND ABBOTSFORD—
PARLIAMENTARY EXAMINATION -— PERSONAL OBVECTS — CORRESPONDENCE
‘WITH WELLINGTON.

QuieTLy located in a comfortable house with his wife
and children* at Bombay, Malcolm now settled down
to the paper-work before him. His first care was to
acknowledge the obligations under which he lay to the
zealous and enterprising young officers who had accom-
panied him to Persia. With this object he addressed
letters, for official record, to the Governments of the dif-
ferent Presidencies to which they severally belonged,
bearing the strongest testimony to their admirable spirit,
intelligence, and good conduct; whilst, in his more
private communications to Lord Minto, he acknowledged
with equal warmth the services they had rendered him
in the course of his Mission.+ This paramount duty—

* During his absence ason had been in Persia, there is no service, however
born to him—now Colonel George Mal- difficult, that so forward a zeal, so
¥ AR speaking in_detail of the every person vtachod 1o (e Mimmior
% promise of some of his assistants, wo\xip:ot have led me toinm

colm says in one of these letters : with a sanguine hope of success.”
“I can only add that had I remained pe
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for such in Malcolm’s eyes it ever was—having been
. heartily performed, he sate himself down to render his
financial accounts to Government. This was always a
very necessary duty, but it was never a pleasant one.

A Mission such as Malcolm led to Persia cannot very

easily be conducted npon economical principles. Nor is
it easy, amidst the hurry of travel and the distractions
of diplomacy, to keep minutely accurate accounts of the
public expenditure. But a gentleman officially known
as the Auditor-General, with a staff of keen-eyed clerks
and acconntants, takes his place at the same desk every
day of the year, and in a cold-blooded, unsympathising
manner criticises, item by item, the luckless envoy’s
accounts. It is very right. It is his business. It is not
his duty to take large views of anything, or to handle
matters in the mass. He is emphatically a man of de-
tail ; and the more minutely he anatomises an account,
the more efficiently he performis his functions as an
auditor. .Now Malcolm’s accounts being, like his mission,
of an extraordinary and exceptional character, naturally
afforded to -the Auditor-General many salient points of
attack. Here a voucher was called for where vouchers
were impossible ; and explanations required where ex-
planatory details could hardly be appreciated by any
one unacquainted with the particular circumstances of
the case, and inexperienced in the genéral business of
diplomacy. Matters of this kind are so far out of the
general line of routine, that many things must be taken
on trust, and the only voucher required, the good cha-
racter of the officer who renders the account.

It is unnecessary to refer much in detail to the corre-
spondence which arose out of the adjustment of these ac-
counts. It was natural that Malcolm should have chafed
under the continual criticism of the Auditor-General;
but it was not less the duty of the Auditor-General to

>
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act the part of a remorseless critic. Between the two
Mr. Edmonstone sate in judgment, as the friend both of
Malcolm and Sherer, and it appears to me that he held
the scale very fairly when he wrote thus to the former:

“ Tt is very certain, as you have observed, that the civil auditor,
whatever his talents, cannot be a judge of the necessity and pro-
pricty of a large proportion of the expenditure of a mission such
as yours to Persia ; neither has he taken upon himself to judge of
those branches of expenditure which political considerations neces-
sarily unknown to him may have rendered unavoidable. I allude
principally to presents which form so large a part of the expenses
of the Mission. It is not possible to furnish him with rules of
audit applicable to such missions, because it is not possible to
convey to him the extent of political and local information re-
quisite for that purpose. But are the accounts, therefore, to go
without audit ? are they not to be subject in their details to that
species of check and investigation which is applicable to public
expenditure of every description, and which is usual under every
Government? It is his duty to point out to Government what
charges appear to him, according to the general principles which
he is enabled to apply to them, to be high or unnecessary. He is
not bound nor authorised to consider the degree of confidence to
be reposed in the integrity and discretion of the officer whose
accounts he investigates. Nor is his judgment at all to be con-
sidered as conclusive. Government is the real auditor. He only
performs the drudgery of investigating details, and presenting to
Government questions in a form to facilitate decision. In England,
I understand, the checks and investigations of accounts are far more
rigid. While a single item of public expenditure remains unad-
Jjusted, no part of the officer’s accounts are passed; and what do
you think of Lord Minto himself, on his return from Corsica,
being obliged to swear to his accounts before he was relieved from
the responsibility of his public expenditure! The Court of Di-
rectors would be little satisfied if informed that this Government
had passed the whole of your accounts without audit or inquiry,
. merely on the ground of its reliance on your integrity and dis-
cretion. In fact, such audit and inquiry imply no reflection upon
your integrity or discretion, On the other hand, the confidence
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so justly reposed in you cannot exempt Government from the
duty of forming its opinion of the necessity and moderation of
charges incurred even under all the latitude of discretion so pro-
perly allowed you, as far as it has the means of forming one.”

In this same letter Mr. Edmonstone frankly stated
that, in the opinion of Government, the general expendi-\
ture of the Mission was excessive, and that it was in-
tended to record an opinion to that effect:

* That the general scale of your expenditure,” he wrote, ¢ might
have been materially reduced without injury to the public service,
I am allowed candidly to tell you, is the opinion of Government.
It has been the duty of Government to record that opinion; but
this only involves a difference of sentiment regarding the correct-
ness and policy of the principles which governed this expenditure.
It does not impute to you an inconsiderate and careless expenditure
of the public money. Government will not refuse to admit that,
with reference to the principles themselves, you have not neglected
the obligations of attention, prudence, and discretion. But it
cannot reasonably be expected that Government should deny
itself the liberty of judging, according to the lights which it pos-
sesses, on a point so fundamental as the principles which have
regulated the conduct of its representative in the expenditure of
the public money; nor can it be supposed that Government di-
vested iteelf of this privilege, or rather duty, by declaring, and
actually feeling, an implicit confidence in your discretion, expe-
rience, and honor.”

That the expenses of the Mission were very heavy is
not to be denied. But Malcolm maintained that this,
however greatly to be deplored, was inherent in the very
nature of the service entrusted to him, and that with-
out such expenditure he could not have carried out
the objects of his mission. It is right that in this place
his explanation should be suffered to speak for itself:

¢ The number of officers attached to my Mission was one and
no ‘inconsiderable cause of additional expense; but it will be re-
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collected that when I was ordered to Persia it was expected that
I should have full employment for their services in disciplining
the infantry of that Government. Though this was not the case,
none of the officers were idle, and during the ten months that my
Mission was in Persia all those of my family who were not actually
necessary to_aid me in the immediate duties of my Mission were
detached to different parts of the country, and the maps and
memoirs I have transmitted will satisfy Government of the great
value of the object that has been attained by their labors, which
have not only afforded the most correct and ample information of
the countries between India and Persia, but added, in a very great
degree, to the knowledge we formerly had of the latter country.
The officers I employed travelled generally.as natives, and com-
paratively at a very trifling expense. The whole of the charges
(including presents) incurred by Lieutenants Christie and Pot-
tinger during a journey which commenced at Sonmeany, and
traversed by two different routes all the countries between Sindh
and Persia, bardly exceeds ten thousand rupees. The period these
officers were employed was near eight months, and they were
almost all that period separated, which had the effect of nearly
doubling their expenses.

“The chief causes of public expenditure on my late Mission
were the style in which I travelled, and the presents I gave. With
regard to both these points, I can only observe that, situated as I
was, I had no option. .Every sentiment of my mind relating to
the principles of our connexion with Persia was, as is well known
to Government, adverse to the gratification of the avarice of the
court of that country, and I had repeatedly proposed other and
more efficient means than the appearance of State and expensive
presents for establishing an impression of our power and dignity
among its inhabitanta; but circumstances which I could not con-
trol had thrown affairs into a different course, and I had no al-
ternative but that of not carrying the instructions of the Right
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, as conveyed in his
letter under date the 26th of October, into execution, or of as-
suming the style and appearance, and acting with the liberality I
did. By adopting the latter means, I was not only able to attain
the Court of Persia at an early period (a point to which the
Governor-General attached the highest importance), but to restore
to its proper estimation the depreciated rank and character of the
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Right Honorable the Governor-General of India; and this I was
directed to consider as one of the chief objects for which I was

to Persia. Had T pursued any other course than what I
did, I should have experienced obstacles that would probably have
altogether prevented the progress of my Mission; and if it had
advanced, it would have been under circumstances that would
have confirmed all those injurious and unfavorable impressions.
that had been received of the high authority by which I was
employed.

“1f the Honorable the Vice-President in Council will do me
the juatice to consider the expenses incurred on this Mission under
this view, and recollect the importance that was attached at the
moment I was deputed to the early and complete execution of my
orders, I feel confident that I shall not be denied the merit (which
I have ever labored above all others to attain) of a scrupulous
atiention to every item of public expenditure under my direction
and control ; and I trust it will be found, after an examination
into the manner in which I have diecharged this last public trust,
that I have upon this, as upon all former occasions, been as strict
an economist of the public money as it was possible to be, without

hazarding a delay or failure of the political objects I was directed
to accomplish.”

‘Whilst this correspondence was in progress, another
of a pleasanter kind was passing between Bombay and
Calcatta. Malcolm had collected a vast mass of mate-
rials for an historical and descriptive account of Persia,
and he desired to obtain the permission of the Govern-
ment for him to remain at Bombay whilst he was ar-
ranging these materials, with the view to the composition
of an elaborate work. In order to accomplish this, it
was necessary to keep a considerable staff of clerks and
copyists, and Malcolm thought that he was entitled, as
indeed he was, to such allowances as would enable him
to continue his labors without any personal sacrifice. It
may be doubted whether in these days, under similar
circumstances, the question would be viewed, either by
the local or home Government, in so liberal and en-
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lightened a spirit as that with which Lord Minto re-
garded it. Mr. Elphinstone had been for some time at
Calcutta arranging the materials of his account of the
Kingdom of Caubul; and he had received every in-
dulgence and encouragement from Government whilst
prosecuting this important work.* The same indulgence
and encouragement were now to be extended to Malcolm.
“The work on which you are engaged,” wrote Lord
Minto, “must be carried on with more facility and ad-
vantage at Bombay, where you have no other occupation,
and where you will probably still be surrounded by
gentlemen who have had a share in collecting your ma-
terials, and are conversant with the subject, than at
Mysore, where you would be charged with distinct
duties, and be deprived of the comfort and benefit of
consultation and conference with associates in the pur-
suits which are the subject of your present labors. The
value of these labors must be estimated by a very dif-
ferent measure from mine, if the temporary facilities
which we have resolved to afford them are not cheer-
fully assented to. But limited as the indulgence is, both
in time and amount, I feel strong in what I feel to be
the real strength of your case—that is to say, in con-
sulting at a moderate charge the real convenience, the
real comfort, and the justifiable taste and wishes of one
who has so long filled a part so conspicuous in a period
so eventful of our national history, and in affording you
so cheap a testimony of respect and gratitude at the close
of laborious, able, and successful services so distinguished
as yours have been from first to last.”f This appears to

® Mr. Elphinstone was allowed his ~ + Mr. Edmonstone wrote with e%nal
salary as Envoy, with house-rent and warmth of the value of Malcolm’s lite-
table-allowance, whilst his moonshees rary labors: “ You cannot but have
and writers were paid by Government. been satisfied that Government would
Lord Minto allowed this case to govern appreciate in a high your own
Malcolm’s, rs and exertions in the acquisition
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me to be a statesmanlike view of the question. At all
events, it is the way to stimulate men to great exertions.
An opposite decision might have been more in accordance
with formality and routine, and might have saved some
money to the State. But such economy begets only cold
service, and stunts what every wise ruler seeks to foster.

Lord Minto was at this time about to proceed on the
expedition to Java, whither Malcolm would cheerfully
have followed him if his services had been required. But
the Governor-General wrote that there was no call for
“gervices of his size.” “I embark,” he wrote, *early
to-morrow on board the Modeste, and cannot expect an
earlier return to India than September. If you are gone
to a better place before that period, may all good things
attend you; and the first of these, health to you and
those you love. I shall hope to have and enjoy your
friendly and neighbourly society in my yetreat, for there
are centred all my schemes of happiness. You are young,
and have years of energy before you to begin a new life,
and climb and scramble through a new world. In these,
and whatever else may be your pursuits, I shall follow
you, as long as I have eyes, with kind and friendly
wishes. Inthe mean while, you may reflect with com-
fort, and I ought to say with pride, on the old life which
you are now turning your back on, and let these re-
flections be auspicious for your new career.”

of local knowle‘(llge. and those which peculiarly interesting by the t
your zeal and j ent have excited events of modern times. Without
and directed in others. The mass of reference to political considerations,

materials which you have collected for
the History of Persia and the neigh-
bouring states, is a proof of an extra-
mspirit of diligence, ability, and
and when digested and ar-

in the manner you propose,

must form a most valuable addition to
the existing stock of information re-
garding a quarter of Asia rendered

your missions and Elphinstone’s have
certainly been productive of very im-
portant benefits in a literary point
of view, and independently of your
diplomatic services, you will both have
the credit of acquining and diffusing
knowledge which, but for your labors,
‘l::;d] robably remained for ever con-
e .”



62 AN INTERVAL OF REST.
Throughout the year 1811, in accordance with the
permission thus granted to him by the Supreme Govern-
ment, Malcolm continued to reside at. Bombay, and to
apply himself earnestly to his literary labors. It was no
small privilege, under these circumstances, during the
earlier part of the year, to enjoy the society of Sir James
Mackintosh, whose wonderful intellect and many fine
qualities he greatly appreciated. “ Mackintosh is a very
extraordinary man,” he wrote to his brother Gilbert,
“and a sincere friend of mine.” The Recorder criticised
and corrected his friend’s works, and, I believe, admired
his character more than his compositions. He said truly,
that ‘“men with great talents for active life are inferior

to themselves in their writings.”* It would have been a

* There are several assages relati
to Malcolm in Mnokfntos '8 Bomblgg
journal, published in the interesting
h{e by lﬂs son, which I think ought
to find a place in this chapter. I sub-
join the most illustrative of them:

 March 28, 1811.—Read over, with
minute criticism, Malcolm’s poem, Z'e
Persian Traveller. It has more thought
and nerve than correct and smooth
verse: it would have been highly com-
mended before the art of writing verse
became so general an attainment. But
everybody 18 now a judge of offences
against ony and mechanism, which
it retﬁn'es so little genius to avoid.

“ Malcolm has been with me two
hours, and I have told him all my cri-
ticism, which he has taken well.

“ July 15.—Abercromby, Malcolm,
and a very small party dined Lere in
the evening—the first general rather
des‘plonding
cond trust:

about Po —the se-
too much in a Wellesley
to allow such a sentiment.

“ July 28.—In correcting a manu-
seript of Malcolm’s, I observed that
a man of vigorous mind conceived
original ideas, which, if he be an un-
practised or negligent writer, he often
expresses in such a manner that they

appear to be common-place. The new
thought may be so near an old ons,
that it requires the exact impression
to distingunish them. This-is one of
the reasons why men of great talents
for active life are inferior to themselves
in their writings.

“ dugust 23.—Malcolm has intro-
duced potatoes into Persia. That be-
nefit may be remembered long after all
that is now spoken of in our ridiculous
Persian missions has fallen into de-
served oblivion. If Lord Wellesley
had accomplished the abolition of in-
fanticide, which poor Jonathan Dun-
can is 8o panegyrised for having vainly
endeavoured, his name would have been
held in everlasting remembrance. All
the negotiations and wars which appear
so splendid at present, will, in a his-
t:;y of twenty years hence, not oecupy

pages.
 August 30.~~Malcolm has written
not a bad thing at the end of Hume’s
Elizabeth, °The head cannot join the
heart ting Mary; nor can the
lﬁee:rt’ ,fo ow the head about Eliza-
I am rather surprised that a man of

so much ity and tration as
Sir Jmee”ﬁ:t' toahp?himld have
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miracle, indeed, if Malcolm, who since the age of thirteen
had seldom had any other home than a canvas tent, and
whose library was a rusty bullock«trunk, should—I will
not say thought as deeply and written as correctly as
Mackintosh, but been eminently distinguished for these
qualities at all. It s almost a miracle that, considering
in how large a sense he was a man of action, how the
necessities of the public serviee kept him continually in
motion, and how his mind was diverted and distracted by
a constant succession of new objects, he wrote as much
and as well as he did. The world has furnished few ex-
amples-of men so largely mixed up with the affairs of active
life taking so high a place among the authors of the age.
Malcolm, as I have said before, did everything in a
large way. He was a man of much discourse—discur-
sive. But unlike many examples of voluble utterance, he
was emphatically a full man. He talked much and he
wrote much, because he had much to say. His writings A
abound in information which, when it was first laid .
before the public, was novel and striking. He has sup- :
plied materials of immense value to every subsequent *
writer on Indian affairs. He dealt with facts on a large
scale, and he was conscientious in his statement of them.
He thoroughly understood what he was writing about, *
and he made himself understood by others. But he was
not an artist. His works are rather elaborate reports -
than finished compositions. The statesman rather than
the author is apparent in them. There are no tricks of
the trade discernible ; but a genuineness which speaks
out everywhere in a strong, natural voice. He could not

been so greatly at fault in his estimate what the Recorder anticipated. And
of the comparative importance which when we consider what are the tempta.
would attach, and the s tions of writers and the tastes of
assign, to the triumphs of war readers, we could hardly expect it to
victories of peace. The re. be otherwise.

it
and the
sult has been precisely the reverse of
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compress. He could not polish or refine. He had been
accustomed all his life to write, currente calamo, very
long public and private letters, and still longer official
reports; and he did not much modify his style when he
wrote for the Press. He was himself, indeed, so sensible
of his want of art, and had so little of the dignity and
tenaciousness of the craft, that he generally authorised
others to correct his style, while he exhorted them not
to meddle with his facts.

His intercourse with Mackintosh was as improving as
it was delightful; and early in the year there was an
accession to the literary circle of Bombay very appre-
ciable both by the lawyer and the soldier. At the latter
end of February a vessel arrived from Calcutta, bringing
Mountstuart Elphinstone and Henry Martyn. Malcolm
was delighted to welcome the former—to talk over old
times and present pursuits—proud to introduce so ac-
complished a man to his friend the Recorder.* Elphin-
stone in turn introduced Henry Martyn to Mackintosh
and Malcolm. The former recognised in the young

® The following is Mackintosh's barked for Panwell. He has a very
account of the meethiﬂl fine understand.ini, with the greatest

“ Feb. 26, 1811.—Malcolm brought modesty and simplicity of character.”
Elphinstone to breakfast. We had an ; See Mackintosh’s g:nu:nal in the
animated discussion about the import- Life by his son: “ Elphinstone intro-
ance of India to England. I con- duced me to a young cl

tended that it was not of any great
value. I observed that of ions
beyond sea, the first rank belonged to
those which, like North America, con-
tributed both to strength and wealth ;
the second is to those which, like the
West Indies, contributed to wealth,
alllld cmted marit{me s:\rﬁngth, though
they did not supply a military popu

tion. India certainly rat:?s b%low
them. Nobody thinks of employing
Sepoys out of India. Great as 1t looks
and sounds, it does not add so much
to the empire as New England did.
After breakfast I carried Elphinstone
to Mazagong-bunder, where he em-

named Martyn, come round from
Benﬁnl on his way to Bussorah, partly
for health and partly to improve his
Arabic, as he is translating i
tures into that 2
to be a mild and benevolent enthusiast
—a sort of character with which I am
always half in love. 'We had the no-
velty of grace before and after dinner,
all the company standing.”

Again : ““ Mr. Martyn, the saint
from Calcutta, called here. He is a
man of acuteness and learning. His
meekness is excessive, and gives a dis-
agreeable impression of effort to con-
ceal the passions of human nature.”
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devotee a man of acuteness and learning—spoke of him
a5 a benevolent enthusiast, but said that his excessive
meekness left a disagreeable feeling upon the mind. On
Malcolm, however, the young Christian hero appears to
have made a more favorable impression. Perhaps, the
habitual cheerfulness of his manner communicated itself
to the “saint from Calcutta,” for he wrote to Sir Gore
-Ouseley, that Henry Martyn, who was then on his way
to Persia, was likely to add to the hilarity of his party.
“The Rev. Mr. Martyn,” he said, ¢ one of the clergymen
of Bengal, is here on his way to the Gulf. He requested
me to give him a line to the Governor of Bushire, which
I did, as well as one to Mahomed Nebbee Khan. But I
warned him not to move from Bushire without your
previous sanction. His intention, I believe, is to go by
Shiraz, Ispahan, and Kermanshah to Baghdad, and to
endeavour on that route to discover some ancient copies
of the Gospel, which he and many other saints are per-
suaded lie hid in the mountains of Persia. Mr. Martyn
also expects to improve himself as an Oriental scholar.
He is already an excellent one. His knowledge of Arabic
is superior to that of any Englishman in India. He is
altogether a very learned and cheerful man, but a great
enthusiast in his holy calling. He has, however, assured
me, and begged I would mention it to you, that he has
no thought of preaching to the Persians, or of entering
into any theological controversies; but means to confine
himself to two objects—a research after old Gospels, and
the endeavour to qualify himself for giving a correct
version of the Scriptures into Arabic and Persian, on the
plan proposed by the Bible Society. I have not hesi-
tated to tell him that I thought you would require that
he should act with great caution, and not allow his
zeal to run away with him. He declares he will not,
VOL. II. F
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and he is a man of that character that I must believe. I
am satisfied that if you ever see him, you will be pleased
with him. He will give you grace before and afetr
dinner, and admonish such of your party as take the
Lord’s name in vain; but his good sense and great learn-
ing will delight you, whilst his constant cheerfulness will

add to the hilarity of your party.” '

Elphinstone was at this time on his way to Poonah,
where he persuaded Malcolm to visit him. Early in
May the latter started in excellent health and spirits,
riding some part of the distance on his favorite horse
“ Wahabee.” Elphinstone, and two other officers, came
out to meet him, and they all rode together into Poonah,
“ pretty smartly,” as Malcolm wrote to his wife, adding,
that ¢ he felt about as much fatigued as if he had played
two rubbers of billiards.” In Mountstuart Elphinstone
he found a friend as fond of sport as himself; and the ei-
devant Envoys to the Courts of Persia and Caubul, with
the gentlemen of the Poonah Residency, and one or two
friends, were soon to be seen, spears in rest, in hot pur-
suit of wild hogs. ¢ The sun is rather hot,” he wrote,
“but there is a refreshing breeze, and the hopes of a
boar makes a man forget climate.” *Not much luck,”
he said, on another day, “ but hard riding, and no less
than seven falls. I did not come off, though very near
it” He had been poring for some months over his
papers, and recreation was as delightful to him as to any
boy broken loose from school.

But in spite of the hospitable entreaties of the Resi-
dent, who hoped that Mrs, Malcolm and the children
might be brought up to Poonah, Malcolm returned to
Bombay and his work. He could not afford to be long
idle. It does not seem that during his visit to the
Mabhratta capital he and Elphinstone had talked much
about their literary prospects, or settled between them
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the contents of their respective works, for I find the
- latter writing in October :

“1 am very sorry for Sir James’s going so soon. To have such
a man in one’s neighbourhood is an advantage which cannot be
expected soon to return. I am beginning again to think about
publishing my Afghan affairs;* and I shall write in a day or two
to Lord Minto, acquainting him with my intention. Before I do
so, I should like to know your plan as precisely as your own
present knowledge of it admits of your telling. If you allot
separate parts of your book to the Afghans, the Beloochees, and the
Uzbeks, I think it likely that, between yours and mine, the world
will get as much information about those nations as it cares to
possess; but if you find Persia so extensive a subject as to leave
you no room for anything but a mere summary statemenat of its
neighbours—with no more particulars about them than are neces-
sary to distinguish them from each other, and from the Persians—
I must put my shoulder to the wheel, and fill up the blank between
Persia and India. When I consider the extent, antiquity, and
importance of Persia; its ancient religion, laws, and history; its
present revenue, army, statistics, customs, and character as a
nation; its language and literature; its different sects of religion
and philosophy; and the various and interesting tribes by which
it is inhabited, I am apt to think you will have both your hands
and your volumes too full to be able to take in anything more.
At all events, it is necessary that I should know with some pre-
cision what you intend to do, or I shall spoil your work and waste
my trouble (and no small trouble it is writing quires of paper, let
alone writing for the public), while I might be hunting, hawking,
reading, and doing the Ausnut with much more profit both to
myself and the public, even if I did not take in hand the account
of India, which you so fully convinced me was required.”

The result of these literary consultations, it need hardly
be stated, was that Malcolm confined himself to an ac-

* FElphinstone, although he had been ment, had not determined to la 1t
for some time employed at Calcutta in before the pablic until exh

dxm arranging information do so by James Mackintosh at
by his stslon, and putting Bombay.
it in a fit state for the use of ern-

F 2
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count, historical and descriptive, of Persia; that Pottinger
undertook to illustrate the countries known as Sindh,
Beloochistan, and Seistan; and that the kingdom of

i Caubul, or what is now more generally known as Af-
- ghanistan, fell, in this literary division, to the share of
. Mountstuart Elphinstone.

But there were other literary pursuits than these, of a
less delightful and less tranquillising kind, to occupy
Malcolm’s thoughts during this residence at Bombay.
The disturbances in the Madras army had evoked much
discussion at home. Papers had been called for, and
published ; and Malcolm, conceiving himself to be, as he
undoubtedly was, wronged by the recorded observations
of the .Madras Government, drew up, as has been men-
tioned in a previous chapter, a full statement of his case.*®
It was written towards the close of this year. Malcolm
had originally intended to embark for England in No-
vember or December; but some circumstances of a
domestic nature disconcerted this arrangement, and his
departure was fixed for the 20th of January. In the
mean while Sir James Mackintosh started on his home-
ward voyage, and Malcolm consigned to his charge the
manuscript of his pamphlet. “I send yonu my work on
Madras affairs by Sir James Mackintosh,” he wrote to
his brother Gilbert. “I do not wish its publication to
be delayed. You and Sir James will exercise your
judgment with respect to any corrections or alterations,
in the full assurance of my complete approbation and
warm thanks.” “I have many and cogent reasons,” he
added, * for desiring the work should be published before
I reach England. I wish to escape the advice of good
and well-meaning friends, which I could not follow. I
have taken my line, and shall pursue it with a firmness

® Ante, vol. i. chap. xvi,
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worthy of my object—truth. I do not pretend to
despise worldly consideration; but I must attain any
advancement I ever reach by fair and open means; and if
Ido not, I despise that fortune which is the reward of art,
falsehood, flattery, and deceit, or even purchased by the
suppression of honest sentiments or useful information.”

The pamphlet was sent home; and, as Malcolm had
predicted, some of his best friends, including General
Campbell (his father-in-law), Barry Close, and Mark
‘Wilks, were anxious to suppress it. Reference, however,
was made to Sir James Mackintosh, who said that the
remonstrances of friends were “ precisely what Malcolm
had foreseen, and what made him solicitous that the book
should be published before his arrival.” ‘ Besides,” added
Mackintosh, “ if Malcolm were in England, notwith-
standing all that has been said about the injury he may
do himself, I would still recommend him to publish; for
the good opinion of the public is of more importance to
him than the favor of the Court of Directors.”

Malcolm followed his pamphlet very speedily to
England. At the end of January he embarked with | -
his family on board the Dromedary store-ship, full of
great schemes for his future advancement. He had al-
ready begun to think of returning to India as Governor
of Bombay. He had often talked of retiring altogether
from public life, and settling in England as a farmer and
a breeder of horses. There were times, perhaps, when
the charms of retirement were very attractive in his eyes;
but I suspect that it was but a momentary attraction.
At the age of forty-two, few men who are worth anything
will patiently submit to be shelved. He was still fifteen
years off from the Bombay Government; but the interval
was destined to evolve a career of distinguished military
and administrative service, which even more than any-
thing he had yet done entitled him to the reward.
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The voyage home was not distinguished by any notice-
able incidents with which I am acquainted, save one of a
very painful character. At St. Helena, Malcolm was met
by intelligence of the death of his venerable mother.
She sank to rest at Burnfoot on the 9th of November,
1811. It was not an event out of the ordinary course ;
but Malcolm did not, on that account, feel the blow less
keenly. A man who has been many years absent from
home can anticipate no greater pleasure than that of in-
troducing his wife and children to a beloved parent, who
is longing to welcome them with the outstretched arms
of eager affection. Three years before, Malcolm had
written to his wife, “ What a woman is my dear mother!
The nearest wish to my heart is that she should live to
embrace you, and to clasp her grandchild, little Margaret,
to her heart. John would look on satisfied with being
third on the list for a maternal embrace. With what
joy do I look forward to that happy day. But when
will it come ?”* It was never to come. All these fond
hopes were shattered in a moment by the sad tidings
which reached him at St. Helena. It was a bitter dis-
appointment. Such hopes and such disappointments
are but the common lot of the Indian exile. It is the
penalty he pays for turning his back on his native
land.

He reached home in the course of July; and soon
afterwards took a country-house (Claramont) near Ches-
hunt, in Hertfordshire. There he located his family, and
then began to think of visiting his friends. He had
every reason to be satisfied with his reception by men in
authority. In the summer of this year, the murder of
Mr. Percival had been followed by extensive changes in
the Ministry. Lord Wellesley, who had been Foreign

* Vol. i. page 430.
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Secretary, narrowly escaped being Prime Minister ; but
the Cabinet which he was commissioned to construct
never became a fact; and in the Ministry formed by
Lord Liverpool he had no place. In Mr. Percival’s
Administration, Lord Melville had been President of the
Board of Control ; but in the new Government, Malcolm'’s
old friend, Lord Hobart, now the Earl of Buckingham-
shire, held that office. As respected Indian affairs, it
was a very important juncture, for the existing Charter
of the East India Company was then in the last year of
its existence. Extensive changes were contemplated,
and the opinions of all experienced men who had served
in India were eagerly sought and recorded. Both on
public and on private grounds, therefore, Lord Bucking-
hamshire was anxious to see and converse with Malcolm.
Parliament was up; a dissolution was impending. Mi-
nisters were, for the most part, at their country-seats.
So the President of the India Board invited Malcolm to
visit him at Nocton, in Lincolnshire. It was little out
of the road to Scotland—to Burnfoot—whither he was
eager to proceed ; so he accepted the invitation, and on
the 15th of September started on his journey.

He was received with great kindness and cordiality
by Lord and Lady Buckinghamshire; and Lady Sarah
Hobart, whom Malcolm had played with, when an mte-
resting child, fifteen years before, now “a
young woman,” greeted him delightedly as an old friend.
Mr. Henry Ellis had been invited to meet him, and there
was much talk, we may be sure, about India and Persia,
and old times. In such animated conversation—in shoot-
ing, riding, attending the Lincoln races, dancing at the
race-ball, and lionising the cathedral and Old Tom—a
week was pleasantly spent; and then Malcolm pushed
on for the North. He reached Doncaster in the midst
of the bustle and excitement of the race-week, and drew
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a lively picture of the scene in his letters to his wife.
He wrote that he had “ made acquaintances of all kinds,
from his Grace the Duke of Leeds to Buckle the jockey;”
and we may be sure that he had something to tell them
all, about the breed of Arab horses and the possibility
of improving our own equine stock.

On the 26th, he reached Langholm, a quiet country
town, three miles from Burnfoot; and here I shall do
well to let him speak for himself':

September 26th.—Arrived at Langholm at four, and got out of
the chaise at July Murray’s, the person by whom I was brought up.
The excellent woman was in raptures. Our meeting was disturbed
by Mrs. Beattie, the keeper of the inn (an old acquaintance), who
had taken her glass, and came to drag me away from July, who,
she said, kept the dryest house in Langholm. This old woman,
who earnestly recommended me some whisky, talked a great deal.
She was particularly fluent about my family. She heard, she
said, I had married a fop hizzie! which, according to her phrase-
ology, was no small compliment to my wife. I proceeded to
Burnfoot. I had been greatly struck with the beauty of the
country from the moment I came on the banks of the Esk, oppo-
sitc Netherby, all the way to Langholm; but the first burst of
Burnfoot surprised me still more (it is greatly improved by the
growth of the woods), and appeared fully to justify the feelings I
have indulged through life regarding the charms of the spot of
my nativity. I received that welcome from its inhabitants that I
expected ; and I only regretted that my joy was not shared by
you. The old domestics soon came round me. I saw the fourth
generation of the Eastons, and four men-servants upwards of
seventy years of age. All was happiness and delight; shaded a
little by the reflection (which all our conversation brought to our
minds) that those to whose care and protection we owed all our
success were no more.

27th.—A rainy day, and did not go to church; but talked
away the morning. Saw Mina's cottage, which is beautiful;
ﬁtt?d up with great taste, and contains a number of very valuable
curiosities.

J—
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28th. — Went to Kinmond, twenty miles off, and saw Mrs.
Scott, the mother of Mrs. Johnstone, Mrs. Richardson, and seversl
other friends.
30th.—Went to visit all, high and low, that had known me
asa child; visited the graves of my parents, and heard the noblest
prise of them from the aged, the infirm, and the poor, that they
bad aided and supported, and to whom the aid and support of
the family is still given. I could not have believed, had I not
witnessed it, what small means well directed could effect; but in
arange of seven or eight miles I have heard blessings implored
by almost hundreds upon the name I bear, not for accidental
charity or temporary relief, but for families borne through distress,
for the blind and the lame supported; children educated and
raised, some to comfort and others to affluence. This good work
was begun nearly a century ago by my grandfather and grand-
mother; it was continued, to the full extent of their power, by my
parents; and my brothers and sisters are all blessed with the same
dsposwon but my eldest sister, Agnes, who in cheerful goodness,
superior sense, and active benevolence, yields to none of her an-
cestors, is the guide to us all in this path. She knows the wants
and the characters of all, and supplies accordingly. She never
gives more than is actually neceseary, that none may want that
can be aided, and her attention and advice are often of more use
than money. I was this day visiting an old lady of ninety-three,
who has ocutlived her fortune and all her friends but those at
Burnfoot. Her inquiries about you were most earnest. I love
her,” said she, “for her name, which was that of your grandmother.
Is her Christian name Agnes?” “No,” said I, it is Charlotte.”
“I wish to God it had been Agnes,” eaid old Mrs. Scott; “but
she is a Campbell, and that will do.” 1 need hardly add my
grandmother was called Agnes.*

From Burnfoot, Malcolm proceeded to Edinburgh and
other places, visiting old and new friends, and some of

’Inasnbsequent letter, Malcolm On observing to him that there had
gives ﬂle followmg little anecdote, mg but that I hoped

good to be omitted: “I he stlll fonndltagoodhouse to live in,
hsottommtmto oun the speech of * Faith,’ said he, it's mair than that—
an old servant at Burnfoot (Andrew it’s the best house to die in of &’ Scot-
Nicoll), which I thought admirable, land.’”
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his wife's relatives. In the grounds of Dalkeith Castle
he met Walter Scott.®* “I agreed,” he wrote on the
10th of October, “to drive him home; and we have
been together till now (twelve o'clock on the 11th). A
volume would not contain what has passed between us.
I am delighted with him, and he says that his feelings
are not opposed to mine.” His face was now turned
towards the South—towards home. After exploring
Melrose and visiting Minto, where he was delighted
with all he saw of the good old lady, the wife of his
friend the Governor-General, of whom he had heard so
much, Malcolm spent a day or two at Burnfoot, and
then prosecuted his homeward journey. Taking the
western route, he paid a short visit to his brother Gil-
bert, who had obtained, through the instrumentality of
Lord Wellesley, the living of Todenham, near Moreton-
on-the-Marsh, and reached home in the course of October.

On his return to the neighbourhood of the metropolis,
after his pleasant country tour, the first subject which
engaged his attention was the controversy respecting the
mutiny of the Madras army. The pamphlet which he
had sent home from Bombay had, according to his in-

® Bcott has given the following ac- manner of episodes about Iskendiar,
count of this mee in a letter to Roostum, and Johnnie Armstrong. Do
Mr. Morritt, publis in Lockhart’s i:n know, that poem of Ferdusi’s must
Life of the : “I am delighted beautiful, read me some very
with your Cumberland admirer, and splendid extracts, which he had him-
ﬁ;ve him credit for his visit to the vin- self translated. Should you meet him

cator of Homer ; but you missed one in London, I have given iun in
of another description, who passed to be acquainted with you, for I am
Rokeby with Lﬁat regret—I mean Ge-  sure you will like each other. To be
neral John Malcolm, the Persian En- sure,” I know him little—but I like
voy, the Delhi Resident, the poet, the his frankness and his sound ideas of
wanderer, the polite man, and the morality and policy.” Mr. Lockhart
Borderer, He is really a fine fellow. adds & note respecting Burnfoot, in
I met him at Dalkeith, and we re- which he says %mhn’s grand-
her. He has just left me, father “found refuge there after for-

after drinking coffee. A fine time we feiting a good estate and a baronetcy,”
had of it, _f’i‘rno! town, and —cmgot of which I need hardly say
Babel, and Persepolis, and the Maloolm family are profoundly

Langholm, and Burnfoot; with all ignorant!
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structions, been published just before his arrival in Eng-
land. To this pamphlet the friends of Sir George Barlow
had thought it expedient to reply; and the reply had
appeared whilst Malcolm was travelling in the North.
He opened it with some anxiety ; but read it with little
uneasiness, and no anger. He was not a man to cherish
any animosities. He had long ago forgiven all whom
he conceived to have injured him throughout these pain-
ful discussions on the Coast. And how generous an
opponent he was may be gathered from the following
letter, which he addressed to Mr. John Murray, on the
subgect of Mr. Buchan’s pamphlet :*

COLONEL MALCOLM TO MR. JOHN MURRAY.

Nov.[ ], 1818.

Dgear Sir,—I have bought and read the reply to my pamphlet,
and am happy to say it can require no answer. It is written by a
gentleman ; and if a relation of Sir George is the author, I respect
the feelings that have produced this work. He is throughout as
civil to me as he could be consistent with his cause. There is
only one part that I felt angry at—an invidious and unfair com-
parison is made between my conduct at Masulipatam and that of
General Close at Hyderabad; and in this case it is probable the
unfairness proceeds from the writer being uninformed of the
radical difference of our situations. I was sent to conciliate ;
General Cloge to command obedience. To me no orders whatever
were given; to General Close the most positive. I had to act
agreeably to my discretion; he had no latitude given him at all.
But this subject does not require an answer; and as to all the rest,
it is mere difference of opinion, and argument has been exhausted
on the sabject.

The impression this work desires to make of Sir G. Barlow’s
public services will, I sincerely hope, have an effect in producing
liberal sentiments in the minds of the Directors whenever the

% The hiet was published ano- it was written by Mr. Buchan, who
nymal%h: attributed it to hadbeenChwaecretaryutMadm
some of 8ir @. Barlow—but
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question of his reward is agitated. No man has ever served them
with purer principles of honor, nor of more active industry; and
however opinions may differ of his proceedings at Madras, of his

former life there can be but one sentiment.
Yours faithfully,
JorN MaLcoLMm.

It was at the close of this year that Malcolm first bore
the titular name by which he is known in the history
and literature of his country. He had applied to the
Crown for permission to wear the insignia of the order
of the Lion and the Sun; and the Prince-Regent, in
awarding this permission, signified his intention to confer
the honor of knighthood upon the wearer in the name of
the Sovereign of England.* In these days the honors of
the Bath would have been granted to him. But in 1812
neither military nor diplomatic services, whatever their
merit or their value, could obtain this distinction for a
Company’s officer. The time had not then arrived for
his admission into the pale of English chivalry. He was
still a reprobate and an outcast.

It was something to be called * Sir John;” but he was
a mere civil knight. He had not been decorated as a
soldier. Ever since he had begun to think at all about
the service to which he belonged, he had lamented and

* The following is the announce-
ment in the Gazetle:
“ Whstehall, Dec. 15, 1812.—His

Royal Highness the Prinoe-Reﬁent
hat{l been pleased, in the name and on

insignia of the Royal Persian Order
of Ee Lion and Sun, conferred upon
guabed tevinony of B royal segar
guis imony o 10

and esteem. Anyd also toycommand,

the behalf of his Majesty, to give and
grant unto John Malcolm, Esq., a Lieun-
tenant-Colonel in the service of the
East India Company, and late Envoy
and Plenipotentiary from the Supreme
Government in India to the Court of
Persia, hig Majesty’s royal license and

rmission, that, in compliance with
he desire of his Majesty the King of
Persia, he may accept and wear the

that the said royal concession and de-
claration be registered, tog:thcr with
the relative documents, in the College
of Arms. And, as a further mark of
his Majesty’s royal favor, his Ro,

Highness the Prince-Regent was thi
dag ‘&!eased, in the name and on the
be of his Ma.{'lest , to confer the
honor of K 'htoogn n the said
Lieutenant-Colonel John Malcolm.”
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condemned the unjust system of exclusiveness which
had debarred the officers of the Indian army from parti-
cipation in the honors and rewards bestowed upon their
more fortunate brethren of the King’s service. The
opinions which he had entertained and expressed nearly
twenty years before had been little mitigated by the
progress of time and the mutation of circumstance; for in
many of the most essential features of the service there
had been little real change for the better. Great hopes
had been entertained, but they had been disappointed ;
and now, in 1813, Malcolm found himself sitting at his
desk, discoursing, as in 1794, for the information of the
President of the Board of Control, on the grievances of
the Company's army. A long and elaborate paper of
“Notes,” written at Claramont in the summer of this
year for his friend Lord Buckinghamshire, contains a
free statement of his opinions, with the following brief
summary of which he concludes his memorandum :

“T shall conclude this paper, which is longer than I intended,
by a brief notice of the principles of those changes I have recom-
mended. First,—That of directing the view of the officers of the
Indian army yet more than we have done to England, and of
elevating the Company’s service, by obtaining for such of that
service as may merit it a fair participation in the fuvor of the
Crown, and a full admission of their pretensions to the highest
offices (particularly in India), on the ground that granting to them
such consideration is not more necessary to benefit it, by giving
it the advantage of all the talent that is reared and matured in its
service, than it is to infuse ambition and high principles of military
feeling into an army which is now upon a scale that demands the
action of such motives to prescrve it in a state of discipline and
attachment.

« Secondly,—That a reform should be made in the system, which
wonld, by an increase of the number of the genior ranks and a
diminution of the lower, render (without additional charge to the
State) promotion more active, and by that operation preserve the
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minds of the large mass of the Indian army from a total despair
of ever returning to England with the means of living in that
country.

¢ Thirdly,—That an improvement should be made in the situa-
tion of the officers in the actual command of Native corps, and that
employment on the Staff in India should be so settled as to secure
the appointment of efficient officers, and prevent, as much as pos-
sible, the operation of favor in the distribution of such patronage.

% And lastly,—As it is most desirable that the King’s and Com-
pany’s service should be more approximated, in order that those
irritating feelings of jealousy which have hitherto subsisted should
be done away; and, as it is an essential principle that even the
Native army of India should (as far as relates to the European
officers) be as little local as is possible consistent with the pre-
gervation of its efficiency, it is recommended, not only that
officers of the Company's service should, after attaining a certain
rank (that of Colonel or Major-General), be eligible to be cm-
ployed anywhere his Majesty chooses, but that a plan of limited
exchange between the two services should be adopted. These
reforms of the system would establish points of union that would
harmonise the whole without disturbing those distinct regulations
which local circumstances require for the different branches of our
army in India. Some may object to the latter suggestion of
Limited exchange, from conceiving that if it was adopted it would
soon lead to the subversion of all the principles upon which the
constitution of our Native army now rests. But before this argu-
ment is admitted we must suppose the administration of the country
resolved, for the object of patronage, to hazard the loss of India;
and, if such was their intention, is it not evident that we should
have the same guards (settled rules and public opinions) to defend
these new regulations as we have to preserve the other parts of
the system ?”

These opinions Malcolm took care to enforce, publicly
and privately, on every occasion when his advocacy was
likely to be attended with any benefit to the cause.
Parliamentary Committees were then sitting for the ex-
amination of witnesses relative to the affairs of the East
India Company, and there were few upon whose opi-
nions, concerning the military and political relations of
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that great body, so much stress was laid as upon Mal-
colm’s. Nor were these the only subjects upon which
the Committees thought fit to examine him. He was
called up on the 5th of April, 1813, before the Commons,
and questioned on a great variety of topics.* With respect
to the free admission of Europeans into India, he said :

T think of all the powers which are vested in the Local Go-
vernment, there is none more esential to its existence in full
vigor and force, than that which enables them to restrain the local
residence of every individual European to particular parts of the
empire. If British subjects were allowed to go in the manner
described to India, the effects would be various, agreeably to the
places to which they went. If to the Presidencies where British
courts of law are established, there would be no other danger, I
conceive, resalting from them, but what might arise from their
great numbers, and the changes in the condition of the society,
snd eventually and gradually of the Government, from that circum-
stance; but if they went to any ports where there was no esta-
blished authority to control them, and if they proceeded into the
interior of the country, there would no doubt be much mischief
ansing from those quarrels which must inevitably ensue with the
natives, which mischief would vary from a hundred local causes
connected with the character of the natives of the places to which
they resorted.”

Many questions bearing on this subject were put to
him by Mr. Adam, the Company’s counsel, and he sup-
ported by a succession of arguments the opinion he had
originally expressed. The next subject on which Sir
John Malcolm was examined was the probability of the
natives of India becoming large consumers of European

* 1 find the following entry relative the silk being clouded. He is to give
to Malcolm’s examination in 8ir James strong testimony in favor of the Com-
Mackintosh’s diary: “ Malcolm is the m’s favorite argument, that a free
next witness to be examined. I met e will lead to an influx of Euro-
him yesterday at the Regent’s Levee, peans, which will produce insult and
where he made a conspicuous figurein oppression to the natives, and at last
the insignia of the Order of the Lion dnve them into rebellion, glnch must
and Sun, with a green riband, distin- terminate in our expulsion.
guished from that of the Thistle by
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goods. “If by the general population of India,” he said,
¢ is meant (which I suppose it is) the great mass, there
is no doubt they are not likely to become customers for
European articles, because they do not possess the means
to purchase them, even if, from their present simple habits
of life and attire, they required them.” Having gone con-
siderably into detail on this point of inquiry, he was asked
whether the Company had endeavoured to push the sale
of European commodities in Persia. The following are
the questions, and the answers which Malcolm returned :

Have you any access to know, from the situations you have
been in in Persia, whether the Company have taken every means
in their power to push the sale of European commodities in that
quarter of the East; and if you have, state what the effect of those
efforts has been?—When I went on my first mission to Persia,
in 1800, I was directed by the Supreme Government of India to
attend to any instructions I might receive from the Government
of Bombay, and that Government furnished me with every infor-
mation upon the former trade with Persia, and earnestly desired
my attention to the object of finding a mart for any European
goods, but particularly woollens; and I had an opportunity of
knowing, that so eager was their desire at that period to promote
the sale of woollens in that quarter, that their agent at Bushire had
been allowed to sell them at a rate, and upon a credit, the result
of which was a very considerable loss to Government. I made
every inquiry that was possible; and in concluding the commer-
cial treaty, obtained some diminution of the duties, but do not
believe there was any increased sale. The north-western part of
Persia, in which the Court resides, is partly supplied with woollens
and other European articles from Astracan, by the Caspian Sea,
and even British woollens are imported by that quarter.

Was every means taken by you, agreeably to your instructions,
to promote the sale of British commodities, in Persia, of every
description?—I took every means within my power to promote &
general intercourse between the two countries, and to give every
facility to thesale of every article both European and Indian; and
I had the satisfaction of believing, that by my endeavours the
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trade of indigo, which had before chiefly gone through Caubul to
Persia, was turned to the port of Calcutta. .

Have you found it practicable to promote the sale of English
and European commodities there?—I had no means of promoting
the sale further than by establishing that intercourse which ren-
dered the communication more amicable and easy; the trade was
perfectly open to Bushire, and being carried on chiefly by Persian
merchants themselves, who had resort to every port in India, I
can have no doubt they carried every article to their own country
that would produce them profit; but the consumption of Euro-
pean articles in Persia, with the single exception of woollens, is,
I believe, very trifling, chiefly on account of the general poverty
of the mass of the community, and also from their own country
farnishing all such articles as are necessary for their habits of life.

The tendency of these questions, put by the Com-
pany’s counsel, was to establish that it was neither neces-
sary nor expedient to open the trade to India and the
Gulf. The committee, in taking up the examination,
which was resumed on the 7th of April, ranged over a
much wider expanse: the feelings of the natives gene-
rally, the discord between the Hindoos and Mahom-
medans, the population of the large towns, the state of
the Indian army, the effects of reducing or increasing the
number of the Company’s European troops, and the in-
vidious distinctions between the King's and the Com-
pany’s service. On this last subject he gave his evidence
as on one which for years had been pondered by him
with much anxious thought, and perhaps some bitterness
of spirit :

Did not Lord Cornwallis in 1794 recommend to his Majesty’s
ministers a plan for new modelling the army in India?—He did,
in a letter to the President of the Board of Control.

Was not one of the principal objects of the plan to prevent the
continuance or revival of those discontents and jealousies which
had 50 often manifested themselves between the King’s and Com-

VOL. II. G
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pany's troops, as well as between the servants belonging to the
different Presidencies?—It was; I believe his Lordship, as far as
my memory serves, stated as much in the very words of the
question.

Did not Lord Cornwallis deem it essential that the new regula-
‘tions should be calculated to inspire hopes of promotion and
public distinction, which his Lordship conceived would operate
beyond all other incitements in calling forth the exertions of mili-
tary men ?—His Lordship stated those to be his sentiments, in his
despatch, at least as far as my memory serves.

Did the regulations which were framed in 1796 extend their
benefits equally to the three Presidencies?—They did not, I recol-
lect particularly, because I was military secretary to Sir Alured
Clarke, who at the period of their introduction was Commander-
in-Chief at Fort St. George; and I remember that officer writing
a minute, in which he pointed out this distinction in the strongest
manner, and predicted that the most evil consequences would
result from it with respect to the feelings of the army of that
settlement.

Has not a preference been shown to the officers of his Ma-
Jjesty’s service in India, in the distribution of military commands?
—1 have often heard such a preference complained of, but cannot
charge my memory with any precise facts that would enable me
to give an opinion at this moment upon its justice; but I know it
was considered at various periods as a grievance among the officers
of the Company’s army.

Is not the rank of the Company'’s officers confined to that of
major-general 7—1It is.

Has any Company’s officer, since the regulations of 1796, been
specially appointed Commander-in-Chief at any of the Presidencies
in India?—1I believe not one.

Has any mark of honor or public distinction been bestowed by
the Crown on any officer of the Company’s army, for military
services?—I have no recollection of any such mark or distinction
within thirty years, except one : the dignity of baronet was
granted to Sir John Brathwaite, when he was superseded by a
Jjunior officer of his Majesty’s service in India from the command
of the army of Fort St. George, to which he had been provision-

ally appointed.
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What, in your opinion, has been the general effect produced
upon the minds of the Company’s officers by their exclusion from
the higher stations in India, and from those marks of honor and
public disinetion, which are usually the rewards of eminent miki-
tary services?—I believe such exclusion has, beyond all other
causes, tended to damp that ardor and high military feeling, which
are always essential to the character of an officer, but, above all
others, of officers so situated as those in the Company’s service are
in India; I believe that it has diminished the ambition, and almost
extmguished the hope, with regard to military fame and rank, in
all clasees of that service; that they have in consequence sunk in
their own estimation, as well es in that of the troops under their com-
mand, and of the inhabitants of the country in which they serve.
I am also satisfied that this cause alone is competent to defeat all
the benefits that were intended by the regulations of 1796, which
proposed a fair equality between the two services.

Do you think that the character and credit of his Majesty’s
forces in India stand in the estimation of the native powers in as
high & degree of respect as those of any part of the Company’s
troope ?—I do certainly think that it does; and my snswer to the
last question was meant to convey, that the operation of the
system established was calculated to raise it still higher, not upon
its own merits (which, God knows, are as high as possible), but
upon the depression of the other service. I neglected to answer
one part of the question connected with the European troops,
which was, that I was convinced the feelings cherished by the Com-
pany’s officers were for a system that would produce emulation
with his Majesty’s troops, not jealousy; and that if they felt the loss
of Europeans, it was because they had lost, among other things, the
power and opportunity of competing for honest fame, in the front
of the battle and in the breach, with his Majesty’s officers serving in
Indis, from which they are in some degree excluded, as European
troops are in general employed upon services of the greatest glory
and danger. It seems impossible but that officers with that ad-
vantage which the circumstance of their commanding Europeans
gives them, must feel a superiority, and the other service must
feel a consequent depression. I wish to say in explanation, that
all the officers in his Majesty’s service, who have since 1796 held
stations of principal command in India, are persons for whom I

G2
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have the highest respect, and with all of whom I am personally
acquainted. I feel bound to many of those officers by ties of gra-
titude and friendship; and I believe there never was a series of
officers selected which did more honor to those by whom they
were nominated; but it is a much easier task to show their high
merits than to calculate the evil effects upon a whole service, by
an exclusion which banishes all hope from their breasts of ever
attaining the highest ranks in the service of their country.

. When Sir John Malcolm, being asked whether since
1796 any Company’s officer had been appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief of any of the Presidencies, answered, “ I
believe not one,” he might have said, “ Certainly not
one.” It was reserved for the year 1856 to sec such an
appointment.*

But although Malcolm, at this time, took as much
interest in public affairs as at any other, and took part in
them as much as an officer on furlough could ; although
he visited his friends, saw all he could, both of men and
things, and laid up good store of information to be of
use to him in after days, he found much time for quiet
study. He devoted himself at intervals with great assiduity
to the preparation of his History of Persia for the press,
often taking counsel with his brother Gilbert, from whose
scholarly taste his work derived considerable benefit.
His “Political History of India” had been favorably re-
ceived ; but he felt assured that his History of Persia
would establish for him a much higher reputation as an
author.

He was often called upon, during his residence in Eng-
land, to give letters of introduction, and some times of

* At page 32, vol. i, thereisanote pointed a Commander-in-Chief. The
on this subject with reference to Mal- appointment of General Patrick Grant
colm’s opinions in 1794. It to the chief command of the Madras
is there stated, but with particular re- army took place six months later. It
ference to the time at which the sheet took just sixty ﬁem to give practical

was &nnted, the summer of 1855, that expression to s opinions as
no Company’s officer had been ap- conveyed in that note.
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advice to young men proceeding to India for the first
time. These last were always distinguished by as much
good feeling as good sense. From one addressed to a
relative, I take the following admirable passages, every
word of which may be studied with advantage by the

young soldier for whatever part of the world he may be
bound :

“You are now fairly started, and the sooner you learn ¢ that to
be independent is to be respectable, the better. You must lean on
no one; and as you have no money except your pay, you have a
reason for not spending more, that must not only satisfy but please
every sensible and honest man, and as to the fools and the unprin-
cipled, you will lose all my esteem if you have not courage enough
to despise their opinions. Many have an erroneous idea that an
officer may be an idle fellow, and some conceive superior know-
ledge is thrown away in the army; while the universal cant is
that interest and money effect everything; and Indolence ex-
claims, ¢ Why should not I indulge, since neither merit nor exer-
tion will ever forward my advancement ? I trust, my dear Gilbert,
you will never entertain such sentiments. An officer who desires
distinction (and he must have a mean, wretched soul who does
not) must be alike active in body and mind. He must devote
every moment he can spare from duty to the improvement of his
education, in the conyiction that increased knowledge, if it should
not even promote his advancement, must promote his happiness.
He should join his companions in every manly exercise and
every moderate enjoyment, but shun vicious indulgence and in-
temperance of every kind, as the bane of all his hopes and the ruin
of all those expectations which his friends had formed. To enable
him to do this, I know of nothing more essential than that his
heart should always have a home. Cherish your love for your sur-
viving parent, for those who brought you up, for them who will
exult in your future good reputation, and whose hearts will bleed
for your errors or misconduct. Habituate yourself to have such
feelings always in your mind—they will enable you to withstand
temptation, they will impart a fortitude that will overcome diffi-
culties, and they will animate you in the hour of danger. Com
mence your career with a resolution to be a soldier, and give your
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mind (if the impression is not already made) the conviction that
there is no profession more virtuous, more elevated, or more
glorious than that into which you have entered. As a defender
of your country you should feel an importance that will raise you
above the motives of those who deem the army a livelihood, and
continue in it merely because they can discover no better means
of supporting themselves. Such men never can be enthusiasts,
and without real enthusiasm a person in your situation never can
rise. If I could conceive that you ever would sink into one of
those jog-trot animals, I should regret that I had not tried to place
you behind a counter as a man-milliner. Do not mistake me about
enthusiasm—I mean no light vaporing quality, such as unsteady
characters often possess, whose efforts are born one moment and
die the next; but that noble resolution of the mind which no
lIabor or danger daunts in the pursuit of its object, which fixes
the subaltern for years to studies that are to enable him to excel
when he is & field-officer, which leads him to inure himself to
privations in the time of plenty that he may not heed them where
they are unavoidable, and makes him court every kind of service
that can increase his chance of notice and distinction.”

But whilst Malcolm was thus doing his best to contri-
bute to the benefit of the profession to which he be-
longed, by elevating the character both of the service
itself and its individual members; whilst he was writing
books for the larger outside public, mixing freely with
men and yet enjoying to the full the privileges of
domestic life, time wore on, his family increased, his
fortune diminished, and he became increasingly anxious
about the future. He was not an extravagant, but he
Wwas a generous man; and it takes many years to teach
one who has lived all his adult life in India how to turn
a moderate income to good account. Less than half a
century before the period which this narrative has now
reached, a man who had enjoyed a tithe of Malcolm’s
opportunities of growing rich would have returned to
England with a prodigious fortune, and swaggered about
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as a yellow nabob. But Malcolm’s opportunities had in
reality been less than no opportunities to him. His
frequent visits to different Native Courts, any one of
which, some years before, would have made a man in his
position wealthy for life, had inflicted upon him a positive
pecuniary loss. He would have returned to England a
richer man if] instead of serving the State with unceasing
activity, now in one part of the country, now in another,

sacrificing ease, comfort, health, everything but reputa-
tion, he had abandoned lnmself as he might have done,
to the luxurious quietude of the Mysore Residency.

That Malcolm’s unfailing zeal in the public service had
entailed upon him a heavy pecuniary loss was a fact °
which had been recognised by the Governments both '
of Sir George Barlow and Lord Minto. They had -
brought his claims upon this score to the notice of the
Esst India Company, but nothing, before his return to
England, had been done to compensate him for the
sacrifice he had made. His friends, therefore, recom-
mended him to memorialise the Court of Directors;
and he did so under the assurance, at least of some of
its members, that they would support his claims. But
the Committee of Correspondence, to which, in those
days, all such questions were referred, demurred to the
amount named in the memorial. There was a division
of opinion among the Directors as to the sum that should
be granted; the question, therefore, advanced slowly
towards an adjustment, and at last the Company granted
to him, in compensation of losses, a sum (5000/.) much
below the amount recommended by the Indian Govern-
ments.

It was under an assured conviction of their justice
that Malcolm advanced these claims; but there never
was a man of a less sordid nature—never one who cared
less for money for its own sake, or on his own account.
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He used to say that it was so necessary to the comfort
and happiness of the older members of his family that he
should possess a good income, and so essential in respect
of his means of advancing the younger, that he should
live in a certain style, and associate with certain classes of
society, that he believed it to be his duty to neglect no
worthy means of enriching himself. His actions are the
best proof of the sincerity with which this was said. It
may be mentioned, as an illustration of the generous
nature of the man, that, at the time of which I am now
writing, when he had begun to find the expenses of
English living telling heavily upon his resources, one
of his brothers, in the mercantile line, to whom he
had made considerable advances, found his affairs in &
state of hopeless embarrassment ; but Malcolm, with the
prospect of a heavy loss before him, only said that his
brother was a noble-hearted fellow, and that he rejoiced
in nothing 8o much as in the thought of having assisted
him. And when, some little time afterwards, this brother,
partly by means of Malcolm’s influence, and partly by his
own good conduct, succeeded in obtaining a good posi-
tion in a Bombay mercantile house, and talked of shortly
repaying his friends, John, although at the time somewhat-
depressed by the thought of the diminution of his own
resources, declared that he would on no account cripple
his brother by taking from him capital which he knew
must be of so great importance to him at a time when
he was embarking in a new business. It may be said
that this is no more than the common duty of a brother.
It may be no more than the common duty—but I am
afraid that it is much more than the common practice-
Malcolm was not a man in any place, or under 80y

circumstances, to lack the means of occupation and enjoy-
ment. If politics were out of his reach, he betook him-
self to literature; if he could not prosecute his studies,
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he could derive both pleasure and profit from social
intercourse ; and there was ever happiness for him in his
home. He was always busy, and he was always cheerful.
But he could not help feeling at this time that he was
leading a desultory kind of life; that time was wearing
away, perhaps his energies diminishing, whilst he was
not adding, in the way he desired, either to his present
reputation or his claims upon the gratitude of posterity.
He did not underrate the usefulness of the task he had
set himself in preparing the History of Persia for the
press; but that employment was but of a temporary
nature, and it was now fast drawing to a close. Besides,
his talents were, as Sir James Mackintosh had said em-
phatically, ¢ for active life.” Literature could not be in
the story of such a man more than an episode—a di-
gression. It was hardly in the nature of things that he
should spend two or three years in England without
longing again for the bustle of the camp and the excite-
ment of the saddle. It was much more in his way to act
history than to write it.

It was the hegira, too, of great events—of memorable
actions. All Europe was astir with the great deeds
which General Wellesley—now Lord Wellington—was
doing in the Spanish peninsula. In whose heart were
the triumphs of the “Sepoy General” likely to excite
such emotions of pride and pleasure as in that of his old
friend and companion who had taken sweet counsel with
him in the Mahratta Camp ? And who so likely as a
man of Malcolm’s eager temperament to be warmed by
these great events, in which his old familiar friend was
the chief actor, into a strong and unappeasable desire to
emerge from the quiet common-place life of an Indian
officer on furlough? What great tidings had met him
on his first arrival in England—Ciudad Rodrigo, Ba-
dajoz, Salamanca! And how had these been followed up
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by other great exploits—Vittoria, St. Sebastian, Orthez!
stirring the very depths of Malcolm’s heart, and almost
making him wring his hands in despair—as he had done
at the thought of being absent from Assaye—when he
- reflected that such great achievements were being done
by his friend, and that he, although a British soldier,
who had spent long years in camp, and had been Wel-
lington’s comrade, could not now be the humblest of his
lieutenants.

Military employment in Europe, Malcolm knew was,
according to the constitution of the two services, an im-
possibility.* He turned to the East as to his legitimate
field of action; and as his rank at that time precluded
him from high military command, sought again diplo-
matic employment. He had at one time thought of ob-
taining the government of Bombay in succession to Mr.
Duncan, but that appointment had been conferred om
Sir Evan Nepean. From this he turned his thoughts to
the possibility of being appointed, under the Crown, am-
bassador to Constantinople. All his schemes he com-
municated to Lord Wellington, and sought his. advice
regarding them. The common answer was to the effect,
that if & man wishes to advance himself in England he
must get into Parliament and fight his way. Wellington
dwelt, too, upon the general tendency that there was in
England to underrate the abilities of Indian statesmen.
The letters, of which I subjoin some, were not very en-

couraging :

* The Duke of Wellington had at arrangement to allow officers in the
this time a very strong opinion that service of the Company to exch
the officers of the Company’s army into theaervweofthel( mm
ougllt todbﬁ avnﬂuxigl? for hs:ml;.:d in lﬁll th% 11C:;m hs service as W m%l be
and he would fain have u is es t en-
and Munro with him in the Pe- p hxmrjfo{mg
ninsula. In a letter to Lord Melville, Eu.m of officers who had served t.hc
ﬁdm Company in

under date March 13, 1812, he says:
I think it would beaveqbeneﬁm.l
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LORD WELLINGTON TO COLONEL MALCOLM.

Near Pampeluna, June 26, 1818.

My pEAR MavrcoLM,—I am very much obliged to you for
your letter of the 22nd of May, which I received by the last post,
and for the sword which you have given me. . . . . . I have not
much leisure to attend now to Indian concerns, although I always
feel an interest about them. I have been frequently astonished at
the indifference with which public men in England considered
the talents of those who had served in India, possibly because I
was partial to those endowed with them, and entértained a higher
opinion of those talents than the Ministers. But the fact is so.
We must observe, however, that to hold office in England is a
favor conferred upon the individual, and is not a right, as it is in
India; and he who has the disposal of the patronage of the Crown
maust be induced to bestow office by motives of friendship for the
individual, by a sense that he can serve his interests, or is more
eminently qualified than another to serve the public. Although
I had long been in habits of friendship with the public men of
the day, and had some professional claims to public notice when I
returned to England, I believe I should have been but little
known, and should not be what I am, if I had not gone into Par-
liament. I would, therefore, advise you to go into Parliament if
you can afford it, if you look to high public employment. I
Iikewise recommend to you not to fix yourself upon Lord Wel-
lesley, or any other great man. You are big enough, unless much
altered, to walk alone; and you will accomplish your object
soonest in that way. Don’t, however, be in a hurry.

You will hear of events here. I have taken more guns from
these fellows in the last action than I took at Assaye, without
much more loss, upon about seventy thousand men engaged.
The two armics were nearly equal in numbers, but they cannot
stand us now at all.

Ever, my dear Malcolm, yours most sincerely,
WELLIRGTON.

LORD WELLINGTON TO COLONEL MALCOLM.
August, 18, 1813,

My pEAR MaLcOLM,—T have received your letter of the 25th
of July. I don’t think I can be of much use to you in any way,
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and I should imagine of none in forwarding your views upon
Constantinople. That Court is sometimes the seat of important
diplomatic negotiations, and at others a seat of splendid retreat for
ambassadors. You would be considered an interloper by either
the active or the declining diplomat. You had better adhere to
your objects in India. Get into Parliament if you can afford it ;
be nobody’s man but your own, and you will soon be known, and
will get on.
Ever yours most sincerely,
WELLINGTON.

I am afraid your brother-in-law will lose his leg, but he is in
good health, and will get a pension in return. I have recom-
mended him for promotion.*

In the summer of the following year Wellington re-
turned for a little space to England, and was received as
no man, perhaps, ever was received before, by a grateful
and admiring nation. But in the midst of the popular
enthusiasm that surrounded him he was not forgetful of
his old “Deccanee” friend. He had not been many
hours in London before- he made his way to Malcolm’s
house in Manchester-street, eager to shake him by the
hand, and excited the incredulity of an old Scotch ser-
vant by announcing himself as the Duke of Wellington.
After a fortnight's ovation in England he sailed as am-
bassador to France, leaving Malcolm more than ever
bound to him by ties of the strongest personal respect
and affection.

The latter part of 1814 and the earlier months of 1815
saw Malcolm principally in London. In the April of the
latter year he was created a Knight Commander of the
Bath, with the first batch of Company’s officers upon
whom the order had ever been conferred. Two months

® Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell. He in the last edition of Gurwood’s col-
ofterwards died from the effects of lection.
his wounds. This letter is published
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before, his brothers James and Pulteny had been deco-
rated in the same manner. Thus from an obscure farm-
house in Eskdale had gone forth three sturdy boys to
carve their way to distinction, and travelling by different
roads, they had reached, almost at the same time, the
same goal, and had won their spurs by good hard ser
vice, of which Scotland may well be proud.

In the summer of this year appeared the History of
Persia in two quarto volumes, and was received with
great favor by the critics and by the larger outside circle
of the public. It was a very storehouse of information
relating to a country of which in those days very little
was known. There was a growing taste, too, for Orienta-
lism at that time. Our poets were singing melodiously
about the glowing East; and although India Proper had
in men’s minds rather a dull commercial atmosphere
about it, Persia, Caubul, Cashmere, Bokhara, and other
little-trodden Eastern countries were regarded as the
very cradles of poetry and romance. A history of
Persia from the pen of a man with a great Oriental
reputation, who had twice visited in an ambassadorial
character the Court of the King of Kings, was likely to

be read with avidity both by people of an imaginative

cast of mind and by those who, regarding the country
rather from a political than from a poetical point of view,
consulted a work of such large scope and elaborate
research for the sake of the substantial facts that it con-
tained.

From many of the most eminent literary men of the
day Malcolm received letters of warm congratulation
upon the appearance of his History.* Sir James Mac-

* It is much to be regretted that late Lady Campbell. Among others
many of these are irrecoverably lost. was a very warm and most interesting
were in the possession of Sir letter of thanks from Lord Byron.

John Malcolm’s eldest daughter, the
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kintosh, writing to him on the subject, added, * Perhaps
you have heard that Lord Grenville is one of the warmest
panegyrists of your History of Persia. When he had got
through the first volume, he spoke of it with a warmth
which is often, I verily believe, in his feelings, but very
seldom in his language. I ought to add, that I had not
written to him on the subject, and from the tendency of
your evidence before both Houses, he had, perhaps,
some prejudices, which you have now conquered.#
What is said of my Indian friends in the article on
Elphinstone is an act of mere justice, performed after
much deliberation, and as a tribute to the merit of those
who have risen in my estimation since my return to
Europe. I hope you think that Elphinstone’s claims
are reconciled with those of Kinnier in a fair spirit.”}
From Walter Scott, Malcolm received a hearty letter,
saying : “ I cannot refuse myself the opportunity of
thanking you for the information and amusement I have
derived and am deriving from your very interesting
account of Persia; a history so much wanted in our
literature, and which may be said to form the connecting

* In another letter, Sir James Mac-
kintosh says : “ At Dropmore, where I
spent the last few days, you were not
only on the table, but frequently on
the Zapis. Lord Grenville, who is very
exact and severe in his judgment of
English style, paid you the compliment
of uent verbal criticism, which I
shall communicate to you at meeting
for the second edition.

t The allusion is to a review of
Elphinstone’s Cawbul in the Edin-
hf'yﬁ, in which Mackintosh says:
“ Few governments had servants better
qualified for diplomatic missions, by
general understanding and local expe-
rience, by perfect know of the
I&ta'wt o{a their an?iwll: ?nd 12.:‘ neigg;

uring states, amiliarity wi
the manners, | ye:a, and chzacter
of the country to which they were sent.

Some of these accomplished gentlemen
have sinoe distinguished themselves in
Euro, diplomacy. Others have by
valuable works enabled the public to
estimate their talents; some have dis-
ﬂlayed the rhinds and the knowledge of

wgivers and statesmen in their exa-
mination before both Houses of Par-
liament. ~Mr. Elphinstone and Sir
John Malcolm were chosen by Lord
Minto for the embassies to Persia and
Caubul. Both were, indeed, pointed
out to him by the general voice of
India.” In the Quarferly there were
some remarks on Elphinstone’s book,
intended to neutralise or qualify the
high praises of the Eiiazmylt, and
which greatly roused Malcolm’s auger.
He wrote a stmng letter on the sub-
ject to Gifford, but I regret my in:
ability to find a copy of it.



LITERARY PRIVILEGES. 95

link between that of Greece and that of Asia. I cannot
encugh admire the pains which it must have cost you,
among many pressing avocations and duties, to collect
and compose the materials of so large and important a
work. I wish also to mention to you, that if you should
have any thought of settling on T'weedside, Mr. Sibbald’s
very handsome villa at Gledswood is now in the market,
and in all probability, owing to the circamstances of the
time, may be had very reasonably. I have a very selfish
view in giving you this hint, for Gledswood is only five
or six miles from my cottage. I long for some oppartu-
nity of talking over Persia and Border anecdotes with
m”

The publication of a work of distinguished merit al-
ways enlarges the circle of a man’s friends. It is one of
the great and unspeakable privileges of literature that it
breaks down many barriers of reserve and exclusiveness,
and to him who labors worthily in the great calling,
opens hearts and homes which otherwise would be
closed against him. To Malcolm, literary success was of
less importance than to most men, and had less effect
upon his social status. But the exception, in his case,
was one only of degree. He had mixed largely with
mankind since his return to England; he had made
many acquaintances and secured some friends among dis-
tinguished men of all nations.* The success he had
achieved in active life would have obtained for him con-
sideration, and his fine social qualities were sure to

* Among others with whom he es- tenant-General, and one of the first
tablished & lasting friendship was officers in the Russian service. I
Count Woronzoff, theRussianngeral. never met with a man of more in-
“The young Count Woronzoff,” he formation, plain sense, and talent.
wiote in one of his private letters, He and I are quite at home in Georgia,
“who has been so distinguished in all &c., where he served.” This was in
the late campaigns, breakfasts and the winter of 1814—before the ap-

the morning with me to-morrow. pearance of his History, the first issue
is only twenty-one, and is a Lieu- of which was in July, 1815.
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render him welcome, wherever he went. But there were
some, nevertheless, who would have known little of him,
and cared nothing for him, but for his books; and they
were not those of whose friendship, in after life, he was
least proud.

But literature, as I have already said, was never more
than a sort of digression in Malcolm’s life; and now,
whilst on the eve of bringing his History before the
world, great events were passing which made him again
wring his hands with despair at the thought of the inac-
tivity to which he was condemned. Napoleon escaped
from Elba. The Congress of Vienna was broken up.
The Duke of Wellington was appointed to the command
of the army on the Continent ; the battle of Waterloo
was fought ; the allied armies entered Paris ; and people,
half mad with excitement, rushed to the French capital,
eager to witness the grand scenes presented by the mili-
" tary occupation of such a city at such a time. Among
others who went to Paris in July, 1815, was Sir John
Malcolm. The Duke of Wellington sent him a message
expressing & wish to see him there; so, accompanied by
Colonel Allan, he started for Ostend, where his brother,
Sir Pulteny Malcolm, was in command of the English
fleet.
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CHAPTER IIL
AFTER WATERLOO.

[1815.]

ARRIVAL AT OSTERD—JOURNEY TO PARIS—RECEPTION BY THE DUKE OF WEL-
LINGTON—CONVERSATIONS WITH THE DUKE—SIGHT-SEEING AND SAVANS—
THE PRUSSIAN ARMY—DESTRUCTION OPF WORKS OF ART—IIUMBOLDT—WALTER
S8COTT-—JOURNEY TO CHALONS—~REVIEW OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY—ITS CHA-
RACTER AND CONSTITUTION—RETURN TO PARIS—TQO ENGLAND—LAST YEAR
AT HOME—PEEPARATIONS FOR DEPARTURE TO INDIA.

Or the 15th of July, 1815, Malcolm, accompanied by
Colonel Allan, went down to Dover and crossed the
Channel to Ostend in a yacht. After a land-and-sea
journey of twenty-four hours he entered that unsavory
seaport. There he found his brother Pulteny, who com-
manded the fleet, comfortably housed in a spacious man-
sion;* and there, together with his compagnon de voyage,
he was hospitably entertained. On the 18th, they em-
barked on one of those commodious passage-boats, or
treckshuyts, towed by horses along the great canal,
which then, and many years afterwards, monopolised
nearly all the traffic between Ostend and Bruges—and
again on from Bruges to Ghent. It was a lazy, somnolent

* In one of Malcolm’s letters to his *This place itself,” be added, “if it
wife, he says that both Ostend and had cocoa-nut trees, would be India all
Pulteny’s house reminded him of India. over. Palteny has a magnificent house,
“The appearance of this lloktmsi:,” he which b(y)f t?:r:l;? of its mml;zlts and its
Wrote, “1s in ev: nﬁlect e Madras pauci iture you U]
~no low md-:iﬁ— a dead level.” g msntZion on Choultry plamn.” ppose.

YOL. IIL H
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mode of travelling provocative of little jncident. And if
Malcolm had not passed, on the canal, two British regi-
ments—the 21st and 62nd—and seen the banks crowded
with men, women, and children, dancing and waltzing
whilst one of the regimental bands was playing a lively
tune, he would have had nothing to record in his journal.

Pushing on with all speed to Brussels, he found many
most interesting traces of the great struggle of which its
neighbourhood had been the scene. The city, indeed,
was now little more than a great hospital. There he
“ met General Frederick Adam* and James Elphinstone,
both recovering.” ¢ Dined at Adam’s,” he chronicles in
his journal—‘a very pleasant party. Adam heard the
Duke of Wellington say, at six o'clock on the 18th, ‘7
think now we 8kall win’” Malcolm then speaks of the
feelings of the people towards our troops:

“ Yesterday,” continues the journal, “a Fleming told us that
the men of Flenders were delighted to have a Scotch soldter quar-
tered on them—had no violent objection to English—but hated
Prussians. The resson stated was, that the Scotchmen were
quiet and honest. The men of the English regiments, though
sometimes a little riotous, always respected the master of the kouse.
The Prussians did not, but made servants of them. I thought
there was some flattery in this statement, but Doctors Thompson
and Somerville (high names) stated to-day, that since they had
been in Brussels, visiting the hospitals, many men had been
brought in whom the inhabitants had taken wownded from ‘the
field of battle, and had concealed in their houses, that they might
enjoy the luxury of aiding them ia their distress. Many of these
were Scotch; and the people, when they trought them in, called
them their ¢ dear Scotch.’”

On the following day the journalist writes—and the
entry should be held in remembrance—

* Afterwards Sir Frederick Adam, Chief Commissioner of the Zonian Islends,
and Governor of Madras.
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% Went this morning through the hospitals with Doctors Thomp-
son and Somerville. We were met by the surgeons in charge;
and saw nearly 2000 English and French wounded ; and no sight
conld be more gratifying than the care and skill of the surgeons,
the cleanliness, comfort, and good srrangement of the hospitals”

On the morning of the 20th of July, Malcolm rode
out to Waterloo. It was with no ordinary emotion that
he contemplated a scene, which had suddenly risen out
of the obecurity of an expanse of farm-land into one of
the most celebrated battle-fields ever named in the his-
tory of the world. His feelings were those of mingled
exultation and regret. A glorious wvictory had been
achieved, and he had not been there even to witness it.
‘“ As I approached this field of fame,” he wrote in his
journal, * my feelings of exultation as an Englishman
were checked by a recollection that I had personally no
share of the glory of that wonderful day. To have been
even a spectator in such an action must give fame for
life.” General Adam sent his aide-de-camp to explain
to Malcolm ‘¢ the particulars of the position of the two
armies.” The latter spent three hours on the field, and
jotted down in his note-book many particulars of the
great battle. I do not know that they much differ from
those which have been already given to the world.

Having thus visited Waterloo, Malcolm proceeded on-
ward to Paris. He and Colonel Allan had been joined
by Lord John Campbell, who was glad to form one of
their party. Everywhere on the road through Belgium
the people were loud in praise of the discipline and good
conduct of the English. On the 24th of July they
reached Paris. The Allied Armies were there. Wel-
lington was there. The Emperors of Russia and Austria
and the King of Prussia were there. Many of the most
celebrated statesmen of Europe were there. Englishmen of
all kinds—from eminent authors, as Mackintosh and Scott,

H2
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to idle tourists hungering after a sensation—had flocked
to Paris to see the show. The great French capital,
indeed, was in a chronic state of specfacle. Malcolm
went thither under the happiest auspices. His old friend
Arthur Wellesley was now, in Paris the great focus of at-
traction—in the world, the foremost man of his age.
Malcolm never doubted for a moment the reception he
would receive from the conqueror of Napoleon and the
deliverer of Europe ; and he was not disappointed. The
Duke of Wellington received him cordially, as an old
friend ; and talked to him unreservedly, as to one by
whom he desired to be thoroughly undersiood. They
had many interesting conversations, the substance of
which, and often the words, Malcolm chronicled at the
time in his journal. I feel, therefore,that I cannot do
.- better now than leave the journalist to speak for himself:

‘ Pagis, Jury, 1815.

July 24.— Arrived at two P.M., as the army of the Duke of Wel-
lington were passing in review before the Emperors of Austria,
Russia, Kings of Prussia and the Netherlands, and all the principal
Generals and Staff, &c., who stood in front of the Tuileries to
see the heroes of Waterloo. They were not, I was told imme-
diately afterwards, less surprised at their fine appearance than.
their numbers. They amounted to 65,000, which is more than
they were at the battle of the 18th.

I went to the Duke’s hotel. He had not returned from the
review, so Allan and myself left our names, and the moment he
came in (five o’clock), Colonel Campbell brought us a message re-
questing we would dine with him, and that we would bring Lord
John Campbell, who was our fellow-traveller. We found the
Duke with a large party seated at dinner. He called out, in his
usual manner, the moment I entered, ‘ Ah! Malcolm, I am de-
lighted to see you” I went and shook hands, introduced Lord
John Campbell, and then sat down. I mention this trifle because
it showed me at once that his astonishing elevation had not pro-
duced the slightest change. The tone—the manner—everything
was the same,
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After dinner, he left a party he was with when I entered, and,
shaking me by the hand, retired to one end of the room, where
he shortly stated what had occurred within the eventful month.
& People ask me for an account of the action,” he said. I tell
them it was hard pounding on both sides, and we pounded the
hardest. There was no manceuvring,” he said; ‘‘Buona
kept his attacks, and I was glad to let it be decided by the troope.
There are no men in Europe that can fight like my Spanish
infantry ; none have been so tried. Besides,” he added with
enthusiasm, “my army and I know one another exactly. We
have a mutual confidence, and are never disappointed.”—* You
had, however,” I observed, “ more than one-half of your troops, of
other nations.”—* That did not signify,” he said, “ for I had dis-
covered the secret of mixing them up together. Had I employed
them in separate corps I should have lost the battle. The Hano-
verians,” he added, *‘ are good troops, but the new Dutch levies
are bad. They, however, served to fill gaps, and I knew where
to place them.” After some more conversation on this subject
he went up to Allan, and began the conversation again.

Allan and myself expressed our gratification at seeing the state
of the hospitals at Brussels, and told him how delighted we were
to find that through the discipline he had established, and the
good conduct of the troops, the English character stood so high
that the name was a passport to the houses of those they had con-

quered. He said that he had done everything he could to effect
this object. “ The Prussians,” he observed, ¢“behaved horridly,
and had not only lost character, but their object, for more was
destroyed than taken; and in such scenes of indiscriminate pil-
lage and harshness, those who deserved to suffer often escaped,
and the benefit, when there was any, generally fell to them who
deserved it least. My doctrine has always been the same,” said
he; “to go to work systematically—to play light with indivi-
doale, but grind the state.” I remarked that he had taken
advantage of an event which staggered credulity—that of an
English army occupying the capital of France—to act in a
manner that was calculated to soften the asperity and lessen the
hatred of two great rival nations. ¢That very observation,” he
replied, * was made to me some days ago by Talleyrand.”—¢I
trust, however,” I added, ¢ that France will be deprived of the
means of attacking other nations, particularly the newly-created
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kingdom of the Netherlands, for they may be termed, 28 a nation,
the most elastic in the world.” He said that was true, and care
should be taken; but I thought that he seemed to think dis-
mantling the frontier places was better than giving them wup.
When I stated that I could not dizcover any great strength in
the position at the battle of Waterloo, but that it scemed the
description of ground that might have been impartially chosen to
decide a day between two great nations, he replied that there was
no advantage; that the French artillery had rather the highest
ridge. I asked him if he knew the foundation of the assertion
made by Lord Bathurst, with respect to his (Wellington's) having
surveyed the ground and declared he would fight a battle there
if he could. He said that he had directed the ground to be
Jooked at, mdmthempmcnthatxtnghtbeagoodntefora
few troops, as it was clear of the forest, and commanded two great
roads; but he never had, he said, thought of fighting a battle theve.
“The fact is,” he observed, * I should have fought them on the
17th at Quatre Bras, if the Prussians had stood their ground.
My retiring to Waterloo was an act of necessity, not choice.” I
ssked him if Blucher had co-operated well. “ Nothing could be
better,” he said. I sent him word that I knew I should be
sttacked at Waterloo. He said he would be ready on the 19th.
¢That would not answer,’ I replied, *as I was assured I should be
attacked on the 18th, and that I would be satisfied with Bulow’s
corps.’ Blucher then wrote or sent word that he would semd
Bulow’s corps and another; and came himself with his whole
army to my support.” The Duke said he saw Bulow at three.
¢ The Prussians bhad told him,” he said, “ about their Harse.”
The Prince Pozzo di Borgo, who dined with us, told me that
be was with the Duke through the whole day of the 18th. <It
was one of those actions,” he £aid, “that depended upon the com-
mander being continually in the hottest place, for nothing could
be neglected. We were a great part of the time,” he said, “ between
the two armies, but the coolness of the Duke,” he added, “ is not
to be described. Considerable troops of Belgians muoned at
Hougoumont gave way. The Duke, turning to me, eaid, smiling,
¢ Voila des coquins avec qui il faut gagner une bataille’” I was
so struck with this chamacteristic anccdote, that I went to the
Duke, and I asked him if it was true. He said Pozzo di Borgo
had repeated his exact words. I was much pleased with the con-
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veraation of Poxso di Borgo. He mid, speaking of Metternioh,
that he did mot merit the abmse that was given him. * Some
men,” said he, ¢ direct circumstances, others go along with them.
He is not of the first class.” This observation was made in reply to
some remarks Sir S. Smith had made upon Metternich’s character.
Poazo di Borgo told me, that he had maintained throughout the
whole country that Englund was lost if her Ministers ever ad-
mitted any negotiation that praceeded on the posmsibility of either
Great Britain or her poesessions in India being invaded.

July25.— .. ... Dined with the aides-doc-camp at the
Duke of Wellington’s.* After dinner went to the Opera. The
ballet and scenery beautiful. The stage is more admirably filled
than ia England, and all appear so much more at their ease. All
that beloag to it are in place, all upon it areat home. Tha ballet,
which was a new one, was called “L'Heureux Retour,” and was
written for the occasion. Pretty French girls kissed some National
Guards till they put oa the white ribbon. Two sulky fellows of
the Horse Guards who had been wounded at Waterloo came on
with Napoleon’s badges, and it was some time before their surly
walor could be subdued. It was at last; and all ranks danced
together, while white banners, covered with fleurs-de-lis, and upon
which were painted ¢ L'Espérance” and ‘‘ La Puaix,” floated over
them. The only foreigners introduced in the ballet were an
Eaglish officer that had saved a young man of the National
Guard, and a party of Highlanders, who danced reels in high
style. This was meant as a high compliment. The piece was
spplauded.

I went with Colonel Allan this morning to pay our respects to
Lord Castlereagh, Lord Stewart, and Sir Charles Stewart. The
latter, who was dreesing, sent us a message that he was going to
see the Emperor of Austria, and would be glad to see us there
We went home and put on our uniform. The Emperor occupies
the Hotel du Maréchal Berthier, on the Boulevards. We found
mo state, except a guard of grenadiers, very fine-looking fellows,
but of rather a heavy make. There were two or three aides-
de-camp in attendance, and fourteen or fiftcen English to be
introduced. When we were ushered into another room, we found
the Emperor standing alone. He bad on & plain grey uniform,

® The Duke dined at Lord Castlereagh's.
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the collar and cape of which were trimmed with silver. He is
very thin, not tall, and his high shoulders, narrow chest, and
awkwardly-hanging arms, make him look unlike his high station.
We were each in our turn introduced by Lord Stewart, and the
Emperor was civil to all, and spoke a good deal to several of the
party, particularly to Sir Charles Stewart. When this ceremony
was over, he addressed his conversation generally to the party, and
showed, in the remarks he made, plain sense and good feeling.
% We had been instructed by the past,” he observed, “and should
now have real peace.” The word peace seemed to come from his
heart.

I met General Archibald Campbell this morning, who repeated
an excellent anecdote told by an Hanoverian officer, who was
taken prisoner on the 18th, and carried before Buonaparte at six
o'clock on the cvening of that day. He describes him asin a
great rage, which was increased by his declaring his total inability
to answer the inquiries he made respecting the strength of the
army, and the plans of the Duke of Wellington. He affirms that
Buonaparte, after abusing him, turned in a fury of passion to one
of his generals, and exclaimed, “I have beat these English twice
to-day, but they are such beasts (si bétes) that they do not know
when they are beaten.” He afterwards bade the Hanoverian
officer be carried away. ¢ Treat him,” he said, * with the respect
you would show an English officer.” The consequence of this
order was a beating with the backs of the swords of those who
guarded him.

July 27.—Walked this morning through the gardens of the
Tuileries. The scene is gay and pleasing. The gardens have
much more resemblance to those I have seen in front of Oriental
palaces than any I have seen in Europe. When we were near the
palace, the Duchess of Angouléme arrived from England. We
joined a crowd under a window where she was expected to show
herself. After we had waited a considerable time, she appeared,
and the shouts of ¢ Vive le Roil” ¢ Vive Madame!” ¢ Vive la
Duchesse!” were general. She scemed in excellent spirits, and
more than I could have expected. The joy which the people of
this capital display on such occasions makes me melancholy. I
continue to think of what has past. They seem satisfied with the
present, and are wiser. . . . .

July 28.—Went to the Pantheon, a fine but unfinished build-
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ing. . ... Went next to view the Musée Royal des Monu-
ments Frangais. . . . . When we came into the last room an
event occurred which was most striking. Workmen had just
placed some boards to remove a full-length statue of Joseph Buona-
parte, and as we were entering, this figure of the ex-King of
Spain was in the rough hands of those who had been sent to per-
form the work. Our guide, who was a fine-looking fellow, and
very intelligent, had before shown the spirit which he tried to
conceal on hearing a young gentleman who had joined our party
remark on the present state of affairs. “ A country,” he obeerved,
“ though its army has been twice beaten, is not conquered.”
‘When he saw what the workmen were doing, his color mounted
to his face. It was evidently a struggle to repress his feelings.
He retired with Colonel Allan and me to a little distance, and -
then smid:  See what they are doing. They are wrong. The
people can’t bear this. Buonaparte,” he added, ** has twenty voices
for every one that is given to a Bourbon. Could you but have
marked,” he said, “the different manner in which the king and
he were received, you would have seen the difference between a
heart and a tongue. You English,” he concluded, with great
emphasis, “ possess the greatest man that ever existed in the world,
and there is nothing you may not attain if you play your game
well.” He seemed, though very polite, unwilling to listen to the
moderate observation we made upon the character of his hero, but
at last he applied to him a sentence which, I believe, was origi-
nally written on Cardinal Mazarin: “ He has done too much good
for any man to speak ill of him, and too much evil for any one to
speak well of him.”

July 29.—I met with General Macaulay, and went to see De
Sacy, Humboldt, and Denon. We found only the latter at home.
This celebrated traveller and artist appears in his old age to have
arrived at all that one could desire. He possesses wealth and
Teputation, and in his excellent mansion he has a splendid and
well-arranged private museum, that contains all the curiosities he
has collected in his own travels, and many others that he has col-
lected during a life devoted to the object. Among the most
remarkable of his antiquities are two or three scrolls of writing in
an unknown language, which he found in the hands of mummies,
the age of which is proved by history to be above 4000 years.
The lady’s foot which he found in Egypt, and which he so well
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describes in his Travels, is very perfect, and still beautiful, from
8 exquisite shape, which, it is evident, pains were taken to pre-
serve. In speaking with Denon, I was surprised to find him
unacquainted with the name of Rubruquis, the most ancient and,
in my opinion, the moast sincere of French Asiatic tzavellers. 1
comclude the name of Monk has prevented the modern philaso-
phers of France from sttending to this writer, for they are, I
believe, all of the creed of Volimre. Irreligion is, indeed, the
system. General Macaulay told me that having heard a school
was commenced in Paris on the plan of Lancaster, he went to see
it: there were ten or twelve pupils, and they seemed to go on
well under the instruction of a8 young man who appears to have
both learning and religion. He told Macsulay that as he thought
nothing could be more proper to teach youth than the Bible, he
translated some passages, but Carnot had desired him by no means
to continue that practice. Il m'a dit,” said the schoolmaster,
“oue iz Bible était un Bvre dangeremz; and ever since,” be
added, “we have ceased to teach from it.” Macaulay told this
anecdote to De Sacy, who expressed regret, but said there was
nothing in the occurrence that surprised him.

We went to 'Hotel des Monnaies, and saw some very fine
medals. After that I visited I’HSpital deg Invalides, which is a
fine building, but not equal to Greenwich, except the dome of
the church, which is magnificent. We saw here the models of
all the fortified towns in France, made of wood and with colored
sand, 80 as to give the most beautiful and accurate representations
of the towns and their environs. Those of Besangon and Brest are
particularly fine; not a building, or a field, or a mountain, or a
hillock were omitted. The first of these models had been made
nearly two centuries ago, and Louis the Fourteenth had directed
a number of them to be added, in order to teach his childrea
the science of fortification. The vanity of Buonaparte had
been gratified by a very fine representation of the battle of
Lodi. He would have suffered no slight humiliation if he had
witnessed the scene we did. The Prussians had packed up tem,
and were breaking up the models of Lille and Valenciennes for the
same purpose, when we were there. The French officer in
charge presented a picture of extreme misery. He had asked
them, he eaid, for an order. They had pointed to the bayonet
of a guard. “I could forgive their violence,” he mid, *if they
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had not been 8o barbarcus as to refuse aid in the mode of packing;
but they scorned all advices, and these fine models,” he added,
“ which bave beea made at such labor and expense, will be all
destroyed.”

July 30—Went early this morning to the Champ de Mars,
where we found six Prussian corps, the éits of the army, paraded.
‘We introduoed ourselves to some officers, and were permitted to
examine each corps separately. Nothing could be finer than their
appearance. The men were young, tall, and their dress and
equipment complete—a coat, the body of which fitted Lke a
shell, with a small skirt, a leather cap of round shape, in-
creasing to the top, a very long round black feather, or rather
tuft. Some corps had black, and others white leather cross-belts,
and one of the same leather crossed the chest to bind on a neat
and light knapeack, made of goatskin with the hair out, on the
top of which was a small canteen; across the left shoulder, the
cloak, which defended him from rain, and in which he bivouacked,
was slhing in a very convenient manner. It was rolled up eo
neatly and tightly, that it could not be more than six or seven
inches round. It seemed made of a texture that resembled the
Indian cumly more than cloth. Their firelocks appeared good,
but the barrel was fastened on to the stock with brass clamps, that
must make it, I should think, troublesome to clean. The infantry
guards were dressed in blue, with white pantaloons (loose to the
ankles) and shoes. The Gardes du Corpsin white and grey pan-
taloons. The riflemen in green, and they had each a small sword,
which was made to fasten on their carbine-rifle.

After we had looked at this fine body of men, who amounted
to 4500, for some time, they were ordered to form a square, which
they did, and the King and all his staff entered. A staff-officer
of rank came to Lord J. Campbell, Allan, and myself, and told us
to enter the square. Religious service was performed by a single
clergyman. His pulpit was two drums. When he prayed, every
one took off his hat. He gave out, as is the usage in Scotland,
every verse of the psalms, and it was played after him by a de-
Lightfal band, who were accompanied by about thirty grenadiers,
who acted as choristers, and sang admirably. The sermon (which
was not read) was apparently (for I did not understand a word of
it) s very eloquent discourse, and preached with great snimation;
nothing could exceed the attention with which it was heard. The
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King stood alone, in a plain blue uniform with grey pantaloons.
His aide-de-camp, the Prince Charles of Mecklenburg, was near
him; the rest of the staff, among whom was the Prince Royal,
stood apart.

After divine service was finished, the regiments formed line.
The King passed down. the line, and they afterwards marched
past him in divisions. I never can forget the emotions excited by
this scene. The plain but impressive piety of the clergyman, the
attention of his audience, their appearance and discipline, and
the spot where they returned thanks to God for the victory they
had gained, were all calculated to fill the mind with reflections.

Went to the top of Montmartre, from whence there is by far the
finest view I have yet seen of Paris. We afterwards visited le
Jardin des Plantes, and the fine menagerie and museum attached
toit. In the evening I dined with the Duke of Wellington, and
a8 I sate next to him, I had a great deal of very interesting con-
versation. He has a very low opinion of the French as a nation,
and says at present they have not a man, cither as a general or a
statesman, that can be called great. I discover from his con-
versation it i3 meant to levy a heavy contribution upon them
(2,000,000.). He said that he had been much abused in Eng-
land because he prevented blowing up the Bridge of Jena. I
told him they had abused him more for giving Fouché a dinner.
“They do not know what they want in England; but if they
think an administration of honest and honorable men can be found
in France, they are fools—there are no materials; and where all
are rascals, you must take those who are most useful. If I had
not settled with Fouché when I did,” he said, ¢ the Duke of Or-
leans would have been proclaimed King next day, and that would
have been a new trouble.” )

I spoke to him about the models at the Hépital des Invalides,
which the Prussians were plundering, and said I thought it a
great shame. He said he thought so too; but that if they were to
be taken, England had aright to a share. I said I hoped such
plunder would be stopped. We then discoursed about the pic-
tures at the Louvre; and I expressed my opinion that the period
had arrived when a great lesson might be taught to France and
to Europe, by the Allies disdaining to imitate the injustice of
Buonaparte, and abstaining from depriving France of any native
work of art; but that justice should be satisfied by the restoration
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of every painting and statue to the country whence it was brought
away; and that the weaker the state was, the more consequence it
was to make restitution, that the principle of the measure might
be apparent to all. The Duke said this sentiment exactly corre-
sponded with what he had expressed, and that he opposed himself
to all acts of violence and pillage that more effect might be given
to the deliberate chastisement which it was proper to inflict upon
the French nation. He added, “ When I protested against the
destruction of the Bridge of Jena, I proposed that a tablet of brass
thould be placed upon it, with an inscription importing ¢ that the
Pruseians had twice entered Paris as conquerors, and marched over
the Bridge of Jena, which had been erected by Napoleon to cele-
brate a victory that had been gained over them in an unjust war.’”
The Duke, in expressing his detestation of the French character,
observed he had never heard but one excuse for the most infamous
conduct. They shrugged up their shoulders, and said, ¢ We were
obliged to do so, by the circumstances in which we found our-
selves.”

July 31.—I went this morning early to pay my respects to
Sylvestre de Sacy, and was gratified by the reception which that
respectable scholar gave me. He expressed great anxiety to see
my works, and next Thursday was appointed to meet me. 1 was
surprised, on returning to my lodging, to find that Pulteny had
arrived from Ostend. Went this evening to a great ball given
by the Duke of Wellington, at which all the principal officers of
the British staff were present, and the ministers and generals of
four courts. The Emperor of Austria and the King of Prussia were
also of the party.

August 1.—Went with Pulteny to several places. We dined
in the evening with the Duke, and went with him to the

He told me that Fouché, however great a rogue imn
public life, had the reputation of being a good domestic character.
He is a widower, and on the point of being married again to a
young lady of noble birth. His family had objected so strongly
to this match, that Fodché had been obliged to obtain an order
from the King. The Duke said circumstances had obliged him
to be civil to Fouché, but he had refused to see all the others
who had behaved ill. Macdonald and Oudinot he spoke of as
decided exceptions. Oudinot was at his ball last night. He said
he had explained his reasons, and could not forgive men who had
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behaved s0 infamously; “ and besides,” sxid he, %I have all the
resentment of & man who has been duped, for there was no one
more deceived by the higher class of rascals than myself. I
always knew the army was agamst the King, but I thought
these fellows would have been truer to self-interest than to cast
away so lightly and so shamelessly sll the reputstion they had
aoquired.” He told me he had used Fayette like a dog as he
merited. * The old rascal,” said he, ‘ had mede a false report
of his mission to the Emperor of Russia, and I possessed the com-
pletest evidence of his having done so. I told him, the moment
he entered, of this fact. I did not even state it in a delicate masn-
ner. 1 told him he must be sensible that he had made a false
report. He made no answer. I asked him whether he wished
to do s0 as a public character or as an individual. He said he
desired, a3 an individual, to communicate with me 1
my intentions towards the city of Paris. I expressed,” the Duke
added, “my utter astonishment at his presuming to come to speak
to the General at the head of the army upon such a subject.
¢ What would Buonaparte have said, or rather what would he have
done,’ I asked, ¢ to an individual that had come to him on a similar
errand the day he entered Berlin? Bon jour, monsieur.’ ”

After we had retired from dinner, the Duke was expressing his
admiration of the models of fortified places, which he had been
for the first time to see this morning, *‘I think,” said he, smiling,
¢ I shall take the representation of the battle of Lodi.” ¢ For
God’s sake,” I observed, “do no such thing. It would be very
bad to see you turn Lootiee (plunderer).” ¢ What, Malcolm,” he
returned, quickly, ¢ you do not think it would quite suit me to be-
come Loottee inmy old age 7’ * Not at all,” Ianswered. * Inde-
pendent of these models being of more beauty than utility, they
belong, from almost all of them having been made by their an-
cestors, to the present family, and taking them away is degrading
them in the eyes of their subjects. But the obvious principle of
conduct is to set a good example, not to imitate a bad one.” We

went after the opera and supped with Lady Castlereagh, where
there are very pleasant parties. Plenty of men, foreigners, but no
‘Indies, and few English ladies, Lord Castlereagh spoke a good
deal to Pulteny and myself about St. Helena, where it is now
resolved, it seems, to send Buonaparte. I do not kmow but that
this place is the best. In England, he would at first have been
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e object of curiosity, and mext of pity. Lord Bathurst ssid
“ that tn a feao manths he wonld be as popular as Mrs. Clarke.”

August 2.—In the evening I went to the Salon at Robert's,
sad mw gambling on & very great scale. Ilost eight Napoleons
st rouge-et-moir, which I considered as a very dear price for the
mght. I was much interested at seeing Prince Blucher play. He
was in & plain biwe frock, and seemed quite intent om the game.
He bardly ever looked up, or spoke s word, but put in money,
or ook 3¢ out, as he won or lost.

August 4.— I began my study of the French language to-
day with s ean who sppears to have an admirable method of
instruction. I went to la Bibliothéque du Roi, and introduced
myself to Monsieur Langlés, who was civil in the extreme. He
a8 opposite, in his appearance and manner, to De Sacy, =
be is in character. ‘The latter is as plain and unaffected as he is
learned and profound. The former has all the volatile flow of
a Frenchman, an eager desire for the display of his knowledge,
aad is exactly what I expected the editor of Chardin to be,
light and plesssat, and, though a man of literature, too diffuse
and gemeral to be very deep in any one branch of it. This
Iittle man received me with mare than politenees. He was full
of warmth; at least he told me so. We talked upon every subject
connected with the progress of knowledge in the East, from a
Chinese dictionary to a3 Bombay newspaper. He then spoke of
my History, and I gave him an account of it. I told him what is
true, that I had received aid from his Notes on Chardin, and the
Notice Chronologique, which he has added to that work. @ angiés
spoke of the History of Persia.) I told him I had been com-
pelled to notice with some severity an error he had been led into
by others, im the account he gave of my mission. He first mid
he had merely followed another person, and then excused himself
on the ground of l¢ syst2me de Buonaparte,  whose censors,” he
amid, “not only struck out some passages, but added others that
they thought would be useful for promoting his projects; and
what could a man do,” he added, © who had lived under his
tymnuic sway 2" Hemdhehndhddﬂwmnemmhenow
filled twenty-five years. “ I never received a favor from Buona-
parte, but though he hated me because I was not disposed to go
to Egypt with him, he never, I must do him the justice to my,
did me any injury.” I was amused to see, in Monsieur Langlés’

L J
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collection, volumes of bulletins of Napoleon’s campaignings trans-
lated into Arabic and Turkish. These, he informed me, had been
disseminated in great numbers.

I dined with Sir Manly Power, and went in the evening to the
Salon des Etrangers at Robert's, but did not lose my money. This
establishment, which belongs to Government, is kept in a very
splendid manner, and though there is an evident and admitted
advantage, there is no cheating. The fund is extremely rich. I
was told it had, on one occasion, lent Napoleon forty millions of
francs; but this appears impossible ; perhaps it was four millions.

Macaulay assured me he had, from an authonty he could not
doubt, the following account of a short conversation that
two days ago, between the two rascals Carnot and Fouché. The
former, who is on a proscribed list, who are directed to reside
under the surveillance of the police, went to the office of the latter,
and said to him, ¢ Well, traitor, where do you desire that I
should dwell 7’—¢ Wherever you please, imbecile,” replied Fouché,
in the coolest manner, turning his head half round, as he answered
his old colleague. Macaulay says he is as certain of the truth of
this anecdote as if he had been present, as the person who told
it him had received the same account from both the parties on the
day that it occurred.

I went last night to the Théétre Frangais. Neither Talma, the
famous tragedian, nor Mademoiselle Mars, the comedian, have
acted since Buonaparte’s resignation. I asked a young Frenchman
the occasion of this. ¢ Why, sir,” he replied, ‘ the public expect
that great and favorite actors should have character, and that
they should display decided feeling and attachment. Now, both
these personages you mention were devoted to Buonaparte, and
it would be indecent in them to act immediately after his mis-
fortunes.” Talma’s period of displaying character had, it seems,
terminated to-day, and we went to see him in La Fosse's tragedy
of Manlius Capitolinus, the story of which has a near affinity to
that of Venice Preserved. I was much struck with pafts of his
acting, but I was never for a moment deluded. Perhaps the
style of French tragedies, which are in verse, is not calculated to
produce that effect. One of the female actresses, Mille Fleury 1
believe, recited well, and in a very pleasing manner.

I heard to-day an extraordinary anecdote, and from a quarter
that appears authentic—that it was proposed, as the army was

-
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advancing, to offer the crown of France to the Duke of Welling-

ton. This ‘extraordinary proposition was not only made, but dis-
cused for some time. Though it was rejected, its being enter-
tained for a moment was a remarkable fact.

At one o'clock we went to see the Empcror of Rusia. We

were introduced by Lord Cathcart. The Emperor was uncom-
monly civil. He said when I was introduced, “ What a remark-
able coincidence! A general officer of my eervice, who has been
fifteen years constantly employed on the Persian frontier, has this
moment left the room, having been introduced to me for the first
time.” He then asked me some questions about the country, &c.
When speaking generally, the Emperor spoke as if his sentiments
were 1 little changed. Of the French, “ C’est une nation terrible I
he exclaimed, and put his finger to his head with an action that
showed he deemed them as wild and extravagant as they are
avowedly faithless and wicked.

August 9. — Dined at the Duke of Wellington’s, and went
with him in a gig to Feydeau’s. He drives so fast through the
streets that I am astonished he has not been upset. We saw an
excellent opers, founded on the celebrated story of “Joconde.”
The music and acting equally good.

August 10.—I went to-day to visit La Bibliotheque du Roi,
and looked at the MSS. with Monsieur Langlés; some of the
ancient missals are very beautiful, and the collection is very
great. I saw the coins also, and examined those of Persia.

I find it impossible to make up my mind with regard to the
probable fate of this country. It depends in a great degree on
those who have conquered it to determine what power it is in

futare to poesess of injuring other nations, but its internal state
must be decided by the character of its internal administration.
The French, as far as I can judge, are not lessoned by what has
passed, nor do they appear to me capable of receiving a lesson.
The effect of the revolution, they say themselves, has been to
emancipate them from all prejudices, but with these all the other
ties by which they are bound have vanished. In place of a super-
dtitious worship, a powerful king, a nobility which, with all its
vices, was still ardent, and contained much that was respectable,
and a devoted and obedient army, they have infidelity, a royal
cypher, a set of upstart nobles with hardly any title to superior
regard but what is founded on successful villany, and a turbulent

YOL. 1I. I
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sarmy. But this is nothing to other evils; all minds are unsettled.
Many of them bave knowledge, but it is kmowledge which rests
upen no principle, and is guided by no rules. It wanders abroad,
and is more powerful to unhinge than to repair. It is unaccom-
panied either by faith or attachment. It believes in nothing, it
loves nothing. It is anxious to come at great results without
that exertion of patience and of labor by which they are to be
attained. In short, the waters are out, and the dykes swept away,
and no one-seems willing they should be rebuilt.

Buonaparte has established a military despotism, and I mistake
whether any other will suit France at this moment. If there is
an army it will commend, and no king can keep his throne who
has not one on: which he can depend. Louis, it is said, has dis-
missed his present army, but he will probably take many of them
back. It appears a dreadful sentence to proscribe a brave army ;
but the safety of this monarch and the tranquillity of this country
are gone, if he adopts any half-measures, any compromising policy.
He should quit Paris, and reside at Foutainebleau, or some other
place, where, sarrounded by loyal guards and by an army mmade
up of Vendéans and Bordelais, and other attached classes of his
people, he would be in safety. This army should be fed with the
spoil of the turbulent. The King should ses no bounds to his
kindness to those attached to him, and he should be at once
fearless and unforgiving in his conduct towards all who are his
enemies. He cannot conciliate with effect; and that popularity
i8 not only uncertain, but unuseful, which is courted, This Line
of conduct would outrage what is called public opinion by some
who believe themselves wise, and who think they find in the
mouth of a public declaimer or the page of a pamphlet the
sentiments of a nation ; but that is of no consequence, and all
other objects are comparatively trifling compared to that of tran-
quillising a disturbed state, for it is not till the waters have
returned to the channel, till the storm is over, that any benefi¢
can be derived from the experience of what is passed. I have no
fear of the people of France at this moment; they will not rise
upon abstract questions of government, and demagogues may talk
their lungs out before they can excite them into action. It is
the army which will, for a long time to come, give power to the
realm of France; and, if the King cannot form one on which he
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can depend, all his institutions and constitutions will only furnish
means for his averthraw.

August 14.—1 dined with Me. Mackenzie, who has long been
spublic charseter in this country; our party was delightful. It
wes a mixture of English and French. Among others, we had
Baron Humboldt, the celebrated traveller in America; Mansieur
Langlés, the orientalist; Monsienr Viscompte, the antiquarian;
ad Gerrard, the painter. The party was extremely pleasant. I
sad. between Homboldt and Germard; and after a glass or two of
wige, foand French enongh to recount as many anecdotes as any
of them. On some of my English friends expressing sarprise at
nyy facility, Humboldt explained the cause in a way not s Kitle

ing. “ A language may be spoken,” he said, “in a per
fectly intelligible manner by one man who has half the words of
another who cannot make himself understood; but the former
must have his head filled with ideas. It is these,” he added,
“which epable him to proceed. If he cammot explain it in one
way, he does it in another, and gets an ; while a better scholar
in the language is stopped because he has not words to state what
be has to say in the only way that hia more limited imagination
presents the subject.”
August 15.—1 went this moming to pay my respects to Baron
Humboldt, and saw s splendid copy of his work upom South
America. I never was more surprised than at this interview.
The Baron displayed attainments snd knowledge that quite as-
tonished me. He has no doubt received great aid in composing
his extraordinary work, and that credit has been exclusively given
0 him which belongs to many; but siill, admitting all that, suffi-
m&mmmstombhahhnnpmhonuoneof the first men in
Europe. Went in the evening to a concert at the Duke of Wel-
lington's, where we saw the Emperor of Russia, and several others.
Grassini sang delightfully.

August 16.—1 had a long visit from Baron Humboldt, whose
conversation is always instructive. He spoke with great kmow-
ledge upon the effect of acrial fires in vitrifying masses of stone,
and obeerved, with great justice, on the objeetions which had been
mised against the improbability of sush a phenomenon, that
t'entyyeamngothemnwonldhuwbeumateduanlm-
postor who had spoken of stones falling from the skies—a fact now

12



116 AFTER WATERLOO.

as well ascertained as the fall of hail. I it not possible thatcities
have been destroyed in this manner; and was it easy to resist the
conclusion that terror and belief would combine to work upon the
human minds that it was the immediate hand of God punishing
sinners ?

August 17.— Went in the morning to see Baron Humboldt,
with whom I am every day more astonished. He appears to have
done more to discover the secrets of nature than any former tre-
veller, and his power of communicating the knowledge is as won-
derful as the knowledge itself. Dined at the Cadran Bleu, and
went to a féte at Vaugirard—the fireworks very fine.

August 18.—Went to a magnificent ball given by the Duke
of Wellington in honor of the Knights of the Bath (Blucher,
&c., &c.—foreigners) who had been invested. The rooms were
crowded by the grandees and distinguished princes, generlly
ambassadors, of all Europe.

August 20—Went this morning, at eleven o'clock, to bresk-
fast with Monsieur Langlés, at La Bibliothéque, where I met
with very pleasant company. The first person I was introduced
to was the celebrated Volney. He is, what I should have sup-
posed from his writings, an enthusiastic theorist, or rather visionary,
with considerable genius, but, Zke the caste to which he belongs
preaching general philanthropy, but wrapped up in self. Theold
gentleman spoke at great length upon several subjects, but all
with reference to his own travels, his opinions, and his systems.
He is not very old, but the revolution, and the great events by
which it has been succeeded, have given age to all who are
concerned with it. He told us he had just invented a generl
alphabet, containing the sounds of the alphabet of all languages,
and that he proposed it should be used by the learned when
writing foreign letters. It had only, he observed, fifty-four letters,
and its use would, he was convinced, remove the difficulties thst
were now experienced in writing oriental names, and many others.
He appealed to me on several names, of which we made an expe-
riment. Monsieur Walckenaer (a very sensible, pleasant man,
who, among other accomplishments, speaks English perfectly)
the celebrated geographer, who happened to be of the party, ex-
pressed some doubts, which put Volney into a great rage. He
spoke a good deal of Buonaparte, from whom he described himself
as inseparable while the former was First Consul. He said that
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he one day found Buonaparte, who then lived in the Luxembourg,
destroying a beautiful inlaid table with a koife. He asked him
one day why he did so. “I abhor these fine things,” was the
reply. Volney called the ex-Emperor a mas-Aater, but that was
probably because he hated Monsieur le Comte Volney, whom he
bad no doubt found a bore. At Malmaison, several of the chairs
are cat by Buonaparte’s knife, but that was evidently from impa-
tience and a bad habit.

Dined with the Duke of Wellington: a large party; and we
had charming music in the evening, with Grassini in great force.

August 21.—Allan left me this morning to return to England.
He is an excellent and a delightful companion: his head is very
good, and his heart one of the warmest and best in the world. This
phrase is not extravagant applied to him; at least I can affirm I
never met a man with a better. I went this morning, with Mac-
kenzie and Walter Scott, to Gerrard, the famous painter. He
was unwell; but Madame, who is a short, embonpoint, pleasant-

looking, moon-faced damsel, showed us his painting-room, which
contains pictures of all the great men of the day. The likenesses
are good, and the coloring not bad, but there is a good deal of
wood in them. The shades do not blend with that softness that
belongs to the ancient masters. Dined with the Duke at a feast
given to celebrate the Battle of Vimeira.

August 22.—Pulteny went this morning, and I am alone. I
have now no fixed compagnon de voyage, but do as I like as to
dinner, &c.

August 23.—1I was surprised to hear this morning from some
French friends that a violent memorial, drawn out by Fouché,
was circulating through Paris. I could not obtain a sight of

it, but it is, as represented to me, an inflammatory appesal to
Frenchmen against the oppression, delays, and injustice of the
Allies. It is addressed to the King, and consequently, if not fol~
lowed by Fouché's resignation (which is improbable), we may
conclude it is a paper of which the King approves. The person
who repeated the substance of it to me is violent, and may have
exaggerated its contents. He added to it some comments he
made upon this paper, that if Louis were to escape from Paris,
join the army of La Vendée, and summon all France to his
standard, they might treat for peace, or make war in a less dis-
graceful manner; he would be adored, and have a better chance
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of the throne of his ancestors than any other measures oould give
him. The fact is, it is difficult to say exactly what this subdued
and divided country can do; but delays in political settlements st
this moment are to be deprecated. They should know their sea-
tence, which God knows I have no desire should be a mild one.
We are also going on doing great acts of justice & la mode that
appears like pillage, and is as insulting to the King of France as
it is gratifying to his enemies, whom it furnishes with the power
of misleading and irritating the people. All this might have been
avoided by the promulgation of a declaration, or, regarding the
principles on which we acted, in restoring to every nation thoe
works of art which Napoleon plundered. And Louis, no doub,
would bave issued an ordinance to the same effect. If he
objected, it was of no consequence; the circulation of the othe
would have answered the object.

August 24.—1 this morning paid a long visit to Monsiear
"Walckenaer, the celebrated geographer, and was delighted to fird
.our labors in Persia had furnished him with such ample materish
Monsieur W' is laboring on ancient geography, and I can have 10
doubt, from what he showed me, that his work, when it appeat,
will far exceed D’Anville, &c., &c. He asserts, and there appess
no doubt to me of the fact, that he has discovered the true mes
surements of the ancients; and from the comparisons drawa
between the distances laid down in their best itineraries and the
results of our best surveys, both in Europe and Asis, it appes®
they were much more correct than has been hitherto thought
Monsieur W. has frzed the site of almost all the ancient cities by
measurements, and it is ' great point in his favor that thest
results are all taken from maps with the construction of which
Monsieur W. has no concern. Dined at the Cadran Bleu with
Lord Powis and Mr. Clive. We had ‘an elegant -dinner, god
wine, &c., for 15 fr. a head. .

August 25.—This was what Frenchmen call la f¥te du Ro.
All were dressed in their best attire, and they had a holidsy.
The theatres were opened gratis, and filled with the canaile. I
traversed the gardens of the Tuileries in the evening. Ther
appeared in the well-dressed mob I met there no symptoms of di*
affection or turbulence, but their moderated joy appeared to pro-
ceed from the candles being lighted, rather than from any feeling®
of loyalty. Soldiers paraded up and down different parts of e
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garden, who were evidently meant $o suppress the alightest
tumalt. I met Walter Soott, with whem I afterwards went so
see a woman of thirty-four, seven feet high, and a girl of ten, nine
feet round. .

August 31.—Went this evening to see Monsieur Chunzy,
and found him among his oriental MS§, He was translating a
Sanscrit MS., and told me it was his intention o publish an
abstract of the contents of the Ramayan. He appears an indus-

trious man.

" 1 dined with the Duke of Wellington, and had a long and
interesting conwersation on the state of France. He thinks, and
I am of this opinion, that the King has a good chance of main-
taining his throne. But I was glad to find him satisfied with the
policy, and, indeed, the necessity, of quitting Paris, where he
is exposed to have his actions hourly pronounced upon by a licen-
tious and unsettled rabble, and where he is in danger of being the
sacrifice of a sudden impulse of treason. Envy of his government
might involve this city im the crime of his murder, without
having five thousand of its inhabitants in favor of such an act.
The Duke, I was glad to find, had no dreams about the causes of
the late revolution. It began with riots in Paris, brought about
by the money of Orleans and the dreams of Philosophers, and
aided by the weakness of an embarrassed Government. The
mania spread. The people everywhere rose to get rid of the
powers by which they were governed. The authorities every-
where took alarm, and a great part of the degenerate and dissi-
pated nobility fled in all directions from the country. A few of
the boldest villains seized the Roi, and by introducing a national
uniform and cockade (1791) gave a substance and form (the first
it had) to the great change. After that, Force in its most terrible
shape was the engine. A subordinate assembly existed in every
cty, which acted under the orders of the parent at Paris. Tts
means were confiscations, resignations, and conscriptions. Its
servant was the guillotine. When this assembly was suspected,
a Commission from the capital was sent t0 apply the instrument to
it by which it managed others. Since this period to the present,
Force alone has managed France. There has been no movement
whatever of the people; and the public voice, as it is called, has
perhaps, for the last twenty years, had less influence in France
than any country in the world.
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I heard to-day that Fouché was tottering in his scat. A
member of the Chamber of Deputies must, as & qualification,
have at least a clear rent of 15,000 fr. from land and houses, and
he must be above forty years. An elector must have about 5000 fr.,
and be twenty-five years of age. The King names the pres-
dent of the election, whaq regulates the mode, and who, through the
power he possesses, in a great degree can influence the elections.
He addresses them, treats them, conciliates some and frightens
others. The princes of the blood and the most distinguished
of the King’s friends are the presidents. The great difficulty in
organising the army is in repaying the officers. The King gave
half-pay to 40,000 last year. This year, the numbers are sill
greater. I heard to-day a good anecdote of the famous actor Le
Kain. He was, when shooting, stopped by the gamekeeper, and
asked, “ De quel droit chassez-vous ici ¥’ He answered out of
a tragedy,

“Du droit qu’un esprit vaste et ferme en ses desseins
A sur l'esprit grossier des vulgaires humains.”

September 1.—1 sat this morning three hours with Monsieur
Langlés, and was introduced to Monsieur Henri, who he proposes
should translate my history. We are to have another consultation
on Monday. I saw a gentleman at Monsieur Langlés’ who wa
carrying two small pieces of sculpture upon crystal to show the
Emperor of Russia. They were about five inches long, and four
broad. The sculpture was a crowd of figures, and the scene repre-
sented was from Holy Writ. I never saw anything so exquisitely
done. He told me they had been finished in the beginning of the
fifteenth century, and were, he believed, unique. Dined with
Walter Scott, and supped with a pleasant party at a restauratesr’.

September 2.—Saw this morning a review of nineteen 5qué"
drpns (1700 sabres) of the Life Guards and Blues, and was de
lighted to see that both John Bull and his horse had more sub-
stance than any of the foreign cavalry. There are at present
reviews every day, and the Emperor of Russia and the King of
Prussia hardly permit a guard to mount without their presecoce-
The day before yesterday some Russians and Prussians were 0ut
together. They fought a sham battle, in which the Prussians wer
commanded by Alexander, and the Russians by the King of
Prussia. After some manceuvres, and complimenting each other
the affair finished, and they shook hands, talked, laughed, and
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scemed delighted with the exhibition. There was more of
koghter than of admiration at this royal game of soldiers. Kings
who live with their armies, and have a disciplined public, may
render themselves more familiar to the gaze than others can; bat
they should ever have strong personal character to carry them
through, otherwise the practice is pregnant with mischief. A
king should be great that ventures to appear small.”

In speaking with an iutelligent Frenchman respecting the new
Asembly, he said that the majority are decidedly firm—the
electors having been completely influenced by the presidents; but
then, it is decidedly a party election. That, however, cannot be
helped. Marshal Moncy has declined sitting as President of the
Military Council appointed to try Ney. He has been in conse-
quence destitué, and imprisoned for three months; but he should
be deprived of his fortune as well as his station. He, however,
acted a more manly part than Massena, who, to excuse himself
from the same office, pleaded ill health, which is permitted by
law. Another (whose name I forget) has done the same. This
is, in fact, a mutiny among the Marshals, and should be treated
a8 such. Every man who refuses to do his duty should be dis-
missed, banished, and have his cstates confiscated. It is the
abundance of their ill-gotten wealth that makes them despise the
slight punishment of losing their station.

September 3.—Dined with the Duke of Wellington, who spoke
with great affection of Colonel Gordon, his late aide-de-camp.
He said he had been long with him, and his manly qualities had
attached him very much. He said that Gordon had during the
action, two or three times (when he was using his glass), led his
borse out of the severe fire to which he was exposed, and showed
throughout the day a great solicitude to preserve his (the Duke’s)
life. “When I was at supper at the village of Waterloo,” said the
Duke, “ he was brought in, and I thought, as he had only lost his
leg, we should save him. I went to see him, and said I was sorry
he was 50 severely wounded, at the same time taking hold of his
hand.: ¢ Thank God you are safe,’ was his reply. I then said, 1
have no doubt, Gordon, you will do well.” He raised himself, and
then fell back in the manner that indicated his being com-
pletely exhausted. Poor fellow,” the Duke added, ** he probably
felt there was no chance. He died next morning at eight.” We
had a concert, with Grassini in great force. She is a sweet
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singer, and a perfect actress. Her temper and manners are of
accord, and I cannot conceive a more pleasant person; and, for
forty-five, she looks wonderful.

4.—Went early this moming to the plain beyond
the ‘Champ de Mars, to a review of ten or twelve thousand Prus-
sians. They are very fine troops, and went through a number of
manceuvres. The Lancers. made a besutiful appearance, with the
small flags on the lances. In manceuvring, the infantry almost
always advanced im.column. I asked the Duke what he thonght
of that favorite formation of the French. He said, “It was s
child of the Revolution, and excellent when there were a fow
good troops and & number of bad; but, for himself, he alwsys
fought in line, which he conceived a great advantage.”

We were speaking of the Emperor of Russia, and he agresd
with me that his situation wes most extraordinary, hawing s
military condition distinct from that of empexor, which he cor-
siders chiefly as a compliment to his army, gives him the influence
of a military monarch. The Duke, spesking of Alexander’s ch-
racter, said he had been imbued with all virtues; but he had
learnt artifice also, and his mind, which was weak, preferred the
latter. “ All questions were decided by him with reference #
my means; he had an insatiable desire of interfering everywhere, .
even in Spanish affairs.”

This day I dined with Mackenzie. Among others, I met at his
house General Harinof, an Hungarian, a pleasant man with the
air of an Austrian soldier, and the grimace of & Frenchman. He
hates the French and the Russians, but seems to like the Prussiams.
He told us some good anecdotes of the youth of Blucher, who, he
said, was a man of enormous strength. He said he once know
him, when borrowing from a Jew to supply his passion for
gaming, take hold of the little Israelite by the collar, and hold
him at arm’s length out of a high window. The Hungarisn
general, whom I met at Mackenzie’s, told me his countrymen
were chiefly Calvinists, and that they continued very religious
He said every soldier in his corps was familiar with the name of
Wellington, and spoke constantly of his victories; but their pride
in him originated in his being a Protestant, and to that, more then
all his talents, they ascribed his success.

- I had a long visit this morning from Monsieur Henri, who
wishes to translate my work ; and Monsieur Bertrand, a bookselles,
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who wishes to print it. I was sorry to hear from them that in
the centre of France some unhappy scemes had taken place, and
more were Likely to -occur between the Roman Catholics and
Protestants. This i8 mot, Monsieur H. informed me, from reh-
gious feeling, but from the yoalousy which exists between the two
clames, and a belief, real or pretended, that the Protestants are all

B
September 5.—This day was passed in preparation for my trip
to the Plaine des Vertus, to see the review of the Russians. 1 have
sent an old French soldier with my cabriolet to Meaux, snd pro-
ceed at seven to-morrow in the diligence to join him. I expect
on she 7th to join my friend Count Woronzoff, at his head-quar-
ters at Bierges. I took leave of my friend Walter Soott to-day,
Pringle, &c., as they are returning towsrds their home. My mi-
nisture is finished; it i8 a fine painting, and though I am a listle
too thoughtful, T hope it will please the person for whom it is in-
tended. If it does, the object is fulfilled.
September 6.—1 left Paris at seven o'clock in the morning. . . .
September 9.—Slept sound last night on some dry straw. Went
this morning to ‘Chéloms. . . . .. . To-day I was surprised to
meet Sir James Wylie, a Scotchmun, who has risen by reguler
degrees 10 be at the head of the medical department of Russia, as
well as chief physician to the Emperor. He guve me his history
in a few words. He was an élve of Cullam and Gregory, and
went to Russia, where he eommenced his career by being‘mrgem
to a battalion, from which he became surgeon to a Tegrment, a
division, a corps, an army; then the favorite physician of Paul,
whom he embalmed. He succeeded to equal favor with the pre-
sent Emperor, who has nominated him President of the Acadenry,
md given him the sole direction of all his military medical
establishment. Count Woronzoff gave testimony to its excel-
lence, and ascribed, as did several Russian generals who were
Present, the great progress that had been made in its improvement
to Sir James. He told me the plan he had got the Emperor to
adopt. No students were admitted into the medical clase undot
eighteen or over twenty-four. Certain attainments, o &
knowledge of Latin, were required; and before they were sent to
the army they were completely educated as physicians as well.u
surgeons. Sir J. W. is an English baronet, and is covered with
foreign orders, having two of Ruseia and one from every con-
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tinental court. He has the rank of general, is at the head of the
Academy, is inspector-general, physican-general to the forces,
and first physican to the Emperor. He cut off Moreau's legs,
and said he would have lived if he had not been moved. He
seemed quite delighted to meet @ Scotchman, and complained bit-
terly, as all the Russians do, of allowing our officers to fight
against them. I can never think of poor Christie’s fate with
patience.

I have had a good deal of conversation with Prince Lubanoff,
who has the second or third fortune in Russia, having 33,000
peasants, almost 40,000/ per annum. He says the Emperor
must give them a constitution; and I find Count Woronzoff
thinks something must be done to ameliorate the internal govern-
ment. Russia has now a million of men; two-thirds of theseat
peace take leave and go to their homes, from whence they only
return on war. They have hardly any pay. They speak a good
deal of Persia, and the facility of an Indian invasion. This the
Count treats as nonsense; but he seems persuaded no continentsl
power could stand against Russia a moment. Never was an army,
he says, in which there was so much brotherhood and so little
jealousy. It is formed of corps, divisions, and regiments, cavalry
and infantry. A corps is two divisions; a division six regiments,
two battalions each, and one battalion in Russia. The regiment is
850 strong, and 50 supernumeraries each company. This makes
an infantry division about 12,000, a cavalry 5000. I was astonished
at the health of the Russian army in France. Sir J. Wylie
assured me that he had returns to prove that out of 200,000
there were hardly more than 1000 sick. He appealed to Woron-
zoff, who affirmed that in his division, which was full 10,000,
he had only 33 men on the sick list, and had only lost one man
by death; and only 38 men died in August of the whole Russian
army in France in the last month.

September 10.—I saw the grand review this morning. Never
was sight more splendid. There were 152,000 men under arms,
of which 25,000 were cavalry, and 538 pieces of field artillery.
The infantry divisions, amounting to about 10,000 each, were
drawn up in three lines, with their artillery. Three companies of
36 guns on their flanks, the cavalry in the rear and on the flanks,
and the fine park of horse-artillery was on the right. The whole
army was drawn up on the plain to the east of Montmorency, 0B
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which the Emperors of Russia and Austria, the Duke of Wel-
lington, and all the great chiefs and generals stood. The whole of
this part of the hill had been railed, and a little below it a con-
siderable spot had been cleared and covered with benches for the
sccommodation of lady-spectators. At a little before nine a signal
cannon was fired from the spot where the Emperor stood to give
his orders. I should mention that Alexander had his sword

drawn, and commenced by saluting his Brother of Awstria, to

whom I heard him explain, with great clearness and vivacity, the

name and position of every corps of his vast army. The first
signal was to call the attention; at the second, every cannon in the
army opened a fire, and the effect was very fine. When this was
over, a third gun from the mountain was the signal for the
whole to form close columns of regiments and battalions. The
eye took in the whole, and the manceuvre was beautiful. The

moment it was executed another signal-gun was fired, and the

whole of the infantry (130,000) formed one immense square of
colomns of corps. The horse-artillery formed in two lines on

their right, and the cavalry in columns of regiments formed a line,

or rather one face of a square, in the rear. When they were in

this position, the Emperor, with his staff and an immense train of
visitors, rode round the whole at a hand-gallop. The distance

‘was probably zen miles. After this hurried review another signal

was fired. Several of the corps took new positions. The Emperor

and his train occupied a place near the centre of the square, and

the whole army passed in review in columns of companics

and squadrone.

It was here we saw the whole Russian army in France, and it
must be confessed that the material is ezcellent, and practice and
care together have brought it to a perfection of discipline. There
was nothing hid, and the élite of the army, the Imperial Guard,
was not present. But there cannot be a better description of men,
as far as bodily frame is in question, than those that form this
army.  After the whole had passed, a signal was fired to re-form
the original lines, which they did with admirable precision. The
distances were taken up with as much exactitude as you would
expect from a brigade of the best-disciplined troops. I could not
but remark, as they were performing this manceuvre, the fine
style in which their solid columns advanced, with a firm, but free
and rapid step. I hardly think our own troops step out detter,



126 AFTER WATERLOQ:

and certainly neither the Prussians nor Austrians have anythisg
like this step.

Afterthey were in their original pesitions, a signal-gunwas fired,
and a fire of cannon and musketry opened from. the whole army.
This tremendous fire.continued nearlya quarterof an hour. Nothing
could be grander, and to those wha were not military amatewrs, it
waa by far the finest part of the review. Afterit was over, asignal
was fired, and the whole broke into divisions and returned to their
lines. Woronzoff told me we had seen, as nearly as could be, the
third of the disposable force of the Russian line, excepting the
Guards, 35,000, and. the Coseacks, from 60,000 ta 100,000.

‘Woronzoff dined with the Emperor; I dined with a large party
in his barn.. Among others, were the three genemls of his div-
sion. We actually got tipsy over the feats of the day by toasting
the Army, the Emperor, Wellington, and Woronzoff, in tumbler-
fuls of fine champagne.

The Russian army has been revolutionised, like everything else,
within the last ten years, and to that it owes much of its condition.
The Emperor promotes at pleasure, and every brilliant action is
rewarded with a step. There are many lieutenant-generals little
more than thirty, and they are evidently of a very different
school to the old hands with whom they are mixed. They have
in the Russian army some enlarged and sensible men, but I suspect
in genernl their knowledge is very limited. General Lissanwitch,
who has been much in Persia, and who has been stationed on the
frontier for more than twenty years, had a confused idea that
India was governed by a Company; he explained to the company
and to me their greatness, and finished by proposing the health of
The Company of Ostend. The knowledge he displayed was ad-
mired, and the toast drunk. I was the first to join, for I had just
been kissed all round as s worthy member of the 2nd division of
the 5th corps d'armée, and I would not for a million have sinned
against discipline by exposing the ignorance of one of our generals.

General Gourieff, who belongs to the division, told me he was
made a major-general in the line at once for having led 4000
militia against the French when on their retreat, and having
fought several skirmishes with success. I was pressed over the
bottle, when I gave the health of the Russian army, to say what I
thought of it. I said it was as good in point of discipline as a8
army could be; that it was, now the French Empire was broken,
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the greatest i the world, and that when we considered the
cauges that had led. to its arrival at its present state, noshing could
bemare formed ; but I added, “ Whan I cansider the principles upen
which it is formed, the nature of the wars in which it has been
employed, and the character of the Russian nation, I am satisfied
# is enly great.and powerful for good and noble objects, and that
if any delinum ever led to that fever which had been the defence
of Europe being employed for opposite forees, it would soon lose
ita present character.” My speech, which was given in French,
with all the fluency that a bottle and a half of champagne could
mepire, was recexved with enthusiasm, and every one pnesent de-
elared his full eamcidence in. my sentiments.

The state of Russia at this moment is wery curious. The Em-
pexor, who has been absent nearly four years from his country, is
cansidered by all ranks as pledged to ameliorate the internal
sdministration of the Government. In short, they expect that
law will confirm much of that liberty and security which they
have long prachically enjoyed, but which is not secured by the
slightest law, for the Emperor, according to the theory of the Go-
Yernment, is as complete a despot as the King of Persia. In the
army their appears as much liberty of speech, and as free a spint,
ss in the English. The soldiers appear to be treated both with
kindnes and familierity. It is deemed essential to attach them
to the commander; but I am told the task is not easy, for though
as sulky as passible if harshly treated, they are prone to presume
upon extreme indulgence. The last eight years of constant service
bhes made this army what it ia. They are complete soldiers. I
wasdelighted to see their bivouac the day afder they cams. Every
man had some shelter, but their temporary cover was in exact
line, and what pleased me most was the post with a well-thatched
cap in front of each company for the arms.

The army, as I have said before, consists of regiments of three
battalions of eight hundred and fifty, six companies in a regiment.
There are two battalians of the regiment on service and one in

Rugia. When the regiment pooceeds on service there are gene-
nlly fifty men in each company unarmed to fill vacancies. These
have been armed this last year.

There are in a division of infantry six regiments, i. a. twelve
battalions, which are divided into three brigades of four baita-
Lions each, with thirty-six pieces of cannon and. three companies
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of artillery. There are generally two divisions of infantry and
one of cavalry (six regiments), about five thousand men, in &
corps d'armée. The Russian soldier has not more than nine shil
lings per annum. He has rations of bread that enable him to live.
The Russian soldier makes his own clothes, shoes, &c.; the
colonel merely receives cloth and leather. A junior commissioned
officer in the Russian army has about twelve pounds per annum,
and must provide his dress. They are of course a constant charge
upon their parents, and this is one mode in which they contribute
to Government.

The horses of the Russian artillery are small, that is, short, but
of great strength and spirit. The colonel of the corps is only
allowed fifty francs, about two pounds ten shillings, for a servant.
Five pounds is the purchase-money allowed for a horse for the
heavy cavalry. The Russian artillery is very pretty, and Count
W. assures me it is excellent. He speaks with rapture of
their small tumbrils on two wheels, drawn by three horses
abreast. Their largest guns are a species of cohorn, that throw
shell as well as shot; they carry twenty-four pounders. They ap-
pear to me the worst part of their equipment, as they are neither
one thing nor another.

General Waynof, an officer of high reputation, who commanded
one of the corps on the Berezina, end is now living with us ¢
Woronzoff's, gave me some extraordinary anecdotes of Suwaro¥.
I remarked that that extraordinary man was always playing the
monkey. “Itis very true,” hesaid, “ butit was neither from wesk-
ness nor from habit. Every trick had a meaning, and such was his
talent that he never failed of effect.” As to the Russian soldiers,
he said he knew every feeling, and could distinguish to a nicety
at any moment the manner in which they were to be addressed.
« I remember,” said the General, “ on one occasion, when the ad-
vance were put to the rout by a sudden and violent attack of the
Turks, and the confusion seemed insuperable, Suwarow threw
himself upon the ground in the direction the soldiers were
coming. They endeavoured to raise him, and entreated he would
save himself; but he was deaf to their entreaties. ¢ Run, ssid he
to them, ¢ my children, and save your lives. These fellows wan
to cut off old Suwarow’s head. Let them; your general is quite
content, so that you are safe.’ Shame, affection, and indignation
took possession of their minds. They entreated him to rise and
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lead them against the enemy that they might recover their repu-
tation. He was on his feet in a moment, hurrahed on his Rus-
sians, the Turks were driven back with terrible slaughter, and
Suwarow skipped about with joy, kissing and hugging the run-
aways that he had rallied and led to victory.”

The Austrian system has been to render soldiers machines, and
I believe the army of that state, though one of the finest in appear-
ance, is in fact one of the worst in Europe.

September 11.—Went this morning to a mountain near Vertus
and saw the whole Russian army dtawn up on the west side of it
to attend divine service, and to celebrate the day of St. Alex-
ander, which, from his bearing the same name, is termed the day
of their Emperor. The infantry were without arms, and the
cavalry dismounted. There were no cannon. The absence of these
equipments made them occupy much less space, and nothing could
be more beautiful than to see them form seven solid masses
of 24,000 men each, and march to squares, marked out by seven
tents that were fitted up as churches for the.occasion. Round
these they formed the three sides of a square in columns of double
battalions, and the service commenced.

I was at the church of the Emperor, where, as in the others,
service was performed as in the Greek Church. The tent, or
rather fly, was open in every direction, where a kind of stage
was formed, part of which was enclosed with a painted wooden

scene that had a folding-door in the centre and a small door on
the right. The papas, or priests, who were five or six in number,
were habited in the richest robes of satin and gold. Their hair
was loose and flowing; some of them had their heads bare, while
others were in general covered with a small round cap. The ser-
vice was performed by all. Sometimes they chanted, and the re-
sponses were always sung by two bands of choristers that stood on
cach side of the tent, who appeared to be composed of all classes—
choristers, soldiers, musicians, and drummers. The papas were at
one moment behind the scene, at another the folding-door opened
and three or four came out. Sometimes the papa on the outside
chanted a prayer, and a hollow voice from within answered.
Once or twice one of the priests scattered incense, at another time
he proceeded with a cross to the end of the tent, and once to some

YOL. II. K
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distanee on the platform. One or two anthems were sung by the
choristers. In short, I never saw more mummery, but I never
saw a Beene more imposing; the oceasion, the congregation,
everything conspired to give it effect, and I left the scene to pro-
ceed on my route to Paris, satisfied of one fact, that, however
mistaken the mode might be,.man was always exalted when he
was addressing his Creator.

On the following day Malcolm set out on his return to
Paris. At an hotel on the road he met two Polish
officers, with whom he fell into conversation :

I stopped at the inn to take breakfast, but at the earnest re-
quest of two strangers, one of whom was Prince Sulkawski, and
the other Count [ ], I stayed to partake of an early dinner.
They were, I found, two Polish noblemen, who had come with
five others, on the part of the Polish army, to congratulate the
Emperor of Russia (their present sovereign) on his success. The
Prince told me he was an aide-de-camp-general of the Emperor,
as he had been of Napoleon as long as the latter was protector
of Poland. The Count was a very sensible man. He had travelled
much, and had visited every part of England. He said that part of
Poland which had fallen to Russia was satisfied, because the people
reposed the greatest confidence in Alexander’s character. * We
have,” says he, “a national army; we have a separate language;
we are to preserve our laws and usages, and we are promised no
Russian shall ever hold public employ in Poland. Certainly,” he
added, ‘‘ we have only personal security for all this, but we are
satisfied that it is the best personal security in the world; and in
our situation nothing could be better, for all ranks are now satis-
fied that Napoleon never would have kept his promises, and that
we should have had the usual progress of bemg first, his dupes;
secondly, his instruments; and lastly, his slaves.”

The Poles are fine soldnera, and showed great activity and valor
in the campaign in Russia. They are a very different people from
the Russians. The latter are a remarkable race. Buonaparte
showed little knowledge when he wanted them to rise, because
they were slaves to their lords. He should have known that they
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were in that state of ignorance that they could not understand
him. Besides, they are attached to their superiors, who, even
when they are soldiers, are obliged to court them. I went through
his division yith Woronzoff. He said to every company as he
pamed, “ How do you do, my children 7’ ¢ Very well” was the
kind of hurrah reply. The Emperor paid each of his columns the
mme attentions after the ceremony of the 11th.

The Russian peasants, though belonging to the soil and in a
state of vassalage, are not slaves in a degraded state. They are
vamals ; and though a few inhabitants of great cities may mgh
over their situation, the great majority, ignorant of any other
condition than that vassalage in which they were born, glory in
their dependence on families to whom they have an hereditary
sttachment. They must be half instructed before they can be
revolutionised, but their condition makes it a great danger to
the sovereign and nobles to attempt any very radical reform of the
government of Russia. Count Woronzoff tells me that though
the Russians are religious, they are not bigots. The peasantry in-
vanably followed their lords; and as one great fact in proof of this,
I may mention my friend General [ ], a very fine young man in
Woronzoff ’s division, who, at the head of a hastily-formed militia
of four thousand, gained considerable advantages over the French
forces. The Emperor made him a major-general at once, and
sent him an order to recommend forty-five of the most distinguished
persons of his corps, to whom commissions were given in the

army.

Septmbcz 13.—Pasmed in paying visits. Met Ellis, who had
come express for the review, but was too late; and dined at the
Duke’s.

September 14.— W ent to see Barons Denon and Humboldt, and
Mr. Langlés; stayed with the latter several hours, examining MSS.
Among others, I saw some original letters from Henry VIIL to
Amne Boleyn.

16.—I went yesterday from a very warm box at
Catalani’s theatre to Tivoli, and caught a most severe cold, which
eonfined me all day to the house. Flogging scholars is forbid in
France since the Revolution. .
September 17.—I went yesterday to the workshop of M. Gais
X2
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to sce his statues. The “ Horatii Starting for the Combat” is, in
my opinion (but I am no judge), one of the finest pieces of modem
sculpture that I have seen: the stern resolution of the elder
brother—his matured nerve—his eagerness for the combat; the
fine, manly, and open countenance of the second—the animation
which is kindled in his features at the speech of the elder, whose
head is turned to address him; and the soft but noble beauty of
the third, who is represented quite a youth, and as half dragged
by the elder, but whose reluctance, from the tender sentiment
that is given to his countenance, sppears evidently to be only
excited by love. He appears all martial in his form and look,
but unwilling to slay the brother of his beloved, even in the cause
of his country. The patriot has not overcome the lover. )

The figures are large life. This piece of sculpture is it
plaster of Paris. It gained the first prize, 4000 francs, and had
Napoleon continued, it was to have been finished in marble, which
M. Gais told me would take him five years' constant labor, and
cost between 50,000 and 60,000 francs. ¢ If I had money,” e
added, “I would do it myself; but I have none.” He asked
my opinion about exhibiting his Horatii in England. I sidl
thought it would answer. He took me into his workshop, where
he is employed on an immense work—The Descent from the
Cross.” The cross will be about twelve or fourteen feet high, and
there are five figures in large life; the two lower ones, who are
supporting the lacerated body of Jesus, are almost finished. The
work, which is in plaster of Paris, will be complete, M. Gais.
informs me, in a twelvemonth. It is a subject which, though
exhausted by the finest painters, has never been attempted by
the chisel,—at least so M. Guais told me.

September 18.—I was yesterday confined with a severe cold,
for which I was obliged to be bled for the first time in my life.
It made me sick even to being faint, and I could not help laugh-
ing, unwell as I felt, at the spectacle of a military surgeon
sprinkling water over my face, as if I had been a delicate young
iady. Ialmost entirely finished the perusal of Le Franc Parleur,
a continuation of L'Hermite de la Chaussée d' Antin. ‘This work,
which is in imitation of the Spectator, Tatler, &., is very amusing
«and instructive. It gives an excellent picture of Paris in 1814,
and the author appears fully equal to the arduous and delicate
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task he has undertaken of censuring without offending, of teaching
men to smile at their own follies. It is quite a chaste work, and
may, from the excellence of its style and the mixed wit and
judgment that are displayed, be recommended to every class of
readers. Nor will the most fastidious be disgusted by one
improper sentiment. On the contrary, his great object appears to
be to ridicule the follies and improve the morals of his coun-
trymen.

The people in the time of the Republic came often into the
Biblioth¢que de Roi, but Langlés says they never meant to
destroy it. They were angry at the royal arms on the books,
and many desired these aristocratic marks should be taken off.

I dined at the Duke of Wellington's, where we had a large and
very pleasant party.

September 21.—Rode out six miles on the road to Fontainebleau
to a review of four regiments of Austrian cavalry, two regiments
of cuirassiers, one of Hungarian hussars, and one of Polish lancers.
This small force manceuvred a good deal, and appeared in good
order. I had a good deal of conversation with the Duke. He
smid (and with truth), * Nothing is so difficult to manage as
cavalry. They slip through your hands,” he added, * whether
you advance or retreat rapidly. Charges should be made,” he
concluded, * with reserves, or misfortune is always certain.”
Speaking of Fouché’s reputation, he said ‘“he was satisfied we
had in England both overrated the talent and the roguery of the
leading men of France.” I agree perfectly as to the first. I told
him the quiet manner in which Fouché had been turned out, and
the diminution of character that had been the consequence of his
accepting officc was the best proof of the wisdom of the policy
that had allowed him to have employment rather than hazard the
evil that he might have done if he had deemed his fortunes-
desperate. * When the armies advanced to Paris,” the Duke told

me, % the French Government were in a rage about the Louvre. We
had, by insisting on the restoration of the pictures which Buo-
naparte had taken, broken the article of the Convention of Paris
which stipulated that no property was to be touched; but these
gentlemen,” he added, * forget they brought forward an article to
fave the museums, which was rejected by the Prussians. They
brought forward another, excepting the property of the Prussians,
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which was rejected by me on account of the other allied powers.
I told them they had better await the decision of the sovereigns.
These have decided against them.”

.22.—Went to the English review, and never was
more delighted. There were fifty-one thousand men under arms,
more than forty thousand of whom were British infantry; and,
after all, there ig more stuff and life in them than all the rest put
together. The battle of Salamanca was fought over again. No-
thing could be more beautiful than the formation of the line and
reserves, and the manner in which the army advanced extorted
the loudest admiration of all the foreigners. The Emperor of
Russia called to his generals to look from the right to the left of
the line and see the style in which it marched. Woronzoff said
to me, “ This is an operation in which you beat us all.” I forgot
to mention among my Russian friends the Prince Mentzikoff, one
of the Emperor’s aides-decamp. He is the grandson and repre-
sentative of the famous Minister, and consequently the nephew of
Marie.

September 23.—Saw the Duke for an hour and a half. He
complains, and with reason, of some in England; but the treat-
ment he receives, and will continue to receive, is the consequence
of his greatness.

Here the Paris journal closes. The family letters
written at this time were many; but they differ little
from the diary. A few passages, however, may be
gleaned from them :

August 12.—The Duke lent me a fine charger for a review two
days ago. I put him in the stables near my rooms and forgot
him. Twenty-four hours afterwards, he was missed at the Duke’s,
who swore that my bad French had lost him the best horse he
ever had. Colin Campbell was despatched to me, and lo! the
charger was in the stable. The Duke puts on a plain coat
every night, and goes to the theatre, &c., incog. To give you an
idea of the mode, he kept me the other night talking till every
one had gone away. He then proposed that I should go in his
buggy to the Théitre Feydeau. I went. The buggy was old but
stout. He had an English horse, which trotted at such a rate that




GREATNESS OF WELLINGTON'S CHARACTER. 135

we were nearly mnning against.a dozen oarriages and horses. We
got there safe, to my great sarprise.

August 19.—Walter Soott is here. I took him to the Duke,
who has been very attentive to him. He wrote me to bring him
to dinner to-day, and that he would make a party to meet him.*
The poet is happy.

August 27.—1 have just reesived your letters of the 14th and
18th, from Burnfoot. Every line you have written me from that
place hasdelighted me. I know you incapable of concealing a
feeling, much less of pretending one, and I am delighted with the
acquaintance you have made with scenes that ever have been and
ever will be dear to me; and tell my darling Minny and George
that I love them better because they love Burnfoot.

September 1.—1 dined yesterday with the Duke, and had him
in great feather for two or three hours by myself. He is now dis-
playing his character in what I deem the finest point of view. He
was at the summit of fame; and as they chose, instead of employ-
ing him to settle affairs, to send Lord Castlereagh, he might well
have stepped aside, and said, “I would rather confine myself to
my military duties;” for it must be as evident to himself as to
others that by lending his name to the negotiations he may, as far
as he values popularity in England, do himself a world of injury,
and can derive no additional reputation ; for the utmost that can
be said is that he assisted Lord Castlereagh. When the negotia-
tions are attacked, the Ministers will defend themselves with his
name as with a shield. Of all this there can be. no doubt he is
aware, and he knows that many of his real friends groan over the
part he is acting. But he thinks of nothing but serving his
country. He is confident that his opinions may do good, and
cannot do harm ; and he is ready to encounter all the abuse that
can be poured upon him rather than show that prudence which
fights more about personal character than public interests.

On the 13th of September, after the excursion to
Chélons, Malcolm found himself again in Paris. He re-
mained there till the 25th, and then turned his face
towards home, weary of excitement, and glad to escape

* There is no account of this party in the journal, except that Grassini was
in great force.
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from a city in the very attractions of which there was in
his eyes something painful—almost revolting. Though
he spoke with gratitude of the kindnesses he had re-
ceived from individuals, he could not bring himself at
that time to admire the French as a nation. But he
said that his visit had not been without its uses. He
had seen some grand historical sights. He had neglected
no opportunity of adding to his stock of information re-
garding the institutions of the country, and he had sedu-
lously cultivated an acquaintance with its language.
Every morning he had a master for some time in his
rooms, before he commenced the strenuous idleness of
the day, and he talked freely with the natives of all
classes without the least mauvaise honte. . Their advice
regarding the best means of improving his colloquial
knowledge of the language was simply, Parlez toujours ;
and “you know,” he said, “that is quite in my way.”
Early in November, Malcolm paid another visit to
Lord Buckinghamshire, at Nocton, to the vicinity of
which place he travelled inside a stage-coach with some
fellow-passengers, of whom he gave a lively account in a
letter to his wife. The “parlez toujours” maxim was
as worthy of acceptation in England as in France, and
Malcolm was never a sulky traveller. His companions
were an obese dame, the proprietress of the coach, an
elderly clergyman, and his daughter. The parson was
named Partridge, “a descendant,” wrote Malcolm, “I
believe, of the original Partridge in Tom Jones.” With
the young lady he conversed freely on the poetry and
romances of the day; brought Scott’s * Waterloo,”
which had just been published, out of his pocket; quoted
“ Marmion” and the “Lady of the Lake;” but was
beaten at his own weapons by the damsel, who fairly
quoted him down. After a long conversation, she asked
him if he had ever seen a * Symbolical History of Eng-
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land,” by which, through the agency of pictures, or
diagrams, facts were impressed upon the mind much
more easily than by means of writing? On Malcolm
suggesting that something more might be required to
impart a thorough knowledge of history to the student,
the young lady said that it might be so, but that it was
a “terrible undertaking to read through large volumes
of history.” ¢I sighed inwardly,” wrote Malcolm, ¢ with
the feelings of an unfortunate man who had just pub-
lished two tremendous quartos. I could not deny the
justice of her observations as applied to nineteen in the
twenty, and I already saw my useless labors piled up on
the shelves of oblivion.”

On his return home, after a pleasant fortnight enli-
vened by some good shooting, Malcolm gave himself up
for a little time to the pleasant task of corresponding
with his friends on the subject of the “tremendous
quartos,” sending out presentation copies,* and answer-
ing congratulatory letters. But he had soon to turn his
thoughts to graver matters. The great question which
agitated his mind was whether he should or should not
return to India in any subordinate situation. At one
time he seems to have well-nigh determined to return
only as Governor of one of the Presidencies of India;
but the attainment of this object was difficult, and he
could not reconcile himself to the thought of a life of
political obscurity and official idleness in England. In
the effort to secure what everybody acknowledged to be

picn werSite Boaperor of Buseia aag
copies were t! ro
his sister Cathenne'?(e}?and Duchess of
Oldenburg. This lady—a widow—
was in England in 1814; and it was
said, at one time, that if the Prince of
Wales obtained a divorce, she would

She answered Malcolm’s letter in not
very idiomatic English, signing herself
* Your obliged and affectionate Cathe-
rine.” The History lo{‘Pem'a has been
translated into the Russian .
There was no country in which the in-
formation it contained was more likely

bably be married to his Royal
i . To the Princess Charlotte
ahe seems to have been much attached.

to be valued at its proper worth, or to
be turned to more practical account.
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a legitimate object of ambition he received ample encou-
ragement ; but, as Wellington had told him, the high
qualities and great.acquirements of men who had gradu-
ated only in the school of Indian politics were seldom
adequately appreciated by English statesmen. Sir Evan
Nepean and Mr. Hugh Elliot had been appointed to the
chief seats in the Bombay and Madras Govemnments,
and their warmest. friends could hardly point out either
the claims or the qualifications. they possessed. In the
course of 1816, Mr. Canning succeeded Lord Bucking-
hamshire as President of the Board: of Control, and
although he expressed himself favorably regarding Sir
John Malcolm’s claims, he could hardly be expected to
support them so warmly as one under whom the claimant
had served, and with whom he had corresponded. for
years. The most powerful of Malcolm’s friends—or he
who ought to have been in such a case the most power-
ful—had not on similar occasions received sufficient en-
couragement from Ministers to make him very willing
to solicit favors for his friends; but he never failed,
when opportunity offered, to speak of his character and
his services, and to assert Malcolm’s claims to prefer-
ment. Time, however, passed away; no distinctive
promises could be elicited, and many of Malcolm’s best
friends were of opinion that he would be more likely to
obtain the object of his ambition by placing his foot
again in the stirrup in India, than by haunting the pas-
sages of Leadenhall-street or the lobbies of Whitehall.
Moreover, by the very act of returning to India there
was something to be gained, independent of all such pre-
ferment as Ministers could bestow. Sir John Malcolm
was, at this time, what was technically called ¢ high up
on the list of lieutenant-colonels.” By returning to
India he mlght obtain ‘ his regiment,” be a “full
colonel,” reside in England on full pay, get a share of
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the “off-reckoning fund,” and go again to India or not,
at some future time, as suited his purpose. It was little
likely, however, that a man of his high character would
be very long in India without obtaining one of those
great diplomatic offices in which he had made his reputa-
tion. He might, indeed, add greatly to the claims which
he had already established. He was in the full vigor of
his years. He was younger than are most men at forty-
six. He believed that he might yet render essential
service to his country. So, after much thought with
himself and much consultation with others, he deter-
mined, for a third time, to repair to India.

It cost him much to make the resolution. He ‘was
tenderly attached to his wife and children; but it was
necessary that he should go alone. It is one of the dire
penalties of the Indian services that separation, from all
that he most dearly loves, is to the married member of
either of them almost a condition of his existence. To
have taken those young children to the enervating and
destroying climate of the East would have been cruel;
to separate them from their mother little less cruel.
Malcolm felt as hundreds have felt in a like situation;
he determined to make the sacrifice, and go to India
alone.

He received many kind letters, when his determination
was made known-—none kinder than the following,
which Sir James Mackintosh wrote to him. It is
curious in itself, for it shows that the writer would not
have been sorry to return to a country, in which people
seem to think that he was miserably out of place :

SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM.
‘Weedon Lodge, Monday.

My pEAR SiR JOHN,—I learned very lately, with surpme as
well as concern, the singular event at the India House, which has
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induced you to visit Madras, though I hope that one circumstance
attends it which deprives it of its worst effect. Canning is so deeply
pledged to you, that I should consider him as likely to be as useful
an agent, if a vacancy happens in your absence, s if you were in
Europe. Your stay cannot be long, and you will refresh all your
Indian politics. That there should not be now one man in the
Board of Control, chosen for his knowledge of India, is a circum-
stance which characterises our Government. I own I thought that
you would have been there. is not worth excepting.
The antiquated practical knowledge, that could find a place ins
mind so contracted, is rather mischievous than useful.

When I say that I feel concern at your going, it is principally
because you wished to stay, and partly because I shall feel more
solifary when you cease to inhabit the same island. But i is not
at all from dislike of India, to which, on the contrary, I am
entirely reconciled by my residence in England. I wish that
had not left India, or that I were now well enough to return,
especially with you. But I am better than I have been for these
five years. Long walks, and, immediately after, long-continued
friction of the whole skin, seem to have done me more good than
anything I have hitherto tried. I now very much regret that I
never tried the Hindostanee exercise, which there are, of course,
no means of acquiring in England.

In the volume of “Bombay Transactions” about to go to press
there is one paper of your  Translations from the Persian, illus-
trative of the Opinions of the Sunni and Sheea Mahometans.” Do
you wish tosecit? I am very busily employed on my History,
and hope to get to press in the spring.

Wherever you go, my wishes for your happiness attend you.
I have never known a more sincere and active friend. Lady M.
heartily concurs with me in every good and kind wish. We both
beg our best remembrances to Lady Malcolm.

I am, my dear Sir John,
Your faithful and affectionate friend,

J. MACKINTOSH.

Walter Scott wrote with no less warmth, saying, “I
do most sincerely wish you all good things—health, hap-
piness, and above all, a speedy return to Scotland, not
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to leave us again. I sincerely hope that this will come
to pass before we grow much older, and that you will
get a snug corner on the Scotch Border to rest you in,
after having labored so hard in the public service.”
There were other compliments and congratulations,
too, in store for him. The History of Persia had greatly
extended his reputation, not only in England, but on the
Continent. From Humboldt, and other distinguished
men of European reputation, he received congratulatory
letters; and the University of Oxford conferred a Doc-
tor's degree upon him. On the 3rd of June, 1816,
Dr. Hodson, Principal of Brazenose, proposed that the
degree of L.L.D. should be conferred on Sir John Mal-
colm, konoris causd, in the Convocation to be holden in
the Theatre on the 26th of June. The motion was car-
ried unanimously, and Dr. Hodson, communicating the
substance of the resolution to Malcolm, said, “ I really
congratulate myself upon its having fallen to my lot
to make a motion the effect of which will be to enrol
in our catalogue of worthies a name high in litera-
ture as well as in diplomacy and war; and hope that it
may be as acceptable to you to receive the honor as it
has been to me to propose it.”
Some little time before this, Malcolm had paid a visit

to the University, and had made a most favorable im-

pression alike on the old and the young. “I have heard

much,” wrote Mackintosh to him, “of the popularity

which you have acquired during your late visit to Ox-

ford”® On the appointed 26th of June, he repaired

to the University to receive his academical honors. He

was much pleased with the reception he met. “The-
commemoratign was very grand,” he wrote to his wife.

% The letter from which this is of the History of Persia, which did not
taken is dated January 2, 1815; but, tgpear till the July of that year, it was
a8 it speaks of the opinions entertained obviously written 1n 1816.
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“ , & great judge, says, I-was the most magnificent
of the new doctors. A very fine speech was made upon
my merits.” From Oxford he went to his brother Gil-
bert’s parsonage at Todenham. Thence he proceeded
to Cheltenham, to meet the Duke of Wellington and his
family. “I was with the Duke all day,” he wrote from
that place at the beginning of July; *that is, six hours
in the morning, and four, including dinner, in the evening.
He is completely recovered, and actually looking better
than I ever saw him. I go with him to-morrow
Gloucester to the Corporation dinner. I proceed from
that to Lord Powis's, at Walcot, near Ludlow, in Shrop-
shire. I am not resolved whether I shall not return to
London and start thence for Scotland, instead of going
by Liverpool. If so, I shall have the last dinner with
the Duke at Lord Westmoreland's, on Saturday.”

This last scheme was carried out. He returned to
London, and started thence, early in August, for Scot-
land. He was now paying his farewell visits. Reacl-
ing Burnfoot in time for the commencement of grouse-
shooting, he spent no small part of his time on the old
hill-sides, deep in the familiar heather. I know hardly
any place or any occupation more likely to make a man
indifferent to critics and reviewers. Malcolm was wel
braced up to encounter any adverse sentence that might
have been passed upon his book. But there was no-
thing, indeed, to try his powers of endurance. It Wss
on this last excursion to the North that he read the
reviews of his History of Persia in the Quarterly and
* the Edinburgh. “ The Quarterly,” he wrote, “hss
more of an essay than a review ; but it is very W
The Edinburgh is better. On the whole, you may b
thankful that I am so well through the fire.”

The 14th of August saw him on his way southward
Paying visits, on the road, to Lord Buckinghamshire and



DEPARTURE FROM ENGLAND. 143

to Mr. Hankey Smith, Malcolm returned to London, and
sorrowfully prepared for his departure from England.
But he had determined upon the step he was about to
take, after much consideration ; he did not doubt that it
was his duty; and he was a man, under such circum-
stances, to take always the most hopeful view of the life
before him. He did the best he could, and left the rest
to Providence. So having done all that could be done,
both at the India House and the Board of Control, to
secure for himself the reversion of the Bombay appoint-
ment, and having obtained many strong assurances of
support, he bade adieu to his wife and children, and
again cast his lot upon the waters.

The years which he had spent in England had not
been lost to him. He set his face again towards India
with increased knowledge and enlarged experience. He
always said that there was fear in India of men becom-
ing too local in their information, and too professional in
their views. He had now enjoyed opportunities of
studyimg the constitutions of European states, and the
organisation of European armies, and of conversing with

" many of the most eminent statesmen and soldiers of the
‘Western world, and others no less eminent, but in the
more tranquil paths of literature and science. And he
had turned these opportunities to the best account. He
went back to the scene of his past labers a wiser man,
with reinvigorated health and renewed energies ; and if
I were asked at what period of his career he was in the
very zenith of his intellectual strength and efficiency, I
ghould answer, at the point which this narrative has now
reached.



144 THE CIRCUIT OF THE RESIDENCIES.

CHAPTER 1V.
THE CIRCUIT OF THE RESIDENCIES.

[1817.]

VOYAGE TO MADRAS =— BECEPTION THERE == CORRESPONDENCE WITH LORD
HASTINGS—VISIT TO CALCUTTA—POLITICAL AND MILITARY EMPLOYMENT—
VISITS TO MYSORE, HYDEBABAD, POONAH, AND NAGPOOB—MALCOLM JOINS
THE ARMY OF THE DECCAN.

HE started in October with a heavy heart; but he
felt that ‘the sacrifice he was making was for the benefit
of those whom he left behind, and that the season of
separation would be but brief. “ Write me comfort
about yourself,” he wrote to his wife from' the Channel.
“ The ship sails well. We shall soon be in Indis, and
soon back again, never, I trust,to part again in this
world. . . ... Think more of what we have of enjoy-
ment than what we want. I am only sensible to misery
when I think you unhappy.” Strong contrary winds,
however, presently set in; and Malcolm, landing at
Portsmouth, paid a visit to Lord Keith at Purbrook, and
spent some days there during the detention of the ship
He spoke with gratitude of the kindness of his reception,
and I have no doubt that he made himself welcome t0
every inmate of the house, even to the little children.
“The little girl, Georgina,” he wrote, it need not be said
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how characteristically, “is quite a delightful child. She
comes every instant to me for stories; and she has had
that of the Tigers in the Tree, the Elephant and the Gun,
the Bear and the Looking-glass, and half a hundred others
that are so approved by my own darlings. She has in
return played me some nice tunes on the piano, and
‘ Rolly-polly, gammon and spinage,’ charmingly.”

But contrary winds do not last for ever, and Malcolm
was soon afloat again. There was more bad weather,
however, in the Channel, and strong winds and heavy
sea off the Bay of Biscay; but, after passing Madeira, the
vessel went steadily on with fair breezes, a quiet sea
below and a bright sky above, and everything on board
as pleasant and prosperous as the weather. .AsMalcolm
always looked on the bright side of things, and seldom
had a hard word to say of any one, it would have been
strange if he had not written in high terms of the society
on board ship; and as to the life there, I have no doubt
he contributed greatly to its cheerfulness. How the time
was spent may be gathered from the following passage
in a letter to his wife. After describing his fellow-pas-
sengers one by one, he says:

* Such is our party; now for our occupation. I rise at half-
past five, and every day, except Sundays, go through my exercises
(gymnastics). I have from four to six scholars, some of whom
have made great proficiency. I go to my cabin at seven, read in
my flannel dress till eight, dress, breakfast at half-past eight, walk
the deck till ten, return to my cabin, write. (Young Neave and
young Becher are both excellent Jems,® and have each copied

% Jem was an Eurasian clerk, or
writer, who had been a long time in
lm’s service, and had been very
useful as a copyist. In a postscript to
one of the Duke of Well n's let-
ters to Maloolm, publi in Gur-
wood’s collection, is a which
seems to have puzzled the editor, as

VOL. II. L

the matter to which it refers puzzled
the Duke. It stands thus in Gurwood :
“ There is one of your family whom I
read as Jera, besidyes wife, child, and
Arab horse.” It should have been
printed, as the Duke wrote, Jem. The
allusion is to the copyist referred to
above,
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many hundreds of pages since we left Deal.) At twelve I bresk
off for half an hour, when I commence work again, and leave off
at half-past two; good dinner at three, break up at half-past four,
walk the deck, read light booke, or talk nonsense till six o'clock;
drink tea; at seven go to cards—two whist-tables for steady
ladies and gentlemen and one for the boys; leave off at ten, and
all in bed by eleven. Next day the same course, except Sundsys,
when there are no gymnastics, no cards. If we have prayers
upon deck, Captain C—— reads the servioe; I read leesons and
sermon. If not on deck, my cabin is made s chapel that holds
about twenty. Captain Dwyer reads the service; I, as usu,
sermon, &c. . . . . . . Now to my studious occupations. I have
finished the review on the History of the Bengal Sepoys® in s
manner that will, I trust, be approved. I have done it to my
own satisfaction ; and it was a subject on which it was difficult to
please myself. I have finished five of the Indian Letters—Lady
Powis's—and really they promise, when their number is doubled,
to make an amusing volume, and one as full of information s
entertainment.t I shall nearly complete them before I reach
India.”

At the end of the year the Charles Mills reached the
Cape of Good Hope, and there Malcolm was received
with much cordiality by the Governor, Lord Charles
Somerset, who was not sorry to find in his guest a ma
who knew almost as much about horses as himeell
The brief period of Sir John'’s sojourn in the colony was
spent very much as it commonly is spent by the Indian
voyager, outward or homeward bound. « A picture of
my life,” he wrote to his wife, “since I came to the
Cape, would be an account of rides to Newlands, the
Governor's country seat, where I live, to Wyndburg,
Simon’s Town, Constantia, &c. Ihave been treated and

® This was a review of Williams’s published or completed—a circul
History of the Bengal Army, written stance ing which I have alresdy
for and published in the Quarferly Re- exp 'my regret. Some of the
view, vol. xviii., January, 1818, ters which were written for it bave
1 This contemplated work wasnever been quoted in vol. i, chap. V1.
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feasted by every one, and all declare that they will take
most special care of you if you ever visit this colony;
and I am quite satisfied they will.” He was naturally
very anxious, whilst at the Cape, to learn what was the
state of India, for his future prospects and arrangements
depended much upon the events which were developing
themselves in that country. “There is little news from
India,” he wrote; “all is apparently quiet; but I do not
think it will long remain so0.” . . . . . And again, in an-
other letter: “I do not know what to make of the Indian
news; but I think it probable that I shall be soon home
again. I shall not remain unless there is active service,
or 1 have a good situation, or Sir Evan Napean leaves
Bombay. In the latter case I will take my chance of the
succession. I discover that nothing but the completest
occupation in the field, or at all events in a way that
promised reputation to myself and benefit to my family,
could reconcile me to live without you.”

Pleasantly as Malcolm was situated at the Cape, and
abundant as were the sources of recreation and amuse-
ment, his detention there was extremely irksome to him.
Horse-dealing was then much the fashion in the colony,
and the captain of the Charles Mills having some busi-
ness of that description to transact, was not prepared to
sail out of Table Bay as expeditiously as Malcolm de-
sired. The truth is, that Sir John was in a fair way to
overstay his leave. The early part of January was
slipping away, and it was necessary that he should touch
Indian ground by the 1st of March, for on that day five
years would have elapsed since his departure from
Bombay, and that was the full period allowed by act of
Parliament for the absence of officers from the Com-
pany’s dominions. Regarding, therefore, the delay with
much anxiety, he determined upon taking a passage in
another ship to India—the Minden, which was to sail a

L2
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week before the Charles Mills. This he did; but his
object was not gained. He was off the coast within the
prescribed time, but he could not land. So there were
still doubts and anxieties in his mind. On the 5th of
March he wrote, off Trincomalee, to his wife:

“I am not only in high health, but in high order—thanks to
the exercises which I have done almost every day since I lef
England. Though we arrived on this coast on the 1st of March,
we are not yet at anchor; and I am in no slight alarm about the
expiration of my leave, which was out on the 1st. I anticipated
this on leaving Portsmouth, and wrote a strong letter to the Court
of Directors on the subject. They must, I think, have noticed it.*
If not, and any literal construction of the act should keep me out
of employ a twelvemonth, I shall positively go mad. But happen
what will, I must rejoice at having made a voyage which, taking
things at the worst, secures my regiment. This is a fine ship.
I am well accommodated, and Captain Paterson is s gentlemanlike,
warm-hearted, generous fellow as ever lived. Qur friends, John
Elliot and Amelia, are very well; and they have three nict
children on board with whom I play, and often think I am 8t
home again. Would to God I were, for I can know no happi-
ness away from you. Depend upon it, that unless my prospects
are very high, nothing shall keep me away long. The sacrific
is too great. I do very well in the daytime. I have strong
animal spirits and keep up well, but I am never alone,and par
ticularly at night, but that I am constantly at Frant or in Man-
chester-street. In short, I have a longing to see you and yours
again that I cannot describe.”

The voyage of the Minden was not distinguished by
any remarkable event, except a fire in the bread-room,
which caused some temporary consternation in the ship.
A trifling incident, however, of a more pleasurable kind,
is worthy of mention. Off Trincomalee they sighted
an Arab vessel. A boat was lowered, and the captain
of the Mirden, Mr. Elliot, and Malcolm, were rowed

* The Court sent out a letter which removed the difficulty.
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towards the strange craft. Malcolm was the first to go
up the side of the vessel; and “though dressed,” as he
said, “in an old blue coat and older hat,” the captain
and the supercargo of the vessel both recognised him
before he was on deck, and cried out, with the liveliest
demonstration of joy, “ General Malcolm! General Mal-
colm!” The ship belonged to the Imaum, and the Arab
officers had known Malcolm years before in the Gulf.
They had now a thousand questions to ask, all of which
Malcolm freely answered. But when he said that he
was not returning to India to occupy any high station,
they declared that they would not believe him. “I know
better,” said the captain; *we shall soon see something
that no one is dreaming about.” And he was not far
wrong.

On the 17th of March, Malcolm again crossed the
Madras surf, and was soon in the midst of friends at
the Presidency. His sister-in-law, Mrs. Macdonald, was
there with her husband—one of Malcolm’s old Persian
comrades,* and in their house he found a home second
only to the one he had quitted. Nothing could have
been more gratifying than his reception by the gene-
ral society of Madras. “I am half killed,” he wrote,
“with returning visits. All seem delighted to see me;
and I believe the great proportion are sincere.” But all
this kindness did not make him less anxious about his
future prospects. His first care on landing had been to
despatch a letter to Lord Moira, who had succeeded Lord
Minto as Governor-General of India, forwarding strong
recommendations from Mr. Canning and others, which,
indeed, were not required ; and asking whether his
Lordship had any instructions. “I am in orders as re-
turned to my duty,” he wrote on the 29th of March,

* Afterwards Sir John Macdonald.
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“ waiting to hear from Bengal in answer to letters to
Lord Moira; and if not called round (to Calcutta), I shall
proceed forthwith to the Deccan, to command a brigade
in Doveton’s force, where I shall at least be in fortune’s
way. Depend upon it, if there is work, I shall have my
hands full. Nothing but complete employment, and &
feeling that I am making progress in advancing both the
public interests and those of my own family, can recon-
cile me to this terrible separation.”

Malcolm said that everything would depend upon the
tenor of the first letter from the Governor-General. It
was with no common anxiety, therefore, that one day in
the middle of April he opened the packet containing
the following important communication :

LOBRD MOIRA TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM.
Calcutta, March 30, 1817.
My DEAR S1B,—Your very obliging letter, with Mr. Canning*
despatch, and the other letters which you announce, have
me safely. Mr. Canning refers me to a despatch from the Searet
Committee, which has not yet reached me. I surmise, from whst
he says, it was only to assure me of support, should I have bee
obliged to take such steps against the Pindarrees as might entall
hostilities with Scindiah. The forecast was not inapposite, for
the measures which I did pursue might well have produced rup-
ture, though they have not been apparent to the public eye
That hazard I believe to be entirely past, and satisfactory result
are only postponed by the season. This hint is given to you oo
ﬁde.ntially, and will prove the terms of correspondence on which
I wish to stand with you. Let me assure you that I justly spp®
ciate your talents and energy, and I shall rejoice if I find Bt -
field for their employment. I fear that for five months to comé
we must be restricted to cabinet activity. Perhaps in that i
terval you may be tempted to pay a visit to Bengal, when th
opportunity of giving you such an insight into matters as canno
be afforded to you by letter, may lead to your striking out amod¢
in which you may exert yourself with satisfaction, At any per
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that may suit your own objects and convenience I shall be rejoiced
to see you.

You gratified me highly by your account of William Elphin-
stone’s health. I have a truly affectionate regard for him; and I
am confident that he has a corresponding sentiment towards me.
His two nephews, John Adam and Mountstuart Elphinstone, are
very superior men; I know not that I have ever met persons of
more sound practical ability.

It grieved me that Lord Wellesley's health was not equally
firm, though his indisposition appears to have been of that transi-
tory kind which may be expected to have soon passed away
without leaving any dregs. He seems much wanted in England.
Circumstances had given me considerable political intercourse with
him latterly, and the result was a confirmation of all the opinions
which I had previously entertained of his scope of mind and ho-

norable character. You may judge how the impression must have
been strengthened when I came to retrace on the spot the mea-
sures of his Indian administration.

Your sagacity well anticipated the effort I should make to plant
our power in Nagpoor. I have the pleasure to tell you that our
copnexion is not the mere stipulations of the treaty, but that
Madsjee Bhoonsla, the new Rajah, gives himself to me with
unbounded devotion. Knowing as you do how all in this country
depends upon the individual at the head of a native state, you
will feel all the value of that superaddition.

I have the honor, my dear sir, to remain, with great esteem,

Your very obedient and humble servant,
Moiza.

Malcolm saw plainly now that his hopes were likely soon

to be fulfilled—that important and honorable employ-

ment was not very far from him. He prepared at once to

take ship for Calcutta, earnestly pondering the state of
affairs in Upper India, and the probable development of
fature events. The more he thought of these things,
the more certain it appeared to him that he had arrived
in India at a time propitious to his own, and advan-
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tageous to the public interests. There were events then
evolving themselves which it was almost certain would
;take shape ere long in another Mahratta war. During

+ the five years which he had spent in Europe or on the

seas, great and significant changes had been unfolded in
Hindostan. The Mahratta princes and chiefs had been
fast becoming oblivious of the victories of Lake and
Wellesley, and if they had not encouraged any wild

* hopes of bettering their condition by another appeal to

+ ——

arms, they had ceased to observe a line of conduct cal-
culated to avert such an event.

But although it appeared to Malcolm, as he contem-
plated the aspect of the political horizon, that a war
with the substantive Mahratta States was not very
remote, there was another more immediate source of
danger and inquietude out of which it was certain that
hostilities must speedily arise. The lawlessness of the
Pindarrees® had reached a point at which it was impos
sible any longer for the paramount power to look ot
without interfering for the protection of its own subjects
and the maintenance of the existing order of things which
these predatory cohorts threatened to subvert. The
Indian Government, under stringent instructions from
the Home authorities, had suffered events to take therr
course, until it was difficult to divert them into & s
channel. But now at last Lord Moira had obtained 8
reluctant and conditional assent to the prosecution of 8
vigorous course of policy, and had determined upo? .the
destruction of these predatory bands, and the estabst-
ment on a sure basis of the tranquillity of Upper Indis

* The Pindarrees were bands of state too weak to resist them. T]:ﬁ
mdatory troops —half soldiers and had graduall increasedinn“mwm],.
robbers—who took service in time power, unt.xly they threatened %0 and
of war with the Mahratta chiefs, or _vert all the minor principalitich into
carried on a desolating warfare, on were continuall ma{ing inrosds
their own account, against every petty the Company’s dominions.
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That this great and necessary measure would embroil
us in a war with the Mahratta States—with Holkar's
Government almost certainly ; with Scindiah’s very
probably; with the Governments of the Peishwah and
the Rajah of Berar scarcely less probably ; suggested
itself more and more palpably to Sir John Mal-
colm, the more he considered the state and temper of
these Courts, and the degree in which they would be
affected by our hostilities against the Pindarrees. He
had been many years absent from India, but during
that interval of rest he had corresponded with Mount-
stuart Elphinstone and other eminent men, and had
never ceased to take a lively interest in all that was
going on upon the scene of his former labors. The
troubles which had arisen were not wholly unforeseen
or unpredicted by him and the other politicians of the
same school. The imperfect settlement—the summary
winding-up of affairs in 1805-1806 under the Govern-
ments of Lord Cornwallis and Sir George Barlow—had
sown broadcast the seeds of future difficulty and danger,
which were now bristling up everywhere—a crop ready
for the sickle. During all this interval Malcolm had
clearly seen that, sooner or later, the time must come
for another armed interference in the troublous affairs
of Upper and Central India; and now that the long-
deferred crisis seemed really to be at hand, it was not
without a justifiable emotion of pride that he felt there
was not another man in the country who, in such a con-
juncture, could render to the State the essential service
which Lord Moira was now about to extract from Sir
dJohn Malcolm.

Full of these thoughts, Malcolm took ship for Calcutta,
where he arrived on the last day of April. I am well,”
he wrote a few days afterwards, “and have been received
in the most warm and cordial way by Lord Moira, with
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whom I am living; and I am on the point, I trust, of
being employed. We are on the eve of trouble with
the Peishwah, who has gone all wrong by supporting an
unworthy favorite. If we go to loggerheads in that
quarter, I shall, I trust, have 5000 men, with politicsl
powers, to keep in check the southern Jagheerdars—
that is, the chiefs between Poonah and Mysore. If the
Poonah troubles are well settled, which I hope they wil
be, great arrangements will be made to settle the Pin-
darrees this season. In that event, I think I shall go t
the Deccan with Sir Thomas Hislop, who is likely to be
sent. If this plan takes place, I shall be with him as
was with Lord Lake, with a chance of being also en-
ployed in a military capacity. . . . . . Assure Mr. W.
Elphinstone and Allan that all my counsels are for a8
much moderation as possible congistently with safety.
This they shall be satisfied of by my papers, Which I
will send. But Lord Moira appears, as far as I have yet
seen, as moderate as could be desired.” On the 10th of
May he wrote again in high spirits, saying that the
Governor-General had that day mentioned in council his
intention of naming him as Governor-General’s agent 1
the Deccan, with the rank of Brigadier, and eligibility
for military command. “This is the very summit of m}
wishes,” he added, *the most active and prominent
situation I could fill in all India, and on the best footitg
in every way. . . . . Lord Moira has been kind in the
extreme. Though high and firm, he is moderate in his
views, and will go no further than he is compelled.”
These moderate views were declared, plainly and ex-
phatically, in conversation and in correspondence with
Malcolm, who concurred in opinion with the Governor-
General. Both desired to root out the Pindarrees, bub
not, unless compelled by the force of events, to subvert
any of the substantive states, or to extend our frontief
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by a mile. Malcolm had prepared some papers on this

important subject, which he had submitted on his arrival

to Lord Moira, who, on returning them, wrote the fol-
' lowing letter, which contains, in a few sentences, a sum-
mary of the policy he intended to adopt:

LORD MOIRA TO SIR JOHN MALCOLM.

May 6, 1817,

My pEAR SIR JOHN,—Your papers have been read by me
with great satisfaction, because they justify all my own opinions.
It is gratifying to me to find that my notions on a subject so
delicate and complicated as the mode of settling Central India
should be thus sustained by your judgment, founded as it is on
local observation and experience.

The augmenting our territory, unless where some particular
defect in our frontier recommends the advancing to a natural
boundary more easily defensible, or where some special danger is
to be barred by the acquisition, must be an erroneous object. It
is extension of influence, not of possessions, that is the solid policy
for us; and even that influence would be delusive did it not bear
directly on the point of precluding predatory associations. In
this conception I have been solicitous to avoid all differences
which should lead to the subversion of any of the existing native
states, wishing rather to pursue a course which should promote
the stability of even Scindiah’s and Holkar's Governments. Were
those chiefs, however, to make common cause with the Pindarrees,
either openly or by covert assistance, they would discard their
character 2s rulers of states, and must be dealt with as predatory
sggresors. I make this remark to show that, in stating my prin-
ciples, I am aware the more or the less of exactness with which it
can be adhered to, in the stir now fast approaching, depends on
events and exigencies not to be foreseen, or to be altogether con-
trolled when they arrive.

Ihave the honor to remain, with great esteem, my dear Sir
John, your faithful and obedient servant,

e—

.

Moira.

On the 14th of May, Malcolm wrote again to his
wife, saying that his nomination to the high office he had
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before mentioned had now been definitively fixed, and
that he was about speedily to embark.for Madras. It
had been resolved that Malcolm should visit the prin-
cipal Native Courts, and ascertain their temper, and take
counsel with the Residents, during the period which
must necessarily elapse before an enemy could take the
field. It was now the very height of the hot season;
but he did not shrink from the long journeys which lay
before him. The very thought of what he was about to
do filled him with cheerfulness and courage to encountet
anything. He was, indeed, as he said, in his element:

« My appointment is all settled—Governor-General's agent in
the Deccan, and Brigadier in the Force serving in that quarter.
It will be given me in a few days; and within two months of my
coming to India I shall be in good employ and on the best
allowances. . ... . . I embark in five or six days, and make a trial
to reach Madras beating against the monsoon. If the weather is
too severe I shall land at Sangum, Vizagapatam, or Masulipatam,
and go on by dawk. I shall not be more than a week or two i}f
Madras. You will exclaim, ¢ Now he is happy—now he is in his
element, flying about in the thick of work.” I will confess that
absent from you, I am delighted to be employed, and above all in
a way that is useful to myself, and may, I trust, be also useful 0
my country.” :

Malcolm spent three weeks in Calcutta—or rather
between the Government houses of Calcutta and Barrack-
pore—now writing elaborate papers on the Pindarrees
now in earnest counsel with the Governor-General, and
now hot in billiards with his aides-de-camp. Of Lord
Moira, who had a few weaknesses, but many fine qué"
lities of head and heart, he wrote in terms of graﬁt“dev
affection, and respect :

(1 find this place” (Calcutta), he said, in one of his letters tokis
wife, “much changed—great increase of buildings, many slte™
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tions in society. With Lord Moira we dine at four o’clock, and
go to bed at half-past nine. Up at half-past four. He works
very hard, lives moderately, and looks strong and well in conse-
quence. He is very popular, and deserves to be so; for no man
can be more considerate, more kind, or more attentive than he
seems to be to every one. I wrote you that I made my first ap-
pearance without epaulets.®* He came out of his room yesterday
in full dress, as he always is; and caught me, without coat or
neckcloth, playing billiards with an aide-de-camp in similar cos-
tume. He smiled and made a bow. As he was passing on to
Mr. Seton's (the councillor’s) rooms, I said, ¢ You will find Mr.
Seton, who belongs to the Supreme Board, and ought to know
better, much worse than us?’ He did. Seton had thrown off
his waistcoat, and was not a little distressed. The lord laughed
heartily, but made him remain as he was. I mention these trifles
to show that there is none of the little nonsense remaining of
which we heard so much in England, and which no doubt existed
at first.”

At the end of the third week of May, Malcolm em-
barked on board a small country vessel of two hundred
tons burden, and commenced his laborious voyage to
Madras in the face of a strong monsoon. The pas-
sage occupied a month, and by no means a pleasant

* I have not been able to find the
letter in which Malcolm tells the story
of the . lt;d]:iobably mis-
earried.  He often all to the in-
cident in after days. On his first in-
troduction to Moira, before din-
ner, I believe, on the day of his arrival,
having dressed himself in a hurry, and
it may be presumed without the as-
sistance of a servant, he appeared in a
full dress coat without any epaulets.
The omission was pointed out to him

an aide-de-camp just as he was

to address the Governor-General.
Having heard much of the stateliness
of Lord Moira’s vice-regal court, the
negligence at first seemed to be a se-
rious matter, but recovering from his
momen! embarrassment, he said,
“You see I was in such a hurry to be

resenied to your Lordship, that T
orgot an important part of my acoou-
trements.”

In another letter Maloolm says:
“ Lord Hastings is really a fine fellow.
He came to India with some magnifi-
cent ideas, and more nonsense was put
into his head; but he has been cured
of all fantasies, and seems to me
much what he ought to be. The pas-
sion for representation does no harm
in his present station, and he has no
forms. At least I can say that I never

t on better with any man; and God

ows I did not study forms. He is
remarkable for his kindness to eve
one. To me his kindness and confi-
dence were unbounded. Lord Wel-
lesley never evinced more decided par- -
tiality.”
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one. The time, however, he did his best to turn to ac-
count. He wrote a long letter to Lord Moira (now Lord
Hastings) relative to the contemplated operations against
the Pindarrees, covering two hundred sides of paper.
But he was all eagerness to commence his active work.
“I do not expect,” he wrote, ‘“to be more than seven or
eight days at Madras. I proceed before Sir Thomas
Hislop to Hyderabad, then to Poonah, then to Nag-
poor. It is an object to communicate personally with
the Residents and commandants of forces as soon as pos-
sible, and then to join Sir Thomas Hislop, who I hope
will soon be on the Nerbudda. We cannot cross the
river or commence active operations for four months
yet. I cannot tell you how I long to attack these mur-
derous freebooters the Pindarrees, and how grateful I
am for being placed in a situation where I have an equal
chance of distinguishing myself as a political and mili
tary officer.”

He was detained, however, at Madras a few days be-
yond the time he had anticipated, for he was especially
anxious to see and to take counsel with his old friend
Thomas Munro, whose active participation in the gres
events which were developing themselves he deemed of
the highest importance. On the 6th of July he wrote
John Adam, then Political Secretary at Calcutta:

“ Colonel Munro will be here on the 9th or 10th, and I am de-
tained for two or three days until he arrives. Sir Thomas Hislop,
who is what I expected, a plain, sincere man, without any little
ness or jealousy, thinks it quite essential that I should stay till this
point is settled. . . . . If the arrangement is committed to such 8
maistry (workman) as Tom Munro I shall sleep all the way ¥
Poonah, and the Commander-in-Chief can proceed as he oughts
without another question, to Hyderabad. The Mahrattas ¥
neither cheat nor beat Munro, and, besides, he will be the best 152
in the universe to look after the Jagheerdars. . . . . . Munro bt

L
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applied for military command, and will have no patience at being
excluded on small pretexts. These countries may probably be
given over quietly; but the reverse is possible, and under any
circumstance it is important a master band should be the first to
touch them. Any check or loss of impression at starting would
be very hurtful; and the difference between Munro sofus and the
combined labors of Colonel (a respectable military officer)
and Mr. Anybody (a respectable civil servant), is not to be esti-
mated.”

On the 9th he wrote to another friend in the same
strain :

“ Here I am at the old place; but how altered! Where is
Close? Where is Webbe? 'Where is every one? However,
we must not complain. Tom Munro, one of the school, will be
here to-morrow. I have urged, and I trust with success, his
sppointment to the military as well as the civil power in the
districts south of the Kishns, including Darwar and Khaursigul,
which the Peishwah has ceded to enable us to pay the irregular
horse of his own country and some infantry. Iam only wait-
ing to sce Munro, and then start dawk for Bangalore, Hydera-
bad, Poonah, and Nagpoor; and having visited all these Resi-
dencies, seen the two forces under Smith and Doveton, I shall
jom Sir Thomas Hislop’s somewhere near the Nerbudds, and
have obtained all the information and all the opinions he can re-
quire. . .. .. . My situation is most flattering. As Governor-
General’s agent, all political work connected with our operations
isin my hands; as Brigadier-Genera), I am destined for the most
advanced force; and, what is really delightful, from the Governor-
General down to the lowest black or white, red or brown, clothed
or naked, all appear happy at my advancement. This general
feeling, my dear friend, operates to check my presumption. I
almost fear that I may not be able to fulfil the expectations which
bave been formed.”

After a fortnight spent at Madras, in the comfortable.
residence of the Macdonalds, Malcolm started on his
diplomatic circuit. Having ridden the first sixteen miles,
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accompanied by his sister-in-law and her husband, he
commenced his dawk-journey at Connatore. The com-
panion of his travels was “little George Wareham,” a
boy whom he had picked up on his outward voyage, to
act as amanuensis, clerk, servant, or, as Malcolm wrote,
“factotum,”