THROUGH THE LONG.DAY.
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CHAPTER I
A ONCE NOTED CLAIRVOYANT.

IN the summer of 1844 the Morning Chronicle
received an invitation from the celebrated Dr.
Elliotson, to attend at his hounse in Conduit Street
an exhibition of the wonderful powers attributed to
a French youth named Alexis. The young man
was asserted by his friends to be able to read in
any page of any book, known or unknown to him,
with his eyes bandaged, even if the book were held
behind his head, or in an adjoining room ; to see
into the interior of any strong box, however securely
locked or fastened, and to describe its contents,
whatever they might be. Clairvoyance, then com-
paratively new as an imposture, had many believers ;
all impostures have for a time, however absurd or
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