This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://books.google.com/books?id=MoYAAAAAMAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1&output=pdf




/ s’
. //////(.'/ s,










- -












THE

WHOLE WORKS

OF THE

MOST REV\]?ND FATHER IN GOD,

ROBERT LEIGHTON, D.D,,

ARCHBISHOP OF GLASGOW.

TO WHICH 18 PREFIXED,

A LIFE OF THE AUTHOR,

BY

THE REV. JOHN NORMAN PEARSON, M.A,,

OF TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, AND CHAPLAIN TO THE
MOST NOBLE THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY.

Obrw ey xai dvbgwmay Jeiwy xal eddaiudvawy Bios, dwarhayn Tov
AWy T@Y THde, Blos dyidovos T@Y THe, Puyn wivoy weds wovoy.
Protint ENnEAD. 6. L. 9, c. xi.

A NEW EDITION.

IN FOUR VOLUMES.
Vor. III.

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR JAMES DUNCAN, PATERNOSTER-ROW ;

JOHN HATCHARD AND S8ON; L. B. SEELEY AND SON; HOWELL AND
STEWART ; AND BAYNES AND 80N, LONDON : PARKER, OXFORD :
AND DEIGHTON AND SON, CAMBRIDGE.
° S——

MDCC@XXY. *
o



.

Loxpon:—Printed by W. CLowxs, Northnmberland-court, Strand.



CHAP.

IL

IIL

Iv.

VIIL
VIIL

IX.

RIS B 2

CONTENTS OF THE THIRD VOLUME.

LECTURES ON THE FIRST NINE CHAPTERS OF
ST. MATTHEW’S GOSPEL.

PAGE

Ver. 1. The Book of the Generation of Jesus Christ,
the Son of David, the Son of Abraham 1

Ver. 1. Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of

Judea, in the days of Herod the king, be-

hold there came wise men from the East
to Jerusalem -7

Ver. 1. Inthose days came John the Baptlst, preach-
ing in the wilderness of Judea . . 17

Ver. 1. Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit, into the
Wilderness, to be tempted of the Devil . 28

Ver. 12.  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into

a mountain, and when he was sat, his
disciples came unto him . . 37

Ver. 19. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth . . . 44
Ver. 1-5. Judge not, that ye be not Judged . 50

Ver. 1. When he was come down from the mountain,
great multitudes followed him . . . 57

Ver. 1. And he entered into a ship, and passed over,
and came into his own city . 71

SERMONS.

The Nature and Properties of Heavenly Wisdom . 85
The Patient and Docile Sufferer . 99
The Divine Glory of Sion . . . .11
Christ the Light and Lustre of the Cburch . 122
Christ the Light and Lustre of the Church . 185
Hope amidst Billows . . <150

Generous Grief . .

. 165



iv

SERYM.

10.
11.
12.
18.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29

30.
31.
82.

CONTENTS.

The Name of Jesus fragrant . . . . .
The Sinner a Rebel againstGod . . . .
The true Christian the best Subject . .
Grapes from Thorns e e e
The BelieveraHero. . . . . . . .
The Parable of the Sower . . . . .
The Promises an Encouragement to Holmess
Divine Grace and Holy Obedience

The Christian Triumph .

The Christian Triumph . . .

The Goodness of God, and the chkedmss of Man .

Timetoawake . . . . . . . . .
The Observation of Providence . . ...
Imperfection and Perfection . . . . .
The Confidence of Faith . . . . .

A Summary of Spiritual Privileges .

The Folly of Man and the Teaching of God
Mercy despised and the Contempt punished
The Confession and Prayer of Faith .
Calamities to be cautiously mterpreted .
Present Duty . . . . . .o
Love the ‘Fulfilling of the Ia.w c .
The Law written upon the Heart . . .
God’s End and Design in Affliction .
Suitable Exercise in Affliction

A Sermon preached to the Clergy

PAGE

. Y79
. 195

205

. 220

234
248
256

. 262

275

. 282
. 290

. 802

. 313

. 326

. 337
. 347

364
377

. 390
. 402
. 412
. 417
. 424
. 430
. 444

. 456



LECTURES*

ON

THE FIRST NINE CHAPTERS OF
ST. MATTHEW'S GOSPEL.

CHAPTER I,

Ver. 1. The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
: : son of Abraham. :

As the bounty of God appears in the furniture and comforts
of our natural life, in that he hath not only provided for simple
necessity, but enriched it with plentiful variety ; thus He hath
done likewise towards the spiritual life in the provision of the
Holy Scriptures, having in them so rich diversity of the kind
of writings, prophecies and histories, poesies and epistles, and of
the kind, and expressly on the same subject, four books written
by the hands of four several men, but all led by the hand of the
same Spirit, and all of them so harmoniously according to-
gether, as makes up one song; the four with a delightful va-
riety of notes, but no mistuning, or jarring difference: those
that seem to be so, being duly considered, do not only well
agree, but there is still some instructive advantage in the di-
versity ; each recording something, some of them divers things
that are not in the other; and what one hath more briefly, is
more enlarged in some other: they are not so different as to

* First printed from the original MSS. in Dr. Jerment's edition of the
Works, published in 1808, of which this is a corrected reprint.
Vou. IIL B



2 LECTURES ON THE FIRST NINE CHAPTERS

be discordant, nor so the same as to be superfluous. Their
order in the time of their writing, is, with good reason, con-
ceived to be the same with that of their placing as we have
them. This of St. Matthew was written first, and very likely
in Hebrew, as more particularly for the use of his own nation,
though in His purpose who set him on to work (as all the
other scriptures) intended for the good of the Church in all
succeeding ages. And he begins with the great mysterious
point on which hangs our happiness, that which is our grand
comfort, as St. Austin speaks, the manhood of God. The
chapter hath these two, Ais genealogy, and Ais nativity, each
particularly intituled’; for the first’ words™ are the inscription,
not of the whole book, nor of the whole chapter, but only of
that first part of it. The book, that is, (as the Hebrew word
signifies,) the 7oll, or list of the generatwn, that is, the de-
scent, of Jesus Christ. ~ - -

The account by ascending, as St. Luke does, or by descend-
ing, as this Evangehst is_altogether indifferent; neither need
we, with the ancients, seek subtle and mysterious reasons of it,
which are too airy to have either certain truth, or profitable
use in them. The reckoning of the one only down from Abra-
ham, and the other up to Adam, may have some more solid
reason ; the one having regard to the particular promise made
to Abraham, and the other to the general interest of mankind,
and that according to the promise made to our first parents in
the garden. And this beginning in Abraham here, relishes
somewhat of that we spake, of penning this gospel in Hebrew,
with particular respect to the Jews for informing them first:
as indeed the gospel was first to be preached to them, so might
they have somewhat of the same privilege in the writing of it,
He of whom it treats being born among them, and of them.
And before entering to branch the lineage, the Evangelist par-
ticularly mentions David and Abraham, because of the parti-
cular promises made to them of the Messiah to come of their
seed.

The great diversity of the names from David to Joseph, (of
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them all indéed, save two,) has drawn several persons to take:
the one far the line of Joseph, the other far the line of Mary..
But the diversity of names ariseth not so much from the cus-.
tom of that nation, of one person having divers names, . (which :
commonly is answered in this,) though somewhat of that may.
be in it; but it is much rather from that, it seems, St. Mate:
thew does deduce the legal succession in government (by Sole-
mon), St. Luke the natural in birth (by Nathan). St. Matthew,
ta make up the number of his three fourteens, evep omits soxe
immediate parents, which alters nothing at all of the true de-:
duction, and nephews are frequently called, and truly are, the,
sons of their grandfather’s, though not immediate. Now,;
though it is possible that it might be otherwise, yet, the Evan-:
gelists take it as a thing then manifest and known when they -
wrote, that Joseph, according to the appointment and ordinary :
practice of his nation, did marry within his tribe and family. :
So that h¢s extraction, who was but the supposed and nominal .
father, doth give account of Mary the real mother of Jesus:
Christ. Other scruples, though it may be to some needful to-
cear. them, yet I name not, as being useless to acquaint those’
with, who find them not. And some there be altogethes:
needles§ and curious, which may pass among the vain unpro-
fitable .questions of genealoglsts that the Apostle advxsel tx)'
avond ..

Ver, 18. Now the birth of Jesus Chyist was on this wise: when as his
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, qhe
was found with clnld of the Holy Ghost.

Sr. Luxn is mere large in the history of the conception, but
(which the rest have not) this Evangelist acquaints us with:
Joseph’s behaviour in. the business. We have lst. His first;
doubtful thaughts within himself; 2nd. His right information,
and directions from God; 8d. His answerable acquwsoenoe
and obedience.

-Perceiving Mary, who was espoused -to him, to be with.

dnld before. they came together, and not kuowing how this.
B2
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-camé to pass, it would certainly perplex him.much; yet goes
he not in a sudden passion, or rage of jealousy, to take the ex-
tremest course, but being a just man, that is, not strict and
severe, as taking justice in a strict sense, for so it would seem
contrary to the present intendment ;—yet, some have taken it
8o, though he was a just man ;—but it is indeed rendered as
the cause of his purpose mitigating of the law’s rigour, and so,
Justis here a good man, a man of a moderate, mild spirit, averse
from rigours, as good men usually are. And as his own tem-
per, so, no doubt Mary’s carriage, did incline him to this way ;
observing her modesty and piety, which undoubtedly was sin-
gular, and would appear in her whole deportment ; ‘but further
than that spake for her, it doth not appear that she spake all
this while any thing for herself : she offered not to declare the
admirable way of her conception, which would have seemed
feigned and incredible from her mouth, but quietly refers the
matter to Him who had done it. Thus silent innocency rests
satisfied in itself, where it may be inconvenient or fruitless to
plead for itself, and loses nothing by doing so, for it is always
in due season vindicated and cleared by a better hand. And
thus it was here : she is silent, and God speaks for her.

Verse 20.—While he thought on these things, &c.] 'The
whole matter is opened to him by the angel of God in a dream.
This blessed child is owned by his glorious Father; the con-
ception declared to be pure and supernatural by the Holy
Ghost ; his birth and name, and the reasons of it, are foretold ;
and upon these, Joseph is ascertained, not only of the spotless
innocency, but of the matchless dignity of his espoused Mary
in this conception, and the true quality of her Divine Son, and
so is furnished with sufficient ground of receiving her as his
wife, which accordingly he forthwith did.

- The last words of the chapter are added for the future clear-
ness concerning the purity of his birth. But denying for the
time before, which was to the present purpose, affirms nothing
at all for the time after, as is evident by abundant instances of
this manner of speech, where wntil goes no further than the
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named term any way, yea, does rather import the perpetuity
of what it speaks; as Gen. xxviil. 15. Until I have done
that, &c., and Is. xxii. 14. Till ye die,—which yet hath not
been alleged, for any thing ¥ know, for a purgatory after death.

- Ver.22.—In the narration, the Apostle inserts (as is his
custom) the parallel of the thing with a prophecy foretelling all
this, of the accommodating of which I will not now insist. Itis
evident that it looks beyond any thing that those times, or that
any time, before. this fulness of time, did afford. And this singu-
lar Virgin’s conception was altogether agreeable to the singular
person so conceived and born, both as to the purity of his hu-
man, and the dignity of his Divine, nature; that he might be
known to be not only a holy, sinless man, but more than &
gimple man, God-man, God with us, as his name is.

. Observation. The book of the generation of Jesus Christ.
Ma.ny great volumes of history have been written of states and
kingdoms of the earth, and lives of particular famous men, and
the reading of them may delight and inform the mind ; but what
are they all, how empty and comfortless stuff in respect.of this
history ! The book of the generation of Jesus Christ. This
is the gospel, the alone good tidings to all nations and all ages ;
still fresh, and equally good news from one generation to an-
other. Had not the Virgin borne this Son, we must say all of
us, Good for us we had not been born. . A
. Now, that so many ages were run by, before His coming,
His will who chose that point of time, is sufficient reason. But,
1st, we may perceive by this, that the faith of the Church and
people of God was exercised in the expectance of this promlsed
seed, in whom all the nations should be blessed.

. 2dly. And the esteem of this rich gift raised (and well did
he deserve to be) the desire and hope of the nations. Thus the
Lord hath been pleased in other great favours, to use this way
toreveal them in the promise long time before the perform-
ance: so, a son to Abraham, and the deliverance from Egypt,
and that other from Babylon long before the captmty

. 8dly, He was equally from the beginning, in his Father's
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‘view, for the interest of believers, in all those preceding ages,
a8 if he had already lived and died and rose again, 4 Lamb
-slain from the foundation of the world ; for He secs through
-all generations and successions of times, and all things in them
‘are always alike present to His eye. But in the mean time,
‘while the Church was held in prefiguring shadows, this was
‘their grand desire, that he might appear in the flesh; .mtill
Jooking and waiting when the day should break, and the
shadows flee away. And thus in the Song of Solomon may
‘we take that wish, (Ch. viil. ver. 1.) OA! that thou wast as
my brother ! And though the time seemed long, yet, the vision
‘was for the set time, and then it spake, and lied not ; and heé
“was toming forwa.rd in the succession of time, hastening as a
roe on the mountains, skipping from one age, from one hill to
another' as here we have it, Abrakam begat Isaac, Isaac
bevat Jacob, &c. And this i3 now the great wish of his
spouse, the Church, and of each particular soul espoused to
him, that he would come again as he hath promised ; and he
will do so. 'What a sweet echo there, (Rev. xxii. 17.) of
Come ! The Spirit says, Come, and the Bride says,' Come ;
and He says, (ver. 20.) Behold I come quickly ; and they
resound again, Amen, even so, come, Lord Jesus!

Ver. 21.  But thou shalt call kis name Jesus: ‘That is the
name that refreshes the fainting spirits of humbled sinners, that
the sweet-smelling balm, that the ointment poured out, that
draws the virgins to love him; sweet in the mouth and in the
ear, and life in the heart. A4 Saviour, for ke shall save his
people from their sins.  The Jews were his people once ina
particular way, but all Jews and Gentiles that run unto his
name as their refuge, are his people, and he hath engaged
himself to be their Saviour, whatsoever kind of people they
be, and whatsoever kind of guiltiness of sins they bring with
them. And for that reason, as is observed, are named in this
his genealogy, persons grossly stained, and the woman too,
(ver. 8.).is specified, all under the same blot; and one a
stranger, not of the seed of the Jews; signifying him to be a
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Saviour of all nations, and even of the vilest sinners. But we
know not his riches and our own poverty ; therefore we run
not to him. 'We perceive not that we are lost and perishing 3
therefore a Saviour is a word of little relish. Oh, were we
convinced of the huge mass of guilt that lies upon us, and the
wrath that for it hangs over us, ready to fall on us and sink
us, this would be our continual thought, till we were resolved
in it, Is this Saviour mine? And to the end we might find
him so, we should tread upon all that lies in our way to run
to him, ' :

CHAPTER II.

Ver. 1. Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Juded, in thé days
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men fromn the east to
Jerusalem.

Ver. 2. Saying, Where is he that is born king of the Jews? for we have
seen liis star in the east, and are come to worship him.

THE blessed Son now born, hath for part of his name, in the
prophet foretellihg, or rather telling his birth, (Isa. ix. 6.)
Wonderful. He is so in his birth ; that we have seén in the
former chapter. He is so in his life and death, particularly ia
that part of his life which is ordinarily scarce at all remarkeble,
his infancy. The history of that, we have in this chapter. So,
as in that place of the prophet, wonderful is the beginning of
his name, he is wonderful in the beginning of his life.

That wonder that goes along throughout all his life and
death, is in the passages here recorded, very legible, a strong
eontemperature of majesty and meanness; yea, these two, so
far distant in notion, yet meet in him, the meanness of Man and
the majesty of God. So obscurely born and so poorly lodged,
yet, that birth marked, and that lodging pointed out, by a star
that seems to have no other work nor motion, but to tell of
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him and lead to him; and by it wise men-are led from far, to
offer rich presents to a poor babe, and to do homage to him as
a king, and to worship himn !

Then, afterwards, he is put to flee for his life in his swad-
dling clothes. He who came to give life to dead man, is in
hazard of a cruel death at the entry of his life, and escapes it
by the obscure and hasty flight of his parents with him; yet,
even in that flight there is a track of majesty, that they flee,
stay, and return with him, all upon Divine warnings. Thus
was this Sun of righteousness veiled and clouded in human
flesh, and a low kind of human life, and yet, some rays of
Deity are still breaking through and telling, Here dwells the
Godhead bodily.

In this chapter, these two things of him are remarkable.
First, He is marvellously witnessed and worshipped. Secondly,
persecuted and preserved.

He is witnessed, 1st, By a star stirring up strangers from
far, to seek him, and leading them to find him.

2dly, By those strangers coming and declaring this to be
their errand, and inquiring after the place of his birth.

8dly, By the chief priests and scribes, from a clear prophecy,
resolving them.

Of these, and other like points in the following history, what
questions are moved more curious than useful, I shall either
pass wholly in silence, or only name them to pass them, to put
them out of our way, that they may notstop us in what may
be useful. And textual difficulties that call for clearing, I
shall endeavour to open with as much briefness as may well
consist with clearness, and to serve for that end of clearing
them. For this star, what shall we see the better into the end
and person whom it served, by deciding, if we could, much less
by debating what we cannot decide, whether it was a star or a
comet ? Called a star for its resemblance, as the Scripture often
gives things the vulgar names, it seems to have been temporary,
and made for this singular service only. However, it was a

star that led to the syn,
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After men have pleased themselves in the employ of all their
reading and wit, to find what the Magi were, further than the
text comes, they can assuredly inform us nothing. They were
Magi, (wise men,) and of the east ; but whether from Chaldea,
or Persia, or Arabia, neither that name they bear, nor the
presents they bring, can certainly conclude. It cannot be
denied, that all these nations called their astrologers, and
generally their philosophers, by that name; and they might
bring the same presents from any of those, and from divers
other eastern countries: nor is there any more evidence that
they were Balaam’s posterity, or of his school, though the pro-
phecy of a star arising in Jacob, seems to suit somewhat well
with this kind of notice given them by a star, and with their
observing it, and following it. And truly, besides the uncer-
tainty, the inutility of this may save usa labour; for what shall
we be really the wiser, to know particularly what these wise
men were, or whence they were? Sure I am, to make them
three to fit their number to their presents, and to make kings
of them, and give them names, and then to wrangle about their
burial-place, is to play the fool about the wise men.

If you ask, how the star could speak this, that there was a
great king born, and born in Judea, and speak it so as to per-
suade them to come and see; I conceive, all their skill in
astronomy, and Balaam’s prophecy of the star in Jacob, and
the tradition of the Messiah, and his star, and Sibyl’s pro-
phesying ef them, could not make the language of this star
thus clear and intelligible to them. There was no doubt an
extraordinary darting in of a higher light into their minds,
clearer than that of the star, to make its meaning clear to them,
and to draw them forth to this journey. The star appeared to
them in the east, but it does not appear that it led them all the
way, though commonly it be so conceived: on the contrary,
after their setting forth, it seems not to have appeared to them
till they came from Jerusalem, whither they went as likeliest
either to find him they sought, or notice of him at least. And
this likewise was by & Divine hand ordered, that both there
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they might give testimony of Christ, and likewise receive' their
further testimony of him and address to him, and be confirmed
in their persuasion’ concerning him, and then seasonably the
star appears to establish and lead them.

Ver. 8. When Herod the king had heard these things, ke
awas troubled.] The wise men’s question occasions Herod’s fear,
and that, the meeting of the priests and scribes to resolve it.
They do it from the prophet Micah, ch. v. ver. 2. The
difference in the cited words is really none, Bethlehem Ephrata,
and Bethlehem Judah, being all one. ~ And the prophets
-words, read interrogatively, (as well they may,) are clearly the
kame thing with the Evangelist’s narrative. However the least
of all in itself, yet,it was not the least, but the greatest, by
this great King’s being born in it. And so, David bears the
type of his Son and Lord, for he was of obscure birth in this
same city.
¢ Ver. 7—12. Then Herod, when he had privily called the
wise men—-—sent them to Bethlehem.] The wise men, thus
answered and led, came to Bethlehem, and are new so eon-
firmed of the royalty of this child, that they are not removed
from that persuasion, nor at all staggered in it, by the sight
of so much outward meanness as they found: a poor babe in
# common inn ; whether still in the manger or no, is not cer-
tain, so it may be ; however, doubtless in a very low condition,
far from royal grandeur, but yet so high in his own dignity and
in their thoughts, that they fell down and worshipped, and
offered their present, which they did not to Herod in all his
pomp. ‘'This many ancient and modern are pleased to subtilize
into mysteries, which, though I dare not confidently deny all,
yet dare I aver nothing. He that brought them forth, directed
them directly home, having no more business at Jerusalem.
When they had found the King they came to seek, they left
king Herod to seek his intelligence from others.

Ver. 13—23. But these were strange news to Herod, a
born king of the Jews. The common fears that are of the ill
genius of tyrants, and that are the fell revenge of the many
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fears they cause to so many others, are now raised, and rage
within him upon this report. And for all his craft, and the
_ growth of it for cruelties upon long practice, yet is he, as it
were, 80 thunderstruck with this fear, that. he cannot resolve
on any sure way for this ent, but inquires the age of the child,
and, it seems, defers a good time, and smothers the intended
massacre, (for that answers best the doubt about the age of twe
years,) and then sends and kills all the children of or under
that age: that was the sacrifice which in his ‘inquiry he meant
to offer, instead of worshipping the child born. His Royal
Fathe¥ could have preserved hiin otherways than by the care
and flight of his supposed father with him; but thus He
pleased, even in this, to carry on His Divine Son under the
covert of such human and humble ways of preservation, to
make him in all things like us, (sin excepted,) and to sweeten
those things to us, when we are called to be like him in them,
in being persecuted, and by persecution forced to flee.

* That text, ver. 15, Out of Egypt have I called my Son,
éuits most fitly, the words having (as other such adapted places)
their prophetical aspect to Jesus Christ, without any prejudice
of their first proper sense, in persons or things typifying him.
Israel is called the Lord’s son and His first born, Exod. iv.
#2.; Jer. xxxi. 9.

The other text, He shall be called o Nazante, I rather
think signifies his singular holiness, which the name imports,
and all the prophets foretold of him, and the legal Nazarites
prefigured, than that it relates to any particular prophecy.
Besides, it is in the text, the prophets, in general : Which was
spoken by the prophets. Ver. 23.

Observe 1. The freedom of God’s calling and drawmg men
unto His Son; that it follows not the track of human appear-
ances and external engagements. Strangers are brought from
far to worship Christ, and are glad at his birth. His own,
amongst whom, and those particularly for whom, he was born,
were. not rejoiced, yea, were troubled at it; so far were they

from receiving him as their king, and worshipping him. And
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strange, that having resolved the Magi’s question, they all sit
still, for any thing we find, and not one is so taken with it,
as to take share of the small latter end of their long journey,
and to go some miles off, to see so great and matchless a
wonder ! Thus, many who are far off in their ways, are
humbled and brought to Christ, and those who in external
profession seemed always near to him, are still far off:
nearest the church, (as ye say,) furthest from God. My
brethren, rest not on your outward relations, your interest in"
the ordinances and profession of religion, but see how your
hearts stand affected towards Jesus Christ. If you receive
him as king, then sha.ll ye partake of the sweet fruits of ‘his
kingdom. :

Obs. 2. There was some appearance of reason, (though in-
deed reasonless,) that Herod should be stirred with the news
of a new-born king ; for though Christ’s office never wrongs:
the just power of kings, yet, the jealousy of it will never be -
out of their minds, while they are not acquainted with him :'
they will still think that his kingdom encroaches upon theirs;
and this is the ground of their almost general enmity against
him. But why were the Jews troubled, who could not but
apprehend, according to the very notion of the Messiah, that
if this was he, he was come for their deliverance and release
from the tyranny of foreign power? Yet, they with Herod
are troubled. The reason seems to be, they feared that trouble
and war would arise by this appearing, and they might pos-
sibly foresee much in the way to the change, and therefore
would rather have chosen to lie still under the burden of the
Roman power. There is a natural prejudice in all against the
kingdom of Christ, that it brings disturbance and disquiet
with it, and therefore men would rather sleep in their chains
than hear of a deliverance by him. Thus, the Jews in Egypt
appear to have been prejudiced against the message of their
going forth, which Moses brought them. Thus, a carnal heart
would comply with its bondage, rather than be at any pams
in the remove from it,
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Obs. 3. Was the birth of Christ subject to accompanying
trouble ? Thus it is in the soul, a tumult, as it were, of Herod
and the Jews. They that are without, viz., carnal friends, all
in a rage at it: “ What ! turn a melancholy precise fool, go
mad,” &c. And within, like the tumultuous multitude, al
the lusts of the heart are clamouring for their interest, noising
to.it, that it will suffer much in this change, that all wonted
delights will be cut off, that there will arise much war and
trouble by this new kingdom ; besides many other doubts and
fears that arise in this matter.

. Think it not strange to find it thus, that the soul is tossed
with disquiet at the birth of Christ in it; but let it rather re-
joice in this trouble, as a sign of that blessed birth and that
spiritual kingdom of Christ within it, which, however it oc-
casion some present stir, shall sweetly compensate that, and
compose the soul, and make it happy: for the Child born is
the Prince of Peace, (Isa. ix. 6.) and the proper nature of
His kingdom, that whereof it is made up, is, righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Rom. xiv. 17.

Obs. 4. Herod’s fear and anger against this news, gathers
the priests and scribes together, to give clear testimony from
the Scriptures of that very birth which was so hateful to him,
and to verify it by the true designment of the place. Thus
all His enemies’ practices still prove, in the issue, of service to
Him: all their stirrings against His kingdom and glory, make
for it.  When all is reckoned, it is found in effect that they
undo themselves, and advance His end whom they oppose.

Obs. 5. Bring me word, that I may come and worship
him. Ver. 8. .This is an old piece of king-craft, we see, older
than Machiavel, to serve themselves of the shadow and mask
of religion, in order to walk unseen in their atheism. The
most of them in their wars and confederacies pretending re-
ligion, and intending the subversion of it, would seem to come
to worship, and come indeed to worry, Cultum pretendit,
cultrum intendit.

Obs. 6. Though Herod and the priests were both enemies,



14 LECTURES ON THE FIRST NINE CHAPTERS

yet they concur to. this. testimony, and furnish it to the in-
quiring strangers, but went not with them, ner so much as
sent any. Thus many testify, yea, teach the truth of Christ-
in the general, yet go not to him, as signs in the way direct.
others, and stir not themselves. But, my brethren, think it:
not enough to give a general assent to divine truths, for unless
the heart be warmed with them, and the soul stirred up to
seek an interest in them, they save not, yea, they more deeply-
condemn.

Obs. 7. Divers readmgs of the Evangehsts and Prophets,-
agreeing in one sense, are very useful. Bethlehem the least, yet,
not the least; the least of thyself, but the greatest by the birth-
of the great King born in thee. Thus all are raised and enno-,
bled by Christ. The poorest persons, and things in themselves.
most despicable, yet, through him, become most excellent.
The simplicity of the ordinances, the word and sacraments, so
far helow the pomp of the world, and gaudy, false worship,
in outward visage, yet are much further above them in inward
dignity. Thus, the soul of a poor, simple, unlettered believer,
that is the meanest and least in itself, far below the. greatest
persons and great wits of the world in naturals, yet, Jesus
Christ being born in it, is not the least, but in spiritual excel-
lency truly great, and far beyond all others vaid of Christ.

Obs. 8. Christ newly born, is hotly persecuted, put to flight,
&c., This is a presage of his after condition and entertainment.
in the world in his own person, and still in his body, his
Church, the saints. No sooner 18 Christ born in thee, than
the wicked will be upon thee, seeking to kill him with perse-
cuting malice, with scoffs and taunts at the least.

Qbs. 9. All his motions are by divine direction. Thus, his:
saints in all times, particularly in times of straits and troubles,
must still be depending on His pointing out of every step, and
are safe in following that. -

Further, we may abserve, that they whom the Father in-:
tends to bring to the Son, shall not want means of their calling:
and leading to him, He will create a light in them, and cause
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it to arise in their hearts to stir them up to inquire after him.
And when they need direction and seek it, He will furnish it
even where it would be least expected. If they be driven to
attend it at their hands who go not to Christ themselves, even
under a ministry that hath little life in it, that is formal and
spiritless in itself, yet, if God hath cast thy lot there, even
there, I say, shall a soul seeking after Jesus Christ find
direction and confirmation, and the word shall be made lively
to it by a higher Hand; and though they go not to Christ,
yet shall they give thee His true address, and direct thee right
to Him, as here the scribes and priests did these inquirers.
Again, observe, how God takes hold of men by suitable
ways. His call does not lie wholly in the congruity of the.
means, but He makes it effectual ; yet, He carries that efficacy
so sweetly, that there is not any violence at all. Often in the.
means, that sweetness consists in the particular aptness of them.
These were star- , and He gives them notice according
to their faculty by a star. Thus, some are taken with some
accessary qualification of a minister, baited by this to give ear
and take liking to his doctrine. Thus, St. Augustine confesses
he was caught in hearing St. Ambrose, through delight in his
eloquence ; for though he looked no further, yet, together
with the words he loved, the things that he loved not, did
likewise slide in and gain upon him. Again, they undertake
a long and hard journey, and resolve to go on, and, miseing
him at Jerusalem, they inquire there concerning him, and will
not leave off till they find him. A soul that hath once seen a
light pointing out Christ to it, and stirring it up to seek after
him, will not be driven back, nor called off from going to him,
by any discouragements and difficulties ; yea, they sharpen it,
and set an edge on it, and make them so much the more
earnest. Others can speak of him, and lie still, and not stir to
go to him, as here the priests; but such a soul must have him,
and will not take rest without him; will still inquire where he
is, where and how I may find my Christ. A man may pos-
sibly meet with some formal minister, that knows little of
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Christ, and loves him less, who yet can tell such an inquirer,
that by believing he shall find him, and instruct him somewhat
about the notion of faith, and inseparable repentance, and
leaving off sin, which things he himself who directs, makes no
use of, hath no experience of at all ; yet may his information
be useful to the soul seeking Christ, and in followmg them it
may find him. And as it is in the first inquiry and j journey
to Christ, so, in after seeking, upon his withdrawments: as
Cant. iii. and' v. Though the watchmen that should direct
thee, deride and mock thee, yea, though they smite and wound
thee, yet, if once thou hast found the sweetness of his love, or
but heard his voice speaking to thy heart and desiring it to
open to him, thou wilt not leave off thy search day nor night,
till thou hast found him, in how mean a condition and outward
appearance soever : thou wilt see through that, and behold him
thy king, thy beloved Lord, and see him beautiful, all beauty
and loveliness, and wilt be forced to declare him so, that he
outvies all creature loves, as not worthy to be compared : yea,
that their enjoyments have not near so much sweetness as the
very seekings and mournings after Jesus Christ.

Ver. 11. Fell down and worshipped him.] When a soul is
busy asking after Jesus Christ, if it be inquired what would
you do with him, Why this is my purpose, will it say, I would
worship him. I would not only be saved by him, but I would
fall down and adore him, and acknowledge him my king; and
if I had any thing better than another, I would offer it him.
But what hast thou? Hast thou rich presents for him? Alas!
no. 'These are called wise men, and were, it seems, rich; had
rich gifts. I am a foolish and a poor creature, and I have
nothing to offer.—Nothing. Hast thou a heart? Yes: a
heart I have; but, alas! there can be nothing more unfit for
him, and unworthy of him: it is dark, and foul, and hard, all
disorder and filthiness. Yet, wilt thou give it him asitis, and
be willing that he use and dispose of it as it pleases him? Oh,
that he would accept of it, that he would take it upon any
terms! Hereitis: ifit would fly out from this offer, I would
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he would lay hold of it. Oh! that it were once received by him,
that it were in hishand ; and then let himn do with it what seems
him good. Sayestthouso? Thenit is done. . Give it really
and freely, and he will take, and make it better at its worst,
than all the gold, and frankincense, and myrrh of all those rich
countries where they abound, and will purify, rectify, and
make it quite another thing than it is. And it shall never
repent thee to have made a gift of it to him. He shall frame

it to his own likeness, and in return will give thee himself, and
be thine for ever.

CHAPTER III.

AvrrHoucH the enemies of Jesus Christ, and, for a time, even
his friends and followers, mistook the nature of his kingdom,
yet he is a king. This being questioned, he himself avowed
it before the Roman judge; and even in his low estate on
earth, yet were there intermixed signs and characters of royalty.
To instance here no more, the former chapter hath the history
of one of them, and this of another. In that was the homage
done to him a little after his entering into the world by birth
In this, we have his harbinger preparing his way alittle before
his coming forth into the world, to manifest himself in his
words and works.

This chapter, you see, contains the history of John Baptist
—1st. the nature of his office; 2dly. the exercise of his office ;
and that both generally to the multitude of the Jews that re-
sorted to his baptism, and particularly, to some of more eminent
note amongst them, the Pharisees and Sadducees, and smgu-
larly on the person of Jesus Christ.
~ Ver. 1. In those days came John the Baptist, preaching
in the wilderness of Judea.] This relates not to the history
that goes before, but to that which follows to be recorded, as

the usual style of the Hebrew bears. It is clear that many
“Vou Il c
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years fell betwixt even the greatest part both of Christ’s life
and of John Baptist's. In both which, from the birth to the
coming forth to preach, all the intervening time is past over in
gilence, not only here, but in all the other evangelists, saving
one act of Christ’s appearing in public about the age of twelve
years, recorded by $t. Luke, which was but a glance of this
Jjewel, that lay locked up a long time after.

- John the Baptist, an extraordinary person in his birth a.nd
calling, holy from the womb, a prophst, and more than o
prophet ; and Jesus Christ himself far more than he, his Lord
and Master, the Prince of Prophets; and yet, neither of them
came abroad in his ministry till about the age of thirty years,
the time specified in the law for the service of the house of God.
But our ignorance makes us bold and fool-hardy: we rush
forward not knowing ourselves nor this calling, its excellency
and holiness,” and our 6wn meanness and unholiness. Phis I
say, not that I think measure doth punetually and'litera.lly tle
us, especially the neeessity of some times and the scarcity of
faithful labourers being considered, upon which some may
lawfully, yes, ought to be drawn forth, if unwilling and yet
sble.

But surely, the consideration of these examples, should give
a due check and eurb to our usual precipitate hearts, which
in these times had need of some restraint, even in some who
possibly have some competency both of abilities and true piety.
Good fruit may be plucked too green, which, let alone awhile
to ripen, would prove much more pleasant and profitable.

In these two, their long lying hid is so much the more re-
‘markable, inasmuch as besides their’ singular fitness for ap-
pearing much sooner, they had so short a time allotted for
their course; the Forerunner but about one year, and our
Lord Jesus Christ himself but about three years and a half.
But this was the assigned time in the Divine wisdom, which
was found sufficient for the work committed to them; and
what needs more? Let not any grudge for themselves, er for
‘any other; their speedy removal, upon this conceit, that they
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might, in nature's course, eamtinue much longer, and; in apn
pearance, through their lahour be still more servioeahle. Lot
all rather study for themselves, and wish unta others, thas
they may be diligent in thelr work while their day lasts, be it
short or long, faithful and fruitful in their generation, and tha
shorter their day is like to be, wark the faster; for certainly
the good of life is not in the length of it, but in the use of it. .

There are betwixt our Slaviour and this his messenger on
forerunner, divers notable agreements: their being near of
kindred ; their births taking place in one year, and bath fores
teld by an angel; and as Christ was the son of a virgin, John
the son of aged parents, and a mother sa long barren; little
edds in the time of both their appearing to the world, and
abiding in it; both sealing their doctrine with their blood:
But as in these, in all, thg Lard hath the pre-eminence beyend
his servant, so, this faithful servant did always most willingly
acknowledge it, yea, his very business was ta abase himself
and exalt his master; and this he did, as we find througheus
his history. And thase of the servants of Christ that are mest
honoured to be nearest him, are always the greatest abgsers' of

themselves, the most desirous to have him honoured. -

Johw’s office, we have briefly expressed in the first versey

parily in his name John. Baptist, a minister of baptism, and
partly in the werd joined with it, preaching. Preaching of the
word was joined with baptism: Jokn the baptist preaching in
#he wilderness.

I will not here speak of the nature of Baptism, the eems
binement of preaching with it, their aspect each tq the other,
and eancurrence to one exeellent epd ; the word unfolding the
sacrament, and the sacrament sealing the word; the word, as
& light, infarming and clearing the sense of the seal, and i§
again, as a seal, confirming and ratifying the truth of the words
as you see some significant seals or signets engraven, have &
‘word about them expremng their sense.

But truly, the word is a light, and the sacraments: have in'

them of the same light illuminating them ; and this of Baptism,-
. Cc2
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the ancients do particularly express by light. Yet are they
both nothing but.darkness to us, till the same light, shine in
our hearts: for till then, we are. nothing but darkness our-
selves, and therefore the most luminous things are so to us:
noonday . is as midnight to a blind man. And we use these
ordinances, the word and .the sacrament, without profit and
comfort for the most part, because we have not of that Divine
light within us; and we have it not, because we ask it not,
are not:often there where it is to be had, nor earnest suitors
for it: for we have His word that cannot fail, that our Hea<
venly Father will give even this choice gift, this light, (for that
is it;) His Holy Spirit to them that ask it. 'Then would
word and sacrament be sweet to us, which.now are so lifeless
and unsavoury..

Ver. 2. We:have in t.be followmg words the sum of hls
doctrine: Repent ye, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.
In the point of time and the way of his ministry, he was indeed
singular, yet, the .substance of his doctrine is the same with
those that went before, and those that came after him. All
the prophets preached repentance, and joined in the prediction
of this kingdom of God; and our Saviour himself, and his
disciples, as you will after find, preached not only this same
doctrine, but even in the same words: only this he had par-
ticular, that he stood betwixt the two, as it were, the link of
law and gospel, as one calls him, and was the first that said,
The kingdom of God is at hand, and pointed it out as come,
while he was speaking.

Repent.] This is the main purport and end of God’s mes-
sages to man in all times, by all whom He hath sent, (as has
been already said,) prophets, apostles, Jesus Christ and his
forerunner ; and still, all His ministers under the gospel, haye
1o other in effect to say, than to call men to repentance, to
bring them home to God. Man is naturally turned away from
God, and is still further running away and hastening to the
pit; and God is calling after him; Do not destroy yourselves,
I will receive and pardon you; Ok! return, why will ye

)
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die? And yet, men will not hearken, but run to their rum.
"This word is daily preached ; and yet, who almost is persuaded
so much as to stop his coursé a little and consider what is pro-
pounded to him; much less to break off his course and return-?
‘Oh, the bountifulness and graciousness of God, who thus en-
treats, and still entreats base worms, whom He might tread on
and crush in a moment! Oh, the wretchedness and madness
of man who refuses, and still refuses those gracious entreaties!
You have been called to in these terms, and where are they
that return? Where are hearts breaking for their iniquities,
and breaking away from them, mourning “after the Lord, and
longing for a look" of His countenance, and desiring. nothing
else ? Oh! that some soul might now be stirred up, and set but
upon thoughts of repenting, serious, real thoughts that would
not.die! The Lord will reach:forth his hand and draw it to
himself, though it find it cannot stir; yea, in -that very desire
of returning to him, he hath prevented it and .touched . it, arnd
will not lose it, will not suffer it, and his begun work in 1t, to
perish.

For the kingdom of Heaven.] Ay, thls is the attractxve,
that which puts life and. hope into the soul. Jesus Christ,
.peace .and reconcilement in him to God, this is.the kingdom
of Heaven. And hereit was at hand, and it came,” and "was
published through the world. And threughout all ages of
it, the Gospelis at hand, in the gracious offers of it to all that
‘hear the word, and it is brought into the souls that believingly
receive the word, and Jesus Christ revealed in'it. This gives
both hope to the sinner, and stirs up desires. Were there not
a.way of receiving him; it were in vain to call men to return;
but seeing there is a ransom found, seeing the way-is opened
up, who is there that have eyes opened to behold that mercy,
that will delay any longer, that will not ha.sten nto lt, and ]ay
hold upon'it? -

- The Gospel is not a doctrine of hcentxousness, but the pure
.and sweet word of that new life which is in Christ. And though
in the notion of repentance, there is an aspect to, and use of
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thé Law, convineing of sin and death, and wotking a sente of
tnibery and sorrow froin that sensey yet, all this it vorks most
sweetly and kindly, contempered with, and adapted by, the
doctrine of the Gospel; for in this they mix and agree; and
throughiout all the Scriptures uf both Testaments, tun coms
bined, a5 they do id the words of this setmon here. For this inthe
sum of the Law und the Gospel as they now stand to us-ward
‘Repent ye, for the kingdom of Avaven is at hand, Nothing
is 80 powerful as the doctrine of free gracd to convert d soul,
aot excluding convincements of sin by the Law, but so inclé-
Ming.them that ‘tAat deadly, killing sentence, thus prepated;
Pecomes excellently medicinul; (as the treats that are meds of
‘viper’s flesh ;) the Law, in regurd of condemning power, bé.
$he now dead, uhd het only dead, but so qualified by the ¢on
atial promiises of the Guspel, that it does tiot really condedsy;
‘but only shews dondemnatien 6ut of Christ, snd so chuses
ihe sdul to elose with Christ, and find salvation and life with
Hini: as the dead viper's flesh 86 compounded, hath a deérét
virtue to advance the workmg of those ingredients that !!l‘é i
he eotaposition agalnst poison.

" For the k¥ngdom, &e.] 'This 1s the logie and thetoric of the
-seﬁpmte, to persiade holifiess dnd répentance by the grace
and pardon revealed in the Gospel. Those beams of love and
“free mercy dre most powerful to melt the heéart: Now; says
‘hé; the great Messias {8 st herd. He is come: whatsbevie
“have beeti #ien’s ways beforé, now they mayj tome home tintb
-Gt6d it him. And will ot they; seting he is come frov heaveh
6 save ¥ Wil they not come from the wity of hell, fioin &,
#6 bt ddved by hitn?2—And thus the Lord Jesus f5 dally sét
Yefote us, and, ih him; free forgiveness of all that is past; &nd
if meh will perish in mniltitudes, they must perish; but ybu
that hiave a mind t6 live, comeé to hirit,

Ver. 8. For this is ke that was spoken of by the pi‘ophet
“Btaind.] His calling is further ekpressed and corifirmed by a
fwophecy of -lim, designating him by thé iature of & #0468,
“TNa wokee of ome oryng TR the wilderasss: atd Nis &y H,
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Rrepare ye_the way -of the Lord, &c.; which suits well
‘with the foregoing sum of his preaching, is in effect the. satne
with it.* Repent is, prepare the way of the Lord and make
Ais paths siraight. Repentance levels the heart to God, makes
it a plain for Christ to walk in, casts down the mountains of
pride, and riises the soul from base, low, éarthly ways and’
sffections, sthooths the rugged passiens, and stfaights the
crooked deceit of the heart, makes it sincere and straight both
Yowards God ahd man. - And then the reason, TheAingdon.
af God ts at hand, is implied in that, Prepare his way ; that
mys, He id coming, is upon his way,-and therefore sends his
harhinger to make it fit for him. And this is our business, to b
tlealing with eur hearts, levelling, smoothing, and straighten-
ing them for our Lord, that he may take delight to dwell
‘and walk in thes; and refresh them with his presetice; and,
eertainly, the more holy diligence is used in siting the
lieart to his holy will, the more of hlumtptesehée shallwe ;
woy,

. Vee. 4. And the same John Imd his mmem of camel&'
Aczr] He is further destribed from his habit dnd course of
life, suiting the nature of his calling, and the' strain of kis
preaching. - A preacher of repentance, not willingly resorting
to ceurts and cities; but keeping in the wildernessy that wu
not & plaze altogether unihhabited, but a less peopled; moupe
taindus soil, the very place of his birth ; who had his habit sad
8ivt like the place, and like the etployment.. Though his st¢
kitude and rough garinents aré a slender hold for the hermietical
#ay magnified in the Romish church, when that of Zechariah
fits better, and their clothes are sooner shaped to that pattérn;
where he speaks of those false tongues that wear a rough gars
ment to decevve, Zech. xiii. 4 ;—yet, certainly, besides, sotnes
what extracrdinary and singular in him and his calling; t3
which this was consonant, there is this for the example of all
the messengers of God, to live a8 thuch as may bé it theit
otidition-and station; disengdged from the wotld, not following
the vain delights aud ways of it ; nét bathing in the solases
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‘and pleasures of earth, and entangling themselves in the cares
of it, but, sober, aad modest, and mortified in their way of
living ; making it their main business not to please the flesh,
but to do service to their Lord, to walk in his ways, and pre-
‘pare his way for him in the hearts of his people. Further,
'this was implied in this mean way of life, that the less of hu-
man grandeur, the more of Divine power, and of the mquty
of God, might appear in his ministry.

Ver. 5. Then went out to kim Jerusalem, and all Judca, anl
.all the region round about Jordan.] That is, great multitudes
flocked to him, to hear him, and be baptized. For though
Baptism, in the way he used it, was not usual, yet, their ac-
customed use of legal washing, made it the less strange, and
the more acceptable to them. And being accompanied with
the doctrine of repentance, remission of sins, and the news of
the kingdom of heaven approaching, it could not choose: but
find some reverence and attention. But certainly, of mult-
tudes that will run to the word, and, possibly, particularly
flock after the ministry of some for a time, there may be many,
‘as doubtless were there, that are but light stuff, carried with
the stream as ‘corks and straws are. Men should examine
well even such things as seem to speak some love to religion
in them, whether they be real or not. This, John does not
spare to'tell home to the seemingly best of those that came to
him, that esteemed themselves, and were esteemed by others,
more religious than the multitude. Yea, the Spirit of God
directed him to deal more sharply with them than with others
that came to him; they being of all others commonly mast
confident of self-righteousness, and therefore furthest from' the
true work of repentance, which humbles the soul to the dust, and
lays it low in its own eyes: these sects being beyond the multi-
tude, swelled with conceit of their own estate, he spares the
rest, and pricks them sharply that the tumour may fall. " It
may seem somewhat strange that he entertains so roughly
those that came respectfully to him, and with others were will-
ing and desirous to hear his doctrine, and partake of his bap-
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tism.© Was not this the way to beat them back, and make
them distaste both ?

There is indeed much prudence required in the ministers of
the word, to know to attemper their admonitions and reproofs,
that by too much rigour they discourage not weak beginners
who are inquiring after the ways of God; but withal they
should be no less wary that by too much credulity and lenity,
they sooth not any in their formality and carnal confidence.
And the most we have to deal withal, commonly are in most
hazard upon this hand ;  there is too little heart humbling. :And
pany are ready to take up some piece of reformation of- their
ways, and the externals of religion, and' deem themselves pre-
sently good Christians. Oh! the decéit and slothfulness of our
hearts! - How ready are we to lay hold upon an easy guise of
aur own, and think what some further press, is but me]ancholy
and needless preciseness !

- Ver. 8. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.)
Though |he wonders at their coming, and fairly tells them so, yet,
‘he rejects them not, despairs not of them ; hegives thém sound
advice, which implies always some hopes of prevailing. "Give
none up for desperate; catch hold of what they do, to drive
them to what further they ought to do. You profess to flee
from the wrath to come : bring forth fruits then. - You say
you are Christians and believers: Oh!'let your ways and
lives say so. Let Chnst dwell in your hearts, and be shewn
i your lives.

Ver. 9. Think not to say, We have Abraham to our father.]
The foolish heart is still leaning to'this fancy of external rela-
tions and privileges. Beware; rest not on these,—the re-
formed religion, pure ordinances, or a place of esteem possibly
amongst the strictest sort of reformed professors. And do net
think you put an obligation on religion, and that it is indebted
to you; but pray take heed. God can leave you, and deliver
you up to these vain- thoughts, and provide Himself without
you.. He can draw the remotest and unlikeliest to Himself,
and let you go. -
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Ver: 10. And this is a sifting; trying time. He cottes, whe

will unmask your hypocrisies and search you to the bottom;
"who will lay his axe to the root of the trees, and cut up the
JRuitless. Where the Gospel comes in greatest powet, thereis
the certdinest and saddest weight of judgment on the unbe-
lieving and impenitent, the formal and fruitless.
- Vet. 11. I tndeed baptize you with water.] The trud badge
of a messenger of Jesus Christ, is, to abase himself and te mag-
nify his master. Baptism with the Holy Ghost, and with fire,
imay, posdibly, have some aspeet to the singular sending of
‘Hdly Ghost in fiery tongues. That purifying virtue, thn
Alame of love; Oh thiat we found it !

* Ver. 12 And only they, the wheat, are for the W,
ﬂaey that are pure and spiritual : tAe chaff, light and. veik
heatts, are fuel for the fire. No middle class: wa must be
either baptized in that fire, or burnt in this..

" Ver.18—165. In the baptism of Christ, obsetve the exem-
plary humility both of the master and of the servants of the
Mmaster; in subjeeting himaelf to this ordinance; of the servast
in edministering it, first, in his modest question and declining
it, und secondly, in hi8 quiet ylelding and obedience. JHe that
‘wiis so pute dnd spotless, had no need of that, or any sthet
‘washing ; He, the Lamb of God that takes away the sé¥ of
the world, as this John testified; He, the fountein vpéhed |
for sin and iniquity, and thérefore; well says he, I Adsé néed
of thy baptism. Yet here he humbles himself to be bajstited.
Oh! that we who are baptized, had more of his likeness in this
‘hizmble teverence for Divine ordinances, looking on thest ks
his in every warranted hind. What though he thas teatlis
‘be less kriowing and less spiritual than thou that hedbest, 8ié
that might rather learn of thee, yet the appointment of G¥
obliges thee to attend -as huinbly and negnrdfully th hﬂl iﬂi
wistry a8 if he were an angel.

John recoils a little. ‘Thus, truly, as he in regard to the pm
don, 86 will every humbled; sélf-knewing mimnister, éveén ir v
ference to the ordinances themselves, wonder often, aid bé o
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times at the point of forbearing. Oh! who am I, to handle such
holy things, to stand in so high a service, to convey life, I that
am dead; to administer so high, so pure and purifying ordi-
nances, myself so impure! But again being commanded and
engaged of God’s own hand, that overcomes and silences ; and
in the continuing in the work upon that consideration, there is
1o lews, fem, the greater humility, than in the other thoughts of
unfitness; ‘a submissive resignation of a man to his Lotd.
However the matter seem to me, and truly 1 deem iy self uite
worthy of the lowest employment without thee, yet, Thou, aps
péinting, I have no more to say: good reason Thy will stand

und fot mine,

Ver. 16, 17. Now in the Baptism, the hu'mility of both is
Hiehly rewdrded with so glorious a vision &hd voice. The thing
is medit and low in the common form of it; baptised in thé
common river. Oh! what transcendeit gloty in su¢h 4 vant-
festation of that blessed Trinity tH earth, that is the perpetual
wonder and happiness of Heaven. Oh, that we had eyes to
#é¢ it, and that our hearts were mote taken With this glarce
héré, and the hopes of full vision ere long! Like o tobe. Oh!}
thét that Spirit were more sbundant ir us, flowing from otit
Héad, 6t whose Head it here rested.

My Beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pléased.] T this

‘Word Hes all the comfort of a Christian. No pleasingriess, nor

aeeepnmee indeed, out of him; but in him, all aceéptance of
all who are in him. Nothmg delights the Father but in this
view. All'the world is as nothing in his eye, and all men
hiteful ahd abominable by sin. Thou, with all thy gtJod
nature, and good-breeding, and good-carriage, art vile and
detestable out of Christ. But if thou get under the robe of

Jesus, thou and all thy guiltiness and vileness, then art thou
'lo%l] in the Father’s eye. Oh! that wé could absolutely tike

'up in hiim, whatsoever we are, yet shrouded under him! Co-
stant, fixed believing is all. Let not the Father then se¢ s
but in the Son, and all is well,’
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CHAPTER IV.

Ver. 1. Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil.

‘THE Apostle doth fitly style our Lord Jesus, the captain, or
leader, of our salvation. He marches, leads all the way, puts
- us on nothing that he hath not first encountered. And in his
going before, there is that decorum there marked, Heb. xii. 10.
It was meet he should be made perfect by sufferings. So
particularly by this kind, that is the sharpest sensation, by
‘these he was entered into his calling ; initiated or-consecrated,
as the word there is. Let none; therefore, of his followers
think to go free. If you mean to follow Christ, reckon -for
temptations, to meet them even at first, and so in all the way.
-We readily misreckon, though warned ; we count as we would
have it; write up such ease and joys, &c., and think not on
afflictions without, and temptations within, which yet are much
our portion here. Unwise, to put to sea and expect no storms,
nothing but fair weather! Let this be our warning, that we be
not secure ; we shall meet temptations. But let this be our
comfort, that we be not dismayed, that in this we do follow
Jim. He ‘went before us in this conflict, and overcame be-
-fore us, and for us; and we likewise, in his strength, shall
overcome. : :
. Then.~When? Look backward. Then—presently after
he was baptized, and not simply by the water of Jordan, but
by the Spirit from Heaven, and was singularly replenished,
Sull of the Holy Ghost, as St. Luke hath it, Luke iv. 1.
Thus shalt thou be sure to be assaulted when thou hast re-
ceived the greatest enlargements from Heaven, either at the
sacrament or in prayer, or in any other way ; then look for an
onset. 'This arch-pirate lets the empty ships pass, but lays
wait for them when they return richest laden.
Then.—Again, look forward. Then—when he was to enter
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on his work, his public ministry. Thus look to be assailed,
when thou art to engage in any special service. Each accord-
ing to his place will find this: when he is upon some purpose
of honouring God in any particular undertaking or course, and
i8 nearest the performance, then shall the strength of hell be
mustered up against him. Now, knowing it to be thus, this
ought rather to embolden than discourage us in any such way.
This expert enemy knows his interest well, and does not thus
bestir himself lightly, but feels that his kmgdom is in danger,
nnd that he shall certainly be a loser.

- Now, as this is incident to every Christian, and pamcnlarly,

according to the eminency of their service, to ministers of Jesus
Christ, as here to him when towards entering on his own minis-
try, so, in this, they should reinforce themselves in him ; should
follow him on, and apply and employ him for the victory.
. 'This [Temptation] was one of Luthers schoolmasters, and
8o it is to all the servants of Christ ; and so are all the three,
Prayer, Meditation, and Temptation. And this is very need-
ful, that both with the more skill, and with the more com-~
passion, they may be helpful to them that are tempted. Cer-
tainly in all things, experience gives the deepest sense and ‘the
readiest faculties. He who was here tempted, could know
more by speculation than ever any man; yet was it found
meet, that even He should be trained by the experience of
these things, as in that cited place, Heb. ii. 10.—perfected as
captain, made a complete commander by hard services, suffer-
ings, and temptations. So, Heb. iv. 15. and v. 2—8. Men
expert in war, laugh at the learnedest discourse of pedants, as
is reported of Hannibal.

..Oh! heart feeling is. .a main thing in this. Ttis gomgto
t.he wrong hand, for a troubled or tempted Christian to go to
an untroubled, untempted minister, who never knew what that
meant., Their errand takes not : they find little ease in com-
plaining of their grief to him that never felt such a thing ; as
Nazianzen observes, that they who are stung with a serpent,
sannot -endure to bemoan themselves, to any .but some that
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have felt the pain. To have found such trouble, and them ay
igsue, such and such comfort,—Oh, it enables much in that
case. See R Cor. i. 4, 6.

Led by the Spmt] That same Spirit that came down u
bim in baptism, chap. iii., here leads him forth to his conflict;
not for this alone, to seek it, but leads for such exercise thers,
wheyein it was designed and appointed to meet him. The
Sipirit in us, doth not carry us wilfujly secking of temptations;
yea, we pray by His direction who was thus led, that we may
not be led into temptations ; that is, that we may be so lod
jnto them as not ta be left to them and foiled in them ; but he
Jeads us into those places and employments, when we follow
hig leading, wherein, by God’s dispesal, we do meet with
temptations. And to be thus led any way whatgoever, ia safe,
and the issue happy, as here it was. That is sweet in of
things, to be carried ; not te go of ourselves any way, but that
of each step it may be said, Led by the Spirit. Led to be
tempted, on purpase that he might return; wnh tha glory of the
vietary,

. Into the unldemm] Thls i the field chosen for tluq dug}
betwixt the roating lion of the hottomless pit and the reysl
lion of the tribe of Judah. This Serpent tempted the first
Adam in the garden, and the Second Adam in the wilderness;
with.different success indeed; and ever sinee doth still {empt
the pasterity of hoth, in all variety of places and conditiens, in
several ways suitable. 'Company and conversation have their
temptations, and solitude, even the wilderness, hath its qwa
toq. No place or estate on earth is privileged ; no busimgss,
not lawful labouring, eating and drinking, yea, not fasting and
praying; yes, in these are readily the most a,ssaults, but in
them likewise the sweetest victory : as here.

. Ver. 2. And when he Aad fasted forty days.] Though tbl
was a miraculous and extraordinary fast, as a mark of. his exe
traordinary person and calling, and of the ministry of the
Gospel’s harmoniqusly according with the Law aad the Preo-
phets, Moses angd Elias, yet, surely a-holy fast it was, whevein
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our Saviour (as those his forerunnets, no doubt;) fed. upon
prayer and Divine contemplation.

" He hungered.] So all along, as in this fast, so, with luc
following hunger, Divine power combined with human wesks
ness, such as was sinless.

Ver. 8. If'thou be the Son of God.) Doubdeu the ’I‘emptn.
was in some doubt himself about this; though he saw many
concurrent proofs of it, yet thought possibly it might be others
wise, and therefore tries. And as he expresses his own doubt,
so he suggests the doubt to our Saviour. It is vain to specify
these three temptations by three particular sins, for they are
each complicated and made up of variety, as usually all sins
are. In this I would not exclude something of working on
appetite, stirring to an impatient, intemperate haste in satias
fying that; and the exception is weak, that it is not delicacies,
but bread that is propounded, for that is as strong a temptation
in extréme hunger, a3 delicacies ; but the maip is unbelief,
and so making haste. So, in the first temptation of eur firet
parents, the matter of pleasing appetite made some mgredlantp
but the chief thing was unbelief: Yea, Aath God said ? Gen,
iii. 6. And so here, If thou be the Son of God. And as
that was joined to pride, stirring them to a proud desire ta be
gods, so, in this case, Satan aims at drawing a needless show
of it, that Christ was God. And our Saviour’s answer mests
all these suggestions: that of his pressing hunger, finding
another answer for it than bread ; that is not the only thing
for it ; that of doubting or unbelief, (as it was the main evil,
80 the main of the answer stands oppoesed to it,) trusting in the
word of God, that is, in His power and effectual support. I
need not myself try conclusions to see whether I be the Son of
God, nor (which answers the bent of it) need I at this time
give a trial that I am the Son of God. 8o he diverts the
taisfying him in that point of his Godhead, and answers only
for a man : Man shall not live upon bread alowe, &o.
~ The second and third temptations, whether they were by
change of place, or representation of species, as I think it
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thé Law, convineing of sin and death, and working a sense of
tnibery and sorrow froin that semse yet, ail this it vorks most
sweetly and kindly, contempered with, and adapted by, the
dootrine of the Gospel; for id this they mix and agree; and
throughout all the Scriptures of both Testuments, tun coms
bined, a5 they do id the words of this seimon here. For this isthe
sum of the Law und the Gospel as they now stand to us-ward
Repent ye, for the kingdom bf Avaven is ut Aand, Nothiig
s 80 powerful as the doctrihe of free grace to convert d soul,
aot excluding convincements of sin by the Law, but so inel.
Ming them that ‘that deadly, killing sentenee, thus prepated,
Pecoimes excellently medicinal ; (as the tréats that are made of
‘viper’s fleah ;) the Law, in regurd of condemning power, be.
$hg now dead, uhd hoet only dead, but so qualified by the éon
alial proiiises of the Gospel, that it does not really conders;
‘but only shews condemnation 6ut of Chtist, and so causes
ithe sdul to elose with Christ, and find salvation and life with
Mini: as the dend viper's flesh 80 compounded, hath a decrét
virtue to advance the worklng of those mgredxents that m fa
he eomaposition agathst poison.

" Fot the kingdem, &e. ] This Is the logic and thetoric of the
; sze’ripmre, to persiade holiness and répentance by the graee
and pardon revealed in the Gospel. Those beams of love ahdl
“free metcy drs most powerful to melt the heart: Now; says
‘hé; the great Messias i at hand. Hé is come: whatsbevér
“Hinve befi fien's ways befors, now they may tomie home tintb
@6 it Bim. And will 1ot they, sééing he is come frov heaveh
‘16 save ! Will they not come frof the wiy of hell, froin k¥,
46 b 4ved by him?—And thus the Lord Jesus {8 dally sét
efote s, and, ih hiim, free forgivehési of all that is past; knd
if tneh will perish In multitudes, they mist pérish; But yau
that hidve a iind t6 live; comé to hirt, -

Ver. 8. For this is he that was spoken of by thé pfophet
“Btarnd.] His calling is further expressed and conifirmed by a
fropheéy of liit, designating him by the nanire of & #4i8s,
“The okt of ome orying - the whldersidss: sed Nis &y W,
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Rrepare -ye_ the way of the Lord, &c; which suita well
‘with the foregoing sum of his preaching, is in effect:the same
with ite” Repent is, prepare the way of the Lord and make
his paths straight. Repentance levels the heart to God, makes
it a plain for Christ to walk ib, ¢asts down the mountains of
pride, and riises the soul from base, low, éarthly ways and’
affections, sthooths the rugged pessions, and stfaights the
crooked deceit of the heart, makes it sincere and straight both
towards God ahd man. - And then the reason, The.kingdor.
af God ts at hand, is implied in that, Prepare Ais way ; thaet
mys, He id coming, is upon his way,"end therefore sends his
harbinger to make it fit for him. And this is our business, to be
flealing with eur hearts, levelling, smoothing, and straighten-
ing them for our Lord, that he may take delight to dwell
and walk in thens; and refresh them with his presetice; and,
éertainly, the more holy diligence is used in suiting thé
hemwhmholywm, the mote of his sweet ptesehééshallvle
wjoy.

. Ver. 4 And the same John Imd his rasment of camel&'
Aair.] Heis further destribed from his habit and courss of
life, suiting the ndture of his calling, and the struin of his
preaching. A preacher of repentance, not willingly resorting
to ceurts and cities, but keeping in the wilderness; that was,

nbt & place altogether unihhabited; but a less peopled, mougs
taindus soil, the very place of his birth ; whé had his habit snd
8it like the place, and like the etployment. Though his st¢
litude aind rough garinents aré a slender hold for the hermetical
#ay magnified in the Romish church, when that of Zechariah

fits better, and their clothes are sooner shaped to that pattetn;

where he speaks of those false tongues that weur a rough gass

ment to detevve, Zech. xiii. 4;—yet; certainly, besides, soties

what extraordinary and singular in him and his calling; o

which this was eonsonant, there is this for the exdmple of all

the messengers of God, to live a8 mhuch 4s may be it their

condition-and station; disengaged from the werld, not following

the vaint delights ayd ways of it ; nét bathing in the soladés
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‘and pleasures of earth, and entangling themselves in the cares
of it, but, sober, aad modest, and mortified in their way of
living ; making it their main business not to please the flesh,
but to do service to their Lord, to walk in his ways, and pre-
‘pare his way for him in the hearts of his people. Further,
‘this was implied in this mean way of life, that the less of hu-
man grandeur, the more of Divine power, and of the mqeuty
of God, might appear in his ministry.

Ver. 5. Then went out to kim Jerusalem, and all Judea, and
.all the region round about Jordan.] That is, great multitudes
flocked to him, to hear him, and be baptized. For though
Baptism, in the way he used it, was not usual, yet, their ac.
customed use of legal washing, made it the less strange, and
the more ‘acceptable to them. And being accompanied with
the doctrine of repentance, remission of sins, and the news of
the kingdom of heaven approaching, it could not choose but
find some reverence and attention. But certainly, of multi-
tudes that will run to the word, and, possibly, particularly
flock after the ministry of some for a time, there may be many,
‘as doubtless were there, that are but light stuff, carried with
the stream as ‘corks and straws are. Men should’ examine
well even such things as seem to speak some love to religion
m them, whether they be real or not. ~This, John does not
spare to'tell home to the seemingly best of those that came to
him, that esteemed themselves, and were esteemed by others,
more religious than the multitude. Yea, the Spirit of God
directed him to deal more sharply with them than with others
that came to him; they being of all others commonly mast
confident of self-righteousness, and therefore furthest from' the
true work of repentance, which humbles the soul to the dust, and
lays it low in its own eyes: these sects being beyond the multi-
tude, swelled with conceit of their own estate, he spares the
rest, and pricks them sharply that the tumour may fall. - It
may seem somewhat strange that he entertains so roughly
those that came respectfully to him, and with others were will-
ing and desirous to hear his doctrine, and partake of his bap-
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tism. - Was not this the way to beat them back, and make
them distaste both ?

There is indeed much prudence required in the ministers of
the word, to know to attemper their admonitions and reproofs,
that by too much rigour they discourage not weak beginners
who are inquiring after the ways of God; but withal they
should be no less wary that by.too much credulity and lenity,
they sooth not any in their formality and carnal confidence.
And the most we have to deal withal, commonly are in most
hazard upon this hand ; there is too little heart humbling. .And
oany are ready to take up some piece of reformation of" their
ways, and the externals of religion, and' deem themselves pre-
sently good Christians. Oh! the decéit and slothfulness of our
hearts! - How ready are we to lay hold upon an easy guise of
aur own, and think what some further press, is but mela.ncholy
and needless preciseness !

- Ver. 8. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.]
Though he wonders at their coming, and fairly tells them so, yet,
‘e rejects them not, despairs not of them ; hegives thém sound
advice, which implies always some hopes of prevailing. "Give
none up for desperate; catch hold of what they do, to drive
them to what further they ought to do. You profess to flee
from the wrath to come : bring forth frusts then. - You say
you are Christians and believers: Oh! let your ways and
lives say so. Let Christ dwell in your hearts, and be shewn
in your lives.

Ver. 9. Think not to say, We have Abraham to our father. ]
The foolish heart is still leaning to'this fancy of external rela-
tims and privileges. Beware; rest not on these,—the re-
formed religion, pure ordinances, or a place of esteem possibly
amongst the strictest sort of reformed professors. And do not
think you put an obligation on religion, and that it is indebted
to you; but pray take heed. God can leave you, and.deliver
Yyou up to these vain-thoughts, and provide Himself without
you.. He can draw the remotest and unlikeliest to Hlmself,
and let you go.
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. Vers 1. And this is a sifting, trying time. He cofiies, whe
will unmask your hypocrisies and search you to the bettont;
‘who will lay his axe to the root of the trees, and cut up the
ftuitless. Where the Gospel comes in greatest powet, there is
the certdinést and saddest weight of judgment on the unbe-
Jieving and impeniteiit, the formal and fruitless. :
~ Vet. 11. I tndeed baptize you unth water.] The trué badge
of a niessenger of Jesus Christ, is, to abase himself and to mag-
nify his master. Bapitisim with the Holy Ghost, and with fire,
eay, poesibly, have dome aspeet to the singular sending of the
‘Hdly Ghost in fiery tongues. That purifying vnwe, thlt
Aflame of love; Oh that we found it! -
* Ver. 12, And only they, tAe wheat, are for the ;m,
‘they that are pure and spiritual : the chaff, light and. veih
heatts, are fuel for the fite. No middle class: we must be
either baptized in that fire, or burnt in this.
" Vet. 18-.165. In the baptism of Christ, obsetve the exem-

plary humility both of the master und of thié servant: of thie
Master; in subjueting himaelf to this ordinance; of the servast
in edministeting it; firsty in his modest question and deelining
it, and secundly; in his quiet yielding and obedience. He it
‘wits 86 pute and spotless, had no neetl of that, or any sther
washing ; He, the Lamb of God that taker away the sk of
e world, as this John testified; He, the founiatn opéhed
for sin wnd iniguity, and thérefore; well says he, 7 Aase #oed
of thy baptism. Yet here he humbles himself to bé baptited.
Oh! that we who sre baptized, had more of his likeneds- in this
himble reverence for Divine urdinances, lookitig on thesi As
his ini every warrantéd hand. What theugh lié thas teathes
e less knowing and lass. spiritual than thou that heabext, sfié
that might rather learfi df thed, yet the appointment of Goll
obliges thee to dttend -as hunibly and mgardfully t hm ﬁnu
‘istry as-if he wepe an angel. -

. John retoils a little: Thus, teuly, as hein regard to the pet,

#6n, 86 will every huinbled; self-knowing minister, even in ré-
ference to the ordinances themselves, wonder often, atid bé soxves
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times at the point of forbearing. Oh! who am I, to handle such
holy things, to stand in so high a service, to convey life, I that
am dead ; to administer so high, so pure and purifying ordi-
nances, myself so impure! But again being commanded and
engaged of God’s own hand, that overcomes and silences ; and
in the continuing in the work upon that consideration, there is
110 lews, en, the greater humility, than in the other thoughts of
unfitness; ‘a submissive resignation of a man to his Lotd.
However the matter seem to me, and truly I deetn mmyself ut
#érthy of the lowest employment without thee, yet, Thou, aps
pbinting, I have no more to bay: good reason Thy will sta.nd,
anid hot mine.

Ver. 18, 17. Now in the Baptism, the huihility of both is
Hehly rewarded with so glorious a vision &hd voice. The thitg
18 meais and low in the common form of it; bapmed in thé
commion river. Oh! what transcendent gloty in such 4 Mant.
festation of that blessed Trinity 6H earth, that is the parpetual
wonder and happiness of Heaven. Oh, that we had éyes tb
#¢ it, and that our hearts were mote taken With this glaiies
Bérs; and the hopes of full vision ete long! Like o thove. Oh?
that zRat Spirit were mote sbutdant i us, ﬁowing from mh-
Hedd, on whose Head it Here restet].

My beloved Son, tn whom I am well pléased.] In this
‘Word Tied all the comfort of a Christian. No pleasingniess, nor
tdeptance, indéed, out of him; but in him, all accéptance of
all who are in him. Nothmg delights the Father but in thik
view. All'the world is as nothing in his eye, and all men
histefill atid abominable by &in. Thou, with all thy good
hahn'e and good-breeding, and good-carriage, art vile and
Cetestable out of Christ. But if thou get under the obe of
Jesus, thou and all thy guiltiness and vileness, then art thdu
hbvely in the Father's eye. Oh! that wé tould absolutely take
tp in him, whatsoever we ate, yet shroudéd under him ! ' Con-
stént, fixed believing 38 all. Let not the Father then Beé us
but in the Son, and all is well, ’
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CHAPTER IV.

Ver 1. Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil.

‘THE Apostle doth fitly style our Lord J esiJs, the captain, or
leader, of our salvation. He marches, leads all the way, puts
us on nothing that he hath not first encountered. And in-his
going before, there is that decorum there marked, Heb. xii. 10.
It was meet he should be made perfect by sufferings. So
particularly by this kind, that is the sharpest sensation, by
‘these he was entered into his calling ; initiated or consecrated,
as the word thereis. Let none; therefore, of his followers
think to go free. If you mean to follow Christ, reckon -for
temptations, to meet them even at first, and so in all the way.
-We readily misreckon, though warned ; we count as we would
‘have it; write up such ease and joys, &c., and think not on
afflictions without, and temptations within, which yet are much
our poruon here. Unwise, to put to sea and expect no storms,
nothing but fair weather! Let this be our warning, that we be
not secure ; we shall meet temptations. But let this be our
comfort, that we be not dismayed, that in this we do follow
Jhim.  He ‘went before us in this conflict, and overcame be-
-fore us, and for us; and we likewise, in his strength, shall
overcome.

Then.~When? Look backward. Then—»presently after
he was baptized, and not simply by the water of Jordan, but
by the Spirit from Heaven, and was singularly replenished,
Sfull of the Holy Ghost, as St. Luke hath it, Luke iv. 1.
Thus shalt thou be sure to be assaulted when thou hast re-
ceived the greatest enlargements from Heaven, either at the
sacrament or in prayer, or in any other way; then look for an
onset. This arch-pirate lets the empty ships pass, but lays
wait for them when they return richest laden.

Then.—Again, look forward. Then—when he was to enter
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on his work, his public ministry. Thus look to be assailed,
when thou art to engage in any special service. Each accord-
ing to his place will find this: when he is upon some purpose
of honouring God in any particular undertaking or course, and
16 nearest the performance, then shall the strength of hell be
mustered up against him. Now, knowing it to be thus, this
ought rather to embolden than discourage us in any such way.
This expert enemy knows his interest well, and does not thus
bestir himself lightly, but feels that his kmgdom is in danger,
and that he shall certainly be a loser.

- Now, as this is incident to every Christian, and partlcularly,

according to the eminency of their service, to ministers of Jesus
Christ, as here to him when towards entering on his own minis-
try, so, in this, they should reinforce themselves in him ; should
follow him on, and apply and employ him for the victory.
. This [Temptation] was one of Luther’s schoolmasters, and
80 it is to all the servants of Christ; and so are all the three;
Prayer, Meditation, and Temptation. And this is very need-
ful, that both with the more skill, and with the more com-
passion, they may be helpful to them that are tempted. Cer-
tainly in all things, experience gives the deepest sense and ‘the
readiest faculties. He who was here tempted, could know
more by speculation than ever any man; yet was it found
meet, that even He should be trained by the experience of
these things, as in that cited place, Heb. ii. 10.—perfected as
captain, made a complete commander by hard services, suffer-
ings, and temptations. So, Heb. iv. 15. and v. 2—8. Men
expert in war, laugh at the learnedest discourse of pedants, as
is reported of Hannibal.

. Oh! heart feeling is. a main thing in thxs It is going to
the wrong hand, for a troubled or tempted Christian to go to
an untroubled, untempted minister, who never knew what that
meant.. Their errand takes not: they find little ease in com-
plaining of their grief to him that never felt such a thing ; as
Nazianzen observes, that they who are stung with a serpent,
cannot -endure to bemoan themselves, to any but some that
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have felt the pain. To have found such trouble, and them an
igsue, such and such comfort,—Oh, it enables much in that
oase. See R Cor. 1. 4, 6.

Led by the Spmt] That same Spirit that came dovn qu
bim in beptism, chap. iii., here leads him forth to his conflict;
not for this alone, to seek it, but leads far such exercise thers,
wheein it was designed and appointed to meet him. The
Spirit in us, doth not carry us wilfully seeking of temptations;
yea, we pray by His direction who was thus led, that we may
not be led into temptations ; that is, that we may be so lod
into them as not ta be left to them and foiled in them ; but he
leads us into those places and employments, when we follow
his leading, wherein, by God’s disposal, we dp meet with
tewptations. And to be thus led any way whatgoever, is safe,
and the issue happy, as here it was. That is sweet in ol
things, to be carried ; not to go of ours¢lves any way, but that
of each step it may be said, Led by the Spirit. Led tq e
tempted, on purpase that he might return.with the glary of the
. Into the wilderness.] This is the field chosen for this dus}
hetwixt the voaring lion of the hottomless pit and the roysl
lion of the tribe of Judah. This Serpent tempted the first
Adam in the garden, and the Second Adam in the wilderness;
with different success indeed; and ever sinee doth still tempt
the posterity of both, in all variety of places and conditiens, in
several ways suitable. 'Company and conversation have their
temptations, and solitude, even the wilderness, hath its qwn
too. No place or estate on earth is privileged ; no busimess,
not lawful labouring, eating and drinking, yea, not fasting and
praying; yes, in these are readily the most assaults, but in
them likewise the sweetest victory : as here.

. Ver. 2. And when he had fasted forty days.] Though thn
was a miraculous and extraordinary fast, as a mark of. his exe
traordinary person and ealling, and of the ministry of the
Gospel’s harmonigusly according with the Law aad the Pro-
phets, Moses ang Elias, yet, surely & holy fast it was, wherein



OF ST. MATTHEW'S GOSPEL. a1

our Saviour (as those his forerunnets, no doubt;) fed. upon
prayer and Divine contemplation.

" He hungered.] So all along, as in this fast, so, with his
following hunger, Divine power combined with human wesks
ness, such as was sinless.

Ver. 8. Ifthou be the Son of God.] Doubden the Tempta,
was in some doubt himself about this; though he saw many
concurrent proofs of it, yet thought possibly it might be others
wise, and therefore tries. And as he expresses his own doubt;
so he suggests the doubt to our Saviour. It is vain to specify
these three temptations by three particular sins, for they are
each complicated and made up of variety, as usually all sins
are. In this I would not exclude something of working on
appeﬁte, stirring to an impatient, intemperate haste in satias
fying that; and the exception is weak, that it is not delicacies,
but bread that is propounded, for that is as strong a temptation
in extreme hunger, as delicacies ; but the maip is unbelief,
and so making haste. So, in the first temptation of our first
parents, the matter of pleasing appetite made some ingredient,
but the chief thing was unbelief: Yeoa, Aath God said? Gen,
iii. 6. And so here, If thou be the 8on of God. And as
that was joined to pride, stirring them to a proud desire ta be
gods, so, in this case, Satan aims at drawing a needless shew
of it, that Christ was God. And our Saviour's answer meets
all these suggestions: that of his pressing hunger, finding
another answer for it than bread ; that is not the only thing
for it ; that of doubting or unbelief, (as it was the main evil,
8o the main of the answer stands opposed to it,) trusting in the
word of God, that is, in His power and effectual suppors. I
need not myself try conclusions to see whether I be the Son of
God, nor (which answers the bent of it) need I at this time
give a trial that I am the Son of God. So he diverts the
satisfying him in that point of his Godhead, and answers only
for a man: Man shall not live upon bread alone, &o.

" The second and third temptations, whether they were by
change of place, or representation of species, as I think it
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cannot be forcibly either concluded or refuted either way, so
it is not of much benefit or importance that it should be. The
notion of throwing him down headlong, (though it is not thus
urged by any that I remember,) seems to me with the strongest
appearance to incline to a real standing upon the place ; for if
not, then it was necessary that both the place and the steepness,
should not only be represented to our Saviour’s imagination,
but that he should really believe that he was there; otherwise,
the temptation of casting himself down from thence, were alto-
gether null, and could have no place. Nor, though it may be
granted that he might suffer a false representation, (somewhat
of which must likely be allowed, to make up the third tempta-
tion, with the advantage of a high mountain,) yet, whether we
may fairly admit in our Saviour, an apprehension of such a
false representation as true, should be considered.

But leaving that, we find the second temptation to be, clearly,
to a presumptuous tempting of God, and the third, to the
horriblest apostasy from God, even to worshipping of the devil,
and that baited with an offer of the world ; first to commit
idolatry to it, and then next, to himself for it. He is clearly
beat off in all; it could not be otherwise. But truly this may
seem strange, that Satan durst suggest such horrid, foul no-
tions, to so holy, so singularly a holy man, for that at least he
knew him to be, and had strong suspicions that he was more
than a man, even the Son of God. . :

. And this I think the sovereign satisfaction of a soul, in the
matter of blasphemous injections, which many, even holy per-
sons, are troubled with: much is said to it by many; but
surely there is nothing like the view of this instance. “That
be uses thee so, what wonder? He had the hardiness even to
use thy Lord so, who was so high above all stain of sin, asin
all things, so in these. True indeed, we cannot well avoid all
soil, but some guilt sticks to us; as from the throwing of a
dirty ball against the wall, though it is presently beat back,
yet it leaves a spot behind ; our nature being so easily recep-
tive of sinful defilement. But he was altogether undefilable
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in all assaults; yet this is our grand comfort, that he was
tempted, and even.that with such vile things. "So then, if
finding any such thing, cry to him for help, as one who can
feel it, and entreat him to see how grating these thoughts are
to thee, and to pity thee, and repel Satan; and he will do it
and will account those not thy sin at all, but his, and if any
thing stick, will wash it off with his own blood.

Observe. The Devil can cite scripture. Receive not, then,
every thing at first, that comes with an it us written ; and as
not every. thing of men’s opinions thus backed, so, not those
doubts that are raised within thee, and managed against thee
in this ' way. - How often does Satan make a poor believer at a
stand by some scripture objection! But take this course, follow
thy Captain in this. Satan is a liar, and cuts and pares when
he cites; as he here left out, thy ways, to make room for, Cast
thyself. headlong, which was not the way. Now, our Saviour
does _not contest with him about this, takes no notice of that
sleight, but, in a plain, full counter-blow, beats him out of it,
gives him another it is written, that carries clear how he abused
his.. And there is admirable wisdom in thxs, much more than
if he had disputed about the word which all observe here, was
cunningly left out; for in this, our Saviour teaches us our
better way in this case, either with perverse men, in the avouch-
ing of their errors, or with Satan, in his thus assaulting us
with misalleged scripture, not so much to subtilize about the
very place or:words abused. - It may be so cunningly done
sometimes, that we cannot well find it out; but this downright,
sure way beats off the sophister with another place," clearly
and plainly carrying that truth which he opposes and we ad-
here to.. So, though thou. canst not clear the sense of an ob-
scure’ scripture, thou shalt ‘always find a sufficient guard in
another that 18 clearer.

Our _Saviour was pleased thus to bear many assaults, and:
thus to fence and beat off the Tempter by the word, both for-
our instruction and comfort, who otherwise, for himself, could.
immediately have repelled him, and-sent him back at first.

Vou. IIL D
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But indeed he pleased not himself in any thing ; had an eye
to us in all he did and suffered, and did all in reference to our
advantage. Oh, how should we love him !

And let not any abuse of the scripture, by Satan or by men,

abate our esteem, or lead us to abandon our use of it ; but let
us study it still, labour to be well acquainted with it; make it
our magazine, have ready our defences from thence in all kinds
of assault. Oh! let this word dwell richly in us, for it is our
life. A stone out of this brook smites Goliath. And observing
these evils here, labour to be fortified against them. Surely
they were main ones, that were brought forth in this combat.
Ready we are either to distrust our God, or, in abused confi.
dence, to presume upon unwarranted ways. And for the third
temptation, how strong is it, though not to gain that gross
point of disclaiming God for love of the world, yet, how many
hearts are secretly and insensibly inveigled and stolen away
from Him by it, drawn to neglect His worship, or to cold re-
missness in it, and to follow the ways of the honour, gain, or
pleasures of this world, that Satan suggests, and so to worship
him and it altogether, instead of the Lord our God, whom
alone we are to adore and serve, and whose due is all our
heart !
- Ver. 10. Get thee hence, Satan.] Thus, when any thing
moves to debauch and draw off the heart from Geod, 1t is to be
beat away with indignation. And thus in all conflicts, continue
fighting in thy Lord’s strength : give not over, resist still, and
the enemy shall flee, as here.

Ver. 11. Then the devil leaveth him.] Retires indeed, but
it was for a season, as St. Luke hath it there ; ch. iv. ver. 15:
So we should still make for new onsets, and not promise our-
selves, upon a cessation, perpetual quiet, but rather fortify in
those times of breathing. But this know, that our Lord is
tender of us, and will inlay our painful conflicts with ‘sweet
comforts. Let us remember to call our Lord to take him off,
and he will not see us surcharged or tempted above what we
are able, or he enables us, to bear; and he will refresh us with
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cohsolations, strong consolations as we need.  And these in &
high degree usually follow hard conflicts patiently and stoutly
sustained. Our Lord had a cordial draught both before and
after this conflict : before, in the last verse of chap. iii., he was
confirmed in the very point he was assaulted in; This is my
beloved Son. And as he was confirmed before, so was he com-
forted after; The angels came and ministered to him. Oh |
the sweet issue our Lord gives to many a sad bdttle of weak
Christians, wherein they possibly thought once, that all was
jost, and that they should never hold out, and come through
it! But never think so: we shall come through all, and the
day shall be ours. ' o
Ver. 12. Now when Jesus had heard that Jokn was cast
inso prison, he departed into Galilee.] We need not feat. God
uses men, but needs them not: when they are restrained or
removed, he can provide more. When John is shut up, Jesus
comes forth, - ' ' .
Ver. 18. And leaving Nazareth.] Not being honoured in
his own country. So, commonness of things makes them cheap
and low with us, how excellent soever. This disease of light-
hess and novelty so natural to us, we have need to watch
against. ) 2 )
'Ver. 14--16. That it might be fulfilled, &c.] Now the
prophecy is raised to its higher sense. The relief which the
prophet speaks of, in relation to a temporal sense, was but a
thadow. '~ This is light indeed, Jesus coming into their coasts ;
the Sun of righteousness arising. Oh, how pitiful is the con-
dition of those nations that still are in darkness, destitute of
his light! How should we pity them! But how much more
pitiable their condition, who, in the midst of this light, are still
in darkness; it shining in their land, but not in their hearts!
These still are under the shadow of death. Oh! fear and
tremble, you that in the clear Gospel light, are sitting still in
your natural darkness of mind and hardness of heart, and still
loving that darkness, and refusing this Divine light. Oh! let
itin, that you may live, and not pass from darkness to darkness;
. D2



86 LECTURES ON THE FIRST NINE CHAPTERS

from inward darkness to utter darkness, where is nothmg but
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth.

Ver. 17. From that time Jesus began to preach.] So gave
he forth light by preaching, shewing the way of salvation. And
He was eminently the light,~~He, that very wayof salvation:
He, the Prince and Saviour exalted to give repentance, and
remission. of sins, and. the kingdom, -yet, humbles himself-to
be the Herald, to proclaim his own gift and pardon.. - And in
humbling himself to this work of preaching, he hath. highly
exalted it. Shall ever that be accounted low,. and fit only. for
mean persons, which the Lord of Glory made his calhng ‘and
work in the world ?

And to say,” Repent, for the kingdom . of Heamm -ts at
hand.] This was said before to be the sermon of his. Fore-
runner ; not only the same sense, but the .very same words.
He who needed to borrow from none, but gives all to all, . yet
disdains not to preach this over after John Baptist. There is
certainly a pride and vanity in the minds of men, in'that.ex-
treme affecting still either.to speak or hear new things. Ob
were you calléd together often, and this said as from God,
Repent ye; for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand, and found
obedient, now one heart yielding, and then another, thoughit
might séem’ poor,to vain heads, yét Oh, what excellent. preach-
ing were it! God’s. voice more regardéd ‘and ‘owned, would
make that sweet which we often despise. .

Repent for the Icmgdom of Heaven 1is at hand Oh, sweet
invitation, the offer of a pardon to a repenting sinner ; but
how much more that of a kingdom! He might say, Repent, for
the prison of Hell is at hand, if ye do not ; but rather he this
way draws, by the happiness and glory. attendmg our. return.

Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Axnd at
hand to you, if ye repent, to be yours; grace and all the rich
promises of it, and, within a while, full glory. . And no more
ado; itis at hand. Let go your hold of the one, and straight
catch hold of the other ; it is at Aand. But who beheves thls ?
If we do, what madness is it not to accept it !
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- The chapter’ hath, first, our Saviour’s préparation to his
" public calling ; secondly, His begun administration of it in all
the three parts, preaching of the Gospel, ca.llmg dxsclples, and
‘working miracles. '

Ver. 18. - And Jesus walkmg by the sea of Galilee, saw two
brethren.] Here we have the calling of two pairs of brethren,
botli of the same calling, fishers, to a higher calling of the same
naine, fishers still,: but, of men : that is the excellency and
dignity.of it. -Not now to follow out the resemblance, there is
much att in this divine fishing of human souls, both in casting
the net in public preaching, and angling in private converse.

Ver. 19. And they straightway left their nets, and followed
kim.] This was as Elijah’s touch to Elisha, What have I done
to thee? Did our hearts once hear his voice, net ‘would not
entangle us ; nor cables bind us; no friends, nor parents, nor
business would hold us : we should break from all, yea, if it
might be otherwise, would run from all, to follow Him.

Ver. 28. And Jesus went about all Galilee.] . Here observe
his Divine power and goodness shining forth in the miraculous
cure of all diseases. - But these bodily cures were but preludes
of the main work ; but signs hung ‘out to shew where the Phy-
sician of souls dwelt. And whatsoever be thy spiritual mala-
dies, though never so many and so desperate, yet come. Never

any came to him and went away uncured.

CHAPTER V.

Ver. 1.—12. And seeing the multltudeu, he went up_into a ‘mountain,
And’ when he was sat, his disciples came unto him.

Ver2. And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are
the poor, &c. _

OraEgs may grow stale, but this sermon never so often read
over, is always new, Oh, how full of Divine doctrine! How
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plain, and yet how high and excellent, delighting the soul as a
bright day, clear light all along! We need not strain for the
clearness of it upon that word, He opened his mouth ; for
every word here spoken, speaks for itself; carries, as light
does, its own evidence. He begins with that great point which
all are concerned in, and all naturally someway desirous to
know, the doctrine of blessedness, in short aphorisms; and the
rest of his discourse follows out the same argument, directing
the way to happiness in those graces, purity, meekness, mercy,
&c. For although all grace is radically one, and he that hath
one, hath all, yet, they are thus specified ; 1st. For the weak-
ness of our apprehensions, which take not full views so easily,
they are spelled out to us, but is only so, that taking them the
easier severally, as letters of one word, we may set them toge-
ther again, as all being one blessedness. 2ndly. Though every
true Christian hath all graces, yet all are not alike eminent in
all. We may confidently say, that there is no one who equally
excels in every grace, but in several persons, several particular
graces do most act and evidence themselves, shooting up above
the rest; yea, in one and the same person, one grace will, at
some times, be more evident and sensible than at .others.
8dly. They are thus parcelled out to us, that we may apply
ourselves the more particularly sometimes to the study of one,
sometimes to the study of another, the neglect whereof is a
great cause of our great deficiency in them all. We hear
them and like them, may be, and think, these are good, but
we do not set to the attainment of them: we applaud, and
leave them there ; approve all, and neglect all. If at any time
we have any desires after them, they are general and confused:
We grasp at all, and catch nothing.

This I would recommend, to be more partmular in our
purposes ; sometimes to set ourselves to some one grace, not
secluding nor turning away the rest, for that cannot be, but
yet, more particularly plying that one, were it kumility, poverty
of spirit, meekness, or any other ; and for some time to make
that one our main task, were it for some weeks or months
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together, and examine every day’s practice in that particularly.
But like unsettled students among many books, we rove and
reel, and make offers at every grace, and still lag behind, and
make no considerable purchase nor progression in any.

Now, for blegsedness, what is the common voice, at least,
of men's minds and practices, though they speak it not out ?
Blessed are the rich, the honourable, the well-landed or well-
befriended, and they that can grow great enough in the world |
But if we believe t4is Teacher, it is not these; no such matter.
But if blessedness be in things spiritual and inward, then men
would imagine readily of those things which sound highest,
that have some grandeur, and somewhat heroic in them,—in
great knowledge of faculty, and zeal for high services, or in
raptures, and ecstasies, and singular divine experiences. But
here is nothing of these neither, but the meanest, most des-
pised things ; yea, those that (some of them) seem to sound as
miserable and sad : The poor in spirit—they that mourn—the
meek, &c. Oh! sweet, lowly graces, poverty of spirit, meek-
ness, that grow low, and are of dark hue, as the violets, but of
a fragrant smell ; as one says, chief in garlands: these are
prime in the garlands of a Christian. Oh! study these; seek
to have them growing within you. Suffering remarkable
martyrdom may seem to have some lustre in it; but how take
you it, to be reviled, and scoffed at, and hated, and taunted,
by Christians in name, because thou desirest to be one indeed ?-

Each of these beatitudes, for all the low sound at first, ends
high, and makes good the title. Blessed are the poor in spirit ;
ay, they are the only rich, heirs to a kingdom, and such a
kingdom : theirs is the kingdom of God. Lofty, vain minds
are truly base. By poverty in spirit, is meant, I conceive,
not only a sense of spiritual want, (though commonly it is so
taken,) but, more comprehensively, a lowly frame of heart, not
swelled either with desires, or delight, or conceit, of any worldly
advantage, or self-excellency, either outward or inward. Thus'
may a man be, amidst very many such advantages and riches,’
poor, and that is, his blessing. Yet here is connoted, I con-
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ceive, the condition of ‘outward poverty as more suiting, and
usually more connected with that temper of spirit. * In .St.
Luke it is, Blessed are the poor, opposed to the rich.. -And
he that is poor in spirit, if outwardly poor, is truly rich in the
midst of poverty. So, they that mourn shall be comforted,
and the meek shall inkerit the earth. Not that this is their all,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven, also. But this word
from the Psalm, carries a fit promise, that meekness, seeming
to be that which makes a man a prey to every one, and easily
wronged and thrust out by all, yet shall be provided and.pro-
tected, and he shall enjoy so much even of this earth as is fit
for him, with more quiet and sweetness, than the proud and
boisterous, who are ever, almost, in contentions. )

The pure in heart, abridging themselves of sights and enjoy-
ments that the world seeks after—sensual delights, tke lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,—shall
have a better sight, and purer joy, suiting them ; sweetest
communion with God here, and ere long full vision : ' for tlwy
shall see God. Soin the rest, it is clear.

Blessed are they which are persecuted—— Rejoice.] Look‘
off from your sufferings, and each way you will find matter of
encouragement and joy. Look back to the prophets that were
before you, and look forward to the reward in heaven that is
before you. The firm belief of that kingdom, that glery
above, that vision, what will not make easy to forego or
undergo, to do or suffer? It isthe want of that belief, that
keeps the low things of this earth.so high in our esteem.

Ver. 18, 14. Ye are the salt of the earth—ye are the light
of the world.] This next point particularly concerns the dis.
ciples, and after them, the ministers of Christ. In these re-
semblances lie their dignity and their duty ; and the former is
used for urging the latter; and that is the best view of it.
Let men look as much as they can upon the excellency of. this
their high calling, so that it raise their spirits to high endeavours:
of acting suitably to it. What a simple thing, to feed self-
conceit by this! Alas, poor man ! Heis /ight indeed in anqther
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sense,” who grows vain upon it that he is called light, and does
not rather tremble that he is so unlike itin this. Sali—What
were all table provisions without this? Light—What were
the world without this ? .Christ communicates his own name to
them, The light of the world. = All the children of God are
children of light, but his messengers more eminently so. Men
that think .ministers a needless commodity in ‘the ‘world, if
they give any belief to the Gospel, may see what they are

and if you could live well w1thout salt, ‘and without hght, 80
nugilt ye without ministers. ' ‘

- ‘But, alas ! how much unsavoury salt, how many dark lights

are amongst us! And if the salt lose its savour, it can do
good “to nothing, and nothing can do good to it. The most
unprofitable piece of the world, is either a profane, a carnal,
or a formal, dead minister; he is good for nothing,—unsa-
voury. salt, of all things the most unsavoury. And if the light
within thee be darkness, (as our Saviour says afterwards,) Aow
great vs that darkness ! Oh, that Christ shined more in our
labours, in our conversation, and in companies where we come;
that we were more savoury and seasoning others; not in jest-
ings, or in sports, (these salts are unsavoury in ministers,) but
in words of edification, ministering grace to the hearers! And
this, though it specially applies to ministers, yet extends to all
Christians. "Let your light so shine, not to make yourselves
somebody, but for the glory of the Fatheér of lights, whence
you have that light, your Heavenly Father. Oh, that this
were predominant in all! Happy that heart that is filled with
constant desires of this, and that aims at the glory of God,
minding self in nothing, but God in all! -

- Ver. 17. Think not that I am come to destroy the law or
the prophets.] He lays hold of this, takes occasion upon clear-
ing a mistake that had arisen respecting him, to pass on to such
doctrines as he knew were necessary for the eclearing of the
Law of God; wronged by false glosses ; and he thus vindicates

both himself and that Law whereof he was the lord and author,
Some, ‘possibly;- to” obstruct his way, and prejudice him in
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men’s opinions, spake of him as a teacher of new doctrine, and
an enemy of the Law: others, it may be, hearing of a dec-
trine that sounded new, would willingly have had it so, would
have been free, and enjoy libertinism. Now, to dispel both
misapprehensions, our Saviour owns his purpose to be nothing
such. On the contrary, I come not to destroy, but to fulfil.
This did he in all things, in doctrine and in practice ; and he
declares it a thing impossible for any to annul the Law ; that
if any should offer at it, in his actions or doctrine, he should
undo himself, but not the least tittle of the Law. Yet further,
these men that cry up the Laws and would charge me with the
dissolving of it, for all their noise, I declare to you, that except
you take heed, and observe that Law better than they do, ye
cannot enter into Heaven. How many deceive themselves, as
these self-pleasing, vain men did! But be warned. Ezeept
your righteousness, your religion, go beyond the civil neigh-
bour, the good church-keeper, the formal, painted professor,
ye shall fall short of that which both you and they reckon
upon. How many, who think themselves fair for Heaven,
shall find themselves wofully mistaken, when it is past help!
Oh! examine well in due time, and see whether you are in-
deed for Heaven or not. It is the saddest mistake ever man
fell into, to dream on of Heaven, till he find himself in Hell.
Ver. 21. Ye have heard, &c.] Now he clears the Law, and
teaches the true spiritual sense of it, in divers points of it,
wherein it was grossly abused ; shews that it binds not only
the hand and the tongue, but even the heart. Men aiming at
self-righteousness by the Law, and desirous of that as cheap
as might be, with the least pains, not being willing or able to
rise to its perfection, drew it down and shaped it to their im-
perfection ; cut it to the measure of external obedience, and
that of the easiest size. Thus men readily do; they rather
fancy the word and rules of Christianity to their humours,
than purge and correct those humours by the word. 'This ex-
position of the sixth commandment, condemns not only gross
murder,- but rash anger and reviling speech, as a breach of it,



OF ST, MATTHEW'S GOSPEL. = 43

and condemnable : which is expressed in allysion to the civil
judicatures among the Jews, and thence, in case of any such
thing, he presses speedy and undelayed reconcilement, as a
thing most acceptable to God, and without which no other
homages or religious performances would be acceptable to him.
Now it i8 not only anger without cause that is condemned, but
vain, undue abger, exceeding cause and meagsure. Were thera
the consciousness and constant regard of this; were every re.
proachful or disdainful word, every harsh look, every rising
angry thought against thy brother looked on as murder, Oh,
in what order would it put thy tongue, eye, and heart, in this
respect ! This we hear, and think it should be thus, but we
have not resolved that it must be thus, do not watch and pray.
that it may be so, after an unchaste look and touch of impure
desire, though not breaking out to act, yea, though not ripening
within to full consent.

And by occasion of this, a man being ready to think, Oh,
how strait, how hard is this ! he adds in verse 29, a useful ad.
vice, and a powerful cncouragement with it. If thine eye of-
fend thee—any thing that proves a esnare, how dear soever, as
aright eye, or right hand. Men are loath to pare off or abridge
occasions of sin, where some strong interest binds them. But
thus to go whole and sound to hell!—Oh! better limp to
_heaven.

Ver. 81, Then follows, of diworce, which, upon any differ-
ence, was worn into common use, and opinion of lawfulness.
Afterwards, he speaks of usual vain swearing, a sin which
men have always affected, even they who, by profession, are
God’s own people: at which a man might wonder, did not we
find it so lamentably true. But yet, Swear not at all, not.
after the liberty you take by swearing either by heaven or
earth, thinking thus you spare God’s name; but swearing by
them must have relation to God, and so his name is interested.

But Oh! a little reverence for the great God would make
thee tremble atit. Nothingis a stronger evidence of a graoeles:
heart, than oaths and profane swearing. . :
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Lastly, at verr 43, we have that sweet doctrine of not re:
venging, but patiently bearing, and readily forgiving of inju-
ries, and loving enemies, and doing good to all. . This does
not bar any calm way of self-righting, to which there is some-
times an obligation; but men over-stretch it, and passion and
self-love domineer; under this pretext. - Therefore, the words
sound a little extreme, as a counter-bowing of our crooked
hearts, but it is to bring them straight. Let Julian and other
atheists laugh at it, but it is the glory of Christians. . No doc- .
trine or religion in the world, presses so much clemency and
innocency, and bounty as theirs, even to sworn enemies. . This,
we say, is its glory. And whereas it seems to render men
sheepish, to make them less than men, it makes them indeed
more than men, even like God. Benignity and -inercy . are
Divine and Godlike, chief traits of God’s image in his children.
His sun rises, and his rain descends on the just and the unjust.
So, a diffusive, sweet, bountiful soul, is still desiring to do
good, by hand, by counsel, by any comfort. within its reach
towards all, rewarding good for evil. These things, deeply
thought on and really practised, would make Christians in-
deed, children like their Heavenly Father.

CHAPTER VL.

CuzisT’s business upon earth was, to bring. man to Heaven.
He came down, and became man, for that purpose ; came forth
from God, to bring us back to God. 1. Pet. iii. 18... As his
life and death, so, his Divine doctrine tends to that, to en-
lighten the minds of men with the right knowledge,’ and inflame
their hearts with the real love of God. We are drowned in
sense and the love of earthly things; and in spiritual  things,
our hearts are sensual and earthly. Now you. perceive. the
doctrine of this chapter, 4clearly a.iming at the raising_ of men’s
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hearts to Heaven. ~ That is the end of the Gospel and all
preaching, that men may learn in all their actions, to eye God
more and man less; to be less earnest and careful for earth;
and:more for Heaven. This is the scope of the chapter.

These two main evils in the heart of man, hypocrisy and

earthliness, spring from ignorance and forgetfulness of God:
Deep persuasions of God and heavenly things, would set men
and earthly things very low in our hearts. -Would it be pos-
sible for.men to love the praise of men more than the praise
of God, if they considered what He is, and what man is; how
high and how lasting a good is His liking and approbation,
how poor and vanishing a thing in man’s good opinion? Oh,
atheism, atheism! hence springs the love of present things:
Both these go. under that name, present esteem, and present
possessions. : The one, the love of air, (as I may say,) the
other, the love of earth; and both spring from want of belief
and love of Heaven, so high above both. This is the great
work, to call off the eye from this low prospect, to raise it up
higher, to look not on things seen, but on things not seen.
And Oh, the odds! Things that are seen, are temporal ;
things that are not seen, are eternal. 2 Cor. iv. 18. - At this
our Saviour aims his discourse, to persuade men to singleness
of heart in their performance of religious duties, and modera-
tion of mind in their provision for earthly necessities. - -

Havmg spoken of doing good in:the former chapter, he
speaks now of the manner and intention which is chiefly to be
heeded,  to:exceed the Pharisees, ‘who did many outward ac-
tions, particularly of these here specified, -but spoiled all by
the wretched. desire of vain glory ; a subtle evil preying most
on best things, alms, prayer, &c.,—a moth t.hat breeds in and
corrupts-the finest garments.

The duties he' particularly names, are these three, Alms,
Prayer, ‘Fasting. * Alms I scruple not to call a religious duty,
thoyghi of the Second Table; upon the apostle St. James’s war-
Tt Jam. i. 27, " And the way of it ‘which " our Saviour here
teaches,- !ﬂl.make it religious indeed : to regard God in it,
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not to seek to dppéar to man, yea, to seek not td appear to
man; to hide and cover it all that thou canst from men. We
are commanded, indeed, in the former chapter, to let our lght
shine before men : this here is not contrary, yea, thatis the
same with this : this barring vain self-glory, that directing to
God’s glory. Let your light shine, but so shine, (like the
sun that gives light and scarcely suffers you to look upon itself))
that they may see your works, yourselves as little as may be,
and may glorify, not you, but your Heavenly Father. Good
actions cannot well be hid, and possibly, some ever of tHis sott,
giving of alms. Yea, sometimes it may be necessary for ex-
ample and exciting others, that they should know of ‘it. But
take heed that vanity creep not in under this. And further
than cither umavoidable necessity, or some evident further
good of thy neighbour carries it, desire to be unknown and
unseen in this. When it must be public, let thy intention be
secret. 'Take no delight in having the eyes of men on thee;
yea, rather count it a pain, and still eye God alone, for He
eyes thee. And remember it, even in public acts of charity,
and other such like, He sees in secret. Though the action be
no secret, the spring, the source of it i8, and He sces by what
weights the wheels go, and He still looks upon that; views
thy heatt, the hidden bent and intention of it, which man cannot
see. So then, though in some cases thou must be seen to do, yet,
in no case do to be seen : that differs much, and where that is,
even the other will be as little as may be. Thou wilt desire
rather, and, where it can be, still choose to do unseen, that
others should know as little of thy charity as may be, besides
the party that receives it ; yea, if it might be, that even the
party might not know,—as he that stole in money under his
sick friend's pillow ; yea, to let thy very self know as little as
possible, as out Saviour here expresses it, Let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth. An excellent word | -Reflect
not on it as thy action, with self-pleasing ; that is the left hand
in view; but look on God’s goodness to thee, that thou art
not in the receiver's room, and he in:thine; that He maked
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thee able to relieve another, which many are not, and being
able, makes thee willing, which far fewer are. For both, thou
art to bless Him, and be the humbler, the more thou dost.
Take thy very giving to thy distressed brother, as a gift from
God, a further obligation on thee. Though He is pleased to
become thy debtor for a further reward, yet, truly, the thing
itself is His gift, and a great one, as David acknowledges ex-
cellently in their offering to the Temple, 1 Chron. xxix. 14:
But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able
to offer so willingly, after this sort? For all things come of
Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee. Not only the
power, but the will is from God, both of Thine own which we
give Thee. : : '

Oh, how far are the most from this direct looking to God,
this heart-enlarging love of God! And therefore are they so
close-handed to the necessities of the poor, even of the saints,
where some enforcing occasion, some eye of men, some wretched
side respect or other, draws it not forth. A thousand objec:
tions are raised: either they need it not, or will not accept of
ity or have this fault or that, are proud or idle, &c. But doés
not thy God see what is at the bottom of all this logic, these
disputes before they come off with any thing ? And when thou
dost give, how much of self, and how little of God is there in
it] The left hand knows, yea, it is done with the left hand,
though the bodily right hand do it. Most men’s charity is
altogether left-handed : sinister respects and ingentions are the
_ main ‘movers in it.

But how noble and happy a thing is a truly Lberal heart!
Even natural liberty hath much beauty in it, but much more
that which is spiritual and Christian. According to thy power,
sbounding in good works, that is riches,—rick in good works;
and ke that soweth plentifully, shall reap plentifully. And’
be cheerful in it, and do this for God, out of love to Him.
And for the fruit, how rich is that! So much as it is fit to
look to reward, look to God’s only. Take Him as thy debtor
wpon His word, rather than present payment from men.
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Theirs is present indeed, and our carnal hearts areall for the
present, but consider, as it is present, so it passes presently,
and is straightway spent. God’s reward, though to come, is
yet certain, and when come, is abiding, everlasting. Thus,
in respect of all good actions, and a holy self-denying course
of life, in nothing take pay of men. How vain, what smoke
is it, their breath, and how soon will it be spent! And then,
when thou shouldst come to look for a reward from God, to
know it is done, that you are paid already ! That well judged,
is one of the saddest words in all the scripture, the hypocrite’s
doom. He hath no more to look for ; he would be seen, and
was seen ; he would be praised of men, and praised he was;
he is paid, and can expect no further, but that reward which
he would gladly miss, the hypocrite’s portion, eternal fire.

As to Prayer, how foolish and wretched a thing is-it, to
speak to God, and look to men! What is there wherein the
heart will be single and abstracted from men, and commune
with God alone, if not in prayer ?

Another evil, much like to that of shew, is here corrected; an
affected, empty, babbling, length in prayer, without affection.
The want of that, makes a short prayer long and babbling;
while much of that, makes a long prayer short: as in a speech,
the quality is the measure of the quantity, a long speech may.
be very short. This affected length we incline to very much
in holy exercises; many beads are dropped, and paternosters
said, &. We lay too much stress on the continuance and
length ; think all's well, if enough be done; whereas God's
thoughts are far ot ours should conform to his. - It is
enough if well done. If the heart is close to him in ever so
short a prayer, there is much said in a little. We usually,
speak many words, and say little. - For he]p in this, the most
excellent model given by our Saviour, is here inserted ; the
beautiful order and full comprehensive- matter of -which, can
never be enough admired.

Then as to Fastmg, which i is a necessary help of Prayer g
it does unclog and free the ngs of the soul to mount to
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Heaven; and in some respects, it is a help to alms too. The
same rule must here be observed, to appear as little as may
be; for the affected discovery spoils and loses all, yea, the
needless discovery runs too much hazard, therefore it is by all
means to be avoided. Personal fasting should be. conducted
secretly. Practise constant temperance. Better to let the
bridle be always short held on thy appetite, than sometimes to
pull it in extremely, and then lay the reins loose again; that
is the way to stumble and fall in both.

Ver. 19. Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth.]

In these words our Saviour enforces the other point of mode-
ratton. 'The heart in Heaven, and fixed on the true treasure
there, is the only way to regulate and moderate the desires in
all things on earth. For it is the distempered love of earthly
things, that causes all the distracting care about them ; and the
cause of that distempered love to earth, is ignorance of Heaven,
and disaffection to it. Men may discourse of many considera~
tions, and sometimes think soberly, how foolishly man turmoils,
ad 7s disquieted tn vain, heaping up, and not knowing who
shall ‘possess, and knowing certainly that not he very long, that
he is shortly to leave all. But these things will not prevail ;
men keep their hold. Not only their hands, but their hearts are
still fastened to what they have, and what they would have still
more of, rather than of those excellent things which would call
them off from earthly enjoyments, to fix them on Heaven and
immortality, if these were really believed.

Where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal.] Inward decay, and outward hazards!
The treasure above is free from both. Oh, that ours were
there ! But hearts that are so little there, make it very ques-
tionable. Oh, for an eye single and pure, enlightened to

 behold that blessed hope, and to fix uponit! Can an heir of
Heaven be much troubled upon earth? Impossible. If at
any time his heart bends that way, will he not straightly check
himgelf, and think, What am I doing? Is this my business?
Vou. IIL, E
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The Gentiles seek for them, and look for no more ; they must
make the best of them; but would I be content with this for
my portioni 7 Where lies my treasure ? Who is my master ?

Ver. 24—84. No man can serve two masiers.— Therefors
1 say unto you, take no thought for your life.] Our Savicur
here argues against the service of the world ;. first, 88 unworthy
a servant of Christ; secondly, as impossible for him ; thirdly,
as needless, and that at large. Your Aeavenly Father knows
your need, and cares for you. Ye need not both care; his
care is sufficient. Further, it is fruitless: such your perplexing
care is, for due diligence in one’s calling, is not barred; yea,
that is to be used, that we may care the less. Thet, it avails
nothing. Ver.27. Which of you by taking thought ean add
one cubit unto his stature ? Lay these things together. Your
Father will care and provide. He that clothes the lilies, and
feeds the birds, will he allow his children to starve and go
naked? Then think how preposterous and absurd to distrust
him in these petty things, when you trust him in so much
greater. .

Ver. 83. But seek ye first the kingdom of God. A king-
dom! Obh, seek that, and atcount, as he does, all things else but
accessaries, a parcel by the bye, to be cast in. But alas!
little see we of that great inheritance, that kingdom, and there-
fore these little, poor things still seem so great with us.

CHAPTER VII.

Wz have here continued the dropping of the Divine doc-
trine of Christ, distilling as the dew in several brief rules, as
pure pearly drops of heavenly wisdom, in divers parnculm o
main use and concernment.

First, there is a direction concerning judging of men,.
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ver. 1—6. Then, another, regarding the supplicating of God,
ver.7—11. After that, the straight rule of equity given us,
ver. 12. And then, the straight way of happiness recom-
mended, ver. 18, 14 Lastly, & double word of caution to
undeceive us, both in the discerning of -others’ teaching; and
our own learning, vet. 15—27: we are to beware that we be
not deluded by false teachers, and that we delude not our-
selves, being false learners under the teaching of truth. These
are most weighty points; but light vain hearts are little taken
with them.

Ver. 1—8. Judge not, that ye be not judged.] Thisisa
most common evil in man’s perverse nature. Even moral
men have taken notice of it; yea, almost every man perceives
and hates it in another, and yet hugs it in himself. This is the
evil—unequal judging; sharp-sightedness in the evils of
others, and blindness in our own. And this very evil itself,
of unequal judging, we can perceive in another, and overlook
in our own bosom. What discourse fills most societies, and
tonsumes their time, but descant on the conditions and actions
of others !

Lawful judgments in states, for the censuring and punish.
ment of crimes, are not barred; nor, in private persons, a
prudent discerning of what is evil and sinful in others, and
judging accordingly of it. But this judging is, the usually
taking the chair to cehsure all persons and affairs about us;
the prying into the actions, yea, even the intentions of men,
either through a false glass, seeing faults where there are
none, or through a magnifying and multiplying glass, making
them appear many more than indeed they are. This is done,
first, by a curious. searching into the actions of others; secondly,
by the censuring of good and indifferent actions as evil; thirdly,
by hasty, rash censuring of doubtful actions, though a little
mspicious ; fourthly, by a true censuring of evil actions, yet
not with a good intention, not to amend but to defame thy
i brother; and; fifthly, by a desperate sentencing of the final
estate even of the worst.

' E2
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This is here declared to be dangerous and preposterous.
1st. Dangerous, by drawing an answerably severe censure
and judgment upon ourselves, usually even from men, but
however, certainly from God. . Thou that playest the arch
critic on all around thee, art thou without fault? Hast thou
flattered thyself into such a fancy, as to think that thou-art
above all exception? Is there nothing, either a true or a
seeming blemish, for any to point at in thee? Surely there is
something, some part lying open, that men may hit thee; and
they will surely not miss to do it, if thou provokest them.
However, remember, if thou shouldest escape all tongues,
and pass free this way, yet, One unavoidable searching hand
thou must come under ; Hvs judgment who sees thee to the
bottom, and can charge thee with the secret sins of thy bosom.
He can, and will so pay thee home, all thy unjust judgments
of thy brethren, with just judging of thy ways and thoughts,
that thou thyself shalt confess no wrong is done to thee. For
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged. :

Then, 2dly. It is absurd and preposterous. First cast
the beam out of thine own eye. 1f thou wouldst, to any good
purpose, take knowledge of thy brother’s failings, begin at
home ; so clear thine eye as to discern aright. A heart well
: punﬁed speaks the most suitable and pertinent reproofs, and
they prove the most piercing and powerful.

Shall these things prevail, my brethren? Were it love, to
God a fire of holy zeal, it would seize first on things nearest
it; but it is a flying, infernal ‘wildfire, running abroad and
scattermg itself. s not this the grand entertainment ? Such-
a-one is a foolish person ; another, proud; a third, covetous.
And of persons professing religion, yet will ye say, They are
as contentious, and bitter, and avaricious as others; or, at
best, if you have nothing to say against them particularly, yet,
All is dissimulation ; they are but hypocrites. And while a
mind is of this vein, believe me, the most blameless track of
life, and in it the very best action, how easy is it to invent a
sinister sense of it, and blur it !
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But Oh! my brethren, be not so foolish. Blunt the fiery’
edge off your censures on yourselves, where it is so safe and
advantageous to be thorough and home. Just the opposite to
this, judging others incurs sharp judgment; but judging thy-
self, is the way not to be judged. 1 Cor. xi. 81. For if we
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. This is the
happy and gainful severity. Learn, then, to look upon others
and all their ways, with the highest charity, which thinketh no
evil, is witty and inventive of good constructions upon any
thing that may clear them, as malice is of miscensures of the -
best things.  Take all candidly and mildly by the easiest side,
the right handle. And for thyself, search thy heart; sift, try
thy best actions, find out thy own earthliness, thy pride and
vanity, thy selfishness and hypocrisy even in good. A self-
searching Christian is made up of humility and meekness: If
thou wouldst find much peace and favour with God and man,
be very low in thine own eyes. Forgive thyself little, and
others much. _

Ver. 6. Give not that which is holy unto the dogs.] The
former rule abates the sharp eye of rash judging ; this quickens
and clears the eye of right discerning: that was for the mo-
derate censuring of evil; this is for the prudent imparting of:
good. Be ready to communicate spiritual good to all, yet, so
as, if men do evidence themselves to be as dogs and swine, to
have that high esteem of holy things, as not to prostitute them
% their contempt and rage, and wrong both those excelleng
_ things and yourselves; lest they trample them, as puddled
swine, not knowing their worth, and turn again and rend you,-
as enraged dogs.

Holy things—pearls. So are they esteemed by all that
know them ; the sweet precepts and promises of the word, the
excellent high calling of a Christian ; and their price is inesti-
mable. The pearl of great price is, Jesus Christ, revealed in
the Gospel. . Oh, learn and seek after high esteeming thoughts -
of him and of Divine things. Learn to be rich in those, and
to covet them indeed, And though imparting them to others,
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it impairs them not to yourselves, and therefore, you are ta be
ready and free that way; yet, because of some manifest de-
spisers of them, learn this wisdom in that matter, G’wc not Aoly
things to dags.

There is an imprudént zeal, and ‘sometimes a mixture of an
irreverent commonness, in speaking of holy things indifferently
in all companies. Certainly, such company willingly ought te
be chosen, as give most liberal and kind entertainment to such
discourse. But when not of choice, but by some unavoidable

“engagement, we fall among others, then our rule ought to be,
not to partake of their ungodly ways and communication’; but
for the communicating in another way, holy things to them,
this must be well advised on, whether it be suitable to this
rule. We are not indeed to give persons easily up for des-
perate, as dogs or swine ; this were to fall into the former fault
of rash judging ; but where they are evidently such, the respect
of holy things is to be preserved, and not unwisely to be ex-
posed to their derision.

Much need is there of a spirit of wisdom in this, without
which there is no instructing by rules, so as to guide us aright
in all particular occurrences and societies ; therefore we are
to beg that anointing that teacheth us all things. 1 John, ii.
27. Speak willingly to God, but still with holy fear in thy-
self, and it may be entertained with holy fear to others.

Ver. . Ask, and it shall be given you : seek, and ye shall
Jind : knock, and it shall be opened unto you.] This is for
advantage to all. For wisdom to follow the foregoing and
following rules, the great purveyor of a Christian, is prayer,
and the great qualifications of prayer, are perseverance and
Jervency.  Ask—seck—knock ; be earnest and importunate ;
give not over. And the great support, the very life of prayer,
that which qulckens and contmues it, and keeps it from giving
over, is faith, a firm persuasion of audience and attainment.
This is here ascertained by our Saviour; proved by irrefrag-
able argument.  All good is promised to be given, and that
which is the top of all, the chief to be sought, tke Holy Spmt,
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is promised to them that ask 1t as St. Luke hath it. We say
our prayers, and there is an end. And this perfunctorious
formality creeps even upon Christians who are unwary and
slothful, and hence so little is obtained. Many that Pray,
know little of this Divine art of prayer, this wrestling with
God, this resolving not to let H1m go until He bless them, as
Jacob did.

Ver. 18. Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them.] This is added,
and seems comnected, but it is another rule apart, and that
great rule which all know and' few observe,—in equity, in
charity, meekness, and all due respect. 8elf, self umdoes all,
and sets the world on fire. Though it be a separate precept,
yet it may have some aspect to the former respecting prayer,
as, if you would have God condescending, and favourable, and
bountiful to you, be so to men; and so you shall be, if you
change places and suppose yourself in their room, and they in
yours. This is the Law and the prophets: that is, all is of

-this mature. Duty to others, as pressed in the Law and the
Prophets, is reducible to this.
t. Ver. 13, Enter ye in at the strast gate.] This is undemably
& main point § yet, alas | we seem not to think so. How dis-
inclined are we to the way of eternal happiness ! The difficulty
is 50 represented as to add an edge to our earnestness, not to
sbate and weaken our endeavours. This way is strait indeed,
but theve is still room enough within. John xiv. 2. In my
Pather’s house are mamy mansions. The ease and delight
theve, shall abundantly compensate all the trouble in the way.
We must resolve then, if we would not perish, that we must
take this way, how strait and rugged soever, and strip and put
off all that entangles and encumbers,—that swelling pride,
these superfluous desires and lusts; yea, to put off and leave
behind even self itself. Once in at that gate, we shall find all
perfectly compensated. And remember, they are few that
enter; few there are that so much as seek it, but far fewer that

find it, even of those that make some kind of secking after it.
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Many shall seek to enter, (so it is in the other Evangelist,) and
shall not be able; therefore, strive ye. What bustle is there
made by sea and land for scraps of this earth, and Heaven
alone is so cheap in our eyes, as if it were worth no diligence,
scarce even a serious thought ! Surely, either Heaven is but a
fancy, or the world is mad.

Ver. 15.—Beware of false prophets.] Not to go wmng
in our way, we must take heed not to mistake our’ guides,
(especially as so many in all ages give themselves out for such,)
that they mislead us not, wrapping error in truth’s mantle:
yet, there is ever something to a discerning eye, that will
readily discover them. As for the grand deceiver, the Devil,
the vulgar fable, that in all apparitions whatsoever there is still
the shape of a cloven foot, holds true, for there is something in
their carriage that, narrowly eyed, will tell what they are. Ye
shall know them by their fruits.

Ver. 21.—Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven.] But every man is
his own worst deceiver ; therefore he ought most to beware of
himself. Whether teacher or learner, he is his own false
prophet, speaking peace where there is no peace. 'Therefore,
beware of yourselves. Delude not yourselves with a vain trust
in an empty profession. Not every one that says Lord, Lord
—that makes much noise and sound of the name of Christ, yea,
that bears his name to others, that preaches him. Oh! how
many shall find themselves to have misreckoned in that day,
when they are not owned by Him, but commanded away by
that sad word Depart ! Look to it, therefore, to the truth of
denying yourselves, and your own will, and yielding your-
selves up to God :—but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in Heaven, says our Saviour. Oh! take heed of
founding your house ¢n the sand. Though ever so stately
and fair built, and shewing fine, yet that foundation will be its
ruin. ‘There is no safe building but on the rock, that Rock of
salvation who here taught this doctrine. Then come storms
as they will, there can be no fear. He that burideth on Him
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shall not be ashamed. 1 Peterii. 6. No matter what houses
or lands ye have here, whether any or none,—~He himself had
none here,~—provided you build on Him as the foundation of
eternal blessedness. Oh, that men would think of this, and
amidst all their ensuring of things still unsure, would mind
the making of this sure, which may be made so sure for ever,
as not to be moved !

Ver. 28. And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these
sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine.] A Divine
way of teaching! Even some not converted, are yet struck
and astonished with it, but by this eminently, He -taught them
as one having authority. 'This not only by a powerful secret .
influence, on hearts which He touched by his Divine power,
but even in the way of His own teaching. And for some
measure of this, His ministers ought to seek, and to seek it
from Him, if they would find it. There is a force in things
spoken fram the heart with holy and spiritual affection : even
common things thus spoken, are far above the greatest strains
and notions, that are only an harangue or speech framed by
strength of gifts and study. Oh ! much prayer would put
life and authority into what we speak. To be much on the
mount with God, would make our faces shine when coming
vith His message to men.

-

CHAPTER VIIL

He dwelt among us, says St. John, and we saw his glory, as
the glory of the only begotten Son of God, full of grace and
iruth. This all his history testifies of him, both his marvellous
doctrine foregoing, and his miraculous works that here follow.

Ver. 1. When he was come down from the mountain, great
multitudes followed him.] A thing he noways regarded, yet
would not hinder; yea, he continued teaching and working
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those things that drew them. His delight was not im their
flocking after him, but in instructing and doing them good.

Ver. 8. And bekold, there came o leper and worshipped him.}
Whether this was intended as the highest kind of civil reve-
rence, as to a prophet, or Divine worship, as to Ged, it.is not
casy to aver, because it is hard to determine what kind of per-
suasion he, and the centurion, and others now coming to him,
had ; how little, or how much, or if any apprehension of him
as the Messiah and Son of God. This being as yet not much
noised abroad, yet they might have it by special revelation
from God. A high confidence, however, there was of a Divine
power being with him for the greatest works. This is clearly
expressed ; and in whatsoever notion it was, our Saviour takes
it very graciously, and grants their suits. We are commonly
unsatisfied with all that comes not up to our own height ; but
our meek Redeemer cherisheth sincerity, and aecepts of what
be finds, even the very least, and extols it to the highest pitch
it was capable of.

Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.] Strong con-
fidence and humility are contempered in this word : confidence
i asserting full power in Christ for the work ; (the doubt of
his will, cannot be challenged as injurious or unbelieving, for
he had as yet no warrant absolutely to believe that he would )
the humility in the way of propounding it, not daring peremp-
‘torily to sue for it, but moving it thus, as a thing in his hand
to do; the sense of his vile disease and other unworthiness, it
is likely, depressing him, and forming his desire in this style
only, as representing and:reserving the matter with humble
submission, as resolved not to quarrel nor complain if he should
refuse, but to acknowledge pure compassion and goodness, if
obtained: q. d. Lord, it becomes not such a horrid, polluted
wretch to say any further than this, I believe, and crave leave
to say it out, 3f thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

Ver. 8. And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him.]
And this humble motion is as graciously taken: he hath
straightway real experience both of the power that he believed
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in, and of the good-will that he durst not think himself so sure
of, yet had (mo doubt) some good hope of. Thou sayest, I
can? I say, I will: be thou clean. And the touch of his
hang is a concurrent sign of his goodness and condescension.
That word had power enough alone, without the touch; yet
it goes not alone, lest it should look like a disdain of touching.
He ia pleased, therefore, to put his pure hand to the defiled
skin of this leper, being in na hazard to receive pellution by
that touch by which the leper received a cleansing. And thus
in his word he speaks tq sinners, where he hath revealed his
will together with his power; and that we may deubt it not,
we may read it in his blood streaming forth for our cleansing.
Yet if any one, out of a deep sense of his vileness, think, I
know that he can cleanse me, but will he leok upen such a
eme? Or, if he look, will he not straight turn away# Will
be vouchsafe to touch my filthy sores, and apply his own pre-
cious blood for my cleansing and healing? ¥es, He will.
Speak it not as doubting, but as humbly referring the matter,
thou mayest even in the same style, say, Lard, I am filthy as
ever any that came to thee, yet, ¢f thou wilt, thau canst make
me clean. And thou shalt find that powerful cure from a
werd of his meuth, and a touch of his hand, that all thy serub-
bing, and washing, and bathing in legal self-cleansings, could
pever have attained ; and that not only as to the guiltiness,
but likewise as ta the power and polluting filthiness of thy sin.
And this is to be laid before him in the prevailings of lusta
and sinful impurities: Lord, thou knawest how impessible
itis for me, and I know how passible, haw easy it is for thee,
to cleanse me. And if thou shouldst say no more, lie hefore
him, and look upward till he pity thee. If he be net changed
from what he was, he will pity thee, and thou shalt find it.

Ver. 4 And Jesus saith unto him, See that thou tell no
man.] This charge not to divulge the cure, besides our Lord’s
exemplary humility in avoiding noise, was that he might wait
the fitter time of discovering himself, and because as yet, it
might rather hinder him: as Mark i, 45, The other Evan-
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gelists tell us that the man kept not this injunction, wherein,
though he was to be blamed, yet there is some excuse in part,
from the ardent affection and overcoming joy that he could
not well conceal. Nor are we sharply to inveigh against all
the impertinences and imprudences of new converts, in their
speeches and carriage in religious things, though they are to -
be admonished to study prudence. It is no wonder that so
high a change does a little transport them beyond their bounds. -
The shewing to the priest, and offering of the gift, was both
a respect to the Law, not as yet out-of date, and a provision -
for a testimony for Christ, when it should be afterwards known
that he had doneit. This may be the meaning of that word, for
a testimony to them. And it is not at all unlikely, that the re-
straint from publishing it to others, was only till it should be *
first shewn to the priest, and approved by him as full clean-
ness, which, possibly, otherwise, out of envy to Jesus Christ,
they might have denied, if it had been known and famed

abroad as his work.

Ver. 5—9. And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum,
there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him.] The his-
tory of the centurion bath much of the like confidence and
lowliness. He desired him but to say the word, no more be-
ing needful for the thing to be done, and no more fit to be de-
sired of him who is addressed. I am not worthy that thou
shouldst come under my roof. They that spake for him, as
St. Luke hath it, said, He was worthy for whom Jesus showld
do this. He, of a far different mind, sends by others what is
here related as his own speech ; they speaking what he put in
their mouths, that he was not worthy of Christ’s presence. His
confidence of power in Christ’s word to do the deed, he. ex-
presses by the resemblance of his own command over his sol-
diers. He himself being but one under others, was yet so rea-
dily obeyed by those under him ; and he believed all diseases
to be much more under the word of Jesus’s command. So,
indeed, they know his word, and so, also, he rebukes soul-:
diseases -and they are gone, as the fever in the next history,



OF ST. MATTHEW’S GOSPEL. " 61

Oh! if we did but believe this and put him to it! For faith
doth so, and in a manner commands him, as he doth all other
things. |
~ Ver. 10. When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and satd unto
them that followed, Verily, I say unto you, I have not found
s0 great faith, no, not in Israel.] This man was a stranger,
and a soldier, yet, it seems, a proselyte; and our Lord, re-
ceiving this as a kind of first fruits of the Gentiles, foretels
upon it a plentiful harvest of them: Many shall come, and
the children of the kingdom be cast out. Ver.11. Thisisa
harsh word to the Jews; and yet, thus often, the most remote
and unlikely, who have long lived strangers to religion, have
proved mnotable converts; and they that have lived from their
childhood under a powerful ministry, and with persons profess-
. ing religion, and have themselves been moulded into a form
of it, yet die in their sins, and never lay hold of that salvation
unto which they always seemed to be so near. :And this near
miss of happiness is the greatest misery. Children of the
kingdom in outward appearance and church privileges, yet,
prove children of wrath, not only not entering into the king-
dom they had a seeming title to, but cast out into the dungeon -
of utter darkness !
. Obeerve the misery of the damhed, resembled by utter dark-
- ness, void of light, and full of hideous noises and cries; weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth. And the happiness of glory is
resembled to a banquet, where there is full light and joy; a
coronation banquet, where all the company of kings sit down
. with Abrakam, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God.

. And this and all other resemblances in Scripture, are but a
t dark shadow of that bright glory. Oh! were the things of eter-
nity, the misery and the blessedness to come, indeed believed,
how much would our thoughts be in them, and how little
room would they leave for the trifles and- vanmes that our
hearts are taken up with!

Ver.14. When Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw
his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a fever.] He takes humble,
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eompassionate notice of all maladies where he comes, and #
touched with the griefs of 'his own, and so moved as to touch
and heal them. This king’s touck cures all sorts of diseases:
it did so while he walked in a low, despised condition on eatth,
and it does so still by that virtual Divine power, now that he
is in heaven; and although his glory there is greater, his
compassion is not less than when he was hete; and his cotn-
passion always was, and is, directed much more to souls dis
vased, than to bodies, as they are better and more valuable.
Ver. 15. And she arose and administered to them.] Oh!
thus it should still be; yea, thus it will be. They whom he
cures, will bestow upon him the health and strength they have
received by him, and shall be serviceable to him. How can
it be so fitly and duly employed? Then are all deliverances
and favouts, outward and inward work, most kindly and
sweetly enjoyed, when they are most quickly and entirely re-
turned to their spring, all improved and offered up to Him
from whom they come. . '
Ver. 16. When the even was come, they browght snto Aim
many that were possessed.] Upon the report of these works,
they run to him in great numbers. Oh, that upon the report
of his all-healing virtue published in the Gospel, sick souls
were thronging about him! The others were welcome, but
these would be much more so. Many came to him; and we
hear of rione who were turned away without help. He cast out
the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick. Oh,
come hither, all ye that have any thing that troubles you.
Is it a lethargic, a dead benumbedness of spirit, or is it a
fever, a boiling of passions or lusts, yea, is it, as it were, 2
kind of possession of an unclean or an unquiet spirit ? Come
forward: here is help for thee. He cured those here, with
his word. Now that word of the prophet, here applied;
(ver. 17.) had its accomplishment in part, even in these works;
in his suffering the importunity of the multitudes eoming
early and late, and suffering likewise the maladies he cured, by
the tender compassion he felt in doing it. He is not a hard-
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hearted, insensible physician ; no, he is matchless in love and
tenderness, feeling as it were their pains who came to him,
till they were cured; and he still does feel the pains and
groans of his ewn, on their sick beds. And yet; all this, his
ouring all these bodily evils, was but a pledge of the higher
averring and fulfilling of the prophetical word. Our first
disedse stuck nearer to him by far, than those that he eured:
he put.-on the pain of all our transgressions, the whole weight
falling at once upon his back, as the Apostle renders itwbare
our sins upon his own body on the tree. Now, of that wons
derful way of curing, by bearing and transferring over upon
himself our spiritual maladies and miseries, there could not be
a fitter prelude and foresign, than this of healing diseased
bodies. Sickness i8 one of the bitter and chief fruits of sin.
Next to proper spiritual evils, none are more grievous, yea,
norie so much. It sits the closest, and the sense of it can ledst
be shifted. Other things that are without a man, are capable
of more easy diversion; fancy, or reason, may bear off much;-
but paining sickness will not be so lighted argued out: the
demonstrations are very sensible and conolusive.

As in other things, so it is here ; Health, the chief of tem<
poral blessinigs, as much as any thing passes unesteemed and
unconsidered while we enjoy it. But Oh! a fit of sickness
makes it sweet, gives it the highest recommendation: the
groans and plaints of a sick bed are the most powerful thetoric
to commend health. What can a man enjoy of all the plea-
sures and pomp about him, when blasted by one sharp pain
seizing upon any part of him ?  Amidst all attendance and
fusniture, he thinks the poorest scullion in his house; that is
in health, much happier than he for the time. Yet this we
think not of, while we eat and sleep, and have tolerable
health 3 consider not that continued mercy, how great it is;
think not on the difference between that, and loathing of al
food, weary, restless nights, and tessings to and fro until the

Now 1 say, this considered, the goodness and power of
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Jesus Christ were most fitly manifested in this way, as intro-
ductive to the great deliverance from sin and death, he came
to effect for us, by bearing them himself, in our stead, and so
taking them away. And so, in cures afterwards, as you find
in the next chapter, he began to let out somewhat of that, as
the main: Thy sins are forgiven thee. And without this,
what is health itself, though in its kind very precious, especially
when so speedily and easily restored after sickness by a word:
or a touch? Yet, what had this been but a little reprieval,
while the sentence of death, yea, eternal death, was still stand-
ing, and shortly to fall on? Oh ! the lifting of that desperate
sinking burden, our sins, and taking them upen himself for us!
How far do all words, and what is larger, all thoughts, fall
short of the height of that love! Oh, boundless, immense love !
It will take up eternity to consider it. '

- Ver. 18. Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him,
he gave commandment to depart unto the other side.] Other
reasons may be imagined for his withdrawing from these, but
it appears that his work now lay elsewhere, and he was to go
through it. And the other Evangelists are express in this:
I must preack also to other cities, for for this came I forth.
He had much work, and a short time to perform itin; so he
follows it diligently. Thus his servants ought to go or stay,
" indifferently, for all places and services, as they are called, and
not to please others and themselves, but Him who sends them.

Ver. 19, 20. And a certain scribe came, and said unto him,
Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And
Jesus saith unto him, Fozes have holes, &c.] Strange! Our
Saviour seems to turn off the very ready and full offer of one,
and to put forward another who drew back. He is, indeed,
absolutely free in his choice, and may without control do this,
let pass high temporary fits and offers, and lay hold on what
hath far less appearance.  And the truth is, he is privy to the
secret actions of men’s hearts, and can discern in some of a very .
plausible zeal and forwardness, some false principles within,
whence it is’ kindled ; and-in others more slow and inactive,
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ices under that, more sincerity at the bottom. This scribe,
r08sibly, taken with the splendour of Christ’s miracles, and
he flocking of multitudes unto him, perceived not his present
soverty and meanness, and after disgraces and sufferings.
Many make lavish offers. to religion at a time when it is in
request, or possibly upon some discernment of its own worth
ind beauty, but do not count the cost ; consider not the enmity
of the world, the outward meanness, the reproachings and de-
spisings that usually attend it. It is indeed by far the best
bargain with all those who count the cost, if men would under-
stand it right, and think it o ere they engage in it.

-Now .we see what condition Christ, who was Lord of all,
chose for our sakes, amidst his own to live as a stranger, having
no property, not so much as the beasts and the birds. He
became poor to make us rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9. ; not rich in those
things he was poor in, but in things infinitely better. In that,
he calls his followers, most commonly, to a conformity with
himself : he forbids not, indeed, property and possessions; but
zurely we should learn amidst all to walk, in affection at least,
kike him, as strangers here, not glued to any thing, using the
world, as though we used it not. And they who are really
thus as he was, Oh, what comfort have they in this! How is
it sweetened to them, if in that condition they indeed follow
him ! Hast thou no dwelling of thy own, no possession, and
little for present supply ? Look up to Him who passed through
here in that very same way, and cleave the closer to Him; so
much the more eye Him as thy riches and portion, and thou
Reedest not envy kings in their best days. And whatsoever
be thy estate, how soon shall it-be past ! And all that live, have

much a like space of earth to lie down in at last. But Ob, the
tich inheritance above, for all that lay hold on it, and follow
our Lord Jesus Christ by the way ! -

- Ver. 21, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.]
Now the other craves a delay. And a world of such excuses
there are. They that will not give Christ an absolute refusal,
yet, have . somewhat first to be done. ..This mateh, or bargain,

Vou. Ik F
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or , or at least a time eivilly to take farewell of friends;
and thus the most shift it off. But as to those whom he re-
solves to have, he will not take their refusal. Let the daad,
says he, bury their dead. There are enough of gommon per-
sons, who have no share of life in me, they may do that; Follew
thou me. Oh! happy they whom he will not loose; whom be
powerfully, yet sweetly constrains to break from all andfonw
him! Sure I am, it shall never repent them. :

Ver. 33—R7. And being entered inio a ship, there arose s
great tempest.] - Still new occasions, and acoordingly, nev
evidence, of the Divine power of Jesus Christ. - Upon the ship
wherein He is, there may, and usually does, arise a staem;

yet, happy is it to be embarked with Him upon all hassrds! |

-His ship may be tost, but perish it cannot. His counsels are
deep and wise, and we cannot find them out. He knows. what
He is about to do, when we can least understand Him. Whes
we think that He leads out His people to be swallowed vp i
the sea, or destroyed in the wilderness, He is only raisings
mount for Himself to be seen on, and bringing them into the
‘view of dangers, yea, of apparent ruin, to be more glorious i
their deliverance. His way is tn the deep, and His footsteps
:are not known. Canst thou by searching find out God?
says He in Job. "Which is not, I conceive, so’ much meant
of His essence, as of His operations and ways; which dre.sh
profound and untraceable. We are at a stand often to think
what He means to do ; whether He has given up His Chureh

and cause to the winds and waves, when His enemies rage amd -

‘roar, and He is silent, as if He cared not what became d' ﬂ
The seas swell, the ship is tost, and He sleeps. S

Not to speak here of Christ putting on our natural fnﬂh‘
or of this sleep, whether it was natural or voluntary ; it migit
be and likely was both: wearied with the coneourse of -the
multitude on the land, he falls asleep in the ship; yet, deubt-
ess, he had the command of those natural inelinations in k.
* self, and chooses now to sleep, to increase the appearance of
the danger, and add horror to the visage of it. So a0 doalt

Y TSI
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itdid: not all the blustering of the winds, nor the rising of
the waves, was so frightful and sad to the disciples, as that
their- Master slept so sound in the midst of them ; so sound as
i rooked asleep by them, and either wholly insensible, or very
regardless. of their danger: as St. Luke expresses their feels
ings, Carest thow not that we perish? Now, in this man who
slepty dwelt God who sleeps not, The Watchman of Israel,
who does not so much as slumber. But they, either not so
cletrly understanding, or, in the fright, not so duly remema
beting and considering this, were. eyeing only the posture
vharein he was vimible to them; therefore, the sounder he
slept, it awaked and increased their fear the more. And as
Jesus Christ here really did, even so God seems sometimes to
His own to do; snd they express it so. Thus the Psalmist 3
Avake; avise, why sleepest Thou, O Lord? This He seems
o do; when the ungodly prosper, and when His people lie
trodden under foot, and He seems to take mo notice of their
pressure, nor stirs for their deliverance. And this is the
mddest part of their affliction: they have no hope mnor stay,
but in the favour and protection of their God ; now when that
Is retived, and the curtain drawn, and He asleep, their prayers
tot heurd, and no appearance of His help, I say, it is a grand
trial of faith, which shekes and disquiets more than all other
things, how terrible soever. No rage ot noise of the enemy is
» grievous, as the silence and sleeping of God. Thus,in a
wul; when lusts and temptations are swelling and raging, and
God is retired, and as asleep to it, says nothing, controls them
wt, but ‘suffers them to take theitr course; this is that which
trecds the highest anguish, and brings a soul to the mouth of
the pit, to the brink of desperation. Then it is forced to cry
for « word from his mouth: Lord Jesus, spesk but a word g
keep not sileice to me, or I am undone; there is no recovery
for me j if thou keep silence, I am dead: I skall be like them
that go down to the pit ; or, as it is here, Save, Mauster; or
WMLA : )

And this is one main end for which he does sleep, to awake

F2
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us, to rouse and stir our prayers, which commonly are in times
of ease, heavy, drowsy, lifeless things, as a man’s speech in
sleép, dreaming, incoherent, senseless stuff. This they may be
- to Grod, who hearkens to what  the heart says in them, though
to man’s ears, the words may be fit and good sense. But by
the straining of a sharp affliction, or near pressing danger, the
heart is awaked and speaksitself. Such a word séems to sound
in its ears, as that of the mariners to Jonah, Arise, thou slug-
gard, .and call upon thy God. Men do but trifle-in fair
- weather, but.in the storm they are more in earnest. Especially,
a soul acquainted with God, that follows and relies upon Him,
- will take this course and no other : it runs straight to Hin, and
if He be asleep, awakes Him. And in this, they are to be
approved and commended, that, as here, their course is to
Jesus Christ, as confident of his power and willingness: to
deliver .them. This the disciples did believe; otherways they
had not left working for themselves, to go to awake him. "’

.+ Yet was there with their faith, a mixture of: distempered,
distrustful fear, which Jesus well knew, and which he would
- not otherwise bave charged them with. He doth not altogéther
deny that there was faith in them, but checks thé deficiency o
it: O ye of little faith, why did ye doubt?  Apprehend
slanger and fear, they might ; yea, if they had not, théy would
xiot have come to Christ in that manner. Without aliving
sense of distress' or danger, there can be neither faith nor
prayer. These are stirred up and raised to act, by the
knowledge and feeling of our need of help. - But the misery
is, we 'scarcely in- any thing know our bounds: our -passions
‘raised, do usually overflow and pass the banks. A little fesr '
does but awake faith, but much fear weakens it; and in the
awakening gives it too great a blow, such a one as'astonishes
it, and makes it stagger. That they were afraid, was tolerable;

but their hearts, it seems, were not so established in the pist
suasion of Christ’s Divine power and care of them, as becant®
them ; and this he plainly, yet gently, checks. And there'$s
this alloy of distrust with believing, not only in the -vreakes;
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but even in the strongest Christian; and there is a continual
wrestling betwixt them ; sometimes the one is uppermost, and
sometimes the other; but faith, in the end, shall bave the

3 See what strange difference there was betwixt.Job
and Job:—Would one think it were the same person ?—one
while cursing his birth, and wishing for death, and yet, after-
wards declaring, Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.
And again, afterwards, complaining, Wherefore hidest Thou
Thy face, and holdest me for Thy enemy? And yet anony
again, I know that my Redeemer liveth. 'This they should
think of, who doubt because they doubt, and multiply distrust
upon itself, concluding that they have no faith, because they
find so much and so frequent doubting within them. But this .
is a great mistake. Some doubtings there may be, where there
is even much faith ; and a little faith there may he, where there
is much doubting. But, upon this account, is doubting by
any means to be entertained or favoured? Yea, it is to be
hated and opposed with all our strength, and the strength' of
God must be implored to overcome it, as the grand enemy of
our peace and His glory. By all means is faith to be cherished,
and distrust to be checked. Our Saviour pardons it in his
disciples, yet he blames it. He refuses not his help, yet, he
~ blames their unbelief. O ye of little faith ! He requires, and
| delights in a strong, firm believing on him, though the least
and weakest he rejects not.

Having first rebuked their fear, he rebukes the storm tha.t
aused it, and makes a calm, a great calm. No wonder that
they wondered at it : though they had seen many of his works,
ad were now expecting somewhat of this from him, yet it
srpasses their expectation, and strikes them into admiration,
to see & man, a man subject to weariness and sleep, and yet,
that man awaking to still the wind and seas with the word of*
hismouth. Oh! the greatness of the Lord whom we serve,
the sovereign of sea and land, commanding all with a word,
desperate diseases, hlasting winds, raging seas, and tormenting
devils!
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And there was a great calm.] This often liappens . in his
Church, after such storms as threatened shipwreck. And so
in & soul, when all within (and these are the worst storms) is
full of confusion and noises, the heart working like a troubled
sea, and finding no rest, neither from its ewn persuasions, nor
the skilfullest speeches of others, but, amidst all, likeély to be
swallowed up or split in pieces; then, then, one word from
Christ’s mouth quiets all presently, and makes the soul ealmer
and smoother than the stillest water in the fairest day. Ob
what wonder and love will possess the squl that hath found
any such thing !

Ver. 88—84. And when he was come to the other side, tnio
the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed
with devils.] The following history hath many things of very
useful remark ; but those things offer themselves to all that
read it. 'We may see the great malice of Satan, and the grest
power and goodness of Jesus Christ, and the great basenes
and brutishness of the men of this place, here spoken of
Satan's malice appears in the men possessed, carrying them
to run wild amongst tombs, and to commit outrage upon
them who passed by, and then, apprehending their disposses-
sion thence, to desire to go into the swine of that place, and
destroying them, which was their design upon the men, as the '
event proved. He who had the power, and graciously used
it, to cast them out of the possessed-men, was not tied to theéir
suit as a point of capitulation. He could have cast them quite
out of their coasts, and sent them back immediately to thel?
awn prison; but in Divine wisdom and justice, he grants thelr
suit, knowing well what use they would make of it, and what
would follow.

But Oh! the Gadarenes themselves were the swine, viler
‘than those the devils entered and drowned; yea, they “were
worse possessed than the swine, and drowned in a more fearful
deep, by the craft of those devils. And that wa# their plot.
The devils, knowing how fast the hearts of the owners were
linked to_their swine, thought it likely that the swine - beihg
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drawned, they would follow, .would drown themselves in the:
rejecting of Jesus Christ. And they did so. How many who
read or hear this with indignation, yet, possibly, do little better
in their hearts,—cleaving to their herds, or other goods, gains,
or pleasures; or any thing of this earth, and in the love of
these, refusing Jesus Christ! Think it not a harsh word, but
take heed ye be not such; for of the multitudes to whom
Chyist ia offered, there are very few, whose hearts do really open
to him, and receive him. But Oh, happy they that do! This
was theclegrest instance of perfect misery, and yet, they were
scarcely at all to be pitied, being the choosers and devisers of
it themselves: TAey besought Jesus to depart, that is, be-
sought life and blessedness to go from them. And what does
a sinner, when he turns out and rejects motions and inspirations:
of holiness, lest his lusts and pleasures of sin should be lost,
but dismiss Jesus, lest the swine should be drowned ?

CHAPTER IX.

Ver. 1. Am_th entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his
’ own city.

He who messures the waters in the hollow of His hand,
and commands them, (as ch. viii. v. 28.) is ferried over in'
sme bost or small vessel. And was it not richly laden with
this inestinoable Pearl, all the treasures of wisdem and know-
ledge, all fulness dwelling in Him? All the rich ships from
both the Indies, were not to be compared to this.

Ver. 2. And behold, they brought to him.a man sick of the
palsy.] The other Evangelists tell with what difficulty they
didso, and how they overcame that difficulty with resolution
sod industry, .which indeed overcome all. A strong bent
townrds Jesus Christ, will not be hindered. Nor is- their vio-
Jenee in uncovering the house, or their rudeness in interrupting
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his discourse, rejected or reproved, but all ‘is accepted for the
principle, faith, which was temperéd with love to the sick, and
even to Jesus Christ, as the peuonfromwhomthuyexpeeud '
the cure.

And Jesus, ceeing their faith.] It is- needless to dispute
that one may be benefited by the influence of another's’ fiith.
Surely, much may be done by it. Thus, it may bring and

_present a person, may recommend, may pray for him, snd may
be respected in the grant of mercy, not only in temporals, but
in spirituals. But yet, the just lives only dy Ats own faith,
whith no doubt this poor man had. For the word, thetrs, ex-
cludes not, but rather includes the sick man’s, who no deubt
consented to this course in the same confidence. But yet, it is
good to be in believing people’s company. "Another person, a
family, a city, a society, may fare the better for the faith of an
individual. Often, one-who prays in a family, averts judg-
ments, and draws down blessings upon the whole.

—38aid unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer,
thy sins be forgiven thee.] This, though not appearing to be
the errand, was yet the most important part of the cure, the
root of blessing and blessedness, removing the root of all care
and misery. Whether the sick man did most of all, or did at
all desire, or expect this at the hands of Jesus Christ, we can-
not tell; but if he thought not of it, (and we see no other,)
Oh, what a surprise of love! It is good, coming to Jesus on
any terms, on any errand. Some come, driven by outward
afflictions, and yet return delivered from sin and eternal death.
In this respect, there is great variety in this matter of declaring
apardon. Some seek and knock, and wait long, and hear it
not. Others are prevented, who scarcely sought it, but
Christ’s first word to them is this.. But all is one as to the
main: they who seek it with sorrow, shall be sure to find it
with joy ; and they who first find it without previous sorrow,
shall yet be sure to find that sorrow for sin, in some measure,
likewise, after pardon, if not before. And truly, -it seems
sweetest and kingliest; when mercy meits the heart, But well



- OF 8T MATTHEW'S GOSPEL. 73

may He sy, Be of good courage, who could add this, Thy
sins be forgiven thee. Oh! what can dismay after this? The
heart, wholly filled with Divine peace and love, bears up all,
and sorrow is turned into joy before a soul thus assured. Jesus
knew well, that the healing of his palsy, without this pardon,
had been but a lame cure, only the half, and the far less, the
meaner half. This was the main business that brought him
down from Heaven to be a man, and to dwell among men, and
that made him die for man; that which nailed him to the
cross, and drew forth his heart’s blood : it was for the remis-
sion of the sins of many. These cures of bodily diseases,
though clear demonstrations of Christ’s Divine power and
goodness, were but a transient appendage and symbol of that
mainly intended and highest mercy, the forgiveness of sins.
The senitence of eternal death standing in full force above
the head ‘of an unpardoned sinner, if it were lively apprehended,
Oh! what a paralytic trembling would it strike the soul into,
cauging the joints of it to shake and smite one upon another,
in the midst of its fullest health and mirth, as the hand-writing
on the wall did that drunken king Belshazzar. But we know
not what sin is, though we hear and speak of it, and some-
times confess it; and therefore our hearts leap not at the re-
port of a pardon, though we hear of it, and usually entreat it.
Any of you, when complaining that you are robbed, or spoiled
of your goods, would scarcely think it to the purpose were I
to tell you, ¥our sins are pardoned. But, Oh, how fita word
it is to answer and drown all griefs; so pertinent that nothing
besides it is so! And happy that soul that hears it from His
mouth who gives it and who alone can ascertain it. This is
the answer that will satisfy. If thou sayest, ¢ I am diseased ;™
1y, but thy sin is pardoned. I am poor;” ay, but thy sin
is pardoied. And surely, a soul that heeds it right, will be
quieted, and will be bold, of good courage, ‘as the word here
is, and will embrace all other burdens, and go light under
them’; ‘will say, Lord, now let me live, or let me die, let me
shound ¢r want; let me be healthy or-sick, take away what,



74 LECTURES ON THE FIRST NINE CRAPTERS

thou wilt, or lay on what thou wilt, all is well; Theu hast

pardoned my sin.
Ver. 8. And behold, certain of tlw scribes said. within

themselves, This man blasphemeth.] Supposing Jesus but s
man, yet, there was no necessity for this construction. . He was
a holy man, a singular, extraordinary man, doing unparallcled
miracles; and he said not, ./ forgive thy sins, but, Thy sins
are forgiven thee ; which was a word not beyond the capecity
of -a prophetical power to say it declaratively; And though
there was an -air of authority, might they not have thought,
This may be the Messiah, ' who they knew was to come, and
was to be the Son of God, and to bring remission of sins slong
with him? But that base spirit, the spirit of envy, with which
they were filled, willingly rejects all better sort of constructions,
and fastens on the absolutely worst it can invent. 'To an éye
that looks through the dark glass of . prejudice and malice, all
is discoloured. Yet they are struck with so much awe, that
they dare not speak it out. ‘That which struck them was, they
were obscured by his brightness. They were antmakia glorie,
as one calls the philosophers, and could not endure to go lase
in the opinion they had gained : a sore mischief, and one much
attaching to known and venerable possessxon Genus irritabile
vatum.

But a spirit devoted to Him whose due all glory is, willingly
resigns it to Him, in- what way Hewill. Let whoso -will be
best or chief, so that still He be chief of all, and glorified in
all. The holy Baptist had another spirit than these rabbies:
he told it freely and gladly, He must increase, but I must de.
crease. It was his end, as the morning star is willingly drowned
i’ the brightness of the rising sun.

Ver. 4. And Jesus knowing their thoughts.] This, without
any thing further, was clearly enough to demonstrate his Divine
power. Oh! that this was ever in our thoughts, that all our
thoughts are under his eye! If they were so, and we knew
them to‘be so, to some grave, wise man, how wary, and dhioice
should we be of them! And shall we have less regard 45 the
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hohest and wisest Lord, to whom they are all naked and
open?

Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts 4| Tbere was no
reason in thé thing, but the reason was, their hearts were evil,
and their emissions like themselves. An evil heart is an in-
cessant forge of evil thoughts. It is a corrupt spring still
issuing forth, and till it be renewed, it cannot' find any other.
From the heart come evil thoughts : that is in- the front of
all the black train that comes forth of the heart, as our 8a-
viour teaches, Matt. xv.'19. These are the seeds of all the
wickedness that fills the world: Chief regard, therefore, is to
be had to the keart. An excellent advice: that of Solomon,
Keep thy heart with all diligence. 'To amend some evil cus:
torns, without the renewing of the heart, is but to lop the
branches that will grow again, or others in their stead; but &
holy heart meditates on holy things, is still in heaven, is all
reverence towards God, and meekness and charity to men.

Veér. 5. Whether is easier to say, Thy sins bé forgiven thee,
or to say, Arise, and walk ?1 Though the remission of sing
flows originally from the same power, and so is equal, and in its
own place hath the preference, being by far the greater mercy,
yet, the other of bodily cure runs into the senses, and so both is
more evident to the beliolders, and affects them more. The
other word might be spoken with less control, the efficacy or
ineflicacy of it not falling under the cognition of them that
heard it; but this of healing the palsy, would either be at-
tested or denied in the effect.

Ver. 6. But that ye may know that the Son of man hath
power on earth to forgive sins.] Now he asserts a peculiar
power of forgiving sin. Though a man walking on the earth
as the rest, yet, in testimony of the Divine power, He saith to
the sick of the palsy,—this apostrophe maketh the proof moré-
lively, joining presently the real experiment of that miraculous
oure,— Arise, take up thy’bed. That word which gave being
to the world, what is hard to it? And in the case of spiritual
deadness; soul-palsy, no more is necessary than a word from
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His mouth, and it shall be lively and strong; it shall skip and
leap. Is. xxxv. 6. Lord, speak that word! And indeed,
wheresoever he pardons sin, He withal makes the soul able and
nimble, to run in the way of His commandments; to carry its
head, that before carried it ; to command and wield at plesa-
sure those low things whereon it rested. ‘

Ver.8. But when the multitude saw it they marvelled.]
They feared, says St. Luke. A gracious work it was, yet, so
full of wonder, that it struck them with a kind of fear. And
they glorified God. Thus shall he break out, and shine
bright in His works, when most opposed by evil men. Yet,
they knew him not well, but took him for an extraordinary
man only. But thus he was pleased to be known by degrees,
and to rise as the morning light. Itis a common presumption,
and generally that of the least knowing, to think that they have
the true and full sense of the articles of religion; and that
Ppresumption is commonly accompanied with this precipitancy,
that we would constrain all to know and believe, at once, with-
out delay, whatsoever we think and believe. Who had given
such power unto men. But had they known this honour
given unto men, that this man was God, they would have
wondered much more. And if he was so astonishingly won-
derful in healing a sick man, how wonderful shall he be in
raising the dead! And if in his lowness, his power was ad-
mired, how much more shall all admire that power which shall
then be given him, when the man, Christ, shall come in the
brightness of his glory, to judge the world !

Ver. 9. And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a
man named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom.] He
staid no long time upon earth, but he lost no part of that time.
Every step to us is a wonder of goodness. And here is a cure
which the Evangelist ingenuously relates as done upon him-
gelf, which was no less, if not more wonderful, than that per-
formed upon the paralytic; and done as easily and quickly by
the same means, a word spoken.

He saw a man named Matthew, He loves first, md splec
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first, when we think on nothing less than him; as he says to
Nathanael : Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under
the fig-tree, I saw thee. And this seeing of Matthew was no
casual, but a designed sight, proceeding from a former sight,
like unto that of Nathanael ; and is the sight of His fore-know-
ing and fore-choosing love. So even this very sight of his
calling and converting power, did prevent Matthew, while he
thought of no such thing, and would have let Jesus pass, be-
ing so intent upon his busy employment, as either not to have
seen him at all, or to have taken no notice of him.

- Sitting at the receipt of custom. 'This is the common
case, the posture of called sinners. While they are thinking
of no such thing, but altogether drowned in other desires and
cares, (even at the church, their hearts are often more in their
shops, or fields, or any earthly business they are engaged in,)
their very hearts being a little custom-house, such a crowd and

noise of cares and vanities, as there is usually of people in a
" custom-house, He who hath their names in His book of life, at
His appointed time glances at them, by a powerful look cast on
them, and, by a word spoken to them, draws them to Himself ;
and that without minding any previous worth or congruous
disposition in them, more than in others; yea, finding them in
a more indisposed temper and posture, possibly, than many
others who are not called, as the Evangelist here freely and
humbly declares of himself, speaking out his calling, and his
busy diligence in it, in the very instant that he is called from
it. Observe, likewise, his expressing of his common name,
Matthew; whereas the other Evangelist, in the recital of this
story, gives him that other name which was the more honour-
able, Levi. - Sitting at the receipt of custom, a profession of
great gain, but little credit among the Jews; and though, pos-
sibly, not utterly unlawful in the nature of it, yet, so generally
corrupt in the exercise and management of it ; like some other
callings, which, though a man cannot absolutely determine
them to'be unlawful, are yet seldom or never lawfully and
spotlessly discharged, Therefore, the Jews shunned the very



"8 LECTURES ON THE FIRST NINE CEAPTERS

‘society of publicans (tax-gatherers) as a wicked, exearable kind
-of men, and did in a manner necessitate them to converse. with
the worst sort of -persons, as being expelled and generally
avoided by all others; so that you find them here, ver. 10,
-and usually in the Gospel; linked together, publicans and i
‘ners, that is, noted, nefarious sinners, such s harlots, and other
-seandalously vicious persons. Yet from this stained :and ill
-reputed calling, is Matthew called by the holy Lord, to follow
‘him.  As he called poor fishermen, and made them fishers of
men, to catch men, to save them by their net spread, the word
of life preached, 8o, he calls a rich publican to be a gatherer-in
‘of his tribute and treasure in the world, the souls of chom
sinners, by the publication of the Gospel. '

No rank of men is so low, as to be below the oondescenslan
of His thoice and grace ; and none are so remote, in thé re
puted or real iniquity of their station or person, as to be without
the extent and reach of His saving hand: And He is pleased
to give instances of this in choosing whom He will, and making
them what He will, that no flesh may glory before Him, but
that all flesh may glorify Him, whom no unworthiness or un-
fitness can prq]udlce, either in the freedom of His grace in
chooging them, or in‘ the power of His grace in changing the
mind and fitting them for what He calls them to. He hath no
need, nor takes notice of our rules, nor judges according td
our thoughts. Not -only have we here a publican, but after-
wards a persecutor, made a most eminent preacher and apostle
of Jesus Christ. And His choice and calling wipes out the
stain of all preceding sin, though the persons themselves do
teadily acknowledge it on all occasions, as 8t. Paul often does,
and 8t. Matthew does here. And indeed it is sincerity and
humility for them who are converted, at a great distance of
time so to do. But for othiers to object to them after theit
‘conversion, either the meammess or the sinfulness of their formet
fives, were great uncharity and folly: it were to reckem up to
men that whieh God hath blotted out; who alone is mterested

in the aceount.
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.. Herein God is wonderful, who seizeth on some persens in
the midst of youthful dissipations, or violent pursuits of the
world, and purifies them for Himself ; makes them not only
-vessels of honour, but of the first rank, to bear His name to
others ; makes them eminently holy, gives them great abilities,
and; which is the top of all abilities, ardent love, and mighty
-affection for His service. His spirit, that holy fire, refines
gross earth into the pureness of transparent glass, to be the
inlet of light te His people. .

Now, why is this one taken from the custom-house, and so
many others left, both there and elsewhere, round about him ?
‘This is areanum imperii, a state secret: no reason is to be
expeeted but His good pleasure. Why is such a poor creature
in a cottage chosen, and great palaces passed by ? Why are
simple and unlettered persons taught the mysteries of Heaven,
and great wits left to evaporate themselves upon vain loves,
snd other like follies ? Why in the same house is one chosen
and called, and it may be a servant, and the rest passed by ?
Nothing can be given in answer but thu ;5 Even so, Father,
because it pleaseth Thee.

And he saith unto him, Follow me.] 1 am not of the mmd
of a grave interpreter who thinks there were other words added
to persuade him, though not related. ¥ am somewhat confident
that there was no more said at all, this being our Saviout’s usual
word of calling others in the same way, and so powerful a word,
and of such mighty influence, that there was no’ resisting it.
He arose, and followed him. No chains so strong to hold an
earthly mind, as those of gold and silver. He was here in the
midse of them, and very heavy ones they were, nio doubt ; yet,

_the. word makes the soul break loose with' a marvellous force
from all. Some apprehend, (as well they may,) there was an
atractive power in the amiable Jesus who here called him ;
but surely the word had of His Divine power in it; and reached
the hteart, and could not be resisted, and drew more strongly
than all the receipts, and gains, and involved business of his
profession, which could not hold him back. So Elijah but
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cast his mantle upon Elisha in passing, and he followed. #hat
have I done to thee? said he. Nothing to look at, yet enough
to constrain him to leave all and follow him. So it is in the
conversion of any sinners ; no weights nor bolts can hold them:
they must follow a commanding word, such as that which, in
the creation, causes that to be that it commands ; a magnetic
touch of Jesus Christ, speaking in a word to the heart, so that
it must follow him. Oh! happy souls that have felt it !

Ver. 10—18. And as Jesus sat at meat in the house, bekold,
many publicans and sinners came, and sat down with him
and his disciples. 'The other Evangelists tell that it was in
Matthew’s house, and at a great feast which he made ; this
himself does not mention. This feast he made both as a re-
spectful entertainment to his new Master, and as a civil fare-
well to his old friends and fellow-publicans ; and possibly he
took the confidence to invite them together with Jesus Christ,
hoping that his presence and company might have likewise some
happy influence upon some of them ; and it is likely divers of
them came uninvited, out of a desire to see Jesus, having heard
of this his sudden and powerful withdrawing of one who, no
doubt, was a prime man amongst them. However, the mild
and gracious Jesus refuses neither the feast nor the company,
condescending to the most ordinary customs of life, and in
 these things affecting nothing of austerity or singularity ; and
be chose this compliant way as most suitable to his design: He
became like us in all things, excepting sin.

But all along, the spirit of pharisaical envy follows him, and
Lies at the catch for an advantage. Here it seemed fair for
them. They accost not himself with it, but his disciples,
hoping more easily to unsettle them of their opinion of their
Master : How is this? He calls you to follow him as.to some
eminent way of sanctity, and leads you unto feasting and good
~ cheer, and that with the refuse and impurest sort of men,

publicans and sinners. Jesus takes on him the answer, as
alone able to give it home. Why ? What wonder you to see
me in such company 7 Why, where should a man be, but wheye -
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his business lies? Were it strange to find a physician in a
hospital or infirmary, or any where amongst the sick? Here
ismy work and great employment; and you might have read
a word applicable to this purpose : I will have mercy and not
sacrifice ; that is, rather than sacrifice, or any ceremonial
observance, such as this you urge, of abhorring the society of
mch persons, substantial goodness and duties of compassion
and love. And instead of squinting on what you see, go think
on this. You have read it likely, but do not well understand
it; study better what it means.. Meanwhile know this, that
I am prosecuting the great design of my coming into the world,
vhile I am in such company. I came to call not the righteous,
but sinners to repentance. Not the righteous; either them
that conceit themselves such, as you do, or any that are really
converted already and religious. My present business is not
0 much with them, as to restore the ungodly, to call sinners
to repentance. :

- I will not now speak of the rules and qualifications of usmg'
or avoiding the converse of unholy persons; but doubtless;
there lies much, we shall find, as in this instance, in the due
consideration- of the persons on both sides, what hope there
may be of reclaiming them, and what safety of-not being’
corrupted by them, lest, while we think to pull them out of
the mire; they drag us into it. Here there was none of that
danger at all, and there was the highest power for converting ;
and the persons even by coming so willingly where he was,
seem not to -have been.the most obstinate and incorrigible:
But we should reflect well on ourselves in this- case, that our
intention be suitable to this, and that we be in some measure
hopeful to be able to accomplish, before we attempt such a
thing : otherways it will prove fool hardiness, to adventure
much of  this kind.
.. But this is the great comfort of sinners, this word : I carite
to call not the righteous, but sinners: What can a diffident’

heart say, that it should not come to Jesus Christ? Art thou
Vou. IIL G -
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a sipner; an eminent sinner? Therefore some to him, for he
came to theg. It is such that he comes to seek 3 they are the
very objects of his grace. He had nothing else ta do in the
world, but to save such; he cams on purpose for their sakes,
His very name tells it : He shall be called Jess, for he shall
2gve his people from their sins. It is so far from heing a just
hinderance, that it is the only title te his favoursble intentions
that thou art a ginner, Were it not strange if one should sy,
I am sick, very sick, therefore I will not make an address to
the physician? And to say, 1 am a sinner, and & great oo,
therefore I dare not ga to the Saviour of sinners,~watld be
equally strange. Ob, no, therefore I will go; he came for
me; I am sure he is able to heal me——ought to be the language
af all such,

But though this is great eneouragement to sinners, it is %0
encouragement at all to sin. He came to call sinners, but it is
to call them to repentance. 'This, the whole gospel and all the
doctrine of grace, still presses, If thou bring thy sina to Jegus
Christ, as thy malady and myisery, to be cured of thew, and
delivered from them, it is well: but to come with them as
thy beloved darlings and delight, thinking still to retain them
and receive him, thou mistakest him grossly, and miserably
deludest thyself, He came forth from God, to restore souls to
God, in order to make ua partakers of hia Divine nature.
‘The great intendment of the blessed Jesus, and the great re.
demption he wrought, is, to separate our hearts and sin. We
know him not, if we take it atherways. And this says clearly,
that though he hath come to us, and stretched forth his hands
long amongst us, few of us are come to him. Oh! haw few
have trod on the neck of their beloved sin, to come to Jesus
Christ ! This is the great deplorahle wretchedness of the land ;
not the losses and ravages of war, not the loss of civil liberty,
or any thing else that way; this is it, Unrepentance. We
turn not by being smitten with the sharpest rod: we turned
net by being invited with tender mercies. Look on such as
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have been suffering at home, or wandering abroad ; what change
has been wrought on our hearts? What imports who do, or do
not, rule over us, while our unworthy lusts and passions still
do? If spoiled and poor, and without Christ too, then we are
poor indeed ; Oh, pitiful poor! Yea, if thou escape many
things that light sadly on others, yet, if thou hast not escaped
the dominion of sin, and that curse of death that cleaves to it,
Oh, wretched caitiff! Think what Jesus came and died for,
what we live for, and what is our great business on this earth;
that our sins should die before us. He came to call the earthly
to heavenly mindedness and heavenly conversation; to call the
unclean to purity; to call the passionate and furious to meek-
ness ; to call the proud to humility. Oh, answer this call. Give
Him the desire of His heart, and He will certainly give thee
thine.

Ge






SERMONS.

————

SERMON L.

PREFACE.

MANY and great are the evils that lodge within the heart
of man, and they come forth abundantly both by the tongue
and by the hand, yet the heart is not emptied of them; yea,
the more it ‘vents them outwardly, the more they increase
within. Well might He who knows the heart so well, call it
an evil treasure. We find the prophet Ezekiel, in his exghth
chapter, led by the Lord in vision to Jerusalem, to view the
sins of the Jews who remained there in the time of the cap-
tivity : when He had shewed him one abomination, He caused
him to dig through the wall, to enter and discover more, and
8o directed him several times, from one place to another, and
still said, I will shew thee yet greater abominations. Thus
is it with those whom the Lord leads into an examination of
their own hearts, (for men are usually strangers to themselves,)
by the light of His word, and His Spirit going before them ;
He lets them see heaps of abominations in every room, and
the vilest in the most retired and darkest corners. And truly,
should He leave them there, they would despair of remedy.
No, He makes this discovery on purpose that they should sue
to Him for help. Do so then, as many of you as have taken
any notice of the evils of your own hearts. -Tell the Lord,
those hearts are His own work : He formed the heart of mdn
within him. And they are His own choice too: My son, give
me thy heart. Entreat Him to redress all those abuses where-
with Satan and sin have filled it, and then to take possession
of it Himself, for therein consists its happiness. This is, or
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should be, a main end of our resortings to His house and
service. Wrong not yourselves so far as to turn these serious
exercises of religion into an idle divertisement. What a hgp-
piness were it, if every time you come to His solemn worship,
some of your strongest sins did receive a new wound, and
some of your weakest graces a new strength !

James iii. 17,
But the wisdom that is from ahove, is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par-
tiality, and withaus hypeeviey.

God datk know, that s the day that ye shall eat theredf,
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil, was the first hissing of that old Serpent, by
which he poisoned mankind in the root. Man, not comtented
with the impression of God's image, in which he was crested,
lost it by caiching at a shadow. Climbing higher than kis
station, ke fell far below it : seeking to be mare than mean, te
become as God, he made himself less than man. He lodged
not ¢ wight 1n honour, bui became s the beasts that perish.
Psal. xlix. 12. Ever since, nature’s best wisdom is fulk of
impurity, turbulency, and distesaper ; nox can any thing rectify
it; but a wisdom from above, that both cleanseth amd com-
poseth the soul ; ¢ 42 fizat pare, and then peaceable.

This Epistle, as some that follow, is called Genertal, bath by
reason of the dispersion of the parties to whom it is addressed,
and the universality of the subject which it treats ; containing
a great number (if not all) of the necessary directiows and
camaforts of a Christian’s life, bath for the active and the pes-
sive part of it. Itis evident that the Apostle’s main desigm,
is, to arm the dispersed Jews againet all kinds of tesaptatioss,
both those of afffiction, in the first chapter, at the 2d verse,
and sinful temptations, verse 18th. And having discoursed
of two special means of strengthening them agninst both,
spegiang to Ged n prayer, avd hearing God speak in Bis
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word, In the two last verses of that first chapter; he recom-
mends, a8 ehief duties of religion, and sure evidences of in-
tegrity in religion, first, meekness and moderation, chiefly in
their spedches, and then, charity and purity in their actions ;
Insisting largely upon the latter, in the second ehapter, and upon
the former, the ruling of the fongue, in this third chapter:
and here towards the end of it; he shews the true opposite
springs of miscarriage in speech and action, and of right or-
dering and regulating of both. Evil eonversation, strifes and
envyings, are the fruits of a base wisdom that is earthly,
sensual, and deo¥lish, ver.1bth; but purity, meekness, and
mercy, are the proper offécts and certain signs of heaveily
wisdom.

The wisdom that is from above, ¥4 first pure ¢ its gentlendss
o agrée with any thing except $mpurity. Then it is pace-
able ¢ it offends nobody, except piertty offend them. It is ndt
raging and boisterous. It is not only puré; beiitg void of that
mire aad dirt which the wicked are said to Gait ut like the
ses, (Les Ivil 20.) but peaceabdle likewise, not:Wvelling, and
restless like the sea, as is there said of the wicked. Nor is it
only peaceabls negatively, 7ot offending; but as the word
besrs [cigmmh] pacific, disposed to make and seek peace.
And as it readily offends none; so, it is not éasily efferided.
Isis gentle and moderate, [emenns,] and if offended, [soweds,]
eassly entrested to forgive. And as it easily passeth by mett’s
effenscen, s, & dorth ot pass by, but looks upon theit distresses
mad wands ; as full of eompassion, as it is free from unruly and
distompered pasions. Nor rests it inu an affecting sympathy ;
s meroy is helpful: full of mercy and good frusts. And it
both forgives, amd pities, and gives, without partiality, and
withoud hypocrisy. [admgros xai dvwmongrros.] ‘The word
Shducgsros may as well bear another sense; no less suiting both
with this wisdom and these its other qualities; that is, 7ot
laking wpon it a censorious discerning and judging of others.
They that bave most of this wisdom, are laast rigid to those
thep have Joms of it. T kitow 110 bettor evidenos of stretigth i
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grace, than to bear much with those that are weak in it. And
lastly, as it spares the infirmities of others, so it makes -not
false and vain shews of its own excellencies; it is wethout Ay-
pocrisy. 'This denies two things, both dissimulation - and
ostentation. The art of dissembling, or hypocrite-crafi, is
no part of this wisdom.. And for the other, ostentation,
surely the air of applause is too light a purchase for solid
wisdom. The works of this wisdom may be seen, yeay they
should be seen, and may possibly be now and then commended ;
but they should not be done for that low end, either to be seen
or.to be commended. Surely not, being of so noble extraction.
This- wisdom having descended from Heaven, will be little
careful for the estimation of those that are of the earth, and
are but too often of the earth, earthly.

The.due order of handling these particulars more fully,
cannot well be missed. Doubtless, -the subject, wisdom from
‘above, requires our first consideration ; next, the ezcellent
qualities that are attributed to it ; and lastly, their order is to
be considered, the rather, because so clearly expressed, ﬁrst
pure, then peaceable, &c.

Wisdom from above.] There be two things in that: there
is the general term of wisdom, commons to divers sorts of
wisdom, though most eminently and truly belonging to this
best wisdom; then there is the birth or original of this
wisdom, serving as its difference to specify -and distinguish it
from all the rest, wisdom from above. Wisdom in the general,
is a very plausible word among men. Who is there that
would not willingly pass for wise? Yea, often those that are
least of all such, are most desirous to be accounted. such; and
where this fails them, they usually make up that want in their
own conceit and strong opinion. Nor do men only thus love
the reputation of wisdom, but they naturally desire to be wise,
as they do to be happy: yet, through corrupt nature’s blind-
ness, they do as naturally mistake and fall short both of the
one and the other ; and being once wrong, the more progress

they make, they are further out of the way, and pretending to
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wisdom in a false way, they still befool themselves, as the
Apostle speeks, Rom. i. 22. @daxovres elvas sooi ipweavinoay.
Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools.

- Our Apostle, ver. 15., speaking of that wicked wisdom that
is fruitful of wrongs, strifes, and debates, and that is only
abusively to be called wtsdom, shews what kind of wisdom it
is, by three notable characters, earthly, natural, and devilish ;
which though they be here jointly attributed to one and the
same -subject, yet we may make use of them to signify some
differences of false wisdom. - There is an infernal, or devilisk
wisdom, proper for contriving cruelties and oppressions, or
subtle shifts and deceits that make atheism a main basis and
pillar of state policy: such as those that devise mischief upon
their beds, &c. Mic. ii. 1. This is a serpentine wisdom, not
joined with, but most opposite to the dove-like simplicity.
There is an earthly wisdom that draws not so deep in impiety
as that other, yet is sufficient to keep a man out of all ac-
quaintance with God and Divine matters, and is drawing his
eye perpetually downwards, employing him in the pursuit of
such things as cannot fill the soul, except it be with anguish
and vexation. By thy great wisdom, and by thy traffic hast
thou tncreased thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up because
of thy riches. Ezek. xxviii. 5. That dexterity of gathering
riches, where it is not attended with the Christian art of rightly
using them, abases men’s souls, and indisposes them wholly
for this wisdom 'that is from above. There is a natural
wisdom far more plausible than the other two, more harmless
than that hellish wisdom, and more refined than that earthly
wisdom, yet no more able to make man holy and happy than
they are: Natural, Juyx, it is the word the Apostle St. Paul
useth. 1 Cor. ii. &y0gawmos Juyixos, naming the natural man by
his better part, his soul ; intimating that the soul, even in the
highest faculty -of it, the understanding, and that in the highest
pitch of excellency to which nature can raise it, is blind in
spiritual ‘objects. Things that are above, cannot be known
bt by a wisdom from above. Nature neither affords this



90 THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES

wisdom, nor can it of itself acquire it. ‘This i to advertise
us, that we mistake not morality and common knowledge,
even of Divine things, for tAe wisdom that 1s from above.
'That may raise a man high above the vulgar, as the tops of
the highest mountains leave the valleys below them; yet is it
atill as far short of true supernatural wisdom, as the highest
earth is of the highest sphere. There is one main poimt of
the method of this wisdom that is of mest hard digestion e
natural man, and the more natursl wise he be, the worse be
Likes it: If any man would be wise, let him become a foll
that he may become wise. 1 Cor.iii. 18. There is nothing
gives nature a greater prejudice against religion, than this
mitial point of self-denial. When men of eminent learsing
or the strong politicians hear, that if they will come to Christ,
they must renounce their own wisdom to be fit for his, meny
of them go away as sorrowful ‘as the young man when he heard
of selling all his geods and giving them to the poor. .

Jesus Christ is that eternal and substantial Wrssos thet
came fram above, to deliver men from perishing in their
affected folly, a8 you find it at large in Prov. viii, St Pasl,
in the first chapter of his first Epistle to the Corinthians, calls
bim the wisdom of God, ver.24.; that shews his excelleney
in himself: and ver. 80, he tells us that He is made of Ged
our wisdom ; that shews his usefulness to us. And by Him
alone is this infused wisdom from above comveyed to us. In
Him are the hid treasures of wisdom and knowledge, Cal
i 8.; and from His fulress, if at all, we all receive grace fer
grace ; and of all graces, first some measures of tliis wisdous,
#hboutwhichnomancanknowlﬁmelf much less cat be
koow Geod.

Now this supemnatural wisdom hath in it both ipe:uhm
and prudence; it is contemplative and practical : these two
must not be separated. I wisdom dwell with prudence.
Prov. viii. 12. This wisdom in its contemplative part, resds
Christ much, and discovers in him a new world of hiddems ox-
esllencies unknawn to this ald world. There are treasaves of
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wisdom ¢n Him, but they are hid, and no eye sees them, but
that which is enlightened with thy wisdom. No, it is impos-
sible, as one says (Sophocles), ra Osua yvavar xgvarovres Ocot,
to know Divine things while God concealeth them. But when
the renewed understanding of a Christian is once initiated into
this study, it both grows daily more and more apprehensive,
and Christ beeomes more communicative of himself, and makes
the soul more acquainted with the amiable conntenance of his
Father m him reconciled. No man Aath seen God at any
time : the only degotten Son which is in the bosom of the
Father, ke hath declared Him. Jobn i. 18. What wonder
the unlettered and despised Christian knows more of the mys-
tevies of Heaven, than the naturalist, though both wise and
kamed? Christ admits the believer into his boeom, and He s
n the bosom of the Father. But withal know, that all this
kmowledge, though speculatively high, yet descends to practice:
a3 it learms whet God is, so it thence teacheth man, what he
should be. This wisdom flows from Heaven, and a heavenly
conversation flows from it; as we find it there characterized by
those peactical graces of purity, peace, meekness, &o.
This wisdom represents to us, the purity of God’s nature.
1 Johmiii. 8. It gives the soul an eye to see the comeliness
and bemuty of purity : as the philosopher said of virtue, to the
end it might be loved, he would wish no more but that it conld
be scenn. And as it thus morally persuades, so, by an insen-
shle virtue, it assimilates the soul to Christ, by frequent con-
templation. It also produces all the motives to holiness and
cbedience ; it begets these precious qualities in the soul. It
giveth a Christian a view of the matchless virtues that are in
Chzist, and stixs him up to a diligent, though imperfect imita-
ton of them. It sets before us Christ’s spotless prrity, in
vhess mouth there was no guile, and so invites us to purity.
It represents the perpetual calmness of His spirit, that no tem-
pest eculd reach to disturb it: Jn Mis mouth there was no con-
imisons noise, Ms voice was not Acard tn the siveets ; and this



92 THE NATURE AND PROPERTIES

recommends peaceableness, and gentlene:e And so in the
rest here mentioned.

" Hence, I conceive, may be fitly learned for our use, that
seeing here is a due wisdom and knowledge necessary for gui-
dance and direction in the ways of purity and peace, it is evi-
dent that gross ignorance cannot consist with the truth of reli-
gion, much less can it be a help and advantage to it. I shall
never deny that a false, superstitious religion stands in need of
it: “Not too much scripture wisdom for the people.® The
pomp of that vain religion, like court masks, shews best by
candle-light. Fond nature likes it well: the day of spiritual
wisdom would discover its imposture too clearly. But to let
their foul devotion pass, (for such it must needs be that is born
of so black a mother as ignorance,) let this wisdom at least be
Justified of those that pretend to be Aer children. It islament-
able that amongst us, where knowledge is not withheld, men
should, through sloth and love of darkness, deprive themselves
of it. 'What abundance of almost brutish ignorance is amongst
the commons! and thence arise uncleanness, and all manner
of wickedness: a darkness that both hides and increaseth im-
purity. What is the reason of so much impiety and iniquity
in all places, but the want of the knowledge of God? Not
knowing Jesus Christ, and not obeying his gospel, are joined
together. Hoseaiv. 1, 2; 2 Thes. i. 8. It will be found true,
that where there is no obedience, there is no right knowledge
of Christ. Butwut of all question, where thereis not a com-
petency of knowledge, there can be no obedience. ~And as
these two lodge together, so observe what attends them both.
He shall come in flaming fire to render vengeance on them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Loni
Jesus Christ.

And if there be any that think to shroud unpunished
amongst [the thickets of ignorance, especially amidst the
means of knowledge, take notice of this; though it may hide
the deformity of sin from your own sight for a time, it cannot
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pelliate it from the piercing eye, nor cover it from the reveng-
ing hand of Divine Justice. As you would escape, then, that
wrath to come, come to wisdom’s school, and how simple so-
ever ye be as to this world, if you would not perish with the
world, learn to be wise unto salvation.

And truly, it is mainly important for this effect, that the
ministers of the Gospel be active and dexterous in imparting
this wisdom to their people. If they would have their con-
versation to be holy, and peaceable, and fruitful, &c., the
most expedient way is at once to principle them well in the
fundamentals of religion; for therein is their great defect.
How can they walk evenly and regularly, so long as they are
in the dark? One main thing is, to be often pointing at the
way to Christ, the fountain of this wisdom. Without this,
you bid them be clothed, and clothe them not.

How needful then is it, that pastors themselves be Seers in-
deed, as the prophets were called of old ; not only faithful but
wise dispensers, as our Saviour speaks, Luke xii. 42, that
they be 3daxtixol, able and apt to teach. 1 Tim.iii. 2
Laudable is the prudence that tries much the churches’ store-.
houses, the seminaries of learning; but withal, it is not to be
forgot, that as a due furniture of learning is very requisite for
this employment, so it is not sufficient. When one is duly
enriched that way, thereis yet one thing wanting, that grows
vot in schools ; except this infused wisdom from above season
and sanctify all other endowments, they remain xonz, com-
mon and unholy, and therefore unfit for the sanctuary.
Amongst other weak pretences to Christ’s favour in the last
day, this is one, We have preached in thy name; yet says
Christ, I never knew you. Surely, then, they knew not him,
ud yet they preached him. Cold and lifeless (though never
% fine and well contrived) must those discourses be, that are
of an unknown Christ. Pastors are called angels, and there-
fore, though they use the secondary helps of knowledge, they

e mainly to bring their message from above, from the Foun-
tan; the Head of this pure wisdom,
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. Pure.] If it come from above, it must needs be pure or.
ginally ; yes, it is formally pure too, being a main tesit of
God’s renewed image in the soul. By this wisdom, the unden
standing is both refined and strengthened to entertain right
conceptions of God in His nature and works. And this is pei-
marily necessary, that the mind be not infected with fales opi-
nions in religion. If the spring-head be polluted, the stresms
cannot be pure. This is more important than men usually
think, for a good life. But that which I suppose to be here
chiefly intended, is, that it is effectively and practically purs:
1t purifies the heart, (said of Fasth, Acts xv. 9, which, in some
sense and acceptation, differs not much from this wisdom,) and
consequently, the words and actions that flow from the hesst.
This purity, some render chastity: The wisdom from
above is chaste, &yvi. The word is indeed often so taken,
and includes that here, but it is too narrow a sense to restrict
it to that only. It implies here, & universal detestation of alt
impurity, both of flesh and spirit, as the Apostle speaks,
2 Cor. vii. 1, Pride, self-love, profaneness of spirit, and irre-
ligion, though they do not so properly pollute the body as
carnal uncleanness, yet they do no less defile the soul, and
make it abominable in the sight of God. Those apostate
avgels called unclean spirits, are incapable of bodily defile-
ment, though indeed they tempt and inveigle men to it : their
own inherent pollutions must needs be spiritual, for they are
spirits. Jdolatry, in Scripture, goes often under the name of
fornication and aduliery ; and indeed these sins may mutually
borrow and lend their names the one to the other: idolatry
may well be called sptritual unchastity, and unchaste love,
carnal tdolatry. Earthly-mindedness likewise is an impurity
of the soul: in the Apostle’s phrase, covetousness is tdolatry,
and so, a spiritual pollution ; yea, it may well share with idol-
atry in its borrowed name, and be called adultery too, for it
misbestows the soul’s prime affection upon the creature, which
right is God’s peculiar due.
This purity that true wisdom works, is contrary to all pollu-
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ton. We know then in some measure wAat it is : it remains
to inquire where it is; and there is the difficulty. It is far
eesier to describe it in itself, than to find it among men. Hho
oan say, 1 have made my Reart olean ? Prov. xx.9. Look upon
the greatest part of mankind, and you may know at first sight,
that purity is not to be looked for among them: they suffer it
not to come near them, much less to dwell with them and within
them; they hate the very semblance of it in others, and them-
selves delight in intemperance and all manner of licentiousness,
like- foolish children striving who shall go furthest into the
mire. These cannot say, they have made clean their Aearts,
for all their words and actions will belie them. If you come
o the mere moralist, the world’s Aonest man, and ask him, it
may be, he will tell you, he hath cleansed his heart; but be-
lieve him not, It will appear he is not yet cleansed, because
he says he has done it himself; for (you know) there must be
ssme other hesides man at this work. Again, he rising no
higher than pature, hath none of this heavenly wtsdom in him,
sad therefore ia without this purity too, But if you chance
0 take notice of some well-skilled hypocrite, every thing you
meot with makes you almost confident, that thera is puritys
yet, i he be strictly put to it, he may make some good ac-
oomnt of the pains he hath taken to refine his tongue and his
publbio actions, but he dares not say he hath made olean Ais
Aesart: it troubles his peace to be asked the question. He
never intended to banish sin, but to retire it to his innermost
and best room, that so it might dwell unseen within him; and
where then should it lodge but in his heart? Yet, possibly,
becsuse what ia outward is so fair, and man cannot look deeper
%o contrediot him, he may embolden himself to say, he is in-
wardly suitsble to his appearance; but there is a day at hand
thet shall, to his endless shame, at onoe discover both his secret
imspurity and his impudence in denying it.

© After these, there follow a few despised and melancholy
persons, (at least as to outward appearance,) who are almost
dways hanging down their heads, and complaining of abundant
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sinfulness. And surely, purity cannot be expected in these
who are so far from it by their own confession; yet the truth -
is, that such purity as is here below, will either be found to
lodge among-these, or no where. Be not deceived ; think not
that they who loath, and (as they can) flee from the unholi-
ness of the world, are therefore taken with the conceit of their
own holiness; but as their perfect purity of justification is by
Christ’s imputed righteousness, so likewise they will know, and
do always acknowledge, that their inherent holiness is from
above too, from the same fountain, Jesus Christ. . The wis-
dom from above is pure; this is their engagement to humility,
for it excludes vaunting and boasting ; and besides that, it is
imperfect, troubled and stained with sin, which is enough to
keep them humble. Their daily sad experience will not suffer
them to be so mistaken: their many faults of infirmity cannot
but keep them from this presumptuous fault. .Thereis a ge-
neration, indeed, that are pure in their own eyes, but they are
such as are not washed from their filth. Prov. xxx. 12. They
that are washed, are still bewsiling that they again contract s
much defilement. .The most purified Christians are they that
are most sensible of their impurity. Therefore I called not
this a universal freedom from pollution, but a universal detes-
tation of it. - They that are thus pure, are daily defiled with
many sins, but they cannot be in love. with any sin at all;
nor do they willingly dispense with the smallest sins, - which a
natural man either sees not to be sin, (though his dim moonlight
discover grosser evils,) or, if he do see them, yet he judgesit too
much niceness to choose a great inconvenience rather-than &
little sin. Again,. they differ in another particular:.a natural
man may be so far in love with virtue after his manner, . as to.
dislike his own faults and resolve to amend them ; but yet, he
would think it a great weakness to sit down and mourn for sin,
and to afflict his soul, as the Scripture speaks. The Chris-
tian’s repentance goes not so lightly ; there is a great deal more_
work in it. 'There is not only indignation against impurity,.
but it proceeds to revenge. 2 Cor. vii. 11. The saints we
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read of in Scripture, were ashamed of their impurity, but never
of their tears for it. Let the world enjoy their own thoughts,
and account it folly, yet surely, the Christian who delights in
purity, seeing he cannot be free from daily sin, when he retires
himself at night, is then best contented when his eyes serve him
most plentifully to weep out the stains of the by-past day; yet
he knows withal, that it is only his Redeemer's blood that takes
away the guilt of them. This is the condition of those that
are truly, though not yet fully, cleansed from the pollutions of
the world by the Spirit of wisdom and purity. What mean
they, then, who would argue themselves out of this number,
because they find yet much dross left, and that they are not so
defecated and refined as they would wish to be? On the con-
trary, this hatred of pollution testifies strongly that the contrary’
of it, purity, is there; and though its beginnings be small,
doubt not, it shall in the end be victorious. - The smoking of
this flaz shews indeed that there is gross matter there, but it
witnesseth likewise that there is fire in it too, and though it be
little, we have Christ’s own word for it, that it shall not be
quenched ; and if He favour it, no other power shall be able
to quench it. . You find not, indeed, absolute holiness in your
persons, nor in your best performances, yet, if you breathe and
follow after it, if the pulse of the heart: beat thus, if the main
current of your affections be towards purity, if sin bein you as
your. disease and greatest grief, and not as your delight, then,
take courage; you are as pure as travellers can be; and not-
withstanding that impure spirit, Satan, and the impurity of
your own spirits, vex you daily with temptations, and often
foil you, yet, in.despite of them all, you shall arrive safe at
home where perfection dwells.

The wisdom from above is pure.” Be ashamed, then, of
your extreme folly, you that take pleasure in any kind of
uncleanness. Especially, seeing God hath reformed and purged
His House amongst us, you that are, or should be, His living
temples, remain not unreformed. If you do, Church refor-

mation will be so far from profiting you, that, as a clearer
Vou. IIL. H
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light, it will but serve to make your impurity both more visible
and more inexcusable. If you mean that the Holy Ghost:
should dwell with you, entertain Him, avoiding both spiritusl
and fleshy pollutions. The word here used, doth more par
ticularly signify chastity ; and certainly, wherever this wisdon
Jfrom above is, this comely grace is one of her attendants.
Whatever any have been in times past, let all be persuaded
henceforth to mortify all lustful and carnal affections. Know.
that there is more true and lasting pleasure in the contempt of
unlawful pleasures, than in the enjoyment of them. Grieve
not, then, the good Spirit of God with actions or speeches, yes,
or with thoughts, that are impure. The unholy soul, like the
mystical Babylon, makes itself a cage of unclean birds, and &
habitation of filthy spirits ; and if it continues to be such, &
must, when it dislodges, take up its habitation with cursed
spirits for ever in utter darkness. But as for those that are
sincerely and affectionately pure, that is, pure in Aeart, our
Saviour hath pronounced their begun happiness— Blessad ar¢
they that are pure in heart, and assured them of full hspph
ness—for they shall see God. This wisdom is sent from
Heaven on purpose to guide the elect thither by the way of
purity. And mark how well their reward is suited to thei
labour: their frequent contemplating and beholding of God's
purity as they could, while they were on their journey, and
their labouring to be like Him, shall bring them to sit down
in glory, and to be for ever the pure beholders of that purest
object. They shall see God. What this is, we cannot tell
you, nor can you conceive it ; but walk heavenwards in purity,
and long to be there, where you shall know what it means:
For you shall see Him as He 1s.
Now to that blessed Trinity be praise for ever !
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SERMON II.
PREFACE.

I will return to my place, saith the Lord by His Prophet,
till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face. In
their affliction they will seek me early. Hos. v.15. The
Father of Mercies hides Himself from His children, not to
Yose them, but that they may seek Him, and may learn, hav-
ing found Him, to keep closer by Him than formerly. He
threstens them, 1o keep them from punishment : if His threaten-
ing work submission, it is well; if not, He punishes them
gently, to save them from destruction. He seeks no more
but that they acknowledge their offence, and seek His face.
Wonderful clemency { For who can forbear to confess multi-
tudes of offences, who know themselves ? And who can choose
but seek Thy face, who ever saw Thy face, and who know
Thee? In their affliction, they will seek me early. He that
prays not till affliction comes and forces him to it, is very
slothful 5 but he that prays not in affliction, is altogether sense.
Jeas. Certainly, they that &t this time are not more than
ordimnrily fervent in prayer, or do not at least desire and strive
to be 8o, cannot well think that there is any spiritual life within
them, Surely, it is high time to stir up ourselves to prayers
and tears. All may bear arms in that kind of service. Weak
women may be strong in prayer ; and those tears wherein they

wually abound upon other occasions, cannot be so well spent
| s this way. Let them not run out in howlings and impatience,
but bring them, by bewailing sins, private as well as public, to
quench this public fire. And ye men, yea, ye men of courage,
wcoumt it no disparagement thus to weep. We read often of
David's tears, which were no stain to his valour. That cloud
which hangs over us, which the frequent vapours of our sins
hive made, except it dissolve and fall down again in these
tweet showers of godly tears, is certainly reserved to be the

H2
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_ matter of a dreadful storm. Be instant, every one, in secret,
for the averting of this wrath, and let us now again unite the
cries of our hearts for this purpose to our compassionate God,
in the name and mediation of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

JoB xxxiv. 81, 32.

Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will
not offend any more.

That which I see not, teach Thou me : if I have doﬁe iniquity, I will do no
more. o

THE great sin, as well as the great misery of man, 1s, the for-
getting of God ; and the great-end and use of His works and
of His word, is, to teach us the right remembrance and con-
sideration of Him in all estates. . These words do particularly
instruct us in the application of our thoughts towards Him in
the time of afffiction. ' The shortness and the various significa-
tion of the words used in the original, give occasion to some
other readings and another sense of them. But this we have
in our Translation, being not only very profitable, but very
congruous, both to the words of the primitive text, and to the
contexture of the discourse, I shall keep to it, without dividing
your thoughts by the mentioning of any other. Neither will I
lead you so far about, as to speak of the great dispute of this
book, and the question about it which is held. He that speaks
here, though the youngest of the company, yet, as a wise and
calm-spirited man, closes all with a discourse of excellent tem-
per, and full of grave useful instructions, amongst which this
is one. o

Surely it is meet to be said (or spoken) to God.] This
speaking to God, though it may be vocal, yet, it is not neces-
sarily nor chiefly so, but is always mainly, and may often be
only, mental : without this, the words of the mouth, how well
chosen and well expressed soever they be, are to God .of no
account or signification at all. But if the heart speak, even
when there is not a word in the mouth, it is that He hearkens-
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to, and regards that speech, though made by a voice that none
hears but He, and in a language that none understands but He.
But it is a rare, unfrequent thing, this communing of the
heart with God, speaking its thoughts to Him concerning
itself, and concerning Him, and His dealings with it, and the
purposes and intentions it hath towards Him; which is the
speech here recommended, and is that Divine exercise of.
meditation and soliloquy of the soul with itself and with God,
hearkening what the Lord God speaks to us within us, and
our hearts echoing and resounding his words, (as Psalm xxvii.
8,.9.) and opening to Him our thoughts of them and of our-
selves. - Though they stand open, and He sees them all, even
when we tell Him not of them, yet, because He loves us, He
loves to hear them of our own speaking: Let me hear thy voice,
Jor it s sweet ; as a father delights in the little' stammering,
lisping language of his beloved child. And if the reflex affec-
tion of children be in us, we shall love also to speak with our
Father, and to tell Him all our mind, and to be often with Him
in the entertainments of our secret thoughts.
But the most of men are little within : either they wear out
their hours in vain discourse with others, or possibly vainer
discourses with themselves. Even those who ‘are not of the
worst sort, and who, possibly, have their times of secret prayer,
yet do not so delight to think of God and to speak with Him,
as they do to be conversant in other affairs, and companies, and
discourses, in which there is a great deal of froth and emptiness.
Men think, by talking of many things, to be refreshed, and
yet, when they have done, find that it is nothing, and that they
had much better have been alone, or have said nothing. - Our
thoughts and speeches in most things, run to waste, yea, are
defiled ; as water spilt on the ground, is both lost, cannot be
gathered up again, and is polluted, mingled with dust. ‘But
no word spoken to God, from the serious sense of a holy heart,
is lost : He receives it, and returns it into our bosom with
advantage. A soul that delights to speak to Him, will find
that He also delights to speak to it. And this communication
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certainly, is the sweetest and happiest choice; to speak little .
with men, and much with God. One short word, such as this.
here, spoken to God in a darted thought, eases the heart more
when it is afflicted, than the largest discourses and complainings
to the greatest and powerfullest of men, or the kindest and:
most friendly. It gives not only ease, but joy, to say to God,
I have sinned, yet, I am Thine ; or, as here, I have borne
chastisement, I will no more offend. 'The time of affliction is
peculiarly a time of speaking to God, and such speech as this
is peculiarly befitting such a time. And this is one grem re-
commendation of affliction, that it is & time of wiser and more
sober thoughts ; & time of the returning of the wind inwssds
and upwards. A high place, fulness and pleasure, draw the
mind more outwards. Great light and white colours dissipate
the sight of the eye, and the very thoughts of the mind too;
and men find that the night is a fitter season for deep thoughts.
It is better, says Solomon, to go to the house of movrning
than to the house of feasting. 'Those blacks made the mind
more serious. It is & rare thing to find much retitoment unts
Grod, much humility and brokenness of spirit, true putity snd
spirituality of heart, in the affluence and great prosperities of
the world. It is no easy thing, to carry a very full cup eves,
and to digest well the fatness of a great estate and great place.
They are not to be envied who have them : even though they
be of the better sort of men, it is a thousand to one but théy
shall be losers by the gains and advancements of this werld,
suffering proportionably great abatements of their best advan-
tagos, by their prosperity. 'The generality of men, while they
are at ease, do securely naglect God, and little mimd either
speak to Him, or to hear Him speak to them. God complains
thus of His own people: I spoke to them tn their prosperity,
and they would not hear. The nolses of conch-wheels; &f
their pleasures and of their great affairs, so fill their ears, that
the still voice wherein God is, cannot be heard. I will bring
her into the wilderness, and there I will speak to her Aeort,
says God of His Church. There the heart is more at quist so
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sesr God, and to speak to Him, and is disposed to speak in
e style here prescribed, humbly and repentingly.
- 1 have borne chastisement.] The speaking this unto God
ander affliction, signifies, that our affliction is from His hand ;
wd to the acknowledgment of this truth, the very natural
somsciences of men do incline them. Though trouble be the
general lot of mankind, yet, it doth not come on him by an
tmprovidential fatality: though man is born to trouble as the
wparks fly upwards, yet, it comes not out of the dust. Job
v.6, 7. It is no less true, and in itself no less clear, that all
the good we enjoy and all the evil we suffer, come from the
iame Hand s but we are naturally more sensible of evil than of
good, and therefore do more readily reflect upon the original
and csoses of it. Our distresses lead us to the notice of the
righteous God inflicting them, and of our own unrighteous
ways procuring them, and provoking Him so to do; and there-
fore it &5 meet to speak in this submissive, humble language to
Him. It is by all means necessary to speak to Him. He
is the party we have to deal withal, or to speak to, even in
those afftictions whereof men are the intervenient visible causes.
They are indeed but instrumental causes, the rod and staff in
His hand who smites us ; therefore, our business is with Him,
in whose S8upreme Hand alone the mitigations and inoreases,
the continuarice and the ending of our troubles lie. Wko gave
Jucob to the sposl and Israel to the robbers? Did not the
Lord against whom we have simned? 1sa. xlii. ®4. So,
Lam. . 34 TA# yoke of my transgressions is bound on by
His hand. 'Therefore it is altogether necessary in all afflic-
tons to speak to Him. And as it is necessary to speak to
Him, so; 7t s meet to speak thus to Him, I have borne chas:
tisement, I will io more offend. 'These words have in them
the true compofition of real repentance, humble submissién and
bely resolution. I have borne chastisement, that is, I have
justly borne it, and do heartily submit to it ; I bear it justly,
% take it well; Lord, 1 acquit thee, and aceuse myself. ‘This
 hopusge becanes the. iicst innotent pérsons in- the world in
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their suffering. Job knew it well, and did often-acknowledge’
it in his preceding speeches. Though sometimes, in the heat
of dispute, and in opposition to the uncharitable and unjust
imputations of his friends, he seems to overstrain the assertion
of his own integrity, (which Elihu here corrects) you knowhe
cries out, I have sinned against Thee : what shall I do unto
Tkee, O Thou preserver of men? Job vii. 20.  And ch. ix.
ver. 30. If I wash myself with snow-water, and make my
hands never so clean, yet shalt Thou plunge me in the dttclt,
and mine own clothes shall abhor me.

Vain, foolish persons fret and foam at the- mxsca.mage ofa
cause they apprehend to be righteous; but this is-a great
vanity and inconsiderate temerity in not observing the great
and apparent unrighteousness in the persons managing it. But
though both the cause and the persons were just to-the greatest
height imaginable amongst men, yet, still were it meet to-spesk
thus unto God in the lowest acknowledgments and confessions,
that righteousness belongs unto Him, and unto us shame and |
confusion of face. So says the Church, Lam. iii. - The Lord
is righteous, for I have rebelled against His commandments
Though affliction is not always designedly intended as the
chastisement of some particular sin, yet, where sin is, (and that
is the case of all the sons of Adam,) affliction coming in, may
safely be considered in its natural cognation and alliance with
sin, and so press forth humble confessions of sin and resolutions
against it.  And thus in Lev. xxvi. 41., They skall accept of
the punishment of their iniquity ; shall take it humbly and
penitently, and kiss the rod.

Oh, that there were such a heart in us! that instead of
empty words that scatter themselves in the wind, our many
vain discourses we hold one with another concerning our past
and present sufferings, and further fears, and disputing of
many fruitless and endless questions, we were more abundantly
turning our speech this way, in unto God, and saying, W&’
desire to give Thee glory, and to take shame to ourselves, andl
to bear our chastisement, and to offend nomore ; -toreturncack®
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from his evil way, and to gain this by the furnace, the purging
away of our dross, our many and great iniquities, our’ oaths,
and cursings, and lying, our deceit, and oppressions, and pride,
and covetousness, our base love of ourselves, and hating oné
another ; that we may be delivered from the tyranny of our
own lusts and passions ; and in other things, let the Lord do
with us as seems good in His eyes. Oh, that we were speak-
ing to God in Ephraim’s words, Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20: Thou
hast chastised me, and I was chastised : turn Thou me, and
I shall be turned, &c. : words not unlike these, would stir His
bowels, as there ; as it is said, that one string perfectly tuned
to another, being touched, the other stirs of itself. When a
stubborn child leaves struggling under the rod, and turns to
entreating, the father then leaves off striking ; nothing over-
comes him but that. 'When a man says unto God, Father, I
have provoked Thee to this, but pardon, and through Thy
- grace I will do so no more, then, the rod is thrown aside, and
the Father of mercies and His humbled child, fall to mutual
tenderness and embraces. ’
What I see not, teach Thou me.] The great article of con-
version is, the disengagement of the heart from the love of sin.
In that posture, as it actually forsakes whatsoever it perceives
to be amiss, so0, it stands in an absolute readiness to return to
every: duty that yet lies hidden, upon the first discovery.
That is here the genuine voice of a repentant sinner, What I
see not, teach Thou me : if I have done iniquity, I will do
no more.’ . '
* 'This is a very necessary supplication, even for the most dis-
cerning and clearest-sighted penitent, both in reference to the
commandment and rule for discovering the general nature and
several kinds:of sin, and withal for the application of this
general light to the examination of a man’s own heart and
ways, that so he may have a more exact and particular account
of lds own sins. -
. The former part of the petition is for the knowledge of the
law of God, as the rule by which & man is to try and to judge
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himself. The most knowing are not above the need of - this
request ; yea, I am persuaded, the most knowing know best
"how much they need it, and are most humbled in themselves
in the conscience of their ignorance and darkness in Divine
things, and are most earnest and pressing in this daily suppli-
cation for increases of light and spiritual knowledge from Him
who is the Fountain of it: What I see not, teach Thou nie.
On the other side, the least knowing are often the most com«
fident that they know all, and swelled with a conceited suffici.
ency of their model and determination of all things, both
dogmatical and practical ; and therefore are they the most
imperious and magisterial in their conclusions, and the most
impatient of contradiction, or even of the most modest dissent.
~ 'The wisest and holiest persons speak always in the humbles
and most depressing style of their own knowledge, and that
nof with an affectation of modesty, but under the real sense of
the thing as it is, and the sincere account they give of it; and
that commonly when they are déclaring themselves most so¢
lemnly, as in the sight of God, or speaking in supplication to
Him with whom they ddre least of all dissemble. Whosoever
he was that spake those words, in the thirtieth chapter of
Proverbs, surely he was 2 man of eminent wisdom and piety,
and yet he begins thus: Surely I am more brutish than any
man, and have not the understanding of a man; I have
neither learned wisdom, nor have I the knowledgs of ihe
Holy. And though he was so diligent a student, and so great
a proficient in the law of God, yet, how importunate a peti
tioner is he for the understanding of it, as if he knew nothing
at all] Besides the like expressions in other Psalms, in thet
.one Psalm, [the cxix.] which, although of such length, hath
nathing but the breathing forth of his affection to the word
and law of Gody how often doth David in it reiterate that
petition, Teach me Thy statutes !—so often, that a carnal
mind is tempted to grow weary of it, as a nauseating tautology;
but he made it still new with the freshness and vehemency of
his affection : Make me to undersiand the way of Thy. prev
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sépts—Give me undersianding, and I shall keep Thy lawo—
md Open Thou mine eyes, that I may see the wonders of Thy
law,—unseal mine eyes, as if they were still veiled and dark.
These are the earnest and nobly ambitious desires that daily
golicit holy hearts, and stir them up to solicit the Teacher of
hearts, to be admitted more into the secrets and recesses of
Divine knowledge; not to those abysses that God intends
should be secret still, and from which He bath barred out our
curiosity, as the forbidden tree of knowledge, those secrets
that belong to Himself alone, and concern us not to inquire
after. And certainly, to be wading in those deeps, is the way
ta be drowned in them. The searcher of mafesty shall be
oppressed with glory. Yet, thereis in man, a perverse, pre-
posterous desire, to pore upon such things as are on purpose |
hidden that we should nhot inquire after them, and to seek after
useless, empty speculations of them, which is a luxury and
intemperance of the understanding, like unto that, and spring.
ing from that, which at first undid us in theroot. These are
times full of those empty, airy questions, and netions in which
there is no clearness nor certainty to be attdined, and if it
were, yet it would serve to little or no purpose, not making
the man who thinks he hath found them out, one jot the better
or holier man than he was before. What avails 1t, says a
devout author, to dispute and discourse Mgh eoncerning the
Trinity, and want humility, and so displease that Trintty ?
The light and knowledge suited aceording to the intendment
of this copy, is of mature, mich as putifies the heart and rec-
tifies the life. What I see not, teach Thou me; that is, of
wach - things as may gerve this end, that if I Aave dome tni-
quity, Imay do 6t #o mere. This is sound and solid know.
ledge, such a light as inflames the heatt with the love of God
od of the beauties of holiness, and still, as it grows, makes
those to grow likewise, Buch are still, we see, David’s mul-
tiplied supplications in that cxix. Psalm; not to know reserved
d useless things, but, Hide not Thy comtmandments from me.
Thy konds Aave made me and fashioned me ;' now, what is it
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that Thy creature and workmanship begs of Thee? What is
that which will complete my being, and make me do honour
to my Maker? This is it,—Give me understanding that I
may learn Thy commandments.

You that would be successful supplicants in this request,
wean your hearts from that vanity of desire: such knowledge’
is as the cypress-tree, fair and tall, but fruitless and sapless.
Apply all you know, to the purging out of sin, and intend
all the further knowledge you desire, to that same end. ~ Seek
to be acquainted with higher rules of mortification, and “self-
denial, and charity, than as yet you have either practised; or.
possibly so much as thought on; that by these,” your afféctions.
and actions may be advanced to greater degrees of purity, and
conformity with the holiness of God. And for this end, beg
of Him to teach you what you see not in the exactness of the
law and rule; and withal, (which is the other thing in this
word,) that, what you see not in the application of it and
search of yourself, He would likewise shew you ; for in that,
we are commonly as undiscerning and dim-sighted asin the
other. Even where men have some notion of the rule and-
their duty, yet they perceive not their own, even their gross
recessions and declinings from it. Love is a blinding thing,
and above all love, self-love; and every man is natuyally his
own flatterer : he deals not faithfully and sincerely with himself
in the search of his own evils. Now this we are to entreat of
God, to be led into ourselves, and to be applied to the work
of self-searching, by His own hand; not only to have a right
apprehension of the law given us, but a true sight of ourselves.
Oh! how many hidden, undiscerned, yea, unsuspected im-
purities and follies are there in the hearts of those who are the
most diligent in this inquiry, much more in the greater part,
- even of such as cannot absolutely be denied the name of good
men! Some honest intentions and good desires there are i
them ; but they are slothful and unwilling to go intothiss
painful business of trying and judging themselves, and whem
they set to it, many secret corners, and, in those, many latent-
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corruptions do escape their search. Cleanse me fiom secret
faults, says David; that is, not only those hidden rom men,
but even from myself, as is clearly his meaning, by the words
preceding, Who knows the errors of his life? Therefore is it
necessary that we should desire light of God. Tie spirit of
a man 1s the candle of the Lord, says Solomon, seaching the
innermost parts of the belly ; but it is a candle unlighted,
when He does not illuminate it for that search. O1! what a
deal of vanity and love of this world, envy and scret pride,
lurks in many of our hearts, which we do not at al perceive,
till God causeth us to see it, leading us in, as He dil the pro-
phet Ezekiel in the vision, to see the idolatry of th Jews in
His very temple, by which they had provoked Him v forsake
it, and go far from his sanctuary ; and having discoered one
percel, leads him in further, and makes him enter thrugh the
wall, .and adds often, Son of man, hast thou seen tese? I
will cause thee to see yet more abominations, and yt more
abomaniations. Thus is it within many of us who shuld be
His temples, but we have a multitude of images of jalousy,
one lying hid behind another, till He thus discovers hem to
us.” Oh, what need have we to entreat Him thus, #%¢ I see
not, teach Thou me !
< Now, in both these, both in the knowledge of our rle and
of ourselves, though there may be some useful subservincy of
the ministry of men, yet, the great Teacher of the truknow-
ledge of His law, and of Himself, and of ourselves, 1 God.
Men may speak to the ear, but His chair is in Heave who
teaches hearts : cathedram habet in celo. Matchless Tacher!
who teacheth more in one hour than men can do in a whie age,
vho can cure the invincible unteachableness of thedullest
heart, give understanding to the simple, and open thexyes of
Ueblind ! So then, would we be made wise, wise for ernity,
leamed in real, living divinity, let us sit down at His tet and
make this our continual request, What I see not teach
Thow me ! . '
If 1 have done iniqiiity.] That is, any iniquity tht I yet
know not of, any hidden sin, let me but once see it,and, I
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hope, Thou shalt see it no more within me; hot willingly
lodged ad entertained. This speaks an entire, total giving
up of all en, and is a proclaiming of utter defiance and enmity
agdinst it; casting out what is already found out, without
delay, anc zesolving that still in further search, as it shall be
nore disovered, it shall be forthwith dislodged, without 2
thought o’ sparing or partial indulgence to any thing that is
sin, or tha is like it, or that may any way befriend it, or be s
odcasion ad incentive of it. This is that absolute renouncing
of sin, anl surrender of the whole soul and our whole selves to
God, whch whosoever do not heartily consent to and resolve
on, theirreligion is in vein, and (which is here the point) their
afflictioris in vain : whatsoever they have suffered, they have

gained othing by all their sufferings, if their hearts remamn
still sel-willed, stubborn, untamed, and unpliable to God,

And ths makes their miseries out of measure miserable, and
their 18 out of measure sinful ; whereas, were it thus qus-
lified, nd had it any operation this way towards the subjecting
of thei hearts unto God, affliction were not to be called misery,

but wuld go under the title of a blessedness: Blessed 1s the
man hom Thou correctest and teachest him out of Thy law.

That s suiting with this here desired, I Aave borne chastise
ment :what I see not, teack Thow me ; and if have done
iniquty, I will do 1t no more. Oh! were it thus with us, my
brethm, how might we rejoice, and insert into our praises all
that i-come upon us, if it had wrought or advanced any thing
of thi kind within us, this blessed compliance with the will of
God ;not entertaining any thing knowingly that displeases
Him ;finding a pleasure in the denial and destruction of ouf
own 10st beloved pleasures at His appointment and for His
sake. Whatsoever is in us, and dearest to us, that would
offendus, that would draw us to offend Him, were ¢ the right
hand, et it be cut off; or the right eye, let it be plusked 6wt t
or, tomake shorter work, let the whole man die at once, erés
cified 7ith Jesus, that we may be kenceforth dead to sin, déad
to the vorld, dead to ourselves, and alive only to God.
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SERMON II1.
PREFACE.

Thexe is no exercise so delightful to those that are truly
! godly, as the solemn worship of God, if they find His powerful
. dnd sensible presence in it ; and indeed there is nothing on
. earth moye like to Heaven than that is. But when He with.
draws Himself, and withholds the influence and breathings of
His Spirit in His service, then good souls find nothing more
lifeless and uncomfortable. But there is this difference, even
stsuch a time, betwixt them and those that have no spiritual
life in them at all, that they find, and are sensible of this dif-
ference; whereas the others know not what it means. And for
the most part, the greatest number of those that meet together
with a profession to worship God, yet are such as do not un-
derstand this difference. Custom and formality draw many to
the ordinary places of public worship, and fill too much of the
room; and sometimes novelty and curiosity, drawing to places
not ordinary, have a large share: but how few are there that
tome on purpose to meet with God in His worship, and to find
His power in strengthening their weak faith, and weakening
their strong corruptions, affording them provision of spiritual
srength and comfort against times of trial, and, in a word,
sdvancing them some steps forward in their journey towards
Heaven, where happiness and perfection dwell ! Certainly,
these sweet effects are to be found in these ordinances, if we
would look after them. Let it grieve us then, that we have
30 often lost our labour in the worship of God through our
own neglect, and entreat the Lord, that at this time He wounld
not send us away empty. For how weak soever the means
be, if He put forth His strength, the work shall be done, in
soine Measure, to His glory and our edification. Now that He
may be pleased to do so, to leave ablaamg behmd Him, let
us pray; S
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Isa1am xxviii. 5, 6.

In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory, and fora
diadem of beauty unto the residue of his people,

And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for
strength to them that turn the battle to the gate, .

Avrv the works of Divine providence are full of wisdoﬁl andJ ,

justice, even every one severally considered; yet we observe
them best to be such, when we take notice of their order and
mutual aspect one to another, whether in the succession of

times, or such passages as are contemporary and fall in toge-

ther at one and the same time. As, when the Lord brings
notable judgments upon the proud workers of iniquity, and at

the same time confers special mercies on His own people, who
is there that may not perceive justice and mercy illustrating
and beautifying one another? It is true, the.full reward and
perfect rest of the godly is not here below ; they would be
sorry if it were: nor is this the place of plenary punishment

for the ungodly ; men may look for a judgment too. Yet,

the Lord is pleased at some times to give ‘some resemblances

and pledges, as it were, of that great and last judgment in

remarkable passages of justice and mercy, at one and the same

time ; and such a time it is that the Prophet foretels in this |

his sermon, which concerns the two sister kingdoims of :Israel

and Judah. Having denounced a heavy calamity to come

upon Israel, under the name of Ephraim, he comforts those of

Judah under the name of the residue of His people. 'They
not being so grossly corrupted as the others were, he stays
them with this promise: Jn that day, saith he, when the other
shall be overwhelmed, as with a deluge, the Lord of Hosts

shall be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty

unto the residue of His people.
The promise is made up of three benefits, yet the three are

but one; or rather, one is all the three to them: The Lord of

Hosts, it is He that shall be their konour, wisdom, apd strength;
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He shall be a crown, &c. But first, a word as to the circum-
siance of time, In that day.
- That sovereign Lord, who at first set up the lights of heaven
to distinguish times and seasons by their constant motion, and
likewise by His supreme providence ruling the world, hath
fixed the periods of states and kingdoms, and decreed their
revolutions, their rising, ascending, and their height, with their
decline and setting, hath by a special providence determined
those changes and vicissitudes that befall His Church. That
vhich the Psalmist speaks, in his own particular, Psal. xxxi.
15,, holds of each believer, and of the Church which they
make up in all ages and places: I said, Thou art my God, my
times are in Thy hand. A sure and steady hand indeed, and
therefore he builds his confidence upon it, ver. 18. They took
counsel against me, but I trusted in thee. And upon this, he
prays in faith, that the face of Giod may shine upon him, and
the wicked may be ashamed.
- Thus, then, as many of you as are looking after a day of
mercy to the Church of God, pray and believe upon this
ground, That the time of it is neither in the frail hands of
those that favour and seek it, nor in the hands of those that
oppose it, how strong and subtle soever they be, but in His al-
mighty hand, who doth in heaven and earth what pleaseth Him.
If He have said, Now, and kere, will I give a day of refreshment
to my people who have long groaned for it, a day of the purity
and power of religion; if, I say, this be His purpose, they
must have somewhat more than omnipotence, who can hinder
it.  When His appointed time comes, to make a day of deliver-
ance dawn upon His Church, after their long night either of
affliction or of defection, or both ; they who contrive against
that day-spring, are as vain as if they would sit down to plot
how to hinder the sun from rising in the morning. And they
who let go their hopes of it, because of great apparent diffi-
culties that interpose betwixt their eye and the accomplishment
~ of that work, are as weak as if they should imagine, when mists
and thick vapours appear about the horizon in the morning,
Vou. IIL |
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that these could hinder the risitig of the sum, which i so far
out of their reach, and comes fortk as a bridegroom, and re
Jotces as a mighty man to run his race, says David. Those
mists may indeed hinder his clear appearance, atid keep it from
the eye for a time; but reason tells us, even theén, that they
cannot stop his course. And faith assures us tio less iv the
other case, that no difficulties can hold back Ged's day aid .
work of mercy to His people. But you will say, All the
difficulty is, to know whether the appointed time be itest of
not. It is true, we have no particular prophecies to assuré
us; but certainly, when God awakes His childrett and #akes
them rise, this is a probable sign that it is near day. I mieds;
when He stirs them up to more than usual liopes, and prayety
and endeavours, it is very likely that He intends them soué
special good. But yet more, when He Himself is arvssw; (@
it pleaseth Him to speak,) that is, when He is begun to sppet,
in a more than ordinary manner of working by singular and
wonderful footsteps of providence, this is, no doubt, a sign
that He will go on to shew remarkable mercy to Ston, and
that the time to favour her, yea, the set time is come. Puil
cii. 13,

Howsoever then, let the wonderful workings of the Lefd
move those of you that have any power and opportunity; th be
now (if ever) active for the greatest good both of the preseat
age and of posterity. And you that can be no other way s
ful, yet, you shall be no small helpers if you be mueh in prayer;
let both your hopes and your fears, serve to sharpen yolf
prayers. Be not too much dejected with any discoursgeinent; -
neither be ye carnally lifted up with outward appearances ; foé
the heart of him that 13 lifted up, is not upright in him; $ieb.
i 4.; but live, as the just do, by your faith. And if the
deferring of your hopes should sicken your hearts, as Bolomon
speaks, yet, stay and comfort them with the cordial of ¥
promises. This you are sure of, you have God’s owh wfl
engaged for it, that in those latter days Babylon shall e brought
to the dust, and the rue Church of Christ shall flouvish st
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merease. And this vision is for an appointed time; (en
Habakkuk say of his;) at the end it shall spesk, and not lie :
ihough st tarvy, wait for t, it will surely come, it will not
tarry.

- Inthat day.] That s, in the day of Ephraim’s o¢ Israel’s
wlavity denouniced in the former verses; which, as most do
konceive, was when the Assyrian oppressed them, and in the
eénd led them captive, in the reign of Hosea, as you have the
history of it, 2 Kings, xvii., at which time H2zekiah was king
of Judah, as you find in the following chapter: and in that
Ratable reformation wrought by him, with those blessings that
followed upoh it, is found the accomplishment of this promise
® Judah, Int that day, &c. The parallel of God’s different
@dling with these two kingdoms at the time there specified;
(¥r that day,) does afford divers lessons, which might be here
ot Bwpertinently taken notice of. Only this:

- Though Judah also had its own corruptions when Hezekiah
eame to the crown, yet, it pleased the Lord to spare them and
work a peaceable reformation, making Israel’s punishment their
warning. 'Truly, that nation with whom the Lord deals thus
graciously, is vilely ungrateful if they observe it not with much
humility and thankfulness, and with profit toe. If the Lord
thould answer your desires and hopes with a reformation in a
Peaceable way, and should yet lengthen out your long con-
tinued peace, and should make this little past shaking of it
“siise it to take root the faster; if He should, I sdy, do this,
Where would ye find fit praises for such a wonder of mercy —
&pecially considering, that in the meanwhile He hath made
sther reformed churches fields of blood, and made, as it were,
the sound of their stripes preach repentance to us. But cer-
\hily, if the hearing the voice of the rod prevail not, we shall
Bl the smart of it, as this people of Judah did afterwards, be-
Wiase they were not so wise as to become wiser and better by
larwel’s folly and calamity. We are expecting great things at
%ur Lurd’s bands, and our provoeations and sins against Him
-Wé gieaks et there is fo ore of them all puts us in so much

I3
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danger of disappointment, as impenitence. Were there more
repentance and personal reformation amongst us, we might take
it as a hopeful forerunner of that public reformation which %
many seem now to desire,

The Lord of Hosts.] This style of His, you know, is fre-
quent in the Prophets, in their predictions of mercy and judg-
ment ; intimating both His greatness and majesty, and His
supreme power for accomplishing His word. No created power
can resist Him; yea, all must sexve Him. The most excellent
creatures can have no greater honour: the greatest are not
exempted, nor the meanest excluded from serving Him. In
Acts xii. 23, you find one of the noblest creatures, and a
number of the vilest, made use of at the same time in the same
service. Because Herod did accept of the sacrilege of the
people, and gave not back to this Lord of hosts His own glory,
the angel of the Lord smote him, and the vermin devoured
him. . And in Egypt, you know the employing of the destroy-
ing angel, and what variety of hosts this Lord of hosts did
employ to plague them. What madness, then, is it to oppose
and encounter this great General !—even in doubtful .cases, to
run on blindly, without examining, lest peradventure a man
should be found a fighter against God. And on the other side,
it is great weakness to admit any fear under His banner. Ifs
man could say, when he was told of the multitude of the ships
the enemy had, Against how many do ye reckon me? how
much more justly may we reckon this Lord of hosts, against
multitudes of enemies, how great soever ! They are to Him as
the drop of a bucket, and the smallest dust of the balance:
It is ignorance and mean thoughts of this mighty Lord, that
-makes His enemies so confident; and it is the same evil, in
:some degree, or, at the best, forgetfulness of His power, that
causeth diffidence .in His followers. 1, even I, am he that
‘comforteth you : who art thou, that thou shouldest be afrail
of a man that shall die, and forgettest the Lord, thy Maker.
Jea. 1i. 12, 13." Now this same Lord of hosts, you know, is
dikewise called #he God of peace : He is indeed, et pace &
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ello insignis, splendid both in peace and wir. The blessing
f peace and the success of war are both from Him ; and to
Him alone is due the praise of both.

Shall be for a crown of glory.] He shall dignify and adorn
hem by His special presence; to wit, in the purity of His
mdinances and religion amongst them: the profession and
fourishing of that, shall be their special glory and beauty.
For, as the other two benefits concern their civil good, justice
fourishing within, and wealth and opulency from without, so
doubtless, this first, this glory and beauty, is religion, as the
chiefest of the three, and the other two are its attendants. In
Psalm xxvi. 8, the sanctuary, the place of their solemn wor-
ship, is called the place where God’s honour dwelleth, or the
tabernacle of His honour, and, Psalm xcvi. 9, the glorious
sanctuary, or the beauty of holiness. And the ark of God,
you know, was called the glory. The glory is departed from
Israel, (said the wife of Phineas,) for the ark of God is taken.
1 Sam. iv. 21. Pure religion and a pure worship, is the glory
of God amongst His people, and consequently, their glory.
Now referring this prophecy to Hezekiah's time, the accom-
plishment of it is evident, in that work of reformation whereof
you have the full history, 2 Chron. xxix. 30, &c.

If it be thus, that the purity of religion and worship, is the
crown and glory of a people ; and therefore, on the other side,
that their deepest stain of dishonour and vileness, is the vitiat~
ing of religion with human devices; then, to contend for the
preservation or the reformation of it, is noble and worthy of a
Christian. It is for the crown of Jesus Christ, which is like-
wise a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty to them,
He being their head. It is, indeed, the true glory both of
kings and their kingdoms. Labour then for constancy in this
work : let no man take your crown from you. You know
how busy the emissaries of the Church of Rome have been to
take it from us, or, at least, to pick the diamonds out of it, and

put in false, counterfeit ones in their places. I mean, they
| stole away the power of religion, and filled up the room with
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shadows and foppéries of their own devising. It is the wanity
of that Church, to think they adorn the worship of God whes
they dress it up with splendour in her service, which, though
some magnify it so much, yet may most truly be called a
glistering slavery and captivity. Then is she truly free and
wears her crown, when the ordinances of God are eonfarmahls:
ta His own appointment. It is vgnity in man, I say, wher
they dresg it up with a multitude of gaudy ceremonies, and
make ¢t the smallest part of itself; whereas, indeed, its trug
glory consists not in pomp, but in purity and simplicity. In
the twelfth chapter of the Apocalypse, we find the Church,
under the name of 5 woman, richly attired indeed, but hev
ornaments be all heavenly ; the sum her clothing, and her
crown, of twelve stars. Needs she then berrow sublunary
glory ? No, she treads upen it: the moon is under Aer feel.
There is gnother waman, indeed, in that same book, arrayed
1w purple and scarlet, decked with gold and precious stomes,
and hawing a golden cup in her hand, but that gelden cupis -
Jubd of abominations and filthingss, and she herself the mathas
of abominations. Apoc. xvii. 4. The natural man judge
agcording to his reach; but to a spiritual eye there is a mg
genuine beauty in the service of Geod and the government of
His house ; and when they are nearest to the rule, the ward
of God, then is it, that the Lord himself is the orewn ¢af
diadam of His Church.

A erewn of glory.] Again: we may consider this peh
wnally, as belonging in particular to every believer. They
are all made kings and priesis unto God the Father, Apoe, |
i 6. They are a chosen generation, ¢ reyal priesthagd,
1 Pet. ii. 9, how despicable soever to the world. This is ther
dignity : The Lord is their crown and diadem. He subdug
their lusts, and makes them kings over their own affections,
and more than conquerors ever all troubles and persecutions.
Whereas carnal men are continually hurried like slaves, ung
hese employments, still kept toiling in the ignoble service of
their ewn lusts, They thiok, indeed, it is theiy Liherty, but
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‘hat is a baseness of spirit, that complies so well with so vile
wd servile a condition. And whereas they judge the godly to
e the refuse and dress of the earth, and the proper ebjects of
spatempt, this 18 hecause this theiy crown, though mos$ glorious,
i§ ipvisible to the eye of nature. The Lord i3 a crown. If
thay knew what this is, they would see enough in it to coun-
tesyail their qutward meanness and the reproaches the world
cqst on them : as the apostle St. Peter hath it, 1 Pet. iv. 14,
If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ya,
fos the Spirit of glory and of God restath on yoy. He is
their crown.

And qbserve, how this crown is opposed to that blasted
glory and fading crown of pride, spoken of in the former
verses. Wo to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of
Ephravm, whose glorious beauty is o fading flawer.

Who is there that sees not, in daily experience, the vanity
and incopstancy of worldly glory, and yet, how few are there
thet weapn themselves from it, and learn to disdain it! Still
men dete upon that which is not, upon a shadow, a nothing.
Bat woyld you have a glory that fadeth not, a garland that
ot wither, make the Lord your crown and your glory ;
sad if He be sa, glory in Him, and in nothing else. Let not
the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glary in kis might ; let not the rich man glory in kis riches ;
but let him that glarieth, glory in this, that he undesstandeth
gud knoweth ME. Jer. ix. 23, 24.

You that are noble, aspire to this crows, as being so far
ghove your perishing honours and bounded powers. And you
that are gutwardly meaner and lower, see how little cause you
bave to complain of your condition, seeing you are not de-
barsed from this best and greatest honour. And, that you
may discern it aright what it is, know that it consists in the
renovation of God’s image within you, which is in holiness and
righteousness : so the Lord becomes your crown in the king-
dom of grace. And by this you may discover, whether or no
you have attained it: if you can yet delight to wallow in the
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puddle and pleasures of sin, you are far from this royal.com
dition ; but if you find your soul possessed with the -love of
holiness, and that you are trampling upon profane delights,.
this may persuade you that God hath enabled you, and crowned
you with His grace, and will crown you with glory.. Again,
try it by this; if the Lord is become your crown and your
glory, you will glory in Him, and in nothing else. Though:
you be wise, you will not glory in your wisdom, nor in strength,
nor in riches, nor in honours, though you had them all ; but
if you glory, you will glory in the Lord. And withal, your

highest joy will be, to see the advancement of His glory, and,
if you can, to be any way serviceable to the advancing of it.- .

" And for a spirit of judgment.] Both to those that sit in
Judgment, and to the people. For justice is the strongest
base and establishment of authority. 