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NAVAL HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

BRITISH AND FRANCO-SPANISH FLEETS.

ON the 19th of February, in the afternoon, Vice-admiral Sir
Robert Calder, in the Prince-of-Wales 98, was detached from
the Channel fleet to take the command of the blockading
squadron off Ferrol,in the room of Rear-admiral the Honourable
Atiexander Cochrane, who with five sail of the line and a frigate,
had quitted the station since the 24th of February for the West
Indies, in pursuit of the Rochefort squadron, also of five sail of
the line, and of the proceedings, of which we shall hereafter

ive some account. On the lst of March, in the evening, the

rince-of-Wales arrived off Cape Prior, and joined six sail of
the line under the command of Captain the Honourable Arthur
Kaye Legge,in the Repulse 74, the senior officer at the departure
of Rear-admiral Cochrane. The Franco-Spanish fleet in Ferrol
at this time amounted to 10 sail of the line ready for sea, and
two or three others fitting. Between the 22d of April and the
31st of May Sir Robert, at no one time, had with him a greater
force than nine sail of the line, and for days together not so
many.
Oz the 15th of July the vice-admiral was reinforced by five
sail of the line under Rear-admiral Stirling in the Glory 98, from
off Rochefort.* This made Sir Robert Calder’s force consist of
the following 15 sail of the line and smaller vessels :

¢ See vol. iii,, p. 501.
VOL. IV, B



2 BRITISH AND FRANCO-SPANISH FLEETS. 1805.
Gun-ship

(D, Vice-adm. (b.) Sir Robert Calder.
Prince-of-Wales . . g Captain Willl)am Cuming. "
Rear-adm. (b.) Charles Stirling.
984 Glory. . oovun.. {Capmin 0. (b.) Charles Stirling
{Barfleur ....... ,» George Martin.
| Windsor-Castle . . . »  Charles Boyles.
80 Malta,........ » Edward Buller.
(Thunderer. ..... »  William Letchmere.
Hero .ooov0 .. . ,» Hon. Alan Hyde Gardner.
Repulse . ...... » Hon. Arthur ﬁaye Legge.
749 Defiance . . ... .. »  Philip Charles Durham.
Ajax . ....... . »  Willam Brown.
Warrior . ... ... v %amuel Ho:ﬁ Linzee.
Dragon .o« .o o0 ’s dward Griffiths.
(Trivmph . . ..... » Henry Inman.
64 Agamemnon . . . .. » John Harvey.
{ Raisonable . . . . .. » Josias Rowley.

Frigates, Egyptienne, Captain the Honourable Charles Elphinstone,
Fleming, and Sirius, Captain William Prowse. _

Lug%sr Nile, Lieutenant John Fennell, and cutter Frisk, Lieutenant
James Nicholson. :

‘With this force the vice-admiral was directed to proceed 30
or 40 leagues fo ‘the westward of Cape Fisterre, and there
endeavour to intercept the combined fleet from the West Indies,
represented, upon the authority of the Diamond-rock account,
to consist of only 16 sail of the line® Thus had the blockade
of two ports been raised, in which, at the time, were about as
many ships of the line ready for sea, as, by all eccounts,
composed the fleet which the blockading squadrons, when
anited, were ordered to intercept. The policy of this measure
does not seem very clear. 1f et!{:e Ferrol squadron, did not, as
the Rochefort had done, take advantage of the circumstance
‘and sail out, it was merely because it had received no orders
from France. o

On the 19th Sir Robert received a copy of Lord Nelson’s
despatch, of date the 15th of June, addressed to the British
commanding officer off the Tagus, stating that the combined
fleet, of what force not mentioned, had passed Antigua on the
8th of June, and was probably on its way to Europe. On the
'22d of July, in the forenoon, that same combined fleet, composed
of 20 sail of the line, seven frigates, and two brigs,} besides the
recaptured galleon Matilda, made its appearance to windward,
in the manner we shall proceed to relate. ~

On the morning of the 22d, in latitude 43° 34' north, and
Tongitude 16° 13’ west, from Paris, the combined fleet, formed
in three divisions, and having a light breeze from west-north-
west, was steering in a thick fog, east-south-east, a direct course

* See vol. iii,, p. 831, © "+ Ibid,, p. 840,




1805: SIR ROBERT CALDER’S ACTION., 3

for Ferrol, when, at about 11-A.M., on a sudden clearing up of
the weather, the French leading ship, the Indomptable, disco-
vered and signalled 10 sail in the north-north-east, approaching
o{-lethe starboard tack. The frigates sent ahead to reconnoitre,
presently augmented the number to 21 sail ; namely, 17 British
ships, the lugger and cutter, and two Danish merchant brigs,
one brought to by the Dragon, the other by the Egyptienne.
In the mean time the Defiance, the British look-out ship,
and which then lay about three leagués to windward of her
fleet, discovered amr signalled a strange fleet in the south-west.

At noon, latitude 43° 54' north, longitude (from Greenwich)
11° 38’ west, Ferrol east-south-east distant 49, and Cape
Finisterre south-east distant 39 leagues, the Prince-of-Wales
made the signal to prepare for battle, and in a few minutes
afterwards to form the order of sailing in two columns. This
was followed by a signal to form the line; and at 1h. 15m.
P. M., to keep in close order. At 2h. 15 m. p.u. the lattersignal
was repeated; and at 3 p.M. the Defiance baving stood; on
until within less than two miles of the enemy, joined and took
her station in the line, the ships of which, when in their places,
ranked as follows : Hero, Ajax, Triumph, Barfleur, Agamemnon,
Windsor-Castle, Defiance, Prince-of-%Vales, Repulse, Raison-
able, Dragon (then under a press of sail to leeward, as soon as
she should join), Glory, Warrior, Thunderer, Malta ; most of
the ships with their topgallantsails set, and all, except the
Dragon, with their courses up, standing, as before, on the star-

tack. .

At about the same time the ships of the combined fleet
formed themselves in line of battle, in the following order:
Argonauta, Terrible, America, Espana, San-Rafaél, Firme,
Pluton, Mont-Blanc, Atlas, Berwick, Neptune, Bucentaure,
Formidable, Intrégide, Scipion, Swiftsure, 1ndomptable, Aigle,
Achille, Algésiras.* At 3h. 30 m. P. M., after having hove to,
some time, the combined fleet filled, and.under topsails, stood
on upon the larboard tack, rather off the wind, in a close well-
formed line; one frigate ahead, another, the Siréne, who had
just taken the galleon in tow, astern, and the remaining five
frigates, in a second line, to windward of the centre and rear,
The British fleet was at this time nearly abeam, and about seven
miles distant; but, owing to the fog, neither fleet was more
than partially in sight of the other. .

Since 1 p.m. the Egyptienne and Sirius, then a short distance
to windward of the Defiance, had been ordered, by signal, to
keep sight of the enemy. The frigates accordingly made sail to

et nearer to the latter; and the Sirius, the weathermost
rigate, as she passed from van to rear of the combined fleet,

* For the names of their several commanders see vol.iii., pp. 323, 327,
and 330,
B2



4 BRITISH AND FRANCO-SPANISH FLEETS. 1806.

made the signal of the exact number of line-of-battle ships and
smaller vessels composing it. At 3h. 20m. p.m. Sir Robert
made the signal to engage the enemy ; and at 3h. 22m., to tack
together. At 3h. 26 m. the same signal was repeated and an-
nulled. At3h.27m. a signal was made for the starboard
division to make all possible sail, and steer south-south-west.

At 3h. 30 m. the same signal was made to the Hero, who

robably had commenced tacking in obedience to the signal at
h. 22m. At 3h. 31 m. the signal was made to form the line of
battle in open order; at 3h. 53 m., to alter course one point
#0 starboard ; and at 4 h. 21 m., to tack in succession.
The signal to tack in succession appears to have been made by
-each commander-in-chief about the same time ; but, in the fog;

-gtate of the weather, neither fleet saw the commencement of the
-other’s manceuvre. The British tacked, to prevent their op-

gonents escaping them on the opposite tack; but the Franco-
aniards, who had hauled close to the wind on getting within

:about three miles of the British' fleet, wore, in consequence of

the Siréne, which had the galleon in tow, making signals, by

-guns fired in quick succession, that the rear was in danger of

being cut off.
This was occasioned by the bold approach of the Sirius, who,

-as soon a8 she had got sufficiently to windward to fetch into the

wake of the combined line, had tacked, with the intention of

-attempting to carry, by boarding, the great object of the enemﬁs
8

solicitude. While making the necessary preparation to effect

object, Captain Prowse discovered, through the haze on his lee
‘bow, the enemy’s van-ship, the Argonauta, approaching with
the wind nearly abeam. The Sirius herself being now in jeopardy,
Captain Prowse abandoned his design upon the gal{eon, and
bore up to pass to leeward of the Franco-Spanish line. With a

forbearance highly honourable to Admiral Gravina, the Argo-

© nauta passed the British frigate without firing; and so did the

‘Terrible and America. By the time, however, that the Sirius
had got abreast of the Espana, which was at about 5h. 156 m.
P.M., the Hero, the British van-ship, then with royals set, hove
in stays. Instantly the Spanish ships, all of whom had royals
and courses set, hoisted their colours and commenced the action ;

the Argonauta firing her larboard guns at the Hero, and the .

Espana hers at the Sirius, which ship, in consequence, bad two
men killed and three wounded.

At 4h, 30 m. p. M. the Prince-of~Wales had made the signal
to engage the enemy’s centre; at 4h. 45m., to keep in close
order; and, at 5h. 9m., to engage the enemy as closely as

ssible. At 5h. 20m. ».m., which was about five minutes
after she had tacked, the Hero opened a fire from her starboard
guns. The reason of the Hero’s having tacked without a signal
was, that her advanced station had enabled her to see, what the

fog concealed from the ships in her wake, that the enemy had
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come round on the starboard tack. Precisely as the Hero tacked
to starboard, the Windsor-Castle, the sixth British ship from the
van (the majority of the ships now with royals and courses set),
tacked to port. 'We have chosen this moment for representing
in a diagram the position of the two fleets ; or rather, of the van
and rear of the combined, and of the ten leading ships of the

British fleet.
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At 5h. 456 m. p. M, the Ajax tacked astern of the Hero; but,
unfortunately for the success of Captain Gardner’s gallant ma-
neeuvre, the Ajax put her helm up, and bore away to speak the
admiral. On passing within hail of the Prince-of-Wales, Cap-
tain Brown informed Sir Robert Calder of the change of position
in the two vans. The Ajax then wore, and fell into the line
astern of the Glory ; thus making herself, instead of the second,
the twelfth ship from the van. At 5h. 50 m. p.m., by which
time the five ships in line between the Ajax and. Prince-of-
Woales had successively tacked, the latter, as she probably would
have done, had the Ajax followed her gallant leader into the
thick of the enemy’s fire, hoisting the signal to tack in succes-
sion, tacked also, and, in a quarter of an hour or 20 minutes,
joined in the cannonade, now becoming general and furious. By
6 p.m. all the ships in the British line, except the Dragon,
which was still to leeward working up, had got round on the
starboard tack, and the greater part had found opponents in the
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ite line ; but, what with the and the smoke, no shi
z&m see much beyond her own lenf;tgh. P

Owing to the disorder to which this gave rise, some of the
ships in both fleets had several opponents upon them at once.
On the British side, the Windsor-Castle was a principal sufferer;
and the Ajax, Prince-of-Wales, Thunderer, and Malta, the last
especially, participated in this unequal warfare. On the of
the combined fleet, the San-Rafaél, Firme, and Espana, having
dropped to leeward, became greatly exposed to the fire of the
British. Seeing the situation of the Firme, the latter’s second
astern, the Pluton, gallantly bore up out of the line, and, for
a while, covered the %ﬂpanish' ship from the destructive effects of
their enemy’s fire ; but the Firme was too powerfully opposed to
profit by the aid afforded her, and the Pluton hetse?;' with diffi-
culty regained her station.

The critical situation of the Espana induced Captain Cosmao-
Kerjulien, a second time, to interpose himself between one of his

- Spanish allies and the British line. In this instance, being
assisted by the Mont-Blanc and Atlas, the Pluton succeeded,
and the Espana was rescued. Amidst the derangement of the
Franco-Spanish line, the Atlas suffered most severely, and, but
for the support of her friends, among whom the Neptune was
foremost, would certainly have been captured.

Soon after 8 p. M. the Firme, with the loss of her main and
mizen masts, and subsequently of all her masts, struck ; and
the San-Rafaél, with the loss of her main topmast, and sub-
sequently of all her masts also, did not hold out many minutes
longer. At 8 h. 25 m., at which time the British ships were dis-~
united and scattered, the body of the combined fleet barely
within gun-shot to windward, and the shades of night combining
with the fog and smoke to render objects still more indistinct,
Sir Robert made the night private signal to discontinue the
action. At about 9 ». M. the Windsor-Castle, with her fore top-
mast gone, passed close to windward of the Prince-of-Wales,
and then bore up and was taken in tow by the Dragon; who,
‘with all her efforts, had not got up in time to take more than a
very slight part in the action: indeed, it was nearly 8 ». . when
the Dragon fell into line ahead of the Barfleur, who herself had
been unable to get very close to the enemy. The signal to dis~
continue the action being seen but by few ships, the general
firing did not cease until 9 h. 30 m. p. M. The Bntish ships soon
afterwards brought too upon the starboard tack, with their heads
about south-west by west, and lay by for the night, repairing
their damages, in order to-be ready to renew the contest on the
morrow, .

" The loss, in gross, sustained by the British fleet, amounted
to 39 officers and men killed and 159 wounded ; and, as Sir
Robert Calder, in his official return, has, contrary to what is
customary, omitted to specify the names or qualities of the
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officers killed and wounded, we are constrained to do the
same. One ship, the Warrior, escaped with entire impunity 3
and the Hero, Agamemnon, Repulse, Raisonable, Glory, and
Dragon, lost between them but three men killed and 14 wounded ;
nor were the Dragon’s four men wounded by the enemy’s shot;
but by an accidental explosion. No ship had a mast shot away
but the Windsor-Castle and Agamemnon, nor a yard except the
Ajax.* The loss on board the two prizes was stated to consist of
about 600 in killed and wounded ; but a careful comparison of
the number of wounded and unwounded prisoners, with the
uumber of men deposed to have been on board each ship at the
commencement of the action, has reduced the number con-
siderably. In this amended state, the gross loss sustained by
the combined fleet amounts to 476 officers and men killed and
wounded.t With respect to. damages, the French and Spanish
ships did not exhibit many marks in their masts and rigging ;
but some of them, undoubtedly, were much hit in the hull. One
ship, we believe the Atlas, had the head of her bowsprit shot
away; another, her fore yard and fore topgallantmast; and =
third, a topsailyard. Had a court-martial on the French, as was
the case with the British, commander-in-chief, called for a specifié
statement of each ship’s damage, every wounded topgaliantmast
and epritsail-yard, every cut rope and shot-graze, would have
been (grmally set forth ; and then, and then only, would a fair
opportuni:z have been afforded, of comparing the relative damage
on board the two fleets.
: It was extremely natural for the French writers to make the
most of the minute statement of damages published along with
the ;}J‘roceedings of the court-martial which sat upon Sir Robert
Calder; but they evinced very little candour, when they con-
frouted the whole loss on the British side with a part only of
the loss on their side, and then drew from it the inference that
their fleet had suffered the least in the action. To have acted
impartially, they should have struck out of the British returns
the two ships that had sustained the heaviest loss, as a set-off’
against the two prizes, whose united loss, although the French
were unable to enumerate it, they knew amounted to much more
than that of any other two, or any four ships in the combined
fleet. This would have made the numbers stand thus: British
- loss in killed and wounded, except of Windsor-Castle and
Maita, 108 ; Franco-Spanish loss in killed and wounded, except
of San-Rafael and Firme, 171. But, if we add the loss of the
two omitted ships on each side, as given (with respect to.the
Spanish ships for the first time) in the preceding page, the
refative quantum of loss will be more than two to one in favour
of the British. .
Daybreak on the 23d found the two fleets about 17 miles

J

* See Appeadix, No. L. ~  See Appendix, No. 2.
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apart, reckoning from their respective centres; but, owing to the
hazy state of the morning, neither fleet had of the other more
than a partial view. The ships of each were lying to, or making
very little way, with the wind as on the preceding day, a
moderate breeze from north-west by west. The Brtish fleet
had just come to the wind on the larboard tack, but the
combined fleet still remained on the starboard. The British
advanced squadron, consisting of the Barfleur, Hero, Triumph,
and Agamemnon, lay about five miles to windward of the
main body ; and, at the distance of about six miles to wind-
ward of the former, lay M. Villeneuve’s advanced squadronm,
consisting also of four sail of the line, besides a few frigates.
To windward of these again, at the distance of other five or six
miles, lay the body of the Franco-Spanish fleet. To leeward of
the British main body, about five miles, lay the crippled Windsor-
Castle, with the Dragon approaching to take her in tow ; and
still further to leeward, at about an equal distance, lay the Malta,
Thunderer, two frigates, and prizes, all of whom were out of
sight of the admiral. :
- At 6b. 30 m. A, M. the Prince-of-Wales, and the ships with
her, filled their main topsails ; and at 8 A. . the van-division,
by signal, bore up to close the former, which had then wore,
" and, under their topsails were running to leeward, to join the
rizes and the ships with them. At 9 a. ., having concentrated
is fleet, the Britich admiral hauled up on the larboard tack,
and steered about north-east; keeping between the Franco-
Spanish fleet and his three disabled ships. Of these the
indsor-Castle was in tow by the Dragon, the Firme, by the
Sirius, and the San-Rafa€l, at present by the Egyptienne, who
had recently taken charge of her from the Malta.
. No sooner had the weathermost British ship bore up to join
the prizes, than, imagining that the former, although under to
sails only, were flyng in disorder, “fuyant en désordre,” the
French admiral went with his staff on board the Hortense
frigate, and calling to him all the other frigates, except the
Didon, which latter had been sent ahead to reconnoitre, ordered
them to inform his captains, that he meant to bring on a decisive
action, and that they were to lay their ships as close as possible
alongside of the enemy.* While the five frigates were hailing
the line-of-battle ships successively, to acquaint them, ““au porte-
voix,” with their chief’s intention, the Didon, confiding 1n her
superior sailing, had approached very near to the British fleet ;
s0 near, that the Triumph, at 11 A. ., for the want of a frigate
to perform the office, tacked and chased her away.
owards noon the wind veered more to the northward and got
_ very light, and a heavy swell came on from the same quarter.
At a few minutes past noon the combined fleet, formed in order
of battle, bore up towards the British fleet, then about four

® Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 142.
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leagues off in the east-south-east; but, owing to the distance,
and to the extreme lightness of the breeze, it was not until 3h.
10m. p. M. that the advance of the French and Spaniards was
noticed by the British. Immediately the ships of the latter
hoisted their colours, and hauled closer to the wind, awaiting the
expected attack. At 4 P.mM., however, the ships of the com-
bined fleet, with colours also hoisted, and then distant about
three leagues from their opponents, hauled to the wind on the
same tack as the British ships ; thus evidently declining, for the
present, a renewal of the engagement. For a fact so important,
and so utterly at variance with the statement at first given out
by the French, some authority may be requisite, “ A midi,
toute la flotte prit chasse sur l’ennemi, qu’on estimait 3 trois
lieues et demie : le vent était faible. A quatre heures, on n’avait
encore gagné qu'une lieue a l'escadre anglaise; il n’y avait par
conséquent pas d’espoir de latteindre avant la nuit, mais’on
pouvait au moins I’approcher davantage ; cependant Villeneuve
fit signal a la flotte Se serrer le vent, son intention étant de
n’attaquer I’ennemi que le lendemain; ce signal étonna autant
qu’il affligea les officiers et les marins; on prévit dés lors qu’en
ne parviendrait plus 3 joindge ’ennemi.”*

e British admiral resumed his course to the north-east, but
was soon driven from it by a change of wind; which, com~
mencing about midnight at north, became, by 8 A.m. on the
24th, north-north-east, and occasionally north-west, but it was
very moderate, amounting almost to a calm. This brought the
combined fleet nearly astern of the British fleet; which was
now to windward, and might, in all probability, have renewed
the action. No attempt of the kind was made. Sir Robert, for
reasons that will appear presently, continued with his prizes,
under easy sail, working towards a British port, steering about
south-east by east. The combined fleet had steered the same
course as the British fleet until 8 A. M.: the ships then edged
away and steered south-east by south. At 4 p.M. one ship
only of the Franco-Spanish fleet was in sight of the British
fleet, and by 6 ». m. the two fleets had wholly disappeared from
each other.

In examining the merits of the affair between Sir Robert
Calder and M. Villeneuve, we shall take each day’s proceeding
by itself. The battle was fought as has already been shown,
between 14, or, gratuitously adding the Dragon (for she was not
engaged till at the very close), 15 British, and 20 French and
Spanish sail of the line. Cases have occurred, where the French
have enumerated frigates as a part of the force opposed to them.
Here, be it observed, there were seven on one side, and two only
on the other: those seven frigates had also been ordered, as will
hereafter be made manifest, to take a part in the action, and one

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 143,
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frigate did, for a short time, with other ships, engage the Wind
sor-Castle. If, between the four 80-gun ships in the combined
fleet, and the four 98-gun ships in the British, any allowance is
expected for the nominal (for it is not real®*) superiority of the
latter, let four of the five surplusage frigates be added to the
former; which will be leaving three opposed to the British two,
because one of the latter, the Egyptienne, mounted 24-pounders
on her main deck. When also it is considered, that, from the
weight of metal, and number of men she carries,a French 74 is
. of greater force than a British 74, no objection. on the part of
the French or Spaniards, can be urged against an estimate
which, grounded on the numerical line-of-battle strength on each
side, fixes the ratio of force in their favour as four is to three. .

With, then, the inferiority of one fourth in point of force, the
British succeeded in capturing two ships out of the adverse line,
If these were slow sailers and bad workers, how many slow
sailers and bad workers did the British fleet contain? If the
density of the fog obstructed the French and Spaniards in their
manceuvres, what effect must it have had upon the British, to
whom, in spite of all that had been urged to the contrary, so
many signals were made and so few seen or understood ; and
who actually performed the evolution, which brought on the
close action, without a signal atall? The tacking of the Hero,
for instance. Certainly, too, the fog, combined with the smoke,
incommoded the British, who were to leeward, more than the
French and Spaniards, who were to windward. A victory,
therefore, it was that Sir Robert Calder had gained, but not a
“decisive,” nor a “brilliant” victory. To have made the action '
decisive, one way or the other, was exclusively in the power of
M. Villeneuve ; but he kept his wind, and the firing ceased,
olwlvving principally, if not wholly, to his having hauled out of gun~
shot,

It may throw some light upon the proceedings of M. Ville~
meuve, both in this action and generally since he last quitted
Toulon, if we transcribe a portion of the instructions which, on
the eve of his departure, Ee addressed to.the captains of his
fleet. “I do not,” he says, ““intend to go in search of the
enemy: I would even avoid him in order to get to my destina-
tion ; but, should we meet him, let there be no discreditable
evolution : it would dishearten our men and ensure our defeat.
If the enemy be to leeward of us, having the power to adopt
what evolution we please, we will form our order of battle, and
bear down upon him in line abreast; each ship to close with her
natural opponent in the enemy’s line, and to board him should a
‘favourable opportunity present itself.”—¢ Every captain, who is
not closely engaged, 1s not in his station; and a signal to recal
him to his duty will be a stain upon his character. The frigates

# See vol. ii,, p. 185,
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must equally take part in the action:* no signals to that effect
will be necessary; they must proceed to the point where their
co-operation may be most advantageous, whether to hasten the
surrender of an enemy’s ship, or to cover a French ship too
closely pressed, and to take her in tow or otherwise assist her,”+

No shyness betrays itself here; an additional proof that, in his
apparent disinclination to close with an inferior force, Vice.
admiral Villeneuve was acting a compulsory part.

On the 23d of July the parties, in point of relative force, stood
nearly the same. The combined fleet had been reduced from
20 to 18 ships, and the British from 15 to 14. But the one bad
its seven frigates ready to act upon any service ; while the other
‘had its two frigates employed n towing the prizes of the pre-
ceding day; and which prizes, in the attention they otherwise
claimed, impeded the British fleet in its progress, and prevented
it from attempting any manceuvre whereby an advantage might
be gained. &msidering the little value of the vessels, the San-
Rafaél, a ship of 34, and the Firme, a ship of 51 years old, and
both battered to pieces, their destruction would have been not
.only a justifiable measure, but, under circumstances, the most
eligible that could have been devised.

ith respect to the power of commencing the action, a con-
tinuance of the same wind kept it where it had been on the day
previous; yet, with the exception of an hour’s demonstration, or
show-off, as it may be termed, the party possessing that power
‘declined to use it. On the 24th a change of wind, to nearly an
opposite point of the compass, produced a corresponding change
Jdn the position of the two fleets ; but still they did not approach
nearer each other. The truth is, that since the close of the first
:day’s proceedings, Sir Robert Calder, unless some unlooked-for
advantage should offer itself, did not intend to be a second time
the assailant: he would neither attack nor retreat; nor would
he deviate one point from the course necessary to convoy his
crippled ship and his two worthless prizes beyond the reach of
danger. Each fleet, therefore on the afternoon of the 24th,
ursued its route, as if the other were not present, or that no

Kostility existed between them.

" “Notre intention est que vous fassiez votre jonction en évitant
le combat,” says Napoléon, in his instructions to M. Villeneuve ;
and, in another place, “Si vous prenez le parti de faire votre
réunion avec l’escadre de Brest, vous devez tenter de le faire
sans combat.” Buonaparte, also, when writing to M. Decrés,
asks, “ A quoi aboutissait une bataille?” and immediatel
answers the questions himself,—“A rien.”} If one admiral,

* See p. 10.
© ¥ For the original of this curtous production, see Appendix, No. 8.
Précis des Evénemens, tome xi., pp. 248, 252, and 276,
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therefore, had the misfortune to act under orders that forbade
him to fight unless with such odds in his favour as would ensure
success, the other was also controlled,in some degree, by extra-
neous circumstances ; sufficient, if not to excuse him for declining
to assail an equal force, to justify him in acting a peculiarly
cautious part, when himself assailed by a force decidedly superior.
Sir Robert Calder knew that the very ships composing his fleet
had been abstracted from watching as many enemy’s ships, as
had composed the combined fleet on his first meeting it: he
himself, with 10, had been ordered from off a port in which lay
15, waiting, as he had every reason’ to believe, solely for his
departure, to slip out and join M, Villeneuve. Rear-admiral
Stirling, also, with five ships, had been called from off another
rt, out of which he knew, and informed Sir Robert, that five
rench ships had been seen getting under way, just as the
blockading squadron was disappearing from the coast;* and
which five ships, since known to have sailed on the 16th, were
endeavouring to effect their junction, either with M. Villeneuve
at sea, or with Rear-admiral Gourdon at Ferrol. So well
grounded were Sir Robert Calder’s apprehensions on this head,
that, on the 23d of July, Rear-admiral Allemand, with his
squadron, was on the very spot on which the battle of the
Kreceding day had been fou E:. Moreover, Sir Robert had
een ordered by the admiralty, and by the commanders-in-chief
of the Channel and of the Mediterranean fleets, to be on his
guard in case of a junction between the fleet of M. Villeneuve
and the squadron from Ferrol : whose united force would have
been at least 35, and, if the Rochefort squadron had joined, 40
sail of the line.

Matters would have passed off, and Sir Robert Calder’s
success, in having, with a fleet of 15 sail of the line, captured
two out of an enemy’s fleet of 20 sail of the line, been taken as
an earnest of how much more would have been effected, had the
parties met on fairer terms. But the accounts on shore marred
all. The British admiralty suppressed an important paragraph
in Sir Robert’s letter to Admiral Comwallis ; taking care that
the published extract (to confirm the delusion, stated to be a
“ copy” of the official letter) should end where hopes were held
out of a renewal of the engagement; thus: “ They are now in
sight to windward ; and, when I have secured the captured ships
and put the squadron to rights, I shall endeavour to avail myself
of any opportunity that may offer to give you a further account
of these combined squadrons.” The suppressed paragraph was
this: “ At the same time it will behove me to be on my guard
against the combined squadrons in Ferrol, as I am led to believe

* See Minutes of the couri-thartial uron Sir Robert Calder, Rear-admira}
Stirling’s evidence. .
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they have sent off one: or two of their crippled ships last night
for that port;* therefore, possibly I may find it necessary to
make a junction with you immediately off Ushant, with the
whole squadron.” The admiralty, it is true, may have acted
thus upon the oral information of the officer bearing the
despatches ; and which, in every version of it, conveys an abso-
lute intention on the part of Sir Robert Calder to renew the
action. Several of the British captains also understood that to
be the nature of the message delivered to them by Lieutenant
Nicholson, just as he was quitting the fleet for England.

The French official accounts, really dictated by the French
emperor, but purporting to be the statement of the French com-
mander-in-chief, claimed the victory as theirs, and boasted that
the combined fleet had repeatedly chased the British fleet, and
‘at length compelled it to fly. . These accounts, translated into
English, and published in all the newspapers of the country,
rivetted the effect produced by the admiralty bulletin, and spread
far and wide that spirit of Xiscontent, which finally compelled
Sir Robert Calder to demand a court-martial upon his conduct.
That court-martial, which sat on board the Prince-of~-Wales, in
Portsmouth harbour, from the 23d to the 26th of December,
“ geverely reprimanded” the British admiral, for not having done
his utmost to renew the engagement on the 23d and 24th of

- July ; but the sentence admitted, that his conduct had not been
actuated either by cowardice or disaffection. The precedi
details, now for the first time so fully given to the public, wil
enable even a landman to form some opinion of the justice of the
sentence pronounced upon Sir Robert Calder. ‘

The following remarﬁs of an eminent French writer will show
what he thought, as well of that sentence as of the “ victory”
which M. Villeneuve, by his master’s arts, had been made to
say that he had gained over the British. * Admiral Calder,”
says M. Dupin, “ with an inferior force, meets the Franco-Spa-
nish fleet; in the chase of it, he brings on a partial engagement,
and captures two ships. He is tried and reprimanded, because
it is believed that, had he renewed the action, he would have
obtained a more decisive victory. What would they have done
with Calder, in England, if he had commanded the superior fleet,
and had lost two ships, in avoiding an engagement which pre-
sented so favourable a chance to skill and valour? What would
they have done with the captains ?” } ’

We stated, a page or two back, that the French official ac-
counts of the meeting between M. Villeneuve and Sir Robert
Calder were dictated by the French emperor. As this is a very
serious charge, we shall endeavour to substantiate it. The

* This may have arisen from the Defiance’s signal of the preceding day at
noon having been for 22 “ sail of the line,” %hen on the morning of the 23d,
‘18 only were counted.

+ For the original, see Appendix, No. 4.
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Moniteur published two letters, as from Admiral Villeneuve,
giving an account of the action; one dated July 27, in the paper
of August 11; the other dated July 29, in the paper of August T‘;.
Both letters, of course, make a good story ; and both commend
(the last, in set terms) the noble behaviour of Admiral Gravina
and the Spanish ships. And yet a letter from Napoléon to his
minister of marine, dated on the 13th of August, contains these
sentences: “ De quoi donc se plaint Villeneuve de la part des
Espagnols ? IIs se sont battus comme des lions.”* Hence, the
commendations in the published letters were not the sentiments
of the nominal writer ; nor, by a fair inference, could any of the
mistatements in those letters be laid to the charge of M. Ville~
neuve. But the Moniteur of August 13 contained, with a trans-
lation of Sir Robert Calder’s letter, very copious remarks upon
every part of it. And Napoléon, in his letter to M. Decrés of
August 11, after observing upon the statements in the British
official account, proceeds thus: ¢ L’arrivée de Villeneuve 3 la
.Corogne fera tomber ces gasconnades, et, aux yeux de 1’Europe,
nous donnera l’air de la victoire: cela est beaucoup. Faites
sur-le-champ ume relation, et envoyez-la d M. Maret: wvoict
.comme je la congois.”+ All that follows M. le Comte Dumas
‘has left blank. Enough, however, remains to show who penned
"the remarks in the Moniteur; and yet these very remarks, with-
out, apparently, their real origin being suspected, were translated
“into most of the London journals. . -
On the 31st of July, after having been escorted by the fleet
Jbeyond the probable reach of the Rochefort squadron, the two
Ez'zes anchored in Plymouth Sound. The San-Rafaél was
ilt at Havanain the year 1771, measured 2130 tons English,
‘and mounted on her first and second decks the same nominal
force as the French 80, No. 3, in the small table at p. 54 of
‘the first volume, upon her quarterdeck and forecastle 10 long
8-pounders (two of them brass) and 10 carronades, 36-pounders,
and upon her poop six 24-pounder carronades, total 88 guns;
with a complement, on the morning of .the action, of 800 men
and boys, and 104 soldier-passengers. The Firme was built at
€Cadiz in the year 17564, and measured 1805 tons. Neither the
San-Rafi€l nor the Firme, as a proof how little their destruction
‘would have been felt, was ever employed in the British service
except as a prison-ship.
hen, at 8 p.M. on the 26th, he had seen his prizes to the
prescribed latitude, Sir Robert Calder, with his 14 sail of the line,
wore and stood back to the rendezvous off Cape Finisterre, in
the expectation of there being joined by the fleet under Lord
Nelson. On the 27th, at a little before noon, the wind changed
to the north-west, and the vice-admiral shortly afterwards reached
the rendezvous. Not finding Lord Nelson there, Sir Robert,
with the wind at west, steered for Ferrol ; and, arriving off that

# Précis des Evénemens, tome xii., p. 251, + Ibid., p. 248,
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port on the 29th, sent in the Dragon to reconnoitre. On a re<
rt from the latter, that the combined fleet had not entered
rrol, Sir Robert concluded that M. Villeneuve had proceeded
o the southward, and he resumed the blockade of the port.
On the'31st, the vice-admiral sent the Malta to England to
get refitted. Taking due advantage of this circumstance; one of
the French writers gravely asserts, that almost every ship of Ad-
‘miral Calder’s fleet was obliged to return to an English port to
t repaired ;* and Napoléon, as soon as he learnt that the
indsor~Castle and Malta had been ordered home, directed his
minister of marine, in his letter of condolence to the Prince of
Peace on the loss of the San-Rafaél and Firme, to acquaint the
Jatter, * que deux vaisseaux ennemis sont arrivés coulant bas a
Plymouth.”+ Respecting these two “sinking” ships, the Wind-
sor-Castle did not enter the harbour of Plymouth, but refitted
herself in Cawsand bay, and in three weeks was again at sea ;
and the Malta would have been only half that time in port, had
she not required to be newly co%)pemd. ;
¢ Onthe lst of August, in the forenoon, Sir Robert Calder was
driven by a strong south-westerly wind far to the north-east of
his port. On the 2d, at noon, agreeably to his orders from
‘Admiral Corawallis, the vice-admiral detached, to resume the
blockade of the now vacant port of Rochefort, Rear-admiral
Stirling, with four sail of the line; and, on the same evening,
aith his remaining nine sail, regained bis station off Ferrol. On
the 9th, at 3 p.M., the Dragon reconnoitred, in a very gallant
and effectual manner, the neighbouring ports of Ferrol and
Corunna, and found M. Villeneuve’s fleet lying at the entrance
of the latter harbour; making, with the ships at anchor in the
tharbour of Ferrol, 29 French and Spanish sail of the line, read
for sea. In this state of things, Sir Robert, with his nine sa
of the line, abandoned the blockade, and on the 14th joined
Admiral Cornwallis off Ushant. :
It has already on more than one occasion appeared, that
M. Villeneuve’s primary destination, after quitting the West
Indies, was the harbour of Ferrol; there to effect a junction
-with the Rear-admirals. Grandallana and Gourdon and their
Tespective squadrons. Accordingly, after losing sight of the
Bntish fleet on the evening of the 24th, the combined fleet
steered as direct a course for Ferrol as the prevailing north-east
‘wind would permit. M. Villeneuve, no doubt, soon found that
the masts and yards of many of his ships were not in a state to
-withstand a strong head or beating wind and & heavy sea:
moreover, it became necessary that the sick and wounded
should be landed as early as possible. Under these circum-
stances, the French admiral acted wisely in bearing up for the

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 144,
+ Précis des Evenemens, tome xii., p. 246,
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bay of Vigo; where, on the evening of the 26th, he came to an
anchor with his fleet.

In Napoléon’s instructions to Vice-admiral Villeneuve, of
May 8, was contained an alternative that, if by events in America,
or in the course of his homeward voyage, the latter should find
himself in a situation not immediately to appear before Brest or
enter the Channel, he was to order away upon a cruise Rear-
admiral Gourdon’s squadron, accompanied by three or four of
the fastest sailing ships out of the squadron of Vice-admiral
Grandallana ; and that then, joining himself to the remainder of
the latter’s ships, and to the Rochefort squadron, he was to
proceed off Cadiz, and enable the squadron from Carthagena to
enter that port. With his powerful fleet, M. Villeneuve was
next to occupy the Straits of Gibraltar, strip the road of its
shipping, and (a feasible plan, indeed!) the town.of its stores
and provisions. Having effected all this, he was to steer for the
Channel, and endeavour to perform the last, and, in Napoléon’s
estimation, the only important, article in his instructions.*

The first step taien y M. Villeneuve on reaching Vigo, was

“to despatch a courier to Ferrol, as well to apprize the two rear-
admirals of his arrival, as to be put in possession of any fresh
instructions which they might have to communicate. Meanwhile
the French admiral proceeded to disembark his sick and wounded,
also the prisoners made on the voyage. M. Villeneuve then took:
on board a supply of water, and, as ma{l be supposed (for it is
not acknowledged), commenced refitting his ships. The French,
indeed, were sedulous in concealing the state of their ships; but
the Spaniards on shore gave out, that the Terrible, America, and
Espana, the two last especially, were considerably damaged ;
and a neutral merchant master, who rowed round the ships in the
harbour, declared, that the larboard or engaged side of the Atlas
was like a niddle, and that, in the hulls of the two last-named
Spanish ships, innumerable shot-holes were visible.

On the 29th or 30th the courier returned, if not with any
-additional instructions, with the important intelligence, that on
the 28th, the day of his departure, no British ships were in
sight from Ferrol or Corunna. No time was to be lost.
Accordingly, on the 30th of July, leaving behind him the
America, Espana, and Atlas, not because they, or any one of
.them, had been so battered in the action of the 22d as to render
them, for the present ineffective ships, but simply because they
were “ slow sailers” and might ¢ delay the progress of the fleet,”
M. Villeneuve, with 13 French and two Spanish sail of the line,
seven frigates, and two brigs, got under way, and steered for
Corunna ; with a wind, blowing from west-south-west, so fair,
.and at the same time so strong, that even a slow sailing
merchantman, much more a slow sailing man-of-war, would

#* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi., p. 254
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have found no difficulty in keeping company. On the evening
of the very day, the 1st of August, on the morning of which the
British fleet, which had so recently arrived off the port, was
driven from its station, the combined fleet entered Corunna.

Learning, while at this anchorage, that the Rochefort squadron
was at sea in search of him, M. Villeneuve, on the 6th, despatched
the Didon frigate to endeavour to find M. Allemand, and enable
him to join. On the 9th, in the evening, the combined fleet, the
French part of which consisted, besides the whole of the ships
named at page 3, except the Atlas, of the 74s Argonaute, Duguay-
Trouin, Flz)u ueux, Héros, and Redoutable, and the Spanish
part, of the Princi e-Asturias, three-decker, 80s Argonauta
and Neptuno, 74s Terrible, Monarca, Montanez, San-Augustin,
San-Francisco de Asis, San-Ildefonso,and San-Juan-Nepomuceno,
and 64 San-Fulgencio, making altogether 29 ships of the line,
exclusive of frigates and corvettes, weighed and made sail from
Ferrol and Corunna; but, the wind being scant, M. Villeneuve,
on the 10th, anchored at Zerez, a small port near Ferrol. On
the following day, the 11th, the fleet again weighed, and, with g
fine easterly wind, got out to sea.

With respect to M. Villeneuve’s real destination after quitting
Ferrol, not a word, beyond conjecture, appears in any French
naval history. The course steered by the combined fleet, when,
on the afternoon of the 13th, the British 12-pounder 32-gun
frigate Iris, Captain Edward Brace, fell in with it abreast of
Cape Ortugal, was about west-north-west ; which, with the wind
at east, evinced an intention on the part of the French admiral,
as soon as he had joined M. Allemand’s squadron, then supposed
to be (and really) hovering about the coast, to carry his 34 sail
of the line straight to the British Channel. On the 14th the
wind shifted to north-east; and at 2 p. M. the advanced French
ship, which had been chasing the Iris since 6 p.M. on the
preceding day, quitted her and bore up for the combined fleet.
At 4 h. 30 m. P. M. not a ship of that fleet was to be seen from
the Iris, then in company with the 38-§un frigate Naiad,
Captain Thomas Dundas, On this very day, the 14th, the
Rochefort squadron was spoken by an American ship, within
two degrees north-east of Cape Ortugal, namely, in latitude
46° 18 north, and longitude 9° west from Greenwich. In two
days afterwards M. Allemand anchored in Vigo bay, but did
not, it appears, find any instructions left there by M. Villeneuve
for his future guidance.

About half an hoar before the combined fleet lost sight of the
British frigates Naiad and Iris to windward, the British 74-gun
ship Dragon, accompanied by the 36-gun frigate Pheenix,
Captain Thomas Baker, having in tow her prize the late Freach
frigate Didon, both much disabled, hove in sight to leeward.
One of the French advanced frigates was then speaking a

VOL. 1V, c
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Danish ship, from Lisbon to the Baltic, which had that morning
been boarded by the Dragon, and by the latter been informed,
that 265 British sail of the line were near her. On gaining this
important information from the Dane, the effect of which the
Dragon took care to strengthen by firing guns and hoisting
signals, the French frigate made several signals, and then tacked-
towards her fleet; which, when last seen by the Dragon, at
about sunset, was steering north-west. Shortly after this, it is
believed, M. Villeneuve altered his course and steered to the
southward. That M. Villeneuve first steered a north-west, and
then a south course, is indeed admitted by a French writer,
“ 1l mit & la voile le 13 par un bon vent d’est, n’ayant en vue
aucune force ennemie ; il fit d’abord route au nord-ouest, et
changeant tout & coup de direction, il mit le cap au sud, longea
hors de vue la cote de Portugal, attéra six jours aprés sur le
Cap Saint-Vincent, ol il s’empara de quelques bétimens
marchands, et entra & Cadix le 21 aoGt, le jour méme qu’il était
attendu 4 Brest.”* The dates in this account are wrong: those
given by us have their correctness proved by the réles d’équipage
of several of the ships belonging to M. Villeneuve’s fleet.
Keeping out of sight of the Portuguese coast, the combined
fleet, on the 18th, arrived off Cape St.-Vincent, and there cap-
tured and burnt three merchantmen, bound from Gibraltar to
Lisbon, under convoy of the British 16-gun brig-sloop Haleyon,
which vessel, however, managed to effect her escape. On the
20th, at 10 A.m., Cadiz bearing north-east distant about nine
leagues, the combined fleet, steening south-east, with the wind at
west-south-west, discovered three British sail of the line right
ahead. At 1 p.m. the latter, which were the 98-gun ship
Dreadnought, Vice-admiral Cuthbert Collingwood, Captain
Edward Rotheram, and 74s Colossus and Achille, Captains

James Nicholl Morris and Richard King, tacked to reconnoitre..

On this, the advanced ships of the combined fleet, which had
shortened sail, chased away the British to the southward ; and
at 3 p.m. M. Villeneuve and his whole fleet bore up for the
harbour of Cadiz. At midnight, having been joined by the 74-
gun ship Mars, Captain George Duff, from Tangier bay, Vice-
admiral Collingwood, with his four sail of the lne, tacked in-
shore, and, before daylight on the 21st, gallantly resumed his
station off an enemy’s port, in which lay, ready for sea, including:
six Sémnish ships previously at anchor in the harbour, 35 French
and Spanish sail‘olP the line. A seventh Spanish ship, the Glorioso
74, had formed part of Rear-admiral Alava’s squadron ; but,on
the 31st of the preceding May, this ship, finding that a frigate
and two brigs were the only British force off Cadiz, put to sea,
and, after exchanging a few ineffectual broadsides with the

# Précis des Evinemens, tome xii, p. 1. -
- v
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frigate, which was the Lively, Captain Graham Eden Hamond,
effected her escape into Carthagena.

As soon as he was apprized of the battle between Sir Robert
Calder and M. Villeneuve, Napoléon directed his minister of
marine to impress upon the latter, how highly dishonourable it
would be to the imperial fleets, that a three hours’ skirmish, and
an action with 14 (a singular admission for Buonaparte to make)
sail of the line, “ qu’une échauffourée de trois heures et un en~
gagement avec quatorze vaisseaux,” should defeat the grand

lan. For some days after M. Villeneuve had sailed from

errol, Napoléon, ignorant of the circumstance, betrayed the
utmost impatience for his departure. He asks if, with 28 or 30 .
French and Spanish sail of the line, the French admiral would
allow himself to be blockaded by 13, or even by 20, English
-gail of the line, The emperor directs that, if less than 23 of the
latter are before Ferrol, M. Villeneuve is to sail out and attack
them ; and that, if Allemand joins with his five, making “ 35
sail of the line,” he is not to be stopped by less than 29 English
sail of the line, A

M. Villeneuve, in short, is always to attack, when he is
guperior in numbers, counting two Spanish ships for one, “ ne
comptant deux vaisseaux espagnols que pour un,” and makin,
some allowance for the three-deckers in the British fleet. This
was paying a sorry compliment to the Spaniards, and is hardly
reconcilable with Napoléon’s declaration, made in another letter
of the same date (August 13), and equally meant to be private,
that the Spaniards had “fought like lions.”* Finally, the
French admiral is to save the imperial flag from the shame of
being blockaded at Ferrol by an inferior force ; that is, he is to
save 18 French, and ¢ 12”” Spanish sail of the line, 30 in all,
from the shame of being blockaded by less than 24 British sail
of the line, the number which, in Napoléon’s estimation, equalizes
the two forces.+ The same letter authorizes M. Villeneuve, if
he should think fit, to man the frigates Guerricre and Revanche,
lying at Corunna, with the officers and crew of the Atlas, left at

igo. He is also at liberty to disembark all his troops, except
as many as he thinks will be serviceable on board the fleet.

On some day between the 22d of August and the 4th of Sep-
tember, Napoléon first became apprized of the Franco-Spanish
fleet’s arrival at Cadiz. If he had previously condemned M.
Villeneuve because, in spite of wind and weather, he did not sail
from Ferrol, what must he have thought of the latter, now that,
instead of going straight to Brest, he had suddenly changed his
route and gailed for Cadiz? Some of Napoléon’s expressions are
very severe. “ Villeneuve,” he says, “est un de ces hommes
qui ont plutét besoin d’éperon que de bride.” Again, he asks,

« * See 4 14.. N B o
" 1 Précis des Evénemens, tome Xii., 1?. 246, 249, 250, 254, o
’ c
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¢ Ne sera-t-il donc pas possible de trouver dans la marine un
homme entreprenant, qui voit de sang froid, et comme il faut
voir, soit dans le combat, soit dans les différentes combinaisons
des escadres ?”*

The French emperor’s sentiments will be found fully developed
in the following set of charges which he is represented to have
drawn up with his own hand: “First; he (Villeneuve) did not
disembark at Martinique and Guadaloupe the 67th regiment and
the troops that Admiral Magon had on board. Secondly; he
placed these colonies in jeopardy by sendinlg‘ back to them, by
four frigates, 1200 men only of the pick of the garrisons.
Thirdly ; he conducted himself ill in the battle of the 23d of
July, in not re-engaging a disabled fleet which had two ships in
tow. Fourthly ; that, having arrived at Ferrol, be left the sea
to Admiral Calder, while he waited to be joined by five sail of
the line, and did not cruise off Ferrol until that squadron arrived.
Fifthly ; he (Villeneuve) was informed that the fleet saw some
enemy’s ships having the Didon frigate in tow, but he did not
chase those ships and oblige them to cast off the frigate. Sixthly;
he departed from Ferrol the 14th of August,} and, instead of
going to Brest, proceeded to Cadiz, thereby violating his positive
nstructions. Seventhly and finally; he knew that the squadron
of M. Allemand was to go to Vigo for orders, and yet he sailed
from Ferrol without giving that officer any new orders, having,
on the contrary, sent him (by the Didon, it is probable) instruc<
tions quite opposite, and such as endangered the squadron, which
received orders to repair to Brest, while Villeneuve himself
_ steered for Cadiz.”} In these charges two important facts dis-
close themselves : one, that M. Villeneuve, in spite of all the
nonsense published in the Moniteur, did not, on the 23d of July,
attempt to bring to action Sir Robert Calder’s fleet ; the other,
that something unexpected, and which, by a fair inference, was
the false intelligence received through the Danish ship from the
Dragon 74, caused the Franco-Spanish fleet to run from an
English ship of the line and two disabled frigates, and sub-
sequently to change its destination from Brest to Cadiz.

A part of Napoléon’s vexation with M. Villeneuve arose, no
doubt, from the dissatisfaction with which the Spaniards viewed
the loss of their two ships. This was augmented by the apparent
unwillingness of the French admiral, even though he had under
him so powerful a fleet, to sail out, in the face o%ll English sail
of the line cruising off Cadiz, and enable the Carthagena squa-
dron to form a junction with Admiral Gravina. In a letter of
September 17, Napoléon complains of M. Villeneuve for this,

# Précis des Evénemens, tome xii., p. 253.
I As to this and other dates, see p. 18.
This extract is of too important a character not to be given in the
original ; it will therefore be found in the Appendix, at No. 5 :
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and directs his minister of marine to order out the latter, with
the French ships alone (mon escadre,” not  les escadres franco~
eﬁpaanols,” or “la flotte combinée™), upon a new expedition.
. Villeneuve is to proceed off Naples, and disembark, at some
point on the coast, all the troops on board the French ships, in
order that they may join the army under General Saint-Cyr.
He is then to capture the English ship of the line (Excellent 74)
and Russian fiigate cruising in the bay of Naples; to do al
ssible injury to the English ; to intercept an expedition (Sir
ames Craig’s) which Napoléon supposes to be destined for
Malta, and then to enter 'lP:ulon ; where M. Villeneuve was to
find every thing necessary for repairing and revictualling his
ships. Part of the plan, if not previously accomplished, was
to call at Genoa for the new 74 Génois; and then, with the
Borée (launched at Toulon, June 26) and Annibal 74s, there
‘would be a fleet of 21 sail of the line in Toulon. The emperor’s
brother Jérome, who had been appointed to the 40-gun frigate
Pomone, was also, with the assistance of the Borée, and of the
Annibal, if the latter could be made serviceable, to do all possible
mischief to the British in the Mediterranean.
But the most extraordinary part of this letter is Napoléon’s
apparent persuasion, that the “excessive pusillanimity” of M.

.Villeneuve would prevent him from undertaking the expedition.

He therefore directs, that Vice-admiral Rosily be despatched to
supersede M. Villeneuve in the command ; and who 1s to carry
out orders to the latter to return immediately to France, to render
an account of his conduct. “J’estime donc,” says Napoléon,
“qu’il faut faire deux choses: 1°. Envoyer un courrier extra-
ordinaire 4 'amiral Villeneuve, pour lui prescrire de faire cette
manceuvre; 2°. Comme son excessive pusillanimité 'empéchera
de l’entreprendre, vous enverrez, pour le remplacer, ’amiral
Rosilly, qui sera porteur de lettres qui enjoindront & 1’amiral
Villeneuve de se rendre en France pour rendre compte de sa
conduite.”* :

Harsh and very unmerited was this treatment of M. Ville-
neuve. The main point in the French admiral’s instructions had
always been, to avoid an engagement, and to bring his fleet
fresh and entire into the English Channel, Doubtless M. Ville-
neuve had, from the first, been much retarded in his proceedings
by the natural supineness of his Spanish friends; and who, now
that they knew the object of all this voyaging to and fro, must
have felt less inclined than ever to co-operate with the French
admiral. :

On the 22d of August Vice-admiral Collingwood was rein-

forced by four sail of the line under Rear-admiral Sir Richard
.Bickerton; but who subsequently shifted his flag from the
Queen 98 to the Décade frigate, and proceeded to England for

# Précis des Evinemens, tome xii., p. 261.
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the recovery of his health. On the 30th Sir Robert Calder, last
from off Ferrol, where he had learnt that the combined fleet,
nine days previous, had made sail for Cadiz, joined with 18
line-of-battle ships.* Some of these were occasionally detached
to Gibraltar for water and provisions ; and with the remainder
Vice-admiral Collingwood continued to cruise before Cadiz,
until the evening of the 28th of September, when Vice-admiral
Lord Nelson arnved, to take the chief command of the Medi~
terranean fleet. His lordship had sailed from Portsmouth, in
his old ship the Victory, on the morning of the 16th, accompa~
nied by the Euryalus frigate. On the 18th, when the two shi
were off Plymouth, the Ajax and Thunderer joined. On the
26th Lord Nelson despatched the Euryalus ahead, to acquaint
Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood with his approach, and to direct
that, on his assuming the command, no salute should be fired
nor colours hoisted, in order that the enemy might be unap-
prized of the arrival of a reinforcement.

The force now under Lord Nelson consisted of 27 sail of the
line; 22 of which cruised about 15 miles off Cadiz, while the
remaining five, under Rear-admiral Louis in the Canopus, were
stationed close off the harbour, to watch the motions of the
combined fleet, Considering that, if he kept the main body of
his fleet out of sight of land, the French admiral, being ignorant
of the exact amount of the British force, might feel disposed to
put to sea, Lord Nelson retired to a station from 16 to 18 leagues
‘west of Cadiz. The force close off the harbour was now re-
duced to two frigates, the Euryalus and Hydra ; and it may here
be remarked that Lord Nelson was continually complaining, as

* he had done in the preceding war, of the few frigates attached
to his command. Igeyond these two frigates, at convenient
intervals for distinguishing signals, were three or four sail of the
line, the westernmost of which could communicate directly with
the easternmost ship of the main body. The new station taken
by the fleet possessed the additional advantage, that, in case
the usual strong westerly gales should prevail, the danger was
lessened of being forced into the Mediterranean; in which event
the Franco-Spanish fleet, on the first change of wind, might
-easily effect its escape.

On the 1st of October the Euryalus frigate, Captain the
Honourable Henry Blackwood, reconnoitred the port of Cadia,
and plainly discovered, at anchor in the outer harbour, and appa~
rently ready for sea, 18 French and 16 Spanish sail of the line,
four frigates, and two brigs. On the 2d Lord Nelson detached
-Rear-admiral Louis, with the Canopus, Queen, Spencer, Tigre,
and Zealous, of the line, to Gibraltar, for provisions and water.
On the same day a Swedish ship from Cadiz, bound to Alicant,
‘informed the Euryalus, that the combined fleet had re-embarked

+ See vol, lii., p. 308,
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the troops on the 30th of September, and intended to pat to sea
the first easterly wind. This intelligence, meeting the rear~
admiral on his way to the eastward, induced him, on the 3d, to
return with his squadron to the fleet; but Lord Nelson, con-
ceiving the whole to be a stratagem to draw him nearer to Cadiz
‘for the purpose of obtaining a more accurate knowledge of his
fc:;:e, ordered the rear-admiral to proceed in the execution of hig
orders.

On the 4th, twice in the course of the day, several Spanish
gun-boats, %akin advantage of the calm state of the weather,
pulled out from %a.diz and attacked the Euryalus and Hydra;
but, after the exchange of a few ineffectual shot, the former
retired to the harbour’s mouth. Onthe 7th the Defiance joined
from England, and on the 8th the Leviathan from Gibraltan
On the same day, with the aid of a fine south-east wind and
clear weather, the Euryalus was again enabled to count 34 sail
of the line in Cadiz harbour. The proximity of the Euryalus to
‘the entrance of the harbour may be judged by the frigate’s bear~
angs at the time she tacked to stand out. They were, Rota
point north half-west, San-Sebastian south half-west distant two
miles and a quarter. .

The possibility that the Cadiz, Carthagena, and Rochefort
ships might effect a junction, aud thereby present a force of 46
sail of the line (& rumour indeed prevailed, that the Brest fleet
was out, which, without the junction of the Carthagena and
Rochefort squadrons, would have made the combined fleet 54
or 55 sail), induced Lord Nelson, on the 10th, to draw up and
transmit to the flag-officers and captains of his fleet, a plan of
attack, in which, hourly expecting to be reinforced, particularly,
‘by a squadron of fast-sailing two-deckers under Vice-admiral
Thornborough, he calculates, by anticipation, the strength, of
his fleet at 40 sail of the line. As this plan, or “ General
Memorandum,” of which a translation appears in several French
historical works, is universally considered to be a complets
masterpiece of the kind; and particularly, as it agrees in prin~
ciple with that adopted in the great battle presently to be
detailed, we shall offer no apology for inserting 1t entire in these

es.
pa% Thinking it almost impossible,” says the noble chief, “to
form a fleet of 40 sail of the line into a line of battle, in variable
winds, thick weather, and other circumstances which must occur,
without such a loss of time, that the opportunity would probably
be lost, of bringing the enemy to battle in such a manuer as to
make the business decisive ; I have therefore made up my mind
to keep the fleet in that position of sailing (with the exception
of the first and second in command), that the order of sailing i
to be the order of battle; placing the fleet in two lines of 16
ships each, with an advanced squadron of eight of the fastest
sailing two-decked ships: which will always make, if wanted,
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a line of 24 sail, on whichever line the commander-in-chief may
direct. The second in command will, after my intentions are
made known to him, have the entire direction of his line, to make
the attack upon the enemy, and to follow up the blow until they
are captured or destroyed.

«If the enemy’s fleet should be seen to windward in line of
battle, and that the two lines and the advanced squadron could
fetch them, they will probably be so extended that their van
could not succour their rear. I should therefore probably make
the second in command’s signal, to lead through about the
twelfth ship from their rear, or wherever he could fetch, if not
able to get so far advanced. My line would lead through about
their centre; and the advanced squadron, to cut two, (cut
through ?) three, or four ships ahead of their centre ; so as to
ensure getting at their commander-in-chief, whom every effort
must be made to capture. The whole impression of the British
fleet must be, to overpower two or three ships ahead of their
commander-in-chief (supposed to be in the centre) to the rear of
their fleet. I will suppose 20 sail of the enemy’s line to be
untouched : it must be some time before they could perform a
manceuvre to bring their force compact to attack any part of the
British fleet engaged, or to succour their own ships; which
indeed would be 1mpossible without mixing with the ships
engaged. The enemy’s fleet is supposed to consist of 46 sail of
the line: British 40: if either is less, only a proportionate
number of enemy’s ships are to be cut off. British to be one
fourth superior to the enemy cut off. Something must be left
to chance. Nothing is sure in a sea fight, beyond all others:
shot will carry away the masts and yards of friends as well as of
foes ; but I look with confidence to a victory before the van of
the enemy could succour their rear; and then that the British
fleet would, most of them, be ready to receive their 20 sail of
the line, or to pursue them should they endeavour to make off,
If the van of the enemy tack, the captured ships must run to
leeward of the British fleet ; if the enemy wear, the British must
place themselves between the enemy and the captured, and
disabled British, ships; and should the enemy close, I have no
fear for the result. )

- “The second in command will, in all possible things, direct
the movements of his line, by keeping them as compact as the
nature of the circumstances will admit. Captains are to look
to their particular line, as their rallying point; but, in case
signals cannot be seen or clearly understood, no captain can do
very wrong if he places his ship alongside that of an enemy.

* % Of the intended attack from to-windward, the enemy in the
line of battle ready to receive an attack :
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British

Enemy.

“ The divisions of the British fleet will be brought nearly
within gun-shot of the enemy’s centre. The signal will most
probably then be made, for the lee line (three lines ?) to bear up
together; to set all their sails, even their steering-sails, in order
to get as quickly as possible to the enemy’s line, and to cut
through, beginning at the twelfth ship from the enemy’s rear.
Some ships may not get through their exact place, but ey will
always be at hand to assist their friends. If any are thrown
round the rear of the enemy, they will effectually complete the
business of 12 sail of the enemy. Should the enemy wear
together, or bear up and sail large, still the 12 ships, composing,
in the first position, the enemy’s rear, are to be the object of
attack of the lee line, unless” otherwise directed by the com-
mander-in-chief: which is scarcely to be expected; as the
entire management of the lee line, after the. intentions of the
commander-in-chief are signified, is intended to be left to
the judgment of the admiral commanding: that line. The
remainder of the enemy’s fleet, 34 sail of the line, are to be left
to the management of the commander-in-chief; who will endea-
vour to take care that the movements of the second in command
are as little interrupted as possible.” e

With the crews of so many ships to victual, Cadiz had become
much straitened for provisions. To remedy the evil in part,
especially as regarded his own fleet, the French emperor had
ordered shipments to be made at Nantes, Bordeaqx, and otber
ports in the bay of Biscay. The carriers were nominally Danish
vessels, that landed their cargoes at Ayamonte, Conil, Algeziras,
and at some other little harbours between the latter port and
Santa-Maria; whence they were conveyed in coasting boats to
Cadiz, without any interruption. As some check to this, a
vigorous blockade had been adogted by Vice-admiral Colling-
wood, and was still maintained by his successor; who consi-
dered it a more likely mode to drive the combined fleet to sea,
than a bombardment by Congreve rockets, as had been contem-

lated by the British ‘admiralty. The arrival of the Naiad,
hcebe, girius, Juno, and Niger frigates, with one or two smaller
vessels, enabled Lord Nelson to detach a part of them ; and the
interruption thereby given to the coasting trade was of increased
annoyance to Cadiz and the shipping within it. .
. Between the 9th and 13th of October the Royal-Sovereign,
Belleisle, Africa, and Agamemnon, joined the fleet. The British
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force off Cadiz was now at its greatest height, 29 sail of the
line; and the whole force under Lord Nelson’s command,
including the five ships recently gone to Gibraltar, amounted to
33 sail of the line. Since the 10th the Franco-Spanish fleet had
moved to the entrance of the harbour, and evinced every dispo-
sition to put to sea the first opportunity. On the 14th Lord
Nelson, as he had been directed, detached to England Sir
Robert Calder, in the Prince-of-Wales, and on the 17th was
obliged to send the Donegal to Gibraltar, to get a ground tier
of casks. This done, the fleet under his lordship’s immediate
command consisted of the following 27 sail of the line, four
frigates, one schooner, and one cutter:

Gua-sn Vice-admiral (w) Lord Nelson, K.B

: . ice-admiral (w) Lord Nelson, K.B.
Victory : { Captain Thomas Masterman Hardy. -

Vice-admiral (b.) Cuthbert Collingwood.

Captain Edward Rotheram.

Rear-admiral (w.) the Earl of Northesk.

Captain Charles Bullen.

1004 Royal-Sovereign {

Britannia . . {

Téméraire . » . Eliab Harvey.
98 Prince . . »  Richard Grindall.
Neptune . »  Thomas Francis Fremantle,
. Dreadnought »  John Conn.
80 Tonnant . . » Charles Tyler.
[ Belleisle . . ” William Hargood.
Revenge . . »  Robert Moorsom.
Mars . . . » George Duff.
Spartiate . . »  Sir Francis Laforey, Bart.
Defiance . . - Philip Charles Durham.
Conqueror . »  Israel Pellew.
Defence . . »  George Hope, -
74d Colossus . . » James Nicoll Morris.
Leviathan . » Henry William Bayntun.
Achille . »  Richard King,
Bellerophon . » John Cooke.
Minotaur. . » Charles John Moore Mansfield.
Orion . . . »  Edward Codrington.
Swiftsure . ” William George Rutherford.
Ajax . . . Lieut. John Pilfold, ting.*
( Thunderer .~ John Stockham, acting.

»  Henry Digby.
Agamemnon . . o» Sir Edward Berry.
: Frigates, Euryalus, Naiad, Phabe, and Sirius; Captains the Hon. Henry

ggkwood, Thomas Dundas, the Hon. Thomas Bladen Capel, and William
wee.

Schooner, Pickle, Lieutenant John Richards Lapenotiere, and cutfer Entre-
prenante, Lieutenant John Puver.

Polyphemus . Captain Robert Redmill.
644 Africa . . .

. On the very day, on which Lord Nelson arrived to take com-
mand of the Mediterranean fleet, arrived at Cadiz a courier, with
the French emperor’s orders for M. Villenenve to put to sea.
. 'These orders, it may be recollected, had issued since the 17th

o * For Captains William Brown and William Lechmere, gone to England

30 attend as witnesses on Sir Robert Calder’s court-martial.
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of the preceding month, and required that the fleet should pass
the Straits, land the troops on the Neapolitan coast, sweep the
Mediterranean of all Bntish commerce and cruisers, and enter
the port of Toulon to refit and revictual.* Although in M.
Villeneuve’s instructions no mention is made of the Spanish
fleet, it may naturally be supposed that the latter would desire
to take advantage of the exit of a formidable French fleet, to
effect 1ts junction with the seven sail of the line hitherto so
closely blocked up in the port of Carthagena. That, indeed,
would be but the return of a similar favour, granted nine years
before to the - French Rear-admiral Richery.3 Every exertion
was therefore made to fill up the complements of the six ships,
which, in all other respects, had been ready for seaever since
Vice-admiral Villeneuve’s arrival. Of the two that had been
present in Sir Robert Calder’s action, one, the Argonauta, had
since been repaired and refitted ; but the damage done to the
other, the Terrible, proved of so serious a nature, that she was
disarmed, and her crew divided among the short-manned ships

On the 9th or 10th of October, the French troops having re-
embarked,} the Franco-Spanish fleet, with the exception of one
ship, the San-Fulgencio 64 (for some unknown reason detained),
moved to the entrance of the harbour, to be ready for a start at
a moment’s warning. From the 10th to the 17th hard gales
from the westward continued to blow, with very slight intermis-
sions. On the 17th, at midnight, the wind shifted to the east-
ward ; and on the 18th Admiral Villeneuve informed Admiral
Gravina, of his intention to put to sea on the following day.
On the same evening, as a preparatory measure, a strong force
of gun-boats drew up in line across the entrance of the harbour;
and on the 19th, at 7 A. M., the Franco-Spanish fleet, by signal
from the commander-in-chief, began getting under way, with a
light breeze at north by east.

This and every other movement of the Franco-Spanish fleet
was seen and reported by the British reconnoitring friFates.
Owing to the lightness of the wind, 12 ships only succeeded in
getting out, and these lay becalmed till early in the afternoon;
when, a breeze springing up from the west-north-west, the whole
12 stood to the northward on the larboard tatk, accompanied, at .
the distance of not more than two or three miles to wind-
ward, by the British frigates Euryalus and Sirius. At 8 A. M.
the wind, still very light, shifted to south-west, and the course
of the ships became north-west by west ; the point of San-Sebas-
tian at this time bearing from the Euryalus east half-south distasit
about four miles. At daylight on the morning of the 20th the
remainder of the combined fleet in Cadiz harbour, consisting,
with the ships already outside, of 33 sail of the line, five frigates,
and two brigs, weighed and put to sea with a light breeze at

- ® Seep. 3l + Seovol. i, p. 810 I Seep.22
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south-east, while the ships in the offing, as was frequently the
case on this coast, had the wind from the south-south-west. The
French and Spanish ships composing this fleet were as follows:

Gun-ship FRENCH.

Vice-ad. P.-Ch.-J.-B.-S. Villeneuve.

Captain Jean-Jacques Magendie.

804 Formidable Rear-ad. P.-R.-M.-E. Dumanoir-le-Pelley.
* U Captain Jean-Marie Letellier.

{Ne tune . Comm. Esprit-Tra.nqi_llille Maistral.

Indomptable . » Jean-Joseph Hubert.

[ . Rear-ad. Charles Magon.

Algésiras . {Captain Gabriel-Auguste Brouard.

Pluton ., . Comm. Julian-Marie Cosmao-Kerjulien.

Mong-Blanc . » Guill.-Jean-Noél La Villegris.

Intrépide . " Louis-Antoine-Cyprien Infernet.

Swiftsure , .  Captain C.-E.-L’Hospitalier-Villemadrin.

Aigle . . . » Pierre-Paul Gourr¢ge.

744 Scipion . » Charles Berenger.

Duguay-Trouin » Claude Touffet.

Berwick . ., »  Jean-Gilles Filhol-Camas,

Bucentaure .

A

Argonaute . » Jacques Epron.

Achille . . » Gabriel Denieport.

Redoutable . » Jean-Jacques-Etienne Lucas.

Fougueux . » Louis-Alexis Beaudouin.

{Héros . . . » Jean-Bap.-Jos.-Remi Poulain.
Gun-ship. SPANISH.

Rear-ad. don B. Hidalgo Cisneros.

{ Commod. don Francisco de Uriarte,
Principe-de-Asturiss § Ror 03 don Antopio Escane, -

{ Vice-ad. don Ign. Maria de Alava.

. 180 Santisima-Trinidad .
*) Captain don Josef Gardoqui.

Santa-Ana . . .

100 Rayo . . * Commod. don Enrique Macdonel.
- go$Neptumo . . ., don Cayetano Valdés.
Argonauta. , . . ” don Antonio Parejas.
B a . . . . Captain don Dionisio Galiano.
Montanes . , . , » don Josef Salzedo.
San-Augustin . » don Felipe Xado Cagigal.

San-Ildefonso . » don Josef Bargas.

“ S.-Juan-Nepomuceno ” don Cosme Churruca.
Monarca . » don Teodoro Argumosa.

S.-Francisco-de:A.;is : » don Luis de Flores.
San-Justo . . . . » don Miguel Gaston.
64 San-Leandro . . don Josef Quevedo.

Frigates (all French), Cornélie, Hermione, Hortense, Rhin, Thémis ; brigs
Argus and Furet,

Scarcely had the Franco-Spanish fleet cleared the harbour,
than the “south-south-west wind, attended by thick weather,
began to baffle the ships in their progress. Meanwhile the
Euryalus and Sirius kept their stations, watching every ma-
nceuvre. At 8 h. 30 m. A.M. the Agamemnon, with a heavy
nerchant brig in tow, was unconsciously running into the midst
of the enemy’s ships; when, at length, after repeated signals,
enforced by guns from the Euryalus, the British 64 (but still
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without casting off her deeply-laden prize) hauled to the wind on
the starboard tack and got clear, Although ordered by tele-
gaph from the Euryalus, whose captain was senior to Sir
dward Berry, to hasten to the British fleet, then to the south-
ward of the g)rmer, with intelligence of the number and posi-
tion of the enemy, the Agamemnon continued standing to the
north-west with her prize in tow. This seemed an unaccount-
able remissness on tﬂe part of Lord Nelson’s favourite ship.

The Sirius was also in some danger. She had waited so long
for the return of her boat from an American vessel, that the
enemy’s advanced ships found themselves near enough to chase
and fire at her; but the frigate, crowding sail, effected her
escape. Between 2 and 3 ». M. the horizon cleared, and the
wind shifted to west-north-west. Whereupon Vice-admiral
Villeneuve ordered his fleet to form in five columns, agreeably to
a plan which he had previously communicated to his flag-officers
and captains. The fleet accordingly divided itself into two
parts. The first part, consisting of 21 sail of the line, and
denominated the line of battle, then subdivided itself into three
squadrons of seven ships each; of which the centre was com-
manded by M. Villeneuve himself, the van by Vice-admiral Alava,
and the rear by Rear-admiral Dumanoir. The second part, or
corps de réserve, divided itself into two squadrons of six ships
each; the first was under the orders of Admiral Gravina, and
the second of Rear-admiral Magon.

At the time of communicating the foregoing plan of formation,
Admiral Villeneuve reminded his officers of the instructions he
had given to them previously to his quitting Toulon at the
commencement of the year.* In case of being to windward,
M. Villeneuve’s directions then were, for the line to bear down
together, and each ship to take her opponent in the enemy’s
line, whom she was to engage closely even to boarding. If, on
the contrary, the opposite fleet lay to windward, his fleet was to
wait the attack in close line of battle. ¢ The enemy,” says the
French admiral, “ will not confine himself to forming a line of
battle parallel to ours and engaging us with his cannon, where
success often attends the most skilful, and always the most for-
tunate : he will endeavour to turn our rear, to pass through our
line, and, such of our ships as he may succeed in cutting off,
will endeavour to surround and reduce with clusters (pelotons)
of his own. In this case a captain would do better to trust to
his courage and ardour foir glory, than to the signals of the
commander-in~chief; who, himself engaged and covered with
smoke, would perhaps be unable to make them.”t  There is
nothing to alarm us,” adds M. Villeneuve, “in the sight of an
English fleet; their 74-gun ships have not 500 men on board ;

# See p. 10.
t Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p, 109,
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the seamen are harassed by a two years’ cruie”’ (alluding to the
state of Lord Nelson’s ships in January, 1805); “they are not
more brave than we are, they have infinitely fewer motives to
fight well, and possess less love of country. They are skilful at
manceuvring. In a month, we shall be as much so as they are,
In fine, every thing unites to inspire us with hopes of the most

lorious success and of a new era for the imperial marine,”*

he most remarkable feature in this plan is, that it persists in
ordering the movements to be conducted in close line of battle,
even while it admits that the enemy, in all likelihood, will ad:gt
a different mode of attack, that of cutting off the rear of the
line and making of it an easy coriquest. Such, however, were
the ancient rules of naval tactics; and France did not yet
pltl)ssess a Rodney or a2 Nelson to be the first to break through
them.

Shortly after the Franco-Spanish fleet had formed, as already
wentioned, in five. columns, one of the advanced frigates made
the signal of 18 sail of British ships in sight. On this the com-
bined fleet, still on the larboard tack, cleared for action, and at
about 5 p.m. tacked and stood towards the mouth of the Straits,
Shortly afterwards the four British frigates afpproached, and
were chased by the Argonauta, Achille, and a few other ships ;
to which, as a reinforcement, and to serve also as a squadron' of
observation, were added the Principe-de-Asturias, Aigle, Algé~
siras, and San-Juan-Nepomuceno, under the command of
Admiral Gravina, with orders to reunite with the main body
before nightfall. At 7 h, 30 m. ». M. the Aigle made the signal
of 18 Bntish ships in line of battle to the southward; and
shortly afterwards the combined fleet wore and stood to the
north-west.

-A little before daybreak on the morning of the 21st, finding
that the British were to windward instead of to leeward, and that
their force, instead of being only 21 sail of the line, was nearly
equal to his own, the French admiral abandoned his plan of re-
stricting his line of battle to 21 ships,{ and ordered the three
columns composed of the latter, without regard to priority of
rank among the ships, to form in close line of battle on the
starboard tack, upon the leewardmost division, consisting of the
12 ships in advance under Admiral Gravina and Rear-admiral
Magon, and to steer south-west.

.The order, in which the French and Spanish ships (the latter
we have distinguished by italics) ranged themselves, beginning
at the van, or south-east extremity of the line, was, according to
a credible French account,} as follows: Principe-de-Asturias,
Achille, San-Ildefonso, San-Juan-Nepomuceno, Berwick, Argo-
vaula, Montanez, Argonaute, Swiftsure, Aigle, Bakama, Algés

[ * For the original es, see Appendix, No. 6. 1 3ee p. 29
% See Précis des Evenemens, tome xiii,, p. 187. o Co
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siras, Pluton, Monarca, Fougueux, Santa-Ang, Indomptable,
San-Justo, Redoutable, San-Leandro, Neptune, Bucentaure;
Santisima- T'rinidad, Héros, San- Augustin, San-Francisco-de~
Asis, Mont-Blanc, Duguay-Trouin, Formidable, Rayo, Intrépide,
Scipion, Neptuno ; extending over a space, admitting a cable’s
length, or 200 yards, to be betwixt each ship, of nearly five miles,

his manceuvre executed, daylight found the two gostile fleets
at the distance apart of not more than 10 or 12 miles, and there-
fore fairly in each other’s sight. The centre of the Franco-
Spanish fleet at this time bore about east by south of the centre
of the British fleet, and the wind was a light breeze from west-
north-west, accompanied by a heavy westerly swell.

It was on the 19th, at 9 h. 30 m. A.Mm., while the British fleet
was lying to about 16 leagues west-south-west from Cadiz, that
the Mars, who, with the Defence and Agamemnon, then formed
the cordon of communication between the Euryalus and Victory,
repeated the signal, that the enemy was coming out of port.
Lord Nelson immediately made sail in chase to the south-east,
with light and partial breezes, mostly from the south-south-west,
At 3 p. M. the Colossus repeated the signal, that the enemy was
at sea. Towards evening Lord Nelson directed that the fleet
should observe the motions of the Victory during the night;
that the Britannia, Dreadnought, and Prince, being heavy satlers,
should take-their stations as most convenient to them ; and that
the Mars, Orion, Belleisle, Leviathan, Bellerophon, and Poly-

hemus, should proceed ahead, carry a light, and steer for the

traits’ mouth.

. On the 20th, at daybreak, the British found themselves near
the entrance of the Straits, but saw nothing of the enemy. Thé
fleet thereupon wore, and made sail to the north-west, with a
fresh breeze at south-south-west. At 7 A.m. the Phabe made
the signal that the enemy bore north ; and by noon the Victory
and fleet were to the south-west of Cadiz, and within eight or
nine leagues of it, standing to the west-north-west on the lar-
board tack. At 2 p.wm. the fleet was taken aback by a breeze
from the west-north-west, and at 4 p. M. wore and again came to
on the larboard tack, steering north. At 5 p. M., just after the
Euryalus had telegraphed that the enemy appeared determined
to go to the westward, the Victory telegraphed, that Lord Nelson
relied upon Captain Blackwood’s keeping sight of the enemy
during the night; and the Naiad, shortly afterwards, made the
signal of 31 sail of the enemy, bearing north-north-east. At
8h. 40 m. p. M. the British fleet wore and stood to the south~
west; and at 4 A.mM. on the 2lst the fleet wore again, and
steered, under easy sail, north by east. At 6 a.m., Ca
Trafalgar bearing east by south distant about seven leagues, t
Victory and ships with her obtained a sight of the combined
fleet, also bearing about east by south, and distant, as already
wmentioned, 10 or 12 miles,
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. At 6h. 40m. A.m. the Victory made the signals (Nos. 72
and 13), to form the order of sailing in two columns, and to
repare for battle; and in 10 minutes afterwards, 'the signal
&o. 76, to bear up. The two columns of the British fleet
accordingly bore up to the eastward under all sail. This prompt
mode of attack was that which Lord Nelson had previously
directed,* in order to avoid the inconvenience and delay of
forming a line of battle in the usual manner. )
The near approach of the British fleet rendering an action
unavoidable, the French admiral, at 8 h. 30 m. a. M., made the
signal for his ships to wear together, and form the line in close
order upon the larboard tack ; thereby to bring Cadiz on his lee
bow, and to facilitate, if necessary, his escape to that port. It
was near 10 A.M. before the manceuvre was completed ; and
then, owing to the lightness of the wind, the partial flaws from
off the land, the heavy ground swell, and the incapacity or
inexperience of some of the captains, the Franco-Spanish line
was very irregularly formed : so much so that, instead of being
straight, it was curved or crescent-like ; and, instead of the ships
being in line ahead, some were to leeward, others to windward, of
their proper stations. For the most part, indeed, the ships were
two, and in a few cases three, deep ; thus accidentally presentin
more obstacles to the success of the plan of attaclg decide
upon by the British admiral, than if each French and Spanish
ship had been in the wake of her leader. The ships, generally,
were under topsails and topgallantsails, with the main topsail
shivering, and lay a point, or rather more, off the wind.

Owing to the lightness of the breeze, the British fleet, after
bearing up, made very slow progress, scarcely going, with
studding-sails set, three knots an hour. While thus gradually
nearing the enemy’s line, Lord Nelson, dressed in the same
threadbare frock uniform-coat which was his constant wear,
having for its appendages, sewed amidst the folds of the left
breast, the same four weather-tarnished and lack-lustre stars
always to be seen there, visited the different decks of the Victory ;
and, addressing the men at their quarters, eautioned them not ,
to fire a single shot without being sure of their object. '

Considering that the Victory, %oth as being the van-ship of a
column and as bearing the flag of the commander-in-chief, would
draw upon herself the whole weight of the enemy’s fire, and
thereby doubly endanger the life o% him to whom all looked up
for the succees of the day, the principal officers present expressed
among themselves a hope that Lord Nelson might be persuaded
to allow the Téméraire, then close asterm to go ahead. Captain
Blackwood undertook the delicate task of broaching the matter
to the admiral. He did so; and Lord Nelson, smiling signifi-

¢ See p. 23,
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cantly at Captain Hardy, replied, “Oh ! yes, let her go ahead ;*
meaning, if she could. At about 9h. 40 m. A. M. the Téméraire
was accordingly hailed,* to take her station ahead of the Victory.
At about the same time Lieutenant John Yule, who then com-
manded t(lipon the forecastle, observing that the lee or starboard
lower studding-sail was improperly set, caused it to be taken in
for the purpose of setting 1t afresh. The instant this was done,
Lord Nelson ran forward, and rated the lieutenant severely for
having; as he supposed, begun to shorten sail without the captain’s
orders. The studding-sail was quickly replaced ; and the Victory,
as the gallant chief intended, continued to lead the column.}

Shortly after this fruitless attempt to induce Lord Nelson to

ield the post of danger, the captains of frigates were ordered

ack to their ships; and Captain Blackwood, in his way to the
Euryalus, called on board the Téméraire, and explained, what
appears to have been but indistinctly heard, the object of the

revious hail. Sometime after quitting the Téméraire, Captain

lackwood boarded the Leviaaxan, then the fifth ship of the
weather column, and acquainted her captain, that it was the
commander-in-chief’s wish, that the Leviathan, as a previous
signal had signified, should fall into the line between the
Tgméra.ire and Victory. From the known zeal of Captains
Harvey and Bayntun, no doubt can exist as to the earnestness of
their endeavours t6 reach the honourable stations assigned them ;
but the Téméraire was unable to do so from the causes already
assigned, and the Leviathan did not receive the message by
Captain Blackwood until the head of the column was too near
the enemy to render any change proper or even practicable.

The direction in which the combined fleet now lay, with a
home-port scarcely seven leagues off on the lee bow, and the
evident forging ahead of the ships, whereby that distance was
every minute diminishing, induced Lord Nelson to steer a trifle
-more to the northward, and to telegraph his second in command,
“I intend to pass through the van of the enemy’s line, to prevent. .
him from getting into Cadiz.” The reversed order of that line,
in the prevailing state of the wind, had produced another danger
to be 'Iguarded against : it had brought the shoals of San-Pedro
and Trafalgar under the lee of both fleets. Accordingly, at
11 h. 30 m. A. m., the Victory made the signal (No. 63, with the
preparative), for the Brisieh fleet to prepare to anchor at the
close of day.

Phis done, no other signal seemed wanting, when Lord

* But not, it is. believed, as stated in a popular little work, “ by his
lordship.” See Authentic Narrative of the death of Lord Nelson, by Willi
Beat‘%, M.D. &c., p. 89.

+ When the Téméraire ranged up on the Vipctx‘s quarter in order to
pass her and lead, Lord Nelson hailed her; and s ing, as he always did,
with a slight nasal intonation, said, “ P’ll thank you Captain Harvey to keep
in your proper station, which is astern of the Victory.~~Ep.

VOL. IV, D
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Nelson remarked, that he must give the fleet something by wa:
of afillip. After musing awhile, be said, “Sauppose we telegra
that ¢ Nelson expects every man to do his daty.”” The officer,
whom he was then addressing, suggested whether it would net
be better, “ England expects,” &c. Lord Nelson rapturously
exclaimed, * Certainly, certainly;” and, at about 11 h. 40 m.
A. M., up went to the Victory’s mizen topgallantmast-head, the
first flag of the celebrated telegraphic message, “ ExeLAND
EXPECTS THAT EVERY MAN WILL DO HIS DUTY;”* a signal
which, the instant its signification became fully known, was
greeted with three cheers on board of every ship in the fleet, and
excited among both officers and mwen the most lively enthusiasm.
The general formation of the Franco-Spanish line, and the
manner 1n which the British fleet, by its two eclumns, bore down
to the attack, will appear with sufficient and, we believe, all
attainable accuracy, by the following diagram. As the ships of
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the combined fleet were constantly varying their positions, we
shall not attempt to point out the stations of any others than the

* There is not, that we are aware of, a sin%le publication which gives this
message precisely as it was delivered. The following is a minute of the several
fiags, as neted down on board of more than one ship in the fleet :
253 269 863 261 471 958 220 870 4 2119 24
“ England expects that every man will do his d u t y” The French
translation, as given in one or two historical works, is equally short and
expressive : % L’Angleteire compte que chacun fera son devoir.”
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ships of the four principal flag-officers. The commander-in-
chief in the Bucentaure, with the Santisima-Trinidad as his
second ahead, was directly in front of the Victory, the leader of
the weather column ; and the Santa-Ana, the flag-ship of Vice-
admiral Alava, was in the same direction from the Royal-
Sovereign, the leader of the lee column. The Spanish com-
mander-in-chief, Admiral Gravina, in the Principe-de-Asturias,
was the rearmost ship of the fleet. Of the frigates'it may
suffice to state, that they were ranged in an inner line considerably
1o leeward of the fighting line. One, however, in the centre,
believed to have been the Rhin, was so near as to be seen by
the Royal-Sovereign repeating signals; a circumstance that
induced Vice-admiral Collingwood, a few minutes before the
action commenced, to telegraph Lord Nelson, that the enemy’s
commander-in-chief was on board a frigate.

Aecording to the average time noted down on beard the dif-
ferent ships of the British fleet, it was just at noon, the wind
very light, the sea smooth with a great ground swell setting
from the westward, and the sun shining, in a beautiful manner,
upon the fresh painted sides of the long line of French and.
Spanish ships, that the Fougueux, the second astern of the
Santa-Ana, whose station was a little abaft the centre of the
combined line, opened by signal a fire upon the Royal-Sovereign,
then bearing on the French ship’s larboard bow, and considerably
within gun-shot ; also bearing from the Victory south-east, disiant
about two miles, and from her own second astern, the Belleisle,
about west by south three quarters of a mile. Immediately the
three British admirals hoisted -their respective flags, and the
ships of both divisions of the fleet, the white.or St.-George’s
ensign; a measure adopted to prevent any confu'%ion m the heat
of battle, from a variety of national flags. As an additional
mark of distinction, each British ship carried, or was ordered to
carry, a union-jack at her main topmast-stay, and another at her
fore topgallant-stay. At the Victory’s main topgallantmast-
head, also, was fast belayed Lord Nelson’s customary signal on
going into action, No. 16, “ Engage the enemy more closely ;”
consisting of two flags, quarter red and white over blue, white,
and red, or the Dutch republican ensign reversed. At about
the same time that the firing commenced, the ships of the com-
bined fleet hoisted their ensigns, and the admirals (with the ex-
ception, to which we shall presently advert, of the French com-
mander-in-chief), their flags. In addition to her ensign, every
Spanish ship also hung to the end of the spanker-boom a large
wooden cross.

At about 10 minutes past noon, having reached a position
close astern of the Santa-Ana, the Royal-Sovereign fired into
her, with guns double-shotted ; and with such precision as, b
the subsequent, acknowledgment of the Spanish officers, to kill
or wound (incredible as it may appear) nearly 400 of her crew,

' D
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and to disable 14 of her guns. With her starboard broadside,
similarly charged, the Royal-Sovereign raked the Fougueux,
but, owing to the distance and the smoke, with little if any
effect. It was just as the Royal-Sovereign was Fassing between
these two enemy’s ships, that Vice-admiral Collingwood called
out to his captain: “ Rotheram, what would Nelson give to be
here!” And, by a singular coincidence, Lord Nelson, the moment
he saw his friend in his enviable position, exclaimed : “ See how
that noble fellow Collingwood carries his ship into action.”

Having, in the most gallant manner, passes under the stern of
and saluted the Santa-Ana in the way already mentioned, the
Royal-Sovereign put her helm a-starboard, and, without any
difliculty, ranged close alongside of her ; so close that the guns
were nearly muzzle to muzzle. Between the two three-deckers a
tremendous cannonade ensued. But the Royal-Sovereign soon
found that she had more than one opponent to contend with.
The Fougueux, having bore up, raked her astern ; and, ahead of
the English ship, at the distance of about 400 yards, lay the
San-Leandro, who, wearing, raked her in that direction; while,
upon the Royal-Sovereign’s starboard bow and quarter, within
less than 300 yards, were the San-Justo and, In%omptable; as
will better appear by the following diagram :

Belleisle
- Sta. Ana 8n. Lean.
- %
So. RL Sav. M.
\

San. Justo

. So incessant was the fire kept up by all these ships, that the
people of the Royal-Sovereign frequently saw the shots come in
contact with each other. Aware, at length, of the injury which
they were thus sustaining by their own cross fire, and observing
that three or four British ships were fast approaching to the
support of their gallant leader, the four two-deckers, one by one,
drew off from the Royal-Sovereign, and left her to combat solely
with the Santa-Ana ; who, although in force rather more than a
match for her antagonist, began already to exhibit proofs that, in
practical guanery, she was decidedly her inferior. .
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For upwards of 15 minutes the Royal-Sovereign was the only
British ship in close action. At the end of that time, when the
former had taken a position upon her opponent’s lee bow, and
was making the best possible use of it, the Belleisle, hauling up,
fired a broadside into the lee quarter of the Santa-Ana, and then
bore away towards the Indomptable. Owing to some of the ships
astern ofy the Fougueux pressing forward to support the centre,
while others remained with their sails aback or shivering, the
Franco-Spanish line (if line we must call it) was becoming even
more irregular than it had been. The slanting direction in which,
on account of this movement, the British lee column was obliged
to advance, enabled the ships to discharge their starboard guns
at the enemy’s rear; and an interchange of animated firing
.ensued, the smoke from which, for the want of a breeze to carry
it off, spread its murky mantle over the combatants, and in-
creased the confusion into which the rear of the combined fleet
had already been thrown by the crash at its centre.
~ Lord Nelson had already, in a two-decker, evinced how little
he dreaded coming in contact with a Spanish first-rate ; and even
the towering and formidable looking four-decker at present in
front of him had, on that very occasion, been driven from her
purpose by his well-known prowess. But, although he directed
the Victory to be steered towards the bow of his old opponent, it
was not with the intention of attacking her: a Spanish rear-
admiral, whatever the force of his ship, was considered an un-
worthy object while a French vice-admiral commanded the
fleet. Lord Nelson did not feel a doubt, and the sequel proved
he was correct, that M. Villeneuve was in one of the two or
three ships next astern of the four-decker ; and, knowing that,
to fetch a ship lying to at a distance ahead, he must keep her on
his lee bow, he ordered the Victory to be steered in the manner
just related.

Although every glass on board the Victory was put in re-
quisition to discover the flag of the French commander-in-chief,
all the answers to the repeated questions of Lord Nelson on the
subject ended in disappointment. The four-decker’s flag at the
mizen could be made out, and some signals were occasionally
seen at the main of two or three of the ships, but no French flag
at the fore.* Often did the little man himself, with his remaining
eye, cast an anxious glance towards the Franco-Spanish line in
search of the ship which he meant the Victory first to grapple
with ; and so lightly did Lord Nelson value personal risk, that,
although urged more than once on the subject, he would not
suffer those barriers from the enemy’s grape and musketry, the

* It was probably signals, made when the Victory was much closer, that
gave rise to the following entry in the log of the Spartiate : « Observed her
beari:;fl down between a Spanish four-decker and a French two-decker, with
#dmi

9,

s flags at the main,”
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hammocks, to be placed one inch higher than, to facilitate his
view of objects around him, they were accustomed to be stowed.
The Victory, meanwhile, was slowly advancing to a gun-shot
distance from the enemy’s line.

At 20 minutes past noon, which was about 20 minutes after
the Fougueux had opened her fire upon the Royal-Sovereign,
and about 10 after the latter had passed under the stern of the
Santa-Ana, the Bucentaure fired a shot at the Victory, then,
with studding-sails set on both sides, steering about east and
going scarcely a knot and a half through the water. The shot fell
short. Two or three minutes elapsed, and a second shot was fired ;
which, the Victory then about a mile and a quarter distant, feil
alongside. A third shot almost immediately followed, and that
went over the ship. Oue or two others did the same, until, at
length, a shot went through the Victory’s main topgallantsail ;
affording to the enemy the first visible proof that his shot would
reach. A minute or two of awful silence ensued; and then, as
if by signal from the French admiral, the whole van, or at least
seven or eight of the weathermost ships opened a fire upon the
Victory, such a fire as had scarcely before been directed at a
single ship. In a few minutes a round shot killed Mr. John
Scott, Lord Nelson’s public secretary, while he was conversing
with Captain Hardy.

Since the commencement of the firing the wind had gradually
died away to a mere breath. Stillthe Victory driven onward by the
swell and the remains of her previous impetus, was going slowly
ahead, in the direction, now, of the interval between the Santisima-
Trinidad and Bucentaure : both of which ships, aided occasionally
by the Redoutable astern of the latter, continued upon hera very
heavy and destructive fire. To this heavy and unremitting cannon-
ade t{e Victory neither did, nor from her position could, bestow

any return. Ina very few minutes, however, after the firing had
opened upon her, one of the foremost guns on the starboard side
went off Ey accident. In a private ship this would scarcely have
been noticed ; but, as hapXening on board the ship of the com-
mander-in-chief, it excited the attention of the fleet, and was
minuted down in the log of one ship, the Polyphemus, as a real
commencement of the action by the Victory; thus: ¢ Aboat
.20 m. past 12 Victory fired upon by the enemy’s vam, which
~ was returned with a few of her foremost guns on the starboard
side.” :

Seeing, by the direction of her course, that the Victory was
about to follow the example of the Royal-Sovereign, the French
and Spanish ships ahead of the British weather column closed
like a forest. This movement, headed by the stoppage in the
headway of the Santa-Ana, and by the bearing up of the two
Spanish ships ahead of her in the manner already related, divided
the combined line nearly in the centre, leaving, including the
Redoutable from her station astern of the San-Leandro, 14 ships
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in the van, and 19 in the rear, with an interval between them of
at least three guarters of a mile.

Just as she had got within about 500 yards of the larboard
beam of the Bucentaure the Victory’s mizen topmast was sbhot
away about two thirds up. A shot also struck and knocked to
pieces the wheel; and the ship was obliged to be steered in the
gun-room, the first lieutenant (John Quilliam) and master
{Thomas Atkinson) relieving each other at this duty. Scarcely
had two minutes elapsed before a double-headed shot killed
eight marines on the poop, and wounded several others: on

ich the admiral ordered Captain Adair to disperse his men
round the ship, that they might not suffer so much from being
together. Presently a shot, that had come through a thickness
of four hammocks near the larboard chess-tree, and had car~
ried away a part of the larboard quarter of the launch as she lay
on the booms, struck the fore-brace bits on the quarterdeck, and
passed between Lord Nelson and Captain Hardy; a splinter
from the bits bruising the left foot of the latter, and tearing the
buckle from his shoe. “They both,” says Doctor Beatty,
“ instantly stopped, and were observed by the officers on deck
to survey each other with inquiring looks, each supposing the
other to be wounded. His lordship then smiled and said,
¢ This is too warm work, Hardy, to last long ;’ and declared that,
through all the battles he had been in, he had never witnessed
more cool courage than was displayed by the Victory’s crew on
this occasion.”*

In a few seconds afterwards, as the Bucentaure slowly forged
ahead, a large French ship was seen upon her lee quarter, and
another ship astern of the former, in the act of ranging up, asif with
the intention of completely closing the interval. Now it was that
Captain Hardy, represented to Lord Nelson the impracticability
of passing through the line without running on board one of the.
ships. His lordship quickly replied, “I cannot help it : it does
not signify which we run on board of. Go on board which you
please: take your choice.””+ At this moment, such had been
the effect of the heavy and unremitting fire to which she had so
long been exposed, tI}:’e loss on board the Victory amounted to
20 officers and men killed, and 30 wounded ; a loss that would
have been still more severe, had not the enemy’s %uns been
pointed at the rigging and sails, rather than at the hull of the
ship. In comsequence of this, every studding-sail boom on the
foremast (the Victory, unlike other ships, had no booms rigged
out upon her mainmast) had been shot off close to the yard-arm,
and every sail, especially on the foremast, was like a riddle: her
almoetn?wfoxﬂ'nesaﬂ, i:d?red, had fszO mOOy:dsofit
stripped from . This clearly shows what an advantage
&eou:tremdmg::dbnin notgwhgopmdanmﬁerﬁn

* Beatty’s Narrative, p. 27. 4 Ibid,, p. 80.
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upon the Royal-Sovereign. “Quel but avantageux,” says &

rench writer,  offraient aux canonniers ces deux groupes de
vaisseaux, dont chacun présentait une quantité de méts et de
vergues et une masse de cordages et de voiles, ol pas un boulet
ne devait étre perdu.”*

At 1 p.m.} the 68-pounder carronade on the larboard side of
the Victory’s forecastle, containing its customary charge of one
round shot and a keg filled with 500 musket-balls, was fired
right into the cabin windows of the Bucentaure. As the Victory
slowly moved ahead, every gun of the remaining 50 upon her
broadside, all double, and some of them treble shotted, was
deliberately discharged in the same raking manner. So close
were the ships, that the larboard main -arm of the British
three-decker, as she rolled, touched the vangs of her opponent’s

: 80 close indeed, that had there been wind enougﬁ to blow
it out, the large French ensign trailing at the Bucentaure’s peak
might, even at this early period of the action, have been a trophy

f - won

146. O m. 2. M

............

- .

e
\sﬂ;&agam.tx

# Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi, p. 170.

t According to the Victorys log, at four minutes past noon; but that
would allow 14 minutes only for the Victory, with scarcely a breath of wind,
to go adlstanoe' of at least a mile and ahﬁf. We know also that, owing to
the death early in the action of the two persons whose places (in succession)
it was to take minutes, the log entries were written the next day. Moreover

the log of the Spartia ¢ A B :
59 m?sVictory comn::’d %:';;., the best kept in the fleet, says: « At 12h
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in the hands of the Victory’s crew. While listening, with cha-
racteristic avidity, to the deafening crash made by their shot in
the French ship’s hull, the British crew were nearly suffocated
with the clouds of black smoke that entered the Victory’s port-
holes; and Lord Nelson, Captain Hardy, and others that were
walking the quarterdeck, had their clothes covered with the
dust wiich issued from the crumbled wood-work of the Bucen-
taure’s stern. The position of the Victory just as, while receiv-
ing into her bows the foremost guns of a French 74 and the
whole broadside of a French 80, she is about to pour her
broadside into the stern of a second French 80, we have endea-
voured to illustrate by the first set of figures in the preceding

diaﬂ-am.

though the work of scarcely two minutes, and although not
a mast or yard of the Bucentaure was seen to come down, the
effects of tZe British three-decker’s broadside upon the personnel
of the French ship,as acknowledged a day or two afterwards by
Vice-admiral Villeneuve, and long subsequently by his flag-
captain, M. Magendie, was of the same destructive character as
the broadside poured by the Royal-Sovereign into the stern of
the Santa-Ana. The amount which the Bucentaure’s officers
gave, as the extent of their loss in killed and wounded by the
Victory’s fire, was ‘“nearly 400 men.” They represented also,
that 20 of their guns were dismounted by it, and that the Bucen-.
taure was reduced to a comparatively defenceless state.

Prevented by position, even had she not been incapacitated
by loss, from returning the Victory’s tremendous salute, the
Bucentaure found an able second in the Neptune. This fine
French 80, the moment the Victory’s bows opened clear of the
Bucentaure’s stern, poured into them a most destructive fire.
Among other damages occasioned by it, the flying jib-boom and
sprit and sprit topsailyards were cut away; also the starboard
cathead was shot completely off, notwithstanding its immense
stoutness. The bower anchor, and a sheet anchor stowed near
it, were also quite disabled ; and a third anchor on that side was
much injured. Several shot also entered the Victory’s bows
between wind and water, and the foremast and bowsprit were
badly wounded.

The Neptune, fearing, as the Victory advanced, that she
intended to run on board of her, set her jib, and keeping away a
little, ranged ahead ; but, Captain Hardy having decided to run
on board the ship on his starboard hand, and into which a
broadside had been poured the instant it would bear with effect,
the Victory put her helm hard a-port. This quickly brought
her head in the direction of the lif.edout.able; who, with her
foremost guns continued to aid the Neptune in raking the
Victory, and with her aftermost ones fired occasionally at the
Témeéraire, as the latter drew out from the wake of her leader.
Just, however, as the Victory was coming in contact with her,
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the Redoutable shut most of her lowerdeck ports, and fired from
them no more. In about a minute after she had shifted her helm,
the Victory ran foul of the Redoutable ; the sheet anchor of the
one striking the spare anchor of the other.

Very soon afterwards, or at about 1h. 10 m. p. ., the two
ships dropped alongside of each other. This account corre-
sponds with that given by the French.  Nelson,” says M.

arisot, “ voyant qu’il (the Redoutable’s captain) n’était pas
disposé 3 plier, fit venir le Victory au vent tout d’un coup, et
le laissant tomber en travers, il aborda de long en long le Re-
doutable.”* Owing to the slight impetus in the Victory, caused
by the want of wind, the concussion of the firing would proba-
bry have separated her from the Redoutable, had not the
Victory’s starboard fore topmast studding-sail boom-iron, as the
ships were in the act of rebounding off, hooked into the leech of
the Redoutable’s fore topsail. is held the ships together;
and, with the lower deck guns of the Victory touching the side
of the Redoutable, and the latter’s mainmast in a line about
midway between the former’s fore and main masts, lhe two ships
fell oft a few points from the wind.}

Almost immediately after the Victory had got hooked along-
side the Redoutable, zlr.William Willmet, the boatswain of the
former, found a ready means of clearing the French ship’s
ways by firing the starboard 68-pounder carronade, loaded as the
larboard one had been, right upon the Redoutable’s decks. The

ns of the middle and lower decks were also occasionally fired
mto the Redoutable, but very few of the 12-pounders, on ac-
count chiefly of the heavy loss among those who had been
stationed at them. The Redoutable, on her part, fired her
maindeck guns into the Victory, and used musketry, as well
through her ports into those of the Victory, as from her three
tops down upon the latter’s deck. In her fore and main tops,
also, the Redoutable had some brass cohorns, which, loaded
with langridge, were frequently fired with destructive effect
upon the Victory’s forecastle. The larboard guns of the Victory
were fired occasionally at the Bucentaure; but it was with little
or no effect, the latter ship continuing to move to the northward,
while the victor%:nd Redoutable kept inclining their heads to
the eastward. The Santisima-Trinidad also received into her
starboard or lee quarter and stern a portion of the Victory’s fire.

Never allowing mere personal comfort to interfere with, what
he considered to be, the good of the service, Lord Nelson, when
the Victory was fitting to receive his flag, ordered the large
skylight over his cabin to be removed, and the space planked
up, 80 as to afford him a walk amidships, clear of the gans and
yopes. Here, along an extent of deck of about 21 feet in

® Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 171,
4 Bee second position in Diagram at p. 41.
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Jength, bounded abaft by the stancheon of the wheel and forward
by the combings of the cabin ladder-wag, were the admiral and
Captain Hardy, during the whole of the operations we have
just detailed, taking their customary promenade. At about 1 h.
25 m. p. M., just as the two had arrived within one pace of the
regular turning spot at the cabin ladder-way, Lord Nelson,
who, regardless of quarterdeck etiquette, was walking on the
larboard side,* suddenly faced left about. Captain Hardy, as
soon as he had taken the other step, turned also, and saw the
admiral in the act of falling. He was then on his knees with
his left hand just touching the deck. The arm giving way,
Lord Nelson fell on his left side, exactly upon the spot where
his secretary, Mr. Scott, had breathed his last, and with whose
blood his lordship’s clothes were soiled.

On Captain Hardy’s expressing a hope that he was not
severely wounded, Lord Nelson replied: “They have done for
me at last, Hardy.” ¢ I hope not,” answered Captain Hardy.

- “ Yes,” replied his lordship, “ my backbone is shot through.” 4
The wound was by a musEet—ball, which had entered the left
shoulder through the fore part of the epaulet, and, descending,
bhad lodged in the spine. That the wound had been given by
some one stationed in the Redoutable’s mizen top was rendered
certain, not only from the nearness (about 15 yards) and situation
of the mizen top in reference to the course of the ball, but from
the circumstance that the French ship’s main top was screened
by a portion of the Victory’s mainsail as it hung when clewed up.
That the ball was intended for Lord Nelson is doubtful, because,
when the aim must have been taken, he was walking on the
outer side, concealed in agreat measure from view by a much
taller and stouter man. Admitting, also (which is very doubt-
ful), that the French seaman or marine, whose shot had proved
8o fatal, had selected for his object, as the British commander-in-
chief, the best dressed officer of the two, he would most probably
have fixed upon Captain Hardy, or, indeed, such, in spite of
Dr. Beatty’s print, was Lord Nelson’s habitual carelessness, upon
any one of the Victory’s lieutenants who might have been walk-
ing by the side of him. Sergeant Secker of the marines, and
two seamen, who had come up on seeing the admiral fall, now,
by Captain Hardy’s direction, bore their revered and much
Jamented chief to the cockpit; where we will for the present
leave him. The position of the Victory and of the ships near
to her at the time Lord Nelson received his wound, drawn up

* This may be relied upon as correct, although eom%leeltely at variance
with the account published by the Victory’s surgeon ( , Po 32), and
‘which, owing to ':S:gpuﬂu authenticity, bas been made the groundwork of
H‘ﬁﬂhﬂ'pﬂb. account, including that in the first edition of this
WO

1 Beatty’s Narrative, p. 33. !
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with as much accuracy as the case admits, will be found in the
following diagram.

1h.35m. P M.

Previously to our entering upon the account of each ship’s
proceedings, we will endeavour to present a general view of the
engagement, and of its immediate result. Soon after the first
four ships of the British lee division had cut through between
the centre and rear of the Franco-Spanish line, the remainder
successively as they came up, pierced the mass (for it could no
longer be called line) of enemy’s ships, in various directions,
and found opponents as they could. Meanwhile the leading |
ships of the weather division Kad.begun to engage in a similar
manner, a little ahead of the centre. The action, which had
commenced, as we have elsewhere shown, at noon, arrived at its
height about 1h. 30m. p.M. At 3 Pp.M. the firing began to
slacken, and, at about 5 p.m., wholly ceased. Of the 14 van-
ships of the combined line, reckoning to the Redoutable inclusive,
three only were captured in their places. The remaining 11 wore
out of the line. Of these 11, three were captured, and eight
escaped ; four, by hauling to windward, and fgur by running for
Cadiz. Of the 19 rear-ships, 12, including one burnt, were
taken, and seven escaped into Cadiz ; making, as the result of
the first day’s proceedings, nine French (including one burnt),
and nine Spanish, sail of the line captured, total 18, and nine
French, and six Spanish, sail of the line escaped, total 15: of
which latter number four French ships got away to the south-
ward, and 11, five of them French and six Spanish, and most of
the ships much shattered, with all the frigates and brigs, reached
the bay of Cadiz.

So far as to the collective operations of the two fleets in the
Trafalgar battle. Our attention is now due to the individual
exertions of the ships on each side; and we shall proceed to
give the most accurate account that our researches, far and near,
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have enabled us to obtain, taking the British ships of each
division, in the order in which, according to the best judgment
to be formed from the variety of times noted down in their logs,
they successively got into action.

’lyhe Royal-Sovereign we left just as, after 15 minutes of close
action with three or four ships, the Belleisle had come to her
relief. The latter, passing on to the eastward, left the Royal-
Sovereign upon the Santa-Ana’s starboard bow. In a short
time the Spanish three-decker lost her mizen topmast; and, at
the end of about an hour and a quarter from the commencement
of the combat, her three masts fell over the side. At about 2h.
15 m. P. M., after a hot, and with the exception of the Belleisle’s
broadside, an uninterrupted, engagement between the two ships
from 10 minutes past noon, the Santa-Ana struck to the Royal-
Sovereign.

This occurrence took place just as the mizenmast of the Royal-
Sovereign came down, and when her fore and main masts from
their shattered condition, were ready to follow it. No sooner,
indeed, did the Royal-Sovereign, in order to put herself a little
to rights, move a short distance ahead of her prize, then her
mainmast fell over on the starboard side, tearing off two of the
lowerdeck ports. The foremast, having been shot through in
several places, and stripped of nearly the whole of its rigging,
was left in a tottering state. Hence the English three-decker
was reduced to almost, if not quite, as unmanageable a state as
the Spanish three-decker, which she had so gallantly fought and
calptured.

The French accountssay: “ Le vaisseau la Santa-Ana, vaillam-
ment attaqué par I’amiral Collingwood, fut non moins vaillam-
ment défendu par le vice-amiral Alava; mais, accablé par le
‘nombre, il dut céder.”* And yet out of the 26 remaining
British ships, no ship except the Belleisle, and that with merely
a broadside in passing, asserts that she fired into the Santa-Ana.
Here is the proper place to notice the modesty with which Vice-
admiral Collingwood, in his official despatch, refers to the part
taken by his own ship. “The commander-inchief in the
Victory,” he says, “led the weather column, and the Royal-
Sovereign, which bore my flag, the lee. The action bégan at
12 o’clock by the leading ships of the columns breaking through
the enemy’s line, the commander-in-chief about the tenth ship
from the van, the second in command about the twelfth from the
rear, &c.”” The Royal-Sovereign is not again mentioned,
tla)xce})t in reference to matters that occurred subsequently to the
attle. :

The loss sustained by the Royal-Sovereign was tolerably
severe: she had one lieutenant (Brice Gilliland), her master
(William Chalmers), one lieutenant of marines (Robert Green),
two midshipmen (John Aikenhead and Thomas Braund), 29

# Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 179,
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seamen, and 13 marines killed, two lieutenants (John Clavell

and James Bashford), one lieutenant of marines (James le-
Vesconte), one master’s mate (William Watson), four midship-

men (Gilbert Kennicott, Grenville Thompson, John Farrant, and

John Campbell), her boatswain (Isaac Wilkinson), 69 seamen,

and 16 marines wounded.

Respecting the Santa-Ana’s loss in killed and wounded, no-
thing 18 known beyond the amount already specified as the
alleged effect of her opponent’s raking fire. That the Spanish
ship’s loss must have Eeen uncommonly severe may be inferred,
as well from the length and closeness of the action, as from the
fact, that her starboard side was nearly beaten in by the Royal-
Sovereign’s shot. Among the Santa-Ana’s dangerously, if not
mortally wounded, was Vice-admiral Alava; and it was under-
stood that her killed and wounded comprised a great proportion
of officers.

After baving, for the space of 20 minutes, sustained the tre
mendous fire opened by the rear of the combined line, and after
having suffered, in consequence, a loss of between 50 and 60 men
in killed and wounded, the Belleisle, at about a quarter past
noon, exchanged a few shot with the Monarca, and passed
through the line abreast of the Fougueux, then distantly raking
the Royal-Sovereign. In hauling.up on the larboard tack, the
Belleisle was enabled, owing to the advanced position of the
latter, to pour a full broadside into the lee quarter of the Santa-
Ana. Bearing away a little, the Belleisle then passed close
astern of the Indomptable ; who, quickly wearing, exchanged =
few broadsides with her, and then bore up to the south-east. In
the mean time the Belleisle was engaged with a Spanish ship,
the San-Juan-Nepomuceno, at some distance on her starboard
beam, At about 45 minutes past noon the Belleisle’s main top- -
mast was shot away ; and, as the enemy’s rear ships were now
pressing forward to support the centre, her situation became
extremely critical.

At 1 r.m. the Fougueux ranged up in the smoke on the
Belleisle’s starboard beam, and struck her at the gangway with -
her larboard bow, rolling at the same time with her fore yard
-over the British ship’s quarterdeck. The Fougueux immediately
began engaging the Belleisle, and in 10 minutes shot away her
mizenmast about six feet above the deck, the wreck falling over
the larboard quarter. In about 10 minutes more, on the Mars
beginning to engage her, the Fougueux, who had received a smart
fire from the Belleisle’s aftmost guns, dropped astern and hauled

-to the northward. At 1h. 30 m. ».m, the French Achille came
ranging past the stern of the Belleisle, then with her head a little
to the southward of east, and stationed herself on the latter’s
larboard quarter. In this position, the Achille kept up a steady
fire, with comparative impunity, on account of the wreck of the
Belleisle’s mizenmast masking her aftermost guns. Meanwhile
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the Aigle, having replaced the San-Juan, was distantly cannon~
. admg the British ship on the starboard side ; and the San-Justo

and San-Leandro, as they stood athwart the bows of the
‘?elleisle to jom Admiral Gravina in the rear, opened a passing

re.
Thus in a manner surrounded, the Belleisle soon had her
rigging and sails cut to pieces, and at 2 h, 10 m. p. m. lost her
mainmast about four feet above the deck ; the wreck of which
fell upon the break of the poop, while the topmast, with the
yards, sails, and shrouds, hung over upon the larboard side,
where already lay the wreck of the mizenmast. Her larboard
guns thus completely covered by wreck, the Belleisle was pre-
vented from returning by a single shot the Achille’s animated
and destructive fire. At 2h. 30 m. ». M., driven from her capital
station upon the bows of the Victory and Téméraire, by the
approach of the Leviathan, the French Neptune placed herself
across the starboard bow of the Belleisle ; and at 2 h. 45 m. the
foremast and bowsprit of the latter, still engaged by two other
ships, were shot away by the board.

At 3 h. 156 m. p. M. the Polyphemus interposed herself between
the Belleisle and Neptune. In five minutes more the Defiance
took off the fire of the Aigle ; and at 3 h. 25 m. p.m. the Swift-
sure, passing astern of the Belleisle, commenced engaging the
Achille, who about this time lost her main and mizen topmasts.
As the Swiftsure passed close under the Belleisle’s stern the two
ships cheered each other; and to signify that, notwithstandin
her dismasted and shattered state, t! %elleisle still remain
unconquered, a union-jack was suspended at the end of a pike
and held up to view, while an ensign was being made fast to the
stomp of her mizenmast. Thus, by the timely arrival of her
friends, saved from being crushed by the overwhelming force
around her, the Belleisle ceased fiing. Observing soon after-
wards on his larboard beam a Spamsh two-decker that had
already surrendered, Captain Hargood sent the master, Mr.
William Hudson, and Lieutenant Owen of the marines (who
volunteered although wounded), in the only remaining boat, the
pinnace, and took possession of the 80-gun ship Argonauta. The
position of the Belleisle, at the time she was so fortumately
relieved, we have endeavoured to illastrate by the following

iagram.
The Belleisle’s hull was knocked almost to pieces: both sides
of it were about equally damaged. Ports, port-timbers, channels,
chain-plates, all exhibited unequivocal marks of the terrible maul-
ing she had received. Her three masts and bowsprit, as we have
seen, were shot away, and so was her figure-head. Her boats
and anchors shared the same fate. If the Belleisle’s damages
were severe, her loss of men was not less so: she had two lieu«
tenants (Ebenezer Geall and John Woodin), one midshipman
(George Nind), 22 seamen, and eight marines killed, one lien-
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tenant (William Ferrie), one lieutenant of marines (John Owen),’
her boatswain (Andrew Gibson), two master’s mates (William
Henry Pearson and William Cutfield), one mldshl;man (Samuel.
Jago), one first-class volunteer (J. T. Hodge), 67 seamen, and.
19 marines wounded. _ :

Argouauta
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In her way down astern of the Belleisle, the Mars suffered
severely from the heavy raking fire of the ships ahead of her,
the San-Juan-Nepomuceno, Igluton, Monarca, and Algésiras.
As the Mars was directing her course to cut the line between
the first two of these ships, the Pluton, who was to windward of
the San-Juan, ranged ahead: whereupon, to avoid being raked
by so close an opponent, the Mars hauled up, with the intention
to pass on and cut the line ahead of the San-Juan. In attempt-
ing this manceuvre, the Mars was followed and engaged by the
Pluton. Having by that time had her rigging and sails greatly
damaged, the Mars was obliged to come head to wind in order
to avoid running on board the Santa-Ana; whereby the Mars
lay with her stern exposed to the Monarca and Algésiras. At
this moment, however, the Tonnant came up, and soon found
full enfllployment for both of those ships. Meanwhile, as she
paid off in her completely unmanageable state, the Mars became
also exposed to a heavy fire from the Fougueux, then with her
larboard guns engaging the Belleisle, and presently received
into her stern a most destructive fire from the Pluton; a fire
that almost cleared the poop and quarterdeck of both officers and
men. It was at about 1 h. 16 m. p. M., while Captain Duff was
standing at the break of the quarterdeck looking over the side,
that a cannon-shot from the Pluton struck him on the breast,
knocked off his head, and cast his body on the gangway. The
same shot killed two seamen, who were standing c%:sz behind
their captain. The command now devolved upon Lieutenant.
William. Hennah. By this time succour was at hand ; and,
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while the Fougueux made off to the northward in the direction
.of the Téméraire, the Pluton stood away to the south-east to
join Admiral Gravina.*

The Mars had her main topmast and spankerboom shot
away, and her three lower masts, fore and main yards, and fore
topmast, very badly wounded : her foremast, indeed, was left in
so shattered a state that it subsequently fell overboard. The
main piece of her rudder was badly wounded, her stern and
quarters much cut, and nine of the poop-beams, besides sundry
knees, &c., shot to pieces. The ship had also some guns dis-
abled, and had received several shot between wind and water.
The loss on board the Mars was proportionably severe : she had
her captain, one master’s mate (AlexanderDuff), two midshipmen
(Edward Corbyn and Henry Morgan), 17 seamen, and eight
marines killed, and two lieutenants (Edward William Garrett
and James Black), her master (Thomas Cook), one captain of
marines (Thomas Norinan), five midshipmen (John Young,
George Guiren, William John Cook, John Jenkins, and Alfred
Luckraft), 44 seamen, and sixteen marines wounded.

With respect to the injuries sustained by the Pluton, the
ship is represented to have been unable, after the action, to
muster more than 400 effective men out of a complement of about
700 : consequently, her loss must have been severe. It appears,
also, that the Pluton made three feet water an hour from the
shot she had received in the hull,

Having, asalready stated, fired at the ships that were pressing
upon the Mars, the Tonnant steered straight for the larboard
bow of the Algésiras, then moving slowly onwards the same as
her companions in the line, and very near to her present leader,
the Monarca. As the Tonnant advanced, the Algésiras, having
already her main topsail to the mast, backed her mizen topsail,
and thus enabled the former, at about 45 minutes past noon, to
run close under the Spanish ship’s stern. Pouring in a raking fire,
the Tonnant hauled up, and engaged the Monarca alongside ;
but, dreading to encounter so large and powerful a ship, the
latter fired a few ineffective shot, dropped astern, and struck
her colours, although she afterwards rehoisted them. The Ton-
nant’s people believed, although they were not certain, that the
Monarca struck ; but the Spartiate, who, not being engaged
until late, had leisure for observation, saw the flag hauled down,
and in her log says accordingly: “ At 1h. 7m. a Spanish two-
decker struck to the Tonnant.”

Filling her main and mizen topsails, the Algésiras now evinced
‘an intention to cross the stern of the Tonnant, who, by this time,
had had her fore topmast and main yard shot away; but the
Tonnant, putting her helm hard-a-port, ran the Algésiras on
board, and defeated the manceuvre, The bowsprit and anchors

* See second set of figures in diagram at p. 50, .
VOL. 1V, E
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of the Algésiras getting entangled with the main rigging of the
‘Tonnant, the two ships were held fast together, greatly, on
account of their relative positions, to the advantage of the
Tonnant. It was, doubtless, while the Tonnant’s attention was
thus occupied, that the Monarca, beingleft to herself, and having
suffered comparatively little in the action, rehoisted her colours.

While thus fast to the Algésiras on her starboard side, the
Tonnant fired her larboard aftermost guns athwart the hawse of
the Mars at the Pluton lying upon the latter’s larboard bow,
and her larboard foremost guns at the San-Juan Nepomuceno
lying upon her own bow. Meanwhile the Mars, until she and the
Pluton dropped astern, fired several well-directed shot into the
larboard quarter of the Algésiras. The position of the Tonnant
and ships around her at this time, which was about 1 h. 35 m.
P. M., we have endeavoured toillustrate by the following diagram.

. 1h, 35m, P.M.
0k 15 BM. P Platon)
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At about 1 h. 40 m. p, m. Captain Tyler received a severe
wound, and was obliged to be taken below. The command of
the Tonnant thereupon devolved upon Lieutenant John Bedford.
In the mean time an animated cannonade was kept up between
the two ships; by which the Algésiras soon lost her foremast,
and the Tonnant her main and mizen topmasts. The Algésiras
made a serious attempt to board; but the marines of the
Tonnant maintained so steady and well-directed a fire, that the
French crew did not succeed, except in the case of one man, who
contrived to enter one of the Tonnant’s maindeck ports, and
whose life, to the credit of those who took him, was spared.
At about 2 h. 15 m. p. M., just as her main and mizen masts
were about to share the fate of her foremast, the Algésiras, after
a very %ﬂlant defence, struck her colours; and Lieutenant
Charles Bennett, with Lieutenant of marines Arthur Ball, and
about 48 men, stepped on board and took pessession of her.
In another quarter of an hour the San-Juan hailed that she
suirendered ; and Lieutenant Benjamin Clement was sent in
the jollyboat, with two hands, to take possession. The boat
being damaged by shot, swamped, before she reached a quarter
of the way. The two men could swim, but not the lieutenant.
While the latter was clinging to the boat, & shot struck her and

Algéve
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knocked off her quarter. The boat then turned bottom
upwards; and Lieutenant Clement held fast by the boat’s fall
until one of his two companions, a black man, Macnamara by
name, swam to the Tonnaat, and returned with a rope that lead
out of the ship’s stern port. By this means a brave young
officer, who had been in two or three of the general actions of the
preceding war, was saved to his country.

Among the damages sustained by the Tonnant in the hull,
was a bad wound in the rudder, a portion of the head of which
was shot away; and a great part of her starboard quarter-
piece, with the rails and gallery, was carried away by the Algé-
siras when the vessels got foul. . The loss on board the Tonnant
amounted to one midshipman (William Brown), 16 seamen, and
nine marines killed, her captain (severely), boatswain (Richard
Little), the captain’s clerk (William Allen), one master’s mate
(Henry Ready), 30 seamen, and 16 marines wounded. The
Algésiras had upwards of 200 men killed and wounded, includ-
ing several officers, and among the mortally wounded, the brave
and highly respected Rear-admiral Magon, who had previously
been wounded in two places, but would not quit the deck.

After having captured the Algésiras and disengaged hérself
from her prize, the Tonnant fired several shot at the squadron of
M. Dumanoir passing to windward ; but, having no boat left,
could not send again to take possession of the San-Juan. That
Spanish ship, however, was shortly afterwards engaged and
secured by the Dreadnought.

In consequence of the novel mode of attack adopted by the
commander-in-chief, each British ship, as she bore up in line
ahead, was obliged to follow in the wake of her leader until
close upon the enemy’s line : her commander, then, acting up to
Lord Nelson’s instructions, as contained in the memorandum
at a previous page, that no captain could do very wrong who
placed his ship alongside that of an enemy, attached himself to
the first Frenchman or Spaniard that crossed his path. Most
of the captains had also received, on the morning of the action
Lord Nelson’s verbal directions, transmitted through the captains
of the frigates, that they were to break the enemy's line where-
ever they conveniently could. This, in effect, discretionary

wer was particularly beneficial towards the height of the
g:tt.le, when the enemy’s ships, by an irregular movement from
the rear to the centre, and, in some instances, from the centre
and van to the rear, were every instant shifting their positions,
and giving to their line, if line 1t could be called, a new face,

It was not until full 15 minutes after the Tonnant had cut the
line, that her second astern, the Bellerophon, owing to her
distance from the former and the lightness of the wind, was
enabled to do the same. This she accomplished by passing
under the stern of the Monarca, as the latter, with colours
rehoisted, was dropping away frt;zm the Tonnant. In luffing up

E
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to lay the Monarca alongside to leeward, the Bellerophon, at
about 50 minutes past noon, ran foul of the Aigle, the latter’s
main yard locking with her fore yard. The Bntish ship now
fired from both sides, having the Monarca on the larboard, and
the Aigle on the opposite bow. -In a short time three other
enemy’s ships opened a cannonade upon her, the Montanez (we
believe), with her aftermost guns on the larboard quarter, the
French Swiftsure on the starboard quarter, and the Bahama,
with some of her foremost guns, athwart her stern. The first
set of figures in the following diagram will perhaps assist in
;l;(t)tv;nng the situation of the gritish ship at this period of the
e.

Montanez. 1k 40w P
o ﬁm

L e

At about 1 p. M. the Bellerophon’s main and mizen topmasts
fell over on the starboard side, and the main topsail and top-
gallantsail immediately caught fire with the flash of the guns,
assisted by the hand-grenades which the Aigle’s people kept
throwing from her tops. At l1h. 5m. p.m. the master was
killed; and at 1h. 11 m. Captain Cooke. The command now
devolved upon Lieutenant William Pryce Cumby. Shortly
afterwards the Montanez dropped out of gun-shot astern, and
the Bahama and French Swiftsure became engaged with the
Colossus. The musketry from the Aigle had by this time played
sad havoc u%on the Bellerophon’s quarterdeck, forecastle, and
poop. Atlh. 40m. r.m. the Aigle, who had once or twice
vainly attemgted to board her opponent, dropﬁed astern, exposed
as she fell off to a raking fire, first from the Bellerophon herself,
and then from the Revenge. The Bellerophon, now quite in an
unmanageable state, fired a few shot at the Monarca, who
instantly hauled down her colours for the last time, and was taken
possession of by the former; as, nearly at the same time, was
the Bahama, who had previously struck, to relieve herself from
the destructive fire of the Colossus.

The Bellerophon had her main and mizen topmasts shot away,
her fore topmast, all three lower masts, and most of her yards,
badly wounded, and ber standing and running rigging nearly
cut to pieces. In hull also she was much injured; having had
several knees and riders shot away, and part of her lower deck
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ripped up, besides other damage. Her loss consisted of her
captain, master (Edward Overton), one midshipman (John Sim-
mons), 20 seamen, and four marines killed, one captain of marines
(James Wemyss), her boatswain (Thomas Robinson), one master’s
mate (Edward Hartley), four midshipmen (William N. Jewell,
James Stone, Thomas Bant, and George Pearson), 96 seamen,
and 20 marines wounded. A great proportion of this heavy loss
unfortunately arose from the explosion of a quantity of loose
gowder spilt about the decks from the cartridges; and which,

ut for the water that lay around the entrance of the magazine,
must have destroyed the ship and all on board of her.

Although no particular account can be given of the damage or
loss sustained by the Aigle, it may with certainty be stated, that
she suffered greatly in masts, rigging, and hull, and lost in
killed and wounded, from the successive fire of the Bellerophon,
Revenge, and Defiance, nearly two thirds of her crew, including
among the killed, her captain and first lieutenant, and among
the wounded several of her officers. The loss on board the
Monarca does not appear to have been recorded; but it must
have been severe, from her first action with the Tonnant, and
from the length of time she was exposed to the close and umin-
terrupted fire of the Bellerophon, one of the best manned,
although one of the smallest, 74s in the British fleet.

At 1 ». M., or thereabouts, after having, during 10 minutes or
so, in her efforts to close, received the fire of two or three
enemy’s ships, the Colossus ran past the starboard side of the
French Swiftsure ;* who had just before bore up, as well to
avoid being raked by the Colossus, as to bring her larboard
guns to bear upon the Bellerophon. The density of the smoke
on the starboard side hid from view all the enemy’s ships in that
direction, until, having run a short distance to leeward, the Colos-
sus found herself close alongside of the Argonaute, whose larboard
yard-arms locked into her starboard ones. A spirited can-
nonade now ensued between the two ships, and lasted for about
10 minutes, when the Argonaute’s fire became nearly silenced,
except from a few of her aftermost guns; a shot from one of
which, just as the ships, driven apart by the concussion of the
guns, began to settle broadside off, struck Captain Morris a -
hittle above the knee. As soon as, by this lateral movement,
she had cleared her yards, the Argonaute paid off, and tvent
away, receiving into her stern the parting fire of the Colossus.
The latter, in the mean while, was warmly engaged on her
larboard quarter, with the French Swiftsure, and also with the
Bahama, who lay close on that ship’s larboard bow, and fired at .
the Colossus across the Swiftsure’s fore-foot.

- At a few minutes before 3 p.m., having forged ahead, the

Swiftsure get between the Bahama and Colossus, and being thus

* See the diagram at p. 52.
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more fully exposed to the latter’s well-directed broadsides, soon
slackened her fire and dropped astern. The Colossus was now
enabled to devote her sole attention to the Bahama; who, on
her mainmast falling, as it presently did, over her engaged side,
showed an English jack from the hen-coops on her poop, to
denote that she had struck. Meanwhile the French Swiftsure
endeavoured to bear up under the stern of the Colossus ; but the
latter, wearing more quickly, received a few only of the former’s
larboard guns, before she poured in her starboard broadside.
This brought down the French Swiftsure’'s mizenmast. At the
same time the Orion, in passing, gave the French ship a broad-
side, which brought down her tottering mainmast; whereupon
the Swiftsure made signs to the Colossus of having surrendered.
In hauling up to take possession of her two prizes, the latter
Jost her wounded mizenmast over the starboard side.

The mainmast of the Colossus was so badly wounded, that
she was compelled, during the ensuing night, to cut it away;
and her damages altogether were extremely severe. Her only
remaining stick, the foremast, had been shot through in several
places; two of her anchors and three of her boats had been
destroyed, and some of her guns disabled. Four of her starboard
lowerdeck ports had also been knocked away by running on
board the Argonaute, and her hull in every part of it was
much shattered. The Colossus lost in the action her master
{Thomas Scriven), 31 seamen, and eight marines killed, her
captain,* two licutenants (George Bully and William Forster),
one lieutenant of marines (John Benson), her boatswain (Wil-
liam Adamson), one master’s mate (Henry Milbanke), eight
midshipmen (William Herringham, Frederick Thistlewayte,
‘Thomas G. Reece, Henry Snellgrove, Rawden M‘Lean, George
‘Wharrie, Timothy Renou, and George Denton), 115 seamen, and
31 marines wounded. :

The Argonaute, the first broadside-opponent of the Colossus,
although she lost none of her masts, must have suffered severely
in the hull, having had, aceording to the French accounts, nearly
160 of her crew killed and wounded : she, nevertheless, effected
her escape. Some of the French writers are very severe in their
strictures upon the conduct of the French Argonaute. It appears
that the Hermione frigate, in compliance with the practice of the
FPrench navy, hoisted the signal, for ships unengaged to engasle,
and, finding no attention paid to it, added the number of the
Argonaute, and kept both signal and pendant flying for one

* With a truly gallant spirit, Captain Morris would not go helow, but,
applying a tourniquet to his thigh, remained at his post near the head of the
poop- until, to avoid the fall of the mizenmast, he descended to the
quarterdeck. After the battle was over, and the Agamemnon had come down
to take the Colossus in tow, ﬁtﬁn Morris, having become faint from loss
of glood. was carried below, was landed in his cot some days afterwards
at Gibraltar.
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hour.* The Bahama and French Swiftsure, reduced to the state
of wrecks, suffered a proportionate loss of men ; the first having
had nearly 400 killed and wounded, including among the former
her captain, and the second very little short of that number.

Being close astern of the Colossus and sailing well, the
English Achille became, in a few minutes after the former,
warmly engaged. Having passed close astern of the Montanez,
the Achille luffed up and engaged that ship to leeward. In less
than a quarter of an hour the Montanez sheered off, and the
Achille made sail to succour the Belleisle, then lying to leeward
totally dismasted, with three enemy’s ships upon her. While
on her way to perform this duty, the Achille found herself
obstructed by the Argonauta. The British 74 immediately
broaght to on the Spanish 80’s larboard beam, and a close action
ensued, which lasted an hour. The Argonauta now attempted
to set her mainsail to shoot ahead, but, failing in that, ceased
firing, shut her lowerdeck ports, and, as it appeared on board
the Achille, threw an Eoglish jack or ensign over her larboard
quarter.

At this moment two French ships came up, and one of them
soon found ether employment for the English Achille than taking
possession of the Argonauta. The French Achille edged down
on her English namesake's larboard quarter, and engaged her in
passing to windward ; and the Berwick, who had been distantly
engaged with the Defence, ranged up on the English Achille’s
starboard side, between the latter and the Argonauta. The
Prench Achille passing on in the direction of the Belleisle, and
the Argonauta dropping to leeward, the English Achille and
Berwick were left in fair single combat. The action continued
for upwards of an hour, when the Berwick hauled down her
colours, and was taken possession of by the Achille.

The masts of the latter, although all standing, were badly
wounded, and so was her bowspnt: her hull bad also received
considerable damage. The loss on board the English Achille
amounted to one midshipman (Francis John Mugg), six seamen,
and six marines killed, and two lieutenants (Parkins Prynn and
Josias Bray), one captain and one lieutenant of marines (Palms
Westropp and Wiliam Leddon), one master's mate (Geo
Pegge), three midshipmen (William H. Staines, William J.
Saow, and William Smith Warren), 37 seamen, and 14 marines
wounnded.

The Arglc:nauta, the English Achille’s first steady opponent
appears to have suffered greatly in rigging, hull, and crew, but
to have bad no spars of any consequence shot away : her loss
is represented to have amounted to nearly 400 in killed
and wounded, including among the dangerously wounded her

\
* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 178.
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captain. It is doubtful if the whole of this damage and loss
was inflicted by the English Achille: the Argonauta must have
exchanged some broadsides in passing with other British ships.
The Berwick was dreadfully cut up in_her hull, and her three
masts were left in a tottering state. The Achille’s officer, who
took possession of the ship, counted, upon her decks and in her’
cockpit and tiers 51 dead bodies, including that of her gallant -
captain, M. Camas; and the wounded of the Berwick, accord- -
ing to the report of her few surviving officers, amounted to
nearly 200: her loss in officers was very severe, the quarterdeck
having been twice cleared. Nearly the whole of this loss was
attributable to the close and unremitting cannonade kept up,
for more than an hour, by the English Achille. On the other
hand, the principal part of the latter’s damage and loss was
caused by the steady fire and determined opposition of the
Berwick. :

We quitted the Victory at about 1 h. 30 m. p. M., or just as
Lord Nelson had been carried to the cockpit, mortally wounded -
from the mizentop of the Redoutable.* ~So destructive to the
Victory was ‘the fire kept up from the Redoutable’s tops, as
well as from her seconddeck guns, occasionally pointed upwards,
that, within a few minutes of Lord Nelson’s fall, several officers - .
and about 40 men, nearly the whole of them upon the third or
upper deck, were kille(g' or wounded. A single 18-pounder-
carronade on the poop, mounted upon an elevating carriage,
might very soon have destroyed the Redoutable’s mizentop and
all that were in it; but the Victory had no guns whatever’
mounted on her poop. The same effect might have been pro--
duced upon the fore and main tops by one of the 68-pounder
carronades ; but their carriages would not give the required *
elevation. Nor, we believe, could the 68-pounder on the
starboard side be even fired a second time upon the decks of
the Redoutable,{ owing to some accident that had since be- -
fallen it.

Although, from the loss of the men stationed at them, the
12-pounders of the Victory were for the most part abandoned, :
the larboard guns, her 24 and 32 pounders upon the decks
below continued to fire, for a few minutes (until the English -
Neptune and ships astern of her intervened), distantly at the
starboard quarters of the Bucentaure and Santisima-Trinidad, -
and the starboard guns, with much more certain effect, right
into the hull of the ﬁédo‘ubtab]e. ¢ The starboard guns of the -
lower and middle decks,” says Dr. Beatty, “were depressed,
and fired with a diminished charge of powder, and three shot -
each, into the Redoubtable. This mode of firing was adopted
by Lieutenants Williams, King, Yule, and Brown, to obviate the
danger of the Téméraire’s suffering from the Victory’s shot

* See p. 43. + See p. 42,
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passing through the Redoutable; which must have been the

case if the usual quantity of powder, and the common elevation,

had been given to the guns. A circumstance occurred in this

situation, which showed in a most striking manner the cool in-
trepidity of the officers and men stationed on the lower deck of
the Victory. When the guns on this deck were run out, their

muzzles came into contact with the Redoutable’s side; and

consequently at every discharge there was reason to fear that the

enemy would take fire, and both the Victory and the Téméraire’
be involved in her flames. Here then was seen the astonishing
spectacle of the fireman of each gun. standing ready with a

bucket full of water, which as soon as his gun was discharged

- he dashed into the enemy through the holes made in her side by

the shot.”*

The respectability of the authority has induced us to give this
quotation entire, yet we positively deny that the Victory’s guns
were fired in the manner there stated. Not only have our in-
quiries fully satisfied us respecting this fact ; but we doubt even
if the Téméraire had come 1n contact with the Redoutable at the-
period to which the statement refers. 'When, too, the Téméraire-
did lash herself to the Redoutable, all effective opposition on the
part of the latter had ceased, to the Victory at least ; and, after
firing a few shot, and ascertaining that the Téméraire was foul
on the Redoutable’s starboard side, the Victory began to busy
herself in getting clear, to seek a more worthy antagonist. This
hitherto disputed fact, the details of the Téméraire’s proceed-
ings, into which we are now about to enter, will more clearly
establish.

Being an extraordinary fast sailing line-of-battle ship, the
Victary, urged as she was, would probably have been, like the .
Royal-Sovereign, far ahead of the ships in her wake; but that
the Téméraire, having on board very little water or provisions,
was, what the sailors call, “flying light.”  After the Téméraire,
having closed the Victory, had, instead of leading the column as
at first proposed, been lt?;rect.ed to take her station astern of the
Victory,} the dismantled state of the latter from the enemy’s
shot, rendered it very difficult for the Téméraire to avoid going
ahead of her leader ; and to keep astern she was obliged, besides
cutting away her studding-sails, occasionally to yaw or make a
traverse in her course. Hence the Téméraire shared with the
Victory, although by no means to so great an extent, the damaﬁe
and loss sustained by the head of the weather column from the
enemy’s heavy and incessant raking fire. Shortly after the
Victory had poured her larboard broadside into the Bucentaure’s
stern, the Téméraire opened her fire at the Neptune and Re-
doutable. When the Victory put her helm a-port to steer towards
the Redoutable, the Téméraire, to keep clear of her leader, was

# Beatty’s Narrative, p. 81. + See Note, p. 33.
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compelled to do the same ; receiving, as she passed the Redout-
able, a fire that carried away the head of her mizen topmast.
When, after striking the Redoutable, the Victory again brought
her head to the northward, the Téméraire stood slowly on a short
distance to the south-east ; and then hauled up to pass through
the enemy’s line. Meanwhile the Victory had, as already stated,
dropped alongside the Redoutable, and the two ships were pay-
ing off to the eastward. '

Scarcely had she begun to haul up, so as to'avoid being raked
by the French Neptune, ere the Téméraire discovered, through
the smoke, the Redoutable driving towards and almost on board
of her. Even had the breeze, now barely sufficient to fill the
sails, permitted the Téméraire to manceuvre to clear herself from
the Redoutable, the Neptune, who, to avoid getting foul of the
Redoutable and Victory, had wore and come to again om the
same tack, and at this time lay with her larboard broadside
bearing upon the starboard bow of the Téméraire, d so
heavy a raking fire, that in a few minutes the latter’s fore yard
and main topmast were shot away, and her foremast and bow-
sprit, particularly the latter, greatly damaged. In this un-
manageable state, the Téméraire could do no more than continue
to cannonade the Redoutable with her larboard guns. This the
former did until, having, as she had done those on the opposite
side, shut down her lowerdeck ports, the Redoutable, at about
1h. 40 m. .M., fell on board the Téméraire, the French ship’s
bowsprit passing over the British ship’s gangway a little before
the main rigging; and where, in order to have the benefit of
bestowing a raking fire, the crew of the Téméraire immediately
lashed it. 'The raking fire was poured in, and very destructive,

.as we shall soon show, did it prove.

Most of the few effective men, left upon the Victory’s I;;exger
deck after the Redoutable’s destructive fire formerly noticed,*
being employed in carrying their wounded comrades to the
cockpit, (gaptain Hardy, Captain Adair of the marines, and one
or two other officers, were nearly all that remained upon the
quarterdeck and poop. The men in the Redoutable’s mizentop
soon made this known to their officers below ; and a considerable
portion of the French crew quickly assembled in the chains and
along the gangway of their ship, in order to board the British
three-decker ; whose defenceless state they inferred, not merely
from her abandoned upper deck, but from the temporary silence
of her guns on the decﬂs below, occasioned by a supposition that
the Redoutable, having discontinued her fire, was on the eve of
surrendering. A party of the Victory’s officers and men quickly
ascended from the middle and lower decks ; and, after an inter-
change of musketry, the French crew, who, in addition to the
unexpected opposition they experienced, found that the curvein

® See p. 56
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the hulls of the two ships prevented their stepping from one to
the other, retired within-board.

The repulse of this very gallant assault cost the Victory
dearly. Captain Adair and 18 men were killed, and one lieu-
tenant - (William Ram, mortally), one midshipman (George .
Augustus Westphal), and 20 men wounded. Captain Adair met
his death by a musket-ball received at the back of the neck,
while standing upqn the Victory’s gangway encouraging bis
men, and several seamen and marines were also killed by the
French musketry ; but the lieutenant and midshipman, and four
or five seamen standing near them, were struck by a round shot,
or the splinters it occasioned, which shot had come obliquely
through the quarterdeck, and must have been fired from one of
the Redoutable’s maindeck guns pointed upwards in the manner
already described.

The account which the French give of the origin of this
boarding attempt, and of the cause that led to its failure, is as
follows: “In the twinkling of an eye” (alluding to the time
when Lord Nelson was carned below), ¢ the quarterdeck of this
ship (the Victory) was deserted : the gallant fellows of the Re-
doutable wanted to rush upon it; but the rentrée of the two
vessels presented an obstacle. In order to obviate this, Captain
Lucas directed the main yard of his ship to be lowered, mean-
ing to make of it a bridge whereon to pass on board the Victory.
At that moment the three-decker Téméraire ran foul of the Re-
doutable on the side opposite to that on which the Victory lay,
pouring in at the same time the whole of her broadside. The
effect of this fire was terrible upon the crew of the Redoutable,
the whole of whom were then assembled upon the forecastle,
gangway, and quarterdeck. Nearly 200 were placed hors de
combat. The brave Captain Lucas, altbough wounded, remained
ondeck. The junction of the Téméraire giving fresh courage to
the crew of the Victory, the latter recommenced firing, but soon
afterwards ceased in order to disengage herself from the French
ship.””*

Is it Likely that a French 74 would attempt to hoard a British
three-decker fast to her on one side, while a second British three-
decker was foul of her on the other? We have not a doubt,
therefore, that the French account is in this respect correct. In
fixing the relative time of these occurrences, we should say that,
in about five minutes after Lord Nelson was carried off the deck,
or at 1 h. 35 m. p. m., the boarding indication commenced. Ad-
mitting the contest, when the Téméraire put an end to it, by
lashing the Redoutable’s bowsprit to the fore part of her mam
rigging, and pouring in her destructive raking fire, to have con-
tinued five minutes, that would fix the time of the Téméraire’s
getting foul, as we have already stated it, at 1h. 40 m. ». M.}

¢ For the original, see Appendix, No. 7.
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and another five minutes may be allowed for the ship to drop.
fairly alongside.

Less considerate than either of her antagonists about fire,
although in equal if not greater danger from its effects, the Re-
doutable continued throwing hand-grenades from her tops and
yard-arms (“ les grenades pleuvent des hunes du Redoutable ¥),
some of which, falling on board herself, set fire to her larboard
fore chains and starboard fore shrouds. TRe fire from the fore
shrouds presently communicated to the foresail of the Téméraire ;
but, by the active exertions of her forecastle-men, led by the
boatswain, the flames on board both ships were presently ex-
tinguished. The Victory’s crew, after having put out a fire that
had spread itself among some ropes and canvass on the booms,
also lent their assistance in extinguishing the flames on board
the Redoutable, by throwing buckets of water from the gangway
upon her chains and forecastle.

All further hostility having, as well it might, ceased on board
the Redoutable, Captain Hardy ordereg two midshipmen,
Messieurs David Ogilvie and Francis E. Collingwood, with the
sergeant-major of marines and eight or ten hands, to go on
board the French ship, and (not to “take possession,”* for, had.
that been deemed of any importance, a leutenant would have
been sent, but) to assist in putting out a fire which had - just
broken out afresh. This party, not being able to step on board:
for the reason already given, embarked from one of the Victory’s.
stern-ports in the only remaining boat of the two that had been.
towing astern, and got to the Redoutable through one of her
stern-ports. As a proof, too, that all hostility had then ceased
on board the French ship, the Victory’s people’s were well:
received. Their boat, we gelieve, was soon afterwards knocked:
to pieces by a shot. The other boat had been cut adrift by a
shot just as the Victory was about to open her fire, and was
afterwards picked up with her oars and tackle as complete as
when, early in the forenoon, she had been lowered down from:
the quarter.

Very sdon after these young midshipmen had been despatched,
a lieutenant of the Victory, looking out of one of her aftermost:
forts on the starboard side, saw a second French two-decker
aing close upon the Téméraire’s starboard side; and, as the

ictory, a few minutes afterwards, was in the act of booming
her bows off from the Redoutable, the same officer read the
name upon the stern of each French ship. The circumstances
under which the second French ship came in contact with the
Téméraire, we shall now proceed to relate.

In our account of the proceedings of the Belleisle and Mars,
we noticed the hauling off from the former of the French ship

# Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 174.
+ Beatty’s Narrative, p. 55
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Fougueux. After quitting the Belleisle, the Fougueux stood
slowly across the wide space between the Santa-Ana and
Redoutable, steering a course directly for the starboard beam of
the Téméraire, then with her head nearly east. The object
‘of the Fougueux was probably to pass to windward of the
-Téméraire and rake her ; or it might have been (and the French
crew were actually assembled on the forecastle in apparent
‘readiness) to boarg the British three-decker, the appearance of
the latter indicating that she was much disabled, and her colours
~being at this time down, owing to the fall of her gaff. Indeed,
as the number of men with which the Téméraire had begun the
action was only about 660, and as, of the number at this time
fit for duty, not perhaps exceeding 550, nearly the whole were
below, whither they had been sent%y Captain Harvey, that they
might not be injured by the hand-grenades constantly thrown
from the Redoutable’s tops, the Fougueux, with her 700, or,
allowing for a slight loss, 680 men, might have made a serious
ime:"ession upon the Téméraire’s decks.
hile Captain Harvey devoted his attention to the Redoutable
‘on the larboard side, the first lieutenant, Thomas Fortescue
Kennedy, assembled a portion of the crew on the opposite side,
to receive the Fougueux. Not having yet discharged her star-
board broadside, the Téméraire was in perfect readiness there,
but delayed firing until the Fougueux arrived so close that she
could not well escape. At length the latter got within 100
‘yards. Instantly tﬁz Téméraire’s broadside opened, and a
terrible crash was heard on board the Fougueux. Crippled and
confused, the French ship, at about 2h. p. m., ran foul of the
Téméraire, and was immediately lashed, by her fore rigging, to
the latter ship’s spare anchor. Lieutenant Kennedy, accom-
?nied by Mr. James Arscott, master’s mate, and Mr. Robert
olgate, midshipman, and 20 seawen and six marines, then
boarded the Fougueux in her larboard main rigging. On the
French ship’s quarterdeck lay Captain Beaudoin, mortally
wounded; and the second captain and other officers were
encouraging the men to re]:)el the boarders. In the onset,
however, the second captain became severely wounded ; where-
upon the French crew suffered themselves to be driven off the
quarterdeck by the British, few as they were; and, in 10
nminutes from the time of her being boarded by Lieutenant
Kennedy and his 28 followers, the Fougueux was completely in
the possession of the Téméraire.

This occurrence took place at about 2h. 10 m. p. m.; and it
‘was within five minutes afterwards, orat 2h. 15 m. p. M., that
the Victory, by fire booms and the slight assistance which her
helm and sails could afford, disengaged herself from the Redoutable.
While the Victory gradually got her head to the northward, the
three fast-locked ships from which she had just parted, the
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Redoutable, Téméraire, and Fougueux, swang with their heads
to the southward.

Scarcely had the Victory broken away from the group, ere
the main and mizen masts of the Redoutable came down. The
mainmast, falling on board the Téméraire, carried away the
stump of the latter’s mizen topmast, broke down the poop-rail,
and with its wreck eacumbered the whole after-part of the ship.
This {accident put an entire stop to the Redoutable’s hitherto
formidable musketry (even admitting it to have continued till
this time, which we doubt), aud her only remaining aptagonist
prepared to take possession. The mainmast of the i{edoutable,
‘a8 1t lay upon the Téniéraire’s poop, forming a bridge of easy
descent, this was soon accomplished ; and, at about 2h. 20 m.
P. M., a portion of the British crew, headed by Lieutenant John
Wallace, second of the Téméraire, stepped on board, and took
quiet possession of the gallantly fought Redcutable. About
-the time that this occurrence happened, having got her head
well to the southward, the Téméraire was enabled to fire a few
of her foremost guns on the larboard side, clear of the Redoutable’s
bows, at the French Neptune ; whereupon the latter, who also
observed the Leviathan approaching, ceased her annoyance and
bore away.

Before we enter upon the proceedings of any other ship, we
will give a brief description of the damage and loss sustained
by the Victory and Téméraire and the two French 74s on board
of them. The Victory’s mizen topmast, as already stated, was
shot away ; and her fore and main masts and their yards, bow-
sprit, jib-boom, main topmast, and cap, and fore and main tops,
were badly wounded. All her rigging was cut to pieces, and
her spare spars were rendered unfit for use : hull much damaged,

rticularly in the wales, clamps, and waterways; and some
shot had been received between wind and water. geveral beams,
knees, and riders were injured, and ports and port-timbers
knocked off. The starboard cathead was also shot away, and
the starboard bower and spare anchor totally disabled.

The loss on board the Victory will sKow, that the top-
cohorns and musketry of the Redoutable had made ample
amends for the comparative silence of her great guns. Besides
Lord Nelson and his secretary, the Victory had one captain of
marines (Charles W. Adair), one lieutenant (William Ram),
two midshipmen (Robert Smith and Alexander Palmer), the
captain’s clerk (Thomas Whipple¥), 32 seamen, and 18 marines
killed, two lieutenants (John Pasco and George Miller Bligh),
two lieutenants of marines (Lewis Buckle Reeves and J. G.

# This gentleman was killed by the wind of a round shot, whilst speaking
to Mr. (now Sir) George Westphale. He had no wound or scratch on any
part of his body, and is perhaps the only instance on record of such an event,
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Peake), three midshipmen (William Rivers, George Augustus
Westphal, and Richard Bulkeley), 59 seamen, and nine marines
wounded. This was according to the official account ; but 27
additional wounded men reported themselves to the surgeon
after the returns had been drawn up.* Among this number was
included the boatswain, William Willmet ; who, although pain-
fully wounded in the thigh, did not quit his quarters.

'l{le damages of the Téméraire were scarcely less than those
of the Victory. The former had her main topmast, the head of
her mizenmast, her fore yard, and her fore and main topsailyards
shot away, her fore and main masts so wounded as to render them
unfit to carry sail, and her bowsprnt shot through in several

laces. Her nigging of every sort was cut to pieces, and her
starboard cathead and bumpkin were shot away ; also the head
of her rudder at the water's edge, by the fire of the Redoutable,
while rounding the latter’s stern. Eight feet of the starboard
side of the lower deck abreast of the mainmast was also stove
in, and the whole of her quartergalleries on both sides were
carried away by the two ships that had run foul of her.

The Téméraire’s loss amounted to one captain and one lieute-
nant of marnmnes (Simeon Busigny and John Kingston), her
carpenter (Lewis Oades), one .midshipman (William Pitts), 356
seamen, and eight marines killed, and one lieutenant (James
Mould), one lieutenant of marines (Samuel J. Payne), her boat-
swain (John Brooks), one master’s mate (Francis S. Price), one
midshipman (John Eastman), 59 seamen, and 12 marines
wounded. A part of this heavy loss in killed and wounded
arose from the following accident. A stink-pot thrown from
the Redoutable entered the powder-screen on the quarterdeck,
and caused a destructive explosion upon the main deck. Had
it not, indeed, been for the presence of mind of the master at
arms, John Toohig, who was quartered in the light-room, the
fire would have communicated to the after magazine, and pro-
bably have occasioned the loss not only of the Téméraire, but of
the ships lashed to her.

The damages and loss of the Redoutable, jammed as she had
been betwixt two such formidable antagomsts, might well be
severe. The fall of her main and mizen masts has already been
stated : her fore topmast and bowsprit shared the same fate.
Her rudder was destroyed, and her hull shot through in every
direction, above and below water. An 18-pounder gun, and a
36-pounder carronade near the stern, had burst, and 20 of her

ns, including nine low-deckers on the side oizposite to the

ictory, lay dismounted. Out of a crew of 643, the Redoatable
had, according to the French official returns, 300 killed and 222
wounded, including nearly the whole of her officers. Neither
the damage nor the loss of the Fougueux was by any means

# Beatty’s Narrative, p. 61.
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so severe as that incurred by the generality of the captured
ships. None of her masts had, at this time, actually fallen,
although one or more of them had been badly struck, and her
loss could not have well exceeded its reputed amount, 40 in
killed and wounded, including among the latter her first lieute-
nant, and among the former her captain.

We formerly mentioned that Captain Blackwood went on
board the Téméraire with the commander-in-chief’s instructions
to Captain Harvey.* After quitting the latter, Captain Black-
wood proceeded to the Leviathan, and informed Captain Bayntun
that Lord Nelson had consented that his ship should precede
the Victory in going into action. From her station astern of
‘the Conqueror, the Leviathan immediately crowded all sail to
reach the enviable post assigned her: but, owing to the late
hour (about 11 h. 30 m.) at which the message was delivered, the
Leviathan did not get further ahead than just abreast of the
Congqueror, before the Victory was beginning to suffer from the
enemy’s fire. '

The necessity of shortening sail for awhile, to facilitate the
endeavours of the Leviathan to pass ahead to her newly-allotted
-station, and the almost calm state of the weather after the firing
had lasted a short time, made it 1h. 45m. p.m. before the
English Neptune became closely engaged. At this time, having
with all her endeavours been unable to go ahead, the Leviathan
had resumed her station in the line, and was close in the wake
of the Neptune, and a short distance ahead of the Conqueror.
Hauling up towards the nearest ship, the English Neptune soon
found herself close under the stern of the Bucentaure. The broad-
side of the Neptune, asshe passed on in this direction, shot awa
the Bucentaure’s main and mizen masts nearly by the board,
and doubtless killed or wounded a great many of her crew.
The Levigthan poured in her fire within 30 yards of the
French ship’s stern, and the Conqueror soon afterwards did
the same.

The Conqueror then hauled up on the lee quarter and beam of
the Bucentaure, and shot away Eer foremast. In a few minutes
-afterwards the ship of the commander-in-chief of the,combined
fleet, whose fate had been previously sealed by the Victory’s
.tremendous broadside, hauled down her colours, and was taken

ossession of by the Conqueror. The officer in charge.of the
.goat was Captain James Atcherley, of the marines, who had with
him but five hands, a corporal and two privates of his corps, and
two seamen. Onu the captain’s stepping upon the Bucentaure’s
uarterdeck, M. Villeneuve and his two captains presented
eir swords ; but, conceiving that it more properly belonged to
Captain Pellew to disarm officers of their rank, Captain Atcherley
declined the honour of receiving them. Having secured the

QSeeP‘ss. [
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magazine and put the key in his pocket, and placed two of his
men as' sentries, one at each cabin-door, Captain Atcherley,
accompanied by the French admiral and his two captains, pulled
off, with his three remaining hands, and at length boarded, not
the Conqueror, who had proceeded in chase, but the Mars, her
sister-ship; where on account of some mistake about the nature
of the message sent by Lieutenant Hennah, the acting commander
of the Mars, to Captain Hardy, the French officers were ordered
to remain.

Hauling up, after having raked the Bucentaure,* the Neptune
soon found herself in a similar position astern of the Santisima-
Trinidad, whose main and mizen masts came down with a tre-
mendous crash, just as the Leviathan was in the act of secondin
a fire which her leader had so successfully opened. The Englis
Neptune then luffed up alongside the Santisima-Trinidad to
leeward, while the Conqueror, with her starboard guns, kept up
a distant fire upon her to windward. At about 2h. 30 m. p. M.
the foremast of the Spanish four-decker shared the fate of her
main and mizen masts, and she lay an unmanageable wreck
upon the water. At this moment the Neptune had her attention
suddenly called off by the movement that was making in the
combined van, some of the ships of which, on bearing up, raked
her, and caused the principal part of the damage and loss
which she sustained in the action.

The Africa 64, having had the misfortune to lose sight of her
fleet in the night, was, when the firing commenced, broad upon
the Victory’s larboard beam, and nearly abreast of the van ship
of the combined line. Seeing her danger, Lord Nelson ordered
the Africa’s signal to be thrown out, to make all possible sail.
The intention of this signal appears to have been misunderstood ;
and, instead of using means to run his sbig out of danger,
Captain Digby set every sail he could spread to hasten her into it.
Passing along, and exchanging broadsides in succession with
the ships of the combined van, the Africa, with much less injury
done' to her than might have been expected, bore down ahead of
the Santisima-Trinidad. :

Meeting, no return to her fire, and seeing no colours hoisted
on board the latter, Captain Digby concluded that the four-
decker, had surrendered, and sent Lieutenant John Smith in a
boat to take possession. Upon the lieutenant’s reaching the
quarterdeck, and asking an officer who advanced to meet him,
whether or not the Santisima-Trinidad had surrendered, the
Spaniard replied, “ Non, non,” pointin% at the same time to one
Spanish and four French sail of the Iine then passing to wind-
ward. As, for the want of masts, the Santisima-Trinidad was
settling fast to windward of the two fleets, and he had only &

# See diagram at p, 44,
VOL. 1V. F
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boat’s hcrew with him, Lieutelm.nt1 Smith l?uitted thedSl]:anish
ship (the crew of which, singularly en , permitted him to
do go), and returned on boanf‘t‘he fric:?g pe

The Santisima-Trinidad remained without a prize-crew until

5h. 30 m. p. M.; when the Prince, by signal, boarded and took

" herintow. The Trinidad’s loss, although we are unable to par-
ticularize it, is deseribed to have been, and no doubt was,
extremely severe : she had been exposed to the raking fire, in
succession, of four ships, the Victory (distantly and partially),
Neptune, Leviathan, and Conqueror; and her hull, in conse-
quence, had been dreadfully shattered, especially about the
stern and quarters. .

Before we proceed in our relation of .the further part whicl
the Leviathan took in the action, we will briefly state what
damages and loss were sustained by the Neptune, Conqueror,
and Bucentaure. The Neptune’s masts wete all - more or less
wounded, but not dangerously so, and her standing and run-
ning rigging somewhat damaged: she had received nine shot
between wind and water, and had incurred a loss of 10 seamen
killed, her captain's clerk, 30 sedmen, and three marines
wounded.

The Conqueror had her mizen topmast and main topgallant-
mast shot away, her fore and main masts badly wounded, and
her rigging of every sort much cut: several shot had also struck
her on the larboard side between wind and water. The loss on
the part of the Conqueror, up to the period of the Bucentaure’s
surrender (her further loss will be shown presently), was com-
paratively trifling: she had one seaman killed, and one lieu-
tenant of marines (Thomas Wearing), one lieutenant of the Rus-
sian navy (Philip Mendel), and seven seamen wounded. The
damages of the Bucentaure in her masts have already been
described : her hull also was much cut up; and her loss in killed
and wounded, according to the verbal report of her few surviv-
ing officers, amounted to upwards of 400 officers and men,
including among the slightly wounded Adgpiral Villeneuve and
his captain.

Leaving the Santisima-Trinidad to the care of the English
Neptune, the Leviathan stood on towards the French Neptune,
then amusing herself in the manner we have related,* with now
a gecond French ship, the Fougueux, joined to the Téméraire,
As the Leviathan approached, and before she was in a position

~to fire a shot, the Neptune, at whom the Téméraire had just
brought some of her foremost guns to bear, wore round, and, in
going off before the wind, at least enabled the former to iden-
tify, by the name on her stern, the French ship that chose to
1ly, the moment an antagonist appeared, who was in a condition-

* See p. 62.
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to oppose her, although, evidently, not of force enough to main-
tain the combat with any prospect of success.

Disappointed here, Captain Bayntun hauled up on the lar-
board tack, and presently observed that all the ships of the
combined van ahead of the Santisima-Trinidad were tacking or
wearing, as if to double upon the headmost ships of the British
weather column, and place them betwixt two fires. Sure of
finding an opponent among those ; and, such is the confidénce
inspired among the ships of a British fleet, as sure that, if likely
to be overmatched, some friend or other would hasten to her
rescue, the Leviathan stood on to the north-east.

A Spanish 74, the San-Augustin, who was steering south-
east, appeared to be desirous to measure her strength with the
British 74; and at about 3 p.M., when within 150 yards, put
her helm hard a-starboard, in the hope to be able to rake the
Leviathan ahead. To frustrate a manceuvre so likely to be
serious in its effects, the Leviathan put her helm hard a-port,
and, having fresher way than the San-Augustin, felt its influ-
ence more quickly. The consequence was, that the guns of the
British ship were brought to bear before those of her antagonist:
and, loaded with three shot each, were discharged, with admi-
rable precision, and at the distance of less than 50 jards, into
the starboard quarter of the San-Augustin. Down went, in an
instant, the Spanish ship’s mizenmast, and with it her colours,
and feeble was the return she bestowed.

The probability now was, that, as the Leviathan kept forging
ahead, and could not, on account of the previously damaged
state of her rigging, back her sails, the San-Augustin would be
able to wear under her stern. To prevent this, the Leviathan,
putting her helm a-starboard, ran on board the San-Augustin,
1n such a way, that the latter’s jib-boom entangled itself in the
former’s largoard main rigging, thereby exposing the San-
Augustin’s upper deck to the poop-carronades and marines of
the Leviathan. - A smart and well-directed fire soon drove the
Spaniards below ; and Lieutenant John Baldwin third of the Levi-
athan, at the head of a party of seamen and marines, leaped on
board the San-Augustin, and carried her without further oppo-
sition. The British 74, with her stream-cable, then lashed the
prize to herself. Scarcely had the Leviathan effected this, ere
the Intrépide, another fresh ship from the combined van, came
crowding up, and, after raking the Leviathan ahead, ranged
along her starboard side ; but waited only to exchange a passing
fire, as the Africa and one or two other British ships were fast
approaching to the assistance of their friend. The first two set
of figures 1n the following diagram will assist in explaining the
manceuvres of the Leviathan and her Spanish opponent.

F2
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In this spirited, and, for its undisturbed occurrence in a
general action, rather singular combat, the Leviathan’s dam
and loss, although we are not enabled to exhibit them sepa-
rately, were, it is certain, of trifling amount. Including what
she had previously sustained, the Leviathan had the main piece
of her head shot through, all three masts and bowsprit, and
most of her lower and topsail yards wounded, her mizentopsail
ard shot away, and a great part of her rigging cut to pieces.
%he received eight sllot%)etween wind and water, and had one
long 32 and one long 18 pounder, and one 18-pounder carro-
nade, completely disabled. Her loss amounted to two seamen
and two marines killed, one midshipman (J. W. Watson), 17
seamen, and four marines wounded. Besides the loss of her
mizenmast, the San-Augustin had her remaining masts injured,
and her hull struck in several places, particularly near the star-
board quarter: her loss was represented by her officers to have
amounted to 160 in killed and wounded, including among the
latter her captain, Don Felipe Xado Cagigal. '
Being, except the Leviathan, the nearest British ship to the
Intrépide, the Africa was the first that brought the latter to
action. This, at about 3 h. 20 m. p. M., the Africa most gallantly
did, and, in spite of her decided inferiority of force, maintained
the contest for nearly three quarters of an hour ; when the Orion
came up, and opened a fire upon the Intrépide’s starboard
quarter. The Orion then wore round the French ship’s stern,
and, bringing to on the lee bow of the latter between her and
the Africa, whose fire, without any disparagement to her, was
+ nearly silenced, maintained so heavy and well-directed a can-




1806. .BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR. 69

nonade, that in less than a quarter of an hour the main and
mizen masts of the Intrépide, already injured by the Africa’s
fire, fell over her side. The proximity of the Conqueror, and
the approach of the Ajax and Kgnmemnon, left to the Intrépide
no alternative but to strike her colours. This the French ship
did at 5 p. ., having been greatly damaged in hull as well as
masts, and incurred a loss, according to the representation of her
officers, of nearly 200 in killed and wounded. The second set
of figures in the last diagram will show the track of the Orion
in her way towards, and during the time she engaged, the
Intrépide.

The Africa had her maintopsail yard shot away, and her bow-
sprit and three lower masts so badly wounded that none of the
latter could afterwards stand. Her remaining masts and yards
were also more or less injured; her rigging and sails cut to
pieces; and her hull, besides its other serious damage, had
received several shot between wind and water. Her loss amounted
to 12 seamen and six marines killed, one lieutenant (Matthew
Hay), one captain of marines (James Tynmore), two master’s
mates (Henry West and Abraham Turner), three midshipmen
(Fredenck %hite, Philip J. Elmhurst, and John P. Bailey),
30 seamen, and seven marines wounded ; a loss which, considering
that her complement was only 490 men and boys, and that
Captain Digby had voluntarily engaged so superior a force,
proves that, although but a 64, the Africa had performed as
gallant a part as any ship in the British line. The Orion, who
came so opportunely to the aid of the Africa, had her foremast
wounded, and her maintopsail Km'd and main topgallantmast
shot away. The loss on board the Orion, however, amounted to
only one seaman killed, and two midshipmen (Charles Tause
and Charles P. Cable, both slightly), 17 seamen, and four
marines wounded.

It was at about 2 h. 30 m. ». M. that the whole of the Franco-
Spanish van, except the Santisima Trinidad, who lay dismasted
abreast and to leeward of the Bucentaure, equally a wreck and
either a prize or in the act of becoming one, began to put about,
some by staying, others by wearing, in obedience to a signal
made by the commander-in-chief at 1h. 50 m. p.m. to the
following purport: “The French fleet, engaging to windward or
to leeward, orders the ships which, from their present position,
are not engaging, to take such a position as will bring them the
most quickly into action,” ¢ L’armée navale Francaise, com-
battant au vent ou sous le vent, ordre aux vaisseaux qui, par leur
position actuelle, ne combattant pas, d’en prendre une quelconque,

ui les reporte le plus promptement possible au feu.””* It ap
that, five minutes before, Rear-admiral Dumanoir had signalled

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 173.
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th_:h commander-in chief that the van had no enemy to contend
with.
According to the admiral’s previous instructions to his captains,
the above signal was to be considered as casting a stigma npon
those to whom it was addressed.* At all events no immediate
attempt was made by the generality of the ships to comply with
the signal, and those that were the most prompt in obeying it
were baffled by the calm state of the weather. The Formmdable,
and one or two of the other ships, had to employ their boats to
tow themselves round, Hence the manmuvre was slow, partial,

and imperfect. When the 10 ships did at length get on the’
starboard tack, five (four French and one Spanish), under Rear- .

admiral Dumanoir, hauled their wind, and the remaining five
kept away, as if to join Admiral Gravina, then to leeward of the
rear, in the act of making off,

It was in the height of all this confusion in the combined van,
that the Britannia, Agamemnon, Orion, and Ajax got inter-
mingled among the French and Spanish ships, which had wore
and edged away in the maoner related. The Britannia appears
to have been engaged, a short time, with the San-Francisco-de-
Asis, and subsequently with the Rayo three-decker. It was
considered on board the Britannia, that the ship she engaged,
after the San-Francisco-de-Asis, was the French Neptune, with
“ a tier of guns on her gangway.” Owing to the obscurity
occasioned by the smoke, and to the want of wind to blow out
the flags, a mistake respecting the colours might easily be made ;
and certainly the Neptune had no guns on her gangway, but
was a regular 80, similar to the Bucentaure.

The Agamemnon and Ajax also exchanged a few broadsides
with some of the ships that had bore up; and the Orion, as
already stated, was the first, after the Africa, that became closely
engaged with the Intrépide. The latter and the San-Augustin
were the only ships of the five, that seemed to have any other
object in view than a retreat. The San-Francisco-de-Asis might
reasonably have declined closing with the Britannia; but the
Héros appears to have had no three-decker opposed to her,
although she probably was one of the ships that raked the British
Neptune, after the latter had silenced the Santisima-Trinidad.
The Héros had her captain killed, but sustained no other loss of
consequence, and very slight damage. What loss the Rayo
suffered is not known ; but she did undoubtedly incur a loss,
and had her masts and rigging tolerably wounded and cut up.

The Britannia, with some slight damage to her masts and
still less to her hull, had one lieutenant (Francis Roskruge), eight
scamen, and one marine killed, her master (Stephen Trounce),
one midshipman (William Grant), 33 seamen, and seven marines

' . * See p. 10,
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wounded, The Ajax was very elightly damaged, and had only
two seamen killed and nine wounded. The principal damages
sustaived by the Agamemnon was a large hole Eelow the quarter,
probably from a shot fired by one of M. Dumanoir’s ships. In
consequence of this the ship made four feet water an hour: her
loss consisted of only twe seamen killed and eight wounded.*
The five French and Spanish ships which hauled to the wind,
after wearing in the manner alteady stated, where the Formidable,
commanded by Rear-admuel Dumanoir, Duguay-Trouin, Mont-
Blanc, Scipion, and Neptuno. The very British ships that,
from their disabled state, were calculated to offer the least oppo-
sition, baving little or no sail to force them to leeward, lay
pearest to the track of M. Dumanoir’s squadron. Among those
the Victory, Téméraire, and Royal-Sovereign were the most
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exposed. The Victory, with her mizen topmast gone, lay with
her head to the northward, having the Bugentauce, a mare hwlk

® The Agamemnon expended 676110 of powder, and fired 1145 shot.



72 BRITISH AND FRANCO-SPANISH FLEETS, 1805..

a point or two on her weather bow, two or three ships’ lengths
off, and the Santisima-Trinidad, another hulk, at a somewhat
greater distance on her lee bow. At about three quarters of a
mile astern of the Victory, or rather upon her weather quarter,
lay the Téméraire with her two prizes. The head of the Téméraire,
and of the Redoutable also, whose mainmast still held her fast
to the former, was pointed to the southward ; and her crew were
busied in booming off the Fougueux from her starboard side, to
be ready to salute the French ships as they passed. The Royal-
Sovereign, with only her foremast standing, lay a short distance
astern and to leeward of the Téméraire, in the act of being
towed clear of her dismasted prize, the Santa-Ana, by the
Euryalus frigate. The relative position of all these ships will
Eerhaps be better understood by the preceding diagram ; which,

owever, as respects some of its details, is not given with quite
so much confidence as the generality of the others.

Among the first shots gred by M. Dumanoir’s ships, after
they had put about, was one that killed two of the Conqueror’s
lieutenants. The manner in which this fatal accident happened,
is as extraordinary as it was distressing. Lieutenant William
M. St.-George, lt-flird of the ship, while passing Lieutenant
Robert Lloyd, who was first, good-humouredly tapped him on
the shoulder, and gave him joy of his approaching epaulet as a
commander.” Just as Lieutenant St.-George, having moved on a
step or two and turned his face round, was in the act of smiling
on his friend, a cannon-shot took off the head of the latter, and
struck the former senseless on the deck.

In passing the Victory, M. Dumanoir’s squadron, havin
kept away a little for the purpose, exchanged a few distant ang
ineffectual shot with her. By the time the van-ship, the For-
midable, had arrived abreast of the Téméraire, the latter had
succeeded in clearing her starboard broadside of the Fougueux,
who now lay athwart the Téméraire’s stern, with her head to the
eastward, and consequently with her stern exposed to the raking
fire of the enemy. One or two broadsides were exchanged
between the Téméraire and the ships to windward ; and the fire
from the latter cut away the main and mizen masts of the Fou-
gueux, and killed and wounded some of her people. One
shot also shattered the leg of a midshipman belonging to-the
Téméraire, who had been sent on board the Redoutable to assist
Lieutenant Wallace, and who died the same evening, after having
undergone amputation by the French surgeon.

A great deal of odium has been cast by the English journals
and even by grave historical works, upon Rear-admiral Duma-
noir, for having fired upon the French and Spanish prizes in his
passage to windward of the fleets. Admitting the inatility of the
act to be an argument (its “barbarity” is none, because the
prisoners ought to have been stationed below) against the pro-
priety of its ‘adoption, it surely was the duty of the French
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admiral to fire at, and injure as much as he could, the differen
British ships within the reach of his guns. In his letter to the
editor of the Gibraltar Chronicle, whose gross inaccuracy on
another point we shall soon have to expose, M. Dumanoir
gositively denies that he intentionally fired at the prizes; but

ow, let us ask, was it possible for the shot to pass clear of
them, when, in some instances, they lay within less than their
own length of, and, in others, absolutely masked, the ships that
had captured them ?

The hauling to windward of M. Dumanoir afforded to the
Minotaur and Spartiate an opportunity which, as the two rear-
most ships of Sle weather column, they would otherwise have
sought in vain. At about 3 h. 10 m. p.m., having hauled close
on the larboard tack, the Minotaur and Spartiate lay to with
their main topsails to the masts, and exchanged broadsides in

sing with the Formidable, Duguay-Trouin, Mont-Blanc, and

ipion, and, as the Neptuno was considerably astern, succeeded
in cutting her off. At 4 p. . the two British 74s wore, and got
close alongside of the Spanish 80 ; who, after defending herself
in the most gallant manner, surrendered at about 5h. 10 m. ».m.
with the loss of her mizenmast and fore and main topmasts, and
with, no doubt, a serious loss in men, although it has not been
recorded. Having been captured directly to windward of the
Téméraire and her two prizes, the Neptuno drifted upon and fell -
on board the former. This gave rise to the extraordinary mistake
contained in Lord Collingwood’s official despatch, reKresenting
that the Téméraire had been boarded by a French ship on one
side and a Spaniard on the other.

The Minotaur had her foretopsail yard shot away; and both
she and the Spartiate had their masts, yards, and rigging in
-general a good deal damaged. The Minotaur had three seamen

illed, her boatswain (James Robinson), one midshipman (John
Samuel Smith), 17 seamen, and three marines wounded; and
the Spartiate had also three seamen killed, and her boatswain
(John Clarke), two midshipmen (Henry Bellairs and Edward
- Knapman), 16 seamen, and one marine wounded. A great pro-

ortion of the loss suffered by these two ships was no doubt
mflicted by the Neptuno; who, as the Intrépide was the last
French, was herself the last Spanish, ship that struck to the
British on this eventful day. We have still some arrears to
bring up in the lee column, a task we shall hasten to execute. -

It was about 2 p. M, when the Dreadnought got into action
with the San-Juan Nepomuceno, then surrounded by the Prin-
cipe-de-Asturias, San-Justo, and a French 80-gun ship, the
Indomptable: In about 15 minutes the Dreadnought ran on
board of and captured the San-Juan ; who had previously been
engaged by the Tonnant, Bellerophon, Defiance, and some
other ships,.and was nearly in a defenceless state, Without, as
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it would appear, staying to take possession of the Spanish 74,
the Dreadnought pursued and fired at the Spanish three-decker;
but, after the exchange of two or three broadsides, a shot from
one of which struck off the left arm of Admiral Gravina, the
Principe-de-Asturias made sail and effected her escape.

The Dreadnought had her masts cut with shot, but nene
carried away : her loss amounted to six seamen and one marine
" killed, and one lieutenant (James L. Lloyd), two midship-
men (Andrew M‘Culloch and James Sabbin), 19 seamen, and
four marines wounded. Besides being dismasted, the San-Juan
Nepomuceno was much shattered in her hull, and sustaived a
loss, as represented, of nearly 300 in killed and wounded, in-.
cluding among the mortally wounded her gallant commander.

Having yawed to starboard to allow the Dreadnought to pass
on to the gpanish three-decker, then the rearmost enemy’s ship
by two, the Polyphemus attempted to haul up again; but,
finding the English Swiftsure close upon her larboard quarter,
she was obliged to wait until the latter passed ahead. It was at
about 3 h. 26a. ». 91, that the English Swiftsure, having passed
the Belleisle’s stern, opened her upon the French Achille ;
who, passing along the larboard beam of the Belleisle, edged
away to the south-east, followed and engaged by the former.
The Swiftsure presently succeeded in crossing her opponent’s
stern and in getting to leeward of her ;¥ when the Polyphemus,
who had pecoised @ heavy fire fiom the French Neptane, in

ssing between the latter and the Belleisle, advanced on the

rench Achille’s weather quarter. In about 40 minutes after
the Swiftsure had commenced the action with the Achille, the
latter, baving had her mizenmast and fore yard shot away, and
having also caught fire in the fore top, ceased engaging, and, as
it appeared to the Polyphemus, waved a union jaek at her star-
board cathead. The Polyphemus then stood away to assist the
Defence in engaging the g&n—-lldefonso, but who struck before
the Polyphemus got up; and the Prince threo-decker bore
down between the French Achille and English Swiftsure, just as
the latter, considering the Achille a beaten ship, was hauling off
to seek a more worthy opponent. But the business of the day,
at this end of the line at least, was now nearly over. .

The Swiftsure had her mizen topmast shot away, and mizen-
mast badly wouunded, and lost seven seamen and two marines
killed, and one midshipman (Alexander Bell Handcock), six
seamen, and one marine wounded, The Polyphemus had her
main and main top masts badly wounded, her spanker-booms ent
through, and ene lowerdeck gun disabled, but escaped with the
slight loes of two men killed and fowr wounded.

While the Reveuge was attempting to pass thwough the

* See disgram at p. 48, whers the tracks croms.
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enemy’s line, and just es she had put her helm a-port, to place
herself athwart hawse of the Aigle,* the latter’s jib-boom
caught the mizen topsail of the former; and, before the two
ships got clear, the Revenge was enabled to pourinto the Aigle’s
bows two deliberate broadsides. The Revenge then stood on,
and, while hauling up on the larboard tack, received a tre-
meudous fire into her lee quarter from the Principe-de-Asturias ;
who, in conjunction with three two-deckers, probably the Nep-
tune, Indomptable, and San-Justo, nearly fresh ships from the
centre, continued cannonading the Revenge, until the Dread-
nought and Thunderer came up and engaged the Spanish three-
decker. The latter, who, it appears, would suffer no British
ship to get to leeward of her, soon afterwards bore away, along
with the most efficient of .the ships in her company. -

The exposed situation of the Revenge had occasioned her
dsmages and loss of men to be very severe. Her bow-
sprit, thme lower masts, main topmast, and gaff were badly
wounded : she bad received nine sgot below the copper; her
stern, transoms, and timbers, and several beams, knees, riders,
and iron standards, were very mwch wounded, and so was her
hull generally. She bad several chain-plates shot away, several
of her lowerdeck ports destroyed, and three of her gems dis-
mounted. With respect to the loss, the Revenge had two mid-
shipmen (Thomas Grier and Edward F. Brooks), 18 sean, and
eight marines killed, and her captain, master (Luke Broken-
shaw), one lieutenant (John Berry), one captain of marines
(Peter Lily), 38 seamen, and nines marines wounded.

At about 2 h. 30 m. p. M. the Defence commenced firing at
the Berwick ; who, in less than half an hour, hauled off and
‘was engaged, as already stated, by the Achille.4 The Defence,
shortly afterwards, began engaging the San-Ildefonso, and, at
the end of an hour’s action, compelled the Spanish ship to
strike. The Defence had her mainmast shot through and
wounded in several places, her gaff cut in two, and her lower
and topmast rigging much injured : she had, also, several hang-
ing knees and chain-plates carried away, one shot-hole through
the knee of the head, and five between wind and water. Her
loss amounted to four seamen and three marines killed, and 23
seamen and six marines wounded. The San-Ildefonso, having
been engaged by one or two other British ships before the
Defence arrived up, had suffered greatly in masts, rigging and
hull, and lost a full third of her crew in killed and wounded.

It was sbout 3 P.m. when, having bore up to assist the
Revenge, the Thunderer wore athwart the hawse of the Principe-
de-Asturias, and having raked ber distantly, brought to on the
starboard tack. In about five minutes the French Neptune
eame to the assistance of the Spanish three-decker (into whom

'leemondutof!gumkxdhgnnatp.,n.. + 8ee p. 58,
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the Dreadnought was now firing), and engaged the Thunderer
for a short time ; when these two ships, with most of the others
near them bore up and made off. The Thunderer’s main and
mizen masts and bowsprit had a shot in each, but otherwise her
damages were not material. Her loss amounted to two seamen
and two marines killed, and one master’s mate ¢(John Snell), one
midshipman (Alexander Galloway), nine seamen, and one
marine wounded. The Principe-de-Asturias, at the time she
bore up to escape, had been partially engaged by the Revenge
and Defiance, and had received two broadsides from the Prince,
in addition to the contest she had previously maintained with
the Dreadnought and other British ships: hence her damages and
loss were comparatively severe. .None of the Spanish thrée-
decker's masts appear to have been shot away, but that all
were more or less damaged may be inferred from the fact, that
her main and mizen masts were unable to withstand the gale
that ensued. The loss sustained by the Principe-de-Asturias
amounted toa lieutenant and 40 men killed, and 107 men badly
wounded, including Admiral Gravina himself, as already men-
tioned, in the left arm (which was afterwards amputated, but
too late to save his life), and some other officers. .

Finding her rigging and sails too much cut to enable her to
follow the Principe-de-Asturias, the Defiance stood for the Aigle,
whose crippled state had prevented her from making sail. At
about 3 P.M. the Defiance ran alongside of the Aigle, lashed
the latter to herself, boarded her with little resistance, got pos-
session of the poop and quarterdeck, hauled down the French
colours, and hoisted the English in their stead ; when, suddenly,
80 destructive a fire of mus%xetry was opened upon the boarders
from the forecastle, waist, and tops of the Aigle, that the British,
before they had been well five minutes in {possession of their
prize, were glad to quit her and escape back to their ship.

As soon as the lashings were cut loose, the Defiance sheered
off to a half-pistol-shot distance, and there Kept up so well-
directed a cannonade that, in less than 25 minutes, the Aigle,
the fire from whose great guns had also been nobly maintained,
called for quarter, and was presently taken quiet possession of.
The Defiance afterwards took possession of the San-Juan Nepo-
muceno ; which ship, besides her crippled state from the previous
attacks she had sustained, had already surrendered to the Dread-
nought. On the coming up, therefore, of the latter ship, Cap-
tain Durham sent the San-.r uan’s captain and officers to her.

The Defiance had her bowsprit and fore and main masts shot
through in the centre of each, also her mizenmast, three top-
masts, jib and driver booms, and gaff wounded: her riggin
and sails were likewise much cut, and her hull atruck wit|
shot in several places. She had one licutenant . (Thomas
Simens), her boatswain (William Forster), one midshipman
(James Williamson), eight seamen, and six marines killed, and
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her captain (slightly), two master’s mates (James Spratt and
Robert Browne), two midshipmen (John Hodge and Edmund
Andrew Chapman), 39 seamen, and nine marines wounded.
The Aigle, althouggx her principal masts do not appear to have
been shot away, had received several shot through them, and
was otherwise much disabled. Her hull was pierced in every
direction, and her starboard quarter nearly beaten in. The
Aigle had been successively engaged by six or seven British
ships, and had conducted herself in the most gallant manner.
Her loss amounted to about 270 in killed and wounded, in-
cluding several of her officers.

Of the 19 ships composing the combined rear, 11 have been
captured, and seven have quitted the line and run to leeward ;
thus leaving one ship only, the French Achille, whose fate
remains to be shown, This ship, in her successive encounters
with the English Achille, Belleisle, Swiftsure, and Polyphemus,
had lost her mizenmast, main topmast, and fore yard, and
having since, owing, in all probability, to her swivels or musketry
there, caught fire in her fore top, was without the means of
extinguishing the flames on account of the destruction of her
engine by the enemy’s shot. The only alternative left was to
cut away the mast. At 4h. 30 m. P, M., while the crew were
Ereparing to do this, so that it might fall clear of the ship, a

roadside from the Prince cut the mast in two at about its centre ;
and the wreck, with its flaming top, fell directly upon the boats
in the waist. These soon caught fire, and so in succession did
the decks below.

After the discharge of one or two broadsides, the Prince
discovered the accident that had befallen her antagonist, and,
wearing, hove to, and in company with the Swiftsure, sent her
boats to save as many as possible of the French Achille’s crew:
in which laudable attempt, soon afterwards, the Pickle schooner
and Entreprenante cutter zealously emFloyed themselves. This
was a dangerous service, on account of the French ship’s y
when heated discharging their contents. The Swiftsure’s boats
had two or three men killed and wounded in consequence.
The Achille had already suffered a heavy loss in killed and
wounded, including among the latter her captain and the prin-
cipal part of her officers ; leaving not a doubt, that the ship had
most gallantly conducted herself throughout the engagement.

It was at about 5 h. 45m. p.m. that the Achille exploded, and
with her perished her then commanding-officer, Enseigne de
vaisseau &iarles-Alexandre Cauchard, and a great portion of
her crew. It may be,as the French say, that the Achille at this
time had her coﬂmrs flying ; but the ship certainly bad, two
hours before, made signs of submission, and was, in consequence,
spared by the British ship (Polyphemus) then in action with
her. The damages of the Prince consisted of a shot in her
bowsprit, three shots in her foremast, and the same in her mizen-
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mast; but she experienced the singular good fortune, as a ship
of this fleet, not to have a man of her crew injured.

We have now, according to the best information in our power,

ne through the details of each British ship’s proceedings in
the battle of Trafalgar. Should justice not have been done to
the exertions of any particular ship on this glorious occasion,
we hope it will be attributed, rather to the confused manner in
which the attack, the latter part of it especially, was carried on,
than to any deficiency of research in us. How far the published
accounts on either side are calculated to guide the historian, has
already in part appeared, and will be more fully shown when
some of those accounts pass under review. As to the acconnts
furnished exclusively for this work by individuals present in the
battle, mach as we, and through us the public, owe to them,
they are, in many instances, imperfect, obscure, and even con-
tradictory. Nor can it be wondered at, considering how each
officer’s attention must have been absorbed in the immediate
duties of his station; and how few yards,beyond the side of his
own ship, the smoke of so many combatants would permit him
to see.

According to the official returns the aggregate loss in killed
and wounded on the part of the British amounted to 1690 ;*
of which amount about six sevenths, or 1452, fell to the share
of 14 out of the 27 ships in the fleet. With a few exce})tions,
the ships so suffefing were in the van of their respective columns.
This was a consequence of the peculiar mode of attack adopted
by Lord Nelson, coupled with the fall of the breeze after the
firing had begun. For instance, the leading ships of each
column, as they approached within gun-shot of the combined
fleet, were exposed to the deliberate and uninterrupted fire of
seven or eight ships drawn up in line ahead, without being able,
until nearly on board of them to bring & gun to bear in return,
The moment the former did begin to engage, the French and
Spanish ships closed for mutual support; whereby the latter
not only prevented each other from firing at such of the British
ships as were still bearing down, but became too seriously
occupied with close antagonists, to bestow much attention upon
distant ones. '

We regret our inability to particularize as usual, the loss
sustained{; the ships of the Franco-Spanish fleet. Of the many

* The following is a recapitulation of the loss of men and masts sustained
by the British fleet, the ships of each column being ranged in the order in
which they appear to have bore down to the attack. The masts “left tottering,”
actually fell, or were taker down a day or two after the action. Besi
these, many its, masts, yards, and topmasts, were badly wounded, and
subsequently rep! by new ones. A column has been added, with the
names, as accurately as we have been able to get them, of the officers acting as
first, second, third, and fourth lieutenants of the Victory, first and second of
the Royal-Sovereign, and first of theships remaining, at the cloge of the battles
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that were captured, not one has her loss stated in the British
official aceount; and neithet the French nor the Spaniards,
except in the case of the Redoutable and of one or two Spanish
ships, have published any returns. It is therefore impossible
for us to do more than point to the effects of the British shot
upon the majority of the French and Spanish ships, deducible
from the state of their masts and rigging already so fully
described ; leaving it to be inferred, that the antagonist of a
British ship seldom has her masts shot away, until her hull has
been greatly shattered, and a Iarge proportion of her crew killed
or disabled.

While the British ships are securing their prizes, and getting
the latter and themselves into a state to keep the sea ; and while .
the more fortunate of the French and Spanish ships are profitin
by the occasion to effect their escape from the scene of so mac
disaster, we will conduct the reader to the cockpit of the Victory,
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where lay the chief hero of this triumphant day eking out the last
remnant of that life’s blood, which he had so often before lavishly
shed in the cause of his country. The manner in which Lord
Nelson received his wound has already been described. ¢ The
ball,” emphatically adds Doctor Beatty and who states that he
has it still in his possession, ¢ was not fired from a rifle piece:”
and yet Messieurs Clarke and M‘Arthur, and after them Mr.
Soutlz’ey, have since declared, that the Redoutable and all the
French ships had riflemen in their tops, and that it was one of
these who aimed at and wounded Lord Nelson.* With marked
.lliberality too, the gentlemen exult over the supposed death of
“ the fellow ;4 who at least did his duty on the occasion, and
none sooner than the noble victim would have been ready to
acknowledge it. A French writer, well known in England for
his general accuracy and candour, says, “ Dans la Vie de Nelson,
écrite par Southey, panégyristesalarié¢ de la cour de I’Angleterre,
sous le nom de poéte lauréat, il est dit qu’au combat de Tra-
falgar Nelson fut tué par un des arquebusiers tyroliens, apostés
pour tirer sur lui. C’est une grossiére imposture: il n’y avait
pas un seul Tyrolien sur notre flotte; il n’y avait pas méme
d’armes carabinées.”’}

 While the men,” says Doctor Beatty, * were carrying him.-
(Lord Nelson) down the ladder from the middle deck, his lord-
ship observed that the tiller-ropes were not yet replaced : and
desired one of the midshgunen stationed there to go upon the
quarterdeck and remind Captain Hardy of that circumstance,
and request that new ones should be immediately rove. Having
delivered this order, he took his handkerchief from his pocket
and covered his face with it, that he might be conveyed to the
cockpit at this crisis unnoticed by the crew.”§

Although the very unlikely circumstance, that a practised
seaman, like Lord Nelson, would expect the tiller-ropes to have
been rove when the wheel was shot away and the ship foul of
another, coupled with the fact that no orders to that effect
reached the second in command, renders it doubtful if any
remark was made by his lordship about the tiller-ropes, or even
about the relieving tackles, the usual substitutes when the wheel
is gone, the covering of his face and stars with his handkerchief
(of which there is no doubt), lest the crew of the Victory should
be disheartened at the sight of the bleeding bedy of him upon
whom they justly reckoned so much, proved that even the pan
of death could not weaken the interest which the hero felt in
the final success of the day.

“ It must occur to the reader,” says Doctor Beatty, “that

# Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii., pp. 445, 449.
+ %outhey, vol. ii.,.mﬁ.a G B

upin’s Voyage rande Bretagne, tome iv., p. 10.
} Beatty’s Narrative, p. 35. e "P
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from the nature of the scene passing in the cockpit, and the
noise of the guns, the whole of his lordship’s expressions could
not be.botne in mind, nor even distinctly heard, by the different
persons attending him.* Doctor Beatty has not, however,
scrupled to give to the world every disjointed sentence, every
half-uttered word, which he or his relaters could catch from the
lips of a dying, and at times, such was the intensity of his suf-
ferings, irrational man. Our strictures upon the conduct of Lord
Nelson in the bay of Naples show, that we would blink nothing
which we considered to ge the fair subject of historical obser-
vation ; but we should have rejected as matters irrelevant to the
subject, the rhapsodies of a disordered mind: more especially,
when the subject to-which they related was wholly of a pri~
vate, and, compared with passing events, of an uninteresting
nature.

Doctor Beatty’s narrative having gone through two editions
and having been cousidered authentic, the objectionable circu-
lation of private remarks has been much increased by other
authors having transferred them to their R;ges and under which
the press, in reference especially to Messieurs Clarke and
M¢‘Arthur’s two ponderous volumes, may be said to have
groaned. To our increased regret, a slight mistake, which we
made, but hastened to correct and apologize for, has been the
ostensible cause of the appearance, very recently, of a third
edition of Doctor Beatty’s doubtless well infended, but much
misnamed, “ tribute of respect to the memory of the departed
hero.” The discrepancy, that exists between our present and
our former account of the Victory’s proceedings in the battle of
Trafalgar, shows how much we erred, in relying upon the
accuracy of statements which, as emanating from an officer of
the ship, we took to be authentic. In justice to ourselves we
must observe, that it was owing to cauges over which we had no
control, and not to any lack of exertion in collecting facts, that
the whole of the amended statements now given did not appear
in the first edition of this work.

After Lord Nelson had been laid upon a purser’s bed on the
deck of the cockpit, he was stripped of his clothes, for the pur-
pose of having the wound examined and the course of the ball
probed. The “surgeon soon ascertained that the wound was
mortal ; and Lord Nelson himself appears, from the first, to have
entertained a similar opinion. His sufferings from pain and
thirst were manifestly great. ¢ He frequentlg called for drink,
and to be fanned with paper, making use of these words : ¢ Fan,
fan,” and ¢ Drink, drink.’” He kept constantly pushing away
the sheet, the sole covering upon him ; and one attendant was as
constantly employed in drawing it up again over his slender

# Beatty's Narrative, p. 52
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limbs and emaciated body. This recklessness about exposing
his n afforded astrorg proof of the injury done to his
intellect ; - and well would 1t have been Lord Nelson’s
memory, had the listeners around his dying couch
discernment enough to distinguish, and friendship enough (as
writers) to separate, the irrelevant utterings of a ‘mind in a
paroxysm of delirium, from the patriotic effusions of the same
mind, when lit up, for a moment or so, by a ray of returning
Teason.
. In about an hour and 10 minutes after Lord Nelson had
received his wound, or at about 2 h. 35 m. p. a., Captain Hardy
found a moment’s leisure from his anxious duty on deck to
comply with the frequently repeated request of the admiral,
conveyed through the surgeon, to visit him in the cockpit.
“ They shook hands affectionately, and Lord Nelson said:.
¢ Well, Hardy, how goes the battle? How goes the day with
us ?’—* Very well, my lord,” replied Captain Hardy: ¢ we have
got 12 or 14 of the enemy’s ships in our possession; but five of
their van have tacked, and show an intention of bearing down
upon the Victory. I have therefore called two or three of our
fresh ships round us, and have no doubt of giving them a drub-
bing.’—*1 hope,’ said his lordship, ¢ none of our ships have
struck, Hardy.’—¢ No, my lord,’ replied Captain Hardy; * there
is no fear of that” Lord Nelson then said: ¢ I am a dead man
Hardy. I am going fast: it will be gl over with me soon.” *¥
Captain Hardy, in a minute or two, returned to the deck.
Soon afterwards the Victory opened her larboard guns upon
Rear-admiral Dumanoir’s squatrreon passing to windward, and
fired a few of her foremost starboard guns at the Swiftsure, then
preparing to rake the Colossus.t -The concussion of the firi
so affected Lord Nelson, that, apostrophizing his ship, he called
out: “ Oh, Victory, Victory, how you distract my poor brain !’
Then adding, after a short pause, “ How dear is life to all men!”
M. Dumanoir’s ships passing on to the southward, and the
Orion ranging up athwart the Swiftsure’s stern, the Victory
ceased her fire; and, after an interval of about 50 minutes from
the conclusion of his former visit, Captain Hardy descended a
second time to the cockpit. “ Lord Nelson and Captain Hardy
shook hands again ; and while the captain retained his lord-
ship’s hand, he congratulated him, even in the arms of death, on
his brilliant victory; which, he said, was complete, though he
did not know how many of the enemy were captured, as it was
impossible to perceive every ship distinctly. He was certain,
however, of 14 or 15 having surrendered. His lordship
answered, ¢ That is well, but I bargained for 20;” and then em~
phatically exclaimed, ¢ Anchor, Hardy, anchor ’—¢ I suppose,

* Beatty’s Narrative, p. 42, 4 See diagram at p. 71.
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my lord, Admiral Colli will mow take upon himself the
direction of affairs’—* Not while I live, I hope, Hardy,’ cried
the dying chief; and at that moment endeavoured ineffectually
to raise himself from the bed. ¢ No,’ added he, ¢ do you aachor,
Hardy. Captain Hardy then said, ¢ Shall we make the signal,
sir ’—¢ Yes,’” answered his lordship, ¢ for, if I live, I'll anchory
meaning,” adds the doctor in a note, * that in case of his lord-
ship’s surviving till all resistance on the part of the enemy had
ceased, Captain Hardy was then to anchor the British fleet and
prizes, if it should be found practicable.”* Captain Hardy
remained with the dying chief in all about thres (not ¢ eight”+)
minates. In about a quarter of an hour after the captain had
quitted the cockpit, Lord Nelson became sEeechless; and, great .
as must have been his previous sufferings, he expired without a
straggle or a groan at, by the Victory’s time, 4h. 30 m. p. M.,
or, according to the time we have thought it preferable to use,
about ten minutes or a quarter of an hour later.}

The moment it was announced to him that Lord Nelson
was no more, and not previously as stated by Doctor Beatty,§
Captain Hardy directed Lieutenant Alexander Hilis to take the

t, the only remaining boat, proceed in ber to the Royal-
vereign, and acquaint Vice-admiral Collingwood, not that
Lord Nelson was actually dead, but, to save the feelings of a
dear friend of the deceased, that he was mortally or dangerously
wounded. Shortly afterwards Captain Blackwood came on
board the Victory, to inquire after the safety of his friend and
patron, and then learnt the first tidiags of Lord Nelson’s wound
and death. Captain Hardy, soon afterwards, embarking with
Captain Blackwood in the Euryalus’s boat, went himself to
acquaint Vice-admiral Collingwood with what had really hap-
ned, as well as to deliver to the new commander-in-chief Lord
Nelson’s dying request, that, for their preservation in reference
to the shore and the prospect of a gale, the fleet and prizes, as
8oon as was ticable, might be brought to an anchor. Bosom
friends as they always had been, Nelson and Collingwood were
diametrically opposed in their plans of proceeding ; as was most

* Beatty’s Narrative, p. 47. + Tbid,, p. 49.

1 Doctor Beatty's official report of the course and site of the ball, as ascer~
tained since death, will be found in the Appendix, No. 8. .

The editor of this new edition differs greatly in opinion with Mr. James,
relative to the suppression of all the conversation related by Beatty. Surely .
there was no wamgring of thought when Nelson re umte({ “ that his carcass
might be sent to England, and not thrown o ” And when after the
ejaculation of « Oh, Victory, Victory 1” he added, “ How dear is life to all
men.” That his last wish was for his cou is beyond a doubt; but the
human heart may retain feelings of affection for those it loved, and who loved
it, and find a relief in its expression, although dying on a bed of glory, wrapped
in the arms of victory. -
. § Beatty's Namrative, p. 46, . g
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evident when the latter exclaimed: “ Anchor the fleet? Why,
it is the last thing I should have thought of.” Accordingly it
was not done, and the consequences followed, which we shall
presently have to relate.

To die in the arms of victory is, of all deaths, that which a
true warrior most covets. What then was there so.particularly
to deplore in the death of Lord Nelson? Had he survived the
battle, he would perhaps have passed some 15 or 20 years in in-
glorious inactivity ; for nothing more, and certainly nothing
greater, was left for him to do. His time come, he would have
died, not on a midshipman’s pallet in the cockpit of the Victory,
but on a down bed in a chamber of his seat at ngerton. What a
contrast! Lord Nelson’s friends, strictly such, did probably
wish a slight modification in the manner of his death—that he
had died on the spot where he had fallen, and where he wished
he had remained, the Victory’s quarterdeck, and that the only
words heard from his lips had been the last which he actually
uttered :—* I have done my duty ; I praise God for it.”

As, in bestowing our humble tribute of praise upon the pro-
fessional character of Lord Nelson, we may not, after all that has
been written upon the subject, be able to steer clear of plagiarism,
we shall be contented with transcribing three, as they appear to
us, not less eloquently than justly drawn opinions. Tie first,
penned by an ﬁnglishman and a friend to the deceased ; the
second, either by, or for, the author of a contemporary work ;
and the third, by a Frenchman who, if not personally an enemy
of the British admiral, belonged to a nation whose brightest
hopes had been humbled by repeated acts of his skill and valour,
by the last act in particular.

“Thus,” says Doctor Beatty, “died this matchless hero,
after performing in a short but brilliant and well-filled life, a
series of naval exploits, unexampled in any age of the world.
None of the sons of fame ever possessed greater zeal to promote
the honour and interest of his king and country; none ever
gerved them with more devotedness and glory, or with more
successful and important results. His character will for ever
cast a lustre over the annals of this nation, to whose enemies his
very name was a terror. In the battle off Cape St.-Vincent,
though then in the subordinate station of a captain, his unpre-

" cedented personal prowess will long be recorded with admiration
among his profession. The shores of Aboukir and Copenhagen
subsequently witnessed those stupendous achievements which
struck the whole civilized world with astonishment. Still these
were only preludes to the battle of Trafalgar; in which he shone
with a majesty of dignity as far surpassing even his own former
renown, as that renown had already exceeged every thing else to
be found in the pa§es of naval history; the transcendentlir
brightest star in a galaxy of heroes. His splendid example will
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operate as an everlasting impulse to the enterprising genius of
the British navy.”*

“ Thus,” says Captain Brenton, “ fell the greatest sea officer,
of this or any other nation, recorded in history; his talents, his
courage, his fidelity, his zeal, his love for hisrzing and country,
were exceeded by none. Never had any man the happy intuitive
faculty, of seizing the moment of propitious fortune, equal to
Nelson. His whole career, from his earliest entrance into the
service, offers to the youth of the British navy the most illus-
trious examples of every manly virtue; whether we view him as
a midshipman, a lieutenant, as the captain of a frigate, or a
commander-in-chief. - We have seen him, as captain of the
Agamemnon, in Larma bay, writing his despatches while his
ship lay aground in an enemy’s port; we have seen him, as
captain of a 74-gun ship, on the 14th of February, lay a Spa-
nish first-rate, and an 84-gun ship on board, and with his little
band of heroes rush from ship to ship, and take them both.
Equally great in the hour of defeat as of victory, see him at
Teneriffe with his shattered arm going to the rescue of his com-

anions and saving their lives, while every moment of delay
increased the peril of his own by hemorrhage and exhaustion :
see him walk up the ship’s side—hear him command the surgeon -
to proceed to amputation; and see the fortitude with which he
bore the agonizing pain. Follow him to the Nile, and contem-
})late the destruction of the fleet of France, and the consequent
oss of her vast army led by Buonaparte. How great was his
professional knowledge and decision at Copenhagen, when, de-
spising death, he refused to obey the signal of recal ; because
he knew that by such obedience his country would have been
disgraced, the great object of the expedition frustrated, and
Britain, overpowered by the increased energy of the northern
confederacy, might have sunk under the multiplied force of her
enemies. See him on the same occasion sit down in the midst of
carnage, and address a letter to the Créwn Prince of Denmark,
which, while it gave a victory to his country, added to her glory
by stopping the useless effusion of human blood. We have seen
him the patient, watchful, and anxious guardian of our honour,
in the Mediterranean, where, for two years, he sought an op-
gortunity to engage an enemy of superior force. Three times we

ave seen him pursue the foes of his country to Egypt, and once
to the West Indies. And these great steps he took entirely on
his own responsibility, disregarding any personal consideration,
any calculation of force, or any allurement of gain. Coming at
last to the termination of his glorious career, the end of his life
was worthy of all his other deeds; the battle of Trafalgar will
stand, without the aid of sculpture or painting, the greatest
memorial of British naval valour ever exhibited ; no pen can do

* Beatty’s Narrative, p. 53.
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justice, no description can convey an adequate idea of the glories
%f that day ; andp:;)e event, whgh deprie;led us of our favourite
chief, eonsummmated his earthly fame, and rendered his name for
ever dear to his country. Had not his transcendent virtues been
shaded by a fault, we might have been accused of flattery. No
human being was ever perfect, and however we may regret the
blemish in the affair of Caraciolli, we must ever acknowledge,
that the character of Nelson, as a public servant, is not exceeded
in the history of the world.” *

“ Nelson,” says M. Dupin, “oughtto be held up as a pattern
for admirals, by the extreme pains he took to impress upon his
flag-officers and captains, the spirit of the enterprises which he
resolved to undertake. He unfolded to them his general plan
of operations, and the modifications with which the weather, or
the manceuvres of the enemy, might force him to qualify bis
original design. When once he had explained his system to
the flag and superior officers of his fleet, he confided to them
the charge of acting aceording to circumstances, so as to lead,
in the most favourable manner, to the consummation of the
enterprise thus planned. And Nelson, who was allowed to
choose the eompanions of his glory, possessed the talent and the
happiness to find men worthy of his instruction and confidence ;
they learnt, in action, to supply what had escaped his forethought,
and in suecess, to surpass even his hopes.’*}

Just as the battle with the combined fleet had terminated,
Cape Trafalgar was seen from the Royal-Sovereign, bearing
south-east by east distant eight miles. Hence the name given
to this battle; of which the immediate result, as a French writer,
ot always so liberally disposed, has been brought to admit, was
17 French and Spamish ships captured, and one French ship
bumnt, if not after the flag which she had so long and so galh‘ntly
supEorted had been struck, at least when, an enemy’s three-
decker having attacked her, she had ceased to make resistance,
and when 200 of her officers and men (unfortunately all that
could be saved out of a crew, as deposed by her officers, origin-
ally numbering 700) were being received en board the tenders
of the British fleet. Four other ships, as we have seen, had
hauled to the southward ; and, no four British ships being suffi-
ciently to windward, and at the same time sufficiently perfect in
their rigging and sails, for an immediate pursuit, they effected
their escape. Meanwhile Admiral Gravina, with 11 French and
Spauish ships of the line, and all the smaller vessels, was run-
ning to the north-east. Several of these ships, the Indomptable,
Héros, San-Francisco-de-Asis, and Montanez, in particular,
baving scarcely a hole in their sails, were in excellent order for
fhight. Others were in tow by the frigates; and the whole in the

* Brenton, vol. iii., p. 463,
1 For the original see Appendix, No. 9
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eourse of the night, anchored about a mile and a half from Rota,
mot being able to enter the bay or harbour of Cadiz on account
of the strong south-south-east. wind then blowing in shore.
In the offing, however, the wind was still from the west-south-
west. v
At 6 . m. Vice-admiral Collingwood, now the commander-in-
chief of the British fleet, shifted ns flag to the Euryalus frigate;
and at 6h. 15m. p. M. the latter, taking the Royal-Soverei
in tow, stood off-shore with her. At this time several of the
British ships were more or less dismasted, and very few in a
condition to carry sail; and out of the 27 in the fleet, 14 were
tolerably damaged in bull. Of the 17 prizes, eight were wholly,
and the remainder partially, dismasted. Some of these ships,
too, were nearly in a sinking state, and none were without shat-
tered hulls, 'lzo add to the perilous condition of the British
fleet and prizes, the ships were then in 13 fathoms’ water, with
the shoals of Trafalgar but a few miles to leeward. Fortunately
the wind, which was at west-south-west, and therefore dead on
the shore, blew moderately ; but there was a very uneasy swell,
highly distressing to the ships, particularly the dismasted ones.
At 9 p.m., which was about four hours too late, the vice-admiral
made the signal for the fleet to prepare to anchor. It is stated,
that few of the ships had an anchor to let go, their cables having
been cut by shot. Towards midnight.the wind veered to south-
south-west, and freshened considerably. Taking immediate
advantage of this favourable change, the vice-admiral made the
signal for the ships to wear with their heads to the westward.
Four of the dismasted prizes, in proof that their cables would
hold, had previously anchored off Cape Trafalgar. The remain-
g ships wore, as directed, and drifted to seaward.

On the 22d, at 8 a.m., the Euryalus cast off the Royal-
Sovereign, and signalled the Neptune to take the latter in tow.
In the course of the forenoon the vice-admiral issued a general
order of thanks to the officers and men of the fleet for their
valour and skill in the action ; and he also ordered a day to be
appointed for returning thanks to God for the success which had
attended the British arms. During the whole of this day, the
22d, the wind blew fresh from the southward, with repeated
squalls; but, through the skill and activity of British seamen,
the whole 13 prizes, that remained under way, were got hold
of, and towed towards the appointed rendezvous in the west,
round the Neptune and Royal-Sovereign.

At 5 ».m. the Redoutable, in tow by the Swiftsure, being
actually sinking, hoisted a signal of distress. The latter ship
immedtately sent her boats, and brought off part of the prize-
crew, and about 120 Frenchmen, which were as many as the

- boats would contain. At 10h. 30 m. p.x. the Redoutable being
with her stern entirely under water, the Swiftsure cut herself
clear. At about midmght the wind shifted to north-west, and
still blew a gale. At § h. 30 m. A. M. on the 23d, attracted by
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the cries of the people, the Swiftsure, who had wore to the
southward, again sent her boats, and, from three rafts which the
French crew, amidst a dreadful night of wind, rain, and lightning,
had constructed from the spars of their sunken ship, saved 50
more of the sufferers: making a total of about 170, including 70-
out of the 222 described as wounded.* Captain Lucas had been
previously removed to the Téméraire. The remaining survivors.
of the Redoutable’s late officers and crew, and 13 of the Témé~
raire’s, and five of the Swiftsure’s men, perished in her.

Other. casualties were the consequence of this night’s gale.
The Fougueux, having on board, besides a great portion of her-
late crew, 30 men belonging to the Téméraire drifted on the
tocks between Torre-Bermeja and the river Sancti-Petri, and
was totally wrecked, with the loss of all on board, except about
25 persons.

hen the Algésiras parted from the Tonnant,} the situation
of Lieutenant Bennett and his small party was critical in the
extreme.  The ship had lost all three masts nearly by the
board. Her hull had been much battered by shot ; Zut, so far
fortunately, no holes were below the water line. Of her anchors
the two at the bows were all that remained : one of these was
broken in the shank, and the stock of the other shot nearly away.
On board the Algésiras at this time, including 40 or 50 wounded,
were about 600 Frenchmen ; and the whole of these were to be
kept in subjection by 50 British. The prisoners were sent
below, and the gratings secured over them. It was then found
that not a man could be spared from guarding the hatchways,
to rig jurymasts and endeavour to work the ship off a lee-
shore ; nor was there any chance of being taken in tow, the few
British ships near at hand being almost 1n as dismasted a state
as the prize.

In this state was passed the whole of the blowing night of the
21st; and the morning of the 22d found the Algésiras separated
from the British fleet, and drifting bodily towards the rocky
shore to the northward of Cape Trafalgar. On the evening of
that day, being three miles only to windward of the spot where.
the Fougueux was then beating to pieces, Lieutenant Bennett
ordered the hatches to be taken off, to afford to the French
crew an opportunity of saving the lives of the 650 beings whose.
existence was now at stake. The French crew rushed on deck,
and, after confining Lieutenant Bennett and his party in the.
after-cabin, began to rig jurymasts. Three topgallantmasts.
were soon stepped, and some small sails set upon them. With
the aid of these, the Algésiras bent her head to the northward,-
and presently brought the port of Cadiz about two points on
her lee bow. The ship, however, still continued in so unma-
nageable a state, owing to the strength of the wind, and the
frequent blowing away o% the sails, that she barely trailed along -

* See p. 64, - + See p. 50.
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the shore clear of the rocks. At length the Algésiras reached:
Cadiz; and, to the credit of those whose prisoners they then
were, Lieutenant Bennett and his 49 companions were allowed
to return to their friends outside in one of the two French
frigates which, by Vice-admiral Collingwood’s permission gra<
tuitously conveyed to the governor of Andalusia, the Marquess
of Solano, went with a flag of truce to receive, upon the usual
conditions’ of not serving again till exchanged, the wounded
Spaniards found on board the captured ships. In return for
this courtesy, the Spanish governor offered the use of the Cadiz’
hospitals for the British wounded, and pledged the honour of
- Spain that they should be carefully attended.

The Bucentaure, another hull, having on board Lieutenant
Richard Spear and a party of men from the Conqueror, by
whom, amidst the severity of the gale, a vain attempt had beeni
made to take her in tow, drifted towards the shore, and was
compelled for safety to anchor near the castle of San-Sebastian.
On the following day, the 22d, the Bucentaure was wrecked on
the Puerques; but her crew were all, or the greater part, saved,
including the British. These were taken out of the wreck by
the boats of one of the -French frigates ; and, notwithstanding
that the Gibraltar Chronicle, of November 9, in this year, con=
tains a long paragraph, filled with abuse of the ¢ dastardly
French,”” the “infamous and cowardly crew of the frigate,” for
alleged ill-treatment of the British taken out of the Bucentaure,
the latter, by their own acknowledgment, were treated with
humanity and kindness. Unfortunately, the co-authors of the
¢ Life of Nelson,” with reckless haste, have copied into their’
pages* the atrocious falsehood ; and, to give additional currency
to a statement so accordant with their repeatedly exgressed sen-
timents towards the French, Messieurs Clarke and M‘Arthur
have omitted to add, that they took the paragraph from the
columns of a newspaper. .

The north-westerly wind, that blew on the morning of the
23d, being fair for quitting his anchorage at the bay or entrance
of the outer harbour of Cadiz, Captain Cosmao-Kerjulien, the:
senior French officer in the port, weighed and made sail, with the.
Pluton, inefficient as she was, Indomptable, Neptune, Rayo,
and San-Francisco-de-Asis, the five frigates, and the two brgs,
hoping to be able to recapture some of the remaining prize-
hulls, then driving about the coast. It is doubtful if any of the
remaining six French and Spanish ships in Cadiz, unless it was
the Héros and Montanez, were in a state to put to sea. At all
events the Principe-de-Asturias and San-Leandro had each
rolled away their main and mizen masts soon after anchor'u{g on
the night of the 21st. Nor could Admiral Gravina, as Vice~
admiral Collingwood supposed, have commanded the squadron,
s he was then suffering the pains of a mortal wound. :
. Soon after the above five sail of the line, five frigates, and

* Clarke and M¢Arthur, vol. ii., p. 456,
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two brigs bad sailed out, the wind shifted to the west-south-
- west, and blew with extreme violence, raising such a sea, that
most of the prizes broke their tow- and drifting far to
leeward, were in part only again seeur:{u’ The Franco-Spanish
wadron making its appearance about noon, the most efficient
of the British line-of-battle ships cast off the hulls of which
they had with so much difficulty recovered possession, and by
3 r.M. were formed in line, to the number of 10 sail, between-
the greater part of those prizes and the ships of M. Cosmao.
The odds were far too great for the French commodore; even
had the wind been in his favour, to venture within gun-shet ;
but his frigates soon effected the principal object for which he
had sailed out: they recaptured the Santa-Ana and Neptuno,
and carried both safe into port. The recapture of the twa
Spanish prizes was not, however, without its alloy. On the 24th
the fine ;rench 80-gun ship Indomptable was wrecked off the
town of Rota, situated on the north-west point of the bay
of Cadz. Unfortunately the IndomFtable had on board, m
addition to her own, the survivors of the Bucentaure’s crew,
amounting to nearly 500 men ; making in all, 1100 er 1200
souls, of whom not more than 100 are represented to have been
saved. The San-Francisco-de-Asis parted her cables, and went
on shore in Cadiz bay, near Fort Santa-Catalina: her crew,
except & small ion, were saved. The Rayo, three-decker,
another of M. Cosmeo’s squadron, not being able to enter
Cadiz bay, anchored off San-Lucar, a town-at the mouth of the
river Guadalquivir, a few leagues to the north-west of Rota.
There the Rayo soon rolled away her masts, which had been
previously wounded by shot.

Observing that some of the leewardmost of the prizes were
running for, and had already approached very near to, the
Spanish coast, the Leviathan obtamed leave of the commander-
in-chief to endeavour to bring them to anchor. On the 24th, at
daylight, when standing after the Monarca, the Leviathan dis-
covered the Rayo, with Spanish colours flying, still at an anchor
off the shoals of San-Lucar. At this time the 74-gun ship
])one%a}, Captain Pulteney Malcolm, from Gibraltar,* was
stretching in from the southward, on the larboard tack, with a
moderate breeze from north-west by north, and steering direct
for the Spanish three-decker. At about 10 a.M., just as the
Monarca had got within little more than a mile of the Rayo, who
was at about an equal distance from the Donegal and Leviathan,
the latter fired a shot wide of the Monarea, in order to oblige her
to drop anchor. The shot falling about midway between the
Monarca and the Rayo, the latter, conceiving probably that it
was intended for her, hauled down her colours, and was taken
possession of by the Donegal; who presently anchored along-
side and took out the prisoners. Meanwhile the Leviathan kept
standing on towards the Monarca, and, on boarding her, found

See p. 26.
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that she was m a sinking state. Captain Bugntun, as quickly
as possible, removed all the Englishmen, and nearly the whole*
of the Spaniards. It was well the Leviathan did so, for, in the
gale of the ensming night, the Monarea parted her cable and
went on shore. A simlar fate, a day or two afterwards, at-
tended the Rayo; and, of the 107 officers and men put on beard
by the Donegal, 256 were drowned: the remainder were made
prisoners by the Spaniards.

The supposition that the Franco-Spanish squadron, which had
sailed out of Cadiz on the 22d, consisted of 10, instead of five
sail of the line, was doubtless the reason that as many as 10 sail
of British line-of-battle ships had been ordered to cut adrift
their prizes, and form in order of battle. This untoward cir-
cumstance, and the continuance of bad weather, determined
Vice-admiral Collingwood to destroy all the leewardmost of the
captured ships. Aceordingly the Santisima-Trmidad was
cleared, scuttled, and sunk by the Neptune and Prinee; but,
in spite of every pains to remove the wounded by lowering them
down in eots from the stern and quarter-gallery windows, 28 of
them perished in the ship. The south-west gale inereasing to a
most violent degree, it took several days to collect and anchor
the remaining hulls preparatory to their destruction. Notwith-
standing every exertion was uvsed on the of the Defiance,
the Aigle drifted into Cadiz bay on the mght of the 25th, and
'was stranded on the bar off Port Santa-Maria.

The few remaining prizes were at length anchored between
Cadiz and about six% to the westward of San-Lucar; and
on the 28th the body og the British fleet lay also at anchor to
the north-west of Lucar, the Royal-Severeign without any masts
exeept jury main and mizen ones, and the Mars with main and
mizen masts only, each ship having lost her foremast in the last
severe gale. Between the 28th and 30th the: Intrépide was
burnt by the Britannia, and the San-Augustin by the Leviathan
and Orion ; and the Argonauta was scuttled and sunk by the

"Ajax. Another of the hulls, the Berwick, after having anc red

in apparent safety, was wrecked off San-Lucar, entirely owing
to the frenzied behaviour of a portion of the prisoners who eut
the cables. The Done{al, being at anchor near, cut her cables,
and, standing towards the drifting ship, sent her boats to save
the people on board. This noble proceeding of Captain Mal-
colm was only partially successful, when the Berwick struck.
upon the shoa{s; and in ber perished about 200 persons.

As a practical proof of the benefit that might have been
derived to the fleet and prizes by attending to Lord Nelson's
dying injunctions, the Defence, accompanied by ber prize, the
San-Ildefonso, anchored on the evening of the action, and wea-
thered the gale in safety. The example of these ships was

followed by two other of the prizes, the Swiftsure and Babama ;
and, with the assistance rendered by the Donegal and Phcebe,
these also were saved. The fourth and only remaining prize,
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the San-Juan-Nepomuceno, being less disabled, had not been:
+in such imminent danger, and was already safe in the offing.
On the 30th, in the afternoon, Vice-admiral Collingwood was.
joined by Rear-admiral Louis, with the 80-gun ship Canopus,
Captain Francis William Austin, 98-gun ship Queen, Captain
Francis Pender, and 74-gun ships Spencer, Captain the Honour-
able Robert Stopford, and Tigre, Captain Benjamin Hallowell ;
which squadron, as already stated, had been detached to Gib-
raltar for water, and to escort a convoy up the Mediterranean.*
While reconnoitring Cadiz, just before the squadron joined, the
Queen had a slight brush with the batteries an
Argonaute, who, with only her foremast standing, lay at anchor
On the 31st, in the morning, Vice-

at the entrance of the bay.

with

the

admiral Collingwood shifted his flag from the Euryalus to the

niards, out of 15 sail of the line, lost all except six.

Queen.

To sum up the result of the battle of Trafalgar, the French,
out of 18 sail of the line, preserved only nine, and the Spa-
Of the 19
French and Spanish ships, including the Rayo, which the Bri-
tish captured, one, the Achille, was accidentally burnt, and 14
were recaptured, wrecked, foundered, or destroyed; leaving but
four ships, one French and three Spanish 74s, as trophies in the
hands of the conquerors. The following recapitulatory table
may here be usefully introduced :

—

French. Spanish.
Gun-ships. Gun-ships. )
80 | 74 | 180| 112f 100 86 | 74 | 64 | Tot.
No. | No. | No.| No.|No. | No. | No. | No. | No.
present...] 4 (14} 1| 2 1| 2} 8| 1}383
[On the day J captured..| 1| 8| 1| 1]..| 2| 5/..]18
of battle.
] escaped..] 8| 6{..] 1} 1|..] 8| 1]15
§ Recapturedonthe23d| 1| 1| .o} 1{ et 1] ee| e | 4
E< Wrecked and cap- 3 7 2 i 1 :l; 1 lg
_g tul’edon tl]e 24th 0o ooe ece oo .
S 2] 7 2 1{ 2| 1115
Remainingto (atsea...] 1| 8 e coo | oee | e | 4
France and
[ Spain, inCadiz| 1| 4| .| 2]..| 1| 2} 1]11
g (Accidentally burnt...... T | T e e [ e [ | T
.S | Recapturedon the28d| 1| 1| .| 1] e | 1] .o 4
2.< Wrecked or foundered..] «.. | 4 | oo | oo | 1| e | 1 6
4 | Destroyed...ccoovemeseenes o 1{ 1 w | 111 4
M (Sent to Gibraltar........ e | 1] e e | 8 4
Total captured on 21st and -
24th .cieeearecsesnenrenccsseans 1 8 1 1 1 2 5 19
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In reviewing the merits of the battle of Trafalgar, we shall
take the number of ships in each line, 27 and 33, as a fair cri- -
terion of the relative force of the two fleets. It is singular that
the aggregate of the rated number of guns on each side, 2148
and 2626,affords about the same result, a full sixth part in
favour of the French and Spaniards. The real number of
guns on each side would very slightly reduce the disparity.
A few examples will establish this. The Victory and Témé-
raire mounted, the one two, the other four, guns only more
than the numbers of their respective classes, or 102 guns
each. Those of the Victory consisted, in equal divisions upon
her first, second, and third decks, of 90 long 32, 24, and
-12 pounders, and of 10 long 12-pounders and two 68-pounder
carronades on her quarterdeck and forecastle. The guns upon
the three principal decks of the Téméraire were 86 long 32 and
18-pounders (30 of the latter on the third or upper deck), and
those upon the quarterdeck and forecastle were four long 18-
pounders and twelve 32-pounder carronades. These two ships,
therefore, although of different rates (first and second), mounted
the same number of guns; and the 98 was actually 50lbs
heavier in her broadside than the 100.

As the Victory and Téméraire were the two ships of the
British fleet whose rated and real number of guns approximated
the nearest, so were the Tonnant and Belleisle, the latter in
particular, the two in which there was in that respect the
%'reatest difference. The Tonnant, for instance, whose rate was

0, mounted 90 guns; and the same number were mounted by
the Belleisle, although she was only a 74. The latter was even
the heavier ship in broadside force, the age and weakness of the
former having required the substitution of 18 for 24 pounders
on the main deck ; while the Belleisle was enabled to carry on
‘her main deck a whole tier of the larger of those calibers. No
other 74-gun ship, however, in the British fleet, to our know-
ledge, mounted more than 82 guns ; and that number would of
«course include six light poop-carronades.

With respect to the gun force of the ships in the Franco-
-Spanish fleet, our previous statements upon the subject have left
little to add. The force, in long guns, of the Santisima-Trini-
‘dad, and of a Spanish first-rate of the class of the Santa-Ana
and Principe-de-Asturias, has already appeared ; and so has the
force of a gpanish 80 and 74 .gun ship of the old or small con-
‘struction.* For an 80 of a more recent build and equipment,
* the San-Rafael, taken by Sir Robert Calder, may be referred
to;t and, for a 74, the San-Ildefonso, captured on the present
‘occasion. The guns of the latter consisted of 58 long 24-pound-
ers on the first and second decks, four long 8s and 10 iron 36-

ounder carronades on the quarterdeck and forecastle, and six
-1ron 24-pounder carronades on the poop; total 78. The pre-

* See vol. ii., p. 66, 1 See p. 14,
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pence of these carronades renders it probable, that most if not
all of the other Spanish ships in the fleet carried a propertion of
them, thereby adding four at least ¢o their rated number of

IIS'
gllThe force of that fine and powerful ship of war, a French 80,
has already appeared in the statement of the guns found oa
board the Franklin.* It is doubtful, however, if either of the
French 80s in the combined fleet carried any brass long guns :
if not, their guns, instead of being 92, would be 86, as formerly
mentioned- to be the establishment of the class,{ and as sub-
sequently ascertained to have been the armament of the For-
midable, one of the ships in this fleet. All the French 74s
captured out of this fleet were found to mount, upon their first
and second decks, the 68 guns already so frequently specified,
except the Berwick and Swiftsure, which, haviag been F.%lish
ships, carried 28 instead of 30 guns on the second deck. Upoa
the quarterdeck many of the ships appear to have mouated, by
filling the cabin ports, 20 instead of 16 long eights : thus making
their total force, including four, and in some instances six, brass
carronades on the poop, 82, and in the latter case 84 guns.
These were exclusive of brass cohorns in the tops, the fire from
which, at close quarters, had in this veryengagement proved ex-
tremely destructive. Most of the captured French ships were
also found to have oa board one field-piece (in some instances
two), with carriage and apparatus complete,

No deduction need be made for inexperience in the Franco-
Spanish crews ; for the whole of the 18 French, and nine out of
the 16 Spanish, ships had been some time at sea, and 13 of the
former had, as recently as the 22d of the preceding July, gained
over the British, what the French considered, a victory. The
British and the Franco-Spanish fleets, therefore, which met and
fought off Cape Trafflgar on the 21st of October, 1805, with the
exception of a difference in force of say a sixth in favour of the
latter, were fairly opposed. .

The French and Spaniards, in general, fought bravely : some
individual ships, indeed, of both nations behaved most heroically.
Those who, writing when Spain was at peace and France still at
war with England, declared, that “the Spaniards, throughout
the battle, wed a more uniform firmness and spirit than the
French,”{ did- but prove how completely their judgment was
held in thraldom by their politics. Thinking to compliment
Spain at the.expense of France, the same writers wished their
readers to infer, that there was a want of unanimity between the
ships of the two nations. That a native of France or of Spain,
as some excuse for his country’s share of the defeat, should have

® See vol. ii., p. 185. + See vol. i., p. 54.
- § Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol, i, p. 455, Mr. Southey indulges in the
same strain, .
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aileged 2 want of co-operation in her ally, might be expected ;
but is it not singular that Englishmen ytshould resort to such a
method to enhance the victory which Englishmen guined at the
battle of Trafalgar? Not only does no French or Spanish
writer, as far as we can discover, make any complaint of the
kind, but it was obvious to many of the British ships engaged,
that the French and Spanish ships came indiscriminately to each
other’s aid when attacked ; and that, as they had been stationed
in the line, so they mingled in the battle, without the slightest
national prejudice.

All Europe must recollect hoy, the instant Sir Robert Calder’s
action became known in France, the Moniteur filled its columns
with the details. For weeks together, long accounts were pub-
lished, and great pains taken, in several successive numbers, to
refute the British statements, and to prove that the engagement
terminated in a victory to the combined fleet. Far otherwise was
it, when the news of the battle of Trafalgar reached Paris. A
grave-like silence was imposed: not a word, not a whi
transpired. Not, at least, .until towards the end of the year,
when the captain aud principal surviving officers of the Redout-
able had the honour to figure in public as heroes, the single
prowess of whose ship, even 1n Napoléon’s opinion, shed a lustre
upon the events of a day in other respects so disastrous to the
French. The French emperor appears to have believed every
tittle of the account transmitted to him by Captain Lucas, and a
great deal more than even that account contained ; for, at a sub-
sequent day (March 2, 1806), in his address to the legislative
body, his imperial majesty had the effrontery to use these words,
and these words only, in reference to the fate of his fleet at the
battle of Trafalgar: ¢ The storm has occasioned to us the loss
of a few ships, after a battle imprudently fought.” ¢ Les
tempétes nous ont fait perdre quelques vaisseaux apres un combat
imprudemment eagage.” The writer of the French work, from
which we quote the passage, adds in a note, “ That of Trafalgar.
We have already shown ihat the storm was not the sole cause
of these losses. Was it not committing an outrage upon the
French nation thus to mistate the result of this imprudently
Sought battie?” < Celui de Trafalgar. Nous avons fait voir
plus haut que les tempétes ne furent pas les seules causes de
ces pertes. N’était-ce pas outrager la nation frangaise, que
de dénaturer ainsi les résultats de ce combat imprudemment
engage 7' %

The account, given in the French work from which this
extract is taken, of the proceedings of the generality of French
and Spanish ships engaged at Trafalgar, is tolerably fair, but, to
eur regret, very brief; partly, no doubt, in consequence of the sad
Jhavoc caused by the gale that so quickly succeeded the battle.

-#* Vidtoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 217.
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In one point the French writer, who is evidently a naval officer,
is quite wrong. He states, that the Bucentaure, Santisima~
Trinidad, and %(edoutable, sustained, for some time, nearly the
whole united efforts of the 12 ships in Lord Nelson’s column.*
The ample details given in these pages afford the most complete
refutation of that statement. The fact is, that the leading ship
of the lee column, the Royal-Sovereign, was in hot action, after
having cut through the combined line, for upwards of a quarter
of an hour before, any ship did or could come to her assistance.
The Victory and Téméraire were also closely engaged for even a
longer period, before the three of four ships astern of them could

et to their support. The nature of the attack, combined with
ﬁze lightness of the breeze, was such, indeed, that the whole
business was done by 12 or 14 ships of the 27 ; and that with-
out the slightest disparagement to the conduct of the remainder.
. On the 28th the Victory, towed by the Neptune, arrived at
Gibraltar ; where she .found, among other ships, the Belleisle,
who, having been taken in tow by the Naiad, sent to her assist-
ance by Captain Hardy, had anchored in the bay on the third
day after the termination of the battle in which she had per-
formed so distinguished a part. On the 3d of Noyember, having
been partially refitted, the Victory sailed for England, passed
the Straits on the 4th, and on the 4th of the following month,
anchored at St.-Helen’s, having on board, preserved in spirits,
the body of the lamented hero, whose. flag she had so long
borne, and which was then flying on board of her, but in a
melancholy position, at halfmast. On the 10th of December
the Victory again sailed, and on the 22d, when crossing the
flats from Margate, was boarded by Commissioner Grey’s yacht,
the Chatham, which had been despatched by the board of
admiralty to receive Lord Nelsen’s body, and convey it to
Greenwich, The boly was removed into the coffin made from a
part of the wreck of the Orient, burnt at the battle of the Nile,
aund which had been presented to Lord Nelson by Captain Hal-
dowell, of the Swiftsure, in 1799. This coffin with its contents
was placed within a leaden coffin. The latter was then soldered,
and never afterwards opened. On the coffin’s being lowered into
the yacht, the Victory struck, for the last time, Lord Nelson’s
flag at the fore, and the same was hoisted half-mast high on
.board the yacht. :

On the 24th, at 2 p.M., the yacht, having in the passage up .
had military honours paid to her illustrious charge on both sides
of the river, anchored off Greenwich ; and at 7 p. M. the body
was landed at the centre gate of the royal- hospital, amidst am
immense crowd of spectators. The awful and imposing ceremony
which subsequently took place having been minutely described

by other publications, we shall content ourselves with stating,

¥ Yictqires et Conquétes, tome xyi,, p. 182,
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that on the 9th of January, 1806, this first of naval captains was’
buried at St.-Paul’s cathedral, with all the pomp and solemnity
befitting the occasion.*

The honours paid by a grateful country to the memory of
Lord Nelson were commensurate with his worth, and with the im~
E)rtance of the achievement which he had died in consummating.

is brother William was made an earl, with a grant of 6000/

r annum ; 10,000/. were voted for each of his sisters, and

00,0001 for the purchase of an estate. Two ghips, a first and
a second rate, were ordered to be built, one of 120 guns, named
I'I‘{elgon, the other of 98 (afterwards increased to 120) guns, named

rafalgar. . ‘ ’

The living participators in the great and glorious victory
received also their sgare of the national honours and rewards.
A unanimous vote of thanks of both houses of parliament was a
matter of course. Vice-admiral Collingwood was made a baron
of the united kingdom, under the title of Baron Collingwood,
of Caldburne and Hethpoole, in the county of Northumberland,
with a t of 20004 per annum. Rear-admiral the Earl of
Northesk was honoured with the insignia of the order of the
Bath, and Captgin Hardy was made a baronet. It was probably
owing to a paucity of vacant ribands of the Bath, and the
intention of the British government to institute & new military
order of merit, that the remaining captains of the Trafalgar
fleet received no honorary distinctions. Medals were of course

nted in the customary way. The first licutenant of the

ictory, the lieutenants acting as captains of the Ajax and
Thunderer, and the first lieutenants of the Mars and Bellerophon,
whose captains had been killed in the action, were promoted to
post-captains ; and the first, second, third, and fourth lieutenants
of the Victory, the first and second lieutenants of the Royal-
Sovereign, and the first lieutenants of "all the other ships
engaged, were made commanders. Four midshipmen of the
Victory, three of the Royal-Sovereign, two of the Britannia, and
one belonging to every other ship of the line and frigate present
in the action, were also promoted to lieutenants.

Passing over as unworthy of notice a ludicrous account of the
state of the British fleet after the action, inserted by some wag
in the Journal de Paris of the 7th of December, we shall bestow
a few words upon the accounts of the battle published in
England. The letter of Vice-admiral Collingwood to the secre-
tary of the admiralty claims our first attention. This letter has
been praised for its style: we wish we could say as much of its
accuracy. The accidental irregularity of the enemy’s line is
represented as the result of design. ¢ They formed their line of
battle,” says the admiral, “ with great closeness and correctness.”

* See Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii., p. 460, e seq. See also the Annual
Register for the year 1806, the January Number of the Gentleman's Maga-
zine, and the Naval Chronicle, vol. xv., p. 45, ) )

VOL, IV. H
*
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“The structure of their line was new: it formed a crescent con-
vexing to leeward.,” ¢ Before the fire opened every alternate
ship was about a cable’s length to windward of her second ahead
and astern, forming a kind of double line.” With such authority
for a guide, no wonder that tacticians should set about investi-
gating M. Villeneuve’s new line of battle, ¢ the double crescent
convexing to leeward.”*

« A circumstance occurred during the action,” observes Vice-
admiral Collingyood, “ which so strongly marks the invincible
spirit of Britis% seamen when engaging the enemies of their
country, that I cannot resist the pleasure in making it known to
their lordships. The Téméraire was boarded, by accident or
design, by a%rench ship on one side, and a Spaniard on the
other: the contest was vigorous, but in the end the combined
ensigns were torn from the poop, and the British hoisted in their
places.” Unfortunately for the fame of those concerned, this
soul-inspiring passage contains not a word of truth. The
mistake arose thus. The Spanish ship Neptuno, after having,
with the loss of her mizenmast and other damage, surrendered
to the Minotaur and Spartiate, drifted on board the Téméraire,
while the latter had still foul of her, on the lee ?r larboard side,
the late French ship Redoutable, and scarcely clear of her
astern, the Fougueux.t

Long before Captain Harvey and his officers landed in
England, a spirited ref'esentation of this their valorous exploit
was exhibited in the London printshops ; and many persons to
this day, have not the most remote idea that the fact was ever
questioned: especially as, although the London Gazette contained
two or three supplementary letters from Vice-admital Colling-
wood, not a hint was given that the first contained a mistatement.
For even the letter, showing that the admiral had overrated by one
(20 for 19) the number of prizes made on the 21st and 24th, was
written by Captain Blackwood at the office of the admiralty. That
the various periodical publicatious of the day should place full con-
fidence in an uncontradicted official statement was to be expected;
but it will hardly be credited that, nearly 20 years afterwards,
an historical writer, who, at the period of the battle, had attained
the rank of commander in the British navy, and who boasts,and
may well boast, of the ¢ great opportunities he enjoys of obtain-
ing the most correct information,”} should first declare that the
“ real facts” of the Trafalgar battle are detailed *in the admirable
Jetters of Vice-admiral Collingwood,”§ and then do no more
than cast a reluctant doubt upon the passage in question, by the

#* For the representation of this line see Ekins’s Naval Battles, part 2,
plate xxix. (51) Fig. 4.
-+ For the pesition of these three ships just before the Neptuno surren-
dered, see diagram at p. 71. .
I Brenton, vol. iii,, Preface, p. 1. § Ibid., p. 472.
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following note : “Subsequent information has proved this state~
ment wanted confirmation:"*—a note that, we verily believe,
would not have been added, but for our positive denial, in the
first edition of this work, of the statement to which it refers.

“I have not only,” says Vice-admiral Collingwood, ¢ to lament,
in common with the British navy and the Brtish nation, in the
fall of the commander-in-chief, the loss of a hero whose name
will be immortal, and his memory ever dear to his country, but
my heart is rent with the most poignant grief for the death of a
friend, to whom, by many years’ intimacy, and a perfect know-
ledge of the virtues of his mind, which inspired ideas superior to
the common race of men, I was bound by the strongest ties of
affection ; a grief to which even the glorious occasion in which
he fell does not bring the consolation which perhaps it ought.
His lordship received a musket ball in his left breast about the
middle of the action, and sent an officer to me immediately with
his last farewell, and soon after expired.”

Admiring, as we must, the feeling and impressive manner in
which the death of Lord Nelsonis here adverted to, we are obliged
to refer to a previous page of this work for a satisfactory proof
that the statement with which the extract concludes is incorrect.f
The death of Lord Nelson in the moment of victory, and the
delay until then of any announcement to the second in command
that the first was incapable of acting, show that the following
passage in Vice-admiral Collingwood’s letter, as far as regards
the inference meant to be drawn from it, rests upon no better
foundation. “The Royal-Soveréign having lost her masts,
except her tottering foremast, I called the Euryalus to me while
the action continued, which ship, lying within hail, made m
signals; a service which Captain Blackwood performed witﬂ
greht attention.” :

The few signals, made by the Euryalus for the dismasted
Royal-Sovereign, while the action continued, must have been
such only as the second in command of the fleet had been
directed to make, if necessary, to his own division or column.
How, indeed, could it be otherwise, when Lord Nelson flatly
refused to give up the command of the fleet, and did not breathe
his last until the action had virtually terminated? Even then,
;greeably to the rules of the service, the Victory’s flag remained

Among the numerous omissions and mistatements that per~
vade the official accounts of this celebrated battle, the most
extraordinary, as well as the most unjust, is the neglect tonotice
the services, or even to mention the name, of the Victory’s cap-
tain ; of the officer who, from a few minutes before the action
was at its height to the moment of its successful termination, a
period of three hours, acted in the capacity, and held the re-

* Brenton, vol. iii., p. 475. o "+ See p. 83,
H .
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sponsibility, of the commander-in-chief. Unfortunately the
mere omission of Captain Hardy’s name in the public letter of
Vice-admiral Collingwood is not all the injury done to him.
That might have arisen from unintentional neglect, and have
been atoned for, in part, by a subsequent explanation and apo-
logy. But nothing short of the most humiliating acknowledg-
ment could nullify the statement, that Lord Nelson sent to
inform Vice-admiral Collingwood of his mortal wound “ imme-
diately” after he had received it; and that the latter thereupon
took upon himself the direction of the fleet, and ordered the
Euryalus, “ while the action continued,” to make his signals.
Truth, however, will ultimately prevail ; and Captain Hardy
became rewarded, not only in a baronetcy, but in the marked
approbation of the board of admiralty, who have never lost sight
o ﬁim when a service was to be performed, that required the
exercise of a large proportion of. those qualities which charac-
terize the good officer.

Two published accounts of this battle, one historical, the
other tactical, come next under consideration. In the first few
details are given, except in reference to the proceedings of the
‘Victory ; and, as the relation of the occurrences on board that
ship, including the manner of Lord Nelson’s death, is little more
than a transcript from the works of Doctor Beatty, Messieurs
Clarke and M¢Arthur, and Mr. Southey, the value of that part
of the account may be appreciated by what has already appeared
in these pages. Nar have the other authorities, upon which
our contemporary has relied for information, benefited him a
whit more, Where, for instance, did he learn that the captain of
the Redoubtable was ¢ mortally woynded’’ ?* or that the Ton-
nant, and not the Belleisle, came to the assistance of the Royal-
Sovereign 7 or that the San-Augustin, and not the Neptuno,
struck to the Spartiate and Minotaur 7}

- But, for these errors of the pen, the pencil is to atone, in the
shape of “ a rough sketch of the action'taken after the firing
had ceased in the rear, and the enemy’s van had wore to recover
the prizes.” This is the description given by the draftsman in
his “ Key to the plate;” but, according to the statement of
Captain %renton himself (p. 4568), the “ very moment” referred
to is two hours afterwards, or just as Lord Nelson had expired
in the cockpit of the Victory. As is often the case in much
more elaborate performances of the kind, one time will answer
as well as another. For instance, the Formidable and the four
ships in her train are seen just hauled up on the starboard tack,
almost ready to begin firing at the northernmost British ship, the
Neptune. Let us suppose this to have been at about 2 h. 30 m.
».M. But then the Minotaur and Spartiate are also represented

#* Brenton, vol. iii., p. 455,

+ Ibid., p. -%66. 1 Ibid., p. 467, .
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on the starboard tack ; whereas they were not so until about
4 h. 30 m. p. m., after M. Dumanoir and his four countrymen
had passed on to the southward, and left the Spanish Neptuno
to her fate. Another division of the sketch would answer for
three hours later in the day. The Victory, for example, appears
with her mizenmast and main topmast gone ; whereas that ship
did not lose her mizenmast until 7 p. M., nor strike her mair
topmast (at which time her fore one also was struck) until within
a few minutes of the same period. Of the remaining ships
scattered over this much vaunted plate, few that are named are
correct either in their positions or the state of their masts. The
Téméraire lies with her head directly where her stern ought to
be, and, instead of having her three lower masts and their yards
(the fore yard broken in two), and her foretop and topgallant
masts, standing, is represented as bare as a hulk.

An attempt to sketch the state, positions, and relative bear-
ings of nearly 50 vessels, spread over an extent of at least five
miles, was not very likely to succeed ; especially when the
draftsman was on board a ship situated at one extremity of the
line. If it was a degree of presumption in “ a young gentle-
man, a midshipman o% the Neptune,” to attempt a sketch of so
complicated, so numerous, and so expanded a group of figures,
as must have been spread over the field of Trafalgar, what was
it in a post-captain of 16 years’ standing, quite away from the
spot, to entitle Mr. Herbert’s ¢ rough sketch,” ¢ a view of the
British and combined fleets at the conclusion of the battle of
Trafalgar,” and to recommend it to the British public as “ an
invaluable memorandum of the battle” 7*

For an unprofessional writer to arraign the merits of a work
on naval tactics, would séem to be a presumption equal to the
highest degree of that which we have just been condemning.
But tactical reasoning, like all other reasoning, must be built
upon facts, or upon what are assumed as facts. Surely, then,
to inquire into the reality of those alleged facts, is within the
Erovince of a writer, whose avowed purpose, to the extent of

is subject, and of his ability, is to separate truth from
fiction. '

Bold as is the assertion, yet do we confidently make it,—
Admiral Ekins has entirely misunderstood the principle uponr
which the battle of Trafalgar was fought. After describing the
plan of attack, as set forth in Vice-admiral Collingwood’s letter,
and illustrated by a diagram taken from one in_the possession
of the board of admiralty, the writer says: “ Whatever degree
of credit the above plan may be entitled to, backed as it is by
the vice-admiral’s letter, it 1s well known to all the captains of
that fleet, that the plan of attack:from the windward was, by
previous concert, to have been of a different and still more for—

. % Brenton, vol, iii,, p. 459 -
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midable nature ; for, as the order of sailing was the order of
battle, and the enemy seen to leeward, the commander-in-chief
in that case would ¢ gring the British fleet nearly within gun-
shot of the enemy’s centre, and the signal, most probably, then
be made for the lee division to bear up together, to set all sails,
even steering-sails, &c.” The secret memorandum at the end of
these remarks, will best explain. his lordship’s intention and
remove the doubt. We therefore venture to give the approach
asin fig. 1, Plate XXVIIL. The lee division bearing up toge-
ther, followed soon after by the centre ; the fleet orginally
formed in the order of sailing upon a wind on the larboard tack :

the enemy formed in close line convexing to leeward, heads to
the northward. This must be considered as the preconcerted
plan of attack ; but that it may have deviated from the exact
design, from circumstances to which events of this nature are
always liable, it is easy to believe; and it will be particularly
apparent to sea officers: for, supposing a line, like that of Lord
Collingwood’s, of 15 ships, all in their station when the signal to
bear up together should Ei, made ; and supposing the signal to
be obeyed with equal alacrity by all ; yet the different rates of
sailing in them will soon be conspicuous; and the advantages of
some over others, neither to be reckoned upon nor accounted

for, they will consequently be found to tail away as in the fig. 2.

Be it as it may, it will be readily admitted that, both from the

design and the execution, no mode of attack could have been

formed better calculated for effecting the purpose of the deter-

mined chief; the capture or destruction of the centre and rear
of the enemy.”*

In his interpretation of Lord Nelsop’s plan of attack from to-
windward, the writer of this passage is certainly borne out by
the literal meaning of the words, “the lee line to bear up toge-
ther; but the context ought to have convinced him, that this
could not have been the mode of attack contemplated by Lord
Nelson. If the ships of the lee line were to  bear up together,””
80 must those of the weather and the advanced lines ; and then
see how the ships would have been arranged :

[ 1

N
1T
| |

The confidential friends of Lord Nelson, many of whom are
now living, can testify, that he had the strongest objection to
the plan of bearing up in line abreast, and that he attributed the
partial success of Lord Howe on the 1st of June to his having

* Eking’s Naval Battles, p, 268,
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adopted that mode of attack. His own plan appears to have
been, to bring his force, in the most effective state, into contact
with the force of the enemy, and, for that purpose, to present,
while advancing to close, the smallest possible front to the
enemy’s fire. As the leading ship of the attacking line or
column would of necessity receive the whole weight of that fire,
Lord Nelson very naturally chose the post himself. If more
lines or columns than one, the commanding officer of each would
of course follow the example of the chief.

In order to make quick, as well as decisive work of it, Lord
Nelson purposed, in the first instance, cutting off a portion of
the enemy’s line: he then left every thing to the valour and
address of his captains; well observing, that no captain could
do very wrong who placed his ship alongside that of an enemy.
The greater the confusion, the greater were his hopes of success,
because he knew that the British, besides being better prepared
for fighting their guns on either side, or in any direction, were
better skilled in working their ships than the French or Spa-
niards. A gale of wind, or a dark night, was accordingly con-
sidered as a ship or two in his favour. The reason that Lord
Nelson gave, for placing so little dependance upon evolutions,
was, that he generally found the inconvenience, which resulted
from the mistakes too frequently made, to outweigh the benefit
expected to be derived from the most correct performance of the
manceuvre. Hence the sum of Lord Nelson’s tactics was, to
close his enemy, and to overpower and annihilate him as quickly
as possible,

There are, we believe, very few of the captains present in the
Trafalgar battle, with whom we have not conversed or corre-
sponded ; and yet no one of them has ever raised a doubt as to
the meaning of Lord Nelson’s instructions, or the manner in
which he purposed to bear down upon the enemy’s line. That
the expresssion used in the memorandum is at variance with
what we still contend was the meaning of the gallant chief, we
have already admitted; but would not so simple an alteration
as the change of one word tc another of similar sound, and of
another word from the singular to the plural number (an inter-
polation we have ventured to make in our transcript of the
memorandum *), reconcile the difference ? That a mistake of the
kind may easily have happened, we can see no difficulty in sup-
posing. For instance, ﬂ::d Nelson, when he drew up his in-
structions, was almost certain that the combined fleet would sail
with an easterly wind, and therefore be found to windward.
Hence the principal part of the memorandum is filled with the
ﬂan of attack from to-leeward. The attack from to-windward,

ing a very doubtful contingency, occupied much less of hig
lordship’s attention. Nor did he, of course, write a line of the

* See p. 24,
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memorandum. The secretary, or the clerk, wrote it by his lord-
ship’s dictation, How easy, then, for either of the former to have
mistaken, “ The signal will be made for the three lines to bear up
together,” for “ The signal will be made for the lee /ine to bear
up together”? The two words once miswritten would scarcely
be looked at again ; especially as all the principal officers of the
fleet had heard Lord Nelson repeatedly describe, in his own clear
and energetic manner, the plan which he meant to adopt.

But, after all, what was the signal by which the British fleet
actually steered towards the fleet of the enemy? Was it No.81,
with the east compass signal, “Alter the course together to
east”? Or, rather, was it not No. 76, “ Bear up in succession*
to that point? That No-76 was the signal hoisted, the author of
¢ Naval Battles” must have been satisfied, because it is so
stated in the quotation which he himself makes from the log of
the Bellerophon.t The argument, about the British ships
“tailing away” because of their inequality of sailing, can hold
good only until it is known that, with the exception perhaps of
the Royal-Sovereign, Belleisle, Victory, and Téméraire, the ships
in the two principal divisions sailed nearly alike. And with
respect to the Britannia, Prince, and Dreadnought, whose slow-
ness was far more conspicuous than the velocity of the.ships just
named, they were allowed to depart from the prescribed order of
sailing in line ahead, that they might steer obliquely between the
two columns, and by that means get more of their sails to draw.

.Having thus, as we conceive, shown the fallacy of the pre-
mises, by which a tactical writer of the present day has ho
to throw a new light upon a celebrated naval battle fought 20
years ago,i we shall merely observe, that his remaining state-
ments are, for the most part, equally ill founded. As to the
“six plans of the battle, delineated by the same hand, to the
accuracy of which, many who were engaged have borne testi-
mony,”§ if the three plans not published tend as little to
“illustrate” this great victory, as the three which the writer has
selected for his work, a great deal of pains and expense has been
bestowed to a very httle purpose. 'f'he three plans selected are
the fourth, fifth, and sixth, representing different periods of the
action, from the moment the combined van began wearing, to
the termination of the battle by the capture of the Neptuno.
In every one of these plans, the {’icbory is represented cﬁear of
the Redoutable, but upon the starboard tack, with her head to
the southward. The Agamemnon is shifted from the weather,

* The silgna.l merely expresses, “ Bear up and sail large, on the course
steered by the admiral, or that pointed out by signal ;” but the l4th article
of the printed “ Sailing Instructions ” refers to this signal, as that to be used
“when the fleet is to bear up in succession.”

Ekins’s Naval Battles, p. 284.

Mr. James’s new edition was published in 1826,

Ekins’s Naval Battles, p. 271. i
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to the lee column: and equally misplaced in their relative posi-
tions are the Orion, Africa and their gallant opponent, the Intré-
ide. In short there is scarcely a ship, among those of the
ritish especially, that seems to be in her proper situation. Nor
are these plans little unpretending sketches, but large and costly
copper-plate engravings, by their imposing size, numerous
figures, and laboured appearance, calculated to inthral the
judgment, and to divert, if not to defy, the efforts of criticism.

If a printed mistatement upon an important point of history
may be justifiably set right, have we not an equal privilege over
a painted mistatement of the same nature ; especially when pro-
duced under circumstances the most likely of any to inspire a
confidence in its accuracy? Previously to our submitting any
remarks ufpon the merits of the painting of the Victory going
into, or (for, as we shall presently see, it is doubtful which is
meant) coming out of, the battle of Trafalgar, we will endeavour
to relate how it happened that that distinguished artist, Mr.
J. M. W. Turner, of the Royal Academy, became engaged to
trace with his powerful pencil so interesting an epocha in British
naval history; a subject which, well executed, would, we con-
ceive, have done that gentleman as much honour as any of his
previous performances.

Soon after the battle of the 1st of June the justly celebrated
marine painter, P. J. de Loutherbourg, was employed by some
enterprising individual to represent the Queen-Charlotte engagl;:g
the Montagne. In about four years the picture, which measu
12 feet by eight and a half, and cost, we believe,! 500/, was
completed, and soon afterwards exhibited to the public. Without
descending to minutiz, the grand mistake in it was, that the
Queen-Charlotte was placed where Lord Howe wanted to get,
but never could get, a little before the lee beam of his antagonist.
Among others, the officer, whese duty it was (and who would
have succeeded, but for the hasty flight of the Montagne and the
loss of the Queen-Charlotte’s fore topmast*) to place the British
ship in the desired position, went to see the picture. At the
first glance the gallant seaman pronounced the picture a libel
upon the Queen-Charlotte ; inasmuch as, had she been in the
m)sition represented, it would have been her fault for letting the

ontagne escape. Whether it was owing to this capital blemish,
or to the half a dozen minor offences against truth in different
parts of it, we cannot say, but the picture gradually sank into
disrepute, and eventually became, we believe, lodged with an
eminent printseller for some debt amounting to less than a third
of its prime cost. After lying rolled up in a corner of one of his
rooms, encased in dust, for a number of years, the printseller
was fortunate enough, as we have understood, to find a pur-
%mk: in his late majesty’s surveyor-general of the Board of

Orks, -

« % See vol. i, p. 149,
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. 'The painting, thus restored to credit and the light, was in-
tended to be hung up, as a national memento of the naval
victory to which it relates, in the council-room of St.-James’s

ace. As a companion to it, a picture was required, represent-
ing the Victory eniag'ed in the battle of Trafalgar. The first
marine painter of the day undertook the task ; and, in due time,
the large area of canvass, which, to correspond with the other
picture, became necessary for this, was covered with all the
varied tints which Mr. Turner knows so well how to mingle and
combine, to give effect to his pictures and excite the admiration
of the beholgtler

Unfortunately for the subject which this splendid picture is
meant to represent, scarcely a line of truth, beyond perhaps the
broadside view of the Victory’s hull, is to be seen upon it. To
say what time of the day, or what particular incident in the
Victory’s proceedings, is meant to be referred to, we do not pre-
tend ; for the telegraphic message is going up, which was hoisted
at about 11 h. 40 m. A. M., the mizen topmast is fallin%, which
went about 1 ». M., a strong light is reflected upon the Victory’s
bow and sides from the burming Achille, which ship did not
catch fire until 4 h. 30 m., nor explode until 6 h. 45 m. p. m., the
fore topmast, or rather, if our memory is correct, the foremast, of
the British three-decker is falling, which never fell at all, and
the Redoubtable is sinking under the bows of the Victory,
although the French ship did not sink until the night of the 22d,
and then under the stern of the Swiftsure.

We are sorry to be obliged to add that, with all these glaring
falsehoods and palpable inconsistencies upon it, the picture
stands, or until very lately did stand, in that room of the king’s
palace, for which it was originally designed. The principal
reason urged for giving to this very costly and highly honoured
performance so preposterous a character, is that an adherence to
truth would have destroyed the pictorial effect. Here is a ship,
shattered in her hull, and stripped of the best part of her sails,
pushing into a cluster of enemy’s ships without a grazed plank
or a torn piece of canvass, to fire her first gun. E:re is syme
bolized the first of naval heroes, with chivalric valour, devoting
himself to his country’s cause; and yet, says an artist of high

- repute, “ there is a lack of pictorial materials.” We hope some
public-spirited individual, if not the state itself, will show whether
this is really the case ; for it is almost a national disgrace that
there should yet be wanted a picture which, in accuracy of re-
Presentation, no less than in strength and brilliancy of execution,
18 calculated to illustrate, and to stand as a lasting memorial of;
one of the greatest sea-battles that ever has been, or that perhaps
ever will be fought : a battle to the success of which England at
this time owes, if not her political existence, her prosperity,
happiness, and exalted station. .

o any artist, who may consider it worth his while, or within
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his powers, to attempt such a picture, the following remarks, in
addition to those he will find a few pages back,* may not be un-
useful.  Let his point of view be the small cross in the diagram
at p.40. He will then have, for his two principal figures, the
Victory on the right, and the Bucentaure on the left. Behind
these will be the Neptune and Redoutable; both firing, the
latter her foremost guns, the former her whole broadside, right
into the bows of the Victory. On the extreme right of the

icture will be the bows of the Téméraire, and on the extreme

ft, the stern and quartergalleries of the Santisima-Trinidad.
Quite in the foreground may be represented the boat, which a
shot had cut adrift a few minutes before. With this hint to
the painter, we end our long, but, we hope, not uninteresting
account of the battle of Tra?algar.

Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, now the commander-in-chief
of the Mediterranean fleet, continued throughout the greater

art of the remainder of the year at his station off Cadiz, watch-
ing the 10 or 11 shattered enemy’s ships that lay at anchor
within it. Four days after the action Vice-admiral Frangois-
Etienne Rosily arrived at the port direct from Paris, to supersede
Vice-admiral Villeneuve in the command. Instead of-18 fine
fresh ships, the new admiral found five disabled ones, or rather
four, the Héros having considerately kept herself in so efficient a
state, that she was. able at orce to hoist the ﬂaiof Admiral
Rosily, and even to carry him o sea, had such been his intention,
and no blockading force been cruising off the harbour. There
were still four ships of the combined fleet present at the battle
of Trafalgar, whose movements require to be traced. These, it
will be recollected, were the four French ships that escaped to
the southward, under the command of Rear-admiral Dumanoir,
in the 80-gun ship Formidable.

Having by dark on the day of the battle gained a safe offing,

. Dumanoir commenced repairing the few damages which his
squadron had sustained ; few, indeed, for his ships, in making
off, carried royals upon a wind, and to the British, who were
attentively observing them, exhibited no signs of injury. One or
two of the ships, however, were certainly struck in the hull by
some of the British ships, most probably by the Minotaur and
Spartiate ; for the Formidable made a good deal of water, and
had three of her guns dismounted, and the Duguay-Trouin had
one petty officer mortally and four others shghtly wounded.
Upon looking into the roles d’équipage of the four ships, we
cannot discover that they sustained any other loss in the battle
of Trafalgar.

With the wind as it blew, the French admiral would have
steered towards Toulon, had he not received intelligence that
Rear-admiral Louis, with a squadron of four or five sail of the
line, was cruising in the neighbourhood of the Straits. Nothing

* See pp. 35, 36, 40, 41, and 60,
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now remained but to proceed on a cruise, or to endeavour to
make a home port to the northward. Fortunately for British
interests, M. Dumanoir chose the latter alternative, and, having
stood to the westward until the squadron doubled Cape St.-
Vincent, which it did not do until the 29th, he steered north,
intending to enter the road of the isle of Aix.

The celebrated Rochefort squadron of five sail of the line,
three frigates, and two brigs, under Rear-admiral Allemand, had
escaped from their anchorage since the preceding July, and was
now at sea, playing sad havoc with British commerce. Two or
three squadrons were seeking M. Allemand, and every British
«cruiser was on the alert, in the hope of hearing some tidings of
bim. In the latter part of October the British 18-pounder 36-
gun frigate Pheenix, Captain Thomas Baker, steering, with sealed
orders, to a prescribed spot, a short distance to the westward of
Scilly, received intelligence from two or three neutrals, that the
Rochefort squadron had recently been seen in the bay of Biscay.
Considering that the importance of this communication would
: %stify him in prematurely breaking open his despatches, Captain

aker did so, and found they merely contained an order to
proceed to what was likely to prove to the Pheenix and those
-on board of her a profitable cruising ground.

Without a moment’s hesitation in the choice between
private interest and public duty, Captain Bakér made all sail
towards the bay of Biscay; and, having crossed it, had just
reached the latitude of Cape Finisterre, when, on the 2d of
November, at 11 A. M. standing on the starboard tack, with the
-wind at north-north-west, the Phcenix discovered and chased
four large sail, bearing west-north-west. Soon after noon the
strangers bore up, under all sail, in chase of the Pheenix ; who
thereupon bore up also, and steered south, Captain Baker being
aware that a British squadron under Sir Richard Strachan was
cruising off Ferrol ; and into whose hands he hoped to be able
«ti.;- lead, what he believed to be, a part of the Rochefort squa~

on. : S

At 3 p.m. the Pheenix discovered four additional sail of large
ships bearing south. Ina quarter of an hour more the four sail
first seen, having made the same discovery, hauled to the wind
on the starboard tack. Immediately the Pheenix, then steering
south-south-east, hauled up to south by west, the better to keep
sight of the ships first seen. These, which were, as it will be
conjectured, the French 80-gun ship Formidable, and 74s Mont-
Blanc, Scipion, and Duguay-Trouin, under Rear-admiral Duma-
noir,* subsequently wore and stood to the eastward ; and the
Pheenix, firing s and covering herself with signals, stood
again to the south-south-east, to join the four large sail seen in
that direction, and judged, but not yet ascertained, to be friends.

Much about the time that the Pheenix gained a sight of the

® For the names of the captains see p. 26
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four ships of M. Dumanoir, bearing from her west-north-west,
the Bntish 38-gun frigate Boadicea, Captain John Maitland,
and 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Dryad, Captain Adam Drum-
mond, discovered and chased them in the east by south. At
about 8 h. 45 m. p. M. the Pheenix saw the Boadicea and Dryad ;
but, as the latter were between herself and the supposed Roche-
fort squadron, the rockets they threw up failed to produce the
desired effect, and the Pheenix continued to stand from them.
At about 9 h. 30 m. the Boadicea and Dryad discovered to
leeward the same four ships, towards which the Phcenix was
hastening, together with three others at no great distance from
them, making seven sail inall. These were a British squadron
under Sir Richard Strachan, which had been detached from the
Channel fleet since the 20th of October, in search of the Roche-~
fort squadron, and cousisted of the

Gun-ship
80 Casar . « « . . . Captain Sir Richard John Strachan, bt. .
Hero . . . . . . »”» ‘Hon. Alan Hyde Gardner.
’ 73 Namur . « « « « » Lawrence William Halsted.
Courageux , . . « . » Richard Lee. .
e Bellona . . . » « . Charles Dudley Pater,
un.-frig.
86 Santa-Margarita . . . » ‘Wilson Rathborne.
82 Eolus . . . . . . »  Lord William Fitz-Roy.

Having, without getting any answer to their signals, arrived .
within two miles of the Ceesar, which was the weathermost ship
of this squadron, and then standing close hauled on the lar-
board tack, the Boadicea and Dryad, at about 10 h. 30 m. ». M.,
tacked to the north-east, and soon lost sight of friends and foes.
At 11 p. M. the Pheenix passed under the stern of the Ceesar,
steering as before about north by east; and, after the receipt of
a shot and the interchange of a few hails, discovering the ship
to be what she was, &ptain Baker informed Sir Richard
Strachan that the Rochefort squadron, or four ships at least of
it, were then not far distant upon his lee bow. :

Sir Richard’s squadron being at this time very much scattered,
the commodore directed Captain Baker to make sail to the south-
south-east, and hasten forward the ships astern. The Cesar
then bore away under all sail, with the wind at west-north-west,
followed at a great distance by the Hero, Courageux, and Aolus,
Scarcely had the Pheenix stood away from the Cesar before the
light of the moon discovered to Sir Richard the objects of
s chase, then in the east-north-east, under a press of canvass,
in the act of bearing away, closely formed in a sort of bow and.

uarter line. The Cesar and her three nearest consorts con=
" tinued the pursuit until the setting of the moon, at about 1 h.
30 m. A. M. on the 3d, accompanied by hazy blowing weather,
concealed the enemy from view : they then shortened sail, to
await the coming up of their friends astern.

At daylight on the 3d, by which time the wind had veered to:
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west-south-west, the Santa-Margarita joined the Ceesar and her
three companions ; and at7 h. 30 m. A. m. Cape Ortugal appeared
in sight, bearing south-east half-east distant 36 miles. At 9
A. M. the French ships againshowed themselves in the north-north-
east; and the British ships, spreading every thing they could
set, immediately chased in that direction. At %l A. M. the
Namur, preceded by the Pheenix, and followed at some distance
by a frigate which afterwards proved to be the Révolutionnaire
38, Captain the Honourable Henry Hotham, appeared far astern,
using every effort to get up. At noon the French ships were
about 14 miles distant, and in the sameline of bearing as when
first seen, the wind south-south-west, blowing strong. Towards
3 p. M. the Santa-Margarita, by her superior sailing, became the
leading ship in the chase; and the Pheenix, upon joining in the
evening, was despatched ahead, to assist the former in harass-
ing the enemy’s rear. To the great mortification of her officers
and crew, the Bellona had by this time parted company.

On the 4th, at daylight, owing to the indifferent sailing of the
Formidable, aided by the partial influence of the wind in its
fluctuations throughout the night, and which now blew mode-
rately from the south-east, the British ships had gained so far
in the chase, that scarcely six miles intervened between the
Ceesar, still the leading line-of-battle ship of her squadron, and
the Scipion, the rearmost ship in the French line. Such also,
during the preceding ni%lint’s chase, had been the zeal and acti-
vity on board the Santa-Margarita, that, by 5 h. 45 m. A. M. this

igate got near enough to fire her starboard foremost guns at the
Scipion; who, in a quarter of an hour afterwards brought her
stern-chasers to bear, and presently killed the boatswain, and
badly struck the hull, of the Santa-Margarita. At9 h. 30 m.
A. M. the Pheenix got up, and opened a fire from her larboard
guns into the Scipion’s starboard quarter. Inthis way the two

ritish frigates, practising every feasible manceuvre to keep clear
of the broadsides of their formidable opponents, continued to
harass the French rear, Meanwhile the Ceasar, Hero, and
‘Courageux, now formed in line ahead, and just favoured by a
shift of wind to south-south-east, were rapidly approaching, to
give a more decided feature to the combat.

. At about 11 h. 45 m. A. M., finding an action unavoidable, the
French admiral threw out the signal for his ships to take in
their small sails, and haul up to%:ather on the starboard tack,
with their heads to the north-east by east. This they presently
did, and then fell into a line ahead in the following order:
Duguay-Trouin, Formidable, Mont-Blanc, Scipion. From the
last-named ship the Ceesar at this time bore about south by west
rather more than a mile distant: consequently she was well on
the weather quarter of the French rear. The Namurand Révo-
lutionnaire had been great gainers by the slight change in the
wind. They were now running with it upon the quarter, and

¢
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bore from the commodore and his line, the one south-west, or
nearly astern, distant about 14 miles, the other west-south-west,
or a little upon the lee quarter, distant about seven miles. A
trifle to the westward of the Révolutionnaire’s line of bearing,
and just out of gun-shot from the enemy, lay the Zolus; and,
much nearer, t%:a Santa-Margarita and ly;husnix, who had
already performed so well, and who were still doing their utmost
to cripp]e the rearmost French ship. )

Having announced to Captains Gardner and Lee, by hailing,
that he should attack the centre and rear of the enemy, Sir
Richard edged away for the French admiral; as did the two
former, in [ike manner, for M. Dumanoir’s two seconds astern.
At about 15 minutes past noon the Ceesar opened her larboard
guns upon the Formidable, then, as well as her three com-
panions, carrying topsails and topgallantsails with courses
clewed up, and having the wind, as before, about a point abaft
the starboard beam. In a minute or two after the ar had
begun firing, the Hero and Courageux, in quick succession, dis-
charged their broadsides into the Mont-Blanc and Scipion. The
three French ships instantly returned the fire, and a spirited
action ensued. At this time the Namur was about 10 miles
astern, using every effort to get up. ’

At about %O minutes past noon the Casar hoisted the signal
for close action. At 10h. 55 m. p.m. the Duguay-Trouin gal-
lantly luffed up, with the intention of raking the Cesar ahead ;
but the latter, luffing up also, avoided the salute. This period
of the action we have endeavoured to illustrate by the following

diagram. !

" Form. M.BL Scip,
Either by accident or design, the Duguay-Trouin went in
stays, and, while rapidly passing, on the larboard tack, under
the lee, successively, of the Ceesar and Hero, received from each
of them, particularly from the latter, which ship she almost
touched, a heavy and destructive fire. L
“The French admiral, in the mean time, having made a signal
to that effect, tacked to support his gallant second ‘ahead, and
was followed in the manceuvre by the two ships in his wake;

but, having had her rigging much disabled by the Cesar’s fire,
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and being at best a bad-working ship, the Formidable could not

et roung quick enough to regain her station in the line, The
Eltter thereupon became 1:hirdg instead of second, the French
ships, when on the larboard tack, ranging as follows : Duguay-
Trouin,! Mont-Blanc, Formidable, Scipion; having the wind
about half a point before the beam. .

At about 1h. 20 m, p. M. the Cesar, being too much disabled
in her rigging to tack, wore; but the Hero and, we believe, the
Courageux succeeded in tacking. Finding that the Ceesar, after
she had got round, was making but slow progress in the chase,
Sir Richard, at 1h. 40 m. p. M., signalled the Namur, then on
the weather bow of the French ships, to attack the enemy’s van,
and at the same time made the Hero’s signal to lead on the lar-
board tack. The Hero, followed at some distance by the Cou-
rageux, and at a much greater distance by the Cesar, edged
away towards the French squadron. ‘

About this time, observing that the Namur was lying to, as
it appeared, out of gun-shot of the enemy, the Cesar, by way
of enforcing attention to the signal she had previously made,
fired at the former ship “ two guns shotted.””*  Of this fact we
were fully aware when drawm%] up the account for our first
edition ; but, observing, among the official papers in the gazette,
a “ General Memorandum,” communicating Sir Richard
Strachan’s thanks to his captains for their ¢ zealous and gallant
conduct,” we considered that there might have been some mis-
take in the log-entry, and refrained, upon a principle which we
still feel to be just, from making the slightest allusion to it. We
have since learnt that the Namur was fired at in the manner
stated ; but that Sir Richard, whose impatience, we believe, is
not always of the most discriminative kind, subsequently ac-
knowledged that he had been unnecessarily harsh. Even in this
view of the case we should perhaps have withheld the statement,
had not our prévious omission been attributed to motives incom-
patible with the impartiality which gives to these pages their
principal value.

At a few minutes before 2 p. M., while running down to close
the Formidable, the Hero recommenced the action by firing her
starboard guns at the Scipion ; who, losing in consequence her
main topmast, fell to leeward. Here the Scipion was engaged
by the Courageux to windward, and by the Phcenix and Révolu-
tionnaire (which latter had just joined) to leeward. The Hero,
in the mean time, had got upon the weather beam of the For-
midable, and kept gradually forereaching until she gained a
station upon the latter ship’s larboard bow. At about2h. 45 m.
P. M. the Namur arrived up astern of the Hero, and began
engaging the Formidable. The Hero then made sail to close
the Mont-Blanc ; which ship, as well as the Duguay-Trouin,

* Log of Hero.
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had occasionally raked the former while engaging the For-
. midable.
At 3 h. 5 m. P. M., having had her mizen topmast shot away
and her fore topmast and mainmast left in a tottering state, and
observing the Caesar, who had since refitted her damaged rig-
ing, in the act of opening her fire, the Formidable hauled down
er colours, and was taken possession of by the Namur; who,
having had her main yard cut in two hy the French 80-gun
ship’s fire, was incapacitated from making sait. At3h.10m.
P.M., just as the D:guay—Trouin and Mont-Blanc had bore up,
to form a fresh line ahead of the Scipion, the latter ship, having,
by the united fire of the Courageux and frigates, had her fore
topmast and main and mizen masts shot away, struck her
colours, and was taken possession of by the Pheenix and Révo-
- lutionnaire.

Seeing the fate of the Scipion and Formidable, the Duguay-
Trouin and Mont-Blanc endeavoured to make off; but they
were soon overtaken by the Hero and Ceesar. After a close and
well-maintained cannonade of about 20 minutes’ duration, in
which the British 80-gun ship’s heavy broadsides were most
sensibly felt, the two French 74s, being reduced to a shattered
and defenceless state, and observing the Courageux ready to
open her fire, hauled down their colours, the Duguay-Trouin to

e Hero, and the Mont-Blanc to the Ceesar. This occurrence
took place at about 3h. 35m. P, M.; when the ships of both
squadrons were nearly in the positions represented in the follow-

ing diagram :
e ;
m\lﬂmm

8h. 35m. P M,

Courag: -».m-ﬁ?_
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" The Casar lost four men killed and 25 wounded ; the Hero,
as a proof of the conspicuous part she took in the action, one
second lieutenant of marines (Robert Morrison) and nine men

killed, one licutenant (John Shekel), one second lieutenant: of
VOL. IV, I
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marines (Comelius Jamss Stevenson), one purser (Thomss Tit-
terton), and 48 men wounded ; the Courageux, one man killed,.
her first licutenant (Robert Clephane), one master’s mate (Thomasg.
Daws), one midshipman (John Gibbs Bird), her gunner (John
Austin), and nine men wounded ; the Namur, four men killed,.
one captain of marines (William Clements), one lieutenant
(Thomas Osborne), one midshipman (Frederick ), and.
five men wounded ; the Santa-Margarita, her boatswain (Thomas.
Edwards), killed, and one man wounded ; the Révolutionnaire,
two men killed and six wounded ; the Pheenix, two killed and.
four wounded ; and the Zolus, three wounded : making a total
of 24 killed and 111 wounded. None of the British ships had
any spars shot away, except the Ceesar her main to t,
the If:nr:her foretopeail yard, and the Namur her main yard ;
but the Ceesar and Hero had received considerable damage in,
their masts generally, a8 well as in their rigging and sails.

The loss sustained by the French ships was extremely severe.
The Formidable had 200 killed and wounded, including among,
the latter Rear-admiral Dumanoir in two places; the Scipion,

the same number, including among the wounded her captain ;
the Mont-Blane 180, and the Duguay-Trouin 150, includi
among the latter’s killed her captain : ing a total of 730 in.

killed and wounded.* All four French ships been so struck
in their masts, that, soen after the action ended, the foremasts of
the Formidable and Mont-Blanc were the only sticks left stand--
ing This, coupled with the heavy loss just enumerated, affords

. a decisive proof that the French ships did not surrender until.
they were compelled to do so: it proves, also, that the British
ships fired their guns, which is not invariably the case, with
both quickness and precision.

The force of the four French ships has already appeared (see

. 94); but it must in justice be stated, that in this action the

ormidable mounted 65 guns only, three having been dismounted
in the battle of Trafalgar (see p. 107), and 12 of her quarterdeck
12-pounders having been thrown overboard during the chase of
the squadron by Sir Richard Strachan. This fact is stated on
oath in the written depositions of the Formidable’s late officers,
lodged in the admiralty prize-court, and is confirmed by the
official return of the prize broker, it there appearing that no more
than 68 guns were found on board the ship.

In the battle of Trafalgar, neither the French nor the British
frigates fired a shot: in this battle all four British frigates, three
of them especially, contributed their full share towards achieving
the victory. It is true that the official letter, the extraordinary
brevity of which has been so admired by some and blamed by
others, states that, when the French ships tacked, ¢ the frigates
were to leeward of the enemy, But Sir Richard surely never

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 195.
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intended to bhave it thence inferred, that they took no further
i the action. An officer of one of the line-of-battle ships,
_ tly the Namur, in a letter published on the same day as
ﬂ official account, considers that the tacking of the French
ships. “ gave the fri@ates in the rear the credit of taking a good
share in the action.” The French indeed represent, that every
one of their ships, when the squadron got on the larboard tack,
found herself assailed by a ship of the line to windward and a
frigate to leeward, the latter p}l)acing herself in a comparatively
mg but harassing position on the quarter. This is saying too
much. What the frigates really did may be thus stated : The
Pheenix, by her skilful manceuvres, decoyed the French squa-
dron within sight of the British squadron. This frigate, then,
accomgmied by the Santa-Margarita, gallantly fought, and con-
siderably annoyed, the rearmost French ship; so much so,
doubtless, as to have checked the way of all the French ships,
and thereby enabled Sir Richard the more quickly to overtake
them. When the French squadron tacked, the SantavMargarita
got thrown out, because she had received a dangerous shot in
the magnzine, besides several other shot in her starboard side;
to stop the holes of which the ship was obliged to be kept on
the heel for two hours. But the Iéamta-Margarita’s place was
ably supplied by the Révolutionnaire, who, with the Pheenix,
gave the finishing blow to the Scipion. The Zolus exchanged
a few distant shot with the French ships as they passed to wind-
ward, and made herself useful in taking possession of the Mont-
Blane after that ship had struck to the Ceesar.

The capture of EI Dumanoir’s squadron may fairly be con-
sidered as an emanation from the battle: of Trafalgar. So that,
out of the 18 sail of the line which France possessed on the
morning of the 21st of October, in a fortnight afterwards she
could count only five, and those five shut up 1n a Spanish port,
helpless te themselves and useless to their country. The news
of e sad reverses reached the French emperor in Austria, in
the midst of his brilliant triumphs. Napoléon is said to have
flown info the most violent rage, and to have declared, in allu-
sion to Byng’s fate, that he would “teach French admirals how
to conquer.” “Je saurai bien apprendre aux amiraux frangais
a vaincre.”* In a little time, however, Buonaparte's habitual
duplicity resumed its sway over his mind ; and he was weak
enough to imagine that, because he told the legislative assembly
that a few of his ships had been lost in a storm,+ and the Moni-
teur and other French papers refrained from publishing a word
on the subject, the world at large were a jot less wise respecting
the real fate of the Franco-Spanish fleet.

The French emperor subsequently gave a gracious reception to
Captains Lucas, Infernet, Magendie, and Villemadrin ; saying to

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 197 1 See p. 109.
12
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the first two: “ Those cal;:tains who, instead of closing with the
enemy, kept out of gun-shot, shall be prosecuted, and if there is
cause, shall be made a striking example of ;”” ¢ Les capitaines
de vaisseau qui, au lieu d’aborder I’ennemi, se sont tenus hors de
})ortée de canon, seront pour-suivis, et, 8'il y a liey, il en sera
ait un exemple éclatant;”* and to the last two: “You are
among those who fought well; you shall have your reward.”
“Vous étes du nombre de ceux qui se sont bien battus, vous
prendrez votre revanche.”+
Napoléon’s intentions respecting M. Villeneuve are not very
clear. This unfortunate admiral, having obtained his parole,
sailed from Plymouth in a cartel on the 9th of April, and on the
night of the 22d landed at Morlaix ; intending, it was under-
stood, to proceed straight to Paris to justify himself before the
French emperor. A few evenings afterwards M. Villeneuve,
while waiting at the Hotel de la Patrie at Rennes for Napoléon’s
orders respecting his future movements, was found dead in his
bed, stabBed in several places, as alleged, by his own hand, but,
as very generally suspected, by the agency of Buonaparte.
Buonaparte has since denied this ;1 but who would confess such
an act? On the 20th of October, 1809, and not before, Rear-
admiral Dumanoir, for his conduct on the 21st of October, 1805,
was tried by a court of inquiry, which had been summoned by
Napoléon’s orders, and was acquitted. The court sat at Paris,
and was composed of the two senators, the Comtes de Fleurien
and Bougainville, and the two Vice-admirals Thevenard and
Rosily ; who gave it as their opinion, “ That Rear-admiral
Dumanoir manceuvred conformably to signals and the dictates of
duty and honour.” ¢ Que le contre-amiral Dumanoir a ma-
nceuvré conformément aux signaux, et a I'impulsion du devoir et
de I'honneur.” ¢ That he did all that the wind and circum-
stances would permit to succour the commander-in-chief.”
“ Qu’il a fait ce que les vents et les circonstances ont pu lui per-
mettre pour venir au secours de 'amiral.” “That be engaged,
as closely as he could, all the ships that he met in his way to the
centre.” “ Qu’il a combattu, d’aussi prés qu’il a pu, tous les
vaisseaux qu’il a rencontrés jusqu’au centre.” ¢ In short, that
he did not individually abandon the contest until forced to do so
by the damages of his ship, and in particular by the imprac-
ticabi]ity of manceuvring, owing to the state of his masts and
ngging.” ¢ Enfin, qu’il n’a personellement quitté le combat,
ue forcé par les avaries de tout genre de son vaisseau, et par-
ticuli¢rement par I'impossibilité de mancenvrer dans I’état og se
trouvait sa méture.”
On the 29th of December, 1809, the same court of inquiry
sat to investigate M. Dumanoir’s conduct on the battle of the

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 198. + Ibid.
1 See O’Meara’s I‘?apoléon in Exile, vol. i., p. 56.
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5th of November. The members would not question the bravery
of a French admiral, but they found fault with his tactics.
There was some colour for this ; and the question still lies open,
¢ Why did not M. Dumanoir, on the 4th, or on the day preceding
the battle, with his four sail of the line, tack and fall upon the
three British sail of the line and three frigates then solely in pur-
suit of him ?” Not satisfied with the sentence pronounced upon
him, M. Dumanoir demanded and obtained a naval court-martial.
It was held at Toulon, and honourably acquitted him. M.
Dumanoir is now the fifth vice-admiral on the list. Captains
Maistral and Epron outlived Napoléon’s displeasure ; and the
name of the survivor of the two, Captain Epron, is not eclipsed
in. honorary marks of distinction by that of any officer of the
same rank in the “ Etat Général de la Marine.”

Sir Richard Strachan carried his four %'izes in safety to Ply-
mouth, and they were all added to the British navy; the For-
midable, under the name of Brave, the Duguay-Trouin, under
that of Implacable, and the remaining two under their own
names. The Implacable and Scipion were the only ships that
afterwards went to sea. On the 9th of November, two days
before his despatches reached the admiralty, and consequently
without reference to his recent success over the enemy, Sir
Richard was promoted to the rank of rear-admiral. On the
20th of the ensuing January, Sir Richard, for his conduct in the .
action of the 5th of November, became invested with the order
of the Bath ; and, about the same time, the rear-admiral, and the
captains and officers who served under him, received the thanks
of parliament. Gold medals were also distributed, and the
first lieutenants of the line-of-battle ships, we believe, made
commanders,

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 21st of January the British schooner Gipsy (tender to
the flag-ship at Port-Royal, Jamaica), of ten 4-pounders and 45
men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant Michael Fitton, while
lying to off Cape Antonio, waiting to deliver despatches from the
commander-in-chief to the 36-gun frigate Prnncess-Charlotte,
Captain the Honourable Francis Fayerman Gardner, was chased
by two schooner and three felucca privateers from under . the
land. Lieutenant Fitton immediately filled and stood out to the
offing, in the hope that the privateers would separate in the
chase, and afford him a chance of capturing one or two of them.
In a short time the largest of the two schooners got considerably
ahead of her companions. By way of encouraging this vessel to
continue the pursuit, the Gipsy paid a cable out of her stern~
port, which slackened her way, and appeared to produce its in-
tended effect. Having run the leading privateer to a sufficient
distance from the rest, the Gipsy tacked and stood for her. The
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ivateer immediately put about, and a running action enswed
Etween her and the Gipey ; so much, however, to the former’s
disadvantage, that she ran on the Colorados reef, and was
totally wrecked. Seeing the fate of their companion, the re-
maining four privateers crowded sail away, and left the Gipsy
to remain unmolested upon her station. In three daya aftes-
wards the Princess-Charlotte arrived on the spot, and Lieutenant
Fitton delivered to Captain Gardner the despatches with which
" he had been charged. '

On the 3d of February, at daylight, Cape Caxine in sight
bearing south, as the British ship-sloop Arrow, Captain Richard
Budd Vincent, and bomb-ship Acheron, Captain Arthur Far-
quhar, having in charge (except one which had foundered in &
squall three days before) the whole of a convoy of 35 merchant
vessels from Malta bound to England, were steering west by
north, with a light breeze from the north-east, two large smal
‘were discovered bearing east-south-east of the Acheron, then in
the rear of the fleet. At 8 h. 30 m. A.m. the course of the fleet
was altered by signal to west-north-west. At 10h. 30 m. a.x,
in obedience to a signal from the Arrow, the Acheron wore and
stood towards the strangers, to ascertain their character. At
11h. 16 m. A.u. Captain Farquhar communicated that they
were suspicious, and presently afterwards, that they were fo-
gates. The vessels of the convoy on each quarter were now
signalled to close. At noon Cape Albatel bore south by west
half-west distant 10 or 11 1

At two minutes past noon the Arrow cast off the brig which
she had been towing, wore, and hauled to the wind oa the lar-
board tack, for the purpose of joining the Acheran; who had
also wore, and was returning to the convoy, under all sail, with
light winds from the eastward. In the course of the succeeding
quarter of an hour, the customary signals were made to the
convoy for its safety ; and the Duchess-of-Rutland, a warlike-
looking transport, was directed to lead the fleet on its course.
At half past noon the Acheron hoisted her colours and fired &
gun. The chasing ships paying no attention to this, not a deubt
remained that they were enemies; and a signal to that effect was
immediately made to the ships of the convoy, with orders for
them to make all possible sail to the appointed rendezvous. At
2 p. M. the Arrow, having tacked to the northward, brought to
for the Acheron. At this time the two strangers, which were the
French 40-gun frigate Hortense, Captain Louis-Charles-Auguste
La Marre-le-Meillerie, and 38-gun frigate In shle,
tain Simon Billiet, continued their course about west~north-west,
under all sail, with light winds. These frigates, having parted
from the Toulon ﬂeet’gn a violent gale of wind,* had -ﬁncgan'ned
near the Straits of Gibraltar for some days, and not finding theix

* Bee vol. ii, p. 306,
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ge;:;l.st the appointed rendezvous, were now om their return to
o on' .

At 4h. 30m. p.u. the Acheron joined the Arrow ; and it was
determined by the two commanders, that they would keep
hetween the cenvoy and the French frigates, who were now about
five miles distant. At 5 p. . it became quite calm ; the convoy
$hen bearing from the Arrow and Acheron nerth-west by west
distant three miles, and the land between Cape Albatel and
©Cape Tennis sonth-south-west half-west, distant 11 leagues. At
-about 11 ».w. a hight air sprang up from the south-west. The
body of the convoy at this time bore from the Arrow west-north«
west distant four miles, and the French frigates, who were on
the larboard tack steering towards the convoy, bore north-
moarth-east distant three miles. The Arrow and Acheron were
=lgo on the larboard tack, ing in line ahead in close order.

- At about 4h. 15m. A. M. on the 4th the Hortense, having
tacked, passed to leeward of and 'hailed the Arrow, but did not
fire. On arriving abreast of the Acheron, the frigate was her-
@elf hailed. Afier hailing in return, the Hortense opened a fire
of round end grape upon the Acheron; which considerably
damaged her rigging and sails, and carried away the main top~
geallantyard and slh’ngs of the main yard, but did net injure
any person on board. The Acheron returned the fire with hee
etarboard guns, ‘and then hove about and discharged the oppo-
site ones. The Arrow, who had in the meen time bore up,
raked the Hortense astern, as the latter stood on to the west<
ward. At 5h.30m. A. M. the Incorruptible, whom the light
and baffling winds had somewhat separated from her consort,
passed, without firing, under the lee of the. Armrow, then lyi
to on the starboard tack. Shortly afterwards, in wearing roun
on the starboard tack, the Incorruptible gped her stern to
the Acheron’s guns, and received from them, 3§ too great a dis-~
tance probably for carronades to be effective, two rounds of shot.
The Incorruptible at length came to the wind, and then stood
after her consort.

Daylight, which had been anxiously looked for by the weaker
pug, showed the two frigates with their heads to the south<
ward and their eolours flying. Soon afterwards the Hortense
hoisted a broad pendant at the main. At 6 A.»c the Arrow
made the signal “for action” to the Duchess-of-Rutland, she
being the most effective ship of the convoy ; but although even a
show of coming to the assistance of either of the men of war
would - heve been of service, the Duchess-of-Rutland neither
answered nor o the signal. The Arrow then made sail onm
the starboard tack, followed in close erder, by the Acheron; the
wind still very light from the north-west, and the convoy about
four miles to windward, mostly on the larboard tack, much
scattered, and making all sail to the westward. In a little while
the two French frigates wore to the eastward, and houled on the



120 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1805..

larboard tack; apparently with the intention of engaging the
British ships to leeward.

At about 7 h. 26 m. A. M., being abreast of the Arrow, within
half musket-shot distance, the Fncorruptible opened her broad
side, and received that of the Arrow in return. In five minutes
more this frigate arrived abreast of and began engaging the
Acheron. The Hortense having, in the mean while, closed with
the Arrow, the action became general between all four ships.
As the French ships were wearing to renew the action on the
opposite tack, the Arrow put her helm hard a-weather, and
raked them ; but, the lightness of the wind preventing her from
steering, the Arrow, in her turn, became exposed to a heavy
fire from both frigates. The -Acheron then hauled close to the
wind, to clear her consort, and, in passing, became again engaged
with the Hortense; who, after having poured a destructive fire
into the starboard quarter of the Arrow, hauled after the Acheron.

The Arrow, in her immovable and shattered state, was now
left to the Incorruptible, and a warm and close action ensued
between these ships. At length, at about 8 h. 30 m. A. M., just.
one hour and 20 minutes since the two had begun engaging,
having had her running rigging shot to pieces, her lower masts
badly wounded, her standing rigging, yards, and sails much cut,
many shot between wind and water, and the ship leaky in con-

uence, four guns dismounted, her rudder machinery disabled,
and having, moreover, incurred a severe loss in killed and
wounded, the Arrow struck her colours. In 20 minutes more
the Acheron, who, on the. Arrow’s surrender, had made all sail
to the southward, having also been much disabled in masts,
sails, and rigging, and had a part of her stern-post carried
away, and finding it in vain to attempt escaping from a ship that
sailed so much faster, hauled down her colours to the Hortense.

The Arrow’s guns consisted of twenty-eight 32-pounder carro-
nades, 24 of them on a flush deck;* and her' complement at
Quarters, including seven invalid male passengers,{ was 132
men and boys. Of these, she had 13 killed and 27 wounded.
The Acheron, exclusive of her two bombs, mounted only eight
24-pounder carronades, with a complement of 67 men and boys ;
of whom (although omitted to be stated in the gazette-letter)
she had three men killed and eight wounded.

The Hortense was a fine new frigate, mounting 48 long guns
and carronades, 18-pounders on the main deck ; with a comple-
ment of 340 or 350 men, exclusive of about 300 troops. Her
loss cannot he ascertained, but was probably trifling. The
Incorruptible mounted 42 guns, the same, we believe, as those
specified at No. 7 in the small table at p. 54 of the first volume.

* See vol.i,, p. 403, note Q®, where the Arrow and her sister-vessel are
described.

-+ One lady, her female attendant, and a very young child, were also un-
fortunately on board. .
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Her complement, including troops, extended to 640 men. Of
these the Incorruptible doubtless sustained a greater loss than
one killed and five wounded, the amount stated in the Moniteur,
otherwise her damages would not have detained this frigate in
port on the second departure of the Toulon fleet.*

The noble defence made by this sloop and bomb-vessel did
something more than display an additional proof of the bravery
and devotedness of British seamen: it preserved from capture
31 out of 34 sail of merchantmen, (the Duchess-of-Rutland and
two others were all that fell into the hands of the frigates,) and
the captured men-of-war had been so long and so bravely
defended as to be useless in the French service. Indeed scarcely
had the surviving crew and passengers been removed from the
Arrow, and that =’by the French boats, her own having been
destroyed by shot, than the ship settled on her beam-ends and
sank ; and the shattered state of the Acheron induced the
capftiors, as soon as her people were removed, to set that vessel
o1 fire,

Hadthe Arrow, with her powerful battery and gallant crew,
fallen in with the Incorruptible alone, under such circumstances
of wind and weather, as would have allowed the former to
maintain a close position, the combat might have resembled, in
its result, that fought in the preceding war between the British
brig Pelican and the French frigate Medées As it was, the
conduct of both commanders received its just reward in their
almost immediate promotion to post-rank. We regret to be
obliged to add, that the brave defence of the Arrow failed to
produce for her late officers and crew the slightest sympathy in
the breast of Captain Billiet; who, in the treatment of his
prisoners, appears to have fallen very little short of the celebrated
Captain Lejoille.}

n the 8th of February, at daybreak, the British 16-gun brig-
sloop Curieux, Captain George Edmund Bgron Bettesworth,
being about 20 leagues to the eastward of Barbadoes, discovered
on her lee bow a large brig, that immediately bore up and made
all sail. Chase was given ; and, after a run of 12 hours, during
which the brig tried every point of sailing to escape, the Curieux
got within point-blank shot. The former, which was the French
privateer Dame-Ernouf, then took in her studding-sails, brought
to on the starboard tack, hoisted French colours, and commenced
a brisk fire of great guns and small arms. As soon as she had
arrived within musket-shot upon the privateer’s weather quarter,
the Curieux opened her fire. The action continued with great
obstinacy for 40 minutes ; when the Dame-Ernouf ceased firing,
and, after three cheers had been given by her crew, steered for
the Curieux’s lee quarter. Aware of the intent, Captain

* See vol, iii., p. 327. + See vol. i., p. 356.
See vol. ii., p. 234,
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Bettesworth put his helm a-starboard, and caught his opponent’s
§ib-boom between the Curieux’s after fore-shroud and foremast.
In this exposed sitnation the Dame-Emnouf remained, until her
deeks were completely cleared by the guns of the Curieux ; when,
just as the latter -was about to board the former, the two vessels
parted, the fore topmast of the Dame-Ernouf falling -over ‘the
side just as she dropped clear. The privateer continued a short
time firing musketry, and then hauled down her colours.

Both ships mounted 16 long Fremch G-pounders.* The
Curieux had a complement of 67 men and boys; of whom she
lost five, including the purser, Mr. Maddox (who, in the absence
of the first lieutenant, gallantly volunteered his services, and weas
killed at the head of the small-arm men), killed, and four,
including her commander, by a musket-ball in the headgp
wounded. The Dame-Ernouf commenced action with 120 men,
of whom she had 30 killed and 40 wounded ; a sufficient proof
that her officers and crew in their resistance while
any hope remained. In his modest account of an action so
creditable to himself and his brig’s company, Captain Bettesworth
omits not to pass a very handsome encomium on the gallantry
of his antagomst, :

On the %30th of February, at 5 A. M., a8 the British 18-pounder
36-gun frigate ‘San-Fiorenzo, Captain Henry Lambert, was in
latitude 19° 35’ north, longitude 85° 25’ east, standing on the
:;:larboard iack, with a light ,;vilt))d at west-;outh-wes‘t, in search of

e French (late privateer,} but now) 2gun frigate Psyché,
Captain Jacques B?ergeret, reported to be off Vizagapatam, three
sail were discovered at anchor under the land to the southward,
‘These, which were the Psyché and two shigs, her prizes, imme-
diately weighed and made sail, pursued by the San-Fioremza.
Light and baffling winds continueg during the day, and towards
midnight it became quite calm. At about 20 minutes past

enidnight, a light breeze having sprung up, the San-Fiorenzo -

d
braced round on the larboard tack, and made all sail, triaming
and wetting them to quicken her progress. In this way the
chase continued throughout the remainder of the night, the San~
Fiorenzo gradually gaining until 5h. 30 m. p.M. on the 14th;
when the Psyché and her companions hoisted English colours,
as did also the San-Fiorenzo. At 7h.30m. ». M. the latter
arrived within hail and took possession of the sternmost vessel
of the three, the Thetis, late country-ship, and which had just

* The Curieux had been captured the preceding year, see p. 109,
admiralty order of December 10, 1804, the Curieux was ordered iurtom g
pounder carronades, but it is believed retained her French guns, until
admiralty orders of Ausnst 9 and September 12, 1805, she was estab)
with eight long 6-pounders and ten 24-pounder carronades.

+ He had also received three wounds at the cutting out of the brig he now
commanded. See vol. ifi., p. 245. '

I See vol. iii., p. 264,




1804, SAN-FIORENZO AND PSYCHE. 128

heen abandaned by the Psyché, then a short distance ahead.
From the crew of the Thetis it was ascertained, that the other
ize. had been the Pigeon country-ship, but was now the
uivaque privateer, of 10 guns and 40 men, commanded by
ape of M. Bergeret’s lieutenants,

Continuing the chase under all sail, the San-Fiorenzo, at 8
®.3, got within gun-shot of, and fired a bow-chaser at, the
Psynb%? who returned it with two guns from her stem. 1In 10
minutes more the two frigates commenced a ‘furious action, at
the distance of about 100 yards, and continued hotly engaged
amtil a few minutes before 9 ». M., when the Psyché fei‘,l' on ﬁnl
the San-Fiorenza. In about a quarter of an honr the Psyché

t clear, and ?l:all cannkonade was renewe:lh with spirit, the

nivoque occask takinga in it, to the noslight ann
ance of the San-Fiorezzo. t Sﬁ;tlt 9 h. 40 m. p. n.g the latotg
shot away the Psyché’s main yard, and the firing still continued
with unabated fury. At 11 h. 30 m. p. M. the San-Fiorenzo
hauled off to reeve new braces and repair her rigging. At mid-
night, being again ready, the latter bore up to renew ghe conflict
but, justas the British fri?te was about to n her broad-
side, 8 boat from the Psyché came on board with a message to
Captain Lambert, stating that Captain Bergeret, out of huma-
aity to the survivors of his crew, had struck, although he might.
have barne the contest longer.

Of her 253 men and boys on board, the San Fiorenzo had
one midshipman (Christopher H. B. Lefroy), eight seamen, one
drummer, and two marines killed, and one lieutenant (William
Dawson), her master (James Finlayson), one lieutenant of
marines (Samuel Ashmore), one midshipman (Samuel Marsin-

), 30 seamen, and two marines wounded ; total, 12 killed and

6 wounded. Severe as this loss was, that on board the
Psyché was far more so. The latter ship had her second cap-
tain, two lieutenants, and 54 seamen and soldiers killed, and 70
officers, seamen, and soldiers wounded.

The San-Fiorenzo mounted, hesides her 26 long 18-pounders
an the main deck, 14 carronades, 32-pounders, and two long
nines on the quarterdeck and forecastle, total 42 guns. "Since
ter affair with the Wilhelmina, the Psyché had been purchased
for the national navy by General Decaen, the governor of the
{sle of France; and %ear-admiral Linois had allowed the enter-

ising officer to whom she had belonged to continue in the
command of her. Her 36 guns appear to have, been the same
thatsbe mounted as a privateer, and will be found at a preceding

. COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.
SAN-FIORENZO. PSYCHE.

: No. 21 18

. Broadside-guns..cessssesescsessane { Ibs. 467 259
CréWeeesssses . No. 253 240
Size senseitODS 1032 848

* See vol. iii., p. 264.
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The 10-gun ship Equivoque is here left out, partly because the
calibers of her guns are not known, and partly because the aid
she afforded the Psyché was not constant, but occasional. As
to the two frigates, aYthough nominally equal, they were very far
from being a match, and yet what a resistance the Psyché’s was,
Her loss in killed and wounded amounted to more than half her
crew ; and among the killed were the second captain and her.
two lieutenants. Her third lieutenant was on board the Equi-
voque. This act of Ca‘?tain Bergeret’s surpassed what had been
expected even of him ;* and every Frenchman, who wishes well
to the navy of his country, should hold in honourable recollec-
tion the heroic defence of the Psyché. The prize became added
to the British navy as a 12-pounder 32-gun frigate ; but owing
partly to her age and partly to the damage done to her by getting

round, the Psyché did not continue more than a few years in

e service.

" On the 16th of February, at daybreak, in latitude 28° north,
longitude 67° west, the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate
Cleopatra, Captain Sir Robert Laurie, Bart., saw a ship in the
south-east, standing to the east-north-east, with the wind at
north-west, and immediately went in chase of her. At 11 A.m.
the stranger was discovered to bé a large frigate, with 15 ports

_of a side on the main deck. The Cleopatra, whose force was
that of her class,} with the exception that four of her nines had
been exchanged for ten 24-pounder carronades, making her guns
in all 38, cleared for action, and hoisted American colours, to
induce the stranger to bring to. Instead, however, of doing so,
the latter made more sail. She was the French 40-gun fngate
Ville-de-Milan, Captain Jeane-Marie Renaud, armed with 46
guns, eight more long 8-pounders than the establishment,{ no
carronades apparently, and her two aftmost maindeck guns left
at Martinique; from which island she was 19 days, with
despatches for France, and with express orders not to speak any
thing during the passage.

Under these circumstances, a trial of speed was alone to
determine, whether or not there should follow a trial of strength.
Each ship spread all the canvass she could set, and night left
the two frigates still in chase. At daybreak, on the 17th, they
were only about four miles apart. The British frigate continued
to gain upon the French frigate ; and, at 10 h. 30 m. A. M., the.
'Ville-.de-glilan took in her studding-sails, and hauled more up.
The Cleopatra, as soon as she approached within three quarters
of a mile, did the same. At 11 h.30m. a. ». the Ville-de-Milan_
hauled up her mainsail and kept more off the wind ; but, upon
the Cleopatra’s steering to close with her upon her quarter, the

* See vol. i., p. 325, and vol ii., p. 286.
See H in the table at p. 91, of vol. i.
See No. 5 in the table at p. 54 of vol. i
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Ville-de-Milan again set her mainsail and staysails, in the hope
to gain the wind of her adversary, that being fvler own best point
of sailing. Each ship now hoisted her colours ; and, the Ville-
de-Milan seeming to draw rather ahead, the Cleopatra, when at
the distance of about half gun-shot, fired her bow-chasers. An
occasional well-directed fire in return from the stern-chasers of
the Ville-de-Milan obliged the Cleopatra to steer more upon the
latter’s quarter; a course which, although it prolonged the chase,
became necessary, in order to avoid being raked by what were
now discovered to be heavy shot.

At 2 h. 30 m. p.m., latitude at noon 29° 24" north, longitude
64° 20’ west, just as the Cleopatra had got within 100 yards of
the Ville-de-Milan, the latter luffed close to the wind, and gave
her twe broadsides. The former, as soon as she had approached
to half the distance, returned the compliment, and a warm action
ensued ; both ships trimming sails, and steering, sometimes
close to the wind, and at other times about three points free, in
which latter case the Cleopatra had considerably tge advantage.
At about 5 p. M., having shot away the Ville-de-Milan’s main-
topsail yard, the Cleopatra forged ahead, and this although the
mizen topsail was squared and both jib-stay and halliards gone.
Having neither fore nor main clue-garnets left by which to haul
up the courses, her running rigging being cut to pieces so as to
render it impossible to shorten or to back her sails, the main
and the spring stay being shot away, and the mainmast sup-
ported only by the storm stay-sail-stay, the Cleopatra prepared
to cross her opponent’s bow, so that by luffing up she might
rake the Milan, in preference to exposing her stern to the latter’s
powerful broadside. Just as the Cleopatra was in the act of
attempting this manceuvre, a shot struck the wheel, and the
broken spokes, becoming jammed against the deck, rendered
the rudder, already clioked by splinters, totally immovable.

Availing herself of this ungovernable state of her antagonist,
and of her own windward position, the Ville-de-Milan bore u
and gave the Cleopatra her stem ; running her head and bow-
sprit over the latter’s quarterdeck, just abaft the main rigging.

overed by a heavy fire of musketry, the French crew now
attempted to board, but were repulsed. A continued stream of
musketry from the Ville-de-Milan’s forecastle and tops soon
cleared the Cleopatra’s decks; and all the resistance the latter
could offer in return was by two maindeck guns, which, as their
shot passed in a line with the Milan’s lower deck, did very little
injury. In this dilemma, with her principal sails shivering, or
gartly aback, and a ship more than a third larger pressing upon

er with all the accumulated force of a strong wind and heavy
sea, the Cleopatra attempted to hoist the foretopmast staysail
and set the sprit-sail ; but the fire from the French musketry,
and from the swivels in the enemy’s tops, was too destructive to
admit of its being done. At length, at about 5h. 15m. ». M.,
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the Ville-de-Milan boarded and took possession of her shattered
and defenceless antagonist. Almost immediately afterwards the
Cleopatra’s fore and main masts went over the side, her bowsprit
soon followed ; and she lay almost in a foundering state under
the bows of the Ville-de-Milan.

Being 10 able seamen short of her complement, the Cleopatra
mustered at quarters, including one su merary lieutenant,.
only 200 men and boys; and several of these were so sick as to-
be of very little service. Of this comparatively small crew the
Cleopatra had 16 seamen, three marines, and one boy killed, her
first and second lieutenants (William Balfour and James Crooke),
one acting lieutenant (Charles Mitchell), one supernumerary
lieutenant (William Bowen), one lieutenant of marines (Thomas-
Appleton), her master (John Bell), boatswain (John M*Carthy),
one midshipman (Robert Standly), 23 seamen, and seven-
marines (two of the latter mortally) wounded : total, 22 killed
and dead of wounds, and 36 wounded.

The loss on board the Ville-de-Milan, out of a crew, as
deposed to bga:er officers, of 350, althouvﬁl: admitted to have
been severe, not been enumerated. e last shot fired by
the Cleopatra killed Captain Renaud ; and & previous shot had'
badly wounded the frigate’s second in command, M. Guillet.
The surviving crew of the Ville-de-Milan, after the action had:
ceased, amounted to 340, including the wounded. This would:

ive 10 as the number killed, which is perhaps near the amount.
ﬁls a proof that the Cleopatra’s shot done considerable
execution on board the Ville-de-Milan, the latter’s main and'
mizen masts went over the side in the course of the night
succeeding the action.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS,

CLEOPATRA. VILLE-DE-MILAN.

. ‘ No.| 19 : 23
onadslde'gum 000000000000 000000000 lbﬂ. 282 A 340
Crew secses NO, 200 350
Size o sseeeentONS 689 1097

Had it not been for the carronades of the Cleopatra, more
than a twofold disparity in weight of metal would here have been
exhibited ; and, in crew and size, the relative proportion still
stands nearly as seven to four. Moreover the (glrez;patra’s was
guite a young ship’s company, many of the men being under

0 years of age ; and of the marines, only had joined that
22 8012“3 than two weeks before they embarked in the summer

A less ardent mind than Sir Robert Laurie’s might have
suggested some reasons, and those of a substantial kind, for not
persisting to bring to action a ship so decidedly superior. It
will not take a particle from the gallantry displayed upon this
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oacasion, to suppose that the mere eircumstance of a ship, of
such apparent force as the Milan, flying from the Cleopatra,
tended greatly to augment the confidence of the officers and
crew of the latter. But it was not only a 32 hours’ chase, a
more than three hours’ t, close ment, followed.
Nor did the Cleopatra yield until a fourth of her crew lay dead
ar disabled upon her decks; until her sails and rigging were
destroyed, her masts left tottering, and her riddled hull pressed
uwpon, and nearly borne beneath the waves by, the large and
beavy body of her antagonist.

Having disengaged his prize, placed on board of her his first
Leutenant and 49 petty officers and men, shifted the prisoners,
aGnglrrﬁally refitted the two ships, Capitaine de frégate Piérre

illet, the late first lieutenant of the Ville-de-Milan, slowly
continued his route towards a. French port. On the 23d, at
noon, the British 50-gun ship Leander, Captain Joha Talbot,
obtained a distant view of tge Cleopatra, bearing south, the
weather at this time being hazy, with squalls of wind and rain
from the northward. The Leander instantly made sail, but, the
haze increasing, lost sight of the chase. At 2h. 30 m. p. M., the
weather clearing a little to the southward, the Cleopatra again
Ppresented herself to view, and was now made out. to be a frigate,.
under jury-masts, standing to the south-east. At 3 p. M. another
and a much larger ship, also under jury-masts and steering the
same course, was seen a short distance ahead of the Cleopatra.
In about a quarter of an hour the two frigates closed for mutual
support. Each then fired a gun to leeward, and hoisted a French
ensign at her main stay. At 4 p. m. the Leander arrived within
gun-shot, The' two frigates immediately separated, the Cleopatra

utting before the wind, the Milan steenng with it on the lar-
ard quarter, At 4h. 30 m. p. ., being within half musket-
shot of the Cleopatra, the Leander gave her one of the maindeck
; when, a slight hesitation, the newly-made French
igate hauled down her colours and hove to.

- of the Cleopatra’s original crew, that had been left on
beard, now came on deck and took possession of their recovered
:l;ﬂ). Observing this, the Leander directed them to follow her,

d immediately made sail after the Ville-de-Milan. In another
hour the British 60 got alongside.of the French frigate ; and the
Ville-de-Milan, without waiting. for the discharge of a shot on
either side, surrendered to the der. “It is not possible,”
says Captain Talbot in his official letter, * for officers to speak in
stronger terms, than the French officers do, in praise of S}r
Robert Laurie’s perseverance in so long a chase, except it is in -
the praise they bestow upon him, his officers, seamen, and
marines, for their gallant conduct during so long and severe an
action.” These sentiments, no less than the candid avowal of
them, reflect the highest honour upon those by whom they were
uttered. Captors of every nation may here take a lesson, and
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learn how much they exalt themselves by a promptitude in
doing justice to the merits of an enemy.

The capture of the Ville-de-Milan, and the recapture of the
Cleopatra, became a sore subject to the French naval writers.
They consoled themselves, however, with the idea, that they

- could make up a story, which would both gain credit and give
gatisfaction on their side of the Channel, without its being con-
futed, or perhaps even seen, on the other., They pretended to
believe, that the Cleopatra had exchanged her long 12 for long
18 pounders, being ignorant enough, as naval men, not to know,
that the ports for the first, would not answer for the second,
caliber ; and, in short, that the shi}) was scarcely large or strong
enough to carry her battery of twelves. The inference meant to
be drawn was, that the Cleopatra, in every respect, was the equal
of the Ville-de-Milan ; and that, therefore, the victory gained by
the latter redounded to the honour of the French navy.

One admission has slipped out, which, as coming from a
Frenchman, is rather important, and so precisely applicable to
the case of the Cleopatra and Ville-de-Milan, that, offering our
acknowledgments, we adopt the very words: “ We should seem
here” (alluding to an opinion just given) “to be passing sentence
upon several French captains, did we not hasten to remark, that,
to be equal in force, it is not enough that two vessels be armed
with the same guns, in number and caliber, but they ought to be
of an equal strength in their hull, masts, and rigging.” “ Nous
semblerions prononcer ici I'arrét de plusieurs capitaines de vais-
seau frangais, si nous ne nous hétions de faire remarquer que,
pour étre égaux en force, il ne suffit pas que deux bitimens
soient armés d’une artillerie pareille, quant au nombre et au
calibre, mais qu’ils doivent étre d’une égale solidité dans leur

ue, leur méture, et leur gréement.” *

1l curiosity about the circumstances that attended the cap-
ture of the Ville-de-Milan herself is stifled at once by the sweep-
ing falsehood, that the British 40-gun frigate Cambrian was
aiding and assisting the Leander in the very difficult task she
had to perform. And yet he, whom, after what has already
appeared in these pages, it will be no libel to call the imperial
fictionist, and who actually took some interest in this particular
case, wholly overlooked the circumstance of the alleged inter-
ference of a second British ship. 11 parait,” says Napoléon, in
a letter to his minister of marme, dated May 10, 1805, “ que la
Ville-de-Milan a été prise, mais non la Cléopatre qui s’est sauvée.
Les renseignemens que j’ai me donnent lieu de croire que la
Cléophtre était tres-loin de la Ville-de-Milan, et n’a pu prendre
part au léger combat qui a eu lieu contre le Léandre; que le
commandant de la Ville-de-Milan, voyant que 1'état de délabre-
ment ol elle était la compromettrait, lui fit le signal de s’éloigner,

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 66, note.
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et que lorsqu’il la vit hors de danger, il amena son pavillon:
Cest dans ce sens que vous devez en parler.” * The last sentence
of this account would lead us to infer, that Buonaparte had, in
reality, received no intelligence, but was inventing a story to
deceive his minister of marine, and, through him, the public.

Our assertion, that the Cambrian had parted company from
the Leander on the night of the 15th, and, at the moment of the
Ville-de-Milan’s capture, was in the act of coming to an anchor
in a harbour of the Bermudas, may not carry conviction to the
quarter intended ; but the depositions of the two principal sur-
viving officers, late belonginﬁ to the French frigate, probably
will. Both of them, then, have sworn and certified, and the
documents are at hand to be referred to, that no other ship than
the Leander was present, either at the recapture of the Cleopatra,
or at the capture of the Ville-de-Milan. That the Ville-de-
Milan’s late officers were not the authors of the mistatement is
clear from the fact, that the writer in the “ Victores et Conquétes”
complains of having no French official account to resort to, and
of his consequent 1nability to specify the loss which the Ville-
de-Milan had sustained.

Sir Robert Laurie, in his official letter, rather incautiously
stated, that the Ville-de-Milan had “been intended for a 74.”
This, as being contrary to the fact, very naturally gave umbrage
to the Frenc%. The truth is, the Ville-de-Milan was a regular
frigate, and, instead of being, as a contemporary states, ¢ 1200
tons,”} was even a trifle smaller than several French frigates
which had previouslﬁ been captured. The ship was afterwards
purchased for the British navy, and classed, under the same
name, or rather, under that of Milan, as a 38-gun frigate. It
affords us pleasure to state, that the first captain appointed to
her was Sir Robert Laurie himself ; and that Lieutenant Balfour,
late senior lieutenant of the Cleopatra, and already named amon
her wounded, received the promotion which he had so honourably
earned.

On the 20th of March the 18-gun ship-sloop Renard, Captain
Jeremiah Coghlan, being in latitude 21° 14" north, longitude
71° 30’ west, discovered a ship to leeward, standing under
easy sail to the north-wegst. The Renard immediately chased,
and the stranger, which was the French privateer Général-
Ernouf, Captain Lapointe, shortened sail to engage. - At 2h.
25m. p. M., being on the weather-bow of the Général-Ernouf,
the Renard received her fire; but the latter reserved hers until
she had dropped within pistol-shot of her opponent. The
Renard then opened her broadside with such effect, that in 35
minutes the Général-Ernouf was set on fire, and in 10 minutes
more blew up with a tremendous explosion. Every exertion

. was now made by the British to save the lives of their late

* Précis des Evénemens, tome xi., p. 259, + Brenton, vol. iii., p. 509,
YOL, 1V, 4 K
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.enemies, and the only boat that could swim was launched for
“the purpose. By this means 55 persons that were floating on
-the scattered remains of the wreck, the survivors of ‘a crew of
160, were rescued from a watery grave.

The Renard’s establishment of guns was 16 carronades,
18-pounders, with two long sixes, and a complement of 121 men
-and boys; none of whom are represented to have been hurt
the action. The Général-Emouf had been the British sloop of
war Lily, and was armed with 18 English 12-pounder carronades
(four more than she mounted when captured by the Dame-

mbert*), and two long 6-pounders. The fatal precision of
the Renard’s fire shows the high state of discipline of her crew;
and the already-established gallantry of her tommander} needs
no assurance, that, had the Général-Ernouf been even more
formidably armed, her officers and crew would have found it a
difficult task to avoid becoming the prize of the Renard. It has
appeared somewhere in print, that the Général-Ernoaf, on first
coming alongside, hailed the Renard, in English, desiring her to
strike, and that Captain Coghlan replied, %e would strke, and
d——d hard too. ff the account be true, the captain amply
fulfilled his promise.

On the 23d of March, as the British 18-gun ship-sloop
Stork, Captain George Le Geyt, was cruising off the port of
Cape Roxo in the island of Porto-Rico, a large armed schooner
was discovered lashed alongside a brig in the harbour. For the
purpose of cutting out this vessel Captain Le Geyt, in the
evening, despatched the pinnace and cutter of the Stork, con-
taining between them 18 men, under the command of Lieutenant
George Robertson, assisted by Lieutenant James Murray.

As the schooner, which was the Dutch privateer Antelope,
was preparing to heave down on the following day, her five guns
were on board the brig, and the two vessels were-defende%ll by
40 out of her 564 in crew. Both the schooner and the brig were
boarded simultaneously by the two boats, and gallantly carried,
without any other casualty to the British than Lieutenant
Murray and one seaman slightly wounded. The privateer’s
men having taken to the water soon after the boats got along-
side, 15 prisoners were all that were secured.

On the 5th of April, as the British 22-gun ship Bacchante,
Captain Charles Dashwood, was cruising o% Havana, island of
Cuba, information was received that there were three French
privateers lying in the harbour of Mariel, a small convenient port
situated ‘a little to the westward, and defended by a round
tower nearly 40 feet high, on the top of which were three long
24-pounders, and round its circumference numerous loop-holes
for musketry. The daring and piratical conduct of these
privateers, who plundered and maltreated Americans as well as

# See-vol. iii, p. 271, "+ Bee-vol. ii,; p. 44
o
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Englishmen navigating the gulf, determined Captain Dashwood,
:motwithstanding the strength of their position, to endeavour to
«cut them out. Accerdingly, in the evening, he despatched on
that service two boats, containing about 35 seamen and marines,
under the command of Lieutenant Thomas Oliver, assisted by
Lieutenant John Campbell, with directions- to attack and ca
the fort previously to entering the harbour, so as to secure a s
retreat, . .

The boats pushed off, and, on nearing the tower, were dis-
covered and fired at. Seeing that no time was to be lost,
Lieutenant Oliver, withont waiting for his companion, who was
astern, pulled rapidly for the shore, in the face of a heavy fire,
which badly wounded one man. Leaving in the boat a mid-
shipman, the Honourable Almeira De Courcy, and three men,
including the one wounded, Lieutenant Oliver, then, with 13
men, gallantly rushed to the foot of the tower, and, by means of
a ladder which his men had brought, scaled, and without an
further loss carried, the tower, although garrisoned by a Spanis
captain and 30 soldiers ; of whom two were killeg and three
wounded. Having performed this noble exploit, left a sergeant
of marines and six men as a guard at the fort, and been joined
by Lieutenant Campbell and his boat’s crew, Lieutenant Oliver

roceeded to éxecute the second branch of the duty assigned
im. To the mortification, however, of both lieutenants, the
_three privateers had, the day previous, sailed on a cruise.

Not to quit the harbour empty-handed, Lieutenant Oliver
took possession of two schooners laden with sugar ; and which
he gﬁantly brought away from alongside a wharf, in spite of
several discharges of musketry from the troops and militia, that
were pouring down in numbers from the surrounding country.
“The name of Thomas Oliver among the commanders of the year
shows, that this officer’s conduct, as all similar conduct ought,
excited the notice of those to whom the power belonged of dis-
pensing rewards to the brave and meritorious.

On the 8th of April, at 1P, M., the British 12-gun schooner
Gracieuse, midshipman John B. Smith, tender to the 74-gun
ship Hercule, the flag-ship of Rear-admiral Dacres at Port-
Royal, Jamaica, cruising off the city of Santo-Domingo, fell
.in with and captured a large Spanish schooner, bound from that
port to Porto-Rico, with Easeengers. On the 9th, at 6 A.n.,
the Gracieuse chased and fired at a French sloop within gun-
shot of the forts of Santo-Domingo, but could not succeed in
.overtaking her.

At 4 h, 30 m. . ». an armed schooner was seen coming out of
Santo-Domingo, as if to attack the Gracieuse. The latter, ac-
.companied by her prize, immediately hauled off shore, in order
to have sea-room, should the schooner attempt to retreat. At
:8 p.a. the Gracieuse shortened sail and hove to, with her prize,
the Spanish schooner, under her l2ee quarter. .At8h. 30 m. ».x.

K
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the armed schooner, which, according to the report of the
Spaniards late belonging to the prize, was a French national:
vessel, edged down within musket-shot, and opened upon the
Gracieuse a very heavy fire of musketry and great guns. This
the latter quiclle returned, and a smart action ensued.: At9
P.M. the schooner bore down with an intention to board the
Gracieuse; but, seeing the o%position she was likely to ex-

erience, - hauled her wind and renewed ‘the cannonade. At

h. 20 m. the attempt was repeated, but again failed. Upon
this the schooner made all sail to escape, firing her stern-chasers
and musketry. At 11 ».M. she tacked and stood in for the
land ; and, after receiving from the Gracieuse a heavy fire of
grape, canister, and musketry until 3 h. 30 . A. u. on the 10th,
the schooner ran on shore upon Point Vizoa.

Finding it impossible to close with the schooner on account of
a reef that intervened, the Gracieuse hove to about half a mile
off. At4h. 30m. A. M., observing the schooner afloat again,
and sweeping alongshore, the Gracieuse filled and proceeded in
chase, and finally compelled the schooner, at 8 h.15m. a. M.,
to run on shore upon Point de Selma. The Gracieuse stood in ;
and, having anchored with a spring in four fathoms, Mr. Smith
sent a boat with a hawser, for the purpose of getting off the
vessel, whose crew had by this time landed from her bowsprit.
The attempt, however, was found impracticable, the schooner
having already filled from the number of shot-holes in her hull.
Her force was found to consist of one long brass 12-pounder,
mounted on a circle amidships, two long brass 4-pounder carriage-

ns, and four brass 3-pounder swivels, with a crew of 96 men.

n the next day, the 11th, Mr. Smith, by means of his boats,
brought away the long twelve, and set fire to and destroyed the
vessel. The service, thus creditably performed, cost the Gracieuse
no heavier loss than one midshipman (Robert Marley) and two
seamen wounded.

On the 15th of April, while the 14-gun brig-sloop Papillon,
Captain William Woolsey, was lying at an anchr in the harbour
of Savana la Mar, island of Jamaica, intelligence was received
that a Spanish felucca-rigged privateer was cruizing off the west
end of the island to the great annoyance of the coast. Being
apprehensive that, if the Papillon stood out after her, the priva-
teer would make her escape, Captain Woolsey borrowed a
shallop from one of the merchant ships in the port, and dis-

ising her as a dro%ger, despatched her with Lieutenant Peter

tephen Prieur and 25 men, including the purser, Mr. John
Christie, who volunteered his services on the occasion, to endea-
vour to take the privateer by stratagem.

At 8 p. M. the drogger fell in with the privateer close under
the land ; and Lieutenant Prieur, with great coolness allowed
her to run alongside and make herself fast. He then ordered
his men from below, fired a volley of musketry, and boarded,
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and in four minutes carried, the Spanish privateer Concepcion,
of one brass 3-pounder and 256 men, well armed and equipped.
In this ably conducted little enterprise the British sustained no
greater loss than two men slightly wounded ; but the Spaniards
suffered severely, having had seven men killed and drowned, and
eight badly wounded.

On the 6th of May, in the morning, Cape Frangois in the
island of St.-Domingo bearing south-west by south distant eight
or nine leagues, the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Unicorn,
Captain Lucius Hardyman, discovered a French armed cutter,
distant seven or eight miles on her larboard bow. The prevail-
ing calm rendering a chase by the ship impracticable, Captain
Hardyman despatched four boats, under the command of Lieu-
tenant Henr Spmith Wilson, assisted by Lieutenant James Tait
and Henry lg'ourchier, Midshipman ThomasTudor Tucker (a pas-
senger from the Northumberland), Lieutenant of Marines Walter
Powell, and the purser Charles Rundle. After a pull of several
hours, the boats reached the object of attack, and, in the face
of a heavy fire of great guns and musketry, boarded and carried,
without the slightest casualty, the French cutter privateer Tape-
a-bord, of four long 6-pounders and 46 men, commanded by

- Citizen Hemigueth.

On the 4th of May the British 38-gun frigate Seahorse, Cap-
tain the Honourable Courtenay Boyle, while cruising off Cape
de Gata, received intelligence, that a Spanish convoy, laden
chiefly on governmen§ account with gunpowder, ordnance,
and naval stores for the gun-boats at Malaga, Ceuta, and
Algeziras, was upon the coast. Keeping close alongshore, the
Seahorse, at 2 p., M., discovered the convoy from her mast-head,
and at 5 p.M. observed the vessels haul into San-Pedro, an
anchorage to the eastward of Cape de Gata, under the protection
of a fort, two armed schooners, and three gun and mortar
launches.

Covered by the fire of the Seahorse, her first lieutenant,
George Downie, in the six-oared cutter, assisted by Midship-
manr%'homas Napper, in the four-oared boat, went in and gal-
lantly boarded and brought out an ordnance-brig, laden with
1170 quintals of powder and various other stores, and com-
manded by Don Juan Terragut, a master in the Spanish navy.
The Seahorse, in the  mean time, had, as it was believed on
board, sunk one of the gun-launches, and damaged, if not sunk,
several of the convoy. Finding that the gun-boats, by their
well-directed fire, were constantly striking her, having already
had her main topgallantmast, and several braces and bowlines
shot away, and one man killed, and wishing to get from the
coast while the breeze and daylight lasted, the Seahorse discon-
tinued the engagement and stood out to the offing.

On the 27th of May, the British 12-pounder 36-gun frigate
Seine, Captain David Atkins, while - cruising off Aguadilla,
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island of Porto-Rico, despatched her barge, under the commeand:
of Lieutenant of marines Thomas Bland, in pursuit of an armed
schooner ; which, after some resistanee, but no loss on either
side, was captured, and proved to be the Concepcion, mounting
two long 6-pounders, with a crew of 10 men, besides several
passengers, who escaped in a small boat. About three weeks.
afterwards the same enterprising officer, assisted by Midshipman
Edward Cook, being on a cruise in the barge and away from the-
ship, destroyed a Spanish sloop, and captured, after an action:
of three quarters of an hour, a second Concepcion, a large:
felucca, bound from Porto-Rico to Cadiz with a cargo of coeoa
and cochineal, and armed with two long 4-pounders and 14 men;
of whom five were severely wounded. ﬁo loss whatever was-
sustained by the barge.

On the 1st of June the British 38-gun frigate Loire, Captain

Frederick Lewis Maitland, being off the coast of Spam, disco--
vered and chased a small privateer, standing into the bay of
Camarinas, situated to the eastward of Cape Finisterre. The-
weather becoming quite calm after dark, Captain Maitland
despatched the launch and two cutters, with 35 officers and men,
under the command of Lieutenant James Lucas Yeo, assisted
Lieutenant of marines Samuel Mallock, master’s mate Charles
Clinch, and midshipmen, Massey Hutchinson, Herbert and
Matthew Mildridge, to endeavour to bring the vessel out. Owing
to the intricacy of the passage, the boats did not reach the point
of attack until break of day on the 2d; when, instead of one,
they found two privateers, and these moored under a battery of
10 guns. Ordering the launch, commanded by Mr. Clinch, to
board the smaller vessel, Lieutenant Yeo, with the two cutters,
gallantly attacked and carried, without loss, the other; which
was the Spanish felueca Esperanza, alias San-Pedro, armed
with three long 18-pounders, four 4-pounder brass swivels, and’
50 men. Of her complement, when mustered, 19 were found
missing, including several that had been killed by the pike and
sabre, the only weapons, to prevent discovery on the part of the-
battery, used by the British. The launch attacked her opponent,
@ lugger of two 6-pounders and 32 men, with equal success and’
freedom from loss.
+ The weather being still perfectly calm, the two prizes close’
under the guns of the battery, which, since the moment of their
capture, had opened an ill-directed fire upon the British, and the
distance from the ship precluding all chance of assistance,
Lieutenant Yeo was obliged to abandon the small vessel to
secure the other. This he at length effected, with the loss of
only three men slightly wounded. In his way out with the
felucca, Lieutenant Yeo took possession of three small merchant
vessels, laden with wine for the combined squadron at Ferrol.

Receiving information, from some of the Spamish prisoners
probably, that a French privateer of 26 guns was fittiag out at
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Muros, and nearly ready for sea, and being acquainted, by having
formerly entered it on service, with the navigation of the bay,
Captain Maitland resolved to attempt the capture or destruction
of the vessel. Accordingly, on the 4th, at 9 A. m., having pre-
pared the Loire for anchoring with springs and settled the plan
of attack, Captain Maitland stood into the bay, with the sea.
breeze, having in tow the boats, containing 50 officers and men,
under the command of Lientenant Yeo, assisted by Lieutenants.-
af marines Samuel Mallock and Joseph Douglas, and master’s.
mate Charles Clinch.
" As the Loire hauled round the point of Muros road, a small
battery of two long 18-pounders opened a fire upon her. A few
shot were returned ; but, perceiving that the battery, from its.
commanding situation, would considerably annoy the ship, Cap-
tain Maitland directed Lieutenant Yeo to push for the shore and
spike the guns. That active officer, with his men, quickly de-
rted, and the Loire stood on. As she opened the bay, the
igate discovered at anchor within it a long corvette, pierced.
with 13 ports of a side, apparently ready for sea, and a brig-
pierced with 10, in a state of fitting; but, as neither of them
fired, they were considered to be, and were, in fact, without their
guns. This circumstance enabled the Loire to bestow the whole
of her attention upon a fort of 12 long 18-pounders, which now
o) . to view within less than a quarter of a mile of her, and
which immediately commenced a well-directed fire at the frigate,
almost every shot striking her hull. Perceiving that, by stand-
ing further on, more guns would be brought to bear upon her,
and that the Loire would still be at too great a distance to fire
her guns with any effect, Captain Maitland ordered the helm to
be put down; and, as soon as she had run a little closer in, the
frigate anchored with a spring, and opened her broadside. So
completely, however, were the Spaniards in the fort covered b
their embrasures, that the frigate’s fire, although well directed,
was comparatively ineffectual. After a few minutes of this
unequal warfare, during which the Loire had nine of her seamen
wounded, three of them dangerously (one having his leg above
the knee, and another the calf of his leg, shot off), the fire from.
the fort ceased ; and, as a reason for it, the British union was
just then making its appearance above the walls.

We will now quit the frigate awhile, and attend to the party.
on shore. Lieutenant Yeo, whom we left proceeding to storm
the battery on the point, landed under it; but, as he and his
men advanced to execute the service, the Spaniards in the
battery, amounting ‘to 18, including eight artillerymen, aban-
doned their guns and fled. Scarcely had the Bntish seamen
time to spike the two 18-pounders, when, at the distance of about
a quarter of a mile, and close to the entrance of the town of
Muros, was descried the fort, whose destructive cannonade upon.
the frigate has already been related, and which had just then



136 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. - 1805.

commenced its fire. Notwithstanding that it was a regular
ditched fort, and appeared a very stron% one, relying upon the
bravery of his followers, and, in a case of such imminent danger
to the ship, readily incurring the responsibility of exceeding his
orders, Lieutenant Yeo resolved to attempt its immediate re-
duction. »

Not suspecting an attack by land, and being wholly occupied
in firing at the frigate, the garrison had left open the outer gate”
of the fort. - Through this a French sentinel, having fired his
musket, retreated, and was quickly followed by the van of the
storming party. At the inner gate the garrison, headed by the
governor, stood ready to oppose the British; but Lieutenant
Yeo, setting a noble example to his men, sprang forward, and, -
attacking the governor sword in hand, laid him dead at his
feet, breaking his own sabre by the force of the blow. The
ccontest now became most severe ; the greater part of the officers,
who had advanced with the governor, shortly experiencing a
similar fate from such of the British, as the narrowness of the
entrance had permitted to be at hand to second their gallant
leader. The boldness and vigour of the assault was irresistible,
and the remainder of the garnson, although numbering, at that-
time, 90 or 100 effective men, fled to the farther end of the fort;
from the embrasures of which many of them leaped upon the:
rocks, a height of about 25 feet. Shortly after this, the survivors
within the fort laid down their arms, and the British colours
were hoisted on the flagstaff.

Considering the force opposed to them, which, at the beginnin
of the attack, consisted of 22 Spanish soldiers, several Spanis
gentlemen and townsmen, volunteers, and about 100 of the crew
of the French privateer Confiance, at anchor in the harbour, the
British were fortunate in escaping with only six slightly wounded;
Lieutenant Yeo, Mr. Clinch the master’s mate, three seamen,
and one marine. The loss on the part of the garrison was ex-:
tremely severe : the governor of the fort, a Spanish gentleman
who had volunteered, the second captain of the Confiance, and
nine others were killed ; and 30, including nearly all the officers
of the privateer, were wounded.

The character of this achievement, as it here has been detailed,
is too obvious to need elucidation by any remarks that can be
offered. Yet we cannot quit the subject without showing, to
what an extent the brave man’s attributes, modesty and humanity,
were possessed by the officer who had so distinguished himself
on the occasion. Not a word is to be found in Lieutenant Yeo’s
letter, respecting the personal conflict between himself and the
Spanish governor. It is Captain Maitland who discloses the
fact, and who states that he derived it from the testimony of the
prisoners, and of those who accompanied his first lieutenant to
the attack. As a proof that the tenderest sympathy may exist
in the boldest heart, we here quote the concluding words of
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Lieutenant Yeo’s letter to Captain Maitland : “ To their credit
as Englishmen, as well as (to the credit of) their profession, the
instant the fort was in our possession, they (the seamen and
marines) seemed to try who could be the first to relieve and
assist the poor wounded prisoners, who were lying in numbers
in different parts of the fort; and I had the pleasure to see their
humanity amply repaid by the gratitude the unfortunate men’s
friends expressed when they came to take them away.”

The twelve 18-pounders being spiked and thrown over the
parapet, the carriages broken, and the embrasures, with a part
of the fort, blown up, the British, taking with them 40 barrels
of powder, two small brass cannon, and 50 stands of arms, re-
tired from the scene of their exploits to their boats on the beach,
and soon pulled back to the Loire. Captain Maitland, mean-
while, had, by an officer and boat’s crew, taken quiet possession
of the two unarmed French privateers, also of a Spanish merchant
brig in ballast. The Confiance was a ship of 490 tons, and had
carried 24 guns on a flush deck ; probably long 6-pounders, or
18-pounder carronades ;* her ports being too close together and -
too small for any higher caliber of long gun or carronade. " The
brig was the Bélier, the same probably that, in the spring of
1803, carried out despatches to Rear-admiral Linois in the East
Indies.+ Her guns, stated to be 18-pounder carronades, were
also on shore; and the vessel herself was quite in an unprepared
state, having only her lower rigging overhead.

As soon as possession had been taken of these vessels, Captain
Maitland sent a flag of truce to the town, with a message to the
effect that, if the inhabitants would deliver up such stores of the
ship as were on shore, they should receive no further moles-
tation. This proYosal was readily agreed to; and the British
brought off all the stores of the Confiance, except her guns;
which, as the embarkation of them would have occupied some
time, and a large body of troops was in the vicinity, were left
behind. A great many small merchant vessels were afloat in
the bay and hauled up on the beach; but, having a just sense
of the inhumanity of depriving the poorer inhabitants. of the
means of gaining a livelihood, and knowing that the cargoes of
such vessels as had any would be worth little or nothing to the
captors (of which others, besides himself and his ship’s company,
formed a part), Captain Maitland left them untouched. As if to
give the finish to an exploit so gallantly begun, and so hand-
somely concluded, the bishop and one of the principal inhabitants
of Muros came off to the Loire, to express their gratitude for the
orderly behaviour of the British seamen and marines, who had
not, they acknowledged, committed one act of pillage, and to offer

* The guns are called by Captain Maitland twelves and nines ; but he
evidently g:xd not seen them, nor is it clear that those had who made the
report.

4 See vol. iii., p. 211.
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to Captain Maitland and his officers every refreshment which
the place afforded.

Immediately on arriving home, Lieutenant Yeo received his
well-earned reward in the commission of commander, and sailed-
upon his first cruise in the shig which he had been so instru--
mental in capturing. On the 21st of December, 1807, Captain
Yeo was promoted to post-rank, but retained the command oft
the Confiance, by her captain’s elevation, now raised in rank-
from a sloop to a post-ship. It is singular that, although no
increase was or could be made in her armament (22 carronades,
18-pounders, and two sixes), the Confiance had her complement.
increased from 121 to 140 men and boys.

On the l3thhof Ju:l,din latitudefn29° ng.tb, longitnde 62
west, the British 18- er 40—§un igate Cambrian, Captain
John Poer Bemsfort£0 despatched her bt;g:ts under the command’
of Lieutenant Robert Pigot, to attack the Spanish privateer-
schooner Maria, of 14 guns and 60 men. Lieutenant Piget,
with the launch as the leading boat, 'iallantly boarded the
privateer ; and, assisted by Lieutemant the Honourable George:
Alfred Crofton in the barge, gallantly carried the vessel in spite
of a stout resistance. Just as this had been accomplished the
other boats succeeded in getting up. The loss sustained by the-
British, in this very spirited enterprise, amounted to two seamen:.
Lkilled and two wounded.

On the 3d of July, after a chase of 22 hours, the Cambrian:
avertook and captured the French privateer schooner Matilda,
of, according to Captain Beresford’s public letter, “20 gums,
O-pounders ;” but, taking this to be a typographical error (no
unfrequent case in the London Gazette, as we have already:
shown), we shall say, of 10 long 8-pounders, and 95 men..
The schooner surrendered in very s water ; and, but for the:
exertions of Lieutenant Pigot with one of the boats, every souk
in the privateer would in all probability have been lost.

Having placed Lieutenant Pigot and a party of officers and'
men on board the prize, Captain Beresford despatched her to-
St.-Mary’s river, forming the southern boundary of the United:
States of America, in search ofa Spanish schooner privateer and-
two captured merchant ships. On the 6th, Lieutenant Pigot
arrived off the harbour of St.-Mary’s, and on the 7th proceeded:
12 miles up the river, through a continual fire from the militiar
and riflemen stationed on the bank. On arriving within gun~
shot of the three vessels, he found them lashed in a line across
the river; the privateer being armed with six guns and 70 men,
the ship, which was the Golden-Grove, late of London, with
eight 6-pounders, six swivels, and 50 men, and the brig, which
was the Ceres, late of London, with swivels and small-arms.
The Matilda immediately opened her fire, and continued it for
an hour until she grounded. Lieutenant Pigot then took to his
boats ; and, in spite of an obstinate resistance, carried the ship.
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With her guns he obliged the en to quit the brig and
schooner ; g:d, after taking possesm'e;yof th%m, he tubrﬁgd the.
fire: of all three vessels. upon the militia, about 100 in number,.
drawn up on the bank with a field-piece. These he at length
completely routed ; but, owing to adverse winds, was not, until.
the 21st, able to descend the river with his prizes and rejoin the
Cambrian.

The loss sustained by the British in this very gallant affair
amounted to two men killed and 14 wounded, including among
the latter, Lieutenant Pigot himself, by musket-balls in three-
places, two in the head and one in the leg. That brave and
enterprising officer would not quit the deck, except to have his-
wounds dressed, during the whole time this arduous service was

rming. The 14 wounded also included master’s mate
illiam Lawson (severely) and Midshipman Andrew Mitchell..
Three other midshipmen, %\’Iessieurs Thomas Saville Griffinhoofe,
Henry Bolman, George Williamson, are spoken of, in similar
terms of approbation, by Captain Beresford in his despatch..
The loss on the Spanish side is represented to have amounted to-
25 seamen killed, including five Americans, and 22 seamen
wounded. For the gallantry, perseverance, and ability he had
displayed, Lieutenant Pigot was justly promoted ‘to the rank of*
commaader.

In the early part of July the British 18-pounder 36-gun
frigate Blanche, B:K:ain Zachary Mudge, quitted the squadron
of Commodore Michael de Courcy cruising off the east end of
Jamaica, bound to the island of Barbadoes, with despatches for:
‘Vice-admiral Lord Nelson. On the 17th, when about 40 lea
10 the westward of the island of Sombrero, the Blanche spoke a-
British merchant ship from Grenada to Dublin, and learnt that
the homeward-bound Leeward-island fleet were to sail in three
or four days after her departure, under convoy of the 20-gun
ship Prozelyte. )

n the 10th, at 8 .., latitude 20° 20 north, and longitude

66° 44’ west, being close hauled on the larboard tack, with a
fresh breeze at east, the Blanche discovered off the weather cat~
head four sail, three ships and a brig, standing on the opposite
tack, under easy sail ; and which, from the course they steered,
and their indistinct appearance through the prevailing haze,
were taken for a part of the above-mentioned convoy. The
Blanche therefore continued to stand on, until, havinﬁmsted
the customary signals without effect, Captain Mudge began to.
suspect that the strangers were enemies, and, making sail, kept.
more away. At 8h.30 m. A. M., when about three miles distant,.
the French 40-gun frigate Topaze, Captain Frangois-André.
Baudin, followed by the ship-corvettes, Département-des-Landes,
of 20 long. 8-pounders on the main deck, and two brass 6-
unders. on the poop, or short quarterdeck, Lieutenant René.
acques-Henri Desmontils, and Torche, of 18 long 12-pounders,
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Lieutenant Nicolas-Philippe Dehen, and by the brig-corvette
Faune, of 16 long 6-pounders, Lieutenant Charles Brunet,*
bore down, under Egnglish colonrs.+ But,” says Captain Mudge
in his public letter, “ from the make of the union and colour of
the bunting, with other circumstances, I concluded they were
French.” ’

At 9h. 45 m. A, m.,} having advanced still more ahead of her
companions, and, as well as they, substituted French for English
colours, the Topaze discharged her larboard broadside into the
starboard quarter of the Blanche ; who, finding that she could
not escape from her pursuers (having at the time very little
copper upon her bottom), had shortened sail, and was at the
distance of about 500 yards from the Topaze. As soon as the
latter arrived within pistol-shot, the Blanche returned the fire,
and the action continued with spirit; all the vessels running
large under easy sail, “the ships,” continues Captain Mudge,
“ never without hail of each other, the Département-des-Landes
on the starboard quarter, and the two corvettes close astern.”
At about 10 h. 15 m. A. M. the Blanche attempted to cross the
bows of the Topaze, and would probably have succeeded, had
not the latter suddenly hauled up her foresail, and put her helm
hard a-starboard. By this manceuvre the Topaze grazed with
her jib-boom the mizen shrouds of the Blanche, and, in passing
under the latter’s stern, poured in a heavy, but comparatively
harmless, raking fire. The engagement continued until about
11 a. . ;§ when, having her sails totally destroyed, 10 shot in
the foremast, several in the mainmast, her rigging cut to pieces,
seven of her guns dismounted, and six feet water in the hold,
the Blanche struck her colours. At this moment, according to
M. Baudin’s account, the Département-des-Landes was in the
wake of the Blanche, the Torche within gun-shot on her star-
board side, and the Faune farther off, “ en observation.” :

The net complement of the Blanche was 261 men and boys;
but, having 28 men absent, and being deficient of some others,
she commenced the action with only 215. Of these the Blanche
had seven seamen and one marine killed, her boatswain (William
Hewett), 12 seamen (three mortally), and one lieutenant (Thomas

* Captain Mud%tia names this officer as commanding the Torche.

1 The British official account makes the bearing down take place “at ten.”
‘This must be another mistake ; for, if the French ships were on the Blanche’s
“ weather cat-head at eight, on the opposite tack” to her, it could scarcely
have taken them even as much as half an hour to get “ abreast :” whereas, at
the end of two hours, namely, till 10 o.n., the two parties, each steering an
epposite course, would have been many miles apart. ‘This mistake is im«
portant, as it leads to several others in the minutes of the action that ensued.

1 Here again occurs a variation, but it will be best explained when we come
to the close of the action.

§ At noon, according to Captain Mudge’s letter; but, as respects the’

duration of the action, the only important point, the British and the French
accounts exactly correspond. T the preceding Note. .
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Peebles), and one private of marines wounded. The Topaze
had a crew of 340 men and boys, exclusively, Captain Mudge
says, of 70 officers and privates of the French army as passengers,
making a total of 410. Of these, according to Captain Baudin’s
account, (and there is nothing in the British account to con-
tradict the statement), the Topaze had but one man killed and
11 wounded, two of them mortally. Not a man appears to have
been hurt, nor the slightest damage to have happened, on board
either of the three remaining French vessels.

The French captain also states, that the Département-des-
Landes fired only 18 shot, and the Torche, towards the close
of the action, three broadsides. The Faune, upon the same
authority, did not fire a shot. Moreover, Captain Baudin
positively declares, that Captain Mudge acknowledged to him,
that the Département-des-Landes was the only vessel, except
the Topaze, which had done the Blanche any injury, and that
that injury was confined to the rigging and sails.

The Blanche, a fine frigate of 951 tons, was armed upon her
quarterdeck and forecastle with 14 carronades, 32-pounders,
and four long nines ; making her total of guns44. The Topaze,
a remarkably fine frigate of 1132 tons, also mounted 44 guns,
including 10 iron carronades, 36-pounders, the first of the kind
we have observed in the French navy. The force of the three
corvettes has already been given. o

Without the aid of a comparative statement, sufficient appears
to show, that the Blanche had, although not a “ three to one,”*
a very superior force to contend with; and that no resistance
in her power to offer, without some extraordinary mishap to her
principal antagonist, could have absolutely reversed the issue of
the battle,. By a more close and animated carronade at the
onset, the Blanche might, perhaps, have beaten off the French
frigate. In that- event, the British frigate, if necessary, could
have outrun the corvettes, they, as admitted, being slow sailers ;
or she might have drawn them apart from their consort, and
have captured one at least of them. This, if done promptly,
and before much damage had been suffered by the Blanche or
her prize, would have reatly reduced the odds, and been an
additional motive for (%aptam Baudin to have permitted the
. Blanche to proceed to her destination.

The moderate loss sustained by the Blanche would lead us to
infer that she struck too soon ; as would the much slighter loss
inflicted by her upon the Topaze, that the Blanche did not
employ her force in a manner becoming a British frigate of her
class. . M. Baudin states, from the information probably of
Captain Mudge himself, that he put more than 30 shot in the
Blanche, both above and below water; but what was that to
perform in a two hours’ engagement? He boasts, with greater

. * Brenton, vol. iii., p. 515.
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veason, of having wounded the masts, and eut to pieces the
rigging and sails, of his prize, and assigns the delay it wonld
cause to repair them as his motive for setting the Blanche on fire.
And we feel the more disposed to attach credit to the statements
of M. Baudin, on account of the uncommon accuracy with
which he describes the force of his prize, giving her * vingt-
seize canons de 18 en batterie, quatorze carronades de 32 et
.quatre canons de 9 sur les gaillards.”

Although scarcely five years’ old and an oak-built ship, the
Blanche become so thoroughly infected with the dry rot,
that the enemy’s shot passed clean through her side, scatteri
dust instead of splinters. To this, and to her short-man
-state, has been mainly attributed the smallness of the Blanche’s
loss, in reference to the time the ship was engaged, the foree
opposed to her, and the alleged closeness of the action.* As
respects the British frigate, this reasoning may carry weight;
but how are we to explain the truly insignificant loss sustaned
by the French frigate ; as well as the entire state of impunity
which, notwithstanding their alleged important share in the
action, attended the three corvettes ? The Topaze, as the British
records prove, was & sound ehip four years after she had captured
-the Blanche, and went into action, Captain Mudge himself
informs us, with a crew nearly twice as numerous as his own.

Admitting, as Captain Mudge alleges, that the Blanche dd
really engage the Topaze closely, what was she about with her
guns not to, do more execution than to kill or wound one man
every 10 minutes, or 12 men in two hours? This is the more
unaccountable, because the crew of the Blanche were a re-
markably fine set of men, and the very last from whom such
treatment of an enemy was to be eyﬂ)ected. If, contrary to
what has been officially asserted, the Blanche, having mistaken
the national character of the Topaze and her consorts until the
French frigate had begun to open her fire, had been all in con-
fusion when the attack commenced ; if, instead of endeavouring
to retrieve her error by a prompt and vigorous application of
her means of defence, tie lanche had sought to avoid a combat
.by a hurried resort to her means of escape, firing an occasional
ill-directed shot at one or the other of her opponents: if, we
say, all this had been the case, the very cheap rate at which M.

Baudin gained his prize would need no other explanation.

The f::y of an historian, who, in most cases, has ¢o elicit
‘truth from conflicting statements, has often obliged us o
animadvert, with more or less of severity, upon the bombastical
accounts published by the French. In common fairness, there-
-fore, we cannot avoid noticing the three letters, one offictal and

* The same cause, although we omitted to ‘notice it, contributed to the
shfht. loss sustained by the Wilhelmina in her action with the Psyché. See
yol. iii., p. 265,
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.two private, written by the captain of the Blanche, and published
in all the English, and some of the foreign newspapers. Two of
.these letters, including the official one, are dated on one day, the
22d of July. One of the two private accounts is in the form of
an extract from the Blanche’s log, thus: “July 19th, at 8 aA. M.,
fell in with a squadron of French ships eruising; at eleven in
close action with the same; at half past eleven reduced toa
_perfect wreck, ship filling fast; at twelve struck the colours,
and at six she sank.” .
The official letter requiring to be more circumstantial and
precise, the « French squadron as per margin” is made to consist,
with a slight overrating in the force, of the three ships and brig
-described in our account of the action. “I conclndeé) they were
French,” says the captain, “ and therefore determined to sell
the ship as dearly as possible.” As a proof that he did so, he
declares that a quarter of an hour (not half, as stated in the
above private account) before the Blanche struck, she was
“ a perfect wreck ;” meaning, not, as might be imagined, that
her masts were all shot away, but that her sails were “totally
destroyed,” and that she had ‘¢ ten shot in the foremast (expecting
it to fall every mimute), the mainmast and rigging cut to pieces.”
The inference here is, making every allowance for figurative lan-
guage, that the mainmast, being “cut to pieces,” was actually
“4n a tottering state. Unfortunately, however, the surgeon of the
Blanche, in his letter, published on the same day as his captain’s,
sums up the damages to her masts thus : “ Eleven shot received
in our foremast, several in the mainmast, and the spanker-boem
shot away.”
“The crew reduced to 190,” proceeds Captain Mud%e in his
' detter, “and the rest falling fast, with no probability of escape,
i called a council of officers for their opinion,” &c. He then
states the surrender of the Blanche « at twelve at noon,” and
that he was immediately “ hurried on board the commodore.”
“ At six,” he adds, “the officers who had charge of the Blanche
returned, and reported the ship to be sinking fast; on which she
was fired, and in about an hour after she sunk,* for the magazine
had been some time under water.” In a postscript the captain
states, that the ship commenced action with 216 men, and that
-the loss, as far as came within his notice, amounted to eight
killed -and 13 wounded. The surgeon, in his letter, states the
loss (and he was the officer whose duty it was to report it) at
eight killed and 156 wounded, making a total of 23. This
mumber, deducted from 215, leaves 192 men; and yet  the
~crew wes reduced to 190, and they were falling fast.”
Captain Mudge’s second private letter, according to the public
, was addressed to his brother-in-law, and bears date on
mtrd the Topage, August 10. “ On my return from Jamaica

?« At six she sank.” Seethe private account above.
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to Barbadoes,” he says, “I fell in with M. Baudin’s squadron,
cruising for our homeward-bound convoy. I fought the ship
till she was cut to pieces, and then sunk. I cannot say what
our loss is, as there have been no returns, the crew being all
divided between the two frigates and two corvettes which en-
ed us. Twenty-one fell nobly within my own knowledge ;
am afraid many more. I thank God the Blanche never wore
French colours.* Lieutenant -Thomas Peebles, of the marines,
was the only officer materially wounded : his legs were broken
by a splinter. During the severe contest, the squadron was
never without hail. I have the consolation of knowing they
were so much damaged as to spoil their cruise ; they all stood
to the northward as soon as repaired, leaving the passage open
to the convoy under a 20-gun ship.”

After what has appeared, this letter will require very few
comments. We may, however, just notice the extensive appli-
cation given to the word “ fell,” as well as the singular circum-
stance, that Captain Mudge should have had “no returns” of
loss, when the late Blanche’s surgeon was a fellow-prisoner with
him on board the Topaze; and when, three days previous to the
date of the captain’s letter to Major Fletcher, the surgeon had
enumerated that lossin a letter to a friend.

One of Captain Mudge’s “two frigates,” by his own account,
mounted 22 guns. Nor was the Département-des-Landes so
large, or so well armed a ship as the Constance, which, in the

ear 1800, gave Captain Mudge his post-rank ; and which, had

e fought a battle in her, he would have been very indignant to
have heard called a “ frigate.” M. Baudin was not “on a
cruise,” but bound straig%nt from Martinique to France, and,
besides being in the direct track to Europe, had made an ex-
cellent three days’ run. The convoy, which did not sail from
Tortola until 12 days after the Blanche’s capture, was therefore
not the French captain’s object ; nor was the Proselyte its only
protection, the Illustrious 74 and Barbadoes frigate being in her
company.

‘We will conclude this case with stating, that, although she
was “ filling fast,” at ¢ half past eleven,” the Blanche did not
sink till late in the evening ; and not then, the wet state of her
magazine preventing an explosion, until she had been burnt to
the water’s edge by her captors; nor until they had removed
every man of her crew, wounded and well, and, no doubt, as
many of her stores as they required. Nor, even at this time,
had one of her masts fallen. The surgeon says, that the Blanche,
when she struck, had six feet water in the hold ; which accords
tolerably well with Captain Baudin’s expression, * Déja de I'eau

* Nearly the same words occur in-the official letter : « Thank God, she
was not destined to bear French colours, or to assist the fleet of the enemy.”
4 See Naval Chronicle, vol. xiv., p. 186, - -
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était dans sa calle,” and accounts for his preferring her immediate
and certain destruction by fire, to awaiting her tardy, and per-
haps, in his opinion, doubtful destruction by sinking. In a
respectable French account, M. Baudin is blamed for having
destroyed the Blanche, when, according to the information
afforded to the writer, he might so easily have manned and
refitted her.* :

Now that we have taken the trouble to sift the chaff from the
grain, we confess our inability to discover any thing calculated
to distinguish this case of defence and surrender from others
that have occurred ; not, at least, on the score of superior merit.
Captain Mudge defended his ship until he thought it useless to
waste more blood ; for we are called upon fairly to state, that,
after the first half-hour’s action, escape was almost impossible,
without some very unlikely accident should have happened to
his determined opponent.

After having effectually disposed of his prize, Captain Baudin,
with his little squadron, made the best of his way home. On
the 14th of August, in the evening, when in the latitude of
Rochefort, and about 200 leagues from it, the British 20-gun
Shlj) Camilla, Captain Bridges Watkinson Taylor, discovered
and pursued the Faune, who had rather separated from her
companions. On the 15th, at daylight, the 74-gun ship Goliath,
Captain Robert Barton, joined in the chase, and at 8 a. M. the
Faune, with, not, as Captain Mudge had stated, 123, but with
98 men on board (exclusive of 22 late of the Blanche), was ca
tured. While the Camilla and the prize steered for England,
the Goliath continued her course to the southward ; and, in the
same afternoon, just as the latter was joined by the 64-gun ship
Raisonable, Captain Josias Rowley, the Topaze and the two
ship-corvettes were discovered and chased. The corvettes, by
signal, separated from the frigate: one, the Département-des-
Landes, effected her escape ; but the other, the Torche, at about
8 r. M., was captured by the Goliath, and had on board, not
€ 213,74 but 196, of her own, and 52 of the late Blanche’s
men.

On the 16th, at daybreak, the Raisonable and Topaze found
themselves singly in each other’s sight; the latter about three
miles ahead of the former, and both ships steering to the south-
ward, under all sail, with a fresh northerly wind. At 9 A.wm.,
when the wind, having begun to fall, was favouring the weather-
most ship, and gradually approximating the two, the Topaze
hoisted her colours, and opened from her stern-chasers a steady
and well-directed fire of round and grape, evidently for the
purpose of crippling the Raisonable. At 9h. 30 m. A.m., by
which time her fore topsail had been completely riddled, and

- ® Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 150.
1 Official letter of Captain Mudge.
VOL. 1V, L
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her lower studdingsail balliards shot away, the Raisonable:
hoisted ber colours, and commenced finag her bow-guns at the:
frigate, then nearly becalmed. In another 10 minutes, and just:
as she was bringing her broedside to bear, the Raisonable be-
came aleo becalmed. Shortly afterwards, on a light breese:
springing up from the westward, the. Topaze wore round, and
hauled to the wind on the starboard tack. The Raisonable:
succeeded after a while in doing the same; but the frigate,
having first got the wind ard being on her favourite point, left
the former fast, wounding the 64’s rigging with her stern-guna,
and sending a shot through her mawn yard. The Raisemable-
contmued the chase, but after it became dark saw mo more-of
the Topaze; who, with the loss of three men woonded from her-

nt’s five, steered for Lisbon, amd on the 20th anchored in:
mel ty in the Tagus..

Shortly after the arrival of the Topaze at Lisbon, the British:
consul, Mr. Gambier, applied for and obtained the release of
Captain Mudge and such of the late Blanche’s officers and
crew as had been transferred to the French frigate. During ther
stay of Captain Mudge in the Portuguese capital, the French:
official account, copied from the Moniteur of the 12th of Sep~
tember, appeared in the Lisbon papers. In that account M..
Baudin not only represented the capture of the Blanche as
having been effected by the Topaze, without any material assist—
ance from either of her consorts ; but, judging from the impunity
with which his ship and her crew had escaped, insisted that,.
had the Topaze been alone, the same. result would have ensued..

On the 14th of October, which was soon after their return to
England, Captain Mudge, and the late officers and crew.of the:
Blanche, were tried by a court-martial, at Plymouth, for the loss.
of their ship, and most honourably acquitted. The following:
has ap in print, as the speeci of Captain John Sutton,
the president of that court, on returning in Mudge his:
sword: “I feel the greatest satisfaction and pleasure m. the:
discharge of this part of my duty, having to convey to you the’
just sentiments which the members of this court entertain of
your very able and gallant conduct in the defence made by you
of his majesty’s late ship Blanche, against a very superior force:
of the enemy’s ships; and likewise of the spirited support:
afforded you by the officers of every description, as well as the:
seamen aud royal marines, under your command, in the dischazge:
of their duty ; and which reflects upon you and them, on that
occasion, the highest degree of merit and approbation.”*

Without meaning to say a word in disparagement of courts~mar-
tial in general, we may observe, that an 1nvestigation of the causes.
which have led to the capture of one ship by another ship, or by:
a squadron of ships, can never be satisfactorily carried on, while
the parties to be tried are the only witnesses .to be examined.

# See Naval Chronicle, vol. xiv., p. 341.
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‘Where one ship of a fleet misconduets, or is supposed to mis~
eondnct herself in action, a host of disinterested witnesses may
be obtained from among the ships in company. But, where a:
ship, cruising alone, is engaged by, and surrenders to, an enemy’s
ship or ships, that advantage is lost ; and, as the smallest boy
on feels himself implicated in the sentence which a court-
martial has to pronounce upon the officers and crew, the evil
follows of which we have just complained. It is this ex-parte
mode of proceeding that has occasioned us, in frequent instances;
to blame captors for not doing justice, in their official state-
ments, to the exertions of an unsuccessful antagonist; in order
that the public at large, as well as the small conclave assembled
to try the crew of the captured ship, may see the grounds u
which a defence, like that of the Blanche, is declared to have
displayed “very able and gallant conduct” on the part of her
commander.*

On the 3d of August the British 54-gun ship Caleutta, Cap-
tain Daniel Woodniff, sailed from the island of St.-Helena, with
the Indus Indiaman, three whalers, and two other ships, under
her protection, bound to Europe. On the 14th of September
she fell .in with the British merchant ship Brothers, of fnndon,
which had separated in a gale of wind, along with many other
ships, from a fleet of 200 sail, in charge of the 74-gun ship
Illustrious, from the Leeward islands.t Being very leaky and
short of provisions, the Brothers requested and obtained the
protection of the Calcutta, but was so ill-found, and sailed
80 heavily, that she detained the convoy at least one-third of its
hitherto daily run.

On the 25th of September, at noon, being in latitude 49° 30’
north, and longitude about 9° west, the Calcutta discovered
several ships in the west-north-west. It was then nearly calm,
but a light breeze from the westward enabled the strangers to
approach fast. Night came.on; and the Calcutta, doubtful yet
whether her pursuers were friends or foes, kept between them
and her charge. At daylight on the 26th the strangers neared
the-Calcutta considerably ; all owing to the slow progress of the
Brothers. At 11 a.m. the Calcutta made the private signal,
and, having by noon received no answer to it, hailed the Indus,
and directed her to make all possible sail ahead with the convoy.
The Calcutta then dropped astern to speak the Brothers ; and:

® There cannot be any blame imputed to Captain Mudge for the surren-
der of his ship ; she was fought until she had six feet water in her hold, and
all seamen know, that in such a state, a ship is little calculated to eseape.
The force opposed to her was certainly more than double; and a court-
martial having acquitted Captain Mudge, the public may rest satisfied, that
the different captains who formed the court, delivered their opinions con-
seientiously, that the Blanche was bravely defended, and only surrendered
when it was hopeless to continue the contest. The discrepancies in the
letters referred to are hardly worth notice.—Ed.

1 See p. 144, : 9

L
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Captain Woodriff strongly recommended the master of her to
haul upon a wind to the northward, which the latter imme-

- diately did.

The Rochefort squadron, which had sailed out under Rear-
admiral Burgues-Missiessy on the 11th of January, returned to
port on the 20th of May. For some reason, not unconnected,

rhaps, with the %roceedings of that squadron at the island of

ominique, and which we shall by and by have to relate, the
French emperor dispossessed M. Missiessy of his command, and
appointed M. Allemand, late of the Magnanime and the senior
captain of the squadron, in his stead. As soon as the ships had
refitted, M. Allemand received directions to take the earliest
opportunity of putting to sea. He was first to proceed off the
Lizard ; there to wait awhile for Vice-admiral Ganteaume:
if the Brest fleet did not make its appearance, the rear-admiral
was to steer for the bay of Biscay, and endeavour to join the
combined fleet on its return from the Antilles: if foiled here
also, M. Allemand was to proceed straight to Vigo, to await his
further instructions. On the 12th of fuly, as has already been
stated, Rear-admiral Stirling, with his squadron of five sail of
the line, by orders from Admiral Lord Gardner, raised the
blockade of the road of Aix;* and on the 16th M. Allemand

" weighed and put to sea, with his squadron, consisting of the

“Gun.ship
. Rear-adm. Zach.-J.-Théodore Allemand.

120 Majestueur} ... { Captain  Etienne-Joseph Willaumez.
Magnanime...ceeeee » Pierre-Francois Violette.

74J Jemmappes ......... ” Jean-Nicolas Petit.
Suffreneececseeseeses » Amable-Gilles Troude.
Lion ceeseccaraceccsans » Eléonore-Jean-Nicolas Soleil.

Frigates, Armide, Gloire, and Thétis. :

Brig-corvettes, Sylphe and Palinure.

On the next day, the 17th, the squadron captured the British
18-gun ship-slooK Ranger, Captain Charles Coote;} but the
crew, on seeing that their fate was inevitable, had so damaged
the ship, that M. Allemand was obliged to set her on fire.
‘While waiting at his first.point of rendezvous, with the addi-
tional object in view of intercepting the Illustrious and her con-
voy, of whose expected arrival two or three captured stragglers
had already apprized him, the French commodore fell in with the

® See p. 1.

+ In &e English translations of the old French navy-lists this ship rates
as a 110. Either there was a mistake in this, or the ship had since been
lengthened ; for, to a certainty, the force of the. Majestueux in 1805 was
precisely that of the 120-gun ship in the small tabfe at p. 54 of the first
volume, except that four of her 8-pounders had been witgdrawn from the
«cabin and two brass carronades added to the four on the poop, making her
guns in all 129,

. 1 The French say, “of 24 guns,” and that, in reality, was the number,
including carronades, which the Ranger mounted.
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Calcutta and her convoy; and to what extent he succeeded
there we will now proceed to show.

Having taken the steps already noticed for the security of her
convoy, the Calcutta made sail to intercept a French frigate, the
Armide, of 40 guns, which lay upon her starboard bow, and
was drawing up fast with the merchantmen, At 3 p. m., havi
E:ssed ahead clear of the Calcutta’s broadside, the Armide

gan firing her stern-chasers, and received, in return, the bow-

ns of the British ship. After a while, however, the French
rigate shortened sail and allowed the British 50 to get abreast
of her; when both ships opened their fire, but without any
material effect, owing to the distance preserved by the Armide,
and to the Calcutta’s leading off to the southward, to favour the
escape of her convoy, then 1n the east-north-east. At the end
of an hour, the Armide having hauled out of gun-shot, disabled
in her rigging, the firing ceased.

This partial cannonade had brought down the whole French
squadron, except the Sylphe brig, which had been detached
after, and very soon captured, the creeping Brothers. At p.m.
the headmost line-of-battle ship, the Magnanime, began firing
her bow-chasers at the Calcutta; who still running under all
sail to the southward with a light northerly breeze, discharged .
her stern guns at the former. Finding that the Magnanime
was alone and unsupported upon his starboard quarter, and the
40-gun frigate Thétis at a somewhat greater distance on the
larboard quarter, Captain Woodriff resolved, as the only chance
of escape left, to attack and endeavour to disable the 74, With
this intent, the Calcutta put her helm a-port, and, as soon as she
got within pistol-shot, commenced an action with the Magna-
nime. Thelatter promptly returned the fire, and the cannonade
continued, without intermission, for three quarters of an hour,
By the end of that time, having of necessity begun the engage-
ment with all sail set, the Calcutta found herself completely
unrigged and unmanageable. Her escape being rendered im-
practicable, as well by her disabled state, as by the near
approach of the remaining ships of the French squadron, the

alcutta hauled down her colours.

The Calcutta had been an Indiaman, and, ever since her pur-
chase in 1795, had been employed as a transport, until Sep~
tember, 1804, when she was fitted for sea as a cruiser, and
armed with 28 long 18-pounders on the lower deck, and 26 car-
Tonades, 32-pounders, and two long 9-pounders on the upper
deck. The Calcutta was a flush ship, and therefore had no
detached quarterdeck.* Her established complement was 343
men and boys: of these she had six killed and the same number
wounded. %‘hat the loss on board the Calcutta was not greater
may be attributed to the high firing of the French ships, whose

* See this explained, vol. i,, p. 16.
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object evidently was to disable her rigging. In this they so
completely succeeded, that the French were obliged to keep the
‘Calcutta in tow two days, before they could refit her sufficiently
to enable her to carry sail. This delay, combined with: the
course which Captain Woodriff bad led the squadron in pursuit
of him, enabled the Ilustrious and her valuable fleet to pass
unmolested into the Channel.

- It is almost superfluous to state, that the sentence of the
court-martial, subsequently assembled to try the officers and
«crew of the Calcutta for the loss of their ship, contained an
honourable acquittal of all on board of her, as wellas a hiil:
.encomium upon Captain Woodriff for the skill and bravery
had displayed. The circumstances under which the Calcutta
‘was captured do, indeed, reflect very great credit upon her officers
and crew. Captain Woodriff’s judgment was as conspicuous
as his gallantry; and both united saved all his convoy from
capture, except one slug of a vessel which endangered the
;ther?;‘ and occasioned, beyond a doubt, the loss of the Calcatta

erself.

The Rochefort squadron proceeded straight to Teneniffe, to
repair the damages of the Calcutta and Magnanime, and to take
on board a supply of water and provisions. On the 17th it
again sailed, and although sought for in every sea, continued
«cruising until the 23d of December. On that day M. Allemand,
‘with lus prize the Calcutta, and about 1200 prisoners, the crews
of the latter, and of the Ranger sloop, Dove gired cutter, and 43
merchant vessels, which he had destroyed during his 161 days’
cruise, anchored in safety in the road of the Isle of Aix.

Having hitherto paid particular attentionto M. Linois and his
squadron, we shall continue, as far as our limited means will
. ppermit to trace him through the remainder of his long sojourn in
-a distant, but to him not unlucrative, quarter of the world. We
left the French admiral at rather an inglorious moment ; just as
the Marengo and her two attendant frigates had been foiled in @
combined attack upon the 50-gun ship Centurion, in Vizagwtzﬁa-
tam road.* After this, the squadron and merchant prize (thus
making it not quite a bootless enterprise) quitted the Coromandel
coast, and steered straight for the Isle o?.Fra.nce. Bringing in
with him a rich prize which he captured on the passage, M.
Linois, on the 1st of November, arrived at ‘Port-Louis, and
found lying there the Belle-Poule, in company also with a prize
of some value. One or more of the Centurion’s shot having
struck the 74’s hull under water, and the ship in other respects,
wanting repair, the Marengo was here hove down.

On the 22d of May, 1805, after a stay of nearly six:months,
during which she bad undergone a thorough refit, the Marengo
sailed on her third cruise, accompanied by the.Belle-Paule. only,

¢ See.val. iii., p. 280.
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the Atalante having previouslsy quitted port on a cruise off ‘the
«Cape of Good Hope, and the Sémillante, since the 6th of March,
-having been detached to the Philippine islands, with the intel-
digence of the war between England and Spain.

On the 11th of July, off the coast of Ceylon, having cruised
amsuccessfully near the entrance of the Red Sea, M. Linois fellin
with the Brunswick Indiaman, Captain James Ludovic Grant, in
woanpany with the conmtry-shi? Sarah. The latter, being com-
siderably to windward, made for the land, and although pursued
%y the Belle-Poule, ran on the breakers. The Sarah was totally
dost, but her crew. fortunately escaped sharng her fate. The
Brunswick, after a slight and ineffectual resistance, was taken
by the Marengo.

Reoceiving 1ntelligence that a superior British force was ia
this quarter, the French admiral steered towards the Cape of
Good Hope. On the 6th of August, in latitude 19° 9’ south,
longitude 81° 22’ east, at 4 p.M., in thick hazy weather, the
French squadron, then close upon a wind on the larboard tack,
standing to the southward and westward, discovered, at abont
four miles distance on the lee bow, a fleet of 10 Indiamen, under
«convoy of a two-decked ship-of-war, steering to the northward.
This was the British 74-gun ship Blenhemm, - Captain Austén
Bissell, bearing the flag of Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Troubridge,
:Baronet, bound with a convoy to Madras; where, on his arrival,
8ir Thomas was to supersede Rear-admiral Sir Edward Pellew
-as commander-in-chief to the eastward of Ceylon.

As the Marengo and Belle-Poule, with French colours hoisted,
rwore astern of the fleet, the Brunswick, by signal, kept her
wind, and soon lost sight of her two companions and the enemy:.
-At about 5h. 30 m. p. M. the Marengo, ranging up, opened a
~distant fire upon the lee quarter of the C'um?eﬁamf Indiaman,
“Captain Wilhlam Ward Farrer (a participator in Commodore
-Dance’s gallant affair), and, followed by the frigate, engaged, in
Jpassing, several others of the Indiamen. Observing that the

lenheim was lying by for them, the two French ships then
areserved their fire until they came abreast of her, when a smart
«oannonade ensued. Owing, however, to ‘the ‘great swell that
':x:vailed, the Blenheim could not open her lowerdeck ports :*
-hence the British 74 had only a battery of 18-pounders, with
@ few nines and carronades, to oppose to the whole united
«broadsides of the French 74 and frigate. Notwithstanding this
JAnferiority, M. Linois did not remain long within gun-shot, but
‘passed on under all sail ; interchanging broadsides occasionally
«with the remaining ships of the convoy, until, at about 6 ». u.,
the had run ahead of them all. :

.+ "% And etacontemgorary dwells upon the effect produced upon M. Linois
‘by the Blenheim’s “lowerdeck ‘guns.” See Brenton, vol. iii., p. 352. -The
igume-writer-adds the Atalante frigate to the French admiral’s force. . -
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The Blenheim sustained no injury in materiel except a few
shot-holes in her topsails; but, unfortunately, a Mr. Cook, a
passenger and a fine young man, was killed by a piece of lang-
ridge, while standing upon the quarterdeck. e Ganges, also
one of the Marengo’s acquaintances of the 15th of February,
1804, but now commanded by Captain Thomas Talbot Harrington,
had one man killed by an 8-pound shot. In the half-hour’s
-action that occurred, no other ship of the convoy appears to have
sustained any damage or loss.

The Marengo received a shot through the fish of her main~
mast. Another shot struck her fore ynrg
the poop ; and several perforated her sails. Her loss, according
to the French official account, consisted of only eight men
slightly wounded. The Belle-Poule had her cross-jack yard
carried away in the slings, and her foresail so much cut that she
was obliged to shift it: the frigate was also twice hulled under
the chess-trees, and had two men wounded.

About midnight the French 74 and frigate crossed the hawse
of the Blenheim, and at daylight lay to about four miles on the
"weather bow of the convoy ; the ships of which also lay to, in
Jine of battle, expecting a renewal of the attack. At7 a.m. the
Marengo and frigate filled and bore down to reconnoitre, but,
when about two miles off, again hauled to the wind, At 2 p.a,
‘the Blenheim filled and set topgallantsails, and the Indiamen
also made more sail, still preserving their line, This steady
front probably decided the intention of M. Linois, who at 9 ». M,
tackeg to the southward ; while the British convoy pursued its
course in an opposite direction, and on the 23d of the month
arrived in safety at Madras.

On the 2d o{ August, at 1h. 30 m. p.m., as the British 38«
gun frigate Phaéton, Captain John Wood, and 18-gun brig-
sloop Harrier, Captain Edward Ratsey, were entering the Straits
of St.-Bernadino, Philiﬁpine islands, a strange frigate was dis~
covered lying at an anchor in the road of St.-Jacinta, We left
the French 36-gun frigate Sémillante, Captain Léonard-Bernard
Motard, on her way to apprize the governor-general of these
islands of the war between Spain and England. The frigate
arrived in time to frustraie any attempt at surprise on the part of
the British ; and, as a further benefit to the settlement, Captain
Motard undertook to proceed to Mexico, and bring back a
of specie, the want of which was most severely felt at the
Philippines, it being two years since the last galleon had arrived.
Scarcely had the Sémillante quitted Manilla on her voyage, than
intelligence that two British cruisers were then among the islands

induced Captain Motard to anchor in the road of St.-Jacinta;

where, he knew, there were batteries to protect him.
Immediately on discovering the British vessels, the Sémillante

began warping in-shore, between a battery on the south point of

St.-Jacinta and a reef of rocks; in which operation the French

; a third passed through
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igate was assisted by several boats, and subsequently by her
sails, which she loosed in order to take advantage of a light air
that sprang up from the north-east. At 2 h. 40 m. p, M., hoist=
ing French colours and a broad pendant, the Sémillante com-
menced firing her stern-chasers at the Harrier ; from whom the
Phaéton was then distant about three miles in the north-west,
The battery began firing also ; and in two minutes afterwards
the Harrier, being off the north point of the bay, opened her
starboard broadside at the frigate. Finding the water to shoal
" from ten to seven, and then to five and four fathoms, the brig
hove to; but still continued a smart fire, receiving a fire in
return from the battery and frigate.

At a few minutes past 3 p. M. the Phaéton got up and joined
in the cannonade ; and a round-tower now added its fire to that
of the battery at the south point. The British frigate and sloop,
although, from the difficulty of the navigation and the lightness
of the breeze, unable to close as they wished, continued to
engnge. At 4 p. m. the brig wore and fought her larboard guns,
and at 4h. 30 m. p. M. caught fire in her larboard-waist ham-
mock-cloths, supposed to have been caused by red-hot shot fired
from the battery. The fire, however, was soon extinguished,
The weather now became nearly calm, and the brig, in con-
sequence, began driving towards the reef. At 5 p.m., finding
that the Phaeton could not get alongside of the French frigate
without warping, and that his boats would, in such a case, run
the risk of being cut to pieces by the shot from the battery,
Captain Wood ceased firing and hauled off, and signalled
.Captain Ratsey to do the same. The Harrier, by means of her
boats, towed her head round; and, in a minute or two after~
wards, the action ended.

The Phaéton had her sails, rigging, and some of her masts,
thicularly her mizen topmast, damaged by the enemy’s fire.

ree of her boats were also injured, and she received nine shot
in her hull; but, fortunately, the frigate had only two men
wounded. The Harrier having, from her nearness to the shore
at its commencement, bore the brunt of the action, suffered
rather more than her consort. Her rigging and sails were much -
cut, and all her boats more or less damaged. Her masts were
also injured, particularly her mainmast, which she was obliged
to fish to prevent it from falling. The fire from the Sémillante
and batteries had been aimed chiefly at the rigging of the two
.British vessels ; and that it was which occasioned the Harrier’s
loss to be no greater than the Phaéton’s, two men wounded.

The British stood off for the night, and at daylight on the 3d,
baving a fine breeze off shore, tacked and stood in to recon=
noitre. They found that, during the night, the Sémillante had

d herself close to the beach ; and that, for her further pro-
tection, a six-gun battery had been erected on the north point.
The Phaéton and Harrier waited off the road until the morning
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of the 4th ; when, finding the French frigate still in the same
, they made sail, and ran through the Straits of St~
rnadino.

What loss the Sémillante sustained, in this' two hours and'a

half’s e:}gagement, is not recorded in any French account; but
it was afterwards understood at Calcutta, that she had 13 men
killed and 36 wounded. With respect to the damage done %0
her hull and masts, all we know is, that she suﬁ’erloid so much has
to prevent her from proceeding on her vo to Mexico. ¥
'Séxl!.lelante avait été trés-m?l%nitée t‘lansyag;5 combat ; .elle fut
forcée de renoncer au voyage du Mexique,”* is an admission
that places that fact beyond a doubt.
. On the 20th of July, in compliance with the repeated reguest
of Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, cruising off Cape Finisterre,
.to be furnished with a few additional frigates, Admiral Cornwallis,
.the commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, detached to jom
the former the 38-gun frigate Niobe, Captain Matthew Henry
Scott. On the 29th the 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Alolus,
€aptain Lord William Fitz-Roy, parted company from the
Channel fleet upon the same destination ; and Lord William was
.directed, in his way across the bay of Biscay, * to be very care-
ful to obtain intelligence of the enemy’s squadrons, if either of
-them should have put to sea from Rochefort or Ferrol ;”’ and, on
falling in with any such squadron, his lordship was to contimue,
if possible, in sight,” untilqhe had ascertained 1ts route, &c.

Scarcely had the ZAolus made sail upon her mission when the
Nile lugger, with despatches from Sir Robert Calder, joined the
fleet. These despatches, besides indicating the exac® spot at
which Sir Robert would be found, requiring to have their con~

. tents acknowledged, the admiral threw out to the Zolus the
signal of recal. The frigate accordingly put back. Having
received, with Sir Robert Calder’s rendezvous (38 leagues north-
west from Cape Finisterre), a letter from Admiral Cornwallis to
Sir Robert, acknowledging the receipt of the latter’s despatches,
?pﬁzing the vice-admiral that they had been forwarded to
England, and that he had, some days since, sent the Niobe, and

- was now-sending the Aolus, to jan him, Lord Wiiliam sailed
again to the westward. .

On the 5th of August, very early in the morning, latitade
45° 55’ north, longitude 9° 28’ west, the Aolus, standing to the
-westward with the wind at north by west, discovered and bore
ap for seven strange sail in the south-south-east. At 6h. 15m.
A.M. one of the seven strangers, evidently 2 frigate and detached
from her consorts, boarded a merchant ship in the south-east,
and shortly afterward set her on fire. At 8 A. ., perceiving
that the strangers were an enemy’s squadron of five sail of  the
dine, one frigate, and one brig, the Aolus hauled to the wind on

-® Dictionnaire des Batailles, &c., tome iv.; p.'5.
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the larboard tack, with her head about north-east by east, for
the purpose -apparently of watching their movements. These
wvessels, with a frigate or two not then in company, were really
the French squadron from Rochefort, so particularly adverted to
by the orders under which Lord William had been detached
from the Channel fleet. “ If,” says Admiral Cornwallis, “ you
should fall in with a squadron of the enemy’s ships, continue, if
possible, in -sight until you can ascertain their route, and then
push on before them to make it known to me, or the officer
<ommanding on that station, to which they seem to point their
course.”

_ At 10.a.m. the French squadron, which appears to have been
lying to, was joined by a frigate and a brig from to-leeward. At
3 h. 30 m. .M., being then distant from the Alolus about 12
amiles in nearly the same direction as when first discovered, the
French squadron bore up and steered east-south-east. At 5 p.u.
the Zolus, still with her head to the north-east, lost sight of
the French squadron. Shortly afterwards the frigate bore away
#0 south; but.at 6 h. 40 m. hauled up on the starboard tack,
and made all sail in search of the vice-admiral.

On the 7th, in the forenoon, the Aolus brought to an Ameri-
‘can ship from Bordeaux to Charlestown, and learnt that, two
days before, she had been boarded, off Cape Prior, by the
‘Bntish 74-gun ship Dragon, Captain Edward Griffith, cruising
in company with eight other sail of the line. As this was un~
doubtedly the squadron of Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, the
Aolus, then only 38 leagues distant from -Ferrol, crowded sail
#n the dfrection of that port.

At 4 p.u,, latitude at noon 43° 41’ north, longitude 10° 11"
west, being clese hauled on the larboard tack with a light breeze
from the north-north-east, the Folus discovered and chased a
strange sail in the south quarter, standing under easy sail to the,
morth-west. This was the French 40-gun frigate Didon, Captain
Pierre-Bernard Milius, two days from Corunna, in search of the
stadron from Rochefort under Rear-admiral Allemand, for
whom she had important despatches.* At 4 h. 30 m. p.x. the
Diden tacked towards the Aolus; but shortly afterwards, on
escertaining that the latter had no connexion with M. Alle-
mand’s squadron, the French frigate bore up south-west. The
Alolus bore up.also, and continued in chase until 7 h.30 m.
P. M.: when, having approached near enough to discover that
the ship was an enemy’s frigate, “ with yellow sides, and royal
yards rigged aloft,” the Zolus shortened sail and hauled to the
wind on the starboard tack : that is, while the French frigate
continued running from the British frigate in the direction of
south-west, the %ritish frigate altered her course from south
by west to north-west by west. These diverging courses soen

® Seep. 16.
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shut out each frigate from the other’s view; and at about
8h. 30 m. p. M. the Kolus wore round on the larboard tack and
resumed the course she was steering when the Didon first hove
in sight.

ile, with light and variable winds, the ZEolus is slowly
meking her way to the eastward, we will submit a few remarks
upon the very extraordinary circumstance of two frigates, each
belonging to a nation at war with the other, voluntarly parting
without a contest.

Let us first see how far, on the score of relative force, either
of these ships might feel justified in declining to en%age the
other. Couﬁl any circumstance connected with the old rating
system of the Bntish navy excite surprise, we should find it in

e admiralty-order which classed the Narcissus of 894, Tartar
of 895, Amphion, of 914, ZAolus of 919, and Medusa, of 920
tons, all, except the first, builtin the year 1801, as 32-gun frigates,
while, by another admiralty-order, the four frigates of the same
year, the Meleager, of 875, Iphigenia, of 876, Shannon, of 881,
and Tribune, of 884 tons, were registered as 36-gun frigates. Each
class mounted 26 long 18-pounders on the main deck ; but the
36s were established with twelve 32, the 32s with ten 24, pounder
carronades : making, with four long nines, the total number of
§uns of the one class 42, and of the other 40. All five of these

2-gun frigates were, however, constructed to carry, and some of
them subsequently mounted, 42 guns. In point of complement
the difference was 10 men ; giving to the 36-gun frigate 264, and
to the 32-gun frigate 264, men and boys, including the three
© widow’s men. Atthe time of her meeting the Didon, th& Zolus,
according to an entry in her log, mounted the 40 guns established
upon her class ; but she appears to have mustered at quarters,
having probably manned one or two prizes, no more than 233
men and boys.

The Didon was a very fine frigate of 1091 tons, and mounted
two more guns than the establishment of her class, as given at

. 54 of the first volume, or 46 guns in all; of which 10 were
1ron (similar to those of the Topaze*), and four the usual brass,
36-pounder carronades. The crew of the Didon, according to
the deposition of her officers in reference to an action fought by
her three days after she had parted from the AEolus, amounted
to 330 meu and boys. These minute but important particulars
established, we may present the following as tK:

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE TWO FRIGATES.

N ZOLUS, DIDON,
Broadside-guns...e.eeerseserensesceesascassnseansace { lb: * sgg 53
CreW.cuccnnnmnsnecsesracnrenes teeesesensessessaosesssernses No. 238 830
sln 99 000000000000 00 000 sev o0 'l.wm - 919 lwl

* See p. 141.
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. This figure-statement, compared with that in which appears
the name of the Loire, a ship of the same numerical force as
the Didon,* shows the effect produced in the broadside weight
of metal of French frigates by the substitution, to so great an
extent, of 36-pounder carronades for long 8-pounders. In the
Ppresent instance it gives a superiority of nearly three to two;
whereas, in long guns only, the Didonis not superior to the Zolus
by much above an eigh&. But, according to that rigid law,
the custom of the service, the larger of these differences, im-

rtant as it is,does not excuse a British ship, even if aware
that the odds are in that proportion against her, from bringing,
or endeavouring to bring, an enemy to action.

Respecting the cause, whatever it may have been, which pre-
vented the Eolus from continuing in pursuit of the Didon, we
shall postpone any further inquiry, untiY we have brought down
the proceeding of the Aolus to a somewhat later period, and
have dipped a little deeper into a new and very important source
of information, which the account of Lord William’s rencounter
with the Didon, as it stood in the first edition of this work, has
recently opened to our view. We may here explain how it hap-.

ns that the case of the Zolus and Didon, instead of being, as
inthe old edition, mixed up with the affair between the latter and
another British frigate, ranks in the present under a distinct
sub-head. It will be sufficient to remind the reader that, when
first introducing the head of ¢Light squadrons and single
ships,” we stated our intention to notice under it, among others,
every case wherein vessels met, “ between which, from the rela-
tive situagions of the parties as to force and other circumstances,
an action might reasonably have been expected.”+

Pursuing her route towards the north-west coast of Spain, the
Zolus, on the 9th, at 6 h. 40 m. p. M., Cape Prior bearing south-
east half-east distant five or six leagues, fell in with the Dragon,.
hastening to Sir Robert Calder with the important information
that the Franco-Spanish fleet had got into Ferrol and Corunna.}
At 6 h. 50 m. the Zolus asked, by signal, the situation of the
admiral and communicated in the same manner, that she had
been “ chased ” (No. 406) by an enemy’s squadron of five sail
of the line. The Dragon acquainted the Aolus by signal, that
the British admiral was in the north-east by east; and in that
direction the frigate immediately accompanied the 74. At day-
break on the following day, the 10th, the 98-gun ship Neptune
was fallen in with; and in an hour or two afterwards, the re-
mainder of the Vice-admiral’s squadron. Captain Griffith now
communicated to Sir Robert the important result of his second
reconnoitring visit to Ferrol, and Lord William delivered to the
Vice-admiral the letter or letters (for we believe there was a

* See vol. ii,, p. 141. + See vol. i., p. 88.
% Seep. 15; l‘:ut the date is misprinted 10 instead of 9.
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private one) with which he had been intrusted. Shortly aftbr-
wards, taking his measures from the Dragon’s information, Sir
Robert ordered the latter ship to cruise for a certain period, and
then, with the remainder of the squadron, proceed to jom the
commander-in-chief off Ushant. is the vice-admiral effeeted,
as already mentioned, on the 14th;* but the Aolws, having for
some cause or other parted company, did not.join-Admiral
Cornwallis until the forenoon of the 20th.

To view the case of the ZEolus in the most favourable light,
we must 8 that Lord William, as in regly to our former:
remarks on his conduct he has since stated, did really imagine-
that he was the bearer, not of a letter which, comparatively, was-
of no consequence at all, but, of secret despatehes of the utmost
importance to the nation. We can readily coneceive why a
document, containing the rendeavous of a particular squadron,
is inscribed on the envelope “ Secret.” It is that the captain
may not communicate the contents to any of his- officers, nor:
they to the crew. Otherwise, in case of capture, should even-
the despatch itself be thrown overboard, the enemy might gain:
oral intelligence of the exact spot at which he could pounee
upon an inferior force. Why not “ Rendezvous,” with an un-
derstanding that it is to be kept within the captain’s breast,
substituted for the awfully mysterious word “ Secret™? And:
why should a common letter from one admiral to another, with -
one or more of which almost every vessel is charged that-
travels from station to station, be dignified with the name of
“despatch” ?

It 1s not improbable that the Niobe had one of those * de-
spatches” in her letter-bag; and yet, what does her: captain-
do? Why, according to the frigate’s log (for we have- had no
communication with a single officer belonging to her), on the
bth of August, in latitude 47° 6’ north, longitude .14° 24’ west,
the Niobe fell in with a strange ship, which Capin Scott par-
saed for three days and nights. At length the etmnge frigate,
or whatever she was, escaped from the Niobe; and Captain
Scott, instead of joining Sir Robert Calder agreeably to the:
express tenour of his orders, jomed Lord Nelson, and returned
with the latter to the Channel fleet. With whatever private
censure the Niobe’s captain may have been visited for this devia-
tion from his orders, a few months only elaXsed ere Captam-
Scott received d public approval of his conduct in being ap-
pointed, as the lists inform us, to the Goliath 74

Since the publicatior by Loed William Fitz-Roy, with se
much seeming triumph, of the orders under which he sailed, we*
are still more surprised that he should have considered his junc-
tion with Sir Robert Calder as the only object worthy of his
serious attention. Was he not directed to watch, and attend

* See p. 15,
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1Ml he ascertained its route, any enemy’s squadron he might fall’
in with, particularly one expected to be at sea from Rochefort,.
and . another from Ferrol? Well, the Alolus falls in with the-
Rochefort squadron early in the morning, hovers to windward of
ittill 5 p. M., then permits it to goits way. In a few days after~-
wards the ZEolusfalls. in with a French frigate detached from the:
Ferrol squadyon, also named in Lord William’s orders.* The:
Zolus approaches near enough' to make out the stranger to be
am enemy’s frigate; then abandons her, for the sake, as alleged,.
of delivering in safety the letters with which she is charged.

But the most extraordinary circumstance of all, is the delusion
under which Lord William laboured as to the supposed effect
produced by the due delivery of the packet he was carrying.
“The Secret nature of my orders,” he states, “ none but myself
on: board were acquainted with, and the immense importance of
thee. despatches in question, which by recalling Sir Robert Cal--
der’s. whole squadron, and bis being afterwards detached by
Admiral Cornwallis with a larger one, subsequently led to the
important victory obtaived by Lord Nelson on the 21st of Oc-
tober of that year, sufficiently proves that in making them my
first object I was attending more to the honour and interest of
my country thanif I had disobeyed instructions so plainly marked
out, merely for the chance of personal profit or gistinction. It
i8, indeed, evident that the responsibility which would have-
attached to me, had such despatches failed of reaching their
destination, involved consequences of greater magnitude than
the censure of Mr. James, or of any illjudging individual.”}

To attempt a serious.refutation of the statement thus (we will
only say) unadvisedly pat forth, would be wasting our own and
the reader’s time. {’Vphat else but seme such motive imposes
sience upon the Dragon’s captain, the present Vice-admiral
Edward Griflith Colpoys? Was, may ‘we ask, “the chance of

al profit or distinction ” the only chance. that Captain

rd William Fitz-Roy would have had to look to, had the

Bolus succeeded in bringing the Didon to action? Of ¢ personal

distinction > there would have: been an exeellent chance; but,

then, it must be the distinction that is founded, in a great

degree, upon the personal danger, which is the never-failing
attendant of a struggle for mastery between two fighting ships.

But the captain o% the Aolus has recently foung a champion,
who, and -he is of the naval profession: too, will insist that * the.
character of Lord William l?itz—Roy remains as pure and un-
blemished as that of any of his most distinguished brother
officers.””’} After a few preliminary observations, among which:

® Asupon these orders much of the gist of this case depends, we have in«
serted them in the Appendix. See Neos. 10 and 11.

+. A Brief Statement arising out of a passage contained in the 8d volume
of James’s Naval History of Great Britain, on the conduct and character of
Lord William Fitz-Roy, in the year 1805,

1 Brenton, vol. iii., p. 388
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is the following : “It is sometimes the duty of an officer not to
fight ; and the sacrifice of reputation, though painful, is indis-
pensable,” Captain Brenton inserts at lengtg e second order
given to Lord William Fitz-Rt:z, and then proceeds thus : “ Let
us next see what steps were taken by Lord William in execution
of these orders, for which purpose we turn‘to his log-book ;
where every transaction, in which his ship was concerned, is
minutely related ; and, above all, that transaction which it is
asserted should have covered him with disgrace, so clearly ex-
E)sed, and so openly stated, as to leave us nothing to desire.

is lordship explicitly declares, that the strange ship was a
frigate ; and he inserts in the public record of his ship every
step which was taken while she was present.” The writer then
gives, as an extract from Lord William’s log, the following
words, italicised and punctuated in the manner here shown:
“ At four o'clock, stood for a suspicious ship, in the S.S.E.
which at sir bore up and made all sail—the Aolus did the same
~—at half past seven, the stranger, still running away, shortened
sail and hauled to the wind ; the ship a frigate with yellow sides
and royal yards ; rigged aloft.”* :

What will Captain Brenton say when he finds, that he has
either made use, by mistake, of an extract from some other ship’s
log, or that he has had palmed upon him, for the captain’s log
of the ZAolus (and certainly the description given of the Didon 18
a tolerably just one), a spurious production? The readiest way
to prove this will be to subjoin an extract from that which bears
the signature of Lord William Fitz-Roy, and is deposited at the
navroﬂice as the genuine log kept by his lordship when captain
of the Zolus. Here, then, follow the proceedings of the day on
which the Didon was fallen in with, precisely as they are
minuted in the log last referred to: “4, 5 saw a strange sail Se.
made sail in chace, 4, 30 the chace tacked & immediately bore
up. 7, 30 shortned sail & came to the wind on the std. tack.
A, M. &c.”  Signed “ William Fitz-Roy.”

The log of the master of the Zolus, Mr. Francis Prior, chiefly
differs from the log of her captain, just quoted, by containing,
after the entry of “shortened sail,” the following words, as the
reason for having done so: “ The chase apparently an enemy’s
ship of war.”

though Captain Brenton’s third volume issued from the
Press within little more than three, and the part devoted to the
subject in question must have been written within less than two,
months from the publication of Lord William’s pampblet, which
was to remove the imputation cast upon his lordship’s character
bme facts disclosed 1n the first edition of this work, we find an
abandonment of that line of defence upon which, to all appear-
ance, Lord William so confidently rested. For instance, by his
pamphlet, Lord William declares, in effect, that the secret nature

* Brenton, vol. iii,, p. 386.
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of his orders, and the importance of the despatches of which he
was the bearer, induced him to forego the pleasure of attacking
the Didon ; but, having since undeceived himself, apparently,
as to his having been sent to recal Sir Robert Calder, and
thereby been in any way instrumental “to the important victory
obtained by Lord Nelson on the 2lst of October,”* Lord
William instructs Captain Brenton to dwell upon the necessity
which he was under, to hasten to Sir Robert Calder with the
intelligence of his having fallen in with the Rochefort squadron.
Accordingly his lordship’s apologist says: “ On his way to join
the vice-admiral, he fell in with the éochefort squadron, with
whose movements it became a serious part of his duty to make
himself acquainted ; seeing them burn a merchant vessel in the
morning of the 6th, he watched them narrowly during the whole
of that day, and having lost sight of them in the evening, Lord
William proceeded in search of the vice-admiral.”

Passing by the (we will not say studied, but) highly ad-
vantageous obscurity thrown over the time when the French
squadron was first discovered by the Zolus, as well as the error
in the date of burning the merchantman, we will merely advert
to what might have been the consequences to Ireland, had
Captain Countess, of the Ethalion, in September, 1798, been
contented with such a ‘narrow watching”’ of the Hoche and
her consorts.+ An overweening zeal generally defeats its object.
Why need Captain Brenton have laid so much stress upon the
necessity that Lord William Fitz-Roy was under of acquainting
himself with the movements of a French squadron, which he
suffered to make sail from him without an effort to follow it,
unless can be called so, the bearing up of the Zolus, for a short
time, after the enemy had disappeared ?

In reference to the Didon, Captain Brenton proceeds : “ That
Lord William did not pursue her, was an exemplary act of
obedience to his orders. A night’s chase would have led him
entirely off the station on which he was so urgently directed by
his admiral to seek for Sir Robert Calder, and on which he had,.
within 24 hours, seen an enemy’s squadron, and gained intel-
ligence of a British squadron being very near him.” ¢ On the
following morning, at daylight, he fell in with Sir Robert Calder,.
delivered his despatches, and gave him all the important in-
telligence of which, by his lordship’s log, he appears to have been
in7possession.”}. B

Well, what did Sir Robert Calder do, on receiving this intel-
ligence, for which, according to Captain Brenton, the captain-of
the Aolus had “sacrificed his reputation?” Did he not im-
mediately make sail in search of the Rochefort squadron? On
the contrary Sir Robert Calder bent his course towards the

* See p. 159, + See vol. ii., p. 124,
’ I Brenton, vol. iii., p. 387,

YOL. 1V, . M
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Channel ; detaching the Dragon to ascertain, we rather think,
the probable route of that squadron, and allowing the Aolus
also to part company, for the purpose, not improbably, of afford-
g to Lord Wiliam a chance, unshackled by any orders ez
despatches, of again meeting the Didon.

As a further means of showing the unfounded nature of the
charge, that “ Lord William Fitz-Roy had run away,” Captain
Brenton sneeringly says of Captain Milius, of the Didon, “ The
yery reverse is tEe fact. The French captain thought proper to
run, and on the 10th fell in with the Pheenix.” Fortunately for
his reputation, Captain Milius, on that very 10th of Ay,
gave a decided proof that, if he bad “ run away” on the 7th, it
was not from any lack of bravery. Enough has already ap-

red in these pages, to show the immense importance which
apoléon attached, and not without reason, to the concentration
-of his fleets; and the Didon was expressly detached from
Corunna, to seek the Rochefort squadron, and conduct it to the
Franco-Spanish fleet under M. Villeneuve. We have, also, on
more than one occasion shown, and shall again and again have
to show, that French admirals and captains are frequently re-
stricted by their orders from fighting, unless in the way of
defence, or that the odds are so great in their favour as almost
to ensure suceess.
. Before we dismiss the case of the Zolus and Didon, we feel
bound to mention, as some excuse for any deficiency which may
be complained of in the account, that we have been debarred
from our usual sources of information by a knewledge of the
peculiar situation in which Lord William Fitz-Roy has generally
stood with respect to the officers under his command. It is on
this account that we have refrained from applying to the officers
belonging to the Aolus in August, 1805, could we, indeed, from
the rapid manner in which, about the same period, the lieu-
tenants of that frigate succeeded each other, have ascertained
which of them was on board when the Aolus fell in with the
Didon.

Although some years intervened between this occurrence and
the dismissal of Lord William Fitz-Roy from the navy, for
having ill-treated one of his officers,* and although his lordship,
for some reason with which we are uvacquainted, was restored
to his rank in five months after he had been thus solemnly de-
graded, and at present actually stands in the list among the
officers rewarded for meritorious services,} we shall not, we find,

* Court-martial held April 6 and 7, 1811, See the Naval Chronicle,
vol. xxv., p. 349, and vol. xxvi., al 897.

+ The participation of Lord William Fitz-Roy in the victory obtained by
Sir Richard Strachan (see p. 115), and, above all, the baronet's rather ex-
traordinary selection of the Zolus to carry home his despatches, appear to
have been the grounds upon which Lord William obtained his companion=
ship of the Bath.
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bave occasion again to introduce his lordship’s name. For that
reason we take this opportunity of disclaiming all “ malevolence
of intention”* towards Lord William Fitz-Roy. On the other
kand, we should indeed be unfit for the office we have under~
taken, did we allow the adventitious circumstances of bigh birtk
and extensive patronage to sway us in our remarks upon the
conduct of individuals. Had the Zolus engaged the Didon,
and, after a well-fought action, been compelled to yield to
superior force, we do not believe that Lord William Fits-Roy
would have been tried for disobedience of orders. But, had he
been so, and a condemnation been the result, we would have
strained every nerve to show the injustice of the sentence, and
doubt not that we should have succeeded in satisfying every un-
prejudiced mind, that the captain of the Aolus had acted in the
noblest manner. . :

As to the supposed evil consequence, which would ensue to
the public from the protracted, or even the non, delivery of
-despatches,+ we think, with submission, that it has been much
overrated. At all events, let the order to the commanding
officer of the despatch vessel signify, in the plainest terms, that
he is not to deviate from his course to chase any suspicious
vessel. And, should he themn discover an enemy’s ship of his
own class in a situation to be pursued or attacked, let the
captain muster his officers and men, and read to them the
peremptory clause in his orders. But, where an officer, from
the obscure wording of his orders, is in doubt on the subject, or
where, hke Lord William Fitz-Roy, he is directed to do that
which is incompatible with a continuance in the course he is
directed to steer, he will find that, on the score of character, to
which, notwithstanding the light manner in which a contem-
porary treats “the sacrifice of reputation,” some attention is
due, the safer alternative is always to fight.}

On the 10th of August, at 5 A.m., latitude 43° 16’ north,
longitude 12° 14’ west, the British 18-pounder 36—gb|:)n frigate
Pheenix, Captain Thomas Baker, standing on the starboard tack
with the wind at north-east by east, discovered a sail in the
south-west, and immediately bore up in chase. The weather
being hasgy and the wind light, it was not until 7 . m. that the
stranger, then on the larboard tack with foresail and royals set,

# A Brief Statement, &c. + Brenton; vpl. ii_i., p- 388.

1 The Editor begs distinctly to disclaim any participation in the per-
sonalities in which aZ parties on this occasion seem to have indulged. Lord
William was the best judge as to the importance of his orders. Eve
remark- teading to throw any slur upon his character would have been emsegt
bad not the pamphlet of his lordship rendered it requisite that Mr. James
should have substantiated his charges or withdrawn his assertions. It would
therefore be very unfair to Mr. James had this answer to Lotﬂ William been
withheld ; and it would be treating Captain Brenton with too much dis-
sespect not to.notice his elaborate d . of his brother officer. ]

M
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but with her mizen topsail aback and main topsail shivering, was
made out to be an enemy’s frigate, “ with yellow sides, and royal
ards rigged aloft.” The ship was, in fact, the French frigate
¥)idon ; who, since the evening of the 7th, had stood leisurely to
the west-south-west, and was now only 32 leagues, or there-
abouts, from the spot at which the Aolus had fallen in
with her. :
- Why the French captain, having so important a service in-
trusted to him, should wait to engage an enemy’s frigate of the
apparent force of the one bearing down, may require to be ex-
ained. The fact is, that on the day previous the Pheenix had
allen in with an American vessel from Bordeaux bound to,the -
United States. The master came on board with his papers, and
was evidently not very sober. After selling some cases of claret,
he requested to be allowed to view the quarters of the Phecenix.
No objection was made ; and he went round the ship, saw as
much as he could see, and departed on board his vessel. On
the next morning early he fell in with the Didon ; and, in return
for the hospitable treatment he had received on board the
Pheenix, told “Captain Milius, that the ship whose topgallant-
sails were then just rising out of the water to windward, was an
. English 20-gun ship, and that her captain and his officers thought
" so much of their vessel, that, in all probability, they would
venture to engage the Didon. The French frigate then lay to
;n the manner related, and the American merchant ship pursued
er way.

It soyha pened that the Pheenix, a very small frigate at best,
had been disgnised to resemble, at a distance, a large sloop of
war, and the position in which, for a long time, she was viewed
by the Didon, coxﬁled with the assertions of the American, pre-
vented Captain Milius and his officers from discovering the
mistake until the action, which we shall proceed to relate, had
actually commenced. :

At 8 A M., being still on the larboard tack waiting for the
Pheenix to close, the Didon hoisted her colours and fired a gun
to windward, and at 8h. 45m. opened a smart fire upon the
former ; who, to frustrate any attempt of the Didon to escape,
tesolved to engage to leeward. To attain this object, and to
avoid as much as possible her opponent’s line of fire, already
doing damage to her rigging and sails, the Phceenix steered a bow
and T‘xarter course, ang reserved her fire until she could bestow
it with effect. On the other hand, having in view to cripple the
Pheenix that she might not escape, and to maintain a position so
destructive to the latter and safe to herself, the Didon filled,
wore, and came to again on the opposite tack, bringing a fresh
‘broadside to bear upon the bows o?the Pheenix. The manceuvre
was repeated three times, to the increased annoyance of the
-latter ; .who, impatient at bein% so foiled, eager to take an active
part in the combat, and hopeless, from her inferior -sailing, of
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‘being able to pass ahead or astern of the Didon, ran right at her
to windward. :

_This bold measure succeeded, and at 9h. 15 m. ». M. the two
frigates, both standing on the larboard tack, brought their
broadsides mutually to bear at a pistol-shot distance, each
pouring into the other an animated fire of round, grape, and
musketry. See the diagram at p.167. Owing to the press of
sail under which the Pheenix hag approached, and the nearly
motionless state in which the Didon lay, the former ranged con-
siderably ahead : whereupon the Didon, having, as well as her
opponent, fallen off from the wind while the broadsides were
exchanging, filled, hauled up, and stood on, discharging into the
Pheenix, as she diagonally crossed the latter’s stern (diagram,
No. 1¥) a few distant and ineffectual shot. Profiting by her
new [B)siﬁon and the damaged state of her opgonent’s rigging,
the Didon bore up, and, passing athwart the stern of the
Pheenix, raked her (No.2), ﬁut, owing to the precaution taken
’kﬂ'lthe British crew in lying down, without any serious effect.

e Didon then hauled up again on the larboard tack, and
endeavoured to bestow her starboard broadside in a similar
manner; but the Pheenix had by this time repaired her rigging
sufficiently to enable her, worked as she was by one of the
best disciplined crews in the service, promptly to throw her sails %
aback, and prevent the Didon from again taking a position so
likely to give an unfavourable turn to the combat. )

. This manceuvre brought the Didon, with her larboard bow, or
stem rather, pressing against the starboard quarter of the Phce-
nix (No. 3) ; both ships lying nearly in a parallel direction, and
"one only having a gun that, in the regular way of mounting,
would bear upon her antagonist. This gunwas a brass 36-pounder
carronade upon the forecastle of the Didon; who mightalso, but
for some of which we are not aware, have brought an 18-pounder
long-gun to bear through the maindeck bowport. The instant
the two ships came in contact, each prepared to board the other;
but the immense superiority of numbers, that advanced to the
“assault in the Didon, obliged the Pheenix to defend her own
decks with all the strength she could muster. Having repulsed
the French boarders, chiefly with her excellent marines, the
Phcenix hastened to take advantage of the means which she
sexclusively possessed of bringing a maindeck gun to bear upon
-an antagonist in the position of the Didon. :

Having, in his zeal for the good of the service, ventured to
.overstep one of its rules, Captain Baker had caused the timber
-or sill of the cabin-window on each side next the quarter to be

cut down, so as to serve for a port, in case a gun would not bear
from the regular stern-port next to the rudder-head. Unfor-

* Having no dates to guide us in the details, we are obliged to adopt this
.mode of referring to the different positions, ) .
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tunately, the guniner had neglected to prepare tackles sufficiently
long for transporting the aftermost maindeck gun to the new
port. The omission was of serious consequence ; for, during the
whole time occupied in substituting other means to place the:
gun in the port, the Didon, by her powerful body of marmes,
stationed along the whole length of the larboard gangway, kept.
up an incessant fire into the stem-windows of the Pheenix,
strewing the cabin-deck with killed and wounded.

At length the exertions of Captain Baker, and of the few
officers and men that remained of those essisting him in this
perilous but necessary duty, were erowned with seccess. The
gun was run out, and the direction in which it pointed ehowed,
at once, that its importance had not been overrated. It was
fired, and by its first discharge, as subsequentg acknowledged
on the part of the enemy, laid low 24 of the Didon’s crew: i
swept the ship from her larboard bow to her starboard guarter,
and was truly awful in its effects. Meanwhile the marines and
-musketry-men on the quarter-deck were exerting themselves in
the most gallant and efficacious manner: one party, posted at
the stern, kept up a spirited fire at the Didon’s marines on
gangway; while another party (the men of both ies on
account of their exposed station stooping to load rising to
fire), directing their fire at the carronade upon the Diden’s fore-
<astle, prevented the French sailors from discharging it.

After the two frigates had remained on board of each other
for upwards of half an hour, the Didon began to fore-reach.
In an instant the Phcenix brought her second aftermost gun to
bear, and by its first discharge cut away the head rails of the
Didon, and, what was far more important, the gammoning of
her bowsprit. The Didon as she continued to forge ahead, also
brought her guns successively to bear, and a mutual cannonade
Tecommenced between the frigates yard-arm and yard-amm
{No. 4), to the evident advantage of the Phcenix, whose crew
‘had been constantly tramed at the gums, and that, as much
as possible, and far more than the regulation of powder and
shot allowed, by practising the real, not the dumb motions of
firing. In consequence of that, and of her lighter guns, the
Pheenix fired nearly half as quick again as the %idon; and the
shattered hull and disabled state of the latter, as, with her main
topmast gone and foremast tottering, she passed out of gun-shot
ahead, proved that quickness of firing was not the only pro-
ficiency which the crew of the Pheenix had attained.

Although not. materially injured in hull or lower masts, the
Pheenix wes so damaged in rigging and sails as to be neary
unmeanageable (No. 6), her main royal-mast, maintopsail
-and her gaff were shot away. The gaff had fallen just as the two
ships got foul; and the fly of the British white ensign, atthe

. %a ~end baving dropped upon the Didon’s forecastle the
renchmen tore it off, and carried the fragment aft as a trophy.
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As a substitute for their ship’s mutilated colours, the seamen of”
the Pheenix immediately lashed a boat’s ensign to the larboard,
and a union jack to the starboard cross-jack yard-arm.

Taking advantage of the suspension of firing, each frigate now
began repairing her damaged rigging, that she might be ready
to renew the engagement the instant a return of the breeze
would admit of manceuvring. Although the main topmast of
the Didon, and the main royal-mast, topsail yard, and gaff of
the Pheenix, were the only deficient spars, both frigates exhibited
a woful appearance, on account chiefly of the quantity of sail
under whicﬁe:bey had engaged. Instead of a cloud of canvass
swelling prondly to the breeze, rope-ends and riddled sails hung
drooping down from every mast and yard. :

One of the characteristics of a well-disciplined crew is the
promptitude they display in refitting their ship after an action ;
and, if any thing could animate the men of the Pheenix to addi-
tional exertions, it was the sight of their opponent’s foremast.
falling over the side. This hapmmed at about noon, and was
caused by the motion of the ship acting upon the mast in ite
terribly shattered state. Very soon afterwards, such had been
the diligence of her crew, the Pheenix had knotted and spliced
ber rigging, rove fresh braces, and trimmed her sails, 8o as to
profit by the air of wind which had just sprung up. In this :
refitted state, the Pheenix made sail on the larboard tack to-
wards the Didon, then with her head the same way, upon the
former’s weather bow. Having arrived within gun-shot, the
British frigate was in the act of opening her fire, when, being
from the fall of her foremast and other previous damage ina
defenceless state, the French frigate, at about 15 minutes past
noon, hauled down her colours. T s :

The following diagram has been prepared to elucidate the

-evolutions of these frigates, after the commencement of the close
action.

— Pheen,
9k 16m. .
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s
..........



168 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1804.

Of her 260 men and boys, the Phcenix, when she commenced
the action, had on board, including 10 or 12 who were too sick
to attend to their quarters, only 245. Of these she had her
second lieutenant (Jobn Bounton), one master’s mate (George
Donalan), and 10 seamen killed, her first lieutenant of marines
(Henry Steele, dangerously in the head), two midshipmen
(Aaron Tozer, dangerously, and Edward B. Curling®) 13 sea-
men, and 12 marines wounded, several of them badly; total 12
killed and 28 wounded. The loss on board the Didon, according
to the report of Captain Milius, amounted to 27 officers (in-
«<luding her second captain), seamen, and marines killed, and 44
badly wounded, out of a crew, as stated in the British official
account and sworn to by the French officers, numbering 330.

Until Captain Baker’s appointment to her, the Pheenix had been
armed precisely according to the establishment of her class, as
described a few pages back ;+ but, being of opinion that the
complement allowed to an 18-pounder 36-gun frigate, was not
sufficient for fighting her to advantage, Captain %aker applied
for and obtained the exchange of his 26 long 18-pounders for an
equal number of medium guns of the same caliber; which,
requiring & less number of men than the former, left so many
more for attending to the other duties of the ship. The guns

of the Didon having already appeared,} we may present the fol-
lowing as the :

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.

PHENIX. DIDON.
: No. 21 23
Broadside-guns . . . . . . . { Ibs, 444 563
Crew. « o« o« ¢« « + & "« « . No. 245 3830
Size o « . ¢ 0 v 0 0. tons 884 1091

Here is a statement which, in every branch of it, exhibits, on
the French side, a decided superiority of force. Few cases
occur wherein we have not to offer some remarks, tending to
increase or diminish the effect which the figures alone are calcu-
lated to produce. But, the shorter range of the Pheenix’s 18-
pounders, at the distance at which the action was fought, being
compensated by the increased facility of working them, the
above statement conveys a clear idea of the disparity of force in
guns that existed between the parties. So it does in respect to
crew ; for, although a numerical does not always imply a phy-

sical superiority, the Didon’s was one of the finest crews out of

France. Hermen consisted of healthy, strong, and active fellows,

* This youth, not quite 17, was wounded in an extraordinary manner.
While with jaws extended he was sucking an orange, a musket-ball, which
had passed through the head of-a.seaman, entered one of his cheeks and
escaped from the other, without injuring even a tooth. When the wound in
each cheek healed, a pair of not unseemly dimples were all that remained.

t See p. 156. I See p. 156,
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who had been picked for Captain Jérome Buonaparte’s frigate, the
Pomone, and had been in service since the commencement of the
war ; and they were commanded by officers remarkable for their
professional skill and gallant demeanour. Captain Milius himself
possessed these qualities in an eminent degree. His personal
valour during the heat of the battle excited the admiration of his
enemy ; and the high sense of honour, of which he subsequently,
on an occasion quite unconnected with this action,* gave un-
equivocal proofs, established the greatness of his character.

A contest between two frigates, manned and aﬁpointed like
the Pheenix and Didon, would naturally afford the display of
mauch individual heroism. Our means of information are of course
-restricted to occurrences on board the former; and even there
we cannot do more than recite one or two of the more irominent
instances. The purser’s station in action is in the cockpit; but
Mr. John Collman, the acting purser of the Pheenix, scorned to
remain in safety below, while the lives of his brother officers and
comrades were exposed to danger on deck. With a brace of
pistols in his belt and a broadsword in his hand, did this young
man, in the hottest of the fire, take post on the quarterdeck:
there, by his gesture and language, he ammated the crew to do
their duty as British seamen. ¢ Give it her, my lads !”” was an
exhortation, as well understood as it was obeyed, and the guns
of the Pheenix dealt increased destruction upon the decks of the
Didon. As the action proceeded, the loss by death or wounds of
officers from the quarterdeck, and the temporary absence of the
captain to assist n fixing the gun in his cabin, gave additional
-importance to the noble part which the acting %}llrser had chosen.
And what could have been the summit of Mr. Collman’s ex-
pectations, in a professional way, for being thus prodigal of his
person ?—A purser’s warrant. )

There were two or three youngsters among the midshipmen,
who also distinguished themselves. One, named Edward
:Phillips, saved the life of Captain Baker. On that occasion,
while the ships were foul, a man upon the Didon’s bowsprit-end
-was taking a deliberate aim at him, when young Phillips, who,
armed with a musket, stood close to his captain, unceremo-
aiously thrust him on one side and fired. The discharge of the
»giece was instantly. followed by the splash of the Frenchman’s
"body in the water; and the ball from the musket of the latter,
instead of passing through the captain’s head, did but tear off
the rim of his hat. Several of the sick seamen also left their
cots, and assisted in filling and carrying powder for the use of
their more efficient comrades. Instances of this kind would
frequently occur, did every naval captain understand the difficult
‘art, to maintain the rules of discipline, and yet win and preserve
the affections of his crew.

" * See parliamentary proceedings on the abolition of the slave trade.
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The name of no officer appearing ‘in the letter of Captam
Baker published in the London Gazette, the vecital of the
above acts of good conduct on the part of his oflicers may raise
a charge of unfaimess against him, until it is known, that the
services of every officer belonging to the Phenix we;:groperly
set forth in the letter which Captain Baker transmitted to the
admiralty. If, for reasons not very clear, it becomes requisite te-
suppress more than halfjan officer’s letter, the mutilated portiom
laid before the public, and which in this instance is very short,
should not be called “ Copy of,” but, “ Extract from, a letter.””
Then, neither will the public have grounds for supposmg that
the writer wishes it to be inferred that his valour alone achieved
the victory, nor the officers who served under him, and who con~
tributed so mainly to the consummation of - that victory, have a
glght to complain, that their captain has neglected to mention

em.

The action of the Pheenix and Didon was one in which, even
after its decision, the victorious party had both a difficult and a
perilous duty to perform. The prisoners greatly outnumbered
the captors : the latter, therefore, had not only to separate and
secure the former, but to watch over them with unremitti
attention. They bed also to refit the ships, particularly the

ize, whose mainmast was in so tottering a state, that the
E:izteish were obliged to cut it away. The wreck cleared, the
Pheenix, taking the Didon in tow, steered for a British port. On
the 14th, at 8 r. m., Captain Baker spoke the Dragon 74, and
in company with her, the next day at 4 p.u., fell in with M.
Villeneuve’'s fleet. The Phcenix, with the Didon in tow, im-~
mediately bore up and made all sail to the southward. A
division of the fleet chased the two crippled frigates, and had
nearly arrived within gun-shot, when, at sunset, the French
ships tacked and stood back to their main body. Having passed
Lisbon, the British frigate and her prize were steering to enter
Gibraltar, when, in a thick fog, ringing of bells and the
occasional firing of guns were heard in every direction. Shortly
afterwards Captain Baker became apprized by the Euryalus
frigate, whom he spoke, that the sounds proceeded from the
Franco-Spanish fleet, then on its way to Cadis. The Phcenix
and Didon immediately changed tlyleir course to the west-
ward, and soon got clear of all danger from the ships of
M. Villeneuve.

But this was not the only danger from which Captain Baker
and his officers and crew had the good fortune to escape. The
French pilot of the Pheenix overheard a conversation among the
prisoners, the subject of which was, a plan to get possession of
the Pheenix, and by her means of the Didon. The discovery of
this plot called for increased vigilance on the part of the Britisk
on board of both ships; and, scarcely had means been taken to
overawe the prisoners in the hold of the Phcenix, than the
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French pilot seized and carried aft, as the ringleader of the
mutiny, the late cockswain of Captain Milius, and who had been
in a similar capacity under Captain Jérome Buonaparte. Captain
Milius behaved upon the occasion in the noblest manner. He
inquired of the man if he had any complaints to allege. The
fellow said be had net. “1I know it,” sais Captain Milius, “ for-
1 have, every morning and night, a report that assures me of the
ﬁg treatment of you all: were it otherwise, I myself would

you in the attempt to obtain redress. As it is, you are a
disgrace to the name of Frenchman; and,” turning to Captain
Baker, “ I beseech you, sir, put him in irons.” Captain Baker
expressing a disinclination to resort to so harsh a measure,
Captain Milius urged him more forcibly to do as he requested ;
and Jéréme’s cockswain was accordingly committed, for a short.
time, to the custody of the masterat arms. After this firebrand
had been removed, quietness, and even cheerfulness, reigned
among ‘the prisoners ; and the two frigates, having by standing
well to the westward got a fair wind, anchored on the 3d of

tember in Plymouth Sound.

ving thus brought his frigate and her prize safe to =
British port, Captain Baker, it is natural to suppose, looked
forward to the speedy acquisition of those honours which, in all
similar cases, had been conferred upon the captain of the vice-
torious ship. We trust that, by this time, our impartiality is so
well established, that any opinion we may submit respecting the
merits of an action recorded in these pages, will be received as
the result of, at the least, an unbiassed judgment. Having pre-
mised this, we venture to pronounce the capture of the Didon by
the Phoemix, considered in reference as well to the force, the
skill, and the spirit, mutually opposed, as to the perseverance
and good management of the conqueror in securing and bringing
home his prize, to be one of the most brilliant and exemplary
cases of the kind in the annals of the British navy. :

Unfortunately for the captain of the Pheenix, Mr. Pitt re-

solved to grant nmo more nbands of the Bath to naval and
military officers, meaning to reserve them for ministers abroad.
8till more unfortunately for Captain Baker, that illustrious
statesman, before he could accom Yish his intention of instituting
2 new military order of merit, died. The early retirement of
Lord Barham from office (February 9, 1806) must have been an
additional misfortune to Captainng’aker. Not less so, probably,
was the successive appointment, within about five years, of five
mew first-lords of the admiralty : Lord Grey, Honourable Thomas
Grenville, Lord Mulgrave, Right Honourable Charles Yorke,
and Lord Melville. With each of whom it is customary, in
2eply to complaints such as the captain of the Pheenix might
reasonably urge, to ess regret that merit should have been
ewerlooked by his predecessor, but to decline entering into an
setrospective view of the cireumstances which may have guid
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that predecessor’s conduct. Thus it has happened, that, to this
hour, Captain Baker has received no reward for his meritorious
services in capturing the Didon. It is true that, in 10 years
afterwards, when the new order was instituted, he was made 2
companion of the Bath ; but, as every one of the three remaini
captains of frigates in Sir Richard Strachan’s action was honou
with a similar mark of approbation, there cannot be a doubt
that Captain Baker woultf ﬁave received the same, even had he,
if we may judge from an analogous case, run away from, instead
of fought and captured, a supenor French frigate.

The Didon was built in the year 1797 at St.-Malo, and, just
before she sailed for the West Indies in the spring of 1805,
underwent a thorough repair. Her sailing qualities were so ex-
traordinary, that, although jury-rigged, she beat the Pheenix on
every point. The Didon Was purchased for the use of the
British navy, but, for some reason with which we are un-
acquainted, was suffered to lie in ordinary in Hamoaze until
taken to pieces in the year 1811. We had almost forgotten to
mention, that Mr. Samuel Brown was the first lieutenant of the
Pheenix. We wish it was in our power to add, that he became
rewarded with the promotion customary upon less important
(lxszclaisions. He was not made a commaml):r until August 1,

While the British 18-gun ship-sloop Swift, Captain John
‘Wright, was cruising in the bay of Honduras, information
reached him of a garda-costa which had taken several vessels
trading to that settlement. For the purpose, if gossible, of
putting a stop to the depredations of this Spanish schooner,
Captain Wright detached his second lieutenant, Mr. James
Smith, with a party of men, on board a prize schooner in
company, the Marianne. '

On the 13th of August, having received intelligence, when
cruising off' the island of Bonacca, that the garda-costa was
lying at an anchor under the batteries of Truxillo, Lieutenant

mith proposed to his people a plan to cut her out. This being
cheerfully acquiesced in, the Marianne, under cover of the night,
stood over for the harbour, and got well into the bay without
being discovered. Lieutenant Smith then despatched two small
boats with six men in each, one under the command of Mr.
Walker, the Swift’s boatswain, and the other, of Mr. William
Pitt Bowler, one of her midshipmen, with directions to ascertain
if the garda-costa was really in the situation described. The

Marianne at the same time stood in to cover, if necessary, her
two boats.

Shortly afterwards the Marianne obtained a sightA of the.

rda-costa at her moorings. Almost at the same moment Mr.
Bowler’s boat (Mr. Walker’s, from pulling heavy, not being
able to iet up) gallantly boarded, and after some resistance
carried, the Spanish garda-costa Caridad-Perfecta, of 12 (pierced
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for 16) guns; but, the chief part of her crew being on shore,
with only her captain and 14 men present when the attack com-'
menced, and these jumped overboard at its conclusion and
escaped to the shore. The noise of the struggle alarmed the
forts, which immediately opened a very heavy fire. The garda-
costa’s cables were, however, quickly cut, and sail made upon
her. Aftera fire continued for some time between the Swift and
Marianne and the Truxillo batteries, the prize was brought safel
out without the loss of a man. To the additional credit of Mr.
Bowler, he had been only two years at sea.

On the 9th of October the British 18-pounder 36-gun frigate
Princess-Charlotte, Captain George Tobin, cruising near the
island of Tobago, discovered at a great distance to windward a
suspicious ship and brig. Seeing no chance of overtaking these
vessels if he went in chase, Captdin Tobin disguised his vessel
as' much as possible. This had the desired effect; and the
French brig-corvette Naiade of 16 long 12-pounders, four 2-
gounder brass swivels, and 170 men, commanded by Lieutenant

oseph-Pierre-Marie Hamon, and ship-corvette, late British
sloop, Cyane, of 26 guns (18 long 6-pounders* on the main deck,
and two fours and six 12-pounder carronades on the quarterdeck
and forecastle, all English caliber), and 190 men commanded by
Lieutenant Charles Léonard Menard, bore down to capture the
supposed merchant ship. '

The two Frerich vessels did not discover their mistake, until
the Cyane at least was within gun-shot of the frigate. That
ship made a very gallant defence, and did not surrender until,
besides being greatly damaged, she had her first lieutenant and- -
two seamen iilled, and an enseigne de vaisseau and eight seamen:
wounded, some of them severely. The French commodore, M.
Hamon, by taking a more prudent, if not so honourable a course,
and by superior sailing, effected his escape without any apparent:
mjury. In a week afterwards, however, after a nine hours’
chase to windward, and a partial firing of 15 minutes’ duration,
in which she had one man killed, the Naiade was captured, in
latitude 14° 5' north, longitude 55° 48 west, by the 12-pounder
32-gun frigate Jason, Captain William Champain.

n the 14th of November the French 38-gun frigates Libre
and Furieuse sailed from Flushing, bound on a cruise, first off
the coast of Ireland to capture British merchantmen, and then
off the mole of St.-Nicolas, island of St.-Domingo, to destroy
the vessels and harass the commerce of the black inhabitants.
The two frigates were next to proceed to the city of Santo-
Domingo, and, if there or elsewhere they could get a sufficient

supply of provisions, were to extend their cruise to October,
1806.

" * The gazette-letter says “twenty;” but the ship had ports for only 18,
‘which was the number she carried in the British service. -
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This was defeated,at a earl of the cruise, by
a gnleo‘:'h:ind off the coutofvgcyotlan%mh caused the se-
paration of the two fri . One of them, the Libre, on the:
moming of the 24th of December, when off the port of Roche-
fort,f:ﬁinwith, and was chased by, the British i
Egyptienne, acting commander (in the absence of Captain the
Honourable Charles Elphinstone Fleeming, who was attending
Sir Robert Calder’s court-martial) Lieutenant Philis Cosz
Handfield. At noon the 38-gun frigate Loire, Captain i
Lewis Maitland, joined in the chase, and at 3 ». . brought the
Libre to action. At3 h. 10 m. the Egyptienne opened her fire ;
veceiving from the French frigate, as did also the Loire, an
animated fire in return. In a very short time the Egyptienne
ean the Libre on board, carrying away by the shock the latter
ship’s bowsprit and doing some injury to her own larboard fore-
<hannel. (?lose quarters with such an antagonist as the Egyp~-
tienne, whose maindeck s were 24-pounders, soon put an
end to the contest ; and at 3 h. 30 m. ». M., after a brave defence,
the Libre, mounting 24 long 18-pounders on the main deck, and
10 long 8-pounders and six (brass, we believe) 36-pounder
carronades on the quarterdeck and forecastle, total 40 Euns,
with a crew of 280 men and boys, commanded by Captain Henrt
Delsloorches, bauled down her colours to the two frigates opposed
1o her.

The loss on board the Egyptienne, out of a crew of 330 men
and boys, amounted to one man killed and nine wounded. The
Loire does not appear to have sustained any loss; and her
damages were also very trifling. The Egyptienne, on the
-contrary, had the head of her main topmast shot away, her
mainmast and bowsprit much wounded, and her rigging and
sails injured, particularly her fore topsail, which was entirely
destroyed. The Libre, according to the representation of her
officers, had 20 men killed and wounded ; and so badly wounded
were the French frigate’s three masts, that towards midnight,
when the sea was high, they all fell over her side. In this state,
with her hull a deal damaged, the prize was taken in tow
by the Loire, arrived on the 4th of January at Plymouth.

The Libre measured 1009 tons, and was pierced to carry 26
%'uns upon the main deck ; but, having been built since the year

772, the prize was old and worn out, and therefore not purchased
. for the use of the British navy. The Libre’s late consort, the
Furieuse, was more fortunate than herself, having succeeded in
entering the port of Lorient.

On the 28th of Noveniber, at 5 p. M., the British 16-gun ship~
gloop Serpent, Captain John Waller, cruising off the island of
Bonacca in the bay of Honduras, discovered two suspicious -
sail in the north-east or windward quarter. Considering it
impracticable by chasing to close them before dark, and behev-
ing their destination to be the port of Truxillo, Captain Waller
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made no movement till dusk; when he bore up for the bay,
and before 11 ». m. reached the entrance of it. the 20th at
2 A. M., two fore-and-aft rigged vessels, doubtless the same,
were seen rounding the east point forming Truxillo bay, but they
soon hauled so closeto the lango asto bescareely discermble. Con-
ceiving the best means of attackin% them would be by the boats,
Captam Waller despatched two of them under the command of
bis second lieutenant, William Patfull, assisted by Charles Trace
master’s mate, with him. in the launch, and Samuel Nisbett
midshipman, and Thomas Scriven purser, in the cutter.

The two boats hastened towards the objects of attack, and,.
on approaching the sternmost vessel, they received from her a
heavy discharge from great %:ms and small-arms. In spite of
every opposition, however, Licutenant Patfull and his party

, and without the slightest loss carried, the catholic
king’s schoomer garda-costa San-Christovel Pano, mounting:
one long traversing 18-pounder, two iron 4-pounders, and four
brass 3-pounders, with abundance of small-arms and a crew of
40 men; of whom her commander, Don Juan-Christovel Tierro,
and 25 men escaped by jumping overboard and swimming to
the shore. Leaving the cutter’s crew in charge of the pnze,
Licutenant Patfull, with the launch alone, went in pursuit of
the other vessel, which proved to be a Spanish felucca-privateer,
of one 4-pounder and 40 men ; but, by lowering down her sails
and sweeping round the opposite side of the bay, close to Luke’s
keys, this vessel, by daylight, was nearly under the fort of
Truxillo, and consequently effected her escape.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.,—WEST 1NDIES.

In our account of the proeeedings of M. Villeneuve's fleet in
the year 1804* has already appeared the plan of operations
which Napoléon, on the 28th of September in that year, marked
out for the squadron of five sail of the line and four frigates,
under the command of Rear-admiral Missiessy, then lying in
the road of the isle of Aix, watching an opportunity to escape
the vigilance of the British blockading squadron, under Vice-
admiral Collingwood in the Dreadnought 98. The French
squadron had been ready for sea since M? or June, 1804; and
on the 2d of August the Jemmappes and Suffren 74s, accom-
Kanied by the Armide and Gloire frigates, attempted to sail out;

ut, finding Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder, who then com-
manded the blockading squadron, close off the port, the French
ships returned to their anchora§e in Aix road ; where, moored in
wo lines, the squadron lay free from molestation, defended on one

# See vol, iii., p. 240,
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side by the batteries upon the isle of Aix, and on the other by
a large floating battery, mounting 12 heavy mortars of an ex-
traordinary size, and 32-long 36 and 24 pounders, with a furnace
for heating shot. -

The expedition of M. Missiessy, it will be remembered, had
for its principal object the capture of the island of Dominique,
with power to the rear-admiral, if he deemed the thing practicable,
to attempt Sainte-Lucie; and he was particularly directed to

rrison, and endeavour to retain possession of, his conquests.

n the 11th of January in the present year, owing to the tem-
porary absence of Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Graves, who then
commanded ou the Rochefort station, Rear-admiral Missiessy
was enabled to put to sea. On the following morning, the 12th,
the British 12-gun schooner Felix, Lieutenant Richard Bourne,
discovered the French s?:dron, and proceeded with the intelli-
%czlce in search of Sir Thomas Graves, but whom Lieutenant

urne was not able to join until the 16th; and even then,
owing to a strong gale at south-west, the British squadron was
compelled to put into Quiberon bay.

After being detained on the coast by a succession of similar
gales, M. Missiessy, on the 25th, proceeded on his mission. His
force consisted of the Majestueux three-decker, the four 74-gun
ships Jemmappes, Lion, Magnanime, and Suffren, the three 40-
gun frigates Armide, Gloire, and Infati%.uble, and the two 16-
gun bng-corvettes Actéon and Lynx, having on board 3500
troops, under the command of General Lagrange, besides a great
quantity of military stores, including a considerable train of
. artillery.

The interruption, already complained of, in the correspondence
of Napoléon with his mimster of marine,* renders uncertain the
nature of the modifications of the original plan. The probability
is, that the additional instructions received by Rear-admiral
Missiessy were, chiefly, that he was to disembark the military
stores, in stated quantities, at Martinique and Guadaloupe ; that
he was to capture and possess Dominique, and, without any par-
ticular reference to Sainte-Lucie, was to depredate, as far as he
was able, the weaker of the neighbouring British colonies ; and
that if, in 35 days from his arrival in the Antilles, Admiral
Villeneuve, with the Toulon fleet, did not make his appearance,
M. Missiessy was to commence his return home, calling on his
way at the city of Santo-Domingo, and leaving with General
Ferrand as many troops as he might have remaining on board.

On the 20th of February Rear-admiral Missiessy, with his
squadron, entered the channel of Sainte-Lucie, there fell in with
and chased an English convoy, but succeeded in capturing one
vessel only, the Prince-of-Asturias transport; and, on the same

. * See vol, iii., p. 385.

\
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afternoon, cast anchor in the road of Fort-de-France, or Fort-
Royal, Martinique. During the evening the squadron landed
2500 muskets and 50,000 weight (French) of powder. The
rear-admiral and general also disembarked, and, on 2 consult- .
ation with Admiral Villaret-Joyeuse, the governor-general of the
island, came to the determination to make an immediate attack
dpon the British island of Dominique. The plan was this. The
squadron was to appear before the island at daybreak on the
22d, and to effect a disembarkation at three different points ;
for which purpose the troops were divided into three columns,
The first column, consisting of 900 men, and commanded by
General Lagrange in person, was to land between the south-east

oint of the island and the town of Roseau, ﬁossess itself of a

attery situated on the point, and then march rapidly towards
the fort which defends the town on its east side. The second
column, composed of 500 men, -under Adjutant Barbot, havin
disembarked at the foot of Morne-Daniel, distant a full mile
and a half to the north-west of Roseau, was to turn a fort that
commanded the town, and cut off the retreat of the garrison.
The third column, composed of about 900 men, and commanded
by General Claparéde, was to land within two gun-shots of a
mountain situated at the north-west extremity of the island, and
carry that position at the point of the bayonet.

On the 21st, in the afternoon, the French squadron, preceded
by an armed schooner as a look-out, set sail towards Dominique,
and at midnight arrived abreast of the south-east point of the
island. On the 22d, at about 3 A. M., the fort of Scotshead, a
post not far from this spot, discharged the alarm-gun; and
shortly afterwards the signal was answered by fires in different
partsoftheisland. The French admiralcontinued to stand on under
easy sail, and, just asthe day dawned, appeared before the town of
Roseau. The ships of the squadron immediately hoisted English
ensigns and pendants, and prepared for disembarking the troops.
Meanwhile Brigadier-general George Prevost, the commander-
in-chief or governor of Dominique, deceived by the colours of
the ships, had sent the captain of the fort on board the Majestueux,
to conduct the supposed British admiral and his squadron to a
. safe anchorage. This appears in General Lagrange, but not in
General Prevost’s letter. Shortly afterwards the boats pushed
off with the troops, and the squadron changed its colours to
French.

The column of General Lagrange, 900 strong, was the first
that landed, effecting its disembarkation, under cover, at first of
the Actéon and the schooner,and subsequently of the Majestueux,
Jemmappes, and Lion, at a spot not far distant from that origin-
ally fixed upon. A gallant resistance was made by the British
-Tegulars and colonial militia, under the command of Major Nunn
of the 46th regiment, and, on his being severely wounded, of

VOL. IV. N
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Captain O’Connell, of the first West-India regiment; but,
against an enemy so0 comparatively numerous, every effort was
wunavailing, and the important post of Cachecrow was carried.
. The second column, under Adjutant Barbot, 500 strong, landed
pear Mome-Daniel, and, after a slight skirmish with a body of
militia “ under Brigadier-general Prevost,”* assaulted and car~
ried the redoubt ; in which, according to the French accounts,
16 militia artillerymen were taken. The remainder of the
colonial forces, with the brigadier-general at their head, retired
to the heights of Woodbridge-estate, a defile of difficult
approach.
hile all this was going on, a sgirited cannonade was main-
tained between the Magnanime, Suffren, and three frigates,
joined afterwards by the remainder of the French squadron, on
the one part, and the guns of Fort Young and Fort Melville on
the other. The latter fort mounting five long 24-pounders, and
the former five long 24 and three 18 pounders with a furnace
for heating shot, several of which in their red-hot state were
discharged at the shipping.

The calm, which usually prevails at this early hour of the day,
prevented the covering vessels from lending a prompt aid to
General Claparéde and his column of 900 men. Consequently,
the latter did not accomplish a landing until past noon, and then
not on the spot originally intended. The general, however, suc-
ceeded at last in disembarking his men, and soon effected a
junction with General Lagrange. The united columns then
attacked, and at 4 p. M. entered, Fort Young: where they found
about 300 militiamen, who laid down their arms. Meanwhile
the town of Roseau had been set on fire, not by the shot of the
ships that lay off, but by the wadding of one of the guns
mounted upon, Fort Young. The French soldiers, it is related,
did their utmost to extinguish the flames ; but the only part
of the town saved were a few small houses occupied by free

roes.
ne%rigadier-gemral Prevost, as soon as he found the case was
desperate, retreated across the island, accompanied by Brigade-
major Prevost and a quartermaster of militia, and arnved, in 24
hours afterwards, at the strong hold of Prince-Rupert. This
place of safety the general and his two friends, it appears, would
scarcely have reached, so difficult is the country to traverse, had
it not been for the assistance of the inhabitants and the exertions
of the Caribs. No sooner did the British commander-in-chief
of the island reach the fort, than he directed all the cattle to be
driven in, and took measures for getting a supply of water from

# The offictal letter is not very clear on this lyoint. A private letter from
St.-Kitts is rather more explicit. “ General Prevost, having observed from
the government-house the ineffectyal resistapce,” &c. &c.
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the riverin the bay. He had previously given orders for all the

ars in the island to follow him ; leaving the militia and the
president of the council to make the best terms they could with
the enemy, for what remained of the town of Roseau, the capital
of the island.

The loss sustained by the British regulars, in resisting the
invaders and defending the various posts, amounted to one
sergeant, one drummer, and 19 rank and file killed, one field-
officer, two captains, and 18 rank and file wounded, and one
captain, one sergeant,and six rank and file taken by the enemy ;
total 21 killed, 21 wounded, and eight prisoners. There were
also three sailors wounded, assisting at the batteries; and the
Ioss on the part of the militia, although not known at the date of
the official return, is declared to have been considerable. The
French state the British loss at 200 in killed, wouanded, and
prisoners : they, of course, include the militia, and may not be
far from the truth. Their own loss the French report at three
officers and 32 soldiers killed, and five officers and 77 soldiers
wounded ; an amount which, without reckoning the loss, if
any, on board the squadron, safficiently proves, that the few
Bntish opposed to them had made a good use of their powder
and ball.

The British official account is 8o loosely worded, that it is
impossible to get at the exact number of regulars ed.
They probably did not exceed 220 men; nor, taking the French
account, does the whole force, regular and irregalar, upon the
island, appear to have been more than 650 or 700 men; whereas
the French force that landed is acknowledged to have consisted
of 2300 men, all veteran soldiers; exclusive of a reserve on
board the squadron of about 1200 men, of an equal good quality.
The squadron itself, without the troops, was of sufficient strength
to have created considerable annoyance.

The governor of Dominica, who had reached his post of safety
on the 23d, was, on the 25th, summoned by General Lagrange
to surrender the fortress of Prince-Rupert. On the same day
Brigadier-general Prevost returned a reply, which, if he had not
annexed a copy of it to his official letter, might be considered as
a private communication, sent purposely to thank the French
general for his humanity towards, and kind treatment of, his
wife and children ; of whom, by the by, no mention whatever is
made in General L ge’s letter. Although, by inference, a
passage in General %revost’s letter may be taken to refer to the
summons which had been sent to surrender Fort Rupert, there
is no direct allusion to it. For instance: “I have had the
honour to receive your letter. My duty to my king and country
i8 80 superior to every other consideration, that I have only to
thank you for the observations you have been pleased to make
on the often inevitable consequences of war. Give me leave, ,

individually, to express the grea;ut gratitude for your humanity
N
»
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and kind treatment of my wife and children, and at the same
time to request a continuance thereof, not only to her and them,
but towards every other object you may meet with.”

General Lagrange, however, either did receive some letter
putting a negative upon his demand, or so construed the one
which has been published ; for, although General Ernouf from
Guadaloupe had just arrived at Roseau, and offered to add a
corps of grenadiers to the force under General Lagrange to
enable him the more easily to reduce the fort, the latter decided,
in preference, to evacuate the island. After dilapidating the
batteries, embarking some guns, and spiking others, destroying
the carriages, the ammunition, and the warehouses containing
provisions, taking away such prisoners as were regulars, dis-
arming the militia and putting them on their parole, and not
omitting to levy a contribution, at first of 6000/ but at length of
55001 sterling, upon the inhabitants, the general and his troops,
on the 27th, at about 10 A. M., reembarked on board the squadron.
At noon the latter set sail for Guadaloupe ; whither the Lynx
had already convoyed the 22 English and colonial merchant
vessels (nine or ten only square-rigged), which it had been her
business, while the engagement was pending, to carry off from
the road of Roseau ; but of which, or of the dismantlement of
the batteries, not a word is there in the brigadier’s letter to Sir
William Myers.

Other good fortune, than that of escaping to the fort of Prince-
Rupert without scratch or bruise, attended Brigadier-general
Prevost. He contrived to, what, in homely but intelligible lan-

uage, is called, bamboozle the folks at home. The Annual

egister, making no distinction between doing a thing and
ordering it to be done, declares that the governor, not Major
Nunn, “opposed with the small force under his command, the
landing of the French inch by inch.”* ¢ Throughout the whole
of this transaction,” proceeds the writer, “ the Eigllest praise is
due to the conduct of the governor,and the British troops under
his command.” The conduct of the latter was, indeed, entitled
to every praise. But praise was not all that he or that the
received. The committee of the Patriotic Fund, unable to make
the proper discrimination, presented the governor of Dominique
with a 100Z. sword and a piece of plate,and gave a 50I. sword to
each of the two officers, l\gajor Nunn and Captain O’Connell, as
well as sums of money to the wounded privates. With respect
to General Lagrange, our decided opinion is, that he did not do
his duty in so soon evacuating the island of Dominique. He
should at least have made an attempt upon Prince-Rupert. So
Napoléon thought, but, from some unexplained cause, included
the admiral in the censure which he passed upon the general,
However, as is too often the case in the minor concerns of life,

* Annual Register, for 1805, p. 220.
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what marred the fortune of one man made the fortune of the other;
and General Prevost rose tofame upon the forbearance of General
Lagrange to push his success to a point, which, in all probability,
would bave made the former his prisoner, instemf of, in the
language of undue panegyric, his conqueror.

On anchoring with his squadron at Basse-Terre, Guadaloupe,
Rear-admiral Missiessy disembarked the proportion of troops
and military stores allotted for the island, took in a supply of
water, sold his prizes, divided the proceeds among his crews and
the troops; and, on the evening of the 2d of March, scarcely
60 hours from his entering the road, weighed and stood out.
On the 5th, at daybreak, the squadron passed Nevis point, and
appeared off the 1sland of St.s-‘kitts; the frigates and smaller
vessels anchoring, about noon, in the road of Basse-Terre, the
capital of the island. Shortly afterwards a column of 500 men,
commanded by Adjutant Barbot, effected a landing without
opposition, and, entering the town, demanded of the inhabitants
the sum of 40,0007 sterling, threatening, in case of failure, to set
it on fire. The militia having previously joined the few British
regulars, forming a total of aiout 500 men, in the almost im-
pregnable fortress of Brimstone-hill, a committee from the
principal inhabitants succeeded in persuading the French general
and admiral to be contented with 18,000/ ; which sum, with
ﬁ'reat difficulty, was collected and paid over to them. Having

estroyed the guns and stores at the two batteries of Basse-
Terre, and disarmed a part of the militia, the French troops re-
embarked ; but, previously to its departure, thé squadron com-
mitted a gross breach of faith in pillaging the road of Basse-
Terre, from which the frigates took six merchantmen, all it
contained. Four of these the French afterwards burnt. The
remaining two, one laden with sugar, the other with coffee and
cotton, they carried off as prizes.

After this predatory exploit, the French ships proceeded off
the island of Nevis. There they levied a contribution of about
4000/. sterling, disarmed the batteries, and destroyed five mer-
chant vessels, all they could.find. The island of Montserrat
received a similar visit. Thus enriched, Rear-admiral Missiessy
and General Lagrange, in a few days afterwards reanchored in
Fort-Royal, Martinique. Here the admiral found the French
brig Palinure, recently arrived from France with despatches, .
which announced the return of M. Villeneuve to Toulon in con-
sequence of a storm, and ordered M. Missiessy to return forth~
with to Europe. After disembarking at Martinique nearly the
whole of the troops remaining on board the squadron, the French
admiral set sail for France. Calling on his way off the city of
Santo-Domingo, he found General Ferrand, with a handful of
men, reduced to the greatest extremity by the persevering
attacks of the negroes ; against whom the general had sustained
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a siege of 24 days, and from whom he had little chance of
escape, as the port was generally blockaded by one or more
Britsh frigates. G Lagrange promptly disembarked lis
remaining battalion ; and & %uam:ty of money and provisions
was also supplied to General Ferrand. After this the squadron
again set sail; and, although two or three British squadrons,
under enterprising officers, had been despatched to look after
him, being as little annoyed by hostile squadrons on his return
as he had been on his way out, Rear-admiral Missiessy re-
Zl};hored, on the 20th of May, in the road of the Isle of
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IN the abstract which we have now to introdace,* is to be
found the greatest number of British ships of war that ever was,

- or that perhaps ever will be ordered to be built within a single

year. nsidering what gigantic efforts, until the close of the
year 1805, had been making by Buonaparte for the invasion of
Great Britain, no surprise need be created, that efforts, cor-
responding in magnitude, should be made by the. latter to
frustrate the attempt. The extraordinary increase of 21 sh'iﬂs
in the cornmissioned line-of-battle column, while the total of the
sea-service ships of the same rank exhibits an increase of only
four, proves that effectual means had been taken for a present,

- as well as for a future, augmentation of force.

A reference to No. 13 abstract shows that, at the commence-
ment of the year 1805, there were 33 ships of the line in ordi-
nary, either repairing or to be repaired for sea-service. The
greater part of these ships were in want of what is termed a
thorough repair ; that is, a repair that would have cost nearly as
much money, and have occupied nearly as much time, as a re-
build. To obviate this, a measure was resorted to, which, since
the year 1797, had been recommended to the admiralty by Mr.
Gabriel Snodgrass, surveyor to the East India company. It was
that of strengthening some ships by diagonal braces, doubling
or sheathing others with plank, and, where the ships were in a
still worse state, both bracing and doubling them. By this
method 22 sail of the line, five 18-pounder frigates, and seven of
a smaller class, were brought forward into active service. Every
one of these ships, except the Ganges, was at sea in the year
1805; several of the line-of-battle ships took an active part in
the different erigagements which occurred in that eventful year;

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 14.
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and, while none of the ships returned to port to be laid up in
ordinary or repaired within two years, two remained out of nine,
and several for six or seven years, after they had been thus ex-
peditiously and economically converted from useless hulks to
effective cruisers.*

Among the newly-built vessels of the year 1805, is the first
regular ship of war belonging to the British navy constructed of
teak, the Salsette, and at the top of the column of ordered shi
stands a first-rate, the Nelson, similar in size and force to the
Caledonia, and whose tonnage is about double that of the 18
“ cruisers ” grouped together at the bottom of the same columu.
Nothing further occurring in Abstract No. 14 worthy of notice
in this place, it will suffice to refer to the customary lists of
Pprizes made, and losses sustained, during the year 1806.+

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belonging
to the British navy at the commencement of the year 1806, was,

Admirals « « « . . b5
Vice-admirals . . . . . 50
Rear-admirals . . . . . 56
» superannuated 22
Captains . e . . 617
2

» »
Commanders, or sloop-captains . 416
» superannuated 46 .
Lieutenants . .« . . . 2437
Masters . . . . . 641
And the number of seamen and marines voted for the service of
the same year was 120,000.}

In our last year’s account of the proceedings of the Brest
fleet, we stated that, on the 13th of December, a strong division
of it, consisting of 11 sail of the line, four frigates, and a ship-
corvette, had escaped from the anchorage outside of the goulet;
and that, in consequence of the severity of the weather, Admiral
Comnwallis, the commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, was
not apprized of the circumstance.?

On the 14th these 11 line-of-battle ships, which were the
élite of the Brest fleet, separated into two squadrons; one of
which consisted of the
o Vice-adm.Corentin-Urbain Lei

: 1Ci .Corentin- n Lelss €s.
120 Impénal XYY YTYY P YT TP LYy { Captain Julien-Gabriel Bigot. egu
80 Alexandre ....ccoeereenes » Pierre-Elie Garreau.
Brave .... «ses  Commod. Louis-Marie Coudé.
74§ Diomede . .e.. Captain Jean-Baptiste Henry.
Jupiter ..

sessesee cessnsene . Gaspard Laignel.
Frigates, Cornéte and Félicité ; ship-corvette Diligente.

* A list of the ships, down to 18-pounder frigates inclusive, which were s
doubled and braced, will be found in the Appendix. See No. 12.
-ﬁt See Appendix, Nos. 18, 14, 15, and 16. 1 Ibid., No. 17.
See vol. iii., p. 305.
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This squadron, provisioned for six months, and having on
board about 1000 troops, was to proceed direct to Santo-
Domingo, and there disembark the troops as a reinforcement to
General Ferrand. M. Leissegues was, then to cruise two months
before the island of Jamaica ; and, if the British were too strong
in that quarter, he was to proceed off the bank of Newfoundland ;
there ““ manger jusqu’a son dernier biscuit,” and then steer straight
for Rochefort or Lorient.

The other squadron was under the command of. Rear-admiral
Willaumez, and consisted of the

Gun-ship
Rear-adm. Jean-Bapt.-Phillibert Willaumez.
80 Foudroyant...cecese { Captain AntoinepHenri.
Cassard .cceeeeeesesse  Commod. Gilbert-Amable Faure.
. . Alain-Joseph Le Veyer-Belair.
” Jos.-Hyacinthe-Isidore Khrom.
. Captain Louis-Gilles Prévost-de-Lacroix.
Vétbran..ceeeeeeenses » Jérome Buonaparte.
Frigates, Valeureuse and Volontaire ; also two brig-corvettes, or avisos.

74« Patriote ..

This squadron, provisioned also for six months, was to proceed
off St.-Ifllelena or the Cape of Good Hope, at the rear-admiral’s
option ; then to steer for Martinique or Guadaloupe to get
supplies. M. Willaumez was then to touch at Cayenne for in-
formation, cruise off Barbadoes for a few months, and, having
done all the mischief possible to British commerce in that

uarter, was to return, by the way of Saint-Helena, to Europe.

his cruise, it was supposed, would occupy a period of about
14 months.

It was not until the 24th of December, 1805, that intelligence
reached the admiralty, and that was by a cartel from Gibraltar,
of the escape from Brest of a French squadron, stated to consist
of seven, instead of 11, sail of the line and four frigates. Im-
mediately two British squadrons were ordered to put to sea:
one, of seven sail of the line, under Vice-admiral Sir John
Borlase Warren, as follows :

Gun.
ll9!]8.‘.11’L0ndon asssseeseses  Captain Sir Harry Neale, Bart.

Foud " Vice-adm. (b.) Sir John Borlase Warren, Bart.
80 Foudroyant w..cee.. Captain John Chambers White.

Ramillies c..coeeeesee ,»  Francis Pickmore.

Hero .cceeenens ceree » Hon. Alan Hyde Gardner.
74< Namur....c.ceeceeeee »  Lawrence William Halsted.

Repulse coceveenenne . »  Hon. Arthur Kaye Legge.

Courageux ...ce.ee. ,  James Bissett. ,

The other, of the following six sail, under Rear-admiral Sir
Richard Strachan : :

Gun-shi .
“;8 I,St.-George cesseeses Captain Thomas Bertie.
; Rear-ad. (b.) Sir Richard John Strachan, Bart.
80 Cz:Sar ceevecesnsenese { Captain Charles Richardson.
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Terrible «weeceeeeeee » Lord Henry Paulet.

Triumph .ceceeecenee » H Inman.
BellmmPh omsccacarssese » John Enkme Douglas,

MCenunr secssescseces Captain Sir Samuel Hood.

74{

About the middle or latter end of January, after having been
detained several days by foul winds, these squadrons sailed ; Sir
John Warren’s from St.-Helen’s, Sir Richard Strachan’s from
Cawsand bay. Sir John’s instructions were to proceed to the
island of Madeira, and there endeavour to gain intelligence of
the route of the French squadron: if that intelligence did not
substantially controvert the supposition of its having gone to the
West Indies, the British admiral was then to hasten to Bar-
badoes; whence, if no tidings could be heard, he was, after
leaving a portion of his force with Rear-admiral Cochrane, to
run down to Jamaica. There he was to consult with Vice-
admiral Dacres, and, if the latter should have nothing to com-
municate respectm§ the route of the French, he was to augment
the force on the Jamaica station to four sail of the line, and,
with the remaining ships of bis squadron, return to Spithead.
Sir Richard Strachan, with his six sail of the line, was to proceed
straight to the island of St.-Helena, in search also of the above
French squadron. ;Not finding it there, he was to make the best
of his way to the Cape of Good Hope, to reinforce the ex-
pedition which had been sent to effect the capture of that im-
portant settlement. Let us now return to the two French
admirals.

On the 15th, in the afternoon, latitude 46° 8 north, longitude
12° 14’ west, a British convoy of 23 sail, from Cork to the West
Indies, under the protection of the 38-gun frigates Arethusa,
Captain Charles Brisbane, and Boadicea, Captain John Mait-
land, and 18-gun ship-sloop Wasp, Captain Buckland Stirling
Bluett, fell in with both French squadrons to leeward ; the
nearest of which, being that of M. Leissegues, was steering to
the westward, with a north-north-east wind, and the other,
which was only visible from the mast-head, appeared to be
stegring to the southward. The squadron under R’[ Willaumez
was, in fact, then in pursuit of a convoy from Gibraltar, in
charge of the Polyphemus 64 and Sirius frigate, and the French
succeeded in capturing ome or two transports; with which the
Volontaire was immediately detached to Teneriffe. Four of the
French ships, of which the Vétéran was ome, chased the Sirius
for nearly two hours, and compelled her to part company.

Early on the morning of the 16th, when the character of the
only squadron now seen by Captain Brisbane and his com-
panions became clearly ascertained, 17 of the convoy, by signal
from.the Arethusa, steered south-west, and the remaining six
sail, with the three men of war, tacked and stood to the north-
west. The French squadron immediately did the same, and
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continued the chase throughout the day; but, towards evening,
Rear-admiral Leissegues tacked, and again stood to the sou
west. Bince morning Captain Brisbane had detached the Was
to Rochefort, Ferrol, Cadiz, and Gibraltar, to inform the admim.ll;
commanding upon those stations, of the situation of the French
when last seen; and at 2 p.M. the Boadicea had been sent to
Admiral Cornwallis off Ushant with similar intelligence.

At midnight, with the six vessels of the convoy then in her
company, the Arethusa made sail to the westward. With day-
light on the 16th, again appeared M. Leissegues and his squa-
dron, in full pursuit, but at a very great distance. In a few
hours the French admiral gave over the chase, and left the
Arethusa and her small charge to pursue their course un-
molested. On the 23d, at 4h. 30 m. p. M., when about mid
between Madeira and the Canary isles, the Arethusa fell in with
the following squadron underr%ice-admiral Sir John Thomas
Duckworth :

Guan-ship

80 Canopus ... Rear-adm. (w.) Thomas Louis.

**  Captain Francis William Austen.

Superb Vice-adm. (w.) Sir J. T. Duckworth, K.G.
ssssessseseass 3 Captain Richard Goodwin Keats. .
»  Hon. Robert Stopford.

»  Pulteney Malcolm,

»  Robert Plampin.

»  Sir Edward Berry.

»  Richard Dalling Dunn.
»  James William Spranger.

On the 15th of November Rear-admiral Louis, with five ships
of this squadron, by the orders of Vice-admiral Lord Colling-
wood, the commander-in-chief of the Mediterranean fleet, was
blockading the few French and Spanish ships which the battle
of Trafalgar had left in the port of Cadiz, when Sir John Duck«
worth, in the Superb, joined from Plymouth and assumed the
command. On the 26th, in the evening, the 18-gun ship-sloop
Lark, Captain Frederick Langford, informed the Agamemnon,
that on the 20th, off the Salvages, a cluster of rocks between
Madeira and Teneriffe, a French squadron of five sail of the line,
a rasée, three frigates, and two brig-corvettes, had dispersed a
convoy of six sail, which she was cgnducting to Gorée.

Raising the blockade, Sir John, with his six ships of the line,
made all sail towards Madeira, in quest of the above five French
ships of the line, which were, as conjectured at the time, the
Rochefort squadron under M. Allemand, with the captured
Calcutta in company.* On the 5th Sir John made and com-
municated with Madeira, and on the 15th arrived off Teneriffe,

* See p. 150.
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The vice-admiral then stood on to the southward as far as the
Cape de Verds, and was on his return to resume the blockade of
Cadiz, when fallen in with, as already related, by the Arethusa
and her convoy.

As the British squadron was now working back to the north-
ward, the direction in which the French squadron was when seen-
by the Arethusa, no immediate alteration became necessary in
the course of the former. On the 25th, at 6 h.45 m. A.u,,
latitude 30° 62’ north, longitude 20° 16 west, when standing
close hauled on the starboard tack, with the wind about east
half north, the British descried, in the south-east quarter, which
was a little abaft the weather beam, nine strange sail standing to
the southward. At 7 a.m. the squadron tagked in the same
direction; and every rag of canvass was presently upon Sir
John’s six sail of the line and two frigates, in chase of the still
supp(;sed Rochefort squadron, of five sail of the line and smaller
vessels.

During the whole day and night of the 25th the chase con-
tinued, both squadrons still on the larboard tack with a mode-
rate breeze from the eastward. On the 26th, at 8 A. M., it was
evident that the Superb, Spencer, and Agamemnon, with the
Amethyst frigate, were gaining upon the sternmost French ship.
It was alsodiscovered, in the course of this forenoon, that, instead
of five, the enemy had six sail of the line. These, as may
be conjectured, composed the squadron of Rear-admiral Wil-
laumez, numbering, with the absence of the Volontaire, just nine
sail, on its way to St. Helena. The chase continued with in-
creased advantage to the British, until 1 ». M. ; when the rela-
tive distances o% the ships, according to the mean calculations
of the two headmost British ships, were as follows: French
sternmost ship from superb about seven miles ;* Spencer astern
of Superb about four miles, and Amethyst frigate rather nearer;
Agamemnon about five miles astern of Spencer, and hull down
to Superb; Acasta frigate and Powerful 74 about 22 miles from
‘Spencer, and out of sight from Superb; and Canopus and Done-
gal out of sight of both Spencer and Superb. According to the
statement of a contemporary, the computed distance between
the Superb and the sternmost ship of her squadron, which we
take to have been the Donegal, was, by meridian observation,
about 45 miles.+

At the time stated, 1 p. M2, to the joy of M. Willaumez, and to
the surprise, and of course the regret,'of such of the British ships
as could see it, Sir John directed to be hoisted a signal annulling
the chase; and the Superb, with more awkwardness than she
ever betrayed, before or since, shortened sail and hove to. This

* Superb’s log says “nine or ten miles,” Spencer’s “five or six, ahead of
Superb.” We have taken the mean of the two.
Brenton, vol. iii., p. 522.
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unfortunate signal was run up in latitude 28° 35’ north, and
longitude 19° 10’ west, after a chase, reckoning until 1h. 15 m.
P. M., of 30 hours and a half, during which theleading ships had
run about 149 miles ina south-south-east direction.

In July, 1801, without waiting for friends, the Superb dashed
alone among the rearmost ships (two of them three-deckers) of
an enemy’s fleet ;* but Captain Keats was then the first, not
the second, officer in command of her. The alleged motive for
Sir John’s discontinuing the chase was the divided state of the
British ships; owing to which ths Superb might have got her-
self surrounded and captured before any assistance could reach
her. It appears, however, that the French squadron itself,
during the latter part of the chase, was by no means concen-
trated ; and that, had the Superb brought to action, as in the
course of a few hours she might, the sternmost French ship, the
Spencer and Agamemnon were sufficiently advanced to keep in
check any other French ships that might have shortened sail to
cover their rear. As it is not likely that the French admiral
would have abandoned his rearmost ship, a general action would
in all probability have ensued; and, as the ships of the two
squadrons were equal in number, and all of them two-deckers
(there being but one French frigate, the second British frigate
.would have compensated for the Agamemnon’s inferiority), the
issue, in all reasonable calculation, would have been favourable
to the British.

Having by standing for a short time to the north-north-west,
collected his scattered ships, Sir John despatched the Amethyst
to England with intelligence of the strength of the French
squadron and of its supposed destination to the East Indies;
and then, at about 6 h.10 m. p. M., bore away west-south-west,
to get a sugply of water at the Leeward islands, the stock on
board not being likely to last until the squadron could work
back to its station. On the 2d of January, 1806, the island of
St.-Antonio, bearing north-west half-west distant 10 or 12 miles,
Sir John detached the Powerful, first to victual herself amon
the Cape de Verds, and then to proceed on to the East Indies,
to reinE)rce the squadron under Rear-admiral Sir Edward Pellew.

On the 12th of January, with his remaining five sail of the
line and one frigate, Sir John anchored in Carlisle bay, Barba-
does, and immediately sent the Acasta to theisland of St.-Chris-
.topher, or St.-Kitts, to expedite the preparations for watering the
squadron. On the 14th the squadron weighed from Carlisle
bay; and steering to the westward across Fort-Royal bay,
.Martinique, the vice-admiral anchored, on the evening of the.
19th, in Basse-Terre road, St. Christopher’s. On the 21st the
74-gun ship Northumberland, Captain John Morrison, bearing
the flag of Rear-admiral the Honourable Alexander Cochrane

* See vol. iii, p. 127.
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and the Atlas of the same force, Captain Samuel Pym, joined
company, but without communicating a word of intelhigence
respecting any French squadron.
ir John here commenced watering and refitting his ships for
their homeward passage; when, on the lst of February, the
16-gun ship-sloop Kingfisher, Ceptain Nathaniel Day Cochrane
joined, with intelligence, that a French squadron of three sail
of the line had been seen steering towards the city of Santo-
Domingo. Immediately the British squadron, now cousisti
of seven sail of the line, one frigate, and one sloop, weighed
made sail in quest of the enemy. On the 3d the ships lay to off
the island of Saint-Thomas, and were joined by the 14-gun brig
Epervier, Lieutenant James Higginson. The squadron then ran
through the Corvel passage, and at noon on the 4th passed the
island of Zacheo in the Mona passage. On the 5th, at 8 4. .,
the east end of the island of Saint-Domingo bore north-west
ight or nine leagues ; and shortly afterwards the 12-pounder
36-gun frigate Magicienne, Captain Adam Mackenzie, with a
Danish schooner which she had detained, joined company,
" bringing a joyful confirmation of the previous intelligence. This
schooner had sailed from Santo-Domingo road, while the French
squadron was lying there. The French officers, it seems, wished
to have her burnt; but the admiral, to his subsequent regret,
would not consent. :

On the 6th of February, at daybreak, the British squadron,
having been under easy sail all night, arrived in sight and nearly
abreast of the road and city of Santo-Domingo. At 6 A. . the
Acasta, who, with the Magicienne, had been ordered ahead,
signalled two frigates, one of which was the Diligente, under
way; and at 6 h. 45 m., nine sail at anchor. Five of these com-
posed the line-of-battle ships, and a sixth the remaining frigate,
of the squadron of Rear-admiral Leissegues. The rest were
merchantmen. The voyage hither of the former may be related
in a few words. On the ninth day after chasing the Arethusa
and her convoy, having been directed, inconsiderately at this
season of the year, to pass to the north-west of the Azores in
order to avoid British cruisers, the French squadron encountered
a heavy gale of wind, in which the Jupiter lost her main to
and the Dioméde sprang a leak, On the next day, the 25th of
December, a still more violent storm came -on, in which the
Alexandre and Brave parted company. Finding he could not,
without additional risk to the sqnadron, obey his instructions,
the rear-admiral, with his remaining three sail of the line, two
frigates, and one corvette, bore up and passed to leeward of the
"Azores. On the 20th of January M. Leissegues anchored m
the road of Santo-Domingo, and on the next day disembarked
the troops that were on board ;his ships, along with a quanti
of ammunition and other military stores. On the 29th the
Alexandre and Brave joined the Imperial, and landed their
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troops. 'The ships then set about repairing their , and,
by t]; 6th of February, had so fa.r!::a;;x;)eted tmw be
nearly ready to get under way and proceed upon their voyage.
At7h. 30 m. A. M., observing the force that was approaching
them, the French ships slipped their cables and made sail to the
westward, in the direction of Cape-Nisao, having a light breeze
at about north-north-west. They soon formed 1n line of battle
in the following order: Alexandre, Impérial, Diomede, Jupiter,
and Brave, with the Félicité and Cornéte frigates, and Diligente
corvette, in a second line in-shore of the line-of-battle ships.
The course of the British was immediately shaped so as to cross
the leading French ships; and Sir Jobn telegraphed, that the
principal object of attack would be the admiral and his two
seconds. At 8 A.M. the British squadron, in two divisions, was
in tolerably compact order. The ‘starboard and weather line
consisted of the Superb, Northumberland, Spencer, and Aga~
memnon; the larboard or lee one, of the Canopus (just a-beam
of the Spencer), Donegal, and Atlas. The Acasta and Magi-
cienne frigates, Kingfisher sloop, and Epervier brig, in the mean
while, had taken their stations to windward of the line-of-battle

ships.

g:on after 8 A. M. the inequality of sailing among the British
ships began plainly to show itself. By 10 A. m, the Agamemnon
had dropt considerably astern, and the Canopus, the leading
ship of the lee line, was now no farther advanced than the
former. The three leading ships of the weather line were in
close order, and gaining fast upon the French squadron ; the
ships of which, at about 9h. 45m. A.m., hoisted their
colours, and, owing to the wind having shifted to north-east by
east, were now steering with it about a point upon the starboard
quarter. At 10 h. 10 m. A. m. the Superb, having shortened sail,
opened a fire from her starboard guns upon the Alexandre ; as,
in three minutes afterwards, did the Northumberland upon the
three-decker, the Impérial. In another five minutes the Spencer,
who was close on the Northumberland’s starboard quarter,
joined in the cannonade, taking the Diomede as her more imme-
diate opponent, but firing occasionally at the three-decker ahead
of her; and all the engaged ships kept running nearly before
the wind, at the rate of about eight knots an hour. :

Either by accident or design, the Alexandre, after the ex-
change of three broadsides, suddenly hauled up on the larboard
tack, and passed astern of the Superb and Northumberland in
quick succession ; leaving the Impérial in close.action with the
latter, and at a somewhat greater distance with the Superb,
who, about this time, signalled her friends in the rear to engage
more closely. At 10h. 25 m. the Alexandre attempted to cut
through the narrow interval between the Northumberland and
Spencer; but the latter, after pouring in a raking fire, crossed
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the French ship’s bow, wore, and brought her to action on the
larboard tack. Owing to the smoke, this change of sides had
been unperceived by the Superb and Northumberland ; who,
the one on the starboard beam, the other on the starboard bow,
of the Spencer, gave her some occasional shots. In a very little
time, however, the Northumberland gallantly pushed in between
the Superb and Impérial, and received from the latter a tre-
mendous broadside ; some of the shots of which passed through
both sides of the Northumberland and struck the Superb, for
whom the broadside had been intended.

While the Spencer and Alexandre were closely engaged with
their heads to the southward, the remaining ships of both
squadrons continued their course to the westward. At about
10 h. 36 m. A, M. the Canopus, leading the lee division, crossed
and fired into the bows of the Alexandre, whose masts, already
tottering with the Spencer’s heavy fifk, fell by the board. The
Donegaﬁ and Atlas, In passing, fired also at the Alexandre, the
latter’s dismasted state being scarcely perceivable in the smoke.
The Canopus standing on towards the three-decker and %er
second astern, and the Donegal and Atlas attaching themselves
to the Brave and Jupiter, the action, except on the part of the
Agamemnon, who still appeared unable to get up, became
general. Finding that her antagonist, besides being wholly dis-
masted, was on fire, the Spencer,as soon as her disabled state
would permit, filled, and at about 11 A.M. bore up towards the
remaining combatants in the west.

* After having, as above related, fired into the bows of the
Alexandre, the Donegal passed on, and with her starboard guns
engaged the Brave., Captain Malcolm then wore under the
latter ship’s stern, and engaged her closely with his larboard
guns, until, being much cut up and disabled, and having sus-
tained a heavy loss in officers and men (partly, no doubt, from
the fire of some of the other British ships in passing), the Brave
struck her colours ; as, about 10 minutes before, %ad the dis-
masted Alexandre, after a defence equally creditable. Having
silenced the Brave, the Donegal stood on ; and after firing a few
broadsides from her larboard guns into the Jupiter, who, as well
as the Brave, had been partially engaged with the Atlas and
one or two other British ships as they passed to the westward,
ranged ahead, and ran her opponent on board, receiving the
Jupiter’s bowsprit over her larboard quarter, and secumng it
there by a hawser from her own lowerdeck port to the French
ship’s foremast. After this prompt measure, the Jupiter, with-
out much further resistance, surrendered ; and the Donegal,
having sent on board a lieutenant, two midshipmen, and 100
men, took her prize in tow. Shortly afterwards the Donegal
directed the Acasta, by signal, to take possession of the Brave,
then in the north by west quarter; and who had been pre-
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viously hailed by the Agamemnon, as the latter stood on, in
obedience to Sir John’s signal, .to assist in overpowering the
three-decker and her second astern.

At about 11 A. m. the Atlas, {who, after quitting the Jupiter,
had followed the Canopus, in fulfilment of the admiral’s orders,
to aid him in subduing the French admiral and his two seconds,
poured two broadsides into the Impérial, and then, bearing u
under the latter’s stern, raked her. At this.instant the tiller of
the Atlas, by the breaking of the braces, got jammed upon the
transom ; and at the same critical moment the ship received into
her starboard quarter a heavy fire from the Dioméde. Her whole
attention being thus taken up, the Atlas failed to observe the
Canopus, who was close ahead, time enough to shift her helm
with effect, and which, in its crippled state, could make onl
one turn a-port. The consequence was, that the Atlas fell on
board the Canopus, and, without doing any essential damage to
the latter, carried away her own bowsprit. The Atlas quickly
hove her after-sails aback, and, on clearing the Canopus, dropped
alongside of the Diomede; whom she continued to engage with
her starboard guns for about 12 minutes, when the Spencer
came up and joined in the action. What now ensued will best
appear after the fate of the French three-decker has been
brought to a close.

ith such a multitude of foes gathering round her, the latter
ship, powerful as she was, had enough upon her hands. The
chief antagonist of the Impérial had been the Northumberland,
whose shattered state gave decided proofs of the heavy broad-
sides and well-directed fire to which her %allantry had exposed
her. The fire of this ship, aided by that of the Superb, and sub-
sequently of the Canopus, had also produced its effect upon the
French three-decker; who, at 11 h. 30 m. A. M., with the loss of
her main and mizen masts, hauled towards the land, then not
more than a mile distant. Having had her masts badly wounded
and rigging cut to pieces, the Northumberland could only send
after the Impérial a few distant shot ; and the Superb, deeming
- it unsafe, apparently, to be in less than 17 fathoms’ water,
hauled off to the southward. The Canopus, however, continued
to fire at the three-decker, until the latter, at 11 h, 40 m. A .,
struck  the ground, and by the shock lost her only remaining
stick, the foremast. The Impérial shortly afterwards fired a
gun to leeward, and her people flocked to the upper part of the
ship in the utmost apparent distress : whereupon the firing at
her ceased, and the nearest British ships hastened to join the
Superb. About this time the mainmast of the Northumberland
came down by the board, and, falling forward on the booms,
broke to pieces all the boats, and carried away three or four
skid-beams, besides doing other material damage.

After having bore up from engaging the Alexandre, the
Spencer had passed, amg, not seeing any colours, had fired at,

VOL. IV, o
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the Brave; had passed, next, the Donegal as she was boarding
the Jupiter, and was approaching to aid the Canopus in her
attack upon the Impérial, when, owing to the latter’s proximity
to the shore, the Spencer had no choice but to join the Atlas in
engaging the Diomede. It was Captain Stopford’s intention to
s under the latter’s stern; but in this he was foiled by the
position of the Atlas, who, it will be recollected, had dropg;d,
and was engaging, upon the larboard beam of the Diomede.
The Spencer then steered to pass ahead of the Dioméde, and re-
ceived her fire, without the power of returning it, until closing
she crossed the French ship’s bows. Meanwhile, the Atlas, in
her still ungovernable state, having shifted her position, the stern
of the Spencer now became exposed to the guns of the Diomede.
The Spencer at length came to the wind on the larboard tack,
and the Atlas hauled out of her way, but too late to prevent the
Diomede from running on shore. The moment the French ship
struck the ground, her three masts went by the board ; but the
Diomede still continued to fire occasionally at the Atlas and
Canopus, until they quitted her to rejoin the admiral. Thus, in
less two hours, had the five ships composing this French
ﬁ"uadron been either cal}:;ured or driven on shore. The two
cgatesland the corvette, havi ot well to leeward during the
ac?iot:,s.hauled to the sou‘;;l}lxlgagd ; and, as the Acasnégand
Magicienne, at the commencement of the battle, were not
ordered to go in chase, and, at its close, were busily employed in
attending to the captured ships, all three of the former effected
their escape.

For the actual force of the British ships, in guns and men, it
may suffice, in this case, to refer to their respective establish-
ments, as set forth in various parts of this work. For the guns
mounted on the first and second decks, except in the case of the
Canopus, which ship, from the weakness o}) her topsides, had
been fitted with 18 instead of 24 pounders, reference may be had
to the alphabetical letters K, N or O, and P,in Annual Abstract
No. 1. ‘i‘he quarterdeck and forecastle guns of all seven ships
were chiefly 32-pounder carronades, agreeably to the establish~
ment of 1797,* and the six carronades on the poop, except those
of the Superb which were 24s, were 18-pounders.

The force of the French ships may also be stated with tolerable
accuracy. The Impérial is acknowledged to have been “le plus
fort et le plus beau vaisseau qui eut jamais été construit dans
aucun pays du monde,”+ and to have mounted in this action 130
ﬁuns, 36, 24, and 18 pounders, namely 34 on each of her principal

ecks, besides 10 long 12-pounders and 12 iron 36-pounder
carronades on her quarterdeck and forecastle, and six brass ones
of the same caliber onthe poop ; making her broadside weight of

* See vol. ii., p. 106.
¢ Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 268,
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metal reach the enormous amount of 1852 lbs. English. The
Impérial is described to have had thin sides, and to have been
constructed, throughout, of very light scantling for so large a
ship. She must have -measured at least 3000 tons. Admiral
Ekins, but upon what authority we are not informed, says it
was 3300.* That the tonnage of the Impérial could not have
been much below that amount may be inferred from the fact,
" that the Commerce-de-Marseille, a ship mounting when cap-
tured but 118 guns, with only 12-pounders on the third deck,
measured 2747 tons. ‘

The long-gun force of the Alexandre may be seen in that of
her class-mate, the Formidable, taken by Sirftichard Stracban ;¥
and a reference to the force of the Scipion, captured on the same
occasion, may suffice for that of either of the three 74s. Itis
believed, however, that each of the four two-deckers carried eight
iron 36-pounder carronades, in lieu of an equal number of her
quarterdeck long guns. In the account of the enemy’s force,
as given in Sir John Duckworth’s gazette-letter, the Dioméde
appears to have been of “ 84 guns.” No writer on the subject,
except ourselves, has been so sceptical as to doubt that authority ;
and accordingly each of our contemporaries, disregarding the
statement in the first edition of this work, that the Diomede was
a 74, have felt themselves, if not quite cerrect, quite safe (with
many writers a paramount consideration), in averring that the
ship was an 84.} We knew the contrary, not only from
having seen the name of the Diomede as a 74 in several French
accounts published previously to the action, but from the small-
ness of her sworn complement, which was actually 40 men
fewer than that of either of the other French 74s, and from the
positive assertion of a British officer of distinction, who took a
very active part in the battle. Nor is the difference between a
French 84 and a French 74 merely that of 10 guns. The caliber
of all the guns, except those upon the lower deck, is larger, the
scantling stouter, and the complement of men much greater.

The number of men composing the crew of any one of the
French ships is not even hinted atin the official letter. The
following are the respective numbers that were certified by the
French officers, except in the case of the Impérial, which we
shall revert to presently; and for which head-money was paid
to the captors: Impérial (doubtful), 1500 men; Alexandre,
820; Brave and Jupiter, 660 each; and Diomeéde 620 ; total,
4260. With respect to the Impérial, the three deponents were
common men. ’lPlfey swore that their ship mounted 136 guns,
and went into action with a crew of 1500 men. It may have
been s0, certainly, but the probability is that these illiterate

* Ekin’s Naval Battles, p. 294, See p. 114.
I Brenton, vol.iii, p. 524; who also makes the Canopus but a 74,
Marshall, vol. i., p, 262,and vol. ii., p. 2281, and Ekins, p. 298.
- o
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fellows (for not more than one of them, it appears, could write)
meant, that their ship bad 1500 men on board before she disem-
barked the troops. That the Impérial was rather under than
over manned, may be inferred from the fact, that all the other
ships were go. t us say that her crew amounted to 1200
men ; and that is allowin% her 100 more than the establishment
of a French 120-gun ship.

The loss sustained by the British ships was officially reported
as follows: Superb, three seamen and three marines killed, one
lieutenant (Charles Patriarch) and the master (William
Pickering) badly, and four midshipmén (Charles Wallington,
Thomas ?ackson, Joseph Bullen, and James Willcox), 41 sea-
men, and nine marines slightly wounded : Northumberland, one
midshipman (David Ridgeway), 18 seamen and one marine, and
the admiral’s cook Kkilled, one lieutenant (Geo%e Francis Sey-
mour), three midshipmen (William Millard, Charles William
Selwyn, and Jeremah Lawrence), one secretary’s clerk, one
boatswain’s mate, the French pilot, 27 seamen, and 12 marines
badly, and three midshipmen (Henry Stokes, Charles Comer,
and Philip Peacock), one secretary’s clerk, one quartermaster,
two boatswain’s mates, 20 seamen, and six marines slightly
wounded ; Canopus, eight officers (names not reported), seamen,
and marines killed, 15 badly, and seven slightly wounded ;
Spencer, her boatswain (Martin Oates) 14, seamen, and three
marines killed, and her captain, one lieutenant (James Harris,
both slightly), one lieutenant of marines (James Cuthbertson,
badly), one midshipman (William Neame, slightly), 40 seamen
and six marines wounded; Donegal, one midshipman (Charles
H. Kynaston), seven seamen, and four marines kilfed, the master
(John Airey), three midshipmen (William Rudall, Henry Ogil-
vie, and Fdward Acton), and 12 seamen and marines badly, and
17 slightly wounded ; Atlas, seven seamen and one marine
killed, the master (William Mowbray), boatswain (Stephen
Spargo), and nine seamen wounded ; Agamemnon, one seaman
killed, and one boatswain’s mate, four seamen, and eight marines °
wounded; making the aggregate loss 74 killed, and 264
wounded, and the total numerical loss of each ship as follows :

Killed. ‘Wounded. First lleutenants.

Richard Gill.
Superbieieceececsassecscees 6 seensnees 56 """"'{Richard_Couch, sec.
Northumberland...eecess 21 aevesreee 79 soemvune R it s,

wsee Uncertain,

. George Ravenshaw.
William Sanders.
Lord Jas. Townshend.
. Uncertain.
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We may remark that, in respect to the relative proportions
of killed and wounded, the returns of the Superb and Atlas
form a surprising contrast, But the log of the Superb says:
six killed and 30 wounded. The return of the Northumberland,
i)n the other hand, corresponds exactly with the entry in her
og.

No British ship, except the Northumberland, appears to have
had any mast shot away. The Donegal lost her fore yard, and
the Atlas, by an accident as has been shown, her bowsprit. The
masts and rigging of most of the otherships were much wounded
and cut up, and some of their hulls not a little damaged, by the
shot of their opponents. One account indeed states, that the
Spencer received 60 shot in her hull, on the side on which she
engaged the Alexandre. The Northumberland’s hull, no doubt,
was 1n quite as shattered a state. -

The loss sustained by the captured French ships, for the want
of a little pains on the part of the writer of the British official
account, cannot be stated otherwise than in a general way
According to Sir John Duckworth’s letter, the Alexandre had
300 men in killed and wounded, the Brave 260, and the Jupiter
200. With respect to the Impérial and Diomede, all that
appears is, that their killed and wounded were “ not known, but
were certainly many.” The Impérial according to the French
accounts, had 500 men killed and wounded, including among
the former two of the admiral’s aide-de-camps, and among the
badly wounded, the first and second captains and “five other
officers. The loss sustained by the Diomede has not been enume-
rated, but must have been, in proportion, equally severe. Accord-
. ing to information derived from the masters of some American
vessels at anchor in the road pending the engagement, that ship
had 250 men killed and wounded. The loss on the part of the
Jupiter, if not of the Brave, appears to have been rather over-
rated in Sir John Duckworth’s letter. Neither of these ships
had any of their masts shot away, nor was the Jupiter mate-
rially damaged in her hull ; but the captains of both the Brave
and the Jupiter appear to have been either mortally or ve
severely wounded, neither having been ﬁresent to sign the head-
money certificates. The hull of the Brave was tolerably cut
up, and the Alexandre’s hull completely shattered from stem to
stern; so that, what with her numerous shot-holes and her
entirely dismasted state, this fine 80-gun ship could with diffi-
culty be kept afloat.

Tie spot, where the two French ships had run on shore, was
about midway between PO%L%W———
ipo tay wvivBUsAe-UN, T8 A ards astern o
the Impérial ; and such was the rocky state of the coast, that
the bottoms of both were stove in very soon after the vessels had
struck. The French immediately proceeded to get, first their
wounded, and then the remainder of their crews on shore, it
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being the avowed intention of M. Leiss ,as soon as that was
effected, to set the two ships on fire. On the 8th, when, as it
appears by the French accounts, all, or nearly all, of the crew
of the three-decker had been saved, and all of the Dioméde’s,
except her captain and his surviving officers, and about 100 of
the men, the British frigates advanced towards that part of the
coast. The Acasta and consort, by means of their boats,
brought away Captain Henry and his people, and afterwards set
fire to and destroyed both French ships. In his third letter,
Sir John states that Captain Dunn, to whom this service bad
been intrusted, “rescued all the prisoners (number not stated)
from perishing through a tremendous sea.” The fact is that,
although Captain Henry and about 150 of the surviving officers
and men of the Diomede were made prisoners, scarcely half a
dozen persons, and none above a forecastle man, were taken,
who had belonged to the Impérial.

Considered as a naval combat, the action off the road of Santo-
Domingo displays nothing very remarkable. It was simply
that seven British two-decked ships, including one 64, after a

ing fight of two hours with one three, and four two, decked
French s_h?s, captured three of the latter, and drove on shore
the remainder. It is as true that the In:géria.l was nearly a
match for any two ships in the British, as that the Agamemnon
was unable to cope with the weakest ship in the opposite line.
But the French were totally unprepared, and, if some accounts
dated from the city of Santo-Domingo are to be depended upon,
had actually left on shore several of their officers and men,
including their very admiral. The latter, however, according to
his letter in the Moniteur, was on board his ship before the
action became general. One of the private letters from the city
of Santo-Domingo states that, when the British squadron made
its appearance, the French sailors were calking the sides of their
ships : a circumstance which explains the half-finished and dirty
appearance of the three prizes, of the Jupiter and Brave e
cially, when they anchored in the harbour of Port-Royal
Jamaica.

On the other hand, the British had been, for weeks, antici-
pating this or a similar rencounter; and, so far from being defi-
cient 1n general officers, three of the ships displayed admirals’
flags at their mast-heads. With the exception of the noble
manner in which the Northumberland closed with the three-
decker, and the spirited conduct of the Spencer and Donegal,
the Bntish ships neither did, nor had the opportunity of doing,
tmymthingl to distinguish themselves. As to the French they
ceruanly

ISp1aywd L. oo sl *BOI wvned pdie—t - 2 G- Y amd
but there is no saying that this falling off may not have arisen,
in some degree, from the absence of Rear-admiral Leissegues
at the commencement, and his apparently shy conduct at the
close of the action. The Alexandre did all that a ship could
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do ; and the Brave, if not the Jupiter, went far to emulate the
former.

As soon as the two most disabled of his three prizes were
refitted, Sir Jobn proceeded with them to Jamaica; and Rear-
admiral Cochrane, as soon as he had got a jury mainmast rigged
on the Northumberland and other matters done to her, made
sail back to his station, accompanied by the Agamemnon, as the
least disabled ship, in case the Northumberland, owing to her
cri'Fpled state, should require any assistance,

'he Alexandre was formerly the Indivisible, launched at Brest
in the summer of 1799.* The two remaining prizes were from
10 to 12 years old. The Alexandre measured 2231 toms, the
Jupiter 1899, and the Brave (which ship, having foundered on
her way to England, was not measured) about the same. The
first was too much injured by shot, to be worth repairing for a
sea-going ship; but the second, under the name of Maida (a
Jupiter 50 being already in the service), became for a year or
two a cruising ship, and was fitted on her first and second decks,
with Gover’s 24-pounders, a medium gun of which we shall
hereafter say more.

To judge by the solicitude which the vice-admiral, when a
captain, expressed to be made a baronet, for his comparatively
amall services at the capture of Minorca,{ we can readily con-
ceive that Sir Jobn, upon the present occasion, expected at the
least to be created a peer. But Sir John received no addition
to his honours. In abouttwo months after the action, however,
Rear-admiral Cochrane was invested with the order of the Bath,
and Rear-admiral Louis was created a baronet. Captain
Cochrane, who, to the credit of Sir John Duckworth, had been
allowed to carry home the despatches, was made a post-captain.
We believe the first-lieutenant of each flag-ship was also pro-
moted to post-rank, and the second made a commander; and
that a commander’s rank was bestowed upon the first lieutenant
of each of the four remaining ships.

Considering the panic that usually prevails in the British
West-India islands, when a French fleet or squadron makes its
appearance in that quarter of the globe, the inhabitants of
Jamaica may well be excused for having received Sir John
and his prizes with ¢ rapturous acknowledgments.” Nor was it
strange that the patriotism of the mercantile interest (peculiarly
sensitive when large risks are at sea) should rom({)t the body
of London merchants, and the committee of underwriters at
Lloyd’s, to vote vases and swords and sums of money to those
who, by cutting short the career of a French squadron, had
probably saved from capture so much valuable property. But
who could imagine that the British parliament, a court, from its
very nature, so well calculated to take an unbiassed view of the

* See vol. ii., p. 270, 1 Ibid, p. 198.
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subject, would have voted its thanks to the officers and men
who, with seven sail of the line, had defeated five; thus vir-
tually declaring, with the noble mover, Lord Grenville, that
superiority of force does not, in the least, take from the bril-
liancy of a victory, or from the merit of those by whom it was
achieved. , :
- It would seem by this, as if Sir John’s own vivid description
of his exploit had captivated the minister’s understanding. The
admiral very adroitly begins by stating, that his information on
the subject led him to believe that the enemy’s force in the
West Indies consisted of “ ten sail of the line, with as many
frigates and corvettes.” Now, all the information obtained on
the subject came, it is admitted, from two Danish schooners;
one that saw the French ships steering for the road of Santo-
Domingo, and - another that had actually lain at anchor with
them. Is it possible, that the master of either of these vessels,
of the last especially, could have been so blind or so stupid, as
to mistake five ships of theline for 10, and two frigates and one
corvette for 10 sail of that class? In another part of his letter,
Sir John says : “ I cannot, though bound to pay every tribute
to the noble and gallant efforts of the Honourable Rear-admiral
Cochrane, &c. &c., be vain enough to suppose that, without the
aiding hand of Providence, such a result could have been
effected.”

The same sentiment, as that expressed by Lord Grenville in
the House of Peers, was delivered by Mr. Grey in the House
of Commons. The latter went even further than his coadjutor
in the upper house. The honourable mover adverted to the
¢ promptitude with which he (Sir John) left his station off
Cadiz, when he heard of the enemy’s fleet being atsea.” Ac-
cording to our view of the subject, it was no extraordinary
promptitude for a British admiral, with six sail of the line, to
go in quest of a French admiral with five; but if we are not
mistaken, Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, the commander-in-
chief, greatly blamed Sir John Duckworth for quitting his station,
and leaving the port of Cadiz unblockaded by a single ship.
Surprised as we are at the verbal inaccuracy of a lord of the
admiralty, in designating a squadron of five enemy’s sh(ilps a
“fleet,” we are still more so that Mr. Grey should laud the
“ gkill that Sir John displayed, in taking a position to intercept
. them at the time they owed their escape entirely to the su
riority of their sailing.”” Can this refer to the Christmas-day
chase? It certainly does. So that an act, for which, had he
not fallen in with My Leissegues, Sir John would probably have
been brought to a court-martial, is held up as a pattern to
imitate, and that by the firstlord of the admiralty.

If Englishmen in general, who, blessed with a free press, could
know at least how many ships had been engaged on each side
(for he must be ‘a” bold panegyrist, indeed, who would mistate

.
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that fact), felt that the victory of Sir Jobhn Duckworth off the
city of Santo-Domingo had been greatly overrated, what must
the French have thought, who had no other statement placed
before them than an official letter, positively declaring, that
the victory was obtained, and with great difficulty obtained,
by nine %ritish ships of the line and several frigates over
four French ships of the line, two frigates, and a corvette. No
sooner did Captain Raymond Cocault, commanding the Dili-
gente corvette, reach a safe anchorage in Port-Lows road, in
the river that leadsYto Lorient, than he gave the minister of
marine an account of the misfortunes of the squadron he had
belonged to ; misfortunes, indeed, considering the glory which
had been won on the occasion, they could scarcely be called.
After describing his first discovery of the British squadron off
the road of Santo-Domingo, M. Cocault states, or rather, after
what has appeared respecting the forgeries in the Moniteur, we
may say, is made to state, thus: ¢ At six o’clock I distinguished
in this squadron nine ships of the line and several frigates.” «“ A
six heures, je distinguai dans cette escadre neuf vaisseaux de

erre et plusieurs frégates.”* Now, it is customary to express
¢ ship of the line” by ¢ vaisseau” singly, but it is not uncom-
mon for a line-of-battle ship to be called, as distinguished from a
frigate or sloop, “a man of war; and that this is the sense in
which M. Cocault uses the term,  vaisseaux de guerre,” is evi-
dent from his following it up with ¢ plusieurs frégates.”

M. Cocault goes on to state what signals he made, and how
they were answered by his friends in the road, and adds: “ At
seven o'clock the four ships of the line and two frigates got
under sail, with a very light wind ; while the enemy’s nine ships
of the line and frigates were favoured by a shift of wind from
north to east.”” ¢ A sept heures, les quatre vaisseaux et les deux
frégates étaient sous voile, mais avec un vent trés-faible, tandis

ue les ‘neuf vaisseaux de guerre et les frégates de ’ennemi
étaient favorisés par la varieté de la brise qui du nord avait
passé a l'est.”

But the most amusing part of M. Cocault’s letter is his account
of the result of the engagement: “ Three of our ships,” sais he
“appeared to us to have grounded near the batteries;} three
(meaning those three) “were dismasted; the fourth was in the
possession of the enemy: two English ships were aground near
our own, and were as bare as sheer-hulks ; they had fired guns
of distress, and the frigates ap d to be occupied in saving
the crews. Two other English ships were in the offing, dis-
masted and in a very bad state, and the remainder of the
enemy’s squadron appeared to have suffered considerably.”
“Trois de nos vaisseaux nous avaient paru échoués prés des
fortifications do la place; trois €taient dématés; le quatriéme

* Moniteur, March 30, 1806. :
4 It does not appear that there were any near the spot.
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etait au pouvoir de 'ennemi: deux vaisseaux anglais étaient
échoués auprés de notres et rasés comme des pontons; ils
avaient tiré le canon de détresse, et les frégates paraissaient
occupées  sauver Jes équipages. Deux autres vaisseaux anglais
étaient au large dématés en trés-mauvais état, et le reste de
Vescadre ennemie paraissait avoir beaucoup souffert.” Yet,
according to the oﬂgcial letter of the French admiral (but which
was not suffered to appear in the Moniteur), M. Cocault had
fled entirely out of sight when the action closed. Thus: “ La
Félicité et la Diligente n’étaient point en vue alors (3 la fin de
Taction), et j’ignore quelle route elles ont faite.”* And, consi-
dering that the action lasted only two hours, Captain Cocault
aflgd his companion must have made sail at a very early stage
of it. .

No doubt M. Cocault felt highly indignant, when he disco-
vered the use that had been made of his name; but, had he
remonstrated, he probably would not have attained the rank and
honours which he now appears to enjoy. For instance, at the
date of his letter, M. Cocault was a “ capitaine de frégate” about
two thirds down the list, and simply a “ legionnaire de 1a légion
d’honneur.” On the 12th of Jll)xly, 1805,l he was appointed
¢ capitaine de vaisseav,” and, on January 1, 1822, the date of
the latest list in our possession, was within 11 of being an
admiral, with an increase of orders to, * chevalier de I’'ordre royal
et militaire de St.-Louis,”-and “ officier de l’ordre royal de la
légion d’honneur.”

After the frequent occasions we have had to correct the
mistatements of a contemporary, who boasted, and, we think,
with reason, of “the great opportunities he had enjoyed for
obtaining the most correct information,””+ but who bas since
shown, in a very marked manner, the little profit that m:ﬂ
be derived from the possession of such advantages, we sh
abstain from taking any lengthened or serious notice of his
account of the victory of%' Santo-Domingo roads. The squadron
which chased the Lark, that chased by Sir John Duckworth
and abandoned in so extraordinary a manner, and that after-
wards met and defeated by him, are all, as far as we can gather,
considered to be the same.} He says that, closely supported
by the Northumberland, Spencer, and ¢ Sir Edward Berry,” Sir
John “ boldly laid the Superb alongside the Impérial ;” and that
the main and “mizen” masts of the Northumberland were shot
awa; as she lay alongside the same ship. After approving of
Sir John’s discontinuance of the chase of M. Willaumez, the
writer may well laud the “brilliant victory” obtained over M.
Leissegues. Perhaps some panegyric of this kind was neces-
sary, in order that the engraved portrait, intended for the

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 269. '
+ Brenton, vol. iii., Preface. 1 Ibid,, pp. 520, 521, 529.
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frontispiece to the account, might not be considered undeservedly
placed there.

Having brought to its disastrous close the cruise of Rear-
admiral Leissegues, we must now return to M. Willaumez, whom
it will be recollected, justas anlunexpected turn of good fortune
had released him from the, in all probability, fatal consequences
of a meeting with an equal British force.* Left by Sir John
Duckworth to pursue his course, the French admiral reached,
without further molestation, the latitude of the Cape of Good
Hope. Here he captured an English merchant vessel, but not
¢ une corvette anglaise,”} for none was lost, and from the former
learnt, to his regret, into whose hands the Cape had recently
fallen. In this port he was to have refitted, preparatory to a
cruise off the bank of Anguillas, where he had hoped to have
intercepted the China fleet. Thus disappointed, M. Willaumez
contented himself with cruising between the continents of Africa
and South America, until the want of provisions, in the beginning
of April, sent him to the port of St.-Salvador. After a stay here
of lg days, the French squadron weighed and set sail for
Cayenne. There M. Willaumez separated his squadron into
three divisions, and cruised between the last-named port and the
ninth degree of south latitude. He, it agpears, contemplated the
destruction of the shipping in Carlisle bay, Barbadoes; but de-
clares he was prevented by currents, contrary winds, and bad
weather. Perﬁaps, had M. Willaumez made the attempt, he
would have found more formidable obstacles than these.

On the 9th of June the Vétéran arrived at Fort-Royal, Marti-
nique; having narrowly escaped an encounter with the 74-gun
ship Northum%erland, Captain John Spear, bearing the flag of
Rear-admiral Sir Alexam}::r Cochrane, who arrived a few hours
afterwards from Barbadoes, in consequence of information that
Prince Jérome’s ship bad been seen off the north end of that
island. On the 14th, early in the morning, the 74-gun ship
Elephant, Captain George Dundas, without a fore topmast,
joined the Northumberland in Fort-Royal bay; and, on the
same afternoon, the Canada 74, Captain John Harvey. On the
16th at 3 A. M. the Northumberland, in a heavy squall, carried
away herfore yard and fore topmast, and, towed by the Canada,
was obliged to bear away for Gros-islet bay, Sainte-Lucie, to
refit. On the same afternoon the Eole and Impétueux arrived
in Fort-Royal bay. On the 20th the Foudroyant and Valeu-
reuse succeeded in reaching the same anchorage, although
chased by Sir Alexander’s squadron; and on the 24th the like
good fortune attended the Cassard and Patriote. - During the
chase of the two latter ships, the Northumberland, a second

GIAIL) LUARERURA eevvmy Dol O

On the 1st of July Rear-admiral Willaumez quitted Mar-

« Seep. 21, + Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 300.
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tinique, and steered for the island of Montserrat, to windward of
which he found himself on the following day. The squadron
having here separated, two of the ships appeared before the

harbour, and demanded and took three English merchant vessels .

which were at anchor within it. Meanwhile information had
been sent to the islands of Nevis and St.-Christopher, time
enough for a part of the homeward-bound convoy, amounting to
66 sail, collected off Sandy Point at the latter island, to put to
sea, under the protection of the 28-gun frigate Carysfort, Captain
Kenneth M‘Kenzie, and Dolphin armed store-ship, Lieutenant
William Hodge ; who, with their charge, stood away to leeward,
unseen by the enemy. Nine sail, however, from Nevis, and from
Basse-Terre, St.-Christopher’s, which had missed the convoy,
were obliged to take refuge under the batteries of Brimstone-
hill, on the last-named island. These nine sail of merchantmen,
about sunset on the 3d, were attacked by the remaining four
French sail of the line, on their return from Nevis, where they
had captured three ships and a brig. Owing, however, to the
heavy cannonade opened by the fort on Brimstone-hill and lg
a battery near the beach, the French ships, one of them wi
some damage to her rigging, were compelled to retire without
effecting their object. All this occupies a very small space in
the French narrative of the proceedings of M. Willaumez’s squa-
dron. “Elle se dirigea vers Mont-Serrat, et rangonna (rather a
strong word for all that was done) cette colonie. L’amiral Wil-
laumez visita encore plusieurs rades ennemies, ol il fit des
prises.” ,

- On the 4th, early in the morning, the two ships that had been
at Montserrat joined the four which had been foiled at St.-
Christopher’s, and the squadron stood towards the island of
Tortola, in high glee at the prospect of capturing the greater
part of the immense fleet of deeply-laden English ships there
assembled, ready to proceed on their homeward-bound voyage.
1t so happened, however, that, at daybreak on the 6th, at a short
distance to the south-east of the west point of the island of St.-
Thomas, and at about nine miles to windward of the French
squadron, was cruising a British squadron, under Rear-admiral
Sir Alexander Cochrane, consisting of the three 74s named in
the preceding page, the 64-gun ship Agamemnon, Captain
Jonas Rose, and the frigates Ethalion, Seine, Galatea, and
Circe, together with some sloops and schooners.

Since -the 4th Sir Alexander had heard of the arrival of M:
Willaumez off Montserrat, and, with a laudable zeal, was pro-
ceeding to endeavour to rescue the convoy from his grasp.
Almost lm,medlatelz on_perceiving ‘tllg ‘:.B‘l:lvt‘llskn .s,%ger%lii 4:111!8
ran through the Channel between St.-Thomas and Passage
island, followed, until 2 p.m., by Sir Alexander; who then
steered for Drake’s bay, Tortola, and anchored there on the
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morning of the 8th, in company with about 280 sail of West-
Indiamen.

The French account of this meeting is as follows : “ On the 6th
of July, under the island of St.-Thomas, he (Willaumez) fell in
with the English squadron of Admiral Cochrane, composed of
four sail of the line and of several frigates and large corvettes,
forming a total of 12 or 13 three-masted vessels. This squadron
was to windward, Willaumez shortened sail to wait for it, and
cleared for action. The English admiral did not think proper to
engage, and kept his wind. The position of the two squadrons

revented the l?rench admiral from closing the enemy, who had
ortola and St.-Thomas to shelter himself in, and after having in
vain offered him battle, he (Willaumez) resumed his route.”

Deeming it, as he himself admits, no longer safe to remain in
the Antilles, and having taken on board his squadron at Mar-
tinique a sufficient quantity of provisions to last until October,
M. %Villaumez steered towards the latitude of the Great Bahama
bank. It is clear from this, that, notwithstanding the bounce in
the account just quoted, the instructions of M, Willaumez forbad
him to fight without very considerable odds in his favour; for,
no other squadron than that of Rear-admiral Cochrane was then
in the Antilles. The French admiral’s object in proceeding to
the Bahama bank, was to intercept the Jamaica homeward-
bound fleet, of whose day of departure, number, and escort, he
bad received the fullest information. Arrived on his station, the
French admiral looked anxiously for the convoy, Day after da
passed, without the appearance of a fleet, or even of a sail,
except now and then an American vessel, worth only the in-
telligence she brought. For M, Willaumez made no scruple to
seize and detain every neutral vessel he fell in with, in order
that his cruising ground might be kept a secret. ““ Ayant, lui,
la précaution d’arréter et de retenir tous les bfitimens neutres,
pour qu'on ne pfit savoir d’avis sur sa position.”* This is

¥ worthy the attention of those citizens of the United States of
America, who have been wont to charge the English fleets and
cruisers with being the sole offenders 1n thus harassing neutral
commerce.

We formerly mentioned that Napoléon, out of regard to the
naval profession, had made his younger brother Jéréme a
member of it.} Royalty concentrating in itself all possible
claims for promotion, the young prince was raised to the rank of
lieutenant Se vaisseau on the 14th of January, 1803, not quite a
twelvemonth after his initiation into the service. On the st of
November, 1804, Jérome was made a capitaine de frégate, and
appointed to the Pomone ;] in which frigate, accompanied by

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 302.
+ See vol. iii., p. 175, T Seep. 21
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some other vessels, he cruised a short time in the Mediterranean.
One would suppose that this ];;:motion was sufficiently rapid to
satisfy even a royal mind. fore, however, he had been a
capitaine de frégate seven months, Jérome wanted to make him-
self a capitaine de vaisseau. About this time his vagaries, and
his total disregard of the rules of the service, notwithstanding all
the allowances made to him as the brother of the emperor,
created so much disgust in the French navy, that complaints
were forwarded to Napoléon; who, in a letter of June 16, 1805,
says to his minister of marine: ¢ M. Jérome Buonaparte cannot
be a capitaine de vaisseau: it would be a fatal innovation to
suffer him to give himself rank. In this point of view, his con-
duct betrays an unexampled levity, and his justification has no
reason in it. Not only has Jéréme not the right to make an
enseigne a lieutenant, but I annul the appointment : this conduct
is altogether ridiculous. When he shall have fought and cap-
tured an English line-of-battle ship, he will not have the right of
giving rank, but simply of recommending those who may have
istinguished themselves.”*
It may easily be conceived what a plague this, in court lan-
e, illustrious personage was to an enterprising officer like

. Willaumez. Doubtless the admiral had received from the
emperor the most solemn charge to avoid every risk of placing
his headstrong brother in the hands of his enemies. If so, there
i8 less difficulty in accounting for the apparently shy conduct of
Rear-admiral Willaumez in retreating, as well from Sir John
Duckworth with an equal, as from Sir Alexander Cochrane with
an inferior force. In short, the cruise of M. Willaumez, like the
generality of those planned by the French emperor, had for its
object an attack upon the defenceless commerce, rather than
upon the armed ships and batteries, of his enemy.

After the squadron had cruised for some days longer upon the
Bahama bank, in the listless and unprofitable manner already
mentioned, the impatience of the admiral’s protégé could hold
out no longer; and accordingly, on the night of the 31st of
July, the Vétéran contrived to part company. With the aid of
his first lieutenant, and of the other able officers that were no
doubt placed around him, Captain Jérome bent his course
towards Europe. On the 10th of August, in latitude 46° 31
north, longitude 35° 15’ west, he was fortunate enough to fall in
with a homeward-bound Quebec fleet of 16 sail, under the pro-
tection of the 22-gun ship Champion, Captain Robert Howe
Bromley. After a gallant but unsuccessful attempt to draw the
French 74 in chase of herself, the Champion saw six of her
convoy captured and burnt. According to Jéréme’s account,
three others shared the same fate; but the “two frigates”

* For the original of this letter, see Appendix, No, 18,
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effected their escape. By which designation was meant the
Champion, and, we suppose, the Osborne transport, the pendant
shigo the convoy.

n the 26th, at daybreak, having reached the latitude of
Belleisle, on her way to Lorient, the Vétéran fell in with, and
was chased by, a British squadron composed of the 80-gun ship
Gibraltar, -Captain Willoughby Thomas Lake, and the 18-
K)under 36-gun frigates Penelope and Tribune, Captain William

obert Broughton and Thomas Baker. The prince had reason
to be alarmed ; but, by the local experience of the officers in-
trusted with the care of Jérome and with the management of the
ship, the Vétéran succeeded in reaching the little port of Con-
carneau, situated about three leagues to the north-north-east of
the Glénan isles; and into which, on account of its rocky ap-~
proach, narrow entrance, and small depth of water, no ship of
the line had ever before attempted to take shelter.

For his dereliction of duty in quitting his commanding officer
without leave, |Prinde Jérome dig not, as far as we can discover,
receive any rebuke from his brother. On the contraw apoléon
pleased perhaps at the partial destruction of the Quebec convoy,
received him in a very flattering manner ; and the editor of the
Moniteur was commanded to dress up Jérome’s ¢ cruise” in the
first style of court-panegyric. No inducement, however, could
prevail upon the young naval hero to trust himself again at sea
mn a fighting ship; and he very soon afterwards, we believe,
quitted the profession. M. Willaumez now demands our at-
tention.

Daylight on the 1st of August discovered to the French
admiral the absence of the Vétéran; and, fully sensible of the
dau%er to which the fugitive prince would be exposed, M.
Willaumesz cruised in every direction to find him. Meanwhile
the Jamaica fleet, consisting of 109 vessels, under convoy of a
64, two frigates, and a sloop or two, had sailed from the west
end of that island on the 28th of July, to go by the gulf, instead
of the windward, passage, and was then rounding Cape Antonio.
Having returned from his unsuccessful search, M. Willaumez
continued to cruise for the Jamaica fleet, until, at the expiration
of ;ome days, a neutral assured him that his hopes were at an
end.

This delay on the part of M. Willaumez, in all probability,
would have led to a rencounter between him and Sir John Borlase
Warren, had not the latter, on quitting Barbadoes, where he had
arrived on the 12th of July, kept too much to the eastward.
After having returned to Spithead from his first cruise off Madeira,
Sir John had sailed, on the 4th of June, with the Foudroyant
and four of his five 74s,* with an additional 74, the Fame,

See p. 185.
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Captain Richard Henry Alexander Bennett, in lieu of the Repulse,
of the same force. The vice-admiral took with him, on the same
occasion, but one frigate, the Amazon. So that Sir John had
under his command one 80, five 74s, and one frigate; and,
before Jérome parted, M. Willaumez had also one 80, five 74s,
and one frigate. By a singular coincidence, too, both 80-gun
ships bore the same name.
he French admiral now prepared to execute the remaining

objects of his cruise. These were, to proceed to the coast of
Newfoundland, there to capture the fishing-vessels and destroy
the fisheries ; then to take up a favourable station for intercepting
the English trade from Lagrador, Greenland, and Iceland, an
to be ready, by the middle of October, to enter a gort of France*
Scarcely had thg French ships turned their heads to the north-
ward, when M. Willaumez encountered a greater misfortune
than any he"had experienced since bis departure from home. On
the night of the 18th of August, in latitude 22° north, longitude
63° west, a gale or hurricane overtook the ‘squadron, scattering
the ships in every direction, and dismasting and damaging the
whole of them. i

When the gale subsided, the French admiral found himself
entirely alone. Having contrived a substitute for her lost rudder,
and erected jury-masts in lieu of those which had been carried
away, the Foudroyant steered straight for Havana. On the
15th of September, at daylight, when within three leagues of his
destined port, M. Willaumez fell in with the British 44-gun
frigate Anson, Captain Charles Lydiard, then about six miles
distant, running along-shore from the Matanzas, and standing
directly for the Foudroyant. At 7h. 30m. A.m. the latter
hoisted the French ensign and a rear-admiral’s flag, Havana at
. this time bearing from the Anson west-south-west distant be-
tween three and four leagues. At 8 h. 16 m., then nearly calm,
the French 80 shortened sail, and despatched a boat into the
harbour. At 10h. 15m. A. m., a light air springing up from the
south by east, each ship crowded all the sail she could set. At
noon Point Moro bore from the Anson west by south four or five
miles. At 1 p.m. the Foudroyant fired a giun to windward, and
at 1h. 10 m. the Anson shortened sail. In a minute or two
afterwards the Foudroyant did the same, and hove to, as if
awaiting the frigate’s approach. At 1h. 15m. p.m. the Fou-
droyant opened %:er fire, and received in return the fire of the
Anson ; both ships standing on the starboard tack, the Anson
to windward. e cannonade continued until about 1h. 45 m.
P. M. ; when, finding she was not able to cope with her antagonist,
the Anson tacked, ceased firing, and made sail, with the loss of
two seamen killed and seven seamen and one marine wounded,

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 302.
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besides having the starboard leech of her fore topsail and the
slings of the main yard shot away, and her standing and
running rigging and sails much cut. The Anson had also re-
ceived several shot in the hull. What damage or loss the
Foudroyant sustained has not been recorded: all we know is,
that in a very short time after the action had ceased, she was at
an anchor in Havana.

A French 80-gun ship, in weight of metal, number of men,
and size, is, be it remembered, a full match for a British 98 ;
and, although the Foudroyant was disabled in her masts, she
was not (for, if she had been, the French themselves would quickly
have made it known) in her guns. Hence a tolerable idea ma
be formed of what chance the Anson would have stood, had she
persevered in the contest. The French were so sensible of the
disparity between the combatants, and of the little honour which
haxr been gained by the larger vessel, that they not only de-
scribed the British frigate as a “cut down line-of-battle ship,
carrying two whole batteries,” but stated her to have been in
company with other British men of war; and this, although it
was well known at Havana that the Anson was cruising alones
“ Dans les environs de ce port,” says the French account, “le
Foudroyant fut attaqué par une division anglaise, a la tét¢ de
laquelle se trouvait le vaisseau rasé I’Anson.”* Now, the
Anson’s captain, with more propriety, might have stated, that
he was “ attacked by a Franco-Spanish division, at the head of
which was the Foudroyant ;” for the Spanish 74 San-Lorenzo
and several gun-boats, just as the Anson had ceased firing,
were seen coming out of Havana to assist the French ship.
Resolved, for this gasconade, to pay the French in their own
coin, Captain Brenton declares, that the Anson,  after a severe
action, drove him (M. Willaumez) for protection under the guns
of the Moro castle.”+ .

Of the two British squadrons despatched in different direc-
tions in pursuit of the supposed single squadron which had put
to sea from Brest, that under Sir John Warren has already had
its proceedings in part detailed. The squadron of Sir Richard
Strachen had returned to Plymouth equally unsuccessful. From
certain information that M. Willaumez, after quitting St.-
Salvador in April, had steered to the north-west, Sir Richard
was again ordered in pursuit. It had by this time been found
that a 98-gun ship was no acquisition to a flying squadron. The
St.-George was therefore to be left at home; as was also the
Centaur, on account of Sir Samuel Hood’s appointment to the
command off Rochefort. In lieu of those two ships, three others
were added, which made Sir Richard’s squadron as follows :

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 303,
+ Brenton, vol. iv., p. 59.
VOL. 1V. P
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Rear-adm. (b.) Sir Richard John Strachan, Bt.
80 Camar v § Carpain Charles Richardsor.

Belleisle ......... . » William H
Terrible eeaceeeeenss »  Lord Henry Paulet.
. Bellong ceeeseceencen » John Erskine Douglas:
749 AudBcious «.oowese..  »  Thomss Le Marchant Gosselyn.
Montagu eeceeeceenee » Robert Waller Otway.
Triumph ..c.ccenneee » Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy, Bt.
On—MtM Jam Stephen Poyntz.
elampus «.ceceeveee » .
% { Décadermnmmmnnn - »  John Stuast.

On the 19th of May this squadron sailed from Plymouth, and
en the 8th of August, after havin cruised some time off Madeirs
and the Canary islands, Sir Ric anchored in Carksle bay,
Barbadoes. On the 13th that persevering officer again set sail
in search of M. Willaumez; of whose cruising ground he had
received so good information, that the pight of the 18th of
Angust fell upon both squadrons nearly in the same latitude,
and within a degree of the same longitude, the Brtish ex-
periencing the g-aﬁ:n latitude 21° 25 north, longitude 62° west,
the French, as has already been stated, in latitude 22°-north,
longitude 63° west. The accidental circumstance of a day’s
earlier departure from Barbadoes might have enabled Sir Richard
to have crossed the path of M. Willaumez, as the latter was re-
turning to his cruising ground from the eastward, where he had
been seeking Prince Jérome, who had so unceremoniously
quitted his protection.

On the 14th of September, at daybreak, Cape Henry in the
United States of America bearing west-north-west distant 12
leagues, the British -74-gun ships Belleisle and Bellona, and
frigate Melampus, being on the appointed rendezvous, in search
of the Casar and the other ships of their squadron, which had
been separated by the gale, discovered to leeward of them, and
mmmediately chased, a strange sail under jury-masts, steering
straight for the Chesapeake. This was the French.74-gun ship
Impétueux, next to the Foudroyant, the most disablegn hﬁ of
M. Willaumez’s squadron. In the erippled state of his ship,
M. Le Veyer had no alternative but to bear up towards the
land. Accordingly, at 8 h. 156 m. . »., the Impétueux hoisted
French colours, and ran herself on shore. Soon afterwards the
Melampus shortened sail, and, having have to on the larboard
tack, fired a broadside at the French ship, who thereupon hauled
down her ensign and pendant. At 10 A.m. the Bntish ships
anchored about a mile from the shore, in five fathoms’ water,
and with their boats took possession of the Impétueux. At noom
two suspicious sail in the offing induced Captain Hargood to get
under way with the Belleisle and Bellona, leaving the Melampus
to remove the French prisoners and set fire te the prize. By




1806, CRUISE OF M. WILLAUMEZ. 21t

8 r.w. that service was accomplished, and the frigate weighed
and stood after her consorts.

The ca'Pture and destruetion of the Impétueux was certainly
breach of neutrality ; and the French consul at Norfolk so con-
sidered it, by refusing to acknowledge her late crew as prisoners
of war. However, the affair happily passed off in the United
States with very little notice.

About a fortnight previously to the destruction of the Im-
Ppétueux, the Patriote and Eole, each on a different day, arrived
m the Chesapeake in a very disabled state, particularly the
former. These ships afterwards proceeded to Annapolis ; where,
in a little while, they were blockaded by some British ships of
war from Halifax. Eventually, as will be seen, the Patriote
reached France; but the Eole, we believe, was taken to pieces
in America. The same fate attended the Valeureuse frigate,
who, partially dismasted, had put into the Delaware, and had
subsequently removed, for greater security, as high up the river
as Philadelphia. The Foudroyant, after undergoing a refit at
Havana, set sail on her return to France, and arrived in the
road of Brest. The Cassard, the only remaining ship of the
French squadron, as soon as the gale had abated, bent her
course towards Europe, and reached in- safety the port of
Rochefort.

A third British squadron had been despatched from the
Channel, for the purpose of intercepting M. Willaumez on his
return to France. This squadron was placed under the com-
mand of Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Lows, Bart., in the 80-gun .
ship Canopus, with orders to cruise about 50 leagues to the
westward of Belle-Isle. The news of the dispersion of the
French squadron, and of the disasters that had subsequently
attended it, reached the rear-admiral in the early part of his
cruise, and Sir Thomas and his squadron forthwith removed to
the station off Cadiz. We must now pay a short visit to the

rt of Brest; the fleet cruising off which, since the 22d of

ebruary, when Admiral Cornwallis struck his flag, had been
under the chief command of the Earl of St.-Vincent.

Not only had the best of the ships and the bylk of the sea-
men been taken from the Brest fleet to form the two expeditions
that had sailed from the road in December, 1805, and of whose
zespective fates we have already given so full an account, but a
serious deficit had been caused in the stock of stores and pro-
visions at the port. Hence the seven or eight line-of-battle ships,
that still remained afloat, were not in a condition to go to sea ;
nor, during the whole of this year, did one of them make even a
show of sailing out. However, on.the 5th of October, during
the temporary absence of the British squadron stationed off the
port, the French 74-gun ship Régulus, after nearly a twelve- .
month’s successful cruise, the principal events of which we shall
hereafter relate, got safe in. 0

P
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Heavy as had been the loss to the French navy at the battle
of Trafalgar, it was by no means in so desperate a state as some
of the English periodical writers would have the public believe.
Steel, in his monthly Navy-list for March in the present year,
enumerates the number of line-of-battle ships then belonging to
France at 19: while, with an air of triumph, he states the
British line-force, including 50s, at 243 sail. This appears
in a small table, entitled “ Naval Force of Europe;” and in
which France, as a naval power, ranks below Sweden, Denmark,
and even Turkey. So far from the statement being correct as
relates to France and England, the one possessed, in a state
for sea-service and building, more than 53 sail of the line,
thus :

afloat ... 10  building ... 8
y e O y e 2
”» . 6 - 2
”» 0 ”» 10
[T |
w e 5
5y ses 3 . 2
» 0 » 2
With Willaumez cececeeecee s eee 6 - 21
5 L’Hermitte secececcscecssceccseece 1 oat 32
32 Total ........ 53

Several of the ships here marked down as building were ready
to be launched, and some were actually afloat. Among the
ships of the line which Napoléon at the commencement of the
war had ordered to be built, were two at Nantes, one at Bor-
deaux, one at Marseilles, one at Ostende, and one at Saint-Malo.
These have been excluded from the statement, because it is
doubtful whether or not they were proceeded upon. In the
course of two or three years, every one of the above 21 building
ships was actually in commission ; and it is believed that, before
the close of the year 1806, several other line-of-battle ships,
including two or tiree three-deckers of the class of the Impéral,
were laid down in the different ports of the French empire.

Out of the above 53 ships, not one mounted, or was intended
to mount, fewer than 74 guns; whereas England, if her 64-gun
ships be excluded, possessed, in a state for service and building,
but 102 sail of the line.* Nor, with the addition of the 64s,
would the number exceed 123. The absurdity of including sta-
tionary harbour-ships, hulks, and 50-gun ships, when the total
on the opposite side contains no vessels of that description, has
already been exposed.+ Even admitting that, in the year 1806,
Russia or Spain had about the same number of Line-of-battle

+ See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 14,
+ Seevol. i., p. 57.




1806. ESCAPE OF FRENCH FRIGATES. 213

ships as France, will any one say that, 'in point of maritime
enterprise, Ehtysical strength, and means of annoyance, the latter
did not rank far above them? Hence, so far from the British
navy, in March, 1806, being to the French navy, in ships of the
line, as 12 to one, the difference in reality, was but as two to
one ; and, so far from France being, at the time referred to, the
seventh naval power in Europe, she was, as she long had been,
the second. :

The command of the British naval forces, on the extensive
station of the Mediterranean, was still in the able hands in
which we last year left it.* Early in the month of February
Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, while cruising off Cadiz, re-
ceived information that five of the four frigates which, with
other ships of the late discomfited Franco-Spanish fleet, had
sought refuge in the port after the battle of Trafalgar, were ready
for sea, and intended to sail the first opportunity. By way of
inducing the French frigates to do so, in the hope to intercept
them soon after they quitted port, Lord Collingwood with his
squadron, retired to a station about 10 leagues distant from the
harbour ; where he lay out of sight, leaving the 38-gun frigate
Hydra, Captain George Mundy, and 18-gun brig-sloop Moselle,
Captain John Surman Carden, close off the port, with orders to
keep a watchful eye upon any vessels sailing from it.

On the 23d of February a strongBeasterly wind began to blow,
and by the 26th had driven the British squadron as far to the
westward as Cape Sta.-Maria. Informed of this by the signal
posts along the coast, M. La Marre-la-Meillerie, on the same
evening, put to sea with the Hortense, Hermione, Rhin, and
Thémis, and brig-corvette Furet, the frigates with six months’
provisions and a number of troops on board. At9h. 15m. p. M.
the Hydra and Moselle, then about three miles west of Cadiz
lighthouse, standing in-shore, discovered and chased the French
squadron, which, with a wind so strong and favourable, had
already got outside of them. The British frigate and brig
immediately bore up after the four French frigates and brig,
Captain Mundy intending to steer a parallel course, to watc
their manceuvres. At %l P.M., observing that the French
squadron continued a steady course, Captain Mundy detached
the Moselle in search of the commander-in-chief, and, with the
Hydra alone, gallantly continued the pursuit. ‘

On the 27th,at 2h. 30 m. A.mM., in consequence of the French
commodore having altered his course a point to the westward,
the British captain found that he had considerably neared the
squadron, particularly the brig, which was at some distance
astern of the frigates. The object now was, to cut off this brig;
and at length, after a two hours’ further chase, the Hydra over-
took her. The Furet, mounting 18 long 8-pounders, with a

» See P 107,
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complement of 130 men, commanded by Lieutenant de vaisseau
Pierre-Antoine-Toussaint Demai, and victualled for a five

months’ cruise, fired a broadside “ pour ’honneur de pavillon,”
" and hauled down her colours. Apparently unmoved by this
circumstance, M. La Marre-la-Meillerie permitted the British
frigate to carry off her prize, and with his four French frigates,
-continued his route to the westward.

In the course of the summer the whole of the five French two-
deckers, that had escaped from the battle of Trafalgar, appear to
have got themselves repaired and in readiness to put to sea,
under Vice-admiral Rosily. The Spaniards also succeeded in
getting ready one three-decker and five or six two-deckers;
making a total of 11 or 12 sail of the line in Cadiz alone. In
Carthagena lay ready for sea eight Spanish sail of the line,
including two three-deckers. In Toulon there were three French
‘two-deckers, and two or three frigates also ready ; besides one or
two sail of the line in ports of Venice, fitting. Whether it was
that a want of concert existed among the allies, that Napoléon
was too much occupied with his army to draw out a plan of
operations, or that the scenes of the 21st of October, 1805, had
made too deep an impression to be so soon obliterated, the year
1806, in respect to the movements of the enemy’s fleets within
the limits ofPe Lord Collingwood’s command, was one of compa-
rative repose.

Although the waters of the Mediterranean had been cleared
of the fleets of the French emperor, his armies were still tyran-
nizing over the inhabitants of her shores, and the corrupt court
of Naples was compelled again, asin the former war, to claim
the protection of the British navy. Restricted as we are in our
subject, a general view of the state of French power and
influence in the Mediterranean states is all that will be required
from us.

As the great battle of Marengo in the former war led to the
peace of Luneville, so the still greater battle of Austerlitz in the
present led to the peace of Presburg. But the terms granted
to Austria, were much less favourable in the latter, than in the
former case. There the acquisition of the Venetian states was
considered to be no inadequate compensation for the loss of the
Low Countries; bat, by the treaty of Presburg, Austria re-
nounced her share of those states, and consented that they should
be annexed to the kingdom of Italy; taking, as her only posses-
sion on the shores of the Mediterranean, the comparatively
insignificant port of Triest, at the head of the Adriatic. About
the same time (December 26, 1806) that the treaty of Presba
was concluded with Austria, a treaty between Buonaparte an
Prussia was signed at Vienna.

Peace with these twp powers, and the withdrawal of the
Russian army from Austria, left Napoléon to wreak his venge-
ance upon Ferdinand of Naples; who, in the direct violation of
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the treaty of neutrality which he had concluded with the French
-emperor, on the 8th of October, 1805, had suffered an Anglo~
Rassian squadron to land a body of troops in the bay of N. .
This took place so shortly after the ratification of the treaty of
Portici as on the 20th of November. The Russian troops were
about 14,000 in number, and commanded by General Lasey.
These were quartered in Naples and its environs. The British
tooops, amounting to about 10,000 men, were commanded by
‘General Sir James Craig, and were cantoned at Castel-a-mare,
Torre-del-Greco, and the vicinity. Nor was this all. The kin,
of Naples began levying an army, and providing horses
waggons for its conveyance, and magazines of stores and ammu-
aition for its use.

With his accustomed promptitude in carrying his measures
anto execution, Napoléon, on the 28th of December, the very
day after the treaty of Presburg had been signed, issued from
*his head-quarters at Vienna a proclamation, declaring that the
Neapolitan dynasty had ceased to reign. The denouncement of
this threat was the signal for the two allies of Naples to consult
their own safety.. The Russian troops re-embarked and retired
to Corfu; and the English troops, being far too few for so ex-
tensive a line of defence as it would have been necessary to
gaintain, re-embarked also, and posted themselves at Messina in

icily.

Hg'aring of the advance of a French army, the King of
Naples quitted his capital on the 23d of January : and, embark~
ing on board the British 74-gun ship Excellent, Captain Frank
Sotheron, took refuge, a second time, at Palermo.* The queen
and a part of the court accompanied or quickly followed the
king in his retreat; but the Duke of Calabria, the king’s eldest
son and the heir apparent to the throne, remained as regent of
the kingdom funtil the 7th of Februa.'rry, when he also quitted
Naples and retired to his dukedom. The French army, in the
mean time, with Joseph Buoaaparte for its nominal head, but
really under the command of General Massena, assisted by Ge-
neral Reignier and other officers of reputation, had reached the
frontiers, and on the 9th took t at Ferentino. From this
place Joseph Buonaparte issued a proclamation, vowing venge-
ance upon the court of Naples, but promising protection to
the people. Shortly afterwards the French army advanced in
three divisions. The night division, under General Reignier,
marched to Gaeta, a strong port situated upon a rocky promon-
tory, three sides of which are washed by the sea, and the fourth
connected with the continent by a narrow and well-fortified
isthmus. The governor of this fortress, the Prince of Hesse-
Philipsthadt, was summoned to surrender on favourable terms,
but refused. An immediate attack by the French gave them,

* See vol. ii., p. 190,
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with some loss, the possession of a redoubt ; but, for the pre-
sent, they gained no other advantage. The centre division,
under General Massena, marched straight to Naples; and on the
12th and 15th of February Joseph Buonaparte entered succes-
sively, by capitulation with the garrisons, Capua and Naples. In
short, before the end of March, the French had placed garrisons
in Scylla and -Tarento, and were in possession of the whole
kingdom of Naples, except Gaeta, and Civitella del Tranto in
the further Abruzzo.

On the 21st of April, while matters were in this state, Rear-
admiral Sir William Sidney Smith, having been detached by
Lord Collingwood for the purpose, arrived in the Pompée 74
at Palermo, to take the command of the squadron assembled
there for the defence of Sicily. That squadron then- con-
sisted, besides the Pompée and Excellent, of the two 64-gun
ships Athénien, Captain John Giffard, and Intrepid, Captain the
Honourable Philip Wodehouse, a Neapolitan frigate, one or two
British frigates, and a few Neapolitan gun and mortar boats.
The British army still occupied Messina, but, owing to the re-
retirement of Sir James Craig from ill-health, was now under
the command of Sir John Stuart.

The first step taken by Sir Sidney was to throw supplies into
Gaeta, which he accomplished, under a heavy fire from the be-
siegers, landing, with a considerable quantity of ammunition, four
of the Excellent’s lowerdeck guns. Shortly afterwards, consi-
dering that the best means of co-operating with the Prince of
Hesse in defending the fort, which he had hitherto with so
much gallantry maintained, would be to draw off a part of the
attacking force for the defence of Naples, Sir Sidney proceeded
thither with the Pompée, Excellent, Athénien, and Intrepid;
leaving in command off Gaeta Captain Henry Richardson, with
the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Juno, Neapolitan frigate Minerva,
Captain Vieugna, and 12 Neapolitan gun-boats.

he French having erected a battery of four guns on the point
of La Madona della Catterra, the Prince of %Iesse ordered 60
men from the garrison to be embarked in four fishing-boats ; and
on the night of the 12th Captain Richardson, with the armed
boats of the two frigates, landed the troops undiscovered in a
small bay in the rear of the enemy’s works. The French aban-
doned the fort as the boats reached the shore; and the guns
were spiked, the carriages destroyed, and the troops re-embarked,
without any loss. On the 15th the garrison of Gaeta made
another tolerably successful sortie, supported in the attack and
retreat by two divisions of gun-boats, one of them under the
command of Captain Richardson, and by the armed boats of
the Juno under the direction of Lieutenant Thomas Wells, as-
sisted by Lieutenant of marines Robert M. Mant. The only loss
on the part of the allies was sustained by the Juno’s ts,
and consisted of four seamen killed and five wounded. j
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Upon Sir Sidney’s arrival in the bay of Naples with his
-squadron, now, by the junction of the 74-gun ship Eagle, Cap-
tain Charles Rowley, augmented to five sail of the line, he found
the city illuminated in honour of Joseph Buonaparte ; who, since
the 30th of March, had caused himself to be proclaimed, and
was now being crowned, King of the Two Sicilies. Although
the fire of his squadron would soon have interrupted the cere-
mony, Sir Sidney humanely and politically refrained from hosti-
lities against the inhabitants, and directed his attention to a
more legitimate object, the dislodgment of the French garrison
from the island of Capri.

To the French commandant, Captain Chervet,a sammons was
sent on the 11th ; and, upon the refusal of the latter to capitu-
late, the Eagle was detached to take up a position for the pur-
gme of .covering the troops intended to be landed. Captain

owley placed his ship in the most judicious manner; and the
Eagle did not open her fire until near enough to feel the effects
of the enemy’s musketry upon her quarterdeck, where a seaman
-was killed and her first lieutenant, Mr. James Crawley, wounded.
After a fire from both decks of the Eagle, and from two Neapo-
litan mortar-boats, continued from 9 till 10 A. m., the French
were driven from the vineyards within their walls. Immediate
advantage of this was taken by the disembarkation of the
storming party, consisting of seamen and marines, the latter
under the command of Captain Richard Bunce, assisted by
Captain John Stannus and Lieutenant George P. Carroll, and
the former of Lieutenants John Arthur Morell, of the Eagle, and
Edward Reding of the Pompée. Thus led, the British seamen
and marines gallantly mounted the steps that led to the heights;
and Captain Stannus, pressing forward, killed the French com-
mandant. On this event being known, the garrison beat a parley,
and were allowed to capitulate upon honourable terms. This
success was fortunately obtained with no greater additional loss
to the British, than one marine killed and four seamen and six
marines wounded ; total, with the Eagle’s loss on first anchor-
ing, two killed and 10 wounded. :

aving placed an English garrison in Capri, Sir Sidney
steered along the coast to the southward, obstructing by land,
and cutting off by sea, the enemy’s communications, in order to
retard his operations against Gaeta. The rear-admiral then re-
turned to Palermo, and, falling into the views of Ferdinand,
joined the latter in persuading General Stuart to invade Calabria.
luctantly consenting, Sir John, on the 1st of July, landed
about 4800 effective men, all infantry, without opposition, in a
bay in the gulf of St.-Eufemia. On the afternoon of the 3d
intelligence was brought to him, that General Reignier, with an
immediate force of 4000 infantry and 300 cavalry, and an hourly
expected force of 3000 more troops, was encamped on the sloping
side of a woody hill below the village of Maida, which was
distant about 10 miles from the position of the British, Hoping
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o be able to attack the French general before his reinforcement
arrived, Sir John Stuart, on the morning of the 4th, commenced
his march. But General Reignier had been joined the evening
before, by the expected division, and now had under him at the
least 7000 men. Desirous of bringing his cavalry into action,
and, perhaps, underrating the military prowess of his enemy,
‘General Reignier descended into the plain in front of his posi-
tion. Here was fought the famous battle of Maida, in which
the British bayonet, almost before a thrust had beea made byit,
won the day ; and that with so trifling a loss to the British as
one officer, three sergeants, and 41 rank and file killed, and
eleven officers, eight sergeants, two drummers, and 261 rank
and file wounded: whereas the loss of the French, in killed,
wounded, and prisoners, was estimated at nearly 4000 men.

The consequence of this victory was the possession by the
<onquerors of all the forts along the coasts, and of all the
dépots of arms and ammunition prepared for the attack of
Sicily. By the end of July the whole of the British army was
withdrawn from Calabria, except the garrison of Scylla, anda
detachment of the 78th regiment under Lieutenant-colonel
M‘Leod, which had been detached in the 32-gun frigate Amphion,
Captain William Hoste, to the coast near Catanzaro, in order to
encourage and assist the insurgents in that quarter. By these
two officers an attack was made, on the 30th of July, upon the
important port of Cotrone; and, owing greatly to the judicious
manner in which Captain Hoste placed the Amphion and some
Neapolitan gun-boats that were under his command, was attri-
buted the surrender of that fortress, with all its stores and
inagazines, and upwards of 600 French troops.

Shortly after this the French evacuated both Calabrias; but
aeither the victory of Maida, nor the subsequent successes of
the British, could save the fortress of Gaeta. The gallant
Prince of Hesse, having received a severe splinter wousd,
zetired to Palermo for his recovery, leaving the command of the
post to the lieutenant-governor, Colonel Hotx. Against that
officer the French, having brought their artillery to act, eventa-
‘ally succeeded; and on the 12th of July the fortress of Gaeta
swrrendered by capitulation. The reaction that followed this suc-
cess restored to the French, before the end of the year, ne::z
every important post in the two Calabrias, except Scylla ; whicl
'was still in the possession of the British, and, united with their
occupation of Messina, on the opposite site of the Faro, gave
them the entire command of the strait.

Among the places which Austria ceded to France by the
treaty of Presburg was the province and noble harbour of Cat-
{aro in Dalmatia, situated about 24 miles to the southward of
Ragusa. By the terms of the treaty, the French were to take
possession in six weeks after the ratification. The time expiring
without the arrival of any officer from France, an agent of the
court of Russia succeeded in persuading the inhabitants, who




1806. THE WOLF CHASES FRENCH PRIVATEERS, 219

were chiefly Greeks, that, as France had neglected to take pos-
session of the province within the time limited, Austria was
released from the obligation of meintaining it. This reasoning,
although it convinced the inhabitants, produced no effect upon
the Austrian officer, who had 1500 men under his command.
Just, however, as the Austrian commissary amived, who was to
deliver up the province to the French, a band of Montenegrins
from the mountains entered the town, and a Russian ship of the
line from Corfu anchored in the harbour. Intimidated by this,
or, as is thought, bribed by the Russian agent, General Ghisi-
keri consented to evacuate the place, which was immediately
occupied by the natives, and by them transferred to the Russians,

Disappomted in gaining possession of Cattaro, the French
seized upon Ragusa, under the pretence of securing it against
the incursion of the Montenegrins, who had not even threatened
to violate its territory ; but the occupation of the place by the
French produeed the very evil which they had pretended to
avert. Xt length, after several skirmishes, the barbarians were
driven to the mountains, and the French, who had been greatly
reinforced, remained, at the close of the year, in quiet possession
of Ragusa; as did the Russians of Cattaro and the adjacent
town of Castel-Nuovo.

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 2d of January, early in the morning, while the British
b4-gun ship Malabar, Captain Robert Hall, and 18-gun ship-
sloop Wolf, Captain George Charles Mackenszie, were cruising
off the south coast of the island of Cuba, two large schooner
privateers were descried by the Wolf running into Azeraderos,a
small harbour the entrance to which was protected by a double
reef of rocks. On arriving off the port, Captain Hall sent the
master of the Malabar, Mr. Thomas Fotheringham, to sound for
anchorage ; and, in a little while, the latter found a passage
over the reef through which the Wolf might be conducted.

The Wolf, accordingly, under the able pilotage of Mr. Fo-
theringham, and assisted by the boats of the Malabar, stood into
the harbour in six fathoms, and came to an anchor within a
quarter of a mile of the two privateers, who had moored them-
selves in an advantageous position and confidently awaited the
attack. The Wolf then opened her fire, and comtinued it for
oune hour and three quarters; when, perceiving that the pri-
vateersmen were abandoning their vessels, Captain Mackenzie

tched the boats to take possession.

is was quickly done; and the vessels were found to be, the
Régulatear, ing one long 18-pounder on a traversing car-
wiage, and four lon unders, all brass, with a complement of
80 men, and the %Japoléon, mounting one long 9-pounder, twe
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long 4-pounders, and two 12-pounder carronades, with a com-
plement of 66 men. Of the crews four only were taken pri-
soners, all wounded, one of them mortally: the remainder had
fled to the woods. The two schooners were towed without the
reefs, when, from the number of shot-holes in her, the Régu-
lateur sank, with two wounded Frenchmen and one of the
Malabar’s marines on board. The previous loss on the British
side amounted to two seamen killed and four wounded.

On the 6th of January, in the evening, the British 12-pounder
36-gun frigate Franchise, Captain Charles Dashwood, having
anchored abreast the town of Campeachy, in a quarter less than
four fathoms, so shallow was the water upon that coast, at the
distance of five leagues off shore, despatched her launch, barge,
and pinnace, containing 64 officers and men, under the command
of Lieutenant John Fleming, first of the ship, assisted by Lieu-
tenant Peter John Douglas, third of the ship, Lieutenant Mends
of the marines, and Messieurs Cuthbert Daly, John Lamb,
Charles William Chalmers, and William Hamilton, midshipmen,
with orders to scour the bay, and bring off such of the enemy’s
vessels as they might fall in with. The second lieutenant,
Thomas John Peschell, was as anxious as any to be one of the
party ; but, requiring his presence on board, Captain Dashwood
could not indulge him.

Owing to the distance they had to row, the darkness of the
night, and the uncertainty of their position, the boats did not
arrive at the spot in which the vessels lay until 4 A. m. on the
7th. Unfortunately for the British, this was long after the
moon hadrisen. Consequently their approach had been dis-
covered, and ample time given to the Spaniards for preparation,
even to the tricin%-up of the boarding-nettings and the pro-
Jecting of sweeps from the sides of the vessels, to obstruct the
boats in their approach. : )

Although the alarm had thus spread from one end of the bay
to the other, and had even extended itself to the castle on shore,
nothing could damp the ardour of the British. They pushed
rapidly on, and presently saw approaching them two panish
brigs of war, an armed schooner, and seven gun-boats; all of
which had slippéd their cables, and now opened a heavy fire
upon the three boats ; such a fire as would soon have annihilated
them, had not Lieutenant Fleming, with as much judgment as
intrepidity, dashed forward,and with the launch, laid the nearest
brig on board. Being quickly supported by Lieutenant Douglas
in the barge,and Mr. Lamb in the pinnace, Lieutenant Fleming,
after an obstinate conflict of 10 minutes duration, carried the
Spanish brig-corvette Raposa, mounting 12 carriage-guns
(pierced for 16), with swivels and cohorns, and having on board
75 men, out of a complement of 90, her captain, Don Joaquin

de la Cheva, with some other officers and a boat’s crew, being
-absent on shore, '
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This exploit was achieved with a loss to the British of only
seven men slightly wounded ; whereas the Raposa had one
officer and four men killed, and her acting commander and 25
men wounded, many of them mortally ; several of the crew had
also leaped overboard and were drowned. The remaining brig,
represented to have mounted 20 guns, with a crew of 180 men,
the schooner eight guns, and the seven gun-boats, two each,
now opened a fire of cannon and musketry upon the Raposa ;
but the latter and the boats so smartly returned the fire, that the
flotilla soon retired to their former position, and left Lieutenant
Fleming in quiet possession of his prize.

It is always a pleasant part of our task, after recording a well-
executed enterprise of the desperate character of that which we
have just narrated, to be able to state, that the officer who, as is
notinvariably the case, was both the appointed and the real leader
of the party, has received that promotion, which is so justly his
due. The preparatory step to this is the official testimony of
the captain of the ship whose boats were detached on the service..
Let us see what Captain Dashwood, in his letter to Vice-admiral
Dacres, says upon the subject of this action: “ To an officer of
your discriminating judgment, I trust I shall stand excused if I
take the liberty of recommending Lieutenant Fleming to your
notice for his meritorious conduct on this occasion. He appears
to me to be an officer of distinguished merit and bravery ; and-
I understood he was highly respected by his late captain, the

ood, the amiable, and my gallant predecessor, the Honourable
%ohn Murray.” Can any thing be stronger? And yet Lieute-
nant Fleming was not promoted, but Lieutenant Douglas was.
The latter, at the date of the enterprise, was third lieutenant of
the ship; the former first: the one was a lieutenant of about
two years’ standing, the other of nearly six. What was the
consequence? Why that Lieutenant Fleming was not made a
commander until November, 1814, just three years to a month
after Lieutenant Douglas had been made a post-captain. That
Lieutenant Douglas was a brave officer, and a most deserving:
young man, no one can deny; but Lieutenant Fleming possessed
the prior right of promotion, from his seniority of rank, from his
responsibility as the commanding officer of the enterprise, and
from his acknowledged skill and gallantry in bringing that-
enterprise to a successful issue.

On the 8th of March, in the evening, the British 44-gun frigate
Egyptienne, Captain the Honourable Charles Paget, anchored-
o(% the port of Muros in Spain, and detached her boats, under-
the command of Captain Philip Cosby Handfield (still acting as
first lieutenant of the frigate, on account of not having received
an official account of his promotion), assisted by Lieutenant
Richard Israel Alleyn, and Lieutenant of marines Edward Han-
cock Garthwaite, to endeavour to cut out from the harbour a
large frigate-built French privateer known to be lying there,
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In this enterprise, the British fully succeeded, although the
vessel, which was the Alcide, of Bordeanx, pierced for 34 guns,
and carrying, when at sea, a complement of 240- men, was
moored close to the beach, under the protection of two batteries,
that kept up an incessant fire until the ship was towed clear of
their range. The British had the additional good fortune to
execute the service without a casualty. We wish Captain Paget
had entered a little more into the details,and acquainted us how
many, and what nature of, guns the Alcide mounted, and how
many men were on board of her, when thus, with sach entire
impunity, boarded, carried, and brought out of an enemy’s
harbour.

On the 13th of March, at 3 A. M., in latitude 26° 16’ north,
longitude 29° 25' west, as a British squadron, consisting of the
98-gun ship London, Captain Sir Harry Neale, 80-gun ship Fou-
droyant, Captain John Chambers White, bearing the flag of
Vice-admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, and 38-gum frigate
Amazon, Captain William Parker, was steering to the south-
east, with tﬁe wind at west-south-west, two sail at a.short
distance in the north-east were discovered by the London, then
astern and to windward of her companions. The London imme-
diately wore in chase, and made signals to the admiral with false
fires and blue lights. In a short time Sir Harz got near
enough to open his fire upon the strangers, then on the larboard
tack, under all sail, and who were no other than our old friends,
the Marengo and Belle-Poule, returning to France from their
long eastern cruise; and from whom, it will be recollected, we
parted in the preceding August, at the close of a third rather
inglorious encounter with an enemy.*

We must be permitted to digress a little, to bring M. Linois
to the point at which we now find, him. . After quitting the
Blenheim and convoy, the French admiral repaired to Simon’s
bay, where he arrived on the 13th of September, and found the
Bato Dutch 64, but quite in a dismantled state, and without &
crew. While waiting at this anchorage repairing his damages,
he was joined by the Atalante; but which frigate soon after-
wards perished on the coast. Quitting their anchorage on the
10th of November, the Marengo and Belle-Poule proceeded off
Cape Negro; thence towards Cape Lopez; and, although he
reconnoitred all the bays and anchorages along the African
coast, M. Linois captured but one ship and one brig of trifling
value. The two ships then steered E)r Prince’s island, where
they took in water, and afterwards cruised to leeward of Saint-
Helena. Here on the 29th of January, 1806, M. Linois fell in
with an American, who informed him of the capture of the Cape
by the lish. Learning, also, that the Indian seas were
filling with British men of war, in search of himself and compa-

* Seep. 152,
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nion, the French admiral decided to returm home, and on the

17th of February crossed the equinoctial line for the twelfth-

time sinee his departure from Brest in March, 1803. In less:

then four weeks more he reached the spot which, as we will now
to show, proved the bane of his hopes.

At5h. 30 m. . m. the London got alongside of the Marengo ;
and the two ships commenced the action, yard-arm and yard-
arm. At 6 A. M. the Marengo, unable longer to withstand the
London’s heavy and well-directed fire, hauled off, and made sail
ahead. At 6h. 15m. A.m. the Belle-Poule opened her fire
upon the lee bow of the London, and received a fire in return,
until out of gun-shot ahead. At 7 a.m. the Amazon came up ;
and, passing the London, overtook, and at 8 h, 30 m. A. M. beﬁm
engaging, the Belle-Poule. All this while the London had
been keeping up a running fight with the Marengo, and she-
continued it until 10h. 26 m. A.M.; when, seeing the Fou--
droyant coming fast up, the Marengo struck her colours to the
London ; as, about the same time, did the Belle-Poule to the
Amazon,

The London, out of her 740 men and boys, sustained a loss
of one midehipman (William Rooke) and nine seamen and
marines killed, and one lieutenant (William Faddy, dangerously),
one midshipman (J. W. Watson), and 20 seamen and marines
wounded. Her sails, rigging, and masts were also a good deal’
damaged by shot. The loss on board the Amazon amounted to
her first lieutenant (Richard Seymour), one lieutenant of marines
(Edward Prior), one seaman, and one marine killed, and five
seamen wounded.

The gun-force of the Marengo and Belle-Poule was precisely
that of their respective classes, as particularized at Nos. 4 and 5
of the small table at p. 54 of the first volume. The former, when
she commenced the action, had a crew, as certified by the captain
and his two senior lieutenants, of 740 men and boys; of whom
the Marengo had two officers and 61 men killed, and eight
officers and 74 men wounded, including among the latter the
admiral and his son, severely, and Captain Vrignaud, with the
loss of his right arm ; total 63 killed, and 82 wounded. The
Belle-Poule, out of a crew of 330, similarly certified, lost six
men killed and 24 wounded. It may seem singular that these
two ships should be so well manned at the end of a three years”
cruise, especially when the Marengo, if not the frigate, had sent
away two or three prizes. But it is believed that they each had
on board a proportion of the crew of the Atalante, the loss of
Wb(};:d ship near the Cape of Good Hope has already been
noticed,

Between a British 12-pounder 98, and a French 74-gun ship,
the relative broadside weight of metal is not so unequal as might
be supposed to exist between a three and a two decked ship, the
one, in Jong guns only, being 9568, the other 907 lbs. ; but the
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carronades of the London increased the preponderance in her:
favour. In point of complement, the two shiﬂs were equal ; but
in tonnage, the French ship had slightly the advantage, the
Marengo measuring 1926, the London 1894 tons. The two
frigates, if we overlook a superiority of 40 or 50 men in the
French one, were well matched ; and Captain Parker and his
ofticers no doubt regretted that the Amazon had not met the
Belle-Poule single-handed.

The determined resistance of the French ships was creditable
to them ; and that on the part of the Marengo tended much to
remove any ill impression, which Commodore Dance’s, the
Centurion’s, or the Blenheim’s affair might have cast upon Rear-
admiral Linois. “The only ship of the latter’s late Indian
squadron, left cruising at the date of his capture, was the Sémil-
lante; and we shall soon have occasion to recur to the pro-
ceedings of that fortunate frigate.

On the 21st of March the British hired armed brig Colpoys,
of 16 guns (14 carronades, 12-pounders, and two long fours).
and 21 men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant Thomas
Usher, chased into the port of Avillas, under the protection of a
battery of six long 24-pounders, three Spanish luggers. Having
a fine commanding breeze, the Colpoys stood in after them ;
when, just as she got within range of the battery, and before her
carronades could be worked with effect, the wind died away.

" Lieutenant Ussher immediately manned two boats, and,
steppipg into one himself, dashed through a heavy fire of grape
from the battery and of musketry from a party of soldiers that
had been sent on board the vessels to defend them. His boat,
containing, besides himself, only six men, soon outpulled the
other boat. Without waiting for the latter, Lieutenant Ussher
gallantly boarded and carried the three luggers, the captains and
crews, all but 13 men, leaping over on one side, as the fieuteuant
and his little party entered on the other.

The second boat then came up, and assisted in getting off the
prizes ; one, named Santa Buena-Ventura, of two guns, laden
with flax and steel ; the second, named San-Antonio, of the same
force and lading ; and the third, the San-Real in ballast. The
latter was given up to the enemy, with 11 of the prisoners.
Notwithstanding the heavy fire of the battery, this truly gallant
exploit was effected with the loss of only two men wounded, one
of them severely.

On the 19th of April, as the Colpoys, commanded by the
same enterprising officer, was standing along-shore between the
Glénans and Isle Groix, in company with the gun-brig Attack,
Lieutenant Thomas Swaine, two chasse-marées were perceived
at anchor at the entrance of the river Douillan ; but which, on
the approach of the two brigs, got under way and stood up the
river.

Finding it necessary to silence a two-gun battery before the
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boats could get to the chasse-marées, Lieutenant Ussher, with 12
men from each brig, landed, and, after a short skirmish, got
possession of, and spiked, the two guns, which were long I2-
pounders. Lieutenant Ussher afterwards brought the vessels
down the river, and destro?'ed the signal-post of Douillan; ac-
complishing the whole of this daring and important service
without the slightest loss, or any greater damage to the two bri
than that done to their standing and running rigging, while
engaged with the battery previously to its destruction by the two
boats’ crews. For his gallantry upon this and several previous
occasions, Lieutenant Ussher, on the 18th of the following
October, was promoted to the rank of commander.

On the 24th of March, at 1 p. M., Cape Roxo, in the island of
Porto-Rico, bearing north by west distant 16 leagues, the British
18-gun brig-sloop %{eindeer (sixteen 32-pounder carronades and
two long sixes), Captain John Fyffe, standing on the starboard
tack, with the wind at south-south-east, discovered two men-of-
war brigs speaking each other in the south-east quarter. The
Reindeer immediately stood towards them, and at 1 h. 40 m.
P.M. showed her colours, and made the strangers out to be
enemy’s cruisers. They were the French brig-corvettes Phaéton,
Lieutenant Louis-Henri Freycinet-Saulce, and Voltigeur,
Lieutenant Jacques Saint-Cricq, of 16 long 6-pounders, and
115 men each.

At 2 », M. the Voltigeur, hoisting her colours, passed to lee-
ward of, and fired her broadside at, the Reindeer; while the
Phaéton, having also hoisted her colours, together with a com-
modore’s pendant, kept her wind. For the latter the Reindeer
immediately tacked ; and,in crossing her on the opposite board,

ured in a heavy fire, which was promptly returned by the

haéton. The British brig continued tacking, and alternately
exchanging broadsides with the two French brigs until dark ;
when, ?laving the leech of her, foresail and the clew of her fore
topsail shot away, and the jib-canvass and most of the running
rigging much cut, and the weather becoming thick and squally,
the Reindeer was unable to go about for nearly a quarter of an
hour. Meanwhile, having doubtless felt the effects of the latter’s
32-pound shot, and being, as it afterwards appeared, on their
way to the squadron of M. Leissegues supposed to be still in
Santo-Domingo roads, the Phaéton and Voltigeur had made
sail. So that at 7 p. M., when the Reindeer tacked in pursuit,
the two French brigs were no longer visible.

With the exception of a few shot-holes in her hull, the
Reindeer’s damages were confined to her rigging and sails, and
she escaped without any loss on the part of her crew. What
damage or loss was sustained by her two opponents could not of
course be ascertained; but it was afterwards understood, that
the Phaéton had suffered from it, as well in men, as in masts,
rigging, and hull,

YOL. IV, Q
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On the 26th, in the forenoon, the British 18-pounder 36-gun
frigate Pique, Captain Charles Bayne Hodgson- Ross, crossing
over from St.-Domingo to Curagoa, fell in with and chased the
two French brig-corvettes named in the last action ; and which
were then upon the starboard tack, with a fresh trade or south-
east wind, standing in for the land. At 1 p.m., having got
within long range, the Pique commenced firing at, and at
2 P. M. by her superior sailing closed with, the two brigs. When
the firing had continued about 20 minutes, the sternmost brig,
the Phaeton, having bad her peak and gaff halliards shot away,
and being otherwise crippled, fell on board the starboard beam
of the frigate ; who, to promote so desirable an object, had
taken advantage of a favourable flaw of wind and put her helm
down.

In an instant Lieutenents William Ward and Philip Henry
Baker, Mr. John Thompson, the master, and Lieutenant William
Henry Craig, of the marines, with about 25 petty officers, sea-
men, and marines, sprang on board the Pﬁz'éton ; and the
Pique, clearing herself, stood for the Voltigeur, whose com-
mander, M. Saint-Cricq, although he had, as it appears, agreed
to co-operate with the commodore m an attempt to board the
frigate, when escape should be found impracticable, and hed
since been directed to close for the purpose of putting the ma-
nceuvre into execution, was crowding sail to get away.

No sooner had the boarding party stepped upon the decks of
the Phaéton, than a great proportion of her crew, headed by the
officers, rushed from under the fore-and-aft mainsail, where the
had lain concealed, and, using the boom and the fallen sail boti
as a rest for their pieces and a shelter for their persons, opened,
with comparative impunity, a most destructive fire upon the
British ; destructive, indeed, for it killed Mr. Thompson, the
master, and eight seamen, and wounded Lieutenants Ward,
Baker, and Craig, and 11 seamen and marines.

The Pique, the instant she was aware of what had happened,
backed her sails, and sent a boat with a fresh supply of men.
These, indignant at the sight of their slaughtered comrades, ina
very few minutes compelled the French crew, although greatly
superior in numbers, to call for quarter. As, when the Phaéton
fell on board the Pique, the brig’s colours, with part of the main-
sail, hung over the tafrail in the water, and her crew could
‘neither be seen, nor (a very unusual thing on board a French
ship) heard, it was considered that she would surrender quietly.
A resistance, therefore, so sudden and fierce, did certainly bear
the appearance of treachery.

Having again filled, the Pique crowded after the Voltigeur;
who, profiting by all this delay, had advanced considerably
ahead, with the intention of running on shore. Before, how-
ever, she could effect that ebject, the French brig was over-
taken, and, without further opposition, captured. ‘



1808. BOATS OF THE PIQUE AT OCOE BAY. P

During the cannonade the frigate had only one seaman
wounded, and that by a grape-shot ; making her total loss nine
killed and 14 wounded. The death of Mr. Thompson was a
great loss to the service. He had been a most active and enter-
prising officer, and had left in Jamaica a young and amiable
wife to whom he had very recently been united. Lieutenants
Ward and Baker were both wounded severely by musketry, the
d-r;l having a ball through his thigh, the other through his
night arm. '

The loss on board the Phaéton, although admitted to be very
severe, could not be exactly ascertained. Among her wounded
was Lieutenant Freycinet, with the loss of his right arm. The
loss on board the Voltigeur, who, from her position on the
Pique’s weather bow, received very little of her fire, was wholly
immaterial,. Indeed the frigate, being very light, lay over so
much with the strong breeze, that her fire upon either-brig was
<comparatively ineffective. The Phagton and Voltigeur were
mew vessels, of about 320 tons each, and were afterwards com-
anissioned as British cruisers, under the names of Mignonne and
Musette.

Nine days previous to the capture of these two French brigs,
Lieutenant Ward, with the gig of the Pique, and Mr. John
Eveleigh, midshipman, with the yawl, gallantly boarded, and
after a very smart resistance, but fortunately without any loss,
succeeded In capturing, off Ocoe bay, St.-Domingo, the Spanish
armed schooner Santa-Clara, of ene long 9-pounder and 28
men, completely equipped for war. - ‘

On the st of November Captain Ross sent the barge and twe
other boats of the Pique, under the direction of Lieutenant
Christopher Bell, assisted by lieutenant of marines Edward
Bailie, to intercept a schooner coming round Cape Roxo, Porto
Rico. Owing, however, to a heavy squall from the shore,
attended with rain, the boats lost sight of her in the night.
Determined not to return to the ship emptyhanded, these two
enterprising officers pushed in for Carbaret bay, where lay a fine
Spanish copper-bottomed brig pierced for 12 guns. This vessel
they not only brought safe out, but they destroyed a three-gun
battery on shore, spiking the cannon and breaking the car-
riages; and all without the loss of a man.

n the next day, the 2d, Lieutenant Philip Henry Baker, in
the Pique’s launch, chased, and, after some smart skirmishing
but no loss, drove on shore upon the reef of Cape Roxo, a
French felucca-rigged privateer, of two carriage-guns, four
swivels, and. 26 men, where she was completely wrecked. On
his return to the ship, Lieutenant Baker chased and captured
another very fast-sailing French privateer, of one gun and
20 men,

On. the 3d of April a Spanish squadron, consisting of two
ghips of the line, a frigate, and a2brig, having under their pro-

Q
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tection a few coasters, sailed out of Carthagena ; and, while the
three former chased to the southward the British 12-pounder
36-gun frigate Renommée, Captain Sir Thomas Livingstone, and
18-gun ship-sloop Nautilus, Captain Edward Palmer, who had
been stationed to watch the port, the brig, accompanied by the
convoy, and favoured by a fresh north-easterly wind, steered
along-shore to the westward.

Finding, as evening came on, that the Renommée had left the
Spanish ships at a great distance astern, Sir Thomas despatched
the Nautilus to Lord Collingwood off Cadiz with the intelligence
of their escape, and after dark made sail for Cape de Gata, in
the hope of cutting off the Spanish brig. On the 4th, at 2 . m.,
the brig was discovered at anchor under Fort Callartes, and not
more than 500 yards from it. Baffling winds delayed the Re-
nommée in her approach for three quarters of an hour; but, on
getting up, the frigate’s fire soon silenced the brig, and cut
asunder Sxe warp by which she was hauling herself on shore.
Thus foiled in her purpose, at 3 h. 30 m. A. M., the Spanish brig
of war Vigilante, mounting 12 long ¢ 12"’ (or rather, we think,
8) pounders on the main deck, and six “24” (or more probabl
18) pounder carronades on the quarterdeck, total 18 guns, wit
a crew of 109 men, commanded by Lieutenant Don Joseph
Julian, struck her colours and was brought safe off. Two Spa-
nish gun-boats had co-operated with the brig for a short time,
until silenced and driven, as was believed, upon the beach, and
the batteries had fired at the frigate during the whole time that
she continued within range of their guns ; but still the Renommée
sustained little or no damage, and had only two men wounded.
The loss on board the Vigilante was one killed and three
wounded ; and the brig’s mainmast was so damaged that it fell
soon after her surrender. The prize was a similar class of vessel
to the Port-Mahon and Vincejo, and, under the name of Spider,
continued for many years to be a useful brig-cruiser in the
British navy.

On the 3d of May, late in the evening, Captain Livingstone,

. cruising to the north-east of Cape Palos, despatched the boats
of the ienommée and Nautilus, under the command of Lieute-
nant Sir William Parker, assisted by Lieutenants Charles Adams
and Alexander Nesbett, Lieutenant of marines Henry Meerton,
Mr. Timothy Murray, boatswain of the Renommée, and Mr.
Dawson, carpenter of the Nautilus, and several midshipmen, to
cut out from the Yort of Vieja, the catholic king’s schooner
Giganta, of two long 24-pounders in the bow, three lon,
4-pounder carriage-guns and four 2-pounder swivels, and 25
men, commanded by Captain Don Juan de Moire.

On the 4th, at 1 A.M., the service was executed in a very
gallant manner, although the schooner baving suspected the
attack, had her boarding-nettings triced up, was chain-moored
within pistol-shot of the batteries, and defended by more than
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100 musketeers stationed on the beach. Notwithstanding the

formidable opposition they experienced, the British brought out

their prize, a remarkably fine vessel, with no other loss than one

midshipman (Charles Forbes) and three men badly, and three

slightly wounded. Nor did the loss on the part ofythe Giganta
. amount to more than nine wounded, including one mortally.

On the night of the 2lst of October the four cutters of the
Renommée, under the direction of Lieutenant Sir William
Parker, entered the port of Colon in the island of Majorca, and,
in the face of a fire from the vessels in the harbour and from the
tower of Falconara, gallantly boarded and carried a Spanish
tartan, mounting four guns, and two settees, one of them mount-
ing three guns, and both deeply laden with grain. The two
settees were with great difficulty brought out of the port; but
the tartan, having got on shore, was set fire to and destroyed.
This bold enterprise was effected with the loss of only one
British seaman wounded.

On the next night three of the frigate’s cutters, under the
command of the same officer, brought off, from under the guns
of the Falconara, one Spanish settee, mounting two guns. On
this occasion the British were much annoyed by musketry from
behind the bushes, which wounded one seaman. To put a stop
to this, Sir William landed with a few marines and seamen, and
having killed one Spaniard and driven off the remainder, re-
Jjoined the ship without any further loss.

On the 5th of April, as the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate
Pallas, Captain Lord Cochrane, was lying at an anchor close
to the Cordovan shoal, his lordship received such information as
determined him to attempt cutting out two French brig-corvettes
lying in the river Giromfe leading to Bordeaux. Accordingly,
on the same evening, a little after dark, the boats of the frigate,
under the command of Lieutenant John Hansell, assisted by
Mr. James Sutherland the master, and by midshipmen Edward
Perkyns, John Charles Crawford, and William A. Thompson,
proceeded on the service. The vessels lay 20 miles above the
shoals and within two heavy batteries. The British, neverthe-
less, at 3 o.M. on the 6th, boarded, carried, and cut out, in
spite of every resistance, the French brig-corvette Tapageuse, of
14 long 8-pounders and 95 men; which vessel, having the
guard, was perfectly prepared. The strength of the flood-tide
prevented the boats or the prize-brig from ascending the river
after the remaining brig ; and therefore at daybreak the Tapa-
geuse made sail. The alarm was immediately given, and the
other brig followed and attacked the Tapageuse, but afier an
hour’s firing, was compelled to sheer off. ~ All this was effected
with the loss of only three seamen wounded, and some trifling
damage to the rigging of the prize.

On the same morning, while the Pallas lay at an anchor
awaiting the return of her boats, two armed ships and a brig,
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meking many signals, were observed coming down towards the
former. The British frigate wes soon under way, and notwith-
standing her reduced complement, chased and drove en shere
thetwo French 20-gun ship-corvettes Garonne and Gloire, and the
16-gun brig-corvette Malicieuse. The masts of all three vessels
shortly afterwards went by the board, and their hulls were
involved in a sheet of spray.

On the 25th the Pallas was detached by Vice-admiral Thorn-
~ borough, cruising with a small squadron off the Tour des
Baleines, to reconnoitre the French squadron at anchor in the
road of the Isle of Aix. The Pallas accordingly stood in, and
counted five sail of the line (one a three-decker), five frigates,
one ship-corvette, and three brig-corvettes. Shortly afterwards
the French 40-gun frigate Minerve, Captain Joseph Collet,
accompanied by the three brig-corvettes, Lynx, Sylphe, and
Palinure, got under way by signal from the admiral, and with
the wind from the north-east stood out to drive away the Pallas;
but the latter continued her station, and, as the F¥ench frigate
and brigs approached, fired at them several broadsides.
Mmerve and her three consorts, discovering about this time the
12-pounder 32-gun frigate Iris, Captain George Argles, 16-gun
ship-sloop Hazard, Captain Charles Dilkes,and a cutter, cruising
off Chasseron, stretched in under cover of the batteries at the
Isle ot Aix. Observing this, as well as that the French captam
had no intention to stand out beyond the reach of the forts, Lord.
Cochrane made sail towards the offing.

There being, as this indefatigable officer hirself states, “no-
thing better in view,” and finding that the French trade was
kept m port, in a great measure, by the knowledge of the exact
situation of the British cruisers constantly announced by the
signal-posts upon the coast, Lord Cochrane resolved to attempt
the destruction of some of them. Accordingly, detachments of
the crew of the Pallas demolished, in succession, the two pests
at Pointe de la Roche, the'post at Caliola, and the two in Anse
de Répos, on the coast of La Vandée; bringing away all the
flags, and burning the houses built by the government. = One of
the two posts in_Anse de Répos-was taken by Licutenant
Haswell and Mr. Hillier, the gunner, at the head of their di-
vision of men, from upwards of 100 French militia.

Lord Cochrane subsequéntly landed, and attacked a battery
of three long 36-pounders, with a garrison of 50 men, situated
on Pointe d’Eguillon, in the Pértuis Breton. In this attack he
was greatly assisted by the flanking fire of the Frisk cutter,
Lieutenant John Norton, and Contest gun-brig, Lieutenant John
Gregory. The British then laid the fort in ruins, spiked the
guns, burnt the carriages, blew up the barrack and magazine,
and threw all the shells into the sea. The signal-post of Eguit-
lon, together with the house, shared the fate of the gun-
carriages ; but a French convoy that had lain under the pro-
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tection of the battery, succeeded in getting into a river beyond
the reach of the enterprising chief and his men. In all these
exploits, Lieutenant David Mapleton, and Mr. Sutherland, the
master, and Mr. Robert Hillier, the gunner, are mentioned as
having greatly distinguished themselves.

On the 12th of May the Pallas, accompanied by the 44-gun
frigate Indefatigable, gaptain John Tremayne Rodd, and 16-gun
ship-sloop Fingfisher, Captain George Francis Seymour, again
stood in to reconnoitre the French squadron in the road of the
Isle of Aix. The French admiral immediately ordered out two
frigates, one of which was known to be the Minerve, attended by
the three brigs. At 2p.mM. the two British frigates and sloo
passed the lighthouse battery on the Isle of Aix, which fire
several shot at them. Shortly afterwards a few distant broad-
sides were exchanged between one of the French frigates and the
Kingfisher. At 3 .M., being close under the batteries, the
Pallas, Indefatigable, and Kingfisher tacked and stood out.

On the 14th, early in the morning, the Pallas worked in alone
against a fresh breeze from the south by west; and at 10 h.
30 m. a, M., having arrived nearly within gun-shot of the battery
on the Isle of Aix, shortened sail to her topsails to reconnoitre
the French squadronin the road. In alittle while the Minerve,
accompanied by the three brig-corvettes already named, was seen
upon the beam of the Pallas running down with studding-sails
and royals set, to capture or drive off the intruder. Knowing
how to profit by the heedless manner in which the French ca
tain was making his approach, Lord Cochrane kept the mam
topsail of the Pallas shivering, and got all ready to assist M.
Collet in taking in his flying kites.

. Atabout 11 h. 15m, A. u., the Minerveand her three consorts

having arrived within point-blank shot, the Pallas opened her
fire, and very soon shortened the fri%ate’s sail for her, and
brought down the maintopsail yard of one of the brigs. The
Pallas now filled her main topsail, hauled on board her tacks,
and endeavoured to get to windward of her principal opponent ;
who, assisted by the batteries, opened a smart fire upon the
British frigate. A

The mutual cannonade continued, with such interruptions only
as were occasioned by the frequent tacking of the Pallas to
avoid the shoals, until 1 p. M. ; when, having succeeded in gaining
the wind of the Minerve, and in getting between her and the
batteries, the Pallas poured into her, at tolerably close <}uarters,
one or two heavy broadsides. The Minerve slackened her fire.
Seeing this, the Pallas ceased hers, and, with the view of prevent-
ing her oppouent’s retreat, ran her on board. The French
frigate’s side thrust back into their ports the British frigate’s
guns ; but that did not prevent the latter from discharging their
contents, with destructive effect,into the hull of the former. The
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decks of the Minerve appeared to be deserted by all except
Captain Collet and a few of his officers, and three pistol-shot
was the only return she made. Such, however, was the quantity
of headway in the ships, and such the unequal collision between
two bodies so disproportionate in size, that the Pallas had her
fore topmast, jib-boom, fore and main topsail yards, spritsail
yard, bumpkin, cat-head, chain-plates, fore rigging, foresail
and even the bower anchor, by which Lord Cochrane had hoped
to hook on, torn away. Yet even this accident, by which the
two frigates so unexpectedly separated, would probably not have
saved the Minerve, if M. Allemand, seeing that the latter’s fore
yard was gone, and that her rigging was entirely disabled, had
not sent two other frigates to her assistance. Upon this the
Pallas, being nearly a wreck, bore up towards the offing with
what little sail she could set, until, meeting the Kingfisher, the
latter took her in tow.

The loss on board the Pallas, whose complement was 214 men
and boys, amounted, notwithstanding the closeness of the action,
to only one marine killed and one mi(ihipman (William Andrews,
very badly) and four seamen wounded ; while the loss sustained
by the Minerve, whose crew amounted to 330 men and boys,
was, by the acknowledgment of her officers, seven men killed
and 14 wounded. With respect to the damages of the French
frigate, all that appears in the French official account is, that
her fore yard was cut in two, and a few other injuries done to
her. Another account states, that the stopper of her anchor
was broken in the concussion of the two ships, and that it was
. in consequence of its falling to the bottom and bringing the frigate
up, that the latter was prevented from pursuing the Pallas. As
iron cables were not then in use, we are to conclude from this,
that there was no axe on board the French frigate to cut away
a hempen one.

The Pallas, a frigate of 667 tons, built of fir in the year 1804,
was'armed on the main deck with the 26 long 12-pounders of her
class, and upon her quarterdeck and forecastle with 12 carron-
ades, 24-pounders, total 38 guns. The Minerve, a fine new
frigate of 1101 tons, when afterwards captured by the British,
was found to mount, besides her 28 long 18-pounders on the
main deck, four long 8-pounders and 12 iron 36-pounder car-
ronades on the quarterdeck and forecastle, total 44 guns.

The relative force of these two frigates, unequal as it here
appears, does not effer quite so great a disparity as distinguished
the case of the Speedy and Gamo ;* but taking into the account
the difference in the quality of those with whom the British had
to contend, and the hazardous position in which they fought the
action, it does not fall far short of it. Lord Cochrane seems to

* See vol. iii., p. 145.
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have viewed his opponent through a diminishing medium: they
were never, in appearance, too ample for his grasp, or too pow-
erful to be subdued by his skill and intrepidity.

We have had occasion, more than once, to complain of the
(for such it is) criminality of naval writers, in gargling official
accounts, with the view of enhancing the exploits of their coun-
trymen. Itis a contemptible practice, and deserves exposure,
as well for the cause of truth generally, as in justice to the part
whose statements have been misrepresented. M. Allemand, in
his’letter to the French minister of marine, and without which
we should probably never have known who, as Lord Cochrane
calls her, “ our late opponent the black frigate” was, states,
that he ordered the Minerve and the avisos, or brigs,
attached to the advanced squadron, to weigh and attack the
enemy’s frigate; and that he subsequently sent two other
frigates to chase away the latter. “ Alors je fis appareiller la
Minerve, Capitaine Collet, avec les avisos de I'avant-garde.” “Je
fis signal a deux frégates d’appareiller pour la poursuivre :”
whereas, according to the account in a voluminous French work
of acknowledged respectability, the Minerve alone was ordered
out by M. Allemand, and alone, as we are left toinfer, compelled
the British frigate to seek her safety in flight.  Cet officier-
général donna ordre a la frégate la Minerve, de mettre sous voiles
pour aller repousser la frégate ennemie.”*

On the 17th of April, at 2 p. M., the British 18-pounder 36-
gun frigate Sirius, Captain William Prowse, while cruising six or
seven leagues to the eastward of Civita-Vecchia, gained intelli-
gence that a flotilla of French armed vessels was to have sailed
thence that morning, bound to Naples. The Sirius immediately
crowded sail in that direction, and at 4 h, 15 m. p. M. discovered
the object of her pursuit, near the shore. The flotilla consisted
of the ship-corvette Bergére, of 18 long 12-pounders and one
brass 36-pounder carronade, with 189 men, Commodore Charles-
Jacques-César Chaunay-Duclos,brig-corvettes Abeille, of 18 long
8-pounders and two brass 36-pounder carronades, with 160 men,
Legére and Janus, of 12 long 8-pounders each, bombard Vic-
toire, of 12 long 18-pounders and two heavy mortars, cutter
Gauloise, and gun-ketches Jalouse, Gentille, and Provengale,
each of four long 4-pounders and one brass 36-pounder car-
ronade ; making altogether 97 guns.

Soon after sunset the Sirius closed with the flotilla, which,
formed in compact order within two leagues of the mouth of the
Tiber, and near a dangerous shoal, was lying to, with that con-
dence which its strength naturally inspired, to await the attack.
At 7 ». m., being within pistol-shot, the Sirius opened both her
broadsides, and continued closely engaged during two hours, at
the end of which the Bergére hailed that she surrendered.

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 290.
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The determined resistance of this corvette, the dangers of the
shore, and the crippled condition of the Birius, owing to the
facility with which the smoothness of the water had enabled the
French to use their guns, prevented the frigate from pursuing
the remainder of the ﬂotirla; although several of the vessels
appeared much disabled, and had been compelled, before the
li ere struck, to cease firing and make off.

The loss sustained by the Sirius amounted to one master’s
mate (William Adair), five seamen, and three marines killed,
and one acting master (James Brett), one master’s mate (John
Robinson), one midshipman (Meyricke Lloyd), 12 seamen, and
five marines wounded, nine of them dangerously. The loss
on the part of the Bergere, which must bave been severe, has
been accidentally omitted in the official account,

Although the execution done to the Sirius shows the advan-
tages under which these heavily-armed smatl-craft act in smooth
water, yet, had it been daylight, the probability is, that more
than one would have become prize to the British frigate. The
gallantry of Captain Prowse in the affair derives additional
merit, from the handsome manner in which he notices the good
behaviour of M. Chaunay-Duclos, the commodore of the flotilla.

On the 21st of April, at daybreak, latitude 30° 45’ south, and
longitude 30° 5 east, as the British 74-gun ship Tremendous,
Captain John Osborn, and 50- gun ship Hindostan, Captain
Alexander Fraser, with a light wind at east-north-east, were
escorting a homeward-bound fleet of Indiamen, numbenng 11
sail, the French 40-gun frigate Canonniére (late British frigate
Minerve*), Captain César-Joseph Bourayne, was discovered to
leeward steering south-south-west. Ordering the Hindostan by
signal to lead the fleet, the Tremendous made sail in chase of
the frigate ; who, having hauled her wind on the starboard tack,
bore from the former at noon west by south, and the convoy
south-east. Favoured by the lightness of the breeze, the Canon-
niere outsailed the 74, and would have weathered her, had not
M. Bourayne, by the appearance of land ahead and to windward,
been obliged to bear up. This, with an increase of the breeze at
about 2 p.m., enabled the Tremendous to gain so upon the
frigate, that at 3 h. 30 m. p. M. the latter, hoisting her colours,
opened a fire from her stern-chasers, and received a return fire
from the bow-guns of the 74.

At 4 p.m., finding herself closely pressed, the Canonniére
gradually hauled up on the larboard tack ; as did also the Tre-
mendous, keeping upon her opponent’s larboard quarter, and
firing her guns as they could be brought to bear. . By occasion-
ally luffing up, the frigate got her whole broadside to bear, and
thereby considerably damaged the rigging end sails of the 74-
The latter, notwithstanding, rather fore-reached upon'the Canon~

* See vol. iii., . 190
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nitre, and was meditating to cross her bows and end the contest
by a raking fire, when, at about 4 h. 456 m. ». m., a well-directed
broadside from the frigate shot away the jib-stay and foretopsail
ties and slings of the 74, and brought her foretopsail yard down
upon the cap.

In consequence of this accident the Tremendous dropped
astern fast, and, having no immediate alternative, bore up and
poured a raking fire into her opponent’s stern and quarter, but
at too great a distance to produce any effect. As soon as she
had repaired her damaged rigging, the 74 again hauled up ; but
the frigate had now got to windward, and was making so good a
use of the advantage, that the few shot afterwards fired by the
Tremendous could not reach her. At the time that the latter
bauled up, the Charlton Indiaman, Captain George Wood, being
ahead of the fleet, hove to and fired her broadside, but at so

eat a distance, that the Canonniére did not deign a reply.

aptain Osborn continued the pursuit until 7h. 30 m. .M. ;
when, the frigate having disappeared since sunset, the Tre-
mendous hove to, in order to await the coming up of the Hin-
dostan and convoy.

Except a few shots in her masts, the damages of the Tre-
mendous did not exceed those aiready mentioned ; and, owing
to the high fire of her opponent, she had not a man hurt. The
injuries done to the Canonniere were of a more serious descrip-
tion. A shot had penetrated 16 inches into her mainmast, and
cut the heart of it; and her fore yard and mizenmast were also-
badly wounded. One of her iron 36-pounder carronades (of
which the frigate had 14, with six long eights, making her guns
the same in number as when recaptured from the British, 48)
and two of her anchors were broken by shot ; she likewise re-
ceived about 21 in the hull. Her loss, out of a crew of 330
men and boys, amounted to seven men killed and 25 wounded,
mcluding among the latter two or three officers. It is related of
two “ enseignes,” or midshipmen, named Prenet and Duplantos,
that, after Eeing severely wounded, they went below only to get
the bleod stanched, and then returned to their quarters.

If any thing can add to the credit of M. Bourayne, for the
able management of his ship, and his persevering and successful
defence of her against a force so superior, it is the modesty of
the account which he transmitted to the minister of marine. No
rodomontade ; all is plainly, yet minutely told, and, in every
material point, agrees with the entry in the British ship’s log.
Fortunately for the cause of truth and the character of a brave
officer, the imperial supervisor of official correspondence either
overlooked Captain Bourayne’s letter, or, having no immediate
Flrpose to answer by altering the statements it contained, suf-

ered the Moniteur to insert the letter in its original form.

Captain Bourayne’s account, however, was too insipid to be
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served up, in its simple state, to the French readers of the
“ Victoires et Conquétes.” The writer has accordingly seasoned
it in a way which, he knew, would render it palatable. Not
only is the Tremendous made to fly from the field of battle, but
the crew of the Canonniére are eager to board her. Il ne
g’agissait plus alors, pour ces braves matelots, de soustraire leur
frégate au vaisseau ennemi, ni méme de la forcer & une retraite
honteuse; ils aspiraient 3 le prendre, et les cris, d [abordage!
@ labordage! se firent entendre 3 plusieurs reprises.”” *

The action of the Tremendous and Canonniére affords a lesson
to officers, who find themselves suddenly assailed by a decidedly
superior force. It teaches them that, by a judicious and pro-
tracted defence, their ship may escape, even when, in & manner,
close under the guns of an opponent, whose single broadside,
well directed (the chief point wherein the Tremendous appears
to have failed), must either sink or disable her.

The Canonniére had sailed from Cherbourg on the 14th
of November, 1805, as a reinforcement to Rear-admiral Linois,
whom Captain Bourayne, agreeably to his orders, proceeded to
join at the Isle of France. Not finding the admiral there,  the
frigate was seeking him off the Cape of Good Hope, when fallen
in with by the Tremendous and her convoy. After repairing, as
well as could be done at sea, the damage she had sustained in
this rencounter, the Canonniére steered for Simon’s bay, and on
the 30th anchored near Penguin island. Deceived by the Dutch
colours at all the forts, and on board the merchant ships at
anchor within him, M. Bourayne sent on shore a boat under the
command of a lieutenant. No sooner had the party disem-
barked, than the forts, changing their colours, opened a heavy
fire of shot and shells upon the frigate. The Canonniére im-
mediately cut her cable and stood out. Several shells broke
over, but none did any important injury to her; and not a single
shot struck her hull. The French lieutenant and his men were
of course made prisoners.

On the 256th of April a British squadron, composed of the 50-
%'un ship Leander, Captain Hen hitby, 18-pounder

rigate Cambrian, Captain John Nairne, and 18-gun ship-sloop
Dniver, Captain Slingsby Simpson, cruised off the port of New}
York, to search American vessels coming from foreign ports for
enemy’s property and for goods contraband of war, also to gain
information respecting the routes of two or three French squadrons
then known to be at sea. At.about 2 p. M. on that day Captain
Whitby went on board the Cambrian, to dine with Captain
Nairne, leaving the Leander in charge of her first licutenaut
Mr. John Smith Cowan. At 3 p. M., when standing in upon the
larboard tack, Sandy-Hook lighthouse bearing west-north-west

* Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvii., p. 289.
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distant about five leagues, the squadron discovered several-sail
in the south-west by south, apparently about four leagues from
the Jersey shore, steering towards the Hook.

Soon after 4 . M. the Cambrian, at that time the leading ship
of the three, and distant about three miles and a half from the
land, fired at some of the nearest vessels, and, heaving to, sent
her boats on board three or four of them. The Leander then

astern of the former, and stood on, to endehvour to bring
down several brigs, one or two schooners, and a ship that h
brought to at the distance of two or three miles from the
squadron, with their heads in shore and their foresails set. After
firng two guns at two brigs, that lay close together, and were
more advanced than their companions, the Leander, being within
about three miles of the shore, tacked, and continued occa-
sionally firing single guns ahead and astern of the brigs, until the
latter wore and stood towards her. The brigs were then boarded
by her boats, and suffered to proceed ; as were all the other
vessels boarded by the squadron on that afternoon, except the
ship, which, being detected in an illicit trade from Havana, was
detained and sent to Halifax, where the greater portion of her
cargo was legally condemned. Awmong the brigs not boarded
was one from the West Indies, laden with a full cargo of con-
tJraba.nd, and commanded by the nephew of the celebrated Paul

ones.

No sooner had the two first-mentioned American brigs altered
their course to approach the Leander, than a small sloop dis-
covered herself at a short distance in shore of them. Little did
the Leander’s captain imagine what a powerful instrument of
persecution against him this apparently insignificant object was
to be made : insignificant, indeed, for who, beyond some half a
dozen citizens of New-York, had ever heard of the ‘“ American
coasting-sloop Richard, Jesse Pierce, master?” It appears (for
there is no positive evidence of the fact) that a shot from the
Leander killed John Pierce, the brother of Jesse, as the former
was standing at the helm. A splinter was said to have struck
him under[:ie jaw, and to have caused instant death. The man
never moved after he fell, but his brother acknowledges that he
neither saw John Pierce fall, nor the splinter strike him. The
sloop was presently in New-York, and alongside of one of the
wharfs. An election was at this time going on in the city. The
body of the man was carried on shore, and the scenes that
followed were a disgrace to the citizens.

In mockery of all justice, a grand jury collected among the
citizens foun?a bill for wilful murder against Captain Whitby.
The impulse, once given, extended all over the United States.
Even the president was induced to issue a proclamation, de-
claring the captain of the Leander to be a murderer, and calling
upon the citizens to seize him, Captain Whitby, that he might
be proceeded against according to law. By the same procla-



238 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1806.

mation, the Leander, and the two ships fin her company at the
time the unfortunate occurrence happened, as well as all other
vessels commanded by the same three captains, were prohibited
from entering the harbours and waters of the United States.
At a subsequent period Captain Whitby, at the instance of the
British admiralty, was tried by a court-martial for the murder
of John Pierce, and, there not being a particle of evidence to
prove the charge, was acquitted.

On the 25th of May, in the afternoon, the British 18-gun ship-~
sloop Renard (sixteen 18-pounder carronades and two sixes),
‘Captain Jeremiah Coghlan, being about 10 miles north-north-
east of the island of Mona, standing to the northward, with a
fight wind at east-south-east, saw and chased a strange sail
under the island of Zacheo, bearing south-east. The pursuit
continued all night; and daylight on the 26th discovered the
stranger to be a brig, and apparently a cruiser. All this day and
night passed in chase, each vessel still on the starboard tack, the
Renard gaining. On the 27th, at 8 a. M., owing to the calm
state of the weather, the Renard took to her sweeps, and con-
tinued plying them until 8 p. M., when a light breeze sprang up.
“That night passed, and at noon on the 28th the Renard, being in
" latitude 20° 30’ north, longitude 68° west, and having got almost
near enough to the stranger to open her fire, was saved that
trouble by the French brig-corvette Diligent, Lieutenant Vincent
‘Thevenard, hauling down her colours ; and this, notwithstandi
the brig mounted 14 long 6-pounders and two brass 36-pounder
carronades, and had on board a crew of 125 men. The Diligent
had sailed from Pointe-a-Pitre seven days before, and was
bound to Lorient.

What could have possessed M. Thevenard, that he should
have so disgraced the flag under which he served as to haul it
down without making the slightest resistance ? As the bearer of
despatches from Guadaloupe to France, he was justified in
speaking noone. That excused his flight, but not his surreader.
‘The moment he saw that he could not escape, and that the ship
approaching him was of about equal size to his own (the Renard
was of 348, the Diligent of 317 tons), he,should have fought
her. Not a 10-gun schooner-privateer from the island he had

uitted, but would have done so. What had he to fear, with
the weathergage and a battery of seven French 6-pounders and
one 36-pounder carronade, opposed to eight 18-pounder car-
ronades and one 6-pounder? The only difference in force between
the Renard and a common English gun-brig, or one of the large
armed schooners, was in number, not in caliber of guns. On
coming to close quarters, and beginning to feel the weight of his
opponent’s heavier shot, what was to hinder the French captaia
from boarding ?

To call the conduct of M. Thevenard by any softer name than
cowardice, would be acting more leniently towards a Frenchmaa
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than we are accustomed to acttowards an Englishman. To the
honour of both navies, cases of the kind are rare, very rare; and
if M. Thevenard continued to belong to the French navy, as it
appears he did, until the reduction that took place in the year
1817, it must have been because he misrepresented the circum-
stances under which he had been captured in 1806. What
would Napoléon have done, had he known that the commander
of one of his brig-corvettes had struck to a vessel of equal force
without firing a shot ?

On the 17th of February, 1805, the honourable East India
company’s ship Warren-Hastings, Captain Thomas Larkins,
mounting 44 guns, with a complement of 196 men and boys,
sailed from Portsmouth on a voyage to China. As extraordinary
pains had been taken in the equipment of this ship, to enable her
to defend herself against a French frigate should she chance to
fall in with one, we will give a more particular account of her
armament.

The Warren-Hastings mounted 26 medium 18-pounders on
her main or lower deck, 14 carronades, 18-pounders, on her
upper deck, and four carronades, 12-pounders, on her poop.
The medium gun was six feet long, and weighed about 263 cwt. ;
whereas the common 18-pounder of the British navy is nine feet
long, and weighs about 42} cwt. The former, when run out, did
not reach above-a foot beyond the ship’s side, and, in traversing,
wooded, or touched the side of the port, at an angle of less than
three points from the beam. The 18-pounder carronade was five
feet long, and weighed about 15} cwt.; the 12-pounder was
three feet and a quarter long, and weighed about 83 cwt. A
navy carronade of each caliber is in length and weight as follows :
the 18-pounder, three feet four inches, and about 10} cwt. ; the
12-pounder, two feet eight inches, and about 63 cwt. The car-
ronades of the Warren-Hastings were mounted upon a carriage
resembling Gover’s in every particular but the only essential.one,
the having of rollers adapted to a groove in the slide. The con-
sequence of this silly evasion of an ingenious man’s patent was,
that the whole of the ship’s quarterdeck and poop guns became
utterly useless, after only a few rounds had been fired from them.
The first discovery of any imperfection in the new carriage oc-
curred at exercise; but a plentiful su;;)ply of black lead upon
the upper surface of the slitre lessened the friction, and, with the
2id of an additional hand, enabled the gun to be run out. On
account, however, of the rain, and the salt water in washing the
deck, the application of black lead was obliged to be repeated
every time of exercise.

The Warren-Hastings arrived out without meeting any op-
gonent to try her powers upon, and sailed again on her return,

ut not quite so strongly armed. Four of her maindeck J)orfs
bad been calked up, to afford space for a store-room, and the
four guns transferred to the hold ; and, on account of a reduc-
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tion in her crew, occasioned by her 40 Chinamen remaining at
Canton and a British ship of war pressing 18 of her English
seamen, four of the 18-pounder carronades were also removed
below. Consequently the ship now mounted but 36 guns, with
a crew of only 138 men and boys. ,

On the 21st of June, at 7 h. 30 m. A. M., in latitude 26° 13’
south, longitude 56° 46’ east, the Warren-Hastings, steering
west by south under a press of sail, with a strong breeze from
north-east by east, descried in the south-west quarter a strange
ship standing to the south-east under treble-reefed topsails and
courses. This was the French 40-gun frigate Piémontaise,
Captain Jacques Epron. As this ship was armed somewhat
diﬂgrently from her class, we will. here state her force. Her
maindeck guns were the customary 28 long 18-pounders ; and
on the quarterdeck and forecastle she mounted 10 iron, and two
brass, 36-pounder carronades, two long French 8-pounders, and
four long English 9-pounders. These had belonged to the
Britishng'igate Jason, having been thrown overboard by her
when she grounded off Pointe de la Trenche at the capture of
the Seine in June, 1798.*

Exclusive of her 46 carriage-guns, the Piémontaise carried
swivels and musketoons in her tops and along her gunwales. In
other respects, also, this French frigate was equipped in an ex-
traordinary manner. On each fore and main yard-arm was
fixed a tripod, calculated to contain a shell weighing 5 cwt. In
the event of the ships getting close alongside each other, the
shell, having been previously placed on the tripod, was to have
its fusee lighted by a man lying out on the yard with a match in
his hand : 1t was then to be thrown from the tripod, and, falling
upon the other ship’s deck, would, from its weight, pass throug|
to the deck below. Here its explosion would scatter destruction
all around ; and, in the midst of the confusion, the Frenchmen
were to rush on board. These, again, were armed more like
assassins than men-of-war’s men; each having, besides the
usual boarding weapons, a poniard stuck through the button-
holes of his jacket. ' :

At 9 A. M., having brought the Warren-Hastings to bear well
on her weather quarter, the Piémontaise, shaking the reefs out of
her topsails, stood towards the former, who still continued upon
her course. At 9h. 30 m., although gaining fast on the India-
man, the frigate set her topgallantsails and fore and main top-
mast studding-sails, and at 10 A.m. showed an English blue
ensign and pendant. Notwithstanding these friendly demon-
strations, the Warren-Hastings suspected the character of her
pursuer, hoisted her colours, and made the private signal. Of
this the Piémontaise took no motice, but continued rapidly to
approach, At 11 A.m. the Indiaman shortened sail, hauled up a

* See vol. ii., p. 220,
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point, and cleared for action. At noon the frigate took in her
studding-sails, stay-sails, and mainsail; and soon afterwards,
having approached within a mile, hauled down the English and
hoisted French colours.

At 10 h. 20 m., choosing a leeward station, on account, says
-Captain Epron, of the heel caused by the high wind, the Pié-
‘montaise opened her fire upon the larboard quarter of the
Warren-Hastings within musket-shot distance ; and which fire
the latter, as soon as she could bring her guns to bear, returned.
The action, thus commenced, continued for about a quarter of
an hour, when the frigate filled and passed ahead, having done
no other damage to the Indiaman than disabling a part of her
rigging. On getting about a mile and a half ahead of her
antagonist, the Piémontaise tacked, and, passing close to leeward
of the Warren-Hastings, gave and received a smart fire. In this
the Piémontaise, besides killing and wounding several of the
Indiaman’s crew, badly wounded her foremast, cut away the
whole of her larboard fore-shrouds, foretopsail tie, and principal
Tunning rigging and stays, also the ensign, but which was
quickly rehoisted at the main topgallantmast head.

Scarcely had the Warren-Hastings stoppered her damaged
shrouds, and reeved preventer braces, ere she was compelled to
receive the third attack of the Piémontaise ; who, having put
about in her opponent’s wake, recommenced the action, but
with little additional effect, beyond irrecoverably crippling the
Indiaman’s foremast. Owing to this circumstance, and to the
prevailing high wind and rough sea, the Warren-Hastings was
reduced to such sails only as she could carry on her main and
mizen masts. Having a second time tacked ahead of her an-
tagonist, the Piémontaise was advancing to make the fourth
assault, when the Warren-Hastings reopened her fire. The can-
nonade then became mutual and spinted; but it was to the
increased disadvantage of the Warren-Hastings, who had already
had her main, as well as her fore mast, shot through, her stand-
ing and running rigging much cut, and two quarterdeck guns
disabled, and had sustained a loss of five men killed and about
as many wounded. :

In this crippled state, with only the main topsail set, the
Warren-Hastings sustained the fifth attack of the Piémontaise ;
who, backing on the former’s larboard quarter, poured in a heavy
and destructive fire, which knocked the driver-boom into splint-
ers, and presently carried away the mizenmast nearly by the
board. The mast, falling forward, disabled every effective gun
on the upper deck. In addition to all this, the lower deck was
on fire from shot that had entered the counter; and, in con-
sequence of the nail of the tiller-rope on the barrel of the wheel
having drawn, the rudder was rendered :temporarily useless.
The surgeon, also, had the whole of his instruments destroyed
by a shot which came into the place where he was amputating

YOL. 1V, R
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and dressing the wounded. This, in a merchant vessel, is a
more exposed spot than in a ship of war, the space analogous to
the cockpit in the latter being usually filled with a portion of
the cargo. Thus circumstanceg, the Warren- Hastings, at aboat
4 h. 50 m. p. M., hauled down her colours.

The loss sustained by the Warren-Hastings amounted to her
purser (John Edwick) and six men killed, and 13, including her
chief, third, and sixth officers (James Cockwell, Edward Davies,
and William Hoi)e), and her surgeon’s mate (James Greville),
wounded. The loss on the part of the Piémontaise, as stated by
Captain Epron himself, amounted, out of a complement, in
crew and supernumeraries, of 385 men and boys, to seven men
killed, and five badly wounded; nor, considering that the
frigate’s principal damages were confined to her ngging and
sails, could the loss well have been greater.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.

WARREN-HASTINGS., | PIEMONTAISE.

Broadside-guns.....ceeeesesesnsescene g 11:: 1o 3}3 53?;
CreW..cceceeccecns teseseacssanasresasere «.No. 188 385
SIZE .. ceecececstectnccascennssenssrssens tons 1356 1093

An action between a merchant vessel and a ship of war re-
quires, in order fairly to show the relative force of the parties,
some further explanation than a mere statement of figures can
afford. The chief purpose of the one ship being to carry a cargo,
her armament is made a secondary consideration ; whereas, the
sole object of the other is to fight: accordingly, no pains are
spared to render the former, both in matériel and personnel, fully
adequate to the duties of her station. This comparison of the
man of war with the merchantman applies to common cases.
But, by some mismanagement on the part of her equippers, the
Warren-Hastings could make very little use of her upperdeck
and poop batteries, after the second or third round of sﬁot, and,
for want of hands, could man only eight, out of the 11 guns on
her lowerdeck battery ; while the Piémontaise, as has already
been shown, was armed in a manner every way calculated for
causing destruction to an adversary, and for bringing the combat,
even with a regular frigate like herself, to a favourable issue.

Under these circumstances, the defence made by the Warren-
Hastings, protracted as it was to four hours and a half, displayed
a highly commendable zeal and ierseverance on the part of
Captain Larkins, his officers, and ship’s company ; but, with all
their gallant efforts, the latter could never have succeeded in
capturing, although, had the ship’s guns been in an effective
state, they might, in beating off, an antagonist so well armed,
manned, and appointed as the Piémontaise.

Some scenes that now ensued would have better become an
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AAlgerine cruiser, or a Malay pirate, than a French national ship
of war. The dismasted state of the Warren-Hastings at her sur~
render, assisted by the force of the heavy sea then running,
-caused the ship to fall off; and the Piémontaise, lying close to
leeward, under her three topsails, with the mizen one aback and
the main one shivering, bore up, to avoid being run foul of.
Having by this evolution filled her main topsail, and being un-
-attended to at the helm, the frigate again came to, and ran foul
of the larboard bow of the prize. The two ships then dropped
<close alongside of each other, producing, in the disturbed state
of the ses, a crash that rendered the situation of both extremely
thazardous.

A party of Frenchmen, headed by the first lieutenant, Charles
Moreau, now rushed on the decks of the Warren-Hastings, and,
with uplifted daggers and horrid imprecations, threatened the
lives of all on board. After one ruffian had dragged Captain
Larkins about the ship, charging him with an attempt to run the
frigate on board, in order to cripple her masts, and .calling him
by every opprobrious epithet, another, in the person of M.
Moreau himself, stabbed the captain with a poniard in the
right side. The instrument passed through the right lobe of the
liver, and occasioned so great a flow of blood that Captain
Larkins fainted. Even this did not save him from the savage
fury of his persecutor, who ordered him, in his weak state, to
jum%on board the Piémontaise, and, but for the humanity of a
M. Baudin, an acting lieutenant of the frigate, would have
driven him into the sea. The man afterwards admitted that he
had stabbed Captain Larkins, but attempted to extenuate the
base act, by chargin%) the latter with having purposely run the
ship on board the Piémontaise.* The simple fact that M.
Moreau, as well as many of his followers, was highly intoxicated,
may account for the oblivious state of his memory as to the
worigin of the accident. .

With such an example set them by their chief officer, the
prize-crew were comparatively merciful in not absolutely slaying
their victims: they merely stabbed three of the officers, John
‘Wood, second officer, John Barnes, surgeon, and John Ball,
boatswain’s mate. So that, including the captain and a mid-
shipman, Mr. James Bayton, who was pierced in seven different
places in his two arms by the monster Moreau, five persons were
-wounded in cold blood, after the honourable surrender of their
ship. Pillage of ever% description of course followed these
:{nmnical proceedings ; bat, after a while, the furious passions of

e captors subsided, and. Captain Epron, and some of his
officers, did their best to conciliate and render comfortable
WCaptain Larkins and the survivors of his crew.

# See a translation of Lieutenant Moréau’s letter to the editor of the
« Ito-of-France Gazette,” in the Nuval ghronicle, vol xx.,p. 193,
R
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Taking her prize in tow, the Piémontaise steered for the Isle
of France, where the two ships arrived on the 4th of July. As
a proof of her extraordinary fast sailing, the frigate, in a moderate
breeze, carrying three single reefed topsails, foresail, and mizen
staysail, towed her prize, a deeply-laden ship, admeasuring nearly
a fourth more tonnage than herself, and having very small jury-
sails set, at the rate of seven and a half knots an hour.
. On the 22d of June, in the evening, Ca%j;[a.in George Ralph
Collier, of the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Minerva, lying be-
calmed in Finisterre bay, despatched two boats, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant William Howe Mulcaster, first of the frigate,
assisted in the cutter by Lieutenant of marines Charles Menzies,
and in the barge by Lieutenant Ogle Moore, to scour the neigh-

“ bouring coast, and, in particular, to make an atiempt upon some
luggers of which information had been received.

e boats pushed off, and, on arriving where the luggers lay,
found they must carry a fort. This, although it mounted eight
brass guns, 24 and 12 pounders, was carried in a very neat and
masterly manner by the bayonet and pike, before the guard had
time eit{er to raise the drawbridge, or to discharge a 12-pounder,
which (a fishing-boat having apprized the garrison of the ap-
proach of the British) had been Erought to face the gate. Four
of the Spanish guard laid down their arms and were made
prisoners: the remainder escaped.

As the day began to dawn and the men were much fatiEued by
their long row to the shore and their subsequent march overa
heavy sand, Lieutenant Mulcaster and his party were obliged to
restrict themselves to spiking the guns and throwing some of
them into the sea. They then 1:0(£l quiet possession of five
luggers laden with wine, bound to Ferrol and Corunna; and,
although exposed, for nearly two hours, to a fire from a
two-gun Dbattery to the southward of the town, the British
brought out their prizes without injury to a single man on either
side.

On the 9th of July, while the Minerva was lying in the road
of Oporto, Captain Collier despatched her barge, under the

"command of Lieutenant Mulcaster, to cruise a few leagues to
the northward, in the hope to interce{:t some of the Spanish
]In)rivateers and row-boats, lurking in the creeks and rivers of
ortugal, to be ready to commit depredations upon the Lisbon
trade as soon as it appeared off the coast. On the 11th, after a
fatiguing row of nearly 40 miles, the barge fell in with the S
nish lugger-privateer Buena-Dicha, of one long 8-pounder,
besides blun(Eerbusses and musketry, and manned with 26 of
the Guarda desperadoes. The barge advanced under a discharge
of grape-shot from the lugger’s prow-gun; but nothing could
withstand the impetuosity of Lieutenant Mulcaster and his men.
They quickly boarded and carried the privateer ; killing one of
“her crew, and wounding badly her captain, two other officers,
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and two seamen, without sustaining, on their own part, the
slightest casualty.

n the 2d of October, while the Minerva was at anchor off
Oro island, near the entrance of Porto-Novo, Captain Collier
himself, attended by Lieutenant Menzies with him in the cutter,
and followed by the barge in charge of Lieutenant Peter Paumier
James and midshipman William Holt, with a select pargv of
marines, proceeded to reconnoitre the bay of Rocks, in the ho
of falling in with one or more of the six Spanfsh gun-boats
known to be at Carril. After a pull of seven hours, the cutter
was hailed by a gun-boat, lying at an anchor within pistol-shot
of the shore, attended by a small gun-launch with a brass 4-
pounder. The gun-boat was immediately boarded on the quarter,
and carried, as well as her attendant, without the loss of a man.
She was the Spanish gun-boat No. 2, mounting one long 24-
pounder in the bow, and two short brass fours, with a complement
of 30 men, commanded by Lieutenant Don Jesse Lopez.

On the 25th of June the British 18-gun brig-sloop Port-
Mahon, Captain Samuel Chambers, chased a Spanish armed
brig into the intricate harbour of Banas in the island of Cuba.
At 9 p.M. the boats of the sloop, under the command of
Lieutenant John Marshall, assisted by Lieutenant Luke Henry
Wray, and Mr. John Robson, gunner, were despatched to
endeavour to cut the vessel out.

On the 26th, at 1 A. M., the Spanish letter of marque brig
San-Josef, armed with one long 18-pounder on a pivot amidships,
four 12-pounder carronades and two long 4-pounders on her
sides, with swivels, pikes, and muskets, and 30 men, was gallantly
boarded and carried by Lieutenant Marshall and his party ; and
this, although the vessel was protected by the fire from, and
moored by a line to, a tower mounting two heavy guns. The
next difficulty was to get the prize out of the harbour. This also
was accomplished, although the brig grounded within pistol-shot
of the battery, and was struck by several shot from it; and,
notwithstanding that the boats had been damaged by shot, and
several of the oars broken, while rowing to make the attack, the
whole service was executed without the loss of a man.

On the 9th of July, at3 h. 15 m. p. M., the British 74-gun ship.
Powerful, Captain Robert Plampin, being about seven' miles to
the northward of the Little Basses, island of Ceylon, standing
north-west by west, with a light air from the south-west, dis-
covered a strange ship upon her weather beam, steering free with
studding-sails set, and sEortly afterwards, broad on the latter’s
weather quarter, and in full pursuit of her, a second ship, soon
recognised as the 16-gun ship-sloop Rattlesnake, Captain John
Bastard. The stranger, which was the celebrated French frigate~
Erivateer Bellone, Captain Jacques Perroud, not being able to

aul up without coming to action with the Rattlesnake, and
observing that the Powerful lay nearly becalmed while she
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herself was running before a strong wind, resolved te continue
her course and endeavour to cross between the 74 and the share.
In this, however, the Bellone was foiled; for at about 5 ». M.
the Powerful got within gun-shot, and, hoisting her colours,
opened a fire, which the former instantly returned. A running
fight was maintained until 6 h, 46 m. . m.; when, finding there
was no possibility of escape, the Bellone hauled down her colours
and hove to.

Extraordinfry as it may appear, the Powerful had two seamen
killed and 11 wounded by the fire of the Bellone ; and, what is
still more extraordinary in an hour and a half’s running fight
between two ships so disproportionate in point of force, the
Bellone herself bad only one man killed and six or seven
wounded.

This is the second instance that has occurred in these seas,
within less than four months, of a marked deficiency in gunnery
on the part of a British 74. If the Tremendous did more
execution than the Powerful, it was because the former was
enabled occasionally to bring her broadside, or a great part of it,
to bear upon her antagonist;* while the Powerful appears to
have been confined to a head and stern cannonade. Still the
Powerful had two long 32s, two long 18s, and two long 12s, to
oppose to four long French 8s; and surely she might have
made a better use of them.

 Had the well-directed fire of the Bellone done more injury to

the 74’s masts, rigging, and sails, and less to her crew, the former
would probably have escaped ; for what could the Rattlesnake,
with her 16 long 6-pounders and 120 men, have effected against
the Bellone, with her 34 guns, composed of long 8-pounders and
Jd6-pounder carronades, with a crew at this time on board of 194
men? The Bellone was afterwards purchased for the use of the
British navy, and under the name of Blanche, became classed
as a 28-gun frigate.

On the 14th of July the following British squadron of six sail
of the line and one frigate, under Commodore Sir Samuel Hood
in the Centaur, cruised off Rochefort, to watch the motions of a
French squadron of five sail of the line and several frigates, at
anchor in the road of the isle of Aix:

dnn-ship
_ 98 Prince-of-Wales ............ Captain  William Bedford.
3 Centaur ....ceesereesessecece Commod. Sir Samuel Hood.
‘74 Conqueror .....ceeeeesenss .Captain Israel Pellew.
. Monarch «.ececsececeeseccence " Richard Lee.
Revenge ..... ceseresenncncase ” Sir John Gore.
64 Polyphemus....ceeeneeeseone » Robert Redmill.
Gun-frig.

82 IS seveeessscrsssecocsceseense o John Tower.

* See p. 234.
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The receipt of intelligence that a French convoy of 50 sail,.
laden with stores for Brest, lay in Verdon road, at the entrance
of the river Gironde, waiting an opportunity to put to sea, under
the escort of two brig-corvettes, determined the British com-
modore to attempt cutting them out. Accordingly a boat from
each line-of-battle ship was despatched to the Ins frigate; who-
immediately proceeded with them to the 44-gun frigate Inde-
fatigable, Captain John Tremayne Rodd, then cruising off the
Gironde, to prevent the convoy’s escape. To the six boats from
the line-of-battle ships, commanded as follows: Centaur,
Lieutenant Edward Reynolds Sibly, the commanding officer of’
the whole; Conqueror, Lieutenant George Fitzmaurice ; Prince-
of-Wales, Lieutenant John Francis; Revenge, Lieutenant
Charles Manners; Polyphemus, unknown; and -Monarch,
Lieutenant Dalhousie Tait, were now added three from the
Indefatigable commanded by Lientenants Thomas Parker,
Thomas Arscott, and Ralph Shepperdson, and three from the
Iris, the commanding officers of which do not appear to have
been named in the official letter.

On the evening of the 15th, the time appearing favourable,
the 12 boats pushed off from the Indefatigable, and proceeded
towards the mouth of the Gironde. Shortly afterwards the wind
shifted to the westward, and blew strong. But the persevering
ardour of the British overcame all obstacles, and at the dead of
the night the boats entered Verdon road. Lieutenant Sibly and
his party instantly attacked the French 16-gun brig-corvette
César, having on board 86 men, under the command of Lieutenant
Louis-Frangois-Hector Fourré, all perfectly prepared. While
in the act of cutting away the brig’s boarding netting, Lieutenant
Sibly was badly wounded by pike and sabre, in the side, arm,
and face. The British, however, soon boarded the César ; and,
after a few minutes’ severe conflict, in which M. Fourré fought
most heroically until he fell covered with wounds, they carried
the French bng.

Owing to the extreme darkness of the night, and the strength
of the wind and tide, the “other French brig, which was the
‘Teazer (late British) of 14 guns, moored higher up the river,
escaped by slipping her cables, and running before the wind
still further up the Gironde. The eonfvoz managed to do the
same. Meanwhile the prize, having cut her cables, was stand-
ing out, exposed, for some time, to a heavy fire from the Teazer
and the batteries on both sides of the river. Notwithstanding
this opposition, the César, under the able direction of Lieutenant
Parker of the Indefatigable, worked out, and joined the two
frigates at anchor off the mouth of the Gironde.

he loss on this occasion was tolerably severe. The British
had one lieutenant (Charles Manners), one master’s mate (Tho-
nras Helpman), two boatswain’s mates, and five seamen killed,
four Meutenants (Sibly, Tait, both badly, Parker, and Shep-



248 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1806. "

perdson), one master’s mate (Thomas Mullins), and 34 seamen
and marines wounded, and one midshipman (Thomas Black-
stone) and 19 seamen and marines prisoners; total, nine killed
and 39 wounded. The 20 prisoners, with the deceased lieu-
tenant, had belonged to the Revenge’s boat; which was struck
by a large shot, and would -have sunk but for the. proximity of
the shore. The survivors, on landing, were of course made

risoners. The César is represented to have lost, exclusive of

er brave commander, 13 of her crew killed or wounded. With
a proper appreciation of lieutenant Sibly’s gallantry and wounds,
the rank of commander was conferred upon him soon after his
return to port.

On the 28th of March, early in the morning, a French squa-
dron composed of the two 40-gun frigates Revanche, Commo-
dore~Amand Leduc, and Guerriére, Cg: tain Paul-Mathieu Hu-
bert, 36-gun frigate Syréne, Captain Alexandre Lambert, and
16-gun brig corvette Néarque, sailed from Lorient, on a cruise
off the coast of Iceland, Greenland, and Spitzbergen, for the
purpose of destroying British and Russian whale-ships ; a ser-
vice intrusted to M. Leduc, because, having himself been a
Dunkerque whaler, he was considered to be well acquainted,
both with the navigation of the Arctic sea and with the haunts
of those who usually resorted thither.

Scarcely had the French commodore got well to sea, ere a
fine chance was afforded him of returning to port with a valu-
able prize. At about 1 p.m. the British 38-gun frigate Niobe,
Captain John Wentworth Loring, cruising between the Glénans
and the isle of Groix, discovered, and, hoping to cut off one of
them, chased M. Leduc’s three frigates and brig. The latter,
however, far from evincing any intention to molest the Niobe,
continued their course to the southward, under all sail. The
British frigate gained in the pursuit. At 9 p.M. the Néarque,
who was at some distance astern of her companions, seeing her
danger, fired a gun, let off several rockets, and hoisted five
lights, one over the other, in the hope to induce the commodore
to put about and save her. But the voyage to Greenland ge—
sented, in the eyes of M. Leduc, fewer dangers, perhaps, than
an action between one English and three French frigates. At
10 p. M. the Niobe got alongside the Néarque, and, after finng
a volley of small arms into her, which fortunately injured no
one, carried her off as a prize. The French brig' mounted 16
guns, with a crew of 97 men, and was victualled for five months.

The winter being unusually long, M. Leduc, as a proof that
he need not have been in such haste to run from the Niobe,
found himself stopped by the ice: he, in consequence, bent his
course to a temperate latitude, and, after cruising some weeks
off the Azores and Cape Clear, stood again to the northward.
On the 21st of May tE: squadron made the south-east point of
Iceland, and, standing on to the northward, met with the ice 0o
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the 30th, in latitude 72°. From the 2d to the 8th of June the
frigates tried in vain to penetrate the ice in the direction of
Spitzbergen. On the 12th they came in sight of the island, but,
with all their endeavours, could not get beyond 76° 10'. About
this time the Guerri¢re parted company in a fog.

It was on the 9th of July that the admiralty received intel-
ligence of the havoc which these three French frigates had been
committing upon the fisheries. Immediately the 18-pounder
36-gun frigate Pheebe, Captain James Oswald, and 12-pounder
32-gun fngate Thames, Captain Brydges Watkinson Taylor,
lying in Leith roads, were directed to proceed off the Shetland
isles; and the 38-gun frigate Blanche, Captain Thomas Lavie,
then at anchor in the Downs, was ordered, by telegraph, to
hasten to Yarmouth roads. When here, Captain Lavie received
orders to follow and take' under his command the Pheebe and
Thames, and with them endeavour to discover and capture M.
Leduc and his squadron.

On the 10th, in the afternoon, the Blanche sailed from Yar-
mouth roads, and, on the 13th, was at the rendezvous; but the
Phebe and Thames, having ascertained that one of the frigates
had parted from her two consorts, had since proceeded in search
of the latter. After remaining three days off the Shetland
isles, the Blanche received intelligence, that the Guerriére had
been seen alone off the Faro isles, where she had captured
and burnt several English -ships. The Blanche immediately
made sail towards the spot, and on the 18th, at 10 h. 30 m.
A.M., saw from her mast-head, in the east-north-east quarter,
the object of her search, standing upon a wind in a di-
rection towards herself. The Guerriére had intended to go
into Drontheim in Norway, to land her prisoners and procure a
supply of water; but, when off the port, a pilot-boat communi-
cated some intelligence that induced her to put about and steer
for the island of North-Faro, of which she was within a few
hours’ sail when fallen in with by the Blanche. The mounted
force of the two frigates may here be introduced. The quarter-
deck and forecastle guns of the Blanche were 16 carronades,
32-pounders, fitted upon the non-recoil principle, and two long
12-pounders ; making her total of guns46. The Guerriere, in
addition to the maindeck force of her class, mounted two brass
36-pounder carronades in the bridle ports, and two others, and
eight iron ones of the same caliber, with 10 long 8-pounders, on
her quarterdeck and forecastle ; total 50 guns.

At noon the Blanche bore up under all sail, with a light
breeze from the south-west ; but the Guerriére, as if mistakin
_the Blanche for one of her consorts, continued to stand on until
3 . M., when she also bore up, spreading all her canvass. The
superior sailing of the Blanche enabled her to gain rapidly in
the chase, and at about 46 minutes past midnight, the British
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. frigate opened her fire, ing into her an st two whole
mdaidl:nbefore the lf:t::mr%tumed a shoht:gon:twann action
now commenced, one ship pointing her ﬁuns chiefly at the hull,
the other at the rigging. Still the Blanche maintained her
position in the chase, and at 1 h. 30 m. A.m. on the 19th com—
pelled the Guerri¢re, whose misen topmast had previously fallen,
to haul down her colours.

The loss on board the Blanche, whose damages were of the
most trifling description, amounted, out 6f her 265 men and
boys (being 16 men short), to only one lieutemant (Robert
Bastin) and three marines wounded ; while that sustamed by
the Guerriére, whose lower masts were all badly wounded, and
hull shattered above and below water, amounted, out of the 317
men and boys, which the scurvy had left out of a complement on
quitting port of 350, to 20 officers, seamen, and mannes killed,
and 30 wounded, 10 of them dangerously.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.

N BLANCHE. GUERRIERE.
. o. 23 24
Broadside-guns....ec.eeseeceenenns { Ibs. 520 516
CreWenieseesesiesceneesascssavesaensonces No. 265 817
Size.cesereoss eescseseseranensosasansarsess tons 1036 1092

According to this statement, the Blanche and Guerriére were
tolerably well matched. But it was only in appearance; for a
at proportion of the latter’s crew were ill in their cots, dnd
e remainder, to judge by the impunity with which the British
frigate escaped, seemed to have been very indifferent marksmen.
During this running fight of 45 minutes’ duration, not one round
shot struck the hull of the Blanche. The three marines were
wounded by a single discharge of grape, while standing on the
fore part of the gangway near the forecastle; and the second
lieutenant, M. Bastin, was wounded through both thigls with a
musket-ball at his quarters on the maindeck. The chief object
of the French frigate appears to have been to cripple her an-
_tagonist, in order that she herself might esca Failing in this,
the Guerriére protracted the defence, until sgi could no bﬁ
withstand the vigorous and well-directed fire of the Blan
‘We must suppose, in justice to M, Hubert, who, at this very
time, was & member of the legion of honour, that his men were
really in a deplorable state, or he would not, from the first, have
fled from a frigate, not superior in size, as he might see, nor in
force, as he might conjecture, to the one he commanded.
The Blanche, with her prize, arrived on the 26th in Yarmouth
roads; and the Guerri¢re, on being transferred to the British

# Carronade in the bow-port not included.
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navy, became a valuable acquisition to the class of large 38s,

after his return, Captain Lavie received the honour of
knighthood, and Mr. Henry Thomas Davies, the first lieutenant.
of the Blanche, the promotion which was due to him.

With his two remaining frigates, M. Leduc continued to harass-
the fisheries, unseen, though diligently sought, by the Phebe:
and her conmsort. On the 13th of July the two French frigates
put into Patris-Feorden, a port in Iceland, and, on their depar-
ture a few days afterwards, were chased, it appears, by two
English frigates (whose names we cannot learn), but escaped IIV?
concealing themselves within the small island of Rodesand. M.
Leduc then cruised off Cape Farewell, for ships coming out of
Davis’s Straits, and afterwards proceeded to the northern ex-
tremity of Ireland. Here he remained till chased off on the 28th
of August. He then made sail for Cape Clear, and, after cruis-
ing there till the 17th of September, steered for a French port.
On the 22d M. Ledue reanchored in Lorient ; having taken and
sunk, during his six months’ cruise, one Russian and 28 English
merchantmen, chiefly whalers, and having lost, by capture, one
40-gun frigate and one 16-gun brig, almost half his originak

uad

ron.

On the 25th of July, in the evening, as the British 12-
pounder 32-gun frigate Greyhound, Captain Edward Elphin-
stone, and 18-gun bri -sloop Harrier (16 carronades, 32-pound-
ers, and two sixes), %a tan Edward Thomas Troubridge, were
cruising in the Java sea, four sail of ships were descried, passing
tbrongE the Straits of Salayer. Chase was immediately given ;
and at 9 p. M. the strangers hove to, at about seven miles distant
from the shore that lies between the small Dutch ports of Bor-
thean and Balacomba. One of the ships was easily made out to
be a frigate, and another a corvette, but a third had so much the

ce of a line-of-battle ship, that the two British com~
manders thought it prudent to wait until daylight before they
bore down to examine the strange squadron. The Greyhound
and Harrier accordingly lay to during the night, at the distance
of about two miles to windward of the strange squadron.
- The break of day discovered that the ship, which had led to
the cautionary measures of the preceding evening, was a large
two-decked armed merchant vessel, similar in size and appear-
ance to an English Indiaman. Shortly afterwards the squadron,
which consisted of the Dutch 36-gun frigate Pallas, Captain
N. S. Aalbers, the Dutch company’s ships Vittoria (the two-
decker above-mentioned), Captain Klaas %enkin, and Batavia,
Captain William De Val, both officers in the Datch company’s
service, and the 14-gun ship-corvette William, Captain Feteris,
drew out in the order me£ and formed a line of battle on the
larboard tack, under their topsails. i

At a few minutes past 5 A.m. the Greyhound bore up under
French colours, as if to speak the Pallas, who was then at some
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distance ahead of her second astern, the Vittoria; and, when
within hail, all further disguise being unnecessary, the British
frigate shifted her colours, and commenced a cannonade. This
was at 5h. 30 m.; and the fire was returned with a smartness
and spirit, which evinced that the Dutch were fully prepared for
the contest. The Harrier, who had kept close astern of the
Greyhound, seeing the latter engaged, bore round up; and,
£assing between the Pallas and Vittoria, opened a fire of mus-

etry at the latter, and discharged her larboard guns into the
starboard quarter of the former. The Vittoria and her second
astern, the Batavia, then bore up in succession, to return the
Harrier’s fire. '

In the mean time the Greyhound, resolving to lose no time in
taking advantage of the confusion thus caused by the Harrier’s
promptitude, wore close round her opponent’s bows, raking her
severely in passing. On reaching Sxe starboard bow of the
Pallas, the Ereyhound, then on the starboard tack, threw her
sails aback, and maintained a position which, while it com-
paratively secured herself, was of destructive effect to her an-
tagonist. The cannonade of the latter, with an equal opponent
upon her bow and one by no means to be despised upon her
quarter, gradually slackened, and at the end of 40 minutes
ceased. On being hailed by the Greyhound, the Pallas replied
that she had struc%(, and was soon in possession of the former.

The Harrier now hauled towards the Vittoria, and, after firing
several broadsides at her, compelled this formidable looking
ship, at 6 h. 30 m. A. M., to haul down her colours. Sending an
officer to take possession, Captain Troubridge hauled towards
the Batavia, The Greyhound had by this time made sail for the
latter. Being wholly unable to cope with the new antagonist
that was now advancing to the assistance of the Harrier, the
Batavia, at 6h. 40m., followed the example of the Vittoria.
Meanwhile the William, who, from her position in the rear, had
taken no part in the action, was making off towards the shore.
The Harrier immediately proceeded in chase; but, the state of
her sails and rigging leaving her little chance of overtaking the
fugitive, Captain Elphinstone threw out the signal to join. The
Harrier did so, and the William effected her escape.

Out of her complement of 212 men and boys, the Greyhound
had one seaman killed and eight wounded ; and the Harrier, out
of her 110 men and boys on board, had only three wounded.
The Pallas mounted 40 guns, 12 and 6 pounders, with 24-

under brass carronades, and had a compﬁament of 250 men,
including about 50 Malays. Of these the Dutch frigate lost
eight killed, her captain (mortally), second and fifth lieutenants,
three pilots, one midshipman, and 25 seamen wounded, four of
them and one of the pilots mortally. The Vittoria and Batavia,
represented in Captain Elphinstone’s letter merely as “ armed
for the purpose of war,” had, the one two men killed, the other
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the same, besides a lieutenant and six men wounded, the lieu-
tenant and one of the latter mortally.

With such incomplete materials for comparing the force of
the parties, it is difficult to do justice to the ments of the case.
The affair was undoubtedly conducted with great skill and
bravery on the part of the British, and they reaped no inconsi-
derable advantage from the Erizes they made ; two of which,
the Vittoria, of 800, and the Batavia, of 500 tons, were richly
laden with the produce of the Moluccas.

In the month of February, as already has been stated, four
of the French frigates, which after the ﬁattle of Trafalgar had
got into Cadiz, succeeded in putting to sea, under the command
of Commodore La Marre-la-Meillene, and were as follows :

Gun-frig.
Hortense...... Commod. Louis.-C.-Aug. La Marre-la-Meillerie.
40 < Rhin.ceceaceen Captain Michel-Jean- André Chesneau,
Hermione..... s Jean-Michel Mahé.
86 Thémis........ » Nicolas Jugan.

These frigates, after the disgraceful loss of the brig that was
in their company,* proceeded toSénégal,and thence to Cayenne ;
at which latter port they arrived on the 27th of March. Quitting

"Cayenne on the 7th of April, they steered for the West Indies,

cruised to windward of Barbadoes 15 days; then proceeded to

-Porto-Rico, and, after revictualling there, set sail on the 18th of

May on their return to France. On the27th of July, at 6 ». m.,
when in about latitude 47° north, longitude 7° west, steeri

.south-east by east, which was a direct course for Rochefort, the

Hortense and her three companions were discovered by the 74-
gun ship Mars, Captain Robert Dudley Oliver, the look-out ship
of a British squadron of five sail of the line, under the command
of Commodore Richard Goodwin Keats, in the Superb.

The Mars, making the necessary signals, which the Africa 64
repeated to the commodore, then far astern, wore, and, with the
squadron, crowded sail in chase. The French frigates imme-
diately set all the additional sail they could, and continued their
course to the south-east. Soon after dark the Mars lost sight,
as well of them as of all the ships of her own squadron,
except the Africa, who was seen on her lee quarter till 11 ». u.,
‘when she also disappeared. The Mars now shaped her course
soas to Erevent the enemy from getting to leeward ; and, as a
proof with what judgment she was steered, daylighton the 28th
discovered the four frigates on the same bearing as on the pre-
ceding evening, but, except one, at a greater distance. Upon
that one, which was the Rhin, the Mars evidently gained.

Observing this, and that the British 74 was entirely alone, the
French commodore, with what appeared a proper spirit, put
about, and, on joining the Rhin, formed his four frigates in line

See p. 214,
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" of battle on the larboard tack. Finding, however, that the Mars
was not in the least intimidated by the approach of four heavy
French frigates, but was hastening on to engage them, M. La
Marre-la-Meillerie failed in his resolution, and at 3 ». M. made
off with three of his frigates, leaving the fourth to her fate.
Having already run a distance of 150 miles, and the day being
far spent, the Mars continued in pursuit of the nearest Z'igate;
when at 6 p. M., in the midst of a heavy squall of wind and rain,
and just as the Mars, having gained a position on the frigate’s
lee quarter, had fired a shot and was preparing to open her
broadside, the Rhin hauled down her colours.

Soon after the Mars had taken possession of the Rhin, the
squall cleared up, and the Hortense, Hermione, and Thémis were
seen standing to the south-east ; but the approach of night, the
proximity of the French coast, and the stormy state of the
weather, owing to which not more than a third of the prisoners
could be removed, rendered any further pursuit impracticable.
Captain Oliver, thereupon, accompanied by his prize, steered in
the direction of his squadron; and which, so far had he outrun
it in 24 hours’ chase, the Mars did not rejoin it until the forenoon
of the 31st. Great credit was due to Captain Oliver for having
persevered in the chase so long after he had got out of reach of
support from any ship of his squadron ; and, had the four frigates
been commanded by a Bergeret, a Bourayne, or one of many
other French captains whom we could name, an opportunity
would doubtless have been afforded to the officers and crew of
the Mars, to show what could be effected, under such circum-~
stances, by a well-appointed, well-manned British 74.

The Hortense and Hermione succeeded in reaching Bordeaux,
and the Thémis appears to have entered Roch:irt What
account of this transaction M. La Marre-la-Meillerie gave to
the French minister of marine has not transpired. e may
conjecture, however, that the force which put the French
commodore to flight was described, not as “un seul vaisseau
anglais,” but, as “ une escadre de plusieurs vaisseaux anglais.”
‘Whe will say, that four French frigates, three, if not all of them,
carrying long 18-pounders and 36-pounder carronades, with,
between them, upwards of 1300 men, were not an overmatch
for a single British 74?7 What, then, but a misrepresentation
of the facts could have saved this French commodore from being
cashiered ? And yet according to the “ Etat Général de Ia
Marine,” for January, 1822, M. La Marre-la-Meillerie is a peer
of France and a chevalier of the order of St.-Louis.

Had a British officer in the c;mmaﬁld of four, or even of 1twlo,
such frigates, run away from a French 74-gun ship, icularly
when ai?ammde was ly;kely to be cat oﬁ':g:ur dult)y md have
compelled us to expose him. But even a single British fri
of the large class, would have felt half-reluctant to fly from gne
French 74; and, if overtaken and attacked, would not have
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surrendered until she had made a few shot-holes in her op-
ponent’s hull, and had herself become in a considerable degree
disabled. -

On the 14th of August, at daybreak, the Isle of Wight
bearing north eight leagues, the British fire-brig Phosphorus,
commanded by Eieutenant William James Hughes, perceived
approaching her a large French lugger, pierced for 16, and
aﬁparently mounting 12 guns. At5h. 10 m. .M. the Phos-
phorus hailed the lugger, and was ordered in reply to strike, or
that the latter would sink her. At 5 h. 20 m. the lugger laid
the Phosphorus alongside, and, with three cheers, attempted to
<arry her by boarding ; but, notwithstanding about 70 or 80 men
advanced to the assault, they were repulsed by the 24 officers,
men, and boys, belonging to the British vessel. After lying
alongside 45 minutes, and engaging altogether an hour and 10
minutes, the lugger made sail, and sheered off. Assoon as the
state of her sails and rigging would permit her to wear, the
Phosphorus stood after her opponent; but, losing ground in
the chase, and having had her commander (middle finger off and
severely wounded in the left hand), acting master (Thomas
Esther), and six seamen wounded, one mortally and the re-
mainder severely, with no surgeon or even assistant on board to
attend to them, the brig bore up and made sail for the Downs.

Although brig-rigged, the Phosphorus measured only 115 tons,
and mounted but four 12-pounder carronades; one of which,
soon after the action commenced, had its breeching and goose-
neck broken. To have beaten off a vessel, so decidedly superior
in every respect, was a matter of just triumph on the part of the
officers and crew of the Phosphorus; and, for his very conspi-
<cuous gallantry upon the occasion, Lieutenant Hughes was
promoted to the rank of commander. He also, we believe,
received a handsome sword from the Patriotic Fund.

On the 22d of August, in the evening, the British 12-pounder
32-gun frigate Alexandria, Captain the Honourable Edward
King, lying at an anchor off the port of Rio de la Plata on the
Spanish main, despatched her boats to cut from under the forts
in that harbour a Spanish polacre brig and garda-costa, which
had for some time past materially injured the Jamaica trade.
The boats were, the barge under Lieutenant Joseph Lewis, first
of the frigate, the launch under Lieutenant Edmund Nagle, one
of the cutters under master’s mate Alfred Smith, and the jolly-
boat. Unfortunately, owing to the prevailing darkness, the boats
rowed all night without being able to discover the place in which
the vessels lay, and in the morning returned on board their ship.

Seeiniafngate at anchor off their port, the Spaniards expected
an attack and prepared to meet it. The 10-gun schooner Gra~
cieuse, acting Lieutenant William Smith, joining company,
Captain King, on the evening of the 23d, again despatched
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Lieutenant Lewis and the boats, which were now taken in tow
by the Gracieuse.

After the schooner bad cast them off, the boats pulled for the
barbour, then about six miles distant; and, in the face of a heavy
but ill-directed fire of grape-shot from three batteries, and of
musketry from the shore and from the brig and garda-costa at
anchor, Lieutenant Lewis and his party boarded and carried both
vessels without the slightest loss, their crews abandoning them
as the British approached. The Spaniards, in the course of
their preparations, had hauled the brig and schooner aground,
stripped them of their sails and running rigging, and lashed
them to the shore. Hence no exertions on the part of the
British, although continued for ten hours and a half, could re-
move them. As the men were now falling fast under the inces-
sant fire to which they had so long been ex(rosed, Lieutenant
Lewis quickly destroyed the two vessels and retreated to the
offing. This he at length accemplished, but with so seriousa
loss, as one master’s mate (Alfred Smith) and five seamen and
marines killed, and himself (slightly), Lieutenant Nagle, the
gunner, one midshipman (Samuel Marshall), and eight seamen
and marines wounded.

On the 18th of August Lieutenant Andrew M‘Culloch, with
the barge of the British 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Galates,
Captain George Sayer, cruising off the Spanish main, pursued
some miles up a river near Puerto-Caballo a Spanish schooner
privateer, of three long 6 and 4 pounders, with swivels and
musketoons on stocks; and which, after an able resistance, in
which her commander and one man fell, was carried. Finding
it impracticable to bring away the schooner without danger of
his retreat being cut off, Lieutenant M‘Culloch removed the
prisoners into his boat and blew her up. This gallant little
enterprise was executed with so small a loss on the British side
-as one man slightly wounded.

On the 21st Lieutenant Harry Walker in the barge, without
any loss whatever, drove on shore and completely destroyed, in
the vicinitiof the last exploit, another fine privateer-schooner,
armed with swivels and small-arms.

On the 9th of October, cruising off Barcelona, Captain Sayer
despatched three boats under the direction of Lieutenant Richard
Gittins, first of the frigate, assisted by master’s mate John Green
and James Scanlan the boatswain, to cut out some vessels at
anchor in the above port. As the boats approached the harbour,
a heavy fire of round and grape was simultaneously opened upon
them from three batteries, accompanied by musketry from them
and the beach, to which the three schooners to be carried were
moored head and stern. In spite of these obstacles, the British
succeeded in boarding and bringing out the vessels; and,
although exposed for an hour and a half to the.fire above noticed,
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of the good direction of which the injury done to the matériel of
the boats and prizes afforded proof, did not have a man hurt.

On the 12& of November, in the morning, the Galatea,
cruising off the island of Guadaloupe, gave chase to a suspicious
schooner in the north-west. After a few hours’ chase, and when
she was getting near to the schooner, the Galatea became be-
calmed. Captain Sayer now despatched in pursuit of the vessel
the boats of the frigate, under the orders of Lieutenants Gittins
and Walker. Just as the boats had got near enough to return
the schooner’s fire with their musketry, and were on the point of
boarding her, the French colours came down. The prize proved
to be the Réunion, a fine copper-bottomed schooner of 10 guns,
from La Guayra bound to Martinique ; and not a man in the
boats received the slightest injury. '

On the 23d of August, in the morning, the British 38-gun
frigate Arethusa, Captain Charles Brisbane, and 44-gun frigate
Anson, Captain Charles Lydiard, cruising off Havana, discovered
to leeward of them, and within two miles of the Mona-castle, the
Spanish 34-gun frigate Pomona, from Vera-Cruz, with specie
and merchandise, using her utmost efforts, against a scant wind
and a strong north-east current, to enter the harbour. Finding
herself closely pushed by the frigates and driven to leeward of
her port by the current, the Pomona bore up, and anchored in
three and a half fathoms’ water, within pistol-shot of a castle,
mounting 11 long 36-pounders ;* and situated about two leagues
to the eastward of the Moro. Here she was presently reinforced
by 10 gun-boatst from Havana, each mounting 2 long 24-

ounder, with 60 or 70 men ; and which immediately formed in
ine ahead of the frigate.

Observing, as they bore up in chase, that the Pomona had
anchored, each of the two British frigates passed a cable through
the stern-port, to be ready to do the same in a position for
cannonading with effect. At 10 A.m., the Anson and Arethusa
came to anchor, the first abreast of the line of Spanish gun-
boats, the other on her consort’s starboard quarter, in only one
foot water more than she drew, and close alongside of the
Pomona. A warm action now commenced between the two
British frigates on the one part, and, on the other, the Spanish
frigate, the 10 gun-boats, and the battery on shore. In 35
minutes the Pomona struck her colours, and was taken possession
of ; and all the gun-boats had previously been blown up, sunk,
or driven on shore. The castle continued the cannonade a short
time longer, firing red-hot shot occasionally, until the explosion
of a part of the battery put an entire stop to the action.

The fire of the gun-boats had been so ill-directed, that the

* The official account says 16 ; but the number in the text is from an
Havana account, in this instance more likely to be correct.

1+ The official account says 12. One Havana account says 10, another
seven.
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7Anson had not 2 man hurt. The Arethusa, however, did not
escape €0 fortunately, having had two seamen killed, the

tein (but who did not quit the deck), one lieutenant (Henry
Higman), one Leutenant of marines (John Fennell), 27 seamen,.
and two marines wounded. The hot shot from the castle had
also set the frigete on fire; but the exertions of ber officers and
men soon extinguisbed the flames. The Pomona mounted 38
Jong guns and carronades (long twelves on the main deck), with
& complement of 347 men; of whom it appears, her m and
20 men were killed, two lieutenants and 30 men wounded.

The money, belonging to the King of Spain, had been landed
at the castle by the governor of Havana and the Spanish admiral;
‘both of whom had come out purposely to anchor the Pomona in
a place of safety, and had only quitted her 10 minutes before
the action commenced. There was, however, a considerable
quantity of plate and merchandise still on board, which fell to
the share of the captors. The Pomona, under the name of Cuba,
was afterwards added to the British navy, and the first lieute-
mants of the Arethusa and Anson, John Parish and Thomas Bal
Sullivan, deserved the reward of promotion for their gallantry in
this action, which they shortly afterwards obtained for the cap~
ture of Curagoa.

On the 29th of August, in the evening, the British 20-gun
ship Bacchante, Captain James Richard Dacres, cruising off
Santa-Martha on the Spanish main, sent her boats, under the
command of Lieutenant George Norton, assisted by John Howard
the gunner, master’s mates Henry Overend and Joseph Birch,
lieutenant of marines John M. Pli?::her, William Leriche purser,
and Robert Burnett the carpenter, to attempt the capture or
destruction of some Spanish vessels at anchor in the harbour.
On the 30th, at 1 a. M., the boats arrived at the entrance of the
harbour, and immediately dashed for the vessels, under a tre-
sendous fire from them, the batteries, and the beach, where
-several field-pieces had been stationed. Notwithstanding this
heavy fire, Lieutenant Norton and his party, without incurring
any loss, succeeded in bringing out one armed brig and two
armed feluccas.

Having received information that several privateers were in
the habit of resorting to the small ports of Batabano and
Trmidad in the island of Cuba, Vice-admiral Dacres, the
commander-in-chief at Jamaica, detached Captain George Le
‘Geyt, with the 18-gun ship-sloop Stork, the 14-gun schooner-
sloop Supérieure, Captain gdward Rushworth, and schooners
Flying-Fish, of 12 guns, Lieutenant James Glassford Gooding,
-and Pike, of four guns, Lieutenant Jobhn Ottley, to endeavour to
capture or destroy the marauders.

" 'Withi this purpose in view, the four British vessels, on the
25th. of August, set sail from Port-Royal, and on the 30th at
daylight made the Isle of Pines. At noon, when abreast of the
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south-west point, a schooner was discovered at an anchor high up
the bight. Captain Le Geyt immediately sent a lieutenant and
eight men to assist the 19 or 20 composing the crew of the Pike,
and directed Lieutenant Ottley to make sail in chase. As soon
as the Pike hauled her wind for that purpose, the schooner,
which was 2 Spanish garda-eosta of 10 gims and 45 men, got
under way, In a short time the Pike arrived within gun-shot;
and, after the exchange of two broadsides her opponent made
sail. Pursuing her closely, however, the Pike compelled the
.garda~costa to haul down her colours, and returned with her to
the Stork, then with the remaining two schoomers riding at
anchor.

It now appearing that, owing to the shallowness of the water,
the Stork could not proceed any further towards Batabano,
which was 30 leagues distant, Captain Le Geyt sent an officer
and a party of men to the Supérieure, and directed Captain
Rushworth, after lightening as much as Eonsible his own vessel
and the Flying-Fish, to take the three schooners and endeavour
to execute the service. The Supérieure, Flying Fish, and Pike
accordingly made sail ; but, owm% to the intricacy of the navi~

tion, they did not arrive off Point Gonda, 22 miles from

atabano, until the 2d of September. Here they anchored, and
at midnight weighed and stood over to the harbour, intending to
be abreast of it before daydawn, but were prevented by baflling
. winds from reaching it until broad daylight. \

Taking with him 18 men belonging to the Stork, 35 from the
Supérieure, and 10 from the Flying-Fish, Captain Rushworth
then landed about two miles to windward of the battery at
Batabano. Leaving the men of the Flying-Fish in charge of the
boats, Captain Rushworth proceeded with the remaining 53 to
attack the battery ; but the marshy irregular ground so impeded
the progress of the British, that tz’e enemy was enabled to send
a party of soldiers to waylay them in the thick bushes. The
advanced division of Captain Rushworth’s party, however,
charged and completely routed the Spanish soldiers, leaving two
dead and one wounded of their number. By this time a general
alarm had spread, and the militia and the men from the shipping
had joined the stationary regulars in front, Finding his retreat
thus cut off, Captain Rushworth pushed forward to gain the fort.
This he and his men carried in the short space of three minutes,
the Spaniards retreating after firing two guns and a volley of
small-arms. The battery thus gallantly taken mounted six long
18-pounders on travelling carriages. 'i:hese the British imme~
diately spiked, and then' proceeded to take possession of the
vessels in the harbour, which cousisted of one felucca pierced for
14 guns, but having only ene lomg 18-pounder mounted, a
schooner pierced for 12 guns, a French privateer of four guns,
and three Spanish privateers of one gun each. Besides these
armed vessels, there were six carrying cargoes. Entire possession

82
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was taken of all the above vessels, and the British got back to
their schooners with so slight a loss as one man badly wounded.
The names of the officers, who accompanied Captain Rushworth
in this very gallant and successful enterprise, he thus alludes to:
¢ T also feel it my duty to state the great assistance I received
from Lieutenants Russell and Murray, and Sub-lieutenants
Blake and Brown.” Unfortunately we cannot, in this instance,
give the names With greater precision.

On the 9th of September, at noon, as the British 22-gun ship
Constance, Captain Alexander Saunderson Burrowes, and gun-
‘brigs Strenuous, Lieutenant John Nugent, and Sharpshooter,
Lieutenant John Goldie, were beating to the westward from their
anchorage off Saint-Malo, they discovered a French frigate-built
ship endeavouring to pass between them and Cape Fr(gzal. The
latter was the flte or store-ship Salamandre, of 26 guns (22 long
8-pounders and four 24-pounder carronades), and a crew of at
least 80 men, commanded by Lieutenant de vaisseau Victor-
Amédée Salomon, from Saint-Malo, bound to Brest, with a
cargo of ship-timber. Finding herself closely pursued, with no
chance of escape by dint of sailing, the Salamandre ran on shore
among some rocks, and close under a battery. The Strenuous
had so advanced in the pursuit as to be in danger of sharing the
same fate ; and it was only by great exertions that the brig got
clear. The British squadron anchored for the night. On the
following morning the wind greatly increased ; and, the French
ship, the battery on the hill, and the troops on shore, appearing
too formidable to be attacked by boats, under such unfavourable
circumstances, Captain Burrowes, who, indeed, believed the
Salamandre to be irretrievably lost, weighed and steered for the
island of Jersey.

As soon as the coast was clear and the tide served, the
Salamandre, with the assistance afforded her from the shore, got
off, and, being too much damaged to proceed on her voyage,
returned to Smint-Malo. Here, after repairing her damages, the
Salamandre remained, watching an opportunity to escape, until
the morning of the 12th of October; when, the wind being fair
and no enemy to be seen in the offing, she put tosea. Itso
‘happened, that at 6 A. M. the Constance and Strenuous, accom-
panied now, instead of the Sharpshooter, by the 16-gun brig-
sloop Sheldrake, Captain John Thicknesse, and the hired armed
cutter Britannia, had weighed from off the island of Chausey,
with a light breeze at south-east, purposely to reconnoitre the
port of St.-Malo, At about 8 a.m. the Salamandre was dis-
covered off Cape Fréhel, and was immediately chased, the
British vessels having to employ their sweeps on account of the
lightness of the breeze. At about noon the Salamandre suc-
ceeded in getting into the bay of Erqui, close in with the rocke.
She there carried out bow and quarter springs, and made every
preparation for an obstinate defence, having the aid of a two-gun
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battery on an adjacent hill, and of one or two field-pieces and a
few troops stationed on the beach.

The Sheldrake, outsailing the Strenuous, led into the bay on
the starboard tack, and the Constance whose greater draught of
water would have obliged her to be cautious in her advance,
even could she, with so little wind, have headed her consorts,
followed the Strenuous., Atabout 1h. 45m. P. M. the Sheldrake
opened her fire on the Salamandre; as did the Strenuous and
Constance, in succession, as they advanced. At a few minutes
past 2 p. M., when the Constance, by sweeping, had arrived
within pistol-shot on the enemy’s beam, the signal was made to
anchor; and, as soon as all three British vessels had done
so, a spirited cannonade was maintained between them, the
Salamandre, and the shore. At about the height of the action
Captain Burrowes was killed by a grape-shot, and at 3 p.m. the
Salamandre, having hauled down her colours, was taken pos-
session of by the master of the Constance. Soon afterwards the
wind, which blew right on the shore, began to freshen; and at
5 p. M, the Constance, having had her cables cut by the fire of
the battery, took the ground. In this helpless state the Con-
stance remained exposed to a heavy fire of round-shot, grape,
and musketry. C :

The surviving officers and crew of the Constance had now no
alternative but to endeavour to save themselves. Accordingly,
at 5 h. 30 m. .M., all that were able quitted the ship in the boats,
leaving the wounded to the care of the enemy.- These amounted
to her first lieutenant (George Spencer Richards, slightly), her
boatswain (Daniel M‘Cawley, gadly)‘, and ‘14 seamen and
marines, including four of the latter wounded mortally; the
killed, to eight besides the captain. The Sheldrake had one
seaman killed and two wounded, and the Strenuous, who had
her fore topmast shot away, one midshipman (Robert Bond)
and four seamen and marines wounded ; making the total of
the British loss 10 killed and 23 wounded, exclusive of 38
officers and men that were made prisoners in an unsuccessful
attempt to save the Constance, on her again floating at the rising'
of the tide.

The Salamandre, mounting, as already stated, 26 guns with a
crew, as admitted, of 80 men,* lost her captain, M. Salomon,
and it was supposed about 29 men killed. Of her loss in
wounded, all that can be stated is that nine, of whom two after~
wards died, were received on board the Sheldrake. The Sala-
mandre went on shore almost immediately after she had surren- -
dered ; and the British not being able to get her off| set fire to
and destroyed her. .

Between the above account, and that given by Captain Thick-
nesse in his letter to the admiralty, there are some, as respects

* The British official account says 150 men,
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* the part performed by the Coustance, not unimportant variations.
The official letter states, that the surrender of the Salamandre
dccurred at 4 p. M., and that the first lieutenant of the Sheldrake
took possession of the prize. As it nowhere appears, n that
letter,P:: what time the mmnce struck the ground, the infer-
ence may be that she did so pending the action with the French
ship; whereas, according to the testimony of an officer of the
Constance, the latter did not touch the ground until two hours
dfter the Salamandre had hauled down her colours and the
master been sent to take possession. It was the shot from the
French battery that, by cutting her cables, drove the Constance
on shore. According to the official letter, the force of the Sala-
mandre was “26 long 12 and 18 pounders ;” but we still believe
our account to be correct. The Constance is also represented as
“ g perfect wreck :”” whereas the French, on the third day, as we
understand, got the Constance into St.-Malo and afterwards
repaired her for sea.

_ In the month of September Commodore Sir Samuel Hood
cruised off Rochefort with the following squadron: -

.

Gun-ship
98 Windsor-Castle . . .Captain Charles Boyles.
Centaur . ... . .Commod. Sir Samuel Hood.
Achille. . . . . . Captain Richard King.
74< Monarch . . . . . s Richard Lee.
Revenge . . . . . , SirJohn Gore.
Mars . . 4 « . « 5 Wiliam Lukin.

16 Atalante . . . . . »  Joseph Ore Masefield.

On the 25th, at 1 a.m., as the above squadron, with the
wind at north by east, was stretching in upon the larboard tack
for Chasseron I}i'ghthouse, then distant six or seven leagues,
seven sail were discovered to leeward. At this time the Revenge
was to windward of the Centaur, the Monarch, who had first
made the signal for an enemy, to leeward and a mile and a half
ahead of her, and the Mars on her starboard bow. The remain-
ing ships of the British squadron were considerably in the rear.
In expectation that the strangers or a part of them, were line-of-
battle ships, a signal was made to form the line; but the almost
immediate discovery that they were frigates, caused the signal
for a general chase to be substituted. The strangers were &
French squadron which had escaped the preceding evening
from Rochefort, bound to the West Indies, and consisted of the

K]

h Gun.-frig. )
Gloire . . . . . . Commod. Eléon.-Jean<Nicolas Soleil.
- 40d Infatigable. . . . .Captain Joseph-Maurice Girardias.
¢ Minerve . . . . . ,  Joseph Collet.
© LAmide. . . . . . , - Jean-Jacques-Jude Langlois.
86 Thémis. . . »  Nicolas Jugan.

Brig-corvetias, Lynx and Syl
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- Nearly as soon as seen, the French squadron bore up, and
steered south-south-west under all sail. s’ilhe British ships bore
away also; whereby the Revenge, who lay well to windward,.
‘was thrown very far astern. At 4 A. M., when the French squa ,
dron was about eight miles ahead of the Centaur, the Monarch.
had arrived nearly within gun-shot of the rearmost frigate, the
Armide. At 5 aA.m. the Monarch began firing her bow-chasers.
at the -latter; who returned the fire with her stern-guns, the.
frigates having previously hoisted French colours, and the com-
modore his broad pendant. At 6 aA.m. the Infatigable, which.
was the weathermost frigate, hauled to the northward, and was.
Jla‘nrsued by the Mars; while the leewardmost frigate, the:

hémis, accompanied by the two brigs, bore up to the south-
waxd, and, no unengagen{ ship being near enough to pursue them,
effected their escape.

The three remawning French frigates, the Gloire, Armide, and.
Minerve, now kept in close order"ﬁ: mutual support. At about
10 a.x. the Monarch opened her starboard guns upon the two
rearmost frigates, and a very heavy cannonade ensued between
her and them: so much to the disadvantage of the Monareh,
<hiefly because the heavy swell prevented her, during a great
part of the time, from opening her lowerdeck ports, that, in'
about 20 minutes, she was much disabled, and scarcely ma-
mageable, At 11 a.m., the Centaur got up, and commenced a:
heavy fire from her larboard guns upon the Gloire and Armide;
while the Monarch continued engaging the Minerve. All three:
frigates kept up a smart and harassing fire in return. At
11h. 45m. a.m. the Armide struck to the Ceataur; and soon
after noon, the Minerve struck to the Monarch. By this time
the Mars had also overtaken and captured the Infatigable. Thus
left to herself, in the midst of foes so numerous and powerful,
the Giloire, as a last resource, hauled up, and made sail to the
westward. The Centdur, carrying all the canvass she was
enabled to set, pursued her. At 2 h. 30 m. p.x. the Mars, who
bad joined in the chase, and who, from the entire state of her-
rigging and sails, was at this time the most effective ship, opened:
her fire upon the Gloire, and at 3 p.m. compelled the latter to
heul down her colours. )
. So determined a resistance on the part of the French frigates,
of the three, at least, that kept together, was not without its
effect. . The Centaur had eight of her fore, and five of her main
shrouds shot away ; also the main spring-stay, slings of the main
grd, the chief of the topmast and topﬁllant rigging and.

tays, together with her jib-boom. Her bowsprit, foremast,
fore yard, manmast, and main yard, were each shot through in
several places; and her running rigging and sails cut to pieces..
As a proof that the Frenchmen had chiefly this object in view,
the Centaur’s loss amounted to only one seaman and two marinea
killed, her captain and three seamen wounded. . Sir Samuel's
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wound was a very serious one. While leaning with his right
hand on the railing of the quarterdeck, giving orders, a mus-
ket-ball entered and passed through between the wrist and the
elbow, lodging below the shoulder. The shattered condition
of the arm rendered amputation necessary.

The damages of the Monarch were of a similar description to
those of the Centaur, except that the former had her main top-
ﬁllantmast shot away, and was more hit in the hull. The

onarch’s loss amounted to one midshipman (William Buddin)
' and three seamen killed, one lieutenant (John Anderson), her
boatswain (Peter Duffy), one midshipman (John Geary), 15 sea-
men, and seven marines wounded; total, on board the two ships,
nine killed and 29 wounded. The Mars, the only ship besides
these, that took, or could take, any part in the engagement, sus-
tained a slight injury in her sails and rigging, but, although
hulled eight or ten times, escaped without any loss.

. The Gloire mounted 46 guns, and each of the other French’
frigates 44; long 18s on the main deck, and long eights, with
iron 36-pounder carronades, on the quarterdeck and %orecastle.
They each had on board, including troops, about 650 men, and
were full of stores, arms, ammunition, and provisions. No doubt
it was owing to their being so deeply laden, that these frigates
were not able, in the first instance, to escape from the line-of-
battle ships. :

Sir Samuel, in his official letter, promises to make a return,
as soon as possible, of the loss sustained by the captured fri-
gates ; merely stating, that the result of their “obstinate’ re-
sistance was attended with much slaughter.” No doubt the
Gloire, Armide, and Minerve severally suffered a very heavy
loss, and were proportionably cut up in rigging, masts and
hull, Such gallant. conduct on the part of the %‘rench ships
merited a circumstantial account of the state, in point of damage
and loss, in which they were at their sufrender ; and, admitting
that the promised return was transmitted to the admiralty, it
ought to have been published in the Gazette,if only as an act
of justice towards a brave enemy.

hese captured frigates were of very large dimensions. The

Minerve measured 1101, the Armide 1104, the Gloire 1153,
and the Infatigable 1157 tons. They were all added to the
British navy; the first under the name of Alceste, the last, of
Immortalité, and the other two under their French names.

* On the 31st of October, 1805, a French squadron, composed
of the new 74-gun ship Régulus, 40-gun frigates Présidente and
Cybele, and brig-corvette Surveillant, under the orders of com-
modore Jean-Marthe-Adrien L’'Hermitte, sailed out of the port
of Lorient, on a predatory cruise, first along the- western coast
of Africa, and subsequently in the Antilles. It had been Napo-.
léon’s intention to have embarked on board this squadron, to'
which another frigate or two were to have been added, 1000.
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men, for the purpose of taking one of the British African settle--
ments, thereby to have drawn off a division of the Channel
fleet. The command, both afloat and on shore, was to have
been given to the emperor’s brother Jérome ; but the latter was
to have been attended by two intelligent officers, one belonging
to each service, to prevent him from committing blunders.

Oun his first cruising ground M. L’'Hermitte took and de-
stroyed several British slave-ships and merchant vessels, and
was fortunate enough, on the 6th of January, to capture the
British 18-gun ship-sloop Favourite, Captain John Davie. The
French commodore manned the latter as a cruiser, and, it is
believed, sent home the Surveillant. According to a loose state-
ment in the French newspapers, this brig afterwards attacked a-
large English letter-of-marque ship, and was sunk by her.

- After committing sad depredations on the African coast, the
squadron proceeded to the Brazls to refit. M. L’Hermitte
again put to sea, and cruised a short time in the West Indies;
when, on the 20th of August, being in latitude 22° 26’ north,
and longitude 55° west, on his return to Europe, he was over-
taken, and his ships dispersed’ by, the hurricane which proved
so destructive in all parts of the Atlantic. The frigate Cybele,
having lost her topmasts, steered for the United States, and on
the 1st of September anchored in Hampton roads; but the
Régulus and El):‘rés.idente, being so fortunate as to retain their
masts, were enabled to steer for France.

* On the 27th of September, at 3 h. 30 m. A.M., having sepa~
rated from her companion, and got as near home as latitude 47°
17’ north, longitude 6° 52' west, the Présidente fell in with a
British squadron of six sail of the line, under Rear-admiral Sir
Thomas Louis, in the Canopus. Chase was immediately given
by the squadron; and the 18-gun brig-sloop Despatch (sixteen
32-pounder carronades and two long sixes), Captain Edward
Hawkins, soon became the leading vessel in the pursuit. By
4 p. M. the Despatch had got within three miles of the Prési-
dente, and was gaining fast upon her. At 5 h. 30 m. p.M. the
brig shortened sail, and at 6h. 45 m. commenced firing her
bow guns at the frigate; who returned the fire with her stern-
chasers. A running fight between the Despatch and Prési-
- dente was thus maintained until about 7 h. 45 m. p.M.; when
the latter bore up and stood towards the British squadron, the
nearest ship of which, the 38-gun frigate Blanche, Captain Sir
Thomas Lavie, was about three miles astern of the brig. The
Canopus shortly afterwards fired a distant shot at the French
frigate, who thereupon hauled down her colours, and was taken
possession of by the brig. So says the log of the Despatch ;
also that the Présidente had previously struck to her. The
letter . of Rear-admiral Louis contains no particulars; although
it would have been but fair to have given the brig the credit
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which was due to her, that of having, when no ship was at hand
to assist her, so boldly engaged a heavy French frigate.

. The Despatch had her rigging much cut by the fire of the
Présidente, and received one shot in her larboard bow between:
wind and water, but fortunately bad not a man hurt. The
French frigate mounted 44 guns, long 18 and 8 pounders, with.
36-pounder carronades, and had a crew of 330 men. She did
not, as far as appears, sustain any damage or loss from the fire
<f her tiny antagomist. The Présidente measured 1148 tons,
was a remarkably fine frigate, and become a great acquisition to
the British navy. The Seringapatam, and several of the 1
class of 18-pounder frigates still building, are from the draught
of this French frigate, which, in the year 1815, was named
Piémontaise. o
's The two remainin shig; of M. L'Hermitte’s squadron sub-
sequently arrived safe in France; the Régulus, on the 6th of
©October, at Brest,and the Cybele, in the course of the following
year, at Rochefort or Lorient.

- On the 18th of October, in the morning, as the British 18-
pounder 36-gun frigate Caraline, Captain Peter Rainier, was

ing possession of the Dutch 14-gun brig Zeerop, Captain
root, at anchor between Middleby and Amsterdam islands, off

the coast of Java, the Dutch 36-gun frigate Pheenix was seen t»
alip from Onroost, and run for Batavia road ; where also was
lying, as communicated by the officers of the Zeerop, the Dutch
36-gun frigate Maria-Riggersbergen, Captain Jager. The
Caroline instantly proceeded in chase, and socon discovered the
Maria-Riggersbergen, in company with the 14-gun ship-corvette
William and brig Zee-Ploeg, and the Dutch Company’s armed
ship Patriot of 18 guns. Not at all dismayed by a force appa-
rently so formidable, Captain Rainier, placing springs on bot!
his cables, ran straight for the Maria ; who, on the arrival of the
Caroline within gun-shot, opened her fire. No return, however,
was made, until the Caroline had got as close as the wind would
permit her, which was within half pistol-shot. The latter them
opened her fire, and, in half an hour, compelled the Maris,
although partially assisted by the three vessels already named
and some gun-boats, to strike her colours. Thirty other gun-
boats lay in-shore, but did not attempt to come out. -

The Caroline mounted altogether 42 guns, with a complement,
deducting 57 men that were absent, of 204 men and boys. .Qf
these she had three seamen, and four Dutch prisoners who weze
in the hold, killed, a lieutenant of marines (Zachary Williams,
mortally), 16 seamen, and one marine wounded. Nota apar was
shot away, and very little damage done either to masts, rigging,
or hull. The Maria-Riggershergen was a frigate similar in sise
and force to the Pallas,* and therefore mounted 12, and not “ }&

N Lo . * S“Pm . oo B PRI
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ders,” as stated by mistake in the official account. The

h frigate had commenced the action with 270 men and
boys; of whom she lost, as represented by her officers, 50 in
killed and wounded. Her foretopsail yard was shot in two, and
her rigging, masts, and hall, more or less injured by the Caro--
line’s heavy broadsides. :

- It is reasenable to suppose that, had the Maria~-Riggersber--
gen’s consorts, admitting them to have 'been in a situation to do
80, co-operated more effectually, the Caroline would have found
greater difficulty in capturing the Dutch frigate. This by no
means detracts from the merit of Captain Rainier, his officers,
and men; who deserve every credit for having ventured to at-
tack a force of such apparent superiority, as well as for bring-
mg the combat, by the vigorous means they employed, to so
speedy a termination.

- 'The Maria-Riggersbergen was purchased into the service by
Rear-admiral Sir Edward Pellew, the British commander-in-chief
on the East-India station, and named the Java, but, in a very few
months afterwards, became the grave of her officers and crew.
- On the 27th of November Rear-admiral Pellew arrived off the’

road of Batavia with the following squadron :
‘Guaeskip
{Culloden............... { Rear-ad. (r.) Sir Edward Pellew, Bart.
74

Captain Christopher Cole.
Powerful.. e » Robert Plampin.
Russel ..... we . 0w Thomas Go! Caulfield.
. 64 Belligueux ose »  Gearge Byng.
Frigates, Sir-Francis-Drake and Terpsichore, brig Seaflower.

Directing the twofrigates and brig toenter the road between the
island of gnroost and Java, Sir Edward, with the line-of-battle
ships, on account of the shoalness of the water, took a circuitous
route. As soon as they observed the approach of the British
squadron, the Dutch frigate Pheenix, the two brig-corvettes
Aventurier and Zee-Ploeg, two armed ships and two armed brigs
belonging to the Dutch India-company, and several merchant
vessels ran themselves on shore. The William corvette would
have done the same, but had hauled down her colours to the
Terpsichore as the latter passed Onroost. .

The shoal water preventing the British ships from anchoring
near enough to fire with effect upon the batteries or ships lying
on shore, the rear-admiral detached, for the purpose of destroy-
ing the latter, the boats of the squadron under the orders of
Captain Fleetwaod Pellew, assisted by Lieutenant William Fitz-
william Owen, of the Sea-flower, and Lieutenant Thomas Groule,
first of the Culloden. The Sir-Francis-Drake and Terpsichore,
meanwhile, had stationed themselves in the best manner to
support the boats in their advance. On seeing the boats ap~
proach, the crew of the Pheenix scuttled and abandoned their
ship; and all the British could do on boarding her was to turm
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her guns upon the remaining vessels. These at length, together
with the Pheenix herself, were set on fire and destroyed ; and
the boats got back to their ships with so slight a loss, notwith-
standinithe heavy fire opened upon them by the batteries, as one
marine killed, and one marine and three seamen wounded.

The William corvette was found to be in so unseaworthy a
state, that she also was destroyed. The two Dutch 68-gun
ships Pluto and Revolutie, which Sir Edward had expected to
find in Batavia road, had previously retired, for greater safety, to
!,l}e fgrtiﬁed harbour of Gressie at the eastern extremity of the
island. .

. On the 23d of Qctober, in the evening, as the British 12-gun
schooner Pitt (ten 18-pounder carronades and two sixes), Lieu-
tenant Michael Fitton, was lying at an anchor in the mole of Cape
St.-Nicolas, island of St.-Domingo, the man looking out at the
mast-head reported two sail in the offing, over the neck of land
to the northward, one apparently in chase of the other. The
Pitt instantly got under way, and, it being a stark calm, swept.
berself out of the mole. In the course of the night she was
qccasionally assisted by a light land wind, and on tﬁe 24th, at
daybreak, descried three schooners, the largest evidently a priva-~
teer of force. Towards the latter the Pitt now steered; and the.
stranger, as if confident in her strength, hove to. At7 A.M.a
distant firing commenced between the two schooners; but, in
less than half an hour, the Pitt’s opponent, which was no other
than the celebrated French privateer Superbe, of 14 guns (12
long 6 and two long 8 pounders), Captain Dominique Diron,
bore up, under easy sail, after her two prizes, whom she was
conducting to the port of Baracoa in Cuba. The chase conti-
nued throughout the day and night, the greater part of the time
in calm weather, during which the crew of the Pitt plied their
sweeps with unremitting vigour.

- On the morning of t%le 25th, a breeze springing up favourable
to the Pitt, thelatter was enabled, in the course of the day, again
to get within gun-shot of the Superbe; who, having seen her
two prizes safe into Baracoa, lay to off the port, as if deter-
mined to give battle to the British schooner, M. Dominique
being well aware that, in case of discomfiture, he could run into
Baracoa, where already lay four or five freebooters like himself.
Aware, in some degree, of the Frenchman’s intention, the Pitt
‘contrived to get between the Superbe and her port,and at4 p. u.
recommenced the action. After a tolerably close cannonade of
30 or 35 minutes, the privateer again made sail ; and the Pitt,
who, in passing near Baracoa at sunset, had observed five
Pprivateers lying there, so manceuvred as to keep her opponentin
the offing.  In this way the two schooners passed the tglrd night,
the British crew having again to labour occasionally &t the
sweeps, with the additional duty of repairing their damaged -
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rigging, and of remounting and securing several of the carronades,
which, having been improperly fitted, had upset in the after-
noon’s engagement.

Early on the morning of the 26th the Superbe rounded Cape
Maize ; and, having to make Ochoa bay, where he knew there
was a detachment of Spanish troops, M. Dominique was
obliged to haul across the I?itt. Inso doing the Superbe brought
her starboard broadside to bear upon the Pitt’s larhoard bow,
and, as soon as she had succeeded 1in crossing her, ran herself on
shore among the rocks. The Superbe, with her colours still
flying, then commenced landing her crew ; and the Pitt continued
the cannonade to induce the privateer to surrender. Finding
that the Frenchmen were quitting the Superbe in great numbers,
the Pitt sent her boats, manned and armed, and took possession.

When just abreast of Ochoa bay, the Pitt had observed to
leeward the three topgallantsails of a ship; and which, by the
time the schooner had got a hawser on board her prize to attempt
to heave her off, made herself known, .by signal, as the British
16-gun ship-sloop Drake, Captain Robert Nicolas. Having
been a merchant vessel purchased into the service, the Drake
‘made very slow progress in working to windward. The sloop at
length joined company, and Captain Nicolas sent his boats to
assist in getting the prize afloat; which, after considerable exer-
tion, was accomplished.

Out of her complement of 54 men and boys, the Pitt had two
men badly and six slightly wounded. On board the Superbe,
‘whose alleged complement was 94 men, four were found dead in
her hold, and three mortally wounded. The remainder, including
‘M. Dominique himself, had escaped to the shore. The whole
loss in killed sustained by the privateer was understood to have
been 14, with a proportionate number of wounded ; most of whom,
by the aid of their companions, landed along with them.

Thus, after a 67 hours’ arduous chasé, including several inter-
wvals of close and spirited action, had a stop been put to the career
‘of one of the most formidable French privateers, coupling her
-force with the notorious character of her commander, that, for a
long time, had infested the commerce of the West Indies.
Dominique was not only a daring and experienced privateersman,
‘but he was a perfect freebooter., He detained American as well
as English vessels (the two schooners which he had sent into
-Baracoa were Americans) ; and, where he wanted a cause to cap-
" ture, was never without one to pillage. Few neutrals that
crossed his path, but left him with a serious defalcation in their
sails, rigging, or stores. . Among the papers found on board the
Superbe, was a list of captures, English, Spanish, and American,
made by Dominique, to the amount of 147,000/, sterling.

" It tas therefore some merit to have captured a privateer, so
" capable of doing. further mischief as the Superbe. Itwasa
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still greater merit tohave performed the act by s veseeldecidedly
inferior in force ; in men nearly doubls, ia guns at least aqual. -
If any thing can be said in addition, it is that the chase was
severed in during three nights, and until the -afternoon of the
third day, and that it was maintained, for the greater part of the
time, by sweeping ; a service fatiguing to the men and harassing
to the officers, the latter being obliged to be perpetually snimat-
ing the former, lest they should in thew exertions: it wes
also & mode of proiression in which the privateer, from the
increased number of her crew, possessed an immense ad:
Unfortunately for Lieutenant Fitton, having been on deck
during the whole three nights, he was too wearied fo under-
take the task of writing the official letter, although kindly
requested to do so by Captain Nicolas. The following extract
from the letter of Rear-admiral Dacres to the s of the
admiralty, enclosing the one received from Captain Nicolas, will
show what, even from the latter’s report, the farmer thomght of
the action between the Pitt and Superbe. “ The zesl and per
severance -manifested on this occasion, during so long a chase
(being upwards of 50 hours at their sweeps with onlytwo thirds
the number of men the privateer had), the very gallant conduet
of, and superior professional abilities displayed by, Mr. Fitten,
will, I trust, recommend him to the protection of their lordships.”
M. Dominique afterwards equipped a brig, which he named
““la Revanche de la Superbe,” and actually sent, by a ish
licensed trader, an invitation to Lieutenant Fitton, to meet him st
an appointed place; but the latter, by the time the message
reached him, had been superseded in the cemmand of the Pitt
by the éléve of an admiral, not to be promoted to the rank of
commander, but to be turned adrift as an unemployed lieutenant.
QOn the 20th of November the British 12-pounder 32-gun
frigate Success, Captain John Ayscough, standing in for the
land to the eastward of Cumberland harbour, island -of Cuba,
observed a small felucca running into Hidden Port, and imme-
diately despatched in pursuit of her the yawl and barge, under
the command of Lieutenant William Duke, assisted by Lieute-
mant Charles Spence, acting Lieutenant Dowell O'Reilly, and
master’s mate William Rand H
On the approach of the boats 1t was discovered that the crew
-of the felucca, about 50 in number, had landed with their smal
arms and their only long gun, and, having lashed their vessel to
the trees, bad taken post upon 2 neighbeuring hill. From
this eminence, the Spaniards fired with and musketry, in
the most determined manner, upon the as they advanced,
and at the first volley killed Lientenant Duke. After a vain
attempt, for an hour and 20 minutes, to dislodge the privateers-
men from the hill, Lieutenant Spence, with the additionalYoss of
seven wounded, mcluding Lieutenant O’Reilly, found himseif
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umable to domore than take possession of the abandoned felucea,
vblchDo' proved to be the French privateer Vengeur frem Santo-
mingo.
o On %he same night, while the 12-pounder 32-g('}un frigate
heus, Captain Thomas Briggs, was cruising in Campeach:
bar)!'), ber hrgg, commanded bygg'h;vtemt George Ballard Vim';{
very gallantly boarded and carried, without loss, the Spanish
schooner Dolores, mounting one long 3 and two 4 pounder ear-
riage-guns and four swivels, with 34 men ; and which vessel had
just been sent out from Campeachy for the express purpose of
attacking the frigate’s boats. :

On the 13th of December, at 8 A.M., Cape San-Martin, coast
of Spain, bearing south-south-west six leagues, the British 16-
gun brig-sloop Halcyon (fourteen 24-pounder carronades and
two long sixes,) Captain Henry Whitmareh Pearse, perceived
three sail standing towards her from the land. Being on con-
trary tacks, the two parties closed fast; and, when about four
miles apart, the Halcyon discovered the strangers to be an armed
ship, brig, and xebec. At this time, -also, five settees were seen
from the tops, coming from the same quarter. The object now
was, to en before the reinforcement arrived ; and the Haleyon,
acoordinglgy, tened to close with the three vessels already-so
confidently approaching her. At 10h. 30 m. a. m., being within
musket-shot, t}l)le armed ship, brig, and xebec hoisted Spanish
colours, and commenced the action. As soon as she got abreast
of the second vessel, the Halcyon tacked, and thus brought her
three opponents to closer action; which lasted until noon, when
their fire slackened. At half an hour after noen, it being nearly
a calm, the brig and xebec, assisted by their sweeps and boats,
hauled off to the southward. The ship, which was nearest to the
Halcyon, endeavoured to do the same to the northward ; but the
latter swept after her, and in the course of an hour got close
alongside, when the Spanish corvette Neptuno, of 14 long 12-
pounders and 72 men, struck her colours.

Of her 94 men and boys, the Halcyon was short 16, but had
on board four very active passengers. Having fired chiefly at the
rigging of the Halcyon, the Neptuno destroyed that effectually,
but did not injure 2 man on board of her. What loss the Nep-
tuno sustained is not stated in the official account; but it was
probably severe. The brig was the Virgine-de-Solidad, of 14
iong 12 and 8 pounders, and 78 men, and the xebec, the Vives,
of 12 long 8 and 6 pounders, and 66 men, both national vessels.
The two latter escaping, their loss in the action, if any, could not
be acertained.

The five settees were about three miles off when the Neptuno
was deserted by her two comserts. On observing the circum~
stance, the former returned towards the shore, and entered the
port of Denia. This action between the Halcyor and the above
three armed vessels, was one of considerable gallantry on the
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art of Captain Pearse, and must have inspired the Spaniards,
if further confirmation were wanted, with a very high opinion of
the prowess of British seamen.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS.—CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

In the autumn of 1805 a small British squadron, composed of
three 64-gun ships, one 50-gun-ship, and four frigates and
‘sloops, under the orders of Commodore Sir Home Popham,
having in charge a fleet of transports and Indiamen, containing
about 5000 troops, commanded by Major-general Sir David
Baird, sailed from England, or rather, the ships of war having
assembled there from different points, from the island of Madeira,
for the real but concealed purpose of reducing the Cape of Good
-‘Hope. That squadron consisted of the

Gun-ship

. Commodore Sir Home Popham.
64 Disdem . . . . . ... { Captain Hugh Downmxm.p
Raisonable . . . . . . . »  Josias Rowley.
Belliqueux . . . . . . . »  George Byng.
50 Diomede . . . . . . . »  Joseph Edmonds.
Gun-frig.
88 Leda . . . . . . . . » . Robert Honyman.
" 82 Narcissus . . . . . . . »  Ross Donnelly.

Brig-sloop Espoir, and gun-brig Encounter.

Having touched at St.-Salvador for refreshments, the expedi-
tion sailed again on the 26th of November, and on the 4th of
January, in the evening, reached the preconcerted anchorage, to
the westward of Robben island. It was now too late to do more
than take a superficial view of Blaw-berg bay, where it was pro-

sed to land the main body of the army, and, by means of the

da frigate and a part of the transports, make a demonstration
off Green island ; which latter service was ably executed by
Captain Honyman. - .

On the 5th, at 3 A.m., the troops were put in the boats and
assembled alongside the brig-sloop Espoir, Captain William
King ; but the surf ran so high that a landing was deemed im-
;))racticable, and the troops returned to their ships. Sir Home

opham, accompanied by Sir David Baird, then embarked in
the Espoir, and closely examined the whole coast from Craig’s
tower to Lospard’s bay, but could not discover any part where
2 boat could land without extreme danger. The probability that
some of the French squadrons, known to be at sea, would arrive
with reinforcements rendered it highly important that the dis-
-embarkation should be effected as speedily as possible. It was
therefore resolved, notwithstanding the difficulty which the
troops would experience in advancing, to land them at Saldanha
bay. With this object in view, the transports containing the
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38th regiment, the cavalry ships, and a proportion of artillery,
under the orders of Brigadier-general Beresford, preceded by the
Espoir and escorted by the Diomede, sailed for that destination.

ust as the Diomede had weighed the westerly wind began to
abate; and on the morning of the 6th, it appearing that the surf
during the night had considerably subsided, measures were
taken to land the remainder of the troops at the spot originally
fixed upon. The Diadem, Leda, and Encounter, then stationed
themselves in a situation to render the most effectual assistance,
and the boats of the Raisonable and Belliqueux, containing two
regiments and some field-pieces, rendezvoused alongside the two
first-named ships. At that moment the gun-brig Protector,
Lieutenant Sir George Morat Keith, Bart., joined the squadron,
and was placed by Captain Rowley, an officer of great local ex-
perience, to the northward, so as to cross the fire of the En-
counter, and more effectually cover the landing of the troops.
Captain Downman, at the same time, stood in with a light
transport brig, drawing only six feet, to run her on shore as a
breakwater.

Owing to these excellent arrangements, and the absence of
any obstruction on the part of the enemy, the greater part of the
troops effected their landing in the course of the afternoon ; but
unfortunately not without a serious casualty, 35 men of the 93d
regiment being lost owing to the upsetting of a boat, occasioned
by the eagerness of the troops to get on shore, whereby the line
of beach became extended further than was prudent. The surf
increasing considerably as the day shut in, the remainder of the
troops were not landed until the morning of the 7th.

The commodore, with the Leda, Encounter, and Protector,
and a division of transports containing the battering train, then
proceeded to the head of Blaw-berg bay, and, by firing over the
bank towards the Salt Pans, drove the enemy from an eligible
%osition in that neighbourhood. On the morning of the 8th the

ritish army, about 4000 strong, and formed into two brigades,.
with two howitzers and six light field-pieces, moved off towards.
the road that leads to Cape-town, and, having ascended the
summit of the Blaw berg, or Blue mountain, and dislodged a

arty of the enemy’s light troops there stationed, discovered the:
g)utch main body, supposed to consist of about 5000 men, chiefly
cavalry, with 23 pieces of cannon, under the command of Lieu-
tenant-general Janssens, These, after giving and returning a
few rounds of cannon and musketry, retired from before the
‘British bayonet ; suffering a loss in killed and wounded, as re-
presented, of 700 men, while the loss on the part of the British
amounted to no more than 15 killed, 189 wounded, and eight
missing.

On the 9th General Baird reached Salt river, where he pro-
posed encamping to await the arrival of his battering train ; gut,

aflag of truce arriving from the commanding officer of the town
YOL. IV. T
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with offers to capitulate, the British troops, as agreed upon,
took possession of Fort Knocke. On the following morning, the
10th, articles of capitulation were signed, in due form, by Lieu-
tenant-colonel Van-Prophalow on the part of the Dutch, and by
the general and commodore on the part of the British ; and on
the 12th the latter took possession of Cape-town and its depen-
dencies, on the several batteries of which were mounted 113

ieces of brass, and 343 pieces of iron ordnance. General

anssens, who after the battle of the 8th had retired to Hot-
tentot Holland’s Kloof, a pass leading to the district of Zwel-
lendam, was at length induced to surrender upon terms, by
which the conquest of the colony was completed, and its internal
tranquillity secured ; the British agreeing that the Dutch general
and his army should not be considered as prisoners of war, and
should be conveyed to Holland at the former’s expense.

As is customary in combined operations of the army and navy,
a detachment a(:?Seamen and marines, under the appropriate
designation of marine battalion, served on shore. 'Fhe ardy
seamen rendered themselves particularly useful in forwarding the
supplies, and would have been still more so had the batterin
train accompanied the troops. The whole force thus employ:
was commanded by Captain Byng ; who had under him Captain
George Nicholas Hardinge, a passenger on board the Belliqueux,
on his way to join his ship, the new teak-built 36—§un frigate
Salsette, and Lieutenants ¢ Pigot, Graham, Sutherland, Mingay,
and Pearce.”* Among those who rendered themselves extremely
useful in the operations going on, were the following captains of
the honourable company’s ships : William Edmeades; of the
William-Pitt, John Cameron, of the Duchess-of-Gordon, Henry
Christopher, of the Sir-William-Pulteney, and James Moring, of
the Comet.

On the 4th of March the French 40-gun frigate Volontaire,
Captain Bretel, whom we have already mentioned as one of the
squadron of Rear-admiral Willaumes, on its way to the Cape,{
deceived by the Dutch colours on the forts and shipping, entered
Table bay, and was captured by the British squadron, to the
great joy of the 217 men of the Queen’s and 54th regiments,
whom the frigate had on board as prisoners. The Volontaire, 2
fine frigate of 1084 tons, was immediately added to the British
navy by the same name. .

aving, between the 9th and 13th of April, been informed by,
among others, the master of an American merchant vessel, that
the inhabitants of Monte-Video and Buenos-Ayres were “so
ridden by their government,” that they would offer no resistance
to a British army, Commodore Sir Home Popham took upon

* Whe to the omission of the Christian names, is added that of the ship
to :h‘sl;h th: :(iﬁm belongs, it is riext to impossible to supply the deficieney.
P. L] :
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himself, with the concurrence of Major-general Sir David Baird,
to plan an expedition against those places. On that or the fol-
lowing day Sir Home, with the Diadem, Raisonable, Diomede,
Narcissus, and Encounter, vessels of war, and five sail of trans-
ports, having on board the 71st regiment, a small detachment of
artillery, and a few dismounted dragoons, under the command
of Major-general Beresford, set sail from Table bay. On the
20th the squadron bore away for St.-Helena, and, upon arriving
there, received on board a detachment of troops and artillery
amounting to 286 officers and men ; making the whole force of
regulars embarked about 1200, including officers of every de-
scription.  On the 2d of May the expedition quitted St.-Helena,
and on the 27th, being anxious to obtain the earliest local infor-
mation, Sir Home sailed for Rio de la Plata, in the Narcissus,
leaving the squadron and transports in charge of Captain Rowley
of the Raisonable. On the 8th of June the Narcissus anchored
aear the island of Flores, and on the 13th was joined by the
Raisonable and squadron.

It being deemed preferable, after a consultation between the
two chiefs, to make the first attempt upon Buenos-Ayres, the
marine battalion, consisting, including officers, of 340 marines
and 100 seamen, under the command of Captain William King,
of the Diadem (who had succeeded Captain Downman, sent
home with despatches announcing the surrender of the Cape),
was placed on board the Narcissus and Encounter. On the 16th
these vessels, with the transports and troops, moved up the river ;
while the Diadem blockaded the port of Monte-Video, and the
‘Raisonable and Diemede, by way of demonstration, cruised near
Maldonado and other assailable points in that vicinity. Owing
to adverse winds and currents, the foggy state of the weather,
and the intricacy of the navigation, it was not until the after-
noon of the 25th that the Narcissus and transports anchored off
Point Quelmey 3 Pouichin, about 12 miles from Buenos-Ayres,
and not more than 90 from the spot they had quitted nine days
before. No opposition being offered, the British troops, num-
bering, with the marine battalion, about 1630 men, in the course
of the evening and night of the 25th, effected a landing without
the slightest casualty.

‘On the morning of the 26th a body of Spaniards, estimated
at 2000 men, were discovered posted on the brow of a hill about
two miles from the beach. 'lIl’;se were attacked, and after a
#light skirmish driven from their position, by the British, with a
doss to the latter of only one killed, 12 wounded, and ome
missing. The British then hastened on to prevent the destruc-
tion of the bridge over the Rio Chuelo, a river about eight miles
from the scene of action and three from Buenos-Ayres. The
troops arrived too late; but, on the following day, the.27th, swc-
mcled' in passing’ the river by boats and rafts, prepared chiefly
by: the seamen, under the.direction of Captain King, Major~

T2
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general Beresford then summoned Buenos-Ayres to surrender
on a capitulation, and, while the articles were preparing, took
quiet possession of that city, the viceroy and his troops having
previously fled to Cordova. On the 2d of July the capitulation
was signed, and that upon terms highly favourable to the inha-
bitants. The quantity of specie captured in the place, and
which was afterwards embarked on board the Narcissus frigate
to be conveyed to England, amounted to 1,086,208 dollars.

The marine battalion, whose services were highly and justly
extolled by the major-general, having re-embarked on board the
squadron, the troops alone remained in the town of Buenos-
Ayres.. For a while all seemed quiet; but at length the Spa-
niards, recovering from their panic, saw by what a handful of
men they had been dispossessed of their town and its trea-
sures. On the 3lst of July Sir Home became apprized, by a
despatch from the major-general, that an insurrection was
forming in the city. On the 4th of August M. Liniers, a French
colonel in the Spanish service, crossed the Rio de la Plata in a
fog, unobserved by the British cruisers, and landed at Conchas,
above Buenos-Ayres, bringing with him about 1000 men from
Monte-Video and Lacramento. On the 10th the insurrection
burst forth ; and on the 12th Major-general Beresford and . his
troops, after an action in which they lost 48 officers and men
killed, 107 wounded, and 10 missing, were compelled to sur-
render ; but, owing to the firmness of the major-general, on
terms highly favourable to the prisoners, in number about 1300.
The loss on the part of the Spaniards, who are represented to
have assembled in the city nearly 10,000 men, was stated at 700
in killed and wounded.

Commodore Sir Home Popham, with the squadron, remained
at anchor at the entrance of the river, blockading the port,
until, by the arrival of reinforcements on the 5th and 12th of
October, he was enabled to recommence offensive operations.
Sir Home’s first attempt was upon Monte Video; but, ﬁndini
the water too shallow to admit the ships to approach near enou
to batter the walls with effect, the commodore, on the 28th,
retired, with the intention of possessing himself of the harbour
of Maldonado, formed by the island of Goretti, a strong place,
defended by a battery of twenty 24-pounders. On the 29th the
frigates of the squadron anchored in the harbour, and disem-
barked, without opposition, a detachment of troops (including
sailors and marines about 1000 strong), under Brigadier-general
Backhouse. Having, after a slight skirmish, obtained posses-
sion of the village of. Maldonado, the commodore, on the 30th,
summoned Goretti to surrender, which it immediately did ; and
thus matters remained in the Rio de la Plata at the close of the
year 1806. :

In the failure of the expedition to Buenos-Ayres, not the

» slightest imputation attaches to the soldiers or seamen engaged
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in it: they had done full as much as could be expected from so
small a number of men. The error lay in trusting to informa-
tion, which, besides its glaring improbability, was derived from
such a source as the master of an American vessel. Stories
about disaffected inhabitants, and their readiness to receive
foreign aid, ought always to be listened to with suspicion. They
are generally traps to catch the credulous, and, when baited
with mines of gold and silver, seldom fail in accomplishing
their object. This was not the only score upon which Sir Home
Popham was in fault. The lords of the admiralty tried him
for quitting his station without orders; and a court-martial,
which sat on board the Gladiator at Portsmouth, from the 6th
to the 11th of March, 1807, pronounced upon him the following
sentence : “ The court has agreed that the charges have been
proved against ‘the said Captain Sir Home Popham. That the
withdrawing, without orders so to do, the whole of any naval
force from the place where it is directed to be employed, and
the employing 1t in distant operations against the enemy, more
especially if the success of such operations should be likely to
Prevent its speedy return, may be attended with the most serious
inconvenience to the public service, as the success of any plan
formed by his majesty’s ministers for operations against the
enemy, in which such naval force might be included, may by
such removal be entirely prevented. And the court has further
agreed, that the conduct of the said Captain Sir Home Popham,
in the withdrawing the whole of the naval force under his
command from the Cape of Good Hope, and the proceeding
with it to Rio de la Plata, is highly censurable; but, in consi-
deration of circumstances, doth adjudge him to be only severely
reprimanded, and he is hereby severely reprimanded accordingly.”



BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

Tne increase of large-sized three-deckers in the navies of
other powers calling for a proportionate increase in the first rates
of the navy of Great Britain, two more ships of the size of the
Caledonia, and a third, larger than any other except the Hiber-
mia, appear among the ordered ships of the abstract for this.
year.*  The paucity of vessels of the smaller classes in the same-:
column occasions the average tonnage of the 52 vessels, summed
up at the foot of it, to be more than double that of the 122
vessels, standing as the total in the corresponding column of the
preceding year’s abstract. As, among regular ships of war, the:
armament usually increases with- the size, the British navy pro-
bably acquired more real strength by the lesser, than by the
larger, number of vessels thus added to it.t

No one can doubt that it would greatly simplify the ordnance-
establishment of a navy, if all the guns were of the same length,
weight, and caliber. Similarly-sized carriages, utensils, and shot
would suffice for all; and the only difference, in point of arma-
ment, between any two vessels would be in the number of guns
which they respectively mounted. As, however, the law of
mechanics will not, where two or more batteries are required to
be placed one above another in a ship, usually admit of an
equalization in the length and weight of the guns, we must be
satisfied to obtain it in the caliber.

The Spanish and British navies present a few exceptions to
this rule. The 80-gun ship Pheenix, taken from the Spaniards
in 1780, mounted long 24s, of the same length and weight, upon
both her first and second decks, and was similarly armed as the

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 15.
+ For the different prize and casualty lists attached to this abstract, see
Appendix, Nos. 19, 20, and 21.
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Gibraltar in the British service. Subsequently (March 18,
1797), 18 of the Gibraltar’s 18 long 9-pounders upon the
quarterdeck and forecastle were substituted for the same number
of 24-pounder carronades, making the whole of her 80 guns,
except two, of one caliber. The San-Ildefonso, as formerly
shown,* also mounted long 24s on her first and second decks.
But the most important exception is, that the Téméraire and her
two sister ships, Dreadnought and Neptune, mounted long 18s
upon their second and third decks.t By the time, however,
that these three 98s had been 10 years in the- service, it was
found necessary to change their third-deck 18s for 12s.

An equalization of caliber in three. species of guns has been
obtained by the invention of a ship gun, meeting, in length and
weight, about midway between the carronade and the long gun
of the same caliber. Thus:

Long 24-pdr. | Medium 24-pdr. | 24~pdr. carr.

feet in. | feet in. | feet in,
Length...... | 9 6 | 6 6 | s 8
Weight with | cwt. grs. | cwt. grs. | cwt.  grs.
carriage... | 58 S 39 0 19 0

Of this medium ship-gun, three varieties exist, the Gover, the
Congreve, and the Blomefield, named after their respective in-
ventors. The muzzle of the Congreve resembles that of the
carronade; and the other two guns, in appearance, differ very
slightly from each other. M. Dupin claims the priority of
invention on behalf of his countrymen Texier de Norbec,
Admiral Thévenard, and M. Bourdé.}

In December, 1806, several English two-decked line-of-battle
ships were armed throughout with guns of one caliber, 24-pound-
ers long, 24-pounders of Gover, and 24-pounder carronades ;
whereby the ships, being old and weak, had much less weight
to carry, with only a slight diminution in their broadside force,
The greater part, if not the whole, of the ships had their poops
cut off; and some of the 74s were rigged with 64-gun ships’
masts and yards. The difference in the two modes of arming
the 74s will best appear by a short table.

No.  Pdrs.

F.D. 28 long 827 Weight of guns | Broadside-
Old armament S.D. 28 , 18¢{ and carriages. force.
*“*J1Qd.&F. 6 , 12 — —
» 12 carrs. 82 181 cwt. 928 1bs.

”

F.D. 28long 24

S.D. 28 Gov. 24

New armnment..{Qd‘&F. 4 24} 157 888 ,,
» 14 carrs, 24

Had there been a medium 32-pounder, as well as a medium

* See vol. iii. p. 92. + Ibid. .
1 Voyage dans la Grande-Bretagne, Force Navale, tome ii., p. 101,
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24 and 18, any new or effective two-decker, above a 64, might,
we should suppose, have carried all her guns of the former
caliber: in which case the momentum of her armament would
be greatly augmented, while its absolute weight would remain
nearly the same. For instance, taking it for granted that a
medium 32-pounder would not weigh more than 40 cwt., or two
hundred weight less than the common or nine feet 18-pounder,
the weight of seventy-four 32-pounders of the three descriptions,
with their carriages, would not exceed that of the old armament
as stated above ; and yet the {broadside-force would be increased
from 928 to 1184 lbs., a very material consideration.

An equalization of caliber to this extent would, however, as a
general establishment, be almost impracticable in a navy like
that of England, on account of the great number of guns which
it would be necessary to recast. A newly-formed navy, like
that of the United States, would have no such difficulty to
encounter, The Americans, indeed, with their accustomed
ingenuity, have recently invented a medium 32-pounder gun,
and, by its means, have armed their largest ships with a treble
battery of that powerful caliber.

The number of commissioned officers and masters belonging
‘to the British navy at the commencement of the year 1807, was,

Admirals . . . . . . 52

Vice-admirals .- . . . . 57
Rear-admirals . . . . . 50
. superannuated 25
Post-captains . . . . . 693
» ”» 26
Commanders, or Sloop-captains . 602

. superannuated 50
Lieutenants . . . . . 2728
Masters . . . . . . 429

And the number of seamen and marines voted for the service of
the same year was, 120,000 for the first, and 130,000 for the re-
maining twelve lunar months of it.* .
Napoléon, it will be recollected, in his plan of operations
against England, framed in September, 1804, intended that the
Brest fleet, of 23 sail of the line and smaller vessels, should dis-
embark from 30,000 to 40,000 men in the north of Ireland, or
even in Scotland, in order to operate as a diversion while the
main body of the grand army was traversing the Cha!;n9l-f
Some distinguished French officers, it seems, were of opinioD,
that Ircland solely should have been the object of the expeditiot
judging that, with the aid of the disaffected imhabitants of that
unhapp‘y country, a third of the army assembled for the conquest
of England would suffice; that the troops in their diminish

* See Appendix, No. 22. + See vol. iii., p: 217
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number, could be transported by a fleet of men of war, instead of
having to wait for so many contingencies to concur, ere a flotilla
of 2000 gun-boats could reach in safety the opposite coast; and
that the loss of Ireland would inflict a deep wound on the pride
of England, would weaken her resources, and greatly reduce her
in the scale of national importance.

It is believed that his 1mperial majesty, in proportion as he
grew discouraged with the immobility of his flotilla, felt the
force of all this reasoning ; and that, when on the last of August,
1805, he suddenly drew off his legions from the neighbourhood
of Boulogne, to be in time for an autumnal campaign against
the two continental powers (Austria and Russia) who had
coalesced with Great Britain against him, he entertained the
hope of being able, at some future and not far distant day,
either as a preparatory step towards, or as a substitute for, the
mvasion of England, to make a French province of the land of
Hibernia.

Even had the battle of Trafalgar not been fought, Napoléon

would hardly have marched his soldiers from the midst of their
brilliant successes in Germany back to their cantonments on the
coast, again perhaps to waste their time in a long course of list-
less inactivity. Much less would he have done so, now that the
ships of that mighty fleet, which he had hoped to assemble in
the Channel to convoy his army to its destination, were all cap-
tured, destroyed, wrecked, or blockaded. He therefore, having
made peace with Austria at Presburg, and since gone to war
with Prussia, continued achieving victory after victory over the
Prussians and Russians, until he brought them also to his terms
by the double treaty of Tilsit.
-~ A seaport town of Western Prussia having, in the course of
the war waged against those powers, become the scene of active
operations, a British naval force was naturally to be found co-
operating with the garrison in their endeavours to repel the
javaders. The fortified city of Dantzicsis seated on the western
branch of the Vistula, near its entrance into the Baltic; and on
the 14th of March,in the present year, was invested by a power-
ful French army under Marshal Lefebvre.

On the 12th of April the 16-gun ship-sloops Sally (hired),
Captain Edward Chetham, Falcon, Captain George Sanders,
an(l) Charles (hired), Captain Robert Clephane, arnved off the
harbour of Dantzic. As Gereral Kalkreuth, the governor of the -
fortress, suspected that the besiegers would be supplied with
provisions by sea, Captain Chetham detached the Charles to
cruise between Rose hind, or head, and Dantzic bay, to intercept
any vessels having that object in view; and on the 16th he
anchored with the Sally in the Fair Way, a basin formed
between the two mouths of the Vistula. Here the ship was so
moored, as to flank the isthmus by which alone the French could
attack the works.
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On the 17th, finding that, owing to the French having en-
camped on the Nebrung, or Holme, forming the western banlk
of the Vistula, the communication between the Fair Way and:
the garrison was completely cut off, Captain Chetham resolved
upon making an attempt to reopen it. For this purpose he light-
ened his ship by sending all her heavy stores on board her con-
sort, the Falcon; and on the same day, by the great exertions of
ber officers and crew, as well as of Captain Sanders and a portion
of his officers and men, the Sally pushed through the shoal water
of the sluice or mouth of the Vistula.

At 6h.30m. p.m. the Sally, whose armament, we believe,
consisted of 24-pounder carronades, commenced a close action
with the French troops at the Great Hollands on the Nehrung,
in number about 2000, assisted by three pieces of cannon, and
biY a small battery at Legan on the right or south-eastern bank
of the river, and partially sheltered by the ruins of several houses
which the garrison had found it necessary to destroy. The
action continued within pistol-shot until 9 »p.M.; when, having
several of the gun-breecgings on her larboard or engaged side
shot and carried away, and being without any wind to enable
ber to maintain her position, the Sally attempted to bring her
starboard broadside to bear. In this Captain Chetham was
foiled by the strength of the current. The Sally then hauled
down the stream, and resumed her position in Fair Water.

The loss on board the British ship, by this gallant though
vain effort to relieve the Prussian garrison, was tolerably severe,
her first lieutenant (James Edward Eastman) and “ nearly half””
her crew being wounded by the incessant fire of musketry poured
upon them. The mizenmast of the Sally was also shot throu
her rigging and sails much cut, and upwards of 1000 musket-
shot lodged in her hull. The loss on the part of the French,
according to information received a day or two afterwards,
amounted to upwards of 400 in killed and wounded.

On the 24th, the French, having completed their works, began
bombarding the city, and on the 29th attempted to carry it b
storm, but were repulsed. On the 16th of May the Briti
18-gun ship-sloop Dauntless, Captain Christopher Strachey,
made a gallant but unsuccessful attempt to supply the garrison
with 600 barrels of gunpowder. Having a favourable wind, the
Dauntless ran up the river with studding-sails set, firing on the
enemy as she passed: but the wind, either from shifting or from
an unexpected bend of the river, became unfavourable, and the
ship broke round off. The Channel being too narrow for the
Dauntless to work in, and the fire of the enemy under such cir-
cumstances too heavy to be resisted, Captain Strachey ran his
ship upon the Holme within half musket-shot of the French
batteries, and surrendered. On the 21st a capitulation was goro-
gosed: and on the 27th the garrison of Dantzic, reduced from

6,000 to 9000 men, marched out of the fortress with the
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honours of war. On the 14th of June the battle of Friedland
was fought ; on the 25th an armistice was agreed upon between
France and Russia at Tilsit; and on the 7th and 9th of July, at
the same place, treaties were concluded between France, Russia,
and Prussia.

That the French emperor had not, in the mean time, wholly
neglected strengthening his marine, a glance at his naval means
at the conclusion of that treaty will show. In the ports of
Brest, Lorient, Rochefort, Ferrol, Vigo, Cadiz, Carthagena, and
Toulon, were upwards of 456 French and Spanish sail of the line
ready for sea, or nearly so, exclusive of three French sail of the
line in the West Indyies and America. Buonaparte flattered
himself that he should soon have also at his disposal nine Por-
tuguese sail of the line in the Tagus, and five Russian in the
Mediterranean. These 62 sail, even while lying in port, would
occupy the attention of an equal number of British ships; and.
every division that escaped to sea would, in all probability, be
pursued by at least two squadrons of equal force. Moreover it
was requisite to have an adequate British force in the colonies,
east and west, to be ready to act, in case an enemy’s fleet should:
suddenly make its appearance. Hence, a great portion of the
British navy was fully employed in the southern, eastern, and
western seas: we have still to show what force might be opposed
to the remainder in the northern sea. :

In the port of Flushing, and at Anvers, or Antwerp, as more
usually called, were three Dutch and eight new French, sail of '
the line, ready for sea, or fitting with the utmost expedition.
All these were 748, built from Dutch models ; two, the Charle-
magne and Commerce-de-Lyon, were launched on the 8th of
April, 1807, two others, the Anversois and Illustre, on the 7th
of June ; and the remaining four, the Audacieux, Duguesclin,
César, and Thésée, in the latter end of that month and beginning:
of July. Two other 74s, the Albanais and Dalmate, were on the
stocks, getting ready with the utmost expedition. In the Texel
were also three Dutch sail of the line, making a tatal of 14.

But these ships were not all. The French emperor, who,
besides his grand army in the neighbourhood of Tilsit, had one
of 70,000 men on tl)l'e confines of Swedish Pomerania, and
meditated sending another to occupy the Danish monarch’s
Dewly acquired territory of Holstein, flattered himself with ob-
taining, ether by fair means or by foul, the 11 sail of the line
belonging to Sweden, and the 16 belonging to Denmark. There
1s also good ground for believing, that one of the secret articles
of the treaty of Tilsit placed at the conqueror’s temporary disposal

the 19 or 20 fine new ships, which the Emperor of Russia had
ready for sea, or nearly so, in the ports of Revel and Constadt.

Here would have been a confederate French, Dutch, Swedish,
Danish, and Russian fleet of 60 sail of the line in the North and
Baltic seas. Admitting the plan to have been realized to only
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half the extent in the alleged contemplation of Napoleon, 30 sail
of the line and a proportionate number of transports could have
conveyed a powerful army to Ireland ; and the French emperor
not only possessed a powerful army ready to act, but had reason
to expect that he should soon have leisure personally to direct
its energies towards the fulfilment of an oft-repeated threat, the
humiliation of the most constant, the most formidable, and the
most dreaded of his enemies.

In this state of things England naturally kept a watchful eye
upon naval affairs in the north. A reliance upon the firmness
and continued friendship of the King of Sweden induced her to
send some troops, chiefly Germans, to his assistance; but, by
the time the first division of these had landed in Rugen and
Stralsund, the aspect of affairs in this quarter had materially
changed, and the Swedish monarch was compelled at length to
retire, with the remnant of his army, to the last-named fortress.

It was during the long and friendly discussion between the
emperors on the Niemen, preparatory to the peace of Tilsit, that
England became apprized of the confederacy that was forming
against her in the north; and it was then, or soon after, that she
learnt that the weakness of Denmark was a second time to
ol[])erate as her excuse for favouring the views of France, by
shutting up the Sound against British commerce and navigation,
and lending the Copenhagen fleet to assist in the attempt to
subjugate a power, whose friendship it was at all times the
interest of both Denmark and Russia to cultivate.

On the 19th of July, and not before, Great Britain came to
the determination to demand of Denmark the temporary pos-
session of her fleet, and, in case of refusal, to deliver it up on a
solemn pledge to restore it entire at the conclusion of a general
peace, to take it by force of arms. Owing to the lateness of the
season, and the necessity of fulfilling the object of the expedition
before the winter months put a stop to operations in the Baltic,
the utmost despatch was required. As a proof that it was used,
on the 26th of July Admiral James Gambier, with the principal
division of the fleet, consisting of the following 17 ships of the
line, exclusive of 21 frigates, sloops, bomb-vessels, and gun-
brigs, set sail from Yarmouth roads :

Gun-ship
Admiral (b) James Gambier.
98 Prince of Wales...q Captain Sir Home Popham.
» Adam Mackenzie.

Vice-adm. (b) Hon. H. Edwin Stanhope.
Pompée .ueereereenes Captain Richard Dacres.
Centaur Commod. Sir Samuel Hood.
"""""" Captain William Henry Webley.
743 Gan Commod. Richard Goodwin Keats.
BES sesmasrenenns { Captain Peter Halkett.
Spencer ..eeeennene »  Hon. Robert Stopford.

Vanguard ......... »  Alexander Fraser,
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Gun-ship

Maida »  Samuel Hood Linzee.
Brunswick ......... »  Thomas Graves.
Resolution »  George Burlton.
Hercule » Hon. John Colville.

749 Orion »  Sir Archibald Collingwood Dickson.
Alfred »  John Bligh.
Goliath »  Peter Puget.
Captain »  Isaac Wolley.
Ruby »  John Draper.

64< Dictator »  Donald Campbell.
Nassau »  Robert Campbell.

On the Ist of August, in the evening, when off the Wingo-
beacon, at the entrance of Gottenberg, Commodore Keats, with
the Ganges, Vanguard, Orion and Nassau, also the 38-gun
frigate Sibylle, Captain Clotworthy Upton, 36-gun frigates
Franchise, Captain Charles Dashwood, and Nymphe, Captain
Conway Shipley, and 10 brigs, parted company by signal, and
steered for the passage of the Great Belt, in order to cut off any
supplies of Danish troops that might attempt to cross from
Holstein to Zealand. On the 3d, in the forenoon, having pre-
viously ascertained that no ogposition would be offered to the
passage of the fleet into the Sound, the British admiral inter-
changed salutes with the castle of Cronberg, and shortly after-
wards anchored in the road of Elsineur, where was lying the
Danish 32-gun frigate Frederickscoarn. On the 5th, in the
morning, the 74-gun ship Superb, Captain Daniel M‘Leod,
joined the expedition, and on the morning of the 6th weighed
and made sail after the Vanguard and squadron, to receive the
broad pendant of her old commander. .

On the 7th the Inflexible and Leyden 64s, Captains Joshua
Rowley Watson and William Cumberland, with a large convoy
of transports, arrived; also Rear-admiral William Essington,
with the 74-gun ships Minotaur, Captain Charles John Moore
Mansfield, and Valiant, Captain James Young. On the 8th
and 9th the Mars and Defence 74s, Captains William Lukin and
Charles Ekins, joined, the first with a convoy of transports. On
the 12th, in the morning, the 32-gun frigate Africaine, Captain
Richard Raggett, arrived from Put bay in the island of Rugen,
having on board Lieutenant-general ﬂ’ord Cathcart, the com-
mander-in-chief of the land-forces to be employed. Lord
Cathcart had sailed from England in the same frigate on the 5th
of July, and had anchored on the 16th in Put bay. His lordship
and suite there disembarked, and proceeded to the neighbouring
fortress of Stralsund. '

By the time the transports from Rugen had joined, and a few
others, under the 64-gun ship Agamemnon, Captain Jonas Rose,
from England, the expedition consisted of 25 sail of the line,
and upwards of 40 fgi tes, sloops, bomb-vessels, and gun-
brigs ; making a total of about 65 vessels of war, exclusive of
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377 transports, measuring 78420 tons, and conveying about
27000 troops, more than half of them Germans in British pay.

It appears that Mr. Jackson, the British plenipotentiary to the
court of Denmark, had his first interview with the crown prince
at Kiel in Holstein. To the former’s demand on the subject of
the Danish fleet, the latter returned such a reply as might be
expected,* and, despatching an estafette to Copenhagen, with
corders to put the city in the best possible state of defence, pro-
ceeded thither himself. On the 10th in the evening, the courier
reached Copenhagen, and early on the following morning the
work of preparation began. At noon the prince arrived, and by
his presence gave an agditional impetus to the exertions of his
subjects. On the 12th his Danish majesty quitted Copenhagen
for Colding in Jutland, leavinithe defence of the city to the care
of Major-general Peiman. The regular force at this time in the
<city and suburbs of Copenhagen, of which the population, in the
ﬁreceding March, was estimated at upwards of 100,000 souls,

as been variously stated at from 3000 to 10,000 men; but the
account that appears to be the most worthy of credit makes the
number, including an organized militia-force of 2000 men, 5510.
These were exclusive of sailors, and of 3600 armed citizens; s0
that the whole force, regular and irregular, amounted probably te
12,000 men. The main Danish army, of more than double that
amount, was encamped in Holstem.

The sea-defence of the port consisted of the Trekronén pile-

battery, situated at the distance of 2000 yards, in a north-east by
north direction from the entrance of the harbour (which runs
like a canal through the centre of the town), and mounting 68
guns besides mortars, a pile-battery in advance of the citadel,
mounting 36 guns and nine mortars, the citadel itself mounting
20 guns and three or four mortars, and the holm or arsenal
battery, mounting 50 guns and 12 mortars ; total 174 guns and
25 mortars, the guns long 36 and 24 pounders (Danish), and the
mortars the largest in use.
- There were also, around the Trekronen and in front of the har-
bour, the blockship Mars, of 64 guns, and the prame St. Thomas,
of 22, also three 20-gun prames (24-pounders), two floating
batteries, and from 25 to 30 gun-boats, each of the latter mount-
ing two heavy long-guns. e fleet in the arsenal consisted of
16 sail of the line and 21 frigates and sloops afloat, but not in 2
serviceable state, besides three 74-gun ships on the stocks, one
nearly finished. Two sail of the line, the Prindts-Christian-
Frederic 74, Captain Jessen, and Princessen-Louisa-Augusta 64,
Captain Sneedorf, lay in ports of Norway; the one-at Christian~
sand, the other at Frederickswaern.

On the night of the 12th the Frederickscoarn frigate, at anchot

* No official account was published of the result of this" interview, amd, ¢f
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as already mentioned in Elsineur road, foreseeing the turn that
affairs would take, prudently slipped her cable and steered for
Norway. This measure, and ‘the knowledge of the active pre-
parations making by the Danes, determined Admiral Gambier
to detach a force in pursuit of the friiate. Accordingly, on the
13th, at 2 h. 30 m. p. M., Captain Ekins, with, besides his ship
the Defence, the 22-gun ship Comus, Captain Edmund Hey-
wood, weighed and made sail into the Cattegat, for the purpose,
although no declaration of war had passed between England
and Denmark, offcapturing and detaining the Frederickscoarn.

Shortly after the departure of these ships on this unpleasant
mission, Captain Ekins hailed Captain Heywood, and directed
him, as the Comus, in the prevailing light wind, sailed better
than the Defence, to proceed ahead and execute the service alone.
The Comus, whose real so far exceeded her rated force, that she
mounted 22 long 9-pounders on the main deck, and two of the
same caliber, with eight 24-pounder carronades, on the quarter-
deck and forecastle, immediately made all sail, followed by the
Defence, who gradually dropped astern in the chase. On the
14th, at 6h. 30 m. A.M., the Comus descried, bearing north,
which was nearly ahead, the object of her orders, steering the
same course as herself. Calms and partial airs retarded the
progress of all three ships ; and at noon the Frederickscoarn bore
from the Comus north five miles, and the Defence south by east
seven miles. At 4 p. M., the Danish frigate had increased her
distance a mile. At 6 p.M., a light easterly breeze sprang up ;
and at 8 p. M., the Comus had advanced considerably in the
<chase, while the Defence was full 13 miles astern.

At a few minutes before midnight the Comus got alongside of
the Frederickscoarn, whose 32 guns were Danish 12 and 6

unders, with 6 12-pounder carronades in addition. Captain
Eoeywood desired the Danish captain to bring to, and allow his
frigate to be detained. Considering that the Frederickscoarn
was not merely a national ship of war, but a vessel, in guns,
men, and size, superior to the Comus, no other reply could be
expected than a peremptory refusal. On this the British ship
fired a musket athwart the stern of the Dane, and instantly re-
ceived a shot from one of the latter’s stern-chasers. All cere-
mony being now at an end, the Comus bore up, and, as soon as
she bad placed herself astern of the Frederickscoarn in a rakin
position, commenced the action within pistol-shot. The fire of
the Comus was immediately returned, and the cannonade con-
tinued for about 45 minutes; when the Frederickscoarn, from
the disabled state of her rigging and sails, fell on board her
oppounent. A portion of the crew of the Comus, led on by Lieu-
tenants George Edward Watts and Hood Knight, quickly rushed
on the decks of the Danish frigate, and carrie& her without
further resistance.

Besides escaping nearly untouched in hull, and with very
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slight damage in rigging or sails, the Comus, out of her 145 men
and boys, had but one man wounded. The Frederickscoarn, on
the other hand, suffered counsiderably in rigging, masts, yards,
and hull, and, out of her complement of 226 men and boys, had
12 killed and 20 wounded.

Under almost any other circumstances than those which had
led to this battle, the gallantry displayed by the officers and
crew of the Comus would have been duly appreciated. As it
was, very limited praise fell to the share of the British; while
the Danes were less blamed for the want offprowess they had
evinced, than compassionated for the heavy loss in blood, if not
in fame, to which an attack soillegal and unexpected had unfor-
tunately subjected them.

On the 14th the state of the weather Erevented the British
fleet from moving to a position for disembarking the troops: but,
early on the 15th, the men of war and transports weighed, and
by 5 p. M., worked up to the bay of Wedbeck, a village about
midway between Elsineur and Copenhagen. Here the admiral
and the bulk of the fleet anchored ; while Rear-admiral Essing-
ton, with a small squadron, proceeded to an anchorage higher
up the Sound, in order to make a diversion. On the morning of
the 16th a part of the troops landed at Wedbeck, without oppo-
sition. The fleet then weighed and made sail towards Copen-
hagen, the two commanders in chief having previously addressed
to the Danes, in the German language, a proclamation, explana-
tory of the object of the expedition, and couched in terms as con-
ciliatory as the peremptory nature of the demand would admit,
On the same day the Danish king, at Gluckstadt, and his
general, at Copenhagen, issued a proclamation, or edict, directing
all English vessels and property to be seized and detained.

On the 17th the Damish gun-boats, stationed off the entrance
of Copenhagen harbour, taking advantage of a calm, seized and
set fire to an English timber-laden merchant bark, in company
with some transports coming from Stralsund : they also attacked,
with round and grape, the pickets at the left of the British army,
and, after receiving a fire from several British bomb-vessels and
gun-brigs, that were towed as near to them as the depth of water
would admit, retired into the harbour. On the same evening
Admiral Gambier, with 16 sail of the line, besides frigates,
anchored in Copenhagen road, about four miles to the north-east
of the Trekronen or crown battery; and, in consequence of the
attack made upon the English merchantmen in the morning,
issued an order to his cruisers to-detain all Danish ships.

Between the 18th and 21st some additional skirmishes took

lace between the Danish and English gun-vessels, but with
ittle or no effect on either side. én the last-named day, the
circumvallation of Zealand by the British ships being complete,
Admiral Gambier formally declared the island to be 1n a state of
close blockade. On this day, also, the last division of troops,
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Lord Rosslyn’s corps from Stralsund, disembarked in the north

part of Keoge bay. To defend the left of the army from the

annoyance of the Danish gun-boats, a battery of thirteen 24~
unders had- been erected at a spot named Svane-Meelle.

On the 22d three Danish prames, mounting 20 guns each, and
from 28 to 30 gun-vessels, placed themselves in readiness to in-
terrupt the army in the construction of some mortar-batteries in
advance of the Swan-mill battery. To prevent this, the British
advanced squadron, consisting, with the three sloops, five bomb-
vessels, and sever gun-brigs, hereunder named, of three armed
transports, and 10 launches fitted as mortar-boats, under the
command of Captain Puget, of the Goliath, took a station
within the crown battery.

Gun-slp.
Hebe (hired) .eeeeeess Captain Edward Ellicott,
18{ Cruiser...ceeacieccancnne »  Pringle Stoddart,
Mutine ceeceescsnecnees »  Hew Steuart.
Thunderer .cccseeeesss »  George Cocks.
Bbs Vesuvius ceceseecenes e » Richard Arthur.
"] DA cecisnennianacrenne »  William Godftey.
Zebra..coeeeeseracnsencns William Bowles.

Gun-brigs, Kite, Fearless, Inéigmmt, Urgent, Pincher, Tigress, Desperate,
and Safegua;d. P

On the 23d, at 10 A. M., these vessels were furiously attacked-
by the Danish prames and gun-boats; assisted by the crown
battery, floating batteries, block-ship Mars, and prame St.-
Thomas. The %ritish returned the fire with spirit until 2 p. m. ;
‘'when, finding that their carronades, at the distance which the
vessels had been obliged to take, were no match for the heavy
long guns of the Danes, they drew off, with the loss of one lieu-
tenant (Jobn Woodford, of the Cruiser) and three seamen killed,
and one lieutenant (John Williams, of the Fearless), seven sea-
men, and five marines wounded ; also with some damage to the
vessels, particularly the gun-brigs, which, drawing the least
water, were the most advanced. The Danish gun-vessels now
turned their fire on the mill battery, but were soon compelled to
retire, with one prame and several gun-boats damaged, and with
a loss of nine men killed and 12 wounded.

On the 24th the Danish gun-boats remained quiet; but on
the 25th a division of them appeared in the channel between
Omache, or Amag, and Zealand, and cannonaded the right of
the British line, stationed in the suburbs, and composed of the
Guards. On the 26th the gun-boats at the harbour’s mouth
resumed their attack upon the left, but the mill battery at length
drove them in, after causing one, the Stube-Kicebing, to blow
up ; whereby, out of her complement of 59 men, she had 30
killed and ¥2 badly wounded. Several of the other gun-boats
sustained both damage and loss. On the 27th the army suc-
ceeded in opening a battery of four 24-pounders upon the

- VOL. IV, ')
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division of Danish gun-boats, which, during the two precediny
days, in conjunction with a battery of 12-pounders and heavy
smortars erected at a timber-yard near that extremity of the city,.
had greatly annoyed the Guards ; all which gun-boats, in s lit
while, were driven away, with one gun-boat much damaged, and:
upwards of 30 officers and men killed and wounded, afloat and
on shore.

Duwring the 28th, 29th, and 30th, no skirmishing took place
between the adverse flotillas ; but on the 31st the Danish prames,
gun-boats, crown battery, and floating batteries, again attacked
the British batteries at the mill and the advanced squadron:
which latter, since the repair of the gun-brigs, had resumed its
position off the entrance of the harbour. In this affair the
Charles armed transport was blown up by a shell from the
Trekronen ; whereby her master (James Moyase), seven of her
seamen and two of the Valiant’s were killed, and one lieutenant
(Henry Nathaniel Rowe), a master’s mate (Philip Tomlinson,
mortally), and 12 seamen of the Valiant, and seven of the
Charles, wounded ; total, 10 killed, and 21 wounded. No other
British vessel engaged appears to have sustained any loss. The
Danes acknowledged a loss of only one man killed and four
wounded. :

On the 1st of September, in order to frustrate any attempt to
send reinforcements from Stralsund, now in the possession of the
French, to Zealand, the former port was declared to be in a state
of close blockade,and Commodore Keats was directed to detach
a sufficient force to maintain it. On the same day, the army
having nearly finished the numerous gun and mortar batteries
(48 mortars and howitzers and twenty 24-pounders were
mounted) around the city, the two British commanders-in-
chief summoned Major-general Peiman to surrender the Danish
fleet ; pledging the faith of their government, that the same
should be held merely as a deposit, and be restored at a general
peace, and that all other captured Danish property should be
restored immediately. To this summons the Danish general re-
tarned a direct negative, but requested time to send to the king
on the subject.

Admiral Gambier and Lord Cathcart refused to consent te
this ; and on the 2d, at 7 h: 30 m. p. M., * all the British batteries
opened, and the town was set on fire by the first general flight
of shells. The bomb-vessels also threw some shells; and the
fire was returned by the Danes, who, for several days previous,
had fired from the walls and outposts, both with cannon and
musketry, upon the British advanced posts. The bombardment

* A singular discrepancy here occurs in the official aceounts. Admiral
Gambier, in his letter, states that the bombardment commenced “in the
Morning of that day” (see London Gazette for 1807, p. 1281) ; Lord Catie
gart, sad the Danes themselves, at half past seven.in the .

-
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continued until 8 A.m. of the 3d. In the evening it recom-
menced, and was continued throughout the night, but with much
less vigour than during the preceding nighbt, in the hope that the *
Danes would surrender without the necessity of farther severity.
'This was not the case,and at 7 p. M. on the 4th the bombardment
recommenced in all its fury, In a short time the wood at the
timber-yard, which was nearly a quarter of & mile in length, and
of great value, was set on fire by red-hot shot. The steeple of
the kirke, or metropolitan church, was also set on fire, and,
falling, spread the flames in every direction. By this time the
fire-engines, which had been so serviceable on the first night,
were :5; destroyed, and many of the firemen killed or wounded.
'This dreadful work continued until the evening of the 5th ; when,
the conflagration having arrived at a height to threaten the
speedy destruction of the whole city, Major-general Peiman sent
out a flag of truce, requesting an armistice of 24 hours to afford
time to treat for a capitulation. The armistice was declined, as
tending to unnecessary delay, and the works on shore were con-
tinued ; but the firing was countermanded, and an officer was
sent by Lord Cathcart to explain, that no capitulation could be
gstened to unless accompanied by the surrender of the Danish
eet. :

Major-general Peiman having consented that the surrender
of the fleet should be the basis of the negotiation, major-general
Sir Arthur Wellesley, Sir Home Popham, captain of the fleet,
and Lieutenant-colonel George Murray, deputy quartermaster

neral of the British-forces, were appointed to settle the remain-
ing terms of the capitulation. On the 6th, in the evening, the
articles were drawn up, and on the 7th, in the morning, signed
and ratified by the respective parties. By the terms of the ca-
pitulation, the British were to be put in possession of the cita~
del, and of the ships of war and their stores ; and, as soon as
these were removed from the dock-yard, or within six weeks
from the date of the capitulation, were to deliver up the citadel,
and quit the island of Eealand; all hostilities were, in the mean
time, to cease, and: all property and prisoners taken on either
side, to be restored, :

Between the landing of the British troops and the commence-
ment of the bombardment, one or two sorties and several skir-
mishes had taken place, in which the army had sustained a loss
of four officers, one sergeant, and 37 rank and file killed, six
officers, one sergeant, and 138 rank and file wounded, and one
sergeant and 23 rank and file missing ; making, with the loss
incurred by the British afloat, a total of 56 killed, 179 wounded,
and 25 missing.

The loss on the part of the Danes, on board the gun-vessels,
and in the different skirmishes outside the city, appears, by their
own accounts, to have been about 250 in killed and wounded,
exclusively of a great number ;f prisoners, . Their loss within;

v
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the city, in being stated in the s at about 2000 men, women,
and children, was probably, and it is to be hoped it was, greatly
exaggerated. Much blame was attached, and apparently with
justice, to Major-general Peiman, for not having, when the op-
ortunity was afforded him, sent the women, children, and hel
Fess men out of the city. Humanity would then have had less
to deplore on this melancholy occasion. The number of houses
wholly destroyed was officially stated at 305, exclusive of one
church; but scarcely a house, it appears, had wholly escaped
from the effects of .the bombardment, and a second church, that
in the citadel, was considerably injured.
. The Danish ships in the arsenal, which was an enclosed part
of the harbour, had only their lower masts in, but their stores
were so admirably arranged in the warehouses, and such was
the alacrity of the British seamen in fitting the ships out, that,
in nine days, 14 sail of the line were towed from the harbour to
the road ; and this, although several of the ships had to undergo
considerable repairs, and the scuttle-holes made in their hulls
by the Danes, in order to sink them (a measure in their tardi-
_ness omitted), had to be closed. According to the Danish pa-
pers, the crown prince, while at Kiel, sent Lieutenant Von-Stef-
fen to General Peiman, with orders, in case of being compelled
to surrender the city, to burn the fleet ; but, having been taken
on his way by some patroles belonging to the British army, the
lieutenant destroyed his despatches, and arrived at Copenhagen
without them.

In the space of six weeks, the three remaining ships of the
line, with the frigates and sloops, were removed to the road, and
the arsenal and its store-houses cleared of masts, spars, timber,
and other naval materials. Of the three 74s on the stocks, two
were taken to pieces, and the most useful of their timbers brought
off, and the third, being nearly planked up, was sawed in various
B&rts and suffered to fall over. The Mars (blockship) and

ittsmarschen 64s, being old and rotten, were destroyed; as,
for the same reason, were the Triton of 28, and the St. Thomas
of 22 guns. This left in the possession of the British, three
80-gun ships, * fourteen 74s, one 64, two 40, six 46, and two
32 gun frigates, the names of which will appear in the list of
Danish captures at the end of the volume. The remaining ves-
sels were the two 20-gun ships Fylla and Little-Belt, the two
16-gun ship-sloo:Bs Elven and Eyderen, the seven 16-gun brig-

- sloops, Allart, Delphinen, Glommen, Gluckstadt, Mercurius,
Ned-Elvin, and Sarpen, the two 14-gun brigs Brevdrageren and
Flewende-Fisk, and the 12-gun schooner Ornen. There were
also 25 gun-boats.

# [n the list at the foot of Admiral Gambier’s letter, the Christian VIL is

tated to be of “ 96 guns;” but, in reality, she was pierced for no more than

84 guns, namely, 30 on the first deck, 32 on the second, and 22 on the quar-
terdeck and forecastle. .
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On the 20th of October, by which time all the ships and
small-craft were out of Copenhagen harbour, the last divi-
sion of the British army re-embarked, with the utmost quiet-
ness and without a casualty; and on the 2lst, in the morn-
ing, the British fleet, with the prizes and transports, sailed from
Copenhagen road, in three divisions, the first under admiral
Gambier in the Prince-of-Wales, the second under Rear-admiral
Essington in the Minotaur, and the third under Rear-admiral
Sir Samuel Hood * in the Centaur.

In going down the Sound, the prize 80-gun ship Neptunos
grounded on a sandbank, about six miles from Copenhagen, and
near to the island of Huen. Notwithstanding every exertion,
the ship could not be got off, and was ultimately destroyed.
According to a previous understanding, the castle of Cronberg
abstained from Eostilities, and allowed the fleet, which, indeed,
kept as much as possible on the Swedish side of the channel, to

ass in safety. On entering the Cattegat the weather became

isterous, and led ‘to the déstruction of all the Danish gun-
boats but three. After this, the fleet proceeded without further
accident, and, at the close of the month, reached in safety Yar-
mouth and the Downs.

- Many, who could not be persuaded either of the legality, or
the expediency, of the attack upon Copenhagen, most readily
admitted, that the conductors of the enterprise had performed
their task with ability, promptitude, and, in this special case an -
important requisite, with moderation. Still the affair was not
one from which much glory could be reaped. The attacking
force, in each branch of 1it, was greatly superior; and the army
alone, with a slight exception (the advanced squadron and the
Danish batteries and gun-boats), had any contest to maintain :
nor did that contest consist of a general action, but simply of a
few partial skirmishes. The bombardment could scarcely be
called an engagement, as all the loss, and that was most severe,
fell upon the besieged ; not a man, as it appears, having been
hurt on the side of the British, during the three nights and one
day that the bombardment lasted. '

evertheless, the successful result of the Copenhagen expe-
dition gained, for the army and navy employed in it, the same
honorary rewards usually bestowed upon the achievers of the
most brilliant victory, the thanks of the British parliament; but
not with the unanimity common on such occasions. Admiral
Gambier was raised to the peerage, Lieutenant-general Lo d
Cathcart promoted from a Scotch to an English peer, Vice-ad-
miral Stanhope, Lieutenant-general Burrard, and aljor-genera.l
Bloomfield made baronets, and Captain George Ralph Collier
of the Surveillante frigate, the bearer of the despatches, a
knight.

* This distinguished officer had hoisted his flag on the 18th, as had also,
on the same day, Rear-admiral Keats,
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Although it is true, that the fleet in Copenhagen road had
little else to do than to look on, the squadron under Commo-
dore Keats in the Great Belt had an arduous duty to perform 3
and that it was well performed may be inferred from the fact,
that the island of Zealand is 230 miles in circuit, the channel
between it and Holstein, where the main Danish army was en-
camped, extremely narrow, and its navigation, especially to line-
of-battle ships, some of which touched the ground several times,
extremely difficult; and yet, during the five or six weeks that
the squadron lay in the ﬁelt, no reinforcement was enabled to
get across. None, at least, of any consequence ; but some of
the Danish papers stated, that three regiments, consisting of the
1st and 3d Jutland infantry, and of Horzen’s dragoons, had
landed in Zealand during the siege.

With respect to the merits of the expedition to Copenhagen,
morally and politically considered, the Beritish public was for a
Jong time divided in opinion. At length, as affairs in the
northern part of the continent began to develop themselves,
the necessity of the measure became generally admitted, and
both houses of parliament voted their approbation of the come
duct of ministers on the occasion.* -

It is not a little singular, too, that the very man, whose
designs it was the object of that measure to defeat, has since
declared, that the expedition showed great energy on the part of
the British government. Napoléon has not,r%yecause perhaps
the question was not put to him, stated, in a direct manner, that
he'intended to make use of the Danish fleet; but be is reported
to have said : “The Danes being able to join me with 16 sail of
the line was of little consequence, &c.”+ as if he really had
contemplated some assistance of the kind. In fact, Buona-
parte’s confidential agent of that time, the celebrated Fouché,
has since acknowledged, that one of the secret articles of the
treaty of Tilsit gave him the use of the Danish fleet.f Not
more, however, than three or four of the ships could have been
of use to the French emperor, during the little that remained of
the season, as effective sail of the line, although the whole fleet
might as transports. It is true that (and this was a circom-
stance which doubtless did not escape the proverbial acuteness
of Napoléon) all the ships would I}):za.ve passed for what they
nominally were, and would have required a corresponding force
to be sent against them ; nor must it be forgotten, that the
Danish seamen, whom, the French emperor blames the British
for having left behind,§ were brave, skilful, and, it is believed,
tolerably numerous.

* House of Lords, Mareh 8, Contents 125, Non-contents 57.
House of Commons, March 21, Ayes 216, Noes 61.
1 See O’'Meara’s Napoléon in Exile, vol. i., p. 251.
. Bee Memoirs of Fouehé, vel. i., p. 811.
See O’Meara’s in Napoléon in Exile, vol. ii., p. 30, 2
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- Although, as formally announced by Admiral Gambier to the
-qfficers and men of his fleet, the result, of the stege of Copen~
hagen “ added the navy of Denmark to that of the United
Kingdom,” the latter gained a very slight accession of strength ;
for, of the 15 line-of-battle ships that reached an English port,
four only were found to be worth the cost of repair as cruisers.
These were the :

Gun-ship
80 Christian VII. measuring 2181 tons, and built in 1808.
Dannemark ...... 1836 R » 1794.
74 <{ Norge .eeceecennes » 1960 » » 1800. .
Princess-Carolina °,, 1637 » » 1805.

The model of the Chrnstian VII. was so much admired, that
2 ship, in every respect the same was immediately ordered to be
built. That ship was the Cambridge, of 2139 tons, launched

n 1815. : ’

The most valuable part of the Copenhagen seizure were the
amasts, yards, timber, sails, cordage, and other naval stores. The
value of these may be partly appreciated when it is known that,
exclusive of the stores that were shipped on hoard the British
and late Danish men of war, 92 transports, measuring upwards

-of 20,000 tons, bronght away full cargoes. The guns, of course,
on account of the difference in their caliber, were of no value,
except perhaps as metal for recasting. According to a Danish
lewspamer of the year 1806, the ordnance belonging to the 20
sail of the line afloat, and to the frigates, sloops, and gun-vessels,
amounted to 2041 long guns, 202 carronades, and 222 mertars.
Bat it is believed that many of the ships did not bring away
the whole of their guns. The benefit to Englaml was not what
she had acquired, but what Denmark had lost ; and it is doubt-
fal whether, all circumstances considered, the destruction of the
Danish ships at their moorings would not have been quite as
profitable to the former, as their capture andiconveyance home.

- The attack upon the Danish city and fleet naturally pro-
duced, especially when a formidable French army was near and
2 Russian ally in prospect, a declaration of war an the part of
the crown prince; and on the 4th of November. the King of
England ordered reprisale to be granted against the ships,
goods, and subjects of Denmark. The winter was not, how-
-ever, the period for active operations; and the Vanguard 74,
with a few frigates and smaller vessels, was all the British foyce
left cruising in the Belt, : :

- On the 30th of August the British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate
Quebec, Captain the Right Honourable Lord Falkland, arrived
off the Danish island of Heligoland, situated at the mouth of
the Elbe, and forming a natural barrier to the shoals of that
mver, the Weser, the Emms, and the Eyder. Lord Falkland:
immediately summoned the governor to surrender this small,
but in a commercial point of view important, island to the arms
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of Great Britain. The Danish officer refused ; and the Quebec
was preparing to use force to compel him, when, at 2 h. 30 m.
». M. on the 4th of September, Vice-admiral Thomas Macnamara:
Russel, with the 74-gun ship Majestic, Captain George Hart,
arrived and anchored close off the town. At 6 ». M., while
making arrangements to storm the place with the marines and
seamen of the two ships, the vice-admiral received a flag of
truce with an offer to capitulate. On the next day, the 5th, the
treaty was signed, and the island, which was much wanted as a
safe asylum for the English cruisers in these dangerous waters,
became a possession of Great Britain.

BRITISH AND TURKISH FLEETS.

The unbounded influence, which in the autumn of 1806,
France had acquired in the councils of the divan, threatening a
rupture between Turkey and Russia, England as the ally of the
latter, endeavoured to restore the amicable relations of the two
countries; but her ambassador, Mr. Arbuthnot, found himself
completely foiled by the intrigues of the French ambassador,
General Sebastiani. This artful emissary had arrived at Con-
stantinople on the 10th of August, and in a few days succeeded
in persuading the Porte to recal the reigning hospadars from
Moldavia and Wallachia. On the 16th of September Sebastiani
demanded, that the canal of Constantinople should be shut
against Russian ships, which, by a former treaty, were allowed
to pass it ; threatening war in case of refusal, and pointing to
the powerful French army then in Dalmatia.

On the 22d of October the British admiralty directed Vice~
admiral Lord Collingwood, who still cruised off Cadiz, but, in
the peaceable demeanour of the Franco-Spanish squadron, found
little to occupy hisattention, forthwith to detach three sail of
the line, to reconnoitre the situation of the forts of the Darda-
nells and fortifications adjacent, as a measure of prudence, in
case circumstances should call for an attack upon them by a
British force. Owing to the quick passage of the vessel
bearing the despatches, Lord Collingwood was enabled, on the
2d of November, to send Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Louis upon

the delicate and important service in view. And yet, on the”

15th of February, 1808, in the House of Commons, the Honour-
able Thomas Grenville, the first lord of the admiralty who had
given the orders, butwho was then out of office, stated, that
ir Thomas Louis had not been detached until the 5th of
December, and seemed to complain, as in that case well he
might, that six weeks from the date of the orders had been
allowed to expire before any step was taken to put them into
execution. This shows how requisite it is to attend to dates.
On the 8th Sir Thomas, with the 80-gun ship Canopus, bear-
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ing his flag, Captain Thomas George Shortland, 74-gun ship
Thunderer, Captain John Talbot, 64-gun ship Standard, Captain
Thomas Harvey, one frigate and one sloop, anchored in Valetta
harbour, island of Malta; and, having taken in water and
provisions, the squadron sailed again on the 15th. On the 21st
the rear-admiral anchored off the island of Tenedos, situated
about 14 miles to the southward of the entrance to the Dar-
danells, for the purpose of obtaining pilots, and a change of
wind to the southward. While these two indispensable articles
are being waited for, we will endeavour to give a brief descrip-
tion of the passage which the squadron was preparing to enter.
The channel is full 12 leagues long, and, Eetween the capes
Greco and Janizary at its entrance, about three miles wide.
About a mile up the strait are a pair of forts, called the outer
castles of Europe and Asia. Here the channel is about two
miles wide. About three leagues higher is a promontory, that
contracts the passage to little more than three quarters of a
mile. On each side of this narrow, the proper Dardanells, stands
a castle, mounted with heavy cannon. These are called the
inner castles of Europe and Asia, or the castles of Sestos and
Abydos. Above these castles the passage widens, and then
forms another constriction, which is hardly so wide as the
former, and is also defended by forts. The passage again
widens, and, after slightly approximating at Galipoli, opens
into the sea of Marmora. At nearli' the opposite extremity of
this small sea, and at about 100 miles from the entrance to it,
stands the city of Constantinople,

On the 27th, at 3 A. M., pilots being on board and the wind
fair, the squadron weighed and stood towards the strait. At 9
A. M. the Thunderer and Standard anchored in Azire bay, about
two miles below the castle of Abydos ; and the Canopus, with
a light west-south-west wind, proceeded alone. At 10 A.m. the
rear-admiral interchanged salutes with the fort of Mydore, and,
at 4 p. M. on the 28th, with Seraglio point; off which, at 5». M.
the Canopus anchored, in company with the 40-gun frigate
Endymion, Captain the Honourable Thomas Bladen Capel,
who had carried out Mr. Arbuthnot, and was waiting the result
of his negotiation.

It would appear that, intimidated by the preparations of the
Russian ambassador, Italinski, to leave the capital, the Turks
had, since the 15th of October, reversed the decrees which
Sebastiani had extorted from their fears, and acceded to all Ita-
linski’s demands, when, on the 23d of November, the Russian:
General Michelson, at the head of a powerful army, entered
Moldavia, and took possession of Chotzim, Bender, and Jassi.
The news of this invasion turned the tide of affairs; and Ita-
linski, on the 25th of December, went on board Sir Thomas
Louis’s ship, .

On the 28th, early in the morning, the rear-admiral weighed
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and steered for the Dardanells, leaving the Endymion. to attend.
upon Mr. Arbuthnot. On the 2d of January, 1807, the Canapus
joined the Thunderer and Standard in Azire bay; where wese
also lying the 38-gun frigate Active, Captain Richard Hussey
Moubray, and 18-gun ship-sloop Nautilus, Captain Edward
Palmer. On the 4th the Russian ambassador removed on board
the Active, and the latter sailed with him to Malka. On the.
31st, at 10 . m., the squadron was joined by the Endymion,
having on board the British ambassador and suite, and the whole
of the British merchants late residents of Constantinople ; with
whom the frigate, having cut her cables, had sailed on the 29th,
at 11 p. M. .

. It appears that the canse of all this alarm was some private
inform};pﬁeo‘:], that the Turkish government meant to seize the
Endymion, also the ambassador, his suite, and all the British
residents, with the view of detaining them as hostages, and of
“ putting them to death by torture,” in case a British force should
<commence hostilities. The merchants placed such reliance upon
the intelligence, that they did not wait to carry off any part.of their
property. Sir Thomas Louis immediately weighed with his pas~
sengers, and, dropping down, reanchored the same evening off
the entrance of the strait. On the following morning, the 1st
of February, the squadron again weighed, and anchored soom
afterwards off the island of Tenedos.

In anticipation of a rupture of the negotiations with the
Sublime Porte, the British admiralty, on the 22d of November,
1806, had directed Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood to detach &
force to the Dardanells, to be ready, in case of necessity, to act
«ffensively against the Turks ; and, proceeds the order, as the
service pointed out will require much ability and firmness in the
officer who is to command it, you are to intrust the execution
thereof to Vice-admiral Sir John Thomas Duckworth.”* Owing
to these orders having been put on board a squadron, which was
detained by contrary winds, it was not until the 12th of January
that they reached Lord Collingwood off Cadiz. On the 15th,
in the evening, Sir John parted company from the fleet, in the
100-gun ship Royal-George, Captain . Richard Dalling Dunn,
with instructions to the following purport. .

After having assembled the ships he had been directed to take
with him, the vice-admiral was to proceed as expeditiously a8
possible to the Straits of Constantinople, and there take up
such a position as would enable him to bombard the town, m
case of a refusal to deliver up the Turkish flest (the paper-force
of which was 12 sail of the line and nine frigates), mg,a’lhﬂ'
with a supply of naval stores from the arsenal sufficient for its
equipment, This was all plain sailing; but some contingencies
were tacked to the vice-admiral’s instructions, which rendered

* ‘Parliamentaty papers ordered March 23, 1808,
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them complicated and obscure. For instance, he was to consult
Mr. Arbuthnot on the “ measures proper to be pursued;” and it
was only, when the British ambassador was of opinion that
hostilities should commence,” that the British admiral was to
make the peremptory demand of the surrender of the Turkish
tleet. ¢ At this criais,” says Lord Collingwood ¢ should any
negotiation on the subject be proposed by the Turkish govern-
ment, as such proposition will probably be to gain time for pre-
paring their resistance or securing their ships, I would recommend
that no negotiation should continue more than half an hour;
and, in the event of an absolute refusal, you are either to can-
nonade the town, or attack the fleet wherever it may be, holding
it in mind, that the getting the possession, and next to that the
destruction, of the Turkish fleet, is the object of the first consider-
ation.” Lord Collingwood added, that the force appointed for
the service was greater than had. originally been intended, on a
belief that the Russian squadron would not be in a situation to
co-operate ; but that his lordship had, by letter, requested Vice-
admiral Seniavin, then cruising in the Archipelago, with a Russian
squadron of eight or 10 sail of the line, to detach four of his
ships to serve under SirJohn Duckworth in the expedition.

n the 17th the Royal-George arrived at Gibraltar, and on the
18th sailed again, accompanied by the 98-gun ship Windsor-
Castle, Captain Charles Boyles, and Repulse 74, Captain the
Honourable Arthur Kaye Legge, all three ships, as ordered by
‘Lord Collingwood, having completed their provisions to four
months. On the 30th the squadron anchored in Valetta barbour,
island of Malta; and on the lst of February Sir John de-
spatched the Active, which had arrived the preceding day with
the Russian ambassador, to Sir Thomas Louis, to apprize him of
the intended junction, and of the plan that was to follow. On
the same day the 74-gun ship Ajax, Captain the Honourable
‘Henry Blackwood, and on the 2d of February the Pompée, of
the same force, Captain Richard Dacres, bearing the flag of
Rear-admiral Sir William Sidney Smith, arrived from the coast
of Bicily. On the 4th, in the afternoon, Sir John, thus rein-
forced, sailed for the Archipelago, and on the 10th anchored off
the island of Tenedos, in company with the Canopus and her
companions; making the squadron under the vice-admiral
amount to eight sail of the line, two frigates (the Active havin
rejoined on the 6th), and two bomb-vessels, the Lucifer an

eteor, Captains Robert Elliot and James Collins.

8ir John had now the satisfaction to learn, that the strait of
the Dardanells. was not quite so formidable a passage as had
been represented; that the batteries were, some of them dilapi-
dated, and others but partially mounted and poorly manned ;
and that the bulk of the Turkish fleet lay moored in the port-of
Constantinople, in an unequipped but preparing state, except
one 64-gun_ ship, four frigates, and several smaller vessels, at
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anchor just below Point Pesquies, which is nearly half-way up
the channel to the Marmora.

Every moment’s delay augmenting the danger, Sir John, on
the 11th, at 11 A.x., weighed with the sqnaﬁron, and stood
towards the mouth of the Dardanells; but at 1 p.m., the wind,
which was from the south-east, not being fair for passing up
the channel, the ships came to an anchor off Cape Janizary.
Whether Vice-admiral Duckworth had received any other in-
formation than that afforded him by Sir Thomas Louis, or that a
few days’ reflection had enabled him to discover, in the latter’s
communication, some cause of alarm which he had at first over-
looked, certain it is, that, on or about the 14th of February, Sir
John began stuffing a cushion for his fall. In a letter to Lord
Collingwood of that date, he says: “Having explained our
intentions thus far, I think it a duty I owe to his majesty, and
my own honour, to observe to your lordship, that our minister
having left Constantinople 16 days since, and the Turks employed
French engineers to erect batteries to flank every turn mm our
passage through the Dardanells, I conceive the service pointed '
out in my instructions as completely altered ; and, viewed in
whatever light it may be, has become the most arduous and
doubtful that ever has been undertaken, for, as I am instructed
by your lordship to communicate and consult with his majesty’s
ambassador, and to be guided in my proceedings by such com- -
munication, it is on that principle that the resolution has been
adopted, for the honour and character of the nation appear
ﬁle ged, and in our hands they never can be tarnished. Of the

azard which attends such an enterprise I am fully aware. We
are to enter a sea environed with enemies, without a possible
resource but in our ourselves; and when we are to return there
cannot remain a doubt but that the passage will be rendered as
formidable as the efforts of the Turkish empire, directed and
assisted by their allies the French, can make it. I entreat your
lordship, however, to believe, that, as I am aware of the diffi-
culties we have to encounter, so I am resolved that nothing on
my part (shall) be left undone that can ensure the means of sdr-
mounting them.”* :

On the evening of the same day on which this preparative
letter bears date, a melancholy accident befel the Ajax, one of
the ships of Sir John Duckworth’s squadron. At 9 ».m., justas
Captain Blackwood had retired to rest; the officer of the watch
ran into the cabin and acquainted him that there was a great
alarm of fire in the after part of the ship, Signals of distress
were immediately made and enforced by guns. The fire had
broken out in the after cockpit, and in the course of 10 minutes,
notwithstanding every attempt to stifle it, the smoke became so
dense, that, although the moon shone bright, the officers and

* Parliamentary papers ordered March 23 1808,
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amen on the upper deck could only distinguish each other by
.speaking or feeling: all attempts, therefore, to hoist out the
boats, except the jollyboat, were ineffectual. The flames then
burst up the main hatchway, thereby dividing the fore from the
after part of the ship; and with the greatest difficulty, the ca
tain, and about 381 of the officers, secamen, and marines of the
ship, effected their escape, chiefly by jumping overboard from
the bowsprit, or dropping into the few boats that were enabled to
approach in time to be useful. Captain Blackwood leaped from
the spritsail yard, and, after being about half an hour in the
water, was picked up much exhausted, by one of the boats o1
the Canopus. ..

The Ajax burnt during’the whole night, and, the wind blowing
fresh from the north-east, drifted on the island of Tenedos;
where, at 5 A. M. on the following day, the 15th, the ship blew
up with an awful explosion. Her net complement of men and
boys was about 633 ; therefore, admitting all to have been on
board at the commencement of the disaster, 250 souls must have
perished. Among the sufferers were two merchants of Constan-
tinople, and two women: a third saved herself by following her
husband with a child in his arms down a rope from the jib-boom
end.

A court-martial sat on Captain Blackwood and his surviving
officers and crew for the loss of their ship, and pronounced upon
them a sentence of honourable acquittal. Nothing of a decisive
nature appears to have transpired relative to the origin of the
accident, but rumour attributed it to a light falling among some
hay .which had been incautiously stowed away in the after cock-
Ppit or bread-room. Mr. Parke, the chemist, seems, however, to
think it highly probable, that the fire which destroyed the Ajax
was occasioned by the spontaneous combustion of some coals
having a quantity of martial pyrites mixed with them.*

At length the wind shifted to south-south-west, and on the
19th, at 7 aA.m., the squadron weighed, and steered for the
entrance of the Dardanells. Sir Sidney Smith of the Pompée
had previously been directed to take under his orders the Thun-
derer, Standard, and Active, and, in case any opposition should
be offered by the Turkish squadron, to destroy it. The British
ships then formed themselves in line of battle in the following
order : Canopus, Repulse, Royal-George, Windsor-Castle, Stand-
ard, having in tow the Meteor, Pompée, Thunderer, having in
tow the Lucifer, Endymion, Active. At 8 A.m.,the Canopus
arrived abreast of the outer castles, both of which opened a fire
upon her, and, in succession upon the ships in her wake ; but,
at the su%lgestion of Mr. Arbuthnot none of the British ships
returned the fire, except the two bomb-vessels, who threw a few
shells. This appears to have been rather an inconsistent pro-

* See Parke’s Chemical Catechism, p. 265, note.
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ceeding ; but the bombs were actually sigemiied the com-
mander-in-chief to open their fire. \;ht effect Zt fire pro-

duced we cannot positively ::{; but we believe it amounted to
20 more than the squadron suffered in passing these castles, and
that was too slight to be noticed. At 9h.30m. A.m. the lead-
ing ship of the British squadron arrived abreast of the mner pair
of es, which also opened a fire, within point-blank shot.
This fire was returned by the ships of the squadron in succession
as they , and doubtless with some effeet.

The um;ge sustained by the British ships in passing the
Dardanells, for that object had now been attained, was compa-
ratively trifling. Not a mast or yard had been shot away, and
the only spars injured were the spritsail yard of the Royal-
George, gaff of the Canopus, and maintopsail yard of the Stand-
ard. Nor was the loss of men by any means so great as-might
have been expected. The Canopus had three seamen killed,
one petty-officer, eight seamen, and three marines wounded;
the lgpulse, one petty-officer and two seamen wounded ; the
Royal-George, two seamen and one marine killed, two petty
officers, 22 seamen, and five marines wounded, total, three
killed and 29 wounded ; rather out of the usual proportion.
The Windsor-Castle had seven seamen wounded : the remaining
ships, namely, the Standard, Meteor (who had the misfortane
to burst her 13-inch mortar), Pompée, Thunderer, Lucifer,
Endymion, and Active, no one hurt; total, six killed and 51
wounded. .

A little above the castle of Abydos, and stretching on towards
Point Pesquies, or Nagara Burun, on the Asiatic side, lay the
Turkish squadron, of which we have before spoken, consisting of
one 64-gun ship, with a rear-admiral’s flag, one 40-gun frigate,
with the flag of the captain pasha, two frigates of 36, and one of
32 guns, four corvettes, one of 22, one of 18, and two of 10 guns;
two armed brigs, and two gun-boats. One of the brigs, on ob-
serving the approach of the British, cut her cables, and made
sail for Constantinople with the intelliﬁence; and yet no ship, a¢
it appears, was detached in pursuit of her. With more gallantry
than discretion, the Turkish ships fired at the British van, as
soon as it arrived abreast of them. Having returned this fire,
the Canopus, Repulse, Royal-George, and Windsor-Castle, stood
on to an anchorage about three miles above the point; while
Bir Sidney, with the Pompée, Thunderer, Standard, and frigates,
ran in and anchored within musket-shot of the Tarkish squadron;
as well as of a redoubt on the point, mounting 31 heavy guns.

At about 10 A. u., the firing commenced, and in hulf an hout
the Turkish 64 ran on shore on the Asiatic side of the stream.
In a few minutes afterwards the pasha’s frigate, and all the other
vessels, except one frigate, one corvette, and one gen<boat, did
the same, The two latter were captured. The Frigzte cut her
cables to escape from: the heavy fire of the Pompéd and Thun-
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derer, and was making for the Earopean side ; when the Active,
by signal weighed and stood after her, but was unable to prevent
the Turks from running their ship on shore. Captain Moubray
then sent bhis bosts, under the command of Lieutenant George
‘Wickens Willes and Walter Croker, who took out the crew of
the frigate, and afterwards destroyed her.

As the redoubt on the point maintained its fire, and the
Turkish ships that had run on shore near it kept up their colours,
while a part of the crews remained armed on the beach, and a
.considerable body of Asiatic troops, both horse and foot, appeared
on the hills, the British were under the necessity of continuing the
cannonade. A few shells from the Pompée dispersed the Asiatics,
and Lieutenant Mark Oates, of that ship’s marines, landed and
brought off their green standard. Meanwhile the boats of the
Thunderer and Standard, under the command of Lieutenants
John Carter, John Waller, and Thomas Colby, boarded and
destroyed the three Turkish frigates on shore on the Asiatic side;
and Lieutenant Edward Nicolls of the Standard’s marines, to
whom the duty of burning the 40-gun frigate had been assigned,
struck and carried off the flag of the captain pasha. Profiting”
b'y the consternation of the Turks from the explosions on all sides
of them, Lieutenant Nicolls, accompanied by Lieutenant of
marines William Finmore and Lieutenant Lestock Francis Boi-
leau, entered the redoubt, the Turks retreating as the party ap~
proached. He then set fire to the gabions, and spiked the guns;;
_eight of which were brass, and carried immensely large marble
balls. The expected explosion of the line-of-battle ship, which
the Repulse, by signal from the commander-in-chief, was assist~
ing the Pompée’s bouts to destroy, obliged the British to retire
from the shore before they had quite completed the demolition
of the redoubt. The boats detached upon this service were
commanded by Lieutenant William Fairbrother Carroll, having
under him Lieutenant Walter Croker, Lieutenants of marines
‘David Holt and William Lawrie, master’s mate David Sinclair,
end midshipwen Thomas Smith, George Parkyns, Edmund
Lyons, and Norfolk King. :

The loss sustained by the British in their engagement with
the Turkish squadron and the redoubt amounted to three seamen

_ and one marne killed, and one officer,* nine seamen, and

four marines wounded, belonging to the Thunderer, five seamen
wounded belonging to the Pompée, one officer and five seamen
wounded belonging to the Standard, and one marine wounded,
to the Endymion ; total four killed and 26 wounded : making,
with the previous loss, 10 killed and 77 wounded, the amount n
the official return. : ' .

. % In consequence of the manner in which the general return of loss is
drawn up at the foot of Yir John Duckworth’s public letter, we are unable to .

:ﬁdfym officer was wounded in any of the separate services performed
uring this expedition. :
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At 5 p. M., having destroyed the Turkish squadron, and left
the Active, in conjunction with the prize-corvette, gun-boat, and
a division of the Pompée’s boats to effect the total destruction of
the battery, Sir Sidney with the remainder of his division got
under way; and, Sir John having also weighed, the whole
squadron pursued its course up the channel, with a strong breeze
from the south by west, which was as fair as it could blow. At
8 p. M., the ships passed Galipoli, and, entering the sea of
Marmora, stood for Eonstantinople. The British admiral carried
little sail during the night; and on the following day, the 20th,
the wind lessened' considerably. The delay caused by this
double misfortusie made it nearly 10 p. M. before the squadron
came to anchof; and then, not off the town of Constantinople,
but off the Prince’s islands, about eight miles from it.

On the 21st, at daybreak, the wind blew moderately from the
south-east; and every one in the squadron, except the admiral
and the ambassador, expected probably that the ships would
weigh, and, in the letter as well as spirit of Sir John’s instruc-
tions, proceed off the town, to be ready to bombard it the
instant Mr. Arbuthnot should give the word. In fact it would
appear that, as the ambassador, his suite, and the British resi-
dents of Constantinople were completely out of the hands of the
Turks, and as hostilities had actually commenced between the
latter and the British, the whole of tf‘;e contingencies referred to
in Sir John’s instructions were got rid of, and that therefore the
admiral was now at liberty to act upon his own responsibility.
Sir John, however, thought otherwise, and preferred consulting
the ambassador, whose pacific disposition he must by this time
have known. The British squadron, consequently, remained at
anchor; and the Endymion was the only vessel that moved, or
that made an attempt to move, towards Constantinople.

The frigate, with the ambassador’s despatches, anchored at
about 11 h. 30 m. A.w., within four miles of the town, that being
as near as, according to Sir John’s letter, the lightness of the
wind and the strength of the current would permit her to ap-
proach. In these despatches Mr. Arbuthnot declares, ¢ that
the British fleet will avail itself of the first favourable wind to
proceed towards Constantinople;” tells the Turks, that  the
arrival of the fleet ought to eonvince them that, when orders
have been given to Bntish officers, no difficulties, no dangers,
can retard their execution a single moment ;” and promises that,
“in case a favourable answer arrives on the day following at
sunset, all hostile demonstration shall cease.”
~ On the 2lst, at daybreak, “ Sir John Thomas Duckworth,
vice-admiral of the white and knight of the bath,”* as he very

* This honour was conferred upon him on the 6th of June, 1801, on his
return from taking quiet possession of the Danish West-India islands, and
ﬂlrobably as a compensation for his loss of prize-money to the almost imme-
‘diate restoration of the captured colonies. . .
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grokerly styles himself, fires his first epistolary broadside at the
urkish fleet. He informs the Sublime Porte that, * having it
in his power to destroy the capital and all the Turkish vessels,
the plan of operations which his duty prescribes to him is, in
consequence, very clearly marked out.” Was ever any thing so
‘happily expressed ? The vice-admiral then demands, as the only
alternative, to be put in possession of the Turkish ships and
of stores sufficient for their equipment, and gives the 'lP:rkish
government half an hour after the translation of his note to the
reis effendi, to determine upon the proposal.

As a proof of the conciliatory spirit of the Turks, and of how
much was to be expected from them by negotiation, they refused
to permit the flag of truce to land. On the same evening Mr.
Argsthnot addressed a note to the reis effendi, and declared, that
% the answer to the admiral’s note must be delivered in half an
hour.” Whether or not the officer who carried this note was
permitted to land is uncertain. Midnight of the 21st produced
another threatening note from the admiral, beginning thus:
“ As it has been discovered by our glasses, that the time granted
the Sublime Porte to take its decision is employed in warping
the ships of war into places more susceptible of defence, and in
constructing batteries along the coast, it is the duty of the vice-
admiral to lose no time.””* :

Daybreak on the 22d arrived, duwd - with it appeared at the
admiral’s mast-head the gladdening signal of “ Prepare to
weigh.” The breeze, which continued to blow from the south-
east, freshened in the forenoon; but the preparative flag still
stuck fast to No. 66. Towards 4 p. M. the wind began to slacken,
and at 5 p. M. subsided to nearly a calm. The ships remained
at their anchors; and the opportunity of showing, that the
threats, of which the admiral and the ambassador had been so
lavish, were not empty boastings, was lost. The effect of mor-
tified pride was very serious upon the ambassador; for he was
taken sick that very afternoon, and became so very ill on the
day following, that the admiral, whose frame was formed of
tougher materials, had the whole burden of diplomacy upon
himself. .

Sir John’s first letter in the character of ambassador bears date
on the 23d, and is written in a very lofty and choleric tone. The
vice-admiral begins by practising what, in moderate language,
may be called a ruse. He says: ¢ When the Active joins me, or
even when my squadron shall be joined by all our naval force,
even that shall not occasion any alteration in the terms I have
proposed. I must tell you frank{ , I will not consent to lose any
more time. I owe it to my sovereign and to my own honour not

# These extracts are from the copies of the correspondence in the London
journals, as translated from the Moniteur. This, which may account for the
occasional obscurity of the language, is the only way in which they have been
made public. .
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¢o seffer myself to be duped, and those who are capable of
thinking so meanly of others, justly become t}nemem the
object of suspicion. You are putting yowr ships of war im
motion; you take every method of increasing the means of
defence; but if the Sublime Porte really wishes to save iis
capital from the dreadful calamities which are ready to burst
upon ‘it, the thought of which is shockimg to our feelings of
humanity, you will be sent here very early to-morrow morni
with full powers to conclude with me the work of peace, which
Mr. Arbuthnot would by this time hdave set out to conclu:lie on
shore, if he had net been prevented by a serdous indi
sition. I now declare to yoa’;, for the 1aZt m;e:’y that no consﬁ
ation whatever shall induce me to remain at a distance from
your capital a single moment beyond the period 1 have now
assigned ; and you are sufficiently acquainted with the English
character, not to be ignorant that, in a case of unavoidable
necessity, we are less disposed to threaten than to execute. But.
understand me well. Qur object is peace and amity: this
depends on you.” :

Can it be wondered that the Turkish minister, having the
shrewd Sebastiani at his elbow, should laugh at all this verbiage,
and treat with contempt both the writer and the government of
which he was the organ? First, the fleet of the Turks is de-
manded : now, merely that the latter will remain at peace; or,
in other words, that they will allow Sir John to re
Dardanells without further molestation. Well, the Turks agree
to treat ; and Bir John, on February 24, says: “ Considering
the very great importance of the affair, not only as it regards the
Sublime Porte and Great Britain, but the whole werld, I have
come to the resolution of personally conducting it.” The ad-
miral then proposes that a Turkish minister shall be sent on
board either the Endymion or the Royal-George ; or he is willing
himself to go on shore on any of the Prince’s islands. The
Turks name Kadikioi on the Asiatic side. Sir John Duckworth
now discovers that “ there is no precedent of an admiral, ar
commander-in-chief, quitting his squadron.” He also declares,
that the place is “ too far distant.” Whatever may have been
the vice-admiral’s motives for declining to trust himself amon,
the Turks, they were such, apparently, as no arguments coulg
overcome. Sir John therefore wished to depute rear-admiral
Louis to be his representative on shore. '

Whether the latter felt, that he who wore the honours, should
also share the dangers, of the ambassadorship, or that he con-
sidered the negotiation, like the rest of this celebrated war of
words, to be all vapour, Sir Thomas Louis preferred remaining
on board his ship. - The only persons, therefore, whose lives
were placed in jeopardy, were a young midshipmian named
Harwell, and four lads belonging to the Endymion; who, on
their way to the island of Prota in the frigate’s jollyboat, to buy
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provisions of the Greek inhabitants, had been boarded by a

of Tarks from the main and carried to Constantir‘:gplel?”g
demand to bave these lads restored formed the third stage of
this protracted correspondence; and a flat refusal to deliver
them up completed the climax of insolence and barbarity on one
side, and of humilration and disgrace on the other.

On the 27th, in the moming, it was discovered that the Turks
had landed on the island of Prota, one of the Prince’s islands,
and the nearest $o the anchorage of the British squadron; and
that they were erecting & battery to annoy the latter. The
marines of the squadron, under Captain R. Kent belonging to
the Canopus, were prepared for disembarking ; and the Repulse
and Lucifer, having been ordered to cover the boats, proceeded
towards the island. The two ships, on their approach, began to
scour the beach, with their grape, when, instantly, a number of
Turks quitted the island in their boats ; and one boat, containing
11 men, supposed to comprise the remainder of all those who
hed landed, was captured. In the afternoon the discovery was
made, that some Turks were still on the island of Prota. The
marines of the Canopus immediately pushed off for the island,
landed ; and, pursuing the Turks toa monaster{ with loop-holes
for musketry, got worsted, with the loss of their brave com-
mander and of several of their party. The signal having been
made for assistance, the marines and armed boats’ crews of the
Royal-George, Windsor-Castle, and Standard, hastened to the
rescue of their comrades on shore. A smart skirmish ensued;
and, in the height of it, an officer arrived from the admiral, with
orders for the detachments to return on board. The different "
boats’ crews reached their respective ships soon after dark, with
the loss of two officers, and five (i)etty officers, seamen, and
marines killed, and two officers, and 17 petty officers, seamen,
and marines wounded ; total, seven killed and 19 wounded.

Here was an enterprise that, had it succeeded, would have
almost atoned for the imbecility and irresolution which had cha-
racterized every preceding act of the eerdition. On the island
of Prota, when attacked by the British, were two very import.
ant personages, General Sebastiani and the chief aga of the
Janizaries.” Had these men been brought on board the squadron,
Sir John might at least have obtained, as the price of their
ransom, leave to quit, what he so feelingly calls, “a sea en-
vironed with enemies,” without harm to himself or his ships. A
clever negotiator, indeed, might have effected a surprising change
in the political views and intentions of the Sublime Porte.

It was not merely that the force, originally detached against
the Turks upon the island of Prota, was inadequate to the pur-

; it was, that the small reinforcement afterwards sent had:
received directions “to bring off the Canopus’s people, but to
avoid being drawn into danger.” These were Sir John Duck-
worth’s positive orders ; andevelﬁ2his permission to Rear-admiral

x
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Louis, to send the first party, consisting of the marines of the
Canopus, was not conceded without the neutralizing accom-
iment, ¢ that no risk whatever must be run, but if it could
effected without hazarding the people, it might.” Who ex-
ts that military operations are to be conducted without risk ?
f the detachments were “not to pursue their object should it be
attended with any hazard,” Sir John might as well have sent a
party of old women to drive away the Turks. Such milk-and-
water wishy-washy measures will never succeed. And yet, not
the slightest imputation attaches to the officers or men who
landed on Prota: all acted as British seamen and marines will
ever act when left to themselves; but, in the midst of their
glorious career, comes the chilling order for them to re-embark
and return to their ships.

The calm weather of the 25th and 26th had been succeeded
on the 27th by a westerly wind, which blew during the whole of
the 28th ; but the Turks had learned by experience, that the
British admiral had no real intention to molest their town or
their fleet. The latter they had been suffered partially to equip,
and the former to protect by batteries at every assailable point.
That the French engineers and Turkish workmen had not been
idly employed at a g’:stauce from the capital, we shall presently
have occasion to show. By daybreak on the 1st of March the
wind had shifted to the north-east; which was as fair as it could
blow for quitting the territories of a people so ignorant and fool-
hardy, that no rhetoric could persuade, no threats intimidate
them. Up went, at the Royal-George’s mast-head, the signal
to weigh ; and the preparative flag, if hoisted along with it, was
8o quickly hauled down, that at 81h. 25 m. A. m. the whole of the
British ships were under sail, standing in line of battle.

Although the Turks had been 10 days equipping their fleet,
they had not, it appears, been able to get ready for sea more
than five sail of the line and four frigates. These were at anchor
in the road. By way of a flourish, or, as Sir John says, to give
the Turkish “fleet” en opportunity to come out and attack him,
he stood on and off Constantinople during the day, and at night
bore up for the Dardanells. On the 2d, at 5 p. M., daylight
being preferred for passing the castles, the squadron came to an
anchor about six miles above Point Pesquies, and was there
joined by the Active frigate and her prize, the late Turkish cor-
vette ; which latter, by the admiral’s orders, was given up to the

risoners.

On the 3d, at 7h. 30 m. A. M., the squadron again weighed,
and at 8h. 16 m. A.m. bore up under topsails, with the wind
fresh at north-east. The ships then proceeded down the channel
in the same order in which they had sailed up,* except that the
Active was ahead of the Endymion, and that, instead of the

# See p. 301,
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Standard, the Endymion had the Meteor in fow. On approach-
ing the castle of Abydos, hoping grobably to propitiate the
Turks, Sir John fired a salute of 13 guns. This produced an
¥mmediate return of shot and shells, both from the two castles
and from the bagtery on Point Pesquies ; which latter, since the
passage up, had been repaired and remounted. The other bat-
teries on both sides, successively as the ships arrived abreast of
them, opened their fire and received a fire in return. The mutual
cannonade was kept up until nearly 11 h. 40 m. A. M.; and at a
little before noon the British squadron anchored off Cape Jani-
~za¥, out of the reach of further molestation.
- The improved state of the defences of the Dardanells, since
the passage up of the British, would naturally display its effects
upon the latter in their passage down. We will take the ships
in the order in which they descended the strait. The Canopus
had her wheel carried away, and her hull much damaged, by
the stone shot, but escaped with the loss of only three seamen
wounded. On board the Repulse, a stone shot, from the castle
on the Asiatic side, came through between the poop and quarter-
deck, and killed two quarter-masters, five seamen, and three
marines, and wounded one lieutenant of marines, two corporals,
and four privates, also two quarter-masters and a boatswain’s
mate ; total, 10 killed and 10 wounded, the only loss which the
Repulse on this occasion sustained. The same shot badly
wounded the mizenmast, broke and carried away the wheel, and
did other serious damage. The Royal-George had several lower
shrouds cut away, and her masts slightly wounded: a large
stone shot also stuck fast in her cut-water. Her loss amounted:
to two seamen and one marine killed, two officers, one petty-
officer, 22 seamen, and two marines wounded; total, three
killed and 27 wounded.* A stone shot of 800 pounds weight
struck the mainmast of the Windsor-Castle, and cut it more
than three quarters through: her loss amounted to three sea-
men killed, one petty-officer and 12 seamen wounded. On
board the Standard, a stone shot from the castle of Sestos,
weighing 770 pounds, and measuring six feet eight inches in
circumference and two feet two inches in diameter, entered the
lower deck, killed four seamen, and, having set fire to the salt-
boxes which were on deck for immediate use, caused an explo-
sion that badly wounded one lieutenant, three petty-officers, 37
seamen, .and six marines. The alarm of fire that followed the
explosion caused four seamen to leap overboard, all of whom
were drowned ; making the Standard’s total loss by this single
shot (and which was all she sustained) amount to eight killed
and drowned, and 47 wounded. The Pompée had the good
fortune to escape without being struck by a shot, in hull, masts,
rigging, or sails. The Thunderer, on the other hand, was a

* See p. 302.
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good deal damaged, and had two seamen killed, one lieutenant,
one midshipman, 10 seamen, and two marines wounded. The
Lucifer hed no oue hurt. The Active received a granite shot
weighing 800 Eonnds, and measuring six feet six inches in cir-
cumference, which passed through her side two feet above the
water, and lodged on the orlop deck, close to the magazine-
‘seuttle, without injuring a man. The aperture made by it was
so wide, that Captain Moubray, on looking over the side to
ascertain what damage it had done, saw two of his crew thrust-
ing their heads through at the same moment. Had there been a
necessity for hauling to the wind on the opposite tack, she must
have gone down.* Her loss altogether amounted only to her
boatswain, four seamen, and three marines wounded. e En--
dymion had three seamen killed, and one lieutenant and eight
seamen wounded. The Meteor had the misfortune, about a
4quarter of an hour before she got abreast of the castle of Abydes,
to part the hawser by which the Em:’y]mlon had been towing her.
The Endymion did not wait to take the Meteor again in tow, but
hastened past the batteries. These opened a tremendous fire
upon the bomb, and all on board the squadron, knowing that the
eteor’s magazine was above water, expected every mstant to
see her blown into the air. The stone skot flew about her in all
directions, and some struck her hull. At length, after (as in the
passege up she had done her 13-inech) bmstinti her 10-inch
mertar, the Meteor got past the batteries, with the loss of ome
lieutenant of the marine artillery and seven seamen wounded.
We may netice in passing, that the Lucifer’s magazine was also
above water, both bombs having originally been merchant
vessels. The regular bombs, or those built as such, have their
magazines below water, which is the r place. It was cer-
tainly a very hazardous experiment, to take these bomb-vessels
where they would be exposed to so close and heavy a fire as im
the passage of the Dardanells.
¢ The total of the British loss in repassing the Dardanells
amounted to 29 Kkilled and 138 wounded; and the total loss
mcurred in the expedition, to46 killed, including the four drowned,
and 235 wounded. The following appear to have beem the
officers who suffered on the oceasion. Killed: Captain of
marines R. Kent, of the Canopus, and Lieutenant George
Lawrenee Belli, of the Royal-George. Wounded : Lieutenants
John Forbes and Nisbet Josiah Willoughby, and midshipmen
George Holbrook, John Furneanx, — Dalrymple, John Alexander,
Jobn Wood Rouse, and Charles Cotesworth, of the Royal
George ; master’s mate John Nichols, and midshipman George
Wray, of the Canopus; master’s mate William -Joves of the
Windsor-Castle; Lieutenant of marines Thomas Marshall, and
master’s mate Joseph Magui of the Repulse ; Lieatenants Jobn

* Marshall’s Navel Biography, vol. i., p. 809.
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‘Waller and Thomas Colby, and midshipman Moeore, of the
Thunderer; Lieutenant Daniel Harrington, Lieutemant of marimes
Wilham Finmove, master’s mates John Haines and William
Smith, midshipman Charles Jay, and beatswains Williame
Shorbridge of the Standard, and Mark Palmer of the Active;
Lieutenant John Langdon of the Endymion, and Lieutenant of
marine artillery George E. Ballchild, of the Meteor.

When the British admiral, as already related, dropped anchor
off Cape Janizary, he was joined by the Russian admiral with
eight sail of the line. What followed we will give in the words
of one who, naturally feeling a bias towards Sir John Duck worth,*

- mever wilfully misses an opportunity of bepraising him. “ Siniavin
requested Sir Jobn to return with him, and renew the attack or -
the negotiations ; but this was declined, and it was observed,
perhaps with too much national vanity, that where a British
squadron bad failed no other was likely to succeed.t

So much for the far-famed ition to the Dardanells. Had
the board of admiralty of that day been better acqueinted with
the character of Sir John Thomas Duckwerth, they would have
sought elsewhere for an officer of < ability and firmness” to carry
their ovders into execution. There was one, indeed, net five
days’ sail from the mouth of the Dardanells, whose ability and
fismness had never been doubted, and whose loeal expenence,
and well-known influence with the Porte, eminently fitted him
to be the conductor of such an enterprise. As soon as the Turks
bad decided to be hostile by firing at his ships, Rear-admiral
Bir Sidoey Smith would have considered himself as released from
all further dependence upon the ambassador, and would bave
thought only of what was due to the honour of the British flag.
On meeting the Tuarkish ships off Point Pesquies, he would
bawe left two or three of his line-of-battle ships, and his frigates,
to dispose of them, and, with the remainder of his squadron;
would have dashed on to Constantinople. There, in nce of
<urrents and eddies, castles and granite balls, he would have
Ixid his squadron close to the town, with his heaviest ship ready,
st 2 moment’s notice, to batter down the walls of the seraglio, 1f
the terms which he had been instructed to demand were not

ictly complied with. No one can doubt what would have
been the result of & measure so prompt, so mtimridating, and so

icable.

That there should have been no investigation of the eauses
that led to so palpable a defeat as the one we have just done
relating, may appear extraordinary. An inquiry was undoubtedly
in contemplation, but two or three circumstances eonspired ta
peevent it from being proseeuted. On the 16th of May, 1808,
Colonel Wood maved, in parliament, for the log of the Royal-
George, with the view of grounding a charge against Sir John

# See p. 202. 4+ Brenton, vol iv., p. 150.
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Thomas Duckworth; but the House of Commons refused to
grant the motion, on the principle, that the inqui? fell more
properly under the cognizance of a court-martial. In four days
afterwards the House was called upon to pass a vote of censure
upon the planners of the expedition, the members of the late
administration. This motion also was lost; although Mr.
- Canning, then foreign secretary, declared, “ it was obvious that
the expedition might have done more than it did,” and Mr.
Windham, late secretary at war, insisted, that * the failure of
the enterprise could not be attributed to any misconduct on the
part of the late government.” .
. This was a broad hint ; but Sir John Thomas Duckworth had
. already shown (see p. 304), that a side wind could make no
impression upon him: he, therefore, did not demand an inquiry
into his conduct, nor did any one else. The fact is, the public
was so astounded at the idea of marble shot of 800 pounds weight,
so convinced of the almost insurmountable difficulties of passing
the Dardanells, and so satisfied with the admiral for havin
destroyed the Turkish “ fleet,”” as most of the papers describe
the 61 and the three or four frigates,* that Sir John rather
gained than lost credit for the discomfiture he had experienced. -

It certainly was, to say the least of it, very injudicious to
" subject the acts of the admiral to the consent of the ambassador.
The cabinet should have decided upon the measure, and the
admiral alone have been charged with its execution. Although
a tissue of contingencies and nicely-drawn distinctions may
unravelled in an instant by the professed diplomatist, a string of
ifs and buts cannot fail to puzzle the understanding, and to
mislead the judgment, of the unsophisticated sailor. He never
succeeds so well, admitting his heart to be in the right place, as
when he can see his way all clear before him to the very muzzles
of the enemy’s cannon.

The attack by the British on the capital of Turkey was imme=
diately followed by the departure of an expedition against
Alexandria in Egypt. On the 6th of March the British 74-gun
ship Tigre, Captain Benjamin Hallowell, accompanied by the
38-gun frigate Apollo, Captain Edward Fellowes, 16-gun brig-
sloop Wizard, Captain Edmund Palmer, and 33 sail of trans-

orts, having on board about 5000 troops.under Major-general

raser, sailed from Messina in Sicily. On the 7th, in the night,
during thick and blowing weather, the Apollo and 19 sai% of
transports parted company ; and on the 15th the Tigre, with the
remaining 14, reached the Arab’s téwer. On the 16th the Tigre:
alone stood in towards Alexandria, to ascertain from Major
Missit, the British resident, and Mr. Briggs, the vice-consul,
who were expected to be on board the Wizard, which had beexr

* In Ralfe’s « Naval Chronology,” vol. ii,, p. 29, we are favoured with a

wiew of the “ Destruction of the Turkish fleet.”
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previously detached to receive them, the strength and disposition
of the garrison and inhabitants. A favourable report being re~ -
turned, the transports were called in from the offing ; and, in the
course of the evening, all the ships anchored off the entrance of
the old or western harbour. :

A summons was immediately sent, demanding possession of
the town and fortresses. The morning, the 17th, brought a
reply from the governor, that he would defend the place to the
last extremity. On the same evening, therefore, between 600
and 700 troops, along with five field-pieces, and 56 seamen
under Lieutenant James Boxer, were disembarked, without op-~
position, near the ravine that runs from lake Mareotis to the
sea; but, owing to the heavy surf which got up in the night,
the remainder, consisting of about 300 men, were not landed
until the following day. On the evening of this day, the 18th,
the troops moved forward, and attacked and carried the enemy’s
advanced works, with the slight loss of seven killed and 10
wounded. On the 19th, the Apollo and the missing transports
appeared in the offing. On joining the Tigre, the Apollo pro-
ceeded, with all the transports, to Aboukir bay; where, on the
following day, the 20th, the remainder of the troops were landed
without opposition, the castle of Aboukir having previously been
secured. 'Pﬁe appearance of such a reinforcement induced the
Turkish governor to offer terms of capitulation, similar to those
which the British had proposed. On the same afternoon these
terms were accepted ; and at 2 A.M. on the 2lst, possession
was taken of the heights of Caffarille and Cretin, and imme-
diately afterwards of the city of Alexandria itself, the garrison
of which amounted only to 467 troops and sailors. '

In the old or wesfern harbour of Alexandria were found two
Turkish frigates and one corvette. One frigate mounted 28
long 18-pounders (French caliber) on the main deck, and six
long 8-pounders and six 18-pounder carronades on the quarter-
deck and forecastle; total 40 guns, all brass. The other frigate
mounted 26 long brass 12, and eight long brass 6 pounders,
total 34 guns; and the corvette 14 long 6, and two long 18

unders, also of brass.

" On the 22d vice-admiral Duckworth, with a part of his squa-
dron, arrived on the coast. The arrival of this reinforcement
induced Major-general Fraser to attack Rosetta and Rhama-
nieh, chiefly to get a supply of provisions for the garrison. The
troops advanced and tooi possession, without resistance, of the
heights of Abourmandour which command the town of Rosetta.
In attempting, however, to possess themselves of that town,
the troops were completely defeated, and returned to Alexan-
dria with the loss of 400 officers and men killed and wounded,
including among the former, the major-general himself. Fa-
mine now threatened the city of Alexandria, and Vice-admiral
Sir John Duckworth, leaving the command of the squadron to
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Rear-admiral Sir Thomas Louis (who died scon afterwards om
board the Canopus), qﬁn‘:ted the coast, for England ; where, om
the 26th of May, the Royal George safely arrived.

" 'The further operations of the British in Egyps, being wheily
of a military nature, need not be here detailed. It may suffiece
to state, that the troops, being overpowered by numbers, suf-
fered reverses ; and after losing upwards of 1000 of their num-
ber in killed, wounded, and prisoners, were compeiled, in the
middle of September, to evacuate Egypt, and re-embark ea .
board their ships. This the British were permitted to do by &
<onvention. wul};s the governor of Egypt; who, immediately om
their departure, entered the city of Alexandria at the head of a
powerful army, and rehoisted on its lofty towers, the standasd
of Mahomet. .

While on the subject of Turkish affairs, we must give some
account of the naval war carried on between Russia and the
Porte. Vice-admiral Seniavin, who made so bold a proposal te
Sir Jo?:d Thomas Duckwortllll,lf bad been educated in the British
mavy, and, if we are rightly informed, subsequently gave a proof
of 'g'is attachment by %eﬁrjirn from servi::q whileyh%:ﬂiﬁes ex-
isted between Russia and ]-gngland. The squadron now under
his orders, and of which Rear-admiral Greig was the second ia
<eommand, consisted of the .

Gan-ship Guo-ship
80 Rafael. P { Ratvizan,
Twerday (flag). St.-Petro.
SeCnd g, )
741 St-Helene. 9.{ Kilduyn.
Yarrowflaul, Venua.
Moscow.

With this fleet, having taken possession of the islands of
Lemnos and Tenedos, 5 2 icom in the latber,ghe
Raussian admiral blockaded the Dardamells. Another Russiam

cruised off the mouth of the Bosphotus, and effectually
eut off all communication between Constantinople and the
Black Sea.

Imboldened by their success over a formidable squadron of
the far-famed Bntish, the Turks hastened to equip their fleet
to act against the Russiams in the Archipelago. With this
stimulus to their exertions, the Turks managed, by the middle
of May, to equip a squadron of eight sail of the line, six frigates,
some ship and brig corvettes, and about 50 gun-vessels. Onm
the 19th this fleet passed the Dardanells, and, fisding that the
Russian admiral had goae to the island of Imbvo, steeved for
Tenedos. Here the Turks endeavoured toland ahodyot:noo&
but were repulsed, and stood over to the coast of Natalia.
the 22d the two fleets got a sight of each othes; and that of
the Turks immediately crowded sail to escape through the Das-



1867. ADMIRAL SENIAVIN IN THE ARCHIPELAGO. 315

danells. After a running fight of two hours, the Turkish admi-
ral succeeded in sheltering himself under the guns of the castles
that guard the straits, but not without, it appears, losing three
- «of his ships by stranding upon Cape Janizary.
- Owing to this disaster, it was not until the 22d of June that
the. Turks were again able to make their appearance outside the
Dardanells. On that day 10 sail of the line, including one
three-decker, with six frigates and five smaller vessels, anchored
off the island of Imbro. They shortly afterwards steered for
“Tenedos, and, disembarking a strong body of Furks, retook the
island. On the 1st of guly the Russian fleet descried the
Turkish fleet off the island of Lemnos. An engagement en-
sued, which lasted all day, and terminated in the alleged loss to
the Turks of three ships of the line and three frigates. The
latter and two of the former were driven on shore. The other
was captured, and proved to be the ship of the captain bey,
mounting 80 brass guns, and manned with 774 men; of whom,
exclusive of the loss on board the other ships, 230 were killed
and 160 wounded : a sufficient proof of the o%stinate manner in
which the Turks had defended themselves. That they were b
no means so skilful as they were brave, is evident from thes
loss sustained by the Russians; which amounted, on board of
all their ships, to only 135 killed and 409 wounded. It wasa
circumstance as singular as it was fortunate, that, on board the
ca?tm‘ed Turkish ship, were found young Harwell and his four
fellow-prisoners. A short time afterwards, falling in with the
Kent 74, Captain Edward Oliver Osborn, the Russian admiral
sent them on board that ship. ,
Having completely defeated the Turks, and compelled them
a second time to retire to the Dardanells, Vice-admiral Seniavin
took measures to recover possession of Tenedos. On the 9th he
appeared off this island with his fleet, and summoned the TFurk-
ish general to surrender upon a capitulation. This the latter
did; and on the 10th the Turkish garrison, numbering 4600 men,
was transported to the coast of Asia. The treaty of Tilsit, of
which we have already given some account, having effected a total
change in the politics of Alexander, Vice-admiral Seriavin, on the
24th of August, concluded an armistice with the Porte. He
then, after detaching Rear-admiral Greig, with the Moscow,
St.-Petro, and some smaller vessels, to take possession of the
island of Carfu, ceded to Russia by France under the treaty
above-named, hastened, with the remaining niue sail of the line
and. one frigate, to get out. of the Mediterranean and inte the
Baltic, before the expected rupture between Russia and England
should render that a difficult undertaking.
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BRITISH AND PORTUGUESE FLEETS.

At the very time that the columns of the Moniteur were filled
with invectives against England, for violating the neutrality of
Denmark, the French emperor was marching an army to the
frontiers of Portugal; and that not because the latter had
relaxed her neutrality in favour of Great Britain, but because
she had hitherto refused wholly to abrogate it in favour of
France. Napoléon had the modesty to demand, that Portugal
should shut her ports against the commerce of England, and
should detain the subjects of the latter and sequestrate their
property ; thus compelling the prince regent virtually to declare
war against the ancient ally of his house, merely to indulge the
rancour of the French emperor, and assist him with a fleet of
ships in his meditated plan of adding Ireland to the number of
his conquests. Awed, at length, by the near approach of General
Junot and an army of 40,000 men, and swayed probably by the
arguments of the powerful French faction that exisf.edy in the
heart of his capital, the prince regent, on the 20th of October,
declared by proclamation, that he had judged it proper “ to-
accede to the cause of the continent,” and shut his ports against
the men-of-war and merchantmen of Great Britain.

Intelligence of this proceeding reached England early in No-'
vember; and the following nine sail of the line, which had been
previously got ready, quitted Portsmouth and Plymouth, under
the command of Rear-admiral Sir Sidney Smith, bound straight

to the Tagus:
Gonatip Rear-Ad. (b.) Sir William Sidney Smith.
o r-Ad. (b.) Sir William Sidney Smith. -
120 Hibernitun... § Gont-t St S et Schomberg.

98 London........ »  Thomas Western.

80 Foudroyant... »  Norborne Thompson.
Elizabeth...... »  Honourable Henry Curzon.
Conqueror..... »  Israel Pellew.

74 Marlborough.. »  Graham Moore.

Monarch....... »  Richard Lee.
Plantagenet... »  William Bradley.
Bedford...cc... »  James Walker.

In the autumn of the preceding year a threat of Napoléon’s,

. that he would conquer Portugal, had induced the British govern-
ment to send Earl St.-Vincent and a squadron to Lisbon, with
the offer of money and troops to assist in repelling the invaders;
or, should that, in the state of the country, be deemed impracti--
cable, and the prince regent prefer a removal to his South-Ame-
rican dominions, the admiral was to protect him and his family-
thither. But the sudden hostility oF Russia and Prussia com-
pelled the French emperor to direct the whole of his energies
against them; and Portugal, for the present, was allowed to
retain her independence. Napoléon’s successful career in the
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aorth - having again left him at leisure, he once more bent his
view upon Portugal, and with more earnestness than ever.

A case for British interference had thus again occurred, and
it remained to be seen, whether the prince regent, in aid of the
“¢ continental cause,” meant to make a further trial of the for-
bearance of England; or, in fulfilment of former assurances,
would consent to retire, with his family, fleet, and adherents, to a
safe asylum in the Brazils. Suffering his fears, however, again
to get the better of his discretion, the prince regent, on the 8th
of l%ovember, signed an order for the detention of the few British
subjects, and of the inconsiderable portion of British property,
that yet remained in Lisbon. Immediately on the publication of
this order, the British ambassador, Lord Strangford, demanded
his passports, presented a final remonstrance against the recent
conduct of the Portuguese court,and on the 17th joined Sir
Sidney’s squadron, which had just arrived off the coast.

A ngid blockade was forthwith declared, and enforced, by the
‘British admiral against the Tagus. After this measure had been
tried for a few days, Lord Strangford, on the 27th, went to Lisbon,
in the ship-sloop Confiance, Captain James Lucas Yeo, beari
a flag of truce, to propose to the Portuguese government, as the
only condition upon which the blockade would be raised, the
alternative, of eith er surrendering the fleet to England, or of
employing it in the removal of the prince regent and his family
to the Brasils. Convinced by the reasoning of Lord Strang-
ford, assured, in the fullest degree, of British protection, and
not uninfluenced, probably, by a suspicion of Buonaparte’s real
views respecting the house of Braganza, of which the Moniteur
had just given a hint, by threatening that the dynasty of Bra-
ganza should no longer exist, the prince regent, on the same day,
proclaimed his intention to retreat, with the queen his mother,
and all the royal family, to his dominions in America, there to
establish himself in the city of Rio de Janeiro until a general
peace ; and he appointed a regency to govern the kingdom in his
absence.

. It fortunately happened that the bulk of the Portuguese fleet,
whether prepared for this or for some other purpose, was in
readiness to put to sea. Accordingly, on the 29th, in the
morning, Vice-admiral don Manuel d’Acunha Sottomayor, with
the 84-gun ship Principe-Reale, 74s Conde-Henrique, Medusa,
Principe-de-Brasil, and Rainha-de-Portugal, 64s Alfonso-d’Al-
buquerque, Don-Joan-de-Castro, and Martino-de-Freitas ; fri-
gates Minerva, of 44, Golfinho, of 36, and Urania and another,
with whose name we are unacquainted, of 32 guns ; three 20-gun
brig corvettes, and one 12-gun schooner, baving on board the
whole of the royal family of Braganza, along with many of the
prince’s faithful counsellors and adherents, and accompanied by
about 20 large armed merchant ships, filled with cargoes and
passengers, set sail from Lisbon. In the course of a few houm_
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this fleet, conveying, altogether, about 18,000 Portuﬁseﬁhp
bitants, ammge(i itself under the protection of that of t! itish.
and the friendly junction of the two fleets was immediately
sanounced by a reciprocal salate of 21 gunms.

‘The above eight sail of the line, four frigates, and four smader-
vessels, comprised the whole of the Port:suuemvy,ueqt
one 74, the Vasco-de-Gamo, under repair and nearly ready, anit
another 74 and 64, and five frigates and corvettes, that were ume
serviceable. As a proof that the efficient ships of that mavy,
with the royal family and loyal inhabitants on bourd, bad not
been too precipitate in their retreat, on the 30th, which was the:

day after their departure, General Junot, with the advanced
division of the French army, entﬁ lgsl:t:n. szi:id u;con-
ied the Portuguese fleet to latitade 37° 47' morth, ongie-
g:e 14°17' west, and waited till the ships had reassembled, aftes
a severe gale of wind, Sir Sidney, on the 6th of December, de-
tached Captain Moore, with the Marlborough, London, and
Bedford, to attend the fleet to the Br(a)zils, ang), 'I"th the remeinder
of his ron, perted com . One of the Portuguese shi
of ﬂ‘esq;:: beilllm deemedp:nn%t to onmtﬁe g
bore up for En %and. The remainder, escorted by Captain
Moore, pursued their voyage, and on the 19th of Jemvary landed
the prince regent at Bahia. Captain Moore, with the British
and Portuguese men of war, then proceeded to Rio de Janewo.

The object of Sir Sidney in parting company was to watch the
motions of the nine Russian sail of the line under Vice-admiral
Seniavin ; who, finding it dangerous to proceed further to the
nerthward, had anchored in the Tagus. This step on the part
of England was rendered necessary by the menacing tone which
Russia had recently assumed. On the supposition that this
Russian squadron was still in the Mediterraneaa, Sit Sidney had
been ordered to detach the Foudroyant, Conqueror, and Planta-

net, as 8 reinforcement to Rear-admiral Purvis off Cadiz; but

now, of course, kept those ships with him, and with his five
sail of the line cruised off the mouth of the Tagus.

After Sir Sidney had been a week performing this daty,
Commodore Peter Halkett joined from England, with, besides:
his own ship, the Ganges, the 74s Defence and Alfred, Captain
Charles Ekins and John Bligh, and the 64s Ruby and
non, Captains John Draper and Jonas Rose. These ships had
sailed from Portsmouth on the 6th, just four days after the
Emperor of Ruesia’s hostile declaration aguinst England had
been received by the British government. Of this declaration,
and of that which speedily g)llowed it, we shall reserve amy
remarks we may have to make, until the next year’s operations.
in the Baltic come under our notice. It may suffice to state
bere, that the Russian squadron, under Vice-admiral Seniavim;
remained safe blocked up in the Tagus on the last day of the

Present year, :
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LIGEY SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 6th of January the British 38-gun frigate Impéricuse,
Captain Lord Cecheane, while passing the basin of Arcasson to
the southward of the Gironde, on her way to join the squadron
of Commodore Keats off Chasseron lighthouse, detached hey
boats, under the onders of Lieutenant David Mapleton, assisted

midshipmen the Honourable William John Napier end Mr.

uston Stewart, and assistant-surgeon George Gilbert to
bring out of the basin whatever vessels might be found there:
As a preliminary step, Licutenant Mapleton attacked and carried
Fort Roquette, which was intended for the defence of the entrance
to the inket. A hg;_ quaatity of military stores was there
destroyed, four long 36-pounders, two field-pieces and a 13-inch
mortar spiked, the platooms and casriages burat, and the fort
laid in ruins; and, as at{n'oofthat this enterprise was as judi-
cigusly as it was gallantly conducted, not a man of the pa
was burt. In his letter on this subject Lord Cochrane mem+
tions the capture or destruction of several French merchant
wessels, but it does not appear that any were found in the basin
of Arcasson.

On the 2lst of J , at daybreak, the British 18-pounder
32-gun frigate Galatea, Captain George Sayer, cruising off the
coast of Caraccas on the Spanish Main, discovered the
mast-head a sail in the south-east, steering for La Guayra ; but
which sail soon altered her course for Barcelona. At noon, the
frigate then nearly becalmed, the stranger was made out to be an
enemy’s man-of-war brig, and ;was, in fact, the French brig-cor-
vette Lynx, mounting fourteen 24-pounder carronades and two
long eights, with a complement of 161 men and boys, com~
manded by Lieutenant de vaisseau Jean-Mathieu Fargenel, from
Gandaloupe, bound to the Caraccas with despatches. At this
time, having the advantnge of a light land wind, and assisted b
her sweeps, the Lynx was fast leaving the Galatea ; so ma
80, that at 2 p.M. the brig’s topgallantsails, as viewed from the
frigate, were scarcely above the horizon. Still, shut in as he
brig was between the frigate and the coast, Captain Sayer con«
ceived that he might obtain possession of her by the assistance
of his boats.

Accordingly, 'at a very few minutes past 2 P. M., six boats,
caontaining five officers, 50 seamen, and 20 marines, 75 in all,
and placed under the command of first Lieutenant William
Coombe (left leg of woad), pushed off from the ship in the fol-
lewing order, each beat taking the one mext to her in tow: short
gig, commanding officer’s name unknown; ig, master's
mate Jobhn Green green cutter, third Lieutenant Gibsonj
pinnace, second Lieutenant Henry Walker; barpe, Lieutenant
Coombe ; and launch, master’s mate Barry Sarsfield. The brigy
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at this time, was to the eastward of Cape Codera, which bore
from the frigate south-east distant about four leagues. At3
P.M. finding that the boats gained very little on the brig, Lieu-
tenant Coombe directed them to separate and make the best of
their way, with the exception, that no boat, without orders, was
to row ahead of the barge. At 6 p.m. the Lynx bore east-south-
east distant about four leagues, Mr. Green in the long gig now
advanced ahead to reconnoitre, with orders by all means to keep
sight of the brig, and, in the event of its growing dark, to hoist
a light.

. Et 8h. 30 m. ».m. Lieutenant Coombe’s boat, having got
within musket-shot of the chase, lay to on her oars, that the
men might arm, and in order to give the sternmost boats time
to come up. The long gig now joined, with a confirmation of
the warlike character of the enemy, and that she was under all
eail, with sweeps out. In 10 minutes more the sternmost
boats, except the short gii, got up, and began also to arm
and prepare for the attack: which was to be made in two
lines ; the lee line, consisting of the barge, pinnace, and long
gig, was to board on the starboard quarter, and the weather
line, consisting of the green cutter and launch, on the larboard
a::arter; and the boats of both lines to steer close in between

e sweeps and the brig’s sides.

In this order, the five boats (the short gig left behind) un-
dauntingly advanced. At 8 h. 50 m. Lieutenant Coombe, being
within pistol-shot of the Lynx, then with a light land wind going
about two knots an hour, hailed her twice, but received no
answer. The British instantly gave three cheers, and in another
five minutes were close alongside the French brig. The latter,
having trained her guns aft in readiness, repulsed the assailants
with a heavy fire of cannon and musketry, wounding, among
others, Lieutenant Coombe, by a musket-bullet which passed
through the muscular part of his left or legless thigh. A
second attempt was made to board, with no better success than
the first. The boats now dropped and poured through the brig’s
stern and quarter ports a destructive fire of musketoons and
small arms, which cleared the deck of many officers and men
who had crowded aft to repel the boarders.

Having succeeded thus far, the boats again dashed alongside.
After an arduous struggle, in which Lieutenant Walker fell dead
. of his third wound, the British gained the brig’s deck. The
latter now became the scene of a most desperate and bloody
conflict, which, in about five minutes, terminated in favour of
the boarders; but not until they had strewed the deck with
dead and wounded Frenchmen, and driven the remainder, some
upon the bowsprit and jib-boom, and others up the shrouds and
down the hatchway. . Thus, in about 15 minutes from the first
gttempt to hoard, were the Galatea’s boats in possession of the
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French brig-corvette, in chase of which they had been seven hours
pulling, part of the time under a burning sun. Just as the
action was over the short gig joined.

The loss sustained by the British in achieving this truly
gallant exploit was very severe. -The killed consisted of Lieu-
tenant Walker, five seamen, and three marines; the severely
wounded of Lieutenant Coombe, master’s mate Sarsfield, one
petty officer, five seamen, and three marines; and the slightly
wounded, of master’s mate Green, one petty officer, eight seamen
and one marine: total, nine killed ang 22 wounded ; includin
four out of the five officers who had commanded the boats, an
comprising nearly half the number of British present in the
action. The short gig, it will be observed, was absent, with at
least five men, and one to keep each remaining boat would leave
65 for boarding the bripi;: .-

The loss among the Frenchmen was also severe. The Lynx,
out of a complement, as acknowledged by themselves, of 161
men and boys, had her third lieutenant (late captain of the
Buonaparte privateer, and since restored to his former rank in
the French navy), 13 petty officers, seamen, and soldiers killed,
her captain, first lieutenant (both badly), four other officers, and
14 petty officers, seamen, and soldiers wounded, the greater part
of them badly ; total, 14 killed and 20 wounded.

Having secured the private signals and the magazine, Lieu-
tenant Coombe gave orders to get the wounded off the deck, the
dead hove overboard, and the studding-sails hauled down. The
sweeps were then brought in-board, and the boats veered astern.
By this time a light breeze had sprung up from the south-west,
of which immediate advantage was taken, and the brig stood to
the northward, in expectation of falling in with the frigate. The
prize then hoisted two lights vertical at the mast-head, and fired
several blue-lights, to indicate her situation. Such, however,
had been the distance of the Galatea at the period of the attack,
that the latter did not make her appearance until 2 a. m., on the
22d. Signals of recognition having been exchanged between
the two vessels, Lieutenant Gibson, at 3 A. M., was despatched
to Captain Sayer with information of the successful result of the
enterprise ; and at 5 A. M., the Lynx and Galatea were within a
few fathoms of each other.

p: When all the circumstances of this boat-attack are taken
into consideration, no one will dispute that, although in a few
instances it may have been equalled, it has never been surpassed.
The distance which the boats had to pull, the shutting in of
day, and the loss of sight of their ship, the great force of the
enemy, his determined resistance, and the heavy loss which it
inflicted on the assailants, required & considerable share of
courage to sustain, and of skill and valour to overcome. The
Pprize, too, was not an armed merchant vessel or privateer, but a
national brig of war, fully manned, mounted, and equipped, and,
VOL. IV. Y
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no slight advantage, under sail and going two knots through the
water when the Britieh attacked her. Nor did the difficulties
end with the contest. There were less than 50 British to over-
awe and keep in subjection, during an anxious period of nearly
six hours, more than 120 Frenchmen. The Lynx, being a fine
vessel of 337 tons, and only two years old, was purchased for the
use of the British navy. A Lynx, however, being ‘already in the
service, the name of the prize was changed to the Heureux ; and
her first commander was he who had the best right to her, the
gallant William Coombe.

On the 27th of January, at daylight, Soramine river on the
coast of Guayana bearing south by east distant 26 miles, the
British 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Jason, Captain Thomas
Cochrane, descried and chased a ship and brig, evidently cruisers,
about six miles upon her weather beam. At 10 h. 15m. a. ».
the Jason brought the ship to action, and presently compelled
her to haul down her colours. The prize proved to be the late
British sloop of war Favourite, mounting 16 long 6-pounders
and two 12-pounder carronades on the main deck, and eleven
12-pounder carronades on the quarterdeck and forecastle ; total,
29 guns, all English caliber, with a complement of 150 men,
commanded by Lieutenant de vaisseau Gabriel-Etienne-Louis
Le Marant-Kerdaniel. The brig in her company, when first
chased, was a corvette of 14 brass 8-pounders and 120 men.

On the 26th of January, late in the evening, the 18-gun ship-
sloop Lark, Captain Robert Nicholas, cruising off the Spanish
Main, chased, and early on the 27th captured, two Spanish
garda-costa schooners ; one the Postillon, of one long 12-pounder,
two 6-pounders, and 76 men, the other the Carmen, of one 12-
{c:under, four 6-pounders, and 72 men, each commanded by a

ieutenant of the Spanish navy. ,
On the 1st of February, having the prizes in company, with
10 men in each, the Lark discovered a convoy of market-boats,
rotected by two gun-boats and an armed schooner. The market-
goats ran on shore ; but the gun-boats and schooner sought re-
fuge in a creek of Zispata bay, protected by a four-gun battery.
The Lark followed these vessels into the bay, and soon silenced
the fort. Not being able, owing to the shallowness of the water,
to enter the creek, the Lark anchored off the mouth of it; and,
taking with him the whole of the sloop’s remaining officers and
crew, amounting to about 100 men and boys, Captain Nicholas
proceeded up the creek in his boat. The Spaniards, relying
“upon their numbers, rowed out to meet the British, and, until
the latter closed, kept up a resolute fire. They then fled. Cap-
tain Nicholas seized this opportunity of boarding with his single
boat the sternmost gun-vessel, carrying one long 24 and two 6
pounders. The vessel ran on shore, but was carried after 8
desperate resistance ; by which, out of 16 men in the captain’s
boat, three were dangerously, and himself aeverely, wounded.
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All farther success was now at an end; for, in following the
-other gun-boat and the armed schooner up the creek, the pilot
anissed the channel, and ran the two garda-costa prizes on shore.
As there was no prospect of getting the vessels afloat, the action
was continued in that situation until 5 p.m. Mr. Richard Pound
‘the purser, and two men, being now added to the list of wounded,
Captain Nicholas gave up the attempt, and directed Lieutenant
Jobn Bull to destroy the two schooners, and cover the retreat of
the boats ; a service which he effectually executed.

On the 14th of February the British 20-gun ship Bacchaate,
‘Captain James Richard Dacres, and 18-pounder 32-gun frigate
Mediator, Captain William Furlong Wise, cruising off Cape
"Raphael, island of St. Domingo, captured the French national
schooner Dauphin, of one long 12 and (when chased but since
#hrown overboard) two 4 pounders, with a crew of 71 men. It
was now decided to make an attack upon the adjacent fort of
Samana, a notorious nest for I?rivateers. For this purpose the
prize was to be sent in under French colours, and the Mediator,
an Indiaman purchased into the service, and so far well adapted
for deception, disguised as a neutral.

In this way the schooner, the frigate, and the 20-gun ship stood
through the intricate channel into the harbour; and, so well was
the stratagem conducted, and so skilfully were the Mediator and
Bacchante piloted by their respective masters, that these vessels
anchored within half'a mile of the fort of Samana before they were
discovered. The fort, which was manned chiefly by privateersmen,
then commenced firing, and the Mediator, whose situation was
the nearest, and Bacchante, fired in return. After the mutual
<cannonade had continued four hours, Captain Wise, assisted by
Lieutenants Henry Loraine Baker, John Korton, and Shaw,
: ed with the boats of the two ships, and gallantly stormed,
and without any further loss carried, the fort.

In the harbour were found an American ship and an English
schooner, prizes to the privateers belonging to the port ; also two
French scﬁoone'rs, fitting for sea'as cruisers. Considering the
heavy fire maintained by the fort,and its commanding situation,
the vgritish loss was not so great as might have been ex .
It amounted to one master’s mate (Thomas H. M‘Kenzie) and
two seamen of the Bacchante wounded, and two seamen
killed, and 13 seamen and one marine wounded on board the
Mediator; total, two killed and 16 wounded.

On the 1st of March, while the British 50-gun ship Glatton,
Captain Thomas Seccombe, and 14-gun brig Hirondelle, Lieu-
tenant George A. E. Skinner, were at anchor off the island of
“‘Tenedos in the Archipelago, information was received that one
of the annual Tarkish ships, from Alexandria to Constantinople,
was at anchor in the port of Sigri. Captain Seccombe imme«
diately despatched the boats of the Glatton, under the orders of
dicutennnt Edward Watson, assisted by lieutenant of marines

Y2
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Charles A. Trusson and George Augustus Edward Sandwith,
and covered by the Hirondelle, to cut out the vessel. In this
service the boats fully succeeded, but with the loss of Lieutenant
Watson and four men killed, and nine wounded. The ship had
formerly been a French corvette of 18 guns, 10 of which she at
this time mounted.

On the 156th of March the British 22-gun ship Comus, Cap-
tain Conway Shipley, cruising off the island of Grand Canara,
sent her boats, under the orders of Lieutenants George Edward
Watts and Hood Knight, assisted by Lieutenant of marines George
Campbell, to cut out some vessels in the harbour of Puerta de
Haz. In this the party completely succeeded, without incurring
any greater loss than one person (Lieutenant Campbell) wounded,
a.lt{nough the vessels, which consisted of six merchant brigs,
were moored near to, and defended by the cross fire of, three
batteries.

On the 8th of May Captain Shipley again sent his boats,
three in number, into Grand Canaria, commanded as before by
Lieutenants Watts and Hood, to whom master’s mate Jeaffreson
Miles was this time added. The object of attack was a large
armed felucca, lying under the protection of a strong fort and
two batteries. Notwithstanding the fire from these, as well as
of musketry from between 30 and 40 soldiers sent to assist in
her defence, Lieutenant Watts, in his single boat, most gallantly
boarded the felucca, and nearly cleared her decks before the
two remaining boats from bad pulling were enabled to get up.
On their arrival the vessel was quickly carried.

The cables of the vessel, which proved to be a Spanish
packet from Cadiz to Buenos-Ayres, were now cut; and, as the
enemy had used the precaution to carry her sails and rudder on
shore, the boats began taking her in tow. Just at that moment
a hawser, fast under water astern, was manned in the fort, and,
before it could be cut, the vessel was dragged nearly under the
muzzles of the guns. An exceedingly heavy fire then com-
menced, and was continued from all the batteries until the
vessel got out of sight. This very gallant enterprise was per-

formed with the comparatively trifli

m%oss of one man killed and
five wounded, including Lieutenant Watts himself severely in

several places, but not dangerously. Of the Spanish troops,
21 were made prisoners, including 18 wounded: the remainder,
except a few who swam on shore, were killed. For his gallantry
on this occasion, Lieutenant Watts was soon afterwards pro-
moted to the rank of commander.

Between England and the United States of America, a spirit of
animosity, caused chiefly by the impressment of British seamen,
or of seamen asserted to be such, from on board of American
merchant vessels, had long unhappily subsisted. It is, we be-
lieve an acknowledged maxim oF public law, as well that no
nation, but the one he belongs to, can release a subject from his
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natural allegiance, as that, provided the jurisdiction of another
independent state be not infringed, every nation has a right to-
enforce the services of her subjects, wherever they may be
found. Nor has any neutral nation such a jurisdiction over her
merchant vessels upon the high seas, as to exclude a belligerent
nation from the right of searching them for contraband of war,
or for the property or persons of her enemies. And, if in the
exercise of that right the belligerent should discover on board
of the neutral vessel a subject who has withdrawn himself from
his lawful allegiance, the neutral can have no fair ground for
refusing to deliver him up ; more especially, if that subject is
})roved to be a deserter from the sea or land service of the
ormer.

. When, by the maritime ascendancy of England, France could
no longer trade for herself, America proffered her services, as a
neutral, to trade for her; and American merchants and their
agents, in the gains that flowed in, soon found a compensation
for all the perjury and fraud necessary to cheat the former out
of her belligerent rights. The high commercial importance of
the United gtates, thus acquired, coupled with a similarity in
language, and to a superficial observer, a resemblance in person,
between the natives of America and of Great Britain, has occa-~
sioned the former to be the principal, if not the only, sufferers
by the exercise of the right of search. Chiefly indebted for
their growth and prospenty to emigration from Europe, the
United States hold out every allurement to foreigners ; particu-
larly to British seamen, whom, by a process peculiar to them-
selves, they can naturalize, as quickly as a dollar can exchan
masters, and a blank form, ready signed and sworn to, be filled
u&. It is the knowledge of this fact that makes British naval
officers, when searching for deserters from their service, so harsh
in their scrutiny, and so sceptical of American oaths and asse-
verations.

The crew of a vessel, armed or unarmed, sailing under the
ﬂa? of the United States, usually consists of one or more of the
following classes: 1. Native American citizens ; 2. American
citizens, wherever born, who were such at the definitive treaty
of peace in 1783 ; 3. Foreigners in general, who may or may
not have become citizens of America subsequently to the treaty
in question; 4. Deserters from the British army or mavy,
whether natives of Britain or of any other country. _

To the first class Great Britain cannot have the shadow of a
right; and, from such of the second as were British born, she
barred herself by the treaty acknowledging the independence
of the revolted colonies. Of the third class, the only portion
which England can have any pretension to seize, are the sub-
jects of the power or powers with whom she may be at war, and
her own native subjects. With respect to the former, the very
act of entering on board a neutral implies that the foreigner has
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thrown off his belligerent charaeter: ke is a non-combatant of
the most unequivocal deseription, and, as such, entitled to- ex
emption from seizure. A passenger, especially if a military meas,
n;%be an exceptiom

- With respect to her own subjects serving en boerd neutra¥
wessels, Great Britain claims a nght to take them, beecause she
considers that they owe to her an allegiance previous and pera-
mount to that exacted of them by the neutral. There cawn
hardly be a doubt, as it appears to us, that a belligerent may-
take her native seafaring subjects from a neutral merchant
vessel. We shall not, however, stop to discuss a subject that
branches into so many ramifications, but proceed to the fourth
class, deserters from the British army or navy. If such de-
serter owes a natural allegiance to the nation on board of whose
vessel he is serving, he 1s in his proper place, and no other
nation has a right to molest him. If he owes no natural alle-
giance to either, the right of present possession may be allowed
to step in, and decide the claim on behalf of the neutral. If,
on the contrary, the nation that claims him as a deserter, cam
claim him also as a native subject, surely that nation, a belli~
gerent too, has a right to withdraw him from the serviee of the-
neutral. Having submitted these few remarks, we shall p '
to relate one or two occurrences, to which they will be found:
closely to apply.

In consequence of the two French 74-gun ships Patriote and:
Eole lying at anchor in one of the rivers of the Chesapeake,* it
became necessary that a small British force should be stationed
off the coast, to watch their motions. At the commeneement of’
the present year that force consisted of the two 74-gun ships
Bellona and ti'riumph, Captains John Erskine Douglas and Sir
Thomas Masterman Hardy, Bart. ; with a few smaller vessels.
At this time the British store-ship (a reduced 44) Chichester,
Captain Edward Stopford, lay alongside the navy-wharf at
Gosport, Virginia ; where she had been hove down to be re-
peired, in consequence of having got on shore in the vicmity
of Hampton roads. oo

" Early in the month of February Captain Saunders, the com-
mandant of Fort Nelson, with one sergeant, one corporal, and
feur privates, all under arms, proceeded to the lodgings of
Captain Stopford near the wharf, and demanded to have three
men, represented to have deserted from the fort, and to be then
on board the Chichester, restored to him. Captain Stopford
went with the party to the Chichester ; and, after a long search,
the deserters were found, and delivered to the American com~
mandant, who immediately marched them to the fort. “ Captain-
‘Stopford,” says a sergeant of marines belonging to the Bellona,
examined at the court-martial which will hereafter be noticed,.

% See p. 211
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¢t directed Mr. Brookes, one of the midshipmen of the ship, to
be confined, for telling Captain Saunders, that he thought it
was not right to give up their deserters, when they would not
give up ours.”

As the three men; thus taken out of a British ship of war,

-were all natives of Great Britain, one bom at Londonderry,
snother at Manchester, and the third in some part of the United
Kingdom, we must suppose that they were delivered up because
the Chichester, circumstanced as she was, had no means of
epposing force to force. It was therefore the prevalence of

-power over right; and that, be it recollected on the part of the
most vehement of all sticklers for right, the United States of
America. Nay, at the very time of this occurrence, five marines
and soldiers, all British-born subjects, had deserted from the
Chichester ; and three or four of them, with the British uniform
en their backs, had since enlisted in the American land service,
and been repeatedly seen by their late comrades, wearing the
American military uniform. It was to these five deserters from
the Chichester, that the young midshipman so spiritedly alluded.,
To the repeated demands made by Captain Douglas for the re-
storation of these men, the only answer obtained was, that, if any
deserters had entered the American service, they had been sent
with a detachment into the country; which was likely enough.

But the Chichester was not the only British ship in the Che-~
smpeake, whose men deserted to the United States and were
refused to be delivered up. The Bellona, Belleisle, and Triumph
#s, Melampus frigate, and the 16-gun ship-sloop Halifax,
Captain Lonf James Townshend, had each a similar complaint
®o make. The case of the last-named ship deserves particular
mention. On the 7th of March, at 6 ». M., as the Halifax was
lying in Hampton roads, the jollyboat, with midshipman Robert

urner and five men, was sent to weigh a ked%e-anchor, which
had been dropped for swinging the ship. Profiting by the
thickness of the weather, the men took the boat from the mid-
shipman, and pulled with her towards the shore. Mr. Turner
hailed the ship repeatedly until silenced by William Hill, a
native of Philadelphia, who threatened to murder him if he did
not desist. The boat soon afterwards reached Sewel’s Point,
and the five men jumped out of her, leaving the midshipman to.

t back to the Halifax in the best manner he could. One of

e men has already been named. The remainder were, Richard
Hubert, born in Liverpool ; Henry Saunders, bomn in Greenock ;
George North, born in Kinsale; and Jenkin Ratford, born in
London.

At this time the United States’ 36-gun frigate Chesapeake
€aptain Charles Gordon, bearing the broad pendant of Commo-
dore James Barron, was at an anchor in Hampton roads, fitting
to groceed to the Mediterranean ; and a rendezvous for seamen,
under the command of Lieutenant Arthur Sinclair, was open
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for her at the town of Norfolk. To this rendezvous, on the 9th,
the five British deserters made their way, and all enlisted them-
selves to serve on board of the Chesapeake. On the day previous'
the British consul at Norfolk, Colonel John Hamilton, had been
officially informed of the desertion of these men. So that Lieu-
tenant Sinclair must have been acquainted with the circum-
stance ; and, as a proof that he suspected a demand would be
made for their restoration, this conscientious officer asked each
of the men if he had not “a second name.” Either he, er
some one else, soon furnished, we have no doubt, the whole
of the men with second names. At all events it was after-
wards clearly proved, that Jenkin Ratford had been entered in
the Chesapeake’s books by the name of Wilson. :
Lieutenant James Masters of the Halifax, who had been sent
to give information to the British consul, saw the five deserters

parading the streets of Norfolk with the recruiting party of the
Chesapeake. - On the 10th Captain Lord James Townshend-

went himself to the Chesapeake’s rendezvous at Norfolk, and,
presenting a list of names, asked Lieutenant Sinclair, if those
five men, or any of them, had entered for his frigate. The lieu-
tenant replied, as well he might, that none had entered “ by
those names,” and referred t%e British captain to the magis-
trates. The magistrates were applied to, and so was the mayor,
and so was Captain Decatur, but all in vain. Lord James after-
wards met Ratford and Saunders in the street. The latter would
have returned, but Ratford dissuaded him, and abused his late
captain in the grossest manner. .Lord James went again to
Lieutenant Sinclair, and stated that, if the latter would allow
him to go into the rendezvous, he, Lord James, would point out
;;l.ne deserters; but the American lieutenant refused to -permit

im. :

A representation of all these circumstances was forthwat|
made to Vice-admiral the Honourable George Cranfield Berke-
ley, the British commander-in-chief on the North-Ameri¢an
station, then residing at Halifax, Nova-Scotia; and in the early
%art of June the 50-gun-ship Leopard, Captain Salusbury Pryce

umphreys, the vice-admiral’s flag-ship, sailed from Halifax for
the Chesapeake, with an order, dated on the 1st of the month,
and addressed to the different captains and commanders under
the vice-admiral’s command, directing, that, in case of meeting
the American frigate Chesapeake at sea, and without the linats
of the United States, they were to show to her captain that

order, and to require to search his ship for deserters from the-

¢ Belleisle. Bellona, Triumph, Chichester, Halifax, and Zenobia
cutter,” and were to proceed and search for the same ; and that,
if a similar demand should be made by the American, he wasto
be permitted to search for any deserters from the United Stxtes’
service, “ according to the customs and usage of civilized
nations on terms of peace and amity with each other.”
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* 'On the 21st, at 8 A. m., the Leopard arrived off Cape Henry,
and, running u}l)3 Lynnhaven bay, anchored about noon in com-
pany with the Bellona and Melampus. On the 22d, at 4 A. M.,
the Leopard weighed and made sail, and at 6 A.m. reanchored
about three miles to the northward of Cape Henry lighthouse, in
company with the Triumph. At 7h. 156 m. A.m. the United
States’ frigate Chesapeake weighed and put to sea from Hamp-
ton roads, with a moderate breeze at west-south-west, and at 9
A. M. passed the Bellona and Melampus in Lynnhaven bay:
whereupon the Bellona made a signal to the Leopard, to weigh
and reconnoitre in the south-east by east. At 9 h. 15m. a. M.
the latter did weigh and make sail in the direction prescribed,
and at the same time observed the Chesapeake about three miles
astern. At 1 p. M., the wind shifted to south-east, and obliged
both ships to beat out. At 3 Pp.m., having arrived off Cape
Henry, at the distance of between four and five leagues from the
land, the Leopard bore down to speak the Chesapeake, then
about two miles distant.

-~ The wind being light, it was not until 3h. 27 m. p.m. that
the Leopard arrived within hail of the Chesapeake, Cape Henry,
by the latter’s account, then bearing north-west by north distant
three leagues.* Captain Humphreys, hailing, said he had de-
spatches from the British commander-in-chief. The answer to
this was: “ Send them on board ; I shall heave to.”” This the
Chesapeake accordingly did. At 3 h. 32 m. p. M. the Leopard
also hove to; and in a few minutes Lieutenant John Meade
went on board the Chesapeake, bearing, in addition to Vice-
admiral Berkeley’s order already recited, a letter from Captain
Humphreys to Commodore Barron, adverting to the order
enclosed, and expressing a hope that every circumstance might
be amicably adpijusted. At 4h. 15 m. p.M., the boat not
making her appearance, the Leopard recalled her by signal, and
in six minutes Lieutenant Meade returned with Commodore
Barron’s reply, the commencing words of which are: “ I know
of no such men as you describe, The officers, that were on the
recruiting service for this ship, were particularly instructed from
the government, through me, not to enter any deserters from his
Britanntc majesty’s ships ; nor do I know; of any being here.”
The commodore then states, that his instructions are, not to
permit the crew of his ship to be mustered by any but her own
officers, that he wishes to preserve harmony, and that he
hopes his answer will prove satisfactory.

he Leopard now edged down nearer to the Chesapeake ; and
Captain Humpbhreys, again hailing, said : “ Commodore Barron,
you moust be aware of the necessity I am under of complyi:g
with the orders of my commander-in~chief.” After the hail b
been twice repeated, the only reply returned was: “ I do not

& Commodore Barron’s Letter.
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understand what you say.” Yet these words were distinctly
heard by the hail: ip, and she was to. windward. Resolved:
no longer to be tﬁd with, and observiag om board the Ameri-
can frigate indications of intended resistance, the Leopard dis-
charged a shot across the Chesapeake’s fore-foot. In a minute's
time a second shot was fired; and in two minutes more, or at
4 h. 30 m. p. M., nothing but evasive answers being returned to
the hails of Captain Humphreys, the Leopard poured in her
broadside. Commodore Barren then hailed. Upon this orders
were given to cease firing; but, as the purport of the hail was
only to intimate that he would send a boat on board the Leopard,.
and as the Chesapeake was now clearly seen making prepara—
tiens to return the fire, the thing was considered to be an artifice:
to gain time, and the Leopard renewed her fire. The Chesa~

ake returned a few straggling shot, not one of which struck
K:r opponent ; and, at 4 h. 45 m. p. m., just as the Leopard hadi
fired her third broadside, the Ameriean frigate hauled down her
colours. As a proof that we have not underrated the Chess-
. peake’s resistance, Commodore Barron, in. his official letter, says:
¢ Our resistance was but feeble.” The log of the Chesapeake:
also says: “ Having one gun ready, fired and hauled down her
eolours.” And, in further confirmation, the Leopard’s log states,.
that her fire wasreturned by only a few guns. Almost immediately
after the surrender of the American fngate, her fifth lieutenant,
Mr. Sidney Smith, came on board the Leopard, with a verbal
message from Commodore Barron, signifying, that he considered.
the Chesapeake to be the Leopard’s prize.

At 5 r. M, lieutenants Gordon Thomas Falcen, George Martin
Guise, and John Meade, with several petty-officers and men,
went on_board the Chesapeake, to fulfil the object of Vicer
admiral Berkeley’s orders. The books of the Chesapeake were
produced, and the crew mustered. One only of the five men
that had deserted from the Halifax was found, Jenkin Ratford.
He was dragged out of the coal-hole, and, on being brought to
the quarterdeck, declared that he was an American, his name-
‘Wilson, and that he had never belonged to the Halifax. Un-
fortunately for him, the Leopard’s purser, Mr. Abraham Preston,.
who had discharged Ratford into the Halifax, was present, and
fully identified him. Three deserters from the Melampus frigate
were also seized: William Ware, and Daniel Martin (a black
man), the one born in Maryland, the other in Massachusetts,
United States, and both pressed by the Melampus from an:
American brig in the bay oF Biscay ; also John Strachan, stated
to have been born in Maryland, but of which there was some
doubt. He had been pressed by the Melampus out of am
English Guineaman, off Cape Finisterre, but had entered almest.
immediately afterwards.

Although about 12 other British subjects were mustered on
_ board the Chesapeake, all known to:- be deserters from British
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slh{' of war, the above four men were all that were taken out
of her. With these, at 7h. 30 m. p. M., the Leopard’s boat.
returned to the ship; bringing also Lieutenant William Henry
Allen, of the Chesapeake, with a letter from Commodore Barron,
again offering to deliver up the frigate as a prize. . To this Cap~-
tain Humphreys replied, t[l)mt, having fulfilled his instruetions,.
he had nothing- more to desire, but must proceed to rejoin his-
squadron. He then tendered assistance, and deplored the ex-
tremity to which he had been compelled to resort. At 8 p. .
the Leopard made sail towards Lynnhaven bay; and shortly
afterwards the Chesapeake did the same towards Hampton roads..
_ Unfortunately this encounter, although bloodless to the;
Leopard, was not so to the Chesapeake ; the latter having had
three seamen killed, the commodore, one midshipman (James
Broom), and eight seamen and marines slightly, and eight
severely, wounded. It was afterwards reported, that two of the
four remaining deserters from the Halifax were among the three
men killed ; but, as all the deserters, except perhaps Hill, he
being a native American, appear to have been accommodated
by their new masters with “ second names,” there is no gettin
at the fact from the returns, in which the names of the kille
are, John Lawrence, James Arnold, and Jobn Sheckley.

. According to the items in the numerous “ surveys” held u
the occasion, the three broadsides of the Leopard lodged 22
round shot in the Chesapeake’s hull, irreparably injured her
fore and main masts, badly wounded her mizenmast, cut away
13 lower shrouds and stays, shattered the foresail, mainsail,
main topsail, and foretopmast staysail, injured and rendered
unfit for service a spare fore topmast, and another spare spar,
and damaged two goats. In addition, as appears by her log-
minutes, the Chesapeake had three feet and a half water in the:
hold. Three more such broadsides would have sunk her. And
yet, a writer in the “ Naval Monument,” an American publica-
tion, jeers the British for having done so little injury to the
Chesapeake. .

~ Although more than 60 years have elapsed since the British
50-gun ship has been excluded from the line of battle, Commo--
dore Barron found it convenient to make “ a line-of-battle ship”
of the Leopard. Her real force will show how little she was.
entitled to that appeliation. The Leopard’s armament, upon
the first and second decks, was precisely the same as mounted
by other ships of her class; namely, 22 long 24, and the same
number of long 12 pounders. Upon her quarterdeck and fore--
castle, she mounted six carronades, 24-pounders, and two long
9-pounders, total 52 guns, besides an 18-pounder launch car-
ronade. The Leopard had her full complement on board, con-
sisting of 318 men and 25 boys: she had also on board, as.
Passengers, 10 artillery-men, and three midshipmen belonging to
some of the ships on the coast. :
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The Chesapeake measured 1135 tons, and at this time mounted:
28 long 18-pounders upon the main deck, 14 carronades, 32-.
pounders, leaving a vacant port on each side, upon the quarterdeck,
and two carronades, 32-pounders, and two long 12-pounders,
leaving three vacant ports on each side, upon the forecastle;
total 46 guns. This was the ship’s peace establishment. The
beoks of the Chesapeake bore the names of 440; but, among
these, were 26 runnings and discharges. Consequently her
actual complement consisted of 415; and, included in that
number, were 10 boys or lads. There were also several passen-
gers on board, going to the Mediterranean. That the Chesa-

ke had at least five lieutenants, appears by the signature of
K:: ‘ 5th lieutenant” to several of the official documents relating
to the action.

From this statement of the force of the two ships, it is clear
that, had it not been for the unprepared state of the Chesapeake,
the superiority of force on the part of the Leopard would only
have been nominal. The American frigate threw a greater
weight of shot in broadside, carried full 50 more men, and was
nearly 100 tons larger, than the British ¢ line-of-battle ship.”

Notwithstanding that, in his note to Captain Humphreys,
Commodore Barron disclaimed all knowledge of any deserters
being on board the Chesapeake, Jenkin Ratford himself declared,
at his trial, that both the commodore and Captain Gordon
mustered the crew soon after the deserters from the Halifax had
arrived on board. And even, in his official letter, the commo-
dore admits, that three of the four men had been claimed as
deserters ; thus: “ They (the Leopard’s officers) called on the
parser, who delivered his book, when the men were examined,
and the three men demanded at Washington, and one man more,
were taken away.” :

It was these “ three men demanded at Washington” that, on
two accounts, weakened the claim of the British. In the first
}Jlace, the Melampus is not one of the ships named in the pub-
ished copy of Vice-admiral Berkeley’s org:r. Consequently the
Leopard’s captain, in taking away men who had deserted from
the Melampus, exceeded what appear to have been his written
instructions. And yet it is not improbable, that Captain Hum~
phreys had received orders (perhaps verbal ones) to demand and
take the Melampus’s deserters, because Vice-admiral Berkeley
officially declares to the former, that, throughout the whole of
the, transaction with the Chesapeake, be conducted himself most

operly. - In the next place, those very three men were all, as

already appeared, natives of the United States. Conse-
ently, wgether they had or had not deserted from the British,
they were, if the position we have advanced is a tenable one,
justly detained by the Americans.

This is the ground taken by the American president; and
accordingly, in his proclamation of date July 2, interdicting all
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British ships of war from entering the ports of the United States,
Mr. Jefferson says: “ This enormity was not only without pro-
vocation or justifiable cause, but was committed with the avowed
urpose of taking by force, from a ship of war of the United
tates, a part of her crew; and, that no circumstance might be
wanting to mark its character, it had been previously ascertained
that the seamen demanded were natives of the United States.”
The assertion here made about the want of provocation, or of
justifiable cause, is in the usual strain of American invective,
where the British are the accused. Not so if the French offend ;
for, as a Boston newspaper informs us, when in the summer of
the same year 1807, the United States’ sloop of war Hornet lay
in the port of Lorient, a French officer and a party of men went
on board, and seized and carried off five Frenchmen, naturalized
citizens of the United States, and who had been several years in
the American naval service ; but not a murmur was heard on the
subject. :
he statement respecting the birthplace of ¢ the seamen
demanded” is, and was probably meant to be, equivocal. If it
refers to the “ three men demanded at Washington,” the asser-
tion may be true; but, if to the whole of the deserters demanded
of Commodore Barron, it is not so. The officers of the Leopard,
we must own, would have given a fairer colour to the transaction;
they would, indeed, have deprived the American president of the
power of dwelling, with any effect, upon its * enormity,” had
they left the Melampus’s three men where they found them,
and taken an equal number, or the whole if they pleased, of the

12 British subjects, also composing a part of the crew of the
Chesapeake, and, to strengthen the former’s claim upon them,
also deserters from British ships of war.

All four of the recovered seamen, namely, the one belonging
to the Halifax and the three to the Melampus, were tried at
Halifax, Nova-Scotia, on the 26th of August, 1807, Jenkin
Ratford was found guilty of mutiny, desertion, and contempt,
and hanged at the fore yard-arm of the Halifax, the ship from
which he had deserted. The three remaining prisoners were
also found guilty of desertion, and sentenced to receive each 500
lashes ; but the men were afterwards pardoned.

' The account of the attack upon the Chesapeake reached
London on the 26th of July; and on the 2d of August, before
any demand for redress had been made by the American minister
in London, the British government caused to be conveyed to the
latter, a disavowal of the right to search ships in the national
service of any state for deserters, and a promise of suitable

tion for the unauthorized act of the British officer. On the
6th Mr. Munroe transmitted to his government the note of
-Mr. Secretary Canning ; and on the same or the following day
arrived American newspapers, with Mr. Jefferson’s interdictory
proclamation. Encouraged by the proclamation, the citizens of
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the United States, especially along the shores of Chesapeake
bay, treated every th?:; that wzég British with the greatest
ingggnity: they destroyed 200 water casks belonging to the
Melampus, and committed numerous outrages of a similar
description. This showed that the offer of redress had been
prematurely made ; particularl‘y when coupled with Mr. Munroe’s
structions, received soon afterwards, and submitted to the
British government. :

Notwithstanding the violent conduct of the United States, as
made known by their newspapers, and by the introduction,
in the American minister'’s note, of subjects foreign to the
immediate cause of complaint, the British government, by a
public instrument, dated on the 16th of October, and entitled,
“ A proclamation for recalling and prohibiting seamen from
serving foreign princes and states,” declared, that the claim to
the seizure of deserters from the national ships of other powers
could not again be brought forward by British naval officers.
AIn addition to all this, V%ce—admiral Berkeley, the officer who
had issued the order to search the Chesapeake, was recalled
from his command ; and at a subsequent day, two (one having
died) of the three deserters from the Melampus, being, as before
stated, natives of the United States of America, were sent back
to their country.

On the 19th of April, the British gun-brig Richmond,
Lieutenant Samuel Scudamore Heming, working up towards
Cape Mandigo, on the coast of Portugal, discovered a 1
with Spanish colours flying, at anchor in a little bay about six
leagues to the northward of Peruche. Lieutenant Heming
immediately began preparations for destroying her, and, in the
evening as soon as 1t was dark, detached the gig and jollyboat,
with Sub-lieutenant George Bush and boatswain’s mate Ebenezer
Lyons. The two boats pulled boldly into the bay, and in the
face of a heavy fire, which wounded three of the men, boarded
and carried the lugger privateer Galliard, of four 4-pounders and
36 men; all of whom, except 12, jumped overboard and escaped
to the shore.

Deeming it unfair to make use of the labours or good fortune
of a contemporary without an acknowledgment, and being
desirous to set an example to those who have already given
proofs, that they require some stronger stimulus than a mere
consciousness of doin.% wrong to deter them from the meanness
of plagiarism, we shall again transcribe from the pages of
Captain Edward Brenton’s work an account of the proceedings
of Eis brother’s shi‘p.

“The Spartan frigate of 38 guns, commanded by Captain
(now SirJ.) Brenton, met with a severe loss on the 14th of May,
off Nice; she had been all day chasing a polacre ship, and
at sunset both were becalmed at the distance of about five miles
from each other: the vessel appeared to be an unarmed merchant
ship. The boats of the Spartan with the two senior lieutenants,
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Weir and Williams, and 70 of the best men, pulled alongside
#n two divisions, and attempted to board her on the bow and
quarter with the usual determination and valour of British
seamen ; but the vessel was defended by a numerous and equally
gallant crew, with boarding nettings and every other means of
resistance. The first discharge from their great-guns ard mus-
ketry laid 63 of our brave fellows low, the first and second
lieutenants and 26 men being killed or mortally wounded;
seven men only remained unhurt. The few remaining hands
conducted the boats back to the ship. The narrow escape of
one of the men was very remarkable. James Bodie, the cock-
swain of the berge, was missing. The deceased men were all
. daid out on the main deck : the wife of Bodie, a beautiful young
woman, flew with alantern from one to the other in search of her
husband, but in vain : all the survivors declared that he had un-
doubtedly perished ; the%y saw him wounded, and fall between
the ship and the boat. The poor woman became delirious, got
into the barge on the booms, and taking the place lately occupied
by Bodie, could with difficulty be moved from it. A few days,
with the soothing kindness of the officers and crew, produced a
calm, but settled grief. At Malta a subscription of 80 guineas
was made for her, and she was sent to her parents in Ireland.
Some weeks elapsed when the Spartan spoke a neutral vessel
from Nice, and learnt that a polacre had arrived there, after a
severe action with the boats of a frigate; that she had beaten
them off, and that when they had left her, a wounded Englishman
was discovered holding by the rudder chain; he was instantly
taken on board, and after being cured of his wounds, sent off to
Verdun. Captain Brenton concluding that this could be no
other than his cockswain, wrote to his friends at that depét, and
the fact turned out to be as he had supposed. Mrs. Bodie was
made acquainted with the miraculous escape of her husband,
who remained a prisoner four years. He was at length restored
to his family, and now enjoys a birth on board the Royal-
‘Charlotte yacht, with his old captain; his wife is with him, and
both are highly and deservedly respected.

¢ Before she had recovered from this misfortune, the Spartan
had a narrow escape from capture: proceeding from Palermo
towards Toulon, she fell in with a French 74-gun ship, two
frigates, and a briE. Captain Brenton determined to watch their
motions during the night, and the enemy gave chase to him :
at daylight thizehad got within three miles, but a light breeze
springing up, partan ran along the east side of Cabrera,
pursued by the ship of the line; the frigates and the corvette
went round the west side in hopes of cutting her off, the Spartan
dying nearly becalmed, while they were coming up at the rate of
seven miles an hour: the headmost frigate being within y
tried single shot, which striking the object, she gave her whole
broadside. Captain Brenton would not allow a shot to be re-
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turned. In a few minutes the French frigate was involved in.a
dense cloud of her own smoke, and lay becalmed, while the
Spartan, having received very little damage from their shot, kept
the breeze, and left her unskilful pursuers to themselves. e
notice this fact as a warning to young officers when similarly
situated, to confine their whole attention to trimming their sails ;
for not only does the firing destroy a breeze of wind, but even in
fresh gales the motion of the guns, and the men, are unfavour-
able to the velocity of the ship.”*

This account, in our opinion, contains a far from unimportant
omission, the names of the French ships. That omission we
have been enabled to supply. The 74 was the Annibal, late
British Hannibal, captured at Algeziras,t oune frigate the Po-
mone, the other the Incorruptible, and the corvette the Vie-
torieuse. The captain of one of the frigates is represented to
have been afterwards broken by a court-martial at Toulon for
his conduct on this occasion ; although, we confess, we cannot
see upon what ground. The above extract certainly shows
none; and we have not been able to find, in any French pub-
lication, a word on the subject.

On the 5th of June, at 7h. 30 m. A. M., the British 38-gun
frigate Pomone, Captain Robert Barrie, cruising off the Pertius
Breton, discovered and chased in the north-east three armed
brigs. On approaching near, a convoy was discovered under
their escort. At about 9 A.M. the Pomone got within random-
shot of one of the brigs, when the wind entirely failed. Having
also to tack from the Barges d’Olonne ; which she did not do
until within 400 yards of them, the Pomone lost all chance of
cutting off either of the armed brigs. Some of the frigate’s shot
reaching the convoy, two, supposed to be naval transports,
ran on shore, and a third vessel, a brig, was deserted by her
crew. Captain Barrie immediately despatched Lieutenant John
Jones, in the six-oared cutter, to take possession, as well of this
brig as of any others that were not close to the shore. This
service Lieutenant Jones performed. with great judgment and
gallantry, and fortunately without loss, although the grape from
‘{.)he shore and from the gun-brig passed through and through his

oat.

One of the gun-brigs now making a show of sweeping out,
Captain Barrie sent Lieutenant James Wallace Gabriel, with
three boats, to meet her. As, however, the brig retreated under
the protection of the batteries and of the numerous musketry
 which lined the beach, Lieutenant Gabriel was recalled, and
directed to proceed towards St.-Gilles; where several vessels,
part of the convoy belonging to.the three gun-brigs, were
observed to be nearly becalmed. -With these vessels the lieu-
tenant afterwards came up, and captured 14 of them, without

¢ Brenton, vol. iv., p. 159, - 1 See vol iii,,. p. 117,
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the least resistance, the crews of the vessels, which consisted of
brigs, sloops, and chasse-marées, taking to their boats as the
Bntish approached.

On the 6th of June the British 14-gun brig Port-d'Espagne,
Lieutenant James Pattison Stewart, cruising in the gulf of
Paria, detached Lieutenant Hall and 25 men, 1n a prize schooner
disguised as a neutral, to attack a Spanish privateer, which,
otherwise, there was no chance of overtaking. After exchanging
musketry and receiving the fire from her guns, Lieutenant l%lall,
in a very cool and brave manner, laid the privateer on board, and
quickly carried her, although the Mercedes, as was her name,
mounted two carriage-guns and two swivels, and had a crew of
30 men. Out of these, three men were killed, one drowned,
and three wounded. On the British side two men only were
wounded.

On the 30th of April the British 38-gun frigate Uranie, Cap-
tain Christopher Laroche, arrived off the port of Cherbourg, to
watch the motions of a French 40-gun frigate and brig-corvette,
which had recently come from the arsenal into the road, pre-
f;;'atory to an escape to sea. ‘The frigate was, we believe, the
Département-de-la-Manche, or, as for brevity she was called,
the Manche, launched on the 27th of the preceding December, a
fine frigate, afterwards captured by the British, and found to
measure nearly 1100 tons. The brig was either the Cigne or
the Papillon, of 16 guns. It is but fair to state, that although
rating as a 38-gun frigate, the Uranie, on account of"a recent re-
duction in her armament, was inferior to any ship of her class.
Being an old French ship (the same that captured the Thames
in 1793*), the Uranie had been found too weak to carry long 18-
pounders, and a battery of long 12-pounders had been substituted.
Her quarterdeck and forecastle armament was, we believe, the
same as that of her class, 16 carronades, 32-pounders, and two
long nines ; making her total number of guns 46. Her com-

lement, also, appears to have been the same, 281 men and
ys ; but the Uranie was at this time between 30 and 40 men
short.
- On the 5th of May, at 2 h. 30 m. ». M., when the Uranie lay
at an anchor between Cape La Hague and Cherbourg, the French
brig came out of the road and stood to the northward, as if to
reconnoitre the frigate; but, just as the latter was preparing to
slip and go in chase, the biig put back. On the 15th, at 4 h.
30 m. p. M., when the Uranie, in company with the 12-gun brig
Rebuff, Lieutenant John Whiston, was standing towards Cher-
bourg with the wind at west-north-west, the weather, which had
been thick and hazy, suddenly cleared up and discovered the
French frigate and bng, with five launches, standing out. The
Uranie cleared for action. At 4h. 45m. the French vessels

* See vol. i., p. 107.
VOL. 1v, Z



-

¢

‘338 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1807.

stood in shore, and in another quarter of an hour stooed out
again. The Uranie thereupon wore, and hove to on the lar-
board tack, Cape La Hague west six or eight miles. A thick
fog then came on, and concealed the Manche and her consort
from view. They, in the mean time, had put back to the road.

On the 16th, in the forenoon, the Uranie and Rebuff again
stood in towards Cherbourg; and, on arriving close off the road,
the Uranie hoisted her colours and fired a gun. On the 6th of
June the brig came out through the east passage, and, at 3 p.x.,
after receiving from the Uranie a distant broadside, stood back
through the western passage, or that at the opposite extremity
-of the dike. On the 7th, at 1 h. 36 m. p. M., Cape La Hague
south-south-west six or seven leagues, the Uranie, then, it ap-
pears, alone, discovered the Manche and her consort to the east-
ward. The Uranie, having the wind from the westward, bore
up under all sail in chase of the French frigate and brig, then
standing in ; but which, at 3 h. 30 m. p. M. put about and stood
for the Uranie, as if intending to engage. e Uranie shortened
sail. At 4 p. . the two French vessels bore up and made all
sail for Cherbourg, followed leisurely by the Uranie until 5 p.u.,
when, having arrived nearly off the mouth of the harbour, the
latter hove to.

On the 16th the 12-gun brig Defender, Lieutenant George
Plowman, joined company. On the 18th, at 10 h. 30 m. just as
the Defender had been detached to the northward, the Manche
and her attendant were seen coming out of Cherbourg. The
Defender was immediately recalled ; and the two British ves-
sels, about noon, with the wind at north-west by west, bore up
in chase under topsails, topgallantsails, and foresailk At 16
minutes past noon the French frigate and brig tacked towards
the British frigate and brig ; whereupon the Uranie hauled up
her foresail. At1l. h. 46 m. p.m. the French vessels tacked in
shore, or from the latter. The Uranie then set her foresail. At -
this time the Manche had hauled up her courses, with the appa~
rent intention of waiting for the Bnitish frigate to close; but the
former soon afterwards, still keeping her courses up, edged away
towards Cherbourg. The Uranie and Defender then fired their
bow guns, but without effect. It was now perceived that the .
Manche, under topsﬁ_ils and topgallantsails, considerably out»
sailed the Uranie with her foresail set. Upon this, at 3 h. 20 m.
P.M., the two British vessels hauled off, and hove to on the lar-
board tack, with their heads to the northward.

On the 22d, at noon, Cherbourg south by east three or four
leagues, and the wind moderate from the west-north-west, the
Uranie and Defender, then under topsails and topgallantsails,
on the starboard or in-shore tack, discovered the Manche and
brig-corvette coming out of the road, through, we believe, the
eastern passage, and standing towards them on the larboard
tack. At 40 minutes past noon the Uranie tacked to the north-



¥607. . URANIE AND MANCHE. 339

-ward, apparently to speak the Defender. At O h. 45 m. p. u.
the two French vessels tacked in shore, and in five minates
afterwards Captain Laroche spoke Lieutenant Plowman, and:
directed him. to keep upon the Uranie’s weather quarter.
The Uranie then tacked in shore, and at 1 h. 16 m. p. m. the
French frigate and brig tacked towards the former. The Uranie
then set her foresail. At 1 h. 45 m. p.m. the Manche and her
consort tacked in shore,and at 2 p. . bore up. The Uranie and
Defender then bore up in chase. At 2 h. 15m. p. M. the Bri~
tish frigate set her mainsail, and at 2 h. 40 m. her' royals, and:
'was gaining fast on the French vessels, they having little wind
in.shore. At 3 h. 20 m. the Uranie, followed by the Defender,
hauled off on the larboard tack, and, having fired her starboard:
broadside at the enemy without any visible effect, shortened sail
and heve to.
£ man that, early: in the month of July, the ship’s com~
pany addressed a letter to the board of admiralty, complaining
that their captain had not done his utmost to bring the enemy’s
frigate to action. As soon as a knowledge of this fact reached
the officers, they, as was natural, became alarmed for the cha-
macter of the ship and themselves, and applied for a court-mar-
tial upon Captain Laroche. The court sat at Portsmouth, from:
the 20th to the 24th of July inclusive. The charges were con~
fimed to what took. place on the 15th of May and 22d of June.
As well as we can gather from the brief and imperfect ab-
stract of the proceedings of the trial given in the public prints,*
the conduct of the Uranie on the last-named day was the prin-
apal causs of complaint. It is stated that the Uranie wore or
stood from the enemy for some time, and was an hour before she
was ready for action, sund that there was great confusion orr
hoard ; that, had Captain Laroche dene his utmost, he might
have cut off the cosvette, and must have brought the frigate to
action if 'she did not abandon: the corvette; and that he passed’
the enemy’s frignte within gun-shot, giving a broadside, and’
wore, and: must have been in close action in a few minutes, if he-
had: chaged the frigate and carried all sail. :
In his defence in Laroche stated, that he had anchored
off the road, and: had fired at the frigate in defiance; that he
hed carried all the sail he could, with safety to the ship then on
a:lee shore, and close in with it; that it behoved him to be cau-~
tious, as the Minerve had been captured by running ashore
the same spet;t and that the Uranie was foul in her-
bottom and could not sail, and that, while she carried “ only
thirty-six 12-pourders, the enemy’s frigate carried fifty 18-
peunders.” Here there must certamly be a mistake. The force
of the Uranie, as far as- we can get at it, has already been -

* See Naval Chronicle, vol. xviii., p. 158.}
4 See vol ik, pi. 1662
s
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" stated ; and we know that the force of the Manche, when ca
tured by the British a year or two afterwards, was officially
reported at 44 guns. At all events the sentence pronounced
upon the Uranie’s Captain was: ¢ The charge being in part
proved, Captain Laroche is sentenced to be dismissed from the
command of his majesty’s ship Uranie.”

. On the 6th of August, late in the evening, the British 38-
gun frigate Hydra, Captain George Mundy, cruising off the
coast of Catalonia, chased into the harbour of Begur three
armed vessels, & polacre ship and two polacre brigs. On the
following morning, the 7th, the Hydra reconnoitred the port,
and discovered that the vessels were strongly defended botgoby
nature and art, lying in a narrow harbour, under the close pro~
tection of a battery and tower upon a cliff on one side, and of
rocks and bushes, admirably calculated for musketry, on the
other. But having great faith in the firmness and resources of
his people, Captain Mundy resolved to attempt cutting out the
vessels. .

Accordingly, at 50 minutes past noon, the Hydra came to an
anchor, with springs on her cables, at the entrance of the har-
bour, and began the attack. A smart fire was returned by.the
battery and shipping; but which, after an hour’s continuance,
began to abate. Perceiving this, Captain Mundy despatched
a division of his boats, with 50 seamen and marines, under the
command of Lieutenant Edward O’Brien Drury, second of the
ship, assisted by Lieutenants of marines John Hayes and Ed-
ward Pengelly, midshipman John Finlayson, and captain’s elerk
¢a volunteer) Robert Hendrick Goddard, with orders to land on
the flank of the enemy, and drive him from the battery. Not-
withstanding. the heavy fire kept up by the Hydra, the detach~
ments- became exposed to a cross discharge of langrid% from the
shipping and fort, and of musketry from the rocks. Unshaken,
however, the British advanced ; and, having mounted the cliff,
which was of most difticult access, attacked the fort with so
much intrepidity, that the enemy, having spiked the guns, con-
sisting of four long 24-pounders, rushed out on one side, as the
Hydra’s officers and men entered at the other.

. This gallant achievement enabled the Hydra. to direct her fire -
solely at the vessels, which still maintained a steady cannonade
n the party on shore. ‘Leaving Lieutenant Hayes and nearly
the whole of the marines in charge of the guns in the batterz;
with orders to occupy the heights which commanded the decks -
of the vessels, as well as the opposite side of the harbour, where
the enemy was numerously posted, Lieatenant Drury, with the
remainder of the marines and the whole of the seamen of his

division, advanced towards the town. As soon as the town was »
cleared, the French crews abandoned their vessels, and, formed
in groups among the rocks and bushes, fired on the seamen, as
the latter, having seized the boats on the beach, were boarding
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the polacres. Meanwhile another party of French sailors,
having gained a height above Lieutenant Hayes and his men,
annoyeﬁhe latter excessively, notwithstanding that some of the
Hydra’s guns kept playing upon the spot. :
. By 3h. 30m. p. M. Lieutenant Drury was in complete pos-
session of the vessels; and the seamen, with charactenstic intre-
pidity and coolness, deliberately carried out hawsers to the very
rocks occupied by the enemy, and continued warping out their
grizes in the teeth of a fresh breeze, and in defiance of a galling
re of musketry. On seeing this, Captain Mundy despatched
his third lieutenant, James Little, with the remainder of the
boats, to assist Lieutenant Drury and his little party; and at 4
P. M. the three prizes rounded the point of the harbour. The
marines then re-embarked, under a heavy discharge of musketry
from the enemy, who had collected his whole force to harass the
British rear. : '
The cagtured polacres were the ship Prince-Eugene of 16
ns and 130 men, brig Belle-Caroline, of 12 guns and 40 men,
th belonging to ‘Marseille, and brig Carmen-de-Rosario, of
four guns and 40 men. Among the fortunate circumstances
attending this very spirited and well-conducted enterprise, was
that it was achieved with so slight a loss, as one seaman killed
and two wounded on board the Hydra, and Mr. Goddard and
three seamen and marines wounded of the detachment on shore.
The frigate’s damages, also, were confined to a few shot in the hull,
slightly-wounded fore and mizen topmasts and foretopsail yard,
and some trifling injury to her rigging. The name of Lieute-
nant Drury, in the fist of commanders at the latter part of the
year 1807, shows that his gallantry met its due reward.
- On the 18th of August the Bntish 18-gun ship-sloop Con-
fiance, Captain James Lucas Yeo, cruising within a few miles of
Guardia on the coast of Portugal, received information that a
lugger privateer was in that port. It being calm, Captain Yeo
despatched, to cut the vessel out, the boats of the Confiance,
under Lieutenant William Hovenden Walker, assisted by mas-
ter’s mate, Massey Hutchinson Herbert and midshipman George
Forder. Althoug)l,l the privateer was moored under two forts,
one of four 24-pounders and the other of six 18-pounders, with
150 troops stationed at them, and that both the latter and the
forts opened a heavy fire upon the boats long before they
reached the vessel, Lieutenant Walker and his party, in the
most gallant manner, boarded and carried her, without the
slightest loss. She proved to be the Reitrada, of one long 12
and two 4 pounders, with a crew of thirty men ; one of whom
was killed, and several wounded : the remainder leaped over-
board and effected their escape. :
On the 25th of August the British 38-gun frigate Clyde,
Captain Edward William Campbell Rich Owen, cruising oft the
French coast between Ypont and Fécamp, despatched her boats,
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nnder the orders of Lieutenant Thomas Strong, to intercept:a
coasting sloop passing along the shore from the westward. As
soon .as she found the boats in pursuit of her, the sloop ran.on
shore near Ypont ; where she was defended by a battery, also by
two parties of men with musket:{, one stationed on the beach,
the other on the cliff, and by a field-piece and a mortar. Not~
withstanding the opposition thus experienced, Lieutenant S

and his party boarded and floated the sloop ; and, although the
boats were -struck in several places, and were forced by the
strength of the tide to tow the sloop within point-biank shot of
the batteries at Fécamp, not.a man of the Bnitish was hnrt.

On the 23d of August, at 8 h. 30 m. p. M., while the 18-gan
brig-sloop Weasel, Captain John Clavell, was lying becalmed
within five or six miles of the harbour of Corfu, waiting for one
of -her boats, which, about an hour before, she bad detached to
the town, an officer of the Russian navy came on.board from
Mr, Kirk, the late British consul at Corfu, with information that
a French garrison was in possession of the island. This brig
‘thus fortunately apprized of her danger, immediately made the
signal of recal to her boat, and repeated it with several guns.
At length the boat returned; and at 10 ».M. the Weasel
crowded sail for the north passage, intending to-proceed direct
to Malta with the intelligence which had reached her at so
critical a moment.
~ On the 24th, at 3 h. 30 m. A. M., the brig observed three tra-
bacculos, working in between Corfu and some .adjacent recks.
Supposing the vessels to contain French troops, the Weasel fired
a shot at them, and eventually compelled all three vessels to
Tun on shore among the rocks, where they must have been con-
siderably damaged. Observing three other trabacculos just out-
side the rocks, the Weasel made sail after, and at 5 A. M. cap-
tured them. The prizes were found to have on board between
them 261 French,soldiers, commanded by Colonel Devilliers,

oing as a reinforcement to -the garrison of Corfu. Captain
Clavell took on board the brig, for their better accommo-
dation, the Fresch colonel and his family, and several other
officers ; and, for the safety of the Weasel and her little crew,
he caused the arms and ammunition of his numerous prisoners
to be also brought on board.

On the same afternoon, having hoisted French colours by way
of a decoy, the Weasel captured another small vessel, having on
board a courier with despatches and a party of 20 French
soldiers. This vessel, being of no value, was destroyed ; as, for
the same reason, was one of the trabacculos. With the remain-~
ing two in tow, the Weasel made sail for Malta, and on the
29th anchored in Valetta harbour.

No small share of credit was due to Captain Clavell for his
address as well in capturing the prizes, as in overawing and

&keeping in subjection, for the space of six days, upwards of 280
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male prisoners, with a crew, admitting all the Weasel’s com~
&l::::nt to have been on board, of only 120 men and boys.
being no Gazette account of this affair, we freely

confess, that it would have entirely escaped us but for the
notice taken of it by a contemporary. Whether or not our cons -
temEomry’s account, when we came to search the Weasel’s log-
book for particulars caused us eny disappointment, will appear
by a reference to the account itself. “ After the peace of Tilsit,.
the Russians gave up Corfu to the French. A garrison was-
despatched to take possession of it, but meeting with Captain
Clavell, in the Weaszel brig of war, the whole force was defeated
and taken by that officer.”* : o

On the 1st of October, in the morning, as the British Leeward-
land packet Windsor-Castle, acting Captain William Rogers,
was in latitude 13° 53’ north, longitude 5g° 1’ west, on her pas~-
sage to Barbadoes, with the mails, a privateer was seenapproach-
ing under all sail. The packet used her utmost exertions to

; but, finding it impgssible, began to prepare herself for

making a stout resistance. At noon the schooner got within
gun-shot, hoisted French colours, and opened her fire ; which
was .immediately returoed from the chase-guns of the Windsor-
Castle. This was continued until the privateer came near, when
she hailed the packet in very opprobrious terms, and desired her
to strike her colours. On meeting a prompt refasal, the
schooner rap alongside, grappled the packet,and attempted to
board. In this the Frenchmen were unexpectedly defeated by
the pikes of the packet’s crew, and sustained & loss of eight or
. 10 in killed and wounded. The privateer now endeavoured to
to cut away the grapplingsand get clear ; but:the packet’s main
Yyard, being locked in the schooner’s rigging,held her fast. .

Great exertions continued to be made on both sides; and
Captain Rogers, evinced considerable judgment and zeal in
ordering a part of his men to shift the mails as circumstances.
required, or to cut them away in case the privateer should suc-
ceed in the conflict. At about 3 P. M. one of the packet’s guns,
a 9-pounder carronade loaded with double-grape, canister, and
100 musket-balls, was brought to bear upon the privateer, and
was discharged, with dreadful effect at the moment the latter
was making a second attempt to board. Soon after this Cap-
tain Rogers, followed by five men of his little crew, leaped upon
the schooner’s decks, and, notwithstanding the apparently over-
whelming odds against him, succeeded in driving the privateer’s
men from their quarters, and ultimately in capturing the vessel.

The Windsor-Castle mounted six long 4-pounders and two 9-
pounder carronades, with a complement of 28 men and boys ; of
whom she had three killed and 10 severely wounded : her main
yard and mizenmast were carried away, and her rigging, fore and

# Brenton, vol. iv., p. 159.
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aft, greatly damaged. The captured schooner was the Jeune-
Richard, mounting six long 6-pounders and one long 18-pounder
on a traversing carriage, with a complement, at the commence-
ment of the action, of 92 men; of whom 21 were found dead
on her decks, and 33 wounded.

- From the very superior number of the privateer’s crew still re-
maining, great precaution was necessary in securing the prisoners.
They were accordingly ordered up from below, one by one, and
were placed in their own irons successively as they came ups
Any attempt at a rescue being thus effectually guarded aguainst,
the packet proceeded, with her prize, to the port of her destina-
tion; which, fortunately for the former, was not very far distant.

This achievement reflects the highest honour upon every
officer, man, and boy, that was on board the Windsor-Castle ;
and, in particular, the heroic valour of her commander, so deci-
sive of the business, ranks above all praise. Had Captain
Rogers stayed to- calculate the chances that were against him,
the probability is, that the privateer,would have ultimately swe~
ceeded in capturing the packet; whose light carromades could
have offered very little resistance at the usnal distance at which
vessels engage ; and whose very small crew, without such a coup
de main, ay, and without such a leader, could never have brought
the combat to a favourable issue. '

On the 7th of October, in the evening, the British 22-gun ship
Porcupine, Captain the Honourable Henry Duncan, having
chased a trabacculo (one of the many variously rigged small
vessels employed in the Mediterranean), into Zupiano, a harbour
of the small island of that name in the Adriatic, despatched her
eutter and jollyboat, under the orders of Lieutenant George
Price, first of the ship, assisted by Lieutenant Francis Smith,,
to endeavour to bring the vessel out. As the two boats were
rounding the point which forms the entrance of the harbour, &
gun-boat, under the Italian flag, opened a fire of round and
upon them. Observing this Captain Duncan recalled the boats;
but, as soon as it was dark, detached them again to attack the
gun-vessel. - .

Having taken a guard-boat, sent by the latter to ook out for
them, mounting a 4-pounder swivel, and manned with French
soldiers, the boats pushed on for the gun-vessel ; which, e t-
ing the attack, had moored herself to the shore with four cables.
In spite of thisedprepamtion, and of a heavy fire of grape and
musketry opened upon them, Lieutenant Price and his party
gallantly boarded and captured the Venetian gun-boat Safo,
mounting one long 24-pounder and several large swivels, and
commanded by Anthonio Ghega, enseigne de vaisseau, with a
erew of 50 men, most of whom leaped overboard. This very
gallant enterprise was executed with so slight a loss as one sea-
man and one marine wounded.

On the 27th of November Lieutenant Price, in the cutter of
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the Porcupine, then cruising between Ragusa and the island of
Curzola, captured two small vessels from the first-named port,
under a fire of musketry from the shore, by which one of his
men was wounded. On the 29th the same enterprising officer
went with the boats into the harbour of Zuliano, and destroyed
a number of small vessels, together with the wine that was in the
magazines for the use of the French troops. A trabacculo, laden
with wood, was the only vessel afloat in the harbour, and she
was brought out. 4 '
. While the boats were returning, another trabacculo was seen
coming down. The Porcupine gave chase; but Lieutenant
Price, anticipating the wishes of his captain, pulled to windward
and captured the vessel. She proved to be from Ragusa bound
to Cursola, having on board stores of every description for guns
and mortars, two 6} inch brass mortars, two 54 inch brass
howitzers, four new 18-pounder gun-carriages, plank and every
material for constructing a battery on the island to which she
was bound, and a great quantity of shot and shells. Both this
and the former service were performed without a casualty. '
. On the 26th of October the British 18-gun ship-sloop Herald,
Captain George M. Hony, cruising off the fortress of Otranto in-
the Adriatic, observed an armed trabacculo at an anchor under
it. Conceiving it practicable, under cover of night, to cut the
vessel out, Captain Hony detached his boats, commanded by
Lieutenant Walter Foreman; who, in the face of a heavy fire of
great guns and musketry, both from the vessel and the shore,
gallantly boarded and brought out the French privateer César
of four 6-pounders. The crew defended her until the boats
were alongside, when all except four escaped by a stern
hawser. Of Lieutenant Foreman's party, Mr. James Wood,
the carpenter, was the only person hurt: he was wounded
dangerously. On board the Herald two men were slightly
wounded by shot from the fortress, and the ship’s hull and
igging slightly damaged. '

n the 24th of November, at 9 h. 30 m. .M., the island of
Terriffa in sight bearing north-east by north, and the wind very
light from the west-north-west, the British hired armed brig
Anne, of ten 12-pounder carronades, Lieutenat James M‘Kenzie,
having in her company the late Spanish lugger-privateer Vansigo
of seven guns (six long 4, and one long brass 12 pounder),
with nine.of the Anne’s 39 men on board as a prizecrew,
observed 10 Spanish gun-boats rowing towards her from the
shore. At 10 a. M. the headmost vessel fired a shot, and
hoisted a red flag. Finding that, owing to the calm state of
the weather, it was impossible to escape, Lieutenant M<‘Ken-
zie shortened sail to receive his opponents. :

At 10 h. 16 m. a. u., the three Eeadmost gun-boats closed,
and commenced the action. At 10 h. 30 m., the remaining seven
closing, the lugger, after having previously hailed the Anne to

<
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say she had three men killed, struck her colours. At 11 a.a,
the Anne succeeded in dismasting one of the gun-boats. Find-
ing that two others-had struck, she now discontinued the action;
but Lieutenant M‘Kenzie did not think it prudent to attempt to
take possession, the Anne having on board 42 prisoners, with
only 30 men to guard them, and being, moreover, charged with
dei{;atcbes.

t 11 h. 10 m. A. ., having got round by the assistance of her
sweeps, the Anne reopened fire upon five gun-boats, that
had taken possession of the Vansigo, and were agsin closing on
the Anne’s starboard quarter, as if with an intentien to boand,
Meeting with a warmer salute than they expected, and i
that the British were prepared to repel any attempt at boarding,
the Spaniards, at about 1 p. M., swept out of gun-shot, carrying
with them the Anne’s prize.

Notwithstanding that six of the largest of ‘these 10 gun-boats
were, for nearly an hour and a half, within pistol-shot of the
Anne, their fire did not injure a man on board. The official
account contains no statement, nor even supposition, relative to
the force, in guns or men, of these Spanish gun-boats. Bya
little research, however, it is discovered, that several -Spamsh
vessels of this class, captured nearly in the same quarter, and
about the same time, mounted four guns each, generzlytwo iong
24 and two long 8 pounders, with a complement of from 40 to
60 men. Hence Lieutenant M‘Kenzie’s grformance;in repuls-
ing 10 such opponents, did him and the 29 officers and men of
the Anue very great credit.

On the night of the 6th of November the boats of the British
12-pounder 36-gun frigate Renommée, Captain Sir Thomas
Livingstone, Bart., and 18-gun brig-sloop Grasshopper, Captain
Thomas Searle, cruising in  company in the neighbourhood of
Carthagena, were sent under the orders of Lieutenant William
Webster, of the former ship, to endeavour to cut out some
enemy’s vessels lying at anchor under the Torre de Estacio. BK
4 A. M. on the 7th a Spanish brig and a French tartar, eac
mounting six guns, with a proportionate number of men, were in
possession of the British boats;. but the wind was so light and
the current g0 strong, that both vessels ran without the
possibility of getting them off. While the boats and captured
vessels were in this state, a constant fire of grapeand canister
was maintained upon them from the guns on the tower; whereby
several of ‘the prisoners were wounded, as well as two of - the
British, Mr. Thomas Bastin, purser of the Grasshopper, who was
a volunteer and commanded a boat upon the occasion, and Hen
Garrett, cockswain of the Renommée’s pinnace, both very badly.
Under these circumstances, especially as there were several
women and children in the prizes, some of whom were badly
wounded, Lieutenant Webster was induced to abandon the ves~
sels without setting them on fire, : ’
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On the 11th of December, at 11 A.u. as the Renommée and
Grasshopper were cruising on the same station, the latter, being
on the look-out, deaeried a brig under way, and two settees at
anchor, off Cape Palos, and immediately made sail to cut off the
former. On observing the Grasshopper’s intention, the two
settees also weighed and stood towards their consort. The
Grasshopper continued working to windward, and at neon lost.
sight of the Renommée.

At about balf an heur after noon, having got within range,
the Grasshopper opened a heavy fire of round and grape upon
the brig. A rumning fight was maintained (about 15 minutes of
it close) until 2 h. 30 m. ».u.; when the latter, which was the
Spanish brig of war San-Josef, of ten 24-pounder earronades and
two long sixes, commanded l& Lieutenant Don Antonio de
Torres, ran an shore under Cape Negrete, and struck her
colours. The greater part of her crew, which, upon leaving
Carthagena on the preceding evening, numbered 99 men, then
swam on shore, and effected their escape. Seeing the fate of
their companion, the two settees, which were the Medusa of 10
guns and 77 men, and the Aigle of eight guns and 50 men,
tecked and made sail to the eastward.

The Grasshopper now shortened sail and anchored, in order to
attempt getting her prize afloat. This was at length effected,
in the face of a body of troops assembled on the cliffs; and
who, by their constant discharges of musketry, severely wounded
one of the Grasshopper’s men, the only loss she sustained. It
was not, however, with entire impunity, for the Grasshopper
fired at the musketeers several well-directed broadsides. This
was a very creditable little affair on the part of Captain Searle,
his first lieutenant, Cornelius Willes, of whom he speaks in the
highest terms, and his remaining officers and men.

On the 3d of December, at 10 A. M., latitude 14° 48 north,
longitude 59° 14’ west, the British brig-sloop Curieux, mounting
10 carronades, 18-pounders, and eight long 6-pounders, with a
crew on board of rather less than 100 men and boys, commanded
by Captain John Sherriff, while standing on the starboard tack
with the wind from the north-east, discovered in the north-north-
west, or right ahead, a strange ship steering under easy sail on
the opposite tack. This was the late Liverpool slave-ship British-
Tar, iut now the French privateer Revanche, of 24 long guns,
chiefly, it is believed, English 9-pounders, and one long French
18-pounder upon a traversing carriage on the forecastle, with a
crew of 200 men, commanded by Captain Vidal. »

At 11 -A.m., as the ship passed almost within gun-shot to lee-
ward of her, the Curieux made the private signal. That not
being answered, the brig soon afterwards tacked in chase, and
ot 1 p.u. discharged her bow gun at the Revanche ; who fired
one stern-chaser in return, hoisted her colours, and set more:
#£ail, edging away to the southward. At 2 p.wm., having arrived
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abreast of the ship on the larboard and weather side, the brig
brought her to close action. This continued for an hour; by
which time the Curieux had her braces, bow-lines, and tiller-
ropes shot away. Seeing the unmanageable state of her op-
ponent, the Revanche, at 3h. 16 m. p. M., ran on board the
Curieux on the starboard side a little before the mainmast. In
this position the ship discharged her traversing gun and mus-
ketry ; by which the brig’s main boomwas shot away, Captain
Sherriff and four or five of the men killed, and several wounded.

Finding themselves too warmly received, the privateer’s men
would not board, but retreated to the quarterdeck ; whence they
kept up, for the space of ten minutes, an incessant and a very
destructive fire of musketry. Lieutenant Thomas Muir, ugon'
whom the command of the brig had devolved, now prepared to
- board ; but, being supported by only 10 seamen, the marines,
and the boatswain, he was obliged to relinquish the attempt. At
about this time, one of the Curieux’s men having hove the
ship’s grappling overboard (in doing which he lost his right arm
by a shot), the Revanche dropped astern. Presently afterwards,
hauling up, the privateer crossed the stem of the Curieux, and,
after firing into her two great guns and a volley of musketry,
crowded sail to the north-west. Nor was the Curieux, whose
shrouds and back-stays were shot awsy, and two topmasts and
Jib-boom wounded, in a condition to make sail in pursuit.

The loss on board the Curieux amounted to eight killed, in-
cluding her captain, and 14 wounded. That on board: the
Revanche, according to a paragraph in the Moniteur, amounted
to two killed and 13 wounded. The Curieux, as soon as she
had partially refitted herself, made sail for Barbadoes, and
anchored the next day in Carlisle bay.

Lieutenant Muir was subsequently tried by a court-martial at
Barbadoes, for the escape of the privateer, and was slightl
reprimanded for not having done his utmost, after the death
his captain, to take or destroy the enemy’s ship. Had, by any
chance, the Revanche been captured and carried into Carlisle
bay by one of the cruisers upon the station, her force would
have been fully known; and we cannot conceive that the com-
manding officer of a gun-brig (for, virtually, the Curieux was
no more) would, under all the circumstances of this case, have
been otherwise than honourably acquitted.

We are now entering upon a case which some may think
not quite pertaining to Naval History. It was, however, an
occurrence that happened on board a British ship of war, and
one which, for a considerable time after it became generally
known, excited an intense interest in the public mind.

In the summer of the present year Robert Jeffery, a native of
Polpero in Cornwall, aged 18 years, entered on board the Lord
Nelson privateer of Plymouth, and about eight days afterwards,
when the privateer had put into Falmouth, was pressed by an
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officer belonging to the British 18-gun brig-sloop Recruit, cap-
tain the honourable Warwick Lake. The Recruit soon after-
wards sailed for the West Indies. In the month of November,
when the crew of the Recruit were on short allowance of water,
Jeffery, who was armourer’s mate on board, took, according to
Captain Lake’s account, “a bottle with some rum in it,” from
the gunner’s cabin ; and on the 10th of December, by his own
acknowledgment, went to the spruce-beer cask and drew off
about two quarts. A shipmate saw and informed against Jeffery,
and Captain Lake ordered the sergeant of marines to “ put him
in the black list.” . :

On the 13th of December the Recruit was passing the desert.
island of Sombrero, which stands about 80 miles to the south~
‘west of St. Christopher. Captain Lake then ordered Jeffery to
be landed upon that island. Accordingly at 6 p. M., the poor
fellow was placed in a boat, with the second lieutenant of the
brig, Richard Cotton Mould, a midshipman and four seamen,
and landed upon the uninhabited island of Sombrero, without
shoes on his feet, or any other clothes than those on his back,
and without even a biscuit for food. Observing that his feet
were cut by the rocks, Lieutenant Mould gave him a pair of
shoes, which he had begged of one of the men, together with a
knife, and his own and the midshipman’s pocket handkerchiefs
for making signals. The lieutenant then advised this victim of
tyranny and oppression to keep a sharp look-out for vessels,
and pulled back to the Recruit. Her captain’s vengeance being
thus gratified, the brig filled and made sail from an island, untﬁ
then little known except as a land-fall or point of bearing for
navigators, but subsequently blazed about in every quarter of
the globe, and never named without an execration upon the
(must we say) British officer, who had acted so inhuman a part.

Rear-admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane, the commander-in-
chief at the Leeward islands, the instant the brig joined him,
reprimanded Captain Lake for his conduct, and sent back the
Recruit to Sombrero, to bring away the man if he should chance
to be alive. On the 11th of February the Recruit anchored off
the island, and her officers landed and searched it over; but
neither Jeffery, nor his body, nor his bones were any where to be
found. By almost a miracle, as it will appear, the man’s life
was spared. - '

After he had been thus left to perish by his tyrant of a cap-
tain, Jeffery wandered about for eight days, subsisting upor
gome limpets that he found among the rocks, the crevices of
which also afforded him rain water to drink. He saw several
vessels pass, but was too weak to hail them at the distance at
which they were. At length, on the morning of the ninth day,
the schooner Adams, of Marblehead, Massachusetts, John Dennis,
master, came to the island, saved the poor fellow from a linger-
ing death, and landed him at Marblehead.
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There Jeffery resided, following his trade of a blacksmitly
until the summer of 1810, when the noise which his case made
in England induced the British government to send for him
‘bome. He was brought first to Halifax, Nova-Seotia; and
thence, in the 10-gun schooner Thistle, Lieutenant Peter Procter,
o Portsmouth. On the 22d of October, Jeffery attended at
the admiralty, where he received his discharge, and had the R
taken off his name ; by which he became entitled to all arrears
-of pay. The friends of the late (for he had then, as will be seem

resently, ceased to bear the title) Captain Lake made bim &
fiberal compensation for the hardships he had undergone, and
Jeffery returned to his native village of Polpero a mueh: richer
man than he had quitted it three years before.

On the 5th and 6th of February, 1810, which was soon after

it had become known that Jeffery was living, a court-martial
assembled on board the Gladiator at Portsmouth, te try Captain
Lake for having put a seaman of the Recruit on shore. uﬁ. an
uninhabited island. Captain Lake admitted that he landed
Jeffery upon Sombrero, but d as his excuse, that he
“ thought the island was inhabiggi” thereby not only erposnﬁ
his own ignorance, but impugning the professional knowledge
lis two lieutenants, and particalarly ofp his master, of whom, as
€aptain Lake admits, he had. to inquire the name of the island;
The court, which was numerously and resmabl'y composed;
found Captain the Honourable &’arwick e guilty of the
<harge, and sentenced him to be dismissed from the British
navy.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONB.,~~COAST OF AFRICA.

As a_necessary consequence of the occupation of Portugal
by the French, the island of Madeira fell into the hands of the
British. On the 24th of December a British squadron, consist-
ing of the

‘Gun-ship
Centaur .. { Copeain Wil Hon Wbl
ooooooooooo seece 2 i .
7 York .ecececcconsacee veeee »  Robert Barton,
Captain ceeeceeercone veeoe " Isaac Wolley,
64 Intrepid ....... sossennee . »  Richard Worsley,
Frigates, Xfricaine, Alceste, Shannon, and Success,

«escorting some transports having a body of troops under Major-
GenemlgBeresford, anchored ingFunchil bay, ‘l::thm a eable’s
length of the forts, toi be ready to act hostilely, should any op-
r:?tion be experienced. None, however, was offered;

ore dark the troops were landed and in. possession of all the
forta. On the next day the terms of capitulation were agreed
to, and on the following day, the 26th, duly signed by the: go=
vernor of theisland, Pedro Fagundes Bacellar d’ Antes-e Mensres,
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as he signs himself, on the one part, and the commanding officers
«f the British sea and land forces on the other.

WEST INDIES.

On the 29th of November, 1806, Captain Charles Brisbane
.of the 38-gun frigate Arethusa, accompanied by the Latona, of
the same force, Captain James Athol Wood, and the 44-gun
frigate Anson, Captain Charles Lydiard, sailed from Port-Royal,
Jamaica, with orders from Vice-admiral Dacres, the commander-
in-chief on that station, to reconnoitre the island of Curagoa,
and sound the minds of the iphabitants respecting the sincerity
.of their alleged inclination to ally themselves to Great Britain.
Owing to t%:e continued violence of the trade-wind and the
-strength of the north-westerly current, it was not until the 22d
of December, in the evening, that the squadron reached the
west end of Aruba, a small island situated about a degree to the
westward of, and a dependency upon, Curagoa. There the three
frigates anchored, and on the followin eveninngere joined by
the 38-gun frigate Fisgard, Captain William Bolton, then on
his way to Jamaica, but whom Captain Brisbane had received
permission from the admiral to take under his orders.

Having more taste, as well as more talent, for fighting than
for diplomatizing, Captain Brisbane natnrallk; conceived that he
«could effect less by the latter mode than by the former. He was
fully sensible, too, that the way to get possession of a place so

ly fortified, both by nature and art, as Curagoa, with only
four frigates and their crews, was not to lie to off the port, there
40 make a display of his weakness, and wait while the Dutch
governor and his council slumbered through the forms of a nego-
- tation, and the Dutch forts and soldiers got ready more effectuall
to resist an attack, but to dash right into the harbour, am{
pointing the muzsles of his guns into the windows and doors of
the burghers, carry every thing by a vigorous storm.

This was the plan which Captain Bnisbane resolved to adopt,
and every preparative arrangement was soon made for facilitatin
its execution. Each frigate had her allotted station. The bulE
-of her crew was divided into storming companies, commanded by
lieutenants and by the captain as their leader. The boatswain
was placed at the head of a party with ladders and crow-bars ;
and the master, with the necessary number of hands, was to have
<harge of the ship, while the boarders and stormers were per-
fom%e their part of the enterprise. To prevent any confusion
from the different crews casually mixing together when on shore,
«ach ship’s company, with the officers attached to them, wore
.some peculiarity of dress, or some badge or mark that could be
readily distinguished. On the 24th, at 8 A.m., Captain Bris«
bene, with his four fri , weighed and made sail, intending to
strike the blow at daybreak on new year’s day, the previous eve
being that on which every loyal Dutchman makes it a point to

’
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steep his senses in forgetfulness. On the lst of January, at
1 A. M., the high land of St.-Barbary’s on the east end of Curagoa
made its appearance. It was necessary to make this end of the
island, to have the benefit of the regular trade or south-east wind
in running for the harbour of St.-Ann, situated on the south-east
side of Curagoa; and which, as being the capital of the colony
and its principal naval dépot, was to be the first object of attack.
The frigates now hove to, hoisted out their boats, and took them
in tow with small cablets.

Of the nature and extent of the difficulties that stood in the
way of success, some idea may be formed by a brief description
of the harbour of St.-Ann, and its sea-defences. The entrance
to the harbour, according to Mr. Mantor’s chart, is only 50
fathoms wide, and is defended by regular fortifications ; the
principal of which, Fort Amsterdam, standing.on the right of
the entrance, mounts 60 pieces of cannon, i two tiers. Athwart
the harbour, which nowhere exceeds a quarter of a mile in
width, were the Dutch 36-gun frigate Halstaar, Captain Cor-
nelius J. Evertz, and 20-gun ship-corvette Surinam, Captain Jan
Van-Nes, exclusive of two large armed schooners. There was a
chain of forts on Misselburg height; and that almost impreg-
nable fortress Fort-République, situated upon a high hill at the
bottom of the harbour, and almost within grape-shot distance,
enfiladed the whole.

At 5 A. M., every preparation having been made for an im-
mediate attack by storm, the four British frigates, the Arethusa
leading, followed in close order by the Latona, Anson, and Fis-

ard, bore up, with an easterly wind, for the mouth of the
arbour. -At daylight the Arethusa, with a flag of truce at the
fore, entered the port ; but the Dutch forts and shipping, taking
no notice of the flag, opened upon the British frigate a smart
though ineffective fire. Just at this moment the wind shifted to
north, and checked at once the further progress of the Arethusa.
Fortunately, however, not many minutes elapsed ere the wind, in
& squall, changed back to north-east; thereby enabling the
whc&e of the squadron, except the Fisgard, which frigate
grounded on the west side, to lay up along the harbour. The
three remaining British frigates, after an unavoidable delay of
some minutes on the part of the Anson, then anchored in posi-
tions for opening their several broadsides upon the Dutch forts,
ﬁ'i%lte, and corvette.
pon the capstan of the Arethusa, whose jib-boom was over
the wall of the town, Captain Brisbane now wrote, and sent off
to the governor, the following summons : “ The British squadron
are here to protect, and not to conquer you; to preserve to you
your lives, liberty, and property. If a shot is fired at any one
of my aquadron after this summons, I shall immediately storm
your batteries. You have five minutes to accede to this determi-
nation.” No notice being taken- of this summons, the flag of
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truce was hauled down; and ‘at 6 h. 15m. A.m. the British
squadron commenced the action. Assoon as the ships had fired
about three broadsides each, Captain Brisbane, at the head of a
portion of his crew, boarded and carried the Dutch frigate;
whereupon the Latona warped close alongside and took pos-
session. Meanwhile a party of the Anson’s men, headed by
Captain Lydiard, had boarded and secured the Surinam.
’ 'Fhis done, Captains Brisbane and Lydiard pulled straight for
the shore, and, landing together, proceeded, at 7 h. 30 m. a. M.,
to storm Fort Amsterdam. The vigour of the assault was irre~
sistible. Some of the British breaking open the sea-gate with
their crowbars, while others escaladed the walls, the fort, al-
though garrisoned by 275 regular troops, was carried in about
ten minutes ; as, shortly afterwards, and with equal quickness
and facility, were one or two minor forts, the citadel, and the
town. On the return of Captains Brisbane and Lydiard to their
respective ships, a fire was opened upon Fort République, which
fire the fort might have silenced in half an hour; and 300 sea-
men and marines were landed to attack it in the rear, which
service they would have found a very difficult one to execute.
By 10 A.m., however, or a little after, the British flag waved on
the walls of Fort République; and, by noon, the whole island
of Curagoa had capitulated to the British arms.
* This unparalleled morning’s work was achieved with no greater
loss to the British, than two seamen killed and five wounded
belonging to the Arethusa, one killed and two wounded belong-
ing to the Latona, and seven wounded belonging to the Anson ;
total, three killed and 14 wounded ; and the only spar shot or
carried away was the spritsail yard of the Arethusa. The loss
on the part of the Dutch was much more severe. The Halstaar
had her captain and two petty officers killed, and three others
badly wounded; the Surinam, one seaman killed, her com-
mander (dangerously), one lieutenant, one midshipman, and one
seaman wounded ; and the schooner Flying-Fish (Viligende-Vis)
one killed and one wounded ; total, five killed and eight wounded,
exclusive of the loss on shore, represepited to have amounted, in
killed and wounded together, to nearly 200 meh. The Dutch
ships were bravely defended ; and so probably would have been
theforts, had not the hour and the suddenness of the attack com-
gletely scared the drowsy garrisons, and the occupation of the
arbour by the enemy’s ships prevented the junction of a con-
siderable reinforcement which Ead assembled at Otra-Bandy.
The capture of a valuable Dutch colony, by four British
frigates and their ships’ companies, was an exploit of which even
four British sail of the line, and a dozen transports with troops,
might have been proud. Captain Brisbane, {the planner and
leader of the enterprise, was knighted by his sovereign, and all
four captains received medals commemorative of the brilliant

service they had performed. Nor were the most distinguished
VOL, IV, 2a
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of the subordinate gallant participators overlooked. Lieutenants
John Parish, €irst of the Arethusa, and Thomas Ball Sullivan,

Sirat of the Anson, both of whom assisted at the storming of

Fort Amsterdam, were made commanders. o

As soon as war was declared by Denmark for the attack upon
her capital and the seizure of her fleet, her powerful enemy pro~
ceeded to gaim possession of the Danish colomies. Accong
on the 16th of December, an expedition, the naval force under

the command of Rear-admiral the Honourable Sir Alexander-
Cochrane, and the military under that of General Bowyer,.

sailed from Carlisle bay, Barbadoes, and on the 21st anchored
off the island of St.-Thomas. A summons was then sent in to
the Danish governor, Colonel Van-Scholten; who after a short
parley acceded to the terms, and the island and its dependen-
cies were on the same day formally surrendered to Great Bri-
tain. On the 25th the island of Santa-Croix followed the
example of its neighbour. No ships of war were found in the
harbours of either island, but a great many merchant vessels,
nearly the whole of them under the Danish flag,

SOUTH AMERICA.

In our last year’s account of the proceedings in the Rio de la
Plata, we left Commodore Sir Home Popham and Brigadier-
general Backhouse in the possession of Maldonado harbour, and
of the small island of Gorreti near its entrance.* On the 5th
of January Rear-admiral Stirling, in the Ardent 64, with a small
convoy, arrived at Maldonado, to supersede Commodore Sir
Home Popham. The rear-admiral also brought out Brigadier-
general Sir Samuel Auchmuty to take the command of the-
troops. On the 13th Maldonado was evacuated without oppo-
sition, and a small garrison only was leftin Gorreti. It was now
determined to invest Monte-Video, a strong town, mounting on
its different batteries 160 pieces of cannon, and respectably
garrisoned; and the followm[i was the British naval force
ready to co-operate in the attack :

Cunen® Rear-ad. (w.) Charles Stirli
. e . (w. rles Stirling.
Diadem......ccoe0ne { Captain Samuel Warren. g )
 §4< Raisonable......... ” Josias Rowley.
Ardent ......ceee.e » Ross Donnelly.
Lancaster..cooeees . William Fothergill.
QGun-frig. N .
88 Leda....coieecsnnsa ”» Robert Honeyman.
39 UnicorD...c.eeeeees . Lucius Hardgmm.
Medusa.......cesnuee ” Honourable Duncombe Pleydell Bouverie,

Sloops, troop-ships, gun-bri’gs, &e.

- Accordingly on the 16th, in the morning, the ships having
assembled oft the island of Flores, a landing was effected in a
small bay a little to the westward of the Caretas rocks, and
about eight miles to the eastward of the town. The strength of

* See ps 214,

ngly,.
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‘the breeze, and the intricacy of the navigation, rendered it ve
-difficult for:a covering force to approach near enough to be of
much ‘use ; but ‘the frigates, under the directions of Captain
Lucius Hardyman of the Unicorn, got so close as to command
the beach, had any opposition been offered by ‘the body of
"troops in view on the heights.

On the 19th the army, including about 800 ‘seamen and
marines under the orders-of Captains Ross Donuelly and John
Palmer (the latter of the ship-sloop Pheasant), moved forward,
‘and in 'the evening the ships of war and transports dropped ‘off
Chico bay ; near to which,” and at about two ‘miles ?rom the
‘town, the troops encamped, ‘having during the march had a
glight skirmish with parties of the enemy. Such was the shal-
lowness of the water in front of Monte-Video, that the ships
could lend no effectual co-operation in the siege, beyond land-
ing apart of their men, guns, and stores, and cutting off afl
communication between Colonna and Buenos-Ayres. On the
25th the general opened his breaching batteries, and the lighter
vessels of the squadron opened a distant cannonade. The siege
continued, with doubtful result, until the 2d of February, when
a breach was reported practicable. In the evening a summons
was sent to the governor, to which no answer was returned ; and
on the morning of the 3d, before day, the breach was most
gallantly stormed, and the town and citadel carried. The loss
sustained by the army, from its first landing to the termination
of the siege, amounted to 192 killed, 421 wounded, and eight
missing. .

The distance from the shore at which the ships were obliged
to anchor, the constant high wind and.heavy swell, and the dis-
tance which the guns, when landed, had to be dragged over
a heavy sandy road, rendered the duty of the seamen particu-
larly arduous. For these and other services, so many were
required, that the daily number of men absent from the squadron,
including the division imbodied with the army, was about 1400
and the Diadem herself was frequently left with only 30 men on
board. The loss sustained by the navy on shore amounted to
six seamen killed, one sub-lieutenant (George Stewart), three
midshipmen (the Honourable Charles Leonard Irby, Henry
Smith,and John Morrison), and 24 seamen and marines wounded,
-and four seamen missing.

So low was the stock of powder reduced by the protracted
length of the siege, that, when the breach was made, no greater
guantity remained on board the ships of war, transports, and

eet of English merchantmen in company, than would have fur-

nished two days’ further consumption. None of the few Spa-

nish vessels of war found in the harbour were of much value.

A corvette of 28 guns was burnt by the crew. There were two

or three other unserviceable corvettes, and some schooners of

war; also 2] gun-boats. The remaining vessels were merchantmen,
242
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In the course of May a reinforcement of about 5000 British
troops arrived, under %rigadier-geneml Crawfurd; who there-
upon superseded Sir Samuel Auchmuty. On the 15th of June
Brigadier-general Crawfurd himself was superseded by Licute-
nant-general Whitelocke, and, Rear-admiral Stirling, by Rear-
admiral George Murray, whose flag was on board the 64-gun
ship Polyphemus, Captain Peter Heywood. An attack upon
Buenos-Ayres was to be the next object of the expedition. 'ﬁe
small share which the navy, on account of the shallowness of
the approaches by water, was enabled to take in the disgraceful
campaign that ensued, relieves us from the task of recordin
particulars. It may suffice to state, that on the 28th of June a
landing was effected, without opposition, within 30 miles of
Buenos-Ayres ; that on the 5th of July an attack was made on
the town; that the British troops, under Brigadier-general
Crawfurd, were overwhelmed by numbers, and compelled to
surrender, with the loss of 2500 men in killed, wounded, and

risoners; and that on the 6th the commanding officer of

uenos-Ayres, general Liniers, offered to deliver up all prisoners,
if the attack was discontinued and the British would consent to
evacuate the river Plata in two months,

These terms were immediately submitted to by General
‘Whitelocke ; and thus ended all the hopes of the British in this
quarter, The Buenos-Ayrean campaign had not, however,
passed wholly without benefit : it showed the folly of relying
upon the specious representations of traders and renegadoes,
Tespecting the dissatisfied state of the people of any country
which they had visited or fled from. It showed, also, the
advantage of noticing, in a proper manner, the first symptom
-of shyness that an officer discovers. Had some little qualm of
this kind, which notoriously affected Lieutenant-colonel White-
locke at Saint-Domingo, stripped him of his uniform, Lieute-
nant-general Whitelocke would not have been present at Buenos-
Ayres, to sacrifice a gallant army and cast a slur upon the

British name.
EAST INDIES.

Being desirous to ascertain if the information was correct, that
the two Dutch 68-gun ships, which had escaped from Batavia
in the preceding year,* were at Gressie, or Griesse, on the river
Sourabaya, at the eastern extremity of Java, and distant about
540 miles from the capital of the island, Rear-admiral Sir
Edward Pellew, in the month of June, despatched from Madras
the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Caroline, Captain Peter Rainier,
and 12-pounder frigate Psyché, Captain Fleetwood Broughton
Reynolds Pellew, with orders to reconnoitre the port. On the
20th of August the two frigates arrived off Point Panka, the

* See p. 268.
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eastern extremity of Java, and, by a ship from Batavia ca
tured on the 30th, ascertained that the Pluto and Revolutie
were not merely lying inactive at Gressie, but they were in too
bad a state to admit of repair.

Having executed the primary object of their mission, the two
frigates stood to the westward ; and at midnight the Psyché
alone, the Caroline having parted company in chase, anchored
off the port of Samarang, which lies about 200 miles nearer to
Batavia than Sourabaya. At daylight on the 31st the Psyché
weighed and stood into the road. The boats, having in the
mean time been got ready, were despatched, under the orders of
Lieutenant Lambert Kersteman, assisted by midshipman Charles
Sullivan, to bring out the vessels at anchor in the road. This
service Lieutenant Kersteman gallantly executed, towing out,
from under a heavy but ineffectual fire opened upon the boats by
the batteries of the town, an armed schooner of eight guns, and
a large merchant brig.

The early part of the morning having discovered two shi
(one evidently a cruiser) and a brig at anchor outside, the
Psyché, as soon as she had collected her boats and destroyed
their two prizes, made sail after the strange vessels, which by
this time had weighed, and were endeavouring to escape. At
3h. 30m. p. M., finding the frigate was overtaking them, the
three vessels bore up and ran themselves on shore about nine
miles to the westwa.ms) of Samarang, opening upon the Psyché a
well-directed fire. This, on anchoring in three fathoms, the
latter returned, but, on account of the distance at which the
shoal water obliged her to keep, with little apﬁarent effect. In
a few minutes, however, one of the ships, which proved to be
the Resolutie, armed merchant ship of 700 tons, with a valuable
cargo on board, struck her colours. At 4h.30 m. p.m., just as
the Psyché was hoisting out her boats to attempt carrying the
second ship by boarding, she also struck, and proved to be the
Dutch national corvette Scipio, of 24 guns and 150 men, Captain
Carrage, who was mortally wounded on the occasion. Shortly
afterwards the brig, which was the Ceres, a remarkably fine
vessel in the Dutch company’s service, mounting 12 guns, with
a crew of 70 men, fired a broadside and hauled down her
colours. By the persevering exertions of the Psyché’s officers
and men, all three of the prizes were got afloat the same night
without injury. This was a very spirited, gallant affair; and we
find, after a lapse of nearly thirty years, the captain of the
Psyché knighteg. The companionship of the Bath, which he
wore previous to his late reward, was very inadequate for the
service he had rendered.

With the intelligence communicated by his son, Rear-admiral
Sir Edward Pellew, on the 20th of November, sailed from
Malacca with the Culloden and Powerful 74s, frigates Caroline
and Fox, sloops Victoire, Samarang, Seaflower, and Jaseur, and
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transport Worcester, . having on board a detachment of troo
.under Lieutenant-colonel Lockhart. On the 5th of December the-
gquadron arrived off Point Panka; and a commission, with
flag of truce, was immediately sent to the commandant of the:
Dutch naval force, for the surrender of the ships of war lying-at
Gressie. The Dutch commodore thought fit to detain the boat;,
and to place in arrest the persons on board of her: he then sent
one of his officers to Sir Edward, with information of the un-
warrantable step he had taken, accompanied with a flat refusal
to deliver up the ships, although they were all in a dismantled,
state, with their guns on shore.

. On the next morning, the 6th, the Culloden and Powerful,
baving been lightened, sailed up, accompanied by the remainder
«of the squadron, to Gressie, cannonading a battery of twelve 9
and 18 pounders at Sambelangan on the island of Madura; the.
fire from which, with hot shot, struck several of the ships, but
hurt no person on board, and was very soon silenced. The
govemor and council of Sourabaya, a settlement about 15 miles

higher up the river, and to which Gressie was subordinate, re-
leased the gentlemen of the commission and the boat’s crew, dis-
claimed the violent measures pursued by the commodore, and
offered to treat. A treaty was accordingly concluded for deliver-
ing up the ships of war, consisting, as already mentioned, of the
two 68-gun ships Pluto and Revolutie, also a sheer-hulk (late a.
68-gun ship), the Kortenaar, together with the Rutkoff com-.
my’s ship, pierced for 40 guns. But the Dutch commodore,

reviousf; scuttled the whole of them. On the 11th the.

British completed the destruction of the ships, by setti
them on fire; and then proceeded to destroy the guns an
military stores in the garnison of Gressie, and at the battery:
of Sambelangan. '
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No. 1. Seep.7.

“The following short table will show the numerical loss sustained by each ship,
also her principal damages in rigging, masts, and yards, or hull,

Less. Principal damages, as officially reported. 1
Ships. Masts and yards.
P |k |w| Rigging, b Frull, &c.
&e. Shot away.| Wounded.
Hero...uveeee| 1| 4| Much cut. | None report.|Fore and main|Several shots be-
masts and top-| tween wind &
. masts, badly. | water.
Ajax cueeeens| 2|16 »  '|Mainyard&|None report J One lowerdeck
driver-boom : gun disabled,
starbrd bump-
kin shot away.
‘{Triumph ...| 5/ 6 ” Drivr-boom|Bowsprit& main-| Two lowerdeck
' mast. guns_disabled.
{Barfleur ....| 8| 7| No damage | None report.|Foremost & fore-|
. reported. d.
Agamenm. ...| 0 ” Foretopsail [Fore and* main
yd & mizen| - yards and main|
s dsor. topmast. topmast. :
Wg::;?; } 10{35| Much cut. |Fore top- HeaSOfforemast, No damage re-
X mast,and fore and main ported.
great part| ~yardsand bow-
of fore top.| _sprit.
Defiance....| 1| 7 » Mizentop- |Mainmast, fore-f |
*sail yard.. | yard, & driver- j
Prince of o | boom. )
Wales § 38|20 v Foretopsail |Mizen topmast & Rudd. shot thro
yard. main yd badly.| two feet above
_ |1 water’s edge.
Repulse ...| 0| 4| » None report.|Bowsprit badly. Kndie of t]:iehead
. ' maged.
Raisonable | 1 1| No damage » Cross-jack yard. .{Some shots
reported. struck, &c.
Dragon......| 0] 4| ” ” None reported.
Glory .......| 1| 1| Much cut, » Fore . No damage re-
Warrior ....| 0| 0 » » Sprits);?;d d, fore-| ported.
topgallant yd,
/ & driver-boom
AThunderer..| 7|11 » » Mizenmast, fore/Upper cheek of
yard, & main-| knee of head|
. topsail yard. shot thro’, &c.
{Malta ......| 5|40 » Mizentop- Mizenmast and|No damage re-
sail yard | topmast, and ported.
. fore topmast,
also main yard
badly.
Egyptienne| 0| 0 No | None report.| None reported.
} damage
Sirius eeeeee| 2| 3|) reported. !
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No. 2. See p. 7.

The following statement will show the exact loss sustained by each ship of
the combined fleet, in killed and wounded :

Total.

Argonauta ......
Terrible .........

Firme .ccceveeeeee
Pluton ccceeeeenees
Mont-Blanc......

Formidable ......
Intrépide.........
Scipion seeeeseees
Swiftsure  .e.eee
Indomptable......

Aigle ,eceeenneenes
Aciille ............

cocomocomavur B =83

7

5
11
9
167
138
S0
17

42
10

8
6
10
10
0
0
2
4
0
0

including captain and two lieutenants
among the killed.

including captain among the killed.

327

476
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No. 8. See p. 11.

Je ne me propose point d'aller chercber Pennemi, je veux méme Péviter
pour me rendre 3 ma destination ; mais, si nous le rencontrions, point de
manceuvre honteuse : elle découragerait nos équipages et entrainerait notre
défaite. Si l'ennemi est sous le vent i nous, maitres de notre manceuvre,
nous formerons notre ordre de bataille et nous arriverons sur lui tous & la
fois : chacun de nos vaisseaux combat celui qui lui correspond dans la ligne
ennemie et ne doit pas hésiter 3 'aborder si la circonstance lui est favorable.
—Tout capitaine qui ne serait pas dans le feu, ne serait pas a son poste, et
un signal pour I'y rappeler serait une tiche déshonorante pour lui. Les
frégates doivent egalement prendre part & I'action ; je n’en ai pas besoin pour
les signaux ; elles doivent choisir le point ol leur co-opération peut étre
avantageuse, E;);lr décider la défaite d’un vaisseau ennemi, ou pour soutenir
un vaisseau cais trop vivement pressé, et lui donner le secours de la:
remorque ou tout autre qui lui serait nécessaire.—Victoires et Conquétes.
tome xvi., p. 109,

No. 4. Seep. 13.

L’amiral Calder, avec des forces inférieures, rencontre les flottes espagnole
et francaise combinées ; il engage, en les poursuivant, une affaire d’avant-
garde et prend deux vaisseaux. Il est mit en jugement et censuré ; parce
gc’on sup) qu’en renouvelant le combat, il pouvait obtenir un succes plus

isif. 8u’aurait-on fait de Calder, en Angleterre, 8'il elit commandé la
flotte la plus nombreuse, et perdu deux vaisseaux, en fuyant une affaire qui
devait présenter une si belle chance au savoir et la vai]{mce ? Qu’'aurait-on
fait des capitaines ?—Voyages dans la Grande Bretagne, par Dupin. Deux-
itme partie, tome ii., p. 17.

No. 5. See p. 20.

1°. I1n’a pas débarqué a la Martinique et & la Gaudeloupe le 67° régiment,
et les troupes que amiral Magon avait & bord. 2°. Il a exposé ces colonies
en ne renvoyant que par 3uatre frégates douze cents hommes de l'élite des
garnisons. 80, Il s'est mal comporté dans le combat du 23 juillet, en ne
réattaquant pas une escadre dégrée qui avait deux vaisseaux a la traine.
4°. Arrivé au Ferrol, il a laissé la mer & Pamiral Calder, quand il attendait
une escadre de cinq vaisseaux, et n’a point croisé devant le Ferrol jusqu’a
Farrivée de cette escadre. 5°. Il a été instruit que Pescadre voyait des vais-
seaux ennemis mener la frégate la Didon 2 la rémorque, et il n’a point fait
chasser ces vaisseaux pour dégager la frégate. 6°. Il est parti du Ferrol le
14 aofit, et au lieu de venir sur Brest, il s'est dirigé sur Cadiz, violant ainsi
ses instructions positives, 7°. Enfin, il asu que P'escadre de Lallemand devait
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venir & Vigo prendre des ordres et’il a appareillé du Ferrol sans donner de
nouveaux o a cet officier, lui ayant au contraire fait remettre des
instructions toutes opposées qui compromettaient cette escadre, puisqu’elle
.avait ordre de se rendre a Brest, tandis que lui Villeneuve allait a Cadix.—
Précis des Evénemens, tome xii., p. 84,

, No. 6, See p. 30.

L’ennemi ne se bornera pas a se former sur une ligne de bataille parallgle
3 1a nétre, et & venir nous livrer un combat d'artillerie, dont le succés appar-
tient souvent au plus habile, mais toujours au plus heureux ; il cherchera &
entourer notre arriére-garde, & nous traverser, et 3 porter sur ceux de nos
vaisseaux qu'il aurait désunis des pelotons des siens pour les envelopper et
les réduire. Dans ce cas, c’est bien plus de son courage et de son amour de
1a gloire qu'un capitaine-commandant doit prendre conseil que des signeaux
de Famiral qui, engagé Iui-méme dans le combat, et enveloppé dans la famée,
n’a peut-étre plus la facilité d’en faire. Rien ne doit nous étonner dans la
vue d'une escadre anglaise : leurs vaisseaux de 74 n’ont pas cinq cents hom-
mes a bord ; ils sont harassés par une croisiére de deux ans ; ils ne sont pas
plus brave que nous, et ont infiniment meoins de motifs pour se bien battre,
moins d’amour de la patrie. Tlssont habiles 3 la manceuvre. Dans un mois,
nous le serons autant qu’eux. Enfin, tout se réunit pour nous donner la con-
fiance des succts les plus glorieux et d’une, nouvelle ére pour la marine
impériale.—Victoires et Conquétes, tome xvi., p. 110.

No.7. See.p. 59

En un clin d'eil, les gaillards de ce vaisseau furent déserts ; les braves du
Redoutable voulurent s’y précipiter; mais la rentrée de deux vaisseaux y
mit obstacle. Afin d’y remédier, le capitaine Lucas donna lordre d’amener
1a grande vergue de son vaissean, et d’en faire un gont pour passer & bord du
vaisseau ennemi. Dans ¢e moment, le vaisseau a trois ponts le Téméraire
aborda le Redoutable du c6té op au Victory, en lui lichant toute sa
bordée. L’effet de cette bordée fut terrible sur Péquipage du Redoutable,
rassemblé alors tout entier sur les gaillards et les passavans: prés de 200
hommes furent mis hors de combat ; le brave capitaine Lucas, quoique blessé,
demeura sur le pont, . L’arrivée du Téméraire ranimant le courage de.l'équi-
page du Victory, le feu recommenga a bord de ce vaisseau, qui le eessa ensui
Ppresque entitrement pour se dégager, d’avec le vaisseau frangais.”— Pictoires
et Conguéies, tome xvi, p. 174,
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No. 8. See p. 83.3
Course and site of the ball as ascertained since death.

The ball struck the fore part of his lordship’s epaulette ; and entered the
Teft shoulder immediately before tht;frocwsus acromion scapule, which it
sliglitly fractured, It then descended obliquely into the thorax, fracturing
the second and third ribs; and after penetrating the left lobe of the lungs,
and dividing in its passage a large branch of the pulmonary artery it entered
the left side of the spine between the sixth ans seventh dorsal vertebree,
fractured the left transverse process of the sixth dorsal vertebra, wounded the
medulla spinalis, and fracturing the right transverse process of the seventh
vertebra, made its way from the right side of the spine, directing its course
through the muscles of the back ; and lodged therein, about two inches below
the inferior angle of the right scapula. On removing the ball, a portion of
the gold lace and pad of the epaui)ecte, together with a small piece of his
lordship’s coat, was found firmly attached to it.

W. BearTY.

. No. 9. See p. 86.

“ Nelson doit étre cité comme le modéle des amiraux, par le soin extréme,
3u’il apportait & Fénétrer tous ses généraux et tous ses capitaines, de I'esprit
-des attaques qu’il se proposait d’entreprendre. Il leur developpait son plan
:\fénéral Popérations, les modifications que le temps ou les manceuvres de

‘ennemi pourraient le forcer d’apporter & sa détermination primitive. Des
qu’une fois il avait bien expliqué son systtme aux commandans généraux et
supérieurs de son armée, il se reposait sur eux du soin d’agir suivant les cir-
constances, pour se porter au JOint le plus favorable & Pexécution de Penter-
prise ainsi concertée. Or, Nelson, qui put choisir les compagnons de sa
gloire, eut le talent et le bonheur de trouver des hommes dignes de ses le-
cons et de sa confiance ; ils apprirent dans l'action, & suppléer ce que n’avait
pu deviner sa prévoyance, et (E.ns le succds, a surpasser jusqu’a son espé-
rance.”-~-Dupin’s Poyages, &c. tome iv., p. 66.
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No. 10. Seep. 159. °

By the Honourable William Cornwallis,
Admiral of the White,
Commander-in-chief,
&e. &c. &c.
Channel Fleet.

Your Lordship is hereby required and directed, in the ship you command,

to proceed across the Bay of Biscay, with all expedition, to join Vice-Admiral
Sir Robert Calder, who was stationed (before the action) to look out for the
enemy from thir:y to forty leagues west of Cape Finisterre. Your Lordship
will be very careful to obtain intelligence of the Enemy’s squadrons, if either
of them should have put to sea from Rochfort or Ferrol, and to give the ear-
liest information, where you may from circumstances, believe them to be
bound : And if you shoul! fall in with a squadron of the Enemy’s ships, con~
tinue, if possible, in sight, until you can ascertain their route, and then push
on before them to make it known to me, or the officer commanding on that
station, to which they seem to point their course.

Your Lordship is to follow Vice-Admiral Sir Robert Calder’s orders if you
fall in with him ; otherwise you are to return and join me off Ushant, when
the water on board the ship you command gets low.

Inclosed * is a direction from the Vice-Admiral for any of his Majesty’s
ships which may be sent to look for him.

Given on board the Ville-de-Paris,
off Ushant, 29th July, 1805,
WiLLiaM CORNWALLIS.

To the Right Honourable
Lord William Fitz Roy,
Captain of his Majesty’s Ship Zolus,

*(Copy). Prince of Wales, 25th July, 1805,
at noon.

I shall part company with you this day, and make the best of my way to
the rendezvous oﬂP Cape Finisterre, with the hope of falling in with Lord
Nelson ; if upon not finding his Lordship there in a short time after my arri-
val, 1 shall then proceed in search of the combined Squadrons supposed to
be gone for Fen'og. ’

RoBerT CALDER.

To Captain Boyles, °
indsor Castle.
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No. 11 See p. 159.

( Secret.) Ville-de-Paris, off Ushant,
: 29th July, 1805.
My Lord,
- 1n addition to the Orders given you this morning, I now send you, having
this moment received it hy the Nile, Vice-admiral Sir Robert Calder’s Ren-
dezvous, No. 52,* on which he intends to cruise for a few days, and after-
wards to leave the Dragon there for a week.
. Your Lordship will therefore proceed, taking charge of the inclosed
despatch for the vice-admiral : But on your not falling in with, or getting
any information of him, or intelligence of the enemy, you are, at the expira-
tion of seven days, to rejoin me, after looking out for him.
T have the honour to be,
Your Lordship’s obedient servant,
Wn. CorNWALLIS.

To the Right Honourable
Lord William Fitz Roy,
Captain of his Majesty’s Ship ZEolus.

~

* Cape Finisterre 8. E. thirty-eight leagues.
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No. 12. Seep. 184.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, doubled and sheathed, &e.

Ly o d
braces.

Gun-ship
Formidable.... } From top of the side down $o eight strakes
oncon under the wale...... Braced.
Prince Ge°"3°'" e Ditte.
80 Ceesar.. """medmodowntomstnkuundotdle .
Gibraltar wale Ditto.
*********From lower sill of upperdeck ports to between
the floor and first futtock-heads............ «. Ditto.
[ Pompée......... §{ From top of side down to eight strakes under
Audacious... the wale.coiuereecsereronencensene evessesesssseceas.s  Ditto..
Bellona........ ....From lower sill of upperdeck ports down to
keel...... Ditto.
Canada..........From ditto down to between the floor and first
futtock-heads... Ditto.
Captain. .........From top of side down to six strakes under the
74 wale..ocircnnen. Ditto.
1 Edgar........ «eeees From upper part of wales to keel.... weee  Ditto.
Ganges. ..Same as Gibraltar.
Majestic Main wales only.
Powerful.........From lower sill of gundeck ports............ . Ditto.
Resolution ....... From upper part of wales to first futtock-
heads, < Ditto.
Thunderer........ ® Ditto.
LZealous. ..... eeees. From lower sill of deck to keel..........u..... 3 i Ditto.
Africa.ceeeeeeesess With 8-inch deal from ports to first futtock-
heads and thence to keel with inch stuff.
Belliqueux.......As low as first futtock-heads with 8-inch
64 stuff.
Dictator...........Same as Africa.
Nassau............Wlth 2-inch stuff from gundeck ports to keel.
Stately. eseseenseeSame as Belliqueux, .
Slbylle essssseeses On bottom, with 14 inch stuff.
88 Vu-glme.... ..... .. With fir 1} inch thick, from wales downwards.
Thetis....ceccc....From ports to keel with 3-inch deal. -
; Unité...cueeen «see.On bottom with inch board.
Thalia....cueeseee. With inch stufffrom second strake helow floor-
heads to keel.

Also six 12 and 9 pounder frigates and one store-ship.
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‘No. 18.

367

See p. 184.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to ‘the French navy,
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the
year 1805,

Name.

Gun-ship

¥ 80

5
742

2!

74<

,

L(0)

Il? Formldable.....................
) Duguay-
Mont- lanc

»  SCIPION «ieseessecseccsnccncacse

scsscssscssoves

eecssssscsseseccse

Indomptable «eeeeesesseceeenes

Bucentaure, £6C.cescerececsscss
Achille ...iceeeenneccenanncnnee
Aigle cciererenninecresnneneses
Algésiras, recueeccerenes
Berwick

LT YT TYYYYYY Y

SWILBUTE cerersesesseseensannenee

Gun-frig.

40<

38

r

-

v ALAIADLE everrensenseresnnnaas
(Z) Didon cuuverurerensenersasenens
» Villede-Milan .e.corereeeenn.

ses LIDZE cevcrnecerercsssercrsoccone

(H) Cleopatra .coeesssessseesonnns

C
(G) PSyChé no."t"ouououu-ong

Captured, Februa
Caﬁtured, December 24, by the

How, when, and where lost.

Captured November 8, by a Bri-

tish squadron under Sir Richard

John Strachan.

Wrecked, October 24 or 25, off

Rota, near Cadiz.

[ Captured October 21, at the bat-

tle of Trafalgar. The Achille
was accidentally burnt before
possession could be taken ; and
the Bucentaure and A

were recaptured, but the fo rmer
was wrecked immediately after-
wards. The remainder of the
prizes, except the Swiftsure,
were lost or festroyed

Wrecked, December, near the

Cape of Good Hope.

Captured, August 10, by the Phee-

nix frigate, off Cape inisterre.
23, by the
eander 50, Halifax station.

tienne
Rochefort.

and Lou'e, off

Recaptured with Ville-de-Milan.
aﬁtured, February

14, by the
ritish ¢ frigate San-Florenzo,
East Indies,

No Dutch vessel of war above a gun-brig taken in 1805.
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No. 14. See p. 184.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Spanish navy
- captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the
year 1805.

Name. How, when, and where lost,

— —

Gun-ship

- 74 (N) Firme eecccocnececencrncccnns Calder, off Cape Fimisterre.

130 ... Santisima-Trinidad ......
112 ... Santa-Ana, 7¢C. ceeseccences e
100 ... Rayo ....... cessscssncsncesss | Captured, October 21, at the battle of

80 g eee Argonauta ...eeeceeerecsssensane lgar. Santa-Ana and Neptuno
<« Neptuno, rec....cecoceuueunee. { recaptured ; Rayo (captured 24th)

wee Bahama .eeeceecececcscesecee wrecked ; and tisima-Trinidad,

... Monarca ....cccceenereeceeess | Monarca, and San-Augustin, de-
74 9 ... San-Augustin....ccceeeeeees | stroyed by the British.

(N)San-Ildefonso «ececeeenrannee

s San-Juan Nepomuceno ...

No. 15. See p. 184.

An abstract of French and Spanish ships of the line and frigates, captured
(not reckoning those recaptured immediately afterwards), &c., during the
year 1805. .

' ’ Total  Total

Lost through Lost through lostto added

the enemy. accident. the to the
A A — F.&8. British

r v F
Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. navies. Davy.

—_— — —

Fr. 12 .

. - - . 185
Ships of the line { Sp. 10 ... A T ER-
Frigates.eve Fr. 5 o S S

caln—n—u—-l

Totalieeevssaconesseas2? .. e e 30 14

80 EK) San-Rafaél ..................gCaptured, July 22, by Sir Robert’
]
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. No. 16. See p. 184.

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the British navy, captured,
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1805.

Name. Commander. _ How, when, and where lost.

Gun.shi|

54 (§) Calcutta.... Danel Woodrifh.... § Captured, Sept. 26, by a French

squadron, near Sc1
Wrecked, January 7, m a gale

44 (V) Sheerness...Lord George Stuart..q  off Trincomalée bay, Ceylon :

crew saved.
Gun-frig. Captured, July 19, by a French
(C') Blanche......Zachary Mudge ........ rigate, two corvettes, and a
36 brig, West Indies.

» Doris..........Patrick Campbell ..... rock in Qulberon bay : crew
Captured, Feb. 17, by the Ville-
de-Milan French frig. off the
coast of North America.
Captured, Feb. 4, by the French
rigates Hortense and Incor-
ruptible, Mediterranean.
Captured, May 12, by the French
frigates Hortense and Her-
mione, near Martinique.

. Foundered, in May or June, in
(S) Hawke .......James Tippet ....eeuee { the Channel : crew perished.

32 (H) Cleopatra...Sir R. Laurie, Bart...

p-slp.
(Q) Arrow........Rich. Budd Vincent..

Gun-sh, slp,
(R) Cyane wesens Hon. Geo. Cadogan..

-t
|
3Wrecked Jan. 21, on a sunken
i
{
|
z

18 Foundered, March 1, on passage
w Imogine.....Henry Vaughan .....d from Leeward islands: crew
o saved.
. Foundered, in October, near Ja-
» Orquizo.......Charles Balderson .. g maica : 95 of crew perished.

Wrecked, May, on the Carys-
(7) Fly..............Pownoll B. Pellew... fort reef gulf of Florida : crew
16 saved.

Ranger........Charles Coote........... § Captured, J“ly 17, by the Roche-
»o - ort squadron.

[ Wreck Julg 11, on the Splinter-

14 (X) Orestes ......Thomas Brown ........ sa.ud, Dunkerque road : crew
: saved
G. b. slp. Wrecked January 29, in Cadiz.
(Y) Raven .......William Layman.....{ bay: crew, except two men,
18 ' saved.

Foundered, exact date unknown =
(Z) Seagull......Henry Burke ....cecueee crew perished,

bb (d) Acheron....Arthur Farqubar..... Captured with the Arrow.

VOL. 1IV. 2B
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No. 18—continued.

Name, Oommmder How, when, and where lost.

——

Wrecked, November 10, near
Calais : crew saved.
Wrecked, February, off Dieppe :
crew saved, but made pri-
soners.
Captured, Aug., by five French
Wgun-bglgso St.-Malo.
recked, November 18, near
» Woodlark .....Thomas Innes...... 3 "o/ 'y alery : crew saved.

g
3
g
Gua-sch. {Wrecked August, in St.-Au-
i
3

(h) Biter ...oveeneesGeo. T. Wingate...

Bouncer .......Samuel Bassan.....

Plumper ......James H. Garrety..
Teazer ..ee..... Geo. Lewis Kerr...

14 (i) Pigmy eeere... William Smith ..... bin's bay, Jersey : crew saved.
Founder March, near Ja-
maica : crew saved
Rtured August 5, by the
ochefort squadron
Wrecked, October 2, on the
Jordan quay, Cuba: crew
saved, but made prisoners.
Wrecked, ‘December, off the
Texel : crew saved, but made
prisoners.

10 (1) Redbridge...,..J. Blower Gibbs...
6 (n) Dove ....cssor. Alexander Boyack

(o) Barracouta.....J. Orchard ........

» Pigeon ........John Luckraft......

ABSTRACT.
Jost through Lost through
the enemy. accident,

I_-‘A \ r —A N
Capt. Dest. Wrecked, Foundered. Burnt. Total.

Ships of the line uececesesecnsesicses soe - o0 ooe ver e
,» under the line..uieeceeiceee 10 ot 11 5 26

—_— e — —_— —

Total ceeveeeeen 10 e 11 5 o 26
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No. 17. Seep. 184.

For the pay and maintenance of 91,000 seamen and
29,000 marines « « ¢ + ¢ .« ¢ o o o . .

,,thewearandteaxofships,&c. e e e e e e e

» the ordinary expenses of the navy, including half-pay
to sea and marine officers ; also the expense of sea-
ordnance . . . . . 4 4 s o+ e 4o ..

,» additional pay to officers and seamen between May 1
and December81 . . . . .

» such measures as the exigency of affairs may require
for Great Britain and for Ireland . . . e e

”» the extraordmana, 1nc1udmg the building and re-
pairing of ships, and other extra work . . . .

» the expense of the transport-service, and the main-
tenance of prisoners of war, in health and sickness .

» Hospitals forseamen . . + . . . . . . .

£
5,850,000

4,680,000

371

s d.
00

00

1,435,353 12 11

193,158

3,000,000

1,980,830

1,695,000
30,000

2 4

00

0

Total supplies granted for the sea-service . . £18,864,341 15 8

No. 18. See p. 206.

Vérone, le 16 Juin, 1805.

Monsieur Decrés, M. Jérome Bonaparte ne peut étre capitaine de vaisseau ;
ce serait une innovation funeste que de lui permettre de prendre un grade lui-
méme. Dans ce sens, sa conduite est d’'une légereté sans exemple, et sa
justification n’a pas de sens. Non-seulement M. Jéréme n’a pas le droit de
nommer un enseigne lieutenant, mais je désavoue cette nomination :

-conduite est tout-a-fait ridicule. Quand il aurait eu un combat et qu’il
aurait pris un vaisseau anglaxs, il n’aurait pas le droit de donner un grade,

mais seulement recomman
Evénemens, tome xi., p. 279.

cette

er ceux qui se seraient distingués,— Pricis des
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No. 19. See p. 278.

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the French navy,
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accldents.lly burnt, during the
year 1806.

Name. How, when, and where lost.

Destroyed, after an action, on

Gun.ship February 6, with a British
120 ... Impérial. . . . . . . squadron under Vice-admiral
72 ... Dioméde . « « « « .Y sirJ. T Duckworth, off the

road of Santo-Domingo, West
L Indies.
SOLRAlexa.ndre.......
)Brave . . . . . . . ¢ Captured by the same squadron.

» Jupiter . . ., . . ..
[ Destroyed, September 14, after
having been driven on shore
749 ... Impétueux . . . . . . .9 by two British 74s and a ffi-
1 gate, near Cape Henry, United
States of America.
[ Captured, March 13, byaBrmsh
((M)Marengo. . . . . . . .| squadron under Vice-admiral
Gun-frig. < Sir J. B. Warren, latitude
[ (Z) Belle-Poule. . . . . . .| 26° 16 north, longitude
[ 29° 25" west.

Captured, September 25, by a
British squadron under Com-
modore Sll’ Samuel Hood, off
Rochefort.

Captured, July 19, by the Bri-
tish frigate Blanche, off the
Faro islands.

404 iCaﬁmred, September 27, by a
i

s Armide . . . . . . . .
, Gloire . . . . . . . .
» Indefatigable . . . . .
» Minerve. . . . . . .

» Guerriére . . . . . . .

admiral Sir Thomas Louis,
latitude 47° 17’ north, longi-
tude 6° 52’ west.

Captured, July 18, by the Bri-
tish 74 Mars, off Rochefort.
Captured, March 4, by a British
squadron under Commodore
Sir H. Popham, Cape of Good

Hope.

ritish squadron under Rear-
» Présidente . . . . . ., .

» Rhin. . ., . ., ., .

» Volontaire . . .-, . .
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No. 20. See p. 278.

A list of ships of the line and frigates, late belonging to the Dutch m;vy,
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the
year 1806.

Name, How, when, and where lost.
Gun-ship -
.Bato . . ... ... .. (Destroyed, January 9, by the Dutch,
at the surrender of the Cape of
64 Good Hope.
. Wrecked, May 28, in the East
wTerrible . . ... ... Indies.
Gun-frig., o
[ Captured, October 18, by the British

frigate Caroline, in Batavia road,
East Indies.

Captured, July 26, with other vessels,
by the British frigate Greyhound,
and brig-sloop Harrier, East Indies.

Destroyed, November 28, on being

Pheenix attacked by a British squadron

e vmee T under Rear-admiral Sir Edward

Pellew, Bart., in Batavia road.

(G) Maria-Riggersbergen

god » Palls . ... ....

.

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the Spanish navy,
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or acciﬁentally burnt, during the
year 18086.

Name. How, when, and where lost.

Gun.brig
Captured, August 23, by the British
84 (D)Pomona . . . . . Crigates Arethusa and Anson, off
- uba. .

An abstract of French, Dutch, and Spanish ships of the line and frigates
captured, &c. during the year 1806.

.

Total Total
Lost through | Lost through
the enemnyx. u:clden:g u}otfe :: 2;:
—A—r —- ~ F.D.&S. British
Capt. Dest, Wrecked.Foundered.Burnt. navies. navy.
Ships of the line . { Du. . 1 i ' 2 *
Fr. 9 .. .o . .o 9 9
Frigates . . . . .< Du. 2 1 e . .. s 1
Sp. 1 . .o . .- 1 1
Total. . . . 16 5 1 .o .o 22 15
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No. 21. See p. 278,

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the British navy, captured,
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the year 1806.

Name. Cmnmnndu . How, when, and where lost.

Foundered, April 12, off the
Western islands, on passage
from Jamaica: crew, except

three, saved.

: {
Wrecked, October 27, on the
64 (P) Athénien,... Robert Raynsford......{ rocks, called Esquerques, near
{(

74 (M) Brave,.....Edmond Boger........

Tunis : captain and 396 of
crew perished.

Captured, October 12, after
getting on shore in action, in
the bay of Erqui, coast of

Gun-p. ship

(N)Constance,Alex. S. Burrowes...

oundered, on from
West Indiesto m : cTew
perished.
Caﬁ)tured, January 6, off Cape
e Verd Islands,bya French
squadron.

»s Heureuz .....John Morrison........ .

G. -hslp
18 (R) Favourite, John Davie...eeesaens

Foundered, on passage to Bar-
badoes, with all the crew.

Wrecked, September 5, on
Heneaga, one of the Bahama
islands: crew saved.

Foundered, on Jamaica station,
with all the crew.

Foundered,by uf; etting, Febru-
ary, oft the

(7) Martin... Thomas Prowse.....u....
169 , Wolf......George C. M‘Kenzie...
(U) Serpent...John Waller ...ccverenes

Gun-brig
14 (f) Seaforth...George Steel....cracrese
station: crew, except two

i “perished.
Captured, December 9, near
{ breva.l where she was
driven ashore,
Foundened, December, in a
{ cruise off Havre: crew pe-
rished.
Captured, January, by some
{ utch gun-boats, in the ri-
ver Ems.
{ Foundered, on Jamaica station :

{g) Adder.....Molyneux Shuldham.....
124 ,, Clinker...John Salmon....ccesseess

» Manley...Martin Whitemme.se.se.

10 (h) Papillon..William WoolSey.ousvere.
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No. 21—continued.
Name. Commander. How, when, and where lost.
Gun-sch. o Wrecked, November 4, on the
12 (k) Redbridge, Edward Burte.iceeessecs Proe\ai.dence station : crew
sav

Captured, October, 18, by the
(1) Tobago....(name unknown).........{ néral-Ernouf French pri-
vateer, near Gaudaloupe.
Captured, February 23, by a
French privateer, on the
Leeward lsland station.
Wrecked, exact date unknown,
{ on the coast of Florida.
Captured, August 12, at the
{ recapture of Buenos Ayres.
Captured, date unknown.
Foundered,exact date unknown,
off Demerary: crew saved.
{ Burnt, by accident, in August

10< ,, Unique....George R. Brand.........

» Zenobia...(name unknown;).........

6 § (n) Belen......James Groves...ceeeesses
,» Dominica...Robert Peter...cccvveese.
4 (o) Berbice.....James George Gooding

T.S. (q) Dover......(in ordinary).c..esceaeee

off Woolwich.
ABSTRACT.
through Lost thro
lt?éenemy. aecijef‘tl.gh

Capt. Dest.  Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Total.

Ships of the line...... cossetesases sen ovee 1 1 2

» under the lme............ 8 . b} 7 1 19

Total.cceeeree 8 e 4 8 1 21

No. 22. See p. 280.

For the pay and maintenance of 91,000 seamen and £ s 4
29,000 marines, for one lunar month from January
1, and for 98,600 seamen, and 31,400 marines, from
January 28.cecnee e eonene ~eees 6,837,500 0 O

» the wear and tear “of ships, &c 5,070,000 0 O

» the ordinary expenses of the navy, mc]udmg  half-
pay to sea and marine officers; also the expense of )
$€a~0rdnance...ceeeee eesees 1,557,984 9 8

» the extraordinaries; including the building and re-
pairing of ships, and other extra Work eecceceeecceese 2,184,908 0 0
» the expense of the transport-service, and maintenance

of prisoners of war in health and sickness at home
and abroad.....cceeeeneee 2,000,000 0 0

» sick and wounded seamen . 860,000 0 0

Total supplies granted for the sea-service ...£17,400,387 9 3
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ANNUAL ABSTRACTS.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 14.

* Teak-built Indiamen. )

® The Salsette (named Pitt for a short time, then restored to her former
name), built of teak at the East-India Company’s yard at Bombay.

¢ Teak-built; had been an Indiaman.

¢ The same.

* The Bermudaand Indian; built at the island of Bermuda, of the pencil-
cedar. See vol. ii., p. 396, note S¢.

f Built at Bermuda, also of cedar. These vessels averaged 111 tons, and
were a slight improvement upon those built at the same island in the pre-
ceding year, and remarked upon at vol. iii., p. 876, note i.

s Number of hired vessels about 94.

NOTES TO ABSTRACT No. 15.

* The Clyde; built of fir, after the fir-frigate of the same name launched
in 1796. See vol. ii., p. 393, note 4*.

* The Alexandria, of fir also, and the last-built frigate of this class.

° A new class ; resembling in size and construction the British-built of the
K class, but registered as “ 22-gun ships,” and too generally called so, to_be
otherwise classed in these Abstracts. The first establishment of the class
was 22 long nines on the main deck, and eight 24-pounder carronades on the
quarterdeck and forecastle ; but before any of the ships were launched, the
establishment was altered to twenty-two 82-pounder carronades, eight 18-

under carronades, and two long sixes, total 32 guns. The Comus :

aurel, it is believed, were the only ships armed according to the original
plan, and the first was afterwards allowedp:.wo additional long sixes for her
forecastle. Of all the classes in the British navy, the 22-gun cﬁss exhibits the
greatest difference between the rated and the mounted force of its ships.

4 In the year 1805, 18 more of these miserable “ men of war” were ordered
to be built ; six of them at Bermuda, the remainder in ports of England. See
vol. iii., p. 876.

¢ Number of hired vessels about 80.

THE END OF VOL. 1V,

WHITING, BEAUFORT HOUSK, STRAND.



Abstract.

GrAND Built. b | Converted u?ld'to To&n
TOTAL. ly{:"xg;' Me;ﬂ:;k '3.&’2." pieceee?&c. Decrease.
—

No. | Tons. ||No| Tons. |No '1‘01, No| Tons. |No| Tons. |[No| Tons.

§ 3 T74]||eee] oo fooe] ou
11 2851
g 2 4855
2| 4575 :
5 | 10782
2 4554 1| 2276
8 6363
11 | 21470
11 | 23759 ((cee] oo [oos] oot
14 | 26740|| 1| 1929
22| 41055|[.] veo feo] eee |} ... | 1| 1908 | 1} 1903
82 | 55530|| 1| 1745 |eee] cea
44 | 71580([vee] wee fooo| wee |l oo | 2] 8255 | 2| 8255
86 | 49782|cee] oee  Joeo] eoe leed]  oee 1| 1870 | 1} 1870
2 2511

190 1383598 8| 5950 [oes] oo || ... | 4] 6528 | 4] 6528
21 2682[cc.] s Joro] wee
voo | wne ool wie o] eed® o] eee feuo] oo 1] 1176

8474|l...] eue oo weei foo] oo | 1] 1183 | 1} 1188

16 | 17111 |eee] wee oo oee. foodd oo | 1] 1068 | 1] 1068
| 2| 1823
2] 1974||ce] v o] ooet6 foe] wee o] oo | 1| 906
6| 8304
1| 1277
]
20 |

. _— -






