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LIFE

or

CHARLES JAMES NAPIER.

FOURTEENTH EPOCH.

SECOND PERIOD.

THE Governor of Scinde now hoped to push the country
rapidly forward to prosperity, but a terrible enemy inter-
posed: pestilence suddenly blighted the growth of civilization.
It came with sweeping force, striking down the collectors
and their subordinates and paralyzing the whole action of
the executive. Revenue sunk, cultivation nearly ceased, the
public works were arrested for want of hands, and the troops
went down like corn before a driving blast: there was not a
bhundred men or officers able to stand in arms! The mor-
tality was not indeed great, but lassitude, and despondency
inexpressible, bowed mind and body, and suicides were fre-
quent, In this helpless state dangers arose on every side.
The mountain Belooch tribes, some of which had before
commenced marauding, suddenly became menacing; the
Punjaub troubles were augmenting on the frontier, and in
India the powerful state of Gwalior was openly provoking
war. The younger Talpoor princes, who had escaped cap-
tivity, were striving to excite the Beloochees of the plains
once more to battle; Ali Moorad's fidelity became suspected ;
VOL. 111, B
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and more positively than ever it was reported by spies that
the Affghans of Candahar were ready to bring back the Lion
and raise a religious war. OQutram was busy, proclaiming
that the Talpoor princes at large must succeed; and the
Bombay Times earnestly exhorted the mountaineers not
to miss the opportunity of attacking the troops while pros-
trated by sickness! The total loss of Scinde and the de-
struction of the army seemed at hand, was prognosticated at
Bombay, and would have happened but for the master spirit
at Kurrachee.

Although stricken himself by the strange disease when he
had but just recovered from previous illness, Charles Napier
acted with a power commensurate to the need. Displaying
clear views, and an imperious authority against those who
aimed at commotion whether internally or externally, he
menaced vengeance like the leader of a mighty host when
he had not a hundred men to sustain his lofty language !
This made the mountain tribes pause, for they rememhered
how, with a handful of men and when sickness had also
weakened his power he yet poured destruction down at
Meeanee. Nor could the T'alpoor princes stir the Sirdars of
the plains; they reverenced their gemerous conqueror too
much to be faithless, and the poorer Beloochees had already
perceived that the steady advantages of just government
were better than precarious government by the sword. Al
Moorad, if he had any sinister design, bowed in submission
at once, and the younger Talpoor princes, baffled in their
hopes, fled. Thus the new government of Scinde was with
astonishing vigour borne in safety through the crisis, and its
course to safety shall now be shewn, and by the man who
steered.

“ Sir George Arthur, Oct. 29th.—We are in a fearful way
at Hydrabad, and worse at Sukkur. The sickness is, I hear,
the same all over India. We do not lose many lives, which
is fortunate, but neither of those garrisons can relieve their
guards! A thousand men are sick in the entrenched camp
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at Hydrabad, and there are only native doctors; I have
sent them four, but cannot spare one more. The 28th
Regiment here cannot parade more than 44 men, and half
of those are convalescents! I trust a few weeks will im-
prove us or the whole force in Scinde will be helpless. The
country people are as ill as we are, no workman can_be had.
Can you send me medical men ? our’s are all ill ; Shikarpoor
has not one, and a hundred men are in hospital : sixteen
hundred are ill at Sukkur with only two doctors! Twa
thousand eight hundred are sick at Hydrabad, and only two
doctors able to work !

* “November 2nd.—The sickness is confined to the banks
of the river, say for ten miles on each side, and in all parts
where the inundation extended; but I do not hear that it
is in the hills. It is a heavy infliction upon us: the whole
army of the Indus is fairly floored.

¢ 8th.—I am impatient for the return of Dr. Fxtzgerald
from Sukkur, when we shall at last send the camel corps to
range the right bank of the Indus, where the robbers will
soon abound unless I prevent them; this should have been
done long since but for our being all down with sickness.
Doctor Wight writes, that in all his practice he never wit-
nessed such sickness : the natives are all floored, and in the
north of Scinde the collectors say the crops are abandoned :
the whole population has fever and numbers are dying,
which, thank God! our people are not doing. The robbers
are getting pretty bold on the right bank, but my pre-
parations are not yet developed, we are unable to move &
man owing to this terrible sickness.”

“ 12th.—The 28th are done up: getting better, but out
of 480 rank and file not one hundred can stand on parade,
. and not 50 could march! I have thought it good to ask
you to let the whole take a voyage as the 17th Regiment did
with good. effect: an idea has struck me that if you sent
them to Karah, where the papers say a force is to go, it
might make them useful and save them at the same time.

B2
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For I suppose as Karah is a small island it is healthy, and
these invalids could fight though unable to march. Out of
three cavalry regiments & hundred men only were able to
march to Ahmed Khan, a place I went to try as a sanitary
camp: it is nearly west of Hydrabad, and I have sent
Simpson there with what force he can move. This will also
shew the chaps in the hills that we are not all dead ! ”

In the midst of this distress the public works constantly
occupied his mind, for he foresaw and foretold the immense
importance of Scinde and Kurrachee for the advantage of
Bombay ; and he laboured in that view while the faction
there was striving by all means to thwart him.

“ The same, 16th.—You know Kurrachee was my hobby
long before I came to Scinde, and now that I know the
place I am more sanguine than ever. I am going to put in
force the Bombay custom-house regulations, for our inter-
course will be so intimate that the same rules should prevail
at both to facilitate mercantile affairs. The mole which I
have not only proposed but begun, confident that Lord
Ellenborough will sanction it, will enable troops stores and
merchandise to land with perfect ease, independent of tides:
and my hopes are that we shall be able to communicate with
Bombay all the year round. This is too nautical a question
for me to speak of, but I shall examine the bar well and find
out if we cannot cut it away: such things have been done I
suppose, and if not it is a reason the more for trying now.

“I think we shall easily cut a canal from this to Tattah
by the Gara Creek, and it is yet to be proved that we can-
not turn the course of the Indus into that creek and fix it
there. I have already, on a small scale, proved that we can
control this river and direct its course; and a branch
thrown off to the neighbourhood of this town would be of
much importance. Suez, Bombay, and Kurrachee, will hit
Calcutta hard before twenty years pass; but Bombay will
beat Kurrachee, and be the Liverpool if not the London of
India. Meantime I confine my ambition to the mole, and
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hope, if not to finish it, to leave it so that no man can
strangle my child: it is all I can do for Scinde I fear ere
my time closes. I have begun a stone bridge over the
Fullaillee near Hydrabad, which will bring the great eastern
road to Omercote, where India must take it up and carry it
on through the desert. I have directed Captain Baker to go
on with the canals between the Indus and the Narra; and
where the Narra breaks away from the Indus down through
Scinde even to Cutch, passing by Omercote. If we can turn
the water down to Omercote, we can probably, turn it into
the desert towards the east and so lighten the difficulties of
the road. '

“There are fine hills which I crossed on my march to
Emaum Ghur, they stretch along the Narra far south; no
map shews these hills, and all that great tract of country is
now desert ; but no desert by nature, for it is full of vege-
tation too luxuriant to be so destitute of water as is ima-
gined. I long to have Captain Baker's report on it; the job
on my hands was too dangerous for exploring when there, or
I would have halted a week on those hills and sent officers
in all directions: I am sure much of that country will be
found fertile, and not unhealthy for a hot climate. This
grand scheme of irrigation will I hope be well executed by
Baker, who was chosen by Lord Ellenborough especially,
and appears to me to enter well into the spirit of his work.
He is now making a road from Shikarpoor to Sukkur, which
I am anxious about in order to make that track an asylum
for those who are fugitives from the hill robber-tribes.
When a good road connects Shikarpoor with Victoria on
the Indus agriculture and commerce will increase. The
giving up Shikarpoor was the only part of Lord Ellen-
borough’s policy towards Scinde that I wished otherwise,
and now my schemes will go on there, and he seems eager
about them: but I am checked at every point by the want
of engineers, and by sickness; neither science nor labour
can be had, both being rather essential for public works!
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*“ Colonel Jervis, Engineer.—I expect to be a beggar for
your plan of a prison ere long. Can’t you persecute the
directors to execute your railway ? Rail-away till they do!
Scinde is their own, and will in a few years give them a
million sterling.

Hydrabad (= Agra.

The whole way to Omercote
is a billiard table.

Bombay capital of Indiall!

“Gen. Simpson, November 18th.—Nothing has been
done, or can be done at Sukkur for want of people.
Engineer and all the workmen sick : the land in its length
and breadth is an hospital !

“ Nusseer Khan.—Highness, I have received your letter
—an insolent reproach concocted for him at Bombay. “You
say truly, I did return to you your sword on the field of
battle, not because you had displayed any courage but that
T pitied your misfortune. I also promised to treat you with
the respect due to a conquered prince. You were so treated,
and in return have sent written statements to my govern-
ment filled with falsehoods egainst the army under my
command. Your highness well knows how you would have
been treated by an Asiatic conqueror, and how you were
treated by a British soldier. But your highness knows
more than this! You know that you and your family had,
in open durbar, expressed your intention to massacre my
army and to torture me had victory been on your side!
This causes no anger in my breast ; it is your mode of war-
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fare though it is not ours. But your false complaints
against myself and my comrades is a very different and far
worse matter. The first would have becn a harsh use of
victory, the last is a disgraceful return for more hdmane
condact : it causes me to request I may have no further
correspondence with one for whose character I do not feel
&ny respect.

© “Bombay governor in council, November 22nd. —
Honourable Sir. In forwarding the enclosed memorials
from the widows of Majors Teesdale and Jackson, for the
Honourable Court of Directors, few words are required from
me. The oconduct of Major Teesdale ere he fell was
glorious beyond that of any man I ever saw die; for an
instant I forgot the battle and looked at him with ad-
miration. I can say no more. Major Jackson also foll
gobly. I did not witness his death, but those who did
speak of his unflinching courage as héroic. -His regiment
was forced back, but with three brave havildars of the 12th,
he stood, and they were surrounded : the regiment quickly
rallied to their rescue, but those four bold soldiers were
slain ! Seven Beloochees died under the blows dealt by these
dourageous men ere they fell; of the seven, five were said to
‘have been killed by the hand of the powerful Major Jackson.
No man’s sword did more towards victory on that day.

“ General Simpson, November.—If you get hold of any
chap plundering your camels try what a flogging will do;
but hang the next and keep his body guarded a sufficient
time to hinder his people touching it: that will make the
exécution more effective. I am however inclined to think
flogging will have more effect than capital punishment :
they screw up. courage to meet death; but when Nusseed-
fate, takes a fancy to & cat-o’-nine-tails it becomes disagree-
able. From all I hear, a dozen lashes at most makes the
doctrine of the Prophet very little heeded, and fate is not
much trusted ever after. Now, if you give the first thief
eight, or even four dozen, I doubt whether Mahomet
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himself could bring him within five miles of your camp
afterwards.

“8ir H. Gough.—I can tell you as much about the sick-
ness as the doctors! Malaria has long been watched by me
in various countries, and I published, in 1825, a book called
‘ Memoir on the Roads of Cephalonia’ in which I devoted
a chapter to the subject. The cause of malaria is known
to be decayed vegetable matter. In a hot climate, whenever
ground is watered vegetation increases prodigiously; if the
water is cut off the sun kills the plants, and a mass of
putrid vegetable matter sends forth its vapour and produces
malaria. The quantity of bad air thus generated is in pro-
portion to the surface covered by the water, and the number
of people made ill is in the same proportion. The river
this year rose above its ordinary level. The result was a
vast surface of land covered by luxuriant vegetation—then
the waters receded, but before vegetation was affected again
rose, rendered it more luxuriant, and again receded. A hot
sun soon destroyed the plants and the land was covered
with sickly exhalations: that this should be most pesti-
lential nearest the river is a natural result, because the vege-
tation there being longer supplied with water was thickest.
This is a result in every part of the world where water and
a8 hot sun are at work; and whenever the Indus rises
unusually the autumn will be sickly in proportion. I think
it would be good to erect barracks at Omercote for the
troops to retire to for two months every year, as malaria is
not likely to enter the desert.

“ General Lumley's letter asks, what measures the me-
dical men recommend to prevent a recurrence ! Nothing in
the power of government can prevent it; while the Indus
overflows its banks and rain falls malaria will prevail in
Scinde. But it may be diminished. By cultivation which
will substitute crops for decayed vegetable matter. By
filling up all hollows containing stagnant water. Where
that cannot be done without inconvenience to the inhabi-
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tants, by turning the ponds into tanks with sides of ma-
sonry. By building good barracks, especially for the
Europeans. The stench of a low bad barrack is in the
morning horrible. No European barracks should be less than
thirty feet high ; the number of men should be painted on the
doors, and officers in command held responsible for this
being observed. The heat of this country is tremendous,
and if men have not thick walls and lofty rooms sickness
is inevitable. Such barracks are expensive no doubt: so
are sick soldiers; so are dead soldiers. But the difference
of these expences is, that the first is once and done with;
the second goes on increasing like compound interest, and
quickly outstrips the capital.

“ 8ir Robert Sale.—On arriving at Sukkur you are to
take command of the troops there; and my plan is to have
as few detachments as possible, and those to be directly re-
ported to me if unforeseen circumstances demand that a
detachment should be sent out without waiting for orders.
The collectors are constantly wanting the assistance of
troops, which I never give them : they must apply to the
police for help, and if the police get thrashed I am sorry
for it. 'This of course applies only to the collection of
revenue: if an enemy comes upon us from without I have
no instructions to give, well aware that none are necessary
where you hold the command.

“ 8ir G. Arthur, December.—Much obliged for the ‘blue
book,” but have not had time to read a word. Lord Ellen-
borough tells me that Outram has ¢ obviously had great in-
Jluence. Now about the Sikhs. There are but two states in
which men can be honorably left alone, viz. a perfectly savage,
or rather wild state, where good sense directs them in a great
measure, like the North American Indians. Secondly where
much honesty and great happiness dwell. But the half-and-
half barbaric state, where splendour and riches and extreme
power are concentrated for the enjoyment of one, or a few
men ; and where, occasionally when he or they fall, a wild

B 8
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army bursts upon the country like a horrid pestilence. Such
a state is a public nuisance against which no frontier state
can provide securely otherwise than by seizing the mis-
governed land. Where might is right the most mighty
has the most right! I am therefore of opinion that the
Punjaub must soon be taken by us. At the same time I
do not see the same necessity there was in Scinde, because
we have a distinct frontier in the Sutlege; and as Lord E.
has been so atrociously attacked for his policy towards
Scinde, I think he will leave the Sikhs alone, if they will
let him alone. .

" “ As to Outram, the next subject in your letter, I am in
no controversy with him : it was to avoid that I cut short
our acquaintance. I assure you I bear Outram no ill will.
I am altogether disappointed in the judgment I formed of
his high feelings, and regret his going wrong, not even now
thinking he does it intentionally but misled by his extreme
vanity.

“This country is perfectly quiet and perfectly sick. I
sent some horse and foot under Simpson into the hills to
check the robbers, who were shewing their teeth; I also
wanted to try a high place, clear of the river miasma, and
having as I heard good air and good water. The robbers
have ever since been quiet; the water on the hills at Ahmed
Khan is excellent and plentiful, the air pure and cool. T ex-
pected improvement of health despite of a somewhat fatiguing
march, but hear that Simpson is himself ill. Medical men
tell me the Sepoys will recover from sickness, the Europeans
not. I am myself, I believe, amongst the few instances of
recovery, yet I feel the effoct on the springs. If the Sepoys
do not recover the army is disabled; for every man nearly
has been in hospital! My belief is that not a single man or
officer has escaped in any regiment at Sukkur and Hy-
drabad! Above seven thousand are now actually in hos-
pital. The poor inhabitants are much worse, and die like
rotten sheep : the very animals suffer ; eight hundred camels
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died in six weeks at Sukkur without apparent cause. I will
do all that is possible to diminish the force in Scinde when
the Punjaub is quiet ; till then we must be prepared for an
outbreak.

“ My camel corps will soon be camelized, and I expect
much from it in keeping the mountain tribes in order; and
from the Scinde horse also—especially if Lord E. will let
me form a second regiment,—indeed such service as will
enable me to give you many regiments. This epidemic has
baffled me in everything, but I shall now get on. I never
lose patience in such matters, though I do when things fail
from people not bestirring themselves ; and I see no reason
why we should be patient with those who from mere lazi-
ness won't work. Twenty of my police lately met sixty
plunderers under a celebrated chief; they fought and the
mountaineers were beaten. The police had two men
wounded and three or four horses killed, and say they
killed ten enemies, which is undoubtedly & lie; but I am
quite satisfied that they really fought and beat an enemy.
Poor Simpson is ill and has come back from Ahmed Khan.
I regret his having been obliged to do this as his march
had stopped the marauding ; if he could have staid a fort-
night longer the camel corps would have been out: now it
is to be feared that the hill chaps will gather pluck for awhile.

“Have you no conscience? What a question to ask
@ governor! No, to be sure I have not. Did you ever
know of a governor who had? He would, if discovered,
be stuffed and sent to the Museum! However so far as I
am personally concerned drying would be unnecessary,
Scinde has done that ; I feel like a mummy vivant, travelling
to see the difference between posterity and the times of
Sesostris! However, whatever I am, ‘ no conscience about
engineers troubles me.’ I send you my rough draft of a
letter to Lord Ellenborough ; it will shew you what I pro-
pose in the way of works, civil and military : it is an answer
to a letter of his, asking what has been done? The only
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thing dome, or doing, for the last five months, has been
drinking quinine. Not a man, engineer, cooly, or Biggaree
has been able to do more than walk to hospital. We want
a good lighthouse much. My nephews say, their father
got one for the Cape—I think from Marseilles, and upon a
new French principle. Waddington, my chief engineer,
seems to approve of it, and there is one invented at Madras
which he likes: that is—to one he has only ten thousand
objections, to the other ten thousand and a-half! I am
going to give him the report for comments that I may secure
having every possible objection.

December 13th.— Ali Moorad is growing saucy, and there
are sundry rumours which make me keep a sharp look-out.
I send you copy of my letter to Ali, and if he does any-
thing insulting, which is not unlikely, I shall attack him at
once. I send the sick Europeans by the ¢ Queen’ to save
time, which to them, poor fellows, is important. Dr. Wight
says about seven thousand Sepoys must go to Bombay.
This is a serious affair, because my rupture with Ali Moorad
would require all the men I could collect; and from Canda-
bar comes information that all the great jaghidars of Scinde
have written to Shere Mohamed, saying, if the Affghans
will come down they will rise to & man and make a religious
war in Scinde. It is also said Ali Moorad wrote that he
would join them, and that we were so sick that two thou-
sand men would finish us! This boast he will not find so
easy to fulfil. While these reports are so rife and the Pun-
jaub unsettled I cannot spare a man able to use a mus-
quet so much for suggestions, which have occurred to me
in thinking over my strength if such a term can be apphed
to the fearful state we are in.

“Ali Moorad, December 13th.—Highness. I have re-
ceived a communication from you which I cannot designate
other than disrespectful, if not insolent, to the British go-
vernment. To your letter this is the answer. Listen to it

_and be wise for I am your friend.
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“The governor-general has upheld you because you
have hitherto been faithful to your treaties. Officers have
been sent to mark, in union with your highness’s vakeels,
the limits of that territory which belongs to the British go-
vernment by right of conquest; and the limits of that
which belongs to your highness. I have sent a brave and
honourable officer to reside at your highness’s court. This
was done at the especial request of your highness. You
have by the power of the British troops been made great,
beyond the greatness of your forefathers ; beyond what your
most sanguine expectations could bave imagined! The
victory of Meeanee removed your rivals !

“ I hope you have not forgotten these things, but your
letter makes me think your highness has been ill advised.
Recollect, that under the grasp of the governor-general you
are like a sparrow in the talons of an eagle. As your friend
I give you this caution, lest the fate of your brother should
be that of your highness. The governor-general has set
two examples before you. The Nawab, Bhawal Khan of
Bhawalpoor, has received Subzulcote and Bhoongbarra as a
reward for his faithful adhérence to treaties. Roostum Khan
of Kyrpoor has been deposed because he broke faith with
the British government. But there is a third example,
better known to your highness. The Ameer Ali Moorad,
Khan, Talpoor, was one of many chiefs that ruled the
Kyrpoor territory ; he was faithful to his treaties and his
enemies were overthrown by Englishmen. He rules now
the Kyrpoor alone and uncontrolled !

*“ Ameer! I believe you to be a wise prince. For this
reason I have, so far, addressed you as a friend : I must now
speak to you as the British general! Remember Meeanee
and Hydrabad! I have now, not two but twenty thousand
soldiers under my orders. If your highness offers the
slightest insult to the British government I will consider
you as an enemy and your destruction will be inevitable.

 Captain Malet, December 13th.—1I press you into the
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service, for the time is ticklish. There is some queer work
going on secretly in Scinde. My mind never takes long to
make up in such ocases, and I see pretty clearly what these
gentlemen are about. Ali Moorad has written & saucy letter,
which I send you a copy of, and my answer, which I beg
of you to deliver into his own hands and make him read it.
1 am sure he has no desire to quarrel with us; but he
drinks and hunts, and is incapable of business, conse-
quently he falls into the hands of the chaps about him.
Now the way to deal with him is this. Having made him
read my letter to sober him, endeavour with all the tact you
are master of to press upon him the necessity of his taking
‘back Sheik Ali Hussein, his old vakeel. He may give the
sheik any fixed salary and take any precaution to hinder
his robbing him, as Ali says he did before : I dare say truly.
But Sheik Ali will keep him straight, and prevent my bom-
barding Dejee, which would be a sore affair for him. If
you can reconcile these two gentlemen the rest of your work
will be easy; for Sheik Ali will serve his master well in the
way he ought to be served, viz. keeping him true to his
treaty : he will then be safe. His territory will be very con-
venient for us to have, but it is necessary to be fair with
every man and I have given him clear warning and good
advice which you must impress upon him. If he refuses to
take it, he must try his prowess with us, for insult to the
British flag must not be submitted to.

“His letter is a false composition, and he seems as if
trying to pick a quarrel with us, in which case the sooner
we come to blows the better, because delay would give his
allies time to help him and would not strengthen us in any
material degree. However, you must do your best to pre-
vent & quarrel; men’s lives must not be lost without every
exertion being made to prevent it. I hope you will also be
able to get on with the work in hand, viz. the limits of ter-
ritory. The bringing this to a conclusion will bring on a
decided state ; Ali will then either be satisfied or quarrel.
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It will, I think, put his highness in a better humour, and
until Scinde is quite settled he is a very useful ally: still,
if he will not be quiet and resolves on war it would be no
harm to the Company to have his territory.”—At the time
this letter was written Outram and his faction were repre-
senting Sir C. Napier as the hoodwinked dupe and favourer
of Ali Moorad !

* General Simpson, December 15th.—1I have much to do.
Ali Moorad has written me a saucy letter ; at the same time
a raid has been made on our territory N.W. of Shikarpoor,
and reports are rife of a rising amongst the Beloochees.
Putting these things together there may be some work on
our hands yet, but I think, sick as we are, we can pay our
debts, with interest to boot. I suspect, if Ali Moorad defies
me, both you and Douglas will be set upon by the whole
country. You will be strong in your fortress of Hydrabad,
Douglas at Karrachee in his powerful brigade ; but both will
have to fight for it: this makes me eager to get you well.
Sale is at Sukknr with the 13th Regiment, at least he ought
to have arrived the 12th. Let these beggars come on! it
will make you a K.C.B. if they do! I shall go to Sukkur,
and leave you to keep the south—but they won't try a fair
fight! -
“The Khan of Khelat.—Highness. I have received
your letter and think that if Newaz made war on you, you
were right to take him and his lands! As to Futteh Khan,
I shall cause all proper inquiry to be made and deal with
him accordingly, and shall let you hear all that I do. As
to Rojan, you say it is yours; then keep it, the English do
not want to take what is yours. All we want is to prevent
plunderers finding harbour there, and you will, I hope, send
a trustworthy officer to keep that district free from robberies:
this is what I want, and this must be done either by your
highness or by me.

“ R. Napier.—I am at my ease about newspaper abuse,
having grown as callous as a buffalo’s horn. I did much for
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Outram, and bore all the odium cast upon me by the papers
about him. The Bombay Times is under Outram’s com-
mand, and from expressions peculiar to him I believe he
wrote the part about himself in Buist's book. I had the
means of ruining him as a soldier and a diplomatist, yet
kept them from Lord Ellenborough and the public rather
than injure him. I saved the army from a Cabool massacre:
had I made one error we were gone. I should probably
have been killed ; but if not, could hardly have managed a
retreat of so desperate a nature. We should I think have
fallen to a man, for as to surrender it mever entered my
head : the utmost I expected was to get our back to the
Indus and abide fate!

“ Now you shall know what no man has been told before.
My adjutant-general was badly wounded, we were all
crushed with the fight, with heat, and difficulties of all
kinds, and all around was danger; hence it was only a week
ago that a correct return of men engaged was obtained.
We had only seventeen hundred in action!/ not 2800
as I said when I took the last return in possession before
the battle as a guide. 'Including officers our force could
not have reached two thousand, and I have Belooch returns
of close upon twenty-six thousand warriors, signed by the
chiefs ; each stating his force, and they all try to reduce
their numbers to reduce the disgrace. But evidence, re-
ceived from the family of the Ameers, says there were
thirty-five thousand fighting men, which is what the best
of my spies reported at the time: this was a disparity of
force rarely surpassed. There were two chiefs not in the
Belooch returns, who had large tribes, numbers unknown,
so that we must have engaged the higher numbers men-
tioned.

“I did think highly of Outram's honour till I read his
letter to William ; then I saw all the cunning of which his
friends in India accuse him, and I now join them: yet he
certainly has the character also of honesty and openness,
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and T thought so of him, but will hold that opinion of no
man who says what Qutram said to me, and yet lets me be
tun down. I risked a great deal with Lord Ellenborough
to serve him who was a stranger to me, because he con-
vinced me he was ill used; but I have since found out that
he said things not strictly true. His conversations with
the Ameers were in no hands but his and mine; yet they
come out to Lord E., printed by the Secret Committee !
and my letter, explaining Roostum’s misconduct and false-
hood was burked, it has never appeared with the conversa-
tions! Outram’s vanity made him mad when I rejected all
his advice, after I had read him rightly, and this vanity
was increased by his friends’ praise, and their and his own
puffs. In this madness he tried to make out, and possibly,
believed that my advancing caused the war; and that, but
for my blundering and being a cat’s-paw for Lord Ellen-
borough, he, Outram, would with transcendent talent have
arranged all and convinced the world what a fool Lord E.
was and how ignorant I was.

“ This he thought due to his character as the ‘ ablest man
#n India ;' but that he had the -dishonourable intention of
deliberately injuring me I cannot yet believe. However
there is but one feeling amongst his comrades here, and at
Poonah, viz. ‘That it was lucky for me he was not in the
battle, or I should never have been allowed by him and the
Bombay Times to have had a share: Outram would have
done it all!! However one thing is to me plain. I sus-
pected it at the time, but having then a different opinion of
the man I cast it from me as ungenerous to condemn him,
even to myself. He asked me for a fourth part of the
European troops and two hundred Sepoys, to go and attack
a wood on the morning of the 17th February, and begged
of me to halt till the 18th. He believed they were not
good fighters, and that he should defeat them and shew the
world, that baving tried for peace, when Napier's blunder-
ing failed he had taken the lead in war and at once did the
work ! I am now convinced of this. He would have had
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a precious thrashing, which I saved him by refusing a single
European, and also refusing to halt.

“ From the 25th December to 24th March 1842-3, Lord
Ellenborough is not responsible for anything ; the military
movements after taking possession of Roree were exclusively
mine; and a8 Outram has asserted, and thus obviously
influenced people at home to believe, that my refusal to halt
taused two bloody battles, all between that and the 17th
February is of the highest importance to my honour. For
if from & desire to fight, or from waat of brains, I caused a
battle it is evident that I am not fit for any command. This
desire to fight also is not allowed to be a piece of sitnple
villainy, or stupid courage, but is attributed to a desire for
Prize-money ! One would imagine, that fools as men are, the
fighting thirty-six thousand men with less than two thousand
might lead to the thought that against such odds, not to be
beaten was all the most sanguine could hope! Because I
gaved the country from another Cabool slaughter I am
accused of acting from the vilest motives, one of which
every man who reflects must know never could have entered
my head. By accident I have the means of proving this, if
I could descend to give proof of the falsehood of such a con-
temptible accusation ; and as to the ‘headlong valour of the
ardent soldier, I should like to see the man who would
- attack ten for pleasure! ten who gave no quarter! Richard,
it is hard not to laugh at mankind when we see and hear
such nonsense. I must stop, being pressed for time and
'much pressed by business ; in eight days after last mail I
answered one hundred and thirty letters! many requiring
two and even three letters, to reply to questions asked : and
besides this I answer by head and mouth as many more.

““ Gen. W. Napier.—You ought to have a letter by every
mail. I hope no tricks are played at Bombay, but my con-
fidence is small in those chaps, and one is said to write
Outram’s puffs for him ; so I shall send my letters to you
under cover to my clothier.”—His letters were opened.

. .*“One of Lord Ellenborough’s sins is the having made
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Scinde a separate government. The Bombay people
intended to have all the patronage while they abused the
conquest. He gave the loaves and fishes to me, and I
gave them to the best men of the army, without paying
attention to & single recommendation from England or
Bombay. Stop! There is a Captain Townsend who was
recommended to me, and I forgot it, or by whom, till he
wrote to thank me! I had only got e high character of him,
and he, to his surprize, found himself a deputy collector.
Another, Mr. McGregor, nephew of Sir James was recom-
mended, but I told Sir James that it was the young man’s
own conduct, not his recommendation that got him the post
of Fort Major. All the others won their places at Meeanee
and Hydrabad : it was only fair that those who won the land
should have its fatness. But having served all who had
claims and were fit, I did in two instances serve my friends:
~Charles Curling had lived in Egypt three years, speaks
Arabic, and is & hard-working clever fellow : him I put in
the lowest class of inspectors, first telling Lord Ellen-
borough who he was, and asking leave. Young Byng, my
extra aide-de-camp, a Company's officer, was strongly re-
commended to Lord. Ellenborough. - These only have
been appointed from friendship, and Curling’s knowledge
of Egypt is very useful: he is already attempting to
get sugar-canes and other things that thrive in Egypt,
where he has many friends, the Pasha’s botanist amongst
them. o

“Ten men have been hanged for murder. It is a proper
point to fix on, to shew the people and the ohiefs that my
kindness and conciliation spring from no fear ; it would not
do to let their barbaric vanity gradually wipe away the terror
of the battles. All men have first a regular trial by the
magistrates ; it then comes to me, I read it over with the
Judge-advocate for civil affairs, an officer established for the
purpose by me. If we concur with the magistrates, the
sentence is confirmed and sentence executed, whether death
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or imprisonment. We have thus quieted the left bank of
the Indus and are beginning with the right, but as yet
nothing done, because out of fifteen thousand men twelve
thousand are sick: the gates of Hydrabad are fastened
because the guard cannot be relieved ! the prostration of
strength is fearful. If I can weather this season and keep
Scinde quiet; and if Lord Ellenborough does not require
me, I think to ask Lord Fitzroy about going back to
Poonah. The loss of income would be great, but a third
season here will be hard to stand.. It would be different
had I not suffered, but the doctors find that change of
climate only will perfectly recover even young men. How-
ever, live or die I will not flinch if really wanted here.
What you tell me of the officers who go home from this is
my real reward. The Company’s officers are a very fine set
of fellows. However, I expect to go down hill in their
opinion now that the excitement of war has passed and that
a rigid discipline. only resains ; for I pay no court to them
on this point and must take my chance: but they all know
how interested I am in the public welfare,

“R. Napier, December 21st.—I am strong again, which
is fortunate, as war is going on all around and rumours of
it here. I never look at a paper unless it concerns Scinde,
and only then to trace the colour of public feeling: my
whole thought and labour must be concentrated on my work.
The threat of a general rising demands serious attention, for
the Indian newspapers are callidy on the mountaineers to
come down on me, and those of the plains to rise while I
have 10,000 sick unable to stir! 'The natives have all the
papers translated, but, thank the stars, the Beloochees of the
plains being as sick as ourselves cannot rise if they would.
One is equally obliged to the editors; it will not be their
fault if our throats are n®t cut. The Bombay Times is
also trying to make my men mutiny: but all these kind
designs fail.

“ Gren. W, Napier.—I have sent you a sword, given to me
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by an artilleryman on the field of Meeanee just as the fight
was over ; it was then covered with blood, but whether of the
owner or our people is not known. The sword of Meer
Ghoolam Shak Talpoor, is written on it, and he and his
son are said to have fallen in the battle. There is also some
poetry, which my moonshee, Ali Acbar, thus translates.
O deposer of enemies and grand prophet! O, exhibitor of
miracles Moortez a Allee. Moortez was Mahomed’s son-
in-law. This is one of the finest blades taken. No golden-
hilted sword is worn except by the great chiefs. I have
another sword, bought at auction for we gave everything to
the prize-agents: it has a finer hilt than yours, but the
blades are equally fine. I was going to send it to you, but
it is likely to be more curious as mine than any one's else,
as it belonged to Moorad Ali Talpoor one of the Char Yar
or four brothers who conquered Scinde. He was the father
of Nusseer Khan, to whom the sword belonged, and he, as
you know, commanded at Meeanee above the other Ameers !
I gave him back his sword, but that was another weapon ;
80 in truth I have his sword after all : I suppose he did not
like to take his father's sword into danger. I took my
father's sword into battle.

“Your sword had no scabbard, the one with it I
bought; the real scabbard was all covered with pure gold,
and plundered of course. The hilts are iron, washed or
rather plated with gold, but the mountings of the scabbards
are pure gold, and the camp followers pinned them while the
fight was going on. Ali Acbar has Nadir Scha’s sword,
the hilt of iron. The Ameers offered him five thousand
rupees for it but he refused. All these fine swords have a
history, and I will endeavour to find out that of yours. I
am glad to have got it, as my having it adds to its history.
McPherson got one which belonged to the Persian kings,
with double waving edges. But the sword of all was the
sword of the Kalloras, a short straight sword, which we can
nowhere find: the Ameers probably hid it. All this country
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and the neighbouring countries firmly believe, that if drawn
in the presence of a camel the sight of it cuts him in two!
It is the sharpest and most highly eharmed sword ever
wielded by man.” Woe to him it strikes! Yet the Talpoor
took it from the Kallora and slew him with it!

“ With a well-greased conscience some pretty pickings of
rupees could be made here. Lord Ellenborough has allowed
me to settle all questions with the Nawab of Bhawalpeor,
the Khan of Khelat, and Meer Ali Moorad. From each of
these princes Clive would have extracted a lac of rupees, -
perhaps two lacs, for I have to give land and help to all
three. How long my cunscience will stand I do not know,
but as yet I have only taken a cock. Ali Moorad gave
it to me in the desert at Emaum Ghur, when we were all
very hungry, and with it four dozen of addled eggs, to
McPherson’s great indignation, as caterer. Apropos to Ali
Moorad. Mischief is brewing here. Ali has written im-
pertinently, and a foray has been made from the hills. Agha
Khan, the Persian prince, the veritable old assassin of the
mountains, lives with me and has a letter from Kandahar
saying, all the Scindian Belooch chiefs have assured the
Lion they are ready to rise in a religious war; that Al
Moorad has written the same, adding that our army is down
with fever and two thousand Affghans sent down would do
the job! Nevertheless I think to stop an outbreak. )

“ This is my plan. 1°. Put all my posts on their guard.
2°. Ali Moorad has a place of great height and strength,
called Dejee, and he will, I think, so'fear me as to go into
this fort, which is devilish high. If he quarrels I shall
attack it at once, because, if he resists there is & conspiracy
and to crush him in his celebrated fortress will strike terror,
and the rest will either break out prematurely or melt away.
8°. To insure success I have sent to Bombay for mortars,
and shall be able to rig out 16 eight-inch howitzers besides.
These shall be collected at Sukkur, three days’ march from
Dejee, and before his preparations can be made Dejee will
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get such a hammering as will astonish both the walls and
the folks inside !

“ ¢ When bickerings hot to high words got break out in
gamiorum.” I like to cool the flame by going at some
point these barbarians confide in and cannot escape from,
and Dejee is considered quite impregnable. However my
hope is to avoid war by decided language and ostentatious
preparation : wherefore the mortars shall go up the river
publicly, and I have set my spies to work. I do mnot feel
nervous but see all the danger. The Punjaub is up in
a row; the Gwalior territory also; and my friend the Lion
is at work in the hills. Ali Acbar, my Arabian moounshee,
who is as faithful as steel, tells me they are all in corre-
spondence he is sure, but are afraid of the Bahadoor Jung
as they call me, and will not venture a turn-out. If I
catch some ohief who has given his adhesion, in corre-
spondence with the enemy he shall hang from the highest
tower of Hydrabad. This would crush the whole thing, and
be just, because all the adhesions have been voluntary and
rewarded by the restoration of lands and dignities. I am
thought here to be too easy with them, but I am right,
certain that conciliation is better policy than violence; and
the first ehief who abuses my confidence shall find the
¢ differ:” it will have ten times the effect. The strong can
afford to be conciliating, and these people have had bloody
lessons as to our strength. However I have cause enough
for deep reflection on this and other matters. For my
Emmy lately run her horse at a leap, was thrown and laid
open her forchead. I was in the stable and saw her horse
come galloping in with an empty saddle! I jumped on and
soon found her safe, though hurt. I never had such a ride !
Had she been killed what would Scinde have been to me ?
How futile are all things of life, how little we lose by
death! I sometimes think it desirable, that I may see
nothing I love die.”

At this time John Kennedy adjured him to quit Scinde
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and save his life, the medical men being unanimous for the
necessity : this was the generous answer. “I am well and
strong again, and I must go through one more hot season,
live or die. It would not do to desert the coach at this
moment. These chaps are shewing signs of mischief, and I
must remain on the box till all is quiet, and then give the
reins to a suecessor. It would be hard for Lord Ellenbo-
rough to find a man able to take them now; they are indeed
gathered well up in my hand, but my means are so feeble
that & new man could hardly turn them to account before he
would find all in a mess. There are eight thousand men
sick in bed, unable to move; and the other eight thousand
have been sick and could not march ten miles. The Beloo-
chees, it is generally supposed, have a peculiar dread of the
Bahadoor Jung. This is a result of victory, and a great
moral power which another though a better man could not
have. I think I shall keep them straight; but I will never
leave Lord Ellenborough in the lurch as to Scinde. He is
& noble fellow: had he thwarted me the army in Scinde was
gone; he was too far off to have commanded it, and the
whole affair was too complicated to have been carried
through as I carried it through by any man tramelled with
orders. Lord Auckland and Outram would have made
another Affghan affair, do whatI would, and then half India
would have risen.

¢ My position is even ticklish now. An army floored by
an unheard-of sickness, Gwalior in the east, the Punjaub on
the north, in arms; and my own chaps between a growl and
a bite; the mountaineers on the west, not the far west but
the near west, like a band of robbers in ambush listening
for the wheels of an approaching carriage! It is not a bed
of roses. I would go to Sukkur now but am afraid of
another attack of fever which would play the devil with me :
and with public affairs also, or my own old carcass should
not stop me. You see how impossible it is for me to quit
Scinde with honour till next year, even if I pass the hot
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season, which I admit is doubtful. As to money, I do not
stay for that, T would give more than I shall ever make to
be out of it; but thousands of persons here are in more
danger than I am and I will sink or swim with them, poor
fellows !”

The cry raised by Outram about the patriarchal princes
was at this time made to resound in London, and Charles
Napier's brother, having written on the subject, received the
subjoined retrospect of his proceedings towards Roostum
Khan—that being the chief point of Outram’s attacks.

“ Richard Napier.—You will see by my official letters
that will appear, how Outram told me what a fine fellow
Ali Moorad was, how frank and open, and what a thorough
friend of ours, adhering to his treaty honestly, as indeed he
has done up to this time. I was then quite new to them all,
and one night, December lSth a secret message came to me
from old Roostum, saylng he was a prisoner with his family
which had forced him to act against the British, and he
begged of me to receive him into my camp as he was help-
less. I advised him to go to his brother Ali Moorad and .
remain with him, but offered him an escort and refuge in my
camp if he persisted in wishing to come. He did go to his
brother, and then would not even see me when I desired it.
1 really know not what I am found fault with for; he did
not take my advice, he took only part of it. Now if I advise
a man to take Seidlitz powders and he drinks only the acid
part, he has no right to say that I gave him a pain in the
stomach. This is what Roostum did. He went to Ali as
- advised, but neither remained with him as advised, nor came
to me as advised, but made over everything to his brother
and then fled from Dejes, pretending he had been forced to
the cession.

“ Now, why did not Roostum, if he was forced, meet me
and tell me? Oh! said Outram, he was afraid. Ali Moorad
made him think you were going to put him in prison. My
answer was. Why should he think so? there was no
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motive: but if he did fear it at Dejee he could not fear it
when I overtook him in the desert on my march to Emaum
Ghur, for I had force to seize him and his followers, and
instead of doing so sent you, his friend of four years, to
invite him to my tent. You, Outram, returned with his
son, and a message that he was so tired he could not come
himself! He could have no fear then, yet fled in the night.
To this poser Outram answered. Oh! Ali has bribed all
about him: this was nonsense, he had duped Outram.

“ After the fall of Emaum Ghur, Outram again found
him on the road to Kyrpoor, and he agreed to meet Outram
at Kyrpoor and there discuss the treaty, which would have
saved his possessions, but was again so tired that he advised
Outram to ride on and he would follow next day. Off went
the. dupe, and Roostum marched another way with seven
thousand men and two guans, which he had kept out of sight.
He went to a fort of his, 60 miles from Hydrabad, and held
it until Meeanee was fought. My conduct was all clear.
My object was to have one chief instead of a dozen to deal
with; and that dozen in the hands of an old fox, one Futteh
Mohamed Ghoree, a sworn enemy of the English and
working hard at the time to form a coalition of Beloochees,
Affghans and Sikhs, to fall on"us with two hundred thousand
men; I having then but seven thousand in all Scinde, and
those at Kurrachee five hundred miles from those at
Sukkur.

“ I wished the younger brother, Ali, to be minister to the
elder ; to be a mayor of the palace, the king being an old
imbecile, full of useless cunning and in the hands of a
knave and his own violent sons and nephews. When I
first heard Roostum had resigned the turban it disturbed
me, thinking it would produce war, and my advice to Ali
Moorad was not to accept it : he however said it had been
oceded in such a formal manner that he neither could nor
would give it back. Meanwhile reflection had convinced me
that it was best 8o, as a decided policy; for the old idiot was
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so cunning he would be constantly hampering Ali with us.
Nevertheless, thinking force might have been employed I
sought an interview with Roostum to ascertain the truth,
but he fled. Had he done so without resigning the turban
he could have used his power as Rais embarrassingly;
for the Mahometans think much of whoever holds the title.
Now, the more this question is discussed the better. I
advised Roostum to be guided by Ali, but never forced him
to do anything. I was very much afraid the old man might
be killed in the attack of Kyrpoor if his people defended
that place ; and I knew that would give a handle for abuse
from the infamous Indian press, than which the whole
world cannot produce a more rascally. Besides this I
pitied the old man, thinking him then a victim to his son,
who wanted to get the turban and for aught I knew might
kill him on purpose in the row! They are all capable of
such actions.

““ You will be glad to hear that Ali Moorad has been
bullied by me. Sir Jasper Nichols was here when my
letter to Ali went, and he and the Bombay folks all thought
Ali would be furious™ and not bear it; even Sir G. Arthur
thought so. I knew my man. Ali says, I am his ¢ fountain
of joy:’ that ‘his back was bent with the weight of my
displeasure: now his heart dances like sunbeams on the
waters of delight! My displeasure would have taken the
shape of twelve bomb shells tumbling every five minutes on
his bent back, and perhaps have prevented it ever becoming
straight again! He is a wild, drinking, hunting, zenana-
going youngster, 28 years old : but I have him in manacles;
and Scinde is, as Lieutenant —— writes me every week,
perfectly ‘quite.” I am ill, and it is strange but true as
gospel, that at the changes of the moon down we all go
in fever here! The wise men in England may laugh, but
no doctor here laughs: they pitoh in quinine at full and
new moon.” ‘
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His journal was now resumed.

“ December 26th.—This day year I marched from Roree:
how many events have since taken place! And now the
state of affairs is not pleasant. Strong rumours of insur-
rection are rife, but they cannot get me out of Scinde if my
posts are well provisioned and the sea open. As to Ali
Moorad it is said he is playing tricks, very probable: a
barbarian never takes a sound view. Ali is a bdon vivant by
nature, handsome and jovial : sensuality is in every line of
his face, and he will be led away by every clever or cunning
fellow about him. He thinks perhaps that he can get Scinde
for himself, because of the Gwalior and Punjaub troubles
and the Affghan menaces : he shall if he turns restive have
six feet by three of it. As for his fort, get the women out
and I would have no pity on the men but pitch shells in till
they cried enough! How easily, were I absolute, I could
conquer all these countries and make Kurrachee the capital.
With the Bombay soldiers of Meeanee and Hydrabad, I could
walk through all the lands. I would raise Belooch regi-
ments, pass the Bolan in a turban and spread rumours of a
dream and the Prophet : pleasant would be the banks of the
Helmond to the Bombay troops, and to a host of Maho-
metans, who will follow any conqueror. I have them now
as enemies, and so must deal with them, but the Affghans
cannot, I am sure, come through the Bolan.”

So ended the year of conquest. It was one of great
events, and the general’s simple notices of them, and the
facility with which he seemed by his own narrations to
overcome difficulties, might lead to an undervaluing judg-
ment, if the following summary of his labours did not stand
out in such bold relief.

He marched at the head of troops about a thousand
miles, more than two hundred being in the desart.

He won two great battles against sixty thousand enemies,
and by his skilful combinations dispersed twelve thousand
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more. In these actions he killed some ten thousand men
in fight, and made nine sovereign princes captives, driving
another into hopeless exile.

He took four great fortresses, repaired three and con-
structed one, and a large entrenched camp.

He received the submission of, and conciliated four hun-
dred chiefs, some of whom could bring twenty thousand men
into the field.

He arranged the military occupation of the country: no
slight matter in a country where there were few buildings,
and where a most pestiferous climate had to be encountered,
joined to the difficulty of ruling a conquered race and keep-
ing in awe innumerable hostile neighbouring tribes.

He established a civil government in all its branches,
social ‘financial and judicial, and organized a powerful
effective police, horse and foot, for the public security.

He examined in person the principal mouths of the Indus
with a view to commerce, commenced several important public
works, and planned others. And during the execution of
these things, though twice struck down by most formidable
diseases and reduced to the point of death, he conscien-
tiously read and reflected on every court-martial of his
military, and every serious criminal trial of his civil govern-
ment: and with a very extensive private correspondence,
conducted a public one which presents a mass of eight
hundred and fifty documents, many being long and pro-
foundly-reasoned memoirs upon war policy and govern-
ment, all of them original, pointed and serious, displaying
a mind that never sunk under labour. Truly this was not a
year of idleness.
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FOURTEENTH EPOCH.

THIRD PERIOD.

1

THE story of Scinde for 1844 commences thus.

“Journal, January lst.—Another year! The last has
been a glorious one for me so far as mundane glory is con-
cerned ; and yet, strange as it may appear, I daily forget all
about the battles unless brought to my mind by conversation,
or reading some mention of them : then ‘indeed there is a
gratification at having succeeded, but it is like the faint
smile whichk comes at times in the midst of sorrow. I try to
analyze my feelings and cannot, except an eagerness about
my battles like that excited by reading of others’ battles.
When I do think of them it appears to me that more credit
is given to me than has been deserved, so many things
spring from luck and so many faults in detail were com-
mitted. Most of the last resulted from want of bodily
strength however ; for I was weak and ill all the latter part

" of the campaign, and the great pain from my hurt hend, for
a fortnight before and in the battle, had greatly worn me
down. The pain was terrible, almost past bearing.

“ When in the fight I held my life as gone; for as to
escaping, all idea of that vanished when I saw the 22nd
giving way and was obliged to ride between the fires of two
lines not twenty yards apart. I expected death as much from
our men as from the enemy, and I was much singed by our
fire ; my whiskers twice or thrice so, and my face peppered
by fellows who, in their fear, fired high over all heads but
mine and nearly scattered my brains. In agony I rode, .
holding my reins with a broken hand and quite unequal to
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a gingle combat had a Beloochee picked me out, as one was
about to do when Marston slew him. Well, enough of all
this, my thoughts are on another world; this one is to me
one of pain and regrets, and suffering.

¢ January 12th.— My position becomes more critioal daily,
but gives me no apprehension: I am moving troops in all
lines, my columns thread the land in every direction and
bother the enemy; he cannot make it out, but I am gra-
dually reinforcing Sukkur end Shikarpoor. These move-
ments will suffice for next three weeks, when Sukkur will
be strong : but if the Sikhs cross the Hyphasis I shall go to
Sukkur with more troops, ready to make, if necessary, a
diversion for the army on the Sutlege. If I have any move-
able force to spare I think myself able to keep Mooltan in
check, and Master Sewan Mull shall find me very trouble-
some. The game is however very critical and dangerous,
_ but I think I can play it. Yet God knows! for of what are
we certain in war?

“ There are strange staries of great battles having been
fought and won at Gwalior. Four days have past, the air is
filled with rumours and the royal salute fired for victory!
Yet no one knows why. If we have done our work well in
the north all will be quiet; if it is enly a boggle we shall
have the devil to pay. Well! I am ‘ready aye ready!’

 January 15th.—A great battle, but no official intelli-
gence : there seems to be some mystery, or they may have
continued fighting after the first battle.. The loes seems to
be out of all proportion if our vague accounts are true. I
trust young Somerset is not killed.

¢ 16th,— Thirty-five years gone since my first general
action and here I am still in the field. "'How the wheels
whir]l round!

+ “ 17th.—A letter from the governor-general 4th January
six days after the battle, yet he does not allude to it: I
cannot understand this. Nor have we any public notifi-
cation. This is strange. Have he and Gough quarrelled ?
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We shell hear in time, but I hope the Sikhs have not
passed the Hyphasis in the meantime. The army may be
victorious yet crippled by the fight, which would be awk-
ward, as it would have far to march to meet the Sikhs,
and they would ravage the country unless there is force
enough there to meet them. The mountain hordes are, as I
expected, coming down to plunder, and I have sent the
camel corps, 400 men, now formed, along the right bank ;
they will put these roving lads to rout. There are now three
columns moving in various directions through Scinde; the
Beloochees cannot tell what it means, but I am gradually
accumulating a force at Sukkur, and if things turn out hot
my design is to attack Mooltan eventually. News of the
battle come, and a very sanguinary one; but judging from
the private accounts something was wrong; for there was
plenty of cavalry and artillery, both being wanted, yet neither
engaged : however private accounts are of no value.

“ 21st.—Strange that Lord Ellenborough writes to me,
yet scarcely refers to any battle. In one letter he says, ¢ We
have lost 900 killed and wounded, the latter are doing well,’
and this is all! I am very anxious to learn the effect of the
battle on the Sikhs. Will it hasten their passage of the
Hyphasis or retard it? If the first I shall go to Sukkur;
if the second remain here or at Hydrabad. I shall be strong
at Sukkur; my police are becoming everywhere effective
troops, owing to Brown Phayre and Baynes, and my camel
corps will be roving on the right bank of the Indus. If
Scinde should rise what am I to do? Hold the river and
the stations and hunt the enemy with small detachments: I
see nothing else. It will be murderous work I fear; and
Jjust when my hopes were so strong to make this the most
contented and happy part of India! Oh! how bitter will
be my disappointment if we have insurrection and bloodshed.
I have asked Lord E. to let me raise a Belooch corps; it
will absorb most of the unquiet spirits and make them good
subjects. Well, I must rest on my arms and bide events.
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‘Meanwhile I am carrying on my mole, roads and canals, at
great risk to myself, having received no authority as yet.
w is a good fellow but one of your slow people with
interminable objections. Well, patience! the commander of
an army needs a great share.

“ 22nd.—This month seems favourable for my fortune.
The Duke of Wellington has given me the 22nd Regiment,
which gratifies me more than all the grand crosses in the
world. The thanks of Parliament! Who cares for them ?
Not I. To be thanked or reprimanded by Parliament is
nothing to me. The thanks of Joe Hume par example,
after his Greck loan. I want no thanks from the place-
hunters who infest St. Stephens. I care indeed for Peel,
and the Duke of Wellington, and Roebuck, and half-a-dozen
fellows, having either ability or conscience, but not for the
mass congregated there. How hard it is I cannot tell them
so! and that I have the glorious 22nd Regiment and the
good opinion of my soldiers,

“ 28th.—My spies say the Affghans are bent upon coming
down on me: my belief is they will not, but I can meet fifty
thousand and half that number will never appear. The
Duke of Wellington has written me a note in his own hand,
using this expression, The two glorious battles of Mecanee
and Hydrabad. This is enough. He and my brother
William think well of my work and I care for no other
opinions. Sir Henry Bunbury, who is a right good military
authority, holds the same opinion : in fine, soldiers do me
Jjustice and fools may rave. Sir Robert Peel approves of
everything, so does Lord Ellenborough, and I will not sneak
out of his service by quitting Scinde while he can be saved :
nu ! not to save a dozen lives. . Why should I more than
other soldiers? Yes! some claim is mine. In three days
my service will be of fifty years! No soldier in India has
this service but myself, active service with many wounds;
this does give me a claim to rest: but what want I with
rest 2 Bah! talk of that when I am eighty. Yet the heat
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may give it me in a few months, and will too I suspect.
Well, rest! peace! heaven! What can we want more ?

“ Information just come from Nao Mull, that the Affghans
are really coming down on Shikarpoor. Don’t believe a
word of it. They cannot cross the desert there. If they
come in small bodies we gobble them up; if they keep in
large bodies they will perish for want of water. They attack
us! The Cabool affair must have made them more foolish
than the politicals : no, they will never screw up courage.
I wish they would, it would give peace to Scinde for a
hundred years!

“ 80th.—Much oriticism in the papers on Gough’s battles:
they would abuse the Almighty God if He came on earth.
I have got a capital engineer, Captain Scott, nephew of Sir
Walter : we shall get on now. The intelligenoe received
satisfied me that the Lion cannot bring the Affghans down.
He has been raising money on his jewels, pledging three
lacs worth for one of specie : this is a proof of his lack of
money, and the Affghans will have nothing more to say to
him. Poor fellow ! I wish I had a lac to give him.

* February 4th.—Two letters from Lord Ellenborough.
One approves of my plans, if the Sikhs ocome down the
river; the other gives power to go on with barracks. This
man always hits the nail on the head.

‘¢ 9th.—Sikhs quiet. Affghans offer the Lion for sale!

Fitzgerald roves in the hills with the camel corps, and all -

my plans are working to their end. Scinde is quiet as any
country in the world : the great receipt for quieting a country
is & good thrashing first and great kindness afterwards: the

wildest chaps are thus tamed. I have caught the man who -

murdered poor Mrs. Barnes. This puzzles me sadly. I do
not like to let her blood flow unavenged, yet we must not
punish except for effect. The brute ought to die without
pity, but the question is, will his death be of use ? Tt will
be & prevention of murdering women .in war. Aye! but
we are at peace ! Yet the whole country knows he murdered
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an Englishwoman. Can he be allowed to escape, and the
people to say that an Englishwoman may be slain with
impunity ? It would please me to blow the ruffian’s brains
out with my own hand, but in this case the principle must
be econsidered.

“ 12th.—Having preserved peace in the recent critical
conjuncture little do I care for the opinions of the
directors ; it grieves me to have served them in any way,
but as the devil rules the rolster we must help him here.
The Affghans having robbed the Lion, hold him prisoner,
and I have had hints thet £5000 will buy him! Lord
Ellenborough shall be asked about this, for my belief is
the rascals will assassinate him, and if Lord E. gives him
to me he shall be sent safely to Mecca. The fellow that
murdered Mrs. Barnes shall swing.

“ 15th.—This day year the Residency was attacked, and
the war which was to end in the conquest of Scinde was
thus begun ; and this day reports have come in from the
whole length of the right bank saying all is quiet! The
thieves have all fled to the hills as I expected they would
when the Oth cavalry reached Shikarpoor. The camel corps
is at Sehwan, it has spread terror even up to Quettah, and
through the valley of Shawl, and the wild tribes have sent
to beg pardon and crave mercy. Shere Mohamed has fled
to the Murrees in despair.- Never was there a more com-
Plete conquest of & country. The secret is that I worked
hard. 1° To put down crime. 2°. Shewing the people
and their chiefs, that having fought well against us was in
my eyes a merit not a crime. 8° That to every man who
submitted all he lest was restored: in some' cases more.
4° That justice has been dealt to the poor. 8°. That all
the people employed by the Ameers have been by me
retained, and thus I enlisted an influential pack of scoun-
drels on our side: they are however scoundrels to whom
the people are used, whereas had my own chosen rascals
been put in they would have done more mischief and less
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good than the old rogues, whom I closely watch and punish
individually. 6°. That I have met hard blows in war, and
though kind in peace have made ostentatious displays of
power, and been always ready for war at an hour's notice.
Such has been my plan, and the success is complete: when
we conquered Affghanistan what, person dared to go one hun-
dred yards beyond the sentries ? Whoever did so died. In
Scinde English officers go out shooting, bag and baggage ;
travel anywhere and everywhere in safety, receiving civility
and kindness from the poor people! I am more proud of
this settling of Scinde than of all the victories that could
be won in a hundred years!

*“ 18th.—We had a magnificent dinner yesterday for
Meanee. I made a long speech, abused the Indian press,
shall be torn to pieces, cannot help that, a little firmness
will bear it. What is being firm ? I do what is right and
abide by it. But then comes the question, What is right ?
I have done what was not wise, viz. drawing the abuse of
the press upon myself when unable to fight the press: for
how can I print answers ? I ought to have confined myself
to one editor, Buist, and then all the others would have
joined against him : this was bad generalship, but being
heated by my subject truth would out.

“ M. Genl. W.Napier, February.—The rabid abuse of the
Bombay Times makes me laugh ; yet it is injurious, because
good and honourable people swallow it all, and if Shake-
speare is right that does harm. I do not think he is, for
men now get good or bad names so easily that no person of
sense can care whether he has a bad or a good one! Much
of what you ask about has passed from my mind, for
immense details fill my head so entirely that it is easy to
see why sovereigns can do more than other men. Respon-
sibility runs in a thousand little channels, and a general is
pinned down like Gulliver by pigmies : a general meeting a
sovereign with equal military talent will be beaten round the
wrekin, Lord Ellenborough backs me up against the small
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rascals who are jealous of his favour; but there are good
fellows, who are nevertheless little fellows, that really think
I ought to be gibbeted ; and who would gibbet me if they
could. Your squib about the directors crying over the
wrongs of the patriarchal Ameers while accepting their
territory ‘like crocodiles with their hands in their breeches'
pockets,” has diverted all people here.

“ So old Lord Lynedoch is gone! Being at Malta about
three years ago, when there was talk of a war with France
he said, I can’t go home by France. Why not my Lord ?
Oh! D them they might catch me, and I don't want
to spend twenty or thirty years in a French prison! he being
then past ninety ! As to my refusal of a pension not doing
any good to the poor you are right; but I well know what
my feelings would be with a large pension, and people
starving around me. My pension for wounds was my
right from suffering and service; yet in the northern
district several times I was on the point of giving up my
pension. Were one to be conferred on me it should go
to build an asylum for old soldiers. It would be different
if it came from the pockets of the crocodiles. All the
parliamentary work is ere this over, and I trust Lord
Ellenborough has been well backed up by his friends, for
he is the best working man for the people here that could
be found, and most honorable : there is not a bit of dirt on
him though he lives amidst filth !

 General Simpson.—I shall be on the look-out for
General Mouton—a French officer in the S8ikh service.
These French adventurers are the cleverest and most
entertaining chaps in the world. I expect General Court
as well as Mouton. I hope he will come. I like these
Frenchmen, they are such thorough soldiers.

“ Ali Moorad.—Highness. I have received a letter from
Captain Malet, who is to be Resident at your highness’s
court. This letter has given me great comfort, because I
feared many things, unheard of among loyal princes, but
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they have now passed by like sounds floating in the air and
I heed them not; Captain Malet gives me assurance of
their falsehood, and that they are inventions of bad men to
involve your highness. I am old and greyheaded, I have
been to your highness like a father to his son, and when
told that your highness was misled I believed it not; for
my belief is that your highness is a wise prince, a faithful
ally, and one who would not ruin yourself as your enemies
wish. All is now as I desire. Your highness will see by
the instructions of Captain Malet, that your highness will
gain much and become a powerful prince as a reward for
your faithful adherence to treaties. May the present year
consolidate and render eternal the friendship of your high-
ness with the British government.

“ Sir George Arthur.—Lord Ellenborough thinks the
Sikhs mean to cross the Sutlege and he cannot therefore
send reinforoements to Sukkur; he leaves me to act as
suits me if they do—to stand firm or make a demon-
stration on Mooltan. Now, if the Sutlege be crossed and
Scinde remains quiet my demonstration towards Mooltan
may be made; but I will have hostages from the Khan of
Bhawalpoor; for after crossing the Indus any accident
changing his mind would put him in a position to hinder me
getting back : all this is conjecture, but being naturally slow
chewing the cud in anticipation is good for me.”

The four following letters display his versatility of mind.

“ The Khan of Khelat.—Your highness is very urgent
for money and troops. I will for once send you ten thou-
sand rupees ; in twenty days from this date the money shall
be at Rojan. Bat this is the last time, because you are a
powerful prince and ought to do as all great men do. Col-
lect your troops, attack your enemies, and give your soldiers
the plunder. Be brave and generous. If you wait to be
attacked you will be defeated. Be a warrior. Take money
from your enemies, do not beg it from your friends.: cowards
only keep their swords in the scabbard and ask for money.
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The Khan of Khelat should rule with iron, not with silver.
I will give you no more money: I give you this only to
shew the friendship of the English. You are of high
lineage, be worthy of your ancestors. Fight with your
enemies, let their spoils fill your coffers and they will learn
to respect the Khan of Khelat. You are young, do not give
yourself up to the women of your harem, be a warrior and
lead your troops to battle : I am your friend.

“Ensign Campbell.—I have just received your well-
written note of the 25th December. By well-written I
mean both handwriting and style. I do not know your
commanding officer ; but there were some goings on between
your regiment and another last year which I disapproved of. .
However, whether a regiment be in good order or bad
order it ought not to affect a young man of sense, because
by reading professional books you will discover what is
faulty in your corps, if faults there are; you will then learn
how things ought to be, and will by daily observation see
how they are. Thus you can form comparisons which will
in time teach you your profession. I hope your regiment is
in good order, but if not take care that your own company
or section is when you are entrusted with one. Keep up
all knowledge that you have acquired, and gain as much
more as you can. By reading you will be distinguished,
without it abilities are of little use. A man may talk and
write, but he cannot learn his profession without constant
study to prepare; especially for the higher ranks, because he
then wants the knowledge and experience of others im-
proved by his own—but when in a post of responsibility he
has no time to read, and if he comes to sauch post with an
empty skull, it is then too late to fill it and he makes no
figure. Thus many people fail to distinguish themselves
and say they are unfortunate, which is untrue, their own
previous idleness unfitted them to profit from fortune! The
smith who has to look for his hammer when the iron is red
strikes too late; the hammer should be uplifted to fall like a
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thunderbolt while the white heat is in the metal. Thus will
the forging prosper.”

The next letter is addressed to Lord Ripon President of
the Board of Control, and after touching upon the causes
of malaria thus continues.—

“ This my lord is the story of our sickness in part, not all,
for in addition to malaria we had a sharp previous campaign,
and I never saw one close without sickness prevailing more or
less in an army. Then comes a third cause. The natives do
not live in houses, or where houses exist, they generally live
under mats. We had therefore bad cover. I did with great ex-
ertion get cover for all, no man was in a tent; but no man was

. lodged as in this climate he ought to be. The remedies are
good barracks; controlling the river, a matter of no great diffi-
culty ; filling up ponds of stagnant water; and perhaps some
other steps not occurring to me at this moment, except the
preventing of drunkenness to which much of the fatal cha-
racter of the disease amongst Europeans may be attributed.
There is however another point on which a reform might be
made, and which I mean to mention to Lord Ellenborough.
When illness attacked the troops there was scarcely a sur-
geon in Scinde; if there were two or three it was the
utmost. I had but two at Meeanee, all the rest of the me-
dical men were assistant surgeons; young men of good
abilities but small experience. They have been hard work-
ing to the greatest degree all through this trying epidemic ;
but, I believe, in India men of a certain standing contrive
to get other appointments and the sick soldier is left to
zeal and inexperience, while the more experienced, if not
more able members of the profession, are otherwise em-
ployed at the Presidency in lucrative situations: surgeons
of regiments should be with their regiments.

“ There is indeed one rational cause for their absence, but
it should be controlled. Surgeons have generally been
long in India, and are, for the most part, men of a studious
turn of mind ; they acquire a knowledge of the languages
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not possessed in an equal degree‘by other military men, and
are therefore more fitted for and more at hand for vacant
civil appointments. Thus regiments are left to assistant
surgeons, men as before said of zeal and talent, but young
and without experience: of course there are exceptions, but
these cannot be taken into account. When illness attacks
an army in & hot climate it falls heavily, and, as in the pre-
sent case, the worst is over before officers of experience
arrive. Both in northern and southern Scinde, at one
period of the late epidemic there were full 2000 sick men
that were not visited by any medical man for a long time
during the worst paroxysms of their fevers! I know of one
officer who died unseen by a medical man! Yet those gen-
tlemen attended with zeal; every one of the doctors had
fever on him, and one or twq died from resisting too long :
" victims to their sense of duty! Having dwelt so much upon
the sickness, I have to add that I am convinced more Euro-
peans die from drink than from climate. The evil effects of
the first give irresistible vigour to the last, and he who could
have easily resisted the fever falls in consequence of the
drink, or becomes a lost man to the service : and I have no
hesitation in saying this applies to all ranks.

“ With regard to the future, much expence must be in-
curred. A new country in a barbarous state, unfurnished
with houses, cannot be taken possession of and governed
without great expence. Roads, canals, prisons, barracks,
must be erected and workmen collected at great cost, the
population being so thin and so barbarous that artificers are
not to be had. This is not all. The points of occupation
are, and must continue to be, Sukkur, Hydrabad and Kur-
rachee. We must build barracks at Hydrabad and Kur-
rachee, and storehouses, or we shall lose more men and
stores than would double the expence of the buildings. We
must do this or abandon Scinde! And why not do this?
The revenue of Scinde will in a few years cover, more than
cover all the expence of its conquest. I send you a rough
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estimate upon the best basis we have at present; it cannot
be very erroneous, and your lordship will see that Scinde
can repay all outlay in a short time. The collectors all
think our revenue will double what I have assumed, and
that in a few years. But take what are asserted as facts,
viz, the revenue under the Ameers was 60 lacs; his
highness Ali Moorad has about 15 lacs: there remains for
us 45 lacs. Am I extravagant in assuming as s basis this
revenue ? I think not. The people exaggerate the treasures
of their princes, because they cannot do more than guess
and are prone to the wonderful: but they do not guess at
the revenue, they pay the taxes and accurately calculate
the amount.

“If this synopsis of the revenue be at all correct, there
can be no doubt that the momentary advance of money will
be repaid with interest, and ought to be made. Otherwise,
you must abandon a magnificent province ; for you must also
protect your troops against a degree of heat, which without
Pprotection even the natives cannot bear: a little protection
may do for them but not for the troops. Here observe, that
though our Sepoys can bear heat far better than European
soldiers, all our staff and regimental officers are European, -
and must have protection: officers do indeed build houses
a8 fast as they can, but it is exceedingly difficult to get
workmen, and the expence enormous for this country.
Scinde is not more unhealthy than other parts of India;
and that it is more healthy than many parts is asserted by
medical men.

. *“My opinion is that Scinde should be kept; that it will
amply repay all its expences; that the whole attention of its
governor should be given to build barracks, make roads and
keep the country quiet while war rages in the neighbourhood.
These things will require an outlay of at least one hundred
thousand pounds a year for two years. I do not say fifty
thousand will not enable us to get done what is absolutely
necessary, viz. barracks apd gome fortifications, but one
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hundred thousand would be more useful, and it would quiet
the minds of the people to see us go to work with a will. It
would make money plentiful amongst them, would put them
in good humour, and produce quicker results. There is
another thing also which may be found proper in Scinde:
relieving the troops every third year. The great heat is said
to wear out the constitution, especially of Europeans, which
with & relief every third year would not be the oase.
‘Whether this be true I cannot say, having only experienced
one hot season; it nearly killed me, but was aided by cir-
cumstances of war not likely to occur again, and I am
sixty-two ! great fatigue and snxiety helped the climate, but
I am well again and only absolutely gave up my work three
or four days, though for a long time I did it very badly. I
may have tired your. lordship, but could not give my views
as to Scinde, its health and wants, in a much shorter letter,
they are 8o united. The haste with which I have scribbled
and that it has been done late at night after a hard day’s
work must excuse want of arrangement.

“ Private James N——y.—I have your letter. You tell
me you give satisfaction to your officers, which is just what
you ought to do; and I am very glad to hear it, because of
my regard for every onme reared at Castletown; for I was
reared there myself. However, as I and all belonging to
me have left that part of the country for more than twenty
years, I neither know who Mr. Tom Kelly is, nor who your
father is; but I would go far any day in the year to serve a
Celbridge man ; or any man from the Barony of Salt in
which Celbridge stands: that is to say, if such a man be-
haves himself like a good soldier and not a drunken vaga-
bond like James J——e, whom you knew very well if you
are a Castletown man. Now Mr. James N——y, as I am
sure you are and must be a remarkable sober man, as I am
myself or I should not have got on so well in the world as
I have done: I say, as you are a remarkably sober man, I
desire you to take this letter to your captain and ask him to
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shew it to your lieutenant-colonel, and ask the lieutenant-
colonel, with my best compliments, to have you in his me-
mory; and if you are a remarkably sober man, mind that
James N y, & remarkably sober man, like I am, and in
all ways fit to be a lance corporal, I will be obliged to him for
promoting you now and hereafter. But if you are like
James J e, then I sincerely hope he will give you a
double allowance of punishment, as you will deserve for
taking up my time, which I am always ready to spare for a
good soldier but not for a bad one. Now, if you behave
well this letter will give you a fair start in life; and if you
do behave well I hope soon to hear of your being a corporal.
Mind what you are about, and believe me your well-wisher.
Charles Napier, major-general, and governor of Scinde
because I have always been a remarkably sober man.”

Such were his modes of addressing men singly according
to their stations; and when he aimed at exciting masses,
and raising exalted sentiments his allocution was of appro+
priate force.

“Lord Fitzroy Somerset.—One of the great evils in
India, as far as I can perceive, is, that every head of an
office fancies himself a gentleman who is to amuse himself
and sign papers presented by his clerks; and they, gradually
getting better coats on, vote themselves gentlemen too! Of
course more clerks are required, and large establishments
are formed without reason. When Pombal seized the go-
vernment of Lisbon he found twenty-two thousand clerks:
he cut the thousands down to 200! This has always
appeared to me a lesson well suited to India, where young
gentlemen of the civil service have a servant to wash every
distinct toe !

“Sir Hugh Gough.—I congratulate you general most
sincerely on your glorious victory. You seem to have met
with resolute men; but nothing ever stood, or ever will
stand our soldiers—British and Sepoys. I think between
China and Gwulior you have made a good base for a
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pyramid of glory. You have now only to clap the Punjaub
on the top and your edifice of fame will be complete.

“ General H. Smith.—I congratulate you on your feats of
arms. You had a tough job of it: these Asiatics hit hard
methinks. How came all the ladies to be in the fight ? I
suppose you all wanted to be gloriously rid of your wives!
Well, there is something in that, but I wonder the women
stand so atrocious an attempt. Poor things ! I dare say
they too had their hopes. They talk of our immoral con-
duct in Scinde: I am sure there never was any so bad as
this. God forgive you all. Read your Bible and wear your
laurels.

“ Agha Khan, chief of the assassins.—Prince. I have
your letter of the 26th instant and thank you for the in-
formation it contains. You say I never agree to what you
suggest! How can you, who are so good and brave a
soldier, be ignorant that I am not master but a servant.
‘What you suggest I tell to my master, the governor-general.
Whathe ordersT tell to you. Why do you tell me I do not
mind your suggestions? You are a wise Persian politician;
I am & plain English soldier. I tell you truth like a simple
man, and you, being a politician, will not believe me! This
is very unwise in you, because you want to know the truth,
and yet when you hear it will not believe, and tell me I
never ‘agree to what you suggest! Well. Have your own
way, and I will have mine.

“8ir George Arthur.—You make me smile at your
determination that I shall have a seat in the House of
YLords! As far as agreeing with you that there are some
there who ought not to be there the road is straight and
plain; but that I ought is what I cannot agree with you, and
other kind friends, while feeling and saying that I have been
rewarded to the full extent of my merit. Well half a sheet
of ego is enough. This day fifty years I got my ensigncyin
the 83rd Regiment, the Duke of Wellington was our major.

“ No one has more claim on the governor of Scinde than
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the son of Major Teesdale. I shall not easily forget the
brave conduct of his father. I forgot for an instant the battle
while admiring the man as he rose in his stirrups with a
lofter air of anger, calling on his men to follow and press-
ing his horse into that nullah from which few came back ;
he was not one, poor fellow! The deed and the death I
saw, and there was but short time between them! His son
shall have employment in Scinde, if I have power to give it
to him. A

‘ Proclamation, February 7th.—Lugarees and Loondees !
I have heard you are about to go into the hills, fearing’that
I will put you in prison. Foolish men! Why are you
afraid? Have I done evil in Scinde? Have I refused
justice to the poor man? When the jaghirdar asked for hig
jaghire has he not received it? Have I made war upon any
man after the battle? The Queen of England has con-
quered Scinde, but she has ordered it to be ruled with kind-
ness, protecting the people: the plunderer alone shall feel
her vengeance! Lugarees and Loondees remain where you
are and cultivate your lands. I have sent a strong body of
troops, mounted on camels, to protect the inhabitants of the
right bank of the Indus from the robbers who descend from
the mountains, Again I say, Lugarees and Loondees re-
main where you are! We worship one God, we are governed
by one sovereign. Why should you fear?

“ Khan of Khelat, February 12th.—I have your letter and
congratulate you on your successes. Continually plunder
the Affghans, I will keep Futteh Mohamed *—his enemy
—*“prisoner till all is quiet, because I hope you will con-
tinue to hold up your own dignity as becomes a prince.
If you do not I shall be obliged to let him out. Reject all
offers of the Affghans unless they deliver Shere Mohamed
into your hands; in which case send him to me and I will
reward you as you will deserve for such good service.

“The same, February 16th.—Highness. The robber
chief Nowbut, one of the Jutwee tribe, plundered our
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country. He is now gone to yours. I am your great
friend. I have given you money, I have shut up your
enemies, and therefore I expect you to send me this robber
in chains. If you do not 1 will liberate Futteh Khan.

“ Captain Young, judge advocate.—The Circular, No.-18,
was your doing, not mine, and I agreed to it hastily. How-
ever I will endeavour to correct the evil : a very slight one.
I will allow no magistrate to try cases which involve capital
punishment. I will try them all by military commissions: .
they are those of murder, and robbery with violence on the
_highway. In such cases the magistrate’s examination is
merely preparatory to ulterior proceedings. With regard
to ‘s letter, I know nothing about what ‘Scinde is
considered in law,” it being neither my business, nor as I
imagine his. My rule has been that the shoemaker should
stick to his last. ‘Wherefore I have never considered what
is legal, or not legal. Scinde is a conquered country ruled
by martial law, which we soldiers all understand, and not
one of us has the slightest knowledge of any other law.
talks of some plan which only exists, as far as I am
aware, in his own imagination, and that this plan is to
‘ prevent enterprizing strangers from settling in Scinde;’
that my not allowing three revenue collectors to assume the
power of the twelve judges of England, nay! more than that
power, for the judges act after the verdict of a jury—that
my not suffering them to hang men at their discretion, is to
prevent enterprizing strangers settling in Scinde is not very
comprehensible! The power of life and death was in the
hands of the Ameers, but by conquest has been transferred
to the military commander and martial law obtains. This
does not give the power of life- and death to oollectors of
revenue, or magistrates: their duties consist in the trial of
minor cases and collection of revenue, and beyond those
limits they shall not pass. It is idle to say that because a
magistrate is not allowed to sentence to death he is without
power of giving a verdict; this power of life and death the
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magistrates shall not have in Scinde: at least with my
consent.

“ General Simpson, February 18th.—1I am inclined to
think - is gone mad. He has written me a letter to
tell me I am an idiot and will ruin the country unless I
take his advice : -he, Mr. Mountstuart Elphinstone, and
some one else being the only men who understand govern-
ment! This may be true, but it only rests on his opinion

. and seems to resolve itself into one point, namely, my not
giving collectors power of life and death. I feel quite ready
to give up the government when Lord Ellenborough thinks
proper, but feel no disposition to be put to dry-nurse. These
gentlemen want to re-establish the °politicals’ under the
title of ‘ collectors.” However, they have not put salt on
my tail yet, and I doubt much whether they ever will.

“ Captain Young, February 21st.—You and I have one
object. To do our duty to man and God. By an honourable
expression of our thoughts the last is effected ; but the first
is, though less important, more difficult as it depends on
opinion, over which no man has control. On this occasion
both Captain Preedy and yourself have decided that there is
not proof against this man—the murderer of Mrs. Barnes.
I shall therefore, as you are so satisfied and so impressed,
give him the benefit at your request. But by this weakness,

* for such it is, I am guilty of having murdered every man I

have hanged in this and other countries; for so help me

God! in the whole course of a long life, and the experience

of some thousands of trials, I never saw proofs more perfect
of guilt, except where the crime was avowed, than those
against Buska Chandia. As to'its afterwards appearing that
he was innocent, I should not believe it if all Scinde swore
to it. I am quite ready to take that chance; but as you

seem to consider that Preedy tried him, and you are both I

consider blind to facts, he shall escape. I will take good
care that the collectors shall have no more cases of this kind
in their hands; such cases shall go before commissions
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formed of three officers, and be judged like military crimi-
nals. T venture to say, there is not in this whole camp an
officer who would differ with me in the conviction of this
ruffian for murdering Mrs. Barnes : the evidence would hang
him if laid before any jury in England. Governor John-
stone was hanged twenty years after the fact on evidence
infinitely less convincing. I have made one mistake but
.will take care not to make another.

“ The safety of this country is in my charge, and it cannot
be preserved but by repressing murder and robbery with a
strong hand. If murderers of the grossest description,
.murderers without the slightest provocation are to escape
.punishment because a collector is openly deluded with a
cock-and-bull story, got up by the men of a tribe to save a
clansman, and in this instance got up by criminals—if this
is to be we must not pretend to govern barbarians, who are
much too acute not to see our weakness. They will laugh
in their sleeves as this murderer goes free over the land, and
boast that they can shed our blood against their own law,
.and ours also, with safety. You have done your duty in
stating your opinion frankly, and T respect you for so doing;
but I have duties also, and one is to preserve the peace of
the country, as well as long study of the subject and long
years of practice enable me to do. Whether my abilities
are sufficient to turn reading and practice to proper account
"may be disputed, but that is a point on which Lord Ellen-
borough and the English cabinet are to decide.

“I am not placed here by family interest, nor political
concord with either Whig or Tory. The fiat of Lord Ellen-
borough or the Duke, or Sir R. Peel, can put me out as
easily as they can extinguish a candle! and what is more,
no candle could be more willingly put out than I should be:
but they who are the proper judges are pleased to think I
can do my work. Now if I let such ruffians escape, or if I
delegated my power to inexperienced collectors, I should ill

VOL. LI D
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respond to the confidence reposed in me; and instead of a
tranquil country as this is—unexampled in history I believe,
or at least such complete conquests have not been frequent :
we should now have held only the ground on which we
stood, no more. Let this question drop. I will not try
this man ; or if I do, will not execute the sentence, for I
must deeply consider the point before saying I will not try
him : it is one thing to let the people fancy we are cajoled,
another to do an act of mercy.

“ As to the circular : I said it was your doing not mine,
because I understood you to have proposed and executed it.
However, as I am its father I am ready to acknowledge it ;
only now it must be rendered more stringent on collectors.
I said it was yours, not as being an error but a fact: as
I thought it. This last with the alterations at all events is
mine. We must, as Hooker observed long ago—* 4void the
measuring by one form of law all the actions of men, and
confounding what God has made distinct” Now in a
Court of Enquiry where Englishmen are examined by men
of one degree of civilization, and one degree of society,
and one religion, an oath is needless : even on trials many
think it so. But very different is the case with English
victors seeking to do justice amongst barbarians just con-
quered. Our object is to convict guilt and acquit innocence ;
not to support quibbles about what is law anrd what is not
law in England. We know we cannot get truth from some
of these people without their hand be on the Koran; and
it is necessary for the magistrates to swear them, as in
England is always done, when taking examinations. By
the way: there is no legal authority against swearing on a
Court of Enquiry in the army; it is only custom, arising
from the very good reason that it is not a legal court and
cannot enforce obedience. An evidence might refuse to
take an oath, but any magistrate accidentally on a Court of
Enquiry would be justified and correct in swearing a witness
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if he pleased, because he has the right as a magistrate :
witness and accused may laugh at a Court of Enquiry so
far as law goes.

“I take out of the circular, ‘on the highway, lest it
should appear as if the highway had anything to do with
the matter : all Scinde is a highway. Also on reconsideration
I see no need of the words ¢ Court of Enquiry,” an inferior
court and not recognized except by custom. There will be
no court at all in the process, it will be merely that deposi-
tions are taken on oath before a magistrate previous to
committal for trial: and the magistrates are to go on exactly
as they have hitherto done, except in the cases named in the
circular, viz. treason, murder, robbery with violence : these
are to be referred to me. You say your opinion is, that
whoever commences a trial should finish it! Thus you
sweep away grand juries, examinations before magistrates;
before secretaries of state, &c. You may be right, but the’
general opinion is on the other side. I have never given
that question any consideration, indeed never heard it
mooted ;.but I will not give that right to collectors, or
any single man, in a country for whose tranquillity I and I
alone am responsible. I will not, I say, give any one man
the right to take life, or prevent my punishing crime by an
acquittal against testimony, as in the present case. I will
either hold the power in my own hands, or leave it with a
military commission till the general government chooses to
lay down better rules for my guidance.”

Notwithstanding this letter, Captain Young, the judge
advocate, a man of merit and respected by Sir C. Napier,
indiscreetly maintains his own views, and his pertinacity
drew forth the following severe rebuke, written at a later
date.

“ You are welcome to submit any proceeding of mine to
the consideration of the governor-general. I only wish that
his lordship’s time was sufficiently unoccupied for him to be
made acquainted with every detail of my government; and

D2
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that I had time to submit the whole to him. "With regard
to this case, you seem to have taken an inconsiderate view
of the subject ; because, if you read your own letter under
my order, dated 24th February—the circular—you will per-
ceive that magistrates are not to try causes involving capital
punishment, but are to consider their examinations as merely
preparatory to ulterior proceedings. And also, that in such
cases they are to offer any remarks that may be called for
on a separate paper. Now sir you will be pleased to
observe, that a man accused of killing his mother is ac-
cused of murder, and therefore it is a case involving capital
punishment, and therefore could not be tried by the magis-
trate. And moreover should not have been submitted by
you to me as proceedings held upon the trial of Santoo
Hindoo for manslaughtar: no such word as manslaughter
is mentioned or ought to be mentioned in the charge
against him, as far as any charge can be discovered in pro-
ceedings so informally drawn up, if you considered them to
be what you denominate them, proceedings held upon the
trial of Santoo Hindoo: you have therefore been in error,
both as regards the general view of the subject and its
details. It is really very hard upon me that those under
my command will not content themselves with executing
their own duties, but insist upon advising me how to exe-
cute mine. With thirty letters now before me to answer
I have been obliged to read over a second time the proceed-
ings in this case; which I had already decided upon, but
which I was obliged to go over again, because you say I
have entirely set aside the verdict of a magistrate. Sir, the
magistrate did not give a verdict: he, very properly, gave
his opinion and recommendation. But even this opinion
ought, following the circular of February 24th, to have been
on a separate paper, and it was your duty to see that it was
* properly done instead of occupying yourself with my duties.
So much for the case of Santoo Hindoo.

“Now to your question, viz.—Whether, as in the case of



62nd Year] EPOCH XIV. PERIOD III—SCINDE. 53

Santoo Hindoo, if your excellency gives what I conceive to
be an illegal order I am at once to pass that order to the
magistrate without remark, or what course am I to pursue ?

“ Answer.—To obey your orders ! ’

“So far I have answered your letter about cases which
really exist. Now for those which only exist in your ima-
gination. You are not only so obliging as to teach me my
duty as to what I have done, but you would proceed to in-
struct me on matters which you hear from a third person I
intend to do! It so happens that I do not intend to try
Buksha Chandiya, except under circumstances of which you
are ignorant ; but which, before you undertook to give me
advice, it was necessary you should know. However, as I
do not require your advice I shall not state them to you,
more especially, as while you talk of law you appear to me
to have but slight acquaintance with it : Chandiya was not
legally tried and acquitted. As to your third question I
distinctly answer, that if you make any official applicgtion
to the Sudder Court, the advocate general, or any other con-
stituted authority, I shall consider it to be an act of mili-
tary insubordination and act accordingly.

““ Captain Young, you have totally mistaken your posi-
tion. You fancy yourself acquainted with civil law because
you are called the civil judge advocate general. You forget
that Scinde is under a military government, and martial law
alone is recognised. You fancy yourself sent here to form a
criminal and civil code of laws. This is an error. Your
duty is merely to regulate the proceedings of military courts;
and when I am unfortunately obliged, by being in a recently-
conquered country, to act in that arbitrary manner which is
permitted to general officers commanding an army in pre-
sence of an enemy, your duty is, not to teach me how I
should exercise the power entrusted to me by my superiors,
but to assist me in the execution of such powers by atten-
tively doing the duties confided to you. I shall forward a
copy of this correspondence to Lord Ellenborough.
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« “Lord Ripon,, February 22nd.—Thanks to Lord Ellen-
borough's vigour in governing this enormous empire, we
are likely to have peace on a solid foundation. Iad he
lost time he might have had Gwalior the Punjaub and
Scinde on his hands at once: but a prompt blow, struck
with his usual. vigour, has calmed down the whole country.
I have little doubt that had he delayed there would have
been ten times as much bloodshed as the battle of Maharaj-
poor has cost. I have seen quite enough of India to be
persuaded that no temporizing policy will do. I suppose
the Sikhs will force a war upon us in the Punjaub, when
they have fermented a little longer. Really such an enor-
mous band of armed robbers cannot long be endured on our
frontier! Only imagine, Lord Ripon, what horrors would
be the result if seventy or eighty thousand barbarians
crossed the Hyphasis! All the vigour in the world could
not collect a force quickly enough to save the country from
being ravaged ! I detest war as horrible, and contrary to
Christianity : but & man cannot allow the throats of his
whole family to be cut rather than knock the villain's brains
out who is entering his house to perform that operation!
The Almighty has given to man a spirit of self-defence, and
I do not believe that our Saviour forbids its honest appli-
cation.

“ The original occupation of India may have been wrong,
I think it was; but that is no reason why all our throats
were to be cut by the Ameers! Yet this was very probable
" had Colonel Outram’s ideas of diplomacy been adhered to.
A small force in Scinde ; the desert on the east; the sea,
for six months unnavigable on the south; the mountains
on the west; the Punjaub and Bhawalpoor on the north ; an
insupportable heat upon our heads! A confederacy was
forming, and probably two hundred thousand men would
have been upon us during all our past: sickness, when not
two thousand could have used their arms, and those divided
four hundred miles apart! This seems at first sight an ex-
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aggerated picture, but a little reflection will shew it to be
both possible and probable. And all this Lieutenant-
Colonel Outram and those who agree with him have
risked, because he could not find people to take their oaths
before a magistrate that they saw Meer Roostum and other
Ameers write the letters we found! Yet we had as much
proof of their being authentic as there has been for hanging
many & man in England by a jury!

“The much-abused treaty offered by Lord Ellenborough to
the Ameers, and his whole conduct in the transaction, saved
us from a catastrophe worse than Cabool. It would have
required every soldier in India to have rescued the army in
Scinde, unable as we have been to march five miles from our
hospitals. I am very confident in the power of discipline, and
power of our soldiers ; but I do not believe such a confederacy,
and such a sickness, and in such a position, could have been
overcome by the force in Scinde. I have no right to tres-
pass on your lordship by such dissertations ; but my admi-
ration of Lord Ellenborough carries me away when I think
what he has done for his country, and see how the infamous
press abuses him.” —This letter was in answer to some
remarks of Lord Ripon, in the Outram tone, on matters of
which he was profoundly ignorant, but calculated to please
the directors, of which he was more desirous than to control
them. t

“Sir G. Arthur, February 23rd.—I am told that the
question of Scinde is to be made a party question, and a
! cheval de bataille’ for the Whigs to charge the Tories on,
but my correspondent laughs at this! Only think of old
General Morrison living till now! .I served under him
when he commanded an Irish district in 1798, a major-
general! I wonder if Lady Caroline is alive!”

Lady Caroline Morrison was remarkable for her beauty,
sarcastic wit spirit and originality when Dublin society
" abounded in those qualities. She was a clever caricaturist,
and one political specimen of her keen talent in that line
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may be here noted. A Protestant divine, vehement in preach-
ing against the Catholics, had been, or was said to have
been, once a priest and to have apostatized. Lady Caro-
line depicted him in the pulpit with an eager gesture, hold-
ing forth, while the devil behind him was lifting with his
fork the Protestant wig and pointing with a grin to the
friar's tonsure underneath.

“It is curious that I have this moment received a letter
from my old friend Lord Lynedoch, written not long before
his death. My brother observes to me, He had, as Cesar
said of himself, lived long enough for nature and for glory.*
It is true. Lord Lynedoch and my father were schoolboys
together, under the same tutor, Hume the historian. My
father was some years younger than Graham, and the hand-
somest man I ever laid eyes upon. He was 6 feet 8 inches,
and I do not think there was a perceptible fault in his
figure. Sir Joshua Reynolds said the only failing was that
his neck was too short. I have known him take a pewter
quart and squeeze it flat in his hand like a bit of paper.
He told me he was, nevertheless, a child in the hands of
Prince Alexis Orloff, Catherine’s friend, who was a giant,
My father once stood under Orloff's arm when extended
straight from the shoulder, and his head scarcely touched
the Prince’s arm: he said no two men would have &
chance in contending with Orloff. I know not why I
have taken up your time with this twaddle! I expect Sale
and Lady Sale here every day. I hear from a friend of
Outram that his reception has been rather rough,”—from
Lord Ellenborough, who he had waited on to ask for a place.
“What could he expect?” For my part, I would sooner
do anything than ask favour of a man I had abused so
grossly as he abused Lord Ellenborough, but ckacun & son
goit. .

“The whole of the mountain chiefs have offered their
salaams already, frightened by Fitzgerald's camel corps,

* He had just died.
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and I have accepted all but one. He has been told I
reject his submission : he is the greatest of the robbers,
and will hardly escape me. His name is Nowbut. He
defied me and already is a fugitive without one of his gang
daring to accompany him; and I am trying whether the
disciplined old soldier or the robber chief is the best hand at
la pétite guerre. 1 have been well practised in this style of
warfare both in Ireland and Greece, and see nothing differ-
ent in India. Old Indians like to flatter themselves that
human nature in India is different from human nature
everywhere else, and being like turnspits in a wheel
think themselves wonderful travellers: but they only turn
a leg of mutton, while the rest of the world laughs at them.

¢ Captain Del Hoste.—I am here, as you know, ¢ Jack of
all trades and master of none.’ XKing, queen, chancellor,
archbishop, priest and deacon; general, judge and jury;
aye even sailor, for I am Oliver's vice-admiral of flotilla !
I shall shortly begin a canal from the Garra mouth to
Tattah, and endeavour to force the Indus to obey and keep
always full, making Kurrachee really a port at the mouth
of the Indus, and then all the other mouths may open and
shut at their pleasure, like those of their own crocodiles.—
Whenever we are sure of tranquillity in the Punjaub very
few troops will be wanted for Scinde ; much fewer I imagine
than on the ancient frontier line of Deesa, Balmain, &c. The
camel corps has done wonders. All the recusant mountain
chiefs have come in, and I may say I have now quieted the
right bank as well as the left, and my prophecy has come
true—not another shot has been fired since the 24th of
March last ; meaning of course battles where men were slain
on both sides. However I confess to thinking my prophecy
in danger two months ago.”—Captain Del Hoste had been
employed surveying in Scinde.

¢ General Simpson.—You will see I have ordered a mili-
tary commission to Wanga Bazaar in the Delta, and I want
you to choose for president a man with a head upon his

D3
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shoulders. T have just heard Major Woodhouse is the man.
Tell him I am always nervous about any work in that part
of the country, as it is particularly calculated for a Vendean
warfare if the people get sulky. There is but one mode of
dealing with people in such cases :—be very rigid and very
Jjust. Woodhouse must be told however, that by justice I
do not mean letting the guilty escape because they are able
to screen their guilt with some nonsensical quibbles which
to our English heads seem insurmountable. My object is
to have sentence passed according to the real conscientious -
conviction of the judges, and not according to what is re-
quired in an English court of justice. If once the bad part
of the population imagine they can cajole us by quibbles we
shall have no power to‘protect the good. A deep conside-
ration of evidence will bring conviction to the mind of the
Jjudge, and on that let him act. This is real justice. Itis
not the number but the weight of evidence that is essential.
If we are guided by numbers, men in the state of barbarism
that Scinde is in will bring whole villages to swear for the
innocence of the greatest villain. Aye! and villages where
every man, while swearing to save the culprit's life wishes
him hanged over and over again !

“ There are wheels rolling round of which we good folks
have no knowledge ; but we know what is essential, namely,
that if a British officer weighs well all he hears from a

" number of people, and questions each separately, not so
much on the general question of guilt as on minute details,
he will pump out of them enough to convince him of what
is fact. If he examines them upon the general question
they will agree upon some preconcerted lie and overthrow
all his ideas ; but if questioned on colours, forms, places ; on
positions in which people stood ; on hours and the state of the
weather; the preconcerted story will soon be upset, being un-
prepared for such questions: thus the value of the testimony
is shewn up, and conviction opens on the mind like day
breaking.
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“ Shew this to Woodhouse, and tell him to elicit as far
as he can the feclings of the people, the poorest people,
towards those robbers. If that appears unfavourable and
he is convinced of the men’s guilt I will hit them hard. If,
on the contrary, the poor are in their favour he must be
very cautious, because, whenever & government makes
martyrs it will find cause to repent sooner or later. There
is always some strong thing in favour of men when a whole
community takes their part, and rulers ought to give them
credit for that general feeling: it is a proper compliment to
the public, unless in cases where justice to individuals can-
not be overlooked. If these twenty-five thieves ordered for
trial are thorough rascals I will be as severe as the sentence
of the court admits : if they have only done °a little busi-
ness,’ after the usual style of the country where they dwelt,
a small punishment, as & hint to guide their future conduct,
may be enough. '

“ Colonel Douglas.—I am told that men in the Sudder
Bazaar are punished if they refuse to take copper coin of
the country! This ought to be stopped, because we do
not want to force the country coin into circulation ; or to
act with force in any way relative to money: mnor is there
any propriety in people being punished for refusing copper
coin which is not a legal tender. That is sufficient: but
there is no necessity for any man having country coin
unless he likes, as he may always exchange it for the go-
vernment copper by applying to the bazear master, who will
give him its value in pice. Tell the bazaar master he must
let the country coin alone.

“ Lieutenant-Colonel Dickenson.—The inhabitants of
Shikarpoor have made a complaint to me, which I send a
copy of. You will send for Mr. Mackeson, lieutenant of
police, and the complainants, and inquire into the matter.
If these are as stated, give the merchants my letter and
desire Mr. Mackeson to put an end to practices which ought
not to have taken place, and which might injure us mate-
rially in the minds of the most respectable of the popula-
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tion. Should the allegations of the merchants be un-
founded, explain to them the impropriety of respectable
men making unfounded complaints against an officer of
police.”

Letter to the merchants and Hindoos of Shikarpoor.
“I am surprised that you should feel so much interest for
criminals!| But my desire is to govern the country accord-
ing to the wishes of its respectable inhabitants, and it would
be a bad omen for my rule were I to give displeasure to
good men. Let your wishes touching the hair of criminals
be complied with. I am sent here to govern not to tyrannize
over the people. Therefore.

“1°. No Hindoo shall have the crown of his head shaved
while I am governor.

““?°. With regard to debts : the day the balance is struck
is the date of the account, however long before that account
was opened. But no dispute settled by the Ameers can be
interfered with by us.
© “8°. As to the shutting of shops, it is forbid; it would
be tyranny: it was a mistake.

““ 4°, Respecting your women my orders are this: no such
insult as you complain of shall be offered to them—the
being produced in open court. But in cases of murder they
must be brought forward if necessary.

“ 5°. T am sorry any offence should be offered to the mer-
chants of Shikarpoor, and have ordered the commanding
officer to inquire into your complaints and give satisfaction.”

Sir Charles Napier's general polity and policy in Scinde
have been developed in the foregoing correspondence; but
a few more letters are required to shew that civil government
and external hostility did not comprise all the-difficulties
and vexations of his position.

“8ir G. Arthur, February 8th.—A letter from Madras
says they have sent a regiment by long sea. I am sorry for
this, because they give a detail of allowances beyond what
our Bombay men have : that is enough to excite a mutiny.
in any army. I do hope it will be remedied, or some mis-
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chief will take place I fear: and it would grieve me if my
friends the 25th should either be set wrong by the Madras
troops with high pay, or see these troops better paid than
themselves who have conquered the country! I had some
difficulty with the Shah's troops at Sukkur on this head
and many deserted. Yet that was a less grievance than to
see two regiments of the same army receive different allow-
ances. I shall instantly separate them from the Bombay
troops on their arrival. I had no idea of the difference of
allowances, of which I send you a statement. This is a
serious difficulty, and if a quarrel begins between the troops
there will be no end of it. If the vessels bringing them
will take them to Bombay I will send them there ; if not I .
must send the men to Garra, where they will be separated
from our people. I do not like to give such a just cause of
discontent to our soldiers.

“The same, February 28th.—1I have written officially to
the adjutant-general, and privately to Sir Thos. McMahon
about a very serious affair, which I have also reported to the
governor-general. The soldiers’ remittances from Scinde
have been cut off from their families by some paying de-
partment. This has caused exceeding anger, and very justly
so. The soldiers have made no complaints, but I am now
afraid to inspect a regiment; for unquestionably the men
would on being asked if they had any complaints come
forward, and what could I say? Until I heard from the
adjutant-general I had no idea that such a dangerous
grievance existed, or you may be sure I would have cried
out lustily. When I first heard of it my mind was made up,
that if our people were in fault every officer concerned
should be placed in close arrest: but I knew Woodburn and
McLean so well as to be convinced neither was in fault—
and so it appears. This affair is too serious for respect of
persons. I conclude it will eventually be brought officially
under your notice. I hope no grumbling will arise in the
meantime. All the half-caste clerks in this camp are paid
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reporters for the newspapers, and explain and exaggerate
the lies inserted in the papers by themselves. I need not
say that the soldiers believe what these drab-coloured gen-
tlemen say. Thus the stories of the Madras troops getting
increase of pay by mutiny, and the Bengal troops being let
off coming to Scinde by the same process, is all taken for
gospel by men who have been so injured.

“ The officers here are very angry about Dr. Buist's new
insult. T have not read it, but mean to do so, because they
want me to apply officially to the governor-general and the
commander in chief of the Bombay army for justice, as
Dr. Buist has cast a slur on all; and added I hear to his
former insults. I hear also he has brought Sir Henry
Pottinger on the carpet and referred me to him.—Oh here
comes the paper, for I do not longer take Bombay Times.
Well, it is a nice production. I long to hear your opinion.
You wanted to institute a prosecution at first, and I think it
~will come to that at last. Sir Henry Pottinger will of course
contradict the language ascribed to him ! :

““ The same, March 2nd.—Dr. Buist's article in the paper
of the 17th ultimo I divide into three portions. 1°. The
asserted language of Sir Henry Pottinger. 2°. The as-
sertion that an officer of the Hydrabad force told him,
Buist, the lying story of the zenana. 8°. The abuse which
he bestowed on the par mnobile fratrum.”—Sir Charles
and his brother William. < As to the first, Buist has
placed Sir Henry between himself and responsibility :
how the plenipotentiary will like this remains to be seen.
I congratulate him on having such a discreet friend at
Bombay! As to the second, our officers hope the govern-
ment will find out who Buist's informant was; this does not
appear difficult, as the commander in chief must know what
officers were in Bombay belonging to the Hydrabad force at
the time.  If this officer be found out we have no doubt his
conduct will meet with its just reward. With regard to the
third, it is a private affair of mine and I feel doubtful
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whether to prosecute the blackguard or not. .It is with some
difficulty I have prevented an officer from going to Bombay
for the express purpose of thrashing Dr. Buist; and I
should not be at all surprized if this little accident happens
to him some fine morning.

“The agent for timber, Surat.—Sir. On the 30th of
November you wrote to the acting engineer as follows.
Early in March next I expect a large supply of rafters, and
should they then be required I shall be able to forward them
from Balsar. Now, on the 28th February you say the wood
cannot be supplied i/l after the rains ! In this case, pro-
bably a great number of soldiers will die, which will be
laid to climate, though, as far as I am able to judge, it will
be the result of your want of activity and zeal for the public
service. However I have no wish to condemn you unheard.
I shall therefore state to the governor-general of India,
that though I have been unable to obtain rafters from you, a
boat loaded with rafters has been obtained by private indi-
viduals from Damaum, which is only fifteen miles from
Balsar, one of your timber depots ! This fact, and the com-
plaint I shall make against you for endangering the health
of the troops you may explain as you please, and I will for-
ward your explanation to the governor-general, along with
the statement of facts which I have given you. -It is not to
be endured that my own exertions and those of everybody
under my command in this cantonment should be paralyzed,
and the lives of the soldiers endangered, because the govern-
ment cannot get wood which is procured by every private
that wants it. In the conviction that rafters can be imme-
diately obtained I have ordered the executive engineer to
Damaum in a steamer, to get the necessary wood, and I
have to request that you will use your utmost exertions to
assist him.

“ Sir R. Oliver, Indian Navy.—I have given six regiments
and received four and a half! Poor devils that we are, with
Affghan eagles ready to souse from their mountain eyries
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upon us, and Sikh crocodiles gaping from their Punjaub
rivers to swallow us up! Yet I give you quiet fellows six
for four and a half! Well I am very quiet here for all that.
Oliver, I do not know who is right and who wrong about
the Bengal and Madras troops. I know nothing about
* details, and wish to hear nothing of them ; but I know that
- right qr wrong it is a devilish serious affair for a govern-
ment to quarrel with its troops, and will end in mischief:
not now, but by establishing a raw where no skin should be
ever broken.

“8ir G. Arthur.—TI could not have mentioned the affair
of the soldiers’ starving families sooner, as I was not myself
aware of it. I received a letter from the adjutant-general,
begging that we would be more careful to send the remit-
tances for these poor people! I was astonished and ordered
an immediate enquiry as to where the fault lay, intending to
punish the culprit to the full extent of my authority. This
took up some time, as we had to write to Hydrabad. The
blame was not in Scinde, and I immediately made my report
to the governor-general, to you, and to the commander in
chief at Bombay. Mutiny was then going on among the
Madras troops in the south, and among the Bengal troops
in the north, and I saw at once the dangerous position in
which this neglect placed the troops here! So situated it
was clearly my duty to let authority know it. Sir Thomas
did know it, but was apparently not aware of the quarter in
which the neglect lay, if neglect be a sufficiently expressive
term ? His excellency thought it was in Scinde, but as far
as I can make out, after minute enquiry, this is not the case,
and T have sent a certificate to that effect from Captain
McLean the paymaster.

I send you a copy of my letter to Lord Ellenborough :
I did not want him to move in the business; all I wanted
was, that if any spirit of mutiny appeared among the troops
in Scinde it should also appear that I had given notice of
the danger to the highest authority, as well as to every other.
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I may be wrong, but think you will agree with me in consi-
dering that the most vigorous measures are necessary to
punish the guilty and thereby secure the proper confidence
which the Sepoy has in the government, but which I have
seen twice assailed in two years. You will remember the
affair of the 24th N. I. which took place at Poonah and
made the regiment very sulky. You had just arrived, and I
believe put it all right. Between ourselves Sir Thomas had
acknowledged the justice of the complaint and promised
redress two years before. They told me this on parade, and
said, We have been promised by Sir John Fitzgerald and Sir
Thomas MacMahon. What are we to believe ? Yet till you
arrived I could not get these men justice! Sir Thomas him-
self acknowledged to me that he had promised them, and was
all astonishment that they had not received their money !
“My long experience of soldiers makes me fear these
things. Men are dissatisfied, they ruminate upon them, and
they will evince their displeasure in critical moments even
though it brings danger upon themselves. The troops of
two presidencies are in a state of mutiny and it will be very
awkward if those of the third be so too! Having done
everything in my power to put matters right I am at my
ease, because confident as man can be of the good conduct
of the Bombay troops: but I must also feel that my own
eonduct has been correct, to be.able to act decisively and
with a clear conscience if any misfortune should ocour.”
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FOURTEENTH EPOCH.

FOURTH PERIOD.

Having passed the crisis of pestilence and conciliated or
daunted all the bordering mountain chiefs and Affghans;
having brought the civil government into working order
and recovered his own personal strength, Charles Napier
now resolved to make an exploring journey by the Hala
Mountains through the Jokea tribe, the chief of which was
Judged to hide strong enmity under a feigned submission.
Efforts were made by rumours of danger from violence
and the ruggedness of the country to prevent this journey,
but in vain, and his account of it will not be found without
interest, the allusions being first cleared by an explanatory
retrospect.

After the destruction of Aurengzebe’s Bazaar at Cabool,
& Vandalism and ignoble revenge, Generals Pollock and
Nott had retired from Affghanistan, their safety in the
Punjaub being insured only by the personal good faith of
Shere Sing, in opposition to his sirdars, and by the assem-
bling of Lord Ellenborough’s army of reserve, which was
ridiculed by all the Indian newspapers. /The Court of
Lahore then became a scene of treason and murder almost
unexampled, and the Kalsa army not only domineered in
its own state, but constantly menaced the British frontier.
The Affghans of Candahar and the sirdars of Khelat, who
forcibly ruled their young prince, hoped for a general con-
federacy against the British; and all the mountain Beloo-
chees were ready to join in that or any war promising
booty. The Mussulmans of India were also on the watch,
and suddenly the state of Gwalior took the field. Then
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India tottered, but Lord Ellenborough’s timely blow at
Maharajpoor steadied her again. Charles Napier mean-
while awed the Candarhees, the Khelatees, and the moun-
tain tribes; but still the Kalsa army remained like a
thunder-cloud, overhanging the Sutlege frontier, while
Sawan Mull of Mooltan, governing Sikhs with a half
independence, menaced the northern frontier of Scinde.
The Mooltan territory was bordered on the south, a&s
Scinde was on the north, by a range of mountain rocks,
trending from the Indus to the Soliman and Hala ranges;
and again, between these rocks, called the Cutchee hills, and
the Scindian frontier was a desart. In these rocks dwelt
the Murrees, the Jackranees, the Keytrians, the Mazzarees,
the Bhoogtees, the Doomkees, and other predatory tribes ;
some absolutely independent, some owning a nominal
allegiance to the Mooltan man some to the Khan of
Khelat. Robbers they were, and called themselves so,
their sense of the word however being only wild, furious,
devastating swordsmen. Of these the Doomkees under
Beja Khan, a noted chief whose fortress was at Poolagee,
westward on the edge of the desart, now made a foray
upon Scinde, and with peculiar barbarity; being instigated
to that and others which followed by the Lion, who flying
from the Candaharees had recently taken refuge amongst
the robbers. Secretly backed up by Sawan Mull of Mool-
tan, and being themselves formidable for mischief and
still more for defence, these predatory tribes by their
inroads, not only wasted the frontier of Scinde but tended
to bring the Scindian government into contempt with the
neighbouring races. The governor was therefore exceed-
ingly sensitive to this danger, and the more so that the
whole of the Hala range was filled with tribes of the same
habits though not so notoriously men of the strong hand.
It was indeed a great evil and at this time augmented by
another mischief of portentous aspect, namely, the mutinous
disposition of some Bengal regiments coming from Feroze-
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poor to reinforce the garrisons of Shikarpoor and Sukkur,
close to the robber tribes. This was an ill-judged reinforce-
ment to send, and untowardly coincident with a great expe-
riment now in progress under Lord Ellenborough’s orders,
namely, that Sir C. Napier was to assemble all the chiefs of
Scinde at Hydrabad—there to receive their salaams in state
as a manifesto to the world that Scinde was British. But
with this notice the gemeral's own story can now be better
understood.

“ Journal, March 2nd.—Sir Robert Sale is a real fine old
soldier as ever stepped. Good head, sound sense, all one
expects of the heroic defender of Jellalabad. He has told
me some curious things about Generals * #* % * and
% % % k % X% % gnd * % # * confirming the public opinion
of those recent heroes not being above par: however
% % % * jg go disliked that it is hard to believe what may
be said: Lady Sale told me, he admitted to her that he
never quitted his palanquin.

“ March 14th.—Left Kurrachee for the Hub River, which
is our frontier to the west, but if it be necessary the line of
the Pub or Hub mountains beyond the river shall be taken.
A curious proof of our tranquillity has occurred. Houssein
Ali and Khan Mohamed, son and nephew of Roostum, the
two princes who kindled the war, have sent me offers to sur-
render if I will maintain them from their former revenues.
My answer is that I will send them to the other Ameers at
Sapoor in India. This day, 1810, George and William
were wounded at Condeixa in Portugal. Would to God I
could see them once more! Ere we meet I may be in the
Punjaub, once more engaged in that glorious but terrible
game of war. If it must be, then Sawan Mull of Mooltan
you and I must play a rude game together, so look out or
you may get the worst of it; if not they must manage badly
at Ferozepoor. I will answer for Gough's left if he secures
his own front, He must however take the line of the
Hyphasis, and bold it uncrossed by an enemy or I cannot
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do much good at Mooltan : I cannot pass the Indus without
being sure of Bhawul Khan. But am I to live and die in
war! Am I to be drawn from my glorious projects of
canals and roads, and moles and civilization, again to the
damnable work of war! A bloody day is about to dawn on
the Punjaub ; great good will arise from that, but it will not
be for me. I want peace and public works of utility, not
slaughter: there is no happiness in victory !

““ March 15th, Hub River.—I am at the pass most north-
ward of two here; that nearest the sea must have been
Alexander’s, because he probably kept as near the shore as
he could. The valley of this river Hub is wide, and on
both sides are high ridges of hills, so the river is a good
boundary. Very few people apparently. One chief came
in. He was, as they all are, frightened at first, but finding
T neither barked nor bit he grew more at his ease: he is,
like all the rest, very handsome. I never see an ugly
Belooch, or ugly Scindian man; their poor women are
scarcely human. A poor little boy has just come to my
tent with his arm all bloody, having been bitten off by a
crocodile yesterday. The poor child bears it admirably.
T have sent him to Kurrachee. Poor little fellow! He
seems about ten years old and has no father or mother:
the world has gone hard with him, but I hope it will go
better now poor lad. He shall go to school, and if he learns
English he can earn his bread well in a place where inter-
preters are so scarce. 1 have been reading Lady Sale’s
book. My God what guided these people ? were they per-
fect idiots ? To read of such folly is so disgusting that I
think not to finish the book. Had she commanded all would
have gone on better.”

Returning now to Kurrachee, previous to his main journey,
he heard that his name had been mentioned in the Queen's
‘speech. '

“ Lord Fitzroy, March.—I need not say what pleasure we
have all experienced at being so highly honoured by Her
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Majesty! I send your lordship the memorial of a very
deserving man, Captain Mainwaring. He distinguished
himself at Dubba. We had just got over those two
infernal ditches when a lot of powder blew up and
tumbled us all about; the moment was critical and Cap-
tain Mainwaring behaved with great. coolness in re-forming
his company, though he was a good deal singed. Being a
witness of his behaviour I am naturally anxious that he
should succeed.”

~ This Mainwaring was & man of humour also. Being at
a dinner in Bombay, Dr. Buist was placed beside him and
very nervously spoke thus. Captain Mainwaring I suppose
I have your dislike, I am Dr. Buist of the Bombay Times.
Why should I dislike you my friend ? I never read your
paper.

“ As to Scinde there is here no feeling of country, their
attachment is to tribe : vanity and fear attach them to their
chiefs. My way was therefore clear, viz. secure the good-
will of the chief and the tribe are safe : this put the question
in a nutshell. But how manage the chiefs ? Through self-
interest without letting them grow saucy, for they are apt to
mistake civility and kindness for fear. I hanged one or
two and gave all the others everything they had from the
Ameers and more, and at the same time Lord Ellenborough
reduced some taxes. This won them all over on the left
bank among the plains, but I expected more trouble
amongst the mountains on the right bank, where they
are wild devils. Therefore I patiently bore with their
plundering until my camel corps was formed at Kurrachee,
where they knew but little what I was about. It was put
under & bon sabreur—young Fitzgerald, who has killed &
dozen in single combat, and has a head on his shoulders
though he won't leave other men’s there. The other day he
seized a chief after making a pounce on him by a march of
a hundred miles in forty-eight hours, and amongst moun-
tains! This so frightened them that, three days ago, one
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hundred and fifteen mountain chiefs came in and made
salaam. I received them with kindness and had a review,
which attained my object : my listeners tell me the greatest
chief said, If twenty thousand of us went at them not two
hundred would reach them with our swords, they are not
human, they are devils. How far this is true I cannot say,
being a little king in Scinde and kings don't always hear
truth! They were however in great astonishment and
admiration ; dnd the general opinion is that these wild
fellows will hold to their allegiance, unless my folly gives
them a convenient opportunity of safely cutting our
throats.

¢ All plundering has cesased since I launched the camel
corps, aided by irregular horse and a strong police ; and by
the previous delay a great number of villages have been
gained to our side, for they suffered and got angry with
the robbers. Lord Ellenborvugh is my great support; for
right and wrong are not the rules in India, and but for bim
I should have been unable to get through my work. They
who think he leaves everything here to me are wrong; he
looks with indefatigable energy into everything and directs
all the chief points : his mind is most searching ; it gauges
everything, and his plans are noble and generous to the
people. I work com amore, for I have the same wishes,
and the added one to gain his good opinion : he has saved
India if ever a man saved a country. ‘

‘¢ The duke will of course hear that there are discontents
amongst the troops of the Bengal and Madras presidencies.
I do not know the details of the question. The rice seere of
two pounds is not dearer here than in the Bombay presi-
dency ; but the Bengal Sepoy only gets sixteen seeres of
food for a rupee here, instead of the eighty seeres he gets
in Bengal. At least in that proportion is the expence of
his food here and there, as I am told by Bengal officers.
The Bombay Sepoy is a quiet good soldier in any case, but
coming to Scinde he gains and therefore is contented. The
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great military evil of India which strikes me is this. All
the old officers get snug places, and regiments are left to
boys. The 8th N.I. were on parade for inspection last
week eight hundred strong, and there were only three
officers, of whom two had not been dismissed drill! This
will not do: the men look to the native officer; and he,
teaching the sakeb, naturally looks upon him as his pupil
not his master. Some day evil will arise from all this. If
I had a voice I would insist upon field officers being with
their regiments and not holding civil situations, at least not
more than one field officer and one captain being away on
civil employments. That officers do civil duties far better
than civil servants T have not the slightest doubt, but then
there ought to be more officers. Sir Thomas Munro, I hear,
said he thought three officers were sufficient for regiments.
This is high authority, yet I confess to thinking him wrong;
or else, which is very possible, the state of the army and
style of officer have changed : not altogether better nor
altogether worse, but become different.

“ Taking the Company’s officers altogether they are very
accomplished men, with great professional knowledge ; espe-
cially of staff duties, in which I consider them, generally

.speaking, superior to ours: as regimental officers they are

inferior, but the Sepoy is such a good man he requires no

'looking after. Lord W. Bentinck, by abolishing flogging

has left no punishment when an army is before the enemy.
I did, entre nous, make free with the law and the cat, break-
ing one and using the other. I shall be hanged one day!
The rules here are strange. I am in the field and may at
any moment be in the midst of enemies; yet I cannot
inflict the slightest punishment by a general court-martial
on either officer or private soldier! That is to say if he
belongs to the Bengal side; if he belongs to the Bombay
side I can, my two warrants being different. If these
Sepoys were not the best men in the world they would
give their commander much trouble. Every Sepoy, if
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punished, is turned out of the service: thus if the finest
soldier in the army commits a fault, requiring perhaps
punishment by hard labour for a day, he is turmed out
and lost. But I have been in situations where I could
not turn them out, for they would either starve or have
their throats cut; so I did all my work by the provost
marshal. At this the papers were wrath, and called upon
the Sepoys to resist the fiery old jfool at their head.”

He was now on his journey through the Jokea country.

“ Sir G. Arthur, March 80th. Camp.—It is hard to
write in a high wind, and it is killing to shut it out! 1
have been along the bank of the Pubb or Arabis River, and
am now going to visit Hydrabad. I find, what I suspected,
that the Jam of the Jokeas does not approve of my new line
of road, projected to go through his little fastnesses, which
I mean to pass to-morrow. Having but a slender escort,
now is his time, he would have given his eyes for such
an opportunity last year, but now he loves me as tenderly
as if I was his dearest friend, thanks to the carabines of the
Scinde horse! He is one, if not the only one left of the
Scindian nobles. He was, he told me, the last of the
Kallora men who yielded to the Belooch Talpoors, and that
not till the Kallora king yielded.—‘I am also the last that
has yielded to you, and as I was faithful to the Talpoors so
I will be to the British.” I told him he was quite right, as
being hanged was very unpleasant. Since we put down
Shere Mohamed he has behaved tolerably well, but having
no faith whatever in this crafty old chief I am resolved to
open out his country well. He is a fine-looking old man,
but cunning about the eyes as nearly all these fellows
are.

“I agree with you in thinking a government newspaper
would be a useful thing. If Sir Charles Metcalfe flattered
himself that he had established a free press here, poor man,
he was woefully mistaken. I have not the slightest objection
to a free press, or to any press where people are obliged to

VOL. III. E
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sign their names to personal attacks; but if one has no paper
to speak truth in, and no lawyer that dares to prosecute, the
most infamous accusations can be pnt forth at pleasure, and
the public has a right to believe what is not contradicted or
prosecuted! A government paper would set the publie
right : neither Pitt nor Fox were above this. For my part
I like to let truth come out, and not let falsehood fly her
colours on the field without an opponent. I would punish
the Bombay Times if I could, and as to. its doing the
paper good, I would not mind that; all I want is that the
public should hear the truth. I am now accused of
giving Graham the place of boat master. I did no such
thing: so much the reverse is the truth, that Preedy gave
it to him and I not only refused to sanction it but turned
Graham out. It is thus those anonymous writers go on.

“ The Murrees and Bhoogtees have a war, and the latter
have slain a number of the former. The gathering of these
tribes frightened my commandant at Sukkur, and he wrote
to me thus. We have nowhere to march upon! nowhere
to retreat to! It might be another Cabool affair. 1 told
him he was unfit to command, and sent Gen. Simpson to
Sukkur at once before such an alarmist could injure the
spirit of the troops: these tribes and the bad spirit of the
Bengal troops at this moment require firmer nerves than
his. He has a strong garrison, a fortress and steamers, and
the desert, and three of the best partizan officers of India
in his suite, viz. Tait, Malet and Fitzgerald! God bless the
man, I believe he is a good man, but the spirit of the troops
must not be injured if he was the best in all India.

“M. Genl. Napier, March 28rd.—The papers will tell
you the Bengal and Madras troops are not in a right state.
My chaps are all sound. There is a manner in all the
soldiers towards me that makes me feel I can do anything
with them: they know my high opinion of them and that I
take their part against wrong. '

‘“ All the mountain.chiefs have made salaam. One hun-
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dred and fifteen arrived here two days ago. A dozen miles
off they halted with their armed followers and sent me word
They were come. Very welcome! Make your salaam, but
if you come with arms woe betide you. Down went the
arms. I received them haughtily, asking why they had
hung back so long? We were frightened and dared not
appear in your presence. Of what were you afraid? We
do not know. You are our king, we now lie at your feet
and pray for pardon.

“Chiefs. Have I done evil to any man except in battle?
“No! you have been merciful to all, everybody says so.

“ Why then were you afraid? We do not know. Pardon,
and we will guard all our country from enemies.

“I do not want you to guard anything: you saw my
camel corps. What I want is that you should be good ser-
vants to the Queen my mistress. We will. Salaam then to
her picture, they did so, and then I said, There is peace
between us. All Scinde belongs to my Queen: we are now
fellow subjects and I am here only to do justice. But mark !
If, after this, any chief plunders I will enter his country and
destroy his tribe. You all know the battles were won with
a few thousand men. Now we have here fifteen thousand,
and a hundred thousand more will come at my call: hence
my threat is not an idle one. 1 give now to each man his
jaghire, and all he had under the Ameers. Then they cried
out, You are our king. Let it be so, we are your slaves.

‘ Having thus assured them I said, My soldiers shall be
shewn to you in order of battle to honour you. They did
not seem to like this; few had ever seen Europeans before
and seemingly they feared a massacre was designed: their
terror was evident. Then I sought to reassure them by
asking questions about the battles of some who had been
there and knew me. Why did you run away at Dubba
when the cavalry charged ? One quickly answered, Be-
cause we were frightened ; and that is the reason why I was
unwilling to come before you now, for they say you like

E 2
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those best who fought best, and don’t like those who run
away. The moonshee said to another chief, You were in
our rear at Meeanee with ten thousand men? No, only
eight thousand, he answered instantly. He is a shrewd old
fellow and told me of all the tribes that were then bearing
down on us: we should have had eighty thousand within a
few days. His account tallies exactly with my knowledge,
only he makes out that it would have taken six days; but the
place he mentions as that where they heard of the battle
proves that they were much closer. Thus I amused them
for a good hour, laughing and joking about the battles; but
there were three or four stern unbending savage-looking
ruffians, evidently ripe for mischief and only yielding to cir-
cumstances, and I resolved they should see our troops.
“They obeyed my invitation, despite of their fears, and
at four o'clock attended on horseback at my door. We rode
to the field with my escort, under Ali Bey, who watches over
me like a cat over a mouse. I took my guests to a hill in
front and threw out skirmishers; that they seemed to hold
cheap, but when the line advanced it was different. That’s
the way you came on at Dubba said a Lhugaree clansman,
and the others called out, By Allah! it is a wall, a moving
wall! Nothing can stand that! Oh Padishaw you are
master of the world! Who can stand before you? Now
look again I said, and, as previously ordered, a long sus-
tained file fire went on until the air was well agitated and
we could not hear each other speak, and then the line
charged with shouts. These things surprized them most
and drew forth exclamations of Oh Padishaw, &c. The
guns kept a good fire also, and then we formed square, and
"darkness having fallen, the sheets of flame covering each
square and the rapid march of the guns over some rocky
heights delighted them. Seeing this I dismissed them
saying—You have now had the same honour as we pay to
kings. This was agreeable and I think we may count upon
their fears for a long time. So much for the mountaineers.
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“There can be no general conspiracy kept secret in
Scinde. The Hindoos and Musselmans hate each other;
and the former would give information of any Belooch mis-
chief, because they know their own throats would first feel
the knife and they live amongst each other; and as the
Hindoos and Scindees preponderate in number I think we
are safe. As for the exterior: when the Affghans got the
last shilling from the Lion they made a man whisper to his
servant, so near his tent that he could hear, that the servant
had better escape for they had sold Mahomed to me for 2}
lacs of rupees. The poor Lion leaped upon his horse and
fled to the Bhoogtees’ hills, where he has friends; but the
Bhoogtees have a quarrel with the Murrees, who lie between
them and us, and the Lion is thus in ‘@ fiz.” The Sikhs
are as yet at peace; but their army is master of all, and
seventy thousand strong, with a mischievous disposition and
a good artillery.

“I am going to raise two battalions of Scindees and Be-
loochees as an experiment, without much confidence in
them at present, except against the Sikhs; but a failure will
not hurt me, for if they joined an enemy with their arms
two battalions more orless would not turn me out of Scinde.
I mean also to construct Martello towers round each sta-
tion, to enable a small force to maintain them while the
mass moved to healthier spots at bad seasons: for though
we must hold Hydrabad Sukkur and Kurrachee at all
risks, the troops shall if possible be moved from the river
influence in autumn. This is however difficult, for he runs
after us in these vast plains; and there are no roads, no
materials, and no food in the hills, all is barren! Then -
water: that is our difficulty. Yet perseverance and pa-
tience will do much, and ceconomy in what will admit of it.
I govern Scinde for less than £90,000 a year, including my
police, and most anxious am I about this matter; but in
lodging troops not only well but grandly there ought to be
no parsimony. Lofty barracks are very expensive, yet ab-
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solutely necessary to sustain the Scindian heat. Grand
architecture is not my meaning, but high rooms, thick
walls, and plenty of rooms.

“ My camel corps made a march of a hundred miles in
forty-eight hours to seize a chief; this was with common
baggage animals: when we get riding camels Fitzgerald
has no doubt of going two hundred miles in the same time !
Each beast carries two men, one, the driver, armed with a
short musquet and a sword; the other, a fighting Sepoy,
armed with a musquet and bayonet. For action the Sepoys
dismount, form and advance while the camels are placed in
a circle with their heads inward and fastened together with
bars, which hook on the halters from nose to nose, so that
they cannot rise. The baggage is in the centre, and the
drivers with their short fire-arms stand between the animals
in defence of the living redoubt.

“You may well say some of the editors of newspapers are
nice fellows. I am under ban here for not being afraid of
them: I lashed out at & public dinner, and their fury
makes me laugh. They say I am more obliged to the
press of India than any man ever was before ; that it abused
the Duke of Wellington ten times as much after the
battle of Assaye as it has done me!’ a nice character of
themselves : but I never complained of their abuse. They
have attacked George at the Cape, and his work is of a
quieter nature than mine, the fighting part of which knocked
them over. But the good he has been doing by preventing
war and massacre there with steadiness and impartiality has
of course attracted all their scurrility. He will look back
with pleasure to his honorable and useful government; and
the promptness with which he sent off reinforcements to
Port Natal shews the energy with which he would have
acted had a decided war broken out: I doubt a better
governor being found for the Cape, and am sure it has
never before had so good a one. He is however too
frank and honorable for Cape colonists, Dutch Boers, and
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Kaffir barbarians, the last in my belief the best of the
three.

“You say rightly that ¢the shout of the 22nd in the
battle was worth a million! and the cheers after the battle
worth a million more” The same thing happened at
Dubba. What are courtly honours after that? That mi-
serable wretch Buist made a comparison between Moore's
retreat and the Cabool massacre, before I left Poonah. I
answered him. And I will assuredly take an opportunity
of publicly expressing my admiration of, and my obliga-
tions to Moore : 