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PREFACE.
F all the various branches of literature,

which convey iiiftrucflion or amufement to

mankind, none afford fo great a proportion

of both, upon fuch eafy terms, as Hiilory.

Every flep we proceed in it, encreafes our

ardour ; and the pleafure we receive, makes

us confider it as an agreeable relaxation.

The intervals of peace, however much
they may be efleemed the feafons of happi-

nefs, furnifii few events deferving the atten-

tion of an hiftorian. The animated exer-

tions of war, can alone give full fcope to all

the nobler paihons. They call forth into

ad:ion, the elevated virtues of courage, ge-

neroiity, and difintereflednefs ; and produce

deeds, worthy of being tranfmitted to po-

ilerity.

When a people are infulted by enemies

they have long been accuftomed to conquer,

and their exiftence as a nation is endanger-o

ed, it is then too late to enquire, minutely,

into the caufes which have brought them

into this lituation. The conjunclure calls

for the immediate exertion of whatever

a
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wifdom or vigour is J^ft am.ong them ; and

the man. who with-holds his a-fiftance, on

any pretence, is an enemy to his country.

It' is a common caufe ; in which every one

is interefied, and in v^^hich all iliould be

engaged : the blunders of adminiflration,

and the violence of oppoiition, ought to

be forgotten ; and the gratification of per-

fonal animoiities, fliould give Vx^ay to the

general good of the. community.

Such, now, is the fituation of Britain.

A deftrud^ive war, begun on principles, at

beil, of a doubtful nature, and profecuted,

hitherto, with little fuccefs, has apparently

reduced us to a very low ebb. Taking

adv^antage of the unhappy contention with

oar American colonies, the perfidious houfe

of Bourbon, without the Hiadow of provo-

cation, has interpofed; and is endeavouring

to cmili, in this moment of adverfity, the

nation, which, in better times, was wont

to make her tremble. Our dom.efdc dif-

fcntions have likewife contributed to the

general dillrefs, by depriving us of that

iirength, which is ever the attendant of

nadonal union.

At fuch a criiis, to roufe the drooping

fpiri: of the people, to encourage the timidj
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to revive the defpondlng, and to animate

the brave, is the indifpenlible duty of every

friend to his couhtry ; for, by vigorouily

refenting an injury, and avenging an infult,

we lay the moll foUd foundation of peace,

independence, and fafety.

The hiflory of a war, fomewhat fimilar

in its commencement to the prefent ; un-

fortunate in its beginning ; but, in which,

by fpirited meafures,
^
the tranfition from

defpondency to exultation, was both {ud-

den and extraordinary ; muft have an ob-

vious tendency to excite the fpirit of a peo-

ple, whofe characleritlics arc fortitude and

a love of their country—Upon this prin-

ciple, the foUovs'ing.pages are offered to the

Public.

The author vfould have little to dread

from tire feverity of criticifm, if the execu-

tion of the v/prk was in any degree propor-

tionable to the importance of the fubjedl.

—To place the momentous occurrences, of

the lad war in the moil ftriking light, to

retrench the i^jperfluityof trifling anecdotes,

to avoid the extremes of exuberance and

abridgment, and to give every object the

due proportion it ought to maintain in the

picture, without crowding tile canvar., v/as

a- 2
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Ills intention : how far he has fucceeded,

mil ft be left to the judicious to determine.

—Uninfluenced by party, and unawed by

power, he has endeavoured to place men
and meafures in their proper light; and

has attempted, wherever it was pra<5licable,

to point out thofe motives of action,' which

lead to the true developement of characler.

Conjeclurc, however, has never been wan-

tonly or licentioufly indulged ; and, where

the fubjedl v*'as intricate, fads, related vvrith-

ouz prejudice, are left to fpeak for theni-

, feives.

Perhaps no period ever produced more

copious or minute accounts of public tranf-

cclions. From the moil authentic of thefe,

te 1;.:? derived his materials.* But as they

ware frequently the vehicle of party, pre-

judice, and perfonal animodty, the repre-

lenting facts in their jull hght, was attend-

ed vriih no' fhiall dpf?V^?e of difl^culty.

^J...J ^1 »<»—

*= The-g-zettespubllfhed by both nationo—Mod: of the

pe.iodical iMiblicatJops SmoUet's hiftory of Englaiid----

T^n^ick's Q-erer;>'; hiftorv of the late war Molyneux's con-

junct expeditions- --Lloyd's hiftory of the German war 175.6

r.rd I ;-7---0/me's military trai^Iaclior.s of the Eritifh nation

in Iiiut.'Raa---Auiraal Regiiler, d'c. cr.
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GREAT BRITAIN.

CHAP. I.

Origin of the difpute between Great Britain and

France—Warlike preparations—'Two French Jhips

taken— Operations in America—Braddock*s un^

fortunate expedition—GeneralJohnfon defeats the

French—An invafion threatened— Fort St Phi-

lip's taken—Fate of Byng.

THE exhaufted fituation of the contending 1748.

powers at the conclufion of the war in '
^

1748, and the equality of their remaining

force, gave juft grounds of expectation, that the

peace of Aix-la-Chapelle would prove happy and

lading. Each nation ftill continued in a ftate of

defence. The fear with which the one infpired

the other made them cautious of offending ; and

the inhabitants of Europe indulged themfelves in

the pleafmg hope of enjoying, for many years, the

bleffmgs of eafe and tranquillity.

The turbulent ambition of the French, de-

firous of recovering, by underhand encroachments.
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1^53* what they had given up by treaty, renewed once

more thofe fcenes of blood and devaftation, which

already had exhaufted the ftrength, and depopu-

j|^ lated the principal kingdoms of Europe.

To invefligate, with a tedious exaftnefs, the

remote caufes which gave rife to the war ; to

dwell, with minute prolixity, on fkirmifhcs and

engagements, neither important in themfelves,

nor interefling in their confequences, is not our in-

tention : nor would the limits, to which we have

confined ourfclves, permit us to exhibit fo un-

entertaining a detail. The brevity, however, with

which matters of little moment are paiTed over,

wall be compenfated by a full and particular rela-

tion, wherever the dignity of the objed; fcems to

require it.

Difpute The difpute between Great Britain and France
about Nova . . . r i i- • r
Scotia. origmated from the uncertamty or the hmits oi

their American territories. Partly from the inat-

tention, and partly from the ignorance, of the ne-

gotiators of both courts, at the peaces of Utrecht

and Aix-la-Chapelle, the boundaries of Acadia or

Nova Scotia were never diftindtly afcertained. Suc-

ceeding negotiations, equallytedious and inetFeftual,

ferved only to increafe the confufion ; and it be-

came obvious, from the fteady inflexibility of both

parties, that the fword alone could terminate the

conteft.

French en- ANOTHER fourcc of Contention arofe from a

ments on caufc, which, though it had hitherto efcaped ob-
ths Ohio,

f^^^r^tion, was equally intricate with the former,

and tended to -produce the fame confequences.

The French, from a claim of prior difcovery, had
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taken poffeffion of the country adjacent to the ri- ^7j^4-

vers Miffiffippi and Ohio, to which they had given the

name of Louifiana. They intended, by a regular

chain of forts, to join thofe fettlements with their

Canadian poiTeffions. By thefe means, the Enghfli '

would have been efFedually excluded from any

fhare in the Indian trade ; and would alio, in cafe

of a war, have been expofed to continual inroads

and alarms. Upon the execution of this plan,

however, the profperity, if not the exiftence, of

the French colonies in North America depended ;

and it was equally evident, if Britain fuffered it to

take place, that the confequences would prove fa-

tal and deftruftive to her own fettlements.

While France was endeavouring to amufe the duplicity of

T» • -n • 1 • 11 • • 1 • /- the French.

Britifh court with idle negotiations and infmcerc

declarations, fhe was fecretly preparing to fupport

her encroachments by force of arms. Accuftom-

ed to French duplicity, and not deceived by her

profeffions, Britain was equally affiduous in war-

like preparations ; and particularly in putting her

navy on the moft refpe£lable footing*. Troops had,

* Th? Englifh
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1 755' in the mean time, been fecretly fent off by both

AMERICA, nations to America. The Britifh colonies had in-

ftruftions to ufe their utmoft endeavours to repel

the incurfions of the enemy ; and they were given

# to underftand, that they would be fupported by a

body of Britifli troops, under Major-General Brad-

dock, who was appointed commander in chief in

America.

The condud of the American provinces, on this

occafion, was neither fuitable to their own danger,

nor to the intereft of the mother-country. Con-

fcious of their fervices during the preceding war,

they were offended at an Englifli general's being

appointed to command them. The difpofitions

they made therefore for affifting and co-operating

with the troops from Britain were feeble and diffi-

pated ; and, in every meafure adopted for that pur-

pofe, there was an evident want of unanimity.

,

The character of the general himfelf was by

no means calculated to remove thefe difaffeclions.

However unexceptionable as a man of courage, he

was in every other refpecl unfit for the employ-

ment. Haughtinefs of temper, and aufterity of

manners, were qualities but ill fuited to make a

favourable imprcffion on thofe amongfl whom he

was deftined to act. Unacquainted with the nature

of the country, the genius of the people, and their

peculiar mode of fighting, he treated with con-

tempt the haU-dirciplined but brave troops of the

Provinces. Accullomed to the minute fervice of

the parade, he exerted the mofh fevere difcipline

amongft his own foldiers ; but he wanted that af-

fability of temper v/hich makes foldiers fubmit with
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cheerfulnefs. They dreaded him as a commander, ^75?'

they difliked him as a man. America.

The expedition, in which the Britifh and Pro- Biaddock's

. , .
,

unfortunate

vmcial troops, amountmg to about 2200, were to expedition.

aft in conjundion, was againfl: Fort du C^efne,

which commanded the entrance into the countries

on the Ohio and MilTiffippi.

Had General Braddock pofleffed every qualifi-

cation requilite for fuch an enterprife, it mufl be

acknowledged that he laboured under innumerable

difficulties, and was, in a great meafure, deftitute

of the neceffaries which alone could enable him

to perfed it. By the negligence of the Virginian

contraftors, a fufficient quantity of provifions and

carriages were not prepared ; and the fupplying

of thofe neceffary articles occafioned a delay of

fome weeks.

These difficulties were at lad furmounted. He Marcbcsfor

marched from Fort Cumberland in Virginia on Quefne.

the I oth of June ; and encamped, on the 8th of

July, within ten miles of Fort du Quefne, with an

army of 1400 men; having left the remainder of

his troops to bring up the ftores and heavy bag-

gage. He continued his march next day. AA-

vancing carelefsly, unmindful of thofe precautions

fo neceffary in a country abounding with woods

and thickets, he was faluted, about mid-day, with Fails into

a fevere and heavy fire, full in his front, and all 1^^^^^^^^'

along his left flank. This fudden and unexpefted

attack, from an enemy who could not be feen, was

accompanied with the horrid fliouts of Indians,

which excited the greateft terror amongil the

troops, efpecially the regulars, who were entirely
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1755.

AMERICA.

Defeated

and flain.

unacquainted with it.—The whole army was thrown

into confufion ; they fled with precipitation, and all

the efforts of their gallant officers proved inefFeftual

to flop them. In this moment of difficulty and dan-

ger, it was hard to fay whether the intrepidity or

imprudence of the general were mod confpicuous.

Inftead of endeavouring to retreat, till he could

make ufe of his artillery, and by that means clear

the buffies of the enemy, he gave orders to form

regularly, and to advance. In the mean time, his

officers and men fell thick around him. Every fire

from the enemy did dreadful execution, and in-

creafed the flight and diforder. Eraddock himfelf,

after having had five horfes killed under him, re-

ceived a mufket-iliot through his lungs, of which

he died in a few days 5 atoning, by an honourable

death, for the errors of his condud.——The Pro-

vincial troops, fo much defpifed, proved now eflen-

tially ufeful. They bravely formed, and advanced

againfl: the Indians ; and to their gallant behaviour

was it owing, that the whole army was not cut off.

—The lofs, in this unfortunate affair, amounted to

near 700 men; and the officers, who were fmgled

out by the enemy, fell in a much greater propor-

tion than is ufual. The number of the enemy is

faid to have been 900 men, moftly Indians ; and

their lofs quite inconfiderable. The remainder of

the army retreated with precipitation to Fort Cum-,

berland, leaving behind them all the artillery.

bai ?gage, &C^'

* The fcene of this difafter liad been peculiarly unfortunate to the

p.nglifii.— In the year 1754, Colonel WalTiington, with a body of 409

Provincials, having erefted a temporary fort on the Ohio^ was attack-*

cd, defeated, and taken i)rjfoiier, by the French.
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Though the progrefs of the Britifli arms, in the '755-

northern provinces, was neither marked by any America.

decifive events, nor attended with important con-

fequences, it derived a luftre from being contrafted *

with the unfortunate enterprife againft Fort du

<^efne.—^Three expeditions were refolved upon

;

one againft Crown Point, another againft the fort

at Niagara, and a third to reduce the French forts

in Acadia.

The firft of thefe was planned under the di- f^tf
'*"'

reftion, and executed under the command, of Ge- cnnva
. Point,

•neraljohnfon, a gentleman of Ireland, who had li-

ved, from his earliefl: youth, in the Indian country

adjacent to the Mohawk river. By adopting the

cuftoms, and learning the language of that people

;

by redrefling their wrongs, and alleviating their di-

ftrelfes ; he acquired a degree of influence over

them which no European had ever pofleffed. They

reverenced him as a father, they obeyed him as

a fovereign. By a noble difmtereftnefs, he made

ufe of the power he had over them for the fervice

of his country.-^—Having, for many years, dignified

the charafter of a merchant by the extenfivenefs

and liberality of his dealings, the love of his coun-

try prompted him to adopt the lefs tranquil but

more honourable employment of a foldier.

At the head of about five thoufand men, Ge- ^^""^^^
'

Joluiloii

neral Johnfon encamped at Lake George, on the ejicampsat

. 6th of September, in a very ftrong fituation. Re- ceorgf.

ceiving intelligence that a confiderable number of

the enemy were advancing from Ticonderoga, he

detached a thoufand men, befides Indians, to inter-

cept them. Thefe were repulfed with confiderable
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'755'

AMERICA.

Attacked
by the

French.

Defeats

them.

lofs ; and, in a few hours, the enemy, more nu-

merous than imagined, appeared marching towards

the camp, in the moft perfed order. By begin-

ning their attack at too great a diftance, the fire of

the French was partly inefFe£lual, and gave time to

the Englifh to recover the confufion which the fud-

den appearance of fo numerous an enemy had oc-

cafioned. No fooner did the Englifh artillery be-

gin to play upon the enemy, than their Canadians

and Indians fled, as ufual, to the bufhes. Unfup-

ported by thefe auxiliaries, the French general flill

kept up his fire againfl the camp, which did very

little execution ; while his own troops fufFered

greatly. At laft, General Johnfon, perceiving the

enemy in fome confufion, left his intrenchments,

attacked them on all fides, and obtained a com-

plete vidory. The lofs of the French amounted

to near 800 men, and that of the Englifh to about

0,00.—As the feafon was now deemed to be too

far advanced to proceed to the attack of Crown

Point, the army returned to Albany.—The gene-

ral, as a reward for his gallant behaviour, was

created a baronet, and prefented with 5 cool, by

the parliament.

The attempt upon Niagara, from the flownefs

of the preparations, and the latenefs of the feafon,

proved altogether abortive.—General Shirley, who

commanded in this expedition, after having tra-

verfed an immenfe trad of country, and rein-

forced the garrifon of Ofwego with about 700 men,

returned without having atchieved any thing wor-

thy of being related.
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The expedition agaiuft the French in Nova Sco- i755-

tia was fuccefstul, and fully anfwered the end pro- America.

pofed. The fort of Beau-fejour was taken by

a body of Provincial troops, under the command

of Colonel Monckton ; who, after having defliroy-

ed the forts on St. John's river, and difarmcd the

French Indians and Acadians, effeduaily cftablifh-

cd the tranquillity of Nova Scotia.

Affairs were in this fituation, when intcUi- europe.

gence was received, that a powerful armament was

ready to fail from Breft. A fquadron was imme-

diately fitted out, and the command given to Ad-

miral Bofcawen, an experienced feaman, and a

brave officer, who had orders to intercept and at-

tack the French fleet, wherever he (hould meet

them. He failed immediately for the banks of New- Admiral
•^ r.oicawcn

foundland, and arrived there a few days ttfore the fails for

French fquadron. The thick fogs, which prevail hnd.

on thofe coalls, prevented the two armaments from

feeing each other ; and, by that means, the French

fleet reached its deftination in the river St. Lau-

rence. Two fixty-four gun fliips, however, theAl-

cide and Lys, having been feparated from the reft '^^kes two
French

of the ficet, were taken, after a fmart refiftance, (hips.

by two fliips of the Britifli fquadron. In this en-

gagement, the good condud: and intrepidity of

Captain (afterwards Lord) Howe were eminently

diftinguifhed.

The taking of thofe fliips, though complained

of and reprefented by the French as a breach of

national faith, was fufficiently juftified by their en-

croachments in America. It contributed, in a great
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^755; meafurc, to bring matters to a crifis. No long"

EUROPE, er under a neceflity of difguifing their intentions,

both nations avowedly declared their relblution of

fupporting their refpedive claims, and redoubled

their preparations for war.

Though the ceremony of denouncing war was

delayed from political reafons, orders had been

given for the Britilh fhips to take all the French

veifcls they met with ; and, during the courfe of

the year, upwards of 300, many of them with rich

cargoes, were carried into the ports of Great

Britain.

The Inadivity and tamenefs of the French, on

this occafion, altoniflied all Europe. Inftcad of

attempting reprifals, they contented thcmfclvcs

with complaining loudly of the injuftice of Bri-

tain, and reprefented thefe acts of hoftility as a

violation of the law of nations* They carried this

affedled averfion to hoflilities fo far, as to return

an Englifli fhip of war which they had taken.

At lad their mafk of moderation was removed.

They formed two defigns ; the one the conquefl

of Minorca, the other an attempt upon Hanover.

The firfl of thefe owed the fuccefs with which it

was attended, more to the fupinenefs and inatten-

tion of the Enghfli miniftry, than to the wifdom

and dexterity with which it was planned and exe-

cuted.—-To draw off the attention of the Englifn

French from their real defigns, they brought down troops

an invafion. to the coafts of Picardv, Normandy, and Britany,

under a lliew of invading Great Britain. This

produced the defircd effeft. The Englifh natioa

was feized with the utmod conlternafion. The
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ininiftry hefitated, and feemed confcious of their ^75<^»

negleft. The army was known to be infufficient europe.

to defend a wide-extended fca-coaft from invaiion

;

and the eftabliihment of a naiional mihtia, though

often propofed, had not yet taken place.

It was on her navy alone that Britain could

depend for protection . From a juft fenfe of its im-

portance, jfhe confiders it as the fole fupport of the

national dignity. It is the center of all her hopes,

it is the fourcc of all her riches. A numerous

fleet is equipped and manned with the fame expe-

dition as the raifmg of a fmgle battalion.—On the

other hand, an increafe of the (landing army is

ever looked upon with a jealous eye, as inimical

to liberty. Whenever, therefore, Britain, unhappi-

ly for hetfelf, requires a powerful land-force, fhc

is obliged to apply for affiftance to other ftates.

In her prefent fituation, fuch an application was

deemed neceflary. Her treacherous allies denied

their aid. The Dutch, in particular, though in-

debted to Britain for their very being, refufed to

perform their ftipulated engagements, upon pre-

tences equally fliallow and evafive. Accordingly,

a body of 8000 Heffians was engaged to be em-
ployed, if required, upon the continent, or in Bri-

tain or Ireland. A treaty fmiilar to this, but

much more extenfive, was begun with Ruffia, of

which we fliall have occafion to fpeak more fully

afterwards.

While the apprehn-ifions of an immediate in-

vafion had pervaded all ranks of people in Britain

;

while the miniftry were endeavouring to guard,

with an almofl childiih timidity, againfl " fuch at-

B 2
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^75^- tacks as v/ere threatened but to amufe, and were

EUROPE, not intended, a French fquadron of twelve iliips

of the line, commanded by the Admiral GalliiTo-

niere, with 12,000 troops on board, under the

Duke de Richlieu, failed from Toulon ; and,

landing in Minorca, opened trenches before the

Fort St. fortrefs of St. Philip's, on the 25th of April. The

$icged. miniftry had been repeatedly apprifed of the defign

of the French againil Minorca ; but, fuch was

their negligence and inattention, that not the lead

precaution was taken to prevent it. The reprefen-

tations of the Englifh confuls in the Mediterranean,

refpefting the French naval preparations at Toulon,

and the remonftrances of General Blakeney, dcr

puty-governor of Minorca, fetting forth the weak-

nefs of the garrifon of the fortrefs of St. Philip,

w^ere treated with the fame indifference and dif-

regard.—^It was naturally expelled, that the mi-

niflry, roufed at lail from their lethargy, would

endeavour to compenfate for their former inafti-

vity by the vigour and importance of their mea-

fures. Ten Ihips of the hne, poorly manned, and

badly accommodated in every refpeft, were de-

ftined for an expedition, on the fuccefs of which

the fafety of one of the moft valuable poifeffions of

Britain depended. The command of this fquadron

was vefi:ed in Admiral Byng, an officer little dillin-

guiflied in the navy, and whofe courage and acti-

vity, from want of opportunity to fignalize him-

felf, were at bed but of a doubtful nature.

v^dmirai The admiral failed from Spithead on the 7th of

for Its le- April, and arrived at Gibraltar, after a tedious paf-

' fag^j on the 2d of May. Being reinforced by fe-

deral other fliips, and a detachment from the gar-
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rlfon, he failed from Gibraltar on the 8th of the ^75^-

fame month, and arrived off Minorca on the 19th. europe.

About fix o'clock in the evening, the enemy, to

the number of feventeen fail, appeared advancinj:^

in order of battle. The evening vi^as fpent by both

fleets in endeavouring to get the advantage of the

"Weather-gage.

At day-light, on the 20th, the French fleet

could not be defcried ; but, foon re-appearing, the

line of battle was formed on both fides, and, about

two. Admiral Byng made the fignal to engage.

Rear-admiral Weft, an officer of approved ability

and refolution, bore down with his divifion upon

the enemy, and attacked them with fuch impetuo- Engage-

lity, that the fhips oppofed to his were driven out the French

of the Une. Inftead of fupporting the rear-admi-

ral, Mr Byng, either from a defire flridly to pre-^

ferve the line, or from an inexcufable timidity,

kept at the greatefl: difl:ance, and made little or no

ufe of his artillery. By this means, in all probabi-

lity, the Britifli fleet lofl: an opportunity of gaining

a capital advantage over the enemy. The French

admiral difcovered the fame difmclination to conti-

nue the engagement ; he edged away with an eafy

fail, while Mr Byng made a fhow of giving chace.

Both fleets were out of fight of each other next

morning.—.Thus ended this doubtful engagement;,

in which the wonted fuperiority of the Englifli by
fea was by no means confpicuous. The French

laid claim to the victory ; and indeed the retreat

of Admiral Byng was produ£tive of all the confe-

quences of a defeat. Under a pretext of providing

for the fafety of Gibraltar, he repaired thither

with the utmofl: expedition.
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^75^- The garrifon of St. Philip's, thus fliamefully

BijROPE. abandoned to the enemy, inllead of giving them-

felves up to defpair, refolved to behave with fpirit,

and to defend the place to the laft extremity.

From the 20th of May to the 27th of June, they

fuftained and retorted the enemy's fire with the

moft undaunted refolution. At laft, the works be-

ing in many places demolillied, the guns difmount-

ed, the garrifon exhaufted with hard duty and in-

Fortst. ccifant watching, and the little probability there

I'urrendeied remained of being relieved, a capitulation was de-

Sendi, nianded, and granted upon honourable terms..—

The fortrefs was accordingly delivered up to the

French on the 28th of June.§

§ Though the general defign of this work precludes a minute rela-

tion of the adtions of individuals, yet, amidft the mifcondu(f\ and mif-

carriages of this inaufpicious period, there is a pleafure in exhibiting a

charader worthy of imitation, and deferving of the higheft praife.

—

Captain Cunningham (of Enterkine), a Scots gentleman, who afted as

fecond engineer at Minorca, being preferred to a majority at home, had

repaired to Nice in Italy, in order to take his pafTage in a fhip for En-

gland. Having received certain intelligence that the French armament

was deflined for the place he had quitted, and recollefting that the

chief engineer at Minorca was dilabled by the gout, and that a num-

ber of things were wanting for the defence of the fortrefs ; notwith-

ftanding his lady, whom he tenderly loved, was juft delivered, and

two of his children were dangeroufly ill of the fmall-pox, he hefitated

not a moment, but facrificed the calls of conjugal and parental afTedion

to the honour and fervice of his country. He purchafed timber for

the platforms, and other ncceflaries for the garrifon, hired a vcfRl

to tranfport them thither ; and, tearing himfelf from his wife and

children, failed direftly for Minorca. In the courfe of the liege, he

acquitted himfelf with the greateft vigilance, Ikill, and aftivity ;

when, towards the end of it, in an affault, mixing with the ene-

my fword in hand, he was difabled in the tight arm by the Ihot of

a muflcet, and tlie tiiruft of a bayonet. In the capitulation he was ho-

noured with a particular article in his favour.—On his return to En-

gland, he was pr«ferrcd to the rank of colonel in the guards ; and af-

terwards acted as chief engineer in the attempts and defcents that were

made on the French coafl. He accepted of the fame office in the expe-^

dition to Guadaloupe, where he died yniverfally rcgreUed.
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Minorca, thus difmembered from the Britlfh ^75^'

empire, was the obje6: of univerfal regret. Its eurot*,

importance was fenfibly felt, and its lofs fmcerely

lamented. The fears of an imaginary invafion

gave way to indignation and refentment againfl

the miniflry, and the delinquent admiral. Ad-

drefles were prefented to the throne, petitioning,

in the flrongeft terms, for a change of men and

meafures; and the people, rendered diffident and

diftruflful, and foured by misfortunes, already

imagined themfelves on the brink of ruin, and de-

flitute both of treafurc and of ftrength. The firft

fury of their refentment was directed againfl the

unfortunate Byng. The miniflry ufed every endea-

vour to foment this animofity, and to avert the

danger which threatened themfelveg. They ag-

gravated his mifconduft, expofed his folly, and

expatiated on his cowardice. The public prints

abounded with the mofl virulent invectives againfl

him, and mobs were hired to hsmg and burn him

in effigy, at different parts of the capital. Even

majefly itfelf is faid to have taken part in the

cruel perfecution againfl this unhappy man.—He
was fuperfeded in his command by Sir Edward

Hawke, and fent home under an arrefl.

For the fake of perfpicuity, we fliall proceed to

give an account of Admiral Byng's trial and fate

;

following rather the natural courfe of events, than

adhering flri£lly to the order of chronology.

On the 28th of December, he was brought Tn:ii of

before a court-martial ; and, after a long trial, ByrlJ."

\vas condemned as falling under part of the 12th

article of war. The feverity of this article, which
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175 '5- admitted of no mitigation*, induced his judges to

EUROPE, recommend him as a proper object of his maje{ly*s

mercy. The diftinguiflied merit and fervices of his

anceftors, tiie recommendations of his judges, and

the teftimony of the French general, who had been

a fpeclator of the whole engagement, proved inef-

feftual to fave him ; and his death was cruelly re-

prefented to the king as the only means of pacify-

ing the populace. Thus devoted, he prepared to

Condemn- meet his fate with (leadinefs and refolution. He
* was fliot at Portfmouth on the 1 4th of March.—

-

1757. The firm, compofed, and undaunted manner, in

which he died, wiped away every imputation on

his perfonal courage. Immediately before his

death, he delivered a paper to the marflial of the

admiralty, in which he declared his innocence,

and that he confidered himfelf as a victim deftined

to divert the indignation and refentment of an in-

jured and deluded people from their proper ob-

jefts We decline to dwell long on this melan-^

choly tranfaftion ; a tranfaftion which reflefts no

little difgrace on the period when it happened.—

While we lament the misfortunes, we cannot but

condemn the backwardnefs of the unhappy admiral.

But we are at a lofs to difcover any capital offence
;

and, whatever idea we may entertain of the cruel-

ty and injuflice of the miniftry, and the violent

animofity of the people, it ftill remains matter of

furprife and concern, that they were not content-

ed with a mode of punilliment lefs ignominious

and fevere.

* The i2th article of war runs thus, " Every pcrfon in the fleet, who,

" thro' cowardice, negligence, or difaffecfLion, fhall, in time of aflion,

" keep back, &c.—and, being convided thereof, lliall fufier death.'*
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CHAP. IL

State of Europe at the beginning of the war—King

of Fruffla invades Saxony—Battle of Lowofchutz.

'—Surrender of the Saxon army-'^Of'wego taken by

the French.

W HILE the people of England were regret- 1756.

ting the laft languid and unfortunate campaign,

and execrating thofe to whom they afcribed all

their lofles and difappointments, the flames of dif-

cord and diflention, which already had been light-

ed up in the new world, began to burft out among ,

the principal powers of Europe.*—To form a juft

notion of this difpute, it will be neceflary to look

back a little, and to trace concifely the fteps which

gave rife to it.

The rich and fertile province of Silefia had Auftrfa.

been wrefted from Auflria by the King of Pruffia,

and folemnly confirmed to him by two different 1744.

treaties. This very important conqueft, reluctantly

given up, had excited an antipathy between the

Eraprefs-Queen and that monarch; and the former

only waited for a favourable opportunity to attempt

the recovery of it.

Russia was allied to Auftria by ancient treaties, ^"^^'

by their united wars againft the Turks, and by
the reciprocal affedion of their refpe£live fove-

reigns. There fubfifted between the Czarina and

* (C So complicated," fays Voltaire, " are the political interefts of
" the prefeiit times, that a (hot fired in America <l)all be the fignal far,

'* fetting all Europe together by the cars."

C
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1756.

EUROPE.

Poland.

rruflia.

the King of Pruflia feveral perfonal fubje£ls of

complaint ; and all methods had been ufed to em-

broil that monarch's affairs in the north. They

fucceeded fo far as to render Rufiia his implacable

enemy, and ready to enter into any fchemes pro-

pofed for his ruin.

Augustus III. King of Poland, and Ele£lor of

Saxony, independent of his clofe connections v/ith

Ruffia and Auftria, to the former of whom he

owed his crown, was anxious to have an opportu-

nity of renewing his demands on the King of

Pruflia, for an indemnification of the depredations

committed by him in Saxony in 1741.—But the

dominions of this monarch were in no condition to

fupport a war with fo formidable a neighbour as

the King of PruiTia. Poland was without troops,

without fortifications, and without finances ; ex-

pofed to incurfions, and confiderable only by her

extent and fertility. Saxony was in the like de-

fencelefs fituation ; her army mouldering away,

and her coffers empty.

As the views of thofe powers were exactly fi-

milar, a treaty was entered into by them, appa-

rently harmlefs and innocent ; but feveral private

articles were added, the tendency of which were

inimical to his Pruffian Majeffy : and it was parti-

cularly ftipulated, in cafe he fliould attack cither of

their territories, that they Ihould mutually furnifli

an army of 60,000 men to re-inve(l the Emprefs-

Queen with the dutchy of Silefia.

The monarch againfl whom thefe three powers

were united was at once the dread and admiration

of Europe.—The houfe of Brandenburg, from the
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mofl humble fituation, had rifen imperceptibly, in ^75*5.

the courfe of a century, to a confiderable degree

of afiluence and power. The late King was extra-

vagantly fond of a numerous army; and had con-

verted a great part of his fubjects into foldiers.

Though quarrelfome and turbulent in his temper,

by a fmgular good fortune, he had no opportunity

of diminilhing that army which he had been fo

careful in collefting. He delighted in reviews and

bloodlefs fkirmiflies, and trained one of the mod
numerous armies in Europe to the completed and

mofl exa6l difcipline. At his death, he delivered

this powerful palladium to his fon Frederic III. to-

gether with a fum in the treafury fufficient to up-

hold them. From the moment the young mo-

narch afcended the throne, it became obvious, that

there was an end to that inactivity which had

charaderifed the former reign.* The extenfivenefs

and variety of his talents were foon confpicuous in

his actions. The boldnefs of his designs could on-

ly be equalled by the impenetrable fecrecy obfer-

ved in the execution of them. To the mofl live-

ly imagination, and a fortitude fcarcely to be pa-

rallelled, were added the flrongeft propenfity for

* This prince, in his younger years, fays a celebrated author, wifely

preferred the advantage of treafuring up knowledge, to the ufual plea-

fures of his age, and the luxurious idleneis of courts. An intercourfc

with the greatefl men of his time, joined to the fpirit of obfervation,

infenlibly ripened his genius, which was 'naturally adiva and eager for

employment. Neither flattery nor oppofition could ever divert him
from tiie deep refic£tions he was engaged in. He formed the plan of

his future conduft and reign in the early part of his life. It was fore-

told, on his acceflfion to the crown, that his minifters would be no
more than his fecretaries; the managers of his finances no more than

his clerks ; and his generals no more than his aids-de-camp.

C 2
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175^- an adive life, and a conftitution capable of fup-

^ ^
porting the fatigues of it. He invented a new me-

thod of difciplining armies, and of heading battles.

By the rapidity of his evolutions, and the cele-

rity of his marches, he may be faid to have to-

tally changed the principles of M^ar. In fine, he

poffefled the intrepidity of a warrior, the profound

fagacity of a ftatefman, and the intuitive penetration

of a philofopher.—He faw the ftorm which was

gathering around him, and prepared to meet it.

He had ftudied the flates thus leagued againft

him, the men of the cabinet they had to oppofe

him, and the genius and abilities of their refpeftive

generals.—All his forces were ordered to be com-

pleted, and held in readinefs to march at the lliort-

cft notice.

We have already taken notice of the treaty

which his Britannic Majefty had begun with Ruf-

fia. The King of PrufTia had been for fome time

fecretly difcontented with the court of Verfailles ;

but they continued to all appearance to be fo clofe-

ly connected, that his Britannic Majefty was not a

little apprehenfive that France had brought him in-

to her views. To obviate this, had been the great

end of the treaty we have mentioned. It was fti-

Treatywhh pulatcd, that hcr Ruffian Majefty fliould furnifli a

body of troops to the amount of 55,000, and 40

or 50 gallics, with the neceflary crews, to be em-

ployed in the fervice of Britain, wherever requi-^

red..—No fooner was this treaty made public, than

his Prufl^an Majefty, perceiving at once the mo-
tives which had induced Ruffia to accede to it,

declared, in the ftrongeft manner, that he would
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•ppofe to the utmoft the introdudion of all foreign ^75^-

troops whatfoever into the empire.f—'This declara-
Eug^opB.

lion, while it flopped the treaty with Ruffia, plain-

ly evinced, that the views of their Britannic and

Pruflian Majefties were precifely the fame. The

former was apprehenfive of the French, the latter

of the Ruffians ; and this coincidence of fenti-

ments, with fome eclairciifements as to the views /

of the court of Vienna, brought on the treaty of

London, by which his Pruffian Majefty obtained a Treaty

fubfidy from Great Britain of 750,000!. flerling, ^'*'^ ^'"^''

for fervices which were exceedingly obvious j and

the two potentates agreed, not to make a peace

without the confent of each other.—The publica-

tion of this treaty produced that of Vienna, be-

tween the Emprefs-Queen and his mofl Chriftian Treaty be-

Majefty. Prefent interefl predominated over an- fj^f^" ^'
cient animofity; and one hour's deliberation anni- France.

hilated the arguments of more than two centuries.

The acceffion of Ruffia and Sweden, to this alliance,

was natural and obvious.

Those treaties, however, were certainly fuffi-

cient to preferve the peace of Europe ; and probably

they would have had that effisft, if France and Au-
ftria had taken, with that difpatch which charac-

terifes refolution, proper mcafures to feem capable

of fuftaining the fhock, or of preventing it. The

f Among ether articles, it was flipulatcd, " That the court of Pc-

terfburgh Ihould be contented with an annual fubfidy of 500,000!. fter-

ling, though infufEcient for the fiipport of the army which fhe pro-

mifcd ; becaufe, the Rudian army entering on action, would imme-
diately find itfelf in an enemy's country, where its fubfiftence would
eort it nothing."—This was, in pretty plaiu terms, threatening the Kins
of Prufiia Vfkh an iarafioa.
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^75^' two parties were reflrained by fear ; and what the

luROPE. po'^'Ver of the four allied courts threw into the

fcale, was counter-balanced by the Britifli opu-

lence, and by the actual flate of the Fruliian

forces. The King of Pruilia could alone enter in-

to action, and flrike the greatell blows whenever

he pleafed. The allied courts, on the other hand,

were obliged to concert and combine their opera-

tions. The Emprefs-Queen had not collected to-

gether 30,000 regular troops; the Pcuflians had all

Poland to traverfe; and France, tho* always ready

to receive her enemy on her frontier, w^as by no

means prepared to go in queft of him at a hundred

leagues dillance, through mountainous and barren

countries.—The court of Vienna, however, made
great progrefs in augmenting her forces. She

brooded over an old hatred, and former refent-

ments ; but would not begin the war, tho' giving

proofs that fhe fhould not be attacked with im-

punity. But fhe could no longer impofe on a

prince who knew her as well as he knew his own
court. ^The neutrality of the few remaining

powers in Europe, proceeded from intereft, inabi-

lity or fear.

United The United Provinces, confirmed in their taftc
rovmces.

£^^ peace by the fear of the expences of war, were

unwilling to let flip the advantages of the neutra-

lity, which would throw the greateft part of the

commerce into the hands of their fubjefts.

Spain. Spain had equally neglected her finances and

her forces. Pier fettlements abroad, and her domi-

nions at home, were in the fame defencelefs fitua-

tion ; and the court was without ambition, and
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without views. The monarch, without any great- '75*^

nefs of mhid, and without children, gave himfelf
j-urope.

up to amufements quite foreign to his rank, and

paid no attention whatever to pubhc affairs.

Denmark, attentive to commerce and arts, Denmark,

had httle to dread from the confequences of the

war. From experience, fhe had reafon to avoid

all interference with the princes of the empire
;

and was willing, in cafe of misfortunes, to be a

mediatrix and a peace-maker.

If we except Sardinia, Italy had little concern in Italy.

the affairs of Europe. That monarch was ready, in

cafe of an emergency, to alTifi: Britain and PrufTia.

The threatenings of his enemies only contri-

buted to make the PrufTian monarch more ready

to take the field : He thought it better to begin

with them, than that they fliould begin with him.

Accordingly he marched with a numerous army

into Saxony, propofmg to penetrate through that King of

country into Bohemia. His declarations of friend- vades

fliip to the King of Poland, were fpecious ; but that
'^^''"^"

monarch chofe rather to rely on the valour and

attachment of his troops, w^hom he afTembled in a

ftrong camp between Pirna and Konigftein, which

was intrenched, provided with a numerous train

of artillery, and deemed impregnable. Frederic,

offended at this proceeding, demanded, as a proof

of his neutrality, that the King of Poland fhould

difembody his troops immediately. On the refufal

of this demand, he inftantly furrounded the Saxon

army, intercepted their convoys of provifion, and

cut them off from all communication with the ad-

jacent country. In the mean time, a great part of
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his army advanced into Bohemia, under the corii<»

mand of the Field-Marfhal Keith*, and encamped

within a fmall diftance of the imperial army, amount-

ing to 50,000 men, commanded by Marihal Brown,

an officer of Irifh extraftion.

Frederic, with his wonted celerity, repaired

to Bohemia, affumed in perfon the command of

M. Keith's corps, and advanced to give battle to

the enemy. The Auftrian general had taken pof-

feffion of Lowofchutz with a great body of infan-

try, and placed a battery of cannon in the front of

the town ; he had formed his cavalry chequerwife
j

and ported about 2000 Croats and Pandours in the

vineyards on his right. The Pruffian monarch oc-

cupied, with fix battalions, a hollow way, and fome

rifmg grounds which commanded the town. Early

in the morning, on the firfl day of Odober, the

Pruffian cavalry advanced to attack the enemy's

horfe ; they were twice driven back with a very

* Defcended from one of the mofl: ancient and noble families iri

Scotland, He was engaged with his brother, the Earl Marifchal, in

the rebellion 1715 ; and being obliged to relinquifh his country on this

occafion, he went to France, where he ftudied mathematics under the

celebrated M. Maupertuis, and made himfelf perfect mafter of the mi-

litary part of geometry. He was a volunteer in the French army at

the llorming of Vigo, in the year 1719, where he received a dangerous

wound. From Paris he went to Madrid, where he obtained a com-

miflion in the Iridi brigade. Accompanying the Duke of Liria, in his

embaffy to Mufcovy, he entered into the fervice of the Czarina, and

-was appointed a lieutenant-general. In this quality, he performed ma-

ny fignal fervices in the wars with Turkey and Sweden ; and was ho-

noured in time of peace with feveral embaffies. Difgufted at RulUa,

whofe honours are no better than a fplendid fervitude, he entered into

the fervice of the King of PrulTia, who received him in the moft gracioui

manner, made him governor of Berlin, and a field-marfhal in his ar-

my. His difpofition was amiable, and his genius in the art of war will

be mere fwUy difplayed in the fequel.
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Confiderable lofs. The Pruffian infantry then ad- ^75^-

vanced to attack the town of Lowofchutz in flank; eurqi'e.

but met with fo warm a reception, that in all pro-

bability they would have been repulfed, had not

Field-Marflial Keith headed them in perfon. Draw-

ing his fword, he told them he would lead them

on to victory; but being given to underftand, that

their powder and fliot was exhaufted,—with an

admirable prefence of mind, he exclaimed, " That
" he was happy they had no more ammunition, as

" he was convinced that the enemy could not

" withfland them at pulh of bayonet." So faying,

he advanced at their head, drove the Auflrians Aufirians

repulled.

from Lowofchutz, and fet the fuburbs on fire.

The lofs was pretty equal on both fides, and both

parties claimed the victory ; but the confequences

plainly adjudged it to the King of Pruffia, as the

Auflrian general was cut off from all hopes of re-

lieving the Saxon army, which was indeed the

principal obje6: of the battle. It is but juftice,

however, to M. Brown, to acknowledge, that his

difpofitions for that purpofe were maflerly, and

would probably have fucceeded, had he had to

contend with any other general than his Pruflian

Majefty.

By the battle of Lowofchutz, his Pruflian Ma-
jefty became abfolute mafter of Saxony. Being

informed that the original papers relating to the

confederacy which had been formed againft him,

were depofited in the archives of Drefden, he de-

manded the keys from the Queen of Poland, who
ftill remained in that place, and afted with a dig-

nity becoming her high birth. Upon her refufal.
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^75'^- he ordered tlie doors to be forced, Vvhich was a(?-

lUKOPE. cordlngly done ; tho' not without fome imputation

upon his pohtenefs, as the Queen of Poland op-

pofed in perfon the officer who executed the order.

Having thus got poiTclIion of thefe originals, he

made no delay in publilhing them, as they tended

to juflity his proceedings in Saxony, and his in-

vafion of Bohemia.

Frederic having re-aflumed the blockade at

Pirna, his Polifli Majefty and his troops were re-

duced to great extremity of want ; and it became

indifpenfibly neceifary, either to attempt an efcape,

or furrender to the King of Pruffia. The former

was attempted, and proved unfuccefsful, though

affifled by the Auftrians, who made a diverfion in

their favour.—In this deplorable condition, the

King of Poland fent a letter*, from the fortrefs

of Konigflein, to the Saxon general, veiling him

with full power to furrender, or to take fuch other

meafures as he thought proper. A capitulation was

* The letter was as follows ; " It is not without extreme forrow I

underftand the deplorable fituation which a chain of misfortunes has

referved for you, tlie refb of my generals, and my whole army : but

ve mufi: acquiefcq in the difpenfations of Providence, and confole our-

felves with the rciflitude of our fentiments and intentions. They would,

force me, it feems, as you give me to underftand, to fubmit to condi-

tions the more ievere, in proportion as the ciicnmflances are become

more n&ccflitous. I cannot hear them mentioned. 1 am a free mo-

narch ; fuch I will live ; fuch I will die ; and I will both live and die

-with honour. The fate of my army I leave wholly to your difcretion.

Let your council of war determine, whether you mull furrender pri-

foners of war, fall by the fword, or die by famine. May your refolu-

tions, if poflible, be condufted wi.h humanity : whatever they may be,

I have no longer any Hiare in them ; and I declare you (hall not be an-

fwerable for aught but one thing, namely, not to carry arms againft

me or my allies. I pray God may have you, Mr Marfhal, in his holy

keeping. Given at Konl'^ddn, the i^-th of October T'js6.

Augustus R^ex."
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demanded ; and the whole army was obliged to ^7S^'

furrender at difcretion. The foldiers were after- timorE,

wards compelled to enter into the fervice of Pruf- g^^^^ ar-

fia.—The Kino- of Poland 2i{\^ed no more, than [fy
'""-rcn-

o '
ders.

that his own guards fliould not be made prifoners.

Frederic repUed, " That he could not liften to his

*' requeft ; that thofe guards would infaUibly ferve

*' againfl: him, and that he did not chufe to have

" the trouble of taking them a fecond time."—

His Polifh Majedy retired to his regal dominions ;

and the Pruffian troops were cantoned in the neigh-

bourhood of Seidlitz, and along the Elbe towards

Drefden. The army in Bohemia retired to the

confines of the county of Glatz.—The winter was

fpent in warlike preparations by Auflria and. Pruf-

fia, and in pubhfliing reciprocal accufations ; and

it muft be confefled, that the fame fuperiority which

attended his Pruffian Majefly's forces in the field,

was equally confpicuous in this paper war.

The fame fatality dill continued to d!re£t the
'^'^

meafures, and the fame misfortune to attend the

expeditions of Great Britain. The refentment and ^

difcontent occafioned by the lofs of Minorca were

ftill predominant, nor had the dread of an inva-

fion altogether fubfided. To provide againfl: the

latter, a body of 12,odd Heffians and Hanoverians Harm-

, , , . ,.^ r 1 1 • verians and
arrived, and encamped m diiierent parts or the king- Heffians ar-

dom. This ftep ferved only to heighten the difgult, £ngknd.

and continue the refentment of the public. They
execrated the miniftry for fuch a pufillanimous and

difgraceful meafure ; a meal'ure which plainly evin-

ced, that Britain was incapable of defending herfelf,

and could only be fecure by the aid of foreign

D 2 - •
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^75*^- mercenaries. They even carried their anlmofity

fo far, as to infult and diftrefs the innocent and

inoffenfive Germans.

AMERICA. The affairs of America were diflinguiflied by

the fame gloomy alpect with thofe of Great Bri-

tain. Major-General Abercrombie arrived at New-
York on the 25th of June, and took upon him

the command of the troops there alfembled, till

fuch time as the Earl of Loudon (a Scots noble-

men of an amiable character, and who already had

diftinguiflied himfelf in the fervice of his country),

fliould arrive as commander in chief.

The firft aftion of any confequence was in fa-

vour of the Englilh. A body of the enemy had

formed an ambufcade to intercept any reinforce-

ment or provifions that might be fent to relieve

the garrifon of Ofwego, which had hitherto been

iliamefully neglefted. A confiderable convoy of

provifions and (lores were however fafely conduct-

ed thither by Colonel Bradflreet. Returning with

his detachment down the river Onondaga, he was

faluted with a general difcharge of mufketry, from.

a party of Indians fecreted amongft the buflics,

which killed a confiderable number of his men.

The colonel expeded, and was prepared for fuch

an attack. He immediately landed his men, and,

French re- taking polfelTion of a fmall ifland, drove the Indians

Colonel from their lurking places. Proceeding up the ri-

ver, he attacked and defeated two different parties

of the enemy with great flaughter, and returned

back to Albany without any further moleftation.

Certain intelligence being received by the prifon-
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crs taken in this engagement, that the French '75^'

were preparing to befiege Ofwego, a regiment of America.

regulars, under the command of Major-General

Webb, was detached to its rehef, but proved too

late to afford any affiflance.

The fort of Ofwego was fituated on the fouth

fide of the great lake Ontario, at the mouth of

the river Onondaga. On the oppofite fide was an-

other fort, called Ontario. Both thefe had been

erected in an injudicious and hafty manner, and

were incapable of ftanding out, for any time, a-

gainft a regular approach. The garrifon confided

of about 1 400 men, mod of them new-raifed and

inexperienced ; they were commanded by Lieute-

nant-Colonel Mercer, an officer of great courage

and tried abilities. The attack of the place was

formed by M. Montcalm, remarkable for his vigi-

lance and enterprifing fpirit, with upwards of 2000

men under his command. The fort of Ontario, p^^'^s® ^^'
' ken by the

being deferted in a fhort time, was taken poffeffion French,

of by the enemy j from whence they kept up an

unremitting fire on the Englifh. Colonel Mercer

being killed, and the garrifon in the greatefl: con-

fufion, they were forced to capitulate, and furren-

der prifoners of war,—Both forts were inftantly de-

molifhed.—Several inhumanities were committed

by the Indians on the Enghfh prifoners, which the

French commander did not ufe every endeavour

to prevent.* The employing of thefe favages has

* In violation of the articles of capitulation, and of humanity, he

not only fuffered the Biitifh officers and foldiers to be infulted, robbed,

and fome of them maflacred by his Indians, but gave up twenty of the

garrifon, as an atonement to thofe barbarians, for the fame number of

their countrymen who had been killed in the fiege, and they were put
to death with the moH excruciating tormeiUS.
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i75<5« ever been produftlve of the moft cruel and fliock-

AMERicA. ii^g barbarities ;—and their tranfadions, in the

courfe of the American war, under the diregion

of the French, have ftamped indelible difgrace on

a people who affume the character of being the

moft pohte and civilized nation in the univcrfe.

The Earl of Loudon, who had been unac-

countably detained in Britain, did not arrive at

Albany till the 29th of May. No fettled plan of

operations having been fixed on, the fealon was

fuffered to Hip away ; and the taking of Ofwego

by the enemy, had diflieartened the colonies, and

prevented the adoption of any fpirited enterprife.

His lordfliip, however, did all in his power to

remedy the negligence of his predeceffors in com-

mand. Every preparation was made for an early

campaign in the fpring. He fecured the frontiers,

reinforced the garrifons, and endeavoured to re-

move that fpirit of difaffeftion and inadivity which

had been diifeminated amongft the different pro-

vinces.

Thus ended the unfortunate campaigns of 1755
and 1756. The operations of both parties were

fpiritlefs, blundering, and timid. Britain had par-

ticularly degenerated from her former pre-emi-

nence. Her troops were defeated, her navies

fcattered, and on all fides her affairs carried the

moft difagreeable and ruinous afpect. A want of

wifdom in the meafures, and of conduct in the com-

manders, were every where confpicuous. If the

French gained any advantage, it was more owing

to the unaccountable fatality which directed the Bri-

tifli meafures, than to their own merit or activity.
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Hiftory finds little worthy of recording in the an- ^75^*

nals of thofe inaufpicious times j and haftens with

pleafure to the brighter tranfaftions of fucceeding

years ;—years, in which the integrity and difin-

tereftednefs of Britifh ftatefmen, and the intrepi-

dity and condu£t of Britifli commanders, were fo

eminently illuftrious, as not to be equalled in the

annals of this, or of any other nation. Their fer-

vices will ever be remembered with gratitude and

admiration; and their memories tranfmitted, with

efteem and applaufe, " to the laft fyllable of re-

corded time." *

* We have comprifed the military operations of thofe two years in

fo fmall a compafs, that it feems almoft neceflary to apologize for it.—

>

It is only by retrenching the detail of unimportant occurrences, that

we have been enabled to exhibit a circumfiantial account of actions of

greater celebrity. This has neceflarily produced an inequality in the

relation, which is expanded or contradled according to the importance

of the fubjcfH:.—The commencement of the war in pu'ticnlar, has

been dcfcribed with rapidity, as affording few aftions deferving comme-

moration ; and little notice has been taken of the negotiations betweea

the different courts, their fpecious juftifications of their condud, or

the declamatory and infincere memorials publifhed on that occafion

by both parties.—It was judged neceflary to explain the plan of this

hiftory fo far, left the omifllon, or the flight mentioning of any frivo-

lous or unimportant particular, fhould be afcribed to inattention, or

imputed as a defe^.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

Eq/i-India affairs— Angria the pirate defeated—<

Calcutta taken—Cruel treatment of the Englifh by

the Nabob of Bengal*

ASIA.

JriOSTILITIES had been carried on in the

Eafl-lndieSj for fome years before the courts of

Britain and France had come to an open rup-

ture. By efpoufmg the quarrels of the princes or

nabobs * of that country, a pretence was found to

carry on a brifli war between the two nations.

—

Soon after the death of Aurengzebe, who was the

laft monarch of diftinguiihed abihties, an univerfal

degeneracy took place in the empire of Indoftan
j

and thofe provinces which were the mofl diftant

from the feat of government, affeded an indepen-

dency on the Emperor ; and were little more than

nominally fubject to the imperial authority, which

they acknowledged only becaufe it gave a fanction

to their own power.—The Nabob of Arcot, ha-

ving been depofed by the Emperor, alfd another

appointed in his room, had recourfe to the French,

who, on certain conditions, engaged to re-inflate

him in his government. "With their affiftance, he

attacked, defeated, and flew his competitor ; re-

affumed the government of Arcot, and punctually

performed the conditic^s which had been ftipu-

lated by his French allies.

* The nabobs are a fpecies of viceroys or governors cf provinces ua-

«tcr the Emperor, er, as he is calkd, the Great M<^gui.
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Mohammed-Ali-Khan, the fon of the de- '75^-

ceafed nabob, folicited the aid of the Englilh, who ^^^
affifted him with, men, money, and ammunition.

Under the colour of being auxUiaries to thofe

princes, the EngUlh and French Eaft-India com-

panies endeavoured to ruin each other. Vidory,

however, for the moil part, was on the fide of the

Enghfli ; Mohammed-Ali-Khan was placed on the

throne of his father ; and the French, reduced by

repeated defeats, were obliged to a6t only on the

defenfive. A mutual agreement was at laft en- i755«

tered into by both companies ; by which it was

ftipulated, that they fhould reciprocally reflore the

territories taken by the troops of either fmce the

year 1748; and that, for the future, neither fliould

interfere in the differences between the princes of

the country.—In this war the extraordinary military

talents of Mr. Clive, (who had formerly ferved in

a civil ftation) were for the firfl time difplayed.

The tranquillity produced by this treaty, was

but of fhort duration. The reftlefs ambition of

the French could not brook the fuperiority which

the Englifh maintained in India. Underhand po-

licy took p4ace of open hoftility. They endea-

voured to foment animofities among the nabobs

who favoured or were under the protedion of the

Englifh ; and again alliiled their enemies with

troops to oppofe them.

In confequence of an application from the En-

glifh Eaft-India company, government had dif-

patched a fmall fleet of capital fhips, under the

command of Rear-Admirals Watfon and Pocock,

to fupport their jufl pretenfions, and to proted
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pirate,
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175^- their commerce. On the arrival of this fquadron

at Fort St David's*, it was judged advifable that

they iliould proceed to the attack of Angria, a

piratical prince in the neighbourhood of Bombay,

who was formidable to all the European powers,

and had particularly didrell'ed the Englifli, from

his vicinity to their fettlements. This piratical

flate had exifled for upwards of a century. The
Angria tiie nanie of the founder of it, was Konna Ji Angria.

He took pofieflion of the fmall ifland of Severn-

droog, and for fome time confined his attacks to the

Indian veffels trading on that coaft. Grown bolder

by fuccefs, he undertook the greateit enterprifes,

and attacked, without diftindion, the vefiels of all

nations. Under his fuccelTors, this little nefl of

robbers fiourifiied and encreafed ; and it became

the mutual intereft of the European powers, how-

ever divided in other refpefts, to endeavour to ex-

tirpate this lawiefs and univerfal invader. The Por-

tugueic joined the Englilh in 1722, and attempted

to deftroy the place of their refort ; but their ex-

pedition proved difgraceful and abortive. That un-

dertaken by the Dutch, two years after, with feven

men of war, met with no better fuccefs. At length,

the Maratlas, a fierce and rapacious people, upon

Angiia's refufing to pay a tribute which had long

been cuflomary, agreed to attack the common

* It was deemed unnecellliry to give any dcfcrlption of our Americatt

fettlements, as they are now familiar to almoft every reader ; but our

Afi'titic territories, not being fo generally known, a brief account of

the principal ones, as they occur, will not be improper.

Vovt St. David's, on the Coromandcl coaft, is fituated nearly on

the verge of the Indian ocean. The fort is regular, well provided

with cannon, 3H3n-:unitiiJii, and a numerous ^urrilbn.
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enemy by land, whilft the Englifli attacked them ^75*^-

by fea.—Admiral Watfon, accompanied by Colo-
^^^^^

nel Clive, who commanded the land-forces, failed

from Bombay * on the 7th of February, and, on

the [2di, anchored off the harbour and fort of

Geriah, the principal refidence of Angria. That

chief had quitted the place ; but his wife and fa-

mily remained under the protection of his brother-

in-law, who, on being fummoned to furrender by

a meflage from the admiral, replied, that he would

defend the place to the laft extremity. Upon this, His fort of
* ^ r -- Genan be-

about five in the afternoon, the whole Engliili fieged and

fleet failed into the harbour, and foon filenced the by ihe En-

enemy's batteries. Angria*s fleet was fet on fire ^' *

by a bomb-fhell ; and foon after the fort fliared

the fame fate. The befieged ftill obiTmately held

out, and defended the place even after the maga-

zine of the fort blew up. At five in the morning

the place furrendered, and was taken poifefTion of

by the Englilh, who found a great number of

cannon, and a large quantity of ammunition, with

money and effefts to the value of 130,0001.

Among the prifoners were Angria*s wife, children,

and mother, whom the Admiral treated with the

greateft humanity §.

* A fmall ifland, not more tlian twenty miles in ciiciimfcrence,

with a very convenient liarbour. The town is very populous ; but tlic

foil is barren, and the climate unhealthy. It is the mart of ail the

trade with Malabar, Surat, and the Pedian and Arabian gulphs.

§ When the admiral entered their apartment, the whole family,

fliedding floods of tears, fell with their faces to the ground ; from which

being raifed, the mother of Angria told him, in a piteous tone, that

the people had no king, ftie no fon, her daughter no huft>and, theii:

children no father. The admiral replying, that they mufl; look upon

him as their father and their friend ; the youn^cft boy, about fiK year?

E 2
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^75^' In the mean time, an event took place in an-

~j^ other part of India, which caft a gloom on the En-

glifli affairs ; no lefs than the almoft total extirpa-

tion of their company from Bengalf.—A cuftom

had for fome time prevailed in thefe countries,

which was attended with very pernicious confe-

quences. The governors of all the European pro-

vinces had taken upon them, to grant an afylum

to fuch of the natives of the country as were a-

fraid of oppreffion or punifhment. As they re-

ceived verv confiderable fums in return for this

protection, the danger to v/hich they were ex-

pofed was overlooked. One of the chief officers

of Bengal had taken refuge among the Englifh at

Calcutta, in order to avoid punifhment. Surajah

Dowlah, the Suba or Nabob of Bengal, was

greatly incenfed at this proceeding ; and, being

likewifc irritated at the refufal of certain duties

which he laid claim to, and other praftices of the

company, he levied a numerous army, marched
III l».—gi^^lM^»^^——^1—

f.f age, feized him by the hand, and, fobbing, exclaimed, " Then you

fliall be my father!" Mr Watfon was i'o affeifled with this pathetic

addrefs, that the tears trickled down his cheeks, while he afibred

them, they might depend on his protecftion and frienddiip,

f Bengal is the moft eaftern province of the Mogul's dominions in

India, lies upon the mouth of the Ganges, extending near 400 miles in

length from E. to W. and 300 in breadth from N. to S. and annually

nverflowed by the river Ganges, which makes it one of the richeft and

mod fruitful provinces in that quarter of the globe.—The principal

fettlement of the Englifh is Calcutta, the firft town that is met with in

pading up the Ganges. The air is unhealthy, the water brackhh, and

the anchorage not very fafe
;
yet, notvvithflanding thefe inconvenien-

cies, great numbers of rich Armenian, Moorilh, and Indian merchants,

have fixed their refidence here. The fortrefs has this advantage, that

the velTels bound to European fettlements are obliged to pafs under its

cannon.—Mod of the other European Eaft-India Companies have fct-^

tiemcnts in this country.
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to Calcutta, and invefted the place, which was ^75^'

then in no pofture of defence. The governor, ^^,^^

under the pretence of being a quaker, took refuge

on board a fliip in the river, carrying along with

him the ladies, and counfellors, together with tjieir

mofl valuable effects, and the books of the company.

Mr. Holwell, the fecond in command, declared he Calcutta ta-

ken by the

would Itay and defend the place to the laft extre- Nabob of

mity, though the party that fled on board had
^"^'^'

carried loo foldiers from the garrifon with them.

With the affiftance of a few gallant officers, he

defended the fort for three days with uncommon
courage and rerolution. At laft, overpowered by

numbers, deferted by his foldiers, and the enemy-

having forced their way into the caftle, he was

obliged to fubmit ; the Suba promifmg, on the

word of a foldier, that no injury fliould be done

to him, or to his garrifon.

The fcene which followed is perhaps unex-

ampled in hiftory. The garrifon, to the amount

of 146, were thrown into a fmall clofe dungeon,

out of which twenty-three only came out alive.*

* This melancholy tranfaiftion is defcribed by a refpcftable author in

the following ftrong and pathetic manner.

" At five the nabob entered the fort, accompanied by his general Meer

Jafficr, and mod of the priacipal officers of his army. He immediately

ordered Omichund and Kiflendafs to be brought before him, and re-

ceived them with civility ; and having bid fome officers go and take

poflellion of the company's treafury, he proceeded to the principal

apartment of the fa£toiy, where he fat in ftate, and received the com-

pliments of his court and attendants, in magnificent cxpreflions of his

prowefs and good fortune. Soon after he fent for Mr. Holwel!, to

whom he exprelled much refentment at the prefumptlon of the En-
jlifh in daring to defend the fort, and much difiatisfadion at the fmall-

nefs of the fum found in the treafury, which did not exceed fifty thou-

^nd rupees. Mr. Hol\v?il had two other conferences with him on this
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^75^' Their cries and lamentations excited the compaf-
'^'^~

fion, and the offerins: of lar^e fums of money
oSlA* ^

fiibjeft, before levcn o'clock, when tue iiabob diimifred him with re-

peated afTurances, on the word of a loldier, that he Ihould fufTcr no

harm.
" Mr. Holwell, returning to his unfortunate companions, found

them aflembled, and furrounded with a flrong guard, beveral buildings

on the north and fouth fides of the fort weie already in flames, which

approached with fo thick a fmock on either hand, that the prifon^rs

imagined tlieir enemies had caufed this conflagration, in order to fuffo-

cate them between the two fires. On each fide of the eaflern gate of

the fort, extended a range of chambers adjoining to the curtain ; and

before the chambers a varanda, or open gallery : it was of arched ma-

fonrv, and intended to (heltcr the foldiers from the fun and rain, but,

being low, almofl totally obflruifted the chambers behind from the

light and air ; and whilft fome of the guard were looking into other

parts of the faftoj-y for proper places to confine the prifoners during the

night, the reft ordered them to aflemble in ranks under the varanda on

the right hand of the gateway, where they remained for lome time,

witli fo little fufpicion of their impending fate, that they laughed a-

mong themfclves at the feeming oddity of this diipofition, and amufed

themfelves with conjediuring what they fhould next be ordered to do.

About eight o'clock, thofe who had been fent to examine the rooms

reported, that they found none fit for the purpofe. On which the

principal officer commanded the prifoners to go into one of the rooms

which {food behind them along the varanda. It was the common dun-

geon of the garrifon, who ufed to call it ihe Ihck hole. Many of the

prifoners, knowing the place, began to espollulate : upon which the

officer ordered his men to cut down thofe who hefitated; on vvhii?h the

prifoners obeyed. But before all were within, the room was fo throng-

ed, that the laft entered with difficulty. The guard immediately clofed

and locked the door ; confining one hundred and forty -fix perfons in a

room not twenty feet fquare, with only two fmall windows, and thtie

obftrufted by the varanda.

" It was the hottell feafon of the year, and the night uncommonly

fultry even at this feafon. The exceflive prefiiire of their bodies againfi:

one another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as foon as the

door was (hut, convinced the prifoners that it was impolfible to live

through the night in this horrible confinement ; and violent attempts

were immediately made to force the door ; but without effeft, for . it

opened inward : on v^'hich many began to give a loofe to rage. Mr.

Holwell, who had placed himfelf at one of the windows, exhorted

them to remain compofed both in body and mind, as the only means

of furviving the night, and his remonftrances produced a fliort interval

of quiet ; during which he applied to an old jemautdar, who bore
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tempted the avarice of the keepers of their prifon ; ^75^*

but the nabob was afleep *, and there was not

ibme marks of humanity in his countenance, promifing to give him a

thoufand rupees in the morning, if he would feparate the prifoners in-

to two chambers. The old man went to try, but returning in a few

minutes, faid it was impoffible. Mr. Holwell offered him a larger

fum ; on which he retired once more, and returned with the fatal fen-

tence, that no relief could be expected, becaufe the Nabob was afleep,

and no one dared to wake him.
*' In the mean time every minute had increafed their fuflerings. The

firft- effeft of their confinement was a profufe and continued fweat,

which foon produced intolerable thirft, fucceeded by excruciating pains

in the bread, with difficulty of breathing little fhort of fuffocation.

Various means were tried to obtain more room and air. Eveiy one

ftripped off his cloaths ; every hat was put in motion ; and thefe me-

thods affsrding no relief, it was propofed that they fhould all fit down
on their hams at the fame time, and after remaining a little while in

this poflure, rife all together. This fatal expedient was thrice repeated

before they had been confined an hour ; and every time, feverals, un-

able to rear themfelves up again, fell, and were trampled to death by

their companions. Attempts were again made to force the door,

which, failing as before, redoubled their rage : but the thirft increa-

fing, nothing but water ! water ! became foon after the general cry.

The good jemautdar immediately ordered fome fkins of water to be

brought to the windows ; but, in (lead of relief, his benevolence became

a more dreadful caufe of deftiaiftion ; for the fight of the water threw

every one into fuch exceflive agitation and ravings, that, unable to re-

fill this violent impulfe of nature, none could wait to be regularly

ferved, but each, with the utmoft ferocity, battled againft thofe who

were likely to get it before him ; and in thefe confiifts many were

cither prefled to death with the efforts of others, or fuffocated by their

own. This fcene, inftead of producing compaflion in the guard with-

out, only excited their mirth : and they held up lights to the bars, in

order to have the diabolical fatisfadtion of feeing the deplorable conten-

tions of the fufferers within; who, finding it impoflible to get any wa-

ter whilft it was thus furioufly difputed, at length fuffered thofe who

were nearefl to the windows to convey it in their hats to thofe behind

them. It proved no relief either to their thirlt or their fufferings ; for

the fever incrcafed every moment with the increafing depravity of the

air in the dungeon, which had been fo often rcfpired, and was fatu-

lated with the hot and deleterious effluvia of putrifying bodies, of

which the (tench was little lefs than mortal. Before midnight, all who

were alive, and had not partaken of the air at the windows, were ei-

ther in a lethargic flupefaftion, or raving with delirium.—Eveiy kind

of jnve^iive and abufe was uttered, in hopes of provoking the guard

ASIA.
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175^' perhaps a fingle peifon in Bengal who thought

that a defpotic tyrant's flumbers Ihould be inter

-

to put an end to their mifeiies, by firing into the dungeon ; and v.hilft

fome were blafpheming their Creator with the frantic execrations of

torment in defpair, Heaven was implored by others with wild and in-

coherent prayers ; until the weaker, exhaufted by thefe agitations, at

length lay down quietly, and expired on the bodies of their dead or

agonizing friends. Thofe who ftill furvived in the inward part of the

dungeon, finding that the water had afforded them no relief, made a

Jaft effort to obtain air, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of

thofe who had flood between them and the windows, where the utmoft

llrcngth of every one was employed for two hours, either in maintain-

ing his own ground, or endeavouring to get that of which others were

in poflelTion. All regards of compaflion and affection were loft, and

no one would recede or give way for the relief of another. Faintnefs

fometimes gave fhort paufes of quiet ; but the firft motion of any one

renewed the flruggle through all, under which ever and anon fome one

funk to rife no more. At two o'clock, not more than fifty remained

alive. But even this number were too many to partake of the faving

air, the conteft for which, and life, continued until the morn, long im-

plored, began to break ; and, with the hope of relief, gave the few

furvivors a view of the dead. The furvivors then at the window, find-

ing ihat their entreaties could not prevail on the guard to open the

door, it occurred to Mr= Cook, the fecretary of the council, that Mr.

Ilolwell, if alive, might have more influence to obtain their relief ; and

two of the company undertaking the fcarch, diicovered him, having

fliil fome ligns of life ; but when they brought him towards the v\in-

dow, every one refufed to quit his place, excepting Captain Mills, who,

with rare generofity, offered to refign his ; on which the reft likcwife

agreed to make room. He had fcarcely begun to recover his fenfes,

before an officer, fent by the Nabob, came and enquired if the Englifh

chief furvived ; and foon after the fame man returned with an order to

open the prifon. The dead were fo thronged, and the furvivors had Co

little ftrength remaining, that they were employed near half an hour

in removing the bodies which lay againft the door, before they could

clear a paffage to go out one at a time ; when of one hundred and

forty-fix who went in, no more but twenty-three came out alive, the

sthaftlieft forms that ever were fcen. The Nabob's troops beheld them,

and the havock of death from which they had efcaped, with indiffe-

rence ; but did not prevent them from removing to a diftance, and

were immediately obliged, by the intolerable ftench, to clear the dun-

geon, whilft others dug a ditch on the outfide of the fort, into which

all the dead bodies were promifcuoiilly tluown."
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tupted, even to preferve the lives of fo great a ^75^*

number of unhappy men. ^5^^,

The deliverance of the few that remained alive,

was neither owing to compaflion nor regret. The

Suba had been informed, that there was a confi-

derable treafure fecreted in the fort, and that Mr.

Holwell knew where it was dcpofited. It was in

vain that that gentleman folemnly declared his ig-

norance of fuch a treafure : the inhuman Suba

gave no credit to his proteftations ; buc ordered

him, and three of his friends, to be conveyed, load-

ed with fetters, to the Indian camp. The humane

reader would be Ihocked at the recital of the cruel

treatment, which this unhappy gentleman, and his

companions, underwent ; fuffice it to fay, that,

after a variety of fufFerings, at which even the

barbarous Suba fecmed at lafl (lung with remorfCj

they were permitted to retire to a neighbouring

Dutch fettlement.

This unfortunate difaftel* threw a damp on the

fuccefs attending the expedition againft Angria*

The exafperated barbarity of the nabob threatened

the total deftrudion of the commerce and fettle-

ments on the Ganges. The emergency required

difpatch and vigour ; and the only hopes of re-

covery^ depended on the uncertain arrival of the

fleet which had lately reduced Angria.—The

ample revenge taken by the Englilh for the in-

humane treatment of their countrymen, and the

confequences of this melancholy event, which, far

from producing the misfortunes apprehended,

was the means of opening a vaft field of power

and glory to Britain, will be recorded among the

tranfadions of the enfuing year.
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CHAP. IV.

Various changes in adminijiration—CharaEler of the

different faBions-—King of PruJJia takes the fields

and defeats the Aujlrians near Prague.

^ i HE affairs of Britain began now to alTume a

EUROPE.
lYYQi'Q promifing appearance. Several events took

place, which indicated the revival of her prifline

importance, and feemed to be the harbingers of

better days.—The public diffatisfaclion had ar-

rived at that point, beyond which it is dangerous

to go ; and a change of men and meafures be-

came abfolutely neceffary, to preferve the nation

from utter deflrudion. Thofe by whofe erring

conduct thefe calamities were occafioned, feem-

ed at lafl confcious that the meafure of their ini-

quity was nearly full, and began to think of re-

tiring from a Ration which they could no longer

Mr. Fcxre- maintain. Mr. Fox, the principal prop of the totter-

ing fabric of adminiflration, not chufing any longer

to bear the popular odium, for meafures in which

he had only an inconfiderable Ihare, refigned the

office of fecretary of flate ; not, indeed, without

hopes of being foon re-inilated in his employment,

with additional influence and power.—Thus de-

prived of one of their principal leaders, the remain-

ing feeble band of minifters were unable any

longer to fupport themfelves. Deftitute of any

fixed fyftem of conduft, without the confidence,

affedionj and purfe of the people, and oppofed in
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their meafures by men of the greatefl abilities and n5£-

the moft invincible integrity, they were obliged to europe.

quit their ppfts, and abandon the helm of go-

vernment to the management of abler hands.

In this critical conjun6tm*e, in this forlorn ftate

of hope, the voice of the nation pointed out, and

the neceffity of affairs called into action, a fet of

men in vi^hom the people placed their confidence,

and repofed their fafety. William Pitt, lifq; was Mr. pitt

- n 1 1 r T-v
appointed

appointed fecretary of ftate on the 4th or De- ftcretary of

cember ; an appointment which gave joy and fa-

tisfaftion to the whole nation. Every lover of

his country, and every friend to liberty, exulted to

fee the happy day, when his Majefty, no longer

influenced by thofe who had brought upon him

diflionour and difquietude^ was determined to li-

ften to the voice, and confult the happinefs of his

people.

So grateful was the new minifter's elevation to

the nation in general, that all parties (the parti-

zans of the old miniftry excepted) united heartily

to ftrengthen the hands of government. The na-

tion was not difappointed in their opinion of his

abilities. He diligently provided for the internal

defence of the kingdom, and the annoyance of

the enemy.—The Highlands of Scotland, fo far

from contributing to the ftrength of the nation,

had hitherto been a terror to government, and re-

quired an army always to be kept in readinefs to

prevent their rifmg in favour of a foreign power.

A cruel and narrow-minded policy had taken

place with refped to the inhabitants of that part

of Britain, who were treated with a feverity equal-

r 2
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i75<5' ly oppreffive and tyrannical.—Mr. Pitt difclaimed

EUROPE, thofe jealous and barbarous tenets of arbitrary

power. Convinced that the oppofition of that gal-

lant, though rude people, proceeded from a princi-

ple of honour, and a miftaken attachment to the

unhappy family of Stuart, he conceived that this

formidable internal foe might be converted into a

generous and ferviceable friend. He therefore

propofed to his Majefty, to admit, and to invite, by

proper encouragements, the fufpefted part of the

Scots Highlanders into his pay. By this adoption,

his Majelly recovered a refpedable body of fub-

ieds, who for many years had withdrawn them-

ielves from his protedion, and had been ready,

upon all occafions, to join with, or to favour the

defigns of France upon England. The confequences

of this excellent policy have reflected honour on

the political abihties of Mr. Pitt. In every fervice

they have been employed in, the Highlanders

have fignalized themfelves in a particular manner.

Strength, agility, a capability of enduring the

greatefl hardiliips, and a bravery bordering on

enthufiafm, are the charafteriftics of that people
;

and their very name has now become a terror to

the enemies of Great Britain.

In the courfe of his adminiftration, alfo, the bill

for regulating the militia, which had hitherto been

oppofed by the principal men in power, was

brought into parliament by Colonel (now Lord)

Townlliend. After a variety of alterations and

amendments, in which the fupporters of the bill

were obliged to acquiefce, or run the rifk of its

being thrown out altogether, it palTed the royal
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affent.—The old miniflry were reftrained, by mo" '73 7-

tives of fear, from oppofing a meafure, which Ey^orE.

they had always dreaded as the mofl etfectual bar

to arbitrary power ; and the new minifters, by

thus arming the people for the internal defence

of the nation, difcovered their intention to exe-

cute fome diftant fervice with the (landing army

that required a powerful military force abroad.

This pleafmg profped of national felicity was

fleeting and evanefcent. Though the abilities and

difmtereftednefs of the new miniftry were ac-

knowledged even by their enemies, though they

were feconded and fupported by the bulk of the

nation, yet there were other quaUfications necef-

fary to fupport themfelves in office, which, it muffc

be confeffed, they did not poflefs. As they had

neither bargained for their places, nor dehvered

up their principles, they were determined to fup-

port their integrity and independence ; and to con-

fult the true intereft and profperity of the nation,

even in oppofition to the prejudices of majefty it-

felf. Several propofitions, in which the intereft

of his Majefty's electoral dominions were more

confulted than that of Great Britain, were op-

pofed by Mr. Pitt and his adherents ; and this op-

pofition was exaggerated by the alTociates of the

old miniftry, who ftill hovered about the throne.

The fpirit and freedom with which they debated

every meafure, even in the prefence of their fo-

vereign, was conftrued into a want of refped ;

and their behaviour in parliament, in which they

regarded themfelves, not as fervants to the crown,

but as reprefentatives of the people, and guardians



52 MILITARY MEMOIRS
J^757' of their liberty and property, was made the pre-

EUROPE. tenceof.an impeachment of their loyalty. The
confequence of thefe inlinuations was a peremptory

difmiffion from their feveral offices ; and Mr.
Mr. Pitt re- Pitt, by his Majefty's exprefs command, refigned
'^"'

the feals on the 5th of April ; at a period when
his wifdom, integrity, and firmnefs, were more
neceflary than ever.

As the politics of this period were complicated

and myflerious, it will be neceflary, in order to

form an idea of them, to dehneate the charafters

of the different parties who laid claim to the di-

li^Iel""' reftion of flate affairs, lliey confided of three
paities. different factions. The firfl, highly refpedable as

to rank and fortune, poffeffed of a confiderable

jQiare of parliamentary intereft, and the greateft

fway with the monied people, was compofed of

thofe who had grown into .place and power under

the old miniftry. Their adulation and courtly

compliance had likewife rendered them greatly

refpecled by the King ; but in fome very material

points, their weaknefs was confpicuous : they

were deficient in popularity, and their political

abilities were but indifferent.—The fecond faftion,

though fuperior in point of abilities, was poffeff-

ed of lefs parliamentary intercfl, and much more

unpopular than the firft. They derived their power

from their influence at one court, by means of a

then powerful connection; but which only tended to

make them lefs refpefted at the other court, and

even added to their unpopularity.—The third party

had httle influence in parliament, and lefs at court j

but they poffeffed, in the highefl degree, the con-?
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fidencc and fupport of the people. The {h'lnlng ^157*

abilities of their leader, and his fteady adherence europe.

to an upright difinterefted conduft, claimed vene-

ration even from his opponents.—Thefe factions

differed extremely in the general fcheme of their

politics. The two firfl agreed in opinion, that

the increafmg power of France was much to be

dreaded ; that it was abfolutely necelTary to main-

tain a balance of power ; and that this was to be

done chiefly by keeping up a clofe connection

with the powers of the continent, by efpoufmg

their quarrels, and even alTifting them with troops

if required. This furniflied an argument for a

(landing army ; and, though they thought the

navy fhould by no means be negleded, yet it

ought only to be employed in fubferviency to the

continental fyflem. In their opinions of conftitu-

tional liberty, they were likewife fmgular. Though

they pretended to be (launch friends to the liber-

ties of the people, yet, as government muft be

fupported, they looked upon it as juflifiable to

fecure a majority in parliament, by creating nu-

merous lucrative places and employments at the

difpofal of the crown ; alledging, as a palliation of

this mode of ruling, that the particular form of

our government, and the general depravity of

mankind, rendered any other lefs exceptionable

method impracticable.
,

The third and popular party was actuated by

principles of a different nature. They viewed in-

deed the increafmg power of France in the fame

light with the two former, and acquiefced in the

neceffity of fetting bounds to it j but they differed
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'757' widely in the means to be vifed for that purpole^

EUROPE. They were for making the military operations of

Great Britain entirely fubfervient to our naval

llrength, as a more natural, fafer, and lefs ex-

penfive plan of politics. Our fituation as an ifland,

faid they, points out to us a conduct different from

that of other nations. The fea is our natural ele-

ment ; and to quit that, and involve ourfelves in

continental quarrels, is acting diametrically oppo-

iite to our real interefts. The fuperiority of

France lies entirely on the continent, and the at~

tacking her on that fide would be evidently dan-

gerous, and like (to ufe a ftrong though vulgar

expreflion) taking a bull by the horns. Our go^

vernment, they faid, ftood in no need of fupport

from a (landing army, which was ever dangerous

to freedom ; and that a well-trained militia would

prove our befl protection againil an invafion.

From a higher notion of human nature, they

judged it poffible to influence the minds of men
by nobler motives than that of intereft. A mi-

niftry who governs uprightly, will never be oppofed

by the people.

The forced refignation of Mr. Pitt, contributed

,
to add luftre to his character. The refentment of

a monarch, ' however deflru6tive in other coun-

tries, in England has quite a different effe£t. The
object of royal indignation, is ever the favourite of

the people ; and, if he forfeits not the proteftion

of the law^s, he has little to fear from the exalted

fituation of his adverfary.—The Britiili nation,

ever grateful to their benefadors, received the

difmiffed minifters with the greatelt tokens of ap-
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probation. The mod opulent and refpedablc cor- '757-

porations prefented thcin with their freedoiii, the ^uropi.

highell gift, in the opinion of a Briton, that can

be cout'erred.— The rcfentment againfl the old

miniflry, who had now refu:ned their places, was

more violent than ever. The people could not be

p^fiuaded, that the fame perfons who had funk

the nation into run and diftrefs, could ever be

the mitruiTients of her delivery and redemption.

Numerous addreiTes were prefented to the throne,

foiicitlag the reiloration of Mr. Pitt j and his Ma- Mr. Pitt re

jefty, facrificing his private refentments to the feals.

good of his people, was gracioufly pleafed to re-

deliver the feals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him fecre-

tary of ftate for the fouthern department, on the

apth of June.

The unpopular party, however, was not en-»

tirely excluded from a fliare in the adminiftration.

Their influence in the privy council, and credit in

the houfe of commons, were ftili great, and fuf-

ficient to thwart every meafure in which they did

not partake. A coalition of parties therefore took

place from iieceility, as the only prudent and falu-

tary means of healing divlfions, and aiTuaging the

rage of fadion. Both parties receded a little from

their former principles, which had been violently

pufhed in their feveral extremes. It was now pro=

pofed to gratify the King, with affifting our allies,

on the continent in the method mod agreeable to,

our infular fituation, which is, by making diver-

fions with our jBeets ; and it was alfo agreed, that

we (hould aid them with fuch land-force and

^pney as our ftrength and finances <;ould admito
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'757; These domcflic difTenfions happily compofed,

BURQPE. ^^ became now abfolutely neceffary, to atone for

the pafl loiTes and difappointments, and to retrieve

the credit of the Britilli arms and councils, by fome

fpirited and vigorous enterprife. War had been

declared in the courfe of. the fummer by both na-

tions, and our hoftilitics could no longer be repre-

fented as lawlefs invafions or piracies. As the

firft undertaking was intended to facilitate our

military connexions and operations in Germany,

it will more properly come after the account of

the tranfadions in that country.

At the opening of the campaign in 1757, every

thing appeared unfavourable for the King of Pruf-

tbe'Kirof ^^^' ^^ ^^^ preceding fummer, procefs had been
PiuiTu, commenced againfl him in the Aulic council, and

before the diet of the empire. The influence of

a family in which the empire had fo long been

hereditary, and the formidable confederacy againft

him, over-awed thofe who wilhed to fupport him,

and his enemies vjert happy at fo fair an oppor-

tunity to reduce his power. He was condemned

for contumacy; and it was notified to him, that he

was put under the ban of the empire, and fallen

from all the dignities and pofTeffions he held un-

der it. The contingents of men and money ordered

to be furnifhed by the circles of the empire to put

this fcntence in execution were, however, flowly

colleded.—His vidory at Lowofchutz had been

attended with no other confequence than the fur-

render of the pafs at Pirna. The Auftrian army

jn Bohemia, commanded by Prince Charles of

Lorrain and M. Brown, amounted to upwards of
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lo6,ooo men ; the Czarina fent 60,000 men, '757*

under the command of M. Apraxin, aflifted by europe,

a flrong fleet, to invade Ducal Pruflia ; and the

Swedes, in hopes of recovering what they had loft

in Pomerania, joined the fame confederacy, being

aided by 6000 troops of Mecklenbourg.

In this perilous fituation, threatened on all

fides, and apparently on the brink of deftrudion,

the PrulTian monarch had nothing to truft to, for

prefervation, but his own abilities, and the fuperior

valour and difcipline of his troops. Far from be-

ing daunted at the formidable confederacy againft

him, he prepared for the conteft with a cool ra-

pidity peculiar to himfeif. He diftinguifhed, be-

tween great difficulties and impoffibilities, and be-

ing never difcouraged by the former, has often

feemed to execute the latter* He divided hh
army into three bodies, which at the fame time

penetrated, by very different ways, into Bohemia;

his maxim being to carry the war as far from

home as poffible. The firll body was commanded

by M. Schwerin, and entered that kingdom from

Silefia. The fecond was under the Prince of Be-

vern, who. marched from Lufatia ; and the laft

was commanded by the King in perfon.
"^

As a prelude to the campaign, the Prince of

Bevern, on the 21ft of April, having poffeiTed

himfeif of fome ftrong pofls on the frontiers of

Bohemia, marched to attack the Auftrian army,

amounting to 20,000 flrong, commanded by Count

Konigfesr, and pofted near Reichenbero-. The Ba"'^"^

action began at half an hour after fix in the morn- bug.

ing, and continued till eleven. The Auflrians were
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^757_' defeated and put to flight; and their lofs amount*

-„n^„,r ed to Upwards of looo men killed and wounded,

while that of the Pruflians did not exceed 1 50.

The King of Piuilia, on receiving the news of

this vidory, publilhed the account of it at the

head of his army, by whom it was received with

the loudefl acclamations of applaufe.—This advan-

tage, at the beginning of the campaign, was pro-

ductive of the moft falutary confequences to his

Pruuian Majefty. It facilitated his future opera-

tions, firuck a panic into his enemies, and fpirited

up his own troops, who were eager to be led on

to the moft arduous enterprifes.—^The PrufTian

armies were now in fuch a iituation, that a junc-

tion could be formed whenever neceifary. The
Kin? of intention of Frederic, was to draw the enemy to a

fo'ivesto at- general engagement, if poffible* They were fupe-

SuaSL. ^'^^ ^° ^"^^ ^^ number, and were encamped in a

fituation fo fortified by nature and art, as to be

deemed almoft impregnable. Something therefore

was neceffary to be done in point of generalfhip,

without leaving all to the rifk of the fword ; and

his Majefty, ever vigilant and penetrating, with a

fagacity that forefaw every thing, was readily fur-

nifhed v/ith a ftratagem for this purpofe. To the

strat-irem furprife of every one, he marched towards Egra ;

i.o divide ^ ^Yie Auftrians, deceived by this movement,

and imagining that the King had undertaken fome

defign diftir.ft from the objeQ: of his other armies,

detached a body of 20,000 men from their main

Succeeds, army, to obferve his motions. Frederic, findini^

that this mancEvure had taken its full effed, made

fo fudden and maflerly a movement to the left,



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 5^

that all communication between that detachment J757*

and the main army of the Auftrians was cut off. ,„7r7.

Elated by this advantage, he marched onwards,

with his accullomed rapidity, to Prague, where he

joined the armies under the Prince ot Bevern and

M. Schwerin, who had advanced, with an almofl

equal celerity, to meet him. The Auftrians, tho*

amounting to 100,000 men, were fenfible of the a-

bility of their adverfary, .and determined to ad with

caution. Their commanders, Prince Charles of

Lorrain and M. Brown, refoivcd not to march in

queft of the Pruffian monarch, but to wait his

united force in their camp, and to cover the city

of Prague from infult.

This caution in the enemy, only ftimulated the

vivacity of the Pruffian monarch, whofe fortitude

was always in proportion to the difficulties he had

to encounter, and whofe refolutions were not ta-

ken upon the danger, but the expediency of the

adion. The hopes of future fuccefs depended on

his defeating this fortified camp. Having thrown

feveral bridges over the Moldaw, he pafled that

river, on the 6th of May, with 30,000 men,

leaving the reft of the army under the command
of the prince of Anhalt Deflau ; and being joined

by the troops under M. Schwerin and the Prince Advances

of Bevern, he refolved to attack the enemy on *" ^^^ *'^'

the fame day. Accordingly, he ordered his army

to file off to the left, with an intention of flank-

ing the enemy ; which obliged M. Brown to wheel

about to the right. The Pruffians continued their

march through a road fo full of defiles and mo-
ralTes, that the infantry and cavalry were forced
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EUROPE.

Battle of

Prague.

J757- to feparate. Their ardour, far from being checked

at thtfc obftacles, was greatly heightened by them.

They vied with each other, in paffing defiles, in

croffing marflies, in feizing the rifmg grounds, and

in clearing ditches.—The foot began the attack

too precipitately, and were at firll repulfed ; but

they immediately rallied, and advanced with an

impetuofity that v^'as not to be refifted. M. Schwe-

rin, as he was advancing towards the enemy^ was

fuddenly flopped in his career by a morafs, which

threatened to difconcert the whole plan of opera-

tions. Upon this, he immediately difmounted, and,

taking the ftandard of the regiment in his hand,

boldly entered the morafs, exhorting his men to

follow him. Infpired by the example of this great

commander, now 82 years of age, the troops prefT-

ed forward, and abated not in their ardour till

they had totally defeated the enemy, though their

brave general unfortunately fell at the firft onfet,

loaded with years and glory.—The Auftrian ca-

valry ftood but three charges, and then retired

with great confufion; the centre being at the fame

time totally routed. The battle was bloody and

obftinate, and both parties gave fignal examples

of valour. Prince Henry of Pruffia and the Prince

of Bevern performed wonders, making themfclves

maimers of two batteries ; and Prince Ferdinand

of Brunfwick took the left wing of the Auflrians

in flank, while the King fecured the palTage of

the Moldaw v/ith his left, and a body of cavalry.

Gained by At laft the Auflrians, yielding to fuperior abilities,

and the fate of war, were driven from the field

of battle, and the Kin^ of Pruj3ia obtained a com*

the Pruf-

fians.
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plete vl£lory. The Pruffians took, on this occa- *757»

fion, ten (tandards, and upwards of 4000 pri-

foners, thirty of whom were officers of rank ; to-

gether with 60 pieces of cannon, all the tents,

baggage, military cheft, and, in a word, their

whole camp. The lofs on both fides was great,

and each had the misfortune to lofe one of their

bed generals; M. Schwerin*, whofe fidelity, intre-

pidity, experience, and military prudence, had

defervedly gained him the friendihip and confi-

dence of the Pruflian monarch ; and M. Brown,

who received a wound, which, from the chagrin

he fuffered, rather than from its own nature,

proved mortal fhortly after.—The main body of

the Auflrian army fled towards Prague, and threw

themfelves into that city ; another party, to the

amount of 10,000 men, retired towards Benefcau,

where they afterwards affembled under M. Pret-

lach.

* M. Schwerin was born on the i6tli OtLioLitr iOc.4. He (tudled at

Leyden, Rollock, andGrieiswade. TheDuKe Chancs Leopold ferit him

in lyiz to the King of Sweden, Charles XII. at Bender^ with whom

he continued a year. In 1723, he had a regiment given him in the

Pruflian fetvice, and, by mihtary giadation, arrived at the pjfl: of

Field Marlhal in 1740. He diltinguilhed himielf at the battle of Mol-

witz in 1 741. In the campaign 17^6, he gave great proofs of his abi-

lities in the art of war. He was rather a little hzed man, but had how^

fver a martial look ; loved the foldiers, and was ver>- careful of them,

and therefore much beloved by them. In all his expeditions he knew

how to combine the greateft bravery with the greateil prudence. He

was twice married, and left children of both fexes,

CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

King of Vrtijfia forms the blockade of Prague—De-

plorable Jituation of the inhabitants—Count Daiin

takes the command of the Aujirian army—At'

tacked by the King of Fru/fia^ whom be repulfcs

at Kolin,

!=AJ JjY the event of this battle, it was expcfted that

tuROPB. the Pruffians would hivtft Prague ; which they

immediately did, the King commanding on one

fide, and Marflial Keith on the other. In four

days all communication from without was cut off,

^ft^^'"*
the whole city being furrounded with lines and

entrenchments—The number of forces fliut up

within the walls amounted to 50,000, befides a

great many perfons of the firft rank, viz. Prince

Charles of Lorrain, Marfhal Brown, the Princes

of Saxony, the Prince of Modena, the Duke
d'Aremberg, Count Lacy, and feveral others

of great diflindlon. It was generally imagin-

ed, that this city would necefiarily fall a facri-

fice to the vidtorious army, the numbers within

ferving no other purpofe than to conlume the pro-

vifions of a gatrifon, then but indifferently fup-

plied. Immediately after the blockade was form-

ed, the Pruffians took poffeffion of Czifcaberg, an

eminence which commanded the town, on which

the Auftrians had a ftrong redoubt. The befieged

made feveral vigorous, but ineffcdual attempts, to

recover this poll, which was defended by the
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Pruflians with the utmoft refolutlon.—^In order to ^757-

eaie the city of the multitude of forces cooped up ^J^^j
tifeiefs within the walls, it was refolved to attack

the Fruflian army in the night, with a body of

twelve thoufand men, fuftained by all the grena-

diers, volunteers, Pandours, and Hungarian in-

fantry, and thus, if polTible, to open a way, fword

in hand, through the camp of the befiegers.

The Pruflians, having received intelligence of

this defign by a deferter, took proper meafures

for their reception, and in lefs than a quarter of

an hour they were all under arms.—But not-

withftanding the Pruflians were warned of this at-

tempt, it was conduced with fo much filence,

that nothing was difcovered before the Auftrians

charged their advanced pofts. From their begin- The befieg.

ed r

fally
ning the attack on Marlhal Keith's camp, and ^^ '^'^^^ *

the left wing of the Pruflian army, encamped on

the Moldaw, it is probable the enemy intended

to deflroy the batteries that were raifing, and to

attack the bridges of communication which the

Pruflians had thrown over the Moldaw at Branick

and Podaba, about a quarter of a German mile

above and below the city. The alarm began a-

bout two o'clock, the enemy hoping to come un-

expectedly upon the miners; but in this they were

difappointed. The piquet of the third battalion

of the Pruflian guards, who were to fufl:ain the

body which covered the works, was thrown into

confuflon at the firfl fire from the enemy, owing

to the darknefs of the night, which rendered it

impoflible to dillinguifli the Auftrian troops from

fheir own. A lieutenant, who was detached with

H
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^757- a party to reconnoitre the enemy, endeavoured, by

EUROPE, lighting a fire, to difcover their difpofition. This

had the efftd: of informing Captain Rodig, who
commanded the piquet, of their fituation, who
immediately attacked them on the flank, giving

orders to his men to fire in platoons ; upon which

the enemy fled with the greateft precipitation, be-

ing ignorant of the fl:rength of the piquet, as the

ihouting of the Pruflfian foldiers made them mif-

take it for a numerous body. Numbers deferted,

fome took flielter in Prague, and many were

forced into the river, and drowned—A regiment

of the enemy's horfe-grenadiers, at the time this

attack began, fupported by the Hungarian infan*

try, endeavoured to furprife a redoubt, under an

inceflant fire upon the whole front of the Pruf-

fians ; but were repulfed with confiderable lofs.

They renewed the attack three times, and were

as often beat back, the Prufiians maintaining the

pofl with a firmnefs and refolution not to be de-

fcribed. On this occafion the battalion of Prince

Ferdinand of Brunfwick fufFered greatly.

At three in the morning, the Prufiians march-

ed out of their camp to meet the enemy. Part of

the army attacked a building called Red-houfe, at

the bottom of a declivity before Wellafiowitz.

The Pandours, who were in pofiefllon of this houfe,

fired upon them inceflantly from all the doors and

windows, but were at laft diilodged. For about

two hours the Pruffian army were obliged to fuf-

tain the fire of the enemy's whole cannon and

Inufl^:etry, which did much execution. At length,

Jhe Pruflfians having abandoned the Red-houfe,
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6wing to the continued fire which was kept upon '757»

it from the artillery of Prague, the Pandours again europe.

took pofl'effion of it ; and the reft of the enemy

retired to the city, without in the leafl effefting ^""'"'?"\

their defign, leaving behind them many dead and

wounded, befides deferters. The Pruflians upon

this occafion made a few prifoners, although they

fuffered the lofs of feveral officers and private

men. Prince Ferdinand, the King of Pruffia's

youngefl brother, was flightly wounded in the

face, and likewife had a horfe fhot under him.

Hitherto neither of the parties had received

Very confiderable damage, the operations of the

PrufTians bemg confined to a filent blockade, and

thofe of the Auflrians to a few flight fallies, in

which they were generally repulfed with lofs. But

the PrufTian works being at length completed, and

their heavy artillery arrived, they opened four

batteries ere£ted on the banks of the Moldaw,

and began to play furioufly on the city. In the

fpace of twenty-four hours they threw in no lefs a terrible

than three hundred bombs, befides an infinite mTnt.*"^

quantity of red-hot balls, which fet the city on fire

in feveral places.—The King of PrufTia has on

this occafion been cenfured for want of humanity;

and indeed the generals on both fides feem to

have been actuated by the moft horrid barbarity.

When the conflagration had lafled for three days,

and the inhabitants faw their city on the point of

being reduced to a mafs of rubbifh, they in a

body petitioned the commander to hearken to

terms ; but, inflead of granting their requeft, he

turned out 12,000 perfons, the leafl ufeful in the

H 2
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^757' defence of the city. Thefe were again forced

EUROPE, back by the Pruffians, which foon brought on a

famine, and reduced both the garrifon and inhabi-

tants to the neceffity of living on horfe-flefh, and

even that was given out in a very fparing manner.

Diftrcfsof In this melancholy fituation, the inhabitants faw

iants"

^
'' no ^^^ to their miferies, but by a fpeedy capitula-

tion, which the commander, who faw himfelf at

the head of a numerous, well-appointed, and def-

perate army, was determined by no means to lif-

ten to. Several refolute and well conducted fai-

lles were made, but without fuccefs, being always

rendered fruitlefs by the vigilance and determined

bravery of the Pruffians.*

* " It is, no doubt, a thing worthy of remark, and will appear a fable

to pofterlty, that near 50,000 men, with a train of artillery, arms.

Sec. fhoiild fuhmit to be fhiit up for fix weeks, and reduced to extre-

mity, by an army of equal force. That of the King did not certainly,

at the end of May, exceed that of the Aurtrians ; which will appear

evident, if we confider how many men he had loft in the battle, by

fscknefs, defertion, and the numberlefs detached corps. This army,

ftnall as it was, formed a chain of pofts, which extended many miles,

and was moreover feparated by the Moldaw ; over which they commu-

nicated by two bridges only ; the one above, and the other below the

town : fo that, in fa£t, the Auftrians, had they chofe to march out of

the place, would have had no more than half the Pruflian army to

contend with : why therefore they did not, no man that has the leaft

idea of military affairs, can ever comprehend. A torrent carried one of

the bridges away, yet did they ftill continue quiet, and let flip this fa-

vourable opportunity, without making any attempt to go out. We have

been very often on the ground about Prague, and mult own it is, and

will be, a matter of wonder and aftonilliment, that no effort was made

to march out. Had they attacked the Pruffians, thus feparated by a

great river, and divided into {o many fmall detachments, they could

not fail in their attempt; they mufl have deftroyed their army. It is

no lefs furprizing, that fo great a general as the King of Prullia (hould

think it poffible to reduce an army of 50,000 men, in fuch an exten-

five town as Prague, with one of equal force. The fupinenefs of the

Auftrians juftified this attempt, and faved his army from inevitable
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In this fituation, when the Emprefs-Queen was '737»

on the brink, of ruin, her grand army difperfed, luRorE.

and flying in fmall parties, her princes and com-

manders (hut up in Prague, that capital on the

point of furrendering, and the utmoit favour the

garrifon could expert was being made prifoners of

war, a general arofe, who feemed deftined by the

hand of providence to mark the vicillitude of hu-

man affairs, and who in turn was to reduce his

PruiTian Majefly to as bad a fituation, as that in

which the Eaiprefs-Queen at prefent found her-

felf. Leopold Count Daun*, bred from his in- Count

fancy in the camp, who had ferved under the uke"tiie

greateft generals, and particularly had ftudied the ^JX au-
art of war under the great Kevenhuiler, was now ttrianarmy.

put at the head of the Auftrian army, on which

deflriiftion.—.ThecelebratedM. Belleifle, who knew Prague perfectly well,

had, in the preceding war, with 15,000 men, defended it for many
months againft the Auftriarts; ai^d, being at laft reduced to the great-

eft extremity, quitted it with 12,000 men, and retired to Egra, with

lafety and glory. This general wrote a letter, while the King was

blockading that town, which F have feen ; wherein he fays, •' Je
•' connois Prague, fi j'y etois, avec la moitie des troupes, que le prince

" Charles y a adtuellement je detruirois I'armee Pruflienne."

Hijl. of the War in Germany, hj a General Officer.

* Leopold Count Daun was born in 1705. He was, in the begin-

ning, a knight of Malta, and colonel of his father's regiment ; in 1736
lord of the bed-chamber ; in i 737 major-general, and ferved againft

the Turks; in 1739 a lieutenant-general ; in 1740 he obtained a regi-

ment; in 1745 he was made a general of infantry ; in 1748 a privy

counfellor ; in 1751 commandant of Vienna; in 1753 knight of the

golden fleece; and in I7,^4 a field-marfhal. He had, in the preceding

war, (hewn no lefs bravery than prudence; and was wounded in the bat-

tles of Grotlka and Freidberg, in 1749. He formed the new exercife,

and compofed the inftitutions for the new military academy. In 1745,

having quitted the order of Malta, he married the countefs Fuchs, (a

favourite of the Einprefs) by whom he has many children.
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1757* depended the fate of the empire. Born of a no*

EUROPE, ble family, and poffeffing the greateft abihties,

he owed not his preferment to fervile court policy,

but rofe flowly and filently from the rank of a

fubaltern, to that of commander in chief, by mere

dint of fuperior merit. Arriving within a few

miles of the city of Prague, the day after the late

defeat, he halted to colled the ftraggling and dif-

perfed parties of the Auftrian army.

Frederic, apprehenfive that this army, which

row amounted to above 40,000 men, and was

continually upon the increafe, might not only

difturb his operations before Prague, but like-

tvife, by fome manoevure, give the Auftrians an

opportunity to flip out of that place, judged it

neceflary to check its farther progrefs, and pre*

vent its becoming too formidable. For this pur-

pofe he detached the Prince of Bevern, with a-

bout 25,000 men, to attack the Auftrian army.

Cautious, fubtle, and penetrating to a degree,

Daun was too prudent to rifk an aftion in his

then circumftances, which, if attended with a de*

feat, would have put the finifliing hand to the

ruin of the Emprefs-Queen. Befides, he confidered

his troops as difpirited, funk with difgrace, and

overcome with fatigue. He confidered, that fuch

an army was by no means fit to cope with one

fiufhed with fuccefs, confident of viftory, and

fighting under the eye of their fovereign ; he

therefore retired as the Pruffians advanced, en-

camped at Kolin, and fortified himfelf ftrongly,

where he was daily joined by numbers of recruits

fent to his armv. His fituation was fuch, that he
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could not polTibly be attacked but at an evident dif- '757«

advantage ; and by this means he divided the Pruf- europe.

fian forces, one half of whom was drawn off from

Prague, in order to watch his dcfigns. Here he

harraifed the enemy, by cutting off their convoys

;

and reftored, by degrees, ardour and confidence

to his troops. He was no ftranger to the enter-

prifmg difpofition of the Pruffian monarch, and

the difcipline and bravery of his army, and wifely

provided againft every contingency. His fituation,

he was fenfible, would prove irkfome and embar-

rafling to the enemy, and therefore he improved

it to the befl advantage.

His Pruffian Majefty, findinej that the Count's King of

army ftill increafed, and that it might foon be m foivestoat-

a condition to raife the fiege, the place being ftill

defended with the moft obftinate bravery, refolved

to dillodge the Auftrians from their ftrong poft at

Kolin, with one part of his army, while the other

(hould continue the blockade at Prague. Mar-

ftial Keith endeavoured, with all the reafons he

could urge, to diffuade the King from fo hazard-

ous an attempt, advifmg rather to raife the fiege

entirely, and attack the Count with the whole

united Pruffian force, or wait until he {hould get »

pofleffion of the city, or the Auftrians quit their

advantageous poft. By following either of thefe

mcafures, a certain advantage would accrue. By
the firft, he might very probably defeat the Count

;

and, by keeping within his lines, the Auftrian

general might perhaps attempt to raife the fiege,

by which means he muft lofe his advantageous

fituation, and his Majefty might then meet him
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»757- upon equal terms Bat, notwithftanding this

EUROPE, prudent advice, the King perfifted in his refolu-

tion, and, on the J3th of June, left the camp be-

fore Prague, attended by a few battalions and

fquadrons, and joined the Prince of Bevern at

Milkowitz, not doubting but that the reputation

of his late victories would (Irike a terror into the

enemy's troops, and that in confequence they

would become an eafy conqueft. The army of

Count Daun now amounted to 60,000,* deeply-

entrenched, with a fine and numerous train of ar-

Advan^a- tiUcry. The bottoms of the hills were fecured by

S'^of the difficult defiles, redoubts, and batteries, erefted
Auflnan ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ advautageous pofts, and every acccf-

fible part of the camp fortified with lines and heavy

pieces of battering cannon.—The perfonal bravery

of the King of Pruffia, and his confidence in his

troops, were never more confpicuous than on this

occafion. With a body of horfe and foot, not

exceeding 32,000, he undertook to diflodge an

army of 60,000, with all the advantages of fitua-

tion and entrenchments above mentioned.

The King's army, on the i8th of June, came

in fight of the Auftrian camp, which he found

fortified with the heavy cannon of Olmutz, and

reinforced with feveral parties of troops from Mo-
ravia and Auftria, whicii had joined them during

his march from Prague. The Auftrians were

drawn up in three lines, on the high grounds be-

* Nothing can be more difficult, than to afceitain with precifion the

rumbers of the German armies; there being fcarce an author but what

differs in this refptft. We have endeavoured to follow thofe, who,

t'l-om their fituationj mult have had the beft information.
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tween Genlitz and St. John Baptift. Notwkh- '757*

(landing the difficulties the King's troops had to ^J^^j
encounter, they marched up to the attack with

the mod amazing firmnefs and intrepidity, amidft

an inceffant fire from the enemy's batteries, which

fwept away multitudes. The aftion began about

three o'clock in the afternoon, when the Pruflian

infantry drove the Auflrians from two eminences

fecured with heavy cannon ; but, immediately af-

ter, in attacking a third eminence, they were ta-

ken in flank by grape-fhot poured from the ene-

my's batteries, and, after a moll horrid flaughter,

thrown into diforder. The King, animating his

troops by his prefence, foon rallied them, and

they returned to the charge, but without efFe<3:. Battle ol

They were a fecond time repulfed. Prince Fer-

dinand did every thing in the power of a great

general, to retrieve the honour of the day, but to

no purpofe. Sevei> times did he lead the infantry

on to the attack, and as often wete they beat

back.—Every manoeuvre was put in practice to

gain a fettlement in the Auftrian camp, and all

were attended with the fame want of fuccefs. The

Auftrian general, in all his operations, cautious,

penetrating, and decifive, was every where pre- j

fent, and neglefted none ofthofe nicer ftrokes on

which the fate of a day frequently depends. In-

timately acquainted with the intrepid bravery and

fkilful condud of his PrufTian Majefty, he expofed

himfelf in every perilous l^tuation, in order to in-

fufe courage into his troops, who every where

caught the fire of emulation from their generalj,

and behaved with the utmoft refolution.

I
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1757* When the PrufTian infantry had thus been rc-

buro7e P^'^tc^ly drove back, a mofl furious attack was

made by the cavalry, headed by his Majefty in

perfon, upon the enemy's left wing, who received

them with amazing fortitude, and foon threw them

into confufion.-—^At laft, when the King faw no

poilibility of changing the fortune of the day, but

lofs following lofs, and misfortune fucceeding mis-

Pruflians fortune, he drew off the remains of his army in
defeated

by M. fuch good order as to prevent a purfuit, and like-

wife to proteO: his artillery and baggage from fal-

ling a prey to the enemy, and retreated to Nim-

berg.

Leaving the command of this fhattered army

with the Prince of Bevern*, although his Majefty

had been upon horfeback the whole day, without

taking any repofc, he fet off immediately for the

camp before Prague, where he arrived next

morning, bringing the firft news of his own de-

* Auguftus William duke of Hevcrn v^aA born in ijis : in 1733 he

ferved againft the French ; in 1735 he entered the Priidian fervice, as

lieutenant colonel ; in 1739 he was made a colonel, and wounded at

the battle of Molwitz; in 1741 he had a regiment given him; in 1743

was made a major-general; in 1747 governor of Stettin; in 1750 knight

of the black eagle, and lieutenant-generaL He diftinguifhed himfelf

in the battles of Plohenfriedberg, Lowofchutz, Prague, Kolin, and

Breflaw : after which he was made a prifoner, while he went with a

/
fervant only to reconnoitre the enemy. He was in 1758 reieafed, with-

out any ranfom, for his affinity to the Emprefs. The King fecming of-

fended at his condudt, he retired to his government at Stettin ; where

^ he remained 'till 1762, when he was called to the army in Silefia, and

had a corps confided to him, while the King was befieging Schweidnitz.

The Auflrians, intending to reheve that place, attacked him with an

army under the command of Generals Lacy, Laudhon, and Odonell,

whom he repulfed feveral times, though they were three times ftronger

than he was, and gave the King time to come to his aid. He may, no

doubt, be numbered among the faft generals of this age.
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EUROPl.

feat.—^He immediately gave orders for raifmg the 1757

iiege, which was executed with fo much fecrecy

and difpatch, that all his artillery, ammunition,

and baggage, were fent off", and the army on their siege of

march, before the garrifon knew any thing of the railed,

battle. In this adtion, the lofs on both fides was

very confiderable. The killed and wounded on

the fide of the Pruffians, amounted to between

8000 and 9000 men. Count Daun received two

ilight wounds, and had a horfe fliot under him*

As foon as the garrifon of Prague was informed

of the T"etreat of the Pruffians, a confiderable body

of Auflrians, under the command of Prince

Charles of Lorraine, fallied out in purfuit ; but,

when they came up with their rear, they found

it too well covered to hazard an attack, and there-

fore returned to Prague, leaving the Pruffian ar-

my to purfue its route unmolefted.

Thus ended the battle of Kolin, and fiege of

Prague ; which, if we advert to confequences,

may be reckoned the fevereft check his Pruffian

Majefty received during the war.-—By the lofs Confequcn->

of this battle, he found himfelf under the neceffity battle of

of evacuating Bohemia, the conqueft of which ^'^^'"*

kingdom he was upon the eve of accomplifhing.

His army too, befides the lofs fuftained in killed

and wounded, fuffered greatly by ficknefs and

defertion ; and the Auflrians, from their late fuc-

cefs, and confequent junftion, were become too

powerful for him to make head againft. He was

therefore obliged to take refuge in Saxony, until

an opportunity fhould offer of retrieving his mif-

fortunes, which, great as they were, he bore

I 2
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1757' with a heroifm only natural to the mod exalted

SUROPE.
minds. The lofs of his mother too, at this time,

was a ftroke which he felt feverely ; efpecially as

it was faid, that grief for his bad fuccefs was a

great mean of haftening her death.*

* The King of Pruflia has laid hiniltlf open to the imputation of

rafhnefs, and want of forefight, in the affair at Kolin. His principal error

feems to have been, too much confidence in his own abilities, and too

much contempt for thofe of his enemies. The neceflity of his affairs

fometimes prompted him to attempt things much above the means he

had to accomplilli them ; and therefore no wonder that many of his

projefts, though in appearance plaufible, wanted folidity, and confe»

quently have not always been attended with fuccefs.—The conduct of

Daun in this affair was perfeiftly uniform, and founded upon reafonablc

principles. His motions were always changed according to the cir-

cumflances ; now flow and dilatory, now vigorous and aflive ; and he

permitted no blunder of the enemy to pafs, of which he did not take

advantage.— After the battle, the King of Pruflia wrote the follow-

ing letter to Lord Marlhal.

" The imperial grenadiers are an admirable corps ; one hundred

companies defended a rifmg ground that my befl infantry could not

carry. Ferdinand, who commanded them, returned fcven times to the

charge, but to no purpofe. At firfl he maftered a battery, but could

not hold it. The enemy had the advantage of a numerous and well

ferved artillery. It did honour to Lichtenfrein, who had the direftion ;

the Prufljan artillery alone can difpute it with him. My infantry were

too few. All my cavalry were prefent, and idle fpe(£lators, except a bold

pufh by my houfehold troops, and fome dragoons. Ferdinand attacked

without powder : the enemy, in return, were not fparing of their's.

They had the advantage of a rifmg ground, of intrenchments, and of

prodigious artillery. Several of the regiments were repulfed by their

mufquetry. Heniy performed wonders. I tremble for my worthy

brothers : they are too brave : fortune turned her back on me this day.

I ought to have expefted it : flie is a female, and I am no gallant. In

fa<fl, I ought to have had more infantry.—Succefs, my dear lord, often

occafions a deftru<ftive confidence. Twenty-four battalions were not

fufficient to diflodge fixty thoul'and men from an advantageous pofl.

Another time we will do better. What fay you of this league, that has

only the Marquis of Brandenburgh for its object ? The great eleftor

•would be furprifed to fee his grandfon at war with the Rufllans, the

Auflrians, almoft all Germany, and a hundred thoufand French

auxiliaries.—I know not if it will be a difgrace in me to fubmit ; but I

*m fure there will be no glory in v^nquifliing me,"
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CHAP. VI.

French army advances towards Hanover—Army of

obfervation, cornmanded by the Duke of Cumberland^

retreats beyond the Wefer—Is followed by the

French army—Battle of Hajienbeck—Allied ar-

my retreats to Stade—Purfued by the French—
Convention of Clojler-feven*

Hitherto the war in Germany had been ll£i

confined to particular fpots, the King of Pruffia's eurofe.

rapid conquefts having deterred the allies of the

Emprefs-Queen from taking the field ; but the

defeat at Kolin, and the confequent evacuation of

Bohemia, entirely changed the face of affairs. The

whole empire now became one vaft fcene of blood-

ihed and devaftation.

A. powerful French army had been afTembled,

and were on full march to the frontiers of Hano-

ver, under the command of Marflial D'Etrees. P«nch zr*

His Britannic Majefly then found it neceffary to D'Etrees.

raifc an army for the defence of his German do-

minions, the command of which was given to

"William Duke of Cumberland, his Majelly*s fe-

cond fon, then a general in high efteem for his

mihtary talents. This army, under the name of

the army of obfervation, was ordered to rendez-

vous at Bielefeld ; and thither the generals, who
were appointed to command the different divifions,

repaired, to receive their orders from the com-

mander in chief, who fet out from London on th<j
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^757- 9th of April, and arrived at Hanover on the 16th,

icROPE. from -whence he immediately went to join the

army. It confided of 26,000 Hanoverians, 12,000

Heffians, 6000 Brunfwickers, 3000 PrufFians,

Allied ar-
"^ooo Saxe-Gothans, and loco Lmienburgers,

iTiy iinder amountins: in all to co.ooo effe£tive men, well
the Duke of o -^ ^ '

Cumber- providcd With every neceflary, and efteemed as

brave troops as any in Germany. Notwithftand-

ing the avowed purpofe of raifmg this army was

for the purpofe of protefting the eledorate of

Hanover, there ' was yet another point in view,

which was the making a diverfion in favour of

his Pruffian Majefty, and preventing the French

troops from marching to the affiflance of the Em-
prefs-Queen. It was generally imagined this force

was fully fufficient to over-awe the French army,

then in great want of provifions, efpecially forage,

infomuch that Marfhal D'Etrees, the Princes of

Conde and la Marche Conti, princes of the blood,

and all the officers without exception, were ob-

liged to fend back their horfes for want of forage

to fubfift them.

While the Hanoverian army lay thus encamp-

ed on the banks of the Wefer, and the French

army at a very little diftance, feveral fkirmillies

happened, with various fuccefs ; but none of any

confequence to be particularly taken notice of.

It was expefted, as the French army was

greatly in want of provifions, that they would

ftrain every point to endeavour to pafs the Wefer,

and fo get footing in a country which had for

a long time been unvifited by armies, and was

^lerefore abounding in plenty. Of this the Ha-
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noverian general could not be fuppofed ignorant, '757'

and it was his bufinefs, in a fpecial manner,'EUROPE.
to guard againil it ; but, from what motive is

unknown, this was not even attempted. On
the 1 3th of June, in the afternoon, the Duke,

having received intelligence that the enemy had

fent off a large body of troops to Burghotte on

his right, he immediately ordered the tents to be

ftruck, and the army to march that evening to

Hervorden. While on their march, about the

beginning of the night, the van-guard of the

French came up with the rear-guard of the allies,

commanded by Major-General Einfiedel, attacked
'

them brilkly, and put them into confufion ; but

they were foon rallied, and repulfed the enemy.

In the morning they made another attack, but

were again repulfed by the Hanoverian guards,

which covered the rear of the army.—The allies Duke's ar-

then encamped at Cofeldt ; and the Duke having
[J^ ^^^^^

ordered fome detachments to pafs the river in the

night, between Minden and Oldendorp, they

marked out a new camp, in an advantageous fi-

tuation, with the Wefer in front, and flanked by

eminences and marlhes. In the mean time the

rear-guard pafled the river, and, in a few days

after, the artillery, baggage, and ammunition.

The French army fixed their head- quarters at

Bielefield, the camp which the allies had left, af-

ter fetting fire to the magazine, which they could

not bring away. Here they continued encamped
till the 6th of July, when, bridges of pontoons

being thrown acrofs the Wefer, Marfhal D'Etrees

fent off his heavy baggage j and, by the 18th, the
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'757' whole French army was encamped m the elec-

5UROPE. t^'^^te of Hanover. The French general imme-

diately detached a part of his army, under the

command of Lieutenant-Generals Broglio and Che-

vert, againfl Mindcn ; and another under the

command of the Marquis D'Auvel, againfl Emb-
den, a fea-port belonging to the King of Pruffia,

and the only one which he had. Both thefe places,

though of great importance, were fufFered to fall

into the enemy's hand with fcarce the fhew of

refiftance, and the inhabitants obliged to take an

oath of allegiance to the French King. Marflial

Hanorer D'Etrccs thcu laid part of the eleftorate of Hano-

contdbu-"^ ver under contribution ; and on the 24th of July,

the whole French army marched in three columns

towards the village of Latford, then occupied by

the Hanoverian Major- General Furftenberg, who,

as foon as the French appeared diredling their march

that way, had been reinforced by a body of troops

under the command of Lieutenant- General Spore-

ken. Notwithflanding which, it was judged im-

practicable to defend that poll ; and therefore it

was abandoned, and the troops retired to the

main army.—The French immediately made two

attacks on the allied army, neither of which, tho*

conducted with great bravery, proved fuccefsful.

—Thus repulfed, they encamped upon the heights

of Latford, direftly oppofite to the Duke of Cum-
berland*s out-pofts, feemingly refolved to attack

the allies as foon as their troops got a little repofe.

—This induced his Royal Highnefs, who did not

think his fituation a very eligible one for giving

battle, to change it for one more advantageous.
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This he accordingly efFeded, by drawing up his »757'

army on the eminences between the Wefcr and ,„-o-u
the woods ; with the village of Haftenbeck in his

front, on his right the Hamekn river, and on his

left the wood, where he likewife ereded a con-

fiderable battery. He then called in all his out-

pofls, and the army lay upon their arms, fixpeft-

ing the French to make an attack.

In this fituation they were not long in fufpence»

On the morning of the 25th, the French army

wa» feen advancing in columns, and immediately

began a brifk cannonade, which continued all day, ,

and galled the allies very feverely, their artillery

being in no degree equal to that of the French.

—The French general made ufe of a great many
feints and manoeuvres, which entirely difconcerted

the allies, not knowing where the attack was in- The allied

tended to be made. Right, left, and center, were conceitS

alternately threatened, and the troops were again |>'
^^*

obliged to lie all night on their arms. The battery

at the end of the wood was repaired, and fup-

ported by four battalions of grenadiers, command-
ed by Major-General Hardenberg- A battalion of

grenadiers, with two field-pieces, was alfo ordered

to reinforce Count Schulenberg, who commanded
on the left of this battery ; and a new battery of

twelve and fix pounders was ereded behind the

village of Haftenbeck.

Next day, as foon as it was light, upon re-

connoitering the enemy, their army was obferved

to lie in the fame pofition as the day before. A*
bout five o'clock, a very brifk cannonading began

againft the battery behind the village, which con*

K
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'757- tinued above fix hours, and was fupported with

EUROPE, firmnefs and refolution by the Heffian infantry and

cavalry, who during that time never once gave way,

nor were put into confufion. About three hours

after, the firing of fmall arms began on the left of

the allied army, which in a ftiort time greatly in-

creafed, and the left wing feemed about to give

way. Upon this, his Royal Highnefs detached

three Hanoverian battalions, and fix fquadrons,

round the wood by Aferde, to its affiftance, who,

immediately charging fome advanced fquadrons of

the enemy, drove them back to their main army.

The great number of the enemy that appeared in

the wood, and marching round that fide, made

Battle of
^^^ grenadiers ftationed to fupport the battery

Haften- thcrc, apprchcnfive of being furrounded, and cut

oif from the army. Major-General Hardenberg

therefore thought it proper to draw them off to-

wards the left, leaving the battery to fall into the

hands of the enemy, who immediately took pof-

feffion of it without oppofition. On this occafion

the hereditary Prince of Brunfwick behaved with

remarkable bravery ; for, at the head of the Wol-

fenbuttle guards, and a battalion of Hanoverians,

he charged, with fixed bayonets, a fuperior num-

ber of the enemy in poffeffion of the battery, and

retook it ; but the French being pofled on an

eminence which flanked this battery, it was foon

abandoned.

The Duke of Cumberland, at laft, finding the

enemy had got poffcflion of feveral of the allied

army's moft advantageous pofls, and, from the

inffriority of his artillery, that there was no pgf*
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fibility of diflodging them, ordered a retreat, ^737«

which was effeded in tolerable order, the French europe*

general not chufing to quit his advantageous por-

tion for the fake of a purfuit.—In this adion,

which was by no means a regular battle, the allied

army was undoubtedly worded, but their lofs was

but inconfiderable ; for, altho' the cannonading

and fkirmillimg continued three days, it amounted

only to about 1400 killed, wounded, and prifoners,

and a few pieces of cannon which fell into the

hands of the enemy.— The French acknowledged

to have loft 1500 men in killed and wounded.

The confequences of this aftion were not more

honourable and glorious to the French, than dif-

graceful and humiliating to the Duke of Cumber-

land. He retired with his army, firft to Hamelen ; in Duke of

which, being a fortified town, he left a garrifon
; ia"d re-"

and afterwards to Nienburg. The archives and
J^rfthe"'

moft valuable effeds of Hanover had been remov- Frend. ?r=

ed, for fecurity, to Stade ; in order to preferve a

communication with which, and likewife to cover

Bremen and Verden, his Royal Highnefs removed

to Hoya, in the neighbourhood of which town

he encamped.—The French army immediately

attacked Hamelen, and foon obliged the -garri-

fon to capitulate. In this town they found fixty

brafs cannon, and feveral mortars, with forty

ovens, and great quantities of ammunition and

provifions. A great many fick and wounded,

whom the Duke had left here in his retreat, were

made prifoners, not being included in the capitii*

lation. X

K a
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»757' About this time, by fome court-manoeuvre of

EUROPE. Madame de Pompadour, by whom the councils

of the French monarch were entirely guided,

M.d'Etrees Marihal D'Etrees was removed from the com-

by^th^e D^ mand, being fuperfeded by the Duke de Richlieu*,

diRjchiieu. ^,j^ j^^id bccu on this oceafion created a Mar-

shal of France. Though greatly fuperior to Mar-

shal D'Etrees, in the charms of perfon, and the

refined profefiion of a courtier, he was by no

means capable of vying with him in the nobler

exploits of the field, and the more rugged fervice

of the camp.—The courtiers of Lewis XV. pre-

tended to find fault with the late commander, for

not having, long before this time, conquered the

whole ekftorate of Hanover, and marched as far

as Magdeburg, in Upper Saxony ; and the orders

for putting this difgrace upon him, were iffued jufl

about the very time he gained the battle of Haften-

beck.—Such at this time was the confidence of the

French court, that it thought the army had no-

thing further to do than to fee and conquer.

The Duke de Richlieu, having taken upon

himfelf the command, immediately detached a

body of 400a men, ta lay the whole electorate of

* " You know the Due de Richlieu, now marfhal. Sec. See-
By what means ?—Not by the purity of his charafter, the depth of his

tnowledge, or any uncommon penetration or fagacity. Women alone

formed and railed hinnr. The Dutcheis of Burgundy took a fancy to

Iiim, and had him before he was fixteen years old ; this put him 10 fa-

vour among the btju monde : and the late regent's eWefl daughter,

now Madam de Modenc, took him next, and was near marrying him,

Thefe early connections with women of the firft diftin^tion, gave hin*

thofe manners, graces, and addrefs, which you fee he has; and which

I can aflure you, is all he has ; for, ftrip him of them, and he wiiiba

oae of the pooreft men rn Europe." Cbcjierftld'i letters^
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Hanover, as well as the territories of the Duke '757*

of Wolfenbuttle, under contribution, which they europe.

did with the utmoft feverity. In particular, Got- Hanover

tingen was commanded to furnlfh, within a limited contribu-

time, and upon pain of military execution., 4000 French^

i*

pounds of white bread, 2000 bufliels of oats, 100 ^^'

loads of hay, and other provifions, which was more

than could be found in the place. The whole

electorate being in the hands of the enemy, the 1

Duke de Chevreufe was appointed governor of the

city of Hanover, and a detachment of 2000 men
fent under his command to take poflcflion of it.

—Immediately upon his arrival, the Hanoverian

garrifon delivered up their arms, on condition of

being allowed to retire whither they pleafed. At
the fame time, a part of the French army was

fent, under the command of M. de Contades,

againft the principality of Caflel, which they foon

made themfelves mailers of without oppofition,

the magiftrates of Caffel delivering up the keys of

their city as foon as the French army appeared

before it, and the mafter of the horfe of that

prince promifmg to fupply them with every thing

the country could afford.

The Duke of Cumberland, who had remained

in his camp near Hoya, from the ift to the 24th

of Auguft, inactive and unmolefted ; having re-

ceived intelligence, that a large body of French

troops had paffed the Alter, upon two bridges

which they had laid over in the night, immedi-

ately ordered the army to march to Haufen, his

left wing being too much expofed in his former

pofition. The French army continued advancing
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1757- as the Duke retired, which obhged him again to

EUROPE, change his fituation ; and he now took poft be^

twcen Otteriberg and Rothenburg, where it was

cxpeded he would make a ftand, as it was a poll

naturally ftrong, and eafily defended.—liut an

unaccountable fatality feemed to prefide over all

his meafures : For the French army, having ta-

ken pofleffion of Verden and Bremen without any

rehltance, endeavoured to feize upon all the polls

round him ; of which as foon as the Duke was

informed, and that his communication with Stade

/ was in danger of being cut off, he again decamp-

ed, and abandoned the ftrong poft of Rothenburg.

On the ift of September, he encamped at Selfm-

Dnke of gen ; but the Foench army appearing in his rear,

knd ukes ^^ "^^s at laft obliged, with the troops under his

refuge un- commaud, to take refuge under the cannon of
derthecan- "
Eonof Stade.—Here hemmed in by the enemy on all

fides, in a corner where it was impoffible to a6:,

and equally fo to retreat, and without any con-

ceivable means of providing his army with fub-

fiftence, he was obliged to have recourfe to the

mediation of the Count de Lynar, his Danifh

Majefty's minifter; and, on the 8th of September,

Surrenders figucd the cver-memorable convention of Clofter-

French ar- fcvcn, by which the whole Hanoverian army un*

^y- der his command laid down their arms, and were

fent into quarters of cantonment, as prifoners of

war at large.—Thus ended the operations of the

army of obfervation !

The pernicious confequences of this convention

were feverely felt. The King of Pruffia was de-

prived of that aid which he fo much wanted, and
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had a right to expert; and the French army, now i757-

at full Uberty, and delivered from all hoftilities in ^iJi^]

this quarter, was preparing to attack that mo-

narch's dominions, which were in no condition to

oppofe them.

The adulatory annals of the times have en-

deavoured to throw a veil over the mifconduft of

the Duke of Cumberland in this campaign.* It

is, however, glaring and obvious. The little

military reputation he poflefled, was acquired (how

juftly we fhall not fay) by quelling an infurredion

in a part of his father's Britilh dominions. At
the head of a fuperior number of tried veterans,

he difcemfited, with an unneceffary llaughter, an

undifciplined, half-armed rabble. This aftion

was magnified into a prodigy of valour ; and he

was dignified with the title of Hero, and Deli-

verer of his country. But, fhould we even alloVr

him the title of Conqueror in this affair, it cannot

be denied, but that he forfeited the nobleft part of

that charader, humanity, by his fubfequent cruel-

ty and barbarity.

Proud of his rank, highly fufceptible of flat-

tery, and conceited of his abilities, he defpifed the

falutary advice of the generals under him ; and, at

the beginning of this campaign, allowed the French Mifcondna

to take every advantage, while he remained in "? cu^Sw-
his camp, irrefolute, and inadive. The permitting ^^"'^•

the French army to pafs the Wefer, was his firfl

blunder. But even then, and after the defeat

* It was infinuated, as a palliation of his Royal Highnefs's bad gene-

ralftiip, that he was conflrained by the councils of the Hanoverian mU
pjftry, and aftcd in oppofition to his own opinion.
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1 757* at Haflenbeck, what profpcfl: could he have in rc-

EimoPE. treating along the banks of that river? He might,

with the greateft faciUty, have retired, by the

way of Halberftadt, to Magdeburg, where, after

a march of loo miles, his army would have been

in a place of fafety. Inllead of following this

plan, he marched 150 miles, fucceflively retreat-

mg from Hamelen to Nienberg, Hoya, Rothen-

burg, Selfmgen, and, at laft, to Stade, where

he was fo cooped up as to be incapable of extri-

cating himfelf otherwife than by this fliameful con-

vention.—His operations in Germany being now
at an end, he fet off for England, where he arriv-

ed about the middle of October, and foon after

refigned all his military offices ; retiring, like an-

other Cincinnatus, from the hurry and buftle of

war, if not with fo great glory, at leaft with a

better fortune, and to a better farm.

But while we reprobate his cruelty, and defpife

his abilities as a general, juftice and impartiality

oblige us to acknowledge that his conduft in pri-

vate life was highly praife-worthy. He was the

patron of friendlefs merit, and alleviated, with a

diifufive liberality, the diflreffes of the poor and

the unfortunate.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Expedition againji Rochfort—-Fort on the ijle of Aii^

demol'ijhed—Inactivity of the Britijh commanders

''—-Return of the fleet to England.

Here, for a Uttle while, we Ihall leave the IZl-

King of Pruffia in the mod dangerous (ituation ; europe,

and take a view of an enterprife which was con-

certed in England, and of which the principal

motive was to reUeve him from his prefent em-
barraiTed condition.

The French had, at this time, in a manner

evacuated their own country, to fall upon Ger-

many widi their whole force. Exhaufled of troops,

the fervice greatly exceeded the few that were '

left ; and fo vigorous an exertion on the conti-

nental fide, had rendered a proper attention to

the maritime parts impra6ticable.—-The Englifh Anexpcdi-

mmiitry, well mtormed or this circumltance, fet thecoaftof

on foojt an expedition, to which this fituation of
'^"'^^'

affairs in France was particularly favourable. To
make a diverfion in favour of the King of Pruffia,

and at the fame time to give an effectual blow to

the marine of France, were the objeds of this

enterprife. To anfwer this end, an attack upon
one of their chief arfenals was judged mofl ef-

fedual ; and private intelligence determined the

choice to Rochfort ; a place little inferior to Breft

in its docks, yards, magazines of naval {lores,

and in the number of king's fliips fitted out from it»

L
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^757- The difpatch requifite in an expedition of thi§

EUROPE, ^^tu^^ was obvious, and Mr. Pitt ufed every en-

deavour to accelerate the failing of the fleet ; but

fuch was the unpardonable negligence of the con-

tradors,* that though the troops and fhips of

* This delay has likewife been imputed to that envious malignity,

xvhich is ever ready to thwart the meafures of great men.—Certain it

is, that quicknefs and difpatch vi'ere the conftant attendants of all Mr.

Pitt's enterprifes; but, as this was the firrt, perhaps his colleagues in

office were not yet roufed from their former negligence.—The follow-

ing anecdote, which is faid to be authentic, ftrongly marks the charac-

ter of the minifler.—It was preparatory to one of the fecret expeditions

during the lafl: war, that the minifler had given orders to the different

prefiding officers of the navy, military, and ordnance departments, to

prepare a large body of forces, a certain number of Ihips, and a pro-

portionable quantity of ordnt.nce, rtores, &c. and to have them all in

readinefs by a given day. To thoie orders he received an anfwer from

pach of thefe officers, declaring the total impoflibility of a compliance

with them. Notwithllanding it was at a very late hour, he fent im-

mediately for his fecretary ; and, after fpeaking in terms of the higheil

indignation at the treatment he met with from the ignorance or negli-

gence of his Majefty's fervants, he gave the following commands :

—

5« I dcfire, Mr. Wood, that you will immediately go to Lord Anfon
;

you need not trouble yourfclf to fearch the admiralty, he is not to be

found there
;
you mufl purfue him to the gaming-hoqfe, and tell him

from me, that if he does not obey the orders of government which he

has received at my hands, that I will mofb afTuredly impeach him.

Proceed from him to Lord Ligonier; and though he fhould be bolflered

Avith harlots, undraw his curtains, and repeat the fame meilace. Then

take your courfe to bjr Charles Frederick, awd afl'ure him, that if his

Majefty's orders are not obeyed, thefe fball be the lafl which he 'hall

Teceive from me."— In confequence of thefe commands, Mr. Wood
proceeded to White's, and told his errand to the firfl lord of the ad-

miralty; who inlirted that the fecretary of fiate was out of his fenfes,

and that it was impoJTible to comply with his wifhes ; " However, he

added, as mad-men muft bp anfwered, tell him, that I will do my ut-

moft to fatisfy him." From thence he went to the commander in chief

of the forces, and delivered the fame meflage. He alfo faid, that it was

an irnprafticable bufinefs : " and the fecretary knows it, (added the old

lordj) ; neverthelefs he is in the right to make us do what we can ; and

what it is poffible to do, inform him, fiiall be done." The furveyor

general of the ordnance was next informed of Mr. Pitt's refolution
;

andj after fo.m^ little confideratioa, he be|;an to think that the oidtvs
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war were ready early in the month of Auguft,

they did not fail from Splthead till the 8th of

September. Pity it is, that the defigns of the

greatefl: genlufes are liable to be fruftrated by fuch

contemptible and infignificant beings.—-This for-

midable armament confifled of fixteen (hips of the

line, feven frigates, two bomb-ketches, two fire-

ihips, two buifes,* and fifty-five tranfports ; on

board of which were ten rep;'ments of foot, two

1757-

EUROPE.

Fleet fails

from Spit-

head.

might be completed vitmn tiic n.-it ^^ ^jcribed. Jn (hort, the army,

navy, ordnance, military (lores, &c. in fpite of impoflibilities, were all

ready on the day appointed.

-VI

Rates.
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^7J[7- regiments of marines, fixty light horfe, and a for*

lUROPE.
"T^idable train of artillery. Sir Edward Havvke,

with the Admirals Knowles and Broderic, com-^

manded the fleet ; and Sir John Mordaunt, with

the Generals Conway and Cornwalhs, commanded
the army.

The deftinatioh of this armament was kept a

profound fecret, and puzzled the penetration of

the mod ihrewd politicians; but an univerfal fpirit

was diiFufed among the troops, to whom it was

fufficient to know they were going againft the

Arrive off enemy. On the 23d, about eight in the morning,

coaft.
"^

the van of the fleet fl:ood towards the Ifle of Aix,

which lies in the mouth of the river leading up

to Rochfort ; the refl: of the fhips anchoring at a-

bout two leagues difliance from the ifland. Cap*

/, tain Howe in the Magnanime led the van. About

nooii, the French fired at him from their fort ;

but did little execution. He continued his courfe

with the greateft compofure, without firing a fingle

gun ; till having gained the length of the fort, he

bore down, and dropped his anchors as clofe to the

walls as the fliip could come. He then began to

return their falutations ; and fo inceflant was his

fire, that in lefs than a minute his fhip feemed

one continued blaze. The fort, unable to with-

ftand fo dreadful a cannonade, furrcndered in lefs

than an hour ; and part of the land-forces were

put on fliore, to take pofleflion of the ifland.*

* Notwithftanding the very i'eveie orders againft drunkennefs, both,

foldiers and failors got exceedingly intoxicated on this occafion. The
poor inhabitants were plundered and infulted; even the church was pil-

laged, the prieft robbed of his little library, and his robes became 4
mafqucrading habit for the drunken tars.
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This firft conqueft, however unimportant, was ^757'

confidered as an omen of further fuccefs. It gave
^^^q^^^

fph-its to the whole fleet ; and had the troops been

landed that night, or even next morning, there

was good reafon to fuppofe, that every thing

would have fucceeded that could have been ex-

pected from fuch a force. But, as if it had been

intended to give the enemy time to recoiled!:

themfelves, and gather their forces together, eight

days were fufFered to elapfe fmce the fleet had

been feen hovering off the French coafl: ; and the

greatefl: part of the time was fpent in holding

councils of war, and founding along the fhore.

The day after the taking of the little ifland of

Aix, Sir Edward Hawke fent Admiral Broderic,

with Captains Dennis, Douglas, and Buckle, to ,

reconnoitre and found the coafl:, and to fix upon

a proper place to land the troops which were in-

tended to a6t againft Rochfort. Thefe gentlemen

reported, that there were two places at which the

troops might be conveniently landed ; and that

there was a fmall fort at one of thefe places, but

which, according to the opinion of Colonel Wolfe,

who had previoufly reconnoitred it, might be

eafily filenced by a Angle fhip. In confequence Procrafti-

r 1 r 1 ^ • 1 ' r r i
nation of

or thele reports, the commanders m chier leemed the BritiOi

determined to proceed ; but were ftaggered in
^J^J"'"^"'^''

their refolution, by the information of fome pri-

foners. A council of war was had recourfe to.

Irrefolute deliberation, and inaftive caution, took

place of fpirited enterprife, and daring refolution ;

and inftead of proceeding immediately to a£lion,

the time was fpent in talking about it. The refult
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^757' of this long deliberation was, That an attempt

upon Rochtort was neither advifeable nor pradli-

cable.—Another council of war, however, con>.

pofed of the fame members, being foon after call-

ed, they unanimoufly refolved. That it ivas ad^

vifeable to land the troops !

Troops or- ACCORDINGLY, on the 28th of Septembefj
dered to , . ,

, ,

difembark. orders wcrc given to the troops to be ready to

difem.bark from the tranfports at twelve o'clock at

night. The difficulty attending the execution of

thefe orderSj was obvious to the mofl unobferving

foldier in the fleet. The fhips were at lead four

miles from the place where they intended to land

;

which was now, as may naturally be fuppofed,

in a more prepared order to receive them ; and

two diflinft encampments were faid to be obferved

at a little diftance from the fhore. Notwithftand*

ing thofe obflacles, and though the landing, both

as to the time and manner, bore great refem-

blance to a forlorn hope, there appeared not the

lead fign of fear among the troops ; but, on the

contrary, things were carried on with fo much a^

lertnefs and difpatch, that the boats were filled at

leaft an hour before the time appointed.

The night was cold and boifterous ; and the

boats, crowded full of' men, remained beating

againft the fides of the veifels, for the fpace of

four hours; at the expiration of which, the troops

iketwin to were ordered to return to their refpeftive fliips*

lips. —gj^ Edward Hawke declared, that he could not

be anfwerable for the fafety of his Majefty's fhips,

if they continued much longer on the coafl at

that feafon of the year. The two following days
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were fpent in blowing up the fortifications on the

ifland of Aix ; and, on the ifl: of Odtober, the gj^^^,
fleet, with the army on board, made the befl of pieetar-

their way home, where they all arrived fafe on "vesinBn-

the 6th day of the fame month. *

• His Majefty's inrtruftions to sir John Mordauut are curious, ^d
well explain the intention of this expedition.

« Georoe, R.

17?, You fhall immediately, upon the receipt of thefe inftruftions, re-

pair to the Ifle of Wight, where we have appointed ihips to convey

you, and the forces under your command, to the coafl: of France; and,

lb foon as the laid forces fhall be embarked, j^ou fhall accordingly pro-

ceed, without lols of time, under convoy of a fquadron of our Ihips of

war, to be commanded by our trufty and well-beloved Sir Edward

Hawke, knight of the Bath, admiral of the blue fquadron of our fleet;

whom we have appointed commander in chief of our fhips to be em-

ployed in this expedition ; the faid admiral, or the commander in chief

of our laid fhips for the time being, being inftrufted to co-operate witli

you, and to be aiding and ajfijiing in all luch entcrprifes, as, by thefc

pur inflruftions, you ihall be dire£^ed to undertake for «ur fervice.

%d. Whereas we have determined, with the bleHing of God, to

profecute the juft war in which we are engaged againfl the French

king, with the utmofl vigour ; and its being highly expedient, and of

iirgent necefOty, to make fome expedition, that may caufe a diverfion,

and engage the enemy to employ, in their own defence, a confiderabic

part of their forces, deflined to invade and opprefs the liberty of the

empire, and to fubvert the independency of Europe; and if polUble to

make fome effetlual imprellion on the enemy, which, by difturbing

and fhaking the credit of their public loans, impairing the ftrength and

refources of their navy, as well as difconcerting, and in part fruflrating

their dangerous and extenfive operations of war, may reflecfl luftre on

our arms, and add life and flrength to the common caufe : and where-

as we are perfuaded, that noriiing, in the prefent fituation of affairs,

can fo fpeedily and cfFe£lually annoy and diflrefs France, as a fuc-

cefsful enterprize againfl Rochfort : our will and pleafure is, that you

do attempt, as far as H /ball he found praiiicable, a defcent, with the

forces under your command, on the French coafl, at or near Rochfort,

in order to attack. If praBicahle, and by a vigorous impreflion force

that place ; and to burn and deflroy, to the utmofl of your power, all

docks, magazines, arfenals, and Ihipping, that fhall be found there,

and exert fuch other efforts as you fhall judge mofl proper for annoy-

ing the enemy.
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^757^ Such was the conclufion of the Rochfort cx-

EUROPE, pedition ; which, for a time, difpirited the nation

in proportion to the fanguine hope it had raifed.

"When the rnip:bty Armada firfl fpread its fails, it

^d, After the attempt on Rochtort ftall either have fucceeded or

failed ; and in cafe the circumftances of our forces and fleet Ihall, with

profpeft of fuccels, (Wl admit of further operations, you are next to

confider Port L'Orient and Bourdeaux, as the mofi important obje£ls

of our arms, on the. coaft of France : and our will and pleafure is, that

you do proceed fucceflively to an attempt on both, or either of thofc

places, as fiiall be judged pradicable ; or on any other place that (hall

be thought mod advifeable, from Bourdeaux homeward to Havre, in

order to carry and fpread, with as much rapidity as may be, a warm

alarm along the maritime provinces of France.

/ith, In cafe, by the blefling of God upon our arms, you (hall make

yonrfelf mafler of any place on the coaft of France, our will and plea-

fure is, that you do not keep pofTeffion thereof; but that, after de-

snolilhing and dcfiroying, as far as may be, all works, defences, ma-

gazines, arfenals, (hipping, and naval flores, you do proceed, fuccef-

lively, on the ulterior part of this expedition, according as any of them

Jhall be judged advifeable, and may be performed within fuch time as

fhall be confiflent with your return with the troops under your com-

mand, fo as to be in England at or about, or as near as may be, the

latter end of September, nnlefs the circumftances of our forces and

fleet (hall neceflarily require their return fooner ; and you are to land

the troops at Portfmouth, or fuch other of our ports as the exigency of

the cafe may fuggefl.

5(/;, Whereas it is neceflary, that, upon certain occalions, you (hould

have the adiflance of a council of war, we have thought fit to appoint

fuch a council, which fhall confifl: of four of our principal land-o(Iicers,

and of an equal number of our principal fea-commanders, including the

commanders in chief of our land and (ea-forces, (except in cafes hap-

pening at land, relating to the carrying on any military operations, to

fce performed by our land-forces only ; in which cafes you may call a

council of war, confi fling of fuch olBcers of our land-forces as you (hall

think proper) ; and all fuch land and fea-officers, in the feveral cafes

before mentioned, are hereby refpe^tively dircd^ed, from time to time,

to be aiding and aflifting with their advice, fo often as they ihall be

called together by you, or by the commander in chief of our fquadran

for that purpofc ; and in all fuch councils of war, when affcmbled, the

majority of voices fhall determine the rcfolutions thereof ; and in cafe

tTLj voices (hall happen to be equal, the prefident Iliall have the cafting

vote.
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(Carried with it fuch a,n air of conqueft, and fo '757'

elevated the minds of thofe who wilhed well to ..7717^

their country, that its return, without effeding

any thing but the demolition of the little fort of

Aix, appeared fo much below their conception,

they could compare it to nothing but the moun-

tain in labour which brought forth a moufe. The

clamour of the nation in general was fo great, as Public difr

to bring the commander in chief of the land-

forces. Sir John Mordaunt, to a court-martial,

in which, from the dubiety of the evidence a-

gainft him, he was acquitted.—There remained,

however, this confolation ; that, though nothing

was done, there was nothing undone ; for the

whole armament came fafe and entire home again,

without the lofs of any thing more than time and

6thi And whereas the fuccefs of this expedition will very much de-

pend upon an entire good underftanding between our land and fea offi-

cers, we do hereby ftriftly enjoin and require you, on your part, to

maintain and cultivate fuch good underftanding and agreement ; and
to order that the ibidiers under your command (hould man the (hips,

jvhen there Ihoukl be occafion for them, and when they can be fpai-cd

from the land fervice ; as the commander in chief of our fquadron is

inflru<S,cd on his part, to entertai'n and cuhivate the iame good under-

flanding and agreement ; and to order the failors and marines, and al-

fo the foidiers fervin^ as a part of the complements of our /hips, to

afljlt our land forces, if judged expedient, by taking port on Oiore,

manning batteries, covering the boats, fecuring the lafe rc-einbarkatioa

•f the troops, and luch other iervice as may be confiftent with the

ikfety of our fleet. And in order to eftablifh the ftiifteft union that

may be between you and the commander in chief of our Ihips, you are

hereby required to communicate thele inftru^ions to him, and he will

be directed to communicate thofe he fliall receive to you.

'jth, You (hall, from time to time, and as you (hall have opportunity,

fend conftant accounts of your procetdings in the execution of thei'e our

inftruftions, to one of our principal fecretaries of (late, from whom
you will receive fuch further orders and diicdions as we may think

yroper to give to you, G-. R«.''

^
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'757- expence ; and the experience gained by it, in fome

EUROPE, meafure compcnfated for that lofs.

The court of enquiry and the court-martial

appointed on the occafion, threw very little light

upon this intricate affair. The commander in chief

"was honourably acquitted ; and meafures were ta-i

ken to prevent a parliamentary enquiry. But the

public was far from being fatisfied. The con-»

trad between the lenity of this fentence, and the

rigour of that paffed on the unfortunate Byng,

excited an univerfal murmur. The failure of this

enterprize, was attributed by many to fome fecret

caufe ; and there were not wanting fome refining

pohticians, who pretended to difcover a tendernef$

for Hanover, or at lead a connection with the

convention at Scade.*——The minifter and admiral

were, however, unanimoully acquitted by the pU-»

blic, fo that this grand expedition mifcarried with*

out a caufe.

* —" In fhoit, there muft have beea fome fecret in that whole affair,

•which has not yet tranfpited; and I cannot help fufpefting that it came

from Stade. We had not been fuccefsful there
;
perhaps we were not

defirous- that an expedition, in which -we had neither been confulted

nor concerned, fhould prove fo. Mordaunt was our creature ; and a

word to the wife will fometime"S go a great way. The day after we

had taken the iflaud of Aix, Colonel Wolfe publicly offered to do the

tufinefs with $00 men and three fhips only. In ^11 thefe complicated

political machines, there are fo many wheels within wheels, that it !«

always difficult, and fometimes impoflible, to guefs which of them give?

diredlion to the whole. Mr Pitt is convinced that the principal wiieel,

or, if you will, the /poke in his -wheel, came from Stade. This is cer-

tain, at lead, that Mordaunt was the man of confidence with that per-

fon. Whatever be the truth of the cafe, there is, to be fure, hitherto^

an hiatus valde dejlcadu:" Chcllcrftild.
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EUROl'E,

CHAP. VIIL

t)efperaie fituation of his PruJJtan Maje^y—-'Memel

taken by the RuJJians—-Zittau Jiormed, and taken

by the Anjirians-'—Ruffians lay wajie the Fruffian

dominions—^Oppofed by M. Lehwald—-Battle of

Norkitten^-^Sudden retreat of the Ruffians out of

Vrujfia.

1 HE affairs of the King of Pruffia now claim 17^7,

Our attention ; and, in this place, it will not be

improper to take a fhort view of the many and

almoft infurmountable difficulties he had to en-

counter. Deprived of the affiftance of his allies

by the convention of Clofter-feven, he had no-

thing to truft to, but his own magnanimity, and

the bravery of his troops.—The whole Germanic

body was now let loofe upon him. When this

monarch was put under the ban of the empire, Armrof

all the princes who compofe it, were required to ^g^^^"*^'"",

furnilh their refpedlive contingents of men and leaed.

money againfl him ; notwithftanding which, they

came in but very flowly, and with the utmoil re-

ludtance. Four thoufand men belonging to the

Duke of Wirtemberg, mutinied againfl their offi-

cers, and marched home again, maugre all the

efforts to detain them ; and the Elector Palatine

loft above 1000 men by defertion. However,

after many delays, this army was at laft complet-

ed ; and, being joined by the French under the Joined bj- ^

command of the Prince of Soubife, amounting in

all to about 65,000 men, were in full march to

M 2
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^^757- enter Saxony.—The Ruffians, under the com-*

EUROPE, mand of Marfiial Apraxin and General ' Fermor^

amounting to 80,000 regulars, befides Coflacs and

other barbarians, had already entered Ducal Pruf-*

' - fia, which they were laying wade with fire and

fword, and committing every fpecies of outrage.

Numerous Xlifee fcvcral Auftrian armies, amounting to about
enemies of

• i i •

the King of 120,000, wcrc m the field ; one laying fiege to

Schweidnitz in Silefia, another to Zittau in Lu-

fatia, and a third prefented itfelf before the gates

of Berlin. An army of 22,000 Swedes had pe-

netrated into Pruffian Pomerania, taken a couple of

towns, and laid the whole country under contri-

bution. Befides all thefe, the French army un-*

der the Duke de Richlieu, amounting to 8 1 ,ooOj

being, by the convention of Clofter-feven, left at

liberty to turn their arms againfl Pruffia, had pe-

netrated into Brandenburg, plundering the towns,

laying wafte the country, and praftifing every e-

normity to gratify the rapacity of a needy general,

Whofe fortunes had been greatly fhattered by a

courfe oi luxurious diffipation.

His ckfpe- The eyes of all Europe were now turned upon

t?on/'"'*' his>Pruffian Majefly ; and it was generally believ^

ed^ that his ruin was upon the eve of being ac*

complifhed.—Surrounded with enemies, any one

of whom was fufticient to crufli him ; almoft the

whole of his dominions in the hands of ftrangers
;

his fubjefts opprefled, ruined, and murdered in

cold blood, with all the wanton cruelty of inhu-

man barbarity ; and without a friendly power to

extricate him out of this deplorable fituation ; he

found relief from his misfortunes in his own mag-
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nanlmity ; and his genius, fertile in expedients, »757'

and enterprifing in adtion, pointed out to him the europe*

means to overcome thofe difficulties, which he,

perhaps, of all men, was only capable of fur-
^^""Jj^^T

mounting.* So little was his mind affected with

his prefent diftreffes, that at this time he made a

fort of philofophical teftament, which he wrote

in French verfe.

Previous to the battle of Prague, the Emprefs

of Ruffia had publifhed an order, ftridly prohibit-

ing all her fubje£l:s, who were captains of fhips,

from affilting the Pruffians ; and authorifmg her
i^^aMJa^W^^i^l—i^Mi III "

* The following letter, faid to be publiflied by his authority, de-

ftribes his fituation in a very pi£turefque manner :

" Many perfons, who faw the King of Pruffia when he palled lately

through Leipfic, cannot exprefs how much he is altered. They fay he

is fo much worn away, that they fcarce knew him. This, indeed, is

not to be wondered at ; he hath not a body of iron, like Charles XH.
and he endures as great fatigues as he did. He is as much on horft"

back as Charles was, and often lies upon the ground. His inward fuf-

ferings cannot be lefs than his outward : Let us cad our eyes on a map
of the Fruffian dominions; and meafure what he hath left of the ma-

ny lair pofl'ellions he had in the month of April laft, of which a fpace

of feven months hath ftript him. Whence can he have men ? he is

fiiut out from the empire ; and from whence can he draw money ? the

dutchy of Guelders, the dutchy of Cleves, the principality of Muers,

the county of Lingen, the county of Lipftadt, the principality of Min-

den, Eaft-friefland, Embden, and its infant company, part of the

archbifhopric of Magdeburg, fome other parts of the Marchc, Ducal

Pomerania, a great part of Silefia, a great part of the kingdom of

Pruflia, Berlin itfelf, almoft all his dominions, in fhort, are either ta-

ken from him, or laid under contribution, and poflefled by his ene-

mies, who colled the public revenues, fatten on the contributions, and

with the money which they draw from the eledorate of Hanover, and

other Conquefts, defray the expences of the war. This pi£^ure certainly

differs greatly from that which the King of Pruflia might have (ketch-

ed out, the day he took arms to enter Saxony. Add to this, the Duke

of Cumberland's convention, which deprived him of all his allies, and

left him without any afliftance whatever, excepting four or five hun-

dred thoufand pounds fteriing, which the Britifti parliament may giye

liim. Add likewife ibme domeftic uneafineffes."
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1757' commanders by fea, to make prize of aU fuch whcJ

EUROPE, fliould be found fo offending, by the tranfporta-

tion of troops, arms, or ammunition. She had

fent a fleet of men of war to block up the Pruf*

fian ports in the Baltic, which took feveral Ihips

employed in carrying provifions and merchandifd

from one place to another. The commandant of

Memel, a fea-port of Poland, but fubjed to the

King of Pruffia, upon a Ruffian man of war ap-

pearing before it, fent an officer to know whether

he came as a friend or an enemy.—The Ruffian

captain made no hefitation in declaring, that his

orders were to make prize of all Pruffian vcffels

he Ihould meet with. Upon which the com-

mandant iffued orders for firing upon all Ruffian

fhips that ffiould appear before that place.

The Ruffian army, under Marfhal Apraxin, had

hitherto proceeded fo flowly, having been upon

their march upwards of fix months, as made it

generally doubted whether they really intended to

aft againft his Pruffian Majefty; but, on a fudderij

orders were given for quickening their march, and

they foon appeared earneftly determined to ruin

that monarch.--—The firfl open appearance of ho-
Meniei ta-

{[\\\[y -^^iS their attack on MemeL which foon fur-
ken by the J ^

_

Ruffians, rendered by capitulation, the garrifon marching

out with all the honours of war. The King of

-Pruffia, • eafily forefeeing what enormous cruelties

were to be expeded from fuch barbarous ene-

mies, who were unacquainted with the art of

making war as praftifed by civilized nations, and

who took every .opportunity wantonly to pillage,

waftc, and deftroy, publiffied a declaration j in
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wliich, after avowing his motives for making war '757'

on the Emprefs-Queen, and expoiing the artifices europie.

by which Ruffia was induced to efpoufe her quar-

rel, he concludes with threatening, that whatever

excefles and diforders the Ruffian troops ihould

commit in his dominions, he would retaliate on

the provinces and fubjeds gf Saxony.

Upon his Pruffian Majefty's quitting Bohemia, >

having fent his heavy artillery to Drefden, he en-

camped on the banks of the Elbe, where he

ftrongly entrenched his main army. The troops

under Marlhal Keith encamped on the oppofite

ihore, a communication being kept up between

the two armies by means of a bridge. At the

fame time he took every precaution to fecure the

pafles into Saxony, by ftrong detachments from

his army. The Auftrians, being thus prevented TheAunri-

from penetrating into Saxony by the way of the G^bei?^

Elbe, marched a detachment into the circle of

Buntzlaw, where they fuddenly fell upon the im- -

portant pod of Gabel, which they took, after an

obftinate refiftance by the Pruffian garrifon, confift-

ing of four battalions, who, with Major-General

Putkammer, were under the neceffity of furren-

dering prifoners of war.

A detachment under the command of the Prince

of Pruffia had been fent to watch the motions of

this army ; but the Auftrians having thus out-

marched them towards Lufatia, his Majefty found

himfelf under the neceffity of retreating, for which

he made fo good a difpofition, that he did not

lofe a hngle man, though he paffed in fight of

the Aiiftrian army. The Pruffian troops began
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'757' their march on the 20th of June, and by the end

EUROPE, of the month encamped at Bautzen in Lufatia,

without being in the lead harraffed by the enemy,

though great numbers of Auftrian huflars, and

other irregular troops, frequently appeared in their

rear.

Immediately after the taking of Gabel, the

Auftrians marched a flrong detachment to attack

Zittau, a trading town in Upper Saxony, belong-

ing to the King of Poland, but now in poffeflion

of the Pruflians, who had garrifoned it with fix

battalions, and in which they had a confiderable

ftomi"d
magazine. This town they attacked with fuch

and taken fury, as if they were determined to raze it to the

flrians. foundation. Though the inhabitants, as fubjeds

of the King of Poland, were friends and allies,

they paid no regard to their fufferings, but kept

\ip a continual cannonade and bombardment, till

almoft the whole place was reduced to afhes.—

.

The troops who compofed the garrifon, finding

they could not preferve the town, made their

efcape, carrying with them what they could of

the magazine, leaving a colonel, and about 400

men, to keep poffeflion as long as it was tenible.

—The town being fet on fire in fcveral places,

the Auftrians, taking advantage of the confufion

which this produced, entered it fword in hand,

making no kind of diftindion between Pruflians and

the inhabitants, but deftroying every thing before

them, with the moft dreadful carnage. Inftead of

aflifting the inhabitants to quench the flames, the

Pandours, Sclavonians, and other irregular troops,

immediately began to plunder fuch houfes as the
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fire had not reached, carrying off all the valuables '757'

they could find. In fine, the whole town was de- ^„ ~
-' ' EUR.OPS,

ftroyed, excepting little more than an hundred

houfes, two churches, and the council library.

All the other public buildings, confiding of two

cathedrals, orphan-houfe, fchools, town-houfe, and

prifon, with all the archives of the town-council,

were reduced to alhes. The whole of this tranfadion

was effected under the eye of the Prince of Pruf-

fia, who was not in a condition to prevent it. In-

deed, he and the detachment under his command
were in danger of being furrounded by the Au-
ftrians ; but he was fortunately extricated from

this danger, by the approach of the King's army to

Bautzen, when the enemy retired from their pofls

on the right. Soon after this, the Prince of Pruf-

fia quitted the army, and retired to Berlin, where

he foon after died ; an event which affeded the

King confiderably, being fenfible that grief and

a concern for his welfare had no fmall Ihare in his

death.

Marshal Keith, who, with the army under J^'^ion of

1 1 1 r
thePiuf-

his command, had been left to guard the paffes fian army.

of the mountains of Bohemia, now joined the

King's army, after having been much harraffed in

his march by the enemy's irregular troops, and

loft part of his baggage. The Pruffian army now
amounted to 60,000 men, ftrongly encamped be-

tween Bautzen and Goerlitz, befides a party con-

fifting of twelve battalions and ten fquadrons, un-

der the command of the Prince of Anhalt-Deffau,

which was left to cover Drefden.

N
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1757- About the beginning of July, the Emprefs-

Queen thought proper to recal her miniilers from

the court ot London ; in confequence of which,

Mr. Keith, the Britilh miniller at Vienna, left

that place, as did alfo the Britifli minifter at Bruf-

fels. About the fame time, all communication

was ordered to be broke off between England and

the Auilrian Netherlands ; notwithftanding which,

the pacquet-boats ftill continued to pafs to and

from Oftend with letters as ufual. On the i9tli

of July, the Auftrian garrifons of Oflend and

Nieuport evacuated thefe places, and were re-

placed by French garrifons under the command of

M. de la Motte, though the Emprefs-Queen ftill

referved to herfelf the full exercife of all her rights

of fovereignty in the low countries.

Gueidres TuE citv of Gucldrcs, which had been for a-
iurrenders ' ^

to the bout two months blocked up by the French army,

at laft furrendered, the garrifon being reduced to

great extremity for want of provifions. By the ca-

pitulation, which is dated the 24th of Auguft, the

troops which garrifoned the town, were to march

out with all the honours of war, and were to be

condu^led to Berlin ; but, by the time they came

to Cologne, they were fo reduced by defertion, as

to amount only to forty-feven men, befides the

commandant.

The Prince of Anhalt-DelTau, with the army

under his command, ftill lay ftrongly entrenched

in his camp at Pima, between whom and the

Auftrian troops feveral fkirmflies happened, with

various fuccefs ; the moft confiderable of which

was an attack made on the camp, on the loth of
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Auguft, when the Auftrlans were repulfed, with ^ISl'

the lofs of two pieces of cannon, and a good
j.uj,opg.

many killed and wounded.

Hitherto Silefia had the good fortune not to

have been vifited with the horrors cf war this fea-

fon. At length Baron Jahnus, an Auftrian Colo-

nel, with a finali party under his command, entered

that country, and made himfelf mailer of feveral

undefended places, viz. Hirfchbcrg, Waldenberg,

Gottefburg, Frankerftein, and Landiliut ; and af--

terwards maae an attempt upon Strigau, in which

was a Fruflian garrifon, but was repulfed with

Gonfiderable lofs.

The Ruffians, who, fmce the taking of Memel, The Ruf-
_ . . . . fian army
had remained pretty quiet, now began again to advances a-

beflir themfelves, advancing, with all the horrors la."

of inhuman barbarity, into the heart of Pruffia.-

—

Field-Marfhal Lehwald, who, with 30,000 men
under his command, had been left for the defence

of that kingdom, was encamped near Velau, and

had the whole Ruffian army to cope with, a-

mounting to three times the number of his troops.

Not being in a condition with this fmall force to

proteft the King his mafter's fubjecls from the

depredations daily committed by the Ruffians, he

refolved to hazard a battle, by attacking them in

their camp at Norkitten, though ftrongly fortified,

?ind in an advantageous fituation; their army con-

fiding of four lines, each of which was defended

by an entrenchment. Accordingly, on the 30th Attacked

of Auguft, at five o'clock in the morning, the at-
\^^^l;

^''''^'

tack was begun, and carried on with fuch vigour

by the Pruffians, as entirely to break the enemy's

N 2
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^757' firfl: line, and force all their batteries. The Ruf.

lUROPE ^^'^^ cavalry were entirely routed by the Prince of

Holdein Gottorp, at the head of his regiment of

dragoons j immediately after which, he fell upon a

regiment of grenadiers, who were all cut to pieces,

—When the PrufTians came up to the fecond line,

Marflial Lehwald, perceiving that he could not

attempt to carry it, without running the hazard

of lofmg his whole army, thought it more pru-
Prudians ^^y^^ ^q retire, which he did deliberately, and in
recire.

,
,

'

good order, the enemy not thinking proper to ftir

out of their trenches to purfue him. The lofs of

the Pruffians in this action, amounted to 3000
men j and that of the enemy, to about 5000.

The Ruffian general, Lapuchin, was wounded and

taken prifoner, as was likewife a colonel of the

Ruffian artillery ; but the former was fent back

on his parole. The Pruffiians loft no officer of

diftinclion, the only one wounded being Lieute-

nant- General Count Bohna.

After this action, the Ruffians remained quite

inadlive in their camp till the 13th of September,

.^when, to the furprife of every body, they made
PrecipUate a moft precipitate retreat out of Pruffia, leaving

the Ruffian about fifteen thoufand fick and wounded men be-

omuffia. ^^'^^ them, a great part of the military ftores, and

80 pieces of cannon. The real caufe of this un-

accountable retreat, remains to this day an impene-

trable fecret, nothing having tranfpired on which

to ground a probable conjecture as to the reafon

of fo extraordinary a proceeding. In order to

prevent a purfuit, Marfnal Apraxin concealed

his real defign, by making his irregular tro.ops
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advance towards the Pruffian camp ; by which '757*

means, Marlhal Lehwald was not informed of it
euj^^pe.

till three days afterwards. He then difpatched

Prince George of Holilein with ten thoufand

horfe in purfuit of them ; but notwithftanding all Purfued bf

, , , / • 1 , • the Prul-

his endeavours, he could not come up with tneir fiaas.

army, they having made forced marches in order

to be the fooner out of an enemy*s country, burn-

ing and deftroying the villages as they went along.

However, the Pruffians made a few flragglers pri-

foners, and a good many were killed by the coun-

try people, out of revenge for the miferies they

had made them undergo. In ordering this re-

treat, Marfhal Apraxin had divided his army

into two columns, one of which directed its way

through the bailiwick of Abfternen, and threw

bridges over the river Jura ; whilfl the other

took the road towards Memel, where the pur-

fuit of the Pruffians was (topped, the bridges over

that river being deftroyed by the violence of the

ftream. All the roads were ftrewed with dead

carcafles of men and horfes, the Ruffian army

having fuffered for v^^ant of provifions ; the coun-

tries through which they pafled being entirety

ruined, fo that they could find no other fubfift-

ence than roots and herbage.*

* Previous to this campaign, the RufTian troops were but little

known ; it is no wonder therefore that M. Lehwald fiiould deem liis

troops greatly fiiperior to theirs, and attack them with inch an infe-

rioi number. But experience has proved, that the Rufllan infantry i$

by far fuperior to any in Europe. They cannot be defeated; thejr

muCi be killed ; and great bodies of cavalry only can e&Ct this.
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CHAP. IX.

The VntJJian monarch offers battle to the Aiijlrians,

which they rejed—Leipfic fubjecfed to military

execution—Frederic advances againji the combined

army—Battle of Rosbach.

EUROPE.
1-jET us now take a view of tlie tranfadions of

the army under the command of his Pruffian Ma-
jefty in perfon, which, as was faid before, was

encamped between Bautzen and Goerlitz. The
Au (Irian army, amounting, by their own account,

to 130,000 men, was ftrongly encamped on the

banks of the river Weifle. Akhough the army

under the King of Pruffia did not amount to half

that number, being about 60,000, he refohTd to

King of offer the Auftrians battle. For this purpofe he

fcrs battle rcuioved liis head-quarters to Bernftedel, and, on

ftrinl"^"' t^^^ ^ 5^^ °^ Augufl, his army came within cannon-

fhot of the enemy's camp. The Auftrians im-

mediately ftruck their tents, and drew up in or-

der of battle upon the fpot. Frederic likewife

formed his army over againfl them ; but the

evening approaching, and being defirous of in-

forming himfelf of the ftate of the ground between

the two armies, he deferred the examination of

it till next day; and the troops on both fides fpent

the night under arms. Next morning, his Pruf-

fian Majefty, upon reconnoitring the enemy, found

their right defended by the river Weifle ; the main

body of their army extended along a rifmg ground.
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at the bottom of the hill, covered with wood, ^ISI-

which protected their left ; and in their front was europs;.

a brook, palTable but in three places, and only for

three or four men a-breaft. There was an opening

on their left, where three or four battalions might

have marched in front, but they had placed three

lines of intantry behind ; and within muIket-{hot

of this opening, on a hill which flanked it, were

placed four thoufand foot, with fifty pieces of

cannon.

In this flrong fituatiort was the Auftrian army

when the King of Pruffia offered it battle, but

without effed:. Four days did his army prefent Butinvaia.

itfelf in order of battle before the enemy's camp,

who, though, as formerly faid, double its num-

ber, would not move a ftep to meet him. His

Majefty finding that nothing would do to bring

them to an engagement, returned to his camp at

Bernftedel ; but before he had gone half a mile,

he again drew up his army in a line of battle, and

remained in that pofition for upwards of an hour,

but with no better fuccefs than before, the Au-
ftrians not daring to leave their camp.

The army of the empire, called the army of

execution, confifting of the troops raifed by the

different Germanic flates, in obedience to the de-

crees of the Aulic council, having been joined

by the French army under the Prince de Soubifcj

had advanced into Saxony, and encamped at Er-

furth. When his Prulhan Majsfly found that

nothing would prevail upon the Auftrians to quit

their camp, he immediately formed the refolution

of marching agaiiiit this army. For this purpofe.
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&DROPE.

Frederic

goes in

fearch of

the com-
iinedarmy

i?^?- he ordered Marfiial Keith to join him with the

troops under his command, confiding of fixteen

battalions and forty fquadrons. With thefe, and

feveral other detachments which had hkewife join-

ed him, his whole force amounted only to 40,000

men ; having left the reft of his army, under the

command of the Prince of Bevern, ftrongly en-

camped in the neighbourhood of Drefden. March-

ing with the utmoft celerity, he arrived at Pr-

furth on the 14th of September ; but the enemy,

having intelligence of his approach, had retreated

firft to Gotha, and afterwards to Eyfenach, where

they entrenched themfelves in a very ftrong camp;

and his Majefty fixed his head-quarters at Klrf-

chlaben, near Erfurth, after detaching General

Seydelitz with a party under his command, to take

poffefTion of Gotha, which the enemy had jufl

quitted.

At this time, an affair happened, which, tho'

not very material of itfelf, yet, as it marks the

Pruflian general's good conduft and fkill in im-

proving circumftances, muft not be omitted. On
the 19th of September, an attempt was made by

a part of the conbined army, to furprize and carry

off General Seydelitz and his party, amounting to

about 1200 men, who occupied Gotha. For this

The Pruf- purpofc thc Princc of Saxe-Hildburghaufen detach-

seyddi'tr''^ ed a body of between 7000 and 8000 men, who,
furprized. ^.hcv marching all night, arrived at Gotha about

eight in the morning. General Seydelitz, though

furprifed, made a good retreat, not lofmg 20

men.—The enemy immediately took poffefTion of

the place, expecting to repofe themfelves after the
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iilght's fatigue. About this time a fog happened i75'7»

to arife, which General Seydelitz perceiving, de- eurote.

termined to improve it. Concealing himfelf be-

hind fome hills about a league off, he caufed loo

dragoons to difmount to reprefent infantry, and

divided the reft of his troops into twenty-twO

fmall bodies, which extended themfelves very far,

and, by the favour of the fog, appeared like fo Hisfuccefs^

many fquadrons. At one in the afternoon, he ^^^"'^"°^'**

marched forward, and attacked a body of French

tvith his^irhuffars only. News were immediately

carried to the French generals, that the whole

Pruffian army was advancing, that they lay be-

hind the hills, and that they were extending to-

wards the left, in order to furround them ; where-

upon they made all pofTible hafte to retreat, and,

after having marched all night, were obliged to

return the way they came, without getting any

refrelhment.^-^General Seydelitz purfued them.j

killed about 130, and made one lieutenant-colo-

nel, three majors, four lieutenants, and lixty*

two private men prifoners, befides taking a good

deal of baggage.

Upon intelligence of this aftion, his Pruffian

Majefty advanced towards Eyfenach, with a defign

to offer the enemy battle ; but he found them kt

ftrongly entrenched, that an attack was judged

imprafticable. He was then obliged to retire a-

gain towards Erfurth, for want of provifions, and

afterwards to Naumberg, on the river Sala ; up-

on which the combined army again took pofief-^

lion of Gotha and Erfurtli.
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'757' Soon after the King of Pruflia left Bernftedel^

euRora. the Auftrians took poffeflion of it, making prifo-

ners a Pruffian battalion, which had been left

there.—On the 7th of September, two battalions

of the troops under the command of General

Winterfield, being part of the Prince of Bevern*s

army, having been ported on a high ground on.

the other fide of the Neifs, near HennerfdorfF, in

the neighbourhood of Goerlitz, were attacked by

I !^,oQo Auftrians, who made themfelves mafters
AiiOrians ^f jj^p. eminence, after being feveral times fepulf-

paity of ed. On this occafion the Pruflians fuffered a ve-

iinacr Ge- ry confidcrable lofs in killed and wounded. Their

urfieid.'"' brave General Winterfield was killed by a can-

non-ball, as he was leading up a reinforcement to

the affiftance of the battalions that were engaged.

When the King received the news of his death,

and being at the fame time informed of the Swedes

beginning hoftilities in Pomerania, he could not

forbear fhedding tears, faying, " I may find re-

*' fources againft the multitude of my enemies ;

*' but how few men are to be found equal to

" Winterfield !"—The lofs of the Auftrians in

this aftion, w^s very Uttle inferior to that of the

Pruflians. The young Count of GroeftDeeck and

the Marquis d'Afque were killed, and feveral offi-

cers of diftinftion wounded, among whom were

the Generals Nadafti and Clerici, Count d'Arbreg,

Colonel Elrickhaufen, &c. Six pieces of Pruflian

cannon, and fix pair of colours, fell into the hands

of the Auftrians, who likewife made General

Kameke, the Count d'Anhalt, and a few other

. pfficers, prifoners.
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The Prince of Bevern, after this aftion, found »757»

it neceflary to retreat, with the army under ins eur-ops.

command, from Goerlitz to Rothenburg, and

foon afterwards paifed the Queifs at Sygerfdorff

;

he then marched to Buntzlau in Silefia, and, at

length, arrived without any lofs at Breflau, on

the firil of Oftober. Immediately upon his ar-

rival, he ordered feveral new worl« to be added

to the fortifications of that place, and chofe a ve-

ry ftrong fituation on the other fide of the Oder

for his camp, and under the cannon of that city.

The French army under the Duke de Rich-

lieu, having no enemy to make head againfl it

fmcethe famous convention of Clofler-feven, a part

of it had advanced into the territories of Halber-.

fladt and Magdeburg, ravaging thefe countries,

and laying them under contribution. Its progrefs, French ar-

however, was foon flopped by a part of the army a^chS!"^

of Prince Ferdinand, (to whom the defence of thofe

provinces had been committed by his PrufSan Ma-
jefty) under the command of Count Horn, who
obliged the French to evacuate Halberffadt, with

a confiderable lofs, making Colonel Lufignan,

nineteen other officers, and near 500 men prifo-

ners, befides taking a great quantity of baggage.

But, on the 29th of September, the Duke de

Richlieu, with the main army, again took poflef-

fion of Halberfladt, which obliged Prince Ferdi-

nand to retire to Winfleben, near i\\G city of

Magdeburg.

Whatever the dominions of bis PruiTian Ma-»

jefty might have fufFered from the incurfions of

ilrangers, was amply retaliated upon thofe places

o z
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'757- belonging to the enemy of which he had taken

EUROPE, poffeffion. Among others, the unfortunate city of

Leipzic now felt moft feverely what it was to be

in the power of a conqueror. The King had or-

dered his commandant in that city, to demand of

the inhabitants a contribution of the enormous

fum of three hundred thoufand crowns, (half of

which was much beyond their power to raife),

vmder the pain of mihtary execution, allowing

them but a very ihort time for that purpofe. All

rcprefentations and remonflrances were in vain
;

his Majefty's orders were peremptory. Their

utmoft endeavours to comply with the demand,

proved ineffedual ; and the Ihort time allowed

them being expired, their houfes were delivered

up to the foldiery, who immediately took polTeflion

5Lcipnc fub- of the befl apartments, and lived at discretion.—

;

muS/° On the 15th of Odober, while the city was in

execution, this deplorable fituation, an exprefs arrived from

his Majefty, giving notice that he would foon be

there.—-Frederic, who never travelled in ftate, but

with the utmoft expedition, arrived in lefs than

9, quarter of an hour after, attended only by a

few of his guards. A rumour was immediately

fpread, that the city would be delivered to pillage,

which threw the inhabitants into the utmoft con-

fternation. His Majefty, however, foon eafed

them of their fears, by declaring, that, on condi-

tion half the fum required fhould be immediately

paid, he was willing to fpare the place- All the

money they could poffibly colleft among the mer-

- chants, traders, and others, amounted only to

(ifty thoufand crowns. This would by no mean§
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fatisfy the King, who infifted for the full hundred ^757*

and fifty thoufand. The magiftrates and princi- Euaopn

pal inhabitants then drew bills of exchange upon

London and Amfterdam for feventy thoufand more-

^-^This, how^ever, was not enough. No abatement

would be made.—At laft they gave hoftages in

fecurity of the other thirty thoufand, to be paid

againft a certain time.—Still the military execu-

tion went on ; and all the fatisfadion the mife-

rable inhabitants could obtain, was, that it fhould

ceafe as foon as advice was received of their bills

being accepted.

In the mean time, the Auftrlans, who had

made themfelves mailers of Lignitz, and part of

Silcfia, now laid fiege to Schweidnitz. They like- Auarians

wife made frequent incurfions into Brandenburg, s7hwe!d-^*

levying contributions, and oppreffing the defence- ""^'

lefs inhabitants.—This induced his Pruffian Ma-

jefty to detach the Prince of Anhalt-Deflau from

Leipzic, with ten thoufand men, to defend Ber-

lin ; whilft, with the troops under his own com-

mand, he marched to Interbeck, on the frontiers

of Lower Lufatia, in order to cover Branden-

burg, and preferve the communication with Si-^

lefia.

While his Majefty was employed in taking

thefe precautions, a body of 16,000 Auftrians,

under the command of General Haddick, entered

Brandenburg on the i6th of Odober, and on the

17th prefented themfelves before Berlin. This

obliged the Queen and Pruffian royal family to

take refuge in Magdeburg ; and the moll valuable

yecQvds of the kingdom were fent to the fort of
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>757- Spandau, at the conflux of the Havel and the

EUROPE. Sphre. The Auftrian General demanded of the

city a contribution of fix hundred thoufand crowns,

Berlin laid of which hc reccived two hundred and ten thou-

Sbutionr ^^^^' ^^^ upon intelligence of the approach of

the Prince of Anhalt-Delfau, the Aullrians im-

mediately pillaged the fuburbs, and retired with

the utmoft precipitation ; and the van-guard of

the Pruflian army entered the city on the evenmg

of their departure.

His Pruflian Majefty had frequently endeavour-

ed to bring the combined army to a battle fome-

thing upon an equal footing. But the two ge-

Iierals, the Princes of Hildburghaufen and Sou-

bife, the one commanding what was called the

army of execution, and the other that of France,

feemed perfe6:ly to underftand one another, and

cautioufiy declined it, notwithflanding their fupe-

stratagcm riority of numbers. Frederic, therefore, had re-

fian Majefty courfc to ouc of thofc ftrokcs of gcncralfliip, by

iomS?^ which the merit of a commander is better knov^n
army to a

^^i^^ ^y heading troops in a field of battle, and

foy which alone he flood unrivalled. About the

middle of 0£lober he made a feint, as if he in-

tended to march his army immediately into winter-

quarters, leaving Marflial Keith with only about

8000 men to defend Leipzic.

Frederic's defigns were not eafily feen thro',

and, on this occafion, the enemy were completely

deceived.'—^They now looked upon Leipzic as al-

ready in their poiTeflion, and reckoned upon Mar-

ihal Keith and his little army as their prifoners

Having paiTed the Sala, they immediately marched
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to that city, and fummoned the Marflial to fur- '7J7^

render. His anfwer was, that he was left there to EuaopL

defend the city, which he would do to the laft

extremity. The enemy then prepared to befiege

the place ; but, before they could get any thing

in readinefs for that purpofe, they were alarmed

with advice of the approach of his Prufhan Maje-

fty. He, forefeeing what would happen, had pri-

vately given orders for all his diftant detachments

to join him, and he was now advancing by long

marches to Leipzic.—^This entirely difconcerted

the French and Imperialifts, who immediately re-

treated from that city, and repaffed the Sala at

WeilTenfels, Merelburg, and Halle, where they

broke down the bridges. The King arrived with succec<%

his army at Leipzic on the 27th of October, where

he (laid to refrefti the troops till the 30th, when

he marched to Lutzen. In order to pafs the Sala,

the Pruffian army were obliged to repair the

bridges which the enemy had deftroyed at Weif-

fenfels, Merefburg, and Halle, in each of which

places they left a battalion. Having paiTed that

river through thefe towns, the whole army joined

on the 3d of November ; and, in the evening of

the fame day, came in fight of the enemy, and

encamped in a bottom between the villages of

Bederow and Rofbach. The Pruffian army, hav-

ing left parties in feveral towns through which

they paffed, amounted to fcarce 20,000 men, while

that of the enemy confifted of 40,000 French

under the Prince de Soubife, and 25,000 Impe-*

rialifts under the Prince of Hildburghaufen.
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1757- November 4. The two armies kept a brifk

EuaopB. cannonade againft each other, but without doing

very material damage to either fide. On the 5th

j

at nine o'clock in the morning, the Pruffian army

could perceive the enemy every where in motion,

and hear their drums beat the march. So near

at this time were the two armies, that the Pruf-

Cans could diftinftly fee the enemy's infantry, which

had been ported on the rifmg grounds over againft

them, filing off towards their right ; at the fame

time that a large body of cavalry wheeled round

towards their left, along the rifmg grounds with

which the whole Pruffian camp was furrounded*

Soon afterwards their cavalry was obferved to halt,

sind to fall back again to the right. From motions

Doubtful fo contradictory, no certain judgment could be
notions of^ iri » i t r -i

shecombin- formed or the enemy s real deiign ; but, as it wag
ed aimy.

j^j^q^.j^ ^j^^^^. ^j^gjj. amiy Wanted bread, it was thought

they had refolved to repafs the Unftrut. About

two o'clock in the afternoon, however, all doubts

were cleared up ; and it plainly appeared, that

they intended to attack the King's army, and that

^11 the motions which had been obferved in the

forenoon, were made with a view to furround the

Pruffian camp, and to cut off their retreat to Me-

refourg, which, in cafe of a defeat, was the only

place to which they could have retired. As foon

as his Pruffian Majefty was fully certain of the

defigns of the enemy, he refolved to prevent them

by beginning the attack, which, from the difpo-

fitions of the enemy, he determined to make
with the left wing only. He therefore immedi-

ately fent orders to the general commanding on.
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the right, to decline engaging, and, in confequence '757^

of the attack, to take the moft proper pofition to g^^^,,
prevent being furrounded. About four o'clock, all

the cavalry of the right wing, except a few, march-

ed at full gallop to the left ; where being arrived^

they immediately formed againft that of the ene-

my.

In this fituation, and a battle being no"^ inevit-

able, Frederic addreffed his troops in nearly the

followinsf terms :
—" My dear friends, the hour King ot

" is now come, in which all that is, and all that fpeechtd

** ought to be dear to us, depends upon the
"*'^'°y*

" fwords which are now drawn for the battle.

" Time permits me to fay but little, nor is there

*' occafion to fay much. You know that there

" is no labour, no hunger, no cold, no watch-

*' ing, no danger, that I have not fhared with

" you hitherto ; and you now fee me ready to

" lay down my life, with you^ and for you. All

" 1 afk is, the fame pledge of fidelity and affcc-

*' tion that I give. And let nie add, not as an
*' incitement to your courage, but as a teflimony

" of my own gratitude, that from this hour, un-

*' till you go into quarters, your pay fliall be

" double.—^Acquit yourfehes like men, and put your

" confidence in God"
This fpeech rendered the meanefl foldier in his

army an hero ; and the cavalry ruihed forward to

the attack, with an irrefiftable impetuofity.—The

French cavalry advanced to meet them with great

refolution, and the firft charge was exceeding

fierce. The encounter, however, did not laft long*

The enemy, being put into diforder, were foon



I^d MILITARY MEMOIRS

>757« routed. They were purfued by the Prufiians with

great fpirit, till they reached a rifing ground, of

which they took the advantage to rally. The
Pruffian cavalry ftill purfuing, fell upon them here

^frefh, and gave them fo total a defeat, that they

fled with the utmoft precipitation. All this while

the cannonading between the two armies continu-

ed with incredible fury. The fire of the infantry

now began, which, on the fide of the Pruffian s,

was fo clofe and well-levelled, that it did amazing

execution. The whole left wing advancing with

a fteady fire againft the enemy's batteries, carried

them one after another, obliging the French to

give way in great diforder. The right wing of

the Pruffians, obferving the left advance, imme-

Sattieof diately changed its pofition, and, taking advantage

of a rifing ground, planted it with fixteen pieces

of heavy artillery, which were fo pointed, as partly

to take the enemy's right in flank, and their left

Jn front. By this fire, the left of the enemy fuf-

fered ex:tremely. Their right, already in diforder,

could no longer fupport itfelf againft the fire of

this new battery, and therefore gave way entirely,

and fled on all fides. At five o'clock the rout be-

came general, and the cannonading ceafed. The
Pruffians purfued the enemy, while there was any

light to diftinguiih them by.—Had the victory

been decided a few hours fooner, this famous ar-

my, fo formidable in the morning, and which ap-

peared ftrong enough to decide the fate of an

empire, would have been totally deftroyed, and

that too by a body of men not one-third of their

number. In ftiort, to ufe the words of a cele-

Rofbach,
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brated French writer, " It was not a battle, but '757*

•' a powerful army prefenting itfelf to fight, and ju^ope^
'* then running away.''

On a review of this celebrated action, we are

at a lofs which to admire moil, the good con-

duct or intrepid bravery of the Pruflian monarch.

Here we fee him, though in imminent danger

of being furrounded by a powerful army, re-

maining eafy and quiet, obferving every circum-

ftance, and ready to take advantage of thofe which

fhould appear in his favour. Depending on the

bravery of his troops, and the minute exadnefs of

his generals, his orders were given with coolnefs

and deliberation, and executed with a punftuality

feldom to be obferved in enterprifes of this nature.

On the other hand, the operations of the com-

bined army were hefitating, blundering, and iU

executed. When the King retired to form his

army behind the hills, the generals of the enemy

immediately concluded it a flight, and hurried on
with an unguarded precipitation. Marching with-

out a van-guard, under cover of which their army

might have formed, their whole line, irregular-

and in confufion, owing to the hurry with which

they advanced, was all at once expofed to the

heavy and well-direded fire of the Prufiians. Un-
der thefe circumftances, forming a line of battle

was impoffible ; and on this the fuccefs qf the

day principally depended. In fine, never was a

vi£tory, where the numbers were fo difpropor*

tioned, got at fo eafy a rate. The lofs of the Pruf-

fians amounted only to about 300 men killed and

wounded, while that of the enemy ajnounted to

? a.
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»7^7' near 2000 killed. The Pruffian army took on

tvKOTE ^^^^ occafion, eleven generals, 300 officers, and

about 6000 men prifoners, with 72 pieces of can-

non, and 300 waggons loaded with baggage. Ge-

neral Meincke, on the fide of the Pruffians, was

killed, and Prince Henry and General Seydelitz

wounded. The day after the battle, great numbers

of the Imperial army deferted, and joined the

King of Pruffia ; and the reft were fo totally dif-^

perfed, as never to be heard of as an army more.

^—Thus this celebrated battle, which, in almoft

any other country but Germany, would have pro^

ved perfectly decifive, and put an end to the war,

was productive of nothing more, than enabling

one of the parties to carry it on with greater vi-

gour, and to face his enemies on more equal

terms than before.

The French under Duke de Richlieu had been

preparing to go into winter-quarters ; but, upon

intelligence of this defeat, they marched a large

body of troops to Duderftadt, in order to facili^

tate the retreat of their countrymen, who, with

the utmoft precipitation, made the beft of their

way to the county of Hohenftein, and from thence

to Halberftadt, in the greateft diftrefs for want p|"

provifions, and pvery other neceflary.

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

Schweidnltz taken by the Aujirians—Prmce of Be^

vern attacked in his entrenchments before Brejlau,

and defeated—Brejlau taken—Battle of Lijpi—
tCing of FruJJia retakes Breflau—Leignitz taken

—Hanoverian forces recover their liberty, and

affemble under Prince Ferdinand-—^Concliifion of

the campaign 1757.

W E have already faid, that the Auftrians had —^
invefted Schweidnitz, under the command of Ge- Europe.

neral Nadafti. On the 26th of October, they

opened the trenches before it. General Fouguet,

who commanded the Pruffian garrifon, made feve-

ral fuccefsful faUies, damagmg the enemy's works,

and making feveral prifoners. On the 6th of

November, the Auflrians began to cannonade the

city furioufly ; and on the nth, made themfelves

m'afters of the ramparts by alTauk. The garrifon,

however, during the fiege, having thrown up a

ftrong entrenchment in the market-place, retired

thither, where they held out till next day, when
they furrendered prifoners of war.

Schweidnitz thus reduced. General Nadafti, Schweid-

after leaving in it a fufficient garrifon, marched,

with the reft of the troops under his command,
to join the main Auftrian army, under Prince

Charles of Lorraine, and Marflial Daun. While

the fiege of Schweidnitz was going on, this army

had invefted Breflau on the left of the Oder j the
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1757' Prince of Bevern, with the army under his com-
„"" mand, beinc;; encamped under the cannon of the
EtTROPE. ...

city, and defending it on the right. Receiving

intelligence of the King of Pruffia's late vidory at

Rofbach, and that he was advancing to the rehef

of Breflau, the Auftrian generals immediately

came to the refolution of attacking the Prince of

Bevern in his entrenchments. This was accord-

ingly executed on the 22d of November, under a

moft furious difcharge of their artillery, confifting

of 40 twenty-four pounders. The Pruffians fu-

flained the attack with amazing refolution; but at

Battle of laft were overpowered by numbers, and began to

lofe ground, retiring from one entrenchment to

another. Night coming on, gave the Prince of

Bevern an opportunity of retiring into the city,

which he immediately did, refolving to defend it

till the King fhould come to its relief.

This, however, was prevented by a very unfore-

feen accident. On the 24th, the Prince of Bevern

going out to reconnoitre the enemy, attended

only by a hngle fervant, fell in with a party of

Croats, whom he miftook for the Pruffian huflars,

who made him prifoncr. The Pruffians, in this

adion, loft about 3000 men, in killed, wounded,

and prifoners.—The lofs of the Auftrains in killed

and wounded was much greater, they being ex^

pofed to the whole fire of the Pruffian batteries,

from nine o'clock in the morning till the evening

;

and tho' fortune at laft declared in their favour,

yet they afterwards acknowledged, that fuch an-

other vidory would have been nearly equal to ^

defeat.
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By the unfortunate accident of the Prince of * 757*

Bevern being taken prifoner, the command of the Europe,

Pruffian army devolved on Lieutenant-General

Kyow, who, finding himfelf not in a condition to

maintain pofleflion of fuch an extenfive and ill-

fortified place as Breflau, againft fo powerful an

army as that of the enemy, determined to march

with the army towards Glogau, leaving only a-

bout four battalions in the place, under the com-

mand of Lieutenant-General de Leflewitz, in order

to fecure the town from being pillaged, by obtain-

ing a capitulation. Accordingly, on the 25th of

November, the city furrendered, the garrifon Breflau ta*

marching out with all the honours of war ; but ^^°*

under an engagement, not to ferve againft the

Emprefs-Queen, or her allies, for the fpace of two

years.

His Pruffian Majefty, immediately after the

battle of Rofbach, having put himfelf at the head

of part of his army, marched with his ufual ra-

pidity into Silefia ; having firft detached Marfiial

Keith with the other part, to make an irruption

into Bohemia.—On the 24th of November, his

Majefty arrived at Naumburg, where he ftaid a

few days to refrefli his troops. He then purfued

his march to Barchwitz, where he was imme-
diately joined by feveral bodies of men, particu-

larly by great part of the army lately under the

Prince of Bevern, and the whole late garrifon of

Schweidnitz, amounting to about 4000, who had
been made prifoners of war by the Auftrians, but

who had made their efcape as they were conduct-

ing to prifon, in the following manner. Hearing
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'757' of the King of Pruffia's viftory over the combined

euro7e ^^"^y '^^ Rofbach, and at the fame time obferving

that they were but flenderly guarded, they una-

nimoufly rofe upon their cfcort, who, not expeft*

ing any fuch thing, were eafily difperfed. Hav-

ing fucceeded thus far in their defign, they im-

mediately fet off to join the King's army, march-

ing at a hazard, not having any certain direction

where to find him.—Luckily, however, they fell

m with him at Barchwitz, while he was on his

march, tho' too late, to the relief of Breflau.

The army under the King amounted, now, to

about 40,000 men ; with which, though greatly

inferior to that of the enemy, he determined to

uttack the Auftrians, who were ftrongly entrench-

ed at LilTa, near Ereflau. On the 4th of De-
cember, he arrived at Neumarck, where he found

a confiderable magazine belonging to the enemy,

and all their camp ovens.—This magazine was

guarded by two regiments of Croats, who, upon

his Majefty's approach, retired to an adjoining

rifmg ground. Here they were furrounded by

the Pruinan huffars, and fummoned to furrender

A p?rty of prifoners of war.—This, however, they thought

*^ff°b" IT P^'^^P^'^ ^^ refufe, making the appearance of refill-

Piufliaiis. ence. Upon which General Zeithen, with his huf-

iiirs, was ordered to fall upon them fword in hand;

which was immediately executed, and fome hun-

dreds of them having been cut to pieces, the reft

threw down their arms, and begged for quarter*

After diftributing the bread his Majefty found at

Neumarck among his foldiers, and repofmg the

troops for that night, he begun his march early-

next morning, towards Lifla, to meet the enemy.
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On the firft notice of his Pruffian Majefty's »?57'

approach, the two Auftrian Generals, Prince europb»

Charles of Lorraine, and Marflial Daun, called a

council of war ; in which it was unanimoufly re-

folved, to march out of their camp, and meet the

enemy about two German miles from their en-

trenchments. Elated with their late fuccefs againft

the Prince of Bevern, they affefted to defpife the

fmall number of the Pruffians, notwithftanding

the King was at their head ; and thus, for once,

an ill-timed confidence got the better of Mar-^

ihal Daun*s ufual fagacity and circumfpedion.

On the 5th of December, about feven o'clock

in the morning, General Zeithen, who led the Pruf-

fian van-guard, fell in with a large body of the

enemy*s cavalry, who had been detached to re-

tard the King's march till the Auftrians had got

fome batteries ereded. This party he immediate-

ly attacked, and drove to a confiderable diftance.

Being then got fo near the enemy, that he could

perceive their whole army forming, he imme-

diately acquainted his Majefty of it, who, after

obferving their difpofition himfelf, drew up his

army againft them, with that celerity and accuracy

of judgment for which he was fo remarkable. The Battle of

enemy, he found, had erefted a battery of forty
"^'^**

pieces of large cannon, fo as entirely to cover

their right M'ing. With the attack of this battery

the action began. Upon this fervice, Frederic or-

dered his two battalions of guards, troops rec-

koned at that time the beft in the world, with the

regiments of the Margrave Charles, and of Itzen-

plitz. Thefe troops, notwithftanding a moft dr ead-
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^757' ful fire, which fwept them away by multitudes,

xuROPE. went cahnly and dreadfully forward, with bayo-

nets fixed, to the very mouths of the cannon.

Their undaunted refolution, in contempt of death,

was irrefiftable. The battery was abandoned by

the enemy, almoft as foon as they got up to it.

The Auftrian artillery was now turned upon their

late mailers, and played upon them molt furi-

ouily with their own ammunition.

His Majefty, who could forefee confequences

farther than any man of his time, had made a moft

excellent difpofition, and provided againft every

contingency. Obferving that General Nadafli was

placed with a corps de referve upon the enemy's

left, in order to take his right in flank, he polled

four battalions of grenadiers behind the cavalry of

Battle of his right wing. When that general, therefore,

made a furious charge upon his cavalry, he met

with fo warm a reception from the grenadiers, as

forced the Aufirians to retire with the greatelt

precipitation.—-At length the enemy, being thrown

into confufion, gave way, and retired to a little

dillance, where they again formed ; but were im-

mediately attacked by the Pruffians, with redou-

bled vigour. In Ihort, the Auftrians rallied three

feveral times, and returned to the charge, but

were as often obliged to give way before the de-

termined bravery of the Pruffians. On the ap-

proach of night, the rout became general, and the

enemy fled; one party towards Breflau, while an-

other took the route of Schweidnitz. According

to the Pruffian accounts of this'battle, they loft

only about 500 men killed, and 2300 wounded.
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•while the lofs of the Auftrians amounted to about ^757*

7000 killed and wounded. Among the firftj were eurofe.

Generals Luchefi, Otterwolf, and Prince Stolberg;
,

and among the wounded were the Generals Hal-

ler, Macquire, Lacy, Lobkowitz, and Preyfac.

—

-

The PruHians loft no officer of note. There were

taken prifoners in the a6lion and purfuit, of the

AuftrianS) upwards of 20,000 men, among whom
were the Generals Noftitz and Odonnel. The

Pruilians likewife took 116 pieces of cannon, 51

pair of colourSj and 4000 baggage-waggons.

As no time was to be loft at this feafon of the

year, his Pruffian Majefty immediately marched

to BreilaU) which he invefted on the 7th, andj

in two days, every thing was in readinefs to be-

liege it in form. The befieged, difpirited with

their late defeat at LiiTa, and having about 4000
fick or wounded in the garrifon, did not make a

very obftinate defence. A bomb, during the fiege,

having fet fire to a magazine, and damaged one

of the baftions, likewife accelerated the taking of

the place. Accordingly, on the 20th of Decem- ^^^^^^ «-

ber, Breflau furrendered* The garrifon, confift-

ing of about 14,000 men, including the fick and

wounded, were made prifoners of war. Am.ong

thefe were fourteen officers of high rank. The
Pruffians found in this place the Auftrian military

cheft, and eighty pieces of cannon.—The lofs of

the befiegers was very trifling, amounting only to

about twenty men in all from the time they be-

gan their approaches.

• While the Pruffian monarch lay before Bref-

lau, he fent General Driefen with a body of troops

0,2
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1757-

Leignitz

tak.eu.

Swedes re-

treat before

the Pruf-

fians.

to befiege Leignitz ; and on the 26th of Decem-

ber it capitulated, Colonel Bulow, the gover-

nor^ with the garrifon under his command, con-

fiding of 3000 men, obtaining leave to retire into

Bohemia.

Notwithstanding all his fuccefs, the King

of Pruffia was very unwilling to go into winter-

quarters, while the ftrong fortrefs of Schweid-

nitz remained in the hands of the enemy ; but

as a fiege at this time was imprafticable, a bloc-

kade w^as formed, as ftrid^as the rigour of the

feafon would permit. This place, however, was

not taken till the month of April 1758 ; for

which reafon, we fhali poftpone the account of the

further operations againft it till that period.

The fuccefles, as well as the misfortunes of the

Pruffian monarchj flowed upon him all at once.

-^—By the unaccountable retreat of the Ruflfian ar-

my, Marflial Lehwald was now at liberty to pro-

ceed againft the Swedes, who, as we have already

mentioned, under a pretence of guarrantying the

treaty of Weflphaha, had fent a numerous army,

under the command of General Ungern-Stern-

berg, into Pruflian Pomerania ; where they had

raifed contributions, without meeting any obfla-

cle. They retreated, however, as the Pruflian

general advanced, abandoned all they had taken,

and retired under the cannon of Stralfund ; exhi-

biting a fliriking proof, how much they were de-

generated from thofe brave troops, who were led

on to viftory by Charles XII. and whofe military

virtues, but a few years before, had ftruck terror

into all Europe.
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Though the convention of Clofter-feven was '757-

equally binding upon the French as upon tlie Ha- europe.

noverians, the former behaved with all the info-

lence of tyrants over Haves. The rapacity of the

Duke de Richlieu knew no bounds ; one cruel

exaction fucceeded another, and, though all were

fubniitted to, the wretched inhabitants found no

relief from plundering and pillaging.* The licen-
^l%fl^^^

tioufnefs of the foldiery, kept pace with the enor- noverians.

mities of their leader. Money and booty was all

that Richlieu had in view ; nor indeed durfl he

reprefs the brutality of his foldiers, which not only

carried them beyond all the bounds of military

difcipline, but led them into habits of life which

proved fatal to them, from the difeafes they intro-

duced. Senfible of the growing weaknefs of his

army, and willing to guard againft the effefts of

it, the French general required the Heflians and

Hanoverians to deliver up their arms, a condition

which had not been ftipulated by the convention

of Clofler-feven. The court of Verfailles had

* From this general cenfure, itisbut juftice toexcept the Duke de Ran-

dan, the French governor of Hanover. When he was about to with-

draw his forces from that city, the inhabitants were overwhelmed with

the fear of being fubjefted to every fpecies of violence and abufe ; but

their apprehenfions were happily difappointed by the honour and inte-

grity of that nobleman. He took the moft effeiftual mcafures to reftraiii

the foldiers within the bounds of the moft rigid difcipline and modera-

tion ; aiid, inflead of deftroying his magazine of provifions, according

to the ufual practice of war, he ordered the whole to be either fold at a

low price, or diftributed among the poor of the city, who had been

long cxpofcd to the horrors of war.—The grateful Hanoverians were fa

deeply imprefTed with a fenfe of this truly heroic behaviour, that they

thankfully acknowledged it in a letter to the Cownt de Clermont; and

on the day of folemn thankfgiving to Heaven, for their being delivered

Irom their enemies, the clergy in their fermons did not fail to celebrate

and extol the charity and benevolence of the Duke de Randan.
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'757' likewife refufed to confider this convention as ob-»

luRopE, ligatory upon her. Treaties between nations, are

feldom oblerved any longer, than interefl or fear

hold the union ; and among nations that take

every advantage, political faith is a term without

meaning. The Hanoverians only wanted a pre-

text to take arms, and a general to head them. They
were not long in want of either.—-Richlieu had

made a further breach of the articles, by attempt-

ing to feize upon places not comprehended in

them ; and by {hutting the troops up in fuch nar-

row diftricls of cantonment, as rendered it im-

poffible for the inhabitants to fubfift. The op-

preffions of the tax-gatherers, whom the French

had appointed, were likewife fo fevere, as to drive

the inhabitants to defpair.-—All thefe circumftances

co-operating together, and the battle of Rofbach
Hanoveri- critically happening at the fame time, Prince Fer-

their arms, dinaud of Bruufwick put himfelf at the bead of the

Hanoverians, who refumed their arms, and broke

from their difgraceful confinement. The French

were in no condition to refifl the fpirit of liberty,

inflamed by refentment. They were every where

beaten. The Hanoverians took the town of Har-

burg ; and the gallant refifl:ance made by the ca-

file, which was alfo reduced, was the only inftance

in which the French could be faid to aft like fol-

diers or men.—By this fudden infurreclion of the

Hanoverian forces, the King of PrufTia's affairs

were greatly mended ; and he was now enabled

to oppofe his enemies upon a much more equal

footing.
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Thus ended the German campaign of 1757 ; '^^7*

which, for variety of events, the number of great europe.

aftions, and the uncertainty of its iflue, vi^as the

mod important of any recorded either in ancient

or modern hiftory. Within the compafs of a

fmgle year, revolutions happened, which appeared

to require the duration of a century.—-The King

of Pruffia at firft vidorious ; the Auftrians every

where flying before him ; while he advances, with

a rapid march, to the gates of Vienna. A fmgle

battle turns the fcale, A new general defeats the

Pruffian monarch, and hurls him down to the

fame (late of humiliation, to which he had juft re-

duced the Auftrian power. Apparently on the

brink of ruin, abandoned by his allies, and fur-

rounded by enemies intent on his deflruftion,

another battle, the probable confequences of which

were the total annihilation of his little army, raifcs

him again beyond all hope ; and the Auftrians,

and their numerous allies, are, in their turn, de-

feated and difperfed.—Forty thoufand Hanove-

rians, either from the mifconduft of their leader,

or from fome hitherto unknown influence, fubmit

to 80,000 French, without a battle. Under the

direction of a mor6 enterprifmg general, they re-

fume their arms, recover their country ; and the

French, reduced in their numbers, 'and vanquiflied

without fighting, retire beyond the Rhine.—The
Ruflians, though every where fuccefsful, fuddenly

retreat as if purfued by a victorious enemy ; and

the Swedes fly before the conquering PruflTianSj,

without daring to ftand a battle.
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1757' Never was the art of war carried to fuch a

-EUROPE, pitch as by the King of Pruffia ; and, it muft be

added, its horrors alfo. While we are dazzled

with the gallant exploits of the warrior, we are

fometimes at a lofs to find the milder and more

amiable virtues of the man. Happy had it been

for mankind, if to thofe wonderful and heroic

qualities by which he obtained conquefts, there

had been added that lenity, that temperate ufe of

viftory, which finiihes the charadter of a true

hero. The outrages committed by a barbarous

and mhuman enemy, by no means juftify retalia^

tion. We do not accufe the King of Pruffia of

abfolute inhumanity j but there is a feverity, a

difregard for the interefts of mankind, difcover-

able in fome of his tranfaftions, which cannot be

reconciled with that charafter which he alTumes

to himfelf, a philofopher, and a lover of mankind.

Humanity is never more pra6ticable, and never

lliines with fuch luftre, as amidft the horrors of

war ; and the reciprocal exertion of this virtue

between the Britifh and French, redounds infinitely

more to their mutual honour, than all the art

and valour they can difplay.—^From the annals of

this campaign, fucceeding generals will take their

leiTons of devaflation, and refine upon the arts of

iiicreafing human calamity.

CHAR
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CHAP. XL

Unfuccefsful gxpgdition againjl Louisbourg—r-Fort WHt

Ham Henry taken by the French—Admiral Wat-

fon and Colonel Clive reduce Calcutta, and hum-

ble the nabob—Chandenagore taken—Nabob de-

feated and Jlain—Advantageous treaty with the

new nabob—rAdmiral Watjon dies,

JL he confequences of the ill-condu£i:ed councils
'^''

of the old miniftry, flill continued to fpread their America;

baleful influence over the Britifh operations in

America.- Want of unanimity in our meafures

at home, had produced carelefsnefs and inadlivity^

in our commanders abroad. Party had fwallow-

ed up the fmall remains of patriotifm, and the

fpirit of difcord had pervaded the camp, as well as

the cabinet. Our commanders knew^ not to whom
they fliould be accountable for their neglefts, or

who was to reward their fervices ; and were con-«

fequently deficient in that firmneis and enterpri-

fmg refolution, without which the greatefl: talents

and bed intentions can do nothing in war.

The expedition againft Crown Point, which

had engrofled the principal attention in the begin-

ning, was now laid afide ; and it was refolved to J^^pedition
0» ' again ft

attack Louilbourg, \vhich was deemed of much Louiibcur^,

greater importance. Lord Loudon had colle6Led a

body of 6000 troops, with which he embarked at

New-York on the 19th of June, and arrived at

Halifax on the 29th, Admiral Holbourne did

R
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not reach that rendezvous before the 9th of July,

So much time being loft, it was naturally ima-

gined, that the commanders would proceed imme-

diately to aftion ; but, as if delay had been an

eflential part of their inftrudions, near a month

was confumed at Hahfax, in exercifmg the troops,

and accuftoming them to divers forts of attacks

and defences.* When this formidable armament

was ready to proceed to the place of its deftina-

tion, a circumftance happened, which ftruck a

panic into the troops, and rendered the whole

fcheme abortive. A packet, fuppofed to be a

ftratagem to intimidate the Britifh commanders,

with an exaggerated account of the French force

at Louifbourg, threw itfelf in the way of the En^^

glifli fleet, and was taken with all her difpatches,

tho* chafed many hours ; a circumftance fufficient

to fufpe£t a contrivance, for real packets always

throw their difpatches overboard. By the letters

found in this pretended packet, the naval ftrength

at Louifbourg was fixed at feventeen {hips of the

line, and three frigates ; and the land forces a-

mounted to 6000 Europeans, 3000 natives, and

300 Indians. It was likewife remarked, that tha

place was well fupphed with military ftores, and

* Lord Charles Hay, a major-general in this armament, and one of

the braved and bed officers in this fervice, ridiculed the behaviour of

the commanders in this refpept. He faid, " That they Jccpt the cou-

rage of his Majefty's foldiers at bay, and expended the nation's wealth

in making Qiam-fights and planting cabbages, when they opght to haTe

been fighting the enemies of tlieir king and eountry in reality."—In

the enfuing council of war, he was the only officer for proceeding

;

but he was put under an arrert, not without ftrong fufpicion of his be-

jng a madman } and afterwards trifd for his life, on an accuf^tion of

jr.utiny.
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that the people were defirous of nothing more '757'

than to be attacked. amsrica.

This intelligence immediately fufpended the

preparations againft Louifbourg. Councils of war

were held, the refult of which was, to lay afide^

for the prefent, the intended expedition ; a refo-

lution which appears to have originated from the

exaggerated account of the French forces.-^—^The

commanders, in this expedition, feemed determined

to truft nothing to fortune or refolution. Every

circumftance of difficulty and danger was weigh- Expedition

ed in the fcale of rigid prudence, before the exe- Loi"(baurs

cution of it was attempted. The confequence ^^"^ ^^^^^'

was, what is generally the cafe where too much
deliberation and caution is ufed, that nothing was

done..^—-Lord Loudon with the land forces return-

ed to New-York, and the admiral continued for

fome time cruifmg off Cape Breton, in expefta-

tion of drawing the French fleet to an engage-

ment, or at any rate to block up Louifbourg har-

bour. In both thefe expedations he was difap-

pointed. The French, whofe force was greatly

inferior to his, were too wife to attack him ; and,

on the 25th of September, a terrible ftorm arofe,

which difperfed and fhattered his fleet, one fliip

being loft, eleven difmafted, and the reft very

much damaged* Leaving eight men of war to

proted the tradCj watch Louifbourg, and annoy

the enemy, he fteered with all fpced for England.

The proceedings in America during the re-

mainder of this year, were a feries of difgraces

and difappointments. By taking Ofwego, the

French became entire mafters of all the lakes 5

B. 2
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1757* and the Englifn were unable to hinder their coh

AMERICA. leiSling the hidians from all parts, and obliging

them to act in their favour. Inftead of endea-

vouring to prevent this deftruftive alliance, we a-

bandoned to. the mercy of the enemy, all the coun-

try of the Five Nations, the only body of Indians

who preferved even the appearance of friendfliip

to us. Our forts were demohflied, our frontiers

invaded by the French and their favages, who de-

ftroyed all our fine fettlements on the Mohawk's

river, and the German fiats ; and at lafl the fiege

of Fort William Henry, built on the fouthern

edge of Lake George, was formed ; a place of

the utmoft importance for covering that frontier.

French T H E R E was a garrifou of 2500 men withia

S'^of' Fort William Henry ; and General Webb, with

Fort wii- about 4.000 men, was ported at no great diflance.
ham Hen- ^

1 , . n- ^ r r
ry. By Lord Loudon's draughting oti the forces troni

the northern provinces for the expedition againft

Louifbourg, the frontiers were left expofed to the

defigns of the French, who prepared to take advan^

tage of their abfence. On this occafion, the acti-

vity and watchfulnefs of M. Montcalm were con-

fpicuous. No fooner Vv^as it known that the troops

were embarked for Halifax, than he aifembled an

army of 8000 men, including Canadians and In-

dians, drawn from Crown Point, Ticonderoga^

and the adjacent polls. The aiTembling of thefe

forces was not executed with fuch fecrecy, but

that an early account of it was fent to General

Webb. That commander gave no credit to the

report
;

judging it impoflible that the French

could ralfe a force fufficieiit to difpute the poffef-
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fion of the fort with him and the garrifon. His ^757'

incredulity was attended with the mod fatal ef- America.

fects. No care was taken to bring the militia to-

gether, which, had it been done, would have

rendered the Engliih far fuperior to their enemies.

On the 2d of Auguft, Montcalm appeared on the

lake, which fo intimidated Webb, that he march-

ed ojfF early the next morning, leaving the defence

of the fort to the Colonels Monro and Young.

Montcalm, informed of Webb's retreat, fum-

moned the garrifon to furrender ; but was given

to underftand from Colonel Monro, that nothing

but extremity would make him give up the fort.

—The garrifon behaved with courage and fkill,

fo as to retard the enemy's works for four days ;

during which time they had the misfortune to

burft moft of their cannon and mortars. Thus
reduced, and no profpedt of fuccour from with-

out appearing, and being advifed to furrender by Carnfon

a letter from General Webb, intercepted and fent

into the fort by M. Montcalm, the garrifon capi-

tulated on the 9th of Auguft.—They engaged not

to ferve againft the French for 1 8 months ; and

obtained the favour of marching out with their

arms and baggage. The French favages paid fa

little regard to the terms of capitulation, that they

plundered the Engliih foldiers, as they marched
out ; fcalped the Indians and Blacks, that had
been in the garrifon ; and pradifed a thoufand

other inhumanities, from which the French ge-

nerals preteilded to reftrain them, but to no pur-

pofe. The French demolilhed the fort, and car-

ried off all they found in it.
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'757' The conclufion of this inglorious campaign irt

North America, was more difgraceful to the Bri*

tifh arms than even the two former. An army

of 20,000 men, exclufive of Provincials, and a

vafl naval force, provided with every thing that

could make war glorious and fuccefsful, were per-

mitted to loiter away a whole year, in doing

worfe than nothing. The French fucceeded in

every thing they attempted, though their force

•was greatly inferior to the Englifh,

ASIA. It was in the Eaft that fuccefs began firft to

dawn upon the Britifh arms. No fooner did in-

telligence of the fatal difafter at Calcutta arrive at

Madrafs, than Admiral Watfon, with Colonel

Clive and the military on board, failed to take

Admiral rcvengc for the cruelty pradifed on their country-

fails for nien by the nabob. After a tedious voyage, he
cnga.

arrived at the port of Balafore, in the kingdom

of Bengal, on the 5th of December. Here he

flrengthened his force with what recruits he could

draw together ; and, entering the Ganges, pro-

ceeded to attack Bufbudgia fort, which command-

ed that part of the river. After a fhort refiflance^

he made himfelf mafter of this fortj which was

extremely well fituated for defence, but badly

provided with cannon and ammunition. As he

proceeded up the river, the enemy abandoned

feveral fmall batteries, which would have obftruded

his progrefs, and a clear paffage was opened to

him to the fort of Calcutta. Fired with indigna-

tion and revenge at the affedling fight of this

place, the troops attacked it with fo much fpirit,
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that it furrendered in a few hours.—-It was then '757-

propofed to reduce Hughley, which was fituated
^^^^^

further up the Ganges ; and this was likewife ef- Calcutta

fefted with the fame facility.
retaken.

The nabob was now convinced of the necef-

fity of providing a more refpeftable force, to jflem

the progrefs of the Britifh arms, than the feeble

garrifons of unexperienced Indians. Affifted by-

French officers, engineers, and gunners, he af-

iembled an army of 10,000 horfe, and about

15,000 foot. With this numerous body, he took

the route of Calcutta, and, on the 2d of February,

pafled the Englifli camp, at the diftance of about

a mile, and pitched his tents on an advantageous

fpot of ground near the town.

Notwithstanding the great fuperiority of

the enemy in point of numbers, the Britifh com-

manders did not hefitate a moment about what

was to be done. A detachment of 600 failoYs

were draughted from the feveral Ihips to join Co*

lonel Clive, in order to force and drive the nabob

from his camp.

Accordingly, on the 5th, about five in the

morning, the Britifh army advanced towards the

enemy, and, notwithflanding the fuperiority of Vabob d«<

numbers, defeated them with great Haughter.-^

This attack, though not fo decifive as might have

been wifhed, was fufhcient to make the nabob

very folicitous to haften a peace ; which, in a

iliort time, was concluded much to the advan-^

tage of the Engliili Eaft-India Company. They.

were re-eflabhfhed in their ancient privileges, an

immunity from all taxes was granted, and a r?-?
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^757' ftitution promifed for all that the trade had fuf*

fered in the taking of Calcutta.

Having thus humbled the nabob, and re-^

eflabliflied the Company's affairs in Bengal, the

Admiral Britilli commauders refolved to turn their arms

Cotone"^" againft the French ; having juft received intelli-!-

ciera^diift
gc^ce from Europe, of war's being declared be-

the French, tvi^ecu Britain and France. It was agreed to be-

gin with Chandenagore, a place of confiderable

ftrength, and the principal fettlement of the French

in that part of India, fituated a little higher up

the river than Calcutta. Colonel Clive, with a-

bout 700 Europeans and 1600 Blacks, undertook

the land fervice ; and Admiral Watfon diredted

the attack by fea. His fleet, confifting of three

fliips, the Kent, Tyger, and Sahfbury, came to

an anchor about two miles below Chandenagore ;

where he found the paffage obftructed by the

fmking of feveral large fhips, both above and be-

low the forts, for there were four in the whole.

This difficulty was, however, foon furmounted.

The admiral proceeded up the river ; and, on

the 24th of March, got a-breafl of the forts.

chandena- The attack, both by fea and land, was fo vigo-
^ore a en.

^^^^^ ^^i^^ in Icfs than three hours the garrifon

capitulated. Five hundred Europeans, and 700

Blacks, furrendered prifoners of war ; 183 pieces

of cannon were taken ; and a large fum in ready

money, with a vaft quantity of goods, became

the property of the captors.

The French power in India having thus re-

ceived, a fevere check, it became neceffary to ad-

vert to the proceedings of the nabob, whofe dU
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latory performance of his obligations by treaty, ^757'

and his ftrong attachment to the French intereft,
^^^^^

gave juft reafon to fufped that his intentions were

bad.—The ferocity of his manners, and the, cru-

elty of his difpofition, had difguiled even his own

fubjects ; and, as fuccefs is the only title that thofe

nabobs can (hew for poffeffion, Jaffier Ah Kawn,

then a principal officer in his army, and his prime

minifter, who pretended to have a right to the

nabobfliip, put himfelf at the head of a confpira-

cy againfl him, and applied to the Englifli fo?

affiflance.

It would be equally tirefome and unentertain-

ing to enter into a particular difcuffion of the

^hts of thefe rival nabobs. Certain it is, that

the Engliih found it expedient to enter into a

treaty with Jaffier, and the reft of the confpiratcrs

;

in which it was ftipulated, that the company fhould

immediately renew hoftilities with Suraja Dowla,

to obhge him to fulfil the articles of the late trea-

ty ; and Jaffier, on his part, promifed to defert

his mafter, with the beft troops in his army, on the

field of battle. Accordingly, Colonel Clive took Coionei

the field with an army of 1000 Europeans, and the field/

2000 Blacks ; befides 50 feamen, to be employ-

ed as gunners, and in directing the artillery.-

—

The admiral engaged to garrifon Chandenagore

with his feamen ; and a 20 gun fhip v>'as ftation-

ed above Hughley, to preferve a communication

between the fleet and army. On the 19th of

June, a detachment was fent to attack Catwa,

which furrendered at the firft fummons.

Colonel Clive continued at Catwa three days,

expecting advices from Jaffier ; but, not receive
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^757' ing any, he crolTed the river on the 2,2(1, and ad-

^siA.
vanced to attack the nabob's army, which was

encamped on the plains of Plaffey, and confided

of 20,000 men, well provided with artillery ; ex-

clufive of two divifions under the command of the

confpirators.—However lightly the Britifli com-

mander might think of the Indian troops, it ap-

peared rafh and defperate to march up to the

mouths of fo numerous an artillery, which was

placed in an advantageous fituation, and under

the direfliion of French gunners. A fortunate

circumftance relieved him from this embarraff-

ment, A heavy iliower of rain had made the

enemy draw their cannon into the camp under

cover. Clive immediately availed himfelf of this,

and placed a detachment to prevent their being

again brought into action. Three different well-

directed attacks were made upon the enemy's

trenches, and each of them proved fuccefsful ; in

The nabob fliort, the uabob's army was in a little time com-f

routed. pletely routed, and 42 pieces of large cannon fell

into the hands of the vigors ; whofe lofs was

quite inconfiderable.

Such was the facility with which the mo ft im-

portant conquefts were gained over this weak,

effeminate, and unwarlike people. The cuitoms,

habits, and opinions of the Afiatics, all tend to

effeminate the body, and difpirit the mind. Let

us conceive a numerous army led on to battle,

dreffed in long filken garments, with no other

courage than what they poffefs from the infpira?

tion of opium, with the fame views whether de-

feated or viftorioys, their general jiiounted on an
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elephant, and confequently a more confplcuous ^757*

obje£t of aim ; their artillery drawn by oxen, im- ^5,^^

patient and furious on the ilightefl wound ; if

We reflect on all thefe circumftances, we fhall not

be furprifed at their moft numerous armies being

defeated by a handful of European troops, harden^

ed by difcipline, and animated by honour*

Immediately upon viftory's appearing in fa-

vour of the Britilh, JafEer Ali Kawn, and the

other confpirators, declared themfelves openly a- -

gainft their defeated fovereign, and hafted away
^

to fecure Muxadavad, whither they were foon

followed by the Britifh army. In a few days, Ali

Kawn was proclaimed nabob, according to treaty;

and foon after Surajah Dowla was traced, feized,

and put to death.'—-Many were the advantages Advanta-

which the Englifli Eafl-India Company derived
f^'';?^^^'"'^^;^

from this revolution in Bengal. The French were "^^^ nabob,

for ever prohibited from fettling in the three pro-

vinces of Bengal, Bohar, and Orixa ; the com-

pany's territories Were greatly enlarged ; their pri-

vileges confirmed ; two millions flerling were

granted as an indemnification to the fufferers at

Calcutta ; a leafe of the falt-petre of Patna was

granted to the company ; and the army and navy

were rewarded with a prefent of 625,000 1. Sterl.

befides immenfe riches in jewels, &c. beftowed

on the officers.—The public joy at thefe fignal ad-

vantages, was confiderably abated by the death of ^d^j^^i

Admiral Watfon, who fell a vidim to the un- w^^^on

wholefomenefs of the climate, after having efta-

blifhed a lading reputation, for his vvifdom, his

courage, and his humanity,

s a
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CHAP. Xll.

Expedition againjl St. Malo—Ships burned—Fleet

returns—Expedition againjl Cherbourg—Its har-

bour dejlroyed—Defeat at Si. Cas.

1758.

EUROPE.

ffVnbks.

JL HE late unfuccefsful expedition againfl the coaft

of France, was far from difpiriting the enterprifing

genius of the Britifli minifter. He was determined

to carry on this littoral war with vigour. Accord-

ingly, in the month of May, the army of invafion

affembled again in the ifle of Wight. It confiited

of 15 battalions, 400 of the artillery, and 540
The invad- light horfc ; in all about 13,000 men. The prin-

menTaf- cipal command was vefted in Charles Duke of

Marlborough, grandfon of the celebrated hero,

whofe name is yet a terror to France ; and the

fubordinate general officers, were, Lieutenant-Ge-

nerals Lord George Sackville, and the Earl of

Ancram ; Major-Generals, Waldegrave, Moflyn,

Dury, Bofcawcn, and Elliot. Two diftind: fleets

were aflembled at Spithead ; the firft, confifting

of twenty-two fail of the line, was commanded by

Lord Anfon j die fecond, confifting of feveral

frigates, floops, iire-fliips, tranfports, &c. was un-

der the command of commodore Howe, who was

entrufted with the direftion of every thing that

related to the landing of the troops in the enemy's

dominions.

Both fleets failed from St. Helen's on the firft:

of June. Lord Anfon, with tlie line of battle
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fiilps, flood away to the weft ; whilft Commodore ^75^-

Howe fteered acrofs the channel.-^On the 5th of ^^^^^^^

June, the whole fleet ftood into the bay of Can-

calle, at a little diftance from St. Malo ; where

the forces were landed without oppofition.—The Troops

troops lay upon their arms all night ; and next
'

morning a fpot of ground was marked out for a

camp, which was fortified with entrenchments, in

order to fecure a retreat Notwithftanding the

ftrid orders againft marauding, as well as the

perfonal vigilance and moderation of the officers,

the foldiers plundered and deftroyed every thing

that fell in their way, to the difgrace of difcipline,

and reproach of humanity.

Early in the morning, on the 7th of June,

tlie army marched towards St. Malo in two co-

lumns ; the firft commanded by the Duke of

Marlborough, and Lord George Sackville ; the

fecond commanded by Lord Ancram. After a

march of fix miles, the army encamped at the

diftance of little more than a mile from the town
of St Malo ; which, upon examination, was found

by no means liable to be taken by furprife ; and

a fiege, from our want of proper arcillery, was

altogether impracticable.—As foon as it was dark,

the light horfe, and piquets of the whole army,

marched down to the harbour, and fet fire to a- Enemy's

bout an hundred fail of (hipping, which lay under JJUfoyld.

the cannon of the fort, and to feveral magazines

filled with naval ftores ; and all this was performed

without the leaft interruption from the enemy .

On the 10th, the tents were ftruck, and the army,

in one column, marched back to Cancalle.
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'758' The intention of this invafion being fully an-

EUROPE. fwered, the troops were reimbarked, and failed

on the 16th early in the morning ; and in the

evening, came to an anchor off the harbour of

St. Malo. The weather proving tempefluous, the

fleet returned to Cancalle bay next morning, and

continued there till the 2 2d, when they again

failed.—The fquadron continued beating about

the channel, and feemed at different times to

threaten feveral other places on the French coafl

;

but provifions being nearly exhaulled, and the

men grown fickly from their being crowded in the

tranfports, it was judged necelfary to return home,

Fleet re- and the whole fleet arrived at St. Helen's on the
turns. , r t

29th or June.

However fliort of the public expedlation the

fuccefs of this expedition might fall, yet, as it ex-

ceeded the Rochfort enterprife, and as the opera-

tions of this armament were not yet at an end,

the people were tolerably well fatished, and ex-

pected greater exploits from the next attempt.

—

The (ticklers for a continental war, indeed, kept

up their ufual clamour, and called thefe attempts

breaking windows with guineas, and again applied

the fable of the mountain and the moufe.

The Duke of Marlborough, and Lord George

Sackville, having been ordered to command the

Britifh forces which were fent to Germany to re-

inforce Prince Ferdinand, Licutenant-General Bligh

was appointed to command the army of invafion,

which was encamped on the ifle of Wight, but

did not now amount to more than 6000 men.

Prince Edward (afterwards Duke of York) re-
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folved to go as a volunteer in this expedition, on '75^*

board of Commodore Howe's fhip, in which he europj.

ferved as a midftiipman.

This armament, fo much reduced in its num-

bers and ftrength, failed from St. Helen's on the Fleet faiu

ift of Auguft, and, on the 6th, came to an anchor time,

before Cherbourg,* into which a few bomb-fhells

were thrown that night. Early next morning, the

ileet got under way, and brought up about two

leagues well of the town, where it was refolved

to land the troops. The enemy had thrown up

feveral entrenchments, and planted feme batteries

along the coaft ; and there appeared about 2000

regular troops, befides militia, who threatened to

oppofe the landing of the Britilh forces. On the

7th, at two in the afternoon, the grenadiers and

guards, commanded by General Dury, landed

without oppofition, under an inceffant fire from

the fleet. Forming his troops on the beach, the Troops

general marched immediately towards the enemy.
diJ^eVfe^Uic

He received their fire, and then attacked them enemy,

with fuch refolution, that they foon fled in the

utmoll confufion, and with a confiderable lofs.

* Cherbourg is an open iialf-fortified town, with a bad harbonr;

but its peculiar fitiiation in the channel renders it of importance ; be-

ing fo fituated, as to annoy the Englifh, and protect the French com-

merce in time of war. It is about 70 miles from Portfmouth. Mr Bc-

lidor, the famous engineer, had demondrated its importance, and

propofed a plan for the improvement and defence of the harbour, as

well as for the fortification of the town. This plan was approved,

and partly put in execution by the building of a mole, digging a bafon,

and making flulces and flood-gates, with excellent materials, at a vaft

expence. As thefe works were left unfiniftied, in all appearance thq

plan had fallen into difrepute.
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'758- The remainder of the forces being landed,

EUROPE. General Bligh encamped at a village called Er-

ville ; a fituation, it was faid, in every refpe£t

improper.—Next morning the army proceeded

towards Cherbourg, in two columns, which they

entered without the leaft oppofition. The inha-

bitants, confiding in a promife of prote&ion from

the general, received their hoftile vifitors with

politenefs and hofpitality. But their confidence

was abufed ; the common foldiers returned to

their infamous practice of pillaging ; and it was

not till they had done a confiderable deal of mif-

chief, that they were reftrained by the general.

The Britifh commander now proceeded, ac-

The har- cording to liis inflruftions, to demolifh the har-

chTrb'ourg bouf and bafon, which was executed under the
demohflied. direftion of the engineers. In the mean time,

the Britini light-horfe were fcouring the adjacent

country, and had frequent Ikirmiflies with the

enemy ; in one of which, Captain Lindfay, a

brave and gallant officer, was unfortunately killed.

The harbour and bafon being now deftroyed,

all the veflels found there burned, and hoftages

taken for the contributions levied on the town,

the troops evacuated Cherbourg, and reimbarked

without any interruption.—It is remarkable, that

this army continued ten days in France unoppofed

and unmolefted.

The news of this advantage were received in

England with the greateft joy. All the brafs can-

non and mortars taken at Cherbourg were drawn,

in pompous proceffion, through tlie city, amidft

the joyful acclamations of the people, whofe minds
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>3vere now as much elevated, as they had been ^75^-

but a little time before depreffed. Europe.

The operations of the little army of invafion

were not yet at an end. The fleet weighed an-

chor on the 1 8th of Auguft, and fteered for St.

Malo
;

" but were obliged, by contrary winds, to

run for the Englifli coaft ; and it was the 4th of

September before it came to an anchor in the

bay of St. Lunaire, about two leagues weft of St*

Malo.—The troops were immediately landed, not Troops a*

without fome misfortune, one of the boats being near st.

overfet by a frigate* Four companies of grena-

diers, under the command of Sir William Booth-

by, were detached to deftroy the fhipping in the

harbour of Briac, a place near St. Malo ; which

was executed effeftually*

The Britifh army continued in their camp near

St. Lunaire four days, which was fpent in delibe-

rating whether an attempt upon St. Malo was prac-

ticable, and it was finally determined to be imprac*

ticable. It being found impoflTible to reimbark the

troops at the fame place where they had landed, it

was refolved that they fhould proceed to the bay

of St. Cas, and there remain till the (hips were

ready to receive them. Accordingly the fleet

ftood away to the weftward ; and General Bligh,

with his httle army, began his march, on the

8th of September, towards Gildau, where he was

told the river, which he muft neceflfarily pafsj

was fordable at low water. On his arrival at ,

this place, he found himfelf mifmformed as to

the time of fording, for it was high water inftead

of low
J
and the troops were obliged to wait nine

T



1^^ MILITARY MEMOIRS

i75§' hours before they could attempt to pafs ; and

lUROPE. then they were fired upon from the oppofite vil-

lage, by which Lord Frederic Cavendiili, and a

few grenadiers, were flightly wounded.-—It was

only three o'clock in the afternoon, when the

troops palTed this river ; and, from a feeming

fatality, they marched no farther that evening.*

Next day, Sunday the loth, they proceeded

towards Mattingnon, where they met with fome

iinall oppofition from a party of the enemy. Here

the general received intelligence, that nine bat-

talions of foot, two fquadrons of dragoons, with

500 guardes de cojis were on their march from

Breft, under the command of the Duke d*AguiI-

lon, and that they were not above two leagues

diftant from the Britifli army. This intelligence

had no effeft on the general's conduct. He pro-

ceeded in the fame flow and dilatory manner.

The ufual drums, preparatory to a march, were

beat early next morning ; and the army proceed-

&itifharmy ed, in a fmp-le column, towards St. Cas, which is
march to- "
wards St. about three leagues from Mattmgnon. The march

of thofe three miles, however, contained in it cir-

cumftanees and incidents more puzzling and un-

accountable, than that of Hannibal over the Alps;

and we are better acquainted with the particulars

of the latter, than the former. When the head of

the column had attained the heights which envi-

ron the bay of St. Cas, about half a mile from

* A blind infatuated fecurity feems to have pofTeiTed the leaders of

the BiitilTi army. They appear to have thought it impoflible that

their career could be flopped ; for it was vauntingly faid by Ibme of

the principal officers " By G—d, a man might march through*
*' France with a Tingle company of grenadiers."
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ilic fea, they had orders to halt, and the regl- 175^-

ments formed the hne as they advanced in fuc- eurcks.

ceffion ; but before the grenadiers in the rear

reached the ground, the youngefl brigade was

ordered to march down to the beach. Mean-

while the frigates which were intended to cover

the embarkation, and the boats, were approach-

ing the land. The grenadiers marched delibe-

rately down to the beach, and there refted on

their arms, whilft the battaliong were conveyed to

their tranfports in the flat-bottom boats.

Scarce had the Britifli grenadiers quitted the

heights, when they were occupied by the ene- And arse

my. When they began to defcend, the Britilh
[hc^nemyT

commodore made a fignal for his frigates to fire
;

which order was executed with fuch {kill and dex-

terity, that many of them were killed, and their

whole army thrown into confufion. The troops

were now all embarked, except the grenadiers

of the whole army, and four companies of the

firft regiment of guards ; in all about 1400 men.

Indeed the whole army might have been embark-

ed by this time, had the boats returned with that

punctuality which was rcquifite ; and even when
they did come, many of them were employed in

carrying off" horfes and cows inftead of men.—

.

The enemy continued to advance, and their ar-

tillery began to play upon the boats with great

effect. Major-General Dury, who was now the

fenior officer on (hore, formed this fmall remnant

of the Britifh army ; but inftead of endeavouring

to maintain his ground, which was advantageous,

he quitted it, and advanced up the hill to meet the

enemy.

T 2
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1758. It is a delicate and a difficult point to form

EUROPE, any opinion of the behaviour of a general in fuch

a fituation as the prefent : few, but thofe who

have been in fuch fituations, can judge of them
;

and it might appear arrogant in one who is not

a foldier, to pretend to point out the deficiencies

of a commander in fo critical a conjunfturew^f

The bravery of the troops, on this defpcrate oc^-

cafion, did honour to their country. They fu^^

flained the attack with great fortitude ; and it

was not till their ammunition was entirely fpent,

that they retreated to the boats. Unhappily the

boats then on fliore were infufficient to receive

half the number of men which now crowded to

the beach, and they were in an inftant fo over-

loaded, that mod of them were aground.

In this terrible condition, expofed to the fire

of a numerous army, they remained for fome

time ; till, at laft. Commodore Howe ordered

himfelf to be rowed afhore, and took one of the

flat-bottom boats in tow. Animated by this no-

ble pattern, the reft of the fleet followed his

example, and about 700 men were brought on

Rear-guard board. The remaining 700 were, many of them,
pf the Bri-

1 , 1 r
tiih army ihot or drowued ; but the tar greater part were

taken prifoners. General Dury, Lieutenant Co-,

lonel Wilkinfon, and Sir John Armitage, a vo-

lunteer, were killed. Lord Frederic Cavendifh,

Lieutenant-Colonels Pierfon and Lambert, and fix-

teen officers of inferior rank, with four captains

pf the navy, were taken prifoners.

This unfortunate difafter was by moft peo-

ple imputed to the injudicipus and dilatory con-
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du£t of the general. After the defign againfl St. i75^-

Malo was laid afide, his remaining fo long on e^jrope.

fhore, and penetrating fo far into the country

without any vifible objeft, is perfectly unaccount-

able. His marching through the enemy's country,

in a fingle column, was highly imprudent ; and

communicating his midnight motions by beat of

drum, to an enemy double his force, was quite

inexcufable.—The flaughter would have been

much lefs, had not the French foldiers been ex-

afperated by the fire from the frigates, which ftill

continued after the Britifli troops were defeated ;

but this was no fooner filenced, than immediate

quarter and proteftion was granted.—The lofs of

the French, on this occafion, was very confidera-

ble, and exceeded that of the Englilh.—Several

civilities paffed between the Duke d'Aguillon and

the Britifh commanders, who were favoured with

a lift of the prifoners, and aflured that the wound-

ed {hould receive all poffible comfort and affift-

ance.—Thefe matters being fettled. Commodore Armament

Howe returned to Spithead, and the troops were En^hni

difembarked.

The public were, as ufual, very much difpirlted

by this check. The enemies of the minifter en-

deavoured to throw the blame upon him, but in

vain ; the plan was allowed to have been well

concerted, however it might be bungled in the

execution. The French exulted in the trivial ad-

vantage they had gained ; and magnified it into a

mighty vidory ; when indeed they ought to have

been afhamed to have fuffered fuch a handful of

men to ravage their country, for fuch a length of

(ime, with impunity.
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CHAP. XIII.

Hoya and M'mden takenfrom the French—Their dif'

trefs—They retire beyond the Rhine—Embden

taken by Commodore Holmes—Schzveidnitz taken—King of ^riijfia enters Mora-via, and lays fiege

to Qlmut%—Embarraffed by Count Daun—Siege

of Ohniitz raifed—King of Erujfia marches into

Bohemia. . -^

1758.

EUROPE.
i HE various fortunes and bloody events of the

laft campaign in Germany, had not difpofed any of

the powers at war to make fo much as a propofal

for peace. The enemies of the King of Pruffia

were more ftrongly united againfl him by fear

and hatred, than they would have been either by

intereft or principle. That his troops might have

fome repofe, the campaign did not open till the

beginning of April. The confequences of the

battle of Lilfa had been extremely favourable to

that monarch, as by the contributions he raifed

in Saxony, he was enabled to fpare his own do-

minions, and to fend a fmall body of cavalry to

the affiftance of Prince Ferdinand.

-' The Count de Clermont had fuperfeded the

Duke de Richlieu in the command of the French

army in Weftphalia. But the change of their

general proved of no fervice. They retreated, or

rather fled, every where before the Hanoverians,

who marched in two divifions ; one on the right

to the country of Bremen, and another, under
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'General Zaftrow, to the left toward GiiForn. In ^75^'

a few days, the French retired froni Gtterfburg,

Bremen, and Ferden, and the caftle of Rottenburg

did not hold out above fix hours.

It was expected that Count Chabot, who was

pofted with a ftrong detachment at Hoya upon

the Wefer, would make a vigorous (land ; and

Prince Ferdinand appointed his nephew, the young

Prince of Brunfwic, with four battalions of foot,

and fome light horfe, to diflodge him. This

prince, though but twentys year of age, had feen

a great deal of aftion ; and his genius was fo truly

military, that he had performed exploits which

would have done honour to the ableft generals.

He had iignalized himfelf at the battle of Haften-

beck ; and fuch was his ardour for glory, that he

had, though with the feeming difapprobation of

his father, followed his uncle to the field. The
cnterprife he was charged with, was not only full

of difficulties, but a train of difappointments

threatened to render it unfuccefsful.

He had a broad and deep river to pafs, and caiiant a

but one float to carry his troops over it. Before
H*^rcdhar'

the half of his detachment had pafled, a ftrone: ^""" °^
" Brunfwic^

wind arofe, which rendered the float ufelefs ; fo

that his party, fmall as it was, was divided. Confci-

ous that not a moment was to be loft, the Prince

refolved not to delay his time in attempting to

join hia forces, but to proceed immediately, with

thofe he had left, againft the enemy. It was the

23d of February, and between four and five;

o'clock in the morning ; and he determined to

furprife the town, before it was day-light fufficienl
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1758- for the French to difcover the fmall handful of

EUROPE ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ attended with. Before he arrived at

the town, an accidental firing had alarmed the

enemy, who were prepared to meet him ; but the

prince, by his courage and excellent difpofitions,

conquered all oppofition. He beat the enemy

from the poifeffion of a bridge they held, took

polTeffion of the town, and forced Chabot, the

French commandant, who had thrown himfelf in-

to the caflle, to furrender it with all his (lores

and magazines.

Prince Ferdinand, at the head of the Hano-

verian army, continued his march in two divi-

fions ; and, at laft, cleared all the electorate of

the French, Minden excepted, which was garri-

foned by 40G0 men ; but the place being invefted,

they were obliged, on the 14th of March, to fur-

render prifoners of war, after a fiege of no more

than nine days. The fkirmiflies which palfed be-

tween the French and Hanoverians, were always

to the advantage of the latter ; and indeed the

former fcarce made any refiftance, but when they

Diftrefs of werc prompted by defpair. Their fituation was

^my."'"'^^^ now become completely wretched. All fubordi-

nation was loft am.ong their troops. Deftitute of

cioathing and covering in a bitter feafon, many

perifhed on the roads ; and the fword was fcarcely

wanted to finifh the deftrudion of the furvivors,

moft of whom were fo weak and difeafed, that

they were knocked on the head by *the clubs of

the enraged peafants, while the Hanoverian huf-

fars and hunters harraffed the few who had

Itrength enough to attempt an efcape. Upon the
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whole, it is reckoned, at a moderate computation, ^7S^'

that of 130,000 French who had entered Weft-

phalia, not above 50,000 were alive at the end of

the campaign. Thefe being collected from all

parts, at lail reached the Rhine, except a body

which maintained itfelf at Wefel, under the Count

de Clermont.

The fame misfortune and defpondency feem-

cd to attend the French troops in other places.

A fmall Engllfh fquadron, under Commodore

Holmes, arrived before Embden, which, as we

have already mentioned, was taken from the King

of Pruffia by the French, and by them garrlfon-

ed with 4000 men. The Brltlfli commodore cut

oiF the communication between this place and the

mouth of the river ; and the garrlfon, (truck with Commo-

a panic, fled the town, and conveyed their artil- Holmes

lery and heavy baggage up the river. Hohties or-
}effion of^'

dered fome armed boats to purfue them, and fome Embden.

of their velfels were taken. In one of them was a

youth, the fon of a French officer of diftinftlon,

whom the commodore immediately fent to his

father, and offered to fend him the money too,

upon his giving his word and honour that it was

his own property.

Notwithstanding the great lofles which

France had fuftalned in a few months, Ihe was

far from being, as many imagined, in a ruinous

condition. Her internal ftrength was great, and

(he had prodigious refources. Her councils, it is

true, were not only divided, but unfteady and

infirm. All reciprocal confidence had been loft

between her court and parliaments, and the ableft

u
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^75^- of her mlnifters had with indignation retired from

EUROPE, public bufmefs. The flighted condefcenfions, how-

ever, on the part of their King, gave fpirit to

the French ; and even the lofles he had fuffered,

ferved to animate them with a paffion to repair

The Duke them. The Duke de Belleifle, fo celebrated for
de Belleifle ... . . .

put at the hiS cxploits, civil as well as military, was pointed

French ad- out by thc public voice as the only minifter who

^on.
'^^'

could prevent farther difgraces ; and the French

King accordingly put him at the head of the war-

department, to the general fatisfaftion of his fub-

je£ts.*

* There appeared in the public prints, at this time, a fpeech laid to

be delivered by that nobleman in council, which does honour to the

fpirit and patriotifm of the old Marfhal, who had ferved his King and

country with honour, during better times. It was as follows.

" I know, faid he, the ftate of our armies. It gives me great grief,

and no lefs indignation ; for, befides the real evil of the diforder in it-

felf, the difgrace and infamy which it reflects on our government, and

on the whole nation, are ftill more to be apprehended. The choice of

ofEcers ought to be made with great deliberation. I know but too well

to what length the want of difcipline, pillaging, and robbing, have been

carried on by the officers and common men, after the example fet them

by their generals. It mortifies me to think I am a Frenchman ; my
principles are known to be very different from thofe which are now
followed. I had the fatisfadlion to retain the efteem, the friendlhip,

and the confideration of all the princes, noblemen, and even of all the

common people in all parts of Germany, where I commanded the

King's forces. They lived there in the inidft of abundance; every one

was pleafed ; it fills my foul with angr.ilh, to find, that at prefent the

French are held in execration ; that every body is difpirited ; and that

many officers publicly fay things that are criminal, and highly punifii-

ablc. The evil is fo great, that it demands immediate redrefs. I can

eafily judge by what pafTes in my own breaft, of what our generals feel

from the fpeeches they .Tiufl: daily hear in Germany, concerning our

condu(fl; which indeed would lofe much, to be compared with that

of our allies. I mud particularly complain of tlie delays and irregulari-

ty of the ports; a fervice which is very ill provided for. 1 am likewi/e

difpleafed with the negligence of our generals, in leturning anfwers

;

which is a manifeft breach of th?ir duty. Had I commanded the army.
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Affairs in Britain bore quite a different a- ^75^'

fped. The ad miuiftration was popular ; and fuch europe.

a harmony fubfilled between the court and par-

liament, and the parhament and people, as was

altogether unprecedented in hiftory. The glorious

vidories of the King of Pruffia, after the train of

diftreffes he had undergone, rendered the Ger-

man war popular ; and the miniftry, with fafety,

entered more deeply than ever into continental

meafures.

The retreat of the Ruffian troops was confider-

ed as a prelude to an alteration in the Czarina's

condu6l ; but the public were foon undeceived

in this refpedt. Apraxin was difpofted, and put

under an arreft ; and the command of the army

was given to Generals Brown and Fermor.—The
difgrace which the Swedifh arms had fuftained,

ferved to increafe their animofity ; and they were

determined to profecute the war, with more vi-

gour than ever.

As foon as the feafon would permit the King

of Pruffia to renew his operations, he turned the

blockade of Schweidnitz into a fiege, and pufhed Schweid-

it with fo much vigour, that the garrifon, redu- "' ^
^

ced by ficknefs and other loffes, furrendered pri-

a thoufand things which are done, would not have been done; and

others, which are neglefted, would have been executed. I would have

multiplied my communication ; I would have had ftrong pofls on the

right, on the left, in the center, lined with troops. I would have had

magazines in every place. The quiet and fatisfadion of the country

(hould have been equii to their prefent difaffcdion, at being harrafled

and plundered ; and we /honld have been as much beloved, as we are

at prefent abhorred. The confequences are too apparent to need being

mentioned. I muft infift on thefe things, becaufe late redrcfs is bettei"

than the continuation of the evil."

U 1
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^75^- foners of war, in thirteen days. By the reduc-

BUROPE. ^^^'^ °^ ^^^^^ place, Frederic had cleared his domi-

nions of his enemies, and he began to think of

attacking them in their own. His credit was now
high, and his armies ftrong. He had a body of

troops commanded by Count Dohna, on the fide

of Pomerania, which over-awed the Swedes and

Mecklenburghers. Silefia was covered by another

body, pofttd between "Wohlau and Glogau ; while

an army of 30 battahons and 40 fquadrons was

formed in Saxony, under the command of his

brother Prince Henry, to face the army of the

empire, which was again become formidable.

Thofe armies were all fo judiciouily pofled, that

each had a ready communication with the other.

The Pruffian monarches affairs wearing fo pro-

niifmg an appearance, he refolved upon an offen-

five war, and to make the untouched country of

Moravia its theatre. To conceal his defign, af-

ter the reduftion of Schweidnitz, he ordered fome

troops to take poll as if he intended to invade

Bohemia ; but all of a fudden, making a rapid

King of inarch, he opened trenches before the city of Ol-
Piuffia lays

i ,
• .- Tv/r

• u i C
/lege to 01- mutz, the barrier or Moravia, on the 27th or

May. The flattering profpect of carrying the war

to the gates of Vienna, was probably Frederic's

main motive in this expedition, which at firft

threw the Auftrian councils into great perplexity.

Marshal Daun was then in Lufatia ; but no

fooner was he apprifed of the King's march to-

wards Moravia, than he immediately marched

through Bohemia to that province, and took the

command of the auny which was to oppofe his'
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Pruflian Majefty. He took pofl: between Gewltz 1758-

and Littau, by which fituation he had at his back e^^J^^

the fruitful country of Bohemia, and could, by

his parties, intercept the Pruflian convoys from

Silefia.

It foon appeared, that his Pruflian Majefliy had

not fufficiently confidered the difficulties attending

this enterprize. Olmutz was a city of fuch ex-

tent, that his troops were not numerous enough

completely to invert it ; fo that Daun was enabled

to fupply it with provifions, and every thing necef-

fary for making a vigorous defence. Never did

Daun fhow himfelf fo compleat a general as upon

this occalion. Perceiving that his Pruflian Maje-

fty had taken a falfe ft:ep, he availed himfelf of it

to the utmoft; ; and took fuch meafures, that his

royal antagonift;, notwithflianding all his endea-

vours and provocations, found it was imprafticable

to force or entice him to a battle. In the mean

time, the befieged plied the Pruflians with incef-

fant fallies, by which they ruined their works, not

to mention their lofs of men.—The Pruflian mo- Difadvan-

narch's fituation was fuch, that by the neighbour- ^a?eo"s po-
' J o fition of the

hood of Daun's army, he found himfelf unable Pru^ian ar-
my.

to employ above 10,000 men upon the ficge, and

they were in a manner themfelves befleged by the

enemy. The country about Olmutz afforded

them no fubfiflience, all having been deflroyed by

the A.uftrians ; and to complete the King's mif-

fortune, the Aufiirian general lay fo near to Sile-

fia, that, by means of intelligence from the coun-

try people, he intercepted almofl: the whole of

his convoys.
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^75^- Daun having received intelligence that a large

J^ and important convoy was to leave Troppau on

the 25th of June, he refolved to ilrike a blow,

•which Ihould prove him to be an enterprifing, as

well as a cautious general. He ordered two de-

tachments from two very different places, Mugliiz

and Prerau, to put themfelves in motion ; and

prefcribed them fuch regulations for their march,

as that they fliould come up at the fame time, fo

as to attack the enemy on both fides. To favour

this manoeuvre, Daun made difpolitions as if he

Daiin in- intended to fight the Prullian army under the King,

importain who had left the command of the fiege to Mar-

fonv^y?
fl^al Keith. This fudden change in Daun's ope-

rations, gave the King fome fufpicion, and he

fent General Ziethen to fupport his convoy. Zie-

then came too late to prevent its being attacked ;

but it had repulfed the Auflrians. The latter,

however, were reinforced by Daun with frelli

troops, who renewed the engagement next day,

defeated Ziethen, feized on the centre of the con-

voy, while the rear precipitately retreated to Trop-

pau, and but few of the van reached the Pruilian

camp.

The lofs of this convoy proved fatal to the

afpiring views of his Pruffian Majefly. July was

now drawing on ; and he had thrown away a

moil precious part of the fummer in unfuccefsful

operations, without having it in his power, fo

judicious were the meafures of his adverfary, to

difplay either courage or generaliliip. The Ruf-

fians had taken the field, and their Coflacks and

Calmucks were, as ufual, making cruel incurfions
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into Silefia, and Berlin itfelf was threatened.— ^75^-

Such was the fituation of the PruiTian monarch,

when he took thei^fccret, but unwilling refolution,

of raifing the fiege of Olmutz. By this time Daun

had made a motion to Pofnitz, which muft have

laid the Pruflians under ftill greater difficulties,

and might have not only raifed the fiege, but

even ruined their army.—Befet with fo many dan-

gers, Frederic, by an uncommon effort of genius,

initead of retiring, refolved to advance into his

enemies dominions ; a refolution equally bold and

wife. Perceiving that Daun, by the change of

his fituation, had left Bohemia uncovered, he or-

dered, on the laft of July, the fiege to be carried

on with more vigour than ever; but on the night

of the fame day, his whole army took the road King of

of Bohemia, gained twenty-four hours march of the ma^rclTes in-

Auitrians, defeated all the parties that attempted
^;a^°^^^"

to oppofe him, fiezed upon a grand magazine at

Leutomiffel, and arrived at Koningfgratz, one of

the moft important polls in Bohemia, with all his

waggons, baggage, artillery, and military flores.

Here he defeated a body of 7000 Auflrians, who
were entrenched before the place, and took imme-

diate poffeffion of it. Every one was aftoniflied that

he took no farther advantage of this important

conqueft, than by laying it, and the neighbouring

country, under contribution. But the rapid pro-

grefs which the Ruffians were making, juflified

his evacuating Bohemia, and marching towards

Silefia^ where he underilood that thofe barbarous

enemies had entered the New Marche of Bran-

denburg, and laid fiege to the important fortrefs
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^75^- of Cuftrln. Count Dohna, though he clofely at-

tuROPE. ^^"^^<i their motions, was by no means in a fitua-

tion to give them battle. His army was by far

too much inferior in number to hazard fuch a ftep,

and, in a matter of fuch importance, the perfonal

attendance of his Pruffian Majefhy was abfolutely

neceifary.

Marshal Daun's reputation, as a general, was

greatly heightened by this lafl meafure. This com-

mander feems to have been exprefsly formed to

penetrate the defigns, thwart the meafures, and

check the daring genius of the Pruffian monarch.

He was compared to the celebrated Roman gene-

ral, Fabius Maximus, whom he greatly refembled

in vigilance, caution, and fagacity. His Pruffian

Majefty's reputation fuffisred no abatement ; for it

muft be acknowledged, that his genius and abilities

were more confpicuous in extricating himfelf from

the greatefl dangers, than in his moft complete

viftories. In the former, the merit was entirely

his own ; in the latter, fortune was entitled to a

fhare in the praife.

Here we fhall leave the Pruffian monarch

advancing with his ufual celerity, to give battle

to the Ruffians, in order to attend the operations

of another great general. Prince Ferdinand.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

Trince Ferdinand pajfes the Rhine—Battle of Cre-

velt—Battle of Sangerjl:aifen—Action at Meer
—Prince Ferdinand repajfcs the Rhine—Allies

defeated at Lanwerenhagen-^'They retire into

ivinter-quarteru

Prince Ferdinand, finding that he could not
^^^^'

prevent the French from paffing the Rhine, pur- EURorE.

fued them acrofs that river, on the ift of June,

and palTed it, in fight of their whole army, at J"""
^^r^

Herven and Rees. Aflonifhed at the boldnefs of fo the
^

this paflage, they retired towards Meurs ; while

it was plain he defigned to pafs the Maefe, and

thereby oblige the Prince de Soubife to abandon

an enterprife he was meditating againfl HeiTe

CalTel. To prevent his executing this fcheme,

the French at laft made a ftand at Crevelt, with

their right towards the village of Vifchelon, and

their left towards Anrath ; Crevelt lying in the

front of their right. In Ihort, their fituation was

flrong, their difpofitions judicious, and it required

great exertion of mihtary genius to attack them

with any appearance of fuccefs. A wood covered

their left wing at Anrath ; and the Prince, after

accurately reconnoitring all their vifible pofhs, and

informing himfelf of the nature of the ground,

judged that an attack on the flank of their right

wing was the moft prafticable. It v/as neceffary *

this attack fliould be favoured by tvi^o others
;

X
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175^- which, though real, were in a great meafure to

r,,T7r7x. be continued or difcontinued according to the fuc-

cefs of the main one, which was to be conduced

by himfelf.

He accordingly advanced, at the head of the

grenadiers, againfl the enemies left wing, which

fuffered feverely from the fuperior fire of the Ha-

noverian artillery : but the French, favoured by

the wood, ftill maintained their polls, which made

it neceifary to dillodge them by a clofer engage-

ment. This was begun by the gallant Heredi-

tary Prince of Brunfwic, at the head of the firft

line of foot, with which he had formed a front

againft the wood, and the fire of the mufketry

here continued incelTantly for two hours and a

half. The Hanoverian infantry at laft penetrated

Battle of into the wood, where they found two ditches

lined with troops, which were fuccelTively forced.

This intrepidity threw the French into a diforder,

which was a prelude to the defeat of that wing
;

but a defeat which in its confequences was no way

corrcfpondent to the courage and conduct of the

conquerors. The French cavalry were not to be

broken bv the utmoft efforts of the Hanoverian

horfe, and, notwithflanding a moft dreadful fire,

maintained themfelves in good order upon the

plain, and covered the remains of their infantry

of the left wing, as they v»'cre driven out of the

wood. The two other attacks went no farther than

cannonading ; but though the enemy fuffered by

it, their right wing and center retired in goo4

order to Nuys.

Creyelt.
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There is great reafon to believe that the lofs ^75^*

on both fides in this aftion was carefully conceal- jurops.

ed. That of the French, in killed, wounded, and

prifoners, was about 7000, according to the befl

accounts ; and the lofb of the Hanoverians ex-

ceeded 3000 : but it is difficult to afcertain the

lofs of an army that is victorious, and keeps the

field of battle. In this engagement fell the Count count de

de Gifors, the only fon of the Duke de Belleifle, ^^^^

a. young nobleman not above 25 years of age, but

fo amiable in his manners, and fo accomplifhed in

his perfon, that in him feeni to have expired the

remains of French urbanity and virtue. Booksj

travelling, converfation, and fludy, had given

him every kind of knowledge, except that of war,

which he refolved to gain by experience j but

he fell at the head of his regiment, in his firfl

effay.

Though the military merit of Prince Ferdi-

nand, and the courage of his troops, were emi-

nently confpicuous in this a£tion, yet fome were

apt to wifh, that they had been employed on an

Occafion, in which fuccefs might have been at-

tended by decifion. The French, notwithftand-

ing their repulfe at Crevelt, drew fuch refources

from their own country, as not only made them

flronger than ever, but enabled them to reinforce

the Prince de Soubife. Prince Ferdinand was

confcious of his inferiority, and fought to avail

himfelf of his victory. He paiTed the Rhine, andj

on the 29th of June, appeared before the impor-

tant city of DulTeldorp, fituatcd on that river, be-

longing to the Eledor Palatine, and the capital of
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175^- the dutchy of Berg. It was garrifoned by 2000

EUROPE. French ; but after a brifk bombardment, it furren-

dered to the Prince on the 7th of July, and the

garrifon was fuffered to depart with the honours

of war. By the taking of Duffeldorp, Prince

- Ferdinand was enabled to fecure his retreat over

the Pthine, which it was too apparent he mufi: foon

be forced to make. After leaving three battalions

of Planoverians to garrifon Dufleldorp, he fpent

feveral days in facing the French army, and

"watching his advantages. But both parties had

their reafons for declining a fecond engagement.

\ Prince Ferdinand flattered himfelf, that the Hef-

fian general, the Prince of Yfenburg, would cut

out work for the Prince de Soubife, till he could

carry the war into the enemies country, by paf-

fmg the Maefe, the effefts of which probably

mufl have been, that the Prince would have fal-

len back upon the main body of the French army,

which was now commanded by the Marflial de

Contades. The hopes of his Serene Highnefs foon

vanifned ; for, on the 23d of July, the Duke de

Sv^Seat- Broglio defeated the HeiTian army of 7000 men
cd by the jjear Sangerfliaufen ; by which the French became
French. ° '

maflers of the Wefer, and of all that part of Weil-

phalia.

The Englifli miniftry were now 'convinced of

the neceffity of fupporting the German war with

troops, as well as money. The King of Pruffia

could fpare none of his forces to Prince Ferdi-

nand ; none could be expeded from the few

princes of the empire, who had courage to ap-

pear openly for the Proteflant intereft j his Da-
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nlfli Majefty's declared intention was to remain ^75^'

neutral ; Hanover and Heffe could bring no more Euaops

to the field than they had done ; the Dutch had

abfolutely refufed to join us ; and to receive af-

fiftance from the Swifs, or any other pov/er, was

impratticable. All thefe confiderations, joined to

the difpofitions of the public in their favour, en-

couraged the Englifli miniftry to fend about 1 0,000

Britiih troops, under the Duke of Marlborough, Britiih

to Hanover ; and they had landed at Embden, a- to oei-

bout the time the unfortunate battle was fought
'"^"^*

at Sangerfliaufen. It muft be obferved, that the

new eftablifliment of a militia in England, went on

with fo much fuccefs at this time, that fo confi-

derable an evacuation of regular troops was nei-

ther felt nor dreaded by the public.

Prince Ferdinand was apprehenfive, that the

French, after their late advantage in HeiTe, might

endeavour to intercept the Britifli army. In this

difagreeable fituation, he would gladly have given

them battle ; but they had taken their meafures

fo well, that he could not bring them to an en-

gagement. He would have repafled the Rhine ;

but the roads he had to march through, were al-

mofl impaffable, by the rains that had fallen, and

the overflowings of the rivers : nor, till thefe

were abated, could he pafs the bridge at Rees,

which was covered by Baron Imholf with about

3000 foot, and four fquacjrons of cavalry, in order

to fecure the junftion of the Britiih troops with

thofe of the allies.

MoNs. de Chevert, the moll adive of all the

French officers, had formed a plan, which, if it
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'75^- had fucceeded, mufl have put the allies into th<J

EUROPE, greateft perplexity. His plan was, to diflodge

Imhoff, to burn the bridge at Rees, to make
himfclf mafter of the magazine, and to render the

jundion of the Engliili troops with the Hanove-

rians impra£i;icable. To execute this judicious

fcheme, he had ftrengthened himfelf with draughts

from garrifons, which encreafed his army to about

12,coo men, while that under Imhoff did not ex-

ceed 3000. But while the French general thought

himfelf fecure of his blow, a refolution, not per-

haps wholly uninfluenced by defpair, (for he could

obtain no fuccours from Prince Ferdinand, be-

caufe the fwell of the waters ftill continued)

prompted Imhoif to become the aggreffor. He
then lay near Meer, to the right of the Rhine

;

and, on the 5th of Auguft, his detachment, with
Gen. Imhoff

t;}ieij. bavoncts fixed, attacked all the armv under
defeats the '

. , .

•'

French. Chevcrt, whilc they were in difficult ground,

and in a critical fituation. An attack fo fpirited

and unexpefted, ftruck the French with a panic,

from which all the efforts of the general could not

recover them. Their refiflance did not continue

half an hour ; for they took refuge under the can-

non of Wefel, leaving many dead upon the field,

with a great number of prifoners, and 1 1 pieces

CI cannon, in the hands of the Hanoverians. Af-

ter this vidory, which did Imhoff great honour,

he fecured his magazines at Meer, and after re-

ceiving a few reinforcements, which paffed the

Rhine in boats from Prince Ferdinand's army, he

marched to meet the Britifh troops, whom he

joined without farther trouble.
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Prince Ferdinand was now to repafs the Rhine, ^75^'

which he did under the greateft difficulties ; dif- Eu^^pg,

ficulties in which the gallantry of his officers, and

the fpirit of his troops, were eminently difplayed.

The Hereditary Prince forced a (Irong pod pof-

felTed by the French at Wachtendonck, being the

firfl who plunged into the river to attack it, and

was followed by his grenadiers, who diilodged the

enemy with fixed bayonets. This bold aftion en-

creafed the terror of the French ; and, thou";h the P^nce Fcr.

_

^ <-"
^ dmand re-

bridge at Rees continued flill impaflable, Prince paffcsthe

Ferdinand effedled his paffage, on the 9th of

Auguft, at Griethuyfter, a little below that bridge.

The operations on both fides feemed to lan-

guifti for a confiderable time. Prince Ferdinand

entirely adopted the defenfive plan. The grand

army under M. de Contades found it impoffible

to difturb the admirable difpofition of his army

along the Lippe ; and the Prince of Yfenburg,

with the few forces he had under him, maintain-

ed his pofts upon the Wefer ; fo that the French

had hitherto made little progrefs, either againft

Heffe, or Hanover. Senfible that an attack upon

the main body of the allies would prove a dange-

rous attempt, the French refolved to ftrengthen the

Prince de Soubife's army, fo as to enable him to

diflodge the Prince of Yfenburg from the Wefer,

and to open a paifage into the Landgraviate. Prince

Ferdinand was aware of their intention, and fent

the Prince a detachment under General Obcrg

;

but, after it had joined him, all the force of the

alUes in Heffe did not exceed 1 5,000 men. They

l^'ere attacked, on the 30th of September, at
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175^- Lanwerenhagen, by the Prince de Soubife, at the

tuRopE. l^ead of about 30,000 men ; and were defeated,

and forced to take fhelter in fome ftrong grounds,

covered with woods, in the neighbourhood, with

the lofs of about 1500 men. Prince Ferdinand

flew to their rcHef fo critically, that the Prince

was enabled to join him at Rheda. This, how-

ever, neceifarily uncovered the elefliorate, fo as

to lay it open to the incurfions of the enemy,

whofe light troops penetrated even to the gates of

Hanover.

Nothing further was atchieved by the allies,

during the remaining part of the feafon. The

troops were difpofed in the Landgraviate of HelTe

CalTel, and in the bifhoprics of Munfter, Pader-

born, and Hildefheim. The French eftablifhed

their winter-quarters in Weftphalia, and extend-

ed themfelves along the Rhine, fo as to command

the whole courfe of that river, on both fides.-;—

Upon the whole, the campaign in Weftphalia,

this year, v/as rather bloody, than advantageous

to either party. Both parties had neglected, or

had it not in their power, to improve their vifto-

ries ; and, in reality, reputation was all that ei-

ther fide had loft or won ; and, in that refpesEl,

the advantage lay clearly on the fide of Prince

Ferdinand and his troops.

Tpie Britifli forces had no opportunity of fig-

nalizing themfelves this campaign ; but they dif-

fered greatly by the feverity of the climate and

feafon ; and their commander, the Duke of Marl-

borough, died of a dyfentery at Munfter, univer-

fally lamented. By his death, the command of the

Britifli troops devolved on Lord George Sackville,
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CHAP. XV.

Critical fttuation of his FruJJian Majejiy—Retreats

from Bohemia—Daun's inte)itions frujirated—

•

Battle of Cujinn or Zorndorff-—King of Prti/fa

marches into Saxony—Surprifed at Hohkirchen,

and defeated—Marches into Silefia—Count Daun

lays fiege to Drefden—The fuburbs burnt—King

of PruJ/la raifes the fiege of Neifs and Cofel—
Returns into Saxony—'The Auftrians retire into

Bohemia.

HE affairs of his PrufTian Majefty were never =
in a more critical fituation tlian at prefent. The europe.

Ruffians had now penetrated into the New Marche

of Brandenburg, where they were befieging Cu-

ftrin ; and a few days would have led them to the

defencelefs gates of Berlin. The Swedes had critical fi-

tuation.

gained ground upon the Pruffian generals, Wedel

and Manteufel, in Pomerania ; and the army of

the empire, with a body of Auflrians under Ge-
neral H^addick, were not only poffeffcd of ma^ny

ftrong pofls on the frontiers of Mifnia, but be-

gan to pinch the quarters of Prince Henry of

Pruffia, who lay at Diepoldfvvald with about

20,000 men.—^-Marfhal Daun, negleding all other

objects, was intent upon recovering Saxony from

the Pruffians. Through his natural caution, he

had feveral times altered the plan of his opera-

tions ; fometimes pointing them towards purfuing
_

the King of PrufTia into Silefia, fometimes againft

King of

Pruflia's
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1753- Berlin ; but, at laft, leaving the Generals Harfch

EUROPE, and de Ville on the fouthern frontiers of Silcfia,

to amufe the Pruflians, he began his march, by

Zittau, Goerlitz, and Bautzen, towards Drefden.

By crofTmg at MeifTen, he might have cut off all

communication between Drefden and Leipfic ; and,

by attacking Prince Henry, who was now encamp-

ed at Seidelitz, he might have put him betv/een

two fires, that of his own army, and that of the

army of the empire. But the vigilance of Prince

Henry, who fecured a Communication with his

brother, and took care to keep Drefden at his

back, fruftrated, for that time, all the fchemes

pf that cautious general.

In the mean time, his Prufiian Maieftv, not-

withftanding all the interruption given him by the

Auftrians, marched by Wifoca, Pclitz, and Land-

fhut ; and, on the 20th of Augufc, he reached
Arrivesat franckfort on the Oder. Here he joined the
Franckiort •>

on the troops uYidtY Couut Dohua. The Ruffians had,
Oder. ^

.

'

ever fmce the 15th, been throwing bombs and

red-hot balls into Cuftrin ; by v/liicli the place

was fet on fire, and the inhabitants reduced to

the mod deplorable ftate that imagination can

form ; and, to complete their misfortune, their

principal magazine had blown up.

Frederic haftened to avenge himfelf on

thofe deftroyers of his dominions. On the 23d,

he pafled the Oder, with his whole army, about

10 miles to the north coafl: of Cuflrin. The Ruf-

fians, on his approach, marched from before

Cuftrin, and took poll between the villages of

Zwickau and Zorndorff.——The King had now to
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tope with an enemy, with whom he had never ^75^*

been perfonally engaged before. The greateft europu.

generals have their faihngs ; and that of his Pruf-

fian Majefty, is perhaps a too great difregard for

his enemies. He confidered the Ruffians as bar-

barians, without reflefting, that they were bar-

barians who never knew how to yield ; and that

they were commanded by officers of experience,

who knew how to turn that barbarifm, which he

affefted to defpife, into fteady courage, and mi-

litary difcipline, fo as to baffle all the efforts of

more aftive valour.

His Pruffian Majefty at firft attempted to put Battle of

in pradice one of thofe military motions in which
^"^^""•

he had been often fuccefsful, by turning the left

flank of the enemy, and attacking them in the

rear. The Ruffians, forefeeing his defign, had

thrown themfelves into a kind of hollow fquare,

which prefented him every way with a front for-

tified by artillery, and chevaux de frize. It was

therefore neceffary for the King to attack them

with his artillery. The cannonading began at

nine in the morning, by a moft dreadful difcharge

of great and fmall artillery, in which the Pruffians

were greatly fuperior ; and which did amazing

execution upon the Ruffians, who ftood as if they

had been invulnerable, and fupplied every va-

cuity in their ranks, with unparallelled readinefs

and alacrity. This behaviour was new to the

Pruffians, who, feeing their enemy in a manner

court death, made a paufe ; which the firft line

of the Ruffians, having exhaufted their ftiot, im-

proved into a panic, by breaking in upon them

Y 2
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^75^- with their fwords and bayonets, and which forced

euro7e. ^^^ hitherto impenetrable body of the PrufTian in-

fantry to recoil. This change in the fortune of

the day, efFe£ted by their broken and defeated

battalions, was fo unexpefted by the Ruilian ge-

nerals, that they made no difpofitions for fupport-

ing their infantry with their cavalry. Had this

been done, this day had probably been the laft of

the Pruffian greatnefs.

Frederic, whofe prefence of mind never fail-

ed him, was not fo negligent. He inftantly

brought the whole of his cavalry under General

Seidelitz to the center, and they made head a-

gainfl the fatigued Mufcovites, while the Pruffian

infantry, recovering from their diforder, and (lung

with what had happened under the eye of their

Battle of fovereiojn, formed behind them, and made fo
Cumin. o ' ^

dreadful a charge upon the unfupported Ruffian

battalions, that they recovered the field. When
the Ruffians are beat, they never fly ; but they

grow flupid, unlefs they are under the command
of generals in whom they have a great confidence.

At prefent, they were under no command ; and,

unable to advance farther, they remained where

they were, plundering their own baggage, and

drinking brandy, wherever they could find it. To
encreafe their confufion, the wind blew the duft

- and fmoke directly in their faces, while their

cool enemies, by their King's direftions, improved

every advantage. It was now no longer a battle,

but a horrid and undiftinguifhing carnage. Still

the Ruffians, amidd this inconceivable flaughter,

kept their ground. At laft, their cavalry, as yet



OV GREAT BRITAIN. tyg

Unbroken, fell upon the left wing of the Pruflians, ^75^-

now fatigued with conquefl: and carnage, and
gyj^ops.

favoured the broken infantry fo far, as to give

them an opportunity of forming anew, and march-

ing to an advantageous ground.—The lofs of the Lofs oa

Ruffians in this battle, amounted to above 2
1
,000

men, in killed, wounded, and prifoners ; amongft

whom were 939 officers. Ten thoufand were kill-

ed upon the fpot, and the wounds of above 6000

more proved mortal. The Pruffians did not lofe

above 2000 men in the whole ; and the Ruffian

mihtary cheft, and a noble train of artillery, fell

into their hands.

The Ruffian generals having collefted the

broken remains of their army, gave orders for

a retreat, and they marched to Landfperg on the

frontiers of Poland ; while their general in chief,

Fermor, requefted the King of Pruffia for leave

to bury the dead.

This victory, glorious and complete as it was,

gave no relief to his Pruffian Majefty. Laurels

and thorns grew on every fide of him. He made

difpofitions for improving his victory ; but danger

called him towards Saxony, where Marffial Daun,

whom nature did not feem to fit for offisnfive

meafures in the field, unlefs he was either com-

. pelled to them by neceffity, or invited by a cer-

tainty of fuccefs, was encamped at Stolpen, to

the eadward of the Elbe. This fituation, in which

there was more fafety than glory, ferved, how-
ever, to cover the operations of the Auflrian

arms, under the Generals Harfch, de Ville, and

Laudohn.
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175S. The refolutions of the Imperial court, in all

matters of war, are taken with the utmoft fecrecy 1
"UROPE

and every minifter and Aulic counfellor there, is

either a general, or a judge of generals. It was

therefore difficult to pronounce, whether Daun's

not proceeding to oifenfive operations, in the ab-

fence of his Prufiian Majefty, againfl Prince Henry

in Saxony, over whom he had fo great a fuperio-

rity, did not proceed from the felfiflinefs of the

court of Vienna. They had promifed the King of

Poland, and all their allies, that the recovery of

Saxony fliould be the chief, if not the only objedt

of the campaign ; but it is prefumed, that they

would have been much better pleafed to have re-

covered Silefia.

While Daun overawed Prince Henry, and his

Pruffian Majefty was employing his army againft

the Ruffians, Laudohn lay upon the borders of

Brandenburg, with the apparent intention of draw^

ing the Pruffian troops to the northern, while

Harfch and de Ville afted in the fouthern parts of

that province. The ftrong fortrefs of Sonneftein)

in the neighbourhood of Drefden, which had long

overawed Daun, furrendered, in a very unac-

countable manner, to the Auftrian general, Mac-

quire, on the 5th of September. Upon this,

Daun propofed to execute the plan he had form-

ed in the beginning of the campaign ; that of

paffing the Elbe, and putting Prince Henry be-

tween his fire and that of the army of the empire,

and thereby cutting off the communication be^^

tween the Prince and Drefden. But his Pruffian

Majefty was by this time on the borders of Saxony.
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The terror of his approach obliged Laudohn to ^75^'

forego his advantages in the Lower Lufatia, and europe.

to fall back upon Daun, who was fo far from

executing his grand plan, that he retired to Zit-

tau, fo as to have Bohemia at his back ; while

the army of the empire remained inaftive in the

flrong poft at Pirna, which they had feized.

Those glorious fuccefles of the Pruffian mo-
narch, who in the fpace of fifteen days had defeated

a fuperior body of his enemies in one extremity

of his dominions, and baffled, without fighting,

another fuperior body in another extremity, gave

him refpite rather than fecurity. The Swedes, on

hearing of his victory at Zorndorff, had retired in

diforder ; but they flill kept their arms in their

hands, without evacuating his dominions. The
Ruffians had ftill a ftrong footing in the mofl po-

pulous parts of his territories ; and he had no

fuperiority in Saxony, but that of generalfhip

and reputation. In fhort, his affairs were flill in

the mofl critical fituation ; and the leaft error, or

negleft, threatened ftill to plunge him into an a-

byfs of calamity and misfortune.

Daun ftill kept polTefTion of his almoft impree- situation of

r^ 1 1 1 1 -n rr botharmies.

nable camp at Stolphen ; and the Prufiian mo-
narch had taken poft at Bautzen ; a fituation, by
which he was enabled to aft as he pleafed on the

fide either of Mifnia or Lufatia, his right wing

extending to Hohkirchen. By this pofition of the

two armies, it appeared, that the Marfhal intend-

ed to cut off the Klnof's communication with Si-o
lefia, and the King to cut off that of the Mar-
llial with Bohemia. The fituation of his Maje-
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i7£^- fty, however, was, upon the whole, the mofl: ad-

EUROPE. vantageous of the two. A battle feemed inevit-

able ; and It was evident, from the fituation of

both armies, that the aggrefibr would have the

difadvantage. It will, perhaps, be ever a fecret,

by what means Daun came to have intelligence

that the Pruffians were more carelefsly encamped,

and more remifs in their quarters, than ufual.

He had before concerted meafures with the Prince

of Deux-Ponts, who commanded the army of the

empire, for a general battle ; and, in the dead

of the night, on the 14th of Odlober, he order-

ed his army to decamp in three columns, and to

march, by different ways, v/ith the utmofi filcTice,

fo as all the three divifions fhould meet together

near the Pruffian camp, at five in the morning.

Daun's orders were obeyed with aflonifliing

fecrecy and precifion. The divifions, in falling

in with one another, formed a regular line of

Kins of battle, and almofl inftantaneoufly attacked the

pHied in his Pruffian camp towards Hohkirchen, where it was

B^ikir- weakeft. Confidering the bravery and difcipline

Chen. Qf Daun's army, and the advantages under which

this attack was made, it is aflonifhing: that a finc^le

battalion of the PrufHans fhould efcape. Not a

ihot was fired by any of the Pruffian out-guards

;

and their enemies were in the midfl of their en-

campment, while they imagined them to be lying

at Stolpen.

Field-Marshal Keith had,, the day before,

pointed out fome weaknelfes in the Pruffiian en-

cam.pment, and had even remonftrated to his- Ma-

jefty on that occafion. He was the firfl general
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officer who got upon horfeback, and gave tlie a- ^75^''

lann to his quarter : and to his vigilance and ac- EUK.orfi.^

tivity was it owing, that the whole army was not

cut ou ; for the fmall party under him, gained

time for their fellow-foldiers to put themfclves

under arms. The Marlhal, however, was killed

on the fpot, by two mufket-balls ; and the head

of Prince Francis of Brunfwic was carried off by

a cannon-ball, as he was mounting his horfe. The

death of thofe two great officers, the next in com-

mand as in merit to the King himfelf, feemed to

portend the entire lofs of the army ; but his .

Majefty had by this time affembled fome troops,

and in perfon gave play to the Auilrians, till others And de-

were formed. Frederic perhaps never had fo dif-

ficult a part to aft. The conteft was not now for

victory, far lefs for glory, but for fafety. He
flew from pod to poft^ with that inconceivable

rapidity, and prefence of mind, which fo ftrongly

mark his charaftcr. As his right wing was in

the greatell danger, he reinforced it with fome

battalions from the left ; and endeavoured to re-

cover the important poft of Hohkirchen, from

which his troops had been driven in the begin-

ning of the attack.

This reinforcement enabled him, after four

bloody charges, to retake that poll ; but the

Auftrians, who well knev/ its importance, re-

covered it with an amazingf flaughter. General

Retzow, who commanded the left wing of the

Pruffians, with great difficulty repulfed the enemy

from that quarter. At laft his Majeftv, after

maintaining the fight for five hours, and lofing,

z
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175^' in killed, wounded, and prifoners, about 7000 of

EUROPE, bis beft men, ordered a retreat behind his artil-

lery, which was placed in the middle of his camp,

and which, with the help of his cavalry, put a

flop to all purfuit from the Auftrians, whofe lofs

in killed and wounded amounted to above 5000.

All the further coniequences of this bloody aftion,

were, that his Pruffian Majelty dill kept pofleflion

of B.iutzen, but extended his right wing towards

Weiflenburg.—The occafion of this unfortunate

difafter, cannot, to this day, be accounted for.

Certain it is, that his Pruffian Maj-efly's extricating

himfrlf from fo dreadful a dilemma, conveys a

more exalted idea of his military talents, than the

mod fplendid of his victories.

The Ruffians had been fo fevercly handled at

Zorndorff, that they remained in their camp near

I.andf[-)erg, 'without making any motion, till the

d 1 fl of September ; when they began their march

The Ruf- towards Pomerania, and there laid fiege to the

firetoCoi-
town of Colberg. This place, though inconfi-

I'f's- derable in itfelf, v/as of infinite importance to the

Ruffians, by its being a fea-port ; from whence

they might receive provihons and reinforcements^

without being expofed to the danger of ftarving

Brandenburg, or to marches infupportably long

and laborious.—Hitherto his Britannic Majefty

liad ordered his miniPcer at the court of Peters-

burg]:, to omit nothiup- that the Czarina could

reafonably expedit or defire, to buy off her inve-

terate enmity towards Pruffia ; and he was not

without hopes of fuccefs. But the fiege of Col-

^" .berg proved, to all Europe, not only that fhe was
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immoveable in her purpofe, but that the Emprefs- '75^-

Queen was determined to facrifice the fafcty of europe.

Germany, and even of her own dominions, to

her refentment ; fmce nothing had, at all times,

been deemed more impolitic in the Germanic fy-

ftem, than to fuffer the Ruffians to get footing

by fca in the empire. It was now more than

fufpefted, that her Ruffian Majefty had far great-

er views than that of affilling her fifter emprefs
;

and that fhe intended to take, and to hold. Col-

berg, though poorly garrifoned, and ftili more

weakly fortified, heid out, under Major Heydon,

its governor, for twenty-fix days, againfl an ar- obliged t»

my of 15,000 befiegers, who were at lafl flianie- riege.

fully obliged to quit their enterpiife : but they

revenged their difgrace, by perpetrating, where-

ever tliey went, the moil unheard-of inhumanities

upon the defencelefs inhabitants ; for the feveral

ftages of their marches were marked by fire

and defolation.

The infincerity of the court of Vienna appear-

ed now more glaring than ever. Daun, inffead

of puffiing the advantage he had obtained at Hoh-
kirchen, by attempting the rehef of Saxony,

through his inaclivity, and the few motions he

made, plainly evinced, that all he intended was to

cover the operations of the Auftrian generals in

Silefia, where they had already befieged Neifs, a

city twenty miles fouth-wefl of Brellau, and ly-

ing near the confines of the Auflrian Silefia. The
point was embarrailing to his Pruffian Majefly,

whether he fhould hazard a battle, Tcave Saxony

cxpofed, or march to Silefia. He was not long

z 2
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"^75^- in determining. Having received large reinforcc-

EUROPE. ments from his brother's army, he left his camp

at Dobrefchutz, the night of the 24th of Odober,

and, without oppofition from the enemy, reached

the plain of Goerlitz ; where he defeated a par-

ty of Auftrians, who wanted to fortify themfelves

K.ofPriiffia there. This march eafed him of all apprehen-
marehes to- - -rxj i-rrLini
wards siie- fions from Daun s army ; and, m tact, blalred

all the laurels which the latter had acquired at

Hohkirchen.

Daun, afliamed to be thus outwitted, fent

Laudohn, to harrafs his Prullian Majeily, with

a 4,000 men ; and flrong reinforcements to the

Generals Harfch and de Ville, who had not only

befieged Neifs, but blockaded Cofel. Frederic,

notwithftanding all thefe impediments, continued

his march ; and Daun, feeing that he could not

prevent the relief of Silefia, on the 6th of No-

vember, pafTed the Elbe at Pirna, and advanced

towards Drefden, from wdiich the Pruffian army,

weakened by the detachments the King had drawn

from it, had been obliged to retire to the weft-

v/ard. Before Daun, however, could cut off their

communication with that city, as the army of the

empire had cut it off from Leipfic, they threv/

themfelves into Drefden all at once. Thus, not-

withftanding the advanced feafon, three great fieges

were undertaken in Saxony ; that of Drefden by

Daun, that of Leipfic by the Imperial army, and

that of Torgau by detachments from both.

Frederic was now approaching towards Neifs,

the garrifon of which had defended themfelves,

v.'ith incomparable bravery, ever hnce the 4th of
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Auguft. On the ift of November, he obliged ^75^-

the Auftrians to raife that fiege, and the blockade euroi'£,

of Cofel, and to fall back upon Bohemia, and the

Auftrian Silefia. He now haftened to the relief

of Saxony, where Daun had befisged Drefden

with 6c,000 men. Count Dohna and General

Wedel, who had rid themfelves of the Swedes in

Pomerania, defended Torgau, and had driven the

Auftrians from it as far as Eulenburg.

Count Schmettau commanded in Drefden,

•with an army of 12,000 men. The Eleftors of P/ofperity
J ^

_
of the citjr

Saxony had long been the patrons of ingenious of Drefden,

arts and manufactures. Their fubjefts had rival-

ed the ancients, in many curious works of the

chifel, the furnace, the laboratory, the needle,

the loom, and the pencil ; and they had greatly

exceeded the Eafterns, even the Chinefe them-

felves, in their boafted productions of porcelain.

The foil of the country, and the genius of the

inhabitants, were wonderfully well adapted to the

improvement of every manual art ; and a long

feries of internal tranquillity, while the flames of

war raged around, had rendered Saxony the pa-

radife of Germany. Even the expences of its

court, the moft luxurious of any in Europe, had

contributed to enrich the inhabitants, who gave

fpecimens ot their wealth in the magnificence of

their buildings. The fuburbs of Drefden, where

the principal nobility, merchants, and manufac-

turers refide, formed of themfelves a moft fuperb

city, and are greatly fuperior to that which lies

within the walls. Unfortunately the builders oF

the houfes had not reflei?:cd, that it was poffible.
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^75^' fome time or other, that Drefden might be be-

euro7e ^^^g^*^ 5
fo^ ^''^^ platforms of the fuburbs looked

down on the battlements of the city.

ScHMETTAU was fenfible of the advantage this

circumftance prefented to Daun, and that the

fuburbs were untenible. He therefore gave Daun
his option, either to fee them in flames, or to

defift from his operations. The Auftrian general

threatened him with the confequences of fo bar-

barous a proceeding, and fo contrary to the rules

of war. Schmettau juftified himfelf by neceffity,

which fuperfedes all other confiderations ; and by

the duty he owed to his mafter, to whom ?Jone

Daunthrea- he was accountablc. Daun threatened to make

Pniffian go- him pcrfoually anfwcrable to himfelf. Upon which
vernor. Schmettau replied, that he would not only burn

the fuburbs, but, if the city was attacked, he

His fpirited would defend it ftreet by flreet, and at lafl take
aniwer.

refuge in the caftle, where the royal family re-

fided, and defend that likewife. This anfwer,

being made public, brought the magiifrates and

the chief inhabitants on their knees before the

Prufiian governor ; and the royal family implored

him, with all the moving eloquence of diftrefs, to

change his refolution, which, if executed, would

leave them deftitute of a habitation. Schmettau's

anfwer was, that Daun, and not he, could grant

their requeft: ; and inflantly ordered the houfes of

The fuburbs the fuburbs to be filled with combuflible materials,
burned. ... • tvt

and, at three m the mornmg, November lo, they

were fired ; and the houfes in which they had

been depofited, were reduced to aflies.
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Though no arguments can juftify this horrid ^15^'

tranfadion, far lefs reconcile it to the didates of ^,7777,^

common humanity; yet, if we admit the cafuiflical

reafonings of politicians, and allow the neceflity

of war, it muft be acknowledged, that Schmettau

did no more than what he was compelled to.

His conduct likewife admits of many alleviations.

He communicated to the magiftrates and inha-

bitants the time and manner in which he was to

proceed, afTifted them in removing their goods,

confulted with them upon the mod favourable

way of executing his difagreeable orders, which

was done fo gently, that not above 250 houfes

were confumed. All thefe circumftances appeared

afterwards from authentic evidences, judicially

given by the magiftrates of Drefdcn, and the

parties themfelves, who were the chief fuiferers,

and which were publifhed by his Pruflian Majef-

ty's command, to confute the exaggerated repre-

fentations of the court of Vienna, and its allies,

on this occafion.

It was in vain for Daun, while the flames

were thus raging, to renew, as he did, his threats

againft Schmettau. Perhaps they proceeded, not

fo much from c^oncern for the fufferers, as from

his conviftion, that he would now find it extreme-

ly difficult, if not imprafticable, to take the city.

He accordingly, upon the approach of his Pruf- The fieg©

fian Majefty, decamped from before Drefden on
^^'^^^'

the 17th of November; and the King, on the

^oth, after joining his troops under 'Count Dohna
and General Wedel, made a kind of triumphal

entry into that city Thus, by the valour and-
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lyjS- adivity of the Pruffian monarch, his generals^

tURo^E. ^^^^- officers, fix fieges were raifed ahnoft at the

fame time ; namely, thofe of Colberg, Neifs,

Cofel, Torgau, Leipfic, and Drefden.

The Auf!:rians retired to winter-quarters, arid

difpofed their forces fo as to form a chain of an

amazing length, from the frontiers of Moravia^

pafiing through Bohemia, all along the fkirts of

Silefia, and the borders of Saxony ; where they

were joined by the army of the empire, which

continued the chain through Thuringia and Fran-

conia, where it was united to the quarters of the

Prince de Soubife. The King of PruiTia, in

order to break this extenfive chain, fent fome

bodies of his troops into Thuringia, where they

difpoifeifed the army of the empire of feveral of

their ports.

Though the events of this campaign were not

fo fplendid and brilliant as the lafl;
;

yet, on ex-

amination, we fhall find, that the conduct of the

different commanders was more artful and refin-

ed, their movements more judicious, and their

marches were performed with more celerity and

viQ-our. The viciflitudes of fortune which hisO

Prufiian Majefty experienced, are remarkable ; and

the fortitude and fkill with which he flemmed the

torrent of adverlity, and rofe fuperior to his evil

fortune, are altogether without example.-—We
fliould have been happy to have had an opportu-

nity of extolling his moderation, as well as his

courage j but, in this particular, impartiality ob-

liges us to condemn his condu«3:. Exafperated at

the perfecuting fpirit of his enemies, the dangers
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and labours he had undergone, the blood and ^75^'

treafure he had expended, and inceflant bodily

toils he was every day expofed to, but above all

at the exhaufled ftate of his finances, he retaliated

Upon the unfortunate inhabitants of Saxony ; who,

as they were unconcerned in the war, fhould

have been exempted from its horrors. He de-

clared he would no longer confider Saxony as a

depofite, but as a conquered country ; and he in-

Aided fome unbecoming feverities, to oblige the

magiftrates and chief inhabitants to draw upon

their foreign correfpondents, for large fums for

his ufe.—Whether Saxony could be confidered as

a conquered country, or whether, confidering it

as fuch, he would have been juftified in his pro-

ceedings, we fhall not take upon us to difcufs :

but this we will venture to affert, that the pillage-

ing of a whole people, is infinitely more cruel, and

more deferving of punifhment, than the robbing

of an individual ; and that the maflacre of thou-

fandsj however dignified by the name of viftory

and conquefl, is equally criminal with private

murden

EUROPE*

A a CHAR
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CHAP. XVI.

Louisbourg bejteged and taken—Defeat of the Britifh

army at 'Ticonderoga—Frontenac and Fort du

^efne taken—Tranfadions in the Eaji-Indies—

-

Engagements between Focock and d^Ache—Sue-

cefsfid expedition to the coaji of Africa,

== i HE d'lfgrace which had hitherto attended our
AMERICA,

j^^j^g -j^ America, had excited the indignation,

and roufed the fpirit of the people. The intrepid

minifter, who had the direction of the war, con-

curred in cherilhing this fpirit ; and it was re-

folved to change hands, and to employ other com-

manders, both by fea and land, in making a new
attempt upon Louifbourg.

^i?nft^'°" ^^ ^^ '9^^ ^^ February, Admiral Bofcawen
Louifbourg. failed, with a powerful fleet of fliips and tranf-

ports, from England to Halifax ; from which

place he failed, with 157 fhips, great and fmall,

and about 14,000 land troops, under General

Amherft ; and, on the 2d of June, appeared be-

fore Louifbourg. The French had raifed batteries

all along the coaft, where a landing was practi-

cable ; and the furf was fo great, that for fix

days no boat could approach the fhore. Thofe

obftacles appeared fo dreadful to fome of the offi-

cers, that they advifed the admiral to call a coun-

cil of war. Happily for his country, and his

own reputation, he difregarded this advice ; and

determined to avoid having recourfe to that bane
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of all our national enterprizes. He was refolved '75^*

to land the troops at all events. America.

On the 8*h of June, the furf was a little aba-

ted, and difpofitions were made for landing the

troops in three divifions. The left, which was

deftined to the real attack, was commanded by

General Wolfe ; the divifions in the center and

right, were only intended to draw off the enemy's

attention, and to diftraft their defence. The
boats now rowed brifkly towards the ihore, while

the frigates and armed Hoops kept up an incef-

fant fire upon the enemy. The French referved

their fire till the Britifh troops were near the

fhore, and then gave it in full effed, both from

their cannon and mufsetry ; but neither the flaugh-

ter of men, the overfetting and wrecking of boats,

nor the advantageous pofition of the enemy, could

daunt the affailants. The gallant Wolfe was the

foremoft in this hot fervice. He leaped into the

furf, and his example was followed by his whole

divifion. Each encouraged his neighbour. Thofe P^ ^^°°p^
" o landed.

who could not jump, waded afhore ; and at laft

the whole fell upon the enemy, and drove them

from their pofts ; upon which the other two di-

vifions made good their landing, with far lefs lofs

than could have been expected.

The Chevalier Drucour, the governor of Louif-

bourg, having received detachments into the town,

deftroyed his out-pofts, and prepared for a vigo-

rous defence. The furf on the Ihore continu-

ing, rendered it difficult to land the artillery and

the implements necelfary for the fiege ; and the

French had in the harbour of Louilbourg, favs

A a 2
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^ 75^- men of war, who could bring all their artillery to

AMERICA, bear upon the approaches of the Britiih troops.

Thofe difficulties were all furmounted by perfe-

verance, intrepidity, and judgment. Gen. Wolfe,

on the 2 2d of June, took from the enemy, a port:

called the light-houfe battery, by which he was

enabled to ^nnoy the enemy's fhips, and the bat-

teries on the other fide of the harbour. On the

25th, he filenced what was called the ifland bat-

tery, which bore the hardefl upon our forces.

Notwithftanding this, the enemy continued to

make a brave refiftance ; but, on the 21 ft of

July, a fliell from the Britifh batteries fet fire to

one of their fliips, which immediately blew up,

and two other men of war having caught the

flame, were alfo deflroyed. This lofs feemed to

damp the garrifon, and the admiral now thought

it pradicable to deftroy the two remaining fhips.

To effect this, a detachment of about 600 feamen

were fent in boats, under the command of Cap-

tains Laforey and Balfour, who executed their

inftru6i:ions with amazing intrepidity and fuccefs.

They towed one of the fliips out of the harbour,

and burnt the other which ran aground.

Upon the fuccefs of this fpirited enterprife, a

council of war was held within the place, and it

was determined to treat about a capitulation. Dru-
cour, at firft, demanded the terms that were

granted to the garrifon of St. Philip in Minorca
;

but the Britifli admiral and general, in a joint

letter, informed him, that they were about to

enter the harbour, and batter the town, in which

cafe h,e muft fland to all the bloody confequences.
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'if he and his garrifon did not inftantly furrender 1758-

prifoners of war ; which they immediately did. America.

The taking of this important place, reflected GarrifoD

indelible difgrace on the French government.

Drucour, and the troops under his command,

behaved wiih fpirit ; and though they were well

provided with artillery, ftores, and ammunition,

yet the fortifications were fhamefully neglected

;

and the French court had failed in all its promifes

to Drucour, of fending him a force from Canada

fufficient to raife the fiege. The harbour of Louif-

bourg had always been a receptacle for the ene-

my's privateers, who infefted the North American

feas, and the redudion of it gave infinite fatlsfac-

tion to all the Britifh colonies. The ifland of St.

John, and all the French ftations for carrying on

their fifhery, towards Gafpefie and the bay de

Chaleurs, furrendered in confequence of the tak-

ing of Louifbourg.

When the news of this important event arrived

in Britain, it could fcarcely be credited ; fo much
had the public, of late years, been accuftomed to

mifcarriages in America. Indeed, the acquifition

of the place was not of greater fervice than the

fpirit it raifed in the people, who were now con-

vinced, that the high ideas we had entertained of

the French power had been the chief means of

their fuccefs. They had been infulted in their

ov;n country, and deprived of the fcrongeft, as

well as the mod convenient place they held in

Am.erica ; for Louifbourg was the place of ren^

dezvous for all their vefiels employed in the cod^

|iihery, and all the troops they fent to Canada,



196 MILITARY MEMOIRS

^^75^' The views of the Britifh government were not

AMERICA, confined to this objed, however important it

might be. It was judged expedient, if not ne-

ceffary, to drive the French from Ticonderoga,

deemed their mofl impregnable pafs on the conti-

Expedition j^gj^j- ^f America, and Crown Point, which Ticon-
againft Ti-

conderoga. deroga covered. General Abercrombie, who had

fucceeded Lord Loudon as commander in chief

of the Britiili forces in America, undertook this

expedition.

On the 5th of July, he embarked upon Lake

George, with about 16,000 troops, regulars and

provincials, and a numerous well provided artil-

lery ; and, next day, he effected his landing with-

out oppofition, the advanced guard of the French

retiring at his approach. It is impoffible to con-

vey to the reader, without he has been in Ame-
rica, a juft idea of the face of the country, which

lies between the place of landing and Ticonde-

roga. It had, perhaps, never been trode by hu-

man feet, if we except the favage, thinly fcatter-

ed, natives. The Britifli troops had no direction

for their march, but the quarters of the heavens ;

and even thefe were intercepted by the trees of

the woods through which they were obliged to

pals. No wonder, therefore, if both officers and

men, who cannot be fuppofed to have been very

expert aflronomers, loft their way in this more

skirmifh than bewildering march. The French advanced

rneniies^d- guard did the fame, and fell in with our forces.

Yanccd ^ fivirmifli enfued, in which ^00 French were

killed, and 148 taken prifoners. But this ren-

counter, though the Englifli were vidorious, coft
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them dear, for in that day they loft the gallant ^75^-

Lord Howe. Ai^ia
The name of this nobleman obliges us to in-

terrupt our narrative to commemorate his virtues.

He feemed formed, by nature, for all that was a-

miable in fociety, and great in war. While he

iffued the order, he fet the example ; and by his

behaviour to his fuperiors, he taught his inferiors

their duty towards him. To great merit as an

officer, he added great genius as a foldier. From
the moment he landed in America, he refolved to

adapt himfelf to the fervice he was engaged in,

difcouraging and difficult as it was, by retrench-

ing in his own perfon every fuperfluity that he was

entitled to from his rank, either as a nobleman

or an officer, even to the cutting off his hair.

The common foldier faw him fare like himfelf;

nor did he feem to affed the leaft pre-eminence,

but in his forwardnefs to encounter danger, and

endure fatigue. His officers and foldiers chear-

fully obeyed the commander, becaufe they loved

the man ; and indeed he appeared to be rather

imitated, than obeyed, by all under his command.

The Britiih army, which had marched in four

columns, appeared before Ticonderoga, on the

^8th of July. The fort is fituated on an ifthmus

between Lake George, and a gut which commu-
nicates with Lake Champlain. The French had

been apprifed of this expedition, and had omitted

nothing to render the pafs impregnable. It was

acceflable only in front ; where a large morafs

was to be paffed, the vacuities of which were

fupplied by a fortification eight or ten feet high.
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1758- well furnillied with cannon, and lined by about

AMERICA. 5°0° "^£^-

The engineer reconnoitred the ground accord-

ing to General Abercrombie's order, and gave in

his report, that he thought the entrenchments

pradicable by mulketry alone. This fatal report

produced a refolution, not to wait the arrival of

the artillery, which, on account of the badnefs of

the ground, could not be eafily brought up, but

to attack the enemy immediately. This refolu-

tion was confirmed by a rumour, that the French

were about to be joined with 3000 troops, who
were on their march to Ticonderoga.

The attack was made with that vigour and

intrepidity peculiar to Britifh troops ; and they

performed every thing but impoffibiHties. The

pafs was not only fortified, as already defcribed,

but fhut up with vaft trees felled down with their

leaves towards the aflailants, fo as both to conceal

and favour the French. They marched up to

the attack with an undaunted refolution, and fuf-

tained a moft dreadful fire without flinching. The

The Brhiih enemy, fecure in their intrenchments, deliberate-

puife'd with ly direfted their fire, and the carnage of the Bri-
sreatiofs.

j.-||^ troops was horrible. The general, at laftj

convinced that the attempt was imprafticable, or-

dered a retreat, after lofing 2000 men, in killed,

wounded, and taken prifoners, in the aftion,

which lafled about four hours. The troops, on

this unfortunate occafion, behaved vv'ith the great-

eft intrepidity. Lord John Murray's highland regi-

ment (the 42d) fuffered greatly ; above one-half

of the private men, and twenty-five officers, were

either killed on the fpotj or defperately wounded.
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There was plainly a defcd of judgment in ^75^-

this precipitate attack ; but it is not to this day

determined where the blame ought to lie. Ac-

cording to the general's account, he was mifm-

formed by the engineer. But ought he not per-

fonally to have reconnoitred the enemy's works,

and not trufted entirely to the vague reports of

his engineer ?—Would a Wolfe, a Ferdinand, or

a Frederic, afted in that ungeneral-like manner ?—

•

But, be this as it will, the retreat feems to have

been the wifeft, as well as the mofh expeditious

part of this enterprife ; for the Britilh army re-

gained their camp to the fouthward of Lake

George, on the evening after the adion.

To compenfate in fome meafure for this unfor-

tunate affair, Coloriel Bradftreet was fent with

3000 Provincials againft Fort Frontenac, the gar-

rifon of which was underftood to be but weak.

The great difficulty of this expedition, lay in the

length of way which the army had to furmount,

before they could come at their objedt. At laft,

with aflonifhing perfeverance, the Colonel arrived

at Ofwegd, embarked on Lake Ontario, and, on

the 25th of Auguft, came before Fort Frontenac^

which (lands near the communication between

that lake and the river St. Laurence. It could

not be expefted, that a place garrifoned as that

was, only by 1 50 men, could make any conli-

derable refiftance. The colonel, two days after

he came before it, took it, without the lofs of a

man, and deftroyed a large magazine of provi-

fions, that was to have fupplied their fouthern forts.

Nine armed floops were alfo taken and burnt, and

B b
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1758- the fort was deftroyed, becaufe, as matters were

AMERICA, then circumftanced, it would have been facrificing

men to have itit a garrifon within a place at fuch

a diftance from our own eflablifhments.

Expedition The exccution of the expedition intended a-

du Quefne. gainft Fort du Quefne was committed to General

Forbes, an officer of great experience, who had

been tutored in the art of war by General Camp-

bell, who loft his hfe at Fontenoy, and who had

been prefent at moft of the conhderable aftions in

Europe during the preceding war. He had now

a fpacious field to difplay his talents. This en-

terprife had hitherto been fatal to our troops
;

and the failings of his predecefibrs contributed to

render the general more cautious and circumfpeft.

He particularly adverted to thofe deficiencies which

had occafioned the fall of the unfortunate Brad-

dock.—He marched from Philadelphia, with a

confiderable army, through a prodigious track of

country, intricate and unknown, and infefted on

every fide by the enemy's Indians. Major Grant,

with a body of Highlanders and Provincials, as

being moft 'proper for that fervice, had the com-

mand of the advanced guard, which confifted of

about 800 men ; but advancing too near the fort,

probably with an intention of furprifmg it, he

was defeated and taken prifoner by the garrifon.

The fort a- The main body of the army coming up, the gar-
bandoned

j.j|-q^ which did uot cxcecd coo men, after da-
ijy tnc ciJC" J <^ '

"y- maging their works, fell down the Ohio, and

left the general to enter the place. The fort was

repaired, and the name changed, with an obvi-

ous propriety, to that of Pittfburg.—The general
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returned to Philadelphia; but did not long furvive ^75^-

his fuccefs, his conllitution having been exhaufted America.

by the incredible fatigues of the fervice.

Though the fucceifes of the Britifli arms in

America this year were neither Itriking nor fplen-

did, they were folid and advantageous. The fe-

curity of our back fcttlements, which was the

primary object of the war on our part, was eiieft-

ed ; and the enemy, by the lofs of Louifbourg,

which may be termed the American Dunkirk,

was deprived of the fource of all their fupplies ;

and their other fettlements were now open and

expofed to the attacks of the Britilh forces.

The tranfaftions of the war in the Eafl-Indies asia.

were chequered with various fuccefs. The French

had fent a confiderable reinforcement, under the

command of General Lally, an officer of Irifli ex-,

traction, from whofe great experience fanguine

hopes were conceived. Lally, though one of the

braveft foldiers in the French fervice, was the

mod unfit man in the world to be connected with

a trading company. He was proud, fierce, and

precipitate ; and there was a mixture of avarice in

his difpofition, which tempted him to fhare in-

their gain. Bred up to arras from his earliefl

youth, he carried the fpirit of difcipline to a faulty

extreme, even in this country, where the nature

of the fervice required its relaxation.—They had

likewife fitted out a new armament under M,
d'Ache, who commanded their marine.

Admiral Pocock, who had fucceeded Admi-

ral Watfon, was reinforced in the beginning of.

B b 2
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175^' the year with feveral fhips under Commodore

^gj^ Stevens. Upon this jundion, he immediately

failed in queft of the French fleet, whom he dif-

covered, on the 29th of March, in the road of

Fort St. David. It confided of eight ihips of the

line, and a frigate. They immediately flood out

to fea, and formed the line of battle ; and Focock,

whofe fleet confifted only of feven fliips, fol-

lowed their example, and, bearing down upon

Engage- M. d'Aclie, began the engagement. The aftion
ment be- p i •

i ^ r i

tween Po- was lupportcd with great warmth tor two hours,

d'Ache.'^
when the French commodore flieered off". Being

afterwards joined by two more fliips of war, he

again fliowed an inclination to renew the engage-

ment. But this was merely to amufe the Britifli

admiral ; for, in the night, they made no iignal,

nor fhowed any lights, and next morning they

were not to be feen.—Three of Admiral Pocock's

captains mifbehaved in this engagement. They

had acquired immenfe riches, which they were

impatient to enjoy in their country ; and this

impatience might probably relax their attention to

difcipline.

Lally, in the mean time, had landed his

troops at Pondicherry, and laid fiege to Fort St.

Fort St. David, while the fquadron blocked it up by fea.
Dnvid ta- .^ • n- r .

ken. The garrifon, being deftitute of provifions and

fi'efli water, furrendered in twelve days, after

having fufl:ained a fevere bombardment.—i^.dmi-

ral Pocock, having repaired his fliips, went again

in quefl: of the French fquadron, whom he came

up Vv'ith on the 3d of Auguft. They would will-

ingly have avoided coming to an engagement
^
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but finding that impradicable, they maintained a ^75^-

running fight for near an hour, when they crowd- ^^^^

ed all their fail, put before the wind, and cfcapsd

into the road of Pondicherry. The lofs ot the second en-

French, in this action, amounted to 540 in killed
befwTen"*^

and wounded ; and that of the Englilh did not
J.^'^^ie

^°^

exceed 14.6. D'Ache's fquadron was likewife fo

much damaged, that, in the beginning of Sep-

tember, he failed to the ille of Bourbon, in order

to refit ; leaving the command of the Indian feas

to Pocock, whofe fleet, in point of number, men,

and weight of metal, was infinitely inferior to the

French.

Lally was deftitute of provifions, money, and

almofl every thing, excepting men, that could

give fuccefs to his operations. In order to fup-

ply himfelf, he demanded a fum from an Indian

potentate, called the King of Tanjour ; and his

requeft being rejected, he" befieged that prince's

capital ; but was driven from it^ though it was

little better than an open place, through the bra-

very of fome Britifh gunners. He arrived at

Pondicherry about the end of September, where

we Ihall leave him making preparations for the

fiege of Madrafs or Fort George.

We are now to give an account of an expedi- af:iica.

tion to the coafl: of Africa.—Mr, Gumming, a

Quaker, having made a voyage to Portenderrick,

in the charader of a merchant, became perfonally

acquainted with the Moorifli King of Legibelli.

Being an intelligent and fenfible man, he availed

Ifmifeif of this prince's prepoiTellion in favour of
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175^- the Englirn, and his diil'ike of the French, whom
.

~ he wiflied to drive from their fettlements on the
AFRICA.

river Senegal. Mr. Gumming informed himfelf

particularly of the nature, extent, and importance

of the gum trade, and alfo the htuation and

ftrength of the French forts on that coaft; and, on

his return to England, communicated his obferva-

tions and project to the board of trade. The

miniftry approved, and finally adopted his plan.

Expedition —After a confiderable delay, a fmall fquadron

neg'ai. was fitted out, conhfling of three ihips of war, a

Hoop, and three buffes. They had on board

200 marines, a detachment of matrofTes, and ten

pieces of cannon and eight mortars.

This fmiall fquadron, under the aufpices of

friend Gumming, came to an anchor in the mouth

of the river Senegal, on the 24th of April. The

French governor of Fort Louis, after making an

ineffectual attempt to difpute the paffage of the

bar, furrendered ; and the inhabitants of the town

of Senegal fwore allegiance to his Britannic Ma-
Succeeds. jcfty. This important conquell was atchieved,

agreeable to the religious tenets of the projedor,

without fpilling a fingle drop of human blood.

—

The fleet now proceeded to attack the ifland of

Goree ; but, from the infufFiciency of their force,

the attempt mifcarried.

Our fuccefs on the African coaft was flill in-

complete, while the ifland of Goree remained in

the poifefiion of the French. The Britifli minifler

was fenfible of this, and fent out a fmall fquadron

of four fliips of the line, two frigates, and two

bomb-ketches, under the command of Gommo-
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dore Keppel, with 600 land forces under Colo- ^75^-

nd Worge. On the 28th of December, the ^^^^^
commodore brought his Ihips a-breaft of the

fort of St. Michael, when a terrible cannonading

enfued, in which above 100 of the EngUfli were

killed or wounded. The French garrifon, tho' Goreeta-

.
ken.

they loft not a man, were fo intimidated by the

fire from the fliips, that they furrendered in a

very fhort time. A detachment of marines was

landed, who took poileffion of the ifland, and

hoifted th.- Britiih flag on the caflle of St. Mi-

chael.

Commodore Keppel, having left a fufficient

garrifon in this place, and reinforced that at Sene-

gal, returned to England.—The Litchfield man
of war of 50 guns, a tranfport, and a bomb-

ketch, belonging to this fquadron, were, on their

outward paffage, wrecked on the coaft of Barbary.

One hundred and thirty of the crew were drown-
J

ed. The remaining part reached the inhofpitable

fhore, where they futtered great hardfliips, and

were enilaved by the Emperor of Morocco, at

that time our ally ; nor were they delivered from

their captivity, till ranfomed by the King of Great

Britain.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVII.

Detached naval tranfadions in the year 1758.

"'7^^' X HE mafterly ftrokes of condud, and the in-

trepidity of commanders, are not confined to

powerful fleets, or numerous armies. A greater

degree of fagacity, refolution, and prefence of

mind, is often difplayed in a petty engagement,

than in the mod momentous enterprifes. The
generality of people, indeed, confidcring more

the greatnefs of the event, than the fpirit of the

aftion, are apt to pafs over thofe matters flightly,

which are atchieved by a perfon of little note.

Captivated by " the whiftling of a name," tl^ey

confine military merit to a particular rank ; while

it is often more confpicuous in the heutenant of a

fmail frigate, or the leader of a foraging party,

than in the admiral of a numerous fleet, or a ge-

neraliliimo.

Though the particular exploits of feparate

commanders at fea are properly unconnected with

the plan of general hillory
;

yet, in relating the

events of this period, it would be ungenerous no't

to do juilice to the aftions of thofe gallant men
who have dcfervcd fo well of their country.-

—

To enter into a particular and chronological feries

of naval events, would far exceed the limits of our

undertaking ; and there is a famenefs in mod fea

engagements, which would render fuch a detail

tedious and difagreeable. We have endeavoured
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to fele6t the tranfaftions of greatefl; celebrity, and ^75^-

to narrate them nearly in the order in which they j^^ypE.

happened.

The war was pretty far advanced before our

naval commanders began to diftinguiih them-

felves ; and Hawke and Bofcawen were the firit

who wiped off the difgrace which the mifbeha-

viour of Byng had thrown upon the Britifli flag.

——We have already related the fuccefsful opera-

tions of the latter againft Louilbourg, and will

now proceed to give an account of ^ tranfaction",

which was in fome degree connected with them.

The French fleet, which had protected Louif-

bourg the preceding year, had returned to France

in a fhattered condition. To prevent their get-

ting back to that important ftation, two fleets

were difpatched, to block up the French harbours

'in the bay of Bifcay, and in the Mediterranean.

The firft; was commanded by Sir Edward Hawke,

the latter by Admiral Ofborne.

On the 28th of February, Admiral Ofborne, Succcfs o?

. T T- 1
ofborne 5

who had been for fome time watching the French fleet.

fleet in Toulon harbour, fell in with Monf. du

(^efne in the Foudroyant of 80 guns, attended

by the Orphee of 64, the Oriflamme of 50, and

Pleiade of 24, as they were failing from that port,

in order to reinforce the fquadron under M. de

la Clue, at Carthagena. On finding themfelves in

the midfl of Ofborne's fleet, the French fquadron

immediately difperfed, and took different courfes,

and were as immediately purfued by detachments

from the Britilh fleet. The Pleiade, being an

excellent failer, efcaped. The Oriflamme was run

c c
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^75^' afliore, by the Monarch and Montague, under

auRopB. ^^^ caftle of Aiglos, and faved only by the refpecl

which the Enghfh had for the neutrality of the

Spaniards. The Orphee was purfued by the Re-

venge and Berwick, and taken, by the firft of

thefe fhips, in fight of Carthagena. The Fou-

droyant was chafed by the Monmouth, Swiftfure,

and Hampton-Court. About feven in the morn-

ing, the Monmouth and Foudroyant began to en-

gage, the reft of the fleet not having come up.

There was a very great difproportion between the

two fliips. The Foudroyant had one thoufand

Engage- Hieu on board, and mounted 80 guns, 42 and

tw"n'die ^^ pounders j the Monmouth mounted fixty-four

^dT""*^'^
12 and 24 pounders, and had only 470 men.—

•

droyant. A notiou had long prevailed, that the fuperior

weight of metal which the French fliips carry, ren-

dered them an overmatch for the Britifh, even

for thofe of an equal number of guns. It was

the apprehenfion of this, that had made Admiral

Byng decline fighting GalliflToniere in the Fou-

droyant. Gardiner, who at that time was cap-

tain of the RamiUies, publicly declared, that he

fliould not be afraid to fight the Foudroyant in an

Englifli 70 or 64 gun fhip. On the prefenf oc-

cafion he was as good as his word. He brought

his fliip within piftol-fliot of the enemy, and the

action was fuftained with great fury on both fides,

About nine o'clock, the gallant Gardiner loft his

life : but the fight was ftill continued, with un-

abating vigour, by his firft heutenant Carket ; and

the Foudroyant, after having loft two of her mafts,

find about 200 of her men killed, was qbiiged to
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ftrike. Juil before the Foudroyant ftruck, the ^758-

Swiftfure came up ; but though a fuperior Ihip to europe*

the Monmouth, Monf. du Quefne would acknow-

ledge no other conqueror but Carket, to whom
he pohtely delivered his fword.—It appeared, up-

on an admeafurement, that the Foudroyant, ex-

clufive of her vaft fuperiority in weight of metal

and number of guns, was as broad as an EngUfh

firft-rate, and 12 feet longer.—-This action filen-

ced the ridiculous boafts of the French, and put

a flop to the cuftom which fome of our cautious

commanders had adopted, of calculating their

comparative weight of metal before they ventured

to engage.

The fame fuperiority, m point bf fkill and re-

folution, attended the Britiih mariners in other

parts of the globe. * Several gallant actions,

* The following inftance of defperate courage is too remarkable to EnTai^einent

be pafled over.—The Terrible privateer, of 26 guns, and zoo men, com- hetiveen the

manded by Captain Death, attacked a large French fhip from St. Do- Terrible and

mingo, and took her, after an obftinate engagement, in which his own ^'^

brother and 1 6 men were killed. Having fecured this valuable prize

with 40 of his men, he directed his courfe to England. On the fourth

day, he fell in with the Vengeance privateer, of 36 guns, and 360 men,

belonging to St. Malo. The prize was foon retaken, and both Ihips

bore down upon the Terrible, whofe rnain-mafl: was (hot away by the

firfl broadfide. The engagement was 'iliort, but perhaps the mod: deC-

perate and furious that ever happened. The French captain and his

fecond, with 150 of his men, were killed ; and the brave Captain

Death, all his officers except one, and almoft the whole of his crew,

ftiared the fame fate. When the Terrible was boarded by the enemy,

» they found only twenty-fix perfons alive, all of whom were defpe-

rately wounded ; and the (hip itfelf was fo (battered, that (he was with

difficulty kept above water. The Vengeance was nearly in the fame

condition ; and both fhips made fnift to reach St. Malo, where they

prefented a fcene of blood and defolation, which could not fail of ex-

citing terror and aftonifhment — 'it may perhaps appear trifling to take

notice of the fingular combinati on of names belonging to the Englifb

C C 2
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^75^' worthy of being recorded, were performed in the

AMERICA. Weft-Indies. Captain Forreft in the Augufta,

attended by the Dreadnought, Captain Sucklings

and the Edinburgh, Captain Langdon, had for

fome weeks blocked up a numerous fleet of French

fliips who lay at Cape Francois. The French

commander, pi(^ued at being thus infulted by fo

fmall a fquadron, refolved to give them battle,

and ufed every precaution to render the deftruc-

tion of fo puny a foe inevitable. His fquadron

confifted of four fliips of the hne and three fri-

gates, well manned, with foldiers on board, and

their full compliment of guns. Forreft, perceiv-

Engage- [t^ct the French fleet advance, held a fliort fpirited
ment be-

r ^ • • i i
• •

i r ^ r
tween Cap- confultatiou With his two captams ; the remit or

reft and the which was, immediately to attack the enemy*

^^"^ape^^^^ Accordingly, he bore down on them, and came
Francois, ^q aftion about four in the afternoon. The en-

gagement was very hot for two hours and a half,

and the French having loft 300 men, and as ma-

ny wounded, were beat back to their harbour.

They had, however, according to their ufual cu-

itom, difabled the Englifli fliips fo much in their

rigging, that they were rendered incapable of pur-

fuing them.

Captain Forreft had another opportunity of dlf-

playing his courage and fagacity. Receiving in-

telligence that a numerous fleet of French fliips

were ready to fail for Europe, he went in purfuit

of them } and, in order to avoid difcovery, dif-

piivateer, the Terrible, equipped at Execution-dock, commanded by-

Captain Death, whofe lieutenant was called Devil, and who had one

Ghofl for his furgeon.
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guiied his fhip, and holfted Dutch colours. When '75^-

he came up with them, he kept aloof, and avoid- America.

ed the appearance of giving chace ; but, on the

approach of night, purfued them with all the fail

he could crowd. About ten o'clock, he overtook Captain
Forrcli

the fternmoft veffel, which immediately fubmitted ; takes a

and having manned this velfel with thirty-five o^'^^^^^^J^

his own crew, he ordered her to ftand for the "merchant-
'

_
men.

harbour of Petite Goave, and to intercept any

velfels that might attempt to reach it. He then

made fail after the French fleet, and, coming up

with them by day-break, he fired at them all, as

he could bring his guns to bear. They made a

Ihew of refiftance ; but three of them being fe-

cured, they were employed in taking the other

five velfels, not one of which efcaped. They

were carried in to Jamaica, where the conduct

and courage of the captors were rewarded by the

fale of their rich cargoes.

On the 29th of May, Captain Dennis, of the Euaopr.

Dorfet of 64 guns, and 520 men, engaged the

Raifonable, a French 64 gun fhip, with 630 men

on board, commanded by the Prince de Mom-
bazon, who, after having 61 men killed, and

100 wounded, ftruck to Captain Dennis, whofc

lofs was only 15 men killed, and 21 wounded.

Many more gallant adtions were atchieved in

the courfe of this year, by our naval commanders.

The names of Lockhart, Tyrrel, &c. were emi-

nently diftinguifhed. The Britifli flag was reftor-

ed to its ancient dignity ; and our fleets, no longer

confined in our ports to wait the delufive mo-

tions of French armaments, and French prepara-
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'75^- tions, were permitted to carry their power into tht

i^E. ocean. *

* The following is
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CHAP. XVIIL

Situation and refources of the contending powers—^

Prince Ferdinand defeated at Bergon—Siiccefsful

operations of the French army—Battle of Minden

—-Gallant exploits of the Hereditary Prince of

Brunfivick—Munjierfurrenders to the allies,TI7C?LHE affairs of Germany ftill carried the fame

uncertain and undecifive appearance. The vie- Europe,

tories and defeats, which both parties had reci-

procally gained and fuffered, were produdive of

no confequences. The deftrudion and plunder-

ing of numberlefs towns, the fpilling of a prodi-

gious quantity of blood, and the vaft expences

which fell upon all, far from exciting a defire of

accommodation, ferved only to confirm the ani-

mofity of the belligerent powers. Both parties The pro.

feemed intent on revenge, and the profpect of
Jp^^^^"^

peace was farther removed than ever. The neu- removed.

tral powers with-held their mediation ; and the

contending ones were aduated by motives of con-

veniency, as well as refentment. The impending

death of the Spanifh monarch would in all pro-

bability involve the fouthern parts of Europe in

the war, and confequently give a new turn to the

face of affairs, in which ail parties expected to

find an advantage. The great exertions made on

both fides, far from exhaufling, feemed fcarcely

to have diminiflied their flrength ; and whatever

difficulties might have occurred in raifmg fupplie^
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^75^' of money and of men, they were apparently fur-

EUROPE. mounted before the opening of the campaign.

situation of The fituation of the Pruffian monarch, not-

Majefty^ withftanding its favourable afped, was in reality

far from being defirable. The whole kingdom

of Pruffia was ftill in the hands of the Ruffians,

and the dutchy of Cleves was held by the French.

The fine armies with which he had performed

fuch wonders, were now no more ; nor was he

longer affifted by the counfels of thofe able ge-

nerals, whom fatigue, difeafes, and the fate of

war, had carried off; and it was but a fmall com-

fort to him, that his enemies were as much dif-

treffed as he was.—Thefe difadvantages, how-

ever, w^ere in fome meafure balanced by the pof-

felFion of Saxony, and the annual fubfidy from

Great Britain ; but though he could raife money,

he could not re-animate men.—The court of

Vienna, though deficient in pecuniary funds, found

refources in the fertility of its provinces, and in

the number and attachment of its fubjecls. No
people in Europe more highly honour, or more

chearfully acquiefce in the difpofitions of their

fovereign, than the Auftrians ; and, v/hen pay

cannot be afforded, they willingly contribute free

quarters for the fubfiflence of the army.^—The
Czarina continued true to her refentments againfl

the Pruffian monarch, and her defire of obtaining

a permanent intercfl in the German empire ; and,

though her fubfidics were ill paid, fne flill per-

iifted in purfuing thofe favourite alms.—Sweden

ftill kept up a fliew of hofcility againfl his Pruf-

fian Majefty; but her efforts were, as before, in^
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tonfiderable and inglorious.—France, though her ^759-

finances were apparently exhaufted, and her com- ^^^q^^.

merce abridged, maintained a refolute counte-

nance. The general bankruptcy which was then

faid to prevail in that kingdom, was found to be

little more than a fidion, invented by the court,

to prevail with its fubjefts to replenifli the royal

coffers.—Holland ftill preferved the fame intereft-

ed and contemptible neutrality. The love of gain

had prompted fome of her fubjeds to carry on

the trade of France in their bottoms, which fub-

jeded them to frequent captures from the Englifli

men of war and privateers. Loud complaints were

made by the Dutch at this outrage, which they

reprefented as a violation of the law of nations.

Little attention was paid to thofe complaints, and

the two nations were inflamed againft each other

with the molt bitter animofity. The difpute, how-

ever, ceafed by the deftruftion of its objeft, the

French trade becoming too inconfiderable to afford

any advantage.

The allied troops under Prince Ferdinand,

ftrengthened by frelh reinforcements from Britain,

and augmented by German recruits, were fup-

plied with every convenience and neceffary which

might enable and encourage them to face their

enemies. They were in a great meafure deprived French lay

of thefe advantages, by the unjuft proceeding of Francfort.

the French, in feizing of Francfort, a neutral city.

By this flep, the French army fecured the courfe

of the Maine and the Rhine, and could, without

difficulty or danger, receive every kind of rein-

forcement and fupply ; and it maintained their

D d
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1759- communication with the chain formed by the

Auftrians, and the army of the empire, from which

they derived a confiderable advantage.

Sensible of their advantageous fituation, the

great objeft of Prince Ferdinand was to drive the

Fiench from Francfort. Accordingly, having af-

fembled all his forces, to the amount of 40,000,

he came in fight of the enemy on the 13th of

April, whom he found ftrongly encamped about

the village of Bergen, between Francfort and

Hanau. They were commanded by the Duke

de Broglio, eileemed one of the beft officers in

France. His fituation was fuch, that he could

only be attacked through the village, his centre

and flanks being perfedly fecure. The attack

Battle of was bcgun about ten in the morning, and was

fuftained with great alacrity for the fpace of two

hours, during which time the allies were three

times repulfed. Finding that little impreffion was

made upon the French polls, and that his own

troops fuffered greatly. Prince Ferdinand's chief

confideration was, how to retreat with honour and

fafety, in the fight of a fuperior enemy. Night

was the only means to cover fuch a retreat, and

the day was not yet above half fpent. In this

embarraffment, his Serene Highnefs made fuch

movements, as indicated a refolution of renewing

the battle with redoubled vigour. By this means,

the French were amufed during the remaining

part of the day ; and night fecured to the allies,

an eafy, fafe, and regular retreat to V/indeken,

with the lofs of five pieces of cannon, and about

2000 men, including the Prince of Yfenbergj,

who fell in the adion.

Bergen.
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The good conduct and military knowledge of '759-

Prince Ferdinand, were eminently difplayed in this Europe.

engagement ; but, though the allies preferved

their reputation, the confequences of this battle

were as ruinous to them, as they were advanta-

geous to the French. The latter ftill kept pof-

feffion of Francfort, and all advantages they

drew from that fituation ; and the former were

reduced to act only on the defenfive, for a long

time after.

The French army, elated by their fuccefs at

Bergen, advanced with great vivacity ; and Prince

Ferdinand, finding himfelf inferior to the united

forces of the enemy, retired as they advanced,

after having left ftrong garrifons in Lipftadt, Ret-

berg, Munfter, and Minden. The progrefs of

the French arms was but little retarded by thefe

obftacles. Retberg was fuiprifed, Lipftadt was;

blockaded, and Minden was taken by ailault. Ge-

neral d'Armentieres befieged and made himfelf

mafler of Wefel, where the garrifon of 4000 men

were made prifoners of war. In fhort, the pro- Rapid ptxi-

grefs of the French was fo rapid, that they look- French ar-

ed upon the conquefl of Hanover as an event not
'"^*

to be doubted of ; and the mod fenfible people

in England were not of a different opinion. The
archives, and mod of the valuable effects of that

eledlorate, were fent to Stade ; and the difpofition

of the , French army near Minden, was fuch as

encouraged them to boaft, and believe, that the

allied army under Prince Ferdinand would lay

down its arms without a flroke. They were theu

D d 2
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1759- encamped in a very advantageous fituation at Pe*

EUROPE, terftiagen, about nine miles from the French,

A battle was the only means to prevent the e«

nemy from taking their Vv^inter-quarters in Hano-

ver ; and to attack them in their then fituation,

was imprafticable. Stratagem vi^as to fupply the

place of (Irength ; and it mull be confeffed, that

the operations of Prince Ferdinand were maflerly.

Cool and dehberate, he perfifted fteadily in his

ovm plan, and was always ready to take any ad-

vantage that might offer.

Manoeuvre On the 28th of July, hc dctached the Heredi-

Ferd'inand. tary Priuce of Brunfwic with 6000 men, to make

a compafs towards the enemy's left flank, and to

cut off their communication with Paderborn. On
the 2,9th, Prince Ferdinand forfook his camp on

the Wefer, and marched to the right ; leaving a

flrong body of troops, under General Wangen-

heim, intrenched on the borders of that river,

and fupported by a confiderable artillery. The

allied army was now divided into three bodies
;

and it was evident, that the defeat of any one of

them muft decide the fate of the other two. The

French generals gave compleatly into the fnare

that was laid for them. Nothing appeared more

eafy, than to defeat the body under Wangenheim,

by which Prince Ferdinand muft be cut off from

;ill communication with the Wefer, and be there-

by compelled to furrender at difcretion. This

was deemed the more pradticable, as Prince Fer-

dinand, with the divifion under his command,

was then fuppofed to be at Hillen, a village at a
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confiderable diltance, by which pofition the French ^759-

were in hopes of cutting off his communication
;^yj^,cA,

with Wangenheim*s corps. Early on the ift of Au-

guft, the French left their advantageous poll near

Minden, and advanced in eight columns to attack

the allied army. The Duke de Broglio was to

lead the attack ; and he marched on, with the ut-

moft affurance of having a cheap conqueft over

the divifion under Wangenheim : but, gaining

fome heights, he was aftonifhed, when, inftead of

a few pods weakly guarded, he beheld the whole

allied army drawn up in excellent order, fo as to

form in fa£t but one body. This was an unex-

pected ftroke : but he had advanced too far to

retreat without fighting ; cind the difpofition of his

army was fuch, as indicated that they did not ex-

peft to fight at all, their center being compofed

of their cavalry.

The Englifh infantry had at once the poft of Battle of

danger and of glory. They were attacked by the Thorn-
''*

French cavalry, which were deemed to be irrefift-
^^"'^°-

able, and were fupported by their infantry on the

flanks ; but nothing could withftand the addrefs,

courage, and intrepidity of the Britifli infantry,

fupported by a few corps of Hanoverians. Their

boafted cavalry gave way before the regiments of

Kingiley and Waldegrave ; and there was fcarce a

mufket in^ the Britifli army, which was not filled

with the blood of their enemies ; fo effeftually did

they ufe their bayonets. As foon as the French

began to fly, the Prince fent orders to Lord

George Sackville, who commanded the cavalry,^

to advance, and compleat the rout. Thefe or-
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^759* ders were but ill obeyed. Whether they were

EUROPE, contradidory, or unintelligible, is yet a point to

be determined. Certain it is, that while the Bri-

tiili p-eneral was coolly waiting for an explanation,

jattie of the critical moment was permitted to pafs away,

and the French made good their retreat to Min-

den, without being fo totally defeated, as they

muft have been, had the Britilh cavalry aded *.—

-

* This is one of tliole difticuli and delicate poiius, on which it is

impoffible to decide, without incurring the imputation of partiality.

The only method to avoid that imputation, is plainly to relate the

fa<ft as lepreiented by the different parties, and to leave the reader to

judge for himfelf.—The advocates of the Britilh general, ftate the

tranfaiflion as follows;

'' There had for fome time fubfifted a coolnefs between the comman-

der in chief and the Britilh general. The penetrating eye, extenfivc

underflanding, and inquifitive fpirit, of the Englilhman, were by no

means agreeable to the German, who was not accuflomed to have his

opinions contraverted, or his plans dil'approved of. He had likewife

exhibited fome inftanccs of a prying difpofition, and was confidered as

a check on the interefted views of the commander in chief. Nothing

therefore was more eagerly defired, than a plaufible pretence of remov-

ing him from the high Ifation he filled. He was kept in the dark, as

much as could be, with regard to the intended operations ; and omit-

ted, as often as pollible, from affilling at the military councils. At
lall an opportunity prei'ented itfelf, for ruining him entirely in the opi-

nion of his Ibvereign and his countrymen. On the famous id day of

Auguft 1759, orders were fent to him, fo contiadidory and unintelli-

giuie, that it was impolTible for him to avoid the fnare. The fcheme

of the political German, was as fuccelsful as he eould have wiihed.

The Englifh nation, who never fcrutinize too deeply into matters of

that nature, regarded the conduft of their general with abhorrence

and deteilation. He demanded a trial, in which, though he clearly

proved that the orders could not poflibly be con^plied with, without an

explanation, he was found guilty of difobedience, and adjudged unfit

to ierve his Majefty in any military capacity whatfoever.—To render

his difgrace more complete, his Majefty ordered his name to be llruck

out of the lili of privy counfellors."

The partifans of the German commander reprefent the affair in the

following manner :

" The Englifh general had for fome time been ambitious of obtaining

iiic iupreme command, which he flaiteied himfelf he might eafily arr
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In the mean time, the detachment under the He- ^759*

reditary Prince of Brunfwic, defeated a large bo- europe.

dy of the French under the Duke de Brifac, and

forced it to take refuge in Minden ; by which the

enemy loft all their advantageous pofts upon the
^^^^j^ ^^

Wefer, and were obliged to refign all the pro-

mifmg glories of the campaign. Their lofs on

this occaiion amounted to about 7000 men, and

that of the allies to about 2000, of whom 1200

were Britifh.

Minden.

rive at, if he could make the German general obnoxious to his countiy-

men, which he endeavoured to do by every artifice he could ufe.

Haughty and imperious in his temper, he could ill brook a fuperior

;

and, when he aflifted in directing the operations of the war, he con-

ftantly contradifted whatever was propofed by the commander, and

, treated all his fchemes with contempt, without ever offering any thing

himfelf in their place. His eloquence and knowledge in the theory

of war, enabled him to perform this with facility, the commander be-

ing a thoughtful referved man, of few words, whofe whole life had

been fpent in a£lion, and who could more eafily have executed than

explained his defigns. Thus countera£ted in all his plans, the German

general immediately wrote to his Britannic Majefly, defiring permiflion,

either to refign his command, or to be relieved from this vexatious

oppofition. The Britilh monarch was no ftranger to the captious dif-

poGtion of his general ; but, as his diflinguifted rank and abilities

rendered him of great importance in England, it was not quite fo pro-

per to remove him entirely from the command. He therefore gave the

German general an unlimited power to carry on the war according to

his own judgment, without confulting or being liable to be oppofed by

any other perfon. Having received this enlargement of his authority,

the German general planned his fchemes, without confulting any per-

fon ; nor were they known till the moment of being put in execution,

when he ifTued his orders with the peremptory precifion of an abfolute

monarch. This was a galling circumflance to the Englifh general

;

whofe high fplrit was hurt, by being obliged to fubmit to a perfon

whom he held in contempt. He obeyed, however, in fullen filcnce,

refolving, the firft opportunity, to defeat his meafures, as he could no

longer difconccrt his councils. The famous battle of Minden offered

him an opportunity to attempt putting his defigns in praflice. The
contradi(ftory orders he received, he imagined would prove a fufficient
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^759- The eclat attending this celebrated vidory, made

jEURorE. an impreffion on the mind of his Britannic Ma-

jefty, which was by no means favourable for the

noble Lord who that day commanded the Britilh

troops. Prince Ferdinand had, in an oblique man-

ner, refleded upon his backwardnefs. Lord George

infifled upon a trial, the event of which was un-

favourable to his Lordfhip : he was declared in-

capable of ferving in any military command for

the future ; with what juftice, let thofe determine

who at this day read it coolly and difpaflionately.

Without derogating from the abilities of

Prince Ferdinand, we may venture to affirm, that

his glorious fuccefs at the battle of Minden, was,

in the main, owing to caufes which he could not

reafonably forefee. Thofe who are converfant iri

hiftory, know what a great fliare fortune has in

the moft decifive military operations, and how apt

mankind are to attribute fortunate events to fagaci-

ous forefight and wife difpofitions. The vidlory at

Minden was one of thofe hafty, but happy, pro-

dudlions of a next to enthufiaflic valour, and

reafon for his not obeying them, and by that means defeat the mca-

fuies of his commander. The extraordinary fuccefs of the day difap-

pointed him ; and the battle, as it had been planned without his advice,

was likewife gained without his affiftance. Difgrace fucceeded difap-

pointmcnt. He refigncd his command, returned to England, and de-

manded a trial, which, though it cleared him from the imputation

of cowardice, which had been radily laid to his charge, was ftill unfa-

vourable to him in every other refpeft."

Both thefe accounts may be exaggerated. We live too near to ar-

vivc at the truth of fa(fts, while the parties are living ; and the refpetl

due to high rank, and diflinguilhed abilities, precludes too hafty or too

rafh a conclufion. So that, after all, this matter ftill remains a point for

pofterity to debate upon.
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Owing to that rapidity of courage peculiar to the ^759'

Britifh, of which foreigners can have no idea, and europe*

which fets at nought all fyftems of war. The

afcribing the viftory to accident, therefore, is no

refleftion on the general : his manoeuvres were

admirable ; but no human forelight could poflibly

have formed any plan for fuch an improbable in-

ftance of bravery, as that which obtained it.

The confequences of the battle of Minden, were Confequen-
^ ces ot the

by no means anfwerable to the amazing valour battle of

and conduct difplayed in it. However fplendid not very

and honourable to the allies, laurels were almoft ^^"^^

""

the only advantage reaped from the field of bat-

tle.—Prince Ferdinand obliged the French to re-

tire towards Caifel ; but it was the nth of Sep-

tember before the inconfiderable caftle of Mar-

bourg furrendered to the allies, after having kept

them at play fo long, that, at the end of the

campaign, the French found themfelves in a con-

dition to begin another. The Hereditary Prince,

ever adive and enterprifing, defeated a body of

the enemy, killing a great number, and taking

400 prifoners.—Munfher, however, flill remained

in their hands ; and the Hanoverian general, Im-

hoiF, was detached by Prince Ferdinand, to befiege

it: but he Vv^as obliged to raife the fiege, by d'Ar-

mentieres.

Considering the defpondency and bad fitua-

tion of the French army, it is aftonifhing that the;

general of the allies did not improve the opportu-

nity, which fortune, and the Britiih valour, had

thrown into his lap. Little advantage was gained

by victory, and few misfortunes were futfered by

E e
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EUROPE.

^759' defeat ; and, indeed, the fuccefles on either fide,

appeared as a compaft, by which both engaged to

lofe much, and gain httle.

The Duke de Broglio, and Contades, recri-

minated on each other. Broglio was acquitted by

the public ; but Contades, who was the favou-

rite of Belleille, under whofe direction he afted,

joft all his reputation. D'Etrees, a general of

greater experience and capacity than both, was

fent to their camp, to prevent an open rupture,

and to reduce the troops, who held their generals

^n the utmoft contempt, to their duty. This of-

fice he executed, at the mortifying expence of

ferving under his giddy-headed inferiors.—The

Duke de Broglio, however, by his influence at

Verfailles, having got the better of his antagonifl,

acquired a marflial's ilafF, and the command of the

army.

Nothing material happened between the two

armies, while they lay encamped in the neighbour-

hood of each other, for a confiderable time.

Munfler, after a long and obflinate defence, fur-

rendered on the 2oth of November.

The Duke of Wirtemburg, having recruited

and augmented his troops, had taken poifefTion of

Fulda. The Hereditary Prince refolved to beat

The He-
reditary-

Prince fur-

priles the

Duke of

Wirtem-
burg. up his quarters and having felefted, a body of

troops for that purpofe, he began his march from

Marbourg, early in the morning, on the 28th of

November. On the 30th, he arrived at Fulda,

where the Duke of Wirtemburg, far from ex-

pelling fuch a vifit, had invited all the fafliionable

people to a fumptuous entertainment. The Prince,
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after reconnoitring the avenues in perfon, took '799-

fuch meafures as totally difconcerted their fchemes, guaops.

both of war and diverfion. A body of the enemy,

who were ported on a plain before Fulda, re-

tired with precipitation, and were driven through

the town. Four battalions were defeated and

taken ; and the Duke himfelf, with the red of

his forces, efcaped with difficulty.

The rigours of the feafon were now too fevere^

ly felt, to permit any vigorous exertions on either

fide. There was no longer a neceffity fof the

allies to keep fo large a body of troops in Wefl-

phalia ; and Prince Ferdinand, adverting to the

diitreifed iituation of the Pruffian monarch, de-

tached 12,000 of his bed men, under the Here-

ditary Prince, to his affiftance. They marched, Hereditary

in the depth of a fevere feafon, the diftance of ,„a^c'hes to

300 miles in fifteen days, w^ithout lofmg a man *'^^
^^^^j:.

by ficknefs or defertion, and joined the Kiner of Pruffian

Pruffia at Frevberg in Saxony.

Broglio, having received intelligence of the

allied army being weakened by this detachment,

determined to avail himfelf of it, and to diftin-

guifh his entrance into command by an aftion of

importance. Accordingly, on the 25th of De-c

cember, he marched to attack the allies ; but

found them fo well prepared to receive him, that

he thought proper to lay afide his defign, and

nothing but a mutual cannonade enfued ; then he

returned to his former quarters.—With this un-

fuccefsful attempt, the operations of the French

army were terminated ; and the fanguine hopes

which France had entertained from this campaign^
^ E e 2
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1 759- were entirely blafted. This difappointment may.

EUROPE ^^ afcribed to three caufes ; their unexpefted and

extraordinary defeat at Minden, the vigilance of

Prince Ferdinand, and the bad condud of their

own commanders.

The events of this campaign are a convincing

proof, that vidories do not decide the fate of

nations. We have feen armies, after complete vic-

tory, obliged to act as if they had been defeated ;

and, after a defeat, taking an offenfive part with

fuccefs, and reaping all the fruits of the vidory.

For inftance, the vidory of Crevelt, could not

enable Prince Ferdinand to defend the Rhine ; the

battle of Bergen, did not give M. Broglio an en-

trance in Hanover ; and the great vidory at Min«

- den, did not drive the French from the MainCo

HAP,
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^- C H A P. XIX.

Prince Henry*s expedition into Bohemia and Fran^

conia—Count Dohna fupcrfcded by Wedel, who is

defeated by the KuJJlam—Battle of Cunnerfdorf——

Prince Henry marches into Saxony^ and defeats

General Vehla—General Finck furrenders to the

Aujlrians—Prujfians defeated at Meijfen—Con-

clufion of the campaign.

HE armies under the dlreftlon of his Pruffian =
Majefty, proceeded in their operations with vigour.

On the 23d of February, his general, Woberfnow,

inarched into Poland with a flrong body of troops,

deftroyed feveral vaft magazines belonging to the

Ruffians, and returned, without any lofs, into Si-

lefia, on the 1 8th of April.

In the mean time. Prince Henry commanded operations

in Saxony; and his army entered Bohemia, in two Henry,

columns, with great fuccefs. General Hulfen,

who commanded one of the columns, defeated a

large body of Auftrians at Palberg, and made a-

bout 2000 prifoners, w^ith the lofs of only 70 men;

while the other column penetrated as far as Lo-

bofchutz and Leimeritz ; and both returned to

Saxony, with hoftages for the contributions they

had exacted. Soon after this, the Prmce entered

Franconia by the way of Hoff, and defeated a

body of Auftrians and Imperialills under General

Macquire. The confequence was, tliat the bi-

iJioprics of Bamberg and Wurtzburg were laid
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'759- under contribution. In taking poffeffion of Bam-

EUROPE. berg, the Pruffians were guilty of foine unjuftifi-

able irregularities, which were produdive of loud

and juft complaints, and, in due time, of a fevere

retaliation. During Prince Henry's abfence in

Franconia, a body of Auflrians had penetrated

into Saxony.

The Ruffians were too formidable to be at-

tacked by Count Dohna, who contented himfelf

with obferving their motions, and harraffing their

march. The King of Pruffia thought this con-

duct too timid and cautious, confidering the e-

mergency of affairs : he therefore gave that gene-

ral leave to retire for the benefit of his health,

and conferred his command upon General Wedel,

with pofitive orders to attack the Ruffians at all

General cveuts. Hc marchcd againft them in two co-

featedby' lumns ; aud, on the 23d of July, attacked them
the Riif- -

^^ ZuUichau, where, after a mod bloody and ob-

ftinate engagement, he was repulfed with great lofs.

General Woberfnow was killed, and General Man-

teuffel wounded ; the Pruffians paiTed the Oder,

without m.oleflation ; and the Ruffians, in a few

days, made themfelves maftcrs of Franckfort.

The King of Pruffia, and Count Daun, had been

for fome time employed in obferving each other's

motions ; but the attention of the former M^as

chiefly directed towards the Ruffians, whofe pro-

grefs was now become very alarming. Receiving

intimation of Wedel's defeat, he marched with

ten thoufand of his befl troops, in order to take

upon him the command of Wedel's army,^ and to

drive this formidable enemy from his dominions.
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The remainder of his forces were ftrongly en- '7^9'

camped under the direction of Prince Henry, who Euaopt.

had joined him previous to this event.

Dalin viras not ignorant of the King's inten-

tions ; and knowing that the Ruffians were very

defeftive in regular and firm cavalry, he detached oaun re-

a body of 12,000 horfe, together with 8000 foot, ru^^^^^j..*^

under the command of General Laudohn, one of '"i'-

the ablcil officers in the Auftrian fervice. Thefe

troops, penetrating in two columns through Sile-

fia and Lufatia, with fome lofs, arrived in the

Ruilian camp at a very critical conjuncture.—By
this time, the King of Pruffia had joined General

Wedel at Muhlrofe, and affumed the command
of the army ; but finding it greatly inferior to

the enemy, he recalled General Finck, whom he

had detached fome time before with a body of

9000 men, to oppofe the progrefs of the Imperi-

alifts in Saxony. Thus reinforced, his army a-

mounted to near 50,000 : that of the Ruffians ex-

ceeded 90,000. They had chofen a flrong camp
at the village of Cunnerfdorf, the natural flrength

of which they had increafed by intrenchments,

mounted with a numerous artillery. To attack

them, was difficult and hazardous ; and, in any

other circumflances than the prefent, the attempt

would have been rafli and ridiculous. But there

w^as now no room for hefitation. The affairs of

his Pruffian Majefly, required a defperate effort

;

and, in his prefent fituation, the mofl rafh attempt

could not be rejeded by the moft rigid prudence.

On the 12th of Augufl, about two in the

morning, his Pruffian Majefly put his troops in
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'759' motion ; and, having formed them in a wood, ad^

FUROPE. vanced towards the enemy. The aftion began

about eleven, with a fevere cannonade; which hav-^

ing produced the efFefl; he defired from it, he

charged the left wing of the Ruffians with his bed

troops difpofed in columns. After a moft obfti-

nate conliict, the enemies entrenchments were

forced with a prodigious flaughter, and 72 pieces

of cannon were taken. A narrow defile was af-

terwards palled; and feveral redoubts that covered

the village of Cunnerfdorf, were taken by alfault,

one after another. The Ruffians made a firm

ftand at the village ; but they were overborne by
Battle of the impetuof.ty of the Pruffians, who drove them

dorf. from poll to poll, quite to their lail redoubts. As

the Ruffians never quit their ground, till they are

hewn down in their ranks, this fuccefs was at-

tended with an inconceivable {laughter. After a

mod furious conteft of^ fix hours, fortune feemed

to declare in favour of the Pruffians. The enemy

had been driven trom all the ground they occu-

pied before the battle, and more than half of their

artillery was taken. In thofe circumftances, Fre-

deric difpatched the following billet to the Queen

at Berlin : " Madam, we have beat the Ruffians

" from their entrenchments. In two hours, expe6t

*' to hear of a glorious victory." This news arriv-

ed at Berlin, juft as the pofl was going out ; and the

account of his Pruffian Majefty's fuccefs, was circu-

lated throughout Europe. But this intimation was

premature, and fubjeded him to the ridicule of his

enemies. The Ruffians had been feverely handled,

but were not defeated. Count Soltikoff rallied
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his troops, and formed them under cover of a ^759*

redoubt, which was ereded on an eminence called ^ZIZI„

the Jews burying-ground. A fituation more ad-

vantageous could not well be conceived, and, to

an army already fatigued with the hard fervice of

fix hours ilaughter, it might juflly be deemed

impregnable. The day was exceffively hot, and

the ftrength of the enemy flill greatly fuperior to

the Pruffians. Frederic was far from being daunt-

ed at thofe circumftances. His courage was al-

ways in proportion to the danger he had to en-

counter, and he could not bear to be a conqueror

by halves. He refolved, therefore, to drive the

enemy from their advantageous pods, which was

the only thing wanting to render his victory coni-

pleat. His generals, it is faid, reprefented to him Battle of

the madnefs of fuch an enterprife ; and ufed every ^i^''

'

argument that could be fuggefted, to diifuade him

from fo dangerous and difficult an attempt. This

falutary advice was rejeded; and he refolved, once

more, to put all to the hazard. The infantry be-

gan a new attack ; which being much beyond their

flrength, they were repulfed with great {laughter*

They were again rallied, and brought to a fecond

attack; they were a fecond time repulfed, and their

lofs redoubled. The infantry being quite exhaufted,

the cavalry fucceeded to the attack. They made
feveral fpirited, but unavailing attempts; the horfes,

as well as their riders, being entirely fpent. At
this critical moment, the Ruffian and Auftrian

cavalry, who were quite freffi, fell in among the

Pruffian horfe, broke their line at the firft charge,

forced them back upon their foot, and threw the

F f
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1759- whole into irreparable diforder. Being thus put

into confufion, the Pruffian army was feized with

a panic, and in a few minutes totally defeated and

difperfed. The perfonal efforts of the King, who

hazarded his life in the hotted parts of the battle,

were of no avail. He led on his troops three

times to the charge ; two horfes were killed under

him ; and his cloaths, in feveral parts, were pe-

netrated with mufquet-balls. Nothing but the ap-

proach of night, could have faved the Pruffian army

from total deftrudion.—This was by far the mod
bloody a£lion, that had happened iince the com-

mencement of hoftilities ; and, perhaps, modern

Rattle of hiflory cannot furnifli fo defperate an engagement.

dorf. The Pruffians loft upwards of 20,000 men, in kill-

ed, wounded, and taken prifoners. General Put-

kammer was killed on the fpot ; and the generals

Seidelitz, Itzenplitz, Hulfen, Finck, and Wedel,

the prince of Wurtemberg, and five major-gene-

rals, were wounded. Of the enemy, 10,000 were

killed. The Pruffians loft all their artillery and

baggage.

When his Pruffian Majefty found himfelf ob-

liged to quit the field, he difpacched another billet

to the Queen, couched in thefe terms :
" Re-

" move from Berlin with the royal family. Let

" the archives be carried to Potfdam. The town
*' may make conditions with the enemy." It

is much eaher to conceive, than to defcribe, the

horror and confufion which this intimation pro-

duced at Berlin ; horror the more aggravated, as it

feized them in the midfl of their rejoicings, occa-

fioned by the firft difpatch. The terror was ftjll
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more dreadfully augmented by a fubfequent indif- i759-

tind relation, Importing, that the army was to-

tally routed, the King miffing, and the enemy in

full march to Berlin.*

Next day, the King retreated over the Oder,

colledted the fcattered remains of his army, and

faw, with joy and aftoniihment, the enemy remain

inaftive and quiet in their camp. He improved

this interval, with equal fpirit and fagacity. He
furniffied his camp with cannon from the arfenal

at Berlin, which likewife fupplied him with a con-

*—" We cannot difmifs the affairs of Germany, in which two fuch

battles as thofe of Minden and Cunnerfdorf were fought, with events fo

different for the common caufe, without obferving fomething of the

two generals who conduced them. They are certainly, in reputation,

the firft in Europe, which probably never produced two greater men :

though they differ as much in their chara£ters, and in the kind of

talents they pofTefs, as they agree in the irrei^tnefs of tlieir abilities for

war. The King of Pruflia, rapid, vehement, impatient, often gives 'Parallel hi"

decifive blows ; but he often mifTcs his (Iroke, and wounds himfelf. tiveen the

Prince Ferdinand is cool, deliberate, exact, and guarded : he fees '"^°J
,

_ 11-1 PrutJia and
every pofliole advantage; he takes it at the moment; purines it as far Prince Fer-
as it will go ; but never attempts to pulh it further. Nothing in the dinand.

man, difturbs the commander. In him, we do not fee a perfon who iS a

great foldier ; it is the idea of a perfeft general ; it is a general in the

abftiadt. Ferdinand fuffers his temper to be guided by his bufinefs.

He never precipitates matters ; he takes them in their order, and their

courfe, and leaves nothing to fortune. The King, on the other hand,

leads, and often forces circumftances : he does not endeavour to re-

move, but to overleap lObftacles ; he puts ail to the rilk ; and, by dif-

fering ibrtijne to play her part in his defigns, he acquires a fplendor

and eclat in his a<fi:ions, which mere wifdom could never give them.

Prince Ferdinand is famous, for never committing a fault. The Kin^

of Pruflia is above all the world, in repairing thofe he has committed.

Like fome of the great maflers in writing, whenever he makes, orfeems

to make a miftake, it is a fignal to the obferver, to prepare for fome

great and admirable ftroke of fpirit and conducft. His errors feem to

be fpurs to his abilities. He commits an error, he repairs it ; he errs

again, and again aftonifhes us by his manner of efcaping. We fhould

often condemn the commander, but that we are forced to admire the

hero." Annual Regijier.

F f 2
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1759* fiderable number of recruits. He recalled General

EUROPE. Kleift, with 5000 men, from Pomerania ; and,

in a little time, refumed his former importance.

Count Soltikoff marched into Silefia, and,

with part of his army, joined that of the Auftrians

in Lufatia, under Daun. The army of the em-

pire having entered Saxony, where they had re-

duced Hall, Wittemberg, Leipfic, Torgau, and at

laft Drefden itfelf, the King detached 6000 men
under General Wunch, to check the progrefs of

the imperialifls in that electorate. Perceiving that

the Ruffians intended to befiege Great Glogau,

he, with the reft of his army, took poft between

them and that city, fo as to fruftrate their defign.

This movement, while it prevented the Ruffians

from taking v/mter-quarters in his dominions, un-

avoidably cut off all communication with the ar-

my of Prince Henry. Finding that he could not

co-operate with his brother on the fide of Silefia,

Extraordi- Prince Henry direfted his march towards Saxony,
nary march .,,.r • rr rr c ^

of Prince With the vicw 01 recoveriug poilellion or that coun-
^"'^^'

try, and to draw the attention of Daun towards

it, fo as to difable him from affifting the Ruffians.

The country, through which this projected march

lay, was in a manner overfpread by the enemy. On
the '23d day of September, the Prince quitted his

camp at Hornfdorf, and, after a rapid and almoft

incredible march, arrived at Hoyerfwerda ; where

he furprifed a body of 4000 men, commanded by

General Vehla ; killed 600, and made twice that

number prifoners, including the commander him^

fclf.
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Soon after this atchievement, the Prince joined '759*

the troops under Finck and Wunch, which ob- eurcwe.

liged M. Daun to leave his camp, and to make a

forced march to cover Drefden ; which city, it

was probable. Prince Henry had refolved to at-

tempt.—Three armies were now encamped on the

banks of the Oder ; the Ruffians, at Franftadt

;

General Laudohn, with a body of Auftrians, at

Schlightinglkeim ; and the King of Pruffia, at Ko-

ben.—On the 29th of October, the Duke d'A-

remberge, with 16,000 Aufcrians, was encoun-

tered and defeated by General Wunch, who took

1200 prifoners, fome cannon, and great part of

their tents and baggage.

The affairs of his Pruffian Majefty, notwith-

ftanding his repeated difalters, were once more

in a refpedtable condition. He was at the head

of a gallant army of 60,000 men, in high fpirits,

ready to perform the moft defperate of his orders

;

and there ftill remained hopes, that the campaign

might be concluded to his advantage.—It was now
obvious, that Daun would be obliged to retire into

Bohemia, to abandon Drefden, and, in fhort, to

give up all the advantages refulting from his for-

mer victories. Frederic was not fatisfied with the

flow, progreffive mode, of diftreffing an enemy
;

he was for actions of greater moment, and more
decifive. The paffes into Bohemia were exceeding-

ly difficult ; and the King thought, that, by fome

ports, properly chofen, and ftrongly guarded, the

retreat of the Auftrians might be prevented ; and

that Daun, after all his caution and prudence,

would be compelled to hazard a battle at an evi-»
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1759- dent difadvantage, as he would then have no re-

EUS.OPE. fource but in vittory. With this view he detached

General Finck, with 19 battalions, and 2,5 fqua-

drons, to take pofleffion of the defiles of Maxen
and Ottendorf, through which alone it feemed

poffible for the Auftrians to penetrate into Bohe-

mia. This was done with great fuccefs. Daun re-

tired to Plauen, and the King advanced to Willf-

burg, imagining that he had effedually fucceeded

in his defign.

However plaufible this proje£l might appear,

there was evidently fome millake or overfight in

its execution. Finck had no fooner taken pod

near Maxen, than Daun, after having recon-

noitred his fituation, refolved to attack him with

the corps de referve under the Baron de Sincere,

The Baron marched his troops in four columns

General through tlic woods, and the Pruflians were en-
finck fur- {i^ch furrouuded before they had the leaft intima-

of their approach. They had penetrated too far

into thefe defiles, and had negleded to fecure a

retreat, or any fort of communication with the

main army. Their fituation was the moft defpe-

rate that could well be imagined. To retreat, was

impofiible ; and the only confolation arifing from

refiftance, was the felling their lives dear. They

defended themfelves, for the whole day, with the

grcateft refolution. But all their eftbrts were in-

effeftual. Overpowered by numbers, they were

driven from eminence to eminence, until, by fa-

vour of the night, they made their laft retreat to

Falkenhayn. The Aullrians were employed the

whole night, in guarding, with double Itrength and
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vigilance, every avenue through which it was pof- i759*

fible for the PrulTians to efcape. europe.

The morning prefented a dreadful and dif-

couraging fight to the Pruflian army. The hills

on every fide of them were covered with great

bodies of the enemy ; and every defile prefented

a hedge of bayonets, thro' which it would have

been madnefs to attempt to penetrate. In this

alarming condition, fatigued with the hard fervice

of the preceding day, in which they had exhauft-

ed almoft all their ammunition, fhripped of the

greateft part of their cannon, furrounded on all

quarters, without the leaft profped of relief, it is

not to be wondered at if the Pruffian army loft

all hope, and all fpirit. General Finck was well

acquainted with the rigour of his mailer ; and he

felt the thoufand embarrafTing circumftances that

every man of honour and of fpirit muft feel at

fuch a jundure. The apparent fhame of a fur-

render was great ; but the abfurdity of throwing

away the lives of fo many brave men on a forlorn

hope, while there was a poffibility of referving them

for better occafions, was, in his opinion, fufficient

to counterbalance it. He therefore fent a trumpet And forcrd

to Count Daun, to demand a capitulation ; which j^J"""'"

was granted in one fingle article, importing, that

he and eight other Pruffian generals, with the

whole body of troops they commanded, Ihould be

received as prifoners of war. To this he was

obliged to fubmit ; and his whole army, confiding

of 20,000 men by the Auftrian account, and a-

bove 12,000 by the Pruffian, 64 pieces of cannon.
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1759- ^o pair of colours, and 25 ftandards, fell into

EUROPE, the hands of the Aullrian generah*

This was a moft fevere ftroke upon his Pruf-

fian Majefty ; and it was the more mortifying, as

it implied a cenfure on his conduft, for having

detached fuch a numerous body of troops, to a

fituation where they could not be fuftained by the

reft of his army.—-The Auftrians exulted in this

cheaply obtained viftory, which they confidered

as catching their enemy in the fnare which had

been laid for themfelves ; and they looked upon it

as a full indemnification for the capture of the

Saxon army, which had furrendered, very near

this place, in the year lys^-f

This difafter was fucceeded by another. Ge-

neral Diercke had been ftationed on the banks of

the Elbe, oppofite to Minden, and being recalled,

was obliged to tranfport his troops in boats, the

floating ice preventing the ufe of his pontoons.

iRear-guard Whilft he ftrugglcd with thefe difficulties, his rear

fian detach- guard v/as attacked by a ftrong body of Auftrians,

^^"'^^"'^ who, after an obftinate defence, took him, and

his men, amounting to between 3 and 4000.

By thefe two fucceiTive defeats, happening in

the clofe of an unfortunate campaign, his PruCTian

Majefty was fo weakened, that he would hardly

have been able to maintain his ground at Frey-

berg, had not he at this time been reinforced by

* There is ftrong fimiiuity biUvecn '_hi.', nanfaction and the furren-

der of General Burgoyne's army at Saratoga. The particulars of the

latter, however, are as yet too little known to trace the affuir farther

than a general refemblance.

f See p. ^2- of this work.
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the body of troops under the Hereditary Prince of ^759*

Brunfwic.—Daun, far from being elevated at the europe.

advantages he had gained, adhered ftri6:ly to his

ufual cautious management. Inflead of purfuing

the blow, when it was more probable, than at any

other period of the war, that one vigorous effort

would have crufhed his Pruiiian Majefty, and put

an end to the troubles in that part of Germany,

he quietly occupied the ftrong camp at Pirna,

that he might be at hand to fuccour Drefden,

and maintain his communication with Bohemia.-—

Frederic, finding it impoffible to bring the Au-
ftrians to an engagement, was obliged at lad to

defift, and to fuffer the ihattered remains of his Pruffian

army retires

army to repofe m wmter-quarters. to winter-

FouR bloody campaigns had now been fought
'^'^^' ^'^^'

in Germany, without any profped of either of the

parties being obliged to fubmit. Never, fmce the

ages of ignorance and barbarity, were the lives of

men fquandered away with fuch profufion, as in the

courfe of this German war. As if the common
method of carrying on hoililities was not fufficient-

ly deftrudive, winter campaigns were introduced
;

and the troops laviflily expofed to all the rigour

and diftemper of that inclement feafon, in defpite

of nature, and contempt of humanity. In vain the

confederate powers of Auftria, Ruffia, France, and

Sweden, united their efforts to crufli the Pruffian

monarch. He had been defeated ; he had been

out-generaled ; but it was evident, that nothing

but the moff defperate neceffity, nothing but being

conquered in the mod abfolute fenfe, could ever

induce him to fubmit.



240 MILITARY MEMOIRS

CHAP. XX.

Expedition againjl Martinico -—Its failure—Giiada-

loupe taken—Ticonderoga and Crown Point aban-'

doned, and taken pojfejfion of by General Amhcrji.

—General Jobnfon defeats the French near Nia-

gara, a?id reduces that fort,

^212l ^ -^^ fuccefs of the lafl: American campaign, had

AMERICA, excited a defire in the Britifh miniflry, ot impro-

ving it. Inftead of employing the whole Ilrength

of the Britifli arms againft one objeft, it was pro-

pofed to divide the- forces, and to make impref-

fions on different parts, fo as to divide, diftraO:,

and weaken the enemy. In order to render fuc-

cefs more certain, the different expeditions were

planned in fuch a manner, as to co-operate with

each other, and even to join occafionally. An at-

iixpedition tempt againft the French Caribbee iflands, confti-

F^re'nch Ca- tutcd part of this comprehenfive plan.—In the end
ribbtes.

^f j.|^g preceding year, a fquadron of nine fhips of

the line, with 60 tranfports, containing fix regi-

^''ments of foot, were fent thither. The land-forces

were commanded by General Hopfon, an officer

whofe age and infirmities, as well as natural cau-

tion, difqualified him for fuch a fervice ; and the

fea-force was undtr the command of Commodore

Moore, then in the Weft-Indies. Martinico*, the

* Martinico, the principal of the French Caribbees, and the feat of

government, is fituated in the ijth degree of North latitude. It is about

J3 leagues in length, and fcven in breadth, waved into a variety of
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inoft confiderable of all the French iflands, was ^759-

the place of their deflination. On the i6th of Ja- ^^ej^ica*

nuary, the troops were landed near Port Royal,

without meeting with any confiderable oppofition*

The natural ftrength of the countryj however,

proved a much greater obflruftion to the Britifh

troops, than the force of the enemy. The attempt

proving ineffectual after repeated etforts, the troops

were reimbarked. There appears to have been

fome difference between the commanders, which

might occafion the attack's being fo fuddenly a-

bandoned. It was then determined to proceed to

St. Pierre. When they arrived before that place,. Attempt

new difficulties arofe, a council of war was held, tinico drop*

and the attempt againfl Martinico was finally aban- ^^ *

doned.—Unwilling to return with the difgrace of

having done nothing worthy of the greatnefs of the

arma'ment, and the expeftation of their country,

the commanders refolved to proceed againfl the

ifland of Guadaloupe|, an objed of as much im-

portance as Martinico, though of lefs renown.
BTrMWrnliBaiiFi fjmirr

hills, and well watered with flreams and rivulets. The (hore is on every

fide indented with very deep bays ; and the fands, only difcoverable at ^

low water, form, in many places, a hidden, and almoft infurmountablc

barrier. A lofty ridge of almoft impaflable mountains, runs north-weft

and fouth-eaft, quite through the ifland ; all the fpace on both fides, is

inferfeifted at inconfiderable diftances, with deep gulHes, through which
the water pours down in the rainy feafons with great impetuofity. In
other refpeds, the ifland is pleafant and fruitful, well watered, and well
cuhivated

; abounding with plantations and villages along the fea-coaft.

It is ftill more confiderable for the number of its inhabitants, and the
'

advantages it derives from being the feat of government, and ftaple of
trade, from whence even the fugars of Guadaloupe, and other iflands>
are exported for the European markets. The two principal places are Port
Royal and St. Pierre, both towns confiderable in this part of the world,
for their magnitude, ftrength, and trade;

t Guadaloupe, fo called from its refemblance to a chain of mountains

G g 2
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]222l ^^ ^^^ 23d of January, the fleet arrived befoffi

AMERICA. ^^" town of BaiTe-terre, the capital of the ifland,

and defended by a (tiong fortrefs, which, in the

opinion of the chief engineer, could not be reduced

by the fliipping. The commodore was of a diffe-

rent opinion, and brought the fhips to bear upon

the town and citadel. About nine in the morn-

ing, a dreadful cannonade began, which conti-

nued with the utmofl fury until five in the even-

ing, when the fire of the citadel, and all the other

batteries, were effeftually filenccd. In the mean

S^n^r"^ time, the bombs, which were continually fnower-

Guada- gjj upon the town, fet it on fire in feveral places.
loupe. ^

^
^

Nothing could exceed the horror of this fcene.

The heavy and unremitted fire of fo many great

fliips and batteries, and the blowing up of the

powder magazines, were heighthened by a conti-

nued and permanent line of flamics, which extend-

ed along the fhore, and formed a fuitable back-

ground to this terrible- pidure.

Next day, the troops landed without oppofi-

tion, took poffcflion of the town and citadel, and

difplaved the Britifh colours on the walls. The

of the fame name in Old -Spain. It is divided into two parts, by a fmall

channel, which the inhabitants crofs in a ferry-boat. The wtftern divi-

fion is called BafiC-terre, where the capital ftands ; and the eaftern

part is called Grande-terre. No part of the Weft Indies, perhaps of the

world, affords more agreeable and romantic fchemes than Guadaloupe,

It is full of high mountains, to which the inhabitants convey their va-

luable effects in time of danger. The valleys are extremely fertile, and

produce a great quantity of fugar, cotton, indigo, tobacco, and caffia
;

befidts plenty of rice, potatoes, and all kinds of pulfe and fruit peculiar

to the country. The country is populous and flourifliing, and the go-

vernment comprehends two fmalkr iflands, called All Saints and De-

feada, fituatcd on tht calteia fide of the iiknd.
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Ifland, however, was far from being reduced. The ^759*

nature of the country, which abounded with paffes America.-

and defiles, rendered it eufy to be defended ; and

the inhabitants, who had retired to the mountains,

feemed determined to ftand out to the laft extre-

mity.

On the 27th of February, General Hopfon,

who, though unfit for this fervice, was a very

worthy man, and a good officer, died, and his

command devolved on General Barrington ; a cir-

cumflance which contributed not a little to the

fubfequent redudtion of the iiland. It is not con-

fiflent with our plan to enter into a detail of the

fkirmilhing operations of the troops, which were

drawn out to a confiderable length. The inhabi-

tants purfued the moft fenfible plan that could be

adopted in their fituation. Inftead of hazarding a

general engagement with regular troops, they re-

folved to weary them out with continual alarms,

and to harrafs and diftrefs them with perpetual

Ikirmilhes ; a plan which the unhealthinefs of the

climate, and the want of provifions among the

Britilh troops, rendered but too likely to fucceed.

The war was protrafted, in this manner, from the

2,4th of January to the firfh of May, when the in-

habitants thought proper to capitulate ; and the The ifland

whole ifland, and its dependencies, was fubjefted
"^"^^^ ^"'

to the Britifh crown. Scarcely was the capitulation

figned, when M. Bompart, general of the French

Caribbees, landed at St. Ann's, a port belonging

to Guadaloupe, with 600 regulars, 2000 bucca-

niers, and a vaft quantity of arms and ammuni-

tion. But this body, hearing of the capitulation
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1759- being figned, immediately difappeared, tho', had

AMERICA ^^^y landed a day fooner, the fubjedion of the

illand to the Britiih arms muft at leaft have been

doubtful. On the 25th of May, the ifland of Ma-

rigalante furrendered, upon the fame terms as had

been granted to that of Guadaloupe.*

The operations of the Britiih arms on the con-

tinent of America, were directed to different ob-

jefts. To fall as near as poffible, at the fame

time, upon Crown Point, Niagara, and the forts

to the fouth of Lake Erie, whiifh a great naval

armament, and a confiderable body of land-forces,

fhould attempt Quebec by the river St. Laurence,

Expedition was the plan propofed. Th€ army under General

conderoga Amhcrfl, dcftincd againfl Ticonderoga and Crown

pIS'"''" Point, was the firft in motion. The redudion of

thofe forts would naturally lay open the Lake

Champlain, which has a communication with the

great river St. Laurence. Having eflabhfhed a

fufficient naval force on this lake, the general was

to proceed to Quebec, in order to form a junc-

tion with General Wolfe and Admiral Saunders,

who, having entered the river St. Laurence at the

oppofite quarter, would probably have commenced

the fiege of Quebec, by the time of his arrival.

* Moftof the inhabitants of Guadaloupe exerted themfclves, gallantly

in the defence of their country. A lady of mafculine courage, whofe

name was Ducharmey, particularly diftinguilhcd herfelf. Having arm-

ed her flaves, (lie headed them in perfon, made fcveral bold attempts

upon an advanced pofi: of the Britifh army, and threw up entrench-

ments upon a hill oppofite to it. At laft the works of this virago were

ftormed by a regular detachment, and, after an obftinate and dange-

rous conflift, the entrenchments were forced, and the houfcs and planta-

tions burned ; but the lady, who commanded in perfon during the ac-

tion, fortunately efcapcd unhurt.
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From the impediments that were thrown in ^59*

General Amherfl's way, the fummer was pretty
^j^erica.

far advanced before he could get his forces acrofs

Lake George. They landed on the 21ft of July,

and reached the field, where, in the preceding

year, the Britifh troops had fuffered fo terrible a

difafter. The French, after a feeble {how of re-

fiftance, abandoned Ticonderoga, and retreated Ticondero-

to Crown Point. The only lofs attending this doncd.

acquifition, was that of Colonel Townfliend, who
was killed in reconnoitring, by a fhot from the

fort. He fell near the fpot where the gallant

Lord Howe was killed, to whom, in the circum-

(lances of birth, qualifications, and character, he

bore a ftrong refemblance. Previous to their re-

treat, the enemy had in fome meafure difman-

tled the fortifications ; and the firfl care of the

general was to repair them, as upon the pofTef-

fion of this important poft, not only the fuccefs

of his offenfivc operations depended, but a fecure

retreat in cafe of a reverfe of fortune.

While Amherft was thus employed in repair-

ing Ticonderoga, and endeavouring to render his

naval force upon the lake refpedable, he receiv-

ed intelligence from his fcouting parties, that the

enemy had retired from Crown Point. He im- t^s^^<^^ «-

r 1 1 11 '•'''^ from
mediately detached a party to take pofTefTion of crown

the place, and foon after arrived there with the

reft of the^ troops.—The enemy had retired, with

about 3500 men, to the bottom of Lake Cham-
plain, and were ported at the Ifle de Noix. They
were well provided with artillery ; and their force

ppon the lake was fuch as juflified them in hopr-
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1759- ing to be able to prevent the farther progrefs of

the Britifh army. Amherft, fenfible of the advan-

tages attending a fuperiority on the lake, had given

orders for the building of feveral veffels with the

utmoll expedition. Thefe being finiftied, viftualled,

and manned, he embarked with the whole army,

on the loth of October, and proceeded a confi-

derable way upon the lake. The general, in his

zeal for the fervice, and anxiety to join General

Wolfe, from whom he had not received the leaft

intelhgence, feems to have forgot the advanced

feafon of the year, and that it was impoflible to

contend with fo fevere and tempcftuous a climate.

Finding it impradicable to proceed, he prudently

poftponed his operations to another year, and re-

turned with the army to Crown Point. In the

mean time, his little fquadron upon the lake, ex-

erted itfelf with great activity. Three of the

French veffels were driven into a bay, two of

which were funk, and the other run aground

;

General Amherft, having opened communications

between Ticonderoga and the governments of

New Hampfhire and Maffachuffetts, difpofed his

troops in winter- quarters.

The forces appointed to afl: againft Niagara*,

General

Amherft
returns to

Crown
Point.

* This is a very important pofl, and commands in a manner all the

interior parts of North America, and is a key as it were to that whole

continent. It opens or obftruifls a communication with all the Indian

nations, and awes and commands all thofe people. It commands all the

creat lakes, and fecures the navigation of them. It prevents or fecures

ihc juniftion of the two French colonies in Canada or LouiHana, and

(lops the further progrefs of the Engliih or French (whichever are

I)n(re(red of it) in North America. A little above the fovt, is the ca-

taraft of Niagaia, which is efteemed the moll: remarkable in the world,

fur tlie quantity of water, and greatnefs of the fall.
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under General Prideaux, arrived at that place, ^759-

without meeting with any obftru£lion. The fort America.

was invefted about the middle of July, and the

operations were carrying on with great vigour •

when General Prideaux was unfortunately killed,

in the trenches, by the burfling of a cohorn. Ge-

neral Amherft, being informed of this difafler,

immediately fent Brigadier-General Gage to alTumc

the command of that army. In the mean time, it

devolved on Sir William Johnfon, who entered

into the views, and purfued the meafures of the

late general, with the greatefl fpirit. Apprehen-

five of lofing a place of fuch importance, the

French refolved to exert their endeavours for its

relief. They colleftcd together all their regular

troops and Provincials, with a large body of

favages, amounting in all to about 1700 men, in

order to give battle to the Englifli, and to raife

the fiege. General Johnfon, having received in-

telligence of their approach, ordered the light in-

fantry and piquets, fupported by fome grenadiers

and regular foot, to poft themfelves to the left,

on the road leading from Niagara-falls to the

fort, by which the French Vv'ere to pafs. The
Indians were placed on the flanks ; and another

regiment was polled, in fuch a manner, as to fe-

cure the trenches from a furprife during an en-

gagement.

About eight in the morning, the enemy was

feen advancing. The Indians in the Englifh fer-

vice, oflTered a parly with their countrymen in the

French army ; but it was rejefted. The action

was introduced by the horrid fcream called the

H h
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1759- war-hoop ; which was faid to have been one of

AMERICA ^^^ prhiclpal caufes of General Braddock's de-

feat, by the panic which it (truck into his troops.

But it had now loft its effed, and was no longer

dreadful. The enemy began the attack with great

refolution ; but they met with fo warm a recep-

French de- tiou, from the troops in front, and the Indians

on their flanks, that, in lefs than an hour's time,

their whole army was routed, and their general,

with moft of his officers, taken. The purfuit was

continued thro' the woods, for feveral miles, with

great flaughter.

This battle, fought in the fight of the fort,

contributed, in a great meafure, to its fpeedy re-

duftion. The general fent in a lift of the pri^

foners, and exhorted the commandant to furren-

der before more blood was flied, while he had it

in his power to reftrain the Indians. The capitu-

Niagar^ lation was figned that night. The garrifon, con-

fifting of 607 men, furrendered prifoners of war,

and were conduded, with all their baggage, to

New York.-—The taking of Niagara broke off,

effedually, that fo much dreaded communication

between Canada and Louifiana ; and one of the

capital political defigns of the French, was defeats

ed in its direct and immediate objeft.

C H A Po

liirrtndci s.
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CHAP. XXI.

Expedition againji ^ebec—Troops take poffejfion of

the ijle of Orleans—ABion at the falls of Mont-

morenci—Troops remove to 'Point Levi—Battle of

^ehec—General Wolfe killed—French defeated

"^^ehecfurrenders.

^1S9'
JtiOWEVER interefting the reduction of Crown
T^ • 1 -KT- • 1 1 V T .

AMERICA.
jLOiiit and iNiagara might be, they were only in-

tended to be fubfervient to the conqueil of Que-

bec, the grand objeQ: of all our operations. The
fcheme, by which the two armies, employed againfl

thofe forts, were to join and co-operate with the

northern armament under General Wolfe, was too

refined and complicated to be put in execution ;

and had fuccefs depended entirely on that circum-

flance, the French flag might flill have been dif-

played at Quebec.

Admiral Saunders commanded the fleet ; and

the operations by land, were intrufled to the con-

dud of Major-General James Wolfe, whofe mili-

tary genius was fo eminently difplayed at the

fiege of Louifbourg. His fubordinates in com-

mand, were Brigadiers Monckton, Townlhend,

and Murray.

On the 26th of Tune, the whole armament a,„.. ,,•J ' Army ar-

arrived at the ifle of Orleans, a few leagues from i'" ^^f^""*

. .
Quebec.

Quebec, after a profperous navigation. By the

affiflance of fome excellent charts, taken from the

enemy, the Admiral experienced none of thofe

H h 2
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^759- difficulties, with which the navigation of the river

AMERICA. St. Laurence is faid to be attended. Next day,

the troops were landed on the iiland, which is a-

Defciiption bout twcuty miles in length, and feven in breadth

;

OiieaVs,'^"^ highly cultivated, and abounding with people, vil-

lages, and plantations. It extends quite up to the

bafon of Quebec ; and its moft welterly point ap-

proaches fo nearly to another on the continent,

called Point Levi, that the harbour of Quebec ap-

pears to be land-locked on all fides. The poifef-

fion of thefe two points, were of the utmofl im-

portance; and the firft operation of General Wolfe,

was to fecure them, which was done with little

difficultv.

The city now appeared in full view, and pre-

fented to the Britifn troops,, at once, a tempting,

and a difcouraging fight. Nature feems to have

peculiarly ftudied the defence of Quebec, no place

in the world being better calculated to ftand out

againfl an enemy.* The French had left nothing

* Quebec lies on the moft navigable river in the world, with a

harbour of fvclh water, capable of containing lOO men of war of the

line, at the diftance of 120 leagues from the ocean. It confifts of an

upper and lower town ; the former built on a lofty rock, which runs,

with a bold and fteep front, along the vveflsrn banks of the river St.

Laurence. At the termination of this ridge, the river St. Charles,

from the north-weft, falls into that of St. Laurence, and renders the

ground on which Oiiebec ftands, a kind of peninfula. On the fide

of the river St. Laurence, is an extenfive fand-bank, which prohibits the

approach of large veflels. There is no other way, therefore, to attack

Qnebec, than by furmounting the above-mentioned precipice, or crofs-

ing the river St. Charles. The former, to all appearance, is wholly

iinadviieable, and almoft impodible : the latter is difficult and dan-

gerous in the extreme. All the country northward of the river St.

Charles, for more than five miles, is rough, broken, and unequal, fuU

of rivulets and gullies; and {o continues to the river of Montmorcnei*

which flows by the foot of a fteep and woody hiLl,
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Undone, which might add to the natural ftrength ^759'

of the country. Their troops, amounting to '2,000 America^

men, and commanded by M. Montcalm, an able

and hitherto fortunate general, were encamped in

a very advantageous fituation, along the lliore,

from the river St. Charles, to the falls of Mont-

morenci, every acceffible part being deeply en-

trenched.

To attack a place poflefled of fo many advan-

tages, with fuch a handful of men as the Britifh

army confided of, was not only deviating from

the eftablifhed maxims of war, but was, in all

appearance, a rafli and fool-hardy attempt. Wolfe

was well acquainted with the difficulties he had to

encounter ; and, though of a temper highly fan-

guine and adventurous, he began almoft to de-

fpair. He was refolved, however, to leave nothing

unattempted : he was not without hope of being

joined by General Amherft ; and he knew, while

the Britifh fquadron maintained its ftation in the

river, he fhould always have it in his power to

retreat in cafe of Emergency.—The weft point

of the ifle of Orleans, and that of Levi, being

fecured, batteries were erefted upon the high

grounds, which fired continually upon the town.

Admiral Saunders was ftationed in the north chan^ Difpofition

nel of the ifle of Orleans, oppofite to the falls of
^^" ^'^^ '^^'^'•

Montmorenci ; while Admiral Holmes proceeded

up the river, beyond the town, which not only

diverted the enemy's attention from the quarter

on which the attack was intended, but prevented

their attempts againft the batteries already ereded

by the Englifli.
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1759-

All at-

tempts to

bring the

French to

an engage-

ment, in-

efieiftual.

The fleet being thus judiciouily difpofed. Ge-

neral Wolfe caufed the troops to be tranfported

over the river St. Laurence, to the north-eaft of

Montmorenci ; with a view, after he had croiTed

the latter, of moving towards the enemy's flanks,

and enticing them to an engagement. Every

means was ufed for this purpofe, but without

effe£t. M. Montcalm was well apprifed of the

importance of his fituation ; and, though fuperior

in number to the Englifh, was refolvcd to rifk

nothing, and to rely entirely on the ffrength of

the country.

Mean-v^'hile, the fleet w^as expofed to the moft

imminent danger. A violent ftorm had caufed fe-

veral tranfports to run foul of each other ; many

boats foundered, and feveral large fliips loft their

anchors. The enemy, taking advantage of the

confufion which they imagined this difafter mufl

produce, fent down feven fire-fliips from Quebec,

at mid-night, among the Britifh fleet, which lay

fo thick as to cover the whole furface of the

river. This fcheme, though well contrived, and

feafonably executed, was entirely defeated by the

fkill and vigilance of Admiral Saunders, and the

dexterity of his mariners ; who refolutely boarded

the fire-fliips, run them fafl aground, and pre-

vented them from doing the fmallefl damage to

the Britifh fquadron.

Wolfe, finding that every endeavour to draw

the enemy to a engagement was unfuccefsful, and

fenfible that the approach of winter would foon

terminate all military operations in that northern

climate, formed the reiblution of attacking thera
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in their entrenchments, on the fide of Montmo- ^759*

renci.—There was a redoubt fituated clofe to the America.

water's edge, and, to appearance, without gun-

fhot of the entrenchment on the hill. The general

forefawj that if the enemy (liould fuffer this fort to

be reduced, he could afterwards reconnoitre their

fituation at leifure, and determine the place at

which they could be mod eafily attacked : on the

other hand, fliould they endeavour to fupport it,

he would be enabled to bring on a general en-

gagement. This plan, judicious and practicable

as it may appear, failed, from one of thofe acci-

dents which can neither be forefeen nor pre-

vented.

On the 30th of July, in the forenoon, the The attack;

troops deflined to this attack, were embarked in Montmo^

boats, in order to be tranfported acrofs the chan- "^""^'^

nel. To facilitate their paflage, the Centurion

fhip of war was ftationed in the channel, to check

the fire of the lower battery, which commanded

the ford ; a numerous train of artillery was placed

upon the eminence, to batter the left of the ene-

my's entrenchment ; and two flat-bottomed armed

veffels were run aground near the redoubt, to

favour the defcent of the forces. The confufion

which thefe manoeuvres produced among the ene-

my, determined the general to (lorm the en-

trenchment immediately. Orders were iifued for

the Brigadiers Monckton, Townfnend, and Mur-

ray, to put their troops in motion, at a certain

fignal, which was accordingly ^iven at a proper

time of the tide. Several boats, however, were

run aground, which caufed a confiderable delay,
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1759- during which the troops were expofed to a fevere

^ERicA. fire from the enemy. In the mean time, the gene-

ral, in perfon, founded the fliore, and pointed out

the place where the troops might be landed with

leafl difficulty.

ThipvTeen companies of grenadiers, and 200

of the fecond American battalion, were the firft

who landed. They had orders to form upon the

beach, and to wait for the corps that was to fuf-

tain them, before they began the attack. Inftead

of attending to this neceffary injunftion, they

ruflied, with an impetuous ardour, towards the

enemy's entrenchments, in the moft tumultuous

diforder. This confufion was encreafed by a fe-

vere and fteady fire from the entrenchments,

which forced them to take fKelter under a re-

doubt, which the enemy had abandoned on their

approach.—In this diftrefsful fituation they re-

mained a confiderable time, unable to form under

fo hot a fire, notwithftanding every effort of their

officers. Night was nov/ drawing on ; a violent

B.kifh tempefi: was gathering, and the tide was beginning

tire with a to makc. For thefe reafons, the general judged
conlidera- . i t i i r • r i

bie lois. It not advueable to perievere m lo dangerous an

attack, as a fecond repulfe might render the re-

treat of the troops hazardous and uncertain. He
, therefore ordered them to retreat, and to form

behind Monckton's brigade, which was now drawn

up on the beach, in good order. The whole re-

paired the river without moleftation ; the general

expofing his perfon, with that intrepidity, which

diltinguiihcd him, both during the attack, and the

retreat.
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' The lofs which attended this mortifying check, ^759-

was very confiderable. Above 500 men, and
^j^^^ica.

tnany brave officers, were killed or wounded ; but,

though the army was confiderably weakened, the

general was refolved to proceed with vigour, as

long as there remained a poffibility of fuccefs.

Admiral Holmes's fquadron, which had returned

to affift in the late unfuccefsful attack, was or-

dered to move up the river, attended by Brigadier

Murray, with 1 200 men. Nothing of great mo-

ment was efFeded by this detachment. Several

magazines of the enemy were deftroyed, but they

could not come near their men of war ; fo that

they returned to their former ftation. By fome

prifoners taken in this expedition, they learned,

that the fort of Niagara was taken, Ticonderoga

and Crown Point abandoned, and General Am-
herft employed in making preparations to attack

the corps under M. Burlemaque at the Ille du

Noix.

The ill fortune which had hitherto attended

all his operations, made a deep impreffion on the

mind of General Wolfe. He had planned, he

had attempted, he had executed, every thing that

might infure fuccefs ; he had faced every danger

in pcrfon, and braved every difficulty and fatigue;

but the profpect of victory and conqueft, was as

yet far diftant. He well knew, that the want of

fuccefs in all military expeditions, was oftener at-

tributed to mifcondud, than misfortune ; and the-

thought of returning, without having performed

any thing worthy of himfelf, and the public hope,

was more terrible to him than death. He was often

I i
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^759- feen to ligh ; he was often heard to complain f-

AMERicA. anJ the tumult of his mind, added to the fatigues

of body he had undergone, difordered his wholjft

conftitution, which was naturally delicate and ten-

'
r^ „r ir der. He was fcized with a violent fever, which,
Cjen. Wolfe
fickens. for fome time, totally difabled him. In this feeble

condition, he begged of the general officers, to

confult together for the pubhc utility ; and the

refult of their deliberation was, that 4000 or

5000 men, conveyed above the town, might be

able to draw the enemy from their fituation, and

to bring them to a general engagement.

It was at this period, that General Wolfe

difpatched an exprefs to England, with an account

of his proceedings. In this elegant and trtily mili-

tary letter, tho' written in the ftile of defpondency^

we may difcover the fcholar, the philofopher, the

warrior, and the politician. It may be exhibited

as a ftandard of military eloquence ; and would

have ranked the author among our belt writers,

had not his military exploits placed him among

our greateft commanders.*

Agreeable to the plan which had been form-

ed for a general aflault, the general and admiral

reconnoitred the town ; and concluded, from their

own obfervation, enforced by the opinion of the—™™»B^
* This letter is perliaps one of tlie cleareli; and moil elegant accounts

of a feries of military operations, which has ever been publifhed. The
concluding paragraph is fingularly excellent.

" By the lift of difabled officers (many of whom are of rank) you

may perceive. Sir, that the army is much weakened. By the nature

of the river, the moft formidable part of this armament is deprived of

the power of acting, yet we have almoft the whole force of Canada to

oppofe. In this fituation, there is fuch a choice of difficulties, that I

own myfclf at a lofs how to determine. The aiTiirs of Great Britain,
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chief engineer, that fuch an attack could not be '759'

hazarded with any profped of fuccefs. The fcheme, America.

therefore, of drawing the enemy to an engagement,

was now finally adopted. The troops quitted the

camp at Montmorenci, were reimbarked and land-

ed at Point Levi ; and Admiral Holmes's divifion

made movements up the river, in order to draw

the attention of the enemy as much from the

town as poinble. This was attended with a better

efFefl than before ; for, tho* Montcalm flill main-

tained his advantageous poft, he detached M. de

Bougainville with 1500 men, to watch the mo-

tions of the Englifh admiral.

Admiral SaunIjers, who ftill remained in

his firfl pofition, was ordered to make a feint,

with every appearance of reality, as if the troops

intended to land below the town, and attack the

French entrenchments on the Beauport fhore.

On the 1 2th of September, about one in the Troops cm^

morning, the general embarked the troops aboard

the tranfports, and proceeded three leagues far-

ther up the river than the intended place of land-

ing. They were then put into boats, and began to

fall down with the tide to the place of difembark-

ation. The boats glided gently along, unobferved

by the French centinels polled on the fliore j but,

1 know, require the moft vigorous meafures ; but then the courage of

a handful of brave men, fhould be exerted only where there is fame

hope of a favourable event. However, you may be afllired, Sir, that

the fmall part of the campaign which remains, fliall be employed (as

far as I am able) for the honour of his Majedy, a,nd the interefl: of the

nation ; in which I am fure of being well feconded by the admiral,

and by the generals. Happy, if our e'rjrts here, can contribute to ihft .

ftjccefs of his IVlajefly's arms in any other parts of Anieiica."

1, i 2
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1759- by the rapidity of the current, and the darknefs

AMERICA ^^ *^^^ i^'g^'^t? t^^y overfliot the mark, and were

carried a little below the intended place of attack.

The (hips of war followed them, and, by a well-

conduded navigation, arrived juil at the time

concerted to cover their landing When we con-

fider the danger and difficulty attending this en-

terprife, we cannot but admire the dexterity with

w^hich it was performed. The flream was rapid,

the fliore (helving, the bank above lined- with

centinels, and the landing-place fo narrow as to

Troops be eafily mifl'ed in the dark.—When the troops

afcen'dThe wcrc landed, the heights of Abraham appeared

\'^braham
heforc them, which rife abruptly, with a fleep

afcent, from the banks of the river. A little path

flanted up the hill from the landing-place, fo nar-

row that two could not go abreaft ; and even this

was entrenched, and defended by a captain's

guard. Thefe difficulties, however difcouraging

and perplexing, ferved only to animate the troops.

The light infantry and the Highlanders, under

Colonel Plowe, afcended the precipice with ad-

mirable courage and aftivity. They were obliged

to pull themfeives up by the flumps and boughs

of trees, which covered the declivity. The cap-

tain's guard, which defended this pafs, was foon

difpei fed ; the whole army mounted without fur-

ther iroleflaiion, and were drawn up in order by

the general as they arrived.

Montcalm could fcarcely credit the intelli-

gence he received, of the Britifli forces having

gained the heights of Abraham, which he had

confidently deemed inacceffible j but, finding it
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but too true, and being confcious that the Brltlfli ^759-

fleet might deftroy the low town, while the high ^^e^ica.

town was attacked by the army, he refolved to

hazard a battle ; and, quitting Beauport, pafied

the river St. Charles, and formed his troops op-

pofite to ours.

General Wolfe, perceivinc:: the approach P"fition <»f

K , .
^

,.
^'^

, . , the Bridlh

of the enemy, began to form his own line, which aimy;

confiited of fix battalions, and the Louifbourg

grenadiers. The right of this body, was com-

manded by Brigadier Monckton ; the left, by

Brigadier Murray ; and the rear was protefted by

the light infantry, under Colonel Howe. As the

enemy difcovered an intention of flanking the left

of the Englifli, General Townfliend was fent thi-

ther with the 'regiment of Amherft, which he

formed en potence, that is, in a body which pre-

fents two faces to the enemy. His numbers were

foon increafed by two battalions ; and another

battalion was drawn up as a referve, formed in

eiglilr fubdivifions, with large intervals.—The ^^d of the

right of the enemy was compofed of half the co- f^"^^*^-

lony troops, fupported by two battalions of re-

gulars, and a body of Canadians and favages
;

their centre confided of a column, formed by two

other regular battalions ; and the remainder of

the colony troops, with one battalion, were pofl:ed

on the lefc. The buflies and corn-fields in their

front, were filled with detachments of Indians, and

the beft markfmen, who, previous to the engage-

ment, kept up a galling, though irregular, fire

upon the Britifh troops.
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^759' About nine in the morning, the enemy ad-

AMERicA. "^^"c^^ to the charge, with great fpirit, and in

good order ; but their fire, from its beginning

too foon, was irregular and inefFedual. The Bri-

tifh troops, on the contrary, referved their fire,

until the French had approached within forty

yards of their hne, when they poured in a mofl

dreadful difcharge, which took place in its full

extent. This fire was continued with great deli-

Ouebe''^
beration and fpirit, and the enemy began to give

way on all fides. At this critical time. General

Wolfe, who flood confpicuous in the front of the

line, where the attack was the mofl warm, re-

ceived a ball in his bread, under which he funk

;

and was carried behind the ranks, where he foon

expired.* General Monckton, the fecond in com-

mand, fell immediately after,, and was likewife

conveyed off the field of battle. The command

now devolved on General Townfhend, who fhow-

cd himfelf equal to fo arduous a duty. Notwith-

* The circumdances attending the death of fo great a perfon, arc

deferving of a particular relation. He firft received a Ihot in the wrift;

but, to avoid difcouraging his troops, he wrapt a handkerchief round

his hand, and continued giving orders without the Icaft emotion. Soon

after, he received another ball in his bellj', which he likewife concealed,

and exerted himfelf as before. But a third ball, more fatal, pierced his

bread; under which he funk, and was carried off to a fmall diftance in

the rear. As he lay ftruggling with the anguifh and weaknefs of three

grievous wounds, he feemed only felicitous about the fortune of the

battle. He begged one who attended him, to fiipport him to view the

field ; but as he found that the approach of death had dimmed and con^

fufed his fight, he defued an officer to give him an account of what he

faw. The officer anfwered, that the enemy feemed broken. He re-

jjcated his quedion a few minutes after, with much anxiety ; when h©

was told, that the enemy was totally routed, and that they fled if» alj

parts. " Then," faid he, " I am fatisfied;" and he immediately ex

-

pitcd.
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ftanding the difcouraging circumftance of lofmg ^759»

two generals, the troops preferved their fpirit, and j^mj^ica.

every regiment feemed to exert itfelf with a view

to its own peculiar charafter. The grenadiers

preffed on with their bayonets, and foon broke

the centre of the enemy ; when the Highlanders,

drawing their broad fwords, fell in among them

with irrefiftable impetuofity, and drove them with French de-

great flaughter into the town. Colonel Howe,

with his light infantry, maintained his ftation on

the left during the whole adion, aud entirely pre-

vented the attempts of the Indians and Canadians

upon that quarter.

Victory had fcarcely declared in favour of

the Britifh forces, when a new enemy appeared,

which threatened to put all again to the hazard.

M. Bougainville, who had been detached up the

river, had turned back, on being informed thatL,

the Britifti troops had gained the heights of A-
braham, and now appeared in the rear with a

body of 2000 men. Fortunately, he arrived too

late to have any {hare in the battle. The main

body of the French army, was broken and dif-

perfed ; and General Townfhend eftablifhed his

rear fo efFeftually, that Bougainville, after a feeble

attempt, thought proper to retire among woods

and fwamps, where the Britifh commander wifely

declined following him.

Montcalm was mortally wounded in the en-

gagement, and conveyed into Quebec. His fe-

cond in command likewife received a wound, of

which he afterwards died on board an Englifti

iliip. About I GOO of the enemy, including a
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^759 ' great number of officers, were taken prifouers *

isrEBLicji.
^^^^ about 500 were flain on the field of battle.—-*

If we except the death of General Wolfe, and

refleft on the importance of the vidory, the lofs

of the BritiHi troops was quite inconfiderable. It

did not amount' to above 500 men.

ciiaraaer The death of this great general, was a national

GeiiWoife. misfortune ; and, perhaps, our lofs that day was

greater, than the conqueft of Canada was advan-

tageous. Never was honour more firmly efta-

blifned upon the principles of virtue, than in him.

He feemed formed by nature for mihtary great-

nefs. Kis memory was retentive, his judgment

deep, his comprehenfion quick and clear, and his

capacity extenfive. His pafiion for glory, prompt-

ed him to acquire every fpecies ot military know-

ledge, that fludy could comprehend, or adtual

feivice illuftrate or confirm. With the true fire

of a foldier, he pofleffed the milder qualifications

of the man. He was generous, gentle, com-

placent, and humane. Contemning every little

art for the acquifition of wealth, he fcorned to

prolong a burthenfome war, to enrich himfelf

with the fpoils of his country. His rank in the

army, was owing to no parhamentary intereft,

nor family-connedions : merit alone raifed him
;

and that great man, whofe comprehenfive genius

directed the operations of the war, had long dif-

covered his abilities, and marked him for his own.

If we view his fate with the eye of a foldier, it

was, of all others, the mod to be envied, by

thofe who have a true relifn for military glory.

He had happily effected the enterprife in which
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he was engaged, fully anfwered the expe£lat*ions '759^

of his country, and, expiring in the arms of vie- ^mer,ca.

tory, left, to future times, an heroic example of

military fkill, difcipline, and fortitude. But, tho'

he thus expired with every circumftance of glory

that could grace the death of a foldier, it is ftill

to be regretted, that he did not furvive to enjoy

thofe honours, which his great merit claimed, and

which his country would have delighted to beftow

on him.

Immediately after the adion. Admiral Saun-

ders, who had all along fpiritedly co-operated

with the land-forces for the advantage of the fer-

vice, failed up with an intention to attack the

lower town, while General Townlhend was pre-

paring to aifault the upper part. This double

attack, was anticipated by a propofal of capitula-

tion from the town : which, after mature deli- Qnetec fur»

renders.

beration, was accepted, and figned on the i8th

of September. The terms were honourable to

the garrifon, and advantageous to the inhabitants,

who were allowed the free exercife of their re-

ligion, and the polfeflion of their civil rights, un-

til a general peace fliould decide their future con-

dition.—-The fortifiqations were in tolerable or-

der ; but the houfes were entirely demoliflied.

General Murray, with a garrifon of 5000 men,

was left to defend the place ; and the remainder

returned to England with the fleet, which failed

foon, left it fhould be locked up by the froft in

the river St. Laurence.—Brigadier Monckton was

conveyed to New-York, where he happily reco-

vered of his wound.

K k
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1759* Thus was the conquefl: of Quebec happily

vMERicA. completed ; an enterprife which ftrongly proves,

that intrepidity and perfeverance will get the bet-

ter of obilacies apparently infurmountable. V/hen

we confider the ftrength of the country, the num-

bers of the befieged, and the advanced feafon at

which the attack was commenced ; the fuccefs

which attended it, is matter of the greatell: afto-

nifhment. Every manoeuvre difplayed the judge-

ment and genius of the general, and the bravery

of the troops. It is but juftice to the navy, to

obferve, that they co-operated with an unanimity,

ardour, and perfeverance, never enough to be

commended.

The news of this important conqueft, arrived

in England but a few days after the exprefs which

General Wolfe had fent off after the affair of

Montmorenci. The defpondency occafioned by

the latter, was great. The conquefl of Canada

was a meafure ardently wiflied for by the people,

and, from their high opinion of Wolfe, they were

almofl affured of fuccefs ; but, when be began to

doubt, they thought they had juil reafon to de-

fpair. It is difficult to defcribe the various and

mixed emotions, with which every one was efFeded,

when intelligence was brought, of Quebec's being

taken, and General Wolfe killed. The fudden

tranfition from fuch a dejection to the higheft joy,

mixed with grief and pity at the fate of the gene-

ral, was lingular and affecting. The rapture ^nd

riot which the news excited among the populace,

were blended with the praife of the gallant Wolfe

;

and the fort of mourning triumph which every
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where manifefted itfelf, while it did honour to the ^759'

memory of the general, difplayed the generous America.

and humane feelings of the people.*

Tfie French army, foon after the furrender of French ar-

Quebec, retired to Montreal and Trois Rivieres,
™'^ ''^^"'"'

the only places of any confequence they had left

in Canada. The country along the river, was

laid wafte for a confiderable extent, to deprive the

French troops of fubfiftence, and fo render any

attempt for recovering Quebec in the winter abor-

tive ; a meafure, which, however repugnant to

humanity, was judged to be abfolutely neceflary.

• " A little circumftance was talked of at that time, and it deferves

to be recorded, as it fliows a finenefs of fentiment, and a juflnefs of

thinking in the lower kind of people, that is rarely met with even

among perfons of education. The mother of General Wolfe was an

objecft marked out for pity, by great and peculiar diftrefs ; the public

wound pierced her mind with a particular afflidion, who had expe-

rienced the dutiful fon, the amiable domeftic charader, whilfl: the

world admired the accomplifhed officer. Within a few months, fhc

had loft her hufband ; (he now loft this fon, her only child. The po-

pulace of the village where (lie lived, unanimoufly agreed to admit no
illuminations or firings, or any other fign of rejoicing whatever near

her houfe, left they (hould feem, by an ill-timed triumph, to infult

over her grief. There was a juftne/s in this ; and whoever knows the

people, knows that they made no fmall facrlfice on this occafion,"

K k 2 C li A P,
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CHAP. XXII.

General Lally bejleges Madrafs—Obliged to ra'ife tht

fiege—Major Brereton repulfed-—Lally completely

routed by Colonel Coote—'Third engagement be-

tween FocQck and d'Jcbe—Treachery of the Dutch

chajiijed.

"^159'

ASIA.

X HE French force in the Eaft-Indies, was highly

refpeftable; and there was juft reafon for them to

hope, that the loifes they fuftained in other parts

of the world, would be balanced by their fuccefles

pen. Lally j^ this.—We left General Lally making prepara-
iays iiege to .

7 o j i

Madrafs. tions to beficge Madrafs.* On the 14th of De-

cember 1758, he advanced with his whole force

to attack the place ; while the Britifli detachments

retreated into the garrifon. The inhabitants were

thrown into the utmoft conflernation 5 and it re-

"mxsasi^Bsms^^^memissitB^isiimii

* This town was built about an hundred years ago, by one William

l.anghorne, in the country of Arcot, and by the fea-fide. It is placed

in the midfl of a fandy tra£l, altogether dry ; jjnd there is no water fit

for drinking, but what is fetched from the diftance of more than a mile.

It has increafed fo much fince its eftablilhment, that it has been divided

into three diftrifts. The firft of thefe, known in Europe by the name

of Fort St. George, and in India by that of the White Town, is occu-

pied by about 500 Englifh. It is defended only by a flight wall, and

fppr ill-con fir U(^cd baOions. To the north, lies the Black Town, which

is larger, and ftiU worfe fortified ; and is the quarter where the Jews,

Armenians, Moors, and the richell Indians, rcfide. Beyond this, arc

the fuburbs, which are entirely defenceltfs, and full of inhabitants. The.

three divifions, and the whole territory, which is not more than 15

miles in circumference, contain 250,000 inhabitants, alnioft all of therri

natives of India. The bufinefs carried on here, by the company, and the

private merchants, has rendered Madrafs one of the molt opulent and

important places in India.
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quired fome immediate addrefs, to keep up the ^759*

fpirits of the garrifon, and prevent a general de- '^^^

fpondency. For that purpofe, a fally was made,

under the command of Colonel Draper ; and, bad

the fpirit and bravery of the commander been fe-

Gonded by the troops of Madrafs, the town would,

in all probability, have been relieved from the hor-

rors of a fiege. After a warm and bloody dif-

pute, Colonel Draper was obliged to retire into

the fort; and nothing further was attempted with-

out the works, as the garrifon was not very nu-

merous.

In the mean time, the enemies batteries played

vigoroufly againft the town, but the artillery of

the garrifon was much better managed. The

French afted with a timidity, and want of judge- French

ment on this occafion, by no means fuitable to fous",

their national characler. It was in vain that Lally

attempted to lead on his men to a breach that

had been pra6licable for feveral days ; it conti-

nued open for a fortnight, and not one dared to

venture the aflault. To add to his embarralTments,

he was very ill fupplied with provifions, and he

found that the garrifon had received a reinforce-

ment. Defpairing, therefore, of fuccefs, he raifed anJ raife

the fiege that very night, abandoning forty pieces
^"^ "^^^'

of cannon, and retreated to the territory of Ar-
cot.—The failure of the French, in this attempt,

was greatly owing to the (kill and bravery of the

Britifh commanders. Governor Pigot, Colonels

Laurence and Draper, and Major Brereton, par-

ticularly diftinguifhed themfelves.

\
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^759' The tranfaclions of the war jn this part of the

^^^ world, confided chiefly of detached expeditions,

which are of too httle moment to require a par-

ticular relation.-—The troops under Lally, behaved

in the mod daftardly manner. The remonftrances

he fent home on this occafion, will paint the hor-

ror and uneafmefs of his mind, at the cowardice,

corruption, and degeneracy of thofe he command-

ed ; while the Englifli not only triumphed over

him, but reduced the opulent city of Surat, on

the wellern peninfula of India. On the i6th of

Engiifh ar- April, the Britifli army took the field under

?hc field,* Major Brereton, and pofiefled themfelves of the

important town and fort of Conjeveram, while

Major Ford flormed and took the city of Mafuli-

makes force patan. Thus a fea-coail, of 800 miles in extent,

^uifkionsT ^lo^g ^ trading and manufacturing country, fell

into the hands of the Englifli ; while the trade of

the French was confined to Pondicherry, and a

few inconfiderable places in the neighbourhood.

The coafl: thus acquired by the Englifli, adjoined

to the province of Bengal, out of which the

French were entirely driven by Colonel dive.

Those fuccefies, however, were, in fome mea-

but meet furc, balanced by a repulfe which Major Brereton

check!
^'^"'^^ with, in attempting to diflodge Lally and his

confederates from a ftrong pod he held under the

cannon of a fort. This clieck, which happened

in September, cod the Brltilh between 3 and 400

killed and wounded.—Encouraged by this advan-

tage, Lally was preparing to befiege Trichenopoly

;

but Colonel Coo'x, on the 30th of November,

took Wandewafli, one of the mod important forts
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@n that coaft, in three days time, and made the ^759-

garrifon prifoners of war. Ten days after, he took
^g,^^

Carangoly, which he obliged the garrifon to eva-

cuate. Lally, alarmed at this great fuccefs, de-

termined to rilk a general engagement, or to re-

take Wandewafh, which he befieged with 2100

Europeans, and between 9 and 10,000 Blacks.

He puflied forward the fiege, with the utmofl vi-

gour; but Colonel Coote came up with his army,

confiding of about 1700 Europeans, and about

3000 Blacks, juft at the time when Lally was a-

bout to ftorm the breach he had made. A long French ar-

and obftinate engagement enfued, in which the I^uud,'"
^

French fullered an entire defeat, with the lofs of

1000 men, their cannon, and all the Implements

of the fiege. Many prifoners of rank were taken,

and Lally, defpairing of farther fuccefs, retired

with his broken troops to Pondicherry. The lofs

of the Englifli in this engagement, amounted to

100 in killed and wounded; and, amongft the for-

mer, was the brave Major Brereton. This battle

reflefted great honour on the Britifli troops, be-

caufe it was obtained over Europeans, headed by

a general of no fmall reputation for his conduct

and courage. The Englifli loft no time in pur-

fuing their victory ; for they marched direclly a-

gainft Ghitiput, which they took ; and then laid

fiege to Arcot, the capital of that vaft province,

on the 5th of February 1760, and it furrendered

the loth, by which 300 Europeans were made
prifoners of war.

The fea operations in the Eaft-Indies, were

profecuted with equal fpirit and fuccefs. The
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^759* French had ftrained every nerve to render their

'
,, naval force -fuperior to that of the Endilh ; and

ASIA. ^ O '

had augmented their fleet to eleven fail of the

line, befides frigates and ftore-fliips, an armament

hitherto unknown in the Indian feas. Admiral

Pocock, though infinitely inferior in number of

men, guns, and fize of fliips, determined to pur-

fue, and give them battle.—Early in the morning

on the id of September, the French fleet were

defcried from the mafl:-head, and the fignal was

given for a general chace. The wind, however,

abated ; and the utmoft endeavours of the Britlfli

admiral, to bring the French to an engagement,

proved unfuccefsful for feveral days. At length,

they totally difappeared, and flood for Pondi-

cherry, v/here they were foon followed by the

j^efeatof Britifli admiral. On the loth, about two in the
the^rrenci

^fj-gj-j^QQj^^^ ^ fevcrc and bloody engagement took

place between the two fleets, which was continued

with great fury for two hours ; when the French

admiral, finding his fleet in a very fliattered con-

dition, fiieered ofl, and took Ihelter under the

fort of Pondicherry. In this engagement, eight

Englilh fliips flood the fire of the whole French

fleet, which confifled of fixteen fail. The lofs

of the Englilh vv-as not inconfiderable
; 569 of

our men being killed and wounded, and the

fliips greatly fhattered. The French did not lofe

Icfs than 1000 men ; and their fliips were fo dif-

abled, as to render it difficult to keep them above

water. Soon after this engagement. Admiral

Cornifli arrived from England, with four fliips of

the line j and confirmed the dominion of the Bri-
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tifli over the Indian feas.—It is remarkable, that ^759-

thefe two fquadrons fought three pitched battles, ^g,^^

in eighteen months, mider the fame commanders,

without the lofs of a lliip on either fide.

While the Britifh arms were thus fuccefsful

againft the French, a rupture feemed to • be in

preparation, from a quarter where it was leaft ex-

pected. Under a pretence of reinforcing their Treachery

garrifons in Bengal, the Dutch equipped an ar- Dutch.

mament of feven Ihips, which was ordered to fail

up the Ganges ; and rendered their fort at Chin-

cura fo formidable, as to exclude all other nations

from the falt-petre trade, which was carried on

there, and' fo to monopolize that beneficial com-

modity. Colonel Clive, who then refided at Cal-

cutta, thought proper to oppofe their defign. He
fent a letter to the Dutch commodore, informing

him, that he could not permit his landing and

marching his forces to the fort intended, as he

forefaw that it would be detrimental to the com-

merce of Europe. The Dutch commodore re-

plied, that he had no fuch defigns of a monopoly

as were imputed to him ; and only requefted the

liberty of landing, to refrefii his troops. A re-

queft, fo feemingly reafonablc, was eafily granted.

The Dutchman, however, continued fubniiflive

no longer, than he fuppofed himfelf unable to act

with vigour ; for, as foon as he knew that the

Iliips which v/ere to fecond his operations were

come up the river, he boldly began his march

to Chincura, and took feveral fmall veiTels be-

longing to the Engfilh, by way of retaliation for

the affront he pretended to have received. The
L 1
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1759' Calcutta Indiaman, in purfuing her voyage down

TTT the river, was likewife flopped by the Dutch

commander, and obliged to return to Calcutta,

with the complaints of this treatment to Colonel

Clive. That gallant officer v/as not flow in vin-

dicating the honour of his country. He ordered

three India (hips, which happened to be at that

time in the harbour, to proceed dov/n the river,

Dutch and attack the Dutch fleet. This command was

obeyed with great alacrity; and, after a few broad-

fides on either fide, the Dutch commodore ftruck,

and the refl of the ^ fleet followed his example.

The victory thus obtained without any great da-

mage. Captain Wilfon, who commanded in the

expedition, took pofTeffion of the fleet of the

enemy, and fent their men prifoners to the Eng-

lifh fort ; while, about the fame time, their land-

forces were defeated by Colonel Ford, fent by

Colonel Clive upon that duty.-—This contefl had

like to have produced a new rupture in that part

pf the world ; but a negotiation foon after cnfuing,

the Dutch wifely gave way to a power they were

not able to withfland, and were content to fit

down with the lofs.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIII.

Plan of the triple French invafton—M. de la Clue

defeated by Bofcawen—Admiral Hawke defeats

Confians—Detached naval tranfadions in 1759.

i HOUGH the French were equally unfuccefsful

in Afia, Africa, and America, they were now europe.

meditating a blow, which, had it fucceeded, would

have amply revenged all their lofles. A mafterly

and powerful invafion of Great Britain was pro-

jeO:cd, and their ports were filled with preparations

for carrying it into execution. Three embarkations Plan of the

for that purpofe were mentioned. M. Thurot, an

intelligent enterprifmg adventurer, humane in his

manners, and fortunate in his undertakings, was

appointed to command a fquadron of men of war,

deflined againfl Scotland. From being captain of

a merchant veifel, he had fucceffively become a

commander of a privateer, and was now a com-

modore in the French fervice. His birth was

obfcure ; but his notions, at a time when a total

degeneracy of the French prevailed, rendered, in

France, thofe abilities illuftrious, which, in Eng-

land, could not have entitled him to a lieutenancy

on board a fhip of war. The fecond embarka-

tion was to have been performed at Havre de

(jrace, and the other fea-ports of Normandy, and

was defigned immediately againfl England. The
third embarkation, deflined againfl Ireland, was

to be made at Vannes, in Lower Eritanny. The

L. 1 2

X



ife74 MILITARY MEMOIRS

^759' land-forces were commanded by the Due d'Agu'il*

EUROPE. ^°"' while a powerful fquadron under M. Confians

was to cover and fecure their landing Thefe

appearances were alarming; but they were greatly

diminiflied, by the excellent meafures taken by the

Britifli government. The Brefl fleet, under Con-

flans, was blocked up by Hawke, who at the fame

time detached fome fliips to keep an eye upon

Vannes ; while Commodore Boys was fl:ationed

before Dunkirk, and Admiral Rodney bombarded

Havre.

In the mean time. Admiral Bofcawen, who
had fucceeded Admiral Ofborne in the Mediterra-

nean, efFeclually maintained the honour of the

Britiiii flag. The French had affembled^ a con-

fiderable armament at Toulon, under the com-

mand of M. de la Clue, which fome imagined to

be defliined for America, while others conjectured

that it was defigned to reinforce the Brefl: fleet,

and to co-operate with it in the intended defcent

on the Englifli coafl;.

BoscAWEN having in vain attempted to draw

the enemy to an engagement, ordered three fiiips

of the line to advance, and burn the French vef-

fels lying clofe to the mouth of the harbour. In

executing this order, the fliips met with a warm
reception from fome batteries, which had not been

before perceived ; and, a calm enfulng, they fuf-

tained fuch confiderable damage, as rendered it

necefllvry for the Englifn admiral to return to

Toulon fleet Gibraltar, in order to refit. M. de la Clue feized

*

this opportunity of failing, and proceeded with

great diligence to the Straights. Bofcawen had
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notice of his approach, before he reached Gib- ^759-

raltar ; and though his flilps were not perfedly

ready to fail, he ufed fuch expedition, that, in two

hours, the fleet was out at fea. At day-light,

he defcried feven large fliips of de la Clue's fqua-

dron
J

the other five, and three frigates, having

been feparated in the night. The Englifh fliips

being newly refitted, proved better failers, and

foon' came up with the enemy, near Cape Lagos

in Portugal. After a brifk engagement, in which Defeated

the coolnefs and intrepidity of the Britifli admiral
Bofctwen

were equally remarkable, the French fleet was

totally defeated. The Ocean and Redoutable, two

of the bed fliips in the French navy, were run

afhore, and burnt : the Centaure and the Modefte,

two other of their capital fliips, were taken ; and

the others, with great difficulty, got into the

harbour of Cadiz.

This blow, however fevere and difcouraging,

did not deter the French from their intended in-

vafion of Great Britain. They feemed to derive

courage from defpair, and reflied their hopes in

the expeftation, that the winter-ftorms would com-

pel the Englifli fleets to take refuge in their own
harbours, and give them an opportunity of flip-

ping to fea, and putting their defign in execution.

In this expedation, they were not difappointed.

A mofl: violent fl:orm drove the Englifli fquadrons

off the French coafl:. Thurot, availing himfelf of Thurot's

this circumfl:ance, immediately put to fea, and
j."J^jJ

was as immediately purfued by Commodore Boys.

He had the good fortune, however, to efcape to

Gottenburg in Sweden, where he was laid up till

tions

Itrated.
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puts to lea
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J 759- after Chriumas, by the feverity of the weather, and

r.TTor.t,T7 want ofTiccellarics.EUROPE.

No fooncr Avas the ftorm fubfided, than the

French admiral, perceiving no enemy upon the

coaft, immediately put to fea. Admiral Hawke,

Yvho had taken fhelter in Torbay harbour, failed

on the very fame day, being the 14th of Novem-
ber. He directed his courfe for Quiberon bay,

where he expe6led the French fleet v/ould rendez-

vous ; and, after meeting with various difappoint-

ments, through contrary winds, on the 20th, he

cifcovered the headmafl fhips of the enemy, bear-

ing to the northward, between the main land of

France and the ifland of Belleifle.—The fleets on

botii fides, wxre the moil powerful of any employ-

ed in the courfe of the war. The Britifh confided

of 23 fail of the line, and the French of 21 ; but,

in number of men, and weight of metal', they

were nearly equal.

The ardent wiflies of the Britifh admiral, were

TiO\Y completed. The French fleet was within

his reach, and a general engagement inevitable*

He overlooked the difficulties he had to encounter,

tho' fuflicient to have checked the bravefl: com-
DJfficuitks mander. The coaft, beyond any almofh in the

vo encoun- kuowu world, was full of fliocils, fands, fiiallows,
'*'^*

and rocks, as unknown to the Englifli, as they

WTre familiar to the French pilots. The wind

blew little lefs than a ftorm, and the waves ran

mountains high : to which m.ay be added, the dan-

gers of a fliort day, dark night, and lee-fliore.

Animated with the love of his country, and fen-

fible of the vaft importance of the fervice he v/as
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engaged in, he difregarded every danger and ob- '759-

ftacle, and was refolved to run any rifk, than not ^^~^^
encounter an enemy, on the deilrudion of whom
perhaps the public lafety depended.

The conduct of the French admiral, was timid French

,..,.. , • 1 • -.1 J.
overtakes

and mjudicious. It was m his power, either to in a di-

fly or fight ; but he followed neither perfedly.
^"'"'"^•

Before he could refolve how to proceed, he al-

lowed the Britilh fhips to come up with him, and

then crowded his fail when it was too late to

efcape. The adion began about half after two, a battle

and was maintained with great fury for two hours.

Hawke's great aim was at the Soleil Royal, the

molt capital ihip in the French navy, and com-

manded by Conflans in perfon. He ordered the

mailer of his own fliip to pafs all the fhips of the

enemy, and to lay him along-fide of the French

admiral. The mafter remonftrated on the violence

of the ftorm, and the danger of the coaft. " You
" have done your duty," fays Hawke, " in point-

" ing out the danger
;
you are now to obey my

*' orders, and lay me along-fide the Soleil Royal."

His wifli was gratified ; and the Royal George

ranged up with the French admiral. Juil as Hawke
was about to difcharge his referved broadfide, the

Thefee, a French 70 gun fhip, nobly interpofed,

received the whole fire, and was funk to the bot-

tom. The Superbe lliared the fame fate, and the '" wi^J'^^^

Formidable ftruck her colours. In fnort, had defeated,

not the French been favoured by the night, their

whole fleet mull have been deflroyed or taken.

Seven of their fnips, after throwing overbroad

all their guns, efcaped into the river Villaine, and

about as many more made for other ports.
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1 759' The night which fucceeded this adion, was

^77^^ dreadful. It blew a violent hurricane ; and no-

thing was to be heard, but fignais of diftrefs on
A fiorm all hands, friends and enemies being blended in
luccecds, . _

'-'

one common danger. Humanity would have pre-

vailed on the Englifli, to have aflifted even an

enemy amidft fuch difcriminate diftrefs ; but they

perceived, that all efforts of that kind were im-

pradicable, and could only terminate in their own
ruin, without affording the fmalleft relief to the

which French. They therefore waited for the return of

K'ihdi^^''''
day ; and then they found, that the French admiral

fcattered j^^d Tun his owtt, and another capital fhip, the
remains.

. n •

Heros, on Ihore. His own fhip was burnt by

himfelf, and the Heros by the Englifli.

Thus ended this memorable and decifive en-

gagement, on the iffue of which the fate of the

two kingdoms feemed to depend. The Englifli

Lofs of the fuftained httle lofs, but what was occafioned by

^ol'jy'oc- the weather. The Effex and Refolution unfortu-

caiioix=d by n^te^y j-^n on a fand-bank called Lefour, where

they were irrecoverably loft, notwithftanding every

affiftance that could be given ; but moft of their

men, and fome part of their ftores, were faved.

In the whole fleet, no more than one lieutenant

and 39 feamen and marines were killed, and 202

wounded. The lofs of the French, in men, muft

have been great. Four of the beft fliips in their

navy were deftroyed, one taken, and the reft of

their fleet difabled, fliattered, and difperfed.—It

was remarkable in this engagement, that no cap-

tain was accufed, nor even in any degree fufpeft-

ed, of mifDehaviour or cowardice.
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A circumftance occurred at this period, which ^759*

certainly deierves to be commemorated, as it cha- europe»

raderifes the fpirit of the Britiih navy. Admiral

Saunders happened to arrive from the expedition

againfl Qiiebec, a little after Hawke had failed. A
long voyage, and the fevere duty which he had

id long undergone, could not deter him from im-

mediately fetting fail, to partake in the glory and

danger of the enfuing engagement. His good for-

tune was not equal to the generofity of his inten-

tions. He arrived too late to give affiftance ; but

his refolution was equally deferving of praife, as

if he had fhared in the vidory.

It was thought, that this a£tion would have.

been decinve of all future marine operations be-

tween the Englifh and French. The public re-

founded with exult'dtions on that account ; and

nothing but fongs of triumph was to be read in

our news-papers.*-—The French miniftry, how- French

ever, thought proper to palliate their laft misfor- ^° ^^^'

tune. They publifhed an account, in which they

exaggerated the ftrength of the Englifli j repre-

* An event which happened about the fame time, redoubled the

exultations. The French government authentically acknowledged itfelf

to be bankrupt, and ftopt the payment of no lefs than eleven funds,

for which their public faith was engaged. As if that had not been

enough, a kind of begging ordinance was publifhed, for all perfons to

bring in their plate to the mint. His mofl: Chriftian Majefty begarl

with his own, and afre(fted to retrench his table, furniture, and plate,

to thofe necelTaries which a man of 200I. a-year allows to his family in

England. His example was followed V>y numbers of his mod zealous

fubjefts ; nor were even the church plate and ornaments fpared. It is

true, the money raifed by this expedient, fell (hort of what miglit have

been expefled ; but it is certain it did infinite fcrvice to the French

government. It awakened a fpirit of what we may call compaffionatc-

loyalty, in the bread of its fuhje^ts, who now confidered nothing buf.^ •.
'

M m
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1759- fented their own lofs as quite inconfiderable ; and

EUROPE, concluded with afierting, that this trivial misfor-

tune would foon be repaired. This partial mif-

reprefentation was abfolutely necefiary, to fupport

the fpirit of the people, which was quite funk by

their fuccefiive defeats.

Besides the aftions of great fleets, many gal-

lant exploits were performed by the captains of

fmgle fliips. The Veftal, Captain Wood, engaged

the Bcllona, a French frigate, greatly fuperior in

men, and weight of metal; and, after an obftinate

conteft, which laded above two hours, took her,

and brought her fafely into port.—^The South-

ampton and Melampe, two Englifli frigates, com-

manded by the captains Gilchrift and Hotham,

gave chace to the Danae, a French Hiip of 40

guns, and 330 men. The Melampe came up with

lier before the Southampton, and, with admirable

gallantry, maintained a combat againft a fhip of

double her own force. As they fought in the dark.

Captain Gilchrift was obliged to lie by, until he

could diftinguifh the one from the other. At day-

break, he bore down on the Danae ; and, after

'.j.Wr'W.av.ggiw

the undeferved diftrefs to which tlieir Sovereign was reduced. Cities,

corporations, and companies, poured in their voluntary contributions,

for repairing their marine ; and their armies in Germany, were recruited

with greater facility, and lefs expence, than ever : fo that their force,

At the opening of next campaign, was far more formidable than was ex-

pedTied.— But this was not all. The Britifh, and tlieir allies, were im-

pofed upon, and thrown off their guard, by this pretended (licw of po-

verty. The operations of the war languiihed, on a prefumption that

the French could not continue it, and that they muft of courle agree

to fuch terms as Great Britain (hould impofe. In thefe prefumptions,

however, we were deceived ; for the French, at the very time when
they declared themfclves bankrupt, had eleven millions flerling in th?ir

trcafurv.
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a brlik engagement, in which fhe had 40 men '^159-

killed, and many wounded, compelled her to fur- eurofe.

render. This victory, however, proved fatal to

the gallant Gilchrilt. He received a wound in

the fhoulder, which, though it did not deprive

him of life, rendered him incapable of future ler-

vice.—On the 1 4th of April, the Achilles of 60

guns, commanded by Captain Barrington, en-

countered, to the weflward of Cape Finifterre, a

French fliip of equal force, called the Count de

St. Florentine, under the command of the Sieur

de Montay. After an engagement of two hours,

in which the French captain was flain, and 116 '

of his men killed or wounded, the Count de St. -

Florentine (truck her colours. She was fo much
damaged, that it was very difficult to bring her

into Falmouth. The Achilles had only 25 men
killed or'wounded.—On the 27th of March, Capt.

Faulkner of the Windfor, of 60 guns, difcovered

four large fliips off the rock of Lifbon, to which

he gave chace. On his approach, they formed

the line of battle a-head, at the diftance of a

cable's length afunder. He engaged the ftern-

moft for upwards of an hour, which, after hav-

ing given a fignal to the other three veflels to

edge off, ftruck her colours. She proved to be

the Duke de Chartres, pierced for 60 guns, tho'

carrying only 24 ; and belonged, as well as the

other three that efcaped, to the Eafl-India Com-
pany.—Many other gallant a£lions were perform-

ed by the Englilh cruifers, in different parts of

the globe, in which the French were for the moi^

part unfuccefbful.

M m 2
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CHAP. XXIV.

Slozvnefs of the allies and French—Battle of Corbach

•:—General Glaubitzfurprifed and defeated—rrBat-.

tie of Warbourg—Hereditary Brince furprifes a

body of French at Zierenberg—-Marburg taken by

Gen. Bulow, who is defeated by Monf. Stainville—

;

Expedition of the Hereditary Prince to the Rhine

'—Wefel befieged—Battle of Campen—Siege of

Wefel raifed-^Death a?id charadcr of George 11,

S760.

eUROPE.
W E have already remarked the implacability of

the contending powers in Germany : their accu-

mulated diftreffes, and difappointments, feemed

only to increafe their mutual rancour. Whatever

might be the real fentiments of the people of

Great Britain, refpcfting the German "war, they

were unwilling to diftrefs their venerable monarch,

in the evening of his days, by abandoning his

eleftoral dominions, which were always upper-

molf in his heart. The fuccefles of Prince Fer-

dinand, though rather fplendid than folid, had

likewife imprelTed the public with a high opinion

of his martial abilities ; and they flattered them-

felves, that every campaign would prove decifive

in his favour. The miniftry continued to enforce

and improve the fame vi'ay of reafoning ; but it

could not, however, be difguifed, that the weight

of the war in Europe, lay upon Britain, though

file had immediately very little intereft in the

event. This confideration, too glaring to be co.n=
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cealed, induced the Britifh miniftry to offer to ^7^'0'

open a negotiation ; but, however fmcere they europe.

might be, it is certain that his Pruflian Majefty

was by no means fo when he complied with it.

The two Erapreffes, and France, not to mention

Sweden and Poland, though they could not flatly

rejeft fo plaufible a propolition, were very little

difpofed to accept of it, and threw fuch a damp

upon all the expedients propofed by the neutral

powers, particularly King Staniiaus and the Dutch,

that the propofal came to nothing.

The winter of the year 1759, was remarkably .

fevete ; and Germany fuffered greatly from cold,

and fcarcity of provifions,* a circumftance which

forced the poorer fort of the inhabitants into the

armies of their feveral mafters j fo that thofe of

the Emprefs Queen, were now more numerous

than ever. The Britifh army in Germany, having

fuffered greatly in the preceding campaign, fix

regiments of foot, commanded by Major-General

Griffin, were fent to reinforce it, and were fol-

lowed by Elliot's light-horfe ; fo that, in the be-

ginning of the campaign, the Britifli troops in

Germany amounted to 25,000 men ; a greater

army of Britons, than had ever ferved before in

one place, and at one time, under King William,

* Though Gieat Britain was not aihidcd with the like calamltiesj

yet her people, in their private capacities, fliewed a regard for, and

ient a relief to their troops in Germany and America, that can be

matched in no other country. Some private gentlemen formed them-

felves into a fociety for that purpole ; and, in the beginning of

January, befides other generous provifions for the widows and orphans

of our foldiers, they fent abroad 6000 flannel waiftcoats, 6coo woollen

caps, 6000 half-garters, and 5000 pair of woollen gloves ; and the dQ-

aations of goyeniment were ecjually liberal.
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1760. the great Duke of Marlborough, or indeed under

EUROPE, tiny Britifli general, for two centuries before.

The French were equally alert, in their endea-

vours to make the campaign decifive. M. Broglio

continued to command, and his army was rein-

forced to the amount of '100,000 men, the fined;

troops in France ; while Count de St. Germaine,

with whom he was but upon indifferent terms, was

at the head of a feparate body of 30,000 on the

Rhine, that no ill confequences might arife from

any mifunderfhanding between the two generals.

The death of the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel,

which happened in the beginning of the year,

excited fome apprehenfions with regard to the

future condud of his fon and fucceffor. Thefe

fears were foon diffipated. That prince, notwith-

ftanding the ftrong prepoffeflions that lay againfl

him, exceeded even his father in his zeal for the

Proteftant caufe, by adding confiderably to his

troops that were in the fervice of Great Britain.

The operations of the two armies, were by no

means anfwerable to the great preparations, and

reinforcements, which both fides had made and

received. The campaign did not open, with any

effecl, till late in the feafon. Indeed, at the be-

ginning, the chief bufmefs of both armies, was to

procure provifions, rather than to fight ; and all

the motions of their detached parties, were to-

wards getting a meal, rather than a victory. A
fevere winter, an exhaufted country, and a late

fpring, w^ere calamities equally dilireffing to both

;

and each had a kind of fellow-feeling" for the

oth er.
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When the rigour of the feafon abated, the ^7^^'

fuperior providence of the French over the allies euroiei

appeared. The former, while they lay in their

cantonments, were fupplied with provifions from

the Rhine, the Maine, and the Mofelle ; while the

latter were totally difabled, by indigence, to un-

dertake any enterprife of confequence. The only

afliion worth mentioning, was performed by the

Hereditary Prince, who laid Fulda under contri-

bution, and expelled the French from it at the

head of fome Britifli troops. The whole of this

campaign, indeed, between the French and the

allies, confided almoft entirely of little detached

expeditions, planned and executed by this gallant

young hero. Thefe a£lions, however unimpor-

tant in their confequences, demand a particular

relation, as ftriking of intrepidity and military

knowledge.—The mifunderftanding between the

two French generals, Broglio and St. Germaine,

was productive of confequences highly advan-

tageous to the allies. Inftead of the one advan-

cing by Munfter, and the other by the landgra-

viate of HelTe, and leaving ftrong pofts to the

eaftward of the Wefer, operations that might

have proved fatal to the aUies, the whole of their

grand army united into one body. This meafure,

fo difcordant with the original plan of their ope-

rations, difgufted St. Germaine, an officer of true

military genius, who retired from the fervice,

Notwithftanding this, the French took Marburg

and Dillenburg, and made the garrifons of botb

prifoners of war.
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JT^o. The inaclivity of the German general, In tins

EUROPE, perilous fituation, has never been clearly account-

ed for. The Hereditary Prince, at the head of

feme Britilh regiments, endeavoured to retrieve

it. The French army had hitherto moved in two

bodies, and the corps under St. Germaine viras

known to have advanced to Corbach; fo that the

prince refoived to attack him, and to drive him

from that poft. By this time, however, the junc-

tion of the French army was formed ; and the

prince, inftead of encountering 10,000 foot, and

17 fquadrons of horfc, which were the number

St. Germaine commanded, fell in with the whole

French army, and that too with fuch refolution,

as rendered his retreat, after he had difcovered

his miftake, almofi: impradicable. The French

were frelli, numerous, and well formed. The
Britifli forces behaved with the utmoft intrepidity;

but the Germans, both horfe and foot, gave them-

felves up to a defpondency (to call it no worfe)

which threatened a total rout ; while the French

were every moment pouring in reinforcements,

chiefly of cavalry, to complete their deflrudion.

Bsttie of In this defperate fituation, the prince put himfelt

at the head of Bland's and Howard's dragoons,

who perfeclly feconded the ardour of this young

hero. They foon checked the career of the

French cavalry, covered the retreat of the Ger-

mans, and thus faved the army, at the expence of

900 men, killed, wounded, or taken prifoners,

and 15 pieces of cannon, which were left on the

field of battle. The prince received a wound,

which, however, gave him lefs uneafmefs, than
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EUROPB*

lie felt from the mortification produced by this ^7^0'

defeat.

The allied army, during this adion^ retreated

towards the Dymel, and were now encamped at

Saxenhaufen. It was matter of aftonifliment to

military men, that Broglio did not purfue his ad-

vantage ; nor can the reafons of his inactivity, be

to this day accounted for. The Hereditary Prince

unjuflly charged himfelf with being the author of

a defeat, which did him and the EngUfli fo much
diflionour, and formed a daring refolution to make

reparation. He knew that Glaubitz, a French

general, was at the head of a confiderable de-

tachment, which were marched towards Ziegen-

hagen, a place of confiderable importance in the

landgraviate of HelTe. In order to relieve this

place, the prince put himfelf at the head of fix

German battahons, two brigades of hunters, a

regiment of huffars, and Elliot's light horfe. This

lafl regiment had been raifed only in the preced-

ing fpring and winter. Not a man amongfl them

had ever been before in the fervice ; but they

liked it fo well, that they were foon difciplined,

and made an excellent appearance : fo that the

Hereditary Prince chofe them, to form part of

his detachment ; and the event juftified his choice*

He was at this time about 60 Englifh miles from.

Glaubitz, who imagined himfelf in the mod per-

fedt fecurity. The prince, however, led his detach-

ment, unperceived, within fight of the enemy's

camp ; and, after reconnoitring it, he formed the

plan of the attack, which was of a very fmgular

nature. The fituation of the enemy was fuch,

N n
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i?6°' as to be inacceffible on their left, but by making

^~~ri a detour of two leagues, through woody uneven-
EUROPE. o -" o J

grounds; and the right was fecured by mountains.

The prince undertook, in perfon, the attack of the

left. He committed that of the right to his in-

fantry, who were obliged to climb up mountains,

to come at their enemy. Both charges were vi-

gorous, and both fucceeded. The enemy was in

a manner routed, before Glaubitz had time to

form them ; but they were routed with very little

lofs: and the advantage of their fituation was fuch,

that their main body retired from one wood to

another, while the prince was unable to bring up

his fatigued and harralTed infantry to the purfuit.

It was on this occafion, that Elliot's light horfe

performed fervices, that would have done honour

to the bed veterans in Europe. The prince, in

perfon, led them on ; and they alone entered the

wood, where their addrefs and difcipline were

equal to their intrepidity.

French de-
T K £ euemv, uuaBle to refill, them, were'

tachment cliarg^ed, and penetrated, five times; by which a
furprifed, ^ ^ f^. j r t/iu
and defeat- party ot 500, bciHg Icparated irom the reit, threw

down their arms, and furrendered themfelves pri-

foners. A great deal, however, remained ftill to

be done, before the victory could be complete. A
regiment of the enemy's huffars was entirely cut

in pieces ; and the main body, which had taken

poft in the wood, being in like manner furround-

cd, found themfelves alfo obliged to give up their

arms, but not till after a great flaughter. The

prifoners made on this occafion, befides Glaubitz

himftlf, and the prince of Anhak, were 177 officer^,
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and 2482 private men ; nine pair of colours, and ^1^(=>'

fix pieces of cannon, were taken. Upon the whole, Europe*

this engagement was, with regard to the captures,

one of the mod extraordinary aftions ever known.

The Hereditary Prince loft no more than 79 men';

but of thofe, 7 1 were Elliot's light horfe.

Prince Ferdinand remained all this time in

his camp at Saxenhaufen ; but, after this action. Motions of

he moved to Kalle, near CalTel. Upon this, the army.

French, who were very numerous, divided them-

felves into three armies. One of them, which

had formed their relferve, confifting of 35,000

men, palfed the Dymel at Stalbergen, under the

Chevalier de Muy, who had fucceeded St. Ger-

maine in his command ; another body, which was

their main army, advanced under Broglio him-

felf, to Kalle ; and the third, under Prince Xavier

of Saxony, took the route of Caffel. From thofe

motions, it was plain the French generals medi-

tated fome important blow ; and Prince Ferdinand,

at all events, thought it his bell courfe to pafs the

Dymel, and fight de Muy.

On the 31ft of July, the allies, having paffed

the river, and formed upon the heights of Cor-;

bach, came in fight of the French, who were

pofted to great advantage at Warbourg. The

Hereditary Prince turned the left of the enemy, in

two columns, fo as to attack them in flank and

rear with his ufual brilknefs ; but the French were

fo well reinforced, that he could do nothing effec-

tual. In the mean while. Prince Ferdinand or-

dered fo'me detachments to attack the French

bridges over the Dymel to the right, and he him-

N n 2
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1760. felf advanced to charge the enemy in front. It

muft be acknowledged, that thefe difpofitions,

had they been properly fupported, mull have been

decifive in favour of the allies ; but the flower of

their army, which confnled of the Bricifli, were

five miles behind : fo that, though the French, by

the efforts of the Hereditary Prince, began to give

way on that fide, yet their main body was at

liberty to retire, without putting it into the power

of the infantry of the allies to engage them ; nor

indeed did their commander in chief feem to have

been very forward to rifk his German troops. By
his own account, fent to his late Majefly, it is cer-

tain, that his attack upon the enemy's front was

very feeble, and, as he himfelf acknowledges, was

vmfupported by the infantry : fo that the heat of

the day fell upon the Britilh, whofe cavalry came

all the five miles upon a full trot, under the Mar-

quis of Granby and General Moflyn ; and while

General Waldegrave did all he could to haften the

march of the infantry. Captain Philips brought up

the Britifli artillery on a gallop. But though our

national troops were thus beyond all precedent

expeditious, yet they could not prevent the enemy

from making their retreat good over the Dymel.

The charge that was made upon them by the

Britifli cavalry, was [o gallant, as to evince their

ardour for retrieving that glory v/hich they had

been deprived of at Minden ; though their foot,

many of whom dropt down in the moraffes, thro*

which their long fatiguing march lav, could not

iecond them. The French, in their account, pre-

tend, that the brigade of Bourbon checked the
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Brltlfli cavalry; that the allies were greatly fuperlor 1760-

in number ; that the Hereditary Prince, in turning
g. J^^^

their left, was favoured by a fog ; and that the

battle continued, without advantaore to either fide, '^^"^'^ "^

/ Waiboury,

four hours. But it is evident, even from their

own narrative, that they employed mod of that

time in making preparations for a retreat, which,

with great difficulty, they effected over the Dy-

mel ; and that, upon the whole, they thought

themfelves viftorious, becaufe they were not com-

pletely defeated. In this battle, the great lofs

fell upon the Englifli, of whom about 600 were

killed, wounded, and miffing. But the total lofs

of the allied army was not publifhed, probably

becaufe it would have difcovered the great difpro-

portion between the fufferings of the Engllfn and

thofe of the Germans. The French, in their ac-

count, pretended, that the lofs of the allies were

fuperior to theirs. But that could not be the facl.

Befides great numbers of French that were dro\^ai-

ed in paffing the Dymel, 1500 were left dead on

the field of battle, and as many were taken, to-

gether with ten pieces of cannon.

The battle of Warbourg was more glorious,

than it was advantageous to the allies. The Che-

valier de Muy commanded but one of the three

French armies ; but the other two, without re-

fiftance, became mafters of Munden, Caffcl, Got-

tingen, Eimbach, and Ziegenhagen, where they

made a great number of prlfoners, and got confi-

derable magazines. Thus, though the allies gain-

ed a battle, they loft a province, tlie whole land-

graviate of Heffe being now in the French pofief-
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1760. fion ; nor was it clear, that, before the end oFthc

campaign, they might not become mafters of Ha-

nover itfelf : while all that Prince Ferdinand gain-

ed, was to fecure his polls upon the Dymel, and

preferve his communication with Weftphalia ; the

lofs of which mufl have been of the worft confe-

quence to him, confidering the fituation of the

two armies.

The French, however, had many reafons for

declining to penetrate farther into Hanover. The

country was fo miferably exhaufted, as to be inca-

pable of maintaining an army ; and fuch an at-

tempt, if fuccefsful, was inconfiftent with their

real plan. The two armies were, for a confider-

able time, inaftive in their encampments, on each

fide of the Dymel. ^ This inadion was difagree-

uble to the genius of the Hereditary Prince, who

appears to have made war in earnefl:, without any

lucrative views of continuing his appointments,

or the mean ones of fparing his Germans. It is

true, the great opinion he experimentally enter-

tained of the Britifh valour, coil our countrymen

dear, and was favourable to the Germans ; but he

dways ventured his own perfon equally with that

of the meanefl Englifli foldier, and they followed

him with pride and alacrity. While the armies

lay in this ftate of inaction, he underflood that

^2000 French occupied the town of Zierenberg
;

and he refolved to furprize them. He accord-

ingly polled a body of troops between that place

and Dierenberg, to cut off all com.munication be-

tween the tvv'o camps of the enemy. He nex^

made the ;">ropcr difpofitions for fecuring his re-
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treat, in cafe of a repulfe ; and, at the head of his ^7^0-

remaining foot, moft of which were Britifli, on the
^^^"i^yp^^

5th of September, they fet out in three divifions

for Warbourg, and by two next morning, they

were before Zierenberg. But, notwithftanding all

the precautions that had been taken for the filence

of their march, they were difcovered by a party

of dragoons, who fired upon them, and fpread an

alarm* On this occafion, the intrepidity and

good difcipline of the Britilh foot did them great

honour. Contrary to the ufual character of their French fur-

nation, of being too ready to fire, they made ufe
^^i^^^\^l^ ^

of their bayonets only. With them they drove

the enemy's picquets, who were on their guards

before them : fome entered the town, at the fame

time with the fugitives ; fome were employed in

putting the guard to the fword, and others in

forcing open the gates ; till, at laft, they all entered

the place, and, without firing, proceeded in firm

order to the church-yard, which the main body

of the enemy pofTeffed. The noife they made
was fo little, and the night fo dark, that the

French took them to be their own picquets, and

fuftered them to draw up near them ; when they

were attacked, and totally difperfed by the Engl-fli,

with their bayonets on their mufquets. In vain the

French attempted to fly from the gate. They were

every where oppofed, purfued, flain, or taken

prifoners. Every quarter of the town was filled

with blood, confufion, and tumult ; but the Bri-

tilh were victorious through all. They neither

killed, nor took prifoners, any of the inhabitants

who had not weapons in their hands j and, far from
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17^0- being intent on plunder, they even refufed to ac-

~ cept of the gratuities, which the townfmen offered

them, to fpare their perfons and properties. The

whole aftion of this noble and well-conduded ex-

pedition, lafted but about an hour ; at the end of

which, the prince found himfelf in complete pof-

feffion of the place, having taken two pieces of

cannon, and made 36 officers, and near 500 pri-

vate men, prifoners. He then confidered the dan-

ger of remaining, with fo fmall a force, fo near

the enemy's main body ; and regained his former

camp, without lofs or moleftation.

We cannot help obferving, that the Intrepidity

which the Britifli uniformly difplayed, and the

fuccefs which attended all their operations during

the courfe of this war, compared with the little ef-

feft produced by fuch amazing exertions of cou-

rage, fufficiently prove, that there was fomewhat

amifs, and too dilatory in the original plan of

every campaign, which no valour or partial fuc-

cefs could rem^edy. The advantage gained at

Zierenberg was glorious and cheap, for it cofl

them no more than i o m.en ; and yet, if we ex-

cept the reputation the Britifii gained by it, it was

dear when we confider its confequences. The

gallant prince found, as he might eafily have fore-

feen, that he could not keep the place ; and, by

quitting it, he loft all he had obtained, except-

ing a few prifoners, who were burdenfome to

maintain.

At laft, however. Prince Ferdinand put his

army in motion, in order to attempt to interrupt

the communication between the French and the
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Rhine, and the Maine, efpecially with Franck- n<^Q-

fort. As to Hanover, it lay quite neglefted by europe.

both parties. The French had their reafons, as

we have already feen, for not penetrating further

into it, than Gottingen ; and the allies pretended,

that they could not, without hazarding the en-

tire lofs of their army, attempt to difpolfefs them,

either of that city, or of Caffel.

BuLow, a Hanoverian General, was difpatched

with a ftrong detachment, to make inroads into

Watteravia, and the fouthern parts of HeiTe; which

he did with fo great fuccefs, that he pufhed on to-

wards Marburg ; which town he furprized, and Marburg

deftroyed in it, the French ovens, with confidera- a3taktn.

ble magazines of provifions, befides carrying off

their cloathing and military (lores. He at lad

proceeded towards Frankenau. The French, all

this while, beheld his progrefs with an air of fecu-

rity, as thinking it was always in their power to

check him. The matter became now to be feri-

ous, as they began to feel fome inconveniences in

their communication with Franckfort. Stainville, cen. Eulow

one of their beft generals, on the 13th of Sep- ivif'^stSi?^.

tember, attacked the rear of Bulow's detachment, "^''^^*

as it was palling the river Orck ; and not only de-

feated it, but, in all probability, would have cut '\

off the whole body, had not the aftive Hereditary

Prince, hearing of his danger, made a forced

march of five German miles, and arrived to his

relief. This obliged Stainville to retire to a (Irong

camp, where he could not be attacked with any

probability of fuccefs. )

00



096 MILITARY MEMOIRS
1760. In the mean while, a feeble effort was made

EUROPE, under General Wangenheim, another of the allied

generals, to force the enemy to abandon Gottin-

gen ; but at laft, on the 1 qth of September, after

he had palTed the Wefer, he was obliged to repafs

it with very confiderable lofs, and not quite to the

advantage of his military chara6ler. It muil be

acknowledged, that, in all thofe Ikirmiflies and ex-

peditions, the French fliewed la vigilance, and an

attention to their plan of operations, far fuperior

to thofe of the allies ; who either had concerted

none that were regular, or were entirely direded

by the motions of their enemy. The latter, on

the 20th of September, in confequence of their

defenfive fcheme, retired towards Caffel, where

they fortified themfelves j while Prince Ferdinand

ventured to do nothing, but to advance fo near

them as to obfcrve their operations.

More aftive, and indeed unexpected fcenes of

V/ar prefented themfelves upon the Rhine, and al-

moft on the frontiers of the dominions of the

Expedition States General, where the Hereditary Prince ap-
to the '

.

y r
Rhine. peared, to the furprize of all Europe, who thought

he had been in the further part of HelTe. It would

exceed our propofed bounds, {l:iould we defcribe

the particulars, by which this emergency, as we
may call it, was effeded. It is fufficient to fay,

that he had under him 20 battalions and 10 fqua-

drons, which he divided mto two bodies. One of

thefe palfed the Pdiine at Roeroot, on the other

fide DufTeldorp. The other divifion, which march-

ed by the way of Munder, paifed a great way be-

low at Rees, which lies almoll half.way between
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Cleves and Wefel. Thefe two detachments, not- ^7^0-

withflandjng the dlflance of the places, pafled the euroi'e.

Rhine about the fame time; and their manoeuvres

were conduced fo, as, in a manner, to clofe up

the French. Every thing fucceeded, as had been

projefted. As they advanced to their intended ^-^otions of
*^ J •'

_
the army.

jundion, all the French pofts along the Rhine,

with all their boats, fell into the prince's hands;

by which he was enabled to carry over his artil-

lery, and the whole of his troops : fo that, meeting

with no oppofition, his detachment again fepa-

rated ; and, on the 3d of Oftober, one divifion

took pofleffion of Cleves, and, three days after, of

its caflle, with 500 men ; while another laid fiege

to Wefel, and attacked it with great fury.

The rapid fuccefs of this expedition, did not

prevent its giving rife to many conjectures, and

fome cenfures, with regard to its utility to Great

Britain. Mod people thought, that it had been Animad-,

formed to favour, in conjunflion with a flrong thL'expedi-

armament which was fitted out at Portfmouth, a '^""•

powerful diverfion on the fide of the Aullrian

Netherlands, which might have obliged the French

to defift from forming an army on the Lower

Rhine, by which Broglio muft have become ma-

iler 6f Hanover. But this fuppofition was chime-

rical. Hanover had, at this time, in fad', nothing

to fear ; for, as w^e have often hinted, Broglio

might have become mailer of it when he pleafed.

We are therefore to look elfewliere, for the mo-

tives of this famous expedition.

It is certain, that it was not difficult to forefee

there would be great clafliings in the court of

002
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1760. Great Britain, concerning the vaft expence of

EUROPE, biood and treafure in which flie was involved by

the German war. Of all the loffes his Pruffian

Majefty had met with, that of his countries on the

Lower Rhine gave him the greateft concern, on

feveral accounts. He had many reafons to fuf-

peft, that a ftrong party in the Britifli minillry

were for a feparate peace with France ; and that

the laft convention, concluded between him and

his Britannic Majefty on the 9th of November

1759, began to be greatly condemned, chiefly on

account of its fourth article, by which his Britan*

nic Majefty tied himfelf up from concluding any

kind of peace, without the full confent of his

Pruffian ally. He was fenfible, as afterwards

proved to be the cafe, that if a feparate peace

between Great Britain and France was fet on

foot, it would not be in the power of the former,

to put him, by any treaty, in pofleftion of thofe

countries, which were held by the French, only

in truft for the Emprefs Queen. At the fame

time, we are to obferve, that the fubjeds of the

States General had not behaved tov/ards Great

Britain, with fuch gratitude and attention, as enti-

tled them to extraordinary confideration from our

crown. Upon the whole, therefore, it is ^mofl

rational to think, that the irruption of the Here-

ditary Prince (as was before mentioned) into the

territories of Cieves and Gueldres, was fecretly

concerted between his Pruffian Majefty and the

Britifli court ; and happy had it been for this

nation, if it had been as fuccefsful, as it was

bold, fpirited, and well conduced. As to the
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preparations made at Portfmouth, they were dif- "760.

avowed to be intended againft the Auflrian Ne- eukope.

therlands ; and their real deftination has never

been pubhcly owned. But it is certain, that had

they proceeded to the recovery of Newport and

Oftend, and even to overawe fome of our alhes,

a more popular fervice, at that time, could not

have been undertaken by a Britifti miniftry.

Unforeseen accidents difappointed the full

effe£t of the prince's irruption. One part of his

troops was employed in the fiege of Wefel, on

the right of the Rhine ; while another covered it

on the left. The fiege was carried on with great wefei

refolution ; and fanguine expectations were form- '^^^'^s^^*

ed of its fuccefs, by the flrong reinforcements

that were expected. The vaft rains that fell, fwell-

ed the rivers, and not only put a ftop to their

progrefs, but rendered the prince's communica-

tron with the befiegers over the Rhine, extremely

difficult. They alfo gave time to the Marquis de

Caftries, to draw together, from Heffe and the

Low Countries, an army of 30 battalions and 38

fquadrons ; with which he advanced to R.hin-

berg, which lay in the very heart of the prince's

late acquifitions, and drove the allies, with fome

lofs on both fides, from, their pofts there. He
then turned to the left, towards the convent

of Campen, where he formed himfelf very advan-

tageouily.

The prince had now apparently only two ob-

jefts to purfue : he muft either fight this fuperior

army in a pitched battle, or abandon the fiege of

Wefel, His genius fuggefted to him a mediumy
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Battle of

Campen.

^7*^0- Relying on the known valour of the Britifh troops,

EUROPE, which, as ufual, formed the flower of his army,

he refolved upon a furprize j and, for that purpofe,

on the 1 6th of Odober, at ten at night, he began

his march. Fifcher's famous body of irregulars,

lay between him and the French camp. Some
fhots were exchanged; the French were alarmed,

and inftantly drew up in a wood. By this time

it was five in the morning ; but the fight of the

advantageous pofition of the French, far from

daunting the Britifli troops, feemed to infpire

them with frefli valour. The adion, with incef.

fant firings, and repeated attacks on the wood,

continued from five in the morning to nine at

night. This perfeverance may be called obfti-

nacy by fome, and madnefs by others. The

prince animated the troops, by his own example
;

The prince but he was difablcd, by his horfe being fliot under
' him, and he himfelf receiving a wound ; fo that

orders a he M'as obligcd to ordcr a retreat, which perhaps

he might have done long before, without any

imputation either upon his courage or condud:.

The Britifli troops .were the chief, if not the fole

fuii'erers in this defperate action ; but the death

of none of them was more lamented, both in

Germany and England, than that of the Lord

Downe. He feemed to be born for focial and

gay life ; but the war no fooner broke out, than

he applied himfelf, with a moft furprifmg pro-*

grefs, to the moft laborious duties of a military

life. He formed, in the country, where he had

intereft, a handful of his friends and dependents,

by his own pains and example, to the exercifes
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<6f war, in which they were as complete as the 17^0*

bed regulars in Europe, and he had the glory to europe.

die as a voluntier at their head. The lofs of the

Englilh, in killed and wounded, were 1 190, and Lofs of the

about 500 were made prifoners. After the Ilaugh-
""^"^ ''^*

t€r of fo many brave men, in a battle which ought

to have been fought by others, it is but a poor

comfort for a Britifli reader, to be told, that the

lofs of the French was much greater ; though it

is fome to reflcfc, that the Britilli valour had im*

prefTed the enemy with fuch ideas, that they durft

not follow their vidory,—for fuch, indeed, it was

they had obtained.

The fiege of Wefel became now impradicable

to be carried on ; and the hourly increafe of thefe

inundations, had the prince delayed repaiiing the

Rhine, muft have rendered his retreat fo likewife.

He feized the firft opportunity; and his manoeuvres siege of

were fo well concerted, that the French did notiaifed.

attempt even to difturb his rear, notwithftanding

the vaft fuperiority they had over him, in all re-

fpecls, but that of courage.

Before we leave the operations of the allied

army this year, we muft follow them into their

winter-quarters, which proved more fatal to them

than the campaign itfelf, fevere as their hard-

Ihips had been during it, and unequal as the

fliare of fervice v/as, which they had undergone.

Upon the return of the Hereditary Prince to the several

allied army, the blockade of Gottingen was at- unfucSu!

tempted, and continued from the 22d of Novem- ^"^™p^=-

ber to the 12th of December following. The
operations that preceded this fiege, were as languid,
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tire into

winter-

tjuarters

'7^<^- as they were undeclfive. A Hanoverian General

i-uROTE. attempted to take Heydemunden ; but failed of

fuccefs, in a moll unaccountable, if not a fliameful

manner ; and the French defended Gottingen fo

Armies re- bravcly, thaC the blockade was raifed. Soon after,

both armies rather flipped, than marched, into

winter-quarters. Prince Ferdinand made his as

comfortable as he could, by having behind him a

country not quite exhaufted, and by giving large

premiums to the country. people for fupplying his

camp with provihons. The winter-quarters of the

Britifn troops, were in the city and bifhopric of

Paderborn, the mod exhaufted place of the mod
exhaufted country in Europe ; for fuch Germany

then was. Their miferable condition was in-

creafed by the extortions and villanies of their

Jewifh and other contractors, and the whole was

crowned by the difficulties of the roads thro' the

late rains. The confequences were, that diftrelTes

and difeafes of all kinds broke in upon them, and

carried off a prodigious number, both men and

horfes ; while their miiferies were embittered, by

feeing the French in a m.oft advantageous pofi-

tion, where they received, by the Rhine and the

Maine, all the comforts of life.

While our army abroad remained in this un-

comfortable fituation, the unexpefted event of the

Death of death of George II. happened on the 25th of
-^eoige

. qq.qT>£j.^ between the hours of fcven and eight in

the morning. It was occafioned by a rupture of

the fubftance of the right ventricle of his heart,

which was uncommonly dilated, and which, by

ftopping the circulation, put an immediate end to
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his life, without the fnialleft apparent pain. The ^760.

caufe of a monarch's death, is generally enquired Europe.

into with minutenefs ; and it was faid by the facul-

ty, that the cafe was of a mod extraordinary na-

ture. But, confidering his natural conflitution,

which was but a weak one, his extreme age is

much more to be wondered at, than his fudden

death. He died in the 77th year of his age, and

the 34th of his reign.

George II. though fcarcely of middling fta-

ture, was eredl: and well made. His complexion was

fair, his nofe high, and his eyes large. In his

drefs, he is faid to have affected too much of the

hero; but there was a natural dignity, even -in his

negligences, which befpoke him to be a king.

In his temper, he was peevilh and paffionate, but *-l^!y^'^^[,

by no means ill-natured ; and little things affefted

him, much more than matters of importance. His

underftanding was quick and clear, but not cx-

tenfive; and his flock of acquired knowledge, was

but fmall. He was extremely fober and tempe-

rate, and his ceconomy was greater, perhaps, than

became a king ; but though he feldom deviated

into generofity, he never funk into meannefs. He
had few favourites, and fewer friends ; and, tho*

he was fond of the fex, he rather fauntered away,

than enjoyed his time with them. He was polite

and well-bred, but in a ftiif and formal manner.

His condu£l as a King, was highly praife-

worthy. Though fcrupulous of blood, his ten-

dernefs never led him to break through the great

lines of public or private juflice. The capital er-

ror of his reign, v/as too ftrong an attachment to

V p
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1760. tlie affairs of Germany ; and he feems to have re-

;uRopE. %c^cd the title of Elector of Hanover, more than

that of King of Great Britain. But it is but

juftice to obferve, that his eleftoral dominions,

far from being benefited, were irreparably injured

by the acceffion of his family to the Britifli throne.

The enemies of his government, during the firft

twelve or thirteen years of his reign, accufed it

of fcandalous corruption at home, and inglorious

inactivity abroad. Though we cannot exculpate

his then minifler (Sir Robert Walpole) from the

firft charge, we muft at fame time repeat his

defence. He declared, that when he came into

power, fuch was the degeneracy of the Englifh,

that he was obliged to bribe them, even to their

duty. The charge of inglorious inadivlty abroad,

is far from being clear ; but it is certain, that,

during that inactivity, the commerce of Great Bri-

tain was filently rooting itfeif through all quarters

of the globe, and produced thofe glorious fruits

which we reaped when activity became neceiTar)^

In a military hiftory, it is neceifary to mention,

that, in this reign, a ftanding army was ingraited

on the Britifli conflitution. His Majefty encou-

raged a {Irift, but not a fevere, far lefs a cruel

obfervance of military difcipline; and he difcover-

ed a liking to thofe generals, whofe years ap-

proached neared to his own : but it cannot be

faid, till he employed thofe that were much

vounger, that his armies were in any excellent

condition. He was an enemy to no religion ; and

his mildncfs and toleration in that refpeft, will

endear his memory to the many fefts which di-
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vide and compofe the people of Great Britain. '7*^°'

The polite arts flouriflied during his reign, tho' europej

they were little indebted to his encouragement.

Having fald thus much, we may venture to

pronounce, that he died in the height of his hap-

pihefs, as well as of his glory. Had he furvived

a few months, his fatisfa£lion would have been

embittered, by the growing difcontents of his fub-

jefts, at the fufferings of their brave countrymen

in Germany, as well as the prodigious, expences

and fublidles paid to maintain that war.

His grandfon, George 111. afcended the throne

in -the 23d year of his age, under the happiefl:

aufpices. His firft fpeech exhibited the dignity

of a king, with the true fire of a patriot. Seque-

flered from all fhare in the meafures of govern-

ment while Prince of Wales, his talents for

ruling were little known ; but the amiable qualities

which diftinguiilied him in private life, gave hap-

py prefages of his conduct as a king. The deve-

lopement of his charader, however, and the enu-

meration, of his virtues, are not the province of a

contemporary writer, and therefore mufl: be left

to future hiftorians.

p p
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CHAP. XXV.

Situation of the Anftrian and FriiJJian armies-^-Bat"

tic of Landjlmt—Glat-z taken by the Auflnam—
King of Fn-ijfa marches towards Silefia, and

deceives Daiin—Returns to^ Saxony, and laysfiege

to Drefden—Seige raifed by Daun—Laudohn be-

fieges Breflau—Siege raifed by Prince Henry—
'

RvJJians enter Silef.a—Battle near Lignitz—
General Hulfen defeats the Jniperiali/ls—Ruffians

enter Berlin-—Battle of l^orgau—Conclufion of the

catnpaign.

1760.
jLi-T the opening of the lad campaign, the affairs

EUROPF. of the Pruffian monarch wore a bad afpeft ; in

this they feemed altogether defperate. Indepen-

dent of his capital enemies, (the Auftrians and

Ruffians) the Swedes began to be exceedingly

troublefome to him. They had fuffered but little

upon the whole; and the people, being in general

bent on recovering the countries that had been

difmembered from the crown of Sweden, ferved

with chearfulnefs, though under the difadvantage

of being very ill commanded. The King of Po-

land, Elector of Saxony, v/ould willingly have

appeared to decline any ihare in the war ; but he

was obliged, by the Queen of Hungary, and his

own family, as well as by the Emprefs of Ruffia, to

fuffer a body of Saxons to ferve in their armies.

The Duke of Mecklenburgh Schwerin, though a

proteftr.nt prince, entered into all the fcheraes of
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France and Auftria ; for which he was feverely ^7*^0-

chaftifed by his Pruffian Majeily. europi.

Frederic had, in the beginning of the war,

boaftedj and with great juftice, that he had feven

generals under him, who were not to be paral-

lelled in all Europe : but, in a few years, all of

them were cut off, without a poffibility of their

being replaced ; for, though one genius may fuc-

ceed another, yet nothing but practice can fupply

experience. He, however, (till kept up a creditable

appearance, and from time to time publilhed fuch

accounts of his refources and troops, as gave the

world very high ideas of his power. His fuccefTes

were not anfwerable to thofe reports. The Swedes,

the French, the Ruffians, and the Auftrians, were

ftill in the field, in the beginning of the year 1760;

and though, fmgly, they were no match for his

troops, yet, upon the whole, he fuftained great

lofTes by the continued repetition of their attacks.

The Swedes invaded the open country of Pome-
rania ; the Ruffians had an eye upon Colberg, be-

caufe it gave them a port in the Baltic, and the

pofTeffion of it would have faved them the march

of many hundred miles. He had all the extenfive

countries of Saxony and Silefia, which bor<ieF

upon the almoft inacceffible mountains of Bohemia,

to cover, while the eaftern part of his dominions

was next to defencelefs. Silefia is a flroncr and
fertile country ; but the manners and maxims of

his Pruffian Majefty, were far from being of a

conciliating nature, to a people, v^?ho, for many
centuries, had been taught to look upon the houfe

of Auftria as their lawful fovereig-ns ; fo that it
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^7^o- may be faid, with great truth, that nothing but

.rTTZr^ force could keep them in awe.

Such was the fituation of that prince, in the

beginning of the year 1760 ; and a more uncom-

fortable one can fcarcely be conceived. He had

nothing but empty fame, and the applaufe of

news-writers, to counterbalance millions of dan-

gers and difappointments he was every hour ex-

pofed to, excepting the immenfe fubfidy he had

from England. It would not, perhaps, be too bold

to fay, that this fubfidy, every thing confidered,

brought upon iiim all the misfortunes he after-

wards met with ; becaufe he depended too much

upon it, for the continuance of a war, to which

his power Vvas by no means equal. He himfelf

feemed to be fomewhat fenfible of this ; for he

formed a plan of operations, that were entirely

defenfive. His brother. Prince Henry, commanded

an army about Franckfort on the Oder, in order

to prctecL Silefia, the New Marche of Branden-

burgh, and Berlin, which, confidering its impor-

tance, is one of the moil defencelefs places in

Europe. He himfelf, in the mean time, lay in a

camp, mod: judicioufly chofen, between the Elbe

and the Mulda, in an almofl impregnable fitua-

tion, with 250 pieces of cannon in his front. The

conveniency of this pofition v.'as the greater, as

he was, by it, enabled, both to receive and fend

fuccours to his brotheri

liis Pruflian Majefly, however, was deceived

in all his defigns. The Auftrians were fuperior

to him in force, and almod equal in difcipline

and courao-e. Laudchn, a eencral who had hi=
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therto made but an indifferent figure, was, by tlis ^7^o-

policy of the court of Vienna, fet up as the rival europe
of Count Daun, whom the Emprefs Queen con-

fidered as a great general, but too inactive, too

cautious, and too unentcrprifing. The character

of Laudolin was the reverfe. His Pruffian Ma-
jefty had placed one of his generals, Fouquet, in

whom he had great confidence, near Glatz, fo

as to ferve as an intermediate affiilance, either to

himfelf, or to his brother Prince Henry, accord-

ing as circumfiances fhould prefent themfelves.

Laudohn's manoeuvres impofed upon his Pruffian

Majefty, and all his generals ; and were fo myfl:e-

rious, that Fouquet, believing his intention was to

befiege Schweidnitz, left Glatz uncovered ; upon

which Laudohn made himfelf mailer of Landfhut.

Fouquet, immediately abandoning the protection

of Schweidnitz, marched towards Landfhut, from

whence'^ie drove the Auftrians.

This was what Laudohn had forefeen, and ex-

pelled ; and, in the mean time, he fecretly made
fuch difpofitions, that Fouquet was in effect fur-

rounded, without a poffibility of being relieved,

while he was obliged to detach 2000 men, out of

the 15,000 he commanded, to preferve his com-

munication with Schweidnitz. It happened at

this time, that the Auftrians were animated with

a more than ordinary refentment againft the Pruf-

fians; nor could all the precautions v/hich Fouquet

had taken to fortify his camp, withftand it. The
Auftrians knew of the mafterly difpofitions their

general had made, and that they muft depend

upon their own courage f.ir fuccefs. Their be-
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1760. haviour was equal to their high expedatlons ; and

*uro7e it is hard to fay, whether the attack, or the refift-

ance, was the moft glorious ; but the Auftrians

were fuperlor, not only in their numbers, but in

their condition. The Pruffians had lain long on

the defenfive, and had been but ' poorly fupplied

with provifions, and confequently low in fpirits.

The Auftrians, on the other hand, had lived in

free quarters, and were in want of nothing that

could give them either ftrength or courage. Not-

Battie of withftanding all thofe difadvantages, the Pruffians

behaved with admirable refolution, and maintain-

ed, to the laft, every poft they polTeffed, till they

were driven by main force from one entrench-

ment to another ; and at laft, 4000 of them being

killed, the remainder, who amounted to almoft

8000, were obliged to furrender prifoners of war,

with J 8 pieces of artillery, befidcs colours, tho'

it was faid the Auftrians loft 12,000 men.

It is remarkable, in this war, that his Pruf-

fian Majefty, who, we have fome reafon to be-

lieve, fupervifed the accounts of ail his campaigns,

found means to exaggerate the lofles of his ene-

mies, and, in a farprifmg degree, to extenuate his

own ; fo that, candidly fpeaking, the true ftate of

his affairs were known only by the confequences.

But the defeat of Fouquet could neither be con-

cealed nor palliated, and its effedts appeared in

every d(;:partment of the war. Laudohn took one

part of Giatz by. ftorm, and the otlier by capitula-

tion ; though it was defended by 2000 men, and

above 100 brafs cannon. This, perhaps, was not

the greateft lofs. The important fituation of the
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^iace, and the prodigious magazines it contained, n^°'

were irretrievable ; and Sllefia was now open to europe.

the Auftrians.

Thus the city of Glatz, was, to the Auftrians, Giatztaken

the firft fruits of this complete viftory. His Pruf- nHans.

fian Majefty knew nothing of the prodigious lofs

he had fuffered, till he had heard that Laudohn

was preparing to befiege Breflau, the capital of

Silefia, and by far too capacious, either for its

ifortificatlons, or garrifon. But his genius, alone^

could enter the hits with his ill fortune. He de-

termined to purfue a plan fimilar to that of Lau-

dohn, but flill more myilerious, which was fug-

gelled by his own genius, ever fertile in expe-

dients. All Europe gave him up as loft ; and the

difcontented in England began, notwithftanding

the public prepoifeffions in his favour, to com-

plain, that we had gone too far in fupporting

him, as his fyftem, either of offence or defence,

was equally impradicable ; and that our perfe\>e-

rance in his caufe, would hurt us, without being

of any benefit to him.

They were foon- undeceived. As it was natural K.ofpmftir.

to expect that he would endeavour to retrieve wards sik"-'

his affairs in Silefia, the defence of which was his
''^*

main point, he made preparations for that pur-

pofs. Daun, who commanded not only his own
army, but in facl that of the empire, had not the

leaft doubt of his intentions; and, leaving General Daun fc-i-

Lacy in Saxony, followed his PruiTian Majefty

through Lufatia. In this march, the great fore-

fight and penetration of the Pruffian monarch,

eminently appeared. Daun's great objeQ: was, to
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1760. outmarch him. He had taken the fouth road 5^

EUROPE, and the King, after paffing the Elbe, and march-

ing through a woody country, was on the north-

ward ; io that he had the difadvantage of Daun,

in what we may call their race to Silefia. Daun

knew this, and availed himfelf of his fuccefs, by

accelerating his motions ; fo that he gained two

full days m.arch of his Pruffian Majefty, reached

Gorlitz, and proceeded with great rapidity to

Daun de- Lauban. This was what his Pruffian Majefty

expected and wanted ; and he had the admirable

addrefs, to appropriate to himifelf, the advantage of

Daun's two days march ; for he inftantly fell into

the route by which Daun had advanced, and,

paffing the Spree at Bautzen, he appeared before

the gates of Drefden j fo that the war now aifum-

ed another afpe6:.

Frederic, though he could not cope with

Daun's, the Imperial, and Lacy's army, yet was

fuperior to the two latter ; fo that the firft was ob-

liged to retreat, and the other to change its fitua-

K.ofPrufiia tiou *. and the King of Pruffia, being joined, ac-
Is^'S il(^PG to

Drefden. cording to previous, but eventual orders, by his

Generals Hulfen and Ziethen, left Prince Henry,

who was at Glogau, at liberty to a£t as occafion

Ihould require, while he himfelf formed the fiege

of Drefden.

We are here to obferve, that every plan con-

certed by the court of Vienna, is, like the laws

of the Medes and Perfians, unalterable ; and the

deviating from it, if not attended with fuccefs,

be the motives ever fo rational, has often proved

fatal to their generals. The Emprefs Queen, to
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pleafe her fifter of RufTia, and out of mere de- ^i^o*

cency, had inftrufled Daun, in the campaign, to europe.

make the prefervation of Drefden his capital ob-

jeft. He was then in Silefia, where he durft not,

for the reafons given, purfue his advantages ; and,

aftonifhed as he was, at his Pruffian Majefty's

mafterly conduQ:, he found himfelf, againft his

better judgment, obliged to return to Saxony, that Daun re-

he might preferve Drefden ; and his return left saxony.

Prince Henry at liberty to move towards Silefia.
oiefdenf

All the motions of this campaign had hitherto

been fo fkilful, that the reader, who underftands

the game at chefs, can fcarcely fail to find out

the fimilarity. The King of Prullia made the

mofl furprifmg, and the finelt moves ; but Daun
fliewed himfelf to be as fure a player. His re-

turn from Silefia, was much more quick than was

expected, from his phlegm and regularity ; for,

on the 19th of July, he and his army appeared

within a few miles of Drefden.

His Pruffian Majelly, however, did not fail to

avail himfelf, to the utmofl, of the ftart he had

gained. He befieged Drefden, which was de-

fended by General Maguire, an officer of courage

and experience. The operations of the fiege,

unlefs v/e were to recount particulars, can convey

no new inflruftion to a reader, who can form an

idea of the moft determined attack on the one

fide, and the mod intrepid defence on the other;

and the ruin of the finefl buildings that any city

in the world contained, by the inceifant fire from

three batteries of cannon, and mortars ; while

each party equally pradifed every art and ma-

CLq 2
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EUROPE.

railed.

1760- noeuvre ufual in fuch cafes. The approach of

Count Daim, ferved to redouble the fury of the

Pruffians, but at the fame time it confirmed and

increafed the refolute intrepidity of the befieged

;

efpecially when Daun found means to throw into

the place, no fewer than 16 battalions, during the

night of the 21ft. After fuch a reinforcement,

and while three armies were in the neighbour-

The fiese hood, (for the army of the empire, and that un-

der Lacy, had returned by this time), it would

have been worfe than madnefs, for his Pruflian

Majefty, to continue the fiege ; and therefore he

raifed it, but without moleftation from his ene-*

mies.

Thus ended this mighty trial of flvill between

great genius and great fagacity, and each fup-

poited by a proportionable degree of courage

and experience. The conduct of the Pruffians

was the moft brilliant, and that of the Auflrlans

the mofi: folid ; but, in the main, if any advan-

tage was gained, it lay on the King's fide, tho'

in fa£l the great game that was played between

them, remained dill precarious.

Laudohn, who was all this while in Silefia,

trufled to his being joined by the Ruffians ; but,

thro* their unwicldinefs and irregularity, they did

not arrive foon enough to make the campaign de-

cifive on that fide. Being ftill, however, in hopes

of their junftion, on the ift of Augufl, he had

his cannon and mortars in condition to play from

their batteries, upon Breflau. Count Tauenzein

commanded for his Pruffian Majefly in that city,

;ind a kind of military ceremonial at firft pafied be-

I,audohn

bffieges

iSreflaii.
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tween the two generals. Laudohn, partly in clvi- ^J^o.

lity, partly in compaffion, took pity upon Tauen- europe.-

zein's weaknefs, and that of the place ; and em-

ployed various arguments, which had more the air

of a French, than that of a German general, to per-

fuade him to accept of an honourable capitulation.

Tauenzein was too obftinate, and too unpolite,

to believe one word he faidj and thus, after they

had fought through all the weapons of foldier-like

courtefy, they drew the fword ; and nothing was

wanting, that could do honour to the befiegcd, or

the befiegers. Laudohn, from hoflilities, returned

to compliments ; and v/as anfwered only by re-

proaches, for doing the fame thing againft Breflau,

that his Pruffian Majefty was doing againft Drefden,

that is, ruining the town, without damaging the

the fortifications. Mean while, their was no ac-

count of the approach of the Ruffians ; but, on

the cth of Aueuft, an account came, that Prince ^H"°^
TT • ? r r

Breflau

Henry was within a few leagues of the Auftrian raifed.

camp ; which induced Laudohn, in a kind of

regular hurry, to break up the fiege.

The mod bufy part of the campaign approach-

ed. Tho' Prince Henry had obliged Laudohn to

retire from Breflau, that general, with a power-

ful army, blocked up Neifs and Schweidnitz,

and Vi^aited to form a junftion with the RufTian

ajjmy ; a jundion which his Pruffian Majefly had
long dreaded. The Swedes, amounting to 22,000,

had begun their operations ; and Daun, his prin- -

cipal opponent, was lying in wait to finiih all his

Jiopes,
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1760. In this diilracled and difcouraging fituatlon,

EUROPE. Frederic had recourfe to expedients, which necef-

fity alone can fuggeft, and fuccefs juftify. Find-

ing he could efted nothing in Saxony, he, on the

30th of July, decamped, and took the route of
Motions of Meiffen. Without tracino; his various motions, in
his Piiiffian

,

°
.

'

Majcnj'. five days time, he marched near 200 miles, at

the head of an army, encumbered with a nume-

rous artillery, and 2000 waggons. He paffed the

, Elbe, the Spree, the Neifs, the Queifs, and the

Boiler, with one Auflrian army on one fide of

him, under General Reid, near Bautzen ; another
-^•'^-' behind him, under General Lacy 5 and a third

in front, under General Beck ; and all this with-

out oppontion. After this aftonifhing rapidity, it

may, perhaps, be unnecelTary to add, that dur-

ing his progrefs, he obtained many, not inconfi-

derable advantages, over the Auftrian generals.

Count Daun, as we have mentioned, w-as

flill at Bautzen, with an intention to penetrate

into Silefia, and to join Laudohn ; in which cafe,

the often-attempted junction of the Auft]cians with

tlie Ruffians, mud have been effefted. Laudohn,

whofe army, every day, was receiving ftrong rein-

forcements, had been, for fome time, with diffi-

culty, kept in play by Prince Henry ; but the

delay of a few days muft have rendered the match

unequal, as the Ruffians were every hour advan-

cing. Daun was aftonifned at the efcape, for fo

we may call it, of the King of Pruffia ; but pre-

pared to follow him. His Majefty encamped at

Lignitz ; but found himfelf in danger, after all,

of miffmg his great aim, which was that of en-
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gaging Laudohn, before the armies under Daiin 'T^o.

and Lacy could arrive to his -affiilance, wliich europe.

they did before his Majefty could find that op-

portunity. But ftill Daun and Laudohn occu- jimaion of

pied different camps, the one on his front, and Li^ndRuf-

the other on his rear. They had taken poffeiTion ^''^" a'«^i"«

of an extent of a very ftrong country, no lefs tliau

30 Engliih miles, along the Katfbach, from Parch-

witz to CoiTendau, and had filled it virith lines

and redoubts ; fo that the whole appeared as one

continued fortification. Frederic, with all his fkill,

could find no way of attacking one army, without

being expofed to be ruined by the other. He was

again in one of thofe fituations, that had fo often

diflrefled him. It is yet unknown, whether he

owed his deliverance, on this occafion, to his

own wonderful fagacity, which fuggefted what he

himfelf would do, had he the fame advantages
;

or, whether he was not favoured by private intel-

ligence. Both might be true. Daun was tempt-

ed by the occafion which prefented itfelf, and re-

folved to become the aggreifor. He concerted

a plan with Laudohn and Lacy, for attacking his

Pruilian Majefty; while the Ruffians, to the num-

ber of 24,000 men, having thrown bridges over

the Oder, were to pafs it that very day under

Count Czernichew. His Pruffian Majefi:y faw

that his enemies could not furround him, without

their making one of thofe movements he had fo

long wiflied for. On the very night when the

Auftrians had propofed their great ftroke, he pri-

vately decam.ped from Lignitz, and removed to a

ftrong pafs, by which he knaw Laudohn's divifion

mufl march.
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EUROPE, executed his part of the plan, with profound filence,

in the night time ; but found the enemy decamp~

ed, and foon had certain indications that they

were engaged with Laudohn. It was thought,

efpeciajly at his own court, that if he had made

a vigorous attack on the rear of the Pruffian army,

it might have been totally defeated. But this

opinion probably did him injuftice ; for his Pruf-

fian Majefty, lorefeeing fuch an attack, had guard-

ed his rear with very ftrong entrenchments. In

the mean while, Laudohn had pafled the Katfbach,

and proceeded as far as Pfaifendorf, in his march

to Lignitz, where he was in hopes of affifling at

the mortal blow his Pruffian Majefty was to re-

ceive. The break of day, and the diffipation of

a, very thick fog, prefented to his eyes a moft

dreadful profpect, which was that of the whole

Pruffian army drawn up in array of battle, with

BstUe near" a ftrong artillery on its front, and pofted to great

advantage. This was the morning of the 15th

of Augufi:; but the aftoniffiment of Laudohn, nei-

ther daunted his courage, nor difordered his

judgment. Finding he ^ould not retreat, he form-

ed his army with admirable prefence of mind
5

and a moft terrible battle enfued, in which his

Pruflian Majefty, in perfon, was expofed equally

with the mean eft folaier ; his cloaths being fhot

through in feveral places, and a horfe killed under

him ; fo that it might be faid, he then fought, not

for dominion, but for fafety. Nothing, perhaps,

but his own perfonal intrepidity, could have gained

him the victory. His veteran generals were all
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dead, or killed; and his troops were but newly ^iC^o.

raifed, but they were brave and faithful. His Europe.

example infpirited their efforts ; and Laudolm,

•without lofing any of his military reputation, re-

treated to the Katibach, with tlie lofs (as the Au- Agreatiofi

ftrians themfelves gave out) of 6oco men, killed, fides,

wounded and taken prifoners, though the Pruf-

fians gave out he lod 10,000. Two generals, and

84 officers, were amongft the prifoners ; and the

trophies which fell to the vidors, were 82 pieces

of cannon, and 123 pair of colours. The lofs of

the Pruffians, was faid to have been 5000 killed,

and 1200 wounded.

Though the lofs of the battle, as has been vifioryiR.

before hinted, mud have been fatal to his Pruf-

lian Majefly, it did not prove fo to the Auflrians,

whofe generals received daily reinforcements and

encouragements from their fovereign. Daun, tho'

he could not fucceed in Silefia, turned his arms

towards other objeds. He detached Prince La-

venlfein and General Beck, with part of his ar-

my, to encourage the Ruffians to advance. But

the terror of the battle of Pfaffendorf, had made

fuch ?,n impreflion upon them, that they had re-

pafied the Oder, and w^re then marching north-

wards. This did not hinder Daun from blockad- CountDaun

ing Schweidnitz; and his Pruffian Majefty, having Schweid-

by this time joined his brother at Nev.'marche,
"^^^'

detached General Goltze to obferve the motions

of the Ruffians, v/hile he himfelf defeated the' b'-it> re-

corps of Audrians under General Beck, and ob- his Pn./^an

liged Daun to raife the blockade of Schv/eidnitz, ^'l^^"^^-

R r
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il^o. and to retreat precipitately towairds the heights of

Landfliut.

In Saxony, General Hulfen, on the 20th of

Auguft, had an adion with part of the Imperial

army, which attacked him with great fury, in

order to cut off his communication with Torgau.

Gen. Ku!- The engagement was hot, and Hulfen difcovered

the imperi- great military abilities ; for, befides the killed, he
'"''''' made 41 officers and 12,00 men prifoners, with

very httle lofs to himfelf. But he could not avail

himfelf of this vidory ; for he was obhged to

retreat, left the grand army of the Imperialifts

fiiould cut off his communication with the Elbe.

By this retreat, he loft his communication with the

>it :s ob- King, whofe mind and army was diftraded amidft

treHt, not a variety of objefts. The Ruffians were now

to'pfirfue^ marching through the Lower Silefia : the Au-
his victory.

f|;j-Jaj^s found no refiftancc in Lufatia ; and Saxony,

notwithftanding all Hulfen could do to defend it,

was upon the point of being loft to the King.

Such was the ftate of his Pruffian Majefty's affairs,

towards the clofe of the campaign. He had

defeated his enemies, without finding he had

leffened their numbers. He had gained victories,

but had reaped no advantages ; and all the pro-

digies of valour he had performed, did no more

than juft fave him from perdition.*

* The fitu.'ition of his Pruffian Majefl:y's,mind, is beft defcribed in

the following letter, which he wrote to the Marquis D'Argens, the

author of the Jewilh Spy, and one of his literary favourites ; which let-

ter bears, in its flile and compofition, undoubted marks of its authenti-

city, which was verified by other inconteftible evidence.

" Formerly, my dear Marquis, the affiiir of the 15th of Auguft
would have decided a carr.paisn. At prefent, that action is no .more
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A great body of Ruffians, under Count Czer- ^7^0;

nlchew, had now entered the New Marche of eurqpe.

Brandenburg ; and 1 5,000 Auftrians propofed to

meet them, under the Generals Lacy and Bren-

tano, at the gates of Berlui ; the whole amounting

to 40,000 men. The Pruffian generals, Hulfen

-and Werner, after a variety cf rapid marches, and

artful movements, endeavoured to cover that

capital : but their whole force did not amount to ^"^^"^„

.

i and Auitri-

1 6.000 men ; fo that all they could do, was to ans invcH

make a faint oppofition to the advanced body of

the Ruffians under Count Tottleben ; and to re-

treat, after throwing into the city, three incom-

plete battalions.

than a fcratch. A great battle mufl: determine our fate. We (hall have

one, according to all appearances, very foon ; and then, if the event is

favourable to us, we may rejoice. It required many ftratagems, and

much addrefs, to bring things to this pais. Don't talk to me of dan-

ger ; the iaft aftion cod me only a luit of cloaths and a horfe. This is

buying viftory very cheiup.

" I have not had the letter you mention": we are in a manner block-

ed up, in regard to correfpondence, by the Ruflians on one fide of the

Oder, and by the Auftrians on the other. A fmall fkirmiili was necef-

fary, to clear the way for Coccci ; 1 hope that he will deliver you my
letter. 1 never was, in the courfe of my life, in a more embarrafling fi-

tuation, than in this campaign. Believe me, nothing lefs than avHiiracIc

is ftill neccuary, to extricate me from the ditriculties that I forefee. I

fnall certainly do my duty, when occafion offers : but, my dear Marquis,

always remember, that I pretend not to conrmand fortune ; and that f

am obliged, in my projects, to leave too much to chance, for want of

being able to form any more folid. I have the labours of a Hercules to

undergo, at a time of life, when my ftrength fails me, my infirmities

increafe, and, to fpeak the truth, when hope, the only conluiation of

the unhappy, begins to defert me. You are not fufficicntly acqusii.tsd

with the circumftancesof affairs, to have a clear idea of ail the dangers

which threaten the ftate. I know, but conceal them : I keep all my
fears to myfclf ; and only communicate to the public, my hopes, or the

little good news that I can acquaint them with. If the blow that I nie-

dilate Tucceeds, then, my dear Marquis, it will be time enoygh to cx-

R r 2
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1760. Thus his Pruflian Majefly's capital, the proud,

/^VrZr- the envied feat of arms and arts, adorned with all

the improvements and beauties that a long feries

of wife princes could give it, the populous refi-

dence of the popifh, as well as the reformed re-

ligion, Vvas in a manner abandoned to the power

of inveterate enerpies, and barbarous conquerors,

who were pleafed with the near profped: they

had, of plundering one of the fmeft cities in the

world. The inhabitants were manufa£turers, Ihop-

keepers, merchants, and artifts ; but they knew

nothing of arms, and gave themfelves up to total

defpondency. The garrifon was weak, and be-

came prifoners of war ; fo that the former had

now nothing to depend upon, to fave them from
inivMlf i

prcfs cur joy : hut, till then, let us HOt ilaUcr ouriclves, for fear ibmc

exj^eifted bad news fhould deject us too much.

" I lead, here, tlie life of a military monk. I have much to think of

'about my affairs; and the reft of my time I devote to literature, which

is my confolation, as it was of the conlul, the father of his country,

ard of eloquence, f know not if I fhall lurvive the war ; but I am de-

ti-rmined, in cafe it ftould happen, to pais the reft of my days in re-

tirerrif nt, in the bofom of philofophy and friendship,

" V/hen cur ccrre'pondeiicc lliall be moie open, you'll oblige m€ by-

writing more frequently. I know not wlieie v\e ihail have our winter-

quarters. My houfes at Breflau were deftroyed by the bombardment.

Our enemies envy us every thing; even day-ligjit, and the air that \vc

breathe. They muft, however, leave us fon-e plact; and if it is laie, it

will he a rttreat lo receive you there.

" V/clJ, my dear-Marquis, what is become of the peace with France ?

"i'our nation, you fee, is more blii-.d than you imagine it : thofe foois

l;ft Canada and Pondicherry, to pleafe the Qiicen and the Czarina,

fleaven grant that Piince Ferdinand may weli reward tliem fcr their

7x-a\ ! I'lie officers, innocent of their evils, and the foluiers, will be

n.adc the vi(flims ; iud the iiliiurious oflct.c'crs wiii iw^ti nothing.

" 'I'hefe are the fubjccfts which offer themftlves to me : I was in a

wnting vein; but I fee that 1 muft conclude, left 1 iliould tire you,

a.id rjceicif my own bui"n;r.is. Adieu, my dtareft Marquis.— 1 embrace

V'H, &c."
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the worft of fates, but the mediation of the fo- '7^0'

reign minifters rcfiding at Berlin. This -proved far
jj^rope

more effedlual, than was expefted. A free exercife

of religion, was granted to the inhabitants : they

were to be protected in their perfons and efFefts
;

and it was agreed, that the Ruffian irregulars

Ihould not enter the city.
,
Notwithitanding thofe _

favourable terms, great exceffes were .committed.

The regulars, who marched in, deftroycd the

magazines, the founderies, and all the ware-

houfes of military (lores, of which they feized

immenfe quantities, befides artillery and arms.

The contributions that were demanded, amounted Berlin laid

to a regular kind of plundering the city. Eight heav^
"

hundred thouiand guilders were ordered to be im- '^"'^"'•

mediately paid down, and a further contribution

of 1,^900,000 German crowns was impofed ; and

it was with the utmofti difficulty, that the officers

were able to preferve a tolerable degree of difci-

pline amongft the barbarians.

Considering the exafperated frate of the

Auftrians, it was furprifing that the inhabitants of

Berlin fuffered fo little as they did. This may be

partly accounted for, by the great indulgences

and freedom they enjoyed in that city, which

made it the rendence of flrangers of all religions,

and from all parts of Germany; fo that it is

eafy to be fuppofed^, that the Auftrians (pIHcers

as well as foldiers) who entered it, had many
friends and relations there. This account is the

more probable, as both Auftrians and R.uffians

were guilty of the moft ungenerous and unmanly

depredations upon the royal palace. Like true
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1 760. defcendents of the Goths and Vandals, they plun*

dered the royal palace of Charlottenburg, deftroy-

ed the furniture they could not carry otf, defaced

the paurtings, and broke in pieces the noble col-

ledion of antique and other ftatues that had be-

longed to the Brandenburg family, and particu-

larly that made by the famous Cardinal Polignac.

The Queen's caftle of Schonhaufen, and that of

the Margrave Charles of Fredericksheld, experien-

ced the like treatment.

Amidst the numerous hoft of barbarians, one

general was found who deferves a better epithet.

This was Prince Efterhafi, who took pofleffion of

the palace of Potfdam, his Pruffian Majefty's fa-,

mous Sans Souci. Ail the ravage there commit-

ted, was, that the Prince, in viewing the apart-

ments, took into his cuftody, the pidlure which

he was told bore the greatefl refemblance to his

Pruffian Majefiiy, and two German flutes which

he ufually played on ; and even that, not without

aiking the leave of the keepers of the palace.

Ecriin eva- C)n the 13th of Ocxober, Berlin was evacuated,

cuated, af-
j^f^^^- rroanins:, for four days, under the fcourp;e

ter beins O
^
G' y ' o

gieatiy of thc Auftriaus and Ruffians, who left Branden-

burg little better than a defart ; having deftroyed

the country, and carried of all the horfes and cat-

tle they could find. The ccnfequence of this

blow upon his Pruffian Majefty, was, that having

no army in Saxony, his enemies, after leaving

Berlin, recovered all that eledorate ; while Stain-

ville, at the head of a detachment of Broglio's ar-

my, laid Hulberfladt under contribution ; and the

Ruffians laid fiege to the important fea-port of

plundered.
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Colberg. The Swedes, all this whlle^ were ad- ^7<^Q-

vanclng in the weftern Pomerania, and in Silefia. europe.

Laudohn invefted the fortrefs of Cofel.

Upon the whole, his Pruffian Majefly*s affairs

feemed to be now more defperate than ever.

When his enemies took the cities of Wittemberg, Defperate

Meiffen, Leipfic, and Torgau, he loft all his im- his Pruffi'an

menfe magazines of ftores ; and he himfelf was ^'^^J^''^-

clofely watched by a far fuperior army, under the

moft vigilant "general of his age, Count Daun,

without his knowing where to take his winter-

quarters ; fo completely had his enemies ravaged

his dominions. He had made fome movements

towards the relief of his capital ; and, upon its '

being evacuted, he paffed the Elbe the 25th of

Odober, as Daun did the fame day. Soon after,

his Majefty was joined by his generals, Hulfen

and Prince Eugene of Wirtemberg, but found

himfelf under circumftances in which he could

get relief only from defpair. His was not of the

blind, furious kind ; his difpofitions were as wife,

as his condud Vv^as intrepid.

Daun, that he might cover Leipfic and Tor-

gau, had fallen back upon the latter ; and his

Pruffian Majefty faw him encamped at the head

of 80,000 men, fecured on the one fide by the

Elbe, on the other by moraifes, hills, and woods,

with 200 pieces of cannon in his front, where

alone he could be attacked. His Pruffian Majefty,

undaunted by that dreadful objeft, acquainted his

troops in perfon, on the 3d of November, that

he would, that day, fet them an example to con-

quer or die.
I
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1760. General Hulsen had the command of the

EUROPE right wing, with orders to take poft in a wood to

the left of the Auftrians, and there to wait till

the battle fiiould begin. General Ziethen, with

the left wing, was to attack the right of the ene-

my, while the King was to make the grand charge

in the front. Thefe difpofitions diireded Daun in

his, and he made them in a mafherly manner.

Battle nf Ziethen began the attack, upon which his Ma-
orgau-

j^p^y haflcned his march. The fituation of bothr

armies was fuch, according to the accounts pu-

bliilied at Magdeburg, that either the Pruffian

right or left mud take the enemy in their rear,

and fo prevent their aitording any affiflance to

that part of their army, where the main attack

v.'as to be made.

It is inipoflible to defcribe a battle fo exten-

five and complicated as this was, in v.hich even

they who were prefent difagree as to their feveral

relations. It is allowed, on all hands, that his

TheAuftri- Prufijan Majefty, rapid and intrepid as his charge

defeated, was, was three timgs repulfed v. ith great flaughter;

but General Ziethen, having beat the right wing

of the Auftrians, m.ade himfcrlf mafter of fome

advantageous eminences, and, galloping up with

a flrcng body of horfe to fuPiain the infantry, the

latter, notwithftanding their prodigious Icfies and

fatigues, returned once more to the charge, and

fyroved viSorious. The enemy was every v.aere

routed, with 's^fh Daughter, after a continued en-

gagement from two in the afternoon to nine at

nio-ht, when the Aiiftrians were oblic;ed to re-

pafs the Elbe, which they did in excellent order.
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This battle was the mod important of any his ^V^o*

Pruffian Majefty had gained, and coft him the e~o7b.
deareft ; but it was attended with the mofl won-

derful, though favourable, circumftances for him.

He had loft, in killed and wounded, about 10,000

of thebeft of his men, befides 3000 who were made

prifoners. The lofs of the Auftrians, in men, was

not greater. The PrufTians, however, made a-

bout 8000 prifoners, amongft whom were four

generals, and 216 other officers; and were in pof-

feffion of the greateft number of warlike trophies

taken from the enemy. Both fides feem to agree, Auftrians

that the Pruflians victory was owing, next to their coun^ed'^'

own valour, and that of their King, to a wound ^°'^'

which Count Daun received in the thigh, and

which obliged him to retire from the field of bat-

tle, and to leave the command to Gen. O'Donnel,

who ordered the retreat. The pitchy darknefs of

the night, was equally favourable to both armies,

fatigued and exhaufted as they were.

The court of Vienna was furprifed, aftonifhed,

and afliamed, at this fudden reverfe of fortune. In

vain did the minifters of the Queen, in publica-

tions of every kind, endeavour to extenuate their

lofs, and to magnify that of their enemy. All they

could do, was to keep up the defponding fpirits of

their allies. They could not diifemble, that, be-

fides all the other difadvantages the Pruffians lay

under in the attack, the Auftrians were 30,000

fuperior to them in the field j fo that the palm of

generallliip and difcipline, was, by the public voice,

adjudged to his PrufTian Majefty, who received a

contufion in the breaft, and, during the hotteft of

s s
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T760. the a£llon, expofed his perfon, as if he had known
himfelf to be immortal. The confeqiiences, indeed,

EUROPE.
_

-
_

. .

decided, beyond all difpute, the viftory to be in

his favour ; for he recovered all Saxony, but its

capital ; and he was in no condition to beficge

that, becaufe Count Daun had polled all his army,

which was ftill more numerous than that of the

Pruffians, in that city, or in cantonments round it*

Conciufion In the mean time, the Prullian general, Wer-

paign, ner, had, after the evacuation of Berhn, been fent

with a body of troops into Pomerania, where he

obliged the RuiTians to abandon the long conti-

nued fiege of Coiberg ; and, after defeating the

Swedes in the wellern parts of that province, he

forced them to fall back upon Stralfund, and to

abandon the whole of Pruilian Pomerania.

On the fide of Silefia, Laudohn was obliged

to raife the fiege of Cofel, to abandon Landfliut,

and to retire into the Auftrian Silefia j while the

Kuflians had entirely evacuated the other parts

of his Pruffian Majefty's dominions, and the army

of the empire about the. fame time retired into

Franccnia.

His Pruffian Majedy loft no advantage, that

could poilibly be drawn from his victory at Torgau.

Pretending to have received great provocation, he

taxed the circle of Leipfic alone, not only in its

ordinary revenue, and in vaft magazines of pro-

vifions, but in two millions of crowns for the en-

fuing year ; a contribution, which London itfelfj

the richeft city in the world, would have found it

difficult to raife. All the other parts of Mifnia

were taxed in the fame proportion j and, eftimating
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the Saxons as beads of burden, he made the '7^o-

raifing 20,000 of them, for recruiting his army,

a part of their contributions. But no country

fuffered more from his Pruflian Majefty's fuc-

ceiTes, than the dominions of the Dukes of Meck-

lenburgh, which v/cre fo unfortunately fituated

with regard to thofe of Pruilia, that they were

deprived of rehef from their aUies. The treatment

which thofe Princes met with, and the hardfiiips

inflided on their fubjecls, were, perhaps, more

than fevere ; and are faid to have drawn from the

pen of a young Princcfs, who now fills the moft

auguft throne in the world, a pathetic reprefent-

ation of her family and country's fufferings, which

touched even his Pruflian Majefty, but made much
deeper impreflions in the bread of another and a

greater royal perfonage, to whom the letter was

communicated.

Such was the fituation of affairs on the conti-

nent W Europe, at the clofe of the year 1760.

That of the PrulTians was indeed become better,

but that of the Britilh troops was very undefire-

able ; while the Audrians and the French, by

preferving their communications, the former with

the Elbe, and che latter with the Rhine, enjoyed

comfortable winter-quarters.

$ s 2 . CHAR
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CHAP. XXVI.
-t

D'eftgns of the French general, Levi—Battle of SiU

lery—General Murray defeated—^ebec hefieged

'—Britifh fleet arrives'^-Siege raifed-—Montreal

taken—Cherokee war.

'ii' Notwithstanding the boafted fkiii of

AMERICA, the French, m defending fortifications, and their

flill more boafled bravery, the lofs of Quebec had

brought an indelible fhigma, both on their conduct

and courage. The retaking of it was therefore a

favourite objecl with their generals commanding

in Canada, as nothing Icfs would ferve to wipe

off the reproach occafioned by their 'pufillanimous

French ar- furrcndcr of that place.—Monf. de Levi, therefore,

th^LiV" early in the fpring, having muftered an army of

about 12,000 men, and being well provided with

every neceflary, took the neld, with the refolu-

with a de- tion of befiegiug that town. He began his march

t'a^ke Que- ^n the 17th of April, and, in ten days after, ap-
^^^' peared on the heights of Abraham, within three

miles of Quebec.

Brigadier-General Murray, who had been

left to command the garrifon, had put the place

in the beft poflure of defence, it was capable of

Situation receiving. He had originally only 6000 men un-

tiiharmy!' ^^^ ^^^^ Command, and no other provifions during

the winter, but what could be fpared from the

fleet before their departure. Owing to the feve-

rity of the weather, and living on lalt provifionsj
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(thcfe even being fcarce) the army had fufFcred ^7^0-

greatly. Upwards of a thoufand men had died ^^£^,^4,

of the fcurvy, and an equal number were fick,

and incapable of doing duty. The French had fix

frigates upon the river St. Laurence, from 44 to

26 guns, without one Britifli fliip to oppofe them.

There was no likelihood, therefore, of any fpeedy

rehef coming to the place.

In thefe diftrefsful circumftances. General Mur-

ray formed the refolution of marching out, and

giving the enemy battle, rather than waiting for

them in an extenfive fortification, where famine

and difeafe were devouring his little army. By
doing fo, he had a chance of fuccefs ;—and if he

failed, he had ftill the town to retreat into, which,

in that cafe, he was determined to defend as long

as it was tenible. Accordingly, on the 28th ofoen. Miir-

April, he marched out, at the head of 3000
o'Jt ^f Sue!

men, which were all that could be fpared from ^^^' ^° at-

1 n c ' 1 '
tack the

the town, agamlt an enemy tour times their num- French.

ber : but his troops were eager and confident,

and he could depend upon their bravery ; circum-

ftances which he confidered as putting them near-

ly on an equality with the enemy.

When General Murray came in fight of the

enemy,' he found their van advantageoufly polled

on an eminence covered with trees, and their

main body extended in one column, in the valley

below. He immediately ordered the van to be

attacked; which was done with fo much fury, that

it was inflantly broke, and drove, in the greateil

diforder, upon their main body, which neverthe-

lefs flood firm, and received the Britifh with fo
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ilGo. clofe and well-directed a fire, as threw them, in

their turn, into fome confufion. The French en-

deavoured to take advantage of this circumftance,

and extended themfelves femicircularly, in order

'' to furround them, and cut off their retreat. This,

liowever, by the good condu6t of the officers,

and the fpirit and intrepidity of the troops, was

happily prevented.— At laft, after an obflinate

flruggle, in which the Britifli loft about 1000

Gen. Mur- nicH, it was thought advifeable to order a retreat,

to^retreat^ which was douc accordingly, and effected in good

order, without being purfued by the enemy, they

having fuffered very feverely in killed and wound-

ed.

This misfortune, in place of damping the

fpirit of the Britifli troops, feemed rather to in-

fpire them with frefli courage. They were no

fooner within the walls of the town, than they be-

gan to labour at the fortifications v/ith redoubled

ardour. Although the French opened trenches

Qnebec bcforc the place, the very evening of the battle,

bciesed. ^^^ were fo very flow in their operations, that

it was the i ith of May before they could bring

a battery to bear. This gave the garrifon time

to make the beft preparation they could for a

defence. Accordingly 132 pieces of cannon were

mounted upon the ramparts, altho' a great part

of them muft have been ufelefs, owing to the

want of hands to manage them ; and General

Murray, notwithftanding his bravery, and that of

the troops under his command, muft have been at

lafl: obliged to fubmit, had not a moft unexpe£t?

C'A reinforcement arrived to their relief.
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On the 9th of May, a frigate arrived in the ^ /^Q*

harbour of Quebec, with the agreeable news, that ^^meric^.

Lord Colvil and Commodore Swanton, with the

fquadrons under their command, had entered the '^"f"'
^'"'^*-

1 ' anivcs,

river St. Laurence ; and, on the 1 5th, a fliip of

the line, and another frigate, likevvife arrived. The

two frigates were immediately fent againfl the

French fquadron, which was anchored above the

town, and, in a few hours, took, funk, or dlf-

perfed the whole of them.—Monf. de Levi no which ob-

fooner received intelligence of this difaller, than French to

he imagined there was a ftrong fleet at hand to }^^ll^^^

fupport thefe frigates
i'

and, on the i8th, in the

evening, he raifed the fiege, and fled with the ut-

moft precipitation, abandoning all his provifions

and artillery. ,

General Murray, who had intended to

make a vigorous fally next day, and had the gar-

rifon under arms in the morning for that purpofe,

was no fooner informed of the enemy's retreat,

than he gave orders for a purfuit ; but not being

able to overtake them, he returned, and took pof-

fefllon of their camp, which they had left ftanding,

with a great quantity of baggage, fliores, &c.

Montreal was now the only place of con-

fequence remaining in poifefllon of the French in

Canada. Here M. de Vandreuil, lieutenant-gene-

ral and governor of the province, commanded,

and thither the remains of the French army re-

tired. General AmJierfl; had projected the con- cen. Am-

quefl: of this place, which would make him mafler
J^r befie--"

of the whole province ; and had iflTued the necef- '"s Mon-

fary orders to carry his plan into execution* As
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^7^°' he knew the whole French force was aflembled at

AMERICA.
Montreal, his defign was, by maldng the Britifh

army take different routes, fo to hem the enemy

in, as would cut them off from any chance of

efcaping, to make a (land in any other part of

Eiitifliar- the country. In the profecution of this defign,

motkTn for ^^ Ordered Colonel Haviland, with the troops un-

that pur- ^jg,. i^js command, to march from Crown Point,
pole.

and take poffeffion of a fmall ifland in the lake

Champlain, and from thence to take the fliortefl:

way to the banks of the river St. Laurence. Ge-

neral Murray, at the head of what troops could

be fpared from the garrifon of Quebec, was or-

dered to advance by water to Montreal ; while

General Amherfl himfclf was to proceed diredlly

thither, from New York, with the main body of

the army, confiding of about 10,000 men, by

the Mohauk river, to the lake of Ontario, and

thence "down the river St. Laurence.

After a mofl; difficult and dangerous paffage

down this river, in which feveral boats and men

Montreal wcTC loft, the Britilh army arrived at Montreal,
beiieged.

^^^^ landed on the 6th of September, having, in

their way thither, taken the fort of L'lile Royale,

after a flight refiftance, and without' any lofs.

The fpirit of the French, feemed, at this crifis,

entirely to have forfaken them. The Britilh forces

were fuffered to land without oppofition ; and, the

Trench day following, being the 7th of September, Ge-
make but

j-jg^j^j Amhcrft received a letter from the Marquis
a laint re- _'

jcfifhnce. tig Vaudreull, with propofals for a capitulation.

The plan projected by General Amberfl, had fuc-

ceeded to his utmoft v;\m j and the French were
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^ntkely cut off from a retreat. General Murray, ^7'^o-

according to his orders, had landed on the ifland; .,7777^*

and Colonel Haviland had juft arrived on the

fouth fide of the river, oppofite to Montreal. Not-

withftanding the French were thus cut off from

every hope of efcaping, and the Britilh general

might have dictated his own terms, yet, as the

furrender of this place finilhed the war in Canada,

which was now entirely under the fubjeftion of Montreal
taken.

Great Britain, and to prevent the effufion of hu-

man blood, more favourable terms were granted

the enemy, than, in their prefent fituation, they had

a right to exped:. They were refufed the ho-

nours of war, but not made prifoners ; and were

to be tranfported to France in Britifh velTels, un-

der the condition of not ferving againfl Britaiu

during the continuance of the war*

A fmall fleet, confiding of one frigate, two

large flore-fliips, and nineteen fmaller veffels, hav-

ing on board troops and mxilitary flores^ had been,

fent from France, for the relief of Montreal ; but,

when they arrived at the mouth of the river St.

Laurence, underftanding that the Britifh fquadron

had got the ftart of them, they put into the bay a French

of Chaleurs, on the coafl of Acadia, for Ihelter. ^a'^'^";' ' delhned tor

Thev were, however, difcovered; and intelligence '*'« relief of
•' '

.

' °
. . Montreal,

fent to Louifbourg, where were feveral Britifli deftroyed,

men of war ; one of whom, commanded by the

Honourable Captain (now Lord) Byron, imme-
diately fct fail in quefl of theni, and the whole

fleet was either taken or deftroyed. Captain By-^

ron likewife demolifhed two batteries, which had

been raifed for their proteftioni

T t



war

33^ MILITARY MEMOIRS

1760. The French were eqiiaally unfuccefsful ill

~
I every other part of America. Having, by means

of their miffionaries, a muqh greater influence

than the Engllfh, over the minds of the favages,

they had debauched the Cherokee Indians into

their intereil; and there was reafon for beheving,

Cherokee that the Crecks, another very powerful nation,

would follow their example. Philofophers, and

philofophical hidorians, have indulged themfelves

in exhibiting flattering pidures of human nature

in its moft favage ftate : but there is the gTeateft

reafon to believe, from repeated experience, that

the American Indians, in general, have no fenti-

ments, but thofe of cruelty, revenge, and rapine,

which they never fail to gratify j and that they

are to be awed only by force.

Mr. Littleton, the then governor of

Carolina, knew this ; and, in Oftober 1759, he

marched, with about it 00 regulars and provin-

cials, 300 miles into their country, lying between

Keeowee and Charlefl;own. The barbarians, fee-

ing their perfons and poffeffions thus expofed to

immediate deftruction, humbled themfelves be-

fore the governor, and agreed to all the terms

he impofed. They even put into his hands, fuch

of their countrymen as had been guilty of the

greatefl: barbarities and murders upon the Eng-
liili, and gave him 22 hoftages for their perform-

ance.

Mr. Littleton, having, as he had reafon to

think, been fuccefsful in his expedition, returned

to his government : but, no fooner was his back

turned, than the very fame favages blocked up
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Fort Loudon, and attempted to take Fort Ed- ^1^°'

ward. General Amherft, hearing of this, fent ^„Et^,cA.

Colonel Montgomery (now Earl of Eglinton) to

relieve thofe two Britiih forts, and to chafliife the

barbarians, with a regiment of Highlanders, a

battalion of Royal Americans, fome grenadiers,

and the provincial troops. Upon his entering the

country of the favages, he burnt one of their

capital towns, confifting of about 200 houfes; and,

making war after their own manner, he fpread

terror and defolation wherever he came. He
marched on to the middle Cherokees; and, in his

progrefs, fell into an ambufii, where he had 20

men killed, and 80 wounded. Tho* the enemy,

in this fkirmiili, loll 8g men, befides a confider-

able town, yet the Colonel, perceiving that he mud
every day meet with fuch encounters as he ad-

vanced, found it necelfary to retreat to Fort

George, from whence he went to New York, to

rejoin the grand army ; leaving behind him, 400

men, for the protection of the province.—3y this

time, the garrifon of Fort Loudon, having con-

fumed all their provifions, was obliged to come to

a capitulation, on the 7th of Auguft, v.'ith the

favages, who moil infamoufly broke it, by but-

chering all the officers but one, and by carrying

fuch of the foldiers as they did not kill, into the

moll miferable of all captivities.

T t 2 CHAP,

\
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CHAP. XXVII.

Britijh lay fiege io Fondkherry—Fleet dlfperfed hy a

Jior?n—"^The garrifin furrenders—Internal revolu^

tion in India-—Tranfadions of Comte d'Efiaing.

i7f2; ^OON after the conqueft of Arcot, mod of the

ASIA, inferior fettlements belonging to the French fub-

mitted. The important fettlement of Carical, was

reduced by the land and fea-forces under Major

Monfon and Rear-Admiral Cornifh ; and the French

power on that coaft was confined to Pondicherry,*

and a few inconfiderable places.

When the fiege of Pondicherry was refolvcd

on, the garrifon confided of about 1500 Euro-

peans ; and, as the center of all the French riches

in India, it was well provided with artillery and

military fcores. The approaching rainy feafons,

Pondiciier- and Lally's known charafter for refolution, ren-
.y fciege

. ^^^^^ ^ regular fiege unadvifeable ; and a bloc-

kade by fea and land, for obvious reafons, was

determined on. The operations by land were

conducted by Colonel Coote, and thofe at fea by

* Pondicherry is fituated about 60 miles fbuth of Fort St. George.

It is in a low fituation, and the fhips anchor a mile and a half from it;

nor can the boats or canoes com.e nearer it than a miifket fnot, on ac-

count of the breakers, fo that the blacl-.scome in flat-bottomed boats

to carry the men and merchandifes to the fleet. The fort is 2CO paces

from the fea, and very irregular. The country about is barren, and

confequently moft of their provifions are brought frqm other places.

Their trade confifts of cotton-clotlis, filks, pepper, falt-petre, an^

other u.erchandifes that are brought from Eengal,
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Admiral Stevens. This blockade was fapported ^7^o.

and aflifted by proper batteries, which continually
^^^^^

harrafled the garrifon, and were daily, tho' in-

fenfibly, drawing near to the place.

Those kind of operations continued for feven

months, during which the batteries were often

ruined, and as often repaired, by the indefatigable

perfeverance of the Britilh ; in which, it muft be

acknowledged, they were equalled by the French.

The former, however, had the comfort to refled,

that, amrdil all their hardfhips and labours, the

purpofes of the blockade were flill going on ; and

that the French within the place, were reduced to

live on dogs, cats, elephants, and camels ; and

that even this lothfome kind of food mufi:, if

the blockade continued, fail them in a few days.

The French, however, are a people little addift-

cd to defpair. They comforted themfelves with

the thoughts of being relieved by their fleet ; but

an event happened on the ift of January 1761,

which gave them a much better ground of af-

fu ranee of delivery.

The rains, fo prevalent in this country, had

ceafed for fome days ; the weather was temperate, BntiiTi fl<ret

and the fky remarkably bright ; when, on a fud-
ajiorm'^'^

den, a moll terrible tempeft arofe. There were

J 2 fail of Britilli fliips at that time in the road.

At ten in the evening, the admiral's fhip cut her

cable, and fired the fignal for the other fliips to

follow her example. The fignal guns were not

heard ; and the ftiips, in obedience to the difcl-

phne of the navy, rode until their cables parted,

when they, with much diScukv, got before the
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1 761. wind ; none able to fet more than a fingle fall,

and none without fplitting fever al. About twelve,

the wind fhifted from the N. W. and blew with

equal impetuofity from the S. E. By the delay

of not getting early under fail, whilft the ftorm

was from the north, mod of the fliips loft the op-

portunity of gaining fufficient fea-room, before it

came from the oppofite quarter. Four fliips, by

prudently cutting away all their mafts, rode out

the ftorm ; three came afliore, to the fouth of

Pondicherry ; and three foundered, by unfortu-

nately preferving their mafts. Eleven hundred

Europeans periilied in thefe fliips.

Though the difterence of the element pre-

vented the deftru&ion from being equal at land,

the ravage in proportion was not lefs. The tents

were blown to pieces ; the ammunition ruined
;

Lofson and nothing remained undamaged, that was not

fionsThy' undcT the fhelter of mafonry. The foldiers, un-

able to carry off their mufkets, and refift the ftorm,

had left them on the ground ; and were driven to

feek fhelter for their own perfons, wherever it was

to be found. The fea had every where broken

over the beach; and all the batteries and redoubts,

raifed by the army, were entirely ruined. Thefe,

however, might be repaired : but the lofs of the

fleet, was an irretrievable misfortune ; and great

anxiety was exprelfed, for the fnips of the fqua-

dron, whofe fate was not yet known.

The inhabitants of Pondicherry, beheld the

ftorm, and its elieds, i\s a deliverance from hea-

ven. The fun rofe clear, and fliewed the havock

fpread aroundl Happily for the Englilh, the ef-

the itorni.
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feds of the ftorm prevented the garrifon from ^7^-^'

making a fally j for no artillery could move thro'

the inundation, nor could the ammunition be kept

dry, otherwife 300 men, properly armed, would

not, for three hours after day-light, have met

with a hundred together in a condition to oppofe

them. Lally, confident of the annihilation of the

Britifh fleet, immediately difpatched letters to the

French agents at the different ports in India, or-

dering them to fend provifions with inftant expe-

dition, at every rifle, on any kind of embarka-

tion. *

The hopes of the French were fliort-lived.

Next day, about fun-fet, the Norfolk, with Ad-

miral Stevens' flag, was difcovered in the offing.

This ftiip was prepared at all points, before the

fouth-eafl: fl:orm arofe ; and had fl:udded before it

with a fl:ay-fail, without being obliged to anchor

till the wind fell, when, in the morning, they dif-

covered Madrafs. The apprehenfion of more bad

* The following intercepted letter, is no bad Iketch of the writer's

charafter, which feems to have a ftrong tincture of oddity and extra-

vagance.

' Mr Raymond, Fondlcherry, Jcin. z. 1761.

* The Britifli Iqiiadron is no more, Sir. Out of the twelve ihips they

had in our road, feven are loft:, crew and all ; the four others dif-

rnafted ; and it appears, there is no more than one frigate that hath

cfcaped : therefore, drfn't lofe an inllant to fend us chelingoes upon

chelingoes, loaded with rice : the Dutch have nothing to fear now ; be-

fides (according to the rights of the natiorft) they are only to fend us

no provifions them/elves, and we are no more blocked up by fea.—>The

faving of Pondicherry hath been in your power once already : if you

mifs the present opportunity, it will be entirely your own fault : don't

forget alfo fmall chelingoes : offer great rewards : I expert feventeen

thoufand Morattoes within thefe four days. In fhort, rifque all, at-

tempt all, force all, and fend us fome rice, fliould it be but half 3

garfe at a time. (Siened) L ALL Y.'
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1761. weather, made the admiral put out again to fea»—

*

Several Britifli Ihips, under Admiral Cornifli, ar-

rived the next day ; and, in lefs than a week af-»

ter the ftorm, which had raifed fuch hopes of de-

liverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they fav/

their road again blockaded with eleven fail of the

line.

• The garrifon had now only three days mifer-

able provifion to fubfifl on ; but this wretched-

nefs made no impreflion on the difpofition of LaU

ly. * He continued, at bed, paffively fullen
;
pre-

tending, that the Englilli breaches of faith difabled

him from treating with them. At lafl, however,

a fignal for ceii'ation was made ; and the principal

of the Jefuits, v/ith tv/o civilians, were fent out

to treat, but without any apparent authority from

Pondicher- the govcmor. As this deputation had no legal

ry taken.
^Q^j^iffion to treat, the Englifh knew not well

how to behave •, but, being given to underftand

that they would meet with no oppofition from the

governor, they took pofleflion of the place, and

all its immenfe riches. The garrifon confided of

about 1450 men. The governor's houfe, and o-

ther edifices, were blovm up, and the fortifica-

tions erazed,—in the fam.e manner as the French

had done at Fort St. David's, in 1758.

Thus, excepting the unimportant fettlement of

Maliie, on the coaft of Malabar, which was foon
r fill M 'l i il l vf;v^'^ "

* The haughty fpirit and cruel difpofition of Lally, rendered hitn

an object of general dcteftation ; but it muft be acknowledged, that

lie poffefTed great martial abilities, with an enlivening wit, and a large

fund of good fenfe. On his return to France, he fell a victim to

court-intrigues, to fcreen others. He was beheaded at the Greve, May
10. 1766, by the fentehce of the parliament, and lys effeds confif-

fated to the king, Sic>
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tifter rieduced, the whole trade of the vaft penin- ^7^^'

fula of India, the richefl; of any in the known
^^^^^

world, fell into the hands of the Britifh, through

the unparalklled intrepiehty and perfeverance of

their officers and foldiers.

A N internal revolution in India, at this time, Revolution

threatened to deprive the Britifh of all their ama- ^ ^"'^^*'

zing fuccelTes.—-The famous Timur Beg, or Ta-
marlane, at the head of his favage Moguls, a

hideous race, conquered India, and its vaft pe-

ninfula, which he left to a branch of his family.

That branch failing, another, which was driven

out of Buckharia, and from thence to Perfia, paf-

fed the Ind ; and fuch was the veneration of the

inhabitants for a defcendant of Timur Beg, that

he mounted the throne of his anceftors, under the

appellation of the Great Mogul, which is, there,

fynonimous with that of Great Conqueror. For

many years, he and his pofterity made ufe of none

but Mogul guards, by which they eftablilhed a

moft unbounded defpotifm over their Indian fub-

je£ts. Tho' neither they, nor the Moguls, are

very nice in matters of fucceffion, yet it has been >

always necelTary for the fucceeding emperors there,

ever fmce the days of Aurengzebe, to claim fome

kindred with the Timur Beg blood. At the time

we now treat of, the Marattas were the military

force of India ; and having depofed the late Great

Mogul, his fon Sha Zadah afiumed that title ; but

his authority was difputed by fome provinces.

Supported by M. Law, a French officer, ne-

phew to the celebrated Miffi-ffippi Law, at the

head of about 200 French fugitives, Sha Zadah
CD'

u u
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1 761' made great progrefs in affertlng his title. By an

addrefs peculiar to his countrymen, Law perfuaded

him to march againft the Englifli in Bengal, at

the head of 80,000 of his country troops, and,

what he had a much greater dependence on, the

200 French, They were met by 20,000 of the

fame country troops, and 500 Englifh, under the

command of Major* Carnac, who, in a pitched

battle, entirely defeated them, and made the young

Mogul, and his general. Law, prifoners, the very

day on which Pondicherry was furrendered.

During thofe tranfadtions in India, the Comte

Tranfac- D'Eflaigu, M^ith no morc than two frigates of or-

comte^ dinary force, by his valour, condu6t, and aftivity,

D'Efiaisn. rcflefted reproach upon his countrymen, in all the

other parts of the globe. In 06lober 1759, he

deftroyed the Britifli fettlement of Bender Abadi,

in the gulph of Perfia. In the fucceeding year,

he reduced Bencoolen, in the ifle of Sumatra,

where we carry on a great trade, efpecially in

pepper. This place, though in a good (late of

defence, was inglorioully deferted by the Englifii

garrifoR, after they had burnt the Denham Eafi:-

Indiaman, that lay in the harbour. The bravery

and good fortune of D'Eilaign, however, were

flained v/Vih. perfidy and cruelty. He promifed,

that their efRcls, and private property, fliould be

fecured to the inhabitants ; but he proceeded in

quite a different manner. He allowed his ragged

foldiers and failors, to plunder and ranfack all the

houfes, and put on the deaths of the inhabitants,

and to carry off all the moveable effeds they could

find. Thefe tranfaclions likev/ife took place while
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he was a prifoner on parole. He had furrendered ^7^^'

himfelf at :he fiege of Madrafs ; and had engaged, ][^
not to ferve agauift the Englifh, untill he fhould

be regularly exchanged. This conduft (for which,

by the laws of war, he might have been hanged)

was encouraged and countenanced by the French

court ; for, after the peace, he was appointed to

the chief command in India ; and the requeft of

the Britifli court, to have him recalled aod cen-

fured, was abfolutely rejected.

tJ u 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVIII.

'Tburot lands at Carrkkfergus in Ireland—Reimharh^

and is defeated andJlain—Operations of the Bri-

iifh fquadrons—Detached naval tranfaElions.

1760. r-jp

== 1 HE Brklfh navy was now triumphant in every

quarter of the globe. It amounted to \'io fh'ips

of the hne, bcfides frigates, fire-fliips, floops,

bombs, and tenders. - Thefe were ftationed in the

mod judicious manner. Our commerce was pro-

tected, whilfl that of the enemy was almoU an-

nihilated. Notwithftanding thefe favourable cir-

cumftances, the inconfiderable armament under

Thurot, fpread a general alarm over the three

kingdoms. This httle fquadron failed from Got-

tenburg in Sweden, where it had taken refuge

the preceding year, to Bergen in Norway. In

this voyage, Thurot was buffeted about the feas

for three months ; he was obliged to fend back

one of his largeft veffels to France, and another

was entirely loft ; fo that his fleet, which confided

originally of five frigates, was now reduced to

three.

On the i6th of February, Thurot was obliged

to put in to the ifle of Hay in Argylefnire. Here

he refitted his fliips ; and, though his misfortunes

would in fome nieafure have palliated his fupply-

ing his wants by plunder, he paid, even to pro-

fufion, for every article he had occafion to ufe.

Jlere alfo he was informed of the defeat of Con-=
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flans fleet, at which he exprefled great aflionifli-
'76o«

ment. The account, however, appeared to hhn europe,

fufpicious, and did not deter him from purfuing

his courfe towards Ireland, where, on the 21ft of

February, he eflecled a landing at Carrickfergus. Thurotat-

His troops were now reduced to about 6000 men ; lickfergus,

but, by draughts from the feamen, he made a

fliift to mufter 1000 upon the beech, and with

them he proceeded to attack the town. The place

"VV'as defended by Colonel Jennings, with about

four companies of new ralfed men, deflitute of

cannon, and with very little ammunition. The
colonel, however, made a gallant defence at the

gate of the town, fupplying the want of ammuni- '

tion with flones and rubbilh. He then drew off

his men towards the caftle, which was old, ruin-

ous, and untenable ; fo that at length he furren- whichfur-

dered, on condition that his troops fliould be ex- renders ta

changed, that the caftle fhould not be demoliflied,

nor the town burned or plundered. Thefe arti-

cles were all ftriftly obferved, except the laft.

The magiftrates of Carrickfergus refufed to com-

ply with Thurot*s demands of wine and provifions

;

and thus, by their own imprudence, fubjeded the

town to a contribution, which, however, was not

immoderate.—The French loft about 60 men in

their attack on Carrickfergus. Thurot, finding rimrot re^

that Conflans was aftually defeated,' and dreading
'"'''^'^*-

the approach of regular troops, reimbarked his

men, and failed on the 26th, carrying oft" fome

of the principal inhabitants as a fecurity for hav-

ing the French prifoners fent to France.

The Duke of Bedford, then lord-lieutenant

pf Ireland, having received early intelligence of
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1760. Thurot's defcent, difpatched an exprefs to Kin-

EUROPE ^^^^' ^'^^ three Englifh frigates, which lay there, to

fail in quell of that adventurer. Thefe frigates

were, the ^olus of 36 guns, commanded by

Captain Elliot; and the Pallas and Brilliant of 32

guns each, under the command of the captains

Three En- Clcments and Logie. The difpatch they ufed was
gliih fli-

°
• , nn, . r^ ,

gates fcnt fo great, that they came up with 1 hurot, m fight

him."^
^ of the ifle of Man. This engagement afforded

another inftance of the fuperiority of the Britilh,

over the French maritime genius. Thurot's fliips

were of fuperior force, and his tnen more nume-

. rous. On the 28th, at nine in the morning, the

tacked, iEolus engaged the Belleifle, commanded by Thu-

rot ; while the Pallas and Brilliant attacked the

ether two fliips. The battle was maintained with

great fpirit, on both fides, for an hour and a half,

defeated Vi'hen the Freucli ftruck their colours, and were

carried into Ramfay bay in the ifle of Man. Up-

wards of 300 of the enemy were killed or wound-

ed, while our lofs did not exceed 40. The gal-

and flain. jni^j- Xhurot fell in the action ; lamented, perhaps,

,

lefs by his own countrymen, than his enemies,

who had often experienced his humanity, as v.'ell

as his courage. Even while he commanded a

privateer, he fought, more for honour, than for

plunder ; and the rank he acquired, was entirely

owing to his undaunted courage.—Such was the

termination of the remaina of that formidable ar-

mada, which had fo long been the hope of France,

and the terror of Britain ; and thus the only in-

fult that his Britannic Majeity's European coaftg

had fuffcred during the war, was amply revenged.
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In the Weft Indies, Admiral Holmes, having 1760.

received intelligence that a fleet of French mer- „„,„,^»»-> AMERICA*

chantmen were about to fail from Hifpaniola to

Europe, under convoy of five, frigates, he de-

tached the Hampiliire of 50 guns, the Boreas of

28, and the Lively of 20, in order to intercept

them. On the 1 8th of Odober, the Boreas fell operations

n\ with the French commodore or 32 guns, and, tiih rqua-

after a (harp engagement, obliged him to ftrike.

The Lively compelled another frigate of 20 guns

to fubmit, while the Hampfl:iire gave chace to

the other three. One of them, being a fwift

failer, efcaped. The other tw^o were run afliorc,

and deftroyed. The naval officers concerned in

this gallant adion, were the captains Norbury,

Uve'dale, and Maitland. \

The fquadron ftationed off the Leeward iflands,

commanded by Sir James Douglas, was equally

fuccefsful. The Temple and Griilin, commanded

by Captains Obrien and Taylor, being on a ioint

cruife, filenced the batteries defending a haibour

in one of the Grenades, and took out four Dri-

vateers. They next entered another harbour,

and took out three more fnips. In their return,

to Antigua^ they fell in with thirteen victuallers

bound to Martinico ; all which they took. The
other lliips of the fquadron, in cruihng round

Guadaloupe, took nine privateers.

No aclion of any im.portdRcs was performed euro.'e^

by the fquadrons in the Britiili feas. Admiral

Rodney ftill maintained his ftation oit the coiift of

Havre de Grace, while the Admirals Bofcawen
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'7<JQ' and Hawke alternately commanded the grand

suRo7- fleet, which flill remained in Quiberon bay, to

watch and detain the French veffels, which had

run into the mouth of the river Viilaine, after the

defeat of Conflans.*

In the mean time, a numerous body of forces

•were alTembled at Portfmouth. Tranfports were

colleded, and the troops actually embarked, with

an excellent train of artillery. Generals were ap-

pointed to the comm.and of the enterprife ; and

the attention of the whole nation was engrofied

by this armament, which had been prepared at

a vaft expence, and of which the deflination re-

mained a profound fecret. The whole fummer,

however, was permitted to glide away in idle

parade and inactivity, and the death of the king

put an entire flop to the projected expedition, if

any was ever intended.

Nothing excites fo great a clamour in the

Britifh nation, as when mighty preparations are

followed by idlenefs and inadion. Such was the

cafe at prefent ; and, in a country where every

fubje£t is at liberty to decide on the meafures of

government, it may well be conceived what bit-

* The fquadrons on the Fieneh coafl: were not totally inadive. On
tbe 5th of July, Admiral Rodney deftroyed five flat-bottomed boats

belongins to the enemy. Thefe veflels were loo feet in length, and each

of them capable of containing 400 men. There were upwards of ico

of them in readinefs at Caen in Normandy ; but the dilaiter which

happened to thefe five, prevented the farther ufe of the reft. Sir Ed-

ward Hawke, fenflble of the inconveniencics to which the fleet was ex-

poled, for want of frelli water, detached Lord Howe to reduce the lit-

tle iiland of Dumct, which abounded in that neceflary of life. The

ifland made little or no refiftance ; and the poneffion of it was a con-

fiderable faving to the nation, as the water had hitherto been fent ia

Uanfports from Britain, at a great expence.
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ter invedives were thrown out. What might have ^7^°-

been atchieved, was oppofed to what was a£tually euro^e.

done, which was indeed very httle.

The Britifh cruiiers, however, ftill maintained

their wonted fuperiority. On the 2d of April, Detached

r -r"!
naval tianf-

the Bidderord, Captain Skinner, and the Flam- aaious.

borough, Captain Kennedy, both frigates, fet

fail from Liflion, and fell in with two large French

frigates, which, notwithflanding their fuperior

force, they determined to engage. The battle be-

gan about half an hour after fix in the evening,

and was continued with the greateft fury till

eleven. The frigate engaged with the Flambo-

rough, bore away with all the fail flie could carry,

and efcaped, with a confiderable lofs, into Lifbon.

The Biddeford, after a mofl fevere confli£t, com-

pelled her antagonift to flieer ofF; but was fo dif-

abled In her rigging, as to be incapable of purfu-

ing. The gallant Captain Skinner, equally re-

markable for his humanity and courage, was un-

fortunately killed. The Honourable Lieutenant

Knollis, who affiimed the command, and main-

tained the fight with great fpirir, fell likewife. The
crew, tho' deprived of their officers, difcovered

no fymptoms of fear, or of difmclination to con-

tinue the engagement. The niafter took upon

him the command; and the fire was kept up with

fuch alacrity, that the enemy's guns were at lafl:

entirely filenced : but when it was imagined they

were juft going to ftrike, they crowded all their

fail, and efcaped, from the inability of the Bidde-

ford to follow.

X X
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1 7*^0- Tho' the Britifli navy fufFered little from the'

suro7e F^'^^ch, it fuflained great damage from the wea-

ther. The mod confiderable of thefe loflfes, was

,
' that of the Ramilies, a 90 gmi fhip, belonging, to

the fquadron ftationed on the French coaft. A
feries of ftormy weather had obliged the fleet to

return from Quiberon bay to Plymouth. The

Ramilies, having overfliot the entrance to the

Sound, was embayed near a point called the Bolt-

head ; and, her cables and anchors giving way,

llie was dafhed to pieces among the rocks. Her

whole crew (one midfliipman and 25 feamen es;-.

cepted) amounting to 700 men, periflied.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XXIX.

Situation of the French and allied armies—Fritzlaf

taken—Cajfcl bcficged by the allies—Battle of

Kirch-Dsnkcrn—Wolfenbidile taken by the French

—Embclen and Ofnahourg laid under contribution

<—ConclufiGn.of the campaign^

JL HE lafl campaign had proved by no means

favourable to the allies. The French armies were

difpofed in fuch a manner, that it required only a

fmall advance, to furround the army commanded

by Prince Ferdinand; and they v^ere become ma-

ilers of the whole territory of Hefle. In that coun-

try, are many pods, capable of being vigoroufly

defended. Some of thefe the French had ftreng-

thened with additional works, and had erefted

magazines in fuch places as were mod convenient

for that purpofe. The allies were driven from

the Lower Rhine, which lay on the left of the

French army, who had become mafters of Got-

tingen on their right, and in it they had placed a

ilrong garrifon.

Thus the French armies were difpofed in the

form of an immenfe crefcent, the two points of

which were at Gottingen and Wefel, while the

body extended into Hefle.—Within this circle lay

the allied army. The fituation was dangerous, and

the plan of operations difficult; but no action what-

ever could be attended with worfe confequences,

than inaftivity. Prince Ferdinand, therefore, deter-

X X 2

1761.

EUROPE.
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1761. mined to aft with the greateft vigour. He aflera^

EUROPE, bled his army on the 9th of February. His defign

was, to break the communication of the French

army with that of the empire; to open one for the

alhes with the King of Pruffia ; and to cut off all

intercourfe between the French and their garrifon

at Gottingen. The allied army was divided into

three parts. Prince Ferdinand himfelf command-

ed the centre j the Hereditary Prince, and the

Marquis of Granby, commanded on the right ; and

General Sporken on the left.

As the plan of operations was very extenfive,

thefe three bodies were neceflarily feparated to a

confiderable diftance from each other. The firft

penetrated into Hefle, and, marching by Zieren-

berg and Nurenberg, advanced towards Caffel. The

fecond left the country of Heffe to the eaftward,

and penetrated direftly into the heart of the French

quarters. The third entered Tburingia, by Du-

derftadt and Helio-enftadt. The French were nowo

thrown into the utmofl confternation. They fled

before the allies, in every quarter. Had they been

in an open country, their army would probably

have been deftroyed ; but they had taken care to

fecure their retreat. They had thrown into Caf-

fel, a very confiderable body of troops, by way of

garrifon ; and in Gottingen, alfo, they had 7 or

8000 men : and thefe were places which the allied

army were' obliged to pafs by. Beyond thefe alfo

they had fortified Fritzlar, Ziegenhagen, and Mar-

burg, towns of confiderable flrength, befides fome

other inferior pods.
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The firft: attempt on any of the French pofcs, i?*^'-

was made by the Hereditary Prince. His party euroi'e,

was the mofl: advanced, and he hoped to furprifc

Fritzlar. For this purpofe, he took with him

only a few battalions and cannon ; but the garri-

fon having received intelligence of the defign, his

attempt mifcarried. Marburg was attempted with

the like bad fuccefs ; and General Breidenback,

an Hanoverian officer of great bravery and ex-

perience, who commanded there, loft his life.—r-

Thefe two repulfes determined the allies to pro-

ceed with more caution. Cannon and mortars Fritzlar

were brought before Fritzlnr ; and the place was

furrendered, upon honourable terms, on the 15th

of February. At the fame time, the Marquis of

Granby reduced feveral ftrong caftles in the neigh-

bourhood. The French army were now almoU

driven back to the Maine. They had fet fire to

their magazines, as they paffed along ; but the

allies advanced with fuch celerity, that they faved

five of them from the flames, befides a large one

which they had found in Fritzlar.

The reduftion of Caifel, however, was the

main objeft the allies had in view. It was de-

fended by 17 battalions, under the Count ds

Broglio, brother to the marfhal. This ftrong gar-

rifon was the great hope the enemy had, of beinp-

able to hold out againft the allies. The fortifica-

tions were not calculated to refift a fiege, carried

on in the modern manner. The walls were high,

which was formerly an advantage ; but, fince the

invention of artillery, a very great difadvantage,

as thereby they are more ready to be thrown
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1761. down by the continual battering of the canrlorii

EUROPE. With their height, however, the walls we/e ex*

tremely flrong ; and, with the addition of fome

works done in the modern manner, the place,

even with an ordinary garrifon, was capable of

making a confiderable defence.

The fiege of CalTel was therefore inftantly re-

folved on. Prince Ferdinand having driven Mar-

Dial Broglio quite out of Heffe, ceafed to purfue

him any further. Two bodies were ordered to the

blockade of Marburg and Ziegenhagen, which flill

held out obflinately. The army commanded by

himfelf, was then formed into a chain of canton-

ments, extending towards the river Lahne, and

CafTei be- tVom thcncc to the Fulda. The fiege of CaiTel
^^^'"^' was carried on by the -Count of Lippe Scaum-

burg, a fovereign prince of the empire, and re-

puted one of the beft engineers in Europe. Tren-

ches were opened on the firfl of March, and great

things were expected ; but a fudden revolution of

fortune obliged the allies to abandon the blockades

of Marburg and Ziegenhagen, raife the fiege of

CaiTe], and retire behind the Dymel, almod in -the

fame fituation they were at the beginning of the

campaign.

The reafon of this bad fuccefs, was the great

fuperiority of numbers in the army of the enemy
;

fo that the allies, in their divided ftate, were not

able long to cope with them. M. Sporken, who,

as we have already obferved, com.manded the

left divifion, met at fir ft with great fuccefs. Be-

ing joined by a body of Pruflians, the united for-

ces fcon drove fome detachments of French and

y
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Saxons, from the important pods they had on the ^761.

rivers Werra and Unftrut. In doing of this, a europh,

fharp aftion enfued. The alUes proved victorious.

The Pruffians took prifoners, three whole batta-

lions
J
and M. Sporken, two. The enemy's lofs

was computed at 5000 men, befides that of a

number of cannon, and a large magazine. Af-

ter this vidory, the combined army feparated in--

to bodies, before which the French army fell back

on the right, and that of the empire on the left,

totally abandoning a large tra£l of country.

The allies continued to advance, it would

feem, with more courage than condudt. Their

number was too fmall to admit of leaving fuiE^

cient detachments, to guard thofe countries thro*

which they had paifed. The numerous garrifon

of Gottingen, was left behind. The commanding

officer took advantage of the temerity of the al-

lies. With a ftrong detachment, he attacked and

routed an Hanoverian convoy, took the town of

Duderfladt, and feveral other confiderable places.

Thus M. Sporken's retreat was cut off, and he

was prevented from ading feparate from the main

army.—M. BrogUo alfo recalled a detachment he

had been obliged laft year to fend againfl the He-

reditary Prince, in order to relieve CaiTel. As the

allied army, therefore, was neceffarily in a divided

flate, it was plain, that the whole French power

could not be refifted by a par.t of it.

Prince FePvDinand, therefore, having three

flrong pods of the enemy in his rear, and their

grand army perfectly united in front, was obliged

to call in M. Sporken's corps, which could beft
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1 7^'* be fp?.red. But Marfhal Broglio did not lofe tht

tuROTE. advantage he had gained. He attacked and de-

feated the troops under the Hereditary Prince, near

the village of Stangerode, took two thoufand pri-

foners, and feveral ftandards, &c. The attack

was made by the dragoons, which broke the foot

in an inflant j fo that very few were killed on ci-

ther fide.

After this fevere check, the allies could no

longer keep their ground in Heile ; but were o-

bliged to retreat, as already mentioned. By the

fpirited exertions they had made, however, efpecial-

iy by their getting pofieffion of fo many magazines,

the French army was rendered incapable of fur-

ther operations, till the feafon was pretty far fpent.

—The firft object M. Broglio had in view, v/as

to effect a jun£tion of his army with the Prince

de Soubife j after which, it feemed to be a mat-

ter of little doubt, that they would obtain decifive

advantages over the allies, who were already

much weakened. On the 29th of June, the

French attacked M. Sporken, who was polled

in an advantageous fituation, on the river Dymel.

His corps was inflantly routed ; with the lofs of

19 pieces of cannon, Soo men taken prifoners,

400 horfes, and 470 waggons. Prince Ferdinand

retreated to the Lippe, and M. Broglio made him-

feli mailer of Warburg, Dringleburg, and Pader-

born.

T H E allies foon made themfelves amends for

this misioitune, by routing convoys, deftroying

magazines, kc. But, in the mean time, M.
|3roglio having refolved on attacking the allied
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army, united his troops with thofe of Soubife, at '76''

a place called Soeft, between Lipftadt and Ham.
j.^7o7e.

Prince Ferdinand, fenfible of his danger, polled

his army very advantageoufly, and in fuch a man-

ner as to fecure a retreat, in cafe of any misfor-

tune. The centre and right wing were covered

in front by a river, and the left by rivers on both

its flanks. The left wing confifted of the flower

of the army, and in it the Count de la Lippe had

placed the greateft part of the artillery. For,

as this wing was mod expofed, it was fuppofed

the French would make their mod vigorous effort

againfl it.

On the 1 5th of July, Lord Granby, who com- ^^"^^ of,

manded in the right wing, was furioufly attack- Denkern,

cd by the French ; but, after a long and vigo-

rous adlion, the latter were repulfed and driven

into the woods. Next morning, preparations were

made on the part of the enemy, for a more ge-

neral attack. M. Broglio commanded the right

wing, which was oppofed to the left of the allies.

The left wing, and the centre, were commanded
by the Prince de Soubife. The engagement be- French as.

, . , . 1 • ,
my twice

gan at three m the mornmg, and was contmued repulfed,

with great obitinacy till after nine ; when the ene-

my retired in diforder, with the lofs of about

5000 men. The lofs of the allies amounted to

about 300 killed, 1000 wounded, and 200 pri-

foners.

This engagement, though it did honour to the

courage and condu^ of the allied army, -was far

from being decifive. The French were ftill great-

ly fuperior in numbers, and, notwithfl:anding their

Y y
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'1761. retreat, foon advanced again.—It happened, dur»

fuRopE, ing the courfe of this war, by a feeming fatality,

that the defeats the French received, ferved, upon

the whole, to advance their affairs. It is true,

Broglio and Soubife endeavoured to throw upon

one another, the blame of the late difgrace they

had received at Kirch-Denkern. The former ac^

cufed the latter, of being too late; and the latter,

the former, of being too precipitate in the attack. *

Their lofs of men, however, was foon repaired
;

\>ut that of the allies, was irreparable. Their ar-

my divided into two bodies. One part, under the

Prince de Soubife, paffed the Lippe, and made

difpofitions for the fiege of Munfter. The other,

under Marllial Broglio, paifed the Wefer, and

threatened to invade Hanover. Thus Prince Fer-

dinand was obliged to follow their example. The

Hereditary Prince, with part of the army, covered

Munfter, whilft Prince Ferdinand obferved the

notions of M. Broglio. The latter carefully a-

.voided a battle ; but feveral fmart fkirmillies en-

• The chara(fters of the two French generals, are reprefented, by

their countrymen, in the following light.—M. Broglio is paflionately

for.d of his country, of his prince, and of glory. His dirpofition is

mild, his temper even, his manners decent. He bani(hed from the

army, the tafles, the habits, and the falhions of the court, which feenir

pd to render the want of difcipline among the ofEcers incurable. Af-
fable, polite, even obliging, he has no pride; nor feveiity, but for the.

maintenance of military difcipline, and for the exactnefs of the fer-

vice.—The Prince de Soubife is endowed, in a high degree, with al-

rnoft every amiable quality, and is univerfally beloved. His birth is an
cxcufe for his ambition to command armies; and the upiightnefs of
his intentions, makes his ill fuccefs lamented. A man of his rank
is not eafily perfuaded, that he does not underftand a trade, till he has
learned it. He loves to think, that there is ill luck in the cafe; and
that, by dint of perfeverance, he fiiaJl tire fortune. However, it i^

generally ackncwlcdsed, that he is 3 much better citizen, than a foldier.
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fued, in which the allies had almoft always the ^761.

advantage. In one of thefe, which happened on europb.

the 20th of July, Prince Henry of Brunfwic was

mortally wounded, to the great grief and difap-

pointment of the whole army.

SouBiSE, notwithftanding fome checks, per- soubifc'5

fevered in his defign of attacking Munfter, and gahfaMun-

made the neccflary preparations at Dorften. This
[J^^JjJ]'

place was attacked by the Hereditary Prince, on

the 30th of Augufl ; and, after a vigorous de-

fence, obliged to furrender. The garrifon were

made prifoners of war ; the ovens, which were

ellabliflied here, deftroyed ; and thus the fiege of

Munfter was not only prevented, but the French

were compelled, for fome time, to retire from the

Lippe.—-Prince Ferdinand refolved not to oppofe

Broglio direftly, but to advance as far into HefTe,

as he {hould do into Hanover ; and, by ftopping

the fubfulence of his army, oblige him to retreat.

But though this plan fucceeded pretty well at firft.

Prince Ferdinand foon found the difadvantage of

not being able to form two armies, that might act

feparately. Marflial Broglio being mafter of mofl

of the ftrong pods in the country of Heffe, placed

himfelf in fuch a fituation, that he could watch

Prince Ferdinand's motions, and either fall back

into HeiTe, or advance into Hanover, as he thought

proper. He then fent out detachments, which

afted with prodigious effeQ:. One of thefe enter-

ed the Harts Forefl (the remains of the ancient

Hercynian) and demohflied the ftrong caftle of

Schartsfelts, laying the whole country under fe-

\ere contrilu'.ion. Another, under Prince Xavier

Y y 2
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i-l^^- of Saxony, bombarded Wolfenbuttle ; and as the

EUROPE, town was built moflly of wood, it was obliged to

furrender in five days. They next advanced to

Wulfen- Brunfwic. The reigning prince, unable to op-

ken by the pofe their progrefs, fled to Hamburgh, where he
'^^""'

met the Landgrave of Hefle, who had inhke man-

ner been driven from his territories.

Alarmed at this rapid progrefs. Prince Ferdi-

but reco- Hand detached the Hereditary Prince to the relief

thrHe'redi- ^^ Brunfvvic ; and this adive commander foon

tary Prince, performed what was expeded from him. He not

only compelled the French to raife the fiege of

that place, but alfo to abandon Wolfenbuttle, and

retire Vv'ith precipitation, after having loft looo

men, and feveral cannon.

By the removal of the Prince of Bfunfwic's

army, the Prince de Soubife had no longer any

enemy to contend with. He over-ran and ravaged

the whole country of Weftphalia, in the mod
ofnaBourg crucl m.anuer. The city of Ofnabourg v/as taken

denoppref- and pillaged without mercy, becaufe the contri-

FrtncV
^ butions impofdd on it were not immediately paid.

Embden was invefted, and capitulated on the firfl

fummons. The place was defended by two Eng-

hfli companies of invalids, but the inhabitants re-

fufed to ftand a fiege. Notwithftanding this^

however, the French laid a heavy contribution,

not only upon this town, but the whole country

of Eaft Friefland ; and at length tyrannized to

fuch a degree, that the boors rofc at once, with

a defign to expel their opprefibrs.

T H E extreme infolence and rigour of the

French, when viftors, proved detrimental to their

caufe. A detachment of their army, under the
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Prince of Conde, made themfelves mafters of Map- ' ^^r.

pen, where the allies had a confiderable maga- ^^^^^^^

zine, and inverted Bremen. From this place the

allies derived all their fubfiflience ; and had the

French become mafters'of it, the lofs would have

been irreparable. The allies would have been Spirited

'
r J J 1

condiift of

locked up in a barren country, lurrounded by the allies,

their enemies ; and, in all probability, the wliole of uJmTn.

army would have been obliged to capitulate. The

inhabitants, however, dreading the fate of thofe

towns which had already fubmitted to the French,

refolved to defend themfelves to the utmoft. Ac-

cordingly they joined the garrifon ; the French

were repulfed with lofs, and a flrong reinforce- -

ment was foon after thrown into the town. Prince

Ferdinand, in the mean time, kept his army in

fuch a pofition, that though he had two armies

to acl againfl him, it was impoffible for either of

them to gain any material advantage. He could

not indeed follow their motions, without hazarding

the King's eledoral dominions ; but, by fending

out detachments on every fide, which always ex-

erted themfelves for the defence of fuch places as

v/ere attacked, the French were prevented froiii

making any permanent conqueil during the whole

campaign.—Both armies now retired into winter- Atmics g-oc

quarters. Broglio quartered his army in CaiTcl, quarters,'''^

and that neighbourhood. Soubife's forces were

diftributed about Duifeldorp, and along the Lower

Rhine. The allies eflabliflied thdir quarters at

Hilderfliam, Munftcr, Hamelen, and Eimbeck<<

The Britifli cavalry wintered in Eaft Friefland 5

•and the infantry, in the bifliopric of Ofnabourg.
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CHAP. XXX.

Situation of the 'PrnJJlan Monarch—Refohes fo a6t

on the defenfive—Colberg invcjted, and taken by

the Riiffians—Schzveidnitz furprifed by the Aii^

jfirians—Confpiracy aga'mji the King of Rrujfid

detected,

^'j^'^' ijY the two giorious vitStories of Lignltz and

EUROPE. Torgau, the Prullian monarch had ended the lad

campaign^ pretty much to his advantage. He had

retrieved his ajffairs in Silefia and Saxony, when

they feemed to be entirely defperate ; and, by his

great preparations for the enfuing campaign, it was

expedted, that the prefent year would have been

more bloody, than any one fmce the commence-

ment of the war. C)uite the reverfe, however,

was the cafe. This aftive and enterprifmg mo-

narch feemed at laft wearied out, and all his pro-

ceedings bore the marks of inactivity and languor.

Indeed, fliould we make the fuppofition, that^

Wearied out with the toils of war, he could no

longer act with the fame vigour as formerly, it

could by no means be thought very unreafonable.

Hiftory can fcarce afford a parallel to what he had

already done. Since the clofe of the year 1756,

there had been fought, on the Prullian monarch's

part, no fewer than 1 9 pitched battles, befides a

vaft number of bloody fkirmiflies. In ten of thefe

lie commanded in perfon, and in feven of the ten

he was victorious. All the refl were fought by
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his generals; and in all of them, except one, the ^7^^»

Pruflians had been defeated. It is, however, by euro»e.

no means probable, that any paft exertions of

the Pruffian monarch, contributed in the lead to

his inaftivitv during the prefeut v^ar. His fitua- situation

tion pomts out a much moref natural and evident Han Maje-

caufe. The Ruffian army wai^ this year, as vv^ell ^''

as the former, divided into twof ftrong bodies, un-

der Tottleben and Butterlin, The firfl marched

towards Pomerania ; the fecond entere<t the Up-
per Silefia, and advanced towards Breflau. Op-
pofite to the latter. Baron Laudohn entered the

country lad mentioned, in order to join the two

Ruffian armies. The King of Pruffia, not being

able to cope with fo many armies at once, kept

himfelf entrenched in a ftrong pofition, in Upper
Silefia, not far from Schweidnitz ; while Prince

Henry commanded an army in Saxony, that was
likewife ftrongly entrenched under the walls of

Leipfic.

The remarkable draught in the beginning of

the feafon, greatly facilitated the jundion of the

Ruffian armies, which the King of Pruffia found

himfelf unable to prevent. The Ruffians over-

ran the whole open country of Silefia, from which

they exadled heavy contributions. A body of .

them cannonaded the city of Breflau, from feven

batteries ; while Laudohn exerted all his (kill, to

draw the King from his poft, and engage him at

a difadvantage. All his attempts, however, proved

ineffectual ; and the Pruffian monarch continued

immoveable in his entrenchments.



3(56 MILITARY MEMOIRS

1761- The Ruffians under Tottleben, in the meait

rrTTrr.. time, advanced without oppofition into Pomerania.

That general, however, being fufpedted, and, as

it was faid, conv^Qed'. ot carrying on a fecret cor-

refponden'ce witf^^^^^ j^ing • oi Pruffia, was re-

moved. laud RQi.LJ)Kpy|f- -appointed in his room.

The"R;uffia^^'ft0.w:'jpg^j^e4j^ more formidable

enemies' to the. Ptwffian moiiarch, than before.

Coiberg in- Romjinzoiv formcd the*.'fiege of Colberg by land,

the Rui- while j^'jyi^^ ^q'vfa'^ blocked it up by fea. On
'ajis.

. ^^^ otherti^d'V.'this city was now in a better ftate

of defence, .than it had ever been fmce the begin-

ning of the war. The former unfuccefsful at-

tempts of the Ruffians, had fhewn where any weak-

nefs lay ; and the Pruffians, fenfible of its impor-

tance, had not failed to take advantage of their

inftruftions, by adding to the ftrength of its for-

tifications. As the Prince of Wurtemburg alfo

was entrenched under its walls with a body of fix

or feven thoufand men, the place feemed capable

of eluding all attempts of the enemy, or at lead of

making a very vigorous defence.

The fiege of Coiberg was an event of a very

alarming nature to the King of Pruffia. This city

was the key of his dominions to the north ; and

fo much employment was found for himfelf by

Butterlin and Laudohn, that it was impoffible for

him to come to its rehef.—^Notwithftanding this,

however, he rcfolved to fend a confiderable de^

tachment, under general Platen, to the relief of this

importatit place. Be ordered this general to

march through Poland in his way to Coiberg, in

order to dcftroy the magazines belonging to the
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lluflians, lying on the frontiers of that kingdom, '76i»

and from which the army in Silefia were wholly ^^^q^^,

fubfifted. Platen fucceeded in the enterprife : he

ruined three capital magazines ; attacked a large

convoy, of waggons ; dcilroytd 500, and burned

or rendered ufelefs the provifions they contained ;

killed, or took prifoners, 4000 men who efcorted

them ; and then purfued his march into Pome-

rania, with the utmoll expedition.

The fuccefs of General Platen, proved in effect

the ruin of Colberg. The Ruffians under Butter-

lin, who had joined Laudohn on the 25th of

Auguft, found themrelves now unable to fubfilt

;

and therefore, feparating from the Auflrians, they

repaffed the Oder, and retired into Poland, to fave

the remainder of the magazines. Here, however,

M. Butterlin remained no longer, than till he had

eflabliihed his convoys ; after which, he immedi-

ately fet out for Pomerania, to join Romanzow
before Colberg ; and, on his march j fent out de-

tachments, which cruelly wafted all the adjacent

country. Thus an army of Ruffians was alfem-

bled in Pomerania, fo powerful, that the King

of Pruffia could by no means oppofe them in the

field. He fent another detachment under General

Knoblock, to join Platen ; and, though he could

not hope that their united force would be able to

raife the fiege of Colberg, he thought, that, by

their intercepting, or at leaft diftreffing, the Ruf-

fian convoys, the town might be able to hold

out, till the fevere fetting in of winter ffiould ren-

der the operations of a fiege impra£licable.

The garrifon, in the mean time, made a glori-

ous defence j but at laft they began to be greatly

z z
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j?^^' diflrefied for want of provifions. General Platen,

suRopiE. who had johied the troops commanded by the

Prmce of Wirtemburg, therefore quitted the en-

trenchments, in order to cover the convoys, wiiich

the Ruffian detachments had long kept at a dif-

tance. He had the misfortune, however, to meet

with a body of forces, much fuperior in number

to his own ; by whom he was entirely defeated,

part of his convoy taken, and he himfelf efcaped

with great difficulty to Stetin, with the remainder.

—-Knoblock had eftablifficd himfelf at Treptow
;

but, after the defeat of Platen, he was quickly

invefled by Piomanzow. His fituation was quite

defperate ; the town having fcarce any walls, and

his enemies prodigioufly fuperior in number. For

live days, however, he made a gallant defence
j

but, being at length overpowered by numbers, he

was obliged to furrender himfelf prifoner of war,

v/ith all his men, about 2000 in number.

By thefe fucceffes, the fpirits of the Ruffians

were greatly elevated ; and they puffied on the

fiege of Colberg with redoubled vigour, notwith-

flanding the extreme rigour of the feafon. On
the other hand, the garriion was thrown into de-

fpair. They found themfelves befieged by an army

oi 50,000 men ; they were in want of provifions,

and there was no probability of having that want

fupplied. The bad fuccefs of Generals Platen and

Knoblock had fiiewed them the impoffibility of fup-

ply by land; and though, by a fortunate accident,-

the Ruffian fleet might be driven off the coaft, any

fupply from fea was too precarious and uncertain

to be depended upon.—So defperate did matters

now appear, that the Prince of Wirtemburg, look*
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ing upon the town to be inevitably loft, thought ^7^i-

proper to confult his own fatety, and that of the

troops he commanded, by breaking through part

of the Ruffian army, and leaving the garrifon and

inhabitants to make the beft terms they could

with the vii^ors. This he accompliihed with little

or no lofs ; after which, the garrifon, finding their

fituation altogether hopelefs, furrendered to the coibei-s

Ruffians on the 16th oi December, after a fiege
""^" ^"*

of near (ix months. The governor (the gallant

He) don, who had fuccefsfully repelled all the for-

mer attacks of the Ruffians) was made prifoner

of war, with all the garrifon. He had been dif-

tinguifhed by his mafter, for his fuccefsful defence

of the place ; and, now, had the facisfaftion to

receive the fame affiirances of royal favour, not-

witliftanding thofe misfortunes, which no human
'valour or prudence could prevent.

The lofs of Colberg, was not the only difafter

which befel the King of Pruffia, in the courfe of

this ruinous campaign—On the retreat of the

Ruffians under Butterlin, that monarch, having

now no enemy but Laudohn to contend with, re-

moved from his ftrong camp^ near Schweidnitz,

and approached nearer the Oder, in order to be

more readily fupplied with provifions- Appre-

hending no danger, in the mean time, to Schweid-

nitz, he drafted 4000 men from that garrifon, in

order to fupply the place of thofe detachments he

had fent off under Generals Platen and Knoblock.

With thefe he had moved but a very ffiort way,

when the Auftrian General took advantage of his

abfence, by making an attempt on Schweidnit5?[

by a coup de main* The alTault began on the iH

;i z 2
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of October, at three o'clock in the morning. An.

attack was made at once on ail the four out-

works ; to which the Auftrians advanced fo cau-

tioufly, that the garrifon did not obferve them.

They fcaled all the four at the fame time, and

with fuch expedition, that the garrifon had fcarcc

time to fire a few cannon Ihot. The Auftrians

advanced in perfe£t filence, without difcharging a

fingle gun. A powder magazine, however, happen-

ed to blow up, which deftroyed about 300 Auftri-

ans, and as many Pruflians. At day-break, the

enemy found themfelves mafters of the place ; and

the garrifon, confifting of five battalions, (about

3000 men), were made prifoners. A great num-

ber of cannon, and a large magazine of meal, alfo

fell into their hands ; while their lofs, by their

own account, amounted to no more than 600 men.

The lofs of Schweidnitz was a terrible blow

to the Prufiians, as, by the poffeflion of it, the Au-

ftrians were enabled to take up their v/intcr-quar-

teis in Silefta ; nor was it in the king's power,

while they remained m.afters of Schweidnitz, to

make a fingle motion for the relief of any other

part of his dominions, without endangering the

certain and irrecoverable conqueft of the whole

of Upper Silefia. The Pruflian monarch was at

firft difpofed to attribute this affair to tlie trea-

chery of General Zaftrow, wlio commanded in the

the place ; but as that officer had hitherto fcrved

him with fidelity, he foon recovered his temper,

ond faid, with a fmile, " It is a fatal blow ; but

we muft endeavour to remedy it." He wrote to

General Zaftrow :
" Yfe may now fay, whai

"" Francis I. of France wrote to his mother after
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'' the battle of Pavia, We have lojl all, except our ^1^^*

" honour. As I cannot comprehend what hath ^^^^^^
" happened to you, I fliall fufpcnd my judgment;
*' the thing is very extraordinary."—It is pro-

bable, however, that all the activity and courage

which this monarch poffefles, would not have

been fufficient to retrieve his affairs, after two fuch

terrible blows as the lofs of Schweidnitz and Col-

berg ; as it was impoflible for him, now, to make

a fmgle movement, which his enemies might not

make ufe of to his deftruclion. But he was

relieved by an accident altogether unexpe£l:ed,

which happily took off the Ruffians, the mofl dan-

gerous enemies he had, from the general alliance

againfl him. This event will be particularized in

the occurrences of the enfuing year.

At this period, a confpiracy was formed againfl conrpii-acy

the perfcn of his Pruffian Majefly, which he, how- p,ufliaa

"*

ever, had the good fortune to detect. The Baron ^^^J^^-

de Warkotch, a man of confiderable rank and

fortune in Silefia, and one Francis Schmedt, a

-priefl, had concerted a plan to feize the king,

when he ihould come forth unattended, and con-

vey him to the Auftrian camp. One of the ba-

ron's domcflics, being charged with a letter from

his mailer to the ecclefiaiiic, and fufpeciing the

contents, delivered it to the Prufiian monarch.

By this means, the myftery was unravelled ; the Dete£icdL

baron Avas apprehended, and his papers fecured :

but he afterwards found means to efcape through

a windovv'. Schmedt was alfo fortunate enough

to elude punidiment by flight. It is not vet de-

termined, whether this kidnapping fcheme was

countenanced by the court of Vienna.



yj2, MILITARY MEMOIRS

CHAP. XXXI.

American affairs—Dominique taken—^iege and con-

queji of Belleijle.

' 1 HE French having lofl all footing on the con-

AMERicA. thient of America, the operations there were con-

fined to an expedition againft the Cherokee Indi-

ans, under the direftion of Colonel Grant. By
carrying on the war entirely in their own manner,

that is, ravaging the country with fire and fword,

thofe barbarians were at laft compelled to fue for

peace, and a new treaty was concluded with them.

In the Weft Indies, the iHand of Dominique
Dominique was attacked, and reduced, by a fmall body of

troops commanded by Lord Roilo, conveyed thi-

ther from Guadaloupe by Sir James Douglas, with

four fliips of the line, and fome frigates. The in-

habitants made but a poor defence. They deliver-

ed up their arms, and took the oaths of allegiance

to his Britannic Majtfty, on the 7th of June.

AFRICA. On the coaft of Africa, the town of Goree

was confumed by fire ; and an attempt was made

on James fort, in the mouth of the river Gambia,

by two French fnows, which proved unfuccefsful.

In the mean time, negotiations for peace were

carrying on between the belligerent powers, which,

however, did not retard the operations of the war.

Both parties proceeded with vigour ; and their

demands rofe, or funk, in proportion to their re-

ciprocal fuccelTes. Before we enter into the in-

tricacies of that negotiation, we fhall particularize

the events which took place during its progrefs. ,
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An expedition againft the iiland of Belleifle, '7<^^'

had, for fome time, been a favourite fcheme of _„„^,_

the minifter. Some objedions, however, arofe

againft this expedition. It was thought to be of

very little confequence, as the iiland was in itfelf

by no means an object of importance. It is, in-

deed, the largeft of all the European ifiands be-

longing to France, being between 12 and 13

leagues in circumference ; but contains only one

httle city called Le Palais, three county towns, Expeditloa

103 villages, and about 5000 inhabitants. It has Bciiciac

three nominal harbours, every one of which has

fome capital defect, either in being expofed, fhal-

low, or dangerous at the entrance ; and the only

kind of trade carried on in the ifland, is the curing-

of pilchards.

For thefe reafons, Belleifle was, by many,

thought to be no defirable conqueft, efpecially as

it would probably make an obftinate defence. The
town of Palais, which has its name from a caftlc

belonging to the Duke de Belleifle, in its neigh-

bourhood, was converted into a ftrong and regu-

lar fortification, fronting the fea. It was compofed

principally of horn-work, and was provided with

two dry ditches ; the one next the counterfcarp,

the other contrived in fuch a manner as to fecure

the interior fortifications. The citadel was divided

from the largeft part of the town, by an inlet of

the fea, over which there was a bridge of com-

munication. From the other part of the town,

and which was the moft inhabited, it was only

divided by its own fortifications, and a glacis.

Notwithstanding, however, thefe unfavour-

able appearances, it was refolved to attempt tiic
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1761. conqucft of Belleifle. It was urged, that though

the harbours were bad, yet fraall privateers might

ifl'ue from thence, which would greatly moleft the

French trade ; and th?t the fleet might ride be-

tween it and the continent, in a well protected

road. They imagined, that the lofs of this illand,

though not of very ellential detriment to France,

would neverthelefs be a grievous wound to her

pride ; and that the fame reafons which had in-

duced that court to expend a good deal of mo-

ney on the fortifications of this place, would alfo

caufe a proportional value to be fet upon it in the

treaty.

The fleet deflined for this expedition, there-

fore, fet fail from Spithead on the 29th of March,

under the command of Commodore Keppcl ; the

land-forces being commanded by General Hodg-

fon. They arrived before Belleifle on the 7th of

April ; and, the following day, it was agreed, to

attempt a landing on the fouth-eaft part of the

ifland, in a fandy bay near the point called Loch-

marla. The landing, here, was attended with

extreme danger. The enemy were in pofllriiion of

a fmall fort ; they had entrenched themfelves on

an exceflively ileep hill, the foot of which was

fcarped away. The Britilh forces, however, made

the attempt with great refolution : a few grena-

diers p-ot on fiiore, and formed themfelves : but

as they were not fupported, moft of them were

made prifoners. The reft of the army, after

feveral great efl'orts of valour, being unable, ei-

ther to force [he enemy's lines, or make good

their own landing, were obliged to retire with

lofs 5 and, , to add to this misfortune, feveral of
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the flat-bottomed veffels were deftroyed or da- ^7^^'

maged by a hard gale, which followed on the re- eukope.

treat of the troops.

In this fir ft attempt, the lofs on the Britilh fide

amounted to near 500 men,, killed, wounded,

and prifoners. The troops, however, were not

difpirited ; and the commanders determined to

perfevere with the utmoft fteadinefs, 'till they

found fome other place where a landing might be

more eafily effefled. This, indeed, was not ve-

ry likely to be found. Ahnoft the whole iiland

was naturally a fortification ; and the deficiencies

of nature, in this refpedl, had been amply fup~

plied by art. The commanders, therelore, at

lafl: refolved to make an attempt to land ; not

where the coaft was leaft ftrong, but where it

was evidently moft fo, and where the enem.y

were confequently leaft attentive. This was at a

bold rocky fiiore near the point of Lochmaria,

already mentioned. Befides the attack on this

place, two feints were made, at the fame time,

to diftrad the enemy. The men of war directed

their fire on the hills, with great judgment and

effect ; and thus Brigadier-General Lambert, with

an handful of m.en, got an opportunity of climb-

ing up a very fteep rock, without moleftation. Troops

Having gained the top of the hill, they imme-

diately formed themfelves in good order. Three

hundred French inftantly attacked them ; but the

Britilh troops defended thc-mfelvcs, till the whole

corps belonging to General Lambert, who had in

like manner climbed up, came to their afiiftance,

and repulfed the enemy.
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1761. This happened on the 26th of April ; and ioon

tuROPE. after, all the troops made good their landing with

very little lofs. The enemy made fome faint re-

fiftance, but were always repulfed with lofs. The

only difficulty the Britifli had now to encounter,

w^as in bringing forward the cannon. Thefe were

firft to be dragged up the rocks, and afterwards,

for two leagues, along a very rugged and broken

road, which necefiarily took up fome time. The

fiege was then carried on with vigour ; and the

garrifon, under the command of the Chevalier de

f;rege pro- St. Croix, a brave and experienced officer, made

\v"ith vi- an obflinate defence, fometimes fallying out with
^°'^'^'

confiderable efieQ:. In one of thefe fallies. Major

General Crawford v/as taken prifoner ; but our

troops v;ere rather animated, than difcouraged by

fuch checks. The enemy's lines, by which the

town v/as covered, were next attacked, and car-

ried without much lofs ; chiefly by the intrepi-

dity of a corps of marines, which had been but

newly raifed. Bui:, though the town was now

totally abandoned, and the defence confined en-

tirely to the citadel ; and though the Britifh fleet,

by cutting off all communication with the conti-

nent, deprived the befieged of every hope of fuc-

cour, the Chevalier de St. Croix determined to

^tdils"' hold out to the laft extremity. He, therefore, did

not offer to capitulate, till the 7th of June, when,

there being not the flighteft profpe£t of fuccour,

and the place no longer tenible, it was yielded

to the Englilh, and the garrifon marched out with

the honours of war.—The conquefl: of Belleifle

cofl Britain 1800 men killed and v/ounded. A-
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ihohg the former, Sir W. Peere Williams was ' 7"^^.

moft regretted. He was a young gentleman of europi.

great talents and expectations, who had made a

diflinguifhed figure in parliament. He had but '

newly entered into the fervice ; and was Ihot m
the night, by approaching too near one of the

enemy's centinels.

Many were of opinion, notwithftanding all the

reafons urged in favour of this expedition, that

the Britifli forces might have been much more

advantageoufly employed. The conqueffc of a bar"

ren rock, without produce, harbour, convenience^

or confequence, was thought to be but a poor

compenfation for the lofs of near 2000 choice

troops, and an immenfe fum of moneyi.

3 A 2 CHAR
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C H A P. XXXTI.

Detached naval tranJaBions in the year 176 1.

1761. r-p
_ ^

=--" 1 HE naval operations compofe the mofl bnl-

suROPE.
\y^y\\. portion of the war on the part of Britain ;

but, from their famenefs, and the profeffional

terms in which they are neceffarily involved, they

afford little pleafure in the relation. The confi-

derate reader will eafily conceive the difficulty of

varying the defcription, and excufe the fimilarity

fo vifible in the accounts of fca engagements.

The Richmond frigate, commanded by Cap-

tain Elphinfton, of 32 guns, and 220 men, fla-

tioned on the coaft of Flanders, fell in with the

Felicite, a French frigate of the fame force, on

the 23d of January. Next day, about ten in the

morning, a fevere engagement began near Grave-

Engage- fandc, about eight miles difhant from the Hague.

tv\'<"en tTe The yoiing Prince of Orange, the Britifh and
Richmond

jPi-gj^ch ambaffadors, and a great number of peo-

pie, alTem.bled to view the combat, in the ifiue

01 which the honour of the two nations was ma-

terially interefted. After an engagement of two

hours, both fhips ran afliore ; and, in that fitua-

tion, the battle was continued for a confiderable

time, till the French deferted their quarters, and

abandoned the fliip, which was greatly damaged^

having loft their captain, and about 100 men.

'i'he Richmond got off without fuftaining any con-

fiderable damage, no more than three men be-
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ing killed, and 13 wounded. The French am- ^1^^-

bafTador loudly exclaimed againfl: this attack as a eur^e
violation of the Dutch neutrality, and demanded

fatisfa£tion for the infult ; but, though the States

General remonftrated to the court of London, the

affair gave way to matters of greater importance.

Captain Wood of the Minerva frigate, cruif-

ing in the chops of the channel, on the 23d of

January, defcried a large two-decked vefiel, fleer-

ing to the weflward. She proved to be the War-
wick, an Englifh fixty-gun fliip, taken by the

French in the courfe of the war. She now mount-

ed 7^^ guns, and her crew amounted to about

300 men, including a detachment of foldiers in-

tended to reinforce the garrifon of Pondicherry in

the Eafl Indies. Captain Wood, notwichflandlng Aaionbc-

the fuperiority of his antagonift, attacked her MrnTrva''

without hefitation, and met with a warm recep- wkk,^^^*^^

tion. Both fhips lofl feveral mafls, and fell foul

of each other ; fo that both crews were encum-

bered by their broken mafts and fhattered rigging.

The waves at length feparated them, and the

Warwick fell to leeward. Captain Wood, how-

ever, foon cleared his fhip, and renewed the en-

gagement, which lafled about an hour; at the ex-

piration of which, the Warwick ftruck, having

lofl about 14 men killed, and 35 wounded. The
Minerva loll nearly the fame number, and all her

mafls went by the board ; notwithflanding which,

her prize was conveyed in triumph to Spithead.

On the 13th of March, Captain Nightingale,

in the Vengeance frigate, encountered, near the

Land's-end, a French Ihip called the Entreprenant,
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1761. pierced for 44, but mounted only with 26 gmUj
having 200 men on board, and a rich cargo,

bound to St. Domingo. The action was fupported

on both fides with uncommon fury, until, the

Vengeance being fet on fire by the enemy's wad-

ding, the French took the advantage of the con-

fufion produced by this accident, and attempted to

boa^rd her. In this attempt, however, they m.if-

carried, through the courage and activity of the

AfHoD be- Englilh captain, who cleared his veffel, and flood

Vengeance ^^oof, iu ofdcr to repair his rigging. No fooner

was that in feme degree effefted, than the en-

gagement was renewed, and lafted a full hour,

when the Entreprenant bore away. The Venge-

ance, again difabled in her rigging, was fpeedily

repaired, and began a third attack, more furious

than any of the preceding, which lafled an hour

and a half, when the enemy called for quarter. The
Entreprenant loft 1 5 men killed, and 24 wounded*

The Englilh lod about half that number.

In the Mediterranean, the cruifers belonging

to the fquadron commanded by Admiral Saun-

ders, were equally fuccefbful. In the beginning

of April, the Ifis of ^o guns, commanded by

Captain Wheeler, defcried the Oriflamme, a French

fliip of 40 guns, off Cape Tres Foreas. The Eng-

iifh captain gave chace, and came up with her a-

bout fix in the evening ; and a running fight was

maintained till half an hour after ten. In the be-*

ginning of the engagement, Captain Wheeler was

unfortunately killed ; and the comm.and devolved

on Lieutenant Cunningham, who, perceiving that

the enemy's defign was to reach the Spanlfli fliore,
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boarded her immediately ; and her commander fiib- ly^i*

mitting, fhe \vas brought into the bay of GibraU
^y'^^^E,

tar. Forty-five of her men were killed or wound-

ed; the lofs of the Ifis did not exceed four killed,

and nine wounded—Captain Proby, in the Thbn-

derer, together with the Modefte, Thetis, ^nd

Favourite Hoop, belonging to the fame fquadron,

were ordered to cruife upon the Spanilh coaft,

with a vie^v to intercept the Achilles and Bouffon,

two French fliips of war, v/hich lay in the harbour

of Cadiz. On the 16th of July, they were def-

cried by the Britifli cruifers. About midnight, the Snrr"'' r

Thunderer came up with the Achilles, and, after ..n;
',"»

a bloody engagement of half an hour, obliged
^^'^^j.^,

J

'^

her to ftrike. In this fliort engagement, the

Thunderer had 40 men killed, and 100 vvouiid-

ed ; among the latter, was the captain. About

feven next morning, the Thetis engaged the i_>oLjr-

fon, and the hre was maintained on both fides

with great vivacity for half an hour, when, the

Modefte ranging up, and firing a few guns, the

French captain fubmitted. The prizes were car-

ried into the bay of Gibraltar, much damaged in

their rigging, and diminifned in their crews.

The importance of the following engagement,

will juftify the mimite relation which is given of it.

—On the 1 oth of Auguft, the Bellona, a flilp of

the line, commanded by Captain Faulkner ; and

the Brilliant, of 30 guns, commanded by Captain

L(5gic ; failed from the river Tagus in Portugal,

for England. On the 14th, being off Vigo, they

difcovered three fail of fliips, one of the line of

battle, and tvvo frigates, flandlng in for the land.
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1761. Thefe veflels no fooner perceived the Britlfli fliips,

EUROPE, than they bore down upon them, till within the

diftance of feven miles. A hazy atmofphere made

the Enghih veflels appear much larger than they

really were ; and the three French ihips (as they

proved to be) dreading the iffue of an encounter,

fuddenly wore round, filled all their fails, and

crowded away. The Englilh captains immediately

gave chace, until fun-fet, when, one of the French

frigates hauling out in the offing. Captain Faulk-

Enpage- ncr difplayed a fignal to the Brilliant to purfue in

"'lxp th'e that diredion. The chace v/as continued all night,

Courageux^
and, at five in the morning, they approached fo

near as to difcern the flrength and fize of the

French fhips. I'hey proved to be the Courageux

of 74 guns, and the Mahcieufe and Hermione of

36 guns each. The French commodore was at

fuch a dillance, that he might flill have avoided

an engagement ; but he no longer declined it.

The mift was now difpelled, the air perfe6tly

ferene and clear, and he perceived that one of

the Enghfli fliips was a frigate ; and the Bellona,

from her peculiar conftrudion, appeared at a dif-

tance confiderably lefs than fhe really was. He
accordingly made a fignal for his two frigates to

clofe with and attack the Brilliant, hauled down
his fludding fails, wore round, and flood for the

Bellona under his topfails. Captain Faulkner,

having manned his quarters, and made every ne-

cefTary difpofition for engaging, advanced towards

the Frenchman with an eafy fail.„ The fea was

undulated by a gentle breeze ; aj^d the fhips, fully

prepared for aclion, approached each other with
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a profound and awful filence. Never was there ^7^^'

a more equal match. Both fliips were command- ^ "^
* ^ EUROPE*

ed by officers of approved courage and ability ;

and their burthen, number of guns, and weight

of metal, were the fame. The Courageux had

700 men, the Bellona 550. The- fire on both

fides was fufpended, until they were within piftol-

{hot of each other, when the adion commenced

with a mod dreadful difcharge of cannon and

mufketry. In a very few minutes, the rigging

of the Bellona was entirely cut and fliattered by

the fliot, and the mizzen-mafl fell over the (tern,

"

with all the men on the round top, who faved

their lives with great difficulty, by clambering into

the port-holes. Apprehenfive that the enemy would Engage-

feize the opportunity of his being difabled, to t.veen the

fliQer off. Captain Faulkner gave orders for im- couia*euL

mediate boarding ; a meafure, however, which

was rendered altogether imprafliicable by the por-

tion of the two fhips. The Courageux was novf

falling athwart the bow ot the Bellona, and would

infallibly have raked her fore and aft, as the haul-

yards, and mod of the other ropes by which the

Bellona could be worked, were already Ihot away.

By the dexterity of Captain Faulkner, the ihip

was wore round with the ftudding fails, and fell

upon the oppofite quarter of the Courageux. His

officers and men, perceiving this change of po(i-i

tion, immediately flew to the guns on the other

fide, now oppofed to the enemy, from which

they poured a moil terrible difcharge, and con-

tinued it without intermiffion or abatement. The

calmnefs of the fea permitted the full ufe of the

3 s
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i7'5i. heavy artillery, and the execution it did on the

suRopE, Courageux -was dreadful. The engagement conti-

nued, in this furious manner, for twenty minutes,

when the French enfign was hauled down.

The battle ceafed ; the Britiih failors left their

quarters ; and the officers were congratulating

on the fuccefs of the day, when a fhot was un-

expectedly fired from the lower tier of the Cou-

rageux. The feamen immediately ran to their

quarters, and, without orders, poured in two

broad-fides upon the enemy, who now called for

quarter, and an end was put to the engagement.

.—The Bellona had fuffered confiderably in her

rigging, but her hull was fcarcely touched ; and

the number of the killed and wounded, did not

exceed 40. The Courageux appeared like a

wreck on the water. Nothing was left {landing,

but her fore-maft and bowfprit ; large breaches

were made in her fides, many of her guns dif-

mounted, and her decks were ftrewed with car-

nare. Above 220 of her men were killed ; and

half that number was brought afliore, wounded,

to Liibon, to which place the prize was conveyed.

Dextenty The valour and addrefs of Captain Logie in

logicr^'" the Brilliant, contributed, in a great meafure, to

the fuccefs of the Beliona. He had two frigates to

engage, the lead of which was of equal ftrength

with the fliip he commxanded. He could not at-

tempt to board, or expeft to make prize of

cither ; he therefore determined to amufe them

both, fo as to prevent their affifting the Coura-

geux. This he efPeded with great dexterity, and

obliged them both to fheer otf, confiderably d.8i^

jn^iged in their mafts and rigging.
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1*0 what caufe mufl; we afcribe this continued ^7^^*

fiiperiority of the Englifli, in naval engagements ? jurops*
" Is it not," fays a celebrated French writer,*

" that the fea is the elTential element of the En-

" gliih, whereas the French can do without it ;

" and that every nation always fucceeds bed in

*' thofe things of which it (lands in abfolute

" need ? May it not arife from London's being a

*' fea-port, whereas Paris fees only a few boats

" paffing upon the Seine ? Or, may not the En-
" glifh cUmate and foil produce men of a more
" robuft and vigorous habit of bodv, and minds

" more fitted to labour and fatigue, than that of

" France, in the fame manner as it produces

" dogs and horfes more proper for the chace ?"

Allowing this to be cafe ; how fhall we account for

the inferiority of the French failors, in managing

their guns ? They are regularly taught the pradi-

cal part of gunnery, an advantage which the En^

glifh have feldom the opportunity of acquiring.

To what then mufl it be owing, but to that bravery

and refolution, which no education or difcipline

can beflow, and which never forfakes them in

the moment of danger. By thefe they remain in

full poffeflion of their faculties, at a time when the

French are frequently rendered incapable of any

vigorous exertion either of mind or body.

* Vcluiic.

t B 2 CHAR
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CHAP. XXXIII.

J^egotiation for peace—Interference cf Spain—CoU'

ferenccs broke off-
—B^efignation of Mr. Fitt-—War'

declared againji Spairti

1761.

5UR0PE.
i\ OTIIING, but repeated misfortunes, and the

inability under which France found herfelf to

maintain the war, could have difpofed her coun-

cils to peace. The pacific fcntiments' of Britain^

were influenced, by her having obtained, during

the war, its original objed:, fecurity for her A-

raerican pofTefiions, to which the war in Germany

was no more than fecondary. In the beginning

of the year 1761, the belligerent powers agreed

to renew certain negotiations, which had been

abruptly broken off in the end of the year 1759 j

and Augfburg in Germany was appointed for the

place of conference, the Due de Choifeul being

appointed the French plenipotentiary. It foon ap-

peared, that the negotiation, through the compli-

cation of intcrefls concerned in it, muft be inex-

tricable, unlefs matters were previoufly adjufted

between Great Britain and France. It was agreed,

therefore, that the Briilih and French miniflers

ihould enter upon a treaty, by agency ; and ac-

cordingly M. Bufiy was fent to London, as Mr.

Stanley was to Paris, for that purpofe.

M. BussY, the French minifter, on his arrival

in Great Britain, perceived a diverfity of difpofi-

tion in the people, as to the objed of peace : the
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one more flexible, earnell, and gentle; the other ^7'5i.

more firm, indifferent, and blunt. To difcrimi-

nate thofe two parties, we fliall rank the firft un-

der the name of Lord Bute,* and the lad under

that of Mr. Pitt.

The principles of the former, were as follow. Principles

Our German connedions, had been an old and Buc^°and

popular complaint ; and our career of glory and
fe^,^^^^'

fuccefs, had furniihed us with acquifitions, not ^ P^'^^e.

only to accompiifh the end for which the war was

undertaken, but alfo to gratify us with the pro-

fped of large and additional advantages. In this

fituation, it was no unnatural event, that minds

of the befl and noblefl: difpofitions, Ihould be in-

clined towards eftablifhing the peace and repofe

of Europe. This inclination derived accummu-
lated force and vigour from the profpe£t of na-

tional felicity, arifmg from the introduction to

government, of a young prince, whofe good and
.

benevolent difpofitions might be lefs obftrufted

by the hurry and accidents of a turbulent uncer-

tain ftate of war, and more extenfively ditfufe

themfelves, and endear the grov/ing affedions of

his people, by eafmg them of the burthens and

taxes they fo chearfuUy complied with, enlarging

their commerce, and giving them all the bleffmgs

of a profperous peace, under the influence of pu-

blic virtue, and the advancement of the elegant
'—Mgi^^EmM——— »

* This nobleman may be iaid to have culiivatcd the m'.nd of hi.';

Majefty from his cradle. He was the conRant companion cf his fo'

litude, and waS now admitted to a ftare in the adminiftration. He
fuccceded the Earl of Holderneffe as fecretary of ftate for the northern

department, and was fuppofed t» ftaad with Mr, Pitt, as joint ma.^a-

get of public affairs. ^
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1761. and polite arts. Peace was the only means of at--*

raining thofe bleflings in view ; and therefore an

immediate negotiation for that purpofe was necef-

fary, left the prelent Hate of affairs might be

changed tor the worfe.

Principles Mr. PiTT, and thofc comprehended in his fy-

Tncfhis^' ' flem of conduct, differed materially in their prin-

party. cJplcs fiom the above. They were not averfc to

peace. In the midu of our glory and conquefts,

the Britilh court generoufly manifefted its equity

and humanity for preventing the farther ravages

of war, by making overtures to that of France,

for coming to an accommodation. Thefe over-

tures were rejected by that petulant and haughty

court, with the fcorn and contempt of conquerors.

From this recent event, from the duplicity and

infmcerity of the French in all their tranfaftions,

from their movements and machinations at all the

other courts of Europe, and from their unintermit-

ting approaches towards the moft intimxate coahtion

and union of inter efts with Spain, it was evident,

that their profellions were little to be depended on.

It was, therefore, natural for minds of the moft

exalted greatnefs, to think, that, as they had con-

duced the war with unexampled vigour, which

had been followed by unparallelled fuccefs, they

Ihould improve this fuceefg, and continue the ex-

ertion of this vigour, till the enemy fliould be

brought to relent, and become fincere in their

defires after peace ; not indulged in negotiations

to amufe and relax our fpirit, whiift they were

drawing breath, improving by our inattention, and

looking out for auxiliaries, and freftj aflbciates, to
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Tcnew the war. They fliould be pufiied in every ^1^^'

ftrong and attainable poft, till reduced to fix at Europe
once the capital terms of peace, in clear and well-

executed preliminaries.

BussY improved upon this fpirit of oppofition
;

and, while he rendered himfclf agreeable, by his

courtefy and addrefs, to the fpeculators of negoti-

ation, he dexteroufly threw into a farcaftical light,

every virtue of thofc who were for pufliing on

our advantages with unremitting vigour. He plied

Mr. Pitt with the common places of compliments

and foothing exprefiions ; but the genius of that

minifter difdained thofe mechanical arts, which

the court of Verfailles, and fome perhaps at that

of St. James's, thought to be eflentials. *

Every thing being thus prepared, Bufly pre- spain inter-

fented to the Britifh minifter, what he called a [h^ne"oti-

private memorial, intimating, that his Catholic ^'^'°°-

Majefty fiiould be invited to accede to the gua-

ranty of the treaty, and that his concerns like-

wife fliould be included in this negotiation. Thofe

were comprized under the three foUowmg heads.

FirJ}, Satisfaftion for Spanifh ' captures made by

the Englifli flag, for which there was little or no

colour of complaint. 2dly, The claim of the Spa-

niards to fifli upon the banks of Newfoundland ;
-j-

* It has been thought, that, at the beginning of the negotiation of

MefT. BulTy and Stanley, the former had in ref'erve, the iinexpefted

interpofition of Spain to regard the conchifion of the treaty ; and that

the chief objeft of his miffion, was to irritate and force the partizans

©f peace to difcover themfelves.

f The hiftory of the Spanilli claim to fifii upon the banks of New-

foundland, is curious.—Newfoundland is not the mod inviting coun-

jtry ;n the world, and has occafionallv pafled through fcver;^] hands.
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il6\. and, lajlly^ The demolition of the Englifh fettle-

ments made in the bay of Honduras.—From this,

and the Due de Choifeul's declaration about the

fame time, it appears, that the courts of France

and Spain had combined together, and entered

mto deliberate, fhrong, and intimate engagements
;

by which the crown of Spain was to direO: and

guaranty our peace with France, and the French

king adjuft our differences with Spain. But vi-

gour animated the court of Britain. Mr. Pitt, by

order of the king, returned to M. Buify his me-

confer&nce morial, as totally inadmiifable ; and broke off the

conferences, by intimating the recal of Mr Stan-

ley, and the difmiffion of M. Buffy. He called

on the Spaniih ambaflador to difavow the memo-

rial given in by Buify ; but the Spaniard, in-

flead of difavowicg, openly acknowledged and iu-

ftihed the ftep taken by the Frenchman. He de-

clared, that the kings of France and Spain were

broke off.

^ ^w^au..',",. . ^\J^Jfff<ftuynM .i.w.

Nothing ie more indifputable, than that the original right of it, by

difcovciy, belonged to the crown of England, fo far back as the reign

of Henry the 7th. But the climate was fo uninviting, that the En-

glifh, though they never made any formal ceflion of it, about the yeaiT

1570, negfcdled it fo greatly, that the Bifcayneers, or, as they are call-

ed, the Guijiufcoans, for the benefit of the Spaniih lent-obfervers,

fillicd on the banks of Newfoundland, and otherwife carried on a con-

lideraMe trade there in fuis and fl^ins, till, in the year 1579, the En-

rlilh re-afTtrted their right to the place ; and, in the year I5S3, Sir

Humjjhrey Gilbtrt, a Devonfliii-e gentletnan, took an exclufive pof-

fcllion of it, by a commiflion under Queen Elizaheth.—Notwithfland-

5ng thcfe facts are incontefiable, the Spaniards never lofl fight of the

light of pafturage they pretended to on this fea-common, the mofl

fertile and profitable ofapiy in the world. They mentioned it at the

treaty of Uticcht, where it was not thought worthy of a ferious difcuf-

fion ; and it remained dormant, till, to the amazement of the world,

it was revived in the negotiation at London in the year 176X, bctweea

Mr. Pitt and Mr, BufTy.
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united, not only by the ties of blood, but by mu- ^7*^^'

tual intereft. He infifted much on the fincere europs,

defire of peace, the only motive which influenced

the condud of the twomonarchs ; and concluded,

in the true flyle of Spaniili rhodomontade, that,

if his mailer had been aftuated by any other prin-

ciples, his Catholic Majefty, giving full fcope to

his greatncfs, would have fpoken from himfelf,

and as became his dignity.

Orders were immediately communicated to

Lord Briftol at Madrid, to remonllrate, with ener-

gy and lirmnefs, on the unexampled irregularity

of that court ; to defire a proper explanation, with

regard to the naval armaments, which had been

fo long preparing in the various ports of Spain
;

and to come to fome explicit and categorical ec«-

clairciflement, with regard to the deftination of

her fleets, as well as with refpcd to her difpofi-

tions to maintain and cultivate friendfliip and good

• correfpondence with Great Britain.—The dif-

patches from Lord Briftol arrived on the i ith of

September, tranfmitting a paper of M. Wall, the

Spanifli minifter, containing the fentiments of that

court, which fully, amply, and affe£lionately owns

and vindicates her whole proceedings with France,

and intimates the wanneft attachment and adhe-r

rence to the interefts of that court.

Mr. Pitt feems to have feen clearly, at this

time, the ultimate and fecret views of Spain ; and,

in this profpecl, he ftood reoolleded in all his in-

nate vigour and firmnefs. He confidered this ex-

planation of the Catholic king's fentiments, as a

full declaration of his engagements and refolutions

3 c
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»7<^t- to fupport the crown of France with all his power.

ituRopE. The interfperfed faint compliments of regard to

Great Britain, he looked upon as fo many thin

blinds, and weak devices, to put this kingdon;

off its guard, till he fliould be fufficiently en-

abled, by receiving his treafufe from the Weft-

Indies, to commence war with a greater certainty

of faccefs. To difappoint the effects of this plan,

to precipitate this proud and unprovoked enemy

into his own fnare, to cut off from him his nerves

and fmews of war, and hurl the calamities of his

own duplicity and fineffe upon the heads of him-

felf and his people, Mr. Pitt was for the moft vi-

gorous meafures being inflantly taken and exe-
Mr. ritt

cuted. He moved, that the treafures of the Spa-
moves tor ' *

war againft njfh monarch {hould be intercepted, and the ter-
gpain. ^

.

rors and mifchiefs of hoftile enmity carried into

his wide-extended dominions, under the fanftiou

of an open and declared war, unlefs, without fur-

ther negotiation, he inftantly gave the fulleft fe-r

curity of his friendiliip and neutrality, to the re^

quifiticn to be made thereof, not by the tardy and

cautious fteps of an ambaffador, but by our com-

manders in chief at the head of the Britifh power,

tendering the r.cccptance of fmcere friendfliip, or

inveterate enmity, and armed in the might of the

nation to fave or to dcftroy.

Oppofed. In this grand and leading motion, he was op-

pofed by his colleagues in adminiflration. They

urged, that a tedious, bloody, and expenfive war,

with fo powerful an enemy as France, might well

induce their attention and caution how they in-

volved their young fovereign in a new war with,
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a powerful king, rich in liis refources of treafure, ^7^^'

and formidable by a numerous fleet of capital eukopb.

ihips. Spain had not only fliewed no enmity to-

wards us, but had at times fo perfevered in pro-

feffions of friendfhip, that even our ambaffador

was led to think (he defired to be upon the befl

terms with us. It was not the intereft of the

crown of Spain, to embarrafs itfelf with the broken

fortunes of France. The friendlhip of nature and

coTifanguinity, might be (trong between thefe two

crowns ; but it was not reafonable to think it

W'ould fo far miflead the Spanifli monarch, as that

he {hould involve his fubjefts, and his own inte-

refts, in thofe calamities and ruins of war, which Reafons a-

•
1 1 1

• 1 • gainftawar

might be fuppofed to be unavoidable, m takmg with spaia,

part againft a viftorious, powerful, and trium-

phant nation, flufiied with fuccefs, and flvilled in

the arts of conqueft. In thefe circumflances, it

appeared neither juft nor politic, to be the aggref-

fors, in hurrying on hoftilities, and making an

enemy ; when, by delay, and further negotiation,

we might preferve a friend, and obtain the blef-

fmgs of a good peace with the whole world. At

the fame time, they thought it neceffary, not to

relax in vigour, or be unprepared for the v^^orft,

which, fhould it happen in this way, would clear

US from the afperfion thrown out upon us at the

commencement of the war with France. Our

moderation and equity would then obtain us the

efteem and approbation of all Europe, when they

beheld with how much reludance we entered up-

on a new war.

'I c 2
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^7^^' ]\Ir. Pitt, finding himfelf over-ruled, and uns

uxr<o?E
f^ppo''"^^^^ by any but Lord Temple, his fellow-

compatriot, and coadjutor in the meafures pro-

pofed, faw his influence in the ftate at an end.

He knew himfelf able to anfwer and account for

his courfe of adminiuration hitherto ; and this ap-

peared to him the propereft; time to refign his

truft, when he could no longer be ufetul in the

execution of it. He muft either obftrud and

cmbarrafs the meafures carried on by others, if

he oppofed them ; or facrifice his own fame and

honour, if he concurred in them, contrary to his

own conviQion, and what he apprehended to be

the inte^efl of his country.

From thefe, or fuch like fair and honeft mo-
tives, ]\Ir. Pitt, to the univerfal aftonifhment and

Mr. Pitt deje<^ion of the whole nation, refigned the feals

^ '°"^"
into his Majefty's own hands, on the qth Odober.

—He condefcended to juftify himfelf, on this oc-

cafion, from the afperiions thrown out againft

him, by declaring his motives for refignation,

which were, that he would no longer be anfwer-

able for meafures of which he had not the folc

direction.

His ciia- No minifier of Great Britain, has been more

temptel' fortunatc than Mr. Pitt ; and none were better

entitled to grandeur and profperity, from the abi-

lities and vigour of mind confpicuous in every

part of his conduct. To the moft extenfive know-

ledge, and an eloquence irrefiftible, he added that

noblenefs, that difmtereitednefs of foul, which ren-

der thofe qualifications venerated, as well as ad-

mired. Bold, active, and enterprifing, there was a



A/i/i'&r^J/emetiu

.

I^UTT; JE:AItL OF CM^^MlM,





OF GUEAT BRITAIN. 5^5

greatnefs in his defigns, not eafily comprehended ^761^

by little minds: and nodiinej, but fuccefs, could have ,.~~

faved them from the imputation of raflmefs. With-

out the adventitious advantages of birth and for-

tune, he raifed himfelf, fingly by his own abilities,

to the higheft degree of power in this kingdom.

His knowledge of the human charader, enabled

him to appoint particular men, to thofe particular

employments and enterprifes, to which their genius

and capacities were adapted; and the mo{t power-

ful intereft, could never obtrude unqualified per-

fons upon him—merit, only, was a fuflicient re-

commendation.

He pofTefTed, in the higheft degree, the con-

fidence and affection of the people; without which,

a minifter of Great Britain can have httle hopes

of fuccefs. Advancement to power, which is ge-

nerally attended with the lofs of public efteem, in

him feemed only to confirm it ; and, for the firft

time, adminiftration and popularity were united.

In conducting the war, his views were extended

to the remoteft parts of the world ; and there was

not a place, however diftant, but felt the power

of his favour or refentment. He never permitted

the enemy to breathe ; but overwhelmed them
with reiterated blows, kept up the alarm in every

quarter, fo that, dazzled, as it were, by the mul-

titude and celerity of his enterprifes, they feemed

to have loft all power of refiftance.—He revived

the military genius of the people ; reftored difci-

pline to the army ; eftabliflied a national militia
;

fupported our allies ; extended our trade ; raifed
'

our reputatioo j and augmented our dominions.
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iTi^i- Dlfpatcli, accivity, regularity, and vigour, were the

euroTe. leading charaftcriilics of his adminiitrarion ; and

he oppoled, to the utmofi, that tide of parliamen-

tary corruption, which muit one day overwhelm

the liberties of Britain.

Happy had it been for this country, if thofc

great and fnining qualifications had been accom-

panied with a difpofition more pliable, and a tem=-

per lefs aiiftere. Confcious of his own fuperiof

talents, he was haughty, imperious, impatient of

contradiction, and overbearing. Thefe qualities

difabkd him from acling any otherwife than alone
5

and deprived his country of his fervices, at a

Critical and mod dangerous period.

In focial hfe, he was a mod agreeable and live-

ly companion ; and had fuch a verfatility of wit,

that he could adapt it to all forts of converfation.

He is faid to have had a mofl happy turn to poe-

try ; but this he feldom indulged, and feldomer

v-vowed.

In {hort, to fum up the character of this fplen-

did luminary of the fenate and the cabinet, in the

Words of Lord Cheilerfield, " it mud be acknow-
" ledged, that he had thofe qualities which none

" but a great m.an can have ; with a mixture of

*' fome of thofe failings, which are the common
*' lot of v.'retched and imperfcft human nature."

The King, to (hew the favourable fenfe he

entertained of his fervices, beftowed on" him an

annual penfion of 3000I. for three hves ; with the

title of Earonefs of Chatham to his lady, and that

of Baron to her heirs- m.aie-—a circumftance which

gave a feverc fliock to his popularity.



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 397

His refignation excited an univerfal murmur i?^!*

throughout the nation; but the fpirits of the people ^J^^g
had been raifed by great and continued fuccelFes,

to fuch a height, that nothing could at once de-

prefs them. There might have been a time, how-

ever, when the lofs of fuch a man would have

been attended with the moft fatal confequences.

At the time of his refignation, Mr. Pitt con-

ceived a war with Spain to be unavoidable ; but

the fame degree of conviftion, had not then ap-

peared to Lord Bute. No fooner, however, had

Spain received the expe£led treafare from the

Weft Indies, than the court of Madrid dlfcovered

to our ambaifadprs, her open contempt and en-

mity towards Great Britain. Mr. Wall, in his

anfwers to the queftions which were put to him,

replied in the moft infulting and haughty manner, inrdencc

He openly avowed the exiftence of the famous
"-/h^TOilu^

treaty called the Family CompaB^ by replying to the ^"•

Englifli requifition refpe£ting it, in thefc memor-

able words ;
" That the fpirit of haughtinefs and

difcord, which diftated this inconfiderate demand

of the Britifti miniftry, and which, for the mif-

fortune of mankijid, ftill predominated in that

government, amounted to a declaration of war :

that when the King's dignity was attacked, that

moment the war was declared ; and that the Bri-

tifti minifter might return how and when he thought

proper."

On the 17th of December, the Earl of Briftol

quilted Madrid ; and, foon after, the Spanifli am-

baftador left London. Before he departed, he

publillicd a paper or manifcfto, in which the caufe
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EUROPE.

1 761. of rupture between the two nations, is afcribed

folely to the haughty temper, and overbearhig

difpofition of Mr. Pitt. He declared, that the

treaty fo much talked of, had not the lead. con-

nexion with the prefent war ; and though the

members of the houfe of Bourbon had agreed to

guaranty their refpeftive dominions, it was to be

underftood only of thofe dominions which fhould

remain to France after the war was concluded.*'

—To this memorial, the Earl of Egremont, who

had fucceeded Mr. Pitt as fecretary of ftate, re-

plied in clear and difpalTionate terms ; and, with-

out ftooping to perfonal inve£lives, perfpicuoufly

pointed out the evafive duphcity of the Spanifh

court..—^Thus an attempt to reftore tranquillity to

Europe, was the means of plunging her more

deeply into the horrors of w^ar.

* This anfwer was imt at all conformable to the demand. It fets

forth, indeed, the general purport of a treaty dated the 15th of Augiifi:

;

but carefully avoids an explanation of Spain's intention towards Great

Britain, or her future connexions with France. The particular terms

of this famous paftum familix, at length transpired; when it appeared

not only inimical to Great Britain, hut to all tlie powers of Europe.

By«the 23d and 24th articles, the fubjeds of the feveral branches of the

houie of Bourbon, are admitted to a mutual naturalization, and to a

general participation of reciprocal privileges and immunities. By the

26th article, they c('ntra£l: to difclofe to each other, their alliances and

regotiations. By the 17th and i8th articles, they formally engage, not

to iillen to, nor make any propolals of peace to their common enemies,

but by mutual conient ; and, in time of peace, as well as war, to adl

as if the two monarchies formed only one and the lame power. The
direct trade to America, however, forms an exception to the abfblute.

fommunity of interefts And, in the 8th article, it is ftipulated, that

France fhallnot be entitled to the aflinance of Spain, when involved in

a war in confequence of her engagements by the treaty of Weftphaliav

uiilels I'ome maritime pov\er fliould take part in thofe wars. A plain

proof, that Britain was the objcd againft ^vhich the whole treaty wz*-

dii tiled.
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France, funk in defpondency, revived with ^7^^*

EUROfE,the profped of this new alliance. Her navy,

iliattered and inconfiderable as it was, affumed a

refpedable appearance, when united with that of

Spain. Every expedient was put in pradice, to

increafe their fleet ; and alinoft the whole pro-

perty of the kingdom, was employed in equipping

privateers.

Britain, now at war with the principal

powers of Europe, feemed to derive additional

Ifrength and vigour from the number of her ene-

mies.—The fpirit of the nation was raifed to a

kind of enthufiafm, by a fucceffion of important

vidories ; and a Spanifh war added the profpedl

of plunder, to the defire of conqueft. The fup-

plies granted by parhament, were hberal beyond

precedent ; and the land-forces and feamcn were

confiderably increafed.

War was formally declared againft Spain on Wardc-

the 4th of January 1762 ; and, by Spain, againfl l^'^a

^''

Britain, on the iSth of the fame month. The ^p^'°-
.

Spanifn navy, at this period, confided of about

100 {hips of war, of which 52 were of the line.

c H A p:
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CHAP. XXXIV.

Situation of the French and allied armies—Battle of

Grczbenjiein—^Prince Xavier defeated-—Heredi-

tary Yrince defeated^-^Severe aBion at Bucker

Muhl—'Caffelfurrenders to the alli^s-^ConcluJion

of the ivar in WeJIphalia,

17,62.

EUROPE,

1 HOUGH, at the beginning of the year 1762,

the French had the advantage of the allied army,

both in numbers and fituation, the event of the

campaign promifed to be favourable to the latter.

Neither the fuperiority of number, nor the ad-

vantages they had gained in the field, had at all

availed the French. They had to contend for the

very places which they had fought for the two pre-

ceding years. A great diflenfion had, likewife,

for fome time, prevailed between Soubife and

Broglio, who had fent reciprocal complaints of

Sregiio fu- each other to court. The contention ended in the

by'soubife.
^ifgracc of Broglio, who was fufpeded of having

neglected (thro* his excefiive pride, which could

not bear an equal in command) to improve thofc

favourable opportunities which the fortune of war

had thrown in his way. The command of the

army was therefore given to the Prince de Sou-

bife, who was greatly beloved by the troops; and

with him Marflial D'Etrecs was foon after affoci-

ated in the command.

The event, however, foon evinced how little

thofe generals were able to contend v/ith Prince

Ferdinand. The French army was very advan-^
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tageoufly pofled near a place called Grseberifteln, ^76^»

en the frontiers of Hefle. Their centre occupied £urop*«

an eminence ; their left wing was rendered ahnoft

inacceffibie, by feveral deep ravines ; and their

right was covered by the village of Grsebenftein,

by feveral rivulets, and a llrong detachment unr

der Monfieur de Caftries, one of their beft of-

ficers.—»The allied army was inferior in numbec

to the French, and was alfo feparated into bodies,

fo diftant from each other, that the French never

imagined it would be in their power to join in any

fudden attack upon them ; and therefore thought

they had nothing to f&ar.

Their fecurity prbved to be but ill-grounded.

General Luckner, with a coniiderable body of

the allied army, was polled near Eimbeck on the

Leine, to the eaftward of the Wefer. Here he

watched the motions of Prince Xavier of Saxony,

and was reciprocally watched by him. At laft.

Prince Ferdinand fent orders tt) General Luckner,

to quit this port, in order to affift him in the

defign he had of attacking the French arnly. To
accomplifli this, Luckner left a fmall party in his

camp, which deceived Prince Xavier. He then

marched off with all the reft, in the night-time ;

crofled the Wefer with the utmoft fpeed ; and

pofted himfelf behind the French army, without

being perceived. At the fame time, General

Sporken placed himfelf in fuch a manner, as to

attack the right wing in flank. Prince Ferdinand

cro|red the Dymel, in order to fall upon their

centre. The attack on the enemy's left was com^

manded by Lord Granby.

3 D 2
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1-62. These preparations of the allies were made
7"^

, with fo much fecrecy, celerity, and judgment,

that the French had not the lead notice of their

approach. They found themfelves unexpedledly

attacked, on the 24th of June, in front, flank, and

rear ; and the moment the attack was made, the

French were put to flight. An entire defeat would

have enfued, had not Monfieur Stainville, who
commanded on the left, thrown hmifelf, with the

flower of the French infantry, into a wood, which

Battle of enabled him, with the lofs of the greatefh part of

it, to cover the retreat of the army. All this bo-

dy, except two battalions, were cut to pieces, or

made prifoners. The other bodies, however, were

covered bv this refolute effort, and found means

to flielter themfelves under the cannon of Caflfel,

or precipitately retire to the other fide of the Fulda.

But, though Mr. Stainville thus prevented the

French from receiving a total defeat, the confe-

quences of the action were not recovered during

the whole campaign.-—The prifoners taken by the

allies on this occafion, amounted to 2750 private

rnen, and 162 officers. On their fide, were loft^

only a few private men, and Lieutenant Colonel

Townfbend.—The death of the latter was much
regretted. He was fecond fon to the Honourable

Thomas Townfhend, Efq; and had diilinguilhed

liimfelf on many occafions. At Guadaloupe, h€

was puflied overboard in the landing of the troops

;

but a black fcryant of his, jumped after him, and

faved his life. In the campaign of 1761, he was

fliot through the arm in Germany, and now loft

his life in the fame country.
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Tpie confequences of the vidory at Grscben- '762.

ftein, were very confiderable. Prince Ferdinand ^„„„„r

derived every advantage from it, which might be

cxpedted from a man of his confummate expe-

rience in military affairs. A body of Engiifli un-

der Lord Granby, and Lord Frederic Cavendifh,

were puflied forward into the country, fo far, that

the French foon found themfelves braved by Prince

Ferdinand in' front, while a ftrong detachment

i&om his army was upwards of 30 miles behind

them. To oppofe this detachment, and prevent

the communication of the grand army with Franc-

fort from being cut off, Monf. de Rochambeau

haftily coUefted fome brigades of infantry and ca-
'

valry at Hombourg. With thefe he attacked the

Englifh on the 6th of July. A fharp engage- snccefsof

ment enfued ; but, at laft, the French were de-

feated with confiderable lofs. The confequence

of this was, that they were obhged to evacuate

all that country ; while Fritzlar, Feltzberg, and

Lohr, with almoft all the important pofhs in the

fouth parts of Heffe, were held by the allies.

The communication with Francfort, alfo, from

which place the French drew the whole of their

fubfifhence, was totally intercepted.

Nor were the allies lefs fuccefsful in the north*

Prince Xavier was obliged to quit his advanced

poft on the Leine, and join the main army. His

communication with Gottingen, alfo, was cut off;

and thus the garrifon of that place was left defli-

tute of fupport. Perceiving themfelves in this

fituation, they blew up a part of the fortifica-

tions, and attempted to make a retreat. Tliey
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1762. were difappointed ; no place was found open fof
'

their efcape, and they returned in confufion and

terror : but at laft they found means to evacuate

the place, without oppofition, on the 16th of Au-

guft.-—Prince Xavier, in the mean time, had

joined himfelf to the right of the grand army,

which lay to the eaftward of the Fulda, not far

from the place where that river forms an angle

in its junftion with the Werra. Here he was un-

der no apprehenfions, becaufe the French had a
confiderable garrifon in the town of Munden, which

fcands in the neighbourhood. This fituation, how-

ever, could not infure fafety to Prince Xavier,

when oppofed by fuch able commanders. Ge-
nerals Zaftrow, Gilfac, and Waldhaufen, pafled

the Fulda in fight of their enemies^ and notwith-

ftanding a heavy fire of their cannon. The corps

commanded by the two former officers, polTeiTed

themfelves of a wood on the enemy's right flank

;

while General Waldhaufen feized a village called

Bonavert, which lay between the enemy and Mun*
den. Thus he was enabled, both to check the

garrifon of tliat place, and to fall on the enemy's

rear when cccafion required ; and thefe wife dif-

Prince xa- pofitious cufurcd the allies of viftory* The Saxon

minent''""
pfincc dcfcndcd himfelf, for fome time, with great

danger. refolutiou ; buc his men, being attacked in flank,

began at laft to give way ; and, at the fame time^

General Waldhaufen attacked them, with his ca-

valry, in the rear, which compleated their defeat.

General Stainviilc, who occupied a ftrong en-

trenched camp in the neighbourhood, feeing the

danger Prince Xavier was in, haltened to his re*
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iief, with his whole army of 10,000 men. His ^7*^^.

concern for his friends, it feems, had been fo ^„„„„^

great, that he forgot his own interefts. Nobody-

was left to guard the camp ; and, therefore, the

moment Stainville left it. Prince Frederic of Brun-

Jfwic entered it, and totally deftroyed their works.

This action coft the enemy 11 00 men taken pri- .

foners, befides a great number killed on the field

on battle.

The French now found themfelves in a deplo-

rable (ituation. They were furrounded by their

enemies, though greatly inferior to themfelves.

Their communication with the country, was cut

off: they were harrafled on every fide, without

intermiffion ; and found themfelves, neither able to

advance with fuccefs, nor retreat with fafety. In

-this diflrefs, no other refource was left, but to

recal their army from the Lower Rhine. Ex-

prefles were therefore difpatched to the Prince of

Conde, entreating him to come to their affiftance.

He advanced accordingly by forced marches ; but

was clofely followed by the Hereditary Prince, who
watched all his motions, and held himfelf in rea-

dinefs to attack his army, whenever an opportu-

nity offered. This opportunity, as he thought, Het-eduaty

occurred on the 3otlvof Auguft. He attacked a tacks the

part of the French army, which was polled at a conde."

place called the heights of Johanniiberg, near the

banks of the Wetter ; and drove them entirely

from the high grounds, into the plam. But,'

whilft he purfued' this advantage, the main body

of the French army came to the aiiillance of thole

W^hp wrrc defeated. Tlie fortop'^ of the day wa*
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1762. now changed. The allies were defeated, with the

luROPE ^^^^ ^^ 3000 men, killed, wounded, and prifoners.

The Hereditary Prince himfelf was wounded by
Defeated, ^ mufliet-ball iH his hip-bone, by which his life
and wound- ' '

*<^ was long in danger, and his recovery tedious and

lingering.

Prince Ferdinand, in the mean time, con-

tinued to diftrefs the French army under Soubife

and D'Etrees. Notwithftanding their advantage-

ous fituation, he offered them battle for a whole

day ; but, fo much were they afraid of encoun-

tering him, that they decamped in the night,

quitting thofe advantageous grounds called the

heights of Mulfmgen, where they could not be

attacked but with the greateft difadvantage. The
quitting of this ftrong pod, with other advantages

which he had already gained, gave Prince Ferdi-

nand fuch a fuperiority over the French, that

even their vidory at Johannifberg availed them

nothing. The allies were flill mafters of the

communication with CafTel. The French had

thrown a garrifon of 10,000 men into that place
;

and the prince now made vigorous preparations

Thenegeof tor befiegiug it. When he had adjufted his army

cd by die
' to covcr the iiege, the French took the opportu-

aiiies.
j^jfy Q^ repailing the Lahne near Gieffen, and ad-

vancing towards Marburg. Upon this. Prince

Ferdinand drew off his army ; and, having at-

tacked the French in flank and rear, drove them

from all their polls at once, and obliged them

to repafs the Lahne with difgrace.

The fiege of CafTel was now refumed with

vigour. It was the grand object the allies had iii
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view ; and, as its relief was an objedt of equal im- ^762.

portance to the French, this fiege produced a num-
^y^^p^^

ber of fkirmiflies, in confequence of the different

movements ot the two armies. The moll remark-

able of thcfe, not for the confequences, but the

great oblVinacy Ihewn on both fides, happened at

a place called Backer. Muhl. This pofl was no-

thing more than a bridge over the river Ohme,
defended by a flight redoubt on one fide, and a

mill on the other. The poffeflion of this poft,

however, was of fome confequence to the French.

It would have rendered the redudion of Amone-
burg (a fmall, but important fortrcfs in the neigh-

bourhood) more eafy to them. For this reafon,

the poft of Bucker Muhl was obftinately defended

by the allies. They were covered by the redoubt

above mentioned, and the French by the mill.

The engagement was begun between two fmall Aaionzt

bodies, with a few pieces of cannon on both fides
; MiliS^

but the artillery was gradually augmented, till it

amounted to 25 heavy cannon on a fide. The
allies began their attack with only 100 men ; but,

before night, 17 complete battalions were en-gaged.

Thefe fuccefsfuUy reheved each other, and each

made 50 difcharges. The artillery fired at the di-

fiance of 300 paces, and the mufquetry at 30 ;

and the allied troops, as they paffcd to and from

the redoubt, were, for a length of 400 paces, ex-

pofed to the fire of all the enemy's cannon, loaded

with grape fliot. The firing was continued from

break of day, till dark night ; after which, the

allies found themfelves in pofl'effion of their re-

doubt, and the French of their mill, as they had

been before. The allies left 600 men killed and

3 E
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1762. wounded ; but the lofs of the French was thought

to be more confiderable. Towards the clofe of the

day, the bodies of the flain had ferved the allies

for a parapet to the redoubt, inftead of that which

the cannon had beaten to pieces.

Though the French did not fucceed in their

attack upon Bucker Muhl, they battered the callle

of Amoneburg with fo much fury, that the garri-

fon were obhged to furrender in a fnort time. But

though, by the taking of this fortrefs, they gained

a good deal of ground, and even got on the rear

of the alHed army, they were neither able to raife

the fiege of Calfel, nor even materially to difturb

CafTc! fur- it. The place, therefore, defpairing of relief, fur-
icndeis. rendered to the aUies on the ill of November, after

the trenches had been opened 1 5 days.—No place

of any ftrength in the principality of HeiTe, now
remained in the hands of the French, except the

fortrefs of Ziegenhagen ; and this, notwithftand-

ing the advanced feafon of the year. Prince Fer-

dinand prepared to reduce. It is not be doubted,

that he would have made himfelf mafter of it in

I a Ihort time ; but a ftop was put to his opera-

tions, by die figning of the preliminaries of peace.

The news of this were notified to both armies on

the 1 5th of November ; and thus an happy period

was put to a mod bloody and deftruQ:ive v/ar.

Never was there a more fudden and pleafing

tranfition from enmity to efteem, than fucceeded

the cellation of hoftllities. Nothing was heard,

but reciprocal praifes of each other's valour : and

feveral days were fpent, in magnificent entertain-

ments, given by the 6ne army to the other, from

the commander in chief, to the meaneft fubaltern.
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CHAP. XXXV.

Death of the Emprcfs of Rvjfia—'Peter III. her fuc-

ceffor^ makes peace with Friijfia—Depofed by the

Czarina—His imprifonment and death—Effed of

this revolution on the King of Eruffias affairs—^

Schweidnitz again hefieged— Surrenders—Aujlri-

ans defeated at Freyberg—Peace of Hubertsburghy

between Aii/lria and Prujfta^

1762.

EUROPE.
W E left the King of Pruffia in fucli a deplorable

fituation, that he might juftly be faid to be paft

all human affiftance. His dominions were entirely

at the mercy of his enemies ; and even a complete

viftory, had he obtained it, could not have re-

trieved his aiTairs. The poiTeffion of Colberg, had

enfured the Ruffians of fupplies by a fafe and ex-

peditious channel ; and their wintering in Pome-

rania, enabled them to commence their opera-

tions, much fooner this year, than they had ever

done. But, in the midft of thefe gloomy appear- Death of

ances, when his affairs feerned to be entirely def- piefs"^"

perat^, his moil inveterate and Inflexible enemy, ^"^^•

the Emprefs of Ruffia, died on the 2d of January,

in the 52d year of her age, and 22d of her reign.*

* This princefs was fecond daughter to, Peter the Great, and was

not altogether unworthy of fo iilalcinus a father. She poiTcfled mo- .. ,
' '

. .
Her charac

derate talents, and had governed Ruflia with an cafy fway ; maintain- /^^^

ing, at the fame time, its importance among the nations, hy a numerous

army, and well-regulated finances. In her private charaftei*, (he was

not cruel; and her reign was not difgraced by any of thofe brutal exe-

cutions, which niark the barbarity of the Ruffian government. Parti-

'X B. 1
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17^2. She was fucceeded by Charles Peter Ulric, of tlifi

houfe of Holftein. He had been declared i^eir-
EUROPE.

apparent of the empire by the late Emprefs, and

now afccnded the throne under the title of Peter

She is flic- the Third. The new Czar had fometimes difcover-

Petei- in! ed marks of efteem for the King of Prullia, and

was knight of the black eagle, of which order the

King of Prullia is grand-mafter. The Pruilian

monarch, however, could put but little confi-

dence in this ; and it is certain, that he expeded

very little advantage from the acceffion of Peter

to the throne of Ruffia. But his fpirits never en-

tirely failed him, notv/ithftanding all his misfor-

tunes. " Is not this a very extraordinary knight

" (faid he in a letter to Mr. Miichel, the Britifh

" minifter at the Ruffian court) to feed 80,000

" men at my expence ? He is the only one of

" my knights, who takes that liberty. If every

" knight of the garter did the fame, your Eng-
" land (England though it is) would be devour-

" ed by them. I beg you would endeavour to

" make my knight more tradable ; and tell him,

" it is againft the inftitutes of the order, for a

" knight to eat up his grand-mailer."

His attrdi- The bcliaviour of the new Czar, however.

Kin;: of proved an agreeable difappointment to the friends
pruffia.

^j.- ^1^^ Pruilian caufe. In a memorial delivered

cular foibles Ol luiiai ana i.ornl:.u>..o:i aix i.ti^. Ij uuvc hurried her into

ex'^ff-S, which, towards the latter part of her life, cxpofed her to the

^ contempt of her fubjeirts. Her oppofition to Pruffia, thongh influenced

- bv pericnal animofity, coincided alio with the political interelt of the

empire. It was the only method l)y which fhe could ever hope to

make fuch an eftablillinient in Germany, as might give her a title to

interfere in the affairs of the empire ; an oLjecT: which had ever en-

grroffed the attention, and influenced the conduct of her father.
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on the 23d of February, to the minifters of the *762.

EUK.OPI.
allied courts, he declared, that, " in order to the

** eftablifhment of peace, he was ready to facri-

*' fice all the conquefts made by the arms of
*' Ruffia in this war ; in hopes that the allied

*' courts will, on their parts, equally prefer the

*' reftoration of peace and tranquillity, to the ad-

*' vantages which they might expedt from the

*' continuance of the war, but which they can-

*' not obtain, but by a continuance of the efFufion

" of human blood."—This declaration was not

quite agreeable to the allies. They praifed, indeed,

the difmtereflednefs, fpirit, and humanity of the

declaration : but they recommended to him, to

be attentive and faithful to his treaties ; a character

no lefs eflential to a great and good monarch, than

humanity, and love of peace/ They likewife pro-

felfed an ardent defire for peace ; but were by

no means inchned to purchafe itj at the expence

of all the conquefts they had made, or hoped to

make.—Their remonftrances had very little effect

on the Czar. A fufpenfion of hoftilities with Pruf- The new

fia, took place on the i6th of March : and, on '^^^'^ ''^^.^.^^
' i J 5 peace vvitD

the 5th of May, a treaty of peace and alliance i*™'*^"-

was concluded between the courts of Berlin and

Peterlburg. In this treaty, nothing was ftipulated

in favour of the former allies of Ruffia : they

were not only entirely abandoned, but the Czar

alfo confented to let his troops act againft them.

This furprifmg good fortune of the Pruffian mo-
narch, did not ftop here. Sweden, which, for a

long time, had acted only as directed by Ruffia,

followed the example of the court of Peterlburg j
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i7^»2- and a treaty of peace was figned with Pruffia, oi^

the 2 2d of May.
tU&OPE. /. r rr •

1 HOUGH tnis extraordinary change or aiiairs,

was undoubtedly owing, in a great meafure, to the

perfonal efleem which Peter IIL entertained for

the King of Fruffia, he feems alfo to have been

influenced by another motive. The Czar was

Duke oi Hoilein ; and the Dukes of Holftein had

pretenfions alfo to the duchy of Slefwic. This duchy

had been ceded to Denmark in 1732; but, as this

ceffion was made merely through necellity, it was

thought, that the houfe of Holftein would take

the fuft opportunity of recovering their rights.

Peter, therefore, finding himfelf poffelled of the

whole power of the Ruffian empire, refolved to

make ufs of the prefent opportunity. But, as he

could not carry on a war with Denmark and

Pruffia at the fame time, he refolved to put an

end to the war \vith Pruffia, and therefore pro-

ceeded in the manner already mentioned.

The King of Pruffia took care to profit as

much as he could, by this unexpected revolution

in his favour. Plis fituation was ftill dangerous ;

for the Auftrian armies Vvere greatly fuperior to

his.—The - cities of Glogau and Erellau were

threatened bv the Auftrian armJes, and Schweid-

nitz by the King of Pruffia's. The activity of

this monarch, however, fooa. determined the ope-

TheAr.ni;- rations of the campaign. On the 12th of May,

i>ntofSax- Prince Henry attacked the Auftrian pofts towards
*""^''

the frontiers of Saxony. The enemy v/ere ob-

liged to evacuate Dippolfwalda, with the iofs of

fome killed, and about 4000 taken prifoners, to-
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gcther with 365 waggons, kc. Thus, all that ^762.

part of Saxony poiTeired by the Pruflians, was Europe
lecured; and any attempts which they might make

for the recovery of Drcfden, greatly facilitated.

The Auftrians were very, fenfible of the impor-

tance of thofe pofts they had loft ; and therefore

they made feveral brifk efforts to recover them.

But, tho' they were largely reinforced from the

armies in Silefia, they were conftantly repulfed

with great ilaughter. It became neceifary, there-

fore, to keep a large army from the war in Sile-

fia, to hinder Prince Henry from making incur-

iions into the heart of Bohemia.

The King of Pruffia was not joined by his

Ruffian allies, till the latter end of June. Mar-

flial Daun's army pofTeffed feveral advantageous m. d^uu

eminences, by which he was enabled to protefl:
s|'and""s

^ J f^ the protec-

Schweidnitz ; and, from thefe, his antagonift tmn of

propofcd to diflodge him. He was for fome time nitz.

unfaccefsful ; but, at lafl:, the Auftrian General,

fearing left the Pruffians ftiould fall upon his prin-

cipal magazine, of his own accord, abandoned the

pofts he had hitherto" defended with fuccefs, and

fell back to the borders of Silcfia. On his de-

parture, the King immediately made preparations

for the fiege of Schweidnitz. Several detachments

of Pruflians penetrated far into Bohemia, and

laid many parts of the country under fevcre con-

tribution. A confiderable body of Ruffians, like-

wife entered the fame country, and were guilty

of the greateft excefTes.—But, while the King of
Revoiijti'.H

Pruffia's affairs feemed to be in the moft profpe- ^" ^"'^'*-

rous ftate, his good fortune was fuddenly clouded
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1762. by the depofition and death of his firm friend and

ally. Czar Peter III.
EUROPE. ^ '

The caufes of this revolution, were the many
innovations made by the Czar, without regarding

the opinions and prejudices of his fubjeds. Be-

Caiifes of ing himfelf a foreigner, he feemed, to them, to

pay more regard to the interefts of foreign coun-

tries, than to that of Ruffia. The politicians of

the country were difgufted, with his preferring the

hopes of an inconfiderable conqueft in Holflein, to

thofe folid advantages which might have arifen

from a continuance of the war with Pruffia. His

extreme attachment, to the King of Pruffia, like-

wife gave offence. But the moll imprudent part

of his conduct, was his interfering with ecclefiafti-

cal matters. He had been educated a Lutheran
;

and, though he, in appearance, conformed to the

Greek church, in order to qualify himfelf for the

fucceffion, he never paid much refpe6: to that fort

of worffiiD. On the contrarv, he feized the re-

venues of the clergy, allowing them only fome

fmall penfions for their fubfiftence. He alfo com-

manded the clergy to (have their beards, which

Vv'as deemed a cpme of the firft magnitude ; and

fome regulations were made concerning the images

and pidures in the churches, which feemed to

indicate a defign of totally abolifhing the eftablifii-

ed religion, and introducing Lutheranifm into its

place.^—This imprudent prince alfo lived on bad

terms with his confort, a princefs of the houfe of

Anhalt Zerbft, a woman of a bold and mafcuhne

fpirit. He was fo much attached to the Countefs

of Woronzoff, with whom he lived in a very
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public manner, that it was apprehended he had '7^^*

a defign of throwing his Emprefs into a mona- europe.

ftery, and raifmg the Countefs to the throne.

The confequence of thefe, and feveral other

particulars of the Czar's conduct, was, that a moil

dangerous confpiracy was formed againfl him, in confpiracy

favour of the Emprefs; and fo ill was the unhappy againii

Prince ferved, that nobody gave him any notice ^^'^^^'^ ^^'*

of it, till the confpirators had become too ftrong

to be fubdued. The Emprefs had got herfelf de-

clared Independent Sovereign of Ruffia, by the

guards, the clergy, and the chief of the nobility.

The Czar was amufmg himfcif in a houfe of plea-

fure, called Oraniebaum, on the fea-fliore -, when

a foldier informed him, that his kingdom was taken

away from him, and that the Emprefs was haften^

ing to Peteriburg with a body of troops. For

fome time, he was quite aftonifhed at the news,

and knew not what courfe to take : but, beino- at

laft roufed by a fenfe of danger, he refolved to de-

fend the place with his Holllein guards. This refolu*.

tion, however, he foon abandoned, thinking their

number was too fmall; and refolved to attempt an

efcape to Holilein. For this purpofe, he embark^

ed in a fmall veifel with a few attendants, and

rowed towards Cronftadt : but, being informed

that this fortrefs was in the hands of his enemies,

and that no poffibility of efcape remained, he re-

turned in confufion to Oraniebaum.. Here he

refolved to throw himfelf into the power of the

Emprefs, from whom he had very little reafon to

expect compaffion. He fent melTengers with let-

ters to her, containing a renunciation of the em-

1 F
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1762. p'lre, and afiving no other favour for himfelf, but

EUROPE, leave to take the Countefs' of Woronzoff, and one

{ingle friend, along with him. Thefe terms were

Peter III. rejected. He was required to fic-n an uncondi-
depo;ed by J

n • r ^ •

the Gzari- tional rcfignation 01 his crown, according to a

form that was prepared for him. The unfortunate

Prince then figned a paper, in which he declared,

that he was convinced of his inability to govern

the empire, either as a fovereign, or any other

way ; and that he was fenfible of the diftrefs, in

which his continuing at the head of affairs, would

necelTarily involve the empire. Having figned

piis impri- this abdication, he gave up hi& fword, and was

a'lJjTdmb. conducted to prifon ; where, in a ihort time, he

died of a diforder, which was called an hemorr-

hoidal colic.

This revolution feemed to threaten the intereils

of the King of Pruffia with another fatal blow

but, happily for him, the Emprefs could not, for
'

fome time, look upon herfelf to be in fuch a ftate

EtTefts of of fecurity, as could 'enable her to enter into a war

tion'^^n^'the of fo great confequcBce. It was neceffary for her,

^^"'|,^5 r to retain all the force of the empire within itfelf,

faiis. jn order to oppofe the defigns of male-contents,

which the Ruffian empire never wants. She there-

fore declared to her minifters, " that fhe was re-

" folved to obferve, inviolably, in all points, the

'' perpetual peace concluded under the preceding

«« reign ; but that, neverthelefs, flie had thought

" proper to bring back to Ruffia, by the neareft

" roads, all her troops in Silefia, Pruffia, and Po-
^' meriania."—This favourable difpofuion towards

the Pruffian mwiarch, was alfo thought to have beea
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occafioned, in a good meafure, by his own pru- ^1^2.

dent behaviour, while connected with the late europe.

Czar. The Emprefs, as well as the fenate, had

been of opinion, that the imprudent meafures of

Peter, had been occafioned by his correfpondence

and friendihip with the King of Pruflia. They,

therefore, fcarched the papers of the unfortunate

Prince, with the greatefl eagernefs, in hopes of

finding fome confirmation of their fufpicions. In

this they were totally difappointed. Many letters,

indeed, were found, written by the King of Pruf-

iTia to the Czar, but all of them giving him the

niofl falutary advice. In thefe letters, he was ad-

vifed to do nothing againil the Emprefs his con-

fort J
not to make war with Denmark ; to at-

tempt no changes in the religion and fundamen-

tal laws of his country, nor to think of coming

into Germany. This lafl the Czar had very im-

prudently propofed, in order to ferve under the

King of Pruffia, in whofe army he had obtained

a command.—On hearing thcfe letters read, the The Czan-

Emprtfs is faid to have burfl into tears of joy and reparation

gratitude, and made the flrongeft declarations in from'thaT^

favour of the King of Pruffia. The armies, how- of I'ruiTia.

ever, w"ere recalled, and feparated from the Pruf-

fians ; but all the important places, which the

Ruffians had acquired w^ith much difficulty and

bloodffied, were faithfully and unconditionally, re-

ilored.

B-EFORE the feparation from his allies, how- Previous

ever, the King -of Pruffia refolved to profit by
Pi-u'ffia''prn-

their appearance in his cam.p, feeino- he was to ^'^ ^>' *'"'"*

'
*

. .

*^ ^ appearance.

have none of their fervice. On the 2 2d of July,

3 F 1
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]2^ therefore, the very day after the order for the

EUROPE. J'cturn oi the Ruffians had arrived at his camp,

he attacked the Auflrian army, drove their right

wing Irom the heights of BuckerfdorfF, and fome
He attacks vUlag^es, where they were advantaseoufiv pofled.
and 'Icuats ^ . . .

the Auiiri- The Aullrians, fearing an attack from the united

foiTcs of the Mufcovites and Pruffians, made but

a fiiint refiftance. The Pruffians had but 300
killed in this adion. The lofs of the Auflrians, in

killed and wounded, was not known ; but 1000

of their men were taken, with 1 4 pieces of can-

non.

By the lofs of thefe pofts, from which the Au-

flrians were now driven, their communication

with Schweidnitz was totally cut off ; nor was it

in their power to attempt any thing for its relief.

Prince Henry alfo held them continually in alarm

on the fide of Bohemia, and obliged them to

keep a great army employed in obferving his

motions.-—The King of Pruffia immediately laid

and then fiegc to Schwcidnitz, and formed his difpofitions
lavs liece to .

^ , ^ _-.. . „

Hr'hweid- With the utmoit care. His mlantry were encamp-
'"*' ^'

ed on the heights behind Schweidnitz. His ca-

valry formed a chain in the plains of Keintzer-

dorf, to be nearer the camp of the Prince of

Wirtemberg. Ihis prince was poflcd in fuch a

manner, as might enable him to prevent any at-

tempt of the enemy from the country of Glitz.

The Prince of Bevern was advantageoufiy polled

near Cofel, with a flrong body cf troops ; and

General "Werner, with another body, had hii

flation at Ncifia,
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The efFefts of this wife difpofition of the Pruf- ^7^2.

fian forces, foon appeared. Marflial Daun, not
,~~

•* * EUK.OPE*

thinking himfelf a match for the army command-

ed by the King of Pruffia in perfon, detached Ge-

neral Laudohn, with a great force, to attack the

Prince of Bevern. But the prince oppofed him.

with great fteadinefs and refolution, till the King

of Pruffia had time to come to his relief. The
Auftrians, being then put between two fires, were

defeated, and purfued with terrible flaughter : after

which, the King met with no farther oppofition

in his preparations ; and the trenches were opened

before Schweidnitz, on the 28th of July. The
place made a vigorous defence, and held out till

the 9th of October. The garrifon, to the num- sdiweid-

ber of 8000 men, were made prifoners of war ; "endei's.'

and a great part of them were afterwards drown-

ed at the mouth of the Oder, in their paifage to

Konigfberg, where they were to be confined. On-
ly nine pf the whole body, embarked at that time,

had the good fortune to efcape. It is faid, that

the attack of Schweidnitz, at this time, had been

conducted, and the defence made, by two engi-

neers, who had written on the fubjecl of the at-

tack and defence of fortifications ; and were then

practically engaged to prove the truth of their

fyftems.

By the taking of Schweidnitz, the King of

PruiTia once more became mailer of Silelia ; after

which, he turned his attention to Saxony, where

he confiderably reinforced his brother's army, and,

by his motions, feemed to have a defign of laying

fiege to Drefden. The Auftrians, however, gained
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1762. fome confiderable advantages over the army of

Prince Henry ; and even drove them back to
EUROPE. J ^

Freyberg. But that prince, taking advantage of

the abfence of General Haddick, on the 29th of

A.unr!ans
Oftobcr, attacked the united army of Imperialifts

defeated at ^^^1 Auflrians, and totally defeated them. Great

numbers were killed ; and near 6000 prifoners

were taken, among whom were 240 officers.

Thirty pieces of cannon, and feveral ftandards,

alfo fell into the hands of the Pruffians.—The

Auflrians attributed this defeat, to the treachery

of one of their general officers, who was foon

after taken into cuftody.

The Pruffians immediately purfued the advan-

tages affiarded them by this vidory. The Au-
flrians themfelves, by a foolifh piece of conducl,

gave their enemies an additional advantage over

them. They concluded a partial ceffation of ho-

flilities with the King of Pruffia, for Silefia, and

the eleftorate of Saxony only; without confidering,

that thus the other parts of their empire were

more expofed to the attempts of the enemy. The

event fully fnewed the imprudence of their con-

duQ:. One body of Pruffians, breaking into Bo-

hemia, penetrated almoll to the gates of Prague,

and deflroyed a large magazine. By another,

the town of Egra was bombarded and cannonaded

with red hot bullets, till it was almoft entirely

laid in allies. Other bodies fpread themfelves

all over Saxony ; while fome penetrated into the

mofl dlflant parts of Franconia, and even as far

as Suabia, ravaging the country, and exadling

the moft enormous contributions from all the
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towns which fell under their power. Even the ^7^^-

diet of the empire, fitting in the city of llatiihon, Europe.

did not think themfelves fafe from thefe bold in-

vaders ; but began to fly, and were preparing to

remove their records. But, of all others, the free

city of Nuremberg was the greateft fufferer on wurcmbers

this occafion ; having been obliged to pay a con-
'ont"i5-u-'^

tribution, to the amount of L. 200,000 Sterling. '"'""•

Many ftates alfo were obliged to fign a neutrality,

in order to fave their territories from further ra-

vages.—It has been thought, that, in thefe expe-

ditions, the Pruffians raifed a fum equal to the

annual fubfidy which had been paid their King by

the court of Great Britain.

Thus matters were at lafl left to be decided

by the arms of Auftria and Pruffia alone. A great

part of the empire was already included in the

peace between Great Britain and France. The
reft v/as either included in the neutrality which

the Pruffians had forced, or fo exhaufted that they

could no longer furnifh an army ; and the great

fuperiority of the King of Pruffia, at the clofe of

the campaign, at laft difpofed the Emprefs Queen Peace con-

to peace. Conferences, for this purpofe, were ac- I'^l^^ au-

cordingly opened' at Hubertfburgh, and a treaty p^^^^^^^

was quickly concluded.—The fubftance of this

treaty, which at laft put an end to fuch a furious

and deftrudVive war, was no more than that a

mutual reftitution and oblivion Ihould take place,

and each party be in the fame ftate at the end of

the war, in which they had been at the beginning

of it.
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C li A P. XXXVI.

ConduB of the Bourbon family towards Portugal—

«

Kfe^ prcgrcfs, and conclufion of the war in that

country.

1762.

SUR.OPE.
1 liE formidable alliance concluded among the

difTerent members of the houfe of Bourbon, gave

juft caufe of apprehenfion to many of the neutral

powers. From her clofe connections with Great

Britain, Portugal feemed to be moft in danger.

The fituation of this country, inclofed on every

fide (except to the fea) by Spain, pointed it out

as an obvious and an eafy conqueft.—It is unne-

ceffary to inveftigate the remote caufes which have

funk Portugal into fuch a contemptible rank, as

fhe now holds, am.ongft the powers of Europe.

Certain it is, that, for upwards of a century, Ihe

has been gradually diminifhing in power and con-

fidcration. A long peace, without adding to her

commerce, had almoif annihilated her niiUtary.

Her army, inconfiderable in number, was with-

out arms, without officers, and without difcipline.

The earthquake, which had overturned Lifbon in

3756, added mifery to weaknefs ; and the nation,

fcarcely relieved from this calamity, was plunged

into new misfortunes. A. confpiracy was formed

againfl the Sovereign, by one of the moft noble

and wealthy families in Portugal. The detection' of

this confpiracy, was followed by a moft'bloody and

dreadful exertion of juftice. Many perfons, from
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bare fufpicion, fufFered death, or exile, or im- ^1^^'

prifonment. europL

In this difl:ra£led and deplorable condition, the

houfe of Bourbon imagined, that Portugal would

be an eafy conqueft, notvvlthftanding every fuc-

cour that could be given to it.—Accordingly, on France and

the 6th of March, the French and Spanilh am- If^l^^Zo:

baffadors prefented a memorial to his molt Faith- Port^s^i.

ful Majefty, which amounted to a demand, that

he would immediately declare war againft Britain,

which reaped great advantages from the fituation

of Portugal ; and that he would admit Spaniih

garrifons into his chief fortreifes. This infolent

demand was followed by the arrival of a Spanilli

army upon the frontiers of Portugal : the com-

merce of corn, between the two kingdoms, was

prohibited ; and every thing threatened a hoflile

invafion.

His Portuguefe Majefty, without appearing to k. ofPor-

be intimidated, anfwered in a moderate ftrain, rSdanfwa-

but with becoming firmnefs. He was refolved, ^° ^^"^

,

he faid, at all events, to preferve, inviolate, his

engagements with Britain ; but, as thofe engage-

ments were merely defenfive, they ought not to

give the fmalleft offence to France or Spain.—To
this anfwer he received a reply, that the defen-

five alliance was converted into an offenfive one,

by the fituation of the Portuguefe dominions.

The Britiih fquadrons, they faid, could not, in all

feafons, keep the fea, without the ports and af-

fiftance of Portugal : and that thofe iflanders could

not infult all maritime Europe, if the whole riches

of Portugal did not pafs into their hands j which

30
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1762. furniilied them with the means to make war,"

EUROPE, and rendered the alliance between the two courts

truly and properly oflFenfive.-—A fpirited reply was

A deciara- made to this ; and the confequence was, that war

SL°!
''^"^

^'^^ declared by France and Spain againft Portugal.

The Britilh miniflry afted, on this occafion,

with the mod irreproachable good faith. Tho*

they were then plunged in the molt expenfive and

extenfive war, that perhaps any nation had ever

carried on, they fent vaft fupplies of arms, artil-

Condufl of lery, ammunition, troops, and money, to his Por-

on^hifoc- tuguefe Majefly. It has been alledged, however,
cafion.

^j-^j ^/jj.}^ fome appearance of truth, that, had the

French and Spaniards been in earncft, Portugal

mud have been conquered before the Britifh

troops could ha„ve taken the field, as a French

army was at that very time on the frontiers of

Portugal, upon another quarter.

The French and Spaniards direfted their efforts

principally againft the two cities of Oporto and

Lifbon ; and had they got poffeffion of both, or

even of any one of thefe cities, the war moft pro-

TheHoufe bably muft have ended in their favour. • Their

bon's triple plan was, to invade the kingdom of Portugal in

^^^","^^^'4. three different places; one to the North; another
tugai. ^Q fi-^g South ; and the third in the middle, in

order to fuftain and keep up-a communication be-

tween the two other bodies of troops- But tho*

this plan was conceived in theory, it was never

periedly executed in all its parts at the fame time,

which it ouf^ht to have been, in order to enfure

luccefs.
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The firfl body was commanded by the Mar- 1762.

quis of Saria. It entered the north-eaft angle of Europe.

Portugal, and foon advanced to Miranda. It was

expeded, that this town would have flopped the

progrefs of the enemy for fome time. A powder

magazine, however, blew up by accident, which succefs of

ruined the fortifications ; and the Spaniards thus [,'^^|y
'„f ^,^g

became mailers of the place, on the 9th of May, combined

before they had raifed a fingle battery. From Mi-

randa, the enemy proceeded to Braganza; a con-

fiderable city, from whence the royal family of

Portugal had its ducal titles. This town furrender-

ed on the 1 5th of May ; as did alfo the towns of

Moncorvo and Chaves, a few days afterwards.

By thefe fucceffes, the Spaniards became ma-

ilers of almoil all the province of Tralos Montes.

Their progrefs fpread a general alarm : Oporto

was given up as lofl ; and the Englifh admiralty

prepared tranfports, to carry off the effeds of the

Britiili fa6;ory.

Tbe Spaniards next attempted to crofs the

Douro ; but the peafants, under the conduct of

fome EngUlh officers, feized a difficult pafs, and

drove the enemy back to Moncorvo.—They are

faid, on this occafion, to have been guilty of fome

cruelties to the Spanilli prifoners, which Vi^ere

afterwards feverely retaliated upon themfelves.

That body of Spaniards, which was dengned

to form a communication between the two others,

entered the province of Beira, at the villages

called Val de Mula, and Vai de Coelha. Being

joined by ftrong detachments, which made their

number almoft equal to the Marquis of Saria's

-; G 2
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11^^' army, they laid feige to Almeida. This was a

euroTe. pl^cc of great importance, as the pofleffion of it

would greatly facilitate any attempt upon Lifbon,

th"f
'^

°d
^^^^^^ ^'^^ ^^^^ grand obje£t of the war. As no

means could be found of relieving this town, it

furrendered upon honourable terms, on the 25th

of Auguft. After this, the Spaniards over-ran

the whole territory of Caftel Branco, a diftrift of

the province of Beira, advancing fouthward, till

they approached the banks of the Tagus.

The third body, deiigned for the invafion of

Portugal, aiTembled on the frontiers of Eftrcma-

dura, with a defign to enter the province of Alen-

tejo ; and had this defign been accompliflied, it is

probable that the Spaniards mufl have become ma-
The third {^^gj-g of Lifbou. But their fuccefs was now at an
meets with

. ^ '

a check, end ; and they had a general to contend with, for

whom their officers were by no means a match.

The Count de la Lippe had arrived in Portugal,

and taken upon him the command of the forces
;

and his arrival had occafioned the greatefl: joy

thro' the whole nation. He immediately faw the

necellity of preventing the enemy from entering

the province of Alentejo. This is an open fertile

country, where the enemy's cavalry, in which

confified their great fuperiority, could ad to ad-

vantage. The province of Beira is rough and

mountainous, where cavalry could be of little fer-

vice. The Spanifli army in Beira, therefore, alfo

dtfjgned to penetrate into Alentejo ; and this it

became a capital objeft, on the part of the Count

tie la Lippe, to prevent.
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The firft ftep taken for this purpofe, was ^762.

to attack an advanced body of Spaniards, that lay
^uj^ypg,

in a frontier town called Valentia de Alcantara,

where it was faid the enemy had confiderable

magazines. The conduct of the enterprife, was

committed to Brigadier- General Burgoyne. That

brave officer executed his commiffionj with the Gen. Bur-

greateft fidelity and judgment. Tho' the place was feats their

at the diftance of five days march, he completely body^

furprifed it on the 27th of Augufl: ; took the

general, who was to command in the propofed

invafion of Alentejo ; one colonel, two captains,

and 17 fubaltern officers. One of the beft regi-

ments in the Spanifh fervice, was, on this occa-

sion, totally deftroyed.

By the capture of the above-mentioned gene-

ral, the Spaniards, who had affembled on the and pre-

frontiers of Eftremadura, were prevented from en- mTkbg'far-

tering the province of Alentejo. The other body, ^'''^'' '"<^^'^'

however, which aded in the Cartel Branco, had

nothing but the paiTage of the Tagus, to hinder

them from taking up their quarters in the fame

province. The combined army feigned a retreat,

in order to draw the Spaniards into the moun-

tainous tracts. Their rear was attacked, as they

pafTed the river Alveito. The Spaniards were

repulfed with lofs ; but this was of little confe-

quence, and it was ftill neceffary to prevent their

paffing the Tagus. General Burgoyne lay within

view of a detached camp of the enemy's cavalry,

near a village called Villa Velha. He obferved,

that they kept no proper guard, and were un-

covered both in flank and rear, and therefore
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1762. might be eaftly furprifed. He immediately formed

EUROPE ^ fcheme of putting this in execution, and com-

mitted it to Colonel Lee. The defign was exe-

coi. Lee cutcd in the mod effedual manner. Colonel Lee
falls upon
their rear, fell upou their rear, made a confiderable llaughter,

and difperfed the whole party, with the lofs of

their magazines. The lofs on the part of the

and totally Bntifli, was Very incoufiderable ; Burgoyne having

them. fupported the troops by a faint attack on another

quarter, which prevented the enemy from being

relieved from any of their adjacent polls.

This action proved decifive. The feafon was

now far advanced, and imraenfe quantities of

rain fell. The roads were totally deflroyed ; the

country became impafiable ; and the Spaniards,

having feized no advanced pofts in which they

could maintain themfelves during the winter, were

Conciufion obliged to retreat to their own frontiers.—In this

paign!'^^'" manner, v/as Portugal faved, by the wife condudt

of the Count de la Lippe ; and the campaign,

which, at the beginning, had born fuch a louring

afpeO:, clofed with a moft glorious view of fuc-

cefs to Britain and her allies : and thus the valour

of a few Britifli fubjects, difconcerted the ambiti-

ous and unjuft projeds of two of the greated

powers in Europe. . j

C H A P.
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CHAP. XXXVII.

Expedition againji Mariinico—Port Royalfurrenders

«

—

"The whole ijland capitulates,

1762.

JNoTHING had been attempted in the Weft America.

Indies, by the Britifh, fnice the year 1759. Their

attempt on Martinico, had at that time failed.

The French trade to their Wefl India iilands,

however diftreiTed, had ftill been a conhderable

refource to that nation. Every thing was now
acquired, that could be acquired, in North Ame-
rica. The Weft India iflands, therefore, naturally

became the next objed. It was now eafy to drav\r

together fuch a force, as could by no means be

refifted by the French in thefe parts. This was

alfo the more proper, as a war with Spain was

now looked for with great probability. An ar- ^''"^'^ ^^'

f.

pedition a-

mament, therefore, was fent into the Weft In- g^iuft Mar-

dies, fuch as never appeared there before. Eleven

battalions were drawn from New-York, and a

draught was toade from the garrifon of Belleifle.

Some troops alfo were added, which had been

difperfed thro' the Leev/ard iflands : fo that the

whole land force amounted to near 12,000 men.

—The land-forces were commanded by General

Monckton, who had been grievouily v/ounded at

Quebec ; and the naval force v/as under the di-

rection of Rear-Admiral R.odney.

The fleet rendezvoufed at Barbadoes, and ar-

rived a^ jMartinico*, January 7. 1762. The fol-

diers were landed at a creek called Cas Navire,

* Sec a d^fcription of this illand, p. 240.
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1762. without the lofs of a man. The enemy had, in-

^,£RicA. deed, attempted to oppofe their landing ; but the

fleet diredted their fire fo properly, that they were

obliged to abandon the batteries they had erefted.

—The conquefl of the ifland, however, was not

effected without fome difficulty. The enemy had

Difficulties but few regular troops ; but the militia was nu-

tins expe- merous, and well qualified for that irregular way
'^"'"'

of fio-htincr which onlv could be carried on in theo O ' J

country. The whole iiland, alfo, was a natural

fortification, by means of the great number of

ravines, with rivulets between them, which lay

at fmall diflances from one another. On thefe

the French had creeled batteries, wherever that

was practicable ; and the difficulties arifmg from

thefe, were no-where greater, than in the neigh-

bourhood of the place, which it was propofed firft

to attack.

The town and citadel of Port Royal, which the

Situation of Britifli troops firfl: attempted, was defended by two
'^'

' very confiderable eminences, called Morne Tor-

tenfon and Morne Garnier. If the enemy kept

thefe, it was impoffible to take the town : if they

were lofl, it was impoffible to defend it. Both

thefe eminences were defended by very deep ra-

vines, and their natural ftrength had been impro-

ved by art,—Morne Tortenfon was firfl to be at-

tacked. A body of marines and regular troops

advanced on the right, along the fea-fide, towards

succersfui the town, in order to take the redoubts which

the Britiih. wcre built ou the fea-coafl ; and they were affift-

ed by a thoufand failors, who row^d clofe to the

fliore, in flat-bottomed boats. A corps of light-

armed infantry, properly fupported, was ordered
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to get round the enemy's left ; whilfl the centre ^1^^'

was attacked by the Britlfn grenadiers, and the America.

body of the army. They were covered by the

fire of batteries, which had been ere<5ted with great

labour ; the cannon having been dragged by the

feamen, upwards of three miles. The attack fuc-

ceeded in every quarter. The enemy were driven

from pod to poft, till the Britifli troops remained The Biitifh

mailers of the whole eminence. Some fled with ium Jt°two'

precipitation into the town, to the very gates of e3°inceL

which they were purfued ; whilfl others took re-

fuge on Morne Garnier, which was as ftrong as

Morne Tortenfon, and much higher.

No decifive advantage could be expefted, till

this eminence alfo was gained ; and it was three

days, before the proper difpofitions for this pur-

pofe could be made. The enemy, however, did

not wait to be attacked. They defcended from

the hill, whiie others fallied out from the town,

and attacked the Britifli troops in their advanced

pofls* The French were immediately repulfed ;

and the Britifh foldiers, hurried forward by their

natural ardour, pafTsd the ravines, and, entering

with the enemy, pofleffed themfelves of the whole

eminence. The regular troops efcaped into the

town, and the militia difperfed themfelves through

the country.

The gaining of thefe two important eminences,

rendered the town quite indcfenfible. The enemy,

tlierefore, waited nd longer, than to fee the bat-

teries completed, which were defigned to annov ?-''' Royal
^^ ° ' lurrenders,

them. They furrendered the place on the 4th of

February. St. Pierre, however, the capital of

the ifland, flili remained to be reduced. As it

3 H
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i/'^^- M^as ftrongly fortified, both by nature and art, a

AMERICA, confiderable refiftancc was expeded : but the re-

du(5lion of Port Royal had thrown the enemy into

defpair. Diflieartened, therefore, by this bad fuc-

cefs, and that which had attended the French in

all other parts, they refoived to fubmit. General

Monckton was juft ready to embark for St. Pierre,

when he was prevented (on February 12th) by

the arrival of deputies, who came to capitulate,

not only for the furrender of that place, but of
The Britiiii ^.^-.g whole ifiaud. The furrender of Martinico
get poiiei-

iion of the was followed bv that of all the inferior iflands.
illand of / - . ^
Martinico, Grenada was given up, without oppontion. St.

Lucia, and St. Vincents, followed its example.

And thus Great Britain became fole pofl'effor of

all the Carribbee ifiands, extending from the eaft-

ern point of Hifpaniola, almoft to the continent of

South America.

The facility with which this important conqued

was made, muft, in a great meafure, be attributed-

to the favourable capitulation which the ifland of

Guadaloupe had obtained, and the good faith with

which the articles of that capitulation had been

obferved by the conquerors. The inhabitants of

Martinico, indeed, found themfelves confiderable

gainers by their change of fovereign. Together

with the enjoyment of their religion, laws, and

property, they had now an opportunity of export-

ing their produce to advantage, and of being fup-

phed with all neceffarics from Great Britain :—

=

whereas, before, their commerce was interrupted
;

and they were obliged to depend, everi for fub-

fiftence, upon the mofl precarious and hazardous

methods of fupply.
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CHAP. XXXVIII.

Expedition again/i the Havanna—droops land—*

Siege of the Fort Moro—Taken by Jlorm—The

Havanna furrenders.

1762.

AMERICA.
JL HE war with Spain, prefented to Britain, the

fairelt profpe(St of advantage and honour. The

refources of that kingdom, lie at a great diftance;

and whatever power commands the- ocean, may v

command the wealth and commerce of Spain.

It had been determined in the Britilli cabinet,

to transfer the war into the Spanifh "Weft Indies. *

—The redudlion of Cuba, the key to their fet-

tlements in that quarter, was an objetl which re-

flected equal honour, on the wifdom that planned,

and the bravery that conducted this heroic enter- Reduaion

prife. Senfible of the importance of this illand, foived on.

'

in which the whole Spanifh Weft India trade, cen-

ters, adminiftration were at pains to feleft com-

manders, who had given proofs of their bravery,

and whcfe experience and knowledge in their

profeffion could be depended on. Admiral Pocock,

who had already greatly fignalifed himfelf in the

Eaft Indies, was appointed to command the fleet;

and Lord Albemarle, whofe bravery was no way
problematical, was at the head of the land-fervice.

The point to be accomplifhed, was of the utmofl

confequence ; and, without the imputation of te-

merity, the boldefl that had been attempted during

the courfe of the war.

3 H 2 ' *
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1762. On the 5th of March, the fleet failed from

, "777. Portfmouth for Cape Nichola, in the ifland of
America. » ^

Hifpaniola ; where they were happily joined, on

the 27th of rvlay, by a fquadron from Martinico,

Britifli fleet Under the command of Sir James Douglas. The
on this ex- , r -i r i t
pedition. armament now amounted to 19 lail 01 the hne,

18 frigates, and about 150 tranfports, having on

board about 10,000 land-forces. Befides this

force, a detachment of 4000 men had been or-

dered from New-York, which, it was fuppofed,

vv^ould arrive before the commencement of opera-

tions.

Admiral Pocock, confidering that the leafl

delay would be of the moft dangerous confe-

quence, as the hurricane feafon might come on

before he could be mafter of a harbour to fecure

the (hipping, took the ihorteft, though the moft

Their ha- hazardous courfe. The old {freights of Bahama,

T„tT through which he had to conduft a fleet of 200

fail, was a narrow paffage, of not lefs than 700

miles in extent, and bounded on the right and

left with the moft dangerous rocks and (hoals.

Provided with a good chart of Lord Anfon's,

and trufting to his own fldll and fagacity, he had

the good fortune to conduct the whole fleet thro'

this dangerous ftreight, v^'ichout the lofs of a fmgle

fliip. His running this hazard, could only be ex--

cufed by the circumflances of the cafe, and the

neccflity of avoiding any delay. Had he purfued

the other courfe, by the fouth of Cuba, and

come into the track of the galleons, which was

by far the fafeft, tho' a much longer voyage, fo

jnuch time would be lolt, that the ilormy feafon

couii
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would fet in, and every operation, both by fea \]^
and land, infallibly be put a Hop to. However,

jj^„£rica

to remove every imputation of temerity, a light

veffel was fent before, to make foundings : the

frigates followed; and the fi^^et, in fcven divifions,

being favoured with good weather, got clear of

this hazardous {freight on the 5th of June, with-

out the leaft unfortunate accident.

Before they had' got clear of the (freights,

the Echo and Alarm frigates, being a-head of

the fleet, defcried four velfels, which proved to

be two Spaniih frigates, and two brigs ; which

they came up with, and took without any refiPc-

ance, after a chace of three quarters of an hour.

Being arrived off the Havanna,* the place of Fleet ar-

their deftination, the commanders prepared every Havauna.

thing for landing ; and, on the 7th of June, the

admiral, with the greatefl part of the fleet, in

* The Hayanna, though not denominated the capital of Cuba, is by

far the moft important and wealthy place in the ifland. The harbour

upon which it (lands, is, in every refpedtjipne of the heft in the world.

It is entered by a narrow paffage, upwards of half a mile in length ;

which afterwards expands into a la>ge bafon, fuScient to contain looo

fail of the largefl fliips, having alniofl; throughout fix fathoms water,

and perfeftly fecured from every wind. The rich fleets from the fcve-

ral parts of the Spaniih Weil Indies, alTemble in this bay, in order to

proceed together on their voyage to Europe. The greattft care had

been taken to fortify a place, which, hefides its own importance, was

the centre of the richest commerce of the world. The entrance into

the harbour, is fecured, on one fide, by the Moro fort, built upon a pro-

jecting point of land, all of folid mafon-woik, having a ditch 70 feet

deep from the edge of the counterfcarp, and more than 40 feet of

tliat depth funk in the rock : on the other, it is defended by a fort

called the Puntal, which joins tl-.e town. The Havanna itfelf, which

is fituated to the weft of the harbour, and oppofite to the Moro fort,

is furrounded by a good rampart, flanked with bailions, and ftiength-

fncd by a ditch.
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1762. order to divert the attention of the enemy, bore
"""^^^

awav to the weilward ; while the whole army was
AMERICA. •'

'
.

•'

IViely landed, under the direftion of Commodore
The troops Keppcl, brother to the General, about fix miles
land,

to the eaftward of theMoro fort.

The Spaniards had erefted a fmall redoubt,

on the top of a hill which overlooked the Moro.

This it became neceflary to reduce, before ,any

thing was attempted againft the town. It was

accordingly taken, after a very feeble refiftance,

and begin without any lofs ; and, on the loth, the bomb-
to bombaid , , , i 1 i 1 , j

tiietown. ketches began to bombard the town, under cover

of the men of war.

In order to fecure this important place, the Spa-

niards had, ever fmce the commencement of the

war, maintained a powerful fleet in this quarter ;

and a fquadron of twelve fliips of the line, was

actually, at this time, in the harbour of the Ha-

vanna. It would have been thought but prudent,

if this fquadron, inferior as it was to the Britilh,

had come out, and given thcnl battle ; as, altho*

that meafure might have been attended with the

lofs of their fieet, yet ours mud have fuffered fo

confiderably, as to have rendered any attempt up-

on the iiland impracticable. They did not, how-

ever, think proper to rifk a battle ; and the only

ufe they put their fcips to, was to fmk three of

them at the mouth of the harbour, which was

likewifc fecured by a Itrong boom thrown acrofs

it.

The governor, Don Juan de Prado, trufling

to the {trciM-th of the place, and the effe£t the

unhealthinefs of the climate might have upon the
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Britifli army, determined upon a vigorous de- ^l^^-

fence. He was encourao^ed to this, by the coun- .^c„,^.O 'y AMERICA.

fels and experience of the viceroy oi Peru, and

the governor of Carthagena, who both happened

to be at the Havanna at this time, in their way /

to their refpedive governments.

The main object of the Britifh army, was to

reduce the Moro, which, from the (trength of the

place, was likely to be a work of time, and a

fervice of danger. But, as it commanded both tlie

town and harbour, it was necelfary that our army

fliould be in poffefTion of it, before there could be siege of

any probability of taking the town. In order to

accompliih this point, the principal part of the

army, under the command of General Keppel,

was employed in the attack of this fort ; while

another corps, under the command of General

Elliot, advanced a confiderable way into the coun-

try, to the fouth-eaft of the harbour, in order to

fecure thofe employed in watering and procuring

provifions.—With a view to divide the enemy's

attention, and cut off the communication between

the town and the country, a third body, under

the command of Colonel Howe, was ordered to

encamp to the weflward of the town.

There never was an inftance, in which the

Britifh refolution and perfeverance were put to fo

fevere and memorable a trial, as in the fierre of Difficulties

.

^3 attending

this place. The difficulties and hardihips the army it.

fuffered, were innumerable. Roads were to be

cut through very thick woods, to preferve a com-

munication betwixt the refpeftive corps of the ar-

my. The artillery was obliged to be dragged a
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1762. great way, over an uneven rocky coafl. "Water

wzi fo hard to be got, (none to be had but from
AMERICA.

_ .
^

a great diliance], that the army -were obliged to

be fupplied from the fliips. Add to all this, that

the foil V as every-where fo thin, that it required

incredible labour to collect fo much earth as to

cover them in their approa.ches. In fine, fuch

were the difncukies the Britifh had to. encounter

j

that numbers daily dropped down, dead, with heat,

third, and fatigue,—Notwithflanding which, the

Undaunted ^'^'^^^ pcrfcd cofdiality fubfifted between the fea

oahTBri- '^"^ ^^^^^ fervice ; and, in fpite of every harraffing

tidi troops, expedient ufed by the enemy, and a climate no

v/ay favourable to the Britilii conftitutions, the

works were carried on with unremitting aifiduityj

and unparallelled perfeverance.

At length, on the ift of July, the batteries

were opened againft the Moro j and an inceffant

fire kept up, from twelve heavy battering pieces^

fix large mortars, three fmall ones, and twenty-

fix royals. The enemy's fire was no way inferior,

and did confilierable" execution. Not depending

Vigorous upon this alone, they made a vigorous fally, with

the'enTmv,
^^'^ intention to deftroy the works ; but were re-

pulfed with great lofs. This feemed rather to

rdufe, than deprefs their fpirit ; and the defence of

the fort, was continued with an obilinate bravery.

The Britifn forces had now an enemy to cope

v/ith, worthy of their valour ; and every private

foldier feemed actuated with the fpirit of a hero.

The admiral of the fleet, not fatisiied with

giving every afTiilance in his power to the opera-

tions on land, was refolved to employ feme of
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his lliips, to batter the fort on the fea-fide. For ^7^^'

this purpofe, three of the largeft men of war, 'viz. ^j^^^^.
the Dragon, Cambridge, and Marlborough, un-

der the direction of Commodore Harvey, were

ordered to advance as near the Moro as poffible,

in order, by this attack, to divert, in fome mea-

fure, the enemy's attention from the land-fide. But

here, though every thing was done that could be

expected from the moil intrepid bravery, it was

all of very little confequence. The fire from the The Britifli

Moro, on account of its high fituation, made
^^^^

great havock in the fliips ; while that from the

fort of Puntal, on the oppofite fliore, galled them

exceedingly. After an exceffive warm cannonade

of feven hours, the men of war were obliged to

retire in a moft fhattered condition, having above

150 men killed and wounded.—Among the killed,

was Captain Gooftrey of the Marlborough, a

brave and experienced officer.

On the third day, after opening the grand bat-

tery, it, by fome unfortunate accident, took fire ; Their-rand

and, being conflructed principally of wood, and delimvxd

no water to be had, was in a verv fliort time en- ^\ acciden-
'

,
J tal fire.

tirely confumed. This was a moft mortifying

ftroke, confidering, at this time, the fituation of

the army. By the feverity of the fervJce, fick-

nefs arifmg from fcarcity of water, and unwhole-

fomenefs of provifions, together with the lofs

of killed and wounded, the army was reduced to

half its number. It required, therefore, no or-

dinary fhare of refolution, to fupport this calami-

ty. But the fpirit of the commanders conquered

3 I
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every difEculty ; and, in fpite of difeafe and fa*

mine, infpired the troops with frefii courage.

It luckily happened, that Sir James Douglas,

who had been difpatched by the admiral to Ja-

maica ioon after the troops were landed, arrived

at this tune with the fleet from that ifland, bring-

ing with him many necefiaries for the fiege. A
few days afterwards, a confiderable reinforce-

ment, from New-York, likewife arrived. This

afiiitance, coming fo critically, had an amazing

effect upon the fpirit of the troops. They im-

mediately went to work, with redoubled ardour.

New batteries were erefted, in place of the old,

with furprifmg expedition ; the fire of which foon

became fuperior to that of the enemy.—At length,

having filenced the guns of the fort, and demo-

lifhed the upper works, they made a lodgement

in the covered way.

In this forward (late of the fiege, and when

every thing feemed to yield before them, a new

difuculty occurred, which appeared almoft unfur-

mountable. This was an immenfe ditch, cut in

the folid rock, 80 feet deep, and 40 feet wide,

which it feemed impofTible to fill up. Fortunately,

however, a narrow ridge of rock had been left to

cover it towards the fea. It was thought practi-

cable for the miners, to pafs over this ridge, and

make a lodgement at the bottom of the wall.

This accordingly was happily effeded, with very

little lois ; and immediately the miners went to

work, in two different directions. While they car-

ried on a mine along the glacis, another was form-

ed for throwing the counterfcarp into the ditch.
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Don Lewis de Vei,asco, the governor of the 17^2.

fort, perceiving that nothing but fome bold (Iroke America.

could fecure the place for much longer time, or-

dered a fally to be made, with 1 500 men, fepa- The govet-

rated into three divifions, who attacked the be- Rioro faiiies

fiegers in as many ditFerent places. The attack
"|J'^

^p^j"^ .

was begun early in the morning ; but the Britifh

troops, though furprifed, repulied the enemy with

conhderable lofs.—Finding this meafure prove ab-

ortive, the governor refolved upon another, tho' but is re-

with no better fuccefs. He ordered a floating bat- ^" ^
'

tery to be towed into the harbour, which fired

with grape ihot and fmall arms into the ditch.

But this did not in the leafl interrupt the miners;

and the fire of the party who covered them, foon

obliged the enemy to retire.

A.T length, on the 30th of July, a part of the

wall was blown up, which, failing into the ditch^

left a breach which the engineer thought prac-

ticable. Orders were accordingly given for the

alTault. The Britifli troops, who had hitherto

fupported this fatiguing and unwholefome fervice

with the mod fleady patience and heroic bravery,

now entered upon this dangerous employment

with a more than ordinary alacrity, hoping it

would be the end of their labours. Lieutenant-

Colonel Stuyt was appointed to command the

attack. The troops, having mounted the breach, po,t mojo

formed themfelves with fo much celerity, and ap- ^^^^^^
^^

peared before the Spaniards, who v/ers drawn up

to receive them, Vv'ith fo undaunted an air, and

coolnefs of refolution, that, terrified at the deter-

mined valour that appeared in their countenances,

^12
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J 762. the enemy fled on every fide. Don Lewis dcr

AMERICA. Velafco, the governor, whofe bravery and good

conduft during this fiege will always be admired,

difdaining to furvive the lofs of a place committed

to his charge, like another Leonidas, bravely fell,

in defending the colours of Spain. The Marquis

de Gonfales, fecond in command, likewife fell, in

endeavouring, unfuccefsfully, to rally the fugitives.

About 400 were killed on the fpot ; and about

400 more threw down their arms, and furrender-

ed prifoners at difcretion.

The Britifli troops being thus in pofTeffion of

the Moro, it was refolved to lofe as little time as

pofTible with the town, the fickncfs ftill raging both

in the army and navy, and the men dying daily,

Havaiina For this Durpofe, a line of batteries was imme-

diately erefted on the hill of the Cavannos, which

commanded the v/hole eaflern fide of the city,

from one end to the other. The guns of the

Moro, were likewife turned againft the city ; and

batteries were erefted on the weft fide of the town,

which hitherto had been only watched.

Every thing being thus in readinefs, the ge-

neral, in order to fave the unnecelfary effufion of

blood, fent a meffage to the governor, on the

loth of Auguft, reprefenting the force of the at-

tack he was ready to make on the place ; and

giving him time, if he chofe to avoid it, to capi-

tulate. To this melfage, the governor returned

a refolute anfwer, that he would defend the place

to the laft extremity.

Next morning, the iith of Auguft, Lord

Albemarle ordered a general fire from all tlie
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batteries, againft the town ; which was carried on ^1^^-

for fix hours, with fo irrefillible a fury, as entirely America.

filenced all the enemy's guns. About two o'clock

in the afternoon, a flag of truce arrived at head-

quarters, with propofals for a capitulation ; which,

after removing fome difficulties that occurred, Havanna

was finally concluded on the 14th, when the Bri-
"'^'^" "'"

tiih army took pofleffion of the town.

Thus the city of Kavanna fell to Great Britain,

after a fiege of two months and eight days, tn

the courfe of the fiege, about 500 of the Britifh

troops, including 1 5 officers, were killed out- Lofs of the

right, or died of their wounds ; and about 700

were cut off by diftemper, which raged with re-

doubled violence, after the reduftion of the place.

In no adion during the war, was the valour of

the Britifli troops, or the condud of their leaders,

more confpicuous. It united in itfelf, every ad-

vantage that can be acquired in war. The prin-

cipal port of the enemy, in that part of the world,

was reduced ; a fleet of capital fliips, was either

deftroyed, or fell into our hands ; and the plun-

der is faid to have been little fliort of three mil-

lions fterling.—The reduction of this place,- while

it diftreifed the Spaniards in the moll elfential

manner, by (lopping the fources of their wealth,

opened to the conquerors, an eafy avenue to the

center of their American treafures.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXIX.

Expedition again/i Manilla—'Troops landed—A vio-

lent Jioi'm—Tivo attempts of the ene7ny upon the

Britijh camp—Repuljed—The town Jlorjned-—

-

Capitulation ivith the inhabitants—The' Manilla

galleon taken.

1762.

1 KE lofs of the Kavanna, gave a mod dreadful

a'sia.
|3|o\v to the interells of Spain. Since the defeat of

her celebrated armada, flie had not fuffered fo

humiliating a firoke.—But that was not the only

difaftrous confequence of the war, flie had fo im-

prudently declared againft Great Britain. She

received another fevere wound, in a part of the

world, which, from its remote Htuation, was

deemed altogether fafe from the attacks of any

European power.

Soon after the unfuccefsful attempt of the

French againft Madrafs, in 1759, Col. Draper,

who had eminently dlftinguiflied himfelf in the

defence of that important place, w^as obliged to

leave that country,' on account of his bad ftate of

health. In company Vv^ith the Elonourable Captain

Hovvc, then commander of the Winchelfea, he

embarked for Canton in China. During his re-

fidence there, he employed himfelf in acquiring

a minute knowledge of the prefent ftate of the

Philippine iflands* : and, as the inhabitants carried

* Tlie Pliilippines, or Manillas, forin a principal divifion of that

immenfe Indian Archipelago, which confifts of above 1200 iflands;

cslcndins from the nineteenth degree of north latitude, almoft ia a
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on a confiderable trade with Canton, he had an JT^z.

ample opportunity of procuring intelligence. He ^^j^^

obferved, that the Spaniards in thefe illands, con-

fiding in their remote diftance from Europe, had

totally neglected the keeping up a regular mili-

tary force ; thoroughly perfuaded, that an attack

upon them, would never be deemed practicable.

As a war with Spain was at this time thought

inevitable. Colonel Draper tranfmitted the obfer-

vations he had made, refpefting the Philippines,

to the Britifli miniftry ; who received them with

that attention, to which, from their importance,

they were juftly entitled.—Indeed, it is difficult to

determine which were greateft ; the importance

continued chain, to the fiiores of New Guinea, and the great fouthern

continent. The Philippines, which form the northernmort: clufter of

thefe iflands, are, fomc of them, among the largeft, and ail of them,

naturally, among the richeft iflands in the world. They were added

ta the Spanifh monarchy, in its meridian glory, under Philip II. and,

being happily fituated for commerce, they were ufed as the center of

communication for the Afiatic and American trade. They may receive

European goods, by the way of the Cape of Good Hope ; and, conneift-

ing the traffic of China, Japan, and the Spice iflands, with that of

Europe and America, unite all tlie extenfive dominions of Spain, ia

one commercial chain, with the richeft countries upon earth.

The principal ifland of the Philippines, is called Manilla or Luconia,

extending 300 miles in length, and yo, at a medium, in breadth.

The foil is cultivated by the natives, with uncommon induftry for this

part of the world : the Chinefe, who, after the Tartar conqueft in the

laft century, fled here in great numbers, are the artifans ; and the Spa-

niards enjoy the government, and bed part of the commerce. The reft

of the Philippine iflands, as far as the Spanifli power prevails in them,

are under the government of I.uconia, the capital" of which is Manilla,

fituated on the fouth-eaft of the ifland, and lying upon a very fair and

fpacious harbour. Here flie large velTels or galleons annually arrive
;

and, from this place, they fail for Acapulco in AnieiiL-a, loaded with

money or goods, to the value of near a million Stv-rling. In the war

of 1739, ^^^ taking one of thefe galleons, was confidered as the moll

briliiiint fuccefs wliicli attended the Bnlifli fquadrons.
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1762. of fucli a conqueft, or the obftacles which at-

tended the atchievement of it. The poireffion of
" Manilla, would enable us to deftroy all intercourfe

of any other European power with the empires

of China and Japan ; while it procured a proper

refped for the Britifh flag, all over thofe wealthy

and extenfive regions On the other hand, cur

affairs at home, required the utmoft exertions of

our power ; and it was impoflibie to fpare, either

fliips or money, from Britain, for the conquefl.

The immenfe diflance of the objeft, and the un-

certainty of the time in which the expedition could

be undertaken, were, befides, no inconfiderabie

objedions to the enterprife.

Tfiese difficulties, however, were foon obvi-

ated. The Britifii commanders, at this period,

feem to have depended more upon the fpirit than

the number of their troops ; nor was a fuperiority

Expediiion of numbcrs in the enemy, deemed a fufficient ex-

ntiia. cufe for declining the attack.—All that was de-

manded, was a light frigate, to carry Col. Draper

to Madrafs, where alone fuitable preparations

could be m.ade for this important enterprife. He
arrived there the latter end of June, and was ap-

pointed brigadier-general and commander in chief

of the expedition. His fubordinates in command,

were the Lieutenant-colonels Monfon and Scott,

and Majors Barker and More. Admiral Cornifh

commanded the fleet ; a brave and able oflicer,

in every refpecl qualified tor fuch an important

fervice : and under him, was Commodore Tiddy-

nian.—The troops allotted for this expedition, con-

fided of the 79th regiment, v^ith a company of
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the royal artillery, reinforced with 600 feapoys, 17^--

one company of Caftres, one of Topazes, one of ^^TrT

pioneers, and a body of feamen and marines were

appointed to act with them ; the whole land-force

amounting to 2300 men. The 79th regiment Land and

had been long inured to the climate, and accu- onti.isex-

ftomed to vidory ; and were the firft who checked
p^''^''^'"^"'

the progrefs of the French in India. The naval

force confifled of nine men of war, and frigaLes,

befides fome flore-fliips.

The fuccefs of the enterprife, depended much
on the celerity of the preparations. The enemy

might be rouied from their fecurity ; and if the

north-weft monfoon ihould fet in with any degree

of violence, before they were advanced on their

voyage, the whole defign would be defeated.

The celerity of the preparations, however, was

equal to the judgment with which every arrange-

ment was made. A fliip of force was detached

to the entrance of the Chinefe fea, in order to

intercept all velTels bound for Manilla, that the

enemy might receive no intelligence of the dcfign

formed againft them.

The fleet, with the troops, ftores, and artillery

on board, failed, in two divifions, about the be-

ginning of Auguft ; and, after a profperous voy- Britifii fleet

age, anchored in the bay of Manilla on the 23d tlieTa'of

of September. That the Spaniards, who wxre ^^'ini^ia-

ignorant of the declaration of war, and confe-

quently unprepared, migiit have as little time as >

poffiblc to recover from the confufion wliicli this

attack mud necelTarily threw theui into, it was

refolved, that the troops fhould be landed, and

the operations commenced immediately.

m. 3 K
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1762. The difpofitions for landing, were made about

two miles to the fouthward of Manilla. On the

2,4th of September, three divifions of the troops

were put on board the boats of the fieet, and

The troops made towards the fiiore, under the protection of

the men of war. The enemy were aifembled in

great numbers, both horfe and infantry, to oppofe

the defcent ; but they were loon difperfed by the

fire of the fquadron. The troops gained the land,

without the lofs of a man ; though many of the

boats were daihed to pieces, by the violence of

the furf.

Upon reconnoitring the town, it was found to

be regularly fortified ; though, in many places,

the works had never been completed. The gar-

rifon amounced to about 800 regular troops, and

Strength of the baftioHs were mounted with a great number
tie enemy.

^^ ^^^ brafs cannon. The Britifli army was too

fmall to invefl the place ; which was therefore in

a condition of being conftantly fupplied from the

country, and reinforced by the natives—a fierce,

cruel, and daring people,—who, in a fhort time,

came to the afiiflance of the place, with a body

of 10,000 men, armed in their barbarous falliion.

The archbiiliop of the Manillas was their governor,

and comniander in eliief of their forces ; a mix-

ture of authority not altogether uncommon in the

Spanifli colonies.

No time was to be lofi. The governor was

twice furamoncd to furrendcr ; but it was evident

^ from his anfwer, that we had to exped nothing,

but what we were able to command. The coun-

try, from the inceffant rains, was now almofi:

\vholly flooded ; and the troops were obliged to
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flicker themfelves in the houfes of the fuburbs, ^1^^-

which were under the fire of the baltions. The
^^^^^

works were raifed nearer to the walls, than the

ordinary rules of war prefcribed ; but even this

circumftance, fo apparently difadvantageous, had

a good efFed. The precipitation with which every

thing was done, haftened the decifion of the fiege

in our favour, much better than could have been

expected from a more regular proceeding.

On the 26th, before the batteries were com-

pleted, the enemy attempted a fally, with about

400 men, under the command of the Chevalier

Fayette ; but were foon driven back into the town,

with fuch precipitation, that they left one of their

field-pieces on the glacis.

The operations againft the place were now

commenced, and kept up with unremitted dili-

gence and vigour. The town was bombarded Maniiia

, . , ^ . , . believed,

day and night ; and the flilps, approachmg as

near the town as the depth of water would per-

mit, enfiladed the enemy's front, in order to fe-

cond the operations of the land-forces.

While the fiege advanced in fo fuccefsful a

manner, the operations were fuddenly retarded^

by an event which threatened to deflroy, at once^

all the effcds of the Britifli induflry and courage.

On the I ft and 2d days of October, a delupje of -'^ ^'oi'^"'-

ram poured down, accompanied by a molt violent

florm of wind. The fleet was in the mod immi-

nent danger, and all communication v^/ith it was

entirely cut off. The South-fea Caftle flore-fhlp

was driven afhore. The Spanifli governor, on

this occafion, called in the aid of his ecclefiaflical

3 ^ ?
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1762. cbaraQer. He publicly declared to his people,

tliat the angel of the Lord was gone forth, to

deflioy the Engliih, as he had done the hoil of

Sennacherib.

The elTeds of this ftorm, however, by a moil

fmgular good fortune, proved favourable to the

Englifli ; and facilitated, rather than retarded, the

operations of the fiege. The ftore-fhip, by being

driven alhore without any confiderable damage,

gave an eafy accefs to all tha military ftores and

provifions flie contained ; and, by her then fitua-

tion, her cannon became a protection to the rear

EfTefls of of the Engliih camp. The enemy, trufting to

this iiorni
^^ natural helps arifm? from the ftorm, and

prove ta- r o .
'

vourabic to reiving; on the fupernatural affiftance which their
the Eir-lilh. ^ ^ '^

archbifhop had allured them of, were now more

remlfs and languid in their defence ; and gave lefs

obftruftion to the progrefs of our troops, than in

any other period of the fiege. The roaring of

the furge, hkev;ife, prevented them from hearing

the noife of the Enghih workmen, who were bufy

in the night, in completing the feveral batteries,

and making good their parallels and communica-

tions. Thefe were all accompliflied on the 3d
;

and a continued fire was kept up, from the can-

non and mortars, upon all the parts whence the

Spaniards could annoy our troops. Twelve pieces

of cannon, mounted on the face of the baftion,

were totally filenced in a few hours ; and, in lefs

than two days, all their defences were deftroyed.

The enemy, reduced to the lall extremity, re-

folved to make one defperate and conclufive effort.

A fally upon the two mofl important pofts of the

Engliih, was projeded. The firfl was to be made
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tipon the cantonment of feamen, who had the ''7^^-

nioft confiderable part in the management of the ^g,^^

artillery during the fiege. The fecond was to be

made on a church, which had been of great fer-

vice in protecting the befiegers in their approaches,

both againd the enemy's fire, and the inundation.

About midnight, on the 3d of Oftober, a

body of 1000 Indians advanced to the firfl: attack,

encouraged by the inceffant rains, which, they

hoped, had rendered the fire-arms ufclefs. A
liumber of thick buihes, that grew upon the fide

of a rivulet, which they palfed in the night, fa-

voured their approach ; and having eluded the Unfacrefs-

vigilance of the patroles, they fell, unexpe<3:edly, rooo ii£-

and with infinite violence, upon the quarters of
^'^^

the feamen. The Englifli, tho' furprifed, main-

tained their ground with firmnefs, and repelled

the enemy ; but did not attempt to purfue them.

They remained in their polls till day-break, when
a picquet of the 79th regiment came to their re-

lief ; and the Indians fled with precipitation, hav-

ing lofl 300 men in their attack and retreat. *

The fecond attack began, juft after the firfl

had been defeated. The enemy were compofed

of Indians, and a ftrong detachment from the

* It is remarkahie, t -^^ '.hc'iiiti. . , ji u^.ic iUands ihould differ fo

mattiiall)' from the Chinele, and every other nation of the ealteni

contmciii. The former are as diftinguilhed for their intrepidity, and

Cnnnlar cojatcitipt of death j as the latter have always been, for their

covk.irdice. and the foftneTs and efffmii'iacy of their manners. In this

exf ecirion, the Indians were equally to be dreaded with the Spaniards;

and, h<;d their difci(il'i.:c been at all equal to their ftrcngth and ferocity,

the ifiiit ^>f the event would hsve been very doubtful. Armed as they

were, they boldly ruAied on the very muzzles of our pieces; and died,

at Lit, tile v'ild heads, frrsavi-nt the bavcnets of their ene.i-.ics.

—

—•One inlbiice of tiieir cruelty, will be iiiSicient. I'iie governor's ne-
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^7^^' Spanifh garrifon. The fcapoys who defended the
~ church, which was the object of this attack, were

eafily diflodged, and driven from their poft. As

foon as the enemy had got poffeffion of the church,

they climbed to the top ; and, from thence, pour-

ed dov/n a violent fire upon our people, who were

aS'rncMTas poflcd behind it. The Englifh maintained their

iL^^^r po'^s, however, without flinching ; and, after a

^'*- warm conteft, diflodged the enemy, by the afiifl:-

ance of fome field-pieces. Seventy Spaniards were

left dead upon the fpot. The lofs on our fide a-

mounted to 40, including two gallant officers.

Ti-iE fpirit of the enemy was totally ex^aufl:ed

by this lail effort. They were now confined within

the walls. The Indians, difcouraged by their fre-

. quent and bloody repulfes, returned home. The
fire from the garrifon grew faint, while that of

tlie batteries was kept up with greater effed than

ever ; and, at lafl:, the enemy's cannon were fi-

lenced, and the breach appeared practicable.

—

>

jparrifii The Spaniards, however, flill continued obfl:inate,

irrdnacy. though not brave ; and, Vvhile they neglefted all

means of procuring an honourable capitulation,

difcovered little refolution to defend the breach.

The Britifli commander, therefore, prepared to

llorm the town.

fihew had been taken in the br.y, by the Englilh ; and his Excellency

fcnt a flag cf truce, requeuing the favour that he might be returned.

The requeft was granted; and Lieut. Fryer, the general's own fecictary,

was appointed to conduft him to the city. . In their way thither, they

met with a large party of the gariifon, intermingled with Indians, who
mofl inhumanly murdered Lieut. Fryer, and mangled his body in a'

Slocking manner ; and, at the fame time, mortally wounded the Spanifh

jcntleman, vvhile he was cudeavcurins to fave the life of his conduftor.
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Early in the morning of the 6th of October, '^^i.

the troops deflined for this attack, were gradually ^^^^
and privately aflembled in proper pods, fo as to

give the enemy no alarm or notice of the defign*

A continual fire was kept up from the batteries, Pj^para-

, , r I 1 J
tioQfi ioxm order to clear every part or the works where ftormin-

the enemy might be lodged or intrenched. A ^^'^ ^°*^

body of Spaniards had begun to aflemble on the

baftion, where the attack was intended ; but a

few Ihells falling amongft them, they retired in

confufion.

The Britifli troops feized this opportunity
;

and, diretled by the fignal of a general difchargc

from the artillery and mortars, and under cover

of a thick fmoke, which blew direttiy upon the

town, they ruihed on to the aflault. Sixty voiun- DifpaEtjaa

teers, of different corps, led the way, fupported Ls.
"^

"*'

by the grenadiers of the 79th regiment. A body

of pioneers, to clear the breach, followed. A bat-

talion of feamen advanced next, fupported by two

grand divifions of the 79th regiment ; and the

troops of the Eaft India company, clofed the rear.

The troops, difpofed in this excellent order,

and led on by officers in whom they had the ut-

moft confidence, amounted to about 2000 men ;

compofing a motley groupe of feamen, foldiers,

feapoys, Caffres, Lafcars, Topazes, French and

German deferters.—Animated by tlie profpe£t of saccris^f

the iititilh

a fpeedy conclufion to their labours, they mount- ia nissHst-

ed the breach with the greated courage and rapi- t^.fadj^

dity. The Spaniards retreated with precipitation,

and were clofely followed by the Engliili, who
met with little refiftance, except from a body of

I op Spaniards and Indians, who, refuiing quarter.
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1762. were put to the fword : 300 more, in attempting

CO efcape over a deep and rapid river, were diown-

cd. The governor, and the principal mcsgiihateSj

Manma retired into the citadel ; but, that not being teni-
funenders, ' ^

ble, they were obliged to furrender at difcretion.

The commanders, willing to preferve fo noble a

TFie inha- city from deftruftion, admitted the inhabitants to
titauts ad- ... , , . , , .

i .
• i-

mitted to a capitulation ; by which tney enjoyed their lives,

tionr*^"
" liberties, properties, and the adminiftration of their

domeftic government, upon condition of paying a

ranfom of one million Sterling *. Several large

iliips fell into our hands, and a vaft quantity of

military and naval {lores ; and our troops found

every refreiliment, and every neceffary to refit the

fquadron. The furrender of Manilla, compre-

hended, not only that of the whole country of

v/hich it is the capital, but of all thofe numerous

and valuable iflands which are its dependencies.

—The Britifii troops did not lofe above 100 men
during the fiege. Commodore Tiddyman was

drowned, and Major More was transfixed with

an an-ow.

The fuccefs of the Britifh armament, was not

confined to Manilla. Admiral Cornifh, having

got intelligence, by the capture of an advice fhip.

Capture of ([^^.t the galleon from Acapulco was arrived at the
the MaiiiUa „ . , ° , . , ,- ,

gaikon. Strcights, whicli form the entrance into the Ar-

chipelago of the Philippines, immediately fent two

fliipsof war, the Panther and Argo ; the firft, of

the line ; the other, a frigate.—On the 30th of

October, the Argo defcried a fail ; but, juft as

'=-«i!r«M>^RS.«Wm.1

* Tlie Gpaniaids have infamouflj' evaded the payment of this ranfom j

and no Britiih minift«r, fince the days of Pitt, has had fpuit or refolu-

liou enough, peremptorily to demand it.
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fhe approached it, the rapidity of a current drove ^7^^-

her among fliallows, and fhe was obliged to cad ^^j^^

anchor. By (trenuous cxercion, however, flie a-

gain got under fail, overtook the galleon, and

began a hot engagement with her, which conti-

nued for two hours ; during which, the Argo

was fo roughly handled, as to be obliged to defift,

in order to repair the damage fhe had fuftained.

Fortunately, the current flackened ; and the Pan-

ther was enabled to come up, and engage the

enemy. After a feverc cannonade for two hours,

at a very fmall diftance, the Spaniard ftruck ;

when the Englifh captain was not a little furprifed,

to find, that fhe was not the American galleon,

but that from Manilla^ bound for Acapulco. She

had proceeded a good way to the eaftward on her

voyage ; but, meeting with a hard gale of wind,

in the great South Sea, fhe was difmafted, and

obliged to put back to refit. Her fides were fo

thick, that the fhot of the Panther did not pene-

trate any part of her, except the upper works*

She had 800 men on board ; and was pierced for

60 cannon, but no more than 13 were mounted.

The cargo was computed to be, in rich merchan-

dife, worth more than half a million ; which

formed a valuable addition to the conqueft of

Manilla.

It is unnecelTary, hov/ever, to dwell longer on

the importance of this con quell. Sufnce it to fay,

that it excluded the Spaniards entirely from Afia,

and the very plunder was m.ore than fufficient to

indemnify the expences of the expedition.
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C HAP. XL.

Detached naval tranfadions-—Neivfoundland iakeriy

and retaken— Unfortunate expedition agahijl Bu^

ems Ayres—Freliminaries figned—Conchifwn*

1762.

EUROPE.
X HE naval exploits of the year 1762, were fo

numerous, that it would be altogether tedious to

enter into a minute relation of the diiferent en-

gagements. Nothing very material occurred in

thofe encounters. The good fortune which had

hitherto attended the Britifn arms, was ftill uni-

form and uninterrupted. We fhall, therefore, only

briefly recapitulate the principal captures made by

the Britifli cruifers.

Detached The Hermionc, a Spaniih regifler iliip, bound

i^i\\oiis.
' from Lima to Cadiz, was taken by two Englifli

frigates, off Cape St. Vincent. Her cargo a-

mounted to about one million Sterling, a greater

fum than had ever before been taken in one bot-

tom. The lofs of fo much treafure, at the be-

ginning of an expenfive war, muft have been a

fevere ftroke to the court of Madrid.—A Dutch

fliip of war, with four merchantmen, laden with

contraband merchandife from Havre to Brefl,

were taken and carried into the Downs.—Twenty-

five fail of-French merchantmen, under convoy of

four frigates, failed, in September, from Cape

Francois, for Europe. Five of them were made

prizes of, by fome privateers of New-York and

. Jamaica ; aind the remainder, with their convoy,.
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were taken by Commodore Keppel, and carried ^7^^-

into Port-Royal in Jamaica.—Tn every other part Europe.
of the Ivorld, the Britiih cruifers were fuccefsful

j

and at no period was the pre-eminence of Britain,

at fea, lefs difputed.

We mud not omit an attempt made by the

€nemy, which, had the execution been equal to

the defign, would have given a fevere blow to

the Britllh navy. In the month of December Fru-ticfs

176 1, while a fquadron of our fnips of v/ar were fjefti'oy\he

lying in Bafque road, the French prepared three ^"'^''^^1"^-

fire-fliips ; which being chained together, were

towed out of port, and fet on hre, with a ftrcng

breeze, that blew direftly on the Britilli fquadron.

Whether owing to fear, or the eflt;6t of an acci-

xient, the veifels took fire about two miles dif-

tance from the fleet ; but the wind, fhifting,

drove them entirely clear of it. They continued

burning fome time, after having blov/n up with

a 'terrible explofion ; and every foul on board

periflied.*

In the tranfaftions of this war, the ofFenfive America.

operations of the French were fo few and incon-

fiderable, and withal fo unfuccefsful, that any

advantage on their fide, however trifling, deferves

commemoration. About the latter end of May,

* In the couife of t!iis war, tlic French loft: 37 Ihips of the line, ^,. . „

and 5J frigates : of thcie, 54 were takeh by the Englifli, 27 were dc- ^„^ A-h'n s»

flroyed, and 11 loft by accident.—The Spaniards loft iz flilps of the tath fida.

line, befides frigates.—The French took two, and deftroyed three En-

gliih frigates ; and l^ Eritill* fiiips of the line, and 14 frigates, were

Iqft by accident. Of Bjitifii merchantmen, 8l2 were taken by Jha

enemy.

3^2
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1763. M. de Ternay, with a fquadron of four men of

, war, and a bomb-ketch ; and M. Haufonville,
AMERICA. ' ' '

with a proportionable number of land-forces ;

failed from Breft, under cover of a fog ; eluded

the vigilance of the Britifli fquadrons, and ar-

rived, on the 24th of June, at the Bay of Bulls,

in Newfoundland. The illand was in no refped;

Newfound- prepared to refift them : and they reduced, with-

out difficulty, the forts of St. John, Trinity, and

Carbonear ; deflroyed the two lail, and likewife

the flages and implements of the fifnery, to a

confiderable value.

No fooner did the news of this lofs arrive in

England, than an armament was fitted out, in

order to retake thofe places. Thefe prepara-

tions, however, were anticipated by the vigilance

and adivity of General Amherft. He im.medi-

ately detached his brother. Colonel Amherft, with

a body of forces, and Lord Colville with a fmall

fquadron, to recover this valuable ifland. The

troops were landed, after a confiderable refiftance,

about feven miles to the northward of St. John's.

They were preparing to attack that place, after

having reduced feveral advantageous pofis in its

neighbourhood, when the governor thought pro-

fictaken. per to furrcudcr himfclf and garrifon prifoners of

war. The French fleet effefted their cfcape.

They were defcried at a confiderable diftance ; but,

Lord Colville not apprehending that they were

really the enemy's fliips, a purfuit did not take

place.

We fliali conclude the militarv tranfadions of

this period, with an account of the unfortunate ex-
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pedition againft Buenos Ayres ; an expedition, ^V^z^

which, while it ftrongly marks the viciflitude ot America.

human affairs, and fhows what narrow bounds

there are between victory and defeat, tends alio

to difpofe the minds of men to humanity, gen-

tlenefs, and benevolence.

At the beQ-inning; of the war with Spain, it Rxpedit'on

was judged expedient to encourage private ad- enos Ayres,

venturers, to add to our other operations againft

the enemy. Buenos Ayres, on account of its

vicinity to the Portuguefe fettlements, was judged

to be an objeft of importance. The poffeilion of

it, while it relieved our Portueuefe allies from an

enemy in their neighbourhood, would ailord a

ftation extremely well adapted for enterprifes a-

gainft the Spanifli fettlements in the South Seas.

—The force deftined againft this place, confifted

of three flout frigates, and fome fmall armed

veffels and flore-fhips. They had 500 fokiicrs on

board, partly Englifh, and partly Ponuguefe ; and

were comm.anded by Captain Macnamara, an

adventurer of fpirit and experience, who had been

many years a captain in the Eaft-India company's

fervice, and had embarked his whole fortune in

the prefent enterprife.

The embarkation was made from the Tagus,

and their vova^-e to the mouth of the river de la

Plata, as favourable as could be wifhed. Upon
entering that immenfe river, on the 2d of No-
vember, they were attacked by a violent gale of

wiiid, accompanied with thunder and lightning.

When the temped ceafed, they found the river

was flioalv, and the navi'^ation to Buenos Avres
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1762. exceedingly difHcult ; and that the Spaniards, fo

far from being unprepared for refinance, had al-

ready begun to acl on the ofFenfive, by takmg

the Portuguefe fettlements of Nova Colonia.

Affairs being in this fituation, it was judged

neceifary to begin with the recovery of Nova

Colonia, before any attack was made upon Buenos

Ayres. They were encouraged to this attempt

by an Enghfli pilot, who knew the place and

river, and undertook to carry the commodore's

fliip within piftol-fliot of the enemy's principal

battery.

The attack EvERY thing fecmcd to prcfagc fucccfs. The

fliips were in excelknt order, and the men in

high fpirits. Colours of every kind were dif-

pjayed : the men, in new red uniforms, made a

gallant appearance ; and the whole armament,

horns founding, and drums beating, advanced to

the attack, with all the pomp and parade of a

naval triumph.—The attack commenced with vi-

gour, and was continued with the utmofl fury

for four hours. The fire of the Spaniards, tho*

well pointed, and fupported with great refolution,

btgan to abate ; and the fuccefs of the Englifii

fecmed certain. At that critical moment, wiieu

the Spaniards were on the point of flriking their

A drendfui colours, the commodorc's fhip, by fome accident,

difaiiei. ^vhich has never been accounted for, took fire.

She was inftantly in a blaze ; and the fame mo-

ment difcovercd the flam.es, and the im.poilibility

of extinguifliing them. A more dreadful fpedacle

cannot well be conceived. The fides of the vcf-

i'd were immediatelv covered with naked men.
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who, a few minutes before, were afiured of wealth i7'^2.

and conqueft. Some precipitated themfelves into .
'^

. . .
AMERICA.

the fea : others clung to the fails and rigging, till

the violence of the flames obliged them to let go

their hold; and many periflied by their own hands.

The enemy's fire was now recommenced, and

redoubled the diflrefs of the unfortunate Englifli.

It is faid, that, on this occafion, feveral of thofe

who could not fwim, went to the lower guns,

and kept up a conftant (ire upon the enemy, till

they were driven by the flames to perifli in ano-

ther element ; a circumftance which flrongly cha-

racterifes the defperate courage of the Britifh

feamen. The commodore was drowned ; and, of

340 men, only 78 efcaped.

The other velTels, far from affording any re-

lief, were obliged to get oif" as expeditioufly as

they could, left they fliould fnare the fame fate.

The next fhip in force to the commodore, was

little better than a wreck ; and it was with the

utmoft difficulty, flie made fliift to get into the

Portuguefe fettlement of Rio de Janeiro.—It was

fome alleviation of this dreadful difafter, that thofe Hamanif*

who efcaped from the commodore's fliip, were niardl"^^

received by the Spaniards with tendernefs and

humanity. Inftead of regarding them as enemies,

who came to plunder and deftroy their fettle-

ments, they confidered their misfortunes, not

their enmity ; treated them, rather as fons, than

captives j and, in every refpett, ufed them with

the utmoft tendernefs and indulgence. Thus
ended this unfortunate expedition, the laft whixb
was made by our people during the war.
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1 7*^2. Hostilities were clofed with an event, which

flrongly impreffes this truth, That tho' Prudence

may plan, and Refolution perform, defeat will

fometirnes follow ; and that victory and conquefh

depend on circumftances, far above the reach of

human v/ifdom.

EUROPE. Fp.ance was now convinced, that the hopes of

fuccefs, founded on her new alliance, were ground-

kfs. The pride of the Bourbon family vs'as hum-

bled : Portugal was yet unconquered : Martinico

was taken ; and the Havanna v/as known to bs

in imminent danger. Plaving, therefore, but little

to hope for from a continuance of the war, the

French court inclined, in good earned, to peace.

France re- That court had already made propofals of peace.
news
propoiais and was obliged to renew thefe propofals , and
orpcdce.

gp^-j^ ^^^g conftrained to follow her example, and

fit down contented with her loiTes. The Britifli

court, though from very diflerent m.otives, was

equally difpofed to put a period to the war, and

reft fatisfied with the acquifitions it had made.

As a pledge of their mutual fmcerity, it was

agreed, that this treaty fholild not be negotiated

by fubordinate perfoiis, as the former had been ;

but that the two courts fiiould reciprocally fend

to London and Verfailles, a perfon of the firft:

confequence and diftinftion in either kingdom.

The Duke of Bedford was fent to negotiate on

the part of Britain, and the Duke de Nivernois

on that of France. The great outlines of the

treaty, v/ere foon adjufted : the detail of fome

articles, took more time j but the whole were
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concluded, and the definitive treaty figned, at '7*^^*

Paris, on the i oth of February 1763.* europe.

During this negotiation, the violence of party

raged in Great Britain. The miniftry was un-

popular ; and every meafure it adopted, was dif-

gufting to the bulk of the nation. Much was

faid for, and very much againft, the peace. We
will not enter into thofe difputes, as time has al-

ready overturned the befl arguments offered on

* The following is an abftiaft of the principal articles of the definitive

treaty of peace and friendfhip between his Britannic Majefty, the moft
Chriltian King, and the King of Spain, concluded at Paris the lOth day
of February 1763 ; to which the King of Portugal acceded, on the fame
day.
" BE it known to all thofe, to whom it fhall or may in any manner

belong. It has pleafed the Moft High, to diffufe the fpirit of concord and
union among the princes, whofe divifions had fpread troubles in the four
quarters of the globe. For this purpofe, the high contracting parties

have named and appointed their refpedive ambafladors, his Sacred Ma-
jefty the King of Great Britain, John Duke of Bedford; his Sacred Ma-
jefty the moft Chriftian King, Gabriel de Choifeul, duke of Praflin ; his

Sacred Majefty the Catholic King, Don Jerome, marquis of Grimaldi

;

his Sacred Majefty the moft Faithful King, Martin de Mello and Caftro;
who having duly communicated to each other their full powers, have
agreed upon the articles, the tenor of whicli is as follows.

Article I. There Ihall be a Chriftian, univerfal, and perpetual peace, as

well by fea as by land, and a fincere and conftant friendfliip ihall be re-

eftablilhed between the before-mentioned fovereigns ; and a general obli-

vion of every thing that may have been done or committed, before or fince

the commencement of the xra that is juft ended.
II. The former treaties concluded between the refpective kingdoms,

are hereby renewed and confirmed in the beft form, and fervc as the bafis

of the prefent definitiv-e treaty.

III. The prifoners made on all fides, and the hoftages carried away or
given during the war, (hall be reftoied without ranfom ; each Crown re-

fpedfively paying the advances made for the fubfiftence end maintenance
of their prifoners, by the Sovereign of the country where they Ihall have
hcen detained.

IV. His moft Chriftian Majefty renounces all pretenfions, which he has
heretofore formed, or might form, to Nova Scotia, or Acadia, in all its

parts ; and guarantees the whole of it, with all its dependencies, to the
King of Great Britain : moreover, his moft Chriftian Majefty cedes and
guarantees to his Britannic Majefty, in tull right, Canada, with all its

dependencies, as well as the ifland of Cape Breton, and all the other
iflands and coafts in the gulf and liver of St. Laurence; and, in general,

every thing that depends on the faid countries, lands, iflands, and coafts,

with the fovereignty, property, and pofteflion, and all rights acquired
by treaty orotherwife, which the Crown of France hashad, till now, over
the iaid places. - His Britannic Majefty, on his fide, agrees to grant the
liberty of the Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Canada.

1 M
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1762. both fides. The terms, however, were evidently

EUROPE, more advantageous to the American colonies, than

, Great Britain ; and it would not, perhaps, be too

bold to affirm, that the French forefav;^, that the

ceffion of Canada would remove the only obftacle

which prevented the Britiih colonies from aflum-

ing independence. Great Britain had it in her

option, to retain the Weft-India illands of Marti-

nico, Guadaloupe, Marigalante, and Defiderade,

V. The fiibje(fl:s of France fl-sall have the liberty of fifliing and drying

on a part of the coafts of the Ifland of Newfoundland, fiich as it is /'ped-

fied in the 13th article of the treaty of Utrecht ; and his Britannic Ma-
jelly conients to leave to the fuLjefls of the moft: Chriftian King, tlie

liberty of filhing in the gulf of St. Laurence, on condition that the fiib-

jefls of France did not exercife the faid filhery, but at the difiance of
three leagues from all the coatls belonging to Great Britain.

VI. The King of Great Britain cedes the iilands of St. Pierre and Mi-
quelon, in full right, to his molt Chriftian Majefty, to ferve as (heker to

the French filhermen : and his mofl: Chriftiau Majefty engages, not to

fortify the faid illands ; to ered no buildings upon them, but merely for

the convenience of the filhery ; and to keep upon them, a guard of fifty

men only for the police.

VII. In order to re-eftablilli peace on fclid and durable foundations,

and to remove for ever all fubject of dilpute, with regard to the limits of
the Britiih and French territories on the continent of America, i^ is a-

greed, that, for the future, the confines between the dominions ^f the-

refpeclive Crowns in that part of the world, fhail be fixed irrevocably by a
line drawn along the middle of the Mifiifllppi, from its Iburce to the
river Iberville ; and, from thence, by a line drawn along the middle of

«. this river, and the lakes Maurenas and Pontchartrain, to the fea : and
for this purpofe, the mofl: Chriilian King cedes, in full right, the river

and port of the Mobile, and every thing which he pofiefled on the left

iide of the river Midiiltppi ; except the town of New Oileans, and the
ifland in which it is fituated.

VIII. The King of Great Britain fliall reftore to France, the illands of
Guadaloupe, of Marigalante, of Denderade, of Ivlartinico, and Belleiile;

and the,fortrefles of thefe illands, (hall be reftored, in the fame condition

they were in, when they were conquered by the Eritilh arms.

IX. T'he mofl Chriftia.i King cedes and guarantees to his Britannic

Majefty, the iflands of Grenada and of the Grenadines; and the parti-

tion of the ifla.'ids Called neutral, is agreed and fixed, lb that thofe of
St. Vincent, Dominica, and Tobago, fhall remain in full right to Great
Britain ; and that of St. Lucia ftiall be dtiivcred to France, to enjoy the
fame likewife in full right.

X. His Britannic Majelly reftores to France, the ifland of Goree ; and
liis moll Chriftian Majelly cedes to Great Britain, the river Senegal, with
the forts and factories of St. Lewis, Pridor, and Galam.

XI. In the Eaft Indies, Great Britain fhall reftore to France, the dif-

ferent feiftoncs whicli that Cronn polieired on the coaft of Coromandel
and Malabar, as allb in Bengal, at the beginninij of the year 1741/^
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and to give up Canada; but as the war had been 1762.

undertaken in order to proteft the Britifli colo- eu&ope.

nies, the fecurity of thefe colonies was, with

feeming propriety, made the principal objed in

the treaty of peace.

The fubftance of the treaty between his Pruf-

fian Majefty and the Emprefs-Queen, was no more
than that a mutual reftitution and oblivion ihould

take place, and each party fit down quietly with

the lofs it had fuftained.

His mofl: Chriftian Majefl) Ihali relloie, on hfs fidt, all that he may
have conquered in the Eafi Indies, during the prefcnt war.

XII. XIII. The ifland of Minorca (hall be reltored to his Britannic

Majefly, as well as Fort St. Philip ; and the town and port of Dun-
kirk, fnall be put into the ftate fixed by the laft treaty of Aix la Cha-
pel le.

XIV. XV. There is a reciprocal reftoration, on all fides, of the con-
quefts made in Germany and Portugal.

XVI. The decUion of the prizes made in time of peace, by the fubjefts

of Great Britain, on the Spaniards, ihall be referred to the courts of
juflice of the admiralty of Great Britain, conformable to the rules efla-

biilhed among all nations ; fo that the validity of the faid prizes between
the Britilh and Spanifla nations, (hall be decided and judged according to

the law of nations, and according to treaties in the courts of juflice of
the nation who (hall have made the capture.

XVII. His Britannic Majedy (hall caufe to be demoli(hed, all the for-

tifications which his ftibjetfts Ihal! liave ercdted in the bay of Honduras;
and Iiis Catholic Majedy (ball not permit, on any pretence whatever,

the Britiih ruhje<n:s to be dillurbed in their occupation of cutting, load-

ing, and carrying away logwood.

XVIII. His Catholic Majeily defifts, as well for himfelf, as for his

fuccefi'ors, from all pretenfion, which he may have formed, in favour of
the Guipufcoans, and other his fubjeds, to the right of fiihing in the
neiglibourhood of the illand of Newfoundland.

"

XIX. XX. The King of Great Britain rcllores to Spain, all the terri-

tory which he has conquered in the illand of Cuba, with the fortrefs of
the Havannu ; and, in confequence of this reditution, his Catholic Ma-
jedy cedes to Great Britain, Florida, with Fort St. Augudine, and the
bay of Penfacola, as well as all that Spain poflefied on the continent of
North America, to the ead and to the fouth-ead of the river Mifliifippi.

XXI. XXII. and XXIll. A mutual reditution fliall take place of every
acquifition not included in the prefent treaty.

XXIV. The different periods for fulfilliujj the foregoing articles^ arc

fixed.

* See pj^c 389.
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N D E X

TO THE

PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES.

AbERCROMBIE, Gen. defeated

at Ticonderoga, 196.

Africa, military tranfaftions in,

203, 372.
AiguHloti, Duke de, marches againft

Gen. Bligh, 152. Commands
the French invading army, 274.

AiXi ifle of, taken, 90.

Albemarle, ( Keppel ) Earl of, com-

mands in the expedition againft

the Havanna, 433.
Alcide, Fr. man of war, taken, 15.

A}?2erica) military tranfadtions in,

10, 34, 135, 192, 210, 240,

330, 372, 429* 457-
Allied army affembles under the

Duke of Cumberland, 75. De-
feated at Haftenbeck, 80. Dif-

perfed by the convention of

Clofter-feven, 84. Re-afTembled

under Prince Ferdinand, 113.

Gains the battle of Crevelt, 168.

Defeated at Sangerfliaufen, 170.

Worfts M.ChevertatMeer, 172.

Defeated at Bergen, 216. Gains
the great battle of Minden, 219.

Worfted at Corbach, 286. Vic-,

torious at Warbourg, 290 ; at

Kirch-Denkern, 359 ; at Gras-

benllein, 402.
Amheijl, Gen. reduces Louifbourg,

;92. Takes polTeffion of Ticou-^

deroga and Crown Point, 245.
and Montreal, 335.

Amherji, Col. retakes Newfound-
land, 458.

Angrta, the pirate, his harbour
taken and dellroyed, 41.

Apraxhif Gen. difgraced, 161.

Ajta, military tranfac^tions in, 38,

140, 201, 266, 338, 444.
Aiiftrians. See Gerjuan ivar.

Balfour, Captain, his bravery at

Louifbourg, 194.
^ Barri72gton, Gen. reduces Guada-

loupe, 243.

Battles. Bergen, 216. Breflau, 124.

BukerMuhl, 407. Campen, 300.

Corbach, 286. Crevelt, 16S.

Cunnerfdorf, 230. Exdorf, 2S8,

Grssbenftein, 402. Haftenbeck,

80. Hohkirchen, 182. Kirch-

Denkern, 3 59. Kolin, 71. Land-
fluit, 310. I.ignitz, 318. I^iiTa,

127. Lowofchutz, 30. Minden,

219. Prague, 60. Qjjebec, 260.

Reichenberg, 57. Roft)ach, 120.

St. Cas, 154. Torgau, 326.
Warbourg, 290.

Bedford, (Ruflel) Duke of, con-

cludes the treaty of Paris, 463.
Bslleife, redu6lion of, 373.

, Duke de, appointed FreucK
fecretary at war, 160.
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Belkna, Eng- man of war, defpe-

rate engagement with the Cou-
rageux, 381.

Bfrlin, laid under contribution by

the Ruffians, 323.

Bevern^ Prince of, account of, 72.

Blakeneyi Gen. his defence and
furrendcr of St. Phih'ps, 20.

Bligh, Gen. his operations againft

Cherbourg, l^o. Rear-guard
attacked at St. Cas, 153.

Bofcaivert, Adm. fails for New-
foundland, 15. Affiits in redu-

cing Louifbourg, 192.' Defeats

de la Clue, 275.
Braddock^ Gei). his unfortunate

expedition, 11.

Brerefon, Major, killed, 269.

BrogliOi M. his chara6ter, 360.
Broivji, Gen. mortally wounded at

Prague, 61.

BruT2fn.vic, Hereditary Prince of,

his gallant exploits, 168, 223,

225, 285, 286, 287, 292, 296,
3C0, 355, 361.

Burgoyfie, Brigad. Gen. ferves in

Portugal, 427.
Btij/y, M. his unfuccefsful negoti-

ation, 390.
Bute, Earl of, zealous for peace,

387.
Bjngy Adm. fails to relieve Mi-

norca, 18. Engages the French
fleet, 19. Superfeded, 21. Tried,

ib. and executed, 22.

ByroTi, Capt. dcllroys a French
fleet, 335.

Calcutta, taken by the Nabob of

Bengal, 43. Retaken by Adm.
Watfon and Col, Cllve, 140.

Carnac, Maj. defeats the ^Jogul

army, 344.
Carrickfergus, M.Thurot's defcent

^
at, 346.

Cavzndijh, Ld Frederic, 152, 403.
Cherbourg, expedition againlt, 149.

Cherokee war, 336, 372.
Clhe, Coi. his exploits, 140, 1 45.
Clermont, Count de, commandt the

French army, 156.
Colberg, taken by the Ruffians, 369.
Confians, M. de, defeated by Ad-

miral Hawke, 277.
Confades, M. dc, commands the

French army, 170.

Coote, Col. See y(fia.

Cornlfi}, Adra. See Afia.

Croivn Point, taken pofleffion of
by Gen. Amherft, 245.

Cumherlarid, Duke of, his mifcon-

duft, 85.

Czarina, Elizabeth, her death and
character, 409.

, Catharine, depofes her
hufband, 416.

D'Acke, M. 2CI, 270.
Daun, M. account of, 67. Sec

Germany.

"Death, Capt. his fate, 209.
De la Clue, M. defeated by Bof-

cawen, 275.
D'Eftaign, Count, his fuccefs ia

the Eaft- Indies, 344.
D'Etrees, M. commands the French

army, 75, 4C0.

Dominique, illand of, taken, 372.'

Douglas, Sir James, 434.
Doivne, Lord, killed, 300.

Draper, Col. his bravery at Ma-
drafs, 267. Commands at the

reduction of Manilla, 446.
Drefden, diftrcffed, 188.

Da ^efne. Fort, unfortunate ex-

pedition againft, T I. Taken, 2C0.

Dutch, refufe to affift Britain, 17.

Chaftifed in the Eaft- J ndies, 2 7 1

.

Egremoni, Earl of, appointed Se-

cretary of State, 398.
Elliot, Capt. defeats Thurot, 348.

, Col. bravery of his regi"

inent, 288.
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Elphlnjlorty Capt. takes a French

fhip on the coaft of Holland,

JExpeditmif agalnft Rochfort, 87.

St. Malo, 146. Cherbourg, 150.

Senegal and Goree, 204. Louif-

bourg, 192. Martinico, 241.

Guadaloupe, 242. Qj^ebec, 249.
Belleifle, 374. Martinico, 429.
Havanna, 433. Manilla, 444.
Buenos Ayres, 459.

Faulkner, Capt. his bravery, 381.

Ferdinand, Prince, compared with

. the Pruffian monarch, 233. See

Allied army.

Finck, Gen. i'tirrounded and taken

with his whole army by M.
Daun, 237.

Forbes, Gen. reduces Fort du
Quefne, 200.

Forrtji, Capto his fuccefs, 210.

Foudroyant, French fhip of war,

taken, 208.

Fox, Mr. refigns, 48.

Frederic, III. King of Pruflia, his

charadler, 25. See German ^uar.

Gardiner, Capt. killed, 208.

George IL his death and charac-

ter, 303.
GeofgellL afcends the throne, 305.
German war, 29, to 33.—56, to

86.—97, to 134.— 11^6, to 191.

—213, to 239.-282, to 329.

—353' to 371—400, to 408.
Gilchriji, Capt. wounded, 281.

Gifors, Count de, killed at Cre-
velt, 169.

Glutz, taken by the Aullrians, 310.
Goree, reduced, 205.
Gottitigen, taken, and retaken, 83,

301.

Granby, Marq. of, 290, 355, 359,
403-

Grant, Col. 200, 372..

Guadaloupe, reiuced, 244.

Hanoverf taken by the Frencli, 83,

Evacuated, 158.

Havre de Grace, bombarded, 274.
ILTwke, Adm. defeats the Frencli

fleet, 277.
Hay, Lord Charles, 136.

Henry, Prince of Pruflia, 180, 234,

Hodgfon, Gen. affiils in reducing

Belleifle, 374.
Holmes, Adm. 159, 257.
Holivell, Mr. his cruel ufage at

Bengal, 43.
Hopfon, Gen. commands at Marti-

nico, 240.

Hoive, Lord, his death and charac-

ter, 197.

, Lord, 15, 90, 146, 154.
, Col. 261, 437.

Hubert/burgh, peace of, 421.

jfenni?igs. Col. commands at Car-
rickfergus, 547.

Imhoff, Gen. 172.

Keith, Field-marfhal, 30, 183.

Keppel, Coramod. 205, 374, 436.
Knollis, Lieut, his bravery and

death, 351.

Z^;-^',Capt. his bravery at Louif-

bourg, 1 94.
Lally, Gen. 201, 266, 338, 342.
Laudohn, Gen. 229, 309, .3 15, 319.
Lanu, Mr. defeated and taken, 344.
Leh^joald, M. 105.

Levi, Chevalier de, his operations

at Quebec, 330.
Leipjic, fubjedied to military exe-

cution, 114.

Louijhourg, furrender of, 105".

Littleton, Gov. his expedition a-

gainil the Cherokees, 336.

Macna7}mra, Capt. his fate, 459.
Madrafs, befieged, 266.

Manilla, expedition againfi:, 444.
Marlborough, Duke of, 147, 174.
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Martinico, reduction of, 429.

Minorca, taken by the French, 20.

Monckton, Gen. 249, 260, 263,429.
Montcahn, Marq. de, 138,252,261.

Moore, Commodore, 240.

Mordaimt, Sir John, 95.

Murray, Gen. 249, 263, 330.

A^tf^w/tranfaftions, detached, 206,

^280, 351, 378, 456.
Niagara, Fort, taken, 248.

Nivernoh, Duke de, 462.

Peace, negotiations for, 3B6, 462.

Pitt, Wif). Efq; 49, ^^, 387, 394.
Pocock, Adm. 201, 270, 434.
Poland, King of, his letter to his

genera], 32.

Pondicherry, 338.
Prideaux, Gen. killed, 247.

Prujfia, Sec Frederic and Gevjnaji

•war.

^iclec, expedition againft, 249.

Befieged, 332.

Paviilies man of war wrecked, 552.
72/V/'//V?i, Dukede, 18,82, 1 13, 131.

Rochfirf, expedition againft, 87.

Hollo, Lord, takes Dominique, 372.

RnJJians, their operations, 57, 99,
106, 176, 22B, 317, 321, 367,

409.

Sackville, Lord George, 147, 219.

Saunders, Adm. 249, 279.
Schnettau, Count, burns the fub=

urbs of Drefden, 188.

Senegal, expedition againft, 204.

Skiimer, Capt. his bravery and

death, 351.
Soiibife, Prince, his character, 360.
Stanley, Mr. his negotiation for

peace in France, 386.

Stevens, Adm. 339.
Sivedes, their operations, 57, 130.

Thtirot, M. his exploits, 273, 346.
Tiddy?7ian, Commodore, 446.
Ternay, M. furprifes St. John's In

Newfoundland, 458.
Ticonderoga, unfuccefsful attack a-

gainft, 196. Abandoned, 245.
Toivj!fe7id, Col. killed, 245.

Velafco, Don Lewis de, his bravery

and death, 442.

Wall, the Spanifli minifter, his in«

folent behaviour, 397.
Watfon, Adm. 40, 145.
Winterjield, Gen. killed, 112.

Wolfe, Gen. 91, 96, 193, 249,

255, 260, 262.

Worge, Col. 205.

Xavier, Prince of, 561, 404.

Tfenhurg, Prince of, 170, 216.

THE END.
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DIRECTIONS for placing the PLATES.

«

George II. to .face the title.

Frederic III. K. of Pruffia, - page 26

Marfhal Keith, - . * 31

Prince Ferdinand, - - 113

Admiral Bofcawen, - 192

General Amherft, - - 245

General Wolfe, - - 262

Admiral Hawke, . - 276

George III, - - - 305

Marquis of Granby, - 359

Pitt Earl of Chatham, - -394

Admiral Keppel, - - 43^
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