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PARISH OF DUNDEE.

PRESBYTERY OF DUNDEE, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

Ministers of the Old and South Churches,

THE REV. ARCHIBALD M‘LACHLAN, D. D.
THE REV. PATRICK M¢‘VICAR, D.D.
THE REV. CHARLES ADIE, D.D.

Ministers of the Cross and Steeple Churches,
THE REV. JAMES THOMSON, M. A.
THE REV. ALEXANDER PETERS, D.D.

Minister of St David's,

THE REV. GEORGE TOD.

I.—ToroGgraPHY AND NaTUurAL HisToRry.

Name, Boundaries, §c.—DUNDEE, a large manufacturing town
and parish, is situate on the northern bank of the river Tay, about
sixty miles from its source, and twelve from the open sea. The
name was anciently written Dunde or Dundie. Some regard it
as a contracted form of Dei Donum, which is the designation of
the town in law Latin. There can be no doubt, however, that
the word is Celtic, and was originally either Dunde or Duntaw,
(in Latin Taodunum ;) the former signifying the Hill of God, the
latter the Hill of Tay,—both probably in allusion to an insulat-
ed conical hill immediately behind the town, which rises to the
height of about 525 feet above the level of the river, and which
would in all probability be the first object to receive a name from .
our Celtic forefathers.

The parish extends along the river about six miles. At its west-
ern branch it is about two miles broad, but it gradually narrows
towards its eastern limits, at which it strikes off from the river at
right angles, so as to extend above five miles in a northerly direc-
tion. The Tay forms the boundary of the parish on the south;

® In this Acoount the branch of Natural History has been drawn up by Mr
M<Vicar; Civil History by Dr Adie; Population by Dr Peters and the Rev. G.
Tod; Industry by the Rev. J. Thomson ; Parochial Economy by the Rev. G. Tod.
FORFAR. A



2 FORFARSHIRE.

the united parishes of Liff and Be\nvie on the west; the united’

parishes of Mainsand Strathmartine on the north; and the parishes
of Murroes and Monifieth on the east.

Climate.— Al those places lying to the south of the line of great-
est elevation, (which runs nearly east and west,) possessing not
only a better exposure to the sun, but also his reflexion from the

-river in summer, and the radiation from it in winter, enjoy a finer
climate than those situate on the northern aspect. And of all the
places in the parish, none is better sheltered than the town. But,
either on account of the exhalations arising from silt of which a
great extent is uncovered twice every day by the recess of the tide,
or from the original swampiness of the bottom on which a con-
siderable part of the town stands, or from the impurity of the at-
mosphere arising from the smoke of steam-engines used in the ma-
nufactories, or from the denseness of the population in many dis-
tricts, or from the negligent habits of the people as to cleanliness,
or from a combination of several, or of all these causes, the town
must be regarded as still rather unhealthy.

Diseases.— Asthma, (which, however, seems scarcely to impair
the longevity of those who are affected with it,) typhus fever, and
even dysentery, though not to the same extent as formerly, are still
in some measure endemic.

In 1819, typhus fever prevailed to an alarming extent, number-
ing, during seven months, 1264 seizures, and 95 deaths. And in
1832, malignant cholera made two eruptions, one in July, the other
in October, and prevailed more or less for the same length of time
as the typhus of 1819, (but at the opposite season,) carrying off
512 persons out of 808 seized. In 1833, this dreadful malady again
revisited the town, but though it was very fatal in certain quarters,
(Seagate and Black’s Croft,) it did not ‘become generally diffused,
and the number carried off by it was comparatively small. Cholera
has now (December 1833) been succeeded by small-pox.

Hydrography.—Full tide in the estuary of the Tay, which, as
has been stated, washes the southern limits of the parish, is gene-
rally said to occur on the days of the new and full moons, at a quar-
ter past two o’clock, but it flows in the harbour of Dundee till about
half past two. The average height of the spring tides, as measur-
ed by an index at the entrance to King William’s Dock, is about
seventeen feet, while that of the neap tides is about eleven feet.
The water opposite the town, though saline, is not wholly oceanic,
being diluted to a considerable extent by the fresh water flowing
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down the river; and this probably is the reason why marine in-
sects never attack the piles, buoys, or beacons about the harbour.
The river opposite the town is rather less than two miles broad.
The channel across is much interrupted by a sand bank,* which,
though formed within the last forty years, has now at full spring
tides only about ten feet water over its summit ; and at neap tides
scarcely more than four. Its position is not far from midway across.
Its form is spindle-shaped ; its length, as seen at low water, upwards
of a mile ; and its course parallel to that of the river. At present its
lower or eastern extremity is stretching down in the form of a curve
concave towardsthe harbour of Dundee. It is, however, so constant-
ly altering its features, that no other remark need be made upon
it, but that it is always increasing in quantity, and slowly moving
down the river. ’

Of the water, which is carried through the town in pipes, there
is but a very inadequate supply ; and this is the more deeply to be
regretted, since it has been lately estimated, that for a sum be-
tween L. 40,000 and L. 50,000, a supply of 200,000 cubic feet
daily of good water may be obtained from any of three sources at
no great distance.

Geology.—The whole parish, along with all the surrounding
country, consists of rocks subjacent to the carboniferous strata,
and interposed between them and the members of the primitive
series. Of the last mentioned class of rocks, the nearest to the
parish is mica-slate, (which forms a great part of the Grampian
range,) lying about twenty miles to the north; while the nearest
coal-pits are in Fifeshire, about fifteen miles to the south. That
part of the intermediate series which forms the parish of Dundee
is composed chiefly of porphyry, sandstone, and amygdaloid, which
are here mentioned in their apparent order of superposition in an
ascending series. In the sandstone, and especially in the amyg-
daloid, there also occur included masses and alternating beds of

® As this bank is an object of great interest, in reference to the navigation of the
Tay, and as it may be important in some future age to ascertain its present magni-
tude and position somewhat accurately, we have thought it might be worth while to
give the following data, with which we have been favoured by one of the engineers
at the harbour. The base line, being the sea wall of Earl Grey's dock, at present
known by the name of the West Protection Wall, a line 817 feet in length; the two
extremities of the middle bank at low water, on December 3d, 1833, being the 22d
day of the moon’s age, make the following angles :
With the base line at its eastern extremity, 57° 54’ and 26° 2
With the base line at its western extremity, 112° 2¥ and 150° 10
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trap; and the sandstone often possesses such characters, as to
identify it with the different varieties of what is often called clay-
stone. The porphyry is most fully displayed on the precipice
which forms the bank of the river, about two miles west from the
town. Its colour is brownish-red, and the porphyritic structure is
indicated by crystalliform spots, differing from the basis rather in
the paleness of their tint than in their composition. It is traversed
by veins, consisting usually of jasper, heavy spar, and sparryiron ore,
with occasionally acicular crystals of manganese. Its junctions with
the sandstone (which usually overlies it, but at other times dips be-
neath it,) are extremely interesting. In some places the transi-
tion is violent and abrupt, and accompanied by dislocations ; at
other places the porphyry gradually passes into the sandstone, and
large masses occur of a structure every way intermediate. The
physical characters of the two rocks are, indeed, often very similar,
- both being usually of a brick colour, both at some places displaying

a stratified structure, and at other places both seeming to want it. '

The sandstone also is occasionally traversed by veins similar to
those which have been already described as traversing the porphyry.
Upon the whole, the phenomena displayed by these two rocksin the
district alluded to are very interesting.: To describe them more
minutely would be incompatible with the limits of this work. But
a good idea of them may be formed, by supposing that both rocks
resulted from the same materials, those parts which contained most
alumina and alkaline matter having been softened, and in some
places fused and thrust up among the beds of the more silicious
strata, thus giving rise to the porphyry; while the more silicious
parts, having been softened merely where most powerfully heated,
still retain more or less perfectly the characters of sandstone.
Sandstone forms the greatest part of the substratum of the pa-
rish. In the western parts it has usually a westerly dip, and in
the eastern an easterly; but the descent of the strata is usually
more or less towards the tide. 'The uppermost strata are gene-
rally of a red colour. This gradually passes through a purplish
tint into grey; having attained which, the rock is of excellent
quality for architectural purposes, and many quarries of it are
worked in different districts of the parish. Reposing on the sand-

stone are the remains of a great bed of amygdaloid, which, though -

still forming some of the hills, and a great part of the coast on the
opposite side of the river, and of the uplands which bound the
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Carse of Gowrie on the north and west, has mostly disappeared
from this parish; leaving only the more durable masses of trap,
which had been formerly included in it. Such appears to be the
geological history of the rocks which form the hill of Balgay, the
Law, and other eminences of whin in the parish. On the eastern
shoulder of the Law, indeed, the trap is still, at a considerable ele-
vation, immersed in the amygdaloid, through which a tunnel has
lately been cut in forming the line of a railway into Strathmore.
In the place named the Den, at the east end of the town, the junc-
tion of the sandstone with the trap may be observed, presenting
phenomena well worthy of the attention of the geologist. Much
of the trap in the parish is of a tufaceous nature, and though, when
newly opened upon, seemingly very fit for road metal, moulders away
in the course of a few months, generally weathering in concentric
lamelle. Nor, indeed, is the trap of the Law much worthy of
confidence as a road metal. Its most remarkable features are its
almost resinous lustre and highly conchoidal fracture. Other
masses of trap in the parish, however, such as that forming the rock
of the Magdalene Yard, and the quarry near Stobs’ Muir, are ex-
tremely durable.

Roology.— Under this head the parish presents little that is in-
teresting. In none of the strata have organic remains (so far as
we are aware) been met with, though, in the analogous rocks of
the neighbourhood, even those of vertebrated animals have been
found.* It is perhaps worthy of remark, that the golden-crested
wren (" Regulus cristatus ) occasionally nestles in the hill of Balgay,
and that the water-shrew (‘Sorez fodiens) is by no means rare in
the brooks of the neighbourhood. The fish of greatest conside-
ration in the river is the salmon ; but a description of the manner
of fishing it belongs more properly to other parishes. Among the
Invertebrata, few species occur worthy of notice. In pools of wateron
the rock at Broughty Ferry, however, a very beautiful Sabella ( Cuv.)
seemingly the T. Fabricia of the Fauna Grenlandica, which does
not appear to have been previously recognized as an inhabitant of
our country, is to be met with. At the point of the Magdalene
Yard, also, the student will always be able to procure alive, at the
proper season, several interesting zoophytes, and, among others,
the Campanularia gelatinosa, atid Coryna squamata. (See Flem.
Phil. Zool. PL. V. fig. 1 and 3.)

® Sce a paper by the Rev. Dr Fleming of Clackmannan, Edin. Journal of Nat.
History and Geographical Science, New Serics, No. 2.
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Botany.— The botany of the parish is also devoid of peculiar
interest. It may be merely remarked, that a variety of Centaurea
scabiosa with white flowers, Potentilla verna, and P. reptans, Spirea
JSilipendula, and Allium vineale, are met with on the bank of the
Tay to the west of the town. To the east some rare mosses,
such as Didymodon rigidulum, and Grimmia ovata, (the latter
abundantly on the Hare-Craig,) occur; and within water-mark
the usual species of Alge, of which Fucus nodosus, F. vesiculosus,
and F. canaliculatus, are the most characteristic. In the fissures
and emptied veins of the red porphyry and sandstone, the Cera-
mium Rothii frequently forms a covering resembling the richest
crimson velvet.

II.—Civir HisToRyY.

Accounts of the Parish.—There is no history of the town and
parish, properly so called, of later date than the very able one
which was furnished by the late Dr Small in the former Statisti-
cal Account of Scotland. In the life of General Monck, written
by Gamble, his own Chaplain, we learn several particulars of im-
portance respecting it ; such as its being a very rich and thriving
place,—having had sixty ships taken in the harbour, which were
sent away laden with plate and money; and condemning the ra-
pacity of the plunderers, the writer mentions, with some degree of
satisfaction, the loss of the whole fleet in crossing the bar of the
river.

In 1678, there was published, in Latin, a description of the
county of Angus, which is still extant, by the Rev. Robert Edward,
who was a native of Dundee, and minister of the neighbour-
ing parish of Murroes. The only copy of this work that could
be procured was found among some papers in the house of Pan-
mure in 1781. In 1793, it was translated into English, and
has lately been republished in this town. According to this writer,
the harbour, by very great labour and expense, had been rendered
a very safe and agreeable station for vessels—¢ the citizens emi-
nent in regard to their skill and industry in business.” He adds,
“ so remarkable were the people of this place for their adherence
to the true religion, that, at the time of the Reformation, it was
honoured with the appellation of the second Geneva.”

Historical Notices.— Although the early history of Dundee is
involved in much obscurity, the town appears to have been long a’
place of considerable note. It vas occupied by an English garrison
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under Edward L. It was considered of such consequence in giving
security for the observance of national treaties in the reigns subse-
quent to that of Robert Bruce, as to rank the third town in Scotland
after Edinburgh. It bore a large share of the taxes in the reign of
James L; and of the 1200 merks imposed upon the adjoining
towns, for fitting out a yacht to bring home the King and Queen
from Denmark. The proportion paid by Dundee was 700 merks.

In the troubled times of Bruce and Baliol, the town suffered
severely. It was twice taken by Edward L, and as often retaken
by Wallace and Bruce. In each of the reigns of Richard II. and
Edward VL. it was almost reduced to ashes. But it experienced
its last and most destructive calamity when it was stormed by
Monck, in the year 1651. "It was estimated that not less than a
sixth part of the inhabitants perished, among whom were many
strangers of eminence, and not a few respectable clergymen, from
the south, who had fled thither as to a city of refuge. Besides the
immense loss of lives and property, the greatest part of the ancient
records of the town is said to have been carried off or destroyed ;
and, a seven years’ dearth happening about the beginning of the
following century, the town did not soon recover from the effects
of these disasters,—indeed, not until several years-after the Rebel-
lion in 1745.

The union of England and Scotland was doubtless productive
of many beneficial consequences to both nations, especially to the
latter ; and if by the loss of our Dutch and French privileges it
was the occasion of destroying one branch of our trade, that of
plaiding, or the spinning and weaving of coarse woollens, which
was then the staple manufacture of the place, it opened up a
new source of commerce and wealth, in the manufacture of linens
of various kinds, particularly those of coarser fabric, and which go
under the name of Osnaburghs, canvas, bagging, &c. which are
exported to the foreign markets, and from which not a few for-
tunes have been realized.

The manufacture of cottons was attempted here about 1780,
but was not found to succeed, and has long since been given up.
The manufacture of thread, for which this town was famous for a
period of sixty years, and the manufacture of glass, which em-
ployed at one time about a hundred persons, not having been found
productive, have been entirely relinquished. The manufacture of
linen is now, and for the last fifty years has been, our principal ar-
ticle of trade ; its different operations employ the greater part of
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the population ; and Dundee is considered, in regard to this kind
of manufacture, the first town in Great Britain.

With the increase of the trade and wealth of the place, there
has been, especially during the last twenty years, an immense ad-
dition to its size. It has produced many enterprising merchants
and adventurers. There have been introduced many improvements
and inventions, which were unknown to our forefathers, and are the
boast of later times, and which tend at once to give employment
to the industrious, to facilitate the intercourse of commerce, and
to contribute to the sum of human enjoyment. Among these the
first in the order of time, and perhaps not the least worthy of being
noticed in any point of view, is the Steam-boat which plies on the
Tay between Dundee and Newport, on the opposite coast of Fife ;
of which an account will be found in the sequel under the branch
of Industry.

Police Establishment.—In consequence of the rapid increase
of the population of Dundee and surrounding district, and the
ordinary provision of the law for preserving the public peace hav-
ing become inadequate for the purpose, in 1824, the magistrates,
with the concurrence of the inhabitants at large, applied to Par-
liament for an act to provide for the better paving, lighting, watch-
ing, and cleansing, the burgh, and for building and maintaining a
Bridewell there. The bounds comprehended within the Act, which
was readily obtained, were extended considerably beyond the an-
cient royalty; including Blackness toll upon the west, Clepington
upon the north, Mayfield upon the east, the southern boundary
being the river Tay. The town, by this Act, is divided into ele-
ven wards; each ward yearly elects two general and two resident
commissioners. The resident ones, who are all head constables
of their wards, have a general superintendence, and have also a
charge of the measures necessary for promoting the peace of the in-
habitants. T the general commissioners, again, is committed the
general execution of the act. Besides the officers annually elect-
ed from the different wards, the following are general commis-
sioners ez officio, viz. the provost, the four bailies, the dean of
guild and councillor, the convener of the town trades, the sheriff-
depute and his substitute, residing within the bounds of the police.
The general commissioners elect a superintendent, who is respon-
sible for all the inferior officers, and vested with discretionary powers
of dismissing or appointing them at his pleasure. The electors
of these commissioners are those who possess dwelling-houses or
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other places of L.5 of yearly rent. The qualification for a ge-
neral commissioner is, that he possesses property within the ward
of L. 10 yearly rent ; and of a resident one, property of L. 5.

The expense of the establishment is defrayed by an assessment,
levied according to the rental of all shops, warehouses, and dwel-
ling-houses, situate within the limits of the act. The rate of as-
sessment is fixed by the general commissioners, but cannot exceed
one shilling and threepence per pound of the rent ; and it has been
declared that the total sum collected in any one year shall not ex-
ceed L. 4000.

The Judges of the Police Court, which sits every morning at
ten o’clock, are declared to be the provost, the magistrates, and
dean of guild, the sheriff and his substitute, who are empowered
to take cognizance of, and to punish crimes committed within the
bounds of police, and also of all offences against the regulation of
the act; but in no case can they fine to a greater amount than
L. 5, nor imprison for a longer period than sixty days. The
amount of the assessment levied under the act has never been suf-
ficient to enable the general commissioners to erect a bridewell,—
an institution for which there seems to be great need ; and at this
present time an application is about to be made to Parliament for
a new act, having for its object, among others, the erection of this
necessary establishment.

The police establishment has been of essential service to the in-
habitants, with respect to the protection of their persons and pro-
perty ; although it cannot be denied that the streets are not much
improved. The number of watchmen is too limited for the extent
of the bounds; and the suburbs, which are generally the haunts of
the disorderly, are but poorly lighted.

But as the facilities for lighting the town have been greatly in-
creased by a late establishment, it is hoped, that, along with the
provision, the commissioners will ere long be furnished with the
means of carrying their wishes into effect. For, in the year 1825,

an event took place of no small importance in the history of the
town ; this was the establishment of a Gas Company.

Gas Company.— The proposal originated with some spirited i in-
dividuals. Several attempts had been made, upwards of twenty
years before the period referred to, in the way of lighting separate
shops by means of gas; but as the scale according to which these
were constructed wastoolimited, and as the expense was found to ex-
ceed the profit, the plan had long been abandoned. By means of our
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Gas Company, the town and neighbourhood are now supplied with
a cheap and beautiful light. The work is situate to the eastward
of the High Street, about a mile; and it sends out light both to
the north and westward, to the distance of more than two miles.
Not only are the lamps in the public streets supplied, but likewise
-almost all the shops and spinning-mills, and a great proportion of
dwelling-houses.

The prospect of another Gas Company, threatened tobe formed
sometime ago, induced the propnetors in the original Company to
reduce considerably the price of their article. The concern is

« understood to be profitable; and it has now partners in Perth,
Aberdeen, and London, and seems to work so well as to supersede
the necessity of any other like establishment.

Royalty of the Town.—The privileges of the town of Dundee,
as a free and royal burgh, are of very ancient date. The place
appears to have enjoyed many immunities previous to the reign of
King William, who is supposed to have first erected it into a royal
burgh in 1210, before conferring the town on his brother, David
Earl of Huntingdon, and is reported to have granted all the privi-
leges to Dundee that had been bestowed on the most favoured
Royal Burghs.

These rights appear to have been confirmed and enlarged by
many succeeding princes, in particular, by King James VL. in the
charter dated Holyroodhouse 1601, and finally by Charles L in
1641.

Civil Constitution of the Burgh.— According to this sett or con-
stitution, the town-council consisted of twenty persons, including
the magistrates, that is the provost and four bailies, who were elect-
ed yearly at Michaelmas, as also the dean of gulld and treasurer ;—
the nine deacons of the trades assembling in the Town-hall,
along with the members of the council, and proceeding to elect
the new council from leets or lists transmitted them by the magis-
trates.

The formation of the new council was thus almost entirely de-
pendent upon their predecessors; and although, to use the words
of Dr Small, it is due to ¢ the honour of the magistrates to ac-
knowledge, that in many instances they exerted themselves with
laudable zeal and success in promoting the public good, yet a cor-
poration thus constituted, without a greater degree of intelligence
and public spirit than what falls to the lot of ordinary men, was
under strong inducement and temptations, to consider that as a fra-
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ternity distinct from the community, and having separate rights.”
As, according to the se#t, five of the councillors must be taken from
the guildry,—a body of free merchants,—and as this body had no
voice in the nomination of these, or of their dean, and as three
councillors, also, must be taken from any separate three of the in-
corporated trades, who could vote for these only in the leets sent
them by the magistrates, a spirit of dissatisfaction, with regard to
the election of the magistrates, had for a considerable time been
cherished by the inhabitants ; and, after many remonstrances upon
the subject, the sett of the burgh, upon the application of the ma~
gistrates, was altered by the convention of Royal burghs assem-
bled at Edinburgh in July 1818. By this alteration, the election
of the dean and of his councillors was vested in the guildry; and
the convener of the nine trades, who was chosen by his own body,
became a member of council. A dispute, however, having arisen
some years after the alteration of the sett, about the election of
the Dean of Guild, and the matter having been brought by the dis-
appointed party before a civil court, the burgh of Dundee was dis-
franchised by the Court of Session in March 1830 ; and upon the
11th of that month, seven persons, members of the late council,
were appointed by the Court of Session as interim managers of
the burgh.

During this interregnum, meetings of the inhabitants were called
from time to time, in order to consult about the measures to be
employed in obtaining a new sett of the burgh, and for giving the
burgesses at large a voice in the election of their rulers. The King
in Council was petitioned upon the subject ; and a poll election of
the magistrates and town-council by the burgesses and heritors, in
virtue of an order by the King in Council, dated 27th April 1831,
took place in the Cross Church on 10th May, before the sheriffs
of Forfarshire and Aberdeenshire, and the sheriff-substitute of
Perthshire as commissioners. The proceedings having been re-
ported by the sheriffs, an order of the King in Council was issued
on 27th July 1831, confirming the election of the magistrates and
council, made by the majority of the electors. The magistrates
and council thus elected, accepted office on the 30th of July ; and
on the 23d of August, an act of the 2d of William IV. extending
the royalty of the burgh, and jurisdiction of the magistrates, and
introducing new regulations as to the election of magistrates and
municipal government of the burgh, received the Royal assent. It
is provided by this set, that seven of the members of council re-
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tire from office annually. The seven new councillors were to be
elected by the burgesses, and the council was then to appoint in-
dividuals of its own number to its several offices.

Since the passing of the Reform Bill for the Burghs of Scotland,

the election of the members of council is extended to all persons '

residing within the burgh and extended royalty having a right to
vote for a- Member of Parliament, with the exception of the dean
of guild, who is now chosen by the guild brethren, and who is ez
officio chairman of the incorporation. The number of councillors
is twenty-one, being the same as under the former constitution.
The different offices are appointed by the councillors themselves ;
and a third of them yearly retire from the council, but may all be
re-elected.

In consequence of the Reform Bill, Dundee, which formerly,
along with St Andrews, Cupar, Perth, and Forfar, sent one mem-
ber to Parliament, has now the privilege of being represented bya
member of its own choosing. Its first representative in the Re-
formed Parliament was George Kinloch of Kinloch, Esq. who died
in London during its first session, and whose place is now supplied
by Sir Henry Parnell, whose character is well known among poli-
tical economists by his treatise on Finance.

Ancient Documents, §c.— The common burying-ground, or houff,
as it is called, lies on the north side of the town, and contains

about four acres. It is said that Devorgilla, mother of John .

Baliol, competitor for the crown of Scotland, in 1260, founded a
convent and other religious houses in this ground, which was then,
and long afterwards, used as a garden and orchard. About 200
years afterwards, Lady Beatrice Douglas, widow of William Earl
of Errol, granted a sum of money in aid of the common funds, and
for keeping the convent in repair. An indenture was entered into
between the Countess and James Lindsay, vice-general of the or-
der in Scotland, and warden of the convent, that the friars should
say mass daily at the high altar for the souls of Lady Beatrice, of
William, her spouse, and of William, their son. The capitular
act, signed by all the brethren of the convent, is dated at Dundee
the 25th November 1483.

Soon after the marriage of Qyeen Mary with Lord Darnley, she
conveyed to the town the whole ghurch-lands #nd revenues in and
adjoining to the town, and, in particular, the site of the demolished
convent of Franciscan friars, with the garden and orchard, for a
burying-ground. That the whole ground was not at that time, at

-,.!'
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least, applied to the above purpose, is evident from several inden-
tures, seisins, and charters, which are still preserved. One of these
is dated 81st December 1564, entitled on the back, Sasina Thome
Rolland Horti in Vinella Fratrum Conventualium. The seal of
the convent is appended, upon which is this inscription: ¢ Sigil-
lum commune Conventi de Dund.” This, together with another
seisin dated August 1574, is in the possession of Mr Charles Roger,
merchant in Dundee. A chapel in the neighbourhood of the bury-
ing-ground is still standing, and was formerly used as a place of
worship for the methodists. The ruins or foundation of the other
parts of the convent are often laid bare in the digging of graves;
and lately, the sextons discovered a leaden pipe about eight feet
deep, and three inches in diameter, which went in the direction of
the convent, and appeared to have come down from St Francis’
Well, which also belonged to the convent, and which had seemed
to supply them with water. *

Eminent Men.— Among eminent characters connected with the
parish by birth, residence, or burial, are Alexander Scrymseor, one
of Wallace’s heroic companions, whom he put in possession of the
hereditary dignity of constable: also Sir John Scrymsoure, after-
wards Viscount of Dudhope, who, in his adherence to Charles I.
perished in the battle of Marston Muir, and whose son was creat-
ed Earl of Dundee. The chiefs of this family were hereditary stan-
dard-bearers of Scotland; and they continued to be represented
by the Scrymseoures of Birkhill and of Wedderburn.

Therearealso to be noticed under this head Robert Pitilloch, now
called Patullo, who distinguished himselfin the wars of Charles VII.
of France, particularly on the expulsion of the English from Gasco-
ny: James Halyburton, uncle to Halyburton of Pitcur, one of the most
able promoters of the Reformation, who was provost of Dundee for
thirty-three years, and whose funeral, from gratitude and respect to
his memory, was defrayed at the public expense: and the famous
Sir William Wallace, who is reported to have received his education

® In thestreet called the Sea- Gate,the most ancient part of the town, and in which
stood the former Tolbooth, (the stones showing the foundation of which are still to
be seen,) a spot is pointed out where, in the times of ignorance and bigotry, one
Grizzel Jeffrey was burnt for witcheraft. The tradition is familiar to every native of
Dundee; and not many years ago, when a gentleman of the law profession, from
Edinburgh, was searching the records of the council and guildry, he discovered the
whole of the documents relative to the horrible transaction,—a deed which seems to
brand with infamy the times in which such tortures were sanctioned and inflicted by
the law of the land.
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at the school of Dundee, and 1n this situation to have begun his
exploits by putting to death the son of the English governor.

Among men of science and literature, Dundee can boast of
John Marr, who received particular attention from James VIL,
and who went with him to England as one of the royal household,
and to whose grandson we owe a chart and soundings of the North
Sea, remarkable for its accuracy, though made more than a hun-
dred years ago. Dundee produced the well-known Hector Boece,
the historian, who was principal of King’s College in Aberdeen, and
one of the restorers of learning in his time ; Dr Kinloch, physician
to James VI; Mr James Glegg, who resigned his professorship in
St Andrews College for the rectorship of the grammar-school of
Dundee ; and also Mr Goldman, a merchant. Some Latin poems
of the three last-mentioned persons are still extant,* and which,”
Dr Small says,  for taste as poems, and for elegance as Latin
composition, are inferior to no modern production.”

One of the most eminent citizens of Dundee during the last cen-
tury was its provost, George Yeaman of Murie, who represented
the burgh in the last Scottish Parliament, and who sat as repre-
sentative for the district of burghs in the first British Parhament,
and who rendered this town and county singular services, in re-
sisting and defeating some attempts in the way of taxation on
hides, barley, and coal.

Nor must we omit in this account Dr Blair, an eminent
physician in Dundee. A memoir which he drew up concerning
the dissection of an elephant is to be found in the London Phi-
losophical Transactions.

The Rev. John Willison, an able and zealous minister of
the Gospel, whose fame has been long spread throughout the
kingdom by his religious writings, and, in particular, by his ¢ Mo-
ther’s Catechism,” was an inhabitant and minister of Dundee.

Among eminent natives of modern date, is to be noticed George
Dempster, Esq. of Dunnichen, a gentleman who represented
this district in Parliament for many years, and whose patriotic
character was such as to have obtained for him the appella-
tion of Honest George Dempster. It was he who first suggest-
ed the plan of sending fresh salmon to the London market pack-
ed in boxes filled with ice, instead of being plckled as formerly,
—an invention which has been the means of raising this fishing
to a lucrative trade.

The late Admiral Duncan was born in Dundee: he distin- -
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guished himself during a mutiny in the British navy, and ob-
tained a famous victory over the Dutch fleet at Camperdown in
1797 ; upon which account he was created Viscount Duncan of
Camperdown and Lundie. His son is the present Earl of Cam-
perdown.

Sir James Ivory is a native of Dundee, now F. R. S. L. and
E.,, and of Goettingen, and lately one of the professors in the
Military College at Sandhurst,—a gentleman well versed in
every branch of mathematical science, and not excelled in that
department by any philosopher of Europe, and upon whom his
Majesty William IV. has conferred the honour of Knight-
hood.

Last, though not least, is to be ranked the late Reverend Dr
Small, who was for many years parish minister, and author of the
former Statistical Account of Dundee ; a man of a sound under-
standing, of considerable literary attainments, and ar able preacher
of the Gospel. He was distinguished also for his philosophical
researches, was the intimate friend of the late celebrated Professor
Playfair, and himself the author of a profound work in astronomy
entitled Kepler’s Discoveries.

Land-owners.— The chief land-owners are the Heirs of the late
Alexander Guthrie of Craigie ; Lord Douglas of the lands of Clay-~
pots, Milton, and West Ferry; William Stirling Graham of Dun-
truin ; David Blair of Craighill; George Kirkaldy of Baldouie ;
Patrick Kerr of Drumgeills ; John Alison of Montpelier ; Mungo
Dick of Pitkerro; William Brown Constable of the Wallace
Craigie; James Lorimer of Kellyfield; David Rankine of Dudhope;
David Arklay of Clepington; the Heirs of Alexander Thoms of
Wester Clepington ; David Hunter of Blackness. But this last
estate, as well as those of Logie and Balgay, are said to lie in this
parish only quoad sacra. None of these, except the lands of Dun-
truin and those on the Douglas estates, have been above 100 years
in possession of the family of its present proprietor.

Parochial Registers.— The register of births and baptisms, and
that of marriages, both began in 1645, and are continued, without
interruption, till the present time. The former occupies six vo-
lumes, the latter four volumes. The records of the kirk-session
begin in 1682, and come down also to the present time. These
registers are regularly and distinctly kept.

Antiquities.— A prominent object in the natural history of Dun-
dee is the Law or high hill, which rises about a mile towards the
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north of the town to the height of 525 feet, and which commands
a beautiful and extensive view in every direction. Upon the top of
this hill are the remains of a fortified post, and the ditch is still vi-
sible. From the quantity of human bones and pieces of armour
which of late have been dug up in trenching the adjoining ground,
it appears to have been a place of considerable strength in the
early history of Scotland.

Battle of Pitalpy.—There is a tradition noticed in Maule’s His-
tory of the Picts, that, when Brude or Brudas had encamped with
the Pictish force on the Tothelbrow, in the parish of Strathmartine,
about four miles to the northward of the Law, the Scottish army
was encamped on the Law, and that a dreadful battle ensued in
the plain ; the Picts being instigated with a desire of revenging
the wrongs committed upon them the former year by Alpine, who
had entered Lothian, the territory of the Picts, and perpetrated
the greatest cruelties ; and the Scots being no less disposed to de-
fend their King and country from the attacks of an exasperated
enemy. After a desperate struggle, Alpine was conquered, taken
prisoner, and beheaded at Pitalpy in 834.

About a mile and a half north-west from Dundee, on the
northern boundary of the parish, upon a small mount, stands a stone
known by the name of the King’s Cross, in the centre of which a
hole is hewn ten inches by eight, and ten inches deep. In this
aperture the royal standard of Alpine, the 68th Scottish king, was
fixed on that day on which he fought the above-mentioned battle,
and fell. The spot is called Pitalpine. Holinshed relates, that
it was called Bas-Alpine, from the head of Alpine having been
struck off at the place ; and Buchanan adds, that the head was car-
ried in triumph to Abernethy, the capital of the Picts.

Vestiges of Royalty.—During the reigns of the Scottish kings
Dundee was one of their places of residence ; and that part of the
town where the palace stood retains, till the present day, the name
of Whitehall. Upon the front of the building are the armis of
Scotland, blazoned in the time of Charles I ; and, in the entry
or close is a long stone with the national arms, surmounted by an
imperial crown, having the date 1588, with this inscription, ¢ Obay
ze King, King James VL.”

When the churches were repaired a few years ago, the back part
of the throne or king’s seat was found in a small apartment, for-
merly used as a prison for delinquents, having engraven on it the
ensigns of royalty. It is said Jto have been laid aside when the
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king’s gallery was fitted up for the magistrates in 1612, and is still
in the possession of an inhabitant of Dundee.

The iron rod, as tradition reports, about three feet in length,
upon which was fixed the head of Lumsden, the governor of the
town when it was taken by Monck in 1651, is in the possession of
Mr Rogers before-mentioned.

In 1831, while the workmen were clearing away the old houses
and rock from the ground intended as a new street from the Cross
to the Meadows, at the top of the Mint Close, they discovered the
remains of our ancient mint, which was erected by Robert Bruce
in 1311. The smelting furnace was almost entire.*

Cowgate Port.—In order to defend Dundee from the attacks of
enemies, the town in ancient times was surrounded by a double
wall ; and in each of the streets leading to the west, north, and east,
were two gates or ports. There is now scarcely any part of the wall
remaining, except a few yards at the burying-ground ; and as the
ports had ceased not only to be useful, but had become inconve-
nient, these were removed about sixty years ago, except the Cow-
gate Port, which is still kept in good preservation.

This port has been allowed to stand, and has lately been re-
paired, from respect to the memory of the famous Mr George
Wishart, and his affectionate services to the inhabitants of Dun-
dee during the dreadful plague in 1544. At that time, this mi-
nister is said to have preached from the top of the Cowgate Port,
from Psalm cvii. 20: ¢ He sent his word and healed them, and
delivered them from their destruction;”—the diseased being re-
meved out of the town to booths or huts built for them without
the port, and the healthy being placed in the inside of the gate, in
which situation this good man adnnnlstered consolation and ad-

vice to both.

On the lands of Balgay, there is one of those subterranean
dwellings, or places of retreat, ascribed to the ancient Picts, and
though it has never been explored, yet it is believed to be of great
extent.

Modern Buildings.— Within these last forty years Dundee has
been much improved,—new and spacious streets have been open-
ed,—narrow lanes have been removed,—and in the place of old
shabby houses, there have been built many substantial dwellings.

® In the original MS. preserved among the Archives of the Church, there is a de-

tailed account of ancient coins, a seal, and a royal ring, found in this parish.
FORFAR. B
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There are several large and handsome halls, and among the mo-
dern public buildings are to be noticed the Royal Infirmary; the
Royal Lunatic Asylum; a splendid coffee-room ; and there is in
the course of being built an elegant Academy.

Churches.— The churches, with the exception of St David’s,
lately erected at the north-western district of the parish, stand in
the centre of the town; and as a new street has lately been open-
ed from them leading to the river,—and as these buildings within
these last six years have undergone great repairs, and their pris-
tine look has in a great measure been restored, they now exhibit
a magnificent spectacle to the beholder.*

Spinning-Mills.— Among the modern buildings in this place,
the spinning-mills are not to be overlooked,—upon account of*their
number, the multitude of persons employed, the capital therein
vested, and the profits which from them have been derived. Till
within these last thirty years, the spinning of yarns was effect-
ed by hand-wheels, and in this way a great proportion of the female
population earned their bread. But about or before that period,
attempts had been made to spin flax by means of machinery erected
in mills. The attempt was found to succeed so well, and to do the
work so much better and cheaper, and more expeditiously than the
former way, that the number of mills has increased in this town
during the last twenty years. By this invention the wealth of many
individuals has been much increased, the trade being now carried
on to a much greater extent than what could possibly have been
done in the old way of hand-spinning. It is a question, however,
whether the invention has contributed to the improvement of the
morals of those employed. Aware of the demoralizing tendency
of such great works, not a few of the masters have introduced schools
into them, at which the labourers may have the benefit of educa-
tion ; and in some there are also Sabbath schools.

IIL.—PopuLATION.

The destruction or abstraction of the ancient records of the
town during its various sieges, and especially when it was stormed
by Monck in 1651, prevents us giving any thing like a satisfactory
account of its population in earlier times. There are some Coun-
cil minutes dated as far back as 1587, and a record of the names of
burgesses beginning in 1513; but these throw little light on the

¢ Sce branch of Parochial Economy in this Account.
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subject. From calculations made by the late Dr Small, it would
appear that the population in 1651 was about 8047. From that
time it rapidly decreased, in consequence, no doubt, of many leav-
ing the town from the horrors of the massacre, and the uncertainty
and troubles which followed the siege; so that in 1746 the inha-
bitants are said to have been only 5302. After that period a
rapid increase must have taken place; for, from actual enumera-
tions, we know that

In 1766 the population was 12,426
1781 - - 15,700
1788 - - 19,929

The state of the population subsequently, as taken from the go-
vernment census, is as follows:

In 1801 - - 26,804
1811 - - 29,616
1821 - - 30,575
1831 - - 45,355

In this last return there are of males 20,910, and of females
24,445, ’

The account of 1831 is exclusive of seafaring persons, who can-
not be estimated at less than 2500. The cause of the extraordi-
nary increase in population since 1821, is to be ascribed, perhaps,
chiefly to the great advancement in the linen trade, which has pro-
duced so many spinning-mills, and led to the extension of the har-
bour ; and which, by giving employment to thousands, has encou-
raged early marriages, as well as brought families from other parts
of Scotland and from Ireland.

The number of inhabitants in the town and suburbs is 44,200,
in villages connected with the parish 800, and in the country 335.
The yearly average for seven years preceding 1831 of

Births and l')aptisms is - 818
Marriages, - - 393
Burials, - - - 923

At the same time, in regard to the accuracy of this list, it must be
stated, that some burials take place in St Andrew’s Chapel ground,
where no register is kept; and several families of seceders and
others do not, from principle or otherwise, always enrol their child-
ren’s names in the parish record.

The number of families in the parish is 10,682; whereof 226 are
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chiefly employed in agriculture ; and 6828 in trade, manufactures,
and handicraft. <

It may be mentioned, that, during the period when cholera vi-
sited the town, the mortality was only 30 above what it was two
years before, when measles and fever prevailed ; the number of
burials being for these two years 1445 and 1476.

There are no noble families in the town, but several of indepen-
dent fortune. Of landed proprietors in the parish, there are six-
teen having property worth upwards of L. 50 a-year.

The number of inhabited houses in Dundee is 3892, of houses
not inhabited about 68. Many houses are at present in the course
of being built, in consequence of the opening of several new streets,
and the rapid increase of population and trade.

Character and Habits of the People—Amongst the better
classes in Dundee, from the progress of education, and a wide
and daily intercourse with other parts of the kingdom, as well
as foreign lands, the style of conversation has rapidly improved.
Among the lower classes there are still many expressions used
which may be called Angusisms,—while the tone of speech is
neither so drawling as in Fife, nor so sharp as in Aberdeen.
From the number of wealthy families resident in the town, either
engaged in business, or enjoying the fruits of their hard and ho-
nourably earned affluence, the society of the place is extensive
and pleasant.  The hospitality of the merchants to strangers is
almost proverbial.  As business is transacted now chiefly before
dinner, the evening is often devoted to domestic enjoyment, to
useful instruction, to social parties, or to the club.* In the games
in use there is nothing but what is common to similar places.
Cricket, the favourite game of merry England, has of late been in-
troduced among our youth; and in winter, the curlers seek their
“ roaring play” under the auspices of one of our divines, highly
skilled and most successful in the art, who imported it from his na-

* Many of the merchants, manufacturers, writers, and shopkeepers, have left the
close streets of the town, and built handsome houses on either side of it, on the banks
of the river. The public works are advancing rapidly on the country. A spinning-
mill, with its accompanying warehouses, occupies at present the site of the villa of the
late Mr Constable, the acknowledged Monkbarns of the Antiquary of Sir W. Scott.
The remains of what was once the largest and most splendid house in Dundee, is now
inhabited by trades-people. It stands in the Nethergate, and belonged to the Craw-
ford family. In this house the marriage of Archibald Earl of Angus, called Bell the

Cat, with Maud Lyndsay, daughter of the Earl of Crawford, was celebrated with un<
common pomp and festivity.
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tive Dumfries-shire. Public amusements, and especially theatrical
ones, have been on the decline; and a more rational, healthy, do-
mestic tone of happiness has been introduced. The people have
been improving in their style of living, and in their dress. The
hodden grey and broad bonnets, for the manufacture of which Dun-
dee was once famous, are almost abolished. A few patriarchs
from the neighbouring country exhibit now the only specimens of
this ancient costume. A flask of claret, which our forefathers
drank without duty, cannot now escape the tax to the crown; and
the illicit prowler from the hills, who formerly stole into the town
under the cloud of night with his poney and his kegs, has become
a productive labourer of the soil, and no longer contends with the
exciseman. Brokers have been increasing, the bane of the poor,
who may prefer their cordial to their family. City vices no doubt
prevail to a great extent ; but, on the whole, there is a buoyant spirit
of intelligence, enterprise, assiduous labour, and successful specula-
tion, as will be seen when we come now to the department of In-

dustry.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.
The extent of land in the parish under cultivation, or oc-  Imp. Acres.
casionally in tillage, is about . . . 3812
Never cultivated, . . 135
Capable of being culuvated with a proﬁt. . . 0
In undivided common, . . . 0
Under wood, . . . . . 254

The soil of the parish is various. To the westward of the town,
including Balgay and Blackness, it is thin and dry. Farther north
and east it becomes deeper and richer, and the banks of Logie in-
cline to clay. The land to the north of the hill of Balgay, and
around the Law, is poor and thin, on a till bottom, excepting what
lies between Dudhope Castle and Dundee, which is rich and fer-
tile. The lands of Craigie lying along the river Tay, between
Dundee and Broughty Ferry, are generally good, and let at the
highest rents. The south banks of Duntrune, Drumgeith, and
Baldovie estates, on the north-east side of the parish, are of good
deep soil. But Pitkerro, which adjoins these lands, and is almost
on the same level with the two last, is dry and thin. Claypots, a
farm belonging to Lord Douglas, consists of a strong deep soil
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but towards Broughty Ferry the clay disappears, and is succeeded
by sand. The best land in the parish is in the middle of the estate
of Craigie, part of Logie and Blackness, and that between Dud-
hope and Dundee. The worst is on the north side of the Law,
and on the north side of Duntrune. In general, all the arable
land is in a high state of cultivation, and is very valuable from
its vicinity to a large manufacturing town, where any quantity
of manure can be got at moderate prices, and where there is
-always a ready market for every kind of produce, especially green
crops.

The kinds of trees raised are Scotch fir, larch, and a few elms,
ash, plane, and beech. None of these trees are old, nor is the
wood in the parish valuable, otherwise than as it is generally orna-
mental.

Rent of Land.— The highest rent given for land under the
plough is L. 5, 7s. 6d. an acre per annum ; the lowest about L.1.
The average rent of the whole parish is about L.3, 15s. per acre. In
1791, the highest rent does not seemn to have exceeded L.2 peracre;
and perhaps the farmer found more difficulty in paying that amount
than the present occupier does, who pays more than twice the for-
mer sum. Grass land, in enclosures from ten to fifteen acres each,
lets for pasturage at about L. 3 per acre. The ground for pota-
toes is generally let from L. 10 to L. 11 per acre to the labouring
classes, who furnish and plant the seed, and who hand-hoe and
clean the ground,—the farmer furnishing the dung and the horse'
labour.

Rate of Wages.— The common wages of men-servants employed
in agriculture are from L. 10 to L. 14 a-year, with two pecks of oat-
meal per week, and a Scotch pint of sweet milk daily for the win-
ter half year, and one and a-half Scotch pints for the summer half
year. The yearly wages of female servants so employed are from
L.5 to L.6, besides victuals. Masons’ daily wages are from 1s. 8d.
to 2s. 6d.; carpenters from 1s. 8d. to 2s. 2d. ; common labourers
1s. 6d. to 1s. 8d., excepting in harvest, when their wages are from
2s. to 2s. 6d. The sum paid for a rood of mason work of thirty-
six yards is 36s. Much of the work both of the mason and car-
penter is performed by contract.

Prices.—A double-horse cart costs L. 12; a plough, L.8; and
a pair of harrows, L. 1. The average price of beef and mutton is
5s. per stone of 14 Ib. imperial weight ; of pork, 4s. Hens, 1s. 6d.
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each ; chickens, 6d.; ducks, ls.; geese from 2s. 6d. to Ss. each;
turkeys from 3s. to 4s.; and pigeons, 7d. per pair.

Lizve Stock.— There are no sheep bred or fattened for sale within
the parish. The Dundee fleshers purchase their sheep fat in the
north country markets, and keep them till they have occasion for
them in grass parks in the neighbourhood in summer, and feed
them with turnips in winter. There are few cattle but milch cows
kept. Those kept in the town are of all kinds; those belonging
to the farmer are selected with care. None of the short-horned
breed, however, have yet been introduced, their superior qualities
being little known in this part of the country.

Husbandry.— The farm-buildings are pretty good. The greater
part of them are built of stone and lime, and slated. They are of
a square form generally, the space within being used as a straw-
yard for cattle. The fences are stone dikes, with a few hedges;
but little attention is paid to fences near the town, where there is
no pasturage. At a distance, particularly at Craigie, Pitkerro, and
Duntrune, where the fields are let for pasture, the fences are in the
best state. The dikes are substantially built of stone, from four to
five feet high, and cost for building about 10s. per rood.

The ordinary length of the lease of a farm is nineteen years.
The rent is paid in money; but sometimes estimated in grain, as
well as in money, converted according to the fiars of the year. The
tegms of payment are Candlemas and Lammas for the half years
preceding these terms respectively.

The land under tillage may be said to be in a very improved
state, no labour nor expense being spared to render it highly pro-
ductive ; and there are no particular obstacles to improvement.
The following is about the average number of acres at present pro-
ducing different kinds of grain, and the annual gross amount of
raw produce :

Wheat, . 343 acres, at 32 bushels per acre, and 7s. pex bushel, L. 3841 12 0
Barley, . 661 at44 | and 3s. 6d. 5089 14 0
QOats, . 762 at 48 and 2s. 9d. 5029 4 0
Potatoes, 470 at L. 10 per acre, . . 4700 0 0
Turnips, 521 at L. 12, . . . . 6252 0 0
Grass, . 635 averaged, new and old, at L. 7 per acre, . 4445 0 0
Do. . 555 do. inferior pasture and waste, at L. 1, 555 0 0
L.2991210 0

There is little or no hay made in the parish,—the horses and
cows kept on the farms and in Dundee requiring all the grass
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that can be produced green during the summer. The cow-feed-
ers buy all the turnips also not necessary for the farm stock. The
average price of an acre of good sown grass for cutting green is
L. 12, and for an acre of good turnips about L. 13 ; sometimes the
last is considerably higher on some farms near town.

The land is generally cropped on a six-course rotation:—1. grass;
2. oats ; -3. potatoes; 4. wheat or barley; 5. turnips; 6. barley
sown with grass seeds. The dung made on the farm is applied to
the Jand for potatoes, at the rate of about twenty tons per acre, and
the dung purchased in Dundee is applied to the land for turnips at
the rate of about sixteen tons peracre. The average price of dung in
Dundee is 5s. per ton.  Oats are sown in March: barley is sown,
and potatoes planted in April; and turnips are sown from the 1st to
the 20th of June. The potatoes are taken up about the 20th of
October, and the ground is then sown with wheat. There is little
or no summer fallow made. Harvest commences about the 20th
of August. The corn is cut down with the sickle, generally at a
certain rate per threave, which consists of twenty-eight sheaves of
wheat of one foot diameter, and of twenty-four sheaves of oats or
barley of ten inches diameter. The average price of cutting, bind- .
ing, and stooking a threave of wheat is 4;d. and of a threave of oats
or barley 3}d.

Manufactures.— The manufactures of this town and parish are
become of great interest not only to Dundee, but to Scotland, and
even to Britain. The proportion which they bear to the general
produce of the industry of the state is very high ; and their rapid
and continued progress encourages us to expect still greater acces-
sions to every department of our trade. To go back to the early
periods of the commerce of this place, and trace its progress down-
wards, would lead to details too extended for this work. All that
can be here attempted, is to present an accurate yet condensed
view of the whole as it now exists.

Linen Manufacture.— Of our manufactures the linen trade holds
the first place. It employs the greatest number of hands, and the
greatest capital, and it gives a spur to all other branches of trade and
commerce. It is probable that the trade in linen was early introdu-
ced into this place,—at least to an extent equal to the demand of the
town and neighbourhood, and nearly a century ago some was made
for exportation. From the first the coarser fabrics only seem to
have been made; and, although these are still the prevailing fa-
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brics, their qualities have been varied and improved to suit the de-
mands of the markets, and in proportion as the yarns have been
improved, of which they are made by the use of machinery.

The materials for these manufactures are obtained from Russia,
Prussia, Holland, and Brabant, chiefly from the two first; and the
conveyance of them employs a great number of ships and seamen.
Our information as to the extent of either the imports or exports
to and from Dundee, previous to the middle of the last century, is
very defective. The following table may serve to mark our state
in 1745, and the progress of our trade since that date.

IMPORTS,
1745. 1791. 1823. 1825. 1829.

Flax, tons, - - 74 2,420 4,685 8,248 14,183
Hemp, do. - - Nil 299 2,733 2,207 1,094
Codills, do. - - Nil 24

74 2,743

EXPORTS,

Osnaburghs, pieces, - 10000 78400 71,601 73,974 100,079
Sheetings, do. - - 70,364 94,084 101,324
Bagging, do. - - 4,080 62,591 55176 59,969
Hop and sand bagging, do. 4,842 9,280
Sail-clotb, do. - - 7000 22705 45284 65683
Sacking, do. - - 14,572 25,348 51,619
Sundries, do. - - 21,570 44,675 51,701

Thirty years ago almost all the linen yarns used in the manu-
factures here were hand-spun,—some of them in town, and the re-
mainder in the country adjacent. At that time the expense of spin-
ning alone was about equal to that of the yarn at present ; while the
quality of the article was very inferior to what is now made. The in-
troduction of machinery for spinning linen yarn has been the com-
mencement of a new era in our manufactures,—the starting post
from which all our improvements in trade and commerce have
rapidly advanced. Uhnless steam power had been successfully ap-
plied to the production of a better article, and a more adequate
supply than ever the distaff or the spinning-wheel could have pro-
duced, the linen trade had never been carried on to any great ex-
tent, nor had we been able to cope successfully, either in the home
or foreign markets, with countries where provisions and wages are
lower, and less expense is incurred on the raw material.
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In 1811, there were only four spinning-mills in Dundee driven
by steam-engines, making altogether about sixty-one horse-power ;
converting into yarns about one and a-half tons of flax per day, or
468 tons annually, and producing about 224,640 spmdles of yarn.
The whole capital then invested in machinery in Dundee did
not exceed L. 22,000, and the whole flax imported into the whole
of Scotland was then about 7000 tons. At present (1832) there
are upwards of thirty flax spinning-mills in Dundee and the im-
mediate neighbourhood, driven by a steam power equal to 600
horses, consuming 15,600 tons of flax, and producing 7,488,000
spindles of yarn per annum, while the sum invested in machinery
has been estimated at L.240,000. In these mills about 3000
persons are dailyemployed. Of these there are under eighteen years
of age, 1073 individuals ; under fourteen, 600 ; some under twelve,
and even from six to seven years of age. The number of manufac-
turers is by last census, 363 ; and the number of families employed
in the different departments of the linen trade is 6828; to which
wages to theamount of L. 156,000 a-year are understood to be paid.
More than one-half of those employed in the mills are boys and
girls from ten to eighteen years of age; the remainder are partly
men and partly women of all ages.

The time of labour daily in the mills at present is twelve and a-
half hours, exclusive of the time allowed for meals; which is half
an hour for breakfast, and the same time for dinner. The work
commences at about half-past five o’clock in the mormng, and
closes at seven in the evening.

The following are the average wages at present paid at the
mills, and generally in the linen manufacture in Dundee, viz. to
flax-dressers from 10s. to 12s. weekly ; girls and boys, 3s. to 6s. ;
women, 5s. to 8s.; weavers, 7s. to 10s.; mill-wrights, 14s. to
18s.

These wages, though much lower than they once were, owing
to the altered state of the prices of goods, as well as of the
rate of wages in the country, yet, from the generally moderate rate
of provisions in Dundee, the economy and prudence used in the
families of the operatives, and their having regular employment,
are understood to afford to the persons engaged in the linen ma-
nufacture here, as many comforts as are enjoyed by any similar
description of persons in any other department of national indus~

try; and that, notwithstanding the extraordinary influx of the na-
4
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tives of Ireland, who, from the low rate of wages they are accus-
tomed to at home, are supposed to have contributed to the reduc-
tion of the wages of labour here much below their proper level.
The yarns are generally sent from the mills to the bleachfield,
or to the plash-mill, to be washed or whitened and prepared for
the loom. No running water being found in the immediate vici-
ity of the town suitable for these purposes, the operations of
cleansing and whitening are carried on at the distance of two or
three miles in the beautiful vale of the Dighty. Some of the
merchants import their own flax, spin their own yarns, manufac-
ture them into cloth, and export the cloth to the various foreign
markets. But more frequently the spinners sell their yarns to the
manufacturers, who either have looms of their own, or employ
others who have looms in their own houses. Some kinds of cloth
require more conveniences than others, and for these factories are
erected, and looms of a particular construction prepared. The
loom used generally is the common one with the fly-shuttle.
Some very broad looms are employed for weaving floor-cloths for
painting, for waggon-covers, and other purposes. Power-looms
have not been employed here, or at least not to any advantage,
and they are understood to be entirely laid aside.

In weaving sail-cloth and other heavy goods, men only are em-
ployed. But the women are employed in the lighter fabrics, and
perform their work as well as the men. Formerly the women
were employed in spinning only, and some of the very coarsest ma-
terial is still hand-spun. But the general use of machinery has
almost wholly superseded that of the spinning-wheel, and sent the
females to a less appropriate labour for their support. Old men
and old women no longer able to undergo the labour of the loom,
and young persons of both sexes not yet strong enough for that
work, are employed in winding for the warper and the weaver,
and thereby contribute something to the general funds of the fa-
mily.

The following extract from the books of the custom-house,
containing the returns connected with our staple for the quarter
ending the 5th January 1832, may serve to give to persons at a
distance a not unfavourable specimen of the state of the linen ma-
nufacture in Dundee at the present time.

IMPORTS,
Flax, 107,352 cwts. 1 qr. 251b. Hemp, 13,932 cwts. 1 qr. 24 1b.
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EXPORTS
of Bounty Linen for the quarter ending as above.

To Gibraltar.
From 5d. to 6d. per yard, 33,781 yds.
6d. to 1s. 6d. do. 486,873 do.
Sail-cloth, - 36,243 ells.

To Canada.
From bd. to 6d. per yard, 42,985 yds.
6d.to 1s. 6d. do. 215,112 do.
Sail-cloth, - 46,638 do.

To Jamaica.
From 5d. to 6d. per yard, 280,798 yds.
6d. to 1s. 6. do. 1,260,164 do.
Sail-cloth, - 9,856 ells.

To Hayti.
From 5d. to 6d. per yard, 634,177 yds.
6d. to 1s.6. do. 1,121,640 do.
Sail.cloth, - 2,878 ells.

To Brazil.
From 5d. to 6d. per yard, 836,798 yds.
6d.to 1s. 6d. do. 890,640 do.
Exceeding 1s. 6d. do. 2,134 do.
Sail-cloth, - 40,478 do.

To Cuba.
From 5d. to 64. per yard, 36,223 yds.
6d.to 1s. 6d. do. 373,793 do.

To the United States.
From 5d. to 6d. per yard, 568,998 yds.
6d. to 1s. 6d. do. 8,361,257 do.
Exceeding 1s. 6d. do. 55,617 do.
Sail-cloth, - 382,958 ells.

St Thomas.
From 5d. to 6d. per yard, 206,227 yds.
6d.to 1s.6d.do. 527,039 do.

Making for one quarter, linen, 11,334,256 yards.

Sail-cloth, 519,051 ells.

It is proper to add here, that one reason why this quarter pre-
sents such an amount of exports, is the ceasing of the bounties on
linen on the 5th January, leaving the trade to work its way in-fu-
ture without proving a burden on the other branches of our national
industry. The total value of linens alone exported from Dundee
for bounty during the year ending on the 5th January 1832, ap-
pears, from the custom-house books, to be L.596,424 Sterling,
which, though necessarily inaccurate, may form an approximation
to the real value of this branch of local commerce.

The influence of the linen manufacture on the health of those
employed in it will be differently estimated by different persons ;
but generally speaking, there does not appear to be any operation
connected with it particularly prejudicial to health, unless it be the
too long hours of labour, to which some of the youth of more tender
years are no doubt exposed. 'The mills do not require to be over-
heated for health; indeed they are well ventilated, while the cleans-
ing and weaving departments seem to be as favourable tohealth and
longevity as any other kind of labour. If some regulations were
adopted as to the age at which young persons should be allowed to
enter the mills, and also as to the number of hours per day during
which they should be employed in them, all parties would be bene-
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fited. But it is extremely difficult to legislate betwixt master and
servant in all cases; and it will be found, on inquiry, that the wants
of the parents, more than any desire on the part of their employers,
have crowded our manufacturing establishments with very young
persons ; while an avidity for higher wages than the manufacturers
could afford to give for a shorter period, has induced them some-
times to protract their labour beyond what is good for their health.
After every drawback, however, persons visiting the mills and ma-
nufactories will see with pleasure the appearances of health and
cheerfulness every where exhibited. In health, every precaution
is taken to guard against disease; and when any epidemic prevails,
every attention is paid to such as are overtaken by it, and all due
means used for their recovery.

As to the influence of our manufactures on morals, it is to be
regretted that wherever multitudes of human beings congregate,
good morals are endangered. In almost all our public works there
are dissolute parents, and consequently neglected children, whose
bad example acts on the mind and the heart as a tainted atmo-
sphere does on the body. But there is nothing in the linen trade
less friendly to good principles and good conduct than in works of
a similar kind ; and it is due to the mill-masters to state, that most
if not all of them have established schools for the instruction of
their servants, and that some of them devote not a little time and
attention personally to the education of those who are employed in
their works. '

One other remark connected with this subject suggests itself
here. It is well known that not a year passes by without accidents
occurring to both old and young persons employed about machi-
nery; and these accidents are often so severe, as not only to lay
aside those who receive them from working for a long time, but
even to maim them for ever after, and thereby to disqualify them
from earning their livelihood. Might not a method be devised to
meet such exigencies as these? If a weekly contribution from each
of the operatives, at the rate of one penny for every crown earned,
and an annual assessment on the masters proportioned either to the
steam power, or to the number of hands employed by them, were
thrown into one fund, and well managed, it would not only meet
these cases as they gccur, but in a little time would form such a
fund as would render weekly payments unnecessary.

Navigation.—Dundee seems, from an early period, to have had



30 FORFARSHIRE.

~

a considerable share of the commerce of Scotland, as, indeed,
might be expected from the great advantages of its situation. In
1569, perhaps the remotest period to which authentic records of
the state of the shipping here reach, we find that the principal part
of the fleet sent in pursuit of the worthless Bothwell consisted of
three ships supplied by Dundee. In 1651, when the town was sur-
prised and sacked by General Monck, one hundred ships, as before
stated, were found to belong to it, of which sixty were loaded with
booty captured by the besiegers. It is not improbable, however,
that some vessels from other parts had taken refuge in almost the
only strong-hold that had hitherto successfully resisted the gold or
the prowess of the invaders. From the year 1652, the progressive
increase of the trade and commerce of Dundee showed the elasti-
city of the national character, not easily nor permanently subdued.

Yet it was not until the middle of the following century, when the
- people of Scotland began to prize and to take advantage of their
connection with a larger, better cultivated, and richer country, that
our trade and commerce showed signs not only of life, but also of
health and vigour.

In 1680, 85 vessels, small and large, entered the port of Dundee.

1781, 70 belonged to it of - - - 2,909 tons.

1745, 4,780 do. -
1791, vessels arrived from foreign and coastwise, &c. 72,777 do.
1822, 158 : 1361 seamen, - 16,572 do.
1832, 259 : 2200 do. - - 381,330 do.
British ships from abroad, 253, - - 388,287 do.
Foreign do. do. 54, - 6,856 do.
British cleared out for foreign with cargoes, 35, 7,854 do.
Foreign do. do. do. 4, 519 do.
Coasters arrived, 1858, - - - 126,783 do.
cleared, 1017, - - - 73,344 do.

It was only in 1815 that the first great impulse was given to
the manufactures and commerce of Dundee, by the renovation
and extension of the harbour. Prior to that date, the accommo-
dation provided for the shipping was adapted to the most limit-
ed commerce only. One small pier, and two or three clumsy
erections in a state of dilapidation, and which it required a
boat to reach, constituted the whole protection for the shipping,
and the whole convenience for discharging or loading. The
spirit of enlightened enterprise had been at work for several
years; but it was only in the year above-mentioned that appli-
cation was made to Parliament, and a bill obtained, for separating
the harbour from the other branches of the common good, and
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for investing the management of it for a term of years in distinct
commissioners. These commissioners were selected partly from
the magistrates, and partly from other public bodies of the town.
Much pains were taken to procure the most approved plans ; and
after all preliminaries had been settled, the work was begun, and
carried on with extraordinary spirit ; every thing was done in the
most substantial manner; and yet long within the time contem-
plated, the present harbour, consisting of a wet dock of about six
acres,—a tide harbour of much greater extent,—a graving-dock
capable of containing at once three of the largest class of mer-
chant vessels frequenting the Tay,—extensive carpenters’ and other
yards for ship-building, &c.,—wide and spacious quays, affording
birthage for about thirty vessels to load or discharge at the same
time,—was happilycompleted. From the moment this superior ac-
commodation was begun to be provided, the number and tonnage
of our ships increased, and, of course, the extent of the trade and
commerce of the port was greatly enlarged.

‘Works so extensive, and from their nature so difficult to erect,
necessarily created a very great expense; but that expense has
been incurred judiciously, and to great advantage, both to the trust
and to the public. From 1815, the date of the commencement
of the new harbour, down to May 1833, the following are the
items both of the expenditure and of the receipt.—

Building harbour and docks, - - L.163,901 14 2}
Implements necessary for carrying on the work, - - 2427 4 9
Quarry at Lochee and engine there, - - - 2250 16 5
Dredging-machine, - - - - - 8450 0 0
Iron cranes, - - - - 40 7 3
Compensation to the town for ground, &c. - - - 21,500 0 O
Interest paid on debts, - - - - 41,515 8 4
Stamps, conveyances, &c. - . - - - 517 16 11

. L. 242,003 7 10}
Cash received :—
Shore-dues, - - - L.138,409 3 8
Graving dock, do. &c. - - 4,808 10 7
Rents of property, - - - 1,648 14 1
Money borrowed, - - - 118868 0 O
Fines, - - - - 1016 9

L.258,835 5 1
242,003 7 104

Cash on hand, including arrears of ducs, L. 16,831 7 2}
The following table shows the state and progress of the shore-
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dues collected under the harbour bill, from the commencement of
the trust to the end of May 1831, the date of last balance.

Year end. July 1816, L. 4411 0 0 Expenses, L. 315, Netsum, L. 4096 0 0
1817, 5908 0 0 850, 5558 0 0
May 1818, - 5021 0 0
1819, 5605 0 0
1820, 5605 0 0
1821, 5910 0 0
1822, 5910 0 0
1823, 7145 0 0 ‘462, 6688 0 0
1824, 8379 0 0 498, 7851 0 0
1825, 8478 0 0 563, 7915 0.0
1826, 8055 0 0
1827, 7841 0 o 379, 7462 0 0
1828, 9622 0 0 386, 9236 0 0
1829, 10,134 0 0 405, 9729 0 0
1830, 11,231 0 0 429, 10,802 0 0
1831, 10,599 0 0 417, 10,182 0 o
1832, 9374 6 0} 9374 6 0}
1833, 9206 5 5 9206 5 5

The blanks in the preceding table refer to the years in which
the shore-dues were let to tenants; during the other years in which
the gross and net sums are given, and the expense of collecting the
dues is noted, the commissioners themselves were the collectors.
Besides the actual -expense of collecting the dues, which varies
from L.3, 16s. 4d. to L. 5, 18s. 10d. per cent., there is a sum added
for incidental expenses, varying from L. 79 to L. 170 a-year.

Itis proper to state here, that the rates levied at this port have
been reduced more than once since 1821 ; and particularly, that,
since the last act came into operation, in June 1830, the dues on
several articles have been greatly reduced,—the reduction on coals
and grain alone for the last year amounting to L. 450, and that on
non-freemen, &c. to L. 951.

When the plan for the new harbour was adopted in 1815, it
was considered to be so extensive, especially when compared with
what preceded it, that it was generally believed that the accom-
modation it promised would exceed the necessities of the trade of
Dundee for very many years to come. It was soon discovered,
however, that this opinion was not correct. Several years since,
the want of sufficient birthage was matter of complaint ; and mea-
sures were taken as soon as possible for having the ground of this
complaint removed. A new harbour bill was applied for, and ob-
tained, vesting the shore-dues permanently in a board of trustees.
A plan was adopted for extending the tide-harbour, and for con-
verting the greater part of it into a wet dock, and for other im-

3
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provements rendered necessary by the daily increasing trade and
commerce of the town. This work is already begun ; and from
the arrangements made already, and the well-known activity of
those concerned, it is expected to afford the necessary accammo-
dation to the shipping in a very short time.

The following table shows the principal articles of Import and
Export to and from the port of Dundee for the last two years,
with the amount of all, and the increase on some, of these articles.

IMPORTS.
For the year ending 20th May 1830. Do. 31st May 1831. Do. 1832. Do. 1833.
Flax, - Tons, 13,287 14,607 10,907 16,040
Flax, Codilla, do. 2,912 3,907 4,103 2,737
Hemp, - do. 1,218 2,179 1,607 2,875
Hemp, Codilla, do. 1,140 1,566 1,475 505
Lime, - Bolls, 4,436 50,972 42,604 50,939
Coals, English, do. 137,734 125,426 131,621 139,194
~——— Scots, - do. 143,149 150,005 168,015 189,530
Ashes, - Cwts. 5,824 12,417 15,396 7,748
Timber, - Loads, 11,800 7,100 6,107 7,907
Iron, - Tons, 1,325 1,395 1,417 1,602
Tar, - Barrels, 380 - 2,539 222 2,547
‘Whale blubber, Tons, 1,283 126 750 1,981
bone, Cwts. 1,183 114 725 2,138
Oats, - Qrs. 879 8,351 4,804
Barley, - do. 130 2,022 4,605
Wheat, - do. 6,771 18,898 10,525 5,190
Pease, - do. 53 589 875
Beans, - do. 317 Nil.
Tares, - do. 60 49
Rye, - do. Nil. 3,114
Tallow, - Cwts. 1,148 867 123 905
EXPORTS.
Linens.
Osnaburghs, Pieces, 113,873 96,957 8,750 100,713
Sheetings, do. 109,161 131,660 143,250 148,377
Cotton bagging, do. 63,383 65,592 49,096 27,179
Sundries, - do. 7,491 7,395 13,163 16,793
Sail-cloth, -  do. 59,827 72,268 85,522 81,754
Sacking, - do. 56,071 45,893 47,948 57,242
Dowlas, -  do. 30,096 40,915 68,448 69,774
Sundries, - do. 24,830 11,550 9,601 13,374
467,732 474,230 428,718 515,208
Grain.
Wheat, - Qrs. 1,565 2,958 2,729 750
Barley, - do. 20,985 23,378 34,024 42,626
Oats, - do. 2,647 8,185 782 7%4
Pease, - do. 134 . 169 262 609
Flour, - Sacks, 32 182 699 200
25,363 34,772 38,496 44,919

FORFAR. C
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The following state shows the extent of the shipping and trade

of Dundee, at the time the last Statistical Account was drawn up
in 1792, and in 1831.

In 1792, Ships, 116 Tons, 8,551} Men, 698
1832, do. 259 do. 81,330 do. 2,200
Difference, do. 148 do. 22,779} do. 1502

In 1792, do.
Employed, Foreign, 34

Coasters, - 78
Whale ships, - 4
Custom-house ducs received, L. 6,341 17 11 Year ending 5th January
In 1881, do. do. . 68085 2 6 1888, dues L. 64000.
Bounties paid, - 46854 7 2
Ships entered from Foreign.
1. British, - 253 Tons, 38,287
2. Foreign, - 54 do. 6856
Cleared with cargoes,
1. British. - 85 do. 7,854
2. Foreign, - 4 do. 519

Coastersarrived, 1558 do. 126,733
Do. cleared out, 1017 do. 73,344
Entries and clear- —— —
ances. Ships, 2921 Tons, 253,593

There are several companies connected with the shipping belong-
ing to this port,—such as the whale-fishing companies, which have
among them nine ships of from 200 to 300 tons each; and about
450 seamen, &c. employed in navigating them. The quantity of
oil from the fishing of 1833 amounted to 2020 tons; the quantity
of whalebone was upwards of 100 tons; and the total value about
L.54,000. There is also the Dundee, Perth, and London ship-
ping-company, which began its operations in 1798 with four ves-
sels of about eighty tons each. In 1801, this company added the
Glasgow to the London trade, with two additional vessels of about
sixty tons each. The late enterprising merchant, trader, salmon-~
fisher, and country gentleman, Mr John Richardson of Pitfour,
had four vessels in the Tay and Thames’ trade before the pre-
sent company commenced. These were purchased by the com-
pany in 1806, the company then consisting of many of the most re-
spectable merchants and ship-owners belonging to Perth and Dun-
dee. Since that time, the Perth trade has been carried on by
lighters; and a steam-tug is now employed to facilitate the inter~
course between the two towns. A rival company started up a few
years ago, but it was soon lost in the one that has been so long
established ; and while the present company continues to serve the
public as at present, it is not likely that they will soon meet with
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any very formidable opposition.  The only thing likely to mter-
fere with a monopoly, of which there is no complaint on the part
of the public, will be an attempt to establish’a conveyance by steam
betwixt Dundee and London, which the present company will pro-
bably anticipate. The smacks belonging to Dundee are not ex-
celled by any of their class anywhere, nor can vessels be better
found, or more skilfully navigated; yet such is the preference
given to the steam-packets, that many who were wont to go to Lon-
don by the Dundee smacks now find their way thither by Leith
or Aberdeen. *

In 1830, the Dundee, Perth, and London shipping-company
purchased the vessels in the trade between Dundee and Leith, and
added that to their other business, - At present they employ alto-
gether twenty-five vessels; and sail one or more of them twice
a-week regularly to London, Leith, and Glasgow, and every alter-
nate day to Perth. The smacks in the London trade are from 150
to 200 tons burden ; the others of different sizes, are adapted to the
trade in which they are employed. Those intended for the accom- °
modation of passengers are elegantly fitted up.

In describing the state of our navigation, the passage-boats on
the river betwixt Dundee and Newport must not be overlooked.
Prior to the establishment of steam-boats on this passage, the
small sailing-boats were both unpleasant and often dangerous.
Since the establishment of the present conveyance, the public have
reaped the greatest benefit from it. There are two steam vessels,
consisting of twin boats of sufficient size, and worked each of them
by two sufficiently powerful engines. The thoroughfare is great,
and would be much increased, provided the Pettycur passage was
better. As it is, more than 90,000 persons have passed this ferry
in twelve months, besides horses, carriages, and many cattle.
Owing to causes which are not generally understood, the funds of
this ferry are said to be not in the most prosperous state,—an evil

® Since the above was written, two steam ships have been launched by the ship-
ping-company here, and are in a state of forwardness for the London trade. These
ships measure, on deck, 180 feet long, by 50 feet broad over paddles; and each
of them will be propelled by engines of 280 horse-power. Their cabins will be
fitted up both elegantly and commeodiously ; and their stowage for goods will exceed
that of any two smacks in the trade ; while they will afford every facility for the con-
veyance of horses, carriages, black cattle, sheep, &c. These vessels are expected to
commence plying early in the spring of 1834 ; and will not only add to our present
means of conveyance for the ordinary merchandize of this district of the kingdom,
but will probably open up a new channel for agricultural and commercial enterprise.
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which a less antiquated agency might perhaps succeed in re-

moving.
Receipts for last year:—
Passengers, - L.3450 0 ©
Cattle, - - 750 0 0
Goods, To- - 756 12 0
L.4956 12 0

Fishings.— The fishings in this parish, before alluded to, belong
to four proprietors. Their yearly rents do not exceed L. 430.
Horticulture.—In noticing other branches of our industry, we
must not omit the state of our horticulture. Dundee has been
long famous for its vegetables: so plentiful and cheap are they
that even the poorest of the people may easily obtain them, while
the rich have access to the finer and more expensive productions
of the garden, and even of the hot-house, on very reasonable
terms. There are about eighty acres occupied in the neighbour-
hood of the town in raising vegetables for the Dundee market ;
but great quantities are brought from a distance also, so that the
supply is good and ample. The average annual value of garden-
stuffs raised for sale within the parish does not exceed L.2000.
The neighbourhood of Dundee has long been distinguished for
its fruits. In August, September, and October, large quantities
are sold in the open market from the orchards and gardens in the
Carse of Gowrie, Strathmore, &c. and in some of the fruit-shops
the finest fruits are found in the best state of preservation almost
all the year round,—a circumstance for which the public is chiefly
indebted to one intelligent gardener. All that is wanting to com-
plete success in this trial is a fair share of that patronage to which
skill and enterprise are so justly entitled. The average annual va-
lue of fruit sold in Dundee is not less than L. 3000; there being
not more than one-twentieth part of the fruit raised in this parish.
Of late years a considerable addition has been made to our nur-
sery grounds ; one establishment alone occupies about fifteen acres,
and that was found sufficient for many years to supply the demand.
At present, however, there are three nurseries, occupying altoge-
ther about forty acres,—an extent of ground more than adequate to
supply all the plants requisite for the neighbourhood. Indeed
the home demand is much less than that from a distance. In 1826,
one house sent to a distance upwards of five and a-half millions of
young trees, and during the last ten years has furnished upwards of
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forty-five millions of plants of various kinds, making an average of
four and a-half millions annually.

In gardening, as in most other things, what is necessary and pro-
fitable, rather than what is more ornamental and pleasing, is first
studied. But the one generally follows the other at its proper
distance ; and while other places have, in the progress of their
improvement, exhibited these in beautiful combination, Dundee
has not been regardless of what has been doing elsewhere. In-
deed, the taste for the fairer and more admired productions of the
parterre and the green-house, which prevails in our neighbourhood,
has been rapidly increasing, and has been greatly encouraged and
promoted by the formation of a district horticultural society. This
society was established in 1824, and numbers among its members
most of the nobility and gentry in the neighbourhood. It holds
its meetings at least twice a-year, and at its competitions the va-
riety, excellence, and abundance of the fruits, roots, flowers, and
vegetables exhibited, have justly called forth expressions of ad-
miration. In every department this society has been of use; in
ornamental gardening it has been eminently useful. It has awak-
ened an attachment to the loveliest objects of cultivated nature ;
given a taste and elegance to minds that otherwise had been en-
grossed by very different scenes; and diffused a spirit of simplicity,
of purity, and of benevolence, inseparable from the study of na-
ture in her most lovely forms. The collections of some of the
amateur members are truly admirable, and may compare with any
in Scotland. From the garden of one of the friends of this so-
ciety originated the justly admired double varieties of the Ayrshire
rose (Rosa arvensis, ) or single white rambling rose. In the space
of a few falls of ground this gentleman, who marks his attachment
to the queen of flowers by calling his dwelling-place by her name,
possesses a collection of roses and other flowers rarely met with.
Having gathered the berries of the common Ayrshire rose, he
reared from them a number of plants, some of which have produ-
ced flowers equalling in beauty some of the dwarf garden roses.
Others have successfully followed this example, and thus has been
propagated a new species of double climbing roses, which in a few
years may exhibit an endless series of rich and beautiful varieties.

Tropical exotics are rare here. There are, however, some tole-
rable collections of Cape, Australasian, and other green-house
plants, and also a great variety of hardy ornamental exotics. One
gentleman has some of the finest varieties of the Auricule, Pelar-
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gonia, and Georgine, with various other elsgant plants. Another
gentleman has from twenty to thirty varieties of the Camellia, and
a select assortment of other tender exotics, in a green-house of
only a few feet in extent, the back part of which is occupied by
an aviary; the whole superintended by himself in the intervals of
active life,—an example most worthy of imitation. In all the
nurseries good collections are kept of hardy ornamental trees and
shrubs, border flowers, roses, eglantine, &c. In the open air the
Hydrangia, Medicago arborea, Buddlea globosa, and other shrubs,
which scarcely resist the severity of the winter in the vicinity of
London, remain here almost uninjured ; as do myrtles and Fuch-
stas, Verbenas, and some other Australasian plants, when planted
out against walls and protected against the severest frosts of winter.

Tanning.— There was once a number of tanners in Dundee; but
there are not more than two considerable works now,—employing
but a very few hands. The supply of native hides is good ; bark
is brought from England and the continent, and dried hides from
South America. There are seven curriers and leather-merchants,
who employ sixteen men and apprentices altogether.

Sail-cloth, Cordage.—Dundee is eminent both for sail-cloth
and cordage. Several companies are embarked in the trade of
sail-making and rope-making, who are also ship-chandlers.

Banks, &c.—There are at present seven banking offices; some
of them of long standing. All of them are understood to be doing
well, and have the character of being liberal in their transactions.

Companies.—Besides the gas company, already noticed, there
are one local company for insuring against fire, &ec. and various
branches of life insurances.

Butcher Markets.— The following may be stated as the average
quantity and prices of vivres and butcher meat killed in Dundee for
the last year, viz.

Black cattle, from - 5,000 to 6,000

Sheep and lambs, - 10,000 to 11,000

Calves, - 4,000 to 5,000

Pigs, - - 8,000 to 4,000
Prices.

Beef, from 44d. to 6d.

Veal, - 4d. to 6d.

Mutton, - 4d. to 6d.
Pork, - 4d. to 5d.

Revenue to Government.—In 1705, the whole post-office revenue
of Scotland did not amount to L. 2000 a-year. In 1791, the sum
collected in Dundee was L. 1600, and the whole revenue from
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Dundee at that period amounted to about L. 57,000 per annum,
the stamp duties included therein being L.1000. The following
state, though not scrupulously correct, is within the truth, and
serves to show the progress of taxation, as well as of mercantile
transactions, at the present time.

Customs, - - L.68085 2 6
Stamps, - - 14246 3 6
Legacy-duty, - 1,238 2 2
Coach do. - - 846 7 7
Pamphlet do. - - 06 0
Malt, - - - 42015 5
Candles, - - 746 19 4
Bricks, - - - 88 5 14
Excise licences, - - 339 19 6
British spirits used here,
190,165 gallons, " § 21,604 3 4 ‘
1 7 with,
Land-ax and town-oest, : 259 3 7 withe e
Post-office, - - 7100 0 0
Sundries, say, - - 70,227 10 7}

In the above sum the amount actually paid in Dundee is noted.
The tax on tea, &c. is paid in London and elsewhere, and would
add greatly to the above. The taxes on candles, beer, and hides
have been abolished ; while those on glass, soap, &c. have not
been received,—there being, as formerly stated, no works of those
kinds in Dundee at present. Although the tax continues to be
paid on the whole of these articles consumed in the parish, the last
item in the preceding statement is calculated on an average of the
present population with that of 1792, and the average is taken at
not more than two-thirds of the probable amount,—making the
whole paid in cess and taxes for the town and parish at least
L. 196,392, 5s. 1d. Sterling.

This division of the Report may be concluded with the follow-
ing statement, which is interesting, in connection with the recent
alteration in the representation of Scotland.

Number of houses within the old royalty of Dundee, rented above L. 2 a-year, 2524.

Rent of the above, - - L.21,141 0 ©
Number of do. within do. above L. 10 a-year, 807.
Rent of do. - - 13644 0 O

Total rent of propeﬁy of all kmds within the ancient roynlty of

Dundee, - L.50,288 0 0

V.—ParocHiaL EcoNnomy.

. Market Towns.—Dundee is the market town not only of the pa-
rish, but the district. The market days are Tuesday and Friday ;
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on the former, manufactures of all kinds are sold, together with ar-
ticles of provision; on the latter, in addition to these, grain. From
the fertile district of the Carse of Gowrie, the upland parishes on
the north, the rich tract that lies to the eastward, and from Fife, a
plentiful supply of provisions and grain is at all times brought to
the town. The fish-market is well and cheaply supplied ; haddock,
cod, ling, flounders, skate, and sometimes turbot, are caught at the
mouth of the Tay; fish from the south coast of Fife are sometimes
conveyed to the town in carts, and women from Achmithie carry
crabs, lobsters, and dried fish to Dundee,—a distance of twenty-four
miles, and return with the price in the evening. These women are
particularly strong and active. The Tay is also supplied with sal-
mon in its season. 'The markets for provisions in Dundee, whe-
ther as regards the quality or cheapness of the articles, are not
excelled by any in the kingdom.

The villages of Lochee and Broughty Ferry are partly in the,
parish of Dundee; the former being about two miles distant, the
latter about four.

Means of Communication.—Dundee, from its situation, has am-
ple means of communication with other places, both by land and
water. The coast road to Aberdeen passes through the town, and
there are turnpike roads to Cupar Angus, Forfar, and Brechin.
The mail and other coaches to Aberdeen pass and repass daily. A
coach starts in the morning direct for Glasgow, and the intercourse
through Fife by means of several coaches connects Dundee inti-
mately with Edinburgh. In addition to these, there are conveyan-
ces which in summer minister to the health and pleasure of the in-
habitants. A rumbling, though capacious vehicle has hitherto plied
betwixt Dundee and Broughty Ferry for the benefit of sea-bathers.
The steam-boats to Perth invite passengers at an easy fare to a
trip up the Tay, affording a prospect of uncommon beauty ; and of
late the experiment has been tried, though not successfully, through
the summer months, of plying a steam-boat betwixt Dundee and
Leith.

Rail-road.—In 1825 a rail-road was projected to connect Dun-
dee with Newtyle, and in 1826 was begun to be constructed. It is
now completely opened, and coaches and waggons are employ-
ed to carry passengers and goods. The length of the rail-road
is eleven miles, and the cost upwards of L.50,000. Leaving
Dundee on the north, it ascends an inclined plane of about 800
vards in length, and rising one vard in ten; at the top of this plane
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it is carried through a tunnel 340 yards in length, to the north side
of the Law of Dundee. There are other two inclined planes be-
fore reaching Newtyle. Up these planes the carriages are drawn
by. means of fixed steam engines. This rail-road will be of great
importance in connecting the fertile district of Strathmore with Dun-
dee and the navigation of the Tay. Goods are already carried on
it at one-third the expense formerly paid on the turnpike. The
carriages are now impelled by locomotive engines.

Ecclesiastical State.—The early ecclesiastical state of Dundee is
covered with much obscurity. The principal church in former
times was St Clement’s, dedicated to the tutelar saint of the town.
It stood on the site of the present town-house. In the neighbour-
hood of this place stone coffins and other remains of a burial ground
bave of late years been discovered.

The church that has been used as the parish church since the
Reformation was called St Mary’s. It was built towards the end
of the twelfth century by David Earl of Huntingdon and Garioch,
brother of William I. Returning, it is said, from the Holy Land,
he was overtaken by a tempest at sea, and when in danger of ship-
wreck, vowed that, if spared, he would erect a church to the mother
of our Lord on the spot where he reached the shore. Having en-
tered the Tay in safety, and gained the land, he was not unmind-
ful of his vow; for his danger and deliverance, together with the
pious purpose which he formed, are all commemorated by the re-
mains of the edifice, which, with its splendid tower, still graces our
town. -
Tradition says that this church was destroyed by Edward I. If
so, it was again destroyed in the time of Edward VI. by the Eng-
lish, who were in possession of Broughty Castle. In 1588, the
cross part of the building, which seems to have been in ruins, was
roofed in; and what is now called the South Church, was used,
along with the old church, (the choir of the original building,) as
a place of worship. In 1759, the part which is now occupied by
the Cross Church was fitted up as a Chapel of Ease, and a cate-
chist appointed. In 1789, the Steeple Church was built, and this
and the Cross (which has been rebuilt in 1829) erected into
churches. After the Reformation, there seems to have been two
ministers who officiated in the Old and South Churches. To these
a third was added in 1609, and the arrangement has continued
since. In 1789 two more were added by the erection of the Cross
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and Steeple Churches,—there being four churches and five mi-
nisters in the same edifice.

The appearance of these churches, with their lofty, massy, and
time-worn tower, is on the whole imposing. From their situation
they are highly ornamental, and they are convenient, too, as places
of worship. The tower which adjoins their western end is 156 feet
in height. The top is surrounded with a battlemented stone rail,
and on the summit stands a small house, which disfigures the beauty
of the structure. The use or object of this house it is idle to con-
jecture. '

In 1823, St David’s Church, in North Tay Street, was erected.
Built by the Independents in 1800, and used by them for several
years, it is now an Established church, handsomely fitted up, con-
taining nearly 2000 sitters, and most convenient for the population
on the north-west of the town. By the constitution of this church,
the town-council became bound to erect an additional church, when
the three incumbents then in the Old and South Churches should
be removed, the New Church to be supplied by one of their suc~
cessors. By this arrangement every minister will have in time his
own church and congregation.

Dundee has three chapels of ease,—St Andrew’s Chapel, built
in 1772 by the kirk-session and trades, and still under their ma-
nagement ; the Chapelshade Chapel, built in 1789 by a Relief
congregation, and now in connection with the Church of Scotland ;
and a small Gaelic Chapel, in which our Highland population hear
the gospel preached in their mountain tongue.

The minister of the first charge of Dundee has a stipend of
twenty chalders, which, by the fiars of 1831, produce about.
L. 309; he has also L. 10 in money ; a glebe of five and a-half
acres, worth, for cultivation, about L.5 an acre ;—in all about
L.347 : —and lately he has obtained a substantial manse.
The stipends of the other five ministers are L. 275 each. In St
Andrews and Chapelshade Chapels the stipends are about L.200.
In the former an assistant is employed, in consequence of the men-
tal affliction of the incumbent. The Gaelic minister, in addition
to his other emoluments, has hitherto enjoyed L. 10 a-year from
the Society for the Diffusion of Christian Knowledge.

Though possessing eight churches and chapels, and nine mi-
nisters connected with the establishment, Dundee is as yet one
parish; and the discipline and poors’ fund are managed by a ge-
neral session, containing at present, in addition to six ministers,
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upwards of 100 elders. This is no doubt an anomaly in paro-
chial legislation; but, though attempts have been made to obtain
a change of system, the majority have hitherto declared that, in
this particular, matters shall remain as they are.

Until lately there were only four seceding congregations in Dun-
dee,—two belonging to the United Secession Church; one to the
Associate Synod of Original Burghers; and one to the Associate
Synod of Original Seceders. Inconsequence, however, ofadivisionin
electing aministerto the chapel in School Wynd, a party formerly be-
longing to its congregation are at present building a place of worship
in Tay Square. The number belongingto each of these chapels may
be from 700 to 1200. There is also a new and handsome chapel in
connection with the Congregational Union of Scotland, containing
about 1200; a small meeting of Scotch Independents; a Relief
chapel, attended by about 400; a Methodist chapel, with about 500
an old Scotch Baptist meeting, attended by 300 ; two other Baptist
parties, averaging from 30 to 50 each; and a pretty large con-"
gregation of Glassites, formed originally by Mr John Glass on his
being deposed from the charge of Tealing. The ministers of
these chapels (with the exception of those whose principles prevent
them receiving stipend) are paid by the seat rents, and contribu-
tions from their hearers.

Dundee possesses two Episcopalian Chapels,—St Paul’s, with
two clergymen, and from 400 to 500 hearers; and the New
Chapel, a secession from the former, with one clergyman and
about 100 hearers. There is a Roman Catholic chapel, with
a congregation of about 300, chiefly of the Irish population. The
bishop resides in Edinburgh.

There are about 10,000 communicantsin the Established Church,
—a greater number fully than there are sittings in the churches
and chapels. Only a very few free seats are provided for the poor.
A great number of families are, no doubt, most regular, attentive, and
exemplary in waiting upon the public worship of God, and support-
ing every religious and benevolent institution; but at the same
time, from the nature of the population, it must be admitted, that
there are also many who, from their deficiencies in these respects,
scarcely entitle us now to the honourable name which the holy zeal
of the inhabitants procured for the town at the time of the Refor-
mation.

Religious Societies.— About two years ago, a City Missionary So-
ciety was formed. L. 160 has been raised dunng the last year, by
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subscriptions and collections, for its support ; and four missionaries
are employed daily in going from house to house, among the poorer
and more ignorant of the people. At present there is a plan form-
ing to obtain another society in connection with the Church of Scot-
land, so as to employ, if possible, a missionary in the district of each
of the established ministers.

The average amount of contributions by religious societies in
‘Dundee (including the city mission) is about L. 550. The ex-
traordinary collections for charitable and religious purposes in the
churches and chapels of all denominations may amount to about
L. 600.

Education.—The whole number of schools in Dundee is 80,
at which, by the nearest calculation, 3700 children are receiving
education. There is no parochial school, properly so called ; but
a Sessional School, conducted on Mr Wood’s plan, has lately been
established for poor children. It is attended at present by 165
children; and the salary of the teacher is L.80.* In the Royal
Orphan Institution, in addition to eighteen orphans who reside in
the house, 116 scholars receive education at ls. a quarter, the
funds providing books, &c. A seminary in Tay Square, built by
privateindividuals, and superintended by three teachers, has at pre-
sent about 230 scholars, and is successful. In the private schools
there is no salary, and the fees for reading, writing, and arithmetic,
average 4s. 6d. a quarter. There are also several boarding-schools
for young ladies, of very great and deserved respectability.

In the grammar-school, there are two masters for Latin and
Greek. Their fees, 10s. 6d. a quarter, producing to each L. 60 a
year; and their salaries L. 50 each. The, public English school
has also two masters, one for English, the other for writing and
arithmetic. Their fees, 6s. a quarter, yielding to each about L. 70
a year; and their salaries L.30 and L.20. The academy was
begun about forty years ago, and became more prosperous and per-
manent, from a legacy of L. 6000 by Mr Webster of London,
which became available in the year 1800. From this the academy
derives an income of L. 100 a-year, which pays the fees of twenty-
five bursars, attending the mathematical classes. There are in the
academy at present four masters; the branches taught being ma-
thematics, natural philosophy, chemistry, moral philosophy, logic,

* At present there is a committee appointed, and a scheme in progress to obtain
a Sessional School to contain about 500, which would doubtless be a great boon to the

town. The Town-Council, on an application being made to them, have agreed te
give ground for the purpose.
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drawing, and the modern languages. The salaries of the teachers
are L. 80 to the first teacher, L.50 to the second, L. 35 to the
French, and L. 35 to the drawing-master. Their corresponding
fees, according to the arrangement made at the last appointment
of a teacher, are L. 178, L. 140, L. 70, and L. 85.

The building for the public schools having long been unsuitable
for the town, new seminaries are in the course of being erected.
They are to cost, it is supposed, about L. 8000, three-fourths of
which has already been procured, partly from subscriptions, and
partly from a tax on beer. In order to encourage subscriptions,
the magistrates have divided the patronage with the public. A
plan by Mr Angus of Edinburgh having been adopted, and a site
procured at the meadows, in the very centre of the town, the
ground is to be laid out by Mr Brewster, architect, and a handsome
edifice already raises its head soon to receive our generous youth,
and form a splendid termination to the new street which has just
- been opened in front of the Town-House. When the building is
finished, the classes of the academy and of the grammar-school will
all be taught under its roof.

Five schools have lately been opened in connection with several
of our spinning-mills, the rooms provided, and the teachers paid,
by the masters of the works. The branches taught are reading,
writing, arithmetic, and sometimes geography; the number at pre-
sent attending is about 500; and it is no unusual thing to see the
masters of the works kindly assisting their teachers, after the
business of the day, in instructing this hltherto much neglected
class of children.

The system of infant schools was introduced into the town about
three years ago, by a committee of enlightened and benevolent
ladies. They have a school at the Hawk Hill, and another at the
Wallace Feus (with which is connected a school for instructing girls
in plain work) under their direction. A third has lately been esta-
blished at the Hill Town, under the management of gentlemen.
These institutions have been suppotted by subscription, and at
one time they received L.178, from a sale of ladies’ work, origi-
nated by the ladies, who are interested in their success. The
habits of attention and subordination produced in the children by
this method of instruction are highly beneficial, and the religious
knowledge which is communicated must be useful. The number
attending at present is 400. A school has also been opened lately
for girls of the working-classes; at which those who leave the infant
schools are preferred. - It is attended by sixty-five.
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The Dundee Sabbath School Society has thirty schools under its
superintendence, which are attended by 1500 children. There
are other schools not in connection with the society, affording in-
struction to about 250,—in all 1750 scholars. In these schools
the Bible and catechism are taught, and a number of pious and be-
nevolent individuals give their labour as teachers, gratuitously, on
the evening of the Lord’s day.

On the whole, the people seem alive to the importance of edu-
cation. It does not consist with the knowledge of the writer
that there are many between six and fifteen years of age who
are unable in some measure to read ; and he has only met with
two above twenty years of age who could not read at all; and one
of them was a native of the Highlands, and the other of Edinburgh.
The same statement, however, cannot be made as to writing ; many
in our public works are entirely ignorant of it ; but the means em-
ployed of late, and those yet to be introduced, may remedy the
evil.  On the whole, much has been done by the wealthier classes,
to produce and encourage a greater attention to the instruction
of the young; and it is to be hoped the effect may be to make
the rising generation better than their fathers.

Libraries.— The towniswell supplied with libraries. A collection
of books in the vestry of the Old Church, evidently belongs to Ro-
man Catholic times,—but of its commencement or design there is
no history. The subscription library contains 6000 volumes, and
received lately from government 69 folio volumes of the national
records. ‘There are also district libraries connected with St
David’s Church and St Andrew’s Chapel, containing about 1000
volumes each. Some of the seceding congregations have similar
libraries.

Watt Institution.—On the death of James Watt, the various
towns in the kingdom vied with each other in honouring the me-
mory of a man whose genius and skill had done so much to advance
the manufactures and commerce of the country. His application
of steam to machinery was the introduction, at a single stride, of a
power so prodigious that future times only will be able to discover
and to estimate its full value and triumph. For Watt no proud
mausoleum nor splendid cenotaph was necessary ;—nor heeded he
that ¢ storied urn or animated bust” should perpetuate his name.
Of him it might be truly said, looking to our town bristling with its
lofty stalks, si queras monumentum circumspice! The honour paid
to this great man in Dundee was one which his own benevolent
mind would have prized: it was the establishment of a Watt In-
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stitution for instructing young tradesmen and others in art and-
science,—that, like him whose name it bears, they might be stimu-
lated to pursue the honourable course of improvement. A liberal
subscription having been obtained, two lecturers procured, appara-
tus provided, and a library formed, the institution was opened in Ja-
nuary 1826. The session extended to six months, and 460 persons,
paying a small fee, enrolled their names. In subsequent years the
number attending has much decreased. A conversation class, how-
ever, among the students, has begun ; and though the funds do not
allow of a regular lecturer, a number of learned and benevolent
individuals are accustomed to give instruction through the winter.
The average number of students during last session was 30 ; that
of annual members, 110. The library is now large, and seems well
used ; and the tickets sold defray the expenses of the institution,
exclusive of the purchase of books.

An Artisans’ Reading-Room was established in 1831 by seve-
ral members of the Watt Institution. It is provided with news-
papers and other periodicals, and has at present 200 members.

Temperance Society.— An association of this name commenced
here in 1829, and was regularly organized in 1830. Its great cham-
pion and most indefatigable advocate was William Cruickshank, a
coal carter in the place, who devoted himself with uncommon ener-
gy to the cause. He delivered several lectures to crowded audien-
ces, consisting of all classes in the town. Possessed of considerable
reading, a strong and ready memory, great command of language,
variety and force of illustration, he produced at the time a very
powerful impression. The society now contains upwards of 1000
members. That drunkenness is an evil of wide and increasing
prevalence, admits of no manner of doubt. Whether temperance
socieéties, restricting the number of licenses to venders of whisky,
a tax upon ardent spirits, or whether a moral remedy is to be
looked for to effect a cure, we cannot tell ; but that some measure
is necessary, few who have reflected on the subject will be dis~
posed to deny. The able advocate of the society here, whom we
have mentioned, has himself exhibited the practical benefits of
temperance. After receiving and accepting invitations to plead
the cause in many parts of Scotland and England, he has long
since left his original employment, and has lately been appointed
a preacher to a meeting of Wesleyan Methodists at Leeds.

Reading-rooms.— A splendid reading-room haslately been open-
ed near the harbour, called the Exchange Coffee-room. It is at-
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tended by about 400 subscribers, its terms being L. 1, 5s. a-year.
A reading-room has been provided by Messrs J. and W. Brown,
for the work-people in their spinning-mills.

Newspapers, &c.—Two newspapers are published weekly in the
town,—the Advertiser and Constitutional,—the former on Friday,
afid the latter on Tuesday. There is also at present a monthly pub-
lication called the Presbyterian Magazine.

Infirmary.—In 1782, the late Dr Small and Mr Stewart, sur-
geon, established a Dispensary. The success of this, and the in-
creasing wants of the population, led to the erection of the pre-
sent infirmary. Subscriptions and collections for this purpose were
obtained in Dundee and the neighbouring parishes. The founda-
tion stone was laid in 1794, and the house opened for the recep-
tion of patients in 1798. In this good work, great exertions were
made by the late Mr David Jobson of Haugh-head. The infir-
mary receives at present thirty patients, besides those in fever ; the
patients being of all country parishes which make an annual collec-
tion for its support; and many of the poor in Dundee receive me-
dical attendance and medicines in their houses. The expenses of
the house are upwards of L. 1000 a-year, and are made up by sub-
scriptions, collections, and occasional legacies.

Lunatic Asylum.—The success of the infirmary gave rise to the
lunatic asylum. Several benevolent individuals began by solicit-
ing subscriptions,—the first name on the list being that of Lord
Panmure, the then member for the county. The foundation stone -
was laid in 1812, in an airy and commanding situation to the north-~
east of the town. The house was opened for the reception of pa-
tients in 1820, and upwards of 120 are at present confined within
its.walls. In the erection and management of this asylum, the ex-
ertions of Mr David Blair of Cookstone deserve to be recorded.
As a tribute to his services, a subscription was raised in 1830, and
a full length portrait of him obtained, painted by Mr Colvin Smith,
and now placed in the house.

The propriety or safety of affording religious instruction to the
inmates of the asylum was for some time a matter of doubt and
discussion. The experiment, however, was made, (as it has been
in other places,) and with complete success. The members of
the Presbytery officiated at first in rotation. The service was hail-
ed by the desolate worshippers as giving them at once pleasure and
peace ; the prayers, and especially the praise,-seemed to renew in
some of them a tie long snapped, which connected them again

4
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with their early associations. So convinced were the directors of
the benefit arising from the measure, that they have appointed a
regular chaplain, a preacher of the Church of Scotland, who con-
ducts the service every Lord’s day. The average number of 100
during the year have attended his ministrations.

Savirngs Bank.— A bank for savings was established in June 1815.
In November 1831, the deposits amounted to L. 8312, 7s. 8d. and
the number of depositors to 1217. During that year, L. 6384,
19s. 9d. was received, and L. 6254, 8s. 7d. withdrawn. The in- -
terest paid is three per cent.; and any sum is received, from 1s. to
L.9. The persons who lodge money in this bank are generally
from the working-classes.

Friendly Societies.— There areabout 20 Friendlysocieties; and no
example of persons receiving support from them becoming paupers.

Poor.—During the year ending at February 1832, the follow~
ing sums have been collected for the support of the poor:

Collections in Established churchea, . L.660 0 O
Proclamation dues, - - 160 0 0
Feu-duties and ground mnunl, - - 130 0 O
Rents of land, - - - - 152 0 0
Interest of money, - - - - 2% 00
Panpers’ effects, - - - - 400
Assessment, - - . - - 2000 0 0

L.31% 0 O

The average number of paupers receiving assistance during the
same period (exclusive of temporary supplies, board for children,
clothing, &c.) is 744. 'They have been paid L. 2057, 9s. 6d. or
1s. 03d. each a-week. Twenty-seven patients in the lunatic asylum
cost the parish for board L. 380.

The seceding and other chapels have contributed during the
last year the following sums for the support of their own poor.

Independent Chapel, (Mr Russell), - L.102 0,0
Old Scotch Baptist Do. - - - 75 0 0
Mr Fraser's do. - - - - 25 0 0
Mr Duncan’s do. - - - - 10 0 O
School-Wynd do. - - - - 8 00
Mr Aitken's do. - - - - 2 0 0
St Paul’s do. - - - - - 30 00
Glassite Chapel, - - - - 180 0 O

L.476 0 0
Several mortifications* connected with the town afford bursaries

to children, or small sums to persons in reduced circumstances.

® These Mortifications are under the patronage of the town-council, the kirk-ses-
sion, private individuals, or certain ministers or magistrates, ez officlis,—ar several of
these combined.
FORFAR. D
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By Mr Webster’s bequest, (already-mentioned,) thirty boys, (ex-
clusive of those at the academy,) and as many girls, receive, the
boys L.2, and the girls L. 1, 10s. each a-year, for the purposes
of education. The trustees on this charity are, the provost of the
burgh, James Webster of Balmuir, Sir D. Wedderburn, Mr R.
Graham, merchant in London, Mr D. Wedderburn of Percy, Dr
Stormonth, and Mr C. Kerr. Captain Ramsay’s mortification, in
1774, affords to eight ’boys, two of them L. 6, 10s. each, and six
of them L. 4 each, and to three aged persons, L. 5 each annually.
This same individual also bequeathed the interest of L. 20, for the
preaching of a sermon yearly, on the ¢ Wonders of Divine Provi-
dence;” the preachers to be the ministers of the presbytery of
Dundee in rotation. This sermon has only been three times
preached; and the money bequeathed amounts now to L.73. Bailie
William Roger’s mortification, in 16858, gives to seven bursars, for
four years, L.4 each annually, and L. 8, 6s. 8d. as apprentice fee.
By Guthrie’s bequest, in 1674, thirty-eight bursars have about
L. 3 each yearly; and by James Pullar’s mortification, in 1804,
the capital sum of L. 3000 affords annually L. 10 to the infirmary,
L. 5 to the poor of the nine trades, and the same sum to the poor
of the parish,—the remaining annualrent being for the mainte-
nance and education of ten poor boys, and the support of as many
old men or women. By Dr John Brown’s mortification, in 1768,
twenty bursars receive to an amount not exceeding L. 6 each a-year,
and the boys L.8 as an apprentice fee. The widows’ fund, begun
by the spouse of Bailie William Roger, and increased by others, af-
fords to thirty-two widows 1s. 6d. a week ; and Anderson’s bequest
gives the same sum to twelve old men. By Whyte’s mortification,
twenty-two bursars receive L.5 a-year,—the original patrons
still acting, being Messrs James Jobson and Andrew Pitcairn.
We shall state only the sums paid yearly for education, &c. by
other five mortifications :— Steven’s, L. 70; Constable’s, L. 112;
George Brown’s, L. 60; Ferguson’s, L.50; and Halyburton’s,
(for maiden ladies of respectable families,) L. 41.

The following are the payments made yearly to charities, or the
support of members, by another classof institutions: The Hospital,*

* The Hospital of Dundee was founded several centuries ago by the Earl of Craw-
ford and Lyndsay, who bequeathed, for the maintenance of the poor citizens of Dun-
dee, certain buildings upon the site of the old academy at the foot of South Tay Street,
and some yearly rents to be used in maintaining them, as a Poor-House, or Maison
Dien.  This establishment was afterwards augmented by bequests and donations

from other individuals ; and Queen Mary, in 1567, granted to the Hospital of Dun-
dee, the lands, tenements, &c. belonging to the Dominican and Franciscan Friars
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L. 515; Seaman’s Fraternity, L.1500; Guildry, L.200; Maltmen,
L.56; Nine Tradesabout L.700; and three United Trades, L. 133,
Three benevolent societies distribute to the poor, yearly, as follows:
The Indigent Sick Society, L. 160; the Female Society, L. 190;
and the Clothing Society, L..40. Notwithstanding of all these and
other resources, such as Grieve’s mortification, (which maintains a
patient in the lunatic asylum) and much private charity, and not-
withstanding, too, that employment is at present readily procured,
the assessment for the year ending February 1833 is L. 2500 ;
and for the year ending February 1834, it has advanced to L. 4000.
The whole sum given annually, at present, for charitable purposes
in Dundee, arising from assessment, collections, dues, subscrip-
tions, mortifications, and corporations, (exclusive of what is expend-
ed by religious societies,) does not amount to less than L. 11,000.
In addition to the endowments already-mentioned, it may be re-
corded, that Mrs Gibson of Edinburgh has this year placed L. 100
in the hands of the magistrates; the interest to be applied for the
preaching of a sermon yearly against cruelty to the brute creation.
Jail.—The Jail of Dundee is, and has been for many years, al-
together inadequate to the wants of the town. It forms part of
the present Town-House ; and has room neither for the classifica-
tion of prisoners, nor the insuring of their health. It will not do
to allow the means we employ to correct vice to become nurseries
forit. The administration of the law ought to be for the moral im~
provement of the people ; and the personal comfort even of the most
worthless is not to be unnecessarily destroyed. At present there
are sixty-three persons in confinement, besides children ; eight for
debt, and the rest for crime. A new jail, however, we have no
doubt, will soon be built. The magistrates, who have the superin-
tendence, have been accustomed to do every thing in their power,
consistent with safety, to promote the health of the prisoners.
The Gaelic minister has been employed for many years back to
officiate in the jail weekly as chaplain, *
and Grey Sisters, consisting of the present burying-ground, and monastie buildings
to the south, Serres-haugh, or Manorgons-Croft, now Hospital-ward, part of the pre-
sent meadows and adjoining ground. From certain old records it would appear, that
the lands and revenues of the hospital were once much more extensive and valuable
than now. [t is not above seventy years since dccayed burgesses resided in the hos-
pital. The minister of the Cross church officiated to the establishment ; and he still
receives part of his stipend from the funds of the institution. It has since been found
more wise to distribute the funds to persons residing in their own houses.
® Means have been taken of late to obtain a new jail and bridewell ; and while we

revise this statement, (in December 1833,) preparation is making to fit up part of
the old steeple as a temporary receptacle for the prisoners.
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In the administration of justice, Dundee has obtained a great
boon by the appointment, a-few years ago, of a sheriff-substitute.
Formerly litigants and others aggrieved were compelled to resort to
Forfar, the county town, a distance of fourteen miles. Consider-
ing our population, the presence of a local judge is of great im-
portance; and the present sheriff, Mr Irving Henderson (as was
the case with his predecessor), is an advocate of most respectable
standing at the Scottish Bar.

Inns.—There are three principal inns in Dundee, besides a
number of respectable taverns. The whisky shops are most nu-
merous and pernicious.

Fuel—The fuel used in Dundee is coal, Scotch and English.
It is calculated that 30,000 bolls of Alloa coals are yearly consum-
ed by the steam-engines alone; 20,000 more of Scotch coal, and
100,000 of English coal, by private families. Taking these at 4s.
a boll, the price will amount to L. 35,000 a-year. -

MiscCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

Of late years the progress of improvement, especially in manu-
facturing towns, has been rapid beyond all former experience ; and
perhaps a better illustration of this can nowhere be found than in
Dundee. Inlooking to the public works, the harbour, seminaries,
spinning-mills, and opening of new streets,—the greater number
of them have been undertaken within the last few years ; and there
seems scarcely a limit, except change of trade, to the advancement
and prosperity of the town. . Nor in the midst of public measures
have more minute details been neglected. The rough pavement
of our streets, which formerly seemed only of use for proving the
springs of carriages, or affording exercise to the invalid within, is
giving way to the system of Macadam ;* and our burying-ground,
which lately presented an aspect gloomy to the eye, and uncom-
fortable to the foot, has been beautified with walks and shrubs; so
that the stranger lingers in this lone repository of the dust of many
generations, and the mourner may be seen planting or tending

® Our representative in Parliament, Sir Henry Parnell, has just published a vo-
lume on road-making, containing great and varied information, in which he contro-
verts some of the principles of Macadam. The plan recommended by Sir Henry is
that employed by Mr Telford in constructing the Holyhead road and others. It con-
sists in ¢ making a regular bottom of rough close-set pavement,” and then a coating
of broken stones added. Sir Henry describes the New Highgate Archway Road,
which passes through a wet soil, as having a foundation of Roman cement and gra-

vel, in place of pavement. The advantages of the plan recommended by Sir Henry
are solidity, and consequent ease of traction, besides being dicr, especially after frosts.
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flowers over the ashes of those she deplores. The example of
this ought to influence those in other parishes who allow the rest-
ing-place of the departed to remain covered with a desolation which
is loathsome and sickening to the imagination and the heart.
Why should they who believe in the immortality of the soul and
the resurrection of the body, be rebuked in this respect even by
the savage, and not love and honour the place where the ashes of
their dead repose ? v
In concluding this account of the parish of Dundee, it seems un-
necessary to add any farther remarks of our own, To draw a compa-
rison betwixt what it is now, and what it was forty years ago, when
the last Report was published, would almost be to repeat what we
have written. Its population has been more than doubled; its cha-
rities have risen from L. 1900 to L. 7000; its shipping has increas-
ed fourfold; and its linen trade been almost entirely called into ex-
.istence. But the reverse side of the picture must not be conceal-
ed. The assessment for the poor has advanced tenfold. In 1791
it was L.400; it is now L. 4000. This, perhaps, is an evil inse-
parable from prosperous communities. The poor generally flock
to, or are rapidly increased in them ; and where multitudes are ga-
thered together at various employments, example does not always
favour economy, industry, and virtue. Nor is it easy, amidst the
spirit of enterprise which is abroad, to suggest any improvement for
the town, which is not in the course of being attempted. A new Jail
and Bridewell, or perhaps House of Refuge, a supply of water, and a
new burying-ground—the present one being fearfully over-crowded,
—aregenerally believed to beindispensably necessary; and measures,
as before intimated, are in progress to procure them. In population,
manufactures, and trade; in the luxury and comfort which prevail,
Dundee has perhaps advanced faster than any similar town in the
kingdom. There are men alive in it who remember when its po-
pulation was only one-fifth of what it is now; when its harbour
was a crooked wall, often inclosing but a few fishing or smuggling
craft ; when its spinning-mills were things unknown and unthought
of ; and its trade hardly worthy of the name. And curious would it
be could we anticipate the future, and tell what will be its state,
when another generation shall have passed away, and other hands
shall perhaps be called to prepare a record of its progress or decline.

Drawn up in 1832— Revised Dec. 1833.



PARISH OF
MAINS AND STRATHMARTINE.

PRESBYTERY OF DUNDEE, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. DAVID CANNAN, D.D. MINISTER.

I.—TorocraPHY AND NaTuraL HisTory.

Name, Boundaries, §c.— THE original.name of Mains was Strath-
dighty ; and no name could have been more descriptive, the parish
being in the form of a valley or strath, and the rivulet of Dighty
running through its whole length, and dividing it into nearly two
equal parts. It appears to have been afterwards called the Mains
of Fintry, the castle of that name being the principal object in the
parish. The church and manse adjoining were considered perti-
nents, and were designated accordingly. For a number of years
past, the parish has been called by the name of Mains.

It is not very clear how the name of Strathmartine came to be
applied to the other parish. There is an erect stone on the north
side of it called Martin’s Store ; and there is a traditionary story
that this was erected in memory of a hero of the name of Mar-
tin, who killed a dragon which had devoured nine maidens. It is
probable that the whole parish derived its name from this person-
age, and was called Martin’s Valley or Strath.

The united parish is six miles long, and from one to three broad,
and contains about twelve square miles. A part of the parish of
Murroes is said to belong to it quoad sacra ; but it is probable that
no other annexation took place than that the people preferred to
attend the church of Mains, as more convenient for them in respect
of distance than their own.

The parish is bounded by Dundee on the south, Liff and Auch-
terhouse on the west, Tealing on the north, and Murroes and
Dundee on the east.

Topographical Appearances— The rising grounds on each side
are nearly all cultivated ; they scarcely deserve the name of hills,
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and are not 400 feet above the level of the sea. The valley has al-
ways been considered a pleasant spot, affording a diversified land-
scape of considerable richness and beauty.

Climate.—As the valley extends to the sea, it is subject to
casterly winds and fogs, and the harvest is not so early, nor is
the climate so genial, as in some of the inland parts of the country.
The Dighty, being the most considerable stream of water in the
vicinity of Dundee, is used as a powerful engine in different ma-
nufactures; but since public works have been erected in the parish,
the picture of pastoral life has been withdrawn, and the eye of the
spectator is presented with a busy scene of human industry, and of
the arts brought into practical operation for the benefit of man..
There are few improvements that are not accompanied with some
mixture of evil; volumes of smoke are now seen issuing from en-
gines along the whole line of the valley ; the bleachfields have ren-
dered the water unfit for the use of cattle and for domestic purposes;
the fish have disappeared; the fumes emitted from the works are
offensive to travellers, but still more to those residing on the spot,
whose first sensation in the morning when they awake is that of the
dilation of their lungs from a mixture of muriatic acid and chlorine
gas. The health of the inhabitants, however, does not seem to be
impaired ; nor are they peculiarly subject to fever or any other
disease.

Hydrography.—The Dighty, the only stream of water in the
parish, rises from two lakes in the parish of Lundie, and running
with somewhat of a uniform declivity, falls into the sea, near the
bar of the River Tay, in the parish of Monifieth; its whole course
not exceeding fifteen miles. It seldom overflows its banks, nor does
it fall so low in dry weather as many streams of greater magnitude.

As the branches or small rivulets that run into the Dighty are
often dry in summer, and the water in the river itself adulterat-
ed, and rendered unfit for ordinary use, pit wells have become ne-
cessary, not only for the accommodation of houses and farms, but
frequently for the benefit of grass-fields.

There were formerly some bogs and marshes in the parish; but
they have now all been drained, and only a few traces of them can
be distinguished. There is only one spring that claims to be no-
ticed. Itis called Sinavey, and issues from the crevice of a perpen-
dicular rock at the castle of Mains. It fills the whole aperture
even in the driest weather, and consequently suffers no diminution.
The water is considered in the neighbourhood as peculiarly sweet
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and salubrious. It has not as yet been analyzed with any correct-
ness. .

Geology.— The greater part of the parish abounds with strata
of gray slate ; the direction of which is chiefly to the north-west,
and the dip an angle from 20° to 25° with the horizon. Beds of
trap, however, are frequently interspersed, and the different knolls
on the elevated situations are composed of that rock. The soil is
almost entirely black loam, incumbent on rock, gravel, or clay. It
abounds in alluvial deposits; and there are numerous ridges ad-
joining the Dighty which are masses of gravel or pure sand.

The land is of ordinary fertility, and its situation near the har-
bour and town of Dundee affords the means of high cultivation.
With the exception of some pieces of moor and rocky knolls, which
are generally planted, it is all under the plough; and few oppor-
tunities remain of observing what plants are indigenous to the
soil.

IL—CiviL HisTory.

Historical Notices.—The union of the parishes of Mains and
Strathmartine took place in the year 1799. The object of uniting
these parishes was to lessen the pressure of the parochial burdens
to the heritors, and to augment the living of the clergyman. A
central church and manse was built soon after the union was effect-
ed; and adjoining them a piece of land was allotted to the minis~
ter in lieu of the former glebes; and though the two schoolmasters
continue, and there be now three burying-grounds, in all other
respects the parishes are regarded as one.

There are few historical events connected with the parish that
have been preserved, and probably few that, if recorded, would be of
much interest to the general reader. The present proprietors have
acquired their lands in recent times; and any events that might be
memorable in the lives of their forefathers, will fall to be recorded
elsewhere. The chief proprietor for some centuries was Graham of
Fintry. He was originally a cadet of the house of Montrose, and ac-
quired his property in this parish and county by his marriage with
a daughter of the Earl of Angus. His landsin this parish are now
held by Mr Erskine of Linlathen, and the mausoleum in the
church-yard is the only vestige of the ancient possessor. It may
not be improper to mention, that Claverhouse, the residence of
" Lord Dundee, is likewise situate in this parish, and that an edi-
fice, in the form of a ruin, has lately been erected on the site of
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his mansion, by his lineal male descendant, Mr Webster, former-
ly Graham of Bilmuir.

Two obelisks, and some vestiges of a Roman camp, are the on-
" ly objects that excite the curiosity of the antiquary.

Parochial Register.— The register of Strathmartine does not ex-
tend farther back than the year 1783. The school-house having
accidentally caught fire at that time, the parish records were con-
sumed. The parish register of Mains commences with the year
16338, and for a considerable time all the miscellaneous transac-
tions of cash, as well as baptisms and marriages, and the nume-
rous cases of discipline, which were carefully taken up and minutely
examined at that period, are recorded promiscuously, as the events
occurred, in one volume. From the nature of the offences that
were subjected to public censure, and the examination of the wit-
nesses, much information may be obtained concerning the mo-
rals, habits, and customs of the people. Incidental information is
likewise procured concerning the state of agriculture. It may be
true, that parochial discipline has relaxed as the people have be-
come more refined; but the cases reported in this register do not
give us a favourable view of the morals of the seventeenth century.

IIL.—PoruLATION.

In 1801, the population of the umwdpamhes amounted to - 1442
1811, - - - - - - 1738
1821, - - - - - - - 1779
1831, - 2011

If the register of baptlsms has been con'ectly kept, (and there is
evidence that it has not been neglected,) we may calculate pretty
nearly what has been the population of Mains for the space of
two centuries. The number of baptisms in 1636 amounted to
24 ; in 1685, t033; in 1734, to31; in 1783, to 19; andin 1832,
to 31. It is probable that the parish, after the middle of the se-
venteenth century, reached to its present amount of population ;
and that, after the middle of the eighteenth century, it reached its
lowest point of depression. It is admitted, that, after the Union,
Scotland did not flourish for more than half a century. The ca-
" pital engaged in trade was of trifling amount, and, by the suppres-
sion of the Scottish Parliament, no small proportion of the rental
of the kingdom being spent in England, labourers were thrown out
of employment, and the spirit of improvement was restrained.
When commerce began to flourish, agriculture revived; farms
were enlarged ; cottagers, finding that higher wages could be ob-
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tained in manufacturing labour, removed into towns, and the di-
vision of labour effected a more complete separation between our
town and country population.

The yearly average of births in the united parish for the last
seven years is 50; of deaths, 17 ; of marriages, 27. 'The average
number of persons under fifteen years of age is 766 ; upwards of
seventy, 41.

The number of unmarried men, bachelors and widowers, up-
wards of fifty years of age, is 13; and of unmarried women upwards
of forty-five, 6. The number of children in each family is from
4 to 5. 'There are two insane persons in conﬁnement There is
also one fatuous, and one blmd.

The number of families in the parish is 354; whereof 89 are
chiefly employed in agriculture, and 204 in trade, manufactures,
and handicraft.

Land-owners.— The number of proprietors of land of the yearly
value of L. 50 is ten. Only Sir John Ogilvy, Baronet, of Inverquha-
rity, and Mr Laird of Strathmartine, have mansion-houses in the
parish ; and at the present time there is not a resident proprietor.

Character, Manners, &c. of the People—A considerable im-
provement has taken place in the language of the people within the
last forty years. Many Scottish phrases are becoming obsolete; and
a number oftrades-people speak English with considerable propriety.
The low price of cotton and other stuffs has enabled the people to
effect a great improvement in their dress. Their houses, with few
exceptions, are white-washed in the inside, once, and many of them
twice a-year; and there is an appearance of comfort wherever there
are habits of industry or virtuous conduct. It would have been satis-
" factory to add, that there was also an improvement in morals, and
in the discharge of religious duties; but, while there are many in-
stances of zeal and real piety among the labouring classes, it must
be admitted, that there is also much coldness and neglect.

The introduction of bothies, or apartments where servants are
lodged by themselves, though advantageous in an economical point
of view, has an opposite effect in regard to moral and intellectual
improvement. The natural intercourse that subsists between the
members of the same family ought to be very cautiously interfered
with, or the young will inevitably suffer. A boy, when training to
the labour of husbandry, and lodged in the same apartment with
others of riper years, has often to listen to conversation which is
but an indifferent substitute for parental instruction, prudent dis-
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cipline, and affectionate reproof. In dothies attached to manufac-
turing establishments, the evil is felt more severely, as the number
of inmates is greater; and, being assembled from a greater dis-
tance, their modes of life are more varied, and bad example is
more forcible and pernicious.

The food of the male servants engaged in husbandry is a week-
ly allowance of milk and oatmeal ; while, among tradesmen, fish,
butcher-meat, pork of their own rearing, sugar, and tea, are in con-
stant use. No article of food has increased so much in consump-
tion as potatoes, which now constitute the chief sustenance of the
poorer classes for one-half of the year.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.—The whole extent of land
in the parish is about 7063 imperial acres. Of moor, rocky knolls,
and steep banks that cannot be ploughed, there are 144 acres.
A considerable part of the latter might no doubt be cultivated,
but the capital at present would not be profitably laid out. There
is scarcely any natural wood in the parish; but the number of
acres planted is 436. A considerable proportion of this wood is
fir and oak, planted on ground unfit for tillage; and the thin-
ning of the firs as they advance in growth is certainly too much
neglected. The extent of ground occupied by roads, water-cour-
ses, houses, gardens, fences, plantations, moor, &c. is about 830
acres,—so that the amount of acres in actual cultivation is 6183,

The parish is well-wooded ; hedge-rows are generally found on
the boundaries of fields; and the gentlemen’s seats are adorned
with thriving plantations. On moors of inferior soils the larch is
not found to live above thirty or forty years. All the ordinary
sorts of forest trees have been planted. The easterly winds, how- -
ever, seem rather adverse to their growth. At one glance it can
be observed that the beech is the most prosperous. There is a
beech on an eminence at the castle of Mains seventeen feet in
girth, a foot and a-half above the level of the ground, and, when
in foliage, the appearance of its head is truly majesticc. The
names of numerous visitors are cut out on its trunk and branches.
Its age is unknown. It is probable, however, that it has withstood
the blasts and hurricanes of nearly two centuries.

Rent of Land.—The average rent of cultivated land is nearly
L.2,10s. per acre ; but in this calculation is included a considerable
extent of moorish ground, which has not been a long time in cul-
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tivation. The old infield is let at L. 8, 5s; but there are fields
which, if let by themselves, would not yield more than 12s. or 14s.
per acre, and obviously do not pay the expenses of their improve-
ment.

Rate of Wages, §c.— The average rate of wages during the year
for malesemployed in husbandry is L. 12 ; for females L. 6, inclusive
of board. Labourers, without victuals, receive 1s. 8d. per day in
summer, and 1s. 6d. in winter: Masons, carpenters, &c. 2s. 6d. in
summer, and 2s. in winter. Artisans, however, are now seldom
paid by the day, but contract for different pieces of work. A plough
will cost L. 8, 3s., a cart L. 14, the shoeing of a farm-horse for a
year 12s.

Husbandry.—The usual period of a lease is now only nineteen
years. The character of the husbandry of the parish is derived
from its vicinity to the populous town of Dundee, where abun-
dance of manure can be procured, and where a ready sale is found
for grass, turnips, and potatoes. The crop that yields the highest
price is the most extensively cultivated, though the rules of good
husbandry should be for a while suspended. A rotation of, 1.
oats ; 2. turnips or potatoes ; 3. barley or wheat ; 4. grass—was for
sometime commonly adopted. This rotation is now abandoned,
and the land allowed either to remain above one year in grass, or
the cropping is otherwise extended, so as to prevent the necessity
of sowing with grass every fourth year. Some of the farmers, in-
stead of selling their crops to the Dundee cow-feeders, have ex-
tensive dairies themselves ; and several persons reside in the parish
who have no land, but keep a number of cows, and are every day
busily employed in conveying the crops they have purchased from
the neighbouring farmers to their abodes, and again, in disposing
of the produce of their dairies among the inhabitants of Dundee.

A large extent of waste ground has been reclaimed within the
last sixty years. About the year 1772, Mr Graham of Fintry
began to improve an extensive waste in the neighbourhood of
Dundee ; and in 1790, Admiral Laird was actively employed in
various improvements on the estate of Strathmartine; and the
plantations which he reared, particularly on the higher grounds,
enrich the landscape, improve the climate, and afford a useful
supply of timber for agricultural purposes. The agriculture of
the parish remains very much in the same state to which it was
raised by the high prices of grain during the war. The land may
be said to be all drained; and yet a little is still done in this
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way every year, to render the operation more complete. Most of
the fields are inclosed with stone dikes and hedges; and the farm-
buildings are in tolerable repair; but it cannot be said, that in the
last twenty years either houses or fences have been in any respect
improved.

The parish, however, has not suffered so much by the fall in
the price of grain as many others. The great increase and pros-
perity of the town of Dundee has afforded a ready market for
green crops; and there has not been a failure among the tenants
during the existing leases.

Quarries.—Perhaps there is no part of the country better sup-
plied with stone for every useful purpose than this district. Quar-
ries abound everywhere, furnishing stones well adapted for every
kind of building and inclosure ; and if the roads be not in excel-
lent repair, it is not from the want of the best materials.

In stating the gross amount of the raw produce raised in the
parish, it is not easy to approach to anything like exactness.
The quantity of produce, the price, and mode of cropping, vary in
different years. The following statement, however, may give a
general view of the subject to the reader:—

1236 acres of oats at L.7, - - L.8652 0 0
809 —— barley at L. 8, - - 6472 0 0
404} wheat at L. 11, - - 444910 0
618 —— turnipsat L. 8, - - 494 0 0
618 ——— potatoes at L. 10, - - 6180 0 0

1236 new grass at L. 6, - - 7416 0 O

1236 pasture, at L. 2, 10s. - 309 0 0
Uncultivated pasture, - - 3 00

Pasture in woods, - - - 7210 0

Thinning of woods, - - - 210 0 O

Produce of gardens, - - - 192 0 0

Total value of raw produce, - L.41,714 0 O

Manufactures—It has already been remarked, that the water
of the Dighty is’employed as a powerful auxiliary in the Dundee
manufactures. Every fall that it affords is occupied with ma-
chinery ; and three-fourths of the population of the parish are
employed in works that have been established on its banks., There
are four bleachfields, two of which are of great extent, and four
flax spinning-mills; and the machinery of the whole of these
works is partly driven by steam. Besides the yarn that is clean-
ed at the bleachfield, there are other five mills of inferior con-
struction, where yarn is washed and prepared for the loom. There
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are two flour-mills, one of which, built two years ago by the Baker
Corporation of Dundee, is of large dimensions, and in which steam
is used in aid of the water-power. Several of the oatmeal-mills
were displaced to make way for these manufacturing establish-
ments ; five of them, however, yet remain, which, being better
constructed than formerly, are quite sufficient for manufacturing all
the oatmeal consumed in the neighbourhood. A saw-mill, and
several of the thrashing-mills are likewise driven by water.

The hours of labour in the spinning-mills are from six in the
morning to eight in the evening: the hours at the bleachfields
are from six in the morning to seven in the evening; and in both
cases two intervals during the day are allowed for meals. The
work at the bleachfields cannot be considered as very heavy, as
the materials to be moved are light, and the labour, in general,
performed in the open air. There are, however, sometimes extra
hours of working ; but the wages are increased in proportion to the
time employed ; and while this labour is optional, it is expected
that only the strong and healthy will engage in it.

Though the wages given at the public works furnish the means
of procuring the necessaries of life, and employment to those who
may not be engaged in agricultural labour,—though a ready mar-
ket be thus afforded for the produce of the soil, and the wealth
of the country be greatly increased,—it is very questionable whe-
ther these advantages be not counterbalanced by greater and very
‘obvious evils. The Irish and Highlanders that are sometimes
employed at the bleachfields are not of such habits as to improve
public morals.

V:—ParocHiAaL EcoNnomy.

Market Town.— As the parish reaches to the outskirts of Dun-
dee, it is conveniently situate in regard to a market town. It is
to Dundee that all the produce of the parish is carried for sale;
and it is there that all the articles required by the parishioners are
purchased. Besides the two market days, Tuesday and Friday,
there is an intercourse every day with the town. The articles of ma-
nufacture are constantly passing from the one place to the other ;
labourers from Dundee are employed every day at public works ;
children from the parish attend the seminaries in town ; and coun-
try lodgings in this parish were at one time eagerly sought after by
the inhabitants of the town during the summer months.

Means of Corn_munication.—'}‘hree turnpike roads pass through
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the parish, in length nearly eight and a half miles. On the one,
leading from Dundee to Forfar, there are several public coaches.
There is likewise a railway from Dundee to the fertile vale of
Strathmore, undertaken in the memorable year 1825, and since
executed at an expense of nearly L. 100,000. At present it ter-
minates on its entrance into the Strath ; and, as there is no trade
in the district to which it reaches, it is not supposed that it can be
a profitable concern until branches be formed to the nearest towns.
In the meantime, it has opened up some excellent quarries, which
supply the town and neighbourhood with stones at a cheaper rate
than formerly. There are nine bridges over the Dighty, all of
which are of small dimensions.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church is conveniently situate near
the centre of the parish, and none of the inhabitants are distant
fromitabove threemiles. It wasbuiltin the year 1800; and contains
900 sitters. 'There are twenty-eight free sittings in it. When it
was built, it was thought to be too large for the parish, and some
space was left unoccupied. Seats to accommodate 100 persons
have been lately erected by the kirk-session; and are let annually
at the rate of two shillings to each sitter. The manse was built
in 1801, is commodious, and kept in a good state of repair.

The new glebe consists of twenty-two acres imperial, and might
let for L. 3 per acre.

The stipend consists of 3b. 2. 1 p. 2 lip. wheat; 63b. 2f. 1 p.
barley; 106 b. 1f. 1 p. 2lip. meal ; L. 72, 0s. 2,%d. ; and the teinds
are exhausted. The total yearly amount of stipend, on an average
of the last seven years, converted to money, is L.251 Sterling.

There is only one place of worship in the parish. Many of
the labourers at the public works have no fixed residence, and
spend the Sundays with their friends in Dundee or elsewhere.
The number of families belonging to the Established Church is
328, and of Dissenters 32. Two of these Dissenters are Irishmen,
who have married natives of the parish, and are Roman Catholics.
There are no Episcopalians at present. The parish church has
hitherto been well attended, and the average number of communi-
cants is 720.

There is an annual collection for the Dundee Infirmary, which
gives free admission to all the sick-poor of the parish. There is
also an annual collection for religious purposes. The amount of
such collections is generally about L. 10 a-year.

Education.— There are two parochial schools; and two parochial
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schoolmasters, who have all the emoluments and accommodations
which the law requires. Practical mathematics, Latin, and some-
times French and Greek, are taught. Each of the schoolmasters
has the maximum salary, L. 34, 4s. 4]d., and handsome dwelling-
houses of two stories, lately built.

The average amount of school fees received by the schoolmaster
at Strathmartine is L. 30 ; at Mains, L. 40 a-year. The yearly
expense of a scholar for learning merely to read is 10s.; when
writing is added, the expense is 14s.; with the addition of arith-
metic it is L. 1. The charge for Latin is L. 1, 10s.

There are no persons belonging to the parish that cannot read,
and few that cannot write ; but there are about sixteen children
employed in the spinning-mills, some of whom have not been
taught, and others can read very imperfectly. There is also a
female school endowed by Dowager Lady Ogilvy, and two others,
chiefly for sewing, taught by females. A subscription school in the
parish of Dundee accommodates a few children who are farthest
distant from the school of Mains; but, in general, the distance
from the schools is attended with little inconvenience.

Poor.—The average number of persons receiving parochial aid
is 28; but the greater number of them have families. The al-
lowances vary from L. 2 to L. 10 yearly. Four orphan children
receive L.22, 2s. besides clothes. L.16 is paid yearly to the
Dundee Lunatic Asylum.

Annual amount of collections at the church for behoof of the poor, L. 82 1 1
B — dues of hearse and mortcloths, . 916 9
seat rents, . . . . . 14 4 0

———————————— interest of money, . . . . 19 9 6
— ——————"fines, . . . . . 019 1
—— — beadle’s house rent, . . . . 810 0
—_— contributed by heritors, . . . 911 0
L.13911 5

There is certainly less aversion in the public mind to receive
public aid than there was fifty yearsago. With many, however, the
spirit of independence is not yet broken, and some are ready to
submit cheerfully to much inconvenience, rather than endure the
degradation of receiving public charity. In this parish some coals
are supplied gratis to the poor at the new year.

Fairs.—There are two fairs held in the parish: one on the
26th of August, the other on the 15th of September. Sheep,
cattle, and horses, are exposed at these fairs; and servants are en-
gaged. The dues of one of the fairs belong to the town of Dundee ;

4
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the dues of the other to Lord Douglas; and disputes are settled
by persons appointed by his Lordship.

Ale, .— There are six small alehouses in the parish, three
of which are toll-houses. They are felt as a great nuisance to the
sober and industrious part of the population.

Fuel—Coals from Sunderland, imported at Dundee, are the
only fuel used in the parish; and the carriage by water is not a
heavy addition to the expense. '

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

Since the last Statistical Account was written, many changes of
much impértance have taken place in the parish. The increase of
population has been in the manufacturing, and not in the agricul-
tural class. By the introduction of machinery and improved im-
plements, the manual labour employed in husbandry is gradually
diminishing ; and, notwithstanding the extent of ground that has
been reclaimed from barrenness, perhaps the number of agricul-
tural labourers was never smaller than at the present moment.

It is said in the last Statistical Account of Mains, that the
erection of the first spinning-mill was then scarcely completed.
Its history is not one of continued prosperity. Great profits
were occasionally realized, cherishing sanguine hopes, which were
blasted by sudden and extensive losses. The property has fre-
quently changed owners; and about twelve years ago, the works
were diverted from their original purposes, and now constitute a
part of the premises of the Claverhouse Bleaching Company. The
mills that were erected at a later period have undergone similar
changes. In the course of the last ten years, however, the linen
trade has been greatly increased ; improved machinery has been in-
troduced ; a much greater quantity of work has been performed ;
experience has taught us how former errors may be avoided ; the
mills have been greatly enlarged, and have been actively, and for the
most part profitably, employed.

The bleachfields have likewise been greatly increased and im-
proved. Not only has the linen trade been much extended ; but
a finer fabric of cloth is now manufactured. Improved modes of
bleaching have been adopted; and this branch of business is now
in such a flourishing state, that new works would be erected if they
were not opposed by the neighbouring proprietors as a public nui-
sance. Trade and manufactures have advanced more within the
vale of the Dighty, in the course of the last forty years, than they

FORFAR. ’ E '
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had done during the whole period that has elapsed since any of
our race settled on its banks. ,

The progress in agriculture has not been nearly so distinguish-
ed ; but here also the improvements have been many and valuable.
It is in this period that thrashing-mills have been introduced ; that
the land has been drained ; that the alternate husbandry has been
practised ; that wheat has been regularly cultivated; and there can
be no doubt that the culture of potatoes has increased from 70 to
80 per cent. Many of the inhabitants of Dundee take a piece of
ground from the farmers annually, plant, hoe, and take up their
potatoes themselves ; and the exercise is considered to be salutary
to those who are used to sedentary employments. It was former-
ly the custom, particularly among small farmers, to raise a quanti-
ty of flax annually, which the females were employed inspinning
during the winter months; and the cloth when manufactured, and
not used for household purposes, was sold, and constituted one of
the items of profit or of rent. The spinning-mills have abolished
this practice,—the sound of the wheel is no longer heard in the far-
mer’s dwelling,—for this good reason, that the cloth can be bought
at a cheaper rate than the former expense of spinning, which has
been reduced from 2s. to 2;d. per spindle. Females who formerly
gained their livelihood by spinning, have now taken to weaving,
and under certain restrictions, they do not suffer from the change
of employment.

There can be no doubt that our agriculture is susceptible of
much improvement. The great evil under which this parish is now
suffering, is the frequent repetition of the same crop on the same
soil. There is a steady demand in Dundee for turnips, potatoes,
and grass; and these crops, particularly the grass, have become
deficient from frequent repetition. Indeed clover is now so com-
monly a failure, that tares are not unfrequently sown as a substi-
tute. Turnips, potatoes, and sown grasses, have been introduced
at a comparatively recent period. The appearance of the whole
face of nature has thus been changed; and the value of the pro-
duce of the soil has increased to an extent that cannot be well con-
ceived.

December 1833.



PARISH OF PANBRIDE.

PRESBYTERY OF ARBROATH, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. DAVID TRAIL, D.D. MINISTER.

L—TorocraraY AND NATURAL HisTORY.

Name and Boundaries.—THE name of the; parish is evidently
connected with St Bridget; and it is more than probable that the
prefix Paa is derived, not from the Latin word fanum, a church,
as has been supposed by some, but from the Celtic word pallin or
ballin, signifying a town or hamlet. The historian Buchanan
accordingly calls the parish Balbride, which signifies St Bndes
town.

The parish is fully more than five miles long in the direction of
north-west to south-east, by about two broad. It is bounded by
the sea on the south; by the parishes of Barry and Monikie on
the west; by Carmyhe on the north; by Arbirlot on the north-east;
and by a detached part of St Vigeans on the south-east.

Topographical Appearances.—The general appearance of the
parish and immediate neighbourhood is rather flat than hilly; but
there is a considerable declivity for some miles from the north to
the south throughout the whole line of country between Dundee
and Arbroath. The sea shore, which bounds the parish, is flat
and very rocky, with a considerable accumulation of gravel along
the margin of the water, among which a variety of pebbles is to
be found fit for the lapidary.

It is evident, from the state of the coast in this quarter, that
formerly the ocean must have covered a great part of what is now
dry and solid land; for along our shores a succession of banks
may be traced, composed of sand and gravel; which must have been
the boundaries of the sea at different and probably very widely
separated periods. There are, indeed, a few partial inroads by the
sea at various places; but these are trifling, and must have been
occasioned merely by the dashing of the waves against the softer
banks during the storms of winter.
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Throughout the parish the soil varies considerably: it is light
and sandy on the coast: loam, and in some places approaching
to clay in the middle: and moorish, with a till bottom in the
northern extremity.

Hydrography.— There is one mineral spring of the chalybeate
kind in the parish, which might easily be formed into a well: but
little attention is paid to it; and it has never been much frequent-
ed, unless by persons in the immediate neighbourhood.

-Two small streams run through the parish, and unite about a
mile from the sea. In various places along their course, these ri-
vulets are bounded by pretty high rocks, from 25 to 50 feet, nearly
perpendicular.

Geology.— The range of the strata in the rocks above alluded to
is from N. W. to S. E. Therocks in this place, as well as those
on the sea-shore, are composed of soft sandstone, intermixed with
masses of very hard compact limestone. These are very durable,
and the weather seems to make no impression on them. Towards
the head of the parish, within the woods of Panmure, there is a
quarry of good hard freestone, which is fit for any purpose of ma-
sonry, and of a fine colour. At a little distance, slates and pave-
ment may also be got. It should be added, that the limestone is
not in such quantities as to render it worth quarrying; and that it
is not pure, yielding only about 75 per cent.

Botany.— The double flowering Geum, which I believe is a very
rare plant in most parts of Scotland, I have sometimes met with
on the banks of the rivulets which run through the parish. The
greater part of the more showy wild flowers which formerly adorn-
ed our fields have almost entirely disappeared. This is a proof that
the soil is now better cultivated, and cleared of those plants and
weeds which formed near half its produce about the middle of last
century, except on a few farms where the improved systemn of hus-
bandry had been introduced.

IL.—CiviL HisToRry.

Eminent Persons.— The ancestors of Hector Boetius were for
several generations proprietors of the barony of Panbride ; and that
celebrated historian is generally supposed to have been born in this
parish.*

¢ About sixty years ago, there was found among some loose papers in the house
of Panmure a short history of the county of Angus, written in elegant Latin, by Mr
Edward, minister of Murroes, containing hoth a geographical description of the

-
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One of the most ancient families of Angus is that of Panmure,
to which the whole property of this parish belongs. Galfred de
Maule appears to have held all the lands of Panmure by a charter
from Edgar King of Scotland, signed and sealed in the year
1072.

Parochial Registers.—These commence in the year 1693, and
are regularly kept.

Modern Buildings.—In the N. E. of the parish stands the spa-
cious and massy house of Panmure,—the principal seat of the no-
bleman to whom it belongs. It is builtin an elevated situation,
surrounded by extensive enclosures and plantations, and commands
a fine prospect, especially to the south and east.—At a little
distance, are still to be seen the vaults and foundations of the old
castle of Panmure, long the residence of the Earls of that name.

IIL—PopuLATION.
In 1801 the population amounted to 1583

1811 - - - 1412
1821 - - - 1275
1831 - - - 1268

The decrease has been owing to the removal of some villages,
and to the uniting of a few small farms into one.

The average number of baptisms yearly for the last seven years
is 32; of marriages, 13; of deaths, 22.

The number of families in the parish is 300 ; whereof 88 are
chiefly employed in agriculture ;103 in trade, manufactures, and
bandicraft ; and 109 not comprised in the two preceding classes.

Character and Habits of the People.—The people in general are
sober and moral in their habits; and regular in their attendance
on public ordinances. They are also, as might be expected, in-
dustrious and frugal ; and are altogether a very respectable por-
tion of the community.

The ordinary food of the peasantry consists chiefly of potatoes,
and of the various preparations of oatmeal; with occasionally a
little butcher-meat, generally pork, at dinner. Tea is in universal
use, from the highest to the lowest. On the whole, though many
are liable to participate in the occasional depressions of trade, it
may be stated that the people enjoy in a reasonable degree the
comforts and advantages of society.

county, and an account of every family of note belonging to it. This literary curio-
sity, of which, after particular inquiry, no other copy could be found, was translated
and published by Mr Traill, the late minister of St Cyrus, in the year 1793,
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IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.
The quantity of land in the parish now in cultivation, and occasionally  Acres.
in tillage, is - - - - 4100
Uncultivated,
In moor and natural pasture, - - . 700
In wood, - - - 600

:  — l&)ﬂ
Capable of being cultivated with a proﬁtable spplication of capitd, -
In undivided common, 0

Rate of Wayes.—Farm—servants’ wages may be stated at L. 11
per annum ; with 6} bolls meal rated at L. 6; and three choppins
of milk for one-half of the year, and two for the other half,
which may amount to L.8. A certain quantity of potatoes, as
may be agreed on, is frequently given; and, if married, the ser-
vants generally have a house and small garden in addition. La-
bourers’ wages per day in summer are ls. 8d.; in winter 1s. 3d.
for good hands, and for ordinary hands, Is.

Husbandry.— The improved system of husbandry is generally,
almost universally adopted. The fields are well cultivated, and
kept in good order. Draining and lime are the two great means
of improvement in this quarter: Common dikes and thorn hedges,
the usual fence. Common black cattle are best for this part of
the country.

Produce.— The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish, so far as can be ascertained, is as fol-
lows :— :

11,000 bolls of grain, at 25s. per boll, on an average of each kind, L. 13,750 0

0

425 acres of turnips, at L. 6, consumed on the farm, - 2,550 0 0

%ncresofpoutoee,ntLlOperme, - 2250 0 O
1,000 acres of grass, from which is made into hay from 7500 to 8000

stones, say 7725, at 84 per stone, - - 25710 O

L. 18,807 10 0

Flax, which some years ago was raised in considerable quanti-
ties on almost every farm, is hardly to be seen in any part of the pa-
rish. It may be added, that, of three farms consisting of 370 Scots
acres, the average produce is 1300 bolls grain, 925 bolls potatoes,
turnips in proportion, and 1000 stones of hay : 80 acres are in pas~
ture.

Fisheries.— At East and West Haven, fishing-boats are in con-
stant operation. Each boats-crew (of which there are three at East
Haven,) pays 5s. 6d. as teind to the proprietor ; and the ground-
rent for a dwelling-house is 1s. 6d. At West Haven, the ground-
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rent is 2s. 6d.; and the boat’s teind (for the privilege of fishing)
payable by each of the three crews there, is 5s. 3d.

In the proper season, which is between the beginning of Febru-
ary and end of May, lobsters are caught in great quantities for the
London market, and carried up alive in vessels fitted for the pur-
pose with what are called wells, which freely admit the sea-water
during their passage. Sea-weed is also put into the wells, on which
the lobsters may feed. Such as are caught before the arrival of the
smacks, which come along the coast every two weeks, are put into a
large chest fixed among the rocks, within flood-mark, with their
claws tied with small cord, so as to prevent their destroying one
another; andin this state they remain until they reach the Thames.—
Crabs are also got in abundance, but they are all disposed of in
the neighbourhood.*—Cod, in winter, is often caught in great
quantities, and salted in casks for exportation. Haddocks, like-
wise, are abundant, and form the principal part of our fishery, fur-
nishing an ample supply for the surrounding country, especially for
Dundee and Forfar, where they find a ready market. Indeed, the
fishery on this part of the coast is of great advantage to the whole
neighbourhood, as it produces a very considerable supply of whole-
some food for all classes of the inhabitants.

Manufactures.— There is only one mill,—a flax-spinning one, in
the parish. It is on a very limited scale ; but, limited as it 1s, it is
quite sufficient to show the demoralizing effects which such esta-
blishments have on those who are engaged in them. Hitherto, in
these establishments a great proportion of the rising generation has
been trained up in ignorance, profligacy, and vice, and afterwards
sent abroad into the world to corrupt and contaminate all who come
into contact with them. It is to be hoped that these abuses will
now be corrected by legislative enactments.

Navigation.—There are four vessels belonging to this parish ;
from 45 to 65 tons burden each.

V.—ParocuiaL Economy.

Villages.—There are several villages in the parish; but only
two of considerable extent,—East and West Haven, about a mile
distant from each other. The first contains 118 inhabitants ; the
other, with a small landward village adjoining it, 304.

Means of Communication.— There is no built harbour at either

¢ It may be worth recording, that a few years ago a lady in this ncighbourhood
found half a guinea in the body of a crab, after it was boiled and brought to table.
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of the villages above-mentioned ; but there is an open loading-
place, where vessels of from 60 to 80 tons burden may deliver their
cargoes, which are chiefly of coal and lime. During the sum-
mer there is a considerable trade in this way; but in winter it is
entirely at a stand, as no ships could with safety put into so un-
sheltered a situation.

There is the convenience of a post-office at Muirdrum, a small
village on the great line of road between Dundee and Arbroath;
and a daily post by the mail-coach both to the north and south; be-
sides three other public coaches regularly at different hours of the
day, and carriers generally twice a-week to Dundee and Arbroath.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church here is undoubtedly very old,
though it is impossible to specify the date when it was built. It
appears that the original form of the house was a cross. The
arms to the south and east, as they first stood, were removed, and
the one to the east was rebuilt in the year 168]1. The external
fabric is not so handsome and regular as might be wished, owing to
the addition now noticed, and the great irregularity of the windows
both in size and situation; but within, it is in excellent repair, and
even elegant. In the year 1775, it was completely repaired. It
accommodates nearly 600 sitters.

The average number of communicants annually for the last twelve
years is 508 ; and the church is in general well attended. The
number of Seceders in the parish is 53 ; of Episcopalians, 5; of
Independents, 2.

The stipend is, of wheat, 18 b. 3 f. 3} lip.; of bal"ley, 78 b.
2 f. 1 p.; of meal, 105 b. 2 f. 1 p.; of money, L. 43, 15s. 5;d. ;
and in lieu of pasture, L. 1, 13s. 4d. The teinds are now exhaust-
ed ; and of course there is no allowance for communion elements.
The total amount of the stipend, converted to money, on an ave-
rage of the last three years, is L. 245, 4s. 4d. a-year.

The glebe consists of 4 acres, 1 rood, and some falls of good
land. The manse was built in 1765 ; repaired in 1799 ; and it
received a large addition in 1811.

Education.—There are two schools in the parish, with excel-
lent teachers. One of these is parochial, the teacher having a sa-
lary of L. 34, 4s. 4d., and fees to the amount probably of L. 30
a-year. The other is merely for girls to be instructed in needle-
work and English reading. But besides these, there is a small
private school in the upper part of the parish, for the benefit of
such as are too remote from the parochial school. There is also
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a Sabbath school regularly kept. The means of elementary in-
struction are thus sufficiently provided to the parish, and there are
no persons in the parish betwixt 6 and 15 years of age unable to
read.

Library.—There is a parish library, consisting almost entirely
of religious publications.

Poor.—The number of poor on the roll varies from twelve to
eighteen ; and they are all maintained in their own houses. But
besides these, there is a considerable number of householders in
indigent circumstances, who receive each a boll of coals from the
poors’ funds. The poors’ funds, bearing interest, amount only to
L. 73; but a considerable sum arises from the mortcloth and
hearse fees, and the rent of one of the galleries in the church,
which belongs to the session; and also from the back seats in
the Panmure loft, which Lord Panmure has for some years past
permitted to be let for behoof of the poor. The average yearly
amount of collections in the church for the last seven years is
L. 37, 11s. 10}d. There are no assessments for the ordinary poor.
But there are three lunatic paupers connected with this parish, in
different asylums, the expense of whose board is L. 50 ; of this sum
the heritor pays one-half, and the tenants the other.  _

Alehouses.—Of these there are five in this parish, and two of
them might well be spared. It is, I think, the remark of Kotze-
bue, in his Travels through Russia, that wherever he came to the
neighbourhood of a public house, he uniformly found the morals
of the people corrupted, and their character debased ; and perhaps
the same observation will hold good in every part of the world,
where such haunts of idleness and profligacy are to be met with.

December 1833.



PARISH OF ARBROATH.

PRESBYTERY OF ARBROATH, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. GEORGE GLEIG, MINISTER.*

THE REV. WILLIAM STEVENSON, ASSISTANT AND
SUCCESSOR.

THE REV. JOHN COOPER, ASSISTANT.

I.—ToroGcraPHY AND NATURAL HisToRY.

Name and Boundaries.—THE ancient name of the parish was
Aberbrothock, of which Arbroath is a corruption. Amongst the
peasantry in many parts of the counties of Forfarand Kincardine,
it is pronounced Arbroad. The original name is descriptive of
the situation at the mouth of the Brothock, a small river, which
here discharges itself into the German Ocean, and which, in the
Gaelic language, is said to signify the muddy stream.

The parish is about three miles in length, varying in breadth
from one to ten furlongs. Its extent may be estimated at 820
English acres, and in shape it may be said to bear some resem-
blance to a boot.

Topographical Appearances.— Within the limits thus described,
there is nothing approaching in elevation to a hill. The ground
rises gradually as it recedes from the shore, till at the farther ex-
tremity of the parish it attains to a height of about 160 feet above
the level of the sea. The extent of coast is nearly a mile and
a-half. The shore is flat, with a rocky bottom, and forms the ter-
mination of the level coast, which extends eastward from the mouth
of the river Tay. In the adjoining parish of St Vigeans, it as-
sumes a very bold appearance, presenting a line of elevated rocks,
with numerous caves and fissures.

Hydrography.—It may be noticed that there is a spring near the
west end of the town of a chalybeate nature, and which, although
now in a great measure overlooked, was at one time much resorted

* This Account has been drawn up by the Rev. Thomas Doig, Minister of Tor-
ryburn, formerly Assistant in this parish.



ARBROATH. 75

to. About two miles from the town there was formerly a small
lake, which has been drained these many years. It still retains
the name of Bishop’s Loch. The only stream in the parish, with
the exception of a small burn which falls into it, is the Brothock.
Unless when flooded after rain, it discharges a very inconsiderable
quantity of water into the sea. It takes its rise in the parish of
St Vigeans, and, after a course of about six miles, enters the pa-
rish of Arbroath, through which it flows about a quarter of a mile,
when it falls into the ocean. As the source whence the stream is
gathered which drives a considerable number of spinning-mills, it
is of no little value to the place.

Geology and Mineralogy.—The country part of the parish be-
ing a narrow strip of land, is distinguished by no peculiarity under
this head which may not be described with more propriety in the
account of the adjoining parishes of Arbirlotand St Vigeans. At
the farther extremity, where the ground is from 140 to 160 feet
above the level of the sea, the soil is thin, with a clay bottom ;
nearer the town of Arbroath it is black loam ; and along the coast
it is light and sandy.

Roology.— The zoologist will find none of the more rare species
of animals in the parish. In the neighbouring ocean is to be had
an abundant supply of fish, consisting chiefly of the haddock, the
cod, and the flounder, with herring and mackerel in their season.
Stake-nets were erected a few years ago, in the hope of establish-
ing a salmon fishery, but the success has not been such as to de-
fray the expense. Shell-fish, viz. crabs and lobsters, are procured

in great plenty.
IL.—CiviL HisToRry.

Ilustrative of this department, there do not appear to be any
ancient or modern accounts of the parish in print or manuseript,
with the exception of a series of brief notices in the Arbroath Ma-
gazine,—a publication which was begun and ended in the year 1800.
The only other historical or descriptive statements regarding Ar-
broath, are those to be met with in works which refer to Scotland
in general. A ¢ Description of the Abbey of Arbroath, by James
Thomson,” was published at Arbroath in 1829, which contains
a good deal of interesting, and, seemingly, correct, information, in
a condensed form. .

Historical Events.—In ancient times, one of the most important
of these was the celebrated Assembly of the Estates of Scotland,
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held in the Abbey in 1320, when a declaration was drawn up and
signed, asserting the independence of the Scottish Church and
kingdom, in language to which the Roman pontiff was not much
accustomed in these days. In 1445, in consequence of a dispute
about the election of a bailie of regality, a battle was fought near
the town between the families of Lindsay and Ogilvie, in which
the leaders of both houses fell, with about 500 of their followers.
The next event of importance known to have taken place was the
destruction of the buildings of the Abbey in the sixteenth century.
The particulars have not been fully ascertained ; only, the demo-
lition appears to have taken place before the Reformation. Tra-
dition says, it was accomplished by Ochterlony of Kelly, a pro-
prietor in the neighbourhood, who had quarrelled with the monks,
and had recourse to this method of avenging himself. In more
recent times the town acquired a sort of notoriety, in consequence
of a visit from one Captain Fall, commander of a French -privateer,
who appeared in sight with his vessel on the 23d May 1781, and
commenced firing on the place. Having thus exhibited a speci-
men of his intentions, he sent several of his men, with a flag of
truce, on shore, demanding L. 80,000 Sterling as the ransom of
the town, and six of the principal inhabitants as hostages till the
_sum should be paid. Considerable alarm followed. But at last,
after a variety of proposals had been made, a few of the townsmen
presented themselves on the beach with such fire-arms as could be
most readily procured, and bade defiance to the threats of the
privateer. After expending some more of his shot during the
night, and finding next morning that he had done little or no
damage, the captain made off in all haste, and found an oppor-
tunity of gratifying his desire of plunder, by making prizes of se-
veral sloops that fell in his way. A battery was afterwards erected
in front of the harbour as a means of defence, but was dismantled
after the last general peace.

Maps, Plans.—No separate map of the parish is known to exist.
A plan of the town, including the suburbs in the parish of St Vi-
geans, was drawn, and published by Wood in 1822.

Letters, Papers, &¢.— Of these, in the possession of resident in-
dividuals, and tending to illustrate the biography, history, or anti-
quities of the parish, there appear to be none. The ancient re-
cords of the burgh have been lost. Several papers, however, re-
lating to the Abbey of Arbroath, which are the property of Lord
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Panmure, have of late beenintrusted to the care of the magistrates,
and are preserved among the existing records of the town. Amongst
the documents in the possession of the kirk-session is a roll, beau-
tifully written on parchment, dated 1445, exhibiting a statement
of the dues payable from several crofts in the town and its immediate
vicinity, for upholding lights in the Lady Chapel, which appears
to have stood near to the present harbour. In this document the
following streets and crofts are enumerated, viz. Neugate, Seygate,
Neumarcatgate, Marcatgate, Grymysby, Mylgate, Lortburngate,
Appylgate, Ratonraw, and Cobgate. These are all now built upon
as streets, with the exception of Newgate, which is only partially
occupied with houses. Grimsby was built upon during the latter
part of the last century. To what extent the other places men-
tioned in the roll were built upon in the fifteenth century, we have
no means of determining. In ancient times, Cobgate was the name
given to that part of the High Street which is below, and Raton-
raw to that part of it which is above, the present parish church.

Eminent Characters.—We are not aware of any distinguished
warrior, statesman, or author, connected with the parish, either by
birth or residence. It is the burial-place, however, of one of the
kings of Scotland; William the Lion having been interred in the
Abbey, which he founded.

Land-owners.— The superiority of the property is vested in the
corporation of Arbroath.

Parochial Regzsterx — These consist of the kirk-session minutes,
whose earliest date is 1669 ; and of the records of births and bap-
tisms, and of marriage-contracts and marriages, which commence
in 1659. They are in general in a good state of preservation.
The entries of marriages are defective in 1659, 1661, 1696, 1697,
1698, and 1700 ; and of births and baptisms in 1660, 1661, 1696,
1697, 1698, 1699, and 1700 ; and the volume or volumes contain-
ing both, from 1735 to 1748 inclusive, have been lost. There is
no record of the proceedings of the kirk-session from 1684 to 1732,
nor from 1735 to 1748.

Antiquities.— Under the head of anuqumes Arbroath has been
long celebrated for the ruins of its abbey. This edifice was
founded by King William the Lion in T178, and dedicated to the
memory of Thomas a Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury. The
precincts of the abbey were inclosed with a stone wall from 20 to
24 feet in height ; and formed an area 1150 feet in length from
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north to south, and in breadth 706 feet at the north, and 484 at
the south end. At the north-west corner there is a tower, still
entire, 24 feet square and 70 feet high, formerly used as the Re-
gality prison. The ground-flat is now converted into a butcher’s
shop. Another tower, somewhat smaller, stood at the south-west
corner of the inclosure; which, with the addition of a slated spire,
served for many years as a steeple to the present parish church.
Having become ruinous, it was taken down in 1830, and a remark-
ably handsome spire, 152 feet in height, has been erected in its
place. The main entry to the area was by a stately porch on the
north side. If it had not been that, a few years ago, the vaulting
was taken down under an apprehension of insecurity, this would
have been entire. For defence it appears to have been furnished
with a portcullis, which now forms the armorial bearings of the
town of Arbroath. There was another entry, but far inferior in
architectural display, at the south-east corner, known by the name
of the Darngate. A considerable portion of the north side of the
inclosure was occupied by the abbey church. The dimensions of
this building were,—length, 270 feet; length of transept, 132
feet; of the nave, 148 feet; and of the choir, 76} feet; breadth
of transept, 45} feet; of the central aisle, 35 feet; and of each
of the side aisles, 16} feet. ~From marks, visible on the walls, the
height from the pavement to the roof appears to have been 67
feet. The building is now in a state of ruin. All that remains
is the south wall, with part of the east and west ends. A por-
tion of the two western towers still exists in a very mutilated
condition. The great entrance at the west end of the church is
entire, with indications of a circular window above. A similar
window, on a smaller scale, is to be seen in the upper part of the
wall of the south transept. The other windows which remain- are
in the early-pointed or lancet-shaped style. The pillars which
supported the roof of the church are all demolished; but their
foundations may be traced without difficulty. Adjoining to the
south transept, on the east, is a building, said to have been the
charter-house of the abbey. It consists of two vaulted apart-
ments, the one above the other, in a state of good repair. Imme-
diately in front of this, and of the south transept, appear to have
been the cloisters ; and at a short distance from the south wall of
the nave, are the remains of the abbot’s house, which is still inha-
bited as a private mansion. On the whole, the buildings, although,
4
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when entire, they must have had an imposing aspect, were infe-
rior, in point of magnificence, to some others of which Scotland
could boast. Little is known respecting the history of the abbey,
although it was much celebrated in its day. The monks were
brought from Kelso, and were of the Tyronensian order. The
abbot exercised episcopal jurisdiction within his precincts, and had
a seat in Parliament. Of those invested with this dignity, two
may be mentioned as distinguished,—Gawin Douglas, who was
afterwards bishop of Dunkeld; and Cardinal Beaton, who held this
along with his other dignities, and who appears, during his incum-
bency, to have alienated part of the property of the abbey. After
the Reformation, the revenues and unalienated possessions of this
wealthy establishment were erected into a temporal lordship in fa-
vour of Lord Claude Hamilton, third son of the Duke of Chatel-
herault. Lord Arbroath is one of the present titles of the Duke
of Hamilton. These revenues afterwards came to the Earl of
Dysart, from whom Patrick, first Earl of Panmure, in 1642, pur-
chased them, including the patronage of thirty-four parish churches.
In Thomson’s account of the abbey the following statements are
given of the revenues at the time of the reformation. ¢ At the
visitation of the monasteries in the years 1561 and 1562, by the
commissioners appointed by the privy-council, the revenues of this
establishment, as registered in the various books of the commis-
sioners, were found in money and in kind to be :—1st, By the Re-
gister of the Collectors of the third of the ecclesiastical benefices,
L. 2483, 5s.

Wheat, - 26 Chalders. 9 Bolls. 1 Firlots. 0 Pecks.
Bear, - 118 7 0 2

Meal, - 168 ' 8 2 0

QOats, - 10 3 24

Salmon, 1 Last, 3 Barrels.

2d, By the Register of Assumptions of the whole benefices,
L.2553, 14s.

Wheat, - 3 Chalders. 3 Bolls. 3 Firlots. 2 Pecks.
Bear, - 143 9 0 2
Meal, - 196 9 2 0
Oats, - 27 11 0 0

Salmon, 3 Lasts, ] Barrel.

Omitted, capons, grassums, dawikis, and all other services and
small duties, as also the dependent churches of Abernethy, Moni-
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fieth, and Tannadice.” A Latin rent roll in the Book of Assump-
tions, which was returned soon after 1561, gives, in addition to the
salmon, three barrels of glyssort (grilses), and the valuation of the
churches of Abernethy, Tannadice, and Monifieth, thus :— Aber-
nethy, L.273; Tannadice, L.287, 5s. 4d.; Monifieth, wheat, 4
ch. 12 bolls; bear, 12 ch. 9 bolls; meal, 15 ch. 10 bolls. The
"books, both of surplus and annexation of the third of the ecclesias-
tical benefices, give L.2594 as the money revenue ; and in all the
other articles they agree with the registers of the collectors and of
assumptions, except in the single article salmon. In 1530, the
order issued for the yearly provision for the abbey was, to purchase
800 wedders, 180 oxen, 11 barrels of salmon, 1200 dried cod fish,
82 chalders of malt, 30 of wheat, and 40 of meal, in addition to
the rent in kind paid by the tenants. This may seem extraordi-
nary, inasmuch as the number of monks was only twenty-five. But
it is accounted for when we consider that visitors of all ranks, in-
cluding at times the king himself, with a retinue of nobles, were
gratuitously entertained in such establishments. The churches,
the patronage of which belonged to the abbey, were Arbroath, Ar-
birlot, Panbride, Lunan, Congschollis, now Inverkeillor, Inver-
keillor or St Murdoch’s, Monikie, Murroes, Mains, Monifieth,
Dunnichen, Clova, Ruthven, Glammis, Kirriemuir, Kingoldrum,
Newtyle, Garvock, Dunivaig, Abernethy in Stratherne, Inverness,
" Mornack or Auchterarder, Banff, Gamry, Langley, Guild, Kin-
gennie, Banchory or Trinity, Bethlehem or Bethelney, Forgue, Ty-
rie, Tarves, Nigg, and Fetterangus. In the year 1815, the Barons
of Exchequer ordered the ruins of the abbey to be so far repaired
as to preserve them from total dilapidation. On this occasion the
rubbish was removed, and a portion of the pavement of the church
again exposed to view. A search was also made with a view to
discover, if possible, the tomb of the royal founder. The lid of a
stone coffin was found, with the mutilated figure of a man in alto
relievo. But no evident tokens of King William’s sepulchre ap-
peared, although, since that time, the old wily sexton has been ac-
customed to exhibit to credulous visitors a few mouldering bones
in a wooden box as those of the monarch ;—and, although bone af-
ter bone has been abstracted, new ones have always been found to
supply their place.
. Modern Buildings.—Dedicated to the purposes of religion, the
most conspicuous of these are the parish church and chapel of
ease. There is nothing, however, worthy of remark in the appear-
3
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ance of either. Only it deserves to be noticed that the spire of
the church, which was rebuilt in 1831, is one of the most elegant
structures of the kind to be seen in Scotland, and reflects much
credit on the architect, Mr Henderson of Edinburgh. It is in what
is commonly designated the Gothic style, and was erected at the
expense of L.1300, a considerable part of which was raised by
voluntary subscription. The Episcopal chapel has a plain exterior,
but is neatly fitted up within. The dissenting meeting-houses are
of a very homely aspect, but most of them, nevertheless, are groan-
ing under a load of debt. The Town-house is a handsome build-
ing, erected in 1806. Besides the great hall, which is an elegant
room, it contains an office for the use of the town-clerk, and apart-
ments for the meeting of the town-council and the small-debt court.
In the upper part of the building is the prison, which is now made
secure, and is kept in excellent order. The Guild-hall is a plain
unostentatious edifice. The Trades-hall was erected in 1814,
at an expense, the weight of which is still felt by the incorpora-
tions. The academy, built partly by private subsgription in
1821, has a chaste appearance.* In front is an excellent play-
ground for the scholars. Amongst the public buildings in the pa-
rish may be mentioned the Signal-tower for communicating with
the Bell-Rock light-house, which is twelve miles distant, on a rock
in the ocean. Several of these structures are built of stone brought
from the shores of the Firth of Forth, whilst others are composed
of a red sandstone from quarries in the immediate neighbourhood.
Of this last kind of stone most of the houses in Arbroath are built.
The colour, however, does not appear to be a favourite one, as
many of the proprietors have lately painted the outside of their
houses, so as to give them the appearance of a light gray. The
town, as a whole, cannot be called handsome. Part of the High
Street looks well ; but most of the other streets are narrow. And
although elegant houses are to be met with in most quarters of the
town, the generality have a very ordinary appearance ; and, in the
cross streets, many of the houses are only one storey in height.

IIL.—PopuLaTION.

The registers of marriages and baptisms furnish the only means
by which an estimate may be formed of the population of the
parish in ancient times. Taking these as data, the number of in-
habitants may be calculated to have been 1500 about the time of

¢ The building of the Academy cost L. 1600.
FORFAR, F
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the Restoration,’in the year 1660. At the Revolution, in 1688,
the number appears to have been 1400. In 1707, the year of
the Union, it had apparentlyrisen to 2000 ; and in 1715, the year
of the first Rebellion, to 2300. As the result of actual enumera-
tion, the population is stated to have been 2098 in the year 1755 ;
8943 in 1776 ; and 4676 in 1792. The following are the returns
which have been made since the commencement of the present
century.

In 1801, 2057 Males. 2886 Females. 4943 in all.

1811, - 2267 013 5280 ’
1821, - 2694 3315 6009
1823, - 2927 3550 6477
1831, - 3203 3740 6943

In the enumerations of 1801 and 1811, resident seamen are not
included. In the three subsequent enumerations they are in-
cluded. The increase which the returns successively exhibit may
be ascribed chiefly to the establishment and extension of the staple
manufacture of the place. Of the population, as above stated,
nearly the whole must be viewed as belonging to that part of the
town of Arbroath which is situated within the parish. Divided
into town and-country, the population at the following periods may
be stated thus :—

In1792, - 4545 Town. 131 Country.
1801, - 4763 180
1811, - 5068 212
a 1821, - 5751 " 258
3 1823, - 6217 260
' 1881, - 6624 s19

The" yearly average of births recorded during the last seven
years is 197 ; to which may be added 20 as the average of those
not recorded, making in all an average of 217 births yearly, or 1
to 32 of the existing population. For the same period, the year-
ly average of marriage-contracts, where both parties resided in
the parish, was 394 ; where the man only resided, 13} ; and where
the woman only was resident, 154. It is only since the beginning
of the year 1828 that a register of burials has been accurately
kept. During a period of four years from that date, there have
been interred in the church-yard of Arbroath, on an average each
vear, 1405 persons who died in the parish; 73} who died in the
suburbs of the town, in St Vigeans’ parish; 7} who died in the
country part of the parish of St Vigeans; and 3 who died else-
where. Probably 10 persons may die annually in the parish of

3
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Arbroath, who are interred elsewhere. This would exhibit 150
- deaths yearly in the parish, or 1 out of 46 of the existing popu-

lation.
Ages of the persons interred.

A Persons. A Persons. A

Unﬁ 1 - 15 40% - 49 g'l”‘ l:eruaml.

1—2 - 65 5060 - 48 2 -1°

2.5 - 7 60—65 - 48 84 .- 2

510 - 47 65—70 - 52 9% - 1

10-15 - 28 0—75 - 47 9 - i

1520 - ¥4 7580 - 45 9 . 1

2030 - 66 80—85 - 46 Unknown, 11

040 - 55 8590 - 22 JR—
Total, 898

The following is a statement of the diseases, of which the per-
sons above enumerated are understood to have died. The state-
ment depends altogether on the report of the relatives or friends
of the deceased, and has therefore no pretensions to scientific ac-
curacy; yet, as it may not be wholly useless, it is here exhibited.
Mortification, -
Stomach complaint,
Vomiting of blood,

Consumption, - 198
Age and decay, - 184
Water in the head, 50
Hooping-cough, - 49
Still-born, - 45
Bowel complaint, - 44
Croup, - - 4
Fever, - - 40
Inflammation, - 31

drowned, scalded, 28
Apoplexy and paralysis, 23
Bowel-hive, - 2

Dropsy, - - 17
Inward eomplain 17
Child-birth, - 16
Asthma, - - 15
Small-pox, - 15
Megsles, - 18
Cramp, - - 11
Teething, - 10
~. Cmm' - 3
Jaundice, - 3
Complaint in thehead, 3
Hiysterical fits, 2
Gravel, - - 2

Sore throat,

Exposure to cold, -
White-swelling, -

Broken leg,

Wound in the leg,
Untimely birth, -
Suicide,

Not

stated,

Total, -

B b et et bt b 2D DD WO
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The following is a tabular view of the population in 1831, above
20 years of age, exhibiting the number of persons who are single,
married, and widowed.

\ Males. ) Females. Total.
I I Widowers|
Ages.  [Single.|Married.| Widowers.|Siugle [Married.|Widows|Single.|Married.|  and
Widows.
339 176 1 404 | 250] 11 741 426 12
80—40] 95| 298 1" 162 336( 387 | 257 634 48
19 97 4 42 109 16 61 206 20
45--50| 11 130 8 23| 102]| 88 84| 232 46
above 41 | 831 84 128 | 254| 308 | 169 585 3892
Total | 505 | 1082 108 757 | 1051 | 410 |1262| 20831 518

N. B.—Of the population under twenty years of age there are

four males and four females married, and one female a widow. °

d
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Tabular view of the number of families and houses.
1801. 1811. 1821. 1823 1831.

Families, - - - 1285 1867 1494 1564 1727
Inhabited houses, - 622 638 726 832 1171
Uninhabited houses, - 3 3 5 -— 11
Houses building, - - - 5 3 —_— 7

The following is a tabular view of the employments of the whole
population of the parish of Arbroath.*

Males Females
20. | 20. [Totall 29, | 2 .Total

Agriculture, . . 40| 16 56 1 6|
Manufactures, . . . 478| 1 607 175| 534
Retail trade and handicraft, . 616| 145 761| 155 25| 180

Wholesale, capitalists, bankers,
professional, and other educat- +| 110| 13 1 21

Labourers not agricultural, . 90

Shipmasters and mariners, . 216

Household servants, . . 1 4| 151} 101

All other persons, . . 99(1180]1279(1 1218"27

Total, . . . . [16451155813203/22201152013740{3865 30786949

It may be here remarked, that the parish can boast of no family
of noble blood ; and that almost all depend, more or less, on some
line of business as a means of subsistence. The number of pro-
prietors of land of the yearly value of L. 50 and upwards, who are
resident in the parish, and have property within the same, is two;
and even these are only feuars from the corporation of Arbroath.

The people do not appear to be remarkable for any peculiarity
in strength, size, or complexion, or other personal quality. As is
common in most places, the appearance of a man indicates in some
measure the trade or occupation which he follows; and, perhaps,
a degree of huskiness in the voice may be viewed as characteristic
of the females employed at spinning-mills. In the census of 1831,
9 males and 15 females were returned as insane or fatuous; 2
males and 3 females as dlind ; and 1 male and 3 females as deaf
and dumib.

Langiage, Habits, and General Character of the People.—The
language generally spoken is the Forfarshire dialect of the Scot-
tish tongue, with a peculiarity of accent distinct from that which
is observable in the neighbouring towns of Dundee and Montrose.
Amongst the genteeler classes, however, correct pronunciation is

® On this subject, some more minute tabular details will be found in the original
Ms. '
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much more attended to than it was thirty or forty years ago. The
shibboleth, by which a native of Arbroath may be detected most
readily, is his pronunciation of any word in which the letters o0 and
i are found in conjunction, as in the words otl, spoil, anoint, point,
&c. It is impossible to exhibit on paper the sound which a na-
tive of Arbroath gives to these words; but a stranger who has
once heard it, will never forget it.

In regard to the general habits of the population, if it be asked
whether the working-classes are cleanly or otherwise, the reply
must be in the affirmative, when compared with the appearance of
the same classes in some of the larger towns. And if the question
be put, whether the people in general enjoy, in a reasonable de-
gree, the comforts and advantages of society, it may be stated,
that most of the old men and women belonging to the class of
operatives are very poor, in consequence of the difficulty of finding
employment in that particular department of work, viz. winding
yarn, and spinning at the wheel, by which they were enabled, some
years ago, to earn a living. Many also in the same class, who
have not passed the vigour of mature age, are in very straitened
circumstances,—especially weavers, whose wages are extremely
low. This is particularly the case where there is a family of young
children who have not arrived at an age to be able to do any thing
for themselves. In a great many, however, of those cases where
extreme poverty is observable, the people are the main cause of
their own wretchedness. The head of the family frequents the
tippling-house, where he spends no inconsiderable portion of his
earnings; and thus the wife and children are left in misery. In
connection with this, and as accounting for much of the prevailing
poverty, it may be noticed, that comparatively few young men or
women in the operative class, while they remain unmarried, ever
think of saving any part of their wages; and that most of them
enter into the married state without any previous provision for the
probable expenses even of a humble family establishment. Nine~
tenths of the distress to be found in Arbroath may be traced to
these sources. And if potatoes, with a sprinkling of salt, have in
many instances been almost the only species of food attainable in
families, it becomes a serious question, involving a high moral re-
sponsibility, how far absence from the tippling-house, combined
with previous habits of economy, might have elevated such fami-
lies above the necessity of subsisting on such scanty fare. The
evil, however, exists already; and it is no easy matter to cure it,
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especially as a great majority of the sufferers seem to think, or at
least wish it to be understood, that they are not themselves blame-
able. All their evils, they conceive, are to be ascribed to the go-
vernment of the country; and they look, with a delusive hope, to
a reformed parliament as a cure for their every sorrow! At the
same time, it is not to be conceived that these apparently condem-
natory remarks are universally applicable. Amongst the operative
class of society in Arbroath, we have found a numerous body of
men and women whose habits are alike industrious and frugal,—
who are exemplary in a discharge of the duties of morality and re-
ligion,—and have evinced a commendable patience in the endur- _
ance of that adversity which may have fallen to their lot. Not a
little of the theological attainment, Christian practice, and evan-
gelical zeal existing in the parish, is to be found in this rank of
life. Several of the most enlightened and efficient of the Sabbath-
school teachers in the place belong to the same class; and the ex-
ample they have given of a well-ordered conversation has been
blessed to many around them.

The state of society in Arbroath has, we believe, been affected
considerably by the great number of bankruptcies which took place
in the year 1826. In that memorable year several of the most in-
dustrious and honest men in the town, who had realized what was
to them an ample fortune, were ruined; but, on the ‘other hand,
many of the failures were altogether inexcusable,—the bankrupts
having scarcely ever had a penny which they could legally call
their own. Not a few of this latter class have been driven, appa-
rently for ever, from the circle in which they once affected to move,
but into which they ought never to have been admitted. In conse-
quence, both the commercial and the moral atmosphere of the town
have been in some degree purified. These would-be-gentlemen
have shrunk back to their original obscurity; or, if any of them
are still occasionally heard of, it is only as the rallying point of
local excitement amongst the revolutionary and ill-doing portion
of the community, or as acknowledged superiors in the revelries of
the pot-house. The cause of religion has gained not a little by
the fall of the class of persons now adverted to. In the day of
their glory, all that wore the aspect of genuine piety or Christian
zeal was avowedly the object of their scorn; and their vulgar slang
was obtruded officiously wherever they had an opportunity of pre-
senting themselves. But their unhallowed influencefs now hap-
pily at an end.
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As illustrative of the general character of the population, it is
worthy of notice, that, considering the limited extent of means,
subscriptions for any public or benevolent purpose, which of late
have been frequent, have, in almost every instance, met with dis-
tinguished success. In proof, also, of an improved tone of senti-
ment, it may be observed, that the smuggling of gin from the con-
tinent, which, thirty or forty years ago, was in such repute as to
enable smugglers from the coast of Kent to aspire after matrimo-
nial alliances with respectable families in the town, would now sub-
ject the man who was known to engage in traffic of this kind to
public scorn.

One great source of demoralization in large towns has not yet
found a place in Arbroath, viz. pawn-broking establishments ;—al-
though we regret to be under the necessity of stating, that in some
of the low public houses, articles of wearing apparel, and even bed-
clothes, are taken as a pledge for payment of the liquor consumed.

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen, that, as is the case
in other communities of the same extent, there is a mixture of
good and evil in the society of Arbroath ;—whilst some of the
particulars here noticed may serve to indicate where and how the
application of moral means may be used with a view to the cure of
existing evils.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— The whole of the land in the
parish is in a state of cultivation; and the only portion of it appa-
rently which has never been under the plough, is a common of
twenty-six acres, which is in pasture. The ordinary rotation of
crops is, lst, grass; 2d, oats; 3d, green crop, viz. potatoes or tur-
nip; and, 4¢h, barley. The rent of land is L. 6 per acre near to
the town,—gradually diminishing as the distance is greater, till,
at the farther extremity of the parish, it is only L. 1, 10s. per acre.
The average rent of land throughout the parish may be stated at
L. 2. 10s. per acre. Farm-servants, viz. males, are hired per half-
year at L. 5 or L. 6; and female labourers are hired, for the day,
at from 6d. to 8d.

Manufactures.— The principal manufactures carried on in Ar-
broath are those of yarn spun from flax and tow,—canvas, brown and
bleached linen, leather, cast-iron, bone-dust, tallow-candles, &c.

Exclusive of those in the suburbs, the number of mills in the

. -
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parish for spinning yam is four,* at which are employed 159 men
and boys, and 234 women and girls, in all 393. The working
hours are 12} per day; and the average weekly wages are, for
men, from 10s, 6d. to 15s. 6d., and for boys 3s. 3d.; for women,
from 4s. 6d. to 5s. 8d., and for girls 8s. 6d. The number of can-
vas weavers employed by persons residing in the parish is 816.
Their working hours are 12} per day, and their weekly wages7s. 6d.
The following is the number of persons employed by residenters in
the parish, connected with the linen manufacture ; viz. 1178 wea-
vers, who, at 14 working hours per day, may earn each, on an ave-
rage, 6s. of wages per week ; the number of women employed as
winders is 372, whose weekly wages may be stated at 8s.; 25 men
employed aswarpers at 12s. each per week; 81 starchers at 10s. 6d.;
and 25 lappers and overseers at 15s. per week.
. Navigation.— As a sea-port, Arbroath has kept pace with the

increasing population of the place. In 1781, there belonged to
the harbour 18 vessels, registering 900 tons. In 1791, there were
82 vessels, registering 1704 tons. At present, the number of ves-
sels belonging to the harbour is 77, registering 6700 tons. In
1831, the number of arrivals from foreign ports was 56, and of
" coasting arrivals 543. In 1832, the arrivals from foreign ports
amounted to 60, and coasting arrivals to 538.

The imports at the harbour of Arbroath, in 1831, were,

Bones of animals, - 6,210 cwt. or 8104} tons.
Oak bark, - - 7,423 or 371
Flax, hemp, and codilla, 41,915 or 2096
Hides, wet and dry, 244 or 121

Battens, deals, and deal ends, 38 hun. 1 gr. 9 odds.
Oak plank, - 24 loads, 18 feet. a load equal to 50 cubic feet.
Oak and fir timber, 378. -

Besides sundry small articles of Baltic produce, and groceries,
&c. from London.

During the same year, 6868 ells of sail-cloth were exported.

All the goods intended for export are sent either to Dundee, Glas-
gow, or London.

V.—ParocHiaL Economy,
Burgh.—In the parish is situated the Royal Burgh of Arbroath,
or Aberbrothock ; which, including the lands within the royalty, oc-

® The number of spinning-mills in the suburbs in the parish of St Vigeans is 12,
maeking a total of 16 in the town and suburbs,
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cupies its whole extent, with the exeeption of the small croft of Barn
Green, and the streets within the former precincts of the Abbey.
In 1831, the population of the country part of the royalty was
319, and of the town part 5485; leaving 1139 as the population
of the district which is without the royalty. But, in order to show
the actual extent of the town and its connected suburbs, it is ne-
cessary to include that portion of the latter which is situated in the
adjoining parish of St Vigeans. The population, at different pe-
riods, will then appear as follows:

Town of Arbroath, and 1755, 1792, 1801. 1811. 182l. 1823. 183l

its connected suburbs, —— @ —Y— @ — —— — — —
In Arbroath parish, - 2000 4545 4763 5068 5751 6217 6624
In St Vigeans' parish, 50 1369 2312 2891 8155 3408 4587

— e e e e Go— ————

Total, - 2050 5914 7075 7959 8906 9715 11,211

The date of the erection of Arbroath into a royal burgh cannot
now be ascertained. The most ancient charter extant is one grant-
ed by James VL in the year 1599 ; wherein the town is recogniz-
ed as having previously enjoyed similar privileges. It has been
pretended that these privileges were originally bestowed by King
William the Lion, the founder of the abbey. But, in point of -
fact, before the Reformation, Arbroath appears to have been
merely the abbot’s burgh; one of the two bailies, by whom the
town was.governed, having been chosen by the abbot. The head
of the Airly family is said to have been heritable bailie of regality,
or acknowledged as such, for many years. According to the sett
of the burgh, the magistrates and town-council must not consist of
more than nineteen, nor of fewer than seventeen, persons; and the
number must be made up of a provost, two bailies, a dean of guild,
and treasurer, with the addition of the convener of the incorpo-
rated trades, and two trades councillors,—the other nine or eleven
being guild councillors. Fora considerable period previous to the
year 1766, the administration of the affairs of the burgh appears
to have been extremely corrupt. An oath of secrecy was taken
and subscribed by the faction then in power ; while an extravagant
expenditure had brought the town into a state of insolvency. By
prudent management, the funds of the burgh have since been raised
to a sufficiently flourishing condition. The public debt is, in-
deed, considerable,—amounting to L.16,000. But the income is
L.3000; L. 1400 of which arise from the harbour dues; while
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the ordinary expenditure, without including the interest payable
on the debt, may be stated at L. 2200.

Prior to the union of the kingdoms, Arbroath sent a represen-
tative to the Scottish Parliament. Afterwards, it was joined with
Montrose, Brechin, Bervie, and Aberdeen in returning a member
to the Parliament of the United Kingdom. Under the provisions
of the Reform Bill, Forfar has been substituted for Aberdeen.
The number of voters within the new boundaries marked off for
Arbroath is 472, amongst a population of 11,446, In the burgh
proper, or that part of the town under the jurisdiction of the ma-
gistrates, containing a population of 5804, the number of dwelling-
houses valued at L. 10 of yearly rent and upwards, is 135; viz.
lat L.80; 2 at L.30; 4at L.35; 15 at L..20; 20 at L. 18;
13 at L.15; 18 at L.14; 19 at L.12; and 48 at L. 10 ;—in all,
185, valued together at the yearly rent of L. 1985. We believe
the number of dwelling-houses valued at L. 10 and upwards of
yearly rent, in that part of the town which is not within the ju-
risdiction of the magistrates, does not exceed twenty; so that,
had dwelling-houses merely been taken into account, as the
qualification for voting for a Member of - Parliament, the consti-
tuency of Arbroath would have consisted of 155, instead of 472
persons.

In Arbroath, besides the guildry, there are seven incorporated
trades; viz. smiths, glovers, tailors, weavers, shoemakers, wrights,
and bakers. There are three masonic lodges in the town, and so-
cieties of gardeners, &e.

There is no police establishment in the town, with the excep-
tion of the three town-officers, aided, on extraordinary occasions,
by special constables. The only seasons, in general, when an
active and powerful body of police appears to be necessary, are
the Saturday evenings, when quarrels, the consequence of in-
toxication, often take place in low public houses, or in the streets.
Otherwise, the town is, for the most part, very quiet. Street
robberies are unknown ; and it is seldom that women of loose cha-
racter are seen parading at unseasonable hours. Persons of this
description are, doubtless, to be found amongst the population.
But, keeping out of view the suburbs in the parish of St Vigeans,
it is not known that there is more than one house within the burgh
which may be accounted professedly a brothel. If there is no
regular police establishment in the town, the inhabitants are saved
the expense of the usual tax for upholding one. Neither is there
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any tax imposed for paving and lighting the streets. This has
been done hitherto at the expense of the corporation of the burgh.*
There is, at the same time, a great want of public wells for sup-
plying the inhabitants with water. Attached to most of the houses,
indeed, there is a pump or draw-well in the back court. But the
water to be had from these is generally hard, and not adapted to
some of the uses to which such a commodity is applied.

Means of Communication enjoyed by the Parish.—Of these, the
post-office is one of the most important. The mail passes through
Arbroath from the north every evening at half-past eight o’clock,
and from the south every morning at half-past two. The only
ground of complaint in regard to the carrying of letters is the
want of a cross post to Forfar.

The length of turnpike roads in the parish, without including
that part of the road which forms the boundary of the parish, is
almost two miles. The length of streets in that part of the town
of Arbroath which is within the parish is 8913 yards. Including
the suburbs in St Vigeans’ parish, the total length of streets
within the connected buildings, which may be said to constitute
the town, is 15,622 yards. The streets, with the houses and gar-
dens attached to them, in both parishes, cover an extent of 201
English acres, of which 107 are in the parish of Arbroath.

In addition to the mail-coach, there are several stage-coaches,
which either start from Arbroath, or pass through it, and thus fa-
cilitate the means of communication with other parts of the coun-
try. Such are the New Times from Aberdeen to Perth, the
Highlander from Montrose to Dundee, and the Commercial Tra-
veller from Arbroath to Dundee, every lawful day; together with
a coach from Arbroath to Forfar, generally once a-week, on Wed-
nesdays. The principal inn or hotel, kept by Seaton, affords
ample and excellent accommodation for travellers. There is a
second inn likewise, where the lodging and entertainment are con-
sidered good.

There is neither canal nor rail-road in the parish, although sur-
veys have been made, with a view either to the one or the other,
between Arbroath and Forfar.

As a means of communication between those parts of the town
and suburbs which are separated by the Brothock, there are five
small stone bridges, two of which are in the parish of Arbroath.

As a means of ready intercourse by sea, the harbour of Arbroath

® The cost of lighting the streets within the burgh with gas, in 1831, was L. 181.
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merits attention. The first intimation on record of such a conves
nience is an agreement between the abbot and the inhabitants of
the town in the year 1394, by which the contracting parties bound
themselves to erect a pier for the accommodation of such vessels
as might resort to the place. The abbot submitted to bear the
greater share of the expense, in consideration of a certain yearly
duty to be paid to him out of every rood of land within the burgh.
This pier, which was of wood, having been found insufficient, it
was resolved, in the year 1725, to remove the harbour from the
foot of the East Causeway or High Street, where it had hitherto
been, to the west side of the Brothock. The principal part of this
new erection, which is faced with stone, consists of a basin about
124 yards long by 80 broad. The entrance from the sea is at the
south-west corner, where it is contracted to the width of 31 feet,
and defended, when necessary, against the swell of the ocean, by
means of fourteen or fifteen beams of wood, which can be let down
in a few minutes into a groove on each side, and then secured at
the top by bars of iron. It is still farther defended from the sea
in stormy weather, by an outer bulwark of stone. 'The harbour is
dry at low water. At its entrance, there is at spring tidesa depth
of 15 or 16 feet of water; and at neap tides, of 9 or 10 feet. But
there is a bar of rock at a short distance from its mouth, which pre-
vents vessels of large burthen from entering it. Arbroath was long
considered merely as a creek belonging to the port of Montrose ;
and shipmasters lahoured under the inconvenience of being obliged
to travel all that distance before their vessels could be cleared out
at the custom-house. But it is now so far an independent port,
that a deputy-collector, comptroller, and other officers, are esta-
blished on the spot. Every practical advantage connected with a
resident custom-house establishment is, in consequence, enjoyed.
Bell-Rock Light-House.— In connection with Arbroath as a
sea~port, mention must be made of the Bell-Rock Light-House,
—an establishment of inestimable benefit to the east coast of
Scotland in general. In pursuance of an act of Parliament pass-
ed in 1806, operations with a view to this important erection
were commenced in 1807. The building was finished in Octo-
ber 1810 ; and the light exhibited for the first time on the even-
ing of February 1, 1811. During the progress of the works, a
floating light was kept up in a vessel moored at a short distance
from the place. The light-house is erected on a rock in the
ocean, distant about twelve n;niles from Arbroath, and thirty from
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St Abb’s Head. When the tides are neap, the rock is scarcely
uncovered at low water. But at spring tides, when the ebb is great-
est, that part of the rock which is exposed to view at low water,
measures about 427 feet in length by 230 feet in breadth ; and at
this state of the tide, its average height above the surface of the
sea may be stated at four feet. From the higher part of the rock
a reef extends, in a south-western direction, about 1000 feet. At
high water the rock is wholly covered, to the depth of from ten to
twelve feet. The light-house is of a circular form. The two first
courses of the masonry are sunk into the rock ; and the stones of
all the courses are of dove-tailed work. The ground-course is 42
feet in diameter ; and the building gradually diminishes, till, as it
rises to the top of the parapet wall of the light-room, it is only 13
feet in diameter. The total height of the masonry is 100 feet ;
but, including the light-room, the height is 115 feet. From the
foundation, the edifice is solid to the height of 30 feet. Here is
the entry, to which there is an ascent by means of a rope-ladder
with wooden steps. At the door the walls are seven feet thick ;
but gradually diminish, till, at the parapet wall of the light, the
thickness is only one foot. The light-room, which is 15 feet in
height by 12 in breadth, is of an octagonal form. The windows
have cast-iron frames, with plates of polished glass a quarter of an
inch thick. The light, which in clear weather is visible at sea at
the distance of eighteen miles, is from oil, with argand burners
placed in the focus of silver-plated reflectors, of the form of a pa-
rabolic curve, and of the diameter of two feet. 'The light revolves,
turning on its axis once in six minutes, in the course of which, a
bright and a dark-red light are alternately exhibited. Two large
bells attached to the light-house are tolled in foggy weather, by
means of the machinery which moves the lights. - At Arbroath a
suit of buildings has been erected, where each light-keeper has
three apartments for the accommodation of his family. Three of
the light-keepers are always at the light-house, where they remain
six weeks at a time, after which they are a fortnight on shore with
their families. Connected with the apartments for their accom-
modation, a signal-tower has been erected, about fifty feet in height,
to communicate with the keepers at therock. The total expense
of this magnificent and important erection was about L.60,000.
Ecclesiastical State.—The parishes of Arbroath and St Vigeans
were originally one ; and both names seem to have been applied
indiscriminately. The disjunction appears to have taken place
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soon after the Reformation. At first the parish was viewed as con-
sisting only of the burgh; hut afterwards, the grounds inclosed
within the walls of the abbey garden, with the croft of Barn-green,
were also considered as belonging to it. The parish church is si-
tuated near the centre of that part of the town which is on the east
side of the Brothock. There are no means, apparently, of ascer-
taining the date of its foundation. In the year 1764, it was con-
siderably enlarged by removing the south wall eight feet back, and
by adding to the accommodation in the aisle on the north side of
the church. In each end, and in the aisle, there is a double tier
of galleries. By recent measurement, it has been found to contain
1412 sittings, allowing eighteen inches to each. Some of the seats
in the galleries are very inconvenient, being so near to the ceiling
that it is difficult for a man of ordinary size to stand in them up-
right. 'There are no free seats for the poor ; the whole being the
property either of individuals, or of corporate bodies, who let, ge-
nerally to the highest bidder, the sittings not required for their
own immediate use. This has often proved a very serious evil,
and has been justly complained of.

The minister of the parish has neither manse nor glebe. In
the year 1701, the arable ground and grass within the abbey gar-
den (which had been bestowed on the Bishop of Brechin during
the reign of protestant episcopacy, and had reverted to the Crown
at the Revolution,) were granted in lease-hold to Mr Fergusson,
then minister of Aberbrothock, in aid of his stipend. But after
his death, the magistrates petitioned for a lease of the said grounds,
which was granted to them in 1787. And again, in 1753, they
applied for, and obtained a grant of them in perpetuity for pay-
ment of an annual feu-duty of L.8 Sterling. All that was assigned
to the minister in lieu of the abbot’s house and garden was the
yearly sum of L. 4, 8s. 11d. Sterling, in name of house-rent.

The first notice of the stipend of the minister of Arbroath, of
which we are aware, is that appended to Dr M¢Crie’s Life of the
celebrated Andrew Melville. His brother, James Melville, appears
to have been minister of this parish,—probably its first incumbent.
In the year 1591, Thomas Ramsay, in Kirktown, bound himself
“ to pay to the richt worchipfull Mr James Melvill, minister of
Aberbrothock, 4 bolls bier, wt. ane peck to the boll, and twa
bolls aitmaill wt. the cheritie, guid and sufficient stuff—the mail
to be for the sd. Mr James awin aeting, all guid and fyne as ony
gentill man sall eat in the country adjacent about him ;—or fail-
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zeing delivery, to pay for every boll 4 lib. of money.”— (Register of
Contracts of the Commissariot of St Andrews.)—¢ He was alive
in March 1596, when he obtained decreet against John Richard-
son, for the few farme of the kirk-lands of Aberbrothock, assigned
to him by the Lords of Counsel, viz. 2 bolls wheat, 28 bolls bear,
and 20 bolls aitmeal.” The stipend of Arbroath is stated by
Playfair in his Description of Scotland, to have amounted in 1755
to L. 71, 18s. 0jd. In the Statistical Account of the parish, writ-
ten in 1792, it is said to have consisted of 6 b. of wheat; 22 b.,
2 f. 3 p. and 1 lip. of barley; 23 b. 2 f. and 2 p. of meal; and
L. 54, 8s. 10d., including the rent for the church-yard grass, but
not including L. 4, 3s. 4d. for communion elements, and L. 4, 8s. 11d.
for house-rent. It has since been augmented, and now consists of
wheat, 6 b.; meal, 69 b. 1 f. 3 p. and 1} lip.; and barley, 68 b.
2 f. and 2} lip.; besides L. 72, 15s.; a teind of fish yielding L. 6 ;
and L. 4, 8s. 11d. for house-rent.*

There is also a permanent assistant minister in the parish, who
officiates as a colleague, and has the charge of one of the two dis-~
tricts into which the parish is divided. His stipend arises partly
from the proceeds of an endowment of L. 790, the commencement
of which was a bequest of L. 565 by a Convener Mill in 1776.
The scanty income which this could afford was made up by the
people, at first to L. 50, and afterwards to L. 60 or L. 70. A large
portion of the emoluments of the session clerkship has since been
added, and the sum given by the people greatly increased ; so that,
during the last year of the incumbency of the writer of this, the
proceeds amounted to L.180.

The patronage of the parish belonged formerly to the Earl of
Panmure, but was forfeited to the Crown in 1715. The patronage
of the office of assistant-minister of the parish is vested in the kirk-
session.

The population of the pansh having greatly increased, a chapel
of ease was erected in 1797, in the north-east corner of the abbey
grounds, under the name of the Abbey Chapel. It accommodates
1268 persons, allowing eighteen inches to each sitter. As in the
parish church, so here also the seats are private property. No
parochial district is assigned to the minister, which we regard as a
great evil. But he may dispense the ordinance of the Lord’s
supper, and baptize the children of those parishioners who are

® The allowance for communion elements is L. 8, 6s. 8d.; and the grass of the
church-yard yields annually L. 4, 10s.
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members of the Established church, provided they are sitters in
the chapel. His stipend is L. 102, arising from a rate imposed
on the seats or pews, according to their valuation at the time when
the chapel was built. The patronage is vested in those of the
proprietors of pews who are members of the Established church.
But it is not necessary, in order to qualify a proprietor to vote,
that he should be a sitter in the chapel. In fact, it cannot be
said that the congregation have the choice of their pastor. By
the constitution it is provided, that a majority of the committee of
management must be members of the kirk-session of the parish. *

Arbroath is the seat of a presbytery, consisting of eleven pa-
rishes, within the bounds of the synod of Angus and Mearns.
From the presbytery, two ministers and a ruling elder are sent
to the General Assembly of Church of Scotland.

As might be expected, there are several dissenting meeting-
houses, viz. one Episcopal, containing 881 sittings; two belong-
ing to the United Secession Synod, the first of which has accom-
modation for 780, and the latter for 600 sitters ; one Relief, seat~
ed for 400; and one Congregational or Independent, with 400
sittings ; besides smaller places of meeting for Glassites, Bereans,
and Baptists. The church accommodation for all classes of dis-
senters may be stated at 2700 sittings ; while that within the pale
of the Established church is 2680 sittings. In the suburbs in
the parish of St Vigeans, there isa Wesleyan Methodist meeting-
house, which will accommodate 300 ; and one belonging to the
Original Secession, which is seated for 300. For the town and
suburbs, the total amount of church accommodation is, in the
Establishment, for 3910 sitters,—and, amongst other denomina-
tions, for 3300. By adverting to the state of church accommoda-
tion merely, the numerical strength of the dissenters might seem
to be considerable. But it must be borne in mind, that most of
the dissenting places of worship are miserably ill attended. It is
difficult, in some cases, to ascertain exactly the amount of stipend
paid to the ministers of those congregations that do not belong to
the Established church. That of the Episcopal minister is es-
timated, including the Easter offerings, at L. 150. The minister
of the first Secession congregation has, we believe, L. 105, be-
sides a house and garden, The second Secession congregation

* Another Chapel of Ease was erected in 1829, for the accommodation of that
portion of the suburbs of Arbroath which belongs to the parish of St Vigeans. It
affords room for 1230 sitters, allowing cighteen inches to each.
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profess to allow to their minister the same sum, without a house
and garden. However it may be at present, a few years ago the
members were unable, or unwilling, to raise that sum; and the
minister, who is since dead, having obtained a grant of any collec-
tions which might be made at an evening service, was supported,
in a great measure, by the voluntary contributions of members of
the Established church, who attended that service and pitied his
case. The Relief minister is understood to have L. 60 per an-
num allowed to him ; whilst all that can be said of the emoluments
of the Congregational or Independent minister is, that they must
be miserably poor. Amongst the Glassites, Bereans, and Baptists,
the ministerial service is gratuitously performed. From the fore-
going statement it will be seen, that none of the livings, whether
in or out of the Establishment, are great. And it may be noticed
in passing, that, within the period of a very few years, three dis-
senting ministers have been literally starved out of the town by
their congregations.

The following tables will serve to exhibit the classification of
the inhabitants of the parish, according to their religious profes-
sion, and are the result of actual enumeration. The first table,
exhibiting the state of religious profession in the year 1823, in-
cludes not only the parish of Arbroath, but the suburbs also in
St Vigeans parish. The other tables, which exhibit the state of
religious profession in 1831, refer to the parish of Arbroath only.

State of religious profession in 1823.

Parish of Suburbs in
Arbroath. St Vigeans, 1ot

_ Established Church, - 5209 2806 8015
Episcopalians, - - 423 117 540
United Secession, - 05 232 537
Original Secession, - 24 107 181
Methodists, - - 221 61 282
Glassites, - - 99 35 134
Congregationalists, - 57 42 99
Bereans, - - 17 15 2
Dalites, - - - 5 5 10
Baptists, - - 1 5 6
Socinians, - - 2 0 2
Universalist, - - 1 0 1
No denomination, - 118 73 186

Total, - - 6477 3498 9975

Summary, viz.
Established Church, - 5209 2806 8015
Dissenters, - - 1155 619 1774
No denomination, - 118 73 186
Total, - - 6477 3498 9975

FORFAR. G
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In the above table, those are entered as belonging to the Esta-
blished church, who, whilst members of the same, were sitters at
the time in other places of worship, in consequence of the want of
church accommodation in the Establishment. In the subsequent
tables, all are entered according to the church, chapel, or meet-
ing-house, in which they professed to attend worship in ordinary.
Some, in consequence, are entered as dissenters, who profess to be
members of the Establishment.

Persons Persons above Familiesorpor- Number of
rofesing 0T 20 years of age "I OLITIS | Peren e,
Established Church.  womhip.  **' Communicants. '®J0LommMU- of portiuas of
Arbroath Church, - 2865 1474 236 7 63
Arbroath Chapel, - 1481 693 132 32 108
St Vigeans’ Chapel, - 690 360 51 6 14
St Vigeans' Church, - 76 33 7 2 2
Arbirlot Church, -' 8 6 90 0 0
No fixed place in the )
Establishment, y 28 . 106 41 n2
Dissenters.
1st United Secession, - 230 127 26 13 21
2d United Secession, - 257 111 28 19 84
Orriginal Secession, - 13 7 1 4 4
Episcopalians, - - 433 214 42 17 56
Relief, - - 203 74 24 7 16
Wesleyan Methodists, - 142 48 25 12 38
Congregationalists, - 84 P 31 15 35
Glassites, - - 69 b1} 12 4 21
Bereans, - - 11 8 1 1 1
Baptists, - - 9 b] 3 1 4
Papists, - - 13 3 7 5 6
No denomination, - 41 0 24 21 41
° Summary, viz. — L — —_— — —
Established church, - 5418 2624 532 108 299
Dissenters, - 1484 646 200 98 236
No denomination, - 4] 0 24 21 41
Total, - 6943 3290 756 227 576

It appears by the foregoing table, that, amongst every 1000
persons professing to attend worship, there are, in the Establish-
ed church, 484 communicants; and among the dissenters, 435
communicants ;—that, in the Established church, the proportion
of persons above twenty years of age who are not communicants
is 98 in 1000 : and, amongst the dissenters, 134 in 1000 ;—and
that in the Established church, the proportion of the number of
persons in families, and portions of families, amongst whom there
is not a single communicant, is 55 in 1000 ; whilst, amongst the
dissenters, the proportion is 157 in 1000.
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The following table exhibits the number of sittings in the
Established church occupied as private property, or rented, by
persons residing in the parish of Arbroath ; with the number of per-
sons for whose accommodation they are thus occupied or rented ;
and also the number of persons amongst whom, while professing
to attend worship in the Establishment, there is not a single sit-
ting occupied as property, or rented.

Persons by Persons by whom
Sittings occu- whom they no sittings are ei-

pied asproper- are thus oc-  ther occupied as
ty, or rented. cupied, or property, or rent-
ed.

rented.
Parish church of Arbroath, - 1388 2439 426
Arbroath Chapel of Ease, - 729 1297 184
St Vigeans Chapel of Ease, - 442 650 40
Parish church of St Vigeans, - 4 56 20
Parish church of Arbirlot, - - f— 8
No fixed place in the Esta- - _ - 208
blishment, -
Total, . - 2583 4442 976

Divine service in the Established church is in general well at-
tended. There is evening service in the parish church during five
months in the year, commencing in the month of April. Such a
service,—even if it were continued all the year round,—may be
deemed almost necessary, as, in many families, circumstances, often
unavoidable, occur, which prevent some of the inmates from getting
out to church during the day. Yetit is to be feared that the lau-
dable object for which ¢ the exercise,” as it is familiarly termed,
was originally established, has come to be abused. Many of those
who attend might be better employed in instructing their children
at home. Among the dissenters, with whom such services are
common, the evening is accounted the grand diet. The best pre-
pared discourse is reserved till then, and seats are provided for all
who contribute a halfpenny to the collection, and thus assist in
keeping up the money concerns of the meeting-house. Amidst the
good which might result from evening services in Arbroath, if at-
tended only by those for whom they are necessary, this evil has
arisen, that they have tended to add to the number of those be-
longing to the Established church who rent no sittings, but who
might easily, in most cases, pay a moderate seat rent. These have
got into the way of trusting to free seats at the ¢ evening exercise;”
and their families are brought up in habits of carelessness in regard
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to that which was deemed essential to the respectability of the men
of a former generation.

In the Established church the Lord’s supper is dispensed twice
a year. The average number of communicants each time may be
stated at about 850 in the parish church, and 680 in the Abbey
chapel of ease. Amongst the operative classes, it is very common
for the husband to communicate at the one time, and the wife at
the other; while, it is to,be feared, not a few, under the pretence
of family cares, do not communicate so often as once in the year.

Societies for Religious Purposes.—At the head of these may be
placed the Sabbath evening school society, which comprehends
within the field of its operations the parishes of Arbroath and St
Vigeans. It has been in active operation upwards of twenty years.
Dissenters are admitted to teach in its schools, but only on the
condition of declaring their adherence to the doctrinal standards of
the Established church. A library of 1100 volumes is connected
with the institution ; and, besides the ordinary religious books for
children and young persons, contains several works of a valuable
description. The receipts of the society during the year 1831
amounted to L.31, 0s. 3;d. and.the expenditure to L.33, 14s.
4d. The number of male teachers at the same period was 49,
and of female teachers 6; while the number of male scholars at-
tending the schools was 437, and of female scholars 593, in all,
1030. The population of the district, included within the field of
the society’s operations, is 14,078; so that 1 of 13§ of the exist-
ing population is receiving Sabbath school instruction. The re-
ports of the society do not distinguish the number of scholars resid-
ing respectively in the parishes of Arbroath and St Vigeans. But
the enumeration of the inhabitants of the parish of Arbroath in
1831, exhibited, in regard to this, the following result :

Age. Males. Females. Total. Age. Males. Females. Total.
Under 6, - 12 11 23 1520, - 11 29 40

6-10, - 82 104 186 20-30, - 0 7 7

10-15, - 84 124 208 _— i —

_ Total, - 189 275 464

A Bible society has existed in the parish since the year 1812. .

It has been auxiliary to the Edinburgh Bible Society since the
British and Foreign Bible Society showed no sign of amendment
in the matter of promoting the circulation of the Apocrypha. The
average annual income of the institution during the years 1829 and
.. 1830wasL.38. A society for religious purposes in general, which,
...3% 3 a few years ago, was in a flourishing condition, has since in a great
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measure fallen away. A home missionary society for the town and
suburbs was established in 1830. The expenditure during the
year ending March 1832 was L. 43, 10s. 6d., leavmg a balance
against the society of L. 5, 13s. 4d.

Deputatlons from most of the leading religious institutions in
the united kingdom visit Arbroath in the course of the season. A
few years ago, when it was presumed that a Catholic spirit pervaded
the several bodies of Dissenters, the collectlons, made up chxeﬂy
of what was given by members of the Established church, were in
general liberal. But they have fallen much off since the Dissen-
ters began to exhibit a spirit of sectarian virulence against the Es-
tablishment. In the parish church and chapel of ease, collections
have been made from time to time in aid of the Scottish Mission-
ary, the Bible and the Gaelic school societies, as well as the Ge-
neral Assembly’s schools, and the General Assembly’s mission to
India. No record, apparently, has been kept of these collections,
so that the amount cannot be exhibited. On the whole, however,
the total amount subscribed and collected annually in the parish
for religious purposes may be stated at about L. 130 or L. 140.

Education.—IHustrative of the state of education, the following
table exhibits the number of persons residing in the parish, who
were returned in the census of 1831 as being then at school.

Number at School.

Ages. Males. Females. Total.
26 - 181 107 238
6-10, - 263 T 2% 499
10-15, - 147 185 282
15-20, - 18 23 36
20-30, - 2 ] 5
Total, - 556 504 1060

The above includes those attending week-day schools of every
description. On the same occasion, a return was made of the num-
ber of persons above six years of age who could neither read nor

write, of which the following is an abstract:
Number who cannot read.  Number who cannot write.
Ages. Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total.

6-10, . 2 7 9 170 239 409
10-15 - - 0 1 1 29 e 127
15-90, . 3 3 6 17 28 225
050, - .0 5 5 1 20 21
Above 50, - 2 5 7 23 275 208
Toa, - - 7 2 28 250 1040 1200
615 . - 2 8 10 199 337 53
Abovels, - 5 13 I8 51 708 754
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In the foregoing table, are included, as unable to read or write,
those only, who, by their own confession, or that of their parents
or guardians, have never been taught even the first principles of
reading or writing. But those are not included, whose inability to
read or write has been occasioned by blindness, insanity, or any
other physical defect. It may likewise be stated, that many of
those who have left school, and who profess to be able to read or
write, can do so very imperfectly. We have not, however, the
means of distinguishing such from others who have so profited by
their education as to enjoy the advantages arising from it.

In the parish there are in all twenty-four schools; four of
which, connected with an establishment which has of late been
termed the Arbroath Academy, are under one roof. These four
are endowed,—and may be viewed as having come in place of what
was originally the parochial school. The other schools in the
parish are unendowed. One of them is supported by an associa-
tion, termed the Arbroath Female Benevolent Society, for the in-
struction, gratuitously, of poor children. The school-house was
erected out of funds raised by subscription. An infant school was
established in 1831,—and is supported partly by subscription, and
partly by means of school fees. Besides these, there are two
schools for the instruction of young ladies in the useful and ele-
gant branches of female education. And, in addition to these,
there are ten schools, intended chiefly for beginners, taught by
elderly women in the more humble walks of life. The academy is
under the superintendence of a rector, and three masters, to each
of whom a separate department is assigned. The salary of the
rector is L. 34, and L. 6, 10s. in name of house rent. Including
the emoluments derived from a mortification by the late town-clerk,
Mr Colvill, for the education of five poor children, his income,
apart from fees, may be estimated at about L. 50 per annum. The
other masters have each a salary of L. 25 per annum. The fol-
lowing is a list of the branches taught at the academy, with the
fees annexed, as authorized by the magistrates and directors.

I. Classical and Mathematical Department.

Latin and Greek, with antiquities and ancient geography, per quarter, L.0 8 6
French, - - - - - - - - 010 6
French, with either Latin or Greek, or all three, - - - 013 6
Mathematics, - - - - - - - 010 6
Navigation, - - - - - - - 010 6

Do. per course, - - - - - - 111 6

Do. with lunar observations, per course, - - - 220
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Geography, first course of six months, - - - - L.1 10

Do. with history and construction of maps, - - - 015 0

Elements of chronology and British history, - - - - 010 6

II. Commercial Depan.mem.

'riting, plain and ornamental, per quarter, - - 0 40
Writing, arithmetic with the demonstrations, and geognphy, %0 far as re-

lates to places upon maps, - - - - 0 6 0

Book-keeping in all its forms, - - - - - 010 6

III. English Department.

English reading and recitation, per quarter, - - 050
Do. do. and English grammar, mcludmg eomposmon xfreqmred, - 060
Grammar by itself, - - 050
IV. General Schools.
English, - - - - - - - - - 030
English and writing, - - - - - - 083 6
English, writing, and arithmetic, - - - - 0 40
The above, with English grammar or Latin, - - - 0 4 6

When the erection of the academy was contemplated, in 1820, the
magistrates, with a view to obtain the assistance of the public, pro-
posed that every person, subscribing L. 10, or upwards, to the in-
tended building, should be a director for life, and have a vote in
the appointment of the masters, with the exception of the rector,
the nomination of whom remains with the magistrates and the pa-
rish minister as before. In the unendowed schools in the parish,
taught by males, the average fees, per quarter, are,—English 4s.;
do. with writing, 5s.; do. do. with arithmetic, 6s. 6d. The fees at
schools taught by elderly women, are, commonly, three half-pence
per week. In the first established of the two schools in the parish,
for the board and education of young ladies, the following are the
terms on which the subjoined branches are taught, per quarter,—

Music, three lessons a-week, - - - - - L1 5
Ditto, five lessons a-week, - - - -
Drawing. - - - - - -
French, - - - - - -
Italian, - - - - -
Geography and lnswry - - - - -
Writing and arithmetic, - - - -
Faney work, - - - - - -
Plain work, - - - - - -
Ditto, with English and grammar, - - -

COCOO~O =~
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Young ladies are taught all the branches for L. 12 per annum.
Board, exclusive of education, at this seminary, is L. 25 per annum,
and washing L. 4 per annum.

Literature.—It cannot, perhaps, be said that there is much taste



104 FORFARSHIRE.

in the town for the higher branches of literature. Few parents
think of giving their children a classical education. Of late, how-
ever, there is an improvement in this respect.—There is a public
library, the property of which is vested in the shareholders. The
purchase money is L. 5, besides half a guinea of annual subscrip-
tion. The number of volumes in the library is upwards of 4000,
of which one-fourth consists of novels and romances, and one-
eighth of voyages and travels. It contains the leading monthly
and quarterly reviews and magazines. But works of a theological
nature have, in a great measure, heen excluded.— A small library,
consisting of theological and miscellaneous publications, is attach-
ed to the Abbey Chapel of Ease, and another of a similar de-
scription to the Chapel of Ease in the parish of St Vigeans.—A
mechanics’ library was instituted in 1824. It contains upwards of
500 volumes, of a theological as well as scientific description.
With this it is intended to connect a mechanics’ institution or school
of arts; and a building for the purpose has just been erected.
This comprises also a mechanics’ reading-room, which is open every
day of the week, Sabbath excepted. There is another public read-
ing-room in the town, frequented by most of the merchants and
higher class of shopkeepers; which, we regret to remark, is kept
open on the Lord’s day. There is no newspaper or other perio-
dical work published in the town. The provincial newspaper,
which has the greatest circulation in the place, is the Montrose
Review.

Charitable and other Institutions.— There is neither alms-house,
poor-house, hospital, dispensary, nor lunatic-asylum in the town.
Still, however, there are several charitable institutions connected
with the parish. The most ancient of these is Carmichael’s mor-
tification for the benefit of seven shipmasters’ widows. The be-
quest is dated 29th August 1733; and, at present, the net pro-
ceeds arising from land-rent, feu-duties, and the interest of L. 600,
amount to L. 130.

By deed of mortification, 6th July 1811, the late John Colvill,
Esq. town-clerk of Arbroath, left property for the following pur-

- poses connected with the parish, viz. L.30 per annum to the pa-
rochial schoolmaster of Arbroath, for the education of five poor
children of that town, he furnishing each of them with pens, ink,
paper, and books, to the value of L.2;—also L. 10 yearly to the
clergyman of the Scotch Episcopal chapel of Arbroath; and L. 10
yearly to the poor of Arbroath, under the direction of the minis-
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ter and Kirk-session; and, in addition to this, a sum annually to
twenty poor householders, which at present yields about L. 3, 10s.
to each.

A Destitute Sick Society was instituted in 1812. Several sums
have been bequeathed to it since that period, which will have the
effect of rendering it permanent ; but it depends for support chiefly
on voluntary contribution. The sums distributed weekly to each
patient, vary from one shilling to half-a-crown ;—the average may
be stated at eighteen pence. The average annual expenditure is
about L.73. That during the year 1831, was L.75, 15s.

There have been several Friendly Societies connected with the
parish, some of which have failed in consequence of the inaccuracy
of the calculations made at the outset. The Glovers’ Friendly
Society, which was instituted in 1802, has since been remodelled
on approved principles. Another, styled the Arbroath and St
Vigeans’ Friendly Society, was established in 1830, on principles
which bid fair to enable it to succeed.

Savings Bank.— This useful institution was established in 1815.

_ The following table exhibits the transactions for each year:

Receipts. Disbursements.

From May 1815 to January 1817, L. 684 6 6 . L 81913 6
January 1817 to 1818, 379 16 3 - 09 9 0
1818 to 1819, 48917 8 - 32 7 5

1819 to 1820, 516 13 3 - 342 711

1820 to 1821, 553 4 0 - 45415 4

1821 to 1822, 876 211 - 51818 5

1822 to 1823, 1181 2 7 - 79 15 38

1823 to 1824, 1214 9 8 - 1104 17 7

1824 to 1825, 1756 4 0O - 1294 17 4

1825 to - 1826, 2519 13 10 - 1775 8 1

1826 to 1827, 15483 7 5 - 2596 7 5

1827 to 1828, 1273 4 4 - 1127 4 4

1828 to 1829, 1758 17 10 - 1457 110

1829 to 1830, 2437 12 11 - 1849 13 5

1830 to 1831, 2282 1 8 - 1999 15 8

1881 to 1832, 2720 8 5 - 2298 8 4

1832 to 1833, 2937 10 8 - 2614 6 7

Of 648 depositors at last balance, there were 344 adult females,
267 adult males, and 37 children. The first class of depositors
consists principally of maid-servants in the town and neighbour-
hood, of unmarried women not in service, and of girls at spinning-
mills. The second class are principally weavers, and other low-
paid tradesmen. And ‘here it may be stated as a fact worthy of
notice, that very few of the deposits are by tradesmen who receive
what may be termed very high wages. Among this class, likewise,
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there are accounts kept in the name of individuals for behoof of
temporary societies, consisting of from 50 to 80 individuals, who
pay each sixpence or a shilling weekly, which accumulates till a
term, when it is uplifted for the purpose of paying rents, &c. Since
1830, two societies have been formed in the village of Auchmithie,
in the adjoining parish of St Vigeans, among the fishermen, each
consisting of 25 members, who pay sixpence weekly, and deposit
the amount in the savings bank. Thus, the ramifications of the
institution are much farther spread than the number of depositors
would at first sight appear to indicate.

Poor and Parochial Funds.— The parish of Arbroath is not sub-
jected to the curse of an assessment for the support of the poor.
The following is the number of persons, in the years 1830, 1831,
and 1832, receiving parochial aid, thh the sums allotted for their
maintenance.

In 1830. In 1831. In 1832,
Weekly pensioners, . . . 48 . 45 . 44
Sum expended in supporting them, L.141 16 6 TL.13510 7 ©L.128 1 8
Persons receiving occasional aid, . 147 . 141 . 187

Sum expended in relieving them, L.74 14 0 L. 62 4 6 L. 7318 9
The allowance to weekly pensioners on the poors’ roll varies from
9d. to 4s. per week. The usual allowance may be stated at 1s.
per week. ‘There is also expended annually by the kirk-session
about L. 45 for coals to the poor. The annual cost of lunatics is
from L.30 to L.40. The amount of funds for the support of the
poor, under the management of the session, durmg the years 1830,

1831, and 1832, is as follows:
In 1830. In 1838I. In 1832

Azising from collections at the parish
church and chapel of ease, . L.202 11 93 L.194 11 38 L. 194 19 10}

Arising from mortifications and other
sources, . . . . 162 1 23 15016 1 121 18 9§
Total, . . L.364 18 0 L.345 7 4 -L.316 13 '8
The total expenditure for the poor has been, in 1830, L. 875,
6s. 2d.; in 1831, L. 857, 7s. 2d.; and, in 1832, L.366, 19s. 5d.
It appears, from the above statement, that, during these years, the
expenditure has exceeded the income. This has arisen, partly,
from  untoward events” in connection with the chapel of ease,
where the collections have fallen off one-half of what they were
some time ago. But the cause of this defalcation of revenue, will,
it is hoped, be speedily removed, that the evils of a compulsory

assessment may be avoided.

Prisons.—There is a jail in the burgh of Arbroath. It is well
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secured, and every means observed for preserving the health, and
promoting the comfort, of the prisoners. The jailor is under the
superintendence of one of the bailies of the town by turns. The
number of persons confined in the jail, during the year 1831, was
55, of whom 46 were imprisoned for debt, 6 for theft, and 3 for
desertion of service.

Fairs.—Of these there are two held in the parish. Whatever
may have been the business transacted at them formerly, the whole
is now confined to the sale chiefly of ready-made shoes, sweet-
meats, &c. ; while, in the evening, the public houses are crowded
with the idle and intemperate.

Inns and Alehouses.— Of these there were, in 1832, within the
royalty, 85; in the parish, without the royalty, 10 ; total within the
parish 95. Thus there is in the parish, on an average, one public
house, or place where spirituous liquors are sold, to every 18 fa-
milies, or to every 40 individuals, of the population of both sexes,
above 20 years. We have already said that a very large portion
of the misery which afflicts the labouring classes may be traced to
habits of intemperance. And one of the causes of the prevalence
of this vice may fairly be ascribed to the number of public houses
which are licensed.

Fuel—The fuel made use of in the parish is coal, imported
by sea from the counties of Durham and Northumberland. Coal
is likewise imported from the Firth of Forth, chiefly for the use of
large manufacturing establishments, where steam is employed as
the moving power.

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

Table showing wages, per yeek, of the following classes of
artisan labour :—

1812. 1819. 1826. 1833.
Ship-carpenters, . L1 2 0 LOI15 0 L1 00 LOM O
House-carpenters, 0l4 0 0156 0 012 o
Masons, 012 8 0 9 0 010 3 010 3}
Founders, . 110 110 1 00 1 10
Blacksmiths, 016 0 1 oo 016 0 015 0
Tailors, . 015 0 015 0 016 0 018 0
Curriers, 112 0 1 80 1 80 t 80
Tanners, 015 0 014 O 013 o0 013 0
Millwrights, 012 0 1 00 017 o 015 0
Weavers, 016 0 012 0 012 0 012 6
Flax.dressers, 015 9 09 0 010 ¢ 010 ¢
Shoemakers, 10s. to . 012 0 012 0 012 0 012 o
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Table showing the prices of provisions and other necessaries of
life, during the following years, for the working-classes :—
1812. 1819. 1826. 1833.
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Wheaten bread per quart. loaf, L0 1 6 L.0
Oatmeal per peck of 8lb. Dutch,
Potatoes per stone of 16lb. Dutch,
Barley per Ib. avoirdupois,

Beef do. . .
Mutton do. .

Cheese do. .

Butter do. * .
Beupahrrelofngﬂlom 010 o
Soap per 1b. . .

Candles per Ib. .
Brown sugar per lb.

Tea per lb.

Salt per Ib. .

Coals per imperial hrrel

Hats each, . .
Shoes for men per palr, .
Shoes for women per pair, .
Coarse calico per yard, .
House-rent per year,
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Since the preceding account was printed, the following state-
ment has been obtained of the average gross amount of raw pro-
duce yearly raised in the parish :—

Grain of all kinds, whether cultivated for food of man or the domestic ani-

mals, - - - - - - L14% 0 o
Potatoes, turnips, &c. cultivated in the ficlds for food, - 5210 0
Hay, meadow or cultivated, - - - - 840 0 o
Land in pasture, - - ‘- - - 820 0 o
Gardens and orchards, - - 850 0 0
Annual thinning and penodwll t'ellmg of woods, - -

Fisheries, - - - - 1200 0 0
L4142 10 0

December 1833.



PARISH OF FARNELL.

PRESBYTERY OF BRECHIN, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. HENRY BREWSTER, MINISTER.*

L—TorocrAPHY AND NaTURAL HisToRY.

Name, Boundaries, &c.— THE name of this parish was ancient-
ly written Fernell, afterwards Fernwall or Farnwall ; but now com-
monly Farnell. Fernell is said to be of Gaelic origin,—fern
signifying a den, and nell a swan ; from which it would appear that
the name had been taken from a den near the church, which may
once have been the abode of swans.

The parish of Kinnaird was disjoined from Farnell, and formed
into a separate parish, about the year 1633; but was again an-
nexed (all except a small part, which fell into the parish of Bre-
chin,) in 1787. 'The parish is about three English miles long, by '
two broad, and consequently contains about six square miles.
This, however, is exclusive of a large plantation or forest which
is attached to it, of 1500 or 1600 acres, in a moor called Mon- -
teith-mont Muir: and the property in this parish holds, along
with others, a right over an extensive nndmded common, lying on
the south, called Rossie muir.

It is bounded on the east by the parish of Marytown; on the
south by Rossie muir ; on the west by the parishes of Kinnell and
Brechin; and on the north by the parish of Brechin and the
river South Esk.

Topographical Appearance and Soil.—The lands are generally
flat,—rising tewards the north and along the south side of the
parish. Extending into the parishes of Marytown and Craig, there
is a ridge of hills, but of no considerable height. In these higher
grounds, as well as in the western district, which has been more
lately brought under culture, the soil is of an inferior quality, con-
sisting chiefly of light black earth. The rest of the parish is of

® This Account was drawn up by the late incumbent, the Rev. Alexander Doug-
las,
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a very rich clay and loamy soil, much resembling that in the
Carse of Gowrie, between Perth and Dundee ; and is admirably
adapted for carrying heavy crops of wheat.

Hydrography.—The South Esk is the only river of any con-
sequence connected with the parish. It takes its rise among the
Grampian mountains,—runs close by the south side of the town
of Brechin, and, after meandering beautifully through the strath,
discharges itself into the basin formed by the reflux of the sea on
the west side of Montrose. 'The part of it which separates Far-
nell from Brechin is particularly beautiful. The banks are taste-
fully wooded ; and there is a pleasure drive along them, which
opens up at several places into views highly pleasing and pic-
turesque. Near the church, also, there is a small rivulet, which,
though inconsiderable in its ordinary state, swells in rainy seasons
" to an amazing height, overflowing the banks, and laying the ad-
joining fields under water. Means, however, have been recently
taken for keeping it within its channel, and thus preventing the
injury which it was apt to occasion.

IL—CiviL HisTory.

Land-Owner.—The whole parish is the property of Sir James
Carnegie, Baronet, of Southesk. A plan of his estates is in the
course of being formed, every farm being surveyed and inserted
at the letting of a new leasé. That part which lies within this
parish is already almost completed.

Parochial Registers.—These extend back to the year 1699, are
full and distinct, and apparently kept with great regularity. But
those of Kinnaird, while it existed as a separate parish, have been
altogether lost; and no trace or history of them can be found.

Antiquities.—On the north side of the church, and almost en-
circled by the den from which the parish is supposed to take its
name, stands an old castle, once the property and residence of the
Ogilvies of Airly. It is kept in good repair, and part of it is al-
lotted as a free dwelling to some infirm and indigent people.

Modern Buildings.— Kinnaird Castle, the mansion of the South-
esk family, is an elegant and spacious modern building. Itisof a
square form, with a square tower at each corner, and has a very
imposing and princely appearance. The lofty trees around the
extensive lawn in front, the flower garden, and other ornamental
" appendages, harmonize well with the building itself, and contribute

not a little to its elegance and beauty. The whole place is on a
4
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scale of magnificence hardly exceeded, if equalled, by any in this
part of the country.

The are two meal and two saw-mills in the parish, but no ma-
nufactories or other mills. One of these saw-mills is occasionally
employed (between twenty and thirty circular saws being fixed
upon the same axis, at a little distance from each other,) for cut-
ting into dust the jaw bones of whales to make manure for land,
especially for raising turnip crops.

III.—PorpuraTION.
In 1800 the population amounted to 576

1811 - - - 582
1821 - s - 599
1831 - - - 592

The population has of late been rather on the decrease, owing
principally to the uniting of farms, by which the number of tenants
and labourers and residing families is necessarily diminished.

1. Number of families in the parish, - - .- - - 128
of familics chiefly engaged in agriculture, - - 88

in trade, manufactures, or handmnﬁ, - 17

2 Number of unmarried men, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 6
of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, - 30

3. The average number of births yearly for the last seven years, - - 20
of deaths, - - - . - 8

of marriages, - - - 4

4. The number of persons at present wunder 15 years of age, - - 230
upwards of 70, - .- - 35

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— There are about 3325 acres
of cultivated land in the parish; and 562 under wood, besides the
forest of 1500 or 1600 acres, already alluded to. There are about
600 acres in undivided common, which fall to be divided among
the parishes of Farnell, Kinnell, Marytown, and Craig. About
50 of these, in the parish of Farnell, are supposed to be capable
of being profitably improved. Waste ground is hardly to be seen
in the parish.

The wood is planted, and the management as to pruning, &e.
is judicious. Scotch and larch firs seem to be the species of trees
best adapted for the soil, and of these chiefly the plantations consist ;
but the different kinds of hard-wood might also be cultivated with
success, as appears from some large old trees about the policies
of Kinnaird, as well as from the thriving state of such as have been
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more recently planted. The average rent of arable land is about
40s. per acre.

Rate of Wages.—The rate of wages for different kinds of farm-
labourers and country artisans is, per day, from 1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d.
in winter ; and from 1s. 6d. to 2s. in summer.

Husbandry.—Husbandry is in a highly advanced state; and much
especially has been done in the way of draining. The leases are
in all ordinary cases for nineteen years, and are considered favour-
able to the tenant. The farm-houses and other buildings and en-
closures are in general excellent ; and every encouragement seems
to be given to the industry and spirit for improvement which exists
amongst the farmers. The ordinary kinds of farm stock are rear-
ed with great success; and of the prizes given for such by the For-
farshire Agricultural Association, the produce of this parish has for
many years carried off a distinguished share.

Produce.— The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish may be as follows:

Wheat, - 1763 bolls, - L.2567 1 6
Barley, - 2575 - - 2877 13 0
Oats, - 3377 - - 3180 0 2
Pease and beans, - 1133 - - 901 13 7
Turnips, 201 acres, - - - 1005 0 O
Potatoes, 1193 acres, - - 1195 0 0
New grass cut, 1874 acres, - - 1126 0 ©
New grass pasture, 467} acres, - - 1860 0 O
Natural pasture, 30, - - - 15 0 0

L.14,716 8 3

Fishery.—There is a salmon fishing in the river South Esk,
which at present yields a rental of L. 250 a-year.

V.—ParocuiaL EcoNnomy.

Market-Town, Means of Communication.— The parish contains
neither town nor village. The nearest post and market-town is
Brechin, which is distant between three or four miles from the
church. A turnpike road is at present in the course of being made
between Montrose and Forfar, two miles of which lie in this
parish.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church is very conveniently situate,”
not a house in the parish being more than two miles distant, and
the greater part not above half that distance. It is a Gothic
building of oblong form, with vaulted roof, and has a very tasteful
appearance both within and wi;hout. It was built in the year 1806,
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and is still in good repair. It is capable of accommodating above
330 sitters.

The manse was built at different periods; but all of it since the
year 1794. It is in good repair. .

There are about seven acres of glebe, valued at L. 18 or L. 20
a-year. The stipend, since 1811, when it was last augmented,
has been 134 bolls, 1] pecks meal; 32 bolls potatoe-oats; and
97 bolls, 3 firlots, 3 pecks barley; besides the usual allowance of
L. 8, 6s. 8d. for communion elements.

There are twelve grown up persons in this parish who attend
worship at' Dissenting chapels in Brechin; two families, both nu-
merous, comprising about fourteen members in all, commonly re-
siding in this parish, attend Episcopalian chapels. The rest of the
population belongs to the Established church; and divine service
is in general well attended. The average number of communicants
at the Established church for some years past has been about 275.

An annual church collection is made for religious purposes;
which, after deducting the average collection for the poor, has
hitherto amounted to L. 9 or L. 10 a-year. :

Education.—Besides the parish school, there are two schools
taught by females for young children, and for the branches pecu-
liar to girls. These are supported by school fees, and the teachers
have each a salary and free house allowed by the family of South-
esk; there are also two Sabbath schools, both numerously attended.

The salary of the parochial teacher is L.30; the amount of
school fees received probably from L.20 to L.24 a-year. He has
the legal accommodations. The school fees per quarter are 2s. 6d.
for reading; and 6d. additional, either for writing or arithmetic; and
1s. for both. It is believed that all persons in the parish above
six years of age are able to read.

. Library.— There is a parish library, consisting of religious books;
and a fair proportion of readers resorts to it.

Poor.—The average number of persons receiving parochial aid
is from fifteen to twenty ; and the average allowance to each is from
three to six shillings per month ; though in some instances consider-
ably more, according to the necessities of the case. Besides those
on the regular roll, others get oceasional help, and a share of the
money which is distributed for purchasing coals.

The several sums expended on the poor amount to L. 50 or
L. 60; of this L. 25 is the interest of legacies® and other lying-

® The legacies are as follows :—in 1762, one of 600 merks, by Dean Carnegie, of
FORFAR. H
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money, amounting in all to L. 500, for which the heritor gives five
per cent. ; the rest being made up by church collections and liberal
donations received from time to time from the heritor and his lady.
Besides those supported by the session-funds, there are several
who have free houses, pensions, or other privileges; so that, upon
the whole, the condition of the poor in this parish is rather un-
usually comfortable. There are still occasional and very decided
manifestations of an unwillingness to receive parochial relief; but
that spirit is here, as elsewhere, visibly on the decline.

Inns.—In this parish there is neither an inn nor an alehouse,
nor is the want of them regretted by any.

Fuel—Coals are the fuel chiefly in use. They are brought
from Montrose, or from a harbour on the west side of the basin at
Old Montrose, by which two miles of land-carriage are saved.
Decayed wood and loppings of trees, which are sold publicly from
time to time, and at a moderate rate, are found very serviceable
in this respect.

the family of Craigo, once minister of this parish; in 1815, one of L. 200 by David
Lyall, Esq. of Gallery, intended chiefly to be distributed for purchasing coals ; and
in 1830, one of L. 200 by Thomas Webster, Esq. Heathfield, for the gencral benefit
of the poor.

January 1833.



PARISH OF MARYTOWN.

PRESBYTERY OF BRECHIN, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. ANDREW FERGUSSON, MINISTER.

I.—TorograPHY AND NaTUuraL History.

Name, Boundaries, &c.— THE name of Marytown was probably
given to this parish in honour of the Virgin Mary,—a well on the
border of the parish still retaining the name of Marywell. The
parish is bounded by the river South Esk, and the basin (commonly
called the back sands,) of Montrose on the north; by the parish
of Craig on the east; by the sea and the parish of Lunan on the
south ; and by the parish of Farnell on the west.

Its extent from east to west is about a mile and a-half; and from
north to south three miles.

Topographical Appearances.— A small ridge of hills run through
it from east to west, dividing it into two estates,—Old Montrose
and Dysart. The sea coast, which forms the boundary of the latter,
consists of very high rocks, which afford shelter to a variety of sea
fowl. Marytown Law, which forms a part of that ridge, is a con-
siderable eminence founded on a rock 300 or 400 feet above the
level of the sea. It is evidently artificial, and probably in old times
was either an alarm-post, as it commands a very extensive view,
both of sea and land ; or a place where the great family of Mon-
trose administered justice to its vassals. The top of it affords
one of the most beautiful prospects in Scotland. To the north,
close under the eye, is the rich and fertile strath extending from
Brechin to Montrose, marked with the windings of the river South
Esk, and with a number of elegant country seats; there is also a fine
view of both these towns, with the basin and harbour of Montrose;
and in the back ground are the Grampian mountains, and part of
the adjoining county of Kincardine. To the east and south lies the
well cultivated parish of Craig, adorned with several gentlemen’s
seats, and the prospect is terminated by an extensive view of the
German Ocean,
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Roology.—In the river South Esk, which forms the northern
boundary of the parish, there is abundance of salmon, grilse, sea-
trout, &c. In the month of May, a great quantity of beautiful clear
small trout called smouts make their appearance. Itis said that they
are the salmon fry spawned the preceding autumn, and are then go-
ing down from the river to the sea, where they arriveat maturity. A
vast variety of aquatic birds frequent the basin or back sands, es-
pecially in the winter season, viz. wild geese, ducks of various kinds,
gulls, sea-magpies, curlews, herons, &c. The wild geese arrive
in great flocks about the end of October, and generally remain till
March. They frequent the fields on the low grounds throughout
the day, where they feed upon the wheat stubble in autumn, and
the green wheat in winter; and they return to the basin at night.
The ducks, on the contrary, remain in the basin through the day;
but when the night falls, they go to the land, and feed upon the
stubble fields. In'severe storms, swans are also to be seen in the
basin ; but they do not remain long. There is a great abundance
of partridge in the parish, and some quails and pheasants.

Botany.— The only rare plant in the parish is the A¢ropa Bella-
donna, or deadly nightshade, which grows in the Den of Bonny-
town. Its berries are of a dark-purple colour, and highly injuri-
ous when taken internally. Their juice forms a beautiful ink of a
bluish colour, which is durable on paper, if used when pressed
from the berry ; but, if kept in a phial, it in a few days loses both
strength and colour.

II.— Civir HisTory.

The parish, as already mentioned, consists of two estates, Old
Montrose and Dysart, which are separated half a mile from each
other by a part of the parish of Craig intervening. Old Mon-
trose was the property of the great family of Montrose till the reign
of Charles IL when it came into the possession of the Earl of
Middleton. Since that time it has passed through many hands,
and- is now the property of Sir James Carnegie of Southesk,
Baronet. From its name, one would suppose that there had been
a town here before the present town of Montrose was built ; but of
that there is no tradition. Bonnytown, formerly a separate pro-
perty, but now a part of the estate of Old Montrose, was once the
residence of the family of Wood. The foundation of the castle
they inhabited is still to be seen; and of a moat or broad deep
ditch by which it was surrounded and fortified, the vestige still re-
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mains. The other estate, Dysart, belongs to David Carnegy, Esq.
of Craigo. Neither of the heritors reside in the parish.

Parochial Registers.—The parochial register begins in 1738,
and has been regularly kept since that time ; and part of a previ-
ous register remains.

IH.—PoruLaTION.
By Dr Webster's report in 1755, the population was - 633
By last Statistical Account in 1793, - - 529
By the census in 1801, - - - - 596
in 1821, - - - - 451

in 1831, - - - - 419

A decrease of 177 thus appears to have taken place in the last
thirty years. It maybe remarked, however, that, when the census
was taken last year, there were twenty men employed at an em-
bankment of the river South Esk, who will remain in this parish
no longer than while employed at that work ; so that the real popu-
lation of the parish at present is not more than 400, being a de-
crease of 200, or one-third of the whole population, since the be-
ginning of the present century. The cause of that decrease is evi-
dently the enlargement of the farms, and the consequent removal
of the cottagers. Thirty years ago, the number of farmers resid-
ing in the parish was fourteen. At present the whole land is occu-
pied by seven, of whom only four reside in the parish.

1. The number of families in the parish, - - - - 92
of families engaged chiefly in agriculture, - - 45

in trade, manufactures, and handicraft, 12
2 The number of unmarried men, bachelors and widowers, upwards of 50, - 14

of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, . 19

8. Average number of births yearly for the last seven years, - - 9
of burials, - - - - 3

of marriages, - - 3

4. The number of persons at present under 15 years of age is - - 149
upwards of 70, - - - - 7

Character and Habits of the People.— The ordinary food of the
peasantry is oatmeal and milk. They enjoy in a reasonable de-
gree the comforts and advantages of society, and appear to be con-
tented with their situation and circumstances. Their general cha-
racter may be termed moral and religious. They are regular in
their attendance on public worship ; and they show a desire to read
religious books given out from the parish library.
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IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— Almost the whole of the land
in the parish is cultivated, and in a high state of improvement.

The number of acres in cultivation bemg - - - 2080
In pasture, - - - - - 32
Under wood, - - 70
Capable of being cultivated wuh a proﬁuble appheanon of capital, - O
In undivided common, - - - 0

The lands of Old Montrose consist either of a strong deep clay,
commonly called in Scotland carse land, admirably adapted for
wheat, or of a very fine loam. The lands of Dysart lying higher,
are of a lighter quality, but have been much improved of late years,
and bear good crops.

Husbandry.—The usual mode of cropping the clay land is a
rotation of six parts, 1st, fallow, the land well-dunged, and, if ne-
cessary, limed ; *2d, wheat ; 8d, pease or beans; 4¢h, barley sown
with grass seeds; bth, grass; 6th, oats. There are two modes
of cultivating the lighter lands. The first is in four parts, sz,
turnips or potatoes, the soil well dunged ; 2d, barley after the tur-
nip, or wheat after the potatoes, sown with grass seeds ; 3d, grass;
and 4¢h, oats. Another mode is in five parts, viz. fallow or pota-
toes ; next wheat or barley, sown with grass seeds ; then two years
in grass ; and lastly a crop of oats.

The average return per acre is as follows,—wheat 10 bolls on
clay land, and on the lighter soil, 7 or 8 bolls of 4 bushels; barley,
8 bolls; oats 8 bolls of 6 bushels; beans from 10 to 14 bolls,
wheat measure, according to the season ; and pease from 6 to 10.
The grain in general is of a fine quality.

An acre of turnips, if sold upon the field, is reckoned worth
L. 10; but if consumed upon the field, is not reckoned worth more
than L.5 or L. 6. The price of potatoes varies according to the
season. The average price of an acre may be stated at L.12;
but it will often fetch L. 14 or L. 15.

The ploughing is all carried on by horses. No oxen are used.
A plough drawn by two horses is considered as sufficient for fifty
acres. A considerable number of horses are reared upon the
farms ; and it is acknowledged that the breed, both of horses and
cattle, has of late years been much improved by associations form-
ed by the farmers for that purpose in this and the neighbouring
counties. A great many cattle are fed in this parish during the
winter upon turnip and straw, an;l sold to the butchers. On one
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“of the farms, eighty are at present feeding, which will weigh from
forty to sixty stones each.

The farms are usually let on leases of nineteen years, The
farm-houses and offices are good and substantial. On some of
the farms the fields are inclosed with stone dikes, which are evi-
dently the best and most durable fences, but on the lower lands
thorn hedges are still in use. :

Valued rent, Old Montrose, - - L.2366 13 4 Scotch.
Dysart, - - 633 6 8

L.3000 O O Scotch.
Real rent, Old Montrose, - - L.3780 0 O
Dysart, - - 1000 0 0O
L.4780 0 O
Salmon fishing South Esk, - - - 100 0 O

Rental of the parish, - - L.4880 0 0

- Rent of Land.—The best land lets from L. 3 to L.3, 10s. per
acre; the inferior land at L. 1, 10s.

Wages of Labour. - '

A ploughman, from L. 10 to L. 12 a-year ; 1 Scotch pint of sweet milk, and 1 boll
Scotch, or 8 barrels English coals a-year ; with 6} bolls meal.

A maid-servant, L. 6, with diet.

A day-labourer, ls. 4d. in winter, and ls. 8d. in summer, per day.

‘Wrights, masons, &c. 2s. 6d. and Ss.

Quarries.—Several quarries have been opened of late years,
but they are all of the coarse stone called trap, or scurdy, chiefly
used for building dikes or making roads.

Produce—The average gross amount and value of raw produce
raised in the parish may be as follows :

Wheat, - 1778bolls,at L.1 8 6} being the fiars average of last four
years, L. 25635 10 0}
Barley, - 2870 do. 1 2 6 do. - 3228 15 0
Oats, - 3346 do. 018 2 do. - 3039 5 8
Peaseand beans, 1034  do. 016 11 do. - 874 11 10
Turnip, - 182 acres, valued at L. 7, 10s. per acre, - 1365 0 0
Potatoes, - 62 do. 10 do. - - 620 0 0
Grass, - 141 acres cut green, and hay 200 to 250 stones per acre, ]
J— - 284 value from 5d. to 8d, perstone, § 44315 0
_— - 284 acres pastured, value from 30s. to 35s. per acre, 461 10 0
Fallow - 160 acres.

L.14,608 7 6}

It may be added, that thirty acres have of late been regained
from the sea green of the basin at Old Montrose, and are embank-
ed and now under crop. As much might also be recovered by
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embankment along the side of the basin, within the boundary of
this parish.

It may also be added, that the yearly value of the garden fruits
raised in the parish is about L.80; and of river fishing about
L. 100.

V.—ParocHiar EcoNomy.

Market-Town.—This parish derives much advantage from its
vicinity to the town of Montrose, where the farmer has always a
ready market for everything he can raise, and where in return he
can purchase whatever he needs for his farm or his family.

Means of Communication.— Another great benefit is the open
navigation from Montrose to Old Montrose, where eoals are im-
ported for fuel to this and the adjoining parishes; and likewise
great quantities of lime for manure. Vessels of fifty or sixty tons
burden can, at stream tides, land their cargoes at that harbour.
Grain and potatoes are also sometimes shipped from the same
place. This, and the parishes to the westward, will also derive
another great benefit from a turnpike road just now making, and
leading from Montrose to Forfar, which will open the communi-
cation, and shorten the distance betwixt these towns about four
miles. This road, passing the whole way through a very level
country, will afford to the farmer easy access to the harbour of
Montrose for the delivery of his grain, while it will also facilitate
the carriage, from quarries situate to the westward, of slates and
pavement, for which there is a great demand at that town and
harbour.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church stands on the east corner
of the parish ; nevertheless, it is very accessible to all the inhabit~
ants,—none of the people being at a greater distance from it than
two miles. It was built in 1791, and some years ago underwent
a thorough repair; and is now a very commodious house for public
worship. It may accommodate nearly 300 people, or about 100
more than in the present state of the population can be supposed
to attend. The number of families attending the Established
church is 90.

The manse is partly an old, and partly a new, building. The
principal part of it was built in 1789 ; the rest is of a much older
date. The offices were all rebuilt five years ago, and, by the
kindness of the heritors, on a larger scale than usual; and they
now afford very complete accomm(;dation. The glebe measures
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six acres of good land. The stipend is L. 85, 6s. 11d. Sterling,
including communion element money; 124 bolls meal and barley,
one-half each, and 1 boll 2 firlots oats, being the whole teinds
of the parish, amounting at an average to L. 200. The Crown is
patron.

Education.— At the parochial scbool the usual branches of edu-
cation, besides Latin, are taught. The schoolmaster’s salary is
L.80, and the other emoluments of his office may amount to
L.15. He isprovided with a dwelling-house, which was lately re-
paired at a considerable expense, and with a garden of nearly the
extent required by law. All persons in the parish upwards of 6-
years of age can read.

Sunday schools were established in this parish many years ago.
‘At present there are two, which are attended by sixty scholars.
The best scholars at the week-day-school are always to be found
among those who have attended a Sunday school.

Libraries.—Parish libraries have become general, and have been
productive of beneficial effects. There was one established here
several years ago, which consists of more than 200 volumes, be-
sides nearly 100 pamphlets. There are not a few of the people
who shew a laudable desire for these books, and avail themselves
of them.

Poor.—The number on the poors’ roll receiving parochial aid
monthly, is 12; and the average sum allowed to each is 8s.
9d. ; but besides the monthly allowance, there are occasional dis-
tributions to the most indigent. The poors’ funds arise from
the interest at five per cent. of a stock of L.400, lodged with
the principal heritor, and the collections at the church, amounting
to L. 18 or L. 20 a-year,—together with a small perquisite for the
use of the mortcloth. The demand upon the funds is in some re-
spects greater than it was some years ago. In consequence of the
introduction of machinery to a great extent in manufactories, fe-
males in the country can find little or no employment, except
when hired to the field for a short time in summer and harvest.
Spinning, which formerly afforded them employment throughout the
year, now brings no return, and the wheel has therefore been un-
willingly laid aside. Nevertheless, the poor are not discontented ;
they thankfully receive from the kirk-session the sum allotted to
them, and they strictly apply it to their subsistence. There are
no beggars belonging to this parish; but the parish is much infest-
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ed with beggars and vagrants from other quarters, who consume not
a little of what should go to the support of the parochial poor.

Alehouses, §c.— There is much reason to complain of the num-
ber of houses licensed for selling spirits on the public roads, though
there is only one house of that description in this parish : it is on
the highway leading from Montrose to Arbroath.

Fuel.—The fuel chiefly used is coals, brought from the harbours
of Montrose and Old Montrose, which cost 14d. or 15d. the English
barrel, weighing nine stones odds. But coals are now sold at
Montrose by the standard barrel of one and a-half hundred weight,
which on trial has been found to contain from seven to fourteen
pounds, according to the quality of the coal, more than the former
heaped measure’ of two imperial bushels. Wood arising from the
thinning and pruning of the forest-trees in the neighbourhood can
also be purchased at a reasonable rate.

December 1833,



PARISH OF DUN.

PRESBYTERY OF BRECHIN, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS,

THE REV. JOHN EADIE, MINISTER.

L—TorocrarHYy AND NATURAL HisToRY.

Name, Boundaries, &c.—THE name Dun seems to be taken
from that of the proprietor, who was called Dun of that Ilk. It is
said that a person named Erskine married the heiress. But at what
time that happened, it is difficult to say; as it is known only by fa-
mily tradition. Others derive the name from the Gaelic Dunis,
which signifies a hill or rising ground ; and it is, indeed, on a ground
pretty much elevated above the river South Esk, or South Water;
for Esk is said in Gaelic to signify water. Its greatest extent is
about four miles in length, and as much in breadth; but as it runs
out into narrow points to the north-west and south-east, it does
not contain more than twelve square miles. There is a small part
separated from the rest of the parish by the basin or estuary at
Montrose, called the Fort-hill, the land at the end of the bridge,
and several houses which belong to Montrose quoad sacra. 1t is
bounded on the west by the parish of Brechin; on the east by that
of Montrose ; on the north by the parishes of Strickathrow and
Logie Pert; and on the south by the parishes of Marytown and
Kinnaird, which last is now united to Farnell.

Topographical Appearance.—Its figure is very irregular. 'The
low lands by the river side, and towards the basin, where the water
is kept off by dikes, are clayey and very productive; along the side
of the basin by Broomley, Gilrivie, and Tayocks, the land rises
more abruptly, and the soil is light and sandy. Leaving the fields
along the river and basin, and going®north, the land rises gradually
into rich fields of black earth, on the farm of Balwyllo and Mains
of Dun,—the grass parks about Dun and Langley Park, and the
farm of Well-hill, having a southern exposure. In the middle are
the farms of Balnillo, Leys of Dun Fordis, Tetherewe, Glenskenno,
and Higham, which are good land. To the north of these the
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land becomes flattened, wet, and miry, and, except the farm of
North Mains and several small places, the greater part of it is
under wood. On the north of Balnillo Wood is Dun’s Dish, a
lake covering about forty acres of land, collected from the adjoin-
ing fields and springs for the use of mills.

IL—CiviL HisTory.

There is no history of the parish printed or in manuscript; nor
are there any historical occurrences worthy of notice.

Land-owners.— The chief land-owners are the most noble Mar-
quis of Ailsa; James Cruickshank, Esq. of Langley Park; David
Carnegy, Esq. of Craigo; and Patrick Cruickshank, Esq. of Glens-
kenno.

Parochial Registers.—The date of the earliest entry on the pa-
rochial register of births and baptisms is the 10th July 1642; of
marriages, the 14th September 1646. There are three vo-
lumes of these registers, but they do not appear to have been very
regularly kept, and the first is scarcely legible. There is also a
register of burials in the parish, begun in the year 1777, and
continued to the year 1793; but from that time it has been very
irregularly kept. The records of the kirk-session begm on the
19th July 1702, and consist of four volumes.

IIL—PopruLATION.
In 180], the population amounted to 651
1811, - - 680
1821, - - 605
And in 1881, - - 514

The recent decrease is said to be owing to a number of cottar-
houses, and several other houses that had a few acres of land attach-
ed to them, having been taken down. There is no town or village in
the parish.

1. Number of families in the parish, - - - - 97
of families chiefly employed in lgnculture, - - 88

chiefly employed in trade, manufactures, or handicraft, 9

2. Number of unmarried men, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 5
of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, - 1)

3. The average number of births yearly for the last seven years, - 11
of - - - - - 3

4. The number of persons at present under 15 years of age, - - 169

upwards of 70, - - - 10

There is only one family of independent fortune resident at
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present; but there are in the parish four proprietors of land up-
wards of L. 50 in yearly value.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— There are about 2600 stand-
ard imperial acres under cultivation in the parish; besides 230
acres around the houses of Dun and Langley Park, which have
been a number of years in grass, and rent from 80s. to 80s. per
acre. 'There are about 550 acres under wood, and about 100
acres of uncultivated moor. There is also a large track of ground
covered by the tides that might be embanked ; but it is doubtful
whether it would yield a fair return.

Husbandry.— Several different rotations are practised, accord-
ing to the quality of the soil. Upon the wet strong low-lying
land, a six-shift rotation, namely, 1st, fallow ; 2d, wheat ; 3d, pease
or beans; 4th, barley sown down with grass seeds; 5th, grass
generally cut for hay; 6tk, oats. Upon a drier class of strong
land, likewise a six-shift, 1s¢, potatoes, or drilled pease or beans;
2d, wheat ; 8d, turnips; 4¢h, barley ; 5th, grass, either cut or pas-
tured ; 6¢h, oats. A small part is cropped in a four-shift, 1s¢, fal-
low or drilled crop; 2d, a corn crop, sown down with grass seeds;
3d, grass ; 4th, oats. A considerable extent of the upper part of
the parish is the five-shift, 1sz, fallow or drilled green crop; 2d,
a corn crop, sown down with grass seeds; 8d and 4th, grass, ge-
nerally pastured both years; 5th, oats. The farm-houses and
steadings are generally in a good state of repair, being chiefly
erected by the proprietors. The general duration of leases is for
nineteen years; and the proprietors are liberal and kind to their
tenantry.

Breeds of Live Stock.—The cattle reared are chiefly of the
black dodded Angus breed, somewhat resembling the Galloway
cattle. They are considered to be of a good kind, growing to a
great weight, and in general good feeders.

Rate of Wages—Masons’ and carpenters’ wages during the
summer, are from 2s. to 2s. 6d. per day ; and stout labourers’ from
1s. 6d. to 1s. 10d.,—all without victuals. Farm-servants are
engaged generally for twelve months, at from L. 10 to L. 12,
with 6} bolls meal yearly, -and a Scotch pint of sweet milk per
day for unmarried men, who are accommodated in bothies. The
married men with families get nearly the same, with an addition
of a house and garden on the farm, and some potatoes. Women-
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servants, for house-work, get from L. 5 to L. 6 per annum. Wo-
men employed at out-door work get 8d. per day, without victuals.
The crop is generally cut by the threave ; wheat at 4d. per threave ;
and other kinds of grain at 3d.

Fisheries.— These are the fishing upon the river, as stated in the
former Statistical Account, and the fishing on the sands of the ba-
sin for mussels for bait. The yearly rent of the former is nearly
L. 100, and of the latter is upwards of L. 100.

Produce.— The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish, as far as can be ascertained, is as fol-
lows :—

700 quarters wheat at 53s. - - L.1855 0 0
350 quarters pease and beans at ms. - - 525 0 0
2450 quarters oats at 21s. - - - - 2572 10 0
1500 quarters barley at 30s. - - - 2250 0 O
180 acres hay at 200 stones per acre, at 6d. per stone, - 90 0 0
140 acres potatoes at L. 8, - - - - 1120 0 ©
10 acres turnips sold to feed cows in town, at L. 9, - 90 0 0
278 acres consumed on the farms, at L. 4, - - 1080 0 O
L.103s2 10 0

V.—ParocHiar Economy.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church is situated within the Mar-
quis of Ailsa’s enclosures, is very convenient for the greater part
of the population, and about two or three miles from the extremi-
ties of the parish, It is said to have been a chapel belonging
to the family of Dun, the mansion-house of the family having
been built very near to the churchyard. The roof and ceil-
ing is so much decayed, that it is proposed at present to have
the church renewed.* It affords accommodation to nearly 400
persons. There are no free sittings; but there are several pews,
belonging to the session, let yearly for a very small sum.

It is not known when the oldest part of the manse was built ;
but an addition of two rooms was made to it about fourteen years
ago. Some repairs in the manse and offices, and also some addi-
tions to the offices, were made in 1828,

The extent of the glebe is betwixt five and six acres of very good
land, which may be valued at L. 20 a-year. The amount of stipend
is L. 150 yearly, including L. 33, 8s. 5d. from Government. There
are about 100 families, and 260 persons, attending the Established

® A new church has been built since the above was written.
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church. There are 8 persons attending the nearest chapels of
Dissenters and Seceders; 6 attending the Episcopalian chapel
in Montrose. Divine service at the Established church is generally
well attended. The average number of communicants at the Esta-
blished church is 225. .

Education.—The total number of schools in the parish is three,
—one parochial and two unendowed. The salary of the parochial
schoolmaster is the maximum, and the school-fees amount to about
L. 12 yearly. The parochial schoolmaster has the legal accom-
modation. The general expense of education is 3s. per quarter
for reading ; 4s. for reading and writing ; and 5s. for reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic. There are no persons above six years of
age who cannot either read or write. 'The people in general
are very much alive to the benefits of education, and are very
anxious to have their children well instructed in all the useful
branches. . )

Library.— There isa small parochial library, mostly of religious
books, of which the people are very fond.

Savings Bank.— There is a savings bank in the parish, which
was instituted on the 8th June 1818. The average amount depo-
sited yearly, from 1818 to 1830, is L. 50, 14s. 43d., and withdrawn,
L.38, 1s. 5{d. The investments are generally made by the la-
bouring class of people.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The average number of persons
receiving parochial aid is eleven, and the average sum allotted to
each, yearly, is nearly L.3. There are also various sums given
to persons who are occasionally in difficulty, before they are placed
regularly upon the poors’ roll. The heritors, according to their
valued rent, pay for the keeping of a lunatic, belongingto the parish,
in the Montrose asylum, at the rate of L. 12; and for another per-
son at the rate of L. 10 yearly. The average amount from collec-
tions at the church is L. 26; interest of money, L. 11; seat-rents,
mortcloth, &c. L. 2. There is little disposition among the poor to
refrain from seeking parochial relief, and they do not consider it de-
grading.

Fairs.—Two fairs used to be held in the parish on Dun’s Muir,
—the first in May, on the Tuesday before the first Wednesday,
old style; the second in June, third Wednesday. But last season
they were removed to a piece of waste ground about a mile to the
north, on the side of the Strickathrow road on the estate of Dun,
and in the parish of Logie Pert.



128 FORFARSHIRE.

Inns, §c.—There is on the turnpike road a toll-house and an
alehouse, where spirituous liquors are sold; they are frequented
chiefly by the people travelling the turnpike road, but very seldom

by the people of this parish.
Fuel.—English coal, procured at the shore in Montrose, from

1s. to 1s. 8d. per barrel, is the fuel generally used.
January 1833,



PARISH OF BRECHIN.

PRESBYTERY OF BRECHIN, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. JAMES BURNS, A. M
THE REV. GEORGE WHITSON,"} MINISTERS.*

L—Torocrarpuy AND NaTuraL History.

Name, Boundaries, &c.—~THE name Brechin is derived from a
Gaelic term, signifying a brae; and is descriptive of the sloping
bank beside the river South Esk, on which the town is situated. The
parish extends in length from east to west about seven English
miles, and in breadth from north to south about six. It consists
of 24} square miles. It is bounded by the parish of Dun on the
east ; by Carriston on the west ; by Strickathrow and Menmuir on
the north; and by Farnell on the south; while on the south-west
it marches with Aberlemno. It is not of a very regular shape, al-
though no part of it extends much above three miles in each di-
rection from the burgh. The Grampian mountains are seen at
no great distance to the north; but there is no eminence which
can be called a mountain within the parish, excepting Burghill, or
Burkle, (as it is usually pronounced,) which lies on the south side
of the town. The greater part of the parish is level, or diversi-
fied by gently sloping grounds.

The climate is justly reckoned temperate and salubrious. From
the extensive draining of wet lands of late years, we hear of no
complaints of ague, which were common in former times.  No pre-
valent distemper can be said to exist in the district.

Meteorology.—On this head the writer presents the following
meteorological table, drawn up by Mr George Henderson, from a
journal kept about the centre of the parish, 190 feet above the level
of the sea, during the years 1830 and 1831.

® This account has been drawn up by the Rev, James Burns.
FORFAR. . I
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Hydrography.— The only stream deserving the name of a river
is the South Esk, which intersects the whole of the parish from west
to east,—taking its rise in the Grampians above Cortachie, and
falling into the sea at the basin of Montrose. The general breadth
is such that it is crossed by bridges of one, two, or three arches.

Geology and Mineralogy.— The northern part of the parish is
composed of the old red sandstone, the strata of which range from
east to west.  Its dip is to the north; its inclination about thirty-five
degrees. It incloses within it two beds of limestone, of various
dimensions. The fore bed is from eighteen inches to two feet in
thickness. The back bed is composed of loose boulders, mixed with
thin layers of argillaceous sandstone, having the same dip as the
above. There are no animal or vegetable remains in the beds or
the strata. There are found in the limestone veins of calcareous
spar, which sometimes inclose crystals of sulphate of barytes.
There are three lime-works in operation.

The site of the town is partly on clay, and partly on alluvial

3
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sand, reposing on a gray sandstone. In the northern part of
the parish there are several quarries in operation, which exhibit a
fine section of the gray sandstone. This rock is well adapted for
building, being susceptible of a high polish, and being of great du-
rability, as the tower and spire attached to the cathedral (which have
stood for 800 years without decomposition or decay,) abundantly
prove. The position of the sandstone is nearly horizontal. No
metals have been discovered in any part of the parish, so far as is
known.

Botany.—There are no native plants peculiar to this pansh.
The Linnea borealis, which is very rare, is found in the woods of
Kinnaird, lying partly in this and the neighbouring parish of Far-
nell. The insects which are most injurious to fruit trees are the
white American bugs imported from the London ' nurseries about
thirty years ago, and now very prevalent in gardens around the town.
They attack only apples. The various means for destroying them
are washing with the refuse of gas-works, with black soap, whale
oil, and with scalding-water, especially if potatoes have been boiled
with it.

IL.—CiviL HisTory.

- A map of the town and suburbs was published by Mr John
Wood a few years ago, which seems sufficiently accurate and de-
scriptive.

Brechin Castle was, before the invention of artillery, a place of
considerable strength, being romantigally situated on the top of a
precipice. A ravine of considerable depth separates it on the east
and north from the town; while the South Esk, here formed into a
fine sheet of water, washes its southern base. Access to the for-
tress was attained only through the gate in a wall, which was built to
defend it on the western quarter. The brave Sir Thomas Maule,
proprietor of this stronghold, in the time of King Edward III. defied
the forces of that prince sent to reduce it. Nor did it fall until
a stone thrown by an engine slew the valiant defender, when the
castle surrendered at discretion to the terms of the English inva-
der. 'The proprietors of this place of renown, and of the extensive
estates connected with it, have since that period boasted of the
name of Maule. They were afterwards elevated to the peerage
by the title of Earls of Panmure. They lost this title in conse-
quence of the Rebellion in 1715; but his present Majesty was
pleased at his coronation to grant the title of Baron of Panmure
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to the present proprietor, who had for many years considered it no
small honour to be descended from his distinguished progenitor
above alluded to.

Eminent Persons.—Mr John Willison was settled here as one
of the ministers in times of Episcopacy, although a strict Presby-
terian. He was translated to Dundee at the beginning of last
century. He is the well-known author of various plain and prac-
tical works on theology, particularly of the Afflicted Man’s Com-
panion, and of two treatises on the Lgrd’s Supper,—not to mention
the Mother’s Catechism.

Dr James Fordyce, the eloquent writer of Sermons to Young
Women, of Addresses to Young Men, &c. was ordained to the
second charge of this parish about the time of the Rebellion in
1745. He continued in it for eight years, when he removed to
Alloa, and soon afterwards to London.

No less renowned than either of these, but of an earlier date, was
Mr William Guthrie, proprietor of Pitforthy, in the neighbour-
hood of this town, minister of Fenwick, in Ayrshire, author of a
Scriptural and Practical Treatise on the way of obtaining and
evidencing an Interest in Christ. He died in Brechin, and his re-
mains are interred in the cathedral under the seat belonging to the
ground of Pitforthy. He had been deprived of his charge at Fen-
wick, to the great grief of his people, because of his resistance to
Episcopacy. .

Of illustrious men still alive, it is sufficient to mention the names
of Dr John Gillies, historiographer to his Majesty for Scotland,
and of his brother, the Honourable Adam Gillies, one of the Sena-
tors of the College of Justice. *

Heritors.—The chief heritors or land-owners, are Sir James
Carnegie of Southesk, Bart., the Honourable Lord Panmure,
the Earl of Fife, Mr Chalmers of Auldbar, Mr Hunter of Esk-
mount, Mr Cruikshank of Keithock, and Mr Speid of Ardovie.
These three last named have mansion-houses within this parish,—
in general very commodious and elegant.

Parochial Registers.—The acts or minutes of session commence
in the year 1615, and are continued from thence until 1700, at
which period there is a break for two or three years. After this they
are continued to May 1724, when another blank oceurs, till 1786 ;

* Patrick de Senebay, George Shorewood, John Sinclair, William Maitland, and

Norman Sievright, were also eminent persons connected with this parish, See
Sir John Sinclair’s Statistical Account.
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after which they are complete to the present date. In the register
of baptisms, the earliest entry is in 1612; from which time the re-
gister is continued without any interruption to 1725, when it be-
comes imperfect, and consists of occasional entries made on de-
tached leaves, or folded sheets, till the year 17563; from which time
it is continued to the present. The register of marriages, or rather
of proclamations, commences in 1700, and continues for a few
years; but downwards to 1784 it is very defective. There are some
proclamatlons recorded betwixt 1749 and 1781; but for many years
prior to 1749 there is no record existing.

Antiguities.— There are in the upper part of the town ruins of
the ancient chapel of Maison Dieu, an alm’s-house connected with
the cathedral, now covered with a roof, and used for the humble
purpose of a stable. The round-tower adjoining the cathedral,
complete and well built, probably of Pictish origin, has been often
and long admired, while the purposes for which it has been erect-
ed have been matter of various conjecture. Two bells, formerly
placed within it, have been of late years transferred to the square
tower beside it, which contains another large bell and a good clock.
The west end of the cathedral, repaired upwards of twenty years
ago, and forming a handsome parish church, was originally built
by King David L in the eleventh century. It has two rows of pil-
lars, with Gothic arches, and a large and elegant window on the
west. The eastern part or choir, in which some special rites
of the church of Rome were performed, was thrown down at the
time of the Reformation. There is a burial place,at the eastern
extremity of the parish, which receives the name of Magdalene’s
Chapel, although no traces of a place of worship now remain.

Modern Buildings.— Towards the north end of the town, near .
the old chapel in Maison Dieu Wynd, there is a chapel for the
use of the Scottish Episcopalians, built about twenty years ago, and
enlarged and beautified last year, particularly on the west end,
which is neatly finished with two minarets on each side of the cross
in the centre.  There are four Presbyterian meeting-houses, which
are plain, commodious edifices ;—one of them was till lately used as
an English Episcopal chapel. The town-house, in the middle of
the town, near the cross or market-place, was almost wholly rebuilt
about thirty years ago, and is now a respectable edifice. It con-
tains an excellent guild-hall on the second floor, with two smaller
rooms for the meeting of council, and a court-room and prison be-
low. The public school-rooms, three in number, built by sub-
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scription several years ago, are a great ornament to the west end
of the town, being surrounded by a neat belfry and dial-plate. There
are threshing and spinning-mills, named East and Meikle Mill, ad-
joining the town; and one at Arrat’s Mill, towards the eastern ex-
tremity of the parish.

IIL—PoruLATION.
At the date of last Statistical Account in 1790—91 thepopuhtwnm - 5000

By the census in 1811, - - - 5559

1821, - - - - - 5906

1881, - 6508
Of which number about 5000 reside in the burgh, md the nmundu in the country.
1. Number of families in the parish, - - - 1673
of families chiefly employed in agnculture, - 306

chiefly employed in trade, manufactures, or h-.nduraﬁ, 1090
2. Number of unmarried men, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 144

of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, - 469

8. The average number of births yearly, for the last 7 years, (conjectural,—
as the dissenters do not register the baptisms of their children,) - 150
of deaths, - - - - - 100
of marriages, - - - - 35
4. The number of houses inhabited, - - - - - 900
uninhabited, - - - - 2
5. The number of fatuous persons, - - - - - %
blind, - - - - - 10
deaf and dumb, - - - - s

The only nobleman who resides in this parish is Lord Panmure
at Brechin Castle. Few of the other chief heritors have residences
in the parish. All of them are proprietors of land of L. 50 a-year
and upwards, excepting the feuars at Little Brechin, who possess
and occupy a few acres each taken from what was lately the com-
mon moor.

Character and Habits of the People —Not much can be said in
favour of the habits of the ordinary class of inhabitants, as to clean-
liness in their persons and habitations. There are, however, many
honourable exceptions. The usual food of the peasantry is milk
and meal, and potatoes. The poorer people in the town use as
much of the same articles as they can procure. Now and then a
little butcher-meat is added.

They enjoy in a reasonable degree the comforts and advantages
of society, and seem in general contented with their situation. It
is but seldom that insubordination or other effects of discontent ap-
pear among them. Some of them are very shrewd and intelligent.
Many of them are fond of reading, especially history and practical
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theology. Their moral and religious character is fully equal to
that of their neighbours in the adjacent towns and villages; and
though there are instances of intemperance and dishonesty, it
will bear a comparison with that of most towns in Scotland. In
former times it was remarked, that the Sabbath was better observ-
ed here than in some other places of equal or greater extent. But
the increase of inhabitants has been attended with no improvement
in the manner of keeping that sacred day. Poaching in the river
is sometimes practised. Smuggling is almost unheard of since the
legal distilleries were established.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.

Land cultivated, or occasionally in nllag«., - - - 9802 Acres.
mever cultivated, - - - 2770
capable of being cultivated wn_h a proﬁmblo application of capital, 0
in undivided common, - - - - 0
under plantation, - - - - - 3268
in natural woods, - - - - - 0

Total number of imperial acres in the parish, 15840

The kinds of trees generally planted on moors are Scotch firs,
with sometimes a mixture of larch and spruce, sometimes larch
alone. Inbelts of planting, and in gentlemen’s policies, and where
there is depth of soil, there is no more soft wood planted than is
necessary for shelter to the hard-wood of different kinds. The soft
" wood is cut out after a few years.

Rent of Land.— The average rent of land may be about L. 1, 7s.
per imperial acre. Land in grass is generally let for the season at
from 20s. to 35s. per imperial acre. The real rent of the parish is
about L. 13,000.

Rate of Wages.—Labourers for draining and other farm work,
receive about 9s. per week for the year; women for out-of-door
work, 4s. The rate of wages for masons runs from 12s. to 14s:
per week, according to the season of the year; that of carpenters
is 2s. per day.

Breeds of Live Stock.—The breed of sheep is in general the
black-faced; but few of this description of animals are kept. ‘The
breed of cattle is mostly that of the county of Angus; but of late
years there is a mixture of the short-horned or Tees-water breed,
and a few Ayrshire cows.

Husbandry.—The management of cattle is well understood and
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attended to; so also is draining of land. No irrigation, and but
little embankment, is required. The length of leases is generally
nineteen years,—leases of this duration being considered as more
favourable than those for a shorter period. The state of farm-build-
ings and enclosures is good, the buildings being usually of stone and
lime, and slated. Improvements have been general throughout the
parish during the last twenty or thirty years. Defective leases and
insufficient accommodation are unknown. From the fifth to the
sixth part of the farms is sown with turnips, or planted with pota-
toes, unless when they are adapted for wheat, in which case a pro-
portion is fallowed. Very few beet or cabbages are cultivated. No
meadow hay is raised in the parish. Of flax there are only a few
acres for domestic purposes. Land in pasture is let at a certain
rate per head of cattle, or by the acre,—from 20s. to 25s. per im~
perial acre, and sometimes as high as 45s. and even 60s., according
to the soil and situation.

Agricultural Society.—The Eastern Forfarshire Farming Asso-
ciation was instituted here in 1814, under the patronage of the
Honourable William Maule, now Lord Panmure, who is its per-
petual president. The Association holds two shows annually on the
Trinity Muir, in the immediate neighbourhood of the town, the
one in spring, the other in autumn, at which premiums are award-
ed for cattle of different ages and breeds; for fat cattle of the best
symmetry and weight; for brood mares and breeding cows; for
stallions and young horses of various ages, and occasionally for im-
proved agricultural implements. The average number of members
who pay one guinea or upwards yearly to the funds is about 160.
The institution has all along continued to prosper under the aus-
pices of its munificent patron and president, and has been very be~
neficial to the interests of agriculture in the eastern part of For-
farshire.

Manufactures—~The branches of manufacture are heckling,
spinning, weaving, and bleaching. There may be employed in
heckling about 30 men and women; in spinning 200; in weaving
from 1000 to 1500 ; in bleaching from 40 to 50. 'The hours of la-
bour are twelve each day for those employed in the spinning and
bleaching works. The wages paid them may be conzidered as a
pretty fair remuneration. Those employed in the above branches
are in general healthy. Some of the young people attending the
mill receive week-day and Sabbath evening instruction at school :
but education is on the whole not much attended to; and instances
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of immorality now and then occur. Besides the above branches of
manufacture, two distilleries for spirits from malt have been for
some time erected in the immediate neighbourhood of the town,
and are in full operation.

Quarries—There are three lime-works at present in full opera-~
tion, and several freestone quarries of excellent quality.

Nurseries.— There are three nurseries in the neighbourhood of
the town, consisting of about twenty-five imperial acres, and sup-
plying a large district with forest trees of all kinds, as also fruit
trees, ornamental shrubs, and bushes, &c. All of these are in full
employment, and kept in the best order.

The principal green crop is turnips, but a considerable extent
of land is planted with potatoes for domestic purposes, and feeding
cattle; very few potatoes are raised for exportation. ~Wheat is
generally sown after the potatoe crop.

Produce.— The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish may be as follows.

Of grain of all kinds, &o. - - - - L. 87,7118
Of potatoes, &c. - - - - - D 10,500
Of hay, whether meadow or cultivated, - - - 8,500
Of crops cultivated for the arts, as flax, - - almost none.
Of land in pasture, &c. - - - - - 3815
Of gardens and orchards, - - - - 800
Of the annual thinning, &c. of woods, &c. - 300
Of fisheries, &c. in South Esk, - - - - - 50
. stone, 800

Of mines, &. - - - - -« { lime, 1,200
of miscellaneous produce, &c. Nurseries, - - 1,000
L. 59,678

V.—ParocHiaL EconoMmy.

Market-Town,—Brechin is the only market-town in this district,
and serves for several miles of the country adjacent. The trade
here is mostly that of weavers, besides the usual handicrafts. There
is no great establishment of police,—there being only three town-
officers, and three men for sweeping the streets; besides a body of
constables, consisting of the younger part of the inhabitants.

Means of Communication.— There is a regular daily post. The
postman arrives on foot from Montrose about eight in the morn-
ing, and departs at half-past three in the afternoon; and there is a
runngr to Forfar every lawful day. There are about seven miles
of turnpike road,—one-half towards Forfar, the other towards
Aberdeen. Nearly the half of the turnpike of eight miles to Mon-
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trose is in this parish. Two coaches run every lawful day betwixt
Edinburgh and Aberdeen, passing through the town. There is
also a noddy to and from Montrose, and a caravan to and from
Arbroath on Tuesday, which is market-day. There is an ancient
bridge at the lower part of the town, or tenements, on the old roads
to Arbroath and Forfar, necessary for the adjoining country to the
south ;—and a new one lately erected at Stannachy ford, which is
intended to serve for a line of road just now begun, both for Dun-
dee and Arbroath. The fences of hedges and stone-dikes are in
good condition. They are much increased and improved of late
-years. A rail-road to Montrose has often been talked of, but no-
thing is yet done. We have heard also of the project of a canal,
and of deepening and widening the river South Esk.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church is in the centre of the town
and parish, in excellent repair, but very deficient in accommoda-
tion for the parishioners,—containing only 1500 sittings. There
is no place above four miles distant.

The pastoral charge is collegiate. The first minister has neither
manse nor glebe, but possesses a house built from the funds of the
Exchequer upwards of fifty years ago, in place of the bishop’s pa-~
lace, and some excellent garden ground, of nearly an acre in ex-
tent. The stipend, as lately augmented and modified, consists of
19 chalders of grain, half barley, half oatmeal, including 8} bolls
of wheat, besides L. 10 for furnishing communion elements. The
second minister has both manse and glebe. The manse was re-
built about thirty years ago. The glebe is six acres of good ground
to the west of the town, near Brechin Castle; he has 17 chalders
of grain, besides L. 21 from Bishop’s rents, and L. 10.for commu-
nion elements. Each minister dispenses the communion once in
the year, in the months of May and October. The stipend of
each minister converted to money varies from L.230 to L.300
a-year.

There are no less than four Presbyterian meeting-houses in
the town ; two of the United Secession Church, one of the Ori-
ginal Seceders, formerly called Antiburghers, and a Relief, for-
merly an English Episcopal chapel. There is one Scotch Epis-
copal chapel, attended by most of the gentlemen’s families in the
neighbourhood ; and by a good many of all ranksin the town. The
minister has a good dwelling-houge, given to him individually by
some of his richest hearers. One of the United Secession mini-
sters has a house as part of his living. None of the above clergy-
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men receive above L. 100 a-year, arising from seat rents and col-
lections. Theye are 2 or 3 Roman Catholics in this parish, but
there is no priest nearer than Dundee.

The number of families attending the Established church is
about 900; of families attending the chapels of Dissenters about
400; of families attending the chapel of Episcopalians about 60.

The average number of communicants at the parish church is
about 1400 each time the communion is dispensed.

There is a Bible and missionary society in the town. The ave-
rage amount of their subscriptions and donations is about L. 50
a-year, nearly the half of that sum being contributed by each, be-
sides occasional collections. These last vary from L. 10 to L.20
annually.

Education.— There are nine schools in the parish, besides three
or four for females only. Two of the former in the town, and one
of the latter have each a salary. Two in the country are supported
partly by the kirk-session; one of them from a small sum mortified
by Mr Johnston, minister here, about sixty yearsago. There is one
parochial school; in which the branches of education taught are,
reading English, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, geography,
Greek, Latin, French, book-keeping, and practical mathematics.
The same are taught, more or less, in the other schools. The pa-
rochial schoolmaster’ssalaryis L.34,4s.4d. The amount of school
fees for some years has been about L. 70. No house or garden is_
given by the heritors. In lieu of the parochial school accommo-
dation an allowance of L. 10 a-year is granted by the magistrates
from the funds of the burgh, agreeably to a stipulation entered in-
to betwixt them and the heritors in the year 1808, when a regu-
lar parish school was first established. The yearly expense of
education, in reading only, is 10s. ; in reading and writing, 16s.;
_when arithmetic is added, it is 18s.; and with Latin, it is L. 1, 4s.

A vacancy having lately occurred in one of the public schools,
steps are in the course of being taken, before filling up the vacancy,
to remodel the system of education that has hitherto prevailed in
this place, and to put the schools on a more efficient footing, by
adopting the modern plan of dividing the branches among three
different teachers, each of them having a salary independently of
the others.

The people in general set a high value on education. Very
few, indeed, can neither.read nor write ; and none in the parish
are at a very inconvenient distance from one school or another.
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Seldom does so much ignorance appear as sometimes did twenty
or thirty years ago. Yet morals cannot be said to have improved
in proportion to the means of instruction.

Literature.—There is a parish library, consisting of about 600
books of a useful and religious kind : and each of our two booksel-
lers has a circulating library. ' There is usually a public news-
room: and a printing press has lately been established.

Charitable Institutions.—There is here an institution called the
Hospital of Maison Dieu, which gives small weekly allowances to
poor residenters, widows, and children of burghers. There is also
a public dispensary, established several years ago, chiefly by means
of a legacy from the late Mrs Speid of Ardovie, and supported by
subscription from some of the heritors and other inhabitants. It
is very useful. The patients average 73 in number for the last
eight years. There are several friendly societies, both for males
and females in distress; but most of them are expiring from want
of encouragement, or from wrong calculations. They surely tend
to create a spirit of independence and of frugality.

We have also a society of ladies for relieving aged and indigent
women, about 60 in number, who receive one shilling monthly. It
was instituted in 1810,

Savings Bank.—There is a savings bank chiefly employed by
servants, who are sober and industrious. The amount invested from
September 1832, to September 1833, was L. 595, 9s. 11d. : with-
drawn in the same time L. 659, 12s. 9d.

Poor and Poors’ Funds.—From 60 to 200 paupers receive aid
from the session funds. The former number consists of weekly pen-
sioners, at 1s.; on an average, widows with children receive from 1s.
6d.t02s. 6d. according to their necessities. The funds for their relief
arise from the collections at church, and some garden rents belong-
ing to the session ; besides 200 sittings in the church, fines and mort-
cloths,—the whole amounting to about L. 250. Last year they rose
as high as L. 340, 7s.; but an extraordinary call was then made upon
the heritors. There is as yet no assessment, but it is feared, if the
poor and also Dissenters increase in number, that recourse must be
had toit. Some are slow in applying for parochial aid, but others
are too ready to seek it. An assessment, it is well known, greatly.
increases this propensity.

Prisons.— There are too often some prisoners in our jail, usual-
ly for debt, sometimes for bad conduct. During the last year
(1831) there were confined for debt, 14; on criminal charges, 20.
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The prison is tolerably well secured. An attempt was made about
two years ago to escape by the ceiling, but was discovered in time
to prevent it. 'To promote a current of air, an iron door with
grating has been lately erected. Two apartments have each a
window ; the black hole has a small opening only to let in air, and
a feeble light. The superintendence is in the hands of the ma-
gistrates.

Fairs,&c.—There are several fairs or markets in the parish. The
celebrated Trinity Muir market is held at a mile’s distance from
the town, four times in the year. The one held in the month of

_June is by far the best attended. At the terms of Whitsunday and
Martinmas there are very considerable markets held on the streets
for the hiring of servants, as well as for the sale of merchants’
goods. Markets for horses and cattle are held for several weeks in
winter and spring every Tuesday, which is the weekly market day;
but butcher-meat of the best quality, and especially mutton, can
be had at any time in abundance.

Trns.—There are by far too many inns and other public houses,—
upwards of sixty in the town and tenements,—besides three or four
in the country part of the parish. Their effects on morals are
in many cases very bad.

Fuel.—The chief fuel is coal brought by land-carriage from
Montrose. An ordinary cart-load costs 5s. in addition to the
price of the coals at the shore. Some wood is got in the neigh-
bourhood, on which the poor depend much for fuel. It is not al-
ways honestly come by. There are no peats nearer than Arnhall
i the Mearns; of course they are but little made use of.

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

There are striking changes, both in the personal appearance of
the people and in places, within the last thirty years. Much bet-
ter houses are built, both in the town and country. Far more
hedges are planted ; and other kinds of fences are more complete.
The alteration in the dress of both sexes is very remarkable.
Bonnets and plaids, then common, are now almost exploded. The
desire of knowledge is increasing, and a love of reading is pretty ge-
neral. On the whole, the people have many advantages of which
it is to be hoped not a few of them are sensible.

Drawn up Janvary 1833.
Revised December 1833.



PARISH OF DUNNICHEN.

PRESBYTERY OF FORFAR, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. JAMES HEADRICK, MINISTER.

" L—TorocraPHY AND NaTUrAL HisTORY.

Name and Boundaries.—SoME difference of opinion exists con-
cerning the origin of the name Dunnichen. Most people derive it
from Nechtan, a Pictish chieftain, who is said to have resided in the
parish. But although it has been the uniform practice of the Gael
to name persons from their place of residence, they never named
places from persons. Iam, therefore, disposed to think that Dun-
nichen is a corruption of Dun-Achan, the hill or fort of the val-
ley. This is exactly descriptive of. the hill of Dunnichen, which,
on the north, looks down on the lochs of Rescobie and Balgaies;
towards the east, upon the whole valley of the Lunan ; towards the
west, upon Forfar and its contiguous loch, and through Strathmore,
until the view is bounded by Shehallien and the Perthshire Gram-
pians. From the west of this hill the water flows down through
Strathmore, and from the east it flows towards the Lunan and
Lunan Bay. From the south side of the hill a low shoulder is
projected, on which there once stood a fort built with dry stone,
without any cement. It is agreed at all hands that the parish de-
rived its name from this fort or castle. The foundation of a si-
milar fort is still visible on the hill of Dunbarrow, a detached
part of this parish.

The parish consists of three estates or properties, detached from
each other ; and in whole contains 4024 Scotch acres.

Topographical Appearances.— There are no elevations in this
parish which can claim the name of mountains. The hill of
Dunnichen is the most elevated part; its highest pinnacle was
ascertained to be 800 feet above the level of the sea. This
hill, with a few exceptions, is covered with soil, and is planted or
cultivated to its summit. The hill of Dunbarrow may be about
700 feet above the sea. Dunnichen House, situated near the
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foot of the southern slope of Dunnichen Hill, is the most northern
house of the parish, and was ascertained to be 400 feet above the
sea, and distant from the sea, at Arbroath, about ten miles. The
medium elevation of the whole parish may be about 360 feet above
the sea level. The lands of Dunnichen consist of gentle undula-
tions or ridges running from west to east, their greatest ahd most
rapid descent being towards Vinney Water on the south. The
lands of Tulloes have a very gentle rise from Vinney Water to
the summit of the ridge which separates them from Carmyllie on
the south; and this ridge may be about 600 feet above the sea.
The lands of Dunbarrow rise in all directions towards the hill,
their steepest acclivity being towards the north-west.

Meteorology.—In general, the climate is very similar to that
which prevails over a great part of the east of Scotland. The
trees, where fully exposed, lean somewhat towards the north-east,
showing the prevailing winds to be from the south-west. During
spring, and sometimes even in summer, chilling blasts from the
east and north-east prevail, with their usual injurious effects : and
they are often accompanied by hazy mist, here named eastern
haar.

Geology and Mineralogy.—Excepting where they have been
laid open by quarries, and a few juttings of whinstone rocks, the
strata are uniformly covered by a considerable depth of soil.
Sandstone, or freestone, constitutes the great body of our. solid
strata. 'These are sometimes seen to alternate with beds of indu-
rated clay, which consist of thin plates of a whitish gray, reddish,
or bluish colour, here known by the name of cam-stone, because
they are used for writing on slates, and, when pounded, are used
for whitening hearths, stairs, &c. These clay strata are some-
times penetrated by the roots of plants, of a blackish colour; and
sometimes impressions of plants, and of their leaves, are seen
upon the surfaces of their plates. Numerous fragments of what
appears to have been rushes, of a bluish-green colour, appear in
some of these indurated clay strata. Some of the freestone beds
are subdivisible into plates of various thickness, the surfaces of
which exhibit woody fibres, and have a striking resemblance to
polished boards of wainscot. ~Although our sandstone beds be in-
tersected by numerous fissures, which subdivide them into masses
which more or less affect a parallelopiped form, having two opposite
angles acute, and the other two obtuse; they are nowhere seen
to be intersected by veins of trap or whinstone, or of any other
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material. I once picked up a few fragments of heavy spar, some
of which were tinged with a green colour from copper, on the
southern declivity of the highest pinnacle of Dunnichen Hill,
which must have come from a vein of that material which is con-
cealed by the soil. But the greatest metallic repositories in
the world have been discovered by accident, or exposed to view
by streams of water. For this purpose, in Cornwall and other
places, they conduct streams of water artificially across the decli-
vity of the mountains, .

The sandstone in the castle quarry of Dunnichen dips to the
north about five feet in twenty-four, making an angle with the ho-
rizon of 12°. This quarry furnishes excellent mill-stones for
grinding corn. It also furnishes stones of large dimensions, which
can be easily dressed and polished immediately after they are
raised, but if allowed to remain some time, no tool can penetrate
them. In some of its beds there are rounded pebbles of jasper,
quartz and agate, interspersed. The sandstone of Tulloes dips
to the south-east four feet eight inches in twenty-four, mak-
ing an angle with the horizon of 11° Our sandstone, or free-
stone, is generally of a grayish-white colour. Some of it inclines
to blue.

Where the trap or whinstone rocks jut above the surface, they
appear to be a confused mass, without any stratification or regular
arrangement of parts. But where they have been dug into, they are
found to be as regularly stratified as the sandstone on which they
rest, and by which they are covered towards the dip. On the
southern face of the hill of Dunnichen, there are a few jutting rocks
of trap, some of which is fatiscent, as it decomposes in concentric
scales. Other parts have numerous particles of steatites, of a dirty
yellowish-white colour, interspersed, and, from the resemblance to
that animal, have obtained the name of toad-stone. On the farm
.of Pinkerton, there isa confused very porous stratum of trap cover-
ing a freestone quarry. On the farm of Broadles, there is another
jutting rock of that species of trap which is called greenstone. This
rock has of late been much quarried for stones tomend the roads, and
is found to be composed of several very regular strata, each of
which is made up of blocks of various dimensions, of which some
affect the rude columnar form. These strata dip to the north-
east at the rate of nine feet in twenty-four, and make an angle

with the horizon of 21°.  All the visible rocks of the hill of Dum-
4
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barrow are trap; and these include all the visible trap rocks in
this parish.

A thin silicious incrustation sometimes intersects our trap
rocks. In other cases there are hollows lined with a silicious in-
crustation, from which beautiful rock crystals project towards the
centre of the hollow.

On the summit and sides of the hill of Dunnichen there are seve-
ral large loose masses of mica-slate and granite. Large granite
stones, which interrupted the plough, were dug up some years ago,
on the farm of Broadlea. A large mass of granite was lately
blasted to the north of Letham; and many stones of these kinds
occur, or have been discovered, in various parts of the parish, all
more or less rounded by attrition. There being no rock of these
stones nearer than the Grampians, we are puzzled to account for
their getting into their present position. In the beautiful mass of
granite that was blasted near Letham, I observed fragments of dark-
blue whinstone interspersed in the body of the stone.

The quality of our soils may be inferred from that of the rocks
which they cover, and from whose decomposition they have been
formed. A large sheet of good soil slopes from the south side of
Dunnichen Hill. In the upper part, this soil is too shallow, and
too near the rock. It deepens as it descends, and may be de-
scribed as a friable loam, in which sand predominates. It seems
to have been made up of particles washed down from the hill
above. In the different ridges of the parish, where the soil is
.primary, the subsoil is always tenacious, or impervious to mois-
ture. Of course it is apt to throw up rushes, Sphagnum palus-
tre, and other moss-plants. This sort of soil prevails on the
summit of those ridges of which the estate of Dunnichen is com-
posed. The only exception is that of soils formed from the decom-
position of trap-rocks, which are always fertile, provided they be of
sufficient depth. On the estate of Tulloes, the lower part is am
alluvial haugh soil, and becomes less fertile as you advance to the
higher grounds. The same observation applies to the estate of
Dumbarrow, which .is least fertile at the higher parts, where the
soil is primary, but becomes deeper and more fertile as we descend.
In a word, the soils of this parish may be ranked under two classes,
—friable loams, in which sand predominates; and friable clays,
with a retentive subsoil. Most of the stones which were injurious
to agriculture have been removed to make drains, mend the roads,

FORPAR. K
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and for other purposes: some operations of these kinds are, how-
ever, still necessary.

Hydrography.— There is a small chalybeate spring on the north
side of the drain leadingfrom the loch of Dunnichen ; from which
some people have thought they found relief in stomach complaints.
A much more copious spring of the same quality, although not so
strongly impregnated, has its fountain head on the north-west cor-
ner of Dumbarraw, although it breaks out in the parish of Kirkden.

The: only loch in the parish is what is commonly called the Mire
of Dunnichen. This occupies a space of about fifty acres, and has
been partially drained for marl, and converted into pasture land.
But, to render the improvement effectual, the drain would require
to be made five or six feet deeper, and concealed drains thrown out
on each side of it, to take off springs which rise from different parts
of its bottom.

The only running-water in the parish isthe small rivulet of Vinney
Water, which rises in the parish of Forfar, from what was the loch of
Lower, but is now completely drained, and converted into fertile
land. This rivulet, after receiving some smaller strearhs in its pro-
gress, joins Lunan Water near Pitmuies, in the parish of Kirkden.

IL.—CiviL HisTory.

Antiquities.— The stones of the fort or castle, before referred to,
have been removed to build fences; and its area has been nearly
obliterated by a quarry. On its floor was found a thick bed of
wood ashes, mixed with numerous bones, which seem to have be-
longed to the animals on which the inhabitants fed. In one place
there is said to have been found a number of small golden bullets,
which seem to have been the current coin of the times when they
were formed.

- A confused tradition prevails of a great battle having been fought
on the East Mains of Dunnichen, between Lothus King of the
Picts, or his son Modred, and Arthur King of tlie Britons, in which
that hero of romance was slain. Buchanan, no doubt, places the
scene of that battle upon the banks of the Humber, in England.
But it is probable that some battle had been fought here; for, a
good many years ago, on the East Mains of Dunnichen, there was
turned up with the plough a large flat stone, on which1s cut a rude
outline of an armed warrior’s head and shoulders; and not many
years ago, the plough also uncovered some graves on another part
of the same farm. These graves consisted of flat stones on all
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sides. They were filled with human bones, and urns of red clay,
with rude ornaments upon them ; the urns being filled with whitish-
gray ashes. By exposure to the air, the bones and the urns moul-
dered into dust. v )

In a round gravel knoll near the Den of Letham, a consider-
able number of similar graves was found. The graves were situ-
ated in a thick bed of fine sand, which intersected the knoll; and
were constructed every way similar to the former. They contain-
ed human bones, which seem to have been crammed together
without much regard to arrangement. The urns with their ashes
were every way similar to the former. The neck-bones of some
were adorned with strings of beads. These were of a beautiful
glossy black colour, neatly perforated longitudinally, and strung
together by the fibres of animals. They were of an oval figure;
large and small ones were arranged alternately; the large ones
flat on the two opposite surfaces, the small ones round. They
seemed to consist of ebony, or of some fine-grained species of wood,
which had been charred, and then finely polished. On keeping
them some time, they split into plates, and the woody fibres sepa-
rated. “"The bones also, and the urns, mouldered into dust. In
some of these graves rusty daggers were found, which fell in pieces
by handling. It appears the bodies had been first burnt, as the
ashes contained numerous particles of charcoal of wood.

Land-owners.—The parish, as formerly stated, is divided into
three properties, namely, Dunnichen, Tulloes, and Dumbarrow.
James Hawkins, Esq. advocate, is heir-apparent to the estate of
Dunnichen. He resides at Dunnichen House, and is the only re-
siding heritor. Tulloes belongs to John Oughterlony, Esq. of
Guynd. Dumbarrow belongs to Alexander Lyall, Esq. of Gardyne.

Eminent Persons.— The only person of emmence we ever heard
of connected with the parish, is the late George Dempster, Esq.
who was many years member of Parliament for the Forfar, Dundee,
&c. district of burghs ; but his character and conduct are too well
known to require any illustration.

IIL—PoruraTION.
The population, as taken by the Government census, was

< In the year 1801, - - 1049
1811, - - 1233
1821, - - 1433
1831, - - 1518

In the census of 1831, there weére found in the parish 331 inha-
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bited houses. Families, 386 ; whereof 88 are chiefly engaged in
agriculture, and 253in trade, manufactures, and handicraft. Houses
building, 1; houses uninhabited, 12. The latter are chiefly upon
the estate of Tulloes, as the proprietor has taken great part of that
estate into his own hands.

The following is a list of males and females born, and regis-
tered in the parish books,- during the 18 years, from lst January
1819 to 1st January 1832.

Males. TFemales. Sum. Males. Females. Sum.
1819, - 17 16 33 1827, - 15 18 33
1820, - 16 16 32 1828, - 20 13 33
1821, - 21 16 7 1829, - 28 12 40
1822, - 21 8 29 1830, - 2 20 40
1823, - 19 17 36 1831, - 16 17 33
1824, - 14 13 27 —_— — —
1825, - 16 16 2 237 201 438
1826, - 14 19 33

From this table it appears, that, although the number of female
births sometimes equals, and sometimes exceeds, that of males,
yet, in a course of thirteen years, the male births exceed those of
females by thirty-six. Had the comparison been carried through
a greater number of years, the excess would have been much
greater. We believe it to be a fact over all the world, that the
number of males born always exceeds that of females. But, on the
other hand, during the census 1831, there were living in the parish
712 males and 801 females,—the excess in the number of females
over that of males being 89. To account for this, it may be ob-
served, that some of our young men went to the army and navy, and
never returned ; some went to the merchant service in distant ports;
some have found employment in distant parts of the country; and
some have lately emigrated to America, carrying no females with
them. Thus, as men are engaged in more hazardous employ-
ments than women, it seems to be the intention of Divine Provi~
dence to provide for this by the superior number born.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.
The number of Scotch acres cultivated or occasionally in tillage is 3112
Uncultivated, - - - - 494
That might be cultivated or planted, - - 494
Under wood, - - - - 414

The system which chiefly prevails here is what is called the al-

O
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ternate, which consists of interposing a green crop, or naked fallow,
between every two corn crops. At first breaking up from lea, oats
are sown ; then turnips and potatoes drilled ; next barley, with rye-
grass and clover ; next pasture, for one or more years. Sometimes,
when the land is in very good heart, two or more crops of oats are
taken at first breaking up. Sometimes wheat is sown after pota-
toes, and sometimes on clover-lea, with addition of manure: if
after potatoes, or naked fallow, the grass seeds are always sown
along with it. But for some years past the seasons have been so
unfavourable at the critical time of flowering and fructifying, and
the wheat has been so much destroyed by the fly, that the culti-
vation of this grain has been almost abandoned, and barley substi-
tuted in its place. Formerly wheat was always sown after naked
fallow ; and a part sgmetimes after potatoes or clover lea. Now,
with wheat, the extent of naked fallow is very much reduced, and
barley is sown upon the potatoe and turnip land, which receives all
the manure. Of late the turnip husbandry has been extended by
bone dust, which raises a good crop on light sandy ground, but
does not seem to succeed so well on stiff clays. The store-masters
of the Grampians send down their flocks of sheep to feed on
these turnips during winter, and they are confined to three drills
at a time by means of flakes. They prefer these wooden flakes to
nets, because the sheep being of the horned black-faced breed,
their horns might get entangled in the nets, and tear them in
pieces. The kinds of turnips cultivated here are the globe, the
green and red-tops, or rather a mixture of all. A portion of the
yellow turnip is in every field; but, unless the seeds themselves
were to be raised, they seldom can be got unmixed. Every farmer
has also a few drills of curly kail in his turnip field. The grains
cultivated are the potatoe-oat, of which they frequently change
the seed ; the two-rowed barley; the white Essex wheat, of which
they receive frequent change of seed from London or the Carse of
Gowrie; gray peas in some places,—drilled beans having been tried,
but not found to succeed. Some farmers also sow portions of
vetches, as green fodder for their live stock. Various kinds of
potatoes have prevailed here at different times; but the kinds most
in vogue at present are the large globular red, and the small Ame-
rican of a white colour.
Shell marl from the Eoch of Restenneth, which belongs to the
estate of Dunnichen, although in the parish of Forfar, has been a
powerful instrument of improvement in this quarter. It is com-
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monly applied in compost with earth and dung to turnips or to
wheat when sown upon naked fallow, or upon hay-stubble.

The ploughmen here are very expert, and some of them havebeen
carried to Ireland, and other distant places. Some of them are mar-~

. ried, and live in cottages annexed to the farm-house. But most of
them are unmarried, and live in what are called bothies, contiguous
to the farm-house. Each receivesa certain allowance of meal and
milk, potatoes and other articles, besides wages, which vary from
L. 10 to L. 15 or L. 20, according to circumstances. The reap-
ing is mostly performed by threaving, but partly by the scythe.
Much of the estate of Dunnichen is but one step removed from
the runrig, or rig and rennel system, which still prevails in some
parts of the Highlands. However, as leases fall, it is now in the
course of being lotting into separate farms, and commodious farm-
offices are building. )

The two-horse plough, of Small’s construction, isuniversally in use.
The cattle, and sometimes also the horses, are fed on turnips during
winter, along with straw or other fodder. Sometimes, also, they
get a feed of yams or other potatoes; but the surplus of potatoes
generally goes to feed pigs.

There are two corn-millsupon the estate of Dunnichen, at Craichy
and Letham; the latter also fabricates pot-barley. There is
also a corn-mill at Dumbarrow. There are four thrashing-ma-
chines at Dumbarrow, two of which are moved by water, one by
horses, and one by wind. There are two on the estate of Tulloes,
one moved by horses, the other by water. On the estate of Dun-
nichen there are seven thrashing-machines, one moved by water,
the rest by horses,—in all thirteen in the parish,

Breeds of Live Stock.—There are no sheep kept in the parish.
The kind of cattle which most generally prevails is the Galloway
breed, sometimes here called humlies, because they have no horns,
Although this breed has been much cultivated in Galloway, it does
not seem to be peculiar to that district; for I have seen individuals
without horns among the middle-horned breeds in various parts of
the Highlands and Isles. There are also a very few of the middle-
horned breed of Fife extraction, and still fewer of the short-horned
or Tees-water breed. The milch cows here, during the best of the
season, yield from twelve tofourteen Scotch pints of milka-day. The
milk is generally skimmed, the cream made into butter, and the milk
into skimmed-milk cheese. The cattle that are put to pasture in
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grass-parks are of all descriptions, and are bought at the neigh-
bouring fairs.

Produce.—The average gross amount and value of raw produce
raised yearly, on an average of the last five years, is as follows :—
1240 acres of corn and other gnins of all kinds, valued at an average of L. 7 per

Scotch acre, - - 1.8680 0 O

465 acres of potatoes, turnips, and other green crop, valued at L. 10
per acre, - - - - - 4650 0 0

150 acres of summer fallow, - - -

465 acres of hay, valued at L. Gperacre, - - - 2790 0 0
792 acres of pasture, valued at L. 2 per acre, - - 1584 0 0
988 acres of uncultivated land at 5s. per acre, - . - 247 0 O
414 acres of wood, thinnings of which valued at, - - 20 0 0
Iroduce of quarries, - - - - - - - 2 00
Dairy produce, - - - - - - - - 39910 O
Sales of live stock annually, - - - - - 1240 0 0O
Gross amount of value, L.19630 10 0

Marufactures.— The principal, indeed the only staple manufac-
ture of the parish, is the weaving of coarse linens, called Osna-
burghs. Along with this, some occasional work is done in sheeting
and shirting, but chiefly for private use. Many of the families en-
gaged in this work have small farms, held either in lease or feu,
which they cultivate at their leisure hours. There is a spinning-
mill in the Den of Letham, moved by the water of Vinney, for
spinning lint and tow into yarn. This mill is furnished with a steam-
engine to move the machinery when the water is deficient. But I
understand they have had no occasion to have recourse to steam
these several years past. Formerly, spinning was the peculiar
province of the women. But since the spinning-mills have become
so numerous, they have betaken themselves to weaving, and there
are nearly as many women now employed at the loom asmen. Al-
though some attempts have been made to introduce power-looms,
they have not been found to answer for the coarse fabrics of this
district.  All weaving is done by the piece. At present, every
person who is willing to work finds employment.  There is, how-
ever, a general complamt of the lowness of wages, a]though none
of the highness of provisions.

V.—ParocHiaL Econonmy.

Market-Towns, §c.— The principal village in the parish is Le-
tham, which, with its adjuncts, contains upwards of 900 souls. It
was laid out on a very regular plan by the late Mr Dempster, and
is yearly increasing. There are two markets here for all kinds of
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bestial, hiring of servants, &c. There is a linen-hall in this vil-
lage, which is now converted into a school-room.*

North of Letham there is a long straggling village called Drum-
mietermon, chiefly inhabited by small farmers, most of whom are
weavers. There are also small villages at Bouriefad, at Craichy,
Cotton of Lownie, and Kirkton of Dunnichen. :

To the west of Dunnichen there is another straggling village,
called Cotton of Lownie, chiefly inhabited by small farmers, most
of whom are also weavers.

In the Kirkton of Dunnichen an annual fair is held on the third
Wednesday of March, Old Style. This is said to have been a
great market in former times, and was held with continuation of
days. Now very little business is done there ; and only a few idle
people assemble at it for amusement.

Means of Communication.— The old roads of this parish are ge-
nerally very ill contrived. The principal road upon the estate of
Dunnichen is too narrow, and is always miry in wet weather, A
new toll road from Dundee to Brechin has long been in contempla-
tion, which will pass through Letham. This road has been com-
pleted in some places to the northward, and has been already formed
in 8o far as it passes through the estate of Dunnichen. It cannot
fail to be of great advantage to this district, by opening an easy
communication with the distinguished port of Dundee. There are
only four bridges in the parish, each of one arch.

Ecclesiastical State.— The earliest place of worship in the parish
was situated in the shallow lake, or Mire of Du