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PARISH OF RENFREW.

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. DUNCAN MACFARLAN, MINISTER.

L—Torocrapay AND NaTURAL HisToRry.

Name.—THE name of this parish, as well as of the county, ap-
pears to have belonged originally to the site and neighbourhood of
the present burgh. A town bearing the same name existed here
in the reign of David L, which commenced in 1124. We are,
from this and other evidence, carried back to a period when some
dialect of the Celtic must have been spoken in this part of the
country ; in this immediate neighbourhood,—most probably that of
the Strath-Clyde Britons. Clyde, Leven, Lomond, Dumbarton
and, as we think, Renfrew, are all British names. The author of
Caledonia derives the last of these from Rkyn, in Welsh, or Rinn,
in Gaelic and Irish ;—both meaning a point of land ; and Frew, or
Fraw, in Welsh, a flow of water ; thus making Renfrew the point
of land near the flow or conflux of the rivers Clyde and Gryfe. All
who are acquainted with the localities of the burgh will recognize
in this an apt description ; yet it must have been much more so,
when these rivers spread out as they formerly did, leaving the lands
around the burgh literally as a point appearing amidst the waters.
Assuming, then, that this name was anciently applied to the site
of the burgh, it is easy to understand how it would afterwards be
given to the burgh itself, and from it to the parish; and we know,
that it was afterwards extended, first to the barony, and then to the
sheriffdom or county. Hence the name of the burgh, the parish,
and the county of Renfrew. *

Ezxtent and Boundaries.— This parish comprehends the whole
of the burgh, and a landward district extending to about 54 miles

® It may not be improper here to notice an error, into which several respectable
writers have fullen on this subject ; apparently copying one from another. Among
others, Crawford, in his history of the county, alleges Renfrew to be the same with
Randuara, e name said to be found in Ptolemy, as quoted by Cambden. The re-
ference to Cambden is correct, but the word used by Ptolemy is Vanduaria ; and the

place to which this latter name is applied, instead of being on the very banks of the
Clyde, appears to be nearly equidistant between it and the Ayrshire coast.

RENFREW, A



2 RENFREWSHIRE.

in length, and 2% at its greatest breadth,—the amount of surface
being about 9 square miles. It isbounded on the north by the pa-
rishes of East and West Kilpatrick, both in the county of Dum-
barton; on the east chiefly by the parish of Govan, in the county
of Lanark; on the south by the Abbey parish of Paisley; and on
the west, or rather the north-west, by the rivers Black Cart and
Gryfe, which separate it from the parishes of Kilbarchan and
Inchinan.

Topographical Appearances.— The general outline is irregular,
and is farther broken by the intersection of several navigable rivers.
Fully one-third of the whole is on the north side of the river Clyde;
this being the only part of the county which crosses that river. A
similar proportion of what remains is separated from the rest by
the White Cart, and a navigable canal which runs for a short dis-
tance alongside of it. Communication with this district of the
parish is maintained by bridges, and with the north side of the
- Clyde by boats. Row-boats are employed for foot-passengers, and
a large vessel open at both ends, and moved along a chain by a
hand-windlass, for cattle, carts, and carriages. The general ap-
pearance of the parish, in its two southern divisions, is that of an
almost perfect level, and very much in the centre of an extensive
plain ; stretching southward to the hilly country above Paisley;
westward into the parishes of Kilbarchan, Houston, and Erskine ;
northward to the base of the Kilpatrick range; and eastward to-
wards Glasgow. In this general division of the parish, there is only
one noticeable acclivity, which, from its insular situation, commands
an extensive view, and is dignified with the appellation of Knock,
a low hill. On the north side of the river Clyde, the surface is
more unequal. The hilly undulations, which skirt the base of the
Kilpatrick range, shoot down and overlook the lower grounds; and,
running eastward towards Glasgow, are formed into a succession of
low conical hills, several of which afe within this parish. The most
considerable of these is Jordanhill, which rises perhaps 180 feet
above the level of the river. Between and around these, the lands
are low, flat, and alluvial ; resembling those on the south side of
the river. On both sides are several handsome mansion-houses,
with plantations corresponding, which greatly diversify and enrich
the general landscape. There is a small hill above Scotstown
gate, from which the central and richest portion of the view is best
seen ; and for a more distant and general view of the parish and
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surrounding country, we know of no point better than the hill on
which the High Church of Paisley stands.

Climate.— Although our climate cannot differ greatly from that
of the surrounding parishes, it is probably in some respects modi-
fied. Most of the parish lies very low, and is yet remarkably open ;
the subsoil is generally dry and gravelly,—in many places, a bed of
fine sand; the tide ebbs and flows through it in several channels ; and
it is to a considerable extent sheltered by the Kilpatrick and
Campsie hills on the north; and the upper lands of Renfrewshire
on the south and south-west. These and other local circumstances
probably affect both the temperature and the quantity of rain com-
mon to the surrounding parishes. Unfortunately there is no journal
kept on either of these points; but we know it to be the opinion
of several intelligent observers, that there is a difference. Showers,
especially from the west, are attracted by the hills, and fall out in
the more broken parts of the country ; very much passing over the
central plain. An intelligent farmer, who has resided all his life
on an elevated tract of the Kilpatrick hills, from which the
whole vale of the Clyde may be distinctly seen, assured the writer,
that he has been always accustomed to observe the lands about
Renfrew and the point of Cardross, (another point similarly situat-
ed,) sooner free of snow than any other part within view. In com-
mon also with other parts of the country, our climate has been im-
proving. Our winters are milder, our summers are said to be
cooler; and yet between sowing and reaping there is a shorter pe-
riod. This last may be in part owing to the introduction of fo-
reign seeds, that are of quicker growth; but still more, we appre-
hend, to increased draining, better and more thorough cultivation,
and stimulating more abundantly with hot manures. The general
deepening and embankment of our rivers, thé drying up of stag-
nant pools, the growing of plantations containing many evergreens,
and the cultivation of the country at large, must have also contri-
buted to the amelioration of our winters. We are not sure whether
the greater coolness of summer has yet been satisfactorily explained.
The greater cold during winter might have made the summer’s heat
more noticeable, and perhaps the inferior equipments of husbandry,
used sixty years ago, might have rendered both men and cattle more
oppressed by the heat ; but may it not be farther submitted, whether,
upon the same principle on which both the summer’s heat and the
winter’s cold are modified near the sea, namely, the greater radia-
tion of heat,—the general and more thorough cultivation of the soil
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may not have contributed to effect a similar change on land? Imr
connection with climate and other circumstances, this parish has
long been accounted remarkably healthy. The writer of the for-
mer Statistical Account says, * No place, perhaps, in the west of
Scotland is so peculiarly healthy as Renfrew. Epidemical distem-
pers are hardly ever known.” In illustration of this latter circum-
stance, it may be mentioned as a current tradition, that the plague
which raged so much in the neighbourhood, especially about the
beginning of the seventeenth century, never entered Renfrew. *
And it can scarcely be said that the Asiatic cholera of 1832 en-
tered it ; for, although there were two deaths believed to be by cho-
lera, the individuals affected were understood to have caught the
disease in Glasgow. We mention these facts as matters of ob-
servation, but without believing them to be explicable on any other
principle than that of Divine Providence. It is not to be conceal-
ed, however, that typhus fever and British cholera, as well as the
usual epidemics affecting children, occasionally visit this as much as
other places. In 1787 or 1788, or about that time, small-pox
seems to have been very fatal in the burgh and neighbourhood.
Since that time, it yielded to the general use of vaccination, and
seldom occurred till last autumn, when a species of the disease again
appeared, spread generally among children, and attacked some
grown people; several of whom died, though they had been pre.
viously vaccinated. The general impression, however, of aged
people, who had seen small-pox in its more virulent forms, is, that
our late visitation has been comparatively mild.

Hydrography, &c.— The subsoil being for the most part alluvial,
our springs vary in their quality, and also in the depth to which wells
must be sunk for them. About the burgh, they flow from the south
chiefly through a bed of fine sand, and are remarkable for purity and
perennity; some of them, however, being slightly tinged with the
oxide of iron. From the great changes which have taken place in
our rivers, especially in the Clyde, and on account of its great com-
mercial importance, it may be desirable to go more into detail under

* At this time, Renfrew was a place of much greater relative importance than it
now is; and the inhabitants of Paisley were then, it would appear, accustomed to
make purchases in it. During the time of the plague they were refused, as tradition
says, admission into the burgh ; and to accommodate both parties, a kind of Exchange
was established at the head of the « Hairst Loan,” the way leading to Paisley. A
large fire was kept burning, with a pot suspended over it, ining water and a
ladﬁ in it. The Renfrew merchnnt _having grasped the ladle, stretched it towards

his Paisley , who d in it the price of his purchases; it was then im-

mersed in the boiling pot, and brought out purified from all infection, and declared
current.'
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this head than would otherwise be necessary. In the middle of the
seventeenth century, there were between the Point House, oppo-
site Govan and Erskine Ferry, a distance not exceeding perhaps
eight miles, not fewer than eight islands, four of which appear to
have been within this parish. The largest of these was called the
King’s Inch; it had in it a large castle, once a royal residence ; and
it now forms the principal domains of Eldersly House. Another,
the Buck Inch, or, as it is vulgarly called, the Packman Isle, now
forms part of the lands of Scotstown. A third, called the Sand
, Inch, still bears the name of ¢ the Isle,” and is part of the com-
mon near the ferry of Renfrew. And a fourth, the Ron or Ren,
lay in the mouth of the Gryfe.* When the river was thus divided
and broken by so many islands, the different channels were full of
banks. These naturally interrupted the currents, and caused the
adjacent lands to be often flooded to a great extent. One of the
channels passed immediately under the burgh, so that the gardens
along the street called Townhead are still described in deeds of
property, as bounded on the north by the Clyde, though they are
now distant from the river probably half a-mile. About seventy
or eighty years ago, a square-rigged vessel, which afterwards sail-
ed in the Virginia trade, is said to have been launched into this
channel from a building yard, which must have been over the pre-
sent green, near Eldersly west gate.t This ancient channel may
still be traced from the Marlin Ford above Braehead House, through
the grounds now of Eldersly, along under the burgh and through
the common. During the earlier part of this course, it formed the
boundary line between the counties of Renfrew and Lanark ; and
having received the Mill-Burn at the east end of the burgh, part
of it is still partially open, under the name of Puddough,—a name
most probably derived from the appearance of this channel when
the other had been so deepened as very much to withdraw the
water, leaving it comparatively small and muddy. From the burgh
down to the ferry, there is a navigable canal, which was opened
about fifty years ago, and which is partly in the old bed of the
river. Towards the ferry, however, it is cut across what was at
one time an island. To furnish some idea of the improvements
which have been going on in the present channel, it may be stated,
® These may be seen in a map of the county, published orginally in Amsterdam
2: ]lg.;)a: and republished with the last edition of Crawford's History of the County

+ At that period much smaller vessels were employed, we understand, than at pre-
sent.
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that, in 1755, there was only one foot six inches of water at seve-
ral of the fords (in summer) opposite the grounds of Eldersly;
whereas there are now about six feet all the way up. And, as there
is a rise of nearly six feet more during ordinary tides, twelve feet
water have thus been secured. With spring tides, under high westand
south-west winds, it may even rise to sixteen feet and upwards. Here
at the period referred to, the width of the river at these places was
from 684 to 884 feet, and now it runs from 230 to 280.* Operations
for deepening the channel commenced soon after 1770, and have
been chiefly directed to two points,—the confining of the current
by parallel dikes and banks, and the deepening of the bed of the ri-
ver,—latterly by dredging-machines, which are wrought by steam.t

Geology and Mineralogy.—Nearly the whole of the low grounds
in this parish are strictly alluvial. The subsoil consists chiefly of
extensive beds of sand, often interspersed with thin strata of clay,
sometimes of moss (peat-bog,) and occasionally interrupted with
large masses of solid unstratified clay. The disposal of these and
other deposits strongly indicates a submarine formation. Selecting
a piece of land near the centre of this level tract, we had pits dug
round several fields for examining the upper strata. And after
passing through the soil, we sometimes found a few inches of clay,
and at other times of moss, but more generally sand. Between
the layers of sand, we found large deposits of the oxide of iron
(which gives the water a rusty appearance,) but no ironstone;
and often a quantity of coal gum, interspersed with pieces of coal,
containing probably from one to six or eight cubical inches. This
coal deposit, we found generally a few inches under the soil, and
probably from two feet and a-half to three feet under the surface,
and uniformly water-worn. We have repeatedly burned the coal,
and found it to burn clearlylike gas coal, and to be remarkably light.}
Beneath this, we sometimes came to a fine sand, naturally white,

* This, as well as the constant agitation of the water by steamers, may in part ac-
count for the small quantity of ice now found on the river. Old people recollect,
when coals and other materials were usually carted across the Clyde on the ice for
many weeks together ; and even so late as 1814, the people on the north side are said
to have walked over to church for four or five Sabbaths in succession. Anything of
the kind occurring now would be accounted very wonderful.

4 Much important information will be found, respecting the improv ts of the
river, in Dr Cleland's Statistical Work, and in the Accountof Glasgow in this work.
Farther improvements arc at present under consideration. An Engineer’s Report
now before me, contains plans for deepering the whole bed of the 1iver to not less
than 20 fect, at high water, during neap-tides, and at an expense of L.377,867, 2s. 9¢d.

1 This coal deposit, which must have been left by the water, is partially spread aver
the whole plain; as we lately found it, on the west of the Cart, at a distance of near-
ly two miles from the other.
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but appearing at first bluish black, from the tinge of the water with
which it is filled. On running a walking stick frequently into the
sand, it became quite dyed, so as to retain the colour, though fre-
quently washed. On opening a pit, there was also a strong smell of
bilge water, or such as is felt on digging within the flow of the tide
down the frith. These pits were dug probably fromn four to six feet
under the surface of the soil. And we may add, that the above
observations may be verified by examining almost every deep ditch
in that neighbourhood. In one place, we found a quantity of small
shells,—cockles, muscles, welks, &c. not more than about twenty
inches under the surface, imbedded in sand, but resting on a mass
of clay. This was about & mile south of the burgh; and about
half a mile farther south, there is a long ridge or bank consisting
chiefly of sand or gravel, and bearing the name of the “ Cockle
Hill” Near the place where the small shells were found, larger
shells, resembling cockles, are also occasionally found at a depth of
ten or twelve feet in unstratified clay ; and they have also been found
in other parts of the parish. The western extremity of the ridge al-
ready described also rises into a small conical hill, and consists,
for a considerable depth, of gravel, bearing strong marks of its hav-
ing been thrown up by cross currents. There are other two simi-
lar knolls or hills in the parish, and of like consistency. One of
_ these, Blawerthill, has been dug to a great depth; and it appears
that, under the gravel, there is a bed of clay exactly correspond-
ing in quality and situation with that around the hill,—thus show-
ing the gravel to be distinct from the surrounding strata, and rest-
ing uponit. We have also before us, stones which were raised by the
dredging-machine out of the bottom of the present channel of the
Clyde, near Scotstown. These are composed of a soft slaty sub-
stance, and are evidently water-worn, being formed into a variety of
circular and other rounded figures, such as might be expected on
some beach of fine sand, under the action of the tide. Yet they
are found deeply imbedded in white mud, and lower than the
wonted channel of the river.* The conclusion to which these
facts naturally lead, is, that the whole of the level tract already de-
scribed must at one time- have been under water, and that the
surrounding heights, still free of alluvial matter, were then the

¢ 117 borings have just been made in the bed of the river, between Glasgow and
Findlayston, a distance of perhaps 10 miles ; and throughout this course nothing has
been found which may not be regarded as alluvial. Along this parish, running mud,

sand, gravel and clay, sometimes mixed with small stones, form the chief materials.
Along a considerable way, the bed of the river consists of white soR mud.
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shores of this inland frith,—the little insular hills having beert
banks and islands. And it forms an interesting corroboration of this,
that the ancient names of several places indicate such a state.
Even the name Renfrew may have originally marked a mere point
of land, generally surrounded with water; and the frequency of the
name * Inch”—island, as applied to inland districts, probably refers
to an earlier period than the mere branching of the Clyde. And
what is still more remarkable, an ancient seat on the border of this
plain is still called ¢ Garscadden”—¢ The Herring Yair,” although
now at a distance of probably a mile and a-half from the Clyde. k
is perhaps farther confirmatory of this, that in charters of the twelfth
- and thirteenth centuries, the herring fishing of the Clyde is spoken
of as important, and as being possessed by the community of Ren-
frew, and other parties farther up the river. That the level of
the tide was also at one time much higher than at present, is de-
monstrated from the appearance of the banks all the way down
the frith, and even on the southern extremity of the island of Ar-
ran. The cause of this important change furnishes a tempting
field of speculation ; on<which it would be injudicious at present to
enter.

Under the alluvial matter thus described, the different strata
seem very much to agree with those in the adjacent districts.
They consist of diluvial clay, and similar materials containing
boulders, chiefly of trap rock, and resting on the coal formation,
common to this whole district of country. About the middle of
the last century, both coal and lime were wrought on the farm of
Porterfield,—about a mile south of the burgh. The working of
these was frequently interrupted; but it continued at intervals
down to about 1814. They were found at a depth of about thirty-
five fathoms, and corresponded in quality with those found at Hur-
let, but wholly different from the above mentioned deposit. The
gentleman who last wrought these, mentions his having found a
fossil fish, of considerable dimensions, imbedded in the limestone
rock, at that depth. It wag sent to Glasgow, and is probably deposit-
ed in some one of the museums. Coal has long been wrought on
the north side of the Clyde, in the lands of Scotstown and Jordan-
hill. 'We have now before us an account of the working of this coal,
drawn up by the manager, and from which we shall furnish an ab-
stract. The Skaterigg and Annisland coal is quite distinct from
the general field already described. It rests on more elevated
strata, is of a different quality, and is disposed in seams of much
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smaller dimensions. It was wrought, till lately, by the Dumbarton
Glass Company, and was used in their works, on account of its
purity, as being free from sulphur and other obnoxious qualities.
There are at present two pits in operation ; one 31 fathoms deep,
and the other 38,—the engine pit being 64. There were origi-
nally three seams of coal;—one 18 inches; another, called the
main seam, 24; and that now wrought, 21. This last seam con-
tains 7 inches of excellent gas coal, each pound yielding 44 cubi-
cal feet of gas, 4 inches of soft coal, and 10 inches of smithy coal.
A dike, running from south-east to north-west, passes through
the engine pit, leaving the seam on the north side 44 fathoms
lower, and which is wholly unwrought. Beneath all of these seams, -
it is believed, there may be found a continuation of the general coal
field already referred to,—the coal wrought being not only diffe-
rent in quality, but also occupying a higher place in the arrange-
ment of the different strata.

Botany.—The whole of this parish being “either cultivated or
laid out in plantations, and possessing, moreover, a limited variety
of soil, its indigenous botany is comparatively scanty. The fol-
lowing are among the less frequently occurring plants. Ophrys
ovata and O. cordata, Serapias latifolia, Campanula rotundifolia
alba, Veronica officinalis alba, Asplenium scolopendrium, A. ruta
muraria, and 4. adiantum nigrum. Some of the more tender
evergreens occasionally suffer, and in exposed places they often
fail ; but wherever there is sufficient shelter, and especially from the
previous growth of trees and shrubs, not deciduous, they grow
freely enough. In the border of Scotstown garden, there is a
very fine Tulip tree and several Acacias, all of which have been
richly covered with flowers.

Roology.— We have now before us, through the kindness of a
friend, a list of nearly seventy species of birds, known to frequent
this parish, about one-half of which are resident throughout the
year. It bas been remarked, that the missel-thrush (Zurdus vis-
civorus,) which was rare in this country perhaps twenty years ago,
is now so abundant as to cause great annoyance, where there is
small fruit. The starling (Sturnus vulgaris) also regularly breeds
here, and remains with us throughout the season. And the kings-
fisher (Alcedo ispida) is occasionally seen. We are persuaded that
the improvement of the country, and especially by forming planta-
tions of evergreens, is rapidly increasing settlers among us from the
south. And although we have not had the same means of being
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informed respecting insects, we have little doubt that a similar
change is going on among them.

The most important fish in our rivers is the salmon. And
as this burgh long possessed an exclusive right to fish along the
whole length of the county, the value of the salmon-fishing, is to
it a matter of importance. To ascertain with as much accuracy
as possible, the effects which the commercial improvements on the
Clyde may have had on the quantity taken, we have had a state-
ment made out of the rents of the fishing for 120 years, ending
with 1834. During that period the rent seems to have made gra-
dual progress. Taking the last sixty years; during which these im-
provements have almost wholly taken place, and dividing them into
three periods of twenty years each, the amount of rent for each pe-
riod will stand thus: From 1774 to 1794, L. 1126, 14s.; from 1794
to 1814, L. 3902, 4s.; and from 1814 to 1834, L.4199, ls.
From this it would seem as if the fishing had actually increased,
whereas we find it to be the uniform testimony of aged men, prac-
tically acquainted with the matter, that the quantity is probably
not more than one-third or even one-fourth of what it once was ;
the increase of the rent being chiefly dependent on the rise of the
price, and partly, perhaps, also on competition among bidders for
the fishing. The embankment of the river keeps the fish in the
current, leaving them no resting-place ; and even this is, during per-
haps fifteen hours of every day, (Sabbaths only partially excepted,)
—frequentlyagitated bysteamers. Theyare also deprived probably
of many beds where they were wont to spawn. But, above all, the
water of the river is now so saturated with poisonous matter, from
Glasgow and other places, as greatly to injure them. During se-
vere drought in summer, we have seen many large fishes floating
dead on the surface of the water.*

IL.—CirviL Hisrtory.

Family of Stewart.—The ancient family of Stewart had their
first residence and special patrimony in this parish. The earliest
ancestor of this family, respecting whom we have properly authen-
ticated information, was Walter, usually denominated Filius Alani.
To him, the burgh and territory of Renfrew, with other estates and
perquisites, were granted by David 1., who ascended the throne in

® It is a curious fact, attested by all fishermen, that the salmon uniformly seeks to
return to the place where it was spawned. As the spawning bed: of the Clyde are
chiefly above Glasgow, it forces its way up the river, and has to encounter all the
hinderances that occur. It were well, therefore, even in an economical point of view,
that every hinderance to the upward progress of the salmon were on Sabbath removed,
and this noble fish allowed the free use of his native river.
3
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1124, and died in 1153, This Walter was, at the same time,
invested with the office of Seneschallus Domus Regis, Steward of
the King’s Household, or Dapifer Regis, the King’s Steward,
which he is sometimes called ; and hence the origin of the name
Stewart. 1t seems to be clearly proven, that this Walter had also
property in Shropshire, and was otherwise connected with that part
of England ; from which it has been inferred that he himself came
from that country. After settling in Renfrew, he founded the
abbey of Paisley, and died in 1177, being succeeded by his son
Alan. He also inherited his father’s office, and flourished in the
reign of William the Lion. He died in 1204, and was succeeded
by Walter, also denominated in charters, Filius Alani. He was made
Seneschallus Scotie, and the office was now rendered hereditary in
the family; in consequence of which, he and his successors were
commonly called « the Stewards.” This term seems to have been
used for some time officially ; but when surnames came to be intro-
duced, it naturally assumed that character. This ¢ Steward” died
in 1246, and was succeeded by Alexander, who, in 1255, was ap-
pointed one of the regents, and in 1268, commanded the Scottish
forces at the famous battle of Largs. He died in 1281, or betwixt
that year and 1283, and was succeeded by James, who took a leading
part in behalf of his country in the troubles which followed. Hedied
in 1309, leaving his son Walter only sixteen years of age. When
twenty-one, he appeared with his vassals at the Torwood, before the
battle of Bannockburn ; and was, with Sir James Douglas, put in
command of a division of the Scottish army. After the battle, he
was knighted by King Robert the Bruce, and the year following
he became son-in-law to the King, by his marriage with Marjory,
the King’s only daughter, on whom the reversion of the crown
had already been settled. In 1816, only a year after marriage, his
wife died, leaving by him a son called Robert. This son succeed-
ed his father in 1326, and in 1371, he succeeded his uncle David
IL under the title of Robert 1. Hence the accession of the
Stewarts to royalty.

Several memorials of the ancient residence of this illustrious
family are still observable in Renfrew. On a rising ground be-
tween the cross and the ferry, is the site of the ancient castle,
the common residence of the ¢ Stewarts.” A charter granted by
¢ James the Stewart,” and grandfather to King Robert II. is dated
‘“apud manerium nostrum de Renfrew.” Crawford also mentions
that he had seen a lease of the castle of Renfrew, with the orchards
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and meadows therewith connected, granted in favour of Lord Lyll
and his heirs, and bearing date 1468. After this, the Hawkhead
family became Heritable Constables. Within the recollection of
many living, there was a deep fosse partially round the site, built
with stone on the inner side, and having a small rivulet passing
through it ; but no part of the castle is recollected. Immediately
adjoining and stretching away from the burgh, there had been an ex-
tensive orchard, and part of the fruit trees are remembered ; and
farther on, was “ the King’s Meadow.” Itisstill called by the same
name; the landsformerlyan orchard, are still called ¢ the orchard ;”
the site of the castle is still ¢ Castle hill ;” and part of the ancient
foundations were lately dug up, when several rings and a key were
found. A small street immediately adjoining is still called the
¢ Dog Row,” meaning the place where the ancient kennel was.
And a chimney-piece, of unusual length and remarkably low, is
still found in a cottage opposite the end of this row, which tradition
alleges to have belonged to an establishment for boiling dogs’ meat.
Glose by Renfrew are the domains of Eldersly, formerly an island,
and bearing the name of * the King’s Inch.”  On this island, and
only a short way in front of the present mansion-house, stood
another castle, formerly possessed by the Stewarts, and afterwards
by the House of Hawkhead. In a charter granted by Walter ¢ the
first Steward,” the following expression occurs,—* cum illa maisura
super rupem, ubi aula mea erat fundata;” and in a confirmatory
charter, granted by his son Alan, ¢ the second Steward,” the same
clause is thus repeated, ¢ cum illa maisura super rupem ubi aula
patris mei, erat fundata.” It is a remarkable circumstance, that
thereis not a spot in this parish, where rock is visible, except where
the ancient castle of the Inch stood. Here there was a mass of
whin rock, which was removed on the erection of the present man-
sion of Eldersly. And as it is clear, from the terms of these char-
ters, that the ¢ Aula” referred to, was about Renfrew, we are dis-
posed to believe, that the first residence of ¢ the Stewards” was on
¢ the Inch.” The castle and domains of the Inch afterwards pas-
sed into the hands of the Hawkhead family, and the ruins of the
last castle were taken down preparatory to the erection of Eldersly
House. At that time they consisted of three stories, but were built
in a castellated form. A sketch of the ruins was taken, not long
before their removal, and was possessed by the present provost of
the burgh ; but it became amissing, and has not yet been found.

Two points of the above narrative of the house of Stewart may
4
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be illustrated from other memorials, now on the verge of oblivion.
Nearly sixty years ago, two monuments connected with the history
of that family stood on the Knock hill, an elevated ridge of land
about half way between Renfrew and Paisley, and described in the
former section. A highly respectable farmer, who was born and
brought up on the Knock, and who was accustomed to see these
from his infancy, guided the writer to their sites, which are now
wholly obliterated.  The following description may therefore be
of use to after generations. Proceeding first to the highest point
of the road between Renfrew and Paisley, and as it crosses the
Cockle hill, we find a gate on the west side. Ninety-six yards from
this gate, in a straight line towards the north corner of the Knock
farm-house, there was, at the period referred to, a circular mound
of earth, about twenty yards in diameter, and surrounded by a moat
five yards broad, the mound having been apparently raised by the
earth taken out of the moat. This mound was commonly known
by the name of the Kempe Knowe. The tradition is, that there
was at one time a wager between the Scottish and English sove-
reigns ; the latter having challenged Scotland to furnish a man
able to fight a noted champion attendant on the English court ;
and the former having accepted the challenge. The King of Scot-
land being much perplexed to find a man competent to the task,
offered ¢ The Inch” as a reward to any who should successfully
encounter the Englishman. At last Sir John Ross of Hawkhead
offered his services, and arrangements were made on the Knock
hill for the fight. The moat was filled with water, a large fire was
kindled on the mound, and the parties were expected to grant no
terms. To escape was to meet death by drowning; and to be
vanquished was to perish,—if not otherwise, byfire. The English-
man was of large stature and renowned prowess, while Ross was
only a private gentleman, and of small stature, but of great agility
and muscular strength. Having equipped himself with a dress of
skin, the smooth side out, and rendered farther slippery with grease
or oil, he appeared on the ground with his more bulky antagonist.
After many unavailing attempts to lay hold of Ross, the English-
man held out his own hands, inviting his antagonist to grasp them,
and no doubt trusting to his own superior strength against any ad-
vantage which might thus be given. The invitation was * palm
my arm.”. This, it seems, was the hold Ross most coveted. He
seized the Englishman by the wrists, and, by a sudden jerk, wrench-
ed his shoulders out of their sockets, and made easy work of him.
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He now claimed his reward, and the King, desirous of retaining the
castle and lands of Inch, offered for this inch a span of land any-
where else. Ross, thanking the King, expressed his satisfaction
with the Inch for present services, and the happiness it would give
him to have the honour of serving his Majesty for the span at some
other time. Hence, as is alleged, the origin of the rights of the
Hawkhead family to the ancient castle and lands of the Inch. From
this time, adds tradition, Ross went commonly by the name of
¢ Palm-my-arm.” Figures of this same knight and his lady, Mar-
jory Mure, lay long under an arch in the church of Renfrew, hav-
ing over them on the circle of the arch the following inscription :
¢ hic jacet joh&s: ros miles quodem: dominus de hawkehede et
marjoria uxor sua; orate pro meis, qui obiit.” The statues have
been removed within the aisle, but the inscription may still be read
in the church. This monument is evidently very old, but proba-
bly somewhat posterior in date to the age of the persons repre-
sented. When speaking of this monument, however, the old in-
habitants give it no other name than ¢ Palm-my-arm ;” while in
relating the anecdote they call Ross Josias, being probably led
into a mistake by the contraction of the name.

Proceeding from the centre of the circle on the Knock farm, as
already described, and towards a point about two yards and a half
south of the byre door, and at the distance of 134 yards, we come
to the site of another monument.  Sixty years ago an octagonal
column, of about ten feet in height, and inserted in a pedestal of
perhaps six feet in diameter stood here. * It was without any in-
scription, but went commonly by the name of “ Queen Blearie’s
Stane.” Tradition describes the person meant, to be Marjory
Bruce, daughter of King Robert 1., mother of King Robert IL,
and wife of Walter the Steward. It farther accounts for the mo-
nument, by alleging that she had been hunting, and fell from her
horse at this particular spot,—that she was at the time far advanced
in pregnancy,—that the child was separated from her by a surgical
operation, but at the expense of the mother’s life. A similar account
will be found in ¢ Hamilton’s Description of the Shires of Lanark

_and Renfrew,” and also in two old histories reprinted with it. And

® To render the exact position of this ancient monument more certain, let the ob-
server look from the point assumed, directly towards Cochney House in Kilpatrick,
and his line of vision will, if his position be correct, pass a few yards west of Inchinan
bridge, and directly over the adjoining drawbridge. The monument which stood
here at the period referred to, was removed in 1781 or 1782, as near as can be recol-
lected. The shaft was made the lintel of a barn door, but the farm-steading having
been since rebuilt, it has disappeared.
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farther proofs and illustrations of both this and the former monu-
ment will be found in the same work by its ingenious and learned
editor. With the historical controversy raised on this last tradi-
tion, we cannot farther intermeddle than to add our name to the list
of those who sustain the tradition, supported as it is with historical
facts; and simply to add, that we examined the spot, accompanied by
our fore-mentioned guide,—that the ground rises immediately be-
hind this into a dry, hard, gravelly knoll, while the place where
she is said to have fallen is soft and marshy; and was so to a much
greater extent in the recollection of our informant. ¢ He had
often,” he said, * seen the cattle lair* in it.” And he added,
that the common belief of those whom he had heard in early life re-
peat the tradition, was that her horse must have been coming over
the kuoll, and got into this marsh before she was aware ; and the
appearance of the grounds still comports with this explanation.

Religious Houses.—One of the objects which first engaged the
attention of the Stewards after their settlement, was the establish-
ment of religious houses in this quarter. Walter, the first Steward,
seems to have established a monastery of the Cluniac order of Bene-
dictine monks first 'at Renfrew. In a confirmatory charter of Mal-
colm IV, a previous grant by Walter the first Steward is thus de-
scribed: ¢ Sciunt tam posteri quam presentes me concessisse, et hac
mea carta confirmasse, Deo et ecclesie Sanct Mariz et Sancti Ja-
cobi, de insula juzta oppidum Reinfrew, et priori ejusdem loci, et mo-
nachis ibidem.” And in a charter granted afterwards in favour of the
abbey of Paisley, the following clause occurs : ¢ et molendinum de
Renfru, et terram ubi monachi prius habitaverunt.” From this and
other evidence, it would appear, that what afterwards became the ab-
- bey of Paisley was first a religious house at Renfrew ; and that, dur-
ing the lifetime of the founder, it was chiefly removed to Paisley. As
to the place it occupied here, we are disposed to differ from some in
thinking that it was on the Inch. We believe it to have been rather
on the south banks of that channel of the Clyde which passed un-
der Renfrew, and therefore not far from the street opposite Mill-
Burn House. And hence the adjoining lands were afterwards
chaplainries,—the chaplainries of St Mary and St Thomas,—
which names they still bear. And lands immediately adjoining
these are still called Monk Dyke, &c. We may add, that a great
number of altarages were afterwards erected, such as that of St
Mary or our Lady, St Christopher, St Ninian, St Andrew, St
Thomas, St Bartholomew, and the Holy Cross.

® ¢ Lair, stick in the mire.”Jam. Et. Dict.
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Burgh.—This burgh was first regal, as possessed by the ancient
Kings of Scotland.  On its passing into the hands of the Stewarts,
it became a burgh of barony. But Robert IIL, to whom it belong-
ed as part of his patrimonial inheritance, granted a charter to the
¢ burgesses and community,” making over his right, and consti-
tuting it a royal burgh.  This charter was granted in 1396, and
contains a full grant of the burgh itself, of the fishing on the river,
of the customs levied within the burgh and throughout the barony,
and of whatever other privileges might be enjoyed by any other
burgh in Scotland ; the reddendum being eight merks and payment
of a hundred shillings to support a chaplain in the parish church.
Two confirmatory charters were granted in the reign of James VL
The former of these bears date 1575, and conveys an additional
grant of all the religious houses and altarages, &c. connected with
the burgh. This latter is dated in 1614, and ratifies the two for-
mer, explaining, if not making, additional grants, especially in con-
nection with privileges belonging to the burgh as the principal port
on the Clyde. These are numerous, and particularly secured.
After enumerating a long list of properties and privileges vested in
the burgh, the following statement is set forth as containing the spe-
cial ends to be served by these: - Pro meliore sustentatione pau-
perum et schole grammatice in dicto burgo, pro educatione adolescen-
tium ejusdem in virtute et literis prout Preeposito et Ballivis dicti
burgi expediens videretur :” i. e. for the better maintenance of the
poor, and of a grammar-school in the said burgh, for the education
of the young in virtue and learning ; and under the direction of the
provost and bailies.  In an after part of the same charter, certain
ecclesiastical property is also specially set apart for the mainte-
nance of a gramniar school. In 1703 another confirmatory char-
ter was granted by Queen Anne, ratifying those which preceded,
both generally and specially ; and it may be added, that she also
speaks of herself as coming in the room of the ancient Stewarts,
from whom, moreover, the Royal family still derive one of their
titles,—Baron of Renfrew. The arms of the burgh consist of a ves-
sel constructed after an ancient and simple form, having a figure of
‘the sun over the prow, and of the moon over the stern, with two
crosses, one fore and another aft. Two escutcheons are hung from
the yard, one bearing a lion rampant, and the other the arms of the
Stewarts,—Or, a fess checquie, azure and argent. In the colours
flying at the mast-head is a St Andrew’s cross. And the whole is
surmounted with the motto ¢ Deus gubernat navem.”
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The limits of the royalty are extensive, probably comprehending
the whole of the burgh’s ancient domains, and being confined to
these;—for Castle Hill, and Orchard lands, &c. anciently belonging
to the baronial residence, are legally without the burgh, though
forming part of the town; while other lands more than a mile dis-
tant are included. The Parliamentary boundaries are, on the
other hand, drawn closely round the part built upon, without any
reference to ancient limits. They are also on one side incorrectly
described,—the term ¢ Puddough burn” being mistaken for Mill
burn. The affairs of the burgh are managed by a provost, two
bailies, and sixteen councillors; and the annual rental of burgh
property amounts to about L. 1500, the interest of debts being
upwards of L. 100. Weekly courts are held by the magistrates
for the administrationof justice. The quarter sessions are still held
here, as are several other county meetings, especially that for elect-
ing the county member,—the Sheriff and most other courts being
held in Paisley. Previous to the Reform Act, this burgh, along
with Glasgow, Rutherglen, and Dumbarton, returned a member
to Parliament ; but since the passing of that act Renfrew is con-
nected with Kilmarnock, Rutherglen, Dumbarton, and Port-Glas-
gow, the number of voters in this burgh being about 80.

Antiquities.— The additional antiquities of this parish are neither
numerous nor perhaps important. Historians speak of a great battle
having been fought at Renfrew, in 1164, between Sumerled, Lord
of the Isles, and the inhabitants of this country; but we are not
aware of any existing memorial to mark the spot. We have also
seen the record of a tradition, assigning to the ¢ Knock” hill in
this parish the origin of the surname Knox. And it is at least re-
markable, that, in a charter dated 1508, and quoted by Crawford,
the proprietor of “ Knock” isstyled ¢ Uchter Knock.” It is far-
ther noticeable, that Knock and Ranfurly were at that time posses-
sed by the same family : thus connecting the alleged descent of the
Reformer with the Knock as well as Ranfurly. In 1778, two urns,
containing human ashes, were dug up on the summit of the Knock
hill. They were believed to be Roman,—this point being little more
than a mile from the place where the Romans had a station, near
Paisley. In connection with the same hill, it may be added, that,
on the side nearest Renfrew, the lower edge of the hill is to this
day called the ¢ Butts,” most probably as marking a place of ex-
ercise for the practice of archery; and thus confirming some of the

preceding remarks respecting the early state of the burgh. With-
RENFREW.
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in the domains of Renfield, now usually called Blythswood, and
not far from Inchinan bridge, is the ¢ Argyle stone.” The un-
fortunate Earl of Argyle, who made his descent on Scotland in
1685, had his troops scattered in Dumbartonshire, crossed the
Clyde, and was pursuing his way towards Renfrew in disguise,
when, after fording the Gryfe, a little way beneath the present
Inchinan bridge, he was attacked by some militiamen, wounded,
and taken prisoner. The Argyle stone was that on which he fell
or probably leant, on being wounded, and which was thus, as
tradition says, stained with his blood. It is alarge block of sand-
stone, weighing probably a couple of tons, and having perhaps some
red veins in it, which caused many so long to believe that it re-
tained the stain of the Earl’s blood. It is now enclosed and se-
cured against damage by the proprietor ; while it is judiciously al-
lowed to mark the spot where the capture took place.

Parochial Registers.— The parochial registers of this parish are
in all four,—the minutes of session, the registers of marriages and
of births and baptisms, and the sessional cash-book. The minutes
of session begin with an account of registers and other documents,
belonging to the session, which appear to have been lost during the
time of the latter persecution ; or at least not to have been deliver-
ed to the session at the Revolution settlement. This brief narra-
tive also details some interesting particulars, respecting Mr Simp-
son, the outed minister, and his congregation, between the Restora-
tion and Revolution.* From 1690 to 1696, the minutes are com-
plete ; but are wanting from the latter date on to 1731. From
this, they are regularly kept down to the present time. They extend
in all to five volumes. The registers of births, baptisms, and mar-
riages are kept in the same book, though in separate columns or
pages. They begin with memoranda from 1673, but form a re-
gular record from 1692 downwards, and are contained in four vo-
lumes. Thecash transactions of the session are recorded from 1732.

Land-owners.— The principal heritors in the parish are, the In-
corporation of the burgh; Alexander Speirs, Esq. of Eldersly; Lord
Douglas; W. M. Alexander, Esq. and others, proprietors of Walk-

® Mr Patrick Simpson seems to have been an able, acceptable, and faithful minis-
ter. He was outed in 1662, but continued to meet his people when allowed, down
to 1690, and was then restored. On attaining the fiflieth year of his ministry, com-
maunion cups were presented tohim as a token of respect, and they are still used in the
parish church. I have not yet been able to ascertain whether Professor Simpson, so
well known in .the hist.oxiy of the church, as charged with heretical sentiments, was
the son of Patrick ; but I find that the Professor held a farm in this parish, and that

Patrick mentions his son’s having written certain documents for him, as if ke lived
near to him.
4
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ingshaw; Miss Oswald of Scotstown ; James Smith, Esq. of Jor-
danhill; and Archibald Campbell, Esq. of Blythswood. Five
handsome mansions are on as many of the estates. Eldersly House
is spacious, and surrounded by one of the noblest parks in this part
of the country. Blythswood and Scotstown Houses have been more
lately built, and are very handsome. Blythswood House and
grounds especially, arein the best taste, and kept in a state of high
order. Jordanhill House is on an elevated site, and commands a
very extensive view of the whole country. The Walkingshaw
House has not been regularly inhabited for some time, and has
gone much into disrepair. There are few other remarkable build-
ings in the parish. The Incorporation buildings, containing the
jail, town-hall, and council-chambers, are convenient, but plain ;
and the church is old, low, and uncomfortable, as well as small.
II1.—PoruLaTION.

The rural inhabitants of this parish have doubtless partaken of
the changes generally affecting the country; but we are not aware of
any thing special in their case. Their farms are generally larger
than they once were, and they are better cultivated. Their cattle
are superior to what they were, and both the farmers and the ser-
vants perhaps work more. But the relation between master and
servant has, in many cases, been allowed greatly to alter, and the
alteration has tended not a little to lessen the respectability, and
deteriorate the moral habits of the latter. Partaking of the spirit
of the age, many regard their masters as having a claim merely on
their labour, and thus repudiate all moral restraint ; while, on the
other hand, masters too often care for little more. And hence the
frequency of changeand want of cordiality betweenthe parties. The
circumstances of the inhabitants of the burgh have been altered still
more. A considerable proportion of the inhabitants seem ancient-
ly to have possessed houses and pieces of land, by which they par-
tially supported themselves and families. The salmon-fishing also
was at one time let only to burgesses, and the rent would, on this
very account, be moderate. Many of the young men went also to
sea, and became afterwards concerned with trade. From these
different sources of income, they seem to have been on the whole
comfortable, and holding, as a community, a somewhat respectable
situation in society. But trade and manufactures, which have so
enriched several places in the neighbourhood, appear to have had
the effect of impoverishing Renfrew. Business in Glasgow and ’
Paisley withdrew many of those who had a little property, and
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thus, as well as by sales, much of what formerly belonged to inha~
bitants of the place, has now passed into the hands of strangers. The
nearness of the burgh to these large towns, rendered it at the same
time convenient for muslin weavers. They therefore took the place
of those who departed. Barns and other offices, formerly append-
ed to the dwellings of substantial burgesses, became loom-shops. In-
stead of a butt and a benn, a single apartment was now all that could
in general be afforded as a dwelling-house.  And instead of living
on the produce of lands, of fishings, and of trade, the greater num-
ber of families are dependent solely on the fruits of their daily la-
bour ; which, in consequence of the long depression of this branch
of trade, are scanty enough. The usual effects have followed, both
morally and economically.

The average number of births in the parish for the last seven
years may be about 75 annually, of marriages 23, and of deaths 65.
The number of persons at present under fifteen years of age is,
as near as I can ascertain, 1047.

There are only four families usually resident, possessed of con-
siderable landed property; and not more than perhaps one other
has lands to the amount of L. 50 annually. There is not at pre-
sent any insane person in the parish, but five or six are in a fatuous
state. 'There is only one person blind, and none either wholly

deaf or dumb.*

The number of families in the parish is - - - 535
chiefly employed in agriculture - - - 117
in trade, manufuctures or bandicrak, 366

IV.—INDusTRY.

Agriculture. — There are 3776 acres English measure in the
parish. Nearly the whole is in a state of cultivation. We have
not the means of ascertaining with precision the amount of lands
enclosed around gentlemen’s houses and under plantations. The
latter, however, are chiefly around parks and lawns, and consist of
beech, ash, elm lime, oak, larch, spruce, birch, horse-chestnut, &c.
with a variety of shrubs and evergreens, such as the bay laurel,
Portugal laurel, lauristinus, &c. all of which thrive, when properly
sheltered. There is no undivided common in the parish, but there

¢ When reseating the church in 1821, a large quantity of earth was dug out of
the floor, and with it many bones; some of which were unusually large. To prove
this, thigh bones were laid alongside the thigh of living men about six feet high, and the
mere bones were said toexceed inlength the living limb with all its integuments. One
of the largest hats which could be found, was also too small to draw over some of the
crania. @ state these facts as reported by credible witnesses, but without venturing
to infer any thing as to the general size of the ancient inhabitants.
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cannot be fewer than 100 acres in small properties around the
burgh. Upwards of seventy acres are on the south side, and di-
vided into twenty-two separate properties; the marches being de-
pendent on the turning of the furrow, year after year. This mode
of cultivation is no doubt unfavourable to the amount of produce
and agricultural improvement; but is, on the other hand, highly
favourable to habits of industry, economy, and morality. Fami-
lies possessing even single acres of land have, in consequence, a
certain standing in society, which they naturally seek to maintain.
They have labour to occupy their spare hours, and virtuous cares
giving a direction to their thoughts. Hence they generally suc-
ceed in laying up some little stock beyond their daily earnings.

Rent of Land.— The average rent over the whole parish is pro-
bably from L. 2, 10s. to L. 2, 15s. per acre. On several estates, the
principle of a grain rent hasbeen adopted ; the price of agiven quan-
tity of wheat being usually the rent per acre; and this principle seems
to be approved of by the farmers. To a disinterested observer it
seems preferable for both parties. For, as the farmer cannot long
pay an old rent with falling markets, the proprietor must, in these
circumstances, suffer loss, be the conditions what they may; and
yet he can have no claim for an advance of money rents, however
much the markets may improve ; while with a grain rent he has
the chance of profit as well as the risk of loss ; and farming itself
is thus rid of half its cares. At the same time, it would doubtless
be an improvement to include more than one staple commodity.
If, in such a district as this, the price of a boll of wheat, a boll of
oats, and a stone of butter, were substituted for their value in
money, the farmer would be but little dependent on the fluctuations
of the market. The rent for grazing in this parish is not usual-
ly paid per head, but either per acre, or so much for an entire field ;
the grass being chiefly around gentlemen’s seats ; and may be esti-
mated at an average of L. 3, 10s. or L. 4 per acre.*

Rates of Wages.—The wages of steady and able labourers are
from 10s. to 12s. per week. Men servants are hired for from L.7
to L. 11 in the half-year, with bed and board; and females for
L. 3 and upwards to L. 5, and L. 5,10s. The common wages for
journeymen masons are from 18s. to 20s. per week; for wrights
from 15s. to 18s. ; and for smiths about 18s. N

® A large herd of cows feed on an extensive meadow, belonging to the corporation,
at so much per head; but the rate is beneath the actual value, and may vary from
time to time: and besides, the privilege is confined to burgesses.
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Live Stock.— The common breed of dairy cows in this parish is
the Ayrshire,—only theyare considerably heavier than in most parts
of Ayrshire. And to prevent their becoming too heavy, they are
very commonly allowed to go into calf during the second year.
The sheep and bullocks are for the most part from the west High-
lands, but various, as being often the property of Glasgow butchers,
and consisting of such as are brought into their market. And
working horses arc, in consequence of our vicinity to the large
towns, also various; but they are geuerally of the Clydesdale breed,
or some of its crosses.

Husbandry.—One of the chief improvements in agriculture, now
occupying attention, is furrow-draining; which, from the want of
stones, is executed chiefly with tiles. In heavy and rather wet
lands, it costs about six guineas per acre, and has been found
to pay the entire outlay in two crops. It is accordingly going for-
ward, in nearly all the farms in this parish. The most common way of
meeting the expense is for the proprietor to pay the outlay, and
the farmer to pay a per centage, during his lease. The most com-
mon manure, in addition to stable and byre dung, is ¢ Soapers’
waste,” which is largely used in the light soils. It costs 5s. per
ton in Paisley, and from 7s. to 7s. 6d. when laid on a great
part of the land. It is valued, particularly on account of its
giving adhesion to loose soils. This special end might perhaps
be more cheaply served by pulverized clay. Large masses of
very adhesive clay exist in the centre of our light soils. Suppose
it to be raised towards the end of summer, dried and pounded if
necessary, with mallets, and laid on stubble or old pasture about
to be broken up, at the rate of 30 or 40 carts an acre,—it would
during winter amalgamate with the lighter soils, and give them
next season increased adhesiveness at comparatively small expense.
Let the same be repeated at the end of each rotation, for five or
six times, and the effect would probably be permanently to improve
the general character of the soil. The implements of husbandry
are the same here as in the neighbouring parishes; in some of
which they will probably be described. Comparing our farm stead~
ings with those in other parts of the country, they hold a middle
place. They are decidedly inferior to those in the Lothians and
other districts, where the farms are very large; but are at least
equal to those in the neighbouring parishes, and throughout this
district. Some of the farms here extend to perhaps about
200 acres, all arable; and some do not exceed 40 or 50; but
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they generally run from 60 up to 100. Several farms around
the burgh are made up of separate fields, possessed or taken
from different proprietors; the farmers having their establish-
ments within the burgh. The leases of large farms are commonly
nineteen years, but in this there is considerable variety, especial-
ly in farms made up as those last referred to. The common
rotation is, first, some kind of green crop, then wheat, then hay
and clover, then oats, perhaps, and the same rotation over; or
the second crop;of hay is pastured upon, and the land is allowed
to rest.

Manufactures.—The manufactures in this parish are various,
though not extensive. The first and most important is the mus-
lin weaving. Conunected with this branch, there are 257 looms,
of which 176 are called harnessed looms. Each of the whole oc-
cupies one man,—except a few, which are wrought by women; and
every two occupy one woman winding yarn. But in addition to
these, every harnessed loom requires the assistance of a boy or
girl, from seven or eight years of age, up to probably fourteen or
fifteen. There are thus, 257 weavers, 176 children drawing, and
at least 128 women winding,—making in all 561. Weavers’ wages
vary not only with changes in trade, but also according to the dif-
ferent branches of work in which they are employed. But taking
an average of the whole, their earnings are believed not to exceed
perhaps 8s. or 10s. per week ; all deductions being made. The
children employed in drawing earn from 1s. 6d to 2s. 6d. per
week, and winders do not probably realize more than 2s. Be-
sides those who are thus immediately connected with the weav-
ing, a considerable number of females are employed with clip-
ping, tambouring, and flowering. They bring their webs from
Glasgow and Paisley, and work in their own houses ; their earnings
being probably very much in the proportion of those already de-
scribed. Though these different employments are generally free
from any thing noxious to health, they are all sedentary and long-
continued, usually from six o’clock in the morning till ten o’clock at
night. The practice of employing children at drawing is, on various
accounts, objectionable. Parents are induced to send their children
to this employment generally about seven or eight years of age, thus
arresting their progress in education, when they have but well
begun. They endeavour afterwards to pick up a little at evening
classes, but their hours of labour are too extended to admit of this
without oppression : their having been employed in this line from



24 RENFREWSHIRE.

childhood, virtually shuts up the boys to the single occupation of
weaving, in after life. They pass with ease and at little expense,
from the employment of drawing to that of weaving. The trade
is thus kept overstocked with hands, and wages continue, on this
as well as on other accounts, depressed, so that the very poverty
of the weaver perpetuates some of the causes of his distress. But
the employment of children in drawing is morally objectionable.
Listening, as they do, to all that is said, often by the irreligious
and profane, and placed as they are under the aythority of these
very masters, it is not wonderful that their own language and after
conduct should, in many cases, be tainted with what is unbecom-
ing. We recollect being told by a gentleman holding a high and
responsible situation in one of the large manufacturing towns, that
he had himself been a draw-boy ; and that he now almost shudder-
ed to look back on what he recollected of his situation.

Next to the weaving and its kindred branches is the bleaching.

. There is only one bleachfield in the parish, which is in the burgh,
and employs 12 men and 90 women and girls. The men earn
from 9s. to 16s. per week, the women and girls from 3s. to 7s.
Their employment, however, is not constant, and they bave to
work in apartments too much heated to be very healthy. It may
be proper here to mention a very laudable and advantageous prac-
tice common among females, usually employed with manufac-
tures during the greater part of the year: in summer and au-
tumn, a considerable number lay aside their needles and other im-
plements of manufactures, and hire themselves to the farmers in
the neighbourhood, at potato planting, hay-making, hoeing and
weeding, and latterly at reaping, digging potatoes and raising tur-
nips. This change of employment is beneficial to health, profi-
table to the labourers, and convenient to the farmers ; and ought
farther to be encouraged, as productive of intercourse and kindly
feelings between different classes of the community.

There is a manufactory of starch in the burgh; but it employs
only two or three men. The starch itself is chiefly used in the
bleachfields.

A tile-work was set agoing two or three years ago, about a mile
south of the burgh. The tiles made are for draining land, and
are of various sizes, according to the kind of drain they are to oc-
cupy. They consist of soles and covers; the former being flat,
like flooring tile, and the latter formed archwise, the rounded
side being kept up. This work employs about half a dozen men,
and nearly the same number of children.
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The Trust on the river Clyde have their chief establishment
in this parish. They occupy about 15 men ashore. These are
employed as smiths, hammermen, carpenters, wrights, and sawyers,
earning from 12s. to L. 1 per week. During summer they occupy
about 36 men aboard of their vessels. These are partly engineers
and others in special trust ; but chiefly labourers or puntmen, who
earn 15s. per week. There are also, perhaps, 80 men employed
ashore, in connection with the punts and dredging-machines; but
these move from place to place along the river. A considerable pro-
portion of the whole, and especially of the two former classes, live
within this parish.

Near the river Trust establishment there is, and has long been,
a distillery, manufacturing whisky from malt, made partly from bar-
ley, and partly from bear or bigg, dried with peat. The annual
produce of this distillery may be estimated at 140,000 gallons.
About 22 men are constantly employed here, receiving from 12s.
to 16s. per week of wages. Connected with the distillery, there is
a large dairy, consisting of about 100 milch cows. During winter
they are fed on turnips, draff, &c.; and in summer they are pas-
tured. The produce is chiefly sent to Glasgow. This employs five
men, three dairy maids, and four milkers.

The coal-works before described employ between 30 and 40 men
and boys under ground, and several on the hill ; and a considerable
number of men and horses find work in carrying the coal. A col-
liér’s wages probably average from 15s. to 18s. per week, when he is
regularly employed ; but there are many interruptions and particular
expenses to which he is incident; and the employment itself is
neither agreeable nor healthy. Speaking of the colliers in this pa-
rish, it is proper to mention, that they are, with a few exceptions,
not inattentive to divine ordinances, and decent in moral conduet ;
and that one of them is a worthy and estimable member of the
kirk-session.

Navigation.— This burgh once occupied a much more import-
ant place in respect of navigation than it does at present. In the
charter of 1644, it is described as the principal sea-port on the
river: and it continued to have a little trade within the recollection
of some now living. At present, there are no vessels belonging to
Renfrew, except such as carry coals, manure, &c. on the river,
A considerable number of vessels, however, load and unload at the
harbour. Those discharging are chiefly laden with grain from Ire-
land, and dye-stuffs, &c. for Paisley. Potatoes also, and fish, &c. are
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sometimes brought from the Highlands. At other times potatoes,
&ec. are shipped here. A commodious quay was built last year, at
an expense of about L. 800, and the harbour is still susceptible
of important improvements. As the quay runs chiefly along the
canal, it might, at comparatively small expense, have also the ad-
vantage of a wet dock. Let the canal be widened and the quay
extended, and a flood-gate thrown across the mouth of the for-
mer, and vessels might be discharged without the agitation of even
a steamer’s surge. And from the width and openness of the river
below this, sailing vessels would be generally able to come up with-
out the aid of any dragger.
V.—ParocHiaL Economy.

Trade and Means of Communication.—Renfrew, though a coun-
ty town, has no regular market, except fairs, which are chiefly for
cattle ; the principal market-towns in the neighbourhood being
Glasgow and Paisley. The former of these is little more than four
miles from the nearest extremity of the parish, and the latter
scarcely a mile and a-half. The means of communication with other
parts of the country are very abundant. As the Clyde passes through
the parish, we have the advantage of nearly all the steamers to and
from Glasgow. During five days of the week, we have a daily
coach to Glasgow; and during summer, another goes to Paisley
six or seven times a-day. In addition to these, we have three car-
riers to (Glasgow, and two foot-runners to Paisley. Those who live
on the north side of the river have not so many opportunities, yet
they also have considerable means of intercourse. Our post-office
is a sub-office to Paisley,’and we have two arrivals from Paisley,
and one by the Dumbarton post, on the north side of the river. Few
parishes are so much intersected with roads and rivers. Two public
roads run parallel to each other on the two sides of the Clyde,—the
one, the old Glasgow and Greenock road, and the other, the Glas-
gow and Dumbarton road. The former runs about a mile and a-half
in the parish, and the other about two and a-half. These are chiefly
from east to west. Another public road runs from Paisley north-
wards, crossing the former of these in Renfrew, proceeding to the
ferry, and thence to the Dumbarton road; extending to about
two miles within the parish. Another proceeds north and north-
east from the Dumbarton road to the north-west extremity of the
parish, and extending perhaps to about a mile and a-half. A fifth,
of about the same extent, runs from Inchinan Bridge southwards
towards Paisley; and a sixth crosses the south-west extremity,
running about half a-mile within the parish. A railway has also
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been commenced between the Clyde near Renfrew Ferry and the
town of Paisley. The only considerable bridges connected with
the parish are two,—the Barnsford Bridge, which is thrown
across the Gryfe and Black Cart, immediately after their junction,
and the Inchinan Bridge, which is thrown across this united stream
and the White Cart, immediately above their confluence. This last
consists properly of two bridges united ; the one spanning the White
Cart, and the other the Gryfe, but both resting on the point of land
which separates these two rivers. A timber drawbridge crosses the
canal before noticed, as running alongside the White Cart.

Ecclesiastical State.—From the irregular form of the parish, no
place would be in all respects convenient to the whole population,
and the present site of the church is in the circumstances as suit-
able as any that could be selected. The greatest distance which
parishioners have to come to church is about three miles,—but
with the inconvenience of having a river to cross; and it ought
to be mentioned, that the town-council allow an abatement of rent,
so as to permit the labouring classes on the north side to cross
the ferry, on the Lord’s day, gratis. It does not indeed appear,
that it was ever the practice to charge parishioners any fare on
Sabbath for coming to church, beyond what is levied on the farms
in produce. The great bulk of the population, however, are in and
around the burgb, to whom, therefore, the situation of the church
is all they could wish. ~The present church was at least repaired,
and had an aisle added in 1726 ; but whether it was then wholly
rebuilt, we have not been able distinctly to ascertain. It has under-
gone various alterations, and in 1821 was wholly reseated. Inorder
to gain a greater elevation of ceiling, a large quantity of earth was
at the same time removed out of the floor, whichisnowabout two feet
under the level of the soil around the church. On this and on other
accounts it is damp and uncomfortable. It contains about 760
sittings, — a number under the legal provision for the parish-
ioners, and greatly short of the amount actually required. To
meet this, as well as otherwise to promote the spiritual improve-
ment of the parish, a separate service has been for several years
conducted at eight o’clock every Sabbath morning.

The manse was built in 1790 ; but was repaired and the offices
rebuilt in 1831. The glebe is wholly separate from the manse,
and is divided into two portions, the larger being at a considerable
distance. The wholeamountstoupwards of twenty-one Scotchacres:
but the greater part consists of inferior land, which was obtained
by excambion, for the legal amount of rich land near the burgh.
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Now that it has been fenced, drained, and improved, the whole
is probably worth about L.50 a-year. The stipend is 18 chal-
ders, half meal and half barley.

The former ministers of this parish whose names we have as-
certained, were the following :— Mr Andrew Hay, inducted in 1576;
Mr John Hay, in 1602. Mr John Hay appears to have been suc-
ceeded by a son of the same name, who is described as Parson of
Reufrew, in 1632. The Hays possessed property in the parish,
and were Episcopalians. Mr John Hay Jun., appears to have been
removed from his charge, and was succeeded in 1650, by Mr John
Maule, who was a Presbyterian. And he was succeeded by Mr
Patrick Simpson in 1653, who was outed in 1662, when Mr John
Hay was readmitted. He was succeeded by Mr Francis Ross ;
and he again by Mr Robert Douglas, the dates of the admission
of the two latter being unknown. These two latter, as well as
Mr Hay, were probably Episcopalians, and made but little im-
pression on the parish; for after the indulgence, Mr Simpson,
the outed minister, and his people met, in what he calls a ¢ meet-
ing-house,” and carried on the discipline of the parish, much in
the same way as before. In 1690 Mr Simpson was readmitted,
and died in 1715. In 1716, Mr Neil Campbell was translated
from Roseneath, and in 1728, was again translated to be Princi-
pal of the University of Glasgow. Mr M‘Diarmid of Ayr was
now presented by the Crown, but rejected by a majority of quali-
fied parishioners.. This case went the round of the church courts,
and at last, after a vacancy of nearly two years, the Crown present-
ed Mr Robert Paton, minister of Haddington. In 1731, he was
translated thither from Haddington, and died in 1768. In 1769,
Mr Colin Campbell, son of the above Mr Neil Campbell, was
translated from Kilmarnock, and died in 1788. In 1790, Mr
Thomas Burns was translated from Inchinan, and died in May
1830 ; and the compiler of this account was translated from An-
derston Chapel, Glasgow, and inducted here on the 30th of No-
vember 1830. There is no regular place of worship in the parish,
except the Established church, to which the great body of the pa-
rishioners profess to adhere.

Religious Societies, § c.— There are not many religiousand philan-
thropic societies in the parish; but the ends which these usually
contemplate are not wholly neglected. As we have no assess-
ment for the poor, considerable exertions have to be made on their
behalf. There is also a Female Benevolent Society, the mem-
bers of which endeavour to aid special cases of distress. A Bible
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Society also exists, for the supply of the parish, and which has
hitherto done well. The leading principle of the society is to af-
ford facilities for the purchase of Bibles. This is accomplished
by having on hand an assortmentof Bibles at different prices, bound
in the most efficient and tasteful manner, and offered unreservedly
to all, while the price may be advanced by instalments. This re-
moves entirely the idea of pauper terms and pauper Bibles, and
yet allows to the poor, as well as the rich, full access to the Word
of God. And they have hitherto justified the confidence put in
them; few, indeed, having expressed any unwillingness to pay for
what they were to receive. The consequence is, almost every
child who can read has either a Bible or Testament.—A consi-
derable sum is also raised for purposes of education and for libra-
ries. 'There are particularly two schools of industry dependent
in part on subscriptions, one of which from its extent, as well as
proper management, has proved avery great blessing to many. Our
Sabbath schools are numerous, and are furnished with juvenile k-
braries, the expenses of which are met by collections and donations.
Wehavealsoa parish library; partly dependent onsimilar resources.
But beyond these and other parochial institutions, we have no or-
ganized associations ; and we assist other objects only by collec-
tions and individual subscnptlons

Education.— There are six week-day schools in this pansh and
these are attended by about 827 day scholars, and 90 evenirg scho-
lars; thus leaving little more than one-ninth of the population at
school during day, and somewhat more than one-seventh when
evening scholars are included. The burgh grammar-school is en-
dowed to the extent of L. 36, 13s. 4d. a-year. The teacher of a
district school has a limited allowance; but this is by private ar-
rangement, and the expense is met chiefly by an individual heri-
tor. One of the teachers in the burgh has the school-room free,
but even this is, we believe, by subscription, and another is wholly
unaided. In addition to these, there are, as already noticed, two
schools of industry for girls. The teacher of one of these has a
salary without fees ; but this is made up out of subscriptions and the
produce of the school; and the other has afew pounds from the town-
. council, and the produce of her school. The branches taught in
these different schoolsare numerous, embracing all the usual depart-
ments of school education, and they are on the whole well taught. In
all of them the children are made acquainted with the Scriptures
and the Shorter Catechism; and in most of them they are well
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instructed in the meaning of what they read. In several, but
especially the grammar-school, they are trained to a degree of
expertness in processes of mental arithmetic which usually asto-
nishes observers ; and in this, as well as most of the others, they
are taught to read intelligently andaccurately. There are neverthe-
less several manifest defects in our school education. The schools
are all in a great measure promiscuous. Each teacher has too
many classes to attend to, and too many branches to be taught
successfully. Then the teachers themselves are miserably paid,
and are thus forced to multiply their classes as a means of living.
The same number of teachers would, with properly assorted
classes, do double the work ; and promote education to the same
extent. But it is morally impossible that teachers, mainly depen-
dent on fees, can ever in such a place as this attain to a due division
of labour. Then the early removal of the children to work is con-
tinually thwarting and discouraging them. Should it ever happen
that the proper means shall be allowed for raising our grammar-
school to the proper rank of a grammar-school, three teachers
ought to be appointed—one for English grammar, French, Latin,
and Greek—another for writing, arithmetic, mathematics, geogra-
phy, &c. and a third for English reading alone. This would do
much for the interests of the burgh, and of the parish at large, and
is perbaps not more than might be expected, seeing there is no pa-
rochial school in the parish, and that something of the kind was
originally contemplatedin the charters granted to the burgh. School
wages are so low as from 2s. to 3s. a quarter for reading, some-
thing being added for extra branches. Only a few who are natives
of the parish, and above six years of age, are wholly unable to read;
and such as are known to be in these circumstances are in the
course of being instructed. As in other parishes, the children of
the destitute poor are instructed at the expense of the session.
The number of children attending Sabbath schools is about 390,
besides a class of young adults, instructed by the minister of the
parish, and amounting to about 60. The Sabbath schools are taught
by about 40 teachers,—the boys being chiefly taught by males, and
the girls by females. Most of the children attending Sabbath
schools within burgh attend religious worship during the morning .
and forenoon services, and part of them also in the afternoon.
They are for the most part taught according to a uniform system,
which embraces the morning service as an exercise.

Literature.— There is a parish library, from which parishioners
are allowed to read, at the rate of 2s. per annum, for one volume
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at a time ; and there is another subscription library in the burgh,
which has Jong existed. There is no school of arts or mechanics’
institution ; but an association is in progress of being formed for
the cultivation of natural history and the useful arts. A news-room
is also maintained for the convenience of burgesses and strangers.

Bencefit Societies.— These are numerous, amounting to atleast seven
in the burgh. Some of them provide for widows; but they are chiefly
for cases of personal inability to work ; they have frequently failed
to implement their conditions, the aliments fixed being generally
too high for the subscriptions. Some of them, however, are, we "
understand, doing well. One of these, the ¢ Sailors’ Socxety »
is said to have existed in the fourteenth century, and is possessed
of considerable property; but its income has been dependent on
other sources than subscriptions. Several societies also exist for
furnishing mortcloths, mort-safes, &c. It is at presenta matter of
consideration, in the parish, whether to attempt establishing a sav-
ings bank; the chief hinderance being the pre-existence of so many
benefit societies, that would probably suffer by the withdrawal of
funds,

Poor’s funds.— A considerable sum of money was long held by
the kirk-session for behoof of the poor. But for many years, the
expenditure has so exceeded the income as greatly to reduce the
stock ; and for the last two years a voluntary assessment has been
agreed to among the heritors, for the annual deficiency. In ad-
dition to the collections, there is only one mortification, amount-
ing to about L.60,—the interest of which is available, and only
a few pounds of interest from the remaining stock; there are
no dues connected with mortcloths or ecclesiastical observances
paid into the poor’s funds. In addition to the ordinary and sa-
cramental collections, there is a special collection every year, to
which non-resident heritors also contribute. The amount thus
raised in 1834, including interest, as above stated, was about
L. 147, and the expenditure L. 212 ; leaving a deficiency of L. 65,
The number of poor regularly alimented is about 50, and the num-
ber who receive occasional aid about as many more. The most
common aliment to aged persons able to do a little, and without
children, is 4s. per month. But in addition to this, even the ali-
mented poor receive a few shillings on sacramental occasions, and
at the beginning of winter. What is desirable under this head
is enlarged church accommodation, and the moral cultivation of
the parish, which are alone adequate, fairly to meet the wants, and
promote the happiness of the poor.
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Prison.—The number of prisoners confined here, and connect-
ed with this district, does not amount to half a dozen in a year,
and they are nearly all debtors. A few others come-here from
other places. The aparuments are well aired, and by no means
unhealthy ; and, with regard to religious instruction, the period
of incarceration is usually too short, to make this any matter of
anxiety.

Fairs, Public Houses, &c.—There are three fairs held in the
burgh annually, chiefly for the sale of cattle ; and an attempt has
lately been made, to get up a cattle show, which is likely to suc-
ceed. The number of public houses in the parish has been for
several years about 80. They are, especially in this place, pro-
ductive of evil, from the immense number who frequent them
on the Lord’s day, chiefly from Glasgow and Paisley, particu-
larly the latter. Some of those who sell spirits are, with cre-
dit to themselves, particularly attentive in preventing abuse;
a few of them shutting their houses entirely on Sabbath. And
the present magistrates have very laudably enforced the obser-
vance of the licensing act, on Saturday night and during di-
vine service on the Lord’s day. But still, abuses connected with
public houses, and especially on the Lord’s day, are among the
chief hinderances to the moral and religious improvement of the
parish. And there can be:no reasonable doubt, that the use of
ardent spirits over the country is at present one of the greatest
prevailing evils, economically, morally, and religiously. It is dif-
ficult to say by what single means the evil may be remedied.
But if the nation at large were only in earnest, perhgps few of
the means which have been proposed would either remain untried,
or prove uninfluential,

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.
On comparing-the present state of the parish with that which
existed when the last Statistical Account was drawn up, forty years
ago, the following results appear :

Population in 1791, 1628 ; in 1835, 2833.

Looms in 1791, 120; in 1835, 257.

Labourers’ wages in 1791, 1s. 6d. per day ; in 1885, 2s.

Men-servant’s fees in 1791, L. 5 in the half year; in 1835, L. 7 to L. 11.

Manure per, ton in 1791, 2s. 6d : in 1835, 5s.

Peck of meal in 1791, 1s. ; in 1835, 1s. to 1s. 3d.

Peck of potatoes in 1791, 8d. ; in 1835, 7d. to 8d.

Land per acre in 1791, generally L. 2; in 1835, L. 2, !0s. or L. 2, 15s.

Chief crops in 1791, oats, barley, wheat, and potatoes ; in 1835, Potatoes and turnips,
wheat, beans, hay and clover.

January 1836.



PARISH OF EASTWOOD OR POLLOCK.

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. GEORGE LOGAN, MINISTER.

I.—TorocrarPHY AND NaTURAL HisToRY.

Name.—EasTwoop is the name by which this parish has been
long known,—a name obviously derived from the woods that ex-
ist in it, one of which, of large extent, covering more than 200
acres, has within these twenty-five years been rooted out, and
the ground converted into arable land. The parish appears like-
wise to have had at one time the name of Pollock. This is ascer-
tained by many written documents, in which it is mentioned as for-
merly called Pollock, but then called Eastwood. The ancestors of
Sir John Maxwell have for several centuries been the principal
heritors of the parish ; and that family has been celebrated for at-
tachment and devotion to the Church of Scotland, in the cause of
which they suffered much during the reigns of Charles IL and
James VIL There can be no doubt, therefore, of its having got
the name of Pollock from that of the lands of which it is chiefly com-
posed; and by that name the family of Pollock wish the parish again
to be called.

Ecxtent, Boundaries.—The greatest length of this parish from
north to south is 4 miles, and its greatest breadth from east to
west about 3 miles; but its form is very irregular, so that its di-
mensions vary greatly in different parts. The medium may be 3
by 2} miles, comprehending about 74 square miles. It is bound-
ed on the east by the parishes of Cathcart and Mearns; on the
south by the parish of Mearns; on the west by the parish of Neil-
ston; and on the north by the Abbey parish of Paisley and the
parish of Govan; while it approaches on the north side within three
miles of the city of Glasgow. On the west side, a considerable ex-
tent of land, held to be in the Abbey parish of Paisley, projects
into and is almost surrounded by the parish of Eastwood. It ap-
pears from the records of the Presbytery of Paisley, 24th January

1650, that this land was annexed to Eastwood by decreet of the
RENFREW. c
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Commission for Plantation of Kirks; but that decreet has not hi-
therto taken effect in practice.

Topographical Appearances—There are no mountains in the
parish; but it has an undulating surface throughout, with many
gentle swells or hills, and flat lands or valleys of various shapes and
sizes, and in many places intersected with streams,—so that the
whole has a very beautiful and picturesque appearance. At the
southern extremity, where the parish joins the Mearns, there is a
continued range of hills sloping to the south and north. The ac-
clivities of the hills vary from one in ten to one in twenty: the
greatest height is about 300 feet; and the least, about 80 feet
above the level of the sea. The general slope is from the south-
cast to the north-west.

Hydrography.—The White Cart is the only water in the pa-
rish that can be called a river. It runs about four miles, either
through the parish, or as the boundary with Cathcart and the
Abbey parish of Paisley. Its source is in Eaglesham moors, and
after passing through the parishes of Eaglesham, East Kilbride,
Mearns, Carmunnock, Eastwood, Abbey of Paisley, and Inchinnan,
it joins the river Clyde about seven miles below Glasgow. No part
of it is navigable till it reaches Paisley. The bed of the river has
been deepened below that town, and the navigation to the Clyde
completed by a short cut or canal. There are, besides the Cart,
two smaller streams, Auldhouse Burn and Brock Burn. The for-
mer issues from an extensive lake in the parish of Mearns, called
the Brother Loch, and joins the river Cart at Pollockshaws. The
latter rises also in'the Mearns, and joins the water of Levern at the
western extremity of the parish; and thence, as well as farther up
the stream, the Levern is the boundary between Eastwood and the
Abbey parish of Paisley, until it joins the river Cart near Cruick-
ston Castle.— There are no springs in the parish of any note, if we
except one in the glebe, which discharges about eleven impe-
rial pints every minute. It is perennial, and seems to be affected
neither by drought nor rain. There were several springs of the
same kind in the neighbouring fields, but they have all been drain-
ed off into the adjoining burn.

Geology and Mineralogy.—The direction or dip of the strata,
where they are lying fair, is from the north-west to the south-east.
The inclination of the beds varies from one in six to one in ten. No
dikesare met with; but frequent derangements of the strataoccur, by

slips or fissures which displace the beds less or more, and sometimes
4
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to the extent of 100 feet, from their positions. Thedirection of these
slips is generally from dip to rise,—although there is one very dis-
tinct instance in the parish of derangements both across and in the
line of the strata, whereby a lime rock is thrown up and down, and
appears and disappears in a variety of places for the space of near-
ly two miles along the ordinary line of dip and rise, and for about
half a-mile in the opposite direction, or on the ordinary level of the
metals. The rock here alluded to is known by the name of Arden
lime. It appears on the surface at Davieland, near the eastern ex-
tremity of the parish, and also at the western extremity at Darn-
ley Bridge, and Darnley Bleachfield, and at several intermediate
places.

The rocks of this parish are sandstone and limestone, with nu-
merous bands of ironstone. The first and last are found every-
where, by sinking pits; and the sandstone makes its appearance on
the surface in many places.

In the barony of Eastwood, properly so called, there is a quarry
of a very peculiar description. The rock is 50 feet deep, and lies
in horizontal strata, the beds varying in thickness from 2 inches to
2feet. The general dip or inclination is to the south-east. There
is betwixt each bed a thin layer of what resembles fire clay; and the
face of the rock has very much the appearance of a wall built by
the hand of man. The stone is of excellent quality, is easily
wrought, and can be cut to any size of length or breadth that may
be required. It is used for all parts of house-work, but is peculiar-
ly adapted for pavement, stair steps, and hearths, and can be wrought
into cisterns of any dimensions for holding bleaching liquors, &c.
It has been discovered only within these four or five years, and is
considered by judges to be a great natural curiosity, and one of the
finest lying fields of rock in the country. There is another valu-
able quarry about a quarter of a mile from the former. It is, what
is technically termed, a liver rock, and the depth-of it is 24 feet.
It is of the finest quality, and is used for every purpose of masonry
in house-building of the first description in Glasgow and the neigh-
bourhood. It is much admired by sculptors, as well adapted for
making fancy figures of any kind or size. There is a third quarry
in the neighbourhood of this, in the farm of Giffnock, which is of
the same quality with the latter, and for which there has been long
a great demand. The number of quarriers employed in the first
and second of these is thirty, with twenty labourers. They work ten
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hours each day, and six days per week. The wages of the former
are, 2s. 6d., and of the latter, 2s. per day.

Limestone has been wrought at Arden and Darnley, and also
at Cowglen. It is still wrought at the first mentioned place,
though on a limited scale, the lime being of so poor a quality as
not to admit of any sand in building. But its physical character
is such as that it very soon becomes almost as impenetrable as the
solid stone. It is used chiefly for the rough-casting of houses.
Its component parts when analyzed have been found to be, 78 per
cent. lime, 13 sand, 6 iron, and 3 clay. The thickness is 9 feet
6 inches; but only 3 feet 6 inches at the bottom are burned.
The other beds are considered to be of so poor a quality as to be
unfit for lime, and are laid aside for roads. The lime at Cowglen
resembles that at Arden, but it is not the same stratum. It is
five feet thick, and consists of four distinct beds, some of which
produce lime of a pure white, and others of a blue colour.

Coal is wrought in the parish at Cowglen, where there is a great
number of seams of various thickness ; but none exceeding 2 feet
6 inches. The whole are of good quality ; and five of them have
been wrought, and are still in working in pits varying from 10 to
40 fathoms in depth. The works are carried on in the usual
manner, by leaving about one-fourth part of the coal in pillars for
supporting the superincumbent strata.

Soil.—The soil is various. On the south side and the higher
grounds, it is generally a thin earth, with what is called a till bot-
tom,—till being a mixture of stone and heavy clay, hard and re-
tentive of moisture. But there are likewise on the banks of the
Cart, and the burns or rivulets, various holms of considerable ex-
tent, and very fertile.

IIL.—CiviL History.

So far as consists with the knowledge of the writer, there is no
ancient or modern history of the parish printed or in manuscript ;
and, though the different proprietors have no doubt plans of their

* several estates, there are no general maps, plans, or surveys of the
parish.

In the possession of the family of Polloc, there are several ori-
ginal papers of considerable antiquity, which deserve attention.
Among the chief of these are the following :— A precept from the
Lords of Council of King James V. to meet his Queen when she
camefirst to Scotland, dated 1527; a letter from the Regent-Queen
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Mary, 1559 ; a letter from Lord Morton, and others, anent the
murder of the King, 1567 ; a letter from Queen Mary before
the battle of Langside; a letter from King James VI for a
hackney to the Queen, 1590; another for provision to the
Prince’s baptism, 1594 ; and the original, with the subscriptions,
of the first Solemn League, signed by the King and Council, 1587.
The letter from King James for provision for the Prince’s baptism
is a great curiosity, and deserves to be made public, as affording a
singular picture of the times. The original of the Solemn League
is written with great distinctness and beauty, in a character re-
sembling Italic print, and can be read with as great facility as the
most modern writings.

There have been in this parish since the Revolution seven mi-
nisters, including the present incumbent. It is singular that two
of these, viz. Messrs Crawford and Wodrow, have written histories
of the Church of Scotland. The latter was born in Glasgow about
the year 1680, and died in 1734.

Eminent Men.—Mr Wodrow was a man not only of great worth
and usefulness as a minister, but of extraordinary industry and ap-
plication to researches connected with the antiquities of Scotland.
He wrotea great deal, and employed himself, particularly during the
last years of his life, in writing the lives of the principal learned men
of Scotland who lived previous to the restoration of the Stewarts,
Some of his manuscripts are preserved in the Library of the Fa-
culty of Advocates; some, in the repositories of the Church; and
some are still in the hands of his descendants. His great work is
the History of the Church during the period of the Persecution.
It commences with the Restoration and ends with the glorious Re-
volution, and the accession of William and Mary to the throne of
these realms. For many years it lay in a great measure neglect-
ed ; but Mr Fox having given a high character of it in bis history,
it was brought into public notice. All the copies were quickly
bought up, and a new and elegant edition, in four volumes octavo,
has been edited by Dr Burns of Paisley.

Mr Crawford’s church history has never been published, but the
manuscript is among the records of the church. It consists of two
volumes folio, and contains upwards of 1400 pages. It commences
with the introduction of Christianity into Scotland, and ends at the
year 1680.

Walter Stewart of Pardovan, Esq., the well known author of
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the Collections, died while on a visit at the House of Pollok, and
was interred in the aisle appropriated to the Pollock family.*

Land-owners.—Sir John Maxwell, Bart. of Pollock ; and David
Machaffie, Esq. are the chief land-owners.

Parochial Registers.—The earliest date of the parochial regis-
ter of births is 1687 ; but it is defective,—as few Dissenters are in-
clined to register. The earliest date of the register of proclama-
tion of marriages is December 1693 ; but this is likewise defective,
as the parties frequently neglect to return and get the marriage re-
gistered. :

1II.—PopuLATION.

We have no means of exactly ascertaining the ancient state of
the population of the parish ; but it would appear, that towards the
commencement of the last century the population was very small,
perhaps not more than a sixth of what it now is. The burgh of
Pollokshaws was then a small village ; and Thornliebank, which
now contains upwards of 1300 inhabitants, had then no existence.
The causes of the great increase of the population to its present
amount, 6854, were the establishment of several large public works
in the parish, and the improvements in trade, manufactures, &c.
The amount of the population residing in Pollokshaws is 4627,—
of which 2169 are males, and 2458 females. In Thornliebank
the population is 1366, of which 700 are males, and 666 females.
In the country part, there are 861, of whom 414 are males, and
447 females.

The proprietors of land of the yearly value of L. 50 and upwards
are, besides Sir John Maxwell and Mr Machaffie, already mention-
ed,—the Earl of Glasgow; Neil Thompson, Esq. Camphill; John
Maxwell, Esq. M. P., younger of Pollock; Dugald Bannatyne, Esq.
Postmaster, Glasgow ; Messrs Crum, Thornliebank; Martin,

* A marble monument, erected to his memory, bears the following inscription :—
¢ Within this aisle lies Walter Stewart of Iardovan, son of Walter Stewart of Par-
dovan, and grandson to Sir Archibald Stewart of Blackhall,—a gentleman well skil.
led in most parts of useful learning, and in the constitution of his country, and emi-
nent for his unbiassed zeal for its ancient rights and real interests, which he shewed
by his very early appearance for the Protestant religion, in accompanying King Wil-
liam from Holland at the glorious Revolution 1688, and afterwards by his services in
our Scotch Parliament, where he for many years represented the burgh of Linlith-
gow,—of such distinguished piety and zeal for our holy religion, that he mortified
20,000 merks to the Society in Scotland for Propagating Christian Knowledge. He
died March 8th 1719, aged 52 years, at the seat of his affectionate kinsman, Sir John
Mazxwell of Pollok, one of the Senators of the College of Justice, and is interred in
the burial place of that honourable family, which, by the permission of the honour-
able proprietor, is likewise destined for the burial-place of his dear spouse, Katharine
Cornwall, daughter of James Cornwall of Bonhard, who has erected this monument
to the memory of her dearly beloved husband.”
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‘Esq. writer, Paisley; Dr Macarthur, Glasgow. They are all non-
resident, with the exception of Sir J. Maxwell and Messrs Crum.
There are in the parish 1 fatuous, 4 blind, and 4 deaf and dumb
persons.
IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture—The whole parish, excepting what is built upon,
or occupied with wood, consists of arable land. ‘There are nei-
ther waste lands nor common ; and the total number of acres, stan-
dard imperial measure, is about 5000." The number of acres
under natural or copse-wood is 250, and there are about 100
acres under planted timber. The trees generally planted are, oak,
ash, elm, sycamore, beech, larch, Scotch fir, silver fir, and spruce.

Rent of Land.—The average rent of land is about L. 2 per im-
perial acre. 'The average rent of grazing is L. 4 per ox or cow.
There are no sheep farms in the parish.

Rate of Wages.— The wages of day-labourers are from 10s. to
12s. per week. Those of farm-servants are from L. 8 to L. 10
for the half year, with bed, board, and washing. Their food con-
sists principally of preparations of oatmeal and milk, morning and
evening, and of broth and beef to dinner; and the custom still
generally prevails of the servants sitting at the same table with
their masters.

Live-Stock.—The cattle in the parish are chiefly of the Cun-
ningham or Ayrshire breed. Considerable attention has been paid
of late to its improvement.  Still, however, the breeding of cattle
is considered but a matter of secondary importance; and, owing
both to this circumstance, and to the inferiority of the pasture
lands, the cattle are not equal to those reared in some of the
neighbouring parishes, particularly those in the west.

Husbandry.— The general mode of farming pursued in the pa-
rish is by a rotation of crops. Each farm may be pretty accu-
rately described as divided into five parts. One part, after lying
in pasture for the period of one season only, is ploughed up and
sown with oats. The succeeding year, it is planted with potatoes.
The year following, it is sown with wheat, and laid down with grass
seeds for a crop of hay.

The farm buildings are of one story in height,—and all with
one or two exceptions, slated,—affording every accommodation
which the tenants require. The enclosures contain from five to
twenty acres.

The principal improvements that have recently been introduced
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are furrow drains. Clauses, as to the mode of management, are
seldom inserted in the leases, and are held to be useless, when &
proper selection of tenants is made. Indeed, by far the greater
part of the parish is held by the tenants, under verbal bargains,
for the term of years noted in the proprietor’s rental book, or by a
memorandum of the agreement. The general duration of leases is
ten years, and few of the farms much exceed 100 acres.

The average produce of wheat per acre may be tnken at 9 bolls.
8

oats,
cu]uvnted hny, do. . 200 stones.

potatoes, do. . 30 bolls.
There are few or no cabbages or beet raised in the parish for the

purpose of feeding cattle. Each farmer cultivates as many tur-
nips as may be sufficient for consumption on his own lands. They
are seldom raised for the market.

The quantity of land in the parish under grass may be reckoned
at about one-half. This, it must be observed, includes, not only
the lands in pasture connected with the various farms, but several
large districts of pasture land which Sir John Maxwell retains in
his own hand.

The gross amount of coals wronght in the parish may be valued
at L. 3500; and of lime at L. 400.

Manufactures.— The several branches of manufacture carried on
in the parish are cotton-spinning, weaving, bleaching, calico-print-
ing, &c. In the Pollockshaws cotton-work, there are employed
in power-loom weaving, 265 persons; in cotton-spinning, 194;
total, 459. There are employed in Auldhouse-field in bleaching
and finishing, 190; mechanics and labourers, 20; total, 210,
In Thornliebank, there are employed in calico-printing, 344 ;
bleaching and finishing, 186; cotton-spinning, 151; power-loom-
weaving, 121; hand-loom-weaving 45 ; total, 847.—At Green-
bank, Pollockshaws, there is a considerable dye-work, but I can-
not specify exactly the number there employed. There are, be-
sides, in Pollockshaws, several hundred hand-loom weavers em-
ployed by the manufacturers of Glasgow and Paisley. These have
generally been considered as excelling in that department.

In the manufactories, men, women, and children, work usually
twelve hours each day, with the exception of Saturday, when
they are engaged only nine hours; and the wages are considered as
affording fair remuneration and means of support to the operatives.
With respect to their effects on health and morals, a master of one
of these public works writes thus, « }; rom all I can learn, the health
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and morals of persons employed in well-conducted manufacturing
establishments are greatly superior to what they are in other districts
of the country. The regular and abundant food, and comparatively
comfortable lodging, more than compensate for the less frequent ex-
posure to the open air, and the greater duration of labour; and the
means we possess of knowing and checking open vice, have, I be-
lieve, a powerful effect in suppressing it.” The observation of Dr
Macgill, in the former Statistical Account, seems just, ¢ The people
of this parish are in general more healthy than those usually are
who follow such occupations. This may be owing in part to the fresh
currents of air which blow frequently with considerable strength
betwixt the surrounding heights, and very much to the tradesman
mingling sometimes with hia sedentary employment the exhilarating
exercises of the garden and the field.”
V.—ParocuiarL Economy.

Pollockshaws is the only town in the parish. It was erected in
the year 1814 into a burgh of barony by a charter from the Crown,
and has a provost, bailie, and six councillors, with a town-clerk and
fiscal.  All persons who rent a house of L. 4 and upwards have
a right to vote in the election of the magistrates and council. It
has no proper market day; but provisions of all kinds may be
readily at any time procured. A post-office was some years ago
established, which has daily communication with the post-office at
Glasgow. The village of Thornliebank is situated a mile to the
south-west of Pollockshaws,—the whole of which, with the ex-
ception of two or three small houses, belongs to Messrs Crum, and
is almost wholly occupied by persons in their employment. The
length of the several turnpike roads which pass through the parish
is about four miles; and there are stage-coaches which travel daily
upon them. The roads are oppressed with toll-dues so much, that
in going from the south-west of Pollockshaws to Glasgow, a dis-
tance of only three miles, a single horse-gig pays 1s. 4d. We
have no canals or railways in the parish. The bridges and fences
are generally kept in good repair.

Ecclesiastical State.— The parish church is situated upon theslope
of a hill, at the south-west end of Pollockshaws. It is very conveni-
ently situate for the inhabitants of Pollockshaws and Thornliebank,
who compose by far the greatest part of the population. Its dis-
tance from the most remote part of the parish does not much ex-
ceed three miles. The old church, which stood about half a mile
to the west, was taken down, and the new one built in 1781: it is
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still in a tolerable state of repair. Though, at the time when it was
built, it was reckoned one of the neatest churches in the district,—
itis far from possessing the elegance of many churches of morerecent
erection. It affords accommodation only for about 750 persons, so
that itis by no means sufficient for the population of the parish. There
are no free sittings. Sir John Maxwell, having more seats than are
required for the accommodation of his tenantry, lets a few seats an-
nually to such of the parishioners as are not otherwise accommodat-
ed.—The manse was rebuilt in 1791 nearly upon the old site, and
has undergone from time to time various repairs. Though not equal
to some of the new manses, it is still a commodious house, and very
pleasantly situated.— The glebe, including the ground occupied by
the manse, offices, plantings, roads, and garden, contains about six
acres. There are not, however, more than five arable acres; and
it cannot be valued above L. 2 per acre. There is no land allot-
ted for pasture: the minister receives in lieu of it only L.20
Scots. The stipend which, at the date of the former Statistical Ac~
count, was 5 cbalders of meal, 1 chalder of bear, and 400 merks
of money, including communion elements, has been since aug-
mented three times. The last augmentation was given in 1824;
and its amount now is 8 chalders meal, 8 chalders barley, and
L. 15 for communion elements.

There are no Chapels of Ease connected with the Established
Church. There are two Seceding chapels or churches, furnishing
sittings for about 700 each, or 750,—one of which belongs to the
United Associate Synod,—and the other is connected with the
Synod of Original Seceders. The stipend of the minister of the
latter is L. 125, with a manse, garden, and cow’s grass, which may
be valued at 1..20. The stipend of the minister of the former is
L. 130, without either manse or garden. These stipends are raised
from the seat rents and collections. We have no Episcopal or
Catholic chapels. The Catholics, of whom it is said there are
about 700 in the parish, when they attend public worship, go to
Glasgow. The parish church and the two Seceding meeting-
houses could accommodate only 2200; but, excepting upon sacra-
mental occasions, they are seldom completely filled. The neglect
of public worship is a growing evil ; and the public works have at-
tracted and brought into the parish a great number of strangers,
who are very irregular in attending upon the ordinances of religion.
The ordinance of the Lord’s supper is dispensed twice a-year si-
multaneously in all the three places of worship. The average
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number of communicants in the parish church is only about 860.
Many of the rising generation never apply for admission to the
Lord’s table. The number of families professing to belong to the
Established Church is 367; to the Original Burghers, 309 ; to the
United Associate Synod, or New Light Burghers, 219; Roman
Catholic families, 124. 162 families acknowledge that they at-
tend no place of worship, and belong to no denomination: and
many more are supposed to be in the same predicament who do
not own it.

‘We have no Societies at present in the parish for religious pur-
poses. A Bible, Missionary, and Educational Society has been
once and again attempted, and for some time carried on; but it
gradually fell off, till at last it has totally disappeared. The pa-
rish has been assessed for the support of the poor for a number
of years past; and ever since, our church collections have been
greatly diminished, and perhaps do not average much above 7s. or
8s. per day.

The minister has a class of young persons who attend him week-
ly for the purpose of receiving instruction in the principles of re-
ligion ; and a Fellowship-Meeting, consisting of a considerable
number of the rising generation, has lately been formed, which
promises a revival of religion among the young.

Education.—There are five schools in the parish,—in each of
which there is only one teacher. The parochial teacher has the
maximum salary, and the legal accommeodations of school-room,
dwelling-house, and garden. The branches of education usually
taught are, reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English gram-
mar, Latin, and occasionally algebra and practical mathematics.
The general expense of education per quarter is, 3s. for reading ;
reading and writing, 8s. 6d. ; Latin, &c. 5s. The greatest number
attending the parish school is 51 males, and 50 females. The
probable amount of fees paid to the schoolmaster is L. 36 per an-
num. The same branches of education are generally taught in
the other schools; and the greatest number of males attending is
863, and females 246 ; in these numbers, is included a great pro-
portion of evening scholars, who are connected with the public
works, and therefore cannot attend any day-school. The fees are
the same as those of the parochial school. It is not easy to state
exactly the number of the young between six and fifteen years
of age who cannot read or write ; but there is reason to fear that
it is considerable. There are but too many who seem not alive
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to the benefits of education, but there are others, whose poverty
only prevents them from giving their children that education
which they would wish. A number of the children of the poor
are educated at the expense of the parish. Of the other teachers
three pay rent for their respective school-rooms. The teacher at
Thornliebank has a large and commodious school-room from the
proprietors of the public works, together with a comfortable dwel-
ling-house ; but he is otherwise wholly dependent upon school fees.
There are, besides, in the parish, three Sabbath schools, attended
by about 600 males and females ; but of these it is believed a con-
siderable proportion attend either day or evening schools through
the week. The expense incurred by these is defrayed by occa-
sional collections.

Literature.—We have no parochial or circulating libraries at
present in the parish. A public reading-room was sometime ago
opened in Pollockshaws, but not meeting with sufficient encourage-
ment, it has been discontinued.

Friendly Societies.— There are the following friendly societies :
1. The Old Society of Weavers, instituted 1749. The number
of members is about 200; contribution, 4s. per annum; bedfast
aliment, 3s. per week; and walking aliment, 2s. 1d. To super-
annuated members, or such as are past working, bedfast aliment
2s. 1d.: walking aliment, 1s. 8d.

2. Ayr and Renfrewshire Friendly Society of Weavers, insti-
tuted 1799 ; members about 200 ; rate of contribution and aliment
the same as in the old society. The average annual expenditure
about L. 30.

8. Young Society of Weavers, instituted 1774 ; rate of contri-
bution and aliment nearly the same as above.

4. Funeral Friendly Society, instituted 1827 ; rate of contribu-
tion, a man with a family, 4s., a single man, 2s. L. 2 are given to
defray the funeral charges of a member. The number of mem-
bers is about 100.

5. Gardeners’ Friendly Society, instituted 1830; rate of con-
tribution, 6s. per annum; members, 44; bedfast aliment, 5s. per
week ; walking aliment, 3s. per week.

6. Cowglen Friendly Society, instituted 1809; 67 members;
contributions 5s. per annum ; bedfast aliment, 6s. per week ; walk-
ing aliment, 4s.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The average number of regular
paupers upon the roll is 81 ; and average allowance to each per



EASTWOOD. 45

year L. 2, 16s. 04d.—exclusive of articles of clothing, which are
allowed when necessary. Small sums are sometimes also given for
the relief of occasional distress.

The funds for the poor are derived from an assessment impos-
ed annually, (one-half on the heritors, and the other on the rest of
the inhabitants, according to their means and circumstances,) and
amounting for the current year to L. 335; rent of a small house
left to the parish, and church collections, L. 24 ; total, L. 359.

A disposition to refrain from seeking parochial relief does exist
toa considerabledegree. Of this, the existence of so many Friendly
Societies seems an evident proof.  There are, however, many per-
sons who think themselves not at all degraded by application for
relief to the parish funds.

Prison.— The jail of Pollockshaws, although authorized legally
as such, is not fit for the accommodation of prisoners, and is used
only as a temporary lock-up-place, where offenders are confined
for a few hours, or until they can be transmitted to the county pri-
son.

Fair.—We have no fairs,—unless the last Friday of May may
be so called, which is observed as a holiday, and when there is a
trifling horse-race, which has no other tendency than to assemble
a number of idle people, and promote the sale of whisky.

Inns, Alehouses, &c.—There are 56 licensed alehouses or
whisky shops in the parish. Their number has been greatly in-
creased within these twenty years. They have a very injurious
effect upon the morals of the people, and are known from actual
observation to be productive of great misery and much crime.
Their number, I am informed, is much greater in proportion to
the population than in any other part of the county; and the num-
ber of cases of assault and other minor offences, arising generally
from intoxication, seems nearly in the same proportion.

Fuel.—Coal may be said to be the only fuel. Of this there is
abundance in the parish and neighbourhood ; and the price varies
from 4s. 6d. to 5s. 6d. per cart, 12 cwt.

MisceLLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

There is a striking difference betwixt the present state of the
parish and that which existed at the time of the former Statistical
Account, in respect of population,—the number of inhabitants since
that time being greatly more than doubled. At that time, also, a
considerable part of the land was, in a manner, waste,—being co-
vered with heath and bent ; whereas now there is hardly an acre of
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unproductive land in the parish. Draining, which then was little, if
at all, practised, is going forward with great spirit, and will with-
out doubt tend much to improve the quality of the soil, and pro-
mote’its fertility. It does not appear to the writer that any bet-
ter system of husbandry can be introduced, or the facilities of in-
ternal communication increased,—there being already excellent
roads leading to and through every part of the parish. Could ar-
dent spirits be altogether banished, or their consumption diminish-
ed tenfold, and those engaged in the public works led more generally
to sanctify the Sabbath and attend upon public worship, these
things would tend greatly to promote the best interests of the
working-classes. It is likewise evident that there is much need for
church extension,—the present accommodation being by no means
adequate to the population.

January 1836.

UNITED PARISHES OF
HOUSTON AND KILLALLAN.

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. JOHN MONTEATH, D.D. MINISTER.

IL.—ToroGrapPHY AND NaTuraL History.
THe parishes of Houston and Killallan were united in the year

1760.

Names.—Killallan is a corruption of Killfillan, i. e. Cella Fillani,
the name of the tutelary saint of the parish. Houston may be sup-
posed to be a corruption of Hew’s town, perhaps from Hugo de
Padvinan, who is said, by Mr Crawfurd, in his History of Renfrew-
shire, to have obtained a grant of the barony of Kelpeter, the an-
cient name of Houston parish, from Baldwin of Biggar, Sheriff of
Lanark in the reign of Malcolm IV.

Boundaries, extent.—The united parish is bounded on the west
by Kilmacolm ; on the south by Kilbarchan ; on the north and east
by the parish of Erskine, which separates it from the Clyde. It
is about 6 miles in length and 3 in breadth.

Hydrography.—The only considerable river is Gryfe, which
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separates it from Kilbarchan on the south. This river has its
source in the high moors and mountains that are situated between
Kilmalcolm and the Largs on the coast of the Frith of Clyde. It
is composed of several streams that unite near the mansion-house
of Duchal. It runs rapidly over several precipices to the low
country at Fulwood; after which, it moves slowly in a serpentine
course, receiving the river Black Cart at Moss Walkinshaw, and
White Cart at Inchinnan Bridge, and thence into the Clyde a little
below Renfrew.

Geology.—In the highest districts of these parishes, granite pre-
vails. In the lower districts, there are sandstone and limestone
quarries, and coals.

Alluvial deposits, moss, or peat, in many places six feet deep,
cover extensive fields of clay, in the low districts of Killallan, be-
ing the eastmost part of the parish, and on both sides of the water
of Gryfe. Small pieces of land have been cleared of the moss, and
produce good crops.

Roology.—The woodlark, sometimes called the Scotch night-
ingale, from its pleasant and plaintive notes, and singing often after
nightfall, was common here fifty years ago, but has quite disap-
peared since that time. Whether the introduction of foreign trees
among the natural woods, such as larch and pines, or frequent
liming of land, or some severe winter, have occasioned their
disappearing,—the writer of this account will not venture to de-
termine.

Botany.—The writer of this account has often examined the
indigenous plantsof these parishes by Linnzus’s Genera Plantarum,
but found none but such as are common in the west of Scotland.

There is an extensive natural wood on Houston barony, the pro-
perty of Archibald Spiers, Esq. of Eldersly, consisting of oak,
birch, plane, ash. There are also an extensive natural weod, con-
sisting of the same kinds of trees, on the estate of Barochan, the
property of William M. Fleming, Esq. of Barochan, and some
thriving modern plantations on Barochan. But the most exten-
sive plantations in these parishes are on the high-lands in Killal-
lan, and on the mosses in the lower parts of Killallan, which Mr.
Spiers has planted with oak, larch, ash, beech, Scotch fir. Most
of the trees thrive well on the high-land, particularly the larch.
Those on the mosses have a good appearance at a distance, but
have not been narrowly inspected for some years by the writer of
this article. During the severe drought this season, a very consi-
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derable number of acres of planting on the moss, on the south side
of the Gryfe, were by accident set on fire; the wind being from
the east, the fire raged, and the flames rose to a great height. In
some parts, the progress of the fire was arrested by a number of
men cutting large trenches in the moss. To leave large avenues un-
planted in modern plantations might, perhaps, prevent the spread-
ing of fire. Proprietors of land may also, perhaps, find it their in-
terest, when planting on high and exposed situations, to plant the
pinaster or maritime pine along the skirts of their plantations, as
an excellent defence against the storm ; but it requires to be trans-
planted in the nursery, its tap-root shortened, and to stand eighteen
months more in a nursery of rich ground. The Earl of Galloway,
by following this plan, has obtained thriviog plantations on every
exposure ; and in the west of Scotland Scotch firs planted on the
south-west of the other trees are a great defence from our most
frequent storms.
II.—Civir HisTory.

Land-owners.—The chief land-owners are, Archibald Spiers,
Esq. of Eldersly, non-resident ; William M. Fleming, Esq. of Ba-
rochan, resident; William M. Alexander, Esq. of Southbar, non-
resident; William Cunningham, Esq. of Craigends, non-resi-
dent.

Family of Fleming of Barochan.—Barochan is a very ancient
family. Peter Fleming of Barochan * and six of his sons fell in
the fatal field of Flowden. Mr Fleming left a seventh son, who
succeeded him. This same Peter Fleming was a celebrated fal-
coner. His tersel beat the falcon of James IV., upon which the
King unhooded his favourite hawk, and put the hood on the ter-
sel. The hood was richly ornamented with precious stones. Most
of them were stolen many years ago. One ruby remained of great
value; but about thirteen years ago, it fell out, and, not being
missed at the time, it was lost. A few seed pearls only remain.
There is still at Barochan a pair of silver spurs which belonged
to the same Peter Fleming. Barochan cross was described in
the - former Statistical Account. Its history is still obscure.
But antiquarians may perhaps be enabled to throw some light on
its original, by examining these fine stenographic figures of it
which were lately furnished to the writer of this Account by W.

* This laird of Barochan had probably two proper names, and this may account for

his being denominated William in the account given of his death, in the former Sta-
tistical Account.
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M. Fleming, Esq. the present proprietor of Barochan, and which
will be found in his possession.*

Parochial Registers.—There are three volumes of parochial
registers ; the earliest entry is 25th October 1696. The two
oldest volumes have not been regularly kept ; they are not even
authenticated by the subscription of any clerk; and there are con-
siderable gaps in them. Indeed, there never was any parochial
schoolmaster or regular session-clerk in the parish of Killallan
while disjoined from Houston ; and no register, except one gratui-
tously kept by the late Rev. Mr Monteath, previousto 1799. The
date of births was entirely omitted, and baptisms only inserted,
—such perhaps might be the common practice at that time. But
when this omission was discovered by the present minister, he con-
sidered it his duty to the public, to insist that births should be
strictly and uniformly registered ; and he had some difficulty in per-
suading the session-clerk that this was absolutely necessary, for ex-
actly ascertaining the ages of the parishioners. Since that year,
the register has been regularly kept.

IIL.—PoruraTION.

In the year 1760, when these parishes were united, there were
only about 300 examinable persons in each of them. The whole
population in 1831 of the united parishes was 2745, The cause of
thisremarkableincrease isevidently the introduction of public works.

Number of persons in villages, . . . . 2140
the country, . . . . 605

Yearly average of births for the last seven years, . . 533

marriages, do. . . . .

Number of persons under 15 years of age, . . 1216
betwixt 15 and 30, . . . . 681
30 and 50, . . . 485
50 and 70, . . . 295
upwards of 70, . . . . . 68
Number of families in the parish, . . . . 520
chiefly employed in agriculture, o e 100
in trade, manufactures, or handicraft, 363

Average number of children in each family, . . . 2%
Insane and fatuous persons, o . . . 4

William M. Fleming, Esq. of Barochan, is the only resident heri-
tor, possessing a considerable landed estate; but there are several

¢ There was a plan of Houston parish, made at the desire of a former proprietor
of the barony of H , which comprehends the whole of that parish, and part of
Killallan ; but the plan is now lost. The present minister of these parishes has a
faint recollection of having seen, a great many years ago, but cannot remember in
whose custody it was, a fine and apparently minute plan of Houston and the adjacent
country, specifying the ncmes of the farms ; it was said to have been made under the
influence of the French government, with a view to the invasion of this part of the
country.

RENFREW., D
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individuals and families of independent fortune resident in the pa-
rishes.

The number of proprietors of land, having L. 50 and upwards
of yearly rent, resident and non-resident, about 9.

Character of the People.—The author of this article, in his Ac-
count of the parish of Neilston, inserted in the former work, ven-
tured to state his opinion on the effects of some of the cotton
mills, and other public works with which the parish abounded,
upon the morals and health of the people.* The lapse of
forty years has not induced the author to alter the opinion which
be then expressed on this subject. Where a population is
composed, like that of Houston and Killallan, of people from all
quarters, and of all sentiments in religion and politics, it is difficult
to delineate their character. He hopes, however, that they are
not behind any of their neighbours, who are similarly situated, in
intellectual, moral, and religious improvement.

; IV.—InDpustry.

Agriculture—Draining and straightening of ridges have been
practised for many years. The farm-houses are almost all slated
and commodious. Leases generally for nineteen years.

Rent of Land.—Rent of arable land from L.2 to L. 3, and in
some situations L.4 per acre. The valued rent of the parish is
L. 4057, 8s. Scots; the real rent probably L. 9000 Sterling.

Recent Agricultural Improvements.—Mr Fleming of Barochan
lately returned from India, where he was a District-Judge, and
afterwards a Circuit-Judge for many years, when he had leisure
from the important duties of his office, amused himself with agri-
cultural and chemical experiments; and is now improving here his
paternal estate to a considerable extent.t The scarcity and the
consequent dearness of common manure is among the greatest ob-
stacles toagricultural improvements in this part of thecountry. He
has, therefore, lately made many experiments of oil mixed with
mossas a manure,—which he hasfound answer well for top-dressing
grass lands, and also for various crops; and if oil can be purchased
at L. 18 Sterling per ton, he is of opinion it can be used profitably
as a substitute for common manure. }

¢ Vide Volume second of former Statistical Account, parish of Neilston. The
account of this parish was, with some others, translated into French, and transmitted
by Sir John Sinclair to some of the foreign cabinets, as specimens of statistics.

1 Tt is said, that Mr Fleming, when in India, made several new and valuable im-
provements in the collection and preparation of opium.

 An extensive use of oil compost :l;?ht be useful to the fisheries, by increasing
the demand for oil, which has decreased since the introduction of gas.

4
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Cotton Mills— Bleachfield.— The cotton mills erected since the
time of the former Statistical Account are, all but one, on the left
bank of the water of Gryfe ; they commence in Killallan, about two
miles west from the church of Houston, continue in an eastern di-
rection, and terminate in Houston parish. They are the following :
the new mill occupied by Messrs J. and J. Findlay, near Bridge of
Weir, in Killallan, built in 1792 it is 144 feet in length, 86 in
width, height 3 stories and attics; it contains 6240 mule spindles,
and the necessary preparations, and is driven by a water-wheel 13
feet diameter, by 11 in width; 12 horses power; 94 persons em-
ployed in it; amount of wages paid weekly, L. 32, 10s.

Gryfe Grove Mill, occupied by Mr Robert Barr, built in 1822,
46 feet long, 30 feet wide, of two stories and garret; contains 900
mule spindles, 480 water-twist spindles going, and machinery for
preparation, driven by a water wheel of 12 feet diameter, and 6
feet wide, made of cast and malleable iron ; 11 males and 20 females
are employed in the mill, and 8 women in their own houses, 8 of
whom are widowers, and two of them near eighty years of age.
The wages paid to workers per week average about L.10, or
L. 520 a-year, exclusive of cartage and other out-door work. Ad-
jacent to this mill, Mr Barr and a partner, Mr M‘Gavin, erected a
mill for carding wool and tow, for country people.

Another cotton mill, adjacent to the last mentioned, is building
by Mr Shank, 46 feet long, 36 feet wide over the walls, consisting of
a cotton cellar, two stories and garret; when finished, it will contain
from 1300 to 1400 water-twist spindles, and all necessary machi-
nery for preparation, driven by a water-wheel of 12 feet diameter,
6} feet wide, made of cast and malleable iron. .

Gryfe Mill, a little to the east from Bridge Weir, occupied by
Messrs John Freeland and Company, was built in 1798, is upwards
of 190 feet, within the walls, in length, 84 feet in width within the
walls, 50 feet in height, contains 18,000 spindles, 35 spinners,
with ample preparation, wrought with a water-wheel of iron 18%
feet in diameter, by 12 broad, lighted by gas, employs regularly
upwards of 260 hands ; wages paid every second Saturday, amount-
ing to upwards of L. 200 Sterling.

Crosslie Mill, occupied by Messrs William Stevenson and Sons,
built in 1798, length 190 feet, breadth 38 feet, and six stories
high, driven by one of the largest cast iron wheels in the county,
heing 26 feet in diameter, and 12 feet broad, estimated at 70 horse
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power ; 300 persons employed in it ; their average wages amount to
L. 115 per week.

Houston Cotton Mill, on the burn of Houston, occupied by Mr
Arrol, built about the year 1793. The present occupier has since
added about one-third to the building, and filled it with machinery.
It is 95 feet long within the walls, 33} wide, and 4 stories high,
containing 9000 mule spindles, with preparations, driven by a water
wheel 30 feet diameter, by 4 wide, reckoned at about 18 horse power.
There is also an engine attached to this mill, which is employ-
ed in dry weather. The number of workers engaged is about
140; 17 of these are spinners from twenty-five to forty-five years of
age, the rest are boys and girls from ten to twenty years of age.
The occupier of this mill has not stated any thing respecting the
wages of the work-people ; but remarks, that there are several capi-
tal sites in the upper parts of the united parishes for collecting
water in winter, which if held in lease by him, would supersede the
ﬁre-engme, but the rent asked for the land there was more than
could be given.  Several of the proprietors of mills upon the Gryfe
have made similar remarks, stating their wish to have additional re-
servoirs of water, but that a higher rent for the land was asked than
they could agree to pay.

Houston Bleachfield, on Houston Burn, occupied by Messrs J.
and J. Carlisle, is mostly employed by the manufacturers of Glas-
gow and Paisley. About 50 people are engaged in the bleaching
annually of about 4000 Ibs. cotton yarn, and 60,000 lbs. linen yarn
and thread, and in the whitening and drying of about 12000 1bs. of
Chinese raw silk. The men are paid at the rate of 9s. to L. 1,
and the females from 5s. to 7s. per week. They are mostly na-
tives of Argy]eshlre.

V.—ParocuiarL EcoNomy.

Villages.—There are three villages. The nearest market-town
is Paisley, seven miles distant from the church of Houston ; but
there is a market for a variety of articles also in the large and po-
pulous village of Johnstone, about three miles distant.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church was built in 1775, is con-
veniently situated, and accommodates above 800 people. Di-

" vine service is generally well attended. There are no Dissent-
ing or Seceding chapels within the united parishes; but there are
houses of worship for most of the different descriptions of Dissent~
ers and Seceders, not distant, in several neighbouring parishes.
The manse was built about thirty—two vears ago. The glebe is
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six acres in extent; the stipend 8 chalders of oatmeal and 8
chalders of barley.*

Education.—There is one parochial school,—the branches
taught are, Latin, English, English grammar, writing, arithmetic,
book-keeping, and geography; schoolmaster’s salary L. 34, 4s.41d.
Sterling ; amount of school fees about L.28; he has the le-
gal accommodation. He has some additional income as clerk to the
kirk-session. 'The general expense of education is very moderate,
—only about 14s. Sterling per annum. There are four private
schools, in which, excepting Latin and geography, the branches
already stated are taught. The teachers are paid by those who
employ them. Perhaps the most visible change in the people since
the facilities of education were increased is, that they appear now
to be all politicians. :

Literature.— There is a library in the village of Houston ; news-
papers are common.

Poor and Parochial Funds.— The average number of poor re-
ceiving parochial aid, 28 ; average sum allotted to each per week
1s. 84d. One insane pauper lodged in the asylum at Glasgow,
costs the poors’ funds about L. 20 Sterling yearly. There is only
one small asylum in this very populous county of Renfrew,—about
two miles below Greenock. The want of a much larger one, and
in a more central place of the county, is felt very severely, and
ought to be provided for.

Annual contributions for the poor, at an average,—at the doors
of Houston church, L. 58 ; from annual proclamation of banns, and
mortcloth money, L. 7, 4s.; interest of L. 190 of stock in the
bank, at 24 per cent. L. 4, 15s. ; annual donations from the he-
ritors and proprietors of public works for twenty years past, only
L.20; total, L.89, 19s. But the parochial minister has re-
peatedly represented to the heritors and proprietors of the public

® The following statement may perhaps be of some interest to patrons and presby-
teries. The present incumbent, after having been a minister in a Chapel of Ease, was
unanimously admitted assistant minister and successor to his fatber in these united pa-
rishes, in June 1781 ; he was afterwards admitted minister of Neilston in March 1785;
and after the decease of his father, he was again admitted minister in the united parishes
here in September 1797. The Rev. Mr Forrest, late minister of Port-Glasgow, presid-
ed at both of these admissions at Houston. Asitis a vice-patronage here, the late Mr
Fleming of Barochan challenged Mr Spiers of Elderslie’s right respecting the said
sccond admission at Houston, alleging that Mr Spiers had exhausted his right b
the first admission of the present incumbent ; but the Court of Session decided unani-
mously in favour of Mr Spiers's right to present, and Mr Fleming acquiesced. Was

this decision founded on the principle, that where there is no actual vacancy there can
be no legal presentation ?
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works in Houston and Killallan, the absolute necessity, in these
parishes, crowded with public works, and several rising villages,
either to enlarge their contributions, or to assess the parish.

There seems to be no disposition among the poor to refrain from
seeking parochial relief, or to consider it as degrading ; the former
independent spirit of the Scotch seems much on the decline in all
the manufacturing districts ; and what is perhaps still more to be
regretted, many children neglect their parents in old age, and even
parents desert their children. :

Fairs.—Fairs are yearly in May, for milch cows, young cattle,
and Highland cattle.

Inns.—These are numerous, and their effects obvious.

Fuel.—Coals are abundant at three miles distance, and peats at
two miles; but the former are sold at a high price, owing to the
great demand.

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

The state of the united parishes at present, crowded as they are
with public works, and a population collected from all quarters, is
very different from its state at the time of the former Statistical
Account, when the people were principally employed in the pur-
suits of an agricultural and pastoral life, and when strangers had
not much mingled with them.

Improvements in agriculture might still proceed, were leases for
nineteen years granted, not at the price of grain during the last and
long-continued war with France, but at the market price of grain
for several years past, and were some other reasonable encourage-
ments given.

With regard to what might promote the progress of industry,
and the happiness and comfort of the labouring classes, the writer
is humbly of opinion, that by such an increase of knowledge in re-
ligion, morals, history, and some of the most useful arts and sciences,
as would induce them to persevere in habits of industry, sobriety,
and economy, and to cherish the feeling of self-respect, and counter-
act the prevailing spirit of a reckless improvidence,—much misery
might be prevented.*

The large moss in the parish of Killallan belongs partly to the
estate of Barochan and partly to that of Fulwood. It was divid-
ed by a decree of the Court of Session about twenty-nine years

® It was from an earnest desire to promote these ends that the parochial minister

frequently recommended attention to & library of valuable books, from the pulpit,
and that he has from time to time contributed to the library of Houston and Killallan.
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ago or thereabouts. Mr Spiers, the proprietor of Fulwood, has
planted a great part of his portion with Scotch firs; but the trees
have not thriven on this moss, probably in consequence of the
moss being too wet. Little other improvement has been attempt-
ed, except near the edges, where the peat has been mostly remov-
ed, and there a few acres have been occasionally reclaimed. There
is a good deal of bent land of the same description that might
easily be brought into cultivation ; but the greatest bar to improve-
ment is the wetness and want of access. The first thing, then, to
be done, is to lay it as dry as possible, and then to make a road
through it, which would admit of the transit of peats, and facili-
tate the clearing of the moss, preparatory to improvement.

Moss can be made into a very good manure by being mixed
with oil, and at a moderate expense, particularly when oil is cheap.
The experiment lately tried by Mr Fleming perfectly succeeded.
The proportions were 3 cwt. of oil to 60 cubic yards of moss.
The moss was spread on the ground about one and a-half feet, and
covered with long horse litter, weeds, &c. an inch or two thick,
(a cart or two is sufficient for this quantity of moss.) Above
this, another layer of moss was laid of one foot thick, and the
three cwt. of oil poured over it as equally as possible. The whole
was then covered up with eight inches or a foot of moss, and
allowed to heat for three weeks, (the time, however, must depend
on the weather.) When it had stood for this period it was turn-
ed over, and when again well heated for a fortnight, it was ready
to be laid on turnip land,—the texture of the moss having been
by this time completely altered, and become in appearance a black,
greasy, rich mould.

The turnips were not sown until the middle of July with the
moss manure, which was used in the proportion of 30 cubic yards
per acre; and from being too late, and the season wet and bad,
the crop was far from good, though quite as mugch so as those sown
on the same land, at the same time, and with the same quantity
of the best short cow dung ; and this year the oats look as well on
the land manured with the moss as on that of the same description
which was manured with the dung at the same time. The cost of
the compound was as follows, (the oil being very dear in 1830, at
which period the experiment was made:) coarse' train oil 3 cwt.,
L. 8, 10s.; horse litter, 5s.; driving moss, 70 cubic yards,
L.1, 10s.; working and turning, 10s.; expense of 60 cubic
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yards manure, at 1s. 11d. per cubic yard, L.5, 15s. The
oil in 1831 was so high in price that blubber was substitut-
ed by Mr Fleming, which cost L. 10 per ton, and double the
quantity was used to the same number of cubic yards of moss.
This did not, however, answer quite so well as the oil, it taking a
longer time to heat and mix with the moss, that is, from two to
three months, before it was ready; but the time it takes to heat
depends very. much on the season of the year and the state of the
moss, which ought to be exposed to the air and frost, six or eight
months before it is used, and ought not to be used in too wet a
state. Six acres of barley were manured with this composition
in 183]1. The compound of oil and moss not having been long
enough made, it did not become firm enough for turnips, and did
not consequently answer for them; but the barley crop has been
good, and the field looks well, having been sown down with grass
seeds.

Revised January 1836.

PARISH OF KILMALCOLM.

PRESBYTERY OF GREENOCK, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. ROBERT CAMERON, MINISTER.

I.—TorocrarHY AND NaTURAL HisTORY.
Extent, Boundaries.— THE extent of the parish is about 6 miles

square ; it is bounded on the west by the parishes of Port-Glas-
gow, Greenock, Innerkip, and Largs ; on the east by Killallan and
Houston; on the south by Kilbarchan and Lochwinnoch ; and on
the north by Erskine and the river Clyde.

Topographical Appearances.—The general appearance of the
parish partakes of the Highland character. The lands in general
rise in gentle swells from the river; and in some places are rocky
and moorish. Here and there, are clumps of planting, which give
a beauty and variety to the surrounding scenery. This is parti-
cularly the case towards the south. The village is about 850
feet above the level of the sea, and few spots command a more
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rich and beautiful view than the rising grounds on the shore. At
certain seasons of the year, there are heavy falls of rain, attend-
ed with high winds, which injure the fields and gardens. The
climate is moist, and all the houses are more or less affected
with dampness. The inhabitants are generally healthy. In-
flammations and rheumatic affections are the most prevailing dis-
eases.

Hydrography.— The Frith of Clyde bounds the parish between
three and four miles on the north. The waters of the Grieff and
Duchall rise in the west, and run in a southerly direction through
the whole length of the parish,—unite their streams,—change their
course eastwards, and discharge their waters into the river Cart,
which falls into the Clyde at Inchinpan. The parish abounds
with excellent water. During very dry seasons, some of the surface
springs disappear,—which, however, occasions no inconvenience,
as the perennial springs are numerous, and yield an ample supply
of the finest water at all times,

Geology.— The rocks that abound in this parish are of granite,
and in some places of great depth. _Some simple minerals have
been found from time to time. The soil on the rocks is light and
gravelly, and upon the high-lands is covered with heath and wild
flowers. The vegetable productions and other plants are all of
the common kind.

Roology.— A few years ago, a bull and two cows of the aborigi-
nal breed of the country were brought into the parish from Eglin-
ton Castle. They are entirely white, and continue so shy that
they will allow no one to approach them. The flesh of these ani-
mals, it is believed, has neither the richness nor the flavour of the
Highland breed of cattle. ‘

The streams abound with excellent fish; such as trout and par.
At the end of the year, the salmon come from the Clyde up the
small river, where they deposit large quantities of fry, which return
to the salt water in the month of April. So rapid is their growth in
salt water that, report says, they have increased in length eighteen
inches. A small piece cut out of the fin is the usual mark by
which this fact has been ascertained.

IL—Civir HisTory.

Some account of this parish is contained in the histories of
Renfrewhire that have been published from time to time,—such
as those of Semple, Crawford, and Wilson. There are no sepa-
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rate maps of the parish; but it is delineated in the map of Ren-
frewshire, where it is described as the most extensive in the coun-
ty, in point of surface. The Lords Lyles and the Earls of Glen-
cairn had property in the parish and seats in the church ; and some
of them were interred in the cemetery of the church.

Land-owners.—The chief heritors are, James Corbet Porter-
field ; W. C. C. Graham ; Robert Farquhar; William Macdowall ;
and John May, Esgs.

Parochial Registers.—The parochial registers do not extend far
back; neither have they been regularly kept. The first entry is
made in the year 1707. A parochial register is now regularly
kept.

pBuildings.—The church may be said to be the only public
building in the parish. The houses of Duchall, Carruth, Finlay-
ston, and Broadfield, are, however, modern mansions, and elegant-
ly and commodiously built. The House of Finlayston commands
a beautiful and extensive view of the Clyde.

There are three mills in the parish for grinding oats and
barley.

IIL—PoruraTION.

The population of the parish was, according to the census of 1801, . 1100
1811, . 1474
1821, . 1600
1831, . 1613

of whom there were, males, 756; females, 857
The village contains 367 inhabitants ; the country part of the parish 1246.

The yearly average of births, &c. for the seven years preceding
1833 is as follows: Baptisms, 23 ; Marriages, 174 ; Burials, 174.

Fourteen individuals in the parish draw upwards of L.50 yearly
from land, and are all independent in their circumstances. There
are also 227 houses inhabited by 300 families. There are 2 per-
sons blind, 8 deaf and dumb, and 1 insane.

It is pleasing to see the improvement that has taken place in
the character and manners of the people. The church is more
regularly attended ; the people are cleanly, and their dress taste-
ful. Their manners and language are also improving, and they are _
not surpassed in religion or morality by any around them.

During the last three years there have been four illegitimate
births in the parish. -

IV.—INDUsTRY.
353 males are employed in agriculture above twenty years of
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age; 13 in manufactures; and 57 in the retail of grocery goods,
&c. There are 104 family servants, and 2 surgeons.

Cultivated or occasionally in tillage, - 8000 acres.
Constantly waste, or in pasture, - - 22000
That might be profitably cultivated, - 1000
Under wocd, natural Zi planted 205, - 225
In undivided common, Duchall moor, - 5800

Agriculture.—The soil is light. A large quantity of land in the
parish has not been brought into a state of cultivation. This is
no doubt owing, in a great measure, to its general sterility, and the
consequent expense attending improvements. The farmer has
done much, but cannot be expected to do all, unless he receive
considerable assistance and encouragement.

Rent of Land.—The average rent of land per acre is L. 1; for
grazing an ox, L.3; for pasturing a sheep, 5s. Real rent of the
parish about L. 7000.

Husbandry.—The cattle in general are of the Ayrshire breed,
and some of the farmers along the moors keep sheep, which pas-
ture on Duchall moor. The usual course of husbandry is pursued,
and considerable improvement has been made in this department
within these few years. The farmers were, some time ago, thought
rather behind their neighbours; but, considering the nature of the
soil, there is now no ground for such complaint. Their crops
bring as high prices at the market as those of the adjoining pa-
rishes. Leases are in general for nineteen years. The farm-
steadings are not in good order ; but some new ones are build-
ing, which will be a great improvement.

Produce.—The average yearly amount and value of raw produce
raised in the parish, may be as follows :

Grain of all kinds, - L. 8000
Potatoes and turnips, - 5000
Hay, - - . - 1500
Land in pasture, - - 3150
Gardens, - B - 80
Miscellaneous produce, - 200

L. 17,930
V.—ParocaiaL EcoNomy.

Kilmalcolm is the only village in the parish, and is distant about
four miles from Port-Glasgow, which is the nearest market and
post-town. The public roads, on which there are two toll-bars,
are kept in good repair, and extend in length about six miles. The
bridges are also kept in good order. The fences are but indiffe-
rent,—no great taste or care being shown in this respect. It is
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hoped that more attention will be bestowed on them in future, as
it may be the means of preventing serious accidents, several of
which have taken place.

Ecclesiastical State.—The parish church stands in the village,
and is not conveniently situated for the population. To the west
and south, many are four miles distant,—so that it is almost impos-
sible, during a great part of the year, for the old and infirm to at-
- tend public worship, which is a subject of regret. A new parish
church was built about two years ago, and'is in excellent repair.
It can accommodate about 1000 persons, and is too large for the
present population.

The manse was built more than a century ago, and has under-
gone some exteusive alterations and repairs. Upwards of forty
years ago, two wings were added to it, and a handsome porch,—
which render the house as convenient as any modern manse in the
neighbourhood. The glebe lands, including the garden and the
site of the manse, consist of about 8 acres. The soil in many
places is very shallow, and cannot be valued at more than L. 13.

The stipend is 16 chalders, half meal half barley, convertible at
the highest fiar prices of the county,—besides L. 8, 6s. 8d. for com-
munion elements. ,

There are two meeting-houses in the parish : one belongs to a
few Baptists, and the other to the sect denominated the Reform-
ed Presbytery. No emolument is attached to the former; and the
latter is supported from collections and seat rents. These meeting-
houses are attended by few who belong to the parish. The Bap- -
tists may number about 10 individuals, and the Reformed Pres-
bytery about 20 members; but neither of these bodies is on the
increase. 'The great body of the people attend the Established
church. There are 400 communicants on an average, who receive
the sacrament,—which, considering the population, is a large num-
ber. The young seem all to express a desire to join the church at
a certain age.

Education.— There are six schools in the parish, and the paro-
chial school is in the village. The teacher has the maximum salary,
a dwelling-house and garden. The branches of education taught
are, reading, writing, and arithmetic, more being seldom required.
The emoluments of the private teachers arise from school-fees,—
a school-room and dwelling-house being provided by the people.
There are no persons in the parish who cannot read, and the young
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do so remarkably well. All seem alive to the benefit and necessity
of education.

Literature.—A circulating library was lately established in the
parish, which has been in active operation for more than a year.
Could a fair judgment be formed from the past, it is probable that
this infant institution may succeed ; but country people, from many
causes, do not read much. There are no reading-rooms in the pa-
rish ; but several newspapers circulate, upon all sides of politics.

Charitable Institutions.—There are no charitable institutions,
with the exception of a Friendly Society, which a few individuals
have formed for mutual support.

Poor.—There are at present 14 poor upon the roll, who re-
ceive according to their circumstances. Should they be able to
work a little, they get 1s. per week ; and when unable to doany thing
they are allowed upon an average 2s. Each of them also receives
a quantity of coals at the new year, equal in value to 10s. When
sick, a small sum is generally added to their weekly allowance, and
medical attendance and medicines are provided for them. Itisa
subject of surprise how they manage to live, and make so few com-
plaints. They, however, do not look upon this kind of charity as
in any way degrading; and children, in good circumstances, have
been known to allow their parents to receive it.

The funds from which the poor are supplied are derived from
collections at the church doors, fees of proclamations, and the pro-
fits arising from the letting out of a hearse and mortcloth. The
deficiency is made up by the heritors, according to their valuations.

The average annual amount of church collections for the poor
is about L. 18.

Fairs.—At present there are no fairs. Some time ago, an an-
nual fair was held here ; but the only memorial of it now is the
- assembling together of a few people in the village, who spend an
hour or two in conversing upon the days that are gone by.

Alehouses.—In this parish, there are seven alehouses. They are
not all, however, well attended, and it is rarely that the people go
to excess in drinking.

Fuel.—Coal and peat are generally used as fuel. The coal is
at a considerable distance, and is expensive in the carriage.

MisceELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

The moral condition of the people has of late been im-
proved. The general appearance of the parish is also changed
for the better. Green fields now appear where formerly stones
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and brambles were only to be seen. Clumps of planting are
rising all over the parish, which are already affording shelter, and
adding beauty to the scenery; and tracks, on which nothing met
the view but barren rocks, are now covered with the fir, the birch,
and the spruce. 'The manner of cultivating the land is all modern.
Excellent cattle and good instruments of husbandry abound. It
may be fairly said, that few places have made more progress in im-
provement, and there is little doubt that it will continue.

It is worthy of remark, that the sacrament of the Lord’s sup-
per was dispensed in this parish, by the celebrated John Knox,
in the house of Finlayston, then belonging to the Earl of Glencairn.
The cups used upon this occasion were two candlesticks of the
finest silver. The lower part or sole formed the cup, which was
screwed into the upper. These cups were used in the parish church
at the dispensation of the sacrament so long as that family con-
tinued in the parish. Then they were replaced by four copper cups
gilt, furnished by the Countess of Glencairn, who, it is said, car-
ried the silver cups along with her. Report also states that these
cups are still in the possession of the friends of that family.

January 1836.

PARISH OF PORT-GLASGOW.

I'RESBYTERY OF GREENOCK, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. JAMES BARR, D.D. MINISTER.

I.—ToroerapPuy AND NaTuraL History.

Name.—THis place originally formed part of the adjoining pa-
rish of Kilmalcolm, and consisted of the small village of Newark,
so called from the barony of that name which lay in its immediate
vicinity. The land on which the town stands was, in 1668, pur-
chased from Sir Patrick Maxwell of Newark, by the magistrates of
Glasgow, with a view to provide a convenient harbour for the ves-
sels belonging to the merchants of that city. In the year 1695, it
was, by the competent authority, disjoined from Kilmalcolm, and,
with a few farms in the neighbourhood attached to it, erected into
a distinet parish, under the name of New Port-Glasgow, or more
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commonly Port-Glasgow,—a name simply expressing the design of
its erection, as the Port of Glasgow.

Eztent.—In its form, this parish approaches nearly to a square,
and does not exceed an English mile either in length or breadth. It
has for its boundaries the river Clyde on the north, the east pa-
rish of Greenock on the west, and Kilmalcolm both on the east and
the south. The land presents a very irregular appearance, consist-
ing chiefly of hills which rise immediately behind the town in two
successive ridges to a considerable height, and which, covered with
wood and verdure, exhibit a beautiful object to travellers passing
along the river, and richly reward the labour of an ascent, by af-
fording an extensive view of the surrounding country, not surpas-
sed in grandeur and loveliness even by the most admired scenes of
which England, and perhaps Europe can boast. From the top of
these hills, and nearly on a level with it, the parish extends in a
southerly direction to the distance of about half a-mile, and is divid-
ed into seven farms, some of them considerable in size, but all of
them in a very imperfect state of cultivation, and naturally of a cold
and barren soil. By far the most valuable portion of the land of this
parish lies along the bank of the river, to the extent of about 300
yards from the water’s edge ; the whole of which has long been con-
verted into garden ground, and furnishes a supply both of vege-
tables and fruit, excellent in quality, and in quantity much more
abundant than is required for the use of the inhabitants.

Climate.— The proportion of wet weather here, as in other places
along the coast, has been ascertained to be considerably greater
than in those districts which lie farther removed fram the sea. In
addition to other causes of a more general nature, the high lands
in the immediate neighbourhood may have some influence in con-
tributing to the moisture of the atmosphere. Certain it is that the
heights above the town have the effect of intercepting the sun’s rays,
and do not permit them to fall on it during nearly six weeks in the
winter. It would be difficult to specify any diseases which can be
said to be peculiarly prevalent in this parish. Few places of equal
extent contain a greater number of very old people ; a circumstance
which sufficiently indicates the salubrity of the climate.

River.— The breadth of the river here does not exceed two miles,
and the greater part of it is dry at low water. But the channel of
the river in every state of the tide contains a depth of water suffi-
cient to keep afloat vessels of the largest dimensions, with their
full cargo in perfect security. In ordinary tides, the water rises to
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the height of 9 feet, and to the height of 11 feet in spring-tides.
Very few fishes are taken at this place, and these only small in size,
and of the most common kinds. During the winter months, immense
quantities of sea-fowl frequent the river, including barnacle, teal,
and other species of the duck tribe.

IL—Civir HisTory.

Proprietors.—The landward part of this parish belongs to Mr
Farquhar of London, who purchased it from Lord Belhaven a few
years ago. 'The same gentleman also holds the right of superiority
over a considerable part of the town, with the gardens adjoining to
it, upon which he levies an annual feu-duty at the rate of L.2 per
acre. Of the remaining portion of the town, the superiority is vest-
ed in the city of Glasgow. The Castle of Newark stands at the
eastern extremity of the bay to which it has given its name, on a
point of land projecting into the river, and which commands a mag-
nificent view of the surrounding scenery. It is built in the castel-
lated form, and when fortified, must have been a place of great
strength. The building has been long in a ruinous condition, and
is now interesting only as a venerable monument of feudal grandeur,
a memorial of the spirit and character of a barbarous age.

Town.—In its general appearance, the town presents an aspect
of neatness and regularity, not often to be met with. The streets
are straight, and for the most part cross each other at right angles ;
while the houses, pretty nearly equal in size, and generally white-
washed, give to the whole a light and uniform appearance. The
only modern buildings worthy of notice are the town-house and the
parish church. Of these the former is of plain but substantial work-
manship, ornamented in front with a portico, resting on four massy
fluted pillars, surmounted with a handsome spire, which rises from
the centre. The ground floor has been chiefly laid out in shops;
but the upper story, in addition to the chambers of the council and
town-clerk, contains a large and commodious reading-room, with
several apartments which are occupied as counting-rooms for mer-
cantile business. The parish church was built in 1823, and con-
tains accommodation for above 1200 sitters. It is square in form,
and plain in the outward appearance, but has been much and de-
servedly admired for the simple elegance of its internal construc-
tion. The wealthier inhabitants of the place did themselves great
honour, and set a valuable example to others, by gratuitously con-
tributing L. 1500 towards the expense of its erection. There are
two other places of public worship; the one, a chapel of ease be-
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longing to the Establishment, capable of accommodating 1500 per-
sons; the other in connection with the Associate Synod.

Constitution of the Burgh.—In 1775, a charier was obtained
from Parliament conferring on the town the privileges of a burgh
of barony, and granting a constitution which vested the manage-
ment of its municipal affairs in a council of 18, including 2 bail-
ies. By the late Burgh Reform Act, the number was reduced
to 9; consisting of a provost, 2 bailies, and 6 councillors. The
town has by the Reform Bill been elevated to the rank of a Par-
liamentary burgh. It embraces a constituency of 211 qualified
voters; and joins with Kilmarnock, Rutherglen, Dumbarton, and
Renfrew, in sending a Member to Parliament.

Revenxe.—In the year 1834, the revenue amounted to L.1951,
7s. 7d.,—obtained from the rent of church seats, from a tax on
houses, from anchorage-dues, dock-dues, the rent of warehouses,
the sale of gas, flesh and fish markets, and a few other sources of
public income. About the one-half of this revenue is required to
pay the interest of an accumulated debt; and the remainder goes
to meet the necessary demands for minister’s stipend, the salaries
of public officers, and other expenses incurred in conducting the
affairs of the town, and promoting the comfort of its inhabitants.

IIL.—PoruraTION.

There are no documents from which to ascertain the exact num-
ber of people that resided in this parish at the time of its erec-
tion. In 1700, it did not contain a population of more than 400
souls; but in 1718, when the first parish church was built, the in-
habitants amounted to twice that number. From this period the
population continued steadily, though not rapidly, to increase, un-
til the year 1790, when it consisted of 4036 persons. In conse-
quence of the American war, which had an injurious effect on the
trade of this place, the population underwent a considerable dimi-
nution; for by the census that took place by order of Government,

In 1801, it was found to be, . . 8865

1811, it amountedto . . . 5116
18‘21. . . 5262
1881, 5192
Comprehending, of males, 2186 of fema]u, 3007
Making, families, 1279
Inhabiting houses, . 400

Including families emplo, ed in ngﬂculture, . 7
y trade and manufictures, 435

The comparatively slow increase of population in this place, and
its occasional falling off, may be traced to the fluctuations of fo-

reign trade, on which it has chiefly depended for its support, and
RENFREW.
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also to the influence of competition, exercised by the neighbouring
portsof Greenock and Glasgow : but it is proper to add, that the
trifling decrease which appears in the census of 1831 has been far
more than made up since that period, as appears from a survey
taken expressly for this work in the summer of 1835, and by which
the population of this town and parish is ascertained to be as fol-

lows, viz.

The number of inhabitants, . . 6018

males, 2856 ; females, 3162
families, . . 1832
persons under 135 years of age, . 2122
between 15 and 30, . 1910
30 and 50, . 1394
50 and 70, . 494
above 70, . 98

Character of the People.— The inhabitants of this place are ge-
nerally well informed, diligent in business, and liberal in charity.
They may be characterized also as a church-going people. Dur-
ing the last year, there were only two prisoners confined upon
charges of a serious nature, and a few others for minor offences.
In the year 1790, with a population of 4000, there were no less
than 81 public-houses in the town. It is gratifying to be able to
state, that in March 1835, and with a population of about 6000,
the number of public-houses had been reduced to 70. It would
be still more gratifying to be able to add, that the practice of in-
temperance has diminished in the same proportion. Appearances,
however, do not by any means warrant such a conclusion, and seem
to indicate, that intemperance never prevailed among the lower
classes of society to a wider and more alarming extent than in the
present day.

The people of this place exhibit all those characters and habits
which commonly distinguish the inhabitants of sea-port towns.
Engaged in maritime and mercantile avocations, they cannot be

. expected to have either time or taste for the pursuits of literature ;
yet many of them have received the advantage of a liberal educa-
tion, and they are, generally speaking, highly respectable in point
of intelligence and judgment. Nowhere is the principle of attach-
ment to the British constitution and government, both in church
and state, more deeply rooted, more steadfastly maintained, or
more unequivocally expressed, than among the people of Port-
Glasgow. Few of them possess great wealth, but a large number
are in circumstances of independence. The working classes are
in general well employed, and obtain good wages. Upon the
whole, all ranks of society may be said to enjoy, in a superior de-
gree, the means of comfortable subsistence; and, were they all as
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provident as they are industrious, the evils of pauperism would be
confined within very narrow and manageable limits indeed.
IV.—InpusTRY.

Manufactures—The Gourock Rope-work Company have long
had a branch of their establishment here, for the manufacture both
of rope and sail-cloth. The canvas factory, which has of late
been considerably enlarged, gives employment at present to about
200 men, at 12s. a-week, and 81 boys, at 3s. 6d.; and 71 women,
at 4s. 6d., and 67 girls; at 3s. 6d. In the rope-work department,
45 men are employed, each receiving 15s. a-week, assisted by a
number of boys. In both, the number of workers amounts to 474,
male and female.

There are at present only two houses actively engaged in the
business of sugar-refining. The one, on a comparatively small scale,
in which the old process of making refined sugar is adhered to.
In the other, which is of large extent, the new system of refining
by steam is followed. In connection with these, about 50 men are
regularly employed within doors, whose wages vary from 12s. to
L. 1, 10s. per week.

Ship-Building.— The work of ship-building is carried on here to
a considerable extent. Of late years the carpenters have been
chiefly employed in the construction of steam-boats, of which they
have produced a great number, some of them of the largest class,
and all of them of very superior workmanship. At present this de-
partment of maritime industry gives employment to nearly 200 men,
at the rate of about L. 1 or L. 1, 1s. a-week, besides a number of
apprentices.

Trade.—Vast improvements have in the course of the last few
years been effected, in deepening the river, and otherwise increas-
ing its facilities of navigation. These, as was to be expected, have
proved injurious to the commercial interests of the outports on the
Clyde. In the year 1811, the coasting trade of Port-Glasgow
employed 400 vessels and 1300 seamen. Owing to the facility
with which vessels of inferior burden find their way up the river,
nearly the whole of this portion of the trade has been transferred
to Glasgow. The foreign trade of this port may be estimated by
the following table for the year 1834.  The arrivals during that

year were the following :

Ships carrying Tons.
From the West Indies, - 26 6934

East Indies, - 3 - 1040
British North America, 36 - 17817
the United States, - 6 - 1857
the Mediterranean, - 11 - 1545

Making in all, —~82 ~—28693
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During the same year the export trade was carried on to the
following extent :

Vessels. Tons.

To the West Indies, - 29 - 7522
East Indies, - 12 - 395
British North America, 0 - 14320
the United States, - 4 - 1201
the Mediterranean, - 11 - 1585
Inall, - 86 - 28530

The following table presents a comparatwe view of the foreign
trade of this port:

Inwards.

In 1825, the number of veasel.s was 72, be-rmg 21485 tons.
1890, - 80 21972
1834, - - - 82 . 28693

Outwards.
1825, - - - 80 - 24791
1830, - - - 86 - 24762
1834, 88

From the above statement, it appears that the trade of this place,
notwithstanding the disadvantages with which it has to contend, is
in a course of steady though not rapid increase. The amount of
revenue collected at this port has indeed sustained a very large re-
duction within the last few years. Thus,

In 1880, the revenue amounted to L. 243,349 8 1
1832, - - - 185496 18 64
1834, - - . 140,284 8 10

This defalcation may, however, be accounted for by simply stat-
ing the fact, that the duties upon tobacco, which were formerly
collected here, are now paid in Glasgow, lately constituted a bond-
ing port for that article; and which duties are more than sufficient
to make up the deficiency exhibited in the present state of the re-
venue.

British manufactures of every description are shipped here in
large quantities; and in return all the ordinary articles of foreign
produce are imported, including tea, which, though it may not add
greatly to the trade of the port, will probably realize a considerable
addition of revenue. Port-Glasgow is the principal port on the
Clyde for the importation of North American timber, for which
secure and extensive accommodation has been provided in the
wood-ponds, which are constructed along the shore in the imme-
diate vicinity of the harbours. The extent to which this branch
of the trade has been carried on will appear from the subjoined
account of the quantities imported :

In 1825 amounting to 19650 tons.
1829 - 16620
1834 - 27975
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In the beginning of the year 1835, thie harbours of Port-Glas-
gow contained vessels which measured in all 12,000 tons, being
the largest amount of tonnage ever known to have been in this
port at one time. It may be proper to state, that formerly, the
trade of this place was almost entirely carried on in ships which
were the property of merchants in Glasgow. Of late years, how-
ever, the people of Port-Glasgow have become ship-owners to a
considerable extent; and at present about one-fourth part of the
whole, or above 7000 tons of shipping, belong to individuals resi-
dent in the town. If that spirit of commercial enterprise which
has already embarked a large capital in this way, shall continue to
discover itself as it has done for the last ten years, not only an in-
crease of trade may be anticipated, but the port will acquire more
and more of an independent character.

Harbours.— Attached to this port are two capacious harbours,
substantially built, and so completely sheltered from the storm that™
the vessels moored in them have seldom been found to suffer injury
even from the severest weather. These are furnished with ample
quay and shed-room, together with a commodious graving-dock,
the oldest in Scotland, but lately improved at a great expense for
repairing vessels. The largest vessels that trade to Clyde are
found at this port, measuring about 600 tons ; a few of them regis-
ter for upwards of 650 tons ; and all of them carrying nearly double
the amount of their register tonnage.  Yet such is the facility of
access to the harbour, that these vessels which draw twenty-one
feet of water, are towed up and down in the channel of the river
with the greatest ease and in perfect safety.

Wet-Dock, &c.— A very important addition to the harbour accom-
modation of Port-Glasgow is about to be obtained in the erection
of wet-docks. 'The present harbours being found too small for the
increasing number of ships belonging to the port, the inhabitants
of the town resolved to avail themselves of their local advantages
by converting the Bay of Newark, which is paturally adapted to
the purpose, into a spacious dock, where vessels of the largest class
might lie securely afloat in every state of the tide. Accordingly,
the trustees of the harbour obtained an act of Parliament investing
them with the necessary powers for carrying this desirable object
into effect; and funds having been procured to the amount of
L. 85,000, they were enabled to commence the work, which is now
in rapid progress, with every prospect of being finished by the end
of this year. This, when completed, will be the only dock of the
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same kind on the west coast of Scotland; and, from its large ex-
tent and spacious quays, with a depth of water equal to twenty-five
feet alongside of them, will hold out very superior advantages to
the trade, both in point of security and convenience.

A pretty correct idea may be formed of the improving trade of
this port, by a reference to the amount of harbour revenue collect-
ed during some of the preceding years. The revenue derived from
the harbour in 1831, amounted to L. 1454, 0s. 9d.; in 1834, to
1.1639, 6s. The charges levied at this port are all on the most
moderate scale, and fall very considerably below the rates imposed
at the neighbouring ports of Greenock and Glasgow. To mer-
chants engaged in the trade of Clyde, the harbour of Port-Glas-
gow now presents the double advantage of comparatively low charges
and vastly superior accommodation.

Besides, the privileges of the warehousing system at this port
are on a footing equal to those of any other port in the kingdom.
Warehouse-room is provided on a very extensive scale, and is open
for the general accommodation of the trade on very moderate terms.
The buildings are all-of stone, and, with one exception, they are
all of special security. In addition to the regular bonded ware-
houses, there is a large area for receiving wood into bond, and an
excellent warehouse for crushing refined sugars, in which large
quantities of that article are prepared for exportation to the Me-
diterranean markets.

V.—Parocuiar Economy.

Ecclesiastical State.— The parish church stands in a very con-
venient situation, and is in excellent repair. It affords accommo-
dation for 1260 sitters, including 50 free sittings for the poor, and
is ordinarily attended by a congregation of about 1150 persons.
The present stipend of the minister, as fixed in 1828, is L. 250,
with an allowance of L. 27 yearly for a house, and L. 8 for a gar-
den. The sum of L. 5 is allowed for communion elements; and,
to meet the expenses of an additional communion in the winter, the
sum of L. 15 is granted. 'The average revenue actually drawn for
seat-rents in the parish church during the last ten years has been at
the rate of L. 489, 16s. per annum. For some years a parochial
missionary has been employed here, whose salary is raised by con-
tributions from the congregation connected with the parish church.
In the year 1774, a chapel of ease was built in this place, capable
of accommodating 1500 sitters, and which for a long time conti-
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nued to be well attended ; but for many years the number of stated
hearers has not, it would seem, at an average exceeded 200 per-
sons of all ages. The minister of the chapel has secured to him
by bond a salary of L. 100 a-year.

This parish contains only one dissenting place of worship, which
is in connection with the Associate Synod. It accommodates about
800, and is attended by a congregation amounting to about one-
half of that number. Not less than 1600 persons professedly be-
long to the Established Church.  Of these there are in full com-
munion with the church, 1825 ; communicants with the Dissenters
are 351; Roman Catholics, 332.

It cannot be alleged that there is any want of church accommo-
dation in this parish, for there are in it places of worship capable
of containing one-half of the inhabitants; yet the fact has been
recently ascertained, that 833, or about one-seventh part of the
whole population, have not seats in any place of worship, are mem-
bers of no Christian congregation, and do not observe even the
forms of a religious profession.

Societies for religious purposes exist here in great variety, and
are in general respectably supported ; including a Bible Society,
Auxiliary Missionary and Gaelic School Societies, with many others,
—the joint revenue of which may be estimated at about L. 150 per
annum. A Seaman’s Friend Society was lately instituted, which
promises to be productive of much good. The formation of a Sail-
ors’ library has commenced under most favourable auspices. Every
ship that leaves the harbour carries a small tin box, furnished by
the society, containing several copies of the Scriptures, and a few
other approved religious publications for the use of the men while
at sea. The people of this place are honourably distinguished for
liberality in promoting every object of Christian benevolence. In
addition to the sums privately contributed, the collections at the
door of the parish church for religious and charitable purposes,
exclusive of what was collected for the parochial poor, must have
amounted to upwards of L. 100 during the last year.

Education.— There are altogether eight schoolsat present taught
in this parish. Formerly three masters were provided by the Cor-
poration, with a salary of L. 20 per annum to each, who superin-
tended the classical, the commercial, and the English departments
respectively. Lately, however, two of these situations having be-
come vacant, the magistrates considered it necessary to discontinue
both salaries, and to resolve, that in future there shall be only one
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endowed or parochial teacher, with the usual allowance of L.20
for his salary. This arrangement will no doubt be attended with
a small saving to the public funds, but it can hardly fail to prove
unpropitious to the cause of education, and consequently injurious
to the best interests of the community. The fees for the different
branches of instruction are not the same in all the schools, but
vary from 3s. 6d. to 10s. 6d. per quarter. In addition to the one
parochial, and six private schools, there is a charitable institution,
commonly called Beaton’s school, from the name of its founder
David Beaton, who in 1814, left the munificent bequest of L. 1400,
to be laid out in building and endowing & school for the education
of poor orphan children. Upwards of 150 children of both sexes
receive instruction here in all the common branches of education,
and a number more at the trifling charge of 2s. per quarter. The
teacher has a fixed annual salary of L. 60, with a free house.

It is difficult to ascertain with accuracy the number of unedu-
cated children in a community, owing to the reluctance which pa-
rents naturally feel to make a discovery which weuld criminate
themselves. The following calculation, however, is the result of
a very careful inquiry. Persons between six and fifteen not taught to
read, 105; do. taught to read, but not write, 436; above fifteen
not taught to read, 10. This statement, it is to be feared, does
not by any means show the full extent of the uneducated popula-
tion, yet it sufficiently proves the importance of an increase in the
means of education, and particularly of cheap education, to meet
the wants of the people. It seems absolutely necessary that a
school should be erected, in which the children of sailors, and of
the poorer classes generally, might be furnished with useful instruc-
tion at such a rate of wages as their parents can afford to pay.

Libraries.—The library for the use of seamen, recently insti-
tuted in this place, has been already mentioned. There are two
other libraries, the one of a general and miscellaneous nature, the
other a youth’s library, which consists exclusively of religious pub-
lications.

Provident Bank.—In the year 1818, a provident-bank wasesta-
blished here under the sanction of the corporation. The following
statement, applicable to the year 1834, may serve to shew the ex-
tent of its operations. The money deposited in that year amount-
ed to L. 1481, 18s. and the sums withdrawn during the same pe-
riod to L.1328, 8s. 7d. When it is considered that the deposits
consist chiefly of small sums lodged by servants and other classes of
working people, it will be seen that this institution must have been
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largely taken advantage of by those for whose benefit it was de-
signed, and has in fact proved a great blessing to the community.

Poor and Parochial Funds.— Above 170 persons at an average
receive stated relief from the parish. To each of these a weekly
allowance is given of from 9d. to 2s. a-week, according to circum-
stances, and a considerable number of them receive additional aid
to the amount of from L. 1, 5s. to L.2 a-year, in the shape of
house rent. A large item in the expenditure is incurred by the
support of orphan children, amounting at presentto above 20
in number, each of whom costs the parish nearly L. 6 in the year
for board and clothing. With a view to check intemperance
among the poor, and secure for them at least one substantial meal
in the day, it was resolved a few years ago to try the use of a per-
manent soup-kitchen. A commodious place was fitted up for the
purpose, where eighty quarts, at an average, of excellent broth
have been dealt out to the poor every day, Sabbath excepted. A
ticket bearing the value of one penny entitles the pauper to a quart
of soup and a halfpenny roll of bread, which together are worth
three halfpence. Some of the poor people would prefer to have
the money at their own disposal, but they are in general well pleas-
ed; and, on the whole, the experiment has fully realized the ad-
vantages that were expected to result from it, and may be consi-
dered to have demonstrated the utility of the plan, both in regard
to comfort and economy.

The maintenance of the poor in this parish, asin most other
sea-port towns, is attended with a very heavy expense. For seve-
ral years past the amount of expenditure has averaged about
L. 600 a-year. But this large sum is raised by the inhabitants
without having recourse to the aid of an assessment. With the
exception of what is derived from the interest of a small sum of
money, from the rent of a house, from charges for proclamation of
banns, and the use of a mortcloth, and some other incidental
sources of revenue,—with these trifling exceptions, the whole
amount is contributed by voluntary collections at the doors of the -
churches. In the year 1834, there was collected at the parish
church L. 384, 13s. 94d., at the chapel of Ease, L. 17, 0s. 11}d.
by the Dissenters, L. 8, 3s. 1d. From this statement it appears
that the members of the Established Church, who constitute about
three-fourths of the church-going population, contribute nearly
49-50ths of what is required for the maintenance of the parochial
poor.
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MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS. .
Perhaps there is no town in the kingdom of equal magnitude

which has undergone less change in its character and circumstan-
ces since the former Statistical Account of Scotland appeared
than that of Port-Glasgow. Had the improvements now going
on upon the harbour been effected twenty years ago, the place
would undoubtedly have advanced much more rapidly than it has
done, in extent and importance. What shall be the effect of these
improvements, whether, as may reasonably be anticipated, they
shall attract a larger portion of foreign trade, and at the same tiine
give an additional impulse to.the spirit of domestic enterprise,
time alone will determine.
January 1836.

PARISH OF LOCHWINNOCH.

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. ROBERT SMITH, MINISTER.

I.—ToproGrAPHY AND NaTURAL HisTory.
Name.— THE name seems to refer to the large loch in the neigh-

bourhood of the village, and to the principal island which it con-
tains, —Innich being the genitive case of the ‘Celtic word Innis,
which signifies a small island. This etymology is counfirmed by the
fact, that a number of names of places in the parish are of Celtic
derivation ; and it agrees nearly with the manner in which its name
is pronounced by its present inhabitants, as well as with some of
the ways in which it was anciently spelled.*

Extent, Boundaries.— This parish is said by Robertson to be
12 miles long from east to west, and where broadest about 6 miles
from north to south,—which is very near the truth. It contains
about 19250 English acres. Its figure, though irregular, is not un-
like the head section of a fish or serpent. It is bounded on the
south by Beith; on the west by Kilbirnie and Kilmalcolm ; on the

¢ I have seen almost forty different ways of spelling Lochwinnoch taken by Dr
A. Crawfurd, a native of the parish, from books and MSS. from 1504 down to the
present day, of which the following are a few examples, Lochvinyoch, Lochquhin-
yoch, Lochwhinoch, L« hi h, Lochwinioch, Lochwinnoch.

+ Description of the shire of Renfrew, &c.p. 348.
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north by Kilbarchan ; and on the east by the Abbey parish of Pais-
ley and Neilston. .

Topographical Appearances.—Its surface is very irregular and
hilly. The highest hills in the county are situated in its western
extremity. There is a range of hills stretching along the west
coast from Greenock to Ardrossan. The highest of these are the
Misty Law and the hill of Staik, the former of which is in this
parish, and the latter forms its western boundary. The Misty
Iaw is said, in the former Statistical Account, to be 1246 feet above
the level of the sea, and the hill of Staik, it is now ascertained,
is somewhat more. Their heights were taken some time ago by
order of Government. The prospect from the Misty Law is said,
in the Account just now referred to, ¢ to be extensive and varied
over twelve counties, including the Frith of Clyde, and the islands
of Arran, Bute, Ailsa, &c. This hill is surrounded by the moor-
land part of the parish, which abounds with game, and affords to-
lerable pasture forsheep.” There is another range of high land pas-
sing through the eastern part of the parish, which stretches from be-
yond Paisley towards the western coast. This has been justly
called table-land, and almost the whole of it within this parish is
arable. Amongst the western hills, there are many small, and
some beautiful and romantic valleys ; but the principal valley lies
between the two ranges of elevated land, on the north and south
sides of the loch. It stretches from beyond Dalry, through Kil-
birnie, Lochwinnoch, and Kilbarchan, and terminates in the east-
ern part of the great vale of Renfrewshire or Strathgryfe, which
lies on the west of Paisley, and contains many thousands of acres
of rich and valuable land. In the long and expansive valley which
passes through Lochwinnoch, there were originally three large
lochs,—Kilbirnie, Barr, and Castle-Semple lochs, the two last of
which are within this parish. At an earlier period, when the land
was not so well drained and cultivated as it is at present, these three
lochs were sometimes, during a great fall of rain in winter, united,
and formed an extensive sheet of water, stretching several miles
along this beautiful valley. This never happens now. Castle-
Semple and Kilbirnie lochs always contain a considerable expanse
of water; but they are now far separated by cultivated land; and
Barr Loch, which lies between them, and near the former, is so
well drained, that it has the appearance of a loch only during a
heavy fall of rain in winter. In summer, it waves with the most

.
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luxuriant crops of oats and hay, which would not disgrace a more
genial clime and southern latitude.

Robertson’s description of the appearance of the parish is as
follows: ¢ Lochwinnoch is greatly diversified in its general aspect.
Part of it consists of high and bleak hills in the back ground ; part
of it is a low winding valley, in general of a very fertile soil ; and
in the heart of it, is the largest loch or lake in the county. This
valley, with the shelving country towards it on both sides, contains
nearly the whole population. It is also ornamented with plan-
tations, whilst the houses of its numerous small proprietors are
each set down under the shade of a few old trees in the midst of
well cultivated spots of ground. The whole strath has a warm and
cheerful appearance. It is the very vale of Tempe of Renfrew-
ghire.”

This * vale of Tempe,” however, merits a more particular de-
scription. If you view it from the west at any elevated spot on
the road to Kilbirnie, the prospect is varied and beautiful. You
have the well-cultivated lands around you, and the rising ground
on each side, particularly on the west, where the hills rise gradu-
allyabove one another till they terminate in the Misty Law and hill
of Staik. Immediately in front, are seen the remains of Barr
Castle, long the residence of the successive families who possessed
the neighbouring lands, and near it Barr House, the residence of
William Macdowall of Garthland, Esq. the present proprietor,
surrounded by thriving plantations and well-cultivated fields. Be-
yond both of these, is the large and regular, sheltered and flour-
ishing village of Lochwinnoch. But by far the most remarkable
feature of the prospect is Castle-Semple Loch, the ruins of the Peel,
and the adjacent scenery. On the south side of the Loch are seen
Lochside, Beltrees, and, in the distance, Bowfield, with a shelving
country, bestudded with houses, and ornamented with plantations.
On the north side of the Loch, appears the whole policy of Castle-
Semple, the most beautiful and extensive in this part of the coun-
try. But from this point the view of it is imperfect. You have a
general prospect of the woods and grounds of Castle-Semple, and
of the hill of Kenmure in the back ground, surmounted by the
Temple, like an observatory, erected on an eminence which rises
abruptly out of the valley. In order to see the scenery of Castle-
Semple to advantage, it must be viewed from the rising ground on
the south side of the loch. There you have another and striking
view of Castle-Semple and Barr lochs, the village, and Barr Castle,
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but more especially of the whole policy of Castle-Semple. This,
which is surrounded on the north by a high wall, three or four miles
long, is laid out with the greatest skill. It contains about 900
acres, subdivided into a great number of enclosures, and pervaded
by above twelve miles of roads and walks; and, above all, it is orna-
mented with many large plantations and scattered trees. The
eminences are crowned with woods, which in some places descend
into the valleys, and exhibit a delightful variety of elevation, as well
as of shade. In some places there are rows of trees, and solitary
trees are here and there scattered over the lawns. Even the back
ground and distant scenery add to the beauty of the policy. The
heights are covered with plantations, which are disposed with
the greatest skill and the best effect. The scene is as varied asit
is at every point beautiful. In moving along the face of the elevat-
ed ground, on the south side of the loch, the prospect is con-
stantly varying under the eye, and is everywhere delightful. The
House of Castle-Semple, the residence of Colonel Harvey, the
present proprietor, being built in 1735, is not equal to the situa-
tion which it occupies, though a neat small mansion. But the
gardens on the rising ground a little to the north of the house are
one of the best features of the landscape. These gardens were
lately formed at very great expense. They contain two large en-
closures, surrounded and subdivided by high walls, covered with
fruit trees. Along the cross walls in the centre there is a great
extent of glass-house ; containing not merely vines, peach trees, &c.
but a variety of flowers and shrubs. On the north side of the gar-
den there is a large pinery, and behind it a stove house for propa-
gating tropical plants and shrubs. On the south side there is a large
green-house ; and in the fore-ground an extensive flower-garden,
surrounded with shrubbery, and subdivided into plots of different
forms, and planted with shrubs and flowers of every name and hue,
encircled by grassy borders, and pervaded by gravel walks, « shaven
with the scythe and levelled with the roller.” In the north-east
side of this fine garden there is an extensive rockery, covered with
rock-plants, and encircling a pond, in whose waters a multitude
of gold and silver fish play, and from whose centre a beautiful
jetteau rises. I understand that, though there are some gardens
more extensive, and others more remarkable in one or another de-
partment, yet there are few formed on a better plan, and in all re-
spects more complete and excellent.

Meteorology.— At the gardens of Castle-Semple, there has been
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for years past, carefully marked every day, the height of the ther-
mometer and barometer morning and evening ; and the water re-
ceived by two rain-guages; the direction in which the wind blows,
and the state of the weather. From this meteorological journal
I subjoin the following extra.ctsi §£d calculations :

Thermometer, average height throughout the year at 8 a. . - 47.98
do. do at8r.m - 46.7
greatest height in the course of that year, . 78.
lowest range, 12
average height in the mont.h of Juneat 8 a. M. - 6L7
do. at8r.m. - 58.966
do. in the month of December at 8 a. u. 37.355
do. do. at8ru - 35.839
Barometer, average height throu%hout the yearat8 a. . - 20.682
Thermometer, average height throughout the year at 8 A. m. - 48.773
do. do. at8r.m. - 469
fruust height in the course of that yw, - 68.
owest range, - 12.
average height in the month of June at 8 AM. 582
do. do. at 8 r. M. 54-166
do. in the month of December at 8 a. M. 87.451
do- do. at 8 r. M. 37.854
Barometer, average height throughout the year at 8 . M. -  29.545
Isle of Man.*
No. of Days. Weather.
Year. Ther. Med. Wind. No. of days. Rain,

AM. PM. N. S. E. W. Rain. Snow. Fair. Inches
1829, 48° 46° 102 91 110 62 135 18 217 8389
1830, 488 469 83 104 84 94 167 15 183 3855

Aberdeen.
1829, 46.62 - - - - - -

- 28.66
1830, 46.8] - - - - - -

- 30.60
From the two rain-guages already mentioned, very different re-
sults are obtained. I have made my calculations from the one
which stands nearest the surface of the earth, and which receives
more rain than the other, which, by its elevation, is more exposed
to the wind, and, therefore, I apprehend, does not give so fair a
result.
In 1827, there fell during the whole year, 46-86 inches.
1828, . - - - - 54.94
1829, - . - . . 39.85
1830, - - - - 85.51
To mark the difference of the two guages, and to shew the at-
tention which should be paid to the situation of such instruments,
I may mention, that the quantity of rain received by the other in
1830 was only 43.95. 1 believe this is also an inferior instrument
to the other. It is obvious, therefore, that, if I had made my cal-

¢ I have seen similar statements made in the Isle of Man and at Aberdeen, during

these two years, which it may be interesting and useful to contrast with the one just
now given,
4
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culations from this guage, it would not have appeared that such
an immense quantity of rain falls in this neighbourhood : still it is
not to be denied that the quantity is great. It will immediately
appear that it is very much the same with that which falls at Largs,
where observations of this kind were long made by Sir Thomas
Brisbane, at Brisbane House. We are separated from that parish
by the high-land about Misty Law and Staik, which attract the
vapour rising out of the great Atlantic Ocean, and condense it into
rain, and send it down with impartial favour, upon us, and the inha-
bitants of Largs. Though a great quantity, however, falls in the
neighbourhood of our high hills; yet it appears from a statement
in Wilson’s Account of Renfrewshire, that the whole west part of
Scotland is not deluged with so much rain. The following is his
report for 1809 and 1810, at the four following places :

Years. Dalkeith. Bothwell Castle. Glusgoxw. Largs.
1809 28.552 24.440 25.132 38.6%4
1810 25.636 25.010 21.43% 38.714

From this statement it will be seen that more rain falls at Dal-
keith than at either Glasgow or Bothwell Castle. Mr Wilson him-
self remarks, that, ¢ although it thus appears that the quantity of
rain in the west of Renfrewshire is considerable, it is certaiuly far
short of that which falls annually at Lancaster, Manchester, Ken-
dal, and Keswick, which is 40.3, 43.1, 61.2, 70.6 inches respective-
ly. The quantity of rain is not so much to be dreaded as its fre-
quency.”

The direction in which the wind blows morning and evening at
eight o’clock, and the state of the weather, morning, noon, and even-
ing, as cloudy, wet, or fair, are noted in the journal from which
I have already quoted. This last record impressed me more than
ever with the idea of the lowering aspect of our sky. There is a
succession of cloudy, hazy, showery, and wet, but comparatively
little sunshine and fair weather. In 1827, the wind was westerly
seven months, southerly three, and northerly two. And there fell
46.86 inches of rain, so that the westerly wind does not bring such
a quantity of rain as it produces frequent showers. Little comes
from the north, and an east rain usually continues two or three days.

In 1828, the wind was southerly six months, westerly four, north-
east one, and east one, and there fell 54.94 inches of rain, so that
the prevailing south wind produced more rain than the prevailing
west wind of the former year.

In 1829, the wind was northerly four months, westerly four,
southerly 2, and north-west two, and there fell 89.85 inches of
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rain,—the north wind bringing less rain than fell in either the pre-
ceding or following year.

In 1830, which might be emphatically called the wet year, the
wind was remarkably variable, but it secured for us a large quan-
tity of rain, by blowing from the south five months, from the west
two, south-west one, north-west two, north one, and north-east one,
and there fell 55.51 inches of rain.

After what has been said, it is scarcely necessary to remark, that
the climate here is moist, but it does not seem to affect materially
the health of the inhabitants. It is a curious fact, that they were
remarkably healthy during the wet year, 1830. There were only
60 deaths in the course of that year out of a population of 4500,
which was considerably less than had occurred for many years;
but they habitually enjoy good health. The water gathered in
the high-land is fully impregnated with moss, which is strongly an-
tiseptic, and destroys the marsh miasmata which rise out of the
loch and neighbouring valley. This is supposed to be our secu-
rity against agues and other diseases, which elsewhere prevail in
similar situations, and the reason why our people enjoy so much
health.. The inbabitants of the high-lands enjoy sunshine and
fresh air when the valley is often covered with a dense fog. But,
on the other hand, those of the valley sustain little injury from a
fog which is not loaded with marsh miasmata,—are protected on
all hands by the neighbouring hills,—and usually enjoy a remark-
ably mild climate. So much is this the case, that Lochwinnoch has
often been resorted to with advantage by delicate persons during
summer, for whom the sea air was too keen. Many instances of
longevity occur here. *

I have been furnished with an account of the patients and dis-
eases which came under the care of the surgeon here, who had the
greater part of the practice in this place. It extended from the
beginning of January 1817 to the 22d October 1819. It must be

® In the former Statistical Account, the following case is mentioned : « M.
Paton, who was born in this parish, is mentioned by Lynch on Health as a remark-
able instance of longevity. Her picture, and a print from it, which the writer of this
account has seen, were done from the life by J. Cooper in 1739, with the following
inscription : ¢ Margaret Patton, born in the parish of Loghnugh, near Paisley, in Scot-
land, living in the workhouse of St Margaret’s, Westminster, aged 138 years.’”

Margaret was born in the Cottar Raw at Risk, and it may be noticed, that John
King died at Risk, about twelve years ago, aged ninety-three years. His brother
James died at Beltrees a few years after, about the same age ; and Robert Sempill,
the last of the Sempills of Beltrees, died in 1789, aged 103 years. Elizabeth Jami-
son, who died about the end of 1830 at Burthills, was almost ninety-nine years of age;
and one Ruthven, an old soldier, died at Glasshill in 1812, aged il].

3
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remembered, however, that there was then not merely a population
of about 4000 in this place, but he had many patients in neighbour-
ing parishes. He had altogether 785 cases, and the following were
the diseases that most frequently occurred : Fever.—Continued
fever, 84 ; typhus or nervous, 20 ; inflammatory, 18; biliary, 12;
total, 184.—Peripneumony, 85; catarrhs, 33; colics, 21; con-
sumption, 19 ; rose, 18; headach, 18; enteritis, 17 ; rheumatism,
16 ; children’s complaints, 114.

It may help to elucidate the subject still farther, to give the
following statement : There were in 1828 ninety-five deaths, the
greatest number I have known in one year, though the summer was
warm and genial ; still-born, 6; below-10 years of age, 85; from
10 to 20, 5; from 20 to 80, 4; from 80 to 60, 11 ; from 60 to
70, 17 ; above 70, 17 ; total, 95. In January, 3 deaths; Febru-
ary, 8; March, 10; April, 8; May, 10; June, 8; July, 13; Au-
gust, 11; September, 11; October, 7; November, 3; Decem-
ber, 3.

It will thus be seen that there were more deaths during the fine
summer of this year than during the winter ; but this fact, and the
health of the inhabitants during the wet year, 1830, I should think
rather anomalies than fair specimens of the effects of wet and
warm weather.

Hydrography.—Springs are numerous throughout the parish,
but none are of a remarkable character. The village is at all sea-
sons well supplied in this manner with good water, which rises out
of the sandy soil upon which it is built. In other places they flow
from almost every kind of rock. Springs impregnated with carbo-
bonate of iron are found in the Misty Law moor and elsewhere.
There is a spouting spring strongly impregnated with this substance
in a bank a little west from Barr Castle. It rises from an opening
made in the earth when mining for coal, and at one time spouted
two or three feet above the ground. Now it is covered with a pump,
and used as a well by a family in the neighbourhood, who are very
sensible of the peculiarity of its taste, and the excellenee of its qua-
lities. ' :

The only large lake in the parish is Castle-Semple Loch, which
was once much larger than at present, but it still covers about 200
acres of ground. Its length is much greater than its breadth. It
contains three small wooded islets, and is surrounded by the beau-
tiful scenery of Castle-Semple, already described. The mansion-

house stands on its north side, near its eastern extremity. It is fur-
RENFREW. F
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nished with swans, Cape and Canadian geese in vast numbers,
ducks, teals, and other kinds of water-fowl, and contains pike,
perches, and other kinds of fish. ¢ Queenside Loch is situated on
the moors, and contains about 21 acres; it forms an excellent re-
servoir for supplying two large cotton mills in the village of Loch-
winnoch.”* Waws Loch is in the opposite extremity of the parish.
It is small, and remarkable only for its situation and the quantity
of water lilies ( Nymphea alba ) which it produces.

The only river that runs wholly within the parish is the Calder,
which rises on-the borders of Ayrshire, amongst the high-lands
so often mentioned. It runs principally in a south-eastern direction,
and pursues a very winding course. Owing to the height of its
source, it descends over various elevations, and forms in different
places beautiful waterfalls. Its banks, as it approaches the village,
are exceedingly picturesque, and are adorned with wood, both na-
tural and planted. After passing through these beautiful banks,
which are celebrated by Wilson, the American ornithologist, it
winds round the west and southern extremities of the village of
Lochwinnoch, and, turning to the east, falls into Castle-Semple
Loch, keeping up a constant current through it, and maintaining
its salubrity. When it issues from this loch it obtains the name of
Black Cart, which is a dark, level and slow-running stream. It
forms the boundary between Lochwinnoch and Kilbarchan from its
source, till it leaves the parish. The Dubbs flows through level
meadow land from Kilbirnie Loch to Castle-Semple, and though it
be not much elevated above the level of the sea, yet it is the sum-
mit from which the adjacent streams pursue different courses to the
sea. Those upon its- west side proceed directly westward to the
coast, but those upon its east side fall into the Black Cart, which
flows in a north-easterly direction, till it join the White Cart at
Inchinnan, whose united waters proceed in a north-west direction,
till they fall into the Clyde a little below Renfrew.

Geology.— There is no very remarkable feature in the geology
of this parish. The rocks are generally of secondary trap, afford-
ing almost innumerable varieties of greenstone, basalt, amygdaloid,
porphyry, &c. which run into each other by endless gradations.
There are neither primitive nor transition rocks in it. Green-
stone stratified with claystone, and with freestone overlying coal, is
found at Hallhill, where there is also crystallized freestone. The
crystals are cubical, contained in the freestone, and form an integral

® Former Stati‘;ticul Account.
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partof it, with many petrifactions of what seem to have been arbores-
cent ferns. Their stems are now sandstone, and their bark is con-
verted into carbon.  This freestone overlies the coal and stratified
greenstone. The range of hills, of which the Misty Law and Hill
of Staik are the highest, is mostly formed of porphyry toward the
top, which is capped with greenstone, intersecting the porphyry in
innumerable dikes. Carbonate of copper is found in small quan-
tities in nests at Kame, contained in whinstone ; and veins of sul-
phate of barytes are common in the secondary trap rocks. These
veins are from 6 inches to 14 or 16 feet thick. Their directions
are various. Trap tuffais found in a few instances among the por-
phyry, in which it seems imbedded, but its relation to it is not easily
traced. It is composed of the fragments of the surrounding por-
phyry and greenstone, cemented together by a paste apparently
composed of these rocks and oxide of iron.

Overlying the secondary trap in the lower part of the parish is
the coal formation, consisting of the usual series of freestone, iron-
stone, shale, &c. dipping generally to the south-west. This forma-
tion partly surrounds the beautiful loch of Castle-Semple, and con-
tinues without interruption into Ayrshire, around Kilbirnie Loch,
and onward to Ardrossan. This formation, however, is limited
within the parish to a very small compass, and the working of coal
has not been found a very profitable speculation, as it is intersect-
ed with many dikes and troubles. The thickest bed known is at
Hallhill, where it varies from 6 to 10 feet; the other beds are from
a few inches to 2 or 8 feet thick. It may be remarked, that the
coal strata which dip towards the south-west, crop out in an op-
posite direction near the foot of Castle-Semple Loch ; but the stra-
tified rocks on the northern side of the loch scarcely reach this
point, being cut off by the insulated rock of the Hill of Kenmure,
which does not belong to the coal formation, but is composed of
secondary trap. '

Limestone, which abounds in organic remains, is wrought by
mining at Howwood, and a similar limestone was formerly wrought
at Midtown. The organic remains found in it consist chiefly of bi-
valve shells, some of which are very rare species, Coralloids, En-
trochi, Encrini, &c. Although limestone has been wrought on a
small scale in several instances, yet the quantity known to exist is
very limited in extent; and at two places, Garpel and Midtown,
has been fairly wrought out.

The minerals found in this parish are numerous, and a good many
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belong to the Zeolite family. Some of them, as white prehnite,
are very beautiful. I have been furnished with the following list,
which comprehends the greater number of them.

Specics. Localities.
Agate, (var. fortification agate,) Edge, Glenward, Misty Law moor, &c.
Amethyst, Misty Law moor and Glenward.
Amygdaloid, common.
Analcimé, crystallized at Linthills and in Calderbank.
Arragonite, in small crystals at Linthills.
Augite, common, plentiful in trap rocks of secondary formation.
Barytes, sulphate of, (lamellar,) Raith-water, Kame, Knows, and near Cruckhill.
Bitumen, Garpal lime quarry.
Carbonized wood, Hallhill, Garpal, &e. in sandstone.
Carburetted hydrogen gas, Hallhill coal-work.
Chabasie, Maich water.
Chalcedony, common, Misty Law moor.
var. carnelian, Glenward, Misty Law moor.
Clay, variegated, Camphill-burn.
Claystone, common.
Clinkstone, Ruch-burn, &c. common.
Coal, cannel, (var. splent-coal,) Hallhill.
slaty, Hallhill
—— coarse, How-wood, &c.
Copper, pyritous, near Cloak.
green carbonate of, Kame, Tandlemoor.
Felspar, common, red, Misty Law moor.
Green earth, Edge, Calderbank, &c.
Greenstone, common.
~——————— porphyritic, not uncommon.
Hornblende, basaltic, Misty Law moor.
Hornstone, Misty Law moor, in small quantities.
Iron, common sulphuret of, Hallhill.
red oxide of, (var. red hematite,) Berrieglen,
argillaceous oxide of, (var. bog ore,) common.
Ironstone, compact brown, Loch Banks.
(var. lenticular,) Loch Banks.
Jasper, common, Dunshill, Langyard, Tandlemoor, &c.
striped, Misty Law moor, rare.
Laumonite, Edge-brae, Calderbank, &c.
Lime, carbonate of; (subsp. crystallized calcareous spar, of the form commonly called
Dog-tooth spar,) Netherhouses, Berrieglen, How-wood, &c.
——(subsp‘;ol;minntcd calcareous spar, ) not uncommon, as at the How-
w y
= ————— — —— - (subsp. fibrous limestone,) in very small quantities in Calderbank.
=+ ~———— —— (subsp. compact limestone,) How-wood, Langyard, &c.
(subsp. concreted, var. calcareous incrustations, ) not uncommon,
on some rocks.
- (subsp. brown spar,) crystallized in the Misty Law moor.
Manganese, oxide of, (earthy,) common in small quantities in whin rocks.
(crystallized,) Ruch-burn. :
Mica, lamellar, Barr quarry, &c. in freestone.
Porcellanite, road from the village to the Langyard.
Porphyry, Misty Law moor, Auchinhane, &c.
Quartz, common crystallized, Misty Law moor, Calderbank, &c.
(var. rock-crystals,) in small crystals in the Misty Law moor, the Glenward,
. and at the Cruckhill.
Slate, argillaceous, (var. shale,) Loch Banks, Milbankburn.
—————— (var. novaculite,) Loch-head.
Steatite, common, Loanhead, Calderbank.
Stilbite, red foliated, Calderbank, large specimens.
Trap-tuffa, above l;'l\e l:nouth of Raith-water in Calder-water, also at the foot of the
uch-burn.

4
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Species. Localities.
Wacke, Misty Law moor, abundant.
Zeolite, common, High Barnaich.
needle, High Barnaich, &c.

Besides the minerals and rocks which exist in their natural situ-
ations, there are others of which only fragments are found. These
are chiefly of the primitive rocks, and the most numerous are gra-
nite, syenite, micaslate, and quartzrock; and of the transition rocks,
greywacke.®

Botany.— This parish the botanist will find interesting. The

following list enumerates our rarer plants :

Hippuris vulgaris. Alisma Plantago and lanceolata.
Ligustrum vulgare. Epilobium angustifolium and palustre.
Pinguicula vulgaris. Vaccinium Oxycoccos.
Circeea Lutetiana. Polygonum amphibium, var. aquaticum.
Veronica scutellata. Paris quadrifolia.
Scxrpl:ls hcmph tris and pauciflorus. gadon moschatellina.
Arundo Phragmites. xifraga hypnoides.
Aira flexuosa. Stellaria ne{n?om and glauca.
Aira praecox. Sedum Telephium, villosum, and An-
Holcus avenaceus. glicum.
Nardus stricta. Arenaria rubra.
Briza media. Spergula nodosa.

biosa arvensis and Lythrum Salicaria.
Galium boreale. Sempervivum tectorum.
Lysimachia nemorum and vulgare. Prunus Padus and Cerasus.
Campanula latifolia. Spireea salicifolia.
Potamogeton lanceolatum and crispum. Rubus ideeus, fruticosus, corylifolius,
Lithospermum officinale. and saxatilis.
Echium vulgate. Tormentilla repens.

Convolvulus sepium.
Jasione montana.
Solanum Dulcamara.
Sanicula Europea.

Comarum palustre.

Nymphea alba and lutea.
Chelidonium majus.

Papaver Argemone and Rhaas.

Ligusticum Meum. Stachys ambigua.
(Enanthe crocata. Lamium amplexicaule,
Sison inundatum and verticillatum. Scutellaria galericulata.
Imperatoria Ostruthium. Melampyrum pratense.
Viburnum opulus. Camelina sativa.
Triglochin palustre. Cardamine amara.

® The following description is given of a magnetic rock in the former Statistical Ac-
count of the parish :

“ A very singular magnetic rock has been discovered two miles from Castle-Semple-
The compass was sensibly affected all round the rock to the distance of 150 yards.
The effect was most remarkable on the east and west side of it, and in every direction
it was greater as the compass was nearer to the rock itself. In its immediate vicini-
ty, or nearly in a perpendicular direction above it, the position of the needle was ver
unsteady and irregular, and as the compass was gradually brought nearer the ground,
the deviation from the magnetic meridian was more remarkable, and the vibrations
more rapid. When the compass was set on the ground, the north pole of the needle
invariably directed itself to one small space of the rock, on whatever side of it the
needle was placed.”

This, I presume, furnishes another to the many examples that exist to prove that
¢ rocks impregnated with iron ore affect the magnetic needle, not only from the iron
which they contain, but also from the portion of the natural magnet imbedded in the
mass.” In the New Philosophical Journal for July—October 1831, there is an ar-
ticle on this subject. After noticing that the rock on which Dumbarton Castle is
built possesses this property, a particular account is given of rocks on the top of Ar-
thur’s Seat, and a table drawn up of experiments made by Mr W. Galbraith, A. M.
and Mr James Trotter, to which it is sufficient to refer in illustration of this subject.

~
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Fumatoria claviculata. Myriophyllum spicatum,

Lepidium campestre. Carex hirta,

Nasturtium sylvestre. Salix cinerea.

Barbarea vulgaris. Empetrum nigrum.

Geranium sylvaticum. Peltidea aphthosa and canina.

Trifolium medium, and arvense. Cenomyce pyxidata, fimbriata, furcats,
Ervum hirsutum. and rangiferina.

Cnicus heterophyllus. Marchantia polymorpha.

Gnaphalium sylvaticum. Jungermannia Blasia.

Tussilago Petasites. ° Sphagnum obtusifolium and acutifolium.
Senecio saracenicus and sylvaticus. Dicranum bryoides, adiantoides, and
Solidago Virgaurea. taxifolium.

Gymnadenia conopsea. Polypodium Phegopterisand Dryopteris.
Habenaria albida. Asplenium Trichomanes, Ruta muraria,
Listera cordata and ovata. and Adiantum nigrum.

Epipactis latifolia. Pteris crispa.

Typha latifolia. Lycopodium selago and alpinum.

Sparganium natans and ramosum.
IL.—CiviL History.

Parochial Registers.— These are three in number. 1sf, A re-
gister of proclamations of marriage, which is complete from 1718
to the present time; 2d, a register of births and baptisms, which
was begun in 1706 and continued to 1714. There is a blank till
1718, after which it is complete to the present time. 3d, The mi-
nutes of the kirk-session from September 1691, when Mr John Pais-
ley was ordained, till June 1700. The minutes are wanting from
this date till August 1709, from which they extend to 1760, after
which there is another chasm till 1777. From 1777 they are
complete to the present day. In looking into the earlier period
of these records, one is struck with the quantity of business that
came before the session, when he considers the smallness of the
population, the primitive, and, as we are accustomed to think,
purer state of society. The strictness of discipline, however, and
the fact, that almost every offence came before the kirk-session,
may account for the number of cases on record, without denying
that ¢ the former times were better than these.”

Historical Events.— The battle of Muirdykes, fought on a farm
of the same name in the eastern part of the parish, June 18, 1685,
is noticed by a number of historians, such as Wodrow, Sir Patrick
Hume of Polwart, and Dr M¢Crie in his Memoirs of Bryson.
The Duke of Argyle collected in Holland an army of 1500 refu-
gees from Scotland, with whom he landed at Kintyre and proceed-
ed towards Glasgow. When they reached Kilpatrick his follow-
ers began to desert him. With a few of them he crossed the
Clyde and came to Inchinnan, where he was taken prisoner, car-
ried to Edinburgh, and executed. A remnant of his followers,
under the command of Sir John Cochran, came to Muirdykes,
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where they were attacked by the forces of -King James VIL, whom
they defeated, and remained on the field behind a natural entrench-
ment till it was dark. Afraid of the enemy being reinforced, they
retired during night, and proceeded southwards to the parish of
Beith. The King’s forces made a similar retreat under the shade
of night, and so the field was found next morning deserted of both
parties.

Though Renfrewshire was never visited by the ¢ Bloody Cla-
verhouse,” nor laid waste by the Highland host, and seems to have
suffered less than some other parts of the country during the un-
natural wars of the Stewarts against their own best subjects, yet it
did not escape the rage of persecution, and the names and resi-
dences of many individuals belonging to this parish are preserved
in Wodrow’s History, who were seized and tried, imprisoned and
fined, robbedand tortured, banished and enslaved. The persecuted
ministers, followed by the afflicted people, met in the moors among
the hills, preached the Gospel, and baptized the forefathers of some
who are still alive in the parish. The celebrated Renwick preach-
ed in different places here and in the neighbourhood.*®

Amongst the eminent characters connected with this parish, we
are entitled to number Sir William Wallace, the celebrated de-
fender of Scotland. There is a barony of land in the south-east-
ern extremity of the parish, called Auchinbathie Wallace, upon
which there are still the remains of an old castle, which belonged to
his progenitors. Near it, on-the farm of Laightrees, there is a
small eminence in the midst of a morass, which is a meadow in
summer but a loch in winter, called Wallace’s Knowe, where, ac-
cording to tradition, Wallace defended himself against a party of
Englishmen.- There is no doubt of his possessing property here ;
and we are willing to believe he resided sometimes in the Castle
of Auchinbathie Wallace, and performed exploits in the neigh-

bourhood.

@ I cannot help mentioning one anecdote, out of many, not recorded in Wodrow's
History, of James Glen of Gillsyard, who was great-grandfather of William Glen,
at p the oldest efficient ber of the kirk-session, and an heritor in the pa-
rish, and the same relation to John Glen, another small proprietor: he had a child
baptized one day among the hills. In the evening of the day following, when he was
proceeding towards Bridge-end, he saw two horsemen, who immediately pursued him.
‘Whilst he was flying before them he perceived a horse-shoe, which he picked up and
deliberately placed under his cap. He was overtaken at the old mill of Bridge-end,
where he tried to escape amongst the brambles on the side of the road, but one of the
soldiers succeeded in striking him a violent blow with his sword on the head, and
perhaps thought he had killed him, and left him dead among the brushwood. The

horse-shoe, however, placed under his cap protected his head, and as it was in the
dusk of the evening he was allowed to remain unhurt in his lurking-place.
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Family of Sempill.—But by far the most remarkable family in the
ancient history of this parish was that of the Sempills, of whom a
pretty full account is given by Semple and Crawfurd, continued by
Robertson. I have seen a fuller and more accurate account of the
family in MS., by Dr A. Crawfurd, but I cannot enter so fully into
the subject as even the printed record, and shall only notice some
of the most important circumstances scattered over the whole his-
tory of this family. They seem to have been vassals of the Stew-
arts, who at one time possessed the whole barony of Renfrew, and
were progenitors of a long race of kings. In this manner, they
were brought into notice at court, and made a figure in the his-
tory of the country. Walter High Steward of Scotland married
Marjory, daughter of the most illustrious of Scotland’s kings, Ro-
bert the Bruce, whose son, Robert Stewart, succeeded his uncle,
David IL, in 1371. The barony of Renfrew was called the princi-
pality, and was afterwards conferred as a separate maintenance upon
the prince who was heir-apparent to the throne ; and for this rea-
son one of his titles still is ¢ Baron of Renfrew.”

Robert, the first of the Sempill family, of whom any record re-
mains, lived in the reign of Alexander IL, who ascended the throne
in 1214. His sons, Robert and Thomas, were great patriots, and
friends of Robert the Bruce. John Sempill, the seventh of the
family, was a man of great talents and distinction. Amongst other
public transactions in which he was engaged, he was one of the
Scottish commissioners appointed to negociate with the Court of
England for the liberation of James L., whom he met and con-
gratulated at Durham when he was returning home. He was
made a knight by James IL about 14830. Renfrewshire was dis~
joined from Lanarkshire in 1406, and Sir William Sempill, the
second baronet of the family, was made Sheriff of thiscounty, and
obtained from James IIL the baronies of Ellistown, Castletown,
afterwards called Castle-Sempill, now Castle-Semple. Sir Tho-
mas Sempill was killed in 1486 at Bannockburn, in the service of
his sovereign, James III., who, after a fall from his horse, was
treacherously put to death in the manner minutely and graphical-
ly described by Sir Walter Scott in his Tales of a Grandfather.
His son, Sir John Sempill, was created Lord Sempill by James IV.
in 1488. It was this Lord Sempill who built the Collegiate-
Kirk of Lochwhynyeoch ¢ to the honourof God, and of the blessed
Virgin Mary, for the prosperity of his sovereign James IV., and
Margaret his Queen, for the soul of Margaret Colville, his former
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spouse, and also for the salvation of his own soul, and that of
Margaret Crichton, his present wife, and of all his predecessors
and successors, and of all the faithful deceased.” This wise and
pious Lord, having fully appointed and richly endowed the Colle-
giate Kirk, died on the celebrated field of Flouden, on the 9th
September 1518. The walls of the old kirk are still standing.
Its whole length is 71 feet 6 inches; its breadth 24 feet 3inches ;
and the height of the side walls 15 feet 6 inches. The east end
of it is separated from the west by a partition, is enclosed, and still
used as a burying-place by the family of Castle-Semple.

Robert Lord Sempill was called the great Lord Sempill. The
family estates had been vastly increased by his father, Lord Wil-
liam, and he being a person of a martial spirit, was engaged in
many of the wars of his age. He was present at the battle of
Pinkie in 1547. He adhered strictly to the interests of Queen
Mary, till the murder of Darnley, after which he entered into a
bond of association with other noblemen to defend the young
King James. He was present with the Regent Murray at the
battle of Langside, and, in consideration of his many and valuable
services to the King and government, obtained from him a charter
of the abbey of Paisley in 1569, upon the forfeiture of Lord Claud
Hamilton. He engaged in the great feuds between the houses of
Eglinton and Glencairn, or the Montgomeries and Cuninghames,
with the former of which the Sempills had formed various marriage
connections. These feuds lasted from 1488 till 1586. There
were so many families involved in them, and so many lives lost,
that it was more like a civil war, than a family quarrel. During
these perilous times, Lord Sempill built the Peel on a small
islet in Castle-Semple Loch. Being surrounded on all sides
by water and well defended, it must have been a very safe and
impregnable retreat. The foundation and a portion of the di-
lapidated walls still remain surrounded by a few trees and shrubs.
In consequence of the extent to which the loch has been drained,
the Peel now stands upon its southern margin, in the line of a
high embankment, by which the land, beyond it is kept compa-~
ratively dry during the summer, but which alters and hurts the
appearance of this ancient place. The great Lord Sempill had
three sons, Robert, who died in his lifetime, Andrew, who was the
head of the Sempills of Breucheills or Bruntsheills and Millbank,
and John, head of the Sempills of Beltrees. Francis Lord Sempill
was the first of the family who renounced the errors of the church
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of Rome, to which the members of this family were long and zeal-
ously attached. Hew Lord Sempill was a Colonel in the army,
and commanded the left wing of the King’s forces in the battle of
Culloden in 1746. He had sold Castle-Semple to Colonel Mac-
dowall in 1727, and bought North Barr in 1741. His grandson
Lord Hew Sempill was the last of the family. He had four child-
ren, of whom two are still alive; the Honourable Maria Janet
-Senipill, and the Honourable Sarah Sempill.

This family was the head of the clan of Sempills, and at one
time possessed an extent of property, which at the present day
would have produced an annual income of from L. 20,000 to
L. 25,000, and therefore were properly styled ¢ a potent and
powerful family.” Now the whole of that property has passed in-
to other hands.

The Sempills of Beltrees were, in an intellectual and literary
point of view, more celebrated than the great Sempill family, from
which they were descended. John, the first of this family and
son of the great Lord Sempill, married Mary, sister of Lord Li-
vingstone, who was one of the maids of honour to Mary Queen of
Scots. Both she and her husband were great favourites with the
beautiful Queen, which was the means of promoting their wealth
and worldly prosperity. His highest honour, however, was that
he was the father of Sir James Sempill, his successor. Sir James
was an intimate and faithful friend of Mr Andrew Melville, and
therefore various important circumstances are mentioned con-
cerning him in Dr M¢Crie’s Life of that celebrated individual.
This intimacy is said to have occasioned the publication of the fa-
mous Basilicon Doron by James V1. Sir James Sempill, who was
a friend and favourite of the King, being employed to transeribe
this treatise, sent it to Mr Andrew Melville to peruse. Melville
taking offence at some passages which it contained, brought the
subject before the synod of St Andrews, which obliged the King
in self-defence, as he thought, to publish the whole work ; and this
step answered the purpose at least of procuring for him much ad-
miration in England. After Melville had been decoyed to Lon-
don, and cruelly and unjustly committed to the Tower by his faith-
less sovereign, Sir James was enabled to render him important ser-
vices. He first procured for him a relaxation of his confinement
and rigorous treatment, and then permission to retire to France,
where he became a professor of divinity in the Protestant College
of Sedan. Daniel Tilesius, a man of talent, but of Arminian prin-
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ciples, was his colleague, and it is supposed that, at the sugges-
tion, and perhaps with the assistance of Melville, Sir James en-
gaged in a controversy with him, which had the effect of pre-
venting the spread of his opinions among the students. Pro-
voked at this, Tilesius endeavoured to ingratiate himself with
King James, by publishing a defence of the late proceedings in
Scotland, and filled it with unmerited and unmeasured abuse of the
Scotch Presbyterians. This was answered by Beltrees in 1622,
in a book written with great ability. The style is nervous, and
the satire keen, but more chastened than was necessary in answer-
ing the coarse attack of Tilesius. As intimated in the conclusion
of this work, the controversy was continued, in which Sir James
perhaps obtained secret assistance from Melville, and, at any rate,
public and effectual aid from Calderwood, who published an ela-
borate work entitled ¢ Altare Damascenum.” The other works
of Beltrees were, an Answer to Tilesius’s Defence of the Bishops,
and the Five Articles, Cassandra Scotiana to Cassander Anglica-
nus, published in 1616 ; ¢ Sacrilege sacredly considered,” publish-
ed 1619 ; the Packman’s Pater Noster, a satirical poem against
the Church of Rome, and probably the following production.
When King James visited his native kingdom of Scotland in 1617,
an oration, in the form of an allegory, welcoming his Majesty, was
pronounced in the great hall of the Earl of Abercorn by a very
pretty boy of nine years of age. This was William, the youngest
‘son of the Sheriff, Sir James Sempill of Beltrees. He died in his
house at the Cross of Paisley in February 1625.

His descendants seem to have retained chiefly his poetical ta-
lents, but degenerated from grave and serious subjects, to the com-
position of merry songs and satirical poems. His son Robert was the
author of the epitaph of Habbie Simpson, the piper of Kilbar-
chan, and perhaps other similar productions. Francis, the next pro-
prietor, was still more fertile in works of this kind, but, as will
easily be believed, he squandered away his property, which he
treated as lightly as every other subject. These light-hearted
descendants of thegrave and literary Sir James, when they could not
rise to the composition of a poem, showed their spirit in a diffe-
rent way. Robert, the sixth of the family, was present at the last
burning of witches in Paisley, in 1697, though to prevent this his
parents had concealed his shoes, and he was obliged to go with-
out them. It was he who died at Kilbarchan in 1789, aged 103
years. His son Robert made a little money, and retrieved the
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circumstances of the family, but left it all to Mr Hamilton Collins,
who married his youngest sister. Mrs Campbell, his eldest sister,
was entirely overlooked ; but her daughter married Mr Stewart, a
respectable merchant in Greenock, and their son, Mr Stewart, I
believe, still takes the title of Beltrees.

Family of Glen of Barr.—The second largest property in the
parish is Barr, with regard to which I shall only say, it was pos-
sessed by the family of Glens above 300 years. John Glen, the
first of the family, swore fealty to Edward 1., King of England, in
1296, during the wars of the celebrated Sir William Wallace; and
the family became extinct in the person of Alexander Glen, in
1616.

There are, however, a few families here of the name of Glen,
who are supposed to be cadets of the Glens of Barr.

The property was next possessed by the family of Hamiltons,
who also sold it about half a century ago, and the only surviving
branch of the family is an old maiden lady residing in the village,
about eighty years of age.

Family of M‘Dowall of Garthland.—The present proprietor is
William M‘Dowall of Garthland, Esq. whose progenitors bought
Castle-Semple from Lord Hew Sempill in 1727, and ever since
that period, this has been one of the most distinguished families in
the county of Renfrew. The late William M‘Dowall of Garth-
land, Esq. was frequently Member of Parliament both for the coun-
ty and the Clyde district of burghs, and a very influential person
at court. His memory is not merely revered in the parish, but
he enjoyed so entirely the esteem of all the gentlemen of the coun-
ty, that after his death they erected an elegant monument to his
memory in the old Abbey Kirk of Paisley.

Land-owners.— Two of the chief land-owners in the parish have
already been mentioned, Colonel Harvey of Castle-Semple, and
William M¢Dowall, Esq. of Garthland. The rest in the order of
their valuations are, Mrs Barr; Colonel Fulton of Hartfield ; Lu-
dovic Houston of Johnstone, Esq.; William Cochran of Ladyland,
Esq.; and William Patrick, Esq. W. S, The first three are re-
sident, the following non-resident. The rest of the parish is
broken down amongst a multitude of small proprietors, amounting
altogether to almost 130.

Eminent Men.—Most of the persons hitherto mentioned were
distinguished chiefly by their property, and their political or warlike
character, but there are at least two worthy of notice on account of
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their talents and literature :—James Latta, Surgeon in Edinburgh,
was bornin 1754. He was son of James Latta, an extensive farmer,
and grandson of Michael Nasmith, long parochial schoolmaster in
this parish. He published a practical system of surgeryin 3 volumes
8vo, the second edition of which appeared in 1790, and is quoted
by Cooper, in his Dictionary of Surgery, as a respectable work.
Latta died young and unmarried.

Alexander Wilson, the Scots poet, and celebrated American
ornithologist, was not a native of this parish, but he was connected
with it by residence. His father removed from Paisley, the place
of his nativity, to Auchinbathie, in 1784, and his son was employ-
ed as a weaver in Lochwinnoch till 1790. In consequence of this,
many of his poems are founded on the scenery and incidents of
the parish :—such as Calder Banks, Address to Mr M‘Dowall of
Garthland, Fauldhead’s Elegy, &c. His most remarkable poem,
Wattie and Meg, is supposed to refer to two individuals who were
well known here; but the inhabitants of Paisley dispute this ho-
nour with us. In consequence of a satirical poem written against
a respectable manufacturer in Paisley, an action was raised against
him before the Sheriff, and though the sentence was mild, he
took it amiss, and went to America in 1794. He lived at Phila-
delphia, and having akgndoned politics, which had provoked his
muse to satire, he betook himself to the study of natural history.
There he published a splendid work entitled American Ornitho-
logy, in 9 volumes, with plates.*

¢ It may not be improper to subjoin a notice of the parochial ministers since
the Reformation. It so happens, that almost all the former Presbyterian minis-
ws of Lochwinnoch bave been not merely exemplary in their characters, and dili-
gent in the discharge of their duty, but aeceptable to their parishioners. This cir-
cumstance has kept the peop d their improvement, and maintain-
ed the Established Church here in a state of uninterrupted prosperity. This is a
fact worthy of the attention of patrons. 1. The first person who officiated in this
place in saered things, after the Reformation, was Ninian Sempill, in 1576. He
was only a “ reader,”—a class of public teachers still of inferior repute in the country.
His stipend was L. 16 Scots, with the kirk-lands. 2. Mr Andrew Knox, son of
Mr John Knox of Ramforlie in Kilbarchan, was ordained about 1580, and translat-
ed to Paisley in 1585. He helped to defeat an attempt of Mr Hew Barclay of Lady-
land, to overturn tbe Protestant faith by the assistance of the court of Spain, but was
not equally zealous against Episcopacy, which shews he had lost something of the
spirit of his relative the great John Knox of a former generation, for when James VI.
restored Episcopacy in 1606, he was made Bishop of the Isles. In 1622, he was
promoted to the Bishoprick of Raphoe in Ireland, where he died in 1632. Crawfurd
represents him as a person of considerable learning, but of gentle dispositions, and
averse to persecution for conscience sake. He therefore shewed great kindness to
his Presbyterian countrymen who fled from Scotland on account of their aversion to
the church which the government were trying to establish in the country. 3. Mr
Patrick Hamilton was minister of this parish in 1602, and was translated to Paisley

in 1607. 4. Mr Alexander Hamilton in 1627. I have found no record how the
parish was supplied during the long vacancies of this early period. 5. Mr Hew
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Antiquities.—I have already mentioned the Peel and Collegiate
Kirk, and shall now notice the remains of other ancient buildings.

The Barr Castle is the most remarkable of these. It is entire,
but without a roof. It is a high oblong tower, must have been
a place of considerable strength, and is a respectable piece of archi-
tecture for the time in which it was built, which seems to have been
in the fifteenth century. It has both slits for arrows and ports for

Peebles in 1647. He was a pious and able man, and one of the many Presbyterian
ministers who suffered during the reign of Charles II. Of the 400 ministers who
refused to conform to Prelacy, there were 14 in the presbytery of Paisley, and Mr
Hew Peebles was one of them who was deposed in 1663. ~For teaching in his own
family on Sabbath evening, he was brought before the ngh Commission, where
he pled his cause with great freedom as well as force of reasoning. Notwithstand-
ing of this he was required to remove to Forfar, and to confine himself to that
town. He was again brought before the council in 1670, and required to confine
himself to Dumbarton and a mile around it. When the act of indulgence was pas-
sed at Glasgow in 1672, Mr Peebles at first refused to avail himself of it, but after-
wards complied, and was restored to his charge about 1676. With some interrup-
tion he continued his labours till the Revolution in 1688, when he was fully restored
to his office and emoluments, and died in 1691. His receipts for stipend from 1660
to 1663, are still in the possession of an inhabitant of the parish.

During the suspension of Mr Peebles, there were at least two Episcopalian mi-
nisters or curates here :——Mr Robert Aird in 1666, and Mr William (uninghame
in 1683. One of them was very strict in requiring the parishioners to conform to
Episcopacy, and in reporting against those who were irregular and refractory,
but the other was easy and indulgent, and if they appeared to answer to their
names at the t of public worship, he connived at their retiring, with-
out requiring them to remain and join in the service : —and therefore he has left
a favourable impression behind him in the parish. @ Mr John Paisley was or-
dained 15th September 1691, refused a call to Foveran in Aberdeenshire, in 1693,
and died in 1728. There is 'still evidence of his fidelity and diligence in the records
of session during hbis incumbency. 7. Mr John Pinkerton was ordained 15th De-
cember 1728, and died 3d January 1750. The impression of his worth and fidelity
still remain with the inhabitants of the parish. 8. Mr John Couper is said to have
been licensed at the same time with his predecessor, and after a long probation was
ordained at Lochwinnoch in September 1750, and died in September 1787, at the
age of 81, after an incumbency of 37 years. He was the only minister of this parish
who belonged to what is called the moderate party in church- politics. I mention
this, simply as a fact of which neither he, nor any of his family, would bave been
ashamed, and have much pleasure in being able to add, he was an excellent scholar,
and an irreproachable character,—was most attentive to his parochial duty, and the
education of his family, of which they have reaped the benefit in the prosperity which
it has helped to secure for them in the world, and for which they have evinced their
gratitude in their high respect for the y of their father, and peculiar attach-
ment to the place of their nativity. After the death of Mr Couper, the patron, Mr
M:Dowall of Castle-Semple gave the people of this parish a choice of their own mi-
nisters. The first chosen was, 9. Mr James Steven, who was translated from a chapel
in Albion Street, Glasgow, to Lochwinnoch, 15th August 1788, and died 2Ist June
1801. He was a very popular preacher. 10. Mr James Crawfurd was translated
from Port-Glasgow chapel, 18th December 1801, and died 7th May 1814. He was
an excellent man, as well as an ptable preacher. Immediately before the death
of Mr Crawfurd, the patronage of this parish was sold by the trustees of the late
William M‘Dowall of Garthland, Esq., and purchased by a number of the heritors.
None but heritors were permitted to have a share, and no one heritor could hold
more than five shares. The patronage being bought for L. 1550, was soon disposed
of amongst seventy-seven heritors, holding more or less shares from one to five, and
having votes proportioned to the number of their shares. Each share cost L. 10.
These patrons chose, 11. Mr Robert Smith, in October 1814, who was ordained 2d
March 1815, and is the present incumbent.
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guns. Great guns were used by the English in the siege of Berwick
in 1405, but for some time after this, our forefathers, especially in
Scotland, retained an attachment to their ancient mode of warfare
with bows and arrows. 'This castle, then with both its slits and gun-
ports, seems to have been built in the fifteenth century, when they
were passing from the one mode of warfare to the other. It consists
of four stories. The first or ground-floor is arched to secure horses
and other cattle in times of danger. The second contains the great
hall, and the other stories different apartments for different pur-
poses. It has a rampart or battlement at the top, and a turret at
each corner. The large door is thick, and studded with strong
spikes, having broad heads. It was lighted with 16 windows, and
is about 35 feet long, and 26 broad, and the walls are about 4 feet
thick. This castle is delightfully situated on a head-land a little
west from the village, and commands a view of Barr House, the
village, Crook Hill, theloch, Peel, and much of the adjacent scenery
already described.

Elliston Castle is a small square building. It was the residence
of the Sempill family before 1500, and stands on the opposite side
of the loch from the present mansion-house. It must have been
built before the use of gunpowder, but when repairs were made in
later times, gun-ports were formed in its walls. Its length is 42
feet over the walls, its breadth 33 feet, and its height from 20 to
30 feet, being higher in some places than others. The end walls
are from 8 to 9 feet thick, and the side walls about 6} feet. In
the east and west walls there is an opening opposite to one another,
and arched over the top, which might have been doors, but which
from their elevation in the walls, appear like large windows. Au-
chinbathie tower stands on the side of the public road leading to
Dunlop, Stewarton, &c. It is surrounded by some old trees, and
cultivated land,—memorials of the wealthy inhabitants by whom it
must have been occupied. We have said it was no doubt the man-
sion-house of the progenitors of Sir William Wallace. It is not
so large as either of the castles already mentioned, though less di-
lapidated than the second. It is 29 feet long, from 10 to 12 broad,
but it is probable that only a portion of the side walls remain, and
its greatest height is about 17 feet. There is a small building em-
bosomed within these ancient walls, and, therefore, instead of being
the mansion-house of a distinguished family, they are now an out-
house for cattle.

Besides these, there were other ancient castles, of which little
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visible trace remains. The castle of Castle Tower gave place to the
present mansion-house of Castle-Seriple. Its foundations were this
year laid bare in forming some drains about the latter house. Bel-
trees is mentioned as one of the stone-houses or castles in Renfrew-
shire in 1612, by Monypennie in his Chronicles of Scotland. The
celebrated and literary Sir James Sempill was then proprietor of
Beltrees. Cloak Castle stood a little to the north-west of the pre-
sent mansion-house. The foundations of Lorabank Castle were
dug up by Mr Robert Orr, late proprietor of Langyard and Lora-
bank.

There are visible the remains of a camp or fort on the farm of
Castlewaws, in the eastern part of the parish, not far from the scene
of the battle of Muirdykes. It is on the top of one of the highest
hills on the south side of the loch, which, on account of its ele-
vation, is visited by strangers for the sake of the extensive and
delightful prospect which it commands, as well as for the sake
of examining the camp. Towards the west the eye lights on
the sombre Misty Law and adjacent hills, from whence it turns
southwards towards the beautiful country of Cuninghame, the
Frith of Clyde, the Island of Arran, and the Craig of Ailsa. The
entrenched hill is a superficies of about 80 falls in length, and
about 25 in breadth. It consists of a mass of trap rock, precipi-
tous on both sides; it is highest on the east side, which is 40 feet
high. The precipice had no need of a wall for defence, but some
parts of the eminence are sloping in the ascent, and are defended
by a rampart of turf and stones, something like a feal-dike. The
north and south sides are somewhat departing from the form of a
precipice, and thereforeare fortified. On thesouthend, there are still
the remains of an entrenchment, which is 5 feet high. Within the
entrenchment there is a circular wall or intervallum of the same
rude materials, about 60 feet in diameter toward the west.

This fort has been supposed to be the remains of a camp formed
by Sir William Wallace in his wars with the English ; but more
probably it was one of the hill-forts formed by the ancient Britons,
of which there are many remains in the country.

The bridge of Bridgend across the Calder, a little to the north-
west of the village, is worthy of notice, chiefly on account of its anti-
quity. It is mentioned by Montgomery of Westlands in 1650.
The adjacent property is called Bridgend, probably from this
bridge, and this property is mentioned by this name in a charter of
Lordship of Paisley, by James V1. in 1626, and in the rental of the
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abbey of Paisley in 1525. The arch of the bridge is very fine, and
the mason-work far more elegant than is now employed about
bridges. Originally it was very narrow, and barely allowed one
cart to pass at once, but was repaired and widened in 1814. We
have nothing but conjecture concerning the origin of this bridge.
In the former Statistical Account it is mentioned that a brass
cannon and various canoes were found in the lake,—which evidently
prove the large forests that must have existed in this part of the
country. Many canoes have been found since that period. There
is a person still alive who saw twenty-one buried in the mud between
the old Peel and north side of the loch. A canoe taken out of the
loch isstill preserved in the garden of Allan Pinkerton of Mossend.*
Modern Buildings.— These require little description, for though
the village be large, it contains few houses worthy of particular no-
tice. The following general and accurate account of it is given by
Robertson. ¢ Lochwinnoch is a very thriving village, built on a re-
gular plan of one main street (which is half a-mile long) with some
streets crossing it at right angles. The houses are generally of two
stories in height, and covered with slates. The situation is indeed
very pleasant, as it is exposed only to the south-east, being under
shelter in all other directions, either by rising grounds or thick
plantations.” This description is strictly applicable to the new town;
the old, which is only a small portion of the village on the north, is _
meaner and more irregular in its appearance. The churches and
mills will be noticed afterwards; and besides these, there are about
eleven superior houses belonging to the wealthier inhabitants, such
as professional men and the proprietors of cotton-mills.
IIl.— PoPULATION.
The population in }gs.': was 290 families, and of course about 1450

55, 1530
1791, . . 2613
1801, . . 2055
1811, . . 3514
1821, . . 4130
1881, . 4513

From the above statement it will be seen that the population
has increased rapidly since 1791. The chief reason of which was
the erection of cotton-mills about that time, and the stimulus which
these gave to every other kind of business. I have found the in-
crease regular for the last seventeen years, with the exception of
the years 1819 and 1820, when, in consequence of distress and
discontent, there was a considerable emigration to America.

* Some other minor antiquities are noticed in the MS., consisting of gold and
silver coins, a ladle of Corinthian brass, querns, &o. found in the parish,
RENFREW. G
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The present state of the population is as follows :
Village of Lochwinnoch, . 2645

Hollowood, . . 209

Glenhead, . . 53

2007

In the country, . . 1608

Total, 4515

Average number of births for the last seven yeara, 93
of deaths, ~77

of marriages, . . b1

Neither the register of births nor deaths is quite accurate. They

are both a little below the truth.

Ave number of persons below 15 years of age, 1750
e betwixt 15 and 30, . 1325

80 and 50, . 857
50and 70, . 434
above 70, . 149

There are many of the last list above 80, and two of them, both

males, are about 97.

The average number of children in each family is . 24
Unmarried men, both.bachelors and widowers, above 50, . 70
‘Women above 45, 53
Number of insane, fatuous, blmd deaf and dumb. . 83

There are no nobility in the parish, and the principal land-
owners have been already mentioned. There are from 50 to 60
proprietors of land of the yearly value of L. 50 and upwards.

The kingdom of Strathclyde comprehended the shires of Dum-
barton, Renfrew, Lanark, Ayr, &c. and consisted of an independent
British or Celtic people. It was conquered by the Saxons about
the year 1000 or 1100, two hundred years after the conquest of the
other provinces in- the lowlands. Hence the language of the west
of Scotland, and the Renfrewshire dialect, contains far more words
derived from the Gaelic than that of many other counties. The
inhabitants of this parish spoke this kind of Scotch dialect exclu-
sively till the public works introduced people from all parts of Scot-
land, and even from Ireland, which has modified it somewhat.

There is no game or amusement by which the inhabitants of
this parish are so much distinguished as curling,—which they have
the best opportunities of enjoying on the fine sheet of ice on the
loch of Castle-Semple.

The young men and women employed in the cotton-mills can
afford both to live and dress well, and their example tells upon the
rest of the inhabitants. The numerous small proprietors, too,
are generally in better circumstances than ordinary farmers, and
therefore the appearance of the congregation is much gayer than
might be expected in a country parish. Those who endure the
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heat, fatigue, and long confinement of the mills require a ge-
nerous diet, and use it. They have generally butcher-meat at
dinner, and sometimes at breakfast. This occasions an excellent
market in the village. Many of the other inhabitants live in a
plainer style, both in the town and country. The peasantry, I be-
lieve, generally eat porridge, and bread and cheese or milk to
breakfast ; broth and butcher-meat to dinner; and porridge again,
or potatoes, or some other lighter food, to supper. Tea is not
used in the country on ordinary occasions, except by some heads
of families; but, with solitary exceptions, they live well.

In a manufacturing place like this, a great deal of ignorance
and immorality may be expected. But the managers of the pub-
lic works have always, much to their credit, been very careful about
the character of the persons whom they employ; and the inhabi-
tants enjoy all private as well as public means of instruction and
improvement. The young are not merely educated at pabhc
schools, but many of them attend classes for religious instraction ;
and as soon as they approach the years of maturity they in geue-
ral apply for admission into full communion with the church.
They are in a remarkable manner a church-going people. There
is hardly any such thing as infidelity, or even heresy, in the parish;

and those who are suspected of bad principles are regarded with
such feelings as to prevent them from doing much injury to those

around them.

IV.—INDusTRY.
Extent of Lochwinnoch parish in English acres, - 19219
Cultivated, or capable of cultlvsuon, - 9000

Wood, - - - 700
\Vater, - - - . 300
Gardens and orchards, - - 100
Pasture of all sorts, - - - 9119

19219
Such a large extent of land planted contains an immense variety

of wood ; and upon the estates of Colonel Harvey and Mr M‘Dowall
it is managed in the best possible manner. The former keeps a
skilful forester, and the plantations of the latter are managed with
similar skill and attention. ~Where the soil is deep enough, all
sorts of forest trees can be grown. On Castle-Semple estate there
are many fine old trees,—beech, oak, Scotch and English elms,
and large variegated planes; larch firs, silver firs of remarkable
size, and the largest tree of the cedar of Lebanon, except one,
that exists in.Scotland. Besides these old trees, the forester has
lately planted a large assortment of the finest trees of the forest
which could be collected, and which are thriving well. I have re-
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. ceived a similar report of the variety of trees on the estate of Mr
M¢Dowall, but some of the plantations are younger than the woods
within the policy of Castle-Semple, which were managed with great
skill by the late proprietor, Mr M‘Dowall of Garthland.

Rent of Land, &c¢.—The rent of land varies from L. 1 to L.4 per
acre in grass, and from L. 3 to L. 8 or L. 9 in crop, according to
situation and circumstances. These are so various that it would
be very difficult to find a fair average.

A cow’s grass during summer varies from L.3 to L. 5, exclusive
of the expense of keeping it during winter. A sheep may be pas-
tured for 8s. or 10s. on good land, but for less on the moor land.

Rye-grass hay, with the seed, is sold at from L.8 to L. 5 per
100 stones; meadow-hay from L. 1, 10s. to L. 8, 10s. ditto ; flax from
12s. to 15s. per stone ; wool, from 5s. to L. 1 per stone ; cheese,
from 7s. to 9s. per stone ; butter, 13s. per stoue ; and beef, 6s. 4d.
per'stene. (I always speak of the local weights and measures,
névet imperial. )

* Live Stock.—The best breed of cattle and sheep are reared in
the parish. All the farmers have the finest Ayrshire cows.

Husbandry, &c.—Leases generally extend to nineteen years,
though some lands are let occasionally from year to year. This isan
injurious system, because the lands are not improved when a tenant
has not the certain prospect of holding it so long as to enjoy the be-
nefit of his improvements. The farm-buildings are in general sub-
stantial, comfortable, and slated. Those on Castle-Semple estate,
and the houses of some of the wealthier small proprietors, are ele-
gant, and superior to what is required for farm-houses. To contrast
with these there are one or two old buildings to remind us of the state
of things in a former century, and which would not seem out of
place in the Highlands. Most of the enclosures are thorn hedges,
but some are stone dikes.

Much has been done in improving land during the last forty
years. Enclosures have become general—roads are formed through-
out the parish—the land has been drained and limed,—and the ro-
tation of crops improved. The embankments which separate Barr
Loch and Aird Meadow from Castle-Semple Loch, formed by the
late proprietor, James Adam, Esq. W. S. and by which upwards
of 200 acres of ground have been made to produce most luxu-
riant crops of oats or hay, are the most extensive improvements
that have taken place in one quarter.* The late Andrew Moody,

* Barr Loch is now the property of William M‘Dowall, Esq., and Aird Meadow
of Colonel Harvey of Cutle-SempL.
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Esq. improved at great expense his property of Heathfield, form-
ing part of the high lands in the north-western part of the parish,
now the property of James Watt, Esq. in Greenock, and John
Millar, Esq. Glasgow; and improvements upon a smaller scale
have been carried on throughout the whole parish. Still there are
individuals, especially among the small proprietors, who, from want
of skill, or energy, or money, have not made the most of their
properties.

Produce.—The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish, may be as follows :
2025 acres may produce at the rate of four bolls per acre, or 8100

bolls, at 15e. per boll, - - L.6075 0 0O
%mmpouwu,&c maybewonhL.llperme,ormnll - 2475 0 0
There may be in hay of different sorts oue-fourth the quanuty of land

under grain crop, 506 acres worth L.3 per acre, or 1518 0 o
6950 acres of moors, &c. muyberatedlt about 10d. peracreq L 288 00
2169 of better pasture at L. 1, 5s. 100
100 acres of gardens and orcbards, worth L. 6 per acre, or 600 00
The thinning of plantations, &o., - 30000
Miscellaneous produce, - - - - 10000

3999 0 O
Total, - - L.14,067 0 ©O

Quarries, &c.— There are quarries of various kinds in the parish.
There is a small lime quarry which is wrought at present, and lime
exists in other places where no present use is made of it. There
is abundance of freestone and other kinds of stone for building, and
quarries are opened when they are required. There are two coal
pits, the one at Hailhill on the eastern, and the other at Nervel-
stone, in the western extremity of the parish. The former is worth
about L. 800 a-year after expenses are paid. The latter is less
valuable, and the working of it has lately been discontinued.

Manufactures.— The first manufacture in which the inhabitants
of this parish were engaged to any considerable extent was that of
linen. About the time of the Union in 1707, this manufactory
was introduced into Paisley, and the farmers in this as in other
places began to grow flax, and their female domestics were em-
ployed in making yarn for this manufactory. In the progress of
the trade a company was formed here, who built a small factory
about 1740, and a larger one about 1752 for linen and cam-
brick.

Mr Humphry Fulton, who was connected with this parish, in-
troduced the manufacture of silk into Paisley after the model of
the Spittalfield weavers in 1759; and before 1780, the elegant
gauze trade was the chief manufacture in Renfrewshire; but it
gave place to the cotton muslins about 1785 or 1790.
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Thread-making was introduced about 1722, and at one time
there were about 20 thread mills in this parish ; but now the busi-
ness has been nearly discontinued.

A bleachfield belonging to the Factory Company wasbegun about
1740, which consumed all the butter-milk of the parish, till Dr Home
of Edinburgh rescued it out of the handsof the bleachers, and restor-
ed it to the use of the inhabitants, by teaching them about 1756 to
use sulphuric acid in its place. The second bleachfield was begun
at Loanhead ; the third at Burnfoot by Mr Hamilton Adam. The
Fultons and Co. began bleaching near their large mill about 1793.
All these bleached chiefly their own goods, but there are other
bleachfields which depend upon the manufacturers of Glasgow and
Paisley. The bleachfield of thelate Henry Wilson of Bowfield, Esq.
is particularly mentioned in the former Statistical Account, and it
has been continued with little interruption, though by different per-
sons, to the present day. The business was never carried on with
more skill, spirit, and success than by Mr John Campbell, who at
present occupies the house and field of Bowfield. Mr Peter Ca-
meron has a field at Midtown, where a great deal has been done.
He is a person of an active and enterprising spirit, and has con-
nected with the field a beetling-mill on the banks of the Calder,
in which he finishes the goods and prepares them for the market.*

There are 15 weavers in the parish occupied in coarse work for
the use of the farmers and other inhabitants, and about 203 em-
ployed by the manufacturers of Glasgow and Paisley. From 1780
and downwards, they were engaged with various kinds of muslins :
but a remarkable change took place in the trade about 1820. The
present weavers are employed in Canton crapes, Angola shawls,
silk cypresses, silk harnishes, cotton harnishes, and a mixture of both.
This is a complex manufacture,—requires the assistance of a draw-
boy,—and sometimes expensive harnishes, but they make great wages
when the trade is flourishing. When this business was introduced,
some weavers made a great deal of money; and others would have
found it equally profitable if they had been equally careful. Abouta
fourth part of our weavers are still employed in working muslins, but
very little cannow be made by thiskind of work. Thereis onemillin the
parish, which contains six looms employed in power-loom weaving.

Tanning was introduced into the parish about the beginning of
last century, but it did not succeed.

® Cameron has failed and left the parish since the above account was written.
But the business of the bleachfield is carried on by John M‘Nab and Co.
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Candlemaking was carried on for some time by Mr James Con-
nel of Calderhaugh, but it was discontinued about 1828.

Mr Crawfurd and his brother have a mill for carding and spin-
ning wool, in which they employ 22 workers. It is in the third
story of a very fine mill near the Calder. This elegant building was
erected in 1814, and the under part of it is one of the largest,
and most complete corn-mills in the country. After the dried
oats are put into the happer, they go through the whole pro-
cess of shelling, winnowing, grinding, and sifting, and are prepar-

ed for the bags and the market without any other manual labour
than that of superintending the process, which is carried on wholly
by machinery.

But the cotton-mills mentioned in the former Statistical Account
bave for the last forty years been by far the most conspicuous ma-
nufactory in the parish.

The old mill was erected by Messrs G. Houston, Burns, and
Co. about 1788, and is now the property of W. Wright and Co.
It is situated on the rising ground on the north-west side of the
village, and is driven wholly by the waters of the Calder and re-
servoirs connected with it. The building consists of five stories
with garrets, lighted by 152 windows and 40 sky-lights. It con-
tains 8140 spindles, and the yarn varies in size from No. 60 to
80, and the water-twist from 24 to 30. It employs altogether 170
workers, old and young, who receive about L. 148 of wages a-fort-
night.

The new mill was erected by Messrs Fulton and Co. in 1789,
and is now the property of Messrs Fulton and Buchanan. This
large and elegant building stands upon the level ground near the
foot of the High Street. It is not, however, in the line of the street,
but placed so far back as to form a large and fine area in front of the
mill, enclosed by a parapet wall, surmounted in the centre by an
iron railing, which is in the line of the street. It stands near the
banks of the Calder, by the waters of which it was wholly driven
till a large addition was built to it in 1825, when a steam-engine
was erected, which is now used along with the water in driving this
mill. It consists of five stories with garrets, and is lighted by 360
windows and 60 sky-lights. It contains 25,224 spindles, which
work 12,000 lbs. of cotton every fortnight. The yarn varies in
size, from No. 36 to 84, averaging 60. It employs 345 workers,
who receive about L. 260 of wages a-fortnight.

About 1788, a small cotton-factory was commenced by a num-
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ber of persons in the parish, in which the jennies were moved by
the hand; but it did not succeed, and was soon given up.

Messrs William Caldwell and Co. built a small mill at Boghead,
a quarter of a mile north from the village, soon after the former.
It consisted of three stories, besides garrets, and employed about
80 workers ; but being accidentally burnt down about 1818, it has
ever since remained in a ruinous state.

The persons employed in the cotton-mills work twelve hours five
days in the week, and nine hours on Saturday. They have one
hour and forty minutes for both breakfast and dinner. The con-
finement and high temperature of the mills must enfeeble the frame,
and ultimately tell upon the health of the workers, especially when
they do not enter them in early life ; but they are not immediately
broken down, and are not in general very sickly, so long as they
continue to work, though paler, and sometimes thinner than those
who are employed in the open air. The morals of the workers are
still less affected, for the reasons already assigned,—the care with
which unworthy persons are excluded, and means employed to im-
prove workers. There are many as excellent persons in the mills
as amongst any other class of the inhabitants. The workers make
very high wages, and these mills would in this respect add greatly
to the comfort of the inhabitants, were it not that they tend to in-
crease the population, with its attendant evils, and more especially
to bring a number of large and poor families into the parish, in the
hope of finding employment easily for their numerous children. Not~
withstanding of this, I am satisfied that the inhabitants of the vil-
lage of Lochwinnoch have for a considerable time past been more
comfortably provided for, than those of places where there are no
mills and a great many weavers, who have repeatedly suffered more
of late than persons employed in such mills. Cotton-spinning is
not now so profitable as it once was to the proprietors ; but the spi-
rit and extent to which it is carried on is, I should think, the best
proof that it is not yet an unprofitable concern.

V.—ParocHiaL EcoNomy.

Villages.— There is no market-town in the parish, and Beith,
which is the nearest, is almost four miles distant ; but everything
that is needed can be got in the village of Lochwinnoch. The
only other two villages are Hollowood and Glenhead, and they are
both very small.

Means of Communication.— There is a post-office in Lochwin-
noch; and there are carriers both to Glasgow and Paisley more
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than once a-week, besides carriers passing through the parish week-
ly to Greenock, Port-Glasgow, &c. For facilitating this in-
tercourse, there are excellent turnpike roads and bridges in all di-
rections. Fences are raised everywhere, and there are private
roads, generally good, to every part of the parish that is inhabited.
A stage coach passes twice a-day along the road between Beith
and Paisley, about a mile south from the village of Lochwinnoch.
It leaves Saltcoats at 6 A. M., passes this a little after 8, and
reaches Glasgow at half-past 10 o’clock. It leaves Glasgow about
4 P. M., and passes this a little after 6 o’clock. The course of a
canal between Glasgow and Ardrossan, passing along the side of
Castle-Semple Loch, was marked off about thirty years ago, and
the canal was actually made as far as Johnstone ; but it has never
been carried farther, and the original design is now, I believe,
abandoned. But an act of Parliament has been obtained to form
a rail-road throughout the same line of country, and it has been
executed from the harbour of Ardrossan as far as the coal-works
in the neighbourhood of Eglington ; but, I suspect, it will not soon
be carried through to Glasgow.

Lcclesiastical State.—The parish church was built in 1806 on a
new site opposite to the elegant west gates of Castle-Semple, and
on the west of Harvey’s Square. It is a large building, which
ought to have been square, but its corners are rounded off so as
to make it an irregular-sided octagon. It is well finished and
painted within, and lets to about 1150 sitters; but when packed
it will hold 200 or 300 more. It has a neat spire, though rather
short. Beneath this spire, there is a paved area enclosed with ele-
gaunt columns, having three large and high-arched openings be-
tween them corresponding to the three large doors in the front of
the church. It stands in a field where no person has hitherto been
buried, surrounded on three sides with a high wall; and on the
front of the church there is a parapet wall, surmounted by an
iron railing and two handsome gates, one at each end of the
wall. The field is ornamented with trees and flowering shrubs.
The situation of the church is sufficiently convenient for the in-
habitants of the village and those on the north side of the loch;
but it is far from those in the eastern extremity of the parish, and,
in consequence of 'this, some of them do not attend it, but go to
Johnstone chapel. There are no free sittings in the church, ex-
cept part of two table-seats; and the other seats are let so dear as
to be a very heavy burden upon poor persons. They vary from
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4s. to 12s. a seat ; and if a family be large their sittings in church
are almost equal to their rent, if they have as many as they re-
quire. The reason of this is,—that even with us where there
is a village population of about 3000 souls, and altogether 3730
persons who profess to belong to the Establishment, there is a me-
lancholy want of church accommodation.

The present manse, (though not the offices,) was built in 1815,
and is a good house. The glebe contains from 6 to 7 Scotch
acres, and affords very good pasture. The stipend is 8 chalders
of meal and 8} of barley, with L. 15 Sterling for communion ele-
ments. There is no chapel nor any other place of worship con-
nected with the Established Church within the parish.*

The only other place of worship is one belonging to the United
Secession body. It was built in 1792, in the form of an octagon,
and stands near the parish church. It has a small tower in front,
which improves its appearance. There have been three different
incumbents in this place of worship, all of them still alive, and ex-
cellent men,—the Rev. Mr Schaw, now in Ayr; the Rev. Mr
Robson, now in Halifax, America ; and the Rev. Mr Shoolbraid,
the present incumbent. A neat house was built for him in 1825,
which, with a garden in front of it, is situated near the church.
His stipend is L. 100, which is raised from the seat rents, the re-
gular and extraordinary collections, and, I believe, other occasional
contributions.

The inhabitants of this parish are in a remarkable manner a
church-going people. 38730 of them profess to belong to the Es-
tablishment; 1509 have been admitted into full communion with
it; and there are about 1100 regular communicants, leaving about
400 aged, careless or scandalous persons, who do not regularly com-
municate,—after deducting, however, a number in the eastern part
of the parish who are admitted to sealing ordinances in the chapel at
Johnstone. There are 789 Dissenters of all denominations.

Religious Societies.— There are two societies in this place for
promoting religious purposes, a parochial and a female society.
Their funds have dwindled down to a very small sum for some years
past. The former, at its institution in 1815, raised almost L. 100 ;
and now its annual income is generally below L.20. The latter,
which was instituted a year or two earlier, then raised above L. 40;
and now it does not raise L.10. Our Sabbath evening schools
have become more numerous, amounting to 7, and attended by

* A missionary station was opencd in the end of 1834.
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about 600 children. We have a Tract Society, a Temperance
Society, a Society for the reformation of morals, and various col-
lections for religious and charitable purposes, in the course of
every year.

The Tract Society is constituted and managed in such a man-
ner, that every family in the village is furnished with a new tract
upon some religious subject every week in the year; the distri-
butors going through their respective quarters for this purpose every
Monday.

Education.— Thereare altogether tenschools in this parish,—two
or three of which are very small, and others are not large; but there
are about 400 children attending all these schools.

The parochial schoolmaster has the legal accommodations of a
house and garden, and the maximum salary of L. 84, 4s.; but hi-
therto the teacher has paid L. 5 of this sum to a teacher at Glen-
head, a village on the south side of the loch, who has, besides this,
a school-house, a dwelling-house, and a small garden. The teacher
at Hollowood, the other village on that side of the loch, has the
same accommodations, and sometimes a sum raised by voluntary
subscription ; but there is no regular salary attached to this school.
There is in the village of Lochwinnoch a school supported by the
proprietors of the New mill. They have, very much to their honour,
provided an excellent school-room, giving the teacher a salary of
L. 86 a-year, and requiring him to teach 60 scholarsthrough the day,
80 under twelve years of age, who leave the mill before the others,
and meet in school at six o’clock, and 60 who meet at eight o’clock
in the evening. These children pay only 9d. a quarter to defray the
expense of paper, slates, &c. which are provided for them. But the
teacher is permitted to take in more than 60 scholars if they apply,
exacting of these additional scholars the ordinary rate of wages.
Al the other schools are wholly unendowed.  In about one-half of
the schools there is nothing taught but reading, and perhaps a little
English grammar, writing, and arithmetic. The other five or six
teachers are acquainted with Latin, and some of them know Greek,
French, and other branches of education. I am not aware there
are any children growing up among us without education, and if
this were discovered, provision would be made for their instruction.
There may be one or two, but there are not many, adults who can-
not read. The state of education seems to have been very diffe-
rent, only a little more than a century ago. So far from employ-
ing ten teachers here, the parochial schoolmaster seems to have
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been obliged to move from place to place, and even when he re-
turned to Lochwinnoch, got little encouragement. In anold MSS.
book belonging to Barr, there are the following records, ¢ school
taken up 4th January, 19 waens, including 4 lassies ;” ¢ school
taken up October 27th, 1697, 6 callans, no lassies.” ¢ Ye school
taken up 22d June 1697, 13 weans, including 8 lassies.”

Female education seems at this early period to have been very
much neglected, and former generations, perhaps, were still worse
instructed. This might be one reason for a resolution still to be
found in the minutes of session during the incumbency of Mr John
Paisley, dated October 13th 1691. ¢ William Glen, school-
master, is required to take care that all his scholars get the Cate-
chism so perquier, that by turns they may repeat the same before
the congregation every Lord’s day, one standing on the east end
of the church inquiring the question, and the other in the west
answering.”

Libraries.—There is a parochial library, which was instituted
in 1823, and therefore is not yet large. Special care is taken
to exclude from it all books hostile either to religion or government.
Another parochial library, exclusively religious, was established
in 1833. But many persons disliking this exclusive character, an-
other was formed in 1834, called the Working-Man’s Library ; into
which all kinds of books upon every subject are admitted, though
containing the most conflicting opinions, except such as are
hostile to evangelical religion. Long before the existence of any
of these libraries there were book-clubs, which interfere with the
prosperity of the parochial institutions. Some persons prefer these
clubs not merely from their dislike of public libraries, but be-
cause, after they have existed for some time, the books are sold,
and divided amongst the members, which enlarge and improve their
private libraries. There is likewise a small library of select books
upon religious subjects, and adapted to the capacities of young per-
sons attached to the Sabbath evening schools. This library is di-
vided into seven portions, one of which is given to each of the
schools for a year; after which, they are exchanged like the circu-
lating libraries in East Lothian, and every school has an opportu-
nity of using the whole library in the course of seven years.

Friendly Societies.—The oldest of these societies was the Far-
mers’ Box, which has been broken up; but there is still one at
Hollowood, connected with the landward part of the parish, whese
existence is also endangered, not by poverty, but by injudicious
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interference. This society is large, and very rich, but in conse-
quence of some legislative regulations, the members threaten to
dissolve it. One would think that ¢ the powers that be” have
enough to do, though they do not interfere with those who are
managing their own affairs peaceably and prosperously. There
were once eight Friendly Societies in the village of Lochwinnoch,
but at least three have become extinct. There is also a Female
Provident Society, formed upon the same principles. There is a
Female Benevolent Society, supported and conducted by the ladies
of the parish, which contributes essentially to the comfort of the
poor. The village is divided into districts, and visitors are appoint-
ed for each. The ladies visit all the poor in their respective dis-
tricts, and after careful investigation, distribute clothing, fuel, &c.,
according to exigencies,—so that no person can remain in a state
of wretchedness and want.

Poor and Parochial Funds, &c.— The average number of persons
on the poors’ roll for the last seven years has been 504. A pauper
receives from 9d. to 5s. a week. Besides regular paupers, how-
ever, there are a great many who receive donations and occasional
assistance in various ways. A large sum is expended in this way,
because it keeps persons for sometime from becoming regular pau-
pers, and is intended to encourage a spirit of independence, which
is fast giving way in this part of the country. In order to form
some idea of this maiter, it may be stated, that in the course of
the year 1832, the sum expended in the regular allowances to
those on the poors’ roll was L. 203 ; and the occasional donations
amounted to L. 135, 6s. 2d. It is but fair to remark, however,
that the greater part of these donations were given to those who
were likewise receiving regular parochial aid. Many rents are
paid when extraordinary assistance is wanted in peculiar circum-
stances, &ec.

The whole average expenditure for a year, both in occasional
donations, and for the regular poor, during the last seven years,
has been L. 821, 17s. 3}d. This sum is raised in the following
manner: Average annual amount of parochial collections for the
last seven years, L.93, 17s. 4d.; hearse and mortcloth ditto,
L. 6, 10s. 5d.: proclamation of banns of marriage, do., L. 14, 4s,
The remaining part of the funds was once raised by a regular
annual assessment upon the heritors, feuars, and householders;
but for some time past it has been raised by occasional voluntary
contributions as they are required, in the same proportions, every
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person contributing as formerly according to his property, which is
intended to retard the increase of expenditure. Of this sum, the
heritors contribute by far the greater part; the feuars and house-
holders paying only L. 35, when the heritors pay L. 166. *

There is no prison in this place, though it is much wanted,
and has often been talked of ; but there is a very active fiscal, and
a bench of Magistrates or Justices of Peace, who hold a court on
the first Saturday of every month.

Fairs.—There are three fairs held in this parish in the course
of the year. The oldest is called the fair of Hill, from the place
where it originally met, viz. on the Market Hill. It has been
held from time immemorial, on the first Tuesday of November,
old style, but has met for a long time past in the village of Loch-
winnoch. Originally, a great variety of clothes, shoes, &c. were
sold at this fair,—at present it is only a market for cattle, and a
time for meeting and settling Martinmas and other accounts.

The May fair or trades’ race, is held on the second Tuesday of
May, old style. It was begun about the year 1745 or 1750. The
trades had originally a parade, which has long been discontinued ;
but there is still sometimes a race of one kind or another. There
are some cattle in the market in the course of the day, and many
meet in the afternoon to settle their Whitsunday accounts.

The farmers’ parade or race is held on the first Tuesday of July.
It is of a still later date than the former. At one time, the far-
mers from all parts of the parish mustered at this parade ; but for
some time those on the south side of the loch have withdrawn, and
there is some prospect of its being discontinued altogether. Still,
however, a number of those on the north side of the loch have hi-
therto appeared at the parade. The horses used to be arranged
according to their colours, with a captain at the head of each com-
pany, and the whole marched under the command of a colonel.
The hats of the riders are adorned with ribbons, flowers, and new-
shot oats, and some of them have showy sashes and other orpa-
ments. The trappings of the horses are equally showy. One
of them carries a large flag, and they are accompanied by a piper,
and sometimes a band of instrumental music. Some of those who
ride the fleetest steeds, after the parade is over, try their speed in
a horse race. There are a few cattle at this fair likewise.

* William Brown, Esq, who died in Antigua in October 1835, has left L. 4000,
which is to be invested, and the interest to be given over to the kirk-session of
this parish for behoof of the poor. ‘This sum, it is hoped, will soon go far to super-

sede the nced of an assessment.
3
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Inns.—There are 24 inns in this parish, which are too many, and
do an incalculable amount of mischief without being balanced by
almost any good. The institution of temperance societies led to an
inquiry into the quantity of ardent spirits and other liquors used
here, and the melancholy and astounding fact was forced upon us,
that in this, as in the neighbouring parishes, three or four times
more money is expended in this manner than is required to support
both our churches and schools, and all our charitable and religious
institutions.

Fuel.—1It has already been remarked that there are two coal-
pits in the parish,—one in its eastern, and the other in its western
extremity. There was one lately in its centre, near the village of
Lochwinnoch, and there are beds of coal in various other places.
Quarrelton is only a mile or two beyond our eastern boundary,
where there is one of the most remarkable beds of coal in Great
Britain, if not in Europe ; and there are coal-pits equally numerous
and valuable in the opposite direction, beyond our western bound-
ary. A load of coalsissold at 7d., eight of which make an ordinary
cart. The proprietors and farmers in the eastern, and more
especially the western, extremity of the parish burn turf, but coal is
most generally used throughout the parish.

MisceLLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

The changes in this parish since the last Statistical Account
was written, have been rather progressive than sudden or remark-
able. There has been a departure, if it be not an advancement,
from a simple and more primitive state of society. The popula-
tion is almost doubled, and though this increase has been chiefly in
the manufacturing population, yet the country part of the parish is
much changed. The farm-houses and lands are much improved.
They are enclosed with hedges, and have every advantage from
roads. There is more wealth and external comfort; but I fear
there is also more vanity and luxury, and perhaps immorality and
crime. At the same time, while one class of a larger population
tempt to the commission of evil, another class ¢ provokes to love
and good works.” There are now far more exertions made to pro-
mote the intellectual and spiritual improvement of the inhabitants,
and therefore there is more intelligence and zeal than was forty
years ago.

I do not pretend to understand the best system of husbandry,
* but have received the following hints from an intelligent person, a
native of the parish, who has the management of an extensive dis-
trict.
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The old-fashioned practice still generally prevails, of taking two
white crops, and then usually, though not always, sowing down the
ground with rye-grass seed. There are exceptions to this mode
of farming, and it were of great importance for others to improve
the rotation and kind of crops grown.

The clay soils have been drained to a great extent of late years;
but the practice should be carried still farther; and then the fol-
lowing rotation of crops would be profitable if the situation be not
too elevated: beans, wheat, turnips, followed by a white crop,
and sown down with perennial rye-grass. Light soils are most ge-
neral, and on them the best rotation is oats, potatoes, and oats
again, or barley sown down with perennial rye-grass and clover.
The culture of wheat was introduced here within .the last twenty
or twenty-five years, but has never been carried to any great ex-
tent. A large proportion of the parish is ill adapted to this crop.
Indeed, a great deal of it is fitter for pasture than any kind of crop.
There is a fine breed of Ayrshire cows; and the butter and cheese
derived from the dairy,—the rearing of young cattle, and fattening
of others for the neighbouring markets of Paisley and Glasgow,
are the best sources of emolument to the farmers on the more ele-
vated districts. This kind of farming might in many places be
improved by irrigating whinstone soils, and converting them into
highly productive meadows. This was practised with great suc-
cess by the late Andrew Moody of Heathfield, Esq.

Though these hints may be of some use, yet the grand means
of improvement are to aim at the moral and religious culture of
the people. Mere intellectual culture and liberal acquirement, if
not brought under the influence of religion, are not enough. There
are hosts of politicians among the mechanics and workmen in every
manufacturing district, who, in intellectual acumen and one kind
of information, are elevated above their station; and yet, from a
want of regard to religion, and the industry and tranquillity which
flow from it, are some of them indigent and unhappy, and neither
amiable nor useful members of society. Religion ought to be the
governing principle, not merely of individuals and families, but of
magistrates and governments. Upon the latter it is incumbent to
promote religion and good morals, just in the same manner as it
belongs to them to do whatever may promote the peace and well-
fare of society.

Revised January 1836.



PARISH OF INCHINNAN.

PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. LAURENCE LOCKHART, MINISTER.

L—ToroGrRAPHY AND NATURAL HisTORY.

Name.—THE name has been variously written, as Inchenan,
Inchanan, Inchynan, Inchechynane, &c. &c., but is now generally
spelt Inchinnan. The first syllable is obviously composed of the
Celtic word * signifying an island or a peninsula, while the ad-
junct, according to one conjecture, is the plural of a word + derived
from the same source, and signifying a river. Another conjecture
is, that the adjunct is the name of Saint-Inan,} to whom the church
is supposed to have been dedicated. In Bagimont’s roll for Inch-
innan, there is the substitution of Killinan, and which, according to
the etymology that may be preferred, will mean either ¢ the Church
upon the Rivers,” or the Church of Saint Inan.” Chalmers affirms
that this parish acquired the name of Irchinnan, in consequence of
the proximity of a long narrow island in the river White Cart, where
it joins the Gryfe, opposite to the church. § Inasmuch, however, as
the parish is bounded by rivers on three sides, its peninsular cha-
racter may, with more probability, have given rise to the appella-
tion. It may also be stated, that, according to a tradition, which is

* Ynys (Welsh), inn's ( Gaelic), an islund, also a peninsula.

+ Ainhainan (Gaelic) rivers, sounds oinon.

$ We aretold that St Inan was a confessor at Irvine in the ninth century ; that he
wrote several theological works, whose titlesare given ; and that, after accomplishing
the pilgrimages of Rome and Jerusalem, he closed his life at Irvine, where multitudes
were wont to assemble to witness the miracles supposed to be performed at his tomb.

His festival was celebrated on the [8th of August.—Dempsteri Hist. Eccl. Gent.

18‘1;052, &c. printed for the Bannatyne Club. Edin. 1829,—also, Keith, 233. Edition of

It may be added, that St Inan was tutelar saint of Beith. On a hill in that parish

a seat and a well still bear his name, and a fair is held annually, not, however, on the

}&h budt. on the 30th of August, which is called Tannansday, by corruption for St
nan’s .

§ Her{e Chalmers is undoubtedly in error. The only island in the White
Cart is in the parish of Renfrew, and of modern and artificial origin, being mere-
ly a ion of land detached from the eastern bank of the river, by means of a
canal which was cut, in the memory of persons yet alive, for the purpose of removing
the obstructions created by Inchinnan Bridge, to navigation between the river Clyde
and the town of Paisley. There is an island in the Gryfe which might once corre-
spond witl, the description of Chalmers; but, always insignificant, it has been gradual-
l{l encl:o.ched upon by the water, and there is no longer any trace of it opposite to the
church.

RENFREW. H
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confirmed by the appearance of the surface, and of the soil beneath,
a branch of the Gryfe formerly intersected the parish, a little way
above the rocky elevation on which the church stands; in which
case the site of that building must have been once, in the strict
sense, insular, as it still occasionally is, at high floods.

Eztent and Boundaries.— The extreme length is about 34 miles,
and its breadth varies from § of a mile to 2 miles or more. It is
bounded on the north by the river Clyde, which divides it from
the parish of Old Kilpatrick in Dumbartonshire. Its eastern and
southern boundaries are formed respectively by the rivers Cart and
Gryfe, which flow between it and the parish of Renfrew; while
westward it marches in an irregular line with the parish of Erskine,
and touches at one point the parish of Houston.

Topographical Appearances.—The surface, especially in the vi-
cinity of the rivers, is flat, or gently sloped ; butit is diversified by
a number of diluvial rising grounds, of considerable elevation,—
some of them under the plough to the summit, others of them beau-
tifully wooded, and all of them commanding extensive views of the
surrounding country. The strath of the Gryfe is extensive and
fertile, and reminds the English traveller of his native vales.

Climate and Diseases.— The climate, although moist, is health-
ful. It has been alleged that, in former times, fevers were scarcely
known here. At present, the place does not appear to have any
greater degree of exemption from them thanis enjoyed by other well-
aired localities. Cases of typhus and scarlet fever occur almost every
year,—seldom, however, with fatal results. Last year, the natural
small pox prevailed extensively amongst persons of various ages, who
had all been vaccinated in infancy ; but in no instance did the dis-
ease destroy life or disfigure the countenance. On a recent occa-
sion, when Asiatic cholera afflicted the towns and villages of the
neighbourhood, a young healthy man, and an aged woman, both
of temperate habits, and residing under the same roof in a seclu-
ded cottage, were attacked during night almost simultaneously, and
both cases proved rapidly fatal. As may be conceived, this melan-
choly visitation created great alarm in the parish ; but happily the
epidemic did not extend its ravages farther.

Springs and Rivers.—In the higher parts, there are some springs
of the best quality, devoid of any mineral taint,—and of refreshing
coolness. Generally speaking, however, the wells are more or less
chalybeate ; and those in the vicinity of the river Gryfe are often
brackish during the drought of summer, when the salt water brought
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up by the tide,* (whose influence extends considerably beyond the
south-western boundary of the parish,) finds its way into them in a
less diluted form than during the rest of the year.

The character of the Clyde, in this neighbourhood, has been
much altered of late years, in consequence of the operations of the
river trustees, in deepening its bed for the improvement of the port
of Glasgow. When the steam-boats commenced plying, and the
dredging + machines were first introduced, the salmon appeared for
a time, in their fright, to have made their escape to less disturbed
waters. Of late years, however, they have been caught in consi-
derable quantities. The river Gryfe, a little way above the point
where it begins to bound Inchinnan, is a clear and pebbly stream,
with picturesque banks ; but in its farther progress its appearance
is changed. Within the grounds of Walkinshaw it acquires an in-
crease of volume by the influx of the Black Cart;t and, as its
subsequent course is through a rich and flat country, it becomes
interesting chiefly from its windings. At last, sweeping past the
church of Inchinnan, it is joined at Inchinnan bridge by the White
Cart, and then the river, formed by the united streams, assuming
simply the name of Cart, pursues its course in a broad channel,
until it is lost in the Clyde at Blythswood House.§ The pike,
eel, perch, and braize, abound in the Gryfe and Cart, and attract

* The following anecdote is still current. In the early part of last century, the
clergyman of Lamington, in the upper ward of Lanarkshire, had come to assist his
friend the i bent of Inchi on a sacr al ion, travelling on horseback,
and attended, according to the invariable practice, by his man, who, although from his
vocation a severe critic of sermons, was profoundly ignorant of the doctrine of the tides.
During the course of the visit, the servant was astounded and alarmed to discover that
the waters were moving in a direction the reverse of what he had previously witnessed ;
whereupon concluding that some awful calamity impended, he hastened to his mas.
ter’s chamber, broke his slumbers, divulged the appalling phenomenon, suggested the
prudence of immediate departure, and concluded by expressing a faint hope that they
might yet reach Lamington in ufet{.

T Each of these machines is worked by eight men. The quantity of stuff raised
by them varies, of course, with the nature of the bottom. The superintendant of the
river says he has seen 1200 tons raised in ten hours.

$ This river, which takes its rise from Castle Semple Loch, in the parish of Loch-
winnoch, is called Kertlochwinoe, in the chartulary of Paisley.

§ In the Cart, before its confluence with the Clyde, is a small island called Colin’s
Xsle, which, according to popular tradition, originated in the stranding of a vessel.
During a long pending litigation, which was the consequence, the vesasel was not re-
moved, and the mud and sand had so accumulated around it, that by the time the de-
cision came to be pr d, it had b a picturesque little island, covered with
thriving firs. This story was doubtless invented as a hit against the lawyers, who
abound in the neighbouring town of Paisley, but has called forth some pretty verses
frem Mr Park, the poet of Renfrew. The surrounding scenes above referred to are
universally admired for their amenity and tranquil beauty, and were in former times
embelmed in song by John Wilson, the author of Clyde, a poem, edited by the late

Dr Leyden in 1803.
« Where the proud bridge on stately arches rides,
And from his height surveys the slumbering tides,
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the disciples of Isaac Walton. The hand-loom weaver from Pais-
ley, recognized by his wan looks, green apron, and suit of rusty vel-
veteen, may frequently be seen angling for the fish last mentioned,
of which, though impregnated with a muddy flavour, he content-
edly makes his meal, and thinks himself fortunate if he can suc-
ceed in filling his creel in the course of a day’s fishing. Could not
a paternal government stretch forth its hand and do something to
ameliorate the condition of a most meritorious class of men, who
have suffered a long depression, not from any fault of their own,
but solely in consequence of those improvements in machinery
which have proved so beneficial to the community at large ? Let
them have but a fair remuneration for their labour, and their native
good sense will soon teach them to concern themselves with other
matters than annual parliaments and universal suffrage.

Geology and Mineralogy.— The geological features of this pa-
rish are not of so striking and peculiar a nature as to demand any
but a very brief notice. In so far as regards the character and compo-
sition of its surface, it presents the usual phenomena peculiar to the
diluvial deposit of the surrounding country. The diluvium itself
consists for the most part of a loose gravel, containing a multitude
of interspersed boulders of primary as well as secondary rocks,
which from their character appear to have been transported from a
north-western locality. The strata immediately beneath this di-
luvial covering belong to that series of the secondary division of
rocks denominated carboniferous. This is indicated by the alter-
nations they exhibit of grey sandstone, shale, and coal, which are
more or less conspicuous in the quarries that have been opened.
In these sandstones, very beautiful specimens of the fossil Flora, which
are supposed to be characteristic of the independent coal formation,
are found. The manner in which several whin dikes traverse these
stratais not unworthy of notice.— Some ofthem are of great thickness,
and have been, during a long series of years, extensively quarried for

go motion dares his amorous sloth molest
O; ;u‘l:i; uﬁlyct.hrst:bgl image on the breast.
Clyde, a Poem, p. 95.

Mr Wilson died master of the grammar school at Greenock, before his election to
which situation he had been taken bound by the magistrates and minister, to aban-
don for ever * the profane and unprofilable art of poem-making.” To this severe demand
he submitted for the sake of his family. In a letter to his son, we have the follow-
ing doleful p: : “ I once thought to live by the breath of fame, but how miser-
ably disappointed, when, instead of being caressed by the great, I was condemned to
bawl m hoarse among wayward brats, to cultivate sand, and wash Ethiopians for

all the dreary days of an obscure life, the contempt of shopkeepers and brutish skippers.”
—Biograpbical sketch by Dr Leyzlen. P
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paving and macadamizing purposes. The simple minerals are too
insignificant to call for any particular remarks, being confined to a
few crystals of calc-spar, which are occasionally found in the strata
above referred to.

Soils.—The soil consists chiefly of strong productive clay. On
the banks of the rivers, it is of a rich loamy description.—In the
higher parts, itis gravelly, approaching more or less to what is cal-
led dry field.

Zoology.— The weasel, hedgehog, and mole, abound here. The
country people complain of the number of foxes; but it may be
doubted whether they would resign the enlivening spectacle of
the hunt passing through their borders, for the sake of the few
barn-door fowls that the fox now and then appropriates. Hares
find good cover in this parish, and are plentiful, especially in Lord
Blantyre’s grounds, where they are preserved. The sportsman
finds abundance of snipes, and occasionally a wild duck and water-
hen on the boggy banks of the Gryfe, Cart, and Clyde. Pheasants
and partridges are tolerably abundant, and grouse are occasion-
ally met with in the moss of Southbarr.—The thrush, blackbird,
and other warblers, exist in great abundance. The cuckoo pays an
annual visit, also the land-rail. Great flocks of lapwings or pee-
wits are continually flying about ﬂappmg the air with their wings.
The halcyon or kingfisher builds in Colin’s isle. There are nests
of common herons on some high fir trees in Park wood, adjacent
to the Newshot isle in the Clyde, where they are sometimes seen
in considerable numbers catching their prey. Owls and other
doleful creatures occasionally haunt the tower of the parish church,
whilst the space between the ceiling and the roof shelters a pro-
fusion of bats.

Botany.— On this head the place affords but scanty materials for
description. The writer has not remarked any species of indige-
nous plants within the parish, not noticed in Hopkirk’s Flora Glot-
tiana. In the pleasure grounds of Park, the horse-chesnut and
walnut trees produce ripe fruit in abundance, and the laurels have
in the lapse of an unusually short period reached the height of
thirty feet. The rarer herbaceous plants are also cultivated with
great success. At Southbarr, there is an extensive range of hot-
houses, containing a valuable assortment of green-house plants,
vines, &c. In the lawn, the fir, oak, beech, elm, &c. have found
a congenial soil, and although principally planted within the last
fifty years, have reached dimensions rarely attained in so limited a



118 RENFREWSHIRE.

time. The plantations at Rashelee are also in a most thriving con-
dition. ]
IL—CiviL Hisrtory.

Historical Notices.—The lands of Inchinnan formed one of the
numerous grants which the Stewarts obtained from the Kings of
Scotland, before their own race became royal. By a charter dated
at the Castle of Roxburgh, a. p. 1158, in which King Malcolm I'V.
confirmed Walter (filius Alani) the first undoubted High Stewart
of Scotland, in his office, and in the lands he had received from
King David, he bestowed upon him some new privileges and grants
of land. Among the latter Inchinnan* is specified. About the
middle of the thirteenth century we find Alexander, High Stew-
art, mortifying to the monks of Paisley, chalders of meal from
his lands of Inchinnan.t During the reign of Robert 1. Wal-
ter the High Stewart gave some valuable { portions of the pro-
perty to Sir Walter Hamilton, ancestor of the Duke of Hamilton:
but it would appear that, earlyin the fourteenth century, all that had
been retained of the original grant was bestowed upon the Stew-
arts of Darnley, who became subsequently Earls and ultimately
Dukes of Lennox. In 1361, Sir John Stewart of Darnley, having
personally resigned all the lands of Crookisfow, Inckinnan, and Perth-
wyckscott, with their pertinents, into the hands of Robert the
High Stewart (afterwards King Robert IL), had the same granted
to him by an original charter. To Matthew, Lord Darnley, and
second Earl of Lennox, the descendant and representative of the
above Sir John Stewart, James I'V. granted in 1511 a charter of
confirmation, containing a clause by which His Majesty, from the spe-
cial favour which he bears towards his cousin the said Earl, and for
the gratuitous services rendered by him, and for the preservation
of the Castleof Crookisfow, the manor and palace of Inchinnan, and
other policies within the lordship of Darnley, from the devastation

*® Precterea ego ipse eidem Waltero in feudo et hereditate dedi, et bac eadem carta
confirmavi pro servitio quod ipsi regi David et mihi fecit Prethe quantum rex Da-
vid in manu sua tenui et Inchienun, &c.—Vide Appendix to Chartulary of Paisley,
p- 1, printed for the Maitland Club.

+ Omnibus Cristi fidelibus, &c. Sciatis me dedisse, concessisse, et carta mea con-
firmasse Deo et Sancto Jacobo et Sancto Mirino ii de Passelet et monachi
ibidem deo servientibus, &c. duas celdras farine singulis annis percipiendas de fir-
ma mea de Inchynnan, &c.—Chartulary of Paisley, p. 87.

{ Barnhill, Alands, Newlands, &c.—These, according to Hamilton of Wishaw,
(Description of the Shires of Lanark and Renfrew, printed for the Maitland Club,
1831, p. 87,) were commonly said to have been a god bairn gift. They afterwards be-
longed successively to the Erskines, Hamilton of Orbiston, Graham of Dougalston,
Lord Douglss, M‘Dowall of Walkinshaw,and are now the property of W. M. Alex-

ander, Esq. of Southbarr, and Mrs Redfearn.
3
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and destruction that might happen to them during the time that
the said lands might be in ward—granted and confirmed to the
said Matthew, Earl of Lennox, and his heirs male, the said castle
and fortalice of Crookisfow, &c. and the said manor and palace
of Inchinnan, with the parks and gardens thereof, the Dominical *
lands of Inchinnan, the lands of Quithill, the town of Inchinnan,
Ruschaled, Wirthland, Flurys, Gardenerland, &c. with the whole
commons thereof, extending also to a L. 20 land of old extent, &c.
to be held by the said Matthew Earl of Lennox, &c. of and under
His Majesty and his successors, Kings and Stewarts of Scotland,
in fee and heritage, in free blanch farm for ever, for payment of
a penny silver if asked, allenarly, notwithstanding that the said
Lordship of Darnley was formerly held by service of ward and
relief, &c.— Stewart’s Genealogical Hist. of the Stewarts, pp. 71,
212, 213,

Upon the death of Matthew, fourth Earl of Lennox, in 1571,
his grandson King James VL, as heir male of the Stewarts of Darn-
ley and Lennox, became entitled to the honours and estates of that
family; but unwilling that they should be absorbed in the crown,
he conferred them in the first instance upon his uncle Charles Stew-
art, and, after the death of the latter without issue, upon his grand-
uncle Robert Stewart, Bishop of Caithness. When the latteraccepted
the earldom of March, the Lennox estates and titles were granted
by the King to Esmé Stewart Lord d’Aubigny (the son and heir
of John Lord d’ Aubigny, the youngest brother of the King’s grand-
father Matthew Earl of Lennox), and whom he farther elevated to
a dukedom in 1581. In 1672, this line having failed in the person
of Charles sixth Duke of Lennox, also Duke of Richmond, (the
husband of the beautiful Frances Stewart of the noble house of
Blantyre) they once more reverted to the Crown ; and Charles IL
was served heir at Edinburgh 1680. The retour of the special ser
vice on that occasion specifies the lands of Inchinnan with the pa-
tronage of the parish church. Charles inmediately transferred the
Lennox estates to his natural son Charles Lennox, whom he had
previously created Duke of Lennox and Richmond ; by whom they
were sold about the beginning of last century to James, Marquis
and afterwards Duke of Montrose, and who, notwithstanding the

* That is Maines lands or lands occupied or laboured by the Lord of the manor.
Vide Skene's explanation of Terre Dominicales, in his work « De Verborum Signifi-

catione, or the exposition of the terms or difficult words conteint in the foure buikes
of Regiam Majestatem and others.”—These lands now form the farm of Oldmains.
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numerous * alienations of former times, became then proprietor or

superior of by far the more considerable part of this parish. The

said property now belongs to Archibald Campbell, Esq. of Blyths-

wood, Lord Lieutenant of the county, hisancestor having purchas-

ed it from James Duke of Montrose in the year 1737.
Land-owners, with their respective valuations.

Archibald Campbell of Blythswood, . . L.%0 0 0
W. M. Alexander of Southbarr, and Mrs Redfearn, joint pro-
prietors of Walkinshaw, . . . 463 6 8
" W. M. Alexander, Southbarr, . . . 203 6 8
The Lord Blantyre, . . . . 20 0 0
Matthew Killoch of Freeland, . . . 160 0 O
William Fulton of Park, . . . . 157 6 8
William Mazxwell of Dargavel’s Lands of Rashelee, . 96 0 0
Miss Balfour of House of Hill, . . . 8 6 8
John Algiet of Greenhead, . . . 2 00
J. Crawg)rd of Ferrycroft, . . . 1613 4
The Lord Douglas, . . . . 9 00
Robert Cameron of Ladyacre, . . . . 613 4
L.2398 13 4

Few of these heritors are resident in the parish, but most of them
have seats in the neighbourhood.

Family Descent.—Mr Campbell of Blythswood is descended by
a female from the family of Ardkinlas; but his name was original-
ly Douglas, and he is male representative of the family of Dou-
glas of Mains in Dumbartonshire. .

* Thus Matthew Earl of Lennox had, in 1497, given Northbarr and Rashelee to
his relative Thomas Stewart, the first of the family of Barscube. Northbarr was pur-
chased by Donald M*Gilchrist in 1670. About the middle of last century, it was
purchased by the Lord Semple. It is now the property of Lord Blantyre, and is
connected with the grounds of Erskine by means of a bridge thrown across the pub-
lic road close to Erskine ferry.

Rashelee has been in the possession of the family of the present proprietor, Wil-

liam Maxwell, Esq. of Dargavel, for upwards of three centuries,—his ancestor, Patrick
Maxwell of Newark, having acquired it from the family of Lennox previously to
1516. Southbarr had been long possessed by another branch of the Maxwell family.
and was purchased by thelate Boyd Alexander, Esq. in the Le:nr 1785.
: The lands of Park were granted in 1522 by John Earl of nox, to his kinsman,
William Stirling of Glorat. This beautiful property appears to have passed through
many hands. 1t was purchased in 1787 from a family of the name of Campbell by
the father of the present proprietor, William Fulton, Esq. who has recently adver-
tised it for sale.

Freeland, says Crawford, was in old times the inheritance of the Stewarts of Kil-
croy. It was called by them Freeland Stewart, which name was changed to Freeland
Brisbane, by a new proprietor who had the latter surname. When Crawford wrote
it was the property of William Maxwell, brother to the Laird of Dargavel. The fa-
ther of the present proprietor, Matthew Killoch, Esq. purchased it from a gentleman
of the name of Ker.

+ There are several respectable farmers in this parish of the name of Algic or Al-
g0¢, a name peculiar, it is believed, to this part of the country. In former timesa
family of this name had considerable estatesin Renfrewshire, and were of Italian ori-

in, the first of them having come from Rome in the suite of one of the Abbots of

nisley. The Algies of Inchinnan are spirited farmers, and the name, along with
otherl: in this place, frequently flourishes amongst the prize takers at ploughing-
matches.
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Mr Maxwell Alexander of Southbarr, (nephew of the late pro-
prietor) is second son of the deceased Claud Alexander, Esq. of
Ballochmyle, of the family of Newton, cadets of Blackhouse.

Mr Maxwell of Dargavel is male representative of the Halls of
Fulbar, who obtained their estate from King Robert IL, and as-
sumed the name of Maxwell at the beginning of last century, when
they succeeded through a female to the family of Dargavel, cadets of
the Maxwells of Newark, who sprung from the family of Calder-
wood in Lanarkshire. .

Miss Balfour of House of Hill, now called Northbarr, is mater-
nally descended from Donald M*Gilchrist, who purchased North-
barr proper in 1671, and claimed descent from Donaldus M*Gil-
christ Lord of Tarbart, who lived in the time of Robert the Bruce,
and was a benefactor to the monastery of Paisley.

Eminent Men.—Of these there are several at this moment re-
sident, but their merits must be left to the statistical pen of some
future incumbent.  Looking to former times, Mr Robert Law, au-
thor of the Memorials of Scotland, appears to have been born here.
He was the son of the Rev. Thomas Law, minister of Inchinnan
in the early part of the seventeenth century, and the grandson of
James Law, Archbishop of Glasgow. This parish also produced
a gentleman of the name of Maxwell, the younger of Southbarr,
who wrote verses, and died in early life in the beginning of the
seventeenth century.  The late lamented Mr Motherwell possessed
a MS. volume of verses which he attributed to Maxwell’s pen, and
published some extracts in the Paisley Magazine. If we may judge
from the specimen appended, the muse of the Inchinnan poet did
not soar to the sublime. *

Parochial Registers.— These, although consisting of several vo-
lumes, do not extend farther back than to the year 1722. The lists

® Glen. Bayth fals and greedie et nunquam leal
Post haud nedie, bayth fals and greedie,
And ower speedie to flatter and steil,
Bayth fals and greedie et nunquam leal.

Bisch. Barachagrie is my castellum, gif ye it seik

With clay wallis, for bellum Barschagrie is my castellum,
Courit wt smeik and smelling wt suete schairne and reik,
Barschagrie is my castellum gif ye it seik.

Abo. Pas. The ministeris intendis to get the teind beir,
The abote miskendis that the ministeris intendis ;
The granter defendis and garis them sing perqueir,
The minister intendis to get the teind beir.

Mor. Max. I hazarde my guid name, my lyfe and my land,

To bring the Douglas hame I hazarde my guid name,
And now to bring me to schame yai do yat thai can,

C I hazard id name, my life and my land.
- oy i P. M. p. 385
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of births, baptisms and marriages are intermingled with accounts
of the money collected at the church door on Sundays, and state-
ments of the expenditure in behalf of the poor, together with the
minutes of the proceedings of the kirk-session in matters of disci-
pline.

The older documents are so confused and unsatisfactory, and
some of them in such a state of decay, that the kirk-session have
ordered the whole to be transcribed by the parochial teacher, Mr
Galloway, whose accuracy and intelligence are a security for the task
being properly executed. Had the more ancient records been
preserved, we might have found some details on the subject of

witcheraft.*

® An account of the Confession and Death of John Reid, smith in Inchinnan, who made
a discovery conform to the former witnesses after the trial was over.— Upon the 21st of
May 1697, after the trial of the seven witches, there is an attestation subscribed by
Mr Patrick Simpson, minister at Renfrew, Walter Scott, bailie there, &c. of this
import, John Reid, smith in Inchinnan, prisoner, did in presence of the said persons
and some others, declare, that about a year ago the devil (whom he knew to be such
thereafter) appeared to him when he was travelling in the night time, but spoke none
to him at the first encouanter. At the second appearance he gave him a bite or nip
in his loin, which he found painful for a fortnight. That the third time he appeared
to him as a black man, and desired him to engage in his service, upon assurance of
getting gear and comfort in the world, since he should not want any thing that he
would ask in the devil's name: and then he renounced his baptism, putting the one
band to the crown of his head, and the other to the sole of his foot, thereby giving
himself up to Satan’s service, after which the pain of the bite or nip ceased. He told
that hitherto there were no others present; but thereafter he was at several meetings,
particularly that in Bargarran’s yard, about the time when there was a fast for Chris-
tian Shaw; where the devil appeared in the same kind of garb as he first appeared
to him, and they consulted Christian’s death, either by worrying or drowning her in
the well, and the devil said, he should warrant them, that they should neither be
heard, seen, nor confess ; to which end he gave every one of them a bit of flesh ; that
the declarant got, but let it fall and did not eat it. Thereafter, in the presence of the
laird of Jordanhill, the minister, Mr Andrew Cochrane, town-clerk, and Bailie Pater-
son, he owned his former confessions: and being enqujred of Jordanhill how they
were advertised of their meetings, be said that ordinarily at their meetings the time
of the next was appointed ; but for particular warning there appeared a black dog
with a chain about his neck, who tinkling it, they were to follow, &c. And being
enquired by the minister, if he did now wholly renounce the devil (for he had for-
merly told how Satan had not performed his promise) and give himself to Jesus
Christ, and desire to find mercy of God through him : he assented thereunto. Itis
to be observed that John Reid, after his confession, had called out of the prison win-
dow, desiring Bailie Scott to keep that old body Angus Forrester, who had been his
fellow prisoner, close and secure ; whereupon the company asked John, when they
were leaving him, on Friday’s night the 21st of May, whether he desired company,
or would be afraid alone ; he said he had no fear of any thing. So being left till Sa-
turday’s forenoon, he was found in this posture, viz. sitting upon a stool, which was
on the hearth of the chimney, with his feet on the floor and his body straight upward,
his shoulders touching the lintel of the chimney, but his neck tied with his own neck-
cloth (whereof the knot was behind) to a small stick thrust into a clift above the lin-
tel of the chimney; upon which the company, especia)ly John Campbell, a surgeon,
who was called, thought at first, in respect of his being in an ordinary posture of sit-
ting, and the neckcloth not having any run loup, but an ordinary knot, which was
not very strait, and the stick not having the strength to bear the weight of his body
or the struggle, that he had not been quite dead ; but finding it otherwise, and that
he was in such a situation, that he could not have been the actor thereof himself, con-
cluded that some extraordinary cause had done it, especially, considering that the
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Antiquities.— The palace of Inchinnan, referred to in the histo-
rical notices, stood near to the site of the farm-steading of Garna-
land, on the north side of the parish, and looking towards the Clyde.
It was built by Matthew, Earl of Lennox, in the year 1506.
When Crawford wrote his history of the shire of Renfrew, there
were ** some considerable remains of it.” Persons still in life re-
collect having seen a portion of the ruins, which, however, having
been found to contain some good materials for building, were, in
the absence of the laird, condemned to contribute their share of a
gable to the farm-house adjacent. Had the structure been of any
great consequence, it would not, it is likely, have fallen so early in-
to decay; a conclusion strengthened by the fact, that the castle of
Crookston, the principal residence of the Darneley Stewarts, now
in ruins, is only five miles distant from Inchinnan, and by another
fact referred to in the historical notices, viz. that the lands of Park,

immediately adjoining the palace, were alienated a few years after ’

the date of the erection of the palace. It may be added, that there
is no evidence of charters having been dated at the palace of In-
chinnan. From a wall in an old mill near to the site of the palace,
and recently pulled down, was taken a stone, which is referred to
by Semple in the continuation of Crawford’s history of the county;
it is now deposited within the tower of the church, and is inscribed
as follows:*

FSL.HCL
16. 31

The former church of Inchinnan, which was pulled down in the
year 1828, was a very ancient structure, upwards of 50 feet in
length by only 18 feet in breadth, with an antique scarcement to
throw off the rain from the foundation. Its walls were of great thick-
ness. The side wall to the south presented several frightful fissures,
which were observed suddenly to increase, and having, moreover,

| D.D

door of the room was secured, and that there was a board set over the window, which
was not there the night before when they left him.

The seven witches alluded to in the above extract were three men and four wo-
men, executed at Paisley for the bewitching of Christian Shaw, daughter of Bargar-
ran, on Thursday the 10th June 1697. They were first banged for a few minutes,
and then cut down, and put into a fire prepared for them, into which a barrel of tar
was put in order to consume them more quickly.—Vide a History of the Witches of
Renfrewshire, who were burnt on the Gallow-green of Paisley. Paisley, 12mo. 1809.

® The antiquarianism of the place and neighbourhood has not yet interpreted the
above inscription ; and the writer deems it prudent to hazard no conjecture on the
subject, calling to remembrance the embarrassing position of a distinguished anti-
quary, who, having made as he thought the profound discovery, that A. D. L L.
meant Agricola dicavit Libens, Lubens, was required to abandon it for the true in-
terpretation, which turned out to be, diken Drum’s Lang Ladle.~-Antiquary, new
edit. Vol. i. p. 50.
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begun to bulge out from the eaves downwards, it was pronounced
by tradesmen to be in a very dangerous state ; yet it was brought
down with greater difficulty than the eastern gable, which, accord-
ing to tradition, had been rebuilt towards the close of the seven-
teenth century. Silver and copper coins of the reigns of William
and Mary, Henry IV. of France, &c. were found in the ruins, but
there was no appearance of their having been deposited by design.
When the floors were lifted, an immense quantity of human bones
was found. The area was literally paved with skulls. The beams
of the roof were of solid oak, some of them perfectly fresh, and
with marks of having formerly belonged to a building of quite dif-
ferent dimensions,—thus confirming the current tradition, that, when
the palace of Inchinnan became ruinous, the beams which had sup-
ported its roof were partly transferred to the parish church, which
happened at the time to require repair. It is believed that the
old church of the adjoining parish of Erskine was supplied in the
same way from the same source. In the church-yard, all the old
tomb-stones, of which many remain, have crosses of different forms
sculptured upon them. The parishioners point out what tradition
has taught them to call the Templars graves. The stones cover-
ing them, now reduced to four in number, are not flat but ridged ;
and upon their sloping sides, figures of swords may be distinctly
traced. If ever there were stone coffins under them, it is long
since they have disappeared, and the graves themselves have been
appropriated from time immemorial to the use of the parishioners.

Modern Buildings.—The only buildings of any architectural
pretensions are the church and bridge of Inchinnan. The for~
mer is Gothic, with a massive square tower, buttresses, &c. and is
much admired. The latter is an elegant structure, consisting of
two divisions, under one of which the Gryfe passes, while the other
is thrown across the White Cart. It was erected at an expense of
L.17,000. The house of Southbarr was, with the exception of
one wing, destroyed some years ago by accidental fire, and has not
yet been rebuilt.

IIL.—PoruLaTION.
In 1755, the population amounted to 397

791, . 306
1801, . . . 462
1811, . . . 641
1821, . . . 582
1831, . . 620

The diminution of the population between 1755 and 1791, is
to be accounted for, partly by the removal of a distillery, and
4
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partly by the consolidation of farms,—to which must be added the
growth of the manufactures of Paisley, which seduced cottars from
country parishes adjacent. The increase from 1791 to 1801,
arose in some degree from the impetus of the high prices of grain,
which prompted the farmer to subject his pastures more extensive-
ly to the plough, rendering more hands necessary ; also from the
opening of quarries at Park, and extensive improvements on the
estate of Southbarr,—both which causes operated so as either to pro-
duce an influx of new labourers, or to detain those who, under
other circumstances, would have sought employment elsewhere.
The farther increase at 1811 depended on the introduction of
some families for the purpose of reclaiming some moss land on the
estate of Southbarr, but principally on the building of Inchinnan
bridge, which brought an influx of labourers. ~Since that time the
population has varied from year to year; but the comparatively
high average still maintained is to be ascribed to the increased
demand for labour on the Clyde, in the quarries, and in the drain-
ing of land. The numbers of males and females are nearly equal,
and there are no insane, fatuous, blind, or deaf and dumb persons
in the parish. Instances of longevity occur, it is believed, with
greater frequency than is common among a population so limited in
number. A female died this season who had nearly completed
ninety-six years, and retained her faculties in wonderful preserva-
tion until a short time before her death.

Character of the People, Customs, Habits, §c.—In their general
character the people are intelligent and well conducted, neighbourly
and kind, and exemplary in their attendance on divine ordinances.
There is scarcely a person who can be called a gross and habitual
drunkard; butabusessometimesattend the celebration of new-year’s-
day, and in consequence of the old habit of transacting business
over a glass, there is a great risk of habits of intemperance being
formed. '

Here, as elsewhere in Scotland, funerals were formerly conduct-
ed at a great and even ruinous expense.—The company invited
was unnecessarily large, and observed little punctuality in assem-
bling. It was not uncommon to have what was called a ¢riple
service, which meant that three glasses, two of wine and one of
spirits, were offered successively to each person present. Even
the double service is going into desuetude, a single glass of wine
being, generally speaking, all that is now offered in the shape of
liquor. After the last duties have been performed at the church-
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yard, the immediate relatives and intimate friends return to the
house where the death has occurred, to condole with the survivors ;
on which occasion a simple repast is served up.

: IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— With a few trifling exceptions;
the whole population is agricultural, or engaged in pursuits subsi-
diary to husbandry, or arising out of the ordinary wants of the
people. There are 3 smiths, 3 carpenters, * 1 shoemaker, 1
weaver, 1 tailor, and 1 coalemerchant, who brings his coals by water
to a wharf at Inchinnan Bridge. The number of persons employ-
ed in the quarries varies considerably at different times, and some
of them have their domiciles in other parishes. There are five in-
dividuals who rent small portions of land, which they cultivate in
addition to other occupations. Three farmers live principally by sup-
plying distilleries with peats, which Southbarr moss furnishes of the
best quality. Large quantities are conveyed by water-carriage to
Edinburgh, Clackmannan, &c. at the rate of 7s. per ton, and others
are taken by la