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* This was the number in 1782,

The minifter of this

I
2€
34
45
66
77
89
94

I03

98

-1112

119
124
130

3134

140
145
153
160
194
198
203
213
216
219
224

No. Name, Population’in 1755. in 17se-1. Inc. Dec. Page.
1 Dingwall, - 067 1379 382{——
2 Perty, - 1643 1518 125
3 Kinguflie and Inch, 1g9co| 1983 83—
4 Fordice, - - 3212 ¥3425| 213/——
5 Monymufk, - 1005 1127| 122/—r
6 Anftruther Wefter, 385]  37c 1§+
= Gairloch, - - 2050/ 2200| 150—
8 Marnoch, - 1894 1963 66—
o Lllon, - - 1494] 2308| 814/——
10 Loudoun, - - 25231 1830 693
11 FEyemouth, . - 792| 1000] 208 —r
12 Linton, - - 413 383— | 30
13 Glammifs, - - 1580| $2040| 260
14 Dyce, - - 383 352 31
15 Inch, - - - 1513 id450——| 063
16 Dunfcore, = = - 651| §1033| 382——
147 Luggan, - - 1521 1512)——| 9
18 Bonkle and Prefton, 691| 622 69
19 Lochgoilhead&.Kilmorich, 1505/ 1012]——| 493
20 Dirleton, - - 1700 1200——]| §CO
21 Coull, - - - 751 465 —| 280
22 Blackford, - - 1681 1360—~——o| 321
23 Afhkirk, - - 629/ 539 ole
24 Smallholm {, - - 551  421|——/| 130
5 Maybole §, - - 2058/ 37501692
. 26 Fernell, - - 509|620 TIlj—
Carried over, 34.231/35,850144%3/2855

pa-

rifh made no return for 1790-1, but fays, ¢« The population,
Sfince that period, has rather éncreafed than diminifhed.”
+ This was the number in 1783 ; and Mr Lyon fays, ¢ he
has reafon to think the number fince is nof diminifbed.”
¢ The additional population, mentioned in the Appendix, p.

597, is here included.

i1 In thefe two parifhes, the number of examinable perfons
only being returned, a proportionable addition, at the rate of
one fourth of the examinable liff, is made for children under 8

years of age.
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No: Name,

Brought over,
274 Stenton, - -
28 Beath, - - -
29 Fintray, - -
30 Culfalmond, - -
31 Dairfie, - -
32 Bracadale - -
33 Rothes, - -
34 Flitk, - - -
35 Skirling, - .

36 Durris, - -

37 Makerfton*, . -

38 Torofay, . -

39 Monedie, - -

40 Maxton, . -
- 41 Inverkeillor, -

42 Logie, - -

43 Stitchell and Hume,
44 Etterick, - -
45 Forgandenny, -
46 Hobkirk, - -
47 Drumoak, - -
48 Lefwalt, - -
49 Stobo, - -

50 Larbert and Dunipace,

51 Penningham, -
52 Polmont, - -
53 Hoddom, - -
. 54 Dun, - -
55 Southend, - -
56 Applecrofs, -
57 Manor, - -

58 Tain, = -

Carried over,

Population in 1755, in 1790-1: Inc, Dec. Page,

34,231/ 35,859 4483]2855
631 624 ——| 7|231
1099/ 450 ——| 649(233
905| 920 15— |236
810 618 ——| 196|240
469 540 71j—|242
1907/ 2250  343|=—|24§
746| 15001 754 250
318 331 13 252
335 234 — JO01 254
88g| 651 238|258
165/ 255  9O|——|262
1012} 17331 721}——|265
1492 11320 ——| 172(269
307 T 320 —| 711276
1286/ 1747  461]—|280
1985| §1500] ——| 485|287
959/ 1000 41}——1290
3971 479 73—|294
1205 978 317|298
530 500  170|e— (311
760 708 52315
652 1194 542/—(318
313 318 5|l—1324
1864| 4o00| 2136/ —|333
1509; 2000 4911339
1094/ 1400 306|——|344
1393 1198 1951347
657|500 ——| 157359
1391] 1300 ——| 01[363
835| 1734 899——[369
320 2129 91383
1870] 2100| 230——|389

64,516 70,687| 11,844!5673

* This parith has decreafed of late ; but has increafed, upon

the whole, fince 1755,

1 This includes the population of the New Parith.

pendix, p- 603.

See Ap-

4 This was the number in 1782, and no enumeration has fince

been made.

§ This was the population about 30 years ago. Mr Wright

makes no return for 1792,



CONTENTS.

No. Name!

Brought over,
- ¢q Newtyle, - -
6o Kildonan, - -
61 Lerwick, - -
62 Eaft Kilbride, -
63 Arroqubhar, -
64 Fern, - .
65 Bonbhil, - -
66 Dalziel, - -
- 67 Acrbirlot, - -
68 Dores, - -
69 Airth, - -
7o Kinnellar, - <
71 Kincardine, -
72 Tongue, - -
#3 Inchinnan, -
74 Farr, - -
75 Garvock, -
76 Cleifh, - -
77 Rogart, - -
48 St. Madois, -
79 Durnefs, = -
8o Straiton, - -
Appendix, -

Total,
Population in 1753,

Increafe in 1791,

64,516] 70,687] 11,844
913 594 ——
1433 1365 ——
1193 1259 66
2029| 2359|  33¢
466/ 379 —
500, 499
ge1ll 2310] 1409
351 478 127
865 1055 190
1520 1365
2316] 2350 34
398 342 ——
1743 1600 —
To93| 1439 346
397| 306 —
2800) 2600 —
755| 460 ~—
692 653 e——
1961 2000 239
189 360 111
1000, 1182 182
11231 934 ——
88,954/ 96,507| 14,878
=== 88:954 7325
=== 7553 7553

5673
319
68

87
1o

155

56
143

91
200
295

39

189

-

7325

Yii

Population in 1755. in 1790-1. Iac. Dec. Page;

399
403
414
42t
430
438
442
454
467
479
486
496
505
517
532
538
545
549
563
568
576
586

595

ADVER.
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ADVERTISEMENT,

To the 3d and 4th Volumes.

HAVE now the pleafure of delivering to the
public, a very valuable addition to the volumes
already printed of the StaTisTicAL AcCOUNT cF
ScorrLanp. They contain, in all, 151 parilhes, which
{ufliciently proves, that the whole work, on the fame
fcale, may be comprehended within bounds not too
bulky—a matter, at the {ame time, not very eafily
accomplifhed, as it is difficult to fix on that happy me-
dium, which, avoiding prolixity on the one hand, yet
preferves, on the other, every fa&t or obfervation of
real curiofity or importance.

The value of this inquiry, not only to this, but to
other countries, appears every day more and more
indifputable ; and it is to be hoped, that the example
of Scotland, in this refpet, will foon be imitated by
other nations. For that purpofe, a fpecimen of the
work has been tranflated into French, and tranfmit-
ted to every perfon of power, political influence, ox
literary merit, on the continent of Europe. The

Vor. IIL b fpecimen
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fpecimen contains 6 diftri&s, and is drawn up, in fuch
a manner as to give, within narrow bounds, a view of
the progrefs of human fociety. The firft diftri&t, (that
of Kinguffie in Badenoch), is entirely paftoral; the fe-
cond, (Morham in Eaft Lothian), is employed in agri-
culture; in the third, (Moulin in Perththire), there
is the commencement of manufatures: From the
fourth, (Neilfton in Renfrewfhire), the effeits of the
complete eftablithment of manufadtures, on the man.
ners and morals of the people, may be traced. The
fifth, (Montrofe *), is a diftrict poflefled of foreign
commerce; and the work concludes with an account
of Edinburgh, as a fpecimen of the progrefs of luxu-
ry. The very flattering encomiums, beftowed by fe-
veral foreigners, of the firft merit and diffin&ion,
who have had an opportunity of examining this pa-
per, proves to what a heighth the charater of the
clergy of Scotland will be elevated, by their ftatifti-
cal exertions.

In a work of this nature, it is impoflible to avoid
committing a number of miftakes4. It is even at-
tended with confiderable difficulty to print a volume,
the manufcript of which is written in from 5o to 8o
: different

* Montrofe and Moulin are in the 5th volume, which is now
in the prefs, and in which it is alfo propofed to include Edin-
burgh.

+ One miftake, in the 2d volume, in jaftice to the able and
learned minifier of Kettle, it may be proper to take notice of,
it appearing, on farther inquiry, that the very important table,
given in the Statiftical Account of the parifh of Kettle, (vol.
1t), was fuggefted by Mr Barclay himfclf, who is confequently
entitled to the praife of that meritorious idea.
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different hands: And it is impoflible, on every occas
fion, to ftop the progrefs of the printer, in order to
procure, from a diftant correfpondent, an explana-
tion of his original communications. But every
clergyman of liberality of {pirit, and every reader
of candour, will readily make allowances for accidental
errors, to which, indeed, a work of this nature is fo
peculiarly liable.

It is at prefent only neceflary to add, in regard to
the fucceeding volumes, that it is the author’s inten
tion, to perfevere in the fame plan, until he has
given a fimilar account of every parifh of the kingdom.
His objet is, to lay the foundation of a great, metho-
dical, and complete furvey of Scotland, and perhaps
of England, which he hopes will be undertaken, by
the government of the country, at the commencement
of the enfuing century. If periodical furveys are af-
terwards taken, every 5o or 100 years, they will fur-
nifh the beft means of afcertaining the progrefs of na-
tional improvement, and will point out the proper
fyftem to be purfued, in order to bring political foa
ciety, in thele kingdoms, to the higheft pitch of hap-
pinefs and perfection.

He will conclude with the following addrefs, ori-
ginally printed in French, which was prefixed to the

{pecimen of the Statiftical Survey of Scotland, above
mentioned, as it tends {till farther to explain the na

ture and importance of this inquiry.

ADDRESS
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A D DRETSS

TO THE

R E A D E R

»

HE f{uperiority, which the philofophy of modern
times has attained over the antient, is juftly
attributed to that anxious attention to falls, by
which it is fo peculiarly diftinguithed. Refting not
on vifionary theory, but on the fure bafis of invefti-
gation, and of experiment, it has arifen to a degree
of certainty and pre-eminence, of which it was fup-
poled incapable. It is by purfuing the fame method,
in regard to political difquifitions, by analyfing the
real ftate of mankind, and examining, with anato-
mical accuracy and minutenels, the internal fruclure
of Jociety, that the fcience of government can alone
be brought to the fame heighth of perfection.

~ Many inquiries, it is certain, have, at various pe-
riods, been made, into the political circumftances of
- mations : Unfortunately, however, they have uni-
formly been inftituted, with a view of afcertaining

the
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¢he ftate of the country, for the purpofes of taxation
and of war, and not of national improvement. Their
objet has been, not to meliorate the condition of
the people, but to fill the exchequer, or the armies
of the ftate * ; and the utmoft that could be expelt-
ed from them, was to reuder taxation, and other
public burdens, lefs unequal. But, in modern times,
more extenfive and more important objeéts of in-
veftigation have been pointed out. Real ftatefmen,
and true patriots, no longer fatisfied with partial and
defe@ive views of the fituation of a country, are
pow anxious to afcertain the real ftate of its agri-
culture, its manufa&tures, and its commerce,—the
means of improvement, of which they are refpetive.
ly capable—the amount of the population of a ftate,
and the caufes of its increafe or decreafe—the man.
ner in which the territory of a country is poflefled
and cultivated—the nature and amount of the various
produtions of the foil—the value of the perfonal

wealth

* Salluft, in his Orat. ad Caefarem de Republ. ordin. II. i
cap. i. has clearly explained the objects of antient {tatefmen.
¢ In republica, cognofcenda, multam, magnamque, curam ha.
¢ bui, uti quantum, armis, viris, cpulentia, ea poflit, cognitum
¢ haberem.” From Townfend’s Travels to Spain, vol. 3. p.
348, it appears, that in 1575, Philip II. propofed making fimi-
lar refearches, on a very great and extenfive fcale; but they
never feem to have been brought to any conclufion. In Pruffia,
in Sweden, in Saxony, in Sardinia, and in Tufcany, fuch plans
have been attempted; but rather with a view of afcertaining
the prefent flate, than the means of future improvement,
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wealth or ftock of the inhabitants, and how it cad
be augmented—the difeafes to which the people are
fubjedt, their caufes and their cure—the occupations
of the people—where they are entitled to encourage-
ment, and where they ought to be fupprefled—the
. condition of the poor, the beft mode of maintaining
them, and of giving them employment—the ftate of
fchools, and other inftitutions, formed for purpofes
- of public utility—the ftate of the villages and towns,
and the regulations beft calculated for their police
and good government—the ftate of the manners, the
morals, and the religious principles of the people,
and the means by which their temporal and eternal
interelts can beft be promoted.

Impreffed with thefe ideas,in the month of May 17go,

I circulated amongft the clergy of the Church of Scot-
land, a number of Queries, for the purpofe of elucidat-
ing the political ftate of my native country. Nothing
could be more flattering than the reception they met
with, from that learned and refpettable body. Scot.
land is divided into about ggo parochial diftri&ts; and,
in lefs than eighteen months, reports were received
from above one half of that number. The returns
that were tranfmitted, alfo, were not trifling or fu-
perficial’; but, in general, fuch as might be expected
from men of extenfive knowledge, and of found
abilities, acquainted with the various topics to which
their attention was dire&ted. With fo much zeal,
indeed, have they entered into this inquiry, that, in
lefs than three or four years from its commence-
ment;
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ment, this great and extenfive furvey will probably
be completed.

Aftonithed with fo rapid a progrefs, and convin-
ced that the moft important and beneficial confe-
quences mult be derived from it, to Europe in gene-
ral, but more efpecially, to thefe kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland, I flatter myfelf, that it will nat
be deemed improper or prefumptuous, to fubmit, to
perfons of power and authority abroad, the proprie-
ty of carrying on, in other ftates, fimilar inveftiga-
tions. It is an undertaking which, though great and
laborious, yet may be effected in fmaller kingdoms, by
the exertions of one individual ; and, in the greateft
empires, by any body of men conftituted for that pur-
pofe. Inorder to explain its nature, and the beft means
of carrying it into execution, there is herewith printed,
an analyfis of the ftatiftical account of a parochial dif-
tri&t, a table which may render fuch accounts lefs ob-
fcure or voluminous, and fpecimens of the accounts of
certain diftricts in Scotland, in many refpeds diffe-
rent from each other, and including almoft every
poffible variety.

If fimilar furveys were inftituted in the other
kingdoms of Europe, it might be the means of efta-
blithing, on fure foundations, the principles of that
moft important of all {ciences, to wit, political or fIa-
tiftical philofophy. That is the cience, which, in pre-
ference to every other ought to be held in reverence.

No
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No fcience can furnith, to any mind capable of re-
ceiving ufeful information, fo much real entertain-
ment ; none can yield fuch important hints, for the
improvement of agriculture, for the extenfion of com-
mercial induftry, for regulating the condu& of indivi-
duals, or for extending the profperity of the ftate;
none can tend fo much to promote the general hap-
pinefs of the fpecies.

§ STATISA



STATISTICAL ACCOUNT

OF

S COTL AN D
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NUMBER L
PARISH OF DINGWALL.

(County of Rofs.)

By the Rev. Mr DanieL RosE.

Situation and Boundaries.

‘ HE parifh of Dingwall, fituated at the weft end of the
Frith of Cromarty, lies in the prefbytery of Dingwall,

of which the town of that name is the feat, and in the {ynod

and county of Rofs. It is bounded on the eaft by the parifh

of Kiltearn ; on.the north lie a vaft trat of high mountains ;

and on the weft and fouth by the parifh of Fodderty. That

_part of the parith of Urquhart, called Ferrintoth, lies on the
{kirt to the fouth-caft ; but from it Dingwall is divided by

the river Conan, which, at high water, is widened to about

half a mile by the influx of the fea.

Vor. IIL A e



2 Statiftical Account

The Name and General Appearance.—The name was former=
ly Dingnaval or Dingnavallis, and took its origin from the
richnefs and fertility of the foil of the lower grounds, which
form a counfiderable part of the parifh. Excluding a {mall
ditriét, peopled by few inhabitants, and divided from the
reft by a high hill, this parifh formns nearly an oblong of one
and a half by two miles. It confifts partly of a pretty exten-
five valley, and partly of the floping fides of hills, a great
portion of which is in a high ftate of eultivation, The wafte
ground is not very confiderable, and there are no commons
in the parifh ; the great bulk of the land is in culture; and
the whole forms a beautiful interchange of hill and valley,

wood and water, corn-fields and meadows,

Soil.—The {oil over the whole parifh is abundantly fertile,.
and the greater part is uncommonly rich. It generally con-
{ifts of a deep loam, or clay mixed with a-confiderable quan-
tity of vegetadle mould, which, in feafons of any tolerable
mildnefs, and with an ordinary degree of good culture, fel-
dom, if ever, fails to produce luxuriant crops. Every kind
of pulfe, and all the culmiferous grains are accordingly found
to thrive well in this parith. But, from the flatnefs of the
ground in the lower parts, and the fteepnefs of the neighe
bouring hills, together with the nature of the foil, a wet fea-
fon is always uncommonly pernicious to its produce. It re-
tards the labour of the farmer both in {pring and in autumn,
to a degree not experienced in other places, which are neither
more favourably fituated with refpet to climate, nor nearly

equal in point of fertility of foil.

Climate.—The climate of this part of the country is upon
the whole tolerably good. It is not fubjeét to any deftructive
inundations, nor has it mere frequent rains than moft other

parts



of Dingwall. 5

parts of the kingdom; but it is expofed to high winds,
which, though never rifing to any fignally pernicious violence,
arc often inconvenient to the inhabitants, and fometimes
hurtful to the growing corn. The winter is not attended
with any peculiar degree of feverity.

Difeafes.—This diftrict has never been remarkable for the
prevalence of any peculiar difeafe. To periodical vifits of the
{mall- pox we are expofed in common with every part of the
kingdom. It returns after unequal and uncertain intervals
but it feldom gives us a longer refpite than from fix to eight
years. The laft fummer it was, in the natural way, extreme-
ly mortal. This diftrefsful circumftance, however, was at=
tended with fome happy confequences. It opened the eyes
of the lower clafles of people to the advantages of inocula-
tion, againft which their prejudices had before been as vie-
lent as they were general.

Mineral Springs,—All along the fide of the hill, fronting
the fouth, which forms the northern part of the parith, there
are mineral fprings ftrongly impregnated with fulphur. One
of them at Drynie appears nearly, if not fully, as firong as a
fpring in the neighbouring parith of Fodderty, which has
been found extremely efficacious in curing a variety of cuta-
neous difeafes.

Rivers and Fifbings.—--There are {fome rivulets in the pa-
rifh, but po river except Conan. In thefc fome excellent
trouts are caught; but they are fo few as never to be
bn)ught to marker, The Conan is not, nor probably ever
can be made, navigable for large vefiels, On this river, how-
ever, there is a very produdtive falmon fithery. The time
allowed by law for fifhing, is from the z0th of November te

the
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4 Statiftical Account

the 26th of Auguft; but, on account of the froft in the win.
ter, or the quantities of rain, which, by falling in the hills
where the river has its fources, keep it too high to admit of
hauling the nets, there is generally no regular fithing till the
fpring is well advanced. Though there are cruives* on the
river, the water runs above them in the almoft inceflant
floods which happen previous to that time; and moft of the
fith getting over the dyke{, a great number is feldom caught
in the chefti before March or April. When fold to the
people of the country, 2d. a pound is the ufual price of the
frefh fith throughout the feafon. .

There is belcnging to the public good of Dingwall, a ftell
falmon fifhery on Conan, or a filhery on that part of the
river into which the fea flows.  Five and twenty- years ago,

it brought ne rent, but is now let at L. 18 : 10 per annum.

Sea.—The fea, at high water, wathes a confiderable part of
the parifh, running in apparent canals, in feveral diretions,
along the fide of the town, and forms a beautiful variety of
iflets and peninfulas. But, even in this ftate, it is very thal-
Jjow for {everal miles down the frith; and, at low water,
it recedes to the diltance of near four miles, leaving nothing
but a {limy flrand, which makes it unfit for the navigation
of any large veflels, adverfe to the produdtion of fith of al-
molft any kind, flounders excepted, and barren of all objelts
which merit the attention of the naturalift, the farmer, or
the politician,

The goods imported to this place from London, Glafgow,
Leith, and other manufacturing and trading towns are car=
ried in the London and Leith fmacks, which maintain a
gonftant commurication every three weeks or month at

S o moft,

%* Wearg, + Dams. t Lock.
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moft, between the fouthern and northern parts of the king-
dom. There are in this parith only two boats ; one of which
is very fmall, plies at high water, between Dingwall and
Terrintofh, the other ferves for the carriage of bulky arti«
cles from place to place.

Quarries.—Three quarries have been opened in this pa-
vith. The ftones in one of them, which is not now ufed,
were of a very indifferent quality, being apt to moulder into
fand, when long expofed to the weather. Another, the
property of the public, and difcovered within thefe fifteen
years, is of a much better quality. Its ftones, though hard,
are extremely ufeful in all thofe parts of houfes where hewn-
work is not neceflary, and lying within a quarter of a mile
of the town, they have contributed not a little to its im=
provement and increafe.  The third quarry, which is of a
fine light blue colour, is private property. It is of a ftill {u-
perior quality, as it is fit for hewn as well as for coarfe
work, and is capable of a very fine polifh. It has, however,
one difadvantage ; there is a {mall intermixture of iron ore,
upon which the rain in time operates, and {tains in a very
ugly manner the contiguous ftones. -

Domeflic and Wild Animals. —The domeftic quadrupeds
and birds are fuch as are ufually found in every other part of
the country. There are plenty of hares, and at a little dif-
tance, great numbers of red-deer. Once, and, only once,
the minifter faw two roe deer in the parith. They were
probably driven by the feverity of the weather, from the
woods among the neighbouring hills, to thofe in the lower
part of the country, where better fhelter and more eafy ac-
cefs to pafture were found. There are fome foxes, with
the ufual {maller kind of quadrupeds.

The
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The ftationary birds are of the common kinds. Plenty of
partridges, groufe, black game, plovers, and water-fowl of
various fpecies. The migratory birds are pretty numerous,
‘They are the bernacle or rood-goofe, the woodcock, land-
rail, lapwing, cuckcoo, fieldfare, redwing, fwallow, moun-
tain-finch or fnow-flake, and fometimes the Bohemian chat-
terer. The latter appears feldom, but then it comes in great
flocizs, feeding upon the berry of the mountein-ath; all the
former are very plentiful in this parifh.

Trees,—The vegetable productions of the parifh are fuch
as are comunon to the whole country. There are few trees
indeed of fpontaneous growth, except alders, which abound-
€d much {ome years ago, but are now rapidly giving place to
corn and grafs fields.

Population Table of the Parifly of Dingwall, Anno 1792,

Males in the parith - - - 617
Females - - - - 762
Total inhabitants - - - 1379
The return to Dr Webfter in 1750 - 997
Increafe - - - - 372
The town contains - - - 745
The country part of the parith - - 634
Annual average of births* - - - 28

Marriages

* The following circumftances are fomewhat curious. The
year 1783 was a year of great fcarcity, and the births of the
fuccceding year were 16 below the average, and 14 below the
loweft number of any of the other late years. The year 1787,
on the contrary, was a year of plenty, and the following year
the births increafed in a fimilar proportion, They were 17
gbove the average, and 11 above the number of any of the o«
ther years.
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Marriages - - - - 7
Proportion of males to females born * - 5 to 4
Under 10 years old - - - 329
Between 10 and 20 - - - 329
20 and go - - - 560

5o and 70 - - - 127

%o and 100 - - - 34

Above 100 - - - none
Average of births to the whole inhabitants - 1to 36
-— marriages - - - I1to 153

-.— batchelors to married men and widowers 1 to 2=

Farmers, 7. e. thofe whofe fole dependence is on the

produce of the ground they cultivate - 33
Mechaaics of different kinds - - 6o
Their apprentices, about - - - 21
Merchants or tradefmen - - - 7
Men fervants of different kinds - - 117
Women fervants of different kinds - - 132
Clergyman - - " -
Phyfician - - - - X
Writers or attorneys, befide other inferior practitioners

of the law § - - - [

Ald

* In the year after the year of extraordinary fearcity, 1783,
and in the year atter the year of uncommon plenty, 1788,
the deviation trom this proportion was very remarkable. In the
year 1784, there were born 15 males, and 7 females, and in the
year 1789, 26 males, and 12 females.

+ Tt may appear Rrange that there are fo many attorneys
in this town ; but, as it is centrically fituated, three times more
buflinefs is done in the theriff court of Dingwall, than in all the
other fheriff courts of the county. It is remarkable, however,
that this bufinefs has greatly decreafed, fince Ferrintofh was de.
prived of its exclulive privilege of diftilling whitky without pay-
g King’s duties, During the continnance of that privilege,

the
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All the inhabitants of this parifh are of the eftablifhed
church, two Seceders excepted, and ten families, which aze
cither partly, or wholly, of the Epifcopal perfuafion. Thefe
have here no fixed clergyman ; but they have the ordinances
of religion occafionally difpenfed among them, by minifters
from other parts of the country.

Houfes and their Inbabitants—The inhabited houfes of e.
very defcription in the parifh amount to 239, but of fuch as
are well built, and have two ftories, to about 4o0. Of the
{maller and middling kinds, a good number has been built
within thefe ten years paft ; but as many others of the fame
{fort have been removed by the converting of feveral {mall
into three larger farms, there has probably been no very con-
fiderable increafe of their number. Of the better kind of
houfes, which are let at from L.7 to L. 16 per annum,
about feventeen have been built in the above period. In
this account, however, houfes are not included which have
been erected on the fites of others gone to decay, but {uch
only as were built where no houfes of the fame fize were
before, and fo make an addition to the total number of hou-
fes in the parith. There is no uninhabited houfe or cottage
in the town or neighbourhood. The demand, on the con-
trary, for houfes, particularly for the middling fort, is very
great. At an average the number of inhabitants to each
houfe is 52.

Agriculture, Produce, {&c.—The greater part of the parifh
is arable, and produces corn of different kinds, chiefly oats,
next

the quarrels and breaches of the peace among the inhabitants,
were very frequent, and often furnifhed a good harveft to the
Dingwall procurators. But now that this courfe of bufinefs has
in a great meafure failed, the people have become much more
peaceable.
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mext barley, then peafe, then wheat, a few beans, and
occafionally a very little rye.  The quantity of ground fown
with oats is about goo acres, with barley 200, with peafe
50, and with wheat 1o. About 100 acres are annually em-
“ployed in the production of fown grafles for hay, and about
double that quantity is pafture ground. Potatoes form a part
of the food of all, and the greater part of moft, of the pa-
rithioners. The culture of them is generally confidered as
favourable to the ground, and an excellent preparative for
grafs crops ; becaufe the neceflity of keeping them clean de-
ftroys the weeds, and the general idea of much manure be-
ing requifite to infure a good crop ferves to fecure the me-
lioration of the ground: This latter advantage is great-
ly increafed by the populoafnefs of the rown. The
people in general colle¢t confiderable quantities of dung,
which they know not how to ufe to better purpofe than the
cultivation of this root. They accordingly manure the
land, plant the potatoes, and leep them clear of weeds; in
confequence of which, the gentlemen or neighbouring far-
mers allow them to have ground rent free. Nearly 25 acres
are annually employed for this purpofe. The cultivation of
flax is fo inconfiderable an objedt, that it is left more
to the charge of the houfewife, than of the farmer.
Smail patches of hemp, a plant which always thrives re-
markably well, are fometimes fown ; but it is railed for the
ufe of individuals only. Plantations of trees of different
kinds cover at leaft goo acres of grourd. ‘lhey confit
chiefly of Scotch pines, oak, afh, beech, elm, plain, and
larch. In all thofe plantations there is excellent fhelter, and
‘in many parts of them very good paiture,

Seed-time commences about the middle of March; but it
is as irregular as the climate is variable. Tor it fometimes

Vor. IIL B happens,
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happens, from the feverity of the fpring, that no fowing
takes place till a month later. The harveft is fubject to the
fame uncertainty, yet it commences in general about the
beginning of September.

Horfes and Black Cattle.—The horfes of all defcriptions a-
mount to 374 ; of thefe 56 are of the larger fort, and 318
of the {mall country kind. The depth of the roads leading
to the mofles, and perhaps the fteepnefs of the afcent, make
it eligible for the farmers and cottagers to prefer this breed
of horfes. Larger ones would certainly fink deeper, and
perhaps not {o eafily climb the hills. The black cattle, great
and f{mall, fomewhat exceed Goo. Many ot thefe are
draught oxen; but they chiefiy confitt of milk cows and
young cattle,

Ploughs and Carts.—Scots ploughs are generally ufed;
there are, however, about nine chain-ploughs in the parith.
They are fometimes drawn by oxen. generally by horfes,
but often by a mixture of both. About 18 are drawn by
oxen, 48 by horfes, and 27 by a mixture of both, The
whole number of ploughs in the parifh is 93. In the choice
of the {pecies of animals by which they are drawn, the far-
mers are regulated by the fituation of the grounds, and o-
ther circumflances. There are only 24 carts, properly fo
called, in the parith. Of the fmaller open kind ufed by
country people in the north, there are about 24103 but
thefe being feldom ufed, except in the feafon for drawing
peats, and in harveft, it is difficult exaétly to afcertain their
number. ‘The farmers collet their manure into dunghills,
and fpread it on their fields, by means of a kind of carts
called kellachies, They confift of fmall folid wheels, on
which a frame is placed, with trams for the horfe; and in

an
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an opening of the frame, a conical coarfe wicker bafket is
fet, where the dung is carried. In hilly and uneven places,
their lightnefs may be a reafon for ufing them; but, in
places diffcrently fituated, blind attachment to inveterate cuf-
toms can only account for the ufe of them,

Rent of Land and Houfes.—The annual land rent of the
parifh is, I am informed, about L. 1200. 1 he rents of the
houfes are difficult to afcertain. It may not be improper,
however, to obferve, that fuch houfes as day-labourers and
fervants occupy, are commonly let at from 15s. to 21s.

Church, &'c.—The living of this parith is L. §8, 32 bolls
‘of oat-meal, 9 ftones Dutch weight to the boll; and 16
bolls of barley, country meafure, which is confiderably lar-
ger than the Linlithgow. Eight bolls were the common
rent of the glebe, when it was let to a farmer. It confifts of
about eight Scots acres. The prefent minifter is a batchelor,
and has been fettled in the parith upwards of 10 years.
The King is patron. Within thefe two years, a commodi-
ous good manfe was built. The church is nearly a ruin. It
had conneéted with it, by wide arches, one large chapel, and
{feveral firall ones, which were probably ufed both as ceme-
teries and places of devotion. They have long been fhut
out from the church, and ufed only as burying places. The
heritors have it in contemplation to build a new cburch foon,
which will be both convenient for the parithioners, and or-
namental to the town.

The heritors, including proprietors of burgage tenements,
amount to 39. But, ftri¢tly 1peaking, there are only two, for
there are only two feparate valuations in the parifh ; viz. the
valuation of the eftate of Tulloch, and the magifiracy of
Dingwall. Upwards of four-fifths of thefe proprietors live

in
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in the town ; of the two wealthieft, one only refides dcca-
fionally in the parith, and the other has his principal fa-
mily feat in the neighbourhood,

Poor.—The number of poor in the parifh who receive
aid from charitable funds, is 58, of which 8 are males, and
5o females. The annual amount of the weekly contributions
for their relief is extremely {mmll, viz. about L. 7 or L. 8.
A fum of money, however, at intereit, yields L. 35. In the
number of poor are included thofe who, although not wholly
unable to work, are incapable by their labour to earn what is
fuficient for their own or their families fubfiftence. None
are admitted on the poor’s roll, or obtain occafional aid from
the tunds, without previoufly acknowledging the {eflion to
have a claim on the effefls they may chance to leave, to

the full extent of the {ums they have received.

Prifoners.—In the courfe of the year 1790, there were 18
perfons confined in the jail of this town. Of thefe there
were imprifoned for debt 11, for petty theft 5, for horfz
and fheep ftealing one ; and one weman, from a diftant part
of the country, has lain here under fentence of tranfporta-
tion, fince the autumn circuit 1789. But in this parith no
murder has been committed for thefe laft 40 years; nor has
an individual been banithed,

School.—The parochial is the only fchool in the parifh.
The fchoolmafter’s falary from the town and parifh, amounts
to L. 163 his emoluments as feflion-clerk, to L. 3 : 103 and
the {chool-fees, communibus annis, to L. 24. He has alfo a
very good houfe with a garden from the town. The num-
ber of fcholars is variable, from 6o to 8o. The prefent

mafter’s
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mafter’s knowledge fully qualifies him for his§ office, and
his afliduity is unwearied.

Price of Prarufam, Labour, &'c.—The prices of provifions
within thefe 30 years palt have undergone a great alteration.
At the comniencement of that period, mutton, pork, even
beef, &c. were fold in the lump, by the quarter; or the
whole carcafe. From 8d. to 10d. was the ufual price of a
quarter of good mutton, 2s. 6d. of a quarter of pork, and
5s. 6d: or 65. of an exceeding good quarter of beef. Now
the average price of all thefe kinds of meat is 3d. per pound,
which is at leaft double their former value. A good fat
goofe was then fold at 10d. a duck at 3d. and a fowl at
2:d. They now fetch twice as much money. Butter was
then bought at Gs. a ftone; it is now fold at from 12s. to
14s. common country made cheefe at 2s. or 2s. 6d. at
moft; now it is never under gs. Barley and oat-meal were
commonly fold at that period for §s. or 10s. a boll; they
have not for many years been under 16s. How much fo-
ever thefe changes may evince the general increafed profpe-
rity of the country, they neverthelefs bear very hard on in-
dividuals, whole livings are ftationary at a certain allowance
in money.

The wages of a common labourer are 6d. a day, and
of mafons and houfe-carpenters, from 1s. to 1s. 6d.
Suppofing a labourer to have conftant employment the
whole year, be will earn L.7:16. His wife, though
fhe fhould have the charge of a modcrate family, will gain
by fpinning, with tolerable diligence, 1fd.a day, which is
near L. 2 a year. There is no room for children to exert in-
duftry, as there are no manufattures, The whole earnings
of the family, therefore, making no allowance for ficknefs,
wdle days, avocations, or any other exigences, cannot exceed

L.

1
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L.g:16. Large families are, however, on fuch reared, and
often on {maller incomes, with the afliftance of a fmall field
for potatoes, and perhaps a little patch of ground for greens,
cultivated after hours of labour, ‘or when other employment
is not to be got. How this wretched pittance is diftributed
among the variety of objects which are neceffary to human life,
in a very fimple ftate, and how it is made {ufficient for the
{fubfiftence of a family, is inconceivable. But habits of frugal
management, taught by poverty to the indigent, are found
to effe&t what the affluent do not imagine, and cannot eafily

believe.

Roads and Bridges.—The roads in this parifh are exceed-
ingly deep in winter. Their badnefs may be attributed in
part to the nature of the {oil through which they pafs; but
it is owing 2lfo to the not adopting a proper method in the
reparation of them. One public road leads acrofs Conan,
which forms a communication between the very populous
diftri&t of Ferrintoth and this town. From a defire to fave la-
bour or time, the ford is often attempted, when the tide is
too far advanced, or the river too high, and the confequence
is frequently fatal. A bridge over this river would not only
be a vaft accommodation to travellers, but would alfo be a
mean of faving many lives. There are two excellent bridges
on a rivulet, in the courfe of the public roads; two, how-
ever, are {till wanted, one over each of the burns which
form the fouth and eaft boundary of the parifh.

Antiquity and Government of the Borough.—This town had
its charter of eretion into a royal borough, from Alexan-
der II. in the year 1226. By this charter, which another
granted in the reign of James IV. confirmed, the town was
empowered to chofe a provoft, two bailies, a dean-of-guild, a

treafurer,
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treafurer, and 10 counfellors. It was alfo entitled to all the
privileges, liberties, and immunitics, poflefled by the town
of Invernefs. The town is one of the five boroughs, con-
ftituting the northern diftri¢t 3 and, in common with Kirk-
wall, Wick, Dornoch, and Tain, fends a member to Parlia-
ment,

The Antient fize of the Town.—There are fome circum-
ftances which would feem to indicate, that the town was
once much more extenfive than it is now. The crofs now
ftands at the eat end of this borough; but a fireet of about
200 yards long runs from it to the north eaft ; and a gentle.
man of the town in digging fome time ago for manure,
found the remains of a caufeway at the diftance of 300 or
400 yards, in a line fouth eaft from the crofs.—The former
had few houfes built along it, till 30 or 40 years ago,*and
the latter has yet none near it. Thefe circumftances, how-
ever, afford fome kind of prefumption, that the antient
might have exceeded the prefent fize of the place.

Ruins of the Caftle.—The ftreet north eaft of the crofs,
leads to the ruins of what once was the principal refidence

of the Earls of Rofs. This building, fituated clofe to the
fhore, had on three fides an extenfive plain. It was fituated
at a confiderable diftance from any rifing ground, and a little
river with a deep {limy channel, into which the fea flowed,
winded about two of its fides. It feems to have been a re~
gular fortification, which in thofe days was well adapted for
defence. The caftle was built at the weft end. A part of it,
which ftill remains, has the ftones fo firongly cemented with
the mortar that it is eafier to break a folid rock, than to fe-
parate thofe of which it is compofed. To the north eaft,
but contiguous to the caftle, there is an area of about half an-

acre
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acre which was inclofed. The whole was furrounded with a
deep ditch, and a regular glacis flill remains.  After the for-
feiture of the Earl, the proprietor of the eftate of Tulloch
was appointed hereditary conftable of the caftle, and the
trifling falary of 20 merks, or L. 1 : 2 : 23 Sterling, is to this
day annexed to the office.  This Earl was once diftinguifhed
among the moft powerful of the Scottith barons. He was
proprietor of a great part of this country ; and many of our
moft confiderable families poflefled their lands by charters
from him, dated apud cafirum nofirum de Dingrall.

About 25 years ago, the annual revenue of the borough
did not exceed L. 7. It is now upwards of L. 100. This
vaft increafe arofe chiefly from the feuing out of commonties
to the gentlemen and other inhabitants of this place, for the
purpofe of their being converted into arable ground, or
otherwife improved. Part of thefe were of excellent {oil,
perfectly level, contiguous to the town, and of eafy culture ;
all of them were good fubjedts of improvement, of one kind

or other, If the inhabitants of the town, fome centuries ago,

were either as numerous, or as wealthy as they are at pre- |

fent, their wants muft indeed have been few, or they thems
{elves extremely ignorant and inative, when they left wafte
fuch traéts of lands, which were fo eafily convertible into
fertile fields or thriving plantations. The town has of late
been greatly enlarged, as well as improved in the appearance
of its houfes. This change appears to be chiefly owng to
that fuperior tafte, and {pirit of improvement, which gene-
rally prevail, together with the accidental influx of money
through private channels. Articles are now in univerfal de-
mand, which were formerly unknown; and luxuries when
once known, foon come into general ufe. To obtain thefe ar-
ticles, the people refort to the town, where they are to be
: found ;
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found ; and accordingly, a large retail trade is catrried on
here, confidering the fize of the place. This trade could
not fail of introducing additional wealth, and its confe-
quences luxury, and improvements of various Kinds. DBe-
fides, the gentlemen of this neighbourhood, are in general
fond of a country life, and are happily attached to their own
family feats. Their ftyle of living, and their expences, are
widely different from thofe of their anceftors. Mouch of the
money they circulate muft centre in the neighbouring town,
and men of trade or bufinefs feldom allow it t6 pafs through
their hands without retaining fome portion of it Thofe
means of improvement exift much more in Dingwall than in
either of the other two boroughs of the county. For thefe,
lying at the extremities of the fhire, do not feel fo much the
advantages of local fituation, and have not been happy enough
to experience in the fame degree the favours of fortune. Of
the three boroughs, Dingwall is accordingly by much the moft
flourifhing.

Eighteen years ago, a very neat fpire was built over the
freeple of the town-houfe, and it was furnithed with an ex-
ceedingly good clock. And feven or eight' years ago, the
fireets were new paved.

The town of Dingwall is the centre of the county of
Rofs, with refpect to local fituation, to the value of the pro-~
perty on all fides, and to the refidence of the inhabitants.
Nature, therefore, and common fenfe, both point it out as
the moft proper place for the tranfation of all the moft public
bufinefs of the fhire. The convenience of gentlemen, and
the interelt of the people, both require that it fhould have
this privilege.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—This parifh is very happily fitu-
ated. Though the branch of the fea on which it lies is not
Vou. IIL C navigable
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navigable bv large veflcls, yet it furnifhes a water commuriis
cation with all the maritime parts of the kingdom; and®
though it does not produce much variety of fith, yet it fup-
plies the means of an eafy conveyance of the produce of the
country, to the markets of the town. Befides, the parifh
lies in the centre of a fertile and well inhabited country. It
is conveniently fituated in refpe&t to the midland and wef-
tern highlands. Moft of the roads from them meet in this
place, and of courfe it is often well-fupplied with their pro-
duce. From .this view, it muoft be obvious, how well it is
fitnated for moft kinds of manufallures. There is abun-
dance of pecple in the parith and neighbourhobd, who-
would be glad of employment ; living is comparatively mo-
derate 5 the home market for feveral forts of manufatures
would by no'means be inconfiderable; and 2 communica-
tion with the foreign market would atways be eafy and open.

Gaelic is ftill the language of the common people, in
which, therefore, the greater part of public worfhip is per-
formed. But moft of the parifhioners now underftand and
fpeak Lnglith.  There are comparatively few of the younger
people who were not early fent to {chool, and taught both to
read and to write.

In this parifh there are two inns, and nineteen ale or
whifky houfes, The former are kept by well behaving re-
fpectable peopl=; they are frequented by travellers, and ufed
for public meetings. Of the ale-houfes only feven are re-
gularly licenfed.  Moft of this defcription, indeed, whether
licenfed or not, are the worft of nuifances. They not only
endanger the morals of the people, by furnifhing fecret op-
portunities of indulging a propenfity to drunkennefs, but by
encouraging theft in {ervants, and by diverting the earnings
of mechanics and Izbourers, and the produltions of farmers,
from the fupport of their families. It is, therefore, a falfe

and
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‘and perpicious lenity, which, under the pretext of charity,
js fometimes {hewn to fuch traders ; for indulgence to them,
often proves ruin to the innocence and welfare of thou-
fands.

The lower order of people is not remarkable for any ex-
traordinary degree of holpitality. Living in a country well
inhabited, and much reforted to by ftrangers, and not en-
joying thofe means of wealth which arife from extenfive
commerce, or regular manufactures, this virtue cannot have
much room to exert itfelf among this clafs. According‘t'o
their fituation, however, they are by no means unwilling to
fhare what they poflefs, cither in the way of hofpitality or
charity. The more wealthy are noted for their hofpitality
and attention to firangers. Luxury is a vice with which the
_people cannot be charged. I with truth permitted me to
fay that they always had aburdance of the necellaries of life.
Indeed, total want is a thing little known in this part of the
country; but between that and any approach to luxury, the dif-
-tance is very great, and-the intermediate {tages are exireme-
7ty numerous. In general, the people aie {Uher and indufiri-
ous, decent in their behaviour, and {fubmiilice to the laws.
:Every country furnithes fome exceptions to the gond charac-
-ter of its inhabitants. There are-no temptations to any ex-
‘traordinary expences ; neither commerce nor manuialiures
have yet given fcope for dangerous fpeculations; and ine
people flill retain that fond attachment to parrimonial inhe-
-vitances, however trifling, which the fendal infiizutions in-
dpired.  Thae lands, however, -fometimes chang: their pro-
:prictors, and when fold, .the price is high, periaps 30 years
-purchafe 5 and it is fill daily advancing.

The parifh is {ufficient todupply itlelf and the town with
provifions. Indeed, on this {ubjed, it is difiruit to fpeak
‘with any degree of certainty ; for mofl of the bariey which

the
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the parith produces is fold to diftillers, and many of the
cattle are purchafed by drovers. The Dingwall butchers are
therefore often obliged to go to a diftance for cattle, theep,
&ec. and the mechanics furnith themfclves with their fum-~
mer-meal from other parts of the country. It is difficult to
draw the balanee between thofe exports and imports ; but, on
the whole, it is probably in favour of the parith.

Near the church an obelifk ftands, which, though of no
great antiquity, attraéts the notice of all travellers. It is
erc&ed on an artificial mount, the bottom of which covers
about two-thirds of an Englith acre. The obelifk is fix feet
fquare at the bafe, and rifes in a pyramidal form to the
height of 57 feet. It was erected by George firtt Earl of
Cromarty, fecretary of ftate for Scotland in the reign of
Queen Anne, and was intended to ornament and diftinguifh
th‘s fpot, which he defigned to be the family burying-place,

N U M-
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of Petty,

NUMBER I,

PARISH OF PETTY,
(County of Invernefs.)

By the Reve My WiLL1AM SMITH.

Name, Extent, and Boundaries.

HE parifh confifts of the original parith of Petty, and

the parith of Briachlich, which was annexed to it.

At this laft place there are flill the remains of a church or

chapel. There is no account, traditional or written, when
this annexation took: place,

This parifh lies in the prefbytery of Invernefs, and {ynod
of Moray, and in the county of Invernefs, excepting a {mall
{pot that helongs to the county of Nairn. It extends along
the fopth fide of the Moray Frith, about eight miles in
length, and near half that much in breadth. It is bounded
by that Frith on the N. or N. W. by the parithes of Airder.
fier and Nairn on the N. E. by that of Croy, oun the E. the
S. E. and S. and by the parith of Invernefs on the S. W.

Surface, (5.1t is nearly of the form of a rectangle.
The greater part of it is flat or nearly level : but the ground
rifes confiderzbly to the fouth, and, in one place, be«
tween the plain and the Frith. The face of the coun-
try is very agreeable, as the parifh contains large tracls
of cultivated fields; and, where the ground rifes towards
the fouth, the fields are feparated by rills of water, falls

ing
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ing in fome places over rocks; there are clumps of foreft:
trees almoft at every farm houfe. But what contributes
moft of all to the rural beauty of this place, is, that the Earl
of Moi:, has, within the laft twenty years, inclofed and
planted, in different places, at lealt 500 acres of what was
till then bleak and barren heath. Thefe plantations con-
fifted at firlt almolt entirely of Scots firs; bat, as the firs
grew up, they were weeded and thinned, to make room
for trees of a more valuable kind, chiefly oaks, which thrive
amazingly well, to which the firs {ferve as a fhelter. “While
thefe plantations thus decorate the country, the weedings are
of fome ufe to the inhabitants for firing and other purpofes.

Airy Climate, and Difeafes.—The air in this part of the coun-
try is ferene, and the climate dry. Though the ground in
general is rather flat and low, there are no marfhes nor ftag-
nating water in it, to occafion noxious vapours. The high
hills in the neighbourhood attra& the clouds, efpecially dur-
ing the fummer months, fo that this parith fuffers frequent-
ty by exceflive drought at that feafon of the year, while
places at no great diftance have no reafon of complaint on
that account.

The people of this place are not liable to any peculiar lo-
«cal difeafes, but are in general as healthy as their neighbours.
As they have not yet been prevailed upon to innoculate for
the fmall-pox, when a malignant kind of that difeafe pre-
wvails, which generally happens once in five or fix years, it
{weeps away a number of children.

This pari(h cannot be accounted remarkable for the longe-
vity of its inhabitants. There are at prefent a few perfons
in it above 80 years old; feveral above 70 ; and many near
shat age,

Population.
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Population.~There was an aftual numeration made of the
catechefable perfons in this parifh, about 16 years ago, when
they amounted to about 1370. Since that time the populas
tion has diminifhed ; for by a recent numeration for the pur-
pofe of this ftatement, the number of perfons above eight
years old is 1302, and of children under that age is 216, in
all 1518 fouls. In Dr Webfter’s report, the mumber of fouls
s 1043.

The population of this parifh appears to have undergone
very great changes, during the laft century and a half. For,
by an old regifter of births, that has every appearance of ac-
curacy, the average of births for the ten years, between 1650
and 1660, is 51. From that time till i 704, thereis no re-
gifter extant ; but, from the year laft mentioned down to the
prefent time, there are regifters of the births and marriages,
but with chafms of fome years in diiferent places, and appear-
ances of negligence and inaccuracy. During the ten years
from 1704 to 1714, the population appears to have been
very great ; for the average of births recorded is 71, and of
marriages 16. But, from that period downwards to the pre-
fent, it has been conftantly decrealing; fometimes rapidly,
and at other times more flowly. 'What is very remarkable,
the average of births for the ten years, between 1750 and
1760, is 5o, that is, nearly the fame that it had been a cen-
tury before.  Since the 1760, it has continued to diminifh,
till it has come to the ftate already mentioned. What is the
average of births at prefent, or for the laft ten years, cannot
be afcertained with exa&tnefs, as the regifter has not been
kept with accuracy.

Different caufes have contributed to diminifh the popula-
tion of this parith, during the laft thirty years. Though
the farms in this parifh are far from being large, they were
fmaller, and of courfe more numerous, before that time.

Some
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Some tenants had not only cottagers, as at prefent, under
them, but parcelled out part of their farms to fubtenants,
who alfo had cottagers under them.

But the chief caufe of the decreafe of population is fcars
city of fuel. That neceffary article of life, which half a
century ago was tolerably plentecous, has of late years be-
come extremely fcarce,

Charalier and Manners of the People —The inhabitants of
this parifh are in general fober, peaceable, and induftrious.
Crimes of an attrocious nature are extremely rare, or rather
unknown among them. Though they are far from being
unfocial, but have pretty frequent convivial meetings, as at
weddings and the like, yet, after fpending fome hours chear-
fully together, they feparate in a peaceable and friendly
manner. Drinking to excefs and quarrelling are accounted
reproachful, and, therefore, perfons addited to thefe vices
are avoided. They appear to be fatisfied with their condi-
tion ; and moft of them are eafy in. their circumftances ac.
cording to their ftations, nay, fome of them have even made
a little money. But it muft alfo be acknowledged, that fome,
from want of induftry and oeconomy, and fome from mifs
fortune, or from having very large families, are in very
firaitened circum(tances. They are very ready, according to
their abilities, to relieve the indigent and diftrefled, efpecial+
1y fuch as have been reduced to that condition by calamity
or misfortune. They are fair and honeft in their dealings,
and obliging to one another.

In their manners they fhew a good deal of attachment te
old fathions and habits. Though, from their frequent inter-
courfe with people that fpeak the Englith language, it might
be expelted that they would have acquired fome knowledge

of it, yet the Gaelic continues in general ufe among them.
Moft
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Moft of them can fpealk nothing elfe, and the few that can
fpeak the Enghth do it but very immperfectly. The High-
fand drefs is ftill retained by them in a great meafure. The
plaid is alimoft totally laid afide ; but the finall blue bonnet,
the fhort coat, the tartan kilt and hofe, and the Highland
brogues are ftill the ordinary drefs of the men. ‘The women
in like manner retain the Highland drefs of their fex, but
have adopted more of that of thewr low country neighbours

than the men.

Occupation and Divifion of the Inhabitants.—There are no
towns, no villages, no manufactures in this parifh. All the
inhabitants are farmers, cottagers employed by them, or arti-
ficers employed.by both. Befides the ordinary farmers, or
tenants and cottagers having huts from them, there is a-great
number of crofters, who have been planted by the proprie~
tors in waile ground to improve it. The number of farmers
is not lefs than ninety ; three or four of them have pretry
large farms, paying L. 100, L.8e, and L. 60 Scerling yearly ;
but the more general run 15 not above L.20 er L.2g of
yearly rent, and there are a good many of them even below
L.1o. "Lhe cottagers are partly fervants and labourers em-
ployed by the tenants, and partly follow other occupations,
as taylors, weavers, thoemakers, &ec. There are four mills
ia the parifh for grinding the grain.  There are alfo fome
fithers in the parith, as many as man two or three boats.

.

Heritors and Rent.—This pariflh is the property of four
herirors, the Farl of Moray, Arthur Foibes of Culloden,
Efq; john Campbeil of Calder, and James Rofe of Brea.
Their refpective valued rents ftand as follows @ viz.

Vor. Il D The
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The Earl of Moray - Scots L.2423 10 e
Culloden - - - '441 15 o
Calder - - - 120 o o
Brea - - - - 157 3 o

Total- L.3142 K o

It is fuppofed that the average rent of the land ; is about
'14s. the acre. Soine of the good land is much hmhcr rent-

ed, as high as 18s. or 20s. and fome of the bad, as low as
5s.or 6s.; but the general run is from 125. 10 16s.

Perfonal fervices, called cariiages, were formerly in ufe in
this parifh and the neighbourhood ; but, though ftill exacted
in fome places in the nci\vhbotli'lxood, they have been totally
abolifhed many years :go, to the mutual fatisfaction both of
mafter and tenant,

None of the heritors of this parifh refide in it,  There is
a large old houfe near the dmrch called Caftleftuarr, be-
longing to the Earl of Moray, which was defigned for a feat
of the family; but it has been for many years out of repair
and uninhabitable. Around this houfe there is a large gar-
den and orchard, furrounded and fheltered by large foreft
trees. ‘The garden is remarkabie for different kinds of ex-
cellent ftraw berries; and the orchard for a great number of
large old trees, bearing the fpecies of {fmall cherry, called
black 2nd red geens. Thefe geen-trees were fent there from
Kent, about a century ago, by Alexander Earl of Moray,

Soil, Aode of Cultivation, and Produce.—The foil of this
parifh is various. Some of it is a pretty rich black mould,
capable, with proper management, of bearingbany kind of
crops.  But the far greater part of it is light and fandy ; yet
cven that light foil might be brought to very good ac-

, - o - comnt
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count by artificial grafs, and green crops. A few of the oc-
cupiers of the larger farms have made inclofures 5 fome with
hedge-rows, and fome with ftone dykes ; they raife green
crops, fow artificial grafles, and have adopted the other
modes of cultivation introduced into the more improved
parts of the country. DBat the whole of the ordinary te-
nantry ftill retain the fame pratices that were followed by
their predeceflfors, Their fields are quite open,—there is no
grafs fown,—no fallow,—no green crops raifed ; but barley
fown with manure, and oats without it, as long as the land
will produce more than the feed fown in it 3 after which it is
allowed to reft three years as lee, and then it is broke up to
undergo the fame treatment,

The manure ufed is the dung of the cattle of the farm,
made into a compoft dunghill, with at leaft twice as much
earth or fand. Such as live on the fide of the Frith, get
fome fea-weed or ware, which they lay on their lands, and
which gives in firong lands a good crop of barley; but the
fucceeding crops of oats are generally poorer than after the
ordinary dung. 1n light foil the ware dées not anfwer when
the feafon is dry, but opens it too much.

Though, fromn the improper management of the lands, this
parifh does not produce near {6 much grain as it otherwifs
might ; yet in the moft unfavourable years, it produces more
than is fufficient for the maintenance of the inhabitants, The
price is various ; but in general, the boll of oat-meal weigh-
ing nine ftone Dutch, is nearly a fhilling cheaper than the
boll of barley ; and the barley in general fells very nearly at
the Haddington prices. Befides grain, there is a good deal
of potatoes raifed, not only by the tenants, but alfo by the
crofters and cottagers. Some of the tenants raife flax,
which the women fpin and get manufadtured into linen,

fome
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fome of it pretty fine, for fale, and fome of a coarfer quality
for domeftic ufe.

Time of Sowing and Reaping.—The oats are commonly
fown in- March, or about the beginning of April; imme-
diately after the oats are fown, the potatoes are planted ;
after which the barley is {fown about the end of April or be-
ginning of May. The earlieft barley is ripe in the end of
Augult or beginning of September. The harveft commonly
becomes general in September, and is finithed by the end of

that month, or the beginning of Oltober,

Number of Plughs, Horfes, Cattle, &’c.—The exalt num-
- ber of ploughs in this parifh cannot be eafily afcertained.
But the error will not be great, if tliey be ftated at an hun-
dred. The number of horfes is not lefs than 450. Some of
them are of a pretty large fize, and {o ftout that two of them
draw a plough; but the moft of them are very much below
that fize. 'The number of black cattle is about 14c0,
moflly oxen ufed in the plough, eight of them together.
They are of the light nimble Highland breed ; when turning
unfit for work, they are difpofed of to dealers in cattle for
the Lnglith market. Few of thefe cattle are reared in this
place ; they are generally brought from the Highlands when
young. ‘Lhough there is not much pafture ground in this
parith, yet moit of the tenants cottagers have theep. The
number is about 2500. They are of a very fmall fize, the
carcafe will not weigh above two ftone Dutch. The wool is
fpun by the women, and manufactured into coarfe cloth for
domeftic ufe, and the fheep are difpofed of to butchers from
Invernefs and Fort-George.

Fifh,
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Fif, Harbours.—~The Trith along the fide of tlis parifh
does not abound in fith ; Culloden has on his property what
is called a fell fifbing, where falinon are caught of an uncoms
monly excellent quality, but the quantity is not confiderable.
At times haddocks and whitings are found in the Frith, but
rarely, and of a fmall fize. liaddocks of any fize, and the
larger kinds of fith, as eod, ling, fkate, &ec. are feldom
found nearer than the coalt of Sutherland or Caithnefs,
In fome feafons herrings appear in this Frith, and in great
quantities, and continue {everal months, perhaps from O&to-
ber to February ; but they generally take three or four years
to repeat their vifit.  Cockles and mufcles are found in the
¢bb, but in no great plenty., About forty years ago, there
were oyfters in this Frith, but they are now entircly gone,
except on a fmall fpot oppofite to Cuiloden’s lands, where
fome are ftill found. Invernefs is the general market for the
fifh caught by the fifhers of this place and ncighbourhood.
The landing places on this part of the Frith (for there are
no Larbours) are but indifferent. ‘Lhe water is fhallow ar
and near the fhore, and at low water the fea retires to a
great diftance. There are two or three places within this
parith, where fafe and commodious harbours for fnall veilels

might be.made at a fmall expence,

Price of Labour.—Labour is performed chiely by {ervants
hired for the half year, who receive ftipulated wages, and
their maintenance, either in the employer’s famnily, or meal
in place of it.  About forty years ago, the half year’s wages
to an ordinary farm-fervant, including fome finall perqui-
fites, was no more than 13s. 4d.  When meal was given in
place of maintenance, it was at the rate of fix bolis,in the
year, one-third of it oat-meal, and the other two-thirds bar-
ley-neal, either meafured with the wheat firlot, or weighed,

at
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at the rate of nine ftone Dutch to the boll ; which comes te
54 ftone Dutch in the year. A day-labourer at that period
had 4d. a day with, or 7d. without maintenance. Of late
the wages of both have been increafing, that of a hired fer-
vant now is 40 s. in the half year ; and that of a day-labour-
er is 6d. with, and g9d. without maintenance. At heavy
work, fuch as the peat-mofs, harveft, &c. day labourers get
9d. with, and 1s. without their vituals, The wages of fe-
male fervants, though it has increafed of late, is ftill more
moderate than that of the men; at an average it is about
15s. or 16s. in the half year, with maintenance, which they
always receive in the family in which they ferve.

Servants and labourers having families, live much more
comfortably than would at firft view be expe&ed from the
fmalinefs of their wages. Bat, befides their wages and meal,
all of them have fome perquifites from the tenants, along
with their houfes; as land to plant potatoes, or fow a little
barley, a fmall garden for cabbages and greens, &c. With
thefe and the induftry of their wives, they contrive to fup-
port themlelves, and to bring up a family.

Roads and Bridges.—The military road from Stirling to
Fort George crofles this parifh, that road with two bridges
on it within this parith, was made, and is kept in repair by
government. The military road from Fort George to Fort
Auguttus, pafles along the whole length of the parifh; there
are four bridges on it, This road was made about twelve
years ago by the ftatute labour, but has lately been repaired,
and in fome places altered in the direCtion, and four bridges
have been built upon it, at the public expence; Eoth thefe
roads are in exceilent repair. The county road from In.

vernefs to Nairn goes alfo through this parith 5 it was made
by
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by the ftatute labour, and had two or three bridges built on
it at the expence of the county.

Poor.~—The pcor are not numerous in this parifh, but it
is much infefted with beggars from other places; for there
is no regulation in this part -of the country to reftrain
common begging. The funds for the relief of the poor de-
pend entirely on the weekly collettions at the church, which
do not amount to more than L. or L. 6 in the year ; fuel
being fearce, poor people have not the fame inducement to

fettle here, as where parochial funds are large and fuel a-
bounds.

Cottages pulled down and built.—Within the laft ten years,
a number of cottages have been pulled down; not fewer
than fifteen or fixteen, and there are at leaft as many empty
at prefent in the parifh. But, to compenfate in fome mea-
{fure for this diminution, there have been about ten new
ones built. So that, within the period above mentioned,
cottages have become twenty fewer in number than they
were before.

Ale-boufes and their Effets.—In this part of the country,
the inferior kind of public houfes ought not to be called ale-
houfes, as formerly, for ale is feldom fold in them. The
only entertainment to be found in them now is whifky, which
is much more expenfive and pernicious than ale. The
number of thefe houfes has been doubled of late. For-
merly there were not above five or fix, but now there are
not fewer than a dozen ! Hitherto there has been no reafon
to complain of their having any bad effc&s on the morals of
the people; but the more fober and judicious enrert2in
great apprehenfions that idlenefs, quarrelling, and other bad

confequencesy
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ronfequences, will be produced ‘by fo many temptations to
drinking fpirits.

Church.—The Earl of Moray is patron of the parifh of
Petty. 'The church and manfe arc near each other, and are
fituated on an eminence facing the fouth eaft, near the head
of a {mall bay iffuing out of the Frith. This fituation is
both healthy and agrecable, as it is dry, and commands an
extenfive view of the country 5 but the church is fituated ra-
ther inconveniently for thé¢ parilhioners, as, inftead of being
in or near the center, it is placed on a {pot almoft detached
from the reft of the parith. The church was built about
three and twenty years ago, has received very little repara-
tion fince, and appears to be in a {ufficient ftate. The
manfe was built about forty yearsbngo, and has been repaired
different times. The ftipend is 78 bolls of barley, 2 bolls of
oat-meal, and thirty pounds Sterling of money, with about
ten acres of glebe land, moft of it a poor light {oil. 'The
prefent incumbent, Mr William Smith, was admitted in
September 1775, was married in 1779, and has five child-
ren; two of them fons, and three daughters. His prede-
cellors in ofiice were Mr John Morrifon admitted in 1759,
who died in November 17743 Mr ZAineas Shaw admitted in
1742, who was tranflated to Forres in 15583 Mr Lewis
Chapman admitted in 1738, who died in 17413 Mr John
uncanfon admitted in 1728, who died in 1737; Mr
Daniel MKenzie admitted in 1719, who was tranilated to
Iavernefs in 1727. He was preceded by Mr Alexander Du-
noon the laft Epifcopal minifter of this parith, who was
admitted in 1684, and continued till his death in 17918.
All the inhabitants of this parith are of the eftablithed

church.

School,
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Schooli—The fchool-houfe was built in 4 pretty fubftantial
inanner in 1784, at about half a mile from the church
which fituation, as being more centrical, is much more con-
venient for the parifhioners. A great number of fchelars
attend the fclhiool, as even the pooreft of the people are be-
coming fenfible of the importance of giving fome education
to their children. The falary is twelve bolls of oat-meal,
allocated on and paid by the tenants; The fchool fees are
low, being only rs. In th¢ quarter. 'The fchoolmatter is al-
ways feffion clerk, for which he has a falary of 13s. 4d.
and certain dues, as 6d. for regiftering each baptifm, mar-
tiage, &c: All thefe emoluments put together will make

about L. 20,

Antiquitiées—There ate not many monumients of antiquity
in this parith; The moft firiking are two earthen mounts
one of them clofe by the church-yard, and the other about
200 yards weft from it. They are evidently artificial, the
outfide being fod, or turf, inclofing fand or light earth.
They appear to have been exadlly circular; contracted a lit~
tle as they afcend, and quite level on the top. The circum-
ference at the bottom is 7150 feet, at the top 120, and the
height is 42. The tradition concerring them is, that they
were piace's fot adminiftering juflice 3 fo their hame imports,
for they are called fom mboit, i. e. the court hill.

There are in different parts of this parifh circles of large
fat ftones, ftanding on one end on the ground, fupported
between two other large ftones buried under ground, fo that
where there is a fingle circle above, there is a double one
under giound: They are faid to be Druidical temples.

Vor. Il E N U M-
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NUMBER IL
UNITED PARISHES or KINGUSSIE anp INCH:

(County of Invernefs.)

By the Rev. Mr . ANDERSON:

WName, Extenty and Situation.

ROM the name of this parith, which, in its literal" ac-
ceptation, fignifies{ ¢ the Head of the Fir-awood” it
feems evident that a large tract of the lands adjacent to the
church had been formerly covered with fir trees 3 though 2t
prefent there is not a fingle tree of this kind within fome
miles of it ; and the country in general, owing to a' fearcity
of planted wood, has, to the eye of a traveller, a'bleak and'
naked appearance.

The extent of the parifh from ealt to weft, is nearly 175
miles, and from north to fouth upwards of 20; but of this
only the low part and the glens along the rivers are well in-
habited, the reft being in general a range of hills appropri«
ated to pafturage, where but & few hamlets ar<:3. thinly fcatter-
ed, for the accommodation of thofe who attend their cattle
during the {fummer months. It is bounded by the parith of
Laggan to the welt, the united parithes of Moy and Dala-

roflie to the north, Alvie to the eaft, and Blair in Athol to
the fouth.
E
4 Cean-Ghinhhfaicke, .
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Tt is fituated in Badenoch, a diftriét in the fhire of Inver-
nefs 3 and is perhaps mere elevated above the level of the
fea, and farther removed in every direCtien from the coalt,

than any other parith in Scotland.

Climate and Difeafes.—As a confequence of the elevation of
the parith, the climate is naturally cold 3 and though from
this circurpftance it might be regarded as healthy, yet there
are other caufes, arifing from the local fituation, that render
dome difeafcs exceedingly common ; the low eadow grounds
have fo little declivity, that every tlood in the Spey over-
flows them, and the ftagnation of the water not only renders
the land {wampy, but produces noxious vapours. Hence
rheumatifms, confumptions, and ether complaints of a fimi-
lar kind, are very frequent.

Rivers and Lakes.—The river Spey interfe&s the parifh,
running from welt to eat. It winds in a number of beauti-
ful curves, through a rich fertile meadow, interfperfed with
allar and willow trees 3 and the rifing grounds to the fouth be-
ing moftly covered with natural birch and hazle, the rocks
appearing {haggy and aBrupt to the north and welt, with the
mountains in every diretion, feen towering in diftant prof-
pect; the whole, viewed 4n the calm of a fummer’s evening,
forms a fcene truly romantic and pi¢urefque. The other
rivers within the parifh are the Truim and Calder, the Tro-
mie, Gynag, and Pethie. All thefe rivers abound with
trout ; and fome of them with pike, falmon, and charr,
‘There is a large lake called Lech 1nch, about a mile fquare,
and fituated at the eaftern extremity of the parifh. It con-
tains plenty of all the kinds of filhes mentioned above. Of
late an attempt was made to drain it, which, had it fucceed-
<d, would have been a great advantage to the county; but,

afier
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after expending feveral hundred pounds, little has been ef-
feted, as the natural declivity of the ground is not fufficient
for the purpofe.

80il.—1In the lower ground, the upper ftratum of the foil
is 2 mixture of fand and flime, left by the overflowings of
the river; a light loam conftitutes the fecond; and clay
the third. The high land, in general, is a light loam with a
mixture of fand, This, indeed, is not a diftrict adapted for
raifing grain. Storms are frequent at all feafons ; frofts are
uncommonly intenfe ; and as they continue late in fpring,
and begin early in autumn, with heavy falls of rain during

the harveft months, crops are always rendered uncertain,

Agriculture and Natural Hiffory.—Grazing {eems to be the
pnly kind of farming proper for this place; and for this the
hills in general are very f{uitable, particularly for theep paf-
turage. The hills which have nothing fingular to attrat ate
tention, and are {o numerous that they would form merely a
tedious mufter-roll of names, anfwer likewife another purpofe,
They abound with game, and are much frequented by {port{-
men. Grous and tarmagan are in great plenty. In fome
parts black-cock and wood-cock are alfo to be found
though thefe are more rare. In the moft remote and un=
frequented places, there are a number of ftags and roe-deer,
Wild duck are uncommonly numerous ; and in the lake al-
ready defcribed, from 70 to 100 [wans refide during winter,

The natural hiftory of the parifh contains nothing fo fin-
gular as to merit a particular defcription. A mine was open-
ed feveral years ago, where fome fpecimens of very rich
filver ore were dug up; but the work was foon difconti-

o pued 4
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nued ; and no attempt has been fince made to difcover whe-
ther it was worth working or not.

Sheep farming has not as yet made any confiderable pro.
grefs in the parifh, notwithftanding the many fuccefsful ex-
amples in the neighbourhood to recommend it. The whole
number perhaps does not exceed 7000. Black cattie is the
primary object. On thefe the tenantry principally depend
for payment of their rent. Their other fales confit of
theep, wool, fome goats, and a few hill horfes.

The parifh in general does not raife grain fufficient to
fupply itfelf. The kinds ufually cultivated, are bear, oats,
and rye. I have already ftated my opinion on corn-farming
in this climate ; and yet, notwithftanding the difadvantages
mentioned, were the exertions of the indufirious tenant pro-
perly direted,—were he inftructed by thofe whofe circum-
ftances enable them to make ufeful experiments,—were he
freed from vexatious fervitudes, that are the bane of im-
provement, and taught to look forward with hope to the
period when he thould enjoy the fruit of his labour fecured
to him and his children, by a leafe for a length of years;
there is little doubt but the foil could be brought to main-
tain double the namber of its prefent inhabitants. ‘The re-
verfe of this picture is unfortunately too true,—The lands in
many places are only held from year to year, or on very
fhort leafes. Graflums (fines) are frequently exalted ; addi.
tional burdens are impofed without regarding whether they
correfpond with the progrefs of improvement ; and perfonal
fervices are {o often dernanded, that the tenant, in many in-
ftances, is more at the Jifpofal of his landlord, than the
feudal vaffil was of his fuperior in former times. The ri-
gour of thefr exalions has Of late been in fome degree ales

N
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viated; and it is to be hoped that, in an enlightened age,
the practice will be difcontinuad altogether,

There is no village either in the parith, or in the whole
diftri@, This inconvenience is feverely felt.  Not only the
luxuries, but even many of the common neceffaries of life,
muft be fent for to the diftance of more than forty miles,
Tradefmen have no fixed place of refidence where they can
be reforted to. There is no centre for the little traffic, or
barter, requifite to be carried on in an inland country. The
wool that could have been manufattured in the place, muft
be {fent by a long land carriage to buyers invited from ano-
ther kingdom., The flax that might have proved a fource of
wealth to both proprietor and tack(man, has been negleted,
becaufe {kiiful people are not colleted in one clofe neigh;
bourhood, to carry it through the whole procefs. A

Population, 'r.—The number of inhabitants afcertained
by a late furvey, amounts to 1803. Of thefe there are
males above ten years of age 64§, females 693,—children of

both fexes under ten years of age 645,—tctal as above. It
is to be regretted, that no data fufficiently accurate to forin

any proper eftimate of the inhabitants in paft times, are to
be found. If an opinion may be hazarded, where faéts only
ought to be attended to, there is reafon to think that the
number of inhabitants within the laft thirty years has de-
creafed 5 but not greatly., Dr Webfter’s report makes this

parifh contain 1900 fouls.

The baptifins and marriages for eight years are as foilow.
No table of burials has been kept.

BaptifmSg

o
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Baptifms. Marriages.
Males. Females. Total.
1983. 16. 15. 31. 1783. 4.
1784. 23, 17. 40. © 1784, 13
1785, 210 28. 49- 1785, 23,
1786. 20, 9. 29, 1786. 4.
1787, 2I. 2¢. 46. 1787. 13.
1788, 33~ 19- 52. 1788. 9.
1789. 20. TI. 31. 1789, 18
1790. E8. 20. 38. 1790. 0.

39 at a yearly average, 312, 12 on ayearly average, 93.

Fhe inhabitants confift of fix heritors, three of whom are
refident 3 {cveral officers retired on half-pay, from the army
and navy; and the remainder almoft wholly of hufbandmen
and cottagers ; excepting fmiths and weavers, there are few
mechanics of any kind. This is owing partly to the caufe
already ftated, there being no village in the place ; and part-
ly to the genius of the people, which is more inclined to
martial enterprize, than to the painful indufiry and labori-
ous exertion requifite to carry on the arts of civil life.
Till of late, it was even with relutance that they would hire
as day-labourers ; and ftill the greater number of thofe em-

ployed in this way, are brought from other countries.

Prices of Labour and of Provifiens.—A ({hilling per day is
reckoned but very ordinary wages. Many receive 15 d. and
16d. and fome refufe to work under 18d. The wages of
women, however, is not in proportion ; during harveft, and
when employed at peats, they receive 8d. a day, and at e-
very other feafon of the year only 6d.

The price of previfions is in fome articles uncommonly
high,
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high, and in others fufficiently moderate. Oat-meal, on afi
average of years, fells at 20s. the boll of g ftone; Qats for
feed, at 16s: 18s. and fometimes 20s. Bear and rye fre-
quently 21s, Beef and mutton cannot be valued by the
pound, as there is no market for butcher-meat ; but both in
genetal are dear.  Ducks and hens are 6d.; chickens 2d.5
eggs 13d: per dozen; cheefe 5s. the ftone of 24 pounds
when green ; butter 12s. the ftone when falted; milk 2d. a
Scottith pint when warm ; potatoes 6d. per peck ; and fome-
times; when fold for feed in fpring, 1s.

Trom the foregoing circumftances, the poverty of the in-
habitants may be inferred as an unavoidable confequence:
An averfion to labour, combining with local difadvantages,
and feudal oppreffion, cannot fail to render a peafantry poor
difpirited, and comfortlefs. To fay the truth, the wretched
appearance of numbers of them, is a fufficient proof of the
hardfhips they endure. A few individuals, perhaps, in the
rank alluded to, may be found who are eafy and affluent;
but, whoever is at pains to examine minutely the condition of
the bulk of the people,—to view the mean ill conftruéted
huts in which they refide,—and to confider the fcanty and
precarious crops on which they depend in a great meafure
for fubfiftence ; will be far from thinking that the picture of
their mifery is drawn in exaggerated colours.

Manners.—~Should a people thus obnoxious to poverty
and all its train of concomitant cvils, be found lefs ferupu-
Ious in fome particulars, than others who enjoy a happier
lot 5 perhaps the liberal mind would find fome alleviation of
their errors in the neceflity of their fituation. But even this
excufe is unneceflary on the prefent o¢cafion. Inftances of
theft are very uncommon ; more flagrant crimes in a great

meafure
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meafure unkrown. Like moft of the natives of the High-
lands, they are brave, hofpitable, and polite. Their vices
may be faid to be grafted on their virtues. They are quar-
relfome, addicted to drunkennefs, and little to be depended
on for the fincerity of their profeffions.

Language~The Gaelic language is moft frequently {po-
ken, though the Englith is” tolerably well underftood by
many of them. They have preferved but few traditions of
their civil hiftory ; and thefe are fcarcely worth the trouble
of recording.

" Church.—Their ecclefiaftical hiftory, till a confiderablé
time after the Reformation, is little known. Though it is
well afcertained, that there was once a monaftery in the
parifh, and a priory with very liberal endowments 3 yet there
is fo little known concerning them, that our antiquaries have
barely mentioned them in the catalogue of religious houlfes,
without attempting any further illuftration. There have
been only five clergymen in fucceflion, fince it was ereted
into a parith ; the laft incumbent officiated 57 years; the
prefent minifter has been fettléd g years; he has been fix
years married, and has no children: The ftipend is L. 70,
the value of the glebe about L, 12. There are neither manfe
nor office houfes; the heritors allow the fum of fifteen
pounds yearly in place of them. The valued rent of the
parifh is 3000 pounds Scots. There are no Papifts nor Dif-
fenters of any kind in the parith, Moderation in religious

opinions charaterizes the people in general.

School.—There is only one parochial fchool, with a falary
of L.11:6:8 Sterling. The other cmoiumenis of the
mafter are L. 2 for being feflion-clerk, with a trifling allow-

Vor. IIL F . ance
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ance for regiftering baptifims and marriages ; and the ufual
fees paid by the fcholars. The number of thefe varies occa-
fionally from 20 to §o. This is owing to the children of the
tenantry being fent to attend the cattle in the hills, during
the {ummer months, -and their returning again to fchool in
the beginning of winter. They are naturally fond of learn-
ing, threwd, and of quick apprehenfion; but parents are of-
ten unable to afford the expence of giving their children
even the common education to be obtained in the country;
and the greater number of them, on this account, are fo il=
literate, that they can neither read nor write.

Poor—There are no funds for fupporting the parifh-poor,
except the weekly colilections at the church. Thefe in ge-
neral amount to very little, and can afford but a very partial
relief to upwards of fifty neceffitous poor, whofe names are
on the roll. In cafes of this kind, common begging is un-
‘avoidable. Where the law has made no particular provifion,
the indigent muft depend on the charity of the public at
lorge.

.

Antiquities—/Among thefe may be reckoned a green hill,
‘on which are the remains of a ruined barrack, which was
built about the year 1725, and burnt in the year 1746.
This hill is thought to be an aruficial mound of earth ; and
the conjeture is {upported in part from a view of its thape
and fituation ; but more particularly, from a circumftance
mentioned by fome of the old inhabitants, that, when they
were finking a well within the barrack, crofs pieces of wood
were found at regular diftances, from the furface to the
bafe ; if really artificial, it muft have been a work of im-
menle labour and expence.

This
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This parith likewife contains fo.ne Druidical circles, and
the appearance of a Roman encampment. This laft is fitu-
ated on a moor, between the bridge of Spey and Pitmain 3
and is faid by many who have examined it, to (hew feveral
of the lines of a camp perfedtly diftint and entire.  Appear-
ances of this kind are often fo little to be depended on, that
every opinion concerning them fhould be hazarded with un-
common diffidence. Collateral circumftances, however, in
thiscafe, may add a degree of probability to conje&ture. In
clearing fome ground adjacent, an urn was found full of
burnt athes, which was carefully preferved, and is ftill ex-
tant. A Roman tripod was allo found fome years ago, con-
cealed in a rock; and is depofited in the fame hands with
the urn. Thefe are ftrong prefunptive proofs, that the Roe-
mans had carried their arms far beyond Agricola’s wall ; the
Celtz never burned their dead ; nor was the tripod ever ufed
in their libations.

Mifeellancous Remarks.~In concluding this {uperficial de-
{cription, the writer has only farther to obferve, that he has
endeavoured to give a faithful ftatement of particulars, as
they appeared to him, without any bias or partiality, That
the pealantry in this, as well as in different other diftri&ts of
the Highlands, fuffer uncomnmion hardthips, and are lefs
comfortable than their fouthern neighbours, none who have
attentively examined their condition, will venture to deny.
But it is eafier to enumerate grievances, than to point out
the means of redrefs. Were the proprictors to grant them
their lands rent.-free, it could not anfwer the purpofe at pre-
fent. Improvements in Agriculture are {low and progref-
five ; an influx of wealth, and a liberal patronage, may en-
courage individuals to make uncommon exertions for a time;
but till a partial change fhall be effeéted in the difpofitions

of
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of the people in general,—till their children fhall be early
accuftomed to be laborious, aive, and induftrious,~—and
till they fhall fee the advantages refulting from this praftice
confirmed by example; it is in vain to expe, that either
their poverty, or the grievances arifing from their prefent
condition, can be wholly removed. To produce this defire-
able alteration, is an objet meriting, in fome meafure, the
attention of the nation at large. And may it not be hoped,
in particular, that the Highland Society, a Body whofe en-
lightened views can difcern, and whofe opulent circum-
ftances enable them, to encourage the moft valuable im-
provements for the country with which they are fo intimate-
1y conneéted, will contribute in no common degree to this
end ?

NUM-
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NUMBER IV,
PARISH OF FORDICE.

(County of Banff.)

By the Rev. Mr JaMmEs LawTIE.

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, and Surface.

HE antient and modern name of this parifh is Fordice,

it is faid to be derived from the Gaelic, and to fignify

the bleuk country. And, indeed, the upper part of the parith

may fiill be entitled to the epithet of bleak ; but much more

fo, before the woods were cut down, and the marthes drain-

ed. TFordice is fituated in Banffthire, in the prefbytery of
Fordice, and fynod of Aberdeen.

This parith fince Ordiquhill, Defkford, and Cullen, were
detached from it after the Reformation, is nearly triangular.
From the mouth of the river or burn of Boyn, on the eaft,
to the Knockhill, is five miles Scots. From the Knockhill
to Logie the fame number of miles on the weft. From
Logie to the mouth of the burn of Boyn, near Scots Miln
and Old Houfe of Boyn, alongft the fide of the fea, five
miles. On the eaft it is bounded by the parifh of Boyndie,
on the fouth by Ordiquhill and Grange, on the weft by -
Defkford, Rathven, and Cullen, on the north by the fea,
or Moray Frith,

The
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The general appearance of the country is rather flat, with
many inequalities and rifing grounds. There are two {mall
and contiguous hills, thofe of Fordice and Durn, about a
mile fouth from the:fea, befides the Knockhill at the fouthe
weft extremity, much higher than the two preceding, and
which feparates this parifh from part of Grange and Ordi-
quhill.

The coaft or fhore is high and roci:y, with the exception
of a few bays, fuch as thofe of Portfoy and Sandend.

Many forts of fifhes are caught on the coaft, ling, cod,
tufk, haddock ; befides dog, whit‘in‘g, mackarel, holybut,
tufbot, cat, and flounder of various kinds. Loblters,
crabs, clams, limpits, and periwinkles, The principal
market for the firft four kinds was Leith and the South
Frith; but now the fifliers fay they fuffer {uch exactions at
Leith, (a ftrange policy upon an article of provifions) that
they feldom proceed to that market, and fell betwixt this
and the South Frith, There are corallines on the-coafts,
and from famples taken up on the fithers lines or hooks, it
is believed a few corals and fponges. There are large fhoals
of herrings and confiderable numbers of {eals, purpoifes, and
fometimes whales, and fharks, feen on the coaft. The lime=
fione on the coaflt is frequently perforated by a fpecies of
fmall mufcle, which live and grow in the {tones. The fifh
of this kind called pholades in Italy, have three or four fhells,
ours, like common mufcles, only two., There might be
large quantities of kelp made on the coaft. However, the
great quantity of both tangle, and belly-weed, which grows
on the fea rocks, when by ftorms loofened and difengaged
from them, and caft afhore, are carefully gathered and ufed

as
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4s manure. Sometimes belly-weed is fhorn or cut for that
purpofe by the farmers.

An intelligent boatmafter at Sandend, fays, that the courfe
of the tides is from half tide to half tide, and that there are
no extraordiﬁary currents until they get above Cromarty
and the only dangerous rocks are the Skairs of Caufrey.
The fithers diret their courfe by the hills of Durn and
Knockhill. There is no light-houfe; but a beacon, it is
faid, would be ufefcl upon the above-mentioned Skairs.
Eafter and Wefter Heads of Portfoy, and Logie Head on
the weft towards Cullen, and a few miles from Scarnofe, in
the parifh of Rathven, are the moft remarkable head-lands,
Redhyth betwixt Sandend and Portfoy, is a very ufeful and
fafe creck in fome cafes, having a deep beech. A thip from
Onega, about twenty two years ago, by being run into the
bay of Sandend, faved both her cargo and hands.

The hills are covered with grafs, or heath, mofily the
latter. There has been a very deep mofs on the top of the
Knockhill 5 but was never ufed, being inacceffible almoft by
horfe carriages, and moftly burnt out in the dry year 1723.
There is much marble (or rather jafper) at Portfoy, quarried
in the ordinary manner, and manufatured into chimney-
pieces, funeral-monuments, tea-cups, fun-dials, &c. Upon
the firft difcovery, much of it was exported to France, and
it is faid, there are two chimney pieces of it in the palace of
Verfailles, and that it became fathionable in France; but the
family of Boyne overftocking the market, it went out of
fathion, and a thip load of it lies negle¢ted on the banks of
the Seine, as a gentleman who faw and knew the fiones
informed me. This quarry runs fouthward from Portioy
into the hill of Durn, and then acrofs the country to the

welt
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weft end of the hill of Fordice, and from that feuth nearly
to the Knockhill. The hill of Durn feems to be one mafs
of marble, and a kind of quartz, a white filiceous ftone em-
ployed in the manufatture of ftoneware. There are like-
wife in the lower end of the parifh, through the eftates of
Findlater, Birkenbog, Glaflaugh, and Durn, inexhauftible
quarries of limeftone ; large quantities of lime and lime-
ftone are tranfported. There is a weighty clumf{y fort of
flate in the rocks of Findlater. Hopes have been entertain-
ed of finding a coal mine near Glaffaugh or Sandend. A-
longft with the limeftone there are mixtures and layers of a
black fubfiance, like flate of coal. Boring was tried at
Glaflaugh, both by the late General Abercrombie, and his
father, but no difcovery of coal was made. The rocks on
the fea at the eaft fide of the parith, near Craig of Boyn,
have been faid to confilt entirely of iron ftone. The foil in
general is deep and fertile, but rather wet than dry, which
renders the harveft late in a rainy harveft. No part of the
parifh is fubje to inundations, except the haughs and flat
grounds, near the rivulets, where mifchief is fometimes
done, both to corns and houfes. In fummer 1772, fome
houfes and a bridge were {wept away, both at Fordice and
Glaflzugh. The fame happened in November 1781.

Climate and Difempers.—The air is rather dry than moift,
and in general heulthy. The ravages of the fmall-pox are
very much abated by the practice of inoculation. The moft
prevalent diftemper is fever, and that for the moft part not
univerfal, but confined to particular diftri&ts. It is fome-
times thought to arife from infe&ion and communication
with other parts of the counfry; at other times from local
fituations, and circumitances of the people’s houfes and ha-
bits of living in particular diftricts.

Population.
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Population. —The population of this parifh, {o far as it has
‘been traced, was as great formerly as at prefent. This may
appear a little problematical, confidering the great number of
people collected together and living in Portfoy ; but former-
ly there were many mofles, now exhaufted, and the fides of
thefe mofles were crouded with cottagers, who laboured a
few acres of ground, had a little coarfe flax of their own
growth, and kept a {mall flock of fheep, which afforded
them clothes. Thefe people multiplied and afforded fol-
diers, fervants, and tradefmen. The great check given to
this rank of people was firft the mofles being exhaufted, and
then fome heritors limited by their leafes the number of
fubtenants, in order to {ave their mofles. The return of the
population of this parith to Dr Webfter was 3212. In the
year 1782, the police of the county required an account of
the number, young and old, in the parith, in order to afcer-
tain the quantity of meal neceflary to be imported. A tole-
rably exalt numeration was made, and then young and old,
amounted to about 3425. The population fince that period
has rather increafed than diminithed.

The average of births according to the regifter of baptifms
in 1683,—4,—5, is 104 5 in 1783,—4,—5, 55. It is be-
lieved, however, that there are as many, or nearly as many
births and baptifms in the parith now as formerly, and that
the difference of thefe two averages arites in a great mea-
fure from the inaccuracy of the baptilm regiiters, owing to
the negligence of the people, in regiftering their children’s
names. During laft century, there was only one minifter,
and the {choolmafter was attentive to his own intereft, in ob-
liging the people to regifter their children. There are now
{éveral who baptize at Portfoy, a minifter of the eftablifh-
fent,—a Seceder,—a Nonjuror who preaches every fort-

Vou. IIL G night,
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‘night,—and a Roman Catholic prieft, who frequently fays
mafs there. The regifter of baptifins commences in 1663,
and from the beginning, the average of bapti{ms continues
much the fame as the firft mentioned average, to the end of
the century, when the feven years famine which then hap-
pened, reduces the number in 1699, to 70. From that
time the number rifes gradually in the regilter to 1717,
when a Nonjuror fettling at Portfoy, and afterwards near it,
the people became negligent in regiftering, and have gener.
ally continued fo, to the great lofs of many, in proving their

kindred with relations who had entered the feafaring line,
or {ettled abroad.

There has only very lately been a regifter of burials; and
the average for 1584,—3,—6, is 47. But, as there is a bu-

rial place at Portfoy, this average is not very accurate.

There is no regifter of marriages before 1722. By the a-
verage for 1729,—30,—11,2bout 22 men fettled in this parifh
married wives either within or without the parifh,—and eighf
women married from this parifh into other parithes, In
1784,—5,—6, 24 men fettled in this parifh, married women
of this or other parithes, and three women were marriéd
from this into other parifhes, Without attending to this cir-
cumitance, marriages might be ftated twice; becaufe, when
the man and woman belong to different parifhes,the publication

of the banns and regiiiration of the contraét take place in both.

There are five fithing boats, fix men to a boat, and a few
yawls befides, for the boys. This rank is ftill dimihifhing by
prefling for the Navy fervice, and young people going to the
merchant fervice; likewife by accidents of fhipwreck.—
"There is one fludent at the Univerfity.—A few belonging to

this
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this parifh were born in England.— Great numbers are born
to the welt of Spey. A great part of the fervants male and
female come from other parifhes, in queft of more liberty,
and better wages ; particularly from the more northerly parts
of the ifland.—No nobility have refided in this panifh fince
the end of laft century, when the family of Findlater fold
Durn. Refident families are Birkenbog, Glaffaugh, and
Durn 5 only Sir George Abercrombie of Birkeabog, has pul-
led down the old family feat, and has not yet rebuilt 1t.—
There are fix heritors.—There is a minifter of the citablitha
ed church at Fordice, and a preacher at Portfoy, prefenied
by the prefent Lord Findlater’s grandfather with L.20 year-
ly ; likewife a Relief one, occafionally a Nonjuror Epifcopa-
lian minifter, and a Popifh prieft.—There is one notary, and
one meflenger.—One furgeon at.Portfoy, and one apothe-
cary.—The great body of the people are Prefbyterians of the
eftablifhed church.— There are a few Seceders.—A conlfider-
able number of Epifcopalians.— A few Papilts.

The population of the parifh is not very materially diffe-
rent from what it was 25 years ago. The decreafe of fub-
tenants by throwing many fmall tacks into one, is balanced
by tenanting the grafs-rooms, and the increafe of people at
Portfoy. The tenants alongft the coaft paid large vitual
rents ; and therefore, found it convenient to have grafs farms
in the upper part of the parith, for fubtifting their cattle in
fummer. 1In thefe farms the folding grounds were only
fown. The introdu&ion of grafs-feeds, and partial conver-
fion of vittual rent, have rendered this policy unneceflary ;
and it is dilcontinued.

None have died for want fince the 1700~=None have left
the parith for want of employment, except a few day-labourers,
who
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who removed to the contiguous parith of Cullen, for more
conftant employment in Lord Findlater’s works ; and a con»
fiderable number of lint-dreflers difperfed into different

parts upon the failure of the thread manufadtory at Portfcy,
a few years ago.

€ultivation and Produce, {Fc.—Horfe ploughing has in
fome farms fuperfeded the ufe of oxen; fheep have greatly
decreafed by winter herding, and the wearing out of the
commons by tillage and much feal. A great deal of oats
and barley, and alfo a confiderable quantity of wheat, are
raifed in this parifh, efpecially fince the ereti:n of flour-
mills, Almoft every farmer has fields of turnip and pota-
toes ; the laft are fometimes fold for exportation. The cul-
ture of field cabbage and coleworts is likewife coming into
praétice.  The parith does furely more than fupply itfelf
with provifions, though there is, no doubt, a confiderable-
importation of meal and fleth at Portfoy, from other pa-
rifhes; yet that muft be more than balanced by exportation..
Almolft all the farmers raife flax for their own ufe, and fome of
them for fale; while others let their lands for a crop to the
flax-raifers at Portfoy. The fowing of grafs-feeds has be-
come very general. The rage of ploughing and raifing corn
had long ago deftroyed the natural beft paftures of the pa-
rith, except a few on the fides of burns and rifing grounds,
which could not be fafely touched by the plough. There
are, however, ftill remaining in fome parts of the parifh,
what they call outfields, which may be called pafture, as
they do not undergo the culture of the plough, except for
two or three crops in a dozen or twenty years. The ufe
of lime has much diminifhed the quantity of out-field, -
Wheat is generally fown in the end of harveft, peafe,
beans, oats, and barley, are fown from the beginning of
March
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March to the end of May, according to feafons and fitua=
tions. Harveft begins in Auguft, and in early years termi-
nates in September or beginning of October. Common or
wafte ground is every year diminifhing, being converted into
tillage by the contiguous tenants, or planted by the heritors.
There is one natural wood of alder, and feveral plantations of
fir, afh, e¢lm, and other trees ; but fewer than might be ex-
pected from the refidence and opulence of the heritors. The
land-rent of the parith may amount to nearly L. 4000 year-
Iy. The valuation of this parifh is between the 8th and gth
part of that of the whole county. The rent of fithing boats
about L.4 yearly each ; but from this is to be deduced the
price of a boat fureifhed once in {cven years by the heritors,
About 20s. is the rent of the beft lands. Trom 105, to 125,
for thofe of inferior value. The fmall allotments to the inhabit-
ants of villages go higher, perhaps above gos. the acre,
The number of farms is diminifhing every year. TFrom 8o
to 100 acres is the largeft. However, a confiderable number
of {mall farms ftill remain, for furnithing tradefmen and fer-
vants to the country. Farms are beginning to be enclofed.
There is a white peat (under the name of greafy clods)
which may be called a bitumen, and fome years ago was uni-
verfally ufed for giving light to {pinners in winter; and is
ftill ufed by the pooreft people for that purpofe.

Language.—No language is fpoken in this parith, except
the Scottith or Anglo-Saxon. All the old farms {eem to
" have their names from the Gaelic or Erfe, Glafaugh, Gray
or Green-Haugh.,  Kithillock, Burial-Hillock.  Aird of Port-
foy, Height of Portfoy. Durn, Round, from its contiguous
round hill.  Auchmore, Large Field. Hindrought, Bridge-
end, &c. The old Mains of -Findlater, which was very ex-
tenfive, is now .divided into many farms, which have all

Englith
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Englifh names. Some farms in the upper part of the paiifh,
which were laid walfte, in the bad years, or famine, at the end
of the laft century, have had new and fanciful names given
them, fuch as York, Windfor, &ec.

Stipend.—The ftipend (in which are 215 bolls meal,
reckoned at 10s. per boll) amounts to L.51 : 10. The glebe,
according to the value of contiguous lands, L.7:10. Grafs
money L.2. In whole L. 81. The glebe having been per-
fectly inclofed by the prefent incumbent, it may be worth
fomething ore to his fucceflor, There is likewife L. 5 of
communion-element money ; but that has not been uniform-
Iy paid. The Earl of Findlater is Patron.

Poor.—The number of poor receiving alms is 97. There
are three different managements for the poor at Fordice,
Portfoy, and Sandend. 'The produce of the collections may
be about L.3r1 annually. Befides this, there is the inte-
relt of L. 130 of fettled money, which has chiefly rifen
from faving on the colletions, with a few fmall benefactions
from particular perfons. There is the rent of a loft in the
church at Fordice, and of two mort-clothes. ‘There are
likewife penalties on delinquents ; and three of our heritors
dying within the laft ten years, about L. 30 accrued to the
poor, either by their own bequeathments, or that of their
families. Somc of the heritors likewife, give every year &
quantity of meal to the poor of their refpective eftates.

Price of Provifions and Labour.—When the incumbent fet-
tled here, 43 years ago, beef, mutton, po‘rk, and lamb, fold
from 1id. to 2d. per pound. Chickens at 2d. the pair;
hens from §d. to 6d. the pair. Butter from g s, to 6s. the
ftone, Amfterdam weight; cheefe at 25. 6d. per flone. At

prefent



of Fordice. 55

prefent beef fells from 21d. to 4d. the pound Amfterdam
weight 3 mutton from 2d. to 4d. according to the feafon
veal and lamb from 31 d. to 6d.; pork from 25d. to 33d.3
pigs from 2. 6d. to 6s. Ducks 15s. 6d. the pair; hens
1s. 4d. to 1s. 6d. the pair; chickens fell at 2 d. the piecey
pigeons at 2 d. the pair; turkies at 2s. 6d. and 3s. each;
geefe 25. 6 d. each. Wheat at an average may be 17s. 6d.
the boil ; fomething better than Linlithgow meafure. The
heritors convert barley rent at 14s. Oats may be reckoned
from 8. to 125. the boll ; peale and beans equal to one boll
oat-meal. Farmers men-fervants get from L. 2 :10 to
L. 6:6 annually. Maid-fervants from L. 2 to L.2: 10 an-
nually. Day-lubourers from 8d. to 1s. per day, without
meat, with meat 6d. a day. Mofling and harveft-work is the
deareﬁ, and perhaps a little more than the above; for a
good harveft-man fometimes gets Is. and victuals, per day.
Thirty or forty years ago, men-fervants got from L.1:13:6
to L. 4 yearly; women.fervants from 16s. to 20s.; day-
labourers from 5 d. to 6d, without meat, with meat, about
4d. Mafter-mafons now receive about 2. per day ; mafters
carpenters 1s. 4d. or Is. 6d.; journeymen-mafons from
15. 4d. to 15 6d.; journeymen-wrights fromt rod. to 1s. 3
taylors get 6 d. and vituals ; houfe fervant-maids from L.2
to L.3:3 yearly; men from L.6 to L. 19 yearly. With
the induftry of his wife, a day-labourer may bring up his family,
As foon as they are able to work, the children are fet to {pine
ning, or hired out to herd. When old, if their children be
. not both dutiful and fuccefsful, they need help from the
poor’s-funds. Their food is meal of oats, barley, peale,
and beans, with potatoes, milk, greens, and fome fifh, which
fome years ago, when cheap, was a gré;lt help to their live
ing ; but of late are rifing above their purchafe. They fel-
dom can afford any flefh meat now, except at Chriftmas 3

' \ ‘ bug
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but formerly could afford a little through the winter. They
are generally affeCtionate to their children, and part with
more to them, than a prudent concern for old age permits,

Antiquities—There is a triple fofle and rampart on the
fides and top of the hill of Durm, which feem to have quite
furrounded it. The higheft, which includes the large plain
on the top of the hill, feems to have been firong with a ftone
rampart or wall, efpecially at the entry or moft acceffible
part, where it joins the hill of Fordice. It commands an
extenfive view of the adjacent country; and probably was
ufed as a retreat for the people, their families, and cattle, on
invafions of the Danes from the {ea, or of the wild High-
landers. Hard by it, on the fide of the hill of Fordice,
there is a farm called Badhuntoul. According to Mr Pennant,
in his Hebrides, Badhun fignifies a place of refuge, and fome
{ay Tou/ fignifies a burn, others a hollow; in either way it feems
to juftify the fuppofition, with refpect to the intrenchments on
the hill of Durn. Of predatory invafions from the High-
hndcrs, there ftill remain fome traditions in the parifh,
There is a tribe of Gregors amongft the country people, faid
to be the defcendants of boys taken in a purfuit of the
thieves. Kirktown and the Caftle of Defkford in the old
bounds of this parifh, are {uppofed to have been a Roman
ftation. Flint arrow-heads of our anceftors, called by the
country people e/f arrow-heads, have been found in this pa.
rith, Lhere are the remains of fome Druidical temples,
likewife burrows or tumuli. Three of the laft have been
opened within thefe few ycars. One very large between
Glaffaugh and the fea, immediately above the bay of Sand-
end. It confifted of a large circular accumulation of ftones,
fourteen feet high, and fixty feet broad, and then covered
with earth or turf, Upon breaking in at the top, there were

' found
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found a ftone coffin of flag or flat ftones, and in it the
bones of a chieftain lying in their natural order; and a
deer’s horn, a fymbol of the chief’s being a hunter. The
frones, of which fort there were few in the neigh-
bourhood, by the fhells of the pholades, or mufcles in-
cluded in many of them, feem principally to have been
brought from the fea, The quantity, diftance, and dif=
ficulty of accefs, feem to have required an army, or
large diftri& of country to tranfport them. This burrow is
now the fite of a wind-mill. There had been another com-
paratively very {mall burrow, at about a hundred paces dif-
tance from the largeft. It had been couftructed by cafling
up a trench round it, which ftill remains ; but the earth of
the tumulus has been long ago carried off. Another bur-
row was likewife broken up at Kilhillock in Findlater fome
years ago. It was entirely a cairn of ftones; and in remov-
ing them for the purpofe of inclofing, an urn was found, and
likewifc a ftone coffin covering a fleleton. The tenant was
greatly furprifed, and, that he might not fuffer for violating
burial ground, he carefully interred the bones, and the pieces
of the urn, at a marked place in the inclofure. Another tu-
mulos was likewife broken up in the contiguous farm of
Brankamentum, through the curiofity of Mr Duncan of
Broom, where there was found an urn containing afhes; it
was very hard, and the clay well baked. In the r1oth cen-
ury, the Danes landed at the mouth of the burn of Cullen;
King Indulfus came up, beat them, and obliged them to re-
embark ; but was flain at the end of the engagerent, in a
corner of a wood, where he fell in with an unbroken party
of the Danes. It is a matter of uncertainty whether the
battle was fought in this parith, or in that of Rathven on the
weft of Cullen, where remains the King’s Cairn, in the
Vor. I, H midft
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midft of Lord Findlater’s plantations, a little to the wefk
of Cullen-Houfe, at which place, according to fome, In-
dulfus fell.

Eminent Men.—1t is probable that Archbifhop Sharp was

a native of this parith. His father was proprietor of Ordin-
hoves, the family eftate in this parith, and afterwards re-
moved to Banff, where, as is generally {uppofed from that
circumftance merely, the Archbithop was born. The father
managed the bufinefs of the family of Findlater, and the in-
cumbent has heard the late Earl of Findlater’s father fay,
that the beft written papers in their charter cheft, were done
by him. The late General Abercrombie of Glaflaugh, was
a native of this parith, and educated in it. Mr George
Smith anotber native of this place, after ferving as clerk in
Holland, Paris, and Aleppo, found his way over land to
the Faft Indies, was not heard of by his friends for feve-
ral years, and died February laft, on his way to Britain.
He had become mafter of a very confiderable fortune ;
and, if ‘any of his five fifters, or their progeny, fail to claim
in five years, their fhares come under the adminiftration
of the magiftrates of Banfl.—L. 1000 to be employed for
an hofpital or infirmary at Banfl' or Fordice,—L. 2§ year-
ly in augmentation of the minifter of Fordice’s ftipend,
—L. 40 yearly, to endow a {choolmafter at Fordice, to
teach the French and Dutch languages, with arithmctic;
mathematics, and book-keeping,—and L. 25 yearly, to each
of his burfars at this fchool, Walter Ogilvie of Red-
hyth, a native of this parifh, laft century, endowed twelve
burfars at the fchool of Fordice, and eight at King’s Col-
jege Aberdeen. The prefentation was in the gift of Ogilvie
pf Boyn, but fold by the late¢ Inchmartin to the family of
Findlater,
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Findlater. Trial is appointed to be made of the proficiency
of the burfars, the 4th year of their attendance, and, if they
be found not qualified for a literary education, or not inclin-
ed to follow it, they get the sth year to prepare them fo far

for fome trade.

General Charalier of the People, (5c.—There is hothing in the
heighth of the people which may diftinguifh them from their
neighbours in the country. ‘Their fize cannot be called
dwarfith, but lower, probably, than it would otherwife be,
owing to the boys being early put to hard work, and the
girls confined to fpinning. Very few of the people reach the
height of fix feet. Here it may not be improper to obiferve;
that Sir John Gordon of Park, about a century agv, intro-
duced a breed of tall men into his eftate in Ordiquhill pa-
rifh, . colle&ted from different parts of Scotland ; but that
their defcendants of the third generation have generally
come down to the fize of the country. More lately, when
the King of Pruflia was colleting his tall men, the incum-
bent has not heard that he obtained any from this corner ;
but he got fome from the coatiguous parith of Rathven,

The people are in general difpofed to induftry. Since the
failure of thread-bleaching at Portfoy, there is no manufadture
of confeqence carried on within the parith. But mof of the
inhabitants raife as much flax, and weave as much linen
cloth, as ferve their families. Perhaps not ioco yards of
the cloth manufatured in it, are fold out of the parifh at
prefént. The manufature of linen feems to have exifted in
this parith 3oo years ago, for amonglt other privileges
granted to the weekly market at Fordice, by charter from
the CGrown, that of felling Linteum latum et ar&um, is given
in 1490. The people are rather inclined to the fea than the

land
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land fervice. However, many do not enter voluntarily, but by
draughts made from the fithing boats, and prefling trom the
mer:hant fervice. The people are in general economical
and frugal ; but luxury in drefs and living are creeping in.
Only one eftate in this parifh has been fold for many years,
that of Durn, which fetched, it is believed, about 30
years purchafe; but much more had been offered for it a
few years before. A part of Sir William Gordon of Park’s
unentailed eftate in this parith, fold not long after 1746, for
40 years purchafe. The better fort of people are much dif-
pofed to give charitable affiftance to the fhipwrecked; but
perhaps the old feudal favage cuftom of diftrefling the fhip-
wrecked, and embezzling their property, would appear, if
not reftrained by law, and by the humanity of the better
fort. 'The people enjoy the comforts and advantages of fo-
ciety in a tolerable degree, and feem contented. Their ftate
might be ftill bettered by long leafes, commutation of
victual rent, abolition of fervices, &c. and all thefe things
are coming in apace. There is one woman in prifon for
theft.

School.—The number of {fcholars at the parochial {fchool,
is, at an average, between o and 6e. The mafter’s e-
moluments from the kirk feflion, keeping the regifters, fa-
lary from the parith, and thirteen burfars, amount to L. 26.
Befides this, he has {chool-fees from his other fcholars,
from 1s. to 2s. 6d. quarterly, according to what they are
taught. Something likewife is made by teaching book

keeping.

“There is a fchool by fubfcription at Portfoy, the fixed fa-
lary of the fchoolmafter is L. 153 and, as he is allowed to

take in fome more {cholars than thofe fubfcribed for, about
L.
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L. g more is made of it. The number of {cholars amounts
to 30.

There is likewife a charity fchoolmafter at Portfoy, for
teaching the poor. His fixed falary from the Society
for propagating Chriftian Knowledge is L. 8,~from the
Countefs Dowager of Findlater L. 5,—and the value of L. 2
in land from Lord Findlater as a cow’s grafs,—L. 2 as clerk
and treafurer for the poor’s funds at Portfoy, in all L. 17.
And about feven pound more may be made by teaching
thofe who are able to pay for reading, writing, arithmeric,

book-keeping, and navigation,

There is another fchool for boys at Port{oy, where from
20 to 30 are taught ; and through the reft of the parith there
are four fchools for girls, where reading, fowing, and knit-
ting of ftockings are taught.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—~The remarkable meteor which
travelled over fo great a fpace a few years ago, was feen here,
as alfo in the neighbourhood, about the fame hour.—
Likewife the remarkable noife like cannon fhot, heard all
over the north country in fummer 1745, was heard in this

parith.

The fuel generally ufed in the parith is peat or turf; a
good cart load of the firft cofts 1s. 3d. of turf 8d. Confi-
derable quantities of Englith and Scots coal are imported at
Portfoy, and even bought by the tenants in the lower parts
of the parifh, at a diftance from the mofles. Some of the

poorer villagers pull heath and cut furze.

There is one coach and two four wheeled chaifes belong-
’ ing
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ing to private perfons. There is a fithing village at Sand~
end. A fithing and trading one at Portloy, both on the fea
fide. The Kirktown of Fordice, half a mile above Sandend,
which was crected into a borough of barony, by Elphingfton
Bifhop of Aberdeen, in 1499, afterwards by another Bithop
of Aberdeen feued out to Ogilvie of Durn, is now the pro-
perty of Lord Findlater. There is a fmall village at New-
mills of Boyne, about twd mills from the fea.

The bridges are few, and not all in repair ; they are moft-
ly eonfiructed and kept up by county afleflments. The great
road between Cullen and Banff is in excellent order, but the
other roads are greatly neglected fince General Abercrom-
bie’s death. The ftatute labour is generally exacted 3 but by
the latenefs of the harveft, the exation of the three laft days
being fometimes hindered, thefe days are frequently commu-
ted for a day extraordinary in fummer.

In the years 1782,—83, the parifh fell thort of its ordi-
nary produce of corn and poratoes, and, without importation,
could fcarcely have fupplied itfelf with feed and provifions.
The heritors fold their farms in the country, and en-
couraged importation; Government gave fupplies, and the
kirk-feffion encroached upon their funds. The incumbent
‘had the curiofity to read over the feflion’s records, for the
laft ten years of the laft century, in which period hap-
pened the great famine of feven years, called the I/ Years.
An antient elder of this parifth faid, that if the fame pre-
cautions had been taken at that time, which he had
feen taken more lately in times of fcarcity, the famine
would not have done fo much hurt, nor would fo
many have perithed. From the records, it did not ap-
pear, that any public meafures were purfued for the fupply

) of
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of the poor, nor any thing uncommon done by the f{effion,
except towards the end. The common difiribution of the
collections of the church, amounted only to about 1s. 2d.
or 15 4d. weekly. The thing moft remarkable was, that
for feveral ycars before the famine, adultery and fornication
had been extremely frequent, to which the famine put
an entire and {peedy ftop.—Neither do thefe crimes feem to
have abounded fo much in the parifth, fince that time. Soon
after the Reformation, Popery in its outward form feems to
have left the parith entirely, but the fuperftition as to wells,
{pells, charms, remained much longer ; and above all, a dif-
regard to the decent religious obfervation of Sunday. The
eaft and weft fide of the parith continued their competition
at the foot-ball after divine worthip, and a public market
was held in the church-yard. Bifhop Elphingfton, when he
got his village of Fordice erected into a borough of barony
in 1499, and obtained the privilege of a weekly market day,
thought it decent to leave out Sabbathi, and perhaps thought
of abolithing the praltice, which probably exifted before his
time. But in the renewal of the charter in 1592, to Menzies
of Durn, whofe predeceflor had feued it from the Bifhop of
Aberdeen, die Sabbathi is exprefsly inferted. This pra&ice
was only got gradually fuppreled in the beginning of this
century or end of the laft. Sowe people, whom the incum-
bent has feen, remembered the fale of oxen-yokes, {nuff, &ec.
upon the Sunday. The laft parcel of fnuff brought into the
church-yard for fale on Sunday, was tofled out of the bag
by Mr Gellie the minifter, who paid the value. The annual
market called Hallow-fair, by Mr Menzies’s charter, was to
be held ad Feflum Omnium Sanctorum ad All-Hallomes per
JSpatiwm oflo dierum. By Bithop Flphingfton’s charter, in
Feflo Sancti Tallcritani et per offawvas ejujdem ; of which
faint, none of the Popith clergy of this country, with

’ whom
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whom the incumbent has converfed, can give him any ac-
count ;3 though it is plain he was once a faint of their
church, and had a feftival dedicated to him. He feems to
have been the patron faint of the parifh, and a well is ftill
called by his name.

There are in this parifh thirteen ale-houfes and three inns.
The number of ale-houfes is greatly diminithed, whereby the
morals of the people with refpect to fobriety and decency
are greatly mended. The ale houfes in this village, now re-
duced to one, were very numerous, and the Sunday’s drink-
ing very great, origineting from the Sunday’s market ; in {o
much that the minifter was obliged to compound the matter,
to allow a certain time after public worfhip, and then to caufe
ring what was called the Drunken Bell ; after which he vifit-
ed the ale-houfes, and difmiffed any who remained in them.
This pra&icé, however, ccafed before the incumbent’s time,
or that of his predeceflor, though both have been obliged
to make a ftep through the village, after dinner, and break
up drinking companies.

More cottages have fallen in the laft ten years than have
been rebuilt ; but on the whole, the number fallen in and
not rebuilt, is abundantly compenfated by new feus taken,
and new houfes built at Portfoy.

The employing cottagers in agriculture is much difconti-
nued in this parith. The farmers think themfelves better
ferved by hired fervants who lodge with them, and have no
interruption by the neighbourhood of their families. Forty
years ago, moft large farms had their cottar-man, i.e. a
cottager living near them, who held the plough, bound the
corn in harveft, and built the ricks. This feemingly ufeful

member
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gember of a farm is difcontinued, becaufe ploughing is bet-
ter and more generally underftood than formerly, and the
difliculty is not great, of finding a good ploughman to hire
at any term; however, fome of the farmers wifh for cotta-
gers on their farms, whom they can employ incidentally, or,
what would be ftill more ufeful, to have villages fcattered
up and down the country, where day-labourers could be
hired.

Vor. IIL 1 N U M-
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NUMBER V.
PARISH OF MONYMUSK.

(Caunty of Aberdeen.)-

By the Rev. Mr ALEXaANDER DUFF.

Y
Name.

' ONYMUSK appears to be a compound of two Gaelic

words, monaugh high or hilly, and moufick, which
fignifies low and marthy ground ; the nature and fituation of
the country renders this conjecture more than probable, as
the parifh confifts, partly of farms lying along the fides of
hills, which bound it on the weft and north, and of low
lands or haughs, which occupy a large fpace on both fides-of

the river Don.

Situation and Extent.—This parifh, which lies in the coun=
ty and fynod of Aberdeen, and in the prefbytery of Ga-
rioch, is feven miles long, and from four to five broad, its
figure is very irregular. It is bounded on the eaft and fouth
by the parifhes of ilemnay and Cluny, on'the weft by the pa-
rith of Fough, and on the north weft and north by the pa-
rifhes of Keig, Oyne, and Chapel-Garioch. It is eighteen:
miles diftant from Aberdeen, the neareft {ea-port ; the com-
munication to which is eafy, by two roads, both of which:

are well made and kept in good repair,
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Soil,—The foil is in general good, and is diftinguifhed .into
jnfield and outfield, the ,.roporiion of which is as two of the
fatter to ore of the former; ex.vpting in the farms which
lie on the binks of the river, which almott all coafit of
infield and well cultivated lands. The mould is generally of
a blackifh colour, rather light, h.wwing little or no mixture
of clay in it. The baugh grounds have a fmall mixture of
fand, which gives them a lighter colour than the {oll more
diftant from the river. There is a large quartity of rich
clay in moft of the lands that go by the name of outfield
ground, and fuch of them as have been limed, and properly
cultivated, become as rich as the beft inficld ground in the

parifh.

Air.~There is nothing very particular in the air of this
parith, to diftinguith it in that refpect from the circumjacent
country. A tranfient oblerver might perhaps pronounce the
fituation rather unfavourable to health. A large proportion of
the lands lying low, and on the banks of the river, are of
courfe vifited with frequent fogs; and the extenfive plantations
which cover a confiderable part of the grounds, and nearly
furround the whole parith, might be fuppofed to prevent the
free current of the winds, and detain the ftagnated air fo
long as to affe(t the health of the people ;5 but thefe feeming
difadvantages are more than counterbalanced, by the country
being open on the eaft and fouth weft, which affords a free
circulation of air; and the frequent weft, and north-weft
winds following the courfe of the river, which,-in the upper
part of the parith, runs along a dezp glen bounded by high
hills, {weep away whatever noxious vapours might have
been collefting for a few days in the flat parts of the coun-
try. The air in falt is efteemed good, and many perfons in
confumptive diforders take their refidence here, for the be-

nefit
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nefit of it. A great extent of the high and crofs roads
through the parifh, is fkirted on both fides with belts of

planting, which render them pleafant in fummer, and warm
in winter.

Difempers—It cannot be faid that this part of the coun-
try is liable to diftempers peculiar to itfelf. The rheuma-
tifm is the moft frequent. The people are in general healthy
and laborious.

Minerals.—There are {everal mineral fprings in the pa-
rith, none of them at prefent of note, Many years ago an
iron mine was difcovered in a hill, about a mile diftant from
the church to the north weft ; the iron ftone has been tried
and found to be f{o rich, as to yield thirteen twentieths of
iron, and fo near the {urface of the ground, that it can be
taken out at a comparatively {mall expence. The road to it
is at prefent paflable, and with little trouble can be made
ealy, as the carts from the neighbouring farms draw the
fuel from the dyke which inclofes the hill, at a hundred
yards diftance from the opening which has already been
made into the mine. The reafon of its not being wrought,
is the fcarcity of fuel in this part of the country.

River.—The river Don runs through this parifh, and di-
vides it into two unequal parts, leaving two thirds on the
fouth, and one-third on the north of its banks. It is not
navigable, nor could it be made fo, it being very rapid in many
parts, and having a fall within two miles of its mouth, which is
thought to be an infuperable bar to any attempt of that na-
ture. It contains a great number of falmon, fome pike, and
very fine trouts 3 but though the proprietor Lere poflefles lands
gxtending frem five to {feven miles along both fides of the

river,
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river, his profit from fithings is very trifling, owing to the
pumber and conftruétion of the cruives and dykes between
this place and the fea. The falmon fithing company who farm
that part of the river which lies neareft the fea, have built dykes
for the fecurity of the cruives, which rife confiderably above
the furface of the water, and prevent any fith of fize from
forcing their way up the river, unlefs when it is extremely
fwelled with rain,and the Saturday’s flap is faid to be but lit-
tle attended to.

Hills —Though a confiderable part of the parifh is bound-
ed by hills, there are none of them very high ; fome of them
are planted, and the plantatiohs along their fides thrive
well ; but, near the fummit, the ground is fhallow, with
bare flat rocks, and does not yield mould fufficient for
nourithing or fupporting trees of any large fize. The hills
which are not planted, are partly green and partly heathy,
and afford excellent pafture for fheep. Many young cattle
alfo are found feeding among the flocks of theep, on the
green tops of the hills, and in a thriving ftate.

Antiquities,—One figured flone has been difcovered in the
parifh ; there is little doubt but it had been originally placed
in an upright pofture, and after it had fallen, it remained

“in that fate time immemorial, in a ficld near the river, a
mile ealt of the houfe of Monymufk, until it was lately
moved by Mr Grant, to the nearelt part of the public road;
and, after being painted white, and the figures black, to render
them vilible and more lively, it is now fixed in its old pof-
ture, and prefents an object for exerciling the taleats of the
antiquary. The figure of a crofs about four feet high, with
rud: ornaments, is diflin&, and below the crofs is a double
circle, ornamented like the crofs; the part of the ftone

which
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which appears now above ground, is about feven feet high
and the only conjeture about the ufe of it, is, that it had
been fet up to mark the boundary of the priory lands, on
that fide where it was found.

Floods.—All the low grounds which ly along the banks of
the river, muft in fome degree be liable to inundations or
land floods, though it is furprifing how little mifchief hap-
pens from them, confidering how large a tract of land lies
feemingly expofed to their devaftations. 'The greateft da-
mage occafioned by events of this nature, was in the middle
of September 1768, at a time when moft of the corns were
cut, and in thocks; all the plains along the river fuffered
extremely, the corns were {wept almoft clean away, and
nfany farmers were ruined,

Thunder Storm.—But a calamity of a different nature,
though equally fatal in its effets to the grain, and all the
vegetables within its reach, was a thunder ftorm, which vi-
fited a part of this country, the joth of July laft, 1790.
The morning on which it happened was calm and warm, the
fky ferene, and the fun fhone bright. About 10 o’clock
A. M. the air was fuddenly overcaft, and an uncommonly
loud peal of thunder, inftantly followed by hail of a prodi-
gious fize, began to excite fome apprehenfions for the crop,
at that time only filling. It continued to thunder from ten
o’clock to four in the afternoon, with very fhort intervals,
pouring down immenfe quantities of hail, and with fuch ir-
refiftible voilence, that it levelled all the corh with the ground,
and pierced and tore to pieces all the turnip, potatoes, &c.
It was fo far happy for this parifh, that two or three farms only,
in the eaft quarter of it, were expofed to its violence. The
hail 1ay above a foct deep in many places, and notwithftanding

the
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the feafon of the year, was not quite diffolved in two "days.
The froft was fo intenfe the night following the ftorm, that
the pools in feveral parts were covered with ice nearly an
inch thick. The deftruction of the grain, has been attri-
buted by many people, to that circumftance.

Birds.—The birds which are known in this parith, are of
the faine kinds with thofe which are common in the north
of Scotland ; they refort in great numbers to this place, be=
caufe the many woods and plantations here afford them bet-
ter fhelter, than they could find in countries naked and defti-
tute of wood.

Sheep.—The number of theep is greatly diminifhed of late.
About go years ago, 4oo00 fheep could have been rec-
koned upon the paftures of this parifh ; one third part of that ‘
number is not to be found at this time. The caufe of the
decreafe is to be accounted for, from the great number of
parks and plantations, which have circumfcribed the pafture,
by the large extent of barren ground and old theep walks
which they occupy, and render it extremely troublefome for
the farmer to keep flocks in their neighbourhood. There
are feveral farms ftill, at a confiderable diftance from ali}
planting and inclofures, where the contiguous hills afford
excellent pafture for fheep, as their fides and fummits are
eovered with ;grafs, and the heathy parts of them have a

large proportion of grafs intermixed.

" Deer.—Of late years great numbers of deer and roes refort
to this place, for the good pafture and fecure fhelter, which
the extenfive woods afford. They do not, as in times paft,
only vifit the low country, when deep {nows and'fevere
winters deny them {ubfiftence and fhelter in the forefts of

Glenaven,
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Glenaven, and Glentannar, and then return to their refi-
dence in thofe bleak and defolate regions, when the feafon
permits.  But they now take their refidence always here,
and in a fhort time all the inclofures will be well flocked
with thefe beautiful animals, without any trouble or expence
to the proprietor.

Papulation.-—For thirty years back the ftate of the parith,
in regard to population, has undergone very little alteration.

There are in this parifh 243 families, containing,
Males 39
Females 588

——

Total Souls 1127

Confequently about 41 to a family,
Number of fouls under 10 years of age - 216

From 10 to 20 years of age - - 254
From 20 to 5o years of age - - 447
From 50 to 70 years of age - - 171
Above 70 years of age - - 39
1127

Annual average of births - - 37
- of deaths - - 19
—_—- of marriages - - 5
Number of houfe carpenters - - 9
—— of plough and cart-wrights - 3
of mafons - - - 4

of {miths - - - 5

There
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There are of large farms, (ome of which pays L. 12§
Sterling of rent,) - - - 35

Smaller farms which pay rent to the heritor, befides the
above large farms, - - - - 61

Inhabitants who have houfes with gardens only, - 62

Befides, there are families who are called fub-tenants, '
and have {mall crofts and houfes from the farmers, to

-

whom they pay their rents, - - 83

H_ritors.—The whole parifh is the property of one heri-
tor, Sir Archibald Grant, grandfon of Sir Francis Grant,
who was knighted by Queen Anne, and appointed one of
the Senators of the College of Juftice, by the title of Lord
Cullen. That gentleman Jold the eftate of Cullen in
Buchan, and purchafed the whole lands of Monymufk from
the anceltors of the prefent Sir William Forbes of Pitfligo.

Clergymen.—The parifh is the charge of one clergyman,
There are no Seceders in it. The inhabitants are all of the
eftablithed church, except twenty-eight Epifcopal families,
and two perfons who are Roman Catholics.

Emigrations—There are no emigrations from this part of
the country, except what may be occafioned by the cafual re-
moval of tenants or {ervants, who are replaced by a greater
or lefler number as circumftances occur.

Produclions.—The produce is wheat, rye, oats, barley, and
peafe ; the quantity of wheat is much lefs confiderable of
late years, than in the time of the late Sir Archibald Grant.
It is faid that a wheat crop exhaufts and impoverithes the

foil more than any other grain.

Vo, III. K ]m_prawmem‘f
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Improvements and Agriculture~—~Agriculture, and, indeed,
improvements of almolt every kind, were carried to a very
advanced ftate by the late Sir Archibald Grant. As ke
could find no perfons in this country qualified 1o fuper-
intend his improvements, he was careful to draw to this
corner, by fuitable rewards, men of knowledge in farming,
from fuch parts of the kingdom as had advanced fartheft
* in agriculture 3 and by employing fuch, either as overfeers, or
by giving them advantageous leafes with {fuitable accommo-
dations, a part of the eftate was brought into good order, its
value increafed, and the country people convinced, by the
firiking example of advantage before their eyes, of the necef-
fity of draining, cleaning, ftraightening, and green-croping
their lands, to fave much labour, and enfure better returns.
But, as long rooted prejudices cannot be univerfally eradi-
cated, it was judged neceflary to bind down- the tenants in
their leafes, to a proper method of managing their fields,
to build annually a certain quantity of ftone dykes, to lay on
a quantity of lime proportioned to the extent of their farms,
to cultivate a fuitable proportion of turnips, potatoes, arti-
ficial grafles, &c. This fcheme had the deﬁ{ed effet;
and the mode which many at firft were obliged reluctantly
to adopt, is become fo agreeable and profitable, that they
would remounce their leafes, rather than relinquifh a plan of

management, they mow find to be fo productive.
Acres. Roods. Falls.

Amount of acres of infield - 1285 © 35
outfield - 2600 2 20
pafture - 731 2 1I
moor ground - 2776 © o
mofs - 56 2 o
wood - 1881 2 10

Total 9337 1 36
Flax,
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Flax.~The people have been in the pra&ice, for fome
years paft, of cultivating flax in {mall quantities.

Grain fent out of the Parifh.—This parith {ends confider-
able quantities of oats, oat-meal, and barley, to the Aber-
deen market, but how much cannot be known ; the quanti-
ty produced within the parifh is confiderably greater, than
what is confumed by the inhabitants,

Time of Sewing and Reaping.—Wheat is fown in the
month of O¢tober, peafe, oats, and rye as early in March as
the weather will permit. The bear or barley is fown in the
month of May, and is generally reaped betwixt the middle
of Ang\uﬁ and the r1oth of September. The oats, wheat,

rye, &c. are reaped in the courfe of the month of Sep--

tember, or betwixt the beginning of September and the
widdle of October. There is gencrally a rich crop of hay
produced from the fields which have been carefully prepared,
and it is generally cut down in the beginning of July ; the fe-
cond crop is well advanced about the ‘end of Auguft, but it

is feldom ufed otherwife than for pafture.

Number of Hurfosy, Caitle, and Sheep — A good many cattle

and fheep are fattened upon turnip, &ec. for the Aber-’

deen market, and draw very good prices to the farmer,

‘The number of horfes in the parith, is - 182
cattle - - - 1029
thicep - - - 1482

Wood —Befides the number of acres within the parifh,
occupied by woods and plantations, mentioned above, there
are two lurge inclofures, which have never been furveyed ;
one of them called the Millitone-hill, is from eight to ten

miles
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miles in circumference ; the other, which is called the hill of
Pitfichie, and likewife is inclofed and planted, meafures from
five to fix miles in circumference, and both together will
amount to f{everal thoufand acres. The whole was begun
and accomplifhed by the late Sir Archibald Grant, who had
the pleafure of feeing the trees arrive at maturity, and of de-
riving annually a confiderable revenue from the fale of wood,
The fir trees, in particular, have been obferved to thrive re-
markably here, and although it was the year 1720, before
a fingle fir was planted, fome of them had advanced fo
rapidly, that befides 2 great number of trees, which had been
difpofed of for many years back, fufficient work was found
for a faw-mill, which was ereted about twenty-four years
ago, for cutting the largeft trees into planks, and fupplying
the country around with wood of different fizes for carpen-
ter work. Paradife wood contains a great number of fine
full grown oaks; and, although the family of Monymufk pof-
{efs that wocd, and another oppofite to it, which is not in this
parifh, where the oaks are fully as numerous, Sir Archibald
Grant has not hitherto fold any of them. In the fame
wood are fine birch trees, afh, alders, and hazel wood; the

-2t of which produces frequently great quantities of nuts.

NU M-
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NUMBER VL
PARISH OF ANSTRUTHER-WESTER,

(County of Fife.)

By the Reve Mr JamEs FORRESTER.

Name, ¢,

NSTRUTHER -WESTER is fituated on the fea-
\ coaft, in the eaft part of the county and fynod of
Fife, and prefbytery of St Andrews. The name is derived
from its fituation, Struther being a Celtic word which fig-
nifies a place lying in a valley, as Anftruther does.

Anftruther-Wefter became a borough of barony in 1554,
and a royal borough in 1583. "The magiftrates are three
bailies, a treafurer, and any number of couniellors, from fix
to eleven,

Extent, Boundary, Soil, &&c.—The parifh is of a very irre-
gular form. There is no map of it; but, from the beft infor-
mation, it contains about g40 acres of arable land, and about
feven or eight acres of common, on which the burgefles
have the privileges of pafturage and of cafting turf. It is
bounded on the fouth by the fea, for about half a mile; on
the eaft by Eafter- Anfiruther ; on the north by Carnbie and
Kilrennie ; and on the weft by Pittenweem. Near the fea,
the foil is either a black loam, or a light fand mixed with,

thellsy
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fhells, both of which, though fhallow, are very fertile. In
the higher grounds there is fome light foil, but the greateft
part of it is a deep ftubborn clay, that neither agrees with a
wet nor a dry feafon, but yields coniiderable crops in favour-
abie weather. About the town the ground is flat, but it
rifes geotly from the coaft.  From the vicinity of the fea,
and from the ecfterly fogs, which come from the German
ocean, the air is moift ; yet the parith cannot be faid to be
unheaithy. Agues, which from the above mentioned cir-
cumftances might be fuppofed to be prevalent, are totally
unknown ; and no epidemical difeafes, except the fmall-pox,
have appeared within th ie laft twenty years. The pradtice
of incculation is increafing, and has been attended with
fuccefs,

Rivers, Fifberies and Produce of the Coaft, {&e.—A {mall
river divides the two A ftruthers, in which, it is faid, there
was once a confiderable falmuon fithery, whence the arms of
the town, bearing three falmon. is faid to be derived. Cod,
ling, turbot, hoilybut, fkite, haddocks, herrings. flounders,
and lobfters, are caughr here and fent to Cupar, Edinburgh,
Stirling, and Glafzow. Lobfters are the only 'filh fent to
London, for which, it is fuppofed, that above L. 1005 is an-
nually brought into this and the neighbouring t- wns. Great
quantities of {fea weeds are thrown on fhore after ftorms, and
are ufed as manure, Once in two years, the fea weeds, grow-
ing on the rocks, are cut and burnt into kelp ; ten ton of
which is thought a good produce for the two years. The
firft mention of kelp in the records is in the year 1694,

“when an Englithman offered the town-council L. 4 for the
privilege of cutting and burning it for one year, which one
of the bailies protefted againft, asrbeing prejudicial to the
health of the inhabitants, and his own fdmily; but at length

' they
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they accepted the offcr, on condition that the kelp fhould
be burnt at the weft end of the town, and only when the

wind blew from the eaft.

The harbour does not admit fhips of burden ; but a little
to the weftward is a creek, cailed Wetthaven, which, at no
great expence, might be made an excellent harbour. Nature
feems to have fitted it for that purpole, as boats can come
into it almoft at low water. It is iogularly ufcful in the fith=

ing feafon. -

Migratory Birds, {&'c.—The woodcock, fieldfare, and cur-
liew, vifit the coalt regularly in the winter, and the Bohe-
mian jay is fometimes feen in the neighbourhood ; as are
alfo wild geefe, when the higher grounds are covered with
fnow. The {wallow, cuckoo, water.wagtail, and plover, make
their appearance in fummer. The early arrival of the wood-
cock and Bohemian jay, indicates the feverity of the winter
on the continent, while the cuckoo’s early vifit is a fure mark
that fine weather may be foon expeéted.

Agriculture.~The rotation moft approved by the beft far-
mers on the ftrong clay toil of the parith, is, 1ft fallow, 2d
wheat, -3d beans, 4th barley, sth oats, with grafs, 6th hay ;
on the light foil, rft turnips, potatoes, or flax, 2d wheat or
barley, 3d oats or drilled-beans, 4th barley with clover, sth
hay; part of the outfield is pafture for the young carttle.
This plan is purfued with advantage, on a farm of 148 acres,
of which about 5o are outficld. 'Lhe largeft farm in the pa-
rifh is 148 acres, the fmalleft 70. Formerly every farmer in
the parith had cottagers befides his hired fervants, and the
prefent farmers have not more fervants than their predecef-

ibl‘ﬁ ) hence thc cottagers were fU ernumcrarics. Thc A=
?
riﬂ’x,
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rifh, befides fupporting itfelf, exports a confiderable quanti-
ty of wheat, barley, and beans; but the light and foft
grounds being unfavourable for oats, a quantity of oatmeal
is annually imported. Peale and beans are {fown in Febru-
ary ; oats in March ; barley in May, and wheat in Od¢tober,
The earlieft harveft begins in the firft week of Auguft, and
the lateft in September.

Cattle.—The breed of cattle has, of late, been much im-
proved, by crofling with the Lancafhire, Holdernefs, and
Dutch kinds ; by houfing them in winter, and by- feeding
them on turnip. The farmers find, by experience, that there
is not a more profitable application of turnips, than giving
them liberally to young cattle; and the fame which the Fife -
breed of cattle has acquired, is probably owing to this me-
thod of rearing them. A young ox of 20 months old, fold
lately for 7 guineas, It was much ftouter, and fitter for
work, than a three year old one fed in the common way;
with firaw in the winter. "

Price of Labour and Provifions.—In 1764, the wages of a
day-labourer were 6 d. in winter, and 4 d. in fummer. They
are now 1od. in winter, and 1s. in fummer. Men in
harveft, 9d. per day, and their victuals, women 7d. They
are now more conftantly employed than at the former periods
‘When they are frugal and induftrious, they live very com-
fortably, and their children are well fed and educated:
Thrice the quantity of butcher meat and wheat bread are
ufed now, that were 20 years ago in this parith. In 1695,
the wages of a man fervant was L. 20 Scots; a maid fervant,
from L.5 to L.8 Scots, for the year. In the year 1768,
the wages of a man were from L. 4 to L. 5 Sterling per an-
aym ;3 of a woman, from 32 s. to 40s. per annum, The pre-

{ent
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fent wages of men are from L.6 to L. 7 Sterling per annum 3
and of women, from L. 2 to L. 3 Sterling.

Prz'ce;ofPravﬁo;z:.—Proviﬁons have rifen one third in the
courfe of 20 years. Mutton, lamb, veal, and beef, are from
3d. to 4d. per pound; a hen, 1s.; ducks, 8d.; geefe, 3503
eggs. 3d. a dozen. The only kind of provifions that have
not rifen are pork, which is . d. per pound, and rabbits 6d.
a-piece, owing to the common people having an averfion to
pork and rabbits.

Church.—The parifh church appears to be a very antient
building, from the remains of a large choir, and the gothic
ftrutture of the fteeple. It was new-roofed in the year 1761,
The manfe was built in 1703, and repaired in 176r1. Sir
John Anftruther of Anftruther, Bart. is patron of the parifh.
"The prefent incumbent was ordained in 1768, is married, and
has a fon and two daughters. The ftipend, valuing the vic-
tual at 12's. per boll, is about L. go per annum, exclulive of
the manfe and glebe. ’

School—The {choolmafter has a falary of L.8:6:8 per
annum. The heritors pay the rent of his dwelling houfe and
fchool, and the fefiion pays him ro merks a year for teach-
ing poor children. . The dues are, for reading Englith, 14 d.
a quarter ; writing, 15. 6d.; Latin, 25. 6d; and naviga-
tion, L. 1:1:0. As the {choolmafter is efteemed the beft
teacher of navigation on the coaft, his chief attention is di-
reed to that branch.  All the young people in the parifh,

without a fingle exception, are taught to read Englifh, and the
principles of the Chriftian religion.

Vou, II ’ L Pox:
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Rent.—The valued rent of the parith is L. 1185 Scots.
The rent of land has rifen greatly within thefe 20 years, viz.
from 7s. and 10s. per acre, to 23 s. and 30s.

Poor.—ThecolleCtions at the church,theintereft of the poor’s
funds, and the favings iu years of plenty, make an apnual in-
come of L.25 or L.3o0, which is fufficient for the mainte-
nance of the poor, of which there are at prefent five on the
lift, Befides the maintenance of thefe, occafional fupplies of
money are given to widows, orphans, or perfons who, from
ficknefs or accident, are unable to fupport themf{elves,

Population.—Total inhabitants, - - 370
Males, - - - - 200
Females, - - - - 170
Inhabitants in the burgh, - - 324

~ —— in the country, - - 46
Families in the burgh, - - - 8o
in the country, - - - 6
Average of births in the parith, - - 124
deaths, - - - - 8
Mariners, - - - 36
Carpenters and wrights, - - 9
‘Weavers, with journeymen and apprentices, 15
Shoemakers, - - - - 4
Taylors, - - - - 3
Baker, - - - - 1
Brewers, - - - . - 2
Dyer, - - - - I
Miller, - - - - 1
Smith, - - - - -1
Officers of the cuftoms, - . - 2

— of the excife, - - -1
' Farmers,
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Farmers, - - R .
Mafon, - - . - -
Day-labourers, - - -
Land-labourers, - - -
Gardener, - . .

Milliner, - - - -
Mantuamakers, - - - .
Shopkeepers, - - - -
Ale-fellers, the brewers included, - -
Widowers and widows, - - -

O W O N m = wun . h = N

(8]

All the inhabitants are of the Eftablithed Church, except
one man and his wife, who attend the Relief Congregation
at Pittenweem ; and they are all 'natives of Scotland, except
one Englith woman.

The population is rather increafing at prefent, owing to
the revival of the coal and falt works at Pittenweem, and

the confequent increafe of fhipping.

Four new houfes have been built within thefe laft 20 years:
One of them is uninhabited, owing to the high rent of L. 10
which is demanded for it.

Sir John Anftruther is proprietor of a third part of the
parith; Sir Robert Anftruther has one farm, and the remain-
ing part is divided among 14 fmall proprietors.

Antiquitics.—At the weft end of the town, there is a large
mound, called the Cheferbill, in the middle of which is a fine
well.  Two or three years ago, in digging, on the Gde of
this mound, a foundation for a houfe, two ﬂ:eiPtons were
fourd in the moft perfed prefervation, at a fmall diftance

from
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from each other. They were inclofed in a kind of coffin,
confifting of a large ftone at each end and fide.

Ifle of May.—South-eaft from Anftruther-Wefter, and fix
miles diftant from it, in the mouth of the Frith of Forth,
* ftands the Ifland of May; which, after the defolation of the
Abbacy of Pittenweem, was fuppofed to belong to the pa-
rifh of Anftruther-Wefter, the mother church, and in this
light it was annually vifited by the minifter of Anftruther-
Wefter, while it was inhabited by 14 or 15 families.

It is computed to be one mile long, and three quarters of
2 mile broad ; it has a well of fine water, and a fmall lake,
and affords excellent pafture for theep. It is frequented by
a great variety of fea fowl, fuch as kittiewakes, fcarts, dun-
ters, gulls, {ea-pyets, marrots, &c.

On the ifland is a light-houfe, erected upon a tower 45
feet high; it was built in the reign of King Charles I. and
a duty is exacted, of 2d. per ton, upon all thips which pafs
the ifland. The architect, who planned and built the tower,
perithed in his return to his houfe, in a ftorm, which fome
old women, then fuppofed to be witches, were burnt for raifing.
There was a priory on this ifland, for fome monks of the order
of St Auguftine; it belonged firft to the abbacy of St Andrews,
and afterwards to Pittenweem. There was a chapel dedicated
to St Adrian, who was murdered by the Danes, in one of their
incurfions, and buried here in the 870. There is a ftone
coffin which has ftood expofed to the injuries of the wea-
ther, time iminemorial, in the church-yard. Tradition fays
that it once contained the reliques of St Adrian.

A very intelligent farmer, who has dealt in fheep above

“thirty
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thirty years, and has had them from all the different corners
of Scotland, fays, that he knows no place fo well adapted
for meliorating wool, as the Ifland of May; he adds, that
the fleeces of the coarfeft woolled (heep, that ever came
from the worft pafture in Scotland, when put on the Hland
of May, in the courfe of one feafon, become as fine as
fattin ; their flefh alfo has a fuperior flavour ; and that rab-
bits bred on this ifland have a finer fur than thofe which are

reared on the main-land.

While employed in drawing up this account, a very me-
lancholy accident happened, which ought to be recorded, as
a warning to future times. The keeper of the light-houfe,
his wife, and five children, were fuffocated. One child, an
infant, is ftill alive, who was found fucking at the breaft of
its dead mother. Two men, who were afliftants to the
keeper, were fenfelefs, but got out alive. " This truly
mournful event was owing to the cinders having been allow-
ed to accumulate, for more than ten years. The cinders
reached up to the window of the apartment where thefe un-
fortunate people {lept. They were fet on fire by live coals
falling from tlie light-houfe, and the wind blowing the
{moke into the windows, and the door below being fhut, the
confequences were inevitable. Thefe perfons were the only
inhabitants, and all of them lodged in the light-houfe. the
tamilies, who formerly refided there, lodged in houfes detached
from it. The old plan is to be again adopted; and houfes
are preparing for lodging the keeper, and a boat’s crew,
which will be of advantage to all the coaft, as they will be
ready to give intelligence when the herrings come into
the Frith, The revenue arifing from the light-houfe, was
formerly let at L, 360 per annum ; if was let laft year at

L. gy0.
Mifeellaneens
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Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—W hat the ftate of the fitheriés
-orce was, and how much they have declined, will appear
from the following fa&ts, which are either taken from the
records, or related on undoubted authority. The minifter
drew the teinds (i. e. tythes; of fith, as part of his ftipend;
the town generally farmed them at the rate of ten, twelve,
or fometimes fificen pounds a year. For thefe laft twenty
years they have never let for more than 13s., and have been
fometimes fo low as gs. The late Mr Nairne, minifter of
Anftruther-Eatter, drew L. 55 per annum for the teinds of
the herring fithery alone ; but his fon the prefent minifter
let them to the town for L. 22: 4: 5 Sterling. ’

The town of Anftruther, and many others on this coaft,
fuffered much in the civil wars, in the reign of Charles L.
both by fea and land. They were zealous covenanters, and
there are few old inhabitants of the parith, who do not talk
of fome relations, that weunt to the battle of Kilfyth, in the
year 1645. and who were never afterwards heard of. In
this difafter, and in temporary failures of their fithing, An-
ftruther fhared the fate of its neighbours, about the year
165¢, bv an inundation of the fea, which deftroyed or
chocked up the harbeur, wathed away the bulwarks, and
rendered many of the houfes unfafe to dwell in, An inun-
dation of a fimilar kind happened about the end of laft cen-
tury ; when about a third of the town leems to have been
deftroyed. A long fireet, called the fore fireet, was totally
deftroyed; fcarce a veftige of it now remains. The rock on
whirh we town houfe once {tood, is covered by the fea
every {pring tide, and every tide the fea wafhes the ftreet,
where the principal houfes of the borough were fituated.

/
The old people date the decay of the towns on this coaft
: to
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to the Union with England. It is evident, that that event
did undoubtedly give a great fhock to the trade of thefe
towns. Their ftaple commodities were malt, herrings, and
cod. Before the Union, there were 24 {hips belonging to
Eafter and Wefter Anftruther, and 3o boats employed in
the fithery. In 1764, there were only two fhips, eaclv 40
tons burden, and three fithing boats belonging to Anftru-
ther-Eafter, and one of 20 tons, and two fifhing boats to
Anftruther-Wefter. At prefent the number of fhips be-
longing to Eafter and Welter Anftruther, is 20, their ton-
nage 1172, men employed 94, of which fix in the foreign, 13
in the coafting, and onc in the fithery trade; eight of thefe
belong to Anftruther-Welter, whofe toniage is ¢32, and
they employ 36 men. At prefent there is-not a fingle perfon
in the parifh, who can properly co.se uinder the denomina-
tion of a fitherman; yet in the herring feafon there are four
boats, which are manned by the tradefmen of the place, and
fome mariners, and fitted out for fithing. FEver fince the
battle of Kilfyth, the people here bave a ftrong averfion to 2
military life; in the courfe of twenty-one years, there is only
a fingle inftance of a perfon inlifting, and it was info the
train of artillery. There has not been a fufpicion of murder
for thefe 5o years. A fingle inflance of {uicide is remem-
bered about the 1744. No perior has been tried before a
criminal court fince the 1732, and he petitioned for banifh-

ment, This is the only inftance even of banifhment.

Agriculture is much improved ; the cattle employed- are of
a better breed, and in finer order, and the tenants enjoy
more of the comforts of fociety, and are in a more affluent
ftate than their predeceflors. This change is probably owing
to the following caufes : Formerly the rent was all paid in
victual, which the tenants were obliged to drive fix Scots

miles,
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miles, at any time between Chriftmas and Candlemas ; they
were obliged to lead the proprietors coals during the fums
mer ; befides a ftated number of other carriages, fuch as
ftone, lime, and timber ; if required, they paid a certain
number of hens and chickens, and they were allowed to
fubfet or let off part of their farms to inferior tenants. In
many places the proprietor drew thé teind on the field. No
tenant, however favoured, was allowed to lead any part of his
corn, till the whole was ready; and in fome places they
were obliged to make the barley into malt, and to pay their
rent in the grain thus manufatured. The great prices of
cattle and grain, and the market of Glafgow, of late opened
to this county, by the canal, which takes off vaft quantities
of wheat, barley, and beans, have given a fpur to induftry,
which, joined to the improved mode of culture, have melio-
rated the face of the country, and added to the wealth of the
farmers, It is well known, that this country was vifited with
a great famine in the year 1699. It had been preceded by
fome years of late and rather f{canty crops, and it was at-
tended with a great mortality. From an account publithed
in the beginning of this century, and from tradition, it is
probable, that in fome parithes nearly one third of the in-
habitants died. The only manufatures exported, are Ofna-
burgs and green linen. There are three ale-houfes in the
parifh, which do not feem to have any bad effe&t on the
morals of the people. The peculiar difadvantages of the pa-
rifh are, the encroachments of the fea, and the harbour not
admitting fhips of burden. The people in general are fober
and indgﬁrious. They enjoy in a reafonable degree the
comforts and advantages of fociety, and are contented with
their fituation,

NU M-
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NUMBER VIL
PARISH OF GAIRLOCH.

(County of Rofs.)

By the Rev. Mr DanierL MdnToOSH.

Name, Extent, {'c.

HIS parith had its name originally from a very fmall

loch, near the church and the houfe of Flowerdale,

and fo clofe by the fhore, that the fea at high tides covers it

The etymology of it is abundantly clear, and fignifies in the
Gaelic language a fhort contraéted loch.

The parifh of Gairloch is fituated in the county of Rofs,
in the prefbytery of Lochcarron, and fynod of Glenelg. Its
length is no lefs than 32 miles Englifh, and its breadth
about eighteen.

Soif.—This country refembles many other parts of the
Highlands of Scotland. The vallies are furrounded with
hills, that afford good pafture to different kinds of cattle.
As the parifh abounds in hills and mofly ground, the arable
parts of it are confequently but of a {mail extent.. When
the feafon is favourable, the crops are by no means bad,
yet they fcarcely ferve the inhabitants above feven or eight
months. The potatoes the farmers plant, and the fith they
catch, contribute much to their fupport. This country,

Vor. IIL M and
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and all the Weft coaft, are fupplied in the fummer with
meal, by veflels that come from different ports at a diftance;
fuch as Caithnefs; Murray, Peterhead, Banff, Aberdeen,
Greenock, &c.; and, at an average, fell the boll, cobfifting

of eight ftones, at 165, and when provifions are high, at 18s.
and upwards.

Rivers and Antiguities.—There are many rivers in this pa-
rifh, but no bridges nor paflage but by horfes; and there-
fore, when thefe rivers overflow their banks, which often
happens in the winter and {pring feafons, and fometimes
even in fummer, travellers are detained, and are expofed to
delays, and additional expences. There are two large rivers
near the eaft end of ‘this parifh, which meet and run into
one at Kenlochew, which in the Earfe language imports the
Head of the Loch-River. Thefe two rivers empty theme
felves into Loch-Mari. This loch again is 12 computed
miles in length, and more in fome parts than a mile in
breadth. There are 24 {mall iflands in it, which are
beautified with fir trees, and a variety of other kinds of
wood ; in one of thefe iflands there is an antient buryings
place, calicd Ifleand-Mari, where the people on the north
fide of the loch flill continue to bury their dead. There’
is a well in it of a falubrious quality, the water of which
hath been found, for ages palt, very ferviceable to many dif-
eafed perfons. The remains of a Druidical temple is likes *
wife to be feen in this fmall ifland,

Fifh.—Gairloch has been for many ages famous for the
cod-fithing. Sir Heétor M<Kenzie of Gairloch, the prefent
proprictor, fends to market annually, upon an average, be-
twixt 30,000 and 4o,0c0 cod, exclufive of the number with
which the country people ferve themfclves,  Gairloch hath

alle
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o from time immemorial been remarkable for the herring-
fithing. The coaft of this parifh abounds in very fafe har~
bours for veflels of all dimenfions.

Agriculture.—Oats and barley are fown. in this country.
Some of the gentlemen fow a {inall quantity of peafe, which
when the harveft is warm and dry, yield profitable returns
our time of fowing oats, black and white, is commonly from
the middle of March to the end of April; within which period
we alfo plant potatoes; we fow barley from the beginning of
May to the 1oth of June ; our lateft barley is feldom the worft
part of the crop, when the f{uinmer proves warm and
thowery. Our harveft commences about the end of Auguft,
and the crop is gathered in about the roth of Oétober. .Our
crop frequently fuffers much from fhaking winds, attended
with heayy cold rain, about the autumnal £quinox.

Dijeafes.—No peculiar local diftemper of any kind is pre-
valent in this parith. TFevers are frequent; fometinses they
are of a favourable kind ; at other times they continue long,
and carry off great numbers. An infeftious and putrid fever,
early in winter laft, made its way from the north overa

long tra} of difftrent countries, and proved faral to many.

Population.—There were in this parifh in the year 1774,
of examinable perfons about 2000. And from that period
to the prelent, there is an increale of 200 fouls, and up-
wards., In Dr Webfter’s report the number was 2030.
‘There are a few people in the parith at the age of 85 and

87. Two died lately who arrived at the age ot an 100 years.

Charaéler of the People—They are in general fober, regi-
lary indufirious; and pious. They have always been remark-
: ed
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ed and efteemed for their civility, and hofpitality to ftran-
gers.

School.—In the great extent of this parith, as hath been
already obferved, there is no fchool but the parochial, by
which means the rifing generation fuffer much, and are
wholly negle€ted, having no accefs to the benefit of inftruc-
tion. There are only two catechifts, who have their ap-
pointments partly in the fkirts of this and partly of the
two neighbouring parifhes.

Church.—All the people of every denomination are of the
eltablifhed church; there are no Diffenters, Seceders, nor
any other kind of fet whatever in the parith, The church
of this parifh has ftood more than a century, but has for
fome years paft been in a ruinous fituation ; and was there-
fore taken down this fummer, and a new elegant church is
building. There are three places of public worthip in th(_;.
parifh, exclufive of the church, viz. Kenlochew, Chapel of
Sand, and the croft of Jolly. The church and manfe are at
the diftance of fix Englifh miles from each other. The
manfe is very near the fhore on the north of the church,
-and fuppofed to be in the centre of the parith. The value
of the living, exclufive of the glebe, and including the €x=
pence allowed for communion e]ements, is only L s8:6: 194.
'Chere are five heritors in the parith; viz. Sir Hedor
M:Kenzie of Gairloch, Baronet, John M¢Kenzie of Gruin-
ord, John M*Kenzie of Letterew, Rodenck M¢Kenzie of
Kernfary, and Colonel M‘Kenzie of Coul, who is at prefen;
in the Eaft Indies 5 all the reft refide in the parifh,

Rent.—The land-rent cannot be afcertained with accuracy.
It may probably be about L. 1700 per annum,
Paor.
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Por.—The number of the poor in this, as well as in
many other Highland parifhes, is daily increafing. There
are 84 upon the kirk-feffion roll ; befides fome other indi-
gent perfons, who, though not inrelled, yet are confidered as
objelts of fympathy. They have the annual collettions made
in the church, with the intereft of L. 20 diftributed among
them. The colle&tions upon an average are about L.6: 7 : 0,

Language.—The Gaelic is the prevailing language in this,

-as well as in feveral other corners on the Weft coaft, where
the people haye no opportunity of learning Englifh,

N U M-
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NUMBER VIL
PARISH OF MARNOCH,

(County of Banjf.)

By the Rev. Mr James INNEs.

WName, Situation, Soil, and Productions.

BERCHERDER was the old name of this country
and panifh, which is now called Marnoch, the church
being dedicated to St Marnoch, This parifh lies in the
county of Banff, prefbytery of Strathbogie, and fynod of
Moray. It is from nine to ten meafured miles in length, and ’
from four to five in breadth. In general it is rather flat, low-
lying land, being mofily furrounded with hills upon the
weft, north, and eaft, which are covered with heath, The
river Doveron, which is not navigable, runs from five to fix
miles along the fouth fide of the parith, The foil near the
banks of the river, is a rich loam, and produces good crops.
Toward the upper part of the country, it is wet, ftoney, and ftiff,
The crop conlfifts of barley, oats, peafe, potatoes, and turnips.
A very large quantity is annually exported from Banff, Port-
foy, or M«Duff. The beft arable and meadow ground rents
per acre from 15 s, to 20s.; the rent of inferior from 6s.
8d. to 2s. 6d. The parith is fully provided with good
peats, Confiderable numbers of cattle are reared yearly and
fold, and likewife a large quantity of butter and cheefe.
There are feveral extenfive plantations of various kinds of
.wood,
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wood, viz. common fir, fpruce, larix, and pine, beech, oaky
elm, afh, birch, and alder, moft of them in a very thriving
condition, and fome of them well advanced in fize, There
being no meafurement of the pariﬂl,‘ the extent of the
farmis cannot be precifely afcertained. There-are farms that
pay fent from L. 40 to L. 50 Sterling, and many lefier ones
from L.1o to L 8 Sterling, and a very great number of
{mall crofts from L. § and L. 6 down to L. 1 of rent.

* Difefes.—The air is wholefome, and the peopie in general
healthy. Except a few tradefmen, they dre not employed in
a fedentary life; being either country gentlemen, farmers, or
crofters, their bufinefs occafions them to be much in the.
open air. No local diftempers take place in this parith,
confumptions and fevers are the moft prevalent,

Rent, &e.—The retit of the parifh is L. 2300 Stérling
yearly. The only language fpoken in it is Englifh.

Church.—The church iz very old, and in a very rumou
condition.  James Donaldfon, Efg; of Kinnairdie, is thc ‘pa-
tron. About twenty years ago, the church was repaired, and
galleries were erected fufficient to accommodate 300 people.
A new and much larger' church is to be built next year,
which clearly thows the increafe of population here, occa-
fioned partly by a’good many extenfive farms being parcelled
out and let in crofts, which alfo made a confiderable ine -
creafe of rent to the heritors,

The living was augmented in 17893 and is now L.45"in
money, 9o bolls of meal, and 22 bolls of bear. There are
ten heritors in this parifh, four of whom refide in it,

whofe
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whofe farms are moftly inclofed ; but the reft of the coutis
try, in general, is not.

Poor.~There are feven upon the poor’s roll. The fum
of L. 40 Sterling is yearly expended for their relief, which
arifes from the collections of the church, penalties, a fmall
payment for the mort-cloth, and hand-bell, at burials; with
the annualrent of L. 1e0 fettled for their relief.

Prices of Labour:i— A ploughman’s wages are from L. 5 to
fix guineas a-year, other men fervants about L. g Sterling,
A woman fervant from L. 2 to L. 3 d-year.

Eminent Men:—Marnoch has produced no man eminetit
in learning or fcience, excépt Alexander Gordon, Efg; late
of Achentoule, who entered into the army of Czar Peter the
Great, and by his per»fonal valour and good conduét in the
war carried on againft Charles XII. King of Sweden, was
raifed to the rank of Major-General, and wrote his hiftory,

®baradier of the Pesple.—The people are induftrious. Few
of them inlift in the army. They enjoy in a reafonable
degree, the comforts and advantages of fociety, and are con-
tented with their fitvation. They are decent, active, and hu-
mane. It is very remarkable, that during the time of the
prefent incumbent, which is now almoft 36 years, none have
emigrated, neither has any fingle perfon been condemned or
even tried for a capital crime.

Population, &'c.—~—The births, deaths, and marriages, as
entered in the parith regifter, for the laft feven years, ftand

thus : \

Years.
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Years. Births. Deaths. Marriages.
1784 28 20 13
1785 24 20 15
1786 37 21 t
1787 28 12 7
1788 36 17 8
1789 37 16 14

1790 37 9 7

By an enumeration made this year, the whole population
amounts to 1960, 84 of which are Reman Catholics, 6o
Epifcopals, and eight or ten Seceders. 1n Dr Webfter’s re-
port the number was 1894.

The bridges were built, and are held in repair by the
county, and the roads by the ftatute labour. There are
about goo work horfes, and about 3oco cattle, in the parith.
There are about soo different families, which, at an average,
will make near four perfons in each. "There are no houles
uninhabited, and many more have been lately bailt than
pulled down. ‘

School.—The fchoolmafter has only 100 merks falary,
two guineas as feflion-clerk, 1s. per quarter for teaching
Englith, 1s.6d. for writing and reading, and 2s. for Latin
and arithmetic; 31 d. for each certificate, 63 d. for each bap-
tifm, and 1s. 7d. for each marriage. At the parochial
fchool there are from 12 to 20 or 30 fchb]nrs; at the cha-
rity {chool in Foggicloan from 4o to Go.

There are fix alehoufes in the parith,

Vor. IILL N N U M-
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NUMBER IX
PARISH OF ELLON.

(County of Aberdeen.)

By the Rev. Mr James MiLn.

Name, Extent, and Surface.

r HE etymology of the name Z/lon is unknown. It is

fituated in the county and fynod of Aberdeen, and is
the feat of a prefbytery. The parith of Ellon is in length
from fouth to north, about nine meafured miles, and in
breadth from eaft to weft, five meafured miles. The face of
the country is uneven; but it cannot be faid to be hilly,
though there is a good deal of rifing ground in it, which
goes under the denomination of hills; but they are very in-
confiderable. They are generally covered with heath, as are

alfo iome of the lower grounds.

Soil, ¢9%c.—The nature of the foil is very various. Some
grounds, efpecially in the fouthern parts of the parith, and
along the river fide, are dry; but in the northern parts,
they are generally wet and mofly. There are no lakes in the
pariih. The {mall river Ythan runs through the parifh
from weft to eaft, It has its rife in the eaftmoft parts of the
i)utifh of Forgue, about 15 or 16 computed miles from
Ellon, and runs through the parifhes of Auchterlefs, Fyvie,

‘ - Methlick,
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Methlick, Tarvis, Ellon, and Logie-Buchan, and at New-
burgh enters into the fea.

Fifb.—There is a valuable falmon fithing on this river at
Ellon, which yields of yearly rent about L.80 Sterling.
The greateft part of the {almon are fent to Aberdeen for ex-
portation ; and what is fold on the Ipot, has, for fome years
paft, fetched from 4d. to 6d. the pound, Dutch weight.
There are alfo plenty of excellent trout and eels in the river;
and a kind of fhell fith, in which are found pearls, generally;
indeed, of {mall fize; but frequently of confiderable value.
This {mall river is navigable, from its mouth at Newburgh, in
the parith of Foveran, by large boats, or what are called
lighters, at high ftides, very near Lllon, and at ordinary
tides, within half a mile of it.

Population.~There is reafon to believe, that the antient
ftate of the population of the parith was materially differ<
ent from its amount at this time. 'The prefent popu-
lation amounts to about 1830, of which number there are
857 males, and 973 females. In Dr Webfter’s report the
number is 2523. There are in it under the age of 12 or 14
years, 400.—Under the age of 20 or 24,—460.—Of about 40
years of ége, 520.~—And above 40 years, about g50. The
average of births in the parith, for the five laft years, is 24
males, and 18 females. The average of marriages, in the {fame
time, is 22. The average of burials in the fame time, is 16
males, 18 females. There are no towns in the parith. Ellon
is the only village, in which there at prefent refide, young
and old, 190 perfons. The number of farmers may be rec-
koned to be about 6o; but many of their farms are very
fmall.  Upon the largeft farms are commonly employed;
four men fervants, two women fervants, and two and fome-

fimes
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times three boys. Upon the common and ordinary farms,
one man fervant, one woman fervant, and one or two boys.
The number of handycraftfmen, fuch as {finiths, wrights,
weavers, taylors, fhoemakers, mafons, &c. may be between
60 and »o0.—The number of apprentices, about 20. The
number of clergymen refiding in the parith are two; the
one of the Prefbyterian, the other of the Epifcopalian com-
munion. The number of the eftablithed church is about
1673.— I'he number of Epifcopalians about 130.—Of Sece-
ders about 27.—There are no Roman Catholics in the pa-
rifh.  The number of inhabited houfes may be about 440.

Agriculture.~The parifh produces plants and trees of va-
rious kinds ; but oats and bear are its principal produce. For
fome years paft, turnip, rye-grafs, clover, and potatoes, have
been raifed in greater quantities than formerly. There are
fome fmall plantations of fir trees; and there are alfo ath,
elm, alder, and fome other barren trees; but not in any
great numbers. The number of acres cannot be afcertained.
The parith does more than fupply itfelf with provifions.
Small fpots of ground are here and there employed in raifing
Hax ; but many more in raifing fown grals.

Church.—The minifters ftipend, by decreet in the year
1721, is 1000 merks, one chalder of meal, ene chalder of
bear, and 100 merks for communion elements. The glebe
is fcarcely legal ; but in its prefent cultivated ftate, is worth
L.g or L. 1o Sterling, yearly. The patron of the parith is
the Earl of Aberdeen. The number of heritors or poflef-
fors of landed property in the parifh, is fix, who all re-
fide in the parith, except Robert Fullarton Udny eof Dud-
wick, Efquire. ‘

School.
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School.—The falary and perquifites of the fchoolmatfter,
amount to about L. 13 Sterling yearly, with a dwelling-
houfe and garden, and 100 merks from the proprietor of
the eftate of Watertown, with fees from the fcholars, who

are not at all numerous.

Poor.—The number of the poor in the parifh, at prefent
receiving {upply from the poor’s funds, is 40. The annual
amount of the contributions for their relief is about L. 43
Sterling, arifing from the weekly colleticns, the annual rent
of a {mall fum of money, and the rent of a little croft of
land ; befides 1co merks mortified to the poor in the eftate
of Ellon.

Mifcellareous Obfervations.—The principal difadvantage of
the fouthern parts of the parith, is the fearcity of fuel.
And a general difadvantage throughout the whole, is fhort
leafes, and no encouragement to the tenants to inclofe their
grounds.—The valued rent of the parifh is L.8950:6:8
Scots. The fuel commonly made ufe of is peat; which
is very expenfive, efpecially in the fouth parts of the parith,
which Le at a great diftance from mefles. Some people
of late have begun to ufe coals, both Scots and Englith,
which would be by far.the cheaper fuel, were it not burden-
ed with a moft unreafonable tax. They coft at Newburgh
from 4s. to 4s. 6d. per boll; befides carriage by land, for
the moft part four or five computed miles. The ploughs
are many ; almoft every perfon who rents any land from
an heritor having one. The manufature moft generally
carried on, is the knitting of ftockings, in which all the
females are commonly employed, with fome old men and
boys. Of late fome are employed in {pinning linen yarn,
and eafily earn more than by the ftockings, There wasa

manufa&ory
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manufactory of woollen cloth, a few years ago, fet up, which
is not as yet carried on to great extent., The roads are not
in a very good ftate. They have been made originally by
ftatute labour, and by it are repaired; fometimes it is com-
muted, and it is the general wifh, that it were all come
muted on moderate terms. There are pretty good bridges
in the moft frequented roads; and a bridge over the Ythan
at Ellon, is very foon to be built. [he money requifite for
it is already almoft raifed by a voluntary fubfeription. The
remw of fome land in this parifh, is from 30s. to 40s. per
acre 3 in general, good land is valued at 13s. or 1§s. per
acre, and a great deal at 1os. fome at gs. and iome much
lower. There is but little ground inclofed, except fome
abou: the heritor’s houfes, and by a few of the principal far-
mers ; ali are convinced ot the advantages of inclofures, and
would generally fet about incloling, if they had long enough
leafes. There are five alchoufes in the parith, and one inn
in the town of Ellon, -

N U M-
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NUMBER X
PARISH OF LOUDOUN.
(County of Ayr.)

By the Rev. Dr GEORGE LAWRIE.

Name, Extent, ¢,

HE parifh of Loudoun is fituated in that part of the
thire of Ayr called Cunmngham, a Danifh word fig,
nifying a royal feat, Its name Loudoun is, probably, deriv~
ed from a hill in the extremity of the parifh, called Loudon,
from the old word bw, or fire, and doz a hill. Its extent
from eaft to weft is nine Englith miles; its breadth towards
Eaglefham is about feven miles ; but at the weft extremity it
is not above three miles broad. There are four viliages in
the parith, firft Newmilns an antient borough of barony,
Their charter of ereftion the inhabitants obtained from
James IV. It contains about 1000 inhabitants. The other
three villages owe their origin and increafe to the family of
Loudoun. Derville, or Derval, contains about .joo inhabi-
tants.

Population—The number of fouls in the fpring 1791,

was - - - - 2308
June 1765 - - - 1452
Increafe between thefe periods, is - - 856
Tn Dr Webfter’s report the number is - 1494

The
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The proportion, at prefent, of males to females, is nearly
equal, owing to the emigration of young weavers to Glafgow
and Paifley, and farmers widows reforting to the villages
with their daughters, where they are emnployed in affifting
the weavers in winding yarn, clipping, &ec.

Weavers in Newmilns, rnales - - 241

Ditto females - - 2§
Derval, all males - - - 53
In the other parts of the parifh - - 20
Weavers in the whole parith - - 344

Some girls begin to weave fo early as the age of twelve,
and fome females have taught their hufbands after marriage.

Males 247
Females 25 § 52

Males 24
% '79°  Females 32} 56

Antiquities—The greatelt curiofity in this parith, is the

Births laft two years g 1789

foundation of a Druidical temple, on the top of the higheft
hill in the parifh except Loudon hill. The foundation is
compofed of large broad whin ftones. The Archdruid’s
fanftum fanlorum is ten feet diameter, and more entire than
the reft. There are many turnuli or cairns of {tones in this
and Galfton parith ; two of them have been lately dug up,
in which burnt human bones were found ; and an urn with
human bones that had been burnt, was alfo found. A ftone
coffin was likewife found, four feet ten inches long, and
about 19 inches broad. It was full of human bones; the
top was free ftone, and the fides whin fione. The urn was
about fix inches diameter at the mouth, and had no infcrip-

tion.



| of Loudoun. 10§

ition, The field adjoining is vulgarly called Anchors- Field ;
‘but in the old charters, its real name is Acorns-Field ;
-where, probably, was a grove of oaks, held in veneration by
.the Druids.

The cuftom fiill remains amongft the herds and young
people to kindle fires in the high grounds, in honour of
Beltan. Beltan, which in Gaclic fignifics Baal, or Bel's-fire,
_was antiently the time of this foleninity. It is now kept on
St Peter’s day.

As the Danes-were undoubtedly-in pollcfiion of grezt part
of Cunningham, there are two ruins, till called caftles, that
refemble Danith forts; the one in the village of Auldton,
and the other near Perval, which is more entire, and fur-
vounded by a deep ditch, and a place where there appears to
have been a draw-bridge, and oppolfite to it, a gate that led
to the caftle, The Knights Témplars had iands in this pa-
.xifh, as the names and charters plainly indicate 5 as Temple-
Hill, Temple-Derval, neither do they held of any fuperior,
not even of the’ Crown. Near Derval is a place called
Glenchapel, but there is not the lealt veltige of 2 church er
chapel.  There are likewife the ruins of an antient cafile be-
longing to the family of Loudoun, which was burnt 300
years ago, by the clan Ilennedy, who were headed by the
Tarl of Caflilis. There is a very old cafile belonging to the
fame family, in the village of WNewmilns, ftill entire, but
very fmall.  The houle of Loudoun is at a little diftance in
the woods; which was greatly improved by an addition
made to it by Chancellor Loudoun, in the vear 1622. In
this houfe there is a library room go feet in length. The
library confifts chiefly of Greck and Roman claffics, and at

prefent contains about 10,000 volumes. In the inclofures,
Vor. IH. O near
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near the houfe, is a Druidical ruin.  The late Earl John, in
digging his garden, found ten brafs cannon quite entire, two
feet under the furface; they were about fix pounders, of the
fwivel kind, with the Campbell’s arms, and are fiill ufed on
birth days; but we bave no tradition concerning them.

Sectaries and Heritors.~There are two Seceding meetings
in the parith, one of the {e¢ of Antiburghers,and the other of
the old Covenanters. In this laft {fe&t there are not above
fifty. There are about ten or tweclve Burgher Seceders.
No family of note has a refidence in the parifh, except the
Countefs of Loudoun’s, now a minor. Four fifths of the
parifh is her property. The other heritors, and feuers, are
numerous, but they all pay feu to the family of Loudoun,
except Captain Nifbet of Carfin, near Hamilton.

Church.—The church is new and in good repair. The
manfe was built in 1768, and is in good order. The ftipend
is in meal 76 bolls, bear 12 bolls, at an average L.69, in
money L. 21, and L. 3:16: 8 for communion-elements ; in
all L. 93 : 16 : 8, The glebe is 12 acres. The ftipend is very
ill paid ; the bear by more than thirty {fmall feuers, and the
meal likewife in finall quantities. The money is paid by
ten or twelve tenants ; and the ftipend has not been aug-
mented for 1,40 years paft. ’

School.—The fchool is one of the beft in the weft country.
It has a {late roof, and a very good accommodation for the
fchoolmafter above the fchool-room. The teaching room is 36
feet long by 16 feet within the walls, and 10 feet high,
The fchoolmafter’s falary is L. 100 Scots ; he has {feldom leG
¢han 6o {cholars, and often above 8o or go. He teaches
chiefly Englifh, at 1s. 6d. per quarter ; with the addition of
T o ' arithmetic
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arithmetic and writing, it is 25, 6d. per quarter. He teaches
alfo menfuration and book-keeping ; his payments for bap-
tifms, feflion-clerk, and marriages, a few pounds. His whole

income is not above L. 30.

Climate, Situation, and Difeafes.—This parifh is fituated at
the extremity of the fine ftrath upon the river of Irvine, It
is bounded by very high hills on the north and fouth, We
have much rain, but very little foow. The narrow ftrath
from caft to weft forms a kind of ventilator, which, un-
doubtedly, contributes greatly to the health of the inha-
bitants. Except fmall-pox and meailes, I never knew an
epidemic, or what deferved that name. I never faw an ague,
and {carcely ever an inte&ious fever 3 a putrid fever never; a
purple fever carried off feveral people about 20 years ago,
from improper management, by immediately bleeding, which
was found to be very fatal by thofe of the Faculty who firlk
tried it.  Some years ago, nine children died of a difleafe
called the clofing, or croup. The difeafe that is moft frequent
is the confumption. Scrophula or white {welling is frequent
from poor living, and {edentary life, and bad air in weaver’s
ﬂlops, where they never have a fire. There are a few re-
markable inftances of longevity. Lady Loudoun died at the
age of 100 in 1779, and enjoyed all her faculties to the laft,
Several ‘people die above go, and many above 8o. Inocula-

tion is gradually coming into ufe ; and is always fuccefsful.
) &

Agriculture~The time of fowing oats, is from the end of
March to the end of April; and immediatelx when the oats
are fown, the bear is begun to be fown, which is finifhed be-
twixt the middle and end of May. We fow very little peafe,
and no beans, or wheat. Every perfon, whether in town or
eountry, plants a few potatoes. Some few farmers {ow rye-

grafs,
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grafs, and a fmall proportion of red or white clover for hay,:
or cut grafs. The late John Earl of Loudoun, fucceeded his
father in the year 1737, and deferves the name of the father
of agriculture in this part of the fhire. He had both a great
tafte, and great quicknefs of partss He prudently began
with making roads through the parifh, as early as the year
1733 3 and an excellent bridge was, by his influence, built
over Irvine water ; and the road from thence, and from his
houle to Newmilns, was the firflt made road in the fhire of
Ayr, which was dore by the fiatute work. He remembered:
when there was neither cart ner waggon in the parith, but
his father’s, Farl Hugh, and his fa&or’s. Now there are
above 250 in the parifh, befides waggens for leading grain,.
peats, &ec. Formerly they carried home their grain in
fledges or cars, and their coals on finall horfes. At the fame
period Earl John began to plant and inclofe; he is faid
to have planted above one milliomr of trees. ~The trees:
are moflly afh, elm, oak, and many of them are of 2
great fize. One crop of hoop-willows from a {mall inclo-
fure of three roods, fold for L.27. The weeding and thin-
ning the plantations of elm, and ath, &c. yield from two to-
three hundred pounds annually. Many afh and elm trees:
fell at one, two, and fometimes three guineas. They were-
all planted from the year 1713, progreflively, to the year
1775. The number of farms planted and inclofed, are about
fifiy, inclofed and fubdivided into {fmall farms, from 20 to 3a
acres each; in all abeut Geco acres.  Add to this about 1570
acres; the whole of which is inclofed, and amounts to
=570 acres, including g5 acres of natural wood, and 250
acres of planted ground. About 1000 acres in fheep farms

are not yet inclofed.

Lime and Coal.—There are, in different parts of the inclo-
fures,
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fures, all within a milé or half a mile of the manfion-houfe,
five or fix lime quarries, fome of them nine feet thick,and very
near the furface, and not interrupted by water. The whole
ground round the manfion houfe is full of coal : two feams,
one a little below the other, have been worked to great ad-
vantage, (efpecially of late, as the demand has increafed by
the lime-works, and the increafe of the number and riches
of the inhabitants,) yielding annually about L. 2co. of profit.
But, a few years ago, the pits were fo rapidly filled with
water, that tlie tutors of the Countefs were obliged to caufe
eret a fire engine, which coft near L. 1000 ; but it anfier-
ed the end, and the coal is of immenfe benefit to the parith,
and to the farmers for burning lime. There are five draw=
kilns, which, when going, would produce 740 bolls of limne
in 24 hours. The lime is fold to the country, at from g5d.
to 6d. per boll, and to the tenants upon the eftate of Lou-
doun, at 41d. per boll, of five Winchefter bufhels, with one

year’s credit to the induftrious tenant.

Skeep.—There are only four fheep farms in the parifh,
containing about 6o fcore. Nine farms keep fheep, and are
partly arable. In thefe the number is about o fcore; and
in the other farms, not belonging to the eftate of Loudoun,
about 32 fcore. The fheep are all black faced, and have
coarfe wool, which fells at feven or eight fhillings per

ftone tron weight.

Fuel, Soil, {&c.—There are nearly 10,000 acres in the
parith, and three fourths of the land are arable. There are
extenfive mofles. The inhabitants of Newmilns and Dervall,
&c. raife amd fell peats at 10d. and 15. per fmall waggon,
But the ready accefs to coal has diminifhed the demand for

peats. The foil, in gencral, is a rich deep loam, and much
improved
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improved by lime; and a fmall part is light and gravcily;.
'The rent of the arable land, about thirty years ago, was
from gs. to 10s. it is now from 10s. to L. 1 :4: 0 per acre;
near the villages an acre gives two, and fome acres three
pounds.

Prices of Horfes, Labour, and Servants Wage:.-—Working
horfes, twenty years ago, fold from L. 10 to L.16, and now
from L. 16 to L. 25. The wages of men fervants are now L. 7
and L. 8 annually. Some labourers, that have houfes in the
villages, or near farmers houfes, are occafionally employed:
Their wages in winter are 15, or 8d. and their vittuals, in
fummer 1s. 2d. Mafons of late receive 1s. 8d. per day,
and houfe-carpenters 1 s, 6 d.%eﬁdes their victuals. Women
fervants receive from L. 1 : 5 to L. 1 : 15 per half year. There
are about 100 ploughs in the parith, moftly of the old Scots
kind, with improvements. Milk cows fell, near the time of
calving, from five to {even or eight guineas.

Produce and Prices of Grain.—The parith produces more
provifions than fetve the inhabitants. The tenants tranf-
port meal, butter, cheefe, and veal, to Edinburgh, Glafgow,
and Paifley, &c. The average price of meal is 111 d. per
peck, for twenty year§ paft 5 bear 19s. per Dboll of eight
bufhels, for the fame period. Butter from 10s. to 125. per
ftone,—1ikimmed milk cheefe,when perfeltly new,gives 3s. 4d.
and in winter 4s. per ftone tron weight ;3 {weet milk cheefe
is from 6s. to 8s. per frone, Butcher meat of all kinds never fells
high in our little village ; whenever it is high, every thing is
carried to the great towns. Lamb, when early, is {old from
10s. to 20s. ; veal brings 8d. per pound, &c. Jt is a pro-
fitable branch to the farmer to fatten his early calves; when
two or three months old, they bring from L. 2 to L. 4 each.

: Poor.
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Poor.—There are no {ums of money mortified for the
poor. The heritors, minifter, and feflion, have a joint meet-
ing annually, and appoint the penfions for the poor, general-
ly from 1s. to 2s. weekly. In the interval, betwixt the an«
nual meeting, the feflion, from time to time, takes in new
annuitants. The conduct of the poor is examined at each
annual meeting. The fchoolmafter is allowed from the
funds, wages for poor fchofls. The whole expence annually
amounts to L. go. The funds chiefly arife from the weekly
collections, the mort-cloth money, and the feat-rents of the
church. The truftees of 'Lady Loudoun allow generally
L. 10 annually to the poor’s funds,

NUM,
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NUMBER XL
PARISH OF EYEMOUTH.
(County of Berwick.)

By the Rev. My &ORGE Top.

Extent, Soil, Surface, .

‘ HIS parifh is of {mall extent, not eﬁceeding 800 acres
Englith meafure. It was part of the priory of Cold-
ingham; and before the Reformation, it is faid, that the prioy
of Coldingham had a chapel of eafe here, and that it was
ere@ted into a parith, no fooner than in the reign of King
James VI. This parifh is about a mile {quare, including the
farm of Highlaws, but its marches with thofe of Colding-
ham, are indented, and very irregular. About one half of
the lands are let in two farms, viz. Linthill, and Beanrigg.
The reft are poflefled by the inhabitants of Eyemouth, in
{mall parks and acre-dale. The feuers, fmall heritors, who
are alfo mechanics, poffefs their own lands. Eyemouth is a
borough of barony. Mr Home of \Vedderburn, our prefent
reprefentative in Parliament, is the fuperior, and is alfo pro-
prietor of more than nine tenths of the land in the parifh.
The yearly rent is from 2§s. to 40s. per acre Englith. There
is not one foot of bad or wafte ground. The lands were all
open twenty years ago ; but they are now almoft all inclofed,
and the rents are near double of what they were then. The
{oil, in general, is good, and produces every fort of grain, of
8
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4-'good quality 3 as well as fown grafs, turnips, and potatoes.
The climate is dry, and perhaps as little rain falls here, as in
any other part of Scotland.

Antiquities.—Here are the remains of a regular fortification
upon a {mall promontory ftretching out to the fea, which is
faid to have been ereéted by the Earl of Hertford, afrerwards
Puke of Somerfet, when going to invade Scotland, while he
held the regency, in the minority of Edward VI. It was de-
molifhed by treaty in ‘Queen Mary’s reign, foon after the
battle of Pinkie. Though all the rocks along the coaft are
of the common hard whinftone, yet the promontory, upon
which this fortification has'been built, confilts of what is called
pudding flone. 1t is remarkably hard, and will cut like mar.
ble, and even ftands the fire. The two piers were built
of it, which ftand both weather and water without the leaft
appearance of walfte,

Harbour and Trade.—At the beginning of this century-r,
T.yemeuth was a mere fithing town; but, after the Union, it
gradually increafed ; and, owing to its vicinity to Logland, it
‘became remarkable for {muggling 5 but that pernicious trade
being much quathed, the gentlemen of this county, among(k v
their firft improvements, erc&ed a pier on the weft fide
of the harbour, about the year 1750, that coft about L. 2000,
which was raifed by fubfcription 5 and, about the year 177c,
another pier was built upon the caft fide of the harbour,
‘which coft above L. 2500; which laft pier was planned and
executed by Mr Smeaton.

¢ The harbour of Eyemouth,” Mr Smeaton remarks, ¢ lies
at the corner of a bay, in which fhips can work in and out at
all times of tide, or lie at an anchor fecure from all winds,

Yor. IIL, P except
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except the northerly and north eafterly.  From this circum,
ftance, its fituation feems very advantageous : But, as the
mouth of the river or harbour lies open to the northerly
winds, fhips cannot lie in fafety therein, without going up
beyond the elbow of the prefent quay, where the water being
fhallower by feveral feet, and the breadth much céntxja&ed,
the harbour is rot only defective in point of capacity, but in
fafety alfo ; for, at a full fea, (the mouth being wide), the
{ea tumbles in with fo much impetucfity, that great feas find
their way round the belbow, and make the veflels, even there,
lie not fo quiet as is to be withed. In order, therefore, not
only to enlarge the harbour, but very greatly to increafe
the fafety of veflels iying therein, it is propofed to build a
north pier to defend the harbour’s mouth ; and, to this end;
nature has furnithed a ledge of rocks, not only capable ofﬁ
making the moft excellent of all foundations for fuch a pier,
but in as advantageous a direCtion as could be withed ; up’onj
which a pier is propofed to be built aécording to the plans
accompanying this Report : For, according to the dire&iod
therein {pecified, the harbour will be defended from all fuch
{eas as annoy the bay ; and the only points from whence the
harbour could be affeéted by feas comirmvin through the
mouth, is land locked by the points of the bay; fo that the
harboeur will, in its whole extent, be perfettly fafe in all winds.
Itis aifo to be noted, that thc fame circumftances which con-
cur to make the harbour fafe in all winds, afford the means
of veflels getting in and out in all winds 3 and this proceeds
from the entry into the harbour lying nearly at a right angle
with the direGion into and out of the bay, It alfo isa greag
advantage that there is a good flow of tide, which at {pring
tides is faid to be twenty fect 5 and there is at the loweft ebb
feveral feet of water, at low Wwater, between the propofcdv
‘pier heads; fo that there will be {cldom lefs at neip tides thaxi
o T I fixtéen
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fixteen or feventeen feet of water in the harbour ; which is
capable of receiving veflels from three to four hundred tons,
according as thiey are more flat, or more fharp built, and
which afterwards can, upon a greater flow of tide, be got into
a more advantageous birth. Another advantage to the exe-
cuting the propofed defign arifes from a great quantity of
rough rocks that lie at the north wefterly point of the bay,
very proper for building the outfides of the body of the pier,
the infides of which may be done with rough ftones, won or
blafted from the rocks, neighbouring to that upon which the
pier is propofed to be built. By this means, the pier may be
executed at a trifle of expence, in proportion to the extent and
utility of the defign ; for the rocks, that are reprefented with-
in the intended pier, will be removed and made fmooth, fo as
to procure an addition of harbour-room at little or no charge,
as they will be ufed within the pier. When this is done, there
will be an addition of harbour-room in the fpace between the
elbow before mentioned and the pier-heads, capable of hold-
ing thirty thips of middling fize, with fufficient paffage; and
which, in time of war, will be very ufeful on this coat, not
only for the refuge of coafters from the enemy, but, in bad
weather, for privateers, and the fmaller fized veficls adting of-
fenfively.”

Previous to the erection of the firft pier, there was very
little fair trade carried on; but, ever fince it was built, much
corn and meal have been brought into the county, and thipped
here, for Leith and other markets, to the extent of 20,000
bolls annually, and, in fome years, more than double that
quantity. For feveral years paft, there has not been a fingle
fmuggler refiding in this parith. The former dealers in that
illicit trade are now all dead, or removed to diftant parts.
Not one of them died rich, and the far greateft part of them

became
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became bankrupt. For twenty years and upwards, we have:
had at leaft two wholefale merchants, who import wood, iron,
flax, tar, and- other foreign goods. There is one good inn,
and too many alehoufes..

Manufaitures—We have no manufaltory here; nor is
there any in the whole county, except two paper-mills, one
near Dunfe,.and the other near Ayton.

Fifbing.—There are only fix fithing crews in this place,
who take abundance of fithes; the greater part of which are
carried to'Edinburgh, But, in place of fix, there is room for
fixty boats, as our coaft abounds with fithes of all kind§,
and of a good quality, We have alfo a herring fithery;
and, in fome years, millions are caught; and, after ferving
the country demand, the reft are partly falted, and made into
what are called wbhite kerrings, and partly manufadtured into
red herrings, and both are fent to London, and foreign
parts, where they generally bring a good profit. Formerly
they caught the herrings at what -they called the Ground
Drove, which lafts only a few days ; but now they alfo fifh
for them by a Float Drove, which lafts for fome months ; fo
that they now get ten times the number they got formerly,
and the herrings are of a far better quality, becaufe they ne-
ver come to the ground till they are about to fpawn.

Fuel.—There is no other fuel than coal. If we were not
almoft prohibited from fupplying ourfelves with Scottifh caals,
with one of the moft unreafonable duties that ever was im-
pofed, viz. 3s. 4d. aton, no other coals would be ufed.
We complain of another grievance. This port is a branch
of the Cuftomhoufe of Dunbar, and our merchants are obli-
ged to go there, which is a diftance of 20 miles, to report e-

very
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very cargo, and get fufferances to load or unload, and there«
after to go back again for cockets and clearances, which is at.
tended with much dangerous delay, and no fmall expence.

Difeq/éf.—Tﬁe air here is reckoned healthy, We 4avr'e riot::
afflicted with any infectious or epidemical difeafes, except the
fmall-pox, the bad effelts of which have of late been pre-
vented by inoculation. The only complaints that prove mora
tal in this place, are different kinds of fevers and confumptions
and thefe are moftly confined to the pooreft clals of people,
and afcribed to their feanty diet.

Popuilation.~~At prefent, there are aboit 1000 fouls in the
parith. In Dr Webfter’s Report, the number is 792.

Births in the parifhy Deaths,
in 1788 20 in 1788 T7
in 1789 35 in 178¢ 10
in 1790 19 in 1790 7

Church.—-The ftipend is partly viftual and money, and arifes
partly from teinds of fithes, which beirig fo variable, cannot
well be eftimated. The glebe confifts of about ten acres of good
land, and may be eftimated at fifteen guineas yearly. The
manfe and church are in bad repair. There are no Papifts
nor Epifcopals in the parifh, and only ten or twelve Seceders.

Prices of labour~The wages of wrights and mafons are
from 15. 4 d. to 15, 8d, a day ; of labourers, from 10 d. to:
1 5.3 labouring fervants within the houfe from L. 6 to L. 7.

per annum 3 a maid-fervant receives about 30s. the halfe
year. '

M ifcel/a/zfou;
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Mifeellaneotss obfervations.—There is great plenty of fea-ware
thrown in here, the coarfeft part of which is applied for ma-
nuring the lands, and the fineft part is manufatured into
kelp. There are very few law-pleas or difputes in this pa-
tifh, becaufe we have only one writer.

. NUMBER
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NUMBER XIL
PARISH OF LINTON
(County of Roxburgh.)

By the Reve Mr ANDREW OGILVIE.

Situation, Extent, .

¢ INTOUN or LinToN, in the prefbytery of Kelfo, and
fynod of Merfe and Teviotdale, is nine miles long and
three broad. The clergy, it is well known, when they had
power, were not inattentive to their own intereft : There is
not perhaps a more agreeable rural retreat than they have here
chofen for their refidence. The air, in the oppofite extre-
mity of the diftrit, is colder by many degrees, and the
ground not above one third of the value:

Soil.—The foil varies greatly ; 300 acres are bounded on the
weft by Kail water, and as they rife only a few inches above it;
are much expofed to inundations. In 1781, moft of this
fpacious plain was under water. This beautiful ftrath, with
the furrounding hills, forms a large bafon. It reaches into
two adjacent parifhes, and confifts of about 12 or 1500 acres;
The 300 acres, mentioned above, confift of a deep firong
clay. It raifes young cattle, when laid down in grafs, or
great crops of grain, when the feafon permits the labour of
it.  The rear is about one guinea per acre, and all of it is
inclofed. The ground rifing out of flood-mark to the . &

for
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for two miles produces more certain crops. It is a dry red
fand ; one fourth of the arable land is annually allotted to

the production of turnips, which, in quality, yield to none in
this country.

Hills.—There is only one hill which, in the plains of Ba-
bylon, would be an Atlas, but is reduced to 2 hillock, by the
adjacent mountains of the Cheviot. The plough has found
its way almoft to the top of it; but as the ufe of lime was

not known, the increafe, it is probable, would be both {canty
and precarious.

Lochs.—There are two lochs in this parifh; the oneis
much drained, and fo choaked with reeds, as greatly to in-
commode the angler in his attempts upon the large trout it
contains. The other covers a {pace of more than 30 acres, .
is of an oblong form, acceffible at the verge, and exhibits a
beautiful ftheet of water., It contains no fith but eels; fome
of them are of the filver kind. A mofs of great extent and
depth, confines its water to the weft ; but the peats are of a
bad quality. The fuel, therefore, is moftly coal from Nor-
thumberland.

Agriculture—Ts here conducted with great dexterity.
Turnip is reckoned a good fallow ; near one fourth of the
arable land is laid down with this ufeful root, which has
turned winter into fummer, not only by keeping the price of
meat nearly equal through the year, but alfo by clothing the
fie'ds with a beautiful green in the coldeft feafon; goo gui-
ne- would fearcely purchafe what is here raifed annually.
St 1 of every defcription is thereby greatly advanced. Wool
is i+ {old above 13s. per ftone; perhaps the white may
be reckoned a little higher, The number of fheep is about

3000
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3000. Being equi-diftant from Edinburgh and Morpeth, the
fat beafts are fome years divided almoft equally between thefe
markets, Some inclofe their fheep, in the fummer vights,
with moveable fences, which are occafionally rerioved, and
the place lately occupied is directly ploughed, te preferve the
manure in its firength. Much of the theep pafture has been
ploughed, and laid down with fown grafs and lime. Thorty
ploughs, with two horfes each, perform the agricultural work
of this parith.

Population—It is ofren mentioned with regret that there
is a confiderable decreafe of his Majefty’s fubjects in this pa-
rith 3 4o years ago it confifted of 27 farmers, the patron, and
minifter ; now there are only 12, three of whom, with the
patron, do not refide. Of the refiding farmers, only three
are married. The number of houfes is reduced to 55, con=
taining 283 perfons above eight years old; and about 100
children befides, fo that the number is fuppofed to be greatly
diminithed. In Dr Webfter’s report, however, the popula-
tion is ftated at only 413 fouls ; the decreafe upon the whole,
therefore, is not above 16. There have been four marriages,
ten births, and fix burials, annually, upon an average, for
theie nine years paft. Three young men inlifted into the’
Tramn of Artillery laft year. More than one third of the peo-
ple are Seceders. There are no other f{eétaries in the parifh.

Poor.~The following authentic extralls from the {-de-
runts of heritors meetings, for the laft 47 years, will thow
the ftate of the poor, ‘The afleflment only of every sth or
6th year fince the commencement in 1744 is here fated, al-
though thie charge and nu:ber of poor at every meeting is
regularly inferted in the records,

Vor. IIL Q_ affeffment *
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Afleflment for the poor of Linton parifh.

Number of Paupers, Affeflment,
4 in 1744 L.8
4 in 1749 12
8 in 1756 13
9 in 1761 15
12 in 1766 18

9 in 1771 28
10 in 17717 29
11 in 1780 2§
11 in 1784 42
14 in 1789 44
14 in 1791 46

This affeflment, fo difproportionate to the prefent popula -
tion, is partly owing to two young men of deranged intele
leds, who are lupported at the rate of above L. g ger annum,
None of the poor are mendicants, although there are many
of this defcription, chiefly from market towns, as far as
Edinburgh. '

Church.—The glebe is nearly eight Scotch acres, two of
which, laft feafon, in wheat, fold for L. 20. The ftipend is
L. 80, and three chalders of vi€tual. The manfe and office
houfes are all new-covered with blue flate. The patron is
John Pringle Efg; of Clifton. More than one half of the
parith belongs to him. His houfe at Park, to the weft of the
church, is pleafantly fituated in the centre of a plantation of
30 acres of trees.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations,—The rent of the parifth is
L. 2113 Sterling, and the largeft farm yields L. 400 per
gnpum.  In repairing the church lately, there was found a

¥ large
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large grave containing 5o fculls, all equally decayed, fome of
them cut with the firoke of violence, belonging (it is fuppo-
fed) to perfons flain in fome border fight, of which there
were many in this neighbourhood. Over one of the church
doors, 2 man on horfeback is cut in fione, killing, with
a fpear, a fierce animal; it is faid to be the laft that in-
fefted this diftri®, when the woods were cut down. It
feems to have been a deed of valour, as the memorial of it,
we are told, is preferved on the creft of Lord Sommerville’s
arms, whofe anceftors once poflefled a large eftate in this
parith. It is proper to mention another curiofity in the centre
of this diftri¢t; five or fix ftones form a circle about the fize
of a cock-pit, called the T#y#: Here the parties that made in-
curfions into Northumberland, ufed to meet ; but when thofe
that came firft could not wait for the arrival of their come
panions, they cut with their fwords upon the turf, the ini-
tials of their names, the head of the letters pointing to the
place whither they were going, that their friends might fol-
low them,

N U M-
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NUMBER XIL
PARISH OF GLAMMISS.
(County of Angus.)

By the Rev. Mr JaMEs Lyon.

Name, Extent, and Susface.

YHE modern name of this parith is Glammifs, but its
- ctymolngy is unknown. It lies in th- grefbytery
of Forfar, and fynod of Angus and Mearns. It is about 12
mu= in length, and the greateft breadth is § miles; but in
forie places it 1s hardly one.  The greateft part of this pa-
rith is flat country, and lies in the heart of Strathmore,
whicn  a. extenfive plain, fituatea at the foot of the Gram-
pan mountains, and rewarkaole for its fertility. Large
plautations of trees, together with the fields regularly divi-
dea and fenced by hedge rows, make the country round ex-
ceedingly beautiful.  Part of this parifh is rocky and moun-
tainous. and the Sidlie hills run along the fouth fide of it.
They are covered with heath, and are not remarkably
high.

Soi/.—The foil is in general good. It has been well culti-
vated, and produces plentiful crops. About 6o years ago,
the people were funk in floth and indolence; but a variety
of caufes have concurred to call forth their vigour, and to

roufe
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¥éufe them into action. Improvements have been, and ftilt
are, carried on with ardour and fuccefs. The difcovery of
marle has wonderfully contributed to the improvements ir
agriculture,

Fuel—Amidft the many advantages which theé people’
here enjoy, the want of fuel is a great inconvenience. They
generally ufe peats, of which there are plenty in different
mofles ; but they are dug at a confiderable expence, and wiil
foon be exhaufted: Some tranfport coals from Dundee, the
neareft fea-port town, which is twelvé miles diftant from’
Glammifs. This defeé, however, will- in a fhort time be’
fupplied by the extenfive woods planted' by the late Karl of
Strathmore, which are in a very thriving condition, and are
a great ornament to the country.

Dife‘z_zﬁ’;r.-—Thc air is rather moift, and neither very heal=
thy, nor very unhealthy. Agues and melancholy habits
are not much known here. Fevers and confumptions are’
the moft prevalent diftempers, owing, it is fuppofed, to the
moifture occafioned by the hills to the fouth, and the great
quantity of planting. We have no mineral {prings of any
confequence.

Rivers and Fifbes.—Theriver Dean, a deep running water,
is fupplied from the lake of Forfar. The Kerbet, and the
burn of Glammifs, run through the parifh, and abound with
plenty of fine red trout. There is a very confiderable lake
in the eaft end of the parifh, near Forfar, called the Loch of
Forfar. 1t originally contained 140 acres; but 6o of thefe
have been drained, and a great quantity of marle and peat
have been dug out, which has proved very advantageous to
the Earl of Strathmore, the proprictor, When the lake

was
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was drained, 2 number of curious antiquities were found, and
are to be {een in the caftle of Glammifs,

Antiquities—Within a few yaids of the manfe of Glam-
mifs, there is an obelifk, of rude defign, erected, as is gene-
rally {uppofed; in memory of the murder of Malcolm II.
King of Scotland. Oa one fide of the monument, there are
figures of two men, who, by their attitudes, feem to be
forming the bleody confpiracy. A lion and a centaur, on
the upper part, reprefent the thocking barbarity of the crime.
On the reverfe, feveral forts of fifhes are engraven, as a fym-
bolical reprefentation of the lake, in which, by miffing their
way, the affaflins were drowned. In a neighbouring field, there
is a ftone on which are delineated a variety of fymbolical cha-
ta&ers fimilar to thofe already mentioned, and intended, as is
fuppofed, to exprefs the fame facts. At the diftance of one
mile from Glammifs, near a place called Coffans, there is an
obelifk, not lefs curious than either of the two preceding
monuments, It is vulgarly called St Orland’s Stome. No
probable conjeture has been formed relating to the falts de-
figned to have been perpetuated by it. On one fide is a crofs
rudely flowered and chequered ; on the other, four men on
horfeback appear to be making the utmoft defpatch. One
of the horfes is trampling under foot a wild boar ; and, on
the lower part of the ftone, there is the figure of an animal
fomewhat like a dragon. It has been thought that thefe
fymbols reprefent officers of juftice in purfuit of Malcolm’s
murderers. There is a fortification on the fummit of a hill,
two miles fouth-weft from Glammifs, known by the name of
Dencon €affle. It probably was defigned for a place of re-
treat in times of danger. It is encompafled by a wall, fuppos
fed to have been 27 fect high, and 30 broad. There are
two entries, one to the fouth-eaft, and another to the north«

welte
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weft. The whole circumference is about 340 Pnglith yards;
but, although this wall be much defaced, and almoft covered
with grafs, yet there are evident traces of buildings in the’
intermediate {pace. The only other work of antiquity in
the parifh, is the Caftle of Glammifs. This venerable ftruc-
ture, the property of the Earl of Strathmore, and his chief
feat in Scotland, is of very antient date. For fome time it
remained in the hands of the crown ; and, in the year 1372,
it was granted by Robert II. to J. Lyon, his {pecial favour~

ite, who not long after received his daughter in marriage.
Since its original conftrution, it has been greatly enlarged.

Quarries.~Befides other quarries of inferior note in the
parith, there is near the village of Glammifs a freeftone
quarry, the ftones of which are very durable, and are excel-
lent for building and for millftones, There are abundance
of fine gray flate quarries, in different places, belonging to
the Farl of Strathmore and Lord Douglas. About twenty
years ago, an attempt was made to find out a lead mine near
the village of Glammifs. It was wrought a confiderable
time, and fome ore was found ; but the {cheme was not per-

fifted in,

Cattle—A confiderable number of fine cattle are fed in
this parith. One dealer in this article is often poflefled of
ten thoufand pounds worth of cattle at a time, moft of which
he carries to the Englith market,

Population.—In the year 1783, the number of fouls in
the parifh amounted to about 2040. In Dr Webfter’s Re-
port, the number is 1780. From. the Regifter, it appears
that, in the year 1718, there were 63 baptifins, in the year
¥740, 60, anil in 1750, 6o. In the year 1784, there were

53
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g1 baptifms, 36 burials, and 14 marriages. In 1486, 4%
baptifins, 38 burials, 17 marriages. From the 1ft of Oto-
ber 1789, to the 1t of O¢tober 1790, there were 42 baptifms,
37 burials, and 16 marriages. There are a number of villa-
ges in this parith. The village of Glammifs contains about
5oo fouls ; the Newtown of Glammifs about 140 ; Arnefont
80 ; Cotterton of Hayfton 48 ; Nether-Handeck 39; Mill
town of Glen-Ogilvie 67 3 and Cottertown of Drumglye 120.
The number of farmers in the parifh is about 8o ; fome of
their farms are extenfive, and others but fmall. The num-
ber of weavers and manufaCturers is about 70.

Heritors, ¢&&°c.—The parifh is divided among four heri-
¢ors, the Earl of Strathmore, Lord Douglas, William Doug-
las of Brigtown, and Mr Henderfon of Rochilhill. Lord
Strathmore’s eftate contains about 6ooo acres. The greateft
part of the unarable ground confifts of thriving plantations,r
to the extent of about 1000 acres. The yearly rent may be
from L. 250e to L. 3000 Sterling. The value of land, on
this eftate, has rifen confiderably within thefe fifteen years.
One farm, in particular, which was rented at L. 52 twelve

" years ago, now gives L. 300. The rental of the eftate of
Lord Douglas in this parifh is about L. 500, an advanced
rent from L. 200 fince the year 1770. The whole of this
eftate contains about 3000 acres. The eftate of Mr Doug-
las of Brigtown in this parifh contains about 70 acres,and the
prefent rental is about L. 5o. The eftate of Rochilhill con;
tains above 200 acres, and brings about L. 70 yearly rent,
The parith fupplies itfelf with provifions, and generally {ends
a confiderable quantity of meal and barley to different parts
of the country.

Church.—The Earl of Strathmore is patron of the parifh.
The
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The ftipend is, of money, L. §2 : 15 : 6, with g0 bolls of
meal, and 16 bolls of barley. The glebe contains rather
more than fix acres and a half, and is worth 4o s. an acre.

Wages.—The expence of a labouring fervant is generally
about L. 8 .or L. 9 a year, with fix bolls and a half of neal.
Maid-fervants wages are about L. 3, befides maintenance.

Poor.—The number of poor fupplied from the funds of
the parifh are about twenty, befides others who receive cha-
rity occafionally. The kirk feflion have a number of feats
in the church at their difpofal, for which they draw about
L. 4 annually. The average of weekly collettions is 105s.
6d. The feflion have alfo about L. 200 at intereft.

Your. IIL R N U M-
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NUMBER XV.

PARISH OF DYCE.
(County of Aberdeen.)

By the Rev. Mr WiLL1aM WILSON.

Situation.

' YCE lies about five miles north-weft of Aberdeen.

It is bounded by Newhills on the foath, Newmachar
on the eaft, Fintray on the north, and Kinellar on the weft.
There is a hill, which runs quite crofs the parith, from fouth
to north, called Tyre-baggar, or perhaps, rather Tyre-beggar,
as formerly the road from Garioch to Aberdeen, went over
the middle of it, which muft have been very tirefome to
travellers, Now the poft-road goes along the fouth end,
which is more eafy.

Soil,—As the parifh is hilly, there are many different foils
init. Along the fide of the river Don, there is excellent
deep mould, which produces fine crops of barley, oats, and
peafe; and fome wheat has been tried of late, which anfwers
very well. Towards the hill, about a2 mile from the river
fide, it is a black light mould, and produces but very indif-
ferent crops. The hill is covered with heath ; and as there
is no other fuel, but what turf can be got on it, it is very
much exhaufted. There are three plantations of fir trees

' ‘ upon
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upon this hill ; two of them belong to Sir William Forbes,

Baronet.

Agriculture.— Agriculture advances here rapidly ; the peoa
ple fee the advantages of lime for their ground, which, in
general, anfwers well; and is brought from the neigh-
bourhood of Aberdeen. They likewife fee the advantage of
inclofures, of which there are great numbers in the parifh.
The nature of the air is dry and healthy. The people are
ftrong, and generally live long.

Antiquities.—On the top of one of the hills belonging to
Tyre-baggar, there is a Druidical temple. It confifts of ten
long ftones placed in a circular form , the diameter of it is
about 24 feet. The higheft of the ftones, which ftand on
the fouth fide, are about nine feet above ground. The
loweft, which are on the north fide, four and a half. There is
one ftone placed on its edge, betwixt the two fouthmoft
ftones, which is about fix feet high. They are all rough
ftones, and of great bulk. There are feveral cairns within
the parith, but though they have their names, I can learn no
tradition concerning them. There are {mall cairns too on
the tops and fides of the different hills, {cattered here and there,
which I cannot account for, but by fuppofing there have been
engagements in thefe places, and that the flain have been
buried under thefe heaps of ftones. There is another long
ftone about g feet high, which is called the Gouch flone, in
memory, as the country people report, of one Gouch a ge-
neral, who was {lain there.

Church,—The parifh church is faid to have been dedicated
to St Fergus. The ftipend is only L. 56 Sterling; At one
of the doors of the chureh ftands 2 ftone cut like a trough,

which
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which has no doubt held the holy water. In the church-yard
dyke, there is a ftone fix feet high, on the one fide of which
is a crucifix diftin&tly cut.

Quarries, {c.—There are no mineral fprings nor grottos
in the parith, nor any kind of ftone but the common' moor-
ftone, which is very good for building. About 24 years ago,
quarrying and drefling ftones for paving the fireets of Lon-
'don, commenced ; and it has continued ever fince, almoft
withont intermiffion.

Population and Cattle, &5°c.—Though the parith is of confi-
derable extent, it is but thinly inbabited. The whole number
of inhabitants exceeds not 352, of which there are 181
males and 171 females. Ranked according to their ages, they
ftand thus; under 10,—72; betwixt 10 and 20,—%1; be-
twixt zo and 50,—157; betwixt 5o and 70,—45 ; and be-
twixt 70 and 100,—7. As to births, marriages, and burials,
at an average, there are in the year eight baptilms, four bu-
rials, and two marriages. There are 70 dwelling.houfes.
There are about 24 large, and 46 fmall farms. There are in
the parifh between 700 and 750 cattle. The number of
fheep does not exceed 6oo.

Poor.—~There are only five on the lift at prefent, who get re-
gular fhpplies, four times a-year. They receive from 25s.
to 30s. ye:u-ly.' Poor fubtenants with numerous families re-
ceive occafional fupplies, from r1os. to 15s. The fund for
fupplving our poor arifes from the contributions in the church,
which amount annually to betwixt L. 8 and L. ¢ ; from the
intereft of L. 20 lent ; and from the rent of aloft and a

few pews in the church.

Manners and Difpofitions.—The people are, on the whole,
humane,
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humane, focial, peaceable, and induftrious. They all belong
to the Prefbyterian eftablifhed religion.

Bridges and Roads.—There are no bridges in the parifh of
any note. ‘Lhe roads are not good ; they are made and re«
paired by the ftatute labour. There are no turnpikes.

Rent.—The rent of ground varies according to the foil.
The beft infield near the river, 1s from 1§s. to 20s. per acre.
The outfield from §gs. to 10s. per acre.

Fuel.—The fuel made ufe of for fire is chiefly turf. Some
bring coals from Aberdeen; and 2 few tenants have peats
from the mofles in Fintray and Newmachar.

NU M-
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF INCH
(County of Wigton.)

By the Rev. Mr PETER FERGUSSON.

Situation, Name, Extent, and Surface.

THE parith of Inch is fituated in the county of Wigton,
the prefbytery of Stranracr, and fynod of Galloway.
Oppofite to the fmall village of Inch, where the church now
ftands, is an ifland, whence, in all probability, the parith de-
rived its name ; the word for Ifland, in the Gaelic lanouage,
being fimilar in found to the name of the parifh. This ifland is
firuated in the loch of Caftle Kennedy, and is about 600
yards in circumference. In this ifland there was formerly a
place of worthip, veftiges of which are ftill remaining 3 and
it communicated with the land by a caufeway and draw-
bridge. The names of places in this parifh, and, indeed, in
all the county, are Gaelic ; and are in general charaGeriftic
of the local fituation, or of fome peculiar circumftance,
The parifh of Inch is nine miles long, and in fome parts the
fame in breadth, About one half of the parifh confifts
of flat and low land, "forming an extenfive plain, which
firetches from Lochryan, nearly to the bay of Luce.. On
the eaft and north-eaft of this plain, rifes a beautiful range
of hills, reaching from one end of the parith to the other.

The face of thefe is partly green pafture, and partly arable
' land~
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land. Their tops, for fome miles, are covered with heath, till
you defcend on the other fide to the water of Luce, where
there is excellent pafture, and good arable ground. This
water divides the parifh from Newluce ; difcharges itfelf into
Luce bay ; and abounds with falmon.

Soi! and Produce.—The {oil of Inch is various. Near
Stranraer, there is a good loam. The reft of the parifh con
filts chiefly of a light fandy foil. The hills abound in mofs.
By the influence and example of the late Earl of Stair, the
Inch has undergone a total alteration. It is but juftice to re-
mark, that this noble and worthy perfonage, was the great
promoter of improvement in this part of the country. As
he poflefled {kill and ability, fo he ated on an extenfive
fcale. He procured proper implements of hufbandry,—
paired and burnt mofly grounds,—divided and inclofed his
lands,—drained {wamps and marfhes,—made excellent roads,
—tore up large tracks of barren ground,—and import-
ed lime in great quantities both from England and Ire-
land. Hence what formerly produced only heath, foon
yielded rich crops of corn. The people beheld the benefi-
cial effeéts of his meliorations. They were roufed from in-
dolence and inadtivity. Ignorance and idlenefs foon vanifh-
ed, and labour and induftry occupied their place. As a
fpecimen of the excellent effects of his Lordthip’s improve-
ments, a farm which, preceding 1790, was let for the fum of
L.7:2:6, now rents at L. 195 ; and another, previous to
the fame date, was rented at L. 48: 4 : 8, and is now let at
L. 245. The fame nobleman found his eftate in this parifh,
not only in a great meafure barren, but alfo naked. He
therefore clothed and adorned it with large plantations of
trees. During the {fpace of twenty years, he planted annual-
ly, at an average, at leaft 20,000 trees, chiefly Scots firs,

with



136 Statiftical Account

with fome larix, afh, beech, &c. The valued rent of Inch
is L.5954 Scots. There are farms from L. 10 and under,
to L. 300 rent.  The beft arable land lets at a guinea the
acre. According to its quality, it rents from gs, 105, and
15> to 20s. The quantity of grain annually fold, may be
frated at 1000 Galloway bolls, or 2000, Linlithgow meafure.
The crops confift chiefly of oats. Both Poland and Blanter
corn are fown, of which the former is by far the moft pro-
dultive. Bear in fome places anfwers well, and confiderable
crops are raifed; alfo fome wheat, and potatoes in abun-
dance. Few attempt to raife flax ; it is, however, not un-
produdtive in fome places of the parith. Clover and rye-
grafs are fown by the farmers in general, and with great ad-
vantage. Some have been fuccefsful in raifing turnip.

Cattle and Sheep.—The Galloway breed of black cattle are
univerfally known and admired in both kingdoms. They
are finely thuped, and have no horns. Attention to the fize
and fhape of the bull is of confequence. It is calculated
that there are 2500 head of black cattle in the parifh of
Inch, and about gooe fheep, moftly of the Scots breed. The
wool fells from gos. to 12s. the ftone.

Population.—The whole inhabitants of this parith amount
to 1450 fouls, of which number o1 are males, and 749 fe-
males. In Dr Webfter’s report the number was 1513. The
number of children baptifed in 1790, was 32, of which 17
were males, and 15 females. The number of Seceders,
young and old, may be ftated at 240. The annual mar-
riages are eight at an average.

Lakes, &°c. —This parifh is remarkable for its frefh water

Jakes. They are 15 in number; fome of a larger, and fome
of
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of a lefs extent, They abound in pike, perch, carp, tench,
roach, white and red trout ; and are frequented by a variety
of water fowl, fuch as wild ducks, teals, widgeons, coots, and
cormorants. Swans emigrate from Ireland, particularly in
fevere winters, and continue on thefe lakes till fpring. The
two lakes of Caftle-Kennedy are very fine pieces of water,
in each of which there is an ifland. The lakes are nearly
parallel ; the one a mile, and the other a mile and a half in
length, and both in fome parts half a mile broad.

Caflle—Caftle-Kennedy is a large fquare building ; and
was burnt by accident in 1715, nor has it ever fince been re-
built, The walls of the ruin flill ftanding are 7o feet in
height.

Church.—The manfe is called Sou! feat, Sedes animarum, and
is almoft furrounded by a loch nearly fimilar in form to a
horfe thoe. The King is Patron of this parith. The living
is 48 bolls of meal, 16 of bear, Linlithgow meafure, and
L. 45 in money, with a manfe and glebe.

Villages and Antiquities—The Cairn is the only confider-
able village in the parifh, and contains 130 fouls. It is fitu-
ated on the fide of Lochryan, a piece of water, and has an
excellent harbour from three to eight fathoms deep at low
water. Here many veflels from the Weft Indies, bound for
Clyde, take refuge from the ftorm, and ride in perfeét fafety.
The Cairn is well fituated for foreign trade; and excellently
adapted for fhip-building. Below the viltage, towards Ayr=
thire, there is a bold rocky fhore, where there are feveral
caves, extending 8o and 100 yards under ground. The
cairns of Cairnarran exhibit an appearance truly fingulat
In the extent of a Scots mile, there are nine of them, of

Vou. IIL S which
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which {ix are very near one another, within lefs than an
Englith mile. Two circumftances render them very remark-
able; the vaft quantity of fiones piled together, and the dif-
tance whence thefe flones muft have been carried ; as many of
them are fituated in mofly ground, where not a fingle ftone
can be found. Where any of them has been entirely de-
molithed, urns have been found containing afthes and burnt
bones. ‘There are feveral moats in this parith. A beautiful
one {till remains entire on the fide of Lochryan, in a farm
called Innermeflan, and commands a fuil view of the loch.
It appears to be wholly formed of earth. At the bottom it
meafures 36 feet round; from the foundation to the top
6o feet ; and the diameter at the top is 48 feet. It is around
figure, and plain at the top.

Mineral Springs.—In the parith of Inch there are feveral
mineral fprings. A fulphur fpring has been lately difcover-
ed, which is of confiderable firength, and faid to be ufeful
in ftomachic and {corbutic complaints. There is alfo, in the
neighbourhood of the Cairns already mentioned, a chaly-
beate fpring, which pours forth a great quantity of water.

Fuel.—The Inch is exceedingly well fupplied with peat.
In the moors every tenant has abundance on his own farm,
In the lower parts of the iparifh there are a great many
fwamps, and every {wamp is a mofs, There are alfo fome
appearances of coal. A few years ago, Lord Stair employ-
ed men, fuppofed to be competent judges, to explore the
ground, but they were unfuccefsful in their refearches.

Poor.—There are eighteen perfons on the poor’s lift, whe
are fupported chicfly by the weckly collettion, and an an-
nual gratuity given by the farl of Stair. * This parifh is both

able
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able and willing to provide for its own poor; but the
people are greatly opprefled by inundations of poor vagrants
from Ireland. The great road from Portpatrick to Dum-
fries, pafles through this parith, and is conftantly fwarining
with Irith beggirs  They turn afide into the covntry, and,
cither by entreaties or oy threats, extort alms from the in-
habitants. They oft-n go in crowds together, accompanied
generally with a number of young children. They may be
divided into two clafles.  The firft are thofe whofe only ob-
je€t is to beg their bread. The fecond are thofe called
troggers, who carry on a fpecies of traffic, unknown, Iam
perfuaded, in moft places. ‘They bring linen from Ireland,
which they barter for the old woollen clothes of Scotland,
and thefe they prefer to gold or filver, Bending under bur-
dens of thefe clothes, they return to their own kingdom.

Charafler of the Inhabitants.—They are in general fober,
intelligent, focial, and’ﬁmfpitable. T'heir knowledge of agri-
culture, for thefe laft twenty years, is much enlarged, and
their habits of life much improved.

Difeafes, &'c.—The parifh is fituated between Lochryan
and the bay of Luce, and enjoys a mild and healthy climate.
Epidemical diftempers are feldom known here; rheumatifms,
however, are frequent. But, upon the whole, the inhabi-
tants enjoy much health, and live to a good old age. There
are about 30 perfons in the parith above 8o years of age, two
95, and one who fays he is 105.

Heritors.—There are feven beritors in the parith, of
whom the Earl of Stair is the only refiding one,

N UM
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF DUNSCORE

(County of Dumfries.)

By the Rev. Mr Joserm KIRKPATRICK,

Situationy Extenty and Surface,

, HIS parith is fituated in the county, prefbytery, and
fynod of Dumfries. From the river Nith, which
interfects it in one place in the lower, end, it extends acrofs
the country to the river Urr, which runs along the upper
end. The river Cairn runs through it near the middle ; and,
a little below, receives the name of Cluden River. The pa-
with is very marcow at the middle; and, turning wider at
orty ends; azarly refembles a fand-glafs. It is about 12 miles
long. i {sme parts it is 4, in fome 3, in fome 2 miles
broad; nd, in ore part, only a few y.rds, being nearly in-
terfeted by the parithes of Glencairn and Holywood. It is
partly muir, and partly dale. It is very flat alongft the
river Nith ; but, in general, it is hilly, and, in the upper
end, rocky and mountainous. The tops of the hills are ge-
nerally covered with heath. A pretty high hill, called Halli-
day-hill, lying in the lower end of the parifh, is moftly co-
vered with green pafture. Of late, much progrefs has been
made in improving the lower hills by lime and tillage ; but
the high multures, to which a great part of the parifh is fub-
) ' jected,
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jefted, are a very great difcouragement to improvements in

agriculture.

Soil.—Some parts of the foil are deep and fertile; but
much more of it is light and fhallow, lying upon a tilly bed.
The fides of the hills, facing the north, {feem to be generally
of a more deep and ftrong foil, than thofe of a fouthern ex-

pofure.

Difeafes.—Fevers and rheumatifms feem to be the moft
prevailing difeafes, and are often occafioned by the people
expofing themfelves to variable weather ; or, when warmed
with their labour, by fuffering themfelves to cool fuddenly,
by keeping on wet clothes, and by living poorly, and in

damp houfes.

Population —The number of fouls, at prefent in the parifh,
is about g13. In Dr Webfter’s Report, the number is
651.

 Abftra& of the baptifms for the laft ten years, exclufive
of the children of the Seceflion. '

Years. Baptifms. Males. Females.
1781 28 11 17
1782 17 II 6
1783 26 13 13
1784 22 11 181
1785 19 11 8
1786 17 6 1L
1787 19 11 8
1788 20 . 16 4
1789 30 18 12
1790 26 . 15 11

Years,
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Years. Burials. )
1782 30 owing to a malignant fever.
1783 1L

1784 14

1785 15

1786 6

1787 11

1788 I2

1789 15

1790 20

Young children, for whom the mortcloth is not ufed, are
not included in the above. The yearly a%erage of burials is
about 17, There are 76 farmers, including fuch proprietors
as either farm the whole or a part of their eftates; 2 thep-
herds ; ¢ black{miths ; 7 joiners; 11 mafons; 7 fhoema-
kers; 19 weavers; 6 taylors; § millers; and 1 clock and
watchimaker. Of late, the number of inhabitants is confi-
derably increafed, which may be owing to the farms being
made fmaller, and the improvement of the land by lime from

*Clofeburn and Barjarg. James Grierfon, E{g; of Dalgoner
has alfo, of late years, granted a nunber of feus, which have
greatly augmented the number of inhabitants upon his e-
ftate. The inhabited houlfes are 224 ; five perfons in each
houfe may be nearly the average.

Cattle and Jfheep.—T1The number of black cattle is nearly
1300 ; thé number of theep 3480 ; and the number of horfes
218. The black cattle, in general, are of the Galloway
breed ; but Mr Robert Burns, a gentleman well known by
his poetical productions, who rents a farm in this parifh, is
of opinion, that the weft country cows give a larger quantity
of milk,

Agriculture
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HAgriculture and produce.—Thus parifh, befides fupplying it=
felf with provifions, exports oats, meal, and barley. Hemp
and flax are not much cultivated, though more has been
raifed of late than formerly ; and, in the courfe of the en-
fuing feafon, a flax-mill is to be eretted on the river Cairn,
Oats are fown in March and April, and reaped in Septem~
ber and O&ober. Barley is fown in the beginning of May.
There are about 72 ploughs in the parifh, and chiefly of the
Scottifh kind.

Church.—The money and victual ftipend that fhould be
paid annually isL. 48: 12: 2. The glebe was valued, 25
years ago, at L. 6 : 1 : g Sterling 5 but it has been much ime
proved of late, and would new let for L. 20 Sterling. In
1649, the church was removed from the lower end of the
parifh to near the middle of it, where it now ftands.

School. —There is no legal falary for a fchoolmafter in this
parith. A Mr Grierfon of Edinburgh, a good many years
ago, left L. 300 for the ufe of a fchool in this parith. The
heritors were nominated truftees for managing it ; and,
about 30 years ago, they divided the annual rent of faid
L. 300 amongft three fchoolmafters, in the following propor-
tions. To the fchoolmafter in the upper end of the parith,
they allotted L. 6: 10 : 05 to one in the middle of the parifh,
L. 2; to one in the lower end of the parith, L. 6: 10:0.
Between 20 and 3o fcholars attend the fchool at the upper
end of the parith ; between 3¢ and 40 attend the {chool in
the middle of the parith; about 37 attend the fchool in the
fower end of the parith. r1s. and 2d. a quarter is the
fee to the fchoolmafter for each fcholar learning to read
Englifh, and 1. 6d. for learning arithmeticc. The encou-

ragement
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ragement being fo inconfiderable, the parifh cannot be fup-
pofed to have well qualified teachers.

. Heritors.—~There are 43 heritors in this parifh, 26 of whom
refide in it.

~ Poor.—In the year 1738, the names of ten perfons were
in the poor’s lift ; in 1756, eleven. About four years ago,
twenty perlons got fupply from the poor’s funds ; but, at
prefent, there are only ten in the poor’s roll. The funds
for the poor are about L. 23 Sterling ; of which L. 15 arife
from the colle&tions in the church, and the reft from the in-
tereft of legacies. '

Fuel.—Peats are generally ufed; and, except in a part of
the lower end of the parith, moft of the proprietors have
mofs in their own cftates. Thofe who have them to pur-
chafe pay for the liberty of cafting them.

Antiquities —The church being removed to the middle of
the parifh in the year 16,49, the veftiges of the old one ftill
remain. Upon the top of a hill called Meiklewood-muir are
the walls of a houfe which are ftill named the Preaching
aalls. There are alfo veftiges of a chapel and burying place
in the upper end of the parith; the farm fiill retains the
name of Chapel. The burying place is not tilled. Upon
one corner of it grziv a Lirge yew-tree, which was confumed
ir the heorr, Thoee e hove ttood in it at once but ig
was overturned by the wind this fealon.

NUM.
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NUMBER XVIL
PARISH OF LUGGAN,
(In Badenoch, County of Invernefs.)

By the Rev. Mr JamEs GRANT-

Nasne, Situation, and Boundaries.

HE name is derived from the Gaelic, and is exprefﬁve
T of its natural fituation, Lug fignifyinga Fallow or lows
place. Though this parith is one of the higheft in Scotland
with regard to its elevation above the fea, there are in it ma-
‘ny glens and narrow valleys. It lies in the fouthern extre-
mity of Invernefs-fhire, prefbytery of Abertarph, and {ynod
of Glenelg, extending, from north-eaft to fouth-weit, up-
wards of 20 miles. The breadth of the inhabited part is a-
bout 3 miles ; but, taking its boundaries fouth and north, it
will meafure more than 20 miles. It is bounded on the
north by Monu-liec, or Grey Mountain, a prodigious ridge of
inacceflible rocks. ‘

Rivers, Lakes, and Woods.—The river Spey takes its rife
from a very fimall lake of the fame name in the weftern parts
of the parith, and is formed by currents falling down from
the mountains. It runs through the middle of the parifh
its courfe is from weft to eaft, inclining a little to the north.
In its progrefs, befides many rivulets, it receives the river

Vor. III, 7 T Mafie
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Mafie about the middle of the parifh, and the river Truime'
at the ealtern extremity. Both thefe rivers fall into it from:
the fouth, and have their rife in the Grampians. Loch-lag-
gan, which, with its environs, forms a diftri&t by itfelf, lies
on the fouth weft extremity of the parith, It is very deep,.
with a bold rocky thore ; and it is furrounded with woody
mountains.  On the fouth fide is the Coil/ More, or Grear:
Wood; the moft confiderable remain of the great Caledo-
nian Foreft. This wood, which extends five miles along
the loch fide, is the fcene of many traditions. At the eaft
end of the lake, the river Pattack, which is formed by a lake
ot the fame name, falls into Loch-laggan, which runs from
eaft to weft, and difcharges itfelf by the Spean river into
Loch-lochy, near Fort William. The-rivers Mafie and Pat-
tack run almoft parallel to one another. They are about:
two miles diftant. The former goes by the Spey into the
German Ocean ; the latter into the Weftern Sea. There are
fome other fmaller lochs, as Loch #’Righ, or the King’s Loch,
remarkable for large black trout, very fat and high flavour-
ed. Loch Iaggan abounds with char, and various kinds of
trout. In the Spey, there are {fome falmon, with pieaty of
fine trout and pike, of a large fize,

Airy Soil, and Climate ~~The air is moift, and generally ves
ry cold ; yet, {o purified by ftorms, aund kept in motion by
rapid currents, that it is, upon the whole, clear and healthy,
Along the banks of the river is a very rich and deep foil;
which, were it not for the difaavantages of inundations,
frofts, and mildews, would produce as rich crops as any in
the kingdom. The lands that lie in flopes and declivities,
without the water-mark, are, though fioney, of 2 good qua-
lity, and produce furer crops than the rich meadows, being
garlier riptned, by the refletion of the {un from the adja.

ceny
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-cent rocks, The lands on Loch-laggan fide, though higher,
and lying in a ftili wetter climate than that of the valley in -
.the center of the parifh, yield a {furer crop, being lefs liable
to frofts and mildews, owing to their lying on a ftratum of
dime. The climate here is very variable; every two or three
miles makes a fenfible difference; and it rains on the one
fide of the river, when it is dry on the other. It is the high-
.eft and moft inland parifh in Scotland.

Produce—The vegetable produce is oats and barley, rye,
and potatoes.  The ground on the river fide, if allowed to
wemain out of culture 3 years, yiclds excellent crops of black
and white oats, ‘without any manure. When prepared for
barley, it requires a very great guantity of compoft manure.
“The number of black cartle in the parith may probably be
computed at abort 160c. The ground is laboured by hor-
des, generally of the couatry breed, of a middling fize, and
wery hardy. Informer times, it was ufual to fend many of
them to market ; but now the pariih hardly raites a {ufficient
number for labouring the ground, owing to the intredudtion
of fheep, and cenfequently the advanced value of hill- grafs,
The average quantity of meal made in the parith, jn sordi-
mary good years, is 2450 bolls ; but the crop of 1782 did
aot exceed 850 bolls, The theep-farmes in this perith are
aot above four or five. Thele theep-farms at prefent fup-
port about 12,000. The other farms, on which there are «
mixture of black cattle, fheep, and horfes, will not fupport
above 2000 fheep. In whole, there are about 20,0ca {heep
in the parith. People in general judge it more proficable to
reduce their number of black cattic, and, as much as poi-
fible, to increafe their theep. The bel and largeft wedders
fell from 12 to 1§ or 16 s.; and an ordinary wedder, of the
{mallelt kind, which the gencral run of tenantry rear, fells

frome
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from 7to 9s. Six years ago, thefe latter would not have
brought above §s. or 4s5. 6d. Wool fells, unwarthed, from
7s. 6d. to 8s. a flone; fmeared, or tarry wool, about
55 3d. or5s. 6d.aftone. A Highland ftot that, about
20 or 30 years ago, would not have brought above 20
pounds Scots, will now fell from L. 3 to L. 4 Sterling.
Milk cows, that, within thefe 12 years, would have been fold
at L.3:3:0, or L. 3:10:0, will now bring from L.4 to
L. 6. Horfes that fold, 10 or 12 years ago, at L.2:10:0,
or L. 3:10: 0, will now bring in the country L. 5 or L. 6.
The vegetable produce of the land is not fufficient to fup-
port its inhabitants.

Improvements.—TFarmers have at laft found out the advan-
tage of inclofures, and the comfort of good habitations 3 for
which the proprictors are difpofed to make a reafonable al.
lowance. At the end of a leafe, the tenant is allowed melio-
ration-money, for dykes, dwelling-houfes, and offices, to their
full extent.

Rent of the Parifh, and Proprictors.—There are only two
proprietors, His Grace the Duke of Gordon, and Colonel
WIPherfon of Cluny. The Duke of Gordon’s valued rent is
L.1202:0:9 Scots; Colonel M¢Pherfon’s L. 599 Scots.

Population.—In the return made by Dr VVebﬁet\‘, in the
year 1753, of the popnlation of Luggan, the number was
i521 fouls, and, at the clofc of laft year, the number was

1512,

Abfiralt of births and marriages from the year 1780 to

1790, inclufively.

Years,



- of Luggan, ‘149

Years. Births. ~ Marriages,
1780 39 9
1781 32 8
1782 57 9
1783 34 17
1784 47 9
1785 40 9 27 burials,
1786 35 1
1787 41 7
1788 36 12
1789 35 9
1790 38 11
434 ror|

The yearly average of baptifms and marriages, from the
above abftrad, will be about 40 baptifms and ¢ marriages.
But, as there are 250 Catholics in the parifh, which is a 6th
of the whole, the average may be laid proportionally higher.

Quality of Farmers.—The parifh is let to three defcrip-
tions of people. Gentlemen farmers, confifting of half-pay
officers and graziers, chicfly thofe who are profefledly fhep-
herds ; and the lower clafs of people, who pay from L. 3 to
L. 6, yearly rent, which are the more numerous clafs, The
gentlemen pay from L. 30 to L. 100 Sterling. Sheep-farms
pay from L.6o to L. 190, yearly rents. Farms in general
{feem to be on the rife, from the numerous and advanced of-
fers that are made for every farm which is out of leafe, as the
fame kind of fheep-farms only feem capable of bearing any
confiderable advance of rent. The value of fuch ground as
js calculated for rearing fheep does not feem yet to be fully

pnderftood ; but peopls in general entertain a high idea of
o its
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its value. A farm which, about 12 years ago, paid only L. 30
rent to the Commiflioners of the Annexed Eftates, has
been fince let by the helder of it to an Airfhire fhepherd
at L. 190, and it is ftill thought a good bargain. The Duke
of Gordon has not as yet thewn any great difpofition to let
his lands to fhepherds; that nobleman is attached to his
people, and fond of nourithing and rearing them.

Church, Stipend, Patron, {&c.—In the year 1785, there
was a commodious church built, in the centre of the parith,
at a very confiderable expence. The glebe at prefent lets
at near L. 12 Sterling. The Duke of Gordon is patron of the
parith. The minifter lives near the church, upon a coma
modious farmj and the heritors allow him L. 20 Sterling,
in lieu of a manfe, till one is built. "Lhe money ftipend is
L. 5o Sterling.

Schools.—1In the middle of the parifh ftands the parochial
{chool, and {choolmafter’s houfe, under one roof, both fuff.
ciently commodious. The heritors allow the {choolmaftee ,
1500 merks of falary. The number of f{cholars attending
this {chool are from 5o to 80, and fometimes more. In the
weftern parts of the parith are two Socicty {chools ; one upon
the Dukec of Gordon’s eftate, and the other upon the eftate
of Cluny.

Servants and Labourers.—QOur bufinefs is managed and car-
ried on chiefly by houfe-fervants. There are a few who may
have one, fometimes two, of their fervants without the fa=
snily 3 but this never happens unlefs the fervant is a married
man, with a family. He receives from his mafter a hut to
live in; grafs for a cow; ground to fow a boll or two of
corn ; and a fmall fpot for planting 3 or 4 pecks of potatocs ;

with
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" with two pecks of meal a week. Sometimes, if he is better

than the ordinary run of fervants, he will, in addition to the
above, receive L. 1 Sterling in the year.

We generally get our labourers, that is to fay, dykers and
ditchers, from the north ; and a few can be had in the parifh,
They will earn from 1s. to 2s. 6d. = day. There is one
mafon, with two apprentices, in the parith ; five or fix wea-
vers y no fhoemakers regularly bred. The common people ’
make their own fhoes. There are three or four brogue-
makers, three houfe-carpenters, {even taylors, and one black-
fmith.

Ruins.— At the eaft end of Loch-laggan ftand the remains
of an old church dedicated to'St Kenneth. The greateft
part of the walls of that venerable edifice are ftill ftanding.
1t is furrounded by a confecrated burying ground, which is
fiill more ufed than any other. In the middle of the
Coilf More, a great wood on the fouth fide of the loch,
is a place called Arp Merigie, or the height on which
a ftandard was wont to be ereted. Here is a place held fa-
cred by the moft remote antiquity, and faid to be the burial-
place of feven kings of the antient Caledonians, It thould:
appear, from popular tradition, that thofe kings, or eminent
warriors, lived about the period when the Scots were driven
by the Picts beyond the Tay, and had their feat of govern-
ment at Dunkeld, It likewife appears, that of old this wag
a famous place for hunting; and indeed it continued to a-
bound in deer and roes till very lately, that the introdution
of fheep, with which thefe animals never mingle, has driven
them away. It is faid that the kings came always, with their
retinue and hounds, to hunt, for the moft part of the fum-
mer, on the banks of this loch, and in the neighbourhood.

This
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/This is rendered the more probable, from the vicinity of the
.parallel roads in Glenroy, already made known to the public,
which were evidently calculated for the purpofes of hunting,
and muft have been made by fome perfons of mare power and
confequence, than any ufually refiding in this country. In the
middle of the loch are two iflands, one of them much lefs than
the other. On the larger, are the fide-walls ftill remaining
of a very antient building, made of common round ftones, but
-cemented with mortar. This is faid to be the place where
the kings retired from hunting, and feafted on their game.
In the neighbouring ifland, which is called Ellan #° Cone, or,
The Yland of Dogs, and faid to be the place where their
hounds were confined, is alfo a wall ftanding of a fimilar
.building. In the middle of the parith, there is a rock, which
is upwards of 100 yards perpendicular, and- very difficult of
.accefs 3 yet, on the very fummit, there are confiderable re-
-mains of a fortification. The wall is built; outfide and in-
fide, with large flags, or broad ftones, without mortar. It is
upwards of three yards in thicknefs. The area will meafure
500 feet in length, and 250 in breadth.

N U M-
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NUMBERZR XIX.
YNITED PARISHES or BONKLE axp PRESTON.

(County of Berwick.)

By the Rev, Mr RoBerT DouGLas.

Name, Situation, Extent.

FYHE parithes of Bonkle and Prefton, were originally

two feparate parifhes, but are now united. Bonkle

is fuppofed to be derived from bona cella. It lies in the

county of Berwick, prefbytery of Dunfe, and {ynod of

Kelfo. It is nearly 3 {quare of fix miles, and contains 8,900
acres.

Soil.—In the high lands towards the Lammermoor hills,
the foil 1s thin, dry, heathy, and poor; but it has of late
been much improved by lime. The reft of the parith, and
particularly on the banks of the Whittater, confifts of a fine
fertile loam.

Air and Difeafes.—As in moly parts of the eaft of Scot-
land, the air is very healthy. Formerly the people” were
very {ubjet to agues in the {pring; but fince improvements
have commenced, and been carried to a very confiderable
ftate of perfettion, this difeafe has almoit totally difappeared.
This effet is attributed to the bogs and fivamps Bcing Arain.

¢d, and to the improvement of the furface,
VO.‘,“ IIL U Q_/(ai‘rit’h
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'.Q_uarrie;—'l‘here is whin flone in different parts, and
good free ftone quarries upon the banks of Whittater, both
very fit for building houfes, ‘and inclofing ground,

Minerals.— A copper mine was difcovered in Lord Dou-
glas’s eftate, at a fmall farm called Hoardweel. It was
wrought about twelve years ago, by an Englifh company,
and had a very promiling appearance, the ore being very
rich ; but, although the vein continued, it ceafed to bear
metal, and was abandoned. It is thought the trials made

to recover it were not {uflicient.

Land. Floods.—The river Whittater runs with gréat ra-
pidity, and at fome places rifes 15 feet perpendicular above
its ordinary channel, overflowing the haughs and carrymg

of great part of the foil. Attempts have been made by fc-
veral heritors to make barricadoes, but few of them have
“been fuccefsful. A very great flood happened in O&ober
177¢, which carricd down every brxdg(—:, excepting the bridge
at Prefton, in this panﬂu They have fince been xi'cb‘ullt at

very confiderable expence.

Catile and Shesp.—The cattle bred in this and the neigh-
bouring parifhes, particularly in the diftrict between this and
‘T'weed, are confiderable in point of number, and as large as
any bred in Scotland But pepplc of ﬂ{lll are of opinion,
that they are not {o good as our land can rear, nor of a kind
that fatten fpeedx Scme pu blxc {pirited gentlemen and
farmers, have of late purchafed, at very high prices, fome
fine bulls and cows, from the beft places, and beft breeders
4 Iogland. They have not yef, however, ‘become general.
The bulls are let out to the country at two guineas. Sheep
is she great ftaple of the low parts of this parifh, and of this

' ' . ~ county
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county in general. They are the Englith breed introduced
by Mr Bakewell, and fince carried on by the Meflrs Culleys,
and other eminent breeders, both in Northumberland, and
this county. The criterion of their goodnefs and fort, is
getting fooner and more eafily fat, than any other animal,
bearing a valuable fleece, and enriching the land upon which
they are fed. There are two different ages at which they
are fold ; the firft when they are about 18 months old, after
the firft fleece is taken off, when they are called dunmotts, at
which time they ulually fell from 24s. to 34s. The fecond
time is aftet their fecond fleece js taken off, when they are
called wedders of the fir/t bead, and are 28 months old, when
they fell from 32s. to 38s: each. The fleece weighs from
{even to eight pounds each, and fells from 4s. 6d. to gs.
The ewes are kept for breeders, and are fold, after having
three lambs, from 24s. to 34s. Thefe fheep are bought by
dealers; and driven to Morpeth market, where they are again
fold, and killed at Newcaftle, Shields, and Sunderland, for
the ufe of the coallieries and thipping ; and many are driven
to Yorkfthire, and farther fouth. The wool is fold to agents
from Leeds, and other manufadturing towns in Yorkfhire ;
fome is fhipped at Berwick for Aberdeenthire, and a {mall
quantity fent to Edinburgh and Stirling. The beft paf-
tures are appropriated for feeding fheep in fummer, and
they are moftly fed for five months in winter, upon turnip,
of which very large quantities are raifed. An acre of good
pafture, value a guinea, will fatten three; and the average
expence of turnip is 3d. per week, each fheep, when fed to
the higheft extent, which for the winter five months is §s.
each. It is computed that two ewes rear three lambs. High
prices are paid for the hire of rams of good breeds, viz.
from 10 to 30 guineas is common per feafon. Some have
paid double or more for the feafon of the beft bred rams.

Kach
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Each ram will impregnate from five to fix {core of ewes. It'®
a certain fact, that no animal follows the properties of the
male fo much as fheep ; and therefore, the breeder is fel-
dom difappointed. The higheft breed alfo bear the finet
wool, though not always the greateft quantity. Our farmers
pay as much attention to the breed of their (heep, as is paid
to the higheft breed of galloping horfes in England ; and- I
believe they bring much greater profit.

Agriculture—As foon as the crop is off the ground, and
fometimes before the fliocks are removed, they begin to
plough. They fow peafe as early as the feafon will permit;;
after that oats, and then barley-; and laftly turnip, which
commonly begins in the laft week of May, and finifhes by
the firft of July. They begin to reap in the laft week of
Auguft, and generally finith in the firft week of O&ober.

Marle and Lime.~~There is a great quantity of clay marle-
along the banks of the Whittater. It was formerly ufed as
a manure to’ great advantage, and poflefled at an average,
two-fifths of calcareous matter; but its operations are very
flow, though lafting, The obligations in the tenants leafes,
in regard to the rotation of crops, and the obligation of hav-
ing fo great a quantity in graft, at leaft for the laft 10 years
of a 21 year’s leafe, have induced the farmers to prefer lime
as a quick manure, though they are obliged to drive it 15
miles. Marle for raifing crops of corn will laft fix times
Jonger than lime.

Poor. —The poor ia this parifh, as well as every other in
this county, are maintained by an affeflment laid on by
the heritors themfclives, according to their feveral valued
rents, one half of which is paid by the heritors, and the

other
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other half by the tenants. There are no legacies, and tha
colleCtions are inconfiderable. There are no begging poor
allowed in this county. Two conftables are appointed with
falaries, whofe bufinefs is to go through the county, to at-
tend fairs, markets, and public meetings, and take up all
gypfies, tinkers, beggars, and diforderly perfons, who cannot
give a proper account of themfelves. They are carried be-
fore the neareft juftice of peace, who commits them to the
county jail for fome days ; they are then conduéted to the
extremity of the county, neareft their own refpective pa-
rithes; and befides the falary, the conftables have od. per
mile, for carrying them to jail, which expence is paid out of
the rogue money. By this inftitution the county is kept free
from beggars; and very few petty thefts are committed, as
people of that defcriptionr have conneltions together, and
know they can fcarcely efcape.

Fuel.—Before the introduction of improvements, the far-
mers, &c. burned turf, which were principally taken from
the Lammermoor hills. But,- fince improvements commen-
ced, and the people knew the value of their labour, nothing
but coal is ufed. It is all brought from Northumberland, at
a diftance of 15 miles, through very bad roads; and confe~
quently driven in fummer, when the Tweed is fordable.

Ploughs.—There are about. 5o ploughs in the parifh..
They are all chain' ploughs, and are drawn by two horfes,
without a driver.

Roads.—The roads- and bridges in this parifli are better
than in moft parts of this county, owing to its not being a
great thoroughfare, to'the vicinity of materials, and to the

attention to having the ftatute labour properly applied. The
roads
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foads, in the greateft and- beft parts of the county, are bad
beyond expreflion, and aré.a_reproach to this rich and thriv-
ing diftrict.

Farms, &c —The farms in this parifh are from L. 200 to
L. ¢oo a year. There are but few fmall farms. The whole
parith under the Lammermoor hills, as well as the whole
low parts of the county, are inclofed, principally with hedge
and ditch,

Population.—There has never been any record kept of the
population of this parith. Since the pradtice of letting large
farms, this parifh has decreafed confiderably in point of
numbers of the people. From an exadt ftate of the popula-
tion, taken November 1790, it ftands thus:

Number of families - 138
of perfons - 622
of males s 280

of females - 342
below 10 years - 160
from 10to 20 <+ 146
from 20to 50 - 231
from joto 70 94 .
from 70to0 100 - II
Seceders of all denominations - - 130
In Dr Webfter’s report the number of fouls is 6914

Stipend.—The minifter’s ftipend is 35 bolls of meal, 17
bolls 2 firlots of barley, and L.485 : 15 Scots; the glebe
would rent at L. 20 Sterling ; fo that the value of the ftipend
may amount to L. ge Sterling, yearly.

School,



of Bonkle and Prefton, 159

School.—The fchoolmafter’s falary, fchool-fees, and his emo-
Iuments as precentor and {effion-clerk, amount to L.12:16,
The heritors employ him for collecting the poor’s money,
and the ftatute road money ; and for thefe he has L. 3 : 15,
In this parifh there are no Roman Catholics or Epifcopa-
lians 3 no lawyers, writers, phyficians, furgeons, or apothe-
caries.

NU M-
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NUMBER XX

TUNITED PARISHES OF LOCHGOIL.-HEAD
AND KILMORICH.

(County of Argyle.)

By the Rev. Mr Ducar M‘Dovcar.

Name.

HE old name of this parith- was Ki/ nam bratbairs-
Kill, which, in the Gaelic language, fignifies, 2 fpot of
ground upon which a church or chapel was built. The ground
within the chapel, and adjacent, was employed as a burying-
place, and ufually dedicated to the memery of {ome favour-
ite faint. K/ is fuppofed to be derived from the Latin cel/a ;
brathair means a brother ; and Kilnam brathairan, the boufe
and facred ground of the brethren s from which it appears, that
Lochgoil-head was ance the refidence of fome religious order
or fraternity ; but no tradition exifts with regard to the na-
ture of the eftablifhment. During the laft 200 years, the
parifh has been generally known by the mame of Lochgoil-
Pead, from Lochgoils an arm of the fea ; at the head of which
the church is fituated.

Hiflory.—The parifh of Lochgoil-head, of old, was very
extenfive, and comprehended not only Kilmorich, but alfo
the greateft part of Kilmaglafs, now called Strachur. 1n the
times of Popery, and of Prelacy, Lochgoil-head was an arch-
deanery 5 and, not only the revenues of Locbgoil#h,ead itfelf,

which
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which were then very confiderable, but part of the tithes of
feveral other parifhes, contributed to fupport the dignity ot
the arch-dean. The reformation of religion in Scotland‘,
however neceflary and beneficial in general, was produttive
of one evil, which could not readily be fuppoled to refult
from fuch a revolution. At that aera, at leaft two thirds of
the places formerly eftablithed for public worthip were fup=
prefled.  Under the church of Rome, the people, every
where, had ealy accefs to the places where they were to per-
form their devotions, and to receive religious inftruction. But,
after the Reformation, owing to the fcarcity of the Proteftant
preachers, and to the avarice of the Reformers, (particularly
the laymen who conduéted that revolution), fo few places
of worfhip were permitted, and thefe confequently fo di-
ftant from one another, and fo divided by mountains, rivers,
and arms of the fea,l as to render it extremely difficult, and
fometimes impoffible, for the minifters to perform the duties
of their office, or for the people to attend on their in-
firutions, This was particuiarly the cafe in the province of
Argyle. 1In order to remedy thefe inconveniencies, an att of
parliament pafled, anuo 1649, empowering certain perfons to
disjoin the old, and to ere& new, parifhes in that province.
In confequence of thefe powers, the commiflioners difimeni-
bered the old parith of Lochgoil-head, and formed it into
three {eparate and independent cures. One of thefe in the
prefent parifh of Strachur; Kilmorich was another; and the
mother church made the third, which, from its firnation,

retained the old name.

Situation and Extent,—This parilh is fituated in the county
and fynod of Argyle, and in the preibytery of Dumoon, It
is about 3o miles long, and from 6 to 20 miles broad. This
is excluflive of a diftri& belonging to it of 5 miles in length,
which is annexed; quead farra, to the parifhh of Inveraray.

Vor. IIL X Figure

'
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Figure and Surface—Of the figure of this parifh it is in;.
poflible to give any adequate defcription, as it is interfected
by three arms of the fea, divided by mountains, and indent-
ed by creeks and promontories. The eaft part of it is fitua-
ted on the weftward of Loch-long, an arm of the fea, which
ftrikes off from the Trith of Ciyde, at firft in a north,
and afterwards in a north-caft direction, and feparates the
counties of Argyle and Dumbartan. It is about 24 miles in
length ; but the par_ith of Lochgoil-head opcupiés no more
than 12 miles of its coaft. Lechgoil is a fmal] arm of the
fea, which firikes off from Lochlong, in a north-weft direc-
tion, and inter{c@s the fouth divifion of the parifh for §
miles. ‘T'he north-weft part of the parith is divided in the
fame manner by Lochfine. Upan the weft fide of Loch-
long, and upon both fides of Lochgoil, the coaft is bold and
iteep, and the hills high and craggy. The fhore, upon both
fides of Loch fine, as far as this parith extends, is more flat
and acceffible ; the land is very high, but not {o rocky or
fteep. The barrennefs of the ground along the coafts of
Loch-goil and Loch-long is partly concealed ; and the tre-
menduous wildnefs of the fcene, agreeably diverfified by ex.
tenfive natural woods, which cover the land near the coaft,
and rife to av confiderable diftance from the {hore. --To a
perion who is rowed up Loch-goil in a calm fummer day, and
who is not accuflomed to fee the ftrong features of nature,
swhich prevail in this country, the appearance of the objects
around Liwn, muft be uncommonly firiking. The furface of
+he country in general is very unequal ; fome of the moun-
tains, which form the weftern extremity of the Grampian
Lille, are fituated in this parith. Particularly, Bein una,
o called from the richnefs of its grafs; Bein-an-locham, from
+he frefh water lake which wafhes its bafe ; Bein luibhain, a-
tennding in herbs 3 Bein thiolaire, temarkable for its {prings

and
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dnd water-crefles; and Bein Donich, called after a faint
of that name. Thefe, and fome other hills in this parifh,
tife to a great height. Their altitude has never been exactly
afcertained ; bur, if we may judge from their appearance, and
from the experience of thofe who frequently afcend them,
none of them is much lower, and fome of them are rathier
‘higher, than Bein-lemmen, the height of which is well known.
Some of thefe mountains are interfperfed with huge rocks,
caverns, and frightful precipices; in others, fcarce a rock is
to be feen. Lill of late, they were covered with black
heath ; but, fince they have been chiefly paftured with fheep,
they begin to exhibit the pleafing appearance of verdure;
and fome of them are already green to the very tops. The
low lands and valleys form a delightful variety in the
{urface of this parifh, After {urveying extenfive wilds, and
barren rocks, which prefent nothing bat delolation and foli-
tude, the eye is greatly refrefhed, by the appearance of fmall
cultivated fpots of plain ground, upon the coaft, and in the
valleys, which bring back the pleafing ideas of fhelter; of in-
duifiry, and of population.

Soily and Climate.—~The {oil in the hills is, for the moft
part, thin, dry, and firm to the tread of cattle. The high
glens are generally wet and fpungy, and, in fome places, a-
bound with deep mofs. The land, upon the coaft, is light,
tharp, and fandy; and fome of the low valleys are rich and
fertile. The face of the heavens is generally louring and
cloudy ; a ferene fky is feldom to be feen:  ‘The tops of the
mountains are moft frequently covered with clouds, and, du-
ring winter, with fnow. The rain is heavy, and frequent,
The winds, prevented from a free circulation, rufh through
the glens with irrefiftible violence; and, at the bottom of

high
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high hills, and in narrow valleys, the tranfitions of heat and
cold are fudden and exceflive.

Difeafes.—Notwithftanding the moift and changeable na-
ture of the climate, the people, in general, enjoy good
health, and very few difeafes are known among them. The
conftant, but moderate exercife, which is neceflary for fhep-
herds, and the fea-air enjoyed by fithers, are favourable to
health. To thefe circumftances it may be added, that the
people are not crouded together in towns or villages, every
family having a complete, and, in general, a comfortable ha-
bitation for itfelf. The difeafe, of which the people chiefly
complain, is the rheumatifm, owing to the moifture of the
climate, and to their manner of living, which expofes them
daily to the changes of the weather. Extraordinary inftan-
ces of longevity cannot be boafted of. There are, however,
at prefent, in the pari(h, 16 perfons above 8o, and 4 of thefe
above go years of age. There is one man, in particular,
who is 93 ; and who not only enjoys health, and the exer-
cife of his mental faculties, but alfo firength {fufficient to
drefs his little garden and potatoe ground.

Alines and Minerals.—The rocks and flones in this coun-
try are chiefly moor-ftone, and fpar. Thefe two fubftan-
ces are fometimes found feparate, but are moft frequently
conjoined in the fame mafs. Spar is found in a great variety
of fo}ms ; in fome, it is tranfparent and pure ; in others, it
is of 2 marble hue 3 and it finks, in {fome, to a mere earthy
appearance. There is alfo fome granite 3 but this fubftance
is not found in any great quantities. There are feveral quar-
ries of lime ftone ; but, owing to the badnefs of the roads,
and the difficulty of communication between the different
parts of the parifh, they are of no fervice, except to the

people
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people who live in the immediate neighbourhood. In gene-
ral, it is found cheaper to bring lime-ftone from Ireland ;
but the quantity of-lime ufed in this country is very incon-
fiderable. There is a lead mine near the head of Loch-fine,
but it has never been wrought., Some years ago,a company,
who were concerned in lead-mines in other parts of Argyle-
fhire, fent perfons to open up and examine the place, in this
parifh, where the lead was {uppofed to exift. Thefe perfons
found, that there was a lead mine, and carried away fome of
the ore 5 which, upon trial, was found to contain a greater
proportion of filver than any lead ore in the weft of Scot-
. land. The company were upon terms with the proprictor
" for a leafe of the mines, but no bargain was concluded.

Caves,—Among the rocks in this parifh, there are a great
number of natural caves, vaults, and grottos, of different
forms and dimenfions. One of thefe caves is fituated a little
below a very high and tremendous rock, from which a
great number of {maller rocks {feem to have been torn, either
by lightening, or by fome convulfion of the earth ; probably
by the former, as lightening produced a fimilar effect, a few
years ago, in another part of the country. Among thefe
fmaller rocks is the cave already mentioned. The entry to
it is in the form of an arch, about 4 feet high, and 3 broad.
The cave itfelf is very {pacious, of a circular figure, but not
perfeCtly regular. It is more than 7o feet in circumference.
and about ro feet in height. All around the cave there are
{maller vaults, refembling cellars ; and, from one part of it,
a narrow paflage leads to a {mall apartment, not unlike a
fleeping chamber. “The cave is covered above by a great
number of large rocks, which appear to have been thrown
upon one another without any order or regularity ; within, it
is perfeCtly dry, but rather dark, having no light but what

it
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it receives through the paffage already mentioned. This
cave is remarkable for having been the fanGuary of one of
the lairds of Ardkinglafs; who, according to the tradition
of the country, having been defeated and opprefled by fome
powerful neighbour, was obliged to conceal himfelf, and a
few followers, in this cave for a whole year; during which
time his vaffals and tenants found means to fupply him
with provifions fo fecretly, that his retreat was not difcover-
ed by the enemy. It is called, from this incident, Usmb
mbei Sain Reoich *. But the moft remarkable of all the nu-
merous caves in this country, is one which is called Uamb
na plundarain. In the face of a fieep hill there is a fmall
area between two rocks. At the bottom of this areais a
fmall opening, the mouth of which is covered, and concealed
from the eye by thick heath and ferns. This narrow and
troublefome paffage, through which a perfon of an ordinary
fize is with great difficulty able to creep, is about 6 feet -
long, and leads to a fmall fubterraneous apartment, about
10 feet long, 6 broad, and 8 high. Four feet above the
bottom of this cave, is a fmall opening, between two rocks,
which muft be afcended by a ladder ; and which leads to a
fecond apartment, about 15 feet long, 12 feet high, and of
an irregular breadth. To this place it will be neceffary to
bring a candle, or lanthorn, as it is perfectly dark. From this
there is a narrow and rugged paflage to a third apartment,
which is alfo dark. This place is about 24 feet in length, 15
in breadth, and as many in height. The rocks all around
are covered with petrified water. The bottom, which is alfo
rock, is perfectly dry. Two large rocks meeting cover it a-
bove, exadlly like the roof of a howfe. Beyond this, there is

another

* Hai Sain Reoich; the fin of Sawarthy Fobn ; the patronymis
name of the family of Ardkinglafs,
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another dark cave, nearly of the fame dimenfions with
the firft. Thefe, and a great many other fubterraneous a-
partments, in this parith, were, in former times, often the
refidence of a banditti, who committed depredations on the
neighbourhood. They were alfo of great fervice in prefer-
ving the perfons, and the property, of the inhabitants, du-
ring the deadly feuds, and predatory wars, which prevail-
¢d of old in this country. A few years before the Revolu-
tion, the powerful families of Argyle and Athol were attach-
ed to oppofite parties in the ftate; in confequence of this,
and prompted to revenge by the memory of former injuries,
the vaffals of the latter made an irruption into Argyle-ihire.
Upon that occafion, the inhabitants of this parifh retreated,
with their wives, their children, and the moft valuable part
of their portable effelts, to their caves, their ftrong-holds,
and hiding places, from whence they furprifed the enemy in
{everal fuccefsful fallies, but could not prevent them from
burning many houfes, nor from carrying away and deftroying

much cattle,

Arztiqluz'tie.r.-——Tbere are three caftles in this parith. The
caftle of Dunduramh * is a large and ftrong tower, of an
inregular figure, with fmall turrets above the angles in the
wall ; but, as it is built in a low fituation, it could only be
a defence againft the curfory attacks of hoftile neighbours,
or of thieves and robbers, who fought for plunder, and,
when repulfed, fled away. Above the gate of the caftle is
the following infcription :

1596.

* Donduramb, the Fort of the two Oars. This caftle was built
clofe to the fea ; and, as the accefs to it by land was in thefe
times very bad, the moft frequent communication would pro.

bably be by boats.



168 - Statiftical Account
1596.
7. MAN. BEHOLD. THE. END. OF. ALL. BENOUGHT.

WISER. THAN. THE. HIESTES. I. TRUST. IN GOD.

The caftle of Ardkinglafs * is compofed of three feparate
towers, each of them fronting an area within. The {pace,

‘between the towers, is defended by a ftrong wall, about 15

feet high. In the courfe of this wall is the great gate, which
is defended by fmall round turrets in flank, with apertures,
through which thofe who aflailed the gate might be annoy-
ed with arrows, or with fmall fire-arms. The gate is alfo
defended by a {mall tower, immediately above it, called the
gate-tower.  Around the area, and within the walls, are
fmaller buildings, for lodging fervants, for holding arms,
and for ftorehoufes and cellars. This caftle, is alfo built
in a low fituation, and could not ftand out againft a regular
inveftment. The time in which this caftle was built is not
known ; but there is certain evidence of its having been re-
paired in the year 1586. The old refidence of the family of
Ardkinglafs, of which the ruins can now fcarcely be traced,
was at a {mall diftance from the prefent caftle, but in a more
commanding fituation. The place of greateft antiquity, and

firength,

* Ardkinglafs, probably Aird achoinghlaifs, the refidence of the
gray dog. The great extent of plain ground around Ardking-,
lafs permitted the proprietors to indulge in the pleafures of the
chace, the favourite amufement of the times. Aird generally
means the refidence of a great family ; it feems to exprefs the
fame meaning which the word place conveys in fome parts of
the low country of Scotland. .4rd fignifies Aigh. In former
times, powerful families ufually built in high fituations, parti-
cularly on promontories, for defence ; and the name is ftill con-

tinued, though the circumftance which firlt gave rife to it has
ceafed to exilt. :
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firength, in this diftri@, is the caftle of Carrick *. This
gaftle is built upon a rock, which was formerly furrounded
by the fea, by ‘means of a deep ditch. The entry to the
caftle from the land, was by a draw-bridge, which was de-
fended by a ftrong wall, and two {mall towers. The caitle
itfelf, is of an oblong figure, but not perfectly regular, as the
architets in laying the foundation, kept in fome places by
the very edge of the rock ; it is 66 feet long, and 38 broad,
over walls, the fide wall is 64 feet high, and 7% feet thick.
Between the caftle and the fea, there is a part of the rock
unoccupied, which was furrounded by a high and ftrong
wall, built round the edge of the rock, within this fpace 100
men might conveniently ftand, for the defence of the cattle,
if it was attacked by fea. Before the invention of gun-
powder, the caftle of Carrick could only be taken by fur-
prife; it was fcarcely poﬁ’ible to ftorm it, nor could it be
taken by blockade, as it had always a free communication
with the fea, for a veflel of any burden will fwim along the fide
of the rock., The time in which this caftle was built, does
not feem to be afcertained: It can be traced up as far as the
end of the 15th century, but it is probably much older. The
tradition of the cquntry is, that it was built by the Danes,
It was a King’s houfe, and the Duke of Argyle is heritable
keeper of it. It was burnt by the Atholmen. Nothing now
remains but the walls ; and thefe are not entire.

Woods.—In all the mofles in this country, even in thofe
on the tops of the hills, trunks of trees of various kinds are
found, and there is no doubt that this country was once
much covered with timber. Old people ftill remember fe-
veral extenfive woods, wherc. there is not now the veftige of

Vor. IIL. ¥ a

* Cdrraig, a Rock,
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a'tree. The great objed, for a long time, was to clear the’
ground, and to prepare it for pafture and tillage ; but this
fyfitem was carried too far: Timber has become fo fcarce, and
fo valuable, that in a confiderable part of fuch a country as
this, the woods yield a greater profit than any thing elfe
which the lands can produce. The natural woods, there-
fore, are now regularly cut, and preferved with care; and
there is a great number of trees planted yearly in different
places. The natural woods confift of afh, alder, hazel, and
birch, but moftly oak ; and there are feveral plantations,
(particularly a very extenfive one at the family place of Ard-
kinglafs) of Scots and filver fir, larix, plain, beech, elm, and
lime. The natural and planted timber in this parith, yields
the proprietors of the land about L. 5oo Sterling yearly ; if
the woods were cut down, the ground whith they occupy,
even though perfellly cleared, would not pay the half of
that rent.

Agriculture.—As this parifh was never meafured, it is im-
poflible to afcertain the number of arable acres in it with
any exactpefs. It is believed, however, that the propertion
of arable Tand to-the reft of the parith, is as one to fifty.
There was more grain raifed in this country formerly than
at prefent : The inhabitants of old were in ufe to delve, or
dig the ground, a great way up the face of very fteep hills,
and the ridges can be traced at this day ; at prefent, there is
very little ground in tillage, but what is ploughed 5 and fuch
is the inattention of the people to- agriculture, and fo tena-
cious are they of old cuftoms, that they continue to ufe the
ftrong heavy Scots plough, which requires two men and
four horfes, though the ground, in general, is neither ftrong
nor ftoney. Jome of the tackfmen are beginning to ufe the
light Englifh plough, by which they fave the expence of a

man
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mau and two horfes. This country, however, is in every re-
Spedt ill adapted for tillage; there is very little land capable
of being ploughed, little fun-fhine to ripen, or dry weather to
preferve the crops. The prefent fowing of this very extens
{ive parifh, is only 230 bolls of oats, and 25 bolls of bear.
The {mall quantity of grain that is fown, does not yicld good
veturns ; .oats generally vield three {eeds and a half, and bear
from four to five feeds; nor will the ground produce even
thefe fcanty crops, without conftant manure,  Qats are fown
from the 6th to the 26th of April, and bear the fecond and
third weeks of May. The harvelt begins in September, and
the crops are feldom completely fafe before the end of O&o-
ber; in wet feafons the harvelt is flill later. Potatoes are
much cultivated, and they produce plentifully ; there are
about 150 bolls planted annually. The hay harveft, how-
ever, is the moft important, and eccupies the attention, and

the labour of the people, more or lefs, from the end of July
to the end of October,

Fiyfb—There are in this parifh two fimall water lakes,
which afford abundance of trout, of a {mall fize, but of a mofk
delicious tafte and flavour; thefe trouts are killed with the rod,
and take the hook readieft in the months of May and June.
In the rivers Goil, Fine, and Lopg, there are burn trouts of dif-
ferent fizes, and near the coaft, {ea trout and falmon. ILoch.
fire, Loch-long, and Loch-goil, abound in great variety of
excellent fith ; at all feafons of the year, there are haddocks,
whitings, and codlings ; they are killed either with the hand
line, or with the long line. The haddocks in Loch-goil arc
more numercus, and of alarger fize, than in thofe parts of
Loch-fine, and Loch-long, which belong to this parith. In
confequence of the ready accefs from Loch-vgoil, and Loch-long,
t0 Greenock, Port-Glafgow, Glalgow, and Paifley, confider-

able
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able fums of money might be made of this fithing, and many
hands might be employed, \ﬁth great benefit'to the country;,
and advantage to the inhabitants H efpecially in the winteé
and fprmg {eafons, when frefh fith of every kind, muft bring
a great price in thefe populous towns, It muft be confeﬂ'ed

that this field of mduﬁry bas been much neglefted ;5 and it
was not till of late, after fome people from Nairn began to
fith in thefe lochs, that thc inhabitants of the country were
{enfible of the plenty, which Providence has placed ‘withia
their reach. 'They are now beginning, and only beginning,
to beflow more attention on this kind of fithing, but not
fuch as its importance deferves. In the end of {pring, and in
{fummer, there are feveral falmon ﬁﬂxcricé, on the coafts of
the three lochs {0 often mentioned ; but the quantity of fal-
mon killed is very inconfiderable. A few fhoals of mackerel,
ufually come in to Loch-goil, and Loch long, in the months
of June and juljr. What fith is killed is fent to Glafgow,
Greenock, &c. " 'Before the middie of May the falmon gives
trom 10d. to 8d. the pound, and after that 6d. Mackerel,
being a fith which is only got occafionally, never fails to
bring a great pficc ; a mackerel generally brings from 1} d.
to 2d.. But the fifh which is of the greateft general good;
in this country, and in every country where it is found int
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