THE JACOBITE OFFICERS IN FRANCE.

ArtEn the affairs of James VII. had become utterly despe-
rate in Scotland, and no longer afforded the faintest encou-
ragement to any attempt for his restoration, about one hun-
dred and fifty of the officers who had served with Viscount
Dundee till the battle of Killiecrankie, and who had after-
wards made vaiv efforts to retrieve the cause for which he
had fought and fallen, obtained the concurrence of King Wil-
liam’s government to expatriate themselves to France, and
there in sorrow and chivalry to share the fortunes of their
dethroned and exiled master. When they landed in France,
they were seat to Lisle, Burburgh, Arras, and other towns
in French Flanders, where they were supported and pen-
sioned at the expense of the French government, according
to the rank they respectively held in Dundee’s army. Not-
withstanding the reverses of Louis XIV., which impaired his
finances, he continued his benefactions to these faithful ad-
herents of King James ; but as, from the loss of the French
fleet at La Hogue and Cherburgh, and other misfortunes,
they considered that the French King would not be in a
condition, for a considerable time at least, to aid in the re-
storation of James, and as they did not wish any longer to be
a burden on the French government without performing
duty, they unanimously resolved to make a proffer of their
services to Louis, and requested permission of James to
allow them to form themselves into a company of private
soldiers, under the command of such officers as they them-
selves might choose,
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In making this application to King James, they assured
him that their only motive in doing 30, was a desire to be as
independent as the nature of their situation would admit of,
aod that they were ready and willing to fulfil all the duties
required of common soldiers, until the course of events
should enable his Majesty to recall them to his service. The
King, while he commended their loyalty, and approved of
the motive which actuated them, gave a decided negative to
the proposal. It was impossible, he observed, that gentle-
men who had been accustomed to command, and who bhad
been brought up in easy circumstances, could brook such
service, and undergo tbe hardships which always attended
the duty of a private soldier; that having himself, when an
officer in France, commanded a company of officers, he could
speak from experience of the insuperable difficulties which
were opposed to the step they proposed to take, some of the
officers he commanded having soon died from fatigue, while
others, wearied and disgusted with the service, sought for
and obtained their @ischarges, so that the company soon
dwindled away almost to nothing, and he got no reputation
by the command. For these reasons he begged them to
abandon the project. The officers, howerer, intent on their
purpose, ultimately succeeded in obtaining James’s consent
to their being enrolled as a volunteer corps of private sen-
tinels. The Earl of Duofermline was pitched upon for
captain, but partly by the entreaties of King James, who
wished to have a nobleman of such tried fidelity and discre-
tion near his person, and partly by the intrigues of the court
of St. Germains, the Earl was induced to decline the com-
mand. ‘This was an unfortunate circumstance, as the officer
who was selected in place of the Earl did not act fairly
towards the company.

Before proceeding to the station assigned to them by the
French government, the officers repaired by invitation to St.
Germains, to spend a few days before taking leave of King
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James. Here an occurrence took place, which, though pro-
bably intended by the officers as a jocular demonstration,
made & deep impression upoy the mind of the King.
Understanding that James was to hunt in the royal demesnes
in the neighbourhood of St. Germains, one morning, the
officers, without any notice of their intention to the court,
appeared early in the garden through which James had to
pass, drawn up in a line, and dressed and accoutred as French
soldiers. Somewhat surprised at the appearance of a body
of troops in the garden at such an early hour, and little sus-
pecting that the men whom he saw, clothed in the garb of
common French soldiers, were his own officers, he had the
curiosity to inquire who these men were, and on being in-
formed that these were the gentlemen who had abandoned
their country for his sake, he was seized with grief at the
destitute situation in which be now beheld them, and instead
of proceeding to enjoy the pleasures of the chase, retired to
his palace to give vent to his sorrow.

In a few days thereafter, previous ® their departure for
the south of France, whither they were ordered to march,
about seventy of these officers were reviewed in the garden
by King James, who, at the conclusion of the review, addressed
them as follows :—* Gentlemen,~~My own misfortunes are
not so nigh my heart as yours. It grieves me beyond what
I can express, to see so many brave and worthy gentlemen,
who had once the prospect of being the chief officers in my
army, reduced to the station of private sentinels. Nothing
but your loyalty, and that of a few of my subjects in Britain,
who are forced from their allegiance by the prince of Orange,
and who, I know, will be ready on all occasions to serve me
and my distressed family, could make me willing to live. The
sense of what all of you have done and undergone for your
loyalty hath made so deep an impression on my heart, that if
ever it please Giod to restore me, it is impossible I can be
forgetful of your services and sufferings. Neither can there
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be any posts in the armies of my dominions but which you
have just pretensions to. As for my soun, your prince, he is
of your own blood,~a child capable of any impression, and
as his education will be from you, it is not supposable that
he can forget your merits. At your own desire, you are now
going a long warch, far distant from me. I bave taken care
to provide you with money, shoes, stockings, and other neces-
saries. Fear God, and love one another. 'Write your wants
particularly to me, and depend upon it always to find me
your parent and king.” When he had done speaking, he
went to the head of the line, and passiog along, stopt and
conversed with every individual officer, asked his name, which
he immediately noted down in his pocket-book. Resuming
his former position, he took off his hat, and praying God to
bless and prosper them, he made a most gracious bow, and
retired. Overcome by his feelings, he returned a second
time, made another bow, and burst into tears. The officers,
to testify their sense of this mark of royal sympathy, kuelt
simultaneously down, and bowing their heads, remained for
some time motionless and in profound silence, with their
eyes fixed upon the ground. On rising, they passed before
his majesty with the accustomed honours. About a month
after, another division, consisting of fifty officers, was reviewed
by James, who noticed them in a similar manner.

Perpignan in the south of France, to which these volun-
teers were appointed to march, is about nine bundred miles
from St. Germains; but great as the distance was, they bore
the difficulties of the march with extraordinary fortitude and
patience. These difficulties were, however, greatly alleviated
by the kind atteptions which were paid to them by the
magistrates and leading men of the different towns and vil-
lages through which they passed, all of whom interested
themselves to provide them with the best accommodation, by
billetting them on the richest inbabitapts. The affability of
their deportment, their sufferings, their disinterestedness, and
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the singularity of their situation, made them favourites wher-
ever they came, and the history of the Scottish gentlemen
volunteers became the general theme of admiration. They
were noticed in a particular manner by the young ladies,
crowds of whom were to be seen every morning walking on
the parade to take a parting glance at the unfortunate stran-
gers. :
When they arrived at Perpignan, they went to the house
-of Lieutenant-General Shaseron, before which they drew up
in line. Hearing of their arrival, the whole ladies in the
town assembled “ to see so many worthy gentlemen, for their
loyalty and honour, reduced to the unhappy state of private
sentinels,” These ladies were affected to tears on beholding
this gallant band ; and, commiserating the destitute situation
of the unfortunate strangers, they presented the commanding
officer, according to common report, with a purse of two
hundred pistoles for their behoof, but which, it is asserted,
was kept up by the officer to whom it was intrusted. Hav-
ing spent all their money on their march, and finding the
daily pittance of three pence, and a pound and a half of
bread, the pay and allowance of a common soldier, quite
inadequate for their support, they were obliged to dispose of
their scarlet clothes, laced and embroidered vests, shirts,
watches, and rings, which were exposed occasionally for
public sale in the streets of Perpignan and Canet, from
November 1692, to the first of May, 1693, when .they went
to camp.

From Perpignan the corps marched to Canet, on the coast
of the Mediterranean, where they were incorperated with
another body which had arrived there some time ‘before
them. At Canet the officers laid aside their usual dress, and
put on the French uniform. They were then instructed in
the French exercise ; and by the modesty of their demeanour,
and the patience with which they underwent the fatigues of
drill, they excited the sympathy of the French officers, who
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treated them with very great respect and attention. About
the middle of March, 1693, they were joined by a company
under Major Rutherford, and by a corps of veterans, under
Captain John Foster, who had served in Dumbarton’s regi-
ment. The meeting of these different bodies tended greatly
to alleviate their common sufferings, as they occasionally
kept up a social intercourse, drinking whenever they met to
the health of the king, and devising plans for his restoration.

Before these different companies were marched into camp,
they were ordered to return to Perpignan to be reviewed by
Marshal de Noailles. Their appearance, on the morning of
their march from Canet, was extremely affecting, as they had
now no longer any part of their former dress remaining, and
were so completely metamorphosed, that they could not be
distinguished from the common soldiers of the country. The
marshal was so well pleased with the appearance of the vol
unteers when passing in review, that he ordered them to
march before him a second time, and presented them with a
mule, which cost him fifty pistoles, to carry their tents. The
officers observing some of the inhabitants of Perpignan, who
attended the review, wearing the apparel which they had
purchased from them, amused themselves with jocular re-
marks on the appearance of the burgesses in their *old
clothes,”

After the review was over, the corps returned to Canet
the same evening, where they remained some days; and on
the first of May, 1698, they began their march for Spain to
join the army which invested the city of Roses. In their
march across the Pyrenean mountains, they suffered very
much from fatigue, as they were obliged to carry their pro-
visions, kettles, tent-poles, pins, and other utensils. They
arrived at the French camp at Roses on the 20th of May,
ad immediately entered upon the service of the siege. As
the besieging army was wholly unprovided with pioneers, the
officers volunteered to act as such ; and in that capacity they
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employed themselves in the fatiguing and hazardous duty of
hewing wood, making fascines, and raising batteries againat
the town. In addition to this labour, they also joined vol-
unteer foraging parties, in which service, particularly when
there was any probability of engaging parties of the enemy,
they mounted double the required complement of men.
They also took a share occasionally in the lighter duties of
piquets, as a relaxation from the heavier toils of the camp.
But grduous as these were, the Scotch officers, from their
cheerfulness and alacrity, would have surmounted them all,
if the unhealthiness of the climate had not speedily impaired
their constitutions. In the valley of Lampardo, where Roses
is situated, the water is so scarce and so muddy, and the cli-
mate so unhealthy for foreigners, that when Charles II. of
Spain heard that Marshal de Noailles had encamped his
army there, he said publicly at court that he wanted no army
to fight them, as the climate would fight for him. Besides
the unhealthiness of the climate, the Scotch officers had to
combat another enemy to thejr constitutions in the shape of
sardinas, horse-beans and garlic, which, with muddy water,
formed the only food they could obtain. The consequence
was, that in a short time many of them were seized with
fevers and fluxes. But although every entreaty was used by
some Irish officers with whom the climate and diet agreed
better, to induce them to return to Perpignan, and enter the
hospital, they insisted continuning in the camp, and perform-
ing the duty they had voluntarily undertaken.

The first occasion on which the officers distinguished
themselves, was in a sally which the Spaniards made from
the town. These officers, along with some detachments of
Irish, having mounted the trenches, the Spaniards made
several sallies out of the town into a field of barley; but
they were repulsed.by an equal number of the officers three
several times, who drove them back to the drawbridge which
they had crossed in presence of the French army and the
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garrisgn. A Frepch majgr-geperal, who.observed the strug-
gle, ,ukod (Colanel Scot, who commanded in the trenches,
why one d,ctgcblmnt Anly,bud attacked the ‘enemy and not
«the .others?  Withoyt returging a direct answer, Colonel
Scot told him, that the attagking party was eomponed of the
Scotch.officers, .apd that the others were Irlsh The major-
.genenal, intending, to pay a compliment to the Scou. observed
with a smile that, be had often heard that Scotland and Ire-
-land were two distinct klngdoms, but.be never knew the
difference. before. Such is the account given by the author
of ,the memoirs of . Dundeel officers, vhuch if true, shows
-thet the Frenchman was .ignorant of the character of Irish-
men, who certajply .are not bebmd any other nmation in
.bravery.

On, the-27th of May, Marshal de Noailles having deter-
-mioed.to make a_grand attack upon the town, notified his
.wish that a select body of volunteen should mount the
.trenches. .Qn .this, occgsion all the Scotch officers, along
.with. two other Scotch and two Irish companies, oﬂ"ere(i their
services. Among the Seotch was a company of grenadiers
.commanded . by Major Rutherford with which the great.er
-part.of. the officers was incorporated. [t fell F" the lot of
the grenadiers to pdvance. first towards the station a.sslgned
the volunteers gt the trenches ; but mstead of marching in a
direction to avoid . the fire.of the enemy, Major Rutherford
-with rash but- intrepid daring, led his men, d;rectly in front
of a-bastion where he wps exposed to ﬂle fire of several
pieces of cannon. . Colopel Brown, at, the head of the rest
of the volunteers, finding himself bound in hononr to follow
the example thus, set by Rutherford, was about followmg
him;; but.the French commander seeing the great danger to
whichthe latter had unpecessarily exposed himsel, sent one of
-his aid-des-casops, wish prders to_him to retrace his steps, and
advance .to his sfation .another way upder cover of the
treoches. - He,  accordingly,  tgok .another _direction and

L D
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posted himself at the station pointed out to him, which was
behind a trench near the town. Had he remained only six
minutes longer, his men would have beea all cut to pieces by
a tremendous fire which the enemy was ready to open upon
them. After Colonel Brown’s battalion had joined the posi-
tion assigned it, which was oo the left flank of the grenadier
company, a brisk fire was opened upon the town, by which a
breach was made in the walls. The besieged, apprehensive
of an immediate assault, beat a chamade, and offered to sur-
render the town on reasonable terms; but the marshal’s
demands were so exorbitant, that the governor of the city
refused to accede to them, and resolved to hold out in expec-
tation of more favourable terms being offered. The firing
was, thereupon, resumed on both sides with great fury, and
the city, in a short time, capitulated. Eight of the grenadiers
were killed, and Captain Ramsay, a brave officer, was shot
through both legs, and died in two days. Major Rutherford
also received a wound in his back, which proved fatal in three
days. In an interview which the governor had with Marshal
de Noailles after the city had surrendered, the former asked
the French general who these grenadiers were, adding, at the
same time, that it was owing to the smart firing which they
kept up, that he had been compelled to surrender, being
afraid that such determined fellows, if longer opposed, would
enter the breach. * Ces sont mes enfans,”—these are my
children, answered the marshal with a smile,  these are the
Scotch officers of the king of Britain, who, to show .their
willingness to share of his miseries, have reduced themselves
to the carrying of arms under my command.” On the fol-
lowing day the marshal took a view of his camp, and when
he came to the officers’ quarter, he halted, and requested
them to form a circle round him. After they had assembled,
he took off his hat, and proceeded to address them. He
thanked them for their good services in the trenches, and
freely acknowledged that, to their conduct and courage,.he
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was indebted for the capture of the town; and he assured
them that he would acquaint his royal master how well they
had acted. This he accordingly did, in despatches which he
-sent to .Versailles by his son; and the king was so well
pleased with the account which the marshal had given of the
behaviour of the Scotch volunteers, that he immediately
went to St. Germains and showed the despatches to King
James, and thanked him personally for the services his sub-
jects had done in taking Roses.

To alleviate the privations of these brave men, Marshal de
Noailles had the generosity to make an allowance to each of
them of a pistole, two shirts, a night-cap, two cravats, and a
pair of shoes ; but it is distressing to find that part of these
gifts was not gppropriated, owing to the rapacity of the offi-
cers to whom the distribution of them was intrusted. Some
indeed got a pistole without any of the articles of clothing,
some. a pair of shoes, and others a shirt; but many of them
got nothing at all. Even an allowance of fivepence per diem
from King James’s own purse, which was paid monthly, suf-
fered peculation, as it passed through the hands of the pay-
master, who always made some deductions for shoes, stock-
ings, shirts, broken swords, fusils, or other things, all of which
were fictitious, as they were covered by an allowance called
half-mounting, of which the volunteers do not seem at the
time to have been aware.

After the termination of the siege, the strength of the
greater part of the company was greatly exhausted by the
sickness they had suffered. Even after the fatigues of the
siege were over, many of them were again attacked by fevers,
agues, and fluxes, to such an extent, that the marshal re-
quested them to leave the camp, and select a healthy place
of residence till they should recover; but they declined his
friendly offer, and.told him_ “that they came not to that
country to lie within rotten walls, when the king of France
(who was so kind to their master), had business in the ﬁeld »
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Marshdl de Noailles marched ‘from ‘Roses for Piscador
‘about the middle of June, 1688, with an army -of 26,000
men; but the heat'was so-great,-aud -the supply df waterso
scanty, that he 'was obliged to leave 16,000 of his men.be-
hind him on'the road. :Afraid that ‘this-division would be
attacked in its rear by the Spanish army, the generals ordered
all the' piquets.to be drawn out immediately-to ‘watch the
motions of the enemy ; but ‘as the greater.part of- the army
had not come up to the ground, the. corperals could not get
the required complement. ‘In this dilemma, the Scotish offi-
cers, who were in the camp, mounted for their comrades, and
‘marched to the parade of the piquets in-such good order; and
‘with such readiness, as to attract the especial notiee of the
Prench generals, who observed-on the .occasion, that “ Le
gentilhomme est toujours gentilhomme, et se montre tonjours
“tel'dans le besoin, et dans le danger.”—* The gentleman is
always a gentleman, and ‘will always- show -himself such in
time of need and danger.’
"Leaving Piscador about the middle of July, they repassed
some of the Pyrenees and ‘encamped at Ville France:at the
“foot of Mount Canigo, where they remained till . about- the
20th of August, when they marched ¢o ‘Mount Escu, whence
‘Major-General' Wauchope, with some Irish- troops, went to
Savoy. ‘After making a second eampeign on the: plains of
Cerdanna, the company of officers were' marched back to
"Perpignan, where they arrived on the first of November.
"Many of them entered the hospital of the ‘town, where six-
teen of them died in a short time. After remaibing twelve
“days at Perpignan, they marched :to Toureilles' to pass the
winter. 'Their friends, who had heard of their sickness in
Catalonia, had made application to King James, to-obtaim an
order for their removal to'a more ‘hexithy gituation, which
had been so well attended to'by his Majesty, that on their
arrival at Tourellles they receivéd-an order ‘to ‘march to
‘Alsace- which, from ‘the coldness 'of its -climate; was comsi-
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dered to be more congenial to the constitutions of, Scotch-
men.

‘When Murshal de Noailles raceived this. order he was
much surprised; and thinkiog that the officers had themselves
applied for the order in consequence of some offence they
had taken, he sent for Colonel Browa the commanding offi-
cer; and after showing him the ordes, requested him to say, on
kis-hanour, if the gentlemen had raceived any affront from him
or his officers, and he added, that if he or they had gjven any
offence of which-they were not aware, they would give them
every satisfaction. He, morsover, declared, that from the
respeet he entertnined for them, and the bigh opinion he had
formed: of their bravery and services, he had resolved, had
they remained in: his army, to have promoted them to the
renk they had: respectively held in the army of King James.
He then ewpressed. his regret at. parting with them and bade
themr adiew

On the 4th of December, 1688, the eompany of officers
and the other two: Scotch companies left Toureilles in Rou-
sillorr for Silistad in Alsace. Alluding to this route, their
historian observes, that the “ gentlemen” were in many re-
spects = very fit for thas masch ; for the market of Perpignan
emsed thenr of that trouble they used to have in hiring mules
for their baggage; so that when they left the country (of
Rousillon), the most frugal of them could carry his equipage
in a handkerchéef, and many had nese at all ; and the fatigues
aud hardships of the campsign had reduced their bodies so
very low that many of them laoked rather like shadows and
skeletons then men. Their coats were old and thin, many of
their breeches wanted lining, and their stockings and shoes
were torer and worn in pieces, so that by the time they came
to Lyens, where they keps their Christmas, their miseries and

wants weve 0 many and great, that I am ashamed to express
them. Yet, no man that conversed with them could ever
accuse them of a dimloyal thought, or the least uneasiness
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under their misfortunes. When they got over their bottles
(which was but seldom), their conversation was of pity and
compassion for their king and young gentleman (the priace),
and how his majesty might be restored without any prejudice
to his subjects.”

At Rouen in Dauphiny, they were left in a state of great
destitution by Colonel Brown, who went to St. Germains,
carrying along with him two months’ gratification money,—a
term which they gave to King James’s allowance of fivepence
per diem. But notwithstanding the privations to which they
were exposed by this other instance of the cupidity of that
officer, they proceeded on their journey. Unfortunately, a
famine raged in the countries through which they had to,
pass, which prevented the inhabitants from exercising the
rites of hospitality ; and as the winter was unusually severe,
the ground being covered with snow for a considerable time
and to a great depth,—the officers suffered under the com-
bined effects of cold and hunger.

On arriving at Silistad, they were received with great
civility by the governor, a Scotchman, the mayor of the
town, and the officers of the garrison, who frequently in-
vited them to dine and sup with them; but as hospitality
necessarily had its bounds, at a time when provisions of all
sorts were extremely scarce, and of course uncommonly dear,
the officers soon found themselves compelled to part with
articles which they had formerly resolved to preserve. They
accordingly opened a kind of market at Silistad, at which
were exposed silver buckles, seals, snuff-boxes, periwigs,
ruffles, cravats, stockings, and other articles. At Perpignan,
when exposing for sale their scarlet coats, embroidered vests,
and other less necessary or less valued appendages, they used,
in reference to other articles on which they placed greater
value, to say, for instance, “ This is the seal of our family;
I got it from my grandfather, therefore I will never part
with it.” Another would say, “I got this ring from my
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mother or mistress. I will sooner starve than part with it.”
All these fine protestations, however, were forgotten or dis-
regarded amidst the irresistible calls of hunger, and the cruel
assaults of penury; for as the author of their memoirs
quaintly observes, “when the gentleman poverty came
amoogst them, he carried off every thing fair and clean,
without any exception or distinction ; and all the domor’s
returns were their healths toasted about in a bumper with a
remnant of old Latin, necessitas non habet legem.”

Although the officers remained upwards of a year at Silis-
tad, they were not able from sickness and disease to make up
abattalion; but notwithstanding their impaired constitutions,
the governor of Silistad was heard often publicly to declare,
that if besieged he would depend more upon the three Scotch
companies, and particularly the company of officers, for de-
fending the place, than upon the two battalions which com-
posed the rest of the garrison. The governor was led to
make this observation from an apprehension he entertained
that Prince Louis of Baden, who had crossed the Rhine
with an army of 80,000 men during the stay of the officers
at Silistad, and who remained three weeks in Alsace, would
lay siege to that town. But the officers had not an oppor-
tunity afforded them of proving the correctness of the gover-
nor’s opinion of their courage, as Prince Louis, on receiving
intelligence that Marshal de Boufflers was advancing with a
force of 15,000 horse and dragoons, recrossed the Rhine in
confusion, leaving his baggage behind him, and with a loss
of 8,000 men, who were drowned in the river in consequence
of the bridges across the Rhine having been broken down by
the prince in his retreat.

At the time Prince Louis commenced his retreat, he had
a foraging party of a hundred hussars traversing and plunder-
ing the country, who, being apprized on their way back to
the camp, that their army had repassed the Rhine, and that
they were left alone on the French side, resolved, as they
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could not get acroes the Khiné otit of Alitd; to niake thi¥
l?est of their way to Bdsle; dnd lnformhﬁoﬁ'of‘tbit’ desigh
being brought to Mérshal de’ Lorge, the governof of Silistad,
he despatched cotiriers to the’ commianders’ of the différent
garrisons which lay in their cotrsé to interdept them in thei?
retreat. He at the sume time sent out'thé compémy of! Seotelf
officérs; on whosé couriige he hitd the most utibouriddd' reli-
since, to guard a' pabd through which e supposddthe istird
would attempt to' penetrate,—a piece of setvice which the
officers accepted of with great cheerfulness, in retarii for the
good oplmbn which'the governof éntertainéd of thers, The
hussars had i fakit selected’ the puss for their rorite; bt o
ﬁppmachmg it they were déterred’ frot their ibtebtion on
bemg informed by &' Jew), that the pass wis' guarded' by &
comnpany of BYitish' officers, who' lay in wait for thein, ad
that if they attempted to go through’ it every one of them
would be eithér killed o¢ taken prisonef. They, thérefore,
retraced their steps, and seeing to’ possibility of escape, wént

to Stras’burg, where' they surfendered theinselves: They
boasted, however, that, had not the’ ¢otipany of Scotch offi-
cers prevented them, they would' have marched througlt in
spite of all thé garriéons in Aldace, and ciésisédt ehe' Rhme at
Basle in Switzerladd.

Althoug'h the officerd duffered éVen gheatér prl'vatlom than
they did in' Catloiii, ahd bad t& Near the biardshipé’ of dn
Alsace wmter, remarkdiie that yelir for its' severity; which)
from the great dbﬁcfeﬁéy in food dnd clothing, wad’ nof ey
task, the mortality was ot so' géut a8 fhight havé bée ex-
pected, only five having died du¥ing eheif stay dt Silistad. A
report of their sufferings having been btbught to King' Jameh
by somé person who felt afi intérést ili the officers; he gent
orders to their colotiel to disthhrge dich of thém as might
desire to withdraw from the service, aridl gravited: thet per-
mission tb rétire to St. Germifns, Ohly fourteén Howevér
availed theiselved of thid kird offed; ‘Phede, on arrivisg at
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St. Géribains, weré recelvad id’ the' modt: gritious mamner by
King James, who offered] eithér to support them handsomely
at St. Gerinains, or to'serid tliem hothe to their own conuntry’
at his-6wn expense. After thanking his majesty for'his gen-
erous offer, they requéisted: that' he would: allow them a few
dayi to corisider the miatter; and, in the meantime, an oc-
currence took place which, though trivial in itself, was looked:
upou by the devoted cavhliery as' a sidgular event it their
history from which importunt consequences’ might emsue.
The “young gehtlémit),” as the son of King James, & child
of six years of age, was called, way' in the practice of going.
o' Marli in a carriage f6r his aniusement, and one-day when'
dbout énfering the earringe, on his return to St. Germains,
he récognised' four of the officers whom' he beckoned to ade
vance: They acdordingly walked up to the carriigé, dnd,
falling or' theirkness, kissed the hand of the prince, who told
ther that he’ was dofry for their misfostunes, and that he
Boped to Live to see iy father in & condition to reward their
sufférings ; that al for Kimsélf he was but achild, and-did not:
inderdtdnd didch about government and the affairs of the
World, but Re kntw this much, that they had aequitted them.
selves like ni¢h of hénour, ifd good dnd loyat subjects; and
fhat they Rad, by their sufferinigs in the esuse of his father,
lid bty udér an obligatioh which: he would never forget.
Thei, handifg his pirse to them; which contained ten pis-
fofés and thrée half-crowns, he requestett them to divide the
éohents ainong themselvés, avd to drink to the healths of
his father #nd mother.  After taking ledve of the prinics, they
sdjouined €0 a tavern in the town catféd, singularly enongh,
the Priricé of Orange’s Head, ~ wheve, siys the perrator of
the ariecdote, * they spokeé Ho treastri, no¥ burned: pretend-
erd” but pouiéd dut copious libations to the health of the
Ring atid Queen, dnd the yoang Pfinee, who, on that day,
had extiibited a precocity of talent #hith they were ot quite
prepaiéd to éipéct.  Before bresking up, a-quatrel was likely
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to ensue among the officers for the possession of the purse,
each claiming a right to keep it for the sake of the donor;
but the discussion was speedily put an end to, by some of
the nobility of the court, who, hearing of the dispute, and
dreading the consequences, sent a person, in the king’s name,
to require delivery of the purse, a demand which was at once
scceded to.

In February, 1694, the three companies marched from
Silistad to Old Brisac, whence the company of officers was
sent to Fort Cadette on the Rhine, where they lay a year
and four months. Their next station was at Strasburg,
where, in December, 1697, they especially signalized them-
selves. The occasion was this. General Stirk, who com-
manded the imperial forces, having appeared with an army
of 16,000 men on the right bank of the Rhine, apparently
with a design to cross it, the Marquis de Sell drew out all
the garrisons in Alsace, including the company of officers,
amounting to about 4,000 men, and encamped them on the
opposite bauk over against Stirk, for the purpose of obstruct-
ing his passage, and to prevent him from carrying a bridge
over into an island in the middle of the river, from which
Stirk would be enabled to annoy the French army with his
artillery. From the depth of the water, however, and the
want of boats, which prevented the French commander from
taking possession of the island, he bad the mortification to
see the imperial general openly throw a bridge of boats across
to the island, into which he placed a force of 500 men, who
immediately raised a battery, behind which they entrenched
themselves. Seeing the chagrin and disappointment which
such an occurrence had occasioned to the Marquis, the Scotch
officers, through the medium of Captain John Foster, who
then commanded them, volunteered to cross over to the island
by wading through the water, and to drive the Germans out
of it. The Marquis, who appears at first not to have under-
stood the plan of wading through the water, told Foster that,
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as soon as his boats came up, the Scotch volunteers should
have the honour of leading the attack; but Foster having
explained that they meant to enter the water, the Marquis,
in a fit of amazement, shrugged up his shoulders, prayed God
to bless them, and desired them to act as they thought fit.
Captain Foster, thereupon, returned to his company, and
having informed the officers that he had obtained permission
from the Marquis to make the proposed attack, they, along
with the other two companies, immediately made preparations
for entering upon the difficult and dangerous enterprise they
had chosen for themselves. Having tied their arms, shoes,
and stockings, around their necks, they, favoured by the
darkness of the night, advanced quietly to the bank of the
river, and taking each other by the hand for better security,
according to a Highland custom, they entered the water with
a firm and steady pace. After they had passed the deepest
part of the river, where the water was as high as their breasts,
they halted, and having untied their cartouch-boxes and fire-
locks, they proceeded quietly on their course, and gained the
opposite bank unperceived by the enemy. They then ad-
vanced with their firelocks levelled, and when sufficiently
near the enemy’s entrenchments, they poured in a volley
among the surprised Germans, who immediately fled in con-
fusion towards the bridge which they had erected. The
volunteers pursued them closely, and killed several of them,
and others were drowned in the river in consequence of the
bridge having been broken down by the fugitives. When
information was brought to the Marquis de Sell that the
Germans were driven out of the island, and that it was in
full possession of the Scotish companies, he expressed his
gntitude and admiration by making the sign of the cross on
his forehead and breast, and declared that these officers had
performed the bravest action he had ever witnessed. Next
morning he visited the island, and after embracing every
officer, he gave them his most hearty thanks for the impor-
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tant serviee theyhad performed, and prontised’that he would-
sérid’ dn acoount’ of theirbrave conduct. to the French king,
who, on receiving the despatches; went to' St. Germains. and
thanked' King James it person for the. eminent service his
subjects had gerformed:. The officers remained.six weeks on
the ishiridy; during whith General Stirk made several: attempts
to retike it; but his endeavours were defeated by the vigi-
lance of the officers,—<ind seeing no hopes of being able to
cross-the Rhine, lie'abandoned his position, and retired into
the interior. In'hionour of the captors the island was after-
wards nattied E'Isle d'Ecosse.

Alsace being thus relieved from the presence of an enemy,
the compsdny of officers returned to Strasburg to perform
garrison duty.  The last piece of active service they performed
was inf attiicking and driving from a wood a body of hussars
whio had ercssed thie Rhine above Fort Louis. In this affair
several of the hussurs were killed, and: they were forced: to
recrosé the Rhine: with the loss of some of their horses and
baggtige. The negociations at Ryswick, whiich erded in a
getieral peace, now cotmenced; and King William Haviog,
it is said, made the disbanding of the Scotish officers a sine
gud om, the compdny was broken np-at Silistad, after the
conclusion of the treaty. Thus ended the history’ of these
extraordinary ten, few of whont survived: their royal muster.




