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PliEFAOE.

The " Letters from the Mountains," the work

by which the name of the late Mrs. Grant is

best kno^vn to the public, by whom they were

so favourably received nearly thirty years ago,

consisted of a selection from her correspond-

ence with her intimate friends, during her

residence in the Highlands of Scotland, which

terminated in 1803. At that period she re-

moved nearer to Edinburgh, where she per-

manently fixed her residence a few years

afterwards. She continued to live in that

city for nearly thirty years, namely, from

1810 until her death, in 1838. During this

lengthened period Mrs. Grant mixed exten-

sively in the literary and other circles of

Edinburgh, where her house was the resort of

many eminent characters both of her own and

foreign countries. She continued during all
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IV PEEFACE.

this time to maintain an extensive correspond-

ence with her friends in England, Scotland,

and America ; and her letters, as may be sup-

posed, contain many sketches of the literary

and other society of the Scottish capital, and

of the varied characters mth whom she was

brought into contact, as well as notices of the

literature and general topics of the day.

The Series of Letters now given to the

public, _exitejiding from 1803. to 1838, may

therefore be regarded as a contmuation of, and

connecting with, the " Letters from the Moun-

tains," but treating of different and more

varied subjects.

THE EDITOR.

Edinburgh., January, 1844.
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MEMOIR. OF THE LIFE

OF

MRS. GRANT,

Amoxg the papers found in the repositories of the

late Mrs. Grant of Laggan^ at her death in 1838,

was included a brief sketch of the earlier part of her

own life^ which she began to write in 1825. It con-

tains a rapid view of the principal incidents of her

life^ from her birth in 1755^ down to 1806 when she

became known to the public as the author of " Letters

from the Mountains." At that period the memoir

terminates^ leaving the events of the last thirty years

that she survived still untold. The reader may pro-

bably be better pleased to become acquainted with

the earlier portion of Mrs. Grant's liistory as told in

her own words^ than in those of another/ and the

sketch referred to is therefore now given to the

Public.

''1 beo-an to live/' says Mrs. Grant, "to the purposes

of feehno-, observation, and recollection, much earher

than children usually clo. I was not acute, I was not

sao-acious, but I had an active imagination and un-
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^ MEMOIR OF THE LIFE

common powers of memory. I had no companion,

no one fondled or caressed me, far less did any one

take the trouble of amusing me; I did not till the

sixth year of my age possess a single toy. A child

with less activity of mind would have become torpid

under the same cu*cumstances. Yet, whatever of

purity of thought, originahty of character, and pre-

matiu:e thirst for knowledge distinguished me from

other cliildren of my age, was, I am persuaded,

very much owing to these privations. Never was a

human being less improved, in the sense in which

that expression is generally understood ; but never

was one less spoilt by indulgence, or more carefully

preserved from every species of mental contagion.

The result of the peculiar chxumstances in which I

was placed, had the effect of making me a kind of

anomaly very different from other people, and very

little influenced by the motives, as well as very igno-

rant of the modes of thinking and acting, prevalent

in the world at large.

" My father, Duncan Macvicar, was a plain, brave,

pious man. He was born in the parish of Craignish

in Argyllshire, and was early left an orphan. He re-

moved when a young man to Fort WiUiam in Inver-

ness-sliire, where he had some concern in farmincy

along with liis relation. Captain Macvicar. In 1753
Be married my mother, who was a grand-daughter of

Mr. Stewart of Invernahyle, an ancient family in

the neighbouring coimty of Argyll. Some tune after-

wards my parents removed to Glasgow, where I was
born on the 21st February 1755, but was unmediately
sent home to be nursed in the house of my grand-
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mother, near Fort William. Eighteen months after-

wards I was carried back to Glasgow, with red cheeks

and a quantity of soft light hah', all which, I was
afterwards told, made me accounted a pretty child.

I lay, however, under some suspicion in regard to my
mental powers, from my quiet and abstracted manner
of gazing at objects near to me. However, as I grew
more active I became less clumsy; and when I

spoke plainly, my intellectual powers were no longer

questioned.

^^In 1757 my father went out to America under

the auspices of Colonel Archibald Montgomerie, after-

wards Earl of Eghnton, in whose regiment (the 77th

Foot) he had a connnission, leaving my mother and

myself in Glasgow, with the intention of sending for

us if the country held out any inducement for his

setthng in it. The only particular of my infantine

history that I remember to have heard related, took

place in the streets of Glasgow ; and I mention it to

show at what an early age children observe and re-

member. My mother hved in the eastern extremity

of the town ; I suppose she often spoke to others,

thouo^h not to me, of my father being in America, and

might very probably point westward when describing

in what direction the New World lay to some one who

knew still less than herself of geography. Be that as

it may, I certainly set off one Sunday evening, when

I was at most two years and eight months old, and

walked dehberately by myself very nearly a mile to

the western extremity of the Trongate ; how much

farther I might have gone is not known. A lady

lookincy out at a window saw, with some surprise, a
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child neatly dressed in white, with bare head and arms,

walking alone and unattended, in the middle of the

street. She sent for me, and asked me where I came

from. I said, ' From mamma's house
;

' I could tell no

more. She next questioned me where I was going.

I answered, in my imperfect manner, ^that I was

going to America to seek papa.' This explanation

only increased her wonder, and did not diminish the

interest so young a traveller had excited. She gave

me tea, put me to bed, and determined to wait till

morning to make farther discoveries, finding me

perfectly satisfied to remain. However, while I Avas

enjoying repose after my long walk, a bell was heard

in the street, the pubhc crier having been sent through

the town describing a lost cliild. How or when I was

brought back I know not; but I have often heard the

story told by my mother, who certainly was the last

person to embellish, far less to invent. The first she

would not, and the last she could not : I never knew

a person of more perfect integrity, or more deficient

in imagination. My age and the expressed intention

of my jom^ney alone made the performance of this

early exploit remarkable.

^^When nearly three years old, I accompanied my
mother to America, and upon landing at Charleston,

in 1758, found my father absent on an expedition to

"Pittsburg. The following year we removed to Penn-
sylvania, and soon afterwards to the province of New
York. A very new scene then opened. My father

being stationed with a party of Highlanders at a Dutch
settlement below Albany, called Claverock, on the do-

main of a worthy, wealthy, and most primitive family.
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recommended himself so much by liis conduct and that
of his men, in contrast to a company of Enghsh sol-
diers, previously bUleted there, who had been insolent
and rapacious, that he became a great favourite, and
easily prevailed on the good people to receive my
mother and myself at a nominal board, while he took
the field with the army. Here I learnt very rapidly

to read from my mother, never having any other teacher

while there. Here, too, among the primitive worthies

of the settlement, I learnt that love of truth and shn-

pKcity wliich I found a charm against artifice and
pretension of every kind. I learned also to love the

Indians, who were ahvays well received and well

treated by the kind-hearted family.

" The first summer of my abode at Claverock, my
father was engaged with the 55th regiment, to which

he was now attached, in the fatal attack on Ticonde-

roga, where Lord Howe and many of our countrymen

fell in battle with the French. The next winter my
father brought us to New York, and in the following

spring (1760), we returned to Claverock, where I Avas

again happy with those whom I counted as brothers

and sisters. My father returned this year early from

the campaign, and took us to the town of Albany, on

the Hudson river, where I saw, with keen though

childish sorrow, the Highland soldiers dragging through

the streets cannon destined for the attack on the

Havannah, where so many of them afterwards perished.

In October we set out with a party, in boats, for

•Oswego, on the banks of Lake Ontario. We had a

most romantic journey, sleeping sometimes in the

woods, sometimes in forts, Avhich formed a chain of

B 3
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posts in the then trackless wilderness. We had no

books but the Bible and some military treatises ; but

I grew familiar with the Old Testament, and a Scotch

sergeant brought me Blind Harry's " Wallace," which,

by the aid of said sergeant, I conned so diligently,

that I not only understood the broad Scotch, but

caught an admiration for heroism and an enthusiasm

for Scotland^ that ever since has been hke a principle

of life.

^^ On our return from this remote residence^ the fol-

lowing year^ a Captain Campbell, an old friend of my
father's, then stationed at a fort on the Mohawk river,

gave me a fine copy of Milton, which I studied, to

very httle purpose no doubt, all the way down in the

boat, but wliich proved a treasure to me afterwards,

as I never rested till I found out the literal meaning;

of the words; and in progress of time, at an age that

I am ashamed to mention, entered into the fall spirit

of it. If I had ever any elevation of thought, expan-

sion of mind, or genuine taste for the sublime or

beautiful, I owe it to my diligent study of this volume.

Something more than all tliis I owe to it, the friend-

ship of the most distinguished woman in the province

of New York, perhaps on the American Continent,

who then resided in the town of Albany, where my
father was stationed for tln^ee or four years after our

return from Osweojo, with adetachment of his regiment.

Madame or ^Aunt' Schuyler, for so by general

consent she was called in the province of New York,

was the daughter of one of the first and most respectable

individuals in that country. His name was Cuyler,

and his descendants were at a late period still numer-
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ous and prosperous in that province. Mr. Cuyler was
the person who brought over the four Mohawk chiefs

who are mentioned in the Spectator as exciting so

much wonder in England. He was presented to

Queen Anne, who offered to knight him, an honour
which however he dechned, not choosing an elevation

unusual in that country, and which might make an
invidious distinction between himself and his friends.

His daughter was married to Colonel Schuyler, who,
dying before her, and leaving no family, left her the

greater part of his ample fortune. Madame Schuyler's

house at Albany was the resort of aU strangers whose

manners or conduct entitled them to her regard. Her
ancestors on both sides constituted the aristocracy of

the province^ and her descent^ her understanding,

and education gave her great weight in society, which

was increased by the hberal use she made of a com-

paratively large fortune. In her, the warmest family

affection and the kindest heart were entirely under

the control of the soundest practical good sense. I

have described tliis admirable character more fully in

my pubhshed ' Memoirs of an American Lady.'

'^ Some time after our arrival at Albany, I accom-

panied my parents one evening to visit Madame

Schuyler, whom I regarded as the Minerva of my
imaofination, and treasured all her discourse as the

veritable words of wisdom. The conversation fell

upon dreams and forewarnings. I rarely spoke till

spoken to at any time, but, of a sudden, the spirit

moved me to say that bad angels sometimes whispered

dreams into the soul. When asked for my authority,

B 4
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I surprised every one^ but myself most of all^ by a

long quotation from Eve's fatal dream infusing into

her mind the ambition that led to guilt. After this

happy quotation I became a great favourite^ and

Madame Schuyler never failed to tell any one who

had read Milton of the origin of her partiality.

While we remained in America I enjoyed much of

Madame Schuyler's society^ and after my father re-

moved from Albany^ I spent two winters with her

in that city. Indeed^ if my parents would have

parted with me^ she would have kept me entirely

with herself : whatever culture my mind received, I

owe to her.

'^ My father was a careful man, and had a faculty

of making money where it could be faMy acquired.

Upon the termination of the war in Canada, the

British Government granted allotments of land to

retired officers, two thousand acres to each. One of

these was given to my father upon liis retiring from

the army, upon half-pay, in 1765. Few or none of

the officers who received these grants had any taste

for living in the woods, or for the expense or trouble

of taking out patents, and going out with smweyors

and a party of Indians to locate and mark out the

lands. My father, however, was famihar with the

ways of the country, spoke the language, and was
well liked among the people. He purchased for a

trifle the rights of some young officers who were in

haste to return home to Britain, and addino- their

rights to liis own, and taking them out in a fertile

comer as yet unoccupied, having them carefully

surveyed, and his title established, he became a
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landliolder to a considerable extent, and I, his only
cliild, was looked on as an heiress. The property
thus acquired by my father was situated in the

township of Clarendon, in what has since become
the state of New Vermont, but then formed part of

the province of New York.
^^ About the same time (1765), we removed from

Albany to a house which my maternal friend Madame
Schuyler possessed in a part of the country called the

riats, some miles higher up the Hudson, where we
kept a little farm, intending in due time to remove

to our Clarendon estate, for which we were daily

getting offers from emigrants from New England,

my father meanwhile keeping up the price of his

lands, which were every day rising in value as the

country around them was cleared and inhabited.

Being a keen sportsman and fisher, he exposed

himself so much to cold and wet that he became a

victim to ague and rheumatism, and after intense

suffering for a year, took a sudden resolution of

returning; to Scotland in 1768. He had an intimate

friend, Mr. John Munro, a magistrate in that coun-

try, who had settled on a large tract of land bounded

by that of my father, whose intention of leaving

America was so precipitately carried into effect that

he had no time to arrange his affairs, but constituted

his friend to be liis agent or attorney in either selling

or letting his lands.

" Thus we returned to Scotland, with very few

available funds except my father's half-pay, tliinking

we had left behind an estate, the produce of which

would, to our quiet and frugal habits, afford abun-
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dance. I had but lately entered on the fourteenth

year of my age. The revolutionary tempest was

even then gathering in America; officers and ser-

vants of government were looked upon with an evil

eye, yet did not dream of events which were shortly to

occasion their ruin and banishment. We arrived in

Scotland in May, 1768, encountering one continued

storm in a small, ill-found vessel, and put into Lame,

in the North of Ireland, where we remained some

days to recruit. Arriving at Glasgow, strangers, in

limited circumstances, my usual source of fehcity,

which has attended me through life, did not fail me
there ;—I mean that of having friends of uncommon

merit faithfully attached to me. I was first sought

after as something curious and anomalous, having

none of the embeUishments of education, knowing

only reading, writing, and needlework,— writing in-

deed very imperfectly, yet familiar with books, with

plants, and with trees, with all that regarded the face of

nature ; perfectly ignorant of the customs and man-

ners of the world ; combining, with a childish and

amusing simphcity, a store of various knowledge,

which nothing less than the leism^e of much sohtary

retirement, and the tenacity of an uncommonly re-

tentive memory, could have accmmilated in the mind
of an overgrown child,— for such I appeared to those

who knew my age.

" With one family of the name of Pagan, to whose
son we were known in America, I formed an affec-

tionate intimacy. At their country-house on the

banks of the river Cart, near Glasgow, I spent part

of three summers, which I look back upon as a valu-
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able part of mental^ perhaps I should rather say
morale education. Minds so pure, pi^ty so mild, so

cheerful and influential, manners so simple and artless,

without the slightest tincture of hardness or vulgarity,

such prhnitive ways of thinking, so much of the best

genuine Scottish character, I have never met with,

nor could ever have supposed to exist, had I not

witnessed. Here were the rehques of the old Cove-

nanters all round us, and here I enriched my memory
with many curious traits of Scottish history and

manners, by frequenting the cottages of the peasantry,

and perusing what I could find on their smoky book-

shelves. Here was education for the heart and mind,

well adapted for the future lot which Providence

assigned to me. With these friends, then a nmnerous

family, I kept up an intimate connection, which

neither time nor absence interrupted, and which was

only concluded by the death of the last individual of

that much esteemed family in 1824.

''My father had a share in some commercial business,

which was likely to be a prosperous one ; but being

offered, in 1773, the office of Barrack-Master of Fort

Augustus in Inverness-shire, he could not resist the

temptation of a mihtary employment, wliich best

suited his habits ; and emolument was not so great an

object, as he was then receiving flattering accoimts of

the offers made for his trans-atlantic estate. My own

sequestered and unworldly character made the idea of

living in the Higlilands not unpleasant to me : yet I

felt much at parting from my kind friends,— one

in particular, of my own age, with whom I have kept

up an intimate friendship, now above fifty years, not
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Including our early childish Intimacy at Glasgow.

Her friendship^ and that of her equally valuable sister,

were the delight of my youth^ and are among the

chief remaining comforts of my decline.*

^' Of my life for six years at Fort Augustus, and the

intimacies I formed there, much Is said In my pub-

lished letters. A young clergyman, connected with

some of the most respectable famlHes In the neigh-

bourhood, possessing great personal advantages, and

adding that of much refinement of mind, sound prin-

ciple, and a most correct judgment, was at that time

chaplain to the garrison. Intimacy was In a manner

unavoidable between young people of resembling

tastes, who. In the narrow circle In which they moved,

met unavoidably every day. My marriage took place

in 1779. Mr. Grant having been placed In the

neighbouring parish of Laggan three years before, his

popularity was secured by his maimers and conduct

;

mine was of more difficult attainment, because I was

not a native of the country, and Highlanders dislike

the Intrusion of a stranger. However, I had both

pride and pleasure In overcoming difficulties. Thus,

by adopting the customs, studying the Gaehc lan-

guage, and, above all, not wondering at any thing

local and peculiar, with the aid of a most worthy and

sensible mother-in-law, I acquired that share of the

good-will of my new connections, and the regard of

the poor, without which, even with the fond affection

* Mrs. Smith of Jordan Hill, near Glasgow, and her sister, Mrs.

James Brown, of that city, are the friends here alluded to. Much
of the correspondence in the following volumes, and in the "Letters

from the Mountains,* is addressed to these ladies Ed.
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of a fellow mmd^ such a residence would liave been

scarcely supportable.

"My father soon afterwards removed to Fort George,

near Inverness^ and had generally one or two of my
children residing with him and my mother. I ac-

quired a taste for farmings led a life of fervid activity,

and had a large family of children, all promising, and

the greater number of them beautiful. I felt much

at home among our neighbours and the tenantry, and

many things occurred that might give interest to a

more extended biography, but must be here passed

over. I generally passed some weeks every summer

at Fort George with my parents, and kept up a

constant correspondence with my friends in the

South.

^^In 1794 my father gave up his office at Fort

George, and returned to Glasgow. This was in some

decrree convenient for us, as it enabled us to send our

children there for education. A particular circum-

stance made us known to the family of the late Mr.

Macintosh of Dunchattan in that neighbourhood;

much of my printed correspondence was carried on

with Mrs. Macintosh, who was a woman very kind-

hearted, and possessing strong intellectual powers,

with a fund of peculiar humour. She was sister of

Dr. Moore of literary memory, the father of the

lamented General Sir John Moore. Her husband

was, in his way, a distinguished pliilanthropist. He

procured a commission in the army for our eldest son,

John Lauclilan, then a mere boy, but a most amiable

and promising one : he died in Glasgow of consump-

tion in his sixteenth year. This was a great blow.
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and bore heavy on his father^ whose health had been

always very precarious. I had mourned over three

children^ who died previously, in early infancy. The

birth of my youngest child, a fortnight after the

death of his brother, carried off my thoughts, in some

degree, from this affliction. The daily dechne of

Mr. Grant's health, though I was unwilling to see it,

now forced itself on my attention. He outHved his son

eighteen months I cannot go through details

ever painful to memory: suffice it that he was re-

moved in 1801, after an attack of inflammation of

three days' continuance; and I was thus left with

eight cliildren, not free from debt, yet owing less

than might be expected, considering the size of our

family, and the decent hospitahty which was kept up

in a manner that, on looking back, astonishes even

myself, as it did others at the time. I was too much

engrossed with my irreparable loss on the one hand,

and too much accustomed to a firm rehance on the

fatherly care of Him who will not abandon the chil-

dren of a righteous man, on the other, to have any

fears for the support of so many helpless creatures.

I felt a confidence on their account that to many
might appear romantic and extravagant.

'' Wliere now was the American property ? Entirely

swallowed up in the gulf of the Revolution. It lay,

unliappily, within the bounds of Vermont,— a new
state wliich had risen like a volcanic island in the

tumult of that civil commotion. The inhabitants were

disbanded soldiers and lawless characters from every

other state ; they well kne^ that much of the land

of wliich they had usurped the possession belonged to
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officers and other Britisli subjects. But they refused
to accede to the confederation of the other states^ if

tneu- rights were called in question ; so that my father

lost his landed property entirely, as he could not claim

the merit of loyalty in troublous times, having left

America before the troubles commenced. I omitted to

say that, a very few years before his death, Mr. Grant
obtained the chaplaincy of Lord Lynedoch's regiment

(the 90th), in consequence of which I still receive a

small pension from the War Office.

^' I should now mention that I very early discovered

a faculty of rhyming scarcely worthy to be dignified

with the name of poetry, but easy and fluent. My
first essay was scrawled in a kind of Miltonic verse,

when I was little more than nine years old. I meant

it for a secret ; but my father showed it to some of

our friends, which made me very much ashamed : and

I think, whatever I might have meditated, I never

wrote more till I wandered on the banks of the Cart,

and afterwards at Fort Augustus, and again upon my
way home to Laggan, after spending some months

among my friends at Glasgow. All these occasional

scraps I gave away, never having preserved a single

copy. My friends were more apprehensive of pecu-

niary distress for me than I was for myself, and well

knew how reluctant I should be to appear before the

public as a writer :— this, perhaps, as much from pride

as from modesty. I had been often m"ged by partial

friends to write for the booksellers ; but, in the first

place, I had more dread of censure than hope of ap-

plause ; and, besides, I could not find leisure, devoted

as I was to a tenderly afiectionate husband, whose
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delicacy of constitution and still greater delicacy of

mind^ made my society and attendance essential to him.

It still is gratifying to me to tliink of my steadiness

in this refusal. I had, during some of the years

which tasked my faculties of every kind to intense

exertion, much aid and comfort from a young lady*

related to my husband's family, whom particular cir-

cumstances had separated from her nearer relatives

;

yet, owing to her absence, during winter, in town,

my duties grew every day more arduous. Nothing,

indeed, but the deepest gratitude to the invaluable

friends of my early days, would have induced me to

carry on the frequent coiTcspondence now known to

the public; it was only in early summer mornings,

and late winter ones, that I could find time to write

:

an excellent constitution, and equal, cheerful spirits,

for Avhich I could never be thankful enough, bore me
through a great deal.

" To return. Before I had ever heard of the project

for my advantage,—indeed before the materials were

collected,— proposals were dispersed all over Scotland

for publishing a volume of m}^ Poems. To these

proposals a specimen was annexed, in what my friends

in Edinburgh considered my best manner. The late

Duchess of Gordon had a seat at Kinrara, near

Laggan, where she spent the summer months. Unlike

most people of the world, she presented her least

favourable phasis to the pubHc ; but in this her High-

land home all her best qualities were in action, and

there it was that her warm benevolence and steady

friendship were known and felt. Although I had at

* Miss Charlotte Grant.
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that time (1802) never seen her, she wrote me a letter
of condolence, and interested herself with much kind-
ness m my behalf. My personal friends were not only
zealous themselves, but procured new friends for me,
who afterwards showed the warmest interest in my
welfare. Being very much attached to my humble
neighbours, I had at one time written, as part of a
letter,

^

a page or two of poetical regret at the hard
necessity that forced so many to emigrate. The friend

who had preserved this effusion sent it home, and
advised me to enlarge and complete the sketch. I did

so ; and thus was finished '' The Highlanders," the

principal poem in the pubhshed collection ; the rest I

did not see again till I saw them in print. Of the

^ living I must not speak ; but in gratitude to the de-

parted, I must mention the unwearied exertions, on this

occasion, of Robert Arbuthnot, Esq., the father of the

present Sir William, and the late Sir William Forbes,

neither of whom were personally known to me. Three

thousand names appear as subscribers to the volume

of Poems,— a number, I am told, unequalled. Some

of these I owed to esteem, but certainly the greatest

number to compassion or to influence; so that my
gratitude was mingled with a sense of humiliation.

** Having abeady paid a due tribute of gratitude to

the Duchess of Gordon, it is but justice to state the

indulgence of the Duke. We had a cheap, fertile,

and compact farm at Laggan, Avithout which we could

not have supported our family in the manner we did.

The Duke allowed me to possess it at the old rent,

not only for the year after Mr. Grrant's death, but for

the ensuing one also. Tliis was not quite satisfactory

VOL. I. ^
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to my friends in Glasgow^ who generously wished me
to live near them^ that they might be in many respects

useful to me. But my elder daughters found a home

there under my father's roof-, who had removed to that

city cliiefly on their account ; I also thought my
mountain abode at Laggan more frugal and safe in its

remote obscurity. .1 loved the common people too^

cliiefly because^ of their own class^ they were very

uncommon people^ and also because they revered the

memory of their departed pastor^ and truly loved his

family. I knew them well ; nor do I think that any

educated or informed person ever was more intimately

known to an unlettered and seemingly uninformed

populace. But I have told my feelings and opinions

on this subject in another place^ to Avhich I shall refer

hereafter.

^^ In 1802^ while the publication of my Poems was

about to take place^ a lady * in Bristol^ who had heard

much of the conduct and manners of my eldest

daughter^ and who was well known to my friends in

Edinburgh and Glasgow^ requested me to permit my
daughter to reside with her as a friend^ promising to

make her such an allowance as would put it in her

power to assist her family. There could not be a

more meritorious couple than tliis lady and her hus-

band. All seemed promising^ so that I did not feel

justified in declining the proposal ; and my daughter

was accordingly soon after established most agreeably

with her new friends in Bristol. My next difficulty

—for I was never long without one— arose from the

* Mrs. Protheroe, the lady of the late Edward Protheroe, Esq.,

M.P. for Bristol.—jEc?.
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state of my daiigliter's health. I was soon after

apprised by her friends in Bristol that she was dan-

gerously ill ; that the lady with whom she resided had

been summoned to a distant part of the country to

attend her mother's death-bed ; and that it was abso-

lutely necessary that I should myself go to take charge

of her. I was obliged to set out mimediately^ in a

state of mind impossible to describe^ and to leave my
family under the care of two trusty and most attached

servants and a daughter of eighteen— that incom-

parable daughter Isabella^ who^ while she remained on

earthy was like a guardian angel to us all.

'^ My painful journey commenced in mid-winter^

and was not barren of occurrences ; the friends I made

on the way vv^ere a valuable addition to my treasures

of that Idnd, I found my daughter very ill^ and was

plainly told by her friends that she was not likely to

recover: her physician was of the same opinion^

adding^ that if she had any chance of recovery^ it

would be by residing for some months at the hot wells

in the neighbourhood^ and drinking the waters. This

was a formidable proposal to me ; but I trusted in the

Hand which had hitherto upheld me^ and took lodgings

at the hot wells^ where I found myself repaid for what

was certainly very inconvenient^ by seeing my daughter

in a great measure restored to health. One of the

friends of my early dayS;, Mrs. Furzer (formerly Miss

Ourry) was now a widow^ living retired at the pretty

village of Plympton in Devonshire. She invited us

cordially to spend a few weeks with her ; but v/e could

only afford a fortnight^ and then returned to Bristol

to set off for Scotland.

c 2
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C( It was the end of April (1803) when we arrived

in Glasgow. I found my father suffering from an

illness in that city^ which proved his last ; and I left

my daughter with him. Returning to my home at

Laggan^ after seeing all the luxury that wealth affords,

I set out, mounted on a horse that was sent to meet

me, on a dark showery day, and travelled over the

bleak unvaried heath of Drumochter* with unspeak-

able delight. I was going from a world where I was

a sorrowful unknown wanderer^ to a place where every

countenance brightened at my approach, and where

affectionate children were to meet me with raj)ture.

But on this I must not enlarge.

^^ Briefly^ then^ before the time elapsed when my un-

wiUing removal from Laggan took place (June^ 1803),

I engaged a house near Stirhng^ with some garden-

ground and a lawn, where I could feed a couple of

cows. The place was called Woodendf; on its

unequalled beauty I will not now dilate. Of my kind

departed friend^ Lady Steuart, I must ever think

with the gratitude I owed to her, and with the esteem

which every one paid to her merit. She was my next,

my kindest^ I might well say my only kind neighbour

at Woodend. :{: By others in the vicinity I was httle

known and less understood ; but my old friends dis-

covered and sought me out in my seclusion.

* An extensive mountainous tract which separates the counties of
Perth and Inverness.

f Now called Gartur ; it lies two miles to the south-west of
Stirling.

I Sir Henry and Lady Steuart of Allanton then resided at the
neighbouring mansion-house of Touch, the property of Lady Steuart*s

brother, Mr. Seton.
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^^ My eldest remaining son^ Duncan^ was tlien at

Marlow preparing for the army^ whlcli^ to my sorrow^

was liis choice. A disturbance arisino; anions; the

youths of that establishment^ in which he was no

otherwise concerned than as the depositary of their

secret^ which he had too much honour to betray^ in-

volved me in much trouble and expense. I was obliged

in consequence to go to London in the beginning of

1805^ leaving my family with my mother^ who had

come to live with me after the death of my father.

My son^ who was the hope and pride of my family^

soon afterwards^ tln:ough the patronage of the well

known and respected Charles Grants then Chairman

of the India House^ received a commission in the

military service of the East India Company^ and I

was detained^ heavy-hearted enough^ for some months

in London^ to see him prepared for going to India.

The equipment of my son v^^as a new and heavy ex-

penditure^ for which I was not well provided. In

this situation my friends strongly advised me to pub-

lish my Letters ; a resource in wliich I had httle faith^

and^ had I thought it available^ such a disclosure was

very grating to my feelings^ for two reasons. Firsts be-

cause I always thought it extremely indelicate to pub-

lish letters in the lifetime of the author ; and next^ be-

cause to suit them for public perusal, and avoid mis-

construction in my OAvn circle, I saw that I should

find it necessary to exclude the most amusing and in-

teresting passages, namely, those that related more

particularly to my friends and their friends, as well

as much harmless badinage and veritable narrative.

The only series of letters, indeed, that I myself should

c 3
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have thought worth preserving, were those I had

written to a young lady of distinguished beauty l3oth

of mind and person, whom I have before aUuded to,

and whose liistory makes, in my eventful life, an epi-

sode of no small interest to those who knew and ad-

mh'ed her. To her I had, for ten years, supplied the

place of her departed mother. She died (May 1800)

in the first year after her marriage, leaving with one

of my daughters, who attended her, strict injunctions

to destroy those letters after her death, in order, I be-

lieve, to prevent the misconstructions to which they

might be liable, by falling into the hands of those

to whom many passages of them might prove unin-

telligible.

'^ After arriving inLondon, I was at the utmost loss,

knowing no bookseller, how to dispose of my defec-

tive and ill-arranged manuscripts. Happily I met

with a Scotch friend, who knew sometliing of Messrs.

Longman and Rees, and promised to introduce me.

I went to them with no enviable feelings, being fidly

as much ashamed of my shabby manuscript as FalstaiF

was of liis ragged recruits. Mr. Longman, however,

took it graciously, submitted it to his invisible critic,

and in a few days I heard the glad sound that it would

do very well for pubhcation. I was told that it would

be set about immediately, and would be ready in three

or four months, it being arranged that I should receive

half of the profits, the booksellers bearing the risk of

printing. Tliis was in spring, 1805. Summer and

autumn passed, winter came, spring returned ;— still

not a word of my book. I thought my papers had

been lost or tln'own aside as useless, and, occupied with
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a thousand other cares^ I had ahuost forgotten them^

when I received at Woodend a letter informing me
that my book was printed^ and notliing was wanted

but the preface^ which^ it seems^ was the last thing

required. Certainly never was preface more expe-

ditiously written. In half an hour after the letter was

received the preface was away to Sth^hng to overtake

the evening post. I had dechned to give my name to

the public as the author of the Letters, and therefore

could not be much affected, farther than a pecuniary

disappointment, by their being overlooked. Yet I

have been seldom so much surprised as when my kind

neighbour Lady Steuart casually mentioned her hear-

ing from London that a book called '^ Letters from

the Mountains" divided with some other new pubhca-

tion, the attention of readers that summer. No per-

son, I beheve, was so astonished at their success as

myseK. My booksellers dealt liberally with me, and

many persons of distinguished worth interested them-

selves in me, and sought my acquaintance, in conse-

quence of perusing these Letters. I do not name the

living, but of those who are beyond the reach of hu-

man gratitude, I may mention Sh^ Walter Farquhar,

Dr. Porteus, Bishop of London, and Mr. Hatsell

of the House of Commons."

Here Mrs. Grant's sketch of her own hfe breaks

off about the period of the death of her daughter

Charlotte, which occurred in April, 1807. She was

an amiable andbeautiful girl, of prematm^e understand-

ing, who died at the age of seventeen. Her letters

C 4
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still remaining show her to have been possessed of

much of her mother's energy of character^ and abound

m expressions of Avarm affection and sentiments of

piety and truth. Three months afterv/ards^ Catherine,

the second daughter, died in her 25th year. In

alluding to this period, Mrs. Grant says, in another

place, " I cannot dwell on all the anguish of tliis

beginning of maternal sorrow ; I mean, that of seeing

my hopes blasted by consumption, since so fatal to my
family. I had lost children before, but I was not then

their oiihj parent." She probably never could resume

a narrative in which she would have to record the suc-

cessive bereavements of her much-loved children, eleven

of whom it was the will of a mysterious Providence

that she should survive. For then- sakes she made

the most meritorious and strenuous exertions; she

had most acute and deep feelings, but her faith, her

piety, and her fortitude enabled her to support almost

unequalled trials.

Four of Mrs. Grant's daughters who survived

Catherine, lived to grow up, and were severally re-

markable for talent or amiability. The eldest of her

two remaining sons was prosperous in his mihtary

career in India. He was liimself deserving, and he

had met with kind and influential friends, and to

him his mother looked with pride and hope, which

were suddenly blasted by the unexpected tidings of

his death in 1814, in his twenty-seventh year. The
youngest son alone survived her.

The preceding sketch of Mrs. Grant's hfe by her-

self is continued down to 1806, as are her pubhshed
^' Letters from the Mountains ;

" and, as the series of
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letters in the following yolunies have been selected

from a more extensive correspondence^ with a view to

their conveying, in her own words, a continuous

history of her eventful hfe, little more of prefatory

detail is necessary.

In 1806 Mrs. Grant removed with her family from

their pleasant dwelhng at Woodend, to Stirling, and

from Stirling to Edinburgh in 1810. Her object in

making tliis removal, and the society she mingled

with in the capital where she resided during the re-

mainder of her life, are fully described in the follow-

ing volumes. In 1820 Mrs. Grant had the misfortune

to fall down a stair, wliich caused a serious injury,

followed by severe suffering for many months, and by
lameness for the rest of her hfe. She bore the lono-

confinement and protracted pain with cheerful sub-

mission,— grateful for every kindness, for every

alleviation. Happily her general health did not

suffer, and such was the ardour of her character, that,

though unable to move without crutches, she overcame

all obstacles, and made several distant journies after-

wards, on account of the health of her family, or to

visit friends.

In 1827 she was dej)rived of Mary, the eldest and

the last surviving of her daughters, whose style of con-

versation and letters some of their friends considered

equal to those of her mother. Mrs. Grant, in writing

after Mary's death to a friend who had intimately

known them both, says, ^^What I wanted, she had,

sound judgment, much tact, discernment into charac-

ter, manners the most popular, joining perfect ease

to perfect modesty,—may I not now add, a grace
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peculiar to herself^ and a talent for tlie management of

a family seldom met with^ and rendered compatible

with all her social and pleasing qualities. All tliis she

was^ and I was most blessed in a friend^ companion^ and

manager^ in every department unequalled." A young

cousin^ with devoted attachment^ supplied the place

of a daughter to Mrs. Grant till 1833^ when the

marriage of her son took place. His profession of a

Writer to the Signet had fixed Inin in Edinburgh^ and

he continued to reside with his mother. Her cheerful-

ness, and the lively appreciation she had of everything

done to promote her comfort, rendered her, till the

latest period of her prolonged existence, a dehghtful

companion to live with, while the warm interest she

felt in whatever could contribute to the happiness, or

even to the amusement of others, kept her own feel-

ings and affections ever ahve. Of her conversational

powers it was remarked by a friend that ^^they were

perhaps still more attractive than her v/ritings. Her

information on every subject, combined with her luii-

form cheerfulness and equanimity, made her society

very dehghtful. There was a dignity and sedateness

united with considerable sprightHness and \ivacity,

in her conversation, which rendered it higlily in-

teresting; and it was so unaffected and natural, and

seemed to emanate from her well-stored mind with so

little effort, that some of her Uvehest saUies appeared

as if they had been struck off at the moment without

any previous reflection. The native simphcity of her

mind, and an entire freedom from all attempt at dis-

play, soon made the youngest person with whom she

conversed feel in the presence of a friend; and if there
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was any quality of her well-balanced niind which stood

out more prominently than another, it was that be-

nevolence wiiich made her invariably study the

comfort of every person who came in contact with

her."

In her figure Mrs. Grant was tall, and in her earlier

life slender, but after the severe accident in 1820,

probably from being deprived of her usual exercise,

she became of a full habit. Her house in Edin-

burgh continued, for nearly thuty years, to be the

resort, not only of the numerous friends who were

attracted by her animated conversation, but also by

many distinguished strangers who brought introduc-

tions to her. The partiahty she early imbibed for

America continued unabated, and she always hailed

with pecuHar pleasure the arrival of any one from that

country. Her personal appearance and manners were

described in the following graphic terms, in a letter to

his friends, by an accomphshed young American, who

visited Edinburgh in 1829. ^'1 have seen Mrs. Grant

ofLaggan. She is a venerable ruin; she is so lame

as to be obliged to walk with crutches, and even with

theh^ assistance her motions are slow and languid.

Still she is not only resigned, but cheerful; her con-

fidence in Divine goodness has never failed. I think

I shall never forget that venerable countenance, so

marked by suffering, yet so tranquil, so indicative at

once both of goodness and of greatness. The broad

and noble forehead above all, relieved by the parted

grey hair, exceeds, in interest, any featm^e of youth-

ful beauty which it has yet been my fortune to

behold. Her conversation is original and characteris-
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tic^ frank^ yet far from rude^ replete at once with

amusement and instruction. She frequently^ among

friends^ claims the privilege of age to speak what she

calls truths what every one indeed must acknowledge

to be such in its wisest and most attractive form/'*

In the same year^ Professor Norton^ of Cambridge

University^ New England^ along with Mrs. Norton,

visited Mrs. Grant in Edinburgh, and thus writes to

her after his return to America :— ^^ It was dehght-

fid to find you in old age, after such severe trials, so

supported and strengthened by the power of God

—

not resigned merely, possessing not the cahii benevo-

lence of age alone, but all the kindlier feelings in

their freshness and flower, which, beautiful as they

are in youth, become so much more deeply interest-

ing when we know that care and sorrow had no

power to wither them, and that they will soon form

part of that crown of glory which fadeth not. If

we could have forgotten the blessings wliich God has

for a time taken to himself, and is reserving for you

in his keepings we might have thought of you as one

" Whose cheerful day benevolence endears,

Whose nificht cong:ratulatino; conscience cheers.

The general favourite, and the general friend."

Mrs. Grant always retained her love of nature and

simpUcity ; she was fond of having flowers and birds

in her sitting room, and liked to collect parties of

children about her. Until confined to bed^ a fortnight

before her deaths the fine view of the country from

her windows in Manor Place was a never-faihng

Remains of the Rev. Edmund D. Griffin. New York, 1831.
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source of delight to her. The trees, the green grass,

the distant hills, the sky, the setting sun,— nature in

all .her varieties, had charms for her. Her thankful-

ness to God for the mercies she enjoyed often escaped

in ejaculations from her hps, when seated quietly

with the few that latterly formed her domestic circle.

Her sorrows she kept within her own heart, showing

by her unbroken courage the value of the hope that

supported her, and by her ever ready sympathy with

the griefs of others, how deeply she had felt, and how
well she understood, sorrow in all its shades.

For the last twelve years of her life, Mrs. Grant

received a pension of 100/., which was granted by liis

late Majesty George the Fourth, on the joint repre-

sentation of Sir WiUiam Arbuthnot, Sir Walter Scott,

Lord Jeffrey, Mr. Henry Mackenzie (author of the Man
of Feeling), Sir Robert Liston, and Principal Baird,

who, in the memorial presented on the occasion in Mrs.

Grant's behalf, which was written by SirWalter Scott,

attest their opinion that ^^ the character and talents of

Mrs. Grant have long rendered her not only a useful

and estimable member of society, but one eminent for

the services she has rendei'ed to the cause of religion,

morality, knowledge, and taste. Her writings," they

add, " deservedly popular in her own country, derive

their success from the happy manner in which, ad-

dressing themselves to the national pride of the Scot-

tish people, they breathe a spirit at once of patriotism

and of that candour wliich renders patriotism unselfish

and liberal. We have no hesitation in attesting our

belief that Mrs. Grant's writings have produced a

strong and salutary effect upon her countrymen.
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who not only found recorded in them much of

national history and antiquities^ which would other-

wise have been forgotten^ l^ut found them combined

with the soundest and best lessons of virtue and

morality." This apphcation originated in the kind-

ness of Mrs. Grant's friends^ who concerted the matter

without her knowledge ; when the arrangements were

explained to her^ she was highly gratified by the

warmth of friendship which had given rise to them.

Her distinguished friend the late Sir William Grants

Master of the RoUs^ left her^ by his will^ an annuity

of similar amount; and these sums^ added to some

other bequests by friends^ and the emolmnents of her

writings^ rendered Mrs. Grants with her simple tastes

and habits of self-denial^ not only easy in circumstances

in her latter days^ but also enabled her to gratify the

generosity of her nature by giving to others.

During 1838^ Mrs Grant enjoyed her usual health,

and in the summer she occasionally went out in a

carriage^ or was carried to a garden in her neigh-

bourhood, wliich had been for several years a favourite

retreat of hers in warm weather. She continued to

correspond with her absent friends, and received and

gladly welcomed the friends who visited her in IManor

Place, until the end of October, when she was seized

with a severe attack of influenza. She had lost her

amiable daughter-in-law nearly two years previously
;

but her son was with her during this her last illness,

and she was sedulously attended by a lady who had

been her companion for some years, and by attached

servants^ until the 7th of November, when, to borrow

her own words, apphed, in the "Letters from the
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Mountains," to the death of a venerated relative,

'' she departed full of hope and comfort, with a full

confidence in the merits of her divine Redeemer;
and the looking back upon a well-spent life supported

her in the hour when all other dependance fails.''

Mrs. Grant was, at the tune of her death, in her

eighty-fourth year; her remains were interred near

the graves of fom^ of her daughters in the New
Cemetery of St. Cuthbert's, Edinburgh, where her

son has erected a monument to her memory.

The following is a Hst of Mrs. Grant's pubHshed

works :
—

1. A volume of Original Poems, with some transla-

tions from the Gaehc. Pubhshed in 1803.

2. ^^ Letters from the Mountains," being a selection

from the author's correspondence with her intunate

friends, from 1773 to 1804. Published in 1806.

3. Memoirs of an American Lady. Published in

1808.

4. Essays on the Superstitions of the Higlilands of

Scotland, with translations from the Gaehc. Pub-

lished in 1811.

5. Eisrhteen Hundred and Tliirteen : a Poem. Pub-

lished in 1814.
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Letter I.

TO THE REV. JOHN ANDEKSON5 DELL^ INVERNESS-SHIRE.

DQ- ^
Vv^oodend, near Stirling, 17th August^ 1803.

I HAD the pleasure of your letter^ for such

indeed it was to me^ renewing the memory of the

past^ which I must always remember with regret

the most tender^ with affection the most grateful.

Notliing but the softness that fills my heart and my
eyes^ when I look back upon my past life and its

associates^ could make me less sensible than I ought

to be of the blessings and benefits I enjoy here : the

beauty of the place rises on me every day^ and 'tis a

scenery calculated to nurse a sootliing and gentle

melancholy. My house is an excellent one; my
children well and domg well. I have got my mother

with me to nurse^ and she grows daily better with

regard to her spirits after her late deprivation*^ but

does not recruit much in strength.

* The death of the author's father, Mr. Macvicar.

D 2
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We receive very great and unlooked-for civility

from the people hereabouts. We have no near

neighbour excej)t Mr. Steuart of AUanton^ who,

being married to a daughter of Mr. Seton of Touch,

occupies that fine seat in the immediate vicinity ; he

is a literate and well-bred man, quite of the old court,

with much dignity, and considered stately. Mrs.

Steuart is a very suitable and resembhng character to

his. To us they have been all kindness, Hberahty,

and pohteness; we command their garden as if it

were our own, and receive daily fresh marks'of civihty

and friendly interest. I could have no idea of such

warmth of kindness where I have no claim what-

ever.

I have brought my son Duncan home from the

Academy, which he left with a very good character

from all his masters : he is grown a genteel-looking

boy, and much improved in his manners. The whole

country being in a ferment with warlike preparations

has kindled in his mind a spark of military ardour,

which I find it will not be easy for me to quench. I

have therefore been prevailed on to apply to the

Duchess of Gordon as the most likely person to operate

in such a business. I must beg you to enclose the

within letter to her Grace. I know of none so likely

to succeed in any application of the kind.

Offer my best respects to Mrs. Anderson, and be-

lieve me ever yours^ gratefully,

Anxe Grant.
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Lettee IL

TO MRS. SIVnTHj OF JOEDAKHILL^ NEAE GLASGOW.

My dear Friend,
Woodend, lOth October, 1803.

I heard of the happy acquisition you have made^

and was ready to congratulate you on having a son-

in-law so worthy of your daughter, when I got your

letter, and had the pleasure to find confirmed by you

all that I was led to expect from his prepossessing

appearance and general good report. I thought your

felicity was as complete as the state of human affairs,

and of your variously interested affections, could

admit ; though at the same time I well knew the ab-

sence of an amiable and only daughter must be, for

some time, a very painful privation. But before I

finished your letter I found an observation I have too

often made sadly confirmed, that the cup of hmnan

prosperity is always readiest to spill when at the

fullest. Subdued as my mind is, and famihar with

sad vicissitudes, I felt one of those heartaches which I

thought I should never feel more, on hearing of your

son's illness. You know what a favourite he always

was. I should have lamented it for his own sake,

although he were not what he is to you, and for

your sake, though he were less worthy, and less en-

deared to me, by the long habit of hking him from a

child.

My dear, dear friend, it is vain for us to cast anchor

here; the anchor drags, or the cable breaks, and

acyain we are driven forth into an ocean of trouble and

D 3
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uncertainty. Inevitable sorrows we must submit to^

and the man after GocPs heart was only indulged with

his election from three dreadful visitations. Doubtless

it is good for us that the measure and manner of the

furnace in wliich we are to be purified is not left to

our choice. Alas ! what experimental knowledge have

I not acquired on this subject ! Yet I am thankful

for now beginning to recover a degree of sad serenity

which restless care and ceaseless agitation had excluded

for some time past. You will think it a romantic

source of inquietude that^ though my own fireside

exhibits a scene of harmony and innocence '^ of power

to chase all sadness but despair/' I languish for the

scenes of humble happiness that have been so long

congenial as well as famihar to me. Gentle and

courteous cottagers of my ever dear Laggan ! where

is your smiphcity of life ? where are your native un-

debased sentiments ? where your mutual kindness^

your social affections^ your reverence for virtue^ your

grateful respect to superiors^ and your self-denial^ for-

titude^ and unequalled fihal duty ?

Here am I grieved with the altered manners of a

gross and sordid peasantry^ who retain only the form

they have inherited from their pious ancestors^ while

the spirit is entirely evaporated ; who^ while they

have advanced in the knowledge and practice of a

species of coarse and tasteless luxmy^ are retrograde

in every thing valuable and estimable; who regard

their superiors with envious ill will^ and their equals

with selfish coldness ; who neither look back to their

ancestors, nor forward to their successors, but live and

labour merely for the individual. They sure enough
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are degenerated ; but I have lived in a luxury of a

superior kind, which has made me fastidious.

I am sure you are tired of this rhapsody ; my next

infliction will be upon Mrs. Brown, to whom I owe a

letter. Don't be afraid of my growing misanthrope.

I have still benevolence enough remaining to afford

some love to my kind friend Mr. Smith ; you will also

offer warm congratulations to the young couple from

their sincere well-wisher,

Anne Grant.

Letter III.

MRS. BROWN, BALSHAGRY COTTAGE, NEAR GLASGOW.

\/r 1 i\/r "o Woodend, 26th October, 1803.My dear Mrs. JBrown^

Your letter is so very characteristic^ so very hke

yourself^ that I am perfectly charmed with it^ and

have sat down to answer it, though I am tired to

death, not having sat since morning, unless to eat.

Don't talk of egotism, unless you mean to reprove

mine, which is always superabundant. I dehght in

getting a peep of an old friend in then" every day

dress, and every day employment, to foUow them

through those duties which become pleasures by being

discharged with alacrity, and to walk quietly round

their domestic circle. Do you know my mind has

turned more towards, and dwelt more on you of late,

than for a long thne ? I am charmed with your cow,

and your onion-beds, and your attention to them. I

always liked your family for then" rural taste, and

D 4
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indeed never knew a set of people bred wholly in

town, who had so little of the cockney in them. I

sincerely felicitate you on a cottage cheered by rural

employment, and endeared by the neighbourhood of

such a sister as yours.^

I shall now proceed to tell, if that were possible,

what I think of Burns f, and how much I am obhged

to you for letting me into liis fireside. Alas ! that it

should ever have been the fireside of an exciseman or

a democrat ! for these, I am persuaded, were the heart

. wounds at which his life-blood flowed out ;— I mean

that the habits of life, the connections, and the chagrin

that these two unlucky circumstances brought on

him corroded liis peace, as well as corrupted his

morals. But, hke Job, he retained his integrity,

as far as his fellow mortals were concerned ; though

I fear his acquaintance with the great and the disso-

lute made him in some degree forget his first love,

that sense of religion which should have been the

comfort of his afflictions, and of wliich he retained

enough to embitter reflection, and make sin appear

exceeding sinful. I thought I was past weeping at

any tiling ; but these home strokes " extort from

hardest hearts confession of distress." But here, '' love,

sjonpathy, and pity wept at once." Nay, I very

often shed tears of admiration ; for nothing is readier

to melt my heart and fill my eyes than a sweUing

sentiment of sublime generosity or exalted philan-

thropy.

* Mrs. Smith of JordanhlU.

•}• Alluding to the Letters of Burns, then recently published.
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I don't know whether to pity or admire Burns
most. Why were such people made ? Was it only

to elate us by seeing how bright our nature can rise,

that we may be the more eiFectually hmnbled by
seeing how low it may sink ? He was indeed

" A beam ethereal, sullied and absorpt

;

Though sullied and dishonoured, still divine !

"

Those fatal wmters in Edinbm'o;li ! that more fatal

delusion of leaning for happiness on the bosom of the

gay and fortunate, because they make us the com-

panions of then' pleasures. But, alas ! though ready

to rejoice with us if we possess talents to heighten

their festive hours, when the day of affliction comes,

we are either left to pine neglected, or perhaps have

our sorrows embittered by the sneer of wanton in-

sult.

Ask me of liis genius ! I have not power to do

justice to its vigour, extent, and versatihty. His

poetry shows him in one walk of superior excellence

;

but his correspondence shows him to be equal to

any thing. 'Tis nauseous to hear people say what he

would have been if he had got a more thorough edu-

cation. If he had, he would not have been BmTis

;

he would not have been that daring, original, and

unfettered genius, whose ^ wood-notes wild ' silence

the whole chorus of modern tame correctness, as one

of our mountain blackbirds would a number of

canaries. He did know liis own strength, as such a

superior inteUigence necessarily must ; but then he

knew liis own weakness, though that knowledge

did not answer the purpose of self-defence. Oh
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that he had but learnt that difficult lesson^ which I

have, from experimental knowledge of its efficacy,

endeavoured to hupress most forcibly upon my chil-

dren,—that there is no high attainment, moral or reli-

gious, no excellence, no fehcity to be acquired, without

the habitual practice of self-command and self-deniaL

But this theme is endless. Yet one word more. How
different are his letters to Mrs. Dunlop, where his

heart truly opens, from liis effusions to his gay com-

panions;^—that scorn of the world and its vain pursuits,

that sublime melancholy ; that aspiration—though

struggling through doubts and darkness— after what

the world does not afford ; that acute sensibihty ; that

manly sincerity, and every thing that characterises

genius and exalts humanity. But I am wandering

into a rhapsody of words unworthy ahke of the sub-

ject, and of my unutterable ideas.

I have not left time to write your sister ; I have

indeed written myself down. God send you and her

all the blessings wished you by your unalterable

friend,

Anne Geant*

Lettee IV.

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW,

My dear Mi^s. Brown, Woodend, 1st July, i804.

I beheve I need hardly expect credit, even from

you, when I tell you that I Hve in a great hurry.
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notwithstanding my aide-de-camps^ whose diligence

ui performing their several duties I have no reason

to complain of; but I have dedicated this summer
to making certain arrangements in the way of

gardening and household affairs^ which will leave

me at leisure to apply to a new hterary task when
these beautiful days shorten ; for I really cannot tliink

of shutting myself up with my own gloomy reflec-

tions^ wliile all natm-e smiles invitation around me.

You can't think^ too, how many httle rural employ-

ments I create to myself by the help of tlnee cows

which I graze this smnmer, and which constitute no

contemptible dahy. The love of farming is cousin-

german to the love of nature : no person that has ever

tasted the sweets of weeding turnips and pulling lint,

not to mention the transports of marking the first

bloom nodding on potatoes— no such agricultural

enthusiast can give up these pui'suits without a pang

like that of a defeated general or a neglected beauty.

I hear often, and in a very satisfactory manner,

from my young soldier, who wishes to start home by

sea in their long vacation in September ; but whether

I am to indulge him or myself so far, I have not yet

decided. My mother is wonderfully well and happy.

I sometimes am incHned to envy her tranquillity and

freedom from those cares that wear and harass my
over-sensitive mind; but I should not repine, for I

have only an option given me betwixt care and sor-

row ; when I have leism^e, painful recollections crowd

in upon me and embitter it. It is a fearful tiling, in

this fluctuating state, to possess much : in proportion

to what we enjoy we must suffer under the privation
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of these enjoyments. Alas ! this is no theme to

follow.

Tell your dear sister I will write^ in these days^ my
acknowledgments for her last very kind letters^ and

that I have followed Mr. Smith's directions about the

bill with exact punctuality ; he has the great secret

of being at once exact and easy. Adieu^ my dear

Mrs. Brown. I am always^ with truth and warm affec-

tion^ yours^

Anne Geant.

Lettee Y.

GEORGE THOMSON, ESQ., TRUSTEES OFFICE, EDINBURGH.

•p. Q. Woodend, 20th August, 1804.
_uear ioir^

My brains are so completely addled with the

weary work of correction^, that you must not expect

a distinct account of my labours. I flatter myself I

have met your idea in the '^ March of Rhudlan.'' If

it requires any correction as to the smoothness of the

numbers, return it; I can no otherwise alter it, not

having retained a copy.

Our wood nymphs, who have then' books full of

memorial flowers, pressed for preservation, are quite

scandahzed at your Avant of reverence for such me-

morials. I have seen a single violet, the first of

* Alluding to some songs she had written for Mr. Thomson's
musical collection.
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springs sent above a hundred miles in a letter^ and

that letter perfumed by it for years ; indeed^ this im-

mortahty of odour is the violet's peculiar privilege.

Formal man^ with your exchange of visits ! What
would lead any one to Edinburgh in summer ? Some
of the girls will go and tire you out in winter. In

the mean time^ though I know you have many friends

who will be happy to accoimnodate Catherine^ I

doubt if any of them reside in a purer air or more

peaceful scene than this. Our girls are no wood-

wanderers ; they leave that to me. I shall take very

great care of her^ and do everything but amuse her

;

that^ in this convent^ is out of the question. But it

is not expedient for young people to be too dependent

on amusement : employment is certainly the zest of

life ; and I dare say Adam would have tired of Para-

dise had he not been ordered to prune and dress it.

Pray let me know by retiu^n of post when we may
expect her.

After wearing out my spirits with correction^ I

refreshed them by playing a voluntary^ which you

will find on the other side^— '^ The Braes of Touch."

A lyrical ballad do you call it ?—but it will not^ I sup-

pose^ answer any of your purposes. I am^ dear Sir^

yours^ with regard^

Anne Grant.



46 MRS. grant's letters.

Letter VI.

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW.

Tir 1 -iv/r T) Woodend, 23d August, 1804.My dear Mrs. Jirown^ ^

I had the pleasure of both your letters ; I can't

be exact about the quantum of your icy friend's

^^ refrigerants ;
" but this I am quite sm*e of^ that they

carried an enemy in their train, worse than any they

went to combat : the French we may hope to repel^

if not overcome ; but luxury will assm^edly overcome

us. I am sure Mr. Brown is perfectly of my opinion

;

nay, so clear am I on this pointy that I consider this

war as a salutary drain, and those high taxes, the

operation of which is chiefly confined to the rich^ as

public blessings. He who thinks wine too dear may
drinlv less ; and he who grudges the* carriage-tax may
ride on horseback^ or stay at home. Were there not

some little canals cut for draining away the superflux

of luxury, it would inundate the land ; and when it

sunk (as it necessarily must), its loathsome dregs and

sediment would breed a worse plague than that of

Egypt, imputed to a similar cause. When a wealthy

people cease to be warlike, they are the helpless prey

of every hungry enemy that chooses to attack them.

I have taken it into my head to be very sagacious and

political to-day ; but you must give me some credit

for liberahty, when I tell you that I am recently

smarting from the income tax : but that^ you will say^

is no reason for taxing yom' patience.
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By tlie by^ I am seriously disappointed at Robert's

not coming to us this year. I am sure he could not

but admire the beautiful braes of Touchy had he seen

them in their summer dress : he would see^ too^ the

mistress I have selected for him;—and against an-

other year she may probably be flown out of his

reach

:

" The hills, the dales, and groves remain

;

But Nanny there he'll seek in vain."

I congratulate you on Frank's recovery ; but you

have all too great avidity for teaching your boys every

thing early. He should not have been at school last

summer. I wish you saw what a fine boy I have^

that can talk of plants from the oak to the mushroom,

and yet has little more than his alphabet. Adieu,

my dear kind friend. I am ever yours,

Anne Geant.

Lettee VII.

TO ]\mS. BRO^VN, GLASGOW.

-myr -, -T»/r -T) Woodend, 13th December, 1804.My dear Mrs. ±>rown,

The singular exertion of friendship you made in

ill health, and when you had what others might have

esteemed motives for preferring your own ease, has

made a lasting impression on my mind, in addition to

all past kindness.

I am now going to set out on another less distress-

ing journey, though my time of life and state of health

make every jom^ney severe. My son sets sail for
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India in the beginning of January^ which arrange-

ment being somewhat sudden^ his plan of coming to

take leave of us is thereby overturned. Mrs. Furzer,

who takes a maternal interest in him^ has written me
urgently to come up^ she being confined all winter to

her new house at Richmond^ and Mrs. Malliet^ now
above eighty-five years of age^ requiring her daughter's

constant attendance in town. This latter is equally

desirous of seeing me ; and there are certain literary

plans^ &c. to be promoted by this journey. The
result you shall hear hereafter ; but depend upon it

they are no trivial matters that induce me^ at this

time^ to leave my family.

I do not write to your sister^ because I consider this

letter as the very same things compliments excepted^

which are things long since buried between her and

me; and if the ghost of ceremony should walk^ it

should be rather from her to me^ seeing that mine are

the precise circumstances to which superior minds pay

deference.

Now it comes into my head^ as the only recompence

I can make for kindness unvaried and unwearied^ to

choose you as the depositary^ during my travels^ of

all my sage observations^ of wliich^ however^ I shall

not be at leisure to make many;—you^ whose sons

and husband are too much occupied to be much your

companions^ and the tender tie^ which it was the Divine

will to break so early^ having left you without the

soothing comfort of a softer companion constantly at

hand^ will have more leism^e to pay attention to what

in itself will be of little value. I will send you all

my crude opinions on the wonders of art for Mr.
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Brown's delectation^ not in the opinions^ but the sub-

jects of them. Remember me with veneration to your

mother and aunt^ with much true regard to Mr. Brown,
and with love unchangeable to your dear sister and

her unequalled mate. Ever cordially yom\s,

Anne Grant.

Letter VIII.

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW.

Berners Street, London,

My dear Mrs. Brown, ^''^^ J"^^^"^>^' ^^^^•

Many thanks for your attention. I felt as glad

at the sight of your hand as I used to do long since at

Fort Augustus. I assure you a letter from this place

is a proof of affection ; for never was poor wight's time

more engrossed than your friend's. Such a variety of

characters and httle odd incidents occurred, that if I

were in a playful or moralising mood, or, what were

most of all desirable, at perfect leisure, I might fill a

long letter with a relation of my adventures before I

landed at Wapping. Suffice it that, after a voyage

of twelve days, I arrived, thank God ! in health, little

affected by fear, and not materially the worse of two

days' sea-sickness. I am glad I came by sea for many
reasons : one, that I got a view of the banl^s of tlie

Thames—beautiful even in winter ; and of so much

of the British navy— terrible even at anchor. I

wished Mr. Brown had been with me to admire Green-

wich Hospital, of which I dare say he has often seen

views— perhaps models. I do not expect to see any

VOL. I. E
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thing like it in England; yet it wants—what every

fine building here seems equally to want—an area

before it ; it is built in to the water's edge^ and re-

minds you of the description we hear of Venetian

palaces. But^ alas ! the days of description have not

arrived ; for never was mortal so occupied that might

be supposed at perfect leisure;— so now for a little

more egotism.

On my arrival here^ I found Mrs. and Miss Malliet

had been for days expecting me. They received me
with Caledonian kindness ; which was much from

them^ who are not in the habit of seeing many

strangers^ except card-parties ; though they have an

elegant fashionable house^ a carriage^ and suitable

estabhshment : but in early life^ before they became so

rich as they are now^ they formed reth^ed and frugal

habits which still remain^ though now quite unneces-

sary. I have not felt the operation of these habits^

for never was kindness and hospitahty more cordial

than theirs to me. They have a very desh'able circle

of acquaintance^ but 'tis odd that there should be

hardly one of these pure Enghsh : they are the race

of the French Protestants who came with Miss M.'s

grandfather from France^ when the edict of Nantz

was repealed^ and Scotch families who have been set-

tled in London. Among these are the Moores^ the

Hunters^ and the BaiUies^ including Miss Joanna^

authoress of the Plays upon the Passions^ some

Humes and Douglasses; all agreeable jieople, and

something more^— distinguished for one or other

species of merit.

Alas ! time presses^ and I have only leisure to tell
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you that my time has been very much^ but very agree»

ably^ engaged. My friends and relations in town are

numerous beyond what I could have imagined. I see

my son every day^ who does not go to India till

March ; but there is no help for that. To-morrow I

go to Mrs. Furzer's at Richmond^ where I shall stay

six weeks constant^ to finish my hterary task.'^' I am
truly^ sincerely^ yours always^

Anne Grant.

Letter IX

TO IMRSo BROWIST, GLASGOW.

Tiyr 1 -ly/r "n

'

Richmoiid, 8th April, 1805.My dear Mrs. JBrown^ ^

I meant to write you anytliing interesting that

occurred to me ; but never was still life so unvaried

as that I have led since I came here^ about the first of

February.

Mrs. Furzer has a delightful house and garden

here : the firsts elegantly neat^ and furnished in a plain,

but very genteel taste ; the last, a continued source of

amusement when once gardening weather comes in,

being stocked with the greatest variety of fruit and

flowers ; the brick walls, as well as those of the house,

being covered with grapes that ripen in the open air.

Few taste and enjoy things of this nature so much as

she does, who actually works in the garden every fair

^' The " Letters from the Mountains," which she was about to

arrange for publication.

E 2
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hour that she can possibly stir out. She is lucky in

neighbours^ too: the clergyman of the place^ a very

worthy and agreeable man^ lives next door ; another

clergyman^ who has a most agreeable wife^ opposite

;

and Mrs. Moore^ the general's mother^ on the other

side. Yet all these comforts have becn^ in a great

degree^ lost to us this springs Mrs. F. having been

confined to the house^ and not able to see any com-

pany^ till very lately.

When I came to town^ I thought my son was to

sail immediately ; the destination of the ship^ however^

was changed^ so he did not go: he is now^ however^

on the point of sailing with Lord Cornwallis^ and is

to be here with me on a visit for tvfo or tln^e days^

and then we shall all set out for London together.

Richmond and its whole neighbourhood is certainly

a cluster of beauty^ which^ after all^ one can hardly

call rural^ consisting of the houses of pleasure and

grounds adjoining^ belonging to numberless noble and

wealthy families. There are no views here (except

that exquisitely luxuriant one from Riclnnond Hill)

that would much please Mr. Brown ; that is to say^

they have no bold and striking features^ and would

make no figure in a landscape. Riclnnond Park^ too^

is very beautiful, and has an agreeable wildness that

relieves the eye, after the very tame, the very rich

country that surrounds it. Every walk we take

seems to be crowded with departed wits and beauties;

I meet Swift, Arbuthnot, Addison, and Pope, about

Ham and Twickenham, every day, in idea. They are

beautiful walks, no doubt ; but, if I durst say so, I

like my own sweet Woodend better. The self same
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rich scenes pall upon my eyes; but the silver Thames,
meandering tln^ough the most charming meadows,
decked with the noblest trees one can possibly behold,

always delights me.

I spent one day lately, with my son, in the King's

Botanic Garden at Kew. I should have been very

glad to have had Joshua' the son of Nun with me, to

bid the sun stand still; for, really, a day was very httle

to survey this epitome of the whole vegetable world.

I was in nearly twenty hot-houses: the three that

took my fancy most were— one with about sixteen

varieties of palm and cocoa trees, besides nmnberless

species of the aloe plants, singular beyond imagin-

ation; the next was the Cliinese House, where were

arranged on stands, rising above each other, an endless

variety of Chinese and other aquatics, planted in very

large porcebin vases, the flowers and leaves floating

in tepid water. Tliis building had, within, two rows

of wooden pillars, round v/hich were twined all the

beautiful creepers and gourds of the East, many of

which were in flower ; on the top was a range of

pots containing flowers of astonishing size and splendid

beauty. From hence we went to a hot-house, lately

built for the purpose of receiving a ship-load of plants

from Cayenne, captured on their way to Madame

Buonaparte, v/ho, it seems, delights in botany. These

plants are very curious; indeed, a vast variety of spices

are comprehended among them. I tasted cinnamon

from the very tree, and saw numberless peppers.

After leaving the torrid clime of these buildings, I

walked through the gardens, which teem with wonders;

but what pleased me most was to see what good sub-

E 3
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jects the royal thrushes and blackbirds are : they seem

so conscious of the protection they enjoy^ that they

repay it with the most ample confidence; they are

cousin-germans^ I think^ to your hens^ that fly out at

the window and walk up stairs again. These con-

fident musicians walk beside you^ fearless and careless

;

their nests are everywhere in your way^ but^ as no

one is suffered to disturb them^ they seem to consider

themselves as privileged.

My literary task* is not yet finished. I met with

many interruptions from my friends^ ill healthy &c.

I am^ as usual^ very busy to little purpose. I beg you

will not fail to write me. The time of my return

will depend on my poor nephew^ who is confined and

ill at Bristol. I begin to long greatly for my children.

I am yours truly^ &c.

Anne Grant.

Letter X.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., HOUSE OF COMMONS, LONDON,

cjj, London, 2d May, 1805.

The purpose of this address is to endeavour to

recall to your memory a person^ of whom you had

a very slight knowledge indeed^ at Fort Augustus,

thirty years agO;, then a girl of seventeen^ and in

whose father's house you resided while there. Since

that tune I was happily and respectably married to a

* See note, foot of page 51.
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gentleman of that country, who was minister of an ad-

joining parish, and chaplain to the 90th regiment. He
was a man ofmuch humanity and generosity. "We Hved
•m an open and hospitable manner^ and had twelve

children^ of whom eight remain. I hasten to the sad

sequel. Three years ago^ a sudden death deprived us

of the best of husbands and fathers. To liis young
and helpless family his character and example are a

rich inheritance. I do not fear that they will feel

absolute want^ nor were they left absolutely destitute.

My friends^ however^ urged me to pubhsh a volume

of occasional verses^ which I had wrote to please them
or myself. Tliis volume I have taken the liberty of

sending you^ not to sohcit your name^ or derive any

advantage in that way; far otherwise. I do not

mention my address^ to prevent the possibility of

having my motive mistaken. But^ having come to

town to send my eldest son to the East Indies^ and

conclude some other matters relative to my family^ I

happened to hear you spoken of as a worthy and

benevolent character; tliinking you^too^ at the time I

met with you^ the finest gentleman I ever saw^ I was

very attentive to your conversation^ and remarked that

you had a taste for literature. These are the circum-

stances that have induced me thus to commit myself^

by placing a confidence in you that may lead you to

tliink oddly of me. I cannot help it. You will never

see nor hear of me more ; and if you do not attend to

my simple request^ forget^ I beg of you^ that ever I

made it.

You see^ by the subscribers' hst^ thatmy own country-

people are interested in me^ and have treated me with

E 4
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unexampled kindness
;
yet my circmnstances rendering

it difficult for me to educate so large a family^ with-

out encroaching on their little capital^ I am now about

to publisli two small volumes^ without my name^ of

juvenile correspondence^ genuine and unaltered^ un-

der the title of " Letters from the Mountains." Now,

I send you my poetical volume, first, in return for

two books you gave me at Fort Augustus ; and, next,

that you may read it : and if you think as kindly of

it as muny others have done, it will perhaps interest

you in the writer, or, what is much better, in a large

family of orphans belonging to a worthy man. You
will, in that case, use your influence, which I know

is extensive, to make the intended pubhcation known.

I do not expect you to recommend it ; because that

is useless if it wants merit, and needless if it has.

Longman and Rees are my publishers ; they have

some volumes of the work herewith sent on hand

:

these, too, I wish you to make known. It would gra-

tify me if you would send a note to Longman and

Rees, desiring to have the " Letters from the Moun-

tains'' sent you when they are pubhshed. If you are

a man of delicacy and benevolence, you will do this,

to show you take my confidence in good j^art ; if not,

be at least a man of honour,— burn tliis letter, never

mention it, and forget the ill judged-presumption of

your obedient humble servant,

Anne Geant.
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Letter XL

TO ALEXANDER TOD, ESQ. LONDON.

Dear Sir
Bristol Hotwells, 5th May, 1805.

All is well. I am less fatigued than might be

expected^ considering how very much I was worn out

before I left the great city.

My companions were quiet^ rational people^ and

very civil. The night proved extremely cold and rainy,

but the morning presented an enchanting prospect,

which the rapidity of our course varied every minute.

Passing tlirough Keyntham, a village midway between

Bath and Bristol, I saw a young lady, whom I know
intimately and greatly value, standing pensively at a

window past which we were whirling. I put out my
head and bowed, and she looked aghast, thinking, I

suppose, it was a vision. But as ghosts do not often

travel in mail coaches, she would be much puzzled to

find out why mine chose such a singular mode of con-

veyance, especially as we do not understand eccentricity

to be fasliionable in the other world. I shall, however,

let her knov\^ that I still inhabit my clay mansion, tliin

and brittle as it is.

I found my nephew'^ much better than I hoped,

though far from well: he seemed, indeed, just beginning

to derive benefit from these waters, when liis languor

and weariness were about to make him desert his post.

Ten days, at least, I think we shall stay; and then we

* Lauchlan Stuart, Esq., nephew of Mr, Grant.
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shall take lodgings at Pancras for a little longer^ to

see how that agrees with us. I am very glad I came,

for I think I will keep up his spirits a little. I have

not yet seen the Lady Mayoress^, but expect her every

minute. I am, dear sir, yours very sincerely,

Anne Grant.

Letter XIL

TO MRS. brown, GLASGOW.

Berners Street, London,

My dear Mrs. Brown, ^^'^ ^^^' ''^^•

I have been in London just ten days since re-

turning from Bristol. My engagements and employ-

ments have, during that period, been various and

complicated, too much so for the detail that a letter,

written in the short interval I can command, could

contain ; suffice it that I have seen the two theatres,

and the best performers in each ; went again to won-

der at Roscius in Douglas, and did wonder— at the

folly of spoiling so fine a child by anticipating his

capabilities, and ruining his constitution. I wondered,

too, at the nature, good sense, and simplicity that ap-

peared in liis chaste and graceful action; and very

much indeed at the flexible minds of the audience,

that could admit the deception of such a little boy for

a single moment occupying the place of young Douglas

in their imaginations. I admired the boy and the

play ; but I admired them separately and distinctively.

A greater wonder still is in reserve. My " af-

frighting the glimpses of the moon" and *^^ making^
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night hideous'' at the Opera. This was a plan of
Miss MalHet's. By some odd accident her father was
led to have a small share of the patent^ which they

retain ; so she got an order of admission for Mrs.

Furzer and myself. The most wonderful things ex-

cept the matchless wonder of seeing myself there^ was
the scenery^ which is enchanting. The music was
Greek to me, and I understood as little of the lan-

guage of the recitative. To crown wonder, and exalt

it to amazement, I, who never saw a very splendid

spectacle before, and will probably never see one again

comparable to tliis, fell asleep in the midst of the per-

formance ! It was only for a minute ; but I had

walked from Berners Street to Westminster Bridge

in the morning, and had come through by-streets

on my return, and got no coach;— in short, I was

cold and fatigued to the utmost degree, and two

hours of tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee were too

much for me : but it was a very short slumber in-

deed. I am glad I have seen the Opera, because it

is really a fine spectacle, and enables me still more

emphatically to say " all is vanity."

Tell Mr. Brown I feasted upon the Shakspeare

Gallery with high zest; but I have not half done

with it, and, if I possibly can, will spare another

forenoon to it. Of the characters I have met with

I can afford no time for a detail ; only the venerable

Mrs. Carter I must mention, with whom I dine to-

day at Mrs. Hunter's,— Mr. Thomson's muse, you

know.

I have fixed for Charlotte's coming to my relation

Miss Stewart of Albemarle Street, who has behaved



60 MRS. grant's letters.

on the occasion with singular hberahty. My book-

seller likes my manuscripts^^ far beyond my expecta-

tions: he would have more^ ^nd more^ and more

letters. I must stop in haste^ but will write in a few

days. Yours affectionately^

Anne Grant.

Letter XIII.

TO THE REV. JOHN ANDERSON, DELL, INTERNESS-SHHIE.

pv ^- Woodend, 12th June, 1805.

When I was your debtor^ you said I paid you

very faithfully ; I beg, now that you are mine^ that

you may follow so good an example. You owe me
much good will^ many kindly recollections, and more-

over a letter^ wliich costs me a greater effort to write

than you are aware of. Writing is now as great a task

to me as to yourself. Writing to you, in particular^

seems conjuring up the ghosts of my departed hours^

and those the most painful and gloomy of them, which

are associated in my mind with your efforts to soothe

and support me in a crisis I shudder to look back

upon.

I am sure you wondered much at mv a;oin2; to

London ; but the io;norant alwavs Avonder, and so

must you, till you know my motives. It was new

to me to find myself blended in the gay and busy

crowd, as it is to you to see yourself classed among

the ignorant ; but I will not disturb the bliss of yom^

ignorance with explanations till an hour of greater

^ Letters from the Mountains.
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leisure. I am not going to be so absurd as to describe

London to you, where I spent very little time, and of

which you have taken a more intelligent as well as

more leisurely survey than I could. But if you have

any curiosity to know the general impression left on

my mind by this new scene of wonder and variety,

I will tell you in a whisper the result ; premising,

that I never felt this impression so forcibly as at the

Opera, where I was carried to be dazzled. Retired

people, possessing any degree of imagination, are

always forming splendid ideas of capitals, where

power and wealth, directed by ingenuity, and sti-

mulated by vanity, do all to please and to embelhsh,

that mere man is capable of performing. A con-

sciousness of having reached the very utmost, confines

the mind within the limited horizon of reahty, repels

fancy, and damps expectation. It is very fine,—but is

there no more of it ? Is tliis all that can be acquired

or enjoyed ? Yet I tasted all these things, and were I

obhged to live in a capital, I know not but that I

might prefer London even to any other great town

;

but the sight of it has by no means enlarged my views

either of human grandeur or human felicity. What
amused me most, was the Shakspeare Gallery ; what

filled up my mind most, was Westminster Abbey;

not only as a noble building, but as it impressed my
mind with the idea of its being the record of past

ao^es, and the threshold of future existence, where I

could have wished to rest and to expatiate, or sohcit

^' The spirit of Pluto to unfold,

What worlds, or what vast regions hold

The immortal spirit that hath forsook

Her prison in this fleshly nook,"
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I have not left room to gratify myself by telling you

the acquisitions I macle^ on this excursion^ of acquaint-

ance^ I may add^ friends^ among those whose friend-

ship is in every sense an honour^ though^ at this great

distance^ it can scarcely be called a happiness. I saw

your Duchess, too, transiently; she was— as she

always is to me— very kind, and I am— as I shall

always be to her— very grateful and sensible of her

goodness.

That unmerciful conjuror, Malcolm Laing, seems de-

termined to lay the ghosts of all our tuneful ancestors

in the Red Sea, or rather, in the black and bitter sea

of that ink wliich he has poured out so profusely,

" To blot

All forms and records of antiquity."

Do you think the children of enthusiasm will ever

forgive such an exorcism, or be easily reconciled to any

of their number who desert to the enemy's camp, or

furnish arms. Malcolm Laing will be a very proper

successor to Buonaparte, for I know of none so well

entitled to rule in the region of the self-sufficient.

My family are all well, and unite with me in kind

wishes. I can only add that I am, with much regard

for Mrs. Anderson, dear sh^, yours very sincerely,

Anne Grant.
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Lettee XIV.

TO I^nSS GRANT^ JORDANHIL, GLASGOW.

^J dear Mary,
Woodend, 4th August, 1805.

The little boys are come, escorted by the finest

young couple miaginable. We talk of nothing but

Mrs. S. S. since we saw her, and have but one opinion,

however differently expressed. Speaking of her, Anne
is enhvened to rapture, and Charlotte softened to

gentleness; such is the wonder-working power of

beauty chastened by decorum, and impressed with the

imperial insignia ofmind. Isabella is equally charmed,

and tliinks, with me, that the workmanship of the

casket suits the value of the jewel it contains. You
will say we saw much in so short a time. We did so,

for the care and tenderness she showed about the

children, her sohd and .rational remarks on their

dawning dispositions, and the soft sohcitude about

soothing the poor nurse-maid's grief at parting with

them, showed more character than would appear

in twenty visits. I would now tell you, if I could,

how much we are pleased with the dear Httle strangers.

They are the most engaging creatures, docile, en-

dearing, and most amusing; every one is engaged

about them, and even my own httle boy has fallen a

little into the shade : he feels awkwardly conscious of

this temporary echpse, but finds a new source of con-

sequence in being elder brother to the httle strangers.

I forgive the Reviewers, like a Christian, for what

they say of myself; but feel as revengeful as a Malay
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for what they say of the Highlanders ; for their silly

and absurd attempt to prove the fair-haired Fingal

and his tuneful son nonentities^ includes an accusation

of deceit and folly against the whole people. Arro-

gant scribes that they are, to talk so decidedly of the

question, of all others, perhaps, which they are least

qualified to determine! They are doubtless clever,

but intoxicated with applause and self-opinion. Why
should they wish to diminish the honour their coun-

try derives from the most exalted heroism, adorned

by the most affecting poetry that ever existed?

They disprove their own assertion; for had Ossian's

poetry been the shadow of a shade, a mere imaginary

imitation of what, if it ever did exist, had been long-

lost in the clouds of remote antiquity, it woidd be

utterly impossible that it should communicate to all

Europe the powerful impulse they are forced to ac-

knowledge. An author, describing a fictitious cha-

racter, may make us weep and tremble ; but then he is

impressed by some real one with the image he conveys

to us. The double deception of a feigned poet cele-

brating a feigned hero, could never have power to

reach the heart. Chatterton, the tattered theme of

all these sceptics, with whom they are sure to begin

and end, had powers of mind far superior to those of

James Macpherson ; and what emotion, except that of

wonder, was ever produced by liis j)oetry ? A^Hioever

agitates, exalts, or deeply affects the mind, must first

feel himself. Now, no man Avas ever an enthusiast

in the very act of knavery. Do the Reviewers know
so little of human nature as to suppose a man's mind

to expand with generous and tender sentiments, at the
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very instant lie is shrinking with the consciousness of

deliberate baseness? Let them hve twenty years

where I did ; let them acquire the language^ and know
the people ; and then^ and not till then^ I will sup-

pose them qualified to decide this pointy and then I

will readily abide by their decision.

Mrs. Steuart of Touch has been here^ and I there^

— kinder and more agreeable^ if possible^ than ever:

" Though I should wear out a' my shoon,

Just gaun to see her,

Wi' every other pair that's done,

Mair ta'en I'm wi' her."

Mr. Steuart was very ill^ and is at Gilliesland for his

healthy correcting his third volume. Mrs. Mackenzie

inquires tenderly for you. Wliat more can I tell you

— drowsy as I am—but that I am^ with many kind

regards to the friends you are with^ your affectionate

mother^

Anne Grant.

Letter XY.

TO IVnSS ANNE DUNBAR, LOISDON.

•Tiir 1 T-> ^> Woodend, 18th November, 1805.My dear Bar ^^,

I wonder at myself for writing to any one so very

deficient in common modesty. Ingrate that you are

!

* " Bar," a familiar abbreviation of Miss Dunbar's name, adopted

in the author's family. Miss Dunbar had some years previously

tau2:ht a school at Las^sran, which was attended by Mrs. Grant's

children.

VOL. I. F



66 MRS. grant's letters.

Have I not spent half-a-guinea and half a pair of shoes^

in coach liire and a fatiguing walk through Temple

Bar^ in order to see you ? You were an age in my
debt before ; and yet^ after all this^ you reproach me^

who have taken all this pains to see you^ and moreover

written twice unanswered.

Alas for Andrew Macpherson ! Yet why alas ? In

the full strength of his prol^ity^ sincerity^ and benevo-

lence— virtues yet unsullied by the corruptmg world

—he was called^ like the friend* of his childhood, from

sorrow and from dano-er. The Author of all sood

shortened their trials, before the breath of contagion

had time to blow upon them. I have brought myself

to think of them merely as transplanted flowers ; but

I will not tell you how many pangs it cost me be-

fore I could thus cahnly view those privations.

Poor Miss Dunbar of Boath ! for her, indeed, we
may say alas ! I thought she bore the stroke too well

at first,— it was a blaze of fortitude which could not

last. I fear she is now drainino; out that mournful

apathy, that indifference to all eartlily things, that is

found among the worst dregs of the cup of sorrow

:

but I will write to her very frequently hereafter, and

would visit her if I could afford it.

You are so carried off by one favoimte idea, wliicli

for the time has possession of your fancy, that you

cannot be brought to write a sober letter,— narrative,

descriptive, and domestical,— that will give one an

idea of your present occupations, state of mind, and

opinions,— in short, that will let one into your; apart-

* Alluding to a son of the author, who died a few years previously,

in early youth.
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ment and preserve the ease of intimacy and truth of

friendsliip^ by giving us a clear view of the object

which interests us.

Now^ if I were not sending; Charlotte with an olive

branch in her mouthy as a messenger of peace^ I would

draw a picture that would set Woodend, with all its

Dryads and fairy imnates^ before your eyes. There

you should see^ opposite my window^ gilt by the mild

beams of an autumnal sun^ the many-coloured woods^

half stript of their fohage^ giving a partial view of

stately towers and smoking cottages. Within^ you see

a decay more affecting. Poor Lauchlan Stewart at my
side^ with a hectic flush on his hollow cheeks^ and a

wild gleam in liis sunk eyes^ bespeaking the stealing

progress of the hopeless disorder that is consuming

life^ insensibly to hhn^, but to us too visibly. Sinner

that I am^ to neglect hhn^ the main object of my pre-

sent attention^ to write to one for whom I do not^

comparatively^ care !— for you are well^ happy^ and in-

dependent of me. Yet I cared for you very much when

you were sick and sorrowful^ and should do so again^

would my cares avail. I will not finish the picture^

but merely tell you with what calm cheerfulness my
mother knits and sings beside me. What a happy old

age is hers !

Are you not charmed with the '' Lay of the last

Minstrel ?'

" O Caledonia ! rude and wild,

Fit nurse for a poetic child
;

Land of the mountain and the flood !

Land of brown heath and shaggy wood !

Land of my sires ! what mortal hand
Can ever break the filial band

That binds me to thy rugged strand ?
"

F 2
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Read tliis on your knees^ and wo be to yon if ever

you aspostatise from your love and duty to the land

of cakes^ which is indeed the land of social life and

social love^ and lies in a happy medium between the

dissipated gaiety and improvident thoughtlessness of

the Irish^ and the cold and close attention to petty

comforts and conveniences wliich absorbs the English

mind^ and damps the soul of kindness and generosity

when it deranges any of their Httle arrangements to

see or serve their friends. Yet they excel us in many

tilings : they have less pride^ less vanity^ less affecta-

tion^ less of that art which is the child of an unhappy

match betwixt vanity and necessity. But then^ know-

ledge and sentiment are more widely diffused among

us^ and we have more self-denial^ that noble aid and

buttress to virtue. They have more of the materials

for happiness bestowed on them ; but we manage our

small stock better : we love better^ and our affections

take a wider grasp. Adieu^ beloved Bar. Your true

and unaltered friend^

Anne Grant.

Letter XVI.

TO MISS CHARLOTTE CxR.VNT, DOVER STREET, LONDON.

My dear Charlotte,
Glasgow, ISth December, 1805.

I am very thankful to hear of your speedy pas-

sage, safe arrival, raid the kind associates you have

had, and pleasing reception you have met.

Of all friends you must consider ]\Iiss Malliet as the
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person whose kindness to you is most spontaneous

;

slie is so entirely unconnected with you^— no drawing

of Higliland warmth or prejudice^ and so much out

of your own hue of life^ that you must look on her

countenance as not only flattering and creditable to

you^ but a peculiar favour of Providence^ which I trust

you will not forfeit by any impropriety.

Pray get a long sheet of paper^ and^ without waiting

for opportunities^ send it directly by post here^ filled

with a distinct account of your proceedings^ the state

of your mind^ the companions you are likely to have^

and the ^dew you take of the modes of life^ and the

characters you are likely to be connected with. This

is not from an idle curiosity about people whom I

may never see^ but from a desire to judge what pro-

bable influence such may have upon your own cha-

racter.

I have aheady exhausted upon you my whole quiver

of advice^ sphitual and prudential. I shall not now—
while^ I humbly hope^ the traces of my farewell

counsels remain unefFaced— repeat what cannot be

too much enforced^— the duty of remembering your

Creator in the days of your youth. Your heart must

pant for that tenderness of affection and sympathy of

feelina^ which cannot be found amono; strano:ers. God

is love^ my dear cliild. He is present with you while

we are absent. Let the vacant void be filled with

love for Him : do not vainly think that amusement

or anything else can fill it. You will always love us

;

but your love cannot be kept awake by perpetual

solicitude^ as ours for you is. Cherish a nobler sen-

timent^ which will help to preserve us in your mind

F 3
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as the friends of your childhood^ as those who have

taught you to take shelter from the storms of life

under the wings of Omnipotence.

You will guess that I came here with our poor cousin

Lauchlan Stuart^ who has decHned very fast since

you saw him^ and here I shall be till the sad scene

closes. Perhaps he will yet take an airing on a good

day ; but I see the tide of hfe ebbing fast^ and I watch

every favourable moment to raise his thoughts beyond

time to eternity.

Yet a few maxims before I finish. Examine your

heart
;
pray for humihty ; be very frugal (it would

be cruel indehcacy to be otherwise) ; be not petulant

;

avoid parties ; avoid criticism ; detest pertness : keep

a strict curb upon vanity. Above all things^ do not

try to seem^ but try to be^ with the Divine help^ what

others wish you^ and beheve me your warmly affec-

tionate mother^

Anne Grant.

Letter XVII.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., HOUSE OF C0:M]M0NS, LONDON.

q- ,
Woodend, 29th April, 1806.

I have just been greatly sm-prisecl^ as well as

deeply affected^ by your very kind letter. The pres-

sure of very peculiar circumstances emboldened me
to sohcit your protection for my most unwiUing pub-

lication^ when I was in London ; but I was so httle

satisfied with myself^ for thus exposing my motives to
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the mercy of unkind conjecture, tliat I endeavoured

to forget that I had written. So far I succeeded

that for months I have not recollected this indiscretion^

for such indeed I accounted it. Judge, then, besides

being dazzled by generosity, and soothed by delicacy,

how much I am relieved to find I have not been mis-

construed. I have the additional satisfaction to augm^,

from approbation so respectable, that the dreaded con-

sequence of ridicule and contempt will not result from

the sad necessity which induced me to unveil my
private correspondence to the public in this unusual

manner.

Tales of woe are usually tedious : I shall make mine

as brief as possible. My eldest remaining son, a boy

then under sixteen, but of a premature and very pre-

possessing appearance, with decent parts and manners,

was appointed a cadet for Woolwich in 1804 : he went

tlu'ough a preparatory course of military education at

Marlow ; and, a very few days before the time he

should have removed, was made the unfortunate de-

positary of a foolish and desperate combination among

a number of thoughtless boys, which afterwards pro-

duced the mutiny you must have heard of. He took

no active part, but, on being examined, refused to give

up the names of the rest, accounting such a disclosure

dishonourable. His size and manly appearance led

the court to consider him as a ringleader, and as such

he was (I am told unjustly) sentenced.

Until I heard the circumstances truly explained

from liis patron, Mr. Charles Grant of the India

House, I was inexpressibly wretched; for disgrace

was new to me, and I could not support it. Present

F 4
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inconvenience and pecuniary distress appeared light

when this was removed. By the advice of my dear

friend Mrs. Furzer at Richmond^ once Miss Ourry,

I went to London. His R. H. the Duke of York

was persuaded to be quiescent while my son was ap-

pointed a cadet on the Bombay Estabhshment^ and

matters were remedied as far as possible. Meantime

I had to keep him all winter in London. This^ and

the very considerable expense of sending him out to

India^ cut deep in my slender finances. To make up

to liis sisters for tliis^ I com2:)lied with advice often

rejected before^ and published these letters.

So far from refusing, from a mistaken notion of

dignity, your offered kindness, I am proud to owe an

obligation conferred by such a character, and in such

a manner. Accept the warmest acknowledgments of

a grateful mother, and believe me, dear sh', your

much obhged and most obedient servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XYIIL

TO ]MRS. SIVHTH, OF JORDANHILL, GLASGOW.

My dear Friend,
^'^''^^' ^^'''' ^^* ^^^>'' ' ''"''

I am charmed to think that you have been at

Woodend, and that my hard, and, I trust, not un-

successful struggles for independence, are honoured

with your approbation.* I hope you Avill not con-

* Referring to the " Letters from the Mountains," which were then
published.
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sicler it as tlie suggestion of vanity^ wlien I say that

the simple and peculiar manner in which my children

have been brought up^ has not on my side greatly

disappointed expectation.

I could have no reasons but those of delicacy to

conceal Mr. HatselFs friendly letter and munificent

donation ; if that has been violated, it is you that

must be answerable. When the gourd that conceals

us from public view is blasted by adverse cn-cum-

stances, it woidd be gross aiFectation to pretend in-

difference to public opinion. It is noble, though per-

haps foolhardy, to encounter danger needlessly ; but it

is base and callous to encounter contempt. Tliis being

the case, you may believe I lean hard both on Mr.

Hatsell's approbation and yours, and feel comforted

to hear that the ^^ Letters" have a run in Glasgow.

I have got a most impetuous and energetic letter

from Miss Dunbar of Boath, urging for a copy, she

not having patience to Avait the Elgin bookseller's

expected cargo. i

I greatly aj)prove of your going soon to Peterhead.

Your son's portion of stamina is certainly inadequate

to his endless and boundless exertions. A watering

place, with other advantages, possesses that of leading

people to trifle easily and agreeably,—a very necessary

lesson for people whose sword continually eats the

scabbard. Doleful exi^erience has taught me to know

too well the meaning of this emphatic metaphor.

My house in Stirling would charm you ; it is

genteel and commodious : — dining room, drawing

room, excellent attics, and a spare bedi-oom after

accommodatino; everv one.
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I lay no claims on you now ; but whenever you are

settled at Peterhead, write to let me know how you

go on. With love to Mr. Smith and all the youths,

I am yours most affectionately,

Anne Grant.

Letter XIX.

TO ALEXANDER TOD, ESQ., LONDON.

pj , q» ,
Stirling, 12th October, 1806.

I am sure it will give you jDleasure to know that

I have already reaped considerable benefit from the

publication of the Letters ; though no benefit but the

reflection of essentially serving that family for whom
alone I live and labom-^ could compensate the torture

of mind it cost me to lay open my cabinets and my
heart in this manner to the pubhc. I am glad you

derived any entertainment from them. That they

should amuse and interest you^ who^ I dare say^ were

pre-determined to be pleased^ is less wonderfid^ con-

sidering^ too^ how famihar the characters and scene

of action were to you: but the warm interest they

seem to have excited in entire strangers^ was a thing

quite beyond my hopes.

You must ere now have been^ hke every one else^

astonished by a recent change in the North. Every

one is both sorry and indignant. I too am very sorry^

but it is for the person supposed to be advanced and

benefited. He^ I doubt not^ Avill have reason^ some

years hence, to adopt Cardinal Wolsey's pathetic ex-
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clamation^ when the ebbmg favour of an earthly

prmce deprived liim of even the last mterior re-

source. I think it was King Lear's fool that said

^^ he had never done well since he had come out of

God's blessing into the warm sun."

I dare say you think^ by tliis time, I shall not do

well till I have done gossiping and quoting plays. I

will only add that^ while I am anxious to discharge

the debt I owe you^ I am actuated by the pure love

of independence^ well knowing that you are not the

least anxious on the subject^ and being sensible that

you have taken pleasure in serving me. How essen-

tially you have done so^ in a most trying emergency^

I can never for a moment forget ; ought I not then

to be^ with the utmost esteem and attachment^ your

sincere and grateful friend^

Anne Grant.

Letter XX.

TO MES. brown, GLASGOW.

T. ^ 1 -71,T- -r> Stirlino;, 14th October, 1806My dear Mrs. Brown, ""

We are here barking in all corners with the cough,

the bm'den of wliich hes heavy on me for the present.

I labour under a very novel privation just now,

—

a scarcity of daughters : tliink of my having but two

with me at present. Isabella is in the Highlands,

Catherine is in your own region, and yesterday Mrs.

Steuart of Touch came to take Mary away ; but she

will only stay a day or two : and I could refuse
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notliing to a person who has been so invariably and

exceedingly kind to me^ and whom we are soon to

lose altogether^ for they are just about to remove to

AUanton.

Mr. George Thomson writes me in very high spi-

rits after his Welsh jaunty wliich would please liis

super-elegant taste more than a Highland one ; be-

cause there he would find the beautiful witliin doors,

to heighten the effects of the sublime without. He
has been everywhere received with the respect and

kindness to which his o;entle manners and genuine

worth so well entitle him^ and has made such musical

and poetical acquisitions^ that you may expect to hear

the true Cambrian notes of

^ " High-born Hoel's harp,

And soft Lewellyn's lay,"

revived^ for Mr. Thomson intends to pubhsh a collec-

tion of Welsh music, which will come out tliis winter.

To this Cambrian garland those amiable and esthnable

Scotch Muses^ ]Mrs. Hunter and Miss Baillie^ have

contributed some beautiful flowers ; but it will soon

appear in its own likeness.

You would be charmed to see the accoimt Mr.

Thomson and Mrs. Furzer mve of Charlotte. His

description is very flattering. Hear Mrs. F. verbatim^

who talks with disgust of the fatigue of smmner

parties^ and says she will shut herself up^ like a cynic

in her tub^ when winter comes ; but adds^ " I shall,

however^ admit a novice at Clmstmas, of whom too

much cannot be said
;
good sense and excellent prin-

ciple appear to govern her conduct, and her mind
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seems to me superior to false pride and mean vanity,

feiie IS what she is ; and in my opinion there is nothing
more indicative of a correct judgment, and a noble

independent spirit. So much for my opinion of dear

Charlotte." This verdict, which you may see flows

warm from the heart, was given just after Charlotte

had passed a week at Richmond. With true re-

gards to you and yours, I am affectionately,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXI.

TO Sins. SBnTH, OF JORDANinLL, GLASGOW.

My dear Friend,
^'''^'''^' -°^^ ^^*°^^^' ''°^-

I write at this particular time to give you what

I know you will tliink very pleasing Intelligence.

The Countess of Harcourt, Lady Charlotte Flnch^

formerly governess to the Royal Family^ and many
other distinguished people^ have been stirred up by

the letters addressed to the Lady of Jordanhlll^ and

other such letters^ to take a most active Interest In

the family of the writer. They have made Mr. G eorge

Chalmers write down for a list of all my family^ their

names and ages^ with a vlew^ I am told^ of doing

them good. Charlotte writes me that she has had

many visits from different ladles of high fashion^ but

lilgher merits whom she enumerates^ who are very

anxious to know^ among other particulars^ the exact

size^ complexion^ and ah^ of her mother ! Is not tlils

amusing^ when there are such numbers of people



78 MRS. grant's letters.

about me that don't care^ and never inquired^ whether

I am of any size^ or whether I have a complexion or

not ? Think hoAV I must applaud such laudable cu-

riosity. I have a letter^ too^ from my good friend Mr.

Hatsell^ who says he has just had a visit of two days

from Dr. Porteus^ the Bishop of London^ and cannot

say how liighly he speaks^ &c. &c. ; and^ moreover^

his Lordsliip offers to forward another edition of said

letters^ which he is to compress into two volumes.

The Bishop tliinks the present edition would have been

improved by leaving out some of those least interest-

ing;, wliich he is to mark hmiself. Mr. H. tells me

he now sees a fair prospect of my arri\ing^ by good

management^ at a state of comfortable independence.

Adieu, beloved friend, yom^s ever,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXII.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

My dear Sir,
^'^'^'''^' ''''' November, 1806.

I had your letter last night, and lose no tune

in requesting that the good Bishop of London, since

he has condescended to lay hold of the pruning-knife

for my benefit, may use it Avith unsparing justice.

Mercy, in tliis case, as in many others, is only even-

tual cruelty. The redundancies of my fading wreath

are, I know, full of mortal symptoms ; it is only ju-

dicious pruning that can give it any chance to ^' live a

little longer ;
'^ and securing this point may probably
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make me live a little longer myself; for I find the

confidence of hope^ inspired by the generosity of my
late acquired patrons^ to have a most sanative effect

on a poor nervous frame^ nearly exhausted by depres-

sion and anxiety^ care-worn vigils^ and days of eager

solicitude. Formerly none ever slept so little^ and
now I have begun to sleep till I wonder at myself.

I shall certainly conceal the kindness which the

Bishop means to extend to me in this instance^ and

even consider it as fairy favom^s^ which are lost when
they are boasted of; yet I hope I may say to my
intimates here^ that I have been honoured by his

approbation^ and benefited by his goodness in other

instances. Dr. Beattie is not the only Presbyterian

who admired such ho-ht ^^ as did from Hauoii's unsul-

lied mitre shine/' or from that of our own evangelical

Leighton.

The books his Lordsliip has the goodness to mark

may be sent by the mail-coach^ addressed to George

Thomson^ Esq.^ at the Trustees' Office^ Edinburgh.

Mr. Thomsm^jvho is best Jinown in Englajgd^as the

friend and correspondent of poor Burns^ is also my
particular friend^ and would carefully forward them.

Much^ much is done for me. I blush at the liberal

goodness shown to my insignificance^ when I reflect

that two such lights as Burns and Cowper were^ to all

human appearance^ prematurely extinguished by the

cold blast af poverty. You will tliink me in a fair

way to forget the humility that becomes ^^the sharded

beetle." Comparing myself to these hard-fated and

exalted geniuses makes me say^ in reference to their

destiny and mine^ —
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" Often shall you find

The sharded beetle in a safer hold

Than is the full-winged eagle."

I am, with the deepest sense of obligation, dear sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXIIL

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

DQ* Stirling, 27th November, 1806.
ear k^ir,

I greatly fear encroaching on your indulgence

by too frequent appeals to it; but where did ever in-

dulgence exist without invitino; encroaclnnent ? How
can I ever suppose either you or your venerated

friend can immediately overlook my ^^ tedious homihes,"

I mean the fragments of epistles wliich I have been

over-persuaded to send you?

You, my dear sir, are not singular in the surprise

you express at the silence of the Edinbiu'gh Review,

with reo'ard to the letters. You will be more sur-

prised when I tell you I am in some measure person-

ally acquainted with Mr. Jeffrey, the conductor of

that publication, iaiid that what further he knows of

me is through the most flxvourable medimn,— some

friends of mine, who are also his intimates, and who

are partial to my writings in consequence of long en-

deared attachment to the Author. My daughter, too,

was the favoured friend of his late beloved and very

deservino; vfife; so that I am convinced it is no
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personal ill will that makes tliis Arch-Critic so silent.

But there are^ among the Edinbm^gh Literati^ two

parties^— the Philosophers^ who are also wits^ and the

Enthusiasts^ who are also loyalists ; not in the luke-

warm form of the late converts^ but with such a sen-

timent as that to which your virtuous Falldand and

our great Montrose fell victims. To tliis latter party,

my friends more particularly belong. The Philo-

sophers^ whom we consider as disguised repubhcans,

value themselves on their prejudice against prejudices,

and on general increduhty. We, again, beheve all

that our fathers beheved; nay more; we believe in

the existence of the fair-haired Fingal and the sweet

voice of Cona. Now tliis enrages the Sophs beyond

measure ; their literary pride is all in arms at the very

idea that gentle manners or generous sentiments should

precede the existence of the sciences, and cannot con-

ceive how a man should have either valour or com-

passion without learning it at school. On the same

principle they treat female genius and female pro-

ductions with unquahfied scorn, never mentioning

any thing of the kind but with a sneer. Of late they

have clubbed their whole stock of talent to prove

that no such person as Fingal ever existed; that our

Celtic ancestors were Httle better than so many

northern ourang-outangs ; that we should never tliink

of or mention our ancestors, unless to triumph in

our superiority over them; that the Higlilands should

be instantly turned into a great sheep-walk, and that

the sooner its inhabitants leave it, the better for

themselves and the community. Judge what favom^

1, an illiterate female, loyahst and Highlander, am to

VOL. I. &
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find at such a tribunal ! I admire Jeffrey's abiKties,

and with his criticism on Marmontel's Memoirs^ and

the other on Anacreon Moore's poems^ I am unspeak-

ably delighted. But then he has so committed liimself

by his severity towards Mrs. Hunter^ Miss BaiUie,

and my friend James Grahame^ the amiable writer of

" The Sabbath/' and been so reproached by their

friends^ that he has lately declared he will never more

criticise his particular acquaintance. I^ for my part,

am yet to learn whether he spares the rod out of

kindness or contempt; but I shall soon know. Walter

Scott, the charming minstrel of the Border, is lately

enhsted in the critical corps ;
— such a loyalist as he,

appears among them like Abdiel among the fallen

angels.

I hope I have not been fatiguing, in my attempts to

amuse you with a shght view of the state of Edin-

burgh literary pohtics. With the utmost respect

and attachment, I am, dear sir, your grateful humble

servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXIV.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

Dear Sir ' ^^^^^^^S' l'^*^ December, 1806.

I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the

2nd, and the fm^ther satisfaction of finding that you

can be interested in my petty concerns, even during

the little time you allot to your more quiet enjoyments,
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as well as during your active engagements. If grati-

tude were payment^ you should be as liberally dealt

with as I have been by my booksellers. Further I

cannot proceed without disburdening my mind of the

wonder and admiration which the liberality of these

most generous booksellers has excited. Know, then7\

dear sir, that last week Longman and Company I

sent me their account stated, in which they have /

allowed me a handsome sum, out of their own half of
|

the profits, as a free gift.

Of your observations I can only, in general, say at

present, that they appear very judicious, and that I

shall do and omit according to your directions, not

merely as they are yours, but because I clearly see

the propriety of what is pointed out.

Far from being mortified by the good Bishop's ex-

pulsion of so many of my cliit-chat letters, I am greatly

flattered by his intention in so doing ; as I see clearly

he wishes these fugitive epistles of mine to rise in

consequence as they decrease in bulk, and to assume

at least the appearance of a production containing

some measure of amusing information, and calculated

to produce some degree of moral effect. I do not

shrink from the self-opinion which seems implied in

this: the sentiments and opinions of one connected,

tau2:ht, and influenced as I was, must have a moral

tendency, which, dressed in the colours that feeling

and fancy give to every object they approach, and

covered with the Hght drapery of easy and artless

narrative, may possibly, in some instances, attract that

attention, which is refused to more soUd and serious

works of the same tendency.

G 2
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Another attraction^ wliich I am conscious has drawn

more attention than any real merit the book possesses,

is the peculiar mode of life, and manner of thinking

consequent to those habits, which it displays : the

manners and sentiments here portrayed, can only be

found in the Highlands of Scotland, and very soon

will not be found even there. When we rise higher

in the scale of society, simplicity, with its attendants

candour and energy, to a certain degree disappear

:

when we sink lower, vulgarity and servihty become

too visible. In England, our manners have more the

effects of novelty, because there the different classes

of society are more distinct : here, people of bhlh and

fashion often treat their poorest relations, however

distant, with so much kindness, and admit them so

much to their society, that they are able to carry a

leaven of refinement with them even into their own

contracted sphere ; and so many well-born poor people

are driven by necessity into the army, and, by the

dear love of their mountains, back again, when they

have half-pay or any tiling else to live upon, — that

the manners and intelhgence they bring home, do much

to pohsh and enlighten tliek pecuhar circle. So that

here you often meet people meanly clad, and inhabit-

ing dwellings no less mean, whose information and

urbanity, compared with their appearance, would as-

tonish you. I speak now of the Highlands exclusively.

Query, whether those marking traits are not most ob-

vious in local, domestic, and in every other point of

view insignificant letters, which, like the straws in a

thatched roof, are nothing singly, yet in a connected

form give the appearance of warmth and humble
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comfort? This is merely matter of inquiry^ on which
decision is to be formed^ and not maternal tenderness

for these trivial hnks in the epistolary chain^ which

will be easily sacrificed by me to the same dread of

redundancy^ which has consigned many more and

many better to obli^don : I merely submit this to the

consideration of my much revered judges.

I consult no one here^ on these matters^ but my el-

dest daughter Mary^ who may be—indeed is—hable

to my own bias^ though possessed in general of a clear

and sohd judgment in ordinary matters^ and not void

of taste or attainments. I am^ dear sir^ very gratefully

and respectfully^ your attached humble servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXY.

TO MRS. HOOK5 AT SIR WALTER FARQUHAR's, BART.,

CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

-p. ^yr- T ' Stirling, SOth December, 1806.

I had the very great pleasure of receiving your

most acceptable gift *, and the truly affectionate letter

wliich accompanied it, late last night. I have thought of

little else since, and my first occupation this morning is

to answer it : yet^ from, the nervous tremor which any

new emotion excites in my shattered frame, and the in-

terruptions I am every moment subject to at this time

* " Sacred Hours ;
" a religious compilation, by Mrs. Hook,

daughter of Sir Walter Farquhar, Bart., and married to the Rev.

Dr. James Hook, afterwards Dean of Worcester.— Ed,

G 3
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of day^ were I anxious to appear to advantage^ I should

defer acknowledging your kindness^ till a more com-

posed frame of mind^ and a more quiet hour^ would

enable me to arrange my thoughts in some method.

When I talk of shattered nerves and powerful feel-

ings^ you will not suppose me adopting the language

of sickly and over-indulged sensibihty. That Gra-

cious Power that^ for good and wise pm'poses^ has

appointed me to do and to suffer more than many

others, has also enabled me, when '' the desire of my
eyes was taken away by a stroke suddenly," not to

mourn therefor in the extravagant and impious man-

ner which the imresisted tide of human feehng might

suggest. You, who have made the Scriptures of truth

your hope and consolation, need not be told what

book of inspiration I allude to. What I mean to say

is, that, after having borne up under such an over-

whelming tide of calamity, I should never talk of the

petty luxuries of over-indulged sensibility; when I

speak of nervous tremors, I mean merely the weak-

ness which a body and mind enfeebled by long severe

exertion must natiu^ally incur. And tliis I do not

say as complaint ; on the contrary, I have often been

astonished that a constitution which, though sound,

was never robust, has held out so well under such

heavy pressure.

You, it would appear, have not been equally

favoured. Three years on a sofa was, indeed, a long

trial of even Clmstian fortitude ; but you have been

like Sir Walter Raleigh, " who with liis prison hours

enriched the world." You have, in every sense,

dealt very faMy with your readers, for you have not
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recommended yom* cordial till you had an ample trial

of its efficacy on yom-self. I see you have drunk deep

at the fountains to which I always had recourse in

the hour of calamity—the Psahns, the book of Job,

and Young's Night Thoughts^ to me for ever dear

and efficacious. These have been the Siloa that has

murmured peace to my desponding heart, the Bethesda

into which I have plunged for the cure of my infirm-

ities, when overwhelmed by the greatest of all misfor-

tunes,—when my children in losing their father lost

every thing, and when they were all that was left to

me.

How has Providence made hght shine into darkness

for me ! How gloomy, how depressing, was the exi-

gence that induced me, with mingled sorrow, fear, and

shame, to open my cabinet—which, in fact, was open-

ing my heart—to the pubhc I

" Who sow in tears, a reaping time

Of joy, enjoy they shall."

says our old uncouth translation of the Psalms ; and

this I am sure I have experienced in the present

instance. What benefit, what comfort have I derived

from an event which has made so many of those who

may be truly styled ^' the excellent of the earth''

known to me ! Friendship with worthy persons, who

alone can be friends, has been always my wealth, my
most valued treasure. Truly did Dr. Johnson say, in

his last days, when the dawnings of celestial hght

began to dissipate the mists of prejudice, that the

good opinion of one upright person was very valuable.

Believe me, dear madam, that the sentiments of a

G 4
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heart so pure and warm^ and of a mind so well regu-

lated as yours appears to be^ are to me like the dis-

covery of a mine in which I am to have a share ; and

I truly account it as one of the many blessings and

benefits which I derive from what I considered as the

greatest possible misfortune. Write^ dear Madam;

tell me of your healthy of your father^ of your place

of residence : in shorty give me a chart of my new

possession ; for such I account your friendship. You
can say nothing of yourself which will not interest

me ; and in return I will endeavour to add interest to

the letters you have honoured with so much attention^

by sending you a key to the names and incidents to

which they allude^ which will show the connection

between the subjects of the letters and those of the

poems. I am^ dear madam^ your obhged humble

servant,

Anxe Grant.

Letter XXVI.

TO ]MRS. SMITHj OF J0RD.\NHULL.

"TV J- 1 J ;i p* 1 Stirlins;, 31st Dec. 1806.My dear and ever dear friend, ^

Never was quotation more apposite than yom's

from Johnson. Cold^ indeed^ are those excellent

hearts which Avould have been warmed and o^laddened

by seeing the arbiters of public opinion tliink of your

friend as they thought. As for Mrs. M.^ I knew she

would triumph in my most unexpected success. By
the by^ I hear that she is much better ; it appears to
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me like a resurrection. Oh that the all-powerful Spirit

would '^ breathe on these dry bones^ that they may
live!'' Who can tell for what pm^pose of exalted

mercy^ of illimitable good^ she is called back from the

brink of an awful futurity ? I feel I have much more

tenderness for her than I thought ; my secret medita-

tions continually hover round her^ and I think of her

with feelings unutterable. She has drunk of the cup

of prosperity even to satiety^ and it is not because she

seems unlikely to drain out the last dregs of the cup

of life that I lament.

I have received from Mrs. Hook^ daughter of Sir

Walter Farquhar^ the well-known physician^ a letter,

elegantly written^ and in terms the most friendly and

gratifying. She sends me a present of two volumes,

entitled " Sacred Hours," partly written and partly

compiled by her when lying on a sofa, to wliich she

was confined for three years by illness. These, as the

title imports^ consist much of devotional exercises and

scriptural selections.

Do not in the least fear for my head, in consequence

of the success of the Letters. In the first place, the

only kind of jDride I ever cherished was like those

weeds which grow in a poor soil^ and disappear when

it is ameliorated. It served no other pm^pose but to

fence in a kind of humble dignity. I valued myself

just as highly when I was treated by many insigni-

ficant people with contemptuous indifference, as now
that it is the fashion of the hour for people, every

way my superiors, to over-rate me. I very well know,

too, that the peculiarity of the subject, the lively,

because true delineation of scenes to wliich the world^
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particularly the English worlds is a stranger^ has ex-

cited attention fully more than the merits of the per-

formance. Johnson, who all along hated and despised

pastorals, being a kind of writing from which learn-

ing, philosophy, and cookery were equally excluded,

and in which people were neither witty nor wise,

sententious nor categorical,— he, I say, used to ex-

cuse his contempt for this way of writing because, he

said, we should never see a pastoral written by a real

shepherd ; and modes of life drawn from conjecture

did not suit his rectitude of taste. But here is a pas-

toral written by a real shepherd ; here are simple man-

ners and rural life, — hmnble, though not mean, —
simple, though not vulgar,— truly drawn. Truth of

sentiment is a hidden but powerftd. charm ; the heart

and imagination are detained by it, as the reasoning

faculties are gratified by moral truth or mathematical

demonstration. I am getting into too deep water

now.
I had almost forgot to tell you what has made

great part of my employment for a month past. Do
you know I have written your name and described you

and Jean, and all that do to you pertain, fifty times

since winter ? I have been forced to illustrate and

note sets of these books for people both in Edinburgh

and London, and the English curiosity about Moome
and our dairy-maids is most diverting.

Mr. Hatsell has the volmiies under correction, and

the Bishop of London is equally busy in the same

important task ; but in the meanwhile I get a weekly

spur from Longman, who assures me that my interest

suffers exceedingly by this delay ; and here am I be-



MRS. grant's letters. 91

tween interest and honour^ like Prince Prettyman

with one boot on : but honour will decide after all.

Tell Mr. Smith that his kindness to Catherine^ of

which she boasts not a httle^ forms an additional hnk
to the chain of obligation by which he holds me in

willing subjection. I am half dead with weariness,

and can only say that the chief pleasure I derive from

this evening gleam of watery sunshine is, that it jus-

tifies in some measure to the world that partiahty

which you, my dear, old, true, unvaried friend, re-

tained in all circmnstances for yom* most affectionately

attached

Anne Grant.

Letter XXVIL

TO 3ms. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

My dear IMadam, ^"^'^^S' -°*^ ^^•^^' ''^'-

I know not whether I should apologise for the

length of time I have permitted to elapse since I was

gratified by receiving your very friendly and affec-

tionate letter, the impression of wliich was not a Httle

strengthened on my mind by one I received from my
daughter Charlotte, containing so lively, so enthu-

siastic a sketch of your appearance and manners as

perfectly charmed pe ; and the more, as it contained

no affected rapture or borrowed flights, but was evi-

dently the expression of strong feehng, heightened by

warm gratitude. I was dehghted with the portrait,

and not a Httle pleased with the artist who had drawn
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it so happily. Had you known me so long and well

as to be convinced that such a proceeding was not

dictated either by vanity or flattery, I could find in

my heart to send you this artless homage to the cha-

racter which nature has impressed upon your coun-

tenance. I am just now extremely anxious about

this admirer of yours, who was preparing to take her

bed with the influenza, and I have not heard of her

since.

I was agreeably surprised to find that Dr. Lovel of

Bristol was the invisible link by which you and I

have been so strangely connected. You, of course,

are no stranger to my obligations and attaclmient to

that '' beloved physician." Very much retired as I

have lived, I have found in the course of my acquaint-

ance, that knowing one valuable and amiable character

is like discovering a vein of some precious mineral,

which, by adhering to it, is sure to lead you on to

other treasures of the same nature. The children of

truth and aflection have a simple yet peculiar lan-

guage of their own, by wliich, among all the rude

tmiiults of a jarring world, or the smoother tones of

artifice and dissimulation, they distinguish, comfort,

and delight each other. Of tliis more hereafter.

I cannot leave ofl* without telling you that when

the second edition of my volumes — now in the press

— comes to be disposed of, there is a reasonable

prospect that my worldly matters may be so arranged

that I may live with my family in the quiet sphere to

which my " regulated wishes " are confined, without

being the prey of solicitude for the future. A very

moderate share of tliis assurance will do for me, as I
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really am one of those good children who never cry-

but when they are hurt.

Without telling you how much I feelmyself obKged
by Mr. Hook's liberal encouragement to your wish of

commencing a friendship^ wliich most of the lords, of

the creation would consider as a very visionary pro-

ject, and very little desh^able, all things considered,

pray tell lihn how much I adimre liis generosity of

sentiment. I am, dear madam, with grateful affec-

tion, and, I must now add, warm adnnration, your

sincere friend,

Anne Geant.

Lettee XXVIIL

TO ]VniS. BROWN, GLASGOW.

My dear Mrs. Brown, ^'''^^^' -^*^ ^^^^^' ^^°^-

I am sure you think me the most ungrateful of

all creatures,— and seemingly with cause; but you

do not know how very much I have been indisposed

since I came here, and what distress of mind I have

laboured under. I hoped daily to have some good

news to communicate, and deferred from time to time

giving you the pain wliich you must necessarily share

with me.

About three weeks ago I got a letter from Charlotte,

informing me that she and all in the house were at-

tacked by an influenza which raged at the time through

London, and that she was just lying down to nurse

herself. Day after day I waited and hoped to get
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good accounts of lier, but in vain ; and tliis night I

have received a letter summoning me up to Richmond^

where^ it seems^ she is with Mrs. Furzer^ who^ being

very apprehensive^ and a great invahd herself, is most

anxious for my coming up. These alarms and journies

have quite worn me out : I have no longer constitution

for these exertions. Mr. Dundas^ the surgeon at

Richmond^ says that she has outgrown her strength,

and that it would not be safe to return her to the

London air and confinement for the summer, and

that I ought to take her down to Scotland. Now
they say that she is visibly the better of the Richmond

air since she went out, and Mrs. Furzer being to the

last degree nervous and apprehensive, I doubt not

that they see things in their darkest aspect; and I

therefore partly think to defer going till I hear from

the surgeon, to whom I shall write this night. But

think how dreadful my suspense must be in the

mean tune, and how great my self-reproach should

any thing happen ! Pray to the God of mercy to

direct me.

How bright were my prospects and great my hopes

till this cloud overwhehned me with tenfold o;loom

!

Write me what you would do if you were in my place,

and tell me if ever you knew one more the victim of

vicissitudes: but I am too soon elated, and needed

this.

Give my love to your sister. I had her letter, but

cannot answer it. Alas ! I can only tell you that I am,

in grief or hope, or whatever I must do or suffer, very

affectionately yours,

Anne Grant.
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Letter XXIX.

TO MISS CATHERINE MARIA FANSHAWE, CAVENDISH

SQUAREj LONDON.

My dear Madam, Richmond, 7th April, 1807.

I was much affected by your unwearied kindness,

wlien I saw, on coming here, your letter to Mrs.

Furzer, relative to my darhng Charlotte. Of her,

there is hope, subhme, elevating hope, that penetrates

and exalts my soul ; but it is not, to all human ap-

pearance, of this world ;
yet, considering it as a duty

to use every means, I am trying your kind prescrip-

tion.

I am at my beloved child's bedside ; she has had a

dreadful night, but is all awake to every generous

feeling, every pious sentiment: her great distress

obhterates no benefit, no affection, from her strong

ardent mind.

In this hour of extreme anguish, I feel satisfied

that the happiness that so visibly awaits her should

hush my selfish sorrow : all she seems to regTct is,

that her plans for advancing our comfort are frustrated;

but it is very comfortable to claim kindred to this

admirable creature in the high advancement which, I

trust, awaits her. I am, dear madam, with warm

gratitude, the affectionate and much obHged servant

of you and your sisters,

Anne Grant.
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Letter XXX.

TO MRS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET.

I
Brompton, Sunday, 19th April, 1807.

My dear consolatory friend^ whose kindness Is

the present cordial of my life^— Charlotte^ since you

saw hei% lias been better than I hoped.

Mr. Laing^ my honest Scotch surgeon^ has spent

part of the day with me^ and thinks her no worse

;

but I am conscious of her weakness^ and see every

transient gleam like a setting sunbeam. She has been

awake to all things sensible and pleasing, since you

left us. I enjoy every moment that she neither suffers

acutely, nor visibly languishes, as a reprieve from

anguish too great to encounter.

I trust we shall be equal to to-morrow's proposed

remova.1 into town, and that it will be a prelude to

comfort, either earthly or divine. God bless you,

dear tutelar spmt, who seem commissioned to watch

over the forlorn and sorrowful in a land of strang;ers.

Great is the reward laid up for you, and such as you.

May you anticipate it in a foretaste of the peace that

passeth understanding ! So be it* Adieu.

Anne Grant.
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Letter XXXI.

TO THE REY. JOHN M^^VnLLAN, STIRLING.
*

1Vr 1
Q' -

London, 21st April, 1807.

To you I commit tlie mournful task of commu-
nicating to my dear cliildren the afflictive providence

with wliich I have this day been visited. My dear

Charlotte departed soon after daylight : her memory
w^ill be ever comfortable to me^ for^, through her whole

illness^ her clear views of her Saviour's power and love,

and the pleasure she took in spiritual things, were a

consolation to my heart, the remembrance of which

will ever be dear to me.

Tell them not to mourn for Charlotte like those

who have no hope, but to imitate her, and hope

humbly that when then' hour draAvs near, they may

find the same support she did. I send them my af-

fectionate blessing, and will write whenever I am

able. I can no more, but am, dear reverend sir,

yours with much esteem,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXXIL

TO ]\nSS GRANT, STIRLING.

London, 22nd April, 1807.

My dearest Mary, be comforted ;— no soul that

ever escaped the fleshly prison here seemed better

VOL. L H
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fitted to share the fehcity of the just than our beloved

Charlotte's. Had you seen her suffer^ as I did^ you

would almost have prayed for her relief; yet never

creature bore severe distress with such cheerful pa-

tience : you have no conception how much the dear

angeFs soul seemed purified and elevated. I would

fain indulge myself and you with particulars^ but am
indeed unable : my bodily fatigues have been great^

and the mind^ you may beheve^ had correspondent^

though concealed^ sufferings. What a pure and bright

flame of love^ filial and sisterly^ burned in her bosom

to the last ! She mentioned you all by name a very

little before she expired.

Now I shall be of all creatures the most miserable

till I hear from you. Wliile my sweet Charlotte

soothed my heart with hourly constant expressions of

endearing love^ she engrossed me wholly ; now I lan-

guish for you all.

Dearest Mary^ submit patiently to the manner in

which it has pleased God to make yoiu^ sister happy^

and exert yourself to comfort the most affectionate

aiid most afflicted of mothers. God bless you all,

prays your affectionate mother,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXXIIL
TO MRS. HOOKj CONDUIT STREET.

My dear Madam, ^^"'^ ^^"^^"^^ ^'^'"'^ ^^^^ ^^'^'

Yom^ offer of attenduig the sad ceremony with

your carriage is in a liigh degree flattering and sooth-
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mg. I shall be happy as any thing can make me to

see you and your sister to-night. Sir Walter's kind

compassionate visit was most gratifying. Now^ my
beloved, cordial, consolatory friend, accept the warm
blessings of an oppressed but not overwhelmed heart.

Once more let me say—
'' My strength and heart do faint and fail,

But God doth fail me never
;

For of my heart He is the hope
And confidence for ever.'*

Adieu

!

Anne Grant.

Letter XXXIV.

TO SIR JOHN LEGARDj BART.^ SUNBURY, ]\aDDLESEX.

Albemarle Street, 1st May, 1807.

Sir^

I have just got yoiu^ letter^ and very much regret

that I did not receive it vsooner^ that I mighty what-

ever were the events indulge myself a few days with

the sight and conversation of a person of whom I have

learned to think very highly.

I was so gratified by the genuine kindness^ candour^

and hospitality disjDlayed in your first letter^ that I

was anxious to know more of a person who appeared

to me to possess not only genuine worthy but that

originality and strength of character that enables the

possessor to tliink and act independently, Mrs. Field-

ing of the Palace fully gratified my curiosity in this

respect^ and^ by her account of you^ left on my mind

H 2
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the pleasing conviction that you were just the kind of

person I wished to find you ; and though I did not

know how to say so^ I certainly did feel a great wish

to see you before I returned. But my affairs call me
home^ and I have made an appointment that I cannot

properly breaks with a lady who takes a great interest

in my family^— Miss Fraser of Castle Fraser^— who

is now on a visit at Hagley^ and whom I am to

join on Monday^ and accompany in her carriage to

Scotland.

I will affect no false modesty in saying that you

might be disappointed^ &c.^ because I sincerely think^

that from my strong natural wish to please and soothe

those that suffer^ and from my domestic and social

habits^ and taste for inteUigence and literature^ I

should coalesce very well with such a person as you

are said to be ; and^ by showing the due respect for

her placid temper and gentle virtues^ concihate a lady,

whose attention to your comforts, and indulgence

towards those you wish for associates, prove her pos-

sessed of no common merits.

For me, tossed as I have been from wave to wave

of sorrow and anxiety, a place where I could enjoy

ease and security, elegant society, — I mean that of

a virtuous and enlightened mind,— and a retreat from

the corrosion of perpetual anxiety, and the harassment

ofuninteresting visits— such a retreat would be to me
a renewal of life. But imperious duty, for the present,

forbids this self-indulgence.

To renounce my dear bleak native land for a per-

manent residence in any other country would not suit

my Caledonian habits. I, too, should be apt to say.
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" Oh, still upon my withered cheek,

Cold let the breeze of Ettrick break."

But a visit to you at a future period appears to me
very desirable^ if my duties could be made com-

patible.

It will please you to hear that the death ofmy lovely

and beloved Charlotte had every comfort mingled with

the cup of bitterness^ that lively hope and pious con-

fidence on her part could afford^ and that I had every

aid that the sympathy and friendship of worthy minds

could aiford me in supporting this heavy stroke.

The great haste in which I write^ instead of making

me concise^ has made me diffuse^ and I fear unintelli-

gible. You will forgive tliis ; and if you at any time

think of writing me a few hues to let me know how
this relentless disease^ the gout^ deals with you^ and

what your state of mind and spirits are^ your letter

will find me at Melville Place^ near Stirling. I am^

with gratitude and esteem^ Sh^ very much yours^

Ajstne Grant.

Letter XXXV.

TO IMES. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

The Swan Inn, at Birmingham,

My dearest Madam, ^'^ ^^"^' ''^^•

I snatch the first moment of abihty to write you,

for till now I was most completely disabled. I have

tasted all the bitterness of travelhng during a general

election, and sufiered a little in consequence ; yet my
usual good fortune of meeting with obliging fellow-

H O
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travellers has not altogether forsaken me^ as will

appear in the sequel. My friend Mr. Tod^ at my
own desire^ left me at nighty after taking every pos-

sible precaution for my morning accommodation.

When I went to take early possession of my place in

the coach^ I found Lad Lane all in commotion from

the crowd of voters who were going down to different

counties ; and sure am I^ since Laggan was a parish^

there have not been so many oaths sworn in it as

were there vociferated in one little half-hour. For

my further encouragement it appeared that there were

exactly twenty voters of the hmnblest description

attached to my carriage. True^ however^ as trite is

the observation^ that there is nothing so bad that there

may not be a worse : my new friends declared in one

voice " that they had never been in the inside before
;

"

yet they proved themselves not unworthy altogether

of that new privilege ; for^ whether it was that my
visage^ so wan and wo-begone^ excited sympathy^ or

that some emanation from my " Presbyterian auste-

rity" checked famiharity^ so it was^ that they treated

me with much more deference than my old pehsse

was entitled to^— the only mark of distinction that to

them would characterise me^— and on all occasions

were unanimous in expressing concern for the lady^

whom they imagined iU^ and who really became so at

last. Indeed, the lady expressed no useless contempt

nor disgust at her situation— received oflPers of accom-

modation civilly^ and, though silent, did not appear

suUvy : upon the whole, never was Hydra tamer. I

took care not to insult them by receiving what they

meant for civihty with contempt ; and, by a kind of
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tacit agreement^ they preserved decency in their dis-

course. As for the exalted personages on the roof, I

knew nothing about them^ but that they were noisy

and heavy ; the consequence of which latter quahty

was breaking one of the springs of the carriage. This^

in all amusing narratives^ is the prelude to an adven-

ture ; but^ as my narrative is too true to amuse^ I

humbly confess nothing followed^ but my tlnreatening

to complain to Colonel Montgomery— the candidate

they were going to support— of their over-loading the

carriage^ &c. ; wliich tln'eat was borne with becoming

patience^ and the lady was still pitied and respected.

This fair discourse^ after the carriage was mended^

brought us to Coventry about two in the mornings

where I parted with this worsliipfid society^ who

seemed to the last anxious for my safety and comfort.

I proceeded in another coach with two beings of

rather a superior order to my raggedy though not

rugged friends^ and about six o'clock tliis morning

arrived here extremely feverish^ with a severe head-

ache^ wliich^ though it blunted the stings of recol-

lections^ bitter though tender^ gave me too much room

to say^ that this day's journey had indeed produced

'' variety of wretchedness."

I have now had six hom*s of calm sleep ; my tor-

menting headache is gone^ and I feel comparatively

cool^ refreshed^ and tranquil. I must now conclude

this very dry narrative ; my next shall not be so

entirely about myself ; nor can I conclude this queru-

lous cln:onicle without requesting you to offer my
kindest wishes to Dr. Hook^ whom I sincerely wish I

had known better^ and whom I love for making you

H 4
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happy. Of you and Miss Eliza ^ wliat sliall I say ?

Not all I feel^ or it would appear exaggeration to

those who have not suffered as I have^ nor^ like me,

looked for comfort to beneficent beings, who came

like ministering spirits, '' with cordials in their hands

and eyes," to cheer and soothe me in the darkest

hours. And I was cheered and soothed; and in

knowing that I was so, you both have your reward.

Say something for me to Sir Walter, expressive of

the utmost kindness, gratitude, and veneration; and

believe that I shall ever be yours most tenderly,

Anxe Grant.

Letter XXXVI.

TO GEORGE CHALMERS, ESQ., BOARD OF TRADE, L0^^)0N.t

My dear Sir,
^'"'^"^S' '^"^ ^^^>'' '"'''

It is not easy to say how much I regret not see-

ing you when you had the goodness to call again upon

me ; no dark hour, however dismal and afflicting,

could for a moment extinguish the sense of your kind-

ness, of which every day affords new proofs : I have,

however, the comfort of thinldng that you derive a

high and pure enjoyment from being to me not only

beneficent yourself, but the minister of the beneficence

of others. Tliis to you is an unmixed enjoyment:

of such, few are allotted to my darkly shaded hfe ; but,

* Miss Eliza Farquhar, the sister of Mrs. Hook,

f George Chalmers, Esq., author of" Caledonia" and other well-

known works.
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instead of repining that clouds so often intercei^t the

day to me, it becomes me, with the humility of one
long taught in the school of affliction, rather to admire
those gleams of sunsliine which break tln-ough the

clouds that obscure his brightness.

My young people, not being willing to disturb me
with business till they knew exactly where I was,—
for I had thoughts of going to Bristol when I left

Scotland,— kept your letter. At length, after deposit-

ing its valuable contents with the bank, they sent me
your letter announcing and enclosing the benefac-

tions of those truly illustrious traders who make so

noble a use of the bounties of Providence, and can

drink of their full cup with a higher rehsh after having

replenished the empty ones of those to whom they are

the ministers of Divine goodness.*' Truly, indeed,

may England boast that her merchants are princes,

when such princely deeds of beneficence adorn the

annals of commerce.

Though I know the great minds of those distin-

guished individuals are as much above my acknow-

ledgments as their state of life is beyond my gratitude,

I earnestly wish you would convey to them my sense

of their munificent liberality, and assure them that,

though I were not personally the object of their bounty

it would give me very great j)leasure to know that

* Extract from Mr. George Chalmers's letter to Mrs. Grant.

—

*^ London, 31st March, 1807. I have now the great pleasure to

enclose you a post bill for 300/., the sincere tribute of three gentle-

men to your virtues and your talents, and to the useful application of

both to the best interests of society. You have gained this tribute

from the opulence and feelings of Mr. Angerstein, Mr. Thomson, and

Mr. Bonar, three merchants of London, who have the sea for their

dominions, and for their thrones, their ships."
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so much wealth was lodged In the hands of those who

can ^^give gold a price^ and teach its beams to shine."

In the literary race I see that your '' Caledonia'

has got the start of the second edition of '' Letters

from the Mountains f but these hmnble epistles will

gladly follow in its train^ and perhaps fare the better

for the interest excited by the transcript of om^ com-

mon parent.

Miss Fraser^ who had the goodness to bring me
from England in her carriage^ protracted her journey

to indulge me with a view of the lakes of Cmnber-

land ; and I certainly felt that quiet and solemn scenery

very sootliing. I was worn out and indisposed^ how-

ever^ and rested three days at Edinbm^gh. Last

night the long-dreaded interview with the mourners at

Melville Place opened eveiy source of anguish ; but

all-heahng time will^ no doubt^ have its usual lenient

influence. Never family were more fondly attached

to each other ; tliis endeared affection^ long a soiu'ce of

comfort^ now embitters calamity. I can only add that

I am^ with much esteem and gratitude^ most sin-

cerely yours^

Anne Geant.

Letter XXXVIL
to mrs. hook, iiertingfordbuky, neak hertford.

INIy clear Madam, ^*^'^l^"g' ^^th May, i807.

You must not tliink that aiiytliing less than great

fatigue and extreme despondency would have prevented
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me from writing immediately on my arrival at home

;

but indeed the scene was so overpowering that I was

not able. Judge of the state to which my mind^ so

subdued by calamity, was reduced, when I utterly

forgot my darhng son : he was absent when I came

;

all the others smTounded me in my agony. I em-

braced and soothed them, but never thought of the

one missing ; and when he arrived from school, some

time afterwards, and came to my arms, I started

with the guilty sensation of one who had neglected

some paramount duty. Bijit these details are un-

availing.

Now to retm^n to Miss Fraser. Nothing could ex-

ceed my surprise when I met her at Birmingham. She

was occupied with giving du^ections to her servants, and

scarce withdrew her attention when I entered. I was

nervous and exhausted after the last night's watching

and fatigue, and felt beyond measure timid and em-

barrassed. Her manner at first appeared to me cold,

haughty, and abstracted, though pohte. I went into

the carriage in a tremor, and never felt so forlorn

;

to mend the matter she does not hear well, and is

liable to frequent mistakes. In a httle time, however,

her real character began to shine tln-ough this ungra-

cious crust. She is a woman of a vigorous and mas-

cuHne mind ; sincere, candid, and generous, without a

shadow of cold caution, or littleness of any kind;

knows a great deal, and does a great deal, for her ac-

tivity of body and mind is boundless : so is her charity

and friendship, when once excited. Were I at leisure, I

could tell you many characteristic anecdotes of tliis ex-
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traordinaiy personage^ who is^ upon tlie whole^ a very

gentlemanly woman^ more attentive to tlie essentials of

kindness^ than to its soothing forms
;
yet her kind-

ness is not ^yithont a sort of dehcacy. For instance,

on my account^ solely^ she went round the lakes of

Windermere and Keswick^ and showed me all the

beauties of those charming scenes^ which to herself

were quite familiar ; and this without once saying it

was on my account. What days of sad and tender

luxury were these ! There^ undisturbed^ and in a man-

ner alone^ I could recollect scenes ever dear to memory,

and in the rapt visions of fancy hold high connnunion

with the pure spirit of my angel Charlotte; there,

grief and love flowed uninterrupted^ and there I could

convince my senses that she was really gone from me,

which, before^ my reason scarcely credited ; there,

indeed, my tears flowed^ yet they were not tears of

bitterness;— it was at home that these were wrmio;

from my worn-out heart.

But come, I must narrate. After leavins; the Cum-
berland lakes^ we took the road by Langholm and

Hawick. What a beautiful country we came through

on Saturday morning ! Its features^ wliich I am not at

leisure to describe^ Avere not hke any other scenery

that I had met with
; yet, with the aid of pastoral,

feudal, and predatory recollections, they were not only

beautiful, but very interesting, and their darksome

dens and wooded glens seemed a fit retreat for the

^^ flowers of the forest" that once shone the foremost,

or the gentler swains who woke the pastoral reed in a

milder period. I travelled awhile by the side of the

Tweed, where its banks are steep and woody, and the
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sound of its waters is deep and plaintive : I felt myself

saying with Bowles^—
" The murmurs of thy wandering wave below
Seem to my ear the pity of a friend."

We had breakfasted at Langton^ and travelled over

steep green hills^ through what seemed just a world

created for sheep and shepherds^ to Walter Scott's

Selkirk^ the ugliest of old Scotch burghs^ though

Inverkeithing were its rival. This ancient town

seemed to have fallen asleep with all its inhabitants

during the stagnant period which immediately suc-

ceeded the Union^ and to have just waked that

morning. We staid I cannot well say where that

nighty and came to Edinburgh early on Monday fore-

noon. On Tuesday I dined at Lady Stuart's of

Grandtvilly^ with Mrs. Arbuthnot and Lord Elibank.

On Wednesday and Thursday I remained with Mrs.

Arbuthnot at home. She is a person I both love and

venerate; there is something peculiarly true^ kind^

and amiable running in the Arbuthnot blood. Adieu

tenderly^

Akne Grant.

Letter XXXVIIL

TO MRS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

^ -. T HT T Pitfour, near Perth, 4th June, 1F07.
My dear Madam,

I will direct this under your brother's cover,

taking it for granted he is member for Canterbury.

I have been upon another pilgrimage of sorrow^, which
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has more distressed me and worn me out than even

that in which you cherished me with the cordial of

sympathy. My poor Catherine's health has received

a great additional shock in her beloved Charlotte's

death. This infliction is an aggravation of the former,

the bitter dregs of which I am now drinking ; for the

fortitude which you admired, and which I indeed

wondered at, was merely, I fear, owing to a hurry of

spirits that did not permit my mind to dwell on the

privation which I scarce believed real, so rapidly did

the succession of events and persons rush through my
mind.

I am just returned from the beautiful braes and

sweetly rural glens of AthoU, where I carried my
dear Catherine, to change the scene, and renew the

recollection of early happy days spent in the bosom

of the most fondly attached family that ever loved

each other. We went to the house of an excellent

person, Mrs. Stuart, at Stragroy, where we met with

every kindness. I was strongly ad^dsed to send

Catherine to sea-bathing, which I have now done at

her own desire, under the care of a medical friend,

where she will be in a quiet and cheerful family. I

write this in great haste, and under much dejection,

at good Mr. Richardson's, where I am staying a few

days.

Pray do write to me soon. Beheve me, that even

through this dark cloud I see you all with my mind's

eye, and shall remember you with tender gratitude

while my blood flows. I live in the thoughts that I

am remembered with some affection by thoge whom I

esteem, and the more sorrow I suffer the tenderer my
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heart grows^ and the harder I lean on my friends.

Adieu tenderly,

Anne Grant.

Letter XXXIX.

TO MRS. BROWNj GLASGOW.

-T\/r 1 Tv/r T^ Stirlino;, 12th June, 1807.My dear Mrs. Erown, ""

I received as much pleasure from your letter as

in my present state of mind I am capable of, and,

without waiting for it, meant to have written you,

were I but able ; but never in my life was writmg

such an effort to me,— never was I so utterly borne

down by the weight of calamity. Surely, though I

was not conscious of it, I must have been unduly

elated, or have in some way or other provoked this

severe chastening.

Daily and hom4y I seem to feel more deeply the

loss of my incomparable Charlotte, whose sterhng

worth, besides her warm affections and premature

abilities, were beyond what you can imagine. Cathe-

rine's illness sinks deeper into my heart than all

my other sorrows, and has for the tune disconcerted

all my plans. Charlotte's death greatly aggravated

her distress ; indeed you never saw a family so de-

jected. Isabella is sunk in silent and incessant sorrow,

and Mary's health seems much shaken by the late sad

changes. I feel myself, now, hke the wicked, who fear

where no fear is : every cough I hear, every dejected
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look I see^ alarms me, and I am trembling for my
children from morning to night.

Your mother is a noble example of Cln^istian for-

titude. That a Hfe so chequered by calamity as hers

should continue to be useful and desirable at her age,

is wonderful; but she was always an extraordinary

woman, and will be a blessing and example to you all

to the last gasp.

I could please you by telling how my friends

triumph in the success of the Letters, and many things

of that nature ; but I am really afraid to say any thing

on these subjects after all my sad domestic humili-

ations. Pray for me, dear and faithful friend
; pray

that in the bottom of tliis bitter cup I may find lasting

consolation ; that my mind may be driven from all

the strongholds of earthly dependence, to seek for

peace where it can alone be found. You cannot think

how much need I have of rest to my worn and agi-

tated spirit. Write to me, for I never had such need

of the counsels and sympathy of friendship such as

yours, — the friendsliip of a Christian. Yours most

affectionately,

Anne Grant.

Letter XL.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

My dear Sir, ^'^^^^^S' ^^* -^^^^^ ^^^7.

Some degree of indisposition, attended by a

severe depression of spirits, has prevented my sooner



isms, geant's letteks. 113

acknowledging your kind note. It is a great proof of

your accurate attention^ that only one considerable

error seems to have met with yoiu^ researches in look-

ing over the volumes which have engaged so much of

your care.'^^

In the midst of my dejection I feel a certain satis-

faction in observing that your benevolent exertions in

my behalf are likely to be attended with success be-

yond my most sanguine expectations. I daily hear

of some distinguished name honouring my unstudied

efforts with approbation. There is a lady in this town

on a visit to her sister^ who is married to an officer

;

this lady is^ I am told^ a person of talent and litera-

ture^ and everyway respectable—her name is Jackson;

she expressed a wish to meet with me^ havings she

says^ a letter from Miss Seward to show me^ expres-

sive of the most flattering sentiments relative to these

'Said Letters. I have indeed need of some cordial to

support me against the Revievfs^ Sic.y wliich are as

liberal of contempt as Dr. Aikin is of praise. The

Critical Review^ in particidar^ speaks of the Letters

with unqualified scorn^ and concludes with a sneer of

the most iUiberal nature^ unwarranted even by the

imputed demerits of the book. I am almost tempted

to quotation :
—

" While cheered by thy superior praise,

I bless the silent path the Fates decree.'*

My daughter is^ I trusty better ; the spirits of my

* Alluding to a new edition of Mrs. Grant's Letters, which Mr.

Hatsell had taken the trouble to revise before printing.

VOL. L I
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family begin to rise^ and mine—but too dependent

on theirs—-return in consequence.

We are all here lost in amazement at your elec-

tion frenzy ; in Yorkshire you have certainly outdone

your usual outdoings. The Thane of Fife^ with

whom Lord Lonsdale seems to have left his mantle^

is the only person I hear of in Scotland that seems

fired with emulation of your wonderful doings on the

wealthy side of the Tweed. He^ however^ has another

mania of better tendency^ that atones in some measure

for this perversion of the gifts of fortune : I do not

know if any man Uving has planted as much; cer-

tainly no man has covered so bleak and barren a

waste with future forests^ and that in the most forlorn

and hopeless district^ where we thought that nothing

could grow. We are all mourning over Mr. Wilber-

force^ and puzzling ourselves to conjecture what can be

his motive for risking liis independence to preserve

his legislative powers^, when the great object he has

pursued with such honourable perseverance is finally

attained. But to us Httle people at a distance^ the

projects of these eager combatants^ and the objects

they have in view^ are equally inexphcable.

I hope the sun looks out upon you amidst the rich

and varied scenery of Devonsliire^ so as to give full

effect to its rural beauties. It wiU gratify me very

much to know that you and your amiable connections

find all the pleasure you expect in your retuement.

It is comfortable to me to tliink of yom^ family and

Mrs. Fielding's, who, in the harmony of domestic

attachments preserved by mild affections and simple

manners, add, to all the elegancies suited to yom- own
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sphere^ those endearing tendernesses of domestic inter-

course^ which we in humbler life are apt to tliink

pecuharly our own. I congratulate you on the leisure

yom- present retreat will afford you to enjoy the

society of yoiu accomphshed nieces^ who^ I am sure^

will dehght to exercise their attainments for your

amusement. The only letter^ properly so called^ that

I have written since I came home^ was to Miss H.

;

not that I felt myself capable of contributing to her

amusement^—never was that less in my power^—but

it was merely the overflow of the heart. Of the

excess of this overflow you will have some reason to

complain^ if I do not in time subscribe myself, dear

sh% your much obhged^ faitliful^ humljle servant^

Anne Grant.

Letter XLI.

TO ]\mS. HOOK5 CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

^ -- T ^/T 1 Stirlino;, 30th June, 1807.
My dear Madam^

I have only had your letter a day in my posses-

sion. I told you^ as I tell you every thing, of Lady

Louisa Stuart's letter^ about a httle boy whom his

friends wished me to educate. This charge of mine (for

I have accepted liim) is a nephew of Mr. Morritt of

Rokeby Park^ and is likely in the end to be his heir^

he having no children. Now it is the misfortune of

this little boy to have lost his mother^ so liis uncle

takes charge of him^ and commits liim to my care.

I 2
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My endeavour must be to make an lionest man of

liim^ by the best possible means^ and prevent his being

bred with the idea of succeeding to an estate^ as he

is intended for some profession. Mr. Morritt Vv^rites

excellent letters^ and appears to be a man of sense

and principle : he earnestly requests that I would

come myself^ and sj)end as much time as I could

spare^ and ta]:e the little boy dovrn to Scotland with

me^ as he wishes to have some conversation with me^

on this same very novel subject of education.

Mary has had a cough in consequence of her Edin-

burgh excursion in springs which lingered too long^

and has reduced her a good deal. I tliink she would

be the better of a little air and exercise^— a change

of air I would say ;— I am therefore inchned to take

her with me as far as Mrs. Dixon's residence of Fell-

foot on the English lakes^ and leave her there till I

return from Eokeby Park with j\Iaster Morritt.

Pray direct your next to me at Fellfoot near Kendal,

Avhence I shall write you concerning many good things

and persons. Yours most truly and tenderly,

Anxe Grant.

Letter XLIL

TO MRS. HOOK.

My dear Friend,
^'"^^^'^ Westmoreland, 20th Ju]y, 1807.

My constant wearing sorrow, and the exertions I
use to prevent its entirely preying on my mind, so

confuse me that my memory seems decayed, and
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what I wrote in my last letter I cannot possibly recol-

lect;, so that I fear you are doomed to read a repetition

of what at first was not very amusing. I will proceed^

then^ to tell you that I got your letter the day before

I set out for England : I have taken Mary with me^

her health and spirits having been indiiferent for some

time. I came to Dunchattan on Saturday when I

left home^ and had the pleasure of finding Mrs. Mac-

intosh better than I hoped^ and her worthy mate

arranged to accompany us to Penrith^ where he had

promised to meet some friends. On Tuesday we took

our places in the mail^ that is to say^ Mr. Macintosh^

Mary^ and I^ with the addition of a well-looking gen-

tleman^ with a most pleasing and benevolent expres-

sion of countenance^ who spoke Enghsh exceedingly

well^ with very little of a foreign accent. We were

much pleased with this accession to our society^, who

vfas modesty well-bred^ and intelligent: judge 'of our

surprise when we found this gentle and polished being

to be a merchant of Archangel on the Wliite Sea^ on

the northern coast of Russia^ where we^ poor ignora-

muses^ imagined that there were no inhabitants but a

few savages in bear-skins. He soon^ however^ trans-

ported us to the banks of the Dwina^ and convinced

us that^ though it is one of the " rivers unknown to

song/' the bounties of Providence are riclily spread

upon its banks^ and that cheerfulness-, plenty^ and

even an unlooked-for degree of mental culture prevail

in tliis Arctic paradise ;— for such he seemed to think

it.

We stopped at the pretty village of Moffat^ which

is hke an oasis amidst the heathy wilds that surround

I O
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it : there we took some refreshment^ and proceeded to

Carlisle. We found our nocturnal journey more plea-

sant than we could expect^ the ever-changing land-

scape appearing in softened beauty^ as the twihght^

moonlight^ and dawn successively threw alternate

shades and dim lights over the wild scenery of the

Border. At Carlisle we breakfasted^ slept a little^

and also parted with our gentle Russ ; and the regret

seemed mutual. We then came to Penrith^ and were

charmed with it ; 'tis the prettiest^ cleanest^ most

fanciful-looking town you can imagine. Here we
met our good Mr. Macintosh's friends^ who were

well-bred^ well-informed^ and seemed very glad to

meet us. We dined and passed part of the day with

them ; but^ resolving to be here in the evenings pro-

ceeded on to Kendal. We found Fellfoot was farther

up the lakes than we imagined^ and deferred coming

on to it till Thursday^ when we arrived; and here

we are^ iiLthe most delightful place you canjmagine^

on the very brinlc of the Windermere lake^ at the

upper end of it.

I wish I could convey to you some idea of the

place and its inhabitants ; as for the former^ I must

briefly say^ that every tiling without is simply wild^

and every thing witliin simply elegant. Were I at

leisure^ or in Immour for description^ I could not do

justice either to the place or its owners^ both are so

far beyond what I had imagined. Mrs. Dixon is

truly an elegant^ enlightened^ and most ingenious

woman: she excels in music and paintings and in

kindness and hospitality seems all heart and soul.

She has two engaging nieces with her on a ^dsit^ who
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are '^ unto her as daughters
;
" and her husband seems

an excellent person^ of plain^ unaffected manners.

Smce writing the above^ Sunday has intervened.

I have been at churchy and have spent some time in

a well-managed Sunday-school^ which Mrs. DLxon has

built^ and supports at her own expense. I never^ in-

deed^ saw more active unwearied benevolence than

hers. But I will not fill up my letters with mere

narrative^ though affliction has so deadened my mind

that I am only fit to tell what I see and hear :
—

what I feel and think is best kept to myself. What
would it avail to draw the picture of a gloomy whirl-

pool continually circling round its own dark vortex ?

Not that I am " as those that have no hope^ " either :

bright gleams sometimes cheer this darkness; fancy

takes a short flutter^ hke a wounded bird^ but too

soon returns to brood over fear and sorrow. Yet^ in

society^ a faint reflection from the joys of others

gives a temporary relief; and in solitude I know

where to seek more permanent consolation; and by

earnestly seeking^ I hope to obtain '' that peace which

passeth understanding."

Mary is much better as to healthy but her cheerful-

ness is visibly^ and not successfully^ dissembled. When
it pleases God to restore Catherine to healthy we shall

all breathe again ; and I have a letter from my
medical friend^ saying he doubts little of my finding

her much better when I return.

I fancy you know that I very much wish to go to

Sunbury^ would the state of my family admit of it

;

and that spending a little time with you^ too^ would

be a darling object^ you need not doubt. But all

I 4
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depends on dear Catherine. If she is better^ I shall

not lose time in giving her the advantage of a sea

voyage. If I had none but myself to tliink of, I

should be the happiest of human beings; for there is

notliing enjoyable—
" No wholesome fruit that borders virtue's way,"—

but v/hat I taste with the keenest rehsh^ and every

short interval of ease is to me like a child's holiday.

You must not let yourself once think that I am a

whiner or a manufacturer of misery. Far from it.

Perhaps this^ of having a mind so open to every

pleasurable emotion^ is the very reason why I am kept

under such constant discipline : I should love the

world too well if my affections were not kept con-

stantly in arms against my peace.

Upon my arrival here^ I found your sister Mrs.

Hamilton's marriage in the newspapers : pray be kind

enough to offer my very sincere congratidations. No
person certainly ever entered the holy state with fanner

prospects of rational happiness ; clouds must and will

come^ but few may they be^ and quickly may they

pass ! Congratulate likewise Miss Farquhar on her

accession to that title and to the sceptre of dominion

in Conduit Street^ which I hope she wiU not very

quickly be induced to quit^ for the sake of that vener-

able worthy of whose domestic comforts she is the

guardian. Adieu most affectionately.

Anne Geant.
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Letter XLIII.

TO MRS. HOOK.

Glasgow, 3d August, 1807.

Now^ my dear friend^ after wearing out my very

soiil and spirits with communicating sad tidings to

others^ I come to claim your sympathy and gratula-

tion at once^— for you will both feel my distress and

duly estimate my consolations. Catherine^ my ad-

mired and truly admirable Catherine,, is at rest ! My
old attached friend^ the Eev. Mr. Hall^ who^ with his

whole family^ was particidarly fond of Catherine^ had

lodgings near her^ and some of them saw her daily.

I found a letter addressed^ by my desire^ to Fellfoot,

in which they told me that she had not at any rate

been worse than when I saw her^ and that they hoped

she vfould be better by the time I returned. Some
days after^ I got a letter at Rokeby from Mr. Hall.

I opened it^ and found the first lines a preparation for

some vfoundino; inteUi.<2;ence. I feared it mi^ht affect

me so powerfully as to force me to distress a house

full of strangers^ and particularly alarm Mary^ whose

mind had suffered so much from former distress^ that

she was ill prepared for a nev/ shock. I put the

letter^ unready in my pockety and feigned indisposition

to Mary, to account for the tremors I felt, which

shook me every now and then almost to fainting.

I sent Mary to bed before me^ and when she was

asleep^ opened the fatal letter. I will not describe

my anguish on finding the dear creature had got

beyond my cares and tenderness^ at the very time I
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was languishing to clasp her to my breast. Nothing

could be more sudden or more quiet than her de-

parture.

My dear friend^ I can write no more. When I

arrive at Stirling and settle quietly^ I will tell you at

large of my Catherine^ that you may know how

valuable she was. And yet how much fitter her

fervid spirit was for the bliss of angels than for the

struggles of suffering humanity! Adieu! my grief

will in time be tranquil as she who caused it.

Anne Grant.

Letter XLIV.

TO IMRS. HOOK.

My dear Friend, ^'"^^-' '^'^ ^""-'"''^ ^'^^•

You will no doubt wish to know how I bear

the late most afflicting dispensation, and how I am
supported in endeavouring to support the spirits of

my distressed family. Alas! my dear and sympa-
thizing friend, I dread to wound your feelings with

accounts of anguish too bitter for description. I

wrote to you from Glasojow, after havino- o;one

through the distress of communicatino- this most
unlooked for stroke to Mary. The tellino- it to Isa-

bella was still more terrible, and its effect was really

beyond my fears ; so that, instead of indulo-ino- the

sorrows of nature, or even that sad peace that so
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often succeeds a violent mental conflict^ I am forced

to exert unnatural spirits to comfort others^ and

tremble all over with terror for some new inflic-

tion. My lovely and much admired Catherine is

at peace ; her purity of hearty her ardoiu^ of devotion,

her trust in her Redeemer^ have now been found

available. I desire to be thankful both for her

painful preparation and for her easy and peaceable

departure^ the particulars of which I suppose I have

given you in my last. I have had so many anxious

inquirers to satisfy^ and have so often detailed it,

that it is wearing agony to repeat it. Anne, that

truly amiable creature, is my chief consolation;

deeply does she feel, and bitterly does she weep,

though silently
; yet her anxiety about my health and

peace so far conquers her own distress, that she con-

stantly watches my looks, reads me asleep at night,

and is, at a very early hour, at my bed-side to read

to me again : in short, nothing can exceed the in-

dustrious tenderness of her attention.

You see how powerfully all my designs have been

overturned ; but do not let the idea that you cannot,

by your hospitable kindness and cheering society, do

me all the good you wish, prevent you from doing what

you can,— that is, writing to me. Nothing chills be-

nevolence like the thought of its being unavailing.

Do not let your imagination put me into the hospital

of incurables. I do indeed suflfer very deeply; my
affection and my vanity are both wounded in thus

suddenly losing the ornament of our family, of

whom we were all too proud. Yet I will not forsake

the living, nor omit any thing that can do good or
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give pleasure to my friends^ while life or ability are

left me.

In my next I will tell you liow well I liked the

Morritts, and what a very charming boy I have

lirought home from them. Tell me of your boys, of

Dr. Hook, of all that pleases and interests you ; for I

am, under all this extreme pressure, very truly and

most affectionately yours,

Anxe Grant.

Letter XLV.

TO JOHN HATSELL5 ESQ.

T-w o* Stirlino;, 20th Auo^ust, 1807.
Dear fen%

^

I found two kind letters from you on my retm^n

from England, accompanied by two copies of the

RejDort on Voxcination. Amidst the poignant sorrows

that then and still prey upon my mind, it was com-

fortable to think I was so remembered. ]Mv dear sir,

it is not my eldest daughter whom I have lost, though

she w^as, on a former occasion, the object of my anxiety

and greatest apprehension,— Catherine, my admired

and truly admh^able Catherine, is no more : uncommon
beauty of person, and superior elegance of mind, dis-

tinguished her as the flower and ornament of our

family; purity of heart, strong devotional feehng,

and singularly warm affections, rendered her most

interesting. Lovely and pleasant she and Charlotte

were in their Hves, nor have they in deatli been far

divided. I must not forget that I have still o;ood and
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dutiful cliildren. Mary was greatly benefited by lier

excursion^ and continues better^ notwithstanding this

heavy stroke. I have very good accounts of my
young soldier from India; he has the advantages of

an excellent understanding and prepossessing appear-

ance^ and seems likely to make liis w^ay very well.

Your friend Mrs. Morritt seems^ indeed^ to be a

worthy and excellent person^ and I tliink very highly

of her : you have most exactly characterised her mate

in saying that he is lively and learned ; he seems to

be both in a very liigh degree : had you been his

guest^ as we were^ you would also discover that he is

extremely obliging^ and very entertaining. My young

pupil^ Mr. Morritt's nephew^ is the finest cliild ima-

<Tinable ; not a well-taught parrot^ but a creature that

thinks and feels^ and vfill^ with due management^ I

trusty be all that liis friends can wish. jSTature has

certainly done a great deal for liim^ and I tliink liis

uncle's solicitude on his account very amiable.

I have had an admirable letter from yom' niece^

w^hicli oives me great pleasure^ as being the transcript

of a mind candid and feeling— a mind whose unfold-

ino- oTaces bloom in some degree for you^ and must

<Treatly contribute to your entertainment and satisfac-

tion. Surrounded with so many comforts^ and the

object of affection so tender^ yours is^ indeed, a che-

rished old age, and may be protracted beyond life's

usual hmits. I am, dear sir, with the greatest esteem

and attaclmient, your obhged friend,

Anne Grant.

P. S. You make a most respectable figm^e, glazed
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and gilt^ above the parlour fire^ with Sir Walter

Farquhar on one side^ and Lord Kenyon on the

other.

Lettee XLVL

TO MKS. HOOK.

My clear Friend,
^'"^''^' ^'"^ ^"^"'*' ''°^'

I received yoiu^ affectionate letter on the very

day that I wrote one to you^ which I hope has reached

you. This will possibly be a repetition of it^ for never^

sure^ was memory so wrecked as mine; yet I have

seen others recover faculties wliich the shock of sorrow

had suspended^ and perhaps I shall be in some measure

myself again^

" When time on memory's dusky urn
A softer shade of sorrow throws."

Yet^ what is there valued and admh^ed^ what is there

truly valuable or admh^able^ that I have not lost

!

—youth^ beauty^ innocence^ understandings affection^

such as few hearts are capable of conceivings of which

I was the first and darhng object. To be thus beloved

by creatures so lovely and so excellent^— tliis^ indeed^

is a privation. But they love me still ; I am conscious

that they do:— no^ indeed^ I will not say a word

more of thcm^ nor degrade unutterable feelings by
language unequal to them.

Wells I mean to tell you of my fortitude ; here I

am with my mothers whos being quite deaf, is no com-

panions and AnnCs who is a most affectionate though
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not amusing one. Isabella, after her violent grief,

became very feeble and languid ; I had been advised
to send ]\Ioore to the seabatliing, to brace her, as she
grew very rapidly. I thought I would send them
both to lodgings at Queensferry, where there are fine

views and delightful walks. Mary wished to go with
them, and took her great favomite, httle Morritt, with
her, and a boy with him from the family of a friend, to

be his companion : so the whole party, with one of the

maids to wait on them, have gone. They have been
there now nearly a fortnight, and I am going in two
or three days to see them. This surfeit of sohtude

and thought will perhaps make me agam relish society

and comfort.

General and Mrs. Graham called here lately : Mrs.

G. spoke much of you, and says she has a letter from

Lady Charlotte Campbell, describing Hertingfordbury

as an earthly paradise. I have an affectionate letter

from Sir John Legard, who really seems to feel most

sensibly for my distress : he invited Miss Catherine

Fanshawe and Mrs. Holroyd— a sister of Lord Shef-

field— there, to meet with me : then- society he seems

to have enjoyed very much. I heard a great deal

about him at Fellfoot, for he is an intimate friend of

Mrs. Dixon : he has a certain selfishness with regard

to his intellectual luxuries,— the only ones he prizes,—
and seems to tliink that his sufierings and the sincerity

of his piety and virtue entitle him to indulge in a

kind of sincerity that the world is little inclined to

bear,— that of declaring his sentiments and emotions

just as they rise in liis mind, without much regard to

common opinion. Whoever does this much and long.
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unaware of the cleceitfuliiess of the human hearty will

indulge chagrhi or fastidiousness^ perhaps spleen and

passion^ when they tliink they are only sincere : tliis

I have both seen and severely felt in other instances.

But^ what you would not expect^ this ^^ Arthritic

Martyr" bears lils gout Avith serenity and fortitude.

I like him exceedingly ;, now that I have heard all his

'' jjours et contresr My excellent friend Mrs. Steuart

of AUanton does not come this season to Touchy be-

cause her lord is ill^ and gone to druik GiUisland

Avaters : she has written me a letter so like herself^—
such truth of kindness^ such genuine piety ! I revere

her as much as I love her : j^t she is generally

accounted rather estimable than amiable.

Come noYv^^ tell me in your next letter all the

gossip of your excursion
;
your sister's house^ husband^

and all the etceteras ; how your father holds out^ and

how the dear Eliza bears a Summer in London.

Adieu tenderly.

AxxE Geaxt.

Lettee XLYII.

TO MRS. HOOK.

My dear Friend,
Stirling, 5th September, 1S07.

I have just arrived from Queensferry, where I
have been visiting my colony of invalids. If you had
my last letter, which Avas long and comparatively
cheerful, you would know who these were ; all the
girls, then, except Anne, who is my companion, went
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to the beautifully situated town of Queensferry for

sea-bathing, which is always a renewal of life to Mary,
braces Moore wliile growing so quickly, and has been
most serviceable to Isabella. It was wounding to see

that gentle creature languish as she did ; nor was it

wonderful ; the hand of death never broke a more
close or tender bond :—but this subject I have forbid

to myself.

I can't express how good I think it of you to write

to me amidst all these engagements. Yours is what

Madame Sevigne calls friendsliip of the right kind.

I must tell you, however, more of my excursion to

visit my family at Queensferry. I said I might pos-

sibly come to see them, but did not assure them, nor

say Avhen. The Friday of the last week I took a

place in the mail, and stopped at Kirkliston, a village

two miles from Queensferry, through which the

mail passes^ and where any letters to the girls are

left. I alighted, and, walking on, saw at the first

turning two nymphs in black, Mary and Isabella

:

you never saw a surprise niore delightful. How is

ano^uish itself sweetened by the cordial of affection

!

Shall I complain, wliile conscious that angels hover

round me^ and while those that still on earth love me

so tenderly are themselves so worthy of love ? The

fire of heaven has indeed scathed my branches ; but

while the stem is bound by such tendrils as these^ life

will still remain in it. How tender, how interesting

Avere these eight days we passed together ! The dear

souls live in a voluntary seclusion, that they may

cherish the precious memory of my beloved ciiildren^

VOL. I. K
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and indulge those aspirations after a happier state^ so

natural to the wounded heart.

Never were finer and more varied walks than are

around Queensferry^ and the sea-breezes and batliing

have braced my Isabella, whose pure mind seems re-

fined and elevated by affliction : she is indeed like " a

tiling enskycd and sainted." You cannot think how

estimable she is. I am apt to say, in some moments of

" anguish unmingled and agony pure, " " O Cathe-

rine, Catherine, thou hast split my heart;" and I

tliink I hear her melodious voice reply, ^^ Then Hve

the pm^er with the other half." Sure I must have

told you of Catherine's voice ; the day that we parted

she sung the Judgment Hymn to me like a seraph.

^^ Angels hear that angel sing." There is no speaking

of that admirable creature without soaring into rapture

or sinking into anguish. " Turn, hopeless thoughts,

turn from her !

"

Now as to my seeing you again, do you know I

tliink it is not impossible : there is a business that may
require my presence in* London for a few days this

winter, but it depends enth^ely on the state of Mary's

health. If I do go, I will bring Isabella with me, to

try what change of society and the sight of a world

so new to her, will do to dissipate the grief that hangs

so heavy on her heart, and shall by so doing avoid

what is always very severe on my nervous frame, the

bustle and confusion that so large a family, cooped

together in a small house, occasion in winter, when
the younger members cannot go out to play. My
room has the nursery above it, and the kitchen below
it, and my nerves are torn to pieces with noise and
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running out and in ; the only other habitable room is

occupied by my mother : I except the dwellings of

Misses and Masters. The drawino;-room is liable to

a succession of morning visitors, and the dining-room

wants but " armed knights and wliistUng hawks " to

be like Branksome Hall. "Where then could the Me-
moirs of an American Lady be born and nursed ?

"^

More of this again. Adieu, beloved friend. I am
truly yours,

Anne Grant.

Letter XLYIII.

TO SIR JOHN LEGARD, BART.

-p. ^ Q* Stirling, 20th September, 1807.
uear ftir^

Your letter^ which I received some time ago^

gratified me^ and soothed me not a little. I tliink I

never sunk so much under any calamity as the pre-

sent^—never felt the uses of this world so stale^ flat,

and unprofitable. Yet tliis very sinking of the mind,

this incapacity of all exertion, makes me lean harder

on the sympathy and kindness of my friends than ever.

I well know that my trust ought to be fixed on the

Rock of Ages, from whence alone true and lasting

consolation is to be derived ; and I feel a firm as-

surance that my angel children rejoice in that

Redeemer in whom they trusted. But I am now

drinking the dregs and sediments of agony; I am

* Alluding to the Memoirs of an American Lady, published by

the author in the following year, the composition of which she was now

about to commence.

—

Ed.

K 2
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smkino; under the feebleness of an exliausted mind.

Could you but know liow amiable they were, how

warm their aiFcctions, how fondly they loved their

mother, whose pride and joy they were ! Do you

know I never knew till now how truly Constance

painted nature,— I mean how truly Shakspeare

painted nature, when he makes Constance afraid

that when she sees her son in heaven, he will be so

altered, that she will not be able to trace the lineaments

of that beauty she was wont to contemplate with

delight

!

My dear sir, you must not tliink that I am so far

lost to the dignity of real sorrow, as thus to inflict

my griefs on every one : it is a theme I keep sacred

but from a chosen few ; and if I say more to you than

others, it is because I somehow tliink you will pity

me more, and because I tliinlv, too, that you see and

feel pretty much on many subjects as I do myself,

which leads me to place tliis mom^nful and imavailing

confidence in you.— I wish I could explain to you

what I mean by this congeniality, which, like many

other points of faith, I beheve, though I cannot ex-

actly explain. Thus it is I see all the world grown

old about me but myself. People begin the world all

truth and warmth, all fancy and feeling, thinkino-

and acting for themselves ; as they go on, however,

the flowers fade, the plumes drop ofl", and half a cen-

tury's abode in this planet makes them as worldly, as

great copyists and slaves to custom, and to the opinions

ofpeople whom they neither love nor esteem, as others :

— and this in the very teeth of their crenuine feehno^s

and unbiassed judgment. When I v/as very youno-
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I reflected more, and acted more from the result of
those reflections, than most other people of my age

;

and to tins hour I see tilings of consequence in the
very same light, and act on the same principles, I
did then. Except Mrs. Dunlop, Burns's patroness, and
Mrs. Henry Erskine, married to the late Lord Advo-
cate^ I do not find a creature who has oil enough in

the lamp of enthusiasm, to burn on to advanced life.

Were it to go out with me, I should be dark in-

deed, irrecoverably dark. Now by what I have heard

Mrs. DLxon say of you, I should suppose you, too,

have the same unaltered notions, and think as much
for yourself, as ever you did.

I was greatly pleased with Mr. Morritt ^' of Kokeby
Park, the uncle of my little ward : he is learned,

without the least pedantry, lively without levity, and

has such frankness and simplicity of manner, and

seems to have a temper so obliging and aflectionate.

I have not seen a person so completely educated, and

who has been so much in the v/orld, that retains so

much nature. Then I really think liim a man of

idrtue, and am charmed with him for being so great

a Tory ; for I love a Tory with all my heart ; I hope

you are one. By a Tory, I mean not in any way a

Jacobite, but one that loves the establislnnent under

which we live, and abhors all those innovations that

strike at the root of those principles we have been

tauofht to lean on as our ^^ boast through time, our

bliss through eternity." Mrs. Morritt is, I think, an

excellent woman, little less intelligent than her hus-

* The late J. B. S. Morritt, Esq., of Rokeby, Yorkshire. He
died in 1843.— Ed.

K 3
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band : with the same kindness of heart and kindred

virtues, she has more cahnness and prudence, and

promotes liis comfort and interest by attending to

many things that he is too classical to think of wliile

he is roasting chines with Achilles and Patroclus.

But with all this Greek, he is neither frigid nor

pompous,—which is exactly what I like.

Now I am the better of writing this long dull

letter, and I hope you will not be the worse of read-

ing it ; it is the only return in my power to make for

yom- long kind epistle that cost you so much pam to

write. A line, to say you are as well as ever you are,

would oblige, dear sir, your friend and servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XLIX.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

TIT ^ ci' Stiilinar, 2nd October, 1807.My dear Sir,

I have just been honom^ed by your letter, and

am scarcely able to answer it, so much have my
nerves been shaken by writing a long letter to my
son in India, wliich opened afresh every source of

sorrow and tender recollection. His being wealthy or

distinguished is httle to me, who scarce indulge a

hope of ever seeing liun ; but let him enjoy that calm

of conscious rectitude, and the sweets of natural affec-

tion, made more dear and sacred by the participation

of virtuous sorrows. I feel extremely obhged to you,

however, by your reconnnendation of liim to General
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Hewitt^ and your niece's good offices^ which I think

I could always depend upon. It is mortifying to him
to be cooped up in an unhealthy corner, where there
•

IS no spur to diligence^ nor motive for emulation ; he

most certainly has abilities^ but requires some spur

to urge liim to exertion^ and seems to feel the tem-

porary stagnation to which he has been condemned.

My son is only nineteen^ and has lost no time for

serious business ; but the way in which such as he are

favoured^ is by annexing other offices to then* military

one.

Longman^ who is doubtless the prince of book-

sellers^ has written me a letter expressed with such

dehcacy and Hberahty^ as is enough to do honour to

all Paternoster Row : he tells me that the profits of

the second edition of the Letters amount to 400/. ; of

this they keep a hundred to answer for bad debts and

nncalculated expenses^ and against the beginning of

next year, I get the other three. How differently

have my betters been treated^ and how painfully must

I feel my own insignificance when I compare their

rewards with mine ! He urges me for the errata^

saying, and possibly tliinking, the third edition will

be out in a month. Meantime I buy stock, calculate

and wonder at my own wealth, to wliich, however^

you may believe the sad occurrences of this summer

did not add. I am proud of being remembered by

Sir George and Lady Robinson, of whose merits I

heard much tliis summer in Westmoreland. With

affectionate regards to your nieces^ I am, dear sir^

jour faithful humble servant^,

Anne Grant.

K 4
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Letter L.

TO MRS. HOOK.

'T.jr 1 -r^ • 1 Stirlino;, 6th November, 1807.My clear Fncnd,

Have I^ or have I iiot^ written to express my
heartfelt satisfaction at Dr. Hook's preferment ? You

wiU say that pleasure could not be very Hvely that

left so dubious a remembrance of its expression : but^

oh^ my dear friend^ you know not how confused my
over-watched and oppressed brain has been ever since

I received your letter^ whicli was truly to me like a

sunbeam oakling; the storm that threatened to wreck

my j^eace. Without metaphor^ or wandering from

the pointy then^ I have suffered for nearly a month

past what I cannot describe^ nor you imagine. Yet

my sorrow had no tragic pomp to dignify it^ — the

sickness of children^— that evil so common^ that it

seems nothing but to those immediately interested^

yet so severe that it wrings the heart's core m such

instances as this ; for I truly thought the sickness was

unto deaths and^ in one instance^ am still doubtful.

You have heard me speak of my youngest girl^

Moore^ (for I am conscious of ha^dng;, to a great de-

gree, the weakness of tallving of my cliildren). She

is quite a character, — correct, firm, collected, most

affectionate where she loves, '' but not," as we Scots

say, ^^everybody's body." She was a pet of her

father's, and she is the youngest girl,— all excellent

reasons for being very fond of her ; and so I am. She

got a great cold in September, and lingered on, still
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getting remedies, and still getting worse, till it be-

came, tln^ee weeks since, a serious illness. I was so

engrossed by tliis darling, that I could scarce spare a

thought to that model of patient sweetness Anne,
who, in the mean tune, was attacked with a feverish

complaint. She now fills every thought, and I cannot

breathe easily while she respires in pain: yet this

evening they tell me she is much better, and in the

strength of new hope I write. I could not do it

unless to one, like you, that will kindly endure the

description of all my sensations, and hear my tale of

symptoms with compassion.

Xow I do from my very heart congratulate you on

the late acquired chm^cli dignity, and hope Dr. Hook
will yet, with evangehcal charity, pour a bishop's

blessing on my Calvinistic head. You, whose family

— as was said of the regal power— has increased, is

increasing, and ought (not) to be diminished— you,

who were bred in the bosom of softness and indul-

gence, and Dr. Hook, whose open temper would lead

to kindness and hospitality, and whose manners qualify

liim as much for elegant society, as I suppose liis piety

and dihgence do for fiUing the most important sta-

tions in the church— what pity that either of you

should be hid in obscurity, or confined within the

limits of a narrow income. I, who sj)rung in a hard

soil, and had no title to j^ine for the luxuries of life,

have little merit in frugality or self-denial; yet in

these latter days I think that hardship much dimi-

nished, for it gives me even retrospective pain to think

in what narrow limits the elegant and liberal mind of

my beloved partner was confined,— how many indid-
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gences that his fine taste would have enjoyed with

superior reUsh were withlield from liim. Absurd re-

gret! as if the heavens were not brighter^ and the

earth more fresh and verdant to those minds endued

with this discerning faculty: ^^his lavish charter,

taste, appropriates all he sees."

I obeyed your directions most hterally with regard

to dear Miss Eliza's note. I must plead guilty to a

little vanity, or self-gratulation rather, to be so highly

esteemed by a mind so pure and artless as hers. To
receive praise from the praiseworthy, and share the

affections of so warm a heart, I consider as one of the

first enjoyments of life. Indeed, there is nothing hke

being beloved; 'tis a cordial containing in itself a

charm against the seductions of the world, whether

they appear in the shape of vanity or interest.

Tell the Doctor how I rejoice in his preferment.

Do not let your excellent father forget the existence

of one who so greatly regards him. Say something

to Ehza for me, sweet, kind, and prepossessing, Hke

herself. Adieu, my friend,— friend of my adversity;

what can be dearer ? I am ever, with affection, yours,

Ann*: Geant.

Letter LI.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

Dear Sir
Stirling, 2 1st December, 1807.

I am happy to find from your letter, that your

winter of hfe is still ^^ frosty but kindly," and hope.
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more tor the sake of others than your own^ that many
peaceiul and prosperous years may still be added to

tlie ensuing one. I am encouraged in tliis hope by
an occurrence of to-day^, for this morning I received

a present of '^ Faber upon the Prophecies/' from Lady
fetuart of Grandtully^ now above ninety years of

age^ who has read tliis work with great pleasure^ and
recoimnends it to me in a letter at once nervous and
kind. She^ too^ is rich in those cordials which best sup-

port dechning hfe. She has a brother, Mr. Ferguson

of Pitfom^, who is worthy of her, and a niece who Hves

with her, and whose mind, mascuhne and vigorous

as her own, is fitted to participate in all her enjoy-

ments. She is the person whom Sir Jolm Stuart,

father of Lord Douglas, married after the decease of

the amiable and hard-fated Lady Jane Douglas, who
is still a saint in my calendar.

To Faber, however, I can attend very httle at

present, being occupied with a task which I began

upon a suggestion of yours. It is a Memoh' of the life

of my most respectable American friend, Mrs. Colonel

Schuyler.'^' Several of my other friends—perhaps to

please me— had urged me to this; but I was dis-

couraged by the difficulty of recollecting and properly

arranging the materials. The chasms, which I cannot

at this distance of time fill up, invention might supply;

but there is nothing to me so despicable and disgusting

as those vamped up narratives, where truth and fiction

are so mingled, that the former is discredited by the

latter. Such a memorial, with a golden head and

* See note subjoined to Letter XLVI I.
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^^ feet of iron and clay," would be singularly unsuitable

in recording the character of a person so truly genuine,

so entirely unsophisticated, as she was. The state of

society in that district of America, at the time she

inhabited it, was so intimately blended with her

history, that it must be described to render it com-

prehensible ; this, however, to those who love to trace

the i3rogress of society in a new world, gives added

interest. I find too, upon retracing the scenes once

so familiar, many long-departed images rise to my
recollection, and that in tliis instance, memory ^^is not

dead, but sleepeth." In short, I l^egin to write con

amorcy and hope to succeed. This new occupation of

mine I find very useful in blunting the stings of

painful recollection, and erasing for a time '' the written

troubles of the brain."

As for my little pupil, John Morritt, he is every-

thing I could wish ; the sweetest temper, the warmest

affections, and the best disposition possible, are in liim

united with an uncommon capacity for such a mere

child, and an insatiable desire of knowledge. There

cannot be a more pleasing charge, nor one who pro-

mises more to do credit to the education bestowed on

him. He is extremely fond of my youngest son, who
is a complete original, though only three years older

than the little Morritt : never were the lines of a cha-

racter more distinctly drawn ; he is generous and

kind-hearted, but impetuous and hasty
; yet an excel-

lent scholar so far as he has gone, and adds solidity

and energy to his impetuosity ; he is, in short, a manly

boy, firm, undaunted, and tliinking for hhnself. Tliis,

I tliink, wiU have a good effect with regard to John
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IVLorntt^ wlio^ with every indication of superior capa-
city^ has a gentleness of temper almost feminine. I
liope you will forgive my dwelling so much on these

young friends^ to which trespass on your patience

your inquiry encom-aged me.

I hope this will find you happy in the society of

your friends Sir George and Lady Eobinson^ of

whom I heard much praise in Yorkshire. I am^ dear

sir^ with warm esteem^ yours very respectfully^

Anne Grant.

Letter LIL

TO ALEXANDER TOD, ESQ., LONDON.

Stirling:, last ni2:ht of

Dci* the departing year, 1807.
ear bn-^

I begin to long to hear of your safe arrival at

London^ and to be assured that the short visit you

paid your native land has revived all the kindly im-

pressions of local attaclnnent to the rugged soil and

bleak climate that make so great a part of a true

Scot's happiness. Tliis feeling belongs to an expatri-

ated Scot : hope^ the cordial of life^ is always setting

him down in some broomy glen^ or on some thistly

lee or heathery knowe ; and though he should be

doomed to see his loved country no more^ yet the

very loving it keeps his heart warm and open^ and

thus contributes both to virtue and to happiness.

I find I must go up to England sooner than I

intended. I had a piteous letter from Sir John

Le^ard some days ago^ in which he tells me he has
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had two of the severest paroxysms of the gout ima-

ginable^— worse than ever:— in shorty his life ap-

pears^ from his own account^ a very precarious one^

and he has the childish impatience natural to the sick

and solitary for the society he considers hkely to

gratify him. I suppose I shall make my appearance

in London^ if we all continue as well as we are^ in

the end of February.

When I am near the scene of action^ I shall be

better enabled to judge whether the plan which my
friends daily urge me to pursue will be truly ehgible^ or

indeed practicable. In the mean time^ with every good

wish for the return of many happy seasons to you,

I shall conclude this letter, and with it this year of

affliction. Adieu^ dear sh^; beheve me ever your

obHged affectionate friend,

Anne Grant.

Letter LIIL

TO SIR JOHN LEGARD, BART.

My dear Sir,
^'^'^-' ^^ J"^^^'^' ^^^^•

I had too sure a presentiment that illness was

the cause of your silence. Yoiu* last letter, which I

see with great concern is written by another hand, is a

truly arthritic letter;—I read agony in every line. I

hope your cruel enemy will soon relax his fury ; every

attack, however long its continuance, or dreadful its

effects, will more prepare you, at some future period,

for an amicable meeting with Him who is indeed the
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friend of the afflicted. I trust that this " long dark

approach tln-ough years of pain'' will terminate at

that narrow portal^ wliich^ opened by the hand of

your Friend^ pours forth a flood of splendour on those

who can say, " It is good for me that I was afflicted."

If tliis cross had not been appointed for you, 'tis hard

to say what effects health, affluence, continued pros-

perity, and the consciousness of abiUties might have

produced on a mind which had never learnt the

wholesome lessons of adversity. I hear you say, '' All

this is very true, but very trite," and wonder that a

person whose heart has bled should attempt to ^^charm

ache with words, and agony with air." I am only

offering you the balm I have repeatedly poured into

my own wounds, and which, if it did not heal, at least

soothed them.

I mean to bring with me a young Highland damsel,

whom no inducement would persuade to accompany

me if she did not imagine that yours was a dwelling

in some degree retired and tranquil. Isabella is my
third daughter, and has always hved at home : she

was pecuharly attached to my dear Catherine, by

whose death she was quite overwhehned, and I feared

for some tune that the blow would have been fatal

to her health. I hope the change of scene will prove

beneficial to her ; she is to me the object of peculiar

tenderness, from her singular attention to her duties,

and uncommon fihal affection. In this none of my
children were deficient, yet I used sportively to call

her my Cordeha.

I have been deep in all the wonders of unfolded

prophecy for some time past. I very seldom find
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leisure for reading that requires such intense applica-

tion ; but having lately received a present of Faber's

work upon the Prophecies^ I thought I could do no

less than endeavour to explore the Avonders of the

Apocalypse through the telescope thus afforded me.

One comfort I have derived from the perusal of these

mystic volumes^— I am pretty clearly convinced that

the Pope is not Antichrist. Now it always has

grieved my catholic spirit not a httle^ that the whole

Roman Church should fall under a description which

I

I thiid^_ with Faber^ far more applicable to the

I
infidels of the Encyclopaedia^ whose ashes the bigotry

I

'

of Atheism canonized in the Pantheon. ^Yhoever

I
hopes for salvation through the only merits of a Re-

l deemer I must recognize as a Cln:istian^ if sincere^—
I however deep his fringes^ or tawdry his embroidery^

I
though I would avoid his errors and guard others

I
against them. I^lunk Faber would amuse you^ if,

/ like me^ you are not so worn out as only to recreate

I yourself with light reading.

I assure you I anticipate a renewal of life from the

genial gales and peaceful shades of Sunbury. So

near Windsor^ too^ where I have a fan- and faithful

friend. I am^ dear sir^ yours^ with true sympathy

and regard^

Anne Grant.
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Letter LIV.

TO THE REV. DR. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

npi ^- Stirling, 9th January, 1808.

A thousand thanks for your delightful intelli-

gence, which would communicate to your friends a

sensation of delight, only inferior to what you felt

at the moment when you found yourself the father

of a daughter :— a daughter I always insisted it would

be^ and therefore not only rejoiced in your joy, but

triumphed in my own prescience. Now what, my
dear sir, farther can I wish you, blest as you are in

your family and connections, — rich in this additional

blessing of the most endeared and tender kind, in

the rising sunshine of worldly prosperity, and, more

peculiarly, " a cheerful heart, that tastes those gifts

with joy ? " I can only wish you a long continuance

of them, and that the children whom God has given

you may adopt your attachments, and share yom^

emotions, with as much sensibility as mine do in those

I feel. This wish in a great measiu-e includes that of

their resembling then parents in character, which, you

know, seldom fails to happen when their parents live

not for the world but for each other. Tliis, I am

happy to think, is most likely to be your case. Tell

your beloved friend and mine, that I shall offer my
congratulations in form to her, by the time it will be

proper for her to receive them ; tliis is to you merely.

All my family send their love to Miss Hook ; mine

attends that young lady's aunt and mother, who will

VOL. I. L
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be ever dear to^ dear sir^ your affectionate obliged

humble servant^

Anne Grant*

Letter LV.

TO ALEXANDER TOD, ESQ., LONDON.

Do- Stirling, 26th January, 1808.
ear bir^

^

I received your letter with every sentiment of

affectionate gratitude^ that so affecting a proof of in-

terest in my feehngs was calculated to excite. I am
very much pleased with the inscription for the tomb

of my dear Charlotte^ and very sensible of the de-

licacy with wliich you wished to gratify me in this

tender instance^ without puttmg me to immediate

expense. That same consideration of expense weighs

less with me than it ought ; but then^ being complete

mistress of the system of occasional privation^ and

having no inconvenient habits to indulge^ I never

sacrifice the gratifications of my heart to those

of my vanity ; and this ogives me a httle sea-room.

The true reason why I did not sooner indulge this

wish was^ that I did not tliink myself at Hberty to

do so till I had performed the same duty to a memory
ever sacred to my solitary recollections^ and upper-

most in all my thoughts. I do not recollect whether

I showed you^ when here^ an inscription which is

now engraved at Edinburgh on a tablet of white

marble^ and to be inserted in the stone wall of a small

enclosure round our bmying ground at Laggan

:
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evergreens planted by a hand now cold beneath them,

overshadow this little spot I wish to consecrate. The
inscription is simple and modest as the manners of

liim whom it commemorates.

My family improve m health, and my journey to

England is likely to take place ; I am, in the mean-

while, very busy with a literary task set me by Mr.

HatseU, and urged also by many friends ; this I mean

to finish at Sunbury, where I shall have leisure not

allowed me here. All join in affectionate compli-

ments with your obliged obedient friend and servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter LVI.

TO DUNCAN JAMES GRANT, ESQ., ENSIGN IN THE /TH

regiment, N. I., BOMBAY.

Ttyr 1 T-\ Stirlinp;, 26th January, 1808.My dear JJuncan, ^ ^

I really have scarcely spirits to write to you,

having been so disappointed in being so very long

without hearing from, and so cruelly mortified by the

miscarriage of my letters to you ; our spirits were,

however, a Httle supported by finding that Mr. Tod

had received a letter from you lately. Though the

chastening hand of the Almighty has fallen very

heavy on me, yet mercy has been so far granted to me,

that while I live and am able to continue my exer-

tions, notliing but returns of kindness and affection

will be expected from you by a family now, alas

!

much diminished.

L 2
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It pleased God^ before he called my dear departed

cliildren from me^ so far to subdue their minds to

himself, that I feel ease and confidence with regard

to their eternal welfare ; insomuch that it is a kind of

consolation to me to think that their pure spirits may

perhaps have it in charge to Avatch over you^ and pre-

serve you from the greatest of all evils^ — a lapse

into habits destructive of youi' present comfort and

future peace. Oh^ may that God^ in whose awful

presence we must all shortly appear^ impress on your

mind my earnest entreaty^ when I beseech you to

listen to the voice which cries from the graves of

those you loved^ and by whom you were beloved.

Think that they are softly wliispering what they

would cry aloud^ if the eternal laws that separate

embodied spirits from those released permitted :
—

^^ Return^ return and live ; live to yoiu^ God^ your

country^ and your friends ; live to poiu' bahn into the

bleeding hearts of those that pray and weep for the

salvation of your immortal soul !
" Chastened and

subdued as I am by many and deep soitows^ beheve

me^ even with the fah^ prospects that are now
open to your view^ I would rather^ could I be as-

sured of the fact^ hear of your dying now^ if you

left the world in the same frame of mind that they

did^ leaving a conviction that you were taken away
from the evil to come, — than be told that you com-
manded the army in India, living without God in the

world, and hurrying through the glare of worldly

grandeur to final destruction. My dear son, you

must needs taste of the bitter cup we have been drink-
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ing ; sisters so affectionate and so beloved cannot be

removed without making an impression on your mind

;

but, oh, do not pass this cup hghtly by ; drink deep

of it, and you will find the sweetness of divine con-

solation in the bottom. You Avill think of them as

guardian spirits, as friends ready to meet you, when
from the field of battle, or from the bed of sickness,

your soul departs from tliis scene of sad vicissitudes,

granting that you are found in the number of those

who have not rejected or trampled under foot the free

grace, the inestimable salvation purchased by the

blood of a Redeemer.

While thus earnestly sohcitous about a soul whose

alliance with its clay covering I consider as very

slight and insecure, from the hazardous profession you

are engaged in, and the noxious climate whose in-

fluence is so fatal to your countrymen, I am not

negligent of your worldly advantage. To promote

that is, indeed, one motive for my present journey to

London. But though your prospects at present, from

the number and influence of my friends, are very

flattering, your own conduct and manners must re-

commend you, or all that even zealous friendship and

powerful patronage can do for you will be ineffectual.

Read, my dear son, I beseech you, read ; there are

many bad people, but comparatively few bad books

:

from almost every book of established celebrity some

<rood is to be learned.

Moore sends her love, and is much disappointed

that the size of the packet will not admit of her

writing to you at present. What more can I add,

but my earnest prayer to Almighty God that he may

L d
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protect and enlighten you. I am^ as you well know,

your most affectionate mother^

Anne Grant.

Letter LVII.

TO MRS. BRO^VNj GLASGOW.

My dear Mrs. Brown, ^'^^""^^ ''^ ^'^'^"'^' ''^'•

You can have no idea of my disappointment in

not being able at this time to see you. It was settled

in my mind that I should spend some days with you

in particular; I had for this purpose j)acked up a

large parcel of letters and papers for Mr. Brown's

amusement,— I might add edification, for some of

them breathe the true spirit of Cluistianity in its most

engaging form. But all my plans are overturned, or

rather I am over-persuaded to renounce them, on ac-

count of my intended visit to England. Isabella is

to be my fellow-traveller, and is now in Edinbiu*gh

with a young friend of hers who married in autmnn.

I have a literary task in hand, which I have been

persuaded into by Mr. HatseU, and Mrs. Fielding

of the Palace. This I should scarcely have been

induced to undertake under any other circumstances,

for truly I am '' weary worn wi' care." But rest is

not allotted to me ; the common routine of life does

not divert the frequent recurrence of acute mental

suffering, and I flee to severe occupation to escape

from sinful anguish. Why am I going to England ?

I could not, Avithout entering into many details

,
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answer that question with precision : but one reason,

not ostensible^ is^ that I shall do^ if I live this summer
in the leisure and quietness of Sunbury^ what I hoped

to have done last winter amidst the cordial ease and

tranquillity of Jordanliill— carry on tliis same work

which I entered on most reluctantly^ and thought I

should make nothing of ; but I find I kindle as I run,

and begin to have better hopes of success. I forget

how much I have excited your curiosity, while I thus

delay gratifying it ; know, then, that the subject

pointed out to me was the life— no ordinary one, I

assure you— of my early and invaluable friend, Aunt
/

Schuyler of Albany in .New York. Now Aunt saw

few changes in her own family ; but what makes her
^

life interesting is, that it is connected most intimately
)

with all the public events of her times in that quarter,

and that it affords an opportunity of describing the

state of society in that country, and many extraordi-

nary particulars, at least many peculiarities belonging

to the events of those times, and the manners of that

people. You dread a novel, but it will be nothing of

that nature.

Why have I so long omitted to tell you that I have

had a letter from Duncan— a long affectionate one—
within these two days ? He writes by the same ship to

Mary a long and amusing description of the country.

I am, with most affectionate regards to Mr. Brown,

about whom I have been truly anxious, my dear

friend, yours unalterably,

Anne Grant.

L 4
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Letter LVIIL

TO :\nis. iiooK^ conduit street^ london.

Sunbury, near Hampton Court,

-T»r 1 T7( • 1 ICth March, 1808.My dear h riencl^

I must begin by telling you how much I was

gratified by finding a card with the names of Mrs.

Grant and her daughters^ when I returned to Cecil

Street yesterday. Observe^ it was j\Irs. Grants Russell

Square^— Charles Grant's wife^— one of the best^ but

most retired of women^ and her daughters^ vrho very

rarely come out^ and one of whom^ I am told^ is in

person and mind the very copy of her deceased aunt,

Mrs. Sprott, who was my dear friend, and possessed

much heart and soul, with considerable fancy and

genius. They were indeed a wonderful family,

—

Charles, good, able, and eminent as he is, was the

only one of them that was not briihant and extra-

ordinary : but theirs was a transient blaze, and he,

less exquisitely sensitive, burns steadily on.

All was wrong when I came home : Mr. Tod had

gone off in high dudgeon, because I did not arrive

sooner,—being obliged to keep an hnportant appoint-

ment somewhere else,— and left an anathema against

us, that if we would venture to set out after four, we
should be both robbed and benighted : in fact, he

wanted us to stay till to-day. The driver whom he

had engaged, and who filled Cecil Street with liis

murmurs, waited ; I was obdurate, and after all these

terrors we arrived safely here as day was closing.

Notliing could be more attentively kind than Lady
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Legard. We found here the elegant Mr. Swinburne
— the same e'entleman whom Sh John Legard sent

to conduct me here last year: lie is brother to Sir

John of Northumberland. There is also Miss Harriet

Wykeham^— a strong-minded ingenious lady^ I am
told^— of whom I only knoAV that she is quite an

Urania^ and sat up all night studying the stars

:

Vvdiat sweet influence the Pleiades have shed on then*

fah^ votary we shall discover by-and-by. There is a

family^ too^ newly arrived on a ^dsit from London

:

they seem intelligent and wiUing to please and be

pleased. Miss D.^ the pretty artless girl to whom
Lady Legard is so kind^ is here^ and/ in shorty we are

a large family.

Sir John has had another fit— a comparatively

shght one— of the gout ; he was ushered in^ a little

after we came^ in liis wheeled chair^ and is really both

frightful and dehghtful ; that is to say^ his prodigious

amplitude and the manifold coverings with which he

is invested make him really alarming at first sight

;

though liis fine^ benign^ yet sallow countenance soon

dispels that impression^ and his conversation is truly

delightful^— rich^ not redundant; fuU^ not overflow-

ing ; well-bred without ceremony^ easy without neg-

ligence, and kind without ofliciousness. Isabella is

not well ; she is languid^ and overcome with struggling

against this heavy cold. I am trembhng with anxiety

for letters from home^ but all here is promising^ and

the silver Thames runs poetically under my window.

The post calls ; adieu^ beloved : in haste^

Anne Grant.
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Letter LIX.

TO MISS GRANT, MELVILLE PLACE, STIRLING.

Sunbury, near London,

My dear Mary, ^^^^ ^^^'=^' ^^°«-

I am thankful beyond expression to that God

who in the midst of deserved judgments remembers

mercy^ for the recovery ofmy dear boys. I am thank-

ful to you likewise for not letting me know at Edin-

burgh that my own John had the measles. Now that

all is over^ my chief concern is for your healthy which

must have suffered much during this period of painful

anxiety.

I take it for granted Isabella has told you of the

flattering attention paid us in London by those most

worthy and distinguished^ from which we were obhged

to break off very suddenly before we had walked half

the rounds having imprudently fixed too early a day to

come here ; but in April we go to town for a few

days again. I missed the Morritts of Rokeby by a

day ; Mr. Hatsell— dear good man— told us of their

being in town^ and proposed how we should meet

;

but Mr. Morritt was summoned to Yorkshn'e by an

express^ his mother having been suddenly deprived of

speech and motion by a paralytic stroke.

I told you^ sm-ely^ ofmy introduction to Mrs. Stuart^

the best and most amiable of women ; so say those

that know her.— She is the Prunate of Ireland's lady,

and daughter to thatPenn who now represents the cele-

brated Quaker^ who was legislator and proprietor of

Pennsylvania. It is singular that she should have asked



MRS. grant's letters. 155

me about Aunt Schuyler^ whom her father knew in-

timately^ as indeed did every person of note on that

continent. General Cuyler^ her nephew and my old

acquaintance^ sat on General Whitelocke's trials but

retired from it indisposed. I was introduced to Lady
Charlotte Campbell^ the Colonel^ and Lord John ; she

showed me all her children^ her work^ &c.^ and was

not merely pohte^ but extremely kind ; she bears a

morning appearance extremely well. I also met Miss

Barry^ and two or three other renowned Misses^ there.

From thence I went with Mrs. Hook and Ehza to the

house of Mrs. Preston^ an old lady looked up to for

half a century past as the charm and ornament of

society^ which her virtues benefit as her conversation

dehghts : she is^ in shorty a model by which every one

wishes their young friends to be formed^ and her ver-

dict stamps credit on any work to which it is annexed.

With this Mrs. Preston I had a long and interesting

conversation^ which you will less wonder at when you

hear that she was sister to Governor Hamilton^ once the

accomplished and witty Captain Hamilton^ of whom
you have so often heard me speak. I have not time

to tell you of my visit to Mrs. Fielding at the Palace—
of my introduction to old Lady Charlotte Finch^ and

of the sad relapse which has again confined that angelic

beings Matilda Fielding-, to her sofa. How lively^ how

charming^ how interested she is about you all^ I cannot

tell you.

I would give you^ if I could^ some idea how agree-

able Sir John Legard is^ and what unwearied pains

Lady Legard takes in attending not only to our

comforts^ but amusement : to Isabella she is affection-
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ately attentive. Mrs. Barnet^ daughter of the Arch-

bishop of York^ is a clever and pleasing woman^ with

wit at will^ cathedral principles^ and much informa-

tion ; she and I are great friends^ though I found her a

little cold at first. Her husband^ who is a gentleman all

over^ has your father's modest gentle dignity^ and his

shy retiring manners^ without his humour or peculiar

turn for observation : they have a fine little girl here,

whom they bring up extremely well. Of Mr. Swin-

burne^ our deputy landlord^ you have already heard,

and all you heard is true. He and Sir John com-

menced in Italy that friendship so pleasing to both in

its consequences. He and I assort extremely well.

/ Sir John Macpherson was invited to dine with us

) at Sir Walter Farquhar's ; he did not come^ but wrote

/ me a pleasant letter^ containing^ with many other

things^ his full testimony to the truth of what I said

of Ossian. Love to all my children. I will write you

regularly every week^ but must now break off abruptly.

God bless you all^ prays your affectionate mother^

Anne Grant.

Letter LX.

TO MKS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

My dear Friend, ^^"^^^^^' ""^'^ ^'^''^^ ^^^S-

Ought I to be two days happy so near you
without sharing my joys with one who Avill so fully

participate ? Now do not think they are golden joys

;

I have neither got a legacy nor a prize in the lottery.



MES. GRANT S LETTERS. 157

What have I got^ then ? VThj a letter from Mary,

saying that both my dear Jolms are recovered from

the measles. Now think of Mary's judgment and her

boldness ; when she wrote to me at Edinbm'gh she

did not tell me that my darling son was then very ill,

though not dangerously ; if she had, I would have

gone back dhectly. There is a mountain off my breast

since, for I had a presentiment that all was not well

at home.

I wish I had time to sketch out our party here for

yoin^ amusement : were any thing amiss to be said of

them, I should violate the confidence of hospitahty by

amusing myself, or you, at their expense ; but they

are worth drawing, both for their merit and originality.

The society is so pleasing, and new books, fine walks,

&c., hold out so many hnes, that I fear I shall be like

Hannibal in Capua, idle and good for notliing ; but

you cannot think what relapses of sorrow and sleej^less

nights I had till I heard from Mary. I hope, among

the thousand claims on liis attention, yoiu^ father keeps

a little place in his memory for one who always thinks

of him with affectionate respect. Happy, tlnice haj)py

father, with such a family around hhn, flom*ishing in

prosperity, and what is much better, love and unity.

I wish you saw Sir John Legard ; liis amenity, his

good breeding, his refinement, would charm you, and

efface the hnpression which liis mistaken ^iews, in one

instance, very natm^ally left on youj: mind. Isabella

is a gTcat deal better, and begins to get com^age and

unfold. Tell Ehza I am not going to say one word

to her ; for, in addition to the sun, who sliines in most

reproachfully, two swans, three ducks, and forty
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pigeons are oaring^ and quacking, and cooing to draw

me out to see the crocuses. Adieu, my dear kind-

hearted friend, whom I never see or write to without

feehng at ease and getting into spirits. I am very

much and very truly yours,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXI.

TO MRS. HOOK, AT THE REV. DR. HOOK S, WINCHESTER.

My dear Friend,
'""'"^^' ^^' ^'^^' ''''

I was much occupied before I left London ; and

though I left unseen some of those I was most de-

sirous to see, I was glad to escape to the peace of

Sunbury. I think we did not see the Bishop of

London ^^ till the day you went away : kindly indeed

were we received by this right venerable prelate, and

his fair and gracious mate. On Monday we duied

with Lady Sutton; of the select party whom we

expected to dine with us, one was dead, and two were

fled to some other previous engagement ; so we dined

in comfortable quiet, and after dinner went with her

to Lady Stanley's, widow of the late Sh' William

Stanley, who lives in Park Place or Park Lane, with

her father old Mr. Townley, uncle and heir to the

owner of the statues in the Museimi. The house is

magnificent, and the owners have a great air of re-

spectability. On Tuesday we spent the morning at the

Exhibition of paintings, wliich was very fine and very

* Dr. Porteus, Bishop of London.
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interesting^ and where I could have gone again with

great dehght. We afterwards dined with the Grants

of Russell Square^ having previously called on Mrs, Gr.

of Hotliiemurchus^ at Lincoln's Inn Fields^ where^ to

our joy^ we met with two of the beloved Glenmorris-

ton family^ whom we had not seen for many years.

What a congress of Grants ? We proceeded to

Russell Square^ and found the family by themselves^

and a charming family they are ; the eldest youth^

Charles*^ possesses distinguished abihties^ and the

second^ Robert^ is also promising. There is one girl

called Charamile^ who is very hke her aunt^ my de-

ceased friend^ and^ like hei% witty, lively, and extremely

entertaining ; the rest seem sensible, aifectionate, and

natural. Mr. Grant had been very ill, so that they

could see no formal company, but he came down and

took his chicken-broth and lemonade beside us, and

we, on the Avhole, benefited by his illness ; he seemed

greatly to enjoy talking over old stories with me, and

we had the pleasure of seeing the dehghtful assemblage

of this amiable family round their excellent parents,

and of receiving from them kindness marked, tender^

and tranquil, such as could not be interchanged in a

crowd. They had just begun to entertain us with

music, in which they all excel, when Mrs. Clark sent

up to say she was with her carriage at the door. Mr.

Grant urged me to put off going to Sunbury till

Saturday, because on Friday they were to have the

Master of the Rolls and other friends. I therefore

wrote to Sir John Legard to send the carriage a day

'^ Now Lord Glenelg.
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later. Meantime, Mrs. Lowe, niece to aunt Schuyler^

and I had been missing each other continually. At

length we met,— and such light, such recollections,

such clear and authentic information, such an affec-

tionate meeting, and affecting retrospections! My
cruel engagements prevented my spending the time I

would wish with her. We dined on Friday again at

RusseU Square, where we met Sir WiUiam Grant,

the Master of the RoUs, Sir David Baird, and

Captain Gordon, who is brother to the Earl of Aber-

deen; a Mr. , ta ^liouLlYalter Scott has ad-

dressed one of his introductions in Marmion, and

Governor North, late of Ceylon. I will amuse you

another time with our interview with the Duchess of

Gordon, who was very kind and most original. I

called on Mrs. Fitzhugh, and found her, hke the Queen

of Flowers, in an elysian apartment. I also ^dsited

Mr. Hatsell of the House of Commons, whom I am
to meet at the Bishop's at Fulham. I got a better

reception than I expected from Sir Jolm Legard, who

is very jealous of his visitors being occupied by others.

Isabella sends love. Adieu affectionately,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXII.

to miss moore grant, melville place, stirling.

My clear Moore, Sunbury, isth May, isos.

I thank you for your letter, wliicli, considering

tlie absence of the penmaker, Avas wonderfully well
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written^ and pleased me very mucli. In return for

your account of the delightsome bower which Mrs. B.

has created for you^ I wish I could describe to you

the exquisite beauty of this place. Firsts the house

stands as near as it can to the river Thames, a row

of trees wliich overhangs the road and a slight raihng

being all that is between it and the said road, which

is just on the banks of the river ; every instant

there are boats of all sizes sailing past, and carriages

driving almost under the window, so that there is a

constant moving pictin:e in the front of the house,

wd^dle behind, it is as quiet and as lovely as Woodend,

with more regularity and embellishment. The house

is surrounded by a lawn about half a mile round ; on

two sides of this there is a continued flower border

against the wall, rich with a variety of the most

beautiful flowers and the finest shrubs, and within

that, walks of lofty trees ; all this grand and beau-

tiful edo'ino; surrounds a lawn covered with the richest

verdure, amongst the grass of which tulips, the jon-

quil, narcissus, and other beautiful flowers grow in

tufts, Hke wild ones ; through tliis lawn, too, are dis-

persed a number of apple trees, which are now in the

richest bloom. There are tln^ee different gardens

;

two little ones for early productions, in wliich are

three hot-houses^ whence we are now supplied with

grapes, peaches, and pine-apples in turn every day,

and there is a large kitchen-garden, wliich contains

a number of fruit trees : in short, if the comforts and

luxuries of life in great abundance, among which I

count an ample and well-stocked library, and very

elegant society,— if all tliis, and good morals and good

VOL. I. M
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sense^ and a well-ordered household could make people

happy, our friends here would be completely so. But

our Heavenly Father only gives these things as cor-

dials to support us under the evils of life on our way

to a better world. Poor Sir John Legard suffers a

great deal in the midst of all this ; he begins now to

go out in warm days in a carriage, which has another

seat hung on behind it ; I sit with him in the first

one, and Miss D. and Isabella go in the rumble, as it

is called, behind.

I am preparing to go to Fulham, to lisit the good

Bishop of London, writing letters, &c. Adieu, beloved

Moore ; I hope you are very respectful to ]Mary, and

that you and Anne live in love and confidence, the first

of earthly blessings. God bless you, dear child ! I am
yours,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXIIL

TO ALEXANDER TOD, ESQ., LONDON.

Bear Sir
Sunbury, 27th May, 1808.

Herewith receive Marmion, wliich we should

have returned sooner, but for our visit to FuUiam. I
have seen Jeffrey's cruel criticism on this poem^
and am the more vexed at it as I tliink some of it

quite true, particularly Scott's want of patriotism in

not more bemoaning the iiTcparable loss, and the

gallant and accomphshed, though hard-fated monarch
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of his own unequalled country— I mean unequalled

as a theme for a troubadour. He is not half yindicative

nor yindictive for '' our nation^ famed fof song and

beauty's charms/' whose crest fell on that fatal day,

never to rise in equal pride again. The forgery was

a trick unworthy a baron bold^ like Marmion, sure

enough
; yet what shall we say of the matchless powers

of that poet who can dress such an ill-constructed

story in such beauties of diction^ imagery, and pathos,

as to tln:ill us by turns with horror and delight?

^Hiere he has put forth his whole strength, it is ex-

erted in vain for me ; for Flodden Field has so often

filled me with anguish, mortified pride, and indignant

horror, that, in pity to my woe-worn nervQS, I shun

the pain of reading the description. Isabella sends

you her thanks for her share of Marmion ; let me
know by a line of its safe arrival. I am, dear sir,

your obhged affectionate friend,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXIV.

TO IMRS. HOOK, THE CLOSE, ^YINCHESTER.

-Tvr 1 T7^ • 1 Sunbury, 1st June, 1808.My dear Jb nend, ^

I can only account for my silence by saying that

I was for some days very stupid, unwell, and feverish,

after I came here : then on the 20th of May I went

to Fulliam, where I staid four days, enjoyed myself

very much, and got quite easy with the Bishop, who

is certainly as amiable as he is venerable, and no one

M 2
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that has heart or soul can see hun without lamenting

that he draws so near the entrance to perfect fe-

licity.— Mrs. Porteus, too, is pleasing in a very high

degree, and seems truly worthy to be his help-meet.

She appears to relieve limi entirely of his tempo-

ralities, without any anxiety or bustle, having her

mind and her countenance free to entertain her

friends, and enters into all his amusements or con-

cerns with as much interest as if she had nothing else

to think of. Now this is what I much admh-e and

seldom see. On Sunday the Bishop preached a most

impressive sermon from these words: ^^Let not your

hearts be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also

in me.'^ >How affecting to hear consolations so sub-

lime from the lips of one who will so surely and so

soon hear the approving sentence of ^^Well done,

thou good and faithful servant ; enter thou into the

joy of thy Lord!'' What a clear melodious voice he

has; what a light rises in liis countenance when

animated by devotion; and how very cheerful, nay

playful, can he be, during his hours of relaxation!

I saw shoals of fine people there, that came to call in

a forenoon, particularly the Countess of Harcourt,

who overwhelmed me with compliments. The last

day, Mr. Hodgson^ and his lady came to dine, ac-

companied by that great original, Mons. Dutens, who
amused us exceedingl)^ Mrs. Hodgson is extremely

pretty : I like her much; but her husband, if pos-

sible, exceeds her,— I mean in being pleasant to meet

^ Now Dean of Carlisle. He was nephew and chaplain to the
Bishop of London.
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witli: his other excellencies I am not discussing.

I should have mentioned the person I hke best^ next

to the Bishop^ Mrs. Kennicot^ the most engaging

and certainly the most estimable of old ladies^ to

whom I owe a great deal ; she exerted herself most

powerfully to forward my interest last year^ and has

still a kindly concern for me. You must have heard of

her ; she is the widow of that eminent Hebrew scholar

Dr. Kennicot^ and hves at Windsor^ where she is a

great favoimte with the Princesses^ whom she sees

very often^ and who look up to her^— as well they

may.

Ever since I came here I have proposed seeing

dear Miss Grant at Windsor. I have been induced

to defer this visit from day to day^ but early on Sun-

day last I set out with Isabella^ and arrived to break-

fast : afterwards we went to chapel^ which I admh'ed

exceedingly ; but when our good old King came out,

I felt a sensation not to be described ; my heart and

eyes filled at once. Good old man ! I wonder what

makes me love him so : his blindness^ and the many
sorrows he has encountered^ have an effect on the

mind that softens respect to tenderness. Now, do

not, as you value my favour^ once think of laughing

at my endearing manner of talking of His Majesty.

I feel something like this^ sometimes, when I see, for

the first time^ old pictures of those who have filled

great stations and suffered great calamities.

Windsor Castle^ and the view from it^ far exceeded

my expectations, which, to say truths were not high

set ; for, though I expected and found much beauty,

I did not look for sublimity. Westminster Abbey and

M 3
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Windsor Castle and Terrace pleased me more, in that

respect, than anytliing I had seen in England. I

would have luxuriated awhile in these delightful

walks, had I not been obliged, in civihty to Miss Gr.,

to stay in to see several of her neighbours. Of these

there were many whose very names have escaped me

;

among them, however, I must not forget Dr. Lind,

who is an antiquary surrounded by curiosities of his

own collecting ; he has many points of interest, for he

is a circumnavigator, a Scot, a virtuoso, a cousin of

Su^ James Grant's, and moreover, and best of all for

him, physician to Her Majesty's household. There

was, too. Miss Knight, author of Dinarbas, who is

Reader to the Queen, and Miss Bm^gess, a sister of

Sh- James Bland Burgess, very learned, but ex-

tremely odd. To describe her is mipossible, and to

me 'tis impossible to judge whether her pecuHarity

of manner is the result of affectation, or some odd

habit.

Now, with my cordial benecUction to you and all

you love, I must conclude ; for though it is a treat

to me to write in tliis careless manner, I encroach

on my hours, being forced to task myself to carry on

Aunt Schuyler's memoirs, wliich now and then grow

very drowsy. I am quite in spirits, having got the

sweetest letters possible just now from my cliildren at

Melville Place. Isabella, who, though not easily

won, is your great admirer, sends her love to you and

your Ehza. I run to my task. Adieu, dear friend,

to whom my heart always opens,

Anne Grant.
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Letter LXV.

TO MISS GRA:NT5 ]MELVILLE place, STIRLING.

My dear Mary, ^""^""^y' ''*^ *^""'' ''°'-

I spent a few days in Windsor last week with

Miss Grant ; she has the goodness to propose copying

for the press the manuscript of my American Lady's

Memoirs. Do you know she was the friend of Mrs.

Carter^ and of Lady Hesketh whom she assisted at

Chfton in singhng out such of Cowper's letters as

were fittest for pubhcation ?

Poor Miss Catherine Fanshawe is very unwell:

1 nave known very few persons possessed oi talents

so great and so various; when here^ she received

a letter from Hayley^ who now lives in a retire-

ment which he calls liis hermitage; it was to an-

nounce the marriage of Norfolk Johnny * with a

lady^ youngs lovely^ and truly amiable ; she was an

orphan of independent fortune^ well educated in the

country^ where she lived with her relations. She

was elegant^ pious^ musical^ and studied Cow^er with

ever new dehght. Charmed witTi tEe playful inno-

cence^ cordial friendsliip^ and disinterested kindness

that appear in Cowper's sketches of Johnny's cha-

racter^ she sighed and wished ^^that Heaven had

made her such a man." Her worthy and hberal-

* The Rev. John Johnson, cousin of Cowper, by vv^hom he was

playfully called '^Johnny of Norfolk."

M 4
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minded relations^ notwithstanding Johnny's con-

fined circumstances and unprepossessing appearance,

— for he is Httle^ and diffident in manner^ — her

people, in short, told his people that Johnny might

try : so he did, and succeeded ; for when you know

liim, he is charming, innocent, sweet-tempered, full of

fancy and humour, and a delightful letter writer.

They went to Bath, about three w^eeks since, to be

married, and proceeded straight from the altar to

Hayley's Cottage, where Johnny's charmer smig and

played to the poet every one of Cowper's lyrics,

and some he never meant as such ; in short, brother

William was in as great raptures wdth Johnny's

bride as he liimself could be. Now, of all the great

and wealthy who read and praised Cowper, not one

ever thought of giving their interest to promote this

faithful friend of liis infirmities, who did for liim what

no other being would or could ; but tliis sweet crea-

ture loved virtue for itself^ and rew^arded it with her-

self.
^ * * * * *

Windsor is the town of all I ever saw^ in which I

should hke best to live, having tliis charm to recom-

mend it beyond every city not a capital, that it has

few of the purse-proud viilgar in it that crowd

inferior cities in England ; the dissokite and splendid

great also avoid it, as being under the eye of royalty*

There are few places where you meet so many good

and pious, elegant and Avorthy people, who live in

small houses on moderate incomes, and wdiere one

may in summer see so many strangers, if so inclined

;

it is quite of a different cast from other places in

England.
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* # * ,
* * •»

The loss by C. will be serious^ if it happens^ but I

am not afraid ; " goodness and mercy all my life will

surely follow me/' undeser\ing as I am. God bless

you all^ prays

Anne Geant.

Lettee LXYL
TO MRS. HOOK, HERTIKGFORDBURY, HERTFORD.

My dear Friend,
^""^"'^' '"'^ •^"^^'' ''°'-

Since I received your affectionate letter^ much of

my time has been devoted to the task of attending

Sir John Legard in a most painful^ really dreadful

illness^ during wdiich he expressed great confidence in

the Divine mercy, yet often wished and prayed to be

dismissed from that extremity of suffering, of which

I have for some time been an afflicted witness. At
four o'clock tliis morning it pleased God to call him,

I trust, to liis own peace ; I was witness to the conclu-

sion of his painful pilgrimage. Was ever man so truly

amiable, so blest, or replenished rather, with the best

srifts both of nature and fortune, and virtue to turn

all these to the best account ? Was ever such a per-

son doomed to such incessant suffering both of body

and mind ? Dear happy and deserving friend ! Tliink

of liim, and tliink of me, and then turn with gratitude

to the contemplation of the felicity awarded you, even

in tliis land of shadows. I must remain with Lady

Leeward till her north-country friends arrive ; then I
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go to Windsor for a few days^ and finally conclude

my travels with you. I have had a sad vigil, and

have written many letters tliis morning : forgive, then,

the abruptness with wliich I assure you that I am,

very affectionately, your sincere and grateful friend,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXVII.

TO JOHN HATSELLj ESQ., LONDON.

-Ti*- 1 o,. Hertins^fordbury, 23d Auo^ust, 1808.My dear Su-,
"" ^

.

I have now come to fulfil an engagement I made

before I left Scotland, by spending a month here with

Mrs. Hook, daughter of Sir Walter Farquliar who is

your acquaintance, I think, ^^^en I came to London

I found good accounts from my family at home.

Mary writes me that your friends, Mr. and jMrs.

Morritt of Rokeby, who are on a tour through Scot-

land, went to Stirling, and spent five days with her,

part of wliich they occupied in making excursions in

that romantic neighbourhood. They were very much

pleased vfith the appearance of my httle charge, their

nephew, and his progress in learning, and with every-

thing they saw. Since I came here, a gentleman in

London, with whom my son in India corresj)onds, has

had a letter from him, from wliich I find that he is

now a lieutenant, for which I am apt to suppose he

has to thank your recommendation to General Hewitt,

he being so very young an ensign.

My friends in Scotland begin to grow clamorous
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for my return ; but I find my stay liitherto^ in so far

accommodating^ as I have sent my American memoirs
to the printer's^ and daily expect the first proof sheets.

Sir WiUiam Grants the Master of the Rolls^ has per-

mitted me to address them to liim^ and seems much
disposed to take an interest in what concerns me.

ISTothing can exceed the beauty of tliis place^ wliich

is set off to the highest advantage by the taste and

fancy of its owners. I had the happiness of getting

one more sight of the truly amiable and venerable

Bishop of London^ for whom Isabella has a reverence

and affection tinged with superstition^ and thinks she

shall thrive the better for liis benediction. Will you

forgive all tliis egotism^ which is a presumption on

yoiu^ benevolence^ and offer our grateful respects to

your nieces. I am anxious to know how you all are^

and shall be gratified by a few lines before I leave

this^ being ever^ dear sir^ your affectionate^ obliged^

hmnble servant^

AisTNE Grant.

Letter LXVIII.

TO ALEXANDER TOD, ESQ. BUCIONGHAJM STREET, LONDON.

y^/r 1 o- Hertm2:fordbury, 29th August, 1808.My dear fen^
"" ^ ""

I was fully resolved no more to distiu^b your

peace^ or encroach upon your time, conscious as I am

of having deeply transgressed in that way already;

but I am worried with the booksellers^ and I find no

one distinct and correct but yourself: to you I must
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apply in my extremity. They wrote me tliat there

was matter enouo^h in the Memoirs of an American

Lady for three yolumes like the Letters^ and three

volumes they seemed determined to make of it ;— at

this I am justly annoyed^ having told all my friends

it was to be only two^ and having a mortal dislike to

mere bookmaking, and grasping and shuffling of every

kind. These Memoirs are a subject by no means

pleasing to me at present^ because they remind me of

the late nights and early mornings in which I wore

out my spirits at that toilsome task ; sometimes writing

twice^ nay thrice^ the same passages. Poetry or fiction

gives loose reins to the hnagination ; history is fed by

rills of authorities and documents^ that flow in from

all quarters ; epistolary writing is supported by a va-

riety of subjects^ the topics which your correspondent

suggests^ &c. ; in travels^ if your mind be fertile and

cultivated^ little more is requisite than to copy with

ease and accuracy the picture of natiu'e wliich that

mind reflects^ and to record with grace and fidehty the

occurrences you meet with. But tliis retrograde^ crab-

like march over the years that are no more— this tale

of other times^ where you are neither allowed the

liberty of embellislnnent^ nor the collateral lights that

in other cases aid research into the past— is a cheerless

toil^ where all the faculties must needs mount upon the

memory^ as the Vicar of Wakefield's daughters did

upon Blackberry^ in the notable procession to Church.

We have been reading, or rather^ Dr. Hook has

been reading to us^ Mr. Fox's liistory. Of the poli-

tics of it we said nothing ; on these topics people ever

have thought differently^ and ever will ; but the exe-
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cntion we wondered at^ to say no more. None but

Mr. Fox himself could have persuaded us that any-

tliing could come from his pen so feeble and so cum-

brous ; elegance and brilHancy we did not expect^—
perhaps they might have been here misplaced ; but

we looked for ^dgour^ clearness^ and ammation. We
can never have done wondering at the folly and

egotism of liis friends who have thus tarnished liis

memory by publishing a sure evidence that liis talents

have been greatly over-rated^ and tliinking to pass the

work on the public for a happy effort of a superior

mind^ by ushering it in with a train of feeble apolo-

gies^ and feebler attempts to mislead our judgment by

applause which should rather come from us at the end

of the volume^ than from them at the beginning of it.

AV^e were not a little surprised to find the Edinburgh

Re^dewers so entirely of our opinion^ though they

cjualify it by much personal and party panegyric.

Isabella unproves in healthy and sends you her best

Avishes. I am^ dear sir^ very much yours^

Anne Gkant.

Letter LXIX.

TO 3nSS 3I00RE GEANT, MELTTLLE PLACE, STIRLING.

Hertingfordbury (Dr. Hook's),

6th September, 1808.

Now^ my own dear Moore^ I am very much

afraid^ because I am so hurried, that I did not answer

the well-v>^ritten letter you sent me : you tliink I am

full of fine siglits and fine people^ and have forgot my
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beloved cliildren ; but indeed^ my dear^ it is not the

case. It is for your good^ or what I think such^ that

I have taken this journey to England
;
you occupy

my heart and my prayers^ and I think of you oftener

than you could sujipose.

I wish you could see this beautiful place ; it is less

grand^ but more pleasing^ than Sunbury. 'Tis in a

beautiful valley^ between two sloj)ing little hills ; the

clearest possible little river winds below the house

over clean gravely like the Spey. The lawn has the

largest walnut-trees I ever saw scattered over it;

beliind the house is a pleasing confusion of mingled

garden and orchard^ and tliis enchanting Httle river

is bordered with weeping willows^ such as you never

saw.

Now^ dear Georgina ^^ how do you do ? I fear

you are^ hke Moore^ a httle delicate. Dear cliildren^

how happy that would be for you^ if it Avould induce

you to tliink seriously of the futurity to which we are

all hastening;, and to remember your Creator in the

days of your youth^ who remembers you every day^

and without whose knowledge no han of yom's falls

to the ground. Pray^ dear cliildren^ habitually and

earnestly^ and you will find it one of the chief com-

forts you have in sickness^ or in health : it would re-

main with you^ though every friend were to forsake

you ; and when this short journey of life^ which we
are all running rapidly through, comes to a close, the

time you have spent in making yom^selves acquainted

* Miss Georgina Thomson, the young lady referred to, was then on
a visit to Mrs. Grant's family at Stirling.— Ed,
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with your Creator and your Redeemer^ will be the only

period on which you will look back with pleasure : on

that^ indeed^ will all yoiu* future comforts be founded.

Girls just about your time of life^ left^ as you are

now^ to do what you please^ are apt to be giddy and

idle^ or to lounge in profitless indolence ; now^ dear

cliildren^ you know not how much pleasure and self-

esteem^ you will lose by indulging such habits. Do
say your prayers^ read your chapters socially together^

and then say to yourselves^ we shall not trifle away
this day^ but divide it into certain portions^— so

much for readings so much for work^ and so much for

walkings &c. Keep steadily to your allotment of

tmie ; read by turns to each other^ while she that

listens works. Invaluable time ! was ever anything

so precious ! Keep up your French^ and speak it to

each other ; watch over your respective tempers

:

Moore^ do not take pets ; Georgina^ do not fly into

passions. This is just the time to tame those tigers^

the passions^ before they have strength to master you.

I am^ dear Moore^ with love to you both^ your affec-

tionate mother^

Anne Grant.
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Letter LXX^

TO IVmS. BRO^VNj GLASGOW-

Hertingfordbury, Hertfordshire,

^^ T ^r T^ 23d September, 1808.
My dear Mrs. Jbrown^

I Avould have written to you before^ but always

thought I should have left England sooner^ and be-

sides^ was pretty frequent in my addresses to your

sister^ which I knew would^ as I v/ished^ be submitted

to your perusal.

There is no describing; the sweet rural eleg;ance of

tliis interesting spot ; the taste., the talents^ and many

charming qualities of the owners^ no doubt add at-

traction even to the beauties of tliis fine country and

the favoured spot in wliich they reside. There is a

close and agreeable neicflibourhood, who \ie with each

other in admiration of Mrs. Hook^ and in attention to

me as her friend. I had lately the great good fortune

to meet with General Cuyler * who took Tobago ; he

has purchased an estate here^, called St. John's Mount:

lives splendidly^ has a fine young family^ and is be-

loved in the neicrhbourhood. His dauo;hter, a 2;h4 of

nineteen^ was lately married to the rector of Welwyn,
who lives at her father's door. Only tliink of my
caUing on the successor of Youngs the poet of the

Night Thoughts^ and looking into his garden and

walks^ sundial^ &c. I am to go next week again,

and then I shall visit the church-, and see liis pulpit,

* General Cuyler was nephew to Madame Schuyler, whose life

formed the subject of the Memoh's of an American Lady, which Mrs.
Grant was then preparing for publication.— Ed.
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his tomb, and the altar-piece wliich Lady Betty

sewed with a hixuriant vine, having, for its motto,

^''I am the true vine, and ye are the branches." You
may suppose the General and I had much interest-

ing conversation about America and Albany. We
were hke Lord Thomas and fair Ellen,

" When sun was set and day was done,

We had not talked our fill."

I should greatly wish to refresh your spirit with

an account of the amendment and improvement that

is really taking place among the superior classes in

England. There are abundance of dissolute and un-

worthy persons among them, no doubt, amidst the

corruption of great wealth and idleness
; yet you would

be dehghted to see how many devout and worthy

characters there are amono; the hio;lier ranks here.

Next to us Hves Mr. Baker, member many years for

this county : the piety, regularity, and decorous man-

ners of this family are most exemplary, and theh ten

childi'en are brought up just as you woidd wish your

own to be : Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Fielding of the Palace,

and Mrs. Stuart who is married to the Primate

of Ireland, are all cousins to each other, all dis-

tinguished for excellent principles and conduct

founded on sincere and fervent piety, and, I am proud

to add, all warmly partial to me.

Have you read a late publication of letters which

passed betwixt the Countess of Pomfret, when she

was in Italy, and the Countess of Hertford? This

Countess of Pomfret was mother to Lady Charlotta

Finch, who stiU Hves, but is 86, and w^as grandmother

VOL. I. N
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to the three ladies I have mentioned. The letters I

speak of have a great deal of the starch of the old

court in them^ yet are full of pious and just senti-

ments ; and 'tis pleasing to trace tliis character through

all the Countess of Pomfret's descendants.

About the middle of October^ I hope to be at

Glasgow^ on my way home^ and shall pass some days

at Jordanhill. They urge me to stay another and

another week^ and to see another and another person

that comes here to see me ; but I grow uneasy and

dispirited^ and ready to say

" How ill the scenes that proffer rest,

And mind that cannot rest, agree."

Yours affectionately^

Anne Gkant.

Letter LXXI.

TO MRS. HOOK, HERTINGFORDBURY, HERTFORD.

My dear Friend,
' Edinburgh, 24th October, 1808.

According to my promise, I will now endeavour

to sketch our journey to Scotland, after leading our

dear friends in Hertfordshire. Well, then, after join-

ing the stage-coach at Hertford, sixteen long hours

did we sit without moving in that same vehicle. 'Tis

a happy thing for me that, like httle cliikben, I

suffer neither in anticipation nor retrospection, and so

all this is now only hke a tale that has been told. At
Doncaster we were joined by a very iaro^e, but well-
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dressed man^ who took liis seat opposite to Isabella and

myself in the carriage. All this while whenever I

was capable of thinkings I had been considering with

myself what could have become of my travelling angel^

who never fails to appear in the shape of some bene-

ficent beings who begins in being my companion^ and

ends in being my friend^ whether I travel by land or

water. It proved only a suspense of kindness ; for

that never-failing guardian appeared under the form

of tliis great bui'ly personage^ whO;, though abundantly

inelegant^ was kind and attentive beyond measure^

and is^ I beheve^ a benevolent and worthy man. He
began by telling us that he came from Forfarsliire to

visit two daughters at a boarding-school at Doncaster,

and went on to settle a little business at London^ and

was now hurrying home to the best w^ife imaginable.

His name is R. ; he is a banker in one of the northern

towns^ and has an estate near it^ where he resides ; he

is very artless and communicative^ and I soon became

well acquainted with him^ and so may you^ if you

will take the trouble to look at Miss Baillie's comedy

of " The Election/' where the youngest of the brothers

is his exact portrait^ only this is not quite so new a

man. Now tliis good gentleman^ who^ by the by^

was quite captivated with Isabella^ thought her so

bonny and me so good that he coidd not endiu:e to

part suddenly with either of us ; liis intention was

to go on from York^ either in the coach which proceeds

without stopping or in the early mail. When he

found we would do neither^ the good soul owned that

he could not lose our society^ and woidd share a post-

chaise^ and go on in our own way.

N 2
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Mr. R. accompanied us in the morning tln:ough the

Castle and Cathedral at York, and waited with the

utmost patience and good-nature till I spent two hours

with the relations of my little Johnny Morritt ; that

is, first with his grandmother and aunt, whom I like

exceedingly, and then Avith his two grand-aunts, most

respectable and animated antiquities, one eighty, and

the other above that. We then took the direct Edin-

burgh road, and reached Durham that night. Mean-

time Mr. R. became so charmed with us, that he blest

his stars for bringing him into such " worshipful so-

ciety." To render himself worthy of this high pri-

vilege, he ransacked all the stores of a memory truly

good, for classical and poetical recollections, which

were happily blended with descriptions of such a wife

and children, such a house and garden, and such an

estate and neighbourhood, such a zest in the enjoy-

ment of them all, as must have dehghted benevolence,

and disarmed fastidiousness, wliile hstening to the

egotism of overflowing good-himioiu' and fehcity.

Next day we were persuaded to spend a couple of

hours with our benevolent protector, m viewing the

Castle of Alnwick, wliich is grand and impressive,

beyond any place of the same kind that I have seen

;

yet I was disappointed at seeing so few family pictiu'es.

"We proceeded rapidly, dining at some favourite village

of our companion's, and slept at Berwick. We reached

Edinburgh the following afternoon, Avhere I was made
happy by learning that all my fiunily at StirHng were

well.

Tell your sister Mrs. Matheson, that I desire her

to cast the anchor of hope in the slough of despond.
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and look dieerfuUy on the cherubs that surround her.

To Mrs. Hamilton I wish all the joys of maternity^ as

well strained from the prelusive bitters as possible

;

and to good Sir Walter^ convey remembrances replete

with esteem^ gratitude^ and veneration. Dr. Hook
knows well my sentiments of him^ and would rather

guess them than hear them. Beheve me ever your

tenderly attached^

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXH.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., HOUSE OF COMMONS, LONDON.

•^ i q« ^
Stirling, 20th November, 1808.

I was honoured with your kind letter two days

since^ and now hasten to answer it^ before a busier

period opens on you to withdraw your attention from

the very little amusement such letters as mine can

afford, and before a new occupation engrosses my time

and thoughts.

I had the comfort of finding all my family in pretty

good healthy upon my return here ; I had some diffi-

culty in getting away from the Syrens and Lotophayi

of Edinburgh^ but found my mother in better health

and spirits than old Laertes seems to have been when

Ulysses found him pruning his hedges ; and my young

housekeeper^ Mary^ as diligent^ modesty and domestic

as Penelope coidd be for her life.

I was sitting quietly at the fireside one night lately,

when I was summoned^ with my eldest daughter, to

N 3
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attend the Duchess of Gordon : we spent the "^even-

ing with her at her inn^ and very amusing and ori-

ginal she certainly is : extraordinary she is determined

to be^ wherever she is^ and whatever she does. She

speaks of you in ^'^ery high terms^ wliich^ you know^

always happens in the case of those whom the Duchess
^^ deliijhteth to honour :

'' as the liio:hest testimonial of

your merit that she can give^ she says you were one

of the greatest favourites Mr. Pitt had^ and then she

pronounced an eloquent eulogimn on that truly great

man. Her Grace's present ruling passion is litera-

ture^— to be the arbitress of literary taste^ and the

patroness of genius^— a distinction for which her

want of early cultm^e^ and the flutter- of a life devo-

ted to very different pursuits^ has rather disqualified

her
;
yet she has strong flashes of intellect^ which

are^ however^ immediately lost in the formless con-

fusion of a mind ever hiu^ried on by contending

passions and contradictory objects^ of wliich one can

never be attained without the relinquishment of others.

She reminds me^ at present^ of what has been said of

the ladies of the old regime in France^ who^ when

they could no longer lead up the dance of gaiety and

fashion^ set up for beaux espi^itSy and decided on the

merits of authors.

Having said all this of her Grace^ it is but fair to

add^ that in one point she never varies^ which is

active— nay^ most industrious— benevolence. Silver

and gold she has not^ but what she has— her interest

—her trouble—her exertions— she gives with un-

equalled perseverance. She was at as much pains to

seek out an orphan^ the son of a gentleman who died
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lately in the Highlands, learning a numerous un-

provided family ;— she was at as much pains to seek

out this orphan, who lodged in some obscure corner

of vStirling, as if he had been a fit match for her

grand-daughter who accompanied her.

I see by the papers that General Dalrymple's

trial is going on, and that party rage is kindling all

its fires for his destruction. I pity people in power

very much for the difficult part, they have to act

in this instance. To give up to popular fury a

person who acted to the best of his judgment

must be painful; and to seem to shelter anytliing like

a defect in courage or conduct, at this crisis, must be

dangerous. A vigorous and comprehensive mind,

qualified to " ride the whirlwind, and direct the

storm," without being ridden himself and du*ected in

his motions by distant ministers, seems wanting ; and

even if such a destroying angel should be found, it

will not avail, if other angels of destruction are daily

to supersede him and each other. Great abilities

are called forth by great exigencies; and if this

glorious struggle in Spain is to succeed, some Marl-

borough or Peterborough will arise to direct the

thunderbolt to its destined aim. I am this moment

interrupted by a lady, who says there is bad news

arrived from Spain, but I am not easily daunted.

The Spaniards are unworthy of then ancestors and

their mountains, if a single check will dismay them;

if ever their vessel comes to port, it must be through

a stormy sea, and under jury-masts,

I read two or three of Paley's sermons in England:

they are admirably clear and satisfactory. I greatly

N 4
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revere liis abilities, and the application of them. I

had previously read his Natural Theology, and shall

never forirct what comfort I derived from the dis-

quisition on the Goodness of God which concludes

that adniiraljle work.

I Avish you all the happiness which your calm and

cheerful philosophy— or rather your rational and

pure Christianity— ensures; and, with offer of my

respect and regard to your nieces, I am, dear sir,

your grateful, humble servant,

AxxE Graxt.

Letter LXXIIL

to mrs. hookj, hertixgfordbury, hertford. *'

Jordanhlll, near Glasgow,

Ttr T T^ • T 15th December 1808.My dear Jb riend.

You wish to know my plan of remo^dng to

England, and I told you I would explain it on my
arrival at Jordanhill. My purpose, then, is to take

a house fit to accommodate a few Youns: ladies, the

children of wealthy persons in the upper chxles of

life. This is a most unsentimental opening ; but my first

object is to do good to my own cliildren, and my
next is to do to those of others that species of good

which people tell me I have done to mine abeady

;

that is, to cultivate and inform their minds, and to

give a right direction to their feelings and principles

;

to endeavour, in short, to give them that which forms

the proper basis of what is called accomphshment,

and gives it the due value and effect. This, with the
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desirable accomplisliment of cherishing home feelings^

pure afFections^ domestic habits^ and a just, solid

manner of thinking, and of digesting the knowledge

acquired by reading, is a thing utterly impossible to

be done in a school, in consequence of the unselected,

and often uninformed— or worse— numbers that

must necessarily be collected there, in order to defray

the great expense of such establislniients ; in which,

however well they may be conducted, things are, of

necessity, too much generalized, and carried on in the

very best seminaries so systematically, that the par-

ticular temper, disposition, and abilities of every

individual are not consulted.

It was a consciousness of this, and feehno; the in-

convenience and deficiency resulting from it, that made

the Countess of Glaso'ow desirous that I should take

charge of her daughter, whose progress in music,

languages, &c. was liighly creditable to the teachers

in the great school where she has hitherto been edu-

cated. That amiable and enlightened family, who
know better than many how to estimate tilings at

their true value, were not, however, satisfied with

this : and it is to have her taste properly directed,

and her principles confinned and established, as well

as to be incorporated for a time in a family where

simplicity without vulgarity, and tranquillity without

torpor, are the ruHng habits, that Lady G. wishes

me to make her daughter for a time as it were niv

own. I should prefer taking a very Hmited number

about her age—fourteen, or a httle younger, provided

they were such as were fit to be associated with her,

both as to their previous culture and innocence of
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mind. That I should entirely devote myself to the

cares and occupations resulting from such a charge^ I

should by no means promise ; for it is not likely that

I shall be constantly equal to it^ and I mean this es-

tablislunent solely for the benefit of my daughters

;

but my affection for them^ as well as my tenderness

for those committed to their care^ will stimulate me to

do more perhaps than I promise in the way of super-

intending the whole. I need not descend to minutia3

:

to those whom my mode of instruction will suit^ that

is unnecessary ; they merely centre in treating the

young ladies as if they Avere our own. My only pre-

tension to favour is that of havings with little or no

assistance^ educated a large family so as to retain the

satisfaction of having thorough dependence on their

principles and conduct ; and more than tliis^ it becomes

me not to say of my own. There is no possibihty of

saying much on this subject^ without seeming to exalt

oneself, or reflect on others ; the zeal of my friends

will abundantly supply this deficiency^ and that they

are so numerous and zealous^, is of itself a recommen-

dation. You know I always am^ very truly^ your at-

tached and grateful

AisTNE Grant.
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Letter LXXIV.

TO MASTER WALTER HOOK, HERTINGFORDBURY,

HERTFORD.*

Jordanhill, near Glasgow^

My dear Walter,
^''' December, 1808.

I have been of late much indisposed, yet one of

the first things I thought of, when my head and eyes

left off aching, was to answer your kind letter, which

I see is all your own diction. I am here^ my dear

boy, with some of the earliest friends I had, whom I

loved when I was a young girl, and love much still

;

not merely because I loved them then, when I was

full of affection, and ready to love every tiling and

everybody, from the wren to the elephant ;— no, it is

because I was so happy as to be, as you are now^

well taught, and to have so proper a bent given to my
feelings, that they were attracted to the peculiar pre-

ference of what was in itself truly lovely and excellent^

wliich puts it in my power to continue that preference

now, when many things that I once thought fine,

appear trifling and worthless to my better experience.

This habit of loving the Divine hnage in those of his

creatures on whom it is most strongly impressed, and

who most carefully preserve it from debasement, is a

happy propensity, because it is a guard to virtue,

and a cordial for decHning years ; and should these

objects of a pure and holy affection attain, before us.

* Now the Rev. Dr. Hook, Vicar of Leeds, and Chaplain to Her
Majesty ; he is the son of Mrs. Hook, to whom many of these letters

are addressed. — Ed.
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tlie happy immortality which has been so dearly pur-

chased, we have amidst our misplaced sorrow^ some-

thing sweet to look back to, and something more

delightful to anticipate.

I am glad to hear you are at school, though your

dear mother and you must have had a sad parting

;

but you have only to be thankful that you had the

society and the tuition of your parents so long, and

that they are so near you, and that you are not hke

my John Peter, dependent on an only parent ; but

he has a parent out of the reach of worldly sorrow,

to whose society he may yet attain. I hope you re-

ceived the copy of the Memoirs of an American Lady

I sent you : be sure to keep it till I die, for my sake,

and afterwards for your own sake. Now I should

like much to say something to divert Robert ; but I

am very grave, and cannot divert any body. I hope,

dear boys, you will both be manly, and not let the

other boys have to say that you are grown soft by

staying so long at home. Never begin a quarrel, nor

come sneakingly out of one. I need not tell you

what you ought to do ; you have better ad^dce than I

can give you : tell your beloved mother that I am
thankful for her last letter, and all the information it

contains. Adieu, my dear boys ; I am yours, with

warm regard,

Anne Gkant.
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Letter LXXV.

TO MRS. BRO^YNj GLASGOW.

-Ti/r 1 IV yr 13 Stirlino;, 28th December, 1808.My dear Mrs. JBrown^ "^

I have the satisfaction to say that I am this day

a great deal better
; yesterday I was very ill with

that kind of cold and all those nervous aggravations

that tormented me at Jordanhill.

You cannot imagine how much I am delighted with

my son^ though liis boisterous rapture at seeing me
had well nigh overset me at first ; his notions are so

upright and original ; there is such a mixture of

shrewdness and simplicity^ of energy and tenderness in

the rudhnents of his unformed character^ that I think

he bids fair^ with proper management^ to be both re-

spectable and amiable. Wliat is most necessary in

his case is more pruning^ and otherwise just to let liim

alone^ and keep art from intruding into the province

of liberal nature. He will not have genius^ but he

will have that happy faculty of mind^ the result of

fancy and feeling, which enables us to taste and enjoy

the intellectual feast wliich superior intelligences

furnish.

Forgive all tliis egotism, and accept my grateful

thanks, for all your quiet, watchful, and friendly at-

tention Avhile I was your troublesome guest ; not that

I think you accounted it a trouble, for I know that

you did not. I sent you a copy of Paley's Sermons

:

they are very characteristic of the author, having all

liis power of argument^ energy of thought, and purity
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of doctrine^ with his careless^ inelegant^ and unfinished

diction ; they are much run affcer^ I suppose because

they are scarce and were printed in the face of his

dying prohibition : he did not think them sufficiently

accurate or poHshed for the public eye. Pray re-

member me with much esteem to your mother^ to

whom I have also sent Faber on the Prophecies

;

time will show how far he is skilled in opening the

gates of futurity : I am^ in the meantime,, very ready

to acknowledge Antichristian France as the person-

age making the kinoes of the earth drunk with the

cup of abomination. I was always reluctant to brand

with that epithet a Churchy however x^orrupt^ that

acknowledges the propitiation of the incarnate Saviour

as the only means of redemption.

Send my love to your beloved sister^ and that

matchless mate of hers^ whom I think I like better

now than any other man^— the Bishop of ' London

being so far out of my way and reach. I am^ dear

Mrs. Brown^ ever^ with sincere attachment^ yours^

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXVL
TO MRS. HOOK5 CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

My dear Friend,
Stirling, 3d January, 1809.

I had the great satisfliction of receiving your let-

ter at Jordanhill, where I had been much indisposed

while I was wicked enough to repine that I should

be sick where I would have so greatly enjoyed my-
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self with this most happy^ and most excellent pair^ for

you must know I like Mr. Smith fully as well as I do

her. I wish you did but know him ;— such charming

tranquillity of temper^ without languor or torpor

;

such general intelhgence^ such happy ease^ and un-

affected goodness and benevolence. I always liked

him ; but^ from their numerous connexions and visitors^

never had an opportunity before of seeing them for

any time quietly and happily at home by themselves^

as I love to see so happy a couple as they are.

My illness was a great cold^ attended by a nervous

sensation all over that defies description^ but made me
indeed " smart and agonize at every pore

;

" my dis-

order was^ I am sure^ greatly aggravated by a thousand

painful recollections that tliis meeting with the asso-

ciates of early Hfe renewed in my mind. I felt^ too^

that they^ so surrounded by elegance and abundance^

and by the friends that these appendages to merits in

the course of the worlds draw about people^ were too

much engrossed by then' own happiness^ their cliildren^

and their pursuits of various kinds^ to feel me as ne-

cessary to them as they are to me ; and this^ too^ I

felt painfully^ having really an inordinate avarice of

affection.

In Glasgow^ some one sent me the Eclectic Re-

view for January or February last : I think it is favour-

able^ and extremely well written^ having more of

talent in it than any review of my Letters— for it

is those I allude to^— that I have yet seen. The

writer^ who appears to be very pious^ charges me—
too truly— with making too great an idol of friend-

ship. I plead guilty ; for in no instance should one
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place that dependence on the creature^ such as the

Creator only can be worthy of. But perhaps it is

the prevalence of this sin that makes me feel a

preference for you a kindred transgressor, that is

scarcely warrantable ; but it is you only that I feel

loose from the engulphing world, when the consider-

ations of affection stimidate you to exertions for others.

Being exalted in my own eyes by certain adulatory

epistles from Mr. Hatsell, Mrs. Fielding, and other

literate ancients in praise of ^^Aunt Schuyler" and

her nol^le Mohawks, I took heart of grace, and wrote

a sharp expostulation to Longman about coarse paper^

bad printing, &c. It cost me no small pang to be so

harsh to my poor dear Longman. Mark the sequel

;

no lamb, if lambs could write, coidd possibly have

sent a meeker answer than he made to this lion-hke

epistle : he says he will assuredly have the next im-

pression printed on fine 2:)aper ; begs me to prepare

without loss of time for a second edition, and tells

me that on the 20th of December above a thousand

copies had been sold.

You will be now in town, busied with your brother's

marriage.* With such a heart and such a temper he

must make a delightful husband, and the cares and

affections resulting from a happy marriao-e will be

a cure for all youthful errors. I am yours ever

tenderly,

Anne Grant.

* Sir Robert Townsend Farquhar, Bart, married in January, 1809,
to Maria Frances Geslip Latour, dau.2:liter of Mr. Latour, of Madras,
by whom (who married, secondly, Thomas Hamilton, Esq.) he left

a son, the present Baronet. — Ed.
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Letter LXXVII.

TO :MRS. HOOK^ CO^nDUIT street, LONDON.

My clear Friend,
^'''^'''-' ^^'^' •^"^"''^' ^^^^•

I received your long and Idnd letter, and since

that, your sweet little memorial of both time and

friendship, and the note glowing with your own
native cordiality that accompanied it.

'Tis hard to say whether you have most gratified

Mr. and Mrs. B. or me by the unequalled kindness

of giving them the use of your elegant residence

during your absence from home. A person great in

little things, who made seraphim of her fm^niture,

would as soon leave them in possession of her nose.

I know w^ho has half the merit of this liberahty ; but

I do not w^onder so much at Azm, for men take wider

views, and value little tilings less than we do, and

generosity in him is almost culpable, because ex-

cessive on all occasions. I have great comfort in

considering that you are safer than you would be

with most people, for I know your guests to be pos-

sessed, in a liigh degree, of that rare and charming

quality,— dehcacy,— which, though it cannot, lilce

charity, atone for many sins, — for it is never found

associated with them—certainlymakes up for many de-

fects, and is a pretty sure indication of purity of mind,

as weU as of tenderness of heart. A college pedant, if

he is young, and has parts with his pedantry, I can

very well endure ; he is only a young bird run away

with the shell on his head, who amuses without dis-

o-usting me. As for Mrs. B., though she could not

YOL. I. O
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amiise^ she would interest me^ because I should^ like

you^ feel gratified in adding, in any way, to the

comfort of so much o;entleness and innocence that

feels finely, though quietly. Master has, what in a

greater and older man would be called splendid

abilities ; he is awkwardly conscious of them, and has

neither the art to conceal that consciousness, nor the

noble simplicity which carries minds of the very first

order even above the contemplation of their own

excellencies.

Talking of genius leads me naturally to con-

gratulate you on the awakened brotherly feelings of

that Theodore '^^' for whom I know your sisterly con-

cern is restless and extreme. You may believe I

rejoice over the capture of tliis shy buxl, for his own

sake, as well as yours : I do in my heart love genius

in all its forms, and even in its exuberance and

eccentricity. You will teach Mm, for his own good,

to make a due distinction between li\ing to please

the world at large, and exerting liis powers in a

given direction for his own benefit, and the satis-

faction of his real friends. The imcultured flowers,

and even the early fruit of premature intellect form

an admirable decoration for a dessert ; but woe to him

who would expect to feast on them daily and only.

Of a person depending merely on talents and powers

of pleasing, what more brilliant example can be given

than Sheridan ? and who would choose to live liis

life, and die liis death ? I talk of his death as if it

* The late Theodore Hook, Esq. author of several popular works.
He was brother-m-law to Mrs. Hook, the correspondent of Mrs.
Grant.— Ed,
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had abeady taken place^ for what Is there worth

living for that he has not aheady outhved ? and who^

that ever knew the value of a tranquil mind^ and

spotless name^ would be that justly admired^ and as

justly despised^ individual ? And if the chieftain of

the clan be such^ what must the tribe be " of those

that live by crambo clink/'— as poor Burns called

those hapless sons of the Muses^ who^ without an

object or an aim^ run at random through the worlds

and are led on by the unfeeling great and gay to

acquire a taste for expensive pleasures and elegant

society^ and then left to languish in forlorn and em-

bittered obscurity^ when their health and their

spirits and their means ebb together.— Raise^ then^

your voice of truth and affection^ and out-sing all

the syrens that^ on the coast of idleness^ strive to

attract Theodore by the songs of vanity^ pleasure^

and dissipation; teach him to love those that love

him^ independent of all that flatters or pleases^ for

himself; and make auxiliaries of all those kindred

among whom you are now placed^ to make him

know something of more value than empty admira-

tion.

I was lately sohcited to take charge of a young

lady^ whose father was son and heir to Sir Jolm A.

;

her mother is a near relation ofthe Duke of Hamilton's.

She knew of my proposed removal to England^ wliich

was one motive for her wishing me to take her daugh-

ter : the affair was settled^ and she was to come to us

next week. This day I see in the newspaper the

death of her father^ General A.^ who was upon service

in Spain : what difference this may make I know not

;

o 2
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but this young lady, Avitli respect to age, was what

just suited me. Yoiu-s, tenderly and unalterably,

Anne Geant.

Lettee LXXVIII.

to l^nss catherine jiapja fanshawe, cavendish square,

LONDON,*

My dear Madam,
' Edinburgh, ISth February, 1809.

Yon grieve and snrprise me by saying that yoiu'

late tonr extended no farther than Oxford. Admirable

as I am snre that is, I wonld have yon in Alnwick

Castle, among the shades of the Percys and Dong-

lasses, which still seem to frown on these embattled

towers : and even in Scotland we have many thmgs

Vforthy of being seen by yon, and which I know yon

wonld see with the eye of a painter and a poet, thongh

at the same time yon wonld long to retm^n to yonr

fertile plains after the first effervescence of snblhne

delight. The power of habit is, however, astonishing

:

when I first went to the Higlilands, I thonght it pretty

and poetical to admire the general face of the conntry,

* Miss Catherine Maria Fanshawe, to whom several letters in this

collection are addressed, was the daughter of John Fanshawe, Esq.
of the Board of Green Cloth. She was distinguished by her attain-

ments in literature and the fine arts, and was the intimate friend of
Lady Hesketh, the cousin of Cowper, who thus deseribes IMiss F.
in a letter to Lady Hesketh in 1793 :

—
" Her pen drops eloquence as sweet
^' As any Muse's ton,o:ue can speak

;

" Nor need a scribe like her resrret

" Her want of Latin or of Greek."

Miss Fanshawe died in 1834, in the 69th year of her a^-e.

—

Ed.
'
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and spurred myself up to something like approbation

;

but it was— without a pun— uphill work. Particular

spots charmed me ; but the general aspect of the coun-

try made me always tliink myself in a defile guarded

by savage and gloomy giants^ with their heads in the

clouds^ and their feet washed by cataracts ; in short,

it appeared to me awful as it would be to live night

and day in that mighty Minster that so filled my
eyes and my imagination when lately at York.

Time, however, went on : I began to grow a little

savage myself;

—

-^^not a mountain reared its head

unsung ;
" and when I grew acquainted v\' ith the lan-

guage and the poetry of the country, I found a

thousand interesting' locahties combined with those

scenes where the lovely and the brave of other days

had stiU a local habitation and a name : cherished

traditions, and the poetry of nature and the heart

shed light over scenes the most gloomy, and peopled

solitude with images the most attractive and awaken-

ing. When, after a long residence in this land of

enthusiasm, I left the abode of ghosts and warrior

hunters and heroines, to come dovvm to common life

in a flat country, you cannot imagine how bleak and

unsheltered, how tame and uninteresting it aj)peared

;

except the society of my early friends, it had lost aU

its attractions for me, and I gladly returned to dvfcU

under the sheltering shadow of my mountains, and to

see— what I shall never see elsewhere— delicacy of

sentiment and generous tenderness, courtesy and

gentle manners, in cottages.

Do you know that I began this letter in Stirhng,

and am finishing it in Edinburgh^ a place into which

o 3
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business now and tlien drives me^ and where inclina-

tion would keep me if I had more self-dependence; but

the society in this northern capital is so ensnaring,

conversation so lively and so easy, and every one

knows everybody so well, that I could not possibly

reside in the midst of so many seducing attractions

without giving up my quiet habits, my domestic

endearments shall I call them? and perhaps my eco-

nomical regulations,— the mortar that binds together

the fabric of independence. I know I could never

lash myself to the mast when so many syrens were

singing around me ; and, truly, in many instances,

though the song is sweet and specious, it is delusive

and j3erhaps destructive.

But I must tell you why I came to Edinburgh

;

it was to brino; home with me a daughter of the Earl

of Glasgow, who is committed to my care, having

finished the routine of boardino- -school education, and

being to stay with me unconditionally, that is as her

mother expresses it. I have seen the young lady,

who looks modest and sensible, composed and col-

lected, yet like a child without being in the least

childish, I mean she is no premature miss in haste

to be a woman.

I called on the Duchess of Gordon yesterday, she

and I having a joint interest in an orphan family in

the Highlands, which creates a kind of business

between us ; she had a prodigious levee, and insisted

on my sitting to see them out, that we might after-

wards have our private discussion. Among other

characters at her levee, I saw Lord Lauderdale, who
made me start to see him almost a lean slippered
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pantaloon^ who^ the last time I saw him^ was a fair-

hairecl youth at Glasgow College ; he was really like

a '' memento mori '' to me : had I much to leave^ I

would have gone home and made my will directly.

More gratified I was to see Sir Brooke Boothby^

though he^ too^ looked so feeble and so dismal^ that

one would have thought him just come from writing

those sorrows sacred to Penelope^ which you have cer-

tainly seen. Being engaged to dinner, I could stay

no longer ; the Duchess said that on Sunday she never

saw company, nor played cards, nor went out : in

England^ indeed, she did so, because every one else

did the same, but she would not introduce those

manners into this country. I stared at these grada-

tions of piety growing warmer as it came northward^

but was w^ise enough to stare silently. She said she

had a great many things to tell me, and as I was to

set out this morning, I must come that evening, when
she would be alone. At nine I went, and found

Walter Scott, whom I had never before met in so-

ciety, though we had exchanged distant civilities

—

Lady Keith— Johnson's Queeney—and an English

lady, witty and fashionable-looking, who came and

went with Mr. Scott. No people could be more easy

and pleasant, without the visible ambition of shining,

yet animated, and seeming to feel at home with each

other. I think Mr. Scott's appearance very unpro-

mising and common-place indeed
; yet though no

gleam of genius animates his countenance, much of

it apjDcars in his conversation, which is rich, various,

easy, and animated, without the least of the petulance *|

with which the faculty, as they call themselves, are

O 4
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not unjustly reproached. Lady Keitli and Mr. Scott

said all that was civile and offered to call on me ; but

I return to Stirling to-day^ in spite of all these se-

ductions^ and I have risen by daylight to finish this

letter^ which^ after all, I fear you can scarcely read.

I have taken my sober glass of Edinburgh-: this

much exhilarates, more would intoxicate.

I hope you have received a splendid present I sent

you; I mean the Memoirs of dear aunt Schuyler,

who, though in very homely array, and terribly mis-

printed, has been civilly received here ; everybody

finds fault, yet everybody mixes praise of some kind

with certain very just criticism. You have your

opinion previously formed, and but for you the faults

would be more numerous.* I am, dear madam, your

much obliged, faithful servant,

AxxE Grant.

Letter LXXIX.

TO MRS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LOXDON.

My dear Friend,
^'^^^^^^-' '^'^' February, I809.

Many thanks for your last letter, wliich I wonder

you found time to write, occupied as you are. I am
charmed to find you so pleased with Mrs. Dixon ; her

ardent affections and vigorous mind are so well re-

gulated by sound sense and genuine piety, that one

has none of those harsh movements, those sudden

* Miss Fanshawe, had seen the work alluded to in manuscript,
during a visit to their mutual friend Sir John Leo-ard, where Mrs.
Grant happened to be at the same time.—Ed.
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irregularities to cbead, witli wliicli people of that

temperament are apt to distress you. It is really a

privilege to know one who has done so much good

with so little means proportionably ; and who unites

a thorough knowledge of the useful arts of life^ and of

every thing that preserves independence and extends

beneficence^ with the fervour and elevation of genius^

and what one might call a glowing simplicity of man-
ners. What an inestimable advantage in prosperity

— what an unspeakable consolation in adversity,

is it to be known and loved by people of genuine

worth and abilities ! They are really '^ a crown ot

rejoicing/' and, moreover, a second conscience ; for

who would venture the loss of their esteem ?

I have no desire,- in the way of curiosity, to know
any one's private affairs, but in this instance I am
so glad you have made me the depository of your

confidence ; for the rationality, the piety, the sober

steadfast dignity which you display in unfolding them,

have raised you in my eyes; I assure you I look

up to you as if you were ten feet liigh. Re-

stricted circumstances must be particularly hard on

those whose taste is elegant, whose minds are hberal,

and whose habits are social
;

yet, if one's circumstances

admitted of indulging so many bewitching propen-

sities, these are tastes that have no defined limits

:

they are hke a circle in the water, daily enlarging

;

and they lay its open to such perpetual incursions, and

keep the mind so hurried and occupied, that the most

amiable and deserving slide insensibly into embarrass-

ments wliich make them first the prey, and then the

scorn of those whose whole merit lies in a cold caution
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and exact calculation. Hospitality is no safe virtue^

when all the worlds as certain people call themselves^

are so gay^ so idle, and so perpetually flying about.

Simplicity of life, that nameless powerful charm which

has actually taken the wings of a dove and fled to the

wilderness, is so completely banished, and so much

incumbrance of expensive nothings have been intro-

duced into the system of housekeeping, that without

going to festivity and excess, easy open-handed kind-

ness cannot now be indulged but at a rumous expense.

You are not aware how much hurry and impertinence,

how much anxiety and embarrassment, you will escape,

and how much better you will like your nevv^ plan of

life when once you stubbornly bend your mind to it

;

for it must cost an effort to get out of this too well

beaten track.

I should have been delighted to see such a party as

you, Mrs. Dixon, Miss C. M. Fanshawe, and Lady

Louisa Stuart together
; your favourable verdict on

my book is doubly gratifying, as I know how it would

dehght you to gain the favourable vote of these hj^er-

critics. Accept much love from us all, and beheve

me faitlifuUy and tenderly yom^s,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXX.
TO ALEX^NJ^DER tod, ESQ., BUCKINGPIAM STREET, LONDON.

Mv dear Sir
Stirling, lOth March, 1809.

I received your letter with the enclosure, and

write to inform you of its safe arrival, and to congra^
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tulate yoii on having no particularly disagreeable busi-

ness to urge you northward ; but amidst the selfish

atmosphere which surrounds you^ your retaining

warmth enough to come on a visit of kindness to the

land of your nativity^ I consider as no small merit.

Mrs. Kennicott's notes for the new edition of the

Memoks of an American Lady will come too late

;

I do not much care ; I understand that the design of

them is to obhterate a certain famihar and colloquial

set of phrases^ which^ from my not being a voluntary

or professional author^ have become habitual to me ;

and^ were they taken away would also take away

from that characteristic manner^ from that ease and

originahty wliich those who live in^ and talk for the

world cannot attain^ and wliich borrowed elegance

and studied correctness would ill replace.—^¥hen

people are pleased^ upon the whole^ with such nonde-

script performance^ they do not exactly know whence

their pleasure results ;— part of it^ perhaps^ arises from

that unstudied simphcity wliich extreme correction

and embellishment would eradicate. I^ who am neither

learned nor fasliionable^ wish not to borrow aid from

fashion or learning : conscious that^ by attempting to

change the style of any of the fcAV works that deviate

from the beaten tracks what is gained in elegance

will be lost in strength and ease.— In shorty I want

on all occasions^ in pubhc and private^ to be my very

self.

This place is now in great beauty^ and I shall feel

reoTct in quitting it^ but of all this we will talk soon

fuUy.— I am^ with sincere regard^ yours truly^

Anne Grant.
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Letter LXXXI.

to mrs. nook, condltt street, londoi^.

T,^ T -T,^
. -, Stirlinor, 15th March, 1809.

My clear FiTencl,

I was happy to learn by a letter from Miss G.

that you are well in London^ and busy for me. Pray

do not let that excellent being's over eagerness to do

impracticable things distress you, by making you vex

yourself that they are impracticable. Ease I do not

look for ; difficulties and struggles of one kind or other

must be my lot while I travel through this dim ves-

tibule, as Young calls it^ of existence. These are

useful, perhaps necessary. How much do my secret

meditations follow the departed^ as it is ! Were I, then^

at ease from outward anxieties^ I should grow melan-

choly ; the ardour of my imagination carries me
away from sorrow, but too faitliful memory, and at-

tachment too tender, bring me back to redoubled an-

guish, in the hour of solitude and quiet. It is good

for me to be anxious, and at tunes agitated ; so never

let yourself be uneasy because I have not a hundred

things I can do very well without, and because my
worldly matters are not in every respect what your

kind partiality would desire. If I carry through my
plan of removing to England, I must lay my account

to meet a little hard weather at first ; but matters

will mend, if we manage properly, with due confidence

in that Providence Avhich has so wonderfully be-

friended us.

I am sure, from the attachment you all have to the
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Wellesley familyj this shocking elopement must give

you great concern. When things are at the worsts

they must needs mend^ and surely morals cannot be

at a lower ebb of depravity. The traces of gratitude

can never be erased from my heart ; for which reason,

and many others, I am grieved beyond measure for

the poor Duke of York, and could spend a long smn-

mer day in telling you all the good things I know of

him in his official capacity. I do l3y no means defend

his morals, but is this fault worse in liim than in his

accusers ? I hope and trust he will be found free from

the stain of peculation^ for the sake of his humanity.

God bless you, dear and truly excellent friend ; believe

me ever truly yours,

Anne Geant.

LSTTEE LXXXII.

TO :»IKS. HOOKj THE CLOSE^ WINCHESTEE.

^rr 1 T? • 1 Stirling, 20th March, 1809.My dear h nend, _ ^ '
.

I do not lose a post in informing you that I am
perfectly disposed to comply with the proposal you

make me upon the part of Mrs. Jones, and shall con-

sider it as a particular mark of confidence to have a

voung lady of such uncommon promise, and so pecu-

liarly the object of parental fondness, entrusted to me.

You know very well how much I shall be interested

in so near a connection of the dear Grahams^ as well as

your ovv^n, and of how much miportance it is to my
feelings that the young persons under my care should



206 MRS. grant's letters.

be such as I have some tie to love. But of this I shall

say little ; I only venture it to you^ because you will

not thinks as many others might do^ that this is merely

a parade of sentiment.

With Lady E. Boyle I am more than satisfied; but a

creature of so firm and pure a mind^ of such fixed prin-

ciples^ and with notions at once so elevated and

delicate^ is so very rarely met with^ that her being so

very suitable and attached^ as I am convinced she

already is^ to the family:— all this^ I say^ would

scarcely induce me to take another at that most cri-

tical age^ when they are neither children to be guided

nor women to guide themselves. So notwithstanding

this excellent sample of misses in their teens^ my ge-

neral opinion of them remains unchanged^ and I still

abide by my choice of young creatures^ who can be

made what she already is. I hope at any rate to teach

them early to love truth and goodness^ and have a

sense of religion deeply impressed on their minds.

An absolute devotee^— a person who lives only in

pious exercises^ and being dead to all the attractive

and amusing varieties that assail the young mind

with the added charm of noveltv, makes no allow-

ance for the gaiety of youthful imagination^ and is

not apt to give those impressions that will enable one

to mix safely in the gay and busy scenes of life.

Rehgion, in the young mind, is like a bird in a child's

hand ; if it lie too closely grasped the life escapes^

and only the dead and cold form remains ; and if it

be too loosely held, it takes flight entirely.

I hope you will not think me an immoral wretch

for my pains when I tell you, that I grieve beyond
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measure for the Duke of York : I fear he will cry^

like Cain^ '^ My punishment is greater than I can

bear." If a sense of morality had armed the House

of Commons^, whose scandalous levity is disgusting,

against him^ it might be borne ; but he is the victim

of party, and that truncheon will never more be held

so steadily. Believe me ever your attached, affec-

tionate^

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXXIIL

TO IVIRS. HOOK, THE CLOSE, WINCHESTER.

My dear Friend,
^'''''''^^ ''''' ^^''^^' ^'°^

I most thoroughly sympathise with you on Lady
's loss, which I see is a great and real affliction

to you both. Though very much interested in the

admirable survivor, I do not pretend to feel as you do,

who have known and loved her so long
;
yet I have a

pecuhar feeling ofmy own on tliis sad occasion, such as

none can have that have not passed that cruel Rubicon.

—I cannot see before another that thorny path tln^ough

which I have so long walked with aching heart and

bare and bleeding feet, without feeling anxious con-

cern for the defenceless traveller. When I speak of

bare, I mean the aggravation of having limited cir-

cumstances to encounter, without the defence of

habitual cold prudence, and a callous hard mind that

is not seduced from the onward path by pity, taste, or

fancy. High born^ justly admired, and nursed in the
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lap of affluence and indulgence^ as she has been^ besides

the breaking of " those ties so hard to tear/' she has^—
according to the very great difference l3etwixt her lot

and mine^— as much worldly difficulty to encounter

as I had ; that is to say^ she will find as much diffi-

culty to keep her children in the sphere and in the

possession of the advantages and indulgences to which

her rank entitles them^ and to give them all a suitable

education^ as I had to keep mine from encountering

those trials for which the delicacy both of their minds

and constitution utterly disqualified them.

Yet^ from her Ladyship's sweet and equal temper,

and her vigorous and active mind, I hope much ; and

more from the sense of religion which seems to have

been alive in her heart amidst all the scenes of gaiety

and temptation through which she must needs have

passed. Her present state, it must not be dissembled,

is not only a painful, but very hazardous one, and on

that sacred and immoveable pillar only can she

safely lean ; but then devotional feelings must not

terminate in bright gleams and fervid impulses. It

is in the bosom ploughed up by affliction and watered

by tears, that the severe yet salutary habits of self-

denial and steady exertion must spring up. Who is

it that says of true pleasure,

" On virtue's awful hill, sublime enthroned,
Sits the inmiortal fair

;"

and adds, very truly, that '' the steps are peril, toil,

and care?" They arc indeed; but the reward is

rich and abundant, the air pure, and the prospect

delightful, when one does arrive. I am not flourish-
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ing on paper to tell^ in other terms^ what every one

must know, but speaking from the fulness of my
heart, from a mind deeply impressed with the deli-

cacy and critical importance of the arduous duties

upon which your friend is entering, in which, unless

she earnestly supplicates the divine aid to direct her,

I see not any other that she has to depend on.

After all, the whole detail of our joys and sorrows

comes so very soon to an end, that I know not but

the best lot is that in which our virtue is most

exercised, and in which we are enabled to do most

good.

I have worn myself out on this theme. Of myself

what shall I say ? Mary is come home, which cer-

tainly makes an agreeable addition to our society.

She is preparing to go to England, on a visit to

Miss Grant. I flatter myself you will like her : I

am sure Dr. Hook will. We grow every day fonder

of Lady E. Boyle, and she seems quite happy, and

much attached to us ; we go on dividing the day be-

tween music, languages and history, with the varia-

tion of writing on a wet day, and walking on a dry

;

* making our general conversation, whether grave or

playful, insinuate somewhat of instruction, and read-

ing amusing books in those evenings that we spend

alone together, which are many. I am much pleased

to hear you like your new abode at Winchester so

well, and, with our united love, beheve me your

attached and faithful friend,

Anne Geant.

VOL. I.
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Letter LXXXIV.

to miss c. im. fanshawej cavendish square, loi>ndon.

Dear Madam,
'*"'^^' ''' ^P"""' ''''

I would be ashamed to say how much gratified

I am with your approbation of my good Aunt Schuy-

ler% and how vain of Mr. Sotheby's ! indeed he is

much admiration in my debt, and owes me at least

good-will. I must own myself, however, agreeably

surprised at the respectable success it has had. I

wish you would read the Duke de Rochefoucault

Liancourt's travels tln^ough America ; not the whole

of them,—that is a fatigue I should not think of

inflicting on you,—but his tour from Upper Canada

jto New York, where you will find my Schuylers,

/and Renselaers, my Hudson's river and my General

rBTainilton, in full dimensions, and would have found

i:
i my Aunt Schuyler, if Minos and Radamanthus had

not given her their passport two years before.

General Schuyler's daughter, whom he talks of as

having been given in a disinterested manner to the

truly admirable General Hamilton, was the playmate

of my childish years, and dear to me from her good

temper and attachment.

I am delighted with the pleasantry of your ob-

servations upon my defective orthography,—which

can be the less excused as it is a thing to be learned

^ Alluding to the " Memoirs of an American Lady."
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merely by a common degree of observation,— But
do you know that the first unshackled letter of my
very own diction that I wrote in my life was that

which begins the series of my printed correspondence

;

— this I have beside me^ written in the most childish

and unformed hand imaginable. I was taught to

write^ when a girl in America^ by a soldier in my
father's regiment who began life in the character of

a gentleman^ but^ being an incorrigible sot^ retained

notliing but a fine hand to distinguish him from liis

fellows when he was chosen my teacher; — this

tutor of mine visited the black hole so often^ that I

got copies^— perhaps twenty— at long intervals^

when he was removed into another regiment. I was

thus.deprived of all instruction of tliis and of almost

every other kind; but then it was intended to send

me to a convent in Canada^ where ofiicers' daughters

got some sort of superficial education. This was de-

ferred from year to year^ and then dropped because

we thought of coming home^ where I was to learn

every thing; but^ by that time^ I was grown very

tall^ very awkward^ and so sensitive that a look dis-

concerted me^ and I went to no school except that

where dancing was taught^ which I very soon left

from the same miserable conscious awkwardness.

Upon our return to Scotland I exercised my hand-

writing in little poems^ where ^^mere description

held the place of sense/' inspired by the romantic

banks of the river Cart^ in Renfrewshire^ where I

passed summers with a family whose innocence of

manners^ purity of thought^ and odd mixture of

perfect simplicity with a degree of refinement that

p 2
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one would have thought incompatible with any thing

so primitive^—formed^ altogether^ an assemblage of

qualities that I suppose were rarely blended in the

same degree. I stop here to observe to you that a

class of people then existed in Scotland^— of whom
few relics now remain^— that were peculiar to tliis

country, and died away with the broad Scotch of

Allan Ramsay^— for they would not or could not

speak English properly. They were to be found in

middle life^ among the clergy^ P^tty lairds^ and jDro-

fessional people of the second class ; what distinguished

them from all other people was a simpHcity of man-

ners^ and plainness of language^ amounting to rus-

ticity^ yet perfectly distinct from vulgarity and not

the least allied to it; on the contrary^ those derived

from the most complete and intimate knowledge of

scripture^ of the English classics of Queen Anne's

reign^ and all the touching and ennobling productions

of their own national Muse. And this was combined

with a taste for simplicity^ and a refinement of sen-

tunent that one would little expect to meet among

people moving in an liumble and retired circle^ with

out even the wish to quit it.

To make you understand what I mean^ such beings

as Miss Burney's Dubsters^, Brangtons^ and IMittenses

never had an existence in Scotland : they are as new
to us as the Caliban of Shakspeare. As the poet tells

us, talking of the golden age, that '' music held the

whole in perfect peace," I verily think the pathetic

strains of our national music, so very familiar to

every one, and the soft and even graceful rusticity

of our pastoral muse, had some share in this singular
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delicacy of mind tliat existed often utterly indepen-

dent ofmodes and forms^ and is^ I think^ the prevailing

charm of our bleak uncultured country^ but which

is vanishing fast^ as the latter is more cultivated and

improved. It is that which one misses in the middle

rank of life in England^ where one must really rise

above the obscure recesses of life^ before any degree

of mental delicacy or culture is to be expected. Re-

finement^ in short, is with you carried much farther,

but not so generally diffused. This is wandering far

from my first purpose^ which was merely to account

to you for my great deficiency in regard to ortho-

graphy^ of which mere imitation might have made

me mistress. With offer of my respects to your

father^ and best wishes for your sisters, I remain, dear

madam, yours very truly,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXXV.

to ^nss c. m. fanshawe, cavendish square, london.

Dear Madam,
'^^^^^"^' ''''' ^P"^' '"'''-

The opportune temptation of a neighbour just

o-oino* to London induces me thus early to acknow-

ledo^e the favour of your most obliging letter.

There is something in the destiny of this neigh-

bour of mine so particular as to be worth relating.

She is the daughter of a highland gentleman who

lives here in Melville Place, and supports a numerous

family, in a respectable manner, on the produce of a

p 3
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West Indian estate. This young creature was not

fifteen^ when^ by her sprightliness and musical talents,

she attracted the attention of a very young man from

London, of the name of B , who is paymaster to

a regiment then lying here. Upon examining into

circumstances, the extreme youth of the lady was the

only objection ; they imprudently, however, per-

mitted them to be very much together. The conse-

quence was what might be expected : impatient of

delay, and afraid of separation, they went off and

married. This rash act was followed by a very sudden

forgiveness, and she still continued the darling of her

parents. She came here to be confined, in due time,

not being then completely sixteen, and became as com-

posed and matronly as if she had been married for

years. In little more than four months after, they

were alarmed with an order for the re2;iment to 9:0 to

Botany Bay, where, it is to be observed, they are

likely to stay fifteen years. Careless of consequences,

she was ready to go any where with her husband

;

but the fear and fondness of her parents induced

them to prevail on him to set off without her, and to

conceal his intentions without takino; leave. ^¥hen

she came down and discovered the deception, she was

ahnost frantic, and her father was so moved by her

agonies that he was fain to take a j)ost-chaise and

go off instantly with his daughter to overtake her

mate, who was more pleased than surprised at the

occurrence, having an interior persuasion that she

could not be detained. She went off, hardly be-

stowing a look on her infant whom she had been

nursing, or on any other of the family.
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After a stormy and dangerous voyage^ she arrived

at London^ and went off after a few days to the Isle

of Wight^ to be ready to embark. Finding they

should be detained there a months the yearnings of

affection became distressing to the young mother^

and she and her husband sent a formal requisition

for their child. The little creature was by this time

become so dear to the good people^ that they could

not endure the thought of parting with it for so

long an exile. They got a surgeon to certify it

was not equal to the journey to London^ being but

five months old^ and not robust for its age. Mean-

time the parents were in the Isle of Wight^ where,

on Monday morning, they heard the ship would not

sail for a fortnight. The little heroine, who wants

still some months of seventeen, set out instantly for

Portsmouth, went the same night in the mail to

London, set out from thence on Tuesday, travelled

almost without food or sleep, in the coach to Glas-

gow, and astonished all on Friday morning by her

appearance in Melville Place, undaunted and un-

wearied, without a trace of fatigue in her looks or

spirits, and here she is, going off in triumph with her

child and this letter ! How stupid will this narrative

appear to you, though in the stupidest of little coun-

try towns it excites so much interest.

TfT 7l» VF 7p ^ "SF

I make no doubt that Mrs. Hook has told you my
intention of removing my family to London or its

neighbourhood. Surely the motives must be forcible

that could make me quit this dear land of my nativity.

I will not talk of my inducements, nor of the ties I

p 4
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breaks the direct answer beings '' Why^ then^ do you

break them ? " Such chasms have death and absence

made^ that I have more friends^ Scotch friends^ now,

in and about London than are collected in any other

sj)ot ; and friends^ too^ that may be useful to a son

who is dearer to me than I can say. I will not make

you go over the thorny ground I have had to travel;

I doubt not of your having heard enough of my his-

tory and of my motives to understand my views, and

am not entitled to trespass upon your patience with

details, unless you entitle me to do so by expressing

solicitude about my motions. I am, dear madam,

very gratefully, your faithful, humble servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXXVL

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ.^ LONDON.

My dear Sir, ^^^^-^^^s- 23d April, iso9.

I acknowledge myself very culpable in delaying

thus long to answer your last letter. Believe me,

dear sir, it was not owing to any deficiency in gra-

titude or respect, for there is only one person on

earth— a worthy Scotchman of your own a^e, Mr.
Kichardson of Pitfour,— to whom I think myself

equally obliged, and whom I regard Avith equal

esteem and veneration. Your niece is just one of

those young people whom it refreshes my spirit to

contemplate ; her letters, written with happy ease and
elegant simplicity, are the pictures of a pure and
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amiable mind^ well regulated^ well cultivated^ and

enriched with the soundest principles and best af-

fections The new novel ^^ Coelebs '' I

have vainly endeavoured to procure : nothing of that

kind comes here till 'tis grown mouldy every where

else ; but Avhen every one else is done with it^ I shall

get it from Glasgow^or Edinburgh. ^^Zeal without

Innovation" I have read more than once^ and would

read it again with pleasure;—I wish it were generally

read^ that many people might know what they would

say when they talk about Methodists and enthusiasm

without thought or discrimination^ and^ by con-

founding things most unlike, teach the young and

thoughtless to associate the idea of spiritual vanity

and enthusiastic rant with the purest and meekest

Christianity. I think it a book not only of the best

tendency^ but admirably written^ with a simplicity not

void of elegance^ and a purity of style seldom met

with ; it has also a candour^ moderation^ and perspi-

cuity rarely attained in writings that have the remotest

tendency to polemical controversy^ and a happiness

of allusion and range of thought that clearly show

—

though the author curbs his fancy in order to preserve

the useful plainness becoming a serious address to all

classes of readers— that he is well qualified to please

as well as to instruct^ and that he could be very

amusing if he would descend from the gravity of his

theme for that purpose. I think the cause of religion

is sometimes as much hurt by its friends as by its

enemies^ and there are but a chosen few to whom its

defence can safely be entrusted. Even a very good,

well-meant, heavy book is more an encumbrance than
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a help 5 for who reads it but those who do not need

conviction? But the book which does most good is

that which is most read ; and this is written with

such ability^ and really affords such entertainment,

that I should suppose it would produce much eflPect,

were it only by making people think more deeply

and clearly on the subjects it treats of. There was

great need of such an author to step between the dead

and the livino\

I am glad to hear that the excellent Bishop's spirits

stiU continue to animate his enfeebled frame. That

clear and hallowed hght will, in aU likelihood, be

gently and gradually extinguished, to rekindle with

unquenchable lustre among those who inherit the

crown laid up for them.

I have been tedious, dear sir ; forgive me, and give

my best respects to your niece Mrs. B. I am just

recovered from a bad cold ; all the rest are well. I

am, dear sir, your obhged and attached servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter LXXXYII.

TO IMRS. HOOKj THE CLOSE, ^VIXCIIESTEK.

My dear Friend, ^'^^^^' ^^^ ^^'^' ^'°^-

Miss Grant is as faithful as Abdiel, and so I was

sure she would be, when it came to the point of " do,

or let alone." I have just received a letter from her

fuU of hope and courage, steadiness and friendship,

and, what at present is better than any tiling, good

rational notions— practical ones to be acted on.
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Mary has just had a letter from Miss S. the cousin

of Mrs, R.^ who is quite a different character^ really

a genuine and valuable one. Mr. and Mrs. E., ob-

serve^ are to give up their residence in the country

—

that country for which she languished^ not because she

had much rural taste^ but because there she would

not be disturbed nor intruded upon. Well then^ she

and her husband were to educate that idol son : to

accomphsh this^ a man qualified by his learnings his

abilities^ and his virtues to make a distinguished

figure in public life^ and possessing a very great stake

in his country^ was withheld from Parliament— into

which the confidence of his fellow-citizens would have

gratuitously sent him— and from every other pubhc-

spirited or useful exertion^ to doze away the very

prime of life on a sofa^ gi^i^g occasional lessons to

the boy^ till indolence^ bile^ and spleen sent him to

some watering place. And thus years have gone by^

spent neither pleasantly nor usefully^ and his candle

has been kept under a bushel^ because her bushel had

no candle under it. At length they got tired of the

task of tuition which was to add an eighth wonder

to the worlds and got a tutor: that measure did

not answer^ which I do not wonder at; and they

are comings for the sake of getting proper tuition^

to live in London^ that mass of pollution^ of which

Mrs. R. used to speak with such unquahfied horror^

that she seemed to think herself contaminated by

passing through it. How sorry I should be to be

Mrs. R. with aU her unenjoyed wealth ! Cottage of

Laggan ! ever dear to my recollection^, what an abode
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wert thoii^ compared to tlie dead and stately stagnation

of B ! How sweetly calm was thy peace—how

pure and anhnated thy pleasures^— how many found

joy and comfort under thy roof

!

This is perhaps the egotism of retrospection; but

how can I help a comparison^ or contrast rather^ so

obvious ? Yet these are good people^ but they have

hung all their lives between heaven and earth like

Mahomet's coffin : they never tasted adversity^ never

got near enough to the earth to see the minute objects

on its surface^ and feel their humble wants ; nor did

they rise near enough to heaven to take in compre-

hensive views^ or be elevated into sublime benefi-

cence; yet I suppose they never in their lives withheld

money from a subscription^— they are so mechani-

cally good.

I have a letter from Mrs. Arbuthnot in Edinburgh^

in which she warmly urges forward my present un-

dertakings with full assurance of its success. Re-

member me kindly to Dr. Hook ; may you both enjoy

the blossoms of your Georgina's unfolding faculties

!

Incense is not sweeter than this flow of mind. Affec-

tionately yours^

Anne Grant/
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Letter LXXXVIII.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

My dear Sir,
^ ^*""^"^S. 24th May, I809.

I do not know that I am justified in condoling

with you on the death of the late excellent Bishop of

London. ^ The sorrow felt on such an occasion must

be entirely selfish ; our feelings^ when we think of

what he was and what he is^ must be not merely

tranquil^ but carry with them a kind of triumphant

elevation^ "^ beyond the flaming bounds of space and

time.'' It is not with trembling hope that one thinks

of his present felicity^ but with a full assurance that

carries to the mind direct conviction such as we re-

ceive from the evidence of the senses. How is the

mind exalted^ and the imagination enriched by the

sublime and beautiful ideas that a death so near trans-

lation suggests ! Does the glorified spirit wear a form

resembling that now present to my eyes^ and which

will ever live in my memory ? Who that ever beheld

it can forget the expression of sanctity in that coun-

tenance so placid and serene^ the benignity of his

smiles^ and those mingled rays of fancy and benevo-

lence that animated his mild and heavenly coun-

tenance amidst the last decays of nature? How much
honour and happiness must you have derived from

such an intercourse ; what comfort must you feel in

the retrospection^ what joyful hope in the anticipated

renewal of a friendship worthy of immortality! What

* Dr. Porteus.
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it my duty to remind you of yours ; I do it as a duty,

well knowing, however, that if the awful concerns of

your own eternal salvation, as you find them pointed

out to you in the word of God, and the voice of so

many beloved relatives which seem to cry from the

grave, do not touch your heart with a concern for

your eternal welfare, I need not hope to do it. But,

perhaps, the Divine Power, which, as we are told,

makes His angels ministering spirits to the hehs of

salvation, may permit those who are gone before us

to minister unseen to you and preserve you from

temptation.

I wrote to you last year explaining why I then went

to England, and that I had taken Isabella with me,

hoping the change of air and scene might be advan-

tageous to her health which the loss of her dear sisters

had much affected. In July I was preparing to

leave Sir John Legard's at Sunbury, above Richmond,

to visit excellent namesakes at Windsor. When I

was about to move. Sir John was taken very ill ; I

staid some days longer, when death deprived us of

that amiable and liighly accomplished character,

whose piety and virtue, and great sufterings while on

earth, made the change most desirable to liim, though

grievous to liis numerous and much attached friends.

It would be tedious and ostentatious to detail all the

civihties I met with when in England, from people

every way distinguished ; those I most valued were

received from the good and venerable Bishop of

London, now a saint in heaven, and Mrs. Porteus. I

staid some days with them, and was delighted with their

manners and their kindness, as well as edified by their
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piety and example. I spent a fortnight in London,

mostly with the family of Sir Walter Farquhar, a

distinguished Scotch physician, of whom you must

have heard. He has a daughter eminently elegant,

and possessed of a fine and cultivated mind, and a

warm and excellent heart, who is married to Dr. Hook,

a dignified clergyman, a man of worth and genius

like her own. She was my great comfort and con-

solation, and devoted herself entirely to me, when I

formerly went up to attend your sister Charlotte in

her last illness. I promised to pay tliis lady a visit

at their delightful abode in Hertfordshire ; but before

I went there I was introduced to Sir William Grant,

the Master of the Rolls, who is much inchned to

serve me, and whose friendship I consider as a great

acquisition : I met him and Sir David Baird, one of

the heroes of Corunna, during the summer, having

dined with them at the house of Mr. Charles Grant,

of Russell Square, from whose family I have received

much kindness and attention.

I took the advantage of my quiet and leisure at

Sunburv^ to do what I could never do at home,

—

write another book. Tliis I have sent to you ; but in

case it has not arrived, I may tell you 'tis Memoirs

of an American Lady, with sketches of manners and

scenery, &c. I trembled for the fate of this book

;

but it has gone off* with great success : the whole im-

pression of fifteen hundred copies was sold in three

months, and the second edition is now printed, and

selling rapidly, I believe.

I am glad you read ; it is a cheap pleasure, and an

unspeakable benefit. If you could conquer the indo-

VOL. I. Q
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lence both of constitution and climate so far as to

write, in a fair hand, abstracts of what you read, it

would be of material service not merely in a literary

but also in a worldly sense ; for the only chance you

have to acquire the independence which may enable

you to return to your native country, and friends

fondly attached to you, must be by holding some one

of the many civil offices wliich can be held com-

patibly with military ones ; and for this you cannot

be qualified without application and attention to

business.

Adieu, my dear son ; write long and often to your

most affectionate mother, and accept the love of all

here, with the cordial blessing of

Anke GrRANT.

Letter XC.

TO MRS. HOOK5 CONDUIT STREET^ LONDON.

My dear Friend, Stirling, 4th June, 1809.

You have really created in me a great partiahty

for Winchester ; and I am truly glad you found so

many worthy and enlightened characters there. No
one breathing rehshes or values those dehcacies more
than I do, though having owed much of the comfort
and enjoyment of a Hfe of toils and struggles to the
constant exercise of severe self-denial, I always wish
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to caution those whom I regard against fastidiousness^

even in such enjoyments as are purely intellectual,

because it may so happen that our friends, neigh-

bours, and even relations, may be incapable of gratify-

ing these elegant desires and refined tastes that are

the native growth of a mind rich in the gifts of in-

tellect. On the other hand, we may meet SheridanSy

people whose conversation is delightful, whose man-

ners are enchanting,—
" Who know the right, and who approve it, too,

Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong pursue."

And this, of all luxuries, is the most fatally bewitch-

ing ; because such persons have too much sense and

delicacy to shock you with an open avowal of disso-

lute principles, and in their greatest aberrations retain

sense enough to distinguish^ and taste enough to ad-

mire, the very virtue they have forsaken. No one is

more ahve to all the charms of talent than I am ; but

then no one is more sensible of that specious and

shining abuse of them, from wliich the wide-spreading

misery of the present times had its primary derivation,

—I mean the abuse of taste and talent : but 1 am well

aware of the light they communicate, and the dignity

they confer ; so much so, that I can never enough

lament their seemingly entire desertion of a certain

Assembly, that ought to be then most appropriate

scene of display. Wliat must all the people of taste

and intelligence in Europe who understand the En-

glish language, have thought on hearing of the Legis-

lature of a great enhghtened nation being convulsed

Q 2
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with laugliter, and rending tlie air witli the applause

of imputed wit at the

" Captious art,

And snip-snap short, and interruption smart,"

of the most impudent and despicable of women *,

whose vulgar pertness had not a single atom of wit

or humour to recommend it ! How justly is such a

tribunal styled the " House of Commons !

" Very

common indeed^ quoth

AxxE Grant.

Letter XCI.

TO MRS. FLETCHER, CASTLE STREET, EDIXCLTIGH.

Dear Madam, Stirling, eth July, I809.

I have received the copy you had the kindness

to .send me of poor Charlotte Smith's Poems, which

are easy and flowing, and to which her pecuUar

situation gives that interest which want of force and

originality would otherwise deny them. There is a

correctness, however, in the language, thought, and

sentiment, which makes them very suitable and not

unimproving reading for very young people, who
ought not to grow fastidious too early, and whom, I

think, we generally feast by far too soon on the deU-

* Alluding to Mrs. Clarke's evidence before the House of Commons
relating to the charges against the Duke of York, as Commander-in-
Chief of the armv.
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cacies of literature. From these they would cer-

tainly derive a more exalted pleasure^ if their minds

were permitted to unfold more gradually^ and simple

and cheap pleasure were afforded to their unvitiated

though uncultivated taste^ at the age when mere

existence is pleasure^ and the new risen light of life

tlu-ows its tender and cheering beams on all sur-

rounding objects. I cannot well account for begin-

ning what I meant as a mere expression of grateful

civility with this profound reflection : but as there

are some to whom it is labour to write easily, there

are others to whom one's mind and heart immediately

and insensibly open. After having said this, it is

needless to say how much additional value your parcel

derived from the accompanying letter.

I am not certain that after all I shall remove to

England. Mary is now there, receiving much kind-

ness, and making many preparations. She is, how-

ever, by no means sanguine, and rather alarmed at

the great expense of living and of house-rent. She

is calmer, more cautious and timid than I am ; I

therefore trust more to her than I would to myself.

I am much flattered indeed by Miss Edgeworth's

approbation, and the more as I am deeply conscious

of the slovenly haste and defective arrangement which

disgrace the work in question. I have long been an

admirer of the varied excellencies of her writings.

The inimitable Castle Rackrent I consider as one

of the very first productions of genius in the lan-

guage, in its own way. I only lament that others

are not as well qualified as I am to judge of the

faithful drawing; and vivid colouring:; of that admirable

Q 3



230 MRS. GEant's letters.

work. To do this, one must have lived in Ireland,

or the West Highlands which contain much rack-

rent ; but one must not have lived always there, as>

in that case, the force of these odd characters would

be lost in their familiarity. Belinda, too, though

unequal and in some places absurd, contains more

finely drawn and well sustained characters, more

conversational wit, more salutary lessons against the

abuse of wealth and talents, conveyed with equal

facility and vivacity, and a more faithful delineation

of modern manners, than any book of the kind that I

know. I am impatient to see her Tales of Fashion-

able Life; but one never meets anything of that

kind here till all the world are tired of it.

Ijadmire and delight in Campbell ; and pictures of

quiet rural Tife,^ animated by the softer affections and

gentler virtues, are my solace,— the very balm that

calms and soothes me. Yet, comparing the extracts

of Gertrude of Wyoming, given in the Edinbm^gh

Review, with the lavish eulogiinn that accompanies

them, I cannot help thinking of our mother Eve's

speech on a certain critical occasion :

—

" Serpent, thy overpraising leaves In doubt,

The virtue of the fruit."

Not that I don't admire good-natm^ed criticism, but

the redundancy of it, in that region of wholesome

bitters, surj^rised me.

Isabella is much gratified by yom^ kind mention of

her ; and IMoore, albeit unused to the plausive mood,
speaks with delight of your charming family. Will

you keep me alive in the remembrance of their father.
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of Mrs. Allan^ and of Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton. I

know not, my dear madam, when, if ever, I shall see

you again
; yet I am pleased that I have seen you,

because an original mind is a rare and pleasant thing

to think back on ; and I am resigned to not seeing

more of you, lest a final parting should be too pain-

ful. I am, dear madam, with very sincere esteem,

your faitliful, humble servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XCIL

TO JOHN IIATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

My dear Sir, Stirling, 15th July, 1809.

I had the satisfaction of receiving your letter

some time ago, and Avas dehghted to find jon were

about to acquire a new connexion so entirely to your

taste, and so suitable in every way. Your niece was

in every respect so happy, and so conscious of the

value of the blessings she possessed, that even the

most desirable change of situation must be to her

alloyed with regret, in parting with those to whom
she is so fondly attached, and of whose happiness she

has so long made an essential part. The connexion

she is about to make, or perhaps has made ere now,

is, by your account, peculiarly calculated to confer the

utmost attainable happiness on a mind so sound, and

so justly cultivated and well regulated as hers. Yet,

amidst all these pleasing prospects, I pity her when I

Q 4
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think of the pain of separation ; but, as the happiest

and dearest ties must sometime be dissolved, those

who are most closely bound by them are exactly

those who most need to form new ones, to fill those

chasms in the heart which time will too soon and too

surely open. I am more pleased than you could

easily imagine v/ith* this marriage ; for in truth I do

not often meet a young woman like Miss H., and

when I do, I feel fear and concern lest such a one

should not meet a companion deser\dng of her. This

thought often struck me with regard to her, because

I thou2:ht she had lived so lono; amono; the excellent

of the earth, and the pure and cheerful serenity of

her mind had been so little disturbed liitherto, that a

different scene of life, such as might satisfy many
other young people, might prove to her painful and

disappointing. We, in quiet life, cannot easily

understand how people find out each others merits

through all the ceremony and form that exist in

large and mixed societies. I should not perhaps say

this, for I believe ceremony is much banished; yet

in mixed and numerous assemblies the undisijuised

character can very rarely appear.

I request that you will offer my best respects to

IMrs. B., and believe that I ever am, dear sir, with

sincere esteem and warm gratitude, your fiiithful,

humble servant,

Anne Grant.



MRS. grant's letters. 233

Letter XCIIL

TO MRS. HOOK, THE CLOSE, WINCHESTER.

Stirlmg, 5th August, 1809.

Now^ my own dear friend, I know well you must

have been very much occupied to defer so long writing

to me. I am sorry it has so happened, from Mary's

absence at Windsor, that she could not see more of

our much loved Eliza Farquhar. This is like the

language of romance ; but your Eliza, though not in

the least romantic, inspires very romantic feelings;

so does every character so purely natural, and so

naturally pure^ if you can endure a quibble. One
reason why you have been so slow in writing is, that

you are much disappointed to see how slowly my
plan of removing to England gets on^ or rather that

it does not get on at all. '' Rest^ rest^ perturbed

spirit!"— the weights have hung so equal on my
spirits^ that it is a kind of relief to feel them prepon-

derate to one side or other. My Edinburgh friends,

though sincerely sorry to part with me, greatly

encouraged this plan, as considering it a beneficial

one for my family. My old and true west-country

friends as much discouraged it, on learning the

expense, and grieving to see me lost to themselves

:

that, indeed, I am, in a great measure, as it is,

—

rarely having an opportunity of seeing them.

What do you think of the new novel of Coelebs

in search of a Wife? I think there is considerable

ability displayed in it : the principles are such as

every one who professes genuine Christianity must
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acknowledge as jiist^ and regard as sacred. But to

theologians such a book is unnecessary^ and for those

who must needs be caught by amusement there is

not enough : and if the intention was to excite the

curiosity of strangers to religion^ and lead them to

serious reflection through the avenue of amusement,

there certainly should have been more story and cha-

racter^ more display of wit and fancy^ and less of

what is calculated merely to instruct. Against this

criticism the general reception of the book may be

weighed. What is universally read must have some

very powerful attraction ; and the voice of the people,

in such an instance, may be at least called the voice

of Apollo : and certainly we have not known a book

go so soon through so many editions. One reason

may be, that it has a separate charm for every

class of people. Why the pious and serious—who,

though a quiet, are still a numerous class—read it,

need not be asked : curiosity, and the abilities dis-

played by the writer, attract very many ; and a great

number of both sexes, who have no character at all,

read it merely because Ca?lebs is in search of a wife.

Johnson, the majestic moralist of the last century,

did more good to the cause of religion than half the

divines of the age^— I mean their writings. When
people are disposed to delight in devotional treatises,

their hearts cannot be estranged from their Maker

;

'^ They that are whole need not a physician." But
the book— supposing it to have a moral and reH-

gious tendency,— the book, I say, that does most

good is that which is most read: and how many
thousands were allured by the splendour of John-
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son's diction^ and the weight of his reputation, to

read in his works what they never attended to any-

where else; and to learn from him that the best

talents are best suited to the noblest purposes, and

that wit and infidelity are by no means so nearly

allied as many suppose. His works form at least a

lofty avenue to the temple of truth, in which no one

can walk long or steadily without wishing to reach

the sacred fane which terminates the subhme vista.

I hope the dehghts of your Georgina's opening

powers and artless smiles are not confined to her pa-

rents by this time : my daughter Mary, I am sure, will

greatly enjoy them. I entreat you not to let her make

herself in the least uneasy from the thoughts of my
being so. I know that it is best for me to be where

I am ; and am certain, if it were otherwise, this plan

of removino; to Eno;land would have answered. What
I meant to do in London I shall do in Edinburgh.

Meantime believe that no time or distance can dimi-

nish the affection with which I shall ever be, very

truly, your attached unchangeable friend,

Anne Geant
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Letter XCIV.

TO MRS. HOOK, IIERTINGFORDBURY, HERTFORD. •

-T.
-- T -y^ . T Stirling, 26th August, 1809.My dear Friend, ^ ^

Your letter, which I received only yesterday, I

thus punctually answer,— first, to show that I have a

better opinion both of you and myself than to in-

dulge in taking pets or supposing that you dehbe-

rately neglect me ; and, secondly, (to be methodical)

because to-morrow I expect the annual visit of some

friends from Edinburgh, who will stay a week at

least ; and besides, the Earl and Countess of Glasgow

are now in Edinburgh, on their way to their west-

country seat at Hawkhead, where Lady Elizabeth and

I are to join them at our first leisure. This furnishes

so much occupation for the ensuing time, that, warned

by your interruptions, I shall not trust to futurity,

but write when I can. I shall bes;in with matters I

am in danger of forgetting, and leave those things

that take care of themselves for the conclusion.

I have got a new book lately, which you must have

seen— Gertrude of Wyoming. It is very provoking

that Campbell's democratic hoof should invariably and

unnecessarily protrude itself through all the beautiful

drapery in which he knows so well to clothe the chil-

dren of his rich poetic fancy. Why should Walde-

grave, a Briton born and educated, and married to

the daughter of an Englishman,—Waldegrave, who
had only for three months tasted the sweets of Trans-

atlantic liberty,—why should he be seized with such
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an unnatural rage of anti-patriotism as to light the

banner of revolt against his native sovereign and the

glorious land of which he had the honour to be a na-

tive, and in which he had the happiness to receive his

intellectual nurture ? My annoyance at all this, and

at certain strange omissions, obscurities, and inver-

sions, does not prevent my seeing and feehiig all the

charms of this exquisite poem, which unfolds new
beauties at every renewed perusal :

—
" Closed were his Gertrude's lips, yet still their bland
And beautiful expression seemed to melt
With love that could not die," &c. Sec,

Was ever any thing so exquisitely refined, yet so

sweetly natural, as this stanza throughout ! Nothing

less than merits super-eminent, the irresistible en-

chantment of genius the most powerful, arrayed in

diction of chastened sweetness and polished elegance,

could make me foroive his flaoTant violation of truth

and national character, when he introduces ^^poor

Scotia's mountaineers'' as arming in the Provincial

cause. Glowing with the love of their native land,

and full of ancient, venerable, perhaps useful preju-

dices, they all to a man armed in the cause of Britain,

whether right or Avrong. If taking the other side

were a virtue, 'tis a virtue they have no claim to, and

will not thank Campbell for bestowing on them.

You are now tired of Campbell and liis Highland-

ers, and would rather hear of my proceedings and

intentions. That question seems to me evidently put

to rest ; and, in all probability, Edinburgh is destined

to be my future residence

I fear your kindness to the Corydon of your woods.
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and his pretty little Scotch partner^ has been a snare

to them in one sense. Such are the times and so

inadequate are the afFordings of a small income to

them^ or to the liberal heart of kind and guardless

youth;, that 'tis hardly safe for young warm-hearted

creatures to be indulged with a place where they can

receive and lodge their friends pleasantly. This is

not the sneer of frigid prudence, sitting unconcerned

upon its gathered heap, but the pang of sympathetic

feeling, awakened by sad remembrance. People of

inflexible unbending wisdom, in the cordial years of

life may be very good, but they cannot be very

amiable. It is for my poor feUow-sufferers, whose

worldly wisdom does not come till it enters through

the gate of experience, that I tremble. O this

woeful pecunia ! who is it that does not hold it too

loose or too fast ? This is the great error of life.

I hope Mary is now with you, and that you are

not disappointed in her
;
you will, at any rate, find

her void of pretension. I remain, my dear friend,

unalterably yours,

Anne Grant.
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Letter XCV.

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW.

My dear Mrs. Brown, '^^'^^^"S, 22d Sept. I809.

We returned home from Glasgow by the Kilsyth

road^ and found the scenery various and amusing^

and could not but admire the rapid change which the

canal is making on the face of the country. This

was formerly bleak and gloomy^ but now young

plantations^ beautiful seats^ and comfortable farms,

seem hourly rising on the banks of this channel of

utility^ which will soon be as well clad as those of a

Dutch canal^ with the superior advantage of an end-

less variety of rising grounds and opening vales ap-

pearing on each side.

Mrs. Dixon speaks with great praise of Mrs. W.,

who^ she says^ has been for more than a twelvemonth

past " the anxious watcher of the precarious health

and eccentric habits of her eldest son^ who^ among the

aberrations of genius^ which he decidedly possesses^ is

now bent on a wild expedition to Spain. 'Tis to be

hoped^ however^ his mother's orisons may prevail^ and

prevent his going beyond Portugal/' &c. &c. You
see what helpless beings we are^ and how little we

know what we ought to wish or j)ray for. The com-

bination of talent and vu'tues one should think the

highest aim we could form for our children ; and yet,

"^ without that science^ fairly worth the seven/' even

these are not available. Without breach of charity,

the observation of several years has convinced me

that when people forsake their early principles for these

new vague theories^ the naturally good and amiable
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may for a time resist their pernicious influence, but

in the end they are sure to produce something bad,

or at least very absurd. Sancho Panza was perfectly

right in blaming his master for desiring '^ finer bread

than is made of wheat."

Tell William Smith, 'tis a shame for him never to

have seen Stirling : he ought to come at the time of

our races, when Ave shall keep a bed and a candlestick

for him, though he is not in the least like a pro2:)het.

He must consider me as very considerate in endea-

vouring to provide for him this most unprophetical

amusement.

I
Last week I was asked to Miss Colquhoun's, to meet

' an English family— Leach by name, now on a tour

in Scotland. I went, and found them respectable,

\ quiet, and modest people from Devonslnre ; the father,

mother, son, and daughter composed the party ; the

I
daughter was young, little, clever, and decided. They

have been a fortnight at Luss, sailed about Loch-

Lomond, and moreover visited StaiFa and lona : they

go on leisurely, and look into cottages and cha-

racters.

Tell me how Mrs. M. is, and where the young

people are gathering the appropriate sweets of the

honeymoon. This lunar jDcriod of felicity is, I believe,

exhausted ; but though the moon is done, it does not

follow that the honey is done with it : I rather hope it

will drop hke manna in their path tln^ough this wilder-

ness, tiU they reach the land of promise. I mean no-

thing less than a compliment, and here is one come
unawares. I am, dear IMrs. Brown, your sincerely

attached friend,

Anne Geant.
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Letter XCVI.

TO MIvSS C. M. FANSHAWEj CAVENDISH SQUARE, LONDON,

Dear Madam, ^^^^^^^S' "'^ September, 1809.

I was so much amused and delighted with your

last letter that I was contriving how I could possibly

assert my claim to another without appearing trou-

blesome. Cares, however, —- those cares that I never

entirely submit to, yet can never entirely shake off,

—

came too fast on me to permit this indulgence.

After having sufficiently paused and pondered, I

have determined to remove to Edinburgh. Wliat-

ever way I had decided, the decision must have dis-

tressed me. To renounce my Anglo- Scottish friends,

and the advantages which my family might derive

from their kindness, is severe ;
yet I feel how much

more painful it would have been to leave all that 1

have so long; loved in Scotland

I hope you have read the Edinburgh Review of

Burns's additional volume, including the remarks on

his genius and character. The bard said, " I behevc

in the iron justice of Dr. Gregory, but I believe and

tremble." I, too, must believe in the iron iustice

which Jeffrey—for it is liis own criticism—does to the

character of Burns's mind and writino;s ; but I writhe

under the correction which a laudable severity inflicts

on a jargon of outrageously morbid sensibility, which

I was weak enough to be dazzled by while conscience

murmured disapprobation. There is much fine writ-

ing in that Revievf ; and if JeiFrey liad never written

VOL. I. R
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anything but that^ and the criticisms on Marmontel,

Moore, and Delphine, we should be tempted to say,

" His grave rebuke,

Severe in youthful beauty, added grace."

Jeffrey's morality is indeed of superior order ; and it is

here that one feels the value of his discriminative and

satiric powers, when sanctioned by their application.

I should like extremely to hear what you think of

this review. I am gratified by the opinion you have

formed of that wonderful being Burns, to whose me-

mory I am so much attached that I cannot, without

a pang, subscribe to the harsh truth that condemns

his systematic irregularity.

Have you seen the Quarterly Review yet ?

Walter Scott is said to be one pillar ; I forg;et who is

the other, but am told that, like the temple of

Dagon, it depends upon two. It is inferior in bril-

liancy and critical acumen to its antagonist ; but in the

contest between wit and truth—which one grieves

to see on different sides— it is easy to see where

the first advantage will lie, and as easy to foretell

what side will finally triumph. I do not much won-

der at the prejudice you in England have conceived

against Scotch metaphysics. Our metaphysicians

are not the votaries of pleasure, nor the partisans of

vice for its own sake ; they are miscliievoitsly orderly

and moral, abstemious and decent ; their whole end

is the love of power, and all their thoughts and
actions are devoted to the attainment of it. You
are sensible that I mean the empire of opinion,—in

which, in the long run, all other power is included.
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and before which^ in Its progress^ all other power

must bend.

Mary is at Dr. Hook's at Hertingfordbury^ charmed

with the transcendant beauties of that sweet place,

the feeling, intelligence, and sincerity of its inha-

bitants, and with the wit and science of the little

rising Athens in its vicinity,—I mean the East India

College. She, however, looks forward with pleasure

to her approaching return to the rugged land of her

nativity. Will you offer my good wishes to your

sisters ; I always indulge a hope that I shall at some

time see you or them in this country. I grieved,

when I was at Loch Catherine and the Trosachs last

summer, that you were so far distant^ knowing what

charms they must have for an imagination like yours.

Believe me, in the mean time, dear madam, your

attached and faithful servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter XCYIL

TO MRS. HOOK.

T.-. T T^ . 1 Stirling, 11th December, 1809.My dear 1 riend.

Your letter— that innocent victim of needless

precaution— did not outhve the perusal half an hour,

I wish that you, or that Wilkie, the Scottish Hogarth,

had seen the countenances of the family while it was

burning ; it appeared to them a prodigy, a portent,

and a profanation.

R 2
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Now you must not consider this as a letter ; it is

merely a vehicle to convey my congratulations to

Mrs. Hamilton on the birth of her son^ to whom I

sincerely wish all good things in one^— that he may

live to be a wise and honest man^ and of course a

blessing to his parents. One would think that some

powerful voice had said to your family^ " Bring forth

men children only ! " so much do the nobler sex pre-

dominate among you.

This has^ unfortunately^ been a very gay and social

winter in Stnhng. We have had strolling players,

and balls, and endless invitations from our neighbours

who are so sorry to part with us that they overwhelm

us with kindness. All this I call unfortunate^ for it

aggravates the reluctance that my younger people

feel at leaving Stirling : the thoughts of London they

could not endure, and Edinburgh is merely tolerated

from being at half a day's distance. Two things,

however, I like ; one, that they are so capable of

kindness and gratitude ; another, that they have not

the folly to expect that they are to be of the least

consequence in the capital. You cannot tliink what

ease of mind^— indeed, what pleasm'c I derive from

the consciousness of their delicacy of sentiment, and

rectitude, and the certainty that theh^ conduct and

manners will be the same in my absence as when I

am present.

I wonder you should suppose me so intolerant as

to censure the innocent gaiety, laudable from its mo-

tive, that animated the last fortnight of Mary's re-

sidence with you. Very few are more aUve to the

ludicrous than she is; all the most grotesque and
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fantastic shapes which the Proteus form of humour

can assume are to her deho;htfuL

To pursue your sunile of the bird^ there is one

beautiful kind wliich can only be caught in a snare

adorned with feathers like their own. Though you had

not the generous and tender motives which actually

instigate your endeavours to gain an ascendency over

the volatile though accomplished mind of Theodore

Hook^ worldly prudence should induce you to woo

into the paths of honoiu:able exertion and permanent

respectability the brother of yoiu' husband and uncle

of your children; and mere worldly wisdom would

point out to you the only means by which tliis could

be brought about. ^^ Sour advice with scrupulous

head'' would only produce the effect of driving him

for shelter into the enemy's camp ; no cords will

draw him but that "^ silken band of love " that poor

Burns tallvs of. I must now conclude with my love

to Dr. Hook and your own Ehza. Yours^ most affec-

tionately^

' Anne Grant.

E 3



246 MRS. grant's letters.

Letter XCVIII.

to lieut. duncan james grant, bombay.

Ti^r , T-^ Stirling, 1st January, 1810.My dear Duncan,

Both your sisters have written to you so amply

that they have really anticipated all my subjects.
:ii- He. H^ ^ ^ ^
•Jjr Tf' vff vF vF vi»

Now, my dear son^ my news are exhausted. Ad-

monition, I fear, will be vain at this time, unless you

have begun to take serious thoughts : if you have^ it

will be needless. I should not say that either ; for

we all have need to be daily reminded of that

duty in which we daily fail. Would that I could

write with the pen of an angel, to lead youi' thoughts

and hopes beyond the transient scene that now occupies

them ;—transient to us all, and more peculiarly to you^

who live in a bmTiing clime^ and follow a hazardous

profession. By your hopes to rejoin in fehcity the

blessed dead—by the tender remembrance that you

must have, at times, of the living earnest for your

welfare— and by that peace of mind and hope of

futurity, without which life is misery,— let me en-

treat you to think seriously of yourself as an im-

mortal and accountable being, bought with the pre-

cious blood of om^ Redeemer. I entreat you to read

the word of God ; to implore his mercy and forcrive-

ness for the past, and in time to come to quicken

your industry, preserve yom^ integrity, and give you
that peace and hope which the world can neither crive
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nor take away. So prays your most affectionate

mother^

Anne Grant.

Letter XCIX.

TO JOHN HATSELL, ESQ., LONDON.

Heriot Row, Edinburgh,

Dear Sir,
'^'^ ^^^''^^ '^''''

I arrived in Edinburgh ten days ago, and found

all tilings in far better order than I could have ex-

pected, and my house in the best possible regulation.

I find it an exceeding good and very pleasant one,

though so large that the furnishing of it was a pretty

serious affair : but just as I was lamenting how far it

had exceeded my calculations, I received another long

and interesting letter from my affectionate and most

intelligent friend at Boston, enclosing another hun-

dred-pound bill, in addition to the one sent last

year, wliich I think I told you of. In case I

omitted to do so, I must inform you that some ladies

at Boston, having got a copy of these Letters to

wliich you are so partial, printed them at their own
expense ; and they sent me last year an eloquent

and flattering letter to say that they took an af-

fectionate interest in my concerns, and were earnest

to know somewhat of my family history and present

situation ; to which I returned a simple and veritable

answer. In the first letter was enclosed a bill for a

hundred pounds, and soon after, I received a copy of

R 4



248 MRS. gp.ant's letters.

the work^ beautifully printed and bound. The re-

mittance was part of the profits resulting from the

sale of the work ; and I have now received^ through

the same channel^ the remaining result of that sale.

I have every reason to think my residence here will

be both pleasant and advantageous^ that is^ as far as

I wish to make it so. Were I to go on in the way

of taking under my tuition all that could pay me
well for so doing, I could soon, I am sure, fill a larger

house than this. But I see daily more reason to adhere

steadily to my first intention of restricting the num-

ber of my pupils to three or four ; and will not wear

out an enfeebled frame and exhausted mind with the

severe anxiety resulting from such a mode of life.

I have still Lady E. B., and an amiable young

lady to the last degree docile and artless, who is a

daughter of Sir Hedworth Williamson in the county

of Durham. I was induced to take this charge by
Miss Elizabeth Hamilton^, the well-known authoress

of Letters on Education, who is very much my
friend, and is in private hfe a most estimable woman,

of exemplary conduct and pleasant conversation,

and is much sought after in the society here. I live

in a part of Edinburgh called Heriot Row, opposite

Queen Street, a new range of buildings, with gardens

in front, and a view of the sea behind : nothino; can

be more airy and pleasant. Mr. Henry Mackenzie,

of the Exchequer, otherwise called the Man of

Feeling, is one of our nearest neighbours; and se-

veral others whom we know and esteem, live in the

same range of buildings. We have received many
visits and invitations since we arrived ; but, from the
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hurry of a new establishment, Ave have not yet re-

turned them, except in a single instance.

.Walter Scott and the formidable Jeffrey have both

called on me^ not by any means as a scribbling female,

but on account of linlvs formed by mutual friends.

You would tliink by tlieir appearance that the body of

each was formed to lodge the soul of the other. Having

met them both formerly, their appearance was not

anything new to me : but Jeffrey looks the poet all

over ;— the ardent eye, the nervous agitation, the

visibly quick perceptions, keep one's attention con-

stantly awake in expectation of flashes of the peculiar

intelligence of genius : nor is that expectation entirely

disappointed, for his conversation is in a high degree

fluent and animated. Walter Scott, again, has not a

gleam of poetic fire visible in his countenance, which

merely suggests the idea of plain good sense : his con-

ceptions do not strike you as by any means so rapid

or so brilliant as those of his critic; yet there is

much amusement and variety in his good-humoured,

easy, and unaffected conversation.

I am sure, dear sir, you will be happy to hear of

the unlooked-for prosperity that has dawned on my
hitherto unfortunate son. He has been appointed

Commissary and Paymaster to the expedition which

took the Isle of Bourbon, with a liberal salary besides

his army pay. I wish you would tell me whether

there is any likelihood of our taking or keeping the

Mauritius : in that case I should hope he might remain

there. I should be delighted to have him so much

nearer, in a milder climate. I am, dear sir, with

warm and respectful attachment, very much yours,

Anne Grant

rN.
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Letter C.

TO LIEUT. DUNCAN JAMES GRANT, BOMBAY.

My dear Duncan,
^•^^"''"'•^'' ^'* ^^'''' '''''

I give you joy of your preferment^ and hope you

will receive it with humility^ bear it with moderation^

and look both backward to the past and forward to

the future^ to balance your mind for bearing it as you

ought.

About two months since I received a letter from

Mr. Charles Grant of the India House^ enclosing a

transcript of one from Governor Duncan to this

effect :
'' I have provided for your recommendee^ Mr.

Grants by appointing him Paymaster and Commissary

to the expedition now embarking for the Mauritius,

with a salary of five hundred rupees a month besides

his army pay." It would be tedious to eniunerate all

who wrote to then" friends in India on your account

;

but it is Mr. Grant alone who has been the instrument

of doing you this great service.

I am most thankful indeed for the unlooked-for

door leading to wealth and prosperity which Pro-

vidence has opened to you ; yet it awakes much fear

and trembling in my mind when I think what a

dreadful snare sudden wealth is to a young mind,

unless balanced by good principle and directed by
good feehng. All things are ordered for some good
purpose ;

yet, as far as I can see, I should rather the

steps of your success had been more gradual. That
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God who has brought you from deep adversity into this

sudden glare of sunshine is able to save you from the

unseen snares of prosperity. But He is only to be

found of those that seek Him ; and if you forget Him
you cannot expect that He should remember you

:

and never did you so urgently require the divine

protection as now. It is not enough for me^ my
dear son^ that you should be rich

; you must also be

estimable and respectable. There is no saying what

you yet may be,— setting out so early in so fair a

career, and having such influential friends wiUing to

assist you, and so many prayers put up for your

welfare,— if you have but the just and noble ambition

of gaining the respect and esteem of good men, and

making yourself worthy of public confidence and

private affection. By all that is dear in the tender

attachment of which you have so long been the

object ; by all that is sacred in the remembrance of

your excellent father's virtues— by his fair example

and hallowed grave ; by the memory of your departed

sisters now rejoicing in the Redeemer in whom they

trusted ; by the fond love and daily prayers of which

you are the object to those that survive ; and, above

all, by your hopes of happiness in that state of exist-

ence towards which we all rapidly hasten, let me

adjure you to implore the divine assistance to shield

you from dangers greater than any you have yet

encountered— the dangers of early prosperity, from

the voluptuous and luxurious habits too common to

the chmate you inhabit, from that love of gain which

hardens and contracts the heart, and from that pro-

fusion which squanders unworthily what might do
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honour to the owner and good to all within the

sphere of his influence

Your cousin Peter Stuart has been sent out to

Malta as partner and manager of a mercantile house

there. Most unfortunately he was taken by a French

privateer on leaving Gibraltar : however the captain

Avas very civile and your cousin went round the

Greek Islands^ was at length sent to Tunis to be ex-

changed by our Consul^— lived two months in Africa,

was exchanged^ traversed Sicily, and finally was

comfortably established in Malta; from whence he

wrote me a letter of twenty pages, expressive of his

nephew-like duty and descriptive of his Ulysses-like

travels. An excellent letter it was— I question if

Ulysses ever wrote so good a one. God bless and

preserve you, prays your affectionate mother,

Anis^e Grant.

Letter CI.

TO Miss CATHERINE M. FANSHAWE, CA^T:NDISH SQUARE, .

LONDON.

Dear Madam, Edinburgh, 15th AprU, 1810.

We have now been established here for upwards

of a month, and find the society very agreeable. It

is odd that some of the most attached friends I have in

Edinburgh should be English people. Mrs. Fletcher,

a Yorkshire lady, possessed of beauty and talents,

claims the first place. She was married when very
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young to a lawyer in town^ a man of plain but

genuine worthy whose mind she fell in love with,

having a great aspiration after knowledge, and having

seen few men before but mere fox-hunters and

common-place people. She is a very uncommon
person, and one that I am certain you would admire.

Her beauty is of a kind peculiar to herself: you have

not seen such an ardent, soul-illumined countenance

;

you think of a Roman matron, a Cornelia, an Arria,

or a Portia. There is so much energy about her, she

is so entirely engrossed by benevolent exertions for

her fellow-creatures and the pure enjoyments of

intellect, that she thinks less about herself than any

one I know; and though she has been, for her

personal graces, and the charms of her enlightened,

animated, and unaffected conversation, the admiration

of all Edinburgh for years past, she is not in the least

degree spoiled by the general attention. I never

knew one of more ardent benevolence, or one who

loves virtue more. I do not discuss politics with

Mrs. F., for I know it v/ouid be to no purpose ; but I

am honest enough to say, '^ Such are not my prin-

ciples ;" and she is candid enough to allow for my
errors of opinion.

One of oiu^ nearest neighbours is Mr. Henry

Mackenzie. You have probably seen him as the

Lounger : some call him the Scottish Addison, but

that is too liigh praise; for, though he has much

delicacy of dehneation in moral painting, he totally

wants humour or v/it, or whatever you call that gay

and playful faculty that assumes so many shapes to
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dazzle or to please^ and pleases most when it pretends

least : and this is the salt^ the incorruptible principle^

without which a periodical work can never live long.

This may be the reason why^ notwithstanding the

refined sentiments and elegance of expression which

distinguish it^ one never takes up the Lounger but

when one feels inclined to lounge. But to return

:

Mr. Mackenzie is married to an excellent woman^ in

abilities at least his equals though the cares of a large

family have always kept her in the shade of privacy.

Their sons and daughters are accomplished and in-

formed young people ; and their house is the resort of

the best society in one sense^ that is^ people of

fashion with cultivated minds. Lord Webb Seymour,

Lady Carnegie, Lady Minto, and others equally

distinguished, I have met with there.

We have all here for some days past talked of

nothing but an expedition to Iceland, undertaken by

a scientific Highland baronet, Sir George Mackenzie

of Coull, and two accomplished English students.

They are to improve, and, for ought I know, poHsh

the Icelanders, to pierce the very midriff of Hecla,

and to bring home unheard-of quantities of sulphur

and crystals. They are to be absent till September,

and may then be talked of again ; but at present their

fame is glimmering in the socket, for, to-morrow,

Walter Scott's Lady of the Lake comes forth in

all the charms of novelty, and nothing else wiU be

spoken of.

I somehow imagine I shall yet see you in Scotland;

and how very glad we shall all be ! Isabella has held
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out the winter very well. Convey my best respects

to your sisters^ and believe me^ dear madam^ yours^

most faithfully^

Anne Grant.

Letter CII.

TO MRS. HOOK.

My dear Friend,
Edinburgh, 23d April, isio.

How shall I sufficiently thank you for your

most aifectionate letter ! The fact of your writing it

in that state of fatigue contains a volume of love. I

have often thought of it as a strange thing that you

and I, besides liking and esteeming, should suit each

other so entirely, considering all the differences of

age, habit, and time of life : I think it shows that the

original bias towards the same opinions and ways of

thinking must have been very strong to conquer

all this. But the buds of our friendship were wa-

tered with tears : it is a kind of monument sacred

to the memory of her who is now, I trust, a saint in

heaven

Of the kindness and attention I receive from many
estimable and distinguished persons here, I cannot

say enough. Were this to continue, however, it

would be very inconvenient; it would, in the first

place, interfere with my domestic arrangements, and,

what is as bad, prevent my paying the proper

attention to old and worthy friends, who have equal,

perhaps superior worth, with less fashion and eclat.
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This win subside of itself. Curiosity is the motive of

some^ and new-fangled kindness^ which soon evapor-

ates when there is neither consequence nor advantage

to be derived from its object, influences others: all

these will soon blow off, and those best worth keeping

will only remain. I foresee, though, that here I shall

be like the hare with many friends ; those endearing

intimacies,* which have been to me the cordial of life,

I must not look to have; for here, society is so

diffused that its spirit is diluted ; and people live at

such distances, and are so perplexed with engagements,

that the essence of this rich cordial evaporates.

Conversation in this Northern Athens is easy,

animated, and indeed full of spirit and intelligence.

Yet, though the feast of reason abounds, there is not

so much of the flow of soul : this, like the gum on

trees, is produced by genial warmth,— that warmth

which glows only in the limited circle of social in-

timacy ;
— there are syllogisms and epigrams, and

now and then pointed and brilliant sentences, and

observations and reflections both acute and profound,

but neither the heart nor ima.o;ination are much con-

cernecl. In those enliglitened circles there is much in-

telligence, and a degree of metaphysical subtilty in

argument and disquisition, hut little playfulness and

less heart. People are too well bred, too well in-

formed, and too well amused by the passing scene, to

seek those resources in their imaginations, or to be

hurried by those feelings which occupy and dehght

the simple children of nature. By simphcity I do

not mean ignorance, but being unspotted by the

world. At the same time, I am greatly amused by
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these parties^ and find them incomparably superior to

the dull unvaried gossip of a country town ; for here

there is no detraction^ and little personality.

You remember^ at least I think I told you of the

last most ingenious and really admirable letter I had

from my American friend^ Miss L.^, who^ I fear, is

not long to be lent to her friends, or to the society

which has so much need of her example. I shall

here copy a few sentences of her last letter, which

you would feel, as I do, if you knew as much of

her :— '' Perhaps the vicissitudes of life may, at a

future period, lead some of your family to this part

of the world: in such a case they would not find

themselves in a land of strangers ; many hands would

be stretched out to welcome them, and many hearts

would offer them a friendly greeting. But the hand

and heart of one who would do it most Avarmly will

ere then be cold : complaints of the lungs, slow often

in their progress, but ever fatal in their termination,

will, I know, ere long remove me from this world of

shadows to one of bright realities. This hope is

founded, not on presumptuous self-dependence, but

on the mercies of a gracious G od, and the merits of a

compassionate Saviour. Once more, perhaps, I may
hear from you in this world : in another we are not

forbidden to hope that what has been commenced on

earth may be perfected. Engaged in the same sub-

lime service, we may learn to know and love each

other : for may not a portion of heavenly felicity con-

sist in finding new springs of knowledge, and new

objects of affection? But should my intercourse with

you soon terminate, there are others who shall long

VOL. 1. S
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cherish your remembrance^ and who are worthy of

yom- friendship." Thus far this angel mind, which

seems already on the wing to a more congenial region.*

Dear and beloved friend, what can I add that you

could read with interest after this ? I can only add

my affectionate wishes to Dr. Hook, of whom we all

think with warm esteem, and that I am ever yours,

most tenderly,

Ajstne Grant.

Letter CHI.

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW.

My dear Mrs. Brown,
^*^"''"^^'^' '''' ^'^y' ''''''

No one could have persuaded me that I could

have been so long without writing to you ; but really

my mind has not been quiet enough for some time

past to make such an effort.

With all the cares and anxieties which belong to a

new abode, a new arrangement of every kind, and a

new and very numerous acquaintance, I have had

quite a novel part to act from morning till night.

This part I was going to give you some faint idea of,

when I was prevented by some of the dramatis

persons I was about to describe. Then Simday came

to interrupt, when after attending the High Chm^ch

as usual, I went, in the afternoon, to St. George's

Chapel, with many other curious people, to see and

* Miss L. died in the following year.



MES. GRANT S LETTERS. 259

hear the amiable^ poetical, sabbatical, and once anti-

prelatical, James Grahame, reading the Litany in a

surplice, fearless alike of the ghosts of John Knox
and Jenny Geddes, but rather apprehensive, I should

suppose, of the keen inspection of his brother ad-

vocates and writers— not to mention the reviewers,

and many others, Avho, like Sir John, had forgot

what the inside of a church was made of till sum-

moned to it to sit in judgment on their late associate.

But you do not know, perhaps, that this late acqui-

sition of the church has left his Somerset curacy, and

is applying for the vacancy in this said chapel, which

is destined to be the prize of merit. I wonder that

he would not rather be anywhere than here ; not but

he is beloved and esteemed by those who know him,

as a person of so much worth and gentle and primitive

manners must needs be : but to have both the bar and

the kirk, which he has, as is thought by many, ca-

priciously forsaken, staring him every day in the face,

cannot be pleasant. But to the sermon : it was just

what one might call a very amiable discourse, de-

hvered with grace and simplicity, and affording no

wide field for applause or censure. The text was not

well chosen for such a critical audience, with whom
declamation would have been safer ground than

argument. It was the address of oiu' Saviour to

Thomas,— '' Blessed are they who, having not seen,

believe/' Much deep divinity and sound argument

might be suggested by this comprehensive text. The

fair part of the audience seemed much pleased : I have

not yet heard the opinion of those who think that

s 2
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they are the people^ and that wisdom shall die with

them.

You have not perhaps seen^ as yet^ the Lady of

the Lake. What a fortunate minstrel is Walter

Scot\ to exhaust all the picturesque effects which lie

within the province of the Gothic Muse^ and then to

be the happy discoverer of so rich a mine of poetic

jiiaterial as is found in the wildly beautiful scenery of

I

the Highlands^ and the romantic character of its in-

\ habitants. Never was the harp of the North more

/ 1 exquisitely touched ; and safely may he return it to

' the witch elm of St. Fillan's well, without danger of

any presumptuous hand attempting to rival his un-

\ equalled melody.— I know not whether I told you

\ that this fortunate minstrel has presented me with

a copy of the new edition of the Border Ballads.

I

My love to your dear sister's family. I have heard

nothing of you all for a long time; pray do write

soon to yoiu' aifectionate friend,

Anne Grant.

Letter CIV.

TO MRS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

My dear Friend, Edinburgh, 5th June, 1810.

I delayed writing in the hope of being able to
procure for your son Walter, what Burns calls the
" stall edition " of a poetical hij-tory, by one Harvey,
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of that true patriot and hero, Sir William Wallace,

and which cannot be procured in the shops.

I continue to like Edinburgh very well ; nothing

can exceed the kindness we meet with from all man-
ner of people : but the number of our acquaintance

—

with many of whom there is a prudential necessity

for keeping terms— now becomes rather incon-

yenient. Do you know, notwithstanding my wrath

for liis manifold Hterary offences, I think I shall be

forced to like the Arch Critic "^^

liimself. He is, what

indeed I knew before, the most affectionate relation

possible, and truly good natured in society, though so

petulant on paper. He somethnes calls on me, and,

being in the same circle, I meet him wherever I go.

He has a brother lately come from America, a

widower, like liimself, and they reside together. The

two brothers have lately removed to a new house in

George's Street : I was asked, with Mary, to the first

dinner they gave there;— it was by no means a hte-

rary, or what Mrs. A. would call an intellectual one

;

all was ease and good humour, without discussions or

debates of any kind ; indeed, the party were rather

friends and relations than savans. I might except

perhaps a little discussion on the Lady of the

Lake, for which I augur a very favoiuable review.

I hope you are all as much pleased with it as we are.

There are some sturdy critics here, however, who

deny Walter Scott the merit of being a poet at all,

and call all that d^elights us iino;le and ]aro;on. The

public at large is an excellent judge of poetic merit

;

* Mr. (now Lord) Jeffrey, then editor of the Edinburgh Review.

S 3
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some very fine things^ indeed^ are too much refined

for its great wide ear : but when it is much and long

pleased^ there must be excellence^ and all that remains

for the critic is to trace that pleasure to its source^

and discriminate the lights and shades that needs

must exist in whatever is human.

Our friend Mrs. Rucker is with Mrs. Dixon at

Fellfoot : they are to set out for Scotland in a few

weeks^ and expect me to go to Loch Catherine with

them. This I shall the more readily do^ as I have a

very worthy friend who Hves with her daughter on

Loch Achray in that neighbourhood. God bless you^

my dear friend : these letters are the only proofs in

my jDower to give of my unchanging affection^ wliich

I well know you amply return to your own
Anne Geant.

Lettee CV.

TO MKS. HOOK, OLDBURY COUKT, NEAR BRISTOL.

Edinburgh, 16th July, 1810.

No^ my dear friend, the inteUigence of your
flight to Devonsliire, and more particularly of the

delicate state of health which occasioned it, was not
entirely new to me. The niglit before Mrs. Apreece
set out on her Highland tour she called on me and
.told me of it. I dined ^iWaltei^^^^ with her the

day before, when she startled me within kind "of hint
on the subject, which she afterwards explained. I
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endeavour to reconcile my mind to this increased

distance and the painful cause of it^ by thinking of

the undisturbed leisure which will be to you a kind

of new existence^ and will enable you to devote one

sabbatical year to quiet and seclusion. I would re-

commend you in the mean time to cultivate no inti-

macy but with the nereids of Devonshire^ and your

books^— I might add yourselves; for how little do

we know ourselves while involved in the whirl of the

world

!

I must now congratulate myself^ and all that to me
pertain^ on the prospect of seeing once more the be-

loved and revered countenance of your dear father ^,

and of folding to our hearts that sweet Eliza^ to

whom we are so fondly attached. We must make

her known to her counterparty Lady Mackenzie of

Coull^ whom we are every hour comparing to her.

Lady M.'s sweetly artless manners^ her total free-

dom from every kind of vanity or egotism^ and the

unsophisticated melody of her voice when she warbles

our native strains^ cherish tliis beloved remembrance.

You can't think how many will rejoice over your

dear father: I will bring Dr. Thomson to him, who

is so much his honourable encomiast. My joy on

this occasion is busthng and tumultuous^ I have so

many projects for their amusement : I am like Mac-

beth's witch, crying, " I'll do, I'll do, I'U do." I

think that seeing them is just like seeing yom'self

;

and you, I know, will think it just like seeing me,

I am at present much engrossed with Mrs. Rucker

* Sir Walter Farquhar, Bart,

S 4
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and Mrs. Dixon^ who are on tours with their mates.

Mrs. Rucker I like very much: if one had leisure

and vacant suace for new loves. I could love her,—
so pure is her mind, and so sacred does she keep it

from the pollution of prosperity. When I prefer

you to so many others, I feel it is not entirely that I

think you worthiest; that, in all respects, you are

not, though I hold you high in the scale of human

excellence : but I feel a selfish delight in a beino; who

comprehends and who shares all my feelings, and

whose heart I can, as it were, hold in my hand and

look into.

Describe minutely to me your Devonshire retreat,

of which I am constantly drawing pictures. Dearest

friend, show your love to me by taking my advice ;

—

sit composedly down in your quiet myrtle-shaded

cottage— for such I will suppose it—and say to yom'-

self, I shall walk, bathe, work, and read, at such and

such hom^s, and for so long a time. Surrounded by

friends you would find this impossible ; but tliis allot-

ment of time will greatly shorten your absence from

your beautiful home. I also do, by this edict, ordain

that while you shall be bathing, reading, or teaching

Georgina her Hornbook, He shall dig up his buried

talent, and make unto himself the likeness of things

above the earth. Tell Dr. Hook that a young artist

has drawn my portrait in oil-colours, so like, that

people wonder it does not speak. God bless and

preserve you, prays yours always,

Anne Grant.
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Letter CVI.

TO ALEX. TOD, ESQ., LONDON.

My dear Sir,
Edinburgh, 28th July, 1810.

You must not think I can for an instant neglect

any letter of yours^ or leave any of your wishes un-

gratified which it is in my power to fulfil. Your

last letter^ in particular^ I should have delighted to

answer punctually^ that mine mighty as a last testi-

mony— on tliis side the sea— of gratitude and good

will, overtake you before you leave England. But

it so happened that your letter was carried north

to Gordon Castle^ and in due time returned to me

;

and I have now seized the first leisure moment to tell

you how I have been occupied for some time past. I

have been for more than a fortnight^ as one may say^

idly busy^ in consequence of a visit which some En-

ghsh friends paid to tliis fair city^ now the cynosure

of attraction to all manner of tourists. These were

Mrs. Dixon, from the Windermere Lake in West-

moreland^ whose worth and singular accomplishments

you must have heard me talk of^ and Mrs. Rucker^

whom you have^ I suppose^ also heard of^ from the

circumstance of my daughter Mary staying last year

at their house at Westhill^ near London. These good

ladies—who are such in every sense of the word—
were accompanied by their husbands^ and intend to

remain in Scotland till shortening days and broken

weather summon them home.

I made rather a stretch for the entertainment of

these estimable strangers^ to whom I owed a great
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deal of every sort of kindness, and gave two evening

parties on the occasion : one to the Lord of the Lake,

otherwise Walter Scott, and his good little French

Wife, and about naif a dozen more gilted persons,

such as I knew my friends would gladly meet.

JSTothing could delight them equally with meeting

such characters, of whom they had heard so much,

and whose easy and natiiral manners pleased them as

much as their works of insph^ation. The other was

to the Arch Critic, the Mackenzies (the Man of

Feeling, and family), and several other distinguished

persons of that class whom strangers most wish to

meet. Nothing could be more gratifying to my
guests : they are in raptures with Scotland, and have

now set out on a tour which will comprehend StaiFa,

Inverary, and the Caledonian Canal, and end in

coming round by Aberdeen.

I was rather sm^prised the other day by a call, suc-

ceeded by an invitation to dinner, from Sir John and

Lady Sinclair. This puzzled me not a little ; but

the mystery explained itself, for there I met Lord

and Lady Somers, returned from that Highland tour

which it seems now indispensable for every one to

make. They are intimately known to my friend Miss

Fanshawe, which at once accounted for my being put

in requisition. The baronet, who is a handsome and

well-bred man, appears to much advantage at home,

where he does not talk much on any of his favourite

topics. It is really interesting to see so young-look-

ing a patriarch ; liis twelve childi^en, six sons and six

daughters, some of them handsome and all comely

and healthy looking, came during the day into the
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room ; six of tliem indeed sat at table. The poetical

Sir Brooke Boothby was there, sat next to me, and

was extremely entertaining.

We shall be impatient to hear of you from Por-

tugal, and ever most warmly interested in your wel-

fare. I am, dear sir, with gratitude and esteem,

much yours,

Anne Grant.

Letter CVIL

MISS CATHERINE MARIA FANSHAWE, SHABDEN, SURREY.

My dear Madam, ^*"^^"^' '^'^ September, isio.

I have come here by particular desire to meet

some English friends, and accompany them to these

same Trosachs, where all the world are going to dis-

turb the wood-nymphs and emulate Walter Scott. I

doubt not they think, if they do but see Loch Cathe-

rine they will meet Helen Douglas and the Knight

of Snowdon, or catch at least a spark of the inspiration

that waked the harp of Allan-Bane. I have seen

the Trosachs before, and thought them all that Walter

Scott describes
;

yet, till now, they produced less of

the local interest which pervades all Highland scenery

than any other district I know. And why ? because

they were uncelebrated and unsung ; and almost every

mountain glen and every moor that I ever saw or

heard of besides is connected with some strain of native

poetry, some note of wild music, or some antique

legend, that give a local habitation and a name to
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those forms which float on the memory, or fleet

through the Imascination. When I went first to the

Highlands, and, from not knowing the language or

the people, eould not taste the charms of their poetry,

the sentiments of their music, or the delights of man-

ners more courteous and conversation more intelli-

gent than are anywhere else to be met with among

rustics,—when first, I say, I Avandered, untaught and

forlorn, amid the desolation of brown heaths and

dusky mountains, I was at times charmed with par-

ticular scenes, but the general effect was as much

lost on me as it is on these tourists : I was Uke the

ignorant maid who tried her master's viohn all over,

and could never find where the tune lay. Every one

bred in the Highlands is nurtured in the very bosom

of national poetry, and fed with music and legendary

lore from their infancy. This gives language to the

mountain echoes— forms to the morning mists, and

casts a rich and Mowino; colourins; over the heaths

and frownino' mountains that wear to the traveller

the aspect of desolation. These are the ties, power-

^ ful though invisible, that bind us with such close

adhesion to " Caledonia, stern and wild;'' and this is

the talisman tliat draws us, with such powerful at-

\
traction, to return from happier lands to meet our

J native Muses in their wonted haunts. How much
I do we owe to Burns and to Walter Scott for re-

viving this taste— for calling back the Caledonian

Muse to her ancient haunts, and oivino; new interest

to scenes dreary and forlorn if the lio;ht of sono- were

once extinguished.

Excuse this desultory letter, which I am now about
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to finisli in the inn at Callander, and which you

must consider as a proof of unwearied assiduity and

perseverance. This is a very pretty higliland village,

near Loch Catherine, where people put up when they

go there. Five hundred chaises have been here this

summer: it has been the annus mirahilis of romance,

at which I greatly rejoice, as a triumph over the

combined powers of calculation and metaphysics,

which have united their forces to extinguish fancy

and freeze affection. The inn is crowded, and I have

risen early to finish quietly this rambling letter ; for

.this is our admiring day^ when Mrs. Dixon is to take

many sketches, which, in my abundant ignorance, I

tliink cannot succeed ; for Loch Catherine is a kind

of panorama, and cannot be properly represented in

any other form.

Tell your sisters I am gratified by their remem-

brance, and desire to return their good wishes with

ample interest ; and am always, with sincere regard,

dear madam, your faithful, attached servant,

Anne Grant.
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Letter CVIIL

MISS C. M. FA:^^SHAWE, CAVENDISH SQUARE, LONDON.

Ik IT 1 -Ti/r T Edinburgh, 6th October, 1810.My dear Madam, ^

I was charmed with your remarks on the Lady

of the Lake, which, in small compass, comprehend

more characteristic touches than all the many I have

seen. I told^M^** Jeffrey of your critique, and he

begged me to read it to him^ that he might *^^ steal

some hints," as he expressed it. I raUied him on his

humility, and thought no more of it ; he came, how-

ever, afterwards, and renewed liis request. While I

was reading it, I saw by the sparkle of his eyes how

much he was pleased and surprised. He expressed

much wonder, not only at the criticism, but at not

having met with you, and solicited an introduction

when he should go to London : I thought you might

have some curiosity to gratify in seeing this formid-

able scourge of literature ; and I was the readier to

grant his request, as I rather wondered at his making

it. He is in many respects very unlike what you

would imagine him ; not the least ambitious of new

or distinguished acquaintances, nor by any means fond

of large parties or the show and bustle of hfe. I know
no one of more domestic habits, nor any one to whom
all the charities of home and kindred seem more en-

deared. If the world were not full of inconsistency, I

would say it was almost impossible to reconcile the

asperity of his criticisms with the general kindness of

his disposition. I do not promise that you will, on

meeting, find him greatly calculated to please in con-
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versatlon : the fertility of his mind^ the rapidity of his

expression, and the fire of his countenance, altogether

give an air of ungraceful impetuosity to his conversa-

tion. This, while it overpowers the feeble by its

strength, and, as it were, tires the eye by the

quick succession of its coruscations, is nevertheless
j

brilliant, vigorous, and profound. He is lavish of C

thought, and gives a guinea where a sixpence might
i

do as well ; but then he has no change, and pays all

in gold.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Thornton and their daughter

came here lately on a visit to the Countess of Leven,

who is Mr. Thornton's sister. I had a letter on their

account from their friend and mine, Mr. Charles

Grant. I was very much pleased with them indeed

:

there is a substantial reality in their character, wliich

one does not meet with in the people of the world,—
I mean the slaves of it, as most people truly are,—
they think so justly, and act so consequentially. I

always look up to people of this sort as examples of

heroic fortitude : they appear to me hke a rock main-

taining its place unmoved in the midst of a cla-

morous torrent which sweeps away every thing

moveable, and assails it with vain and restless agi-

tation. I wish you knew Mr. Charles Grant's fa-

mily whom the world brands as Methodists,— a good

convenient appellation for every one who does not

swun with its current. I speak of the younger

branches of that pious and amiable family, in whom
one sees a soft reflection of the virtues of their pa-

rents, heightened by the graces of youth, the poHsh of

education, and the embellishments that a pecuhar
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relish for literature, for music, and for all that is

pleasing and elegant in science, adds to a degree of

native genius

I must not omit to tell you how much I was

pleased with Mr. Swinburne's exertions for my fa-

vourite Bowness^ and what comfort I derive from

the thought of her being more than comfortable with

you and yours^ being doubly gratified by seeing your

venerable parent safe in such attendance^ and doing

good to a creature so excellent. Have the goodness

to offer my compliments to your sisters^ and believe

me^ dear madam^ very faitlifuUy yoiu-s^

Letter CIX.

TO IVIRS. HOOK, ILFKACOMBE5 DEVOXSHIKE.

My dear Friend,
Edinburgh, 24th October. 1810.

I rejoice to find you likely to relish yom* present

abode. My greatest concern is for pursuits to engage

Dr. Hook, and my great anchor of hope for him is

the magic of his pencil. He shoidd be punished, if,

at this time of complete leism-e, he allows that en-

chanting talent to be idle; that, and music, and

Georgina may well fill up all the leisure hours that

remain from reading, writing, and walking. I am
sure I think ten times of him for once that he does

of me. You, I know, as the children say in their
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first h5anii, will, ^^like the little busy bee, improve

each shining hour." This perpetual resource and ver-

satihty is an advantage we have over the lordly rulers

of creation, many of whom, like whales, are apt to be

stranded unless they have the wide perturbed ocean

to tumble in. If you were set down at Ilfracombe, and

told that you must remain there always, you would

feel it a hardsliip ; but when the prospect of return

to your own home is every day nearer, and when so

much glad tidings come from all quarters to cheer

your Patmos, I am sure you will not consider it an

exile. This brings me to congratulate you and my-

self on your brother's ^ appointment as Governor of

Mauritius, which is certainly the best thing that

could happen for my son, and which delights me be-

yond what you are aware of. I am reasonably and

naturally pleased with the degree of protection and

even preferment which may be thus hoped for ; but

my supreme delight is to think that you, dear soul,

who absolutely languish for an opportunity to do me

good, should have the fervour of your friendly zeal

thus speedily and amply gratified when you least

thought of it. I can scarcely think the circum-

stances that threw my son under the auspices of your

brother altogether fortuitous : there is a tide surely in

the affairs of men, and at present it sets prosperously

for my young soldier.

Among other glad tidings you send me, I am highly

pleased with Theodore Hook's intention of entering

the Temple. He is not too old for it, and has certainly

* The late Sir Robert Farquhar, Bart.

VOL. I. T
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sense enough to know^ and spirit enough to feel^ how

precarious and disreputable it would be to spend one's

whole life in a manner which^ however it might

amuse the butterfly spirit of youth^ made so little

provision of any kind for rij^er years. It would be

mortifying to see one that has so many better things

than wit and gaiety about him shuffled into the mob
of people^ whose amusive talents make them first ap-

plauded and next endured^ when people see that is

all they have. I think that the fate of Monk Lewis

may serve as a warning to wits by profession. Sj)irits

will not always flow ; and Pope has finely described

the '' many miserable nights of those who must needs

aflfect them when they have them not." Half the in-

genuity that Theodore wastes to amuse people who
are not worth liis pains would make him eminent in

a profession. I always think of him with much kind-

ness^ and rejoice not a little to hear of his being

likely to cast anchor.

You cannot think how fiercely the popular indig-

nation burns against Lord and Lady ^ for con-

taminating our Highland glens— the seat of pure

unviolated conjugal faith— with their residence of six

weeks in order to obtain a divorce. The compassion

I have for the children of such parents is not to be

told. What do they deserve who leave their cliildren

no other alternative but to despise their parents^ or to

think with indulgence of such faults^ and so lose all

delicacy of feehng and purity of mind ? I very much
admire the impatient exclamation of the patient Grizel

of our old ballad, who, seeing that she was to be
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divorced, and her children left to neglect or ill ex-

ample, said, in the bitterness of her heart,

—

" I wish my daughters were seven hares,

Running along yon lilly lea,

And I mysell a gude greyhound,
To worry them and make them dee."

I love to trace the genuine workings of nature in the

songs of the " Ancientry.'' Manners may be out-

wardly refined and inwardly depraved, and may
change as much as they do ; but the heart, when per-

mitted to speak, says the same thing in all languages

and in all ages.

We mourn over your nervous headache. How
well am I acquainted with that miserable headache of

over-exertion, that makes one feel as if dying ! Re-

ceive the benedictions of this whole family. Adieu,

dearest friend : you know me, ever most faithfully and

gratefully, yours,

Anne Gkant.

Letter CX.

TO MRS. RUCKER^ MELROSE HAXL, PUTNEY.

-p^ ^-P -J

Edinburgh, 25th November, 1810.
jL/ear jyxaciam.

It was only last night that I heard of the deep

affliction which has embittered your return to your

once happy home. This last, when you have paid the

tribute to nature and to departed excellence, and in-

dulged for a time those feelings wiiich we cannot or

T 2
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ought not entirely to conquer, will again, I trust, be

the abode of as much rational felicity as is compatible

with the state of trial to which we are all called. To

a heart so affectionate as yours the separation from

an amiable saint endeared by sufferings, who added to

the maternal character that of a tender friend, a pleas-

ing companion, and a happy model for imitation, must

be very woxmding. But you have still very much to

be thankful for : strange as it may seem to the

worldly and vain, the deep sorrow, wliich I know you

feel on this occasion, is of itself a som^ce of thankful-

ness. To the pious example of that excellent parent,

and to the deep impression that her meek and re-

signed composure of mind has made upon yom- habits

and feehngs, you most i3robably owe that your heart

is not hardened by prosperity, nor yom- mind inflated

by vanity, so as to centre too much in self to admit of

your feehng the void made in yom- affections by this

privation.

It is the duty of every one whose hopes and aspir-

ations point to a better hfe and a higher communion

of souls in futurity, to struggle with and subdue the

excess of any feehng that argues a want of resig-

nation to that Divine will by which all things are

ordered wisely and well : but tliis is a conquest over

ourselves, and the mind is strengthened by the combat.

Our grief is undoubtedly the more tender, and per-

haps the more lasting, for having many \drtues and
much endearment to tliink over; yet surely it is a

sorrow devoid of bitterness compared to that which
oppresses the soul with a shuddering uncertainty

regarding the state of the departed. Lookino; after
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those whom we have with undoubting hope resigned

to a blessed immortality^ not only weans us from this

transient and precarious state^ but gives us, as it

were, clearer views and stronger aspirations after a

better.

You arc so singularly happy in your dearest and

tenderest connexion, you have so many duties—
kind and pleasing duties— to fulfil, and the cmTcnt

of yom' affections is divided into so many channels,

that one can never suppose you sitting down to in-

dulge indolent and sohtary sorrow. Thinking on

all the good you are empowered to do, and doing it

with your wonted alacrity and diligence, will be your

best refuge from painful recollections,— from those

recollections which time will meliorate into a sweet

pensiveness which may be indulged with safety. It

would be very superfluous to add an argument which

your own good sense and piety must have suggested

to you, of the selfishness of wishing that a person so

long and painfully prepared for immortahty should

continue in a state of suffering in order to add to

your enjoyment.

I hope soon to hear that you are composed, and

that the suddenness of this painful event has produced

no bad effect on your health. With affectionate re-

gards to worthy Mr. Rucker, I am, dear madam,

yours, with much regard and esteem,

Anne Grant.

T 3
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Lettee CXI.

TO MRS. BROWN, GLASGOW.

Ti -r 1 it/r T> Edinburgh, 25th January, 1811,
My dear Mrs. iirown,

I lose no time in telling you how glad I am to

hear of you^ and to know, by added experience, how

good and kind you are in thinking of, and acting for

me. How hapj)y for a poor mortal like me, tossed

from one exigency to another, to have friends so at-

tached and attentive as all mine in different ways

have been.

My time is at present very much occupied, but I

shall avail myself of a short interval of leisure to tell

you what I am sure you will be interested in hearing

— the particulars of the final interview between the

Prince of Wales and the late Bishop of London*^

which have lately been communicated to me from a

source wliich aj)pears to me quite authentic. Among
other good people with whom my informant is in-

timate is Mr. Owen, minister of Fulham^ who was

in a manner the Bishop's parish clergyman, and long

his chaplain. Mr. Owen gave my friend an account

of this interview, as the Bishop gave it to him two

days before his death.

It seems his Royal Highness had sent out a smnmons
for a great military review, wliich was to take place

on a Sunday. The Bishop had been confined, and

did not hope nor, I suppose, wish ever in this world

to go out again. He ordered his carriage, however,

upon hearing this, proceeded to Carlton House, and

* Dr. Porteus.
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waited on the Princej who received him very gra-

ciously. He said^ '' I am come^ Sir^ urged by my
regard to you^ to your father^ and to this great

nation^ who are anxiously beholding every public

action of yours. I am on the verge of time ; new

prospects open to me ; the favour of human beings,

or their displeasure^ is as nothing to me now.— I am
come to warn your Royal Highness of the awful con-

sequences of your breaking down the very little that

remains of distinction to the day that the Author of

all power has hallowed, and set apart for liunself.''

He went on in pathetic terms to represent the awful

responsibility to wliich the Prince exposed himself,

and how much benefit or injury might result to the

unmortal souls of milhons by his consulting or ne-

glecting the revealed will of the King of kings ; and,

after much tender and awful exliortation, concluded

with saying, '' You see how your father, greatly your

inferior in talent and capacity, has been a blessing to

all around him and to the nation at large, because he

made it the study and business of his life to exert all

his abilities for the good of his people, to study and

to do the will of God, and to give an example to the

world of a life regulated by the precepts of Christian

morality : he has been an object of respect and vener-

ation to the whole world for so doing. If he has

done much, you, with your excellent abilities and

pleasing and popular manners, may do much more.

It is impossible for you to remain stationary in this

awful crisis : you must rise to true glory and renown,

and lead millions in the same path by the power of

your example, or sink to sudden and perpetual ruin,

T 4
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aggravated by the great numbers Avliom your fall will

draw with you to the same destruction. And now,

were I able to rise, or were any one here who would

assist me, I should, with the awful feeling of a dying

man, give my last blessing to your Koyal Highness."

The Prince upon this burst into tears and fell on liis

knees before the Bishop, who bestowed upon him,

with folded hands, his dying benediction : the Prince

then, in the most gracious and aifecting manner,

assisted him himself to go down, and put hhn into his

carriage. The Bishop went home, never came out

again, and died the fifth day after. On hearing of

his death the Prince shut himself up, and was heard

by his attendants to sob as under deep affliction.

I think I have now given you a brief but faithful

account of this transaction as I heard it

I can easily believe that a mind so well regulated

as yours has in itself resources that make '^ quiet,

though sad, the remnant of your days." But I

tliink that a life somewhere balanced between your

pensive tranquiUity and my ever-during bustle would

be preferable to either. Such is that of our dear

friend and sister at Jordanhill, whose felicities I have

been celebrating ever since I returned here. Ke-

member me in all kindness to your mother and aunt,

and believe me, most affectionately, dear old friend,

yours always,

Anne Grant.
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Letter CXIL

^ TO 3nSS C. M. FANSHAWE, CAVENDISH SQUARE^ LONDON.

My dear Madam,
Edinburgh, 7th February, 1811.

You have been very good in writing to me at

last ; and when I consider the very many claims upon

your time, I ought to be thankful even for the un-

frequent visits you indulge me with.

I have anticipated your wish, and have been not

only writing, but am actually printing at this mo-

ment. Your most highly-valued letter reached me
at Jordanhill, Avhere I went to be a month quietly

happy, and to arrange the materials of the proposed

pubhcation, which consists of Essays on the Super-

stitions of the Highlands, a subject that affords much
latitude for excursion, wliich you may believe I have

not used sparingly ; and this will close my literary

hfe, unless I see something hereafter worth telling.

Upon my return home from Jordanhill I found

all my family delighted with letters which had arrived

from my dear son in India, including two long ones

to myself. If you knew how filial, how soldierly,

and how genuine these letters are, and how much
they contain of all that I could wish, you would

congratulate me on having this cordial reserved to

cheer dechnino; hfe.

I must tell you that we have read Mrs. Montagu's

Letters. Mary thinks them extremely amusing; I

too am amused, but there is a visible hardness in her

character,— such a total absence of the amiable ro-

mance of early life, and such an ungraceful harshness
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on some occasions, and petulance on others.— I cannot

conceive how she has made such very desirable things

as good principle, sound sense, brilliant wit, and much

intelligence and early usage of the world so little

pleasing ; there is every thing to admire, but nothing

gentle, graceful, or attractive. I greatly dislike her

style. Female wit has generally a kind of gay ele-

srance that makes its manner recommend its matter

:

there must be sometliing wanting when it pleases me

so little^ who am so delighted with every thing of that

nature. I cannot say how much Mrs. Carter's kind

of humour amuses me ; and Gray's Letters charm me

beyond measure : liis wit is of such a grave^ odd kind^

it takes one by surprise.

I have not seen Dr. Clarke's Travels in Russia,

except in the Review : 'tis too costly a pleasure for

me. I tliink, however, that there is something un-

amiable in the rancorous censui^e of the whole Russian

people : it is certainly too general. Yet I always

suspected the splendour and refinement we hear so

much of in the Russian Court of being mere varnish,

conceahng much grossness and ferocity. There are

so many intermediate stages of improvement in morals

and in manners that people ought to go through

before they reach extreme refinement; and it does

not appear to me when or how these previous steps

have been taken by tliis people. I rather think

French tinsel and the outrageous sentiment of Ger-

many have been awkwardly blended, in many in-

stances, with their original manners. With the offer

of my best v/ishes to your sisters, I am, dear madam,

yours very faithfully,

Anne Grant.
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Letter CXIII.

TO MRS. SMITH, OF JORDANHILL, GLASGOW.

My dear Friend,
Edinburgh, 27th February, 1811.

I lose no time, you see, in answering yours ; and

for once our letters shall not cross. I have not told you

of my son's captivity, and the happy event of it. His

new appointment would have confined him at Bour-

bon when all the rest were gathering laurels in the

Isle of France. His good angel, however, so ma-

naged it, that in sailing to Bourbon he was taken by

a French frigate, and presently after retaken by an

Enghsh one, which carried him on with the expedition

to the Isle of France, — thus accomplishing the first

wish of his heart.

Now, as to Self-Control ; it is not Miss Hamil-

ton's, nor is it the work of any one of the many it

is ascribed to. The secret has, as yet, been carefully

concealed and all curiosity eluded ; but I am fixed

in the opinion that it was born in Orkney : I shall

not, however, anticipate your judgment, in any re-

spect, regarding tliis work, so much admired by some

and condemned by others. In this literary city it

occasions as much conversation as a new island in the

Clyde could do at Greenock.

Southey, who, I think, writes the article in the

Quarterly Review about the Methodists, is not far

wrong. They do a great deal of good, as he allows

;

but bgiji^the good and evil peculiar to their tenets

are more obvious in England than here : indeed, their
^

tenets are radically good ;
—

'tis their cheerless gloom.
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their spiritual pricle^ and their sectarian bigotry that

are bad. If their clergy love pleasure less than others,

they certainly love power more, and organise their

modes of preserving it with as much dihgence as ever

the Jesuits did. Yet the Jesuits did much good

among the subdued and wretched savages in Para-

guay ; and the Methodists do a great deal of good

among the ignorant and profligate poj^ulace in Eng-

land. For such converts their austere discipline is

best suited ; they drive them as far as possible from

their wonted haunts, lest the evil spirit should regain

possession of the herd, and urge them down the

precipice. They do not show the extremes of their

extravagance to us in Scotland: our people are too

enlightened to bear it. They answer many good

purposes : — ^^ to goad the prelate slumbering in his

stall, '' and to show all other teachers of religion how

necessary it is to move the human mind by its two

great hinges— hope and fear ; the said mind being

very little affected by moral essays. Adieu : write

soon to yours ever,

Anne Grant
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Letter CXIV.

TO MRS. SMITH.

My clear Friend,
Edinburgh, 12th August, 1811.

I lose no time in answering your letter : visiting

and correspondence have been so entirely at a stop

with me for some time past, that my debts of that

kind have swelled enormously ; and now that I am
settled in town, and have recovered the use of my
hand, after my late accident, I must, like Johnson,
^^ sit doggedly down to write." However, before I

encounter this daily accumulating mountain of dif-

ficulties, I shall recreate myself by writing one

letter to please and amuse myself.

I am pleased that you not only found much amuse-

ment in reading Miss Seward's Letters, but have

candour enou2;h to own you did, for it is the fashion

to rail at her as vain and absurd. Her bad taste and

self-opinion are too obvious to escape detection from

any person that can think or see ; yet, though these

prominent faults make her less estimable as a woman,

and less admirable as a writer, I am not sure that

they detract much from the entertainment we derive

from her letters. Her literary vanity, in particular,

appears naked and not ashamed, with a most amusing

naivete. The singular artlessness of so artificial a

character gives the idea of something unique and

anomalous that we know not how to define, nor

exactly whether to admire or despise. Talent and

sincerity, however disguised, must have their attrac-

tions ; and Miss Seward had both in no connnon
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degree. She furnishes arms against herself, by her

open avowal of so many feelings and opinions, that

others would carefully conceal. She wants art, but,

on the other hand, she totally wants delicacy and

even that refinement of mind which is almost the

necessary consequence of high cultivation. Witness

the gross flattery which she gladly received and

liberally bestowed. Perhaps it is wrong to call it

flattery : her adulators, who, for the most part, were

male and female coxcombs of the first magnitude,

very probably thought all they said. Her coarseness

and her laxity in religious principle she inherited, T
fear, from her clerical father and housewifely mother:

this was nursed in a card-playing provincial town,

where she was the one-eyed queen of the bhnd,

having no superior to look up to and her mind ex-

asperated by all the underworkings of petty envy

and malignity. Her intimacy with Darwin, however

innocent, was fatal to her in different respects: his

false brilliancy aggravated her false taste, and to the

tottering fabric of her religious principle he gave the

final blow. I believe that tlie friendship between her

and Saville was as pure as that betwixt you and me:

every person of sense and candour that ever knew

them thought so ; and the strain of their letters proves

it incontestably. Saville was a man in the highest

degree virtuous, pious, simple, and sincere ; their

friendship was inherited and begun with her father.

Having now spoken so freely of Miss Seward's

faults, let me do justice to her merits also. She was

respectable for her honour and integrity, and the

length and strength of her attachments. Could there
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be a better daughter, a warmer friend, or one that

had more home feelings and home enjoyments ? Her
criticisms and descriptions, over-adorned as they are,

still convey to the mind, in the most lively manner,

one of the first charms of human existence— an en-

larged capacity of enjoyment, and a keen and exalted

rehsh for all that is capable of delighting in external

nature, or the wider world of intellect. Powers of

enjoyment so buoyant and so active communicate

their impulse to slower faculties, and, for the moment,

invigorate and exalt them When you tell me
you are not tired, I shall perhaps tell you more of

Miss Seward ; meanwhile, I am, ever truly yours,

Anne Grant.

Letter CXV.

TO MRS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

My dear Friend,
Edinburgh, 14th August, 1811.

I am sure it will give you serious concern to

know that my unlucky wrist continues both weak and

painful, so as to render writing a difficult exertion

;

but I begin to long so much to let my mind flow

freely forth to you in my usual unconstrained manner,

that I will not longer deny myself that gratification.

I have lately received painful news from America.

A hght is there quenched, which, while it lasted,

spread intelligence and animation wherever its pure

emanations reached ; and all the branches of a worthy
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and attached family are lamenting for her who was

their ornament and delight : I speak of the admirable

Miss L.^ whose prediction, which I transcribed for

you in one of my late letters % was fulfilled in No-

vember last. She really was hterally Hke a dying

lamp,— wasting away in undiminished brightness,

and cheering and enlightening all around her till the

last drop of vital energy was exhausted

Now to go on with the progressive history of our

estabhshment. Miss Gardner thinks herself quite re-

covered ; but I have painful doubts, and fear I shall

be obliged again to carry her to the country. Isabella

Smythe is the beloved of my heart, and, I beHeve,

loves me with quiet enthusiasm ; and our lively

heiress. Miss Glassell, is truly a fine creature, and

will, I trust, be all we wish. She has a pure and

generous mind, a warm heart, and excellent abiHties.

Our three Graces, though very diflferent, love and suit

each other, and combine with the family to form a

happy household, in which there is not one jarring

string. I have got a new neighbour, h^dng in the ad-

joining house, who promises to be an agreeable addi-

tion to our society. It is Lady Apreece f, mother-in-

law to your acquaintance, Mrs. A. She appears to

possess a mild and sincere character ; seems subdued

and heart-wounded with calamity, yet wiUing to

please, and fond of information, without setting up the

* Letter CI I.

f The Lady of the late Sir Thomas H. Apreece, Bart., of Wash-
ingley, in the county of Huntingdon.
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smallest pretension. She has lived much in the worlds

and known many characters who have made a distin-

guished figure in it

How much is the Regent to be pitied under the

present circumstances. How can he^ when trans-

formed to a Kingj cherish the enemies of kingly-

power ? or how^ on the other hand^ can he shut out

from his councils the friends and companions of his

past Hfe ? I fear stern necessity will obhge him to

drop them as a tadpole does his tail when he com-

mences frog ; and then what a clamour we shall hear^

and what a bustle we shall see

!

Tliis, of all letters^ most abounds in abrupt tran-

sitions^ owing to the starts^ both of time and thought^

in which it is written : but the recent accident to my
wrist has left me so deep in debt^ both on the score of

visiting and correspondence^ that I am every day in

the confused hurry of one Avinding ravelled thread.

I must conclude in haste ; being ever,, with faithful

and tender attachment^ truly yours^

Anne Grant.

VOL. I. XJ
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Letter CXVI.

TO MRS. HOOK, CONDUIT STREET, LONDON.

-m/r T T7^ • t Edinburffh, 10th September, 18 1 1.My dear i^ rieiid^
^

* ^ * * * *

What shall I tell you of the summer that has insen-

sibly fleeted past? Miss Gardner's illness^ and my
soUcitude about hei% have made a prominent figure in

the early part of it« The book I have lately published

on the superstitions of the Highlands^ and my sprained

wrist^ gave or prevented occupation to the other;

and the woods of JSTewbattle^ a beautiful and seques-

tered village near Edinburgh^ where I accompanied

my poor invalid^ Miss G.^ witnessed many hom^s of

musings the result of wliich I should have faitlifully

conveyed to you^ had my hand been capable of em-

bodying my ideas as usual. I must now tell you

how the arch-critic. Mr. Jeffrev. iind.,,J have be-

Haved to each other. For some time past I met him

at parties^ and I thought he looked odd and avoided

me. Something I knew there was^ but was not in the

least aware that it was a criticism^ ha^dng been told

formerly that he resolved to let me alone. I was/

however^ obliged to have^ what I much dislike^ a

small party in summer^ on account of some strangers

whose friends had strong claims on my attention. I

boldly sent a note to the critic^ saying that if he had

renounced me^ he should at once tell me so Hke a

brave man as he was ; if not^ to come on Wednesday

evening, and meet some people whom / kneio he did

like. He answered that, so far from renouncing^ he
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had thought of me more than any body else for some

days past ; and if a little packet he was about to send

me to-morrow did not make me retract my invitation,

he should gladly wait on me. I got^ next day^ the

threatened packet^ now before the public. Here fol-

lows the accompanying note^, as far as I recoUect it.

" AYhen I review the works of my friends^ if I can

depend on their magnanimity as much as I think I can

on yours^ I let them know what I say of them l^efore

they are led out to execution. When I take up my
reviewing pen I consider myself as entering the

temple of truths and bound to say what I think." I

returned the criticism^ without any other comment

than that I was so well satisfied of his doing justice

to my subject that I was less concerned at any thing

he might say of myself-, &c. Very soon after he

came to me^ asking introductions to my Higliland

friends^ intending^ as he said^ to make a pilgrimage on

foot^ with two other gentlemen^ to Loch-Laggan and

past my former residence. This I scarcely believed

that he would accomplish. I gave him the letters,

however; and^, to my astonishment, he actually did

make his way through the wilds of Inverness-shire,

and, by the parallel roads of Glenroy, to a region

before untrod by critic or by tourist, even the beauti-

ful^ woody, and secluded banks of Loch-Laggan. He
came back perfectly delighted. I expected that, from

the mere habit of carping, he would have criticised the

mountains unmercifully. I am, my dear friend, yours

tenderly,

Anne Grant.

u 2
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Letter CXVII.

to sir walter farquhar^ bart., conduit street,

LONDON.

T.
-- T ci' Edinburo:h, 9th October, 1811.My clear bir^

I have at present the pleasing task of requesting

your indulgent patronage in behalf of a man of worth

and genius^ who^ if he does but overcome his first

difficulties^ will do credit to all his friends. If^ on the

contrary^ he should sink in the struggle with the waves

of calamity, we^ who affectionately esteem him and

have done our utmost for hun hei^e^ shall not be with-

out consolation ; he will only sink to rise with re-

newed lustre where the rewards of merit and the

compensation for suffering are both ample and perma-

nent. The ample testimonial wliich all that know

him most zealously give to virtues founded on an

everlasting basis is^ in a great measure^ included in

what I have described as the very worst that can

befal him. But we must not^ like Pope's good bishop^

"^ admits and leave hun Providence's care/' but con-

sider it happiness to be the agents of that same Pro-

vidence in the cause of genius and virtue.

John Henning^ who will present tliis letter, was

brought up in liis native county, Eenfrewshire, to his

father's business, that of a joiner, or cabinet-maker

:

taste and intellect seem to have been hereditary in

his family, and he appears to have made some intuitive

efforts in drawing very early. Struck with sometliing

peculiar in the countenance of one of his associates,

he modelled it in clay, and thus discovered the bent
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of Ills genius to this species of imitation. He was
by the lovers and patrons of the arts invited to

Edinburgh, where the moderation and simphcity of

his habits, the strength and power of his pure and

independent mind, and the native candour and gentle-

ness of his unpretending manners, have made him a

great favourite. The field here, however, is not wide

:

he has long since taken striking likenesses of every

one distinguished or worth preserving among us. In

the meanwhile, the Avants of a young and nimierous

family made it difficult for him, even in his modest

way, to meet the daily demands. In regard to pa-

tronage, none can have better; Dugald Stewart,

Walter Scott, Mr. Jeffrey, Mrs. Fletcher—^ every one,

in short, of any eminence here esteems and regards

Henning : all these people delight in his artless con-

versation, admire his genius, and would do anything

compatible to promote his interest or comfort. With

this view, all his friends concurred in advising liim to

go to London, where there is a wider field for the

exertions of genius, and where alone an artist has

any chance to arrive at eminence. By the time he

reached London, however, there were few remaining

in town of the many to whom he was recommended.

The Marquis of Stafford was the only person who

employed him ; and it is employment he wants.

Now, dear sir, if you could let tliis deserving man
model your countenance, or if you would, upon

seeing the perfect resemblance of his models, recom-

mend him to others, it would be a divine charity.

Your very speaking to him, and showing some interest

in him, would help to support his spirits. Here, he

U o
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was not a little cherished and caressed : but the

anxiety produced by having his large family here

dependant on him^ and himself to support in London^

will^ I fear^ be too much even for his cheerful and

buoyant spirit. I know you will forgive me for the

sake of my intention ; and believe me^ dear sii% your

sincerely attached and grateful humble servant^

Anne Grant.

Letter CXVIII.

TO MR. JOHN HENNING, ARTIST, LONDON.

My dear Sir
Edinburgh, 12th October, 1811.

I must own I felt some anxiety about your

silence^ and was much disposed to unpute it to the

very cause which I find occasioned it. I see clearly

how the case stands ; and it is needless to preserve a

false delicacy that can do no good. You would do

well in London^ could you but get funds to support

yourself there till jon are known and employed.

The fear that tliis may not be the case sinks your

spirits : you are conscious that if you coidd but float

till people came to town, and till you are known, all

would do well. All will be well. We tliink too much
of contingencies : a lively faith in the Giver of all

good is not only in a strictly pious sense, but morally

and physically, beneficial :—
" To hope the best, is pious, wise, and brave,
And may itself procure what it presumes."
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While your steps are lighted by this ever-living lamp

of hallowed confidence^ you will assuredly find your

way brighter as you proceed. I can never believe

that such innocence and integrity as your's could be

so severely tried^ unless a rich reward was liid in the

stores of futurity to compensate the present suffering.

You must not suppose me in the present instance

soaring beyond the moon ; no^ I merely grovel on the

earthy and^ like an old Israelite^ look to temporal

futm^ty. I knoYv^ you will be happy hereafter ; but I

want to see you happy with my corporeal eyes^ and

know that you want nothing but bread and peace to

make you so. The buoyant cheerfulness of your

disposition^ the great simplicity of yoiu* habits^ and

your indifference to all that seduces and misleads the

crowds are your best secmity. All tliis is very good

;

but the difficulty is to keep all right in the mean time

among the young ravens at home^ and to quiet the

demands^ small and modest as they are^ in the great

city I am about to introduce you

to Mr. Charles Grants Chairman of the India House,

where I hope you will get a very sound head^ which

belongs to a very spotless hearty to model. I love

Mr. Francis Horner much for being so good to you.

Every body here sends you good wishes^ as well as

your sohcitous friend^

Anne Geant.

u 4
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Letter CXIX.

TO LIEUT. DUNCAN JAMES GRANT, BOMBAY.

iK/r ^ T-w Edinburn^h, 25th October, 1811.
'

My dear Duncan^ ""

The letters which you sent from BourlDon came

round to us after goino; to Portu2;aL I received them

on New Year's day ; and to me they were a New-

Year's gift most desirable^ and filled my heart with

an overpowering mixture of emotions^ painful through

the extreme of tenderness and mingled recollections,

yet accompanied with much gratulation and much

thankfulness to that Divine hand that has wonderfully

conducted and supported me and mine through so

many dangers and afflictions.

1 greatly lament the loss of your books; yet, as

the vessel which took you prisoner was afterwards

carried to the Mauritius, I should tliink, l^y offering a

reward, you might get them back, and that you would

value them more than new ones. You must recollect

the poems of my amiable friend James Grahame *,

wliich I sent you. We have just been lamenting his

loss. I had an hour of pleasant, indeed cheerful con-

versation with him three davs before his death : I sat

with his wife, at liis bedside, and the recollection of

the past seemed to animate and delight him. Never

was a purer or gentler mind than his, never poet

more beloved

I must now tell you of an additional and very

strong motive that I have for keeping your sisters

independent of you. I regard with very great com-

"*- Author of The Sabbath, and other Poems.
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passion most men who are destined to spend their

hves in India. Far from home and all its sweet and

social comforts^ and burdened perhaps with relations

who keep them back in the paths of independence^

they seek a resource in forming temporary connexions

with the natives. These^ I am told^ are often innocent

and even amiable creatures^ Avho are not aware of

doing anything reprehensible in thus attacliing them-

selves. In the mean time^ the poor woman who has

devoted herself to him secures his affection by being

the mother of his children : time runs on ; the unfor-

tunate mother^ whom he must tear from his heart

and throw back to misery and oblivion^ is daily

forming new ties to him. The children^ born heirs

to shame and sorrow^ are for a time fondly cherished^

till the wish of their father's heart is fulfilled^ and he

is enabled to return to his native country^ and make

the appearance in it to which his ambition has been

long directed. Then begin his secret but deep

vexations ; and the more honourable liis mind^ and the

more affectionate his hearty the deeper are those

sorrows which he dare not own^ and cannot conquer.

This poor rejected one^ perhaps faithful and fondly

attached^ must be thrown off; the whole habits of his

life must be broken ; he must pay the debt he owes

to his progenitors^ and seek to renew the social

comforts of the domestic chicle by soliciting^ with

little previous acquaintance and no great attachment^

some lady glad to give youth and beauty for wealth

and consequence. The forsaken children^, once the

objects of his paternal fondness^ must be banished,

and have the sins of their fathers sorely visited upon

them.
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I will spare myself and you the pain of finishing

tliis picture^ which you must know to be a likeness^

not of an individual only^ but of a whole tribe of ex-

patriated Scotclnnen^ who return home exactly in tHis

manner. This, my dear son, is what I dread in your

case, and would fain avoid, that is, prevent it if I

could. All that remains for me is, in the first place,

not to burden you with encumbrances that may check

the freedom of your will ; and in the next, to assure

you that if any person whom it would be decent or

proper for you to connect yourself with by honour-

able ties should gain your affections, your mother

and your sisters will be ready to adopt her to theirs.

Difference of nation, or even of rehgion, would not

ahenate us from any wife that you would choose.

Doubtless we should much prefer that you Avere

married to one that we knew and esteemed ; but we

should far rather make roon5 in om* hearts for a

stranger, who was modest and well principled, than

see you in the predicament I have described.

The first good opportunity will bring you my late

friend the Bishop of London's Lectures, which I

earnestly entreat you to read ; as likewise the Bible,

first for my sake, and then I trust you will soon read

it for your own. If you are now in the Mamitius, give

my best respects to the Governor, and tell him I shall

take it much amiss if he forgets me : I have no idea of

being forgotten by a Farquhar. And now, dear, dear

Duncan, adieu : may God bless you here and here-

after, prays yom- most affectionate mother,

Anne Grant.
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Letter CXX.

TO 'MRS. HOOK5 CONDUIT STREET^ LONDON.

My clear Friend,
Edinburgh, 20th November, 1811.

I have tliis morning the muddiest head you can

suppose, having had a party of friends with me on the

last two evenings. To understand the cause of all

this hospitality, you must know that, being a very

methodical and economical family, every cow of ours,

as we express it in our rustic Higliland dialect, has a

calf; that is to say, when we have a party, wliich in

Edinburgh includes a cold collation, we are obliged

to provide quantum sujfficit for our guests, who, being

of a description more given to good talking than good

eating, are content to admire and be admired, and

have little time to attend to vulgar gratifications ; of

consequence, the more material food, after contribut-

ing, hke the guests, to embellish the entertainment,

remains little diminished. As our wide acquaintance

includes the greatest variety of people imaginable,

there are among them a number of good, kind people,

that dress finely, laugh heartily, and sing merrily, and

have, in some instances, genealogy besides
; yet on

these good people the lions and lionesses of literature

would think their roaring very ill bestowed. These,

however, make a greater noise in their own way, and

before their superior prowess the substantial soon

vanish : they are in every sense less fastidious, happier

because less wise, and more benevolent because less

witty. An assemblage of these contented beings,

who can amply appreciate the value of a custard, a
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jelly^ or a jest on its second appearance^ are convenient

successors to the refined pretenders to originality^ who

prefer what is new to what is true^ and woidd not for

the world be caught eating blanc-mange while Mr.

Jeffrey and Dr. Thomas Brown are brandishing wit

and philosophy in each other's faces with electric speed

and brilliance. These good fat people^ who sing and

eat like canary-birds^ come with alacrity the day after,

and esteem themselves too happy to be admitted so

soon to consume mere mortal aliment in the very

apartment where the delicacies of intellect were so

lately shared among superior intelligences.

I am sure I am writino; o;reat nonsense with this

muddy head of mine ; but I am so amused with the

extravagant admiration bestow^ed here on this kind of

reputation^ that I would willingly share w^ith you the

amusement it affords me. Yet I do not augur well

of this reign of wit ; it has not the heavy oppressive

vulgarity that attends the dominion of mere wealth,

nor the empty and supercilious haughtiness of mere

birth^ yet the result of its preponderance may be more

fatal in the end than either, unless restrained by

certain bounds which it has no small vanity in over-

leaping. These reflections have come upon me with

double force from a perusal of that flippant, old,

literary coxcomb, Horace Walpole, whom I never

admired, but noAv heartily despise. Adieu, dear

friend. I am, affectionately yours,

Anne Geant.



MRS. grant's letters. 301

Letter CXXI.

TO MISS CATHERINE MARIA FANSHAAVE, CAVENDISH

SQUARE, LONDON.

Dear Madam,
Edinburgh, nth December, 1811.

I should perhaps have chosen a quieter season to

put In my wonted clahn to your attention. In the

shades of Surrey you might find amusement in what

will merely teaze and encroach upon you in that

glowing hive of hurry and intelligence wliich you

now inhabit. Your apologies for your long silence

are so eloquent and fanciful, that they not only ex-

cuse but atone for your fault ; they almost invalidate

a maxim of Johnson's, who said that a boy who was

very good at making excuses was seldom good for

anything else. In return for this compliment I hope

for an encomium on my modesty, which you must

allow me to deserve, when you he?.r that my daughter

Anne has been a month in and about London, with-

out claiming the honour of an introduction ; and that,

moreover, she will not present herself to you till she

comes to ask your commands for Scotland on her

return. My soncy Anne has " that within which

passeth shew," and that without wliich seldom fails to

please and interest, being the evident indication of

candour, innocence, and overflowing benevolence.

She is the most generally popular of all my family,

and by far the most enthusiastic : whether she would

be either so popular or so enthusiastic if she possessed

the delicate discrimination of Isaliella, or the sound

and deep reflection and intuitive discernment of Mary,
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is a question I am not going to determine. Yet this

child of sunshine will^ I know, be happier than either

of them.

Our young heiress. Miss Glassell, improves upon

us daily ; that is to say, she softens, and, without

affecting, seems visibly to acquire that attention to

acquisitions, and that gentleness of manners, which,

from the unrestrained liberty she enjoyed, and the

unbounded vivacity of her untamed spirits, were

before much wanted. She has noble and excellent

qualities ; a strong mind, quick perceptions, good

feelings, and much generous enthusiasm. We do

every thing to make her sensible that her wealth is

not considered by us as entitling her to any pre-

eminence ; and no creature can be more obliging, nor

labour more to be useful and pleasing to the rest,

whom she seems exceedingly to like.

I am at tliis moment going to request from you a great

favour. Mr. Da^dd Thomson, the bearer, is a young

man of much worth and varied accomplishments,

—

being at once poetical, musical, and picturesque.

Perhaps I should not have mentioned all this, liis

interviews with the Muses being as yet very private

ones ; nor do I tliink they will attain more publicity

than they enjoy in liis brother's collection of Welsh

music, where he appears with much credit as a song-

writer. In landscape-painting he particvdarly excels,

and now intends to establish himself in London,

which affords a wider rano'e for talents than is to be

found here. His finances, however, are not equal to

support him long as an expectant in the metropolis,

till he is known and employed, as there is little doubt
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of his being hereafter. He therefore intends to teach

a few pupils : and what I shall take as a particular

favour is^ that you would^ if you approve of such

specunens of his art as Mr. Thomson may show you,

recommend him in that capacity. He is the brother

of my friend Mr. George Thomson, known as the

correspondent of Burns : all liis family have various

degrees of genius, and much refinement of mind. I

am^ dear madam, your faithful, humble servant,

Anne Grant.

Letter CXXH.

TO IMK. JOHN HENNINa, ARTIST, LONDON.

Edinburgh, 1st January, 1812.

I have got your letter, my good friend, and

would have answered it sooner, but for an event of

which you maynot yet have been informed—the recent

death of my venerable parent, in her eighty-fourth

year, after a very short illness. This has thrown a

transient shade over us all : transient it ought to be,

for her placid and useful life had of late sunk almost

to mere vegetation, and nothing remained here but

labour and sorrow; for such, in that state, is existence.

Yet, even in this gentlest form, death brings back

many painful and tender recollections, and sends for-

ward many painful anticipations.

Be assured that I can feel for you the withering of

the heart wliich must result from an exile, though
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neither lono; nor distant, from one's endeared native

lancl^ and all one loves in it. I allow^ too^ for your

feeling all this in the extreme^ because all the sym-

patliies that belong to husband^ father^ friend^ or

Scotchman^ are felt by you with peculiar simple

fervour. I knoAV very well that ambition^ wheii

gratified to the utmost^ could never make amends to

you for domestic blessings^ or for the dear country

you have forsaken. I know too that you would

rather l)reakfast with me and my family^ with the

view of returning to your engaging cliildren and

cheerful toils at home^ than be received in the saloon

of a duchess^ to return from it to a cheerless lodgings

without meetino; the smile of welcome on a kindred

visage. Very true ; but^ tlien^ are you not banished

for the sake of these dear cliildren ? Could you have

made them happy by staying ? As it was the will of

Him who chastens where he loves^ to leave you^ to

human view^ but a choice of seeming e^ils^ have you

not done right in preferring those wliich are most

likely to produce good? and are not yom- prospects

fair^ and daily mending? and is there not every

reason to suppose that your talents^, aided by those

virtues which adversity ripens^ will procure you

friends that may afford a future opening for the ad-

vantageous exercise of the same qualities in your

children? It is the labour of love in which you are

engaged ; it is for them you suffer ; and they will most

propably have cause to rejoice in the transient ahen-

ation. If your chagrin is augmented by a difficulty

in affording them the present supplies^ let me know

by return of post, and I shall, not generously, but in
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a worldly and prudent way^ advance a present supply^

which my gift of second sight assures me you will

soon be able to repay. If that does not happen in a

year, you know I have but to take one of the little

girls as a pledge for the debt.

I cannot tell to whom you owe your invitation

from the Princess of Wales, but I well know that it

is to Miss Christina -Stewart you owe that from the

Princess Charlotte. As for etiquette, trouble yourself

Httle about it; your native delicacy will prevent you

from doing any thing forward, and your independent

sphit will keep you from any thing like abject awk-

wardness. Tell me all about the Princess Charlotte,

how she looked, and what she said, &c. I feel a

warm partiality for her, and hope that to Queen

Ehzabeth's kingly talents she will add Queen Anne's

saintly virtues. Tell me of the Marquis of Stafford :

have you again heard of Mm, or done any thing for

him ? You could not have a more generous and

judicious patron than the Marquis of Lansdowne :

does he continue his kindness to you ? You can tell

me nothing of your proceedings that Avill not amuse

or interest me.

Pray keep clear of politics : the arts belong to no

party; and plain truth and integrity are above all

parties. Preserve like a coal from the altar that

piety of the heart, which is a rich inheritance from

your forefathers, and will prove a comfort and sup-

port in all the evils of tliis short pilgrimage. Keep
up your spirits : fame and profit stand on an eminence

before you. But you are at this juncture like one

crossing, with pain and fear, a narrow bridge of one

VOL. I. X
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tottering plank^ to arrive at the desired abode : the

chasm is deep^ and the apprehended miscarriage ter-

rible^ but the passage is very short. I would fain

hold the torch of hope before your steps^ and imagine

I already see you over. You cannot think how much

I have neglected in order to write this letter. May
this new year^ which has begun sadly with me and

anxiously with you^ end happily with us both !

Write to liie soon all your wayward fancies and all

your new designs ; and doubt not that I am^ dear

Henning^ yours very sincerely^

Als^NE GeANT.

Lettee CXXIIL

TO MRS. EUCKER, MELROSE HALL, PUTIS^EY, SURREY.

My dear Madam, Edinburgh, 4th January, 1812.

My poor mother had been long declining in

strength, but with no great or visible alteration

until last week, when her dechne assmned the ap-

pearance of serious illness. Never was life more

useful, innocent, or cheerful ; never death more in

unison with that life, or more seasonably sent for a

relief from hopeless languor and entire debihty : it

was indeed an escape from an e^dl she always dreaded

— that of being totally helpless. In this latter

state she was not above three weeks, and to human
appearance it might have lasted much longer. I make

no apology for thus dwelhng on the gathering in of

this ripe slieaf.
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From the good qualities of the departed to the still

mihtant virtues of the living is^ in this case^ a natural

and pleasant transition. To tliis latter^ however^ I

find it hard to do justice. Had my three inmates

stood in the same relation to me as the rest^ it

would be impossible for them to have showed more

tender sympathy^ or more active exertion in aid of

the family. Miss Glassell my little heiress^ with

whom^ I suppose^ Anne has made you acquainted^

was invited to pass the holidays in a gay social family

of her relations in the country : nothings however^

could prevail on her to leave us till the funeral was

over. It is difficult to conceive attaclnnent warmer

than these creatures have for every individual of the

family^ and indeed for each other. I cannot imagine

warmer hearts and purer minds to meet in one place

;

and the consequence is^ that^ without the aid of forced

gaiety or studied amusements^ they are always happy^

and seem not to have a minute for spleen or lassitude.

I only regret that^ in the nature of things^ this innocent

happiness cannot always continue. They will of course

separate^ and enter upon other scenes that will promise

more and perform less

There came a young couple here this winter^ who
have been three or four years married but have no

family. The gentleman is Mr. R. H. Inglis^^ the son

of Sir Hugh Inglis^ the India Director. He is pious,

learned, and elegant, with all that is pleasing and en-

gaging in a young man, and all that is respectable and

estimable in an old one. His young wife is lively,

sensible, and accomplished, without display or osten-

* Tlie present Sir R. H. Inglis, Bart. M. P.

X 2
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tation, which so utterly spoils the enjoyment of all

these good things. We met them at Bishop Sand-

ford's^ and our acquaintance has since gone on with

much satisfaction on both sides. People say Mr.

Inglis is the living representative of Sir Charles Gran-

dison ; I think he is indeed very much the character

of male excellence which Richardson wished to draw.

I had a long letter from Mrs. Dixon the other day,

describing that enchanted castle, Clovelly, and the

enchantress who presides over it, with all the glowing

colours and forcible expression so peculiar to herself.

Yet such is the attraction of the great and gay capi-

tal, that I should not wonder though Clovelly— that

region of beauty, sublimity, and enthusiasm— should

ere now be forsaken by its elegant owners. It may

be admired, but it cannot admh^e : in tliis last respect

the town has the advantage.

You ask my opinion of JNIrs. Hannah More's last

pubUcation.* Very favourable indeed it is ; not that

I think any thing new remains to be said on the most

important subject she treats. Yet if by tln^owing

those new and clear lights upon useful and well-known

truths, which she is so capable of producing, the

young are allured to serious consideration, and the old

reminded of duties which the tide of worldly cares is

apt to overwhelm, much, very much, may be done by

her respected agency. I think there is no individual

now living to whom the cause of religion owes so

much. Her arguments on the subject of prayer are

calculated to carry conviction to the reason and con-

trition to the heart. I have lately read again, with

* " Practical Piety."
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new delight, her Strictures on Female Education.

There has not yet been any work published on that

beaten subject more calculated to do good : genius of

the first order, excellent sound sense, profound and

practical piety, and thorough knowledge of the pre-

vaiUng manners and characters, give value and ought

to give efficacy to that admirable work. I am, with

respects the warmest to good Mr. Rucker, dear

madam, yours very truly,

Anne Grant.

Letter CXXIV.

TO MRS. SMITH, JORDANHILL, GLASGOW.

My dear Friend,
Edinburgh, 16th January, 1812.

For as seldom, comparatively, as I saw your

young people, I feel a blank in their absence, such as

is always caused by the absence of those whom we
have carried in our minds with unceasing, though not

uneasy, sohcitude. I have been vainly trying to recall

to my memory the object of sorrow so wide and deep

as that caused by the loss of your amiable nephew.

Those worthy j^eople on whom it fell heaviest, have

hitherto had an.unclouded sky and more than common
comforts. If such were good for us, they would last

always : but the shower must fall, and it is from the

moistened surface that the good seed springs earliest

and most abundant.

Anne has become a very regular, voluminous, and

entertaining correspondent. If I had the means,

and could suppose you at leisure to read them, I
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would send you some of her very natural and de-

scriptive^ and^ so far^ pleasing letters from England.

She seems to find much favour in the sight of the

strano:ers amono; whom she minoies.

I would have you read the last book I have been

reading myself,— Buchanan's Christian Researches

in Asia. They opened so wide a scene to me of new

territory^ hopes^ fears, and speculations, that they

robbed me of sleep, and aggravated, if not produced,

my nervous headache. You cannot think what an

expanse of sea and land, and how much of the past

and of the future, I have thus wandered over. 'Tis

well to have one's mind expanded, but mine was ab-

solutely distended. Go you, however, and see Jug-

gernaut and the black Jews, and fail not to weep

with me for Leyden, the admired, lamented Leyden.^

Adieu : I am^ always yours^

AxNE Grant.

Letter CXXY.
TO MR. JOHN IIENNING, ARTIST, LONDON.

My dear Henning,
Edinburgh, 20th January, 1812.

Would I could fill this httle paper with balm

and cordial for your afflicted sj^irit ! Mrs. Fletcher

took the deepest interest in your letter, and agreed

with me in tliinking it a fair and lively transcript of a

mind softened by feeling, lighted up by genius, and

hallowed by the pure and sa^ ing influence of a stead-

* The poet Leyden, whose death had recently taken place in the

East.
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fast faith in Him who is ever watchful over his own^

and whose tender mercies are over all his works. I

do not mean to corrupt you by flattery : Hamlet says^

^^ Why should the poor be flattered? " It is only the

poor in spirit that require tliis aid to their conscious

insignificance.

I perfectly understand the transitions of your mind

by the workings of my own. You are by turns san-

guine and gloomy; that is to say^ you are gloomy

because you are sanguine. The number of powerful

and distinguished friends you have already acquired

raise hopes in your naturally elastic mind^ which are

frustrated by the delay which is the necessary conse-

quence of their endless avocations. The heavy pres-

sure of the claims upon you render this delay almost

fatal to your hopes ; and your resources in the mean

time dry up : then you get into the slough of Despond^

and think you will never get out of it. But again I

say unto you^ rejoice in the midst of tribulation.

We will not suffer your children to want a present

supply ; nor will He^ in whom you trusty suffer you or

them to want a future supply^ though jour faith and

j)atience be severely tried in the mean time.

I thank you for your picture of the Princess

Charlotte^ and hope you will be equally minute in the

next interview. You said and did precisely what you

ought., and always will^ when^ as on this occasion^ you
act from your own good feelings^ without ambitious

imitation^ or that mean awe of '^^ clay to clay " which

Young reprobates. I know you will be respectful^

because you will feel the respect for high place which

is proper and useful to give due vfeight to legitimate
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rank ; but you will neither feel nor feign the servility

of little minds. I am much pleased with our young

Princess in your unembellished picture of her. Tell

me all when you have more to tell^ for I feel a very

deep interest in her.

I meant only three or four hnes^ but cannot con-

clude without thanking you for your portrait of your

excellent friend Mr. Tulloch^ which it did my heart

good to contemplate. Those Christian heroes whose

silent acts of magnanimity are recorded in the Book

of Life^ and passed over by their fellow-mortals in the

eagerness of worldly pursuits^ always shed sweet in-

fluence over my spirit^ even when known in this

casual manner. What a happiness to you " to meet

with and greet with'' such a kindred spirit. Now do

not stretch your generous abstinence too far: I am
sure you are happier at home and busy^ than dining

with fine people. I should call you selfish if you had

not so many selves; yet^ for the sake of all those

selves^ you must sometimes give yourself to those

parties. The world is clamorous and busthng ; if

you are not sometimes seen you will be forgot ; and

when such people mean to be kind they do not like

to have their kindness slighted. Write to me soon,

easily and fully ; it will reheve your mind, and gra-

tify your sincere and cordial friend,

Anne Grant.

end of the eirst volume.

London :

Printed by A. SpoTTls^vooDE,
New- Street- Square.
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CATALOGUE.

ADAIR (SIR ROBERT) —AN HISTORICAL MEMOIR OF A MISSION
TO THE COURT OF VIENNA IN 1806. By the Right Honorable Sir Robert Adair, G.C.B.
With a Selection from his Despatches, published by permission of the proper Authorities.
8vo. 18*. cloth.

** Sir Robert Adair's valuable Memoir needs no commendation. Its obvious utiiitr/y the
nature of its contents^ and the name of the author, will command the notice and appreciation
of statesmen and historians."—Atheua^um.

'* The vindication of Mr. Foi'jfrom the observations oj Mr. Gentz and others, iscomplete

;

and the Memoir is altogether a work which must be deferred to by future historians as the
authority on the important affairs of which it treats.''—T?iWs Magazine.

AIKIN.-THE LIFE OF JOSEPH ADDISON.
Illustrated by many of his Letters and Private Papers never before published. By Lucy
Aikin. 2 vols, post 8vo. udth Portrait from Sir Godfrey Kneller's Picture. I85. cloth.

*'/n the execution of her labour. Miss j4ikin has e^rercised praiseworthy diligence; she
has ransacked among thosefine and incjrhaustible sources of personal and national interest
—family papers, and has succeeded in rescuing from the obscurity of worm-eaten chests,
and from the bondage of red tape, many documents which throw light on the most doubtful
parts of Addison's history, and relieve his character from the reproaches attempted to be cast
on it. She has produced, both in style and matter, a very interesting work, creditable to her
feelings and talents, and honourable to her industry.''''—Britannia.

ALLAN.—A PICTORIAL TOUR IN THE MEDITERRANEAN;
Comprising Malta, Dalmatia, Tuj-key, Asia Minor, Grecian Archipelago, Egypt, Nubia,
Greece, Ionian Islands, Sicily, Italy, and Spain. By J. H. Allan, Member of the Athenian
Archaeological Society, and of the Egyptian Society of Cairo. Imp. 4to. containing upwards
of 40 Lithographed Drawings, and /O Wood Engravings, 3/. 35. cloth.

**4 most artist-like and interesting work, full of beautiful views, and interspersed with
many charming woodcuts of scenery and antiquities.'^—Literary Gazette.

ADDISON.—THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.
By C.G. Addison, of the Inner Temple. 2d Edition, enlarged, 1 vol. square crown 8vo.
with Illustrations, I85. cloth.

ADDISON.—THE TEMPLE CHURCH IN LONDON :

Its History and Antiquities. By C. G. Addison, Esq., of the Inner Temple, author of **The
History of the Knights Templars." Square crown 8vo. with 6 Plates, 6*. cloth.

Also,
A FULL AND COMPLETE GUIDE, HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE, TO THE

TEMPLE CHURCH. (From Mr. Addison's '* History of the Temple Church.") Square
crown 8vo. Is. sewed.

AMY HERBERT.
By a Lady. Edited by the Rev. "William Sewell, B.D. of Exeter College, Oxford. 2 vols.
foolscap 8vo. 95. cloth.

*** Ajny Herbert' paints nature to the life. It is by * a Lady,* for whose soundness Mr.
Sewell is sponsor. It is admirably adapted for the young of the higher classes, and we
sincerely hope it may not be the fair author'^s last production.''—Christian Remembrancer.

BAILEY.-ESSAYS ON THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH,
And on the Progress of Knowledge. By Samuel Bailey, author of '

' Essays on the Formation
and Publication of Opinions, '' ** Berkeley's Theory of Vision," etc. 2d Edition, revised
and enlarged, 8vo. 9». 6rf. cloth.

** Mr. Bailey is an admirable writer, both as to the general tone of thought and setitiment,
and as to his style, which is clear, forcible, and elegant. On the class of subjects to which he
has chiefly directed his attention, no man writes what is more worthy of being read, or what
is acceptable to a larger class of readers. The peculiar quality of his powerjul essays is the
practical and useful conviction they produce of truths as obvious as they are important, but
which are strangely neglected by the majority of mankind. We do not ojten meet with a book
which we can more strongly recommend.''''—inquirer.

BAILLIE S (JOANNA) NEW DRAMAS.
3 vols. 8vo. \l. 16s. boards.

BAILLIE'S (JOANNA) PLAYS ON THE PASSIONS.
3 vols.Svo. \l. \\s. 6d. boards.

BAKEWELL.—AN INTRODUCTION TO GEOLOGY,
Intended to convey Practical Knowledge of the Science, and comprising the most important
recent Discoveries ; with Explanations of the Facts and Phenomena which serve to confirm or
invalidate various Geological Theories. By Robert Bakewell. Fifth Edition, considerably
enlarged, Svo.with numerous Plates and Woodcuts, ?\8. cloth.

BALMAIN.-LESSONS ON CHEMISTRY,
For the Use of Pupils in Schools, Junior Students in Universities, and Readers who wish to
learn the fundamental Principles and leading Facts: with Questions for Examination,
Glossaries of Chemical Terms and Chemical Symbols, and an Index. By Williftjn H. Balraain.
With numerous Woodcuts, illustrative of the Decompositions, foolscap 8vo. 6s. clotli.
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imens of

BAYLDON.-ART OF VALUING RENTS AND TILLAGES,
And the Tenant's Right of Entering and Quitting Farms, explained by several Specimens or

Valuations; and Remarks on the Cultivation pursued on Soils in different Situations.

Adapted to the Use of Landlords, Land-Agents, Appraisers, Farmers, and Tenants. By
J. S. Bayldon. 6th Edition, corrected and revised by John Donaldson, Land-Steward, author
of a *' Treatise on Manures and Grasses." 8vo. 10s. 6rf. cloth.

BAYLDON.— TREATISE ON THE VALUATION OF PROPERTY FOR
THE POOR'S RATE; showing the Method of Rating Lands, Buildings, Tithes, Mines,

Woods, Navigable Rivers and Canals, and Personal Property; with an Abstract of the

Poor Laws relating to Rates and Appeals. By J. S. Bayldon, author of '* Rents and
Tillages.'' 1 vol. 8vo. Is, 6rf. boards.

BEALE (ANNE)-THE VALE OF THE TOWEY ;

Or, Sketches in South Wales. By Anne Beale. Post 8vo. 105. 6rf. cloth.
** The perusal of this ugrerahle volume of Sketches has afforded us considerable amusement.

Miss Beale is a lively and iutellii^ent chronicler^ who tells her stories in a manner to make
them run on smooth and pleasantly .''^—United Service Gazette.

BEDFORD CORRESPONDENCE. — CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN,
FOURTH DUKE OF BEDFORD, selected from the Originals at Woburn Abbey: with
Introductions by Lord John Russell. Svo. vol. 1 (1742-48), 185. cloth; vol. 2 (1749-6J), 15s. cl.

** The second volume includes a correspondence kavinff relation to the period from the
Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle to the death of George II. Its most remarkable portion bears
upon an important question, on which there still exist some differences of opinion^ viz. the
intrigues which led to the junction of the Duke of Newcastle and Pitt, in 1757. The letters

respecting the state of Ireland under the f^'iceroyalty of the Duke of Bedford alsOy are not a
little interesting.'^—Morning^ Herald.

** P^ol. III. to complete the work, is in preparation.
BELL.—LIVES OF THE MOST ESVIINENT ENGLISH POETS.

By Robert Bell, Esq. 2 vols, foolscap 8vo. with VigTiette Titles, 125. cloth.

BELL.—THE HISTORY OF RUSSIA,
From the Earliest Period to the Treaty of Tilsit. By Robert Bell, Esq. 3 vols, foolscap Svo.
with Vignette Titles, I85. cloth.

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
Of the Society for the Ditfusioii of Useful Knowledge. Half-volumes. 1 to 7- (AA to

Az-Zubeydi —comprising the letter A) . Svo. 12«, each, cloth.
*»* Published Quarterly.— The work will probably not exceed Thirty Volumes.

** yVe have carefully eaamined the articles tinder letter A, now completed, and have no
reason to complain of any want of uniformity. There seems to have been, on the whole, a
judicious apportioning of space, according to the importance of the individual. In order to

secure this necessary uniformity^ a society^ which had no pecuniary profit as its end, was
more likely to succeed than a private publisher, or body of publishers. In style, executiov,
and completeness, the lives arefar superior to those ofany biographical dictionary with which
we are acquainted. The only one, indeed, with which, for completeness, it can be compared,
is the French * Biographie Universele,'' but in this respect it has very greatly the advan-
tage." \_The reviewer institutes a comparison in favour of the English work, too long to be

quoted, and ends his paratrraph as foliates :'\—" iSo that the Society's Dictioytary must be

regarded as a labour not only for Great Biitain, but for Europe. In all the articles there

are two points in which they are fuller and more accurate than any previous work of the

kind; and these are, the titles, dates, and places of publication of books, and their editions,

a7td the sourcesfrom whence the materials have been derivedfor the biography.'"—Athenaeum.

BLACK—A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BREWING.
Based on Chemical and Economical Principles : with Formulae for Public Brewers, and

Instructions for Private Families. By William Black. Third Edition, revised and cor-

rected, with considerable Additions. ' The Additions revised by Professor Graham, of the

London University. 8vo. IO5. 6rf. cloth.
** This comprehensive and informing essay will be found invaluable to the practical brewer

and private families; to the former we recommend it as a work ably treating of their art;

to the latter, as one which they will Jind an efficient and correct guide. This edition fully

bears out the statement on the title-page— that it has been * much enlarged and improved.'"'
Chemist.

BLAINE.~AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF RURAL SPORTS;
Or, a complete Account, Historical, Practical, and Descriptive, of Hunting, Shooting, Fishmg,

Racing, and other Field Sports and Athletic Amusements of the present day. By Delabere

P. Blaine, Esq., author of " Outlines of the Veterinary Art,'^ *' Canine Pathology," etc. etc.

With nearly 600 Engravings on Wood, by R. Branston, from Drawings by Aiken, T. Land-

seer, Dickes, etc. "
1 thick vol. Svo. 2/. 105. cloth.

BLAIR'S CHRONOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL TABLES,
From the Creation to the present Time: with Additions and Corrections from the most authftn-

tic Writers ; including the Computation of St. Paul, as connecting the Period from the

Exode to the Temple. Under the revision of Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., Principal Librarian of

the British Museum. Imperial Svo. 31s. Q,d. half-bound morocco.
<* The arrangement adopted in this extended edition of Dr. Blair's valuable work is most

admirable; each table comprisimr the space of half a century, and exhibiting, in parallel
columns, contemporary kings and rulers, the chief events that marked the history of their

tiui'', and the most celebrated characters who flourished in their age. As an aid to the study

of history, and as a general work of reference, the tables are of great utility; and we are

satisfied that, as their merit becomes knoirn, no one to whom they are accessible will ever take

up a history without hiving tliis volume oven before him. It is to our view an indispensable
companion to every collection of history, however small.'"- Britannia

'A-
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BLOOMFIELD.—HISTORY OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR.
By Thucydides. Newly Translated into English, and accompanied with very copious
Notes, Philoloirical and Explanatory, Historical and Geographical. By the Rev. S. T.
Bloomfield, D.D. F.S.A. 3 vols, 8vo. with Maps and Plates, 2/. 5». boards.

BLOOMFIELD.-HISTORY OF THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR.
By Thucydides. A New Recension of the Text, with a carefully amended Punctuation ; and
copious Notes, Critical, Philological, and Explanatory, almost entirely original, but partly

selected and arranged from the best Expositors : accompanied with full Indexes, both of

Greek Words and Pnrases explained, and matters discussed in the Notes. The whole illus-

trated by Maps and Plans, mostly taken from actual Surveys. By the Rev. S.T. Bloomfield,

D.D. F.S.A. 2 vols. 8vo. 385. cloth.

BLOOMFIELD.-THE GREEK TESTAMENT:
With copious English Notes, Critical, Philological, and Explanatory. By the Rev. S. T.
Bloomfield, D.D. F.S.A. 5th Edit, improved, 2 vols. 8vo. with a Map of Palestine, 405. cloth.

BLOOMFIELD.-COLLECE AND SCHOOL GREEK TESTAMENT;
With English Notes. By the Rev. S.T. Bloomfield, D.D. Third Edition, greatly enlarged

and very considerably improved, accompanied with a New Map of Syria and Palestine,

adapted to the New Testament and Josephus, and an Index of Greek Words and Phrases

explained in the Notes. 12mo. IO5. 6rf. cloth.

BLOOMFIELD.— GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON TO THE NEW
TESTAMENT: especially adapted to the use of Colleges, and the Higher Classes in Public

Schools; but aiso intended as a convenient Manual for Biblical Students in general. By
Dr. Bloomfield. Foolscap Svo. 95. cloth.

BOY'S OWN BOOK (THE):
A Complete Encyclopsedia of all the Diversions, Athletic, Scientific, and Recreative, of Boy-

hood and Youth. 20th Edition, square 12mo., with many Engravings on Wood, 6s. boards

BRANDE.-A DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, AND ART;
Comprising the Histor}', Description, and Scientific Principles of every Branch of Human
Knowledge ; with the Derivation and Definition of all the Terms in general use. Edited by

VV T Brande, F.R.S.L. and E. ; assisted by Joseph Cauvin, Esq. 1 he various departments

are by Gentlemen of eminence in each. 1 very thick vol. Svo. pp. 1352. Illustrated by Wood-
engravings, dl. cloth. London, 1842.

BRAY.-THE PHILOSOPHY OF NECESSITY; ^^ . ,^ . « rn i.
Or, the Law of Consequences as applicable to Mental, Moral, and Social Science. By Charles

Bray. 2 vols. Svo. 155. cloth.

BREWSTER.-TREATISE ON OPTICS.
, ,, , « v- o.^.th

By Sir David Brewster, LL.D. F.R.S. etc. New Edition. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. Vignette Title,

and 176 Woodcuts, 6s. cloth.

BRITTON-THE ORIGINAL PICTURE OF LONDON : ^^ ^ ,

With a Description of its Environs. Re-edited and mostly re written, by J. Britton, F.S.A. etc.

28th Edition, with upwards of 100 Views of Public Buildings, Plan of the Streets, and Two
Maps, 18mo. 95. neatly bound ; with the Maps only, 65. bound.

BULL.-HINTS TO MOTHERS,

Phys.^.— ^..-- . - r tu
and considerably enlarged. Foolscap Svo. /5. clotn.

BULL.-THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN^
In HEALTH and DISEASE. By Thomas Bull, M.D. Foolscap Svo. /5. cloth.

** Ewcellent guides, and deserve to be S-^«f«^'.v;.*"^ «'/'.• -it,.^ Johnson's Medico-Chirurgical Review.

BURDER.-ORIENTAL CUSTOMS,
, n h. a m ^h FHw^.n

Applied to the Illustration of the Sacred Scriptures. By Samuel Burder, A.M. 3d Edition,

with additions, foolscap Svo. S5. 6rf. cloth.

CONTENTS.
and Beasts—Birds, Insects, and Reptiles-
Fruit and Wine—kings and Government—
^ar — Punishments — Religion — Time and
Seasons—Medicine—Funerals, etc

.

Houses and Tents-Marriage- Children— Ser-

vants—Food and Drink— Dress and Clothing
— Presents and Visiting— Amusements-
Books and Letters— Hospitality—Travelling
—Respect and Honour—Agriculture—Cattle

BURNS.-THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY;
. ^ ,. .

Containing the Doctrines, Duties, Admonitions, and Consolations of the Christian Religion.

By John Burns, M.D. F.R.S. 5th Edition, 12mo. 7s. boards.

CONTENTS.
Man is created for aFuture State of Happiness

;

the Future State of Happiness ; of Personal

on the Means by which a Future State of Duties; of Relative Duties ;
of the L>uties

Happiness is procured ; of what is required Men owe to God ; of the Admonitions ana

of Man that he may obtain a Future State of Consolations afiforded by the Christian ue-

Happiness; of the Nature of the Future ligion.

State of Happiness ; of the Preparation for
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BURNS.—CHRISTIAN FRAGMENTS;
Or, Remarks on the Nature, Precepts, and Comforts of Religion. By John Burns, M.D.
F.R.S. Professor of Surgery in the University of Glasgow, ftuthor of **The Principles of
Christian Philosophy." Foolscap 8vo. 5s. cloth.

** Fifty-sia,', more or less ea^tended^ * Fragments,^ on various doctrinal, experimental ^ and
practical subjects. The author manifests throughout a sound judgment, a cultivated literary
taste, and, best of all, a heart deeply iynpressed with the solemn realities of religion. Hia
sentiments are evangelical, and his spirit devofct. Some of the * Fragments' referring to

suffering, sickness, and death, and written, as the author informs us, under a recent deep
aj/liction, are peculiarly spiritual and profitable.'''—Watchman.

BUTLER.^SKETCH OF ANCIENT AND IVIODERN GEOGRAPHY.
By Samuel Butler, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry; and formerly Head
Master of Shrewsbury School. New Edition, revised by his Son, 8vo. 98. boards.

The present edition has been careftilly revised by the author'^s son, and such alterations
introduced as continually progressive discoveries and the latest information rendered neces-
sary. Recent Travels have been constantly consulted where any doubt or difficulty seemed to
require it; and some additional matter has been added, both in the ancient and modern part.

BUTLER.-ATLAS OF IVIODERN GEOGRAPHY.
By the late Dr. Butler. New Edition ; consisting of Twenty-three coloured Maps, from a
New Set of Plates. 8vo. with Index, 125. half-bound.

BUTLER.-ATLAS OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY;
Consisting of Twenty-three coloured Maps. With Index. By the late Dr. Butler. New
Edition. 8vo. 125. half-bound.

*»• The above two Atlases may be had, in One Volume^ Ato. 245. half-bound,

CALLCOTT.-A SCRIPTURE HERBAL:
By Lady Callcott. Square crown 8vo, pp.568,With upwards of 120 Wood Engravings.

l/,5s. cloth.

*** My chief object and aim in writing this little book,'' commences the amiable and noble
authoress, * has been to induce those who read and love God's written Word, to read and love
the great unwritten book which he has everywhere spread abroad for our learning.^ The * chief
object and aim^ of this pious and gifted woman cannot fail in its object, hidecd, we may
almost to a certainty pronounce for this labour of her devotional love a success which her most
Christian sanguine tcishes could not have anticipated for it. The authoress has termed it n
small book, and may have atfirst intended it as such; it is gratifying that it is otherwise, for
a single page could not be spared, so redolent is each with the best of material. It is remarked
in the preface that the work was written while the body was in a state of ill health— what a
contrast must the spirit have presented 1 May it long direct the head atid hand to add thus to our
useful literature. —Standard.

ROSE OF TISTELON :

By Emilie Carleu. Translated from the original Swedish.

^:

CARLEN (EMILIE)-THE
A Tale of the Swedish Coast.
2 vols, post 8vo. 2I5. boards.

** There are a vigour and a rapidity of action, and an artist-like skill displayed in working
out the events of this clever story, which make it very attractive, and sustain the reader's
interest unbroken from the first to the last page.'''—Ma.irazine of Domestic Economy.

CATLOW.-POPULAR CONCHOLOGY;
Or, the Shell Cabinet Arranu^ed : being an Introduction to the modern System of Concholog)';
with a sketch of tlie Natural History of the Animals, an account of the Formation of the
Shells, and a complete Descriptive List of the Families and Genera. By Agnes Catlow.
1 vol. fcap. Svo. with 312 Woodcuts, 10s. 6d. cloth.

** This admirable little teork is designed to facilitate the study of natttral history , daily
becoming more attractive, not only from ita intrinsic interest, but also from its multiplied
relations with geology. It will furnish the young entomologist with an elejnentary manual,
tchich, though scientific in its form, is, by the simplicity of its method, and the familiarity of
its style, calculated effectually to assist him in the early steps of his progress in thisfascinating
pursuit."— St. James s Chronicle.

CHALENOR.-POETICAL REMAINS OF MARY CHALENOR.
Fcp. Svo. 45. cloth.

CHALENOR. -WALTER GRAY,
A Ballad, and other Poems ; including the Poetical Remains of Mary Chalenor. 2d Edition,
with Additions, fcp. Svo. 65. cloth.

**/*
'A*^

sjm/^/^flwrf spontaneous effusions of a mind apparentlyfiled with feelings which
render the fireside happy, and untiuctured with affectation or verbiage, they may with benefit
be received into the 'happy homes of England; and offered as a gift to the youthful of both
5rav5.'—Chambers' Edinburgh JournaJ. y j

j

CHINA.—THE LAST YEAR IN CHINA,
To the Peace of Nanking: as sketched in Letters to his Friends, by a Field Officer actively
employed in tha Country. With a few concluding Remarks on our Past and Future Policy
in China. 2d Edition, revised. Foolscap Svo. with Map, 75. cloth

^^KFA^N%^N^^rV~'^i^'^^t"i^ "r*^^ EMPEROR CHING TIN IN

D^D.^'o v^f^'j^osi ^^^, i^r'rh.
"^^-^"^^^^^^ ^>' ^^"^ s^-

^
-^^ ^ p-*-<^ ^y-— L^^^^'

y These rambles oj the Haroun Alrasrhid of the Celestial Empire give a very curious, and,

-M
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CHORLEY—MUSIC AND MANNERS IN FRANCE AND GERMANY:
A Series of Travelling Sketches of Art and Society. By H. F. Chorley, Esq., author of< Couti," 3 vols, post 8vo. 31s. 6rf. boards.

CLAVERS.—FOREST LIFE.
By Mary Clavers, an Actual Settler; autnor of *' A New Home, Who'll Follow?^* 2 vols,
fcap. 8vo. pp. 642, 125. cloth.

COLTON.—LACON ; OR, MANY THINGS IN FEW WORDS.
By the Rev. C. C. Colton. New Edition, 8vo. 12*. cloth.

CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY.
9th Edition, improved, pp.302, foolscap Svo. with 22 Plates, 7». 6rf. cloth ; with the Plates
coloured, 12a. cloth.

The object of this work is to enable children and young persons to acquire a knowledge of
the vegetable productions of their native country, by introducing to them, in a familiar
manner, the principles of the LinntBan System of Botany. For thispurpose, the arrangement
of Linnceus is briefly explained; a native plant of each class, with a few eaceptions, is

examined, and illustrated by an engraving ; and a short account is added of some of the
principalforeign species.

CONVERSATIONS ON MINERALOGY.
With Plates, engraved by Mr. and Mrs. Lowry, from Original Drawings. 3d Edition, enlarged.
2 vols. 12mo. 14*. cloth.

COOLEY.—THE HISTORY OF MARITIME AND INLAND DISCOVERY.
By W. D. Cooley, Esq. 3 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, 185. cloth.

COPLAND.—A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE;
Comprising General Pathology, the Nature and Treatment of Diseases, Morbid Structures,
and the Disorders especially incidental to Climates, to Sex, and to the different Epochs of
Life, with numerous approved Formula? of the Medicines recommended. By James Copland,
M.D., Consulting Physician to Queen Charlotte's Lying-in Hospital ; Senior Physician to the
Royal Infirmary for Children ; Member of the Royal College of Physicians, London ; of the
Medical and Chirurgical Societies of London and Berlin, etc. Vols. 1 and 2, Svo. 3/. cloth

;

and Part 9, 45. 6rf. boards. *»* To be completed in one more Volume.

CROCKER'S ELEMENTS OF LAND SURVEYING.
Fifth Edition, corrected throughout, and considerably improved and modernized, by
T. G. Bunt, Land Surveyor, Bristol. To which are added, TABLES OF SIX-FIGURE
LOGARITHMS, etc., superintended by Richard Farley, of the Nautical Almanac FLstablish-

ment. 1 vol. post 8vo. 12*. cloth.
*, The work throughout is entirely revised, and much new matter has been added; there

are new chapters, containing very full and minute Directions relatimr to the juodcrn
Practice of Surveying, both with and without the aid of angular instruments. The method
of Plotting Estates, and casting~_or computing their Areas, are described, etc. etc. The
chapter on Levelling also is new.

CROWE.—THE HISTORY OF FRANCE,
From the Earliest Period to the Abdication of Napoleon. By E. E. Crowe, Esq. 3 vols,
foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, I85. cloth.

DAHLMANN.-HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH REVOLUTION.
By F. C. Dahlmann, late Professor of History at the University of Gottiiigen. Translated
from the German, by H. Evans Lloyd. Svo. IO5. 6d. cloth.

^* Professor Dahlmajin^s book is, in short, a rapid sketch of the whole of what wc call the
Modern History of England, jrom its start at the Coronation of Henry the Sei^enth, to its

intermediate settlement at the Coronation of JVilUam the Third. We have no English smwj-
mnry of the history it relates so brief, compertdious, and impartial. M. Dahlmann is a very
earnest as well as intelligent writer; ajid the steady advance of the popular principle in

England, through an almost uninterrupted march of two centuries, is startlingly reflected it/

his clear and transparent relation. Mr. Lloyd's translation is very n>ell executed."—Examiner,

DAVY (SIR HUMPHRY).—AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY:
With Notes by Dr. John Davy, 6th Edition, Svo. with 10 Plates, 15s. cloth.

Animal Origin ; Manures of Mineral Origin,
or Fossil Manures ; Improvement of I>ands
by Burning; Experiments on the Nutritive
Qualities of different Grasses, etc.

Introduction; The General Powers of Matter
which Influence Vegetation : the Organiza-
tion of Plants ; Soils ; Nature and Constitu-
tion of the Atmosphere, and its Influence
on Vegetables ; Manures of Vegetable and

DE CUSTINE.—RUSSIA.
By the Marquis De Custine. Translated from the French. 2d Edition, 3 vols, post Svo.
Uls.ed. cloth.

** fVe are inclined to think—and it is a painful re/lection— that Mons. De Cfistiyie's remark-
able volumes contain a more accurate account of the state and condition of Russia than any
other work of recent date, without exception. The a?ithor hasmanifestly penetratfd through
that superficial glitter andgorgeous array which have blinded the eyes of too many travellers
to the imperfections and defects of this great empire, and has shewn it as it really is. To do
this in the case of Russia requires many and favourable opportunities of observatioti, con-
siderable shrewdness, and a courage and determination not easily to be daunted; all which
Monn. De Custine has proved himself to have possessed in an eminent degree; and the result
is, a wnik which those who are drsirous to know Russia as it really is, and not as it nould faiti
impose itself ou the world to be, wnuld do well to consult. We promise our readers equal
furprise and pleasure from the perusal of his very clever 600/?." — Gentleman's Mag.
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DE LA BECHE. -REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF CORNWALL, DEVON,
AND WEST SOMERSET. By Henry T. Dela-Beche, F.R.S. etc., Director of the Ordnance
Geolot,ncal Survey. Published by Order of the Lords Commissioners of H. M. Treasury.
8vo. with Maps, Woodcuts, and 12 large Plates, lis. cloth.

DE MORGAN.—AN ESSAY ON PROBABILITIES,
And on their Application to Life Contingencies and Insurance Offices. By Aug. De Morgan,
of Trinity College, Cambridge. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. vrith Vignette Title, 65. cloth.

DOCTOR (THE), ETC.
5 vols, post 8vo. 21. 128. 6d. cloth.

^'•Admirably as thr mystery of the ^Doctor' has been preserved up to the present moment^
there is no longer any reason for affecting secresy on the subject. The author is Robert
Southey ; he acknowledged the Jact shortly before his lust illness to his most confidential
friend, an M.P. of hirh character. In a private letter from Mrs. Southey, dated February
27,1843, she not only states the fact ^ but adds that the greater part of a sixth volume had
^one through the press, and that Southey looked forward to the pleasure of drawing her
into it as a contributor; giving herfull authority to affirm that her husband is the author.^'

Robert Bell, Esq., in The StoryTeller.
DOUDEIDGE.—THE FAMILY EXPOSITOR;

Or, a Paraphrase and Version of the New Testament : with Critical Notes, and a Practical
Improvement of each Section. By P. Doddridge, D.D. To which is prefixed, a Life of the
Author, by A. Keppis, D.D. F.R.S. and S.A. New Edition, 4vols. 8vo. 1/. 16*. cloth.

DONOVAN.—TREATISE ON CHEMISTRY.
By Michael Donovan, Esq. M.R.LA. Fourth Edition. 1vol. foolscap Svo. with Vignette
Title, 65. cloth.

DONOVAN.—A TREATISE ON DOMESTIC ECONOMY.
By M. Donovan, Esq. M.B .LA., Professor of Chemistry to the Company of Apothecaries in
Ireland. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, 125. cloth.

DOVER. -LIFE OF FREDERICK II. KING OF PRUSSIA.
By Lord Dover. 2d Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. with Portrait, 288. boards.

DRUMMOND.—FIRST STEPS TO BOTANY,
Intended as popular Illustrations of the Science, leading to its study as a branch of general
education. By J. L. Drummoud, M.D. 4th Edit. 12mo. with numerous Woodcuts, 9s. boards.

DUNHAM.-THE HISTORY OF THE GERMANIC EMPIRE.
By Dr. Dunham. 3 vols. foolscapSvo. with Vignette Titles, 18a. cloth.

THP: history of EUROPE during the history of POLAND. By Dr.
THE MIDDLE AGES. By Dr. Dunham.
4 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles,
1/. 4s. cloth.

THE HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTU-
GAL. By Dr. Dunham. 5 vols, foolscap Svo.
with Vignette Titles, 1/. 10s. cloth.

THE HISTORY OF SWEDEN, DENMARK,
AND NORWAY. By Dr. Dunham. 3 vols.
foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, ISs. cloth.

Dunham. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. with Vignette
Title, 6s. cloth.

THR LIVES OF THE EARLY AVRITERS
OF GREAT BRITAIN. By Dr. Dunham,
R. Bell, Esq., etc. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. with
Vignette Title, Gs cloth.

THE LIVES OF BRITISH DRAMATISTS.
By Dr. Dunham, R. Bell, Esq., efc. 2 vols.

foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, 125 cloth

EGERTON —A TREATISE ON PHOTOGRAPHY;
Containing the latest Discoveries appertaining to the Daguerreotype. Compiled from Com-
munications by MM. Daijuerre and Arago, and other Eminent Men of Science. By
N. P. Lerebours, Optician to the Observatory, Paris, etc. Translated by J. Egerton. Post
Svo. with Plate of Apparatus, 7*' ^^d. cloth.

** A trnnalation of M. Lerebours' celebrated * Treatise on Photography.' This work tcill be
peculiarly acceptable to the scientific irorid, contaiiiing^ as it doeSj the latest discoveries and
improvejnents in the art of which it treats; together with a vast variety of practical instruc-
tions, valuable hints respecting the choice of platesy apparatus^ etc.; indeed, all the details
and miiiutice necessary to lead to successful results.''— K:s.aijniu.eT.

ELLIOTSON.—HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY:
With which is incorporated much of the Elementary Part of the "Institutiones PhysiologicaB"
of J. F. Blumenbach, Professor in the University of Gottingen. By John Elliotson, M.D.
Cantab. F.R.S. Fifth Edition. Svo., with numerous Wood-cuts, 2/. 2s. cloth.

ENGLISHMAN'S HEBREW AND CHALDEE CONCORDANCE OF
THE OLD TESTAMENT; being an attempt at a Verbal Connexion between the Original
and the English Translations: with Indexes, a List of the Proper Names and their occur-
rcncis, etc. etc. 2 vols, royal Svo. cloth, 3/ 13s. 6d ; large paper, 4/. 14s. 6d.

" The labour bestowed upon this important work has seldom^ we should suppose^ been
equalled; and we have the fullest conviction, from the tnereli/ cursory eo'amination we are
able to give to such a stupendous task, that the result justifies all the labour, time, and
jnoney expended upon it. Indeed, the whole book bears the most palpable evidence of honest
carejulncss and unwearied diligence — the points of prifue worth in a Concordance; and
wherever we have dipped into its pages fabout 18U0 , we have, in every case, had our opinion
of its neatness, accuracy, and lucid order, confirmed and increased.''—hitersiry Gazette.

FAREY.-A TREATISE ON THE STEAM-ENGINE,
Historical, Practical, and Doscriptive. By John Farey, Engineer. 4to. Illustrated by
numerous Woodcuts, and 25 Copper-plates. 5/. 5s. in boards

°

FERGUS.-THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
From the Discovery of America to the Election of General Jackson to the Presidency. By the
Rev. H. Fergus. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, 12s. cloth.
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FIELD - POSTHUfVSOUS EXTRACTS FROM THE VETERINARY
RECORDS OF THE LATE JOHN FIELD. Edited by his Brother, William Field, Vete-
rinaty Surg-eon, London. 8vo. 8*. boards.

"^ collection of remarhnble cases of disease in the horse^ observed by the late Mr. Field,

during his e.rtensive practice ; with a few papers 07i particular diseases^ either read before the

Veterinary Medical Society^ or^ seemingly ^ sketched with that end in view. To pass a decided
judgment on the veterinary value of the volume is beyond our power ; but the cases appear to

be noted with great clearness in th^ir symptoms, treatment, and post-mortem ea'aminatio7i.

We should conceive the work likely to be of considerable use to veterinary S7irgeons,—who,

luchv people ! do not as yet appear overburdened with books on their business ; and not with-

out interest to the medical practitioner, who loould study comparative surgery as well as

comparative awa^omy."— Spectator.

FORD.-THE NEV/ DEVOUT COMMUNICANT,
According to the Church of En^^land : containing- an Account of the Institution, Prayers, and
Meditations, before and after tfte Administration, and a Companion at the Lord's Table. By
the Rev. James Ford, B.D. 7th Edit., ISmo. 2*. 6d. bound in cloth, gilt edges; fcap.Svo.
3j. 6rf. bound.

FORD,—A CENTURY OF CHRISTIAN PRAYERS.
On FAITH, HOPE, and CHARITY: with a Morning and Everting Devotion. By the Rev.
James Ford, B.D. 3d Edition, ISmo. 45. cloth.

FORSTER.-STATESMEN OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND.
With an Introductory Treatise on the Popular Progress in English History. By John Forster,

Esq. 5 vols, foolscap Svo. with Original Portraits of Pym, Eliot, Hampden, Cromwell, and an
Historical Scene after a Picture by Cattermole, 1/. IO5. cloth.

The Introductory Treatise, intended as an Introduction to the Study of the Great Civil War in

the Seventeenth Century, separately, price 2s. 6rf. sewed.

The above 5 vols, form Mr. Forster's Portion of the Lives of Eminent British Statesmen, by Sir

James Mackintosh, the Right Hon. T. P. Courtenay, and John Forster, Esq. 7 vols, foolscap
Svo. with Vignette Titles, 2/. 25. cloth.

FOSBROKE.—A TREATISE ON THE ARTS, MANNERS, MANUFAC-
TURES, and INSTITUTIONS of the GREEKS and ROMANS. By the Rev. T. D. Fosbroke,
etc. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, 12». cloth.

FRANKUM. — DISCOURSE ON THE ENLARGED AND PENDULOUS
ABDOMEN, shewing it to be a Visceral Affection, attended with Important Consequences
in the Human Economy; with cursory Obsei-vations on Diet, Exercise, and the General
Management of Health; for the use of the Dyspeptic. By Richard Frankum, Esq. Surgeon.
The Second Edition, augmented, with a Dissertation on Gout, suggesting new Physiological
Views as to its Cause, Prevention, and the best Course of Treatment. Fcap. Svo. 55. cloth.

GLEIG.—LIVES OF THE MOST EMINENT BRITISH MILITARY COM-
MANDERS. By the Rev. G. R. Glcig. 3 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, 18s. cloth.

GLENDINNING — PRACTICAL HINTS ON THE CULTURE OF THE
PINEAPPLE. By R. Glendinning, Gardener to the Right Hon. LordRolle, Bictou. 12mo.
with Plan of Pinery, 53. cloth.

GOOD.—THE BOOK OF NATURE.
A Popular Illustration of the General Laws and Phenomena of Creation. By John Mason
Good, M.D. F.R.S. etc. 3d Edition, corrected, 3 vols, foolscap Svo. 24s. cloth.

GRAHAM.-ENCLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION
explained in a Series of Instructions and Examples. By G. F. Graham. 2d Edition, revised
and improved. Foolscap Svo. /s. cloth.

GRAHAM.—HELPS TO ENGLISH GRAMMAR;
Or, Easy Exercises for Young Children. By G. F. Graham, author of ''English, or the Art
of Composition." Foolscap Svo. illustrated with Engravings on Wood, 3s. cloth.

*' Well adapted for the instruction of young childreuyfor whose use it is especially designed.'^
Athenaeum.

GRANT (MRS., OF LAGGAN). — MEMOIR AND CORRESPONDENCE
of the late Mrs. Grant, of Laggan, author of *' Letters from the Mountains," ** Memoirs of
an American Lady,'^ etc. etc. Comprising Sketches of the Society and Literary Characters
of Edinburgh for nearly the last thirty years. Edited by her Sou, J. P. Grant, Esq. 3 vols,
post Svo. with Portrait, 3ls. 6c?. cloth.

*• With sketches equally graceful,'^ [with that of Campbell, quoted,'] ^* of Scott and Jeffery,
of JVordsv'orth and Southey, and Wilson and Brown, and Brewster and Chalmers, and the
early contributors to Blackwood, we coidd have Jilled our limited space, without robbing
these volumes of their interest, so replete are they xcith opinions of men and thi7igs, and so
abundant in lojty sentiment and sincere piety. ''^—Ailas.

GRATTAN.—THE HISTORY OF THE NETHERLANDS,
From the Invasion by the Romans to the Belgian Revolution in 1830. By T. C. Grattan, Esq.
1 vol. foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, Gs. cloth.

GRAY.-FIGURES OF MOLLUSCOUS ANIMALS,
Selected from various x\uthors. Etched for the Use of Students, By Maria Emma Gray.
Vol. I. pp. 40, with 78 plates of Figures, 12s. cloth.
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GRAY AND MITCHELL'S ORNITHOLOGY.—THE GENERA OF BIRDS;
Comprising their Generic Characters, a Notice of the Habits of each Genus, and an exteii-

sive List of Species, referred to their several Genera. By George Robert Gray, Acad. Imp.

Georg. Florent. Soc. Corresp. Senior Assistant of the Zoological Department, British

Museum; and author of the ** List of the Genera of Birds/' etc. etc. Illustrated with 350

imperial 4to. Plates, by David William Mitchell, B.A.

In course of publication in Monthly Farts^ 10». 6d. each; each Part consisting g-enerallt/ of
Four imperial quarto coloured Plates and Three plain, and accompanying Letterpress;

giving the Generic Characters, short Remarks on the Habits, and a List of Species of each

Genus as complete as possible. The uncoloured Plates will contain the Characters of all the

Genera of the various Sub-families, consisting of numerous details of Heads, Wings, and Feet,

as the case may require, for pointing out their distinguishing Characters.
•»* The Work will not ea-ceed Fifty Monthly Parts. No. 6 will be published on the

1st of October.

GREENER.—THE GUN;
Or, a Treatise on the various Descriptions of Small Fire Arms. By \V. Greener, Inventor of
an Improved Methodof Firing Cannon by Percussion, etc. 8vo. with Illustrations, 155. boards.

GREENER.—SCIENCE OF GUNNERY,
As applied to the use and Construction of Fire Arms. By William Greener, author of *'The
Gun, '^ etc. With numerous Plates, 15». cloth.

GREENWOOD (COL.)—THE TREE-LIFTER;
Or a New Method of Transplanting Trees. By Col. Geo. Greenwood. 8vo. with an Illus-

trative Plate, 7«' cloth.

GUi:ST.—THE MABINOGION,
From the Llyfr Coch o Hergest, or Red Book of Hergest, and other ancient Welsh MSS.
with an English Translation and Notes. By Lady Charlotte Guest. Royal 8v'0. 8s. each.

Part 1.—The Lady of the Fountain.
Part2.—Peredur Ab Evrawc ; a Tale of Chivalry.
Part 3. —The Arthurian Romance of Geraint, the Son of Erbin.
Part 4.—The Romance of Kilhwch and Olwen.
Part 5.—The Dream of Rhonabwy, and the Tale of Pwyll Prince of Dyved.

GWILT.^AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF ARCHITECTURE;
Historical, Theoretical, and Practical. By Joseph Gwilt, Esq., F.S A. Illustrated with
upwards of 1000 Engravings on Wood, from Designs by J. S. Gwilt. In 1 thick vol. Svo,

containing nearly 1300 closely-printed pages. 21 . 128. 6d. cloth.

^^(ywilt's Encyclopcedia ranks high as a work for professional students, containing the

mathematics of architecture, with copious details upon all the technicalities of the science.

It is a work which no professed architect or builder should be without.''''—Westminster Review.

HALL—NEW GENERAL LARGE LIBRARY ATLAS OF FIFTY-THREE
MAPS, on Columbier Paper ; with the Divisions and Boundaries carefully coloured. Con-
structed entirely from New Drawings, and engraved by Sidney Hall. New Edition, thoroug^hly

revised and corrected ; including all the Alterations rendered necessarj' by the recent Official

Surveys, the New Roads on the Continent, and a careful Comparison with the authenticated
Discoveries published in the latest Voyages and Travels. Folded in half. Nine Guineas, half-

bound in russia ; full size of the Maps, Ten Pounds, half-bound in russia.

*^ The following Maps have been re-engraved, from entirely new designs—Ireland, South
Africa, Turkey in Asia; the following have beeii materially improved—Switzerland, North
Italy, South Italy, Egypt, Central Germany, Southern Germany, Greece, Austria, Spain,
and Portugal ; a new map of China, corrected from the recent government survey of the coast

from Cantoti to Nankin (to which is appended the Province of Canton, on an enlarged scale,

in a separate compartment), has since been added.

HALSTED—LIFE AND TIMES OF RICHARD THE THIRD,
as Duke of Gloucester and King of England : in which all the Charges against him are care-

fully investigated and compared with the Statemenis of the Cotcmporary Authorities. By
Caroline A. Halsted, author of "The Life of Margaret Beaufort.'' 2 vols. Svo. with Portrait

from an Original Picture in the possession of the Right Honourable Lord Stafford, never
before engraved, and other Illustrations, 1/. 105. cloth.

** JVc consider Miss Halstead's work as one of the most interesting and able pieces of history
which has ever been presented to the world. The research which it manifests is most eactensive,
the arrangement clear and lucid, the style always animated and picturesque. Many new lights

are thrown on the career of Richard, many tiew facts elicited, and the injustice of four
centuries vindicated by thisintrepid and indefatigable champion of historical truth.'''

Metropolitan Magazine.

HANNAM.—THE ECONOMY OF WASTE MANURES:
A Treatise on the Nature and Use of Neglected Fertilizers. By John Hannam. Written
for the Yorkshire Agricultural Society, and published bv permission of the Counsel. Fcap.
S\o.Ss.6d. cloth.

" fVe consider this an invaluable treatise. It must prove of incalculable benejit to that class
to whom it is chiefly addressed By the general reader it will likewise be perused with no
common interest. It is a lucid, practical dc-monstration from beginning to end. The writer
is not only entirely master of his subject, but he has unfolded it in the most scientific, and, we
would add, logical manner. He has displayed so marked a precision in his c.rposition, that
the dullest capacity may at once comprehcnd'hismeaniug and the drift of his argument.^'—Atlas,

'^ _ _ Ay^<
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HAND-BOOK OF TASTE;
Or, How to Observe Works of Art, especially Cartoons, Pictures, and Statues. 2d Edition.
By Fabius Pit-tor, foolscap 8vo. 35. boards.

*< We have never met with a compendious treatise on arty and the principles which shotdd
guide taste in judging of its productions, that contained more e/rcellent matter than this
small unpretending volume. It is ea-pressly compiled for the instruction of the public^ and
with a view to that era in art which the decoration of the new Houses of Parliament^ and the
present display of the cartoons in Westminster Hally may he eapected to create. It exhibits
the opinions of the best artists and critics of all ases. It is 7iot intended to instruct the
student in art, though he may profit much by its lessons^ but to tell the observer how he
may judge of the productions of the fine arts. It is not flattering to set out with saying that
England^ in the art of design, is not only immeasurably behind Italy, but falls short of what
France aspires to, and Germany has accomplished ; but this is qualified by the admission that
England is, nevertheless, quite capable of efficient progress.''—Ta.iVs Magazine.

HANSARD.—TROUT AND SALMON FISHING IN WALES.
By G. A.Hansard, 12mo. 6s. 6d. cloth.

HARRIS—THE HIGHLANDS OF /ETHIOPIA;
Being the Account of Eig-hteen Mouths' Residence of a British Embassy to the Christian
Court of Shoa. By Major W. C. Harris, author of * < Wild Sports in Southern Africa," etc.
2d Edition. 3 vols. 8vo. with Map and Hlustrations, 21. 25. cloth.

"/?«> William Harris has produced a work of extraordinary interest and value ; a narrative
which will take a permanent place in the library, as the best authority ever yet given to the
world on all the subjects to which it relates. It has, moreover, for present readers, the charm
of perfect freshness and novelty. The writer's inquiries eatend to the minutest particulars of
the habits, manners, customs, political and social economy of the people, among whom he was
a welcomed viji^or.'^—Foreig^n and Colonial Review.

HAWKER.-INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUNG SPORTSMEN
In all that relates to Guns and Shooting-. By Lieut. Col. P. Hawker. 9th edition, corrected,
enlarged, and improved, with Eighty-five Plates and Woodcuts, by Adlard and Branston,
from Drawings by C. Varley, Dicks, etc. 2\s. cloth.

*' We have so often spoken favourably of preceding editions of this popular work, that we
need only notice the opportune 2)ublication of the Ninth, which has just made its appearance,
and which brings every branch of S]) or ting, in relation to the field and gun, down to the
present time ; giving interesting notes of whatever has been done in the way of change and
improvement. ~\AierQ.rj Gazette.

HENSLOW.— THE PRINCIPLES OF DESCRIPTIVE AND PHYSIOLO-
GICAL BOTANY. By J. S. Henslow, M.A. F.L.S. etc. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette
Title, and nearly 70 Woodcuts, 65. cloth.

HERSCHEL.—A TREATISE ON ASTRONOMY.
By Sir John Herschel. New Edition. 1 vol. fcap. 8vo. Vignette Title, 6.<f. cloth.

HERSCHEL.— A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY OF
NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. By Sir John Herschel. New Edition. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with
Vignette Title, 65. cloth.

HINTS ON ETIQUETTE AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETY:
With a Glance at Bad Habits. By KycaJyOQ, ** Manners make the Man.^' 23d Edition,

revised (with additions) by a Lady of Rank. Foolscap Svo. 2«. 6c?. handsomely bound infancy
cloth, gilt edges.

General Observations ; Introductions—Letters of Introduction—Marriage— Dinners—Smoking;
Snuff—Fashion—Dress—Music—Dancing— Conversation—Advice to Tradespeople—Visiting ;

Visiting Cards—Cards—Tattling—of General Society.

HOARE.—A DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT OF A NEW METHOD OF
PLANTING AND MANAGING THE ROOTS OF GRAPE VINES. By Clement Hoare,
author of ** A Treatise on the Cultivation of the Grape Vine on Open Walls. '^ 12mo 5s. cl.

*»* The facts, proved by experiments carried on by Mr. Hoare for a series of years, are
so extraordinary, that there is every reason to believe they will effect a complete revolution
in the planting offhe Grape Vine.

HOARE—A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CULTIVATION OF THE
GRAPE VINE ON OPEN WALLS. By Clement Hoare. 3d Edition, Svo. 7s. 6rf. cloth.

HOBBES.—ENGLISH WORKS OF THOMAS HOBBES,
Of Malmesbury; now first collected by Sir William Molesworth, Bart. Vol.10, contain-
ing the Translation of Homer's Iliad and Odyssey. Svo, IO5. cloth, to non-subscribers, 125.

Nine preceding Volumes have been published of the English and Latin Works. Vols. 8 and 9,
recently published, comprise the Translation of Thucydides.

HOLLAND.—PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION
;

Or, Considerations on the Course of Life. Translated from the French of Madame Necker de
Saussure. By Miss Holland. 3 vols, foolscap Svo. 195. 6rf. cloth.

•»* The Third Volume, forming an appropriate conclusion to thefirst two, separately ,7s. 6d.

HOLLAND.—A TREATISE ON THE MANUFACTURES IN METAL.
By John Holland, Esq. 3 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles, and about 300 Woodcuts,
I85. cloth.

m-
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HOLLAND.—MEDICAL NOTES AND REFLECTIONS.
By Henry Holland, M.D. F.R.S. etc. Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Physician
Extraordinary to the Queen, and Physician in Ordinary to His Royal Highness Prince Albert.
2d Edition, 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 654, 18*. cloth.

HOOKER.—THE BRITISH FLORA.
In 2 vols. Vol. L; comprising^ the Phajnogamous or Flowering Plants, and the Ferns. By Sir

William Jackson Hooker, K.H. LL.D. F.R.A. and L.S. etc. etc. etc. 5th Edition, with
Additions and Corrections; and 173 Fignres, illustrative of the Umbelliferous Plants, the

Composite Plants, the Grasses, and the Ferns. Vol. L Svo.pp. 502, with 12 Plates, 14«. plain
;

with the plates coloured, 24s. cloth.
Vol. II. in Two Parts, comprising the Cryptogarnia and the Fungi, completing the British
Flora, and forming Vol. V., Parts 1 and 2, of Smith's English Flora, 245. boards.

HOOKER.—ICONES PLANTARUIVl;
Or, Figures, with brief Descriptive Characters and Remarks, of New and Rare Plants,
selected from the Author's Herbarium. By Sir VV. J. Hooker, K.H. LL.D. etc. 4vols.8vo.
with 4(J0 Plates, 51. 12*. cloth.

HOOKER AND TAYLOR.—MUSCOLOGIA BRITANNICA.
Containing the Mosses of Great Britain and Ireland, systematically arranged and described;
with Plates, illustrative of the character of the Genera and Species. By Sir VV. J. Hooker
and T. Taylor, M.D. F.L.S. etc. 2d Edition, 8vo. enlarged, 31a. 6rf. plain ; 3/. 3*. coloured.

HORSLEY (BISHOP).—BIBLICAL CRITICISM ON THE FIRST FOUR-
TEEN HISTORICAL BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT; AND ON THE PIRST
NINE PROPHETICAL BOOKS. By Samuel Horsley, LL.D. F.R.S. F.A.S. Lord Bishop of
St. Asaph. Second Edition, containiiig Translations by the Author, never before published,
together with copious Indexes. 2 vols. 8vo. 30*. cloth.

HOWITT (MARY).—THE CHILD'S PICTURE AND VERSE BOOK,
Commonly called " Otto Speckter's Fable Book.'^ Translated by Mary Howitt. With French
and German on corresponding pages, and illustrated with 100 Engravings on Wood, by
G. F. Sargent. Square 12mo. IO5. 6d. boards.

'* Otto Speckter's illustrations are well calculated to please children; some by their truth,
others by their humour. The versesy too, are in a kindly spirit—some sly—soyne chiming iv

those coial-andbells measures which ou^ht never to be out of the ear of such as write for the
very young. Mrs. Howitt has, in naturalising this book, done a good deed with a good grace.'-'

Athenasum.

HOWITT (MARY).—THE H FAIVIILY: TRALINNAN ; AXEL AND
ANNA ; and other Tales. By Fredrika Bremer. Translated by Mary Howitt. 2 vols, post
Svo. with Portrait of the Author, 2I5. boards.

** One great charm of Fredrika Bremer is her quiet way of doing every thing. Whether
she soars into the mysticism of German metaphysics, or gives the gossip of the tea-table—
whether she utters the most biting sarcasm, or gives expression to the kindliest feeling, it is

all done without the least appearance of effort. This elegajit repose pervades her story of the
* H. Family y and makes us like it in some respects better than any other of her writings.^'

John Bull.

THE NEIGHBOURS. A Story of Every-day 1 THE PRESIDENT'S DAUGHTERS, includ-

Life in Sweden. By Fredrika Bremer,
j

ing NINA. By Fredrika Bremer. Translated
Translated by Mary Howitt. 3d Edition,

1
by Mary Howitt. 3 vols, post 8vo. 31«. 6rf.

revised and corrected, 2 vols, post Svo. I85.

THE HOME ; or. Family Cares and Family
Joys. By Fredrika Bremer. Translated by
Mary Howitt. 2d Edition. 2 vols, post 8vo.
2I5.

A NEW SKETCH OF EVERY-DAY LIFE :-
A DIARY. Together with STRIFE and
PEACE. By Fredrika Bremer. Translated
by Mary Howitt. 2 vols, post Svo. 2l5.

HOWITT.—THE RURAL LIFE OF ENGLAND.
By William Howitt. Third Edition, corrected and revised, medium Svo. with Engravings on
Wood by Bewick and Williams, uniform with ** Visits to Remarkable Places," 2ls. cloth.

Life of the Aristocracy.
Life of the Agricultural Population.
Picturesque and Moral Features of the Country.
Strong Attachment of the English to Country

Life.

The Forests of England.
Habits, Amusements, and Condition of the
People ; in which are introduced Two New
Chapters, descriptive of the Rural Watering;
Places, and Education of Rural Population.

HOWITT.—VISITS TO REMARKABLE PLACES;
Old Halls, Battle-Fields, and Scenes illustrative of Striking Passages in English History and
Poetry. By William Howitt. New Edition, medium Svo. with 40 Illustrations by S. Williams,
2I5. cloth.

SECOND SERIES, chiefly in the Counties of DURHAM and NORTHUMBERLAND, with a
Stroll alon^ the BORDER. 1 vol. medium Svo. with upwards of 40 highly-finished Woodcuts,
from Drawings made on the spot for this Work, by Messrs. Carmichael, Richardsons, and
Weld Taylor, 21s. cloth.

HOWITT.-THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF JACK OF THE IVIILL,
Commonly called ** Lord Othmill;'' created, for his eminent services. Baron Waldeck, and
Knijrht of Kitcottie; a Fireside Story. By William Howitt. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. with 46
Illustrations on Wood by G. F. Sargent, Ids. cloth.

«« This agreeable story will be a great favourite with a large class of juvenile readers, and
will sustain the unwearied interest even of those who have passed the season of youth. The
style is racy, animated, and sparkling ; the story never flags, and its moral bearing is most
eace Ilent.'"—Eclectic Review.
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HOWITT.-THE RURAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF GERMANY:
With Characteristic Sketches of its chief Cities and Scenery. Collected in a General Tour
and during- a Residence in that Country in the Years 1840-42. By William Howitt, author
of **The Rural Life of England," *' Visits to Remarkable Places," *'The Boy^s Country
Book," etc. 1 vol. medium 8vo., with above 50 Illustrations, 21». cloth.

<»/re cofdialJy record our conviction of the value of Mr. HowitCs volume, and strongly
recommend its early perusal. It is both instructive and entertaining^^ and will be found to
familiarize the English reader with forms of character and modes of social life^ vastly differ

'

ent from anything witnessed at home.'*—Eclectic Review.

HOWITT.—CERIVIAN EXPERIENCES: i

Addressed to the English, both Goers Abroad and Stayers at Home. By William Howitt.
Foolscap 8vo. 7«- ^d. cloth.

** The minute practical information given in this book respecting Germany^ and the modes oj
living there, will be found of great use to the English resident, xoho^for the purpose of educa-
tion or economy, sets up his tent in that country. It is a book full of facts -facts of direct
utility to the travelling English '^— Court Journal.

HOWITT.—WANDERINGS OF A JOURNEYMAN TAILOR,
through EUROPE and the EAST, during the years 1824 to 1840. By P. D. HolthauR, from
Werdohl in Westphalia. Translated from the Third German Edition, by William Howitt,
author of " The Rural and Social Life of Germany," etc. etc. Foolscap 8vo. with Portrait
oftheTailor, 65. cloth.

HOWITT —THE STUDENT-LIFE OF GERMANY.
From the Unpublished MS. of Dr. Cornelius. By William Howitt. 8vo. with 24 Wood-
Eugravings, and 7 Steel Plates, 21s. cloth.

^'German student-life has, of course, its brighter side and pleasanter traits. Its generous
friendships, its buoyant spirits, its noble songs, its intense study, at the last may well com-
pensate jor many of its darker features. In this volume there is no want of material toform
a very sufficient notion of German student-life."— Quarterly Review.

HOWITT.-COLONIZATION AND CHRISTIANITY:
A Popular History of the Treatment of the Natives, in all their Colonies, by the Europeans.
By William Howitt. 1 vol. post 8vo. 10s. 6d. cloth.

HOWITT.—THE BOY'S COUNTRY BOOK:
Being the real Life of a Country Boy, written by Himself; exhibitino: all the Amusements,
Pleasures, and Pursuits of Children in the Country. Edited by William Howitt, author of
•* The Rural Life of England," etc. 2d Edition, fcap. 8vo. with 40 Woodcuts, 8s. cloth.

"./4 capital work, and, we are inclined to think, Howitfs best in any /ine."— Quarterly Review.

HUDSON—THE PARENT'S HAND-BOOK;
Or, Guide to the Choice of Professions, Employments, and Situations -, containing useful
and practical information on the subject of placing out Young Men, and of obtaining their
Education with a view to particular occupations. By J. C. Hudson, Esq., author of ** Plain
Directions for Making Wills." Fcap. 8vo. bs. cloth,

*' This volume will be found useful to any parent who is painfully meditatifig upon that
difficult subject f how and where he can best place his sons in the worlds—Spectator.

HUDSON.-PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING WILLS
In Conformity with the Law, and particularly with reference to the Act 7 Wm. IV, and 1 Vict,
c. 26. To which is added, a clear Exposition of the Law relating to the Distribution of Per-
sonal Estate in the case of Intestacy ; with two Forms of Wills, and much useful Information,
etc. By J. C. Hudson, of the Legacy Duty Office. 12th Edition, corrected, with Notes of
Cases judicially decided since the above Act came into operation. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6rf.

HUDSON.-THE EXECUTOR'S GUIDE.
By J. C. Hudson. 3d Edition, foolscap 8vo. 5s. cloth.

%* The above two works may be had in 1 volume, price "J8. cloth.

HUMPHREYS.—THE ILLUMINATED BOOKS OF THE MIDDLE ACES.
A History of Illuminated Books, from the IVth to the XVI Ith Century. By Henry Noel
Humphreys. Illustrated by a Series of Specimens, consisting of an entire Page, of the
exact size of the Original, from the most celebrated and splendid MSS. in the Imperial and
Royal Libraries of Vienna, Moscow, Paris, Naples, Copenhagen, and Madrid;—from the
Vatican, Escurial, Ambrosian, and other great Libraries of the Continent ;— and from the
rich Public, Collegiate, and Private Libraries of Great Britain ; superbly printed in Gold,
Silver, and Colours.

In course of publication, in Parts, issued at intervals of about two months ; each Part to con-
tain Three Plates, of the exact size of the original subjects, and each Plate accompanied by a
description, with some account of the MS. from which it is taken. The last Part to contain an
Historical Sketch of the Progress of the Art of Illumination, with a Table for placing the Plates
in Chronological Order.
Each Part, containing Three Plates, with Descriptions, Imperial Quarto (15 in. by 11),
splendidly printed, in gold, silver, and colours, in imitation of the original», as accurate as
can be produced by mechanical means, price Y2s.

Large Paper, on Half Imperial (ilLj in. by 15), to prevent folding the large Plates, 21s.
Six Parts to form a Volume, Four Volumes completing the work

'* We have seen some specimens of a proposed work by Mr. Humphreys^ on Illuminated MSS.
lehich have surprised us by the accuracy of their esccutio^i, and the effect produced by merely
mechanical meaws."— Quarterly Review.
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HUNT.—RESEARCHES ON LIGHT:
An Examination of all the Phenomena connected with the Chemical and Molecular Changes

produced by the Influence of the Solar Rays ; embracing all the known Photographic Pro-

cesses, and new Discoveries in the Art. By Robert Hunt, Secretary of the Royal Cornwall

Polytechnic Society. 8vo. with Plate and Woodcuts, 10s. 6c?. cloth.

**ilM Hunt's reputation is so well established, that we need only mention his pleasing

volume to secure it afavourable reception from the philosophical public.''

Jameson's New Edinburgh Philosophical Journal.

HUNTER.-THE RISE OF THE OLD DISSENT,
Exemplified in the Life of Oliver Ileywood : with a Sketch of the subsequent History of the

English Presbyterian Dissenters. By the Rev. Joseph Hunter, F.S.A. 8vo. 7s. cloth.

JACKSON—PICTORIAL FLORA;
Or, British Botany Delineated, in 1500 Lithographic Drawings of all the Species of Floweriug
Plants indigenous to Great Britain ; illustrating the descriptive works on English Botany of

Hooker, Lindley, Smith, etc. By Miss Jackson. 8vo. \bs. cloth.

JAMES.-A HISTORY OF THE LIFE OF EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE,
and of various Events connected therewith, which occurred during the Reign of Edward 111.

Kin^ of England. By G. P. R. James, Esq. 2d Edition, 2 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Map, 15*.

cloth.

JAMES.—LIVES OF THE MOST EMINENT FOREIGN STATESMEN.
ByG.P.R. James, Esq., and E.E.Crowe, Esq. 5 vols. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Titles.

30«. cloth.

LORD JEFFREY.-CONTRIBUTtONS TO THE EDINBURGH REVIEW.
By Francis Jeffrey, now one of the Judges in the Court of Session in Scotland. 4 vols. Svo.

485. cloth.

JOHNSON.—THE FARMER'S ENCYCLOP/EDIA,
And DICTIONARY of RURAL AFFAIRS: embracing all the recent Discoveries in Agri-
cultural Chemistry; adapted to the comprehension ot unscientific Readers. By Cuthbert
W. Johnson, Esq., F.R.S, Barrister-at-Law, Corresponding Member of the Agricultural
Society of Konigsberg, and of the Maryland Horticultural Society , Author of several of the

Prize Essays of the Royal Agricultural Society of England, and other Agricultural Works

;

Editor of the ** Farmer's Almanack,^' etc. 1 thick vol. Svo. illustrated by Wood Engravings
of the best and most improved Agricultural Implements. 2/. 10«. cloth.

•* Cuthbert Johnson's ^Farmer's Encyclopedia^ is one of the best books of its class.'*

Dr. Lindley, in The Gardener's Chronicle.

KANE.-THE INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OF IRELAND.
By Robert Kane, M.D. Secretary to the Council of the Royal Irish Academy, Professor of

Natural Philosophy to the Royal Dublin Societv, and of Chemistry to the Apothecaries'
Hall of Ireland. Post Svo. 7s cloth.

'* TVe have been much struck by a work recently published, by Professor Kane, on the
* Jiidustrial Resources of Ireland.' The volume contains a masterly view of the physical
materials upon which Irish industry might work. The fuel, the water-power, the minerals,
the composition and capabilities of the soil, the nature and locality of manures, and the
means of internal communication ejcistiug in the country, are successively takenup, analysed,
and laid before the reader, in their scientific as well as their practical bearings. Nothing can
leave a stronger impression of the mismanagement from which Jrelatid has suffered than
Dr. Kane's clear and business-like statement of the elements of wealth and power which have
so long lain almost idle in her possession.^''—Morning Chronicle.

KANE.--ELEMENTS OF CHEMISTRY;
Including the most Recent Discoveries and Applications of the Science to Medicine and
Pharmacy, and to the Arts. By Robert Kane, M.D, M.R.I.A. Professor of Natural Philosophy
to the Royal Dublin Society. Svo. with 236 Woodcuts, 24a. cloth.

KATER AND LARDNER.—A TREATISE ON MECHANICS.
By Captain Kater and Dr. Lardner. New Edition. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. Vignette Title, and
19 Plates, comprising 224 distinct figures, 65. cloth.

KEIGHTLEY.-OUTLINES OF HISTORY,
From the Earliest Period. By Thomas Keightley, Esq. New Edition, corrected and con-
siderably improved, foolscap Svo. pp. 468, 6*. cloth ; or 65. 6rf. bound.

KING —A SELECTION FROM THE SPEECHES AND WRITINGS OF THE
LATE LORD KING. With a short Introductory Memoir, by Earl Fortesque. Demy Svo.
Portrait, V2s. cloth.

^

** Earl Fortescue has rendered good service to both economic and moral science by this
seasonable publication. His selections are most judiciously made, and will raise his relative's
high character as an able and upright politician, whose views were singularly in advance of
his a^e, while every parliamentary session adds proof of their soundness. In his Memoir,
hts LordshiD has shewn that he can not only appreciate Lord Kin^, but that he is well able to
matntatn the principles and enforce the doctrines to which his illustrious relative devoted his
life.

'—Athenaeum.

KIPPIS.-A COLLECTION OF HYMNS AND PSALMS,
For Public and Private Worship. Selected and prepared by A. Keppis, D.D., Abraham Rees,
D.D., the Rev. Thomas Jervis, and the Rev. T. Morgan. To which is added, a Supplement.
New Edition, corrected and improved, ISmo. bs. bound.
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KIRBY AND SPENCE.—AN INTRODUCTION TO ENTOMOLOGY;
Or, Elements of the Natural History of Insects: comprising an account of noxious and
useful Insects, of their Metamorphoses, Food, Stratagems, Habitations, Societies, Motions,
Noises, Hybernation, Instinct, etc. By W. Kirby, M.A. F.R.S. & L.S. Rector of Barham ;

and \V. Spence, Esq., F.R.S. & L.S. 6th Edition, corrected and considerably enlarged,
2 vols. 8vo. 1/. Us. 6rf. cloth.

^ ^ *

The yirst two volumes of the ** Tntroduction to Entomology'^' are now published as a
separate work^ distinct from the third aud fourth volumes, and, though much enlarged

,

at a considerable reduction of price ^ in order that the numerous class of readerswho confine
their study of insects to that of their manners and economy, need not be bnrthened with the
cost of the technicalportion of the work relating to their anatomy

, physiology ^ etc,

KNAPR—GRAMINA BRITANNICA;
Or, Representations of the British Grasses: with Remarks and occasional Descriptions. By
I. L. Knapp, Esq. F.L.S. & A.S. 2d Edition, 4to. with 118 Plates, beautifully coloured,
3/. 165. boards.

**Most of the persons interested in the art of distinguishing grasses are country gentlemen
and farmers, who know nothing of botany, and cannot use the tecfiinal descriptions or analy-
tical figures of botanists. To that great class such a book is invaluable. It ought, in fact,
to form part of the library of every one interested in rural affairs ; for there are few plants
so difficult to distinguish as grasses, not any more so, and none which it is more important to
know correctly, because of their various uses and qualities, With Mr. Knapp's book before
him, no one can have the least difficulty in making himself master of the subject."'

Gardeners' Chronicle.

LAING, (S., JUN.)-NATIONAL DISTRESS:
Its Causes and Remedies. By Samuel Laing, Jun., Esq., late Fellow of St. John's College
Cambridge. Svo. 7s. 6d. cloth.

*»* The Essay to which the First Prize of lOOl., off'ered by The Atlas newspaper, rvas awarded.

LAING.—THE CHRONICLE OF THE KINGS OF NORWAY,
From the Earliest Period of the History of the Northern SeaKin^>s to the Middle of the
Twelfth Century, commonly called the Heimskringla. Translated from the Icelandic of
Snorro Sturleson, with Notes, and a Preliminary Discourse, by Samuel Laing, author of
"Notes of aTraveller,"etc. 3 vols. Svo. 365. cloth.

^^We have been rather profuse in our extracts from this curious and most characteristic
old history. But it is long since we have met loith a work so spirited, and so am^ising, and
at the same time affording such valuable information respecting a race to whom we are so
largely indebetd, as this venerable Chronicle of Snorro Sturleson.^*—Eclectic Review.

LAING.-A TOUR IN SWEDEN
In 1838 ; comprising Observations on the Moral, Political, and Economical State of the Swedish
Nation. By Samuel Laing, Esq. Svo. 12s. cloth.

LAING.—NOTES OF A TRAVELLER
On the Social and Political State of France, Prussia, Switzerland, Italy, and other parts of
Europe, during the present Century. By Samuel Laing, Esq. 2d Edition, Svo. 16s. cloth.

LAING.—JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE IN NORWAY
During the years 1834, 1835, and 1836 ; made with a view to inquire into the Rural and Political
Economy of that Country, and the Condition of its Inhabitants. By Samuel Laing, Esq.
2d Edition, Svo. 14s. cloth.

LARDNER'S CABINET CYCLOP/EDIA;
Comprising a Series of Original Works on History, Biography, Literature, the Sciences, Arts,
and Manufactures. Conducted and edited by Dr. Lardner.

The Series complete in One Hundred and Thirty-three Volumes, 39/. 18*. (One Volume
remains to be published.) The Works separate, 65. per volume.

" /w the completeness of its treatises the Cabinet Cyclopedia is unrivalled ; and now that
the whole plan is carried o?ct, it exhibits an extensive body of available knowledge, such as
this orno nther country has everyet presejitedin a popular and convenient form."—Britaniua.

LARDNER.—A TREATISE ON ARITHMETIC.
By Dr. Lardner, LL.D. F.R.S. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. with Vignette Title, 6*. cloth lettered.

LARDNER AND WALKER.—A MANUAL ON ELECTRICITY, MAG-
NETISM, and METEOROLOGY. By Dr. Lardner, LL.D. F.R.S., and C. V. Walker,
Secretary of the Electrical Society. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. 125.

LARDNER.—A TREATISE ON GEOMETRY,
And its Application to the Arts. By Dr. Lardner. ] vol. foolscap Svo. Vignette Title, and
upwards of 200 figures, 65. cloth

LARDNER.—A TREATISE ON HEAT.
By Dr. Lardner, LL.D. etc. 1 vol. fcap. Svo. with Woodcuts and Vignette Title, 6s. cloth.

LARDNER.—A TREATISE ON HYDROSTATICS AND PNEUMATICS.
By Dr. Lardner. New Edition. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. 65. cloth,

LECTURES ON POLARISED LIGHT,
Delivered by Dr. Pereira, before the Pharmaceutical Society, and in the Medical School of

the London Hospital. Svo. illustrated by above 50 Woodcuts, 5s. 6d. cloth.

^ — —
^!|^
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L. E. L.—THE POETICAL WORK OF LETITIA ELIZABETH LANDON.
New Edition, 4 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Illustrations by Howard, etc. 285. cloth lettered;

or handsomely bound in morocco, with gilt edges, 21. 4.8.

The following may be had separately:—

THE IMPROVISATRICE - -lOs.Gd. I THE GOLDEN VIOLET - - -]0s.6d.

THE VENETIAN BRACELET lOs.Qd. \ THE TROUBADOUR - - - -lOa.Gd.

LEE.—TAXIDERMY; ^, , „. ^ ^
Or, the Art of Collecting, Preparing, and Mounting Objects of Natural History For the use

of Museums and Travellers. By Mrs. R.Lee (formerly Mrs. T. E. Bowdich), author of

"Memoirs of Cuvier.^' etc. 6th Edition, improved, with an account of a Visit to Walton

Hall, and Mr. Waterton's method of Preserving Animals. Fcap. Svo. with Wood Engravings,

7*. cloth.

LEE -ELEMENTS OF NATURAL HISTORY,
.

For the Use of Schools and Young Persons: comprising the Principles of Classification,

interspersed with amusing and instructive original Accounts of the most remarkable Animals.

By Mrs. R. Lee (formerly Mrs. T. E. Bowdich), author of ''Taxidermy," ** Memoirs of

Cuvicr," etc. 12mo. with 55 Woodcuts, 7«.6rf. bound.

LIFE OF A TRAVELLING PHYSICIAN,
From his first Introduction to Practice; including Twenty Years' Wanderings throughout

the greater part of Europe. 3 vols, post Svo. with coloured Frontispieces, 31s. 6rf. cloth.

** There is much amusement and information to be gained from these pleasant and enter-

taining volumes.^'—Dublin University Magazine.

LINDLEY.—INTRODUCTION TO BOTANY.
By Prof.J.Lindley,Ph.D. F.R.S.L.S. etc. 3d Edition (1839), with Corrections and consider-

able Additions, 1 large vol. Svo. pp. 606, with Six Plates and numerous Woodcuts, 18». cloth.

LINDLEY.—FLORA MEDICA
;

A Botanical Account of all the most important Plants used in Medicine, in different Parts of

the World. By John Lindley, Ph.D. F.R.S. etc. 1 vol. Svo. IS*, cloth.

LINDLEY.—A SYNOPSIS OF THE BRITISH FLORA,
Arranged according to the Natural Orders. By Professor John Lindley, Ph. D., F.R.S.,etc.
The 3d Edition, with numerous Additions, Corrections, and Improvements, 12mo.pp. 390,

I0s.6d. cloth.

LINDLEY.—THE THEORY OF HORTICULTURE;
Or, an Attempt to Explain the Principal Operations of Gardening upon Physiological Prin-

ciples. By John Lindley, Ph.D. F.R.S. 1 vol. Svo. with Illustrations on Wood. 12«. cloth.

This book is written in the hope of providing the intelligent gardener^ and the scientific

amateur^ correctly y with the rationalia of the more important operations of Horticulture

;

and the author has endeavoured to present to his readers an intelligible e^rplanation^founded
upon well ascertained factSy which they can judge of by their own means of observation^ of
the general nature of vegetable actions^ and of the causes which, while they control the

powers of life in plants^ are capable of being regulated by themselves. The possession of
such knowledge will necessarily teach them how to improve their methods oj cultivation^ and
leadthem to the discovery of new and better modes.

LINDLEY.—AN OUTLINE OF THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF HORTICULTURE.
By Professor Lindley. ISmo. 2s. sewed.

LINDLEY.—GUIDE TO THE ORCHARD AND KITCHEN GARDEN;
Or, an Account of the most valuable Fruits and Vegetables cultivated in Great Britain: with
Kalendars of the Work required in the Orchard and Kitchen Garden during every month in

the year. By George Lindley, CM.H.S. Edited by Professor Lindley. 1 large vol. Svo. 16«,

boards.

LLOYD.—A TREATISE ON LIGHT AND VISION.
By the Rev. H. Lloyd, M.A., Fellow ofTrin. Coll. Dublin. Svo. 155. boards.

LORIMER.-LETTERS TO A YOUNG MASTER MARINER,
On some Subjects connected wth his Calling. By Charles Lorimer. 3d edition, 12mo.
with an Appendix, 65. 6d. cloth.

LOUDON (MRS.)-THE LADY'S COUNTRY COMPANION;
Or, How to Enjoy a Country Life Rationally. By Mrs. Loudon, author of *' Gardening for
Ladies,*' etc.

Contents.— Introduction — The House— The Garden — Domestic Animals—Rural Walks-
Miscellaneous Country Amusements -Couutr)' Duties.— /w the press.

LOUDON.—AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF TREES AND SHRUBS;
Being the " Arboretum et Frulicetura Britannicum" abridged : containing the Hardy Trees
and Shrubs of Great Britain, Native and Foreign, scienfifically and popularly described

:

with their Propagation, Culture, and Uses in the Arts ; and with Engravings of nearly all the
Species. For the use of Nurserj'men, Gardeners, and Foresters. BvJ.C Loudon, F.L.S. etc.
In Svo. pp. 1234» with upwards of 2000 Engravings on Wood, 21. l(U. cloth.

The Original Work may be had in 8 vols. Svo. with above 400 Svo. Plates of Trees, and upwards
of 2500 Woodcuts, 10/. cloth.

*
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LOUDON.—AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF GARDENING;
Presenting in one systematic view, the History and Present State of Gardening in all Coun-
tries, and its Theory and Practice in Great Britain: with the Management of the Kitchen
Garden, the Flower Garden, Laying-out Grounds, etc. By J. C. Loudon, F.L.S. etc. A new
Edition, enlarged and much improved, 1 large vol. 8vo. with nearly 1000 Eneravines on
Wood, 2/. 10s. cloth.

^ ^

LOUDON.—AN ENCYCLOP>tDlA OF AGRICULTURE;
Comprising the Theory and Practice of the Valuation, Transfer, Laying-out, Improvement,
and Management of Landed Property, and of the cultivation and economy of the Animal and
Vegetable productions of Agriculture, including all the latest improvements; a general
History of Agriculture in all countries; a Statistical view of its present state, with
suggestions for its future progress in the British Isles; and Supplements, bringing down
the work to the year 1844. By J. C. Loudon, F.L.G.Z. and H.S. etc. Fifth Edition, illustrated
with upwards of 1100 Engravings on Wood, by Branston. 2/. IO5. cloth.

The Supplement, bringing down Improvements in the art of Field-Culture from laSl to 1844
inclusive, comprising all the previous Supplements, and illustrated with 65 Engravings on
Wood, may be had separately^ 65. sewed.

** To know that this Supplement is hy the author of the justly popular Encyclopcedias of
Agriculture and Gardenings is a snffi.(ient recomuiendation for its ge7ieral eo'cellence. Inde-
pendently of Mr. Loudon's longpractical experience^ every available authority on agriculture,
and works on other sciences in connexion 7cith it, have been consul ted, and the result i5, one
of the most valuable works on rural affairs either in our oion or in nny other language^'''

British Farmer's Magazine.
LOUDON.—AN ENCYCLOP>EDIA OF PLANTS;

Including all the Plants which are now found in, or have been introduced into, Great Britain ;

giving their Natural History, accompanied by such Descriptions, Engraved FigTires, and
Elementary Details, as may enable a beginner, who is a mere English reader, to discover the
name of every Plant which he may find in flower, and acciuire all the information respecting
it which is useful and interesting. The Specific Characters by an Eminent Botanist; the
Drawings by J. D. C. Sowerby, t.L.S. A new Edition (1841), with a new Supplement, com-
prising every desirable particular respecting all the Plants originated in, or introduced into,
Britain between the first publication of the work, in 1829, and January 1840: with a new
General Index to the whole work. Edited by J. C. Loudon, prepared by W. H. Baxter, Jun.,
and revised by George Don, F.L.S. ; and 800 new Figures of Plants, on Wood, from Drawings
by J. D. C. Sowerby, F.L.S. One very large vol. 8vo. with nearly 10,000 Wood Engravings,
3/. 13s. U.

%* The last Supplement, separately, 8vo. pp. 190, 15*. cloth.

LOUDON.— AN ENCYCLOP>!EDlA OF COTTAGE, FARM, AND VILLA
ARCHITECTURE and FURNITURE. Containing Designs for Cottages, Villas, Farm
Houses, Farmeries, Country Inns, Public Houses, Parochial Schools, etc. ;"with the requisite
Fittings-up, Fixtures, and Furniture, and appropriate Offices, Gardens, and Garden Scenery:
each Design accompanied by Analytical and Critical Remarks illustrative of the Principles
of Architectural Science and Taste on which it is composed, and General Estimates of the
Expense. By J. C.Loudon, F.L.S. etc. New P^dition (1842) , corrected, with a Supplement
containing 160 additional pages of letter-press, and nearly 300 new engravings, bringing down
the work to 1842. 1 very thick vol. 8vo., with more than 2000 Engravings on Wood, 635. cloth.

*• The late Mr. Loudon has the merit of having conveyed more information upon archi-
tecture in a popular style^ as adapted for geyieral readers^ than was ever attempted before^
or than has been accomplished since . His Enci/clopcedia of Cottage and Village Architecture
is indispensable to the library of all non-professional readers who may at some time of their
life propose to build a cottage or country-house.'^—Westminster Review.

*;»* The Supplement, separately, Svo. "Js. 6d. sewed.

LOUDON.-HORTUS BRITANNICUS

:

A Catalogue of all the Plants indigenous to or introduced into Britain. The 3d Edition
(1832), with a New Supplement, prepared, under the direction of J. C. Loudon, by W. H.
Baxter, and revised by George Don, F.L.S. 8vo. 3l5.6rf. cloth.

The Supplement (1835) separately^ Svo. 2s. 6d. sewed.
The later Supplement (1839) separately, 8vo. 8s. sewed.

LOUDON.—THE SUBURBAN GARDENER AND VILLA COMPANION:
Comprising the Choice of a Villa or Suburban Residence, or of a situation on which to form
one; the Arrangement and Furnishing of the House; and the Laying-out, Planting, and
general Management of the Garden and Grounds ; the whole adapted for grounds from one
fierch to fifty acres and upwards in extent ; intended for the instruction of those who know
ittle of Gardening or Rural Affairs, and more particularly for the use of Ladies. ByJ. C.
Loudon, F.L.S., etc. 1 vol 8vo. with above 300 Wood Engravings, 20s. cloth.

LOUDON.-HORTUS LIGNOSUS LONDINENSIS

;

Or, a Catalogue of all the Ligneous Plants cultivated in the neighbourhood of London. To
which are added their usual Prices in Nurseries. ByJ. C. Loudon, F.L.S. etc. Svo. 7s. (id.

LOUDON.-ON THE LAYING-OUT, PLANTING. AND MANAGEMENT OF
CEMETERIES; and on the Improvement of Churchyards. ByJ. C. Loudon, F.L.S., etc.
Svo. with 60 Engravings, 125. cloth.

LOW.-ON LANDED PROPERTY, AND THE MANAGEMENT OF ESTATES;
Comprehending the Relations between Landlord and Tenant, and the Principles and Forms
of Lease3

; the Construction of Farm-buildings, Enclosures, Drains, Embankments, and
other Works i and the Economy of Woods, Mines, etc. By David Low, F.R.S.E. etc., Svo.

In the press.
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LOW.— THE BREEDS OF THE DOMESTICATED ANIMALS OF GREAT
BRITAIN described. By David Low, Ksq. F.R.S.E., Professor of A|?riculturein the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh ; Member of the Roval Academy of Agriculture of Sweden ; Corresponding
Member of the Conseil Royal d'Agriculture de France^ of the Societe Royal et Centrale,
etc. etc. The Plates from drawings by W. Nicholson, R.S.A., reduced from a Series of Oil
Paintings, executed for the Agricultural Museum of the University of Edinburgh by W. Shiels,

R.S.A. In 2 vols, atlas quarto, with 56 plates of animals, beautifully coloured after Nature,
16/. 16a. half-bound in morocco.

Or in four separate portions, as follow:—
The HORSE, in 1 vol, atlas quarto, with 8

Plates, price 3/. half-bound morocco.
The HOG, in 1 vol. atlas quarto, with 5 Plates,

price 21. 28. half-bound morocco.

The OX, in 1 vol. atlas quarto, with 22 Plates,
price 6/. 16«. fid. half-bound morocco.

The SHEEP, in 1 vol. atlas quarto, with 21
Plates, price 6/. 16«.6rf. half-bound morocco.

LOW.—ELEMENTS OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE;
Comprehending the Cultivation of Plants, the Husbandry uf the Domestic Animals, and the
Economy of the Farm. By David Low, Esq. P'.R.S.P".,, Professor of Agriculture in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh. 8vo. 4th Edition, with Alterations and Additions, and above 200 Wood-
cuts, 21*. cloth.

^^ Low's ^Elements of Practical Agriculture' is the best work on farming in our language.^''

Gardeners' Chronicle.

MACAULAY. -CRITICAL AND HISTORICAL ESSAYS CONTRIBUTED TO
the EDINBURGH REVIEW. By the Right Hon. Thomas Babington Macaulay. SdEdition,
3 vols. Svo. 36fi. cloth.

MACAULAY.- LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME.
By T. B. Macaulay, Esq. 5th Edition, crown Svo. pp. 192, 10s. 6<f. cloth.

MACKENZIE.—THE PHYSIOLOGY OF VISION.
By W. Mackenzie, M.D., Lecturer on the Eye in the University of Glasgow. Svo. with
Woodcuts, 10». 6d. boards.

MACKINTOSH'S (SIR JAMES) MISCELLANEOUS WORKS;
Including his Contributions to the Edinburgh Review. Collected and Edited by his Son.
3 vols. Svo.

—

In the press.

MACKINTOSH, ETC.—THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
By Sir James Mackintosh ; W. Wallace, Esq. ; and Robert Bell, Esq. 10 vols, foolscap Svo.
with Vignette Titles, 3/. cloth.

MACLEOD.—ON RHEUMATISM,
And on the Affections of the Internal Organs, more especially the Heart and Brain, to which
it gives rise. By R. Macleod, M.D. Physician to St. George's Hospital. 1 vol. Svo. pp. 172,
78. cloth.

M'CULLOCH.-A DICTIONARY, GEOGRAPHICAL, STATISTICAL, AND
HISTORICAL, of the various Countries, Places, and Principal Natural Objects in the World.
ByJ.R. M'Culloch, Esq. 2 thick vols. Svo. illustrated with Six large important Maps, 4/. cloth.

** The eo'tent of information this Dictionary affords on the subjects referred to i?i its title

is truly surprising. It cannot fail to prove a vaue mecum to the student^whose inquiries will

be guided by its lightj and satisfied by its clear and frequently elaborated communications.
Every public room in which commerce, politics, or literature forms the subject of discussion

j

ought to be furnished with these volumes."—Globe.

M'CULLOCH.—A DICTIONARY, PRACTICAL, THEORETICAL, AND
HISTORICAL, OF COMMERCE, AND COMMERCIAL NAVIGATION. By J. R.
M'CuUoch, Esq. An entirely New Edition (1844), Svo., illustrated with Maps and Plans,
50*. cloth ; or 55». strongly half-bound in Russia, with flexible back.

** Without ejcaggcration one of the most wonderful compilations of the age. The power of
continuous labour, the wide range of inquiry , and the power of artistical finish, which have
been brought into play by this work, are probably unrivalled in the history of literature . . .

Compared with all previous attempts to compile a commercial dictionary, Mr. M^Culloch's

appears as the realisation of an idea which former projectors had conceived too vaguely to
be able to carry into ejrecutio7i. It is superior to them all, quite as much for the spirit of
judicious selection brought by the author to his task, as for any other quality. The great
merit of the work is, that, while omittingnothing of essential importance, it contains nothing
that is useless or merely cumbrous . . . The success of the earlier editions of Mr. M^Culloch's
Dictionary is, after all, the best proof of its merit; the facts attending it prove that the
mercantile, political, and literary public were ifi want of such a work, and that they were
satisfied with the manner in which Mr. M'Cnlloch had performed his task. No reader caji rise
from the perusal of any one of the larger articles witnout feeling that no previous writer has
concentrated so rnuch valuable information within so small a compass, or conveyed his inform-
ation in so agreeable a style. And the remark is equally applicable to all the numerous
articles of which this crammed volutne is composed .... // is, indeed, invaluable as a book
ofreference to the merchant, the insurance-agent, the statesman, and the journalist ; audits
articles, from the care and talent with which they are ejcecuted, are as well calculated to
supply the wants of the patient inquirer as of the hurried man of business. Mr. M'Culloch

•-- - ^-'
^
- - of - -occupies a high place amongst the authors of the day as a hard-headed original thinker in

political economy ; a still higher, as one of the most zealous and successful labourers in
rendering that science popular ; but, of all his publications, his Commercial Dietionary is the
one least likely to encounter the rivalry of a work of superior or even equal value.""

Abridgedfrom The Spectator of March 16, 1844,
' —W^—^—^^^—^M^^M^.^.^^—^^—^——^—^—^^„ fWl~ — » ^
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M'CULLOCH.-THE PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL ECONOMY:
With some Enquiries respecting^ their Application, and a Sketch of the Rise and Progress of
the Science. By J. R. M'Culloch, Esq. New Edition, enlarged and corrected throughout,
8vo. 158. cloth.

MALTE-BRUN.—A SYSTEM OF UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY,
Founded on the Works of Malte-Brun and Balbi, embracing an Historical Sketch of the
Progress of Geographical Discovery, the Principles of Mathematical and Physical Geography,
and a complete Description, from the most recent sources, of the Political and Social Condition
of all the Countries in the World : with numerous Statistical Tables, and an Alphabetical
Index of 12,000 Names. 8vo. 30s. cloth.

MARCET (MRS.)-CONVERSATIONS ON THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
For the Use of Children. By Mrs. Marcet, author of " Conversations on Chemistry,^' etc
2d Edition, 18mo. bs. cloth.

Part U. continuing the History to the Reign of George the Third, separately, Is. 6d.

*^ Juvenile literature will freely own how much it is indebted to Mrs. Marcet^ not only for
the present^ but all her preceding- works. She imparts interest to dry and dull details; and,
while she teaches^ begets a desire in her pupilsfor further hnowUdge, so pleasantly imparted.
These * CoiiversationSy' admirably suited to the capacities of children, may be skimmed advan-
tageously by * children of a larger growth .' ^^ —lAx.Qrn.rY Gazette.

MARCET.—CONVERSATIONS ON CHEMISTRY;
In which the Elements of that Science are familiarly Explained and Illustrated by Experi"
ments. 14th Edition, enlarged and corrected, 2 vols, foolscap 8vo. 14s. cloth.

MARCET.—CONVERSATIONS ON NATURAL PHILOSOPHY;
In which the Elements of that Science are familiarly explained, and adapted to the compre-
hension of Young Persons. 10th Edition, enlarged and corrected by the Author. ] vol. fcap.
8vo., with 23 Plates, lOs. 6d. cloth.

CONTENTS.
Of the General Properties of Bodies; the At-

traction of Gravity ; the Laws of Motion
;

Compound Motion; the Mechanical Powers
;

Astronomy; Causes of the Earth's Motion j

the Planets; the Earth ; the Moon; Hydro-
statics ; the Mechanical Properties of Fluids ;

of Springs, Fountains, etc.; Pneumatics ; the
Mechanical Properties of Air; on Wind and
Sound; Optics; the Visual Angle and the
Reflection of Mirrors; on Refraction and
Colours ; on the Structure of the Eye, and
Optical Instruments.

MARCET.—CONVERSATIONS ON POLITICAL ECONOMY;
In which the Elements of that Science are familiarly explained. 7th Edition, revised and
enlarged, 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. /«• 6d. cloth.

CONTENTS.
Introduction; on Property; the Division of

Labour; on Capital; on Wages and Popula-
tion ; on the Condition of the Poor ; on Value
and Price ; on Income ; Income from Landed

Property; Income from the Cultivation of
Land ; Income from Capital lent; on Money;
on Commerce ; on Foreign Trade; on Ex-
penditure and Consumption.

MARCET.—CONVERSATIONS ON VEGETABLE PHYSIOLOGY;
Comprehending the Elements of Botany, with their application to Agriculture. 3d Edition
1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Four Plates, 9s. cloth.

CONTENTS.
on the Seed ; on the Classification of Plants;
on Artificial Systems; on the Natural Sys-
tem; Botanical Geography ; the Influence of
Culture on Vegetation ; on the Degeneration
and Diseases of Plants ; on the Cultivation
of Trees ; on the Cultivation of Plants which
Produce Fermented Liquors ; on the Culti-
vation ofGrasses,Tuberous Roots, and Grain;
on Oleaginous Plants and Culinary Veget-
ables.

>«=

Introduction ; on Roots ; on Stems ; on Leaves;
on Sap ; on Cambium and the peculiar Juices
of Plants; on the Action of Light and Heat
on Plants; on the Naturalization of Plants;
on the Action of the Atmosphere on Plants ;

on the Action of Water on Plants ; on the
Artificial Mode of Watering Plants ; on the
Action of the Soil on Plants ; on the Propa-
gation of Plants by Subdivision ; on Grafting;
on the Multiplication of Plants by Seed ; the
Flower : on Compound Flowers ; on Fruit

;

MARCET.—CONVERSATIONS FOR CHILDREN;
On Land and Water. 2d Edition revised and corrected, 1 vol. foolscap 8vo., with coloured
Maps, shewing the comparative Altitude of Mountains, 5*. Qd. cloth.

MARCET.—CONVERSATIONS ON LANGUAGE,
For Children. By Mrs. Marcet, author of ** Mary's Grammar," etc. 18mo. 4*. 6rf. cloth.

*' In these Conversations Mrs. Marcet travels over a great deal of ground with her wonted
skill in adapting knowledge to the capacity of the young. The nature of articulate sounds^
and the organs of speech^ the history of mankind to indicate the formation of different
languages, the manner in which English lias been indebted to Latin^ the probable or possible
origin of laJiguage, and the use of cognomens and numcSi are all familiarly displayed in this

instructive little I'o/f^rne."— Spectator.

MARCET—THE GAME OF GRAMMAR,
With a Book of Conversations, shewing the Rules of the Game, and affording Examples of

the manner of playing at it. In a varnished box, or done up as a post 8vo. volume, 85.

MARCET. -MARY'S GRAMMAR;
Interspersed with Stories, and intended for the Use of Children. 7th Edition, revised and

enlarged, 18mo. 35. 6rf. half-bound.
*M sound and simple work for the earliest «^e«."—Quarterly Review.
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MARCET.-LESSONS ON ANIMALS, VEGETABLES, AND IVIINERALS.

By Mrs. Marcet, author of '* Conversations on Chemistry, ' etc. 12mo. 25. cloth.

** One of Mrs. MarceVs carefully written boohs of instruction^ in which natural history is

made pleasant and intelligible for the yoMW^-."—AthenaBum.

MARRIAGE GIFT.
., ,

By a Mother. A Legacy to her Children. Post 8vo. 5*. cloth, gilt edees.
" The best of Robinson Crusoe's numerous descendants, and one of the most captivating of

modern childre?i's boohs. The only danger is, lest parents should dispute with their children

the possession o/i/.''—Quarterly Review.

MARX AND WILLIS.—ON THE DECREASE OF DISEASE EFFECTED BY
THE PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION. By C F. H. Marx, M.D. Professor of Medicine in

the University of Gottingen, etc.; and R. Willis, M.D. Member of the Royal College of

Physicians, etc. Foolscap 8vo. 48. cloth.
^ . , , . r ,

<' This little treatise, although evidently designed for professional perusal, is perfectly

intelligihle to the educated reader ; and right glad shall we be to see it extensively circulated

out of the profession ; it is a work which does such credit to the hearts and the heads of its

authors.^^—Lancet.

MARRYAT.—THE SETTLERS IN CANADA.
Written for YOung People. By Captain Marryatt, C.B. author of "Peter Simple,"
" Masterman Ready, '^ etc. 2 vols. fcap. 8vo. 12«. cloth.

MARRYAT.—MASTERMAN READYj . , . ,

Or, the Wreck of the Pacific. Written for Young People. By Captain Marryat. 3 vols, fools-

cap 8vo. with numerous Engravings on Wood, 22*. 6rf. cloth.
*»* The volumes, separately. Is. 6d. each, cloth.

MAUNDER.—THE TREASURY OF HISTORY;
Comprising a General Introductory Outline of Universal History, Ancient and Modern, and

a Series of separate Histories of every principal Nation that exists ; developing their Rise,

Progress, and Present Condition, the Moral and Social Character of their respective

Inhabitants, their Reli^on, Manners, and Customs, etc etc. By Samuel Maunder. Fcap.

8vo. 10s. cloth; bound in roan, 12s.
*' In the * Treasury of History ' we see the same utility ofpurpose, the same diligence and

painstaking with the materials, the same skill and talent in putting them together, and, in

Jine^ the same general eacelleuce which have marked all Mr. Maunder*s productions. The
arrangement is most clear and judicious, and the information furnished at once so concise

and ample, that within this small volume we find a very complete and satisfactory epitome

of the history of the world from ancient to modern ^fmt-s.''—Literary Gazette.

MAUNDER.—THE TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE,
And LIBRARY of REFERENCE: containing a new and enlarged Dictionary of the English

Language, preceded by a Compendious Grammar, Verbal Distinctions, etc. ; a new Universal

Gazetteer; a Compendious Classical Dictionary; a Chronological Analysis of General

History; a Dictionary of Law Terms, etc. etc. By Samuel Maunder. 14th Edition,^foolscap

Svo., with two engraved Frontispieces, 8s. 6rf. cloth , bound in roan, 10s. 6rf.

MAUNDER.—THE SCIENTIFIC AND LITERARY TREASURY:
A New and Popular Encyclopaedia of Science and the Belles Lettres ; includingall Branches
of Science, and every Subject connected with Literature and Art. The whole written in a

familiar style, adapted to the comprehension of all persons desirous of acquiringinformatiou
on the subjects comprised in the work, and also adapted for a Manual of convenient Refer-
ence to the more instructed. By Samuel Maunder. 3d Edition, fcap. Svo. with an engraved
Frontispiece, 10s. ; bound in roan, 12s.

MAUNDER.- THE BIOGRAPHICAL TREASURY:
^ „

Consisting- of Memoirs, Sketches, and brief Notices of above 12,000 Eminent Persons of all

Ages and Nations, from the Earliest Period of History; forming a new and complete Dic-

tionary of Universal Biography. 4th Edition, with a '* Supplement,'' from the Accession of

Queen Victoria to the Present time. Foolscap Svo. with engraved Frontispiece, 8s. 6rf. cloth ;

bound in roan, 10s. 6rf.

MAUNDER.—THE UNIVERSAL CLASS-BOOK:
A new Series of Reading Lessons (original and selected) for Every Day in the Year; each

Lesson recording some important Event in General History, Biography, etc., which happened
on the day of the month under which it is placed, or detailing, in familiar language, interest-

ing facts in Science ; also a variety of Descriptive and Narrative Pieces, interspersed with

Poetical Gleanings : Questions for Examination being appended to each day's Lesson, and
the whole carefully adapted to Practical Tuition. By Samuel Maunder, author of *'The
Treasury of Knowledge." 2d Edition, revised, 12mo. 5s. bound.

MODERN SYRIANS;
Or, Native Society in Damascus, Aleppo, and the Mountains of the Druses. From Notes
made during a Residence in those parts in 1841, 42, and 43. By an Oriental Student. Post
Svo. 10s. Crf.

**^ pleasant and sensible volume, written by an active and observant traveller, ^series
of short agreeable sketches of native majuiers, costumes, and conversations, collected during
a tour in Syria, especially in the neighbourhood of Damascus, Aleppo, and the mountains of
the Druses. —Athenreum.

MONTGOMERY'S (JAMES) POETICAL WORKS.
New and only complete Edition. With some additional Poems and Autobiographical
Prefaces. Collected and edited by Mr. Montgomery. 4 vols, foolscap Svo. with Portrait, and
7 other beautifully engraved Plates, 20s. cloth ; or bound in morocco, with gilt edges, 1/. 16s.



PRINTED FOR LONGMAN, BROWN, AND CO. 23

MOORE'S POETICAL WORKS;
Containing the Author's recent Introduction and Notes. Complete in one volume, uniform
with Lord Byron's Poems. With a New Portrait, by George Richmond, engraved in theline
manner, and a View of Slopercon Cottage, the Residence of the Poet, by Thomas Creswick
A.R.A. Medium 8vo 1/. 1*. cloth. '

•»• Also, an Edition in 10 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Portrait, and 19 Plates, 21. lOs. cloth-
morocco, 4/. 10».

MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH.
Twentieth Edition (1842), 1 vol. medium 8vo. beautifully illustrated with 13 Engravings,
finished in the highest style of art, 21 «. handsomely bound in cloth and ornamented; morocco,
35s.; or 425. with India Proof Plates, cloth.

MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH.
Twenty-first Edition (1842), 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with 4 Engravings, from Paintings by Westall,
lOs.Sd. cloth; or 14«. handsomely bound in morocco, with gilt edges.

MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES.
New Edition, imp. 8vo. illustrated with above 50 Designs by Maclise, etched on Steel, 2/. 2«.;
Proofs on India Paper,4/.4«. ; before letters (of Illustrations only), 6/. 6s.— In the press.

•»• The Poetry and Designs tcill both be engraved^ and each page surrounded with an
Ornamental Border.

MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES.
Fifteenth Edition (1843), with Engraved Title and Vignette, 10s. cloth lettered ; or 13*. 6rf.
handsomely bound in morocco, with gilt edges.

MOORE.—THE HISTORY OF IRELAND.
By Thomas Moore, Esq. Vols. 1 to 3, with Vignette Titles, 185. cloth.

[ To be completed in one more volume.
*^ Mr. Moore fortunately brings to his labours not only ejrtensive learning in the rarely-

trodden paths of Irish history, but strict impartiality , rendered still more clear and uncom-
promising by an ennobling love of liberty. Every page of his work contains evidence oj
research; and innumerable passages might be cited in proof of the independent and truth-
teeking spirit of the aw^Aor.'—Athenaeum.

MORAL OF FLOWERS.
3d Edition, 1 vol. royal 8vo. with 24 beautifully coloured Engravings, 1/. 10*. halt-bound.

MORTON.—A VETERINARY TOXICOLOCICAL CHART,
Containing those Agents known tocause Death in the Horse ; with the Symptoms, Antidotes,
Action on the Tissues, andTests. ByW. J. T. Morton. 12mo. 65. in case ; 85. 6(/. on rollers.

MORTON.—A MANUAL OF PHARMACY,
For the Student in Veterinary Medicine ; containing the Substances employed at the Royal
Veterinarv College, with an Attempt at their Classification, and the Pharmacopoeia of that
Institution. By \V. J. T. Morton. 3d Edition, 12mo. IO5. cloth.

MOSELEY.—ILLUSTRATIONS OF PRACTICAL MECHANICS.
By the Rev. H. Moseley, M.A., Professor of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy in King's
College, London ; being the First Volume of the Illustrations of Science by the Professors
of King's College. 1 vol. fcap, 8vo. with numerous Woodcuts, 85. cloth.

, ......„g-„ .^., ,

1 vol. 8vo. with Woodcuts and Diagrams, 1/.45. cloth.
*' The work of Mr. Moseley is an elaborate^ profound^ accurate^ and elegant abstrncty and

purely mathematical disquisition^ on the theoretical principles of mechanics ; and will serve
to increase the author's high reputation as a mathematician."—Athenaeum.

MtJLLER.—INTRODUCTION TO A SCIENTIFIC SYSTEM OF MYTHOLOGY.
By C. O. Miiller, author of "The History and Antiquities of the Doric Race,^^ etc. Trans-
lated from the German by John Leitch. 8vo. uniform with " Miiller's Dorians," 125. cloth.

" Miiller's Introduction is a work of great merits and, in our opinion, the interest which it

tnust excite in all who set a proper value on the knowledge of antiquity , can scarcely be
exaggerated. It is the key to the poetry of Greece, since without a correct understanding of
mythology, it is impossible to appreciate that poetry. No school, college, or classical library
can be complete without Midler's valuable ' Introduction to Mythology.' ^'--Sunday Times.

MURRAY.—ENCYCLOPytDIA OF GEOGRAPHY
;

Comprising a complete Description of the Earth: exhibiting its Relation to the Heavenly
Bodies, its Physical Structure, the Natural History of each Countrj^ and the Industn^ Com-
merce, Political Institutions, and Civil and Social State of all Nations. By Hugh Murray,
F.R.S.E.: assisted in Astronomy, etc. by Professor Wallace; Geology, etc. by Professor
Jameson; Botany, etc. by Sir W. J. Hooker; Zoology, etc. by W. Swainson, Esq. New
Edition, with Supplement^ bringing down the Statistical Information contained in the Work,
to December 1843: with 82 Maps, drawn by Sidney Hall, and upwards of 1000 other
Engravings on Wood, from Drawings by Swainson, T. Landseer, Sowerby, Strutt, etc. repre-
senting the most remarkable Objects of Nature and Art in every Region of the Globe. 1 vol.

8vo. containing upwards of 1500 pages, 3/, cloth.
*»* The Supplement, containing the most important recent information,

may be had separately, price I5.
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NICOLAS.-THE CHRONOLOGY OF HISTORY,
. . , ^

Containing Tables, Calculations, and Statements indispensable for ascertaining- the Dates of

Historical Events, and of Public and Private Documents, from the Earliest Period to the

Present Time. By Sir Harris Nicolas, K.C. M.G. Second Edition, corrected throughout.

1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Title, 6.y. cloth.
** fFe strongly recommend to historical students the clear and accurate * Chronology of

History y^ by Sir Harris Nicolas, which contains all the information that can be practically

required.^^—Quarterly Review.

OWEN. —LECTURES ON THE COMPARATIVE ANATOMY AND PHYSI-
OLOGY OF THE INVERTEBRATE ANIMALS, delivered at the Royal College of Surgeons

in 1843. By Richard Owen, F.R.S. Hunterian Professor to the College. From Notes taken

by William White Cooper, M.R.C.S. and revised by Professor Owen. With Glossary and
Index. Svo. with nearly 140 illustrations on Wood, 145. cloth.

** By all who know the importance of Professor Owen's labours in the vast Jield of com-
parative anatomy^ this work will be hailed with delight. It treats only of the anatomy of
Invertebrata. Although delivered to medical men, the lectures contain a vast amount of
matter interesting to all who wish to know something of the wonderful laws which govern the

structure and functions of animated beings. IVe can also recommend them as being admirable
examples of the apvlication of the principles of inductive science to the study of organised
matter.^''— Dr.Lindley, in the Gardeners' Chronicle.
• »• A Second and concluding Volume, being the Lectures ron VertebrataJ delivered by

Prof. Owen during the present session, is in the Press.

PARKES.—DOMESTIC DUTIES

;

Or, Instructions to Young Married Ladies on the Management of their Households and the
Regulation of their Conduct in the various Relations and Duties of Married Life. By Mrs.
W. Parkes. 5th Edition, foolscap Svo. 9s. cloth.

PARNELL.—A TREATISE ON ROADS:
Wherein the Principles on which Roads should be made are explained and illustrated by the
Plans, Specifications, and Contracts made use of by Thomas Telford, Esq. on the Holyhead
Road. By the Right Hon. Sir Henry Pamell, Bart., Hon. Memb. Inst. Civ. Eng. London.
Second Edition, greatly enlarged, with 9 large Plates, 1/. la. cloth.

PEARSON.^PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES:
Consisting of a Form, short, but comprehensive, for the Morning and Evening of every day in

the week. Selected by the late E. Pearson, D.D., Master ofSidney Sussex College, Cambridge.
To which is prefixed, a Biographical Memoir of the Editor. New Edit. 18mo. 2s. 6rf. cloth.

PEARSON.—AN INTRODUCTION TO PRACTICAL ASTRONOMY:
By the Rev. W. Pearson, LL.D. F.R.S. etc. Rector of South Kilworth, Leicestershire, and
Treasurer to the Astronomical Society of London. 2 vols. 4to . with Plates, 7'- 7s- boards.

Vol. 1 contains Tables, recently computed, for facilitating the Reduction of Celestial Obser-
vations ; and a popular Explanation of their Construction and Use.

Vol.2 contains Descriptions of the various Instruments that have been usefully employed in

determining the Places of the Heavenly Bodies, with an Account of the Methods ofAdjusting
and Using them.

PERCIVALL.-THE ANATOMY OF THE HORSE;
Embracing the Structure of the Foot. By \V. Percivall, M.R.C.S. Svo. pp.478, 1/. cloth.

PERCIVALL.-HIPPOPATHOLOCY •

A Systematic Treatise on the Disorders and Lameness of the Horse ; with their Modern and
most approved Methods of Cure ; embracing the Doctrines of the English and French Veteri-

nary Schools. By \V. Percivall, M.R.C.S., Veterinary Surgeon in the First Life Guards.
Vol. 1, 8vo., 105. 6rf. boards ; vol. 2, Svo., 145. boards.

PEREIRA.—A TREATISE ON FOOD AND DIET:
With Observations on the Dietetical Regimen suited for Disordered States of the Digestive
Organs; and an Account of the Dietaries of some of the principal Metropolitan and other
Establishments for Paupers, Lunatics, Criminals, Children, the Sick, etc. By Jon. Pereira,

MD. F.R.S., author of ** Elements of Materia Medica/' Svo. I65. cloth.

** Dr. Pereira's book contains such an exposition of the entire subject of alimentary sub'
stances and diet as must be alike acceptable to the professional student and improving to the

general reader. The chapter on Dietaries—a most important subject ably treated—has a
present and vital interest.^''—Tail's Magazine.

PHILLIPS.—AN ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION TO MINERALOGY:
Comprising a Notice of the Characters and Elements of Minerals ; with Accounts of the Places
and Circumstances in which they are found. By William Phillips, F.L.S. M.G.S. etc. 4th
Edition, considerably augmented by R. Allan, F.'R.S.E. Svo. numerous Cuts, 125. cloth.

PHILLIPS.-FICURES & DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PALytOZOIC FOSSILS OF
CORNWALL, DEVON, and WEST SOMERSET; observed in the course of the Ordnance
Geological Survey of that District. By John Phillips, F.R.S. F.G.S. etc. Published by
Order of the Lords Commissioners of H. M. Treasury. Svo. with 60 Plates, comprising
very numerous Figures, 95. cloth.

PHILLIPS.—A GUIDE TO GEOLOGY.
By John Phillips, F.R.S. G.S. etc. 1 vol. foolscap Svo. with Plates, 55. cloth.

PHILLIPS—A TREATISE ON GEOLOGY.
By John Phillips, F.R.S. G.S. etc. 2 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles and Woodcuts.
125. cloth.

^i£ 'if^^ — — — 3ro
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PORTER.—A TREATISE ON THE MANUFACTURE OF SILK.
By G. R. Porter, Esq. F.R.S., author of ''The Prog:ress of the Nation,'^ etc. Ivol.Svo with
Vignette Title, and 39 Engravings ou Wood, 65. cloth.

PORTER.—A TREATISE ON THE MANUFACTURES OF PORCELAIN AND
GLASS. By G. R. Porter, Esq. F.R.S. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Title and 50
Woodcuts, 65. cloth.

PORTLOCK. - REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF THE COUNTY OF
LONDONDERRY, and of Parts of Tyrone and Fermanagh, examined and described under
the Authoritv of the Master-General and Board of Ordnance. By J. E. Portlock, F.R.S. etc.
8vo. with 48 Plates, 245. cloth.

POSTAN'S (CAPTAIN).—PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS ON SINDH,
The Manners and Customs of its Inhabitants, and its Productive Capabilities: with a Narra-
tive of the Recent Events. By Captain Postiins, Bombay Army, late Assistant to the Political
Agent, Sindh. 8vo. with Map, col'd Frontispiece, and'lllustrations on Wood. 185. cloth.

** For the interesting details of the manners and customs of the Sindhians of all classes,

and the various particulars which make up the description of the country , we refer the
reader to Capt. Postan'^s valuable work, which cannot fail to afford him equal information
and amusement.^'—As\7i\\c Journal.

POWELL.—THE HISTORY OF NATURAL PHILOSOPHY.
From the Earliest Periods to the Present Time. By Baden Powell, IVL A., Savilian Professor
of Mathematics in the University of Oxford. 1 vol. fcap. Svo. Vignette Title, 65. cloth.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
8vo. The last Part published is Part 10 for 1842, 6«. cloth.

PYCROFT.—A COURSE OF ENGLISH READING;
Adapted to every Taste and Capacity. With Anecdotes of Men of Genius. By the Rev.
James Pycroft, B.A., Trinity College, Oxford, author of *' Greek Grammar Practice,"
'* Latin Grammar Practice,^' etc. Foolscap 8vo., 65. 6rf. cloth.

*' This course is admirably adapted to promote a really intellectual study of history,
philosophy, and the belles lettres, as distinguishedfrom that mere accHmuluiion of words and
dates in the memory which passes for education. IVe would recommend to every idle and
inattentive reader, whether old or young, the author's sound and judicious advice, * How to

remember what we read."* "—John Bull.

REECE.—THE MEDICAL GUIDE:
For the use of the Clergy, Heads of Families, Seminaries, and Junior Practitioners in Medi-
cine ; comprising a complete Modern Dispensatory and a Practical Treatise on the distin-

guishing Symptoms, Causes, Prevention, Cure, and Palliation of the Diseases incident to the I

Human Frame. By R. Reeee, M.D., late Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of London,
etc. 16th Edition, Svo. 12*. boards.

REID (DR.)-ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF
VENTILATION: with Remarks on Warming, Exclusive Lighting, and the Communication
of Sound. By D. B. Reid, M.D. F.R.S.E. etc. Svo. with Diagrams, and 320 Engraviags on
Wood, I65. cloth.

** fVe regard this as a book of considerable interest and importance, and which must com-
mand a large share of public attention, as it contains a complete development of the theory
and practice— that is, the science and the art of ventilation, made known to the public for
the first time. There is 7iot a chapter that does not offer a great number of novel and
important suggestions, well worthy of the careful consideratio7i alike of the public and the
professions. It is, besides, full of curious illustrations ; the descriptions and application of
the 'principles'* being interspersed throughout, with a variety of amusing anecdotes bearing
upon the general jm6j<?c<."—Morning Chronicle.

REPTON.—THE LANDSCAPE GARDENING & LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
of the late Humphrey Repton, Esq.; being his entire Works on these subjects. New
Edition, with an Historical and Scientific Introduction, a systematic Analysis, a Biographical
Notice, Notes, and a copious Alphabetical Index. By J. C. Loudon, F.L.S., etc. Originally

Sublished in one folio and three quarto volumes, and now comprised in 1 vol. Svo. illustrated

y upwards of 250 Engravings, and Portrait, 305. cloth ; with coloured Plates, 3/. 65. cloth.

RIDDLE-A COMPLETE ENGLISH-LATIN AND LATIN'ENGUSH DIC-
TIONARY, compiled from the best sources, chiefly German. By the Rev. J. E. Riddle,
MA. 3cl Edition, corrected and enlarged. Svo. 31.<f. 6</. cloth.

*,* Separately—The English-Latin part, 10s. 6rf. cloth; the Latin-English part, 21*. cloth.

RIDDLE.—A DIAMOND LATIN ENGLISH DICTIONARY.
For the waistcoat-pocket. A Guide to the Meaning, Quality, and right Accentuation of
Latin Classical Words. By the Rev. J. E. Riddle, M. A. Royal 32mo. 45. bound.

RIDDLE.- LETTERS FROM -AN ABSENT GODFATHER;
Or, a Compendium of Religious Instruction for Young Persons. By the Rev. J. E. Riddle,
M.A. Foolscap Svo. 6s. cloth.

RIDDLE.—ECCLESIASTICAL CHRONOLOGY;
Or, Annals of the Christian Church, from its Foundation to the present Time. Containing a
View of General Church History, and the Course of Secular Events ; the Limits of the Church
and its Relations to the State ; Controversies; Sects and Parties; Rites, Institutions, and
Discipline ; Ecclesiastical Writers. The whole arranged according to the order of Dates, and
divided into Seven Periods. To which are added. Lists of Councils and Popes, Patriarchs,
and Archbishops of Canterbury. By the Rev. J. E. Riddle, M.A. Svo. 155. cloth.
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RIVERS.—THE ROSE AMATEUR'S GUIDE:
Containing ample Descriptions of all the fine leading varieties of Roses, regularly classed in

their respective Families; their History and mode of Culture. By T. Rivers, Jun. Third
Edition, corrected and improved, foolscap 8vo. 65. cloth.

** Mr. Rivers is the best authority on the subject of the cultivation of the rose ; his book is

nneo'ceptionable and comprehensive, and supplies^ indeed, all the information regarding the
various varieties that can be rfe«irerf"—Gentleman's Magazine.

ROBERTS.-A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF THE CULTURE OF THE VINE
under GLASS. By James Roberts, Gardener to M. Wilson, Esq., Eshton, Hall, Yorkshire.
l2mo.6».6rf. cloth.

ROBERTS.—AN ETYMOLOGICAL AND EXPLANATORY DICTIONARY OF
the TERMS and LANGUAGE of GEOLOGY; designed for the early Student, and those
who have not made great progress in the Science. By G. Roberts. Foolscap 8vo. 6», cloth.

ROBINSON.-GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON TO THE NEW TESTAMENT.
By P2. Robinson, V.D., author of *' Biblical Researches,^'' Edited, with careful revision,
corrections, etc., by the Rev. Dr. Bloomfield. 1 vol. 8vo. \Ss. cloth.

ROGERS.—THE VEGETABLE CULTIVATOR:
Containing a plain and accurate Description of all the diflferent Species of Culinary Vegetables,
with the most approved Method of Cultivating them by Natural and Artificial Means, and the
best Modes of Cooking them ; alphabetically arranged. Together vnth a Description of the
Physical Herbs in General Use. Also, some Recollections of the Life of Philip Miller, F.A.S.,
Gardener to the Worshipful Company of Apothecaries at Chelsea. By John Rogers, author
of ''The Fruit Cultivator." 2d Edition, foolscap 8vo. "Js. cloth,

ROME.—THE HISTORY OF ROME.
2 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Titles, \2s. cloth.

RONALDS.—THE FLY- FISHER'S ENTOMOLOGY,
Illustrated by coloured Representations of the Natural and Artificial Insect; and accom-
panied by a few Observations and Instructions relative to Trout and Grayling Fishing. By
Alfred Ronalds. 2d edition, with 20 Copper Plates, coloured, 8vo. 14«. cloth.

ROSCOE.-LIVES OF EMINENT BRITISH LAWYERS.
By Henry Roscoe, Esq. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Title, 6*. cloth.

SANDBY (REV. GO- MESMERISM AND ITS OPPONENTS:
With a Narrative of Cases. By the Rev, George Sandby, Jun., Vicar of Flixton, and Rector
of All Saints with St. Nicholas, South Elmham, Suffolk; Domestic Chaplain to the Right
Hon. the Earl of Abergavenny. Foolscap 8vo. 6». cloth.

** A book written by a clergymati well known to be a man of high character^ great talent,
and clear intellect^ coolly turning supposed illusions into facts, proving their reality by a
cloud of witnesses in addition to his oicn experience, and accounting on philosophical prin-
ciples for seetning miracles, belief in which had been set down as evidence either of the grossest
ignorance or the wildest insanity I We look upon the appearance of Mr. Sandby's volume
as an important event in the progress of philosophy , for it is impossible to suspect the author
of either folly or charlatanism. His cases are soberly stated, his reasonings logical, and his
deductions inevitable.'"—Indian News.

SANDFORD.—WOMAN IN HER SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC CHARACTER.
By Mrs. John Sandford. 6th Edition, foolscap Svo. 6s. cloth.

Causes of Female Influence ; Value of Letters to Woman ; Importance of Religion to Woman ;

Christianity the Source of Female Excellence; Scripture illustrative of Female Character

;

Female Influence on Religion; Female Defects ; Female Romance; Female Education; Female
Duties.

SANDFORD.—FEMALE IMPROVEMENT.
By Mrs. John Sandford. 2d Edition, foolscap Svo. 7s. 6d. cloth.

The Formation of Female Character ; Religion, a paramount Object ; the Importance of Religious
Knowledge

; Christianity, Doctrinal and Practical; the Employment of Time ; Study, its 5lode
and its Recommendation; Accomplishment; Temper; Taste; Benevolence; Marriage; the
Young Wife ; the Young Mother.

SANDHURST COLLEGE MATHEMATICAL COURSE.
ELEMENTS of ARITHMETIC and ALGEBRA. By W. Scott, Esq., A.M. andF.R.A.S.
Second Mathematical Professor at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. Being the
Second Volume of the Sandhurst Course of Mathematics. Svo. IGs. bound.

*^ This ej'cellent treatise is admirably adaptedfor the purpose which it isintended to answer,
and certain to prove as permanently beneficial to the interests and credit of the Institution
as it is honourable to Prof. Scott's talents. It is, we perceive, the first of a series which is to
covstitutc a i^eneral course of mathematics, and tchich, token completed, will be an invaluable
addition to the cash books already in use at Sandhurst."—United Service Gazette.

PRACTICAL ASTRONOMY and GEODESY. By John Narrien, F.R.S. and R.A.S.
Professor of Mathematics in the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. Being the Third
Volume of the Sandhurst Mathematical Course. Svo. Just ready.

ik-

thft Royal Military College, Sandhurst. Being the First Volume of the Sandhurst Course of
Mathematics. Svo. with many Diagrams, IO5. 6rf. bound.
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SAVAGE.—A DICTIONARY OF PRINTING.
By William Savage, author of *' Practical Hints on Decorative Printing," and a Treatise
** On the Preparation of Printing Ink, both Black and Coloured." In 1 vol. 8vo. with numerous
Diagrams, 1/. 6a. cloth.

SCORESBY.—MACNETICAL INVESTIGATIONS.
By the Rev. William Scoresby, D.D. F.R.S L. and E. etc. etc. Comprising Investigations
concerning the Laws or Principles affecting the Power of Magnetic Steel Plates or Bars, in
combination as well as singly, under various conditions as to Mass, Hardness, Quality, Form
etc. as also concerning the comparative Powers of Cast Iron. Part 2, 8vo. lOs. 6d. cloth. ^

Part 1, with Plates, 5a.

SCOTT.-THE HISTORY OF SCOTLAND.
By Sir Walter Scott, Bart. New Edition, 2 vols, foolscap Svo.with Vignette Titles, 12a. cloth.

SEAWARD.—SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE OF HIS SHIPWRECK,
and consequent Discovery of certain Islands in the Caribbean Sea: with a Detail of many
extraordinary and highly interesting Events in his Life, from 1/33 to 1/49, as written in his
own Diary. Edited by Miss Jane Porter. 3d Edition, with a New Nautical and Geographical
Introduction, containing Extracts from a Paper by Mr. C. F. Collett, of the Royal Navy,
identifying the Islands described by Sir Edward Seaward. 2 vols, post 8vo. 21a. cloth.

SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS:
From Chaucer to Withers. With Biographical Sketches, by R. Soutbey, LL.D. 1 vol. 8vo.
30a. cloth ; or 31a. 6rf. with gilt edges.

SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS

:

From Ben Jonson to Beattie. With Biographical and Critical Prefaces by Dr. Aikin. ] vol.
8vo. 18a. cloth ; or 20a. with gilt edges.

,* The peculiar featttre of these two works is, that the Poems included are printed et?tire,
without mutilation or abridgment ; care being- taken that such poems only are included as are
Jit for the perusal of youth, or for reading aloud,

SHAKSPEARE, BY BOWDLER.
THE FAMILY SHAKSPEARE , in which nothing is added to the OriginalText ; but those
Words and Expressions are omitted which cannot with propriety be read aloud. By T.
Bowdler, Esq. F.R.S. Seventh Edition (1839), 1 large vol. 8vo. with 36 Illustrations after
Smirke, etc. 30a. cloth ; or 31a. M. gilt edges.

*»• A LIBRARY EDITION, without Illustrations, 8 vols. 8vo. Al. 14a. 6rf. boards.

SHELLEY, ETC.—LIVES OF THE MOST EMINENT LITERARY MEN OF
ITALY, SPAIN and PORTUGAL. By Mrs. Shelley, Sir D. Brewster, J. Montgomery, etc.
3 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Titles, 18a. cloth.

SHELLEY.- LIVES OF THE MOST EMINENT FRENCH WRITERS.
By Mrs. Shelley and others. 2 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Titles, 12a. cloth.

SHORT WHIST

:

Its Rise, Progress, and Laws ; with Observations to make anyone a Whist Player ; containing
also the Laws of Piquet, Cassino, Ecarte, Cribbage, Backgammon. By Major A * * * * *^

7th Edition. To which are added, Precepts for Tyros. By Mrs. B ***** Foolscap 8vo.
3a. cloth, gilt edges.

SISMONDI.—THE HISTORY OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLICS;
Or, of the Origin, Progress, and Fall of Freedom in Italy, from A.D. 4/6 to 1805. By J. C. L.
De Sismondi. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Title, 6a. cloth.

SISMONDI.-THE HISTORY OF THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.
Comprising a View of the Invasion and Settlement of the Barbarians. By J. C.L. De Sismondi.
2 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Titles, 12a. cloth.

SMITH—AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF BOTANY.
By Sir J. E. Smith, late President of the Linnaean Society. 7th Edition (1833) , corrected ; in
which the object of Smith's ** Grammar of Botany^^ is combined with that of the ** Intro-
duction." By Sir William Jackson Hooker, K.H. LL.D. etc. 1 vol. 8vo. pp. 522, with
36 Steel Plates, 16a. cloth ; coloured Plates, 21. 12a. 6c?. cloth.

SMITH -COMPENDIUM OF THE ENGLISH FLORA.
By Sir J. E. Smith. 2d Edition, wuth Additions and Corrections. By Sir W. E. Hooker.
1-Jmo. 7s. 6rf. cloth. THE SAME IN LATIN. 5th Edition, 12mo. 7s. 6rf.

SMITH.-THE ENGLISH FLORA.
By Sir James Edward Smith, M.D. F.R.S., late President of the Linnaean Society, etc.
6 vols. 8vo. 3^ 12a. boards.

CONTENTS :

Vols. I. to IV. the Flowering Plants and the Ferns, 21. Sa.

Vol. V. Part 1,12a. — Cryptogamia; comprising i Vol. V. Part 2, 12a.—The Fungi—completing
the Mosses, Hepatica?, Lichens, Chara- I the work, by Sir W. J. Hooker, and the
ceae, and Algae. By Sir W. J. Hooker. ' Rev. M. J. Berkeley, F.L.S. etc.

SMITH.—THE WORKS OF THE REV. SYDNEY SMITH.
2d Edition, 3 vols. 8vo. with Portrait, pp. 1412, 36a, cloth.

** This collection consists of the Author^ s contributions to the ** Edinburgh Review^" Peter
Plymlry's''* Letters on the Catholics," and other miscellaneous works.
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SMITH.—LETTERS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE CATHOLICS,
To my BROTHER ABRAHAM who lives in the COUNTRY. By Peter Plymley. 21st Edition,

post 8vo. pp. 200, 78. cloth.

SMITH.—THE MEMOIRS OF THE MARQUIS DE POMBAL.
By John Smith, Private Secretary to the Marquis do Saldana. 2 vols. 8vo. with Portrait

and Autograph, 2l5. cloth.
. , i i. ,

These Memoirs of this illustrious Portuguese Statesman, designated by his countrymen the
** Great Marquis," contain details of the terrible earthquake in 1755—The energy of Pombal on

that awful occasion—The establishment of the Oporto Wine Company—The Duke of Aveiro's

conspiracy— Rupture with the Court of Rome—Strange hallucinations of the Jesuit Malagrida—
Suppression of the Jesuit order throughout Europe effected by Pombal's energ^y and address—

SMITH—AN INQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF THE WEALTH
OF NATIONS. By Adam Smith, LL.D. With a Life of the Author, an Introductory

Discourse, Notes, and Supplemental Dissertation. By J. R. M'CuUoch. New Edition,

corrected throughout, and greatly enlarged, 8vo. with Portrait, 1/. Is. cloth.

SOUTHEY'S (ROBERT) COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS:
Containg all the Author's last Introductions and Notes. Complete in one volume, medium
8vo. with Portrait and Vignette, uniform with Byron's Poems and Thomas Moore's Poetical

Works, 21*.; or 425. bound in morocco, in the best manner, by Hayday.
Also, an Edition in 10 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Portrait and 19 Plates, 21. 10«.

The following may be had, bound separately, in cloth:—
JOAN OF ARC 1 vol. bs.

MADOC lvol.5«.
CURSE OF KEHAMA - - - 1 vol. bs.

THALABA 1vol. 5«.

BALLADS, etc. 2 vols. 105.

RODERICK 1vol. b».

SOUTHEY, ETC.-LIVES OF THE BRITISH ADMIRALS;
With an Introductory View of the Naval History of England. By R. Southey, Esq. and
R. Bell, Esq. 5 vols, foolscap Svo., with Vignette Titles, 1/. 10*. cloth.

SPACKMAN.-STATISTICAL TABLES
Of the Apiculture, Shipping, Colonies, Manufactures, Commerce, and Population of the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and its Dependencies, brought down to the year 1843.

Compiled from Official Returns. By W. F. Spackman, Esq. Fcap. 8vo. pp. 162, 55. cloth.

SPALDING—THE PHILOSOPHY OF CHRISTIAN MORALS.
By Samuel Spalding, M.A. of the London University. 8vo. 10*. 6rf. cloth.
*' The whole work is throughout thoughtfully and eloquently written.''''—Athenaeum.

SPIRIT OF THE WOODS.
By the author of '*The Moral of Flowers." 2d Edition, 1 vol. royal Svo. with 23 beautifully

coloured Engravings of the Forest Trees of Great Britain, 1^. 11*. 6rf. cloth.

SPOONER.— A TREATISE ON THE STRUCTURE, FUNCTIONS, AND
DISEASES of the FOOT and LEG of the HORSE; comprehending the Comparative Anatomy
of these Parts in other Animals ; embracing the subject of Shoeing and the proper Treatment
of the Foot; with the Rationale and Effects of various Important Operations, and the best

Methods of performing them. By W. C. Spooner, M.R.V.(;. 12mo. 7*. Qd. cloth.

STEAM ENGINE, BY THE ARTIZAN CLUB.
A Treatise on the Steam Engine. By the Artizau Club. Nos. 1 to 4, 4to. Is. each, sewed.
To be completed in 24 Monthly Parts, each illustrated by a Steel Plate and several Woodcuts.

** The treatise is marked by the same cleverness and vivacity which belongs to * the Club ;^

it is well illustrated with woodcuts^ and seems likely^ as far as we can judge, to answer the
important purpose of dij^^using sound information among the artisans of this country in an
agreeable and interesting manner.'^—Railway Chronicle.

STEBBING.—THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
From its Foundation to A.D. 1492. By the Rev H. Stebbing, M.A., etc. 2 vols, foolscap Svo.
with Vignette Titles, 125. cloth.

STEBBING.—THE HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION.
By the Rev. H. Stebbing. 2 vols, foolscap 8vo. with Vignette Titles, 12*. cloth.

STEPHENS.—A MANUAL OF BRITISH COLEOPTERA
;

Or, BEETLES : containing a Description of all the Species of Beetles hitherto ascertained to

inhabit Great Britain and^lreland, etc. With a complete Index of the Genera. By J. F.
Stephens, F.L.S., author of " Illustrations of Entomology." 1 vol. post Svo. 145. cloth.

\ SHIPMASTER'S ASSISTANT,
ONER'S MANUAL; containing Infer

STEEL'S
And OAVNER'S MANUAL; containing Information necessary for persons connected with
Mercantile Affairs ; consisting of the Regulation Acts of the Customs for the United King-
dom, and British Possessions abroad; Navigation Laws ; Reo^istry Acts ; Duties of Customs
of the United Kingdom, the British Plantations in America, Canada, and Isle of Man ; in the
East Indies, Cape of Good Hope, New South Wales, and Van Dieman's Land; Smuggling
Acts ; Pilotage throughout England and Scotland ; Insurances ; Commercial Treaties ; Dock
Charges oi\ Shipping, etc. New Edition, corrected by J. Stikeman, Secretary to the East
India and China Association. With Tables of Monies, Weights, Measures, and Exchanges.
By Dr. Kelly. With a Supplement. 1 vol. Svo. H. I5. cloth.
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STRONG—GREECE AS A KINCDOrvq :

A Statistical Description of that Country— its Laws, Commerce, Resources, Public Institutions
Army, Navy, etc. -from the Arrival of King Otho, in 1833, down to the present time From'
Official Documents and Authentic Sources. By Frederick Strong, Esq., Consul at Athens for
the l^ngdoms of Bavaria and Hanover. 8vo. 155. cloth.

SUMMERLY (MRS. FELIX).-THE MOTHER'S PRIViER

:

A Little Child's First Steps in many Ways. By Mrs. Felix Summerly. Fcap. 8vo. printed
in colours, with a Frontispiece drawn on zinc by William Mulready, R.A. 1*. sewed.

SUNDAY LIBRARY :

Containing nearly One Hundred Sermons by the following eminent Divines. With Notes,
etc. by the Rev. T. F. Dibdin, D.D. 6 vols, foolscap 8vo. with 6 Portraits, 305. cloth.

Archbp. Lawrence
— Seeker

Bp. Bloomfield
— Gray
— Heber
— Hobart
— Home
— Horsley
— Huntiugford
— Maltby

Bp. Mant
— Newton
— Porteus
— J. B.Sumner
— Van Mildert
Dean Chandler
Archdeacon Nares— Pott
Dr. Blair
— Chalmers

Dr. D'Oyly
— Paley
— Parr
— Shuttleworth
Professor White
Rev. Arch. Alison
— C. Benson
— Joshua Gilpin
— G. Haggitt
— Robert Hall

Rev. J. Hewlett
— A. Irvine
— W. Jones (of ^

Nayland)
— C . W. Le Bas
— H.H.Milman
— R. Morehead
— Thos.Rennell
— J. H. Spry
— Sydney Smith
— Thos.Townson

SWAINSON.—A PRELLVIINARY DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY OF NATURAL
HISTORY". By W. Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. 65. cloth.

A TREATISE ON THE NATURAL HIS-
TORY& CLASSIFICATION of ANIMALS.
By VV. Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo.
65. cloth.

NATURAL HISTORY AND CLASSIFICA-
TION OF QUADRUPEDS. By W. Swain-
son, Esq. 1 vol. foolscap 8vo. with Vignette
Title, and 1/6 Woodcuts, G*. cloth.

NATURAL HISTORY AND CLASSIFICA-
TION OF BIRDS. By W. Swainson, Esq.
2 vols, foolscap 8vo. Vignette Titles, and
above 300 Woodcuts, 12«. cloth.

A TREATISE ON MALACOLOGY; Or, the
Natural Classification of Shells and Shell-
Fish. By W.^Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. fcap.
8vo. with Vignette Title and very numerous
Illustrations in Wood, 65. cloth.

NATURAL HISTORY AND CLASSIFICA-
TION OF FISH, AMPHIBIANS, AND
REPTILES. By W. Swainson, Esq. 2 vols,
foolscap 8vo. with numerous Woodcuts and
Vignette Titles, 12s. cloth.

HABITS AND INSTINCT OF ANIMALS.
By W. Swainson, Esq. 1 vol. fcap. 8vo. with
Vignette and numerous Woodcuts, 65. cloth.

ANIMALS IN MENAGERIES. By W. Swain-
son, Esq. Fcap. 8vo. Vignette Title and
numerous Woodcuts, 6s. cloth.

HISTORY AND NATURAL ARRANGE-
MENT OF INSECTS. By W. Swidiison,
Esq. and W. E. Shuckard, Esq. 1 vol.
foolscap Svo.with Vignette Title and VVood-
cutSj 6s. cloth.

SWITZERLAND.-THE HISTORY OF SWITZERLAND.
1 vol. foolscap Svo. with Vignette Title, 6s. cloth.

TATE.-HORATIUS RESTITUTUS;
Or, the Books of Horace arranged in Chronological Order, according to the Scheme of Dr.
Bentley, from the Text of Gesner, corrected and improved. With a Preliminary Dissertation,
very much enlarged, on the Chronology of the Works, on the Localities, and on the Life
and Character of that Poet. By James Tate, M.A. Second edition, to which is now added,
an original Treatise on the Metres of Horace. Svo. 12s. cloth.

TATE -THE CONTINUOUS HISTORY OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF
ST. PAUL, on the hasis of the Acts ; with Intercalary Matter of Sacred Narrative, supplied
from the Epistles, and elucidated in occasional Dissertations : with the Hora? Paulinas of
Dr. Paley, in a more correct edition, subjoined. By James Tate, M.A., Canon Residentiary
of St. Paul's. Svo. with Map, 13s. cloth.

TAYLER (REV CHARLES B.>- MARGARET;
Or, the Pearl. By the Rev. Charles B. Tayler, M.A. Rector, of St. Peter s, Chester, author
of* May You Like It,'' " Records of a Good Man's Life," etc. Foolscap Svo. 6s.

^^ The design of this very pleasiu^and attractive story is to shew the errors of Tractarian-
is'/j, and the happy effects that flow from a strict dischar'^e of our duties^ religions and moral.
The book is written in a style extremely sracrfuU und is altogether freefrom that narrow-
minded spirit which has but too frequently appeared of late in works of the same descrip-
/ion."—Atlas.

TAYLER (REV. CHARLES B.)—TRACTARIANISM NOT OF GOD.
Plain Sermons for the Times. By the Rev C.B. Tayler, Rectoi of St. Peter's, and Evening
Lecturer at St. Mary's Church, Chester.

—

Iv the press.

TAYLER (REV. CHARLES B.)-DORA IVIELDER :

A Story of Alsace. By Mcta Sander. A Translation. Edited by the Rev. C. B. Tayler,
author of "Records of a Good Man's Life," etc. Fcp. Svo., pp.286, 2 Illustrations, 7s. cloth.

TAYLOR.—THE STATESMAN.
By Henry Taylor, Esq., author of "Philip Van Artevelde." 12mo. 6s. 6rf. boards.

THACKER.- POCKET COMPENDIUM OF COURSING RULES & BYE- LAWS,
ForUse in the Field. By Thomas Thackcr. Is. 6cf. sewed.

cK"
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THACKER.—THE COURSER'S ANNUAL REMEMBRANCER, AND STUD-
BOOK ; being an Alphabetical Return of the Running at all the Public Coursiujr Clubs in

England, Ireland, and Scotland, for the Season 1841-42; with the Pedigrees (as far as

received) of the Dogs that won, and the Dogs that ran up second for each Prize; also, a

Return of all Single Matches run at those Meetings ; with a Preliminary Essay on the

Decision of Short Courses. ByT.Thacker. 8vo. 10s. cloth.

THIRLWALL.—THE HISTORY OF GREECE.
By the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of St. David's. 8 vols, foolscap Svo. with Vignette Titles,

2/. 8*. cloth.

THOMSON'S SEASONS.
Edited by Bolton Corney, Esq. Illustrated with Seventy-seven Designs drawn on Wood by
the following Members of the Etching Club :

—

J. Bell, Sculptor.
C. W.Copc.
Thomas Creswick.

Frank Stone.
C. Stonhouse.
F. Tayler.

H. J. Townsend,
T. Webster, A.R.A.

J. C. Horsley.
J. P Knight.
R.Redgrave, A.R.A.

Engraved by Thompson and other eminent Engravers.
Square crown 8vo. 2l8. cloth ; in morocco in the best manner by Hayday, 36s.

** Few wnrhs of the class have a fairer prospect of popularity than this new edition of
Thomson^ illustrated by the members of the Etching Club. Most of the designs are in accord-
ance with the spirit of the author,—some of them beautiful. The landscape vignettes con-
tributed by Mr. Creswick entitle him to a Jirst place as a book illustrator ; exhibiting a
versatility of talent for which his warmest admirers cuuld hitherto have hardly ventured to

give him credit. Mr. F. Tayler is not far behind, as his designs at pp. 11, 12, and2f)^ will
most satisfactorily prove; and he comes one step nearer historical art than Mr. Creswick, in
right of his clever management of rustic figures. Messrs. Cope, Horsley, Redgrave, and
Bell, with all their true English feeling, and the grace of their conceptions, are a degree
more ambitious. Mr. Bell's preparatory outline of * Spring ' gives indications of grace,
poetry, and fancy , worthy oj being carried to the highest perfection. This book is beauti-
fully brought out; the vignettes arefrom copper, blocks produced by the electrotype process.
This gives a peculiarity of effect to the impressions more easy to perceive than to describe.
Other of our classical poems are to follow, illustrated in a similar fashion. Mr. Bolton
Corney 's labours are not the less to be commended because they are unobtrusive ; the work is

ej'tremely well edited, and therefore entitled to a place on the library shelf as well as on the
drawing-room table."—AthenaBum.

Uniform with ** Thomson's Seasons,'*
GOLDSMITH'S POETICAL WORKS, illustrated with Engravings on Wood, from Designs
by Members of the Etching Club.

—

In the press.

THOMSON.—AN ELEMENTARY TREATISE ON ALGEBRA,
Theoretical and Practical. By James Thomson, LL.D. Professor of Mathematics in the
University of Glasgow. 12mo. 5^. cloth.

** For clearness, simplicity., and completeness, it woiild be diffic7ilt to iinagine a superior
performance to Dr. Thomson's. Any intelligent individual might teach himselffrom it, and
in the hands of an able master it must prove invaluable. We recommend it to mathematical
readers, teachers^ and students, as incomparably the best elementary treatise and the most
comprehensive tewt-book af the science.''— K\.\2iS.

THOMSON.—THE DOMESTIC MANAGEMENT OF THE SICK ROOM,
Necessary, in Aid of Medical Treatment, for the Cure of Diseases. By Anthony Todd
Thomson, M.D. F.L.S. etc. 1 vol. post Svo. pp. 518, 10». 6rf. cloth.

TOMLINS. — A POPULAR LAW DICTIONARY;
Familiarly explaining the Terras and Nature of English Law; adapted to the comprehension of
Persons not educated for the Legal Profession, and affording Information peculiarly usefxil to
Magistrates, Merchants, Parochial Officers, and others. By Thomas Edlyne Tomlins, Attorney
and Solicitor. In 1 thick vol. post Svo. IS*, cloth.

The whole work has been revised by a Barrister,

TOOKE.—A HISTORY OF PRICES;
With reference to the Causes of their principal Variations, from 1792 to the Present Time.
Preceded by a Sketch of the History of the Corn Trade in the last Two Centuries. By
Thomas Tooke, Esq. F.R.S. 2vols.8vo. 1/. \6s. cloth.

A continuation of the above,
AN ACCOUNT of PRICES and of the State of the CIRCULATION in 1S38 and 1839; with
Remarks on the Corn Laws, and on proposed Alterations in our Banking System. Svo.
12*. cloth.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY,
Svo. The last Part published is Part 4 of Vol. ill. with Plates, 6s. 6d.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON-
4to. The last Part published is Part 3, Vol. 111. with Plates, 19s. 6rf. coloured, and 125. plain.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS OFLONDON : consisting of a Series of Papers on ** Antiquities, »' and ** Construction." By
R. Willis, M.A, F.R.S. etc. i Ambrose Poynter; Herr Hallmann, of Hanover: Dr. Faraday;
Mr. Bracebridge; Herr Beuth, of Berlin ; Joseph Gwilt, F.S. A- F.A.S.; Mr. C. H. Smith ;

Mr. C. Fowler, Hon. Sec; Mr. W. A. Nicholson, of Lincoln; and Mr. J. P. Papworth.
Vol. I. Part 2, 4to. with numerous lithographic and woodcut Illustrations, 24s. cloth.

*»* Part I. Vol. I. nnif»)rm with the above, 16s. cloth.

TRANSACTIONS OF THE LINNEAN SOCIETY OF LONDON.
The last Part published is Part 2, Vol. XIX. 4to. with Plates, 21*
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TRANSACTIONS OF THE INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.
4to. Vol. II. with Twenty-three finely eugravert Plates, 285. ch^th.

Vol. III., with Nineteen finely engraved Plates. 21. 123. 6d. cloth.

TROLLOPE—THE LAURRINCTONS ; OR, SUPERIOR PEOPLE.
By Mrs. TroUope, author of *' Widow Baruaby," etc. 3 vols, post 8vo. 31s. 6d. boards.

TURNER.—THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND,
From the Earliest Period to the Death of Elizabeth. By Sharon Turner, Esq. F.A.S. R.A.S.L.
12vols.8vo.8;. 35. cloth.

Or four separate portions^ nsfoUotrs:—
THE HISTORY of the ANCiLO-SAXONS ; comprising the History of England from the

Earliest Period to the Norman Conquest 6th Edition, 3 vols. 8vo. 2/. 55. boards.
THE HISTORY of ENGLAND during the MIDDLE AGES; comprising the Reigns from
William the Conqueror to the Accession of Henry VIII., and also the History of the Litera-
ture, Religion, Poetry, and Progress of the Reformation, and of the Language during that
period. 3d Edition, 5 vols. 8vo. 3/. boards.

THE HISTORY of the REIGN of HENRY VIII. ; comprising the Political History of the
commencement of the English Reformation : being the First Part of the Modern History of
England. 3d Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 265. boards.

THE HISTORY of the REIGNS of EDWARD VI., MARY, and ELIZABETH ; being the
Second Part of the Modern History of England. 3d Edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 325. boards.

TURNEE.—THE SACRED HISTORY OF THE WORLD,
Philosophically considered. By S. Turner, F.S. A. R.A.S.L. New Edit. 3 vols. 8vo. 425. bds.

Vol. 1 considers the Creation and System of the Earth, and of its Vegetable and Animal Races
and Material Laws, and Formation of Mankind.

Vol. 2, the Divine Economy in its special Relation to Mankind, and in the Deluge, and the
History of Human Affairs.

Vol. 3, the Provisions for the Perpetuation and Support of the Human Race, the Divine System
of our Social Combinations, and the Supernatural History of the World.

TURNER.-A TREATISE ON THE FOOT OF THE HORSE,
And a New System of Shoeing, by One-sided Nailing; and on the Nature, Origin, and
Symptoms of the Navicular Joint Lameness, with Preventive and Curative Treatment. By
James Turner, M.R.V.C. Royal 8vo. pp. 118, 7«- 6d. boards.

TURTON'S (DR.) MANUAL OF THE LAND AND FRESHWATER SHELLS OF
THE BRITISH ISLANDS. A new Edition, thoroughly revised, and with considerable
Additions. By John Edward Gray, Keeper of the Zoological Collection in the British Museum.
1 vol. post 8vo. with Woodcuts, and 12 coloured Plates, 155. cloth.

URE.-DICTIONARY OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND MINES;
Containing a clear Exposition of their Principles and Practice. Bv Andrew Ure, M.D.
F.R.S. M.G.S. M.A.S. Lond. ; M. Acad. N.S. Philad. ; S. Ph. Soc. N. Germ. Hanov. ; Mullii.

etc. etc. Third Edition, corrected. 8vo. illustrated with 124U Woodcuts, 505. cloth.

In the press, by the same Author,
RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN ARTS, MANUFACTURES, AND MINES; being a

Supplement to his Dictionary.

WALKER (GEO.)-CHESS STUDIES :

Comprising One Thousand Games actually Played during the last Half Century
i presenting

a unique Collection of Classical and Brilliant Specimens of Chess Skill in every stage of
the Game, and thus forming a complete Encyclopaedia of Reference. By George Walker.
Medium 8vo. IO5. 6d. sewed.

•* This collection of specimens of chess shill is unique, and forms a complete encyclopcedia of
reference to the student and player. It contains upwards of 1000 games,, all of thon the
classical exploits of the best chess warriors of the age. Every student and lover of the

fascinating game should possess himself of Mr. Walker's book.''''—Examiner.

WARDLAW.-DISCOURSES ON THE PRINCIPAL POINTS OF THE SOCINIAN
CONTROVERSY—the Unity of G od, and the Trinity of Persons in the Godhead—the Supreme
Divinity of Jesus Christ—the Doctrine of the Atonement— the Christian Character, etc.

By Ralph Wardlaw, D.D. 5th Edition, 8vo. 15s. cloth.

WATERTON.-ESSAYS ON NATURAL HISTORY,
Chiefly Ornithology. By Charles Waterton, Esq., author of * 'Wanderings in South

America." With an Autobiography of the Author, and a View of Walton Hall. 5th Edition,

foolscap 8vo. 8*. cloth.

SECOND SERIES. With Continuation of Mr. Waterton's Autobiography. Fcap. 8vo. with

Vignette by T. Creswick, A.R.A. 6s. 6fl?. cloth.

** // gives us hearty pleasure to meet with Mr. Waterton again. To miserable mortals * close

in populous cities pent,' his books are as a vigorous autumn air. He is a chartnivg writer.

Candid, eordial, good-hearted, and full of the most masculine sympathies, fits Autobiography

xcxU rank with the most piquant and cumprehrnsive pieces of that kind of writing in the

language. His Essays, ^cith little of the learned pretences, have a store of cheerful wisdom

in them which yields unfailing instructivensss and pleasure."—Exanuner.

WATHEN.-ARTS, ANTIQUITIES, AND CHRONOLOGY OF ANCIENT
EGYPT, from Personal Observations in 1839. By G. H. Wathen, Architect. RoyalSvo. with

Plates and Woodcuts, from the Author's own Sketches. 16s. cloth.
* To commend or recommend Mr. Wathen's volume, aftf^r what we have extracted from it,

would he superfluous. The antiquary, the scholar, the philosopher, the artist, in short, every

educated man who reads, either for instruction or entertainment, must be interested in its

* -
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WEBSTER.-AN ENCYCLOP/EDIA O*^, DOMESTIC^
Comprising such subjects as are most

'^'^J'f\^^fy^?I'^''^{ WarminLr, Ventilatinfr, and
The Construction of Domestic Edifices, with the modes^m.^J'^^^

^^.^g ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^.^
Lighting thcm-A description of the va»'\o"^^^J'^'^of%"hVAnimal and Vegetable Substances

'
• and preparing them by Cooking-Making

ion of all kinds of Fermented Liquors used

^* . . 1 J • i-w ^oo aiifi fhp Toilet— Business of the Laundry

-

as Beverage— Materials employed in Dress ana tne ^oii^i- ^^^ ^^ ^ . ,,^, /

Materials-Duties of Servants-A general accouu.^..
;V:„;^"w them by'Cooking-Makinj

used as Food, and the methods of Preservmg and preparing ine)^ S^^^^^^^^^

Bread-The Chemical Nature and the Preparation of all kinds_ot i<ermenteci i.iquors used

'* The title-page nufficiently indicate, the wide range of topics
V^^^'^^ff," '^^^^/^ )]f^

Encyclopcedia, and afl are treated with a fuJnesi which leaves
^^^^'''^JfJ'JZZ: 1 a

been thJ object of the editor to combine science with praettce a knowledge of prtncrplesmth

the ordinary details and daily recurring duties of domestic Jrfe In some departments of the

work Mr. Webster has been assisted by a ladu lohose quahficatious are beyond dispute ani

the result of their united labours is the production of a volume which ea'haujts the subject,

and defies all competition. The work is richly illustrated with woodcuts, adding greatly to

its value. We strongly recommend ev-ry lady, and all others who are concerned lu the

management of domestic affairs, to make themselves familiar with Mr. Uebster s volume, which

must speedily be regarded as an indispensable book of reference to every housekeeper."
Eclectic Review.

WESTWOOD.—INTRODUCTION TO THE P/.ODERN CLASSIFICATION OF
INSECTS ; comprising an Account of the Habits and Transformations of the different

Families ; a Synopsis of all the British, and a Notice of the more remarkable Foreign

Genera. By J. O. Westwood, Sec. Ent. Soc. London, F.L.S., etc. 2 vols, illustrated with

above 150 Woodcuts, comprising about 2500 distinct Figures, 2/. Is. cloth.

WHITE'S COMPENDIUM OF THE VETERINARY ART;
Containing Plain and Concise Observations on the Construction and Management of the

Stable; a brief and popular Outline of the Structure and Economy of the Horse ; the Nature,

Symptoms, and Treatment of the Diseases and Accidents to which the Horse is liable : the best

Method of performing various Important Operations ; with Advice to the Purchasers of Horses

;

and a copious Materia Medica and Pharmacopoeia. 17th edition, entirely reconstructed, with

considerable Additions and Alterations, bringing the work up to the present state of Veteri-

nary Science. By W. C, Spooner, 8vo. with coloured Plate, 16*. cloth.

WHITE'S COMPENDIUM OF CATTLE MEDICINE
;

Or, Practical Observations on the Disorders of Cattle and other Domestic Animals, except

the Horse. 6th Edition, re-arranged, M'ith copious Additions and Notes. By W. C. Spooner,
Vet. Surgeon, author of a ** Treatise on the Influenza,'' and a ** Treatise on the Foot and

Leg of the Horse," etc. 8vo. 95. cloth.

WHITLEY.—THE APPLICATION OF GEOLOGY TO AGRICULTURE;
And to the Improvement and Valuation of Land ; with the Nature and Properties of Soils,

and the Principles of Cultivation. By Nicholas Whitley, Land Surveyor. 8vo. Is. 6rf. cloth.

WILDE. - NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE TO MADEIRA, TENERIFFE, AND
ALONG THE SHORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN. By R. Wilde, Surgeon, etc. etc.

2d Edition, corrected and enlarged, 8vo. with Illustrations, 185. cloth.

WILKINSON.—THE ENGINES OF WAR, ETC.
Being a History of Ancient and Modern Projectile Instruments and Engines of Warfare and

Sporting; including the Manufacture of Fire Arms, the History and Manufacture of Gun-
powder, of Swords, and of the cause of the Damascus Figure in Sword Blades, with some
Observations on Bronze : to which are added. Remarks on some Peculiarities of Iron, and on

the extraordinary EtTect produced by the Action of Sea Water on Cast Iron ; with Details of

various miscellaneous Experiments. By H.Wilkinson, M.R.A. S. 8vo. 9s. cloth.

WILLOUGHBY (LADY)-A DIARY.
Purporting to have been kept by LADY WILLOUGHBY of Parham, in the Reign of

Charles I.; embracing some Passages of her Domestic History from 1635 to 1648.
To give additional interest to the work, it has been printed and bound in the style of the

period to which it refers. Small 4to. ISs. boards ; or in morocco, by Hayday, 2/. 'Is.

** The real Lady Willoughby could not have left a more beautiful, a more affecting, or a

more instructive record. The pleasures and pains of the domestic life of a young married
woman in the Jirst fourteen years of her marriage ; that blending of welcome and cheerful
responsibilities with trembling and tearful enjoyments, which marks the transition from
maidenhood to wifehood and motherhood ; were never drawn with a hand of more exquisite
dehcacy. —Examiner.

^S^9Pta77TXT.^^ST^97'^A'- TREATISE ON RAILROADS, AND INTERIOR
fh^ i^?y^ /7^^^ M' GENERAL. Containinir numerous Experiments on the Powers of

rnn« .^!r n ^^'^^"^o^J^^ Engines, and Tables 6f the comparative Cost of Conveyance on

r?i F,\^ P r-TK*^"^
Turnpj^e Roads. By Nicholas Wood, Colliery Viewer, Memb. Inst.

Woodcuts. 5/. nl^^'el^^^^^^^

very greatly enlarged, with 13 large Plates, and several new

YOUNG LADIES' BOOK (THE):
tl^Si^xf.^f^^^^^^^^ Pursuits. 4th Edition, with numerous

with imitation of Mechlin lace.
* ^^^S'^otly bound in crimson silk, Inied

London x Printed by Manning and Mfason, Ivy-lnne, St. Paul's.




