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.. There's sighing and sobbing i n  yon H ighland forest; 
There'. weeping and wailing in yon H ighland val", 
And fitfully flalhes a gleam from the ashes 
Of the tenantless hearth in  the home of the Gael. 
There's a ship on the sea, and her white sai ls she's .preadl n' ,  

A' ready to speed to a far  distant  shore; 
She may come hame again wi' the yellow gowd laden, 

But the sons of  Glendarra shall  come back no more. 

The gowan may spring by the clear-rinnln' burnie ,  
The cushat may coo in the green woods again.  

The deer 0' the mountain may drink a t  the founta in ,  
Unfettered and free as the wave on theomaln; 

But the p ibroch they played o'er the sweet blooming heather 
le hushed In the sound of the ocean', wild roar; 

The long and the dance they hae vanish'd thegither, 
For the maids 0' Glendarra shal l  come back no more." 



PREFACE. 

An attempt is here made to present a field that has not been 
preoccupied. The student of American history has noticed al­
lusions to certain Scotch Highland settlements prior to the Revo­
lution, without any attempt at either an account or origin of the 
same. In a measure the publication of certain state papers and 
colonial records, as well as an occasional memoir by an historical 
society have revived what had been overlooked. These settle­
ments form a very important and interesting place in the early 
history of our· country. While they may not have occupied a 
very prominent or pronounced position, yet their exertions in sub­
duing the wilderness, their activity in the Revolution, and the 
wide influence exercised by the descendants of these hardy pio­
neers, should, long since, have brought their history and achieve­
ments into notice. 

The settlement in North Carolina, embracing a wide extent 
of territory, and the people numbered by the thousands, should, 
ere this, have found a competent exponent. But it exists more as 
a tradition than an actual colony. The Highlanders in Georgia 
more than acted their part against Spanish encroachments, yet 
iurvived all the vicissitudes of their exposed position. The stay 
of the Highlanders on the Mohawk was very brief, yet t�eir flight 
into Canada and final settlement at Glengarry forms a very 
strange episode in the history of New York. The heartless treat­
ment of the colony of Lachlan Campbell by the governor of the 
province of New York, and their long delayed recompense stands 
without a parallel, and is so strange and fanciful, that long since it 
should have excited the poet or novelist. The settlements in 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edwards Island, although scarcely com-
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menced at the breaking out of the Revolution, are more important 
in later events than those chronicled in this volume. 

The chapters on the Highlands, the Scotch-Irish, and the 
Darien scheme, have sufficient connection to warrant their in­
sertion. 

It is a noticeable fact that notwithstanding the valuable ser­
vices rendered by the Highland regiments in the French and In­
dian war, but little account has been taken by writers, except in 
Scotland, although General David Stewart of Garth. as early as 
1822, clearly paved the way. Unfortunately, his works, as well 
as those who have followed him, are comparatively unknown on 
this side the Atlantic. 

I was led to the searching out of this phase of our history, not 
only by the occasional allusions, but specially from reading works 
devoted to other nationalities engaged in the Revolution. Their 
achievements were fully set forth and their praises sung. \Vhy 
should not the oppressed Gael, who sought the forests of the New 
World, struggled in the wilderness, and battled against foes, also 
be placed in his true light? If properly known, the artist would 
have a subject for his pencil, the poet a picture for his praises, and 
the novelist a strong background for his romance. 

Cleveland, 0., October, 1898. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE HIGHLANDERS OF SCOTLAND. 

A range of mountains forming a lofty and somewhat shat­
tered rampart, commencing in the county of Aberdeen, north of 
the river Don, and extending in a south-west course across the 
country, till it terminates beyond Ardmore, in the county of Dum­
barton, divides Scotland into two distinct parts. The southern 
face of these mountains is bold, rocky, dark and precipitous. The 
land south of this line is called the Lowlands, and that to the 
north, including the range, the Highlands. The maritime out­
line of the Highlands is also bold and rocky, and in many places 
deeply indented by arms of the sea. The northern and western 
coasts are fringed with groups of islands. The general surface of 
the country is mountainous, yet capable of supporting innumer­
able cattle, sheep and deer. The scenery is nowhere excelled for 
various forms of beauty and sublimity. The lochs and bens have 
wrought upon the imaginations of historians, poets and novel­
ists. 

The inhabitants living within these boundaries were as unique 
as their bens and glens. From the middle of the thirteenth cen­
tury they have been distinctly marked from those inhabiting the 
low countries. in consequence of which they exhibit a civilization 
peculiarly their own. By their Lowland neighbors they were im­
perfectly known, being generally regarded as a horde of savage 
thieves, and their country as an impenetrable wilderness. From 
this judgment they made no effort to free themselves, but rather 
inclined to confirm it. The language spoken by the two races 
greatly varied which had a tendency to establish a marked char­
acteristic difference between them. For a period of seven cen­
turies the entrances or passes into the Grampians constituted a 
boundary between both the people and their language. At the 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































