


















































































action, congregations sprang into being. 
So in 1734, the people of Shrewsbury were 
constituted a separate church by the 
Synod, and a few years later Allentown 
was erected into a separate congregation. 
About 1760 the old village of New Aber­
deen also erected a house of worship, and 
while at first Middletown ViIIage shared 
in the ministrations of the pastor of Mid­
dletown Point and Shrewsbury, the joint 
charge soon came to be known as the 
Church of Shrewsbury, Middletown Point 
and Shark River. The Dutch Church 
gradnaIly occupied the territory ahout 
Middletown Village, and now only two 
more or less neglected graveyards remain 
to show where stood the Presbyterian 

, Churches of Middletown Village and of 
Shark River. 

It is noteworthv that one of the oldest 
(if not the ve~y oldest) tomhstones in the 
Old Preshytenan Graveyard at Matawan 
(near Freneau raiilroad station) is that of 
Dr. Peter LeConte, of Hugueuot descent, 
whose second wife was Valeriah, daughter 
of John Eaton, the founder of Eatontown, 
and a sister to the wife of the Rev. Elihu 
Spencer. Dr. LeConte, among whose de­
scendants, by the way, are to be numbered 
the celebrated California professors of 
natural history, was an elder in the Col­
legiate Church of Middletown Point and 
Shrewsbury, and "preached" as well as 
"practiced," giving his patients, we im­
agine, good old school theology as weIl as 
aIlopathic doses. His wife survived him 
many years, and lies in the Presbyterian 
Graveyard in the Oranges, where her son­
in-law, the Rev. Jedediah Chapman, was 
pastor. Her sister Joanna (Eaton), wife 
of Rev. Elihu Spencer, D. D., lies in the 
old First Church yard in Trenton hy her 
husband, and in her descendents are to 

be numbered the celebrated Miller family 
of Princeton. 

In 1749 Presbyterianism was strong 
enough to claim and receive legal recog­
nition, and a charter. was granted the 
"Trustees of the Presbyterian Churches" 
ill Monmouth County, and it isi.nteresdng 
to note the names of the trustees. John 
Little, Jr., the first named, was an elder 
ill Shrewsburv. He was born in Ireland 
whence he came in 1718 with his father, 
"John Lilt Le," the first elder in Shrews­
bury Church, (who died ill 1749-50). 
Christopher (probably' Stophel) Long­
street was also of Shrewsburv, but re­
moved to AIlentown in 1750. Tobias Pol­
hemus and Robert Imlay were of the Al­
lentown Church. Stephen Pangborn was 
of the Mannahawkin Church; Jonathan 
Foreman, John Anderson, John Hender­
son and James Robinson were all of Free­
hold. And while it is true that James 
Robinson did convey land in Freehold to 
St. Peter's Episcopal Church, March 28th, 
1738, eight chain long by two chain wide. 
he was stiII and always a Presbyterian, as 
a list of the baptisms of his children in 
the records of Old Tennent sufficient) y 
attest. 

In bringing these sketches to a close we 
cannot but regret that we have not the 
leisure to work out the vein of historic 
matter, we are conscious, we have scarcely 
uncovered. Those early settlers are weIl 
worth our closest study. 'Whether the 
causes of immigration were religiou!', po­
litical, or personal, they were sturdy 
characters, and possessed of that earnest. 
purpose and Scottish faith that found a 
fitting memorial in the name they gave 
their church site. "Fre .. hill," and ill the 
words inscribed on that early corporate 
seal, "Religious Liberty." 
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