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certificate of his ordination.”

The reasons which seem to us so con-
clusive against the Preshytery having met
at Freehill and ordaining John Boyd there
are these: First and not least of all, all
the then members of Presbytery came
from Maryland and Philadelphia. To the
Scotch meeting house on Freehill was a
long and tediousjourney by land; second
ly, the contemporary letters of the minis-
ters and of the Presbytery state in verda
ipsissimna, that the Presbytery held its
meetings annually *‘at the city of Phila-
delphia’’ (see Presbytery of Philadelphia
to the Synod of Glasgow, September,
1710, Records of Pres. Church, p. 18.
Preshytery's letter to Sir Edmund Harri-
son, Ibid, p. 14). Thirdly, the succeed-
ing minutes fail to show that Presbytery
ever met at any place other than Phila-
delphia until September, 1713, when they
met at New Castle. Fourth, the fact that
Presbytery was in session from and in-
cluding December 27th (possibly Decem-
ber 26th) to and including Sunday, De-
cember 2gth, with perhaps a *‘sederunt”
on Monday, the 3oth, when *‘he had the
certificate of his ordination.” Fifth, the
expression in reference to his ordination
‘“‘in the public meeting house of this place
before a numerous assembly’’ seemnis to in-
dicate conclusively the place of Presby-
tery’s annual meeting, the identity of
wirich is undisputed, and cannot well be
reconciled with a meeting in any other
place than the usual place. Sixth, be-
sides which, although the minute gives
us the fact « f his successful examination,
and of his ordination, it makes no mention
whalever of his installation, which would
naturally follow Llis ordination in ‘‘his
own public meeting house.” Seventh,
because unless he were to have been set-
tled or installed, there were no reas.ns
for Presbytery to have taken the tiresome
journey and spent nearly a week in the
rural district surrounding Freehill. But
that he was not settled or ordained, we
will quote in the minutes of the Presby-
tery of Philadelphia, May 20th, 1708,
(Rev. John Boyd being in attendance).
‘‘A letter presented by the people of Free-
hold about the settlement of Mr. Boyd is
referred till the next meeting.” (Records

C

/

of the Pres. Church, page 10).

‘‘May 21. Post Merid. Sessione 5 ta
Precibus peractis, ordered that Mr. Wilson
write an answer to the people of Free-
hold’s letter.”” Ibid, page r10.

“May 25th. * * * Mr, Davis and
Mr. Wilson’s letter to the people of Free-
hold read and sustained.’” Ibid, page 11.

‘“May 10, 1709. 1709 post preces seder-
wunt, * * * % ¥ % ¥ ¥ ‘The Rev.
Mr. John Boyd being dead, what relates
to him ceases.”” Ibid, p. 12.

It would hardly seem possible, there-
fore, to escape the conclusion that the
long-accepted theory of a meeting of
Preshytery at the Old Scots Meeting
House is a mistake.

Many of the Scotch settlers died be-
tween 1705 and 1710, as well as their
young preacher. One of those whose will
was dated November first, 1708, and pro-
bated May 31, 1709, was James Melvin
(yeoman). He mentions his wife Alice,
his son James, and daughters Mary and
Margaret. Among other properties, he
specifies five hundred acres on the De-La-
War River in West Jersey. His library
consisted of “*A great Bible,” ‘‘Baxter’s
Saint’s Rest,’’ ““Bruce’s book”’ and ‘“Tay-
lor’s Book.’” Associated with them was
also a William Lawton, or Layton, (the
records use both forms). Histransactions
that appear of recoid indicate that he was
at least of the Scotch party, and his
daughter Mary married the Scotch Countf'
Clerk, Gawin Drummond. His will,
dated August 17 or 18, 1702, was probated
Juue 28th, 1708, aud mentions a wife,
whose name was Violet, and who was his
executrix, aund sons William, Thomas,
Andrew, John and Samuel, and daughter
Mary.

But one of the most important of the
Scotchmen of the day, is one whose name
has almost been lost from sight, William
Laing (or Layng). He was a planter, and
of no mean estate, for an inventory filed
by his executors, John Brown, John Camp-
bell and Charles, after his death on May
1oth, 1710, showed £215: 12sh. % d., and
on fin 1 settlement a total of £247:5: 2.
This was of course a much larger ammount,
relatively, than it would be at the present
time. Others whose estates were inven-
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toried about the same time were William
Clark (whose daughter Aun we omitted
to state above, married John Costins).
His estate inventoried £93:1:0. John
Hanton’s estate, aprraised by Walter
Kerr, Andrew Burnet and William Laing,
amounted to the neat little sum of £202:
19:10%. Patrick Kinnan's on May 18,
1710, was £153:13:4. Willhlam Laing
was a member of the Provincial legis-
lature, town collector and town clerk
of Freehold and filled several positions
of trust for his countrymen. His
‘‘ear mark’ for his cattle was record-
ed in the old Middletown Town Book
April 27, 1686. He was tax collector for
Freehold in 1695, and town clerk in 1699.
On September 3, 1694, the East Jersey
proprictors granted him 250 acres at Top-
onemus, adjoining the Wickatunk lots.
If married he seems to have had neither
wife nor family at his death. He was a
native of Aberdeen, and very well educat-
ed, being a graduate of Kings College,
Aberdeen, Scotland, in which institution
he held an official position for many
years. Inone.of the contracts between
himself and one of the East Jersey pro-
prietors before his arrival he is styled
‘‘Aeconomous of Kings College, Aber-
deen.”’ In his will, dated May 24th, 1709,
aud probated 27th, 1710-11, he mentions
his brothers, Alexander Laing, M. A.,
Master of the School in Cannon Gate,
Edinburgh, Scotland, and George Laing,
Master of the School at Leith. He also
gave legacies to John Brown, John Camp-
bell and Charles Gordon, whom he con-
stituted his executors. The will had evi-
dently been prepared beforehand from
instructions, as it is not in his handwiit-
ing, and his signature, usually very elab-
orate and involved, shows debility. Be-
sides, beneath the attestation clause, oc-
curs this bequest: ‘I also give five
pounds to be levied out of my estate
toward building a church at Freehold.”
The witnesses were Timothy Lloyd, John
Ronnell and James Patton. We can only
conjecture the meaning of this bequest.
Either the first structure was temporary
or there had already arisen the desire to
move to the presentsite of Tennent. The
writer, however, would hazard the con-

jecture that it had reference to what is
now known as the Brick Church (Dutch
Reformed), still flourishing near Marl-
horo, New Jersey, which was just at that
time being formed by a union of the
Scotch and Dutch Presbyterians, the lat-
ter of whom were coming in large num-
bers to New Jersey.

The will of Samuel Redford, bearing
date February 13th, 1709-1710, and pro-
bated June 7th, 1711, mentions wife Grace,
and children Margaret, Mary and Thomas.
It names as executors his wife, his brother
Andrew Redford and Gideon Crawford.
The witnesses were John Brown, Peter
Gordon and, William Redford. The lat-
ter may have been his father, who by
deed of February 18, 1709, conveyed lands
in Freehold to his *‘natural son,”” Samuel
Redford.

Among the various Scotchmen of Free-
hold there was one woman, whose will
indicates that she was either Scotch her-
self or allied in some way with the Scotch
element. Her name was Mary Silver-
wood, and she appears to have been a
widow for the second time. Her will was
dated April 7th, 1698, aud probated Aug-
ust 23, 1698, at Perth Amboy. She de-
vised her land to her son, Samuel Hopli-
mire of Middletown, and to her daughters
not named her personal property, except
her negro, ‘“‘Sambo,” who was to be
manumitted after serving her son two
years. She lived in Freehold, and the
witnesses to her will were Patrick Imlay,
James Melvin and Patrick Canaan.

William Redford was a gardener or hus-
bandman when he came in 1682 from
Fuershaw, Fiveodaille, Scotland, with his
wife Margaret and seven children. One
of the inducements held out to him was
an agreement made with Arent Sonmous,
one of the East Jersey proprietors, that he
was to have one hundred acres of land,
reut free for ten years. Some of his
children settled in Middlesex, while Red-
ford himself lived some years in Perth
Amboy.

John Brown, mentioned above, may
have been the John Brown, ‘‘Show maker,
imported upon the accompt of John Bar-
clay” in 1684. Others ‘‘imported”’ at
about the same time, 7. ¢., before the
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larger immigration of 1685, were:

* March 3, 1683-4, for account of Stephen
and Thomas Warne, indentured for three
years—William Elleson, farmer ; for four
vears—John Kaign, Nora Kae (Rae); for
five years—Patrick Kennan; for seven
vears—Anthony - Ashmore, Walter New-
man; for nine years—Abraham Smith;
for the custom of the county—Jane Hank-
inson and her children, Thomas, - Peter
and Richard Hankinson.

In October, 1684, the following natnes
occur in a list of servants imported into
East Jersey: By George Willocks—Ar-
thur Simpsone; by Charles Gordon—Wil-
liam Tennent (obviously not the Rev.
William Tenuent, who was born in Ireland
in 1673 and came to Americain 1718 to do
the work which has made the name of
Tennent a synonym for Presbyterianism),
Thomas Holliday, James Walker; by John
Forbes—James Smith, Andrew Craige and
Margaret Anderson.

On August 19, 1685. John Oliphant
(Olivant) of Pencartland bound himself
and wife, Janet Gilchrist, for four years,
and his daughters till they were twenty-
one, to John Hancock of Edinburgh for
service for their passage.

In November, 1685, Dr. John Gordon
imported as servants, William Davidson
and William Pedden. Davidson was a
carpenter and settled near his compatriots:
His wife was Margaret Oliphant, one of
the daughters of William Oliphant, who
died hefore 16go.  Her sister Janet mar-
ried Samuel Layton, the brother-in-law of
the Scotch County Clerk, Gawin Drum-
mond. Her brothier William also located
in Monmouth.

An Andrew Mackemie also appears as
imported in 1684 by David Mudie.

In all there must have been a Scotch

opulation of several hundred before 1705
in the western part of the county. They
were of all conditions as to education and
worldly goods. Many were unable to
write their names while otheis again were
well educated. They all, however, had
the logical mental training that is the con
comitant of Calvinism. They were not
all Presbyterians and of those who were,
there were several whose Presbyterianism
was of an iutermittent variety. Such an

one was, in all probability, the Stephen
Paugbourn, or Pangburn, the Justice of
the Peace of Ocean County (Maunahaw-
kin) who, although one of the corporators
in the charter of **The Trustees of the
Presbyterian Church of Monmouth Coun-
ty,”” there is good reason to believe was
one of the first converts to Universalism
in New Jersey (see Murray's Journal),
Here and there one finds in the old rec-
ords, glimpses of the trials of those pio-
neers, as where James Edward (who with
his brother Thomas came with the other
Scotchmen to Monmouth) had carefully
recorded the receipt given him February
15th, 1700-1, by Thomas Cesfoord, who
was about to return to Scotland for
money that Cesfoord was to pay at Edin-
burgh, to Alison- Neel of Stevenston,
Parish of tladdington, the wife of said
James Edward, who doubtless desired—
like every good husband—that his wife
should be on the same side of the Atlantic
as himself.

There were all trades represented in
that little community. There were brick
makers and brick la)ers there were
“clerks ” there were  “‘farmers” and

gardeuers” “hushandmen” and- ‘‘yéo- .
men.” Allan Caldwell was a weaver.
Davidson, Canaan aud half a dozen more
were carpeuters. Dr. John Stewart, the
Sheriff who was assaulted by the mob
was not only a ‘‘yeoman’’ but a “physl-
cian,’’ a ‘‘surgeon,” ‘‘chirurgeon” and a
‘‘cooper.”  Of Patrick Canaan’s sons,
Joseph was a cooper and William a tinner,
A cardmaker, a goldsmith, aud otuer
trades are to be found represented.

But the spirit of unrest, and prospects
more inviting to the south and west, com-
bined with the last Great Reaper to deci-
mate the colony of Scotch. One-by one
their wills went to probate or their ad-
miunistrators inventoried their several es-
tates. So when the young pastor was
gathered to his fathers, there were many
of his flock that had preceded him to the
grave.

What is now the State of Delaware, but
was then a county of Penns)lmnia, re-
ceived a number of Monmouth’s Scotch.
Maryland and portions of Central Penn-
sylvania received accessions, while the
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gaces of those who left were filled by the
utch immigration that was induced by
the large land owners such as Col. Lewis
Morris (afterward Governor of New Jer-
sey), the Reids and the Bownes. French
Huguenots from West Chester, New York,
began to find their way to Monmouth.
Between them and the Scotch and English
Quakers there was no theological kindred.
But an essential likeness obtained between
them and the Presbyterians, Thus when
Rev. John Boyd had died, there was an
opening for a -united church along Pres-
byterian lines.

But the Dutch settlers were rather more
numerous in Middletown townshige(Fre&
hold had been set off some years before).
Lewis Morris sold the ‘‘Manor of Tintern”®
to the Van Brunts, and other Dutchmen
from Long Island, about 1709. His fifteen
hundred acre tract, now more generall
known as the formerly noted ‘‘Nort
American Phalanx,” to seven others, in-
cluding such names as Vanderveer, Polhe-
mus, Lefferts. The VanMaters, Sutphins,
Smocks, Romines and others, all seem
to have come about this date. The Wi-
koffs, Hendricksons, and other Dutch
who had preceded them, also largely
dwelt in Middletown township. A union,
therefore, of the Scotch and Dutch Pres-
byterians, under the pastorate of the
Dutch Presbyterian Dominie, as Joseph
Morgan was called by his contemporaries,
would throw the balance of his united
congregation considerably to the east of
the Freehill Church. They were thrifty
Eeople, these Dutchmen, and it was a

azardous experiment to attempt the
union between two peoples whose similar-
ity of faith hardly made up for the diver-
sity of language and of custom. But in
the Rev. Joseph Morgan, a native of New
England, the grandson of a Welshman,
fairly well educated, although not, as has
been stated, a graduate of Yale College,
was, perhaps, the fitting bond for such an
union. The fact that he received an honor-
ary degree with the first class graduating at
that institution, is the cause, probably, of
the error. Dominie Morgan had been or-
dained in 1697 when 23 years of age, and
served the Presbyterian churches of Bed-
ford and East Chester in New York, and

by one account, at the same time preached
for a Congregational Church in Connecti-
cut. He learned the Dutch language that
he might minister to that people, aund ai-
though connected with the Presbytery
during his whole service in connection
with Scots Meeting and the Dutch Church,
he so deported bimself as to be thorough-
ly loved by the Dutch, and at last disliked
by the Scotch.

In 1709 the Ghertie Romain (widow of
Stophel) paid £450 for a farm for the use
of the ‘Dutch Presbyterian Minister.”
In 1723 a church was desired further to
the Middletown side of the congregation
and Andrew Johnston sold to Daniel Hen-
drickson and Johannes Polhemus a lot
for £3 ‘‘for the sole use, benefit and be-
hoof of the people belonging to the Re-
ligious Society known as the Dutch Pres-
byterians.”” From the very first the dual
relation had not been productive of har-
mony. Walter Kerr, bimself, had some-
what to say of the Presbytery, that would
receive Dominie Morgan, and about the
time of the new building referred to, Pres-
bytery was compelled to tell the malcon-
tents among the Scotch congregation that
they had no just ‘‘cause for separation.’”

In 1710, when Thomas Boell, tlie con-
verted Quaker, was leaving in his will his
interest in the Toponemus Quaker meet-
ing house to the church thereafter to be
estabiished thereon, ¢ which shall be of
the Church of England persuasion,” and
William Laing, sometime ‘‘Aeconomous"’
in King’s College, Aberdeen, was leaving
a legacy to a ‘‘meeting house to be built
in Freehold,” the Rev. Joseph Morgan
was preaching and administering the
communion in the Presbyterian Church
at Middletown Village. The edifice,
which by reason of the similarity of his
name to that of the Baptist pastor of Mid-
dletown during the Revolution (Rev.
Abel Morgan), has erroneously been be-
lieved to have at that time fallen into
ruin.

But other elemehnts were soon to join in
moulding the future of Monmouth Coun-
ty, and as, here and there, little villages
grew up, or as neighborhoods came to de-
sire religious services, houses of worship
were built, and without any ecclesiastical
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action, congregations sprang into being.
So in 1734, the people of Shrewsbury were
constituted a separate church by the
Synod, and a few years later Allentown
was erected into a separate congregation.
About 1760 the old village of New Aber-
deen also erected a house of worship, and
while at first Middletown Village shared
in the ministrations of the pastor of Mid-
dletown Point and Shrewsbury, the joint
charge soon came to be known as the
Church of Shrewsbury, Middletown Point
and Shark River. The Dutch Church
gradually occupied the territory ahout
Middletown Village, and now only two
more or less neglected graveyards remain
to show where stood tlhie Presbyterian
Churches of Middletown Village and of
Shark River.

It is noteworthy that one of the oldest
(if not the very oldest) tombstones in the
Old Presbyterian Graveyard at Matawan
(near Freneau raiilroad station) is that of
Dr. Peter LeConte, of Huguenot descent,
whose second wife was Valeriah, daughter
of John Eaton, the founder of Eatontown,
and a sister to the wife of the Rev. Elihu
Spencer. Dr. LeConte, among whose de-
scendants, by the way, are to be numbered
the celebrated California professors of
natural history, was an elder in the Col-
legiate Church of Middletown Point and
Shrewsbury, and ‘‘preached’ as well as
‘“‘practiced,’’ giving his patients, we im-
agine, good old school theology as well as
allopathic doses. His wife survived him
many years, aud lies in the Presbyterian
Graveyard in the Oranges, where her son-
in-law, the Rev. Jedediah Chapman, was
pastor. Her sister Joanna (Eaton), wife
of Rev. Elihu Spencer, D. D., lies in the
old First Church yard in Trenton by her
husband, and in her descendents are to

be numbered the celebrated Miller family
of Princeton,

In 1749 Presbyterianism was strong
enough to claim and receive legal recog-
nition, and a charter. was granted the
‘“Trustees of the Presbyterian Churches”’
in Monmouth County, and it isinteresting
to note the names of the trustees. John
Little, Jr., the first named, was an elder
in Shrewsbury. He was born in Ireland
whence he came in 1718 with his father,
“John Litt Le,” the first elder in Shrews-
bury Church, (who died in 1749-50).
Chiristopher (probably Stophel) Long-
street was also of Shrewsbury, but re-
moved to Allentown in 1750. Tobias Pol-
hemus and Robert Imlay were of the Al-
lentown Church. Stephen Pangborn was
of the Mannahawkin Church; Jonathan
Foremian, John Anderson, Jolin Hender-
son and James Robinson were all of Free-
hold. And while it is true that James
Robinson did convey land in Freehold to
St. Peter’s Episcoral Church, March 28th,
1738, eight chain long by two chain wide,
he was still and always a Presbyterian, as
a list of the baptisms of his children in
the records of Old Tennent sufficiently
attest.

In bringing these sketchesto a close we
cannot but regret that we have not the
leisure to work out the vein of historic
matter, we are conscious, we have scarcely
uncovered. Those early settlers are well
worth our closest study. Whether the
causes of immigration were religious, po-
litical, or personal, they were sturdy
characters, and possessed of that earnest.
purpose and Scottish faith that found a
fitting memorial in the name they gave
their church site, ‘“‘Freehill,”” and in the
words inscribed on that early corporate
seal, *‘Religious Liberty.”
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