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the lofty land of Cambogiad to our right, and one
day, after we had sighted this, we came to anchor
in the latter roadstead, close off the bar, and
opposite to the mouth of the river Menam.
There were likewise here at anchor, besides our-
_selves, one or two English traders aud as many
Chinese jauks, and from one and another of these
we speedily replenished our stock. "There were
also several fishermen, who had their nets firmly
attached to poles driven into the sand on the bar,
who of a morning visited these fisheries, and sup-
plied us liberally with mullet and other fish at very
reasonable prices.
The view of Siam from the anchorags is anything

ROBERRT FLOCKHART,

but iovitiug. A long low range of mangrove
bushes extendiug as far as the eye can reach, and
a few lofty hills in the distance, and nothing more
—not even a cocoa nut tree,

Soon aflter we had anchored, the captain landed
jn the longboat, manned by six men, aud provi-
sioned for the run up to Bangkok and back. He
was compelled to do this for the purpose of
obtaining the King’s permission to enter the river,
without which no pilot, without risk of his head,
would undertake to conduct a foreign vessel across
the bar. We awaited his return most impatiently,
for the monotony of the scenery was abominable
beyond description.

ROBERT FLOCKHART, THE STREET PREACHER.

Maxy individuals now scattered widely over the
world remember a street preacher in Edinburgh,
who, with professional regularity, and more even
than professional zeal, employed the hours that he

* ocounld appropriate to the object, in fulflling literally
the commandment, to go into the ‘highways aud
compel themn to.come in. Not a few of them, we
fear, recollect the old and worn preacher, for he
became old in that work, as an enthusiast at whose
broad dialect and sirange remarks they were
amused, rather than as one with whose sincere love
for his fellowmen they sympathised. Day by day,
in all the changes of seasom, in all the varions
kinds of weather that Edinburgh experiences, the
preacher, after he became in sowe measure recog-
nised and tolerated, had his service on every week.
day evening, in the square at 8t. Giles’ Cathe.
dral, and on 8abbath evenings in the space before
the Royal Theatre.

Robert Flockhart was born at Dalnottar, near
Glasgow, on the 4th February, 1778, and he died
in 1857, in his eightieth year. He was a small
and rather “ spare’’ man, who had never apparently
been possessed of great physical strength, and yet
he went on to a good old age, doing hard work.
His father was a nailer, and while the son alleged
that he had not the benefit of a good example in
his infancy, yet he was kept at school from his
fifth to his tenth year, and at home he was com-
pelled to learn the mothers’ and shorter catechisms,
and this he says was all the religious instruction
he got. Many persons get less, and we conclude
that there was a favourable feeling to religion in
the family, In his tenth year he was apprenticed
to his father's business of nail- making for seven
years, but Le disliked the trade, and enlisted in the
Breadalbane Fencibles. That regiment was, how-
over, particular respecting the magnitade of their
men, and Robert Floockhart being only five feet
three inches high, was beneath their standard, and
discharged. He then joined the 8lst Regiment,
and having beea two weeks on the passage from

Newlaven to Chatham, he was six weeks on the
voyage from Olatham to Guernsey. His early
experiences of the sea were unfavourable. In s
short time ths regiment was sent to the Cape of
Good Hope, and quartered there for a considerable
period. When the 8lst Regiment was ordered
home, he volunteered into the 23nd Regiment for
India, and again the weather was unfavourable, for
the ship was four months on the passage from the
Cape to Calcutts.

A small work,*® edited by Dr. Guthris, of Edin-
burgh, contains notes of Robert Flockhart's life,
written by himself, but not commenced, it states,
until he had entered on his sixty-seventh year. In
these notes he describes his military life both in
Africa and in Asia, until a certain period, in dis-
mal colours. He does not particularly specify all
the enormous crimes which he charges on
himself, but ho confesses the habitual breach of
every commandment, except perhaps the sixth, of
which he does not appear to have been literally
guilty.

He was engaged under General Lake in the war
against Holkar, whose descendant, the present
Holkar, has remained faithful in the great rebel-
lion.

The 22nd Regiment marched from Calecutta to
to Cawnpore, ani after they had remained in that
now noted city for some time, they were ordersd
fo pursne Holkar, who led them, aoccording to
Robert Flockhart, to the borders of Persia before
he surrendered, “by the side of a large river,
called the Hyphasis, at the time covered over with
ice,” and * nearly 2,000 miles from Caloutta. Iis
regiment mutinied, for they wers left in arrears of
their pay by their colonel for six months, And
although their rebellion consisted only in marching
up to the General’s quarters and making their com-
plaint known, yet they were deprived of their arms,
and sent down the river to Barhampool. The soldier
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did not forget this long sail on the Ganges. It
was “more pleasant,” he thought, forly years
afterwards, than any he “ever had in his life.”
The eountry through which they passed was a
¢ beautifal part of the world, and presented a
glorious sight, the sun shining gloriously, the birds
singing, the flelds filled with fruit trees laden with
fruit, and with indigo and cotton, and almost every
other thing for the comfort and good of man and
beast.” He had been made a corporal in Indis,
but at Burhampore he was reduced to the ranks
for disobedience to the orderly sergeant. Lieut.
Col. Dalrymple (not the colonel who had kept back
thepayof theregiment)remitted the personal punish-
ment which formed part of his sentence. Hitherto
his life in India had exceeded the wickedness of his
former years. The Baptist missionaries had a few
converts in the 22nd, but they had not awakened
any serious thoughts in the mind of the Dalnottar
nailer, who drew in after life a graphio, but a very
humiliating, view of his own condition and the
state of his regiment, At last he was sent to the
hospital, a sick man. Having no companions
there, he sought to wile away the time in reading
Cook’s “ Voyages,” and when that book was ended,
he was obliged to take Alleine's *“ Alarm.” He
dated the change in his conduct from the perusal
of that volume in the hospital. The Sergeant on
duly sapplied him with religious books, but he
advised him also to read the Bible, as too many
books would confuse his mind in its state at that
time. The Bergeant had a private room for him-
self and his family, and the invalid was invited to
join them in their worship. Fifty years’ experi-
ence of the world enabled him to write, *‘ what
the Sergeant said to me in 1807 has been verified
ever since, and will be till I give up the ghost.”

He was confined for two years in the hospital,
where he met with Mr. Chamberlain, one of the
Baptist missionaries, and he was haptised subse-
quently in Calcntta, by Mr. Ward, auether of these
mission-pioneers, He described the 22nd Regiment
as an extremely wicked body of men, yet he found
among them several members of the Baptist
Church. 1Its missionaries visited the barracks and
the camp, and breakfasted sometimes with the men,
although they were *forbidden’” by the officers ;
and the changes of fifty years are not more remark-
able in any other department of life than in the
military service ; for whatever may be the opinion
of individuals among the officers, none of them
would now venture to forbid the visits of mission-
aries, at proper seasons, to their regiments in any
part of the world.

The 22nd Regiment formed part of the force
orderedfrom Oalcutta, under Sir Ralph Abercrombie,
against the Mauritius, and Robert Flockhart was
engaged at the attack upon Port Louis. General
Abercrombie encouraged the formation of religious
habits among his soldiers, and * the Church” in the
28nd had no diffoulty in the maintenance of their
meetings during this compaign. :

After the capture of the place Flockhart became
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again idle, and he was invalided, and sent home
along with Sergeant Macfarlane, who had been use-
ful to him in the hospital at Burhampore. Upon
their arrival at Chelsea, the Berjeant was discharged
with a pension of one shilling daily, and his com-
panion and convert joined a veteran battalion. By
mistake he was entered in an Irish battalion then
stationed at Youghal. He reached that place aftee
passing some time in the Isle of Wight, and when
at Youghal the Colonel, at his request, memorialised
“the Duke of York to obtain his exchange to the
Oth battalion in Edinburgh. The transfer required
time, and he occupied his leisure in that work to
which his life was devoted subsequently. He
went among the cottages of the Irish peasantry,
and sought *to drive away the pope and penances
and purgatory, in all directions, and I prayed with
them, and they went on their knees with me, both
men and women.” TUpon his solitary march from
Youghal to Dublin, wherever he was billeted, he
pursued the same course, and he does not appear
to have met any incivility, at that time, on account
of his zeal. He had a commercial transaction upon
that march. He found the people very willing to
take tracts, and having met a packman he ex-
amined his stock, consisting principally of pictures
of the saints. He persuaded the packman to ex.
change the pictures for tracts, and sent him on his
way as & dealer in evangelical literature among
Roman Catholic population. As for the ecclesias-
tical works of art, he wrote, * Having reached a
place where no person saw me, I tors up the saints
and buried them in a field. I hope that all the
mischief they could do was buried with them.”
He sailed from Dublin to Irvine, walked on to
Glasgow, visited his father and mother, who were
then residing at Old Kilpatrick, and proceeded to
Edinburgh. The 9th battalion of veterans were sta.
tioned in the castle. They were worse than the 32nd
Regiment. The stranger among them did not know
how he could get on with his habits. At last one
morning he left his beat, put on his great coat,
walked to a form, and commenced to pray in the
midst of the scoffling and scorning 9th battalion.
There was, be wrote, a great calm. He had now
broken the ice, and could go forward reprovin
“ the abounding iniquity.” The Adjutant arresteg
him, and confined him in the *black hole” for
preaching. This was not a cunning expedient, for
the grated window overlooked the entrance to the
castle, and the commanding officer, to his sarprise,
found a large crowd listening to a sermon from a
prisoner, and he was one of his own soldiers.
After examining the cause of this prisoner’s con-
finement, the officer ordered his release. Next
morning the Adjutant, to his surprise, found the
soldier again warning his companions in the
barrack-square. The Perthshire Militia were at
the time in the castle, and the men and officers
alike encouraged the military missionary. The
Adjutant of the 9th battalion, being possessed of
very different views, picked him up in the act, and
once more sent him to the black hole. The men.




472

tenco in reality sent him to the graled wiudow, |

and there he was, again preaching to a nunerous
crowd, when Major Rose, the commanding officer,
passed into the castle. He inquired into the
reason of this second imprisonment, and at once
ordered the release of the prisouer, giviog him
permission to read the Bible, engage in prayer,
and speak to the men in the barracks, whenever
duty did not interfere.

The officers in the castle, with the exception
of the Adjutant, favoured his practice geaerally,
and they even requested him to address the Chap-
lain on the subject, who, they supposed, did not
discharge lis duty with much fidelity to the
soldiers. Robert Flockhart complied publicly with
their request—we hope, to the Chaplain’s benefit.

The Adjutant was not solitary among the men
of the battalion in his opinion of these proceed-
ings. One day, when Flockhart was singing a
hymn before his ordinary services, the cantecn
keeper struck him beavily behind the ear. The
blow knocked him down, and, when he rose, the
men present wished bim to report the canteen
keeper, who was the gunner of the castle, and must
have altogether enjoyed a profitable place ; but he
declined, adding, “I will pray for bim.” The man
seemed to be nothing better of this forbearance,
bat shortly after went down to Newhaven, when
the tide was full, and drowned himsel,

The marriage of Robert Flockbart was out of
the common course, like many other passages of
his life. 'While he was in the castle of Edinburgh
with Lis veteran battalion, the words of Seripture,
he writes, came into his mind, It is not good for
man to be alone.” He also remembered that the
married soldiers were allowed to sleep out of the
barracks with their families, and that he kuew
would be favourable to his religious views. So,
being by this time thirty-five years of age, he decided
to take a wife, Next came into his mind other words
of Scripture—namely, *“a prudent wife is from the
Lord ;" and he prayed that bhe might be directed
in his search, Then he made a bargain with his
own mind—a dangerous and presumptuous compact
perhaps—that he was to seek, and the person
whom the Lord bad appointed for him was to cun-
sent, while so long as he sought persons who were
not appointed for him, they were to say No. This
was his arrangement, and unless he expeoted a
miracle in his case (but he had some such opinion),
we do not know that it was wise. A marriage
may occur, aud be extremely happy, and useful to
both parties, after they have been acquainted for
some time, and have fallen into the idea gradually,
when, as a matter of course, one of the two would
have said “ No” to the propossl, put in this pre.
mature way. Indeed, it may be questioned whether
the female who would not say “ No,” in the circum.
stances, would make a good wife. In the world,
and amongst the common-minded people ihereof,
we have heard of cases where this rapid wooing
anawered, but they are not numerous.

A baghelor, who was also a Bailie, and deeply
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iminersed in tho busiuess of his small burgh, in
Scotland, once adopted that idea of his own lonely
solitude which seized the mind of Robert Flockhart
in 1813. The Bailie was a man of abundant means,
aud, like the celebrated Laird o’ Cockpen, he was
favourable to his own personal appearance. This
matrimonial notion had ocourred to him unhappily
at a very busy season. He determined neverthe-
less to carry through his resolution, and having
rocalled to mind all the marriageable ladies of his
acquaintance near at hand, he placed them in the
order of preference. The favourite was at homewhen
the Bailie arrived, and the request for her hand
was promptly made and as promptly negatived.
Nothing daunted by this refusal, the business man
walked straight to No. $, stated where he had
been, why ho had been, and the reply whioh Le had
received, ending by the proffer of a heart, if he had
one. No. 8 did not altogether relish the fate of
No. 1, and sought time to consider. Thus enocou-
raged, the wooer persevered, not in this particular
suit, but in a series of suits; and, having reached
the home of his third intended, he made the same
propoaal, after recounting the result of his two
former visits. Perhaps to pique No. $, but for
some reason, No. 3 consented briefly to the terms,
and the happy Bailie returned to his bales and his
lodgers to compensate for his two hours of court-
ship by a late night. Before the intended marriage
became public, and very early indeed, No, £ allowed
the applicant for her love to know that she had
considered. The lover of half an hour answered
that he had decided. True to his decision, he in
due course married No. 3. They lived very much
like other people. As years rolled away a flock of
little numbers followed. As other years rolled on,
these little nambers assumed individually the ave-
rage magnitade. Nothing oocurred to distinguish
that marriage from the common run of marriages,
yet we do not commend this mode of courtship.

Robert Flockhart having arranged in his mind
the symptoms which were to follow his questioning
aud guide his selection, proceeded to the settle-
ment of his theory. He asked, and was declined
once, twioce, thrice. He persevered, in the convio-
tion that he would arrive at the right person in
the end; and the fourth took him ¢ for better’’ at
his word. Some of her friends persuaded her
subsequeantly to decline, and she declined. The
suitor for her hand received this intelligence in a
resigned apirit ; yet he made an effort to restore
llelr to a better atate of mind, and he was sucoess-
ful.

His marriage prevented another voyage. All
the single men in tho corps of voterans were
ordered to Shetland. The Adjutant expected that
be had now got quit of the preaching soldier.
Accordingly, when the unmarried soldiers stepped
out of the ranks, the Adjutant, when he found his
enemy standing still among the married men, said,
* What, Flookbart, I thought your religion did
not permit you to marry !  The soldier was more
at bome in religious discussion than the Adjutant,
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and he quoted, in answer to his officer, as he
acknowledged himself with emphasis, the words of
Heb. xiii. 4; and he adds of the Adjutant :—
‘When he heard that, he was horror-stricken. Harving a
switch in his hand, he strack his boot with it, and, tarning
on his heel, said, ‘ I bave been in many parts of the world,
and I never met with any one that could beat me till I met
with Robert Flockhart, and he would beat the very devil.’

All the men burst out into laughter, and laaghed at him
most heartily.”

The Adjutant appears not to bave been exactly
borror-stricken, bat a litlle given {o profane lan.
guage, and, at least, to cluiming greater familiarity
with the capabilitics of one personage, not of the
earth, than it is necessary for an ordinary man,
still in the body, to profess.

Drinking usages met, and sought to stop Robert
Flockhart’s way in the world, Being married, and
living out of the Castle, he was allowed to work at
his trade, when the military daty which be per-
formed did not require his presence. He attempted
to work in two shops, but he had a double work
laid oun him to discharge, and his daily comfort in
labour was not compatible with his spiritual work.
The men were all paid in a public-house, and the
military nailer would not conform to the usage of
spending sixpences for whiskey. He was perse-
cuted for that reason, He was persecuted for
other reasons. He endeavoured to teach the nail-
ers, as he had taught the soldiers—and they were
even more naruly. He * preached to one master”
who threatened to “kick him down stairs” iu the
spirit of the planter, who whipped his slave because
he had prayed for him. He removed from that
shop ; but he was litile better in the next, and the
state of the working classes of that period appears
to bave been, in his experience, considerably worse
than at the present time. The state of the higher
or middle classes was certainly worse.

The Adjutant sent Robert Flockhart to serve in
Blackness Castle, on the Frith of Forth, some
miles distance from Linlitbgow. He commenoced,
parily on the invitalion of the commanding officer,
who was a good centurion, his series of teachings
among the soldiers there. Not satisfied with that
field, he preached in Blackness town, as he says,
without Lindrance. Then he extended his preach-
ing tours to Linlithgow, and visited it for four or
five weeks without opposition. At last the magis-
trates became alarmed, and wrote to the command-
ing officer that, if the soldier returned to preach
there, they would put him in jail. That gentleman
read the letter to the preacher, and told bim to do
as he pleased. With the intention of gratifying
the officer, he did not visit Linlithgow for some
time ; but one day, on the sea shore, he observed
a flock of birds flying in the direction of Linlith-
gow, and he thought of a passage in Scripture :—
“But ask now ihe beasts, and they shall teach
thee ; and the fowls of the air, aud they shall tell
thee.” The flight of the birds was, in his opinion,
an order for bim; and he went to Linlithgow, and
there addressed all who would listen. The magis-

478

trates did not fulfil - their threat of imprisonmeut;
bat soon afterwards a Corporal was sent for him
from Edinburgh Castle. He was thus obliged to
leave Blackness with his wife, who had accompanied
him there. The magistrates of Linlithgow were
not more illiberal than other people. They had
applied probably to the military authorities for his
removal, because they disliked open-air and unau-
thorised preaching. There might be a shade of
radicalism among doctriues taught in that strange
manner. Perhaps the soldier might have been
useful if he had been contented to instruct his
companions in Blackness, where the officer iu
command afforded encouragement and facilities,
and where he was supported by at least one com-
rade of the same views, A man may be in the
way of duty frequently when he endeavours to do
one thing well, especially if it is something quite
within his power.

The spirit of that age will be gathered from what
Robert Flockhart calls a very delicate dispensation
which occurred to him at this period. He was a
member of Mr. Anderson’s Baptist Church, and
one day he told Mr. Anderson what he had said
to a soldier in the Castle upon repentance. His
minister did not seem pleased with this interfere
ence in his duty. The narrator wrote :—

He spoke very harshly to me, and said, “ Who told you to
preach P You mast get the Charch's leave.” I said, “ When
1 see an opportuaity to speak, must I come back to ask your
Jeave and the church’s first P I might lose the opportunity,
and never sce the person agnin.” So he and I differed, and
from that time I seemed a black sheep in his eyes,

Ministers of nearly all denominations were averse
to irregular and open-air exhortations, and the
Baptist church was not more advauced than other
bodies. Mr. Anderson received an anonymous
letter, and he ascribed it to Flockhart. Without
any evidence except his own opinion and suspicion,
he had the soldier struck from the roll of commu-
nicants. Some Sabbaths after, the ejected mem-
ber waited during the administration of the ordi-
nance, aud after that was over, he began to pray
alond touching this matler, and contivued until
the other members ejected him from the building.
On the next Lord’s day, when he presented himself
at the door, he writes in his memoranda—* 8ome
of the members came and dragged me to the ground,
and took me to the police office in Park-place.”
They then lodged a complaiat against him at the
Castle. They stated « that ho wanted to breed a
disturbance in their charch.”

A Corporal and a file of the guard conveyed him
from the Police-office to the castle, where he was
placed in the Guard-house. The officer in com-
mand soon released him, but he was not for some
time allowed to leave the castle on the Sabbath
day. This order was at length relaxed by the
officer, and the soldier arrested at the request of
the Church by the military was again, by his officer,
permitted liberty * on the Sabbath.”” He attended
first Mr. Aikman’s Churoh, next the Methodists,

| then Mr, Grey’s, and when that minister left the
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old Ghapel of Base, the hearer continued with Mr.
@ordon, whom he attended ever afterwards and
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| soberness. 8iill, the latier prevailed with the

governor to take the Bible from his patient. That

followed to the High Church, and, at the distup- | was done, and the “insane’’ man refused to taste

tion, from St. Giles, until his death.

| food until the Bible was restored. He maintained

Robert Flockhart had pecaliar views respecting | this resolution for three days and nights. At last

irregular preachings, and he believed that, like
Jobn Bunyan, he had a special call to that work,
He, therefore, went down into the Grass-market,
partly because, as the scene of the martyr’s suffer-
ings, be thought it classic ground. It was, indeed,
an undoubtedly wioked place.

While he was engaged in preaching there one
day, the late Dr. Stewart with whom he had been
acquainted in Mr. Anderson's Chureh, spoke to
him, and requested him to accompany a friend of
his to a fine country mansion which he wished him
to visit. He complied with the invitation, and
found himself in Morningside Lunatic Asylam.
Dr. Gutbrie, in his introduction to the memoir,
remarks, that Dr. Stewart and Rev. Christopher
Anderson were excellent men who had been actu.
ated by good motives. We admit that, and the
circumstances only show that the majority of the
oficers under whom this man served were better
soquainted with the principles of eoclesiastical
freedom, and more inclined to observe them, than
the membera of the Church with whom he was
connected in 1813.

Dr. Stewart aequainted Mrs. Flockart with his
disposal of her husband, without any authority of
a legal nature, without any authority more than
his own medical will ; so that then medical men
had in lunatic asylams their prison-houses, as they
appear to have still; for all the explanations that
can be made will not change the faot, that the
wife of a Cabinet Minister was last month appre-
hended, conveyed from the female friend by whom
she was accompanied to a private residence, and
detained there, against her own protestations and
will for some time.

The governor of Morningside Asylum commenced
the operation of makiag his subject mad, by shaving
his head, and then putling a blister on the scalp.
The patient aggravated this treatment by remem-
bering that he fared worse than Sampson—¢* they
did not shave Ais head.” Still, in his usaal and
forgiving spirit, he began to preach to the governor
first the law, then the gospel; bat the governor
defied both, swore hardly, and put the preacher
into the black-hole, by the way of expelling lunacy
from his mind—for it must be remembered that
the governor of Morningside Asylum had no right
to detain the man, except as a lunatic, even if he
had a right by that malady. One day the patient
escaped from the garden over the wall to his own
home, but he was re-taken there, and, under the
plausible promises of the governor, he returned to
the asylum, These promises were only made to a
lunatic, and they were observed with Punic faith.

Doctor Stewart sent a minister to comfort the
aflicted, who told him not to read the Bible! The
Jay preacher answered the professional preacher

not in mad language, but in the words of truth and °

- the governor applied compalsion, and by the aid of
. his keepers, endeavoured to force * the subject” to
! swallow food. They were defeated in the attempt,
, and the Bible was restorcd. When this condition
| of eating was complied with, Robert Flockhart ob-
: served his part of the bargain. Then the governor
wanted to recover the Bible. This did not enter
into the patient’s idea of the arrangement. Asa
closing alternative, the governor *shut the window
shatters” of his apartment, and the room was
darkened to neutralise the Bible.

The second escape of the patient from the
asylam required greater efforts than the first, but
it was successful, and he again returned home.
This time he proposed to seek safely with his
parents, at Old Kilpatrick, but instead of takiug
the direct road, he crossed the Frith at Queen’s
Ferry, and the ruling feeling converted his flight
into a preaching tour. At Dunfermline he addressed
the people in different localities, and they offered
him money, but he refused money in any way, for
his wife had given him a 3s. piece when they
parted ; and, armed with that riches in silver, he
was determined to preach, in his own quotation—
a quotation often misapplied to the subordinate
act of preaching or teaching * without money and
without price.” He felt apparently unwell, aud
returned to his own home in Kdinburgh, where his
wife concealed him until his restoration to health,
when he recommenced preaching in the Grass-
market, and in one of his addresses was at once
canght by the police, confined by them in his own
house, and then restored to the governor of the
asylom, who promised to keep the Bible in his
cell, and keep open windows there. Punic promise.
He kept the window open, but he regularly stole
the patient's clothing at night, and restored it in
the morning. The goveruor, in course of weeks
or months, became recouciled to his patient, chiefly
through the agency of his daughter, who bad differ-
ent opinions from those of her father ; and he even
requested Robert Floekhart to deliver discourses
to the other patients in the asylum. This, per-
baps, in 1814, was the first application of preach-
ing to the insane. Ii may have led to other
intellectual remedies, and originated probably with
the governor’s daughter.

The 9th Veterau Battalion was broken up and
dispersed, while Robert Flockhart was an inmate
of the Asylum. Major Rose, who commanded the
battalion, interested himself for the * preacher and
soldier,”” in the asylum and obtained for him a pen-
sion of one shilling and threepence daily, or 8s, 9d.
per week, instead of the shilling per day which was
paid to the other men. This pension he received -
for nearly forty years, It seems to bave been the
chief endowment of this industrious street preacher,
and for its amount he was indebted to the kindneas
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of his oficer, who had interfered previously in his
favour.

In November, 1814, Dr. Stewart consented to
his deliverance from the asylum, upon a condition
againat street preaching. He had no legal, and
oertainly no moral right to qualify his resolution to
cease from doing evil. The person whom he had
imprisoned in the asylum was not insane, and the
medical geutleman could scarcely have been igno-
rant or mistaken upon that point. The proceeding
is an example of the forcible and lawless manuer in
whiebh, only forty-five years ago, men treated their
inferiors. The condition was not observed, for
ore of the parties considered it unlawfal. After
his discharge from the army and the asylum,
Robert Flockbart taught a school in Laurieston
for twenty-five years. Before he succeeded in
establishing himselfl as a tolerated preacher in the
streets, he was “ nine or ten times imprisoned for
the offence” in Edinburgh. The policemen, he
wrote, were chiefly Irish, who annoyed rather than
protected bim. The imprisonments, however short,
must have exposed him to considerable loss, aud
their ocourrence, or their possibility, at a compara-
tively recent period, show us the extent and nature
of the change which has crept over society. Civil
and ecclesiastical authorities were alike opposed
to any exiraordinary means of doing good, and the
military officers alone countenanced the ** irregular”
teaching of the soldier. One day, while he was on
ihe main guard at the castle, one of bis comrades
was “ oursing and swearing,’’ and he was engaged
in pointing out the impropriely of his conduot ; when
the senior Lieutenant-Colonel came up, heard his
remarks, and said to the officer of the guard. * I
order that man,”’ measing the speaker, “to be
relieved of guard, and to do no more duty.” This,
- he wrote, was joyful news to him, so he took off his
acooutrements and went home.

Flockbart attended gradually at the infirmary
and the Lock Hospital, although the surgeons
origivally opposed hLis practice. Afterwards, he
visited the prisoners in the jail, and Lis short me-
moirs contain some carious particalars respecting
noted prisoners. Ultimately his visits to all these
places were encouraged and sought by the anthori.
ties. He may indeed be considered, in Edinburgh,
the originator of city and day missions; and bis
perseverance overcame a gurious repugnance to this
agenoy in the religious education of the multitudes,
who were growing up, passing on, and passing
away without being cared for by any perty, until
statistics exposed the, at least, “ negative feeling’
towards religion of numerous families in our large
towns.

‘When the confinements in the guard-house, in
the police.office, and in the lunatic asylum were
over, and imprisonment was deemed an unsuitable
return for good service to the public—when the
little school flourished, and the teacher’s {ime was
eccupied by intellectual and religious work, his
yoars rolled happily way, He was detsined in
prison-at one period until he oould find sequrity
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that he would not praach the Gespel in the atrests
of Edinburgh. He would not allow any persou te
hagard £3 on that hopeless risk. When thus at
last driven from Ediaburgh he went to the Links,
probably without the jurisdiotion of the magistrates,
and there he proclaimed his to all who
would listen. Amongst them was one day the late
Dr. Simpson, of the Tron parish, and he came for-
ward, shook the missionary earnestly by the hand,
and wished him “ God speed” in the propagation of
his dootrines. He brought his wife and daughter
to hear a sermon on the Links, and when money was
offered to the preacher by the little girl, and it was
kindly refased, Dr. Simpson would understand
the kind of man whom he had met. J}{e was the
only minister, for a season, as he had been the first,
who afforded any encouragement to the strect
preacher ; but his simple and straightforward prin-
ples became better understood, and other influential
friends appeared in his behalf, whilo the character
of the magistracy gradually brightened up, until no
man hindered the work which Robert Flockhart
considered himself * called” upon specially to per.
form; and he performed it with extraordinary
assiduity, day by day, in all seasons, for many
yoars,
Robert Flockhart's school instruction finished
with his tenth year. Seven years more of his life
were passed as an apprentice in a uail-making shop.
Then he enlisted and spent eighteen or mineteen
years of his life in the army. Daring the early
part of his military career, we may iufer that he was
not greatly improved in intelligence, although even
in these dark times he says that he commenced to
teach one boy in the regiment, and was suocessful.
His reading afterwards was chiefly confined to reli-
gious works; but daring his twenty-five years
experience as a schoolmaster, be was compelled to
acquire general knowledge. His daily addresses
on religion would have exhausted an ordinary mind
beforo the lapse of forty-five years ; but he had not
an ordinary mind. He had great readiness of
speech, and often great originality of thought, His
audiences were generally idlers on the streets who
had no other means of passing 2 half hour, but
they were not entirely composed of that class. He
had regular hearers who came when they could to
his public services, The latter had not often any:
thing incousistent with the solemnity of their
theme. Bayings were asoribed to the preacher as
to others that it is improbable he ever uttered.
He had no reason to be on friendly terms with the
police, but he did not often refer to the early
persecutions which he received at their hands.
Once, however, in desoribing the dwellers in
heaven he is reported to have said: * There are
saved Manassehs in heaven, and saved Magdalenes
in heaven, and saved Bauls in heaven, and saved
publicans in heaven, and I believe it possible that
there may be saved policemen in heaven.”

Upon ¢dne sadly “raining night,” when the
clouds were pouring out a perfect tide of water, as
bo had finished singing the fow verses that formed
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the first portion of his service, a woman said to
him, “ Mr. Flockhart, you'll never attempt to preach
in sic’' a night as this”’ “ Whisht, woman,” an-
swered the preacher, “and be thankful that the
Lord's not raining down fire and brimstone on you
and me out o’ heaven.” Many of his audience
could be assembled together at a late hour whom
be would have missed at an earlier hour. Some of
them were of a class on whom the fire and brim-
stone of a wounnded spirit are often poured out,
even while the sun shines clearly, and all the world
seems bright around them.

The common question arises, ¢ What good comes
of all this man’s exertions ®” It is not our busi-
ness to tell what can never be known in time. Un-
doubtedly he went here and there seeking to do
good. He was at the bed of the dying, or of the
sick, in the hospitals, with the words of comfort and
direction following those of warning. He was
with the weary prisoner in his bonds, speaking of
the disseverance from all the chains of sorrow.
He passed anxious nights in the cell of the con-
demned ; last nights on earth tothem. Whosoever
was beaten down by sins and sorrows, and for-
saken seemingly of bad and good alike, whenever
he knew that desolation of heart, aod whenever the
stricken one was to be found, he brought to that
soul in despair, with kind and tender language, the
universal remedy. We can regret, that of all the
experiences of these forty-five years passed so
assiduously in doing good, there remains only this
small record; the unpublished memories of
many who met with this street evangelist, and the
unpublished registries of the coming world.

As years fell down over the old man he became
weaker in body, but still he persevered in his out
of door works, and perhaps his age and toil-worn
frame gave force and pungency io his words.

The value of out of door addresses began to be
felt ; and the first of these modern missionaries in
Fdinburgh saw that day and was glad. This w,
his testimony on that subject :— .

Ye will never get at the ignorant and the profligate mass
withoat it. I'm so glad I had to bear the bruat o't for you.
I had to suffer shame many a day fur what's so respectable
now. Ihadtogoto“ bouds and imprisonments” for doing
what our Master did, for He preached far oftener by the road-
side, and by the sea-side, than in the synagogue.

During bis latter years his house in Richmond-
place was often visited by some of the students of
theology ; and they learned the practice there, if
they had the theory in nobler rooms. ‘We do not
jnsinuate that they could not have learned more
than the theory in their class ; for in the years to
which we refer it was the best class in Britain, or
probably in Christendom, under certainly the best
tuition. These visits were useful to the young
men; they were imbued, some of them, with part of
that spirit which had actuated this man, and carried
him through many troubles not easily borne, until,
as he said, his labours had absolutely become
gespectable. . I

Singuler as was his courtship, yei his married

life was happy ; for his wiie entered fully into all
his schemes of doing good, aud supported him i
them when he bad no friend who justified bis pro-
ceeding, or who did not oppose them, but her alovs;
and it should be remembered to their honour, the
majority of the military officers in the castle,
From his pension and his school lie derived means
sufficient to live in comfort, and even after the
death of his wife, his days were passed in cheerfal-
pess ; for he had ere then many friends, althoogh
near him he had, we believe, no relations ; but the
same deeds that carried him to the lunatic asylum,
to the police office, and the prison in 1813, brought
many [riends to his door in 1853.

He did good to himself. With his perseverance
and sober habits, supported by his pension, he
might have got into some small business in 1814;
he might bave given to it one half, perhaps, of the
toil which he assumed ; Le might have becomss
small broker or a small dealer, and saved until be
was a large broker or a large dealer; and, addisg
the gain of usury to wealth, ho might have acca.
mulated treasure equal to the establishment of u
hospital, instead of the treasures he accumulated in
his visitations of those that were built; but it is
certain that he would not have been nearlyw
happy in this life, and he would not have bees
nearly so able to say contentedly, as he said cor-
tentedly of the palsy that smote him down, ** We're
met at last, and we'll never be parted but at the
grave’s mouth.”

His example could ounly be followed by those
who have the ability, which constituted the natun
« call ;" and we may add the means, Lowever buz-
ble those means may be, which his early life ke
secured. He believed in a supernatural call, o
least in his early career. Although his examplt
cannot be copied fully by many persons, a part of
it is open to all. An advice given kindly, and it
good season, from one workman to another, msy be
more effective preaching than any words, howerer
well chosen, in a large assembly.

1t is now twelve months siuce Robert Flockbat
died, ripened by a long summer of faith aud t
for the grave, having nothing to bequeath excep
this manuscript, which Dr. Guthrie has edited asi
introduced to the world. He left it with tht
request that any profits which might arisc from it
sale should be paid to the fands of the Indian mit
sion, because he had been * converted™ in Beogii
He bequeathed 1o the world moreover the legacsdl
a good name. A large concourse of the citizens &
Edinburgh accompanied to the grave the remains¢
the feeble old man, whose younger years had ks
periods to bim of persecution in that city. Be b
not changed until his death. Edinbargh i
changed, and several town councillors, in one ses*
the successors of the magistrates who bad impr+
soned him, testified their sympathy with his wort.
by joining in the procession that, through long los
of spectators, slowly followed the soldiers who o
ried this.old soldier to the Grange Cemetry. T
had placed with good taste his family Bible asd L8
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hymn book * on the Lop of the coffin,” the instru-
ments of his latter day warfare, for he had long

laid aside the sword.

“ And the rich mandied.” Many rich men died
last year. Many men who used well their riches,
And many whose ido] was wealth; and whose
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death was a parliog from all they bad lived for;
and to which at parting they could not even say
“ Farewell."

Treasures are to be gained in time better worth
living for and more valuable than the wealth of the
world,

WOMAN AND

WOMANKIND.

No. VII,
SERVANTS AND MISTRESSES.

-

¢ SERVANTS isn't pison,” was the oracular decla-
Tation of one irate member of the class, as an ill-
sdvised remark, betraying a feeling of contempt,
fell from her mistress’s lips. ¢ Servants isn't
pison, and they ain’t to be treated like black
Begroes.”

There was some truth in what she said.

*Servants isn’t pison,’’ although they very often
¢ pison” the peace and happiness of a household.
A good servant is an acknowledged blessing, a bad
one an equally acknowledged nuisance. Yet, how
to increase the nomber of the former, and decrease
that of the latter, is a problem of dificult solu-
tion. There are relative duties existing between em-
ployer and employed—mutual duties and mutual
obligations ; and it is, perhaps, because these are
so frequently forgotten that we have so many
complaints of female domestic servants,

Families who pay for services have a right to
them, but only to a reasonable degree; for servants,
on their side, have as full a right to consideration.
They are human beings, and not beasts of burden,
and they play the part of tyrant who tax their
strength or patience too severely. Yet there are
hundreds of people who seem to forget this, and
imposs on female servants an amount of work
which it is perfectly impossible for them to per-
form. As an instance :—A servaut entered a
family where the people were of this stamp. They
lived in a good-sized house, were seven or eight in
number, and kept only one unforiunate servant to
do everything for them—to cook, clean; and, as
they frequently had visitors till two or three in the
morning, wait upon supper friends. She was kept
up, night after night, although she could not lie in
bed in the morning to make up her needful gxanium
of rest. Bhe bore it for some time, and then she
left. *They are kind to me,” she said; * but I
cannot do the work—it is too much.”

She was a very young girl, but had been in
servioe for some years, and was, therefors, a com-
petent judge of what service should be.  8he spoke
impartially of her situation, acknowledged the
kindness of her employers, and therefore her state-
ment could be reocived with confidence, that *at
night, the pain ig her limbs, from the amount of
daily Iabour, prevented her sjeep,

This was one clear case of injustice and oppres-
sion. These people were quite wealthy enough to
give their suppers to bachelor friends, and it would
have been quite possible, if they had chosen to
economise in this particular, for them to have kept
another servant, and not overtaxed the strength of
their single domestio. That policy did not suit
them. They chose to get the human labour done
as cheaply as possible, and spend the money thus
saved in less creditable ways.

This is not a solitary or extreme case. Thou-
sands of such exist, and their number holds up a
sort of precedent for oppression. They prejadice
servants agsinst their employers of the middle
classes; for, in the upper ranks of society, the
scale is turned, and servant labour sinks before
servant idleness. ‘

Servants are aware of the duties which their
employers owe to them ; and, seeing these duties
completely disregarded, they learn to expect op-
pression, are prepared to find it, and, by these
feelings, half produce the mutual dislike which
ends in chicanery on one side, and suspicion and
oppression on the other. Asa general rule, a ser-
vant enters a new situation with a feeling of dis-
trust. She does not know what it will be like—
whether it will “suit her.” Perhaps the butcher
boy tells her, when he comes for orders the next
morning, that six new servanis have been in and
out in the same number of months ; or the man
who cleans the knives signifies that “ no one can’t
stand the work ;” or, the mistress may be said to
drink ; or a hundred other slanders may be adduced,
all of them, probably, taking rise in a speech of
truth, growing large by a bulk of falsehood. In
all probability the foolish servant believes what she
bears, and sees its confirmation in every trifling
disagreement.

“ Good places make good servants, and viceversa;
but there may be a diversity of opinion as to what
a good place is, Generally, a situation whero there
is scarcely any work, and unlimited extravagance
allowed, under the supervision of an idle or ineffi-
cient mistress, is considered a good place ; whereas
it is for the servant, and her ultimatc good, as had
a place as can possibly be liad.

The general outory. against domestic servants
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