
 
 

REPORT 
 

REPORT TO: 
 
Mayor and Members of Council  

REPORT FROM: 
 
Dennis Y. Perlin, CAO 

DATE: 
 
September 21, 2010 

REPORT NO.: 
 
ADMIN-2010-0050 

RE: 
 
Designation of Fallbrook Farm (including McClure Log Cabin, 
McClure Mill Site and Silver Creek Bridge intersection for the 
Ontario Heritage Act, 14513 27 Side Road, Con 9, East Half 
Lot 28; File No.:  R01 FA – Proposed Business Plan from the 
“North Halton Celtic Historical Society” for the Restoration of 
the Fallbrook Farm Site – Present CVC Position 

 
RECOMMENDATION:
 

THAT Report ADMIN-2010-0050 re Designation of Fallbrook Farm (including McClure 
Log Cabin, McClure Mill Site and Silver Creek Bridge intersection for the Ontario 
Heritage Act, 14513 27 Side Road, Con 9, East Half Lot 28; File No.:  R01 FA – 
Proposed Business Plan from the “North Halton Celtic Historical Society” for the 
Restoration of the Fallbrook Farm Site - Present CVC Position, be received; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council acknowledge receipt of the latest position regarding the 
Fallbrook Farm site from Credit Valley Conservation by letter dated September 13, 2010 
to the Town’s Chief Administrative Officer from the Chief Administrative Officer of Credit 
Valley Conservation attached as Schedule “B” to Report 2010-0050; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council acknowledge receipt of the proposed Business Plan 
attached as Schedule “C” to ADMIN Report 2010-0050 from the North Halton Celtic 
Historical Society for the restoration and preservation of the Fallbrook Farm site to 
celebrate the contribution of Scottish culture to the growth and development of the 
Halton Hills area and other relevant heritage initiatives and that Council refer the 
proposed Business Plan to Town Staff for analysis of the viability;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT Council again defer consideration of the Designation of the 
Fallbrook Farm site pending further discussion with the Credit Valley Conservation 
(CVC), the Region of Halton, the Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) and the North 
Halton Celtic Historical Society (NHCHS) to determine if there would be some  
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way of integrating the natural heritage interest of Credit Valley Conservation in “the 
implementation of the Terra Cotta/Silver Creek Management Plan and obligations under 
applicable legislation” with the “built heritage” interest of the North Halton Celtic 
Historical Society with respect to the Fallbrook site;  
 
AND FURTHER THAT staff report back to Town Council as to the results of the 
discussions and analysis with appropriate recommendations. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Town Council, in the summer of 2009 had the issue of the proposed designation of the 
Fallbrook Farm site (including McClure log cabin, McClure mill site and Silver Creek 
bridge) under the Ontario Heritage Act under consideration and indeed in General 
Committee passed a Recommendation to so designate the Fallbrook Farm site which 
General Committee Resolution was then deferred by Town Council at its meetings in 
January and February to June and then again in June to September. 
 
At the June Council meeting, Council was informed through ADMIN Report 2010-0031, 
a copy of which is attached as Schedule “A” that the “Friends of Fallbrook” organization 
had developed into a local historical society called the “North Halton Celtic Historical 
Society” led by Kate Murray and others who indicated that they were looking to have the 
Fallbrook Farm site designated, restored and actively preserved as “one of the last (if 
not the last) local indications of what Scottish and other settlers faced when they arrived 
in this landscape”.  
 
To that end the NHCHS indicated they would expand membership, become 
incorporated, hold weekly local community events, engage the “Scottish studies 
program at the University of Guelph” for guidance, have discussions with the Ontario 
Heritage Trust and further discussions with the NEC, CVC, Town of Halton Hills and the 
Region, develop a business case and expanded business plan for the designation and 
detailed fundraising towards the development including restoration, rebuilding and 
ongoing maintenance and present the business case and business plan to Council in 
September.   
 
COMMENTS: 
 
The purpose of this Report is to bring back the Fallbrook Farm site matter including the 
designation and the business case and proposed business plan of NHCHS to Council 
As well this Report informs Council that since the last deferral, in June the CVC Board 
of Directors dealt with the Fallbrook Farm matter on September 10th and passed a 
resolution to formally advise Council and the NHCHS that the CVC Board would NOT 
consider transfer of the title of the Fallbrook site to any group, organization or agency 
and directed CVC staff to cease all work on the Fallbrook site as well as any 
discussions with Town officials and/or interest groups such as the NHCHS except as it 
pertains to the implementation of the Terra Cotta/Silver Creek Management Plan, and 
that any costs associated with obligations under any applicable legislation and/or any 
costs whatsoever to the CVC associated with the Fallbrook site be a special levy to the 
Region of Halton. 
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In addition, the CVC Board also on that date “reminded” the Town of Halton Hills  of the 
CVC January 22nd, 2010 Resolution indicating that the Board would not appeal any 
designation by the Town of the Fallbrook Farmhouse but in which it directed its CVC 
staff to work with the Town to help draft a designation bylaw that did not require 
management of the Fallbrook Farmhouse beyond the CVC’s mandated responsibilities 
and which would permit CVC to maintain the status quo of the property and that again 
any costs whatsoever related to the Fallbrook Farmhouse including any maintenance 
efforts were to be a special levy to the Halton Region. 
 
A copy of the letter including the CVC Resolutions of September 10, 2010 is attached to 
this Report as Schedule “B”. 
 
The NHCSC’s proposed Business Plan is attached as Schedule “C” and Kate Murray of 
the NHCSC will be in attendance at the Council meeting on September 27th to present 
that Business Plan to Council. 
 
Councillors Fogal and Robson, as well as the CAO and Director of Planning, 
Development and Sustainability with Kate Murray in preparation for the September 
Council meeting, and in light of the CVC Resolutions of September 10th, to discuss what 
might be recommended at this point to Town Council. 
 
After discussion it was thought best to recommend to Council to once again defer 
consideration of the Designation until further discussions could be undertaken with the 
CVC, the Region, the NEC and the NHCSC to see if there could not be some way found 
to enable the CVC to move forward with its mandate to protect and conserve the 
“natural heritage” features of the Fallbrook site through the implementation of the Terra 
Cotta/Silver Creek Management Plan but at the same time to protect and conserve the 
“built heritage” features of the Fallbrook site through the NHCSC Business Plan in a 
manner that would not cost the CVC nor the City nor the Region any dollars with 
respect to the “built heritage” restoration and preservation activity.  This solution would 
enable all members of the community who would have an interest in either or both of 
the natural heritage features of the Fallbrook site as well as the built heritage features of 
the Fallbrook site to enjoy the benefits of both.  
 
Should Council agree with this proposed deferral, then hopefully the CVC would 
reconsider its Resolution of September 10th, at least to enable discussions at the staff 
level about a possible integration of both the “natural heritage” activities and the “built 
heritage” activities.  There would also need to be a discussion with the Region to make 
sure it is fully briefed on what has been going on and to find out any interests it might 
have with respect to moving this matter forward.  The NEC would also have to be 
consulted as to the NHCSC proposal from a land use perspective to ensure that there is 
no breach of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 
 
In addition, staff would have to more closely scrutinize the proposed Business Plan of 
the NHCSC so that some recommendation as to its “viability” can be made to Town 
Council once this matter is considered again.  Staff are well aware that the present 
position of Town Council is that the Town should not be required to “put out any monies” 
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towards the designation restoration and preservation of the Fallbrook Farm site and 
were there to be any restoration and preservation plan brought forward, it would need to 
be financed without financial support from the Town. 
 
The CVC, in its Resolution of September 10th has also made it clear again that it will not 
be providing any funding for the restoration and preservation of the “built heritage” 
features of the Fallbrook site; its interest is in the “natural heritage” features of the 
Fallbrook site. 
 
The Region will be asked if there is any Regional interest that might be addressed by 
the restoration and preservation of the Fallbrook site to see if there is any financial 
contribution available from the Region. 
 
But otherwise it would be expected that the NHCHS, through its Business Plan, in terms 
of fundraising, grant applications, “museum admission rates”, “caretaker rent”, etc. 
would find the dollars necessary to restore and then preserve the Fallbrook Farm site as 
an active “built heritage” site.   
 
RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC PLAN: 
 
This report relates to the proposed designation of the Fallbrook Farm site which 
appears on the Town’s Heritage Register. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no direct financial impact on the Town arising out of the Report.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS IMPACT: 
 
The North Halton Celtic Historical Society, the Credit Valley Conservation, Region of 
Halton, the Niagara Escarpment Commission would all be informed of the action taken 
by Town Council.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 
 
There is no environmental impact arising out of this particular report as it is a process 
report.  
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
This report has been prepared in consultation with Councillors Fogal and Robson, the 
Town’s Director of Planning, Development and Sustainability, and Kate Murray, of the 
North Halton Celtic Historical Society.   
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CONCLUSION: 
 
This report once again requests Council to defer the General Committee Designation 
Resolution respecting the Fallbrook Farm site to a future date.  This time the 
recommendation is in response to the receipt of a proposed Business Plan for the 
restoration and active preservation of the Fallbrook Farm site as a built heritage 
property.  At the same time, the report informs Council that the CVC on September 10, 
2010 indicated that it did not wish to discuss with the Town or the North Halton Celtic 
Historical Society the future restoration and preservation of the Fallbrook Farm site as a 
built heritage feature but rather simply wished to utilize that particular property as 
proposed in the Terra Cotta/Silver Creek Management Plan for the preservation of the 
natural heritage features in that area.  The report recommends however that a further 
attempt be made with the CVC, the Region and the NEC to see if there is not some 
feasible way of integrating the CVC mandate of preserving the natural heritage features 
of the site with the “built heritage” desire of the NHCHS to restore and preserve in an 
active fashion the Fallbrook Farm site as “one of the last, (if not the last), local 
indications of what Scottish and other settlers faced when they arrived in this 
landscape”. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dennis Y. Perlin 
Chief Administrative Officer 
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