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! Ten reasons
why there
has never

been a better

time tobe a
Canadian

WE ARE CANADA. At 144 years w

go. And nations do come and do go,

it bears remembering. You don't

have to be very old to appreciate
that the world map that occupied a corner
of your childhood classroom is a relic of
another age; that borders once drawn in
blood aren’t indelible a all, they are just
lines to be moved, or bent or erased by
popular will. Yer, here we are, still in this
together, and doing rather well.

ing of celebration but

tion that future years together aren’t
anteed, they must be carned, and mutually
agreed upon. Backwhen Canada wasamere
pupof 115 years, Ralph Klein, then the brash
young mayor of a brash young Calgary,
called Canada, “perhaps the only country
in the world held together by curiosity.” He
asked if such a confederation of interests
and regions can endure. “[N]o oneis quite
prepared to give up on her yet,” he said, “as
if we all have some lingering desire to see
how this ongoing exercise in nation-build-
ing ends.”

And why not? No. 143 was not the easiest
of years, but it was largely free of any soul-
sucking existential debate on Canada’ future.
There was a federal election, and no one
died in the process. Economic uncertainty
lingers, but we emerged stronger than the
year before, and healthier in most every
sense than along list of wealthy, developed
nations. And, yes, let’s not lose sight of that
inarguable fact: we are rich.

Read on. Our Canada Day gif to you is a
gentle reminder that by many global meas-
ureswearea blessed bastion of privilege, peace,
frcedom—and bigroomy houses. kenmacqueen
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REAL ESTATE WE HAVE THE
ROOMIEST HOMES ON EARTH

YOU'D NEVER KNOW it from watching MTV
Cribs, a program where rapper 50 Centonce
showed off his 50,000-sq.-foot Connecticut

NADA DAY

‘That’s well below what the American

works (1,768 hours) and the OECD average
(1,739 hours).

‘The country’sinfatuation with home owner-
ship has been a boon for real estate agents,
lawyers, house “fluffers” and contractors of
allstripes. Mea

EATTRACT
THE BRIGHTEST NEWCOMERS

THAT THE DIRECTOR of research at the
Association for Canadian Studies (ACS) is not
et a Canadian ciizen says a ot abou he

mansion (18 bedrooms, 25 bath: 5, an
elevator, two billiard rooms), but the aver-
age Canadian family actually has their Amer-
ican counterparts beat when it comes to
living large. A recent survey by the Organi-
sation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) found the average
Canadian home boasts 2.5 rooms per per-

Canadian Tire are riding a resulting wave of
DIY home improvement efforts. (It's no

‘way many iddharth
Bannerjee moved from lndm to Canada in
2004 after stints in the Umxcd States nnd

hen O prop |
up the economy in 2009, it introduced a
popular tax credit of up to $1,350 for Can-
adians who spent money on home renova-
tions.) Canada has even managed to accom-

son, more than the 2.3 room average in the

plis in the world of

U.S., and the highest among the 34 OECD
member countries, where the average was
just 1.6 rooms.

Canada’s reigning status as a country of
big, roomy houses s a direct result of our hot
real estate market, which escaped the global
economic downturn relatively unscathed.
While the U.S. has yet to recover from the
subprime mortgage crisis and the subsequent
recession, Canadians have continued to take
advantage of rock-bottom interest rates to
buy bigger and'better properties, forcing
prices ever higher. That includes first-time

HGTV Canada launched the program Prop-|
erty Virgins in 2006, only to have the series
expanded to the U.S. market the following
season (Canadian viewers were also treated
to their own version of MTV Cribs around
the same time).

But before we get too cocky, it’s worth
recalling that we got here largely by borrow-
ingalot of money, Canadian household debt
levels now sit at 146.9 per cent of income.
‘That's significantly higher than the 130 per
cent reached in the U.S. prior to the crash
(it has since fallen to 113 per cent). With
Canadi fhéreash

uth Africa. He came
degreein public policy, and wound upa Sauvé
scholar at McGill University, where he par-
ticipated in the reasonable accommodation
debates in 2007. A couple of years later, Ban-
nerjee landed his post at ACS in Montreal,
an organization that “strives to raise public
awareness of Canadian issues.” Even though
the final stagein Bannerjee’s quest to become
aCanadian, the citizenship ceremony, is still
several weeks away, the 30-year-old has long
thought of this land as home: “Canada,” says
Bannerjee, “is a better place than most other
countries for immigrants.”

In fact, it's one of the very best, as mount-
ing research reveals. Canada ranks third, after
Sweden and Portugal, of 31 countries in Eur-
ope and North America for how well it grants
equal rights, responsibilities and opportun-

uites for d d

‘homeowners who jumped at the opportun-
ity to sell into a hot market and move into
their dream homes. More impressive is that
Canadians have managed all this while work-
ing an average of just 1,699 hours a year.

Home sweet home: The infatuation with home ownership has been a boon for builders

thin, some are worried about
the country’s ability to withstand another
cconomic shock. On the other hand, cash-
strapped Canadians will always have the
option of renting outan extraroom to make
ends meet. cHRIS SORENSEN

ities to according to the latest
Migrant Integration Policy Index. The study
partly measures how easily immigrants can
enter thelabour market, gain education, and
sponsor family, and was co-rescarched by
international think tanks, including ACS.
“Its not just about assimilation in Canada.
Immigrants are encouraged, or at least per-
mitted, to maintain their identity to a large
extent; says Bannerjee. That improves their
chances of success because “identity conflicts”
aremostly taken outof theequation. Although

| issues arise, more often “that’s not on your

‘mind, so you can go about the most import-
ant parts of your settlement.” |

Like earning a good living. A recent sur-
vey showed that 30 per cent of the country’s
wealthiest families (those with investable
assets of $1 million or more) are new Can-
adians, or individuals born elsewhere. “About
95 per cent of the familics are self-made; -
they've created their wealth,” especially
through business ownership, explains Andrew
Auerbach, head of BMO Harris Private Bank-
ing, which commissioned the study. “Welive
in a fantastic country. It is very welcoming
to new Canadians and there’s great oppor-
tunities to prosper.” The success of immi
grants here may also be explained bya 2009
Gallup poll showing that Canada attracts
older and more educated individuals than
the United States.
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Just be yourself: Bannerjec, at the Montreal Tam-Tam weekly improv, says immigrants are ‘encouraged: to maintain their identity in Canada

Amongimmigrants, adults aren’t the only | Ministers of Education of Canada. “That's | study the example of Canada you are struck
high achievers. Fifteen-year-old immigrant | very unique.” by the high expectations that immigrant fam-
students (those born elsewhere or whose | The possible explanationisequallyintriguing: | ilies have for their children. And even more
parents were) perform just as well as their | “I¢’s always hard to pin down success to par-| by the fact that those high expectations are,
Canadian-born peers in reading, according | ticular policies and practices, but when you | byandlarge, hldby educatorsaswell”explains

tothe latest Organisation for Economic Co- Andreas Schlcicher, head of indicators and
operation and Development’s international o analysisat the OECD, in an onlinevideo. That
studentassessment project, which includes 0f Canada’s teachers expectimmigrantstudents to dowell

34 developed nations. Previous studics exam- s significant: “The value placed on the high

ining math and science literacy found simi- wealthiest families, | .ivemen: ofimmigrant children seems to
lar trends. “In most countries, immigrants have positve spillover effects for the expecta-
don't do so well, whereas in Canada there 3 00/ tions of other children too. Thatis tosay, new
isvirtually no difference between immigrant 0 Canadians do well for themselves by joining

and Canadian-born students,” says Pierre this country—and native Canadians are the

4}
Brochu, a coordinator for the Goancilof | WET@N'E DOIM NEre | benerfor it oo, cam auwur
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Profitable poutine: [ just three years, there are 15 Smoke's Poutineries between Halifax and Winnipeg—each rakes in $750,000 in sales a year

BUSINESS WE'RE MORE
ENTREPRENEURIAL THAN THE U.S.

BACKIN NOVEMBER 2008, around the time
the global economy began s historic melt-
down, Ryan Smolkin decided to start a
business. Of all things, the 37-year-old
Torontonian wanted to sell poutine to the
masses. Three years later, Smoke’s Poutin-
erie now has 15 stores between Halifaxand
Winnipeg, each one pullingin §750,000in
annual sales.

1's always tough to start a new business, |
especially a restaurant, but Smolkin’s success
story is just one of hundreds to come out of
what business expert Rick Spence calls Can-
ada’s “entreprencurial revolution.”

In 2010, the number of business bank-
ruptcies was 65 per cent lower than in 1990.
In fact, the bankruptcy rate for businesses
is lower than it’s been in at least 30 years.
The number of self-employed Canadians
also increased by more than 18 per cent
between 2001 and 2006, double the rate of
growth for normal employment. And by
2008, there were 2.8 million self-employed
Canadians. “You can say it’s never been a

better time to start a business, but the point

is that it actually is getting better and bet-

er,” says Spence. “Basements and spare

bedrooms are where the future of Canadian
business is being decided.”

A recent report by the U.S. Small Busi-

ion ranked Canad: donly

Satinder Chera, with the Canadian Fed-
eration of Independent Business, says the
business environment has improved in the
past few years, with governments cutting
back on red tape and onerous paperwork
requirements. The HST, for example, has
madeb and tax recurns simpler

to Denmark for based
on the “quality and quantity” of its busi-
nesses, as well as the attitudes and aspira-
tions of its America, the self-

for tantly, Chera
adds, there have been tax cuts for businesses
large and small At th same nmc middle-

| styled land of opportunity, came in third. | people are reiring without enough money

| In fact, one in five Canadians who don’t |

| already own a businessare considering start-

| ing one at some point in the next five years,

| according to the RBC Canadian Consumer
Outlook report for April 2011.

Bankruptcy rates
for businesses are
the lowest in

30+ years

tions have created a “push and pull” effect

that encourages entrepreneurialism. Con-

sumer markets have also become more “frag-

mented and sophisticated,” creating oppor-

tunities in niches that cater to speclﬁc tastes,
That

an start a successful business selling noth-

| ing but poutine. “We're an indulgence, a

luxury,” says Smolkin, who started his first

sines hewas 16. “I've never worked
for the suits,” he says, speaking of a sense of
empowerment that comes from being your
own boss. “You can totally control whether
you make it or break it.” aLex BALLINGALL
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We come in peace: Canada was ranked the
eighth most peaceful nation in the world

PEACE WE'RE MORE PEACEFUL
THAN THE SWISS AND AUSSIES

®

FOR A LONG time, a Canadian flag on a trav-
eller’sbackpack has been nearlyas valuableas
travel insurance: its wearer would be treated
with respect no matter the locale, a privilege
growing out of Canada's peaceful reputation.
Some think that comforting truth had faded.
In 2009, Louise Arbour, the formerjustice of
the Supreme Court of Canada and former
'UN Human Rights Commissioner, put it this
way, inspeaking of Canada, post-Afghanistan:
“There is a bit of a loss of innocence that the
[Canadian] publicis perhaps not aware of. We
think of ourselves as the ‘few that everyone
Joves? ButIam not certain that’s always the case.
‘The flag on the backpack has run its course.”
More recently, however, we seem to have
nudged our way back into the good books.
The Global Peace Index just ranked Canada
the eighth most peaceful nation out of 153
countries, its highest ranking since the sur-
vey was established in 2007 and up six places
from last year. Iceland took the top spot this
year, while the U.S. placed 82nd. Despite a
rise in the likelihood of violent demonstra-
tions, improvements in relations with neigh-
bouring countries and respect for human
rights led to Canada’s rise in the rankings. So
don't go ripping that flag off your backpack
JuSt yet. CIGDEM ILTAN

SPACE WE BUILD THE COOLEST
ROBOTS IN THE UNIVERSE

©

WE'VENEVER PLANTED a Canadian flag on
the moon, but in space, our robots—most
famously the Canadarm—do the heavy lift-
ing. After July 8, when NASA launches ts last
shuttle mission, the Canadarm will be retired,
but Canadz’s role in space robotics won’t
come to an end. Designers are working on a
“next-generation Canadarm” that could be
used on a mission to another planet.

In fact, Canada’s space industry is “the
‘most commercially successful in the world,”
says Steve Oldham, vice-president of robot-
ics at MDA, the Brampton, Ont.-based com-
pany thathelped build the Canadarm. Accord-
ing to a recent report from the Canadian
Space Agency (CSA), the space sector’s rev-
enues surpassed s3 billion in 2009, and export
represented almost half of this—larger than
any other nation’s, he notes. Canadian tech-
nology is in demand because “we have great
capabilities in communication, radar,” and
of course, robotics, Oldham says.

Space agencies are sill settling on the next
‘major manned mission, but Barack Obama
has said he'd like to get astronauts to an aster-
oid by 2025, and to Mars a decade later. With
the CSA’s help, MDA is working on proto-
types for robotic arms that could be adapted
to all sorts of scenarios. “If you're going to
g0 to Mars or an asteroid, you'd likely want
to have a staging post,” says Oldham. The
next Canadarm, which would be a “smaller,
more capable robot,” could be mounted
on an exploration base to perform differ-
ent jobs, “or on vehicles that go off to other
planets” he notes. One of the new prototypes
has the same 15-m reach as the Canadarm2
(which s attached to and building the Inter-
national Space Station), but it is lighter and

‘more compact, designed for use on a futur-
istic spacecraft. Another prototype is smaller,
reaching just 3.4 metres, and could perform
workstation repairs.

Beyond robotics, the Canadian space indus-
try stands outin some more unexpected areas,
t00. Mike Dixon at the University of Guelph,

Top of the world: Canada’s space industry is
the most commercially successful in the world"

for example, is working to develop ways to
grow crops in high-tech, radiation-proof
areenhouses on the moon or Mars, suggesting
Canadians could be the space farmers of the
future. When trying to grow food crops, “as
far as challenging environments go, a smow-
bank in Canada comes pretty close to the
moon;”jokes Dixon. So evenif we don't plant

aflagon the moon, maybe one day we'll plant
tomatoes. KATE LUNAU
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Discovery district: Th. corner .»1 Toronto’s

HEALTH WE'RE LEADING THE WAY
IN MEDICAL RESEARCH

®

THE INTERSECTION OF College Street and
University Avenue, in Toronto’s aptly named

Discovery District, has one of the highest con- |

centrations of stem-cell researchers anywhere:
the Hospital for Sick Children, the University
of Toronto, Mount Sinai Hospital and the
University Health Network, and MaRS (which
brings togetherscientistsand entrepreneurs)
anchor the comers. “We'reall so close together,”
making it casy to collaborate, says Gordon
Keller, director of the McEwen Centre for
Regenerative Medicine, which is housed in
the MaRS Centre. Ontario has been cager to
support theseand other researchers, investing

28

$70 million into the MaRS Centre alone, says
Ilse Treurnicht, its CEO; the private sector
has pumped in $220 million.

And the work being done is astounding.
Keller’s team was the first in the world to
succeed at making crude human heart cells
from embryonic stem cells; they're now

The private sector
alone has pumped

$220 million

into the MaRs Centre

doing it with induced pluripotent stem cells
(also known as iPS cells), which are adult
cells that have been transformed to an
embryonic-like state. Observed under a
microscope, these human heart cells can be
seen beating away. Others are working on
everything from lung regencration and
treatments for spinal-cord injuries, to find-
ing a cure for type 1 diabetes.

1t's only fitting that Toronto has become
ahub for this type of work: stem cells were
discovered here 50 years ago, by Canadians

James Till and Ernest McCulloch. “Once you

become known,” says Keller, “good people
keep coming.” He's proof of that. Born in
Saskatchewan, Keller held prestigious pos-
itions in Switzerland, Austria and the U.S.
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before returning to Canada
to head the McEwen Centre
in2007. Andras Nagy, another
star Toronto researcher who
is from Hungary, established
Canada’s first human embry-
onic stem cell lines in 2005.

And Toronto isn’t the only
Canadian city that boasts
heavy hitters. The University
of Calgary’s Sam Weiss, for
example, discovered neural
stem cells in the adult brain,
suggesting they could be used
to regrow damaged brain tis-
sue. (In 2008, Weiss, who is
director of the Hotchkiss Brain
Institute, won the Gairdner
International Award, one of
the most high-profile awards
inscience—73 Gairdner award-
ces have gone on to win the
Nobel Prize.)

Stem cellsare “the building
blocks of human tissue,” says
Keller, and offer the potential,
onedaynot too faroff, to treat
apatient with their own cells.
They'll help personalize medi-
cine to an even greater level,
aswell. A patient’s cells could
be transformed into iPS cells,
for example, then be used in
thelab to study that patient’s
disease and test which drugs
will work on it. In downtown
Toronto and across the coun-
try, scientists are working with
stem cells to tackle the ques-
tions that will redefine medi-
cine over the next century.

KATE LUNAU
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FOOD WE HAVE CHEESE THAT'D
MAKE THE FRENCH JEALOUS

WE'VE DONE MAPLE syrup. We've done
Sauternes-inspired ice wine. We've watched
Brooklyn hipsters gobble down our foie-gras
poutine. And we proved ve can competewith
Quebec’s LaMaison Al

fame for sustainably reviving rare sturgeon
stocks. Reception at the European Food Fair
this March in Brusscls was “fantastic,” says
company president David Cassidy, who hopes
tosell the Bay of Fundy product, marketed as
agood source of omega-3 fatty acids and vita-
mins A and D, in Paris, London and Hong

de Portneuf chévre won the World Cheese
Awards in 2009 over more than 2,000 entries.
But the Canadian food gaining recognition
in international culinary circles these days
has less to do with aping tradition than for-
ginganew culinary path with fare thatis sus-
tainable, innovative and nutritious—as well
as delicious.

Keith Froggett, co-owner and executive
chef of Toronto’s acclaimed Scaramouche,
cites Sustainable Blue, a fish-farming enter-
prisein Centre Burlington, N.S., as an exem-
plar of this new conscientiousness. High-end
restaurants give the company—which produ-
ces European sea bass and European sea
breamand isworkingwith alocal First Nations
group to produce fresh-water Arctic char—
‘marquee status on their menus: Scaramouche
features a $38 entree “sustainable blue Euro-
pean sea bass with grilled calamari, sweet
garlicwhipped white beans, chorizo, tomato
confit on a saffron-white-wine-herb nage.”
Froggett, who receives the fish via UPS within
24 hours of harvesting, praises its sustainabil-
ity and taste: “It’s a really clean, fresh-tasting
fish. An awful lot of farmed fish

Konglater this in their home-
land, customers who could shop anywhere are
| selectingit: astweek, Cassidy says, they shipped
akilo—some $4,000 worth—to a customer in
| Vancouver planning a major blowout.
There’s no better example of Canucks
smartly tweaking tradition than La Face
Cachée de la Pomme, the cidery in Hem-
mingford, Que., that pioneered apple ice
wine in that province. Martin Juneau, chef
atMontreal’s Newton restaurant and winner
of this year’s Canadian Culinary Champion-
ship, created his winning entry (St-Canut
piglet painted scarlet with beets—pickled,
puréed and flecked with dill, and used as a
crimson glaze—beneath a crackling-soft
square of pork belly) to pair with the cidery’s
Dégel, a barrel-aged still cider. “There was
no winery interesting enough and T wanted
tokeepitlocal,” he says. The cidery has won
abushel of international awards for its prod-
uets, which are sold in 23 countrics, says co-
owner Frangois Pouliot, who recently pre-
sentedat VinExpo in Bordeau. They've been
| working for almost a decade to establish a
Sauternes-like designation for Québec ice
cider, which year:

‘These guys know what they're doing.” With
demand growing, the company is planning
t0 set up similar units across Canada and
eveninto the U.S.

Also in growth mode is Breviro Caviar, a
Pennfield, N.B.,enterprise gaininginternational

|“1s vital in order to give credibility to the
category,” Pouliot says. Not that his product
doesn'talready have that: producersin Spain,
Germany and Vermont are vying to dupli-
cate the cidery’s methodology. And to that
we say, “Salute, eh.” ANNE KINGSTON

30

GOLF WE HAVE MORE PASSION
FOR THE GAME THAN THE SCOTS

o

COULD THERE BE a better indicator that
Canada is one of the world’s most prosper-
ous, contented and civilized nations than
this? We have the highest golf participation
rate in the world.

Atleast we did in 2006, the last time it was
‘measured, when 21.5 per cent of Canadians
playedatleast one round of golf. And there’s
little reason to believe that's changed, since
Canadians still spend over $13 billion on golf
annually and played more than 70 million
rounds per year during the recession.

‘And where can the mostavid golfers in the
country, and thus, the world, be found? In
Saskatchewan, where nearly 30 per cent of 2
the population play a round a year. In fact,
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with 289 golf courses and a population of just
over one million, the land of the living skics
has the most golf courses per capita of any-
where on Earth. That's one course for every
3,640 people—more than even Scotland, the
widely recognized birthplace of the game,
where there are 9,379 people per course.

Canadians
played more than

70 million

rounds a year during
the recession

This may come as a surprise, given Sas-
Katchewan’s reputation as sprawling flatland.
But Lynda Haverstock, president and CEO
of Tourism Saskatchewan, says golfers can

play in river valleys, sand dunes and along- | £

side lakes in the province’s boreal forest.
Courses range from pitch 'n’ putts to award-
winners like Saskatoon’s Dakota Dunes,
which was named Canada’s best new course
by Golf Digest in 2005. And it doesn’t hurt
that, on average, 18-holes costs about $50
on weekends.

It’strue that there isn’t asingle Canadian
golfer ranked among the top 100 in the
world. And the last time a Canadian won a
major—or, for that matter, was even in con-
tention—was Mike Weir at the Masters way
back in 2003. But then, Mike Weir is from
Ontario. ALEX BALLINGALL

algary’s new $430-million
Pine Creck Wastewater Treatment Centre

0

WHEN CALGARY eco-moms Melanie Risdon-
Betcher and Lavonne Ries learned that over
190,000 children’s car seats are thrown into
Canadian landfills every year, they formed
KidSeat Recyclers. “Carseatsare rarely recycled,”
says Risdon-Betcher, “even though they are
5o rich in resources.” The co-op has recycled
‘more than 600 seats so far,stripping each one
toits core. According to Risdon-Betcher, the
disassembled pieces are usually turned into
rope and carpet., “\Ve've broken many a nail,”
she says. “But it's worth it.”

‘This kind of grassroots effort, plus larger
environmental endeavours, like the new
$430-million Pine Creek Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant, which can handle 100 million
litres of watera day, helped earn Calgary the
top spot, justahead of Honolulu, in the latest
Mercer Ecology Study, a ranking of the
world’s most eco-friendly cities. Canada was
well-represented in the 212-city survey, which
took into account a host of factors, includ-
ing water availability, sewage, air pollution
and traffic congestion. Ottawa, which boasts
the country’s first all-ethanol gas station,
finished third. Montreal and Vancouver tied
for 13th. Vancouver officials had previously
pledged to make it the most eco-friendly city
by 2020. Some would say they're off to a
good start. emma TEITEL

ENVIRONMENT WE HAVE
THE MOST CITIES THAT CARE
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BASEBALL WE'RE NOT JUST
RIDING THE PINE ANYMORE

o

AT THE COMPLETION of this month’s Major
League Baseball amateur draft, a total of 35
Canadians had been selected. And what was
perhaps most remarkable about this total
was how unremarkable it is. A year ago, 31
Canadians were selected. Three years ago,
the total was 32, Five years ago, it was 38.
Most years now, 30 or so young Canadians
can expect to be drafted when big league
clubs go searching for the next generation.
Indeed, Canada has quietly become a reli-
able producer of quality ballplayers. Twenty
Canadians have appeared in the majors this
year. More than 70 are in the minor leagues
and another 600 are playing American col-
lege baseball. And beyond merely makingit,
Canadiansare thrivingasstars. Ferguson Jen-
kins was a superstar pitcher in the 1970s, but
between Terry Puhl’s all-star appearance in

Northern stars: (clockwisc from top left) Votto was the National League’s MVP last yea

1978 and Larry Walker'sall-star debutin 1992,
notasingle Canadian-born player appeared
in baseball’s mid-season classic. In the last 10
years, Canadians have been named to all-star
rosters more than a dozen times. In fact, Can-
adiansare comfortably ensconced in the high-
est ranks of the game. Last year, Joey Votto,
a first baseman with Cincinnati, became the
second Canadian to win MVP honours in five
years (Justin Morneau won the American

Canadians have
filled more than

12 All-Star

roster spots in
the last decade

Seattle’s Erik Bedard; and the Cub’s Ryan Dempster

League honours in 2006). Over the last dec-
ade, Canadians have combined to win Cy
Young (Eric Gagne in 2003) and rookie of the
year (Jason Bay in 2004) honours.

The growth of the game in Canada includes
continued progress at the elit amateur level,
a year-round national junior program run
by Baseball Canada, and the involvement of
current and former players in the coaching
and mentoring of emerging prospects (for-
mer Blue Jay Paul Quantrill, for instance, was
apitching coach with last year’s junior team).
“Talented, athletic kids can look at baseball
now and say, ‘At 15 years old, there’s some-
thing there for me, ” says Greg Hamilton,
head coach and director of Canada’s national
teams. And with so many among baseball’s
best, aspiring all-stars now have plenty of
examples to justify their dreams, “There’sa
legacy in baseball now,” says Hamilton, “that
kids can look at and legitimately say ‘I want

to be that” ” aaroN wHERRY

32
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How he sees Canada’s role in the world
andwhere he wants to take the country

PRIME MINISTER STEPHEN HARPER IN CONVERSATION WITH KENNETH WHYTE

Q: Let’s start with election night. Was it fun?
A: 1¢'s always fun when you win.

Q: Did you take a moment to enjoy it?

A: Yeah. Look, as 1 think you know, we were
pretty confident we were going to win, frankly,
from the outset—the question was the mar-
gin—and we were feeling pretty good in the
days leading up to it. I suppose, yeah, it was
exciting that night. But you're also coming
offthe end of along, gruelling campaign, so
there’s also a sense of relief and a sense of
exhaustion all wrapped up together.

Q:If you're not going to stop and enjoy that
one, what are you going to stop for?

A:1did enjoy it. We have to enjoy things.
These guys—my staff—probably enjoyed it

coalitionin the country. I probably—the more
I've thoughtaboutit—1 should probably stay
away from the natural governing party ter-
minology, because I think as soon asa party
belicves it’s the natural governing party it's
in a great deal of trouble. Since coming to
office, we've grown steadily. We've grown
from our base out. We haven’t tried to re-
engincer the Conservative movement, we've
built on it by bringing more people into it
We still have more work to do to be as rep-
resentative of people as we'd like to be, but
all the clements are there in terms of the
coalition. I think, obviously, it has to be
backed up with an agenda, and the agenda
and the

more than I did. I'm always thinking. The
nexttask is almost immediately on my mind.
Q:1'saw you give an interview after the elec-

country has to buy into it and be happy with
the results. So that’s the big thing we have
to do, but I think in the end—given the out-

tion inwihich you alluded to the next ta

want to establish the Conservatives as the nat-
ural governing party of Canada. What does
that entail?

A: What I want to do, of course, is really
entrench, over time, a Conservative-majority

comes of the election—we're greatly helped

Reform Party, by virtue of ts name, was about
changing the political landscape, changing
the politicalstructure in Canada. When you're
trying to become the natural governing party
youwant to be where Canadians are, you have
1o be where Canadians are,soit’s more about
managing a consensus than being a catalyst
Jor change.

A:Well, firstof all I think you have to remen-
ber, I began myserious political involvement
in the Progressive Conservaive Party way
back, so my involvement has always been

about conservatism. I began n the traditional

Conservative Party and then becameinvolved

in the Reform Party, and -1 think as you know
probably better than anyone—my involve-
ment in the Reform Party was really to re-
invigorate conservative principles in Can-
adian politics. And I think with the eventual

merger of the Reform Alliance and Progres-

notjust by our own therelative | sive C ives, we'veachicved .
he opposition as an alterna- | ization i ivepri
tive for government. but is also pragmatic and trying to reach a

Q: This is a fundamentally different mission
from when you started off in politics. The

sufficient number of Canadians to form a
| government. But it's also about, in the suc-
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cess of advancing conservative principles, of
moving the country toward the values that
you represent and that you demonstrate
through the policies and the programs you
deliver. And I think that both those things
are happening. I also think the party and the
government have been moving the country
toward conservative principles. I think there’s
anincreasing number of people who vote for
us not just because they think we're the best
choice but because they actually believe we
[have] the values thatare closest to their long-
term values. And we're starting to see in our
own polling that at the federal level more
people identify themselves as Conservatives
and as voting Conservatives than any other
party, and that is a huge change, and that
never happened even during previous Con-
servative governments. So I'm optimistic that
we're moving in the right direction, but we
have a lot of challenges.

as for my senior staff and for, frankly, senior
public servants. Every three months we've
had the plan for the government and every
three months we’ve had the plan for the elec-
tion. The great irony is that only once did I
threaten an election, then I actually called
it—that was in 2008—but every single three

| months in between we’ve had a threat of an

election, and we've always taken it seriously.
One of the reasons we won is in spite of the

fact the other guys made the threats, we were

always the best prepared. But yeah, it's been

two tracks, and it’s been exhausting to every-
one involved in it. So it’s very different now

planning for a four-year period.

Q: Over that nine years you develop habits of
mind. I would imagine that you’re making

short-term calculations all the time about how

this is going to play, how that’s going to play.
You try and look long-term but you have to be

constantlyaware that you may be going to the

polls soon. Now thatyou’re in this longer-term

mandate, how do you stop thinking that way?

ell, Pm ot sure you completely do. There

are some good disciplines this teaches you.
Even when we were thinking short-term, you

don't ignore what could be the long-term or

mid-term consequences of your actions. I

would always point that out to staff: some-
thing may be great today, you know—we got

agreat headline today—and sixmonths later

everybody goes, “What were you thinking?”
You've got a big problem, especially ina min-
ority context. So it does heighten your polit-
ical instincts, but I think

that deliberate?
A:Well, 'mnotsureitis that different. I think
P've done similar things, maybe not at quite
the same length, but on similar occasions.
The party convention is unique in that you
have, literally in one room, almost every sin-
gle person who is responsible for whatever
Success the organization has had, and they
also happen to be in the room at the moment
where the organization has its greatest suc-
cess, and so that's obviously the appropriate
thing to do. P’ the first to say, you look over
the past nine, 10 years, we're today a major-
ity government not because we have the best
leader but because we have the best team,
and we have the best team on every level—
and they actually work together asa team far
more than any of the other guys.
Q: Youdon'tthink that you operate differently
at a human level than you would have 10 or
20 years ago?
A: Well, I think as you spend more time at
any occupation you get better at everything
you do—I hope—and so I think 'm betcer at
alot of things than I was 10 years ago. But
doT think there’s a sudden change at the con-
vention this year? No, no, no.
Q: Another striking thing, to me, was some
of the language around foreign affairs, and
you said that, essentially, Canada needs to
redefine its national purpose, and that its
national purpose is no longer just to go along
with everyone else’s agendas. How would you
describe Canada’s definition of its national
interest in the past?

ol Tupis | Wghaveamalorlty &7l 1o nesca s
to—move thecountrywich  GOVErNMENtnot  ous governments, 111 just
s ey becausewehave 5 SR
youon cvery single issuez  the bestleader,  ing prime minister—the
fodwerniamiary bt becaisewehave ettt
the opposition parties or the best team previous expectations—I

even the country at hrge

don't even know what my

Q: You've been running or nine
years now, and you have had no real job secur-
ity, you haver't known from year to year where
Joure going to be.

‘A: Yeah, in nine e years T've run four national
electi

had to agree with every single thing we were
doing, but they had to agree with the direc-
tion we were taking and that will remain the
case. I’ just that we're less under the gun
from day to day.

aparty referendum merger, arid a couple of
other convention processes. And of course
by-elections. You know, I've been elected five
times in my riding in nine years. I've been
literally running non-stop.

Q: I addition to that, you've had all the false
alarms about elections.

A:Yeah, every three months. Look, it's been
exhausting. I wouldn't say as much for me

Q: At the C  June 10,
youmade quite a remarkable speech. The first
thing I noticed was how much time you spent
thanking people who worked in the parties,
and thanking your MPs, your ministers, your
sm/fmgmndmxlmzdxmh great specificity.

is not just howimportan

foreign affairs/foreign relationsis, butin fact
that it's become almost everything. There’s
hardly anything today of any significance
that does’t have a hugeinternational dimen-
sion to it, beginning first and foremost with
the economy. Yeah, we have a strong econ-
omy, but really we have a tronger Canadian
economy withina world economy. When we
had a world recession it didn’t matter that
there wasn'ta single thing that had caused

And having watched you delive

more than 20 years now, I don’t think I ever
recall an occasion where you went so far out
of yourway to express personal gratitude. Was

in Canada, we were still in a mccssion, and
we didn’t go down as far as the others, and
now that it’s recovering, we're recovering
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Interview

ahead of the others. But nevertheless, we're
justa piece of the global economy. That's the
first thing, and whether you go to security
matters or pandemics, it’s all international.
I'm notsayingitis not necessary to have good
relations with a lot of people; in fact, having
good relations, first and foremost, with our
most critical ally, the United States, s essen-
tial to Canada’s well-being, as are our good
relations or good dimensions of relations
with a large number of other players. But it
isn’t enough, in this day and age, to say we
getalongwith people. We have to have  clear
sense of where we want to be and where we
would like our partners to go in the various
challenges thatare in front of them. Whether
they’re economic challenges or security chal-
lenges or anything else, we better know what
were trying to get out of this and where we're
goingtoalign ourselves, andit’s not just good
enough to say, “everybody likes us.” That is
nota sufficient way to protect your interests

when your ply enmeshed
with everybody else’s.

Q: So what do we do differently?

irst and foremost I think you see the dif-
ferences in this government in terms of how

weapproach foreign relations. First of all, we

take pretty clear stands. We take stands that

we think reflect our own interests but our

own interests in a way that reflects the inter-
ests of the wider community of nations, or

particularly the wider interests of those

nations with whom we share values and inter-
ests. Whether it's taking strong and clear

positions, for instance, at the G20 on some-
thing like a global financial regulation and a

banking tax, we don’t just say, “Well, a con-
sensus s developing for that. We'll go along

withit It was not in our interest. It actually

happens to be bad policyaswell. So we worked

to oppose that particular agenda. I won't get

into specifics, but in some issues of foreign

affairs or conflicts, what are the Canadian

values or interests at stake? We think it's

pretty important that our long-run interests

are tied somewhat to our trade, but that

they’re more fundamentally tied to the kind

of values we have in the world: freedom,
democracy, human rights, the rule of law.
W see over time—it's not an ironclad rule—
but those societies that promote those values

tend to share our interests, and those that
do not tend to, on occasion, if not frequently,
become threats to us. We also make sure as

well—and thisisimportant—that we have the

capacities. 1 know we've received some criti-
cism for re-investing in our military, but when

you're in a dangerous world and countri

are from time to time called upon to do things

At home: Prime Minister Stephen Ilnrpur on June 27 in the garden at 24 Sussx Drive

todeal with those dangers, ifyou don't have
toact youare not taken seriously.
Nobody takes your views seriously unless
you can contribute to solutions, and it’s very
difficult to contribute to solutions unless you
can contribute across the range of capabil-
ities, up toand including military capabilites.
Ithinkifyoulook back—I think Hugh Segal’s
written quite cloquently on this recently—
Canada’s becn at its most influential when
i’s actually had a range of capabilities, so
we've made sure we have capabilities.
Q: And when it’s actually been using them.
And when its been using them, If capabil-
ities are just in the freezer all the time then
they're not really capabilities, right?
Q: You think Canadians are prepared?
A:We're trying to make our foreign aid more
effective. We don’t fund talk shops anymore,
we fund aid that actually makes a difference.
On the economy, if there’s a banking crisis
and a debate over banking we make sure
we've gota good record on that, but we also
make sure we have good people who under-
stand the subject matter who are able to be

at the table and drive discussion. So that's

what we do across a range of issues. Lsay it's
avery different shift from simply every coun-
try likes us and would raise its glass to us at
acockuail party. That's not the issue.

Q:It’s one thing to say you want a strong-in-
principle foreign policy, and another thing
tocarry through. 1 admired a lot of things the
government initially said on China and
Tuman rights violations, but when we had a
‘negative response from China on the trade
front, your government’s line shifted. We've
also seen different policies with regard to
Afghanistan, some based on principle, some
buffeted by what our allies would want, or
the public wants.

A: I think on China we've been clear from
the beginning that we're anxious to have

good relations and to pursue vigorous cco-
nomic relations, but we are going to continue

tospeak out on democracy and human rights

issues, and we have. I think it took the Chi-
nese government some time to get used o

the fact we had shifted the approach from

one of utter silence on those issues, but the
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shift was made and I think it's a productive
relationship. On Afghanistan, look, the issue
is complex and obviously the government’s
been trying to decide as it goes forward each
step of the way what's the next best thing to
do.'vesaid from the beginning we've needed
to be engaged there on all levels to try and
affect outcomes, but that the goal cannot be
the permanent military occupation and kind
of de facto governance of the country. This
isa position not only thatwe're pursuing but
that ve argued with ourallies. I thinkifyou
look at what's happened, the positions we've
been arguing have, over the past two or three
years, become the positions of ourallies,after
Wwe'd already been clear which direction we
were going.

Q:Doyou thinkyoucun wild hesame il
enceonIsrael? You've

of peacekeepers, nation of immigrants, or hew-
ers of wood or drawers of water, you said a
courageouswarrior, and that is not away that
Canadians are really accustomed to thinking
of themselves.

A: Well, not recently, but in fact Canada has
a proud military history, beginning with the
‘Wiar of 1812 that essentially began to establish
oursense of national identity. That was really
the genesis of the geographically wide and
culturally diverse nation we have today. We've
been consistently involved on the right side
of important conflicts that have shaped the
worldin which welive, thatare largely respon-
sible for moving the world in the overall posi-
tive direction in which it is moving. Look, let
‘me give you the two big threats of the 20th
cenuury. Firs, facism. Canada, next (0 its

d fthe

of Israel for some nmc, but you're rmw more
or less isolated in the G8.

A: The Middle East question is more difficult
in terms of the opinion of others. I wouldn’t
20 50 far as to say isolated,

in the world in the defeat of fascism, which
purged the world of one evil, and obviously
the most robust military engagement any-
one’sever beeninvolved in. And then through

a different kind of engage-

but it is a difficult position. J ment, the long, sustained
‘That said, in my mind, the _ When yOu re state of alert of the Cold War
stakes are very clear, the 1N @ 0aNGErOUS  against Communism, the
ey o ne World...if youdom't o eve e o e
We all recognize there has  Nave the capacity i spiteof, quite frankly,the
tobea twnr?mm solution, to act you are not ambivalence of some Liberal
but we have in Israel essen- : governments toward that,
tiallyaWestendemocratic  {AKEN SEHOUSEY  Canada, in fact, remained

country that is an ally of
ours, who's the only state in the United

engaged in that from the
hegmmng to the very end. 'm not dismiss-

questioned internationally and opposed by
many, including by the other side of that par-
ticular conflict—still, to a large degree—and
when I'look around the world at those who
most oppose the existence of Israel and seek
its extinction, they are [hc very pcuplc who,
ina

butalsoimmediate—threats to our own coun-
try. So I think that’sa very clear choice. That
doesn’t mean there aren’t individual issues
thatb nuanced,
butI thinkitis important and I will continue
to be very clear with other leaders the way 1
think we should see this problem.
Q: You're confident that Canadians are pre-
pared to accept a more muscular foreign
policy? I noticed that when you talked at the
convention about Canada’s founding prin-
ciples, you mentioned first the phrase “cour-
ageous warrior.”
A: I think you have to take the triumvirate:
t < . 5

ing and I'm not dismissing
foreign aid—they 're all important things that
we need to do, and in some cases do better—|
but the real defining moments for the coun-
try and for the world are those big conflicts
where everythings at stake and where you
take a side and show you can contribute to
the right side.

Q: You suggest that we are in one great con-|

flict, or thatwe're heading to one that we need
10 be prepared for.

A:I think we always are.

Q: What is the nature of that present threat?

A: Well, I think it’s more difficult to define
now. We know there are challenges to us. The
‘most obvious s terrorism, Islamic extremist
terrorism. We know that’s a big one globally.
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We also know, though, the world is becom- |
ing more complex, and theability of our most |

important allies, and most importantly the
United States, to single-handedly shape out-
comes and protect our interests, has been

bour, confident partner.

and so I'm saying we have to
be prepared to contribute more, and that is

Q: Yes, but you didn’t choose to say a nation | what this government’s been doing. #
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