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THE MARQUIS OF DALHOUSIE'S
ADMINISTRATION OF BRITISH INDIA.

CHAPTER XIV.

In that superb retrospect of his Rule, which Chap. XIV.
the weary but not enfeebled hand of Lord g:::&?iioﬁ)r
Dalhousie traced upon quitting India, the of topics.
second Punjab war occupies but two para-

graphs. In the present work it has engrossed

a volume, leaving only the ensuing one for a

review of another lengthened war,and all the re-

maining acts of this remarkable pro-consulate.
‘Weighty reasons, however, defend such a distri-

bution. The annexation and administration of

the Punjab made up together an act of empire

epical in itself and isolated by sharp boundaries

from the events and policies left to examine.

The conquest and complete absorption of that

broad region into British India was a labour,

too, of the Marquis of Dalhousie, pursued from

first to last; a glory and a care extending over

all the eight years of his vice-royalty. The

Punjab was always his favourite province : its

VOL. 1. B



9 Dalhousie’s Administration

Chap. XIV. settlement must always be assoeiated with him,
He founded the polity and chose the instru-
ments that made it the mainstay of our rule
during the mutiny, and he in person planned
those extensive works which recalled the
power, and far outdid the public spirit of Shah
Jehan. In a word, the affairs which have
preceded will not have received too much
attention, but those which follow too little.
The assumption of three more kingdoms, all
extensive, wealthy, and populous, and one of
them of an ancient eivilization and exhaustless
fertility, should be treated of in volumes rather
than chapters ; especially as the Rebellion is the
dark horizon where they terminate, and against
which they must be viewed. To consider these
great governmental deeds, with their supple-
ment of daily acts of administration—the mere
routine and leisure-labours of Lord Dalhousie,
but still very rich in interest—the annalist
should prepare a large eanvass. But in truth the
eight years of Lord Dalhousie can be only out-
lined now. Later hands must fill up with light
and shade, praise and blame, the bas-relicfs of
an imperial monolith,too roughly chiselled here.

One reason, indeed, suggested a different
division of the task; for to have included the
Burmese campaigns with those of the Punjab,
would have completed the chroniele of the wars
of Lord Dalhousie. And the foreible annexa-
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tion of Pegu was not only the latest martial Chap. XIV.
achievement of the vice-royalty, but the last
blow struck with Bengal native regiments
before that splendid but unfaithful army
turned upon its own masters. But a sufficient
argument forbade this allotment of the la-
bours now submitted to the reader. The an-
nexation of the Punjab, almost alone of Lord
Dalhousie’s chief measures, stands unchal-
lenged, or, at any rate,is proof against adverse
criticism. No moralist or public writer, upon
fuir grounds of examination, has maintained that
our Viceroy did ill to take in a province that
had twice attacked us without provocation, and
once brought the Affghan against us from the
defiles of Cabul. The safety of India demanded,
and justice allowed, that we should move our
frontier up to those mountains, and guard for
ourselves the gates of India thus treacherously
opened. Afraid of any extension, and especially
towards the Khyber, the languid assent of the
Court of Directors to that annexation well ex-
presses the irresistible necessity, by which every
reasonable mind saw and must see that nothing
but annexation was possible. This act has had,
too,as much justification as after events can give,
in the fidelity of the Punjabeesto our rule, and
in the evidence of their allegiance during the
mutiny,somuch indeed as to passalready into ac-
ceptedandcertified history. It hasheen told in the
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4 Dalhousie’s Administration

pages that are already {urned back how the rule
of the Kardars was replaced by our strong and
honest “ raj,” how taxes were lightened, society
protected, erime detected and put down, and fast
friends made out of gallant foes. The Sikh has
fought beside his old enemy now in Burmah and
China, and with Dhuleep Singh’s conversion
to Christianity and married country life, and
the death of the Maharanee ChundaXour, whose
body lay for some time in an English grave—a
fate too sad in Hindoo eyes even for ker sins—
the last relics of the Khalsa days seem departed
already.

But the remaining acts of the Marquis of
Dalhousie must be eriticised as narrowly as re-
counted. Very grave charges are brought
against them, involving, not his character alone,
but that of the British Government and
country. The mutiny has drawn its dark line
between his time and ours, although so near.
The stateliest corporation of the world has
passed away, an army has disappeared, a fleet
has been abolished, and new ideas, new names,
new measures, new policies rule in India. Ac-
cordingly,the later deeds of Lord Dalhousie have
been called in question as they never would
have been without the sequel of such a catas-
trophe ; never also, perhaps, if their author had
lived to defend them with his ready intel-
lect and skilful pen. And whatever praise or
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blame is advanced in the pages which follow here, Chap. XIV.
one rescrvation must always be understood as
made, namely, that this kingly defendant, who
is arraigned in the language which he adorned,
and by the nation which he enriched, has yet to
be heard in person. The time is distant when
the private papers of the Viceroy will be freely
given to the world, except such portions of them
as are to be quoted here. It is due, therefore,
to the memory of so distinguished an English-
man constantly to remember this in reviewing
the long list of measures which added Pegu,
Nagpore, Sattara, Jhansi, Berar, and Oudh to
the British dominions in the East, increasing
the revenue of the empire by four millions and
a half sterling, and its area by districts equal to
Russia in Europe. These annexations have been
indicted all together for injustice, and for reck-
less imperial avarice ; and while “ taking king-
doms in”’ by every colourable device, the hostile
critics of Lord Dalhousie declare also that he
failed to notice the ¢little cloud” arising out
of the camp and barrack, and settling upon the
Sepoy’s sullen face. ¢ He had overlooked,” it
is said, ¢ the gloom which even in his time was
overspreading the horizon. He had positively
augmented the growing disaffection of the native
troops. Even his material measures of civiliza-
tion, and progress, and legislative enactments,
had ncedlessly shocked those jealous feelings
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which the most cautious and wisest of Indian
statesmen bad endeavoured to conciliate. Above
all, his determined policy of annexation,pursued
at all hazards, and embracing all parts of the
empire, had spread everywhere a sense of inse-
curity amongst princes and people, had taught
the natives to feel themselves a conquered race,
had converted our rule from a light burden into
a galling yoke, had compounded together and
brought to a head those feelings of irritation
which needed only one spark for a tremendous
explosion, and had shaken and endangered the
stability of our Government, and the old belief
in our sense of truth and right.”

Such is the wusuwal form of the charge
brought against the Governor-General; but
justice may at once be done to the small extent
of stating that Lord Dalhousie’s were not at any
rate the last instances of annexation before the
mutiny, as they were by no means the first be-
fore it. One of Lord Canning’s carliest measures
was an act of the same nature with those so much
impugned. The force of gravitation, indeed,
seems not more inexorable than the influences
which have always impelled the most peaceable
Governors-General towards wars of conquest
and accumulation of territory by edge of sword.
Greatness has been constantly thrust upon us in
[ndia: we have not ‘“achieved” it. The ad-
vance of our dominions there from three grocers’
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¢ go-downs,” and twenty square miles, in 1752, Chap. X1V.
t0650,000 square miles and a hundred and thirty
million subjects, has been far more often against
our wish than by it. The Romans, though they,
too, felt the necessitas imperii, set themselves
deliberately to conquer a good deal of what they
knew of the world,and spent three hundred years
in the task. 'We have become the masters of as
large a space in half the period, but in spite of
parliamentary denunciations, popular indigna-
tion, and personal reluctance on the part of our
Viceroys. .The retrospect has been often made,
but it will bear a brief repetition. In 1782, the
House of Commons voted that Mr. Hastings
had brought great calamities on India, and
enormous expenses on the Company. In 1784,
it passed a resolution that ‘“to pursue schemes
of conquest and extension of dominion in India
is contrary to the wish, the honour, and policy
of the British nation.” But the sea of Indian
affairs was already too vast to be calmed by a
resolution. India remained in a state of peace
only for six years. In 1790, Tippoo Sultan
attacked our ally, the Rajah of Travancore. Lord
Cornwallis remonstrated ; obtaining no satis-
faction, he commenced hostilities with the Sul-
tan, and stripped him of one half his dominion.
With the « wish, the honour, and policy >’ reso-
lution still on its books, the House of Commons
voted that the war was founded in policy and
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Chap. XIV. justice, and the thanks of the two Houses were
presented to the conqueror. In 1799, Lord
Wellesley was forced into a second war with

. Tippoo,whichterminated in the Moslem prince’s
death, and the annexation of the greater portion
of his dominions. Parliament having now
crusted over with two wars the ¢ wish, honour,
and policy ” resolution, the absorption of the
Carnatic followed the conquests in the Doab and
the cession extracted from the Nabob of Oudh,
by which Lord Wellesley doubled the dimen-
sions of the British Empire in India. But still
the Court of Directors regarded these conquests
as Polycrates did his recovered ring ; they looked
upon their good fortune as much too fortunate,
and thus recorded theirrelapseinto contentment:
“The territories which we have lately acquired
under these treaties, under others of a similar
kind, and by conquest, are of so vast and exten-
sive a nature, that we cannot take a view of
our situation without being seriously impressed
with the wisdom and necessity of that solemn
declaration of the Legislature, that to pursue
schemes of conquest and extension of dominion
in India, are measures repugnant to ¢ the wish,
the honour, and policy’ of the nation.”

Yet statesmen were just as inconsistent as
stockholders!  Among those who most de-
nounced the additions which Lord Wellesley
had made to the British Kmpire in India was
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the Earl of Moira. Six years afterwards, he chap. XIV.
was himself appointed Governor-General, and
he had not been a twelvemonth in India before
he was waging war with the Nepaulese, which
terminated in another accession of territory.
Two years after, the Pindarries, and the
treachery of the four Chiefs of Poonah, Nag-
pore, Indore, and Gwalior, obliged him to take
the field, with an army of ninety thousand men.
The Pindarries were extinguished, the Mahratta
power was broken, and our territories were
again alarmingly enlarged. The Earl of Moira,
who had deprecated any expansion of our do-
minions, proclaimed, as Marquis of Hastings,
that the Indus was to be considered our boun-
dary in future. He was followed by Lord Am-
herst, certainly innocent of any spark of warlike
ardour. That nobleman scarcely reached the
shores of India when he found a Burmese war
on his hands, which cost ten millions sterling,
but ended in giving us the whole of Assam,
Arracan, and the Tenasserim provinces; while
Lord William Bentinck, with a character for re-
trenchment and conciliation, illustrated both by
annexing the principality of Coorg. Lord Auck-
land again, peace-loving to a fault, was led by the
phantom of Russian intrigue across the Indus ;
whereas, seven years before, Clive had declared
that we must never look beyond the Curum-
nassa. We buried thirteen thousand men in the
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snows of Affghanistan, and then Lord Ellen-
borough came out “torestore tranquillity to both
banks of the Indus; in a word, to give peace to
Asia, to create a surplus revenue, and to emulate
the magnificent benevolence of the Mahomedan
emperors in the great work of public improve-
ments.””  But all these good intentions had to
disappear to the winds on his arrival in India.
The mode in which he finally restored tranquil-
lity was by declaring the whole of Sindh
annexed to the British dominions, by extin-
guishing the power of Scindia, and by making
ready to march on Lahore. Sir Henry Har-
dinge was chosen his suceessor, with the strictest
injunction to avoid war, and, above all things,
annexation. He came out with sword-hilt glued,
as it were, to the scabbard, but maintained his
pacific policy only for sixteen months. The
Sikhs poured sixty thousand of their warriors
across the Sutlej to devastate our territories;
Lord Hardinge was constrained to dismember
the Punjab, and to add the Sikh territories south
of the Sutlej, along with Jullundhur, to our
dominions. Still dreaming of peace and har-
mony, however, he also retired from India,
declaring that there would not be a shot fired
for the next seven years. Lord Dalhousielanded
at Calcutta in 1848, and received the pacific
testament of his predecessor; but, as has been
seen, war broke out in the Punjab in less than
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three months, and before fifteen months had Chap. XIV.
passed, the entire Punjab was declared to be
British territory. Two years and a half were
then devoted to the organization and adminis-
tration of our new acquisition, and even the
least sanguine were led to predict that the wars
of the British Empire in India had ceased, that
every enemy was at our feet, and that we might
now look forward to a season of tranquillity,
which would afford us leisure for the improve-
ment of our institutions. Surely in this long
series of coy conquests, it is impossible to pro-
nounce all the Governors hypocrites, all the
Cabinets double-tongued, and all the Courts
actors of moderation ; it is unavoidable not to
recognize a law, like that which in physics
makes the greater attract and absorb the less,
compelling the march of the energetic Saxon
over and through the weak Oriental mass. Acts
of injustice, indced, must not shield themselves
under any such law, but practical sense will
acknowledge its existence. Wine colours water,
forest trees will make underwood perish, and
strong races in contact with effete ones, in spite
of sentiment, will extend their borders.

It is clear, nevertheless, that after his taste IdeasofLord
of conquest in the Five Waters, a new spirit fpﬁ;ﬁ;-
seized the Marquis of Dalhousie. 'What may ation.
be called a passion for imperial symmetry un-
doubtedly possessed him, and grew as he gazed
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upon the map of India. Hisnature had already
in it the elements that worked in the great
annexing pro-consuls and pro-preetors of Rome,
although constrained by another and stricter
morality ; and with this innate disposition, to
have dealt with kingdoms, to have transferred
¢ the mountain of light” from the ¢ Kulgi” of
Runjeet to the crown of Victoria, to nominate
princes in all but name and state to new pro-
vinces, instead of merely passing contingent
bills in Council, drew all the king out in the
heart of Lord Dalhousie. By fair means always,
but by these so soon as offered, he henceforth
resolved—acting upon an old theory, be it said—
to take kingdoms in wherever they made a gap
in the red line running round his dominions, or
broke its internal continuity. Such a decla-
ration need not rest upon a mere examination
of the subsequent acts of his rule; it can be
verified from his own words. So far back as
1848 he had written, “ I cannot conceive it
possible for any one to dispute the policy of seiz-
ing the advantage of any just opportunity for
consolidating the territories that already belong
to us, by taking possession of states which may
lapse in the midst of them ; for thus getting
rid of these petty intervening principalities,
which may be a means of annoyance, but which
can never, I venture to think, be a source of
strength ; for adding to the resources of the
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public treasury, and for extending the universal chap. XIV.
application of our system of Government to
those whose best interests, I sincerely believe,
will be promoted thereby.” And subsequently,
“It is my strong and deliberate opinion that,
in the exercise of a wise and sound policy, the
British Government is bound not to put aside
or neglect such rightful opportunities of ac-
quiring territory or revenue as may from time
to time present themselves, whether they arise
from the lapse of subordinate states by the
failure of all heirs of every description what-
ever, or from the failure of heirs natural, when
the succession can be sustained only by the
sanction of Government being given to the
ceremony of adoption according to Hindoo
law.” These, then, were the deliberate opinions
of the Vicercy—that it was expedient for the
dominant power in India to absorb those inde-
pendent states which broke the map, and to
complete the coast-line, if possible, wherever
the crimson edge was interrupted, from Kurra-
chee to the Straits of Sunda. It was also his
declared and repeated principle that to pursue
this policy, the British Government might
justly avail itself of every fair ¢echnical ground,
such as in common law would confer a right.
As to the first view, it is simply a thesis of
statesmanship upon which much may be urged,
and both ways ; but the second comes within the
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domain of morality, and must be discussed, not
as a general principle, but with regard to the
particular application given it in each case. As
each arises, therefore, the merits of each annex-
ation shall be questioned, without condemning
by a long word, or for mere fashion, a policy
that elsewhere and in other times civilized
Britain, and made it easy for Christianity to
extend its divine message through the world.
The passion, however, for that which we have
called imperial symmetry,grows by what it feeds
on, like others which are either vulgar or less
magnificent. His acquisition of the Punjab
had given us “ natural boundaries’” on the
north and north-west, and Lord Dalhousie’s
eye travelled south and east from that flourishing
and favourite province, to note not only a gap
in the great ring-fence of India, but trespassers
threatening to enter there. State papers tell
the truth sometimes, but seldom the whole
truth, and the incidents which first attracted
the thoughts of the Governor-General to Bur-
mah will not be found in the Blue Books upon
the war. It was because the Americans and
French, but principally the former, were busy
in the Eastern seas, and notably looking to-
wards the delta of the Irrawaddi, that the
hiatus between Arracan and Moulmein dis-

quieted the watchful Viceroy.* Our Burmah

* This title was not formally given till Lord Canning’s day, but
the anachronism will be braved for its convenience.
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traders had been subject to chronie insult ever Chap. XIV.
since the treaty of Yandaboo, and would have
‘been left still to balance, in all likelihood, their
profits against their dignity, but for the pro-
bability that if we were forgiving to the “ Golden
foot,” other “barbarian’ powers might not be.
A Pondicherry or Travancore on the east coast
of the Bay of Bengal, and that, too, 24,000
square miles in extent, was the vision which
seemed to Lord Dalhousie to threaten British
India. It would be a grave injustice to say
that it induced Lord Dalhousie to look for a
cause of quarrel with the King of Ava; but it
is not more or less than the simple truth to
affirm that it made him very ready to accept
one, especially as there lay, just at the time
spoken of, ten millions and a half sterling in
silver in the Indian treasuries.

The first Burmese war, in 1825, may be taken The Burmese
as having first introduced to general knowledge g:;fgzs =n
the singular kingdom watered by the Irrawaddi. tish relations
Its government, the weakest, but, at the same withit.
time, the most arrogant of the Kast, had more
than once bearded and invaded the strongest,
by organizing Burmese dacoits, and letting them
loose upon our Chittagong frontier, until a
British army, vainly resisted by the ¢ Prince of
Sunset” and his rabble, found its way almost to
Ava, and dictated peace. ¢ The King of all the
‘White Elephants” was compelled to yield Te-
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nasserim, with Assam ¢ the unrivalled,”” to toler-
ate a British resident at Ava,and to grant certain
shadowy commercial privileges. Calcutta, Bom-
bay, Madras, Moulmein, Singapore, and Hong
Kong are always full of adventurers ready to
make the largest use of the smallest opening;
and an intermittent trade was thus established
with the defeated but very business-like Bur-
mans. British and Indian goods were excharged
for cutch, japanned ware, bell-metal, petroleum,
and rubies,in brisk commerce, but only on some-
thing like sufferance. Above all, the magnifi- |
cent teak forests, which clothe the steep hill-
sides of the jungly districts of Burmah, kept
the intercourse alive. Season after season the
raftsmen of theIrrawaddi penetrated unexplored
lagoons, and navigated rivers only known to
alligators and water-snakes, to fell the massive
stalks of teak, which, being left till dry, or made
buoyant with bamboos, were floated down to
Rangoon and Moulmein, to be converted into
those stout Indiamen and coasters, some of
which have been known to keep the sea for
whole generations. One result of this trade
was, that the valley of the Irrawaddi became
well supplied with arms of a better kind than
the matchlocks and spears which had offered
a feeble resistance to Sir Archibald Campbell.
But it was altogether unprotected, and con-
ducted under such vexations as only savages, at
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onee ‘covetous and contemptuous, know how to Chap. XIV.
inflict. Every little “ Woon” who boasted a
gold umbrella, levied his tax upon the trader’s
go-down; the Burmese courts of law spread
nets to catch their rupees, and, like the Spanish
musician, who demanded ten maravedis for
leaving off, and only one for playing, made an
acquittal rather more costly than a condemna-
tion. The handful of adventurers who had cast
their lot upon this perilous edge of British
rights frequently invoked the English flag, by
appeals to the Resident; but the Burmese
authorities promised reasonable behaviour one
day, and invented more audacious exactions on
the next. Atlast, in 1837, a revolt broke out at
Ava, ending in the accession of Prince Thara-
wadi; who, after making a clearance of the royal
family in the wholesale way common in the
East, proceeded to disown all previous royal
acts or compacts. He refused to adopt the
treaty of Yandaboo, and affronted the Resident
with outrageous demands upon his already sig-
nal humility.! By persevering arrogance of this

! The following is the form of address which an English envoy
received, with the request that he should procounce it before
the king at Ava:—

“ Placing above our heads the golden majesty of the mighty
Lord, the Possessor of the mines of rubies, amber, gold, silver,
and all kinds of metal ; of the Lord under whose command are
innumerable soldiers, generals, and eaptains ; of the Lord who is
King of many countries and provinces, and Emperor over many

Rulers and Princes, who wait around his throne with the badges
of his authority ; of the Lord who is adorned with the greatest

VOL. II. C
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kind, the Resident, driven from Ava to Ran-
goon, was eventually withdrawn altogether in
1840, leaving no diplomatic channel of commu-
nication at all with Burmah, except the indireect
one of the Commissioner’s Office in Tenasserim.
For twelve years this cessation of dealings with
the “Golden Foot” continued,during which time
a stream of complaints trickled through Colonel
Boyle’s Cutchery to Government House, Cal-
cutta. Apparently the Viceroys were of opinion
that the profits of Burmese trade must be set
against its disagreeables, or were else too much
engaged in state difficulties to attend to those of
a few Parsee, Mahommedan, and British mer-
chants. The Blue Book gives, indeed, a more
amiablereason asregards such as came addressed
to Lord Dalhousie ; for his letter of the 17th No-
vember, 1851, to the King of Ava, contains this -
passage :—* From time to time complaints have
been preferred to the Government of India by
British subjects resident at or frequenting the
Port of Rangoon, of extortion and oppression
exercised towards them by the Governor of that
place. But the Government of India has been

power, wisdom, knowledge, prudence, foresight, &e.; of the
Lord who is rich in the possession of elephants and horses, and,
in particular, is the Lord of many white elephants ; of the Lord
who is the greatest of Kings, the most just and the most reli-
gious, the master of life and death : we, his slaves, the Govern-
ment of Bengal, the officers and administrators of the Company,
bowing and lowering our hieads under the sole of his royal golden
foot, do present to him, with the greatest veneration, this our
humble petition.”
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unwilling to believe that the provisions of the
treaties of friendship and commerce which sub-
sist between the two Governments had been
disregarded by any officer of the Ava Govern-
ment.”” In brief, however, whether from pre-
occupation or an incredulity more convenient
to the “ mighty lord”’ than to “ protected inte-
rests,” the wrongs of the Rangoon and Mar-
taban merchants had hitherto found no redress.

It is needful to understand something of the
Government of Burmah, as it then existed, to
form a right idea of the outbreak and progress
of the war about to be narrated. Public opinion
had no more existence in Burmah than public
rights: the land and all it contained belonged
to the king, who was the completest despot in
the world. He had councils, but his will alone
decided upon peace or war, taxes and laws;
and so arbitrary was its expression, that his
Majesty of Burmah had been known to chase
unconvinced ministers from the presence with
the argument of a drawn kreese. On another
occasion, it is also recorded that forty of the
highest officers of the state being contumacious
in privy council, were laid on their faces in the
public road, under the palace wall, and there
kept in the burning sun, with a beam of teak
on their distinguished bodies.! The standing

! These bursts of royal fury were sometimes sudden. * His
Majesty seems good-natured and eondescending,” remarked
Mr. Gouger. “ Pretty well, at times,” was the reply ; ““but he

Chap. XIV.

Government
of Burmah.
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army of a country so submissive needed not to
be large; but in time of war the king called
out any one and every one—taking the wives
and children of his subjects for hostages, to
seccure valour and obedience. Troops swept
together thus, with the whip and bamboo staff,
naturally fell to pieces as quickly, as will be
seen in the actual progress of the campaign.
Still, the Burmese did not, as a people, want for
courage ; they had subdued Pegu, under Alom-
pra,and driven back over theYunnan frontier the
motley army of the ¢ Elder Brother” of China;
and if their deeds as slaves of the ¢ Golden
Foot” were not great against us in 1824, their
words and threats, at any rate, made up for it.!

is not to be trusted, sir. He gives way to sudden bursts of
passion, when for a little he is like a raging madman, and no one
dares approach him. I was once present at a full durbar, where
all the officers then at the capital were assembled. The king
was seated on a gilded chair, as you have seen him, to all
appearance in his usual good temper, when something was said
by one present which irritated him. His majesty rose quickly
from his chair, and disappeared at a door opening to a private
apartment behind the throne. The eouncil looked all aghast,
not knowing what to think of it; but when he reappeared
armed with a long spear, the panic was universal. Sauve qui
peut. We made a simultaneous rush to the wide flight of steps
leading to the palace-yard like a herd of deer before a savage
tiger; down the stairs we went pell-mell, tumbling over each
other in our haste to escupe, without respect to rank or station,
His majesty made a furious rush at us, chased the flying crowd
to the head of the flight of stairs, and then, quite forgetting, in
his frenzy, who was the delinquent, launched his spear in the
midst of us at a venture. It passed my eheck, and stuck in the
shoulder of an unfortunate man on the steps before me, without
doing him any very serious injury.”—Captivity in Ava.

' The famous Bandoola, atter defeating Captain Noton at
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Burmah, however, was reallybig enough to boast
of. The country upon which the ¢ Golden Foot”
planted itself in the ill-fated year when it gave
Lord Dalthousie a just cause of quarrel, ex-
tended from the springs of the Irrawaddi in the
Sienechan Mountains to its mouth in the Gulf
of Martaban, and from the Bay of Bengal to
the villages of the semi-Chinese Shans. This
tract included Pegu and Burmah proper, the
very considerable dominions yet remaining to
these savage kings from the war of 1824. TIts
river, the Irrawaddi, seeks the ocean by fourteen
mouths, and has deposited a delta larger than
that of the Nile. From its source at Manchi
to its embouchure at Rangoon it passes
through wild and unfamiliar tribes, many dia-
lects, and a most various country, containing,
besides innumerable modern towns and vil-
lages, the ruins of ancient seats of government,
which have a continuous and distinet history
0f 1200 years." Where the hills rise at the edges
of this long and diversified valley, vast forests
of teak-trees, with their smooth, tall trunks and

Ramos, in 1824, swore, in contempt alike of geography and pro-
bability, that he would marech and take London, sweep down on
Calcutta, and carry the Governor-General in chaing to Ava.
The king actually provided him with chains of gold for the
purpose.

! The country is thought to have been settled from Thibet
and the Yunnan districts of China, by the Karens or Shans;
the former, according to Maltebrun, a pecple of Carides, in
Thibet.

Chap. X1V.

Natural
features of
Burmah.
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large rough leaves, mixed with bamboo jungle,
clothe the rocks. In the plains all the rich vege-
tation of the tropics is displayed, and most of its
sylvan inhabitants find a home—the rhinoceros,
elephant, tiger, and ourang-outang wander in
the shade; deer and wild boars frequent the
open spaces ; while the woods are full of green
pigeons, jungle fowl, and parrots of brilliant
plumage. The Burmese villages which stud
the country are all built after one fashion,
well deseribed by a graphic pen,' from which -
these pages must more than once borrow :—
¢ An easy, rolling slope, with knolls and tangled
thickets, gently declines from a range of heavily-
timbered hills. It is flanked on either side
with interminable jungle, affording secure cover
for the various forest life. In front of all
flows a wide, rapid, darkly-discoloured stream,
abundantly stocked with alligators, water-
oxen, and other amphibious game; the back-
ground being filled with teak-forests and remote
mountains, with here and there some paddy-
ficlds between, which pasture the wild ele-
phants. Cover the ground with -creepers,
cactuses, canes, and various luxuriant vegeta-
tion in a wilderness of profusion, and place, in
among these, native bamboo huts as thickly as
possible, with picturesque freedom of arrange-
ment. To complete the Burmese village and

'« The Golden Dagoun.” By an American.
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its landscape, on every hill-top, on every lofty
peak that overlooks the town, let a small
white pagoda be seen, perched like some beau-
tiful but lonely bird. Crown each of these
delicate aérial edifices with a coronet of tiny
gilded bells, which shall utter the mellowest
music to every passing breeze, and salute with
silver tinklings the incense which ascends to
visit them from lotus-laden lakes and plan-
tain groves.” Such is this not unattractive
land, and its deity is Boodh, in his fourth in-
carnation as Gautama, the Impenetrable and
Calm, ¢ the Timeless one in time”—a God who
in the mystical creed of Burmah is not death,
nor sleep, nor annihilation personified ; but life,
eternal, sentient, self-conscious, only incorporeal
and passionless. Gautama, in stone, clay, lead,
or alabaster, sits everywhere over the land;
with drooping ears, and hand planted on his
knee, in that restful siesta of spirit into which
the good Buddhist will also be gathered when
Nirvana is accomplished, and his soul blends
into the universal, puffed out like a candle-
flame by death. TFour hundred millions of
worlds have waxed and waned since the first
Gautama was born into this one ; Sakya-Muni,
who founded Buddhism, is the fourth; and
after him comes Nieban. ‘ Nieban” is to be a
state of perpetual eccstasy, wherein those who
attain it will not only live free from the pains

Chap. XIV.
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Chap. XIV. and troubles of this life, from death, illness, and
old age, but be abstracted from all sensation ;
having no longer a thought or a desire. ‘

The creed of 'This stagnant felieity, it is taught, may be

Buddhism. attained by the Buddhist if he takes refuge
with Boodh, approaches him with grateful
offerings, keeps his mental eye fixed ever in
ecestatie abstraction upon Boodh, strives ever
for the infinite in purpose and thought, and
repeats for ever the mystic triliteral word
whieh is the passport through the milky ways
of endless systems to the Centre of all things,
andtheir Circumference, to Boodh, to the eternal,
the self-conscious, the unconditioned Calm, the
All—¢the Incomparable, the Supreme; Teacher
of the three worlds, of gods, men, and devils;
the Ineomprehensible, Lord of the divine sages,
Deity of the felicitous advent, Illuminator of
the world, Author of light, Prince of healers,
Supreme protector who makes vacant the man-
sions of distress; Scholar, Sage, whose un-
derstanding is pure and erystalline, who is
celebrated in the three worlds, who is profound
in the three sciences, who hath the thirty-two
charaeteristie signs eomplete, who with memory
of all things hath omnisecience of what is and
is to come, who with tranquil purpose cleareth
the troubled times, whose heart is at rest, who
hath suffered much, who reposeth.” A pro-
found ecstacy of thought, a grand abstraction of
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the rapt human heart, wiser and farther-reach- Chap. XIV.
ing than any dream of divinity emanating from
Pagan philosophy. To Buddhism Christianity
itself indeed has only added a human and sub-
jective side, though for that addition so long
an education was first necessary to mankind.
‘Were missionaries as wise as zealous, it is upon
the magnificent ruins of such ideas as these
that they could rear the structure of a new faith
in the East, as the apostle made the altar of “the
unknown God”’ serve him for a Christian shrine.
Those who think such opinions of any heathen
creed too favourable, should do Buddhism the
justice to examine it in its purest sources: They
will be struck more and more with the truth,
that this creed merits the name of the Chris-
tianity of the East. Its founder, Sakya-Muni,
the young Kshatriga prince, reflects in some
essentials, indeed, the character of the Founder
of the more perfect faith. He began to teach at
the same age, directed his teaching to the same
classes, taught almost the same doctrine, and
inculcated almost identical morals. 'What Juda-
ism also was to Christianity, that Vedantism
and the Mdnava Dhurma Shastra was to Bud-
dhism, and the development and organization of
Sakya-Muni’s church curiously pre-enacts that
of the church founded by Jesus. Does this
offend any honest and carnest mind ? Should
it not rather gratify it, as showing that truth,
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which might be suspected were it a monopoly
and abrupt, has always been faintly shining ;
and that it pierces the windows of humanity in
proportion as the progress of education removes
the crust of ignorance from them ? AsJudaism
was a religion of formal observances and propiti-
ations, so was the Brahmanism which Buddhism
revolutionized ; and as Jesus substituted moral
sacrifices for burnt offerings, so, with lower doc-
trine, did Gautama enjoin a pure and virtuous
life instead of Sanscrit liturgies, Brahmanism
like Judaism conceived a deity of Heaven in the
character of King-god : Buddhism like Christi-
anify began on earth,and traced duty and destiny
upwards. It has been well declared that this
wonderful faith consists of an opinion and a hope.
The opinion was as follows :—That the visible
world is perpetually changing ; that death suc-
ceeds to life, and life to death ; that man and all
surrounding objects roll in an eternal circle
of transmigrations; that he passes successively
through every form of life, from the most ele-
mentary to the most perfect; that his position
in the scale of living creatures depends upon
the merit of his actions whilst in this world,
and that thus a virtuous man will after this life
be re-born in a divine body, and the sinner in a
degraded body ; that the rewards of heaven and
the punishments of hell possess only a limited
duration, like every other phase of creation ; that
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time exhausts the merits of virtuous actions, Chap. XIV.
in the same way that it effaces the stain of
sinful ones; and that the inevitable law of
change re-introduces upon this earth both the
good and the bad, to recommence their trial,
and to undergo a fresh series of transmuta-
tions. Such was the opinion admitted as fact.
The hope which Sakya-Muni conveyed to
mankind was the possibility of escaping from
this law of perpetual transmigration by entering
into Nirvana, or the state of extinction. The
gate to this extinction was death; but a man
predestined to such supreme deliverance might
be known even in this life by his possession of
an unbounded knowledge, affording him a com-
plete view of the world as it exists; that is to
say, a vital knowledge of its physical and moral
laws, or, as it was more tersely expressed, ¢ the
practice of the six transcendental perfections—
namely, almsgiving, morals, science, energy,
patience, and charity.”” And let it not escape
notice that in gentleness of morality, too, and
tenderness of teaching, the one faith anticipated
the other. Sakya-Muni's preaching softened the
manners of half Asia, and shamed the frightful
ritual of the Soodra populations in India. It
lent itself to life like Christianity, it cast its
halo about all creation, it spoke with pity and
love of the “ sparrows sold for a farthing,” and,
shuddering at the pain suffered by man, strove
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to inflict as little as possible, that the total of
agony might at least not be increased. The
closer we examine its high and gentle tenets,
the more we must perceive that the thoughtful
authoress is right, who regards Buddhism as a
branch from God’s own tree of knowledge :!
“ We could almost imagine that before God
planted Christianity upon earth, He took a
branch from that luxuriant tree and threw it
down to India. It was from the trec of truth,
and therefore it taught true morality and belief
in future life, but was never planted. There-
fore it never took root, and never grew into
full proportions, and it was thrown upon earth,
not brought; so that though man perceived it
heaven born, he knew not how to keep it alive.
When its green leaves drooped, he stiffencd
them and stifled them with varnish; and
thus, very soon bedizened with tinsel, it shrank
into formal atheism or dead idolatry.”” ¢ One
thing only”’ it lacked, like the young man who
came to Christ, and that was some recognition
of the individuality of the immortal soul. It re-
futed the material Pantheism of the Brahmins
with a spiritual Pantheism ; but it annihilated
all the sweet relations and objective joys of the
soul with its merciless but sublime ¢ Nir-
vana;”’ it pointed out that ¢ TFather’s house”
which a Diviner voice also proclaimed to hu-

' Mrs. Spiers’ ¢ Life in Ancient India.”
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manity in this our ceaseless agony. But it did Chap. XIV.
not know there were ‘ many mansions” fitted
to conscious though conjoined individualities.
Add to Buddhism the belief which sanctifies life
with love eternal, instead of selfish piety, or re-
tain Sakya’s morality ; but, for the stagnant and
absorbed felicity of the Buddhist, make such a
heaven as that to which St. Paul was rapt its
object ; and the apostle might have written his
epistles to the churches of Ceylon or Thibet,
almost as well as to Rome or Thessalonica.'
But purely intellectual creeds can very seldom The Burmese
civilize races with savage passions and strong **7?5° ™%
L . i a<) . S spite of soil :
necessities of daily life. Wanting much upon their reli-
the human side, the doctrine of a supreme 8'“™
intelligent absorbing soul had sfruck no deep
root in Burmah. The people never learned
from it its high significance, its elevating doc-
trines,? its spirit of true charity, and its tran-
scendental hopes. The Burmese, with the purest
religion of Paganism, have remained barbaric.
1 What can be higher, for example, than the Buddhist doctrine
of the punishment of sin, * Sinis not punished, it punishes itself,
being a violation of the natural and benign order.” ¢ Mind
precedes action. The motive is all. If any speak or act from a
corrupt mind suffering follows, as the wheel the lifted foot of
the ox. If from a pure intention, enjoyment follows as the

shadow the substance.” Such are the elevated teachings of the
“ Damma Padan,” or footsteps of Buddha.,

2 Or only the most educated. * When at Doonoobyoo,”
says the author of ¢ The Golden Dagon,” “ T asked a poonghee,
¢ What is Boodh?” He answered, ‘ Boodh is you, and I, and

all men ; when you are T, and I am you, and both are at rest,
that is Boodh.””
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Whatever achievements, therefore, are to be
recorded on the British side in this Burmese
war were obtained against a rude race by the
best soldiers and deadliest implements of de-
struction known to civilization. The dangerous
and doubtful word ¢ glory’’ need not intrude
aceordingly upon the narrative; indeed, the
kingdom which we wrested from the “ Golden
Foot” was disputed against us far more by
fiery suns and by the cholera and fever which
they breed, than by the ¢ Woons’’ and their
red-turbaned levies. But barbarians as were the
races which they ruled, in lavish state and dis-
play the court of the Ava monarchs has always
rivalled the gaudiest ancient or modern ex-
amples. Golden umbrellas and white elephants
gorgeously caparisoned, with troops of dusky
harlots dancing in silk and rubies before their
languid majesties, are described by all the
foreigners who have been admitted to the palace
gates at Umerapoora. Luxury, however, like
authority, was almost a monopoly there. The
people from the lowest ¢ Karen’ to the highest
““ Woon’’ were slaves of the king, and did not
dare, even if wealthy, to make a display which
would attract his eye. In art, nevertheless, the
Burmese have a right to rank well among the
uncivilized, and they have derived this at least
from their religion. Their war boats are carved
with ingenious arabesques, and singularly well
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constructed for speed and stowage. In casting Chap. X1V.
bells they have long had nothing to learn,

whether for such ponderous monsters as swung

in the Great Dagon at Rangoon, six feet across

at the mouth, or the tinkling ‘“ sonnettes’ sus-

pended upon every corner and ledge of their
pagodas, with a film of gold leaf fastened upon

the clapper to catch the wind,' and make the

breeze the bellman of the shrine.

Upon every pagoda, especially, a barbaric and
grotesque art displayed itself, in creatures mixed
of crocodile, cock,and tiger, carved in the stone ;
while the Boodh of each fane was frequently
represented by the native sculptor with a cer-
tain godlike repose of attitude and visage which
breaks through tradition, and declared a real
genius. As a rule, too, the Burmese were re-
markably well educated up to a certain point,
as many as sixty per cent. of the adults being
able to decipher the vernacular, while their
¢ poonghees’ were sometimes deeply read in the
palm-leaf volumes of their sacred lore. In re-

! To the Burmese, these bells were the objects of much pride
and veneration. At the dedication of any pagoda of conse-
quence the people would flock from all the country round about
to the founding of its great bell, and cast into the molien mass,
with eager devotion, bits of copper, brass, silver, and gold, and
even jewels. The silver scabbards and gold betel boxes of the
men, the polished jars of the housewives, their ear-rings, and
stores of pretty coquettish baubles, armlets, anklets, the toelets
of nautch girls; even the small metal toys of the young chil-
dren, and here and there a bit of shining foil scratched with a
baby’s name, are flung in without stint, that the “ Nuts” may
be propitiated and evil averted.
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gard of social manners, too, the married women
of Burmah enjoyed certain liberties unknown
elsewhere in the East. They went and came
unveiled, they alone could not be seized by the
royal officers for slaves, and they had great and
unequal facilities of divorce against their hus-
bands, while the ¢ mimas’’ or concubines had to
perform menial services for the mistress of the
house. On the other hand, the evidence of two
women could not be heard against one man in a
case at law, nor might they approach the court
of justice to testify, nearer than from a neigh-
bouring house-top; and, on the whole, the
Burmese estimate of the sex is fairly seen in
the maxim of a native lawgiver, that “to judge
iniquitously is a greater crime than to slay ten
thousand women, one thousand horses, or one
hundred priests.””

Taught by their creed to spare animal life
the Burmese put godliness before cleanliness, by
eating the carcases of animals dead of disease.
This resouree not sufficing,” however, they com-
monly supplemented it with a putrid pdéé of
dead fish pressed into cakes along with head, tail,

! Tt is indeed on this side of Buddhism, the social relations,
that its deficiencies are naturally apparent. Here is one of its
maxims :—* The good wives are of three sorts—the wife that
i8 like unto a sister, the wife that is like unto a friend, and the

wife that is like unto a slave ; but the best of these is, the wife
that is like unto a slave.”

? Gautama indeed did not forbid flesh meat, but the killing of
animals. He himself, we grieve to observe, died of partaking
the hospitable pork of Chundo tho goldsmith.
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and bones, which is called “ngapi.”’ Lizards, Chap. XIV.
serpents, and red ants form also a common
relish of their rice; and a white grub, extracted
from the heart of a certain tree trunk, is said to
be a royal dish. Diet so indiscriminate and
unwholesome tells its tale upon the people, who
are short in stature and coarse in appearance.
Their manners are as uncivilized as their food.
They eat with their fingers from a pumpkin
rind—a cleaner way, however, than our own
custom of using each other’s forks—wrap a
waist-cloth about their bodies, while for their
dwellings the nearest jungle, a knife, and a
day or two’s labour on the part of the family
suffices to erect one of the slight huts which
serves for a house. The bamboos are split,
arched over, tied with strips of cane, and roofed
with talipot leaves, the natural form of which,
like tiles, carries off the rains from the rooms
within, which are raised from the ground two
or three feet on bamboo-logs, leaving a space
tenanted by fowls and pariah dogs. Of such a
character are most of the Burmese habitations,
Ava itself not containing at the time of these
events more than a dozen lorick buildings.

VOL. II. D
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CHAPTER XV.

THE second war against the kings of these bar-
barians arose from an incident as trivial as
that dispute for a barren sand-bank which had
brought on the first. The barque *“ Monarch,”
Robert Sheppard, master, was proceeding in
May, 1851, into the Rangoon River, under
charge of Esoph, a Chittagong pilot, when that
unfortunate or reckless Pagan Palinurus ran
the ship ashore. ¢ Through fear or shame,”
according to the master's statement, Esoph
sprang overboard, and was nof picked up,
because, by the same account, a squall came on
and swamped the boat lowered for that purpose.
Arriving at Rangoon the master was arrested
upon a charge of having thrown his pilot over-
board, and in accordance with Burmese justice a
fine of nine hundred and ninety-seven rupees
was levied on him by the Governor of Rangoon,
although the charge was dismissed as ‘ not
proven.” A ship-boy was first beaten, indeed,
and kept in the stocks with the view of obtaining
damnatory evidence ; but the testimony of the
crew was unanimous to the effect that the pilot
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had flung himself into the sea and perversely chap. XV.
disappeared. Falsely accused and fined, there-
fore, Mr. Sheppard made his complaint known
to Government on the 18th of July; and it was
followed by another memorial on the 22nd of
September, preferred by a master mariner, who
had been accused at Rangoon of murdering one -
of his coolies, threatened with decapitation,
eventually acquitted, but, as usual in such
cases, roundly fined. These two outrages, along
with others of a general kind, were set forth,
by the merchants of Rangoon in the form of a
petition,! sent to the Governor-General on the
27th of September.

! As this is virtually the bill of indictment against the Bur-
mese, it may be useful to quote it :—

¢ The respectful memorial of the merchants, commanders of
British vessels, and others resident in Rangoon, in the Burmese
empire, humbly sheweth—

¢ That your memorialists have for a long time suffered from
the tyranny and gross injustice of the Burmese authorities.

¢ That trade is seriously obstructed, and almost suppressed
in consequence.

“ That, contrary to the treaty of Yandaboo and good faith, a
much larger sum is on all occasions exacted from vessels in
shape of harbour dues, &ec., than is right ; and that many vessels
are, in consequence, deterred from coming.

¢ That neither life nor property is safe, as the Governor has
publicly stated to his dependants that he has no money to pay
them for their services; and has granted to them his permission
to rob the inhabitants, and to get money as they best can.

“ That, in consequence, robberies and false charges are of
almost daily occurrence.

“ That the Governor has frequently demanded money without
any pretext, and has tortured the parties till his demands were
complied with.

* That now affairs have arrived at such a crisis that, unless
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Chap. XV. Thus * a case’ was laid before Government,
upon which Lord Dalhousie, but by another
pen, proceeded to inditghis grave opinion with
““a care and attention commensurate to the
consequences which might possibly result.”

ViewofLord ~ In his Lordship’s opinion, Article 1 of the

gi};e"l‘fi:% treaty of Yandaboo (which treaty had never yet

wardes-  been observed at all) was violate, and reparation
mgzgﬂtf must be demanded for the act of the Burmese
Governor of Rangoon. And, unfortunately, as
there was time to spare for the Woons at last,
and silver to spend in the treasury, so there was
force at hand to be employed. Her Majesty’s
ships the ¢ Fox’’ and ¢ Serpent’’ were at anchor
in the Hooghly under Commodore Lambert.
The ¢ Fox,’” with the ¢ Proserpine’’ and ¢ Te-
nasserim ’> were therefore ordered at once to
Rangoon. Perhaps theselast affronts had offered
too great a temptation to resist; but Lord Dal-
housie, although justified and authorized in his
demand of reparation, was not justified, it would
seem, in making it, without warning, by ships of
war. Hitherto Colonel Boyle, the Tenasserim
Commissioner, had been the ehannel of all com-
munications with Ava, and to depart from the

proteeted, your memorialists will be obliged to leave the country,
and doing so must sacrifice their property.

*“ That your memorialists are here under the provisions
of the treaty of Yandaboo,and beg to state, with all due defer-
ence and respeet, that they claim the right to seek your pro-
teetion.”
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usual procedure was in itself irritating. And in gpap. XV.
fact, and in the simplest truth, it was not meant
to be otherwise; for although the language of the
Governor-General remained steadfast to techni-
cal propriety and peacefulness, a fighting sailor
was sent to confer about peace. This Com-
missioner was, indeed, ordered to satisfy himself
of the truth of the statements of the captains
before taking any decided steps, and then to go
through every form of parley. He was to
demand the disgrace of the Woon of Rangoon,
and compensation for Captains Sheppard and
Lewis to the extent of about 9,000 rupees. Of
course a shower of claims fell in so soon as it
was known that armed ships were this time to
be the remonstrants with Ava, but only the
cases mentioned were taken up. There can be
little doubt that to have made representations
through Colonel Boyle would have led to no
results, while to have sent an envoy to the
court would have been simply to arrange for
his sacrifice. Nor can it be denied that such
a show of strength and determination seemed
calculated to bring any barbarian power but
Burmah to its senses, and to conditions of
peaceful behaviour. But the government of Cal-
cutta could not thus deceiveitself about Burmah.
It knew the arrogance of the * Golden Foot,”
it had fostered that arrogance ever since 1826
by silence under affront, and it was well aware
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that the language which had been used' to us
before the last war was still employed by the offi-
cers of the  Fish Pond.””” To neglect to use the
regular method of intercourse, then, was so far
unfortunate, that it gave the Burmese a certain
right in turn to complain of inconsistency and
provocation, and to be offended. An armed
flotilla despatched as a messenger of peace is
the last resource among civilized nations; but
here we sent it in hot haste as our first step.
So little doubt was felt at Calcutta as to the
exciting effect of such a measure, that at the
date of the despatch of the vessels General
Godwin, the future commander in the war, ex-
pressed himself satisfied that ¢ half measures
would not succeed with the Burmese.””® But it is
enough to recollect the well-known antecedents

! The Rajahs of Arracan declared in 1824, ¢ that they acted
under the authority of a mandate from the Sultan of Ava, and
that any attempt of the British Government to recover posses-
sion of what that Government had solemnly declared to be its
unquestionable right, would be followed by an invasion of the
eastern distriets of Bengal, for which purpose the forces of the
Burman empire were advancing to the frontier.” In aletter also
addressed shortly afterwards by the Rajah of Arracan to the
Governor-General, that chief had the audacity to declare that
the party on the island of Shapuree had been destroyed, in pur-
suance of the commands of the “ Great Lord of the Seas and
Earth ; that if the British Government wanted tranquillity, it
would allow the matter to pass; but if it should rebuild a
stockade on the igland, the cities of Dacca and Moreshedabad,
which originally belonged to the great Arracan Rajah, would be
tuken from it by force of arms.”

* Ava.

* Letters and Papers by Major-General H. Godwin, p. 2.
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of the court of Ava, and to glance at contempo- Chap. XV.
rancous comments, to see that war was intended,

and that the despatch of the “Fox’’ and her
companions was war.'

~To Rangoon Commodore ILambert pro- The ships of
ceeded, and anchored off that amphibious g:;’nf‘t i
town on the 25th of November. If the
Governor refused him ¢ satisfaction,”” he was

to forward a letter for the Prime Minister

of Ava. On the morning after the arrival of
the squadron, the Rangoon Governor requested
that the ships should shift their anchorage,
but was answered that ¢ the present berths
pleased them.” None of the British residents
‘came off ; the reason being that the Governor
had threatened the lives of any persons com-
municating with the ships, and he had also fined

a Madrassee captain for saluting the commo-

1 «“The future destiny of this province,” said the leading
Indian journal, “now trembles in the balance. If the King
of Ava is obstreperous it must become British, in spite
of our most pacific intentions. We are disposed to think
that the matter will not, after all, be hushed up so quietly
as some suppose. After the demonstration we have made,
and the irritation we have inflicted on the Burmese court,
we must plant a consular agent at Rangoon for the protection of
our merchants and our trade, or give up the commerce of that
port altogether. But the establishment of a foreign and inde-
pendent agent—a ‘barbarian eye,” as the Chincse designate
him—in the Burmese dominions, is fke concession which the
court of Ava will be disposed above all things to refuse; and
the course of future events will evidently turn upon this oce
point, on which we must insist with a pertinacity exactly pro-
portioned to the resistance it may encounter.”— Friend of India,
Deeember 11, 1851.
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dore’s pendant. After a day or two the Euro-
peans ventured on board and brought such a
list of complaints against the authorities, that
the commodore thought proper to inform the
Governor that he must ask fresh instructions
regarding this swarm of cases. The Woon
listened to-the brief missive, smoking, and “‘in
a white waist-cloth;”’ but pride or fear, it is
narrated, ‘““made him shake too much to be
able to knock the ash from his cheroot.” How-
ever, his deputy came off eventually to the
“Fox ’’ to ask what accusations had been made,
and by whom ; and received in return a letter
dddressed to the King of Ava, to reply to which
a delay of five weeks was allowed.

On the 1st of January an officer from the

the Burmese ooyt of Ava brought communications to the

Government,

Jan., 1832.

ship, one complaining almost plaintively' of

! The Burmese Ministers to the President of the Council
of India.

“Their Excellencies the Great Ministers of State, who trans-
act all the affairs of the kingdom, bearing continually on their
heads the two golden feet, resembling the germs of the Lotus, of
HisMostGlorious and Excellent Majesty, informthe President of
the Council of India (war chief),that they have received theletter
said to have been forwarded by the President of the Council
of India (war ehief), which was enclosed in a tin case and
velvet bag, with the seal of the HHonourable the East India Com-
pany, from Commodore Lambert, of her Majesty's ship ¢ Fox ;’
also another letter from him (Commodore Lambert) to the
Ministers of Ava. These letters baving been delivered to the
Governor of Rangoon, have reached the Golden Foot (City of
Ava).

“The purport and style of the aforesaid letter is not in ac-
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the rudeness of ‘the great war chiefs,” Chap. XV.
while the others promised the withdrawal of
the offending Governor, and due inquiry into
the cases of injustice, with a view to compensa-
tion. On the 27th of December Mr. Halliday
had written from Calcutta that merely to change
the Governor, and to promise inquiry, would
not suffice, but that a Resident must be allowed
at Rangoon. It is to be confessed that the
prompt change of Woon was productive of very
little improvement. The official selected was
the Viceroy of Pegu, who came from his palace
at Prome; and he entered his new office with
all the parade possible. But he did not show
any official resentment against the old Woon,
and very shortly began to indulge in insults on
his own account. The commodore sent to de-
mand an interview, whereon ¢ Maha Mengha
Meng Khoungyan” returned word that any day
of the week which suited the “war chiefs” would
be agreeable to him. But when a deputation
waited on him, they were refused admittance

cordance with friendship, or those usually addressed [to the
Burmese Government], viz., ¢ that the British Government shall
enforce the right it possesses.” However, taking into considera-
tion the great friendship existing between the two countries, a
suitable reply, so as to meet your wishes and to establish peace
and friendship, has been forwarded. ’

“We consider it proper that, in the event of any future com-
munication between the two great countries, the usual form and
style, according to custom and agreement, should be carefully
attended to.”
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because ““ the Governor was asleep.” By and
bye it was announced that he was awake, but
that he would only sec the interpreter. While
this parley was going on the British officers were
kept in the fierce sun, and the interpreter was
threatened with violence. It should be men-
tioned that some explanation of this conduct
was afterwards offered in the shape of charges
against the envoys for having comported them-
selves with disrespect; as, for example, by
riding into the Woon’s ¢ compound,” a breach
of Burmese etiquette not to be tolerated. But
it is clear that affronts, if they were offered on
one hand, were welcome on the other. The
deputation related their adventures to the com-
modore, and he without more delay broke off
communication with the new Governor, and
declared the Rangoon, Bassein, and Saugon
rivers to be in a state of blockade, pending
direct and satisfactory action from the court of
Ava itself.

If this was a just dispute, according to the
code of Touchstone, and the * reply churlish”
had been rightly followed by the * retort va-
liant,” what followed cannot be quite so easily
defended. The court of Ava had promised in-
quiry, and the step of further reference to that
court, which Commodore Lambert took, should
seem to have pre-supposed longer patience.
The Burmese had fair barbaric reasons for what
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had transpired hitherto. There was no suf- Chap. XV.
ficient or open cause to doubt that they
meant in their own due time and way to ap-
pease the ¢ war chiefs,” if it could be done
without sacrificing the Court’s dignity in the
eyes of a people who only obey upon the con-
dition of respecting and fearing their masters.
The original Governor had been removed, the -
withdrawal of the ships from their moorings
opposite the town had not been insisted upon ;
and if investigations into the alleged grievances
had still to be commenced, the new ruler at least
pretended to have been well disposed to hear
Commodore Lambert’s list of them. Contrast-

ing the letters of the Governor' with the acts

! “The Governor of Rangoon to the English Government”
is really very reasonable and peaceable :—

“The declaration of Tha do Mengyee Maha Mengtha
Meng Khounggyan Menggyee of Shewedoung, commanding the
forces at Rangoon, and appointed to go and rule a large terri-
tory and brave army, having after due prostration at the royal
feet taken counsel of the Meng Tarahgyee Phooyah, who is all-
powerful Lord of the Universe, Master of the Tshat-tang Ele-
phant, and all White Elephants, and Lord of Life, he who is like
unto the Lotus Flower.

“ The letter transmitted by the English authorities sets
forth the nnjust oppression to which the merchants trading at
Rangoon had been subjected by the Governor of Rangoon, that
those who had been thus oppressed should receive redress, and
that it would be proper to remove the Governor of Rangoon.
In accordance with the Treaty of Friendship a person disposed
to cherish and protect the people and merchants was placed at
Rangoon, and despatches for the English Government, pur-
porting that the Myowoon of Rangoon would be recalled
to the royal presence, and that a decision would be passed
after due investigation, were delivered to the officer com-
manding the man-of-war which had come to Rangoon; and
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of the squadron, especially as regards that which
followed the attempted interview, it is hard to
avoid the impression that war was all along in-
tended by us, and that the Burmese would
have disappointed our representatives had they
taken away the hope of a campaign before the
monsoon.

Construing all that had happened, at any

in pursuance of these letters the Rangoon Myowoon was sent
off to the throne, that his case might be inquired into and
decided.

 After this, when I was considering how I should invite Com-
modore Lambert, desiring to conciliate him to the utmost, and
thus establish a warm friendship, the interpreter, Mr. Edwards,
came to me and stated that the Commodore desired an interview
with me very much, and begged that he might be permitted to
come. As this was a proper and friendly overture, after having
settled with Mr. Edwarde that he should join me beforehand,
that T might perfectly observe the etiquette which the visit
required, there came riding into my eourt-yard four subordinate
officers, with the American missionary Kincaid, and Edwards,
the interpreter. They had been drinking, and it happened that
I was asleep just at that time ; whereupon, telling the Yaywoon
and the other officers present to awake me, they returned and
made a false representation to the commodore, who gave ear to
what they said, without duly considering the circumstances of
the case ; and unlike a son of a great country, and actuated only
by the wish to create a quarrel, he, on the first Lahpyeegyan of
Pyatho 1213 (6th January, 1852), at 2 p.x., covertly unmoored
and carried off the great ship ¢ Ye-thenah-ye-woon,’ belonging
to His Majesty Meng Tarahgyee Phooyal, the all powerful Lord
of the Universe, Master of Tshat-tang Elephant and all White |
Elephants, and Lord of Life. ]

* I desire that there should be justice, where there is misre-
presentation and injustice. This is not in accordance with the
purport of the letters which were forwarded in the first in-
stance. These mediators between two countries, Commodore
Lambert and his officers, have violated the functions of a great
cmbassy ; therefore have I written, desiring that the facts may
be known.”
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rate, as studied insult, and precipitating events Chap. XV.
thereby, as cannot but now appear, Commodore
Lambert ordered all the British subjects' in
Rangoon to come on board the vessels of mer-
chandize and war in the river ; and this being
accomplished by dusk, he issued commands to
seize the ¢ Yellow Ship.”” At daybreak of Jan-
uary 8th the ¢ Hermes” was ordered to take
in tow and remove this vessel, which was an
unpainted teak frigate, built for the king by
European artificers and pierced for a heavy
battery, but at this time having nothing but her
lower masts in. All the finest trees of the
season had been set apart for her construction,
and she was a strong and splendid craft of her
class. Startled at such sacrilege tattoed diplo-
macy came on board the commodore’s ship in
the persons of the Governor of Dallah and the
Under-Governor of Rangoon, assuring him that
no insult had been intended, and that the ship
was sacred. He declined to treat, however,
with anybody but Maha Mengha himself, and
that official in the evening sent a very depre-
catory letter. But war was no longer doubtful
to either party, and in the same night canoes
containing each a hundred men were seen pro-

1 They were certainly, by their own accounts, in a hard
plight. “Your petitioners, the merchants at Rangoon, both great
and small, amount to six hundred, who are in the condition of
being stranded in shallow water.”—Tide “ Blue Book upon
Burmah.”
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ceeding down the river carrying the red flag,
which in Burmah is the colour of battle.

In effect, the Rangoon Governmenthad before
warned the English fleet, that. if the * Ye-
thena-ye-woon,” or Yellow Ship, was touched,
its batteries would open, as also if any of our
ships passed them without leave. Accordingly,
upon the 10th our vessels moved down the
river to carry out the blockade, aud to beard the
Burman—the ¢ Hermes *’ having the ¢ Yellow
Ship” in tow, and others of the squadron the
merchantmen. Some of the men-of-war not
only steamed close past the stockades, as if to
challenge them, but passed and repassed them
with an unmistakable meaning, though with no
immediate effect. Next morning, therefore, the
“ Hermes” was directed to steam by with her
prize, and as she came abreast of the “Da
Silva’’ battery, the English drum ¢ beat to
quarters,” her captain knowing very well what
would follow. Eleven guns opened upon the
“ Hermes,” and at once, as if also ready and
eager, the Commodore hoisted the signal to
engage the enemy, and the “ Second Burmese
War” had commenced in earnest. It was a
sample of the campaign: the heavy shot,
and, above all, the shell of the British guns,
ploughed into and through the teak breast-
works and bamboo palisading of the red-
breeched barbarians on shore, while their
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missiles flew high and wide of the ships. Car- Chap. XV.
cases and rockets set fire to whatever shot and
shell had shattered. After two hours, not a
man remained in the stockades, nor a war-
boat on the stream. Totally unable to face
such a cannonade, the Burmese soldiers fled
into the jungle, which is always close at hand
in their country, although some acts of sin-
gular courage were shown at this first bout of
arms. One chief in particular, of high rank,
to judge by his * tattooing’ and gold umbrella,
brought his war-canoe right opposite the
¢ Phlegethon,” and tried to incite his men to a
boat attack. A 32-pounder was laid for him,
and would have blown him and his boat under
water, but the ¢ Phlegethon’s” captain shouted
from ihe bridge, ¢ Let no one hurt that man.”
The incident retrieves the description of a
scene not otherwise very glorious, being that of
a victory over defences, many of which were
found to be armed only with teak-logs hollowed
like pipes, and braced with rattans and iron
bands, in rude anticipation of Armstrong guus.
Open war was now the word; the blockade Qpen war.
was made effectual ; the Governor-General hur-
ried down from the Punjab to Calcutta, and
everything was prepared to strike the long-
meditated blow before the rains. The King of
Ava was allowed till the 1st of April to make
ample satisfaction, because that was the carliest
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day upon which ships and troops could rendez-
vous at the mouths of the Irrawaddi. His
majesty was called upon to disavow the
acts of the Rangoon Governor, and to make
further apology for his conduct; to pay ten
lacs instead of 10,000 rupees; to receive and
lodge a Resident at Rangoon, and to remove
the second Governor sent thither. Of course,
no idea that these terms would be granted was
allowed to delay the preparation of the troops
and the fleet. The Commander-in-Chief being in
Sindh, Lord Dalhousie, with more energy than,
and probably as much military skill as his, him-
self superintended the preparations, which were
on alarge scale—too large, indeed, to account
for, except upon the theory that the occupation
of Pegu was already a foregone conclusion with
him. General Godwin, designated to com-
mand, pointed out, in his first interview with
the Viceroy, that it was the wrong season to
begin hostilities, if merely a chastisement was
contemplated. ¢ If a strong demonstration
only was intended, then,” he said, *we should
not affect the Government of Ava, which had
no public establishments, and no particular in-
terest in the destruction or preservation of its
towns, as they could always be shifted at a few
days’ notice.”' The Governor-General listened
attentively, and simply observed ¢ the thing
' Vide General Godwin's published Papers, pp. 4, 6.
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was determined on.” The general received Chap. XV.
his appointment on the strength of large ex-
perience in the former campaign,’ a selection
that provoked some ill-natured criticisms, not
deserved by a soldier who, to the prudence of
sixty-seven years, added the vigour and endur-
ance of seven-and-twenty. Whatever was feared
from the traditionary strategics of General God-
win, it was at least unfortunate to decry the
bodily energy of an old man, who, after travel-
ling out to India, journeyed 2,400 miles by
land, and slept in his clothes twenty-eight
nights of the fatiguing trial without a murmur.

Two curious difficulties arose at this junc- Incidental
ture of affairs, both of them worth notice. The %ffoulties.
Bengal contingents left Calcutta on the 29th of
March, and the war-steamers of Bombay were
ready to support them, but Madras was back-
ward. The Governor, Sir Henry Pottinger, had
not been consulted about the war, and so de-
clined to send troops, except upon the direct re-
sponsibility of the Viceroy. By the Charter Act
of 1852, all India was placed under one head,
and thenceforward the appointment of a sweeper
at Bombay, or the cost of a latrine at Madras,
had to receive the sanction of the Supreme

* One journal of this date began a course of singular personal
opposition to the old soldier. * General Godwin,” it observed,
“is appointed for having served in the old war—a sufficient
reason, we should think, why he should not have served in
this.”

VOL. 1I. E
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Government; but distance and the distinetion
of the services keeps the three presidencies as
much apart as though they were separate king-
doms, with independent satraps and policies.
Madras knows nothing of Bombay, nor Bom-
bay much of Bengal, and the differences of
legislature and social systems foster a certain
mutual jealousy and ignorance. Animated
by such a feeling, and piqued by finding his
Chinese reputation forgotten, Sir Henry Pot-
tinger declared that he would not embark a
soldier without distinet orders. This caused
some delay and difficulty. Had the Madras
Governor refused altogether, his conduct would
not have been without precedent, for the same
presidency declined to declare war on Tippoo
Sahib, when Lord Wellesley proclaimed hostili-
ties against the Prince of the Carnatic. How-
ever, the hitch was overcome by the irresistible
will of the Viceroy, and Madras eventually was
not very much behind Bombay, the steam fleet
being made ready for sea three days after orders.
But the Bengal officials had also their own obsta-
cles to surmount. Hitherto no Sepoy regiment
had been conveyed by water, and the wording
of the oath taken by native troops only bound
them to ‘“march” whithersoever they might
be ordered ; thus implying that their obedience
was not to extend beyond {erra firma. Dread
of the ocean and religion combine to make a
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high caste Hindoo shun ‘“the black waters,” Chap. XV.
which, beside usually rendering him helpless
with the mal de mer, take away his caste. To
this day, a Brahman in England is far stranger
than a Briton in old Rome, because of the irre-
moveable prejudice. No one, however, seems
to have anticipated difficulty in the matter ; the
less so, because an equally stringent religious
prohibition had been before disregarded by
native troops. The superstition forbidding a
Hindoo to cross the Indus was as strong as that
which keeps him from the Kala pani. But in
the first Affghan war, the Sepoys did not hesi-
tate on the brink of the stream, although, in
fear of such an event, the officers had made pre-
parations for dealing with a general mutiny.
With one accord, on that occasion, they shouted
« Kumpani kaikhbal!” and following that same
¢ destiny of the Company,” like the Roman
army the standard of Cesar, they crossed the
Hindoo Rubicon. Now, however, it was not
so ; the 38th Regiment N. I. refused altogether
to sail, even down to the Mahommedans, and
instead of recognizing the pregnant meaning of
that refusal, the Governor meekly sent the men
to Dacca, where cholera decimated them. Had
the able ruler of India been less pre-occupied
with ¢ taking in kingdoms,”” he would have dis-
cerned in such an event that the weapon of his
extensive ambitions was losing its old temper,
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and becoming day by day chiefly dangerous to
the hand that wielded it.

But justice must. be done to the superb
energies of the Governor-General, though the
present warned him too little of the future.
The war was so much his own war, that he left
nothing in it to chance, or, worse, to incompe-
tent subordinates. Fever and cholera had been
our deadliest enemies in the first Burmese cam-
paign, and account had to be laid for meeting
with these again. Accordingly, long before
this, Colonel Boyle had instructions to drain
Tenasserim for live stock, munitions, material,
and labour, and the invading army “ carried its
barracks and home comforts behind it.” Skele-
ton houses were fitted together at Moulmein,
and an immense force of carpenters got ready
to put them up at requisition as cover for the
force in the rains. ¢ The care and provision,”
wrote General Godwin, in a private letter,
“ which has been made to enable us to meet
the weather is parental. There are to be bake-
houses and a constant supply of fresh meat,
hospitals at Amherst to relieve me, and arrange-
ments to carry the sick thither.” Ina word,
having made up his mind to war, Lord Dal-
housie also made up his mind and his measures
for a swift and successful one.

The Bengal troops and the Bombay squadron
reached the Irrawaddi on the 2nd of April, 1852,
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Lord Dalhousie’s secret orders' to General God- Chap. XV.
win directed himn, should full reparation not
have been made by this date, to proceed at once
to action, without abating a jot of the conditions
of peace, or even pausing to debate them longer.
Nothing can be more masterly in grasp, more
prescient, or more practical,—the justice of the
case admitted or pretermitted,—than these same
secret orders. Not fettering his general, the
Viceroy maps his course out for him with a
steady hand, which guides without leading.
Martaban and Rangoon can be taken directly ;
no difficulty is anticipated there, and the
general may storm them in whatever order he
pleases. “But can they be held?’ Lord
Dalhousie lays it down that ¢ with a nation
so ridiculously but mischieveusly self-conceited
and arrogant,” whatever is taken must be held.
Martaban may be safely occupied, but can
Rangoon be retained with the force under God-
win, in the face of a Burmese monsoon ? This
is a question upon which the Governor-General
remarks, that no ¢ considerations of political
advantage would induce me to order the con-
tinuance of troops at that place now, if I thought
it probable that the scenes of 1824 would be

1 From this date much matter will be drawn from private
papers of the late General Godwin, in the author’s possession,
including the Governor-Geuneral’s autograph despatches and
private correspondence to him.
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renewed.”! But he justly considers that the
preparations made in Calcutta and Tenasserim
will obviate any marked recurrence of disease.
Only two other points in this remarkable de-
spatch need be alluded to—one is, that if the
river has sufficient water, Lord Dalhousie dis-
cusses the idea of pushing on to Prome, with
fresh troops, before the monsoon; the other is,
that he distinctly anticipates already a very
protracted war, and an advance to Ava itself.
“I fear,” he writes, “that it must be regarded
as probable that operations will not be brought
to a termination till a campaign shall again have
led us to the gates of the capital.”

The Madras contingent was not arrived at
the rendezvous by the 2nd of April, and while
awaiting it a flag of truce was sent by the
“ Proserpine,” to ask if the Burmese king had
made full concessions. At the third stockade
in the Rangoon river the steamer was fired
upon, and returned, destroying the batteries
and blowing up a magazine of the enemy as
she slowly made way against the flood tide. The
last dream of an arrangement died away with
the smoke of these guns, and the first steps for
capturing Martaban were taken directly after,
while the Madras forces were leisurely coming to
the scene of action. Martaban was a weak place

! Sir Archibald Campbell’s force lost 75 per cent. there in
the first war.
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on the Burmese side of the Saugon river, op- Chap. XV.
posite to Moulmein. The ¢ Proserpine” was
sent to the last-named place to warn the inha-
bitants of what was coming; and five war
steamers, with 1,400 men in them, or on board
the accompanying transports, followed on the
4th. At half-past six A.u. the fire opened from
the “ Rattler,” and by breakfast time Martaban
was won, with the loss of nine killed and eight
wounded of the British forces. This easy tri-
umph was looked upon as certain beforehand,
if the steam-ships could be brought near enough
to the town wall through the labyrinth of shoals
before it; a difficult work, which was accom-
plished with the accustomed skill of English
navigators. For the rest, it was not an affair
to dignify as a victory. The enemy fled in dis-
may again before our shot and shells, and the
nature of the fighting may be understood by
the conduct of a soldier of the 18th Royal Irish,
who was first to clear the river bank. Having
fired his musket and dropped it, he picked up
brickbats and stones and flung them at the
Burmese as they stood upon the edge of the
stockade, and with these inglorious missiles the
line of the Martaban defences was gained, the
naval force in this encounter being commanded
by Rear-Admiral Austen, who had joined the
expedition in the ¢ Rattler” frigate from
Penang.
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Having garrisoned Martaban the command-

Preparations jna general returned to Rangoon, and found

for attack on

Rangoon.

Its pagoda.

awaiting him there the Madras contingent.
Meanwhile Commodore Lambert had been busy
in the Rangoon river, destroying the stockades
from the Bassein Creek to the King’s Wharf
at Rangoon, in preparation for the attack upon
that city. Three more days were given to this
work by the united squadron, and on the 11th
of April the forces had arrived between Ran-
goon and Dallah. Thirty-two vessels in all
came to anchor under the long flat bank upon
which the city stands, one after the other let-
ting her chain rattle out in front of the Bur-
mese batteries. Rangoon resembles Calcutta
in position more, perhaps, than any other
Oriental city, the pagoda of the Golden Dagon
answering very nearly to the cathedral. The
pagoda was a fortress as well as a temple, for
it presented a vast artificial mound rising in
terraces, each crowned with a multitude of little
shrines, and the whole tapering into a graceful
and lofty-domed citadel, to which the only
entrances were steep and picturesque flights of
stairs, commanded by broad landings, and im-
pregnable in the keeping of determined men.
A description of one of these remarkable build-
ings might answer for most of them, for Budd-
hism, though it almost created architecture in
the East, stamped a very monotonous character
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upon its works. In Pegu and Lower Burmah Chap. XV,
the pagoda is a bell-shaped structure, like the
* topes” of ancient India or the ¢ chaityas’ of
Thibet, and always supposed to cover a sacred
relicc These rise either from the ground at
once as a mass of solid brickwork, or are raised
upon a diminishing series of platforms, with
countless chapels at the angles and along the
edges, until the topmost is reached, when the
gate opens to the presence of the presiding
Gautama. At Rangoon a covered flight of
steps led down this series of pyramid-like
courses of brickwork. In other examples, as
among the famous ruins at Pagan, a curious
antitype is found of the Christian church, even
to the cruciform ground plan and the steeple;
and these perpetual anticipations of Chris-
tianity led the Jesuits to declare that the devil
had invented Buddhism and its temples to
parody and obstruct Christianity. The land is
covered with such monuments of a mystic and
ultra-philosophical religion. Captain Yule' esti-
mated those at Pagan alone as numbering about
a thousand, and the Burmese legend may al-
most therefore be believed which relates that
when the Emperor of China invaded Burmah,
its king pulled down for fortifications six thou-
sand shrines and pagodas. Warned, perhaps, by
this invasion, religion and fortification had been
' ¢ History of Mission to the Court of Ava.”
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since united in most of the city temples; and
that at Rangoon was, besides being a stately
fane, a fortress of the best class against any-
thing but siege trains and regular investment.

It was Sunday when the force first found
itself assembled, and the English leaders were
willing to respect the peaceful traditions of the
day; but the ¢ Salamander” had just come
into her station, and the Woon mistaking
her movements, opened fire from the pagoda
upon his own people to keep them to their
guns. Dallah, on the opposite shore, took the
hint, and began an action with the nearest
ships, whieh soon became general. From picces
of brass, bell-metal, and hooped teak, our heavy
artillery was courageously answered by both
sides of the stream. A fair breach was presently
opened in the Dallah stockades, but the Buxr-
mese, wildly yelling with fear and excitement,
drag heavy cannon on cumbrous wheels of wood
to the gap. A storm of shell and grape sweeps
them and their battery away, and the Royal
Irish landing, carry the works. On the Ran-
goon side, the irresistible fire of the frigates
cleared also a space of a mile, sufficient for the
landing of the troops, which was contemplated
for next morning. The “Phlegethon’ and “Ser-
pent” are pushed on to Kemmendine, above
Rangoon, a place whence, in the old war, the
Burmese had been ingenious and persevering
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in sending down fire rafts upon the fleet, made Chap. XV.
of cane and brushwood, and saturated with
petroleum. On the way upwards an enormous
timber gun was discharged at these vessels,
which at the second firing blew its big futile
fragments into the air, sending an immense
shot of stone high over the ¢ Phlegethon,” and
all its own hapless gunners right and left. Three
stockades at Kemmendine offered much resist-
ance, and give a fair idea of the art of Burmese
defensive warfare. A space of 500 feet square
was bounded with teak piles driven closely and
deeply into the earth; an embankment of
twelve feet on each side was piled against these
timbers, and the ¢ enceinte’ was entrenched
with covered ways and bomb-proofs, roofed
with massive beams and earth. Around
the outside, and on the slope of the embank-
ment, short bamboo stakes, sharpened to a
keen and hard point, were stuck in endless
numbers, forming a defence of vegetable
bayonets. These defences, however, were vain
against our guns: the two frigates set the
wood-work of the rude fort on fire. The Bur-
mese extinguished it eight times, nevertheless,
with bamboos filled with water, and an attempt
to storm the position even failed, by their stout
resistance. Two other ships were despatched to
assist in the task, and then at last the Kemmen-
dine stockades surrendered.
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Chap. XV. At daybreak of the 12th, General Godwin
;}L;pr:ﬂclé to landed three regiments and part of his artillery
P $0 the southward of Rangoon, upon the space
cleared by the fire of the previous day and
night. No opposition was offered, and except
by the explosion of some old and damaged Bur-
mese cartridges, no casnalty occurred. Informa-
tion had reached the general that the enemy
expected him by the southern gates of the
pagoda, where there were 100 guns mounted,
with 10,000 men to support them. Not to pro-
ceed by this route was therefore an obvious con-
clusion, and the force, with four nine-pounders,
marched towards the north-west porch of
the pagoda, through thick jungle. After ad-
vancing a mile or two, a Burmese battery sud-
denly opened upon the troops, the guns of
which were hid in the thick and tall green
cover of the bamboos, talipots, and bananas,
surrounding the town. The truth is, that the
easy successes of Martaban and the Rangoon
rivers had made the British careless; and if
the Burmese had reserved their surprise till
the pagoda was reached, half the attacking
force might have been lost. It is amusing to
notice the tone of injury in which the general’s
despatch complains of this stratagem, as though
the Burmese had no right to desert their usual
tacties, or to learn by disaster.)! The ¢ White

' “This was a new mode of fighting with the Burmese, no
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House Stockade” in question was a strong Chap. XV.
work, and without bringing heavy guns for-
ward, it was found impossible to push on. Two
twenty-four-pound howitzers, therefore, were
sent for at once, and tumbrils with  spherical
case;’’ but the heat of the sun was now so
intense that Major Oakes, commanding the
artillery, fell senseless of coup-de-soleil by the
side of his gun. After good practice with the
large pieces at the stockade, a storming party
was formed, supplied with ladders and grenades,
to carry the troublesome work. As it crept
through the jungle, the watchful enemy opened
a devouring fire upon its flank, and on emerging
into the open space surrounding the stockade,
an unlucky halt took place. As in New Zea-
land warfare, there should be no hesitation
when once a barbarian’s fortification is in view
but on this occasion the troops hung a little
too long on the edge of the trees, and lost
many officers and men by the delay. Major
Frazer, however, led the stormers forward, and
being quickly supported, the stockade was sur-
mounted, and the Burmese disappeared in the

instance having occurred last war of their attacking our flanks,
or leaving their stockades, that I remember ever to have taken
place. I make this remark, as they are now not only good
shots, but bold in their operations, and clever in selecting their
ground and covering themselves, Our casualties for the past
three days will prove it, our dress exposing us, and their garb
and colour concealing them.”
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jungle behind. All this took place under a
eruel heat, and as the soldiers poured into the
work, many of them reeled down with parched
tongues, cracked lips, and throbbing foreheads,
hovering between life and death, till water could
be brought, and the welcome shower poured
upon their mouths and heads. Good officers had
fallen, and the troops were much fatigued; a
bivouac was therefore ordered ; but all the
evening the enemy harassed the force ; nor was
it until the camp had been concentrated, like
an African krail, inside the guns, that any
respite was obtained. An attack in force at
night on the part of the Burmans might have
been a serious blow to Lord Dalhousie’s scheme.
The dark hours passed away quietly, however,
close to the abandoned stockade, which was
indeed, upon investigation, a singular piece of
defensive work. Its barbaric engineers had sur-
rounded a massive brick wall, enclosing a square,
with a line of teak piles driven close together,
filling the interval of ten feet with rammed
carth. Inside, a slope led to the top, upon
which there were some excellent brass guns;
and Gautama, the omnipresent and immovable,
of course presided within a building set in the
inner space; battered with shot and shell, and
black with smoke, but for ever calm, timeless,
passionless. Here were found samples of the
unpleasant ammunition used by our barbaric
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foes for grape—pieces of iron like dice sewn up Chap. XV.
in canvas bags dipped in melted pitch,wirerolled
into balls, and lead and glass melted together.
It is reported that KEuropean works upon
steam-navigation and anatomy were picked up
side by side with these scattered munitions of
the Burmese. The good fighting and capital
artillery practice of the day may thus have been
connected with the presence of a white leader,
which was the common story in the camp.
The night in the suburban jungle is described
with vivid recollections by those who passed it.
On all sides were to be seen men stretched on
heaps of cut grass and palm leaves among the
wheels of the howitzers, or washing off the marks
of the day’s combat in the gun buckets. Nowand
then the alarm spread that the Burmese were
returning, as the sparks from Gautama—who
had taken fire, in spite of his divinity—showered
out like moving torches; the voices of the
tropical forest, growls, howls, and groans,
mingled with the roar of the distant cannonade
continuing from the fleet against Rangoon
town. Burning mortars, whizzing rockets,
rattling muskets; the graceful curve, circular
halo, and stunning explosion of the flying shells,
made the night red; for noisy missiles of all
kinds were crackling and bellowing about and
over the tinkling bells of Gautama, in his
golden pagoda, from twilight to dawn, while
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the British lay in the trees outside the wall. If
Boodh had thought his worship worth pre-
serving, he should have broken his endless
apathy that night !

All day on the 13th the troops kept their
position, awaiting the arrival of more heavy
guns to storm the Golden Dagon, at once the
Pagoda and Citadel of Rangoon. The steam-
ships, however, kept up the same continuous
roar, and smartly enough to drive the Rangoon
Governor from his palace to the ramparts, and
thence, in dread affright, and with a wound in
the foot, across the river and beyond Dallah,
not to be heard of again. That the Burmese
resisted at all after such a fire, would seem to
show that courage was not what they lacked,
except for the fact that it was the king’s custom
to keep his married soldiers to their posts by
holding their wives and children as hostages,
chaining the bachelors to their gun or embra-
sure. However, there were real fighting men
in the pagoda, the élife of the Ava monarch’s
troops, ‘ the ¢ Immortals’ of the golden coun-
try;” a body of guards, exceedingly well got up
and gilt, and tolerably armed. The pagoda-wall
was not their only line of defence either. Old
Rangoon, since the last war, had been destroyed
wholesale, and a new town built, the mud em-
bankment of which was ingeniouslyblended with
the great mound of the pagoda into a continu-
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ous fortification. All round this embankment Chap. XV.
ran a strong stockade of triple timbers, and a
broad ditch strengthened it at the points where
the Burmese had expected an approach. The
eastern staircase of the pagoda, however, was
the point for which General Godwin aimed; and
had he been able to proceed on the 12th, there
would not have been a gun in position there.
Being checked, however, he very wisely let the
naval broadsides occupy the town till ready to
proceed again ; but, meanwhile, something of
his intention was understood. On the 14th he
marched once more, “ the men in as fine temper
as ever were men,”’ and the heavy guns now
accompanying the force, for the general had
learned to respect his foe a little more. Within
a mile the angle of the pagoda came in sight,
and a fire opened upon the flank of the advancing
column. Two guns were left to occupy the
enemy, while the force still pushed on to turn
the defences of the town, and gain a position
opposite the eastern vestibule of the Great
Shrine. Meantime, in the rear, the eight-inch
howitzers were being dragged tumbling and
crashing through the thorns and long grass by
a party of seamen, who were labouring to the
front long after the 80th and Royal Irish had
arrived, and taken up ground behind some low
hills covered with jungle. These men had to
stand in the open sun, exposed to a dropping
VOL. II F
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fire from the‘ Golden Dagon,”’ and to the discom-
posing whistle of jingal balls from the neigh-
bouring parapets. Guns and wall pieces were
turned, too, upon the party which haled the great
howitzers to their station; and at one time the
Burmese skirmishers came up so boldly under
cover of this fire that five hundred Europeans
and a gun had to be employed in keeping down
their assault. Some of the British troops were
four hours in this uncomfortable posture—
relieved a little now and then in mind, if not
in position, by the retaliation kept up by the
light field guns brought along with the columns.
Soon, however, the heavy artillery took up the
business, firing against the eastern gate of the
pagoda. The great shot crashed, and the brave
Burmans fired their ancient ordnance in reply,
till nearly mid-day, when Captain Latter, the
interpreter of the force, observed a slackening
in the energy of the Burmese defence. ¢ Our
men,” he said, turning to General Godwin,
“are dropping ten for one here to what we
should lose in a storm :’ at the same time, he
asked permission to lead the way. The storm-
ing party was already made up from the 80th
Queen’s, the Royal Irish, and 40th Bengal
Native Infantry, under Colonel Coote. From
the British batteries to the pagoda gates, a
shallow basin of bushy ground had to be crossed,
about 800 yards in width. The troops traversed
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this at quick march, under a severe fire of guns Chap. XV.
and jingals, discharging missiles of all con-
ceivable nature, links of chain, bags of broken
metal, flints, bottles of nails, and boxes of ham-
mered bullets. The great temple rose, as has
been said, from a vast platform of earth and
brickwork, terraced in three immense steps.
Each platform had its brick parapets and em-
brasures, but the heaviest guns and the thickest
of the garrison were upon the highest, where
the masonry was also most solid. A broad,
steep flight of stairs led upward on each facade
of the building through these three platforms,
that on the side of attack being partly covered
in. From such a precipitous and narrow ap-
proach a well-directed fire of musketry would
have swept the bravest troops that ever fought ;
but the wild and fierce cheer of the British, as
they broke into their rush towards the stair
gates, cowed the Burmese. They melted away
from the steps, yielded the platforms, surren-
dered at last the great porch itself of “Shway
Dagoon ;”” and as the glittering bayonets of the
stormers surged into the central sanctuary, like
a white wave at high tide breaking into a
seaside cavern, the Burmese * Immortals”
went headlong out of the opposite portal, only
to meet the fire of the steamers, and to be
scattered helplessly to the four points of the
compass.
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With the great pagoda, Rangoon had also
fallen, and all the adjacent district. The last
to stand to their posts had been the regular .
soldiers of the king, in their gilt and lacquered
caps ; for their impressed comrades fought no
longer than was needful for the safety of their
families, some of whom, mothers and children,
found fastened up as hostages among the guus,
would surely have been slaughtered, had the
rank and file run before their officers. The
ground between the foot of the staircase and
the temple door was covered with dead, and
among them lay some of the best of the British
party. The slain Burmese nearly all wore red
jackets, which had been a source of confusion
in the action more than once.

Their weapons, however, proved to be
very inferior; the greater part of the muskets
were old flint pieces, long ago condemned
in England; those who possessed bayonets
had generally fastened them by way of pike-
heads on long bamboos; and their bullets
were mere slugs of iron, cut from rods, and
loaded by the spoonful. But these facts do
not altogether extenuate the honour of the day,
for the Burmese fought well, as is proved by
the comparatively heavy loss of 159 killed and
wounded on our side, and by the heaps of their
own men slain, lying on the platforms and
staircase. There were, it is true, of these only
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200 counted ; but it is a point of honour Chap. XV.
with Burmese soldiers to remove the fallen as

soon as possible, which is done by thrusting a

bamboo through the loin-cloth, and so carrying

the body off.

Still, all the odds had been upon civiliza-

tion against numbers. The king had 18,000
men within the city; and yet of the 5,700
engaged on the British side, the storming party
of 800 had alone and easily accomplished the
work. Burmah was a good deal disappointed
at it; and that rush to the dark staircase,
and plunge into the gloom behind it, with the
accompanying hurrah of victory, is a thing much
remembered still at Rangoon, among the now
peaceful people. General Godwin, to whom it
was the herald of a victory rather anxiously
planned, wrote very enthusiastically: ¢ The
cheer of the storming party, as we entered the
pagoda, was worth all the stars in Europe.”
But the scene which followed was as striking:
the pencil of Vernet or Haag would have found,
indeed, an unequalled subject in the picture
that closed the day; while the moralist or
historian might indite a volume upon its sig-
nificance.

Yor broken was the “stagnant Calm’™ that Scene in the
night !—perturbed the imperturbable Intelli- %:id;;f
gence !—laughed to scorn by the matter-of-fact
and iconoclastic Englishmanthe symbolic deity of
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half Asia!—The artillery had been billeted to the
platforms and under the canopies of the pagoda;
and marched out at the north gate to take up
their sacrilegious quarters there, caring nothing
for Boodh. The passage thither was between con-
centric lines of stockade,and by a paved causeway
of two miles and a half, over log bridges thrown
across ditches, through gates where the muzzles
of a dozen cannon were gathered into a watch-
ful focus ; through curious barbaric streets, full
of the devices of Boodhism—once all peaceful
and picturesque, now encumbered with the
wreck of war, and disfigured with the blood of
dead and dying; past poonghee houses, where
grotesque gods kept grim watch within, and
where, outside, griffin, crocodile, tiger, and cock,
and Gautamas of immense size glared serenely
and stonily upon the destroyers of their fanes.
Amid these strange scenes the ¢ Golden
Dagon™ was reached, and the cathedral of
Buddhism then and there transformed by our
careless warriors into an extempore barrack.
The troops to be quartered upon Boodh went
up by a lofty flight of dark stone steps, still
slippery with blood, under a low roof fantas-
tically sculptured, and between great balus-
trades, mottled green and black with moss and
damps, where great carved crocodiles basked,
their gaping jaws supported by colossal Nats.
They mounted to the upper of the vast terraces
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which encircle the base of the marvellous Chap. XV.
temple. Thence, leaving the staircase, they

passed out by a narrow gate upon the wide
platform of the upper terrace, where Shway
Dagoon, the gilded dome stood, in all its

glory ; acres of imitative shrines about his
monstrous knees, and on his towering head,

330 feet aloft, a crown of multitudinous tiny

bells under the golden ¢ee, swaying with the
breezes into gusts of mournful tinkling.

Lesser pagodas, griffins, sphynxes, and all
manner of nondescript art and architecture
covered the ground about this central pyramid of
gilded brick-work; and among all these the
careless,merry conquerors wound their way; un-
conscious, like genuine Britons, that they were
making history, and bringing the noblest creeds
of the East and of the West into contact with
their rough but fateful hands. Very slightly
troubled, indeed, were the artillery men and
Royal Irish about civilization, or the * calm,
eternal eyes” of all those Boodhs that were
sternly gazing upon their rough toilet in the gun-
buckets. There, amid tall golden columns and
massive glittering giants of ¢elder gods,” Pri-
vate Brown and Bombardier Jones, the unheroic
heralds of a new era, took their ease, and talked
the day’s battle over. The ‘¢ genius of shops’ re-
clined in the high places of the Passionless One !
—the fussy, restless Saxon was cheek by jowl
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with the rapt Gautama !-—pipe-clay soiled the
shrines of the absent-minded alabaster Divi-
nities |—red coats and pantaloons were hanging
to dry on their sacred knees!—the unregenerate
fumes of the short black pipe, familiar to
camps, was rising as incense to the Master of
the three Worlds! Some of the images had
been toppled over by cannon-shot, or else in
mere mischief by passing soldiers; and it was
presently discovered that Gautama, in his
visible form, was commonly hollow, and held
treasures occasionally in that part which had
been the belly in anything less transcendental.
The strange, irreverent, but significant scene
was heightened, therefore, here and there by
the spectacle of soldiers busily engaged in exca-
vating a Boodh with pickaxes and bayonets,
as calmly as though they were delving a
traverse, and not digging a trench in *the
Ineffable.”

Such was the spectacle ; bizarre, but not less
striking, and hardly less important for history,
than when the legionaries of Titus clattered with
their iron-studded sandals along the polished
floor of the Temple.” But the graphic Muse
follows dismayed in the steps of the common-
place English private. Neither picturesque, nor
dramatic, nor poetical, but only always in a cer-
tain grim and easy-carnest mood to do his work,
and to rest after it ; he flung himself here to sleep
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CHAPTER XVI.

Tu1s capture deserved and received the thanks
of the Governor-General' and the approval of the
public; and though the liveliest possible journal-
istic abuse of General Godwin followed his suc-
cesses, it is necessary to observe that his arrange-
ments for camp and bazaar were as judicious as
those for the field and fighting. Rangoon rapidly
became a quiet and commercial city, for the
Peguese, it should be observed, were from the
first extremely well disposed to their invaders,
and even Burmese soldiers seemed very often
grateful to be wounded and made prisoners.
As old enemies of Burmah it was natural that
the population of Pegu should welcome a nation
that could not rule them much worse than the
¢ Golden Foot,”” and, by the example of Ar-
racan and Tenasserim, would probably bring
them prosperity along with annexation. Aec-
cordingly the industrious Rangoon inhabitants,

' His private expressions were warm enough to show how
much the Governor-General's responsibility was engaged in
Burmah. * It is impossible”—he writes to Godwin—* for any
one to be persomally and officially more satisfied with a publie
service, than I have been by that which you have just rendered
to our country.”
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the salt fish di'yers, river boatmen, grain dealers, Chap. XVI.
and tradesmen were soon seen flocking back to

their shops and usual pursuits. Elephants,
ponies, oxen, and men returned, carrying the
cage-like frame-work of their houses, the women
bringing the rice and cooking-pots, and the
children the fowls and kittens. Even the

‘ ponghees” once more moved meditatively

about the place in their yellow robes ; doubtless
thinking that if Boodh had not seen fit to keep

the ¢ Inglees” out of Rangoon, it was useless

to object. The people brought food in plenty,

and Pegu carpenters volunteered in numbers to

aid in putting together Colonel Boyle’s wooden
barracks ; their only tool the universal ¢ dhar,”

with which a Burman can cut a toothpick or

erect a stockade. So friendly were the citizens,

so good General Godwin’s discipline, and $o General
obedient his troops, that even the women came G:)‘;‘fiwl;’:’
and went among the lines of the soldiery with- ﬁagement.
out a single case, it is said, of affront or out-

rage. And indeed this admirable order was

due and must be ascribed to the regulations of
General Godwin, and most of all to that among

them which excluded spirits of all kinds from

the lines. This simple maxim for preserving at

once health and discipline had its invariable

effects. The men behaved like men and not
brutes, and though some fell victims to the sun

and malaria, the camp was generally healthy.
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Drink has cost England more graves in the
East than all our wars since Clive, and if
drunkenness and the animal vices to which it
leads might be eradicated, India and her pro-
vinces would be as healthy a residence as. the
Saxon soldier could wish. There are tropical
diseases, it is true, which smite like a scimetar,
and “ begin with death,” but the hundred
petty ailments of cold climates are spared to
the resident there. Yet drink,a slow poison else-
where, is a quick poison between Cancer and
Capricorn, under a sky which wants no excess
of carbon in diet to keep up the animal heat.
The Marquis of Dalhousie did not think it un-
dignified to note in his autographical review of
these eight years that he had “ abolished the
morning dram;” and General Godwin deserves
the credit of all the good order and health of
Rangoon at this time, for this most sensible
and salutary precaution.

Till the middle of May the force remained
inactive, preparing shelter against the mon-
soon. An expedition was indeed sent after the
fugitive ““Woon,” whose existence had been
testified to by a letter of exceeding conceit, in
which ¢ Maha Mengha” advised ‘ Godwin
Woon” “to retreat while he could.” But the pur-
suit after this personage ended in nothing ex-
cept the capture of some of his wives and rupees,
and the distant shelling of certain of his still
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adherent troops. Upon the idea of at once going Chap. XVL
up the river to Prome Godwin had stated his

reasons to Calcutta for abandoning it, and

Lord Dalhousie had most completely accepted

them.! The energetic abuse showered on the

Soldier for the delays of this date must, there-

fore, be shared with the Statesman, whom no-

body can accuse of want of activity® or fore-
thought.

There was one more town to occupy, before Capture of
the entire seacoast of the Burmese empire should >**™
be in British possession. Bassein, situated
on high gl:ound upon one of the mouths of the
Irrawaddi, yet sixty miles from the sea, is an
emporium whose advantages were first disco-
vered by the Portuguese, but have not yet been
understood. Thence in the sixteenth century
they sallied upon those buccaneering expedi-
tions which made their name hateful in the
Eastern seas, and reduced flourishing native
ports to be the haunts of tigers and serpents.
Bassein was made to be a great harbour, with
its fine roadstead and inexhaustibly fertile ad-

! ¢ Your reasons against an early advance to Prome are quite
conclusive to my mind. T think it has been shown to be clearly
objectionable.  Till after the rains, I don’t wish to move.”—
Extract from private letter, May 27th, 1852.

Nor the general either, if common justice be done to the
memory of a gullant man. At Rangoon he was with the advance
throughout, lived with it, slept with it; and on the night of the
capture of the pagoda lay down tosleep on the ground, till his
aides rolled him on to a couch.
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Chap. XVI. jacent districts. Until this town fell not only

The whole
seacoast in
British
hands.

was the blockade imperfect, but the south of
Arracan was in some danger of reprisals for
our victories. The Burmese had seven thou-
sand men in the place, against whom the ge-
neral thought it sufficient to take eight hundred
troops and four steam-ships. And in truth the
only real difficulty was in the navigation of an
almost unknown river; thus the Burmese, trust-
ing apparently to their shoals, suffered the
flotilla to take up position opposite the Golden
Pagoda of the city without resistance. The
51st even landed without a shot having been
fired, and it was not till a parley had been
held between Captain Latter and the Burmese,
who were gathered behind a mud wall of the
pagoda, that a brickbat hurled at the inter-
preter’s head abruptly begun the engagement.
The stockades in front of the pagoda and that
building itself were taken by an irresistible
charge, which was continued beyond it to a
fortified position at the south of the town. In
forty minutes, and with a loss in killed and
wounded of only twenty-five men, Bassein fell,
fifty-four guns and thirty-two jingals being
among the spoil. On board the fleet, one man
was killed and nine wounded.

Thus the entire seacoast of Pegu had fallen
into the hands of the expedition. The power
of steam, utterly unfamiliar to the Burmese,
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together with our crushing artillery, had quite Chap. XVI.
crippled the ¢ Golden Foot,” and discon-

certed all his Woons. The Burmese armies had

almost disappeared. An attack, it is true, was

made on Martaban by a dacoit chief who had

staked his head on recovering the town, but it

was only to be repulsed. Bodies of men, now and

then appeared, too, upon the river, which scat-

tered like clouds of pigeons or paddy-birds so

soon as they came within range of the shells.

The whole maritime edge of the king’s country

was in our hands, and not only were the rice

flotillas stopped, which load annually in the

Delta, and float up the Irrawaddi in the mon-

soon, but the supply of the “ngapi,” or dried

fish, was also cut off, a far more trying matter

for the inland provinces. - Beside "this, the
Peguese had openly sided with the invaders,
bringing in food and goods; and, excepting the

capture of Prome, which might doubtless have

been accomplished at the cost of much life by
sickness, all was done that could have been ex-

pected during the fair weather. None the more,
however, did the Court of Ava show signs of

that submission which had been anticipated.
Accordingly, Lord Dalhousie, in one of his able Lord Dal-
minutes home, reviewing the situation, de- ?‘r’:;iri;'::
manded, rather than suggested, leave for further of the war.
chastisement of the Burmans. The Governor-
General declared that the Ava Court was waiting
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to see whether the monsoon would decimate the
troops; and if disappointed, then, and not before,
peace would be proposed. But he was urgent
now to raise the terms—in more than the sibyl’s
ratio with King Tarquin—to fifteen lacs of
rupees, and the cession of the Negrais or
Diamond islands, along with the Martaban dis-
tricts. This was to be the price of peace, if
shortly accepted; but if deferred, or should
these terms be refused, ¢the Burmese forces
will be defeated, wherever they stand, and the
British army will reach the capital,” after which
Lord Dalhousie goes on to write :— The ques-
tion for the decision of the Government of India
will then be, what measures should the Go-
vernor-General in Council adopt for confirming
the vindication of our power, for obtaining
reimbursement of the expenses of the war,
and for providing a security against its re-
currence ?

“In the earliest stage of the present dispute
I avowed my opinion that conquest in Burmah
would be a calamity second only to the calamity
of war: that opinion remains unchanged. If
any adequate alternative for the confiscation
of territory could have been found by me, or had
been suggested to me, my mind would most
readily have adopted it. If conquest is con-
templated by me now, it is not as a positive
good, but solely as the least of those evils before
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us, from which we must, of necessity, select one. Chap. XVI.
But, after constant and anxious reflection,
through the months during which hostilities
have been in progress, I can discover no esecape
from the necessity. I have been driven, most
reluctantly, to the conclusion, that no measure
will adequately meet the objects which, in my
judgment, it is indispensable for us to secure,
namely, the establishment of our superiority
now, and its maintenance in peace hereafter,
except the seizure and occupation of a portion
of the territories of the Burman kingdom. In
like manner, as in 1826, it was felt to be neces-
sary to deprive the Burmese of the provinces of
Tenasserim, Arracan, and Assam : so now, for
stronger reasons, and with better effect, the
occupation of the province of Pegu appears to
me to be unavoidably demanded by sound views
of general policy.”

Thus the word ¢ conquest,” understood all
along, is definitely expressed at last, nor will
the arguments of the minute here quoted bear
contrast with the reasons originally alleged for
entering into the war. Then it was with the
object of obtaining satisfaction and apology
from the king; now, should he grant everything,
Lord Dalhousie declares, that ¢ the case would
remain substantially the same.” And in fact,
no longer concealing the latent object of the
expedition, Lord Dalhousie proceeds with a

VOL. II. G
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sweeping, masterly, but inconsistént manner, to
sketch the five alternatives of annexation, for
the most wholesale of which he proclaims him-
self. He dwells upon the undoubted advan-
tages of Pegu; points out its commanding
situation for trade and military influence ; insists
upon the advantage of a settled plan, that the
troops may not have to retire from any ground
they occupy, a step always magnified into defeat
by the imaginative and conceited Burmese ; in
truth, the Viceroy paints the acquisition in
colours so free and tempting that it seems like
irony when he checks himself with the remark,
¢ that although this conquest be an evil, it will
not be an evil altogether without mitigation.”
One fact was altogether in favour of these
plans, and that was not forgotten by the
thoughtful Viceroy. He urges that the occu-
pation of Pegu will not be the occupation of a
conquered province or hostile people; and, in-
deed, throughout the war nothing was more
marked than the good feeling of the Peguese,
as nothing has seemed more certain than their
subsequent contentment with our rule. Pegu
had once been the paramount province in Ava,
but that memory was overlaid with the tyran-
nies and extortions of its Burmese conquerors.
Pegu, therefore, from the first did not desire
freedom, but only wished for better masters, and
hailed the English as such. During the first fort-
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night of May in this year the Peguese actually Chap. XV1.
rose of themselves, and drove the Burmese out of
their town of Pegu, although it was recovered
again for a time. Repeatedly the native people -
came to head-quarters, volunteering to make ex-
peditions and attack the enemy themselves,if the
English would only arm them ; and it has been
shown with what eager confidencetheyministered
at Rangoon to the material wantsof their “friend
the enemy.” All that Pegu needed, indeed, to
declare itself annexed before formal annexation,
was the promise from the British that the pro-
vince should not be left alone to the frightful
vengeance of the Court of Amarapoora. In the
last war the Peguese and Karens who had shown
any friendship with us, or were suspected of if,
were decimated by the furious tyrant of Ava;
their women were ripped open, their children
pounded in wooden mortars, and the men miser-
ably mutilated. Thus the Governor-General was
able to urge his viewwith almostirresistible force
upon the Secret Committee. If it accepted the
rich gain of Pegu, it would complete the coast-
line, obviate future wars, secure a fertile pro-
vince, accept the eager submission of a friendly
race, and have nothing to defend but a northern
border. If it shrunk from that step, the victims
would be the kindly barbarians who had re-
ceived us with open arms ; and blood and trea-
sure would have been merely wasted upon the
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pachydermatous and hereditary arrogance of
the king. The Secret Committee made as much
demur as was decent to the triangular thesis
where policy backed aggrandizement, humanity
recommended policy, and justice, of the colour-
able kind at least, whispered assent to all three.
They “concur with the Governor-General in
his opinion, that extension of territory is not
in itself desirable; and that the annexation,
even of a province possessing so many advan-
tages as Pegu, is to be looked upon rather in
the light of a choice of evils than a positive
and unmixed good. But we think with him,”
they say, ‘that, if the presumption and in-
justice of the Burmese Government compel us
to take possession of Pegu, as being neeessary
to our security, the objections which may be
urged against its acquisition will be counter-
balanced by no inconsiderable advantages. And
we entirely agree with the Governor-General
in his estimate of the important bearing which
the oceupation of this fine province, with re-
ference to its position, its climate, and its adap-
tation, in a commercial and maritime point of
view, to the interests of this country, may have
upon the security and advancement of our
Eastern Empire.”

¢ Sighing, we will ne’er consent,” in reality,
the Court finally ¢ consented;” and then for-
tifying its decision with facts, it ¢ observes
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with great satisfaction the very friendly dis- Chap. XVI.
position of the inhabitants of Pegu;” conveys
““to you our authority under the sanction of the
Queen’s Government, to consider the permanent
occupation of Pegu, and its final annexation to
the East Indian dominions of her Majesty, as
the just and necessary result of those military
operations which you have been driven to direct
against the Burmese empire.” . . .  “It
may be doubted, indeed,”’ ends this highly diplo-
matic despatch, ¢whether the relations even
now established between you and that people
have not already imposed upon you the obliga-
tion of protecting them.”

Meanwhile General Godwin was lying in Godwin in
Rangoon, roundly abused by everybody who Rangoon.
had no share in his responsibility about the
health of his men, for not moving them, in the
rains, up to Prome. Among other excellent
reasons against risking this, might be mentioned
the entire acquiescence of the Government at
Calcutta in the delay; approved of also at
home. But not knowing this, and forgetting
how impossible it would have been to transfer the
sanitary arrangements of Rangoon to Prome,
the Gencral was attacked with an unmeasured
bitterness, which might have made a younger
man rash, and led to a repetition of the
miscries of 1825.! However, it was certainly

' The private correspondence of the Governor-General with
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not true that to get up to Promewas “an im-
possibility,” for four steam-ships, with a recon-
noitring force, ascended the stream in July, and
stripped that town of all its guns. The expe-
dition, on its way up the river, captured a small
steamer, the remaining vessel of the king’s cir-
cumscribed navy. At Akouk-toung, the bluff
which separates Pegu from Burmah, they were
obliged to evade a garrison of seven thousand
men and forty guns by passing through a
smaller channel, dry in the hot season. This
post was looked upon as the key of the river,
and once past it, the force found Prome so com-
pletely undefended, that the vessels anchored
abreast of the stockades, and hove the brass
guns of the enemy off into the river, with the
capstan-bars and the ships’ fiddlers, the oddest
mode of disarming a land-battery ever exhi-
bited. For twenty-four hours Prome was in
possession of the flotilla, which returned safely,
capturing on its way back the barge and the
two gilt umbrellas of the commander of the
fortified post. Simultaneously with this dash-
ing, but not particularly useful enterprise, Lord
his Commanding-General in Burmah exonerates the latter from
the sole responsibility for this act of prudence. Lord Dalhousie
approved of the halt at Rangoon, and confirmed its wisdom in
general orders. His letters are full of the fear that an advance
may fill the hospitals with sick and dying, as in Sir Archibald
Campbell’s time. “ Keep the men well,” he writes ; *“ when they

begin to sicken, their spirits are affected, and the melancholy
goes to the stomach.”
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Dalhousie started from Calcutta to visit Ran- Chap. XVL
goon, and to confer with General Godwin upon
the coming campaign. He was received with
much state upon the newly-captured wharf,
and rode through the dusky populations to the
pagoda, where the troops welcomed him with
presented arms and the roar of artillery. No-
thing struck him more than the natural strength
of the great temple as a fortress. I cannot
imagine, General,” he said, “how your men
ever got in at this place.”

The result of his conferences with the leader
of the forces was to limit all movements to the
province of Pegu, but to arrange for a speedier
attack on Prome than had been resolved on.
Yet no candid person will lay the blame of delay
upon General Godwin’s head after reading the
minutes penned upon the Viceroy’s return to
Calcutta.! On the 13th of September, however,

! ¢« The want of support without reinforcements, which could
not then be given ; the uncertainty as to the plans and movements
of the Burmese ; and the insecurity of the communication by the
rivers, upon which the Major-General must have exclusively re-
lied ; were the chief objections advanced by the Major-General ;
and they appeared to the Governor-General in Council to be
valid and sound. He therefore fully approved of the resolution
not to make an immediate advance to Prome.

“It will be in the recollection of my colleagues, that the subject
of an immediate advance to Prome was officially discussed by the
Major-General shortly after the first operations of the army at
Rangoon. He stated strong military objections to the movement;
he pointed out that his force was comparatively small, and that
no reinforcements could be obtained at that season ; he showed
that we were totally ignorant of the plans and movements of
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the rains having abated, troops began to move
up the river, though it was not until the 9th of
October that the united squadron arrived once
more abreast of Prome. Two guns only opposed
the landing, which was effected, under cover of
the fire of the * Winchester,” without any diffi-
culty, and the town was occupied before night.
At daylight the rest of the troops were taken
on shore, and advanced without opposition to
the pagoda and stockades. Prome finally fell,
with the ridiculous loss on our side of one killed
on the land, and none in the naval division. The
possession of Prome gave us the command of

the enemy. Hence he argued, that if he should take his force
to Prome, it would be placed there in the heart of an enemy’s
country, wholly without support, if attacked (which was an event
at least as possible then as in 1825), and with his sole communi-
cation by the river insecure ; and, consequently, that he would be
altogether in a weak and false position.

“These reasons against an immediate advance seemed to me to
be unanswerable.

“ The Major-General has subsequently been strongly urged by
many to advance during the rains. He has informed me that he
had declined to doso. Though some of his previous objections
were removed by the command obtained over the river by the
flotilla, he would still, in the absence of reinforcements, have been
wholly without support ; and he alleged as an additional reason
for declining to advance, that while no object of importance had
been pointed out, as likely to be secured by the early occupation
of Prome, it would have been unwise and culpable to remove
the troops, without positive necessity, from the barracks which
had been provided for them, and where they were enjoying com-
paratively good health, in order to expose them at Prome to
effects of climate and the season, from which they were likely to
suffer severely.

I consider that these reasons of General Godwin, for refusing
to advance hitherto, during the rains, to Prome, were sound and
good.”
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all the lowlands dividing Pegu from Burmah Chap. XVI.
Proper ; and any further contest, except of a
desultory character,and within the limits already

gained, must have had for its object Burmah,

and the extinction of Alompra’s dynasty.

Now, with regard to this, the Secret Com- The policy of
mittee were really less moderately inclined than g:):a i‘i‘;’;:;’
their servant the Marquis of Dalhousie. In and the
their minute.s of September they had accepted :;g“é’;:g:;o‘;f
the annexation of Pegu as the present con- General.
dition of peace; but if the King of Ava
refused to acknowledge and submit to this
act, they were for prolonging the war, and
marching upon Amarapoora. Two motives
prompted the Secret Committee, one to be
secure of what they had obtained, and the other
to get more if they could. They were ready to
be content with one bird if very safely in hand ;
but if not, they desired to get at the two in the
bush. But Lord Dalhousie had found out the
difficulties of the Irrawaddi in the dry season,
and its unhealthiness in the rains. He was
satisfied with his triumph, and unwilling to
give the Press at home and in India more room
to declare against his war. The point which he

bad to reply upon was that of the treaty with

* That idea crossed the mind of Lord Dalhousie sometimes.
“To march to Ava,” he writes in a private letter, * will give no
peace, unless the army remain at Ava; in other words, unless we
absord the whole Burmese Empire. That necessity may come some
day. T sincerely hope it willnot come in my day.”
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Burmah, very much desired by the Committee.
The Viceroy cared nothing at all for such a
document. He even declared it was ¢ a thing
to be avoided.” ' Framed carefully and with
detail, he was of opinion that it would enly em-
broil peace while peace practically existed, by
starting trivial disputes; and, if drawn up in
general terms, it would offer no security mnot
already guaranteed by power on one side and
fear on the other. He enlightened the Com-
mittee upon the fact that ¢ all Burmah would
scout as an absurdity the notion of observing a
treaty if they could profitably disregard it.”’ *
The only fault to be found with this astute
minute addressed in answer to the Secret Com-
mittee is, that it harmonises badly with those
equally sagacious and logical ones that preceded
the war. If, in the first place, the Viceroy sent
ships to Burmah to get an apology, and a fresh
recognition of the treaty of Yandaboo, he was

! This is not good Buddhism, but it wasreal Burmanism. “I
beg,” writes the Governor-General, “to quote again the state-
ments of Dr. Judson, to whom their customs and character were
familiar. He says, ¢ All idea of negociation is repugnant to the
pride of the Burmans, and contrary to their custom. They be-
lieve that the conquering party will always keep what it has
got if it can, and that negociation is therefore useless. Overtures
to treat are always looked upon either as a mark of weakness, or
they are considered as an artifice to gain time.” Again, Dr.
Judson says, in reply to the question, whether he considered the
Burman Government very faithless, ¢ Utterly so. They have no
(practical) idea of the moral excellence, or of the utility, of good
faith. They would cousider it nothing less than folly to keep a
treaty, if they could gain anything by breaking it."”
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either making an empty demand, or thought Chap. XVI.
better of the Burmese, with the same sources
of information, then, than now. However, no
reasonable person will differ from the second
and maturer view of the Marquis, which he
fortified, too, by other arguments. If the war
was to roll beyond Prome, there would be, he
wrote, the necessity for expenses far greater
than now in contemplation; and even if Ama-
rapoora should fall, which was not unlikely,
the wild, mountainous, and half unknown
regions of Burmah must be penetrated to effect
its full subjugation, and tribes like the Shans
encountered in their own highland haunts.
In risking this, eight hundred miles in length
of useless country would be hung about the
neck of the empire, all of which might be
better controlled (and if necessary, the Go-
vernor-General explained, “starved’”)' from a

! “ Burmah depends largely upon Pegu for the supply of all
its wants. Pegu is the outlet for its export, the sole channel for its .
commerce. Pegu is the storehouse, from which it draws almost ex-
clusively itssupply of articles of first necessity, rice and salt. Pegu
is the mart from which alone it can derive ngapé, or preserved
fish, an article of such universal consumption that it has almost
become a necessary food; and every other object of use or
luxury which it employs.

“In occupying Pegu at Prome, the Government of India holds
in its hand the key of the food, and of the enjoyment of Burmah.
How effectually we are therefore enabled to lock up the sup-
plies of both; the present campaign has shown. Although the
Irrawaddi has of course been less effectually stopped than it
will be by arrangements made at Prome, the effect of our partial
command over the traffic of country boats on the river has been
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point north of Prome. “I do not assume,”
wrote the Governor-General, with a candour
explanatory of many subsequent events,  to
claim the merit of being governed in the policy
I have proposed by a spirit of moderation. I
have been guided thereto by unmixed con-
siderations of the self-interest of the British
Government : any larger acquisition than the
province of Pegu was calculated, in my opinion,
to be injurious to this government. For that
reason I have opposed, and still deprecate it.””
Attempts may be made, he thinks, to effect
an arrangement by treaty; and if the Burman
court will in the end accept nothing but war,
“war it must be.” But, satisfied with the
actual possession of Pegu, the Governor-General
counsels no such announcement in the letter
to be sent to the capital. These representa-
tions, put in the home-thrust manner of the
best political dialectics of the Viceroy, and

most severely felt. Setting aside as exaggerations, the state-
ment made by the natives, that the Burmese foree near Prome
were reduced to feed ‘“on ponies and plantain stalks,” we have
positive proof that they and the population have been reduced
to great straits; for the fact has been authenticated through
several channels, that two months ago the Lasket of rice, whose
price was usually half a rupee, was then selling at five rupees.

“ With such a power as this in our hands, the Burmese will
not be likely to provoke its exereise. If peace be observed, their
usual supplies will be permitted to pass. But if we should be
harrassed in our possession of Pegu, the traffic will be stopped,
as an instrument of most effectual blockade ; even though the
stoppage must necessarily be detrimental to our own subjeets
and to our revenue for the time.”
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supported by his Council, were not resisted by Chap. XVI.
the Secret Committee. Lord Dalhousie had

his way, and it was, as usual, the wisest. Pegu

only was to be annexed, and the annexation
recognized by treaty, if possible; if not, accom-

plished without it.

Therc was still, however, a little more Capture of
fighting to be transacted before negotiation of igg:’;;‘:;?
that semi-serious kind, peculiar to the whole enemy.
war. The city of Pegu, which had been won
from the Burmese by the Karens, but only
held by them for a week, was a dangerous
point to leave unoccupied after the advance
to Prome. An expedition was therefore de-
spatched up the Pegu river, which found some
four or five thousand troops in garrison. As
usual, the pagoda was the citadel of the town,
which was also, as usual, defended by a wall
and ditch. The Madras and Bengal Fusiliers
together waded through the mud, and stormed
the terraces of the temple, of which, after
receiving one volley of musketry, they be-
came the possessors. A garrison of 400 men,
under Major Hill, was put into Pegu, and this
force afterwards sustained, perhaps, the most
creditable and difficult contest of the campaign.

On the 27th of November, a large number of
Burmese surrounded and endeavoured to storm
the pagoda, and were beaten back only by
great exertions and sustained valour. Some
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guns and ammunition were thrown into the
position, and a detachment of Sepoys; but on
the 9th of December a letter, rolled up in wax,
and stuck under the armpit of a Burman,
reached General Godwin with the unwelcome
news that the little garrison was closely in-
vested, and had fired away almost all its cart-
ridges. A reinforcement of 240 men sent to
the place, returned without being able to enter.
Meanwhile, Major Hill, embarrassed at first with
2,000 Peguese and their families, and with 216
carts-full added tothem since the original attack,
had made most skilful provisions. He stockaded
a space round the pagoda for his trembling
allies, and brought the carts inside it for their
temporary dwelling-places. From the day that
this arrangement was completed till that on
which General Godwin delivered the place, a
body of 6,000 Burmese hung constantly upon
the stockade. The fact, too, that cover was
plentiful close to the embrasures made a sur-
prise easy, and helped to keep the garrison un-
comfortably alert. On the 13th December the
Burmese attempted a resolute coup-de-main,
and were with the greatest difficulty repulsed ;
the British soldiers fighting with their bayonets
side by side with the Peguese cattle-drivers.
On the 14th the garrison was succoured.
General Godwin landed on that day with 1,200
men,and executing one of thoseflank movements
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which the Burmese seem never to have foreseen Chap. XVI.
or comprehended, he drove the enemy right
and left into their jungles, with a loss on his
own side of a dozen killed and wounded.
Praise in a despatch has not often been better
earned than that awarded to Major Hill for *the
wonderful way in which he managed to save
the Peguese.”” His position had been like that
of a caravan attacked by wolves, with a-herd of
helpless cattle to defend. To chastise the
enemy still more General Godwin moved out
after them some days subsequently; but after
standing once, behind a stockade of teak beams,
just long enough to let the Sikhs' cross swords
with them, they scattered over the country,
and the last real fighting of the campaign was
finished.

On the 20th of December, 1852, the pro- annexation
clamation was issued, annexing Pegu to British %fefegu,
India; and at the same time the Governor-jgss
General draughted a treaty of peace, and a

! Lord Dalhousie, in his private letters, makes great pets of
these Sikhs, whose volunteering for service in Burmah was indeed
a striking event.

¢ They are jungle cavalry,” he writes to Godwin, “ and will
therefore suit. I hope the Sikhs will please you, if they
get a chance, and do honour to me who recommended them.
Some years ago I got one of their regimental caps, which is a
Glengarry bonnet, made for me, and I believe they half consider
me to belong to their corps. I told their commanding officer to
remind them of it, and I think they will go ahead. Lord help
the Burmese that come across them, if they do, for they are
bloody fellows.”
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letter to the King of Ava. The haughty sen-
tences of the proclamation ran thus:—

“ The Court of Ava having refused to make
amends for the injuries and insults which
British subjects had suffered at the hands of
its servants, the Governor-General of India in
council resolved to exact reparation by force of
arms.

“The forts and cities upon the coast were
forthwith attacked and captured. The Burman
forces have been dispersed, wherever they have
been met; and the province of Pegu is now in
the occupation of British troops.

“The just and moderate demands of the
Government of India have been rejected by the
king. The ample opportunity that has been
afflorded him for repairing the injury that was
done has been disregarded; and the timely
submission, which alone could have been effec-
tual to prevent the dismemberment of his king-
dom, is still withheld.

“ Wherefore, in compensation for the past,
and for better sccurity in the future, the Go-
vernor-General in counecil has resolved, and
hereby proclaims, that the province of Pegu is
now, and shall be henceforth, a portion of the
British territories in the East.

““ Such Burman troops as may still remain
within the province shall be driven out. Civil
government shall immediately be established,
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and officers shall be appointed to administer Chap. XVI.
the affairs of the several districts. '

“The Governor-General in Council hereby
calls on the inhabitants of Pegu to submit
themselves to the authority, and to confide
securely in the protection, of the British Go-
vernment, whose power they have seen to be
irresistible, and whose rule is marked by justice
and beneficence. |

“The Governor-General in Council, having
exacted the reparation he deems sufficient,
desires no further conquest in Burmah, and is
willing to consent that hostilities should cease.

“But if the King of Ava shall fail to renew
his former relations of friendship with the
British Government, and if he shall recklessly
seek to dispute its quiet possession of the pro-
vince it has now declared to be its own, the
Governor-General in Council will again put
forth the power he holds, and will visit with
full retribution aggressions which, if they be
persisted in, must, of necessity, lead to the total
subversion of the Burman State, and to the
ruin and exile of the king and his race.”

The letter was equally imperious, and the
treaty simply proposed, ““if the king’s consent
could be obtained,” peace and friendship for
ever between the Honourable East India Com-
pany and His Majesty the King of Ava, embrac-
ing certain formal articles, and leaving blanks in
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someof them for theboundariestobe agreed upon
by commissioners. These were to be General
Godwin and Captain Phayre—the last being
appointed to the civil charge of the new pro-
vince. But at this juncture a very fortunate
disaster befel at the Ava court, and one which,
from time to time, supplies the place, with
these barbarous and despotic governments,
of votes of “mno confidence” and changes of
ministry. The peace party found itself strong
enough to revolt, with the heir-presumptive at
its head, the half-brother of the king. His
majesty was seized in the palace, and confined
to the congenial but inglorious retirement of
his women’s apartments; and this revolution
drew all the Burmese generals, with their
troops, to the capital. It ended in the acces-
sion of the revolutionary prince, and the ascen-
dancy of peaceful counsels at Amarapoora. On
the 5th of April the Burmese commissioners
met those of Britain with a ceremony marked
by all the display possible on cach side. But
it came to nothing; for whereas the Governor-
General had proclaimed the annexation of Pegu,
his representatives were instructed to ask a
frontier nearly 100 miles farther northward
and eastward. The Woonghees were prepared
to cede the old kingdom of Pegu, but not all
their teak-forests and richest territory besides.
They would have yielded the line from Prome to
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Tonghoo, but not more, at least without a very Chap. XVL.
indignant struggle. It would be harder than
ever to justify the war after .what transpired
at this conference, for the new king’s envoys
offered to pay all the expenses of it, if he might
so escape the shame of losing any territory.
But this idea of sending in the bill was no
longer in our programme, and the discussion
terminated, while the king withdrew the powers
he had given to the Woonghees. Time went on
tediously till July, 1853, when, by a tacit sub-
mission, the Burmese court accepted events,
and assented to, rather than declared, peace.
Two war-boats came down to General Godwin,
bringing letters from the king to the Governor-
General, couched in terms as amiable and
oblivious as if peace had been concluded for a
year. It was thus that this proud but impo-
tent government affected to forget rather than
forgive the war; but they granted no treaty,
and the British Governor-General was con-
tented to do without it. Many who peruse these
pages must also know those which relate the
subsequent mission of Captain Phayre to the new
king, to attempt the filling up of this hiatus.
The mission resulted in a sumptuous and inte-
resting work, once or twice quoted here, dedi-
cated to the Governor General, and honourable
to the inquisitiveness and conversational powers
of the gentlemen engaged on this useless
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errand. But though the Burmese monarch
showed himself polite, philosophical, and peace-
ful, he was not- business-like, and Lord Dal-
housie’s annexation of Pegu was confirmed by
no treaty.

On the 8rd of August General Godwin em-
barked for Calcutta, and the force was broken
up. It has not been possible to pronounce the
second Burmese war one just in its origin, or
marked by strict equity in its conduct and issue ;
but the words addressed to this fine old soldier
by Lord Dalhousie were, in his sense at least,
certainly deserved. ¢ Your service,”” writes the
Governor-General, in a private note, “will be
more justly appreciated when ignorance and
malignity have exhausted their efforts.” Tt is,
indeed, astonishing to the quiet student of this
period that Godwin should have been the object
of attacks so virulent in the English press. If it
be a sin to attain three-score years and ten, the
general deserved the unremitting abuse showered
on him by certain organs; but if to bring to
that age as much vigour, courage, and invention
as belong to the best years of life, and to employ
them, along with the forethought and wisdom
of grey hairs, sincerely and singly for the well-
being of his troops and the success of his enter-
prise, then we were all Major-General Godwin’s
debtors. It is hard to pick out a single step
that he could have taken to secure the issue
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sooner or more completely; while his govern- Chap. XVI.
ment of his troops, and his care of them, was,
beyond doubt, the explanation of much of the
difference between 1825 and 1852-3. It would
be a great mistake, of course, to hold that, be-
cause General Godwin did bis duty well and
thoroughly, sexagenarians should be chosen as
a rule to lead British troops ; but surely, on the
other hand, the examples of Condé and others
show that grey locks may mask an unextin-
guished spirit and undimmed capacity, as green
leaves may sometimes sprout from an old trunk.
Godwin differed from his great superior upon
certain questions, and much mutual ill-feeling
at one time existed in consequence ; but, as it
turned out, the advance was made quite early
enough to fill the hospitals, and, made earlier, it
would have choked them. No one questions the
courage of an English general; but this man
fought an unpopular campaign, with what
must appear singular ability and judgment,
and received for it the most persistent abuse.
That this abuse was for a purpose rather than a
principle would appear from the fact that, when
its real object was attained, the old soldier was
no longer the mark for every barbed arrow of
blame. He himself did not live long to medi-
tate upon the offence of doing his duty. Burmah
had cost him his last few years of life, and he
died at Simla, on the 26th of October, in
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the year of his return from the pagodas of
Pegu.

These incidents are but twelve years old, and
the historian’s labour might therefore fitly cease
with narrating them. He cannot tell to what
eventual issues so aggressive a stroke of policy
may lead ; in what wars it may hereafter involve
us on far orient frontiers ; to what strange coun-
tries it may lead us; in what manner the un-
relenting Nemesis of all human actions not per-
fectly pure will some day display itself. He
must judge by present knowledge; and, so
judging, Lord Dalhousie appears to have added
here a splendid province to the empire, and an
unbroken line to its sea-board, at the price of
what may be called ¢ diplomatic injustice.”
The series of acts by which this war was made
inevitable would not pass muster at the council-
tables of Europe. No king in Europe could
appeal in vain to an international congress
against arbitrary and offensive steps like those
by which the envoys of Lord Dalhousie forced
war upon His Majesty of Ava. Arrogantas the
offending court was, there seems reason to be-
lieve that it was bent on securing peace,—with
as much show of dignified delay as possible,—
had not theking’s vessel been seized at her moor-
ings and submission been thus made to appear
degradation in the eyes of subjects who obey
only what they see is feared. But this is not
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the age when the rights of kings are so delicately chap. XVI.
regardedas that such aquestion should begin and
end with the throne, which Denmark has found
out. Theold theory that the people and the land
are the property of the sovereign, and that a
personal injury is done when he is dispossessed
of them, has gone out of date. 'With the events
of the French Revolution and the Italian war
divine right may be said to have passed into
the limbo of ancient superstitions, except where
it lingers in the fatuous brain of a pipe-clay
king. 'We must rather ask if an outrage has
been done upon the people; whether popular
desires and popular rights have been contemned
and violated, when we examine any such abrupt
change of boundaries. So judged, the phrase
of ¢ diplomatic injustice” applied to ILord
Dalhousie’s act exhausts all that can be said
against it. It annexed a country that met us
half-way with the wish for annexation, and
made British subjects of a people who rose
everywhere on our behalf, before they were well
assured of our protection. The strongest evi-
dence shows that Pegu fell willingly into the
golden circle of our power, and enough has been
said of the behaviour of the Rangoon bazaars
after the storm, and of the revolt at Pegu, to
prove this fact. If such friendliness on the
part of the Peguese did not inspire Lord Dal-
housie’s conduct at first, which we dare not
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assert, it goes far to justify his annexation;
for that measure was welcomed by a peaceful
and industrious people, as transferring them
from a detestable tyranny to the really benefi-
cent sway of the British. Subsequent events,
too, have confirmed the choice of the Peguese ;
and certainly not shown our acquisition of their
soil to be anything but profitable to them as well
as to us. The revenue of the country has sur-
passed what -we expected ; its population has
remained contented and prosperous; and the
Court of Ava, busy enough with the Shans and
Yunnan marauders on its eastern and northern
frontiers, has been none the less friendly for
want of one of those documents so much prized
by diplomacy, and so little regarded by it in
the West or East, when interest ceases to up-
hold their maintenance. The annexation of
Pegu was a salutary thing done questionably.
That is the harshest verdict that can fairly be
pronounced ; and if it be urged, as it may be,
that a great right can never justify a little
wrong, History retires, having nothing further
to say in defence of the Governor-General.
She can only contemplate with perhaps a dan-
gerous sympathy, the action of her great in-
struments in these mixed human actions, of
which the world is ever ready to reap all the
benefit, and to disown the responsibility. That
we are masters over the splendid valley of the
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Irrawaddi and of the eastern riviera of the Bay Chap. XVL.
of Bengal ; that Arracan and Chittagong are
safe from Burmese dacoits, as well as American
and French ambition; that in the mutiny we
had a depét of troops so near and yet so ex-
ternal to the seat of rebellion that we could
draw our first British force from it in the hour
of peril, and send thither to linger and die,
after its suppression, our grey-haired enemy the
last of the Great Moguls—all this is due to
Lord Dalhousie. If we enjoy all the advantage
of the act, we must take our share of its blame ;
and seeing that this chiefly consisted in a few
offences against etiquette and royal rights, it
may perhaps be borne without much fret of
conscience.
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CHAPTER XVII.

Trae wars of the Marquis of Dalhousie have
been now narrated, with the annexations to
which they led. Following the march of the
armies set in motion by his powerful will, this
imperfect chronicle has recounted how the Pun-
jab and Pegu, two great kingdoms, were added
to the British empire; and lingered overlong,
perhaps, on the curious spectacle of religions
and races so different, provinces so wide apart
in position and character, made to fall under
the embracing shadow of our power. Desiring
to judge of those achievements in a spirit free
at once from impertinent cavil at a grand
statesman, and from the too easy tone of mo-
dern morality, it has pronounced the assumption
of the Punjab an inevitable and justifiable
step, and the annexation of Pegu, rather tech-
nically, than morally or practically, open to
question. In both cases, were it not suspicious
to press that argument too much, a successful
administration has vindicated the Viceroy’s
measures, answering one class at least of
his accusers with the evidence of contented
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peoples and prosperous lands. And tried, as has Chap. XVIL
been said, by that touchstone, the rebellion,
these additions to the territory of British India
cannot be found fault with on the score of
policy ; on the contrary, they were, each in its
degree, safe and undisturbed depdts of the
power by which the English raj shook off a pre-
mature fate. So far as these provinces were con-
cerned,theyresembled,indeed, thosestout branch
roots which the Indian fig-tree sends down to the
ground, and which are often seen sustaining the
foliage and fruit when the parent trunk is weak
and shaken. But a new group of annexations
has now to be reviewed, about which it would be
very bold to say as much. Whoever can totally
disconnect the conduct of Lord Dalhousie
towards Sattara and the Mahrattas, towards the
Nizam and Nana Saheb, towards Jhansi, Nag-
pore, and Oudh, from the great mutiny, must be
either very blindly devoted to the good name of
this statesman, or imperfectly acquainted with
the particulars of each case, and the effect
which each had, and could not fail to have, on
the only part of Hindoo society that attends
to such things. In three of these instances,
Sattara, Nagpore, and Jhansi, the Governor-
General not only terrified the native governing
class throughout India with the spectre of a
resistless centralization, but struck at the root
of Hindoo religion and cut out of Hindoo law
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its highest and gentlest enactment. But it will
be time to speak of each act in turn as it arises,
and to briefly trace, when all have thus been
recalled, the conjoined influence of them as
regards 1857. Enough to preface here, that
the narrative passes now out of the quiet waters
of facts to be recounted, to enter a stormy sea
of political moralities, whereupon the character
of Lord Dalhousie as a just man is yet tossed.
But to judge him a great Governor, it is enough
only to notice the circumstances of this accu-
sation. The charges are read against him from
a golden roll of empire; kingdoms are flung
in his teeth; and provinces made articles of
impeachment. For his condemnation we must
to a certain extent arraign ourselves, since if he
“ conveyed” these jewels of the Oriental empire
from their rightful owners, it is in the crown of
England that they still glitter, and this country
that has played the ¢ receiver.”

In the case of Sattara it is necessary to
retrace the annals of his viceroyalty back to
their commencement, for Lord Dalhousie had
been but few months in India when the first
opportunity was offered, in the case of this state,
of adding to the dominions which he governed.
Sattara is a beautiful Hindoo city under
the shadow of the Mahabuleshwar hills, close
by the fountains of the sacred Krishna,
the capital of the renowned Mahratta king-
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dom, the metropolis of the great robber- Chap.XVIL
chief of India, Shivaji. Pertaub Shean was
the lineal descendant of that kingly freebooter,
and by right of heritage therefore the lord of
the Deccan, with its wide hill-circled plains and
towering fortresses. Few fairer lands are looked
upon by the sun than that which stretehes off
the edge of the western Ghats south and north
from Guzerat to Canara, the cradle of the bravest
and manliest people in India, and a chief seat of
her antique and copious learning. No valleys
are fairer than those of the Beema, Neera, and
Krishna, on whose banks the dark-stemmed aca-
ciasgrow thickly,their lightgreenfoliage clouded
with gold blossoms, and herds of antelopes
pasturing beneath them in the tall river grass.
Of this country Pertaub Shean was titular Rajah,
but the usurping Brahmanical dynasty of the
Peishwah had reduced the power of his family to
a shadow. Afterwards the English ascended the
Ghats, came into contact with the Peishwahs,
and defeated Bajee Rao, the last of their number,
in the great battle near Poona. Before this, how-
ever, the throne of Shivaji was restored to them
at Sattara to counterpoise the influence of the
Brahmans, and a treaty was concluded between
the re-established rajah and the English.!

'““ArTICLE 18t.—The valiant English Government on its part
agrees to give the country or territory specified to the Government
or Stateof his Highness Maharaja Chuttreputtee (the Rajah
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Chap.XVIL. Much hangs upon this treaty, and it should
therefore be noted that all its language seems
that of a convention between equals; for it
would have diminished the influence of the
restored court to treat it with the language of
patronage, and this seems almost studiously
avoided. Furthermore, the wording of the arti-
cles reinforce the notion of sovereign equality,
and of sincere establishment of rights in per-
petual succession according to Hindoo law. His
Highness is called “ Chattra putti,” that is to
say, ‘“ a Lord of the Chattra,' or Yak’s tail,”
the conventional emblem of Hindoo royalty.
The words in the original for  sons, heirs, and
successors’’ are Persian vocables and phrases,
the first implying an own son, the next an-
swering to the idea of an adopted son,’
the third applicable to ¢ assigns,” representa-

of Sattara). His Highness Maharaja Chuttreputtee and his
Highness's Sons and Heirs and Successors (meaning a Regency,)
are perpetually (i. e., from generation to generation) to reign in
Sovereignty over the Territory. On account of this, these (i. e.,
the Treaty and Territory) are given.”
! Compare the passage of the “Hitopadesa” in my own trans-
lation :—
¢ What but for their vassals,
Elephant and man,
Swing of golden tassels,
‘Wave of silken fan ;
But for regal manner
Which the Chattra brings,
Horse, and foot, and banner,
‘What would come of kings P”
Book of Good Counsels, p. 48.
, The equivalent in Mahratta being * dutt pootra,” i, e.,

adopted son.
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tives, or a regency. The word “perpetuity’’ also, Chap.XVIL.
sudodit, could not have been rendered stronger ;
for the vernacular implies ‘“for ever,” ¢ as
long as the sun and moon endure.” Upon this
document, then, the new sovereignty was esta-
blished ; and it is difficult to see how an in-
strument could better assure to a Hindoo prince
the rights and the various modes of succession
common to Hindoo thrones. This treaty was
signed in 1819. In 1839, twenty years after-
wards, the Rajah Pertaub Shean was accused
of plotting against the English Government, in
intrigue with the Government of Goa, tam-
pering with the allegiance of native officers,
and conspiring to the same freasonable end with
the exiled Rajah of Nagpore. It is enough to
say at this date that without pronouncing the
prince guiltless, nothing could be weaker than
the indictments against him. The witnesses
against the rajah plainly and cumbrously per-
jured themselves, the Viceroy of Goa disowned
the plot, and declared the letters exhibited to
be forgeries. As for the Rajah of Nagpore, an
officer, who is mentioned here with deep respect,
as one whose parliamentary virtue adds lustre to
his Indian service—Colonel Sykes—found that
Moodhajee Bhoslay of Nagpore was living upon
alms at the time in a small court yard at Goud-
pore, and could hardly furnish therefore the
25,000 lacs said to have been arranged for as
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Chap. XVIL the price of treason.! It is not pleasant, in-
deed, to dwell upon the circumstances of the
dethronement, so discreditable were they. The
rajah begged for a fair trial, but got none. A
secret courtyof inquiry accepted the charges as
proved, while the authors were actually with-
drawing them, and Pertaub Shean was deposed.
He was taken from his palace in the night,
carried eight miles out of the city, and placed
in a cattle hut. Nearly half a million of gold,
silver, and jewels were found in his palace, and
escheated ; and his brother, Appa Saheb, was
declared Rajah, the old treaty being confirmed
verbatim towards him and his heirs, with a new
preamble, by which it was notified that the
British Government ¢ had no views of advan-

! Sir J. C. Hobhouse, a late President of the Board of
Control, expressed his total disbelief of the Goa charge in the
following words, taken from a speech delivered by him in Par-
liameant on the 23rd of June, 1842 :—

“ The honourable member has also accused me of believ-
ing that the Rajah of Sattara was about to bring 30,000
Portuguese from Goa to invade British India. Where the
honourable member learned that I know not, but there is not
a word of truth in it. As President of the Board of Control I
knew that these charges were brought against the Rajah of
Sattara, but to say that I believed them is what the honour-
able gentleman has not the slightest foundation for saying.”

Yet on a previous occasion the same Sir J. C. Hobhouse,
utterly disbelieving as he did the principal charge against the
ex-Rajah, declared that he would never allow the Rajah to siton
the Gudee again; that he would support the Government of
India right or werong, and put a stop to these *turbaned gentle-
men” (alluding to certain native emissaries of the ex-Rajah)
filling London with their appeals.
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tage and aggrandizement.” To have selected Obap. XVIL
the brother at all seems to convey an indirect
recognition of the rights of the family, which
were afterwards set at nought ; but this need not
be pressed. The royal brothers died in the years
1848 and 1849 respectively, each childless, and
each having very formally and duly adopted,
according to the Shastra of the Hindoos, a “dutt
pootra,” or son of adoption. The language of
Pertaub Shean’s will' implies much doubt as

! Translation of a Yad, memorandum or paper, written as
will or testament, made by his Highness Shreemun Maharaj
Khetri Koorawataus Rajey Shree Pertaub Shean Maharaj
Chuttraputtee, the Rajah of Sattara, now at Benares.

“ The Government of Bombay having in the most despotie,
cruel, and unjustifiable manner driven me from my throne and
country, exiled and confined me for the last six years to a place
the unhcalthiness of which is undermining my constitution, so
as to have reduced me to a state of extreme debility, and to
render the tenure of my life altogether uncertain, I have deter-
mined that in the event of my decease, my wishes to the fol-
lowing effect may be made known.

“ Having no sons by either of my wives, I have adopted, ac-
cording to the custom practised in our Hindoo religion, as my
son and heir, Trimbukjee Rajey Sisoday Bhoslay, the son of my
kinsman, Bulwunt Rao Rajey Sisoday Bhoslay. This adop-
tion has been acquiesced in by his mother, Gunawuntabai, to
whom the choice of adopting another son in his place has been
given.

“It is my wish that on my death he, Trimbukjee Rajey
Sisoday Bhoslay, may succeed me in my right to my kingdom,
throne, property (private and public), titles, and in everything
appertaining to my rank, station, and person. . . .

* Hereafter, if I may have any son or sons by my surviving
wife, he, my own son, shall be my lawful and principal heir,
according to the provisions in this will or testament in all
respects ; and my will is that my adopted son, the said 'Irim-
bukjee Rajey Sisoday Bhoslay, may live under and assist my
said own son according to our brotherly custom, and that my said

VOL. II. 1
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Chap. XVIL to the recovery of his rights, but none of his
adopted son’s title to succeed to them. Appa
Saheb also, upon his death-bed, named an
adoptedson to be his heir,sending for the boy out
of a poor but kindred family; and his funeral pile
was lighted by this very lad. Thus the “ gadi”
was vacant by death ; but if there could be any
question at all about suceession to it, it should
have arisen between the adopted cousins, and, in
their absence, between the many collaterals, of
whom Mr. Frere, the Sattara Resident, wrote
that “no one would think his claim sufficiently
strong to be put in competition with that of an
adopted son of either the late rajah or his
brother ; because all other relations, who might
otherwise be claimants, believe both adoptions
to be regular. But there are many who might
have asserted their claim,had no adoption taken
place, and who may possibly assert it now,
should they hear that both adoptions are inva-
lidated ; and any of them, as far as I can judge
of the facts of the case before me, would, were
other competitors, save the British Govern-

own son, agreeably to our forefathers’ rules and regulations,
may be a protector to my aforesaid adopted son, Trimbukjee
Rajey Sisoday Bhoslay, as his legal brother. If I may never
have any sons by my wife, my said adopted son, Trimbukjee
Rajey Sisoday Bhoslay, is to be my lawful and legal heir as
aforesaid. . . . . .
“ Done at Benares, 10th October, 1845.
(Signed) “ Rasam Serxa Hustaxnu Knup Prrraun
SHEAN MATARAIAH CHATTEAPUTTEE.”
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ment, out of the field, be able to establish a Chap. XVII.
very good primd facie claim in any court of

justice in India to be the rajah’s heir by blood,

as against the British Government, in its cha-

racter of heir to all who die leaving no natural

heirs of their own; which appears to me the

only character in which our Government can,
consistently with the treaty, lay claim to the

Sattara state.”

This was the position of affairs at Sattara in
1848, when the Marquis of Dalhousie asked
himself-—and answered in the negative—the
question ‘ Is the British Government bound, as
a matter of right and justice, to recognize one
of the lads adopted, as being actually the
successor of the late rajah, and heir to the
throne of Sattara P’ ]

To those but slightly acquainted with Hindoo Lord Dal-
society by residence in its midst, or even to ?ﬁg‘fﬁiﬁeﬂ'
those whose knowledge springs from the most Sattara, and
cursory study of their religion or perusal of ;gi;&:ffn
their laws, to dwell upon the right of adoption India.
and its practice must seem like trifling. ¢ He
goeth not to Swerga” (heaven), the Hindu
proverb runs, “who planteth no tree, diggeth
no well, and leaveth no son.”” But in the East
to be childless is even more common than else-
where, because early marriages and vicious ex-
cesses are too unhappily the rule and not the
exception, and children are hard to rear. Yet
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Chap. XVII. if the Hindoo leaves no heir to his name and
line to apply the torch to the “gouri” at his
burning, to sprinkle the water of lustration,
and to lead the pious “shradh’’ or ceremony
of commemoration, his soul must wither in
the worst torments of *“Put” for long ages,
unabsorbed and undelivered. 'With masses
the Romanist smooths the way of escape for the
souls of his co-religionisfs; and, by a not un-
graceful similarity of idea, the pious offices of
a son, or one appointed to represent him,
achieve the same for the spirit of the dead
Hindoo. Deep under both beliefs—as also be-
neath that obligation to ¢ scatter dust,” if not
to give formal burial to a Latin or Greek corpse
—lies the beautiful faith, that the affections of
the living and of the so-called “ dead,” still act
and react upon each other,” are still necessary,
are still ordained, are still claimed. Thus, a
Hindoo who has no male child is entitled or
enjoined, like the Roman under Justinian’s
code, to the ‘jus adoptandi,”’ the right of
taking “any he will” for son. 'With Orientals,
however, the right is, as now explained, also a
duty, and one of the most imperative kind ;
the object of adoption being altogether re-
ligious, rather than domestic. The ‘ super-
stitious” Dbelief is, that certain ceremonies

1 ¢ Pulveris exigui jaetu.'—HORACE.
 Cf. Aristotle, Ethic. Nich, upon the interest taken by the
“ dead”’ in the affairs of the living.—Ch. x., Bk, 1.
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performed by a son, can alone deliver the soul Chap. XV11.
of even the purest and most virtuous of parents
from one of the direst quarters of purgatory :
so that where no natural-born son exists, a son
must be and is constantly adopted from the
same tribe as the parent. The favourite cousin,
nephew, or other relation is invariably thus
chosen among the Mahrattas, even when such
a step is no way necessary to secure to him the
succession to property to which without be-
coming adopted heir he would have succeeded as
heir-at-law. It is a common error to suppose
that adoption is a remedy for lack of heirs.
Adoption is merely a selection from among
possible heirs of one individual as heir, which
he becomes in virtue of his election to the
religious position of a son.

So important is the rule, and so complete the
privileges, filial and of the family, which its
observance assures, that the case of one dying
without opportunity or time to take this pre-
caution is provided against. His widow then
undertakes the selection, and other remedies
are established for other cases. In all instances,
as was justly pleaded against this very seques-
tration, the word ¢ heir,” when used in India,
means either an heir of the body, or an ““heir”’ by
adoption. Both are equally ““rightful” heirs,
and it is, indeed, difficult to convey to English
minds the reality of the relationship created
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Chap. XVIL by the tie of adoption. Except in regard to
marriage and the collateral descent of property,
the paternal relation ceases to exist between
the adopted son and his natural father, and
the son belongs exclusively and entirely to the
adoptive father.'

Such is the law and such is the custom
throughout India, and it is the respect we had
shown for these laws and usages which, in the
eyes of the natives, served hitherto in some
degree to mitigate the invidious character of
foreign domination. Such, too, was the law of
the State of Sattara, for the rajah’s own father
was thus adopted in 1777. Indeed, the im-
portance attached to adoption by the Mahrattas
is shown by the instance of two Dbrothers,
whom the British Government successively re-
cognized as descendants of Sevajee, and invested
with the sovereignty, having inherited their
position and influence over the Mahrattas as
chiefs of the family through two successive
adoptions. The line of Sevajee twice failed,
and the father of the last two rajahs was only
remotely connected by blood with the founder
of the empire. The British Government itself,

! A well-known case from the Legislative Code may illus-
trate this: A. and B. were brothers. A. had two sons, C. and
D.; B. was childless. B. adopted one of A.'s sons, C., and
soon after the son remaining with A. (viz., D.) died. Under
these circumstances, C. could not succeed to A. as his son, but
only as his nephew, through A.’s brother B.
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in truth, had so thoroughly recognized the Chap. Xvir,
right, and supported it in the case of other
Hindoo principalities, that actually there were
many more successors by adoption in the
Hindoo royal houses than by direct descent, at
the time that this universal privilege was
denied to the Rajah of Sattara. Duét pootras,
or adopted sons, had succeeded to the throne of
Scindia at Gwalior, of Holkar at Indore, of
Pawari at Dhar, and twice successively to that
of the Bhonslays at Nagpore. Among the
minor rajahs, chiefs, and zemindars the case
was notoriously the same; and down to the
lowest ranks of the people, the graceful cere-
mony of adoption, with its attending transfer
of name, home, and duties, was an every-day
occurrence in every Hindoo community, the
brother’s son being usually chosen.’ But
Lord Dalhousie had very early written, “I
take occasion of recording my strong and de-
liberate opinion, that, in the exercise of a wise

! By Hindoo law, there is a prohibition against any other
being adopted if available, although he may be at the time an
only son. The Vyuvuhara Muyookhu, a work more followed in
Guzerat, declares that a person who is about to adopt a son
should take “the nearest kinsman to the adopter, among whom
the nearest of all is the brother’s son, for if among several
brothers one of them have @ sor born, Menu pronounces them
all fathers of a male child, by means of tkat son.”

The Mitackshara, another still more celebrated work on in-
heritance for Upper India, has a commentary on Menu, and
states, that he intended Zo prokibit the adoption of others, if
there is a brother’s son to be adopted.
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Chap. XVIL. and sound policy, the British Government is

Disregard
of this law
openly ex-
pressed by
Lord Dal-
housie.

bound not to put aside or to neglect such right-
ful opportunities of acquiring territory or re-
venue as may from time to time present
themselves, whether they arise from the lapse
of subordinate states, by the failure of all heirs
of every description whatsoever, or from the
failure of heirs natural, where the succession
can be sustained only by the sanction of the
Government being given to the ceremony of
adoption according to Hindoo law.” The death
of Appa Saheb seemed to afford the first occa-
sion for carrying this maxim into practice, and
the Governor-General flatly recommended that
course to the Directors. He wrote, The
words ‘heirs and successors’ must be read in
their ordinary sense, in the sense in which they
are employed in other treaties between states.
And in the absence of all evidence or reasonable
presumption, founded on known facts, or on
some special wording of the English instrument
in favour of a wider interpretation, those words
cannot be construed to secure to the Rajahs of
Sattara any other than the succession of heirs
natural, or to grant to them the right of adopt-
ing successors to the rajah without that sanc-
tion of the sovereign state, which may be given,
or may be withheld, and which, by ordinary and
invariable practice, is necessary to the validity
of such an act of adoption by the prince.”
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- Now it is true that the Sovereign or Su- Chap. XVII.

zerain had the right—a right of formality—to

confirm the appointment of an adopted son of

the vassal; but then it was never exercised to

forbid adoption. This was well understood,

and thus there is but one point grateful to

dwell upon in the matter, which is that the

Court did at least waver before it decided ; yet The Court of

in January, 1849, it responded in these terms: s 4

accept his

«The result of our deliberation is, that, con- view.

curring with you in opinion, we are fully satis-

fied that, by the general law and custom of

India, a dependent principality, like that of

Sattara, cannot pass to an adopted heir without

the consent of the paramount power; that we

are under no pledge, direct or constructive,- to

give such consent, and that the general interests

committed to our charge are best consulted by

withholding it. The pretensions set up in

favour of the adopted son of the ex-rajah being

wholly untenable, and all claims of collaterals

being excluded by the fact that none of them

are descended from the person in whose favour

the principality was created, the ex-rajah, Per-

taub Shean, it follows that the territory of

Sattara has lapsed by failure of heirs to the

power which bestowed it, and we desire that it

be annexed to the British dominions.” AL B
Thus fell Sattara to British India, with the on the An-

banks of the Dbeuutiful Neera and Bheema gif::;zn e
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Chap.XVIL rivers, and the fruitful uplands of the Mahabu-
leshwar spurs,—a rich but not a lawful prize.
These pages have nowhere shown too delicate
a regard for ‘¢ divine right,” nor is this the age
when, as against the necessities or will of
peoples, it ean be at all upheld. But Govern-
ments are bound to respect Governments while
their subjects accept them, and if Pertaub
Shean had been deposed for misconduct, Appa
Saheb, at least, was our faithful friend. He had
been also an admirable ruler :—he had, on all
accounts, been conspicuous for charity, and left
noble records of his taste and munificence in
public works, as, for example, the bridges over
the Krishna and Yunna. The fact that while
the British Government was spending one half
per cent. of their income on public works, Appa
Saheb spent eight per cent. of his annual re-
venues, speaks volumes; while the abolition of
the Sati' eeclebrations proves him to have
been both bold and enlightened. But let per-
sonal matters be left untouched when the ques-
tion is one of right : there is no argument that
extenuates or exaggerates injustice. What
right, then, had we to annex Sattara? There
is no accusation that the people were oppressed

! Sattara was one of the first native states to abolish Sati.
The measure was a completely voluntary aet on the part of the
rajah, adopted in compliance with the well-known wishes of the

British Government, but not suggested to his Highnees by the
Resident or any one else.
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under the throne which we recognized and Chap. XVIL
maintained, as in the case of Oudh. There is
but one plea urged, in fact, in the minute of
the Marquis, and but one employed in the reply
of the Court, which is, that Sattara was a subor-
dinate state, and Calcutta the paramount power.
Those are the phrases used by Lord Dalhousie
and his merchant masters, and justification for
both must depend upon their accuracy. But if
Sattara was a subordinate state in the sense of
possessing rights inferior to those enjoyed by
Scindia and Holkar, what was the meaning of
the Company’s own proclamation, dated 1818 ?
“ The Rajah of Sattara,”” it ran, * who is now
a prisoner in Bajee Row’s hands, will be re-
leased, and placed at the head of an independent
sovereignty of such an extent as may maintain
the rajah and his house.” What was the
meaning of the terms and titles of independent
sovereignty, almost laboriously heaped upon
the new rajah, in Mr. Elphinstone’s treaty ?
There are no answers to this question that can
quite satisfy a mind which refuses to confound
expediency with principle. But abandoning
such a position, which must perhaps be done
in the days when treaties are laughed at
even in Burope, the technical ground of an-
nexation is still too narrow for our national
honour to stand upon. Appa Saheb’s son by
blood, it will be conceded, would have had an
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absolute right of succession (had such a per-
sonage existed), even against a ‘ paramount
power,” and why not his ‘ heirs and succes-
sors,” then? Yet granting that a paramount
power, in the lack of such a claimant, had right
to bar the adopted son, the next heir to Appa
Saheb—adoption not occurring, or not being
recognized—by the English, Hindoo, Maho-
medan laws, and by the law and usages of every
civilized people, would have been Balla Saheb
Senaputtee, next blood relative to the rajah.
But the Court echoed the Governor-General in
barring this claimant and all the other colla-
terals as not descended from the ex-rajah, in
whose favour the principality had been created.
Why, then, have confirmed, in every phrase and
word, to Appa Saheb, the treaty with Pertaub
Shean ? Were all other privileges transferred
except the privilege to have successors? History
searches anxiously for a satisfactory rejoinder
to this: it seems to leave the Marquis and the
Court in the dubious position of employing one
gross injustice to defend another. By raising
Appa Saheb to the throne, we recognized colla-
terals directly after the deposition of Pertaub
Shean,—otherwise why elevate him specially?
—and we rejected them directly after Appa
Saheb’s death. How was such conduct con-
sistent? The adopted son of Pertaub was not
adopted during his father's reign, and we were
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not therefore bound to acknowledge him ; but Chap. XVIL
with regard to the ‘“dutt pootra” of Appa
Saheb, if charters were to stand, we were bound
to recognize him." If rules constrained us, we
were bound,’—if custom and prescription were
to exist, we were bound,—if opinion was to
weigh, we were bound,—if policy, we were
bound,’ and granting the very disputable claim
of the “paramount power’’ to refuse consent,
we were, still under obligation, rejecting the
adopted heir to have owned a collateral. Re-
luctantly, and with shame for an act which
cannot and will not be now reversed, this is the
one conclusion to which candour and veracity
must conduct men.

Such was the first of these annexations, I}llelatiint of

g . this act to

which are charged as causes of the mutiny; and y,o mutiny.
it has been necessary to dwell with some tedi-
ousness upon its features, because they will

! Vide charter from the Crown granted to the United Com-
pany of Merchants Trading to the East Indies, 21 George III.
cap. 70, sect. 18 :—*“ And in order that regard should be had to
the civil and religious usages of the said natives, be it enacted,
that the rights and authorities of fathers of families and masters of
families, according as the same might have been exercised by the
Genti (7.e., Hindoo) or Muhammedan law, shall be preserved to
them respectively within their said families; nor shall any acts
done in consequence of the rule and law of caste, respecting
the members of the said families only, be held and adjudged a
crime, although the same may not be held justifiable by the laws
of England.”—33 Geo. III. cap. 42—52.

2 To refuse consent to adoption on the part of a paramount
power entails by Hindno creed 6000 years of hell,

At least Mountstuart Elphinstone constantly maintained
the advantage of a native state at Sattara.
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Chap. XVIL recur presently. But for the conduct of the
Collector of Sattara, Mr. Rose, during that
red year 1857, it would have been harder to
question some connection between them and
rebellion, so far as the dominion of Appa
Saheb was concerned. Conspicuous talent and
courage, however, presided at Sattara, and
foiled the plot with which the very ground
there was undermined. But that an extensive
conspiracy was afoot to restore a Mahratta
dynasty, and that Sattara was its centre, were
facts well known to those in authority, and
afterwards made notorious by the spectacle of
executions upon the maidan, and by the arrest
an<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>