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PREFACE

TO

THE FIRST EDITION.

Tue Memoir now presented to the public was prepared
by two of Dr W aucu’s friends resident in Scotland. Its
object is to delineate a character richly marked by the
image of Christ, to record the leading incidents of a life
devoted to goodness, and to present an example whose
excellence demands that imitation to which its beauty
allures.

The facts detailed are such as fell under the observa-
tion of the writers, or were communicated to them from
respectable sources. Among the persons whose valua-
ble communications have enriched this Work, justice
and gratitude require that the Rev. GeorceE BurpER of
Fetter Lane, the Rev. GEorcE CoLLisoN of Hackney, the
Rev. Dr Morr1son of Brompton, the Rev. Dr PuiLir of
the Cape, and A. CuaLmERs, Esq. of London, should be
especially mentioned. The thanks of the compilers are
also due to THomas PrincLE, Esq., Secretary to the Anti-
slavery Society, not only for his able editorial superin-
tendence of the Work during its progress through the
press, but also for some most judicious alterations and
additions, which his frequent and recent intercourse with
the members of Dr W auch’s family has enabled him to
introduce.

The letters inserted in this Memoir will be found
peculiarly interesting, from the views which they give
of Divine truth and duty, the scenes they describe, the
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incidents they detail, and the qualities of heart which
they so delightfully exhibit. Other specimens of Dr
Wavucn’s talent for letter-writing, fully equal to any
of these could have been given : but that which charms
in friendship cannot in all cases be rendered interesting
or suitable for the public.

For the deficiencies of this Work the candid will find
an apology in the distance of the writers from the scenes
of Dr Wauen's life, and in the impossibility of doing
full justice to services so extensive and to qualities so
various. To the good of all parties it is affectionately
dedicated, for he was the common friend of the pious of
every name ; and at the feet of that Saviour it is laid,
to whose grace their venerable friend ascribed so piously
all that he did and all that he enjoyed, and in whose
service he was faithful to the death.

JAMES HAY, A. M. Kinross.
HENRY BELFRAGE, D. D. Falkirk.
March 1, 1830.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

I~ presenting a Second Edition of this Work, the writers
cannot repress the expression of their high gratification
at the favourable manner in which the public has been
pleased to receive the First; the rapid sale of which
evidences the deep interest felt by the wise and good
in the memory of Dr WaucH, and excites the hope of
the extending influence of his spirit and example.

In this Edition will be found some additional letters
and anecdotes, illustrative of the combined cheerfulness
and piety of his character, and some further passages
from his pulpit discourses, exhibiting more fully the light,
beauty, and fervour of his teaching as a master in Israel.



PREFACE
TO

THE THIRD EDITION.

It is gratifying to the surviving Author of this Memoir,
that, after two large and high priced London Editions
have been for some time entirely exhausted, a Third
Edition, in consequence of an arrangement with the
present respectable Publishers, is about to issue from
the press in Scotland, Dr W auch’s native and beloved
land, where his memory is still tenderly cherished, and
to be sold at such a moderate price, as will put it in the
power of every class of readers to profit by that example
of fervent piety, and expansive benevolence, for which
he was eminently conspicuous. It may be proper to
mention that, from the relinquishment on the part of
Dr Wauca’s family of all pecuniary advantage in this
Edition, it will be sold at one half the price of the for-
mer ones, though printed verbatim from the Second,
with which they are so well satisfied, that they have
agreed that nothing shall be added, and nothing sup-
pressed.

Although but a few years have elapsed since the
publication of the Second Edition, two highly respected
individuals who took a deep interest in the preparation
of the Work, are, alas ! no more :—Dr BELFRAGE, my
highly esteemed fellow-labourer and my bosom friend
for nearly half a century, who, by his excellent and
Jjustly popular works, has bequeathed a rich legacy to
the religious public ; and Mr Tromas PrINGLE, the able
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and faithful superintendent of the First Edition, when
it passed through the press, who, by his Sketches on
South Africa, his poems, and his unwearied exertions
to break the fetters of the slave, has gained an honour-
able name among those benefactors of the human race,
who have distinguished themselves in the great cause of
civil and religious liberty. The present writer must
also soon close his eyes on this transitory scene, and he
cherishes the humble but cheering hope, in regard to
those dear relatives and friends, in whose society he has
spent many of his sweetest and most profitable hours,
that he will meet them again in that world, where death
never enters, and where all the children of the same
common family shall ever be with one another, and
ever with the Lord.

JAMES HAY, D.D.

Krxgross, December G, 1833.



LINES

TO

THE MEMORY OF THE REV. DR WAUGH.

WHOR’ER thou art whose eye may hither bend,
If thou art human, herc behold a friend.

Art thou of Christ’s disciplest He was one
Like him whose bosom Jesus leant upon.

Art thou a sinner burthened with thy grief 1
His life was spent proclaiming sin’s relief.

Art thou an unbeliever ! He could feel

Much for the patient whom he could not heal.
Whate’er thy station, creed, condition be,

This man of God has cared and prayed for thec.

Do riches, honours, pleasures, emile around ?
He would have shown thee where alone is found
Their true enjoyment—on the Christian plan
Of holiness to G?d and love to man.

Are poverty, disease, disgrace, despair,

The ills, the anguish to which flesh is heir,

Thy household inmates 1 Yea, even such as thee
He hailed as brothers of humanity ;

And gave his hand and heart, and toiled and pled,
Till nakedness was clothed and hunger fed ;

Till pain was soothed, and even the fiend Despair
Confeseed a stronger arm than his was there.

And ye far habitants of heathen Jands,
For you he raised his voice and stretched his hands ;
And taught new-wakened sympathy to start
With generous throb through many a British heart ;
Till wide o’er farthest oceans waved the sail
That bade in Jesus’ name the nations hail,
And Afric’s wastes and wildered Hindostan
Heard the glad tidings of * good will to man.”
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Such was his public ministry. And they
Through life who loved him till his latest day,
Of many a noble, gentle trait can tell,
That as & man, friend, father, marked him well :
The frank simplicity ; the cordial flow
Of kind affections ; the enthusiast glow
That love of Nature or his Native Land
Would kindle in those eyes so bright and bland ;
The unstudied eloquence, that from his tongue
Fell like the fresh dews by the breezes flung
From fragrant woodlands ; the benignant look
That like a rainbow beamed through his rebuke—
Rebuke more dreaded than a despot’s frown,
For sorrow more than anger called it down ;
The winning way, the kindliness of speech,
‘With which he wont the little ones to teach,
As round his chair like clustering doves they clung—
For, like his Master, much he loved the young.

These, and unnumbered traits like these, my verse
Could fondly dwell upon ; but o’er his hearse
A passing wreath I may but stop to cast,
Of love and grateful reverence the last
Poor earthly token. 'Weeping mourners here
Perchance may count such frail memorial dear,
Though vain and valueless it be to him
Who tunes his golden harp amidst the seraphim !

1827.
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MEMOIR

OF THE

REV. ALEXANDER WAUGH, D.D.

CHAPTER L

Parentage of Alexander Waugh. Character and mode of life of Scot-
tish husbandmen of olden times. Change of manners. His parents
and their family. Education of Alexander for the ministry. His
early days. Earlstoun. Parochial Schools. Stitchell. Rev.
George Coventry. Course of University education prescribed by
the Secession Church. Prosecation of his studies at Edinburgh—
at Haddington, under the Rev. John Brown—and at Aberdeen,
under Doctors Campbell and Beattie. Misgivings respecting his
fitness for the ministry. Receives license, and proves highly ac-
ceptable as a preacher. Rise of Wells Street congregation, Lon-
don. Rev. Arch. Hall. Ordination and settlement of Mr Waugh
at Newtown. Competing calls from London and Edinbprgh, and
his final appointment to the charge of the Wells Street songregation.

ALEXANDER WAUGH was born on the 16th of August, 1754,
at East Gordon, a emall village in the parish of Gordon,
Berwickshire. Thomas Waugh and Margaret Johnstone,
his parents, belonged to the class of small farmers, who for
some centuries were the cultivators of the soil throughout
every part of Scotland ; and who, being generally considered
by their landlords as the hereditary feudatories of their fami-
lies, were accustomed to succeed each other from father to son,
with nearly as little variation as the proprietors themselves.
This valuable order of husbandmen, who constituted a very
considerable proportion of the population, was, at this period,
of the third generation in descent from the Covenanters, who
A
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lived towards the latter end of the seventeenth century; to
whom their country owes a deep debt of gratitude, for their
pious zeal, their patient sufferings, and their severe, long -pro-
tracted, and ultimately successful struggle with a despotic
and persecuting government. Like their ancestors, whose
memory they warmly cherished and venerated, besides being
zealous Presbyterians, they were distinguished by frugal
habits, simple manners, and an ardent regard for evangelical
doctrines. In addition to a regular and exemplary attendartce
on the public ordinances of divine worship, they faithfully
performed the exercises of devotion in their families, and la-
boured, with patriarchal diligence, to instil into the minds of
their children and domestics the principles of sound doctrine
and a holy life. The strict and regular observance of the
duties of family religion, appears to have been one chief cause
of the high eminence in scriptural knowledge, in sobriety of
manners, as well as in every domestic virtue, for which the
northern part of Great Britain was then justly celebrated.
The patriarchal simplicity of manners which, about the
middle of last century, so especially characterized Scottish
husbandmen, was calculated, in a high degree, to foster deep
affections, and a sober but manly earnestness both of principle
and deportment ; and it may be fairly stated as one of the
happy privileges of the Secession Church, that so large a num-
ber of its ministers have sprung from this virtuous and valu-
able order of men. On this latter account, as well as with a
more immediate reference to the subject of the present memoir,
we shall endeavour to give a brief description of the mode of life
and household discipline of a Scottish farmer of former days.
It is a sketch from early recollections of scenes long gone by—
“ When old simplicity was yet in prime ;

For now among our glens the faithful fail,

Forgetful of their sires in olden time :

That gray-haired race is gone, of look sublime,

Calm in demeanour, courteous, and sincere ;

Yet stern when duty called them, as their clime,

When it flings off the antamnal foliage sere,
And shakes the shuddering woods with solemn voice scvere.”
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The habitation of a Scottish husbandman in the southern
counties, sixty or seventy years ago, was generally a plain,
substantial building, holding a middle rank between the re-
sidences of the inferior gentry and the humble cottages of the
labouring peasantry, The farm-house, with the small win-
dows of its second story often projecting through the thatched
roof, occupied, for the most part, the one side of a quadrangle,
in which the young cattle were folded ; the other three sides
being enclosed and sheltered by the barns, stables, and other
farm offices. A kitchen-garden, stocked with the common
potherbs then in use, and sometimes with a few fruit-trees,
extended on one side, sheltered perhaps by a hedge of boor-
tree or elder, and often skirted by a few aged forest-trees ;
while the low, thatched dwellings of the hinds and cottars
stood at a little distance, each with its small cabbage-garden,
or kail-yard, behind, and its stack of peat, or turf fuel, in
front.

An upland farm, of the common average size, extended to
about four or five hundred acres, partly arable and partly -
pastoral, and usually employed three or four ploughs ; and the
master’s household, exclusive of his own family, consisted of
six or seven unmarried servants, male and female. The mar-
ried servants,—namely, a head shepherd, and a Aind or two
(as the married ploughmen were termed),—occupied cottages
apart ; as likewise did the cotters, who were rather a sort of
farm retainers than servants, being bound only to give the
master, in lieu of rent, their services in hay-time and harvest,
and at other stated periods. The whole, however, especially
in remote situations, formed a sort of little independent com-
munity in themselves, deriving their subsistence almost ex-
clusively from the produce of the farm. The master’s house-
hold alone usually amounted to fifteen or twenty souls ; and
the whole population of the farm, or onstead, to double or
treble that nuraber ;—a number considerably greater, perhaps,
than will now be commonly found on a farm of the same ex-
tent,—but maintained with much frugality, and always in-
dustriously occupied, though not oppressed with labour.
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Little of the jealous distinction of ranks which now sub
sists between the farming class and their hired servants, was
then known. The connexion between master and servant had
less of a commercial, and more of a patriarchal character.
Every household formed but one society. The masters (at
that time generally a sober, virtuous, and religious class,)
extended a parental care over their servants, and the servants
cherished a filial affection for their masters. They sat toge-
ther, they ate together, they often wrought together; and
after the labours of the day were finished, they assembled to-
gether around the blazing fire, in the “ farmer’s ha',” convers-
ing over the occurrences of the day, the floating rumours of
the country, or ¢ auld warld stories ;" and not unfrequently
religious subjects were introduced, or the memory of godly
men, and of those who, in evil times, had battled or sufferéd
for the right, was affectionately commemorated. This fami-
liar intercourse was equally decorous as it was kindly,—for
decent order and due subordination were strictly maintained.
It was the great concern of masters and mistresses, when
new servants were required, to obtain such as were of sober
and religious habits : if any one of a different character got
in, his dismissal, at the first term, was certain. Servants.in
those days never thought of changing masters, unless some-
thing occurred which rendered the change indispensable.

At ordinary meals, the master (or good-man, as he was
termed), took his seat at the head of the large hall table, the
mistress sitting on his right hand, the children on his left,
the men-gervants next in station, and the maid-servants at
the bottom,—one of the latter serving. The use of tea was
then unknown, except in the houses of the gentry. Porridge
was the constant dish at breakfast and supper; at dinner
broth and meat, milk, cheese, and butter. Twice in the year,
exclusive of extraordinary occasions, there was a farm festival,
in which every inhabitant of the place partook ; namely, the
kirn, or harvest home, at the close of autumn, and the cele-
bration of the new year. On these occasions, an abundant
feast of baked and boiled cheered the heart of the humblest
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labourer on the land, and was closed with decent hilarity by
a cheerful beaker or two of home-brewed ale.

But the religious order of the family was the distinguish-
ing trait. The whole household assembled in the hall (or
kitchen) in the morning before breakfast, for family worship,
and in the evening before supper. The good-man, of course,
led their devotions, every one having his Bible in his hand.
This was the stated course even in seed-time and harvest :
between five and six in the morning was the hour of prayer
in these busy seasons.

On Sabbath all went to church, however great the distance,
except one person, in turn, to take care of the house or
younger children, and others to tend the cattle. After a late
dinner, on their return, the family assembled around the mas-
ter, who first catechised the children, and then the servants.
Each was required to tell what he remembered of the reli-
gious services they had joined in at the house of God ; each
repeated a portion of the Shorter Catechism; and all were
then examined on heads of divinity, from the mouth of the
master. Throughout the whole of the Sabbath, all worldly
concerns, except such as necessity or mercy required to be
attended to, were strictly laid aside ; and nothing was allow-
ed to enter into conversation save subjects of religion.

These homely details may perhaps seem, at first sight, cal-
culated to corroborate, in some respects, the exaggerated no-
tions which prevail in England respecting the religious auste-
rity of the old Presbyterians ; and readers, looking exclusively
to the strictness of their discipline, their alleged ¢ proscription
of all amusements,” the limited education, the want of books,
and, above all, the want of refinement, which, according to
our modern notions, might be expected to be the necessary
result of familiar association with menial servants,—may
possibly picture to themselves a state of society altogether
clownish, melancholy, and monotonous. Yet this would be
a very false estimate of the real character and condition of the
old Scottish tenantry.

The life of the husbandman and his dependants, in those
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days, was so far from being unenlivened by mirth and enjoy-
ment, that there was in truth much more real enjoyment than
is now often to be witnessed. They had more leisure to be
merry than their descendants, and there was, in reality, no
proscription of innocent amusements. Spring and autumn
were the only seasons that required very arduous labour in
the old system of husbandry; and then those seasons came
round with an air of more festivity, had more of a heart-
stirring aspect about them, and their toils were encountered
with a more grateful alacrity, than in our days of regular ro-
tations and improved machinery. At other seasons of the
year the labours were comparatively light. The winning of
peats and hay, ewe-milking, sheep-shearing, the dairy, and
the tending of the flocks and herds, chiefly occupied the jo-
cund days of summer. In winter their leisure was still greater,
and their enjoyments not less diversified. Field sports were
eagerly followed in the intervals of labour, or when frost and
snow had stopped the progress of the plough; nor were
the peasantry then restrained from such hardy amusements
by the enforcement of demoralizing game laws. At other
times, the grave good-man would toss down to his sons and
servant-lads the foot-ball or the Zitticat, and bid them take a
bout to warm their youthful blood. And in the long winter
evenings, when scated around the fire, harmless mirth and
jocularity pleasantly alternated with more serious and in-
structive conversation ; nor did any puritanical sourness for-
bid the recitation of the old romantic border ballads and
legends, or the singing of the sweet pastoral songs, of which
both the poetry and the music were, like the broom and birch
of the braes around them, the spontaneous and unsophisticat-
ed growth of their own beautiful country. And thus, with
scarcely any books of amusement, without any games of
chance, without stimulating liquors, and without ever see-
ing a newspaper, our simple ancestors managed to beguile
their hours of leisure and relaxation cheerfully and innocently ;
and, on the whole, perhaps quite as rationally, if not quite
so elegantly, as their more bustling and ambitious offspring.
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Amidst the manifold improvements of more recent times
(the value of which, in some respects, we are far from deny-
ing), it may yet be considered very questionable, whether all
that has been abandoned of former manners has been equally
well replaced, and whether even our progress in knowledge
and refinement has not been but too dearly purchased by the
sactifice of qualities still more valuable.

This brief outline (for it is nothing more) of a state of ru-
ral society which many of our older readers must have wit-
nessed in their youth, though few vestiges of it now remain,
may perhaps to some persons seem here unnecessary or mis-
placed ; but, besides our desire to present to English readers
a picture, sketched from real life, of the lovely simplicity of
the olden day, we think that it will scrve as a key to much
of what is most interesting in the subject of this memoir ;
for in a household somewhat similar to the one we have de-
scribed, were spent the early years of Alexander Waugh ;
and to the influence of such scenes upon a heart of no ordi-
nary sensibility, may be fairly ascribed many of the most
valuable, as well as delightful, traits of his character.

Towards the latter end of the last century, a new state of
things commenced in Scotland, which has greatly changed
both its external condition and the manners of the people.
The introduction of manufactures into the towns and villages,
by raising the price of labour, greatly ameliorated the out-
ward circumstances and comforts of the operatives ; but this
sudden flow of worldly prosperity, accompanied, as it neces-
sarily was, by the promiscuous intercourse of numerous bo-
dies of people thus brought into close collision, and inter-
mixed with persons of doubtful or licentious character, pro-
duced a baneful effect upon the religious habits and good
morals of this class of the population. About the same pe-
riod, the small farmers were almost entirely superseded in a
number of the agricultural counties by an improved system
of husbandry, which, together with a more considerable ca-
pital, and greater economy of labour, required a wider ficld
of operation ; and which, by affording a higher rent, offered
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a strong inducement to the landholders to let out their pro-
perty in more extensive farms. Many of this new class of
farmers, who, by their skilful enterprise, were soon raised to
a state of wealth and independence, instead of walking in the
steps of their predecessors, by regularly worshipping God in
their families, and cultivating sober and pious habits, made
it their chief ambition to imitate or outstrip the worst extra-
vagances of their superiors, by indulging in every species of
luxury and dissipation, of vice and impiety. And if it be
true, that evil communications corrupt good morals, the ex-
amples of such masters must have been followed by most in-
jurious consequences, not only to their own families, but also
to their servants and dependants, and all who came under
their influence.

The bitter fruits produced by this new state of things soon
began to manifest themselves, particularly in the neglect of
the duties of domestic devotion, for the observance of which
our fathers had been eminently distinguished. The great
disregard of this sacred service, of such vital importance for
preserving tho fear of God in the hearts of the rising genera-
tion, has been accompanied, step by step, by scenes of pro-
faneness and vice, which would have caused the men of a
former generation to tremble. Notwithstanding our Sabbath
schools, and the numerous and zealous exertions made in
every part of the country to communicate salutary and use-
ful instruction to the young,—exertions to which there is
nothing parallel in any preceding part of our history,—
crimes, instead of being diminished, appear to be still on the
increase ; and the calendars of our justiciary courts are stain-
ed by a multiplicity of daring and enormous acts of wicked-
ness and depravity, committed by young delinquents.

In such a discouraging aspect of matters so vitally con-
nected with the best interests of the country, every pious
and well-constituted mind will be disposed to ask with
anxious alarm, What will the end of these things be?

The following observations, by a celebrated divine, appear
to us deserving of most serious consideration, and by no



IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY RELIGION. 9

means irrelevant to the objects of the present work :—* The
public state of religion in the world must entirely depend on
the care bestowed on the cultivation of it in private families.
If the nursery be neglected, how is it possible that the plan-
tation should prosper? Such as the families are of which
congregations, churches, and kingdoms, are composed, such
will be the flourishing or decayed state of religion in these
larger communities ; and consequently it is as clear as noon-
day, that the disregard shown to God in our households is
the fatal source of that amazing corruption of manners in the
preeent age, which almost every one pretends to lament, but
almost none sets himself in earnest to reform. Would you
put a stop to abounding iniquity, and promote the cause of
God and religion, begin at home, and let your Maker have
that honour in your families to which he is entitled.”*

The subject of this memoir has left an interesting account
of the moral worth and fervent piety of his parents; and it
gives us pleasure to remark, that in those holy and auspicious
days of Scottish history, there were few towns, or villages,
or glens, in the lowland counties, where persons of similar
character were not to be found.

« My father was an industrious and kind parent. He
was, 1 believe, an upright Christian before God, as he was
confessedly a just and honest man before the world. He
had been nominated to be an elder by Mr Bell, minister of
Gordon, in the Established Church ; but declined to accept,
both from the modest sense of his inability, and from a set-
tled disapprobation of the violent measures in the planting
of ministers in vacant parishes by lay patronage, which were
at that time employed by the ruling party in the General
Assembly. These sentiments led him to countenance the
public-spirited steps of the first ministers who stated a se-
cession from that ruling and overbearing party. He united
with the congregation of Stitchell and Morebattle in calling
the Rev. Mr Hunter to be their pastor. Afterwards he
joined in the call to the Rev. Mr Coventry to be minister of

* The Rev. Robert Walker of Edinburgh.
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Stitchell ; and continued to walk, to the time of his death,
with that church, in all the ordinances of- the Lord blame-
less.

« He worshipped God in his family regularly morning and
evening ; and on the Lord’s day examined his children in re-
gard to their acquaintance with divine truth. He took them,
whenever they were able to go with him, to the house of
God, and endeavoured to form their minds to the love of
piety. 1 owe every thing, under God, to his piety and af-
fection : by the former he was led to devote me to God in
the service of his Son ; and by the latter, to lay out a consi-
derable part of his substance for my education for that ser-
vice.”

In addition to these ¢ short and simple annals,” extracted
from Dr Waugh's private diary, we may add, that to the
habits of devotion, more particularly, which characterized
his father’s house, he frequently, in after-life, reverted with
the most lively feelings of grateful delight. IHe was wont
often to quote the striking expressions used by his father in
family prayer, and in expounding the Scriptures to his house-
hold,—including, on occasions of special solemnity, the hinds
and cottars, with their assembled families. Iie mentioned,
that when his father happened to be from home, the family
devotions were conducted by his mother,—as, at that time,
indeed, was the practice generally observed by religious mis-
tresses of families. Of the impressions made upon his young
heart by these sacred services, and by other congenial scenes
of domestic piety, Dr Waugh would often talk to his own fa-
mily, in after-years, with tears in his eyes ; and to the puri-
fying and soul-ennobling influence of such scenes, not a little
of the simplicity, tenderness, and moral elevation of his own
character, may be clearly traced. The most marked peculi-
arities of his habits of thought and feeling were evidently
formed, at a very early age, under his father’s hallowed roof,
and in the pastoral seclusion of his native moorlande. The
substratum of character (if we may so express ourselves),—
at least where it possesses any natural depth,—is laid proba-
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bly at a much earlier period of life than most persons are
aware of ; and though the surface may be afterwards mould-
ed and modified, as manners are superinduced, and the mind
carefully cultivated, or allowed to run to waste, ¢ like an un-
wecded garden,” yet the intrinsic qualities of the intellectual
soil, and the peculiar flavour of its fruits, are, in most cases,
subsequently susceptible of but little substantial alteration.

Concerning his mother, Dr Waugh has left the following
account :—* Piety and meekness, and the tenderest regard
for the happiness of her children, formed the outline of her
character. Born of eminently pious parents, Alexander
Johnstone, farmer in East Gordon, and Elizabeth Waugh,
her mind at an early period was formed for the love of good-
ness. Through life she maintained the character of a godly,
modest, and inoffensive woman. Her devotions were regu-
lar and fervent : the law of kindness to all was on her lips ;
bnt towards her children her affection was uncommeonly
strong, and her religious principles directed her affection into
the path of tender solicitude about their eternal welfare. By
prayer, by exhortation, by example, and by many tears, did
she study to advance our knowledge of the true God, and
Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. She had herself experi-
enced the sweetness of unaffected godliness, and was greatly
concerned that her children might also taste and see that the
Lord is gracious.”

A warm-hearted and prudent mother will exert almost un-
limited influence over her children during the first six or
eight years of their life,—a period of all others when the
heart is most susceptible of deep and lasting impressions.
The divine Author of our frame hath thus, in his infmite
goodness, furnished a pious mother with efficient means of
moulding the tempers of her children, and implanting in
their tender minds those principles of piety and virtue which
will excite them to every thing great and excellent in con-
duct, and prepare them, as immortal beings, for the high
destinies of a never-ending existence. She will lead her ten-
der and interesting charge to the feet of the good Shepherd,
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and £ill their glowing bosoms with high admiration of his
condescension and grace, by reminding them, that when pa-
rents brought their children to him whilst he sojourned on
earth, he laid his hands on them and blessed them ; and that
now, when he is exalted to the skies, he still promises to ga-
ther the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his bosom.
Solomon frequently adverts, with great tenderness, to the
pious counsels of his mother. Timothy appears to have been
instructed, when a child, by his mother and grandmother, in
the knowledge of the Scriptures ; and it would be difficult to
find an instance of children brought up in the fear of God
and the love of the Saviour, while their mother showed no
marked solicitude to cherish a life of piety in her family.

¢ Delightful task! to rear the tender thought,
To teach the young idea how to shoot,
To pour the fresh instruction o’er the mind,
To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fix
The generous purpose in the glowing breast.”

What an incalculable blessing to the church,—what a glo-
rious prospect of the revival of religion,—to behold our young
females, amidst all the amiable and useful accomplishments
which adorn their sex, engraving the words of Solomon on
the frame and temper of their hearts,—¢ Favour is deceitful,
and beauty is vain ; but a woman that feareth the Lord, she
shall be praised !” Few men have attained to high eminence,
either in science or in religion, who have not expressed deep-
felt gratitude for the example, and counsels, and prayers of
an affectionate and pious mother; and in the case of Dr
Waugh, this grateful feeling was strikingly manifested. It
were injustice to her memory not to record most prominently
the reverential affection with which ke ever spoke of the cha-
racter of his mother. It was his delight to breathe into the
ears of his own children the story of her piety and kindness;
to her he looked back, even at the age of threescore years and
ten, with all the humility and fondness of a child ; and when,
nearly forty years after her death, he heard the summons is-
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sued that was to gather him to his fathers, his filial texider-
nees, as will be seen at the closing account of his life, even
then prompted the wish,—that his pillow could have been
softened by the hand of his mother, and his heart refreshed
and strengthened by her prayers ! —thus recommending on his
death-bed the performance of that duty to which he was ever
so anxious to direct the attention of the young,—‘ Honour
thy father and thy mother.”

The laudable exertions of this excellent parent, in the re-
ligious education of her children, were followed by a rich
recompense of reward. With a mind constituted like hers,
she tasted the sweetest of all pleasures, in beholding her
three children give satisfactory evidence of fearing God from
their youth.

Elizabeth, her only daughter, experienced in her childhood
- the fulfilment of God’s gracious promise,—* They that seek
me early shall find me.” She was equal to her mother in
tender sensibility, in ardent piety, and in the faithful dis-
charge of every Christian and domestic duty, as a wife, as a
mother, and as a friend. She had a numerous family of
children, towards whom her heart yearned with all the kindly
affections ; but her chief and deepest solicitude was ever oc-
cupied about their eternal interests, in her estimation infinitely
more important than to see them in possession of thousands
of gold and silver: they were indeed children of many pious
counsels and fervent prayers. Her dying chamber was like
the gate of heaven. The affections of her heart seemed to
be altogether overpowered whilst contemplating the unsearch-
able riches of sovereign grace, and telling the members of her
family, and her Christian friends who came to visit her, what
God had done for her soul. So long as she was able to ex-
press her feelings, the high praises of redeeming love were
continually on her lips. On the evening of the 27th October,
1809, when her articulation had become so indistinct that it
was with great difficulty she could make herself to be under-
stood, the last request she made to her family was to sing
the twenty-third Psalm. Her lips were perceived to move
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all the time they were singing ; and in about ten minutes
after, she breathed her last, without a struggle or a groan, and
fell peacefully asleep in the arms of her God and Saviour.

Thomas, the elder son, who succeeded his father in the
farm, appears to have been also decidedly religious in early
life. He was a man of acute and vigorous intellect, of simple
manners, and of unbending integrity : wedded to old forms
and customs,—the only valuable effect of which was, his
sturdy attachment to the old-fashioned and scriptural notions
of the holiness of God's law, and the strictness of its moral
sanctions,—the fixedness of resolution with which he adhcred
to what he conceived to be the path of duty in his religious
concerns, as well as in his intercourse with the world, dis-
played in high perfection the tenacem propositi eirum. His
friends sometimes thought that he carried this temper of mind
too far ; but he was esteemed and respected by all who knew
him, for his pious, upright, benevolent character. The pecu-
liarities of his manner, though numerous, were perfectly in-
offensive ; and, under a rough exterior, he possessed much
kindness of heart. No two brothers could have evinced,
generally, dispositions, more striking and contrasted than did
Thomas and Alexander Waugh. The former had no strong
partiality to the barren moors of East Gordon, or to the re-
collections of Caldron-brae, any further than as these localities
afforded support to his numerous children. Two things he
loved to see,—

¢ The fleecy flocks the hills adorn,
The valleys rich with waving corn.”

Imagination formed no clement in his mental structure :
while to Alexander, on the other hand, the wild heaths, moss-
haggs, and gray stones of Gordon, were as Arcadian meads
and marble columns,—replete with beauty and poetry, and
preguant with < thoughts more deep than tears!”

His younger brother used to delight in mentioning the
following pleasing instance of fraternal affection. On setting
out from home, to attend his usual course of study at the
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University, after receiving all the money that his father
judged necessary, Thomas generally followed him to some
short distance, under pretence of taking leave, and thus found
an opportunity of putting into his bands an additional sum,
in order that his mind might be easy in regard to his future
means. In adverting to this matter afterwards, in the pre-
sence of some of the near relations of the family, he added,
that his brother never kept any account of the money thus
advanced, considering it to fall under that Scripture rule—
¢ Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.”
Through the blessing of God on his patient industry and
frugal habits, Thomas Waugh was enabled to purchase a
farm of considerable value on the banks of the Tweed, where,
in the bosom of his family, he dicd, 8th August, 1820, in
the full assurance of faith that he should have boldness to
enter into the holiest of all, by the blood of Jesus.
Alexander, who was the youngest of the family, was de-
voted by his parents, whilst yet a child, to the Christian
ministry. With many of the small farmers it was customary,
besides educating all their children at the parochial school,
to bring up one of their sons to a learned profession. To
this honourable parental ambition we are indebted for many
of the professors in our different universities, many of our
most eminent physicians, and by far the greater part of the
clergy, both in and out of the establishment, who flourished
in this part of the island during the preceding century. The
subject of this memoir continued at the school of his native
parish till nearly twelve years of age, occupied in the ordi-
nary exercises of reading, writing, and arithmetic. It de-
serves to be mentioned, that at every Scottish parochial school
a portion of the Bible was then daily read by all the scholars,
who were also required to commit accurately to memory the
Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, often with the quotations from
Scripture, or proofs, as they were called, attached to each
question. In this most perspicuous and comprehensive sum-
mary of divine truth it was imperative on the master regu-
larly to examine all the children every Saturday. Through
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the watchful and parental superintendence of the presbyteries
of the established church, these beneficial regulations are
still enforced in most of the parochial schools, each of
which is regularly examined by a committee of presbytery
every year.

As a preparatory step for the University, Alexander
Waugh was removed from Gordon school, at the commence-
ment of 1766, and sent to Earlstoun, a neighbouring parish,
the schoolmaster of which had obtained high celcbrity as a
teacher of Latin and Greek. His parents, for their station
of life, were in what might be called easy circumstances ;
and they expended with cheerful liberality a very consider-
able sum during the subsequent thirteen years, in giving him
a more finished education than most young men intended for
the ministry were then accustomed to receive.

The village of Earlstoun, where Alexander Waugh prose-
cuted his education during the greater part of the succeeding
five years (the important five years from twelve to seventeen),
lies in the very centre of that romantic region so long and
justly celebrated as the Arcadia of Scotland. The hill of
Cowdenknowes, famed in many a Doric lay, overhangs the
village on one side, whilst on another the ruins of the
Rhymer's Tower, associated with so much that is interesting
both in history and romance, are still to be seen on the ¢ pas-
toral haughs of Leader.” At a short distance, the Tweed,
after receiving the subsidiary streams of Ettrick and Gala-
water, pursues its stately course through a rich and besuti-
ful country, diversified by the picturesque hille of Eildon,
and embellished by the monastic ruins of Melrose and Dry-
burgh. These, and a hundred other scenes of old renown,
to be viewed from the Black Hill of Earlstoun or the neigh-
bouring heights, could not fail to make a vivid impression on
the heart and fancy of such a youth as Alexander Waugh ;
and doubtless contributed, in no ordinary degree, to foster
the national enthusiasm which formed so remarkable a trait
in his character, as well as to awaken the slumbering powers
of that rich poetical imagination which in after-life so often
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astonished and delighted his auditors, both in his pulpit dis-
courses, and on more familiar occasions,

The pleasing account which he has himself left, in his pa-
pers, of the scenes of Earlstoun school, will call to the recol-
lection of many of our readers  the incense-breathing morn™
of youth, when

¢ The sooty blackbird
Mellowed his pipe and softened every note,
The eglantine smelled sweeter, and the rose
Assumed a die more deep ; whilst every flower
Vied with its fellow plant in luxury
Of drees.”

« January 1, 1760, entered the grammar-school of Earls-
toun, in the county of Berwick : John Mill, master. The
providence of God directed my worthy father to send me
thither, by the good character which the schoolmaster bore,
and by its nearness to Gordon. Though the progress we
made in the Latin language was slower than what is usually
made in the grammar-schools of large towns or cities, yet the
simple and innocent manners of the place, the regard to
the duties of religion, which was universal, and the wild and
pleasing scenery of that part of the country, brought advan-
tages to my heart which in many other places were not to
be expected. I cannot recollect the manners of that happy
village, and the innocent pursuits of former days, especially
when I compare them with the far, far other manners which
prevail in London, without sighing and longing for the past.
Goldsmith has, in his Deserted Village, touched those days
with 8o happy a pencil, that it needs little more but to change
the names, to make his poem a description of Earlstoun, with
this difference, that it is not yet, and I trust never will be, a
¢ deserted village.” But Goldsmith’s minister, schoolmaster,
and publican, were the minister, schoolmaster, and publican
of Earlstoun, when I first knew it.

¢ The people of Scotland reap important advantages from
the establishment of parochial schools in all parts of the na-
tion. This, depending not on the precarious charity of the
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of the times, but on the authority of Parliament, will con-
tinue to be a source of knowledge and instruction for youth,
I trust, to late ages. By the care that is taken to make them
at school acquainted with the doctrines of the Assembly’s Cate-
chism, they are prepared for taking a respectable part in the
annual parochial examination, and fitted for understanding the
public instructions which, on every Lord’s day are given to the
people. The cheapness of education also brings it within the
reach of the poorest labourer. One shilling a quarter for read-
ing; one shilling and sixpence for reading, writing, and ac-
counts; and half-a-crown for Latin and Greek, were the stated
wages. The care which the worthy master took of us, his joy
at our proficiency, and his uneasiness at our sloth, were truly
parental. I shall reverence his memory while I live.*

* This system owes its existence to the Scottish Reformers. The
First Book of Discipline, published in 1560, by Knox and his com-
panions, contains the first suggestion: “ Seeing that men now-a-days
are not miraculously gifted, as in the times of the apostles, for the con-
tinuance of knowledge and learning to the generations following, especi-
ally for the profit and comfort of Christ’s kirk, it is necessary that care
be had of the virtuous and godly education of youth. We judge, there-
fore, that in every parish there should be a schoolmaster ; such an one
as is able at least to teach the grammar and the Latin tongue, where
the town is of any reputation.” This suggestion, aided by frequent re-
solutions, to the same effect, of the General Assemby of the Kirk, suf-
ficed for a beginning ; but the scheme did not take sufficient root till
1616, when it was enforced, with some necessary details, by an order
of the Scottish council. The order nceded a legislative sanction ; and
this it obtained, in 1633, in u parliament held during one of Charles the
First’s visits to Scotland, which added some provisions for the suppart
of the schools and the teachers. By these means the wants of the more
populous districts were supplied ; and, during the fervour of  the
covenanted work of reformation” which soon followéd, these schools
concurred with the zealous labours of the presbyters in spreading
among high and low a very fair degree of common knowledge suited to
their different ranks, and a degree of religious knowledge which would
put the attainments of the present generation, in that respect, to the
blush. The gravity of character, the intense regard to duty, the stern
zeal of the Scottish people of that age, were primarily owing to religious
sentiment ; but their susceptibility to this scntiment was owing to the
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“ On one or other of the days of January in 1767 or 1768,
it pleased God to visit me with the small-pox. Inoculation
was then unknown in that part of the country. My dear
father, on being sent for, came himself, and brought me to
East Gordon behind him on horseback, in the midst of the
snow, which lay a foot deep on the ground. To this circum-
stance it was probably owing that I had so small a number
of pustules,—little more than fifty : they were also of a good
kind. I soon recovered, and returned back to school. To
thee, the God of my life, and the length of my days, I ascribe
praise and glory for my preservation. O that the life saved
in thy mercy were ever employed in thy service!

early and general culture of their minds. The consequences to the
- civil and religious liberties of Scotland, where the first heave was felt,
and, through sympathy and connexion, to England and to Europe, it
would be difficult to over-estimate.

The atrocious endeavours of Charles the Second to extirpate presby-
tery had trodden down the system of education so closely connected
with it. Where any schools were left, teachers had intruded who were
ignorant and worthless ; and after the revolution, it was found neces-
sary, by a Scottish act, passed in 1693 (“ for settling the quiet and
peace of the church”), to ordain that every parochial teacher should be
liable to the T'rial-judgment and ecensure of the presbyteries of the bounds
for their sufficiency, qualifications, and deportment in their office ; and
by an act passed in 1696, the whole system was re-established and re-
modelled. It required a teacher to be provided in every parish, who
was to be appointed by the minister and heritors (landholders) of the
parish, with a fixed salary of not less than 100 merks (5/. 11s. 1d. stg.),
nor exceeding 200 merks (11/. 2s, 2d.) annually, to be paid by the
heritors in proportion to their valued rents, in the same manner as the
tiends or stipends of the ministers. The teacher was, besides, to have
a house and a garden, and was permitted to exact moderate fees (sub-
ject to the control of the minister and heritors) from the scholars.
Under this enactment, the parish schools of Scotland flourished for a
century. The scholars were taught reading, writing, and arithmetic,
and, if they chose, book-keeping, mathematics, Latin, and Greek. The
school was opened and closed with prayer. The books principally used
for reading were the Bible and catechisms. Each scholar, as soon as
he was able, was required, cvery morning, to repeat a part of the
Shorter Catechism, with or without Scripture proofs ; and the Saturday
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<« As I believe that a sparrow falls not to the ground with-
out the agency of Divine Providence, I think it right to pre-
serve the memory of the care of that Providence about my
life during the period of youthful rashness and inexperience.
How often was I in danger of being dashed in pieces while I
was climbing the tree, the loose fragments of old towers, and
the rugged precipice jutting out over the river! I almost
feel the trembling of my joints while I look back on these
dangers at Cowdenknowes, Rhymer’s Tower, and particularly
the Gaitheugh opposite to Old Melrose. The least slip of my
foot, or withdrawment of my hand, might have proved fatal
to my existence in this world. I never repeat these beauti-

forenoon was appropriated to a review of what had been learned during
the week, especially in religious knowledge. The only vacation was for one
month during harvest ; and, immediately before this (sometimes oftener),
the school was publicly examined, in presence of the whole presbytery.
To eke out his income, the teacher usually held other small parochial
offices. He was precentor, or clerk, session clerk (i. e. he kept the book
containing the proceedings of the minister, elders, and heritors, attended
their meetings, and kept the parish registers), collector of cess (a sort
of poor-rate), and land-surveyor for the parish ; and, for a considerable
period, men of excellent qualifications were tempted, by these various
emoluments, to become candidates for the situation. The male scholars
(for boys and girls attended the same school, though in different classes
and seated apart from each other), were thus fitted for the college at
a sroall expense ; and though few or no great scholars were produced,
yet all had enough to give their shrewd perseverance its full play.
The perfervidum ingenium Scotorum was attempered down to a firm
purpose in a rational pursuit; and the result may be seen in the
vast numbers of Scotchmen who, since the above period of 1696,
have risen to wealth, rank, and renown, in every department of active
life.

The changes that had taken place in every thing in the course of a
century rendered the emoluments of the parochial teacher inadequate,
and in the same proportion had lessened the qualifications of the candi-
dates for the office. In 1803, therefore, the British parliament passed
an act, increasing the salary; so that, for the twenty-five years next
following, it should be not less than 300, nor more than 400 merks, and
that at the end of every twenty-five years it should be augmented in
proportion to the average price of a chalder of oatmeal.
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ful lines of Addison’s, but my imagination hurries back to
the period I speak of:

¢ When in the slippery paths of youth
With heedless steps I ran,
Thine arm, unseen, conveyed me safe,
And led me up to man.

Through hidden dangers, snares, and deaths,
It gently clear’d my way ;’

O that I could add, with equal truth !

¢ And through the pleasing scenes of vice,
More to be feared than they.’

« In the midst, however, of these dangers, I was gather-
ing health, and strengthening my constitution. My school-
fellows and I were accustomed to rise in the summer morn-
ings sometimes at five o’clock, and, to the number of ten or
twenty, to visit ¢ The White Cleugh Well,’ a kind of mine-
ral spring, about a mile and a half from the village, where,
if the waters did us no signal good, we were certainly much
indebted, as somebody calls it, to the goddess of the waters.

¢ At the earlier season of the year, we were accustomed
to rise very soon also, for the important business of drawing
our fishing lines, which had been set over might in the
Leader.

« To those and similar excursions, particularly bird-nest-
ing in the country, the most pastoral and sweet that my
eyes ever beheld, and where every brae is replenished with
bushes, and every bush vocal,—is to be ascribed the good
health which our youth generally enjoy, and the enthusiasm

with which every native thinks and speaks of Leader haughs
and Tweedside :—

¢ Yes | let the rich deride, the proud disdain,
These humble blessings of the lowly train ;

To me more dear, congenial to my heart,
One native eharm, than all the gloss of art.’
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« I recollect the friendships of youth with reverence.
They are the embraces of the heart of man ere vice has pol-
luted, or interest diverted its operations. In the churchyard
of Earlstoun lies the friend of my youth. John Anderson
was a young man of the gentlest manners and of unassumed
piety. Often, when the public service of the church was
over, bave we wandered among the broom of Cowdenknowes,
and talked of the power of that Being by whose hands the
foundations of the mountains we beheld were laid, and by
whose pencil the lovely scene around us was drawn, and by
whose breath the flowers among our feet were perfumed.
On our knees have we many a time in succession lifted up
our hearts to him for knowledge, for pardon, for the forma-
tion of his image in the soul. We looked forward to the
days of coming prosperity, and fondly hoped it might please
God that, hand in hand, we should pass through life to that
world we were taught to love and aspire after. But Hea-
ven thought otherwise, and by a consumption carried my
friend to the grave in the bloom of life. I cannot, even at
this distance of time, read his letters, but the recollection of
the past overcomes my soul with weakness.

“ John Anderson had a sister : if ever piety and mildness
of soul, with most becoming softness, inhabited a female
form, it was the form of that excellent young woman.
Through solicitude about her brother, she caught his disor-
der. I hurried to Earlstoun the moment I heard of her
danger : she made an effort to rise up to receive me. ¢ My
brother, my brother, he whom you so loved, is gone! I
heard the trampling of the horses’ feet as his funeral passcd
by the door. I shall soon be with him. My God will sup-
ply all my wants out of his fulness in glory by Christ Jesus.’
Her strength was spent ;—in four days after, I held the cord
which let her down into the grave. She was buried in the
grave adjoining to her brother’s, and but ten days after his
interment. ¢ They were lovely in their lives, and in their
deaths they were not divided’ They were the boast of the
village. Their memory is still fragrant ; reproach could not
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sully their fair character ; I do not remember of an enemy
they ever had. Their religion was truly like apples of gold
in pictures of silver. Farewell, my earliest friend! I will
hold up your image to my heart, and trace on my own the
sincerity, friendship, love, and goodness of yours.”*

One of his surviving class-fellows at Earlstoun school, who
has attained to honourable distinction in his profession, has
kindly favoured us with an account of this interesting period
of his life :—* Alexander Waugh was the most active, lively
boy at the school, and the leader of all frolics. It was im-

* The above John Anderson was the brother of the late Mr Ander-
son, surgeon in Selkirk, the father of Mrs Mungo Park. With Mr
Park, who was a native of the same part of the country as himself, Mr
Waugh was on terms of great intimacy ; and when in London in 1805,
previous to his setting out on his second journey to Africa, in which he
lost his life, Mr Park, with Mr Alexander Anderson, his brother-in-
law, who accompanied him on his travels, was in the habit of spending
the greatest part of his spare time at Mr Waugh’s. Independent of
the interest taken by him in the extension of geographical knowledge,
Mr Waugh was deeply solicitous for the temporal and eternal interests
of the inhabitants of that unhappy country ; and the manner in which
they might be beet promoted upon the return of those two interesting
men from their hazardous undertaking, was by them all fondly and ar-
dently anticipated. Mr Anderson had not the appearance of a strong
man : he wanted the athletic form and well-braced nerves of Park,
whom, however, he was firm in his determination to accompany, not-
withstanding an apprehension delicately expressed one evening by Mr
Waugh, that the climate might be more distressing in its effccts upon
him than upon Mr Park, who immediately replied, with great anima-
tion, “ My dear friend, I have no fear of him ; he’s the very man for
the climate. I'll bring him back as tough as wire.” Poor fellow! he
died a very few months after they set out on their journey.

At this time, Mr Waugh became acquainted with the late Sir Joseph
Banks, who kindly and voluntarily communicated to him any intelli-
gence he received of the travellers; and when the first report of Mr
Park’s death reached this country, Sir Joseph sent Mr W, immediate
word. It may be observed, that Mr W. thought, from the first, that
there was sufficient consistency in the report, not then generally credit-
ed, to warrant him in not entertaining any hope of its being either pre-
mature or false.
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poasible to detain him at home in the mornings : he was of-
ten out before sunrise ; and the places he visited were Car-
rolside, Cowdenknowes, but more generally Gaitheugh, dis-
tant about two miles,—a steep ravine opposite Old Melrose,
for ages noted as the best cover for foxes in all the country.
When asked, on his return at breakfast-time, where he had
been, his answer generally was, ¢ I have been seeing foxy,
and hearing the linnets.” His taste for the beauties of nature
was born with him, and constituted a leading feature of his
mind. It was at Gaitheugh that, one morning, he fell from
a tree, when climbing for a gled’s nest, and lay for some time
insensible, no one being with him. In the midst of all his
rambles and frolics, he was the best scholar at school, espe-
cially in Latin, and equal to any of the other boys in Greek.
Many a time his clase-fellows exerted themselves to excel
him, but in general failed. Most of his companions rose in
after-life to respectable rank, either in the military or medi-
cal department. Here he learned to play on the violin, of
which he was very fond.”

Besides the accident mentioned by his clase-fellow, he had
nearly lost his life at Gordon, when, during one of his childish
rambles, he fell into a peat hagg, where he would have been
inevitably drowned but for the efforts of his brother Thomas,
who caught him by his clothes, and rescued him. The same
watchful eye which saved David, when a stripling, from the
paw of the lion, and the paw of the bear, and preserved him
to be the sweet singer of Israel, watched over Alexander
Waugh in his childhood and youth, and elevated him to a
sphere of distinguished usefulness in the church of Christ.
There are few who cannot recollect instances of the signal in-
terposition of a gracious Providence, when there was but a
hair’s breadth betwixt them and death. ¢ Bless the Lord,
O my soul! who hath redeemed thy life from destruction,
and crowned thee with loving-kindness and tender mercy.”

It is pleasant, amidst all the youthful sprightliness which
characterized this spirited and lively boy, to find the prin-
ciples of fervent piety deeply rooted in his heart. He read the
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Scriptures frequently and devoutly, delighted in secret prayer,
and laboured to imbibe the holy temper of Him ¢ who in-
creased in wisdom and stature, in favour with God and man.”
It is stated by one of the few surviving companions of his
boyhood, that it was their custom, perhaps in the spirit of a
very natural desire to imitate their superiors in years, to meet
together under the shade of an elder-tree, whose withered
trunk still remains, and with much decorum to conduct the
ordinary services of a prayer-meeting. On these occasions,
Alexander Waugh, being the eldest boy, generally offered up
the prayers; and it was from observing the early indications
of the opening qualities of his head and heart thus given (and
no doubt most gratefully listened to by his mother, who stood
concealed in the vicinity), that her mind was first impressed
with the desire of fitting him for the sacred ministry. We
are also informed by one of his earliest associates at Gordon,
that before he left Earlstoun school, when he was little more
than fifteen years of age, he occasionally attended a religious
society which met at East Gordon for fellowship and prayer,
in the house of James Spence, an elder of the Secession Church;
and that, even at this early period, he was marked, both by
the aged and the young, for his singularly appropriate and
interesting manner of expressing himself in prayer. Our in-
formant also recollects receiving a letter from him about this
time, in commendation of such religious societies, ¢ full of
serious thoughts and good advices.”

In 1770, when sixteen years of age, he joined the Secession
congregation of Stitchell, of which he continued a member
till 1779, when he was licensed to preach the everlasting
Gospel. The holy enthusiasm with which, in after life, he
was wont to speak of the sacramental occasions on Stitchell
Brae, will be particularly noticed in a subsequent part of the
memoir.

The congregation of Stitchell was at that period under the
pastoral charge of the Rev. George Coventry, of whom he
never spoke but in terms of affectionate veneration and gra-
titude. To mention, indeed, the name of that most excellent

B
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man, is to recall to the minds of all who knew him, every
thing in the ministerial character that was pious, kind, peace-
able, lovely, and of good report. His conversation, his ser-
mons, his prayers, all breathed the spirit of that Master who
was meek and lowly in heart. It seemed to afford him pe-
culiar pleasure to communicate information to the young from
his rich stores of knowledge. By the kindly affections of his
heart he was given to hospitality, and being in easy circum-
stances, his house became the frequent resort of ministers, and
of young men during the time of their preparatory course for
the sacred office. In this latter class he always took a very
deep interest, lending them books, directing their studies,
giving them salutary counsel, and in urgent cases administer-
ing pecuniary aid. The obscure village where he dwelt ac-
quired importance and interest, as the scene of his pious la-
bours, and works of benevolence and goodness. The writer
of these pages, after an interval of thirty-five years, still feels
his bosom glow with gratitude for the many profitable and
happy days which, during the yearly vacation from college,
he was wont to spend in his hospitable mansion, listening to
instructions which have proved more beneficial in his future
experience of life, than all the books he has had occa-
sion to peruse. He breathed out his soul at Edinburgh, 30th
June, 1795, in lively hope of eternal blessedness ; his wonted
heavenly and placid temper still beaming on his countenance.
The habitual tenor of his life formed a commentary on the
words of the apostle, whom he greatly resembled in the
leading features of his mind,—¢ God is love ; and whosoever
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.”
Before adverting to the course of study requisite to pre-
pare young men for entering on the sacred office, we may re-
mark, that in a national institution for advancing the interests
of science and literature, all possible facilities should be given
to students of every rank in society, and of every religious
denomination ; because a government increases its own sta-
bility in proportion as it augments the happiness of its sub-
jects by the general diffusion of sound and wholesome know-
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ledge. It is, therefore, to be regretted, that the two English
Universities, which have acquired such honourable celebrity,
should, by the exclusive system on which they are regulated,
seal up their precious treasures of imstruction from all who
are not members of the established church, however deserving
as subjects of the state, or eminent for their rank in society.
The continuance of this distinction, so injurious to a consider-
able part of the population, and so invidious and offensive in
itself, can only be ascribed to that jealous dislike of innovation,
which often retains the customs of a babarous age for a long
period of years after they have been generally reprobated by
every candid and well-informed mind. The Scottish Univer-
sities, happily, have no exclusive test to prevent students,
whatever be their religious sentiments, from enjoying every
literary and scientific privilege. In consequence of this
liberal system, the students for the holy ministry, from the
different bodies of dissenters in Scotland, pass through the
same course of education as those who are trained up for the
national church. This state of things has been of incalculable
advantage in elevating the character of the Secession ministers,
and, through them, of the Secession church, which constitutes
the great and leading body in a state of separation from the
national establishment. No church will maintain respecta-
bility of character, without a learned as well as a pious mi-
nistry. ¢ The priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they
should seek the law at his mouth ; for he is the messenger of
the Lord of hosts.” He whose office it is to instruct others,
should be careful to have his own mind richly stored with
knowledge, that as a scribe well instructed in the kingdom

of God, he may bring forth out of his treasures things both
new and old. Few men would be willing to employ a person
without literature and experience as a physician or a judge ;
and shall it be thought that a man destitute of such qualifica-
tions is fitted to explain the most obscure passages of Scrip-
ture, solve perplexed cases of conscience, or give such a lumi..
nous, convincing statement of an abstruse doctrine of theology,
as will satisfy the humble inquirer after truth, and impart
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peace and consolation to the troubled heart? There have
been, we will admit, exceptions to this; but these have been
extraordinary cases, which serve only to give greater force to
the general maxim. No one, indeed, has been more forward
to acknowledge than those highly-gifted individuals them-
sclves, the great disadvantage they have suffered by the de-
ficiency of their early life in literary acquirements. How
shall he who is a stranger to the learned languages, unfold the
mind of the sacred writers, by analysing the phrases of the
original, so necessary, in many instances, for elucidating the
meaning, and giving energy to the sentiment? Ilow shall
he who is not versed in general knowledge, unravel those
subtile and disingenuous sophisms by which men of corrupt
minds labour to ensnare the simple and uninformed ? or how
shall he present such a perspicuous and well-arranged ex-
hibition of divine truth as will enable the simple-hearted
Christian to give a reason of the hope that is in him, with
meeckness and fear?  There is no branch of knowledge from
which a minister may not derive advantage, and which, if
he be a pious man, he will not diligently improve, for furnish-
ing himself with new facilities to unfold the mind of the Spirit
in the Holy Scriptures.

The presbyteries of the Secession require attendance at the
University for four years before they take a young man on
trial, in order to his admission to the study of theology ; and
he is then subjected to a strict examination regarding his
knowledge in Latin, Greek, Hebrew, logic, and natural and
moral philosophy. By a late arrangement, the Synod have
appointed two theological tutors; the one to give instructions
in Biblical literature, and criticism immediately connected
with the original languages in which the Scriptures were
written ; the other to give lectures on the doctrines and
dutics of theology, and to hear and remark on the discourses
which have been prescribed to the students for fitting them
to become public teachers. The students are required to at-
tend the first of these professors two sessions of nine weeks ;
and the second, threc sessions of the same period. During
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the space of five years, which this course occupies, the pres-
byteries in whose bounds they reside are accustomed to as-
sign certain books for their perusal, on which they are occa-
sionally examined ; and to appoint one discourse, at least, to
be delivered before them every year, to ascertain what pro-
gress they have made in their studies.

Regarding the qualifications of the Secession ministers, we
may adduce the testimony of a minister of the Church of
Scotland, who, during a long public life, of more than half a
century, was respected and honoured by men of all parties
and denominations, for a sound judgment, a candid mind, a
high-toned, incorruptible integrity, and for exerting his great
influence in the settlement of evangelical ministers throughout
the country :—*¢ The candidates for orders in the Secession
have at least the means of being as well educated as the mi-
nisters of the establishment. This fact, whatever additional
strength it may give to the Secession, is of no small import-
ance to the country at large ; for, from the congregations of
eight seceding ministers, deposed by the Assembly in 1740
(adding to them the Presbytery of Relief, which sprung from
the deposition of a single individual, many years later), there
have risen up at last nearly three hundred and sixty soced-
ing meetings, which, at a moderate computation, may, iu
round numbers, contain a fourth or fifth part of the popula-
tion of Scotland.

“ When so large a proportion of the inhabitants of the
kingdom is concerned, it is at least consolatory to believe,
that they have access to instructors who are qualified to do
them justice. The doctrines now delivered in the scceding
meetings are in no essential article different from the instruc-
tion received in the established churches. Though, by being
more numerous, and always well educated, the established
clergy can certainly produce a much greater number of con-
siderable men ; it cannot be denied that, among the ministers
belonging to the Secession, there are individuals not inferior
to the most respectable ministers of the establishment; and
it ought to be in candour admitted, that their people are, hy
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a great proportion of them, as well instructed as those who
adhere to the church.”* .

In 1770, Alexander Waugh entered the University of Edin-
burgh, where he continued four sessions prior to his theolo-
gical studies. He attended the Latin class taught by Mr
Stewart; the Greek, by Mr Hunter; the logic, by Mr
Stevenson ; the natural philosophy, by Mr Russell ; the moral
philosophy, by Dr Ferguson; and in a subsequent year,
after he had entered on the study of divinity, he attended Dr
James Robertson, professor of Hebrew.

It is to be regretted, that none of his papers of this period
can be found, which might enable us to trace the gradual
developement of his mind. We have seen that, during his
attendance at the grammar-school, he was greatly distinguish-
ed for his proficiency in Latin; and this language appears to
have been always with him a favourite study. He was fa-
miliarly acquainted with the Latin classics, and particularly
with Virgil, whom he was accustomed to quote in a very
appropriate and happy manuner, and in the illustration of
whoee rich and glowing imagery, his extensive general know-
ledge and fine fancy shone eminently forth. When thus en-
gaged in the presence of the young, there was an absence of
ostentatious criticism, that removed all fear of the examiner,
combined with an exuberance of striking anecdote from an-
cient and modern history, and of playful illustration of an-
cient manners by those of our own days, which gave an in-
terest and a definite meaning to the text, that learned criticism
alone generally fails to impart. To his intimate acquaintance
with the Latin writers we are to ascribe, in no inconsiderable
degree, his fine classical taste in composition, that copia fands,
that facility of expressing his sentiments in elegant and forci-
ble language, which characterized him in future life. In re-
gard to Greek, he appears to have restricted his study of that
beautiful and copious language almost exclusively to the New
Testament, which he read with great facility, at the same

* Life of Dr Erskine, by Sir Henry Moncrieff Wellwood, Bart. D.D.
pp. 454, 455.
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time analysing the words and phrases, so as to bring forth
the meaning and beauty of the sacred writers, when expound-
ing the Scriptures, in a manner which never failed to leave a
deep impression on his hearers. In Hebrew literature he
never attained to eminence. It is perhaps difficult to explain
how the Hebrew language, in which so considerable a part of
the Scriptures was originally written, has been but little
studied in Britain ; and how we should be so greatly inferior
in this department to the Germans, who have devoted them-
selves to the diligent study of a language highly venerable,
not merely for its great antiquity, but for being the first me-
dium in which the God of heaven condescended to record the
all-important discoveries of his covenant mercy to sinful men.

Mr Waugh discovered a strong predilection for moral
philosophy, as it was then taught by Dr Ferguson; and it
appears, from the college records, that he attended two courses
of lectures under that celebrated person, whose vivid elo-
quence, and powerful reasoning on the important topics which
came under his review, had raised the class to a high degree
of celebrity. The great and leading fault of his prelections
was, that he did not ground his arguments on Divine revela-
tion ; the only competent authority to which the appeal must
ever be made in all moral discussions regarding the relations
which subsist betwixt man and his Creator and Judge. By
keeping the Scriptures entirely out of the view of his students,
they were led to think too favourably of the capabilities of
human nature, and less deeply to feel their obligations to that
atoning blood which hath appeased the wrath of God for
man’s transgression, and to that sovereign and almighty grace
which can alone change and renovate the faculties of our de-
praved and fallen nature. To his lectures, which were pub-
lished after he had resigned his chair in the University, he
prefixed the following advertisement :—* It may be asked,
pexhaps, why the professor should restrict his argument as
he has done, to the mere topics of natural religion and rea-
son? This being the foundation of every superstructure,
whether in morality or religion, and therefore to be separately
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treated, he considered as that part of the work which was
allotted to him. Farther institutions may improve, but can-
not supersede, what the Almighty has revealed in his works,
and in the suggestions of reason to man.

¢ When first we from the teeming womb were brought,
With inborn precepts then our souls were fraught.’
* Rowe’s Lucan, book ix. line 984.”

It is difficult to comprehend how a person of Dr Ferguson’s
acknowledged candour should have satisfied his mind with
such reasoning ; as if the founders of a class of moral philo-
sophy in a Christian university could have intended that the
students should rest contented with the imperfect discoveries
of natural reason regarding the perfections of the Deity, the
immortality of the soul, the nature of virtue and true happi-
ness,—the most important discussions which can interest or
agitate the human mind ;—as if the Scriptures had never been
written, and students had been listening to the prelections of
Socrates or Cicero,—men, it may be observed, who would
have gratefully availed themselves, in illustrating such topics,
of the superior light of Divine revelation, had that invaluable
boon been communicated to them.

Dr Paley, in his preface to a course of lectures on moral and
political philosophy, which he delivered in the University of
Cambridge, nearly at the same time, justly reprobates those
teachers who divide too much the law of nature from the
precepts of revelation, and industriously decline the mention
of Scripture authorities, as belonging to a different province.
In support of this opinion, he quotes, with high approbation,
the following sentiment of Dr Johnson's : ¢ When the obliga-
tions of morality are taught,” says a pious and celebrated
writer, ¢ let the sanctions of Christianity never be forgotten,
by which it will be shown that they give strength and lustre
to each other ; religion will appear to be the voice of reason,
and morality will be the will of God.”

About this period a confidential correspondence commenced
betwixt Alexander Waugh and a young man of congenial
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temper, who then belonged to a mercantile house in Berwick,
and afterwards settled in the West Indies. He appears to
have been animated by a spirit of fervent piety, and to have
possessed mental accomplishments greatly superior to his
station in life. 'We insert the two following letters as a spe-
cimen of the dispositions of mind which characterised both
the writer and the individual to whom they are addressed :—

¢ TO MR ALEXANDER WAUGH, CALDRON-BRAE.

 Berwick, August 18, 1773.

« Dear Sir,—As I have not had the pleasure of seeing you at
Berwick, will you allow me to request of you, that an epistolary
correspondence may take place during the intcrvals of seeing
one another ? It would of all things be very grateful to me.—
Mrs Johnstone acquaints me that you propose attending the
University another season. I flatter myself it is not solely with
a view of venerating the polite arts ; but that you intend dedi-
cating these jewels borrowed from the Egyptians, to the build-
ing of the house of the Lord. My dear Sir, see you get inti-
mately acquainted with the Lord of the vineyard, previously to
your entering as a labourer. It will sweeten the work vastly,
both to yourself and others, and render it pleasant and profit-
able. Being in haste, I conclude with compliments to your
father, mother, and brother, and am, dear Sir, your sincere well-
wisher,

% GEORGE GRAHAM.”

¢ TO MR ALEXANDER WAUGH, EDINBURGH.

Berwick, Jan. 1, 1774.

“ My Dzar Siz,—May you enumerate many happy revolutions
of this season! May you long be preserved an ornament to re-
ligion, a blessing to friends and connexions, a useful member of
society, and, after a few pre-requisites, a faithful and successful
labourer in the Christian church ; and, at last, in a good old
age, may you exchange a hoary head for an unfading crown of
glory, books and symbols, faith and hope, for palms of victory,
immediate vision, and full, satisfactory fruition! Unseasonable
compliments these to our contemporary Lorenzos!—but what
mean our wishing happy new years, unless most part of the
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above be implied ? ¢ Here is firm footing, here is solid rock ; all
is sea besides.” It would certainly be a laudable practice, were
we to anticipate, in imagination, what Charles Emperor of Ger-
many did really in every circumstance,—I mean the solemnizing
of our own funeral while in life. We should thus make death
familiar to our minds, although he be the king of terrors, and
stimulate ourselves to converse with our past hours, and ask
them what report they bore to heaven, and how they might
have borne more welcome news. But, alas, how epidemical is
this distemper !—*¢all men think all men mortal but themselves.’
I remember (for although very young at the time, I never could
eradicate the presumptuous speech out of my mind) thata young
gentlemen, when writing, ¢ Jan. 2, 1762, thus addressed one Mr
M‘Donald of Leith, a surgeon, a young man more than six feet
high, and stout in proportion, ¢ Tammy M‘Donald, it is probable
we shall be in our graves before 1772." *Shall we ?* said the.
person addressed ; ¢ it will be a grievous disappointment if we
be! Disappointed he was; but whether the event deserved
the epithet he bestowed on it, is not my province to determine ;
for early in 1769 he gave up the ghost, leaving a8 young widow.
Uncertain is life, and happy they that have nothing to do but
to die ; therefore, my dear friend, while others are murdering
time in unlawful pastimes, let us be inquiring into our state be-
fore God, and asking ourselves what progress we have made in
our Christian course. As another year, ¢ that lately smiled, is
drowned in that great deep that nothing disembogues; so let
us remember, that * the spirit walks of every day deceased, and
smiles an angel, or a fury frowns.” I do not tender these as ad-
monitions to you, since I have no doubt but your exercise in
practice exceeds this theorem considerably. This is only a faint
intimation that, for the future, I intend corresponding with you
as a Christian, and not as a scholar ; for while you are associated
with men of learning and science, I, by reason of the imbecility
of my understanding and circumvening mists of ignorance, must
stand at the foot of Parnassus friendless.”

After continuing four years at the University of Edin-
burgh, Mr Waugh was examined by the Presbytery regard-
ing his proficiency in philosophy and the learned languages,
in order to his admission to the study of divinity, which he
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commenced in August, 1774, under the tuition of the Rev.
John Brown of Haddington, the well-known author of ¢ An-
notations on the Bible,” and many other theological works,
which discover a deep acquaintance with the Scriptures, and
a laboerious research into the history of the church.

The following notices of the mode of theological instruc-
tion pursued by this eminent man (with which we have been
kindly farnished by two of his sons, who have long been
faithful and zealous labourers in the vineyard of Christ), will,
we conceive, be found interesting to most of our readers.

In the early part of his ministry, he preached catechetical
sermons, in the order of the Shorter Catechism and Confes-
sion of Faith. From these he formed the first edition of his
lectures to his students, which, after writing twice or thrice
himself, he caused the students to write also. He composed
his ¢ Cases of Conscience,” published some time ago, first for
his own use, and then employed them in instructing his stu-
dents; also his “ Letters on the Behaviour of Ministers, and
on Gospel Preaching.” The two latter he also caused the
students to transcribe.

For some time the term of study was four years; but by
order of the Synod it was extended to five years. He was
particularly anxious that the students should be present at
the commencement of the session, and remain all the time.
The discourses he assigned them were, a homily for the first
year ; a critical discourse on a passage of the Greek Testa-
ment, with a lecture, for the second : for each of the other
years a lecture and a popular sermon, the latter being usually
delivered in public. The students were accustomed to make
criticisms on the discourses, after which the professor gave
his own remarks. The students carefully committed to me-
mory several pages of the ¢ System of Divinity,” and of the
¢ Cases of Conscience,” with the Scriptures referred to; and
he examined them on these every forenoon, and made obser-
vations on the passages of Scripture. In the evenings he
employed an hour in reading his Church History to them.
On the Wednesday afternoon the students formed themselves
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into a debating society, and maintained an argument regard-
ing orthodox and heterodox doctrines. On the Saturday °
afternoon a prayer-meeting was held. With regard to per-
sonal religion, the professor was particularly urgent in im-
pressing it on their minds, as a matter of the greatest magni-
tude, and of indispensable necessity. He was accustomed
to read the practical reflections in the System with peculiar
earnestness of manner, and took every opportunity, in the
class and elsewhere, to exhort them to practical godliness.
The ¢ Reflections of a Candidate for the Ministerial Office,”
now printed in his ¢ Remains,” and the ¢ Christian Student
and Pastor,” were prepared with a particular view to their
instruction.

He carefully inquired after their private conduct during
the time of the session, and admonished or rebuked as he saw
cause. This was done, however, so privately, that none but
the offender knew of it. Though his own finances were but
small, he assisted those who through poverty would have
been unable to continue all the session. He was anxious that
his students should improve in the Hebrew, and drew up a
short Grammar and Vocabulary to aid them in their study of
a language of such high importance to the right understand-
ing of the Scriptures. He was among them as a father
among his children : he loved them, and studied their good ;
and they loved him, and regarded his counsel. No time of
the year was so pleasant either to the professor or the stu-
dents as the two months of their attendance at the divinity
hall.

On the last day of the session his advices were peculiarly
solemn and impressive, as will appear from the following spe-
cimen, which has been kindly sent us by one of his pupils ;
—¢ Thinking this morning on your departure, two passages
of Scripture came to my mind, and you would do well to
take them into your serious consideration. ¢ Have not I
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? One may be
called to special service, may fill a public station in the
church, may be a preacher, may go abroad into the world
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and address people on things of deep and everlasting import-
ance, and yet be a devil ; may be under the power of Satan,
in a state of enmity against God, may be a traitor at heart,
and act the part of an open traitor at last, may betray the
Master he professed to serve, and come to shame and dis-
grace. Jesus knows all things; he searches the heart, and
tries the reins of the children of men : what state you are in,
what are the reigning principles in your breasts, what are
the motives you are influenced by, and what the ends you
have in view ; whether you are indeed what you profess, and
what your outward appearance would indicate,—all is known
to him. To commend a Saviour one has no love for; to
preach a Gospel one does not believe ; to point out the way
to heaven, and never to have taken one step in that way ; to
enforce a saving acquaintance with religion, and to be an en-
tire stranger to it one’s self, how sad, how preposterous!
Tremble, O my soul, at the thought, still more at the thing!
Better follow the meanest occupation, than enter into the
holy ministry solely or chiefly to serve some secular, some
selfish design. While I would be far from setting limits to
the Divine sovereignty, I am afraid it but seldom happens
that a person is converted after he has become a preacher.
Was there a Judas, a devil among the twelve ?—what if
there should be one for every twelve among you? Lord, is
itI; isitI; isit I?

¢ The other passage comes more closely home, and is still
more alarming. ¢ And five of them were wise, and five were
foolish.” Is it only one-half of the number here present that
are wise, that are truly serious, prudent, and thoughtful,
wige unto salvation, that are savingly instructed in the mys.-
teries of salvation, in the mysteries of the kingdom, in whom
Christ is found, and in whose hearts he dwells by faith, who
have felt his Gospel to be the power of God and the wisdom
of God, who have taken him for their only Lord and King,
and have given themselves unto him ? Are there so many
of an opposite character, foolish, mere nominal Christians, in
the same state in which you were born ; who, whatever light
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you may have in your heads, have no saving grace in your
hearts? And is the Bridegroom coming? will he come
quickly, come at an hour that ye think not? and shall
they that are ready enter in and the door be shut, and you
stand without and cry for admittance, but cry in vain?
How ‘dreadful the thought, how fearful the issue! I would
be far, very far, from judging uncharitably of you; but I
know the deceitfulness of the human heart. Surely they
who propose to undertake an office, the design of which is to
win souls, had need to be convinced, deeply convinced, about
their own souls.”

The most profound silence reigned while from these pas-
sages he addressed the students : all were dissolved in tears.
The language, the tone, the general manner, every circum-
stance was calculated to make a deep impression.

This eminently faithful man, after labouring for twenty
years with indefatigable zeal in training up the youth of the
Associate Synod for the Christian ministry, died at Hadding-
ton, in 1787. With respect to his own ministry, it has been
observed, that ¢ though his learning was considerable, he
never showed it in the pulpit, except by bringing down the
great truths of God to the level of common capacities.” He
sometimes used to repeat to his acquaintances the saying of
the great Usher, ¢ It will take all our learning to make
things plain.” It is the testimony of an English divine, who
heard him for some time about the year 1770, that his grave
appearance in the pulpit, and his solemn, weighty, and ener-
getic manner of speaking, used to affect him very much.
¢ Certainly,” he adds, * his preaching was close, and his ad-
dress to the conscience pungent. Like his Lord and Master,
he spake with authority and hallowed pathos, having tasted
the sweetness and felt the power of what he delivered.”*

* Dr Waugh long afterwards used to mention the following anecdote
of his vencrable instructor, which had occurred within his own know-
ledge :—It happened that at some public solemnity, where “ an infidel
blade” was one of the audience, Mr Brown was preceded in ministerial
duty by an ambitious young man, who delivered a very eloquent and
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In his own congregation, small as it was, a number claimed
him for their spiritual father : and others acknowledged him
to be the helper of their faith and joy. Nor was it only at
home that he was instrumental in doing good to souls. In
various parts of the country, where he had occasion to preach,
there were seals of his ministry, who will be his joy and
his crown in the day of Christ. We conclude our account of
this truly great and goed man, with the following extract
from his ¢ Select Remains,” to which we are indebted for
some of the above observations. ¢ Now after near forty
years preaching of Christ, and his great and sweet salvation,
I think that I would rather beg my bread all the labouring
days of the week, for an opportunity of publishing the Gos-
pel on the Sabbath to an assembly of sinful men, than, with-
out such a privilege, enjoy the richest possessions on earth.
By the Gospel do men live, and in it is the life of my soul.”

But to revert to the subject of this memoir : The conduct
and character of Alexander Waugh, during the period of his
studies at the University and divinity hall, are so well de-
scribed in the following memoranda, with which we have
been favoured by some of his most esteemed fellow-students,
that we cannot better convey a picture of the moral aspect of
his mind at that time than in the words of the writers :—

¢« It was about 1773,” says one of his early friends, * that
our first acquaintance commenced, being my third year at
the University, and his second. It was promoted by his
great anxiety to acquire knowledge, by his open and unsus-
picious character, and by that kindness of heart which was
particularly conspicuous, and was his ornament through life.
It cannot be supposed that we reasoned with sagacity on
each other's characters; but it has been, and is, a pleasing
reflection, that I then obtained, and I believe never lost, his

florid address,—the old divine following in one equally remarkable for
its simplicity and earnestness. ¢ The first preacher,” said the sceptic
to one of his friends, “ spoke as if he did not believe what he said :
the latter, as if he was conscious that the Son of God stood at his el-
bow.”
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affections. His amusements were always innocent, though

lively ; and if he at any time appeared to display inattention to
the feelings of others, this proceeded solely from an exuberant

flow of animal spirits, and never from insensibility to what

others felt. One feeling I saw was strong in him : he was

evidently actuated by an ardent desire to attain excellence ;

not & mere vulgar ambition to make a show, or to exhibit’
his superiority over others, but to advance forward to higher

attainments.

¢ After leaving the University, at the vacation, we had
no intercourse till about eighteen months after, when we met
at Haddington, under Mr Brown, where we studied divinity
for five sessions, of two months each. Then our intimacy
was revived and increased : it was my second session, and
his first., It was then that I could discern, and I still well
recollect, those solid religious principles and solemn views by
which he was actuated. With all his flow of animal spi-
rits, he not only showed a serious mind, but that warm
heart, and those unpresuming and pious affections, and open,
benevolent feelings, which afterwards so eminently shone in
him.

«“ T still recollect the agitation of his mind, under a dis-
couraging criticism of his first discourse, by Mr Brown ; it
was a homily on Rom. viii. 2. That agitation was confided
to me alone, and I found it difficult to prevail on him to
pursue his theological studies, which in the end have been so
serviceable to the interests of religion. The circumstance
arose from an unfavourable opinion formed by Mr Brown of
the system of moral philosophy taught by Dr Ferguson,—a
system which Mr Waugh and I had studied with great at-
tention, although our young minds might be incapable of do-
ing full justice to it. By his continuing in attendance on
Mr Brown (which I soon prevailed on him to persevere in),
the suspicion respecting his theological principles was quickly
eradicated from the discerning mind of that eminent and ju-
dicious instructor.

¢« After this, our intimacy continued, not only at Had-
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dington, but when we returned to our parents, being kept
up by letters. In one of the years of our attendance on Mr
Brown, before leaving I1addington, we agreed to spend the
winter in Edinburgh together, for our mutual improvement.
The usual course of academical studies was finished, but each
fecing a class, we were entitled to the library ; and living in
the same house, and having the same parlour, we employed
our hours as we thought most useful for ourselves. On¢
portion of our time was occupied in reading one or two chap-
ters of the New Testament, in Greek, daily, and making re-
marks on the expressive words; a line of study in which he
advanced much farther afterwards under Dr Campbell of
Aberdeen, whose prelections he attended one season ; and of
the advantage of whose instructions he always spoke with
much esteem and gratitude. Another of our chief employ-
ments was reading and remarking on books of taste, for the
purpose of forming the habit of composition. Permit me to
remark, that I was struck with an expression used upon his
death-bed, to which I had that winter turned his attention,
in Ossian’s sublime address to the sun,—¢ Age is dark and
unlovely.” That address had left an abiding impression on
his mind, although Ossian was no favourite with him.”

We arc informed by anothér contemporary,  that his first
discourse at Haddington was a mere philosophical essay, at
which the professor and students were extremely grieved ;
but that even then he manifested that amiable disposition for
which, in after-life, he was so distinguished. =~ When Mr
Brown said, with much concern, ¢ I hope I ehall never hear
such a discourse again in this place, Mr Waugh expressed
his sorrow at giving him uneasiness. The second year of his
attendance, there appeared a remarkable change on his mind,
and the professor ever afterwards esteemed him very highly,
and was accustomed to use great familiarities with him, both
in conversation and in writing ; and so far was he, on the
other hand, from feeling resentment, that he never spoke of
Mr Brown but in terms of veneration and gratitude.”

¢ Let the righteous smite me,” saith David, ¢it shall be a
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kindness ; and let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent oil,
which shall not break my head.” The professor's faithful
and well-timed admonition produced most salutary effects.
It shook Mr Waugh's confidence in Dr Ferguson’s specula-
tions on human nature, on which we have taken the liberty
to animadvert, and feelingly taught him the deep importance
of the apostolic caution, ¢ Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, and the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
He now studied the Scriptures with close attention, and re-
solved to adopt no theological sentiments but such as were
derived from the pure and uncontaminated fountain of Divine
truth. Henoceforth we behold him, in every subsequent
period sitting at the feet of the great Master of Israel, and
listening with meekness and humility to the words of grace
and life that fell from his lips. His philosophy, instead of
leading him again into devious paths, now became subsidiary
to the great object which constituted its ohief value, by en-
abling him to illustrate, in a more forcible manner, those all-
important truths which the Scriptures alone reveal, and the
knowledge of which is necessary to make men wise unto
eternal life.

In 1777 he repaired to the University of Aberdeen, and
attended, for a session, the lectures of Dr Beattie, professor
of moral philosophy, and of Dr Campbell, professor of divi-
nity in the Marischal College. Both these eminent men
had at this time acquired merited celebrity by their pre-
lections in their college, and by their writings in defence
of Christianity against the sophistry of David Hume, who
degraded his acuteness of mind and his high powers of style,
by abetting principles equally hostile to natural as to re-
vealed religion. Dr Campbell had distinguished himself in
the cause of religion by his “ Essay on Miracles,” one of the
most acute and convincing treatises on that great and
fundamental doctrine of revealed religion that has ever ap-
peared. His prelections were highly esteemed, for the just
and original views which they afforded of Divine truth, per-
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spicuously expressed, and ably illustrated by criticisms on the
Greek, Hebrew, and Chaldaic languages, with all of which he
was familiarly acquainted. The high respect in which he was
held as a Biblical scholar, has been amply justified by the
publication of his Translation of the Four Gospels, with the
accompanying Dissertations,—a work of profound erudition,
calculated to raise the fame of his countrymen in this depart-
ment of literature. We insert the following short specimen of
the manner in which this learned and able divine was accustom-
ed to instruct the theological students who attended his class: —

“ Gentlemen, the nature of my office has been much misun-
derstood. It is supposed, that I am to teach you every thing
connected with the study of divinity. I tell ye honestly that I
am to teach you mnothing. Ye are not schoolboys ;—ye are
young men who have finished your courses of philosophy, and
Ye are no longer to be treated as if ye were at school. There-
fore, I repeat it, I am to teach you nothing; but, by the grace
of God, I will assist you to teach yourselves every thing.

¢ Begin with studying the Scriptures in the original languages;
attend carefully to the distinction, that should always be made,
between classical or pure Greek, and the Greek of the Septuagint
and Testament, where the words, taken separately, are pure Greek,
but where the idiom of the language, and even the acceptation of
many of the words, is derived from the Hebrew, the Chaldaic,
or the Syriac. Be acquainted with the civil history, the man-
ners and customs of ancient times and nations, especially with
that of the Jews, where the rcading of Josephus will often be
useful. But whatever books you read occasionally, read the
Scriptures frequently. Mark the different passages which you
do not understand, read them with patience, not being too
anxious to understand every thing at the first reading over:
but persevere, and read the Scriptures in the original a second
and a third time ; and, without consulting any commentator,
those difficult passages will always become fewer as your know-
ledge increases. Read the Scriptures also with modesty,
neither being too full of yourself, nor supposing that human
reason can always comprehend divine mysteries ; and read them
always with fervent prayer to God, the source of wisdom and
light, that he would assist and direct you in your researches
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after truth. Do not complain that you want books, when you
have the Scriptures themselves in the original languages If you
have a Hebrew Bible, a 8eptuagint, and a Greek New Testament,
you have the most necessary and the most useful of all books to
a Christian divine. Read carefully all the versions which are
given of disputed passages; make much use of versions, and
compare them all carefully with the original. Read the Vulgate,
though a translation authorised by the Romish Church, as well
as the versions of individuals, such as Castalio, Beza, Junius,
and Tremellius; and also Houbigant, if you have access to his
translation. You cannot be hurt by reading versions, and com-
paring them with the original. But put no confidence in com-
mentators : consult them sparingly : never use them till the
last, and then use them only as dictionaries. In this view,
however, read commentators of all parties; and judge of them
more from their freedom of thought, abilities, and erudition,
than from considering to what party they belong.” *

Dr Beattie had also, prior to this period, published his
¢ Essay on the Nature and Immutability of Truth, in op-
position to Sophistry and Scepticism ;” a work excecdingly
popular at that time, and still deserving of attention for its
argument and most laudable object. Regarding the man-
ner in which, as a professor, he communicated instruction to
his students, his amiable biographer observes :  There is one
excellence of Dr Beattie's lectures on moral philosophy, on
which I cannot but dwell with peculiar emphasis, and that is
his happy manner of fortifying his arguments fromn natural re-
ligion on the most important points, by the aid of revelation.
‘While he details with precision the proofs which natural rea-
son alone affords, he never omits any proper opportunity of
appealing to revelation in support of his doctrine ; sometimes
in the very words of Scripture, at other times by a general
reference to the subject, as it is to be learned there; thus
making them mutually support and strengthen each other,
as ought ever to be the study of every teacher of ethics.
Dr Beattie is, therefore, justly entitled to the most distin-

* Life of Dr Campbell, prefixed to his Lectures on Church History,
by Dr Skene Keith,
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guished of all appellations, that of a Christian moral philoso-
pher. In his second chapter of Natural Theology, speaking
of the Divine attributes, he says, ¢ revelation gives such a
display of the Divine goodness, as must fill us with most
ardent gratitude and adoration ; for in it we find that God
has put it in our power, notwithstanding our degeneracy and
unworthiness, to be happy both in this world and for ever,—
a hope which reason alone could never have permitted us to
cntertain on any ground of certainty. And here we may
repeat, that although the right use of reason supplies our
first notions of the Divine nature, yet it is from revelation
that we receive those distinct ideas of his attributes and pro-
vidence which are the foundation of our dearest hopes. The
most enlightened of the heathen had no certain knowledge of
his unity, spirituality, eternity, wisdom, justice, or mercy,
and, by consequence, could never contrive a comfortable sys-
tem of natural religion, as Socrates, the wisest of them, ac-
knowledged.’

< Discoursing on the nature of virtue, Dr Beattie says:
¢ these speculations might lead into a labyrinth of perplexity,
if it were not for what revelation declares concerning the
Divine government. It declares that man may expect, on
the performance of certain conditions, not only pardon, but
everlasting happiness, not on account of his own merit, which
in the sight of God is nothing, but on account of the infinite
merits of the Redeemer, who, descending from the height of
glory, voluntarily underwent the punishment due to sin, and
thus obtained those high privileges for as many as should
comply with the terms announced by him to mankind.’

* On the subject of public worship he says: ¢ these consi-
derations alone would recommend external worship as a most
excellent means of improving our moral nature; but Chris-
tians know farther, that this duty is expressly commanded,
and that particular blessings are promised to the devout per-
formance of it. In us, therefore, the neglect of it must be
inexcusable, and highly criminal.’

% Such was the mode of teaching moral philosophy, as ap-
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pears from his published Lectures, practised by Dr Beattie,
during the long course of upwards of thirty years, in his
public lectures at Aberdeen. Let the reader compare those
animating and comfortable doctrines inculcated by this ex-
cellent writer, with the cold and cheerless speculations of na-
tural reason alone; and then let him say which method most
deserves the preference, or is most likely to promote the hap-
piness of mankind.” *

We have been the more particular in our account of these
two distinguished persons, as their instructions appear to have
had a most beneficial effect in elevating the subject of this
memoir to that honourable eminence to which he subsequently
attained as a Christian minister. Of both of them he was
accustomed to speak with warm gratitude; but particularly
of Dr Beattie, whose name he scarcely ever mentioned but
with a kind of admiration bordering on enthusiasm, not solely
for his intellectual powers, but chiefly for the amiable temper
and affections of his mind, which particularly endeared him
to all who were honoured with his intimacy and friendship.

We feel deep obligations for the subjoined account of Mr
Waugh by a fellow student of Aberdeen, who repaired to the
metropolis about the same time with himself, where he has
attained honourable distinction in the literary world. The
friendship thus early formed, continued, notwithstanding their
different lines of pursuit, without abatement, for more than
half a century,—a rare occurrence, it is to be apprehended,
amidst the numerous jealousies and collisions of this anxious
and ever-changing life.

“ My acquaintance with Mr Waugh began about October
1777, when he came to Aberdeen. Previously to this he had
been a student in the Burgher Secession Academy, then super-
intended by the well-known Rev. John Brown of Hadding-
ton. I well remember he was much captivated, as all young
men were at that time, with Blair's Sermons, one volume
of which was published, and was in every body’s hands, on
account of the style. Mr Waugh's object in coming to Aber-

* Life of Dr Beattie, by Sir William Forbes, Bart.
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deen, was to attend the classes, in the Marischal College, of
Dr Beattie, professor of moral philosophy, and of Dr Camp-
bell, principal of this College and professor of divinity. He
attended likewise, as was usual for students destined for the
church, the divinity lectures of Dr Gerard, King’s College.
According to the plan of study at Marischal College, these
courses of moral philosophy and divinity were usually attend-
ed by scholars in the fourth and last years of their regular
studies, and were followed by their taking the degree of M.A.
if found qualified. On Mr Waugh's application to Dr
Beattie, he was discovered to be amply qualified, by previous
attainments, to take his rank in the fourth class or year, and
accordingly he received his degree of M.A. along with the
writer and a few other students on April 1st, 1778.

“ I bad many opportunities of knowing that he had a very
high esteem for Dr Beattie ; there were, indeed, many resem-
blances in their personal temper and disposition. He often
repeated, with approbation, the concluding passage of Dr
Beattie’s last lecture, which may be given here, as it is not
added to the printed copy :—* Learning, when one applies to
it with a sincere purpose of improving his nature, and of ren-
dering himself more useful to his fellow-creatures, is of all
earthly possessions the most valuable ; but still let it be re-
membered, that piety and virtue are the chief principles for
which man was made, and the only certain means of happi-
ness. The time is fast approaching, when learning and all
the ornaments of human life shall disappear for ever, and no-
thing be found of any real value but the Divine approbation.
If that is secured, all is well ; and without that, all other at-
tainments are nothing.’

“ Of Dr Waugh's character at this period of his life, I
have rather a general than a minute recollection, but one
which I can call up with reverence. It is impossible to for-
get it ; since, according to all I know, or have been told of
him in after-life, it was uniform and consistent. It evidently
had been formed on the firm and unalterable principles of true
piety ; it was as evidently adorned by those Christian graces
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which were prominent throughout his long life. His heart
and affections, all were calculated to prepare him for the sacred
duties he was about to take upon him. His conversation,
when we walked on the banks of the Dee, which was almost
every day the weather permitted, turned upon those important
suhjects which were to engage his thoughts and his prayers
for the whole of his future life.

¢« He was, when I first knew him, remarkable for cheerful-
ness of disposition, mildness of temper, and an utter aversion
to cvery thing harsh and censorious in treating the character
of the absent. His mind secmed always bent on forbearance
and forgiveness in speaking of such persons as were known
to us both: when objections were stated, he was more of the
advocate than the judge. It often appeared as if he was suf-
fering for the faults of others ; and when facts were brought
forward, which it was impossible to palliate, he was always
more inclined to postpone the trial than to give judgment.

« His mild, meek, and forbearing temper predominated in
all his conversation, as it is well known it did when he was
afterwards called to take a more public interest in matters
where decision was unavoidable. I know not if Dr Waugh
was cautious in bestowing his friendships, but once bestowed
it was difficult to shake them. It seemed to afflict him
deeply when compelled to alter his opinion of any one. This
I early observed was likely to be the severest trial he would
have to encounter when he came in contact with the many
varicties of human character; but, whatever might happen,
he never could be an enemy ; there was not an atom of fixed
animosity in his whole composition.

¢ He left Aberdeen soon after taking the degree of M.A.
above mentioned. For some time we corresponded; but I
am not able to trace his progress until his being appointed to
the congregation over which he presided for so many years in
London. This ocourred in 1782, when our acquaintance was
renewed, and was continued without loss of friendship on
either side during his life; but the great distance betwixt our
residences, and the difference of our pursuits, rendered our
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intercourse less frequent, though not less cordial, than I could
have wished. When we did meet, which was sometimes in
private and sometimes in public, I recognised the same man,
both in heart and spirit, that I had known in my early days;
and those who approached him more closely and frequently,
can bear witness to that uniformity of character, and steady
adherence to the service of his great Master, which have been
universally acknowledged.”

Another of Mr Waugh’s early associates, who frequently
met him in the country, at the houses of their respective re-
latives in Berwickshire, during the intervals of his academical
and theological studies, speaks of him in the following glow-
ing terms :—* He was at this period, on account of his pre-
possessing appearance, his constant cheerfulness, his affability
to all, his talents in conversation, and his kindness of heart
displayed in innumerable benevolent actions, the most univer-
sally beloved person I have ever known. His presence dif-
fused a spirit of gladness; and all gloom, quarrelling, selfish-
ness, and meanness, were banished wherever he appeared.
He had high feelings of honour, far beyond most of his learn-
ed as well as unlearned associates; and in this respect, as
well as in demeanour and address, was a perfect gentleman.”

With all this social cheerfulness, he did not neglect to ap-
ply himself with due diligence to those preparatory studies
which every young man, whose chief ambition it is to be
a faithful and efficient minister in the church of Christ, will
deem of incalculable value. 'We subjoin the following pas-
sages of a letter (from his much-esteemed friend of Aberdeen,
already referred to) addressed to him at Edinburgh, where
he appears to have spent the winter of 1778, previously to
his entering on trial for license :—

“ Aberdeen, December 11, 1778.
I have not procured the Septuagint, but I shall endeavour
to follow you in the New Testament: I feel many difficulties;
but still I would wish to keep in mind
¢ Nil est tam difficile, quod non solertia vineat.’
c
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¢ You made use of a phrase in your last letter which Mr Dick
would have taken much amiss ; I mean good-hearted : indeed, it is
so much abused in common conversation, that I would wish it
avoided altogether. One who, at the expense of his health and
character, sacrifices every virtuous principle to the love of plea-
sure or mirth, is called a good-hearted man; another, who by
his excesses has brought himself into such a situation as to be
obliged to leave his country, is nevertheless a good-hearted man ;
a third, who in companies makes no scruple to ridicule the most
sacred things, and whose life is one uninterrupted series of im-
morality and vice, is a good-hearted man. Thesc and other cases
I have observed repeatedly ; but I think it is a shameful prosti-
tution of language ; nay, worse, for this gradually impairs our
sense of the deformity of vice. I ueed not add, that I make no
reference from this to what you said.

« T hope in a short time to be a humble auditor of my friend,
and to be one of his ¢ my brethren.” I expect and insist upon
every qualification of a good, pious, respectable Seceder preacher.
By the by, I'll tell you a bit of my mind. I positively won't
have any blank-verse sermons ; not a syllable that smells of the
Arminian ; don’t quote even from Cicero, nor Thomson either.
None of your high-flying rant, which people nickname oratory.
Beware how you lay your emphasis on the breast of the pulpit,
it may break. Be plain and intelligible, and never lose sight of
your Bible : consider that the meanest of your audience has as
good a right to understand you, as those who have M. A. tagged
to their recommendation. You see I take many freedoms with
you, and you won’t let me make the physic more palatable with
a little sweet syrup of duplicity.

«“ Mr and Mrs Dick join me in compliments. May you be
amply supplied by Him whom giving does not impoverish, nor
withholding enrich !—I am your friend,

“A.C”

For some time prior to this period, he appears to have
laboured under very considerable discouragement, regarding
his becoming a public teacher in the church. He experienc-
ed a good deal of difficulty in composition ; he was doubtful
of his ability to make useful discourses, and apprehensive that
he should never attain to respectability as a preacher; and
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the more he reflected on the deep and awful responsibility of
the Christian ministry, his mind was involved in deeper un-
easiness and perplexity. So far from rushing forward into
the sacred office as some have done, without fear or solicitude,
it required every encouragement on the part of his friends,
supported by weighty arguments and motives, to prevail with
him to receive license as a preacher of the Gospel.

On this subject he had laid open his mind to his confiden-
tial friend Graham, now settled in the West Indies; and the
following letter is written in reply :—

¢ Tortola, November 14,1776.

“ My Dearest Friexp,—You tell me that I probably shall
never hear your declamations: thismay be so, but I hope it will
not be owing to the impediments you point out, viz. the diffi-
culty you find in the composition of your discourses. Follow
my advice, and I'll warrant a speedy removal of them. I recom-
mend to you neither to be too vain, nor too diffident, of your
own abilities. Of these extremes, inter utrumque tene, medio tu-
tissimus ibis. The attending to the former will induce you at
all times to acknowledge your dependance on Divine aid; and
while you reflect on the latter, you will be stimulated, as a ra-
tional agent, in the use of means.

“ Your good opinion generally of the parts and abilities of
others, makes you diffident of your own. Your aspiring genius
ardently desires to equal, if not excel, your contemporaries;
while your generosity of heart, and your favourable opinion of
others, fetter you with the chains of despondency and imaginary
disappointment. The desire of approbation was implanted by
God in the soul of man for excellent and laudable purposes,—
one.of which is obviously intended to stimulate men to make
the Divine approbation their chief and ultimate object: beware,
therefore, lest this desire should look no farther than the ap-
probation of men. Satan, though not omniscient, nor yet omni-
present, is well acquainted with our weak side, and watches our
unguarded moments, and lays his snares accordingly. Perhaps
he is apprised, that, by your instrumentality, many may be con-
verted to righteousness, and a great inroad made on his dominions.
He is, perhaps, permitted to tempt you with an ardent avidity
of human applause, and despondency of ever attaining it. But,
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my dear Sir, let this be the inscription on your life, Nec aspera
terrent. I therefore adjure you to consider these discourage-
ments as temptations, every one of which is an alarm to you to
learn your own exercise before you commence to be a leader of
others. Your glorious Captain suffered the same treatment
when tabernacling with the sons of men; and does the servant
expect better treatment than the master? Temptation, medi-
tation, and prayer, were the preparation for his public ministry ;
and this is an excellent school for training all his ambassadors
and is often the academy where his most valuable servants ac-
quire the principal part of their education. This informs them
that man’s science is the culture of his heart.

“ You tell me the office of a clergyman is awful and important.
I heartily congratulate you on account of being one who thinks
s0; for too many rush into that sacred office with less preme-
ditation than I open store, or sit down at my desk. I acknow-
ledge it is awful and important ; yet it is honourable, advanta-
geous, and, if faithfully executed, receives an exceeding great
though gracious reward. Persevere, therefore, my dearest Sir,
in the diligent prosecution of your studies; keep a constant in-
tercourse with Heaven by prayer; and let the awfulness and im-
portance of the ministerial office not intimidate you, but spur
you on to double your diligence in preparing you for its faithful
discharge : and take this for an encouragement, and as an evi-
dence that the Lord has need of you, that, in the course of his
providential dispensations, he has revealed to you that the office
of a clergyman is awful and important.

“ The aid of my prayers you may always depend upon, while
a serious reflection on the long-suffering patience of God, on the
unbounded love of Christ, and the grace of the Holy Spirit, con-
tinuing to strive against the corruptions of my own heart, incites
my attention to the supreme interests of my dearest friend.—

Yours ever and unfeignedly, “«g G .
EOBGE GRAHAM.

The following letter is from a fellow-student, who, like
himself, was now on trial, before the Presbytery, for license.
Ie was afterwards settled at Berwick, where he laboured in
a large and prosperous and affectionate congregation, with
great faithfulness and acceptability, betwixt thirty and forty
years :—
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« Selkirk, April 27, 1779.

“ My Drar Sir,—Your last gave me both pleasure and pain :
pleasure, for I longed to hear from you, and wished to know
whether you were disengaged from your secular matters; pain
on account of your continued irresclution about accepting of li-
cense. All the grounds of your discouragement will, when
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, be found light, and the
considerations for your accepting will preponderate. You com-
plain of your powers of composition ; and will you not endure
want of sleep, and painful study, for Him who for you spent
many a cold sleepless night on the side of a mountain; who for
you, I say, groaned, thirsted, died? You think you will not be
acceptable to the vacancies. It is, I am confident, every person’s
opinion who knows you, that you will be very acceptable. Try
three years of it, and then speak of declining ; and will not these
three years, in your last moments, appear the best spent in your
life? And, as you are young enough, three years are neither
here nor there. Granting you should not be very acceptable to
the people, since you seem to have the call of God by his ser-
vants, go on, and you shall by no means lose your reward.
¢ Your sins are great and aggravated.’ Be it so. Though sin
abounds like a flood, grace reigning through Christ’s righteous-
ness abounds like an ocean. The chief of Saviours is still on a
throne of mercy, founded on justice and judgment. ¢ You have
not the qualifications which make up the character of a young
divine, according to the Scriptures.” But where is the man that
possesses them all in perfection? and who made you sole judge
of your own abilities? A court of Christ pronounces you quali-
fied ; rest in their verdict as to this, lest you be found fighting
against God ; and this rest need not hinder you from using all
means for growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

“ You have attempted, as I too have done, to get away from
the Lord’s work, but Providence has hitherto frustrated all our
designs—so that you appear to be shut up to it ; and were we to
try any more schemes, who knows but we might be baulked in
them too ? Let me ask, dear Sandy, are you content to be reck-
oned among the meanest, the poorest, and weakest of his ser-
vants? Is it your supreme desire that Christ should be glorified
by your gifta? Dare you say that God hath given you no suit-
able furniture for serving him in the Gospel of his 8on? If you
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say 80, the Presbytery are liars. Remember what became of the
unprofitable servant who hid his Lord’s money. Follow the ex-
ample of the Divine Preacher: ¢ I must work the work of Him

. that sent me, while it is day,” said Jesus: ¢ the night cometh,
when no man can work.’

“ Your resolution not to take license at Musselburgh discou-
rages me greatly. Ah! Sandy, can John accept, when you re-
fuse ?—you, who, I dare say, are judged by the Presbytery, and

. every intelligent person who has heard you, better qualified in
every respect for preaching the Gospel. I don’t flatter, no:
Assentatio, vitiorum adjutriz, ab amicitid procul amoveatur.

% I design to go to the next Presbytery ; and though I am the
chief of sinners, and the weakest of all students in knowledge
and utterance, I would fain lay myself down at their feet, to be
disposed of as God shall see fit ; and should you decline, think
how you shall be able to look Jesus in the face, when he calls
you to give an account of your stewardship. ¢ The more weak
and sinful you are,’ says our professor, in a letter to me, have
the more recourse to Christ; but never dare to flee from him.
If you refuse coming to the help of the Lord against the mighty,
1 have no manner of doubt but the vengeance of God will pursue
you: Judges v. 23.

¢ I am sorry I cannot come down to Caldron-Brae, and accom-
pany you to Musselburgh. It is'quite inconvenient for me to
get a horse sooner than Monday. May the Lord God and his
Spirit accompany you, give his angels charge concerning you, to
keep you in all your ways, and preserve you from doing, in yon-
der town, what you may perhaps reflect upon with anguish of
spirit till the last moment of your life!—I am, my dearest
Sandy, yours most affectionately, and while

“ JorN BracrHALL.”

The following letter, from the Professor of Divinity,
breathes that tender affection and faithful freedom for which
that great and good man was so highly distinguished in all
his intercourse with his students :—

Haddington, Feb. 13, 1779,
“ DEAR ArLexanpER,—The hint I heard concerning Mr Black-
hall vexed me. I have written to him, and I hope he will be
up at the Presbytery. I beg you will have all your trials ready.
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Cast your burdens on the Lord ; but beware of any attempt to

slight what in Providence you are called to, otherwise the Lord

may avenge it on you while you live. God makes our strength

as our days are. Cast all your care on Him. I am far from

thinking it a token that a man is not called, that he, when it

comes near to the point, is terrified. Christ got forty days of
sad temptation, before he was licensed to preach the Gospel,

Matt. iv. But if we will sit God's time, the consequences are

apt to be dangerous. My advice to you is, to make a solemn

surrender of yourself to God, before coming to the Presbytery.

I hope the Lord has let some of the wind out of you, that I'
thought was in you when I first knew you. Beg of him to fill

its room with himself and his grace.—Yours affectionately,

¢ JorN Browx.”

Every pious and considerate man entering into the minis-
try, when he contemplates the difficulties and temptations
which arise out of that sacred office, and the all-important
trust of souls, for which he makes himself responsible, will
be disposed to say with Paul, *“ Who is sufficient for these
things?” And his chief encouragement will be derived from
a confidential reliance on the power and faithfulness of that
Master who hath kindly promised, ¢ My grace is sufficient
for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness.”
After long and mature reflection on the arguments and rea-
soning employed by his friends, accompanied with fervent
supplications to the Father of Lights for his guidance and
blessing, he at last resolved to dedicate his whole heart and
soul to the service of God in the Gospel of his Son. When
he had completed, in a very honourable manner, the course
of trial that had been prescribed to him, he was licensed to
preach the Gospel, by the Presbytery of Edinburgh, at Dunse,
June 28, 1779 ; his affectionate and pious minister, Mr Co-
ventry, presiding as moderator on the occasion.

It ought to be noticed here, that, during the intervals of
his academical studies, the residence of his parents (latterly
removed to the farm of Caldron-Brae, a few miles distant
from Gordon) had always been Mr Waugh's ordinary Aome
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and this continued to be the case even after he had assumed
a more public character, by becoming a licensed preacher of
the Gospel (or a Probationer, according to the Scottish term),
and being of consequence frequently deputed to carry on the
work of the ministry in different quarters, as need required.
And thus the simplicity of his early feelings, his warm do-
mestic affections, and all the delightful associations of his
school-boy days, were stamped, as it were, indelibly into his
character, and, in lovely combination with the higher aspira-
tions of his ripened intellect, were carried by him, fresh and
unimpaired, into the active scenes of his manhood.

After obtaining license, Mr Waugh justified the sanguine
expectations of his friends, by proving both an able and very
acceptable preacher. In every part of the church where he
was called to labour, he was esteemed as a workman who
needed not to be ashamed. His prayers were distinguished
by a copious variety of Scriptural expressions, and a most
happy adaptation to the condition and circumstances of every
class of the audience, uttered with a gravity of manner and

" a melting pathos, which solemnized the mind, and warmed
the heart with devotional feelings. His discourses werc richly
stored with evangelical truth, illustrated occasionally by a
series of striking imagery, chiefly borrowed from Scripture,
expressed in elegant and forcible language, and delivered with
tones of voice, and an earnestness of manner, which manifested
to every hearer how deeply the preacher felt in his-whole soul
that it was the word of life which he was addressing to sin-
ful and perishing men. In his private intercourse with the
people, his well-informed mind and prepossessing appearance,
his urbanity of manners, his great conversational talents, and
the unaffected interest he evinced in all that concerned their
welfare, made him a universal favourite.

The following congratulatory letter is from his tried and
confidential friend, whose affectionatc and pious counsels ap-
pear to have had no inconsiderable influence in inducing him
to get over his scruples and doubtful misgivings regarding his
fitness for the Christian ministry :—
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« St Croiz, July 30,1779.

% Dgan Sir,—I flatter myself (according to a fashionable mode:
of speech), that I may wish you joy. I entertain not the least
doubt of your being now licensed, although you seemed not as-
sured of it when you wrote me last. May you be long preserv-
ed, my dear friend, as an ornament to religion, as an able, faith-
ful, and successful minister of the Christian church, and a useful
member of society ; so that, after a long and honourably labo-
rious life spent here, you may be welcomed into the mansions of
eternal bliss, and peace, and joy, with a ¢ Well done, good and
faithful servant !’ As to your fears and diffidence, search out the
source from whence they flow. I hope you don’t mean to court
popularity. If you administer good and wholesome food and
physic to the perishing souls of men, without once attending to
their disliking the taste or dress thereof, this will be no restric-
tion to your becoming all things to all men; not in the least.
Again let me advise you to be fully convinced of your own in-
sufficiency for so arduous an undertaking as the drawing of souls
to Christ. Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but the in-
crease is of God. May this drive you to Christ's fulness for a
supply of every gift and grace; and may you rejoice in being
only an instrument in his hand, if you have been the means of
turning one soul from the error of his ways. Above all, let me
beseech you to be incessant in prayer. I sincerely am of opinion
that many a minister who recommends this duty to his hearers
feels but little of its efficacy, and seldom tries the experiment
himself. This may seem harsh and uncharitable, but I fear is
too true a charge.

* You preached your trial sermon at Berwick ; I could wish
to have a copy of it. Mr Blackhall has not declined ¢ I should
really be sorry if it were so,

¢ Ever yours,
 GroroE GRaRAM.”

In about two montbs after receiving license, Mr Waugh
was appointed by the Presbytery to supply the Secession
congregation of Wells Street, London, recently left vacant by
the death of their beloved and highly respected minister, the
Rev. Archibald Hall. Providence having chosen this field,
as it afterwards appeared, to be the great scene of his future
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ministrations in the service of the sanctuary, we may here
briefly notice the rise of that respectable Christian community,
and the valuable labours of his excellent predecessor.

In the year 1758, a few pious young men from Scotland,
having previously associated for prayer and mutual edification,
made application to the Associate Synod for a supply of
ministers, which being acceded to by that religious body,
they sent to them the Rev. Mr Pattison of Edinburgh, who
preached in a chapel that had been purchased in 8t. Giles's,
and was the means of increasing their numbers, and of form-
ing them into a church, by the ordination of elders. A suc-

" cession of ministers was subsequently sent ; and, in 1765, the
Rev. Mr Hall, by appointment of Synod, was placed over
them as their stated pastor. Towards the end of the year
1768, the congregation removed to another chapel, which
they had purchased in Wells Street, Oxford Road. It was
a merciful interposition of Providence that they left the chapel
in 8t. Giles’s at the time they did, as, in about three weeks
afterwards, it fell to the ground.

Mr Hall had been previously ordained in 1759, minister
of a small congregation in Scotland, at Torphichen in West
Lothian. ¢ We have heard little of him,” says the author
of a short memoir lately published, ¢ during his residence in
that retired situation, which could much interest the public;
only that he laboured in the ministry to the great satisfaction
and edification of that people, and that he gained the affec-
tions both of his own congregation and others, by his instruc-
tive and judicious discourses, his kind and obliging disposi-
tion, and his uniformly pious deportment.”

After his translation to Wells Street, through the grace
given him, he laboured with high respectability, and, from
the superior opportunities he enjoyed, added greatly to his
acquirements. To other useful subjects he occasionally
turned his attention, but sacred literature was his great de-
light, and he often perused the oracles of God in the original
languages in which they were written. He was diligent in
preparation for the pulpit, exemplary in his attention to the
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duties of visitation from house to house, and never a stranger
to his people in the day of distress.

During some of his latter years he pursued his studies and
exercised his ministry under the disadvantage of a weak and
sickly conmstitution. In October, 1773, over-exerting him-
self in preaching at the Lord's Supper, his complaimts re-
turned in the following winter, and at last issued in his
death.

« For some weeks, or rather months, before his departure,”
says one of his attendants, * he talked of death with as much
serenity as any one could do of going to sleep. He could
take a long and formal farewell of every one that was dear
to him; he was able to do this with a resigned, easy, and
calm spirit, which was calculated to soothe the distress of
mourning survivors.” Near his end, when some, sensible of
the great loss the church of Christ would sustain by his re-
moval, were weeping around him, he said, with truly digni-
fied Christian composure, “ I go to my Father and your Fa-
ther, to my God and your God. This God will give you
another pastor, who shall feed yon with knowledge and un-

ing.” He also addressed them nearly in these words
of his Lord and Master, “ If ye loved me, ye would not
weep, because I said, I go to the Father.” Soon after, he
fell asleep in Jesus, May 6, 1778, in the forty-second year of
his age, and nineteenth of his ministry, and was interred in
Bunhill Fields' burying-ground. It may be interesting to
add, that, after a lapse of forty-nine years, the same grave
received the mortal remains of his succeesor.

His knowledge was truly extensive, and he thought with
uncommon accuracy and precision. His public discourses
were well adapted for informing the judgment and warming
the heart. To the Presbyterian form of church government
be was firmly attached, from a conviction that it is the form
laid down in the New Testament. In conversation he was
easy, instructive, and entertaining. In the parlour he used
to descant upon Gospel truths in a distinct, engaging, and
pleasant manner. He never spent his time in empty, foolish
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talking, much less in making reflections injurious to the re-
putation of others; but in every company it seemed to be
his aim either to do good, or get good, or both. The bene-
volence of his disposition led him to attend to those minute
offices of kindness which are so necessary to smooth the in-
tercourse of mankind with each other, and have so great an.
influence on general happiness. His pleasing, generous, and
very acceptable attentions were not soon forgotten by those
who were the objects of them. IIe was much in the devout
exercises of prayer and praise, giving vent to the grateful
emotions of a feeling heart ; and used, even in the solitude
of the closet, to sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. -

He published several valuable works: ¢ A Treatise on
the Government of the Christian Church,” and another on
¢ Church Fellowship ;” two volumes on * Gospel Worship ;"
and two sermons, which he entitles ¢ Grace and Holiness.™
He also left a small work ¢ On the Faith and Influence of
the Gospel,” in a state of preparation for the press, which
was published many yecars ago. To these may be added a
small collection of his letters, which has been very recently
edited by one of his surviving friends, who has prefixed to it
a short memoir, from which we have extracted the above
notices respecting this truly excellent man.

Mr Waugh, after his arrival in London, continued to sup-
ply Wells Street congregation for about ten Sabbaths, and
met with a most cordial reception from that pious and affec-
tionate people. His public ministrations, and his private in-
tercourse with the members, produced a very favourable and
lasting impression ; which afterwards displayed itself by their
strenuous exertions to procure his stated services, in which
they persevered, under great discouragement, till their efforts
were ultimately crowned with success. The exemplary cha-
racter of the congregation, the private worth of such of them
as he was acquainted with, and the marked instances of
kindness and regard which he received, produced a strong
reciprocal affection in his mind. A wise and gracious Pro-
-vidence was thus silently opening his way to that highly im-
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portant scene of labour and usefulness to which the subse-
quent part of his life was devoted, and in which his great
Master, at his coming, found him faithfully and zealously oc-
cupied.

It may here be remarked, that Mr Waugh was, on many
accounts, fitted to make a highly favourable impression upon
the Scotch people in London ;—by his talents in the pulpit ;
the affectionate earnestness of his ministry, both on public
and private occasions ; by his open generosity of disposition
and pleasing urbanity of manners; and, more particularly,
by the strong nationality of his character and feelings. This
latter peculiarity was indeed fitted, in the most eminent de-
gree, to awaken the dormant but deep-rooted sympathies of
his countrymen ; and to it we may, without derogating from
qualifications of a more consecrated character, fairly ascribe
no slight portion both of his immediate acceptability and of his
ulterior usefulness : for (as will afterwards be apparent) the
influence of his personal intercourse with his hearers was aid-
ed exceedingly by the fervour of his national sympathies,
and by the tender, and touching, and pious associations which
he possessed the happy art of awakening even in the most
callous bosoms. The effect of this influence in keeping alive,
in the heart of London, the most valuable features of the
Scottish character, as manifested in the Wells Street congre-
gation, ought not to be overlooked, though it would be pre-
mature here to dwell upon it.

On his return to Scotland, he was appointed to supply, on
the first and second Sabbaths of November, the congregation
of Bristo Street, Edinburgh, recently vacant in consequence
of the death of the Rev. John Pattison, who was highly es-
teemed as an able and faithful minister of Christ, not only in
his own congregation, but in every part of the church where
he had occasion to labour. Here his ministrations were also
highly acceptable, and a very considerable part of that large
and respectable congregation felt warmly inclined to call him
fur their pastor. In the meantime, a unanimous call was
given to him by the congregation of Newtown, and sustained
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by the Presbytery at their meeting, December 21, 1779.
This was a very small congregation, in the parish of Melrose,
Roxburghshire, which had never enjoyed a stated ministry.
Although such a situation possessed, for a person of his de-
cidedly national and rural predilections, some peculiar allure-
ments, and had, moreover, the advantage of fixing him in the
near vicinity of his family connexions, and of the much-loved
scenes of his early years, he yet appears to have hesitated not
a little whether it would be prudent on his part to accept the
charge.
One of his early associates, at this time, writing to a friend
in London, ar eminent virtuoso, speaks of him in the follow-
ing terms; which we quote, not only as adverting to his
general reputation as a young preacher, but as also evincing
the very affectionate regard in which he was held by those
to whom he was most intimately known :—¢ I admire Mr
‘Waugh as much as any of his acquaintance, but not for his
taste for antiquity ; for often has he rallied me on the pos-
session, and I him upon the want of inclination for it. But
he has a real genius for the investigation of divinity and mo-
rals, and for composition ; he possesses the finest disposition
for friendship and for company ; and seems to me one who
will long be improving in excellence—longer, indeed, than
any person I know : so that I expect, if Providence spare
him and me, that he will make an eminent clergyman, and
that I shall rejoice in such a friend. He has got a call to
Newtown,—a poor place. Many of the people in Edinburgh
wish to have him: sincerely do I desire that they would
give him a unanimous call. I hope he will be a blessing to
the congregation, and to the Secession in gemeral. But
whither am I going? When Waugh is the subject, I can
no more get off it than a young lover can get his mistress out
of his head.”

The following letter will show how another of his most va-
lued friends felt on the subject of his call to Newtown.
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“ St Croix, Aug. 21,1780,

% My Drarest Frirnp,—Wednesday last being the anniversary
of the birth-day of the Rev. Mr Waugh, it did not pass unno-
ticed. May you live, my dear Sir, to see many happy returns
of the 16th of August! May you be an able, faithful, and suc-
cessful labourer, to whatever part of the Lord’s vineyard you
may be appointed ; so that many, by your instrumentality, be-
‘ing turned from the error of their ways, may bless the day in
which your mother forgot her sorrows by being told that a man-
child was born! and may you, after a long, happy, and wuseful
life spent here, enter the gates of the heavenly Zion amidst the
joyous acclamations of holy angels, patriarchs, prophets, apostles,
martyrs, and confessors, exerting themselves afresh in singing
praises to Him that was dead, and is now alive; who by means
of a helpless infant, sent into the world on the 16th August,
1754, has added many members to the church triumphant ; and
hath appointed him, as the gracious re¥ard of having turned
many to righteousness, to shine with them as stars for ever and
ever!

“ But let us return to the place of our present sojourning.
Pray, my dear solitudinarian, have you really accepted the
charge at Newtown? Were it lawful to repine at any of the
dispensations of Providence, at this I would really murmur. I
think the Presbytery ought to annul the call. Truly, 8ir, one
possessing such a share of urbanity as you do (I shall say this
betwixt ourselves), would be more useful in a town or a city
than in such a moorland hermitage, a rural cloister, as I take
Newtown to be. What could induce the people to give you the
preference ¢ You will tell me, perhaps, that the election of a
minister is providential. I readily grant you that ; but is it not
also preceptive? We ought to make choice of those, when we
have a choice, that can become all things to all men in the place
they are called to; whose tempers, dispositions, and way of life,
adapt them in some measure for their situation, and offer least
violence to their natural feclings. However, if my remarks are
too late or impertinent, may congregation and pastor be happy
in one another, is my sincere prayer. ¢ Whatever is, is right,
says Alexander Pope; so must I say relative to the election of
8 Seceding minister for Newtown.—Yours for ever,

“ GEORGE GRAHAM.”
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The subject of this memoir, after long deliberation with
himself and his friends, and much fervent prayer for Divine
direction in this important step of life, came at last to see
that it was the will of Providence that he should take the
pastoral care of this infant society. He therefore resolved to
g0 forward in what now appeared the path of duty, devolv-
ing all his apprehensions and anxieties on that affectionate
and faithful Master who hath kindly promised to his minis-
ters, ¢ As thy day is so shall thy strength be.” His trial for
ordination being completed at a preceding meeting of Presby-
tery, he was set apart to the office of the holy ministry at
Newtown, by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the
Presbytery, on August 30, 1780. The Rev. Mr Riddoch,
of Coldstream, as moderator, gave the charge to the minister
and the congregation.

On the following Sabbath September 3, he commenced his
ministrations with a lecture on Psalm xlv. 1-9 ; and preach-

1 ed, in the afternoon, on verse 2 of the same Psalm. He did

not regularly lecture in any particular book of Scripture, till
a short time before his removal from this charge, when he
commenced a course of lectures in Luke, It was a custom
with Mr Brown, soon after the ordination of any of his stu-
dents, to write the individual ordained a letter of salutary
counsel, regarding the particular duties which had devolved
upon him in the new and serious relation into which he had
entered. The very solemn admonition which Mr Waugh re-
ceived from the worthy professor on this occasion, he pub-
lished, many years afterwards, in the Evangelical Maga-
zine.
“ HINT TO MINISTERS.

« The Rev. J. Brown, of Haddington, tutor in divinity to the
Associate Synod, in a letter of paternal counsels and cautions to
one of his pupils newly settled in a small congregation, wrote
thus:—* I know the vanity of your heart, and that you will feel
mortified that your congregation is very small in comparison
with those of your brethren around you ; but assure yourself,
on the word of an old man, that when you come to give an ac-
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count of them to the Lord Christ, at his judgment-seat, you will
think you have had enough.’”

It would appear that this short letter had sunk deep into
his susceptible mind, so as not only to awaken that salutary
anxiety which every minister will feel who watches for souls
as one that must give an account, but to cause very consider-
able dejection regarding his fitness for that sacred trust which
had been committed to him. On this matter he had unbo-
somed his heart to his confidential friend, who thus writes :—

« St Croix, June 19, 1781.

¢ What is the cause of all this dejection, diffidence, and pusil-
lanimity, so very discernible in my friend’s letter? Really,
from your innate benevolence and generosity of disposition, of
which I have had repeated experience, I imagined that, instead
of fearing that your small congregation would appear too large
at the day of final retribution, your exercise would be—study-
ing a perfect resignation to the Divine will, that had been pleas-
ed to confine your labour and talents to so small a spot, thus
preventing you from being more extensively useful in another
corner of the Christian vineyard. I hope you are determined,
with a humble stedfast affiance on Divine aid, to act as a faith-
ful watchman upon Zion's walls, to sound the trumpet, and warn
the people when danger approaches, or is likely to approach,
whether your congregation be large or small. If they take not
warning, they shall perish in their iniquity ; but you, by your
faithfulness, will deliver your own soul. Our glorious, all-con-
quering Captain, has promulgated a manifesto long ago, and it
stands still on record ; it is to this purport, that he sends none
of his disciples on warfare at their own charge ; and that he will
be with his faithful servants at all times, even unto the end of
the world. Perhaps old Adam is too strong for my young friend.
Consider, my dear Sir, ¢ no cross, no crown.” You must run be-
fore you reach the goal ; you must fight cre you gain the prize.
Be of good courage ; He that is for you, is stronger than he that
is against you.”

Iis settlement at Newtown was very agreeable to all his
relations except his mother, who felt considerable disappoint-
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ment that her beloved son, who had received so liberal an
education, and had been the object of her unceasing solicitude,
should be stationed for life in such a small and obscure place.
The congregation was not in circumstances to give him an
adequate support ; and as no convenient house could be pro-
cured in the neighbourhood, he continued to reside at his fa-
ther’s, a distance of about twelve or fourteen miles, and usu-
ally rode to Newtown on the Saturday afternoon, and re-
turned on the following Monday, unless when detained by
ministerial visitation or catechising, or some other clerical
duty. His non-residence must have been inconvenient for
himself, and very disadvantageous to the interests of the con-
gregation ; and yet never was there a people more warmly
attached to a minister. In his public instructions, they hung
upon his lips with admiration and delight ; and his private
conversation, when he had an opportunity of meeting with
them, produced a still deeper impression.

‘We have already adverted to his very marked dislike of
every thing bordering on slander or defamation of character,
—a vice 8o strongly interwoven with our fallen nature, that
many good men, highly distinguished for other excellencies,
do not watch with sufficient circumspection against this be-
setting sin. The following is an illustration of his character
in this point :—* One of his people had travelled all the way
from Newtown to his father's, where he usually resided, to
communicate to him an unfavourable report concerning an-
other member of the congregation. Some friends being with
him, this person was requested to stay and dine with them.
After dinner, he took occasion, in a jocular manner, to ask
each person, in his turn, how far he had ever known a man
travel to tell an evil report of his neighbour ; when some
gave one reply, and some another : he at last came to this
individual, but without waiting for his self-condemning re-
ply, or unnecessarily exposing him, Mr Waugh stated, that
he had lately met with a Christian professor, apparently so
zealous for the honour of the church, as to walk fourteen
miles with no other object than that of making known to
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his minister the failings of a brother-member. He then, in
a warm and impressive manner, enlarged on the praise of that
¢ charity which covers a multitude of sins; which rejoiceth
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.”

At this time a considerable interest was excited about ef-
fecting a union betwixt the two sides of the Secession (the
Burghers and Antiburghers), who had been separated for
about thirty-five years. Mr Waugh entered with deep in-
terest into a subject so peculiarly congenial to the temper of
his mind, and wrote a paper in recommendation of the mea-
sure, which was generally circulated through that part of the
country. Several meetings were held ; but, from the warmth
and jealousy displayed on each side, these terminated in no
salutary resnlt. ¢ The time to favour Zion was not yet
come.” But though the lovers of peace were not able then
to rear that comely structure which has been since so hap-
pily completed at a more auspicious period, it will be said to
them, in the great day of account, by Him who weigheth in-
tentions as well as actions, ¢ that they did well that it was
in their heart.”

It was peculiarly gratifying to the subject of this memoir,
to find himself, thirty-nine years after this period, spared by
a kind and gracious Providence to be present at a meeting of
the Synod in Edinburgh, September 1819, when arrange-
ments were making by both sides of the Secession for effect-
ing that union which now triumphed over every obstruction,
and was successfully concluded on the following year. In
those arrangements he took a most deep and lively interest ;
and was deputed by his own Synod to offer up their fervent
prayers to the exalted Head of the church, to crown that
work and labour of love with his divine and efficient blessing.

While he was faithfully discharging both the public and
private duties of his ministry at Newtown, the deep impres-
sion his services had produced on the church at Wells Street
began to appear. A call to him from that congregation was
brought before the S8ynod which met at Edinburgh, in May,
1781. By the Synod’s minutes, it appears that,  after
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parties were fully heard, he was continued in Newtown by a
great majority.” He had spoken in favour of his continu-
ance at Newtown before the Synod proceeded to give judg-
ment. We extract from his own papers, written at this date,
the following account of his sentiments on a matter to him
of no common interest :—* The shortness of the time of my
ministrations at Newtown ; the yet unsettled state of that con-
gregation ; the attachment which they have manifested to their
pastor ; the struggles which they have made for the settle-
ment of a minister among them ; above all, my unfitness for
the office in which I now minister ;—these are the consider-
ations which moved me to decline accepting of this call. Since
that day, insinuations of several of my fathers in the minis-
try, in regard to that affair, have hurt my mind very much.
They are pleased to say, that I have wantonly preferred my
own ease before the good of a congregation which deserves
well of every friend to the Seccssion; that by my explicit
refusal, I had put it out of the Synod’s power to fulfil their
engagements in the speedy settlement of a minister among
them ; and that by this fresh disappointment I had given
the congregation a thrust which might be followed by very
unhappy consequences to the interest of the Secession in
London. Though my heart tells me that thesc charges are
not applicable to me, yet I do not recollect many events of
my life which have affected me more. The happiness of the
congregation of Wells Street hath never been to me an indif-
ferent matter : nay, were I assured that by my declining to
accept of their call, they shall suffer more than a slight dis-
appointment, or be in danger of applying to any other body
of Christians, I am fully persuaded that no considerations,
taken from my health, ease, native counmtry, or any other
quarter, would deter me from devoting to them my best and
continued services in the ministry of the Gospel.”

In mentioning the following incident, which took place
this summer (and which has been communicated by the
venerable ex-secretary of the London Missionary Society,
whose praise is in all our churches), it is to be observed, in
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explanation, that a chapel in connexion with the Secession
having been recently opened in Carlisle, Mr Waugh, in his
zeal for the cause, had made himself responsible for a con-
siderable debt upon it :— It was on the 4th of July, 1781,
that, by desire of Lady Glenorchy, I went from Lancaster,
where I then resided, to Carlisle, to purchase of Mr Waugh
a small chapel, in which he had occasionally ministered in
connexion with the Secession church. But as the cause
was discouraging, he was desirous of parting with the place;
and Lady Glenorchy, who had engaged me and others to
preach at various places in the North of England, authorised
me to purchase it for her. I met Mr Waugh there. I
preached in the evening. Before sermon, he baptized a
child ; next day I paid him the purchase-money, £120; and
he has often told me since, how his heart was lightened from
a heavy burden, as he had made himself responsible for the
money, and was afraid of the consequences. He used to say
it was a warning to him, never more to have to do with
money matters in chapel-building. I little thought then,
that fourteen years afterwards un intimacy would take place
that would last for life.”

A second call to him from London was on the 27th No-
vember, 1781, brought before an interim meeting of Synod,
which again decided that he should be continued at New-
town. The commissioners from Wells Street, in a letter to
their constituents, give the following statement regarding the
decision :—* We are exceedingly vexed to inform you, that
after all you have already suffered, our most arduous endea-
vours for the happy settlement of your congregation have
once more proved abortive, to the universal grief of ministers
and spectators, by the unaccountable keenness of the country
elders to humble metropolitan congregations, as they are
termed ; in spite of the plain, manly, and honest declaration
made by the worthy object of your regard, that, owing to
deaths, and other altcrations which had taken place since he
was settled in Newtown, he was willing to be removed.
The Synod, in testimony of their sincere sympathy, are to
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send up the Rev. Mr Dick, of Queensferry, with all con-
venient speed ; and have also appointed some members to
write to you.”

Matters could not continue for any length of time in such
a dubious and painful state, and there was every ground
to expect Mr Waugh’s speedy translation from Newtown.
The congregation of Wells Street had set their hearts most
ardently and unanimously on obtaining him for their pastor,
and stedfastly persevered, notwithstanding the great dis-
couragements they had experienced, in prosecuting their
claims before the Synod. A third call from this congrega-
tion was laid before the Presbytery and sustained on the 19th
March, 1782. At the same time, a call to him from the
congregation of Bristo Street, Edinburgh was also brought
forward ; but when the two calls came before the Symnod,
some mismanagement or informality prevented their being
brought into direct and open competition ; and that of Bristo
Street was ultimately withdrawn, after sundry discussions,
chiefly on points of form, in which the generality of our
readers could take but little interest. In the meanwhile, the
question was finally discussed in Synod, whether Mr Waugh
should be translated to London or continued in Newtown ;
and the commissioners on each side, and also Mr Waugh,
having previously been fully heard, ‘ after prayer for the
Lord’s direction and overruling of the decision to his own
glory and the good of all concerned,” the votes were taken,
when it was carried in favour of Wells Street; and the
Presbytery of Edinburgh was appointed to admit him, as
speedily as possible, to the charge of the said church. This
decision was accordingly carried into effect at Dalkeith on
30th May, 1782 ; on which occasion the Rev. Mr Lowe, of
Biggar, being moderator, preached from Psalm lxxi. 16, “ I
will go in the strength of the Lord God.”

There can be no doubt whatever, that the subject of this
memoir, with a mind constituted like his, by being trans-
lated to London, was raised to a sphere where his exertions
have been far more extensively influential in advancing the
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general interests of the kingdom of Christ, than they could
have been had he presided over any church in Scotland, how-
ever respectable or numerous.

He preached at Newtown for the last time on May 5,
1782, the Sabbath preceding the meeting of Synod at which
he was translated to Wells Street : his text was in 1 John,
iv. 8. And on 19th May he preached at Stitchell ; and it
being understood that he would not again preach in the
country prior to his departure for London, a great number
of his old congregation attended, though it was about twelve
miles distant. His text that day was from Eph. v. 2.

After the lapse of nearly half a century, it is pleasant to
find that his memory is still cherished with grateful recollec-
tions, and. that his name is never mentioned at Newtown, or
in the adjacent country, but in terms of high esteem and re-
gard, though few of his congregation, who were at that
period church members, now survive. A pious and very
aged woman gives the following simple narrative :—

] was under great distress of mind on account of my
husband’s death, who was suddenly taken from me by a
fever, and left me with three helpless children. I went to
hear Mr Waugh, who was then minister of the Burgher con-
gregation of Newtown. He preached on the words: ¢ These
are they that have come out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.” The sermon had such a powerful effect on my mind,
that it disburdened it of that sadness and gloom which had
hung over me since my husband’s death: I then became a
constant hearer at his meeting-house. His ministrations
were greatly blessed at that place. He once preached a very
alarming sermon on that text : ¢ But they made light of it.’
These were some of his expressions : ¢ I take witnesses this
day, the stones and the timber of this house, that I have made
offer to you of the great salvation purchased for you by Jesus
Christ. If it should be asked me on the great day, Did
you make offer to these poor sinners of the great salvation of
the Gospel ? I shall be constrained to say, Yes, Lord; but
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they made light of it.” The last sermon he preached at
Newtown was on these words, ¢ God is love.” He once used
an expression in prayer about the love of Christ, which,”
said she, weeping, “ I have never forgotton : ¢ It is deep as
the grave in which he lay, high as the heaven to which he
ascended, ancient as eternity, and lasting as the interests of
your immortal souls.””

A respectable member of the congregation, now resxdmg
in Peebles, has also favoured us with a few notices
his ministrations at Newtown:—* During the time Mr
Waugh remained there, the church was always full. Many
respectable individuals in the neighbourhood, belonging to
the established church, regularly attended his ministry, and
would have become connected with the Secession had he con-
tinued. There was a general impression on the minds of the
people, that he would not be permitted to remain long with
them. Each Sabbath he had a new text; and always fi-
nished his subject not only to the admiration of those who
heard it at the time, but even at this distant period his me-
thod of preaching is spoken of with delight by those of his
hearers who still survive. The Lord’s Supper was only dis-
pensed once during his ministry 'at Newtown: it was at-
tended by a great multitude, from the surrounding congre-
gations of Selkirk, Stow, Stitchell, Kelso, and Jedburgh.
His action sermon was on Ephesians i. 7, and made a very
deep impression on all who heard it. His directions after
the table services were greatly admired. The individual
who furnishes this information was one of the hearers, and
distinctly recollects the introduction to the address, which
was in the following words : ¢ My brethren, is there a reality
in religion? Yes, there is: but supposing there were no
reality, still we, the professors of it, have the advantage of
others, it makes us better ‘members of society, better hus-
bands, better wives, hetter parents, and better children, bet-
ter servants, and better masters, and happier in all our rela-
tions in life.” He then entered into a proof and illustration
of religion, as revealed in the Gospel, and confirmed by the
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glory of the Lamb in heaven: and concluded that part of

‘the service in a manner never before witnessed in so young a
person. Mr Coventry, of Stitchell, under whom he was
brought up, was assisting at the Sacrament, and present
when that address was given; and on retiring to take re-
freshment, he said to some individuals that were with him,
¢ O what lofty expressions! what exalted views of the per-
fections of the Almighty! O what a bright star this young
man promises to be !’

¢« It is worthy of remark, that his addresses to communi-
cants were always singularly impressive ; and it appears from
the above details, that the two parts of pulpit services in
which he afterwards most peculiarly excelled, namely, prayer
and communion addresses, are also the parts most vividly re-
membered by those who heard him fifty years ago.”

“ During the opportunities he had of mixing with his peo-
ple, his conversation was cheerful and always edifying, and
particularly soothing to those in distress, when he was called
to visit them. And it may be observed, that whenever the
name of Mr Waugh is mentioned to any of the few yet re-
maining alive who heard him at Newtown, their countenances
brighten, and their hearts glow with pleasure, while they re-
cite any circumstance they remember respecting him.”
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WHEN a minister removes from one part of the church to
another, the change will lead to serious reflections. Besides
the painful feelings of separation, he will often find reason
for bitter regret, in the recollection of various instances of im-
portant duties which have been neglected, with many pre-
cious opportunies of doing good, never to return; and many
anxieties will press on his mind regarding the difficulties of
his new situation, the temptations to which he may be ex-
posed, the obstructions he may have to surmount, and the
stedfastness of the affection expressed by the people among
whom he is probably to spend the remainder of his life.

The station to which Mr Waugh was now appointed, as
minister of the Secession church in London, involved in it
arduous duties of a different kind from those which had
hitherto occupied his attention in a small country charge,
arising out of the various classes of which his new congrega-
tion was composed, the different occupations in which they
were engaged, the dangerous temptations to which they were
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exposed, and the particular habits of life they had formed,—
all which required that his prayers, his instructions, and the
whole tenor of his ministrations, should be adapted to the
changed circumstances in which he was placed. If he felt
deeply anxious in this important crisis about his future pros-
pects, the following letter from the elders of Wells Street
must have been consolatory to his mind, by leading him to
cherish a pleasing anticipation, that the prayers of such men
would assuredly draw down from on high rich and season-
able blessings on both their minister and congregation.

« London, May 20, 1782.

“ Rev. aNp DEar Sir,—It gives us great pleasure and satisfac-
tion, for which we cannot be sufficiently thankful, that the great
and compassionate Minister of the upper sanctuary hath confer-
red on us the near and pleasant prospect of the fulfilment of one
of his gracious words to us, though altogether unworthy, ¢ that
our eyes shall see our teachers,’ and that we shall have one to
break the bread of life among us, and to be an instrument in the
Lord’s hand of spreading the renowned fame of our Lord Jesus
Christ, not to the present only, but also to the rising generation.
Blessings are doubly sweet when they are received as the answer
of prayer. It has been our concern, though with much imper-
fection and much unbelief, to ask a pastor from the Lord ; and
we hope he hath heard us. Therefore, we desire to take the
blessing from his gracious hand, and to render unfeigned thanks-
giving. It is our earnest prayer, that the Lord may speedily
supply the people of Newtown, and make up their present loss ;
and that he may direct your way to us in the fulness of the

Gospel of peace.”

We are indebted for the following incident to one of his
earliest friends at the University of Edinburgh, to whom we
have referred in a preceding part of this memoir :—* When
he left Scotland, to take charge of the congregation in Wells
Street, three of us, his sincere friends, met him at Horndean,
near Cornhill, where, next morning, he was to take the coach
for London. He lay down upon a bed to prepare himself for
the fatigue of the journey ; we sat by him; and one of the
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most important subjects of conversation was regarding the
way in which a Christian missionary should conduct himself
in introducing the Gospel among rude and heathen nations,
—a conversation in which he warmly joined. Of the four
present, Mr Waugh was afterwards eminently useful in
bringing forward and establishing the London Missionary
Society.”

He arrived at London on the 14th, and commenced his
ministry in Wells Street on the 16th June, 1782. His first
sermon was from Psalm xlv. 2: ¢ Thou art fairer than the
children of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore
God hath blessed thee for ever.” In this discourse he gave
utterance to that ardent and affectionate regard to the best
of masters which glowed in his bosom, and which communi-
cated so much life and character to the whole of his ministry,
manifesting on every occasion that he was indeed a minister
of whom it might be said, ‘ out of the fulness of his heart
his mouth spake.” He had three services every Sabbath :
lecturing in the forenoon, and preaching in the afternoon and
the evening; and this he regularly continued till near his
death. Ilis first communion was on the 10th November,
1782, when he preached from Isaiah lii. 14. Agreeably to
the practice of the Secession church, he observed a day of
fasting along with the congregation. in the preceding week,
when he preached twice; preaching also on the Saturday
evening, when, after public worship was concluded, tokens
of admission to the Lord’s table were distributed to the mem-
bers of the congregation. During the first year of his minis-
try he was not absent for a single Sabbath from his church ;
and preached only twice out of his own pulpit on week days,
once at Penge Common (where he then lodged) to a small
congregation on the green.

For some years after his settlement in London he spent
a great part of his time in retirement,  and cmployed himself
in reviewing his classical studies, in a critical perusal of the
sacred Scriptures, in reading various writers on doctrinal and
practical theology, and in making himself acquainted with
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general literature; so that his mind was richly stored with
important and valuable information on every topic he was
called to discuss. 'When his public avocations became after-
wards very numerous, he was accustomed, in conversing with
his younger brethren, occasionally to refer, with his usual
modesty, to that course of diligent and laborious study which
he had found so advantageous, not only to his ministerial la~
bours, but also in greatly furthering the exertions he had been
enabled to make, along with pious and good men, to extend
the interests of religion and charity both at home and abroad.

In the summer of 1783 he revisited his native country,
where he continued about six weeks, generally preaching
three times every Sabbath.

His private diary, from which we have previously taken
some interesting extracts, will pleasingly aid us in carrying
forward this section of the memoir. This brief record was
so seoretly kept, that none of his family were aware of its
existence till it was discovered, among some other papers,
after his decense. It appears to have been written solely to
assist his own grateful recollections of what Divine goodness
had done for himself and his family, and to give expression to
the devout aspirations of his heart to the God of all his mer-
cies. Many of the subsequent extracts will be deemed valu-
able, not merely as a record of transactions and events, but
as affording a faithful representation of the prominent features
of his mind, and particularly of the fervent piety which
glowed in his bosom towards that heavenly Friend ¢ who
seeth in secret,” into whose ear he was accustomed to pour
forth the unreserved and confidential breathings of his soul.

He thus notices the death of his revered father, the intelli-
gence of whose dangerous illness had hastened his journey to
Scotland :—

¢« July 6, 1783.—It was six hours after his departure that
I arrived at Caldron-Brae; where I found my dear, my ex-
cellent mother, with my brother and sister, dissolved in grief,
yet wonderfully supported by the consolations of our holy
religion. This was on Sabbath ; and on the Tuesday follow-
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ing, according to the usage of the country, he was buried in
the church-yard of Gordon, and his funeral attended by a
large and respectable number of the friends of the family.
It happened, providentially, that the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper was dispensed on the following Sabbath at Stitchell ;
the solemn services of which were found strengthening to
our hearts.

« And now, blessed God! when my earthly father is re-
moved from me, do thou take me up. Under thy wise, and
kind, and powerful administration, I shall enjoy more safe
guidance, more tender care, and more sure protection; than
from any created relation I could ever receive. I look up to
thee; on thine arm will I lean. Guide me with thy counsel
while here, and afterwards receiveme to glory. Be thou the
husband of my widowed mother, and the father of her child-
ren. Bind us together with the cords of love, and enable us
to soften and to smooth the rugged paths of old age to her
feet.” :

1t would appear, from a long letter addressed to him by
one of his most intimate friends, soon after his settlement in
London, that his great acceptability, not only as a minister,
but in the intercourse of private life, and his fondness for
literary society, excited considerable apprehensions in the
breasts of some of his brethren in Scotland. They naturally
dreaded lest his pleasing urbanity of manners, his social frank-
ness in congenial society, and his generous unsuspecting tem-
per, might prove smares to him, by alluring him too much
into company, which, whatever might be its recommenda-
tions in some respects, had a tendency to occupy his thoughts
with other pursuits than that of his high calling ; and which,
if permitted to acquire undue influence over his affections,
might even bring his ministerial character and usefulness into
imminent hazard. This letter of admonition is too long, and
otherwise unfit, for insertion; but we may observe, that it
is written with the unreserved plainness and earnestness of
warm attachment, and is equally creditable to the friend who
wrote, and to him who received and carefully preserved it.
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1t is a great blessing to a young man to possess such a friend ;
it is still a greater to be so worthy of one as was the subject
of this memoir. Whatever were the fears of his friends, they
were, through the blessing of God, soon happily removed,
by his diligent devotedness to his ministerial labours, and by
the secluded studies to which for some years he chiefly de-
voted his leisure hours. His marriage, which took place
three years afterwards, opened to his heart a new range of
duties and enjoyments, for which he was by natural disposi-
tion most peculiarly adapted. The increase of his family,
though necessarily bringing with it many temporal privations
and many anxious cares, was yet accompanied with blessings
and comforts which few men were ever more fitted than he
deeply to appreciate. The new relationships of husband and
father, while they unlocked the hidden fountains of his heart,
by developing all his tender sympathies and solicitudes, en-
riched him at the same time, in the only mode in which he
ever coveted riches, by an abundant harvest of reciprocal
affection.

In his diary, his marriage is thus recorded :—

“ August 10, 1786.—After regular proclamation of bans
in the churches of 8t Mary-le-bone and of St Clement Danes,
I was married, by the Rev. John Riddoch, minister in Cold-
stream, to my dear wife, at her father's house, in Edincrow,
in the parish of Coldingham, and county of Berwick.”

His aged widow (whose maiden name was Mary Neill)
still lives to weep over his grave, and to anticipate with
humble hope that ¢ gathering day” to which he so often and
go confidently alluded. It were indelicate, therefore, to re-
cord more prominently than by referring to his letters o her,
how richly he experienced the fulfilment of the blessings pro-
mised by the inspired author of the Proverbs to the posses-
sion of a pious, prudent, and devoted wife. May the testi-
mony so feelingly given by her husband to her devoted kind-
ness, fidelity, and prudence, and the affectionate gratitude of
her numerous family for her tender care and pious counsels,
be taken by her as a pledge of the faithfulness of Him who
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hath promised to every such mother, ¢ Her children shall
arise up and call her blessed ; her husband also, and he shall
praise her.” It is incumbent, however, on the writer to state
one fact,—a fact which, if unnoticed, would justly expose him
and others to the charge of an ungrateful omission, viz. that
Dr Wangh was deeply indebted to the sincere and unvarying
friendship which this marriage created between him and his
brother-in-law Mr Neill, of Surrey Street, London, for those
constant and delicate attentions to his domestic comfort, and
for that cordial co-operation in every plan calculated to ad-
vance the interests of his numerous children, which distin-
_guished the conduct of that valued and surviving relative.—
‘We revert to the diary :— |

« May 7, 1787.—It graciously pleased God to preserve
my dear wife, and to give her a son, whom at his baptism, on
July 22, we named Thomas, from respect to the memory of
my worthy father.”

In a subgequent page of this record, we find the following
testimony of his devout gratitude to the Bestower of all good
for the domestic blessings with which he was surrounded : —

¢ January 1, 1793 —Blessed be God, who is the health
of my constitution and the length of my days, for preserving
me till the beginning of another year. My family all in good
health, and our prospects in life serene. Several of my dear
flock have been summoned away to the eternal world, who
bade much fairer to enjoy more days than I did. Let the
life hitherto spared in the long suffering of God, be devoted
to his honour, and spent in his service. Father of mercies,
I am thine! Thou hast redeemed my life from sickness, and
my soul from sin. Thou art lengthening out the love of re-
lationship, the kindness of friendship, and all the joys which
the ministry of thy Son bestows on my heart. Quicken my
diligence in thy service ; make me faithful to the souls of thy
people, who are the purchase of thy Son’s blood, and the care
of thy Providence; bless them all with increasing measures
of personal and family religion ; unite our hearts and hands
in every good and pious work. May my dear wife and
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children continue to enjoy health and peace; let thy fear be
implanted in their tender minds; preserve them from sin and
bad company ; preserve them from the dangers to which they
are exposed, in the diseases that lie thick in the early stages
of life; form them for thyself, that they may show forth thy
praise. Abundantly bless us all through this year; make
us to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.”

The formation of the second congregation in London con-
nected with the Burgher division of the Secession Church,
arose from the circumstance of a considerable number of the
members of Wells Street chapel living at the east end of the
town. It was judged highly proper on that account, as well
as for the extension of the interests of the Secession body,
that these should form themselves into a separate congrega-
tion. The moderator and session of Wells Street, to accom-
plish an object so desirable, engaged, in June 1790, a chapel
in Redcross Street. Providence so favoured this enterprise,
that by supplies of acceptable ministers being sent to them
from the Synod, the people soon found themselves in such a
prosperous state, that they petitioned the Presbytery to con-
stitute them into a distinct congregation. The Rev. Alex-
ander Easton was subsequently chosen to be their pastor, and
was ordained on the 27th September, 1792, a short time
prior to their removal to Miles’ Lane. The sermon before
the ordination was preached by the minister of Wells Street,
from Galatians iv. 19, ¢ My little children, of whom I
travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.” The
diary refers to this subject in the following terms :—

« January 14th, 1793.—Published, at the request of the
elders, the sermon preached upon Mr Easton’s ordination.—
Blessed God! may my own heart feel the ministerial concern
which I endeavour to describe, and those Scriptural motives
by which I would encourage it. If I do not exemplify, in
my public ministrations, what I recommend to others, I shall
stand condemned by my own lips, and my sermon will furnish
articles of accusation against me. Blessed Jesus! may I feel
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thy love, and be inspired with cheerfulness and ardour in thy
cause. May this discourse be read by the ministers of reli-
gion, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. May it
be made by God, however weak in itself, an effectual instru-
ment of arousing the slothful, and confirming them that waver
between the authority of God and the love of the world.
May it please thee to secure from contempt and opposition
thine own truths contained in it, and to pardon the excep-
tionable manner in which, through my ignorance, vanity, or
weakness, they may be represented. Eminently bless my
dear brother in Christ, at whose separation to thy work they
were delivered ; may he also be enabled to travail in birth
till Christ be formed in the minds of his people ; may a spirit
of mutual and profitable godly affection be poured out on us
both, and we be helped to labour diligently in the vineyard,
and see the plants of the Lord thrive and become fruitful .
under our care.”

A copy of the sermon on Mr Easton’s ordination having
been forwarded, among other friends, to the Rev. John New-
ton, it was acknowledged by him in the following terms;
evincing the fervent cordiality with which these servants of
the Captain of salvation, though there was ¢ some difference
in their regimentals,” as Newton expresses it, united their
hearts in promoting the cause of the high calling to which
they were pledged :—

“ Coleman Street Buildings, Jan. 24, 1793.

“RRv. axp DEar 8ir,—1I heartily thank you for your accepta-
ble present of your Ordination Sermon, which I have read with
pleasure. May the Lord make a deeper impression of the great
truths and motives you propose upon my heart ; and may his
blessing rest upon you and upon your friend, and upon your re-
spective congregations !

¢ trust that you and I, though there is some difference in
our regimentals, belong to one army, under the one Captain of
salvation. Our weapons, our resources, our aims, and our ene-
mies, are the same. And while the good soldier is concerned to

maintain his own particular post, he feels an equal concern with
the rest for the success of the whole. On whatever side the foc
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is pushed, and advantages gained to the common cause, he will
rejoice whether it be effected by those who do, or who do not,
wear exactly his own uniform. My heart and hand, dear Sir,
are with you, and with all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, and
go forth under his banner.

“ When the campaign is happily terminated, the ministers
and people of the word will be found more than conquerors, and
shall assemble to join in the songs of triumph. Then all our
present petty distinctions shall cease, and we shall be perfectly
and for ever united in one heart and one mind. The more this
spirit of union prevails at present, the more the church militant
will resemble the church triumphant. In the mean time, the
same Lord of all is rich in mercy to all that call upon him.—
Your obliged and affectionate friend and brother,

« Joun NEwTON.”

While referring to Mr Newton, we may notice, that Mr
Waugh used frequently to introduce to him such of his
Soottish brethren as happened to visit London, and who were
naturally anxious to see that distinguished writer and excel-
lent man. On one of those occasions, Mr Waugh said,—
“ Well, 8ir, I have brought another of my Northern friends
to see you.” ¢ Ah, my brother,” said the venerable Newton,
<] was once a wild lion on the coast of Africa; there God
took me and tamed me, and brought me to London ; and
now you come to see me as they do the lions in the Tower!”

Besides his intercourse with Mr Newton and other pious
ministers of different denominations, Mr Waugh was at this
period, and had been for several years on most affectionate
terms of Christian brotherhood with the Scotch Presbyterian
minsters in London ; viz. the Rev. Dr Hunter, Rev. John
Love, Rev. James Steven, and Rev. George Jerment, who
will be afterwards more particularly noticed, as associated
with him in the institution of the London Missionary Society.
In the establishment also of the Evangelical Magazine, which
tended so much to promote the objects of that society, he
took at this time a very active share. But to this subject
we shall revert in the next chapter. 'We now proceed with

the diary.
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«“ Feb. 12, 1793.—Reflections preparatory to the public
service of to-morrow, the day of fasting before the holy
communion.

¢ Blessed and holy Father ! pour out on my darkened and
obdurate mind the enlightening and softening aids of thy
good Spirit, that I may look on my heart with impartiality,
and sincerely mourn over its corruptions. The more I look
on my nature, the more reason have I to be displeased with its
prevailing inclinations. There dwells in my heart naturally
no good thing ; but there dwell in it hordes of carnal, selfish,
and proud dispositions, notwithstanding all the care which
my venerable parents took of my education, and all the
privileges I have long enjoyed. How turbulent have been
the risings of corruption within me, and to what imminent
danger have my character, my peace of mind as connected
with it, the credit of that holy religion of which I make pro-
fession, the comfort of my affectionate relations, and my
future estate in life, been thereby exposed! In midst of de-
liveranoes from the flood and from the flame, from the just
alarms of an awakened conscience, from feared reproach,
from the snares of the designing and the selfish, how un-
grateful has my heart been! In prosperous estate, how for-
getful of the vows which in my trouble I made to the Lord !
Father, forgive what thy pure eyes behold to be base,
treacherous, and ungrateful in the past workings of my
heart ; sanctify me by thy word ; preserve me from falling ;
aid me in the services of to-morrow.”

¢ June 11, 1793.—Thoughts on Mrs Waugh'’s journey to
Scotland, on Sabbath last, with some of the children, for the
recovery of 's health.

¢ Long hath. the good providence of my heavenly Father
vouchsafed to the family health and comfortable estate: for
the space of more than six years have the mother and the
children been well, notwithstanding the unhealthy nature of
the place, and the daily danger of bringing disease into the
family, to which my profession exposes me. But the storm
at length begins to gather, and our fecble minds shrink at
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the prospect of the blast. The disorder which affects our
dear child is of the most alarming nature; there is little
ground to hope that her constitution will ever overcome the
malignity of the distemper. But thou, my Father in heaven,
hast done it; and I desire to bow down before thy will.
What am I, that I should speak again to God ? It is well.
O for a more resigned and composed spirit! Thou art just
when thou judgest, and clear of all blame when thou thus
speakest bitter things to us. We have sinned, and what shall
we say against thee? O alleviate the pressure of the disorder !
Strengthen the mother to bear up under the trial ; make the
means used successful for the end desired ; and O disap-
point our fears! Preserve them all on the mighty waters,
and carry them in safety to the desired haven. May good
accounts be received from them, and my oppressed heart be
relieved. Thou art my God, and I will leanr on thee. In
many former hardships and fears, thou broughtest comfort ;
thou hast never yet deserted me, and my hope is in thee.
May I be kept in the path of duty in their absence. May
the holy purposes in the Divine mind, of this dispensation,
be fully gained in my heart. From this world may I be
weaned as a portion, and my soul return to thee as her rest-
ing-place. May 1 be enabled to bring up my children in
the fear of the Lord, and my dear wife be helped to take her
part willingly and faithfully in the important duty. We
both look up to thee as our Father and Friend. We have
few to look to on earth, though many, many more than we
deserve. But thou art our divine, abiding, and all-sufficient
Friend. We would not wander from thee: this were to
wander far from our happiness, our’honour, and our privilege.
May this blast bring in our straying affections and confidence
to the covert of thy power, and the well-spring of thy love.
Near to thee may we ever walk, on thy arm may we ever
lean, with thy countenance may we be cheercd and comforted
through all our journey.”

“ October 25, 1793.—Reflections on my safe arrival yes-
terday with Mrs Waugh and the children from Berwick.
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« Blessed be the Lord God, who hath not turned away
our prayers from him, nor his face from us. Under the
means prescribed, he hath graciously put a check on the
child’s disorder, confirmed her general health, and encouraged
us to hope that she may yet outgrow the distemper. He
whom winds and seas obey hath vouchsafed to us a pleasant
passage, and brought us all in perfect safety to our peaceful
home. May Jehovah, the healer, mercifully heal our spiri-
tual maladies, our unbelief, our pride, our worldly-minded-
ness, our indifference about the concerns of the soul, and re-
store our nature to its primitive soundness and beauty. O
that our dear children may live before him, and we be
enabled to educate them in his fear! Many are the dangers
that surround us in this ensnaring and wicked place. May
the Lord, who preserved Lot in Sodom, preserve their young
minds pure and unsullied, in midst of abounding iniquity and
bad example. We are required to bring them up for God.
May our vows at their baptism be felt in their obligations
on our souls, and it be our daily care to pay them. Strengthen
us, our Father, with all might in the inner man to do thy
will ; for thou art our God.”

The following extract of a letter to Mrs Waugh will be
found interesting, from its connexion with the extract from
his diary immediately following :—

“ Whithy, Sept. 24, 1798.

“ By a letter from Berwick on Saturday, I was informed that
Captain Ramsay would sail that afternoon, and that he had pro-
mised to hang out a signal for me whenever he should come within
sight of Whitby. I have had a coble-man looking out last night
and this morning, but there is no appearance of the ship yet.
My things are all put up, and I am waiting the call to depart :
so should our souls ever be in readiness to leave this changing
world, when God shall summon us away. Yesterday was our
communion S8abbath here, and, like the first communion, it may
be the will of God that I shall no more drink of the fruit of the
vine with the church below. The will of the Lord be done. I
leave you, my dearest friend, in the care of your Father and
your God. He will not leave nor forsake you.
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“ Lean on Him, and your soul shall attain divine composure.
He is a rock, and, as Dr Young says, ¢ All, all is sea besides.’”

“ September 26, 1798.—Went on board the Louch, a
sloop of Whitby, bound for Hull, on my return to London,
whence I had gone five or six weeks ago for the benefit of
my health. Before we were off Robin Hood's Bay, the wind
began to blow high from the north-east, and was accompa-~
nied with rain. As the vessel was designed only to run
along the shore to Hull, she had but two men and two boys
to navigate her. About midnight, the master thought him-
self off the S8purn Lights, but not daring to venture in, he
kept the vessel out to sea. The wind incteasing next day,
and the rain continuing, he still bore out from the land ; and
at night saw the Dudgeon Lights; we passed on the outside
of them, 8o near as to hear the men conversing with each
other. By this time the hoops of the mainsail were almost
all torn from the mast, though there was no more sail than
was necessary to keep the vessel steady : in this state we
drifted all the night. I was the sole passenger ; and, whe-
ther it was from the fatigue and extreme sickness of the pre-
ceding night, viz, the 26th, or from my solitary situation, in
which there was nobody to hold any religious converse with,
or from the apprehended danger, I do not recollect ever to
have endured such sensations of distress. The thought of
leaving this world and appearing before the judgment-seat of
God, is at all times a most solemn thought ; it was rendered
additionally impressive at that time by the suddenness of the
journey, it having been resolved on at the time of dinner the
preceding day ; by the absence of my religious friends, whose
conversation and devotional exercises might have soothed and
assisted the enfeebled mind ; and especially by the absence of
my beloved wife and children, over whose future bereaved
condition my heart hung with inexpressible tenderness.

“ On the morning of the 28th, the master not knowing
where he then was, and seeing a brig making her course to
the southward, he concluded that she was steering for Yar-
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mouth Roads : he resolved to follow her ; and the more so,
as he himself had never taken a vessel into the Roads. The
sight of land, near Cromer, gave to my mind unspeakable sa-
tisfaction ; and, by God’s gracious providence, we anchored
beside Lord Duncan’s fleet, in the Roads, by two o’clock.

« Never, O my soul ! never let this day pass by, without
offering up fervent supplications to God for all endangered
persons who go down to the sea in ships, and see God’s won-
ders in the deep; nor without offering up the devoutest
thanksgivings to thy Deliverer, for lengthening out thy days
on earth, for hearing the voice of thy prayer in the day of
thy calamity, and restoring thee in safety to thy family and
people.” .

In regard to this providential deliverance, which he always
mentioned, when the subject was introduced, in terms of deep
and lively gratitude, one of his family has subjoined the fol-
lowing particulars :—

“ When my beloved father reached the shore, he imme-
diately walked to the churchyard, and, kneeling behind a
grave-stone, poured out his heart in gratitude to his God and
his deliverer. After which, finding himself quite worn out
with fatigue and anxiety, and wanting much the comfort of
a Christian friend, he wandered through the burial-ground,
to find an introduction to one who served his Master. On a
newly made tomb it was said that the departed had died in
Jesus. This was what he wished : he went to the house
where the family resided, introduced himself, and told his in-
teresting tale ; and with the aid of their kindness and hospi-
tality was soon able to pursue his journey. I have often
heard him speak, with the tear in his eye, of the despair and
anxiety the poor sailors felt, when they feared their little
bark would sink ; and with what pleasure he saw them join
him in his prayer to God for protection and deliverance.”

In his yearly pocket-book, at the anniversary of this deli-
verance, he invariably afterwards entered the motto—* God
is love.”

He arrived in London on Sabbath, 30th September, in a
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state of excessive exhaustion ; but notwithstanding this, and
the anxious remonstrances of his family, he proceeded with
joy and gratitude to preach at his own chapel in the even-
ing, from Hebrews xiii. 5, last clause, ¢ He hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee ;"—a promise of which he
had so signally experienced the fulfilment, by God's great
power and stretched-out arm.

From the period of the establishment of the London Mis-
sionary Society, in 1795, a very considerable portion of his
time was given to the various active duties which devolved
upon him in connexion with that great object. We merely
notice this at present as a point to be hereafter dilated on,
and to account to the reader for the apparent meagreness of
incideént at a period of his career, which was in fact particu-
larly active, and crowded with labours of pious exertion for
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom.

«“ May 1, 1800.—1I love the Lord, because he hath heard
my voice and my supplications ; because he hath inclined his
ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live.
The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat
hold upon me ; I found trouble and sorrow. Then called I
upon the name of the Lord ; O Lord, I beseech thee, deliver
my soul : thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes
from tears. What shall I render unto the Lord for all his
benefits towards me? O Lord, truly I am thy servant, and
the son of thine handmaid ; thou hast loosed my bonds. O
merciful Father, keep alive in my heart a becoming sense of
my obligation to thine unutterable goodness and love! May
1 be enabled, by a humble, cautious, and holy conversation,
to show forth a due sense of thy grace to my soul. May
the blood of Jesus cleanse me from all sin, and the spirit of
Jesus redeem my heart from the captivity of corruption.
Never let my thoughts turn to my numerous and dear fa-
mily, without suitable emotions of gratitude pervading my
soul. To God be all the praise. Amen and amen.”

« January 1, 1801.—I am, through the forbearance and
gracious visitation of my heavenly Father, entering on an-
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other century. While I look back on the past, I behold the
portion of it which I enjoyed illuminated with unnumbered
and unmerited mercies on the part of God ; but blotted and
darkened, alas! on my part, with much guilt. The good
Lord pardon my heinous offence, and make me thankful for
his unwearied care and love. In his strength I desire to en-
ter on the duties, to meet the trials, and partake of the mer-
cies, which may await me in this new division of my time.
O that I may serve him more faithfully, love him more ar-
dently, than ever I have done! The days, months, and
years, that are past, have carried up to God awful and just
accusations against me. May the report of the days that are
to come be more creditable to me. With new years, may
new measures of strength be imparted, that I may serve God
with all my heart, doing justly, loving mercy, and walking
humbly with him. Alas! what avail additional days and
years? Unless we thus fill them up with works of faith
and labours of love, they will only furnish the law of God
with new articles of accusation against us, thereby increasing
our condemnation. Happy the man who grows in zeal for
God and watchfulness against sin, as he grows in days and
years. To him the hoary head will prove a crown of glory,
as found in the way of righteousness ; and the evening of life
be illumined with the hope of eternal day.”

¢« January 1, 1803.—How rich and lasting the loving-
kindness of the Lord! When I look back on the departed
year, what guilt darkens it to my view! Son of God, thy
blood alone cleanseth from all sin ; and surely none ever stood
in such need of the sprinkling of this blood as my conscience
doth this day. O may the humble hope, which the gracious
promises of the Lord encourage, of pardon, inspire me with
deep concern to watch and pray against all manner of ini-
quity! O to live as seeing Him that is invisible! O to
walk as feeling the sweet constraints of redeeming love!
With how many mercies has this last year been distinguish-
ed! God hath continued to me and my family the enjoy-
ment of health, bread to eat, and raiment to put on. He
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hath opened to my eldest son a door of profitable employ-
ment in a serious family, and introduced him into a connexion
where his morals are not likely to be exposed, as they might
be in some other situations. The gracious Lord continue his
tender mercies this year also. May he make me a humble,
laborious, compassionate, and faithful minister of the word.
May he preserve in peace, and increase in goodness, the peo-
ple over whom his providence hath placed me. May he be
a father to my dear children, and bring them forward into
ugeful life. May he bless my dear wife with much spiritual
comfort under all her fatigue and solicitude, and preserve her
in all times of danger ; and to my own God and my father's
God be everlasting praise.”

In another part of the diary we find the following entries :
~—=< The gracious Lord hath this morning given to us our
tenth child. Blessed be his glorious name, who hath thus
multiplied our offspring, and hath hitherto preserved them
in life and health. How rich, how various, how unmerited
his tender mercies! O to live in deep humility and un-
feigned gratitade before him all the days of our lives !"—
“ This evening the holy ordinance of baptism was adminis-
tered to our infant daughter. May the Lord call her his
daughter, and give her a place in his family as one of his
children. We claim the promise to us and to our seed, that
Jehovah be a God to us and to them ; and are thankful that
we Gentiles are engrafted on the Jewish stem, and partake of
all the sure mercies of Abraham and David. The Lord give
us grace to bring up our dear family in the knowledge and
fear of the true God, and of Jesus Christ whom he hath
sent.”

From the time of his settlement in London, in 1782, to
1806, he had occasionally suffered severely from a gouty af-
fection of his stomach, accompanied with a weakness of
frame, sometimes 80 decided as to assume the features of
dropsy. During the whole of this period he had found it
necessary to take, almost every year, relaxation from his
public labours, by making a summer excursion to Scotland
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or the sea-coast of England. At the close of the year 1805,
80 great was the debility of his constitution, that he was
obliged, most reluctantly, to discontinue his pulpit labours,
as well as all his other public services ; and was for a number
of months confined chiefly to his bed.

On the first Sabbath of the year 1806, the officiating mi-
nister read, at his request, the following address to the con-
gregation :—

¢ My dear friends ; your affectionate pastor, by the holy
arrangements of Providence disabled from ministering in
his place this day, deems it his duty to call your devout at-
tention to a few thoughts which forcibly impress themselves
upon his own mind. Years revolve : what a mass of sins,
the days, and weeks, and months of the past year have ga-
thered together against us! Humbled in the dust, in the
presence of Infinite Purity, let us, with deepest sorrow, im-
plore remission through the blood of the Lamb,—blood
which cleanseth from all sin. Let us tremble at the thought
of bringing forward the guilt of last year to the account of
this new division of time. On the other hand, with how
many mercies a8 to our persons, our families, our friends,
and the church, hath the closing year been distinguished,—
mercies to our health, our character, our substance, our peace
of mind! Truly, at the close of every day, it would have
become us to have raised the stone of help, lifting up our
hearts with our eyes to heaven, saying, Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us.

¢“ We look forward. To our feeble powers of vision, li-
mited is the range at the utmost, and dark at the clearest, to
which our penetration reaches. It is almost indubitably cer-
tain, that in regard to some one or other of this congrega-
tion, the decree of Heaven has gone forth,—¢ This year thou
shalt die.” Let every man, laying his hand on his heart, and
lifting his eyes to heaven, say, ¢ Lord, isit I? Am I in a
prepared state for appearing at the tribunal of the Son of
God? Have I scriptural evidence of being in a state of re-
conciliation with God, and of having passcd from deathto life ?’
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¢ The year on which we are entered is a talent of inestim-
able worth, which our Divine Master is entrusting to us,
saying, ¢ Occupy till I come.” Let us address ourselves,
therefore, to a diligent and faithful discharge of the sacred
trust. Strength is provided in the covenant, and held out
in the promises. Examples of fidelity are exhibited to our
eyes in the lives of God's sainte, every one of whom, looking
down from his seat in glory, seems to unite with his brother
in saying to us, ¢ Be followers of us, who through faith and
patience are now inheriting the promises.” O to feel the
power of such examples, which, like torches, guide and en-
kindle!

¢ There is one additional hint to which your pastor craves
your serious ear. It is contained in the apostle’s admonition,
from which it was his intention to address you himself at this
hour: ¢If any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature.’
This is the suitable way for Christians to enter on the exer-
cises of the new year.

« In regard to the monthly excrcise for prayer, on the
evening of the coming Tuesday, he hopes the members of the
church will endeavour to make it convenient to attend, and
that the gracious presence of the Son of God will warm their
hearts with intimations of his love and grace.

“ The members of the congregation who are confined by
the afflictive visitations of God on themselves or their child-
ren, will send notice of their place of abode to any of the
elders or deacons, who will favour them with a religious vi-
sit, for the consolation of their minds, and the increase of the
graces of the Holy Spirit in their hearts.

“ Finally, your minister carnestly solicits an interest in
the prayers of his dear people, that the ends of this chastise-
ment may be gained, his soul in the furnace purified, and
himeelf restored (as he is encouraged to hope, very soon) to
the exercise of his ministry, which, except as to the very im-
perfect manner of its management, is the joy and delight of
his heart.”

The subjoined extract from his diary will afford our read-
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ers a view of the state of his mind under this painful visita-
tion :—

¢ March 1, 1806.—Now two tedious months have re-
volved in which I have been confined, the prisoner of Divine
holiness and justice. During all this space, how little have
I done or said for God and the glorious gospel of his Son. The
light of this returning year has never beheld me employed in
my beloved work of preaching Christ crucified to my dear
congregation. Alas! how little exercised in a spiritual and
profitable manner has my mind been under this severe visita-
tion of my heavenly Father! What feeble advances in pa-
tience and submission to the Divine will and hope in God
has my mind made at a season so favourable to the progress
of those holy dispositions !

¢ But let me record also, with gratitude, the loving-kind-
ness of the Lord. The views of his wisdom, sanctity, and
love, which are given in the Scriptures, have been comfort-
ing to my heart. My mind hath been graciously preserved
from infidel doubts, and hath enjoyed the most placid con-
viction of the truth of our Saviour’s mission, of the matchless
excellence of his character, the perfection of his atoning sa-
crifice, and of the free, sincere, and most affectionate offers of
salvation in the Gospel to sinners. My heart, I trust, hath
accepted the free gift of God, and, as a poor guilty sinner,
reposed its entire confidence in the blood and obedience of
the Son of God. His good Spirit, I hope, enabled me to de-
volve, at the darkest hour of my affliction, my dear and nu-
merous family, my dear people, and all my concerns, on the
guardian arm and faithfulness of my covenant God. For these
reasons, I would rear the altar, and inscribe upon it, ¢ Hither-
to hath God helped me.’

« Nor let me ever forget the affectionate solicitude and li-
berality of my kind people, at the beginning and through the
whole course of my illness. With the foresight and love of
a brother, they anticipated my wants and needs, and made
provision for their supply. The kind attention of individuals,
according to their ability and sense of duty, shall not be over-
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looked, but be long, long remembered with unfeigned grati-
tude. The gracious Lord reward them sevenfold into their
own bosoms.

« How shall I express my obligations to my own dear fa-
mily, and that most affectionate of friends, the wife of my
youth  Never, never can I recompense her fatiguing, cease-
less, and unwearied care of me, by day and by night, which
love and sense of duty strong as hers alone could incline and
enable her to take and persevere in. The concern and un-
feigned anxiety of my dear children about their suffering pa-
rent, afforded also much sacred consolation to my soul. O
may the ends of this visitation be gained as to my own im-
provement, and the benefit of my congregation and family !
May renovated health, lengthened days, and additional oppor-
tunities of usefulness, be all, all employed in the service and
to the honour of my God and Father, and for the solid bene-
fit of his people.”

Though still in a state of very great debility, he embarked
for Scotland on the 8th of June, in company with his wife,
and preached for the first time this year at sea (as was his
invariable custom when on ship-board during the Sabbath),
from 1 Johni. 1-3. He arrived on the 16th of June at
Kinross,* where he continued a few weeks, making short
excursions to various parts of the surrounding country.
Among other places, he visited Perth and Dunkeld, with
the scenery of which, particulary of the latter, he was highly

* Dr Waugh's sons received the early part of their education chiefly
at the grammar-school of Kinross, where they had the advantage of
being placed under the general superintendence of his nephew, the Rev.
Mr Hay, and were boarded in the house of one of the elders of his con-
gregation. The Editor has been requested by them briefly to record
their sentiments of obligation, for the religious care of their boyhood
while from under their parents’ eyes, not only to their respected rela-
tive Mr Hay, but also to the late Robert Grieve, the devout man in
whose house they resided, and to whose exemplary Christian walk and
conversation, and pious solicitude to preserve their young hearts “ un-
spotted from the world,” they look back with grateful veneration.—
Epiron,
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gratified. In every period of his life, his heart was cheered
and elevated, and his whole soul was wont to thrill with in-
describable emotion, when contemplating the grand or roman-
" tic scenes of nature.

At this time his legs were swollen to an alarming degree,
and his whole frame so debilitated, that his recovery appear-
ed extremely doubtful. His friends laboured to conceal their
apprehensions, but his own mind was composed and cheerful.
Ile informed the compiler of these papers, that at the com-
mencement of the complaint he had been taken by surprise ;
but that he had sought consolation in the proper quarter,
and had found it,—and that his heart was now in a state of
humble and placid submission to the disposal of Infinite Wis-
dom and goodness, whether his days should be shortened, or
his life be prolonged, for further labour and usefulness in the
church. His conversation, as usual, was decidedly pious,
richly instructive, and distinguished occasionally by a playful
and polished hilarity, so that he was a great favourite wher-
ever he visited, particularly with the young.

In August he went to his brother’s, on the banks of the
Tweed, near Melrose, and also in the vicinity of Eatlstoun, the
scene of many youthful associations, and of Newtown, where
he had spent the first two years of his ministry. Ile re-
mained in this part of the country till the beginning of Sep-
tember, and found himself so much recovered, that he ven-
tured to preach twice ; once at a baptism in the house of a
relation, and the other time at Newtown, when his own feel-
ings must have been deeply interested, as well as those of
many of his hearers, among whom were almost all his rela-
tions. He returned to Edinburgh in the beginning of Sep-
tember, and attended the meeting of Synod. In secing many
of his early associates, with whom he had enjoyed no inter-
course for a long series of years, his susceptible mind felt
deeply the forcible application of Solomon’s words: ¢ As
iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of a man his
friend.”

Subsequent to the meeting of Synod, he remained for a
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short time with a much-esteemed friend at Stirling, whence,

after visiting the Trosachs, and other Highland scenery, he

returned to the vicinity of Berwick, and continued among

his relations till the 2d November, when he sailed for London.

His pulpit, during his absence, had been principally supplied

by the Rev. James Ellis of Saltcoats, and the Rev. John
. Brown of Biggar. :

On Sabbath, the 9th November, he entered his pulpit for
the first time during the year, and with feelings of ardent
gratitude to that God in whose hand is our life and the length
of our days, he lectured to his beloved and affectionate people
from Luke xv. 1-7. Though his health was considerably
improved, his constitution was still so enfeebled, that it was
deemed improper for him to officiate during the remainder of
the year above once every Sabbath, and this generally in the
morning service.

His diary contains the following reflections at the conclu-
eion of this year :—

¢ December 31, 1806.—On looking back on the events of
this year, which is now terminating, what abundant topics
of gratitude to my heavenly Father present themselves!
By land and on the mighty deeps hath his unseen arm pro-
tected me. What kindness, through the medium of my dear
relations and brethren in Scotland, hath he manifested to me!
How gracious hath he been to my dear people, in sending
such able and suitable supply to them through the summer
and autumn. He hath also, in a great measure, confirmed
my health, and afforded to me the enlivening prospect of
serving my Divine Master for days and years to come. O
that God would vouchsafe me large measures of his Holy
Spirit, to enable me to preach the glorious Gospel with all
fidelity, compassion, patience, zeal, and fortitude! May he
give me souls for my hire! May I be permitted to see the
pleasure of the Lord prospering in every heart and every fa-
mily! Then, whether I shall see many. days, or be soon
called to give an account of my stewardship, it shall be well
with both them and myself in the end.

E
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« My inability will constrain me to discontinue the long
service. May I feel this as a powerful motive to conduct the
other part of the worship with more earnestness of spirit, and
to avail myself of the evening at home for the performance of
the important duties which I owe to my dear family. And
now, O my Father and my God! accept of the homage of
my unfeigned gratitude for thy past mercies, pardon all the,
guilt of this expiring year, prepare me for doing and suffer-
ing thy will in time coming, and be ever gracious to me and
mine for the divine Saviour’s sake !”

When his health was re-established, he was so much in-
volved in public business, that he appears to have had no
farther leisure for writing his diary. Besides his ministerial
labours, in which he was always most assiduous, his avoca-
tions, in connexion with the Missionary and Bible Societies,
and almost every religious and charitable institution of the
metropolis, were so numerous as to occupy the whole of his
time. Few men will be found who have more ardently che-
rished the temper and spirit of Him of whom it is recorded,
that ¢ he went about doing good.”

At this period, the subject of the Psalmody particularly
occupied the attention of the Secession; and an overture
for enlarging it came under consideration of the Synod.
From a deep solicitude for the advancement of every object
connected with the spiritual interests of the chureh, he pre-
sented, with the concurrence of his session, to that reverend
court, a memorial and petition, earnestly recommending this
measure, which after mature deliberation, was adopted in
a gpirit of delightful harmony, and has since proved highly
beneficial for aiding the devotion of pious minds in a most
important and eolemn part of religious worship. We cannot
fail to remark here, that though far removed from the im-
mediate superintendence of his own church courts, and sur-
rounded by many examples both in and out of the establish-
ment, leading him to adopt, on his own judgment, a selection
of hymns not recognised by constituted anthorities, Dr
‘Waugh on this, as on every other occasion, evidenced to the
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world that while his general spirit was truly Catholic, his
submission to the rules and orders of his own church was
most ready and respectful.

% To the moderator and remanent members of the Associate
8Synod, to meet at Edinburgh on Tuesday the 30th day of April,
1811. The memorial and petition of the Associate Session of
Wells Street, London, showeth,

“ That your memorialists continue to cherish a deep and
grateful sense of the privileges which they enjoy under the
spiritual superintendence and fostering care of this reverend
court, and feel thereby the more encouraged to submit to their
paternal consideration the subject of this memorial. The pub-
lic worship of the sanctuary, in the observance of which they
were brought up, they devoutly respect for its venerable sim-~
plicity and its scriptural authority ; the system of Psalmody
they peculiarly revere as the inspiration and institution of God.
Its contents have been their songs in the house of their pilgrim-
age : it is the fixed purpose of their minds to continue the use of
them. Your memorialists, however, humbly conceive, that ag
it hath pleased God to consummate the revelation of grace and
mercy under the new dispensation by Jesus Christ, it is suitable
to their profession, as followers of God, to assimilate their spiri-
tual songs, as much as may be, to these new discoveries of his
grace and love. This they humbly apprehend may be safely
done, by adding to the collection of Psalms now in public use
other portions of Scripture, containing discoveries of redeeming
love, descriptions of Christian duty and Christian hope, in sen-
timent perfectly consonant to the Scripture, and, as much as
may be, in the dignified and impressive language of the Holy
Ghost. Thus there will be more visible harmony between the
other parts of the public worship and the Psalmody. What was
the object of prayer will, when graciously bestowed, become,
nearly in the same language, the theme of song. The Psalm
will breathe the New Testament spirit of the sermon. The
church will sing the song of the Lamb as well as of Moses.

“ Your memorialists, however, do not hold themselves war-
ranted to make any alteration whatever in the doctrine, the dis-
cipline, or the worship of the church, without the knowledge
and approbation, explicit or understood, of the reverend Synod ;
or to introduce even any scriptural songs, without first submit-
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ting them to the eye of that venerable court. It is their privi-
lege, and they duly prize it, to enjoy a form of church order
which is equally distant from spiritual domination and from
popular confusion, and which is calculated to promote the unity
of the church, and secure at the same time the sacred rights of
individual Christians.

“ Your memorialists beg leave also to state, that it is not their
purpose to introduce the addition referred to, unless there be a
reasonable prospect of its perpetuating the peace and promoting
the spiritual edification of the church, whose peace and edifica-
tion will ever lie near to their hearts.

¢ Your memorialists are encouraged in this measure by the
example of the Kirk of Scotland, in her times of distinguished
reformation, and particularly by the acts of Assembly, August,
28, 1647, and August 10, 1648 ; and by the counténance given
to the same object by the Associate Synod, 1747, and also at &
later period.

“ May it, therefore, please this reverend court to grant per-
mission to prepare for their inspection a collection of scriptural
songs, or paraphrases, to be occasionally used in the public wor-
ship, in addition to the book of Psalms, if found for edification ;
and your petitioners shall ever pray that a large measure of the
Bpirit of knowledge, wisdom, and love, may descend from on
high on this reverend court, may rest on every heart, and on
all the congregations committed to their spiritual care and go-
vernment.—Done at Wells Street, this 11th day of April, 1811,
and attested by ALrxaNDEr Waven, moderator.”

After the important and beneficial overture regarding the
Psalmody had been adopted by the Synod, at their meeting
in April, 1812, as he was tenderly alive to the peace and
edification of the church, he embraced the earliest oppor-
tunity of making the following communication from the
pulpit :—

“In consequence of an act of the General Assembly, there
was published, in 1745, a collection of translations and para-
phrases in verse of several passages of God's holy word, which
was used in several churches. In 1781, the collection was re-
vised, and by an act of Assembly allowed to be used in all the
congregations of the land.
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“ The Secession church viewed the matter in the same light,
and by an act of S8ynod, in 1747, recommended to one of their
brethren, the Rev. Ralph Erskine, the work of turning all the
rest of the Scripture songs into metre, as the Psalms of David
are, and for the same public use.

¢ This matter has not been lost sight of by our fathers. At
their meeting in September last, they appointed a committee to
prepare a suitable addition of scriptural songs, to be used in the
public worship ; and at their last meeting, in the present month,
agreed unanimously, and without one dissenting voice, either of
minister or elder, to permit the translations and paraphrases
published by the General Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland, to
be used in all the churches under their spiritual care.

¢ Let it be carefully recollected, that the object of the reve-
rend Synod is not to dispense with any part of Divine revelation,
particularly the Book of Psalms, which has been so long the
hallowed instrument of God the Spirit, in creating, strengthen-
ing, and regulating every devotional disposition in the heart;
but merely to enlarge the means of fanning the flame of our devo-
tion, ina suitableness to the enlargement of the discoveriesof God's
love to us under the new dispensation of knowledge and grace.

“ Having received their permission, the minister proposes
occasionally, and as the theme of his instruction may require,
to avail himself of the use of thesc translations and paraphrases,
which he humbly hopes, and earnestly prays, the Lord the Spirit
may make very useful in raising your pious desires and longings
of soul to God.”

During the period from 1806 to 1815, Mr Waugh was
employed on numerous and important missionary tours,
which will be more particularly noticed in the subsequent
chapter. During this period also, the chapel in Wells Street,
which had been previously very incommodious, was taken
down and rebuilt. In reference to this event, we find the
following notice, in a letter to one of his daughters :—

“T am employing myself in preparing a sermon for the
opening of the kirk. The seats, by the bye, Mr tells
me, have been let as rapidly as it could reasonably be ex-
pected. It grieves me that the advance on them should be
found to bear on any worthy man whose circumstances are
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limited, and whose family is numerous. I hope prudent
measures will be taken to alleviate the evil, and remove the
complaints, which, though only in two or thres instances,
ought to be removed, and doubtless will. It is to the poor
that the Gospel is preached, and in all churches provision
should be made that the poor have opportunity of hearing its
joyful sound.”

The great exertions of the congregation (consisting gener-
ally of people in moderate circumstances) on this and other
occasions, and the liberal conduct of a few members whom
God had blessed with temporal prosperity, and with what
is far more to be prized—a willing heart to use it for worthy
purposes,—deserve to be commemorated, both for their own
honour and for that of their pastor, who so successfully ex-
erted the great influence he possessed among them to excite
a generous emulation in giving of their substance liberally to
the service of the sanctuary, and especially to the help of
their poorer brethren. Between him and them mutual esteem
had long ripened into a friendship full of affectionate respect,
which thirty years of Christian fellowship had tried and con-
secrated.

In 1815, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from
the Marischal College of Aberdeen, where, as we have seen,
he had in his youth spent a session very profitably, under
the tuition of Drs Beattie and Campbell, and had taken the de-
gree of A.M. He felt pleased and gratified with this honour-
able notice from a body of learned men, to almost all of whom
he was now an entire stranger: but this literary distinction
yielded- still higher satisfaction to his numerous friends, by
whom he was not only greatly esteemed, but ardently loved.

Agreeably to the usage of the Presbyterian churches, Dr
Waugh was accustomed to deliver special and solemn ad-
dresses to his congregation on particular occasions. We shall
here insert one or two specimens of the mode in which he
executed this duty. The first is an address on the intimation
of the communion, and of collecting for the poor, February
8, 1818 :—




CONGREGATIONAL ADDRESSES. 103

« By Divine permission, the holy communion will be dis-
pensed in this church on Sabbath, March 1. Young persons
and others who are desirous of becoming members of the
church, are requested to visit the minister on the evening of
Friday or Saturday this week, in the way of preparation for
their admission to our fellowship. To those who believe in
the Divine mission of the Saviour, whe repose confidence in
his mediation and atonement, who venerate his holy laws
and love his perfect example, we especially address these
solemn and scriptural hints. Your pious parents, at your
baptism, entered in their claim to God, as.their own God,
and the God of their seed. It becomes you to satisfy your
own minds that you approve of what they did, by personally
renewing that claim to God as your own God ; publicly
giving yourselves to the Lord, and devoting yourselves to
him as the guide of your youth, and the Saviour of your en-
dangered souls; avouching the Lord to be your God, putting
yourselves under his mild mediatorial care, and associating
yourselves with his people in the sacred and most beneficial
bonds of church fellowship. Your profession of Christianity
is blameably imperfect till this be done. Let not the sincere
but fearful disciple withhold his name under a sense of per-
‘sonal unworthiness : we lean not on our own worthiness,
but solely on the worth and boundless merits of Him who
is the Lord our righteousness. That very humility and
trembling of heart are evidences of regeneration. You will
find in the bosom of the Divine Shepherd a place for the
lambs and weaklings of his