


A

- -

SU‘I_{_VEY

.. '

PROVINCE OF MORAY;

MISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICALy AND POLITICAL.

‘

—atas.

“ Mihi quidem nulll erudid videntur quibus noftra igoota funt”
: ) ’ Clc!lo.

o

b Y J/‘ Q*‘" :\\(\_t ,:}. M/‘u [..F\ f'll:\

o

ABERDEEN®

PRINTED_FOR 1SAAC FORSYTH, BOOKSELLER, ELOIN, .

l“ _ MpcexcvuL,.

Lan

Y/




f "2'?9288

“i

ADVERTBEMEN

WITH fentiments of the higheft tefpe&, the Publifher is fohcxtous to exs’
prefs his acknow]cdgments to his Friends for the extenfive patronage he has

experienced in'this undertaking. He hopes that, on his part, no requifite
" expence or care has been withheld to render this the moft complete and the
cheape& topographical hiftory of any province in the ifland. Much diligence
in refearch, and the greateft caution in admitting any thing as fact, have been
ufed in its execution. h

For the very handfome manner in which the two firft chapters were furnifhed
by the Revd. Mr. Grant of Elgin, and the other two by the Revd. Mr. Lefhc
of Darkland, he offers this teftimony of his grateful remembrance. '
" Nor can he omit expreffing his fenfe of obligation to Mr. William Mxllar,
" Engineer of the Sutherland Coal Work, for the moft accurate Map of the Pro-
vince of Moray ever offered to public notice. His View of the Elgin Cathedra$
does him the higheft hopour, being the meft sorre@ ard friking yet exhibited
of that magpificent ruin. / /s

v ¢ [P ERCE I B

e

. o ' CON.




CONTENTS.
‘ . CHAP. L. ~ \
" INHABITANTS OF THE PROVINCE. . .
FIRST Inkabitants—Celts, page 4 and addmon page A
' Piés, — 6
. Scots, -7 . . )
Surnames in Moray,  ~+—u — 10 and addition page.
Tllaht.f, ) . m— T —— —_— 11
Earls of Moray, —_— — 13
Family of Gordon, — au-- — 16
o—— Grani, . ———— _ — 18 qnd addition page.
| ———— Skeuwglic, —_— — -2y and addition pagc..
Innes, —-— — 28 h
 e————— Brodie, —_— ~— goand addition page.
Calder, ~ — — g1 L
S e—— Kilravock, = — g2
N Dunbars, - _— ~— g3 :
(\«-———- Grangehill and Dyrn, — — addition pagc,
P Comyn of Altre, —— — 34
Frafer of Lovat, - e’ — 36
Macéintq/h —e - 37
Matp}u{ﬁm. o — g8
~ Macdonalds of Glengar}, — 39
~ Duff, Earl Fife, — — b
y ~——— Gordopflown, _ ~—— — 41
\ Lethin,. —— — 42
’ Findraffie, — ——  — 1.
' Murreffs of Duffus, — 43 .
% Po;ulatwn of Maray, — — 46 and addition page,

 CHAP. IL

ANTIQUIT[ES OF THE PROVINCE.

|
%OMAN Progreﬁ in Moray,
itrified Forts, . ~——

——

—

50

58 o
" Qbeli/fk



IS A

L

- Parift of Speymouth, =~ —

iv CONTENTS.

‘Obdﬁ at Forres, - —— page 64

Forts and Caftles, = ———m ~ — 67

Reltgwus Houfes—Urquhart, C— 72 ,
Kinlofs, — 73 and aa’dztwn page.
Plufcarden, - — 77 -
St. Nicholas, at Bridge

" Lathedral, — — —_— &1

Bifhop's Palaces, . - 8y -

Revenues of Bifhoprick, —_— — 86

Catalogue of B‘i[lzofﬁs{-_ Cm— " — g0 -

CHAP IIL.

PRES&NT STATE OF m BROVINCE»

94

— page
Urquhart, — 102
St. Andrews Lhanbryd, — — 106 .

Brainy, . - ‘ - 117

Duffus, _— — — 1283

Spynie, — 127

Egin,  — —_— s

Biraie, - L= 140

Alves, — ———o —_— — 145

Kinlofsy — —— = = — 148

Forres, — e — 156

~————— Rajford, — — - 160

~—— Dollas, . — 164

- Edm&zellze, T e —— ~ 167
————— Dyke, ‘ —. 171
Auldearn, —_ — — 1

Nairn, ‘ — 18y
————— Airderfier, — — ‘— 100
Croy, — -_ - — 193
Ardclack, —  ———e —_— — 203

Moy and Dalaroffie,” —_— — — 204

= Davigt. and" Dlmlzg&ty, —— — 208

- Durris, —— — — =12
T Set—— PC”}' — _—-‘-—- . P — 314

Jnvcrng/.r >




M “:f,‘-“ - i : % < - PN 2w
Finu: PR S U Yéf ‘{" by, = ¥ e L, P

i NP A
llvwr’-m . CONTENTS. §, Lees ¥

?qnﬂl of Inveracﬁ, : . . e———, ‘page 316
Karkhill, —_— ——  —— — 23y
Killtarlity, —_— -— — 998
Uquft, e ror— - 232
Bole ﬂlu, —— -—— L —— ~ 243
er———— Laggan, —— —_— -— 2512
Kinguifich, JSS— — — 25§
e Alvie, . —— " — 259
e Dutkel, — L — — 963
Abtf&t&],‘ ora—— Susm— ey — 25—*
——ieem Cromdale, — —— - abg
- Kirémichael, — 975
wee———— {nverauan, — —— . — 97y
" s Aberlaur, -— 28

Martlach, — 288
e Boharm, — 304
Keith, —— — — 20p
Rothes, — = — 305
e ‘Bellie, -— == 309

L " CHAP. IV,
STATE OF Acmcurrvnz, ROADS, AND HINTS FOR
IMPROVEMENT.

Agriculture, when firft introduced into the Pwoomt‘e. page 3tg
prefent State, and Hints for dmprovement of, 323

Roads, State of, — — g32
+———— Diflances from Invernefs to Edinburgh, — 334
- to Kirkwail, — — 338

. A LIST OF SUCH OBJECTS OF CURIOSITY

As are generally vifited by Strangers in the PROVINCE OF Mouv.
s defcribed in the Work

BATTLE (Field of), at Altechoxlachan, _ page 281

at Auldern, —_— — 185

p—— . — at Culloden, - — — 105
Battle




R ' GONTENTS‘

Bactle (Fteld of) at Mortlach, —_— —
Cattle Grant, : b
Coves of Caufea, —_— —
Cairngorum Msuntain, —_— ——
Coryariech Mountain,
Darnaway Caftle,
Eigin Cathedral,

Fall of Kilmorae, —_—

Invermorifton, *  ——— —_—
Foyers, -  »—— — L —
Foreft of Glenmore,
— Strathglafs,- - e [
Rothiemurchus, —

Abernethy, - et ——
Fort George; ~~ © —— - _

" Fort Auguftus, - =~ —n - —_——

g
| %%

D ——

Gordon Cattle, . -

Innes-Houfe, — —

. Kinlofs Abbey, - et

Mhalfourvinnich Mountain and Lake, ——

Nefs Lake, .

" Plufcarden Priory, R
. Sands of Culbin, ‘ :

- Spynie Caftle and Lake,
$cene of the meeting betwixt Macbeth and the Weird Sxﬁers,

agr ceablc to Shakefpeare, — e —

mt————— O

s

.

IHI'IJIIZIHIIIIHIIl"l‘_l

288
270
129
265
251
179
81
231
287
247
99
230
263
267"
66

g1
103’
73
235
246
77 .
177

113

178

PRE-



PREFACE, -

N

THE followmg Account of the Provmce of Moray is. ref-
pe&fully, prefented to the Public. The limited nature of
the work prevents a diffufe and detailed information of par- -
ticulars, marny of which are indeed of no lmportance bea
yond the circle of a narrow country.

Tn the two firlt chapters, it was the Editor’s with to give
authentic relations, without being a dupe to tradition, or
giving implicit credit to the tales of former ages. : With
this view, he has drawn information from the pureft fources
and beft vouchers within his reach. Ptolemy of Alexandria,
Richard of Cirencefler, and the djfcoveries that modern re- -
fearch has made on the face of the country, have been con-
fulted. 'The Chartulary of Moray, Fordun, Fobn Ferrerius’
MSS. Hiftory .of the Abbey of Kinlofs and Abbots, Sir
Fames and Sir David Dalrymple’s works, have been of avail,

“as has Sir William Jonss’s. Had accefs to original charters
been more extenfive, the hiftory of familjes would have
been miore particular and accurate.

Myr. Shaw’s account of families is'in general adopted,
where it appears he had examined their charters. As to
‘others, many alterations and additions have been made,
when fupported by original writings and genuine hiftory.

* Thefe are the only vouchers that are to be depended on,
i‘ and not oral tradition, . which is uncertain among any peo-
| ple, but is fo in an uncommon degree, if they are unfettled
f turbulent, and illiterate,

Sir Thomas Urqubart of Cromarty, in the true fpirit of -
Rabelais, lus favourxtc autbgr, has expofed and condemned
this
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tlus futile rage for traditional genealogy, in his pedlgree and
lineal defcent of the family of Urquhart of Cromarty from
Adam'to 16 52 In the way of genuine burlefque, he gives

. mames, marriages, and -dates, with the fame precifion a8

" if the recosds of their hiftoriographers had been preferved
. pureandi mcorrupt.

. To the vatious authorities for the two laft chapters
which were enumerated in the printed propofals, namely,
the ancient and modern hiftorians-of the kmgdom, the nu-
merous publications of intelligent travellers, and the Statif-
tical Account of Scotland, many dirett particular commusé
nications have been moreover procured from gentlemen in
various quarters of the country. Thefe have been beftowed *
with the moft handfome liberality, and with the higheft re-

* fpect they are acknowledged by the Editor, who, havmg

no partialities to gratify, feeks only to avoid mifreprefenta-

- tion, and neithér to hurt the feelings of any perfon, nor-

provoke refentment in any quarter.
The reader is to give attention to the corre&ions and ad-

ditions printed at the end of this work, as they illuftrate and.
conﬁrm many paxuculars. ‘

CHAP-




. STATISTICAL ACCOUNT .
PROVINCE or MORAY:

“CHAP. L
THE INHABITANTS OF THE PROVINCE OF MOQRAY-‘

THE ancient natives of Britain came originally from the eafty
and were defcended of a people who had made diftinguifhed .
progrefs in the arts and fciences, in agriculture, and the other
occupativris-of civil life. In time, they were reduced to a ftate de-
nominated-barbarous, and became a people whofe hiftory only be-
omes an objeét as conneted with that of the prefent inhabitants,,
a powerful and polithed nation.
We are interefted in the early accounts of them, and wxfh to- b(.}
informed of their origin, their manners, their mode, of govemmen@,
their internal revolutions, with their various gradanons from 'cadca..
@bl wildnefs to modern cultivation.
Our progrefs in this reféarch muft be inmiperfe&, as he ancient
‘hiftory of the ifland is involved in great obfcurity, and, after all
our induftry, will remain highly incertain.
The wandcrmg tribes and Warbarous clans who occupxcd the
country in thefe remote times gave little attention to their own hif-
- tory, and had few advantages for preferving accounts of their ftate
and adtions. This limits thc knovrledge of the Aborigines of cur
country inearly pc*xcc}s to a few fa&s, conveyed to us, threugh the
mediam of foreign language and manners, from a lettered people,
who, by trade orf conquef?;’ had- acquired fome acquaintance with -
them ; or to conjefture and reafoning, founded on a few public
monuments, with remains of their lénguage,‘ and fome anticnt
ufages that were obferved, until hiftory became eﬂfabhfhed on poﬁ-
tive evidence.
The conjectural part of our }uﬁ:ory is highly uncertain, if not, in
many particulars, fabulous. ‘Before the ufe of letters, neithér the
pames nor the adtions of men could be preferved little more than
' B @& cen-

.
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6 . INHABITANTS OF THE Chap. ts

Tacitus informs us; that in the age of Agricola our ifland was
inhabited by the people of Caledonia, the Silures and Cumbri. He
eftimated the Caledonians to be of German extraltion, from their
appearance and fize ; the Silurés, he judged, came from Spam, and
therefore wete Iberians and Pheenicians, and that the Cumbriang
were of Gallic extra@, from their fimilarity in language and reli-
gious inftitutions. The- Caledonians probably fpoke one of the
Gothic dialeéts mingled with the language of the Celte, who re-
treated northward on the irruption of the Belgz and Romans; and
", relinquithing their Sylva Caledonia, on the banks of the Thames,
preferved that name in Caledonia, afterwards Scotland. :

The united body of thefe Celtz and the Scandinavian colonics
formed that nation afterwards called Pifi by the Romans. The
Cumbrians fpoke a dialeét of the Celtic and Gothic languages, and
were thofe Celtz, Belge, Pifli, and other Britons, who,. after the
Saxon invafion, occupied the weftern coaft, from Antoninus’s VVall
to Land’s-end. :

. Bede, who died in 735, informs us, that in his age thefe were
five languiages ufed in Britain : the Saxon, Britifh, Scattifh, Pidlifk,
.and Roman. The Saxon and Pi&ith were diale&s of the Gothi¢,
being fpoken by people of the fame origin. - The Britith language
" was compofed of the Celtic and Gothic dialets, introduced by the
- Belgz. 'The Scottith was partly Celtic and partly Irifh ; the Scots
and Irith being one and the fame people. When the Romans
conquered 2 nation, they introduced their language among them ;
but before Bede’s time it had ceafed to be in common ufe in thls
ifland, and was only adopted in rchglous fervices, and 2s a lcarned
language. :

From the intercourfe between thefe races of men, and the con~
fufion of language that muft neceffarily arife, we cannot imagine,
that the:r language could be preferved pure and unmixed to mo=
dern times. A medley would be formed, that makes it now diffi-
cult, if nbt impoflible, to define with dccuracy and precifion the
boundaties between thefe different languages, and decidedly fay to
which of them innumcmblc words, both antient and modern,
belong :

* This proves how’ fundamental]y many fail in their etymolocncal-
cnqumcs In this  there i$ a fafhion, as in other branches of re-

- fearth, It is the mode with ‘many at’ ptefent, ta derive all the:
¢ names

P




Chap. 1. . PROVINCE OF MORAY. . - 7.

names of places in Scotland from the modern Gaekic, a mafs of
Gothic, Britifh, Celtic, and Iberith words, yet dignified ‘with the
charalter of antient Celtic. There can be no doubt that many of
thefe can be derived from no other fource; but this cannot with
propricty be univerfally done. This.puts one in mind of the an-
cient. Greeks, who adopted a fimilar plan, which created the ‘ut-
moft confufion in hiftory, and, inftead of truth, made it a tiffue of
fable. That the Erfe is a dialet, in general, of the Celtic com-
bined with the Iberifh, admits of no .doubt; but it is a diale&
- abounding with innumerable Gothic words. Befides, from the
lapfe of time, and the want of written ftandards, it muft materially
vary from what it or;ginally was when- thefe names were appropri-
ated. We fhouid never make ufe of a language which is modern or
comparatively modern, to deduce the etymology of ancient wards :
more particularly as.the moderns, in general, implicitly copy the
ancients in being guided by the ear, which renders all their concep<
tions on that fubject precarious and uncertain, as appears in cty-
- mologifts fo widely differing from each other.

This appears to be a probable account of the ancient inhabitants. -
of Britain: The Celts and Belge from Gaul; the Scythians or
Goths from Germany, who in time were called Caledonians and
' .PiQs, with Pheenicians and Iherians from Ireland: befides thefe,
in more modern times, many ftraggling colonies came into Scot-
land from Denmark, Norway, and Ireland. Among thefe were
the Scots, who, originally poffeffing a fmall. part .of the ifland in
Argyle, gradually fpread abroad. At length they conquered the
Pi&ks and Cumbrians ; and as the Angles gave tlieir name to Eng—
land, fo they impofed the name of Scotland on the other part of-
tae ifland.

There has been much mg°nuxty, not a little learning, with a
confiderable fhare of acrimony employed by the Irith and Scots, in
determining the original of the latter, and the rife of the appella-
tion. It appears highly probable, that they both at firft were one
and the fame people, as the north of Ireland might have been par~
tially colonized from the neighbouring parts of Caledonia:. This
circumftance, -and their vicinity, would keep up frequent commz- -
nications between both iflands, and a frequent’interehange of colo-.
nies. At length, two or three centuries after the Chriftian =ra, a

solony from Ixcland, under Fergys, or Rzada, or fome other un~
A . knowa



9 INHABITANTS OF THE Chap.'1:

known leader, was. eftablithed in Caledonia, and the appellation

Scots firft ufed within Britain. Bede, who lived at no great dif-

tance of time from that period, fixes this colony on the northern

banks of the Clyde. They gradually puthed their conquefts on the
weftern fhores, till they reached Caithnefs ; and in time all to the
north of the river Forth was called Scot/and, and the Firth of Forth

" was named Mare Scoticum. 'The Piks or Caledonians occupied

the exftern fhores and low countries. This ditinétion between the

boundaries of the Pits and Scots was preferved long in even the

. province of Moray. It canbe traced in | the names and hills through
out the whole of the province. ‘

Among the charters of Dunbar of Grange, there is one granted
in 1221 by ng Alexarder II. to the Abbacy of Kinlofs, of the
lands of ‘Burgy, in which a boundary is, Rune Pifforum, the Pifls’
Cairn. In another charter from Richard, bithop of Moray, after
‘the year 1187, to the fame abbacy, is mentioned, Scoticum molen<
dinum ; and to this day, a road from the highlands to the low dif-
tri&s of the province is called the Scots Rodd. It js througb the

‘hilis to the caft of Dollas.

After a variety of fortune and much bloodthed, the Scots, Pz[t's,
and Caledonians, in the gth century, united themfelves under one
fovereign, and took the fingle name of Scots, though that of Pz&’:

alfo remained in'fome parts of the kingdom many years after this. -

. Itis difficult to give a fatisfaltory account of the origin of the
appellation Scots. - Probability leads us to judge, that Scot and
Scytht are the fame names, and that Scoz was’afterwards applied
to them as a term of reproach, on account of their plundering and
rapacious marnners. One particular is certain, that it was im-
ported from Ircland, which was the antient Scotia, and its inha-
bntants were called Scots after the year 1400.

radition is filent with regard to the time when the firft colo-
ries came into the north of Scotland from Scandinavia and Ger-
many. -We learn from €laudian, that the Saxons were in the Grk-
~ neys before' the year 390, and the Pi@s in Thule, by which he

means the north of Scotland. Tafous infotms us, that about 927
the Norwegians, under the command of Sigind earl of  Orkney,
congquered ‘Moray, where probably they built Elgin. At that. pe-
riod, or rather before it, the Pi&s occupied a Roman ftation on

't,hc Moray Firth caxled Pecrotan, which they named the Burgs,

and




i

b

1
|

Chap. Ta " PROVINCE OF MORAY, Y

and eftablifhed themfelves under its prote@ion in great numbers,
as appears by the ruins. of houfes that extend along the feafhore
to the eaft almoft two miles. This, and more ancicnt colonies of
‘the fame people, mingling with the Britifh; impelled northwards
by the invafions of the Belgz, Iberians, Romans, and Saxbns,
peopled the province of Moray.

We are entirely ignorant of their internal &ate and -partial re-
volutlons, but we, have every reafon.to believe, that they were
a rncceflitous, turbulent, unfettled people. This is confirmed by

their killing King Malcolm 1. at Ulrin, which, by ths chartulary of -

Moray, is the Caltle of Forres. They alfo murdered King Duifus at
Forres about 966, when he came to punifh them for their crimes.
They rebelled in the- reign of Mafcalm IV. who, about 1160, led
an army againft them. Thcy fubmitted 3 but, to break their future
licentioufnefs, in. 1161 he tranfplanted all thofe engaged in thé in-
furrettion into the other counties of Scotland, from Caithnefs to
Galloway. :

In conformity to.the pra&ice fometime before introduced into
Scotland, of firnamgs being taken from names of places, their ge-

neral firname was Murrg/, after their country 5 but many altered -

this into that of the place where they. were eQablithed. Thofe
called Sutherland, Earls of Sutherland, were originally Murrefs, ns
appears from a proteétion granted by Edward, king of England, to
William de Murvef, fon of thg Earl .of Sutherland. It is dated
28th Jan. 1367. The firft of the family of Sutherland in record is
Hugo Frefkyn, between 1185 and 1214. When this tranfporta-
tion of the inhabitants of Moray took place, it is highly probable,
that the ng granted their lands to others, who founded new fa-
milies, of whom many of the prefent inhabitants are defcended.

Malcolm IIL. and his fucceffors-received with open arms many
exiles and difcontented pcrfons of rank from England, of-Saxon
and Norman extraction : they alfo rcceived adventurers from the
Continent.: fo that.imperceptibly the greateft part of ths property
in Scotland belonged to thefe ftrangers. . At this day, moft of the
nobility of Scotland, and many commouners of anc1cnt families, are
of their blood.

At this period it was, prohably, that the Rofes of Kilravock
came from England, and received their land within the province :

' their being commonly called Baram qf Kilravock, an Enghﬂx

mle, fupposts thg conjeCture.
The
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.The dnnes’s of Innes, it is likely, were eftablifhed at the fame
time. The founder of that family is named in the charter granted
by Malcolm IV..about 1160, Beroaldus Flandrienfis; or Beroald
the sFlandrian. Beroald is a nanie commen ifi- the Low Countncs,
but unknown in Scotland. '

It may throw fome light on the ancient inhabitants of the pro- .
vince, and aid in diltinguifhing what race they were defcended of,
to mention the pames of perfons as formerly wfed. Before the
reign of Malcolm Canmore, all is darknefs in the hiftory-of Scot-
land; at large; and ftill lefs can we expe&t any authentic docu-
ments of what reg:u‘ds the province of Moray. The moft ancient
one is the chartulary of Moray it contains a feries of charters from
about the 1200 to 1 5§29, in which a variety of names are mehtioned,
of Piéifh, Saxon, Irith, and Low Country origin. ' The names are

-numerous, fome local, fome patronymics, fome from occupation,
and others from caufes now.incxplicable. The modern praticeof

clan names does not appear to have prevailed in any great degree -

in thefe days; but afterwards, many people uniting for their joint
‘ defencc, afflumed the name of their common chieftain,: or of the
moft powerful body of the affociation. - Unentertammg as it may
" be, it is proper to mention fome of the names in the chartulary
and other ¢harters in thefe different periods. _

. From the 1200 to the 1400—Bricius Malcolm, Robert Gilmakel,
Macbcth Patrick, Gillefbred, Walter, Stephen, Symon, all clergy-
men, with the names of their livings annexed ;; Hughfon of Fref-
kyn, Walter of Moray, William de Rift, William Agnus (Lamb)
Malice, Archibald Lambert, Gillemer, John' de Hedon, Morgund
* Ranold, Gillemallovock Macknakingelle, Sythak Mackmallon, Ro-
- bert Hado, Archibald de Dufphus miles, Hugh Douglafs, Auguf-
tine of Elgin, William Wifeman, Walter Innes, Adam Gurmund
miles, Gyllimaked Macgillipatrick, Gilcrift Grathack, Marynus,
Sumerlet of Bucharyn, John Byfeth, William Stephen, Hugh Cor-
bet, Wadyn Gamell, Hutyng Marfhall, John Prat, Thomas Syband,

Hugh Lormac, Gilmalnoc .MacThomas, Regunald de Chin, Mac-

Crather Macquoin, Duncan Frafer, John Corbeth, Robert de Joni-
fton, Dugal, Alexander Black, John Cambron, Malcungy Malli-
nack, Macbeth, Macferchar, Walter Crawford, Murin, Wiiliam
Noreys, William de Fenton, Dominus Barth, Flamang, Laurence
-and Robert Grant, Thomas Man, Bredan fon of Fergus, Martin
More, Maldowney Beg, Maldowney MacMartm, Bredan Breach,

’ Martin

~

s




Chap. 1. : “PROVINCE OF MORAY. : 11

Martin McColy, Donymore, Michael Mul{wayn, Maldowney Mac-
Robe, Colin MacGiibride, Al xander Mcnerys, John de Forbes,
Michael Schapmar, William Vaus, Henry Portar, Falconaf, Huf-
band, Muil, Wood, Orlet, Elias Sifter, John de Killour, Thomas
Rolland, Thoinas de Dalton, John Tullois, John Bully, James Su-
ter, Walter Thorald, Faucounere of Lethinbar, Rofs, Vylgus, Wil-, -
liam Pope, William Screys, Henery Scypard, Robert Mykel, Malin;
Glaud, Hugh Grene, Lulack McIman, John Scott, William Wal~
kere, Stephen Skinner, Alexander Irynpins, William Tavernire,
John Griy, Adam Flemynges, Thomas Utrchard, John Sibbald,
William. de Dun, Chriftian McKinnach Gartned, Rob:rt Curry,
Donald Rogerfton, Ninynus de Achors, Eva Murtach, Murriel
Pollock, Morgund, Alexander Chitholm, Hugh Frafer de Loveth,

From the x4oo-—Fothermg‘mma, Dunbars, Gordons, Winchel
ters, Stewarts, Cummings, Carrowe, Clerk, Hill, Tait, Quorfque,
Wilfon, Ogilvie, Flemyng, Duffs, &c. are the moft numerous
names. After the 1529, there are no accounts of any great changc
of the inhabitants or names, but what might naturally happen dur-
ing the lapfe of years, from the change of property, and the rife
and fall of different families and names. : -

After this genﬂral account of the inhabitints of the province,
a fhort detail is to be given of the princip.l families, beginning
with thofe nobilitated, according to their antiquity in Moray: but
previous to confidering thofe vefted with me-ern titles, it may not
be improper to inquire iato the import ard dignity of Tiane, which
was the appellation of perfons of rank and confequence in Scot-
land before the days of Malcolm III. They were the nobility and
geatry of thofe days, and the titl¢ long remained after thofe of Zarl
and Baron were introduced by Malcolm Canmore, who began to
reign in 1057. There were many Thanes in Rofs and-the other
counties in Scotland in the reign of William the Lion: they ex-
ifted in the province of Moray tiil about 1300.

. Scotland was divided into tharnzdoms, and the ti itle was o igi-
nally borrowed from the Danes or Norwegians, and the Saxons
in England. It fignifies the King's Afzaifer.  ‘There is great un-
certainty as to thexr privilezes and rank, as thefe can only be learncd
by record, and few records rcmain of thefe ancient days. It ap-
pears by the Regiam Magiflatem, that the marchet of the daugh-

ter of a Thanz was two cows, or twelve fillings 3 but that of an
C . Earl’s

-
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Earl’s daughtc. was twclve cows ;.and that of a freeman’s daughter,
not lord of the village, one cow. This Marcheta Mulierum was
a covenant between the lord and the villain, when his unmarried
daughter ‘was debauched; or alfo, when the foke-man or villain
obtained his lord’s permiffion to marry his daughter : he paid an
acknowledgment, or fine, when he did it without permiffion. The
Cro of an Earl was 140 ¢ows ; of an Earl’s fon, and a Thane, was
100 COWS; “and that of a hufbandman, was 16 cows. At this
period, therefore, there was a middle rank betwecn the nobility
,and freemen.

This is alfo confirmed by an affize, mentioned in the chattulary
_of Moray, of Wlliam the Lion, at Perth, in which the rank is
Bithops, Abbots, Earls, Barons, Thanes, and all the Community.
In the fame chartulary, there is a charter of Alexander II. about
1232, where Thani Regis and Firmarii, or King’s Thanes and
-Tenants, are claffed together, whofe lands might be changed as
he pleafed.

The fame King had atlo rents paid him by his feodi firmarii, in
Moythas, Brothyn, and Dyke, which were thanedoms. In a fub-
miffion between Andrew, Bifhop of Moray, and Hugh Rofe, Ba-
ron of Kilravock, in 1492, wrote in Latin ; among the arbiters are
William Calder of Calder and John Brodie of Brodie. In this deed
they are promifcuoufly called Thane, or de codem, of that ilk; but
in the decreet arbitral, wrote in Esglith, the defignation is Thani.
From this it appears, that Thane, or Gentleman, the head of the
name, are the fame.

The thanedoms, of grants of land, were probably at firft during
-pleafure ; then, for a certain number of years; and at length, were
for life, and heremtary About the 12c0, there were feveral ‘Thanes
of different families, in a fhort fpace of time, over a thanedom in
the Mearns, now a part of the eftate of Arbuthnot. _ -

They conduéted their followers to the field, as it was an effential

part of their drefs, to go abroad with a fpear in their hands. It

appears by the laws of King David, that Thanes held of the King

and alfo of Earls; as Thanes of both defcriptions were fubjeéted

to certain penalties, if they were abfent from the loyal army; and

are diftinguithed from Barons and Milites. :

- They no doubt paid out of their lands' a certain yearly revenue

in kind, to thofe from whom tbey had t‘zc:r grants. It is uncer-
tain
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tain what jurifdiction they had in their domains, or if they appear-
~ ed before the King’s or Earl’s judges. By an order of William the
Lion, when the Pillanus or Rufficus refufes to pay tithes, his
Thane, or Dommu.s. if he has a Dominus, fhall feize them from
him ; but if the Thane or Lord negleét this, then the Vice-Comes, or
* Sheriff, and failing him, the King’s Fufliciar, fhall feize the t1thes,
and the penalty for neglet of payment.

A thanedom was lefs than a fherifdom or county, as there were
feveral thanedoms in Moray. In Banff-thire, there were alfo many
of them, as the thanedom of the Boyne, of Conwath, of Aberkir-
dor, Nathdole, &c. And in the foundation charter of the bifhop-
prick of Aberdeen by Malcoim IV. he endows it, among other re-
venues, with the tithes of his thanages in the countics of Aberdeen
and Banff.

In the provinge of Moray, there was the thanedom of Moray,
that included the lands of Ligate, Newton, and Ardgaoith. There
was the Thane of Brodie, the anceftorof that family; the lands of
Moithes, or Moynefs, were alfo a thanedom in r295. Johnde
Dolais was Thane of Cromdale in 1367. Calders were Thanes of
Calder, {o low as the 1500. Moray was early an earldom but there

" being no reeords extant of that line, and hiftory alfo imperfect,
nothing decifive, beyond conjefture, can be determined about igs
nature ; as it exifted before the =ra of genuine hiftory.

Fordoun mentions, that Angus, Earl of Moray, was flain by the
Scots at Stricathrow, about 1131 ; and Selden informs us, that in
1171 William the Lion promifed to grant the earldom of Moray
to Morgund, fon of Gillocherus, Earl of Man, ‘

The fame King alfo appointed Malcolm, Earl of Fife, Cujlos of

Moray; and after him, William 'Cumyn, Earl of Buchan, and

Jufticiar of Scotland, wasalfo Cuffos.

"There are no accounts of any others to be d.pendcd on, until
about 1314, when King Robert Bruce erected his lands in Moray
into a earldom, and beftowed it on his nephew, Thomas Randolph,
whom Pitfcottie calls chief of the Clan-Allan.

The boundaries of this earldom were extenfive; beginning at

~where the river Spey falls into the fea, and including all the territory
to the north of that river, to the fea thore ; as alfo the lands of Fo-

chabers and Boharm, on the eaft; and they follow its bed to the

snarches of Badenach: they include the lands of Kyncardyn and

- C2 Gleneairn,

.-y
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Glencairn, Badenach, Maymez, Locharkedh, Glengary and Glenelg,
- to the-weft fea; and along the fca fhore, to the north-weft boun-
» daries of Argvle; and then to thofe of the earldom of Rofs, till
they reach the river of Forne, or Farar, and the ealt fea.

The charter of ereCtion is extant, and throws great light on the
nature of ancient peerages. At that period, the grant of the digni=
fied fee conferred the diguity 3 and, in particular, the grant of the
camitatus, or earldom, conferrcd the title Comes, or Earl. The
title of honour was infeparably conneétcd with the territory; {o that
one divefted of the eltate of the earldom ceafed to enjoy the dig-
nity. The lands not formerly an earldom, but only the King’s

-lands, in Moray, are erefted intp a comitatus; and Thomas Ran-
dolph, not formerly an Earl, but M:/es. upon the grant of the comi-
tatus to him, is called Coices, or Earl. This Earl died in 1331,
and was fucceeded by his fon, Thomas, who fell in the battle of
Dupplin, 1332. His brother, okn, fucceeded Fim, who was killed
in the battle of Durtham, 1346. Had not the eirldom been limited
in the original charter to heirs male, Patrick Dunbar, Earl of March,
in right of his wife Agnes, daughter of the firft Earl Thomas, would
have fucceeded to the efltate and earldom j for female fucceflion to
land eftates, and titles of henour, was eftablifhied in the ufage and
law of Scotland, as far back as records and hiftory reach. Before
the 1214, the title and earldom went to heirs general : in this they

“refembled the laws and praQice of England, which originated from
the education of the Kings of Scotland in that country ; and moft
of the nobiiity, and many of their minifters, were Englith. Even
jurifdidtion defcended to females, as during the non-agc of the fea
male heir, the Sovereign held poficflion, by right of ward, and then
he provided her with an hufband : but if after non-age fthe was un-
married, or if fhe becamce a widow, fhe could appoint a deputy, to.

- officiate in her {tead : and thus jurifdition was, in every event,

properly adminiftered. o, A
Notwith{tanding the limitation in the charter, Patrick Dunbar
was called Comes Marchiz et Moraviz, Earl of March and Moray 3 -
but Fokn, his fecond fon, was made Earl of Moray'in 1372, with
the exception of Badenach, Lockaber, and Urquhart.” Upon the
demife of John, Thomas, his fon, fucceeded; and on his death,
without male iffue, Fames, his nephew, fucceeded, who left two

daughters,» The youngeft of them, Elizabeth, married Archibald
N Douglafs,
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Douglafs, brother to the Earl of Douglafs From the influence of
the Douglaffes, he was made Earl of Moray in 1446 : but, joining
in his brother’s rebellion in 1452, was killed-in 14553 and the earl-
dom, now forfeited, was annexed to the Crown. In 1501 James
IV. granted the earldom of Moray to his baftard fon Fames Stewart,
who died in 1544. It again reverted to the Crown, and Queen
Mary. in 1548 beftowed it on George, Earl of Huntly. He was
deprived of itin 1554. In 1562 it was beftowed on Fames, baftard
fon of James V. Prior of St. Andrews, and afterwards Regent; of
whom the prefent Earls of Moray are defcended.

There is fome intricacy in the grants of the family of Moray.
On 7th February 1561-2, the Prior of St. Andrews rceeived the
- grant of the earldom of Moray. On 22d January 1563-4, he ob-
tained from Queen Mary another charter of the earldom, limited
to himfelf and hls heirs male, whom failing, to return to the Crown.

In June 1566 this Earl of Moray obtained another charter from
Queen Mary 2nd her hufband Henry, to himfelf and his heirs ge-
neral. In 1567 he obtained a ratification in Parliament of the
charter 1563, limiting the earldom to him/elf and his hcirs male,

but witholt mention of the intermediate charter of 1556. e was’

flain 1570-1. On the footing of the charters 1562 and 1563, and
of the ratification in Parliament in 1567, the eftate and dignity rc-
verted to the Crown, as the Regent had no Leirs male of his ‘oody{

In 1580, James VI gifted the ward.and marriage of Elizabeth
and Margaret, daughters and heireffes of the deceafed Earl of Mo-

ray, to Fames Stewart, fon'and heir of ]amcs Stewart of Doun.

A few days after, Fames Stewart married Laoy Llizabeth, the eldelt

daughter, and aflumed the title of Earl of Moray. As he could:

not be Earl of Meray in his own right, unlefs by the charter of
_ 1565, which, from the future charters, would be rather a doubtful
title, in 1592 James VI, and the Scots Parliament ratified to Fames,

. Earl of Moray, and fon of James Stewart and Lady Elizabeti,

Queen Mary’s and her hufband Henry’s charter of 1ft June 1565,
-and all other charters, to the Regent and his daughter Elizabeth.

This rendered the fucceffion of the family of Moray inexplicable, _

as it confirmed the charter 1566, and all other charters. To rec-
tify this, James, Earl of Moray, loft no time to obtain a clarter of
the earldom of Moray, limiting the fucceflion to heirs male.
This Earl was murc.ered in 1592, and his fon 7zmeg fucceeded,
who
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who died in 1633; and was fucceeded by his fon Farmes, who died, :

1653 To him fucceeded his fon Alexander, who died'in 197003°
_Fames, Liord Doun, the fon of this Alexander, died before his fa-
ther, and left two daughters ; ‘the eldeft, Elizabeth, married Bri~
gadicr-General Grant of Grant, and the fecond married Thomas
Y'rafer of Strichen : but, agreeable to the limitation of the eftate and
pcerage to heirs male, Charles, next brother to Lord Doun, fuc-

ceeded as Earl-of Moray ; and, dying without iffue in 1735, was.:

fucceeded by his furviving' brother, Francis, who died in 1739 :
his eldeft fon, Fames, fucceeded him: he died in 17 , and was
fucceeded by the prefent Earl, F: rancis, his fon, who in 1 763 mar-
ried Mifs Gray, daughter of Lord Gray, and has iffue, Lord Doun,
‘married to Mifs Scott, fecond daughter of General Scott. In 1796
this Earl was created a Britifh Peer, under the title of Lora’ Stewart
of Caftle-Stewart.

The family of Gordon is ancient and noble, and has poflefled
very confiderable property in this province fince the reign of King
- Robert Btuce, It has been deeply concerned in many of the
- greateft and moft important public tranfactions of the kingdom.

Their original is probably from France, and came to England with
William the Conqueror. © The firft account we hear of their efta-
tiithment in Scotland is in the Merfe, where they had the lands of
Gordun, and probably were of the number of thofe refugees and
. foreizn adventurers, whom Malcolm Canmore and his fucceffors
e: c"arags.d fo much to eftablith themfelves in their kingdom.
< In the chartulary of Kelfo, there are donations by Adam de Gor
dun, fon of Adam—by Rickard de Gordun—by his fon, Thomas
feaior—by his fon, - Thomas junior—by his heirefs and daughter
licia, to'the abbacy of Kelfo. Thefe donations are prior to 1270 ;
and it is probable, that the donors were the anceftors of Sir Adam
Gordon, who gallantly fupported Robert Bruce againft the Cum-
mins, particularly at the battle of Inverury. In reward of his fer-
vices, he had a grant of the 48 davochs in the lordthip’ of Strath-
bolgie. They belonged at this period to onc of the Cummins, as
Fordun informs us, “that John .Comyn, Dominus de. Strathbolgie,
furrendered himfelf to Edward L at Forfar in the 1296. In 1376
Robert II. renewed the grant to Siz _Fokn Gordon, fon of Sir Alex-
ander, fon of Sir Adam. Prior to this laft grant of Strathbolgie,.

King’ Davrd Bruge had given the foreft of Enzie and Boyne to that.

~ A A oix




|

€hap. 1.« ' PROVINCE OF MORAY, Y

Sir John Gordon, who was flain in the battle of Ottcrburn in 1388.
His fon, Sir Adam, was flain at Hamildun in 1401. :

This Sir Adam left no iffue but a daughter and heirefs, Eliza-
beth, who married Alexander Seton, fon of Sir William Seton of
Winton. Of this matriage was Alexander, who in 1421 and 1439
is called Alexander de Seton, dominus de Gordon; and it was not
till 1449, that the family refumed the furname of Gordon, when
created Earl of Huntly. '

Alexander, fon and heir of Elizabeth Gordon, was thrice mar+
ried. By his firft wife he had no children. By his fecond, Giles
Hay, daughter and heirefs of John Hay of Tullibody, he had a fon,
Alexander Seton de Gordon. By his third wife, Elizabeth Crichton,
‘daughter of William lord Crichton, hc had a fon, George. Upon
the death of this' Alexander, firft Earl of Huntly, George, the fon
of the third marriage, fucceeded to the eftate and dignity of Huntly.
Alexander, the eldeft.fon, obtained only hig mother’s eftate.of Tul-
libody, Touch, &e.; and his défcendants retain the name of Seton
to this day.

This firft Earl was of i important fervice to James II by defeatmg
the Earl of Crawford in the battle of Brechin, 18th May 1452, For

_ this he obtained the braes of Badenach and Lochaber, as before that
hie had the lordthip of Badenoch, and caftle of Ruthven. He died
in 1479.

His fon George fucceeded him; who built Gordon-Caftle. He»
left four fons: Alexander, his fucceffor; Adam of Aboyne, who
married the Countefs of Sutherland; William of Gight; James,
anceftor on Letterfurie. Alexander, Earl of Huntly, died in 1523,
and was fucceeded by a grandfon, by his fon John, named George,
of beundlefs ambition and crafty policy.

He was chancellor of Scotland, and in 1549 was Earl of Moray,
adminiftrator of the earldoms of Mar and Orkney, and of the lord-
thip of Shetland, and bailliery of Strathdee. In ¥544 he was di-
vefted of thefe pofleflions, and loft his life in the battle of Corrichie
in 1556. He was fucceeded by his fon George, whofe fon George,
it is faid, promoted the mprder of the Earl of Moray, at Dunibrifle,
1592 ; fought the ‘battle of Gleniivat, 1594 ;- was created Marguis
of Huntly, 1599 ; and died, 1636. His fon George fuccceded him.
This Marquis was/Captainof the Scots guards, or Scots gens d’armes,
in France, who atfulk were called, the King of France his archers,

who
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who attended his perfon, and were armed with bows and arrows:
Charles VIL inftituted them about 1445. Their firft commander

was 'Robert Patillock of, Dundee. The fons of the Scottith mo- -

narchs were their ufual Captains. Charles I. enjoyed the honours
and emoluments. James VII. when Duke of York, enjoyed it till
1667, when he refigned his commiffion into the hands of the King
of France; andtfince that time, no native of Great Britain has had
it. This Marquis was bcheaded by the Covenanters in 1649, and
was fucceeded by his fon Lewrs, who died in 1653, and, by a daugh-
ter of the Laird of Grant, was father of George, who was created
a Duke, 1684. His fon Alexander fucceeded him in 1716, who
was [ucceeded by His fon Cofino George in 1728, who was fucceed-
ed by his fon, the prefent Duke, Mlexander, in 1752, who was
created a Britith Peer, July 3,1 784, under the title of Earl of Nor-
wich, and Baron Gordon of Huntly in Gloucefterthire. In 1767
he married Mifs Maxwell, daughter of Sir William Maxwell of
Monreith, by whom he has a numerous family. His eldeft ‘daugh-

ter, Lady Charlotte, is married to Colonel Lenox, nephew to the
Duke of Richmond. His fecond daughter, Lady Magdalene, mar- .
ried Sir Robert Sinclair of Stevenforr. His third daughter, Lady -

Sufan, married the Duke of Manchefter: and his fourth, Lady
Louifa, Vifcount Brome, fon of Marquis Cornwallis. Lady Geor-
gina is unmarried ; his two fons are, the Marquis of Huntly and
Leord Alexander.

"The name of Grant is ancient, and the family refpe&abl» Many
accounts of it are in MSS.-and printed’ but they are in general
legendary and fabulous, and unfupported ecither by hiftory or char-
ters. The following fhort account of the name and family may be
depended on, fo far as it goes, 25 fupported by authentic vouchers.

The genéral tradition is, that they came from Norway at an
early period. The different colonies that came to Scotland from
that country give fome countenance to this report; partlc"lar.y
as Rollo, who afterwards founded the dukedom of Normandy in
France, on his’ emigration from Norway, firft took refuge in the
Hcbrides and Weft Highlands, and fome -of his followers might
have remained there. But this opinion is directly oppoied by the
carlieft mode of writing the name, as appears from charters and
records: this mode was, /e Graunt fometimes, de Graunt ox Grant,

aid the chxcf of the family figned h13 namey after.thelt520, Foldn

the
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the Grant of Prucky. "D and T being fynonimous letters, it ap-
pears to be the French name /e Grand. - :

‘They probably may be of Norwegian extraltion, but came into
England, with William the Conqueror,‘from Normandy, and from
thence into Scotland. It is uncertain where their firft eftablifh-
ment was, in Scotland. The earlielt mention of the name is inan
agreement, recorded in the chartulary of Moray, between Archi-
bald, Bifhop of Moray, and John Byfeth, with regard to his lands
of the Ard, to which Domini Laurentius et ‘Robertus Grant are
witnefles : -it is datéd 1228. This John was probably the father.
of Walter Byleth of Strathharkk, or Strathharic, mentioned in
Rymet s Feedera; and the prefumption is, that thefe Grants refided
in that part of the, province of Morqy, at that period.

"In 1270 Henry IIL. of England gives a proteé’clon to William le
Graunt, to go to the Crufades.

In 1288 Peter le Graunt figns, among others, an ob!xg“txon of
the King of Arragon to the Prince of Salerno.

In 1297 Fohn de Graunt and Roa’u/pb de Graunt, with many
of the Magnates Scotie, are included in an order of Edward I. of
England, to ferve in war againft France. They are difcharged from

- prifon on this condition, and were dependent on John Comyn, Lord
of Badenoch, and David de Graham.

In 1302 Edward I. addrefles letters tq many in Ireland, to pre-
pare with men and horfes, for engaging in the Scots war, and
amongft others to William le Grant and John Comyn.

In 1335 Edward IIL of Enoland grants a fafe condut & ]okn‘
Graunt miles, to come to, and return from London. Some of our
hiftorians fay, that this John Graunt was Scots ambﬁ‘Tador in
France, and negociated a treaty with that nation.

. In 1363 Edward III. grants a fafe condu& to Fokn de Graunt,
de Scotia miles, and to Elizabeth his wife, to come to England,
and have ten perfons, horfemen 2nd footmen, in théir retinue. At
this period, many perfons received fuch fafe condudls, but with
no fuch numerous retinue to any, but to Robert de Erfkyne miles. ,

In 1366 Edward IIL. grants a fafe condut to Fokn Grant miles
de Scotia, with fix horfemen. In 1380 the chartulary of Moray
informs us, that A. Stewart, Lord of Badenoch, holds his court at
Kingu{y, and among others that attended is Malcolme le Graunt.

_In 1385 forty francs, or livres tournois, are given to Robert Iz
D o : Graunt,
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 Graunt, Efc‘uz"er. ‘They are part of 40,000, fent from France, to

be diftributed among the Scots nobility. -

'In 1394, in a bond of manrent between Thomas Dunbar, Earl
of Moray, and Alexander, Lord of Lochaber, Malcolih de Graunt
‘had a twenty mark land, probably in Strathheric, as appears from
the chattulary of Moray.

In 1417 Peter le Graunt Cappellanu: is included ina prote&non
to the clergy of Norm'mdy, from Henry V. of England.
In 1315 Simeon le Graunt, curate of the church of Crmﬂ'y, is

. mentioned -in a prote&xon to part of Normandy, by Henry V.'of -
. England.

In 1420 the King of England fecures their prop»rty to many in
Normandy, who had fwore fealty to hxm, and, amongﬂ: -others, to
William le Graunt.

In 1496 the community of Provms, and the neighbouring cities,
ratify a peace between the Kings of France and England: many
fign it, and, among others, Fokan Graunt dit Hannepon.

All thefe fa&ts, where the authority is not quoted, are extracted

from‘Rymer’s Fezdera. Boethius mentions, that foon after 1424, -
Henry Graunt was one of the honourable perfons, who attended -

Margaret, daughtcr of James I. of Scotland, into France, on her
marriage with Lewis, fon of Charles VIL

Thefe detached fafs prove, that the name of Grant was known
in Spam, France, England, and’Scotland; in which laft country

fome of-them had rifen to confequence, as appears from the fafe’

condudts and retinues allowed.
By this, rank and diftin&tion were afcertamed in thefe days.
But thefe falts, being unconneted, give no regular information

o concernmg individuals, or the heads of the family. However, this"

in fome meafure is fupplied by a feries of charters, in poffeflion of
the family of Grant, from the era of William the Lion, down-
wards.

In’ this ferxc.; of writs, the firft grant mentioned is, Robert le

Grawnt, who obtains the lands of Cloumanachs or Culmony im "

Ardclach parifh, from John Prat, who, by other charters, was a
miles, and had Daltely in Moravia, or Daltulich. One of the wit—

nefles to this charter was John Byfet, and was granted about the

1268.

Thc next is ]oﬁn le G;awnt, who in 1346 is ‘appointed by Jolin
Randolph

el e
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Randolpb, Earl of Moray, heritable keeper of the caftle of Tarng-
waj, and of his foreft, beyond the bounds of his park he alfo gets
the lands of Dovely. It is dated at Elgin, and is given under the
great feal of the Earl’s chancery

. The next mentioned is Patrick le Grawnt, laxrd of Strathartho\,, :
who gives his davoch of Kildreke and half davoch of Glenbegis, in
bis lands of Imeralyane, to William, called Pilch, burgefs of Inver-
nefs, and his heirs by Margaret, daughter of Patrick, his wife,
‘which failing, to return to Patrick and his. helrs By this deed. it
appears, that Patrick’s father, who is not named, had been infeft in
Tnveralyan It is not dated ; but Alexander, bnfhop of Rofs, is 2

. ‘Witnéfs, who came to that fee about 1 357, and was bifhop in 1404,

In 14192 noble woman, Elizabeth-ly. Grant, Domina de Strath-
‘arach, declares in a deed, that fhe had never given away thefe
Yands, but, now- does it to_her dear fon James. Macintoche, and gives
him all the title ‘fhe ever had to them, in feu or herxtably

In 1464 an inqueft at Invernefs, of the moft refpectable gentle-
men ﬁnds, that Gilbert of Glencharny, grandfather of Duncan
Graunt, miles, died infeft in the lands of Kunnyngais, and that the
faid Duncan is lawful heir of the faid Gilbert.

King James II. grants an order, founded on. an inqueft of a 1ury,

“to infeft Duncan le Grant, fon and lawful heir of Matilda of Glen~

cherny, in the fifth part of the barony of Rothes, Wifemap, and

Burnemikity, in both the Fochabris, the half of Imefton, and two

marks yearly out of the town of Thornhill. This order is faid to
have been granted, becaufe the earldom of Moray was then in the
hands of the Crown. 1Itis dated the 2gth year of our reign,- w‘uch
“is 1488.
' To difcover who thxs hcxrefs, Mzmlda of G'cnchamy, and her
father Gilbert were, we are to look back; and amoung this ferxcs of
charters, we find— .
That William the Lion, after 1 187, confirms the grant made by

‘ Gilleb. de Stradhern, to Gulerift his fon, of Kinnebethin and Glan- -

carnen, to be held of the faid Earl and his heirs, in feu or heri-
tably. . . ~ .
The title of Earl of Stxathern is among the moft ancxent in Scet-
land. It is thought to have eriginated in the reign of Malcolm IH.
Earl Fertith died in 1171 Thcy were Strathern of Strathern; 5 and
the title conti 'me,d in the family till the reign of Robert I.; when
e - Dz ) Johana

.
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Johana, the Countefs, with her hufband, the Earl of Warren in.
England, forfeited it, on account of .a confpiracy to betray the king-
dom to England. ‘This grant of Gilleb. de Stradhern, Comes, to
his fon Gillecrift ‘of Kinnebethin and Glancarnen, is alfo confirmed
by Alexander IL between the 1222 and 1232, as appears by the
witneflus.

This Gilcrift of Glencarnen, or Giennegerin, had a fon, Gilbert,
who married Margery, fifter of John Prat, miles, as King Alexan-
der IIL. confirms a grant made by John Prat, to Gilbert de Glenne-
gerin younger, and his wife and their children, of Daltely in Mo-
ray. It is about 1268, as Colban, Earl of Fife, is a w.tnefs, who
died 1270.

This Gilbert had a fon, Gllbert, who lived about the 1270, as -
Alan, hofliarius Scotie, who lived about this time, grants to Domi-
%0 Gzlberto de Glenkerny, the half of his lands of Tullachfyn in
Miarr.

"This Gilbert the fecond had a fon, called Gzlbertus tertius, Do-
vmmus de Glenkerny, miles, who, with confent of his wife Matilda
in 1290, grants his lands of Gerbothy to Gilbert his eldeﬂ: fon.

This Gilbert the third gives to Duncan de F eryndr'wuth. as por-
tion with his daughter and their heirs, the eaft davoch of Conynges
in Aberythin. It is granted between 1281 and 1298.

Gilbert de Glencharny, probably the fourth, furrenders all the
lands of his barony of Glencharny, into the hands of David IL. who
grants them again to Gilbert, and the heirs of his body, which fail-
ing, to Duncan Frafer and Criftiane his wife, fifter to lebcrt. .
This is dated in the 33d year of his reign, about 1362.

In 1364 Hay of Tiilybothvyll, fhexiff of Invernefs, iffues a pre-
cept to M‘Crather M‘Yom, his macers and fubftitute, to infeft
Gilbert de Glenkerny, in Glenkerny.

In 1398 Gilbert of Glencherny, then lorde of Fochaberris, fells
to a noble Lord and a mychty, Thomas of Dunbar, Erril of Mur-
vef, the twa tounes of Fochaberris, for an hunder pund of fter-
linges of the-ufuall monay of Scotland.

. In 1499 James IV. grants a precept of feafine to an honourable

man, Fohn Grant of Freucky, on the lands of Glencharny and
Balnadalauch, and allows infeftment to be at Mulquharde, tanquam
‘ad principale moffuagivm dilarum terrarum. This John was pro-
bably fon of Duncan, and appears to have had two fons, Fames,




- Chap. ¥ PROVINCE OF MORAY. C 23

his heir, and Patrick, who had the lands of Ballmdaﬂoch before the
1521, as appears by the famlly charters of Ballindalloch : as alfo,
James Grant of Freuchie grants'in 1§36 an indenture to infeft John
Grant in Ballindalloch, within the lordfhip of Glencherny, whlch
Jokn was probably his nephew.

There is an order from King James, ‘and figned ]ames V. and
fealed to Patrick, Bifhop of Moray, to fet in feu ferme to Fames
Grant of Freuchie, the lands of the barony of Strathfpey, not fet
in feu before. It is dated at St. Andrews in 1540, 'and addreffed
% To our w== lovit clerkes y¢ Dene and Cheptoure of Murray.”

James Grant of Freuchie was Baillic to Robert Reid, Abbot of
Kinlofs, and in 1544 conftitutes ‘his weil belufit and traift friend
Alexander Chimmyng of Alteir, his Baillie depute. :

In 1553 there is an inqueft at Invernefs, before the moft rcfpcc— '
table gcntlemen in the county, amongft whom 'is John Grant of
Carroun { and it appears before them, that James Grant of Frew-

, quhye, father of Fokn Grant of Mulbayne, died infeft in the lands
of Frewquhye, Urquhart, Louchbrwin, half of Lochcarroune, Kef=
foryne, Lochqualfche, Morarand, Sleyfmene and that John Grant
is neareft heir to the deceafed James. From this deed it appears,
that Lochalfche and Kefforyne formerly belonged to Eugenius Do-
naldfon ; that Lochcarroune, Lochbrwn, Sley{mene, and Morar,
formerly belonged to Glengary, Alexarider Macanne, McAlafter,
which were held in, capite, for the ufual fervice; but Urquhart,
with the caftle, were holden of our Queen in feu.

In 1571 John Grantof Freuquhy entered into a contradt with
Angus McAllafter of Glengarie, and it is agreed, that Donald
McAngus McAllafter is to mdrry Helen Grant, daughter of John.
In this contrad, there is a fingular' condition ; that if there.are no
heirs male of the marriage, then, Angu$ pays 6000 merks to John
Grant and his heirs § and if there is one daughter of the marriage,
fhe is to have 1000 merks of tocher ; if two daughters, 1200 merks
to each; and if three, 6oo merks to each: Angus alfo obliges
himfelf to enter into a bond of manrent with John Grant, and his
heirs and fucceffors : and if Angus preferves this agreement, then
John agrees to infeft Glengarie, and his heirs male, in the lands
of Glengane, which John poffeffes by virtue of comprifing and in-
feftment ;' but 1f Glengarie fails in tn» bond of manrent, then the

\ ; o _ : sufcf..ment

.
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infeftment falls to the ground, is caffat and annullat, as if never
- made. One of the witnefles is Patrick Grant of Dalweye.

. In 1572 there is a bond of manrent between ryt. hole. men, John
Grant of Freuchie and Colin McKenzie of Kintdil, particularly ta -
defend Colin againft Heu Frafer of Lovat, his airs and kyne; and
the faid John againft Lauchlan'McKintofche of Duna&an.

Tt appears that this Colin was married to Barbara, daughter of
John Grant, and obtained Lochbrowne with her -for it is agreed
between them, in 1572, that if Colin McKenzie repudiates her,
then John Grant and his heirs fhall have i ingrels and egrefs to half
the lands of Lochbrowne:

This John’s eldeft fon, Duncan, dxed before lum for thcrc iy
from King James, in 1582, a clare conftat, that Duncan apparens’

. de Fruguhy, father of John Grant, lateris prafentium, died infeft
and feized in the lands of Cdrrcmone, Morie, Mikles, Lochlettye,
Auchinlomoraik, Dowcathe, and the half of Meikle Clune.

Some time after the 1582 there is an agreement between Foka
the Grant of Freuchy, fon of Duncan, and John Cummin of Er-
nifhed at Altre, for a marriage with ]ohn Cummin’s apparent heiy
and fon, with a daughter of John the Grant, who gives. 100 merks
with his daughter; and John Cuminin gives 30 pounds worth of

lands; and Johnthe Grant gives 4% merks worth of lands to them : - -

thefe lands he gives are the fyve part of Souraftoun, half of Gers
- bothy, half lands of Cardny, and little Belnahroth. It is fubfcribed
John the Grant of Fruchay, John Cuming of Ernithed.

" In 1593 there is a difcharge from King James to John Grant of
Trewchie, of the paneand unlaw of 5000 marks incurrit by him,
for his part, as one of the cautioners of George Earl of Huntly,

 for keeping quietnefs in the country, and dutiful obedience to ug
aiter the brig- of Dee.

In 1597 there is a bond of manrent between John Grant of Freue
chie, and Donald McAngus of Glengarie, much in terms of the
former bond of this nature, which is referred to, as made between
]ohn Grant’s grandfather and Donald’s father. Qne of the witnefle:s
is Mr, James Grant of Ardpelye; and Patrick Grant of Rothemorchls
is mentioned.

Shaw fays, this John died in 1622, and was fucceedcd by hts
foa Sir ]o/m, who,‘by Mary Qgilvie, daughter of Tindlatet, haq

cight
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¢ight fons, viz. James, who fucceeded hlm Colonels John and
Patrnck who had no male iffue; nor had Alexander, nor George,
~govcrnor of Dunbarton; but Mungo was anceftor to Knockando-

. and Kinchirdy; Robcrt of Muckirach’s family is extin&t; as are
the heirs of Thomas of Bellimacaan. John died in 1637 : and his -
fon, Fames, died in 1663, and left two fons by Mary, daughter of
the Earl of Moray ; Ludovick, his heir, and Patnck of Weﬂ:er
Elchifs, whofe male iflue is extinét.

Ludovick married Janet Brodie, and died ry18. He was fuce
ceeded by his fon, Brigadier Alexander, who died without iffue in’

1719, and was fucceeded by his brother, Sir Fames, who had a_ °

numerous family by his wife, the heirefs of Lufs: they were Sir
Ludovick, his heir, Sir James Colquhoun of Lufs, General Chatles,

and Francis, a Captain in the Navy. His eldeft daughter married

Duff of Braco, afterwards Earl Fife; his next was mamed fo Sir
Harry Innes of Innes; another to Alexarider Grant of Ballindaloch,
her coufin german, by his mother Anne, fifter of Sir James ; another
married Sir William Dunbat of Durn; and Sophia died unmarried.

Sir Ludovick died 1773, and his fon, Sir - 7ames, fucceeded him,'
who married Jean Duff, heirefs of Hatton, his near relation, and
has a numerous family.

_ An ancient Cadet of the famiiyof Grant, is Grant of Ballin-
" daloch. The anceftor was Patrick, probably fon to John Grane
of Freuchie, who had the lands of Ballindaloch béfore 1521, as then
he purchafed the lands of Tullochcarron from Hugh Bron Lamb,

and is defigned Patrick Grant of Ballindaloch.

In 1536 there is an indenture”and obligation from James Grant -

of Freuchie, to infeft Fokn Grant of Bailindaloch, fon of Patrick,
iri thefe lands lying within the lordthip of Glenchernick. His fon,
Patrick, fucceeded about 15535 whofe fon, Patrick, fucceeded
about 1595. His fon, Fokn, fucceeded about 1619 ; who was fuc-
ceed by his fon, Fames, about 1628. . His fon, Fofn, fucceeded
-about 1649, who was fucccedcd by bis fon, ]olm, about 16803
who-died after.1721.

A

Brigadier Grant of Grant bought this eftate aboat 1904, and

fold it, about 1711, to Colonel William Grant, a fon of the family
of Rothiemurchus, .who had married Anne, the Brigadier’s fifter.
He had two fons. Alexander f{ucceeded him; and by his wife,
" Penuel, daughter of Sir James Grant of Grant, had a fon, H1/liam,

: who
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who fucceeded him; but dying without iffue, in 1770, ‘was fuc-
ceeded by General Fames Grant, the Colone)’s other fon. - General
Grant entered into the army in early life, and was employed in
various important military fervices. He was Governor of Florida
he defeated Count D’Eftaing with an inferior force; and con-
"quered St. Lucia, in 1779 : he has now the eleventh regiment of.
"foot, and is Governor of Stirling Caftle. Durmg his occafional
refidence in the country, he has made material improvements on
his eftate, by cultivating moors, and dreffing his other fields, agree-
ably to the moft approved methods of modern agriculture. -

The anceftor of Rothiemurchus was Patrick, fon of John Grant
of Freuchie, who, about 1590, reeeived the lands of Muckerach as
his appendage, and exchanged them for Rothiemurchus, from John

~Grant of Freuchie, 1600. He is now reprefented by John Peter

Grant,

Archibald of Ballmtomb was the younger brother of this ance(tor
of Rothiemurchus: of him are defcended the families of Mummujk
and Arndillie. Of the family of Munimutk, was Francis, a Lord
of Seffion, by the title of Cullen; he purchafed the eftate of Muni-
maufk about the beginning of this century, and was created a Baronet
in 17055 and is now reprefented by his great grandfon, Archibald,
the third of that name. William Grant of Preftongrange, late
Lord of Seffion and Jufticiary, was.a fon of this family, and grand
uncle to the prefent Sir Archibald.

"Che heirefs of Arndillie lately married Davnd Macdowal, a bro-

- ther of Garthland, and has children.

The anceftor of Moynefs was fames Grant of Ardnelzie in
Rothes, and Edenvillie in Aberlour: he was the fon of Duncan,
who died, about 1581, before his father, John Grant of Freuchie.
He, was much employed in the tranfations of the family of Grant,
from 1597 to 1623. . He purchafed Logie ; and was fucceeded by
his fon, Fokn, who bought the lands of Moynefs in Auldearn, in
1663 ; and his fon, Fames, fold them to Sir Hugh Campbell of
Calder. It is reported that this 7okn was knighted, but as it has
not been lately inveftigated, it remains uncertain ; only, in'a printed
colle¥ion of Scotch monumental infcriptions,. publithed in 1714,

‘that appears to be accurate, there is one at Fortrofe, of Jean, lawful

daughter of Sir James Grant of Moynefs, who died 1688, =tat. 26.
T hlo James bad a fon killed near to Caﬁ;lc-Grant, when i in purfuit
of
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of Lis cattle, ftole by Lochaber thieves, whom Brigadier Grant

brought to condign punifhment,

- He was fucceeded by his coufin Fokn, a mcrchant at Naxm,
whofe fon Hugh died, minifter of Knockando, 1963 3 and his fon
John is now minifter of Elgin. James of Moynefs had two
younger brothers: Patrick, anceflor of the family of Eafter Elchies,
of whom was defcended Peter, who was a Lord of Seffion and ]uf-

ticiary, and died 1754: the youngeft brother was Robert, progenis-
tor of the family of Lurg.

There were Grants in pofleffion of the eftate of Dalvey in 1752,
and in 1680 it was fold to James Grant of Gartenbeg. He was
King’s Advecate, and knighted in 1683 ; and dying, as did his bro-.
ther Lewis, without iflue, the eftate came to' Patrick Grant of In-
nerlaidnen, who fold it to Brigadier Grant. Patrick’s fon, Alex- -
ander, purchafed Grangehill, in the parith of Dyke, and called it
Dalvey. Herevived in his perfon the dormant titie, and is now
reprefented by his nephew Sir, Alexander, fon of Sir, Ludovick.

Colonel Hugh Grant, a fon of Shewglie, in Urquhart, was fortu«
nate in the Eaft Indies, and has bought Moy, near Forres; and his
nephew, Fames, has purchafed the valuable eftate of Redcaftie in
Rofs, and is a gentleman of fuperior information. -

Robert Grant of Elchies, a cadet of the firlt Grants of Ballinda«
loch, being fucce(sful in trade, has purchafed the extenfive property
of Carron, Alachie, Wefter Elchics, Balentomb, Knockando, and
Craigmiln, and has a numcrous family. His nephew is William
Grant, Counfeilor of Law at London, and mﬂmbcr of Parliament

- for the county of Banff—a young lawyer of uncommon merit.

. There are many other families of the name of Grant, as Glen-
mon{’con, Carriemonie, Shewglic, Tullochgorum, Auchernick, De-
lachaple, Gartenbeg, &c.: but there being no accefs to the writs
and documents, and from the nature of the prefent vonfined pub-
lication, it is impoflible to give any dctail of them. e

But, befides thefe, there are three or four branches that tradition
reports to havé come into Strathfpey with the Grants, on their
migration from Stratheric. 'We have feen how little traditionary
accounts are to be depended on, when the MSS." and printed ac-
coants of this family are compared with the one now given, that is
fupported by hiftory and original writs: we cannot therefore but
160k on thefe tales with a {ufptcious eye. Thefe branches are the

' L ‘ Clan-
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Clan-Atlan, Clan-Chiaran, and the Clan-Phadrick. The probabie
lity is, that fome of them are the remains of the inhabitants who
were eftablifhed in the country, before the Grants obtained pof-
feflion of Strathfpey by purchafe or marriage, and that others after-
wards fettled there. They enjoyed protection, and in time united
in a bond of amity with a more powerful family, and affumed the
name of Grant, as many {mall tribes do that of MacIntoth. Of the
firt is the Clan-Phadrick; as it appears from the chartulary of
Moray, that about the 1223 the Machlhpamcks had Finlarig. Of
the latter, perhaps, is the Clan-Allan; as in Pifcottie’s Hiftory of
Scotland, Sir Thomas Randolph of Stratherne is called chief of the
Clan- Allan, before he was created Earl of Moray. Abernethy in
Strathfpey was part of the Moray eftate; and alfo there was a par-
ticular connetion between theé Randolphs and the Grants; fo that
it is highly probable, fome of the Clan-Allan early fettled in Aber-
nethy, and affumed the name of Grant, but ftill preferved the me-
morial of their original. N
_ The family and name of INNEs is of great antiquity in the pro-
vince of Moray. Some other families, perhaps, may be more an-

cient; but they cannot fo well infiru& the =mra of their eftablifh- )

ment. The firft charter is granted by Malcolm IV. in 1157 to
Beroaldus Flandrenfis, on’ the lands of Innés and Efter Urchard.
At and foon after this period, it appears, that many emigrated from

Flanders into Scotland, and are mentioned in diferent charters un- R

der the appellations of Flandrenfis, Flamang, le Flameng, Flama-
ticus. In the fouth they were named Fleeming; but thns Beroald
affumed the local name of Innes, from' the 1ﬂand or peni{ala in
which, at that period, past of his property was fituatéd. The fea
then covered a confiderable tra&t of the low parts of Moray, and
communicated with the loch of Spyny; fo that only the high lands
of Innes and- Urquhart were above the water.
Mr. Shaw appears to have perufed the family papers, and his ac-
count is:
.. Alexander IL by his charter in 1226, confirmed the lands of In-
nes to Walter, the fon of Fohn, the fon of Berwald. To Walter
~ fucceeded his fon Sir Alexander, whofe fon Hilliam was defigned

Dominus de Innes in 1298. His fon William de Innes is defigned -

Baro de Innes in 1330. His fon Robert de Innes is defigned Domi-
nus ejufdem in 1360, His fon Alexcnder had two fong: Sir Robere,
. who

.
|
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who fucceeded him, and John, who was feven years Bithop of Moray, -
and died 1414. - This Bifhop of Moray promoted the rcbuilding of
the cathedral, and laid the foundations of the great fteeple. Sir
Robert Innes married Janet, heirefs of Sir David Aberkerd. r, thane
of Aberkerder, now Marnoch, by whom he had a great addition to
his eftate. His fon, Sir Walter Innes, obtained a charter of confirma-
tion of his mother’s lands from James IL. 1450. His'fon, Sir Robert,
was of great avail to the royal caufe in the battle of Brechin, 14525
and on his fucceffion was infeft about the 1456. He had three

. fons: Fames, who fucceeded him Walter, anceftor of the families

[

of Innermarkie, Balvenie, Coxtown, Innerbrakie, Ortown, Auchin-
toul, &c. His third fon, Robert, was progenitor of the Innes’s of
Drainie.  Fames Innes was retoured heir to his father 1464, and
was fuceeeded by a collateral Robert Innes of Cromby, who was
fucceeded by his fon Fames, who died in the battle of Pinkic,
1547, and was fucceeded by his fon Alexander.” Robert Innes, fon
of Alexander, fucceeded him. His fon, Robert, was created by
Charles I. a baronet of Nova Scotia, with deftination to his heirs
male. whatever. The patent is dated at Whitehall, 2g9th May 16253

‘and they are the fecond in precedency of that order of Baronets.

He married Lady Grizel Stewart, daughter of the Earl of Moray.
He died before the Reftoration, and was fucceeded by his eldeft
fon, Sir Robert, who married Jean, daughter of James Lord Rofs
of Halkhead. To him fucceeded his fon, Sir Fames, who by his
swife Lady Margaret, daughter of Henry Lord Kerr, apparent heir
of Robert, Earl of Roxburgh, had his fon Sir Henry, who married
Jean,.daughter of Duncan Forbes of Cul‘oden, by whom he had
Sir Henry, his heir, John Innes of lnr‘hbrnom, and two daughters.
Inchbroom died without iffue; and one of his daughters was mar=
ried to Proveft James Stephen of Elgin, and their fon is Dr. Tho-
mas Stephen, phyfician there.  Sfr Henry Innes married Anne,
daughter of Sir James Grant of Grant, by whom he had Fames,

* his heir, and Robert. He had alfo five 'daughters, of whom the

only furviving one is Anna. He dicd in 1962. Sir 7amrs fuc-
ceeded his father Sir Henry, and foon after fold the cftate of Inncs
to Earl Fife. He married an heirefs in England, and has added the
name of Norcliff to that of Innes, but has ro iffue. He is the
fixth Baronet in this family,  and -the twenty-fecond generation in
a direct male line fiom Bercaldus. ‘

‘ Ez . Te
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To the north of Brodie houfe, on to the village of Dyke, is a hol-
low mire, that has given the name to both places; ag Broth inIrifk,
and Dyke in Saxon, fignifies a bog fo fituated. Anciently it was .
" written Brothie, and, now changed into Brodie, has given the fur-
name to the ancicnt family of BROD'E Their old writs wert either

+ cairied away or deltroyed, when Lord Lewis Gordon, afterwards
Marquls of Huntly, burnt the houfe of Brodie in 1645. From
this it is uncertain, whether they were of the Aborigines of the
_‘country, or new fettlers; or when the prefent family obrained pof-
" feffion of thefe lands. Yet they can be traced far back.

"Malcolm was Thane of Brodie in the reign of Alexander III
His fon Mickael, Thane of Brodic and Dyke, had a charter from
Robert Bruce about 1311, ‘There was a _fohn de Brothze about
1376, The chartulary of Moray mentions a Thomas Brothie, pro-
bably of Brodie, about 1386, Fokx of Brothie afiifted the Mac-
kenzies againft the Macdonalds, in the a&ion at Park in 1466: and
Jokn, Thane of Brodie, is mentioned in the chartulmy of Moray
in 1402. Some time after this, there was 2 David of Brodie, who
died in 1627, leaving fevcral fons: David, who fucceeded him;
Alexander, who purchafed thé lands of Lethin from Sir Jchn
Grant of Freuthie; Francis, who putchafed the lands of Milton,
near Elgin, whofe great-great-grandfon is William Bredie of Mil-

ton; Jofeph, whofe’ rcprefentame is Captain Brodie. He had

other fons. '

David had two fons: Alexander, his fucceffor, and Jcfeph of
Allifk.  Alexander was a Lord of Seffion in 1649, but foon refign-
ed. He was one cf the commiffioners fent to treat with Charles

IL at the Hague and at Breda. He died in 1679, and by his wife, -

a daughter cf Sir Robert Innes, had Fames, his fucceflor, 2and a

dauO'lter, married to Sir Robert Dunbar of Grangehill. James |
marricd Lady Mary Kerr, daughter of the Earl of Lothmn, and dy-

ing in 1708, left nine daughtcrs: Anne, morried to Lord ‘Forbes,
Ixatharme te Robert Dunbwr of Grangchill, Elizabeth to Cummin

<£ Altyre, Grizel to Dunbar of Dumphaily Emilia to Brodie of A

Yifk, Margaret'to Brodie of Whitehill, Vere to Brodie of Muir-
houfe, Mary to Chivez of Muirtown, and Henrictta died unmar-

yied, '
The heir male, George, fon of Jofeph of Aflifk, fuccezded. He
died in 1716, and left two fons, James and Alexander, and two
d“ughters,
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~daughters; the one married Sinchir of Ulb(’:er, and the other”
-Munro of Navarre. Fames fucceeded his fatker. He died in 1720,
and was fucceeded by his brother Alexander, who was appointed
Jiord Lyon in 1727. He died in 1754, and, left a fon, Alc.;ander,
who fucceeded him, and a daughter, married” to the Laird Mac-
Ieod. . Alexander died a bachelor in 1759, and was fuccecded by
Fames; fon of James Brodie of Spynie, and grandfon of Jamw Bro-
-die of Whitehill, who was brother to George of - Aflifk, who fuc-
ceeded to the eftate of Brodie, -and died in 1716. James married
Lady Margaret Duff, daughter of the late Earl Fife, by whom he
has two fons and three daughters. He is Lord Lieutenant of the
county of Nairn, as is Sir James Grgnt of that of Invcrnefs, and
the Earl of Moray of Elgin and Forres. He is al{o member of Par-
-ilament for the county of Moray, being eleéted in 1796, .
This account of the family of Brodic is chiefly cxtradted from
Mr. Shaw, as is the following account of the family of CaLprr,
awhofe writs he had infpe&ed. The {urname of Calder islocal and .
3s ancient. Dovenaldus, Thanus de Calder, was one of the eltima-
tors of the baronies of Kilravock and Geddes in 1295. His fon
Wiltiam had frem Robert Bruce in 1310 the thanedom of Kaledor,
for the ufual fervices in the time of Alexander III. His fon An-
drew was killed by Sir Alexander Raite, whofe fon Doraid was
ferved heir to his father in 1405, and in the fucceeding year was
faifed in the officcs of Sheriff and Conftable of Nalrn. His fon
William was infelt in 1442. In 1450 he built the Tower of Cal- '
der.by a royal licence. His fon W7lliam in 1471 bought the miln
of Nairn, from ‘the mafter of the hofpital of Spey, 2t Boat of
Bridge. In 1476 thofe parts of his eftate that lay in the fhires of
Invernefs or Forres, were annexcd to that of Nairn. ,From this,
Ferintoth, Moy, Dunmaglafs, are parts of the fhire of Nﬂrn He
lived to about the 1500. His fon, Fokn, who died in 1494, leit
one pofthumous child, Muirie/ or Marion. Argyle obtained the
ward of Muiriel’s marriage. In 1510 fhe wa¢ married to Sir John
Campbell, third fon of Argyle. Sir Fokn Campbell of Caldcr in
1533 purc‘xafed “rom Jehn Cgilvie of Carnoufic, Rzite and the
fort of it, and in 1535 pL.rchafed from David Earl of Crawford,
the barony of Strathnzirn, and fortalice of Caftle Davie. He died -
in 1546, and was fucceeded by his fon Archibald, who dicd in
1553. His fon Folkn fucceeded him, and’ was murdered in 1592,
. His
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His fon 7okn fucceeded him, who mortgaged and fold confider-

able parts of his eftate, that he might purchafc, or rather conquer,
the ifiland of Ilay. - He was fucceeded by his fon: Jokn Dow, who

" - was alive in 1650, and was fucceeded by his nephew Sir Hugh,

who died in 1716. His fon, Sir Alexander, married Elizabeth,
fifter to Sir Gilbert Lord of Stackpole in South Wales, and died
in 1700, and was fucceeded by his fon Fohn, who fold llay and
Muckarn to pay his debts. Fle married Mary Pryfe, heirefs of
Gogirthen in North Wales. His eldeft fon, Pryfe, died in 1768;

and his eldeft fon, fokn, fucceeded his grahdfather He is mar-

ried to a daughter of the Earl of Carlifle, and in 1767 was created
2 Britifh Peer, with the title of Lord Cawdor.

The family of Rosk of Kilravock is defcended of the Rofs’s in
the fouth country, who came from England. Their family writ-
ings were deftroyed, when the cathedral of Moray was burnt in
1390. . This obfcures their early hiftory, and prevents afcertaining

-the wra of their firft fettiement in the north. The barony of Ged-

des, in the parith of Nairn, was their ancient inheritance. Hugo
de Roos, Dominus de Gegdes, is a witnefs in the foundation charter
of the Priory of Beaulie, 1230. Sir John Biffet of Lovat had three
daughters, coheirefles : one of thefe, Elizabeth, Domina de Kilra-
vock, married Sir Andrew Wood .of Redcaftle:. their daughter

* Mary married Hugh Rofe, Baron of Geddes, and they obtained

a charter on the barony of Kilravock from king John Baliol, 1293.
In 1295 the barony of Kilravock was eftimated by an inqueft to
L.24, and that of Geddes to L.12, of yearly rent. Their fon I¥7/-
liam fucceeded. His fon Hugk died about 1363. His fon Hugh
died about 1388. His fon Hugh died in 1420. His fon Jokn
was alive in 1433.  His fon Hugh died in 1494, and his fon Hugh

died in 1517. His fecond fon ]ohn was anceftor of the Rofes of
Bellivat ; but his eldeft fon Hugh fucceeded him, and died in 1543.
His fon Hugh died in 1597, and was fucceeded by his fon #illiam,

who died.in 1611. His fon Hugh died 1643. His fon Hugh died
1649, and was fucceeded by his fon Hugh, who was fucceeded by
his fon Hugh XII. - He died in 1732, and was {ucceeded by his
fon Hugh, who died in 1755. He was married to Elizabeth,

- daughter to Ludovick Grant of Grant, by whom he had Hug#,

who died in 1772, leaving a fon, Hugh, and a daughter, Elizabeth.
Hugh fucceeded him, and died without children ; ; ‘and the fuccef-

r'é , ¥ fion
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fion divided between the heir male, Dr. Hugh Rofe’s fon by his
firft marriage, and the fon of Elizabeth, who was the fecond wife

. of Dr. Rofe. The Do&tor’s fon Hugh is the fixteenth of this

name.
.Golpatrick, Earl of Northumberland, appeared rather to coun-

" tenance the murder of Earl Robert Cumine at Durham, and fled

from the refentment of William the Conqueror, and took refuge

~ with Malcolm HI. who gave him the lands of Dundar in the Merfe.

Of him are defcended, in a diret line, thé Farls of Dunbar and
March, as-allo the Homes and Durndafles, ‘&c. The earldom of
March remained w1th father and fon, till the forfeiture of the
eleventh Earl in 1434, thrcug‘x the ambmon of the houfe of Ddu~
glas.

John Dunbar; fecond fon of Gcorgc the eleventh Earl of March,
obtained in 1372 the earldom of Moray. His grandfon, Earl James,
died about 14463 and his fon Alexander, by Ifabel Innes, a daugh--
ter of the Laird of Innes, bught to have fucceeded himj but, as his
mother Ifabel was within the degrees, forbidden by the canon law,
to her hufband, and dying before a difpenfation could-be obtained,
the Douglaffes got” Alexander declared illegitimate, and Archibald
Douglas, hufband of his youngeft fifter, was created Earl of Moray
in 1446. Though thus deprived of ‘th¢ earldom, he was knighted,
made heritable fheriff of Moray, and got an opulent eftate. He
had ‘the barony of Weftfield: he had alfo the lands of Carnoufie,
Pitterhoufe, Kilbuyack, Conzie, Durris, Tarras, Balnageth, Focha-
bers, Clunies, Moynefs, Clavack, Golfurd, Barlow, &c.

" Sir Alexander Dunbar of Weftfield, by his wife Elizabeth,
daughter of Sutherland of Duffus, had Sir ]am.s of Cumnocks;

. Sir John of Mochrum; Alexander of Kilbuyack, anceftor to Sir

Archibald Dunbar -of Northfield and Thunderton; Gavin, bifkop -
of Aberdeen; David of Durris, which he fold, and bought Grange-

* hill; Patrick, chancellor of the diocefe of Aberdeen; Leonard,

ftudent at Paris; and a boy who died young; and Janet Lady In-

" nerugie. - This account was tranfcribed from the family’s monu-

ment at Elgin about 1714. Sir Alexander- was fucceeded by his
fon Sir Fames: to him fucceeded his fon James, to whom Alex-
ander his fon fucceeded. Alexander died in 1576 5 his fon Patrick
fucceeded, and, dying in 1577, was fucceeded by his fon Fames;
to him fucceeded dlexander, his nephew, {on of Patrick of Bog-

hall,
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‘hall, who ‘was killed in rg92 with the Earl of Moray at Duni-
briftle. To Aléxander fucceeded his brother 7okn, who ‘died in
1622: to him fucceeded Alexander, who died without iffue in
1646 ; and his brother T2omasbecame Weftfield, who was fucceed-
ed by his fon Robert, who died in 1661, leaving the fucceffion to
his fon Rebert, who was fucceeded by Alexander, who died i
1702. To him fucceeded his eldeft fon Fames, who died in 1720

" unmarried; ‘and then Robert, his fecond fon, came to the eftate,
and died a batchelor in 1721, The %ollateral line fucceeded in Lu-
dovick, fon of -Alexander of Moy, who was fon of Robert, who
died in 1661. He fold the fheriffthip to the Earl of Moray, and
died in 1744 without iffue. To him fucceeded Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Alexander, who died 1702. She married Sir William, fon
of Sir James Sutherland, fecond fon of James Lord Duffus, who
affumed the name of Dunbar. Their daughter Fanmet married
Thomas Dunbar of Grangehill, by whom'the has Alexander. This
Thomas fold Wettfield, and all his property in Moray, to Sir James
Grant of Grant, who alfo fold it, and 1t is now in rhe poflefhion
oz Francis Ruffel.

The furname of CoMyN is of conﬁdcmb‘c antiquity in Scotland,

as it is probable they came into England with William the Con-

queror, and were early eftablifhed intp Scotland.

There was a Comes Robertus Comyn appointed governor.of Nor-

thumberland ; but the inhabitants rofe in arms, and killed hxm, and -

700 of his followers, at Durham, 1069 :
. In 1142 William Comyn was chancellor to David L. of Scotland,

and pofleffed himfelf of the bifhopric of Durham for fome time, till

Richard Comyn, his nephew, obtained fome lands in the bithopric.
This Richard is often a witnefs in the charters of Malcolm and
William, kings of Scotland. He was the father of William Comyn,
firt Earl of Buchan of that name, and Fufliciartus Scotie, in the
reign of king William, who died in 1214, and appears to have been

the firft of that name, of confequence and rank, who fettled in

Stotland.

During the reign of Alexander III. the Comyns had the direc-
ticn of pubhc affairs. At that period, there,were thirty-two knights
of the name in Scotland, befides Alexander Earl of Buchan, Wil

liam Earl of Marr, Walter Earl of Monteith, and ]ohn Lord of
Badenoch. ‘ .

ln'
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- In 1269 there was a difpute between the Earl of Atholc, and
_ John of Badenoch, becaufe John built a caftle at Blair.

In 1296 John Comyn swas dominus de Strathbolgy.

" In 1284 John Earl of Buchan was one of the guardians.of Scot-
land to the north of the Forth, as John Lord of Badenoch was one
of them to the fouth of that river.

In 1305 Robert Bruce, afterwards king, killed John Comyn,

" Lord Badenoch, furnamed the Réd, at Dumfries, becaule he dif-
covered Bruce’s defigns on the crown of Scotland to Edward 1. ‘

Upon this murder, the powerful family of the Comyns heartily
{upported the Englith vncws, ‘and gave Bruce all the oppoﬁnon they
<could.

In !';07 Comyn Earl of Buchan fled before Bruce, at Sliach, in
the neighbourhood of Strathbogle, and next year was defeated by
him at Inverury. Then Bruce’s 3ffairs taking 2 favourable turn, -
he was crowned King, and foon expelled the Englifh from Scot-
fand. At his leifure, he forfeited all the Comyns, and fo effeCtu-

_ ally reduced their numbers and influence, that Fordun fays, their
name was almoft extirpated off the earth, -
Ma.ny of the furname are fcattered through SCOtland, and in the -
province of Moray, there are the three families of Alfrc, Logze,
and Relucas.
Tradition reports, that the famlly of Altre is defcended of thc\
Yord of Badenoch. One particular is certain, from the chartulary
of Moray, that there was a Comyn of Aiire before 1492, who was
employed in provincial- affairs of confequence, with the moft rei--.
pectable gentlemen in the country. The eftate, many years after
this, was confiderable, but fell low ; though now, from the attention
of Alexander Penrofe Comyn Gordon, who has made feveral pur-
chafes, it is again become valuable.
Sometime after 1656 Robert Comyn of Altre, marricd Lucy,
. eldeft daughter of Sir Ludovick Gordon of Gordonftown. Of this "
marriage the prefenit A. P. Comyn Gordon is defcended. Sir
Wiltiam Gordon, great grandfon of Sir Ludovick, having no heirs
of his body, nor indeed heirs male, reduced an entail made by his

- grandfather, and conveyed the eftate of Gordonftown to Altre. .

The Marchionefs of Tichfield, daughter' of General Scott, -and
grandchild of Lucy, only daughter of the entailer, and married tof
Navid Scott of Scotftarvet, father of the General, has entered her
\ , . O ) . claim
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claim of fucceffion, upon the ground that Sir William Gordon could
not alter the entail, in which her grandmotlier and delcendants

- were the firft fubftitutes. This law fuit is now in dependence.

The prefent Altre married a fifter of Sir James Grant of Grant,
and has a numerous family. S

The antiquity of the furname of FRASER is great ‘but it is un«
certain from what country they came originally, and what gave rife
to the appellation. The firft account of them, in Scotland, is in-
Tweedale, where there was a Sir Simon Frafer of Oliver Caftle,
who was executed at London, after the battle of Methven, 1307.

There was a Sir Alexander Frafer, who was Lord Chamberlane,
1325, and married Mary, fifter of King Robert Bruce, and ob-,
tained a grant of the thanedom of Cowie. His grandfon, Sir Alex-
ander, married a daughtcr of the Earl of Rofs, with whom he had
the lands of Philorth, in Buchan: and from himis defcended Lord
Saltoun,

Tradition reports that Gilbert, theriff of Traquair, was anceftor :
of the family.of Lovat. His grandfon, Simon, married a defcen-
dant of Sir John Biilet of Lovat. .

By the chartulary of Moray it appears, that Hugh Frifele of Lo=

- wat did homage to the bifhop of Moray in 1367, for Kyntallargy

and Effe. Hugh Frafer of Lovat is retoured, 1430. Between this

‘period and 1480, the family was nobilitated, as in this laft year a

Hugo is, in a royal charter, called Dominus Frafer de Lovat. There
was Hugh, killed at the battle of Flouden, 1513. His fon, Thomas,
died in 1526. His fon, Hugh, was killed at the confli¢t at Cean~
Lochlochiey 1544. His fon, Alexander, was anceftor of Frafer of
Strichen, and died in 1588. Hugh, Alexander’s fon, died in 15763
to whom fucceeded Simon, his fon, who was the-anceftor of Inner-
alachie. Simon died, 1633, and his fon Hugh fucceeded him. ' He
had two fons: Hugh, his heir; and Thomas of Beaufort.  He died
1646. His fon Hugh had Hugk, who died about 1672. His fon
Hugh died 1696. By his wife, Emilia, daughter of the Marquis of
Athole, he had only three daugbters. The eldeft, Emilia, married

Mackenzie of Preftonhall; and in the contra, the eftate was pro-

vided to heirs whatfoever. Simon, fon of Thomas of Béaufort,
claimed the honours befote the Court of Seffion. The Court rightly,
although incompetently, adjudged the -honours of Lovat to him.
This decifion was founded on a new charter obtained fiom the

King
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" King in 1539, by Hugh Lord Frafer of Lovat, on his reﬁgnatxon
of his whole family eftate. By this charter, it was united, created,
and incorporated into one barony, and limited to the heirs male of
‘the body of Hugh, and failing thcm, to his lawful and neareft
male whatfoever. ‘

This Simon Lord Frafer of Lovat, on account of his treafonable
pra&xces, was beheaded, gth April 1747, and his eftate forfeited.
In 1774 the King granted to his fon Simon the eftate. This Si-
mon’s mother was a daughter of- Ludovick Grant of Grant. He
died without children, and his brother Arckibald fucceeded him,
who has children; and his eldeft fon, Sizmon, is member of parlia-
ment for the county of Invernefs.

In the days of barbarifm and mifrule, when nght and wrong -
were determined by the fword, feveral feeble and unimportant
clans or families in Scotland united themfelves under one common
head, for mutual prote&tion and defence againft their-more power-

* ful neighbours. In ‘the province of Moray, the Macpherfons,

Macbeans, Shaws, Macglllwrays, Macqueens, Macphails, Smiths,
Catteighs, &c. &c. entered into a combination of this nature, and
deénominated themfelves the Clan Chattan, under thc direétion of
the Laird of Maclntofh, who was called Captain of the Cian Chat-
tan. Mac Intqﬁ fi gmﬁcs, the chief or leader’s fon. The tera of
this affociation is loft in tradition, as there are no written records
of it.” The tales of family oftentation are not to be depended on,
and it would be an infult, in this enlightened age, to obtrude them
as authentic genealogy or hiftory. 'That the family of MacIntofk
is ancient cannot be queftioned. It is equally certain, that it has
many cadets and refpeQtable alliances, and has had confiderable
weight in many private and public tranfactions in the country.

The ftory of tradition is, that a fon of Duncan Macduff, fifth
Earl of Fife, who died 1154, came north, and had lands granted
to him in the vicinity of Innernefs; and the fifth in defcent from
him, Angus, married Eva, heirefs of Dowal Dal, chief of the Clan

Chattan, and obtained his eftate.” In a bond of manrent between
the Laird of MacIntofhi and the Macpherfons, 1609, they acknow-
ledge him to be their chief. | In many royal charters, royal letters,
and other writs, he is alfo defigned Captain of Clan Chattan. .
Angus’ fon, William, fucceeded to him. To Wiliiam fucceed-

ed his fon Laucklan, and to him his fon Ferquhar. To him his
Fa uncle
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uncle, Malcolm Beg. Heé died 14¢7. His fon Duncan fucceeded; -
to, him fucceeded. his fon Ferguhar, who died in 1514 without
.male iffue. His relgtion, William, grandfon of Malcolm by his
third fon, Lauchlan, fucceeded, and was murdered in 1515 by his
clan His brother Lauchlan fucceeded,~and was alfo murdered
by his clan, 1524. His fon W#illiam fucceeded, and was put to
death.by the Eaxl of Huntly at Huntly Caftle in 15503 for which
the Easl paid an aflythment, or compenfation, of lands to a confi- .
derable extent, that as yet are parts of the MacIntoth eftate. His
fon Lauchlan fucceeded, and died, 1606. He was fucceeded by
his grandfon Si7 Laucklan, who died in 1622. His fon William
died, 1660, and was fucceeded by his fon Laucklan, who died in'
1704. His fon Lauchlan diéd in 1731 without ifiue, and was fuc-
ceeded by #illigm, his near relation, who died in 1740 without
iflue. To him fucceeded his brother 4 ingus, who married a
daughter of Innercauld, and died without iffue in 1770, To him
fucceeded neas, his near relation, who married a daughter of
Sir Ludovick Grant of Dalvey, but has no children.

The MacprERsONs are one of thofe fmall clans that aflociated
themfclves under the Captain of the Clan Chattan. It is faid,
that they derive their name from an anceftor, who was parfon of
‘Kingufie, and married. Be this as it may,- thcy are numerous, and .
occupy great part of Badcnoch. Their chicf is, Macpherfon of
Clunie. 1In 1660 Andrew was laird of Clunie, vihofe fon Ewan |
, was father of Duncan, who died in 1722 without male iffue.” The
neareft male heir was Lauchlan of Nuid, who was great-grand-
nephew of the mentioned . Andrew. Lauchlan’s fon Ewan en-
gaged in the rebellion of 1745, and was forfeited. He left a fon, |
Duncan, by Janet, daughter of Simon Lord Frafer of Lovat, who
is a colonel in the army, and had his eftate reftored to him by a& |
of parliament in 17 .

There is ancther refpeCtable family of this name, Macpherfon
of Innerifkie, who are of fome antiquity, and now have an hand-
fome eftate. George, the late proprietor, was married to a fifter
of General Grant of Ballindalloch, and had two fons, and feveral
daughters. His eldeft fon, William, is a batchelor, His other
fon, Fokn, was married, and retired from the army, to enjoy a
country life. He has two fons and a daughter. . I

From this country was the notorious James Macpherfon, the

editor

|
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. editor of Offian’s Poems. He died in 1796, after purchafing con«
fiderable property in Badenoch.
' The MacponaLDs are a numerous and opulent name, and havq. .
long occypied a confiderable part of the Weft Highlands of Scot-
land. It is uncertain, whether they emigrated from Norway and
the Orkneys, or from Ircland. Their own tradition is, that they
ate of Irith extralion. Be this as it may, they are ﬂoun{hmg,
and often engaged in prwate and public tranfa&nons of various
type

* The family feat of the Macdonalds of Glengary is at Innergary.
They are defcended of Clan Ranald of Moidart; for there are
bonds of manrent between Glengary and his neighbours, as far .
back as 1571, in which he acknowledges Clan-Ranald for hxs
chief.

It'is faid, that John, Lord of the Ifles, had a grandfon, Donald
of Glengary, who was father of Alexander, who had Alexander,
who died about 1515, and left two fons: Alexander, his fucceflor,
and Angus, progenitor of Lord Macdonald of Aros. Alexander
died about 1550, and his fucceflor was his fon Alexander, who
died about 1604. His grandfon Alexander had two fons: Donald

. Gorm, and Alexander. - On the death of Lord Macdonald of Aros,
in 1680, without iffue, Alexander obtained his eftate, and died
about 1685. - Donald Gorm was killed at Killycrankie, 1689, and

_ unmarried. His brother Alexander fucceeded, and was in the .

" conflits of Cromdale, 1690, and Sherrifmuir, 1715, and died in
1%524. Hijs fon Fokn {ucceeded, and died in 1754. Alexander,his

fon, was imprifoned at London in' 1745 ; but Angus, another fon,
led the tenants and vaffals of Glengary into the rebellion, and was
killed by a random fhot at Falkirk, in January 1746. Alexander

returned home, and died a bachelor, 1761. Angus’ fon, by a

niece of Struan, fucceeded, and was Duncan of Glengary. He
married a daughtet of Sir Ludovick Grant of Dalvey, and had’
iflie. He died in 1788, and his fon Alexander fucceeded.

The furname of Dusr has within this century emerged, and
sifen into uncommon opulence; and the family of their prefent
head, the Earl Fife, has gone through the gradations of Irith no~
- bility, till the prefent Earl in 1790 was created a Britifh Peer, by
the title of Duﬂ” Lord Fife.

"There was ar old family of this name, propnetors of Muldavid

and

\
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and Craighead, in the immediate vicinity of Cullen. Through
ten defcents, decently inftructed, the direct line at laft became
extinét, in the perfon of Fohn Duff, who died in Holland, 1717.
The grandfather of this John was twice married. A :}n of his
fecond marriage was A4dam; who lived in Clunybeg oftAuchin-
down. By his wife, 'a daughter of Gordon of Birkenburn, this
Adam had Alexander of Keithmore; Willjam, anceftor of Drum-
muir and Crombie ; John, anceftor of Corfindae. Clunybeg died
'in 1677. . Alexander of Keithmore married Helen, daughter of
Alexander Grant of Allachie, an heirefs. By her he had Alex-
ander of Braco, William of Dipple, and Patrick of Craigfton,
Alexander purchafed the lands of Braco, and made many other
acquifitions. He married a daughter of Sir William Gordon of
Lefmore, and had feveral daughters. His only fon, William,
fuceeded him, who died without male iffug. His-uncle, William
. of Dipple, fuccecded ; and by his wife, a daughter of Sir George
Gordon of Edinglaffie, left feveral daughters, and a fon, Williarm,
who fucceeded to the eftates of Braco and Dipple. He married
Jean, daughter of Sir James Grant of Grant. In 1735 he was
creatcd Baron Braco of Kilbryde in Ireland, and by patent to him
" and his heirs male in' 1759, he was created Vifcount Macduff and
Earl Fife in that kingdom. He died in 1763, and ‘was fucceeded
by his fon Fames Vifcount Macduff, who in 1790 was created a
Britith Peer. - .
‘This William, Earl of Fife, had 2 numerous fam:ly, and gave
Janded property to all his younger fons. Alexander got Echt in
Aberdeenthire, and married a daughter of Skene of Skene, and

* -~ has children, George got the eftate of Milntown and Bermuckity

near Elgin, was married, and has a fon. Lewis had Blairrie
near Forres, was married, but has no children. Arthur had Or-
town, and remains a bachelor. His eldeft daughter, Lady Ann,
married her near relation,, Duﬂ’ of Hatton, and had one daughter,
Jean, an heirefs, married to her coufin, Sir James Grant of Grant.
Lady Jane niarried Sir William Gordon of Park, and, after his
death, Hay of Montblairy. Lady Janet married Keith Urquhart
of Meldrum. Lady Margaret married James Brodie of Brodie.
. Lady Sophia married Mr. Wharton; and Lady Helen -married
Admiral Duff.  7ames Earl Fife married the only chlld of Sin-

clair Earl of Caxthm:fs, and has no iffue.
William,
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: William, fecond fon of Clunybeg, was father of Alexander, who

| married Katherine, eldeft daughter and heirefs of Duff of .Drum-
mmr, and by her had Robert of Drummuir, John of Coubin,-and .
William of Muirtown. To Robert of Drummuir fucceedcd his
fon, Archibald of Drummuir, who died a bachelor,,and was fuc-
ceeded by his coufin defcended of Coubin. William had a fecond
~ fon, Jamcs, father of William Duff of Crombie. Of Clunybeg’s

. third fon is defcended Duff of Corfindae. ' Of Keithmore’s fon,

i Patrick of Craigfton, are dcfcended Hatton, Premnay, Fcttcrcﬁ'o,
&ec.:

The family of GORDONSTOWN is now extinc in the male line ;
but it would be improper to omit a fketch, as they were diftin-
guithed by their abilities, as alfo by their peculiarities. )

Str Robert Gordon, the firft of Gordonftown, was fecend fon
of Alexander Earl of Sutherland. In May 162§ he was created a -
knight baronet of the order of Nova Scotia, with precedence of
all the knights of that order. In 1634 he was one of the Privy
Council of Charles I.; and in 1642 the Parliament made him a
Privy Counfellor for life. He was grandfather, by his daughter
Katharine, to the celebrated Robert Barclay, author of the Apo-
logy for the Quakers. In 1656 he was fucceeded by his fon Lu-

' dovick. He had three daughters: Lucy, married to Robert Cu-

. myn of Altre; Katharine, married to Tliomas Dunbar of Grange;

. and Elizabeth, married to Dunbar of Weftficld. The defcendants

- of the two firft exift to this day. His fon Robert, by his wife
Elizabeth, only daughter of Sir William Dunbar of Hemprigs, had
Robert, his heir, and Lucy, married to Scott of Scotftarvet, and:
mother to General Scott. Robert fucceeded in 1701. His wife

" was Agnes, daughter of Sir William Maxwell of Calderwood. He
died in 1772. Two fons of this marriage furvived him. Robert,
who died a bachelor in 1776, and was fucceeded by his brother .
William, who fettled his eftate on Comyn of Altre, and alfo died
a bachelor in 1795.

Archibald Dunbar, of the Dunbars of Kilbuyack, bought a great
part of the Duffus eftate from James Lord Duflus, and affumed.
‘the title of Thunderton. He died, 1730. His eldcft daughter
married her -coufin-german, Archibald Dunbar of Newton, -and
fucceeded to the eftate.  Archibald died in 1769. Of this mar-
riage was Alexander, who mamcd Margarct, daughter of the Vifs

S count
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count of Arbuthnot. Sir Patrick Dunbar of Northfield, a def-
cendent of Kilbuyack, dying without male 1ﬁ'ue, this Alexander
proved his propinquity to him, before an inqueft, and in 1776
took up the title. He died in 1791. Sir Alexander, by his mar-
.riage, had two fons, Archibald and John,-and a daughter, married
to Dr. Coull of Afhgrove. John is a Captain of dragoons, and
Sir Arehibald married Helen, daughter of Altre, and has iflue. -

Urqubhart of Birdfyards, near Forres, was a defcendant of the
UrquuarTs of Cromarty. Tradition reports, that this family
were appointed heritable keepers of the Caftle of Forres, by Ran-
dolph, Eail of Moray. In 1390 there was a Thomas Urchard de
Birdzardis; or Borrowzairdis, who had Sherifmiln, and other

. lands near Elgin. The eftate continued in the family, till Robert
~ fold it to George Grant from Jamaica, who now refides at San-

‘char, which is happily fituated, as having a variety of the moft

- beautiful profpedts. \
- Lethin belonged to FaLcoNERs, as early as the 1295, and re-
~ mained with them till John Grant of Freuchie purchafed it about
the 1600." His fon, Sir John, fold it, about 1630, to Alexander,
fecond fon of David Brodie of Brodie. He alfo purchafed the
abbey lands of Kinlofs, from Thomas Bruce, Earl of Elgyn, and
in 1651 and 1652 fold the materials of the abbey, and with them
the citadel of Inverneis was built. He died in 1660, and was
fucceeded by his fon Alexander, who died in 1696, leaving one
daughter, Janet, mafried to Lewis Grant of Grant about 1676.
To this Alexander fucceeded Dauvid, his brother, who died with-
out iffue. To him fucceeded Alexander, fon of James Brotie of
Kinlee, brother of David, who married Sophia, a daughter of Cal-
der, and had a numerous family. He died in 1744. To him his
fon Alexander fucceeded, who married Henrietta, daughter of
- Colonel William Grant of Ballindaloch, in 1754, and died 1%570.
His fon Alexander died in 1770, and his other fon, fokn, in
3773, both unmarried. The heirefs by entail is his daughter
Anne, unmarried. Her fifter, Sophia, is lately married to her
coufin, Dunbar of Grange.

Lefly of Findraffic is defcended of Leflie Earl of Rothes, and
afferts on plaufible grounds, that he is the heir-male, and in that
line, ought to have the eftate and honours. This claim is be-
«come nugatory, as in’ 1558 Andrew Leflre, fccond fon of the fourth

Earl
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_Earl of Rothes, fucceeded to the eftate and honour, in which he
‘was invefted, in confequence of his father’s furrender and refigna-
tion. In 1667 Fokn, then Earl, and afterwards Duke of Rothes,
refigned his honour inte ‘the hands of Charles IL. and a charter
was expede under the great feal in favour of his heits female; by
which Margaret, his daughter, fucceeded hnm in the title, and was
Countefs of Rothes, on his death in 168 L

Be this as it may, Rebert, the firft of F indraffie, brother of Ane
drew Earl of Rothes, was fucceeded by his fon Robert, who had
two fons, Robert and John. Robert chceeded him. His fon
George fucceeded, and dying childlefs, Abraltam, George’s bro-
ther, fucceeded, who alfo died without iffue. A collateral 7okn
fucceeded, whofe father, John, was fon of Johpn, fecond fon of
Robert ahove-mentioned. This John married Margaret, daughter
‘of Gordon of Glengerack, and had feveral children. His fon
Alexander fucceeded; but all his children dym’g, his brother Abra-
‘ham fucceededs and on his death, his daughter, Caroline femima
Leflic, his heirefs of entail, fucceeded and married ]u/m Leflie,
now of Findraflie, and have children. ,

James Calder of Muirtown was created 2 Baronet of Nova Sco-
tia in 1686. In 17:0 he difponed his eftate to truftves, and Kils
ravock purchafed it. His fon Thomas fucceeded to the title. To
him fucceceded his fon Fames, who martied advantageoufly in Eng-
land, and his fon Henry fucceeded, and died a general officer,
leaving one fon, ————, a minor. .

There was a family of the furname of MURREFF of Monn of
Duffus, who, and the cadets of it, had, in the rexgn of David I
and long after, moft extenfive eftates in this province, and in the -
neighbouring countjes. This leads to conjeéture, that the rebels
lion of the Moravienfes in the reign of Malcolm IV. was neither
fa univerfal, as our monkifh hiftorians report, nor attended with
fo general effe@s, as tranfplanting all the inhabitants, or that the
new occupiers affumed the local name.

However numerous and opulent thefe Morays of Duffus were,
it is from the chartulary of Moray alone that we teceive any au-
thentic information concerning them. From a tranfeript of this
record, it appears that -

In r1go Richard, bithop of Moray, feus the lands of Logynane

dalin Duf!'us, to William, fon of Frefkyn.
G ) About
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About 1200 173 llzam, fon of William, fon of Frcﬁtyn, was pa«
tron of the church of Arthildol, or Arndilly. .

About 1210 Fréfkyn de Kerdal, or Kirdels; was ‘uncle to Brl-
cius, Bxﬁxop of Moray, ‘and patron of the church of Deveth, or
Dalvey. His daughter, an heirefs, married Alexander dc’ Strivelyn.

At the fame penod H/alter de Moravxa was patron of the church
of Inneralien. .

Before 1214 W'zllzam, fon of Freikyn, isa w1tnefa to a chatter
- of king William: -

Before 1216, when Pope Innocent II. died, Bricius, bifhop of
Moray, founds eight canonries at the cathedral 'of Spyny. One of
them.is on the lands of Duldavy, and Lunyn, or Dunlichty—/alva

" tenura W llzzlmz, Sl Willielms, ﬁlz] Frefkyny; as alfo on the
lands of Logy near Duffus—/alva tenura Hugoms, Sbj W'zllzelmz,

Jilig Frefkyny.
* In 1220 Andrew, bifhop of Moray, gives | hns lands of Butru—
thin ot Botriphny, Aginway, Artildol, Aberlour, and Corekyner-
‘meneth or Kinnermony, to I’Valter de Moravza, fon of the late
William.de Moravig.

In 1226 this laft agrecment is renewed by bifhop Andrew, with
the fame Walter, fon of the late William. He is called Walterus
de Petyn, or Petty. The lands of Ardtrillen, Lunyn, Croyn, Dul-
'davy, are added; as allo the prefentation to the churches of Croyn,
Aberlour, Butruthin, and Artildol. There were many feals to it,
andy among -others, that ‘of Walter: de Moravia, fon of the latc
Hugﬁ

In 1226 Andrew, blﬂmp of Moray, enters into an agreement
with Walter, d: Moravia, fon of Hugh, about Waltér’s rights over
the muirs of Spyny, which Waltcr fa!d his-anceftors had @b an-
tzgua
~ About 1229 it appears that Walter, fon of William de Mora-
via, was patron of the churches of Petyn, Butruchin or Botriph-
ny, Bracholy, Aberlour, and Dufphus or Duffus. '

In 1232 Dominus W'allerus de Duffus, and Dominus ;Vall‘cru:
de Petyn, milites, are witacfles to a convention Jbetween bxfhop
Addicw and David de Strathbolgyn.

In 1248 Simon, bifhop of Moray, confirms the agreement made
by bithop Andrew with IVa[ter de Moravia, father of Frg/kyn, and
alfo rat:Fes the charters given by his prcdeceﬂ’ors to the grandfa-

: - - ther

-
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ther and great grandfather of Frefkyn, on thc muirs of Spyny and
Tinroflic.
In 1237 Andrew, bithop of- Moray, gr:mts a fituation for a corn

- miln on his lands of Uchter Spyny, to Walter de Moravia. This

is Sherrifmiln on Lofly, and was part of thc Duffus eftate. Wil-
liam de Sutherland is one of the witnefles.

In 12490 Walter de Moravia, fon of Hugh, gives onie toft and
one croft to the church of St. Pcter at Duéfus.

" In 1286 the bifhop of Moray, Archibald, is guardian of an
agreement between William Federeth, portioner of Duffus, and
Reginald le Chene, about the four davachs of Strathnavyr, which
Federeth and his wife, Clzr iftiana de Moravia, yield to Chene,

" who performs the third part of the free fervice of one knight, for

that part of the barony of Strathbrock, or Weftficld, that William -

x poflefles. This William and Chriftiana were alive in 1294.

It appears from Prinn’s collections, that in 1296 the Morays
were numerous, and in many fhires of the kingdom. There were

" Dominus Willielmus de Morrawa, de Bothugl miles, Willielmus

de Morravia, de Tullzbardm del Conte de Perth, &c. Sir Apdrew
Moray of Bothwell was governor-of Scotland. He died in the -

: north, 2 338, and was buried at Rofemarkie.

The family of Ckene of Duffus ended in two dalufrnters Mary .
married Nicholas Sutherland, fecond fon of Kenncm, Earl of Su«
therland, f{lzin at Halidon Hill, 1333. Nicholas’ grandfon, Aiex-

" ander Sutherland, married Morella, heirefs of Chifholm of Quarry-

‘wood. Alexander, the. fifth in defcent from him, was created
Lord Duffus in 1650. James, the fecond Lord, who died in 1 705,
fold the greateft part of the eftate to Archibald Dunbar of Thun-
derton. Kenneth, the third Lord Duffus, 'was a captain in the
navy; but, cngaging in the rcbellion of 1715, was attainted. His
fon Eric lived in Sutherl:md whofe fon ]ﬂws reﬁdes in the

- Orkney. ys:

In giving an account of the GraNTS, it was omrtted to men
tion, that the Clan- Allan is reprefented by the family of Aucher-'

“nack, the Clan-Chiaran by Dellachaple, and the Clan-Phadrick by

Tullochgorum.
The tradmon of the country is, that the C/an-Allan, who came

"north with Thomas Randolph, were Stewarts, now in.Strathaven.

"The family of Achernack, above. 200 years ago, was opul lent, and

, ;_narr:cd into refpectable fmnh»s. Major Louis Grant is now the

G2 head

-
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head of it. He rcﬁdes at Achernack, and is materially i xmprovmg
the old dychas.

To this it is to be added,.that Su' James Grant of Grant has re-.
peatedly been 2 member of Parliam¢nt for the counties of Moray
and Banff, and now has a regiment of the line, the g7th, and the
firft Scotch Fencible foot regiment, with a prqﬁtable place at the
Board.of Excife,

: TABLE OF THE POPULATION OF THE PROVINCE OF
‘MORAY.

\

Population| Population ..
in 1255. in 1797. Increafe.|Decreafe.

No_ Elgm Prg/bytery : - .
.f 1'{ Speymouth - - 994 | 1347 | 353 | ——
2 | Urquhart - -1 1110} 1050 | 6o
3 | St. Andrews Lhanbryd - 6g0 740 50 | ——
4 | Drainy - -|- 1174 | 1040 | —— | 134
5 | Duffus - - -| 1679 | 1500 | — | 17g
6 | Spynie - - -| 865! 6oz} —=1| 263
7|Elgin- - . .} 6306 4534 | —— | 1779
8| Birnie .. . - 525 402 | — | 123
9 [Alves ' -- = .| 1691 1111} —— | 580
150 12326 03] gi1t
Forres Prejbytery 5 34 L 5138

10 { Kinlofs -| 1191 | 1031 [ — | 160
31 | Forres - - -1 1903 | 2987 | 994 | ——
12 | Rafford = .- -} 1313 | 1072 | — | 231
13 Do'llas. N - 700 888 | 188 | ——
14 {‘Edinkillie . . -| 1443 | 1312 [— | 132
15 | Dyke - 0. -| 1642 | 4529 | — 1 113

"828a | 8819 | 1182 | 6.
Nairn Prefbytery, ’ , - 5
16 | Aulderne .2

1600 | 1400

17 | Nairn - -| 1648 | 2400 | 702 | —0o
18 Iéirderﬁér - - 328 13‘98 78;0' ——
11 I B - - : .

22 Camr - - - ! g: 12‘32 . 180 —343
21 { Ardclach - -| 1163 | 1186 23 p ——

’/ - g - [ ————]

7672 ] 889,,8 1175 | 549 1
R \
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Populaﬁonll’opnhtion incrclfe.]Decrﬂfe
. in 1755. | in 1797.
No.|  Tnverne[s Prefbytery.
22 Moy and Dallaroflie - | 1693 | 1813{ 120 | —
23 { Daviot and Dunlicht - | 2176 | 1697 1 479
24 |Durris - - - | 1520 ‘1365 [ —— | 155
25 | Petty - - - | 1643 | 1518 | — | 125
26 | Invernefs - - | 9730 | 10527 | 797 { —
27 | Kirkhill - . - | 1360} 1570] 210} —
28 | Killtarlity - | 1964} 2495 531 | ——
- 20086 | 20985 | 1658 | 759
Abertarff Prefbytery. ? -
29 | Urquhart = - - - | 1920 1929 29 | —
1 30 | Bolefkin - - | 1380 1402 e8] .—
a1 | Laggan - - - | 1521 1510 9
’ 4821 86 1 9
Abernethy Prefbytery. 3.5 ;
g2 [Kinguffie - -] 1900} 1983} 83
33 |Alvie - - - | o2} to11 | —— 10
34 | Duthil and Rothymurghus | 1785 1110 { —— 4 675
'35 | Abernethy - - | 1670 | 1769 99 | ——
36 { Cromd - - . 3063 gooo | — |' 63
37 | Kirkmichael - - | 128 1276 | —— 12
Aberlaur, and part o 10727 | 101 182 6o
Strathboggy Prgﬁb)ter.zfes. 77 hid 4
38|loveravon =~ .~ . .| 2364 | e244 | ——{ 220
39 | Knockando - - | 1267 | 1530} 233 | —
40 | Aberlaur - - | 1010 920 | — go
41 | Mortlach - - | 2374 ) 1918 | —— ] 456
42 | Boharm - - - 1235] 1294 59 | —
43 [Rothes - - < | 1219 | 1500} 281 —
L 44-} Keith - -~ - | 2683} ‘gizo| 467 | —
L 45 BYellie T -1 1730} 1919 { 189 | —
13982 | 14445 | 1229 | 766

Aﬁ_ﬂ(a&“
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Abftrall of Population Table..

Population|Population

A A lncreachDecrcafc;
in1755. | in1797. )

\Sumoszefb of Elgin ~ - -| 15034 | 12326/| 403 | 3111

. Forres - . -| 8232 | 8¥i1g | 1182 | 645

Nairn - -| 7672 | 88¢8 | 1775 | 3549

Invernéfs . -| 20086 | 20985 | 1658 | 759

. Abertarff -] 4821 | 48063 51 ] 9

‘ . Abernethy -| 10727 | 10149 | 182 | 760

Aberlaur, &c. | 13982 | 14445 | 1229 | 766

80604 | 80485 | 6480 | 6599 |-
80485 ‘ 6480

119 | 119 |

By the above table, the pepulation upon the amount of the 45
parithes feems to have rather decreafed fince the year 1755. |

“In the country parifhes, the decreafe feems to be more general
in the moft fertile and beft cultivated diftriéts, where the extent of
the farms has been of late increafed. In the interior parifhes,
where much of the land is occupied in fmall pofieffions, and where
improvers have occafionally fettled in the {kirts of the country, the
population feems to have rather increafed. -

In the parithes of Aulderne; Boharm, and Rothes, the popula-
tion, as publifhed in the Stau(hcal Account of Scotland, has been
fomewhat altered.

. The parith of Dundurcas was annexed to thofe of Boharm and
Rothes, and its population, in 1755 about 946, has in this table
been added to the refpe&ive parifhes of which it now makes part.

Upon‘ the other fide, the ‘minifter of Aulderne, in a procefs
for an augmentation of ftipend in the year 1754, ftates the popu-
lation only at 1600, which-at that time it could not have exceeded.

Upon the fame fide alfo, an error in Dr. Webfter’s report of
* the population of Elgin, as publifhed in the gth vol. of the Statif-

tical’ Aceount of Scotland, muft at the leaft amount to one thou=
fand more than it confifted of about 1755.

Several new houfes have of latc been built, and a few that had

remaired uninhabited, perhaps fince they weie burned by the Mar-
: quis
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quis of Montrofe, have been rebuilt: feveral families have. alfo
come in from the copntry: from which it might be prefumed, -
that the pop'ulation of the town is increafing. But people now ° .
require more room and larger houfes than formerly. Several alfo A
of the inferior artizans, to efcape the impofts of the royalty, have
migrated to a fuburbs, the rifing village of Bithopmill, in the pa-
rifh of Spvmc There is reafon therefore to fuppofe, that the
prefent population of the town, about 300q, has continued for
many years with little variation, the country part only having de-

- creafed about 400. By adding that ndmber t6 its prefent popula-
tion of 1600, that of the year 1755 will be pretty accurately af-
certained,- making the .whole parith then amount to about 5000 :
and by this ftatement, the population of tke whole province, in-

ftead of being diminithed, "m& have really increafed ..'bout 9o0. -

- © " CHAP-
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CHAPTER IL

B . o
ANTIQUITIES OF THE PROVINCE.

BIRE Roman Pragrg/.'c.

' .THE idea of Caledonian mdepcndencc long' mﬁuenced 'the opi=
' nions of our hiftoriahs and antiquaries. It prevented their

, judging with candour of the. proofs, that the Romans penetrated
‘to.the northern part of Scotland. Thefc prejudices now begin to

" fubfide; and Scotfmen atlow equal weight to the {ame degree of
evxdence, of the Roman progrefs in their native country, .as they
do with regard to Germany, or any other provmcc of that empire
they are not particularly interefted in. . ’

This evidence and information is not to be derived from the le‘
gendary tales of our hiftorians, or the crude theories of our anti-
guarians, founded in fi&tion, and fupported by credulity. The
genuine fources it is to be drawn from, are the Roman and Greek
writers. The hiftory they give us of the Roman progrefs in this
ifland, is confirmed by thofe ftupendous monuments of their power

and induftry that remain, as walls, ﬁatxons, mlhtary roads, and
ruins of towns.

It is from Tacitus’ life of Agricola, that wt obtain the firlt cor« |

re& information of the fuceefs of the Roman arms in Scotland.
He commanded their troops for nine years, and penetrated into Scot-
land, as far as the foot of the Grampian mountains. Had Tacitus’

account of Agricola’s eight campaigns been attended to, the fizld of
his battle with the Caledonian chief Galgicus, could never be con-
jeftured to have been in Strathern, near the kirk of Comrie, nor
at Fortingal Camp, a place fomewhat farther on the other fide of

the Tay. Thefe places are too’inland, as that campaign wWas riear .

the fea coaft. The land-army and fleet co-operated in attackuxg
the enemy, and fupporting each other. The failors often were in
the Roman camps, -and detailed the dangers they encountered by
fea, to the legions, who related the hardfhips they were expofed to
in their marches through hills and forefts. This was alfo the cafe
In Agricola’s fixth and feventh campaigns; and remains of his for-

i tified
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tified camps are yet to be feen, from Camelon to his camp at

Stonchaven, and the extenfive works on levftonc hill, near to . '

Urie, where the battle with Galgacns was fought

Though it is a little foreign to.the prefent i mquu‘y, yet it throws
light on the Roman progrefs at large, to mention the feries of
Agricola’s camps, during the three years he employed in his pro-
grefs northward, after his croffing the Bodotria, or Forth. They
are taken from a map that General -Roy publifhed feveral years
ago, and have all been verified : Camelon, Kier, Ardock, Camp
Cafile, Strageth, Perth, Graffywalls, Burghtay, Lintrofe, Coupar '
in Angus, Kirkboddo, Battle Dykes, Kiethick, Fordun, Stonchaven.
This chain of pofts, not far diftant from the fea fhore, preferved
the communication with his fleet, and fecured both his conquefts
and retreat.  The remains of a Roman camp were, fome years'
years ago, to be feen near the fhore at Stonchaven, but are now
cffaced. It was the ftation Agricola accupied, before his battle
with Galgacus. The extenfive works on Finlyftone hill, about’
“two miles to the weft of Stotichaven, contain within the intrench-
ments about, 120 Scots acres. There the Caledonians encamped,
whe learned this art of fortification from the Romans, and had it
“fo large, as to contain their flocks and herds. The face of the
ground between Stonchaven and Finlyftone hill correfponds to
Tacitus' defeription, particularly at Campftone hill, a mile to the
north eaft, and near to the fea thore, where was the field of battle
as there are the remains of many fmall cairns, and fome fingle
ftone obelifks.

It was Agricola’s plan, according to Tacitus, to have penetrated
to the extremities of Britain. With this view, his fleet failed
round the ifland, and, as Juyenal informs, conquered the Orkney
iflands. So enterprifing and fieady a general would have com-
pleted his plan, had not Domitian’s jealoufy recalled him. His
fucceffor was Lucullus, who alfo appears ta have been eminent in
the military line; and there is every degree of probability, that

- he pufhed his conquefts at leaft to Invernefs. This opinion is
combated by national vanity and prejudice ; but if the evidence it
is fupported by is carefully examined, and impartially weighed, it
will be found firong, if not decifive.

Ptolemy of Alexandria flourifhed about the year 140 of the

Chriftian ®ra, He wrote a fyﬁem of geogtaphy, which is yet
- extant,
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:-c'xt,ant, and gives ‘not only the .longitude and latitude-of the fea
coafts of Scotland, but that of fome of the northern and inland
places of it.  He names the towns of Tueffis, Ptoroton, Bunratia,
:Tamea, and the different clans of inhabitants who octupied. the
“whole country. This information he could only.obtain from'the
-Romans;. and making fome allowances for the inaccuracy of the
obfervations cemmunicated to him, or from perhaps the errers in
.the ménufcripts of his work, there is mere exa&nefs in the relative
fituation he gives of places, than at firft could be fuppofed. The
eaft in modern maps is the wsf in his. . Notwith{tanding this, and
.that he makes the coafts of Stotland trend to the eaft, inftead of
‘running north, or fo, yet he lays down the places agreeable to their
“'seal fituation, on the rcfpc&wu fides of the ifland. :
. His tables have been often mifreprefented, and tortured to fup-
port hypothefis and .opinion. This ‘arofe from not delineating a
map agyceable to the degrees he afligns. Had this been done,
-. Ptoroton, or Caftra Alata, would never-have been placed at Cra-
mond, or Edinburgh, but where Prolemy places-it, on the Sinus
Vararis, the Moray Firtk. But allowing Ptolemy’s geography
-¢0 be more inaccurate than-it is, it decidedly proves that,. when
:he ‘wrote, the Romans were well acquainted with: the interiar
country of the north of Scotland, as well as the fea coafts.

- The inhabitants of tle province of Moray he names Vacomagi
‘and:Caledonzy.  Among them, on the Sinus Vararis, or. Moray
Firth, he places Tueﬂ' 7s, which anfwers to much about where
Gordon Caffle is. An Englifh mile to the north of Gordon Caftle,

- .are the Temains of an encampment, which, from its fquare figure,
*and ditch and ramparts, and ports,. has every appearance of being
yBoman, It no doubt was originally intended to.cover the ford on
~the. tiver Tuzffis, or Spey, which at that period ran at the foot of

the bank on which the flation was placel. -

Prolemy mentions Ptoroton Stratspedon, or Caflra Alata, in
thie country of the Vacomagi, which, from the fituation he afligns
t0.it on the Moray Firth, and its rclative pofition to Tuefks, can

- beno other than what is now called the Burgh, a fither-town in
- the parifh of Duffus, - It is a promontory, or ncck of land, thit on
the north and weflt §des has ﬁeep rocks, wafthed by the fea. The
.-elevation.of the azea qu the top is, about fixty feet above low wa-
ter,. This area’is three hundred feet long on the weft fide, five

hundred
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hundred and twenty feer on the eaft fide; two hundred and fixty.
feet on the northy and three hundred feet.-on the fouth fide. - It
appears to have been furrounded with-a rampart; about twenty
fect high, built of ftorie and lime, with fome oak planks intermixed.
At a fmall diftance without this, on'the fouth fide,. are three:
ditches, about thirty feet below the top of the area. They are.
from fixteen to twenty feet deep, and from twelve to fixteen feet:
wide at the bottom, and from forty to fifty feet wide at the top... -
The ramparts and [paces between. thead are about fixty feet in: .
breadth, ahd ‘intetfe&@ all : communication: from the land fide.»
There is a bay and harbour to the weft, where the Roman fleet:
could ride at anchor with fafety. . This ftation-was afterwards oc-
cupied by the Norwegians and Orkneymen, as a place of firength:.
and a proté&ion for their barks, when they eftablifaed themfc‘v"s

~ in'Moriy; and Duffeyras, or Duffus, in the eleventh century, when -

)

they conquered that country by their general, Helgy, the founder:
of Helgyn; or' Elgyn, as.appears from Torfeus’ hxﬁory of the Ork-:
neys: I‘hey called it in their language Burgh, which fignifies a-
town; but it is.fingular,.that the old inha hxtants of the Burgr,
within thefe fifty ycars, called it Torytown, or Térytown, which -
approaches.near-to the name Ptolemy gives it of Ptorston. T

In the fame country of the Facomagi; or province of Moray, the
Alexandrian geegrapher mentions Banatia asin-the neighbaurhood «
of Tueffis and -Ptoroton. When the river Nefs iffues from the »
Loch, it runs about five or fix hundred yards, and falls into ano-
ther fmall loch, which is bent info a femicircular figure, and with
the river forms a peninfyla. On this flip of ground, there has been™
a military ftation of two fmall forts. The outer fort is a fquare
of fifty paces by fifty-three, which on the one fide is protgcted by ’
the river, and on the other by the fmall loch; and next the field,
is a rampart, and a ditch, fourteen'feet wide : on the inner fide,is
another. ditch and rampart,..of the former bseadth. - The inser -
fort is built of rather modern mafonry, and.is alfo a fquare of :
twenty-four paces on each fide. Thefe forts.cover the only ford
on the*Nefs, which is called: Bona, or Bune/s; but.in Exfe, the’
ancient diale& of the country, it is called Bana. From this fimi- :
larity of name, and being in the country of the V a.wmmrz, it pro-
bably is the Banatia of Ptolemy.

Dza Cq[ us, whom fome conjecture to. have bcer* the Empcror
Ha2 Severus’s
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Severus s ptivate fcretary in; his Britith expedmomy wrote his hif«
tory, by that Prince’s particular defire. The information he gives
x'nay be confidered 2uthentie, in what regards Severys’s operations
in North Britain, 2s he relates events that either paffed under his
own eye, or were reported to him by thofe.who were principally
eagaged in them. Ih¢ teflimony is exprefs, that Severus loft -
50,000 men in the expedition, but penetrated, by land to the ut-
moft northern bounds of Scetland. This he confirms by the
a;ftronomu:al obfervations that were made, on the different lengt.hs
of the days and nights in thefe regxons, from what tkey were in:
Italy. :

- Befides thefe bxﬁoncal accounts. of the Roman eonqne&s, to the
north of the Grampian chain of mountains, and the remains of
fortifications that, from geography and their form, have every ap=
pearance of being crefted by that warlike and induftrious people,
there have been urns, medals, and weapons difcovered, that alfo
afford additional eyidence of their progrefs. Two urns were lately.
found in Findlater, at the farm of Brankanenthim, in two large
heaps of ftone. They were full of athes. One of them had a co--
ver, with the figure of fomething like a pine apple an the top- of.
the cover, but was broke in digging it out. The other u¢n had ne
cover but a flat ftone, and was ornamented with a varicty of rude
carvings. In the fame neighbourhood, feveral years ago, were difa
covered fome medals, which Gordon mentwns in his Jtunerarium. .
Septentrianale.

Another urn, likewife full of athes, was dxfcovered near Gor-
donftown, and is-in excellent prefervation. Two more were dug
out of a fumulus near to Lethin, but, from the precipitancy of the.
lIabourers, were broke to pieces.

* Thefe urns may be confidered as Roman, as there is no endenee
that our anceftors burned their dead. They buried them in ftone
coffins, or under fmall arches of half-byrnt clay, as in the muir ae
the kirk of Alvey in Badenoch.

'The heads of pilums of different figures, for foot and horfe fol- .
diers, have heen alfo difcovered in Moray and Nairn.fhires. - Fe is
true, they are of that fpecies of copper or brafs, which Pliny namneg
caldarium, and it is faid, fhey are the weapons of the natives, ang
are not Roman. To this it may be replied, that Herodiax aflexts,

- that in his time she natives of Britain knew the ufe of iron, ang

‘hﬁteforc

~
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therefore might employ it for their weapers, as well as the Ros
mane.  Livy fays, that the arms of the firlk clafs of Servius were
all of copper. Cafar ufed the fame métal in refitting his fhipss
and' Déo €gffius informs, that fometimes the peint of the Roriasi
dagger was ftecl, or iron, which implies that the remminder of the
blade was of another metal, eopper. It is alfo faid, that aIT the
extant arms and tools of that illuftrious people are copper, which
they had the art to temper and harden, in 2 very Kjgh degree.
Thus the Roman ‘progrefs is traced to Inncrnefs, by ancient
goography and hiftory, encampments, weapons, coins, and urns.

. The proofs arifing from each of thefe fources, taken fingle arid un-

- . connecled, might give a certaim degree of credibility to the opi«
nion; but united, they Have fuch accumulated evidence on the
whole, that eftablifhes it as fa& we may depend on. They receive
additional weight from the gcographxcal treatife, .Da Situ Brztan-
six, and the map. that accompanied it.

The mannfeript was dxfcmercd and publithed by Charles Ber-'
tram, at Copenhagen in 1757.  The author is fuppofed to be
Richard of €irencefler, a monk of Weftminfter, who made the
* hiftory of Britain the obje&t of his-ftudies. He lived under the
reign of Edward III. Whoever was the author, the work hasme--
rit, and claims attention, as it illuftratés the geography and hiftery’
of the ifland, and though- wrote by a monk of the fourteenth cen~
tury, is not to be clafiled among the futile preductions of that age..
It is the compofition of one, converfant with the beft writers of
antiquity, and who had the difcernment to fele@ what was valua-
ble, and adapted to the nature of his differtation. ~Caxfar and Ta-
citus, Lucan and Clandian, were familiar to him. He alfo ap-
pears to have had other fources of information, equally important,”
that are now loft. From all thefe he acquired an accurate know-
ledge of the hiftory and geograplhy of even the interior and ncr-
thern parts of Scotland.

By his map, he places Banatia to the weft of Ptoroton, and
both on the Sinus Vararis, in the country of the Vacomagi, or
province of Mosay. He delineates the Tueffis, or river Spey, with
accuracy, and has the ftation of Tuefis at the mouth of ‘the river,
He alfo inferts i in his treatife, an itinerary of a Roman officer;
from which he.gives a variety of routes, different from thofe of
Antominus, and defcribes two from Ptaroum, on the Moray Firth :

one
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one along the fea coaft to Luguballium, or Carlifle ; and .the othet
by Varisy or Forres, and- Tamea, or Braemar Caftle, to Ifca Dama .
noniorum, or Exeter. The diftances were: ‘effaced in the manu«
feript, between many places ; but in fo far asxegatds the province
of Moray, tbey are—between Selinam, or Banff, and the ftation of

Tue[ 5, Xxxvul m. p.—from that to Ptoroton,the number is-want-
ing. By the inland route,” Ptoroton is vir, m. p. from Varis—.
from Varis to ¢he river Tueffis, are Xvit m. p,——from that to Ta«
mea, are XXvII m..p. :

. There can be no doubt that Rxchard’s Varis'is Forres. Il ap+
pears by the direQtion and diftance. The provincial mode-of pro=.

" nouncipg the name at this day ‘is Farris, and, cvery one kno’ws;
that ¥ and V" are fynonimous letters.

- The map is fingular. "What ftamps it with value and aut.henn-
city, .and demonftrates. that Richard had his ‘materials from the:
pureft fources, is, that the plaees he has laid down as Roman fta-
tions in Scotland, ot ‘only correfpond. with Ptolemy, but have
been verified by Roman works at or near them. ~He mentions:
.fome not taken notice of by Ptolemy, as that one near Stonehaven,.-
and calls it immane caffrun. ~ Nay, his map has dilcovered a Ro-.
man ftation, near the Cairns of Tarbet Nefs in Rofs-thire, which:
he calls are finium imperij Romani, and which, before its publi-: *
cation; was not confidered:in that ‘light ; but now, upon invefti-
gation,, indicates the labours of a foreign people, the Romans. =

Though thefe cairns.and that ftation are not within" the limits
of the proyince of Moray, it is not improper to gwe a fhort dcfcnp.
tion of them. .

. There are two cairns. The" weftern one is raifed about five or
fix feet, on a bafe of feventy-two feet in circumference; and upon -
that is built a fmall pyramid, fix feet broad at the bottom, and :
clevated a few feet. This cairn is called Ullz-vacum. The other.
is eaft from the firft cairn about two hundred paces, and is.of a:
fimilar fhape, on a bafe of only half the circumference, but rifes
to much about the fame height. .It is cailed Spadie-lingum. They !
are both conftruéted Wlthout ~any art, of earth and the common -
muir ftones.

A mile to the north-weft of-them, is a place .on the fea ihore
called Port-a- chaifel, where there is an excellent {mall harbour,.
and on a rifing ground that commands it, are the veftiges of a mi-.

htary»

~
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litary. ftation, furrounded with two ditches, twenty feet afunder,
and each of them' twelve feet wide. The circumference of the
area inclofed by the inner ditch is about an hundred feet, from
which runs fouthward a rampart, about a quarter of a mile in
length, with many curves and angles in it. -

+ Near the outer ditch, and not far from the pomt of the rock,
. and above the harbour, is a fquare fortification, aboyt one hundred
paces of a fide. Through the muir, mear a mile round, are fcat-

tered many circular figures, about forty feet in circumference,
with ramparts running from them fouthwards, in the fame ftile as
in the one mentioned .before. This {quare has every appearance .
of 2 Pretorium and camp. The other works have probably been
barracks for huttxng thc trocps, or conﬂ:ru&cd by an oppoﬁng .
cnemy.
- He mentions, in his map and defcription of Caledonia, a pro~
vince, which the Romans occupied for a fhort time, that extended
from Agricola’s pratentura, between the Forth and Clyde, to the -
‘are _fintum imperij Romani. It had the name of Pefpafiana from
the imperial famjly, and was probably conquered in the reign of
Domitian. Under the Emperor 'Theodofius, it was named Thule.
Richard is fingular in mentioning.this province, as no ancient
' mriter, - nor any of the middle ages, that have been pubhfhed
mention it.

Though Richard’s teftimony of this fact ftands alone, inftead
of being difregarded, it ought to have great weight, as in every
.other particular he is well informed, and has been faithful to
fuch of his authorities as are publithed, which we have an oppor-
tunity of examining. But independently of this, partnahty may,
be'indulged to his relation, when we recollect the remains of thc
‘Romans that have been difcovered within the limits of the Pro-
vincia Vefpafiana. They demonfirate their progrefs.through the
whole of its extent, however fhort tinic they maintained poffef-
Aion of it. 'This- Richard allows was the, cafe, only from Domi-
: tzan’s reign to near the end of Marcus Aurelius’s, when the Ro-
‘mans finally loft it, till it was recovcred for a fhort penod by Sc.
; yerus., - JRRE

- May it not be conjeé’cured -that Agricola’s fleet, in circumnas -
mgatmg the ifland, touched at' Ptoroton, Banatm, and Tarbet

AVefs ;5 that Lucullus fortificd them and Zames, and fo carried the

Roman
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. Roman arms by land, from Finlyftone hill to the northern limits
of the Provincia Vefpafiana.
The Romans foon relinquifhed the poﬂ'cﬂlon of this province,
#s, in its upcultivated ftace, and expofed to the vigorous attacks
of the Caledonians, then crowded among, the hills, it was not
_ worth liolding. This accounts for the only remains they left in
it, and provinct of Moray, being of the military kind. Infcrip-
* tions, baths, and military roads, are the works of pcaceable times
and permaness fettleaent.

{ 2. Vitrified Forts.

1IN the provmcc of Moray, as well as in other parts of Scotland, -

our anceftors adopted various modes of building ftruCtures with
flane, for defence. Many of them bear marks of great antiquity,
but, from their different ftyles of architectuze, appear to have been.
executed at very different periods. Where the ftone could be
- quarried in {quare blocks, or {plit into thin coats, they ufed dry
fione, without any cement, as in many places of Rofs, Sutherland,
ard Caithnefs, and at Dun- Jardel on the fouth fide of Loch
Nefs, about two miles to the eaftward of the Fall of Fyres. This
' was alfo the mode at Dun-Evan and Cafile-Finlay, in the county

of Nairn, with the addition of earth. 'Thefe, with many others,

were fo fituated, as the one could be feen from the ‘other, and
. formed a chain of fortified hills, that commanded the view of am
extenfive tra& of country, to communicate alarm, when neceﬂ'zry
. Dun-Evan and Caftle-Finlay could be feen from Cra7g,Pba.dr:d,
near Innernefs. On the north de of Loch Nefs is Dun-Sgrebin,

1

difcernible alfo~from Craig-Phadrick. Dun- fardel is diftinétly '

deen from Dun-Sgrebin. Near Fort Auguftus is Tor-Dun, which

is diftingnithable from Dan- fardel. Knock Farril in Rofs is '

vifible from Craig-Phadrick. They are all built on the fummit
.of hills of a conic figure. : .

Fortified chains of communication were ufual in the north of |
Scotland at a much later penod when lime was ufed as a cement-
One in particular begins in the province of Moray, and runs
from the Burgh o the calt fea, by the caftles of Duffus, Elgys,
Gaula’wall Achindown, Shenwall in the Cabrzoh, Canmore on

!

|

Dec-
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Deefide, and the Garran, at the foot of the Grampians in the
Mearns. A

The moft fingular of all thofe ancient fortifications, ate thofe
brought firft under public notice by Mr. John Williams, a'mineral
engineer, in the year 1777. He adopted a theory, that their °
walls were th: Wwork of art, and cemented together by the means .
of fire, which imperfeQly vitrified the ftones, with which they had
‘been built. This hypoéh‘éﬁ’s was uncommon, and eftimated at
firk as vifionary. Several intelligent perfons judged, that the

" mafles of femi-vitrified matter were volcanic effe@s, of the nature
of tufas. Upon a more accurate inveftigation of thefe ruins, they

- bear the decided marks of human induftry, and the burnt fub-.
ftance appears to be a mixture of fufible with infufible fubftances.
There is no appearance of pumice ftone, nor have all the mate<
rials undergone' a change by fire. :

There is one of thefe extraordinary ftrutures in the province
of Moray, Craig-Phudrick; near Innernefs. It has been moft
accurately explored by the ingenious Mr. Tytler; and che refult

" of his refearches is publifhed in the fecond volume of the Tranf-
a&ions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.

From this account it appeats, that Craig-Phadrick is a {mall
conical hill, on the north-weft fide of Loch Nefs, about 2 mile to
the north of Innernefs. It commands a profpet on both fides of

- the Moray Firth, to the diftance of forty miles. On the weft fide,
is a road cut by art through the rock, from the bottom to the fum<
mit, about ten feet broad, and nearly the fame depth. It winds in
-an eafy ferpentine direétion about feventy feet, to gain an eafy af=
tent to the top. On rcachmg the fumniit of the hill by the wind«

“ing road, and a few feet below theﬂ'amp irt whiclr crowns the top
of the hill, there appeats an outward wall, furrounding the whole,
which approaches on the fides of the hill fo near to the upper ram-
part, as to leave only a trench of ten or twe}ve feet in width be-
tween them; unlefs at the weft extremity,: where this outward
wall extends itfelf to a greater diftance from the inner rampart,
and forms a level platform, of fomething of a femi-circular fhape,
about forty yards in length, and fifteen at'its greateft breadth.

The outward wall is in many places fo low, as to be aimott le-

vel with the rock, though in othex places it rifes to the height of
swo or three fect; hut cven where it is loweft, the marks of it may

I , be

\
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be traced by a line of vitrificd matter {hckmg faﬁ: to the rock, all
along nearly of the f4me breadth, which in moft places is about
nine feet. The remains of this wall are ftrongly vitrificd, unlefs ’
m one p]ace, on the north fide, where, for about feventy yards, the
rnmpart is formed only of dry ftones and earth. On this quarter,
the fteepnefs of the rock fuperfeded the neceffity of much artifi-
cial operation, there being little hazard that an affault would ever
be attempted on it. > .
Every-where elfe, this outward wall appears completely vitri-
fied; and at the eaft fide, where the hill is more acceflible, and the
declivity more g*adua! there is a prodigious mound of vitrified
matter, extending it{elf to the thicknefs of above forty feet. At
the fouth-eaft corner, and adjoining to this immenfe mound, is an
out-work, co'xﬁ{’czr‘g of two femicircular vitrified walls, with &
narrow pafs cut through them in the middle. This appears to
have been another and the principal entry td the fort. It was ne-
- ceflary that there fhould be two entries: one from the level ridge,
which joins this kill, on the weft, to that chain of which it forms
~ the extremity: the other, from the low country to the caft. The
entry to the welt was defended by four enormous ftones, placed by
art in fuch a manner, that a very few men could tumble them into
the hollow road, and fo block it up, that the pafs could eafily be
defended by a few againft any number cf affailants. The entry
towards the caft did not admit of a deer’ce of -the fame kind, but
was fecured by threc ramparts; and the opening through the femi-’
circular out-werk was made fo narrew, as to be eafily defended.
"The iener wall furroynded the fummit of the hill, and incloféd
a level fpace of the form of an oblong {quare, about feventy-five
yards in length, and thirty in breadth. It.is rounded at each of
the ends, like the outward wall. © This inner wall is nearly of the
fame thicknefs with the outward one, and is of confiderable height.
There is fome appearance, that it had four baftions or turrets, as
at regular diftances the wall enlarges itfclf confiderably in thick-
nefs, in a circular figure, likc the foundation of a fmall tower,
“though perhaps they ‘are only accidental irregularities. Within
the inncr {pace, are a number of fmall earthen tzmulr, difpofed in
a circle, with a fingle ftone in the middle, that probably marked
the pl"cc fct apart for the chief.© They are at the fouth-weft cor-
ner of the oblong fquare, On the north-eaft corner; there is a
. portion
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portion of the internal fpace, which is feparated from the reft by
two ranges of ftones ftrongly fixed in the ground, in the form of 2 -
parallelogram. Every other part of the inclofed fummit i has becn
moft carcfully cleared from ftones. Perhaps it ferved for the :
purpofes of devotion. ’

Towards the eaft end of the large arca on the fummlt, are the
veftiges of a well, about fix feet in diameter, which has probably
been dug deep in the rock, though it is now filled up with rubbifh
to within a yard of the furface.

Such are the appearances on the fummit of Craig- lea’ncé
which exhibit fuch unequlvocal marks of artificial operation, that . -
a difference of opinion concerning their origin can fcarcely be .
conceived.

Mr. Tytler alfo examined the fortified hill of Dun-Euvan in the
county of Nairn. On the fummit of that hill, there have been two
. ‘walls or ramparts, furrounding a level {pace, of the fame cblong-
form with that on Craig-Phadrict, though not quite fo large.
There are likewife traces of a well within the inclofed area, and
at the eaft end there are reinains of an immenfe mound, or mafs
of buildings, much more extenfive than that which are to be re-
marked upon the former hill. The form of thefe operations is
perfectly fimilar to thofe on Craig-Phadrick; but there are no
~marks of vitrification, or the effells of fire, fo far as could be pere
ceived.

He likewife vifited Dun- Fardel, another fortified hill. The in-
elofed area on its top is an oblong {quare, of twenty-five yards in
}ength and fifteen in breadth. It is fmaller than any of the other
two fortified hills ; but, frem its fituation and form, muft have
been, in the periods it was reforted to for defence, qult. impreg-
nable. The area on the fummit is levelled, cleared of ftones, and
‘has the remains of a well. It is furrounded with a very ftrong
wall of dry ﬁones,' which bas former]y been of great height and
‘thicknefs, as may be conjeftured from the prodng&ous quantity of
‘ftones that have failen only from one fide o the fortification, and
has refted upon the level ridge on the fouth fide. :

The mode of conftruting thcfe vitrified fortifications can now
be orly conjeftured from the prefent appcarances, as their =va is
loft in rcniote antiqﬁif,, neither tradition nor hiftory givi'ug any
bhint of it. Mr. 'I)tlcr Tuppefes, vum a degree of probabiity,
) ' : I " thag
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that the building was begun by raifing a double row of ftrong
ftakes, of the figure of the propofed ftructure, interlaced with
branches of trees, laid very clofely together, fo as to form two
fences running parallel to each, and fo compa& as to confine all
the materials, of whatever nature or fize, thrown in between them.
Into this intermediate fpace, were thrown trunks and boughs of
trees, and ftones of all fizes, as they could be colle&ed. The out-
ward fences would keep the mound in fofm. In this way 2 frrong
“bulwark might be reared; which, joined to the natural advaritage
of an inacceflible fituation, would form a defence anfwerihg every
purpoft of fecurity. Fire would be the moft formidable engine of
attack againft a ftruéture of this kind, and no doubt would be
often -fuccefsfully employed by a befieging enemy. If there hap-
pened to be any wind at the time, to increafe the intenfity of the
heat, the ftony parts could not fail to come into fufion; and the
wood finking away, there would remain a folid mafs of vitrified
matter, tracking the fpot where the original rampart had ftood.
This wreck would be of an irregular and unequal height, from the
unequal diftribution of the compofing ftony materials.

This conje€ure is fupported by a late examination of Finella’s
Caftle, near Balbegno in the Mearns, where, on cutting a trench,
and piercing the outer embankment down till it came to the ori-
ginal fail, the embankment was foynd to confift of 2 mound of
ftones, of no very confiderable fiz*, none of which had the appear-.
ance of fuffering by fire. Carrying on this trench to the founda-
tion of the main or innermoft bulwark, there wefe found the moft
decifive marks of human induftry. It confifted of flat ftones, from
four to fix feet in length, piled above each other, to the height of
about four feet, and breadth of three, with 3 fymmetry more exa&
than could have been expeéted. This foundation formed a cafing,
within which were piled roundifh ftones, diminithing gradually in
fize to the top. On all this mafs, the effe&ts of fire were very vi- .
fible. At the bottom, there were found quantities of charcoal;
but thefe effets were much lefs remarkable below, and appeared
more and more ftrong upon the higher ftonés, till it came to the
top, where the mafs was completely vitrified. The lower part,
being compofed of large ftones, would fuffer little from the heat;
the uliddle part, more; but the uppermoft, if their fybftance ad-

mitted of it, would be actually vitrified, both from the fize and

fitaation, -
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fituation, the fire always ating upwards, and the charcoal that
found its way to the bottom of the mafs, would not be totally con-
fumed. :

It has been fuggefted as probable, that the effe@ of fire on thefé
hill fortifications has been entirely accidental, or, to fpeak more
properly, that the fire has been employed not in the conftru&ion,
but towards the demolition of fuch bmldmgs. This may indeed
have been the cafe;. but if the report is true, of the dxfcovery faid
to be made at the Caftle-hill of Finhaven in Angt.s, it is almolt
certain, that fire has been employed as an engine in the conﬁruc— ,
tion of thefe vitrified buildings.

The inclofed fpace on the fummit of the Caftle-hill of Finkaven
is of much greater extent than that upon Crmg-Phadnck or Dun-
Evan. The area is about one hundred and forty yards in length,
and above forty in breadth. The vitrified remains of a rampart

" are extremely vifible all round the fummit, which is cleared of
ftones, and levclled except at one end, where there is 3 large
hollow fpace, feparated from the reft of the arca. The remains
of firufture upon this hill are, in other refpeQs, nearly fimilar to
thofe on Cfaig-Phadrick and Dun-Evan.

It has been faid, that a little time ago, in opcmng feveral tumnh
on the fummit of this hill, feveral of them were heaps of fuch
Itones as had been employed in the building, 4nd piled up for ufes
that others of them were the plumb-pudding flone, fuch as is
near Stonehaven, and along the {éa-coaft, broken i into {mall pieces,
and all the pebbles and water-worn fragments of granite carefully
picked out. It is well known, that this material, when cxpofed
to the fire, fuffers an imperfe&t vitrification; and when mingled

" with the bullet, and other Qones, and expoied to the fire, would
form a cement, to unite them into one common mafs. This dif-
crimination of materials, fourided in the ufes to ‘which they may
be applied, argues defign, and a certain knowledge of mineralogy.
It is to be wifhed, that fome accurate and intelligent perfon would
examine into the fa&t; and if it turns out as is reported, would -

“throw great light on the induftry and ingenuity of our anteftors.

It.is to be obferved, that the ftone which compofes the whole
hill of Craig-Phadrick is plumb-pudding ; and if this is not the
cafe at the Caftle-hill of Finhaven, yet immenfe quantities of it

are
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are in the neighbourhood; and prdbab]y it will be found, that this

ftone is in the vicinity of all thofe vitrified forts.

On the whole, after every inquiry, the conjettures as to the
mode of erecting thefe ancient fortifications muft be uncertain;
and equally, if not more doubtful, muft be every refearch about
the =ra of their conftrution. It certainly was in remote anti-
quity, and before the Romans. penetrated into the ceuntry, as
there is'no mortar employed in them, the ufe of which as a ce-
ment the Britons and Caledonians were mﬁru&cd in by the Ro-

. mans. :

Some additional con]e&ui'es mlght be hazarded; but the limited
_nature of this work forbids it: fo fome other ancient monuments’
become the fubject of another feQion.,

e da—a ]
§ 3 Obeli ﬁ.r

THERE are a few of thefe in the pmvmce of Moray, but para
ticularly that called the Forres Pillar, near a mile to the north-

caft of that town. It far furpaflcs in magnificence and grandeur

" the other obelifks in Scotland, and is perhaps the moft ftately mo-
nument of the kind in Europe.

On the eaft fide of it, there are feveral d1v1ﬁons, each of them

charged with different fculptured ornaments. At the top are Go-
_ thic ornaments; and in the firft \divifion underneath, are nine hor-
fes, with their riders, marching in order. In the next, is a line
of warriors on foot, brandithing their weapons.. The appearance
of the third is dubious, the expreflion being indefinite. .In the
fourth, feveral men, armed with fpears, appear to guard a canopy,
‘undér which are human heads, that appear to have belonged to

- bodies piled up on the left of the divifion. In the fifth, appears a

body of horfe, followed by men on foot; the firft line having
bows and arrows, and the three laft, fwords and targets. In the
next and lowermoft divifion now vifible, the appearance is of hor-
fes feized, their ndcrs bcheaded, with their heads thrown under
an arched cover.

The weft fide of the obelifk is,chiefly occupied by a magnificent '

crofs, and al{o is covered over with an uniform figure, elaborately |

raifed,



raifed, and interwoven with great art and accuracy, that has the

appearance of Runic knots. Under the crofs, are two figures, no

doubt reprefenting two auguft perfonages, bending forward to
cach other, evidently in the attitude of friendfhip.

On the north edge, are fecme curious carvings, and below are
‘rows of human' figures, joined hand in hand, as a token of amity
and confidence.

This pillar or obelifk is above twenty feet in height, and four in
breadth.  Various are the opinions formed about the tranfaltion
it refers to, and the zra of its ereCtion, and there remains only

i room for endlefs conje@ure. It certainly was ereted to preferve
the remembrance of an event of national and general importance.

Torfeus, in his Orcades, p- 12. mentions, that after the ycar

900, Sigurd, Earl of Orkney, aided by the Norwegians, conquered
Caithnefs, Sutherland, Rofs, Moray, by his generdl Helry, and
built a town in the fouth part of Moray. This fhows that they:
had fettled a colony, and eftablifhed thenifelves-in Moray.

Buchanan mentions, that in tle beginning of the eleventh cen-

tury, under tha reign of Malcolm II. the Danes landed in Moray,
and defeated the royal army. They feized the caftles of Nairn,
Forres, and Elgin, and the Burgh, and fent for their wives ‘and
children. They were afterwards defeated at Mortlich; but, on
their retreat into Moray, Malcolm did not purfue, his troops hav-
ing fuffered fo feverc]y It is probable in fome degrce, that at
this time, a treaty of pcace was concluded on between the Scots
and Danes, and that this obclifk was fet up to keep the remem-
brance of it alive. The fculptures reprefent battles with great
flaughter, and a treaty of peace between. the two leaders of the
bellxgerent powers This colony of Danes or Norwegians’ remained
in the province of Moray, and probably from their difaffe@ion
were fo turbulent, till the Moravienfes were {cattered over Scot-
land at a later period,

In his account of thefc tranfactions, Buchanan appears not to .
have had an accurate idea of the geography of the country. He
confounds the Burgh, the Roman Ptoroton, with Nairn; and the
obelifk he mentions, as ere€ted on the defeat of Camus, is preba-
tly the one at Forres, as there arc no appearances of any having
been erected at a v:!l ge; in the vicinity of the Burgh, ftill called
the Cam : ' )

| .
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.

~ Some few years ago, in levelling and new-paving the ftreets of
Forres, there was found, near the crofs, a good depth under the
fand, a medallion of a compound fubftance, and chocolate colour,
about 21 inches diameter, and £ of an inch thicknefs. On the
one fide, ftood an elegant female figure, not like an armed god«
-defs, but rather in a civic Roman drefs, yet havmg in her hand 2
javelin or lance, reverfed, with its point touching the earth. She
ftood between two altars. On the one, there feemed to be in-
cenfe burning, and on the other, a difh like a2 Roman ferculum.
On the back ground of this fide, was an imitation of one or two
diftant fleets, and the infcription upon this fide was CONSERVAT
UTRAMQ_UE On the other fide, two warriors in the Roman
drefs (the thort veftment of one of them feéming to be party-co«
loured, by a faint appearance of checquering), were in the a& of
heaping on warlike inftruments or trophies on a globe. The in-
fLeription upon.this fide was DURUS PRZELATA TROPAIS.
It was imagined, that the artift had by miftake put DURUS for
DURIS, becaufe with fuch a fmall change, the two infcriptions
fpoke fenfe and gramumar, and chimed into one hexameter verfe:

N

.

. Confervat utramque ; duris prelata tropais.

It feemed natural to fuppofe, that the female figure, with her
lance pointed down, was an emblem of peace, which had preferved
two fleets or nations, and that the invaders and invaded had mu-
tually preferred the bleflings of peace to their hard-won trophies,

~ and fealed their treaty of amity by fuch offerings on the altars, as

were {uitable to their refpetive modes of worthip.

. This medallion was tranfmitted to the Secretary of the Anti«
"quarian Society at Edinburgh, requefting to have the opinion of
that body; but they never took the proper notice of either the one
or the other. )

Had it been found near the obelifk at Forres, it might poiGbly
have been conneted with that pillar; but {fuch connexion is fo.
uincertain, that it is ixx\poﬁible to decide with precifion.

There is. another obelifk, in the parifh of Alves, to the eaft of
Infiellie, about ten feet' high; but it has no carvings, and even
tradition is ﬁlent as to the caufe of its ereftion. ‘
- It may not be improper to mention in this fetion, that in dif-

ferent
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ferént muirs, all over. the province of Moray, there are immenfe
numbets of cairns, or fumali of ftones; and the uniform tradition
is, that fkirmifhes were fought there: which proves the military
habits of oor anceftors, cither in repellirrg invafions, or by deadly
internal feuds. Some of them are called Catra Tq/hac/l the ges
neral’s cairn,

) L gl o ol gl
. §. 4. Forts..

THERE was a royal caftle at Elgyn, as appears by a chartef
“from King William the Lyon, in the chartulary of Moray, to
‘Richard, bithop of Moray, in which he grants to the bifhop liberty
to ere® a miln on Lofly, fubtus caﬂellum meum de Elgyn, now
calted Bithopmiln. This charter was given about 1188.

It is uncertain when this fort was built. The ruins are vifible
on the fummit of a fmall hill now called Lady-Hill, at the weft
end of the town, on the north fide. The area on the top is flat,

" and is eighty-five yards in length, by forty-five in breadth. By the-
ruins it appears, that the walls were built with ftone and mortar
of limeftone, and were thick and ftrong. An outfide wall fur«
rounded the fummit of the hill, and from the remains of the inte«
rior buildings, it appears that the caftle was a fquare‘ "There are
fome appearances of a well.

The Earls of Moray were conftables of this fort, had the cufa

téoms of the town, with the caftle-lands, as their falary, and are als
ways propnetors of the Lady-Hill. It is uncertain when it fell
intoruin.
- The caftle at Forres was fituated at the welt end of the town;
and probably was a fimilar edifice to' that at Elgyn. It is faid,
that King Duffus was murdered in this fort about the 966, by Do
nald, governor of the caftle, and that it was then razed to the
ground. Be this as it may, John Randolph, Earl of Moray, had
a caftle here, and dated fome of his charters from it, in 1346,
particulatly one to John Grawnt and his heirs, by which hé cone
veyed to him the lands of Dovely.

The family of Weflfield, defcended of the lat Dunbar, Earl of
Moray, long preferved the property of the caftle and caftle lands,”
" till they were lately fold to Sir James Grant of Grant.

K 7 There



/

6 . . ANTIQUITIES OF THE PROVINCE. [Chap. 1.

There was alfo a royal caftle at Nairn, built by King William
the Lyon, fometime between the 1182 and 1197, to protect the
country from the infurreGions in Rofs and Caithnefs, that were
frequent in that interval. In fol. 38. r. of the chartulary of Mo-
say, King Alexander II. confirms to Bricius, bithop. of Moray, the
lands which his father King William gave in exchange for that
land at Innernaren he took ad firmandum in ea caftellum et bur-
gum de Innernaren, to ere&k a caftle, and eftablifh the burgh of
Nairn. The fort was built on the weft bank of the river, a little
above the prefent bridge, The river and a precipice protected it
- on the one fide, and a di tch and rampart on the other fides. The
" Thanes of Calder were heritable conftables of it, until Mr. Camp-

bel fold it in 1747 to Gov..mmcnt, in confequence of the jurifdic-
tion a&.

The local fituation of Innerngs, in the mouth of the Highlands,
always pointed it out as a proper place of defence, to check the
reftlefs difpofitions of the furrounding country. With this view,
the fortification on Craig-Phadrick was erc&ted, and the Romans
fortified Banatia; and our hiftorians mention, that a caftle was
uniformly at Innernefs, through a long feries of years.

“There was an ancient one, clofe by the river Nefs, that com-
manded the town. There are no veftiges of its ruins remaining,
‘but a ditch and rampart on three fides. About the beginning of
the fixteenth century, the Earl of Huntly was appointed heritable
conftable of it, with an cxtenfive grant of caftle-lands, the greateft
part of which is now the property of the Laird of Maclntoth, as
the price of his anceftor’s blood, murdered at Hantly Caftle in
1550. Oliver Cromwell in 1651 begun the citadel of Innernefs,
called Oliver’s Fort, and finifhed it next year. It ftood on the
eaft bank of the river, near the mouth of it, and was a regularly
fortified pentagon. In 1662 it was demolifthed, by order of Go-
vernment.

Fort George was bvgu'l on the C:\ﬁ:le-hxll of Innernefs, foon
after the 1713, by repairing the old caftle, and building barracks,

. with a houfe for the governor, and furrounding the whole with a
ftrong wall.  The rgth of Tebruary 1746, it was reduced, after a
thort fiege, by the rebels.

There was a royal fort, twclve miles to the weft of Inncmcfs,
in Lr qu/zart buxlt on'a tock hanging over the Lo¢h. It was

ftrongly
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ftrongly fdmﬁed in the’ ﬁyle of the times. 'The Earls of Rofs had
the command of it for a long time, and the eftate of Urquhart as
caftle-lands.  James IV. gave them to the famlly of G.ant, whofc
property they continue to-be. g

In 1303 Edward I of England reduced this fort." In 1334
Robert Lauder defended it againft the Englifh forces.

" Lochindorb was a -reyal fort, fitudted on an ifland in a loch of .
that name, between Forres and Strathfpey. This ifland is but.
fmall, and is fufrounded with a wall, that inclofed feveral ftone -
buildings. Edward L. of England in 1303 traverfed Scotland with
his troops, and came in pérfon to Lochindorb in September, where
and at Kinlofs he remained for fome time, and received the fub-
miffion of the northern parts of the kingdom.

- In 1336 Edward HI. of Windfor, with Edward Baliol, came to’
Perth; and ng Edward III. with a chofen body of his army,
in Augaft marched over the hills to Lochindorb, then befieged by
Andrew Moray, governor of the kingdom. He raifed the fiege,
and takes out of the caftle; the wife, and the heir of David, Earl
of Athole, that the Brucians had nearly taken prifoners. * He then
comes to Elgyn, which he burns, except the churches, and’houfes |
of the ecclefiaftics. He laid wafbe the: whole' country, and defe
troys Aberdeen, after leaving 2 garrifon:in Lochindorb. This ac-
count is given by Fordun, who alfo relates, that the celebrated.
‘William Bullock, who abandoned the caufe of Baliol, and acquired
honours under King David II. was accufed of treafon, and died of
cold and hunger in this caftle. After this its hiftory is loft in
uncertainty, except that the Earl of Moray in 16c6 {old it to
Campbel of Calder. :

Fort Auguftus, built by Govcrnment about the 1730, is fituated
at the fouth end of Lochnefs, in the point between the rivers
Eoich and Tarf, where they empty themfelves into the Loch. The
rebels demolifhed it in 1745 ; but it has been fince rebuilt,.and
furrounded with a foffe and ramparts. A fmall galley is kept on
Lochnefs, for conveying ftores to this fort, » .

The barrack of Ruthven in Badenoch was begun td be bux!t
about the 1718, where the ruins of an old caftle were. In Fee
bruary 1746, Serjeant Mulloy, after a gallant refiftance, with only
twelve men, obtained an honourable capitulation from the rebels,
who burned the barrack. :
K2 Fcrt :
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Fort George at Arderfier was begun to be built about 1748, and
' oompleted after feveral years labeur, and an emormeus expence.
It is an irregular pentagon, fortified after the laﬂ and moft im-
proved manner. It is alfo ftrong by fituation, as ne grounds com~
mand it, nearer than an Englith mile; and the nature of the carth
is fuch, that it cannot be approached by mines or fapping. It
commands the appiroach from the fea by batterigs en 7azant. From
3 to 4000 troops can be accommodated in the barracks and bemb-
‘ proof cafemates. It is completely furnithed wnh canmon and am-
munition of every kind.
Befides thefe royal forts, or caftles, there were in the proviace,
feveral places of defence‘ crefted by the feudal barons in ancieny
times.

The caftle of Duffus was placed en a fmall mounty that Bas

every appearance of being artificial, and way at firft an iftand;
when the loch of Spynie was an arm of the fea, which it was after
. .1383. By the ruins, it appears to have been a fquare, inclofed by
walls of immenfe thicknefs, and fome outér works. It was built
by the powerful family of the Frefhyns de Morama, or Murref,
and certainly before the 1200.

. There was a place of défence at Roathes, far back; but it is un-
certain whed the houfe, or caftle, prefently in ruins, was built. It
Js fet down on high ground, conne@ed with the ficldsby a nasrow
. peck of land, that has been cut by a deep ditch, over which had
been 2 draw-bridge. The keep of the caftle was feveral ftories
kigh, and vaulted to the top. There were a number of law build,
_ ings, but all inclofed with an high wall, and a draw-well within,
About 130 years ago, the country people burned it to the ground,
to prevent its continuing to be a retreat of thieves and banditti,
who pillaged the neighbouring eftates.-

On an infulated flip of ground, hanging over the fmall fiream
of Aldcrny, on the farm of Gauldwall, are the ruins of the caftle
of Rokarm, or, as it was anciently called, Buckarin. It had been
a large pile of building, that fronted eaft, and meafured, infide
the walls, 119 feet by 24. Fifty years ago, the walls were tole-
rably entire, to the height of feveral ftories; but now they have
fallen inio great decay. They were eight feet thick, and built in
frames, and grouted -with lime mortar. The windows are only
20 inches wide on the outfide. A part.twn wall fo divided it,
TR that,

"
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that, on the grouad floor, two halls ware formed, the'ene ¢4 feet
in length, the other 65. Abent fifty yards north, are the ruins
of 2 domeftic chapel, that William, fon of Wiiliam Frefkynij of
Duffus: built, with the confent of Bricius, bithap of Moray, be~
tween 1203 and 1223, It was infide 24 feet by 12. This chapel
was negleted, when king James, about 1618, with a defign to
promote civilization, built many churches in the north of Scotland,
% at Inneraven, Knockando, and Boharm. . The parifh of Boharm.
was then new.modelled, from fome parts of the ancient parfonage |
of Arndilly, or Artindgl. The whole of thefe buildings were con- .
firu&ed of free ftone, which muft ‘have been.a work ef .great

Iabour and expence; as there are no ftone of that quahty nearer

shan Duffus, at the diftance of twenty mites.

.. The eaftle of Baluenie, now:in ruins, was built by Jehn Stew.
art, Earl of Athole, who obtained the lordfhip of Balvenie from
his utevine brother, King James L. in 1460. It has been a lasge
and magnificent building, inclofed within an high wall, with tyr.
sets at each of the four corners. ‘The Athole coat of arms. ig
earved .on the J’ront, mth the metto, Furth foriune, and j‘ll tlzc

etters

" Neithes hiﬁory nov tradition inform when the caftle of Aéhin-
dawx was built; but it may be conjeCtured to have been ane of
thofe Taftles creQted between the 1000 and 1200, for prote&mg
the country, and preferving a communigation from one fide of the
. ifland to the other, on invafions or-inteinal difturbances. ‘There
_ is nothing particular in its ftruéture, but, built on a rifing ground, -.
has been very tenable. The Maclntofhes, in rvevenge of their |
ehieftain’s murder in 1§50, burned it foon after; but it was after-
wards repaired, though now in ryins, .

" . The caftle of Tarneway, or, asit iscalled in the charters of John
Randotph, Earl of Moray, his tower and manor-Aaufe, was begun
by Fhomas Randolph, and has always remained in the pofleflion of
the Earls of Moray, now being their refidence in the nerth. It is
an irregular edifice, bypilt at different times. Thomas Randolph’
3t firft built the great baronial hall, a2 moft magnificent and exten-
five apartment, 78 fott by 40, that fosms an immenfe area of
3120 feet. The fide walls originally were from 40 to go in height;
but James Earl of Moray, fon of him whe was murdered at Duni-
brifsle, eyeéted vaults far dometftic accommodation in the low par¢,
from 1010 12 feet high. Thie faut uwp the original entrance to
. the
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the'hall, and at the eaft end he ereéted a ftair-cafe for a new one..
The floor is laid with free-ftone flabs; and at fone diftance from'
the chlmney in the. weft end, is a moulding, within which the"
floor . is raifed feveral inches. On this elevated fpace, the Comes,
or Earl, with the great feudal barons, {at; and the vaffals and re-
tainers occupxed the lower part of the hall,- agreeablc to their rank:
and.confequence. . .

The original roof remains, and is either of oak or Spanifh chefe
rut,  which, though now negleted, was.oncé a.common wood in
Scotland, and often emiployed for rooﬁrg in many private and
public hmidmgs in the kmgdom. .

‘The ftru&ure of the roof is pure Norman 3 by whxch, with great
, mgenu:ty, a roof is thrown over a wide building, without employ-

ing great 10gs of wood, or any above ten feet: long, and fix inches
fquare. - :

Some derive the name Tarnemay from Taran, tbunderer, on s
fuppofition that Fupiter Tararis was worﬂupped there. It is more
probably ‘to. be deduced from a corruption of the Erfe name of
Randulph, as the bridge of Ranaick in the nexghbourhood is evi~
dently from that.

The caftle of Ruthveh ia Badénoch.'ftood on a neck- of hlgh
ground, that ftretched out into a marfhy plain, where it termi«
nated into a conical mount, the fite-of the byilding. The area on
the top.was 100 yards by 30.. The-foith wall was nine feet thick;

“the other walls were four feet, with twa; turrets at:the angles of
- the north end. It was the feat of Comyn, Lord of Badenoch:

There were many other fortalices, or firong towers, in differ«
ent pasts of the province, ereCted at different periods by royal 'li-
cences, as Calder in 1454, or by permiffion-of their feudal lords;
as the tower of Kilravock in 1460, by order of the Earl of Rofs,-
The greateft number were. ereted in . the reign of King James
II. when the rebellion of the Earls of Douglafs, Crawford, Rofs,
&c. had convulfcd the kmgdom.

§ 5 Relzgzous Holgfc:.

Kine David L in 1 125 founded the prioty of Urqulmrt, in the
county of Moray. It was a cell of the monaftery of Dumferm
Jing, and occupied by Benedi&tine monks, called Black Monks,

from
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from the colour of their habit. It was liberally endowed with
lands, now called the lordthip of Urquhart, the village of Fotho-
pir, or Fochabers, a fithing on Spey, with a fithing that belonged
to the Thane of Fothopir, Penid near Auldéarn, the lands of Dal-
crofs, &c., with all the rights that belonged to- the monks of Dum-
fermling in Moray. If there was a chartulary, it is now loft, and
there is no account of its revenues. The, ruins of the buildings
are to be difcovered with difficulty, in a hollow north-eaft of the
prefent church of Urquhart. ‘

Alexander Seton in 1591 was created Lord Urquhart, and Earl
of Dumfermling 1605. As commendator, he obtained the lands
of the priory. . James Earl of Dumfermling. was forfeited, 1690.
His creditors fecured the lordfhip of Urquhart and Fyvie. The
Duke of Gordon bought Urquhart, and Lord Aberdeen, Fyvie,
foon after 1730, at a judicial fale.

The abbey of Kinlgfs was founded by King David L. agrecable to
Ferrerius’ MSS. hiftory, in 1141. It was confirmed by a papal
bull in 1174. The monks were of the Ciftercian order, brought *

. from Melrofs, called monachi albi, as their drefs was white, thh
a black hood and fcapulary.

" King David endowed it liberally, and William the Lyon granted
to it the lands of Strathyla near Keith, where at Grange, one of
their farms, Thomas Chryftall, abbot, built a tower and fortalice -
in 1525, which is now razed for the foundation of a new church

* to the parith of Grange. King Alexander IL in 1221 gave the

, -lands of Burgy.

In 1216 there belonged to it, the farm of Kinlofs, Weft Grange,
one in Crumbachin, Banff, Invemcfs, Nalm, Forres, Elgyn, Aber-
deen, and Berwick. At the Reformaticn, thcy held many other
cftates, for which Brodie of Lethin, come in place of the abbot,
has feu-dpties: as the barony of Muirtown, Miln of Kinlofs, Win-
dyhills, Coltfield, Weft Grange and Miln, Burgie, Hemprigs, the
crofts of Kinlofs, Kirktown lands of Ordies, Freeficld near Dun-
durcas, Struthers, Tanachies, Fifhings of Forres, Burdfyards, Kin-
corths, Fifhings of Grangehill and Coubin, Newtown near Nairn,
Stryla, Lichnet, Kinminitie, Edingeith, Glengerrack, Lands in
Fllon, befides Lethin’s eftate in Kmlofs, and the jprecinét of the
Abbey. Mr. Shaw ftates the revenues in 1561 to be L. 11 §2. 1.
Scots—47 chalders of bear and meal, 11 bolls, 1 firlot, 3 pecks—

eats,
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poultry.

. Ferretius, in his hiftory of the abbots, ﬂ?ates the revente in
1499, when Thomas Chryftall became abbot, to be, from the ba«

“yony of Kinlofs, 114 marks Scots; from Finderen, 20 matksy |
from the barony of Strathily, 147 marks; from the town of Leith. |
not, 6 marks ; .from the town of Freefield, 4 marks; from Dun« |
durcas, 10 marks; from the church of Ellon, 2§2; from the church |
of Awache in Rofs, 42 marks; in all,-632—in. grain from the ba«

- pony of Kinlofs, 8 chalders, 2 bolls; from Strathily, 7 chalders; -
from their fithings, 2 lafts of falmon ; by feu-duties and rents from
Elgyn, 2 'marks ; by rents from Inniernefs and Forxes, 60 marks—
all which he doubled in a few years.

There is a charter granted by Walter, abbot of Kinlofs in 1559,
12th September, with exprefs confent of the members of the
convent, by which he difpones to Euphame Dundafs their lands

* in Strathily, for the fum of L. 2000 Scots, . paid in ready money,
with L.5. 10s. Scots of augmentation of rent, to b¢ holden of the |
abbot and convent of Kinlofs, for payment of certain duties and |
rents, contdined in a rental. As this rental throws fome light on
the value of land, with the nature of the rents paid, at that period,

- it is inferted.

1
|
oats, 10 bolls, 3 ﬁrlots-;34 wedders, 41 geefe, 60 capons, 12§ ]
1
|
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‘And failing viGual, there was to be paid for every boll of meal,
tos. Scots, and for every boll of oats, ss. Scots, in the option of
Euphame Dundafs. :

Ferreriug mentions; that in his time there were twenty, or more
monks, who, over and above their ancient allowance, received

» from abbot Chryftall on fleth days four pennies, and on meagre

days, one penny; and inftead of oat cakes, tmrty-two ounces of
wheat bread daily.

Mr. Shaw ftates the annual expence of edcl monk to be 508.
for their clothes; ten pemnies a-day for fith and fleth; for lentron
heat, fire, butter, candle, and fpicery, twelve pound; for meat and
drink, ninetecn bolls, one firlot, two pecks.

It appears from Ferrerius, that they had a great number of ex~
cellent buildings ; but his defcription conveys no idea of their ar-
rangement,’ ‘There was a dormitory, refeftory, hofpital, brew-
‘houfe, kitchen, pigeon houfe, an excellent garden, "and other do- -
meftic atcommodations. The church was large, ornamented with
paintings, ftatues, otgans, and altars, to St. Jerome, St. Anne, the
Virgin, St. Thomas, and other faints. The fteeple of the church
feli in 1574. . In 165¢ and 1652 Brodie of Lethin, who bought
the lands and feu-duties from Edward Bruce, at firff commenda~ .

_tor, and created in 1603 Lord Kinlofs, fold moft of the materials

for building the citadel at Invernefs. The remaining part of the
ftones were, fome years ago, employed in building a granary, by 2
defcendant of this Alexander Brodie, and now there are am.oﬂ no
ruinsof the edifices to be feen. : -

The {urniture was.ample and fplendid. There were fifty fea~
ther beds in the monaltery, and twenty-eight arras coverings, and
two filk beds. The table was fupplied with-vefiels of pewter,
brought from England at a great expence. They appear to have
been hofpitable, as they lived in a plentifui country. Fromrecords
in the momaftery, it appears, that the Englifh, about 1303, when
they occupied it, confumed yearly fixty clialders of malt.

King Edward I. in 1303 refided at Kinlofs from the 20th of Sep-
tember to tlie 1oth of O&ober.

They did not totally negle& learning, as there wasa Iibrar&,

and, among others, the following books : The Oid and New Tef=

taments, in/fix volumes, with the glofles commonly ii ufe; four

" volumes of Vinecent ; thx..e of the Chronicle of Anteninus; three

L . o of
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of ‘the Epiftles of St. Jerome ; the works of St. Jerome, in five vo-. -

" lumes; two of the works of Ambrofe ; four of the works of Chry-
fyﬂom ; one of Gregory; another of Bernard ; one of the Sum of

) Aqumas ; two of Scotus’ Commentary on the Sentences ; 5 two of
Johin Major’s on the Sentences ; two of Aquinas’ Commentary-on
the Epiftles of St. Paul; one-of Auguftine’s on the City of God;

- one of Auguftine on - thc Trinity ; the whole Fus Pontificium,
with glofles; with many books of Sermons; and two' volumes,

" wrote on parchment, of Miffals ; the one a gradual the other co-
pied from that of Culrofs.

Ferrerius came into Scotland, at the folicitation bf Robert Reid,
in 1520, and refided with him at court three yesrs. . He obtained
an annual penfion of L. 40 Scots, on the revenues of Kinlofs, and,
after 1523, refided there five years, inftructing the monks by pri-
vate le€tures. The fubjets of thefe leQures were derived from
Melan&hon’s Syntaxis, Cicero’s Offices, Erafmus’ Copia, the Dia-

~ leftics of George Trapszuntius, the Parua Logicalia of Faber
Stapulenfis, the books of Ariftotle of the Heavens and the World,
from Stapulenfis’ Paraphrafe, the Predicaments of Ariftatle, Me-
lan&hon’s Inftitutions of Rhetoric, Cicero’s Oration for Milo, Vir-
gil’s Paftorals, the fecond and fixth books of Virgil’s Zneid, Ro-
dolphus Agricola of Logical Invention, the fourth book of Peter |
Lombard’s Sentences, the Heavenly Hierarchy.of St. Dionyfius,
with his Myftical Theology, and Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy.

A Liff of t/’u;‘ Abbots of Kinlq/} from Ferrerius.

- Anfelm, 1i41, ob. 1157 Adam - - ob. —"
Andrew - ob. 1189 Richard - ob. 1371,
Rainerius = ob. r219 ~Adam de Teras ob. 1401.
Rodolph - - ob. 1233 William Blayr - ob. 1445.
Richard - - ob. 1241 John Flutere - ob. 1460.
Henry - - -ob. 1251 John Ellen - - ob. 1467.
Thomas - - ob. 1258 James Guttury - ob. 1482.
Symon - - ob. 1269 William Galbreth ob. 1491.
Richard - - ob. 1289 William Culrofs ob. 1504.
———— - ob. 1303 Thomas Chryftall ob. 1535.
Thomas' - = ob. 1321 Robert Reid - ob. 1558.

- ob.—— Walter Hedon - ob. ——

Tbc abbots were ntred, and-bad a feat in Parliament,

The



Chap. 11.] ANTIQUITfES OF THE PROVINCE. 77

The priory of Plufcarden was founded in 1230, by King Alex-

_ dnder IL in honour of St. Andrew, the tutelar faint of Scotland,
and named Vallis Sti. Andree. The monks were Ciftercians, firft
brought into Scotland by Malvoifin, bifhop of St. Andrews, and
eftablithed at this place, Beaulie, and Archittan in Argyle-thire.
The corivent of Plufcarden was free ' from epifcopal jurifdiction ;
but becoming licentious, foon after 1460 the white monks were
expelled, the- black were introduced, and the prlory made a cell
of Dumfermling.

Their eftates and revenues were conﬁderable They had the
glen of Plufcarden, a fertile valley, and piturefque, from the na- -
ture of the ground, and clumps of wood. The corn miln, com-
monly called the Old Milns of Elgyn, was their property. To
this miln, the burghage lands were reftri€ted, before the middle of
_the 1 3th century; and in 1330, by a contra& between the con- .
“vent and burgefles of Elgyn, this became a very heavy feudal fer-
vice indeed, as omnia grana crefc-entz'a, cum tllatis et invedis, .
were to be ground at this miln. Thefe limitations ought to be
compromifed, and all perfons have the faculty of employing mil-
ders, as they employ thoemakers and taﬂors, who execute the work
cheapeft and beft,

They had alfo lands in the parith of Durris, and 2 Grangza, and
cell of monks who fuperintended their farm and eftate of Grange-
hill, now Dalvey, where they had a fmall regality of Stanffore-
noon, and a fithing on the river Spey.

Mr. Shaw ftates the revenue at L.g25. 10s. Id., Scots; 1 chal-
der, a boll, 2 firlots, wheat ; 51 chalders, 4 bolls, 3 firlots, 1 peck,
malt, meal and bear; oats, § clalders, 13 bolls ; dry multures, 9
chalders, 11 bolls; 30 lafts of falmon; with grain, cain, cuftoms,
youltry, and fervices. In 1563 there was allowed to each of five

. monks, in kething and habltc, L. 16, and 1 -chalder, 3 bolls, in
victual.

There is another renta] from which it appears, that their yearly

. income was L.527. 1od. 1d. Scots ; wheat, 1 boll, 1 firlot, 2 pecks}

60 chalders, 4 bolls, 3 firlots, bear; 5 chalders of oats; and 30

lafts of falmon. .

The feat of the priory was fix miles to the weft” of Elgin, and
appears, from its prefent ftate, to have been magnificent and fu-
perb, builor frec-ftone, of whxch there are inexhauftible quames

i
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in the vicinity. It s furrounded by a ftone wall, about 15 feet
high, inclofing an area of ten acres. The diftribution of the ine.
ternal buildings is after the plan of the French priories and con-
-vents of that @®ra. ' ’ ‘ ,

“The firlt edifice that prefents itfelf is the church, that was ori-
ginally intended to have been built in the form of a crofs. The
foundation of the weftern tranfept has been laid, but never finifhed.
. 'The plan of the whole had been repeatedly changed, as appears by
- the windows. Its dimenfions are:

‘ . ‘ Peet. Inch.
Length of the church from north to fouth - = - 94 4%
(On the eaft has been a fuite of aifles.) A

" Breadth of the church within the aifles - = - 27 8
Breadth, including the aiflts - - = - 46 10
Length of the eaftern tranfept = - - . = 5 6 1
Breadth of ditto - - - - -. - 26 4 .

_Contiguous to the church, on the fouth, is the Lady’s,
. or Virgin’s Aifle, extending from E. to W, - - 56 1
This long narrow vault is in breadth - - - 13
To the fouth of the Lady’s Aifle is the chapter-houfe,
fupported by a cluftered pillar, an clegant room, il-
luminated by four very large windows. It isabout
30 feet {quare.

Contiguous to this, on the fouth, is a vaulted lobby,
leading to a cloiftered court on the wet.

Beyond this, to the fouth, is the kitchen, a large
réom; fupported by two pillars.—Its length - - 45

’ Breadth - 29

Beneath the fouthmoft half of the kitchen, was a
large vault, cmployed as a'cemitery. The vault

~ has been thrown down'long ago; but the hollow

fpace it occupicd, and the dpors leading to it, are -
to be feen. )

Contigucus to, and at right angles with the kitchen,

on the weft, was the refe@ory, a large hall, in
length aboyt - - - - - - - 94 ©

Beneath this there was a range of cellars. . ‘

On the weclt of the Lady’s Aifle and chapter-houfe,

&c. was a cloiftered court, for enjoying the bencfit
' o of

o

o
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Feet. Inch,
| of the open air in rainy weather. Its fouth wall. -
formed by the north wall of the refeftory. It .
wasin - - - - - Length © - 99 8
Breadth - 94 34
" Along the roofs of - the Lady’s Aifle, and chapter-
houfe, and kitehen, was the dormitory—in length r14 . 2
Breadth - 29 8
It was ‘divided- by a pﬂﬂ'age in the middle, into two '
fuites of bed-chambers, in number about thirteen.
- At the fouth-eaft corner of the kitchen, ftood the
" 'Prior’s houfe, communicating with the church, by,
a2 door in the fouth-eaft corner of the dormitory,
the paffage in the middle of which led by another
door to the ‘church.
Immediately above the eaft gate of the gable of the
Lady’s Aifle, was a chamber, in which the Prior
fpent the forenoon generally.
. Contiguous to the north fide of the eaft tranfept, and
communicating with it by a door, was the veftry,
avaulted building, - - - Inlength - 16 o
: Breadth - 16" o

The garden was well ftored with fruit trees, of the beft kinds,
. A fig tree continued to bloffom in it within thefe-few years.

A ftream of water was conducted within the precin& wall, that
,drave the miln for grinding their corns.

The Priot was Lord of Regality. within the priory lands. In
‘1565 -Alexander Seton, afterwards Earl of Dumfermling, was com-
.mendator of Plufcarden. He fold in 1595 to Kenneth Macken-
‘zie of Kintail, the church lands of Durris, Grangehill, and the
_Ba)'ony of Plufcarden; with Old Miln, including the decima gar-
balia, or teind fhaves of the barony. In 1633 the barony and Old
Miln was the property of Thomas, fon of Kenneth Mackenzie.
From him Sir George Mackenzie of Tarbet obtained them in .
1649, who difponed them to Major Bateman. Janet Brodie, wife
‘of Ludovick Grant of Grant, bought them in 1677 for her fon
James, afterwards Sir ]nmes Grant of Grant, who fold them in

171a
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1710 to William Duff of Dipple, and they renain the property of
Earl Fife.

In the immediate vicinity of Elgyn, was an prcceptory and hof-
pital, where preaching brothers gnd fifters entertained ftrangers,
and fed poor perfons. The chartulary of Moray informs, that be-
tween 1223 and 1242 Andrew, bifhep of Moray, founded this
Domus Dei, now called Meffindew, near the brook Taok, and the
leper-houfe of Elgyn, and preferved the -prefentations to it to his
fuccelors in office. Bifhop Pilmore in 1 343 declares, that he had
feen a charter from King Alexander II. prior to 1237, confirmed
by King David, by which they acquired the .lands of Monbeen and
Kelleys. This foundation had alfo the greateft part of Kirdels,
_'with Petnafyr and Spittleflat, The crown feized thefe lands,
with a confiderable field, their property, where the houfe was fitu-
ated. In 1594 King James granted all the lands and fuperiorities
to the Maglﬁratcs of Elgyn, for maintaining ‘fome poor, agreeable,

to.the original deﬁgn of the foundation. This was confirmed by .

another charter in 1620, which efablihed the firft grant, and
more, appointed them to fupport ‘fome poor, and pay a falary toa
fchoolmafter,.ad docendum muficam, aliafque liberales artes, intra
diflum noftrum burgum, in pzﬂer.um Agrecable to this royal ap-
pointment, the Magiftrates keep in repair a houfe for accommo-
dating four beidmen ; and the remainder of the fund is applied to
the maintenance of the fchools.

There was another fuch hofpital, eftablithed on the eaft bank of

-the river Spey, called St. Nickolas’ Hofpital. Some ruins of the'

buildings were lately to be feen at the boat of Bridge, in the parith
of Boharm. This hofpital was founded before the reign of King
Alexander II. in 1214, and the fituation was well chofen, as at
that period there was a bridge over the Spey at that place; for
King Alexander in 1228 gives the land of Robynfi¢ld, ad fu uflenta-
tionem pontu de Spe, quietam ab omni forinfeco [ervitio. The
grant is in the chartulary of Moray. The fame King Alexander
grarted to this chapel, four merks yearly, out of the rents of his
milns of Nairn. In 1238 Muriel de Pollock de Rothes gives to

“ 8 ANTIQUITIES OF THE PROVINCE. [Chap. 110

the hofpital of St. Nicholas, near the bridge of Spey, her miln of "

- Innerorkel, which is confirmed by-her daughter, Eva Murtach,
with the addition of the church of Rothes; and Andrew, bifhop

- of

4

1




| .Chap. 1] ~ ANTIQUITIES OF THE PROVINCE. 81
) Q

’
P

of Moray, approves of this donation. At the'fame penod Wal-
ter de Murref grants to it the lands of Agynway.- :
The Pominicans, or Black Friars, had a fmall convent in the
immediate neighbourhood of Elgyn, at a place called Blackfriars
Haugh. 1t is {aid that King Alexander II. founded it about 1233.
Their houfes were razed about forty years 2go, and their bnrymg
ground converted into arable field. Many rings, fpoons, and coms,
" were found there; but no obfervations were made on them.
. There was alfo a {mall convent of Grey Friars, or Francifcans,
at Elgyn. 1t & faid to have been firft endowed by king Alexander -
II. The walls of the church belonging to it are yet entire, and
the remains of the convent are. part of the houfe of William King
of Newmiln. Johp Innes, bithop of Moray, made addmons to their
Jevenues about 1409.
At Invernefs, was likewife a monaftery of Francifcans, founded
King Alexander II about 1233. In 1359 king David II. con-
ﬁl rms to them ten pounds fterling, given by his father king Robert
Bruce in 1314, outof the royal rents of the burgh of Innernefs.

B ]

" §. 5. The Cathedral.'

AT the beginning of the r1th century, bifhops in Scotland wore
blue gowns, with their hair tucked under a cap, and, having .no
particular diocefe affigned them, were itinerant. The precife ra
of the ere&ion of Moray into a bithoprick is uncertain, as the char-
tulary goes no farther back than 1200: but, before that period,
the bifhops occafienally employed the churches of Brumetkh, or
Birney, of Spyny and Kinnedor, as the cathedral, and refided near
them. Bifhop Bricius, foon after the 1200, with the approbation
>f Pope Innocent IIL. eftablithed the cathedral at Spyny. His fuc-
:eflor, bifhop Andrew de Murreff, tranflated it to the church of
Holy Trinity, near Elgyn.

In June 1390 Alexander, fon of King Robert II. commonly
:alled the Wolf of Badenock, from refentment againft Bifhop Barr,
rurned the town of Elgyn, 8t. Giles, the parifh church, Meffin
lew, eighteen houfes of the-canons, and the cathedral. It is pro~
rable Bifhop Barr began to rebuild the cathedral, and that the ca-
ons and other clergy did contribute to the expence: Bifhop Spy-

‘ ' ‘ ni¢
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nie continued the wotk ; but from the extent of the building, and i
elegance of the workmanthip, the progrefs was flow. Bifhop In- |
nes founded the great fteeple, in the middle of the church, and l
confiderably advanced it. In 1414 the chapter bound themfelves

by an oath, that whoever fhould be elefted bifhop, fhould annu-
" ally contribute one-third of his revenue, for completing the ca-
thedral, until it fhould be finifhed. It was at length rebuilt, and |
remained entire many years, till, in the beginning of the fixteenth
century, about 1506, the great fteeple fell down. Next year,
Bifhop Foreman bggan to rebuild it, and it was finithed in 1538,
when the height of the tower and fpire was 198 feet.

In this ftate it remained till 1568, when, by an order of the
Privy Council at Edinburgh, the Earl of Huntly, fheriff of Aber-
deen, with Sir Alexander Dunbar of Cumnock, fheriff of Elgyn -
and Forres, and the bifhops of Aberdeen and Moray, -&c. were |
appointed to take the lead from the cathedral ¢hurches of Aberdeen |
and Elgyn, and fell it for the fuftentation of the men of war (fol-]
diers). The roofs were ftripped of the lead, and the fhip employed |
to carry it to Holland funk in the bay of Aberdeen. The whole |
fabrick, bemg uncovered, is gradually verging to decay. The great |
tower fell in 1741. !

This cathedral, when entire, was of Gothic, or rather Saraceric
‘architecture, uncommon'ly elegant and magnificent,’ all built .of
free-ftone. Its pofition-was due eaft and weft, and form, that of
a paflion, or Jerufalem crofs, with five towers, of which two were
on the corners of the eaft end, one in the middle, and two on the
‘weft end.. Between the laft towers, was the great entrance. This
gate, an arch terminating in an angle, is twenty-four feet broad at
- the bafe, and twenty-four feet in height. The elegant engraving
given along with this publication reprefents it to more advantage
~ than any defcription. There were aifles on each fide of the church,
eaftward from the tranfept, which were eighteen feet brozd out-
fide the walls. To afford due Jight to fo ex tenﬁve a building, be-]
fides the large windows in the aifles, there was a range of {mx
- windows above the aifles, each fix feet. hlgh In the welt gab
above the gate, there was a window, in form of an acute-ang}
arch, twenty-{even feet in height, and nineteen feet wide at
bafe. In the eaft gable, was a range of five parallel window:
cach ten fect by two; and above thefc, five more, each feven fi

hig]




Chap. 1] ANTIGUITIES OF THE PROVINCE. 8

_high, and over all a circular window, near to ten feet in diamfeter:
In the middle of the wall of the church, and leading fo the upper
windows, is an alley round the whole bmldmg Every part OF the
whole is richly ornamented with carvings, foliage, devices, and
embellilhments peculiar to this fpecies of atchue&ure, and all
finifhed in the beft and moft clegant manner.

The chapier- houﬁ, commonly called the apprentice aifle, placed
on the north fide of the cathedral, near the eaft end, and commu-
hicating with the choir.by a vaulted veftry, is an uncommon piece
of archite@ure. It is an o&tagon, thirty-four feet high, and within
walls the diagonal breadth is thirty-feven fect.. The vaulted roof -
‘is fupported by one cluftered pillar in the centre, nine feet in cir«
cumference. From this pillar ribs fpread along the roof, to each
angle of the o&agon There is a large window in each of feven-
of the fides, and the eighth fide joins the choir. In the north wall
of the chapter-houfe, there were five ftalls, in nitches, for the
bifhop and the digniﬁed clergy to fit in. The middle ftall for the
bithop, or dean, is larger, and raifed a ftep higher than the others.

Some idea may be formed of the extent of the whole edifice, by
the following meafurement : -

‘ - Feet.

Length on the outfide ~ - - o - 264
*Breadth on the outfide - = - - 35
Breadth within walls = - - = - 28
Length of tranfept over walls - <« - 114
Length of tranfept within - . - - 110
Height of weft tower - - - - 8%
Ditto of centre tower and fpire - - - 198
Height of eaftern turrets - - « . 6o
Breadth of great gate - - - - 24
Height of great gate - e . o - 24
Height of fide-walls - - - - - 36
Height of chapter-houfe - - - - 34
Diagonal breadth of ditto within walls - - 37
Breadth of each fide - - N 1
Circumference of cluftered pillar - - 9
Height of ditto below the capital - - 24
Breadth of aifles on the fide ~ - - - 18
Breadth of weft window - - - ‘= 19

M - . Height
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A : . Feet.
Height of weft window. = =« =« - 27
. " Height of eaft windows ~« =+ = <« Jo
Height of fecond row, - - - - 7
Diameter of circular window - - =« 10
" N. B.. Thefe meafurciments are not juft accurate.
. A large fpace of ground was furronnded by an high ftone wall,
in many places yet entire, which inclofed what is now called the
" College, and contained not only the cathedral and burying ground,
but the houfes, or manfes, with the fmall gardens, that belonged to
the twenty-two canons, and dignitaries of the fee. The canons
were, the minifters of Auldearn, Forresy, Alves, Inycrnvon,' Kine-
dar, Dallas, Raffort, Kingufie, Duthel, Advie, Aberlaur, Dyple,
Botarie, Innerkeithnie, Kinnore, Pettié, Duffus, Spynic, ‘Rynie,
Mby, Croy, and the parfon of Elgyn. The parfon of Alves was
chanter, of Forres arcfldcan, of Infieravon chancellor, of Kinedar

.

treafurer, of Auldearn dean. All thefe had manfes and gardens -

within the precin& of the college. “Tach cgnon had a vicarage,
Yor his better fupport. The gates of the ftone wall had an iren
gate, and a porter’s lodge. Without the precin& on the weft, to-
wards Elgin, was a fmall burgh, depending on the bifhop, and not
within' the royalty. This burgh, with the college, was plundered,
and part of it burned, 3d July 1402, by Alexander Macdonald,
third fon. of the Lord of the Ifles. He was éxcommunicated ; but
enfuing O&tober, was abfolved ; and he, with his officers, prefented
a fum of gold for repairing the lofs, a confiderable part of which
was applied ‘to ereét a crofs and bell, where the bounds of the,
college bcgms, towards the town. This is now called the lsele

' crofs.

W
§. 6. B.'/lzop".r Palaces. p

WaEN Moray was firft “ere€ted into a bifhoprick, the bifhop’s
houfe was at Birney.. There are no remains. of this edifice ;” bat
“tradition reports, that it was at a place'called the Caftle ﬁeld It
then was no doubt plzin and mean. Bifhop. Archibald built a
" houfe at Kinedar about 1280. A few years ago, the walls were
in fome meafure remaining; but nsw the veftiges of them are
fcarcely vifible. It had been a large double houfe.

It
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Itis not known when the palace at Spynie was begun, but pro-

-~ bably before or about 1222, when bithop Bricias died, who-had
obtained permiffion from Pope Innocent to fix the cathedral at
Spynie. /

In the fouth-weft corner, was a ﬁrong tower, 60 fect by 39, and N
about 6o feet high. It is called Davie’s Tower, bemg built by .
bifhop David Stewart, who died 1475.

Over the gate of the fquare court, are the arms of blfhop John
Innes, three _/Zar.r, and the initials of his name. He was confe-
crated in 1406. This affords room for: con]e&ure, that he built
this court, at leaft finifhed it.

On the fouth wall of Davie’s Tower, are the arms of bx(hops
David and Andrew Stewart, and Patrick Hcpburn

The area occupied by the whole buildings is ncarly a {quatre, of
. 60 yards,each fide. Davie’s Tower had vaulted dometftic accom-
modations on the ground floor. Above that there were four rooms -

. of ftate, and bed-rooms, with vaulted clofets in the walls, which .
ai'e nine feet thick. The ftair is éafy, broad, and winding to the -
top. 1Tt is ‘vaulted over all, with a cape-houfe, and a crenated
battiement.

In the other three corners, were fmall towers, ‘with narrow
rooms. In the fouth fide of the area, between the towers, was a
large tennis court, and parallel to it was the chapel. Thg eaft
fide, between the turrets, was occupied with ftables and other of-

. fices. The north and weft fides were filled up with bed-rooms,
cellars, and ftore-rooms. The gate was in thc middle of the eaft
wall, and had been fecured by an iron gate.

The preciné& round this palace was fenced in with a hlgh ﬁ'cne
wall, and within were gardens and fruit trees. The bed of the ri-

s ver of Lofly was once immediately to the eaft. of it. At the Re-
volution, the palace and precin& were annexed to the crown, and
pays into the Exchequer twelye pounds fterling of yearly rent.
. The leflzes or tackfmen have carried away, and fold all the iron
and wood-work; fo that the bare walls only remained of this ftately
building; and thefe are now in great ruin, being demolithed to
obtain the lime mortar for the neighbouring farm-lands.

Bifhop Patrick Hepburn built a houfe near the cathedral, for his
town refidence, and had a large garden at'it. This houfe is the

M2 : property

*
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property of the Duke of Gordon, fince that family purchafed the
Earl of Dumfermling’s eftate. - It was lately inhabited, but is now
in ruins. There is a bungling emblem of the Trinity on a part of
this houfe, three faces on one head.

| acmiorionion
§. 7. Revenues of the Bifhoprick.

Tae revenues of the bifhoprick of Moray were no doubt at firft
very limited ; but by the bounty of our Kings, nobility, and pri-
vate individuals, they in time became confiderable indeed. King
‘William the Lyon was a liberal donor, as were Alexander II. and
David II. So were the ancient Earls of Fife, of Rofs, and Tho-
mas Randulph, Earl of Moray, the Murreffs of Duffus, Petyn, and
Kirdels, the Comyns of Badenoch, Byfeth of Stratharic, Frafer of
Lovat, Graham of the Ard, Fenton of Bewford, Ladies of Rothes,
.Lawder of Brichmony.and Kinftary, Thane of Aberchirdor, and
many other private perfons. "
‘When the reformation was approaching in Scotland, the clergy
of all ranks, to fecure their own particular intereft, and that of
their relations, fold and feued away corfiderable portions of their
eftates; fo that it is now difficult to afcertain the ongmal value of
their livings. Fortunately there are extant two records of differ- |
‘ent periods, that determine the lands and the revenues of the ‘
bifhoprick of Moray The one is a charter of confirmation by
James IL. to ]ohn Winchefter, bifhop of Moray, and his fuccef~
fors, under date of the 8th of November 1451. The other isa |
full rental of the blfhopnck, taken up by Mr. Archibald Lmdcfay,
fator or fteward over it in 1565. |
The charter of confirmation contains thefe lands: the barony of
Spine, the baronies of Kynedor, Byrneth, Rothevet or Roffert, Fo- | ]
thernes, Keyth., The lands of both Kéylunters, of both Aoreoclz_ya‘, |
* of Abertarf, of Bullefeyn, of Forthir, the lands of the Morafs qf |
‘Strath/pey, the_lands of Rothymurchus, the davach of the Inche, |
the davach of I.agankenzw, with the lochs and fithings pertaine |
ing to thefe lands, and the tower in the loch of Lagankenzie, 5
the middle davach of Celnaéwell the lands of Anthmony and %
, . . Ixmﬁmu&cl |
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Kirkmichel, the lands of Ktpcardy and Kincardin, ﬂxc town of
the kirk of Dole fmzchel the. kirk-towns of the churches of Efkyl
and Duppil, and Rothes, and Altre, with ly Ord of the famc,
commonly called the Bifkop's Ord, the kirk-town of the churchwof -
Kynnore, the crofts and acres ‘of the churches of Kingufie avd In-
verelzien, Wardlaw, and Dyck, Dullargu/y, and the chapel of Rast,
the harbour and fithing of Loffy, the tenements of the kirk-<owns

" of Deveth, Artralze, Croy, Moy, Duldawack, Ewan, Und:f,
Lochlin ot Innerin, Aberlowir, Butruphin, Archildol, and the Core
of Kynermontk, Alachy, Kintellargyn, with the Efs and fithings
of the water of Ferne, Dunbennan, Ruthven, Botary, Drumdelgre,
Ryne, Inverkethny, the lands of Rothemny, and of Maifen Dies at
Eigyn, all which are annexed to the barony of Spyne.

~

Alflral
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To this is to be added, 103. 2. 0. bolls of oats with ftraw : and
all was payable, terminis Pentecoftis et Martini.
* There is alfo to bé added, Rentale Eccle]. Epifcop. Momv.

Newmill, decimz garbilis ecclef. de Dyke -L.t6 o o

Mains de Darneway .- - - =« - 4 6 8
 Grangehill - - . <« o 4.4 4
Ecclefia de Rothemay - - - - 40 0 O .
Keyth - - - =333 6 8 °

— Grantully & Drumddgze - =103 0o o

Wardlaw - - - - - 40 0 o

Rothemurchus. - - -. 13 6 8

—_ David - - = - . - .3813 4

Tallatice - - - - 30 o o

————— Innerelien . - -, - - 3013 4

L.743 16 8

It appears by another rental of the thirds of the blihopnck of
Moray, the abbey of Kinlofs, and priory of Plufcardcn, under date

1567

C. B. F. P.
That of the bithoprick—ofbear - - =~ 2513 3 3
_ The abbey of Kinlofs—of bear - = 1515 1 3

Priory of Plufcarden—malt, bear, meal, - 17 1 2 1

In eftimating the value of the money in this rental, it is to be
obferved, that at this period the pound weight of filver was coined
into eighteen pounds Scots; and in 1563, the boll of wheat was
worth L.2; the boll of bear, L.1. 135, 4d.; the boll of meal,
L.1. 13s. 4d.; the boll of malt, L.2; oats, 10s.; a carcafe of mut-
ton, 9s.; a goofe, 1s.; the dozen of capons, 12s.; the dozen of
poultry, 4s.; the ftone of cheefe, 6s. and 8 pennies; a {wine,
X.1; akid, 1 pennie; a barrel of falmon, L.4.

_ From this fhort and incomplete furvey of the revenues of the
bithoprick of Moray, it is evident, that their amount was very
valuable, not only in money, but from the variety of articles
paid in kind; and however much they have been frittered, and .
fold, and fquandered, the refidue is not contemptible. The bithop
rents of Moray, as now collected, amount to L.1g92 fterling; and
it is to be recolleGed, that this is only the feu-dutxes payable out
. . of



g - ANTIQUITIES OF THE PROVINCE. [Chap. 112

of Iands, formeﬂy the bifhop’s property, of which he received the
real rent.

. ‘Fhe .eftates, or temporalia, of this bxfhopnck, with the patron=
:gcs belonging to the bifhop, - remained after the Reformation im
the crown, till 1590, when King James VI. affigned them all to
‘Alexander Lindefay, a fon of the Earl of Crawford, and grand-
fon of Cardinal Beaton, for payment of 10,000 gold crowns of .
the fun, which he had lent his Majefty when in Denmark. It
was then ere&ted into the temporal lordthip of Spynie, and Mr.
Lindefay created Lord Spynie. The grant of the eftates and pa-
tronages was renewed m 1595 and 1604 and 1607. To obtain
a revenue for the bifhop, the King prevailed on Lord Spynie to
refign the lands, which he did in 1620, referving the patronages;
-and his Majefty erected his Lordfhip’s lands of Boyfack and others
in Forfar-fhire, into a lordthip, to be called the Lordfhip of
Spynie.

- The patronages difponed to Lord Spynie are thcfe Alves, Long-
bride, Kinedwart, Effil, Ku-kmlchael Inneraven, Knoeckando, Ur-
qnhart, Glenmon&on, Forres, Edinkillie, Dallas, Auldearn, Rap-
pach; Ardclauch, Bonach, Aberlour, Skirdiftown, Advie, Cromb-
dale, Dypple, Ruthven, Innerkeithny, Lundxchty, Moy, Spynie,
Kingufie, Croy, Moy, Duthil, Unthank, or chapel of Duffus,
. 'Bolefkin, Kinore, Dumbennan, Botharie, Elchies, Glafs, Eflie,
* . Kincardine, Duffus, Alter, Allowae, Buccaben, Fairnway, Lag-
gan, Abernethy, Bornoch. In thefe are included, not only what
belonged immediately to the bithop, but thofe that belonged to

the dignified clergy of the diocefe. Thefe patronages, upon the
" extin&ion of the heir male of Lord Spynie in 1670, wefe re-af-
fumed by the crown as wltimus hares. The crown conveyed
them, by charter 11th December 1674, to James, Earl of Airly,
who difponed them to the Marquis of Huntly in 1682.

It will be proper to conclude this account of the bifhoprick, with
Robert- Keith’s

Catalogue of the Bifhops.

Gregory - - 11150b. Simeon de Tone 1171 ob. 1184
Wiliam - - 11500b.1162 Richard. - -.1187 ab. 1203
Felix - - -11700b e Bricius Murreff - 1203 ob. 1222

Andrew

]
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Andrew Mureff 1223 ob. 1242
Simon - - -12420b. 1253
Archibald - - -'1253 oh. 1208
David Mureff - 1299 ob. 1326
Jo. Pilmore - 3326 ob. 5362

Alex. Bar - -13520b.1397 -

William Spyrie 1397 ob: 1406
Jo.Innes - - 1437ab. 1414
Hen. Leighton - 1414 ob, ——
David - - - 14290b.——
Celumba Dunbar 1429 ob. 1435
Jo. Winchefter - 1437 ob. 1458
James Stewart - 1459 6b. 1461
David Stewart - 1462 ob. 1476
William Tulloch 1477 ob. 1482

Alex. Stewart - 1482 ob. 150t

ANTIQUITIES 'OF THE PROVINCE: 9

And. Foreman - 1501 to 1514

'James Hepburn 1516 ob. 1524

Rob, Schaw - 1524 ob. 1527
Alex. Stewart - 1527 ob. 1534
Patrick Hepburn 1535 depoﬁ
cb. at Spynie 1573
Gco Douglafs - 1573 ob. 1585

Alex. Douglafs - 1606 ob. 1623

Jo. Guthrie - 1623dep.1638
Mur. M‘Kenzie 1662 to 1677
James Aitkins - 1677 to 1689
Colin Falconar - 1686 ob. 1686
Alexander Rofe' 1686 ob. 1687

William Hay - 1688 deprived = -

in 1689 ob. 1507

By recent and accurate aftronomical obfervations made at Fi-
gyn, the latitude appears to be §7° 43’ north, and the longitude
3° 34’ 45" weft from Greenwichs The difference of time is 14

. ’9”.
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CHAPTER IIL

OF THE PRESENT STATE OF THE PROVINCE.

Preliminary Information.

, THE boundaries of the province of Moray were not limited

to the extent of the ]unfdu‘.hon of the fheriffdlom. In an.
cient times, juftice was adminiftered. in the halls of the refpetive
barons; and by the decifions of the church, more frequently than
in the courts of the fheriff, which had then no influente in regulat-
ng the ideas of the people, refpe&mg the extent of countries.
" The boundaries of the province of Moray are afcertained by

ecclefiaftical jurifdi€ion, both ancient and qucrn, the extent
- _of the provincial fynod having been but littlé altered from that of

the epifcopalian diocefe; and they have been originally fixed, nearly
by the natural limits of the country. ,
The Moray Frith, from the mouth of the river Spey, weftward.

- to the influx of the Beaulie, at the termination of the eftuary, forms

the northern boundary. The limits on the weft and fouth firetch
a!ong the fummits of thofe mountains, which turn their waters
into the Frith, between the banks. of the river Beaulie and the
fources of the Spey; which may be regarded as the boundary on
the eaft : but the vallies which open from its fouthern bank, and
pour their ftreams into that river, form a part of its ecclefiaftical
Junfdl&lon, and have ever been regarded as within the limits of
the province. S
The low lands, or champalgn, of Moray may be conceived as a
long-extended valley, bounded by the Frith upon the north, and 2
winding range of mountains along its fouthern fide, whicfl bears
a ftriking uniformity to the mountains on the other fide of the
Frith; the conical hill of Cullen ftanding againft the Morven
(called the Pap of Caithnefs), and the valley opened by the Spey
anfwering to that of the river of Helmfdale; with other corref-
ponding elevations and depreffions. Thefe ridges gradually ap-
T S A proach
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proach each other, contraling the breadth both of the land and

of the fea towards the weft, until they meet together, a few miles-

- above the head of the Frith, at the fall of Kilmorac, in the river

' Beaulie ; where {o great a change in the appearance of the country,
takes place, as naturally to terminate the bounds of the provmce at
the weft.

" Thelow lands, thus ﬁtuatcd between the mountain and the Tirth,
have their furface greatly diverfified by lower intervening hills,
generally difpofed in fhort ndges parallel to the Frith. -1t is alfo

-interfeéted by four other rivers, the Lofly, Findorn, Nairn, and
Nefs, winding their courfes at unequal diftances, yet almoft
parillel to each other, from:the moumam, acrofs the plﬁm, into
the fea: :

Such is the natural face of the country in-the Iow lands of

: Morav, in length, from eaft to weft, about 6o Englith miles,

‘and in bréadth from 2 to 12, between the bottom of the mountain
and the fea; the mean breadth, about 4, makes the fuperﬁcies
equal to 240 fquare miles. Its latitude is between the 57° and §8°
N.; and the longitude, at the mouth of the Spey, is 3°. 6'. W.

The afpc& of the country in the highland quarter of the diitrick.
is made up in a form very different from the low lands that have
been defcribed. That which from the coaft appears to be only a
nagrow ridge, is a vaft mountain, extended even to the margin of
the Atlantic ocean, increafed conﬁderably in its elevation as it-re-
cedes. from the eaftern fhore: it is extended far and wide on either
hand, beyond the bounds of the province of Moray. Thofe fix
rivers that have been mentioned, and the numerous ftreams from
which they grow, may be conceived as having cut out each for
itfelf a valley in this mountain, differing from-each other in pofi-
tion, and varying in the extent of their breadth and depth, in the
proportion to the mafs of water, combined with the crumblinefs
of the foil, through which edch ftream refpe@ively flows.

This however is only fuggefted to convey more readlly the'idea

of the face of this part of the country; for it is not in every cafe,
that fuch a fecondary caufe could have produced:this effe, it being
impoffible for the natural operation of the ftill water, which formg -
the expanfe of Lochnefs, to have excavated its bottom, generally
out of folid rock, to a depth almoft unfathomable.

The bottoms and fides of thefe valleys: occupy in wholc about

‘N : - the
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the third part of the furface of the mountain, fo far as the provmce
wf Morayextends, containing the whole of the people. of the high-
land diftri®, and, with little exception, the whole of the ground
_ fufceptible of cultivation, except certain tracks oh which, wdod
mxght with attention-be raifed, Such, in general may be con-
ceived to be the natural face of the country in the highland divie
fion of-the province; ‘
The prefent ftate of policy,. culnvanon, and art, is now to be

-"confidered in each 'of the parithes apart, following the arxangement

that hath been fketched, beginning fram Spey at the ®aft, proceed- . -
ing weftward along the Firth, and thes foptherly acrofs the moun-
tains to the fources of that river, and by its courfe- completing
the circuit of the province, markmg the conne&tion of the parithes
with the different pre{byterxes in > which they are refpetively
clafled. .

fonon ot \-01‘0)%

PRESBYTERY OF ELGIN,
NUMBE.R' I.

- "PARISH OF SPET.MOUT}I-

Situation, Soil, Climate.]—Tr1s parith lies upon the ncrthcrn
bank of the river Spey, at its influx into the Moray Frith. Ite
length from north to fouth, along the courfe of the river, may be
6 miles, its breadth 14, partly terminated by the eaftern end of the
chain of mountain, which has been defcribed as ranging along the
fouthern fide of the champaign of Moray; and partly by the limits
of the parith of Urquhart, which meets it on the plain. Where
the-poft road approaches to the river, the country {wells iato a gentle
eminence : exclufive of this, and of the mountain fide, it may be
regardéd 4s a plain, having one part funk below the level of the
other about o feet, having the river winding on its farther edge,
which in the lower. part of its courfe fhifting at times its channel,
and- at times dividing its fiream, with a confiderable extent of fer-
tile ground, much bare uncovered beach is allo left ;- a great pro-
portion of the plain above the bank is alfo uncultivated moor; bat,
with the application of lime, might be eafily brought mto produc-
: . tive

v
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tive culfivation. ‘The arable field is partly a thallow gravelly foil,
partly a light fertile loam of fufficient depth, and in fome parts it

,is a fandy foil. The climate, comparatively temperate and mild,

is fearcely fubje@ to any other ‘inconvenience befides parching .
eafterly wmds, which commonly prevail in April and May, often
blafting the fruit in its bloffom, and checking the. growth of - the
grafs. This part of the country is fuppofed to be the drieft even in
Moray, where it is faid there are-forty days more of fair weather,
than in any other country in the north of Scotland. A drought
frequently fets i during the month of July, prejudictal to the crop
on the fhallow foil. A fhowery fummer is accounted favourable :

and 2 quantity of rain, that would be very hurtful in moft partsof

- the kmgdom, is beneficial here. In the year 1782, when, from

exceffive rain, there was a general failute of the crop over*Scotland,
aany perfons here madé more than common profit. The mean -
depth of rain water falling in a year is about 24 inches. .

State of Property. ]—Except the feuars'of Garmach, holding of
the Duke of Gordon, his Grace is the proprietor of the whole
parifh, and al{o of feven-ninth parts of the fifhery : the other two- |
ninth parts appertaiti to the Earl of Moray. Garmach; the only

- village in the parifh, is a burgh of barony, containing 620 inha-

bitants : it has an annual fair, on the 1gth of June. - The lands are
occupied for the greater part by the proprietors, feveral of whom,
by purfuits in other occupations, are in opulent Eircumftances.
The name of this village is_Gaelic ; but its fignification is not cer-
tainly afcertained : it mayimport the rough outlet, from the ripple
of the tide at the influx of the river; but as it-bore the fame name
when the mouth of the river was more than 3 miles diftant, it
may be rather a compoundy corrupted of VAR, water, aUGH, 4
plain on the bank of a fiream, and Na, the Gaelic of the article
the. The walls of the greater number of the houfes in. this vil-
Iage are compofed entitely of clay, made into mortar with ftraw,
in fome cafes having a foot or two in height from the foundation
built in alternate courfes of the fame mortar and ftone. In build-
ing this kind of wall, it is neceffary to fufpend the work a little,
on the addition of every yard of height, that it may not warp from
the perpendicular. With this precaution, it is frequently raifed to

_.the height of two ftories, bears aflated roof, and is neatly finithed
‘ vnthm. If fuﬂicxent]) covered on the top, it is_found as durable,

and
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+ and more impervious to wind and damp, and appears as handfome,
when daubed over on the outfide with lime mortar, as walls of
ftone in the common fathion. :

The pariﬂi is occupied in farms rather of fmall extent. A few
rife to near 8o acres, fome about 50, feveral about 30, and nearly
 the half of the whole number may be let from L.4 to L.1o of
yearly rent.  10s. may be ftated as the mean rent of the acre, va-
rying from about gs. to 15s. Part of the lands which are let about
Garmach bring from 20s. to 3os. the acre, and a {fmall proportion
rifes to about L.2. jos. the acre, making the average there about
JLaos.
> The valucd rent of the land of the parifh is L.2771 17 1 Scots.
To which is,added, the valued rent of the
filhesy » « . ¢ -« - 254117 8

e

Total L.5313 14 9 Scots.

. - State Ecclefiaftical.]—In the year 1731 the parithes of Dipple
and Effi], and the village of Garmach, originally appertaining to
the parifh' of Urquhart, were, by the decreet of the Court of
Teinds, erected into one parith, then named Speymouth. The
glebes of the parifhes of Dipple and Effil were exchanged with the -
family of Fife for the prefent glebe, which being then partly un<
cultivated moor, about 25 acres were found the equivalent. The
church and manfe were built in a centrical fituation; but the bu-

/ yying ‘grounds of the original parifhes were continued : and their
patrons, the Earl of Moray, and the proprietor of Gordonftown,
ufe the right of patronage altemately The ftipend, including the
allowance for the communion, is L.§3. 6s. 84 fterling 3 77 bolls,
1 ﬁrlqt, 2 pecks, barley, and 32 bolls, 1} peck, oat-meal—at 8%
froue per boll of meal. ‘The parochial fchool was-lately eftablifhed
at Garmach, though at one of the extremities, the moft papulous
quarter of the parifh: the falary is 8% bolls meal, and 2% bolls
of bear : and as by a&t of Parliament 1696, the falaries of fchools
¢ are declared to be by and attour the cafualities, which formerly
¢¢ belonged to the readers, and clerks of the kirk feflion,” the {chool-
mafler is by this ftatute entitled to L.2. fterl, as feffion clerk, paid
from the parifh funds under the management of the fefion. He

‘is by the famc ftatute likewife entitled to -1s. for the proclamation
qsf the purpofe of each marrxage, and for every baptifm entered on

the
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the record; and for every extra& of fuch entry, and for every cer-

 tificate granted by the feflion, 4d. He has moreover L.5. r1s. 14d.

the intereft of an endowment by Mr. Pat. Gordon, watchmaker in
Edinburgh, for the behoof of the fchoolmafter of his native place:
The fees for teaching in parifh fchools are generally the fame over
the province; namely, for each fcholar taught to read Englifh, 4s.
in the 'year; when writing is conjoined, gs. 4d. yearly; for arith-
metic, 6s. 8d.3 8s. for Latin; and for a courfe of book—keepmg,
half-a-guinea.

The Society for propagating Clm(’nan Knowledge have. lately

ceftablithed a {chool, towards the other extremity of the parifh, with

an appointment of L. to yearly, to which the landlord adds a houfe,

{mall garden, and L.2 yearly; befides which, he has L.1. 5. 91d.
the half of an endowment by the family of Fife, in a former gene-

. ration, for the fchools of the original parifhes: a fuperannuated

teacher at prefent has the other Lalf. At this {chool, about 30
Icholars generally attend 5-and about as many, the younger fervants
in the ncxghbourhood, attend the fame mafter, for fome hours dur-
ing the evenings of the winter feafon. There are, befides, two or
three poor women, who, in different parts of the parifh, teach

© . children to read : the pooreft of the people have all their children
_taught to read, and moft of the boys are tauuht alfo arithmetic,

and to write.

Poor’s rates are not known in this country; yet, thh fuch la-
bour as themfelves are able for, all are by voluntary charity pro-
vided with the neceffaries of life: very little is fuffered by want,
there is no abufe, and little temptation to idlenefs. The provifion

. for the poor arifes from donations, made by the people who attend

the public worfhip of the parith church, colle€ted immediately on
its conclufion. Thefe amount to about L.20 fterling in the year,
to which the hire of the pall at funerals is added, and L. 4. 3s. 4d.
bequeathed by the fame anceftor of the family of Fife who made

the endowment for the fchool, which are paid by his Lordthip,

This fund, after difcharging the fee of the fefion clerk, and L.1 as
the wages of the feflion officer, is divided half-yearly, generally
among 40 perfons, on the parifh roll, in proportion to their ref-
pective neceffities, befides occafional fupplies in urgent cafes. The
number of the Eftablithed Church is 1302: there are 40 of the
Church of Rome; and 5 of the Epifcopalien profeffion. .
. - A’Izj:
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M:ifcellameous Information. ]—The people in general are honeft,
peaceable, and induftrious, charitable alfo, and in éafes of diftrefs
much difpofed ta a&s of humanity. 'They.are hardy and active,
and rather above the jniddle fize. Few go into the army; the
greater part apply to hufbandry, to the falmon fithing, and the
‘'young men about the.town of Garmach are difpofed to a feafarmg
life, and become expert failors. “About 12 of the natives are at
prefent the mafters of veflels. The more wealthy wear Englifh
cloth, in which almoft all .are drefled 'on holidays. Moft of  the
fmmaller tenants keep as many fheep as fupply clothing for their
families, and almoft ail raife flax, which they alfo manufalure
into linen.. Several families make a little both of woollen and lis
. nen cloth for fale. Moor turf is the fuel through the greater part
of the parifh. Sunderland coal, delivered from the fhip at 2s. for
a barrel of ‘13 ftone, is moftly ufed about Garmach. The fione
principally ufed is quarried from the rock that forms the bank of

. the river for a mile where the poft road paffes; it is limeftone of

ared colourj toward the top itis a ftone marl, which, with in-
tervening layers of clay, is ufed in the vicinity with great advan.
tage as a manure. - The ftone becomes harder in propomon to the
dcpth at which it is quarried. ~

The river Spey derives its rempteft {ource from “the mountain
of Caryarioch, at the diftance of almoft 106 miles from its imflux
into the German Ocean. It is the moft rapid river in Scotland ;
its fall for the laft 3 miles of its courfe is Go feet. It does not
appear fo large as the more gently rolling Tay; yet it is fuppofed
to difcharge an equal quantity of water.in the year. In the mid-

- dle and higher parts bf its courfe, its branches firetch out to 15

miles on either fide, and the extent of country which it dtains is
equzl to 1,600 {quare milgs. Although iis eourfe is now dire&ly
into the fea, yet it is certain, that in ancient times, bending al-
moft into a right angle when jult upon the fhore, it flowed weft-
ward-nearly 3 miles; moftly parallel with the Firth, in ‘a hallow
marfhy tra&, called the Leen, now partly reduced into a ftate of
imperfedt chltivation. The tide fiows up the river almoft to Gar-
mach, and, at neap tides, the depth of water is g feet on the bar.
The entrance inte the harbour is fometimes fhifted a ljttle. by the
gravel wafhed down by the fircam ; but there being always fkilful
piiots, no detriment enfues. The expence of huilding a pier is

{uppcfecd
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fuppofed to exceed the value of the trade; but the fhore on either
fide for 5 or 6 miles along the bay of Spey being fmooth gravel, or
foft fand (one little rock, the bear’s head, half way between Gar-
mach and Loffiemsuth excepted), feveral veflels have in neceflity’
been run athore, with little damage.

At the harbour, there is a wood trade, the moft confiderable, it

is fuppofed, for home timber in Scotland. It is moftly fir, with:

fome birch and oak. There are feven perfons engaged in this
trade ; but for fome years the greater part has been carried on by’
an Englith company, who, about the year 1784, contralted with
the Duke of Gordon, for all-the marketable timber of the foreft
of Glenmore, in the diftri of Strathfpey, to be felled within the:
fpace of 26 years, at the fum of Li1o,000 fterling. When the:
timber of -this, and of the other forefts in Strathfpey and Bade~
naugh, arrives at Garmach, after fupplying a great extent of coun~

try, from Aberdeen to the ifle. of Sky, it is carried in confiderable:

quantities to Hull, and to the King’s yards at Deptford and Wool-
wich. This. :company have alfe formed a dock-yard, and fince the
year 1786, befides a number of beats, they have built 23 veflels:
from 25 to 500 tons burthen, the greater number about 200 tons,
amountmg in all to' more than 4o0e tons, all of the fir wood of

Glenmorc, both the plank and timbers. The greater part of this
wood being of the beft quality, thele vefléls are deemed equal to -

thofe of New England oak. The largeft mafts are 6o feet in:

Iength. Before the Commiffioners of the Navy purchafed any of

 this timber, they afcertained, by feveral experiments, that it is
equal in quality to any imported from the Baltic. Several of thefe
" veflels have been purchafed for the Baltic trade, one for the trade

-of the Bay of Campeachy, and feveral are employed in the trade

of the company. Befides the veflels which they have built, feveral
floops have been alfo built at Speymouth by others, in the fame
time, and feveral have been repaired. The plank, deals, and

matfts, are floated from their native forefts down the Spey in rafts, -

" navigatedby 2 mten, at the rate of L.1. 10s. the raft. The logs
and fpars’ belongmg to the Englith company-are at times floated
down in fingle pieces, to the number perhaps of 20,000 at a time,
condu&ed by 50 or 8o men going along the fides of the river, ta
pufh them off by poles, as they ftick upon the banks,. hired at 1s.
2d. by the day, and a competent allowance of fpirituous hquor.

o
3273283
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The medium price of logs, from 10 to 20 feet long, and from 12
.to 18 inches diameter, is 1s. the folid foot; fpar-weod of the fame
. length, about 7 inches diameter, is fold at 7d. the folid foot; -
plank, 3 inches thick, and 10 in breadth, about 12 feet in Lngtb
* are 3s. the piece—2 inches thick, 2s.; and deals, 1} inch thick, 8
inches in breadth, and 12 feet long, 1s. the piece. . o

The exports from Spey confift: chiefly of wood and falirfon, and
4 or 5 cargoes of grain, or meal, of 400 or 500 bellsteach in a
year.
‘From O&. 1, 1791, to O&. 1, 1792, veflels failed from
Spey with timber for different places, from 350 to 20
tons burden, average 50 tons - - - - 82
Touched at Spey, and took in falmon for London, hav-
ing taken in part of the fame cargo at other ports - 24
With cats andmeal - - - - - - 2
With yarn - - . - - - - - - 1

Number of veflels which failed with cargoes - - 109

Veflels arrived in Spey with coal - - & = ar

' ‘With empty kits, ftaves, and hoops © " *- | - - :
With iron and goods - - - - - 6
‘With fale T S 1

. ' 23
"rThe falmon fithery, yielding a revenue of L.1800 Tterling yearly,
begins on the 3oth of November, and ends the 26th of Auguft.
It is feldom regular until the end of Janvary. During the fpring
‘months, the greater part of the fith is fent frefh in ice to London—
a late dilcovery, which adds greatly to the value of the fithery, as
~ the highcﬂ price is in this way cobtained. 41d. the Ib. is the com-
. mon price at the river-fide. After the beginning of May, the
greater part of the falmon is boxled and fent to the London mar-
" ket. The filhery is carried on by nets and fmall boats, each navi-
gated by '8 men, and an overfeer, colled the Kenner, from the

" - Gaelic word for the £ead. The créw is changed every 12 hours:

cach man has L.1. 15s. of ftated wages for the feafon, and 6d. each
* befides, when 6 fith are caught in the 12 hours, and 3d. only when
they catch but 4. Th'*y have ihl} a: farthcr allc"':mc. when they
’ . . - catch
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catch above a certain greater number, and may éain from L. 4 to-
. L.6 in the feafon. They have alfo as much bread and beer as ne-
ceﬁ'ary while at work, and a bottle of fp.ms to the crew for ‘the ‘

" 12 hours they are employed. Theyare accounted fkilful in the
bufinefs; and though wading in the water higher than the knee, .

+ ard remaining the whole 12 hours in wet clothes, fuch is the
powér of habit, they feel no inconvenience from the cold even of .
the winter night.” About 130 men may be the number generally
employed.

This parith has a conne&icn wlth the diftinguifhed famtly of
“Chatham.  Jane, fpoufe to Governor Pitt, the-great grandmother
of the prefent Chancellor of the Exchequer, was daughter to James

* Innes Efq. of Redhall, on the bank of the Spey diretly -oppo-
fite to Gordon Caftle. The family of Redhall, reprefented now
by Innés of Blackhills, are a branch of the family of Innes, Baro-
nets of Coxtown. ~ This circumftance has been always recognized

" in the country, and is afcertained by Edmondfon’s Peerage, ¢ Fa~
mily of Chatham.”

- The parifh has been_the feene of fome altions in the hiftory of

. the kingdom. Neaf the mouth of the river, the rebels of Moray,’
Rofs, and Caithnefs, in the year 1078, made a ftand, to oppofe the
paﬂ'afre of Malcolm III. ; but, on feeing the refolution of the royal ~
army in fording the river, their {ubmiflion was offcred and re-.
ceived, at the interceffion of the priefts. .

In the year 1110 an army of rebels halted at the mouth of the

' Spey, to difpute the paffage with Alexander I. purluing them.
The King, forcing the paffage, fo terrified the rebels, that they‘

" were eafily defeated by a detachment ‘of the army, under the cone

duét of Alexander Scrimger.

In the year 1160 a rebellion; ftill more formidable, was quelled
by Malcolm IV. in a battle that muft have happened on the moors
of this parith, wherein the Moray people were fo completely rout-
ed, that the’ chief families of this turbulent province wére’ re-
“moved to different’ parts of the kingdom, and others tranfplantcd
in their room.

In the year 1650 King Charlcs I1. landed at Speymouth from
Holland. A manh of the name of Milne carricd his Majefty on
fhore, and his defcendants are yet diftinguifhed from others of the
fame name in Garmach, by the appellation of King Miines. His

03 . . - Majefty
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Majefty was recewed by the nght of Innes, and. other gentle-
‘men, and dined with ‘the fteward of Lord Dumfermhng, at that
time the proprietor of the lordfip of Urquhart, .in a houfe of
‘Garmach, built, as has been defcnbed, of mortar, and of late
©only taken down ; and in this houfe it was, that kis Majeﬁy fub-
Acribed the Solemn League and Covenant.

.
OO e

NUMBER IL
PARISH OF uxgummr.

Sziuatzon. Soil, and Ctzmate] —THe. pan{h of Urquhart may
=bc underftood to extend acrofs the low lands of Moray, from the
fea upon the N. to the mountain op the S. about ¢ miles, though
in this fpace one farm of the parifh of Speymouth intervenes; and
{o little of the cultivated ground lies on the fouthern fide of the

_poft-road, that it may be confidered in a general view as forming
its boundary, as it paflfes from Elgin at the W. to the river Spey
* gt the E. for the length of 4 miles, parallel almoft to the Firth,

* at the diftance of 3 miles on the N. The fea-.coaﬁ which is

about 6 miles in extent, is low and fandy; and as no brook or rie
wulet falls in between Spey And the water of Lofly, there is no

. creck or landing place of any kind. Grain, which is the only ar-
ticle of exportation, is fhipped in the harbogrs of Speymouth or
Loflymouth s and coal, the great article of importation, muft be
carried over-land from the {fame harbours, the former at the dif-

. tance of 4, and the other of 6 miles. In addition to what has
been already faid of the climate, it is only to be obfeived, that its
fuperiority aver that of the high country ia moft remarkable in
the fpring months. While all the operations of hufbandry are go-

* ing forward in the low parts of Moray, they meet with a total in-
terruption in the high country, diftant only a few miles, by the
intenfenefs of the froft, of the depth of the frow. The winters
likewife in gencra] are. o temperate, that feveral plants, commenly
ranked in the hot-houfe divifion, ftand throughout that feafon, in
the gardens of Innes-Houfe, lofing little of their verdure. It may
ikewife be obferved, as another evidence of the excellence of this
- glimate, that in the famme which prevailed over Scotland for 7
: yean
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~ years in the end of the laft century, owing, to the cold and wet
feafons, the land in Moray was all that time fo produtive, as ta -
fpare confiderable quantities of grain; and it is well afcertamed,
that in thofe years of dearth, people came from the county of Anx
gus ta buy oat-meal at the rate of L.1. 10s. the boll, to be carried
acrofs the Grampian mountains, at the diftance of about 160 miles.
“Towards the' N. Wi part of the parifh, the land is low.and flat,
and a few feet only above the level of the fea, of which at a re~ |
mote period it-has been the bottom, as there are evident marks of
the fea having receded from the coaft. - The foil here may be ac-
<counted loam. In the other quarters of the p;m{h the graund is
greatly more elevated, and of an unequal wavmg furface ; and the
{foil, though in general fandy and light, is of a kindly and fertile
nature, well adapted for turnip, potatoe, barley, and all kinds of
artificial graffes, and a confiderable part would be extremely fit
for wheat, could manure in fufficient quantities be produced.
State of Property.]—Four-fifths of this parifh are the property
‘of the Earl of Fife. About 26 years ago, his Lordthip, being pro-.
prietor of confiderable eftates in the adjacent parifhes, purchafcd
the eftate of .Innes; and he lately acquired the lordfhip of Urqu-
Jart, partly by an excambion with the family of Gordon, and
_partly by the purchafe of feveral fmall feus, which had eriginally
thereto appertained, and thus became pofiefied of fo large a track
©of contiguous property, comprehending a great varicty of ground,
that he became enabled to cbmplete plantnt.ons of very large ex-
tent, which add much to the ornament and convenience of the
country. Some moors and hills of great extent are planted, and
2 number of little rifing grounds are covered with fingular good
_tafte, making their appearance with relation to each other ex-
tremely beautiful. In all thefe plantations, the Scots fir at pre-
Aent predominates ; but' many of thefs are yearly cut down, and,
‘the voids filled up with deciduous trees. Prcvious to the year
_3779, when about one half of thefe plantations were formed, 3000 '
Scots firs were planted on each acrc; but fince that that time,
.1200 only. Lord Fife has alfo enclofed many fields by hedges and
' 'hcdge-rows, whith are carried in part along the highways, afford-
.ing confiderable warmth and utility. In a valley bending north
and fouth, ftands his feat of Innes-Houfe, in a park of canfiderable
,extent, diverfified by groves of full-grown lofty trees, young fhoot-
‘ ing

~
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mg plantations, verdant fields; and a fmall winding river, expanded
in fome places into a lengthened lake, and at others contracted
into a neat cafcade, decorated by a waving gravel path, and feveral
CLinefc bridges. The approach to the houfe bends in a winding:
courfe through the grove, and terminates in an open lawn, having
'a very extenfive, but irregularly-formed garden on one fide, in
which are long reaches of fruit-wall, covered with the richeft va~
riety of fruitage, pears, cherries, plums, nectarines, and peaches.
There are alfo many lofty foreft trees, among which numbers of
common fruit trees. luxuriantly mingle. -In the houfe are con-
joined the magnificence of the Gothic caftle to the elegance of the
modern feat. It rifes to the height of four, ftories. It makes two
fides of a fquare, but of unequal length, having a {quare tower in
the angle, which is occupied by the ftair-cafe within :-it rifes higher
than the buddmg, and is complctcd by a {mall round turret, open~
ing into its level roof, which is {urrounded by a fecure ftonc bal-
Juftrade; and inftead of the dead-wall heavy mafonry, of which
the chimney-ftacks of modern buildings are compofed, each vent
fprings lightly from the blue rocf, in its own feparate airy co-
* luma. The ground floor is occupied by the neceflary houfehold
' accommodations The firft floor cortains a fuite of three magni-

icently fuperb rooms, in which are a number of portrait piGtures:

of Kings of England, Princes, and Queens, and of other perfon-
ages of diftinguithed memory, many of them large as the life, and
in the various drefles of their refpetive generations. There are
alo a few hiftorical and other paintings, and feveral ancient hif=
- toric prints of the ]argeﬂ: fize, in very coftly frames, with plates
of the moft tranfparent mirror glafs. 'The ftories above are oecu-
pied by the bed-chambers : among them is one fplendid dreffing
room, finifhed with paper richly painted in the Chinefe manner,
on which a variety of trees of exotic growth thoot from the floor
to the cieling, their branckes animated by numbers of tropical
birds, in various attitude, fize, and form, each however of thg
moft delicate plumage, and of the moft vivid colours. .
The only other heritor is John Innes of Leuchars, who has
about cne- ﬁfth of the real rent of the parlfh which he acquired
abomut the year 1781 from another gentleman of the fame name,
who hzd built a handfome houfe, and given fome attention to the
draining of the land. Since the prcfﬂnt gentleman became the

propnetor,

\
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proprictor, he has beeh attentive to raife hedges and firipes of
plantation about the fields round his houfe, of the beft kinds of
deciduous trees, fuch 2s oak, afh, witch elm, and a great propor-
tion of larix, befides feveral clumps. of Scots fir, fimilar to thefe
exccuted by Lord Fife. The farms are in general rather fmall for
encouraging f{ubftantial improvements in agriculture : there are a
few that may contain from 60 to 100 acres; but the common run
is from 20 to 30. The rent of thie land waries according to the
nature of the foil: there are fome fields let for 20s. the acre, while
others are below 10s. 5 the average may be from tos. to 13s.

.. The valued rent is L.5567. 1 58 3dv Scots, of which 1pperta1ns

to the eftate of Leuchars, L.437./3s. 3d.

_ Ecclefraflical State.]—The Earl of. Fife acquired the patronage
from the family of Gordon, in the excambion that has been 2lready
mentioned. The ftipend, by decreet Feb. 1793, is 8 chalders vic-
tual, L.40 fterling, including L.5 for communion elements, and 2
glebe confifting of 5 Scots acres. The fchoolmatter’s falary is 12
bolls of oatmeal, and 6 bolls of barley : the other emoluments are
fimilar to thofe of Speymouth already mentioned. The funds for-
the fupport of the poor are fome bequeathments, yielding L.2. 115,
4d. fterling of yearly intereft, and the donations colle&cd from
the congregation of the parifh church, amounting to L.1o yearly,
which are divided among the poor enrolled in the parifh lift, being
20 in number at an average. The members of the Eftablithed
‘Church are 1030:-the Diffenters are 20, conﬁ(’cmg chx»ﬂy of Ann—
"burgher Seceders.

M:fcellancous Irgformatwn ]—The people are in geﬁeral vely
fober and induftrious in their feveral occupations, which are as
well directed as their fituation and circumftances will permit.
Within' thefe 20 years, a great change to the better may be re-
marked in their clothing, their cleanlinefs, and every cther cir-
cumftance that tends to make life more agreeable. There is ore
lake in the parith, the loch of Cottes. Pike is the orly fith it
contains: in winter it is frequented by a confiderable numher of
fwanss in the'fpring and autumn, by flocks of wild gecfe, ducks,
and other water-fowls. In the upper part of the parifk, the lake
of Lochnaboe borders upqgn its limits at the weft: the extenfive
p]a'xtatlons already mentioned are carned round its banks,.and

with the watcr, swhich is uncommonly limpid, forms a moft de-
lightful-
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Eghtful fcene.. Thefe improvéments have however been attended
with cne difadvantage. In fome fevere winters, feveral years ago,.
a few ﬁags and hinds from the forefts of Glenfiddich and Glen-
avon, took up their refidence in the plantations round Lochnaboe,.
and never returned to their native forefts, but increafe in numbers.
every year, by breeding and by frefh emigrants. They make a
fine appearance, and afford’ much. amufement to the fportfmans;
but they are hurtful both to the plintations and agriculture..
Throughount the {ummer, in the night, they pafture on the corns;,
in the winter, on the turnip; and as the crops of wheat and rye
advance in the fpring, they are particularly deftrudtive to thefe;.
but the ftem of the potatoe feems to be their favourite food, as
they pafs through fields of corn to browfe upon them. Where the
‘corn fields lie fo near'to their haunts of every hand, it will proba~
bly in a thort time be found neceflfary to drive them back to their
original habitation, or, after the example of the Earl of Moray in:
the weft, to keep hounds for the purpofe of their utter extirpation.
Although thefe plantations have attracted the deer, they have not
been favourable to the increafe of patndges and hares, owing to
the protc&wn which they afford to beafts and birds of prey. Were
- fmall premiums to be provided: for the deftruétion of fuch vermin,
it would prove more effeCtual for encreafing the quantity of game,
than all the reftriftive laws that ever were, or ever will be ena&ted.
" The hiftory of the priory of Urquhart has been alrcady given.
‘The fite of it has been lately converted into arable fiecld; and the
name of the Abbey Well, which is ftill given to the fountain that

fupplied the monks w1th water, is the only memorial of it that
now remains.

NUMBER 1iII.
PARISH OF ST. ANDREWS LHANBRYD. e

Situation, Soil, Climate. ]——WHEN popery was the eftablifhed
re‘wnon in the province of Moray, it was an article of faxth that
the fp'nts of departed faints, though refident in heaven, beheld the
tranfaltions upon earth; contmued to be concerned in mortal af-
fairs, and had intercft with the Almighty to obtain fpecial favours |
for
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for thei friends below: - Much prayer was therefore made to dead'
faints, and} mary horotits were beftowed, in order to win the re~

gard of fuch aniong them as were believed to have moft credit idf |

_heaven, or were by accidental circumftances more affetionately at<
tached to any parficular diftrict of this lower wotld. 'On this ac-
ccount, churches, chapels, and altags, were erefted in honoiir of
particular individual faints, even before the divifioni” of the kings
dom into parifhes took place. The apoftle Andrew, it was be-
lieved, had appeared in a vifion, promifing'ts King Hungus the
viGtory ovet the cncm'y ;7and his relicks had been alfo miracutoufly
employed in converting the nation to the faith -ofthe gofpe!: being
therefore in thofe ages a‘peculiar favourite, the church, which gave
his name to the parifh, was erefed to the honour of his memoty.

A Welch Iafs a]fo, of the name of Bridget, had acquired fuch
diftinguithed teputation as a faint, that Dr-"Macpherfon of Slate,
Diff. 15. fhews caufe to believe, that the whole ‘of the Weftern
Ifles of Scotland were put under her particular protetion, and fo
much apptopriated to her, that Hebrides ot Ey-Brides, being lis
terally tranflated, mean the Iffands of Bridget : and her Gaelic
name of Bride is ftill reeognized in the denomination of no fewer
‘than 6 of the parithes of the church of Scotland, there being 4
Killbryds, Panbryd, and Lhanbryd, all fignifying Bridget's Church.
For illie being originally . the Erfe word for Jfeivant, came to de-
note the church. where the fervant of the Divinity officiated § and

" its fignification was by degrees extended to imply alfo the burying
place, which, on account of the confecrated. oround, bccame infe~

* parably connefted with the churchs- e -

In the dther denomination, the word pan is a corruptmn of the
Latin fanum, or phanum, 2 temple, derived from a Greek word

 fignifying light, becaufe oracular illumination Avas there vouch~

fafed. Thus the lands, which were beftowed upon the canons of
the Elgin cathedral, are ftill named the Pans ; and:the adjoining
gate, which led through the college to the cathcdral, ftill bears the
appellation of the Pans Port. - .

The laft denomination /kan, in the éxigimal: Brmih or Welch
language, is a grove, and from the .facred places of the Druids, it
-bas been in that tongue appropriated alfo For church.

This parifh-meafures about 3 miles from E..to W. along the high

way from Spey to Elgin.* Its territory extends from the fea to the
- P mountain,
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mountain; although the inhabited ground from N. to 8. meafures
only about 4 miles, exclufive of an improvement, one niile diftant
on the fouth, disjoined by an intervening fkirt of the parifli of El-

- gin, to which it pertains. It was originally the moor. where the
cattle were colle@ed, for drawing part of the tythes of both pae
rithes, before they were conyerted inte money, from which it re-
tains the name Teind-land; and on account of its diftance from-
Elgin, the inhabitants have in general ranked themfelves in this
parith. The general appearance of the country is a plain, inter<
tupted however by feveral of thofe low intervening ridges, by
whnch, as has been faid, this country is diverfified, all of them be-
mg covered with: cofn, or grafs, or plantatlons of wood. The

© air is healthful and dry;, and the foil in general fapdy, yet: fertile
where it is low and damp.

State of Property.]—The parifh at prefent is fhared among 8 pro.
prictors. The Earl of Fife has the whole of what had been the pa-
rith of Lhanbryd, and the ancient barony of Kilnalemnoc in St. An-
drews, valued togethenin the cefs books of the county at L.1629.
128, 8d. Scots. The Hon. George Duff has Barmuckity, in the mid-’
dle of the parifh, of L.462. §s. Scots of valued rent. The Earl of
Findlater holds Linkwood and Linksfield in the weft, with part of
the linds of Newmill, amounting to the valuation of L.644- 2s. 3d.
Scots. William King of Newmill Efq. has the lands in the vici-
nity of Elgin, amounting to L.203 Scots of valuation. Although
there are feveral handfome houfes in the patifh, particularly at Link- "
wood, yet Pitgaveny, the property of John Brander Efg. is the only

. family feat. It is a fuperb modexn houfe, an oblong-fquare of 4
fories, having a double-ridged roof, rifing fo far within a battle.
ment, as to form a-pleafant walk around. The front door is in the
weftern fide, between two lofty Doric columns, rifing from the
fanding place of a fpacious flight of fteps, and fupporting a maf-
{ive pediment above : it opens into the principal floor, which, be-
fides the hall and flairs, contains an ample parlour; breakfafting
room, library, and bed-chamber ; the great drawing room, and frate
bed-chambers,' are in the third ftory. - The ftone of the walls is fu-
perior.in"whitenefs -and durability to the Portland ftone, and more
 eafily ; formed.” The building ftands on a gentle eminence, com-
m:mdmg Innes-houfe rifing throngh its groves, and the wxndmgs
of the river Lofly, on: the caft; oz the weft, a ftretch of the'lake of .

Spymc, |
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Spynie, bending hke a great river between its green banks, which
rife to fuch a height as to conceal its termination at either end.
On the-neareft, ftind the ruins of the Bithop’s palace: an object
perhaps more defirable in its prefent defolation, than when occu-
pied by its lordly owners; who, if they-attained that rank by their
own merit; became in general craftily rapacnous, or, if raifed to it
by mere intereft, turned out to be abfurdly arrogant. A wide ex-
tent of the richeft corn-field lies every-where around, -enlivened
with ‘neat farm-fteads, herds, and plantations: the reighbouring . -
city of Elgin fmokes behind an intervening green hill: at a dif=
tance, the blue mountains of Sutherland fkirt the northern hotizon,
and the Moray Firth rolls its azure waves along their dufky ‘bot-
toms. The domains of ‘this houfe extend over large portions of
the parithes of Drainy and of Duffus, on the other fide of the Iake.
. The valuation here is L.341. 2s. 8d. Scots. The lands of Dunkinty
. and St. Andrews, feparated by the river Lofly, appertain to John
Tanes Efg. of Leuchars, and are valued at L:802. 6d. Scots ; and
there i3 the fmall eftate of Scotftownhill, about 5o acres, valued
at L.88. 14s. 6d. Scots, acconntcd a 4o fhilling land of old extent,
and the freehold of a branch of the family of Altyr: there is be-
fides, a fmall property in the Barflat hills, a valuation of L.24. gs.
1d. Scots, which in the Taft generation was beffowed by Gordon

of Cairafield, for the fupport-of the Epifcopalian chapél in Elgin';
making the valued rent of the whole parith, L.4222. 1s. 8d. Scots:
The farms in the parith amount to the number of 80; many of
them containing from 100 to 200 acres; about 18 of them are
* occupied. by people in the chara&er of gentlemen, and about 12,
being in the improvement of the Tiendland, ought rather to be aca
counted as belonging to the parifh of Elgin. N

The'rent by the acre, on moft of them, is varied every year By -
the vatiation of the price of grain, in which a portion of the rent
is ftill'generally paid. The mean rent miay be ftated at 17s. the =
acre, though a great proportion of moft farms can be only valued
at gs. the acre, while fome part of almoft each, if feparately let,
would exceed a guinea by the acre of yearly. rent.

Ecclefaftical State.]—It has not been with precifion afcertamca,
at what time the divifion of the kmgdom mto parithes took place.
" 1t is prefumed this could not be carried at orce into complete ef-
fc& ; alterations in the extent of “parifkes have from time to time

' . P2 ' been
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beea made, as the intereft or convenience of parties concerned in

the varymg circumrotation of human affairs might fuggeft; and
convenience in this refped,’ in many cafes, is ftill far from being
yet attained.

In this parith, the chapel ‘of Kilnalemnock was probably an
apartment confecrated within the caftle at Forrefter-feat, and upon

_its dempolition would naturally fall into St. Andrews: and the
chapel of Inchbroom muft have been difpofed of in the fame mane’

ner, upon the fuppreflion of the priory of Urquhart, upon which

xt is fuppofed to have depended. It does not appear that there ever

was a burial place but at the laft of thefe chapels.

In 1642 the parifh of Ogueftown, at prefent a part of the parifh
of Drainy, was united to St. Andrews. The bifhop drew the
great tithes of bath ; leavmg, with the whole paftoral duties, the
fmall tithes only to the vicar, which, valucd at L.6. 11s. 11d. are
rontinued a part of the ftipend of St. Andrews.

In 1780 the parith was formed into its prefent ﬂmape, by the an«
nexation of St. Andrews to Lhanbryd. .The flipend is ted chal-
ders, 4 bolls, and L.26. 13s. 9d. including the allowance for com-

- munion elemcnts The former burying grounds are continued

hut the parochial church is ere@ed in a fituation more commodi-
ous for.the people i in, gencral, than the old churches were for their
refpeétive congregations, 'The right of patronagg is now fhared
between the Crown and the Earl of Moray. .The members of the
Eftablithed Church age about 7003 and the Diffenters, being Epif-
copalians, Seceders, and Methodxfts, are about 40.

In 1994 the fchools which were at St. Andrews, and. Lhanbryd
were, by the proprietors of the parith and the prefbytery, con-

. ]omcd into one parochial fchool, 2nd the building ere&ed conti-

guous to the church. The falary is 14 bolls of bear, and L.4. 3s.
fterling; the reft of the emoluments being fimilar to the cther
,parochml fchools in the country. The fund for the poor arifes
;partly from four {mall bequeathments made in other times, and
from the halfpence ngen by the people who attend the parifh

- church, amounting. in whole to about L.16 ﬂcrlmg in the year;
* which, after the legal deduion to the feffion clerk, and a fmall

fee to the church officer, is, without expence to the hcntors, di-

vided half-yearly among a roll of about 30 people, in proportson to

 tle urgency of thcxr refpe&xvc needs,

: LM
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- Mifcellaneous :Inﬂ)rmatién.]—Therc isa mingral fpring in the'

Tiendland, of a ftrong chalybeate kind. It has not yet acquired
muych celebrity, though it has given relief to all. who have made
proper trial'of its effects. The river Loflie, entering the parifh to-
wards the N. W. corner, dividesit there from the town of Elgin,
and continuing its courfe eafterly through- the parith forvncarly
two miles, turns xound towards the north, until it reaches the fca
at the village and harbour of Lofliemouth, having a corncr of the
parith of Urquhart croffing its channel, interjeCted between the
eftate of Pitgaveny apd the Earl of Fife’s property of Inchbroom. -
_. There are three lakes on. the confines of the parifh. - That of
Spynie is the largeft, which-though equally, rather mare extea-
fively connefted with the parifhes.of Drainy and Duffus on its
northern fide, and that of Spynie itfelf lying along the greater part
of its fouthern bank, yet the coftly drain, fo advamtageouflly made
by Pitgaveny, naturally leads to its confideration here; and to
make an entire connected account of it at once, nray avoid repetia
tion, and be more diftin&, than to narrate the detached circum-
ftances as they would occur in thefe pan(heS‘ apart.. -

. In the account of the parifh of Urquhart, it was obferved, that
thcrc are evident marks of the fea having receded from the coaft;
and there are pretry fatisfactory indications in the appearance of
the ground, and particularly by the beds of oyfter thells, which,
though not now found on the coaft, are frequently difcovered en

' the banks of the lake, feveral feet. below the furface of the eaith,

that. at fome other. penod this lake muft have been an arm or
firait of the ocean, open in breadth at the eaft, nearly rom the

il of Garmach to- the head-land behind Lofly:touth, and ftretch-

jng, weftward over the plain, till it again joined the Frith at the
village of- Burghbead. The general elevation of this tralt does
et yet exceed 4 feet above the level of the fea, fave in one nar-
xqw fpace, acrofs from the corner of the hill of Ro[clﬂc, where the
eddy wind accumulating the duifting fand, it has been raifed tq

" the height of {3 feet.

-Thei u'ruptxon of the Goodwin Sands happened in the tenth cen-

'inry, in the reign of Malcolm III. and from Buchanan’s hiftory it

might be inferred, that its effects were not limited to that quar-
ter alonc, but muﬂ: havc extended over all the eaftern coaft of
Britain,
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Britain. “ Among the prodigies of that period,” fays he, * may
¢ be reckoned an inundation of the German ocean, fo extraordi=
“ nary, as not only to have overfpread and overwhelmed the
¢ country-with fand, but to have overturned alfo vﬂlages, towns,
¢ and caftles.”

" Anotlier Ttorm, exttemely violent alfa, happened in the r3th
- éentury, upon the eaftern coift of Scotland. -““In the year 1266
¢ a great wind arofe from thé north, on the eve of the feaﬁ of the
¢ 11000 vxrgms, and the -fea 'broke in, and ma'ny ‘houfes and vile
¢ lages were overwhelmed. There never was fuch a deluge,”
fays Fordun; lib. x. c. 22, fince the times of Noah, as appears

< from its traces-at this day” (ficut adhkuc vefligiamanife eftant ).

To one or both of thefe ifruptions.may be afcribed, with fore
degree of probability,. the feparation of the lakeof- Spynie from
the fea, which is occafioned by a beach of pebbles, gravel, and fand,
extending fouthward from Loﬂ'ymouth for about 3 miles along
the fhore. 1In fome places it is more than a mile-in breadth, and
. govers an extent of about 560 acres: its general height is about
20 feet above the hlgh water mark 3 but it is cut out almoft to the
level of the fea in many channels, from 5o to' roo yards widé,
waving parallel to the thore. Towards its fouthern end, it has
acqmrcd a thin furface of foil, producing dwarfith heath and ju-
siiper, and has been lately planted with Scots firs; ‘but, in many
places of great extent, it -has yet 2cquired no fward, and the peb-
bles, gravely and fand, are {till as bare as when juft left by the fea.
It evidently appears to have been fuperinduced by the extreme
violence of fome dire comotion, which at once taifing this im-
menfe mafs of rounded ftone and fandy gravel from the bottom of
the ‘ocean, poured it with an ovcrﬁowmg rapidity’in the opening
.of the bay, "penetrated farther upon either fide, where the fhallowr
water could give leaft refiftance; but where its depth towards the
middle muft have-given the grcateﬁ oppofition, 'its ‘progrefs feems
to have been firft cheeked, and a femi-cireular mound of the larger

pebbles has been raifed, with a ftriking regu}anty, upon a bottorm
of fea-fand, now clothed with grafs. The conneltion with the
ocean being hereby cut off, the mechamcal ‘viblence of the ad«
vancing furge, and the fubfiding agitation of the retreating waves,
would *aturally form the altemmc channels' and ridges, which

. - havsg
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“have been def¢ribed, upon this new fhore, not then fo cohefive as
it is now, when confolidated by the long-continued influence of
the power of gravity, hardly at the -firft ‘exerted on the gravel,
almoft floating on the flill intermingled water. - The bottom of the -

- hake, if at that time fo _deep as the fea, muft have been gradually
fince then filled up, both by the winds and the waters fweeping
down the fand and the mud, chiefly from the weft, where the
. bottom of the lake has of courfe been firft converted ints-dry pro-
dudtive land..

The communication with the fea at the wck appears to have
been gradually cut off. Until this was completely effeCtuated,
it is evident-that a paffage would be again opened at the eaft, upon
the'fubfiding of the ftorm: This appears to have been effeQed in
the courfe of the prefent’canal, and of the river Lofly, which at
that time entered the lake upon-the eaft fide of the caftle of Spynic. -
Thefe circumftances are afcertained by the chartularg of Moray,
fol. 93. in a'proteft taken in the year 1383 by the Lord Bifhop
Alexander Bar, againft the noble Lord John Dunbar, Earl of Mo~
ray, and the burgefles of Elgin, refpeQing the right of the fithing
and of the harbour.
¢ Item,” fays his Lordﬂnp, in the fecond artu:le of thxs proteft,
 Becaufe "the port of Loffy, otlzerugﬁz of Spynie, and the" fithing
¢ grounds in difpute, are within the marches and limits, and with-
“ in the extent of the faid lands of Spynie and Kinnedar, ard the
$ ifland {probably Inchbroom], the extent of which along the
% banks is'diftinétly and univerfally known. |
¢ Item,—Becaufe the Bifhops of Moray, dur predeceﬂ'ors, with
¢ the knowledge and fufferance of the Earls, and of the burgefics
¢ of Elgin, had, and were in the ufe of having,- the inhabitants of
« the village of Spynie, in the name and right of the Bithops of. -
- Moray, fithers of fea fith, failing with their wives and familics
" ¢ from Spynie to the fea, and rctummg in their boats with the
¢ fithes to the faid:harbour.
¢¢ Jtem,—Becaufe our immediate predeceflor, John lemorc, of ’
¢ worthy memory, intending to improve. and deepen the courie of
¢ the faid harbour, laboured therein, neither by force, nor fecretly,

.¢¢ nor dependently, but in his own right, 2s mafter of the.faid has-
¢ bour, and turned .the courfe of .the water out of its ancient
¢ channel, by fink{yg-little boats there; the Larl of Mariyand the

¢ burgefles
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- burgeﬂ'es of Elgin, who were: at that tine, knowing and pet-
¢ mitting' it.

-¢¢ Jtem,~—Becaufe we avér, tnd undertake to prove, that the

« faid Bithops of Moray, each in his owh time, had and were in the

¢¢ ufe of having, and we in our time have had, and now at prefent

¢ have fifhers, with cobles and boats, for catching falmon, grilfes;
¢ and finnacs, and other kinds of fith, with nets and hooks, fingly

¢ and united, in the grounds in difpute, in name and right of the .

o Table Epifcopal of the Bifhops of Moray, without impediment
¢ or oppofition, the prefent difpute excepted, from the Eatl of
“ Moray, or from the burgefles.of Elgin.

¢ Jtem,—Becaufe dur predeceflors and ourfelves, and othcrs in
¢¢ their name and in ours, have exercifed, and do at prefent exera
"¢ cife, thofe aéts of navigation, in condti&mg boats to the fed;
¢ and bringing them back, in throwmg nets and hooks, and catch-
¢ ing fith alone and in companies.” .

It is not known whether Lofly was turned, clear of the lake,
into its prefent courfe, by-accident or defign; but it is certain,

that fomé time poftérior to the age of Bifhop Bar, the lake had -

been reduced to a lefs extent than its prefent bed; for when the
ancient drain was improved intp the prefent canal, the courfe of
ridges wholly divefted of fward, the formation of artificial roady,
inclofuresy and every token of dncient and unknown cultivation,
moft evidently-and unexpetedly appeared. Among thefe, in 2
Jmall ifland towards .the .weftern end of the lake," a quantity of
peat-athes were found, upon breaking up the ground, buried
under the turf wall of a cottage, that had been inhabited ; and
among the athes were found a fmall number of coins, a little trea
* fure that had been concealed ‘under the hearth, upon fome alarm
" of danger.- A caufeway.alfo at that time emerged, formed of free—
ftone from the quarry, quite acrofs the lake, with openings for the
© paffage. of the water, each about 3 feet. wide, ‘covered with broad
flag ftone. This revived the recollection of a circumftance then
almoft forgotten, that this caufeway was called the Bifhop’s Steps,
" and had been formed by: his. order, to allow his vicar to get from St.

Andrews, after the fervice of the forenoon, to officiate at Oguef- *

-town in the evening .of each Sunday.: Near to'the caftle alfo,

where the water was deepeft, an artificial ifland was difcovered, of-

2n oval form, about 6o by 16 paces, .appearing to be compafed of
\ ftone
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fone from the quarry, bound together by crooked branches of o2k,
.and as if the earth with which it was completcd had been wathed
away during its fubmerfion.

The limits of the lake howeves, at this period of ancient culti-
vation, canrot now be accurately a{certained. Negle€ted moft pro-
bably during the difaftrous ftruggle between Epifcopacy and Pref-
bytery, it had fpread out fo as to extend to the length of 4 miles,
and in no part of lefs breadth than one, covering the fpace of 2000
acres. Of thefe, Pitgaveny, by taking off 3 feet 4 inches of the

~ depth of the lake, has, at his own expence, recovered 11623 of
which there appertains to his own eftate in the three parifhes that

have been already mentioned, — — 8co acress
To the eftate of Gordonftown, in the parith of Dramy, 104
To the eftate of Duffus; in the parith of Duffus, 132

To the eftate of the Earl of Fife, in the parifh of Spynie,
. including the Bifhop’s Precind, belonging to thv

Crown, — — — 72
To the eftate of Findroffie, in the parifh of Spynie, [§
And to the eftate of Weftfield in the fame parifh, . 3

1162

But the whole of this extent has not been fo completely drained -

as to admit of proper cultivation. Various fpeculations, concern-
ing this object have been fuggefted ; but as the level every way
has been accuritely afcertained, the mofl proper courfe for the
drain may be readily and certainly determined.

The decpeft part of the lake to the eaftward of the caftle, pro-
bably where the harbour had been deepened by Bifhop Pilmore,

being ten feet, is found to be one lower than the chanmel of the

river at low water In the harbour of Loffymouth; but an imme-

diate communication with the low water-mark of the fea, upon

the weft of the Coulard hill, would at fpring tides give a fall of
nearly 15 feet, and at ordinary tides of nearly 10, which would
be fufficient to drain the lake : but as by much the greatef part of
its bottom is now only from 4 to § feet deep, every advantageous
purpofe of improvement would be obtained, by bringing the pre«
fent canal down within the harbour. But as the river Lofly, op-
pofite to the bridge on the canal, in the road from Elgin to Lofly-
mauth, is ¢ inches higher than the canal, when both are in their

Q - ordinary
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erdinary ftate, and is often raifed by floods to the height of 7 or §
feet above the furface of the lake, and being diftant from the canat
only from 7 to 130 yards, it will be requifite in this courfe, to -
raife a fufficient embankment along that fide of the canal. This
" might be frugally accomplithed, by difpofing the earth that muft
- be yet thrown out in completing the formation of the canal, in the
form of a mound, as the banks are not yet fhelving enough to:
ftand in the gravelly foil through which its courfe is conduéted.
* Were this effeuated, 6 or 700 acres of more land would be
gained, and the whole laid more perfe&tly dry. The intereft of
the refpeQive landlords in this dcquifition may be readily inferred
from what they have already obtained. It would be alfo praéti-
cable to have carriage by water, not only (as in the time of the
Bifhops) up to the caftle of Spynie, but more than half a mile
nearer to Elgin, along the courfe of the Sey Burn. -
‘The lake of Cottes is on the other fide of Lofly, but in the neigh-
bourhood and on the fame level with that of Spynie, but confider-
ably ncarer to the fea; and, being quite unconneéted with the
river, might be drained at an expence proportionally inconfider-
able; and befides its own extent, which is.about 120 acres, 2 great
part of the adjoining fwampy plain would be thereby greatly im=
proved, and the country about Innes and Leuchars rendercd more
healthful. This lake is fupported by two brooks, each of fuch
confideration as to work the machinery of a corn mill. This
quantity of water united would be fufficient to keep the canal. .
from filling up, and might probably create, at the out—fall a fal-
inon-fithery of fome confideration.
+ The third lake to be mentioned is: Lochnaboe, in the fouth-eaft
corner of the parifh, defcribed in the account of Urquhart. It is
about 3 miles in circumference,. containing a {mall ifland, prettily
wooded. It is alfo furrounded by the foreft which the deer now
inhabit, and through which a rcad has been latc]y formed, offer-
ing an enchanting ride around the fhaded margin of - the plactd
lake. . It might be drained at a fmall expence; but appearing to
have been a mofs; long fince entirely dug up, the naked gravel of
its bottom would hardly admit of cultivation. v

. ‘ ’ NUMBER
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NUMBER 1IV. - ~
PARISH OF DRAINT.

Sttuation, Soil, Climate. ]—-'l;m; parithes which have been def-
cribed may, in a general view, be confidered as extending from

‘the fea to the mountain ; but hete the country opens to the wide-
‘nefs of 10 or 12 miles, and a'right line pafling over the plain, lry
‘the church of Drainy, would meafure the breadth of this parifl,

and that of Spynie and Elgin together. The coaft from Spey-
mouth to Loflymouth, moftly in the parith of Urquhart, lies.in
the direQion from fouth-eaft to north-weft, and has been defcrib-

‘ed a low flat fandy fhore. A rocky head-land, called Coulard, fig- .

nifying in the Gaelic, Back-Aeight, is here projeCted into the fea,
round which the coaft turning, trends more dire&tly weft to the

'head of the Frith at Beaulie. This head-land may be regarded 4s

the termination of a ridge raifed along the coaft for the whole
length of the parith, and continued far into Duffus, there being -
only one breach on the weftern end of the Coulard, through which
the level land ftretches to the fea. Between this ridge and the

Take of Spynie, lies the parith of Drainy, a Gaelic word, import-

ing, the thorny field, probably the natural prodution of the land
about the church before it was cultivated. The parith is 2 miles
in breadth, and 4 in length, with very little inequality of furface’; |
yet fearcely one half of this plain is reduced to a ftate of cultiva-
tion, the greateft part conﬁﬁmg of Barren moor, producing only

‘fhort heath, or coarfe benty grafs. The land under cultivation is

very fertile, partly a rich loam or clay, and partly a light, blacky or

-fandy foil. The climate is wholefome and mild. In the marfhy

parts both-of this and the parith of Duffus, agues were common

. about 30 years ago, but have for’fome time paft been totally

unknown. . .
State of Property.] Mr. Brander of Pitgaveny is the propnetor

“of the ealtern quarter of the parifh, the lands of Kinedur (in Gaelie,

CEAN-NA-DUR, the head in the water ), the valued rent of which is

:L.831. 12s. 8d. Scots, and not quite L.goo fterling of real rent. The

reft of the parifh, except the village of Loﬂ'ymouth is the property cf

- Alexr. Penrofe Cuming Gordon of Altyr, Efq. the valued rent "of

whichisL.2213.4s. 8d. Scots: beinga great part of the eftate of Gor- .
\ Q.2 donftown;
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donftown the family feat being near the weftern end of the parith, a
great heavy fquare building, faid to bein the Dutch ftyle. A confi-
derable part of the infide has never béen finithed. The approach isa
ftraight road between fquare enclofures and plantatxons, with an ar-
tificial pond upon one fide, about 300 yards in length, and 20 in

breadth, with a little ftagnant water fpread over its miry bottom. The l

offices are built round a court perfefily circular, occupying one acre
. of ground, and the pavement of the court regularly concave. Some
.. parts of this building are two flories high, which is fuppofed to
be the caufe, that in windy weather there is no fhelter within the
-coutt. This form of building offices appears to be commodious, but
has not been imitated. The real rent of the eftate .in this parith
is about L.8oo fterling. The farms in general are {mall, there
being only 3 that much exceed the extent of 100 acres : their num-
ber in whole is 68, The land rent, when paid in grain, is from
2 boll to a boll and an half of bear or oats, the Scots agre; but it
1s the pratice to give 5 firlots of oats for the boll, nearly. equal
to the Englifh quarter ; when let for money, the acre gives from
1538, to21s. Over a great part of the eftate of Gordonftown, the
tithes,of corn were drawn in kind, the teuth fheaf being taken off
the field by the proprietor. ‘This was accounted equal to the third
'part of the rent, but it has of late been given up.

* State Ecclefiaftical.]—The parithes of Kineadur and Ogueftown
were annexed in the year 1666, about which time the church was.
built, not in the moft centrical fituation of the prefent parith. The
patronage is a pertinent of the eftate of Gordonftown. The, fti-
pend, including the allowance for the communion,-is 72 bolls bar-
ley and oats, and L.52. 10s. fterling. The manfe, and glebe which
is about g acres, are at Kineadur, a mile eaftward from the church.

. At this place alfo, is the burying ground of the old parifh, where
the veftiges of the caftle, where the Bifhop refided before that of
Spynie was built, {till remain. The burying ground is alfo continued

. in the parifh of Ogueftown, where 2 magnificenttomb inthe Gothic
ftyle is raifed over the vault of the family'of Gordonftown. At
the parochial fchaol, there are about 6o fcholars inftructed in writ-
ing, arithmetic, reading Englifh and Latin. . The [chool falary is 12

" bolls of ‘barley, and L.3 fterling from the office of feffion-clerk,
befides the other perquifites and fees of parochial fchools. The
fund for the provifion of the poor does not exceed L. 20 fterling

. yearly;
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. yearly ; from wl'nch the falary of the clerk and beadle being deduct-
ed, the balance contributes to the fupport of about 5o poor. The
~ whole inhabitants are members of the Eftablithed Church, amount-
‘ing o about 1040.
Mifcellaneous Information.}r—The village of Lcﬁ'ymouth is the
harbour of the town of Elgin. A procefs carried on by Bithop
Bar, refpeting the right cf this port, was.incidentally mentioned

in the foregoing Number. It appears to have been begun by his .

Lordfhip’s arrefting a‘thip, the property of two of the Burgeffes.

- The narrative, in the g2d. fol. of the Chart. Mor. fets forth,  That -

* on Sunday the 7th ‘of June, while the Lord Bifhop was paffing
“from his* caftle of Kineadur towards tke church of Urquhart,
¢ through his water of Lofly, at the ford called Krannokiffi, he
* % found a certain bark, namely Farcof?, lying in his {2id water, near
“the fea; to which coming, he afked at the only perfon who was
“found on board, what the thip was called, to whom it apper-
*¢ tained, and by whofe permnﬂion it had entered that water, who
¢ replied, The bark ‘Farcoff was John de Lany’s, and had enter-
‘ ed there by the burgefles of Elgin; to whom the Bifhop faid,

“ that neither the burgeffes, nor any other, could grant fuch au.
% thority or permiffion, for that water and the whole channel was
“ the property of the church of Moray, and appertained to him,
¢ and to no other perfon, and on that account defired that a pledge
. * might be given him in name of arrefting the faid bark. Thata
“little ax was handed to the Lord Bithop, which, as only a pledge,
. *¢ the feaman requefted, in name of his mafter, might bc returned,
f¢ whicly the Bithop granted on the condition of its being reftored
¢ ypon demand.

‘¢ Likewife on the fame day, in the year 1383, in the month
¢ above-mentioned, the fame Bifhop, returning by the fame road,
© % found at the faid bark certain burgefles of Elgin, namely Phiiip
_ #«Byfet, and Henry Porter, taking out of the fhip fome barrels of
“ ale, and fome facks of tallow, and fome of meal of wheat, toge-
#¢ ther with horfes and fledges ftanding upon his ground of Kinea-
¢ dur, which, together with the thip, he by his own proper autho-
¢ rity arrefted, as unwarrantably. encroaching upon his church-
¢¢ lands, -and gave up the fame in pledge, at the inftance of the
¢ {atd Philip requefting it, in the name of the community of his
“« burgb, to be remitted t¢ ¢he faid Bifhop at his cathedral, upoa

¢ ctght

e



_azo PRESENT STATE QF ‘THE. PROVINCE. TChap. ton

¢ eight days requifition, thefe.to receive the iffuc and termination
¢¢ which the laws have been in ufe to grant.”"

Tt muft be prefumed, that the. Bifhop prevaxled in e(labhlhmg
his claim, which accordingly became a pertinent of the eftate of

Kineadur,. and was. only purchafed by the magiftracy of Elgin in .

the year 1698.: In the conveyance, it is defcribed as a piece of
wafte barren unmanured ground, and was nearly 8o acres of naked
gravel and fand, with an allowance on the quarries of the Cou-
latd, for the reftriCted purpofe of building and upholding the pier,
and. for the accommodations requifite for the town of Loffic-
mouth; for which the community became bound to pay yearly
L.2. 15.7d. fubjeting the inhabitants of Lofliemouth to be poinded
for any arrears that may-be incurred; and. to the.courts of the
fuperiory which he may hold either in the town or at the Burn of

Kineadur, for any riot “happening either among themfelves or

- with the fuperior’s tenants of the barony; and to fend a burgefs
of Elgin yearly to the head court, upon the firft Thurfday after
Michaelmafs, to.anfwer in their name'y and to allow the accommo-
dation of the harbour.to all fhips and fithing boats appertaining to
the fuperior, or freighted by.any merchant upen his account, or

cmploycd by him for exportation or importation, without payment
of any dues to the commumty Befides irregular (reets fronting

towards the fea, the town .is_laid out into four principal ftreets, 4t
xight angles to the fhore, each 42 feet wide, and commodious lanes
cutting acrofs.the fireets, equal to half their breadth, with a hand-
fome {quare and crofs in the midft. There are 175 feus marked
off on the plan, each 120 by 180 feet, granted for the duty of |

1

" 5s. each; but many remain to be taken, and many that have beeh
granted are not yet built : but'a nimber alfo of andfome houfes

“of two and three fories, containing more than 200 inhabitants,
‘have been ere@ed.. The harbour is fufficiently commodious for

-veflels about 80 tons burden. The community fay, that, priot to |

the year 1780, L.1200 fterling .had been expended in the forma- '

tion of the quay; fince that time, 2 pier oppofite on the other fide
the river, for clearing out the fand off the bar, has been erected at
the expence of L.2o000 fterling, from the funds of the town, aided

|

- by private fubfcription, and a donation of L.2co fterling from the

Convention of Boroughs. The land end of this new pier wa

lcft unfinithed, ard unable ‘to withftand the violence of wintér

ﬁorms 5

- . . )

J
|
|
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. florms. So much unheeded riination has befallen it, that L.200"

fterling at prefent would be infufficient to-prevent its acce~"

lerating fubverfion. There is only one floop and two fithing
boats ‘belonging to Lofliemouth : -but during one year 49 veflels
~from §5 to 6o tonms arrived, of which loaded with Englifh coals

were, - —_ = = 20
Scots coals, , — Sp— —_ — 6
- London goods, -— . - : — — 10
Leith goods, S — T - L — — 4
“Tanner’s bark, — — —_ - 3
Native falt, — I — N — 2
Bottles, flates, iron, lime—each 1, - - — 4

Total, 49

- The exports were 20 cargoes barley and oats, each at anaverage
_about 400 bolls, and an inconfiderable quantity*of peltry. There
are two other creeks in the parifh, Stotfield and Covefea, which
admit boats. On the eftate of Kineadur are 3 fifhing boats, each
yielding a yearly rent of L. fterling ; but every feventh year the
landlord is obliged to furnifh a new boat, which, rigged complete,
cofts about L.20 fterling. . The fith commonly caught are cod,
fcate, hollibut, “haddocks, whitings, faiths, and crabs, but none in
greater quantity than ferves the confumption of the: country.” OFf
late, however, a lobfter fifhery has been undertaken in the bay of
Stotfield, by an Englith company, for the London market, to which.
they are tranfported alive, in wells formed in the bottom of the
thips,- which communicate directly with the fea water: 6o,000
were in this manner conveyed the firft fummer, without any other
grecaution, except tying their claws to their fides :" they are caught
by bait in {mall iron traps, though a fimple invention, yet never
ufed before on this coaft. In the Coulard hill thete are dppear-
ances of lead : many detached mafles of ore are to be feen in the
porthern fide of the hill, where the rock is limeltone: fome ad-
wenturers however, from England, feverzl years ago, after expend.
Ing about L. 500, could difcover no vein worth working. But the
greater part of the Coulard, with almoft the whole of the Tidge
along the Covefea fhore, confifts of one uninterrupted mafs of free-

Rone, lying in horizontal firata, differing in thicknefs and in’

hardnefs ; one kind being white, of a fmooth, compa&t, and firm

- ' "fubftance, -
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fubflance, yet readily yielding to the hammer or the chifel; the
other kind-more brown or yellow, fofter, and more friable. There
are 4bout 20 mafons and nearly 4o labourers conftantly employed
in quarrying and cutting ftone to fupply the demand from this and
the neighbouring countries. ‘The weftern part of this ridge, upon
the Covefea coaft, forms a very bold fhore. The penetrating
_power of the.furge in winter ftorms, with the reiterated play of
the ocean, and the various whirl of the rebounding wave upon
the proje&ing cliffs of the freeftone rock, has formed feveral de-
tached pyramids, towers, and arches, of various be‘«}lt and form,
in fome places refembling the broken fhapelefs windows in 2 Gothiic
ruin, having the fea boiling around their bafes at each flow of the
tide. U.ld\.!’ this hill a’fo, there is a number of caverns, of whofe
formation it is difficult to conje&ture the origin, without fuppofing
the fea at fome period to have been fo much higher on the coaft as
to have in fccret wrought out the fofter materials, which might
have originally filled thofe fhapelefs vacuities. They all open
direétly to the fea; and it is likely that fome of them may extend
back to the land fide of the hill, as their dark recefles have never
can explored. Some of them are lofty even from the entrance,
" and their bounds every-where readily determinable; others, with
a low entrance, bccome gloomily lofty, and uncomfortably damp
within ; others are low, difmal, dark, and damp, throughout all
their windings. Neither the floor or roof of any are on the fame
level : fome of the lighteft are ufed as a thelter by the ftone cutters;
both from the heat and rain, and are in part filled by the chips
and fragments. One of them was occupied as a ftable to conceal
the horfes of the family of Gordonftown from the rebels, in the
jear 1745, and has the entrance built up into a neat door: another
behind the village of Lofliemouth had, in arcient times, beed
formed into a fmall hermitage, not exceeding 12 feet fquare: it
was completed by 2 handfome Gothic door and window, and com-
manded a long but a folitary view along the eaftern thore. Thefe
artificial decorations were torn down about 30 years ago, by a rude
' thipmafter; and in the courfe of working tlhe quarries, the whole
cave has been deftroyed. There was a fountain in the rock above
the hermitage, Ccalled St. Gerardine's Well: but neither this, nor
any other fprm" in the parifh, has acquired fame for medicioal
virtue.

‘ The
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. The inhabitants, like all others employed in hufbandry; are vo- -
buft and healthy They dre in general a fober, honeft, peaceable |

people, regular in their atteridance on the ordinances:of religion, -

rather grave than lively, feldom indulging themfelves ih any relaxa~
tion or diverfion. Crimes of enormity are unknown among them :
but this regularity of condu& muit be in part afcribed to the pos.
verty and depreflion of the people ; for the fituation of the fmaller
tenants in general is not comfortable: Few of them have any capis -
tal tg fet them out into the worjd, and fewer kave the inclination,
or the means,, of adopting the modern' impravements of hufbandry,
while the rents and the wages of fervants have of late been confi«
derably advanced.- - The women {pin linen yamn, by whichi, with-
the greateft application, they can only earn 3d. by the days: -
even this yarn, what is neceflary for home confumption excepted, )
is exported nnwrought 10 Edmburgh Glafgow, or the north of
England

\I.a.-ouo--ouoﬂo-%\o- v
NumBErR v.

PARISH OF DUFFUS. -

Situation, Soil, Climate.]—IN every region-of the earth where
the clime and foil do not fpontaneoufly afford the fubfiftence of -
man, it appears, by the earlieft-notices of hiftory, that fociety were
at firft fupported chiefly by the means of hunting ; that from the
hunter ftate, they made in general a fudden advance to that of the:
pattoral, indifpenfable to the more perfet ftate of agriculture.

" In a country fo narrow as this, it may be prefumed, that its dif-
ferent quarters, even in the hunter ftate, would be diftinguifhed by
names, which, though not appropriate now, have been yithout
change preferved The name of Duffus, ﬁgmfymg in the Gaelic”
black water, carries back the i 1magmatton to that early ftate of fo-
* ciety, when this flat courtry was an uncultivated foreft, almoft
every where deformed by gloomy black pools of fiagnate water.
The plain between the lake of Spy nie and the fca, continued for'
about five miles weftward from Drainy, forms the whole extent )

" of the pan{h of Duﬂ"us. Since taking oft the water from the lake,’
R : it
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it is extended about 3 miles in breadth: but the lake is net conti-
nued now, far upon the fouth fide, and the ridge along the coaft
is firetched only about one-third of the length, weftward of which
the fhore is fandy and flat, raifed only a few feet above the level of -
the fea. - Towards the midft both of the plain and parifh, at 1 little
diftance from the coaft, the green arable hill of Rofetfle embellithes.
the landfcape. It is not doubted but the fea once communicated
with the lake, along the wefl and fouth ﬁdes of this eminence,
which then formed the termination of the 1ﬂe, extended eaflward
" to the head-land of the Coulard at Lofliemouth. Along the coaft,
the whole length of the parifh, for the breadth of half a mile, may
be confidered as downs, the foi! fandy, mixed with flore, in fome
. places rifing in green ridges, compofed of lime-ftone rock. . To-
wards the middle-of this poor benty pafturage, between the hill of
Rofeifle and the fea, fome deétached fields are cultivated, and one
farm, of confiderable extent, offers a fohtary but commodious and
plealing refidence. The reft of the parifh is an unbroken arable
field, for the greater part a deep rich -clay, of the fame kind with
the carfe foil of Gowrie or Falkirk, producing weighty crops of
wheat, peafe, and beans. Towards its weftern end, the foil is black .
earth, very fertile, yielding crops of barley not to be furpaffed in
carlinefs, quality, or increafe, in any part of Scotland. In fome
places of this quarter, the foil is fo mixed with fand as to be de-
* prived of much of its fertility, and a great proportion of it hath
been deeply covered by dry fand, drifted almoft ten miles from
Coulbin, and its cultivation by man for feveral generations fuf-
pended, except a few fmall patches, which have of late been re.
covered by bringing the foil above the fand by the fpade.

State of Property,]—The valued rent of the parith, amounting
to L.g120. 6s. 1d. Scots, is thared among 4 proprictors, of whom
Sir Archibald Dunbar only is refident, in a handfome modern feat,
placed in a fmall'park, fheltered on the north by the church and
the village of Duffus, and on the other three fides bounded by fields,
and firipes of plantation. It commands an extenfive landfcape,
embellithced by every rural decoration. His property in this pa-
rith is valued at L.1800 Scots. A confiderable part of the eftate of
Gordonftown, lately augmcnted by, the purchafe of the lands of
Rofeifle, with which a part of it lay blended, lies alfo in this pa--
rifh, amounting now to the’ valuauon of L.1o1g Scots. Mr. Bran-

der
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der of Pitgaveny, 4s was obferved, holds a confiderable part of the
extent of this parith, but yet fo incompletely drained, as not to ad-
mit of perfet cultivation: it is valued at L.244. 18s. 11d. Scots.
The other two properties are inconfiderable: the one'belonging to
" Mr. Baron Gordon of Clunie is valued at L.g6: 7s. 2d. Scots, and
the other appertaining to Mr. Lewis Kay only at L.20. The farms’
are but of {mall extent: two only exceed 100 acres. A great pro-
_ portion of the parifh is rented at L.1 fterling the acre, and the ave-
rage equals three-fourths of that rate.

- State Ecclefraflical.]—The church is incommodioufly fituated in
the eaft end of a parifh of fuch length. . The burying place is a
fmall fquart inclofure around the church, having a pretty broad
road on each of its fides, rather roughly-caufeyed, but the work-
manthip of a party-of foldiers who were flationed here by Crom-
well. The ftipend, by decreet 1793, is 8 chalders of bear, and
L.g8. 6s. 8d. fterling, including the allowance for the communion.
The patronage has been in the pofleflion of Sir Archibald Dunbar
and his authors, fince the year 15a7. With the fees for teaching -
already ftated, and the flatutory falary as feffion clerk, the {chool«
" maftér has an eftablifhment of 7 bolls and nearly g firlots of bear ;
the number of fcholars amounting to about 50. The only provi-
fion for the poor arifes from the halfpence contributed by the te.
nants and their familiés who attend the parochial church, amount-
ing to.about L.14 fterling in the year, which, without expence to
the heritors, contributes to the fublfiftence of about 66 indigent
perfons, the number enrolled in the lifts of the fefion. The mem-
bers of the Eftablifhed Church amount to 1760: there are 30 Epif-
copalians, who, with a few neighbours from the parithes of Spynie
and Alves, have maintained a fmall meeting ever fince it was.the
" national rehgion and there are are 4 Seceders, of the Antiburger
fe@. There is a fmall burying ground at Burgh-head, for the ac-
commodation of that village: there was a chapel alfo there, where
public worfhip was long ago performed by the minifter of the pa-
rifth. Two hamlets bear the name. of College, namely Rofeifle and
Unthank. At the laft of thefe, the foundations of the chapel were
lately taken up to repair the mill. .

Mifcellancous, Information.]—The people, although poor and
deprefled, are not querulous: they are peaceable and well-difpefed:
and the diflike of cach other, on the account of d:vcrﬁty of religi-

- R ous
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pus opinions and modes of worﬂnp, has greatly fubfided among
them. They are fober, and but little addi&ed to the intemperate
ufe of fpirituous liquors. The village of Burgh head on the coatft,
the property of Sir Aichibald Dunbar, contains about 400 fouls.
A {mall number of the men are quarriers and' flone-cutters; but

the greater number follow a fea-faring life: 7 large boats, ‘with 6

_people on board, are hired for the Weftern Fifhery; 5 of the fame
kind are employed in frexghtmg commodities along the coaft; a
{loops; befides, are employed in tranfporting grain to the fouth of

-8cotland, and in bringing back coals; and there are a few fmall .

boats employed in ﬁﬂiing At this village, nature has pointed outa
ftation for a deep, capacious, and fafe harbour. It could be formed
at a moderate expence, the ftone Juﬂ waiting to be cut from the
adjoining rock; and, with little precaution, fuccefs would be cer-

tain. . Along the whole fouthern coaft of the Moray Frith, from -

Buchan-nefs, upwards 6f 100 miles, to Invernefs, there is no good
or fafe harbour. The advantage, therefore, of this-undertaking ap-
pears in the firongeft light, there being water of any neceffary
.. depth, on a fine bottom of blue clay, mofs, or fand, and fhelter from
every dangerous wind. It is nearly at equal diftance from Elgin
and Forres, and, with a good harbour, it would foon become the
" port of both towns. Commerce and manufatture would of confe-
quence fettle in this part of the country; and, with-an increafing

rifé in the value of the neighbouring farms, all the various advan-

tages arifing from 'them would quickly follow. "Here.at prefent

there is only a fithery, and but of fmall confideration. Cod; fkate,

ling, are fold at 1d. and 1id. the Ib. There are alfo hollibut,

mackarel, faith, and whiting. Turbot are on ‘the coaft; but the

people are not inftruéted in the art of fithing for them.. Haddocks

have been for years in fewer numbers, and farther from the land, in

deeper water than formerly. They: fell at 1d. each, 6 times dearer

. than before. « The ancient fortifications of Old Duffus and Burgh-
head have been already defcribed, Near the weftern end of the

ridge along the fhore, where the rocks rife to a great height, - the

foundation of a caftle called Inverugie retnains. It was occafional-

ly the refidence of the family of Marifchal, who once held the third

part of the property of the parifh, and was named after their chief

feat n Buchan. 1t appears that in this parifh many battles had in

former times been fought: burying ground is to be found about

, A almoft



Chap. 1] PARISH OF DUFFUS. 197

almoft every hamlet ; and in many of thenx fkeletons of human bo-
dies have been accidentally dug up, and this has given rife to many
fairy hillocks and grounds where witches met together. Near the

weftern end of the parifh, there had been a place of worfhip ata

farm called Kirkhill, where the remains of the crofs and fome of
- the buildings are flill vifible.

‘In feveral places are indications of i iron ore and coal : all the
water feems furcharged with iron, and in one field, near Duffus
houfe, there is a ftrong chalybeate fpring; near to which appears a
black hard earth, mixed with ftone refembling the refufe of a forge.

Although now there is no natural wood in the parifh, yet from .

old tradition, and from rotten logs of wood found in,the corn-fields
and paftures, throughout the wholc lower grounds, and even in the
- fliffeft clay foil, this part of the country muft have once been an
entire foreft, of different kinds of timber, oak, aller, birch, hazel,

and fir: and it is reported, that the oppreffed inhabitants were com-
pelled by the Danes to carry oak.from the valley near Rofeifle
to build their fhips at Burgh head.

11 LO1 Oh Gh LM O oy
NUMBER VI,
PARISH OF SPYNIE,

8ot Situation, Climate.]—Although the lake of Spynie has re.
tired a confiderable fpace from the weft end of the parifh, and al-
-though the river Loffie does not cover the whole. of ‘its fouthern
fide, yet the parifh may be in general confidered as lying between
the river and the lake. From near the precinét of the caftle of Spy-
nie at the eaft, a ridge of moor ftretches the whole length, about 4
“-miles, rifing gradually towards the weft into a pretty high hill. Upon
each fide of this hill lies the whole of the cultivated land, extending
the general breadth of the parifh, nearly equal to its length, and in-
cluding almoft every variety of foil, from the heaviek clay to'the
lighteft fand. On the fouthern fide of the hill, along the banks of
the Loflie, the air is peculiarly mild and warm, during a great pro-
ortion of the year. On the northern fide the climate is not {a

pleafant: the {oil is wet-and cold: the lake and the adioining low:

ground, imperfeftly drained, often emit a difagrecable fog, yet
withoug

[P -
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without any bad effe& on the heakh of the inhabitants, there being
no difeafe more prevalent here than in any other part of the coun-
try. It has been already obferved, that the pariflies of Drainy and
of Duffus lie upon the north fide, and between Spynie and the fea}
the parith of Elgin lies along the whole length of its fouthern con-
fines; and a fine field, a plain of 40 acres, reaches clofe up to the
north fide of the town; the river having once run up hard by, as
appears by title deeds of the adjoining tenements, which ftill bound
them by the river, although this broad plain, the propesty of the
Earl of Findlater, has been from time immemorial interjeéted. The
rever{e of this has happened a little lower down, in a fmall {emi-
» circular field called the Dean’s Crook, which has been cut off from
the cathedrai lands of Elgin, by the_river occupying the diameter
inftead of the periphery, which till of late remained a reedy pond.

. State of Property.]—The valued rent of the parifh, amounting
to L.3055. 13s. 8d. Scots, is divided among four proprietors, of
whom the Earl of Fife, holding the lands of Spynie, Morriftown,
Sheriffmill, Aultdroughty, Leigate, Rofehaugh, Quarrywood, and
Kintrae, has the valuation of L.1691. gs. 8d. The Earl of Find-
later, holding Bifhopmil, Myrefide, and Burrowhriggs, has L.547.
8s. 84. Francis Ruffel of Blackhall Efq. advocate, has Weftfield,
being valued at L.488. 16s. 2d.; and John Leflie Efq. writer to the
fignet, has Findroffie, valued at L.327. 5s. 2d. The public bur-
_dens of the parifh are” fupported by thefe proprietors; but, befides
them, the precinéls of the caftle of Spynie, being 10 acres, 2nd
yielding a revenue of L.12 fterling, is the property of the Crown.
James Milne Efq. bas the Mills of Bifhopmill, and a {fmall conti-
guous property, which, with another {mall feu, the property of
John Ritchie Efq. merchant ip Elgin, is included in the valuation
. appertaining to the Earl of Findlater. Thefe mills, on the river
Loflic, comprehend machinery for making all the varieties of pot
barley, and for grinding wheat and other grain, of the moft im-
proved and neweft conftruétion ; and a little farther down the river,,
on Mr. Ritchie's feu; there is a field and the moft complete ma- ]
chinery, whereby the bleaching of linen and of thread is carried on

to a great extent, in the moft. advantageous manner.

The lands, for the mofl part, are occupicd in {mall farms, there
being only three that equal or exceed 100 acres. The clay fo#}-
produces more weighty crops than thc fandy, and affords about 2

; - fifth

1




§ith pait more rent, although, on account of the additional expence

profitable, the labour being often fufpended by the wet during a
great part of the winter and the beginning of fpring, while all the
neceffary operations of hufbandry are profecuted on the drier lands.
-Confequently a greater proportion of fervants and cattle is re~
gpired, and the crop,-being in general more late, is expofed to

er damage in harveft. A confiderable proportion, however, of

only brings from 10s. to 175. The eftate of Weftfield was lately
modelled into allotments from 20 to 40 acres, and let at the rate of

not be eftimated higher than L.1. gs. the acre.

It will not be deemed improper to take'notice of the cultivation
of the farm of Sheriffmill, rented by James Walker, Efg. M. D.
‘This gentleman in the early part of his life entered with all the ar-
'dor of enthufiafm into the horfe-hoeing hufbandry, in which he has
‘ever ifince perfevered with unfailing fteadinefs, raifing crops of

crop; hereby completely demonfltrating the effeft’ of cuhivation
without the ufe of manure. Although every operation has been
rperformed with the niceft accuracy, and in its proper feafon, and
though the light fandy foil of Sheriffmill feems well adapted for
Ithis kind of hulbandry, yet the refult has not been fuch as to en-
tourage imitation. The quality of the wheat, though raifed fuca
ceflively on the fame freld for the fpace of almoft 20 yeats, with-

lefs in a very great degree than is-raifed in the broadcalt way in
the fame kind of {oil, well plowed and manured,

State Ecclefiaffical. ]—-—The manfe and church were pleafam!y
Hituated at the eaftern extremity of the parifh, in the vicinity of the
(Caftle, until the year 1736, when they were removed to Quarry-
‘Wood—a centrical, but a bleak fituation, nearly under the higheft
part of the north fide of the hill. ‘The glebe and garden, confifting

jof .about 6 acres, are enclofed with ftone walls. “The burying'

ground has been continued in the original fituation, in the eaft end
of ‘the parifh.. The ﬁlpend -and allowance for the expence of the
gommumon,
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which attends its management, it is reckoned by many not the moft .

this kind of foil is rented at a guinea the acre, while the fandy' foil .

searly L.2. the acre; yet the mean rent over the wholg parith can. -

\wheat, barley, and beans, in drills, without a particle of dung, al- .
ways fallowing the intervals, about 3 feet, for each fucceeding

fonit dung, has not been impaired; but the quantity by the acre is
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communion, are 4 chalders of barley, and 1 chalder of meal, and
L.46. 6s. 8d. fterling. - '
The right of patronage at prelent is perhaps not fully afcertained.
A brief detail ,of the circumftances which are publicly known re-
Jating to it, is all that can be here flated. Before the abolition of
Epifcopacy, in the year 1640,. the patronage appears by the eccle-
fiaftical records to have been undifputed in the famlly of Innes;
~and they exercifed it undifturbed unto the prefent times, fave for
the fhort interval of its general abolition, during which they pre-
ferved their poflefion by the difpofal of the vacant ftipends, and
by prev enting the benefice being impaired, by objeting to the an-
" nexation of the land of Burrowbriggs to the parifh of Eigin. At
~ the fettlemeht, however, of the laft incumbent, the Duke of Gor-
don claimed the patronage, and conjained in the prefentauon with
Sir James Inncs, who before the late fettlement had dxfpofed of
hxs rights to the Earl of Fife, on which occafion the patronage was
alfo claimed b) Col. Fullarton of Boifack, as the heir of Alexander
Lindfay, Lord Spynie, in whofe behalf the church-lands of the
bifhoprick which remained at the Reformation, with the feu-duties
and patrondges, were by James VI. erefled into a temgporal lord.
fhip. The Colonel conjomed with the Earl in the prefentation ;
but their. prefentec being in_the mean time elfewhere appointed,
the Peers made an agreement for that vice, in which the Colonel
did not farther interfere ;. but fince the fettlement, the right of pa.
tronage has been decided by ‘the Court of Seffion in his favour.
Durmg the courfe of the litigation, however, the Duke recovered
"an ancient and more {pecjal evidence. of the vahduy of his claim,
on which he has brought it again .under the review of the Couurt.
The fchool is a mean cottage, and the accommodation £m' the
mafter miferably wretched. It was built apout half a mile north-
ward from the church, on a fterile moor, a corner of which, during
the hours of vacation, had been, by the induftry of fucceffive maf-
ters, cultivated, excmng them to a degree of exercife advantageons
to their health, while it improved their flender fubfiftence by its
produce of. potatoes and other vegetables As by thefe means fo
much has been added to the revenue and territory. of the landlord,
who has fome time exafted an adequate rent, and as there is a
confiderable extent of adjoining rocky moor, yiclding no pafturage
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of any value, and only nrnproveable by the manual labour of the-

fpade; it would perhaps be but equity to the fchoolmafter, to allo~ -

cate an acre in any convenient corner, which he might in the means

time improve, and to which the fehool might be removed, when it

needs to be rebuilt. His prefent appointment is L. 4 flerling, paicL
-by the landlords, and 8 bollsof meal, colle@ed from the tenants, in

proportion t6 their refpe&ive rents, with the ufual fees of teaching,

and the pittance annexed to the office of feffion clerk.

Befides the halfpence contributed by the péople in the church,:
the prov1ﬁon for the poor arifes from the intereft of a doation by
Mary Bannerman, a widow lady of the family of Findroffie, in the
year 1707, accumulated at prefent to L.111. es. 6d. fterling, dous
ble the original endowment. It is placed with the Magiftracy of

- Elgin, and under the care of the proprietors of Bithopmill, Weft+-
field, and Findroffie. The Rev. William Dougal, minifter of the
parifh, left a fimilar endowment, almoft L.17 of principal, half of
its intereft to be applied in buying bibles for poor children; and
his maiden daughter, Katharine, by her will in the year 1793, be-
queaths L.2o fterling, for the education of two girls fucceflively,
for two.years in reading, writing, and arithmetic, when 6 or 7.years
old, and for the next two years.in knitting hofe, and fewing linens.:
This endowment is in the patronage of the feffion, but limited to
the legitimate children of Prefbyterians. The members of the

Eftablithed Church amount to 779 there are 20 of the Epifcopa«

lian profeflion, and 1 Seceder..

- Mifeellaneous Information. ]-—Thc people are mduﬂ:nons and
. frugal, maintaining alfo other virtues, not fo much the neceflary
confequence of their fituation; being in general honef}, benevolent,
and friendly, entertaining alfo a high refpeé for the.ordinances of.
religion. The names of many of the places are of the Gaelic lan
guage: Kintrea, the head of the tide, when the lake was an- arm of:

the {ea; Infhagarty, the Prieft’s ifland; Leigate, the original LAG~ |

NA-FHAD, the long hollow. On the Jouth fide of the hill, towards
its weftern end, there is a large extent of natural oak wood, the
- property of the Earl of Fife. It is well preferved, properly thin.:

ned, and, when full-grown, will be again of great valae. Under a

thin ftratum. of moorifh foil, the greater part of the hill is a mafs
of hard excellent free-fone, of which a quarry near the fursmit is
wrought to a confiderable extent, {upplying all the country with’

S , mill.
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mill-fiones, and Elgin and its neighbourhood with ftone for buildn

ing. On shis hill, the traces of the Danith camp' that has_beem
- mentioned are flill confpicuous, but muft in ahort time be effaced,
by having been, indilcriminately with the circumjicent moer, plant-
«ed over with Scots fir. Were the noble owner apprized of this, he
might perhaps. from his diftinguifhed tafte, be induced to gwe in=
firuétions for the prefervation of fuch a monsment of ancient na«
tional hiftory, flill artefting the truth of venerable records, that our
anceftors were tor more than a year fubjefted to the moft cruel and
oppreflive fervitude, being withent diftinétion of rank or fex com.
pelled to undergo she moft intolerable labour, to every fpecies of
the moft grievous exaltion, and to the moft wanton murder, by anr
encampment of hoftile barbarians in the heart of the country. . By
fuch a monument, :the pafling generation may be infpired. with.
thankfulne{s to a good Providence, and alfo taught the value of
the prefent government, whofe energy prevents the moft tranfient
apprehenﬁons of fuch infulting cruelties from their enemies, equal-
ly rapacious and more blood-thirfty than the northern favages of.
thie ¢leventh century. ‘

In preceding times alfo, the accommedations of cwxl life, and
the fate of the ufeful arts, were vaftly mfenor to thefe of modern:
simes. The erefling the machinery of a corn-mill could not then
be undertaken by any perfon.in-a rank inferior to a Baron, a Bifh-
op, or an hereditary Sheriff. The particular year 1237, in which
the mill of Sheriffmill was:built, ‘is fpecml!y afcertained by the re«

markable circumfta {:ce of the ground for its fituation being the-

firft. dilapidation of the revenues of the bifhoprick, in the 7th in-
cumbency, hy that refpe€able Bifhop who laid the foundation of
the great cathedral, Andrew de Moravia, of the family of Duffus,
in favour of his brother. The conveyance is to this effe€t—
¢ Know all, that 'we, by the confent and free-will of our chapter,
s»have given and granted, and by this our charter have confirmed,
*to Walter.de Moravia, and his heirs, one ftation . for a mill on
. % Loffie, in our land of Auchter Spynie, on thg eaftern part of
 Roger in the fame land, to grind theéir corn and shat ef their
_ % people, as freely, quietly, and fully, as any Baron in Moray,
“ upon delivering to us and our fucceflors, as an acknowledgment,
 eaclyear at the feaft of Whitfunday, one pound . weight of pep~
per, ‘and another of cumin. ”——Cbart ny’ Mor. fol .8%—And this

- mxll

~
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mill, though at the diftance of 6 miles, has ever fince continued
. 8o be the mill of the barony, at prefent the property of Sir Archd.
Dunbar of Duffus. In thofe times, however, it appears, that even un=
cultivated ground was of the fame importance as at prefent. About .
ten years before this dllapxdanon, a formal contra& had been rati-
‘fied between the fame brothers, in' a flile fimilar, but more brief,
than the deeds of 'thé prefent day The narrative reprefents—
%t Whereas there is a dilpute between Andrew, bifhop of Moray,
¢ on the one part, and Walter de Moravia, fon of the late Hugh
" ¢ de ‘Moravia, ‘refpeQing a fervitude on the moors and woods of
. ** Spynie and Finroffie, which the faid Walter alleges was of old
+¢ obtained by his predeceflors, and afferts to have been granted and
¢ confirmed to his father, by a chaner from Bricius, of worthy
¢ memory, late Lord Bifhop of Moray, upon delivering each year,
*¢ as an acknowledgment, an half ftone of wax, it is thus amicably
¢ fettled between them, the chapter of the cathedral of Moray
¢ willing and confenting:. namely, that the faid Walter and his
s¢ heirs fhall have in perpetuity to themfelves and their families, a
¢ fervitude upon the faid woods and moors on the weft fide of the . -
8¢ hrghway which comes from the caftle of Duffus to Levenford
#¢ in this manner, that the moor may be ufed by dxggmg, but on
<t the eaft fide of the faid road they make it common, the faid Wal-
¢ ter and his heirs paying yearly at Whitfunday to the Bifhops of
+¢ Moray, one merk fterling of lawful money, for all fervice and
* # exaftion pertaining to the faid Bithops.”—And in 1248, twenty-
two years after the date of this contrat, another agreement is
aade between their {ucceflors, Simon the Bifhop, and Fretkyn,
the fon of Walter. To, the preceding conceffion the Bithop adds
the land of Logynhavedall and inftead of the merk obtains again
the pofleflion, in'common, of the pafturage and wo/ods as far as
_Saltcot, which is between Finroffie and Kintray. It is alfo in- |
ftruéted by the Chart. that the lands of Quarrywood, not then un-
der culti‘vation_, made part of the pafturage at that time of fuch im-
sportance; for it appears by a reclaiming petition, dire€ted by Dr.
Alexander Bar, Bifhop in 1369, to the honourable and potent lord
ArchibaM Douglas, knight, that they were then but recently culti-
&rated. This Bl{hop, who, as has been fhown, polleffed in fome
degree the {pirit of litigation, thus addreffes him :—+* Honourable

¢4 and noble Sir, you and Jehn de Kay, fheriff of Invernefs, have
Sa ¢ determined
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s¢ determined  certain procefs in fuch manner, as God knows to
* the grievous injury of the priory of Plufcarden, and to the great .
+ prejudice of the jurifdiftion of the church, which we crave to

. # have by you recalled ; for we affert and declare, that  Alexander,
* King of Scotland, of pious memory, gifted ‘to the prior and
¢« monks of Plufcarden, his mills of Elgin and Forres, and other
¢ mills depending on them, and the mul&ures of the lands, of thofe
¢¢ mills, which he then received, or ought to have received, as they
% were for the deliverance of his- foul, which mul&ures of the
- * lands then arable, by virtue of the donation, the f{aid ‘prior and
* monks have received, like as they yet withouit difpute receive:
s and whereas the mulétures of the lands of Quarrywood, in the
* fheriffdom of Elgin, at that time unimproved, but now reduced
# to cultivation, belongs and appertains to.the il of Elgin, from
*¢ which it is fcarcely a mile diftant, becaufe if it had been at
s that time cultivated, the mul€ures thereof would and ought to
$¢ have received by the Royal granter.”—The petition, after in-
jlru&mg more valid rights, and undifturbed pofleffion, with the
. knowledge and tolerance of Robert Chifholme, knight, during the
preceding reigns, ¢ farther afferts and declares, that the faid Robert
#¢ feized and 'bound a certain hufbandman of the lands of Finroffie,
#to whom the Prior had by contra&t let the faid mul@ures, and
Iz thrown him into a private pnfon, by which he dn'e&ly mcurred
s the fentence of excommunication.”—The petition proceeds to
fhew caufe why the attion could not be determined by the civil,

but by the eccleﬁa{hcal court, and concludes by threatening to ex- -
commupicate the civil Judges, if they attempted-any thing farther,
by which the priory m:ght be wronged, or the _]lll'lfdl&!Oﬂ of the |

Church injured.

The whole roll of the Bl[hops of Moray, from the firft ere&tion
of the diocefe by Alexander 1. about the year 1120, to the final

abolition of prelacy in the yéar 1688, a fpace of 568 years, amount.
ed to the number of g7, about 16 years to each incumbency. -Al-
though none of them made any confpicuous figure as flatefmen,
yet both in the Roman Catholic and Proteftant churches, feveral
appear to have been refpetable, and to have poffefled the confi-

dence of their refpeftive contemporaries. Several eflates are ftill -

pounded according to decreets arbitral of Colin Falconer, the laft
Bithop who inhabited the caftle of Spynie, and who died in 1686.

The |
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.The whole. country, of every rank, attended his funeral. He had
.two fucceflors, Alexander Rofe and William Hay ; but neither of
them had any perfonal refidence, in their official charadter, in this
magnificent caftle, which has been above delcribed.

NUMBER VIL

PARISH OF ELGIN.

Situation, Sozl Climate.]—It is by the chartulary of Moray efta- . .
'blehcd that, prior to the year 1226, the name of the town, which
is extended to that of the parith, was Helgyn, which it moft pro-
‘bably obtained from one of thofe many Norwegian chiefs who
" bore the name of Helgy; and who, according to Torfzus, con-
" quering Moray and the codntries on the north, by the forces of

Sigurd, Earl of Orkney, built this town, inits fouthern quarter,
2lmott goo years ago. The particle en, or an, marking the geni-
tive cafe in the Celtic, makes Helgyn to fignify of Helgy: fundry -
etymologies however have becn alfo fuggefted from the Gaelic;
the moft {pecious among them is, EL, place, and CEAN, the head.

The town is'placed in the north-eaft corner of the parifh, Spynie
- lying clofe upon the north, and St. Andrews Lhanbryd on the eaft.

.. The parifh is ftretched foutherly from the ‘town, over the wideft

ipart of the plain, for 6 miles, towards the fide of; the mountain,
. which in this quarter, by a direft approximation to the Frith, at

ence reduces the champaign of Moray to half the breadth to which

it had gradually widened from its narroweft beginning on the bank

of the Spey. Through this encroachment of the mountain upon

the plain, a vale is opencd nearly para!lcl to the Frith, along

the courfe of the Lofly; and the lefler river of Lochty, winding .
through the deep dale of Plufcarden, extends the length of the

parith wefterly to the borders of Rafford, at the d:ﬁance of 10

_miles from the town.

The foil, in general, may bg defcribed as fandy, although in
many places it is fertile loam, and in fome a rich clay. The cli-
mate is warm, healthful, and ferene.

State of Property. ]-—The country diftri€t of the parifh is thared

among

.
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‘among fix ;proprietors. - The Earl of Fife’s. propprty is valued in’
the cefs roll at L.e8y6. 14s. 4d. Scots. The ‘Earl of Moray has
Pitnadriech, and Upper and Nether Monbean, at L.1274. 8s. 4d.

The honourable George Duff, of the family of Fife, has Milltowr,
Invertochty, and Bilbohall, at L.1189. gs. Sir Archibald Dun-

bar of ‘Northfield, bart. has Blackhifls, on which there is a com. -

- modious manfion-houfe, fpacious well-focked gardens, and ek
tenfive plantations, valued at L.208. 2s. 2d. The Earl of Find-
later has Main, at L.20g. 16s. 8d. upon which are a fpacious hand-
fome houfe and gardens, with much ornamented ground, and a’
great extent and variety of plantations. Peter Rofe Watfone of
Cottfield has Weftertown of Plufcarden, at L.y1. gs. 6d. The
Jands holding of the community, fhared among the burgefles, with
a part acquired by the Earls of Fife and Findlater, are valued at
1.486. 7s. 4d. extending the valued.rent of the whole pan{h to
L.6330. 15. 4d.
The farms are of various extent: a few about 100 acres, 4
" confiderable number between 30 and 40, and fome under 2o. The
mean rent of the land in the vncxmty of the town is L.a fterlmg
the acre, and from 14s. to 18s. in the country. ;
The town is well built: the houfes, in general, are either new
or of ,late improved, aCCordmg to the modern ideas of handfome
. accommodation: it confifts of one principal ftreet, in.a winding
‘courfe, for little more than amile, from eaft to weft, widened to fuch.
breadth towards the middle of the town as to have the church awk- /
wardly placed upon it, and, at a little diftance farther on, the town-
houfe, a mean building, adjoincd fo a clumfy fquare tower, almoft
without windéws, which contains the hall where the courts and
county-meetings are held, and the common goal. Behind the houfes
which front the ftreet, bu1ldmgs are carried back on either fide,
" in narrow lanes, for the length of 8 or 10 dwellings, in fome cafes
feparate properties, and containing for moft part diftin&t families.
Many of thefe lanes terminate in the gardens, affording a more
immediate accefs to the country than the few public avenues offer.
The water of the-pit-wells in the town is a little bragkifh: a confi-
derable quantity of this commodity muft be therefore carried from
the river, although diftant from the town. .
The oldeft charter among the archives is granted by Alexander
;I in the year 1234, giving -and confirming to hls burgefles of
. ) Elgyn

v

1

1
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Elgyn a guild of merchants, wnh as ample privileges as any burgh
n Scotland. -

: James IL. by charter 1457, conﬁrms the grants ‘of his predecef*
fou, particularly the lands of Mo{stame, DoWa]green, Gnevcﬁnp,
and Strathcant.. ;

. James VL by ¢harter 1620, grams the hofprta) of Maifon Dieu,
with the patronage and tiends thereof, Upper and Nether Mon<
bean, and Haugh Upper and Nether Pitnafear, Upper and Nether
Kirkdales in Knocando. .

-. Charles 1. by charter, 1633, confirmy the )ands alreadv memxencd
addmg Glafigreen; Upper Barflathilis, Bngﬁdc with the mill lands '
and multures of KirkMales, the Blackfriar Croft; and the Jands and
gardens. belonging to the- predlcant ‘brethren oa the north fide of
the burgh; and all the ports and flations,"bays and creeks of Spey
and Lofly, and between Spey and Findorn, where any-fhip or boat
can be received; with power to hold the fix ‘great “fairs and the
weekly market, dnd that hone elfe fhall hold firs or markets with-
in 4 miles of town; and to hold courts, appoint oﬁicers, and enjoy
all .the privileges -and immunities appertaining to royal burghs.

. In 1641, by a charter ratified in parliament, March 8, 1645, the

~ King addsthe right of patronage of two minifters and one reader.

" ¥t muft however be prefumied, : that the community at'no time pof-
fefled the whole property which thefe charters cotivey ; for in 6&

years after-the date of the laft; they made a bargain with the pro-

" prietor of Kinnedur for the only harbour which thej ever poflefed,

. and:which might:be rendered of little confequence by proper keys
at the moze fecure and commodious ftations of Burgh-head, Cove-
fea, and Stotfield; -nor have they ever claimed any perquifite from’

- the trade carried onat Spey; and a great annuil fair has been al<

- ways held ‘at Lhanbryd, within half the diftance from the town
which the lateft charter allows. The lands conveyed by .thefe char-
ters yield at prefent a revenue of nearly L.1200, while the income
of the community, arifing moftly from feu-duties, market tolls, and
a few fields about town, does not exceed. L.2oo0. ,

- Their internal government was ratified by the Conventiom of
Boroughs in'1706, by which the magiftracy confifts of the Provoft,
Baillies, and 12 Counfellors, annually elefted by themfelves,
with the change only of 5: but reﬁdentmg burgefies only are eli-
&ible. The Council nomipate 2 Jury of other 15, td apportion the
oo taxes

AN
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‘taxes aﬂ'e&mg the trade ; but no private tax can:be xmpofed with«
out the.confent of a majonty of burgefles affembled in the head
court, which caa only fit'upon the 2d Tuefday of September, in

- which the fate of the borough, and the expenditure of the reve«
nue, may beinveftigated; and for the general fatisfaétion, the
books and at¢ounts are ordered to be fubmmed to pubhc infpec-
tion, for the 20 preceding days. ’

- State Ecclefiaftical.]—The parith is accommodated with two mi-

P mﬁ:ers of the Eftablifhed Church, each with an appointment of .
L. 50, and 127 bolls ‘of barJey, including the expence of the com-
wmunion, which each of them pelebrates once a year. They have a
fmall glebe in common, a part of which was fpecially deﬁgned for
a fitnation for -their manfes; but the Court of Seffion.determined,
that the proprietors of the parifh. were not, as in common cafes,
bound to build houfes for the minifters of Elgin; and the incalcu~ -
lable expence of civil juftice in.this kingdom deters them from
{uing for redrefs. The church appears a low clumfy misfhapen

) building, at once deforming and incuinbering the ftrect.” Its length
1s 8o feet, and its breadth 60 ; but two rows of maﬂ'y cylindric:co- .
Jumns divide the floor into 3 compartments; nearly from one end
to the other;" the pulpit is placed in the middle fpace between the
columns, and.is wholly lighted by a Gothic. window in the weft

‘gable: the fteeple is upon the eaft end, and, being flill unfiniflred,
1s only a very little higher than the church, of which its-bottom 1s
a part, while its top accommodates the clock and two well-toneé
bells; the fleeple on each fide is fupported by an. aifle, which were

‘originally tombs, though in one of them the ecelefiaflical courts
occaﬁonally meet. On the eaft, the fleeple is alfo-{upported by a |
fhapelefs hulk of another church, almott in ruins now, though once
the fubjeét of an appeal from the High Court of Jufticiary to the
Houfe of Peers, in a profecntio’n for ejefling the minifter of the
Epifcopalian congregation. It is now a place. of worlhip, in fome
refpe&s on a fimilar eftablilhment to that of Lady Glenorchy s
chapel in Edmburgh The congregation is compoled of people
both of the town and country parithes around, who elude the law. of

_patronage, though profefling themfelves of the national church.
T hey ordain or inftal the preacher themfelves, that is, a few avho
take the lead among them, without the moderation of a call, fo- re-
quifite by Preib) tenan Prmcngles, and without the fmallet con-

curr"ncc
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gurrence or approbation whetever of any ecclefiaftical judicatere,
of whole jurifdiQtion, or regulations at leaft, he is independent; he
+ poffefles, however, all the countenance and almoft every benefit
" arifing from the sational church, walefs it be a legal fecurity far
the ftipend, without which however he muft make his do&rine pa-
. {stable, whether evangelicat or met. He holds communion with
the minifters of the town, and has the countenance alfo of feverul
of the magiftracy and eldésthip. His appointment is equal to L. 40
ferting yearly, arifing from the rents of.the feats, and from two
" endowments, each of L. 5 yearly, one bequeathed by a Dr. Gordos,
and the other by Mr. David Rintoul, one of the minifters of Blgin.
. Notwithftanding the charter gramted by King Charles, and rarified
:as shove by the parlisment, the crown has always contumed 10 ex-
rercife the right of patronage. ‘
The walley of Plufcarden is the only diftri@ of the country which
feems to fuffer by the fubftitutionr of the Reformed for the Roman
LCatholic religion, by which they enjoyed the pompous eftablifiment
of the priory in the midf of this fequefiered vale. The minds of
the people were cheered through the day, andf{oathed during even
the Btlinefs of the midnight hour, by the folemn found of the con-
decrated bells, calling the venerable inmates to their flatutory devo-
. #ions; and they bad accefs to the cenfolations of 16 holy men, .in
avery feafon of diftrefs, with the free and eafy accommodation of
the moft fplendid focial worfhip; they had the means alfo of edu-
cating in the moft commodious manner their little ones, in-a fhare
of the litersture of the times ; and numberlefs important advantages .
befide muf} have accrued from the wealth of this eftablilhment, ext
peaded among them, and from the refont of frangers of every
rank, upon amufement, bufinefs, or devotion, to this magnificently
facred and hofpitable abode. Now all is cold and filent, forlorn
and melancholy delolation: every thing pleafant and ufeful is vae
nifhed: no national eftablifhment, nor any private inflitution, for
shieir affiffance in civil or rebgnom erudition, within the diftanice
of ten miles, By the royal bounty, they once indeed had 2 mil-
: lioa;ry. bt bis appointment’ was gradually frittered down to ins
, and for many years has been totally withdrawn. They
. weere of late Gwetedwwhtbeexpe&moua!afehodm&er by the -

" Society for Chriftian Knowledge; but die proprietors withheld -

the accommodations which the regulatigns of the fociety require.:
Uﬁd’s the children ace tayghe 10 read the bible, thelr parents be:
T .

Lieve



‘140 PRESENT STATLOF' THE PROVINCE. [Chap 1.

hcxe tbey prove faithlefs to the vows they made when their little
wdnes were baptized : and in. the prefent times, the profeffion of a
.taylor, -or a blackfmith, requires the knowlédge in fome degree of

~writing and accounts. The people therefore of this diftrit, con- ‘

-Bting of about 100 families, fupport a fchoolmafter wholly from
:their own funds, which muft.no doubt become ultimately a burden
aﬁ'c&mg the land.rent.

- They have without a murmur mamtamed alfo a Chapel of Eafe
among themfelves, for almoft forty years. Of late only they have

.been. aided.by a: bequeathment of. L.5 yearly, by the late Dr. Hay, "

.ong of the minifters of the town: the Earl of Fife alfo.adds a dona-
.tiow of L.g yearly, which enables the incumbent to difcharge the
Jentof a houfe and ¢ er g-acres of land, rented from his Lordthip:

the miniflers of- Elgm ‘alfo are in the praftice of giving each a
&inea in. the year: by all ‘which means, the whole appointment
€xtends te the yearly income of L.20 fterling. Such however
is the impreflion of the undifcerning zeal of reformation which
Aill remains, that although feveral vaulted apartments within the
abbey are fo-entire as-to have needed only windows and a door,
“yet- the people-built a homely chapel, left they fhould be polluted
by. this fabric of. anti-chriftian idolatry. .The Earl of Fife affifts
them-in the repairs of the chapel, and on that account he enjoys
"the patronage of :it. Befides thefe congregations of the Eftablifh-

€d Church, these, are in the town two chapels of Epifcopalians,
one of. Seceders, one of Methodifts, and one of the church of
Rame: bat all thefe diffenting meetings have a confiderable num-
ber of their members from the adjoining parifhes: their number in

1his pan{h exceeds not 700, while, the eftabli(hment reck.nns neuly Ny

-3800...

_, There-are two fchoo]s, chxeﬂy fupported by the revenues of the :

sown. The grant of the property of the Roman Catholic ERtablifh-
anent of Maifon Dieu by: James V1. in the year 1620, is deftined;

aﬁer maintaining a few poer, for the fupport of a teacher of **mu.
¢ fic, aud the other liberal foiences;” for- ‘which, with the.fees.from
fcholars, and the perquifites of he: -office of feﬂron clerk, he has
moreover a falary. of L.15 Rerling yearly "The.town lave-alfo ef-
tubhﬂled a mafter, in a feparate edifice, for claficut learning, with
an appom&mcnt of L.21, which arifes in part from fome ‘fmall- be-
9ueat¥~mems in favour of this eftablifiment, two of which have
Iqsely- made a {mall addition ie this endowment. - The prwprietors
. a ’ Gf
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plthe land béar 6 part of the. expence of either, of thefe {chodls,
in which onguial}y thefe rudimental parts of literature werei:con:
duled as it were jn feparate monopolies ; . the one, having beét in-
~ terdifted from teachmg Latin, and the other, the reading of Eng-
lifh: but experience having fhewn, that every kind of monopoly, :
* the Eaft India trade alone excepted, is. dtfadvantagcous to fociety,
the number of fcholars in both has for fome time. pa{l been regu-
lated only by the diligence or fuccefs of- the mafters, in neither of
* whom at prefent is fuperiority even by this trial manifefted.
Experience has demonfirated, that; like the grave, the poor ne«
ver fay * it is enough:” that, however munificent the provifion
made for them may be, their wants are not {upplied, their nember
is,only engreafed. It is not yet:200 years fince any pubhc funds
were deftined for the poar.; Before the Reformation,; all pious.do~ -
nations were made only to'the Church, apnd the poor were wholly -
trufted to the care of Providepee: but in the prefent times, per-
yerfely faid to be fo much degenerated, the colle&tions:made in the .
church, about L.45 fterling, are, by-the yearly inteseft of a fund,
extended to L.5g3, under. the management:of the fefhion, which, by
bequeathments under ‘the direftion of the Magiftrates, are ftill fare
“'ther augmented to the fum of L.71, for the annual fupport of the
poor enlifted on the parsith roll. Belides which, Mr. Cumine of
Pitullie, once Provoit of the town, bequeathed a capital of about
L.g36 flerling, for the maintenance of 4 difabled members of the
Guild,  nominated alternately- by his heirs and the Magifirates, to
the fum of L.8 ferling yearly, with a houfe and garden to'each;
and . by . the royal endowment of Maifon Dleu, otlier 4 difabled
men are provxded with a boufe, garden, gown, and 4 bolls of bar
ley in the year to each. Befides thefe, the Guild of Elgin have a
growing -fund, by entries and a yearly contribution by each indi- .
vidual’ of 2s. amounting:to a revenue of almof} L.8o fterling-yeara
ly, though as yet about'L4a only is divided among their widows
and impoverifhed members.
. After.their example, the 6 corporahons, weavers, taylors, glova
ers,. fhoemakers, {miths, and wrights, have each their refpeétive ca«
pital for widows and difabled members, arifing from entry mqney
and anaual gontributions. .
. Thare arg alfo two Friendly Soc:eues; the members of each

conmbuse7d monthly. . K S

»
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There are alfo two Mafon Lodges, the gemlemeﬁ baving medea

feccffion from the operative mafons; but it is not afcemaired,
‘mhether charity, or the anfufements of foeuhty. be she elnef cnd
of their eftablifhment.

‘mm‘nnn VIIL.

. P4RISH OF BIRNIE

: Smm Soil, L'bmale J—~Businzs the valleys which the rivers

accupy, and may be conceived to have formed, in the chain of
mountain firetched along the fouthern fide of the low .lande of
Moray, one valley, in which there is no wiver, ‘opens fouthward
- §rom the wideft part of the plin, where the weftern fide of the pa.
rifh of Elgin borders with the eaft of Birnie, and extends quite
" shrough the mountain to the banks-of the Spey. A fquare bil¥,
about 6 miles along the bafe of every fide, is heveby inlulsred on
she caft of this defils, having the plain of Rothes on the fouth, on
-the eaf} partly Rothes, and partly Speymeouth, and- the champaign
of Moray on iis northern fide. The mountain on the weltern fide
of this defile extends beyond its length to either hand, from Craig
Elachy overhanging the Spcy, to the lake of Mofstowie in the pa-
rifh of Alves; as if that river, ence occupying a channel along its
‘bale 6o feet higher than its prefent bed, bad then poufed its" whole
#ream through this defile, and winded over the phm; ina vane!y

. of courfes during dilferent ages, into the fea: - '

The parifh of Birnie is placed in the entrance of this deﬁle,

tended partly on the plain, and partly on the fide of ihe mounwis,
" through which the water of Loflie, iffuing from its own valley-n
the mountain, bends from its original direQion parallel to the |
. ¥rith, winds northwird along tbe phin, dowbled almoR in- its
* fiream by the increafe of three broeks, the -Lenoch, Bardew, aid
Rafhcrook, each tumbling from the hilf througb its own.nerrew
vale, It appears by the Chart. Mor. that the panlh ‘has bore the
name Brenuth fince times that were aneient m the Deglamlgtl
the 13th century, a Gaelic appellation, fignifying, in its liserl.in-

|
|
|
|

|

erpresation, tbe aerth hil fde. Toe euhivaed Yol s gwmcrelty ‘

2 fallev
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« Daliow foif, fandy, ﬂmey. and fleep, lying on a bed of roek, or
~ much-concreted gravel. . The foil on feveral fields on the banke
of the Loffie is' Iam incumbent on fand, er clay; and over the
whole parith, plots of moorith or peat foil are found. The air,
though healthful, is rather moift and cold in the hills, where the
" froft is earlier and fharper, ad more mn and faow fall, thap on

the plain. . "
. - Stade of Property. ]--The whole pefifh was part of the Yands of
’ ‘lhe bithoprick. The Regent Earl of Moray obliged Bifhop Hep-
'Burn, on the pretence of entertaining his outlawed nephew Both.
. well, about the year 556, to annex it, with other lands, to his pri-
wate eftate.  The hills afordmg game in abundence, one eroft, for
she Earl’s accommodation in the hunting feafon, was affigned to
Ahe vinener, for the yearly payment of a rofe, and another to. the
* blackimith, for the annual delivery of a horfe-fhoe, if requxred.
This Jaft bas Aill remained 2 feparate property, and appertains te
Thomas Stephen Efq. phyfician in Elgin, valued in the cels book
of the county at L.6. 16s. 6d. Scots, now rented at about L.12
Rerling. The remainder of the parifh appertains to the Earl of
- Findlater, valued at L.727. 17s. amounting at. prefent to L.360
. -ferling of yearly rent, from. which the feu-duties to the Earl of
Moray are 8 bolls and L.1. 4s. 2d.; and to the Crown, as fucceed-
ng the Bithop, L.g. 10s. 10d., The whole arable land of the pa-
xifty is 850 acres, of which two farms only are rented above L.50-
flerling; and there are 40 under that extent. The uncultivated
ground, conflifting of moor {oil and peat earth, with fome interja-
sent plots of green pallure, amounts to 5000 acres.

State Ecelefiaftical. }—The church was the firft cathedral in the
diocefe. There is no account when the prefent fabric was buile :
daaughfmaﬂ it is: wholly of free-flone, neatly fquared and cut,
and is diflioguifhed by. ts. nave and choir. The fourth Bxﬂlop,
Simon de Tonei, was buried in it in the year r184. The ftipend is:

. Bugt. 360 g, and g8 bolls 2 firkots of viQtual. -Fhe glebe is near-
"Jy g.acres. The right of patronege appertains to the Earl of Mo-
say. - The falary of the fchool s L.5; and as the number of fouls -
in the parifh, of whom 2 enly are Seceders, amounts to 402, the -
: amoluments of office, arifing from about 20 fcholars, muft be in-
confidetable. The pnmﬁon for the poor arifes from two feparate

quumh-mt, ABOURLIDE tqgethcr to L.3: res.; and the double
) oi'
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of that fam is added by the contnbunqns of the'pegple who attend
public worhip in the parifh church, which, after the neceflary de- -
duions to the feffion clerk and officer, affords a forry pittance tg
"18 perfons, enrolled on the parifh lift. :

Myfcellaneous Information.]—The: people, though poot, are-ine
duftrious, cheerful, and temperate : mufic is their favourite diver-
fion ; many play on the bag-pipe, and feveral on the violin. There
is a very ancient bell of copper and filver: it is called the Co-
ronach: its figure is not round; it is {quare, having 2 fides wider
than the other two: all of them are cut into open decorations near
the top. It was made at Rome, and confecrated by the Pope.
The confecrated font remains alflo entire, though now tumbled
about without reyerence in the church-yard It is a free-flone
veflel, the fruftum of a cone, and appears to have been divided by

" a plate of iron, that the water for the baptifm of males mxght not
be mixed with that for females . The church is ftill held in great
veneration. It is believed that prayers there for the fick, for three
- following Sundays, will be heard; and people, at the diftance of.
6o miles, have defired’ thele prayers: and it is a jocular rebuke
among the common people,. upon undue complaint for any ﬂight
diftrefs or improper behaviour,. that ** fuch muft be prayed for in
o the church of Birnie, that they may end, or mend.” The caimn
" of I\llforeman, although. a pile of flong goo feet in_circumference
at its bafe, hath ceafed to tell the. purpofe of its own accumula-
tion ; and the Bibl¢ Stone, about a mile eaﬁward from the.church,
havmg the. figure of a book diftinétly engraven, no longer marks
the property of the Rifhop : but the cave in ghe-vock' of Gedloch
ftiil records the tradition .of its having been the haunt of a band of
armed robbers, who plundered and diftrefled the country, and re.
minds the pafling generation of the fuperior advantdges of the pres
{ent conftitution,, by which every {pecies of appreflion, unautho-
rized by law, is. moft entircly quelled. The veftiges of an en-
campment, protefted on the wefl by the brook Bardan, and on the
north and eaft by a deep. defile, is flill to be traged, - -
. A ridge of rock extends from galt to .weft through the middle
of the parifh, and quarries of free-ftone, flate, and lime-flone, have
Iatcly been difcovered, There are oak, birch,’ hazle,,and plane-
“trees, but not in fufficient quantity for the nmplpments of hul-
bandrv and large trunks of ¢ak and ﬁr are dug in the traéls of
peat
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peat earth. Broom, furze, juniper, floes, and bramble, are in

. plenty, and the water-lilly in the Gedloch is peculiar to the pa-
rifh. It is ‘embellifhed alfo in-fome degree by two water-falls,
the Lin of Shoggle, and the Efs of Glenlaterach ‘each about 20
feet in height. S .

..

OO OV O O O D
NUMBER IX.
PARIS.H OF ALVES,

Sztuatzou, Soil; Climate. ]-—TH.E parifh of Alves, fkirting along
the weftern fides of Duffus and Spynie, comprehends the whole’
breadth of the champatgn of Moray, from the Frith to the bottom
of the mountain, which in this quarter, ‘ranging along the north
fide of the vale qf Plufcarden, divides it from that limb of the pa-
rith of E]gm -

- It is one pecuhanty of this panﬂl that although it has no ftream
natural}y {ufficient to turn a common corn-mill, yet the trafls of ~
a great river remain manjfeflly evident, almoft over all its length.
It may be deemed. perhaps. a bafele[s {peculation to' prefume, that
the vallies which the. rivers now occupy were not miraculoufly
formed at the creation, for the reception of their waters, but have
been gradually hollo,wed out bv the natural aftion of their ref-
pe&we fireams. It requires an exertion of the i imagination to con-
ceive the whole cosntry without valleys, uniformly elevated to the
level of the Jowcr hills; and, inftead of the great rivers, number-
lefs fmall fireams-only, meeting into one almoft by accidental con-
gre[a, in the trackle[s: wafte .of upcqnfohdated bare, oozy. 'mud,
when God faid at the firft, * Let the waters under the heaven be
“ gathered togcther into onc place; and let the dry land appcar.”

Althqugh, this might be in general prefumed to have been the
cafe, its apphcatwn in-agy one pamcular inftance may fill be dif-
ficult. It requures no commonr exertion of the mind, evenin xdea.
to reprefent this country beforethe excavation of the Moray. Frith,
when tbc higheft lands of Bume were contmuouﬂy conjoined with
the Sutherland, lnlls, and no {ea intervencd betwcen Duncan’s

bay and Peterheaxl but that, the Tver Vayrar, receiying the waters
which

P
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ahich now conftitute the Nefs, Nairn, and Fiadorn, in its cowrfe,.
aeeting with the Spey alfo from the fouth, and the Conan from
the north, boiling in rapid eddies,around the Knock of Alves, rolied.
in one vaft volume along the fide of the hills of Enzie and Cullen,
and difcharged an immenfe catara& of extremely- turbid water fax
‘eaftward in the German oceap. But having conceived this idea,
it will not be difficult to fuppofe, thet the river of Findhorn, at a
period much lefs remote, might have winded smong the dales of
Alves, through the lake of Spynie into the fea. Befides the evi-

. dent veftiges of its tra@ which remain, its memory-is fill dif-
tm&ly preferved in the name of the old caftle of Erne-fide, which
in thofe days decorated its banks; it bemg well known, that the
Erne is the proper appellation of the river; while the farm upon
the lake of Inchfellie preferves alfo, by t its mame, the memory of
its once peninfular fituation': and it could never’have been em.
bofomed by any other river. The parith is neardy a fquare of 3
miles, prefenting a [urface conﬁdcrab!y diverfified by floping, and

\ by level plains and gently-fwelling eminences: It’is far from be:

ing fo nmformly plam as that of Drainy or Duffus, although a

great proportion of its furface is accounted level land. The foik |

is diftinguithed for its fertility, béing a deep fat 10am incumbemt
on clay, in a very few places only of a lighter quality : it prodnces

v crops of oats, valued in particular for their flow and late ripens
mg, being found, upon the warmer fandy foils of the neighbour.
ing pan{hes, to increafe the luxuriance of the &em and the wexght
of the grain. ‘

State of Property.}—George Forteath Efg. has built a-fpacious
and fplendid houfe upon his property of Newtown, where he has
~al{o forméd an elegant garden, and made a confiderable extent of
plamation. The valued rent around this family feat extends té’

1.165. 10s. Scots. Peter Rofe Watfone of Weflertown Efg. pre-
fers the warm caltled accommodations of his anceftors at Coltfield,

Ao the airy pamted halts of modera fafhion, The valued rent of |
‘his domains in this parith extend to £.268. #7s. ed. 8cots: Wi];‘
liam Brodie of Milltown Efq. has his ﬁmly feat under the north
fide of a green ferrated mount; its exterior appesrance, ‘though
not modern, indicating neat internal accommodation. His valued
rent of Hempriggs and Windyhills amounts to L.818. 143. 4d.

* The lands'of Ardgay, Monaughty, and Afleefk, appertsining to

. ‘ . ) . . ‘ the
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the Earl of Fife, are valued at L.1575. 158. 2d. Alves and Incha
fellie, the property of the-Earl of Moray, are valued at L.1336. 2s.
tod. Kirktown Alves, and Erne-fide, the property of Spence
Monro Efq. are valued.at L.326. ¢s..8d.. The land of Kilbuy-
ack, at L.380. 7s. belongs to Mifs Brqdie of Lethin : making the
valuation of the parith equal to L.5462. 17s. 2d. Scots. The real
rent of the -parifh may be eflimated about L.govo flerling. The
farms in general aye of re{peCtable exten\, there being few under
99, and feveral above 100 acres. The mean rent of the land is
about L.1. gs. the acres .

State Ecclefiaflical.}—The fRipend is L.46- 1gs. 4d. fterling, 96
bolls of bear, and 16 of meal; the allowarice for the communion
being included. The right of patronage appertains to the Earl of
Moray.- The fchool falary is to bolis of bear, and L.2. 15s. 6d.
flerling; and by the.a& of Parliament which confers the emolu-
ments of the office of feflion-clerk upan the parochral {choolmaf-
~ter, he has.the fee of .L.1. 12s. and the cuftomary perquifites, with
 the ufual fees for,teaching,

. In the year 1715 George Duncan Efq. merchant in Invernefs,
bequeathed L.166. 1es. 6d, fterling, -for the education of 6 boys,
ifrqn_x the fixth to the tenth, year of their age, who are to be pre-
feated by the feflion. The Poor, who are not numerous, are com-
fortably fupported by the charity of the congregation, in' the con-
clufion of their public. worthip, the dues for the ufe of the pall,
d fome charitable donations, among which. is the fum of L.go
erlmg, bequeathed by Mr. Watt, who had transferred his miniftra-
iops from this parifh to Forres. The members of the mational
hurch are 1030, about g0 -Seceders, and 30 Epifcopalians.
Mfulla.mozs Information.}—The people ara induflrious, fober,
d regular in their attendance on the public inftitations of reli-
jon, and more than equal 1o theiv neighbours in Lnowledge and
formation. The conical hill of the Knogk terminates a low ridge
the fouthern quarter of the purith. It is feparated from the ridge
ranges through the parith of Spynie only by a narrow gap. In
th are inexhauftible quarries of free-flone, equally fic. for mill-
nes and for building. . In the weitern end of the parifh, there is
rge, circular pile of flone: it has never been examined : no name
circumftance concerning it _is known. Some Danith axes of
common form have been found in a traét of peat-morafs in the
inity of Ernefide.

U qUM
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PRESBYTERY OF FORRES. .

NUMBER TENTH._
PARISH OF KINLOSS,

Situation, Soil, Climate.]—ThE ‘parith of Kinlofs: lies' en the
weftern fide of Alves, and may be regarded as occupying the whole
breadth of the champaign, although a corner of Alves is protruded,
for a little way along the bottom of the mountain, and in this quar-
ter the mountain fide itfelf, almoft wholly cultivated, appertains to
the parifh of Rafford. Being only formed into a'feparate parifh in
the year 1657, the name of the abbey, fituated at the head of the bay
of Findern, became readily that of the parifh. It is a flat country,
almoft a fquare of 4 miles.” In fome places the foil is light fand; ;
in others, rich deep clay and fertile loam; an incoherent peat earth
is the furface foil of many hollow lying fields: but the whole, when
properly cultivated, produces luxuriant crops of every kind of
gram Mot of the fprmgs have fome mineral tafle, and the water
is in general bad. The air is fharp and dry: fuppofed to generate
theumatifm and cutaneous diftempers among the people, who are
obliged to fupport its moft unfavaurable influences.

State of Property.]—The parifh’ appertains to 4 proprietors.
Geheral Sir Heftor Munro of Novar has the barony of Muirtown,

~ valued in the county cefs book at L.1859. 145. 8d. Scots. Mifs

Brodie of Lethin has Kinlofs and Eaft Grange, at L.10g1. 1s. 4d.

" General James Grant of Balnadalloch has Struthers, Newtown,
. and Winderlaw, é L.475. 5s. 4d.: and the remainder of the parifh

is the property of Lewis Dunbar Efq. of Grange, at L.2g7. 17s. 7d.
making the whole valued rent equal to L.g72g. 18s. 11d. Scots.
The greater farms vary from about 100 to 130 acres, while fome
the leaft are only from 5to 6. The average rent by the acre
from 18s. to L.1. 4s. though there are fome which let at L.1.
and a {mall part has rifen to the rate even of L.3 the acre.
whole namber of the farms amournit to 4o.

The village of Findhorn, on the eftate of Muirtown, at the inft

_ of the river Findern, properly the Erne, into the Frith, may
. confidered as the port of the town of Forres, and partly of El

alfo.

Four veflels, from 90 to 130 tons burthen, are employed in
Loz
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London trade to th:s port, and to'thofe of Cromarty and Invernefs
conjoined, one aft@canother generally arriving between every third
and fifth week, and completing 5 or 6 voyages in the year. An
inconfiderable quantity of dyed threads, manufa@ured in the vil-
lage; .a proportion of the grain of the country ; and the falmon of
the rivers of Nairn and Findern, with a fmall quantity from the
upper fitheries of the Spey, comprife the goods. fent to London.
“The falmon is fent in veflels appropriated for that article, put on

" board in the offing, and reach market commonly between the sth

and gth day. From 2500 to 4000 kits, bringing from 16s. to L.1.
10s..the kit in London, comprehend the yearly quantity.

‘The articles brought back from London are fugar, tea, hops,
porter, and. cheefe—filk, .woollen, and cotton, cloths—hats, rib-
bons, and buttons, hardware, houfehold furnityre, tanned leather,
and grafs feeds.

Three veflels, from 70 to go tons burthen, are employed in the
trade from Leith, and the other ports in the Frith of Forth, to the -
fame places, completing- their voyages nearly in the fame times.
The only article carried out is-grain, generally about gooo bolls in

- the year, in cargoes of 300 or 400 bolls: in fome years, 7ooo or

‘8000 have been fhipped : but the failure of the crop 1781, from an
exceffive drought, and a fhake by a ftorm of wind, required an im-
.portation of 2000 bolls; while the crop of 1782 required a fupply
of no lefs than 8oco bolls from foreign ports. .

The goods brought from Leith yearly confift of a conﬁderable

'quantny of tanned leather, foap, tallow, and grafs feeds, foreign

bar iron, and manufaured iron from Carron, farm utenfils and
furniture, bottles, window and cryftal glafs, Englifh and Scots
ftoneware, Englifh hardware, and the manufatures of the looms

-of England, Glafgow, and Paifley. Wines, imported by the mer-

chants of Forres and Invernefs from the places of their growth to
Leith, make a part of the freights of thefe veflels, there being now

-feldom any ‘wine imported .dire@ly here. - Small quantities of
{pruce or black beer made at Dantzick ,are alfo forwarded from

Leith. The fhips employed in freighting the corn bring in yearly
about 100 tons of Scots coal, and about 6 times as much from
Sunderland, avoiding Newcaftle on account of the duty paid to

-the Duke of Richmond. on-coals thipped.there. With the coal,

there is occafionally a fmall quantity of lime brought for manure,
U2 7 and
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gnd about 130 tons of falt from the different faltworks of the
Frith. Many paffengers fail in thefe veffels both to and from
" London and Leith,

Two veflels are generally employed in brmgmg ﬁax, tow, forcrgn
bar iron, ‘hard and foft {foap, ropes and drefled hemp fram Aber.
deen, The flax is dreffed, and only fent down by the manufaftur: '
ers of that city to be fpun, about Elgin, Forres, and Nairn, which
it is fuppofed will amount to woré than L.20co ferling yearly, for
fpinning the yarn returned from this port. Thefe veflels gene-
rally complete their voyage in the courfe of every fix weeks, and
occafionally carry -back {mall quammes of flour and a few other
articles,

Small quantities of yarn, manufa&ured from home-grown flax,
are fent alfo by Leith for the Glafgow looms; and fmall quantities
of butter by private orders for particular families. The pier is
“commodious, but rather too limited: yet the harbour is eapacious

_and fafe ; theré was always fufficient depth of water on the bar, and’
fcarcely any veffel was ever damaged in getting over it. Of late, -
the channel has been altered even for the better, and veffels of al-
moft goo tons can eafily get to the pier at fiream tides. The o -

- of Parliament for building it was obtained by Sir He@or Munso i |

1778, ' The duties of anchorage which it allows are, for every vef-

fel under 6 tons, 3d.—between 6 and 15 tons, 6d.—from 15 ta g0
tons, 1s.—from go te 50 tons, 2s.—frem o to 75 tons, gs.—from

75 to 100 tons, 48.—from 100 to 150 tons, 58.—from. 150 to 200

tons, 6s.—from 200 te 300, 7s.~and for geo tons, and all ahove
that, 8s. The duties on goods fhipped and landed vary. with the
different commodities : For the boll of grain, falt, birrel of Englifth
coal, 100 whole-barrel, or 150 half-barrel hoops, }d.—~for each bas"

rel of goads imported in barrels, for each grofs of quart bottles, and

for each parcel, 1d.—for the 100 bolls of lime, 15. 6d.~for the .

1000 flates or tiles, 6d.—for each 40 feet of timber in logs, 4d.—

and for all coarfe goods not particularly rated, in the proportion of

X.2 for each L.100 of their value. .

The fdes exafted bi# the cuftom-houfe are equalv to three times
thefe in the port of, Leith on’ foreign eargoes.  On goods carriad
coaft-ways, 2s. is demanded from every merchant for:the value of '
from L.20 to L.so fterling—1s. 6d. to the comptroller and collec-’
(or, and 6d. to'the port: oﬂicer-deemed fo exorbitant, that the pay-

- ment |
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ment has of late been refufed, and, by fieady unanimity emong the
merchants, rédrefs will no doubt be obtained.

About ga years ago, there were 7 or 8 fithing boats belonging te
Findhorn, conftantly employed. There are at prefent but 4: a
fifth is occafionally rigged ont in winter. There are fome fine

. beds of mufcles in this harhour: 100 boats, from g to 7 tons, have
been in fome years freighted for bait to the “fith-towns fouthward
_ en the Frith, as far as Fraferburgh, befides the home conf{umpt, botk
for the filhers and the market. Oyiters alfo, about 20 years aga,
- were -planted by Sir Heftor Monra; but the fealp havwg never
.been dragged, ‘their fate is wholly ufknown.
Of late fome cargoes of fir timber and deals have been ﬂnppcd
. for the eaftern:quarter of the Frith; arid as the plantations in the
. gountry advance, this branch of traffick will probably be enlarged.
State Ecclefiaflical.]~While the abbey of Kinlofs fubfified, this
+ parifh appertained to that of Alves and Rafford. In the year 1652
Willisgm Campbell, minifter of Alves, commiflioner from the prefs
_ bytery of Elgin to the brethren of Forres, reprefented, that ¢ the
¢ chapter-houfe of the abbey of Kinlofs hath been, fince the Refor-
* mation, a place for preaching the word, celebrating the facra-
~ “ ments and marriage; and by a condefcendence between Alexan-
¢ der Brodie of Lethin, and the Englith garrifon at Invernefs, the
- #¢ fabric of the abbey is taken down for building their citadel, fave
#¢ the place of worthip; and thofe who have the charge for to tran{-
¢ port the flone, have it in command to take that alfo down: there-
#¢ fore the brethren at Elgin earneftly defire, that the prefbytery liy
$¢ to heart what the fequel will be, feeing, by the unanimous con-
#¢ fent of the whole heritors of the adjacent lands, and of all the mem-
¢ bers of the prefbyteries of Elgin and Forres, it is agreed, that
¢ there fhall be a church and particolar parifh ereted for Kinlofs,
s¢ and the people thereabout, who are now almoft without the means
¢ of the gofpel.” :
* On the confequent applicatiorr of the prefbytery, Mr. Brodie
declared, ¢ it was againft his will that thefe .flones were taken
¢ away.”’ An agreement was however made, that Sir John Mac-
kenzie of Tarbet, the proprietor of Muirtown, fhould give up his
cliim on George's Yard, a part of the precinét of the abbey; and
that the prefbytery, who- claimed the whole precin&, fhould re-

‘mounce all preteace to any part thereof, as lawfully redeemed by
Letkin,



Léth\'n, who, having acquired the ablbey lands from Lord Kinlofs,
engaged on his part to give a {ufficiént glebe, and ftation for a manfe,
off his lands of :Kinlofs, and -alfo to build the manfe and church

by the money he had received for the ftone of the abbey. Ata

-fubfequent meeting of the prefbytery, the whole proprietors agreed

‘on their particular proportions of a ftipend of L.22. 5s. and g chal.
.ders of bear, and the expence of the communion, from the tithes
_ of their refpetive lands within the new parifh: The proprietors

alfo of the lands remaining in the parith of Alves, agreed to make

* mp the proportion of L. fterling, and 10 bolls, formerly paid to the

minifter of Alves, from the ladds taken off that parifh; of which Sir
Robert Ianes, younger of Innes, who in the interval had acquired
the barony of Muirtown, * out of his free donation and gift, en-
# dows L.2. 10s. by the year, for the payment whereof he doth

e oblige himfelf and his heirs, to employ L.41. 13s. 4d. in the

¢ hands of refponfal debtors, by the advice of the prefbytery of

¢ Elgin, and the minifter of Alves; and to piy L.2. 10s. yearly,

* {o longas it remams in his own or forefaid’s hands.” The other
Le. 10s. and the' 10 bolls, were appomoned on the lands within
the parifh of ‘Alves. The minifter of Rafford was compenfated

by the annexation of the parifh of Altyr, which had been in.
.commodiouﬂy united to Dollas, the'ftipend of which was fupplied,
‘by conjoining the lands of Killefs from the parifh of Elgin.

It was not however till the year 1659, that the fettlement of -
. James Urquhart, the firft minifter of Kinlofs, took -place, who in a

few months thereafter attended a meeting of the Scots. parllament

.at Edinburgh, with Sir Robert Innes, and Mr. Fullerton, the mi-
- nifter of Rafford, and obtained .the national ratification of this
.whole procedure by the aét March 20, 1661, ** which ratifies and
.% confirmis the aft and ordinance of the prefbyteries of Elgin and
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« Forres, with confent of all concerned, of date the 6th of May

¢ 1657;” but appointing the ftipend of Kinlofs to be L.20 ﬂer!ing,
and 4 chalders of bear, including the expence of the communion.

Upon the death of the Ufurper in the fucceeding year, and the re-
.ftoration of Charles II. the Prelbyterian Church of Scotland was

completely overturned and abrogated, and the Prelatic conftitution
arbitrarily and violently re- impofed But that there hath been an
ecclefiaftical eftablithment in every civilized flate, Gentile, Jew,

-er Chriftian, the hiftorical rccords of all ages {how and it may be

from

I
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from the fcripttres inferred, that this is by the Deity required of
all who have been favoured by the light of revelation. Ahhough
it may not be obvious, that the Prefbyterian eftablifhment is pasti-
. cularly by the {criptures enjoined, yet the experience of more than
100 years hath fully concurred to thew, that it is by much the beft
for a people who in general are far from opulent. Inftruftion in
the duties of morality and religion is not loft amidft the pomp and
fplendor of external. worfhip: and while the clergy are not raifed
above the requifitg intercourfe with the loweft of the people by
power and dignity, and temporal wealth, their learning, manners,
- and rank in fociety aflociating them with the fuperior.orders of the
ftate, forms the link by which the higheft are connefted with the
loweft, affording thereby the mutual communication of thofe ad-
vantages for which each of thofe clafles is dependent on the other.
Accordingly therc is no ftatc where the common people are of
more decent manners, better informed, or more attentive to the du-
ties of morality, and the ordinances of religion. '
. Thefe advantages, however, are the purchafe of much of the
blood, and of almoft the whole of the treafure, of our anceftors, and
were only fecured by many hard contentions with moft crafty
and dcfperate efforts of unconftitutional power, continued by the
moft unrelenting perfecution of every rank, and of every fex for
almoft half a century. At the conclufion of fuch a diftrefsful fea-
{on, the fate ecclefiaftical could not at once affume that comely or-
der to which it has now attained; and for the firft 12 years of the
prefent Prefbyterian eftablifhment, the number was fo few of faith«
ful minifters, that, except parochial feflions, the. Prefbytery of Mo-.
ray was the only ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion in the province; in a
meeting of which at Forres in June 1702, theypwere then firft able
to make up 3 Prefbyteries, ene comprehending thofe of Invernefs,
Nairn, and Forres, another Elgin, Aberlaur, and Abernethie, and
that of Strathboggie nearly as it has fince remained, and in confe-

, - quence of this the Synod for the firft time met in. the month of

O&ober thereafter.

In 1708 the Prefbytery ¢f Forres, whlch is now to be canﬁdcr-
ed, was firft eftablifhed, which until the year 1773 comprehended
alfo the parifhes of Auldern, Nairn, and Ardc]acb.

The ftipend ‘of Kinlofs, by decreet 1789, is L.46. 8s. 3d.—56
bolls of bear, and 40 bells of catmeal. The right of patronage is

s fhared
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mhared ‘between the Earl of Moray. and Mifs Brodié of Leshin.
Fhe falary of the fchool is L.a. 16s. 4d. and 7 bolls and g pecks
of bear, and L.2 as the fee of the feflion-clerk, with the cuftomd

“ary dués of from 40 to 6o fcholars. The number of poor on the.

the parifh roll in the year 1776 was g4; the {upply raifed for their
provifion was L.6. 11s. 6d. In the year 1786 they had incteafed
to 57, and the fund has alfo rifen to L.17. 10s. 2¢d.’ In 1796 the
tumber had fallen down nearly to the firft flatement, being only
36, and the fund only decreafed to L.12. gs- It is. wholly formed
by the contributions of the people at their meetings for focial wor.

thip in the churc¢h, the hire they pay “for the pall, and fuch fined as _

the feflion can exa@ for immoralities. The members of the natio«
nal Church amount to 10ag: there are about g'Seceders of the
Antiburgher {e€t, and 2 of the Nonjuror Epif¢opalian profeflion.
Mifcellancous Information.]—A flip, er ridge of ground along
the fhore on the weftern fide of the river Erne, appertaing to this
: Pari{h and to the eftate of Muirtown. About 100 years ago, the
" siver, {imilar to wbat has been mentioned of the ancient termina-

tion of the Spey, and of the prefent influx of the Lofly, flowed.

we{lwar{l ncarly 6 miles, converging with the fhore. When the
river gained :its prefent direft courfe, this ground by the water
ﬁagnate in its former bed became an ifland, for many years afford-
ing fecure pafiurage for fhecp and cattle; but by the drifting of the
fand, this ancient channel is now filled up, fo as to be an ifland
only during high water, divefted of much of its accommodation,
and the pafturage greatly injured by the overfpreading fand.

Prior to the year 1701, the town of Findhorn, regularly built,
flood upon a pleafant plain,-a mile porth-weft from its prefent fitaa
ation, and now thg bottom of the fea. The irruption, though
- completed in one night, and by one“tide, had lorig been appre«
- hended, and the inhabitants had gradually withdrawn. - It is proa

bable, that the drifting fand accumulated by the united power of
~ wind and tide, dagmmed back the river, forcing open its prefent
courfe, and overwhelming the village. At that time a pretty le-
vel moor ftretched in a right line along the fhore from Findliorn to
Burgh-head, for the diftance only of 5 miles. The encroachment
of the fea in a femi-circular bay has made the diftante now by land
4 little more than 10. The inhabitants of Findhorn were in a great
meafure fupplied with fuel from this moor, the.cutting up' of whick

might

1
|
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might have been the caufe of the encroachment. On this mooy,
near the fhore, flood a conical mount, evidently artificial, about ‘
40 fathoms high: it was called the Douffhillook, and afforded a
view of the Frith and the whele country around. An old man,
#iil alive, has gathcred berries among the heath around its bai'q.
Many roots and trunks -of oak and fir trees were then found in
the moor, and a few are gill dug tn the mofs of Hatton, conﬁrm-
ing the truth of the tradition, that a foreft once occupied what fs
now the bottom of the fea, and the downs between Findhora and
Duffus. The fand-banks oppofe a feeble barrier to the power of
' every ftorm from the north, by which they are themfelves forced
farther on the fhore, and banks of peat earth are thereby difcovered
6 or 8 feet below the fand. Within the flood-mark of the bay of
Findhorn, where the eftate of Muirtown borders with Weft Grange,
in the year 1787, pretty.extenfive beds of peat earth were dif-
covered, deemed Tuch a treafure at the firfl as to excite a law {uit,
as on the records of the Sheriff court, between the landlord and
his tenants, even for the duration of the current leafes; but after
the commencement of the litigation, it was "found this fuel had
Afuch an offenfive fmell, and corrofive power on kitchen utenfils
of copper and iron, as to be abfolutely improper for any domeftic
-purpofe This peat was found at 2 or g feet under the fand, not .
#n a-continuous bed, but in’ detached banks, as if covered by fand .
avhen formerly ufed, in a penod beyond the remembrance: ‘of the
pafling generation.

W ithin the bay, near the couyfe of the river, is the yaar, pro-
bably the yard fithery, principally of falmon. It is an enclofure,
formed of ftakes wattled with twigs or bruth- wood. At high'wa-
ter, the fith fwim over the fence; but, heedlefs of the gradual re-
Bux of the tide, their retreat cut off, they are left galping on the
fand. This fithery is fuppofed to have been ‘the device of the
brethren of the abbey. On its diffolution, the yaar was acquired
by the community of Forres, and was then placed a mile nearer to
the town, and ftill pays 4s. 4d. of the flipend of that parifh. The '
reftiges of 3 different yaats may be ftill traced on the fands. From
3 to 12 barrel of falmon ufed formerly to be the produce; and it
was let at the rent of L.6 in the year; but the proprietor’s eftate
#forded wood for its rcpanr, of which at prefent no veflige remains.

Fhe yaar therefore is not kept in very good-repair, and it is fup-
pofed
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,pofcd to be injudicioufly placed. It has accordingly fajled much
in its returns, which probably will not be recovered, tlll the sifing
plantations afford materials at hand for its neceflities. On fome
.occafions, herrings, but rarely, have been found inclofed.
- How far the induftry and device of man, in conjunétion with
the ravage of the fifh upon each other, and on their refpeétive roes,
may tend to diminith their numbers ba the whole, feems as yet to be
~ more apprehended than afcertained. A {mall premium for the de-
ftru@ion of the more voracious kinds upon the ‘coafts of Britain
might be perhaps not improperly conjoined with the prohlbnory
ftatutes refpe&mg black fifh.

11O LOn LS KD P
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NUMBER XI.

PARISH OF FORRLES.

Sztuatzan, Soil, Climate. ]—Tm. parith of Forres, fouthward of |
Kinlofs, firetches acrofs the plain, rather from the  bay of Findernr
than from the fea, till it meet the -parith of Rafford on the fouth,

. both- occupying the breadth of the low land from that bay to the
bottom of the mountain. The parifh is nearly in the form of a tri-
- angle: its length from eaft to weft about g miles, and its breadth
from north to fouth nearly 6. The. royal burgh glnng its name
', ‘to the parith is placed on a rifing ground, nearly in its mid-
dle. The name denoting upon or near to water, and the.appw.
ance of the ground, give reafon to fuppofe, that the river Fin-
dern might have originally held its courfe nearer to the town,
and a confiderable fiream from the fouthern mountain runs clofe
by the houfes on its northern fide. The fouth and fouth. eaft parts
of the pan{h are hilly, covered with thort heath and furze; but by
much the greater part is one continued rich well cultivated field.
The climate is inferior to no part of Scotland: the air is ferene,
. healthful, and dry.  The town commands an extenfive profpe& of
a fertile country, embellithed by the feats of many neighbouring
proprietors. , *
. State of Property.]—The panfh s ﬂxared among nine proprietors,
befides the lands belonging to the town, .and fome {maller proprie-

tors

\
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tors holding of the burgh. The Earl of Moray has Knockow.,
ney, Flewis, and Belnaferry, amounting in the cefs book to L. 290.°
18s. 10d. The eftate of Sanchar and Burdfyards, appertaining to
George Grant Efq. amounts to L.1ogo. 7s. 2d. The lands’ of
Griefhop, belonging to John Gordon of Edintore Efq. are L.432.
155. 4d The eflate of Belnageith, belonging to Alexander Leflie
Efq. is L.a2g. gs. 4d. Alexander Penrofe Cuming of Altyr and
Gordonftown has Mundole and Cotehall, L.i26. gs. 6d. Alexana
der Urquhart Efq. has Tannachy, L.261. xes. gd. Jofeph Dun«
bar of Grange Efq. has a valuation of L.aig. 8s. 8d.—and John
Brander of Pitgaveny Efq. has Waterford, valued at L.r1y. 1gs.

5d. in which, however, . the valuation alfo of Cotehall feems to be

incladed. The whole valued rent of the parith amounts to L.2g54.
6s. 6d. Scots.

The farms are not of very great extent, few or none cxceedmg
60 or 80 acres. ' In the neighbourhood of the town, lands let from
‘L.2. 10s. to L.g fterling the acre. Thefe are principally farmed by
horfe-hirers, and are chiefly in grafs; and by the high wages they
wet for the hire of their horfes, are enabled to pay this enormous

ice for land. In the country part of the parifh, the average rent:
will not exceed L.1. 10s. the acre.

Forres is a handfome’ well built town: the high ftreet from
eaft to weft about one mile in length near the middle is the town-
houfe and jail, a.pretty high {quare tower, and akind of timber
fpire. 1Itis not known when it was erefted into- a royal burgh:

the charter granted by James IV. dated June 23, 1496, narrates; *

¢¢ that the ancient charters have been deftioyed in the time of war,
*¢ or by the violence of fire, and grants of new in free burgage
*¢ with the lands formerly belonging to the community, particular~
¢¢ ly the lands called Grivefhip, Baillie-lands, Meikle Bog, with

«¢ the King’s Meadow, Lobranftown, with Crealties and Ramflat,’

* and common pafturage in the foreft of Drumondfide and Tal-
* Joch; with power annually to eleft a Provoft, Baillies, and other

and Baillies Sheriffs within the burgh and its liberties, and dif-
charge the Sheriff of the thire of Elgm and Forres, to exercife
his office within the faid -burgh or its liberties; with power to
ave a crofs, a weekly market, and an annual fair te continue for

u8

¢ magiftrates and officers neceffary, and to conftitute the Provoft

DL
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48 days, with all and fundry other privileges and 1mmun|ms ofa :

s¢ free burgh, &c.” .

The number of the-Couanci} is-17, Provoft, Ba:ll;és Dcan of
Guild, and Treafurer, included. The old Gouncil chufed the new,
and the new Council chiufes the Magiftrates, and puts them-off, er
continues them, as they fee caufe. The burgefles, inhabitahts, or
proprietors inthe country, may be chefen into the Council; simely
notice being given by the dtum’ and. ofher cuftomary advertife-

ments, The revenue is npearly L.100 ﬂerli‘ng a year; and with the _‘
towns of Nairn, Invernefs, and Fortrofe in the county of Rofs, i

has a reprefentative in the Houfe of Commions,

State Ecclefiaftical. ]—The yearly value. of the hvnng iy 98 bolls

‘o,f.bearl 20 of meal, and L.go. 16s. 8d. fiérking, with a glebe of 4
acres, and a manfe and offices in town. The Earl of Moray is'

patron. The burying ground is on the. north fide of the fireet,

near the weft end, where the church alfo ftands; a heavy building, !

without a fteeple: it was built in 1775, and is 72 by 46 feet with-
in"walls, and may contain 1800 people. The members of the
eftablifhed church are about 2987, frem which there is on]} to by
dedptted a few Seceders, who are not. mcreaﬁng o
The provifion for the poor arifes chiefly from the dhimtyof thofe
* who attend the church. Mr, Aletahder Watt, the lafk mmrﬁer,
left a donation to the poor of about L.2co Rerling. The whole,
with the fum of L.i5, being the intereft of meney left ander the
dn‘e&lon of the town council, and divided among the poor within
the town, amounts to abéut L.55 ferling d yedr, and is diftributed
among 125 perfons, many. of whom are heads of families.
. There is a grammar {chool in the towh; where Latm, Greek,
F rench, and the various branches of the thafhematics, are at prefent
taught with great faccefsi and a young genjleman may have board
and education for L.2c a year, To this the fchool fof reading Eng-
- lifh, writing, and arithmetic, has been of late conjoined, under the

care:of the fame mafter, affifted by an uther. The conjoined falary 1

is equal to L.gs fterling yearly, and the fees of generally more
than 1co fcholars, befides thofe girls who attend at a fated fe-

parate hour.in the day, -
. There is likewife a boarding fchool for young ladies, where the
vanous ‘branches of ncedle work, mufic, and other parts of female
: education,
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eucation, are taught. The mifirefs has a falary from the: town of
L.16 a year; and a young lady may have every reqmﬁtc accom«
modation for L.sga.year. Mufic.is taught for 2 guineas a year,.
gum-flowers for. 2. guineas, tambour for L.t, and plain work for
1ios.. Particuldr auention is paid to the morals, and to imprefs the
minds of the youcg peopie of both fexes with propet fentiments of:
- bonour and difcretion: and from the abifities of the prefent teachers,
and the attention paid by the Magiftrates; and the healthy fsuation:
of the town, there,is ot any-where, perhaps, a more eligible place:
for :the education of youth. Befides thefe- eftablifhed fchoals,
there are private teachets both for -girls and boys, .to whom fome
finall- domations are alfo made by the Magiftrates for their encows
" ragerhent : iir one, the piano forte, and fome of the othér branches:
of fermale accomph{hment, ase taught i’oxv haIf the dues of the pubhc
<ftablifhment.

~Mifcellanecous Igformation. }—T here are in Forres 60 merchants- *
and fhop-keepers.. The only manufa€tures carried on are for the. -
ﬁlpply of the town and. its vicinity, except the fpinning of linen
yarn, which has forc2o years back brought a confiderable fupply of
money into the country. The merchants are in the ufe of buying the
yarn, and fending it to Glafgow, where thére isa ready fale, unlefs

the market be over-ﬂocked with Irifh yarn, which only on account
of its cheapnefs is at certain times preferred. But fincé the year
1784, this trade has been gradually declining, ewing to the increafe
of the number of machines for {pinning cotton; and many of thofe
fuitverly employed m {pinning yarn for fale, now {pin Dutch flax
for the manafaliuring companies of Aberdecn and Invernefs. In
- the year 1784, one merchant fent 23,290 fpindles to: Glalgow,
colleébed in Forres and in its vicinity ; the: other dealers in this.
avticle fent about 47,000, which, at the ratc of es. for fpmmng, pro-
duced L.7o2g fierling.

. ‘The river Findern and the brook a Forres are the only ftreame
in-the patith. The fillt found in the river and bay of Findern
dre falmon, trout, ecls, and flounders; haddocks are got. in the
Frith, and fold in the town and country around. The quantity of
falmon exported from Forres, upon the average of the ten years
from 1773 to 1783, wis 300 barrels yearly, befides the home con-
{fumpt, not very confiderable: it is fold at 4d. the-b. .

’I he river Fmdem it navigable for boats no farther than the tide
, - i flows.

-~



6o PRESENT $TATE OF THE PROVINCE.  [Chap. 1117

flows. ‘The diftance from the town to the harbour does not exceed
3 miles, and the tide flows more than half that diftance, and the

low ground at the bottom of:the eminence on which the town:

ftands does not exceed the level of half tide by .14 feet, and that
depth of canal would carry.veflels to the town, and the canal weuld
be kept clear by the brook; there is hardly any- place, therefore,
where there is more encouragement to make a canal, did the com.
merce of the town require it. The flux of the tide covers a trian-
gular piece of ground, the bay of Findern, wholly dry at low water,
. except the channel of the river, and a little fpace at the inlet; it
- contains about one thoufand acres of a fliff clay. foil, diftinguithed
by the epithet of carfe ground, a part however being a fine compa&
fand, with light particles of earth depofited by .the floods. All this
might, at an expence inconfiderable compared with its value, be
eafily recovered from the fea; a bar of fand firetching acrofs the
mouth of the river would prevent the violence of any furge upon
" the embankment which would be rcquu‘ad There is one quarry of
limeftone upon Mr. Cuming’s eftate ; ‘but being mixed with othey
)mtters, it has never been. ufed in any conﬁdqrable quanuttesv .

&%'@\%‘oﬂoﬂo"ﬁ
NUMBER XII.
. PARISH OF RAFFORD.

, Sztuatzon, Sotl, Climate. ]——Tﬂl-: body of tbns parith lies fouthe
ward of Forres, in an extenfion of the plain into the mountain,

along the weftern end of the hill which feparates the vale of Pluf.-
carden from the dales of Alves, to which upon the northern fide

of this hill a wing of this parifh is ftretcched. From the extremity
of this wing at the eaft to the border of Edinkillie at the weft, the
parith meafures 8 miles; but its mean length in this direftion, equal
to its mean breadth, may be eftimated only at the half of that ex-
tent. The nameiin Gaelic may be RATH-ARD, fignifying ¢ke hovel
of the height, or fhealing, as it is denominated in the Highlands of
Scotland, a forry temporary turf cabin, for the accommodation of
mountain pafturage, having at the firft probably occupied the fta.
tion of the old tower of Blervie.

The face ofthe country is much diverfified : a conﬁderable reach

’ Of
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of the bottom of thé valley lies fo level, as eafily to fend a part of
the water of a fmall lake fouthward towards Dollas, where it joins
the Lochty, turning eaftward through Plufcarden, and northward
by the church to Forres and the bay of Findern. A confiderable
part of the arable field lies on the plains at the bottom, and a great
part on the floping fides of the hills. In fome places, the foil is
a deep fertile clay; in others, a hght burning fand: a black fhallow
foil, incumbeént on rock, occupies fome part ; and a bed of moor-
* ifh foil, in-many places fo thin as {carcely to cover-the flat floping
“rock, appears in other parts; and a great proportion confifts of a

rough brown gravel, on 3 bottom of fmall pebble, fo firmly ce-

mented by fome mineral, probably iron ore, as to be impenetrable
by the utmoft power of the plough. TFhe air is rather dry than
1moift, and rather healthful than otherwife.

. State of Property.}—There are three family feats in the pamﬂx.
Burgie Cattle, the property of Lewis Dunbar Efq. of Grange, has
been above defcribed. His valued rent in this parith amounts to

L.877. 13s. 8d. Scots. The Hon. Major Lewis Duff of Blervie, quit-

- ting the ancient caftled refidence ‘of the Duynbars on the fummit-of
the hill, has built a handfoine modern feat, {nugly fheltered near its
weflern bottom, embellifhed with plantations, gardens, and orna-
mented grounds: the valued rent amounts to L.517. 17s. 4d. Scots.

Altyr, the family feat of Colonel Alexander Penrofe Cuming Gors -

don, is a plain old building, with neat modern wings. Widely«
extended plantations, a fpacious garden, and a long reach of fruit
wall, exhibit at this place utility in alliance with embellifhment :
the valued rent is L.676. 13s. Scots. While thefe gentlemen thus
contribute to the improvement of the country at their own refi-
- dences, the Earl of Moray has done more than co-operated with

them, in the fuperior neatnefs of the dwellings of his tenants of

* Clunie and Tarras, and in the improved appearance of their fields.

His Lordfhip’s valued rent of thefe lands amounts.to L.541. 14s,
" sod.—extending the valuation of the parifh to L.2613. 18s. 10d.
Scots : the prefent real rent is eftimated at L.18co fterling. - There
are feveral of the farms in the low grounds pretty extenfive ; but
they are of fmall extent in the hilly parts of the parifh. Making a
reafonable allowance for the value of the improved inclofures in
. the occupation of the proprictors, the mean rent is equal to L.1.

Gs. ferling the acre.
State
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. State Ecclefiofical. ]~In popifh and prelatic times, Rafford was
the feat of the {fub-chanter of the diocefe. Of the flate of the pa-
gifh of Altyr before the Reformation, there ‘is nothing certainly
known: it never had a paftor for itfelf, under any of the proteftant
difpenfatigns. Though a part of the parifh of Dollas, it had an in-
dependent parochial juri{di@ion, the feparate celebration.of the
facraments, and public worthip every third Sunday. In a pero-
chial vifitation .of the. clergy during the fervor of the Covenant,
every thing was found well ordered, fave thatthe facrament had
not been celebrated for the fpace of g years, which Mr. Strachan
the minifter excufed, by the ignorance .of the people, on account
of the diftance of his refidence, but promiféd to do all he could to
prepare- them for it. Altyr is within two miles of Rafford, and
nearly 14 from Dollas, .a defert mountain, often impa#able, inter-
vening for half that diffance; yet the annexation was obftinately

. oppoled by its proprietor, and its accomplifhment required the ut-
moft exertion of the clergy, great as their influence at that periok
was. The record bears, ¢ it was for fome time deferred, becaufe
+¢ the laird could not be found at home.” When his prefence
was at laft won, ‘“ he alleged he had weighty reafons againﬁ the

¢ annexation, and craved a delay to ftate them in writing.”” They
were not entered on the record: * but after many addrefles made,
+ and debating with him for many days, and Lord Brodie, having
* reafoned with him apart, reported, that .haxmg offered all argn.
¢ ments, .perceived he had a mind to receive ‘no fatisfaltion; the
« prefbytery laid the bufinels to beart, and being much weighted

¢ therewith, did defire the Laird of Altyr to tell his judgment;
¢ who, with all the elders and people, do acknowledge, with hea-

*¢ vinels of mind, that there is a neceflity of accommodation, and !
« wifh thata way may be found for remedy: the prefbytery being

* *“‘much affe@ed with the fad condition of Dollas and Altyr, agree
*¢ that Altyr fhould be declared to be joined for -accommodation |

“to Rafford, and to cfave the approbation of the fynod. And |
‘-upon the 1gth of Auguft 1659, Mr.-James Strachan of Deollas and ||

st Altyr was ordained to intimate publickly to the people of Altyr, |

* upon the Lord’s day come 8 days, that they were now disjoined

¢ from Dollas, and annexed to the pan(h of Rafford, and ordained

““ to repair to the faid parifh church in all time coming; and Mr.

s Fpllertoxr, minifter thereof, to take up their -names, and have 2

care
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: #caee of thom a8 of she geft pFhis parifbioners” Adthough this .

_ult have heen agreeable to the people, hath from theix own ideas
soncerniag religions Obhgatlon. and from the-fan€ion of ecclefiaf-
#ical decres, at that time of no light eflimation, yat fo greatly did
$he awe of peuy delpotifim;prepanderate, wheo the lives and pro.
perties of the inbabitants wexe mnder the arhitrary award of each
gapricious . bargnial proprieter, .that in. the 'parochial vifitation of
_ hefucceeding year, +* camplaint is.made by the minidler, shat Altyr
s and Lis Reaple totatly ahfented themfelves from Rafford church;
* and the prefytery, afterapplication and addredfes made to Altyr,
#to anome hisn :fairly to his duty; ordain the minifter to fummion
¢ hefore them the Laird of Adtyr and.the other inhahitants of the
“ late parifh there.” It:has:been already mentioned, that the au.
fhacity of the Jparliament was in the fallowing year conjoined: with
the.fanGion of the church, by she a& ahich ratifies the- ere&ron of
the parifh of Kinlofs.

The church at prefent is a mean fabnc, but ina central fituation.
‘The ftipend is L.55. 11s..4d. {terking, and 6 chalders of barley, the
communion allowance included. The right of patronage apper-
tains to Mifs Brodie of Lethin. The-faldry of the {chool, exclu-
five of the fees of teaching, and the perquifites of the feffion clerk,
is 16 bolls of bear. " 'Thé poor on ¢he parifh roll amount to 40:
the tenants who attend the parochial church contribute for their
fupport.about L.g fterling in the year, to wh:dh there is only to
add the intqréft, of L.50. The members of the nanonal church are
ipb4, and.che diffenters are 7 Seceders. ’

BMylellancons Information.]—The people, ‘on the whole, are a
l'anﬁble, decent, and religious fociety. The great occupation of the
female part is fpinning flax reifed on the farms, and manufattured
8to.{heeting, diaper, and fackcloth; and many of the poorer clafs
'pin;the lint of.the merchants, at sod. and 1s. the {pindle.” This
pres . .employment to 16 or 17 looms in the parifh. Several of the
armers alfo work up timber, and make their own yloughs. carts;
sxd qther unplements - There 48 a fine quarry of freeftone on the
ftate.of Burgie, to whieh the accefs is eafy, and the ftone dﬁrable
nd .not difficult in working. TFhere is alfo a flate quarry bri the
@ate of Clunié, let out by.the tenant of that farm to quarriers, at
se rate of gs. 4d. the 1000 untrimmed flate. The noted obelifk,
alled Suens’ s ‘Stone, on the eftate of Tarras,-has been already def-

Y © cribedd
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cribed: it cannot be doubted, that it hus been erefed in memory
'of fome important’ event which happencd before'.the "introdu&ion
of letters into Scotland; it is at once: a.fpecimen of 'hieroglyphic
wyriting, and a monument of the flate of the artd ity this Xingdom in
an.age very remote: the {culpture, if it had remained cemplete;’
‘could not even yet be deemed inelegant ; and it muft have required

no fiall degree of fkill to have quarried, tranfported, and erefted
a column of fuch height. Two -circumftances are fomewhat fur-
prifing: that cunpﬁty has never thought of explofing whether any
thing lies hid about its bafe; and, that regard for-fuch a fingularly
fplendid monument has neither induced its noble owner, or the
gentlemen of the county, to preferve the figures it fill exhibits
from the eﬁ‘acing influence of the weather, by fuch a fimple expe-
dient as a -coating or two of paint; feeing the experice of a fmall
ornamental building.over it might be deemed too great a: {acnﬁce t0
an objeét in which our anceﬂors only were mtcreﬁed

ARSI
NUMBER. X{IlI.*
PARISH OF 1)91.1.4.7.,' Cee

Situation, Soil, Climate.]—A part of the parith of Dollas, .the
eftate of Craigmill, lies in the fouthern end of the valley which has |
been confidered as forming the body of the parith of Rafford.
Through this eftate the ftream of Lachty haftens caftward, through

_a narrow cut in the rocky hill, to loiter in the' vale of Plufcarden. '
This cut appears as-if made merely for-the paffage of the Lochry,
where it would be eafy to turn it northward by the church of Raf-
ford, if that was not. originally its natural courfe. The greater '
part of the pan(h of Dollas lies on the fouth fide of the hill of Me- '
lundy, which is.firetched between. the courfes of the Lochty and *
the Lofly. When the Lofly occupied' a .channel about g feet
higher than the bottom of its prefent bed, a great proportion of the
plain on the fouth fide of the hill of Melundy mut have beena
lake ;. and except a pool covering only a few acres, the whole of
this plain flill remains a deep extenfive bed of pure peat earth:
from thxs circumftdnce i its Gaelic name, DALE UISK, the water valley, '

Bas
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has ptobab]y been fngge{led ‘Along the courfe of the Lofly, from
Birnie, at;the eafl, to its fources in-the mountain, which is intera-
pofed between Spey and Findern, the parith meafures 12 miles;
its breadth,. mcludmg« Craigmill, fouthward to the borders of the”
parith of Knocando,-is g miles: but its mean breadth, which is
firetty equally divided by-the river, taken from'the fouthern fide of
the hill of Melundy, meafures only about 6 miles. Several brooks
mifhing down from the hills on both fides interfe& the pan{h aexofs,
nearly at right angles to the river.

- Except fuch fandy ficlds as. lie upon its banks, the foil may be
accounted moorifh, and in’ general not very fertile; the crops for
the moft part. -age infufficient for the fupport of the people and of

. the cattle. The air is cold and-often -moift, retarding the feed
_ feafon till towards the middle of Apnl and the barveﬁ txll near the
 end of November. .

- State of Property. ]—-—The ba:ony of Dollasis a part of the eﬁatl:

‘ of Gordonftown, and by {ucceflion is become the property of Col.;
Alexander Penrofe Cuming. Gordon of Altyr. The family of Gor-

~ donftown had projefted a magnificent feat at Rhininver, under the
fouthern fide of the hill of Melundy, in the form of a crefcent, hav+
ing the hpufe in the diameter, and the offices in the periphery.
The offices were only completed, in which a commodious tem.-
porary accommodation is neatly. fitted up; the hill of Melundy:
hehind, on which a femi-circular garden, anfwering to the form of
the building, was intended, is planted with an. extenfive foreft of
Scots fir; the heathy peat marfh {preads a large dun plain before,
having the river trailing around its farther verge. The valued rent-

. amounts to :L.818. 155. 6d. Scots. The real rent was confider-
ably-increafed about 30 years ago, by the improvements in the hijly.
parts of the eftate. The landlord. gave timber for the buildings,.
which were of fod; the fecond year, the firft rent was only a hen ;.
but it incieafed by 1s. for every fucceeding crop of the leafe,
which terminated in the nineteenth year, when the land was let of
mew; at the value to which it had been then brought.

, The eftate of Killefs, appertaining ta the Earl of Fife, liesalfoon .
both fides the river below the barony of Dollas, and borders witly
his Lordfhip’s land of Plufcarden. .There is a confiderable extent
of natural oak woad on the north bank of the river: it has been ma-
npgcd oply as cople. wood and is at prefent young. The valued

i Y2 rent
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rene of this eftite is Ligy1. 515, gd. Scots. A donfiderible ement

of tnd hat ailo been recently added by improvertenty in the Hilks-

* Fhe only other proprietor of the parifh is Robery Grar 6f Elokies
Efg¢. who lrss the lands of Craigmill, vatued ac R.gex. 19¢. sakirfg
the valaed rént of the whole parith equat to L.1392. 8. fod. Sten.

“The farms are bue of frhall extént. Thererit of thé a'dide ground
‘Pretchiés from 1s. to 159, the scre: from the'letf. infproded moor

. to'the higheft cultivated field, the mean rert willrbtabam 118, thE

acre, exclufive of the natural paftutagé.

- State Ecclefiafticdl.]——The pavifti was rradé dp in'its prefeat form

in the year 1657, by detaching Alyr and corjoining Killéfs. M
ot now purticalarly known' it what manver the eonfequent dila-
pidation -of thre flipend was compénfated to the miriflers of Blgiof;
but it maft be fromt the record inferred, that théfe ancient worthics
were neither raifed above the vain concerns of this traifivory life,
in dny fuperior meafure fo that of their mddern fucteffors, ror
that, like to the:. prltmuve Chnﬂ:rans, they wére at st m{pufed to

have thcit worldly goods in common. In Ofober 1672;&!&1&'{8&

Cuming, minifter of Doltas, comp}aius to thé prefbytery, * thut

* notwithftanding of the tegal anmexdtion of Killefs, both' ax to We-

vnifice and office, Mr. James Horue, minifter of Elgin, had thav

*.year, without warrant from bifhop or fynod, but at-Ms-o%trt hand;

~ ““intermeéddled with and cafried off x confidersble part of the fi.
¢ pend.” “This complaint was referred to a meeting of the fyyned,
in feven ddys after, who sppointed a commbittet to fétle the Bufirefs.

A few yeats dago; the' church was a very ancietit fabrie, thatehed

‘with beath, and withom windows, fave s or § marrow flits which
yewned fo 4 vety dilproportioned widenefs within; dnd the effigy -
of the patron, St. Michuel, flood weatherbeatén in 2 nicli€ near the

- topof the eaftern gable without. The church and marfe however
are at prefent commodious buildings, though both in fome danger
of being fweeped away by the river. The {hpend mclading the |

.allowance for tife communion, is L.58. 65, '4d. fterling, of wWhiclr

;about L.11. fterling as beeh drawn from the vieatge tiends of the -

_ panﬂx of*Auldern, by an atfangement whick feess- to have been

continuéd fromi the eftabliftimient of thie Church of Ronte. Thé

glebe; like the parifh, is divided by the Loffy : it containg abuul 14 .

_-acres, and is accommodated with a little natural wood oft the Banks |

of thie rivet, affording fome tonvénierice, but ﬁof a!l objeét of 2y 1

profis. 1‘
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potie. The parachist fcliool is only 2 recent efabfiiment. The

folary it 1.5, 304 the fee of the feffion clerk onfy E.1. The churel
being in' & tepdtat fituation iy fufficiently commodious for the cele-

Bration'of (e publie orditbinces of religion. The parachiat fhoof

. Howevét edn aécommodite brut a fiall propertiort of 2 parifhi of fuclt -

Tength, iiterfefved by & many Mreams, often intpaffable in every
feafow. 'Fhe Sotiery for propagating Chrifftar Kriowledge hyve
thwsrefore eftablithed a fchool, with 4r appoinufiént of E.ro i the

year, irt the populous difiriét of Killefs, and which has hitkterto:

ferved she purpofe of ity fettlerhent in 2 very fatisfaGoty midrser.
‘The pdor on the parifl 1ift dre not a nemterous body: there fs no
other fond f6r their provifion bat the charity of thelr swn neigh<

. bours, At of whoms are far from opulenit.” The whole people ap.
pereain. to thie national Chrtrch, amouniing to the nunbér of 888

fouls. :
- ‘Mifcellaticons Information.J—In the chtrch-yard, 4 neatly cut
frove columin, r$ feet high, termimited by a well fortiied fower-de-
buce fof s capital, fill ferhairds the matker ¢rofs; 4t which the ef-
RCis of bankrupt tefarits aré occafionally expofed to auétion. The
peats for fuel are of an éxcellent quality, 4nd the quantity in this
réfnoté quarter ddemed inexhaaftible. As the foif does not afford:
gors foffictent for the fupport of the péople, the deficiency, the
réht, dnd othe? neceflaries, are fupplied by the fale of fhe¢p and
Black -cattle which ean be fpared; and if 4 great meafure by the
weekly falé of peits in the matkets of Fortes atid Elgin, fold from
8d. to 1s. 2d. a fmall cartfall, drawn by a very little lean horfe. The'
woot alfo which is produced i the parifh is fpun in the farfiilies of
the teriants ;- and feveral weavers aré conftantly émployed in mak-
. ihg it inee coarfe cloth called plaiden, which is fold from gd. to 1s.

- . ) -
NUMBER xtv.
PARISH OF zn‘"mxmuz.

. Situdtion, Soil, Chimate.}=~Tuis parilh éxtétds wetward 12
miles foth the borders of Dollas and Rafférd, and as fir foutherly
from the confines of Forres.. It lies partly alohg the dottom, and
upon ihe fide of the thountain; whioh has beea delcribed: as rahg-

. : . : g

-
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. ing along the-champaign of Moray ; .from which circumftance, its
Scots name is, Brea-Moray, that is, the acclivity of Moray. Iis
“ancient Gachc appellation, . AODINCQILIE, fignifics the face of the
tmod and a charter. from King David Bruce, another towards the.
‘ _A,end of the 15th century, and -the-great' quantities of oak, fir, and"
<ther kinds of timber, ftill dug from the tracks.of peat: foil, concur
to {hcw, ‘that the whole face of the country was- covered with wood.:
It then contained two royal forefts : Drummynde, that is, the ven:-
Jpn kill, now deftitute of wood, and Darnway, fill ¢overing almoft
1000 acres.. Thc river Findern divides the parifh for fome miles,
and two of its . mqﬁ confiderable branches have the whole of their’
courfes thhm its extent : the Duvie, that is, the black watcr, def-.
: cendmg from the hills which barder upon Cromdalg, meets a little:
Below the church with. the. Durbach difcharged from the lake of
T.ochnadorb, on the weftern boundary of the parxfh. Thefe rivers
are fuppofed by their rapxdxty to purify the air, which is health-
ful, never, tainted. ‘by noxious fogs, or permcuous exhalations. The
foil of the lower parts near the rivers is fandy; of:a light dry qua-
lity, and fertile when properly managed but a great propomon is
moorifh, and extenlive moors remain to be improved.
State of Praparty J—The parith appertains ta 4 proprietors. In
a beaunful 'wooded dale, on' the- fouthern bank of the Findern, is
the family feat of Robert Cuming of Logie Elq. a large. modern
handfome houfe of 4 flories, with an elegant pavillion roof. To
the extenfive garden which his anceftors had formed; he has addedr
an. orchatd of 4 acres, theltered by groves of foreft trees, and a
wmdmg bank, from every adverfe blaft. A number of ath trees
have fhot up to the_ height of almoft 100 feet : but the fruit trees
ftand open to the reverberated power of the fouthern fun, and in
geperal the crop is plentiful. The eftate is embellifhed by planta.
‘tions and natural wood to a confiderable extent. Its valued rent
. is L.239. 15s. 10d. Scots. - A little higher up 'upon the Duvie is
Relucos, the feat of George Cuming Efq. writer to the ﬁgrict. The
houfe is elegant, embellithed by enclofures, plantations, and many
well difpofed groves, equal in whole to 200 acres, among which
are intermingled more than 60,000 thriving oaks. Many enchant-
ing walks have heen alfo™ fortned along the winding banks both of
the Duvie and F indern, whigh unite their ftreams a little below the
' bmfe.. The valued rent is L.194. gs..8d.
' ,There is alfo fome natural wood, and a full. -grown plantauon of
fir

’
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Air of confiderable extent, upon “the ‘barony of; Dunpha'l whlch
with the lands-of Phorp, Edinkillic, Fulliglens, and Dalla{braugh..
~ #ty, appertain to Colonel Alexandér Pénrofe Cuming of Altyr and

Gordonfiown,’ amoummg 10 the'Valuation of L.679. gs. 2d. .,

* 'The reft of the parifh is the'property of the Eart of Moray.- In
.the higher diftri€t, the lands of Brea-Moray extend from the fources
of the Duvie to the banks of Lochnadorb, upon a part of which
- Mr. Forbes'of Culloden holds & leafe, and- bras built ‘2 “handfome
hunting quarters In the lower diftHi& of the parith, where its
boundary is-formed by a brook winding throughi the gerdens,’and
‘parting under the cattle, of Damway, the foreft- extends more than
5 'miles, moftly on the northern bank: of ‘the Findern, exhibitin
a vaft extent of oak, afh, elm, and venerab}c ﬁr, blended with the
diftinguifhcd form of, thie ‘'wéeping bireh, in conrtléfs multitude,

- amd the. bole of ‘many mote than 8 fett in circumference. His
Lordthip’s valued rerit in this parifh ‘of L.831."13s. 4d. makes ite -
¢otal valuation equal to L.1945. 8% Scots. - “The farms-are of fmall -
extent, from L.3 to L.10, few rifing''to the rent of L.2o.. The
arable land miy be eflimated at the medn rent of 155. the acre. -
. State Ecclefraffical.]-~The chuich s in ‘a central fituation, on
the banks of the Duvie, which tumble¥ tliréugh a deep rocky chan-
nel under the manfe, in a ﬁeep bank of which, macceﬂible to cat
tle, a few’ afpm, birch, and’ geen ‘trées, have eftablifhid themfclvcs.
The ftipend, - including the allowatice for the communion, is L.7e

~ ferling, and g chalders of vi€tudl, ‘the’ one half barley, the other
catmeal. The glebe, which the incumbént has inclofed, is 8 acres;
exclufive of a {mall. gﬂrden. The right of patronage appertains to
the family of Moray. 'The falary of tlie parochial fchool ‘was dous ,
bled in the year 1796,.and now ambunts to the revenue of L.11.
2s. ed. 8-12ths fterling. With the fees of education, anid the emolu-
anents of the oﬁice of fe[ﬁon clerit B7a 1s “almoft equal to L.18 in
the year.

" -. Dr. Dancan Cummg, of the.- famﬂy of Relucos, phyﬁclan to

ng William at the battle:of the- Boyhc, fettled afteiwards in Dub:
lin, made a donation in the year 1714'to the Sobiety for ‘Chriftian
Knowledge, with a recommendation to eftabfifl therewith'g fchook

-in the parith of his nativity. This donation'of L.261. 13s. 7d. frerl. -

at that time of no {malkaccount, 'is equal at prefent to’ the main.
tenance of two fchoals: .ong eftablifhed at Re'ucos, retaining about

20
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20 fcholaxs, and the pther o the forelt of Darnway ;setaining about
30, which js alfo.the mean pumber atending tihs)pawah:al frhool =
and a dchoolmifirels mpon ghe r,ﬂat.c of degic ratams abput a
~ dozen. Though pretty mymezous in winter, shey fail grealy, on
account of tending the cattle, Jn, the fpmmer months. . The whole
number who were .entered in all she fabmls msbe cousle of the
A796, amounted.to 2o@. -

. The number of the ppor on t,be mll B 33 ’Y he . prowifion far
their fuppoxt, arifing whelly from the contrahutins of the people,
who themfelves are far from apylent, exgeeds,got J..¢ fezling .in
 the year. . JThe,number.of the people, by an accurate enwmeratiop
in the year 1793, amounted ,exa&hr 4. +312, all wembers of : tbe
pational ghurch.

Mifecllnnaxs Information. ]—kn she uppar pact af the mmﬂz.
the Gaglic Jangnage is.myuch ip pfe. About goyears ago, Jalfthe
puhlic worfhip was performed in that,tongue; and.in,ibe remaining
parifhes of .this furvey, Dyke and Auldern gxcluded, until it reach .
so Knogkando and Aberlapr, nponshe hapks of the Spey, that dia-
let may be lill accqunted the mothar tongue. T&e:pnople,.thnugh
poor, are in generl honeft, and far from hackmasd in extending
their charity. Their,ideas. refpe&ling religion.ase ugidly Lalvinifs
tical.

The ancient dortraffos of Lochnadarb apd Dunphail :have -been ‘
defcribed in _apreceding feftian .af . this undertaking. The Dune
of Relucps Jeems tp_have bgen a .place of defence more ancient
than them. -t jisa copicalihill. Round a.cqnfiderable part of.its
pale, :the rapid ,iream . of Duwmie occupies .a.deep racky channel:
. the other ;part is ,guarded ,by a ditch  equally impaffable, having
the fides lined by a ftrong;mmpart.of ftone, hearing in fome pacts
.the appearance of witrification. The:fummit, as0 feet of perpeas
dicular hejght above.the river, ,is alavel fpace af 6o by 20 yards.
‘When the country was fhrouded in wood, it muft have been cons
cealed, apd.fo far inacesfalile asito have:been afily.defended. by
afew: it isat-prefent occupied anly as nurfery.ground.

Sir James Grant of (Gzant has lately faymed 2 new road :from
Gnnwwn to Elgin, leflening (the .diflance~on.the whole sboutd
miles. In-the courfe.of this soad, paffing through the douthern
fide of the parith ending 10 Plulcarden, .a circumitance was- dif.
covued eflablifhing the fopmation of peat zarth, from the natursh

dxﬂ'olutmn



Pp. mJ .- pARGH Of DYKE, . T a4

ion of wood. In cutting through' a bed of this fubftence, -
out 2 feet from the furface, a- matted layer of the roots of fir:
s was' found to have ‘grown upon an under bed of the fame:
of fod; which being alfo thwown up, x fecond tire of frmilar
s appeated, which had alfor grown opon a-third bed of the fame
ance, which detived its original from the diffolution of the.
which grew wpen the natural foil, the roots of which in a-
Har form remained #n a firm fole of clay gravel, at the depth of
ly 9 feet from the furface

NUMBER XV.
PARISH OF DTKE

Situation, Sorl, Climate.]—THE arrangement of the parifﬁes i
e prefbytery of Forres makes a fhort excurfion fouthwards into
E mountain, and returns back by the weft towards the fhore of the
hith. * “The fouthern quarter of the parifh of Dyke borders on the
prthern limits of the parifh of Edinkiclie, on the confines of the
f of Darnway. From this it ftretches eaftward along the river
Findern, and partly on the fouthern bank, by the fhxftmg of its
prfe in former times. The old bar, at its efflux appertaining to
E parith of Kinlofs, has been alrea’dy noticed. The Frith, how-
er, may be regarded as its boundary, for the fpace of 6 miles,
n the north, till it meets the parifh of Auldearn, from which it
E'.parated by a brook, the Ellands Bourn, and the moors called
Hardmoor and Broadthaw, which run acrofs the weftern limit
he county of Moray, bardering on the county of Nairn, till i¢
hin joins the parith of Edinkielie at the fouth. The latitude, by
Pobfervation taken lately at the fhore, is 57° 96’ 21” north,
IThe foil of the cultivated ground is for the greater part a hght.
Flle loam, generally ‘incumbent on fand, and not very retentive
wmoifture. In fome places, the fole is fand, concreted by fome
Exeral fubftance, water probably furcharged by iron ore: in plow-
it is avoided, as adverfe'to vegetation when mingled with the
#. The whole fuperficies of the parifh contains 21 {quare miles,
le half of which is a defert tra&t of drifting fand along the fhore.
te land fide of this traft is bounded by a prefty high bank, which
. . Z may,
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may be traced weftward nearly to Invernefs; as if the fea had ong
flowed out to its bottom, and which flill feems in this quarter y
have limited the overfpreading of the fand. An irregular tralt
fterile moor {preads along the margin .of this bank, the foil of whi
having been carried off in turf, the naked gtavel remains, Holick
ing to be clothed by plantation, of which -at prefent it exhiby
fome hopeful {pecimens. Three. brooks unite near the chur
forming a confiderable fiream, which winds through the middle;
the country, nearly parallel to the river. "The air is healthful
dry, and the climate fo genial, that the more delicate kinds of fr
the apricot and peach, ripen on a wall in the open air.
State of Property.|—Darnway, the Earl of Moray’s feat in t
quarter of the kingdom, is an ancient and magnificent edifi
though built in different ages, and in divers forms. The origi q
fabric at the firft confifted only of one hall, 89 feet in length,
85 in breadth. Its walls rofe nearly to the height of ge fect;
tange of vaults, conftruéted for cellars on its floor, has lowered
internal eleyation to 20. Its roof of folid oak, fimilar to the Gui
hall of London, and the parliament houfe of Edmburgh remaini
uucenled difplays the frength of the workmanthip of the 14thc
“tury; for it was built. by Randolph, the Regent of Scotland in
mmonty of David Bruce. Part of its original furniture yet
mains. Earl Randolph’s chair of ftate, fimilar in workmanfhip
form to the coronation chair of the monarchs of Britain, 60
weight of cak, decorated with no very elegant carving, part of.
coat armcrial. Coeval with the chair, the table alfo, of the
kind of timber, remains. The modern falhion of folding d
the leaves upon the pillars was then unknown: a.device more ¢
plicated ferved the fame purpofe: from one end, a leaf ma
drawn out, equal to the length of the upper board, whichisa
drangle, fupported on 6 maflive.columns, This hal} was only,
tended for the temporary accommodation of hunting- quart
Tradition relates, that jts whole floor -was deeply littered with g
ruthes, or grafs, at mght, and the Earl with all his fuite re
thereon together. Numerous apartments have fince been
 feveral of them fitted up and furnifhed with all the elegance
modern fathion. The caftle rifes on a green mount in the firnt
the foreft: it commands a very extenfive and pleafant landfe
and its environs,"cmbcliithed by groves and gardens, and much
. ! name




Chap. 111.Y " PARISH OF DYKE. . 173

namented cultivation. Its name has been with fome ingenuity in-
terpreted from the Gaelic, to be Randolph’s Mount, TOR-RANNICH: '
but as rannick in that language fignifies fern, and as that herb fill
‘maintains its place in vaft quantity over all the foreft, its appe]la-
tion feems rather more fimply to denote the fern kill., The origi-
nal name of the diftri& alfo .was Fernway; and it is alfo highly
probable, that the bridge of Rannich, a little farther up in the fo-
reft, long fuppofed to bear thé proud title of its ancient lord, ought
alo to be reduced to its more.fuitable relation to the humble weed,
overhanging the banks. which' it but artlefsly .conjoined. By the
cefs book' of the county, the valued rent of this demain within the
‘parifh-is ftated at L.g13. 13s. 10d.; but of this, the fum of L.gg
is apportioned on lands in ‘the pariﬂx of Edinkielie.

. Northward from Darnway, is the feat of James Brodie of Bro-
;lle Efq. the refidence of the family for 600 years. The fabric is.
a great building, not modern, yet difplaying all the elegant accom-
modation of the prefent fathion. It rifes on a green lawn ina
pretty extenfive park : a little lake, fhaped into an artificial pond
§s commanded by the front; a great extent of full-grown wood, in
all the variety of the foreft, rifes on every fide; long ftraight ave-
nues firetch under its fhade; and fquare inclofures under the beft
cultivation bafk in its fhelter. The valued rent in this parifh is
L.1263. 6d. Scots.

Eaftward is the ancient ba:ony of Grangehill, originally apper-
taining to the priory of Plufcarden, where a detachment of their
brothethood refided. Its name by a late owner was changed into
Dalvey, fignifying in the Gaelic, the Plain of Spey. It appertzins
o Capt. Macleod. Its valued rent extends to L.1174. 15s. 8d.
Northward is the eftate of Kincorth, the property of George Grant
E{q. embellifhed by a modern handfome manor houle : the valua-
tion amounts to L.g71. 10s. 6d.. Binfnefs, valuedat L.1g5. 8s. 7d.
is faid to have been lately acquired by Lord Kinmaird, with the
falmon fifheries both in the river and in the-falt water, valued at
the yearly rent of L.soo fterling. The reft of the parifh apper-
tains to Col. Hugh Grant. The family feat at Moy is a magnifi-
zent modern ftruéture, embellithed by gardens, groves, fhrubbery,
md walks ; alfo a princely fuite of farm-offices, adorned by a {pire
ind public clock : a highly cultivated manor fprcads over the. plain
dong the bank of the river.  The valued rent paying cefs in the

: Zo . cpunty
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county of Moray mioums to L 1755. 175, 5d. Scots, extending e
. -valuatien of the parifh to the fum of L.5674. 6s. 6d. Scots. Butile
‘lands of Eafter Moy, amounting to the valued rent of L.218. 108,
46d. are under the jurifdiftion of the fheriffdom of Nairn, though
-diftant from the borders of that eounty; but havirig beea .inl the
pofleflion of the anceftors of Lord Cawdor; when hereditary fhenfs
of Nairn,.this portion of the domain would have occaliopally fnb-
* je&ed their hanghty independenice o the .court &f thetheriff of Mo
-ray, bad not this accommodition’ to the prejudices of she feudal
times been devifod.. Many places, politically infulated, on the
fame account, remain beth ir :England and in Scotland; and the
‘incbnveniences which this occafions in the adminiftration of civil
juftice’ in its. prefent : dlablrfhmcm, have been hitherto wholly
-0 verlooked,

But this polmcal evil becomes of no conﬁderanon, whenon:
pbyﬁcal «calainity in this parifh, -of ghaﬁly nature and enormou
fize, is taken into contemplation—the aftonithing fuperinduétion ol
fand, by which the fertile and populous barony -of -Culbin ba
Heen reduced to .a flate of abfolute -and irremediable fterility. k
pays-the land-tax in the county of Moray, anfwering to its valued
rent of L.g13.18s. 4d. Scots. Though inclided in Col. Grant o
Moy’s valued rent, it is the property of his nephew, Mr. Grant d
Redcaftle, whom it qualifies to be ele&ed to repre[cnt the eounyy
in parliament. .

Thofe aflonithing mounds of fand, raifed aiong the whole coaf

" of the parifh, although no doubt produced by the {ea, and probably
by its encroachments on the fhores nearer the head of the-Frith,
have not acquired their form snder the aGtion of the water. Thd
are not compofed of different firata, or beds, and they have no mix«
ture of pebb’les, fea-weed, or fhells ; biat they are immenfe accums.
lations of pure wathed white fand, of the {malleft texture, having

. ‘their fityation, bulk, and form, determined only by the wiad. 1
finalleft particles, though the firft that are {ufpended, are the

" which are depofited by the water; and thereby cxpofed to the po

. -of the wind, while pebblcs, Xhells and heavxer fand xemam

the beach.
~ Extraordinary commotions, from-various tanfes, bave been

times excited in the German Ocean. They have besn

felt: ‘upon the ceaft of Holland, when thcy had alfp rifen hxgh n
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- the whole lengthi of our eafiern fhore, from she banks of ¢he Thames
to the Pentland Frith. One friking example needs be only ad-
duced: By the commotion which the Lifbon earthquake in 1755
- excited, although fo far diftant on the weft and oppo‘ise fide of the’

ifland, a flock of fheep "of this parith were drowned in their cot,

shough far beyond the reach of any ordinary tide.

. The wide expanfe of the Moray Frith, at its termination between

* ¢he fhore 'of Caithnefs and the coafts of Aberdeen, opens the accefy
ta a heavier inundation from the oceam, and the bold fhore upon

. the northern fide rolls it large upon the Moray coaft, which is un-
commonly flat to the weftward of Burgh-head, as the vaft {welt

from the ocean is impelled along the contraBling channel of the
. JFrith: -and fome dreadful commotion, both of the laifd and water, _

it muft have been, which amafled the ample ftore for fuch a mm.

_ gus accumulation.

The time.in which this difmal vifitation firlt began bas almotl ef-
caped the natice of particular tecord ; yet general hiftory affords
feveral intimations of florms and inundations, which might haw,e

been the remote caufe of this perpetual devaRation.

" . It bas heen already noticed in No. gd, that the inundation which
.{ubmerged the princely fortune of Earl Goodwin, on the coaft of
Xent, muft have raifed a dreadful commotion in all the eftuaries
on the eaftern fide of the-ifland, and fhaken the whole coaft from

the one end to the other. The era of this defolation coincided

mith the reign of Rufus in England, and Canmore in Scotland, to-
wards the end of the eleventh century. Dr. Trufsler’s Chrono-
logy fpecifies the year 1100 as the epoch of the Goodwin Sands.
Fardun and Buchanan, it has been already fhown, mention inun-
dations, and devaftations by fand, in this kingdom, alarmingly afto-
mithing, about the period which Trufsler marks for this fimilar vi-
fitation npon the Englith fhore. Refpefling the year, Buchanan is
not particular, but fpeaks in general of ¢he prodigies of that age:
but Boethius- particularly conjoins the inundation with the year of
Canmore’s death, namely 1097, within g years of the date which
Trufsler has fet down; and be exprefsly relates, that its ravages
were defolation on the coaft of Moray, of which county, it is ob-
wious, the ideas of Buchaan were extremely indiftin&.~

¢ The death of Malcolm,” fays Boethius, * happened on the
4¢ ides of ORpber, is the year of our redempuon 1097, and in the

- 66 37th
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+¢. qzrth ‘year of his réigii;:and in the fame year Albion was terri.

* fied by many moft alarming prodigies: many villages, caftles,

¢ towns; and extenfive woods; both in England ‘and in Scotland,
«¢ were overwhelméd by an exundation of the German Ocean, by
« the weight' of which tempef, the lands of Godowine, near the
. * mouth of the Thames, which we have formerly mentioned, were
(s overwbtlmed by fand; and likewife the land of Moray in Scot-
“e¢ land was at that time defolated by the fea, cafties fubverted from
-, #¢ the foundation, fome towns deftroyed, and the labours of men
¢ laid wafte, by the difcharge of fand from the fea: monffrous
<< ‘thunders alfo roaring, horrible and vaft!” - '
To this.it may be added, that in the Scotichronicon, boek 7th

chap. 5o. F8rdun mentions-a comet, to the influence of which -
he afcribes the excefles of thefe waters. * The order of the Trini-,

“ty,” fays he, ¢« was inftituted in the year 1097. In that fame

* year, the 41ft of thie Emperor Henry IV. a comet appeared in

« the weft from the 1ft of Oftober: the fowing of winter grain is

« prevented (Zquarum mimia ingndationg) by ‘exceflive inunda-
.+ tions of water; and a failure of the crop enfues.”

In the Advocates’ Library, it is alfo faid, the records of ihe
priory of Plufcarden, called the Red Book, are fill preferved; in
which it is recorded, that the whole low country of Moray was de-
luged by the fea in the year 1010. If there bé an error by mif-
placing the two .middle numbers, this date accurately coincides

aith the period about which Fordun, Boethlus, Trufsler, and even .
- Buchanan, have all fo nearly agreed.

It mut therefore be allowed, that inundations of the moft def-
truftive magnitude did happen towards the clofe of the 11th' cen-
tury. What their effe@ upon the coaft of Dyke may have parti-
cularly been, lies beyond the reach even of conjetture, farther than
that they extended not fo far as the.fand has now fpread; for even
“in the laft century, the northern quarter of the parifh, including
the barony of Culbin, was diftinguithed as the granary of Moray.
‘Cultivation therefore was long continued, and it is likely that when
only a-little fand had been depofited, the fertility of the ground
would be thereby increafed. But this vaft magazine,” which, it is
conjeétured, the waves may have produced, by wa!hmg off the
cape which gave the name to Invernefs, and the promomory from
the PC int of Airderfier, has bcen accumulated fomehow into thé

. : Maviftown
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Maviftown hills, on. the eaftern. batders. of the parifh- of Aunldearn.
From thence they began ta drift over;.the neareft fields.of Culbin,
in the traé of the fouth-weft wind;.and-even the greater - part-of
" thefe. fingular. moiinds themfelves have: mnigrated from Aubdearm
into Dyke, the-beavicr. {and, - when-'moved. by ke gale, fettling
upon the lee.fide... Thé encroachments bave been every yuyy gra<
dually extended, -the rents paid in viftoal .proportionally. reducea,
the .tenant§ one after another, . anthe landlerd, with. all their fami-
‘lies, mﬂnrnfully expelled, and their habitations and poﬁ'eﬂims co-
vered.up, it is fuppofed, to the height of the trees of the gardens
about the manor.- The:defolation inuft have been completed prior.
to-the year 1695, as by the narrative of the A& of Parliament then
made to prevent. the:pulling of bent,  the barony .af.Cuthin, and
« houfe.and yards thereof, is quite ruined, and overfpread with
¢ fand.” . The. farm ‘of Earohill; aycqraer of the eftate without the

tra@.of the fand, accommodated. for forme time the pmpnctor,, -

which now alone remains, {cazcely. yielding a rent of L.80, of an
eftate which otherwnfe, at this txme,.would have pxoduced more
than L.1cco. - -

Although little, farther damage in thxs quatter needs be apprc.
hended, yet.the whale.body of the fand.is uniformly progreflive
from the weft, being little affefted: by the wind from..any_ other
‘quarter. About 20 years ago, a march flone was pldoed on-one of
the fand Hhills, about 4o feet in height, that. it might .be the more
eonfpicuous; and it was then conjeftured, that the flone would
cither bury itfelf, by finking in the hill, or that the hill would rife
ever it. The fione however kept.its.place: the hill, moving off,
left it on the plain. That the fand is gherefore blown into the bay
of Findhorp in confiderable quantities; admits of no daybt, as part
of it by every-ftrong gale is carried .quite acrofs the. water: but
whesher be it borne ‘eaftward by the tide, to be dt:poﬁtcd on fome
other fhore, or enly wafhed back. again in perenmal alterngte fuc-
eeflion npon its own coaft, , may be perhaps in anothcr century dif-
coverkd.

.. Fhe real rem of the pan{h mcludmg that of the ﬁlhenes, and
the value of the gsounds .about the feats of the praprietors, say be
flated at Ligooo. The number of acres under cultivation amouats
tp 2697, and the natural and planted wood occupies 1191, There
are feveral farms of conﬁderablc extem, froan 60 to upwards of

L,loo .
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places both i m Scotland and England i the contemporary rexgns
of Hepry I1. apgd William the Lyen. . Same of the. oldeft, ftruck
at Striviling, bore op pne fide RE VILLAM, the Gaelic for King
William.

The people are degent, peaccf-ui and well aﬂ'c&ed to t.he nanonal
religion and govcmmem they are little addi@ed cn)m: to a feq.
faring or military ljfe - they live poorly, that they may dr.ef,s neatly,
but few attempt to fave money. .

Gram is. annually difpofed of.in conﬁderab!e qnant;nes, g;u;
chiefly and barley, fometimes wheat. .. Qld oxep and dry caws ae

fold off far the Englifh graziers. When.young.oxen3nd milch sows
«<an be fent to matkef, they always fell at a greas prigs,. The fpin-
ning of flax, formerly of great confideration,. may, 8ill bing inte
the parifh aboyt L.goo yearly. The management of the falman has
Jbeen already natjeed in the trade of Findhora (No. %.): a.kif gene,
rally contains 3 falmon, sbout 10 Ib.:each. Cenfidersble quam--
tities of cod filh are caught by the boats.of Findhorp and..Nairn,

- more abundantly at t.ha; feafon which does nat admit, of ;b,qr being

‘dried in’ the open air; a qyantity was_cured ig. harrels like falted
falmon, and tried, froin this parifh, in. the Load_o_g market; the fale
was not fuch as to encourage the captinuanece of thg:txade, - It has. -
been fuggefted, that if they were baited.in mm:gax‘ like' htted fal-
mon, they might find a brifker sarket, - . .«

A confiderable numibei ‘of- feals frequent ‘thie coaﬁ Qne man
killed 130 in a year; the il and {kin of 'edch brought -4s: This
“fithery is an objcét of the greater ux;ponance, bgp@p{e the feal both
prey upon the falmon and frighten them off the coaft. N

A market of wood has been Inely eBablilbed. Qine.of.the pro-
prietors has-difpofed of a plaitalion.to:be felled.in. 7-yeass, at the
zote of L.100-iyearly; and thé ‘geoynd is. to be :again:. planted as

foon as.the wholé is cleared.. +He has & fimilar plantasion. in equal

forwardnefs, and feveral rifing in fucceflion.- The.larger-allers are
gmploy'cd in the conflru@ion. of hoats and fmall vefféls: birch 03
made up into the cheapeft kinds of agricultural utenfils:: .the afh,
the elm; beech, and plane, with a few oaks thay ¢an he.{paved, are
fhipped off at Findhorn: and the fir, manufaurediinto deals, and
timber-for the.roofing of houfes, begins to find its’ way to the fame
port. . . o : D e ‘

NUMe
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o : NUMBER XVI.
“  PARISH OF AUVLDEARN.
 Situdtion, Soil, Climate. J—THE parifh of Auldearn, on the eaf-"
tetn frontier of the county of Nairn, extends 6 miles weftward
. dlong the coaft, from the boundary of Dyke; and it is ftretched to’
che fame extént backward from' the fhore, meeting Ardclach and
Cildet towards the fouth. The villagé of Auldearn, ﬁgmfymg in*
theé Gaelic, ¢he allér brovk, although' rot éntitled' now to that dp.”
péllation, is near'the centré of the parifh': it is alfo 206 miles from
Elgin, and at the fame diftinée from Fnvernefs. A hxghway be. -
tween theéfe towns paffes through it, Tore pleafant, in equal repair,’
and not longer tan' the poft' road, condh&'ed through a defert fklrt'
on the outfide of the parith:

FHe foil in the eaftern quarter of the p:mlh is a firong clay of a'
red colour; it produces luxuriant cmps, but is of difhicult cultiz*
vation fouthward' towards Ardclach, it'is a blacker mould, but’
not fo fertile nor early. About the vnl]age the Toil -is light, and®
the crops are only weighty and’ falt ini rainy or moift fummers.
“Flie northern fide of the parifh' i§ - hcavy cold- loat, difficult to
manage'int a wet winter or {pring. Lord' Cawdor’s property is'fo"..
much enicumbered by baulks and’ flone, that' its valué' might be'
. zaifed more than ofie fifth By clearing properly the fields. '

The clirate, healthful, is- generally ferene and dry, but a litt!e
_colder ahd more wet irithe higher paﬂs ofthe country. ’

State of Propérty.]—The valued reiit of the patifh’ afnounts to’
E. 7255 7d Scots. Lethiri-houfe, the family feat of Mifs Bro--
die; it a' flately hanidfone edifite, pleafantly fitdated' in’ a valley,
and embellifhed: by the rural décorations of gaidens, enclofures,:
walks, and a great exterit of wood on either hand; among which a*
arumber of rajeftic beeches formia firikitig appearance, by the bulky
firength of the tall bole, and the lbfty canopy of the’ fpreading”
" branthest - The valded rerit is I 1100 Scots.

In agreen'dale, northward of the vlﬂage’, is the fedt of the ancient”
- Familly of the Dunbars‘of Boath.: It is pleafantly fituated on'the’
bank of a wmdmg brodk; the garderi; plantation, and ormamehtal®

cultivation, decorate thecdvnrons of this handfome ftucture. Fhe'
Aaz - valued
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valued rent of the eftate is L.652. 1 55.-9&. James Brodie of Brodie
XEfq. is the proprietor of the barony of Infhoch; on which there
is a ruined caftle, and a confiderable extent of natural birch wood

"and full-grown fir plantation. On the adjoining eftate of Penick, .
originally a part of the lands of the priory of Urquhart, there is a

- <ommodious old. houfe of three ftories, which, though for fome
‘years uninhabited, is in pretty good repair. The valued rent of
thefe eftates is L.1599. 11s. Scots, The lands of Blackhills, Rait-
lone, Leylands, with Moynefs Boghole, and Ear's.feat, valued at
L.1483. 19s.. 6d appertam to Lord Cawdor. The eftate of Knock-
andie, valued at L.g6, is the property of Mifs Ore of Nalrn and
the reft of the parifh, Kinudie, Kindlerie, Auldearn, and Park ap-
pertain to Charles Gordon of Braid Efq. writer ta the fignet. On
this property, valued at L.2g22. 14s. 4d Scots, there is an elegant
country feat, and more than 600 acres in wood, in groves,. ftripes,
and extended plantations. The land is alfo greatly embellithed and
improved by drains,  bedges, and enclofures; the fields have been
- ¢leared of every incumbrance; the larger flones burft by gunpow-
der; and the moft fubftannal and perfe& culuvauon cvery -wheye
completed,

The real rent may rife ahove L.g000. ﬂcr}mg There are a few
farms rented from L.6o to L. 8a: but the greater number from L.1a
-to Li26 fterling. The moft femle foils let from L.1. 5s. to L.1.

16s. the acre, . The fields indeed are open; but the tenants would
. cheerfully give an adequate rife of rent, were fubftantial inclofures
" formed, About 2000 bolls of barley, and the fame quantity of oats,
may-be difpofed of yearly, The number.of horfes is 37a. The
black cattle are generally ftarved in the fpring, and but poorly fed
in the {ummer: their number is nearly gro. The theep are of the
fmall white-faced breed, and amount to about 1200. The village
of Auldearn confifls of 41 dwellings, which contain 185 inhabi-
. tants, whereof 4 are merchants, and g are inn-keepers.

State Ecclefiaftical, ]-—Durmg the Roman Catholic difpenfation,
Auldearn was the feat of the dean of the diocele of Moray. It
may be prefumed his office, firft inflituted in the year 1220 by
. Blfhop Bruce, obliged him to refide principally, with the other
canons, at the cathedral in Elgin. It does not appear that he had
any other revenue but the tithes of Auldearn and Nairn, and the
ixcld at Elgin called the Deans’ Crook, about 4 acres, now in the

Panﬂ:




&hap. 1] PARISH OF AULDEARN., - 185

parifh of Spymie. -There is nothing: known, refpefling ‘thie Tuccef.
fion of the deans:. their {canty revénue or remote fityation might
have prevemed any of them, though of diftinguithed abilities, from

. pttaining to eminence: ‘it may be prefumed, that the number of in- -

cumbents, after their..inftitution, mlght be equal on.the whole to -
that of the bifhops.. . )
A the year 1650, about the time when the formation of the parifly

of Kinlofs was pmpofed fome parts of the fkirts of Auldearn -

.. were- more commodioufly annexed ‘to Nairn, Calder, and Ard.

«clach.

" Inthe year 1773, | the prefbytery of Nalrn, w}uch togethet thh
that county, 1s here to be confidered, was eftablifhed by the decree
.of the General Affembly, conjoining: Auldearn, Nairn, . and Ard-
«clach, from the prefbytery of Forres, to Calder and Croy from that.
of Invernefs, and to Airderfier from the prefbytery of Chanonry,

" of the fynod of Rofs,. -upon the other fide-of the Frith, with whxch

" it had been incommodioufly clafled.

The church, a modern bmldmg, in the village, is- conjome& to .
the walls of a ruined feeple; yet, like a houfe with but one chim-
ney, flands dlsﬁgured by the charaleriftic of Caledonian frugaluy,
the meanlylooking helfry.

The ftipend, including the allowance for the commumon, is
L. 48. 155. 6d. 54 bolls of meal, and 48 of bear, with 14 wedders,

enerally converted at.gs. Gd. each, bemg paid when only one year
old. Eleven fhillings of the money is paid from the Deans’ Crook,
probably the original rent (10 merks Scots), which has been ever
retained. The right of patronage appertains to Mr. Brodie of
Brodie. The falary of the {chool is 16 bolls in meal and bear, and -

-the cuftomary fees of about go fcholars, and the fee of the feffion

clerk, about L.3, with the cuftomary perquifites. The provifion
for the poor contributed in the ufual manner by the people amounts
to about L.10 yearly, to which is added L.4. 16s. arifing from the
intereft of a capital faved by the parfimony of the feffion durmg the
laft incumbency, diftributed annually among 50 perfous, or occa-

fionally as the neceffities of any may require.
. The members of the national Church amount to 1309, and there
are gy diffenters of the Antiburger fet of Seceders: joined by a few
of their brethren in the ncxghbourmg parifhes, they fupport a clergy-
: man
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‘of their 6wn fore:. Mis tefiderice and chapel are &t Boghole, 61
the ¥rontiers of Edinkielic, where én¢ of the fame feft has lately
opentd a fchieol at the eotimiion rates; as mentioned ir the firft Rio. 3
and partly by its rovelty,.and partly by is remote ftitition fiom
the efablifhed fchools; this feminafy has beén hitherto well attend.
ed: but the zeal of the feceflion waxes gradually mdre cold.
© Mifeellameous Iiformation.]—The people reff their virtue it the
obfervance of devotional tather than in the difcharge of morat du.
ties. From: the friCieft attefion: fo the laft they belreve themfelves
fet free, by formal and prolongated exercifes of the firft. Many oxf
this account make long pilgrimages to attend thofe popular preach-

ers, who inculcate chiefly the éfficacy of faith, and delight to dwéll

on the merits of the atonement; 'and although the people i generat
deem: every gratification of fenfe to be finful in fome degree, yet-
pety thefts among themy are not uncommon. Flagrant imrdorali-
ties, however,.and difgraceful profligacy, are carefully efellewed;
and they err rather through illiberal and inveteraté préjudice; thas
from wart of principle, or through depravity of mind.

It is afcertained, that 2 almoft inexhauftible flore of pure rick

«
e

arle is contained in-the mofsand lake of Liti¢, o the property of
Lord Cawdor. It éxtends over a fpace of 40 acres, and'is fromt
#6 to 20 feet deep. - It would not be coffly to drain off the water:
and: Mr. Gordon of Braid' has fhown the benefictal effefls of fimilar
marleon: his- eftate’ of Kinfterie, in' Bis' crops of com, turnip, and
grafs. . .

It appears. probable to people fkilled in' opening coal pits, that

this ufeful mineral might be found in the grounds between Boath
and the fhore. There is a quarry wrought of dark Blue' fione,
‘which, like coal, flathes in-the fire’; yet its bulk is not diminithed,
“nor, onthe: application. of. water, does it fall into'a powder Like

kmeftene  calcined.

. Large fir trees are dug it the trils of peat earth in different .

parts. of the:parith, Sbme have been found 6o feet in length; and
in.diameter nearly, 3: they are ufed in the roofing of houfes. )
Under the bank, which, it has-been faid, ranges albn"g"the coaft
from Dyke neatly to Fnvernefs; there is in'this parifli a lake about
zmile in length, but lefs that the half of that'in bréadth;' it'is be-
low the level of the fea, of which it feertts to’ Have been' ohce a’
. o . ) parts

o
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pait: by the dtiftipg of the fand, i is fill more and more diminith-
ed bgth. ip extent and depth thongl( it fall Fétains ‘more tban 7
fathams of wager.

The temples of the Druids, pretty sumerous over all this quar-

. tr of the coqmry, bear evidence of its baving bcmx ‘inkabited from -
. YEFY Semote antiquity, An amtificial green mount near the church,”’
thongh called the Caflehill,. is generally fuppofed to have been
aconmilated for the canrt of eivil juliice, when théfe temples of
the. Dryids were farlaken. And it may be prefumed, -ehat if juf-
tice was net. always obtained,. yab it mufl. have coft lefs when ad:
miaificred on & greea. mount, in the'open air, tham ina- fp]endnd
‘hald, on:cufhioned qhaus,_ermmed rohes of flate, and fantaftic wigs.

There gre.3 anoual fairs in. the village, wherehiagk cattle is al-
ways the flaple, That on the 2xft of June was eftablifhed. on the
foftival.of 5. Columba, and is yet called St. Colm’s market. -

- The village is diftinguifhed 23 the, field of ane:of the celebrated
vifbories of -the. Marquis of Montrofe ini 1644, for. Charles L. en
daavmrmg &eﬂﬁbhﬂv prelacy in-Sdetland; and defpotifid over alk
the exapire. * If it be:at any timefor the gaodoia nition; ot for ths
bappinefs of a prople, to. cemmience a <ivil- war, & muit be to op-
pofe the pradtigal aBablifiment of e dofinine of paflive obedience
Jud non-refiflance; yet that-geearation involved themfelvds.in: calax
miiies much move deplorabla than any which they feared from the
king; and-alter all, they tamely-yielded :up thofe rightsctq an upx
flasc ufuxper,.for the defence.of which they had rebelled againfh
and murdered 3 refpeétable pa'mcc, the reprefemauve of a long line:
of theiv natioual monarchs... .- .. .

The inhabitants of. Mowg n, that: age were advar{'e T g the meas
fares of the coyrt, yefpeting hoth the church and flate. Moatrofe
therefore plupdered, burned, and defiroyed the whele country, ina
progrefs from knvernafs, particularly theeflatesand houfesof Brodie
of Lethin, and Rrodie of Brodie, Diunbar.of Grangehill,Kinnaird of
Culbin, Burgie, Duffus, Garmach, Innes, and Redhail, deftroying
alfo.the nets and hoats, to ruin the.fithery of Spey. Fafterweve’s may~
ket at Elgiowas that:yeas givem up, for the fear of this galkant plan-
derer : .andthe modt fubflantial people of the tows, abandoning their
wufes, ledwithctheir families and moft valuable effefis to the caftle of
upyme, at that timea temahle fortrefs. In this fituation, the forces
»E the psopls, ufider Lieutenant General Ur:y, rendezyous at Inver-

. nel.

'
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nefs. In a.cafual {kirmiflij a5 the troops “mar¢lied onward, a young
gentleman-.of the King’s ‘party, Mr. Gordorr of Rhiynie, being
wounded, retired for his recovery to the houfe'ofa friend at
‘Struthers near.Forres, and he was there imurdered by & party of the
people from Elgin, uader the condu of the ‘young knight of
Innes, zealous againft prelacy. and non- refiftanice, haftening to joir
“the-army 4t Invernefs.. Montrofg followed after to-Auldeam, with
1500 foat, amd .2 50 hoetfe; where he was” met by Urry and raany of
" the chiefs-of the people, with an artny of 3500 menand 400 horfe;
From before fuch fuperior.powdrs: Méritrofe was. inclined to re:
treat : but that was extremely hazardous, by the approach of Gerient
Baillie from-béliind, with an army ftill better: appointed. He was
therefore nbhge& to try thefate of a battls, in:which the faperiority
ef numbers was in-a great degtee compenfatéd by the advantige
of the ground.” Montrofé concealed the- greatc!' part of his forces
behind: the village; “at that time on the Heighit 'covering thé valley
below, in-whith he placeda chofen band, proteéted by an earthen
fence. . Hé'gave the command of the right wing to Colonel Alex-
mdex Macdouald, .placed aHo - ina fituation prote€icd -by banks,
dykes, bathes, and: grcat ftones. - Fhere the: myal frandard was dif«
played, fo entice the enemiy ¥& wafte the exéntion of their beft
forces, whefe it muft be imposent frony-the fituation’of the ground;
eommanding the Coloriel to kesp:within his-firéagth, notwithftand-
ing-any provocation which ‘the enemy’ might gives - Lord Gordor
ted .the cadlalry, dnd himfelfitook” the'charge of:the. reft of the in-
- fantry; drawin up'into the left. wing, forming no main army, :unlefs
the chofen band ftationed  before:the village mightbe fo ‘termed..
" This the van.of the army ofs the .people- attacked, beading at the,
" fame timé, as-had been forefeen, their beft firength. againft the right'
wing and the royal ftandard, - pouring-in frefh fupplies of men, re<
Leving the troops that were {fpent. .While this {uggefied to Mon«
“#rofe-the ided. of -a general .attack, he was privately informed t.hzb,
the right wing were put to flight? * My Lord,” he cried aloud 1’
the leader-of the horfe, diffembling to aroufe the {pirit. of his mez,
¢ Macdonald routs the enemy on the right: -let him not carry oﬂ
“ the glory of the day :- let: us alfo givea gentidtand. a vxgm'om;
¢ charge.””. This the cavalry.of Urry were unable to fuftain ; il
their rout they even difordered the foot,” whofe flank they left alﬁ
expofed: for fome time, however, fhey bore againlt the !hocL, bui
. w
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ere-at laft alfo forced'into flight. And Montrofe thereupon haf.
ned to fupport Macdonald, whe in the aidour of the onfet had -
thly advanced from his firength; to which; however, undifmayed.
‘re-gonduéled bis men; covering their retreat himfelf, protefted
an_ample- thield, and defended by a keen fword: The horfe
hich had ehcountered him; perceiving the romt of their fellows,
und the conquerors- advancmg on themfelves; fled after with moft -
cowardly precipitation; but the veteran foot maintained thei#
ground tilk almoft every man fell in his rank, and the viftory of
Montrofe ‘was. to his utmoft- wifh complete; with the lofs only of .
90 of his men.- 2000 of th¥ enemy were flain; many prifoners
were taken ; the whole baggage, much wealth and ammunition, |
arid 16 flandards, were won: but the'horfe by their inglorious flight
were for the greater part unhurt. Montrofe returned -fouthwards,
plundering and buriing the country as he pafled; the eftate, in pars
ticular,-of the famﬂy of Cawdor, and their houfes ip the town of
Nairp; #nd for avenging the murder of Rhynie’s fon, the houfes
of that"party, in the town of Elgin, were alfo rifled and burned, by
which other houfes of the town were at the {ame time mcndentally
deftroyed. '
« Such-great mxsfdrtunes did our anceftors fuffer, and fo much of
their blood was fhed, not from any ideas then entertained about the-
&nlargement of their civil liberties, but mere€ly for the eftablifhment
of the fimple form of prefbyterian worfhip, and for that arrange-
ment which mixes the people fo equally witli the clergy, inall -
that refpe&ts-the difcipline and government of the church. )

DO
© NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF NAIRN,

. Situation, Soil, €limate.]—From the borders of the parifl of
Auldearn, Nairn ftretches 6 miles weftward along the Frith, and it
extends backward into the country about 8. Iti is interfeGed by: -
the river which-imparts its Dame to the parifh and to the town, de-
noting in the Gaelic, ¥ke water of allers; itsbanks to a confiderable

extent having beeri covered with that foecies of wood. The
' Bb ground
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"ground on the north fide of the river fpreads out a level plain'te
the fhore of the Frith: on the other, it rifes in a gentle aechvny,
" terminating towards the fouthern corner in a confiderable eminence,
namecd, from the adjoining lands, the Hill of Urchany. In the
environs of the town, and along the coaft, the foil is fandy; the
fame kind of foil is continued on the banks of the river, but greatly
mixed with clay; and the country on its fouthern fide is of a rich
and heavy mould. -

State of Property.]—The parifh is poffeffed by 5 proprietars,
excluding the grounds appertaining to the community, and the finall
heritages about the borough. Kildrummy and Torrich, part of
the eftate of Kilravock, are valued in the cefs roll of the county a'
L.273. 5. 11d. Scots. The barony of Geddes and Allanhall are
valued at L.412. 11d. Scots. The lands of Delnies, mostaged te
Mr. Campbel by the family of Cawdor, are valued at L.2o4. 2s.
gd. And Belmakeith, appertaining to Mr. Dunbar of Boath, is
valyed at L.12g. 4s. gd. The reft of the country part of the panih
appertains to Lord Cawdor, which, with the falmon fifhery, is
* valued at L.462. 55. 9d. Scots: extending the whole valued rent
of the parifh, with the valuation of the borough lands, about L.500
Scots, to L.1980. 1952 1d. The number of farms are about so,,
and of inconfiderable extent, generally not exceeding L.2o ﬂerlmg
of rent, there being only 2 equal to L.50 fterling. In the imme- .
diate vicinity of the town, the acre rents at L.1. 15s. flerling; far-
ther diftant, from 18s. to L 1. 10s.; and in the couatry, from 5

to L.1. ) 4
~ The falmon fithery on the river (a branch of which is carried .
* on likewife in the falt water, necar its influx, diftinguithed by the
epithet of fill-fifking, from the filent mode of condu&ting it, bya
fignal, in thc fmooth water) is the joint property of Colonel Cum-
ing Gordon of Altyr, and Mr. Davidfon of Cantray: it is feparate-
~ ly occupied by their tenants, at the rent of L.36 flerling from
cach, and is alternately carried on in the river and in the fea. Mr. |
Brodie of Brodie has alfo a flill-fithery on the eaft fide of the river, |
at the rent of L.8 fterling. There are 6 boats in the town and ¢
i the country for the fea fifh, in each of which 7 men are employ-
cd. Befides the fpecies of fith got eaftward in the Frith already ,
. mentioned, they generally find fome herring in every feafon, for
which they mut however go as far. weﬁ as the influx of the Nefs.

- Previous -
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‘Previous to the year 178¢, all kinds of fith were found in plenty Juﬁ
oppoﬁte to the town : at prefent they are fometimes not to be got
‘wearer than the coafts of Sutherland and Caithnefs.

- The town is pleafantly and commodioufly fituated on the weft
bank of the river, near the thore of the F rith.. The jail and town-
houfe are on the middle of the fireet; from which many narrow
lanes extend to the river on the one fide, and to an extenfive plain
of fertile corn field, of more than 4c0 acres, on the other. The
firft charter now extant is the grant of _]ames V1. in the year 1589,
bearing. to be the renewal of @ charter hy Alexander I. - The re-
venue of the borough arifes from a conﬁderable extent of ‘moor,
fet on various leafcs to be improved, by which a confiderable i in-
trement will in due time be made. Some feu duties are likewife
ferived from the borough lands, and from the. tolls of 6 ftated
firs' in the year, and the weekly market. The government of
the borough is committed to 17, -the Provoft, and g'Baillies, Dean
f Guild, and Treafurer, with 11 Counfellors. As the gentlemen
)f the town are not numerous enough for the requifite annual chan-
ges, gentlemen from the country are admitted into the magiftracy s
sut the Baillies, Dean of Guild, and Cathier, by a late decifion of
he .Houfe of Peers, muft be refident in the town. The whole
rades are formed into one incorporation. |
-State Ecclefiaftical. ]—The church and burymg ground are on
he fouth fide 3f the town, wathed by the river. The ftipend, in-
‘luding the allowance for the communion, is L.ge fterling, and 5
thalders of bear.  The right of patronage appertains to Mr. Brodie
if Brodie. The falary of the parochial fchool is 16 bolls of bear,
nd the cuftomary perquifites of office. It has been for many
rears in a very flourifhing ftate: the number of fcholars fent from
11 quarters of the country, and fome occafionally from England,
s feldom below 80, and often upwards of 100. All the branches
f education carried on in the academies are taught with ability and
accefs, There is alfo in the town a fchool for girls, where the
uftomary branches of female education are properly condufted:
te falary paid by the community is L.10, and a houfe. The roli
{ the poor amounts to the number of 150. The provifion col-
&ed in the church for their fupport, about L.8 fterling yearly,
1d a fmall {um bearing intereft, admits only of one dividend in
e year but the extremely needy receive occafional fupply. ‘The

Bba number

I
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* pumber of inhabitants are 2400, of whom aboyt 1100 appertainto-
_ the borough. There are feveral families of Antl.bu.rgen Seceders,!
and a few of the Epifcopalian perfuafion.

Mifcellancous Irzformatwn ]——On the fouth fide of the town, on
the bank of the river, is the Caftlehill, where ftoed 2 royal fort,
,of which the Thanes of Cawdor were hercdltaxy conflables till the!
year 1747. The conftabulary garden is fill diftinguifhed as an|

. article of the waluation of the eftate, to the extent of L. 10s. Sco(s.'
At a very remote period of antiquity, the caftle was fituated nearer)
to the fhore, upon the influx of the river;.which, fimilar to the
Spey and Findern, then flowed half a mile farther weftward along|
the fhore than its prefent termination. There are fome perfons’
A1l alive who remember to have feen at {pring tides vifliges of its
foundation, at prefent. a confiderable way within the bed of the!

- ecean. The chapel of the Virgin Mary, built at Geddes in Lhe]

year 1220, has ever been the burial place of the family of Kilravock,

The burial ground around it is alfo fill in ufe. In 1475 Popd{

Sextus IV, granted a difcharge for 100.days penance for evérq'

vifit to this chapel on certain high feftivals, and alfo for a certain
extent of donation for the repairs of the building.

The connty of Nairn confifts of 4 parifhes, with fome incon
fiderable corners of fome that are contiguous of the county of I
vernefs. In the reprefentation in Parliament, it is conjoined wi
the ceunty of Cromarty, on the oppofite fide of the Frith; ea
cle&mg their commiffioner alternately, The office of the fhen
was hereditary in the famtly of Cawdor ¢ill the year 1747, when
was made a part of the fheriffidom of Moray. And with the coms
mon county courts, that allo of the fheriff, by his fubﬁxtute. xs Tés
gularly mamtamgd in the town,’

ORGP DR
NUMBER XVIIL

.._ . ..PARISH OF AIRDERSIER..

Sztuatzon, Soil, Climate. ]—-—THls panih lies on thﬁ {hore of 1
Fnth .weftward of that of Nairn,. having a wing of the panﬂl
Peuy mteqe&ed betwégn its fogthern fide and the mountain.

name
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mame in the Gaelic, when a little correfted, denotes Zke ﬁezght qf :
the edge: the greater part of the cultivated land, lying upon a
plain extended backward from the - fharp edge of a fteep bank, rifing
100 feet above the level beach of the fea. ‘The fouthern or land fide

. of the pardh i3 ftretched a little more than 2 miles; and it mxght be

conceived as a promontory terminating in the Frith, having the cape
waflied off almoit to the level of the fea by fome inundation, in an

* zra beyond the notice of hiftorical record; while the appearance of
the ground, both in the fmoothnefs of the compafted.gravel of the
plain below the bank, and in the fteepnefs of the bank itfelf, fug-
gefts this idea. It might alfo with probability be conje&ured, from
the quality of the-fand of which the bank appears to be compofed,
that the {ubftance of this pramontary, wathed up again upon the.

" thore of the pan{h of Dyke, formed the Mavis hills, and the.maga.
zine for the irruption over the eftate of Culbin.

There is in the parifh a confiderable variety of foil: Mff clay,
deep black mould, fhallow black foil, and light fand. The parith
lying either pretty high, or ftretchéd out into the fea, the climate is

-rather cold, but neither wet nor unhmlthy.

State of Property.]—The whole parith is the property .of Lord

- Cawdor, except the ground purchafed by Government for the fta-
tion of Fort George, and a farm for the accommodation of the
Governor. His Lordfhip pays the whole of the land rax affefting
the valued rent, which extends to L.6oo Scots. The real rent of
the parifh when Fort George was built was L.g15 fterling, and
L.50 more, which was the rent of the farm fold to Government.
The parifh contains 1985 acres, of which 966 are moor: after fup-
plying the inhabitants, it, in general, difpofes of goo bolls. Itislet
in whole to one tenant, who fubfets the greater part, in farms of 20
or 30 acres; the beft arable land at L.1. 10s. the acre, and that of
an inferior quality from gs. to 7s. 6d.

The fituation of Cromwell’s citadel upon the influx of the river
at Invernefs was originally chofen by Government for the ftation of

_ Fort George;-but the Magiftracy of that town, from an apprehen-
fion of its tendency to corrupt the morals of the people, eluded its
ereftion there, by fuch an exorbitant demand for the price of the

* ground, that the Duke of Cumberland, in a huff,. upon the report,
of able engimeers, found the ground whereon it now flands to be _
the moft eligible, which, with the farm that has been mentioned,
was



192 | * PRESENT STATE OF THE PROVINCE. [Clup m'.‘

- was pﬁrchafed from the f;mixy of Cawdor. The work ‘was com-

‘menced in the year 1747, under the direftion of General Skinner:
the original eftimate was L.120,000 fterling ; but it'required a little
more than the addition of L.40,000 to that fum. The citadel oc-
cupies 15 Englith acres of the point of low ground already deferib-
ed. On three fides the ramparts rife almoft out of the fea, which
can be introduced at pleafure into a formidable excavation firetched
along the fourth, with which the ancient foflé round any Gothic
caftle could not either in breadth or in depth be compared. It is
faid to be the only regular fortification in Britain: every member
of the work is covered by the defence of fome other, ‘and the be-
fiegers can take no flation without being expofed to its fize. The
depreflion of the out-works is fo managed, that the intérior of the
citadel commands every part around it, and the plain is fo broad on
the land.fide as to afford no advantage from-any higher ground,

- while its gravel is fo compaft and folid as to make the opening of

trenches-extremely difficult. It has 4 baftions, is mounted by 8o

cannon, and well fupplied with water. Befides the bomb-proof

apartments under the ramparts, the interior of the.citadel confifts
of handfome {quares of barracks, elegant accommodation for the

‘Governor and other officers, a fpacious armoury, a fecure bomb-
proof magazine, convenient flores, and a neat chapel. It is fuffi-

cient for the accommodation of 3000 men.

It is hardly poffible to contemplate the art.and fcience dxfplayed
in rendering it- defenfible, without admmng 'the advancement in
fortificution fince thofe rude ages in which the capital of Afia was
protefted by a fimple earthen rampart, flanked only with fome

‘towers of wood, and without even the fecurity of a ditch. Homer
reprefents Patroclus,- upon havmg repulfed a fome of the Trojans, '

fpnngmg lightly on the top of the wall: an alion which the judi-
cious bard would never have admitted, upon a perpeadicular flone
wall and a broad ditch. ,

The ufefulnefs of Fort George is not now very obvious: great
improvement has no doubt taken place in the manners and fenti-
ments of the people of .the country around, fince it' was firft gar-
rifoned, to which it is not eafy to fay how much it may have cona
tributed.  Confidering the ftate of the countryat that time, its in-
fluepce may have been confiderable; but it would have been inef-

: fe€tual fill, without the free accefs to evcry quarter which the for.

mation
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mation of roads has opened, the knowledge and new ideas which the

eftablifhment 'of fchools has diffufed : to which it may be added, that

the proteétion of the perfons and of the fubftance of the common

people, by the equal extenfion of the laws to every rank, hath pro-
duced among them a fatisfaltion and elevation of mind unknown

" to their anceflors, the flaves of baronial defpotifm. -

. State Ecclefiaflical.}—The church was removed from the vici-
ity of the ground fold to Government, to the plain above the
bank, about the year 1769. Its walls, as well-as thofe of the
manfe, are formed of clay, without any flone or lime., The burial
ground remains at the old ftatidn of the church, and is alfo ufed by

- the people-of the fortrefs. The right of patronage appertains to
- Lord Cawdor, There is no parochial fcheol. The number of the
poor amounts to 50: the money contributed in the church for
their fnpi;oft amounts to -about. L.15 flerling in the-year. The
number of people, exclufive of the inhabitants of the fort, is 802
there are only .a few Seceders diffenting from the national church.

Mifcellaneous Information. }—The Gaelic and Englith languages

.ére fpoken with equal readinefs. There is a, confiderable village,
Campbehown, containing about goo inhabitants, which has been
raifed in confequence of the cccafiqns of the garrifon. It main-

tains 8 boats, from 5 to 8 tons burden, employed in the white and

herring fifhery : the herring are chiefly fold to fifhing buffes. Sal.
mon- are alfo caught in the Frith. On the boundary of the parifh
of Nairn, there ‘is a rude obelifk, about 6 feet in height, reported
. to have been erefted on the grave of a chief, who loﬂ his lifeina

ﬁlly fcuffle ahout a cheefe..

- 1 O WO L0 1D 5D
NUMBER XIX.

. "PARISH OF CROT.

. . 1 N
Situation, Soil, Climate.]—Cro¥ lies on the fouthern fide of Ar-
derfier, and upon the weft of Nairn. It is interfefted through 8
mniles of its length by the river of that name, on the weftern fide of
which it is extended in the direétion northweft from Nairn, for the
fpace of 16 miles, confifting almoft of one commued low ridge of
: : “white

“
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white micoriffi ground, on which there are feveral fmall plots of
poorry ‘cultivated land. The foil along the river is a fertile loam,
and i in feveral parts fields of a good qualityare found ; but a'grest
part is poor and thin, on a cold hard foil, and the crop fubje&ed
to.damage when the harveft is late and wet. '

State of Praperty ~The parith, in the counties of. Nalrn and
Invernefs, is thared among ten proprietors.  The family feat-of
Kilravock is an old tower, fuppofed to have been built in the year
1460, to ‘which an elegant modern manfion, on a rock overhanging
the river, is conjoined. The gardens, dn orchard, and a confide-
rable extent of natural and planted wood, embellith the environs.
The domair is in the county of Nairn: the valued rent amounts to
L.792. - A little farther up, pleafantly fituated on the banks of the
river, is.Holm, the feat of Mr. Rofe, in the county of Invernefs, a
neat motlern-houfe, embellifhed by natural and planted wood : the
valuation.is L.120. Still farther up the river, in thé finte eounty,
is Cantray, the manfion-houfe of David Davidfon Efq. He has at
once-ornamented and improved his ample property, in a very: high
degree : more than 400 acves of wafte have been brought into the
higheft ftate of cultivation : his plantations excéed 2000 aeres: he

- has built a fplendxd and commodious manfion, and a handfome

bridge in its environs, of the greateft utility and ernament. His
domains are int both c‘ountles the eftate of Clava-in Nairn,; valued
at L.2g2. 155. 8d. added to thofe of Cantray and Clavala in the

~conmt) of Invernefs, extends his valued rent i this pan{b to the

fum of L.889. ~Arthur Forbes of Culloden Efg. has lands in both
counties within this parifh: his valuation in Nairn of L.g58. 14s.
6d. added to that of Lenoch and Bellbraid i in the county of Inver-
nefs, makes his valuation equal to L.449. 4s. 6d. The reft -of the
parith is wholly in the county ¢f Invernefs. The old caftle and

_eftate of Dalcrofs, the property of Mr. Mackintoth of Mackintofh,
- s valued at L. 190~ Part of the barony of Inches, the property of

M. Robertfow, is valied at L. .2g0. " Daltalich, a part of the eftate
of Lovat, is valued at L.116. 13s. 4d. * Mid Leys; the property of

"Mr. Baillie, is valued at L.133. 65._8d. Leys, the property of Col.

Frafer of Culduthel, is valued-at-L.1g0: and the property apper-
taining to Mr. Cuthbert of Caftlehill, valued at L.56, makes the

whole valuation of the parifh amount to L.2ggs5. t4s. 6d. Scots.
'Xhe greater part of the farms are below L.zo. fterling of rent.
Several
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‘Several of them are inconfiderable crofts, lately brought into cul-
-ture, and threatening to return to their original flate of moor.

“There ate 3 few rented from L.40 to L.j0, managed in the beft -

‘manner. \

State Eccle/iaﬂzcal ]——The parifh, in its prefent extent, confifts
of Croy, and the par|ﬂ1 of Dalcrofs, annexed before or about the
-Reformation. The vicar of Dalcrefs is- mentioned in the records
of the times of popery ; and the burial ground fill ufed a little,
:and the walls of its church, remain; and its giebe makes a part of
the prefent glebe. The names of both' parifhes are fuppofed to be
originally French, Croix, the crofs, and De [a Croix : but as a dif-
tri€t in the weftern quarter of the kingdom is named Glencro, o¥
croy, it may be of Gaelic birth, The ftipend, including the allow=

ancé for the communion, is L.go. 11s. fterling, and 8o bolls of

grain. The right of patronage is equally (hared hetween the fami-

lies of Cawdor and Kilravock.. The diftrié called Leys is fo dift:

ant from the church, that, during the fummer and autumn months;
public worfhip is. performed there every fourth Sunday, i the open
air. The falary of the parochial -fchool is 16 bolls. of bear ! the
fees of education, and the perquifites of the' office of feffion.-clerk,

make the whole cftablifhment equal to L.ce fterling yearly. The

Society for Chriftian Knowledge maintain aifo a {chool in the pa:
rith, with an. appointmem ot L.1e fterling, befides the houfe, gar-
den, fuel, and the maintenance of a cow, furnifhed by the proprie«
tor and people. Both fchools are flourithing and well attended.
Except -4 of the- prfcopahan perfuafion, the whole of the people,
amounting to 542, appertain to the national church. - -

Mifzellaneois® Information.]—It was in this parith, “near the =

middle of the ridge of.moorifh ground on the fide towards the ris

- wer, that the decifive and important altion of Culloden was atchieva .,

ed.” After Prince.Charles- Edward had fully afcertained the fentis
ments both of England and Wales to be-adverfe to his defperate
attempt, and found himfelf duped in the fupport which had been
fo liberally pramifed by France and. Spain, the counctls of his ad:
herent chiéfs, difira@ted by jeileuly and diffenfion, were deeply
marked by the infatuation of defpair: for though prelumption only
could flaster them with the hope of fuccefs, and defeat muft be at-
tended by inevitable deftruétion, yet under the advantage of the
terror and alarm:which they bad thrown cver the capital, their fuc-

Cc . _ celsful

—
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_ cefsful retreat almoft from the envifons of London, fo wanderful
in every circumftance, the refources which they flill poffefled, and
the additional fupport which they might acquire, had.they then fued
for peace, and carried on at the fame time the war, they would have

obtained an amnefty for the whole of the common people, and eafy

terms for the le(s diftinguifhed chiefs; and while they retained the
command of feveral ports on hoth fides of the ifland, the Adven.
turer himfelf, and fuch as .could not reafonably hope for pardon,
might have eafily retreated to an afylum on the Continent. = This
however they did not attempt. In the mean time royal forces

thi¢kened every-where around them; every diftri@t almoft of the |

weftern Highlands (Invernefs and Fort-Auguftus excepted) was
occupied by formidable detachments of adverfe troops. The Duke
of-Cumberland arrived at Aberdcen about the end of Februaty,
and, having campieted his magazmcs, commenced his march wich
the laft divifign of his forces upon the 8th of April, and rendez-
vouled at Cullen with the whole army. on the 11th. On the morn-
ing of the 12th, Major Gen. Hulke, with the cavalry, a body of
loyél Highlanders, 15 companies of grenadiers, and ¢ field pieces,
attended by the Duke himfelf, preceded the army to the banks of
the Spey. The Dukc of Perthi, the Lords John Drummond, Kil-

mwarnoch, and Balmeripoch, and Secretary Murray, bad for fome.

time taken up their quarters in.the manfe of Speymouth, on the
other fide of that river. The minifter has left it.on record, that
though they ufed him civilly, and gave him fo difturbance con-
cerning his principles, yet it was expenlive to him,-and public wor-
thip was fufpended during their {ojourn there. 2000 men. was the
force under their command, able to have prevented she paflage of
the royal army, or to have defeated them when ftruggling with the
power of the fiream: but on ‘their- appearance on the fouthern bank
the rebels fled off towards Elgin, with the moft unaccountable p.re.
cipitation.. -The hogfe,, fuftained by the grenadiers and Highland-
ers, immediately paffed over, but nat with. fuch expedition as to
warrant a purfuit. - The whole army thereafter forded . the river,
to the depth of their middles, and one grenadier and 4 women,

borne down by its rapidity, were drowned. They encamped in

the vicinity of the manfe; and his Royal Highnefs, with a more
cordial welcome, occupied the*flate bed, from which the Duke of
Pexih was difpollcfled. . Their march on Sunday the. 13th reached

i s to
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to the church of Alves: the encampment was formed on arable’
field, then green with the {pringing corn; the owner confidered

the crop to be deftroyed, but it was found to have been thereby

greatly improved. On the 14th they marched forward to the -
town of Nairn.. The Duke entering into the 27th year of his age,
they refted on the 15th, folemnizing the aufpicious anniverfary,

and trimming their accoutrements and arms.

* By this time the greater part of’ the rebel-troops, from various

quarters, under different chiefs, had rendezvoufed with the Prince

at Invernefs. But inftead of prudently retreating to the faftn&fles

of the mountains, which then afforded flore of live cattle for pro->
vifion, where their regiments would have beéen recruited, and their

force augmented by a ftrong reinforcement of the Macpherfons,

then a&ually in full march to their aid, and where perhaps the dif- - A

after of Clofterfeven might have by anticipation been prevented,
they weakly drew out'to meet their fate upon Drummoffie moor,
where they lay the whole night under arms, having very little pro-
vifion: two bannocks of bread only to each man. And in the
anxious expeétation of the advance of the royal army, they waited
in the order of battle the whole of the fucceeding day ; during which
they were joined by 1400 men, under young Lovat, Keppoch, and

* Locheil. Having formed the weak purpofe of furprifing the Duke’s
army in the night of the birth-day folemnization, they marched eaft-
ward after fun-fet in two columns: but then faint with hunger and
fatigue, many were unable to come up ; embarraffed by the length
“of the columns, they were obliged to make feveral halts; and many, .
overpowered with fleep, dropped off unperceived in the dark,  and
lay hid in the ficlds. And at the diftance of g miles, it was found
impoflible to reach the Duke’s army before the rifing of the fun,
and only then with half the number that had marched off the moor.
Charles therefore was reluftantly prevailed upon to meafure back
his way to the ground firft chofen for the battle, in which he was
rejoined by the greater part of thofe who had ftraggled in the noc-
turnal march. Immediately on regaining their flation, great num-
bers difperfed in queft of provifion; and many, overpowered by
fatngue, lay down to fleep on the heath. About 5 o’clock in the
morning, the army began their march from Nairn, nearly 15 muiles
diftant from the place of engagement: and the repofe of the wear ied
clans was difturbed by the alarm of their approach. ;. They formed

' : Cce the

-
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the order of ‘battle with at leaft 1000 fewer than they lad muflered .
on the preceding day: the front in 13 divifidns, each clan under -

its refpeQive chief, having 6 field picces in the middle of the line}
to fupport the front, were difpofed Fitz- James’s hor{e on the right,
covered by the wall of an inclofure; 4 companies of French piquets.
compofed the middle column; and on the left were 5 companies of
Lord John Drummond’s foot, and a body of horfe compofed of the
Prince’s guards: open to the centre of the foot was the young
Adventurer and- his body guards; and in his rear was the line of
referve. ,

The Duke’s army formed in 2 lines alfo, and g regiments, for the
corps of referve: the dragoons, under Hawley, were on the left
flank, 2nd Kingfton’s horfe guarded the right ;. the artillery, con-
fifting of 10 field pieces, were placed 2 in the centre of each regi-
ment: fo that fome pieces were capable of flanking the enemy on
whatever part of the line the impreffion might be made. The royal
army confifted of 8811, and, the other numbered 8350. About one
o’clock: afternoon the artillery of both parties opened: that of the

rebels was ill ferved and ineflicient, but the king’s made dreadful -

havock among- them: which Lord George Murray, the leader of
the right wing, perceiving, called on them to advance; and o0

charged the left wing with their ufual impetuofity. Barrel’s regi-’

ment and Monro’s were - yielding to the preffure of this column,
when they were fuftained by 2 battalions under Wolfe, advancing
- from the fecond line; by whefe clofe fire great numbers fell,

while the cannon continued to pour deftrutior: with their carts ridge
fhot. Meanwhile the dragoons, aided by the militia of Argyle,
having opened paflages in the dyke, broke in upon the ng‘:t flank ;

while ngﬁon 's horfe, upon the lcft, met them in the centre, com-
pieting the confufion of the rebels: their rout in lefs than 30
minuotes was final, and the field covered with the flain. The
. French ‘piquets in their right covered their retreat for a little 'by a
clofe and regular fire: then retiring to Invernefs, they furrendered
themfelves prifoners of war. The road to that town was firewed
with the bodies of the dead. Many friends even, who.had come
to fhare the yiftory, were facrificed in the undiﬁingaifhing exylta-

tion of the vi€tors over the uprefifting foe. An entire body of the:

rebels, however, marched off the field of battle, their pipes playing,
and the flandard of Charles d:fplayed On the fucceeding day

20c0
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2000 met on the road to Badenoch, and, after a little deliberationgs
finally dxfperfed .
In every inftance of civil war, rapine, defolation, and. murder;
will be the cruel lot of numbers, though unrefifting to either fide.
The moderation, however, of the rebels in the feafon of their fucs
cefs, confidering their neceffities, is defervedly worthy of the moft
diftinguifhed : praife: private property, fave a trifling exallion at
_ Manchefter and Glafgow, remained inviolate in both their peregri
nations from one end-of the ifland almoft to the other.. Yet the
objeéts of fpoil were moft tempting to undifciplined and needy ad-
- venturers; and their ideas of honefty and juftice had imprefled but
faintly the virtue of forbearance and felf-denial: and, fave onlyin .
the rage. of battle, they were extremely delicate and gentle refpce.
ting the effufion of blood. But with an extremely different mea-
"fure was it meted to them in the day of their calamity. And not-
withftanding the wickednefs of their attempt to fubvert our religion,
liberty, and glorious conflitution, it was not poflible to regard the
fallen fufferers without pity, without condemning the rigour of that
vengeance to which the weak and fubmiffive were doomed. " The
foldiers of the king, not contented with the blood which had beén
fo profylely fhed in the heat of aGion, traverfed the field after the
battle, and maffacred thofe miferable wretches whom they found
unrelifting and ‘maimed; ‘fome officers even, uninfpired by fenti-
roent, untinétured by humanity, bore a part in tiys cruel fcene of -
2{laffination.” But that day did not fate the vengeance of the loyal
powers: In the month of May they advanced into the Highlands,
.and encamped at Fort Auguftus, which had been lately by the re-
bels blown up; whence detachments were to every quarter fent
off: the men, hunted down like wild beafls, were fhot upon the
mountains, or put to death in cold bloed, without the form of trial;
"the women, having feen their fathers, brothers, and hufbands mur-
dered fubjefted to violation, were turned out naked with their
children to ftarve upon the barren hills; one whole family, fhut up
in a-barn, were confumed to athes ; every houfe, hut, or habitation,
was without diftinftion burned. So aftive and alert were thofe

mminifters of vengeance, that in a few days neither houfe nor cottage, - -

man nor beaft, was to be feen within the compafs of 50 miles: all
vas ruin, filence, and defolation! :

Yet jollity and glee alone refounded in. the camp at Fort Anguf.

. Lus.
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tus.. Upwards of 2400black cattle, with droves of fheep and goats,

and troops of horfes, were brought in—the plunder of the murdered
afants: and horfe-racing among every rank and fex prevailed.

His Royal Highnefs gave a holiand fmock for a prize: and the

wives of the foldiers ftarted on the bare.backs of garrans, riding,

" with their legs on each fide, like the men. On the fame courfers

Hawley and Colonel Howard run a match for 20 gumeas ; and the

- firft of thefe heroes, by 4 inches, won. .

. \While thefe circumflances are recorded in the page of hiftory,
let each fucceeding generation beware of foﬁenng rebellion, or ex-
cmng infurreftion, but only to obtain relief in fituations that can .
be bardly rendered more calamitous. -

- The vanquhed Adventurer, all his hope of a ctown in one half
hour difpelled, rode off the field with a few horfemén, accompamed :
by Lord Elcho and the Duke of Perth. Croffing the river Nairn,*.
he retired to the houfe of a gentleman in Strath-herrick, and after a
. mournful conference with Lord Lovat, difmiffing his followers,
he wandered about, a wretched folitary fugitive, furrounded by
armed enemies; chafed from hill to dale, from wood to heath, and |
from fhore to fhore; lurking feldom in a cottage, {fometimes in a
cave, and frequently on the bare wafte, ‘without attendants, and
without other fupport than what the pooreft peafant could fupply.
Sometimes, affuming women’s attire, he appeared a lady’s ‘maid; ‘
and fometimes, in the habit of a trav clling mountaineer, with a wallet |
" on his back: he was rowed in fither boats from ifle to ifle among
the Hebrides, paffing through the midft of his enemies unknown,
expofed to hunger, thirft, and wearinefs, to cold and wet, in con.
" tinual peril: he trufted his life to the fidelity of more than 5o in-
dividuals, moftly in the loweft paths of fortune, and knowing that
to betray him raifed them at once to affluence and wealth, by the
price of L.go,000 fet upon his head; but they detefted riches on
fuch infamous terms, and they miniftered to his negeffities with
the utmoft fidelity and zeal, even at the hazard of their own defs
truétion. Through the whole courfe of his diftreffes (which were|
fuch as hardly any other perfon ever outlived), he maintained thé
moft amazing equanimity and good humour: never abandoned by
his bope and recolletion, he ftill found fome expedient that {aved
. him from captivity and death. At length, in the fifth month of hi
pamfm peril, he got op board a prwateer of St, Malo by means of]
a thick
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a thick fog, he paffed through Leftock’s {quadron. unfeen, and ar-
rived in fafety at Rofeau in Bretagne; his eye hollow, his vifage
wan, and his conflitution greatly impaired by famine and- fatigue.
The hiftory of his race, in every generation, loudly admonithes
“ all kings ta be wifz, and all judges of the earth to be infirudled 7
ever to govern with difcretion, and- with fuch care .for the public
weal, as may preferve the love of their fubjeéis, and maintain their
reign over people, happy becaufe they feel themfelves free.

- There is little now.to be feen on the field of battle: but it is ﬂtl!
vifited by many. The graves of thofe who fell are firikingly dif-”
tinguifhable by their verdant furface of grafs rifing through the

brown furrounding heath. About 5o only of the army fell, of.

whom 6 were officers, one of them Lord Robert Ker: the number
of the rebels who were killed in the aftion and.in the purfuit has
been computed at 2500. Bullets and fragments of armour, which
are picked up by the people of the neighbourhood, are anxioufly
lought after, and prcferved with care as cufioinies, -or as valuable
relige. - :

NUMBER XX:

PARISH OF CALDER

Sztuatzon, Soil, Climate. ]—CALDER, derived from the Gaelic
DIL, wood, and DUR, water,is connefed with Nairn on the north,
ad Croy on the fouth. It meets with Auldearn and Ardctach at
ie eaft, and extends fouthward to the confines of Moy and Dua
il.  Its fouthern quarter is enlivened by the river-Findern, and
it of its northern fide by that of the Naum, to which the fireamx
{ Calder, partly in a deep socky channel, thickly throuded with
pod a varicty of foreft trees, haftens from the weft. The flat
nn of the lower part of the panﬁl as it firetches fouthward, rifes
a hilly tra&, and elevates its boundary with Moy into a lofty
suntain. The foil, in general neither wet nor deep, may be def-
ibed as kindly, fharp and fertile, diverfified in the-lower part with
»ts of moorifh and rocky ground; in the higher it is more gene.
1y brown heath, covering extenfive trats of the peat morafs.
e air is acconntet remarkably falubrious.

State -
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\ State of Praptrty }—The pan[h chiefly in the county of Nairn,
with a fmall part in that of Invernefs, extends its total valuation te
the fum of L.1963. 12s. Scots; of which the property of Lord
Cawdor, comprehending Auchendune, Torrich, Inchgeddle, and
Streens, amounts’to.the valuation of L.1565. 225, tod. This i
. the family feat and original refidence of the ancient thanes. Similar
. to the manfion of Kilravock, a modern building has been conjoined
* toan ancjent tower, built by royal licence in the year 1454, guarded
on the weft by the deep rocky defile of the ftream of Cawdor, and
furrounded on the other fides by a ditch-and drawbridge. The
enyirons, it has been noticed, as its name imports, are naturally
embellithed by the landfcapé fcenery of wood and water; and théy
have been alfo improved by the decorations of art. In the loweft
vault of the tower, the trunk of a hawthorn tree flill. ftands in the
original ftation where it grew out of the rock; over which tradi-
tion relates that a dream, dire€ting the fituation of the fabric, pro-
mifed profperity to the race whilft it fhould remain.

The lands of Clunes and Torbey, mortgaged to Dr. Campbclh
are valued at L.114. 7s. 2d. to which the valuation of his eftate of
Budzeat, in the county of Invernefs, of L.160 Scots, is alfo to be
added. Mr. Rofe of Holm has Drumurnie, valued in the whole at
L.123. 19s. of which a part, amounting to L.50, appertains to the
county of Invernefs: The real rent may be at prefent eftimated
about L.1200 fterling, arifing from about 4500 cultivated acres,
yrented from es. 6d. to 15s. the agre; to thefe are conjoined about
8500 under ond, broom, and natural pafturage; the remainder is
moor and mountain peat, about 18000o. The extent of the farms
are from 40 to 100 acres: and about 70 ploughs are emp]oyed xd
their caltivation.

State Ecclefiaftical ]—The old name of the parifh was Boriv
properly Bar Ewan: literally denoting Ewan’s height, or high cound
try; and figuratively, excellent, or St. Ewan, to whom the parfond
age was dedicated. “The church originally ftood in the fouthern
higheft quarter of the parifh, till about the year 16 19: and 3oy
after it was moved into its prefent central ftation; a wing. from
parifh of Auldearn was annexed at the eaft. The value of the livi
including 20 bolls of bear and 20 of meal, is ‘equal to L.8o fterh
The right of patronage appertains to Lord Cawdor. The falary
the fchool is 8 bolls of bear and 8 of nieal, and L.1. 5s. as the cl

]
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- ofthe feffion, with the official perquifites, and the dués of education
from about 50 fcholars, the mean number through the year.. . The -
poor upon the roll amount to 40, and the provifion for their ne-
ceflities about L.12 yearly, arifing” from the contribution of 850
perfons, the members of the national Church; there being only

“one Epifcopalian, and one Seceder in the parifh.

Mifcellancous Information.]—The people, in general, are hu-
"mane, moral, and religious, there being few law fuits or quarrels
" among them; they are very induftrious; they difpofe of a confider-

able quantity of viftual at Invernefs, Naitn, and Fort George,

“where their fat cattle and fheep are likewife fold; they difcover no

-propenfity for the military life, in which, or in the navy, very few

, engage; they are contented with their fituation, and difcaver no

;.de(' ire to leave the pan{h although every other year a few lads, as

. adventurers, apprentices or fervants, feek their fortunes in Edin-
burgh, London, or America; they complain of the uncertainty

.of their leafes; and they are troubled by the caprice, wantonnefs,

_and extravagance of the farm fervants. :

SV TH ‘0\'0\"0-%%

NUMBER XXI.

! : PARISII OF ARDCLACH.
b
Situation, Soil, Climate.}—THEe pzm[h of Ardclach, denoting ini
.the Gaelic high flony ground, occupies a confiderable fpace of the
‘fouthern border of the county of Nairn. It is inter{eéted, for the
'greater part.of its length; by the river Findern, which, at its eaft-
‘ern corner, divides it from Edinkielie ; and it meets with the pa-
nlh of Duthel in the fouthern mountains. The parith is a hilly
dxﬁn& furnifhing little other pafture but what is produced with
the heath. There is howevera confiderable extent of wood, birch,
hazle, and a{h fir, aller, and oak. The foil is fhallow, on a hard
gravelly fole, and much encumbered with flone. Although the
axr is fuppof«.d to be healthy, yet the people, young and old, are
pecuhariy fubjeét to the eryfipelas. Still many have furpaffed the
7oth, and a few the 8oth year. of their age.
State of Property. ]—The valued rent, amounting to L.2358. 1s.
: Dd :
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" 5d. Scots, is fhax;ed among 4 propnetors On the eftate ‘of Mifs
Brodle of Lethin is a handfome manﬁon-boufe, at Culemoney,
with gardens, plantations, and inclofed fields. The valued rent is
L.1708. 11s. 5d. Charles Gordon of Braid Efg. has the lands of
Mid Flanefs, valued at L.182. 10s. 84. Colonel Cuming Gordon
of Altyr has Glenernie and Craigroy, at L.185; and Lord Caw-
.dor, Boath, Benehar, and Keppernach, at L.g11. 19s. 4d.

- The farms are in general but of fmall extent. The mode of cul-
tivation which was introduced into this kingdom by the Roman

Catholic clergy, long before the reformation of religion, ftill re, .

‘mains unreformed. A {mall ill-formed plough, drawn by 4 cattle
and 4 horfes, or by 6 cattle and 2 horfes, produces about the third
return of bear, rye, and oats, chiefly of the fmall black hairy kind,
befides a plot of eath farm in potatoe. The whole arable land is
fuppofed to be comprifed in 2000 acres. The real rent in the year
1785 was proved, in a law-fuit for an augmentation of the ftipend,
to be L.543. 8s. 5d. fterl. and 283 bolls of vittual : but the fole de-
pendence of the people is on their cattle ; and having no leafes, they
feel no permanent nor fteady intereft in the foil. The number of

black cattle is about 1000, that of theep 2000, and goo horfes.
State Ecclefiaftical. ]—During the Roman Catholic difpénfation,
there was no fixed paftor in Ardclach. It was not a parifh by it-
felf il about the year 1638, when it was dlejomed from Edinkie.
lie, and Donald Macpherfon the rdained its firkt minifter. The
- ftipend at prefent is L.55. 16s. 9d. and g1 bolls g firlots and g
pecks of catmeal.- The glebe is nearly 5 acres, and a little natural
_pafturage. The right of patronage appertains to Mifs Brodie of
Lethin. The falary of the parochial {chool is L.10 fterling : the
‘number of {cholars near ly 40. The Society for Chriflian Know-
ledge fupport a fchool in the extremity of the parifh, where the
.fam)e number of fcholars attend. The Socxety have alfo joined
Mifls Brodie in fupporting a {pinning-{chool, making its. eftablih-
ment between them equal to L.io fterling. There is no other
fund for the poor,-who amount to g4 upon the roll, but the con-
tributions of their ncighbours at their meetings for public worlhip,
about L.4 fterling in the year.” The whole of the parifhioners are

members of the national Church, 1186 fouls.

Mifcellaneous Information.]—There is a confiderable quantity
‘of woolen cloth called plaiden, and a coarfe tartan, a kind of
: - broad

———
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road cloth, and a- fmall quantity of duffle, made for fale in the"
nilies of the tenants ; and wool has fold as high as 13s. the ftone.
Part of the afh, birch, and aller timber is alfo wrought into im-
lements of hufbandry. Many emigrated to the other fide of the
be, bcfore the breaking out of the American war.

\
ORIV

" PRESBYTERY OF INVERNESS.

. NUMBER XXIL
PARISH OF MOY AND DALAROSSIE..

Sztactwn Soil, Climate. ]—Tms parn(h comprehendmg lhe four.
s of the Findern, conjoins with Ardclach and Calder on the fouth
fouth-weft. Its greateft length along the courfe of the river is
arly go miles: its mean breadth is about 5. The country is bar-
» bleak, and-mountainous. The cultivated ground, in narrow
ripes or {mall plots on the banks of the river, exceeds not the
irtieth part of the parith. The principal fource of the .Findern,
f the diftance of 50 miles from its termination, is a copious ftream
ing from the fiflure of a great rock called the Cloven Stone. The
aelic name of the river is the UISGERN; and,.from the length of
courfe between high mountains in this parifh, itis called sSTRATH-
N -although, from a narrow pals towards Invernefs, by which,
the honeft times of our more godly anceftors, inroads were made
o the low country, and wherz a few could ftop purfuit, its an-
nt name was STAR-SACH-NA-GAUL, tke threfhold of the High~
ders. This pafs was found then fo convenient for the more re-
te banditti of Badenach and Strathfpey that, for the free ufe
it, they agreed to pay the proprietor a tithe of the fponl the' pe-
liar Gaelic epithet of this honourable acquirement is impreffively
embered, {ignifying the collop of the prey, which confifted
iefly in'cattle. After the diftriét was cleared of wood, and partly
Itivated, it obtained the fofter appellation of Moy, denoting the -
in : the greater part.of the diftri€t under this appellation is a val-

, detached in a dire&ion nerth-weft from the courfe of the river,
u’:h itfelf ﬂrctches up towards the fouth.wefl. The modern
J ‘ Dds - name

/
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name of the other diftri&t fignifies the valley of Fergus. The foil
" of the cultivated ground is for the moft part of a very good quality,
but the climdte is much colder. than that of the neighbouring pa-
rifhes, and the crops later. The fnow in gencral begins to fall by
the middle of November, and frequently continues till March or
April ; but the inhabitants are healthy, and feveral have attained
nearly to the age of 9o years.
_ State of Property.]—Moyhall, the famn!y feat of Aineas Mack-
intoth of Mackintofh, the chieftain of the clan, is valued with the
lands of Suffin at L.674. 13s. 4d. Dr. James Mackintoth of Kyla- |
chy, the author of the Vindicie Gal. inherits Eafter Banchar and |
Wefter Strathnoon, valued at L.g10. 6s. 8d. 'William Mackintoth '
of Balnefpie has Eafter Strathnoon and Muckle Corrybrugh, at
L.276. 13s.4d. Lachlan Mackintoth holds Raigmore, valued at
L.go. William Mackintoth of Aberairder has Invermafron, at
. L.53..6s. 8d. John Mackintoth poflefits Dalmigvie, at L.79. ros.
Angus Mackintofh of Holm inherits Fraé, at L.46. 13s. 4d. Du-
gald Macqueen holds Pollockchak, at L.5o : and Lachlan Macpher-
fon has Weft Banchar, at L.go : extending the whole valuation of
the parifh to the fum of L.2142. 10s.

The real rent is about L.1oco fterling. Paﬂuragc i the import-
ant object. The farms, though of confiderable extent, are for the
moft part let from L.g to L.1o of rent: their number is counted
about 200. Befides the money rent, each tenant is burdened with
the payment of wedders, fowls, eggs, and other articles, and much

_ labour in the digging and carriage of fuel, in reaping the corn, and
in carrizges to and from diftant parts of the country: all which,
though noway perceived in the revenue of the proprietor, moft ef-
fe€tually check the improvement of the country, and mar all calcu-
lation of thé value of land. The fhortnefs cf the labouring feafon
requires 246 ploughs, each in general drawn by 4 horfes, to which
2 oxen are in fome cafes added. The number of horfes is abeut
900, black cattle 18co, and ftheep 12,000. The rents are paid, and
fuch ncceflaries as the farms do not produce, are provided by the
yearly fale of part of the live ftock. .
 State Ecclefiafical. 11t has been already noticed, that the pref
bytery of Invernefs was eftablithed a feparate judicature in the year
1708, into which, in the arrangement of this undertaking, this pa-

+ . rifh falls to be thc firft.

Although
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Although Moy and Dalaroffie in fome refpe&s are unconne&ed,
each having its own church, they have been 'under the charge of
-one paftor fince the times of popery. The refidence is in Moy, but
part of the glebe is 9 miles diftant, at the church of Dalaroffic.
"Tle ftipend is L.69. 14s. 2d. fterling. The right of patronage ap-
pertains to the family of Kilravock. The falary of the fchool is
L.8. 6s. 8d. and L.2. 10s. as the fee of the feflion-clerk, which,
with the other emoluments, makes the whole eftablifhment about
L.20 yearly. .The poor in general do fomething for their own fup.
port : the annual fund raifed, as in the neighbouring parifhes, is
about L.g fterling. Many depend on begging for their mainte~
mance. There are a few of the inhabitants of the Epifcopalian per-
. fuafion; but as the whole perform the duties of public worthip in
the parith church, they may be all accounted of the national efta-
“blifhment : their number amounts to. 1813 fouls.

Mfcellaneous Information.]—1In their fentiments the people are
extremely wedded to prejudice, and in their manners to old cuf~ -
tom. They may perhaps be religious; but it is certain that in one
cafe they preferred facrifice to mercy. The language, drefs, and
moft of the peculiarities of the ancient Highlanders, continue
without alteration : their hotifes are of the fame conftruction with .
. thofe of their predeceflors for many generations, the fire-place near
the middle, and the family feated around it. In the ftormy feas
fon of winter, the feverity of the weather arrefts all induftry in the
field : the care of their cattle is almoft their only occupation. In
the fpring, thcir exertions are great and unremitting till the feed-
time is over ; in the harveft, thcy are equally diligent in fccuﬁng
their crop before the winter fets in; and the great labour in fum-
mer confifts in providing the ftock of fuel.

The lake of Moy is fomewhat more than a mile in length, and
rather lefs than one in breadth. It abounds in char, and a v: mcty
of other trout of various fize and colour, Near its middle is an
ifland, about 2 acres in extent, nearly in the thape of a violin: on
its fouthern end are the ruins of ancient buildings, of confiderable
extent: the remains of a fireet, the whole length of the ifland,"
and the foundations of houfes on each fide, are readily diftinguifh-
" able. In the year 1762, two ovens were difcovered, each capable
of baking 1501b. avoirdupois of meal. In the year 1422 it con-
zamcd a garrifon of 400 men, and here the chief of Mackintoth

gefided,
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refided, except during the winter, when the country was inaccef-

fible. The walls of a more modern building remain pretty entires
an infcription over the gate imports, that'it was built in 1665 by

Lachlan, the 2oth chieftain of the clan, The garden, ftocked with
fruit trees and bufhes, is flill in cultivation.

. At the diftance of feveral hundred yards, is another {mall ifland,
formed by the accumulation of common rounded ftone. It was
the prifon, when' the punifhment of malefattors was vefted in the
chiefs. The miferable prifoner could fcarcely fltand with dry feet
when the Jake was at the loweft ; but in the feafon of rain, if the
furface was then no higher than now, the water rofe nearly te
its middle ; but within the fpace of 24 hours he was condemned or
fet free. Necar the north end -of the lake, there is a chalybeate
fpring, accounted medicinal for head-aches and diforders in the
fiomach. There is a confiderable extent of natural wood, chiefly
hrch and aller, upon the banks of the Findern, .

\

e a2 ol
NUMBER XXIII

PARISH OF DAVIOT AND DUNLIGHTT.

Situation, Soil, Climate.]—THE river Nairn winds eaft-ward
from its fources for the length of 23 miles through this parifh. The
cultivated grounds extend from about 2 to nearly 4 miles jn breadth,
The name of Daviot is believed to have been givea to the fmaller
diftri& in honour of David Earl of Crawford, once. its proprietor;
who built a fortrefs, lately razed for the lime-rubbifh as manure,
The other name in Gaelic is DUN-LE-CHATTI, #he hill of the clan
Chattan. This ancient tribe, under the varions furnames of Mack«
jntofh, the chief, Macgilliyray, Macpherfon, Macbean, Shaw, Smith,
and Gow, continue in the pofleflion of an extenfive tratt upon
either fide of this hill; ‘which yet bears upon its {ummis the tokeng
of having been the rendezvous, and the place whence the fignals
were made, as the exigences of remote times required. The church
of this diftri&t ftands near its bottom: that of the other a few miles
to the north-weft of Moy. The appearance of the country is not
inviting: where the hills are not covered with heath,  on which

: no
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no tree is feen,” théy are naked rock; while large trals of peat
" morafs, or barren moor, deform the vales below. Among the
mountains there are feveral lakes: that of Dundlechak is of the
moft confideration; it dnfcharges one of the branches of the river;
it is very deep; it is the lake which ncver freezes in winter, by the
moft intenfe and longeft froft: but in a calm night during the
fpring, it is readily frozen over in the {pace only of one night. -
The lake of Ruthven, though about half the extent of the other,
being 3 miles in length, and nearly one in breadth, is vaftly its fu-
perwr in the eftimation of the angler: there is no pike in it, but it
is well flocked with trout, of the Lochleven kind, fimilar to falmon
"~ when drefled; 4 or 5 dozen, from g to 8 Ib. are at times caught in
the fpace of two hours: and one or two boats are kept on the lake

for the purpofe only of fithing. Weftward for fome miles from - -

the church of Dunlighty, the hills are chiefly ompofed of rock;
and almoft every-where along their bafe innumerable fragments, of
enormous bulk, appearing to have bcen violently fevered from
their parent cliffs, exhibit the moft fatisfablory proof that earthi
quaLcs have been more frequent and more dreadful in this quars
ter ' of the ifland than either tradition or hiftory records. Near the
church of Daviot, and for fome miles above it on both fides of the
river, there is a natural objeét of another kind more {triking ftill -
the ground is more than goo fect of perpendicular height above the.
level of the Frith; it neverthekefs prefents a great many fand hills,
which evidently appear to have been formed by the current of -
contrary tides, under the flux and reflux of the ocean. At that
period, not only this ifland, but the greater part of Europe, muft
_have been the bottom of the fed, probably during the antideluvian
#era, or in that more early period when ¢ the Spirit of God moved
¢ upon the face of the waters, before he divided the waters which
*¢ were under the firmament from thofe which were aboveit.” °

In fome places the {oil is fandy and light; in others it is fpongy -
and wet, incumbent on clay; there are alfo tralts where it is black,
of .the quality of peat earth; and in many places all thefe kinds are
compounded together. A confidcrable proportion of the foil is,
however, fertile, and capable of producing pretty plemtiful crops:
. but the climate is variable and unprepitious; and oftentimes the
whole labour and hope of the year is blafled in oue pight or morn.
: / o . ing

.



\

<210 PRESENT STATEZ OF THE PROVINCE.  [Chap.ure

ing in the months of Auguft or September, by the mildew froft,
to which the beft and loweft fields are'moft expofed.

State of Property.]—In its political circumftances, the parifh is
placed in the counties of Nairn and Invernefs. It is at prefent
the inheritance of 8 proprietors. - John Macgtllwray of Dunma--
glafs Efq. has the valuation of L.400 Scots in the county of Nairn,
and L.486 in that of Invernefs. David Davidfon of Cantray Efq.
holds a valuation of L.226. 6s. 84. “Captain Macpherfon of 1n-
verefhie has a valuation of L.56. 13s. 4d. - Kneas Mackintofh of
Mackintofh Efq. has the property of Daviot, at L.448. William
Mackintofh of Culclachy, L.g13. 10s. Captain Mackintofh of
* Aberairder, L.694. 6s. 8d. James Mackintofh of Far, L.2coo. And
“Arthur Forbes of Culloden, L.108. 6s. 8d. extending the whole
valuation of the parifh to the fum of L.2933. 6s. 8d. At the family
feats of Dunmaglafs and: Far, the improvement of draining, en-
cloﬁug, and planting, has been for fometime carried on with pros..
priety and fuccefs. The ftate of agriculture is in extreme back- -
wardnefs: the fmall black hairy oats and rye are the principat

"crops: common oats and barley fucceed but in few places, and

frequently mifgive. The quantities of land are denominated da-

‘ vochs, ploughs, and aug/zteen parts: they were at firft alcertained

with regard to the quality, rather than to the extent; and as, in
feveral cafes, the quality has been fince improved, thefe denomi-
nations now appear arbitrary and uncertain. Few tenants occupy
more than one aughteen ‘part, the rent of which is from L.3 to L.35,
befides a variety of fervices exaéted by the landlords, both in feed
time and harveft—fo flagrantly detrimental to all improvement, that
of late fome of the proprietors begin ta difcover that the prattice
of the landlords in the higheft cultivated diftri€ts of the kingdom is

" more wife than theirs; that they will become more refpeétable by

having their revenue wholly in money, afcertained by the number
of the acres on their eftates; having their tenants in other refpeéts -

. entirely independent, and hiring farm fervants fufficient for the

cultivation of the lands in their own occupation. Qf late the black-
faced fheep have been introduced into the higher parts of the dif-
tri€t of Dunlighty; and they do not appear to fuffer from the cli-

.. mate: the mean value is gs. each, and the number about 2ooo.

" The common crofs brecds are double that number, and their mean
: value
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value about gs. each, The number of black cattle have been di-
miniflied by increafing the number of the fheéep; they flill count to
about 1300, and their mean value about L.2 each. Horfes are ge-
nerally ufed in the cultivation of the land: they are of fmall fize;
their number about 8co; and their mean value about L.2. 10s,
. . State Ecclefiafltical.]—The parifhes of Daviot and Dunlighty
Were united about the year 1618. The refidence is at Daviot, at
the diftance of 7 miles from the church of Dunlighty, where pub.
lic worthip is performed every alternate Sunday. The fipend is
L.77. 6s. fterling, with a fmall glebe, detached in parts as in the
original parifhes. The right of patronage appertains to Lord Caw-
dor. Tlre appointment of the {chool-mafter, including the emo-
. luments of the office of feffion clerk, is about L.12. The number
of the poor is nearly46: and the funds for their provifion, raifed
~ in the common form, and augmented by an endowment of L.: 36,
bearing intereft, exceeds not L.5 yearly. The members of the na.
tional Church are 1265: and there are 430 of the communion of
the Epifcopalian Church of Scotland, who have a chapel for them. .
felves in the parith, but can only afford to have public worfhip -
there once in g or 4 Sundays: during the interval they affemble
with their neighbours in the parifh church. There are two Seec.
ders of lefs liberality of fentiment.

Mifcellaneous Information.]—The people are devout and. regua
Iar in their profeffion of religion, difpofed to rcft fomewhat on ex-
- ternal forms, which, however, does not appear to have any bad

effeét on their morals; althougH in fome of the lefs effential duties

they are not wholly pure.- .They have however a fcnfe of thame
and honaur, in a high degree for their flation. They are frugal;
and they would be induftrious, if the climate and other particular
circumftances offered the fame excitements which happier fituations
poflefs. There are about 60 young men who migrate fouthwards -
- for employment during the {eafons of {pring, fummer, and harveft:
but by this' means they have not generally increafed their ftock.
They have introduced expenfive drefs and other luxuries among
the labouring clafs; they bave alfo raifed the price of labour at
home; and they live through the winter a burden op the common .
_ftock of their families. The gentlemen of the country want not
~ encouragements, in its.own improvement, {ufficicnt to retain them
at home, and which would greatly redound to their mutual advan«
Ee tage ;
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tage: for-this end ‘they muft no doubt place their tenants in the
*{fame ﬁtuatnon as to eafe and independence with thofe in the fouth,
who can thus afford to abfira& the labour of the north. By this
means alfo, the induftry of a great part of;the people who live with-
in 4 or 6 miles of Invernefs would be in a fhort time direfted into
a more profitable channel, both for landlord and tenant, than that
in which it prefently runs; namely, in preparing peat and turf fuel,
. and carrying it to the markets of the town, which is regularly con. -
- tinued twice in every week round the whole year, not excepting
either fpring or harveft. About Daviot there is lime-ftone rock in
the bed and banks of the river:-it contains a great many fmall
metallic cubes, not exceeding the fourth of an inch, confifting of a
great proportion of lead, and of that colour. There are a confider-
" able number of weavers employed in making coarle woolen ftuff.
The other artizans only accommodate the country: for which there -
are alfo 1 fulling and 14 corn-mills. ’

AN N 1

. NVMBER XXIV.

'

.y PARISH OF DURRIS.
‘ \ - ‘ |
Situation, Soil, Climate.]—Tris parifh extends along the river |
and lake of Nefs, from the borders of the parith of Invernefs, about
‘20 miles, to that of Bolefkin. Its Gaelic name, DAR-UISH, awk-
wardly exprefles its fituation, fignifying water of water—the river
of or from the lake. lts eaftern fide borders with Daviot and Dun-
lighty, and its breadth is nearly 4 miles. It may in general be re-
garded as a valicy, between mountains upon the fouth and north.
By this fituation, the winds are for the greater part from the weft
' or the eaft; and in dry fummers, did not heavy dews commonl}y
fall during the night of a warm day, the corn and grafs would be
quite parched. The foil is genera]ly light: in {fome parts of the
higher grounds it is the beft; and in feafons free of froft or very °
. frequent rains, it is very produ&nve The air is efteemed falu-
brious. The lake cf Dandlechak, mentioned in No. xx111. as well
as that of Lochnefs, is partly within the bounds of this parifh
- State of Property ]-—-The panih 18 ihared among 8 proprietors.
: “Mr.

sl



" Chap. 111.] 'PARISH OF DURRIS. , 213

Mr. Frafer Tytler, advocate, has Balnain, # the valuation of
L.880. 6s. 8d. Alexander Frafer of Dell Efq. has the valuation of -
L.go. 10s. 10d. James Frafer of Gortuleg Efq. writer, to the fig- .
net, .that of L.59. 18s. 1d. Simon Frafer of Farralin Efq. L.59..
16s. Simon Frafer Efq. of Coleman ftreet, London, L.533. 6s. 8d.
The valuataon of the Lovat eftate in this parifh is L.gge. gs. 5d.
ZAneas Mackintoth of Mackintofh Efg. holds the valuation of L.go.
and David Davidfon of Cantray Efq. that of L.73. 15s. extendmg
the total valuation of the parifh to L.2180. 2s. 8d. °

State Ecclefiaftical.]—The church and ‘manfe are ﬁtuated to-
_ wards the middle of the parifh, upon the end of the lake of Nefs, near
where it begins to dilcharge the river. The flipend is L.40 fter-
ling, 24 bolls of barjey; and 24 bolls of oatmeal. The right of pa- -
tronage appertams to Lord Cawdor. The fchool is not flourith-~
ing: the falary is L.5. 31s. and the number of fcholars about 2o.
The poor amount. to the number of 60: about L.4 yearly is con-
tributed by the people in' their aflemblies for public worthip ; to
which. there is the farther provifion of the intereft of L.70, be-
* queathed by gentlemen once landholders of the parith. The num-
“ber of the people amounts to 1365, of whom a very fmall propor-
tion are diftinguithed as Diffenters.
" Mifcellancous Information. ]——The memorial of the thraldom
. and incurfions of the Danes, is flill preferved in this country, as |
well as on the coaft of. Moray. About g miles, inward. from the
- lake of Nefs, the veftiges of a fortrels, known by the appellation
of CHASTAL DUN RI-CHUAN, the flrong caftle of the King of the
Ocean; reminds us, that Britannia did mot always rule the waves,
but that the kings of Norway and Denmark once affumed the title
. of the mafters of the fea; and fuggefts the humbling fpeculation

of the rank we fhould now hold among nations, were times fuch
* as thefe to retirn.  Yet thefe were the times when the heroes of
Morven moved in their flrength; when the king of Selma fhone
in the brighteft robe of renown. The:r tombs ftill rife .on the
heath: their fame flill refts on the fones, Here fought the father
of Ofian ; and here fell the fon of the Noryegian king. Many
piles of ftone mark the dark dwellings'of the flain : one larger than
the reft together, rifes over their youthful chief: his name, Afhee,
transferred to the adjoining hill, is ftill recognized in Drumafhi;
and SHEIRE ruuw, t/u chair of anga/ is fhown as.the feat of that

Eez -~ hero,

\
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hero, when the ro# of battle ceafed, along the heath, when he re.
tired from the firife of the field. ’

- About g miles from Dun.Ri-Chuan, another fortrefs, Dunda.
- gadel, is recognized as one of that chain of firong holds, which the
flate of fociety .then required, for tranfmitting telegraphic fignals
from the one fhore to the other along this great vale, from the Ger-
" man otean at Invernefs to the Atlantic at Fort William,

The people now, with very few exceptions, live in:peaceful m.
duftry. The deer and roe flill bound over the defert, and herd in
the extenfive, plantations of fir, in which the lower part of the

arifh is clothed. But oats, barley, and patatoe, -are the principal
produ&ions of the foil : -upon the laft of thefe, the poorer ¢lafs in 3
great meafure depend'for their frugal fu!\:ﬁﬁence,-
. . ]

’

NUMBER .XXV.
PARI'.S'H OF PETT?

Situation, Soil, Climate. ]—-A circuit up into the fountain, and
back again to the fhore, through 6 parifhes, has made no advance
in the courfe towards the weft; for the parifh of Petty lies next to -
Airderfier, in a progre{s up the Frith from the eaft: it cxtends 8
miles along the fhore, and inland for about the half of that extent.
The face of the cauntry is ncarly level, containing large trafls of
cultivated field; where it rifes gently into the mountain, - they are
feparated by brooks, which in fome places fall over the rocksin
. "matural cafcades: and, .befides tufts of trees almoft -at every farm-

houfe, the Earl of Moray’s plantations of- fir, and oak; and other

- foreft trees, in diffcrent places, have clothed more than‘500 acres,
which about 20 years ago were bleak and ‘barren heath, The foil,

in part, is a fertile black mould: but the greater proportion of it
is fandy and light, yet capable of being cultivatéd to good account
by grafls feed and the" other green ¢rops. Although the ground s
rather flat, there are no marfhes nor ftagnate water. The air is ge-
ncrally ferene, and the climate dry; the crops bemg frequently
damaged by drought in the fummer months.

State of Property J=Thke parifh, in the theriffdom-of Invernefs,

T o ’ except

/
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except a fmall fpot in the county of Nan-n. is poﬂ'effed by 4 pro-
proprietors ; of whom the Earl of Moray has the valued rent of
L.2423. 10s. Arthur Forbes of Culloden Efq. L.441. 155. James
Rofe of Bred Efq. L.157. 3s. And Lord Cawdor L.120: extend-
mg the valued rent of the. parifh to the fum of L.g142. 8s. :
. Cafile-Stewart, a large old building on the Earl of Moray’s pro-
perty, has been for many years uninhabitable: it is furrounded by
.an extenfive grove, which fhelters a fpacious garden and orchard, dif-
tinguifhed by-varieties of ftrawberry, and a fpecies of fmall cherry,
_the black and red geen, tranfplanted- from Kent about a century
ago by Alexander Earl of Moray.
-: The number of farmers is_not lefs than go; of whom g or 4
pay from L.6o to L.100 of rent; the greater part only vary from
L.2otoL.25: there are feveral below L.10. And befides thefe, a
number of ftill {maller tenants are planted as improvers of wafte
ground ; with cottagers, ‘who are labourers and mechanics; and as
many fithers as man 3 boats. The greater part of the land is let
from 12s. to 14s. the acre, fome of the beft as high as L.1. and
fome as low as gs.; making the mean rent about 14s. the acre.
State Ecclefiaftical.]—The church is inconveniently placed on a
fpot almoft detached from the parith, near the manfe, on an emi-
- mnence rifing from the head of a {mall bay which fets in from the
Frith. - The ﬂlpend is L.go ferling, and 78 bolls of barley and
meal. The glebe is about 10 acres of poor light foil. The Earl
of Moray holds the right of patronage. The fchool is in a pretty
gentral {ituation, about half a mile from the church. The falary
is 12 bolls of oat-meal, collefted in fmall but various proportions -
from among all the tenants. The f{cholars are numerous: but
‘with the fees, and official perquifites as feffion clerk, the whole ap-
pointment exceeds not L.zo flerling yearly. The poor are not

nuoerous, owmg 10 the great and increafing fearcity of fuel: but

the counwry is much infefted with beggar vagaboqu frem other pa-
.xithes. The pravifion for the parochial poor is contributed in the
affemblies of public worfhip : it amounts to about L.6 yearly. The
npumber of inhabitants is 1518, of which a few are Diffenters of the
-Antiburger Se&.

Mifcellancous Information. ]——The inhabitants are fober, mdu!'-~
~-trious, and peaceable. They have frequent convivial meetings,
.where, after fPendmg fome hours chcerfully, they part in a friendly

manaer,
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manner, Drinking to excefs and quarreling are accounted re«
proachful and thofe addifted to thefe are avoided. They thow
attachments to old fafhions: the plaid is .the only part of the ‘high-
. Jand drefs which is generally. laid afide: but the women have adopt-
ed more of the drefs of their fex in' the low country than the men.
About 4o years ago there were oyftersin this part of the Friths
But, one fmall fpot excepted, they are now .entirely gone. The
water is fhallow near thé fhore: and the fea retires to a great dif-
tance. There are places where a commodious harbour. for the
~ froaller veflels might be made at little expence. There are 4 corn
mills in the parifh: one is turned by the flux and reflux of the tide,
There, are 2 earthen mounts near the chuich, evidently artificial ;
they are compofed of fand enclofed in a cover of fod, exaftly cir-
" cular, contratted gradually from the bafe, 150 feet in circumference,
to the top, only 120, perfetly level at the height of 42 feet: their
Jname, TOM MHOLT, the 6ourt hill, imports they were intended for
the. adminiftration of juftice. '

LN
NUMBER XXVI.
PARISH .OF INVERNESS, .

Sztuatzon, Soil, Climate ]——Tms pau(h extends weftward along
the Frith, from Petty to Kirkhill, about 8 miles. . It is interfefled
by the river Nels, Upon the fouthern fide it extends up the river
to Durris; and on the other to the parifh of Urquhart, about 6
nnles In fome places the country is level; in others rocky and
mountainous. The foil, with fome exccptxons, is a black light fer-
tile loam. The climate is early : the air healthful and dry.

State qf Property. ]—Exclufive of the burgh lands, and the pro-
perty of the community, the parifh is poffefled by 1g landholders.
There are among them feveral handfome family feats and fhowy
villas. Culloden-houfe, the family feat of Arthur Forbes Efq -
about g miles eaftward from the town, is a magnificent fruGure, on

.a broad plam,\ extended from the Frith to the mountain, embel-
lithed by large plantations, fertile enclofures, gardens, and orna-
meated ground: the valued rent is L.457. 18s, Scotg. Dochfour,

the

a |
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the property of Alexander Baillie Efq. is valued at L.566. 13s. 4d.
Inches, the property of Arthur Robertfon Efq. at L.383. 6s. 8d.
Dunain, the inheritance of Colonel' John' Baillie, at L. :320. 10s,
Torbreak, the eftate of Alexander Frafer Efq. at L. -325. 6s. 8d.
Muirtown, the property of Hugh Robert Duff Efq. L.266. 13s. 4d.
Culduthel, appertaining to Cologel James Frazer, at L.gos. 8s.

Holm; belonging to Angus Mackintoth Efq. at L.10g. 10s. Doch. .

garroch, the property of Macbean Efq. valued at L.150.
Caftlehill, the eftate of Lewns Cuthbert Efq. at L.168. : David

Davidfon of .Cantray Efq. holds a valuation of L.cco. /Eneas -

Mackintoth of Mackintoth Efq. poffeffes Effich, at L.1co. And Sir
James Grant of Grant Bart. has a valuation of L.120: extending

the total valuation ofthe country part of the parith to the fum of

L.3566. 18s. The rents of the more confiderable farms are from

L.40to L.goo: and the {maller tenants are gradually wearing away. -

The whole extent of the arable acres may be eftimated at 5000}
varying in value from 13s. to L.2; and garden ground near the

town brings from L.4 to L.5 the acre. The horles in the parifh

are numbered about 6co: the black cattle and theep, of each about
1000. There are 13 meal mills, 3 flour, and ¢ barley mills. The
falmon fifhery on the river Nefs begins on the goth of November,
and ends on the 18th of September: it has been let by the whole
proprietors for almoft 40 years to the Berwick Fifhing Company, at

the rent of L. 330 yearly; upon the renewal of the leafe, now at. -

moft expired, it is fuppofed the rent will rife to doublé that fum:

. About g0 barrels may be the yearly produce dlfpofed of in the .

Londoa market, as noticed in the fifhery of Spey, and in the trade
of Findhorn. "The trouts of 4 or 4 b, fome reaching to nearly 12
Ib. are fold in town and country at gd. per Ib. The chefls, or

cruives, and dykes, are formed where the river-is divided by an)

. ifland, prettily wooded by young plantauon, at a little dxﬁance
above the town. .

The burgh is fituated on the fouthern bank of the river, almoft

at its influx into the Frith, with a ¢onfiderable fuburbs on the other
fide, connefted by a magnificent bridge of 7 ftately archies. The
. body of the town, which at prefent may be faid to be new built,
confifts of two prmcxpal ftreets, crofling edch other from fouth to
north, and from eaft to weft. The public buildings, the town-
boufe, court- houfe, apd jail, are placed nearly where the fireets
lmetfe&

|

P |
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interfe@ each other. The churches are at the north end of the
town, upon the bank of the river. The laft charter is granted by
James V1. before his acceffion to the crown of England. After
ratifying and confirming all charters, rights, and privileges, granted
by William, Alexander, David,. James I. James V. and Queen
Mary, * of new grants, and in perpetual feu confirms, to the Pro-
¢ voft and magiftracy, the land of Drakies, akd the foreft thereof;
¢ the lands of Markinch; with the pafturage thereof, with the parks
¢ and woods; likewife the lands called Barnhills, Claypots, Mill
s¢ and Millfields, the Carfe and Cairn Laws, with the common
* moor of the faid burgh ; likewife the water of Nefs on both fides,
¢ from Clach-na-gaich to the fea; with all.fithings, ports, havens,
«¢ creeks, the ftill-fithing, the red pool ; with power to begin to fith
< on the faid water with boats and nets on the 10th of November
¢ yearly, and to ufe croives and water chefts; with the ferry of
« Keflok and the right "of ferrying on both fides: farther, all the
s mills called the king’s mills, the fuken and multares thercof,
+¢ with the aftrited and dry multures of the Caftle lands: and all
« corns which have or fhall receive fire or water within the parifh
¢ of Invernefs, as well out-fuken as in-fuken, to pay multure and
¢ knavethip at- the faid mills; with power and liberty of pafture,
¢ peats, foggage, turf, in all places ufed and wont, and particularly
% in Craig Phadrick, Capulach moor, Daviemont and Bogbain ;
« with power of ferrying on Lochnefs. With markets weckly on
¢t Wedaefday and Saturday ; and 8 free fairs in the ycar, on July 7,
« Augult 145 in September, Roodmafs; on November 10, Mar-
¢ tinmafs; in December, St. Thomas’s fair; on February'1,-Peter’s
¢ fair; and on Apnl the 25, St. Mark’s fair. With the petty
¢ cuftoms of all cmes, towns,-and villages, within the fhire, and
* particularly of the colleges of Tain in Rofs, Markinch, Chan.
¢¢ onry, Dornoch, Thurfo, and Wick in Calthnefs, to be applicd
¢ to the public good of Invernefs, That no fhip break bulk be-
"¢t tween Tarbetnefs and Invernefs: and our faid burgh fhall ‘have

., % coroners and fheriffs within themfelves, and a Guildry, with a
*“ Dean of Guild: that there be but one-tavern: ‘that rio one in -

«¢ the fhire make cloth but burgelfes. with power to make flatutes

_*¢ and rules for the burgh.” ‘
The revénue of the community, arifing from the feu duties and
cuftoms of the burgh, thha trifling toll for keeping the bridge in
repair,
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repair, w:thout any connettion with the towns and villages in'their
‘charter, does not much exceed the fum of L. 300 yearly.

The magiftracy confifts of the Provoft, 4 Baillies, the Treafurer,
the Dean of Guild, the Deacon Convener, reprefenting the 6 in-
corporations, 10 Merchant Counfellors, and g Deacons of the
trades; in all 21. They have a Clerk and Clerk Depute. The
old Council ele& -the new at Michacimas vearly ; who then, out
of their number, eleft the Provoft, though he is generally continued
for g years: the Baillies, Dean of Guild, and Trcafurcr, are gene=
zally for 2 years. The 6 incorporations are, the weavers, taylors, .
fhoemakers, fkinners; the wrights, including houfe- carpcmcrs, ca.
binet-makers, wheel-wrights, and coopers ; the hammermen, includ-
ing {miths, tin-finiths, coppet-fmiths, filver-fmiths, watch-makers,
braziers, cutlers, and faddlers. The other crafts of mafons, cart-
wrights, bakers, butchers, and barbers, are not incorporate.

To the detail of the commerce in No. x. at the port of Findhorn,
it is only neceffary here to add, that the harbour is commodious
and fafe, and kept in due repair. Seven velléls be}ong to it, mea-
furing nearly 500 tons, and navigated by about go feamen, includ-
ing apprentices. There are g fithing boats, each managed-by 6
men, catching the fame kinds of filh which have been mentioned
as the tenants of the. Frith, with an occafional vifit of the herrings
" and-a few fprats.

About the year 1763, a manufafture was eftablifhed of hemp into "
cloth, for tarpawling, facking, and bags, for the confumpt of Bri-
tain and both the Indies, employing above 1000 men, women, and
‘children. They earn from 1s. to 10s. in the week. The hemp is
imported from the Baltic.

A mannfaéture likewife of white and coloured thread was efta-
blilhed about the year 1782: the flax alflo imported fram the Bal-
tic. This bufinefs in like manner employs about 1000 men, wo-
- men, and young people, in the progreﬂive operation of’ heckling,
fpinning, twifting, bleaching, and dycing. They earn from 1s. 6d:
to es. in the week. The Company have 16 agents in different
pasts of the country around, employed as managers of the fpin-
ning department. The threads are fent to London, to be dsfperfed
over the world. '

There are twa tanneries and one tawing work carrxed on. The
tanned leather is confumed at home: the white is {znt to London.
Ff There

’
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There arc‘alfo'two tallow: chandlers, and a foap-boiler, a‘brit,:k-
work, and a bleachery, and nearly a.dozen of hrewers of ale for
fale., '

It may be inferred from the lawa of David I. collefled in the
Reg. Mag. b. i. ch. 16. that the office of fheriff had been eftablith-
cd previous to the middle of the 11th ¢entury, and in that period
that there was but one fheriff northward of the Grampian moun-
tains, and his ftation at Invernefs. The purport of the law requires
the fheriff to aid any perfon accufed of theft, in apprehending the
man, from whom he might-allege he had purchafed the ftolen arti-
~cle: * Gif ane dwells bezond Drumalbin, in Moray, Rofs, Caith-
« nels; Argyle, or in Kintyre, he fall have 15 days, and alfo ane
“* momth, to produce his warrant before the fchiref : and gif he goes
* for his warrant dwelland in Moray, or in Rofs, or in anie other of
¢¢ the ftcids or places pertaining to Moray, and can nocht find, or
« apprehend his warrant, he fall pafs to the {chiref of Invernefs,
*« and the fchiref fall fend with him the King’s fervants, quha falt
* fee that he be righteouflie treated and handled, conform to the
% law of the land.”

. Tt hath been feen in No, vi. that the Hon. Archibald Douglas
was fheriff of Moray in the year 1369, and that Robert Hay, fheriff
of Invernefs, alfumed the prerogative of judging along with him at
Elgin, in a queftion refpecting the multures of the lands of Quar.
rywood. | Gilbert de Rule, knight, is found, however, by the char-
tulary of Moray, to bave been fheriff of Moray as early as the year
1263 ; but it was not before 1661 that the boundary of the fheriff-
- dom of Invernefs with that of Rofs was particularly fixed. - In the

6th Parl. of James VI. in the year 1503, it is ordained, *¢ that
¢ the juftices and fheriffs of the north ifles have their pRce in In-
¢ vernefs or Dingwall ; that Mamore and Lochaber come to the
*¢ jultice court of Invernefs; and becaufe the fheriffdom of Inver.
*“ nefs is too great, that there be a fheriff made of Rofs, who fhall
¢ have full juri{di€tion, and fhall fit at Tain or Dingwall ; and
© ¢ that there be a {liexiff at Caithnefs, who fhall hawe jurifdiction of
*¢ the haill diocefe of Caithnefs, and fhall fic at Dornoch or Wick;
% and tbe fhire of Rofs and Caithnefs.fhall an{wer to the juftice

« aire of Caithnefs.” " -
Originally there could be but one commiffary or Bifhop’s court
in.each diocefe. Whan the refidence of the Bifhop was fixed in
' . : ) the
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the vicinity of Elgin, he muft have commmed a branch of his ju-
rifdi€tion to a députe at Invernels. :

From the great confidence ‘which the firft thinifters of the gof-
pel merited, they were frequently entruﬁed with the curatory of
the eftates of dying perfons, which at laft they claimed as matter of

. right, gradually extending their pretenfions to judge in tythes, pa-
tronages, teftaments, fcandal, breach of vow ; marriage, as a fa.
crament; and divorce and in dowries, becaufc of their connexion.
with marriage ; and in all queéftions where an oath interveaed, as

being a part of religious worfhip, .

When prelacy was finally abolifhed, the commlﬂ'ary courts were
eftabliftied by the State, embarrafling and complicating the courfe
‘of civil juftice, by continuing a fcparate channel for certain por-
tions that are fancnfuliy deemed improper for dxfcufﬁon before the
‘commoh courts, and in other matters making, it opuonal to the peo-

’ple to have recourfe to cither. The forms of  civil juftice have

‘been long maintained, but in many cafes fm:lar to that of reli-

gion, without the power of it.

State Ecclefiaftical.}J—Belore the year 1638 the town and panih
" of Invernefs was under the charge only of onz minifter; and in
the year 1706 their number was encreafed to 3. The ftipend of
the firft and fecond is L.45. 25. 4d. and 84 bolls 1 firlot 2 pecks,
the one half bear and the other oatmeal, with' cach a glebe fome-
what lq[s than the legal extent; the allowance for the communion
being included. - They have right to a manfe, which the want of
fteadinefs and unanimity between themfelves prevents from making

‘good. - The ftipend of the third minifter is fecured by a grant from

Queen Anne on the bifhop rents of Moray .and Rofs, for the fum

of L.108. 10s. without manfe or glcbe, or allowance for the com-

‘munion. The right of the patronage of the firt and third livings

: 'appertams to the Crown, and that ef .the {econd to the family of
5 Lovat There are two modera handfome churches, in ore of
‘ which the fervice is performed in the ‘Gaglic tongue. There isa -
f mall congregation of Antiburger Seceders, and a fimilar affembly
{of Scots Ep