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THE GORDONS OF KETHOCK’S MILL,

WHO REIGNED AT KING’S COLLEGE FOR
157 YEARS.

THE power of the Gordons, from first to last,
has been action. In the quieter sphere of the
study they have cut rather a poor figure. They
have made excellent soldiers and sailors, but
in letters and learning they have done com-
paratively little. Indeed, with a keen knowledge
of their own scope, they have rather eschewed
these avenues.

But there is one great exception, in the family
of Kethock’s Mill, which held professorial posts
in King’s College, Aberdeen, for three genera-
tions, covering the period 1640-1797, that is to

say, 157 years. Several writers have tried their
hand at a descent of the Kethock’s Mill family.
There is a table in Mr. P. J. Anderson’s Officers
and Graduales, University and King’s College,
Aberdeen, r495-186o0 (Aberdeen, 1893). There
is also a most interesting excursus on the family
in the Rev. H. E. Hayden’s Genealogy of the
Glassell Family (Wilkes-Barres, Pennsylvania,
1891, pp. 615-23). A member of the family has
recently been extending these inquiries, and,
knowing the interest I take in the subject,
has lent me his notes. Sifting all the evidence
at my command, I have made the following
deduction.

The beginning of the family is still, however,
a puzzle. It is certain that two of the first of
the family (father and son) were called Alexander
Gordon, but from whom the first Alexander was
descended is far from clear. Let us start with

I. ALEXANDER GORDON, “ELDER,” IN
KETHOCK’S MILL.

At the beginning of the seventeenth century,
the Gordons were “at Kethock’s Mills,” which
formed part of the Balgownie estate of the
Menzies.

In the Register of Sasines, under date 27th
June, 1605, we find reference to ‘“Alexander
Gordon, elder, in Kethocksmiln, in Kinermeit.”
Three years before, 2oth December, 1602, we
find a reference to “ Alexander Gordon, younger,
of Kethocksmiln, and Isobel Harvie, his spouse,
in Monycabock,” long held by the Harvie family.

The mysterious Mr. Man, in his fragmentary
history prefixed to the Spalding Club edition of
Gordon’s Scots Affairs, says the Kethock’s Mill
family were descended from Tam of Ruthven.
The Rev. Theodore Gordon, in a manuscript
pedigree, says they came from William Gordon
of Balveny, the son of Tam. In a modern
ballad, 74e Monks of Grange and Tam o
Ruthven (1849), we read :—

Daach, Sauchin and Kaittock Mill

Of Tam of Ruthven owned the will.
Professor Thomas Gordon declared that they
came from Jock of Scurdargue, Tam’s brother.



2 SCOTTISH NOTES AND QUERIES.

[JuLry, 1900.

Thus several descents are suggested, the most
feasible of which is the first, as follows :—
Tam Gordon of Ruthven,
by his second wife, daughter of the Laird of Innes.

William of Balveny (circ. 148¢),
mar. a daughter of the Laird ot Grant.

A son (name unknown).

Alexander, elder, of Kethock's Mill.
Going to Jock of Scurdargue, we may work
out the deduction thus :—
George Gordon,lznd of Lesmoir.

N |
Alexander dordon (elder Margaret

of K.?), 3rd of Lesmoir (mar. John Gordon

(J. 1609). of Birsemore).
Sir jlmes, Alexander, Patrick Gordon of B.,
4thof L. yr. of Kethock's Mill? for whom Alexander,

yr. of Kethock's Mill,

was cautioner in 1612,
It is suggested here that Alexander, 3rd of
Lesmoir, held Kethock’s Mill till he succeeded
to Lesmoir, in 1590, when he handed it over to
his son, Alexander. Certain it is that Alexander
is described as “youngest at Kethaksmilne” in
1602 (Register of Sasines). The “younger”
seems to have distinguished him from the
“elder,” applied to Alexander IV. of Lesmoir, as
late as 1605, as has been stated. In support
of this Lesmoir theory it is noted that

Alexander Gordon, * younger, of Kethock’s Mill,”
signed a deed about the Don fishings on Nov. 7,
1604. A few days before, Alexander Gordon,
‘“elder of Lesmoir,” and his heir James (4th of
Lesmoir), signed a different deed.

Alexander, ‘ younger, at Kethock’s Mill,” became
cautioner for Patrick Gordon of Birsemoir, in
1612. Now, this Patrick was undoubtedly the
cousin of Alexander, the son of Alexander
Gordon, 3rd of Lesmoir, who is suggested to
have been ‘‘ elder in Kethock’s Mill.”

Diana (a very rare name among the Gordons) was
the name of a daughter of Professor Thomas
Gordon (of the Kethock’s Mill family), who died
in 1797. She was born before 1772.

Diana, a daughter of Sir Alexander Gordon of
Lesmoir, was born 1760, and married Captain
Charles Irvine, in 1790.

Mr. A. M. Munro suggests that we may find
the solution of the mystery in supposing that
John Gordon of Cluny had a son, Alexander, thus:

John Gol'don,I 3rd of Cluny.

Sir TLomas Alexniider? John illed 1591)

of Cluny. “elderlin K" of Birsemore.
Sir Alexander Alexander? Patrick of Birsemore
of Cluny. yr. of K. (for whom Alex., yr.

of K. was cautioner,
1612).

It is very certain, however, that the Kethock’s
Mill family was associated with the Cluny
Gordons, thus :—

In 1612, Alexander Gordon of Cluny was cautioner
for a son of the 4th Laird of Lesmoir (then Sir
James Gordon).

In 1644, Thomas Gordon, at Kethock’s Mill (the
son of Alexander, ‘‘ younger”), was deprived of
his burgess-ship of Aberdeen for supporting the
Laird of Cluny (whose grandfather was Thomas
Gordon).

On 29th July, 1646, Thomas Gordon, in Kethock’s
Mill, is mentioned in the Register of Sasines as
being ““in Mains of Cluny.”

Perhaps some of my readers may solve the

mystery.

II. ALEXANDER GORDON.

This personage, described in 1604 and 1612
as “younger, at Kethock’s Mill,” and dealt with
above, married (before December, 1602) Isobel
Hervie, daughter either of Andrew Hervie of
Denstoun (or of George Hervie of Kinermeit),
by his wife, Jean Forbes. In November, 1602,
Andrew Hervie of Denstoun sold ten oxgates of
the lands of Monycabok, Newmachar (under
reversion, and redeemable for £ 1000), to Gordon.
On July 27, 1607, we find a sasine or charter by
Thomas Forbes, in favour of Gordon and his
heir of one plough of land of the western half of
Monaycabok, redeemable for 1100 merks and
£43 6s. 8d. (Register of Sasines). In 1603, an
Alexander Gordon, the eldest son of Alexander,
was made a burgess of Aberdeen. If he be of
Kethock’s Mill, that would knock the Lesmoir
descent of the family on the head, as that theory
makes young Kethock’s Mill the fourth son of
Alexander who became third laird of Lesmoir.
Alexander, younger of Kethock’s Mill, at any-
rate had a son Thomas.

II1. THOMAS GORDON.

He was the elder son of Alexander II., and
is mentioned in a charter of 1605. He took part
in the Covenanting struggle of his time. When
Lord Gordon and the Laird of Cluny came
“from England quaytlie be sea,” they landed
(June 9, 1640) “ane boit at the cove [Aberdeen],
and broocht aboord Alexander Gordon of
Brasmoir and Mr. Thomas Gordon at Kethokis
Milne, who told how the countrie wes reullit.”
Lord Gordon afterwards went on to Nether
Buckie. On August 23, this Thomas Gordon
was chosen by the people of Old Aberdeen as
commissioner to the committee convened by
various lairds of the name of Forbes, to be
held in Aberdeen, on 29th August, 1640, which



VoL. II. 2nd SERIES.]

‘“uplifted” forces for the support of the Earl
Marischal and the Master of Forbes’s (Covenant-
ing) regiments. Gordon at first declined to sign
the Covenant when it was read out at Old
Aberdeen (Oct. 29, 1643), though his son Patrick,
and his son-in-law, Middleton, “cam doun fra
the loft whair they war sitting, to ane tabill set
befoir the pulpit of purpoiss,” and subscribed.
‘At last, on another day,” he signed. In
December, Gordon, as an elder of Old Aberdecn,
and James Sandilands, common %rocurator of
King’s College, were sent to Edinburgh to the
Committee, with a commission, and insured that
the Rev. William Strachan should not be trans-
ferred to Edinburgh. In February, 1644, Gordon
was deprived of his burgesshood for supporting
Gordon of Cluny in a squabble the latter had
with a burgess of Aberdeen over the debts of
one of his (Cluny’s) tenants. The Register of
Sasines mentions him, under date 22nd July,
1646, as “in Mains of Cluny ;” and under date
25th May, 1653, as ““in teind sheaves of Duncan-
stone. On October 19, 1661, he was appointed
a Town Councillor of Old Aberdcen. He
married Catherine Leith (sce charter of 1650),
and had a son, Patrick 1V., and a daughter,

Margaret Gordon, who married, 17th January,
1643, Mr. Alexander Middleton, Sub-Principal of
King’s College, * contrair to the foundation of
that colledge, forbidding mareage to ony of the
invard memberis serving thairin. Thair wes
sindrie giftis, tassis, and cvngzeit gold givin be
sindrie sitteris at this brydell, and sum gave
ringis ; but cvngzeit gold was not in vse to be
givin heir in Aberdene at frie brydellis”
(Spalding). The bride’s brother, Patrick, was :
cautioner to Middleton, who died.on Dec. 5,
1686. He left a son,

George Middleton, horn Feb. 14, 1648, and died
March 26, 1726, lle succeeded his father in
the principalship. He married Janet Gordon of
Seaton, and left three sons :— °

General Patrick Middleton.

George Middleton of Seaton and Fettercairn :
male issue extinct.

Robert Middleton, whose son,

Charles Middleton, was created Lord '
Barham. (See 7ke Earls of Middicton, by
A. C. Briscoe : London, 1876).

IV. PROFESSOR PATRICK GORDON.

He is described in Hayden’s Virginian
Genealogies as having been the brother of |
Thomas IIIL ; but he was really his son, and
with him began the long line of Kethock’s Mill

Gordons who were professors at King’s College. '
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Born in 1613, he was Regent at King’s College,
1640-50. “He was turned out by the English,
along with Principal Gould, upon which only
16 of his 32 students remained at the College.”
After the Restoration he was made Civilist, a
post he held till 1669, when he became Humanist,
and remained so till his death, in 1695. “ Having
acquired the Hebrew language from a Jew that
happened to come to the country, the College
gave him a salary [of 300 merks], with the title
of Professor of Hebrew, in order to induce him,
in 1673, to teach the students that language,
which he continued to do, along with the
Humanity, till his death.” Till this date there
had been no professor of Hebrew in the
University. He was unanimously appointed by
the Senatus to be professor of “ the Hebrew and
other oriental tongues dureing all the dayes of
his life.” He married Marie Hervie (June 22,
1650), probably a kinswoman of his grandmother,
Isabella Hervie, and died in 1695. Hayden says
he was twice married, but is unable to name
either spouse. He had five sons and two
daughters, as follows :—

1. Rev. jJohn Gordon, minister of Willmington
Parish, James City, Virginia. Ile was involved
in Bacon’s rebellion, 1676-7 ( Hening’s Statutes).
He was alive in 1700, but dead by Feb. 16,
1705. Hayden knows nothing more about
him.

2. Rev. Patrick Gordon, of Abberley, Worcester,
1699-1723. He got a birth brieve from the
magistrates of Aberdeen, Feb. 16, 1705. I
cannot say whether he had any issue.

3. Professor Alexander Gordon, born Oct. 27, 1665,
took Episcopal ordination, and was assistant to
the minister of ie in Buchan till 1695, when
he succeeded his father as Humanist, holding
that office till his death, in December, 1738.

4. Professor George Gordon, whom I describe as V.

5. Zhomas Gordon, who became his father’s
colleague in 1693. He had been a regent at
Glasgow ; “‘ was an active person in opposition
to the Revolution, for which he underwent a
trial for his life before the Court of Justiciary ;
was confined by them a prisoner to his father’s
house, his confinement afterwards enlarged to
the county, afterwards taken off altogether.
He was the first collector of the Bishop’s rents
of Aberdeen. He collected crops,” 1695-7
(Gordon MSS.).

6. Mary Gordon.
7. Helen Gordon, marricd William Barter.

J. M. BuLLOCH.

( 70 be continued. )
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NOTABLE MEN AND WOMEN OF
BERWICKSHIRE.

( Continued from Vol. 1., 2nd S., page 173.)

18. BROCKIE, WM. : Journalist, Minor Poet, and
Author. This intelligent and somewhat prolific
author was a farmer’s son, and born 1st March, 1811,
at East Mains, Lauder. He was, in youth, bred to
the Law at Melrose, but, not liking the work, he
returned home and spent somne time on the farm, and,
after trying one or two other ventures, became teacher
of the Free Church School at Peebles. He also
acted for a term as editor of the Border Watch, but,

rting with this property, he proceeded, in 1849, to

uth Shields, to edit the Sowtk Shields Gazette.
Losing his health, he resigned his editorship in 1852,
and started an academy. In 1862 he once more
resumed active journalistic work, and undertook the
editing of the Sunderland Times, a charge he resigned
in 1872. He was a great linguist, an enthusiastic
antiquary, a good botanist, and interested in other
branches of science. Besides much occasional verse,
he published ‘‘ The History of Coldingham Priory,”
““The Gipsies of Yetholm,” * A History of Shields,”
¢ The Folk of Shields,” * Legends and Superstitions
of the County of Durham,” ‘A Day in the Land of
Scott,” ‘¢ Leaderside Legends,” *“ The Dark and the
Dawn: a Poem,” ¢ The Confessional, and other
Poems.” He died in 18go. See Crockett’s
Minstrelsy of the Merse.

19. BROWN, ALEXANDER (Berwickshire Sandie) :
Minor Poet. Son of a farmer, and born at
Thimbleha, a small farm near Spottiswood, in
Westruther, in the year 1775, he was apprenticed to
a mason, but afterwards taught a small side school
at Cambridge, a hamlet in the district. Thence he
removed to Glasgow, where he wrought for one of
his brothers, who was a contractor for canals and
bridges. After living for a short period in Edinburgh,
he died in 1834. His brothers were also men of
intellectual power, one of them, William, being a
teacher of languages in Falkirk, Dunkeld, and
Edinburgh. Alexander Brown published, at Edin-
burgh, in 1801, a selection of his verses, under the
title, *‘Poems: mostly in the Scottish Dialect, by
Berwickshire Sandie.” See Crockett’s AMinstrelsy of
the Merse.

20. BROWN, DAVID (‘‘Sergeant”) : Minor Poet.
This worthy, known as ‘‘Sergeant David Brown, of
Horndean,” after his martial days were over, pedlared
the borderland with a variety of wares. He wrote a
large number of rhyming epistles and other poems,
which he used to vend with his other wares. See
Crockett’s Minstrelsy of the Merse.

21. BRrROWN, JoHN, M.D. : Medical Theorist and
Author. This interesting and remarkable man, born
in Buncle Parish, in 1735, was the son of parents in
the humbler ranks of life, his father’s occupation
being that of a labourer. They were both godly
people, belonging to the Secession Church, and made

a strenuous effort to give their boy an education that
might fit him for the Secession ministry. His father
dying early, Brown had many struggles before he
reached the University, and, before doing so, he had
left the Secession Church, to escape a Sessional
rebuke for having attended the Parish Church, Duns,
to hear a sermon there. After studying for some
time, both in the Arts and Theological classes at
Edinburgh, he gave himself to the study of medicine,
supporting himself by teaching the classics and
preparing the medical candidates for their probationary
examinations, which were at that time conducted in
Latin. In 1761, he became a member of the Royal
Medical Society. Dr. Cullen long favoured the
Berwickshire scholar, and made him tutor to his
family. He even made him assistant in his lectures,
Brown explaining and illustrating to the pupils in the
evening tge lecture delivered by Dr. Cullen in the
morning. Afterwards, however, Brown became a
strong opponent of Cullen’s medical theories, which
he attacks alike in his lectures and in various
ublications. The success of Brown as a lecturer in

dinburgh was not marked, though he had many
who embraced his theory, and what was called the
Brunonian system of medicine was for a time popular
in Scotland, while towards the end of last century it
had extended its influence over the whole continent
of Europe, and in Germany its author was designated
the medical Luther. For a sketch of the principles
of the new system see Anderson’s Scottish Nation (sub
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