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History of the Highlands and Gaelic Scotland, by DUGALD
MirceELL, M.D. Paisley and London: Alex. Gardner.
1900.

History of Scotlund from the Roman Occupation, by ANDREW
LaNe. In two volumes—Vol. I, Edinburgh: William
Blackwood & Sons. 1900.

F proof were needed that the interest in Scottish history
has largely developed within recent years, it would be
afforded by the simultaneous appearance of the separate works
by Dr. Mitchell and Andrew Lang. The first twenty-eight
chapters of Dr. Mitchell’s book cover almost the same period
as occupies Mr. Lang’s first volume, and as the two histories
have been written independent of each other, they afford
striking opportunities for contrasting the views of the writers
upon debated points. While it is abundantly evident that
both writers have abandoned the conventional methods of
writing Scottish history which have hitherto prevailed, they
have by no means adopted similar courses, and their conclu-
sions are sometimes diametrically opposite. All which proves
that Schlegel’s fond dream of evolving a ¢ philosophy of his-
XXXVL 1 :



2 Recent Scottish Historians.

tory ’ by treating it as an exact science subject to immutable
laws, is a delusion and a snare. Even Dr. Draper’s broad-
visioned sketch of ¢ The Intellectual Development of Europe’
is defective because it ignores the trifles that ¢ make the sum
of human things,’ and discovers great principles at work where
only petty jealousies and foolish blunders are the active agents
in making history. The adequate historian, if worthy of the
name, requires a more complete mental equipment than poet,
novelist, or philosopher. He must be a paleographer, able
to read for himself the ancient documents on which he founds
his theories. He must be able to balance evidence like a
juris-consult ; to understand the workings of the human mind
like a moral philosopher; to appreciate the romance of life and
the nobler sentiments like a balladist or a didactic poet; and
to describe incidents, warlike and pathetic, in the glowing
language and with the fluent pen of the most accomplished
fictioneer. And it is precisely in proportion to his possession
of these qualities that the right of a historian to that designa-
tion is secured.

Hitherto Scottish historians have been chiefly remarkable
for the over-development of one characteristic of the true
bistorian at the expense of all the others. The early writers
of history—Wyntoun, Fordoun, and Boece—were ouly
credible when they wrote the annals of their own times. They
were lamentably deficient in the power of collecting and
weighing evidence of any events that did not come within
their own very limited range. The annalistic form of writing
history survived for centuries, and its full defects were
exhibited by Sir James Balfour and by Bishop Burnet, the
latter of whom, like his great fore-runners John Knox and
George Buchanan, degraded history to the level of partizan
pamphleteering. Then came the period of the philosophical
historian. Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes, had a glimpse
of the proper functions of a historian ; but his chief recommen-
dation was ¢ honest doubt,” which was destructive rather than
constructive. David Hume carried some of the methods of
philosophy into the domain of his history; but he too was
not above the suspicion of tampering with facts in the interests



[e——

Recent Scottish Historians. 3

of faction. The lofty diction and sonorous language of Priu-
cipal Robertson do not hide from the modern critic his
incapacity as an investigator. Sir Walter Scott, on the other
hand, was captivated by the romantic episodes which appealed
to his poetic mind ; but, indeed, Sir Walter never rose above
the idea that history afforded excellent material for the ¢ Tales
of a Grandfather.” The best service that Scott ever rendered

‘to history was in recommending "his young friend Patrick

Fraser Tytler to take it up as a serious subject for study. To
Tytler belongs the honour of having first preferred documen-
tary evidence to tradition, and of having devoted years to
laborious research before he ventured to pen a line. Had it
been possible to combine Tytler'’s method of patient investiga-
tion with Scott’s keen appreciation of romance, there would
have been a history produced of super-excellent quality. But
Tytler bad not the art of making the dry bones of history live
again, and to the general reader his great work maintains a
monotonous level of deadly dulness. Macaulay combined the
brilliancy of Scott with the partizanship of Burnet; the one
quality gained many readers, the other deposed him from the
front rank among historians.

Among the writers of history strictly coutemporary with
this generation, three names stand forth conspicuously ; these
are Froude, Hill Burton, and Skene. Though an Englishman,
primarily concerned with English history, Froude bad to
deal so much with Scotland that his methods call for remark.
His researches were wide and accurate, and his literary style
was fascinating and romantic ; but he was shrewdly suspected
of suppressing facts when they militated against his pre-con-
ceived theories—witness his dealings with the Simancas Re-
cords; and he was petulant when criticised, and often descended
to squabbling with unworthy opponents. A very clever epigram
hits off this failing. When Froude was chosen Lord Rector of
St. Andrews Uuniversity, he delivered a diatribe against
clerical historians. About the same time his brother-in-law,
Canon Charles Kingsley, then Professor of Historyat Cambridge,
in one of his lectures deplored the incredibility of much that
passes for history. Tke comical position was thus described: —
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¢ Froude informs the Scottish youth,
That parsons have no care for trath ;
While Canon Kingsley loudly cries,
That history is a pack of lies.
What cause for difference so malign ?—
A brief reflection solves the mystery,
For Froude thinks Kingsley a divine,
And Kingsley goes to Froude for history.’

John Hill Burton belonged to that period when doubt had
become the chief weapon of the historical investigator. He
had rather a bitter wit, and was merciless to those of his pre-
decessors whom he caught tripping ; yet it is unquestionable
that he brought together the best result of the research of his
time, and placed Scottish history in a better position than that
in which he found it. Dr. Skene cleared away many of the
myths regarding Celtic Scotland, and though his early works
do not always agree with his later writings, he was a worthy
successor of Hill Burton as Historiographer-Royal for Scot-
land.

These writers, entitled as they are to varied degrees of fame,
have all left the scene of their labours, and one must look
around to discover upon whom the historian’s mantle has
fallen. Four writers of the present day have some claim to
this distinction. Dr., D. Hay Fleming’s History of Queen Mary,
though still incomplete, shows that he has successfully
followed the traditions of the Tytler school of historians. He
is a patient and persistent researcher, and has brought to light
many historical facts which were either unknown or misread.
Sometimes, perhaps, he spends disproportionate labour upon
unimportant items, and he has been aptly compared to
Bunyan’s ¢ Man with the Muck-rake,” whose work is no doubt
valuable, but who never lifts his head to the broader outlook
within the range of bis vision. Nor is he quite innocent of
the charge of treating Roman Catholic questions from a dis-
tinctly adverse point of view. Dr. P. Hume Brown made a
name for himself by his masterly study of George Buchanan,
Humanist, and by his erudite biography of John Knox. Only
the first volume of his History of Scotland has been published,
and though it is very condensed and is not absolutely free
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from venial slips as to facts and errors of judgment, it is in
many respects an excellent model. But neither of these two
writers is possessed of the rare gift of making history attrac-
tive and pleasant to read. In this respect Andrew Lang (who

“is also an LL.D., by the way, though he modestly omits the
degree from his title-page) far transcends all his competitors.
He is a poet, and has published verses which no man can
number; he is a novelist—witness his story called A Monk
of Fife, and his share in another named Parson Kelly; he is
a philosopher, and has discoursed on mythology, the evolution
of religion, folk-lore, and kindred subjects in ethics and eth-
nology; and he has studied both written aud unwritten
history. He is, moreover, the master of a flowing literary
style, and can brighten the darkest subjects by a delicate play
of humour, without descending to buffuonery. There is
another quality he possesses which makes him especially
original in his treatment of history ; it is what, without offence,
may be called the feminine instinct which enables him to
arrive at conclusions without the laborious drudgery of reason-
ing about them. Hence he is often right in his inferences,
though he could not always defend them by strict syllogisms.
While respecting the ideas of his predecessors, he is indepen-
dent enough to refuse to be ¢ thirled ’ to them because of their
antiquity or their general acceptance. From such a writer
one may expect a history that will be original both in matter
and manner. Dr. Mitchell’s style differs from that of Mr, Lang.
He has not the same light literary touch, and he is more intent
upon giving the true version of a story than merely interest-
ing the reader by its superficial romanticism. But he has
made a thorough study of the Scotland of Celtic times, and is
entitled to rank beside Dr. Skene in this particular. It will
be convenient to contrast the methods of these two historians
when treating the same subject.

One of the conspicuous figures in the early history of Scot-
land is Kenneth Mac Alpin. According to the Chronicle of
Huntingdon, Kenneth ¢in the seventh year of his reign, when
the Danish pirates had seized the sea-coasts, and had utterly
crushed the Picts with very great slaughter as they defended
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their possessions, crossing into the remaiuing territories of the
Picts, turned his arms against them, and, having slain many,
compelled them to fly, and thus he, first King of Scots, ob-
tained the sovereignty of all Albania, which now is culled
Scotland, and in it he first ruled over the Scots '—meaning the
Scots in the later and wider sense. Here was surely an epoch
in the history of the Kingdom, more important, relatively, in
its results than the Union of the Crowns in 1603, or the Union
of the Parliaments in 1707. But Mr. Lavg does not rise to the
occasion, and dismisses the whole matter in two paragraphs,
following Dr. Skene in his blunders with reprehensible fidelity.
There is now no question that Skene confounded Alpin, the
father of Kenneth, with another Alpin who was King of the
Picts from 726 to 728, and was slain at Pitalpin (now Pitelpy)
beside the Law of Dundee, at least a century before Kenneth
was born.  While Mr. Lang does not homologate all Skene’s
statements, remitting some of them to the debateable land of
his notes, he is inclined to treat the remarkable episode of the
union of the Picts and Scots with a lightness that approaches
flippancy. He even invents jocular names which he inserts in
the chronological lists of the Kings of Pictavia, that he may
bring a smile to the face of the perplexed reader. Here is how
he leaps over the difficulty of a whole century :—

The ebbs and flows of fortune in these far-off wars are difficult to follow.
They ended in ¢the undisputed ascendancy of the Pict’ Angus Mac
Feargus (730). He was counted as an ally by the English Kings of
Mercia and Northumbria, and in his conquests over the Dalriad Scots
(Irish of Argyll) and the Britons of Strathelyde ‘ may be traced apparently
the germs of the future Kingdom of Scotland.” Angus died in 761, his
consolidated realm fell to pieces, and it is useless to clog the memory with
the names of Drust and Bile, Brud and Aed. The brief chronicles usually
give to each year ¢ Jugulatio of' So-and-so. These monarchs jugulated
each other till in 839 the Northmen, who burned Iona in 802—the eccle-
siastical centre was removed later to Dunkeld—ravaged northern Ireland,
crossed to Scotland, and routed the men of Fortrenn. This left a door
open for Kenneth Mac Alpine [sic] of Kintyre, who first mastered Dairiada
and two years later (846-860) became King of the Picts after a series of
victories over them. This Kenneth was a Scot by his father’s side, but
apparently a Pict by his maternal ancestry. Thus from a Pictish point of
view Kenneth was a Pict ; from a Dalriad-Scottish point of view he was a
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Scot, and ¢ national susceptibilities’ were conciliated by his accession. The
Scots could say ¢ Here we Scots are lords of Pictland ’ ; the Picts could say
‘Here we have a genuine Pict of the old sort of King.” But as civilised
mankind has reckoned descent and nationality by the father’s, not, in the
Pictish fashion, by the mother’s side, Kenneth, though perhaps a Pict
among Picts, was a Scot ¢ to all Europe.” Hence his Kingdom came later
to be called Scotland, with all the territory later won as far south as
Tweed. And thus the Scots, originally Irish, have given their name to a
country whereof perhaps the greatest part of the natives are as English by
blood as they are by speech.

Dr. Mitchell treats this subject in a more adequate manner,
and points out Dr. Skene’s errors in a convincing fashion. He
does not think it a work of supererogation to give a full list
of forty Kings of Pictavia from Drust, son of Erp, who was
probably ‘jugulated’ in 453, to Drost, son of Ferat, who un-
successfully contested the sovereignty of Kenneth Mac Alpin
in 846. 'The strange obligquity of vision which led Dr. Skene
to invent a theory as to Kenneth’s place of origin, in direct
contradiction of existing records, is thus exposed :—

Whence Kenneth came in the year 841 Dr. Skene has no difficulty in
determining. He says :—¢ Kenneth emerged from Galloway where the
last remnant of the Scots of Dalriada disappear from history nearly a cen-
tury before.” If so, a most marvellous resurrection must now have
occurred ; and besides, it seems not a little wonderful that the entire sub-
jugation of a nation could have been effected without its being definitely
referred to by any early writer. But, indeed, Skene’s contention raises
many more difficulties than it solves. To bring the Scots into Galloway
in 741, in an invasion of despair, and that without the authority of any
record of such an invasion at that time ; to leave them there though their
King had been killed in the contest ; to consign them for well nigh a
hundred years to exile in that district, in spite of statements in the native
and other chronicles which point to very different conclusions ; and then
to bring them forward after all these quiet years in 834 out of Galloway as
invaders of Fifeshire rather than into Galloway as invaders of that dis-
trict, as-asserted in the chronicles, has not much to commend it to the
ordinary reader, and while we would ask how we are to account for the
reigns of Sedh and Feargus over Dalriada as testified by the Annals of
Ulster, we may well further inquire how, if the Scots were so numerous
and so influential in Galloway as to be able to come forth as a powerful
people with a King of their own both in 834 and 841, we never hear any-
thing in the future of the connection of Kenneth with his successors with
that district.
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This quotation, while it proves Dr. Mitchell’s incisive method
of dispelling figments of the historical imagination, also shows
the weakness of his literary style. The last portentous, ses-
quipedalian sentence, with its involutions of Teutonic tortu-
osity, requires to be carefully studied before it can be appre-
hended. Macaulay would have chopped it up into ten staccato
sentences, while Mr. Lang would certainly have interpolated
a line of poetry or a verse from a ballad, greatly to the relief
of the reader. But the matter is right, however imperfect the
manner may be, and Dr. Mitchell’s later treatment of the
history of Kenneth Mac Alpin shows that he properly estimates
the far-reaching influence of that King’s reign.

While Dr. Mitchell clearly has the advantage over Mr. Lang
in the matter of King Kenneth, the case is reversed in another
instance to which reference may be made. Every one
acquainted with the romantic history of the Hebrides knows
the pathetic story of ‘ The Lady of the Rock, which Thomas
Campbell made the subject of his poem ¢Glenara.’ Surely
this was an incident which might have attracted a lyrist like
Mr. Lang, even had a staid historian like Dr. Mitchell passed
it by without comment. But on this occasion the two writers
exchange places. Dr. Mitchell describes the episode in impas-
sioned language, while Mr. Lang drily dismisses the story by
a passing allusion, and hints in a note that he doubts its auth-
enticity, giving dates which flatly contradict Dr. Mitchell’s
narrative. The tale as narrated by Dr. Mitchell is as
follows : —

Upon the west coast a highly dramatic incident occurred in 1627, which
was in later years productive of much strife and bloodshed. The scene of
it was a rock at the south end of Lismore, and the chief actors Lachlan
Cattanach Maclean of Duart and his wife the Lady Elizabeth, sister of the
then Earl of Argyll. The union of this couple proved unhappy, and as
the eye of the chief fell upon a daughter of Maclean of Treshinish, a
comely lady of his own clan, he conceived the idea of ridding himself of
the Lady Elizabeth by exposing her on an isolated rock which at high
water was deeply covered. With the aid of several clansmen the savage
chief placed her on the rock in the evening hour, and on this place of
certain death left her to her fate. But just as the waves were breaking
over her a deliverance came, and she was rescued by the crew of a boat
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sent out by one of the chief’s body-guard, who had come to hear of the
villainy that was being perpetrated. By these men the unhappy lady was
taken to the mainland, and escorted to her brother’s stronghold at Inver-
aray. Of the rescue Lachlan knew nothing, but communicated to the
Earl the news of the death of his sister from natural causes and his desire
that she should be interred in the tomb of her ancestors. For the time
the Earl kept his counsel, and within a few days the tearful husband,
accompanied by many followers, arrived at the Castle bearing a coffin
containing a lay figure. But the tables were turned upon the thunder-
struck monster when, on being ushered into the dining-hall where the
family sat at dinner, he found the Lady Elizabeth seated at the head of
the table. Cattanach was allowed to escape, and no dramatic catastrophe
occurred, but the resentment of the Campbells at the odious act burned
deeply into their souls. Many years afterwards, when Maclean was an old
man of eighty years, that resentment found expression in his murder at
the hands of Sir John Campbell of Calder, brother of the Lady Elizabeth.
The deed of vengeance was perpetrated while the aged chief was resting
in his bed in Edinburgh, to which he had come under letters of protection.

This story is related with so much circumstantiality, and is
so thoroughly in the spirit of the times that at first sight it
seems quite credible. But Mr. Lang puts on his doubting cap,
and shivers the whole fabric by a cannonade of dates. His
statement in the text is as bald as could be :—

Among the causes of all this conflict between the Campbells on one
hand, and the Macdonalds and Macleans on the other, had been, tradition
avers, the ill-treatment of Argyll’s sister by her husband, Maclean of
Dowart. He exposed his wife on a rock, the Lady Rock, near Lis-
more, whence she was rescued by a passing vessel. Campbell of Cawdor,
therefore, the brother of Argyll, stabbed Dowart in his bed in Edinburgh
(1623).

Not content with destroying the romance by describing it
as a “tradition,” Mr Lang artfully inserts the date 1523, which
effectively wrecks Dr. Mitchell’s pathetic legend; and then he
deprives it of every shadow of credibility by one of his caustic
notes:— -

Mr. Hume Brown (p. 378) after giving the story of the Lady’s Rock,
and the murder of Maclean, in revenge, by Campbell of Cawdor, says,
¢To avenge their chief, the Macleans at once took up arms, and it was at
this juncture that James became master of his own person, and King in
reality.” James did this in 1528, but Maclean was murdered by Cawdor,
and twenty-four other Celts, tempore proclamacionis exercitus nostri apud
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Werk—that is October-November 1523. See the Remission for the murder
granted to Calder on December 15, 15624¢. (The Thanes of Cawdor, p. 147,
Spalding Club). The Pollok MS. dates the murder ¢ the tent day of Nov-
ember, 1523.” Mr. Cosmo Innes doubts the legend of the Lady’s Rock.
‘Whether the Campbell lady exposed on the rock was aunt or sister of
Colin, third Earl of Argyll, I cannot say. Cawdor was brother of Colin,
and, according to Mr. Hume Brown, of the lady in question, who can
hardly have been aunt to one brother (Colin) and sister to another brother
(John).

It is perfectly clear that a poet, however romantic in his
inspired moments, is not to be imposed upon by any trumpery
traditional fustian when in his war-paint as a bellicose his-
torian. Cawdor could not have been pardoned for a crime
four years before it was committed, if Dr. Hume Brown be
correct ; and Dr. Mitchell's ¢ many years after’ 1527 as the
date of Maclean’s murder renders confusion worse confounded.

The contrasts afforded by these two works will have con-
vinced the reader that the student of history who desires to be
well-furnished will require both of them. Mr. Lang is at his
best when dealing with the ethnology of the early inhabitants of
Scotland, is less satisfactory when treating of the Scoto-Pict-
ish period, but resumes wonted ease when he comes within the
range of written history. Dr. Mitchell, on the other hand,
gives a masterly and independent account of the separate
kingdoms of the Picts and Scots, and as he confines himself to
the history of the Highlands so far as it affects the general
history of the country, his book contains much that canuot
readily be obtained elsewhere. His volume covers the whole
period ‘from the earliest times till the close of the 'Forty-five,’
while Mr. Lang’s first volume terminates with the murder of
Cardinal Beaton. It will be in the second portion of his work
that Mr. Lang will come more immediately into contact with
Dr. Mitchell, when the deeds of Montrose, his rival Argyll,
Claverhouse, and the heroes and scoundrels of 1715 and 1745
are under discussion. Regarded as a whole, Dr. Mitchell’s
History of the Highlands and Gaelic Scotland is a most valuable
contribution to the literature of the subject, and as it includes
the results of the most recent research, it will likely remain an
authority for many years to come. The author is a leal-

1S

™,




Recent Scottish Historians. 11

hearted Gael, tender towards the feelings of his countrymen,
but never so much of a partizan as to pass uncensured such
actions as honour and justice would condemn. Unquestionably
his heart ‘ warms to the tartan,’ and he would fain carry back
the date of the origin of the kilt to the days of Magnus Bare-
foot, towards the close of the eleventh century. His sketch of
Celtic literature, condensed as it is, sufficiently shows his fami-
liarity with the subject at first hand. The patient labour which
he has bestowed upon the work, is worthy of high praise.

As Mr. Lang’s ¢ History ’ covers a wider field, it involves him*
in thorny discussions upon oft-debated points. In several
cases his clear insight and what one might call, in the lang-
uage of Psychical Researchers, his ¢supra-uormal and sub-
liminal power’ has enabled him clear away by a few trench-
ant phrases the mists of battle raised by contending theorists
around otherwise simple questions. Though he has not fully
apprehended King Kenneth’s position in history as the uniter
of two races at enmity, Mr. Lang has completely understood
the work of Malcolm Canmore as the first feudal monarch of
Scotland. Christianity came from Ireland in the person of St.
Columba, but feudalism and settled government was intro-
duced trom England by the fugitive Edgar Ztheling, while
the primitive Culdee Church was reformed off the face of the
earth by Malcolm’s English wife, the sainted Margaret. Be-
fore Malcolm’s time each landholder had to keep himself by
his sword ; the feudal system, by uniting separate forces under
a common leader ensured protection from foes within and
without the kingdom. The stream of civilization took a decid-
edly English course, and barbarism fled to the extreme north
and to the remote Hebridean isles. But this same feudal sys-
tem, excellent as it was within the realm, produced serious
complications at a later date, for the Scottish Kings, by mar-
riage or inheritance, often held lands in England for which
they bad to do homage to the English king. The spectacle
of a Scottish king doing homage to his English over-lord
naturally produced the notion in the minds of both sovereign
and people that Scotland was a subject kingdom. Mr. Lang
refrains from giving a definite opinion upon this subject,
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but he carefully states the arguments advanced by leading
debaters on both sides. The simplest way of looking at the
matter is this: Previous to the capture of William the Lion by
Henry II. in 1174, no king of Englaud had any claim to Scot-
land by right of conquest. William was carried prisoner to
Falaise, and there Henry extorted from him the unpatriotic
Treaty of Falaise, whereby the English king was to obtain
possession of the castles of Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwick,
Roxburgh, and Jedburgh; William, his brother David, his
“barons, and his clergy, were all to become vassals of Henry II.;
and the Euglish sovereign was to exercise the same control
over Scotland as if he had conquered the country at the head
of an army. The terms of this treaty are precise. Casuists
might contend that such a deed, executed by a prisoner in
durance and under threat of death, could not be binding. At
a later date it was held that Queen Mary’s abdication in
Lochleven Castle, signed in fear of personal violence, was of
none effect. But in William’s case it is proved that the
subjects whom he had bound by the treaty performed their
parts so far as homage was concerned. This subjection to
England continued till the death of Henry II. in 1189, and he
was succeeded by Richard the Lion-hearted, who was then
‘on fire to head a crusade,’ and needed money. He sold back
to William for 100,000 merks of silver the Scottish castles,
and agreed generally to the abrogation of the Treaty of
Falaise. Scotland thus regained her independence, for Richard’s
new treaty was a voluntary one. From that time (1189) until
Edward L in 1291 claimed to be Lord-Paramount in Scotland,
no English king had asserted an administrative right over the
northern kingdom. Mur. Lang points out that Mr. Freeman’s
assertion that Malcolm Canmore became the vassal of William
the Conqueror at Abernethy in 1072, is not founded on credible
evideuce; and he also very pertinently remarks that as this
superiority was not claimed by any English monarch until
Heury 11. had captured William the Lion, it may be dismissed
as visionary. He might have added that if Henry had be-
lieved that he had an indefeasible hereditary right to the
over-lordship of Scotland, he would never have ¢extorted’
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the Treaty of Falaise. And as that treaty was pullified by
Richard L., and as William the Lion treated with King John
on terms of equality, the notion of the subjection of Scotland
bad been exploded. .

Nevertheless, this doctrine survived at the Court of England,
and unquestionably Edward 1. was trained to believe that the
English Crown retained sovereign rights over Scotland. Per-
haps Mr. Lang hardly does justice to the genius of Edward,
and allows his Scottish nationality to warp his judgment in
this respect. It is natural that a compatriot of Wallace should
feel stirred with indignation against the preposterous claims
of one whom he regards as an overbearing tyrant. This was
not Edward’s character. He was a dauntless soldier, a master
in the art of warfare, and a far-seeing statesman, whose plans
would have brought peace to Scotland three centuries before
the Union of the Crowns. But he had not justice on his side ;
and when he sought to compel the Scots to submit to a yoke
which they resented, the spirit of the nation revolted, and the
War of Independence was the result. It is more reasonable,
however, to conclude that Edward believed he had hereditary
claims upon Scotland, than to think that, as in the wolf-and-
lamb fable, he deliberately invented excuses for laying violent
hands upon a neighbouring kingdom that had been deprived
unexpectedly of its sovereign. Mr. Lang seems to think that
only in the case of Scotland was Edward blameworthy :—

¢ The greatest of the Plantagenets, the brave warrior, the open-handed
friend, the true lover, the generally far-sighted politician, was not the
false and cruel monster of early Scottish legend. But he was mortal.
Clement by disposition and policy, his temper could be stirred into cruelty
by opposition. He had in his nature, too, as we have said, that thread of
the attorney which the good and wise Sir Walter Scott remarked in his
own noble character. This element is nndeniably present in Edward’s
dealings with Scotland. He took advantage of her necessities, and of the
weaknesses and ambitions of her Anglo-Norman foreign leaders, to drive
the hardest of all conceivable bargains. Having decided the pleas in
favour of Balliol, as was just, it was now in Edward’s power to support
Balliol, and to treat him with generous and statesmanlike forbearauce.
That course, and that alone, might have merged Scotland with England in

¢ a union of hearts and interests.” Edward took precisely the opposite
course. ‘‘To Balliol the vassal he was uniformly lenient and just; to
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Balliol the King he was proud and unbending to the last degree.” Not
satisied with suzerainty, he was determined to make Scotland his pro-
perty, his very own. The easiest way to do that was to goad even Balliol
into ‘‘rebellion,” and then to confiscate the kingdom of Balliol. This was
what Edward deliberately did. The result was that, far from winning
Scotland, Edward converted that nation into a dangerous enemy, and pre-
gented France with a serviceable ally. Edward’s end to unite the whole
island was excellent. The end, however, did not justify the means, for
the means were to press in a pettifogging spirit every legal advantage to
the extreme verge, or beyond the extreme verge of the letter of the law.’

It is not easy to see why Edward, with all the noble
qualities that Mr. Lang admits that he possessed, should
be the victim of a lues Scotie, and that the brilliant hero in
camp and senate should become a mere ¢ pettifogger’ towards,
and only towards, Scotland. But just as it was difficult for
Edward to cast off the notion of his right to rule Scotland,
which had been drilled into him from boyhood, so it is an
arduous task to make the modern Scot, trained by patriotic
ballad-singers, to believe that Edward was aught save a ruth-
less tyrant, and that his son was ‘a proud usurper.’

When dealing with the War of Independence, Mr. Lang
brings out a fact which has been often overlooked. He shows
that the banner of freedom was kept aloft and flying more by
the ecclesiastics of Scotland than by any other class. It is
true that they did so often at the expense of consistency and
outraged conscience, for, as Mr. Lang remarks, ¢ the Bishops
argued that to fight Edward was as meritorious as to take
part in a crusade.’ Lamberton, Bishop of St. Andrews, was
thrice forsworn, and Wishart, Bishop of Glasgow, broke his
solemn oath eight times. Indeed, it seems as if these pious
clerics never swore fealty without mental reservations; just as
a modern Scottish Dissenting minister signs the Confession of
Faith and then skulks behind a nullifying Declaratory Act.
However they may have excused themselves, it is clear that
from the time of Wallace till the Reformation of 1560, the
patriotic spirit was kept alive chiefly by the ecclesiastics.
These men were possibly unscrupulous in their methods,
salving their consciences by the sophistry that they were
doing evil that good might come ; but, nevertheless, it was by
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prelates like Wishart, Lamberton, Frazer, Kennedy, James
Beaton, and David Beaton that Scotland was preserved from
falling an easy prey to English astuteness and force. Their
labours have not hitherto obtained the recognition which they
deserve, probably because the historians of Scotland from
John Knox onwards have been Protestants, who, unconsciously
to themselves, looked askance upon Roman Catholic politi-
cians. Mr. Lang has approached the matter with an unpreju-
diced mind, and, for the first time, perhaps, has given an
unbiassed account of the services rendered by these much-
abused patriots. The average Protestant historian writes as
though the Reformation in Scotland were a kind of modern
miracle; but Mr. Lang's account of it is eminently reason-
able :—

¢In nothing has the character of the Lowland Scot since 1560 differed
from the character of his southern kinsman of England so much as on the
point of religion. The English Reformation began in the action of the
Crown, and was carried through by the Crown, the new noblesse, the
Bishops of Henry VIIIL., and the more wealthy and prosperous of the
middle classes. What new doctrines were adopted came from Lutheranism
rather than from any other foreign source, but were chiefly the result of
English compromise. A Church was developed which worshipped in the
ancient fanes, under the ancient order of Bishops, in the translated words
of the ancient service-books, or in others not less beautiful. The assistance
of the arts was not always rejected ; common prayer was deemed more
important than political and doctrinal harangues from the pulpit.
Monasticism perished ; purgatory, prayer to saints, pilgrimages, ceased to
be recognised. There was a Revolution, but a Revolution which left
many old thirgs standing, and did not at once destroy all the pleasant
popular holidays and practices which the ancient faith had consecrated to
Christian use. -

¢ In Scotland the Reformation began not in the Crown, not immediately
from personal and political causes, but from rational criticism developed
in the ranks of the gentry, the junior branches of the great families, the
Augustinian and Dominican Orders, some of the secular clergy, and the
wealthier burgesses. The King could not, as in England, direct and
instigate the movement, for had he done so he must have broken with
Rome and with France, on which he leaned for support against his loving
uncle, Henry VIII. He saw Henry first quarrelling with Rome in the
interests of his private love-affairs ; then proclaiming the Royal supremacy
over the Church ; then executing the best and bravest of his subjects,
More and Fisher (1635) ; then robbing the monasteries ; then authorising
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(as a weapon against Rome) the translation of the Bible; destroying
relics, and melting golden reliquaries ; burning men who read his trans-
lated Bible in their own sense ; and, finally, roasting for one sort of
heterodoxy, hanging for another, and keeping the executioner at work on
his Ministers and his wives. The Protestant. programme, as evolved and
carried out by Henry VIIIL., was not a programme which James could
have adopted. No Scottish King was ever allowed to bloat into such a
monster of tyranny as Henry VIIL’

This candid view of the Reformation will commend itself
as sane and sensible to every one save the sectarian
bigot. A mild-mannered King like James V. must have
felt his soul revolting with horror against a heresy which
produced such appalling atrocities, even though he had not
been trained to venerate the Church of Rome from his child-
hood. Froude alone among the historians has striven to make
a Protestant Saint of Henry VIIL, and he has done so by per-
verting facts and regarding them with distorted vision. It
may have been with a sincere desire to stem the tide of the
¢ Lutheran heresy,’ which seemed inevitably associated with
such enormities, that James V. consented to the extreme
measures for stamping out this pestilence which his clerical
advisers proposed. The contrast between the Tudors and the
Stuarts was distinctly shown at this period. The Tudors ever
were rvuthless, selfish persecutors. Henry VII, despite
Bacon’s eulogium, was a self-seeking tyrant; Henry VIIL
was an ‘ unspeakable Turk’ in public and private life; his
daughter Mary showed the taint of heredity by the Smith-
field fires, kindled to overthrow the work of her father ; and
Elizabeth, though the best of the race, slew her faithful
gervants from feelings of petty spite and jealousy. For-
tunately the Tudor strain in the blood of James V. and his
hapless daughter, Mary, was not strong enough to poison the
stream derived from Stuart sources, though they both suffered
in consequence.

The Scottish Reformation, as Mr. Lang points out, came
from the opposite pole of the body politic. The pioneers
of learning—Elphinstone, Boece, Panter, Archbishop Stewart,
and Johu Major—were all pupils, in a sense, of Erasmus,
and were predisposed towards reform within the Church.
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The character and qualifications of the leading ecclesiastics,
on the other hand, had steadily deteriorated, and noble
birth was deemed a better passport to high clerical offices than
profound learning or sagacity. The Church was not well ad-
ministered, and Sir David Lindsay, himself a Roman Catholic,
was very outspoken in his complaints of the simony, incom-
petence, lust, and avarice that were then prevalent. The
leaders of the Scottish Reformation had been trained in the
democratic city of Geneva, and adopted the stern tenets of
Calvin rather than the milder methods of Luther. They ap-
pealed to the populace—what Knox afterwards called the
‘raskail multitude, when he found them too strong for him to
restrain—and the result was as overwhelming as it was de-
structive. Precisely as the French Revolution of 1789, which
appealed to the unreasoning classes, developed into the Reign
of Terror in 1792, so the Scottish Reformation, begun with
perfect good faith, brought about the downfall of the Church
to which Scotland owed all the civilisation it possessed. Itis
absurd to suppose that a Pentecostal spirit had miraculously
converted the Scottish nation to Protestant principles, and
made them earnest iconoclasts, determined to destroy the old
Church in defence of truth and rectitude. The plain fact is
that the latent devilry of the lower orders was awakened by
the opportunities of plunder and devastation ; and they neither
troubled themselves about the supremacy of the Pope, nor the
right of private interpretation, nor the intercession of saints,
nor prayers for the dead, nor any one of the countless subjects
which were fiercely debated by converted priests and sup-
porters of the old Catholicism. George Buchanan maintained
his cquilibrium at first in the bouleversement that was general
amoug his compeers. His original notion was that the Church,
vitiated as it was, might yet be reformed from within, but
reasons of State policy led him later to give up this attitude,
and he went with the majority. The great figure of the time
is John Knox. Mr. Lang’s first volume concludes with the
assassination of Cardinal Beaton, and Knox comes only inci-
dentally within his purview. But it is clear that,—almost for
the first time in Scottish history,—we are to have from the
XXXVI 2
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author a reasonable estimate of the man whom unthinking
generations of Protestants have taken as their idol. To the
unimpassioned and unsectarian student of history it has always
been a puzzle to know why the partizan statements of Knox,
written for special political reasons, and full of malversations
of fact and perverse imputations of motive, should have been
accepted as ¢ proofs strong as Holy Writ.” There is not in the
whole range of literature another instance of a virulent partizan
pamphlet such as Knox’s so-called History of the Kirk being
elevated to the position of an authority in matters historical.
When Mr. Lang has to deal in his second volume with the
story of Queen Mary he will find full confirmation of his low
opinion of Knox as a historian. But that as yet, to use the
author’s favourite phrase, is still ‘on the knees of the gods.’
The death of Beaton made an epoch in the history of Scotland,
and Mr. Lang aptly concludes his first volume thus:—¢ With
David Beaton slain, and with Kuox hurrying forward to assume
a power greater than Beaton’s, we may say of old Catholic
Scotland, as said the dying Cardinal, « Fie, all is gone!”’

Mr. Lang’s work may be estimated from two points of view
—that of the historian and that of the general reader. The
latter will be surprised to find that topics which he has hither-
- to considered as dry and uninteresting, have been made
bright and attractive by a facile literary style, with a pro-
nounced dash of modernity. The student of history will
appreciate the fearless attitude taken up by Mr. Lang towards
oft-debated points, and will be especially grateful for the light
thrown by him upon the obscure origin of the early inhabi-
tants of Scotland. To suppose that a work like this, which
in many points runs counter to moss-grown traditions, and
which destroys accepted conventionalities, will be at once re-
ceived with acclamation, is to expect a miracle. But as
Wagner wrote his ‘music of the future’ amid storms of
derision and vituperation, calmly confident that it would
ultimately prevail, so Mr. Lang may possess his soul in
patience, believing that his book will be the ¢history of the
future,’ and will survive when the twentieth century is suffer-

ing from senile decay.
A. H. MILLAR.
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Arrt. II.—_THE KELMSCOTT PRESS.
A Review and Some Statistics.

IVE centuries and a half have passed since the discovery of
printing by means of movable types: moreover, only a very
brief period divides the discovery from the first signs of degene-
ration—not, of course, from the commercial, but from the
®sthetic point of view. As many think, it was left for William
Morris late in the nineteenth century again to give dignity and
importance to the craft. Cinquecento books are now so rare
that relatively few persons come under the spell of pages, as
pages, printed thus long ago. Admirable examples are to be
found in the British Museum and elsewhere, but in general the
study of these is regarded as dull, and visitors pass on to examine
other objects, which for them possess more direct appeal. In
large part, this explains why so few enter into Morris’s feeling
when, an Aldus book of about 1490 in his hands, he exclaimed
enthusiastically, ¢ Ah! I wish I could get my books printed like
that” The causes that operated towards the degeneration of
printing as an art are not far to seek. Up till the fifteenth cen-
tury, as is well known, there was but one method of reproducing
the words of a document or book: the caligraphist had to be
requisitioned on every occasion. The amount of labour expended
on a given piece of work was approximately fixed by its nature,
and that of the demand. If it was merely a commercial docu-
ment, copies would be made rapidly, with relatively little regard
to appearance. But if, on the other hand, it was a Book of
Hours, a Psalter, or some devotional work destined for a king, a’
church dignitary, or other person of high estate, no amount of
care was thought to be ill spent. In a thousand monasteries
scattered over Europe, more or less skilled scribes spent their
lives in transcription. You have only, for instance, to enter San
Marco in Florence, whose every cell bears a simple, devotional
little fresco by its long-time inmate and brother, Beato Angelico,
passing thence to the library with its hundred open scripts, to
understand something of the spirit in which the scribes worked.
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Shut off from ordinary affairs, assured of at least the necessaries
of life, a touch of the stir and bustle in which we of to-day live,
would have come to many of them as a welcome diversion.
Perhaps a no more significant testimony to the tranquillity of
medlzeval monastic life is to be found than in these manuscripts,
penned with such heed, painted and illuminated, many of them,
so beautifully. Three score years and ten might yield a copy of
but a single work ; thereafter, years were spent in decorating it
with full-page miniatures against golden backgrounds, examples
of which cause many collectors of to-day metaphorically to gnash
their teeth and break the tenth commandment, until one at any
rate is in their library. It is unnecessary to do more than recall
that the first development in the direction of more expeditious
reproduction is to be found in the Block Book. Here the design
of the page having been traced, the characters were cut on wood,
afterwards inked by means of the frotton, and damp papers laid
on before placing in the hand press. Correction, of course, was
difficult, and this difficulty resulted perhaps in the discovery of
movable types, the principle upon which all modern printing is
based. ‘

The important point to remember is that when the Mazarin
Bible, now worth about £5,000, and the Psalter no less valuable,
were issued in the sixth decade of the fifteenth century, they en-
tered into direct competition with the work of the scribes. It would
seem that when Fust and Schoeffer issued the so-called Gutenberg
Bible in 1456 or thereabouts, they desired to preserve secrecy as
to the manner in which it was produced ; indeed, it is possible that
copies were disposed of as the work of expert scribes. Two ob-
jects at any rate they must have kept in mind: one to produce
a book comparable at least with a fine manuscript, the other not
prematurely to arouse the opposition of that large class who
earned perhaps a scanty livelihood by copying. It happens,
then, that the Psalter issued in 1457, registers in many respects
the high water mark of printing as an art. So confident of
success were its executants, that they added their name and the
date, thus challenging the caligraphists and all interested in the
older method. Each character of this bold Gothic fount was
carefully designed by the working partner, Fust being the
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capitalist. Peter Schoeffer, if credence be given to a Strasburg
manuscript penned by him in 1499, had studied at ¢the most
glorious University of Paris;’ and to a fund of invention he
added a taste for the beautiful. Produced as it must have been
at enormous cost, the undertaking more than likely requiring
subsidy, it is not surprising when the conditions of the time are
taken into account, that this earliest printed Psalter should stand
out in its kind as the most memorable book in the world. The
reason why early printed books, in whatever country, remain un-
excelled as examples of the craft, is because their merits were
measured by a standard which by degrees has altogether dis-
appeared : the standard, I mean, of the exquisitely written page,
whose characters, conforming to well-selected types, were traced
not on machine-made paper of cotton, but on vellum skins, so
smooth to the touch, so attractive to the eye of the conmnoisseur.

Many persons ascribe the foundation of the Kelmscott Press
solely to William Morris’s so called medizvalism ; but the fact
that things ancient exercised a fascination over him in no way
suffices to explain this project, by whose achievement, above all
else it may be, he will hereafter be remembered. Rather it was,
to use his own words, because ‘I have always been a great
admirer of the caligraphy of the middle ages and of the earlier
printing which took its place. As to the fifteenth century
books, I had noticed that they were always beautiful by force of
the mere typography, even without the added ornament, with
which many of them are so lavishly supplied. And it was the
essence of my undertaking to produce books which it would be a
pleasure to look upon as pieces of printing and arrangement of
type” To-day, few voices will be raised in protest against the
assertion that the fifty-two works issued from the little house in
Hammersmith, now turned into a granary, form one of the most
remarkable contributions, not alone to the printing, but to the
craftsmanship in general of the nineteenth century. Onward
from the time when Morris was a fellow-student with Burne-
Jones at Oxford, he delighted to turn over the pages of old
manuscripts. Mr. F. S. Ellis tells how in his enthusiastic,
simple-hearted way Morris was wont to recall hours passed in the
Bodleian, where a special favourite was a fine Apocalypse dating
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from the thirteenth century. Over and again those who knew
him prior to the eighties, listened to incisive, maybe exaggerated,
criticisms of the then-accepted methods of printing. So far from
affording him pleasure, there is little doubt that the issue,
through channels over which he had but limited control, of his
own writings, in large part was mixed with pain—at best they
were reasonably well printed, and that went for little with a
man possessed of an overwhelming desire for excellence. Al-
though as early as 1866, a special edition of the Earthly Paradise
with illustrations, by Sir Edward Burne-Jones, and type designed
by Morris was projected, the thousand difficulties incident to be-
coming his own printer operated effectively for years. For one
thing, his many-sided activity left scant leisure to devote to the
scheme. If not in the way that William Morris hoped, i.., in
the immediate reconstitution of society on a more satisfactory
basis, his series of political speeches, delivered in many of the
great towns of England, had as indirect outcome, perhaps, the
fulfilment of his dream as a printer. During frequent absences
from London, the conduct of ‘Morris & Co.’s’ well-known busi-
ness devolved upon two men whose qualities were admirably
fitted to the work. Responsibility in this direction lessened,
many hitherto existing obstacles to the long wished-for founding
of the Press were removed. Throughout his life Morris was a
sceptic as to the worth of knowledge gathered other than at first
hand. For this reason, among others, he began in earnest to
bring together that fine assemblage of MSS. and early printed
books, whose dispersal at Messrs. Sotheby’s ranked as one of the
chief events of 1898. Once before he had acquired some valu-
able and historically interesting examples by monastic scribes
and early printers, which, much to his after regret, he disposed
of before the idea of becoming his own printer had taken definite
shape. Those who examined the Morris books will recall how
indicative of swift insight, of loving and prolonged examination,
were his pencilled comments on many a margin or title page.
Every example by an early printer was acquired with the direct
object of studying typography.

William Morris himself has put it on record that the problem,
as it presented itself to him, of building up a book of beautiful
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pages, was a four-sided one: ‘the paper, the form of the type,
the relative spacing of the letters, the words, and the lines; and
lastly, the position of the printed matter on the page.’ There
are few men at the end of the nineteenth century who share in
anything like equal degree Morris’s dislike of and distrust in
machinery, particularly as applied to the crafts. Even had it
been otherwise, durability and appearance alike would have
dictated the choice of a hand-made paper. Furthermore, he
determined—and in this as in all other matters, considerations of
cost were not allowed to interfere—that the paper should be
wholly of linen, hard and well-sized; that it should be ¢laid’ and
not ‘wove,’ the lines caused by the wires of the mould not to be
so strong as to give a ribbed appearance. As confirming his own
conclusions, independently reached, Morris found that on these
points he was in agreement with the paper makers of the fifteenth
century ; hence he took as model a Bolognese paper of about
1473. As to type, it was rather by instinct than as the result
of thought, Morris tells us, that he began by designing a fount
of Roman characters. Before starting to design on his own ac-
count, he caused parts of the Pliny printed by Jenson in 1476, -
and of Arezzo’s History of Florence, issued in the same year by
Jacobus Rubeus, to be enlarged by photography, in order the
more clearly to bring out their salient features. Not till he had
traced each one of their characters over and over, thus mastering
and becoming familiar with their every line, did he set out to
make the eighty-one designs which go to form the now famous
Golden Type, so called because the Golden Legend was to have
been the first book printed therewith at the Kelmscott Press.
The Gothic fount came later. Next as to spacing. In order to
avoid white spaces between the letters, so large as to mar the
unity of effect, Morris decided that the ‘face’ of the letter
should be as nearly as possible conterminous with the ¢body;’
and that the lateral spaces between the words should suffice only
to make a clear division, and should be approximately equal—
modern printers, he noted, paid little or no heed to these essential
points. ‘Leads’ he used sparingly, to avoid undue width of
white between the lines, limiting himself, indeed, to a thin lead
in the ease of the pica Gothic, to a hair lead in the case of the
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double-column Chaucer, and in the 16mo. books, dispensing al-
together with leads. Perhaps, however, Morris regarded the
position of matter on the page as the most important question in
this kind. The inner margin, he affirmed, should invariably be
the narrowest, the top somewhat wider, the outside again wider,
and the bottom widest of all. In this respect, of course, he
found himself at variance with modern practice, which tended
to take a single page instead of the two pages, when opened, as
the true unit. On the other hand, examination of works by
medizval printers is said to show that they observed a difference
of 20 per cent. as between the narrowest inner margin and the
deepest margin at the bottom. Of three Kelmscott books before
me as I write, the respective measurements may be given in this
connection :—

Inner Margins
(effect when bound) Top Margin Outer Sides Bottom Margin

inches. inches. inches. inches.
News from Nowhere, 3 Y3 118
Chaucer, - -1 13 2% 4
Aims of the Press, - % 5 15 - 143

Doubtless, an examination of the entire series would give ap-
proximately the same result.

Ink plays a by no means unimportant part in the power of a
page to delight the eye. Although Morris often spoke of making
his own ink, this intention was never fulfilled. After many
trials, he finally adopted an ink from Hanover, whose uniform
blackness can hardly be surpassed. By general consent, the
Edinburgh edition of Stevenson, now worth more than double its
issue price, is, as a book, one of the best produced in this century;
while special attention has been paid to every detail of the
editions de luze of Mr. Geeorge Meredith and Mr. Rudyard Kip-
ling. If, however, these books be compared with those issued
from the Kelmscott Press, the ink looks relatively grey, it lacks
the strength of that used by Morris. The founder had, too, his
own ideas as to vellum. The six copies of the Glittering Plain
of 1891, and two or three of Poems by the Way are printed on
very fine vellum bought in Rome, of which, however, it was im-
possible to get more, every skin being required by the Vatican.
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For binding purposes, Morris himself preferred to the pure white
surface those skins which show the hair marks; hence many of
his own copies are thus distinguished. In a word, every minute
detail came under his personal consideration, even, for instance,
to the red, blue, yellow, and green silk ties, which were specially
woven and dyed. Apart, then, from the type and the decoration,
Kelmscott books claim attention by virtue of what Mr. Ruskin
might have called their righteousness. It will be long, probably,
ere inclination and opportunity again concur in the case of a
man so gifted as Morris, and without this conjunction a second
Kelmscott Press is impossible. He was unhampered by questions
of expense; he dared to put in practice his own theories of pro-
ducing books as perfect in every way as he could make them.
As has been said, Morris had an idea of issuing a special
edition of the Earthly Paradise, to be illustrated by his friend,
Sir Edward Burne-Jones, as early as 1866. Many designs, indeed,
were executed, and 44 of these for ‘Cupid and Psyche’ engraved
on wood. Specimen pages were set up, moreover, in Caslon type.
Later, the idea of an illustrated edition of Love is Enough took
shape, marginal ornaments being designed. But neither of these
plans reached fruition. Visitors to the exhibition of the Arts
and Crafts Society, held in the autumn of 1888, may recall Mr.
Emery Walker’s preface to the catalogue on the subject of
printed books. William Morris shared his views, and as the out-
come of many conversations The House of the Wolfings was
printed at the Chiswick Press, with special type modelled on an
old Basle fount, the same, by the way, that had been used earlier
for the trial pages of The Earthly Paradise. 1In 1889 The Roots
of the Mountains was similarly printed, a volume that its author
at the time declared to be ¢ the best looking book issued since the
seventeenth century.” Immediately after its appearance Morris
set to work, in the way already alluded to, to design a fount of
his own. He was anxious that Mr. Emery Walker should join
him as partner in the printing business, and although formally
this never became an accomplished fact, his advice and guidance
were sought on every important point during the whole life of
the Press. The Roman or Golden fount, modelled on the char-
acters employed by Nicholas Jenson, 1470-6, completed, Morris
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felt the want of a Gothic series. In the designing of this Troy
type, which he preferred to either of the others, he was influenced
primarily by that of Schoeffer, and by those of Mentelin of
Strasburg and Zainer of Augsburg. These types, said Morris,
¢ avoided the spiky ends and undue compression which lay some
of the later type open’ to a charge of unreadableness; only the
earlier printers (naturally following therein the practice of their
predecessors, the scribes), were very liberal of contractions, and
used an excess of ‘tied’ letters, which, by the way, are very
useful to the compositor.” The designer’s paramount aim was to
make this Great Primer Gothic as easy to read as his Roman
type of English size, by this time generally admired. Still
later, the greatest of all his fulfilled projects, the double-column
Chaucer, necessitated a pica Gothic, known as the Chaucer,
which differs only from the Troy in point of size. In addition,
no less than 384 initial letters, including 34 T’s, and 57 different
borders, were designed, and most of them engraved and used.
Without counting the two trial pages on vellum of Lord
Berners’ translation of Froissart’s Chronicles—a projected work
in two volumes folio which would probably have eclipsed the
Chaucer in ornamentation and general importance—fifty-two
works in sixty-six volumes were printed and issued at the
Kelmscott Press. Initially, one hand press only was used for
the books, but in November, 1891, a second was bought, and
early in 1895 a third, specially adapted for printing the
Chaucer. A trial page of the first book, The Story of the
Glittering Plain, was pulled on January 1st, 1891—in May
a copy of this page sold for £26 10s.—and the first sheet |
printed about a month later. The volume is dated April
4th, and was issued on May 8th, 1891. Full particulars as
to type, number of copies, issue price, etc., will be found in
the table appended, but it may here be noted that this is the
only Kelmscott book with wash-leather ties, and that four of
the vellum copies were specially bound in green vellum, three
of these being given by William Morris to his friends. The
text of The Glittering Plain, with but small variations, was
first printed in the English Illustrated Magazine. ln Poems by
the Way—Flores Atramenti was the title originally in-
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tended by the author—two colours of ink, red and
black, are for the first time used; and there are in
existence a few copies whose vellum covers were stained
at Merton, red, yellow, indigo, and dark green, this experi-
ment, however, not proving successful. Only two of the
thirteen examples of Poems by the Way printed on vellum are
on that procured from Rome. The third Kelmscott Press
book, Mr. Wilfred Scawen Blunt’s Poems, is the only one whose
initials are printed in red, this at the author’s express wish.
The fourth volume is a reprint from the Stones of Venice, with
a preface by Morris, of whom Ruskin said ¢Morris is beaten
gold” Some peculiarity or point of special interest attaches
to almost each. work issued; a few only, however, can be
alluded to here. The first four books were bound in stiff
vellum, and in the fifth, The Defence of Guenevere, limp vellum
was for the first time used. This book, again, is the only one
whose title is inscribed on the back by band.  The Golden
Legend, set up from a transcript of Caxton’s first edition in the
possession of the University of Cambridge, was to have iutro-
duced the press to the public, indeed fifteen pages were in
. type by May, 1891 ; but the size of the paper, at first bought
in sheets 16 in. by 11 in., was found to be too small, and there
was unforeseen delay in procuring the larger paper. This
Golden Legend contains the first woodcut title designed by
Morris. The Troy type appears for the first time in 7he
Recuyell, issued on November 24th, 1892. About this re-issue
of the first book printed in Englisb, William Morris, with
whom it was a great favourite, wrote for Mr. Quaritch’s cata-
logue :—* As to the matter of the book it makes a thoroughly
amusing story, instinct with medizval thought aud maouers.
For though written at the end of the middle ages and
dealing with classical mythology, it bas in it no 'token
of the coming Renaissance, but is purely medizval’
The smaller Gothic, or Chaucer type was uwd for
the table of chapters and the glossary, snd Morris desigued
many initials and ornaments for the work. The Billia Innscen-
tium was the last book issued with uutrimmed edgom, the first
printed in 8vo. The next imsue was Caxton’s [ictory o Iy
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nard the Foz, taken from the edition of 1481—* one of the very
best of his works as to style, remarked Morris, and ‘ being
translated from a kindred tongue is delightful as mere lang-
uage.” As frontispiece to News from Nowhere, we have a view
of Morris’ Thames-side home, the old manor house of Kelms-
cott, just such a home, he told a friend, as, before its acquisi-
tion, he had seen in dream. The Order of Chivalry marks the
first use of the Chaucer type for the body of the text, and in
The History of Godfrey of Boloyne we come upon the fifth and
last of the Caxton reprints. It is, too, the first work published
and sold at the Kelmscott Press, its forerunners having been
disposed of by Messrs. Reeves and Turner, George Allen, or
Bernard Quaritch. William Morris’ lecture on Gothic Archi-
tecture, set up at Hammersmith, was printed at the New Gal-
lery during the progress of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition in
the autumn of 1893. It was the first 16mo book, and was
twice reprinted at the Exhibition. Some 85 copies of King
Florus, translated from the French by Morris, were bought by
Messrs. Tregaskis to be bound in various parts of the world.
This interesting collection was exhibited recently at the
opening of the Rylands Library, Manchester. The Psalmi
Penetentiales are taken from a MS. Book of Hours, penned at
Gloucester early in the 15th century ; according to Professor
Skeat, it being probably a copy of a still older MS. Much
might be said about the Clhaucer, but it must suffice to mention
that the original intention was to issue 325 copies with 60
woodcuts designed by Burne-Jones; three months later it
was determined to add to the number of illustrations and
cover the cost by printing a hundred extra copies
of the book. In effect we have eighty-seven Burne-
Jones illustrations, instead of ¢‘about sixty, as origin-
ally promised. The first of the fourteen borders was begun
by Morris on February 1st, 1892; three days later the vine
border for the initial page was commenced, this being finished
in a week. Not, however, until the end of February, 1896,
did Morris complete his designs, the last being the title page.
The Chaucer, in addition to the eighty-seven illustrations de-
signed by Burne-Jones and engraved by W. H. Hooper, has

*
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the woodcut title, fourteen large borders, eighteen different
frames for illustrations, and twenty-six large initial words
especially designed by Morris. In the accompanying table it
will be noted how frequently the founder of the press's name
occurs as author or translator, and the works that he trans-
lated are hardly less indicative of his general outlook than are
those he wrote. Had Morrie’ life not been cut short, Mr.
Cockerell, to whose interesting bibliography I am indebted for
a hundred particulars, tells us that we should have had Kelm-
scott volumes embracing the Tragedies, Histories, and Comedies
of Shakespeare; Caxton’s Vitae Patrum; the Poems of Mr.
Watts-Dunton ; a catalogue of the woodcut and early printed
books and MSS. at Kelmscott House; and possibly other
works, including the Bible.

There was for long grave doubt as to whether an enterprise
involving so much money-expenditure, to say nothing of
Morris' own time and talent, would prove a commercial
success. A demand for books well printed on excellent
paper had almost to be created ; and many regarded the pro-
ject as hopeless. But work after work was fully subscribed,
with increasing alacrity, too, as time went on, and the Keln-
scott Press became more widely known. In this connection
one amusing incident may be related. Messrs. Macmillan,
who published Tennyson’s Maud, were somewhat disappointed
with the sale of the five hundred copies, the price to the public
of which was two guineas. Hence, to their after regret, they
announced to the trade that some 200 copies, I think, would
be sold as a ‘remainder.’” On the morning after the issue of
the notice one enthusiast stationed himself at the firm’s door
at 6 A.M., there to wait patiently until the opening hour. By
noon not a single copy, at anyrate at the ¢ remainder’ price,
was procurable. The joke against Mr. Macmillan will not
soon be allowed to drop. Even commercially the Kelmscott
Press proved a satisfactory undertaking, for the absorption by
the public, during a period of some seven years, of 18,234
copies of 53 works, representing an aggregate sum of about
£50,600—nearly £3 a volume—is a pre-eminently note-worthy
achievement, which would have been deemed impossible even
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Author, Translator,
Con. TrTLE. or Size. Type. Bindir!
No. Adapter.
1 The Story of the Glittering Plain... Wm. Morris Small 4t0 Golden  Stiff Vel
2 Poems by the Way ..................... » . ’s .
3 Love Lyrics and Songs of Proteus  W. S. Blunt ’ » '
4 The Natare of Gothic .................. John Ruskin . . ’e
5 The Defence of Guenevere............ Wm. Morris » » Limp V. 1
6 Dream of John Ball...........con..... » ” ” -
7 The Golden Legend..................... ‘Wm. Caxton, T. Large 4to . Half Hol‘
8 Recuyell of Historyes of Troye...... » sy Troy Limp Vel
9 Biblia Innocentium ..........cccuu....e. J. W. Mackail, Adp. 8vo Golden  Stiff Vells
10 History of Reynard the Foxe ...... ‘Wm. Caxton Large 4to Troy Limp Vel
11 Poems......cccover weereeeiieniieininnnens Shakespeare 8vo Golden .
12. News from Nowhere ......... ......... ‘Wm. Morris 8vo ’ '
13 The Order of Chivalry ............... Wm. Caxton, T. Small 4to Chaucer -
14 Life of Thomas Wolsey ............... G. Cavendish 8vo Golden 'y
15 History of Godefrey of Boloyne ... Wm. Caxton Large 4to Troy .
16 Utopia ....vvivniiiineiiiiiiininiinnninne Sir T. More 8vo Chaucer ’e
17 Maud ..oooiiviiiiiiie Lord Tennyson 8vo Golden .
18 Gothic Architecture........c..coeuvueens ‘Wm. Morris 16mo ” Half Holl
19 Sidonia the Sorceress .................. Lady Wilde, T. Large 4to ’ Limp Vel
20 Ballads and Poems ................c..0 D. G. Rossetti 8vo . .
% Sonnets and Lyrical Poems ......... ’ » . I
King Florus and the Fair Jehane... Wm. Morris, T. 16mo Chaucer Half Holl
22 Story of the Glittering Plain......... » Large 4to Troy Limp Vel
23 Amis and Amile........ccocvieieninnennn. . 16mo Chaucer Half Holl
24 PoemS.......ccuviiiiiiiiiiinieniinii John Keats 8vo Golden Limp Vel
25 Atalanta in Calydon .................. A. C. Swinburne Large 4to Troy ”»
26 Tale of the Emperor Coustans ...... Wm. Morris, T. . 16mo Chaucer Half Holl:
27 The Wood Beyond the World ...... Wm. Morris 8vo » Limp Vell
28 The Book of Wisdom and Lies 0. Wardrop, T » Golden ’s
29 Poetical Works... Shelley » » It
29a ” ”» ” ”» ””
20 ,, e ’ » ’s v
30 Psalmi Penitentiales .................. » Chaucer Half Holl:
31 Epistola de Contemptu Mundi ...... Savonarola »» » -
. \
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SALx Pricks.

April 5, or Feb. 15, or Record

sr. Issue Date. No. of Issue uly 12, Mar. 24, July 7, Nov. 28, Prices.
pies. Price. 1898, 1899. 1899. 1899 1899-1900.

£ s d £ d. £s.d £ d. £ s d

urner May 8, 1891 2035 lggns. 1610 02510 03310 029010 03310 O

Oct 20, 1891 300‘1;: 2 . 660110 01415 01415 015 0 0
1BV, 12 0 e e e,

Feb.27, 1892 300P. 2 ., 310 0 7 7 013 5 013 5 014 0 0

sn Mar. 22, 15692 500P. £110s. 216 0 410 0 415 0 4 5 0 416 10

urner May 19 1892 3{)8‘1;’ lggnl.4007508150926926

Sept 24, 1892 300P. £110s. 217 6 5 7 6 615 0 5 7 6 615 0
11V, 10gns. ...  ccooo e e e

writch Nov. 3, 1892 500 P. w 576 800105 0 8 001010 0

Nov. 24, 1892 300 P. SR 717 6 715 0 7 50 8 0 0

] 5V. £80 ... e e,

‘urner Dec. 9, 1892 200P. lgn. 3 7 6 9 7 624 0 027 0 027 0 0

aritch Jan, 25, 1893 3{)85 lggns. 4 40 615 07 00515 07 00

‘urner Feb. 13, 1893 500P. £15s. 415 0 9 6 015 0 016 0 016 0 0
10V, 10gns. ...  .coov ceen eveen e

Mar. 24, 1893 3%)5. 1% , 3005150 510 0 510 0 515 0

April 12,1893 225P. £110s. 3 8 0 5 5 0 517 6 6 0 0 612 6
10V, 10gns. ... oo en e e

May 3, 18932525. 25, 2204100550565 055 0

s May 24, 1893 30((;)‘1;: w 40081507100 612 6 815 0

‘urner Sept. 8, 1893 300P. £110s. 3 3 0 6 5 0 810 0 815 0 910 0
8V. 10gns. ...... e e e eeean

& Co. Sept. 20,1893 500P. 2 , 115 0 3 6 0 310 0 3 0 0 310 0
5V, Notsold .....  .coo. cieer e e

Oct. 21, 1893 1500P. 25.6d. ...  ovrr 2401110240
45V. 10s& 158 ...... 55 e e,

is  Nov.1, 1893 300 I 23gns. 3100 815 012 6 010 5 012 5 0
0V, e

ey Nov. 1893\ 310P. 4 ., 7 7 61717 01817 61715 01817 6
April2L, 1894 6V. 20 o oo e T

is  Dec. 28, 1893 350 P. 7s.6d. ... 7507150750715 0
15V, 808 e

Feb. 17, 1894 250 P. sgns. 510 0 817 610 0 0 970 01015 o

TV £20 oo et e

April4, 1894 G500 P. 7s. 6d. ... 460300¢214 04860
15V, 808, oo e

May 8, 1894 30_?5. £§10e. 120 01919 02710 025 0 02710 0

B OB, ch eien e e e

July 24, 1894 253\1;. 2» 5000915 0115012750125 0

. 2 e e i e e

Sept. 26, 1894 525 P. 7s.6d. ... 212 0 2150 28 0 215 0
20V. 2gps. ... 10 0 0 ... L .

Oct16, 189t 350P. 2, 3 7 6 550 7 5060075 0
8V. 10 . ... 26 0 0 oo o,

1aritch Oct 29, 1894 250P. 2 ,, 2 5 0 415 0 5 0 0 315 0 5 0 0

is ﬁ‘;‘;gg 1ooc] 250P. £3155. 8 0 020 0 02610 025 0 02810 0

. £

Oct. 28, 1895 6V, 24gns. ...  cieh eh e s

Dec. 10, 1894 300 P. 7s. 6d. ...... 412 0 510 0 4 0 0 510 0
12V, 3gns.  covee wveenr e e aeeeas

Dec. 12, 1894 152 P. Noprice 317 6 912 611 0 0 1310 0

......
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Author, Translator,
Con. TITLE. or Size. Type. Binding
No. Adapter.
32 Tale of Beowulf ..............c........l Wm. Morris, T. Large 4to Troy Limp Vel
33 Syr Perecyvelle of Gales............... 8vo Chaucer .
34 Life and Death of Jason .............. Wm., Morris Large 4to Troy ”
35 Child Christopher........ reeeeieeennes ' 16mo Chaucer Half Holk
36 Hand and Soul .......cocevvnvenianrnnnnn D. G. Rossetti . Golden  Stiff Vellr
37 PoEmS.......covvvniriiniiiiinieiiinieniaen. Herrick 8vo ’ Limp Vel
38 33 ereseasensrrseeiieneasenceneancanrneane Coleridge . » v
39 The Well at the World’s End ...... Wm, Morris Large 4to Chaucer .
40 Works.....ocoevviriniiinnnineinieninnnanns Chaucer ”» » Half Holl:
41 Earthly Paradise Wm. Morris Med. 4t0 Golden  Limp Vell
41a s »» ) »» ”»
4 lb IT) ” " " EE)
4lc EX)] ” ’ ”” 'Y
41d 2 i1) ” ” ”»
4le ” ” ” 9 ’
4411f ) %) ’” ” )
g tdd ” ’

42 Laudes Beate Mari® Virginis Steph,én Langton (?) Larg’e' 4to Troy Half Holk
43 The Floure and the Leafe............. ‘Wm. Morris Med. 4to » '
44 The Shepheardes Calender............ Spenser » Golden "
45 The Water of the Wondrous Isles @ Wm. Morris Large 4to Chaucer Limp Vel
46 Two Trial Pages of Froissart’s

‘Chronicles’.........coevvenennnnnnn Lord Berners, T. Folio ' Not boun
47 Sire Degrevaunt .............ccceeeneis 8vo » Half Holl
48 Syr Ysambrace .......c.ceeevvenrennnnns ' ’ n
49 German Woodcuts of the Fifteenth

Century........coveviiiiinninniinnnns Large 4to Golden .
50 Story of Sigurd the Volsung ......... Wm. Morris Small folio Chaucer Limp Vel
51 The Sundering Flood................... ' 8vo 'y Half Holl
52 Love is Enough.........ccoovvivnnnnnnnns » Large 4to Troy Limp Vell
53 Note on the Aims of the Press ...... ’ 8vo Golden Half Holl
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SaLE PRICES.

. April 5, or Feb. 15, or Record
Issue Date. No. of Issue uly 12, Mar. 24, July 7, Nov. 28, Prices,
Copies. Price. 1898. 1899. 1899. 1899. 1800-1900.
£8 d £8. d £ d £8 d £ s d
Feb. 2, 1895 300P. 2gns. 2 6 0 410 0 510 0 410 0 510 O
8V. £10 . e e e e
May 2, 1895 350 P. 158.  ...... 2 8 03150 3 5 03150
8V. d4dgus. ... 156 6 0 ...... ... e
July 5, 1895 202‘1; 5, 5 7 6 815 015 0 013 5 015 0 0
. 93y ereere eeeese eeeene eveees eeases
Sept. 25, 1895 600 P. 15s. ... 312 0 315 0 315 0 510 0
12V, 4dgns. ... ceeser eesess eesees eeeses
Dec. 12, 1895 225 P. 10s. ... 3 00 315 8 215 0 315 0
10V, 30s. ... 9 0 0 ... ...
Feb. 6, 1896 250P. £110s. 317 611 0 01810 01812 620 0 O
8V. 8gns. ... 26 0 0 ... ... @ ...
” April12, 1896 300P. 1 ,, 2 6 0 56 7 6 77 07 5 0 817 6
. 8 V. 5y eeenes 1616 0 ... ... ...
9 June4, 1896 350P. 5 ,, 5 5 0 6 5 012 0 01015 012 0 O
- 8V. 20 ,,  ciih eveee e e e
” June 26, 1896 425 P. £20 2810 044 0 05810 064 0 069 0 O
) 13V. 120 gns.  ...... aeeeer e e e
P July 24, 1896
5 Sept. 17, 1896
» Dec. 5, 1896
9 Jan. 22, 1897 | 225 P. £12 ... 1810 02510 025 0 02510 O
s Mar. 9, 1897 6V. 56gns. ... e e e S eene
”» May 11, 1897
. July 29, 1897
” Sept. 27, 1897
” Aug. 7, 1896 250 P. 10s. 3 3 0 6 2 6 710 0 7 0 0 712 6
10 V. 2gns. ... cer s s e
mscott Press Nov. 2, 1896 300 P. 10s. 116 0 312 6 3 3 0 3 56 0 312
10V, 2gns, ... ceer in e e
” Nov. 26, 1896 225P. 1 ,, ... 617 6 715 0 612 6 715 0
6V. 33 eeeene eeerrr e eineee aasees
» July 29, 1897 2505. 3 4 e 576 6126 7 5 07 50
BV. 12 ,, . i n e e
s Oct. 7, 1897 160V. 1 ,, ... 7 501010 011 0 011 0 O
. Nov. 12, 1897 350 P. 158 017 0 115 0 116 0 113 0 2 2 0
8V. 4gns. ... 8 8 0 ... ... 0 .
1. Morris Nov. 11, 1897 350 P. 128, ... 113 0 115 0 112 0 118 0
8V. 4gns. ... 8 8 0 ... ...
. Jan. 6, 1898 225P. £110s. ...... 4 6 04503604860
8V. 5gms. ... cier e e s
. Feb. 25, 1898 16‘(3)‘1;. 23 3 eeeees 1210 023 0 022 0 02410 O
”» 300P, 2 ,, ... 4 0 0 312 6 217 6 4 0 O
10V. 10 ,, ... 21 0 ... v eeees
Mar. 24, 1898 300P. 2 ,, ... 6 00 7 003850950
8V. 10 ,, .iio. ih e e e
» 525 P, 10s. ... 2 4 0 3100 3 80 3120
12V, 2gns. ... ... ceeer e eesees
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by Morris himself in the initial stages of the enterprise. For
it must be remembered that, while connoisseurs are ever
ready to pay considerable sums for examples of ancient typo-
graphy, relatively few were prepared to give what was at
first regarded as the excessive sum per volume demanded for
Kelmscotts.

Undeniably the short life of the Press, and the fact that its

founts, now in the hands of Morrie’ trustees, can no longer be
used save for special editions of his own writings, operated in
favour of higher prices. As a fact, the wouderful appreciation
in these books stands out as a feature of the 1899 auctious.
The little Biblia Innocentium heads the list of increases, being
now valued at almost twenty-seven times its issue price;
Keats’ Poems, originally to be procured for 30s., sell for £27;
the 1891 Glittering Plain bas made a8 much as £33 10s.,
although published at £2 2s ; and other hardly less striking
examples might be cited. Perhaps, indeed, the fact that a
. bigh-priced book like the Chaucer is valued at more than
thrice its first cost, £69 instead of £20, is the most significant
testimony of all. If the unpriced Savonarola letter be esti-
mated at £1 10s, and the magnificent Froissart pages, 160
copies on vellum only of which were printed, be included, the
aggregate original cost of a set of Kelmscotts on paper was
£144 14s. 6d. In March of this year the complete series
realised £560 14s. 6d.

These extraordinary advances have been established, it
must be remembered, in spite of no less than ten complete
sets, not to count several hundred odd volumes, having passed
through the London auction rooms during the past eighteen
months. For the most part the purchases have been made
by dealers, and hence the public is called to pay even higher
sums.

As to whether these books will see a still further advance
there is, of course, difference of opinion. On the one hand we
have to remember that there is a small likelihood of books
equally excellent being issued in the near future, that there is

- gaid to be a growing demand in America, and that the copies
available for sale hereafter will almost certainly be markedly
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fewer than those which have recently coms mnder the nasrme
Contrarily, one has to discount the force of a peruae sewms-
rary vogue, and to estimate the permansm mfinens: o7 V- Jnax
Morris as a printer. The appended table gives fnl pxr-zass
in order of issue, not, as will be remark«c, it tc o g T
each work printed at the Kelmscot: Pres . auc r » uvp
that this will prove useful alike for referense porrpues . <
the collector who desires full informatior V=iurs Gemer-o oy
on special purchasea The final colum: gives ta- re-ore 3o
paid at auction for each work up to Jnue 2900

ArT. IIL—SIR WALTER SOUTT £¥2 721 ¥l..k
ADAM ANTIQUARIAN CL7E &.7.5. .

FEW miles to the west of Lot Lever. 41s ams v or
Walter Scott’s Albot, hse Tue wumsn usue 5 Yuar
Adam. In the summer of 1517 tue Lore e onnumss s
Adam of Blair Adam, iuvited 8ir Waiter Sovr vy usa uv
appear before this time 10 have Lot nrunars» avuusnnes vt
the district, to spend a few dare wri wu ¥ Yar Lisn
House. Along with Scott wers s JusiuGsl i “us iUvrewsn
two of his moet congerdal frien.de, o1 Lopu Forpuws nul M-
W. Clark, son of Mr. Clark of ESd o, zizuwr o ¢ wal zuws
essay on Naval Tactics, wlich S w1 g s pracmes o G
manceuvre of breaking the Lze vz douidsd i defust priz-
ciples. The little holiday party, we wen? v uiy wr, vt s
very pleasant time with their aspinred roet and o wro
Rear-Admiral Adam—the firg 8ir Coarisn L3uc
They strolled through the Blair Ada~ garden azd pleascre
grounds—through the woods aud gzr.ves. These bad been

* The writer desires to express his obligations to Sir Charles E. Adam,
Baronet, Blair Adam, for kindly placing at his disposal for censultation
the Family Records of the Blair Adam Clab.
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laid out on the system of Shenston’s Leasowes—the model
after which Sir Walter Scott was then beautifying the policies
of Abbotsford. In a quiet social hour, and in the heart of this
scene of enchantment where the eye rested now on the gleam-
ing surface of Lochleven and anon on the rugged basaltic brow
of Benarty, with its historic pass winding round its base, Lord
Adam entertained his distinguished visitor with a graphic de-
scription of the antiquarian and historic surroundings of Blair
Adam. We narrate the incident in his Lordship’s own words :
‘I at this time told Sir Walter how singularly the place was
environed with castles of great antiquity—many of them con-
nected with historic matter of the highest concernment. That
there were besides other objects of great beauty, curiosity and
interest, all of them (even the most distant) within the reach
of being thoroughly seen between breakfast and the evening
—so that with a basket well supplied with cold meat and some
bottles of good wine, we could explore the recesses of Castle
Campbell (I believe the most distant), enjoy our refreshment,
and return before the night set in. The places which I en-
numerated, beginning at the nearest, was my own little castle
of Dowhill. To the west were the castles of Cleish, Aldie,
Thullibole, Castle Campbell, the scenery of the Cauldron Linn
and the Rumbling Bridge. To the north I mentioned the
Castle of Balfour, Burleigh, and the Castle of Balvaird, the
original seat of the Stormont family.

‘I represented that on the east side is the royal palace of
Falkland, and also of Leslie, with its superb trees and its an-
cient beautiful terraces, on the banks of the river Leven, and
Christ Kirk on the Green, rendered illustrious by a royal poet.
That, travelling westward, there were the Castles of Strathen-
dric and of Arnot, and the ruined castle of drained Lochore, be-
tween the Lake and Blair Adam, was the Castra Stativa
Agricole still to be traced. To the south was Dunfermline,
where Bruce is buried, and James IV. drank ¢the bluid red
wine.’

¢Last but not least was Loch Leven Castle, seen at every
turn from the northern side of Blair Adam.’

This castle as well as its neigbourhood was ere long to be -
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invested with a new halo of romance on the publication of The
Abbot in 1820. '

The subject now introduced to his notice must have been
congenial in no ordinary degree to the author of The Antiquary
and the redactor of the Border Minstrelsy. Scott’s mind has
been compared by Lockhart to one of those antique Gothic
fabrics with its rich imagery and tracery, half seen in the clear
day light, and half by rays tinged with the blazoned forms of
the past.

We do not wonder that we should be told that Scott was at
once fascinated—and that the talk which ensued generated
the idea of the formation of the Blair Adam Antiquarian Club.
The scheme was—as follows. The select party then at Blair
Adam were to be the members, with a few names of special
friends to be added to the number.

They agreed to visit Blair Adam annually, arriving on the
Friday in time for dinner, and leaving again for their duties in
Edinburgh on the following Tuesday morning. This gave
them two free days for their antiquarian excursions and ex-
plorations. On Sundays, besides going to the Parish Church
of Cleish, they could ramble about the policies or stroll to-
gether to the wooded slopes of Benarty.

The time of the year chosen for these happy reunions was
the summer solstice, when the days were brightest and
longest.

The first visit of Scott to Blair Adam was not destined to pass
without an incident of historic interest to the readers of the
Waverley Novels. Their author was then the Great Unknown.
Only three of these immortal works, Waverley, Guy Mannering,
and The Antiquary, had asyet been published. It wasearly on
Tuesday morning, the Lord Chief Commissioner and Sir Walter
were hurrying back to Edinburgh so as to reach the Court
before nine o’clock. They had reached Queensferry. It was
a delightful daybreak and the waters of the Firth were as
smooth as glass. The two travellers baited for a short space
at Hawes’ Inn, waiting the arrival of their companions. ¢ An
occurrence then took place, says Lord Adam, ¢ which left
little doubt on my mind that Scott was the anthor of 7%e Anti-

ol
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quary, Guy Mannering, and Waverley, his only novels then
published. Sir Walter Scott and I were standing on the beach
enjoying the prospect. The porpoises on the beach were
rising in great numbers when Sir Walter said to me, “ Look at
them, how they are shewing themselves. What fine fellows
they are! I have the greatest respect for them. I would as
soon kill a man as a phoca.” I could not conceive that the
same idea could occur to two men respecting this animal, and
inferred that it could only be Sir Walter who made the phoca
have the better of the battle with the Antiquary’s nephew,
Captain M‘Intyre’ His Lordship saw other indications of
Scott’s authorship of Rob Roy, which was published the fol-
lowing autumn. ¢ But what, he says, ¢ confirmed me and was
meant to disclose to me the author (and that in a very elegant
manner) was the mention of Kiery Craigs, a picturesque piece
of scenery in the grounds of Blair Adam, as being in the vicinity
of the Kelty Bridge, the howf of Auchtermuchty, the Kinross
carrier. At our first meeting after the publication of 77e Abbot,
when the party was assembled on the top of the rock, the Chief
Baron Shepherd, looking Sir Walter full in the face, and
stamping his staff on the ground, said, “ Now, Sir Walter, 1
think, we be on the top of the Kiery Craggs.” Sir Walter
preserved a profound silence, but there was a conscious look-
ing down and a considerable elongation of the upper lip.’
The members of the Blair Adam Club thus happily inaugu-
rated were :—The Lord Chief Commissioner Adam, Sir Charles
Adam, Sir Walter Scott, Sir Adam Ferguson, Sir William
Clark, Chief Baron Shepherd, Mr. Thomas Thomson (ad-
vocate), Rev. John Thomson (Duddingston), Mr. Anstruther
Thomson Charleton (Lord Adam’s son-in-law). The constituent
members of the Blair Adam Club were thus nine—the number
of the Muses—all told. But there were from time to time
distinguished visitors such as Lord Abercromby, Lord Sydney
Osborne, and Count Fl'ahault. To these fall to be added the
names of some Kinross-shire squires who received the honour
of an invitation to the Club dinner. The ladies of the respec-
tive families of the members were included in the social circle
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to grace the symposia, and to join when they chose in the
exploratory rambles.

It is not necessary that we should, within our narrow limits,
discuss in detail the membership of this group of Scottish
Antiquaries, with its variety of talent and social qualities.
One only we must individualize in consistency with our design
—the one man of it, along with the members of the
Blair Adam family, whose name and fame, and even personal
appearance, are deeply fixed to this day in the memories or
imaginations of the surviving ancients of the district. Few,
if any, can be alive who saw Scott in his rambles through
the Blair Adam policies. The writer has spoken to a few of
these, and well remembers one very aged dame who had often
met the great man sauntering along the grounds seemingly
not at the time in robust health. This must have been at the
stage when declining strength obliged him to forego his more
ambitious expeditions to the old castles, as it latterly con-
strained him to sever his connection with thisloving fraternity.

So devoted was Scott to the amenities of club life at Blair
Adam that during the entire period from 1817 to 1831, when
his health failed, he never missed a single meeting.

The first of the Club excursions was in 1818, and its destina-
tion was Castle Campbell. This was a spot altogether to Sir
Walter’s mind. Among other associations, it was the scene of
mortal feud between the Campbells and the Gordons, and of
the devotion of the daughter of the house of Argyll, whose
fate, at the burning of the Castle, is still commemorated in the
old ballad :—

¢ They rowed her in twa bonnie white sheets,

And tow’d her o’er the wa’,

An’ ane o’ the Yerl o’ Gordon’s men
Keppit her on a spear sae sma’.

They separated her head frae her bodye,
Wi’ tails o’ yellow hair,

An’ they threw it up to her mither again ;
But O, her heart was sair.’

Scott, with a- few of the more adventurous members, des-
cended into the dungeon of the Castle, and brought back the re-
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port to their more cautious companions,in which, of course,they
all agreed that it was well worth the labour aud hazard. The
day climed with a collation of great amusement at Rumbling
Bridge Iun, where they were joined by the ladiee.

Dunfermline and Cleish Castle were then visited in turn.

One of the most enjoyable of all theee yearly excursions was
that to Macduff’s Croes, near Newburgh, in which Sir Walter
Ncott took a special interest, and which he had planned the
preceding year.

This involved a journey of eighteen miles. In the course of
it one of the two conveyances broke down under its weight of
antiquarian lore, near the picturesque village of Damhead.
They applied to the Damhead blacksmith for the necessary
repairs, and it is noted as a fact worthy of record in their
annuin that the smith and his family were at morning prayers,
and, like devout Christians, would not be disturbed till they
were over,

Passing through the picturesque scenery of Glenfarg
they had a sumptuous, overflowing breakfast at the
remidonce of Mr. Murray of Ayton. Indeed, wherever
we get a glimpse of the commissariat, we witness an abun-
dance and joviality which reminds the reader of the Waver-
ley Novels of Scott’s own princely hospitality to all his pro-
geny of bona fide travellers, good, bad, and indifferent.

Personally, Scott was free from the*contagion of the drink-
ing habits of his time. He was won’t to say that he was
devoutly grateful to the providence that had saved him from
becoming the victim of intemperance. It was a frequent
counsel of his to his young friends and acquaintances, ¢ De-
pend upon it, of all vices drinking is the most incompatible
with greatness” In the Abbot, it will be remembered, he
makes Adam Woodstock thus counsel Roland Greeme:
¢ Thirdly and to conclude, as our worthy preacher says—Be-
ware of the pottle pot, it has drenched the judgment of wiser
men than you.’ ’

The programme of that eventful day of the Damhead
disaster, with its sidelight on the bygone habits of our
Scottish peasantry, included the i spection of 4
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‘rnethy (similar to that at Brechin), Macduff’s Cross, and

X.och of Lindores. The principal attraction was Mac-
s Cross or Stone. The result of their discoveries is given
the words of Sir Adam Ferguson, one ot the exploring
~'ty —

‘ The members now, in the course of their antiquarian progress, reached
¥ willage of Newburgh, on the banks of the Tay, being then in search of
& large stone called Macduff’s Cross, in which, according to tradition,
@ standard of that great warrior and chieftain used ta be placed as an
a¥m post or place of rallyment for his followers in arms. A member
sir Adam Ferguson) who, Sancho Panza like, was thinking more of the
<cellent repast which awaited him and his brother members (the same
@ing ambulatory along with him), began making some enquiries of a
outh touching the locale of the Cross, heartily wishing it, all the time,
¢ half o’er to Aberdour in fifty fathoms deep,” when the renowned author
O Waverley stepped up and scouted the idea of Sir Adam expecting to get
y information from a foolish boy. At the same time a very old and in-
3 man, leaning on his staff, was seen approaching the party ; when Sir
_'Wa.lter, assuming a particularly knowing air, with his right hand in his
¢ ‘waistcoat pocket, which had commenced the pursuit of a sixpenny piece,
&addressing himself to Sir Adam, said—*¢ Permit me to know how to get at
the springs of antiquarian knowledge. I will suck the brains of this
ancient inhabitant of the place.” 8o, with the sixpence secured between
the forefinger and the thumb of his right hand, he demanded of the aged
person if he knew anything of the Macduff Cross. The old man, keeping
his eye steadily on Sir Walter’s hand en ponche, said he could tell him a’
about it. On this Sir Walter put the sixpence into his hand, which it no
sooner reached than the old man sprang up into the air, like a youth of
sixteen, and, twirling his staff round his head, commenced, in a most
violent manner, a wild jargon of song, and nothing else could be got out
of him. In fact, he turned out to be a vagrant idiot passing through the
village, where his small degree of intellect had been rendered still less by
a copious inhibition of alcohol, to use a technical medical phrase, and
biding no longer question, danced back to the dram shop, as might be ex-
pected. Sir Walter’s mortification at this incident,” adds Sir Adam,

¢ might be conceived, though it could not be well deacribed.’

There was one spot which was often in their thoughts, and
often the subject of their convivial talk, and which must have
awakened no ordinary interest in the mind of Scott, now busy
with the composition of T%e Abbot, the chief scenes of which
lay before him every time he turned his eye towards Loch-
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leven, the Vale of Kinross, and Benarty. ‘I'his enchanted
spot, we need hardly say, was Lochleven Castle.

Soon after the publication of The Abbot, but while Scott
was still the Great Unknown, the Club spent a pleasant and
quiet day on the Castle island. They talked about Mary, her
apartments in the Castle, her escape and landing place, while
Scott joined with a demure face in all their discussions and
conjectures.

From the Castle island they proceeded to Burleigh Castle,
inspecting its singularly interesting tower, the lower part of
which is a circle and the upper part a regular square building.
Here Scott selected some relics, and had them afterwards con-
veyed to Abbotsford. On this occasion they secured some
capital Lochleven trout, and carried them home for dinner.

Sometimes the excursion took a wider range, and on one
occasion the Club paid a memorable visit to Magus Moor—
the scene of the murder of Archbishop Sharp—and to
St. Andrews, where Patrick Hamilton, George Wishart,
and other of our Scots worthies perished. Sir Walter,
still the Great Unknown, discussed the history of these
places and events with great freedom and energy. Other
localities of Covenanting memories were visited in this
neighbourhood, viz, the Church of St. Monan’s, erected by
David II. to fulfil a vow which he had made on his life being
saved at the battle of Durham. They visited, also, a hiding
place of the Covenanters east of Ely House, and also Mac-
duff’s cave, where he concealed himself until his escape from
Macbeth across the Firth of Forth.

Sometime after the avowal of the authorship of the
Waverley Novels, and the publication of 7The Fair Maid of
Perth, ¢ the demure and solemn Club,’ as Lord Adam playfully
designates it, undertook an expedition to Falkland Palace, and
other centres of interest over which the Wizard of the
North was now throwing his magic spell. Scott talked fremd
of all the topics suggested by thes~ =

Among the last of the Club ‘:ne to C
Abbey, where they were hospit: by the
prietor, Sir Robert Pr« i, the: ear.
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was a second visit to Castle Campbell, in which Scott,
usual, was the life of the jovial party, though the burden
bodily and other troubles was now beginning to press heay
upon him. ’ '

Such was the general character of the movements and ¢
ploits of the Blair Adam Antiquarian Club, the record of whc
ongoings is preserved in the too brief review from the fac
pen of the Lord Chiet Commissioner. Had a full record of i
convivial gatherings, as well as its antiquarian transaction
been kept by the same competent hand, we should have ha
another volume of club life fit to take its place beside th
famous Noctes Ambrosiance, with this distinction that the Blai
Adam Innocents were not so mnch the children of the night a
of the day.

Towards the close of their gatherings, in the ¢lang, lang
days o’ simmer,’ the circle would form under some shady tree,
like the classic swains of Virgil of the olden time, and, draw-
ing inspiration from earth and air and sky, launch forth on a
recital of past years. Such a social conviviim—we had
almost said conventicle—was a not unfit ending to the re-
unions of these joyous years.

The members of the Club were now none of them young,
but there was, of course, a junior and a senior division, and
the potent, grave, and reverend seigniors did not refuse to take
their share in the common recital and confessional of the esca-
pades of earlier days. ¢Shepherd and I,’ says his Lordship,
the Chief Commissioner, ¢ could tell of our circuit fooleries, as
old Fielding (the son of the great novelist) called them—of
circuit songs which Will Fielding made and sung, and of the
grave Sir W, Grant—then a briefless barrister and bearing his
part in these fooleries—enjoying our pranks with great zest,
and who talked of them with delight to his dying day.’

Upon such a scene it is fitting that the curtain should now fall.

Scott had for some time been suffering from failing health,
wearing out his life in the heroic effort to repair the great financial
disaster which crushed so many of his hopes of the future.

b' He was about to set out on a journey to other lands in search
wed health—unhappily a vain search. Before he left he
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presented Lord Adam with a magnificent key of great size,
which, he said, had been given him as the key of Mary’s apart-
ments in Lochleven Castle. As to his own personal belief in
the bona-fide character of the relic, Scott said that if it was not
the key it certainly deserved to be so from its elegance, strength,
and structure. ,

The Lord Chief Commissioner closes his deeply interesting
sketch with a reference to the characteristic harmony which per-
vaded all their intercourse.

There was no grim dictator with his ¢ Why, Sir, and ¢ What
then, Sir,’ his ¢ No, Sir,” and ¢ You don’t see your way through
the question, Sir’ ¢The topics,’ says his Lordship, ¢ were multi-
farious, and the opinions of course various ; but during the whole
time of our intercourse for thirteen years there never was the
least tendency to unruly debate, nor to anything that deviated
from the pure delight of social intercourse.’

W. STEPHEN.

ArrT. IV.—YIDDISH LITERATURE.

The History of Yiddish Literature in the Nineteenth Century.
By LEo WiENER. London: John C. Nimmo. 1899.

IDDISH Literature is not a subject about which, in this
country at least, much has been written, or about which
much is generally known, To the ordinary reader the term
¢Yiddish ’ is somewhat of a puzzle, though it is the term used
to designate a language, or rather a jargon, which is spoken at
the present moment by some five or six millions of people.
Their literature is not a great literature like that of England,
France, Italy, or Greece; still it is varied and living, and not
without points of interest both on account of its contents and
because of the people to whom it is addressed and for whose
thoughts and aspirations it forms the literary medium of
expression. Unlike most literatures, it can lay no claim to a
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&a.t antiquity. The sixteenth century is the furthest point
®r hich it can go back. Since then, however, it has grown
A& fourished, and suffered an almost total eclipse. At the
pESent moment it is passing through a vigorous renaissance
ggch promises to outlive the political conditions to which it
& @ its origin, if it does not itself acquire a much more endur-
life.
® Xt is with the history of this literature during its present
ﬁ)aissance that Mr. Wiener chiefly deals in the volume whose
le we have placed above. So far as we know, Mr. Wiener’s
B8 the first attempt at a systematic treatment of the subject
W hich has appeared in English. As for Mr. Wiener himself,
he is the Instructor in Slavic Languages at Harvard Univer-
|ity, and is in perfect sympathy with his subject. He israther
- Thard upon one or two of his foreign contemporaries who have
treated of the same topic, but his own work bears abundant
evidence of wide research and accurate information, and though
a little wanting in method and sometimes tantalising because
of its omissions, it is full of instruction and attractively
written.

Strictly speaking, Yiddish is not a language nor a dia-
lect, but a jargon—the jargon used by the Judeo-Ger-
man communities dwelling chiefly in Germany and Russia.
A jargon is a language in process of making from two
or more, one of which forms the basis, animating and
assimilating the borrowings from the rest. Or to use Mr.
Wiener’s definition, it is¢ the chaotic state of a speech-mixture
at the moment when the foreign elements first enter into it,’
and the mixture, he goes on to explain,  can never be entirely
arbitrary, since it is subject to the spirit of one fundawmental
language which does not lose its identity.” The introduction
of the foreign element, however, may be spread over a longer
or shorter period, and until the fundamentg), language asserts
itself by the assimilation of the foreign element the chaotic
state or the jargon remains in a more or less developed con-
dition.

Jargons did not arise among the Jews until the middle of the
fifteenth century. Down to that period the medizval Jews
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were always bilingual, speaking and writing, often with great
precision, in addition to their Hebrew, the vernacular of the
country in which they lived. But, in the fifteenth century,
when, in consequence of the continued expulsion of the Jews
from their native lands, there was scarcely a Jewish congrega-
tion in the South of Europe in which there was not a large
foreign element, Hebrew words—since Hebrew was the only
language common to the race—began to be introduced into
the vernacular. Many such words were also introduced
through the practice, common among the Jews, of teaching
young children the Hebrew names of ordinary domestic
objects.* Yiddish, however, came later, and may be said to
owe its existence to the persecutions to which the Jews were
subjected in Germany at the time of the Reformation. Its
basis is High Gierman ; but though that is the case, it is not
merely a mixture of High German and Hebrew ; other elements
go to form it. Graetz, whose attitude both towards the jargon
and to those among whom it arose, is not altogether friendly,
attributes its origin largely to an excessive study of the
Talmud. After observing that the whole tendency of Jewish
thought in Poland during the sixteenth century was turned in
a wrong direction through this excessive study, he goes on to
remark : ¢ The language of the Jews in particular suffered
from this cause, degenerating into a ridiculous jargon, a mix-
ture of German, Polish, Talmudical elements, becoming an
unpleasant stammering, rendered still more repulsive by forced
attempts at wit.” ‘This corrupt speech, despising all forms,” he
adds, ¢ could only be understood by Jews who were natives of
the country.’t

Mr. Wiener gives a different and, in our opinion, a much
more reasonable account of its origin. The paragraph in
which he does 8o is somewhat long, but we shall venture to
place it here because of its importance. ¢ Previous to the
Sixteenth Century,” he says, ¢ the Jews in Germany spoke the
dialects of their immediate surroundings ; there is no evidence

* Abraham’s Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, p. 359.
t History of the Jews, English Translation iv., 682.
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t t;ve any introduction of Hebrew -words at that early

|

» although it must be supposed that words relating purely
Mosaic ritual may have found their way into the spoken
fage even then. The sixteenth century finds a large
3er of German Jews resident in Bohemia, Poland, and
ania. As is frequently the case with immigrants, the
in those distant countries developed a greater intellec-
activity than their brethren at home, and this is indi-
by the prominence of the printing offices at Prague and
30w, and the large number of natives of those countries
figure as authors of Judeoc-German worke up to the nine-
Fth century. But torn away from a vivifying intercourse
8ha their mother country, their vocabulary could not be
breased from the living source of the language alone, for
ir interests began to diverge. Religious instruction being
bven entirely in Hebrew, it was natural for them to make use
E all such Hebrew words as they thus became familiar with.
Pheir close study of the Talmud furnished them from that
urce with a large number of words of argumentation, while.
he native Slavic languages naturally added their mite toward
aking the Judeo-German more and more unlike the mother
jtongue. Since books published in Bohemia were equally
" current in Poland, and vice versa, and Jews perused a great
number of books, there was always a lively interchange of
thoughts going on in these countries, causing some Bohemian
words to migrate to Poland, and Polish words back to Bohemia.
These books printed in Slavic countries were received with
open hands also in Germany, and their preponderance over
gimilar books at home was so great that the foreign corrup-
tion affected the spoken language of the German Jews, and
they accepted also a number of Slavic words together with
the Semitic infection. This was further aided by the many
Polish teachers, who, in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, were almost the only instructors of Hebrew in
Germany.’
Essentially, therefore, Mr. Wiener argues, Yiddish or Judeo-
German, is a German dialect group closely following in its
many dialectic variations the High German dialects of the
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Middle Rhine, with Frankfurt for its centre. The foreign
elements at first introduced into it were Hebraic from the
Talmud and Slavic from Poland and Bohemia. Subsequently,
after the migrations into Russia, many Russian words were
introduced. As a consequence of the wide extent of the
Slavic countries, anything like uniformity was impossible, and
many sub-dialects sprung up, with a tendency to divide them-
selves into two groups. ¢The various sub-dialects of Poland,’
as Mr. Wiener points out, * differ considerably from the group
.which includes the north-west of Russia, while they resemble
somewhat more closely the southern variety.” In the printed
literature before the beginning of the present century nothing
of this diversity appears. ¢There,, Mr. Wiener observes, ‘a
great uniformity prevails, and by giving the Hebrew vowels,
or the consonants that are used as such, the values that they
have in the mouths of German Jews, we obtain, in fact, what
appears to be an apocopated corrupted form of literary
German. The spelling has remained more or less traditional,
and though it becomes finally phonetic, it seems to ascribe to
the vowels the values nearest to those of the mother-language
and current in certain varieties of the Lithuanian group.’
This older stage of the language is still familiar to the
Russian-Jewish women through the ¢ Zeena Ureena,’ or prayer-
book, and the special prayers recited in Judeo-German. It is
also used by modern writers in the composition of prayers.
The first to make use of the vernacular for literary purposes
in the present century was Minchas Mendel Lefin, a Galician.
He has since been followed by a whole crowd of writers in
Russia, in whose hands the language has undergone consider-
able modifications. Most of these writers have written in one
or other of the southern dialects, and their language, Mr, Wie-
ner remarks, ‘abounds in a large number of idiomatic expres-
sions for which one would in vain look in the older writings;’
words of Slavic origin that were used in everyday life were
freely introduced, and the old diction was superseded by one
that is entirely new. At first their spelling was quite phonetic.
But as they were mostly under the influence of the Mendels-
sohnian School at Lemberg, their leaning towards German
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soon led them into the unfortunate mistake of intro-
erman orthography for their dialect, with the result
w is frequently impossible to tell from the form of a
v it may have been pronounced’ ¢Add to this,
er continues, ‘the historical spelling of the Hebrew
phonetic of the Slavic words, and one can easily
he chaos that prevails in the written language.”

v used for literary purposes the language has no
norm. Most of the best writers employ slightly
lialects of Volhynia. The Lithuanian variety is also
ssented, and lately Perez has begun to write in his
rnacular. German influence which began to show
y, has affected both the spelling and the vocabulary
arly Lithunanian writers. In America the literary
8 come to resemble literary German. A number of
ierms for familiar objects has been introduced, but
'hole the language of the best writers in America
r. Wiener tells us, but little from that of their former

ther, the language exhibits very considerable diver-
the main differences between it and the mother-
18 pointed out by Mr. Wiener in the concluding
h of his chapter upon it, are these: ¢ Its vocalism has
e considerable change, varying from locality to
the German unaccented final e has, as in other
»f German, disappeared; in declensional forms the
has almost entirely disappeared, while in the Lithu-
up, the dative has also coincided with the accusative;
rb, Judeo-German has lost almost entirely the imper-
+; and the order of words is more like the English
German.” These, he adds, in accordance with what
salled his main contention, are all developments for
rallels can be adduced from the region of Frankfurt,
:0-Gterman is not an anomaly, but a natural develop-

turn to the literature. As already said, it is varied
g. It comprises folklore, folksongs, other poetry both
wnd uoprinted, allegories, dramas, essays, tales and
L 4
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novels. Part of it consists of tranelations and borrowings
from other literatures; part of it has a specifically didactic
aim, being inspired by the movement initiated by Mendelssohn
for the intellectual and moral elevation of the poorer com-
munities of the race scattered throughout Germany and
Russia; and a part of it owes its origin to a genuine literary
spirit.

In folklore Yiddish is particularly rich, though scarcely so
original as has sometimes been supposed. In the dissemi-
nation of folklore, the Jews, during the Middle Ages, were un-
doubtedly most potent agents. Great travellers, they were
to be found in most quarters of the three continents, and
‘became unwittingly the mediators of the intellectual life of
the most remote lands.” Always possessed by an innate love
for story-telling, their own religious and semi-religious stories
were insufficient to satisfy their curiosity, and wherever they
went they gathered up whatever stories they could, and
repeated them in the ears of eager listeners on their return
home and in the dwellings of the diaspora with whom they
chanced to lodge during their travels. In this way the Jews
of the Middle Ages became the possessors of a vast fund of
folklore. Many of the stories it contained were written down
for the use of women, aud the books in which they were
printed falling into hands outside Jewish circles, the Jews in
this way became the medium through which much of the
folklore of distant lands managed to become current in

_ Europe.* Little trouble has been taken in the way of editing
these stories, and most of them remain, though printed over
and over again, just as they were originally printed.

Their variety is immense. Speaking of the folklore of the
Russian Jews, Mr. Wiener says : ¢ time and space are annihi-
lated in it. Here one finds side by side the quaint stories of
the Talmud of Babylonian, Persian, and Egyptian origin, with
the Polyphemus myth of the Greeks, the English « Bevys of
Hamptoun,” the Arabic “ Thousand and One Nights.” Stories

* See on this point an excellent essay by Mr. Jacobs in his Jewish
Ideals.
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‘n which half a dozen motives from separate tales have been
tnoulded into one harmonious whole, jostle with those that
show unmistakable signs of venerable anthulty Nowhere
else can such a variety of tales be found as in Judeo-German
nor is there any need, as in other literatures, to have recourse
to collections of the diligent searcher: one will find hundreds
of them, nay thousands, told without any conscious purpose in
the chapbooks that are annually issued at Wilna, Lemberg,
Lublin, and other places.

Besides these there is a vast number of stories of native
growth, both written and unwritten, that involve the supersti-
tions and beliefs of a more local character. Many of the tales
may be traced back to the Talmud, and include a number of
animal fables, stories of strange beasts, much imaginary geo-
graphy, and a large number of apocryphal Bible stories. One
of the most interesting series is that which contains the tales
relating to the river Sambation—a river which, though seldom
discovered by mortals, has always been the object of their life-
long quest. During the week it throws large rocks towards
heaven, and rushes along with a deafening roar. On the
Sabbath it rests, but resumes its activity at the close of the
day. Beyond it live the Red Jews. The best story of this
cycle is, in Mr. Wiener's opinion, one told by Meisach, of
which he gives the following sketch :—

¢ An inquisitive tailor sets out in search of the Sambation river. Of
all the Jews that he meets he inquires the direction that he is to take
thitherward ; and he makes public announcements of his urgent business
at all the synagogues that he visits. But all in vain. Three times he has
already traversed the length and breadth of this earth, but never did he
get nearer his destination. Undaunted, he starts out once more to reach
the tribe of the Red Jews. Suddenly he arrives near the awful river.
Overwhelmed by its din, terrified by its eruptions, he falls down on the
ground and prays to the all-merciful God. It happened to be a few min-
utes before the time that the river was to go to rest. The clock strikes,
and, as if by magic, the acene is changed. The tailor finds a ford, passes
on to the other side, and, exhausted from his wanderings, he lies down to
sleep in the grass. The tribe of men that live there are a race of giants.
One of them, noticing the intruder, takes him up and slips him into his
spacious coat pocket. He proceeds to the bath-house to take his ablution,
and thence to the synagogue, having the tailor all the while in his pocket.
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The giant begins to pray. At the end, while a pause ensues, the pious
tailor unconsciously exclaims, ‘“ Amen !” Astonished to hear that mys-
terious voice, the giant brings the tailor to light, and showers many signs
of respect upon him, for even the giants know how to honour a pious man.
The tailor liked it there so much that he never returned to his native
home.’ : )

Gulliver’s Travels at once comes back to the memory, and
one wonders whether Swift ever read this story, or was in any
way acquainted with it. The central figures in another class
of tales are Moses, David, and Elijah, all of whom are sup-
posed to visit the unfortunate and distressed, and to help
them. According to popular belief Elijah did not die. When
he visits men, his presence is known only, if we may so say,
when he departs, for he then usually leaves behind him a
cloud of vapour. At the ceremony of circumcision a chair is
always left unoccupied for him. David is supposed to preside
over the repast at the conclusion of the Sabbath, when a song
is recited in which his name is mentioned. While the presence
of Elijah is always unknown, David’s is recognised by the
courtiers and musicians that always accompany him, and by
the harp he holds in his hand. '

Of the mediseval legends the majority cluster round the
more or less famous among the Rabbis of Central Europe, and
the cities of Amsterdam, Frankfort, Worms, Prague, and
Cracow have all their special series of wounderful tales about
the supernatural powers of these ancient worthies. The most
famous among them is Maimonides, or Rambam, as he is
called, and the stories about him are almost endless. Like
Virgil, he has been transformed into a wizard who knows the
hidden properties of plants and stones, is able to interpret
dreams and to read the future, and has the power to annihi-
late space.

Other tales refer to the Lamed-wow-niks, the Thirty-six, or
Hidden, Saints. These have been evolved in Slavic countries.
The Saints are called ¢ hidden,” because it is characteristic of

a to conceal both their sanctity and their power. No one
dreams that they are anything more than ordinary human
v As a rule they are tailors or shoemakers, who ply
vocations unostentatiously, and to all appearance they
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re common people, poor and mentally rather undeveloped.
hen thoir identity is made apparent, they vigorously deny
hat they belong to the chosen Thirty-six, and only admit the
fact when the evidence against them is overwhelming. After
Fperformmg some act, usually, by which a calamity is averted,
<they return to their ordinary manner of life, but in some other
' town or neighbourhood where they are not likely to be recog-
" mised. But for them, the sins of men it is supposed would long
since have brought about the ruin of the universe. One of
these is the old man Prochorovich who figures in Turgénieff’s
story ¢ The Dog,’ a translation of which recently appeared in
the pages of this Review (April, 1899).
. Local legends or legends relating to particular localities are
especially numerous. ¢ There is hardly,” says Mr. Wiener, ‘an
inn on the highways and byways of Western Russia and Gal-
icia that has not its own circle of wonderful tales. Every
town possesses its remarkable Rabbi whose memory lives in the
deeds that he is supposed to have performed. But none,
~except the town of Mesiboz, the birthplace of Balschem-tow,
the founder of the sect of the Khassidim, can boast of such a
complete set of legendary tales as the .cities of Wilna and
Cracow. In Wilna they will still tell the curious stranger
many reminiscences of those glorious days when their Rabbis
could arrest the workings of natural laws, and when their
sentence was binding on ghosts as well as men. They will
take him to the synagogue and show him a large dark spot in
the cupola, and they will tell him that during an insurrection
a cannon-ball struck the building, and that it would have pro-
ceeded on its murderous journey but for the command of the
Rabbi to be lodged in the wall.’ And many things more of the
same kind they will tell him.

But the most numerous and marvellous of these legendary
tales are those which are tuld by the Khassidim about the
founder of their gect and his disciples, - Israel Baalshem, the -
founder of the sect, was born about 1700 in Bukowina and
died at Mesiboz in 1761. Most of his time he spent in
travelling about.and preaching to the Jewish communities in
Wallachia, where he obtained an extraordinary reputation for
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sanctity and marvellous power, Stories are told about the
signs and portents that heralded his birth, the almost preter-
natural virtues of his parents, the miraculous annunciation of his
nativity, and the exceptional circnmstances by which his birth
was attended. The signs and miracles he performed subse-
quently were, according to the legends, amazing. \When he
desired to cross a stream he used to epread his mantle upon the
waters, and, standing upon it, pass over dryshod. Ghosts are re-
presented as evacuating houses at the mere mention of his name.
When aloze in the forests on a wintry night, he had but to
touch a tree with the tip of his finger and flames burst forth.
He was wont, it is said, to travel through the angelic spheres,
and there frequently obtained access to Paradise for millions of
pining souls who had vainly waited through long thousands of
years.® Many other similarly wonderful stories are told both
about Baalshem and his disciples, which, together with those
derived from other sources, make the Yiddish folklore extremely
rich and curious.

As might be expected, the folksongs of the Judeo-Germans
are less numerous ; still there is no scarcity of them. Strongly
subjective, they have always more or less of a lyric tinge.
Among them are to be found cradle songs, songs of children,
love songs, songs of disappointment, of widowhood, of pain
and suffering, and ditties in which the writer laughs at his
own weaknesses or ridicules the credulity or superstition of
the Khassidim. Songs of childhood are particularly numerous,
and as a rule are much more practical in their tendency than
those which are sung in Gentile nurseries, In most of them
the serious aspects of life are dwelt upon, boys being reminded
of their future calling and that they are to grow up orthodox
Jews, and girls that it will fall to them to be wives and good
mothers. The following Mr. Wiener tells us is probaby the
most popular song in Judeo-German, as it is sung from Galicia
to Siberia, and from the Baltic provinces to Roumania.

¢ Hinter Jankeles Wiegele
Staht a klar-weiss Ziegele :

* Schechter’s Studies in Juda:== pr- 1% “IIII . .
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Ziegele is’ gefahren handlen -
Rozinkelach mit Mandlen.
Rozinkelach mit Mandlen
Sanen die beste S-chore,—
Jankele wet lernen Tére,
Tore wet er lernen,
Briewelach wet er schreiben,
Un’ an ehrlicher Jud’

Wet er af tomid verbleiben.’

¢ Behind Jacob’s cradle there stands a clear white goat ; the goat has
gone a-bartering raisins and almonds. Raisins and almonds are the best
‘wares,—Jacob will study the Law, the law he will study, letters he will
write, and an honest Jew he will for ever remain.’ *

_ Here is one which is beyond the cradle stage and is full of
tender recollections and beauty—
¢Jahren kleine, Jahren schoene,
‘Was sent ihr aso wenig da ?
Thr sent nor gekummen,
Me hat euch schoen aufgenummen, -
Un’ sent nor gewe’'n bei uns ein Scho 1

¢ Jahren junge, Jahren g’ ringe,
Was sent ihr aso gich aweg ?
Es seht euch nit kein Augel,
Es derjagen euch nit die Voegel,
Ihr sent aweg gar ohn’ ein Eck’ 1’

¢¢ Little years, beautiful years, why are there so few of you? You had
scarcely come, you were well received, and you stayed but an hour with
us! Young years, light years, why have you passed so quickly? Not an
eye can see youn, not a bird can fly as swiftly, you have passed without
return.’

Love ditties are numerous, but such were the social customs
and conditions of the Jews that the romantic love of which
young Gentiles dream, and which finds expression in their
popular poetry, did not till quite recently flourish among them,
and in the Judeo-German dictionary the word ¢ love ’ does not
occur. Since the middle of the present century, Mr. Weiner
tells us, they have become acquainted with the passion, and

* This and the 'following translations are Mr. Wiener’s.
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in default of a term of their own, whenever the passion or feel-
ing has to be named the German word ¢liebe’ is employed.
Here, for instance, is one of the older songs :—

¢Schoen bin ich, schoen, un’ schoen is’ mein Namen ;
Redt miin mir schiduchim vun grosse Rabonim.
Rabonische Tore is’ sehr gross,
Un’ ich bei mein Mamen a ziichtige Ros’,
A Ro#’ is’ auf'n Dach,
A lichtige Nacht
Wasser is’ in Stub, Holz is’ in Haus,
Welchen Bocher hab’ ich feind, treib’ ich ihm araus !
Fischelach in Wasser, Krippelach in Puter,
Welchen Bocher hat mich feind, a Ruch in sein }Mutter !

¢ Pretty I am, pretty, and pretty is my name ; they talk of great rabbis as
matches for me, Rabbi’s learning is very great, but I am a treasured rose
of my mother’s. A rose upon the roof, a clear night; water is in the
room, wood is in the house. 1f I love not a boy, I drive him away! Fish
in the water, fritters in butter—If a boy love me not, cursed be his
mother !’

The following, as the language shows, is more modern :—

Schwarz bist du, schwarz, asé wie a Zigeuner,

Ich hab’ gemeint, as du we’st sein meiner ;

Schwarz bist du, aber mit Cheen,

Fiir wemen du bist mies, fiir mir bist du schoen ;

Schoen bist du wie Silber, wie Gold,—

Wer's hat dich feind un’ ich hab’ dich hold.

Vun alle Fehlern kinn a Doktor abheilen,

Die Liebe vun mein Herzen kiinn ich var Keinem nitderzaehlen.’

¢ Black you are, black as a gypsy, I thought you would always be mine ;
black you are, but with grace—for others you may be homely, but for me
you are handsome ; handsome you are, like silver, like gold,—let others
dislike you, but I love you. Of all troubles a doctor can cure, the love in
my heart 1 can tell to no one.’

Most of the love songs are by women ; love songs addressed

by men to women are rare. Some of them are touched with

a profound melancholy, especially those of them which tell of
the distant lover, or in which the death of the betrothed is
mourned. Pathetic, too, are those which describe the suffer-
ings of the young bride in the house of her husband’s parents

e e ———— -
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“the.hands of her mother-in-law, or of her desertion, or
#©dowhood. The songs composed by men relate to the
¢rner incidents of life, and are often as tender and pathetic
¥ their expressions of attachment as those composed by

men. The Russian Jew, though by no means a coward,
a natural aversion to military service, at any rate in the
ssian army, or in a country where he is hardly recognised
& citizen, and is an object of contempt and ill-treatment ;
hd his aversion to it has found expression in a number of
30mngs in which he bewails his separation from his friends, his
!:‘ced absence from wife or bride or children, and gives utter-
ce to his datestation for the service and his preference for the
study of the Bible and its commentaries. Other poems and
“hyming chronicles written by men narrate the persecutions to
which they have been subjected, and the inhuraanities practised
pon their tribes. As may readily be supposed, the toue of most
bf these poems is the darkest pessimism, Still the more amusing
ide of life is not altogether neglected, and in the credulity and
i weaknesses of the Khassidim the orthodox Jew often finds
{ much to laugh at and subjects for ridicule.
¢ Besides the poetry which was spread orally, a number of songs
g and poems were circulated in manuscript. There is now, also, a
cousiderable number in print. Many of these are translations
| from German, Hebrew, and Russian ; but others of them are
t original. Between the years 1865 and 1878 the Galician,
' Wolf Ehrenkranz, brought out no fewer than five volumes.
They include every variety of folksong known to Judeo-
German literature, with the exception of those treating of
historical and allegorical subjects. Many of them are songs
of reflection, and dwell upon the sorrows and vanity of life,
the inconstancy of fortune, etc. Others bear such titles as—
¢ The Tombstone,” * The Contented,’ ¢ T'he Tombstone-Cutter,”
¢ The Precentor,’ * The Cemetery,’ ¢ Think not of Death :’ the
cemetery, gravedigger, and funeral, being themes to which the
Yy Jewish popular singers are specially drawn. Some of the
4 cleverest of Ehrenkrantz’s poems are -those in which he ridi-
‘ cules the Khassidim. The writings of two other Galicians are
held in great esteem—David Apotheker and Bajrach Benedikt




58 Yiddish Literature.

Schafir, In Russia we have Inchak Joel Linetzki, who wrote
*The Evil-Tonguned Wedding-Jester, Michel Gordon, S.
Berenstein, and Abraham Goldfaden, all of whom may be said
to belong to the German school. Each of them was more or
less acquainted with German literature, and hoped to substi-
tute the German languge for the Judeo-German. Goldfaden
was the founder of the Jewish theatre. His poems, it is said,
would fill several large volumes, but, unfortunately, they are
scattered through various periodicals, and in the greater part of
the dramas he wrote for the stage. The most esteemed of the
popular singers among the Jews in Russia is, perhaps, Jehuda
Loeb Gordon. He has written but nine or ten folkeongs, but
they are said to represent ¢ the highest perfection of the older
school of the popular bard.’

As might be expected, Judeo-German poetry while abound-
ing in folksongs, includes a considerable number of poems of a
distinctly ethical character. Among the writers who may be
mentioned in this connection before the eighties are S. Sobel,
E Zwi Zweifel, Abramowitsch, Goldfaden, M. Lew, and

Epstein. In 1874 the first published his Destiny or Discus-
sions for Pleasant Pastime, in which he endeavours to inculcate
series of moral truths. Zweifel published a series of moral
aphorisms in verse, which, like his prose works, are among
the most cherished writings of the Russian Jews, and have
often been reprinted. Abramowitsch, who became famous in
other lines of literature, translated part of the Psalms, threw
the Sabbath prayers into verse, and wrote Judel: a Poem in
Rhymes, which is regarded in its way as the most remarkable
work in the whole range of Judeo-German literature. It runs
to about four thousand lines, and tells the story of Judel’s
unfortunate life. Like Goldfaden’s ¢ Aristocratic Marriage,’ it
is an allegorical story of the historical vicissitudes of Judaism,
and of the sufferings of the Jews. ¢Not only,’ says Mr.
Wiener, ¢ is the story told unobtrusively, so that one does not
at all suspect the allegory, but the wonderment increases
when, upon a second and third perusal, one becomes aware of
the wealth of Biblical allusions upon which alone the whole
plot is based.’ ¢The future commentator of this classic,” he



Yiddish Literature. 59

goes on to add, ‘ will, when it shall be fully appreciated, find
his task made much easier by the many references to Biblical
passages which Abramowitsch has himself made in the foot-
notes.” ¢The value of this gem, he further remarks, is still
more enhanced by the refined language used in it.” Ten years
later Goldfaden followed the example of Abramowitsch, and
produced his Schabssiel : a Poem in Ten Chapters, running to
about six hundred lines, in which the sufferings of the Jew are
ascribed to his neglect of the law and desecration of the
Sabbath. The plot is somewhat fantastic, but the work is full
of fine passages, and is reckoned among his best productions.
In 1879 the whole of Krylov was translated into Judeo-
German, and ten years later there appeared a volume of
poems by Dr. Ettinger, the author of the comedy of ¢ Serkele.’
-} The volume is made up of a number of fables and poems of
various character. Half of them are translations from Lessing,
Schiller, Blumauer, and others, while the rest are original.
- The present renaissance may be said to date from the year
1884, while the terrible persecutions which broke out in
Russia in 1881 were still fresh in the memory of the Jews, and
when 8. Rabinowitsch stepped into the field. He was fol-
lowed, in 1885, by Frug, who had previously contributed to
Russian poetry. Other writers also, such as Perez and Rosen-
feld, who felt that so long as the persecution continued, their
first duty was towards their own people, forsook the Russian
tongue, and took to Judeo-German. The most distinguished
among them is Leon Perez, poet and novelist, who, though
less popular as a poet than Frug, is esteemed one of the
greatest writers, not only in Judeo-Glerman literature, but of
literature in general at the end of the nineteenth century. ¢If
he had written nothing else but  The Sewing of the Wedding
Gown,” his name,’ says Mr. Wiener, ¢ would live as long as
1 there could be found people to interpret the language in
4 which he sings” His works fill several large volumes, and are
in prose as well as verse.
| Many of the writings of this period have been produced in
' America, whither vast numbers of Russian Jews emigrated in
order to escape the political oppression at home.. Among the
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names mentioned there are the balladist, Reingold of Chicago ;
Zunser of New York, who  has written some of the best poems
in the New World;' Sharkansky, author of Jewish Melodies
and Songs of Zion; Edelstadt, the poet of the Anarchist
party ; and Morris Winchevsky, who represents the Socialists.
Goldfaden has also written some of his poems in America,
while those of Rosenfeld, who is regarded as the most original
poet among the Russian Jews of the New Continent, have
been almost wholly written there.

It would take us too far to enumerate all the prose writers,
who in spite of the less wise among the followers of the Has-
kala,have used the Judeo-German as their literary medium; and
all we can do is to mention a few of them. The two books to set
son:ething like a standard were Hurwitz's Discovery of America
and Mendel Lefin’s Translation of the Psalms. The first was pub-
lished at Wilna in 1824 and the other in the south of Russia in
1817. Both Hurwitz and Lefin were bitterly attacked for mak-
" ing use of the jargon, but their example was soon followed by
Aksenfeld, Ettinger, Levinsohn, Gottlober, and others. The
most prolific among them was Aksenfeld, at one time a Khassid,
a man of great culture and great activity. Of thesix and twenty
books he is said to have written in the tweuties, only five have
been printed. The rest are said to be stored away in a loft
in Odessa, where they are held as security for a debt
incurred by the trustees of his estate. Of the five printed
books one is a novel, the rest are dramas, all representative of
Jewish life and character. Like the poetry of the period, most
of the prose literature during the first halt of the century is
directed against the Khassidim, and for the most part origi-
nated in the desire to introduce among the Jews of Russia
the more enlightened ideas of Western civilisation. Abramo-
witsch, who, if not so prolific a writer as Askenfeld, has pub-
lished a larger number of works, was inspired by the same
desire, and takes rank amongst the foremost Judeo-German
writers of the century. Other writers prior to 1881 are
Linitzki, the son of a Khassidic Rabbi, who, leaving the sect,
treated of the weaknesses and foibles of its members in some of
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Porseradish, with a sort of Rabelaisian humour; Aisik Meier:
'ick who translated much and aimed at cultivating a higher
Lerary taste especially among the poorer classes and Jewish
-omen ; Falkowitsch, and Zederbaum. Zederbaum estab-
shed a Hebrew periodical, the Hameliz, in 1861, as an organ
>r advanced ideas of culture for those who still clung to the
acred language as the only medium for the advancement of
scular knowledge. In 1863 he added to this Hebrew weekly

supplement—the Kol-mewasser—in Judeo-German, and in
881 he obtained the permission of the Government to issue

Judeo-German weekly, the Judisches Volksblatt. After an
xistence of ten years, during which it formed the rallying
yoint for all who could write in Yiddish, the Kol-mewasser was
mppressed by the Government. The Volksblatt had at first
o struggle for existence, and literary topics were seldom
reated in its pages, but in 1883 it was joined by Mordechai
Spektor and Solomon Rabinowitech, when it speedily obtained
v wide popularity. Since then Spektor has written much both
n the shape of short sketches and of extended novels. His
icenes are drawn from the circles with which he is familiar,
ind all his men and women are Jews. In 1887 he settled in
Narsaw and set up Der Hausfreund, a purely literary periodi-
:al, the first of its kind in Judeo-German. About the same
ime S. Rabinowitsch began to issue his annual, Der
Fadische Volksbibliothek, with which he was assisted by Frisch-
nann, M. J. Rabinowitsch, Perez, Litinski, Drs. Skomarowski
ind Tscherny, and A. Schulmann. 8. Rabinowitsch’s own
vest work is Stempenju, a novel in which Stempenju, a violinist,
narries a dull, prosaic woman and falls in love with another,
vho struggles through the temptation and finally comes out
rictoriously through the strength of her convictions of the
anctity of her marriage ties.

Mr. Weiner has an excellent chapter on the Jewish theatre,
yut we can only note that in Judeo-German literary activity
1a8 developed in other ways than those above indicated. The
slder ethical works still retain their power, and are still printed
«t Warsaw and Lublin ; but of late other and similar works
1ave appeared. Sermons as well as moral treatises have
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been written in the jargon, and the dialect has been
learned by missionaries both from the English and from the
Greek Church. The old prayers have been translated, and
new ones have been added. There is now a Russian-Judeo-
German and Judeo-Grerman-Russian dictionary. There is an
elementary work on arithmetic, and another on letter-writing.
Of the latter, which was intended as a guide for Judeo-German
spelling and letter-writing for women and children, a hundred
editions are said to have appeared. Spanish word-books and
Arabic word-books are now in circulation. There is a trans-
lation of Graetz’s Popular History of the Jews and another of
Resser’'s Universal History. Translations of scientific books
are particularly numerous, and Calendars, newspapers, and
periodical publications are increasing among the diaspora and
rapidly spreading among them knowledge and information of
divers kinds. But for the Russian Government the jargo
might have died out, but since 1884 it has taken a new start
and appears as if it meant to live not only in the mouths o
those who use it for their daily intercourse, but also on th
printed page.

Arr. V..RECENT HITTITE DISCOVERIES.

HE Mission confided by the French Government to M.
Ernest Chantre in 1893-4 has produced some most novel

d important contributions to the early history of Western
£ . He has excavated at several of the chief towns of
C locia, and has collected tablets, bas reliefs, bronzes, and
pottery, of high antiquity, which especially cast light on the |
earliest period of Cappadocian civilization, when conquerors and '
ers were entering the country from Mesopotamia, and the
ptians also visiting the shores of Cilicia immediately to the .
uth. His collection casts a new and important light on what -
called the ¢Hittite’ question, and provides not only fresh



Recent Hittite Discoverties. 63

W terial, in rock texts and seals of this character, but also two
B ~wv sources of information, First, the thirteen tablets written
R cnneiform, which have been generally acknowledged to be in
“Mmat is called the ‘Mitanni language, which was the same
E»><ken by the Hittites, as had already been proved by the
M_wmarna tablets; and secondly, a link between the national or
‘ITittite’ character, and the later syllabary known—as used by
Ske Greeks in Cyprus—to represent the ¢ hieratic’ forms of the
O riginal Hittite symbols.

Having thus a mass of new material, in known characters of

~which the sounds are certain, we possess a definite subject of
study independent of any former theory; and though scholars
who have not specially studied the old language of the Kassites
and Akkadians call this an ‘unknown tongue,’ because it is
certainly not Semitic and shows no resemblance to Aryan speech
(Persian, Medic, Greek, or Armenian); yet considering how
exactly it coincides in grammar and in vocabulary with dialects
already well understood, between 3000 B.c. and 500 B.c., as found
in Mitanni (Matiene), in Syria (in the single letter of Tar-
khundara, King of Arzapi, who was a Hittite), in Babylonian
Kassite texts, and in the old Akkadian inscriptions of Nippur
and Tell Loh, as well as in the ¢ third language’ of the Behistun
inscriptions, there is no real.reason to regard this speech as other
than well known already. It is in fact the ancient language
whence modern Turkish sprang, and though the latter has—like
all other languages—undergone modification and development
in time, yet the vocabulary and grammar remain almost un-
changed to-day in the same regions where this tongue was spoken
from the earliest known ages.

Scholars have unfortunately been engaged in seeking .com-
parisons with the wrong parallels. Lenormant directed their
attention to Greorgian, and to other languages of the Caucasus,
which are extremely mixed in character, combining Aryan and
Mongolic dialects, just as the population is mixed, including
Mongol Lazis, and other Tartars, as well as Armenians,
Persians, and Georgians, whose speech is connected with the
Aryan family of languages. Others have looked to the Vannic
dialect of the ninth century, B.c., which is closely related to
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Persian. Others have sought to find the key in Armenian
European dialect akin to Slav languages; and in each case
have, on the one hand, failed to recognise the great antiqui
the Hittite remains—preceding the arrival of the Arya
these regions—and on the other have ignored the evic
afforded by the known sounds of the Cypriote characters.
Hittite native texts of Cappadocia are sapposed by M. Ch:
to be at least as early as 2000 B.c., for which conclusion he
good reasons; and he even suggests that the first settlers, v
he sees to have come from Mesopotamia, accompanied Sarg
about 3800 B.c., when he extended his empire to the Med
anean. Hence the Akkadian language is naturally that v
would suit such a history, while the physical type of the pe
as represented on these new monuments, is as closely simil:
that of the Akkadians, as is the character of their art, or
religious symbolism.

It is to this race that the Bible appears to refer in speaki
the Cushites who lived in Asia, and who were not—as
have suggested—confounded by the Hebrew writers with
Kassites of Babylon, though the latter were a tribe of this
In 1882 Mr. Pinches pointed out that Cappadocia appeared
called Kusa or ¢ Cush ’ about 2000 B.c. In a very ancient t
from Nippur, written in Akkadian and describing the conq
of an early king whose name is uncertain, but may be read
gana or ¢ Sargon,” we find him described as Tur-kusu, ¢ Sc
Cush.” The writer goes on to say that God had given to
monarch ¢ the kingdom of the whole land, established in the
of the world, the multitudes of the lands being made submi
East and West, the land being that day widened, from the
of the mountain by Tigris and Euphbrates, to the Sea of E
He was King of Akkad, Erech, Larsa, Nippur; and hov
west his kingdom reached cannot be said. From these
separate notices we appear to learn that the sons of (
speaking the Akkadian language, had spread, long before E
lon was built, to the Persian Gulf and to Cappadocia.

In the Book of Genesis in like manner we read of Cus
connection with Chaldea at the earliest period of history (Gt
7), and we also hear that one of the four great rivers of Par
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‘: compassed all the land of Cush (Gen. ii., 13). The other three
i rivers were Tigris and Euphrates and Pison, which latter ran
to the gold-bearing regions.  The region indicated as at the
source of these rivers is clearly in Armenia, and Pison has been
supposed to be the Araxes running towards the Caucasus and
| Caspian—to the land of gold according to Greek tradition—
{ while Gihon which watered Cush is supposed to be the Halys,
running through Cappadocia and Pontus to the Black Sea. This
\ agrees with the notice of Kusa as a Cappadocian region; and
the Bible and the monuments alike indicate a wide extension of
this ancient Cushite race.

Some scholars however have argued that the Hittites had not
reached Syria as early as M. Chantre now supposes. Dr. Jensen
would place their monuments all as late as the eighth century
B.C. Dr. Sayce suggests that they did not appear before the
reign of Amenophis IV. (about 1400 B.c.). Dr. Hommel says
the ‘second millenium, B.C.,” and thinks that Hamath was not
built till after the fourteenth century B.c., because it is un-
noticed in.the Amarna letters. It is, however, named much
earlier by Thothmes IIIL. about 1600 B.c., and the Hittites of
Syria are noticed even earlier. There is no real objection to M.
Chantre’s view, and it is quite impossible that the texts should
be as late as Dr. Jensen supposes ; nor can the new ones be read
by aid of Armenian, which is his theory—an assertion contra-
dicted by all the known sounds.

Evidence also exists, quite independent of these inscriptions,
showing the presence of a conqueror with a distinctively Hittite
rame in Cappadocia at a very early period. At Csesarea (the
ancient Mazaca or ¢ Shrine of Ma’), Sir C. Wilson found a
rock-cut sculpture, representing a king in Babylonian dress,
seated on a throne and accompanied by fan-bearers.  Captives
in the distinctive Hittite costume are brought before him, and he
touches with a spear one who crouches at his feet. The accom-
panying text is written in old cuneiform cnaracters, such as were
used about 2000 B.0., and in the Babylonian language. It reads
as follows:—Mukk AN Targundimme mat Gozana mekhisa ame
mat melama ali (ci) sarutam izzau Artes Sar Mat Erime.

¢ Before the divine Tarkundimme of the Land of Gozan, smiter
XXXVI 5 ‘
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of the tribe, all those of the royal city bring out Artes, King of
the Land of Erime." The victor came apparently from Gozan
in the North of Mesopotamia, and the country near Casarea was
called Erime. But the victor, though he had a text written in
Semitic speech, was by his name evidently of the Hittite race.
The characters are similar to those of the trading tablets of
Cappadocia, which M. Chantre assigns to about 2000 B.c. The
influence of Mesopotamia had thus extended into Cappadocia
about the time of Abraham or earlier; and both the Semitic
and the Akkadian race had reached this region. The silver
sceptre-head, which is inscribed with both cuneiform and Hittite
characters, speaks in its text of the same king. In the Semitic
version he is called Tarkudimme Sar Mat Erime, ¢ Tarkutimme,
King of the Land of Erime’ The Hittite emblems are six in
all, reading (as confirmed by the Cypriote in two cases (7'ar-ko-
dimmi Eri-me. The relation borne by this conqueror to th
kings of Babylon is not explained, and our knowledge of histor
is meagre for this early period. But he is not called a ¢ King o
Kings,” and may have been an ally, or even a subordinate of th
Kassites of Babylon, who had reached the vicinity of Cappadoci
(Kazalla), and had conquered Aleppo as early as the twenty-
fourth century B.c.

The same name is found in Hittite texts at Gurun and a
Malatiya in Armenia, and at Carchemish in Syria, but it may
have been dynastic, for there was a Tarkodimotus in Cappadocia
as late as the first century B.c., when a chief so named aided ¢
Antony as mentioned in his ¢ Life’ by Plutarch.
however, has found a tablet in the Hittite language
in a most remarkable manner with the text from C.
noticed, though written in both another script and
guage. This tablet gives the more ¢ hieratic,’ or
forms of the Hittite; and, out of about fifty-six e
(including numerals), at least forty-four occur in {
inscriptions. The sounds are thus established, and
presents no affinity to either Aryan or Semitic s
clearly that used at Arzapi and in Matiene,
described. :

This text informs us that Tarkodimme (who is cal

r'd
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is to say ¢ King’ or ¢ Hero,” and who do:s not claim the title of
¢ Suzerain ’— Khakhan) first captured Tumulu, which is evidently
the present Tumlo North-East of Tarsus, near the borders of
Syria and Cilicia, where ha captured Zaavan—a king whose name
may be Semitic (Gren. xxxvi.27). He then marched to Kareman,
the present Karaman in Lycaonia, north-west of Tarsus. He
then ascended the Valley of the Sarus, past Sis towards Zar or
'\ Sar, the present Shar, which was a famous site on account of
" its great shrine to Ma, which was known even in Roman times
as Comana or ¢ the abode of Ma,” whose worship Strabo describes
at this temple. From Comana he went on to Serevene, equally
well known as the later Saravena, famous for its hot baths—a
site now called Terzili Hammam from the baths which are still
celebrated, and where M. Chantre describes the great bath-
house of the time of Justinian. This site is north-east of
Casarea, and here, according to the new text, Tarkodimme had
brought before him as a captive the king of the region, named
Eretes. He seized his kingdom called Frima, and enslaved the
inhabitants, setting up monuments of his victories in all the
chief places, and opening the country to travellers, or in other
words establishing the Babylonian traders, who have left so many
of their commercial tablets in this region written in characters
used in Babylon about 2000 B.c.

The comparison of this tablet with the text at Casarea is thus
very complete. Erima is clearly the same as Erime, and Eretes
as Artes. The name of the victor is the same, and the name of
the chief of Sis, whom he also conquered, was Tarkon, also a
Hittite name found on other monuments. @~ We have thus a
bilingual check on the translation of the Hittite, and definite
means of establishing their language ; for this tablet contains no
less than thirty-nine lines of writing, and is perfect. It is clear
that a text which can be so read, and which contains distinctive
Hittite names, must be regarded as settling this question, be-
cause if it reads as Thurkish it cannot possibly read as Armenian
or Georgian—languages of quite another character and which,
save for an occasional loan word, have nothing at all in common
with Turkish or Akkadian.

This long historic text, in a script which is the long-needed
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link between the Cypriote character and the Hittite em!
thus shows not only the language in use, but also proves ti
system of decipherment can be right unless based on the s
known from the Cypriote. In any Hittite inscription, at
two-thirds of the sounds can be so established, as a
commonest signs occur in Cypriote ; and when once the lan;
is fixed it becomes easy to supply the remainder, especial
there is a remarkable parallelism between the old Hittite
the old ¢ linear ’ signs of Akkadian texts. The Hittite be
to the same family as the ¢linear,’ which in time becam
¢ cuneiform * character; and, though not quite identical, th
are practically separate developments of one original sy
quite distinct from that of Egypt. The whole system of w:
in syllables, with a few ‘keys,” and special signs for god,
place, city, land, man, etc., is the same in Hittite and Akka
and the two languages are but dialects of one tongue.

At Carchemish a text in eight lines—clearly written—cor
the name Tar-ko-dim-mi, and may belong to the conquer
Cappadocia, as his route evidently lay through Syria. 1]
described as ¢ Prince of the allied tribes,’ and the words 1
follow may probably be read Si sakh-me sak-ra UN Za-bu 1
khu sees ri-ke-gal-ven € an obedient prince was exalted by
Zabu, head of the Sakk country.’ If this is right, Tarkud
was the contemporary of a suzerain well known, Zabu being
of Babylon about 2200 B.c.—which agrees with the sup
date of M. Chantre’s texts, The sign Sakh represent
¢sacred tree, and the ¢ country of the sacred tree’ is pro
the country called Tin-tir in Akkadian, or ‘land of the tr
life’—the old name of Babylon. This translation of ZTinti
been disputed, because of other names given to Babylon, su
Subat-Sulum (in Semitic speech) ¢ the abode of peace.’ B
Akkadian this would be Ki Kuru-na, not Tintir, which n
nothing else than ¢life tree’ (Akkadian and Turkish zin ¢
and Akkadian tir ‘tree trunk ’—Mongol derek ¢tree trunk
that the country intended in the Carchemish text is that
which an historic King Zabu ruled. We may fairly con
that the suzerainty of Babylon was acknowledged in Gozs
this period, for Zabu’s predecessor, Sumulan, is known to
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t extended his kingdom so as to include Kasalla and Sippara. At
no time probably could Gozan have been independent after about
2300 B.0, and it is difficult to suppose the cuneiform text of
Casarea to be much older than the age of Zabu.

As regards Saravena, mentioned in the new tablet, and pro-
bably in another found by M. Chantre of later date, it is inte-
resting to note that it is also named apparently on a Hittite seal
published by Dr. Hayes Ward. The style of the design on this
seal is very Babylonian. It represents a man who is probably a
i king or priest, by a stream springing from a group of rocks and
~ trees. Behind him is a conventional pillar, or sacred tree. The
Hittite text contains two common words and a proper name, and
may be read Si-ip-pi Kuru-khu Sa-ra-un me—* Prince of the
Land (or place) of Saraun.” The spring represented is no doubt
the famous hot spring of Saravena in Cappadocia.

The great temple of Eyuk on the borders of Pontus, with its
colossal sphynxes, double-headed eagle, and long procession of
worshippers with sacrifices (headed by a priest with the lituus)
which approaches a goddess—probably Ma, who was adored in
Pontus, according to Strabo—has long been recognised as belong-
ing to the so-called ¢ Hittite’ art. M. Chantre found fragments
of other figures, and a short text, Zu-vu pies, ¢ worship of Zuvu.’
The latter god was the Kassite Suvu or Sumu (the m and v not
being distinguished) who answered to the Assyrian Rimmon,
god of rain, thunder, and air, whom the first Kings of Babylon,
Suvuabi (¢ child of Suwu’), and Suvulan (‘son of Suvu’) wor-
shipped. These Kings wrote in Akkadian, and the later Kas-
site, Agukakrimi (f the 3rd Dynasty, traced descent from them.
There is absolutely no reason to suppose that they were Semitic,
and the god of Pontus, Babylon and Cappadocia was then the
same, the word meaning probably ¢ rainer’ (Turkish su ¢ water’
or ¢stream’)

Prof. Ramsay found south-west of Comana, a new text and
sculpture of the same class, at Fraktin. In this case a king or
god sits before an altar on which an eagle perches, and a priest
stands before him pouring a libation. Three figures of Hittite
type, and a.small temple, are carved behind the king on the
left. The inscription is SI-UN SAR-UNU UN ZOVO, ‘The



70 Recent Hittite Discoveries.

god Zovo, Lord of the place, the city Sar.’” This was the old
name of the modern Shar, with its temple of Comana, which lieg
not far away to the North-East. The god Zoro or Suru ig
probably here represented by his eagle, unless the seated figure
be the god himself.

Among the new seals found by M. Chantre one bears the
name of Targon, the enemy of Tarkudimme. Another (which
has been printed upside down by mistake) represents a ship with,
sails and oars. The text appears to read Us Tarsu-us-ne, ‘Kin g
of Tarsus’ and the maritime symbol of this seaside city jp
Cilicia is appropriate, and is at present unique. The seal wag
found at Sungurlu, in the centre of Asia Minor, but such objectg
are often found far from their original home.

Another great centre full of Hittite remains is at Malahya
west of the Upper Euphrates in Armenia. Thence comes a seq]
which may be read, Mu Si-pi Makh Zabu-radima: ¢Thisis th
seal of Zabu, prince of the place” There are two other tex
here, one of which contains probably the name of Tarkudimme
Both are short, and in both the first eight emblems are the same
and occur in the same order, thus giving a clear indication of the
beginning of certain words which follow and which are dlﬁer%
Both of these texts may have belonged to the same series
sculptures, but the site still awaits serious excavation. O
represents a seated king-priest with a lituus and a cup in
hands, and an altar with offerings in front. Opposite him is
prince or king standing, and holding a sceptre and cup. T
text may be read as follows: Ka-ni-ne E-si UN Kas-ka U
Un-ip tur-lu du-ga SI-Aka-ka Kas-ye-lu a-ne-ka Ka-ak te-k
¢ Here is the Kaska Lord (?) the King * having come with hi
son, sacrificing to the high place performs the worship thereof
The Kaska tribe, it may be remarked, are known to have live
close to Malatiya, as mentioned in later Assyrian texts.

The second text from the ¢Lion mound’ close by, connect
Tarkudimme once more with Zabu, in as far as the seal of th,
latter has been found on the spot. The copy available is no

* Ud-ga or Tam-ga may be a proper name, or may mean ‘on the day o
conquest,’ or again ‘to the sun. The second sign is not quite clear.’
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quite clear, but appears to read: Ka-ni-ne E~si Un Kas-ka Ip-
ra-a Khu-un du-lu Khul-pi dim-gam, Tarko-dim-us Us su Kar-
man-ni La bi (tar?) su ne gar-lu-ke-ka, ‘He here before the
temple the Kaska lord being King of the region, as having
conquered the foe, 7Tarkodimus the strong man of Karman,
fixes this tablet, causing the inscription to be cut.’” This may be
explained either to mean that the Kaska lord had conquered
: Tarkodimus of Karman (Karaman in Lycaonia) and was sacri-
ficing on return ; or the foe may be unnamed, and Tarkodimus
be himself the worshipper, and the ¢ hero’ of Karman on account
of his victory there, as before noticed.

It is remarkable that the antiquities which have recently been
dug up at Tell es Safi, in Philistia, by Mr. Bliss, are in some
cases very closely similar to those found by M. Chantre in Cap-
padocia, and seem to be quite as old. Seals with designs show-
ing gods and sacred trees, in the Akkadian style, have been here
recovered ; and the pottery presents the same patterns, including
bird forms and a sort of Maltese cross, which mark the pottery
excavated at Eyuk and elsewhere, and are attributed to the
Hittite race of the north. At Lachish, also, a seal occurs, in
connection with Egyptian seals of about 1500 B.c., and bearing
a clear Hittite text: Nun Mo-tur dim-pi, ‘The seal of Lord
Motur,’ This name is well known as a Hittite name in the
time of Rameses II. From these discoveries we may conclude
that the same Hittite civilisation which existed in the North was
found also in the South, at an early period—probably before
1600 B.C., when Thothmes III. drove the Hittites north after
the victory of Megiddo, where the King of Kadesh was con-
quered. This agrees with the Bible statement that Hittites lived
in Hebron in Abraham’s time (Gen. xxiii. 5); and the seals
which have been described as ¢Babylonian’ are probably
Canaanite work, though none of them, unfortunately, bear any
inscription to make this clear. It is possible, however, that,
any day, such inscriptions in cuneiform, or in Hittite, may
be found in Philistia in ruins of such antiquity, and there is
every reason to suppose that the Mongol population extended to
Egypt itself, where the Hyksos kings worshipped no Egyptian
god, but only Set, the Hittite god of ‘fire.” The old name of
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Jerusalem (Jebus) appears to be Hittite. The Amorites called
the place Uru-Salim, ‘the abode of peace,’ as early as the fif-
teenth century B.C, but Yeb-us meant the same in Akkadian—
from Eb, ¢ house,’ and us, ¢ safety;’ the Turkish Eb, *house,’
and s, ¢ confidence.” From at least 2300 B.c., the Semitic and
Akkadian races appear, all over Western Asia, to have lived side
by side under Mongol kings.

These conclusions may be further supported by the names of
kings mentioned at Merdsh and at Hamath. In the first case we
find notice of Zo-mo-e-bi, probably the Babylonian Suvuabi or
Sumuabi. In the second place we find the name Zovelun, which
may be compared with that of Suvulan, the son of the preceding.
These texts are, in appearance, among the oldest Hittite inscrip-
tions, and appear to belong to the twenty-third century B.C.
The shortest of the Hamath texts may be read as follow :—

¢ Bis-me Na-ve-me-lu En-u Kas-sa-lu ka.
Ke-gam-ven ne-ak. Nun ko ne-gu gu ke-man
mo-ka-gu. Nun-pi mo ak re-ka En-u ak
a-ne-re. Nun-Nun Zo (MELUN ) til-ka ke-e-ke-me.’
¢ With salutation uttered to the conquering Lord, as being his conquest,
speaking for the King being told so to say, for the sake of the Kin
whose servant I—a lord serving him—am, King Zomelun, this is carve

This is given as a specimen of many other texts which can
read quite consecutively ; and from others at Hamath it appea
th:t the name of the Prince, who thus erects votive inscriptio
in honour of the second King of Babylon, was To-tar, which
well known from Egyptian sources to have been a Hittite nam
The new discoveries of M. Chantre agree perfectly with th
date and the conditions thus suggested, and wherever the cop
is reliable there should be little doubt as to the general meanin
of a Hittite text. At Aleppo, for instance, a text, now de
stroyed, contained very clearly the name of the writer, Eri-Aku
but it would be too much to assume that this was the Arioc|

* Tilka, rendered * for the sake,’” is literally ¢for the life.” This is ,
common expression in the Kassite texts of Nippur, meaning that the Gor
is implored to preserve the life of the person stated.
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whom Amraphel finally defeated, since it was probably a common
name. The date, however, suggests that it is not impoesible, as
the Kings of Elam were ¢ Lords of the West’ in the twenty-
second century B.C. A Hittite seal from near Merdsh, published
by M. Hogarth, reads very clearly, Am-mi-za-du-ga Nun Ba-bi-
lun, ¢‘ Ammizaduga, the Babylonian King;’ and as there is

i reason to suppose that this King conquered even Damascus
" about 2000 B.C., it is not surprising that his name should

occur in Syria. In this case the writing is of later character

" than that of the Hamath texts, which are some three centuries

earlier, if the names of the kings are rightly read. The use of
the cuneiform by the Hittites dates from at least the fifteenth
century B.C., when they seem to have abandoned their old script
in favour of one commonly used in that age all over Western
Asia, and known also in Egypt ; which again confirms the anti-
quity of the texts, as the cuneiform was in turn superseded by
the alphabet in the tenth century B.c. or earlier.

The alphabet itself appears to have grown out of the later form
of the Hittite script, as adopted by the Pheenicians who dwelt
among these Syrian tribes of Mongol race, but who were them-
selves Semitic. They used only twenty-two letters, whereas the
Greeks had originally twenty-seven, and the Lycians even thirty-
three, most of which are pretty easily traced to the signs of the
Hittites in M. Chantre’s new text. So permanent was the
result of the simple forms thus developed, that the Roman
letters are still the same that are recognisable in the syllables of
the new Hittite tablet from Cappadocia, in the instances of E,
Z,H, K, and T, and are easily recognised by tracing them
through the early Greek in other cases. The Greeks had many
alphabets, some derived directly from Pheenicia; but they
clearly took their extra letters from some other source—as the
names show—and, like the Etruscans (whom Dr. Isaac Taylor
has shown to have been of Mongolic stock), they derived these
from non-Semitic script. The great Ionian alphabet, which
finally superseded other Greek systems, sprang up in Asia Minor
itself, and was taken directly from the native script, and not
from the Pheenician. Thus the Greek letters sometimes pre-
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serve the original forms more closely than the Semitic alphabets,,
and the same may be said of the Etruscan, The Greek names
for letters often differ entirely from the Pheenician, yet both pre-
serve the meaning of the original sign in the Akkadian tongue.
Thus 4 is the old word for ¢ bull,’ which in Phenician was aleph,
and ab for ¢house’—Pheenician Bitu. The letter G was a
¢ crook,’ which in Pheenician was geemel, but in Akkadian, gam,
whence the Greek gamma. The sign for L was originally a
yoke ; and in Akkadian Lam-da means the ¢ plough-yoke." The
letter S was called shin (‘tooth ’) in Pheenician, but in Greek
signa—the Akkadian sig-ma, ¢ that which bites,” and the original
emblem in Hittite is a tooth; and the same principle applies
throughout ; for when the Greek names differ from the Phoeni-
cian they follow the Akkadian name of the sign, showing ho
much the Mongol population must have influenced Greece—
conclusion to which many scholars have of late been driven, b
the similarity between the native art and that of the oldest re
mains found at Mycenz, Tiryns, and Troy.

The history of Hittite speech is further traceable in the lette
of Tarkhundara, King of Arzapi, found in the Tell Amarn
collection, and dating from the fifteenth century B.C., bein
addressed to Amenophis IIL. of Egypt. The land Arzapi i
supposed to represent Rezeph, north of Palmyra, and near the!
Euphrates. This is confirmed by the notice of the land Zkatast in -
the same letter; for we have an independent mention of this
region by a writer of the time of Rameses II. in Egypt. Has
speaks of it in connection with Aleppo, and with the land of the
Hittites, so that it clearly lay near Rezeph, in north-easterm
Syria. It is mentioned, also, in other letters of the age, and the
fact that this letter is Hittite is shown by a distinct notice in i
of the tribute sent by ¢the prince ruling the Hittites.” Tl
language is exactly the same found in all M. Chantre’s new,
tablets, and the translation appears to be somewhat as follows :—

¢ This letter is to Amenophis III., the great King, King of Egypt, from:
Tarkhundara, King of Arzapi. My region is at peace. My cities, my.
wives, my sons, my officers, my toldiers, my cavalry, all that is mine im:
the lands let them be at peace. To say also let there be peace likewise,-
to thy cities, thy wives, thy sons, thy officers, thy soldiers, thy eav.h,.f

¥
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to whatever is thine in thy lands, let there be peace. To thee, my Lord,
the chief Irsappa is sent by me, a messenger in speed, protecting thy
daughter, O My Sun God, the Lady I have to send. The subject chief is
sent again to-day, behold. My Lord, he bears a bag of gold as a peace
offering to the King of this region. For this reason he was despatched by
me, hereafter to say to the ruler of the region what I have given him.
This messenger also is trusted to make haste, after being sent with speed,
with that which I have to give him. To thee, the Sun-King, I have to
send her whom I send ; as a protector thus of thy daughter, the messen-
ger I send thus is protecting thy messenger ; any great person in a city of
mine—one of my princes—expediting the women folk to a land subject to
thee. So may they be sent on. The Hittite King commanding the Land
of Ikatai sends thee the precious wood which is (due ?) to the ruler of the
region (As herein much grows?). Irsappa, the swift messenger, bears a
bag of gold; by weight of . . . shekels, twenty Manahs of gold ;
three pounds of ivory, three pounds of (copper 1), three poundsof . . .
eight pounds of . . ., one hundred pounds of beaten tin; one hun-
pred pounds of . . ., one hundred pounds of . . .; four very
precious stones, six precious stones . . . of good brilliance, three
thrones of Pana wood. . . . ten chairs of strong wood, polished . . .
all which . . . tenwooden . . . he bears.’

This probably refers to the sending on of Tadukhepa, the
daughter-in-law of Amenophis III., through Syria from her
father’s home in Armenia, with presents from the intermediate
Hittite chief of Rezeph, who addresses the Pharaoh, as usual at
that time, as a ¢ Sun God,’ and apparently owns his suzerainty,
Syria having been conquered a century earlier by Thothmes IIIL,
although the Hittites of Merash, further north, seem never to
have been entirely subdued. A letter of no less than 508 lines,
in the same language, also exists, sent at the same time by
Dusratta of Matiene, in Armenia— Tadukhepa’s father—to
Amenophis IIL., when she was despatched to Egypt. It con-
tains about four hundred words of the language common to the
Hittites and Kassites, and Armenians in this age, and describes
all the political arrangements connected with the marriage, in-
cluding the boundary drawn between Dusratta’s kingdom and
the Empire of Egypt in Syria, which left Rezeph and Ikatai
within the limits of the latter. This letter thus forms a vocabu-
lary most valuable for study of the Hittite and Cappadocian
texts.
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" These arrangements were upset in the next few yes
invasion of Pheenicia by the Hittites of Merdsh
Amorites, after the death of Amenophis III. A for
sion had been joined by Artasumara, Dusratta’s broth
Kassites of Babylon, and by the Amorites, but after «
to Sidon had been defeated, by the alliances made by A
IIL with the new king of Matiene—Dusratta, and of
—Burnaburias, who were both allied to him by marr
the later revolt, which coincided with the appearanc
Hebrews in Palestine within some few years, the Meras]
were unaided by Armenia or Babylonia, but were
Edugama, the Hittite King of Kadesh on Orontes, and
to Damascus, and to the countries 4m and Uba, pro
Ham and Hobah of the Bible, near that city. Figh
Ashtaroth-Karnaim in Bashan is mentioned, and Pale
lost by Amenophis IV. Thus, as noticed in the [
Hebrews found the Amorites established—in conseque:
revolution—not only in Bashan and Gilead, but even
where they had defeated the Moabites, driving them in
south of the Arnon.

The Hittites remained independent for a centu
attacked by Rameses II,, with whom the King of Kad
an alliance which lasted in Mineptah’s reign. We hea
of them for some three centuries except in the Bible,
learn that they still ruled in Kadesh on Orontes down t
of David, and were powerful in North Syria in the tim
mon. The next chapter of their history is found in
records, and in thirteen tablets recovered by M. CI
Pterium in North Cappadocia, written in their own
but, like Tarkhundara’s letter, in the cuneiform wrif
understand these we must glance at the history of
conquests.

In the 12th century B.c. the Semitic Assyrians becan
ful. About 1130 B.c. Tiglath Pileser I acceded in .
and Nebuchadrezzar 1., who was apparently of the Assy
family, had established himself in Babylon, by defe:
Kassites, in 1154 B.c. The former subdued the Mon
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of Armenia—the Kaska, aided by the Moschians and Hittites.
He reached the Mediterranean after taking Carchemish, but in
his later years was defeated by Marduk-nadin-akhi, son of the
successful Nebuchadrezzar . A gap occurs in the history, and
the next known attack on Syria occurred in 883 B.c., when little
resistance was made. Half a century later Shalmaneser IL. yet
more completely subdued Syria, and advanced through the
country of the Guai, or ‘highlanders’ north of Antioch, into
Cilicia. He drove the Kati, or ¢ northerners,” who lived in Kat-
bad-uka (Cappadocia) ¢ the land of the northmen,’ to their moun-
tains, and marched as far as Tarsus. It is probably to this
period—830 B.c.—that the tablets found by M. Chantre may be
ascribed.

‘These tablets were excavated in a very broken condition, but
they are of high historic value; and, being written in a known
character, the sounds of the words are certain, and the transla-
tion easy when they are compared with the letters of Tarkhun-
dara and Dusratta, which had already given so large a vocabulary
of the same language. They represent the Kati in a period of
decay, struggling against the Assyrians; and a letter from the
Hittites, who were powerless to resist Shalmaneser II., asks help
from all the ¢ distant cities of the Kati’ country.

There was, about this period, no central authority in the west.
The tribes called Kaska, Gamgums, Ligyes, Hittites, Khatinai,
Guai, Kati, and the Kiti or ¢lowlanders’ of Cilicia, were still
Mongol, but the younger races were pushing them out of power.
On the south the Pheenicians had established themselves at
Samalla, north of Antioch, and the princes of Hamath, and of
all the towns to its south, were apparently of the Semitic race of
the Syrians who ruled Damascus. On the west the Lydians
were rising, who were so strong two centuries later that Croesus
destroyed the cities of Cappadocia, and ruined Pterium where so
many of the so-called ¢Hittite’ remains are found. On the
east not only were the Assyrians breaking in, but in Matiene the
older race was superseded in power by the Medes, whose texts
are found near Lake Van. The long tablet from Pterium, which
will be found in M. Chantre’s volume duly transliterated but
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untranslated, represents an alliance, which may have been as early
as 1130 B.c., but perhaps as late as 830 or later. The six Syrian
tribes of Tokat, Zembus, Ain Tab, Alatis, Amanus, and Alalana,
write for assistance to Cappadocia ‘against the official bearing
sway there, a foreigner—an Assyrian. The letter is sent to
¢ the royal abode, the city of Arinas,’ which appears to be the
present Iranes west of Ceesarea-Mazaca ; and it was apparently
to be circulated through some forty cities, reaching Pterium in the
far north last of all. Among these towns—most of which have
broken names—we may distinguish probably Saravena, Sis, and
Sar (Comana) already mentioned so often, and also Bor, Yuzgat.
Tshorum, Pterium, Budrum, Sara, Hemetiya, and Dedik, all in
Cappadocia, and bearing (except Pterium) their old Kati names
unchanged almost in the modern Turkish nomenclature of the
country.

The remaining tablets of this series are very short letters and
reports, by officials and astrologers, which are for the most parg
much damaged. In No. 2 a certain Jsmuz ruling Adlana (o
perhaps Addana, the modern Adana north of Tarsus), writes =8
complimentary letter to the King, and states that his city is bei
re-fortified : ¢it having been your desire, he has done this, doubly
extending the ramparts of the city, having decided so to increa
security : the fort by the river is being enlarged, a mound i
about to be raised opposite the city.’” Nos. 3, 7, and 8 are ‘Omen ‘"
Tablets,’ or reports of the omens taken in expectation of a war,
In the first of these bad weather is predicted, in the second the
sign is unfavourable, in the third it is uncertain. The Kati, it
may be noted, retired before the Assyrians to their mountaing,
and these omens may have decided them to do so. No. 4, in the -
same language, is a commercial transaction, recording that the
debtor had borrowed 60 shekels, and owed 22 in interest on the _
amount. He sends 80, and says, ¢take them as the total” His i
correspondent evidently understood the Kati language, of whate- -
ever race he may have been. No. 5 text, from Astas to Azzanas,
records a victory, and mentions a town called Katna. No. ¢
again speaks of success, at Zara, a town ‘in the north. But the
remainder of the series speak of revolt and misfortune. No. 9, ¥
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from Katas, says the local chief is unreliable. No. 10 reports a
\ corrupt official. No. 11 asks for help against a rising in a city
¢ called, probably, Ugma. No. 12 is a longer letter as to affairs at
Bor (Tyana), where either a rebellion had broken out, or an
attack had driven out the native inhabitants. Reinforcements
\kare demanded, to defend the place whence the letter was sent.
3 No. 13 is much broken, but speaks of a Hittite who fled, whether
,from or to the Kati is not clear. He may have been an enemy,
;or a refugee from the tyranny of Assyria.

All these new sources of information tally with one another,
and confirm the conclusions reached by aid of the sounds already
known for Hittite emblems through the Cypriote script, which
has been too much neglected by students of Hittite. The main
difficulty now is to obtain thoroughly reliable copies of the texts.
Those mertioned already are clearly written, but there are many
which are decayed and broken, and which have been badly
copied. It is remarkable, on comparing two or three drawings
of one inscription, to see how differently they are executed, being
the work of explorers who were not artists, and who did not
know the character familiarly. Many of the published copies
are quite wrong in parts, and represent emblems quite unknown
in any other cases. The Hittite script consists of one hundred
and sixty signs, and as each new text is discovered these signs
are found repeated, and many words, common on all the inscrip-
tions, can be now studied in several repetitions, representing
various cases of the nouns, and parts of the verb. Some of the
early conjectures which scholars have made as to such words or
syllables are now shown to be incorrect, and no system which
adheres to these disproven ideas can be considered any longer to
require consideration. Dr. Jensen's work is not in accord, for
instance, with the new indications. It consists entirely in arbi-
trary assumptions, which Dr. Sayce and Dr. Hommel condemn,
and the language required proves not to be Armenian as Jensen
had supposed. The texts are some eighteen centuries older than
he thought, and the translations which he offers do not give any
information which it was worth while to record.

As M. Chantre’s work is likely to encourage further explora-
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tion, we may yet recover more striking remains than even he
has found; but the questions of the Hittite language, of their
nationality and history, must now be considered to be practically
laid at rest by the information contained in his tablets, and by
the confirmation of the longest of these, as read in the Kassite
dialect, through comparison with the personal and geographic
names and records of events found on the rock sculpture of
Caesarea, as above explained. The language of the Hittites was
similar to that of the Kassites, and consisted mainly of very short
words, capable of being expressed by two or three syllables at most,
and in the commonest cases by monosyllables. Thus a single
sign was both a word and a syllable, and could be used for
either. Ma or Mi, ‘earth;’ 7Ta, ‘beat;’ Ga, ‘crook;’ Ko,
¢high;’ etc., etc., are words easily traced as Mongolic, an
easily recognised as sounds applying to appropriate emblems i
Hittite. They are not Aryan or Semitic words, and the Hittit
system must have originated among a people speaking a lanjl
guage in which these monosyllabic nouns and verb roots werjill
common. Such a language we find among the neighbourini
Kassites and Akkadians, and we find it nowhere else.  Hittit{l
was not sui generis, but a dialect of a well known and wideX
spread tongue, used by a tribe of a well known and widesprea,
race.  Attempts to make an artificial system, distinguishi
Hittite from other languages, have always failed because theyk
have been arbitrary, and have run counter to the true compar..:f"'
tive’'method of study, by which alone in this, as in other cases,
can results finally acceptable be established.

C. R. CONDER,
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Art. VL—ADMIRAL BAILLIE.

HEN a man emigrates and enters foreign service, however
' distinguished his career, it is the rare exception if his

ountry remembers him any more; and it can scarcely be held
hat such an exception is furnished by the subject of this memoir,
{the Scotchman Baillie, who died in the Russian service in 1826.
'There are special reasons why in the present case this forgetful-
ness should be terminated, for recent discoveries show that at one
of the most critical moments of Nelson’s history Baillie played a
far more important part than has hitherto been dreamt of. Before
entering into this field, however, it will be as well to recapitulate
the brief sketch of his life, kindly extracted for me by the Keeper
of the Archives of the Ministry of Marine at Moscow.

Baillie, we find, was born in 1756, and entered the Russian
navy in 1783. He presently obtained the order of S. Vladimir
(4th class), and in 1787 was raised to the rank of captain.
Early in 1799 he was serving under Admiral Ouschakoff in the
Archipelago, and having taken a prominent part in the capture
of Zante, Cephalonia, etc., he was rewarded with the order of S.
Anne (2nd class). After some operations on the east coast of
the Kingdom of Naples, he was despatched with a force of four
hundred (afterwards raised to six hundred) to co-operate with
Cardinal Ruffo in the royalist recovery of the capital. He gained
surprising success against superior forces at Foggia, Troja,
Avellino, and finally the capital fell. Baillie’s attention was then
directed against the forts. ¢Castles Nuovo and dell "Uovo were
compelled to capitulate under the fire of the batteries.” In con-
junction then with troops landed by Nelson he assisted in the
reduction of S. Elmo, his services being rewarded with the orders
of S.John of Jerusalem, of S.Ferdinand (from the Sicilian
King) and S. Anne (Ist class). Nelson wrote to Italinsky, the
Russian minister at the Sicilian court, praising Baillie’s conduct,
and that of his troops, as heroic. For two and a-half years he
remained in Naples supporting the royal power. In 1806 we

find him again at sea, his successes being rewarded by the order
XXXVI 6 :
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of S. George (4th class). Then came a period of honourable
retirement when there was trouble between Russia and England.
And in 1816 he was raised to the rank of Admiral.

Such is the all too brief Russian record of the man who
countersigned the much debated capitulation of Castles Nuovo
and dell 'Uovo, and, as we shall see, took the most prominen
part in carrying that capitulation into execution. Though, as
Prince Golitzyne informs me, two diligent searches have been
recently made, no supplementary material has been discovered in*
the Archives of the Foreign Office, either in Moscow or St.
Petersburg. That Baillie made a report about the capitulation..
either to Italinsky or Ouschakoff, is almost certain, but it seems
equally certain that that report has perished.

It is a fortunate thing,” then, for Baillie’s reputation, ths
matter has recently come to light in Italy which to some exter
supplies the deficiency, proving conclusively, as it does, that i
whomsoever the dark shadows of the Naples affair fall, BaillicQH
conduct was perfectly honourable and straightforward all throug}gj
The picture left is a fragmentary one, but there is sufficient of l‘-’ E
to be quite intelligible.
" Some days after the fall of Naples the garrisons of Nuovo anQ'fj-
dell "Uovo opened negotiations for surrender on the basis of an.”}
amnesty. Those who chose were to be at liberty to return te
their homes unmolested, and the others were to sail to Toulon ia .
transports specially provided. The evacuation of the forts was to *
take place as soon as the transports were ready. The garrisons -
further stipulated that in their capitulation the representatives of
the allied powers should participate, ¢ for they did not trust suffi-
ciently in Cardinal Ruffo, or the King.'* Baillie raised no objec-
tion to the terms, or to countersigning them.t Far from having
received any instructions from his superiors, Italinsky and Ous-
chakoff, prohibiting a composition with the republicans, he must -1
have been aware that such injunctions as had been given from St.

*So says Nardini in his Memorial, written in 1799. This was publiahed ’
in Paris three years later under the title Mémoires par B. N. témoin oeme. .+
laire. Vide p. 199.

+ Arch. stor. nap. XXIV. Fasc. IV., p. 457.
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Petersburg were on the side of mildness and clemency.®* The
massacring and pillaging that were going on in Naples (for Ruffo’s
Calabrians and the lazzaroni were altogether beyond control) ; the

incendiary fires ; the threats, no vain ones, of undermining and
i explosion from the besieged republicans, some of whom were

desperate and rabid; still more, the imminent danger of the
arrival of the French fleet,—all these circumstances left the repre-

 sentatives of the allied powers little ground, even if they had the

“inclination, of raising objectiont when the above-mentioned

terms had been accepted by Ruffo, the King’s viceroy, and also
by Micheroux, who was acting in the capacity of diplomatic
plenipotentiary. Accordingly, after several conferences, and due
consideration, { Captain Baillie and his colleagues (Commodore
Foote for England and Achmet, leader of a Turkish contingent)
set their hands to the terms which Ruffo and Micheroux had
agreed to.

The task of carrying out the evacuation was, by special
arrangement with the garrisons, entrusted to Baillie and his six
hundred Russians, who were already on the spot.§ This was
natural, for the Russian troops were the only ones available
whose discipline could be relied upon.

On the morning of June 23rd—the exact dates are now be-
coming crucially important—the capitulation was completed, and,
in accordance with articles 8 and 9, the hostages in the castles

* Vide Maresca’s Micheroux, p. 209.
+ Arch. stor. nap. XXIV. Fasc. IV., p. 468.

1 One may notice in passing that a totally unwarranted attempt was
made by Nicholas in the forties (and his attempt has recently been
repeated) to prove that Foote did not intend to sign as a principal, and
showed this by his carelessness in not sending a delegate to take part in
the negotiations. The truth of the matter seems to be that he attached such
importance to the affair that he, like Baillie, attended in person (4rch. slor.
nap. XXIV. Fasc. IV., p. 459). Inhis Vindication he did not mention this
conference for the simple reason that no such charge of carelessness had
yet been thought of. And for the same reason it would seem that he
passed over some correspondence with Micheroux (A4rch. stor. nap. Fasc.
IV., pp. 457-8). The argument from silence is proverbially precarious.

§ Vide Maresca’s Micheroux, p. 193.
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(except four sent to St. Elmo) and the English prisoners were at
once released. The number of transports ready was not yet
sufficient, but while the exodus of the non-emigrants was going
on, and preparations were being made for departure, the garri-
sons probably felt the need of protection from the Calabrians.
Accordingly ¢ they requested that the Russian troops should in-
vest and surround all the approaches of Nuovo and the (adjoin-
ing) Palace.’ *

On the 24th Micheroux wrote to Admiral Ouschakoff
acknowledging the invaluable services rendered by Baillie,
praising the admirable humanity and discipline of his troops,
and annoancing the successful issue :—¢ We are masters of all
the forts except St. Elmo. . . . At this moment the
under Admiral Nelson, comes into Port.’t Nelson, as soon
he arrived, declared his disapproval of the terms that had
granted as injurious to the royal dignity. Rightly or wrongl
he held that Ruffo had exceeded his powers, and that
capitulation, was consequently illegal. He declared his
tion of forcing the garrisons to surrender at once
tionally.

Baillie’s condition was now intolerable.. He believed that
signing the capitulation as he had done, he had acted
within his power ; moreover, he knew that its terms had
partly executed, and that it was in consequence of the capita
tion that he was in strategical possession of Nuovo. U
these circumstances he and his co-signatory, Achmet, wrote
Nelson, protesting that in their judgment the capitulation
¢ useful, necessary, and honourable to the arms of the
powers; ’ that, ¢ as it was solemnly concluded by the
tives of the said powers, it would be committing an
outrage against public faith if it should not be executed
actly ;’ and declared that ¢ they were firmly resolved to
it religiously.’{ Nelson contented himself with replying that

* Arch. stor. nap. XXIV., Fasc. IV., p. 469. cf. Pepe’s Memoirs,
p. 105, and Botta’s Storia d'Italia, I1I., p. 402.

+ British Museum Add. MSS. 34912. 1 Sacchinelli, p. 261.
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would have the same respect for the Czar’s honour as for that of
his own Sovereign. And his next steps made it clear in what
sense his words were to be understood. He sent in a note in-

' forming the garrisons that he would not permit them to embark

\ or return to their homes. They must surrender to the royal
: mercy. And he gave Ruffo his written opinion that the capitu-

“lation ‘ought not to be carried into execution without the

“approbation of his Sicilian Majesty.’

! Baillie, however, stuck to his position firmly. In his eyes the
capitulation was still ¢sacred and inviolable” ®* Such being the
case, Ruffo wrote into Nuovo reminding the garrison that
though Nelson could prevent their embarking, he could not
prevent their leaving by land.+ Baillie’s co-operation was
obviously implied ; but the garrison refused the offer. The fact
seems to have been that those who did not wish to emigrate had
quitted the castle already.

One more resource still remained to Baillie. If Nelson chose
to impede the capitulation and coerce the capitolati, obviously it
was only right that the status quo should be restored. Accord-
ingly, at about 8 A.M. on the 26th, Ruffo and Baillie sent in a
joint note to both garrisons informing them of the position of
affairs, and announcing that under the circumstances the Russian
troops were being withdrawn. Accompanying this note, that
the garrisons might make no mistake about the situation, was a
copy of Nelson’s above-mentioned ¢opinion.’} At the sametime
Ruffo sent a sort of ultimatum to Nelson, announcing what he

* Sacchinelli, pp. 262-3. + Itid.

T In the Athencum of April 21, I notice that Professor J. K. Laughton
confounds this joint note of Baillie’s and Ruffu’s (which was sent in at
8 aA.M. on the morning of the 26th in order to open the eyes of the garri-
sons, and divest the senders of responsibility) with the minatory note
which, as said before, Nelson, acting entirely on his own account, had sent
into the castles on the 25th. The mistake is not unimportant, for, when
the true facts are recognised, it is obvious that we have here a proof that
Baillie and Ruffo were anxious to prevent any misunderstanding on the
part of the garrisons, and to act towards them in every respect fairly and
squarely.
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was doing, and adding that in order to restore the status quo he
would make further withdrawals.*

And now comes the really critical point in the whole trans-
action — critical for the reputation of everyone concerned.
Whether it was the withdrawal of the Russians, or the frightful
panic that consequently broke out in Naples, or the news of the
disaster to the Royalist arms at Capua, which rendered immedi-
ate expedition necessary—whatever was the cause, in two hours"
or thereabouts a complete change had come over the situation.
¢ At about 10 A.M.,” writes Micheroux, ¢ his Eminence wrote to !
me that Lord Nelson, having consented to put the capitulation ;
in effect, I must replace the Russian troops in the evacuated
positions. In proof of this, his Eminence sent me as urgent the
enclosed documents of Lord Nelson’s for the security of the
garrisons.’ t

What these documents were is a question belonging rather
Nelson’s biography than Baillie’s. Suffice it here that as far a
one can judge they appeared quite satisfactory to Micheroux.;
His demeanour was such that the garrisons did not ask to see’™:
them, but trusted to his mere word.} Presumably they also -
appeared satisfactory to Baillie, for he returned to his previous
commanding position, and presently proceeded to accord the
departing garrison of heroes the honours of war in accordance
with article 3 of the capitulation.§

¢ Some friends were breakfasting with me at Chiaja,’ so relates -
an anonymous reporter, presumably to be identified with.a certain
Mr. Harriman, ¢ when the Commander of the Russian forces was
announced (his name I think was Baillie, and he was nephew
of a Scotchman who commanded the Russian Navy). He
informed us that Nelson appeared more calm and quiet, and had
directed him to carry out the capitulation according to the terms
agreed upon, at which we all rejoiced ; but this proved to be only-
a ruse, for the ships on board of which the garrisons had

* Sacchinelli, p. 264.

¥ Avrch. stor. nap. XX1V,, Fasc. IV., p. 460. 1 [hid.

§ H. M. Williams’ Sketches, IL, pp. 320-1. Cf. Ragguaglio storico-critico,
by D. G. Vivenzio, Naples 1799, p. 9.
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>mbarked in the expectation of being taken to Toulon, we
Eastened astern of the English ships.” *
- Such authority is too weak to justify us in concluding th:
elson communicated with Baillie directly. The latter may
Simply have got his orders through Micheroux. But there is thi:
Important fact to be borne in mind, that as Nelson had been
orced to send in his note to the garrisons by himself (Ruffo having
sefinitely refused to act as an intermediary), so, now that there
as a change of plan, and embarkation not preceded by an act of
Yéurrender was to be no longer opposed, it was necessary to com-
\municate directly with them again if a misunderstanding were
to be avoided. But it is as certain as certain can be, from the
whole subsequent attitude of the capitolati, that though
Nelson’s two delegates, Captains Troubridge and Ball, did visit
the castles on the 26th, they gave no intimation that the change
of plan was merely formal, and that, though permitting them to
embark, Nelson would not permit them to sail.

Thus there was good reason for Baillie to be deceived, as well
as the republicans themselves. And further evidence that this
was the case is furnished by what followed. On June 29 the
republican leaders memorialised him and the other signatories of
the capitulation as to the infraction that was taking place, infrac-
tion of a capitulation which in their view had been conclusively
executed on the 26th;t and though Baillie’s response is not
forthcoming, yet we still have a notice which indicates what must
have been his sentiments. For on August 17, 1799, we find the
Neapolitan Diarist writing :—¢ To-day it is said that the Russian
Commandant has announced that either the capitulation must be
respected, or that he would retire with his troops, for he could

* The Nelson Cvat, edited by Evans, 1846. I should not venture to quote
from such an untrustworthy source (for the editor only claims that his
materials were ¢ furnished by a gentleman (anonymous) who had them from
the (anonymous) eye-witness himself,’ and the narrative is mostly absurd ;
but as there was no printed source in 1846 from which the réle played by
Baillie could have been deduced, it seems probable that here we have a
genuine reminiscence, however suspiciously it filtered down.

+ Sacchinelli, pp. 262-4.
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not permit the execution of people who, trusting in his word,
had surrendered and capitulated.’ * :
Such is the story of Baillie, unhappy in being not only signa-
tory, but also prime executor of the violated capitulation. On ]
whom the shame of the whole transaction rests, and whether thej
misunderstanding under which the garrisons evacuated their forts} .
was the result of bungling or design, are questions recently dis-§
cussed at length in my pamphlet Nelson at Naples, and I desire} .
here to raise nothing that is in any way controversial. My aim
has only been to record facts about a brave sailor whose career
was brilliant enough to merit something other than oblivion, and
whose name deserves to be freed from any suspicion of duplicity,

or dishonour.
F. P. BADHAM.

_ [
{

Arr. VIL—-THE REDUNDANCY OF SPINSTER
GENTLEWOMEN.

The Modern Marriage Market (a Symposium). 2nd Edition.
London : Hutchinson & Co.

MONG the many social questions of the day, which are
exercising the imaginations and pens of our modern
army of writers, there is one which seems latterly to have
aroused considerable interest, especially in the feminine world.
This is the alleged growing redundancy of unmarried gentle-
women in this country. In the present paper I propose to dis-
“cuss (1) the asserted fact, (2) admitting the fact, the apparent
or probable causes which have brought it about, and (3) whether
this redundancy can be anywise remedied or diminished.
That there is a great and increasing numerical dispreportion
between the sexes in the monde of to-day, concomitantly with a

* Arch. stor. nap. XXIV. Fasc. IIL., p. 282.
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certain decline of marriage, is without doubt a belief very widely
disseminated. It is taken for granted in many of the women’s
periodicals. And we shall quote some statistical figures, which
unquestionably seem to bear out the general impression, as to, at
11 events, the surplusage of unattached gentlewomen.
In an able paper contributed a few years ago to a leading
onthly,* Miss Clara Collet worked out some curious comparisons
f sex numbers founded upon the census of 1881. At that time,
t would appear, for every 100 males, there were in England and
ales 105, and in London as a whole, 112 females.t But in
Kensington, a quarter of the metropolis where the well-to-do
classes so largely congregate, the increased proportion of women
is startling. Here (disregarding the decimals), between the
ages of twenty and twenty-five in either sex, the percentage of
females was 196, or nearly double the number of males. From
twenty-five to thirty years of age, the ratio was 187, and between
thirty and thirty-five it was 172 women, to 100 men. Coming
now to the relative numbers of married and unmarried women,
we find that while over all England and Wales the spinsters en
masse stood as 178 to 100 women married, in Kensington the
disproportion rose to 256 per cent. Continuing the comparison
of wedded and unwedded into groups per age, the figures become
still more significant. For, while naturally in the first lustre
after quitting their teens, our all-England maidens would still
largely predominate over their married sisters—(the ratio was a
little over two to one)—in Kensington they were 540 unwed to.
100 wives, or more than five to one.

Among those aged in the next decade, twenty-five to thirty-five
years, the proportion, of course, takes a great jump down. Here
it is only 134 spinsters for 100 married, but even so in this period
of life the West End bachelor-women still considerably outnumber
the married. In the sacceeding crucial ten years, when a woman
has reached middle life and, if single, has nearly exhausted her

* Prospects of Marriage for Women, by Clara E. Collet. XIXth Century,
April, 1892. .

+ According to Mr. Holt Schooling, the 1891 Census gives the same
number for London, but 106 females for England and Wales.
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matrimonial expectations, the contrast between the spinsterhood
of the country generally and that of the Kensingtonian suburb
is intensified. For during this age-term there were in England
and Wales only twenty single women to every hundred wives,
while in Kensington the proportion of the former was more thanf
trebled, standing at 62 to 100 of the latter! These figures cer-
tainly seem to point to a serious disproportion of the sexes, or td .
other anomalous conditions, or to a mixture of both. .
But these numerals do not, till we come to analyse them, repre--
sent the real import of the case, or the actual overplus of gentle-
women in the West End. Miss Collet clearly demonstrates that
in the educated middle-class the surplus of women over men i
far above the average. She takes Shoreditch and Bethnal Greer
in London as fairly representative of a working-class district
without any upper middle-grade. In these two parishes, the
proportions being almost alike for each, for every hundred
married women there are only eleven to twelve spinsters. Now
note the remarkable contrast in the West End. Of the populs-
tion (270,000 in 1881) of Kensington, including Paddington,
seventy per cent. are estimated to belong to the working class.
This leaves thirty per cent. of better-class families, with their
domestic servants. But we saw above that this district contains
within the age 35-45 sixty-two spinsters to every hundred
married women. How many, then, of these sixty-two must we
apportion to the upper and middle rank, and how many to the
ranks below? We may put it thus. The Kensington wives
stand in the ratio of seventy working-class to thirty of the higher
class. Taking the Shoreditch figures for the operatives’ grade,
eleven and a-half single to 100 married, it results, roughly speak-
ing, that to every seventy working-class wives in Kensington we
may assign eight spinsters. Consequently, to the remaining
thirty wives of the middle and gentle orders we must perforce
assign the unmarried balance, that is, 54 spinsters! So then, in
the age between thirty-five and forty-five there are fifty-four.
single women inhabiting the Kensington district, to set against
thirty of their sisters who have entered into wedlock. Even
excluding count of the domestic servants, at that age the number
of spinsters in the servant-employing (i.c., the lower middle and"
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pper middle) classes of Kensington exceeds the number of
noarried women.

} Take yet a further comparison—the relatlve number of bache-
ldrs and spinsters aged thirty-five to forty-five in different
Igpcalities of our great metropolis.  Shoreditch, a poor man’s

bitat, shows the numbers about equal. In the Stepney and

‘'oplar quarters the men outnumber the women. Ascending in
the social scale, the females of Islington are 165 per cent. of the
u:ales, in Camberwell 200, in Hackney 230. In Lewisham the
percentage of women rises to 325, in Hampstead to 366 ; while
in Kensington, the highest average given, for every hundred un-
married men there are no less than 378 unmarried women.

Another curious fact is supplied by Miss Collet, bringing out
the regrettable prevalence of early marriages among the poorer
London folk. This is the percentage of girls married under
twenty-one years of age. In Hampstead these number only nine
per hundred ; in Kensington thirteen ; while in Mile End Old
Town and Bethnal Green, both resorts of the meauner sort, the
proportion mounts respectively to twenty-six and thirty-five per
hundred. The compiler of these statistics notices the complaint
of some that self-supporting women are less attractive than they
otherwise would be, but urges in fair retort that it is somewhat
ridiculous ¢ to expect a hundred women to devote their energies
to attracting fifty men!’

Mr. Holt Schooling in his 1891 census enumerations gives us
one or two further figures, which may interest the lady readers
of these pages. Out of every thousand spinsters who marry,
more than half do so between the ages of twenty and twenty-
four. One-fourth of the thousand wed within the next five
years, twenty-five to thirty. After thirty to this side of thirty-
five the number drops heavily, being only seventy-three per
thousand. In the succeeding quinquennate it sinks to twenty-
six; and after forty years of age there are but twenty spinsters
in every thousand, or one in fifty, who reach matrimony. He
further finds that bachelors ranging in age from twenty-five to
thirty-four prefer to marry women between twenty and twenty-
nine, while men aged from thirty-five to thirty-nine, and in the

i
1
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latter half of the fifties, incline to women ten years younger..
So much for statistics.

One might quote many women-writers who accept the fact o
the redundancy of women in the upper social strata of o
country. We are, writes Lady Jeune, ¢a community where th
female element is largely in excess of the male” ¢Take 5.
middle-class family of girls,’ says Mrs. Flora Steel, ¢ nice girls
good girls, pretty girls. Half of them cannot hope to marry
Over twenty years ago Mrs. Sutherland Orr, remarking on th
then large class of supernumerary women and the increasi
rarity of marriages, warned us that ¢ the falling-off in the possil%
number of English husbands is itself a complex fact deep,
rooted in the conditions of our modern English life’ Another
lady, the Hon. Coralie Glynn, recently advanced the view ¢ that-
Nature has her nuns as well as the Churches, and that these
women are at present a largely increasing body.” She rather
hails the advent of ¢ these Nature’s nuns, this race of physically
passive and of mentally neutralised women, which form such a
feature of our modern womanhood.” ¢In those Bee and Ant
communities,’ she adds, ¢ whose excellent laws are ever being held
up for our admiration, we know that the neuters—i.e., the non- -
child-bearing insects—perform many of the most indispensable
duties of the commonwealth. And may not our latter-day
women draw a not unfitting parallel from them %’

Accepting, then, the fact of the redundancy of the female
sex among our better classes, it almost follows as a corollary
that marriage in these classes must be falling off. That is to
say, the redundancy and the decline of marriage may be viewed
as interdependent facts. And so we are led to ask ourselves the
probable causes at the root of this dual disorder in the body
politic, for that both these conditions constitute a grave social
disorder and anomaly is hardly disputable.  Most of us will
agree with Sir Walter Besant that ¢everything is bad in an
economic sense which tends to prevent marriage, it being the
great safeguard of our national life.’

There is, to begin with, the increasing dearth of marriageable
males. In these days, young men of the better classes are fis
ing it more and more difficult to get employment at h
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Every father and mother of a family in the professional and
upper-middle walks of life will tell you the same tale as to this
Of our sons many go to India. Others in large numbers find
tlielr way to the colonies, where the average young gentleman
fmm the fatherland seeking work may be thankful if he succeeds
in’ earning one-half the wage of a skilled artian. Bat go over-
sea he does all the same. And there he may remain for years
or altogether ; or should he float home again like a fragment of
broken driftwood, as so many do, it is all one as far as his
marriageable utilities to the community are concerned. For in
the former case he is one male unit abstracted from society, and
in the latter he only returns to his relations to swell the ranks of
the ¢ detrimentals,’ to whom matrimony is a barred luxury.— -
In this country, again, the rates of living and the style of
living conventionally imposed upon the young Benedict are so
high that the bachelor has now begun to count the cost and to
abstain from offering himself in marriage. Besides, the compe-
tition for the various branches of work an educated gentleman
- starting in life cares to accept is enormous. The artistic avenues
are all terribly overcrowded. Except for a successful few at the
top there is barely a living, and that a precarious one, to be made
out of literature, music, pictorial art, or the stage. With the
more part of the votaries of these callings, it is an incessant
struggle for existence and daily bread.  Barristers are largely
briefless, and can seldom reckon on obtaining a marriageable com-
petency till well on into middle life. The clergy are worse off
still, though somehow they manage to wive on the most attenu-
ated resources, partly on the plea (which is probably in a measure
true) that the usefulness of a parish pastor is enhanced by his
being wed. Young gentlemen employees of the Government
offices are notoriously an impecunious class. And so for the
most part are the officers of the army and navy. Their habits
of life, too, are unhappily much more costly than their scanty
pay, plus allowances from parents, warrants; and they are
constantly being moved about from place to place, which
means heavy expense to the married. Consequently they
of the ¢Services’ are compelled usually to eschew matrimony,
and prefer to amuse themselves with the maidens of the



94 The Redundancy of Spinster Gentlewomen.

many well-placed families into which they are bid welcome
or preferentially with the younger married sirens, whose ¢
homes’ largely depend for their success upon the presence
these wearers of Her Majesty’s uniform. Moreover, it is bei
sorrowfully brought home to us that in modern warfare this o
country may have to sustain heavy and disproportionate loss
among the flower of its manhood, which again is a factor affe
g the marriageable ratio of the sexes. Probably the lawye
octors, and what are known as ¢ business men,’ stockbroker
accountants, bank officials, partners and managers in mercant;
houses, and such like, soonest amass money, and are most addi
to matrimony. But, at best, it results that a large proportiomn
the males of the more cultured class in these isles find the st.
of their requirements for maintenance such that marriage is
\of their reach, except they light upon a woman possessed of
:stantial means of her own. ¢The higher standard of comfi
writes Lady Jeune, a well-known aathority on social topicf
the treatise named at head of this article, ¢ which modern soci
requires, without any superfluities, makes marriage more diffiodh }
than formerly. q
Another point which makes for bachelorhood is the elabon-
) tion of the modern system of club life. Living in apartments, -
" with all the conveniences, not to say luxuries, of his club, or evea
" with the cuisine of any of the superior restaurants available im".
our larger towns, our young professional gentleman with a very
moderate income can command a good average of comfort. Im
an age when dining has been elevated into a fine art, and public:
resorts of amusement are multiplied, he has acquired the critical
tastes of a bon vivant, and a craving for out-of-home diversions,
into the nature of some of which it is perhaps best not to pry too
closely. An income triple or quadruple what he now spends-on
himself as a bachelor sybarite would hardly suffice to run a
married establishment on the same easy plane of luxurious bien- .
étre. For, the irreducible minimum demanded of the Society
married man in the way of menage is costly ; and even within
the last few years, says an authoritative London daily, ¢ manners
have changed, and the love of pleasure and luxury has grown




»

{

\ The Redundancy of Spinster Gentlewomen. %
\

vith the rapidity of Jack’s beanstalk” The Horatian maxim—
zuae virtus et quanta sit vivere parvo—may be all very well to
prreach to rustics and the meaner folk, but who of the well-to-do
in these days live up to it ?

1 All this, it is clear, operates against the modern gentle-spin-
ster, and tends to reduce the available supply of men likely to
ask her in marriage. It isin fact too true, as a lady put it to
me the other day with much point—that in our class of life ¢ there
are not prospective husbands enough, even indifferent ones, to
go round.” Hence ensue two results among the young women.
One is an intense competition to secure male partners, which is
bad both for the competer and the competed for ; the latter over-
appraising himself and prone to lose not only his head but his
manners. The other result is seen in those ladies who for one
reason or another fail in the competition. These are given to
put on an affectation of exaggerated independence, an air of in-
difference to what the male sex may think of them by way of
self-defence to cover their failure.

Mainly out of these causes, it seems probable, has sprung the
modern athletic young woman of the leisured classes, almost
wholly given up to outdoor pastimes of a more or less robust
and muscular character. In despair of shining socially on her
feminine side, or from malaise, or what not—in a few cases per-
haps from an unnatural preponderance of the sheer masculine in
her blood—she casts aside the usual role of woman, and tries to
take on that of the other sex. Moreover, it is to be noted
by the observant that this silly assimilation of male manners
and male sports is more cultivated among the young damsels
whose personal attractions are not their strong point, and who
have troubled themselves but little with genuine feminine
accomplishments.  Most of the portrait-groups of specially
athletic women one sees in the pictorial periodicals illustrate
this. In fact, the very exercise of muscular achievements
suitable only for men has the effect of hardening and roughen-
ing the feminine exterior; while it is too often associated
with a strident voice, a self-assertive manner, a brusque and
abrupt address to malekind, and a general lapse of attractive-
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ness. All of which attributes tend to damp a man’s matr
monial intents, and to throw him back into the inmost recess
of his bachelor shell. For it is perfectly palpable that the
is a large following of women in the classes as distinguish
from the masses, who are departing more and more from th
loveable type of woman which has been so dear to mankiu
in all past ages of the world. So that here we have
another factor operating, we may feel sure, against th
chances of matrimony to so many of the smart young wome
of to-day. To this point we will return presently. ,

Thus far, then, we have dealt with marriage from
modern male’s point of view, and have seen why it is het
become shyer of proposing himself for partnership with ‘the
‘new’ young gentlewoman. We will now consider the matter
from the platform of the woman herself, as she is interpreted
by certain of her sex, cultivated and informed women, who
have written most about her.

Three main causes of the alleged growing distaste on the part
of women for the risks and responsibilities of marriage are stated
by female writers to be these. (1) The increased liberty, indi-

" vidualism, and choice of careers, accorded to the sex, make them

less disposed to merge their freedom in matrimony. (2) The
deterioration of the average Society man, the inanity of his talk
to women, his self-absorption, his lack of urbanity to the other
sex, and so forth. (3) The asserted decay of the love sentiment,
the disparagement of marriage and of the home ideals, the
general dethronement of the Lares. '

As to the present-day independence of the better-class women,
we have abundant and incessant testimony. ¢ We agree,’ says
Lady Jeune, distinctly a believer in the modern young gentle-
woman, ¢ that women are much more mannish than formerly ;
and that has grown out of the greater freedom and independence
they now enjoy. It may have taken away some of the de-
pendence and softness of women, but it has given them a strong
individuality, strong opinions. . . . Girls think and act for
themselves.” Further, touching the effect of this upon matri-
mony. ¢Every year the increased independence which girls
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joy, and the feeling of the time in which they live, make them
leas anxious to marry, or to marry so early.’ *

4 Girls are now highly educated, writes the Countess of
Malmesbury, ¢so far as book-learning can make them so; they
are: allowed freedom undreamt of twenty years ago, and the
superficial knowledge of life they thus acquire is one of the most
dangerous elements in their present condition. An attitude of
independence, an indisposition to listen to advice, combined with
total ignorance of the real situation they are bent on creating for
themselves, is a spectacle which would be ludicrous if it were
not melancholy to those who know by experience the difficulties
which beset a woman’s life, even under most favoured conditions.’
Authority, she adds, is ¢ admittedly obsolete.’

At the 1898 Conference of Women Workers, Mrs. Rendall
spoke af the recent wider opportunities and the higher education
in which women have so fully shared. ¢ This change,” she says,
¢in circumstances and outlook—increased liberty and enlarged
range of professions—is common to girls of all classes” But,
observes Mrs. Frances Steinthal at the same Conference, ¢ the
general outcry to-day from our large towns is that the girls will
not be interested in good works, that they will not sacrifice
themselves for the good and happiness of others less favoured
than themselves’ ¢The surplus of females in the population,’
says Miss Sproule, an Inspector to the West Riding County
Council, ‘has forced on women in all ranks-the necessity of
working for their—daily-bread. . . . The old idea that a
woman's goal is marriage is fast disappearing’ According to\
Miss Ella Hepworth Dixon, ¢it is, primarily, the almost complete
- downfall of Mrs. Grundy that makes the modern spinster’s lot in
many respects an eminently attractive one. Formerly, girls
married in order to gain their social liberty; now, they more
often remain single in order to bring about that desirable con-
summation,’ -

Next, as to the alleged deterioration of the modern median
and upper-class male. Truth compels us to admit that here the

*The Modern Marriage Market, pp. 80-82. + Ibid., pp. 161-2.
XXXVIL 7
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female complainant has something by way of a grievance, thou
it may be a pertinent question how far she is herself responsi i
for the falling off in the old-world politeness. In a ford’
number of this Review I ventured to descant upon the latter-df
decay of manners in English society, including those of &
younger men towards the other sex.* What was then said if#-
only too easy to reinforce. [

Miss Hepworth Dixon claims among the reasons why wor
are ceasing to marry, the more critical attitude of her sexitr
wards their masculine contemporaries. The present generatin
of young women, she asserts, are apt to perceive in their suitors
certain

. ¢Of the least endearing qualities of the Anglo-Saxon race ; those quali-
" ties, it may be whispered, which, though eminently suitable for the making

! of empire, are not always entirely appreciated on the domestic hearth.

At present we are in a transition stage, and there is now-a-days
a certain amount of misunderstanding between the sexes which makes
marrying and giving in marriage a somewhat hazardous enterprise.’

The force of this indictment, however, is a little broken by the
subsequent remark: ¢This shyness at being caught in the

" matrimonial net is largely a characteristic of the modern English
maiden, for widows, like widowers, usually show an extraordin-
ary eagerness to resume the fetters of the wedded state.’” The .
modern male, after all then, must prove in general a satisfactory
mate, else why should the widow, after her experience of him,
be so keen to re-endue herself with the fetters, and re-embark
upon the hazards, of wedlock.

An American lady, writing some time back in the X/Xitk
Century, tells us she considers young English gentlemen greatly
inferior to their transatlantic congeners in respect of deferential
politeness shown to women, but in all that goes to make up the
polished gentleman, the faithful true-hearted friend, she prefers
the typical middle-aged, elderly Englishman. Strange to say, we
find that arch-priestess of female emancipation, who gave us The

* See Article, ‘ The Vaunts of Modern Progress *—Scottish Review, July,
1898, pp. 101-2.
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-4deavenly Twins, decrying the university graduate, while eulogis-
-ﬁ),g in contrast the military type of young man. From Aer it
o§mes as the unexpected to learn of the latter that

¢To the women of his own family he is usually charming, . . His
favourite pursuits are refined ; he abhors low company, and is not, as &

e, to be found in bars, public billiard rooms, or music halls. When he

does appear at such places he remembers that he is a gentleman. . . .
“His education has generally been sound . . . but whatever his attain-
‘ments, he is modest about them. . . . Both in public and private he
is a more agreeable person to deal with than the academic man. . . He
has his deficiencies. . . . But whatever his short-comings, if only he
extended to women at large the chivalrous consideration he shows to the
women of his own family, there would be very little fault to find with him,
. « . One could wish for all young men something of the soldier’s
training.’
I fear this is not the estimate of the British militaire most in
vogue with the female trumpeters of their sex’s claims. Though
possibly the splendid heroism of our officers and soldiers so
recently exhibited in warfare may have somewhat opened their
eyes to his virtues. .

There remains our third alleged plea adverse to marriage, the
discrediting of the Penates combined with a certain aloofness
from the old-fashioned love-ideal now affected by the modern
gentlewomam A well-known writer on women’s work, Miss
Frances Low, has described the decay of domesticity with much
force and candour.

¢ It is the fashion now-a-days to regard the special kind of work which
only a woman can do supremely well, and surpass a man in the
doing, with dislike and contempt, and to magnify the achievements, in
which women manage to keep a footing with no particular consequence to |
the welfare of mankind or progress. The domestic woman has become a
term of reproach with a certain section of women, who have not the wit or /
the grace to see that the perfect mistress of a house has faculties, qualities,
and talents, as fine, as rare and as valuable to the race, as those
manifested in any other notable department of intelligent human activity.

¢ This contempt of the most important of womanly arts has inevitably
influenced all classes of Society, and the present serious domestic service
problem is due in a great measure, I have no hesitation in asserting, to the
attitude which has been taken up by educated women, and which is tacitly
maintained in every High School throughout the Kingdom, where athletic
sports of the most pronounced masculine description are now accounted
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part of the education of English girlhood, whilst cookery, sewing,
housewifely arts, which every woman, no matter what her social
is upon occasion required to know, have no place in the time-tabl

. *The period of the highest female culture in Englar
Mrs. Orr, ¢was certainly not that in which women we
devoted to domestic work. . . ¢The wider spread of ec
and the ambitions which it creates tend visibly to the w
more unwilling performance of all the lower kinds of wor
New Woman movement, wrote the late Mrs. Lynn Lint:

‘Is due to the new conditions of society and domestic economy,
restlessness has been created, and the home occupations which

sorbed the sex have been superseded by general and special pr

Thus ‘the home naturally becomes monotonous, and girls and

women stream out of it to the club and the shop for the exciteme

cannot afford them. . . Women cry out in two languages. O

side they fall foul of the work that falls to the lot of their sex, th
keeping, the child-bearing and subsequent care of the children,

which life could not go on at all, nor society hold together. On the other,

_ they demand to share in all the occupations of men.’

‘The domesticated and home-loving woman,’” wrote Lady
Violet Greville near the middle of the present decade, ¢is now a
thing of the past, and home life par ezcellence is extinct’ ¢In
the house of life’ says Mrs. Devereux, ¢ there is only an attic
now for Cupid, instead of a great wide room. . . . In the
original woman, the impulse toward motherhood was spontaneous
and almost invariable’” But now, ¢hampered by her enormous
majority, the English maid has no certainty of an eventual
maternity, even if she desired it, which she frequently does not.’
¢Love,” writes a clever lady-novelist (‘George Paston’) ¢may
once have been a woman’s whole existence, but that was when
a skein of embroidery silk was the only other string to her bow.
In the life of the modern woman, blessed with an almost inex-
haustible supply of strings, love is no less episodal than in the
life of a man. It may be eagerly longed for, it may be tenderly
cherished, but it has been deposed from its proud position of
¢lord of all.””

* Profitable Employments for Educated Women. The Woman at Home,
May, 1899, .
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It will be seen by the reader that I have so far confined myself
women’s utterances about women, as being more convincing to
majority of the sex than what might be deemed the biassed
iews of men. Not, however, that men have been silent on the
mubpject, or blind to the modern influences adverse to matrimony
3n (the leisured classes. A well-known Italian writer, Guglielmo
errero, has given us his ideas thereupon in his recent work,
L’Europa Giovane. 'The emanc1pated modern Englishwoman,
“ belongmg to a sort of ‘terzo sesso’ or third neuter sex, as he
" styles it, is finding marriage more and more difficult. The class
of voluntary celibates, male and female, is, he thinks, assuming
alarming proportions. The increasing preponderance of the
spinster in Anglo-Saxon society strikes: Signor Ferrero as a fac
of the gravest significance. The competitor who now meets
man at every turn is a creature like the working bee, in whom
the desire to be a wife or a mother has been atrophied. *

* English Society,’ as he caustically puts it, will probably differentiate
itself into two classes with different functions : one of women designed for
the humble duty of preserving the species ; the other of sexless creatures,
intelligent, learned, industrious, but barren, living solely by the brain,
with heart and senses petrified. Thus, the higher education of women,
far from completing man’s felicity, and adding a new splendour to the
solution of the problem of love, will be a cause of fresh disappointment,
bitter conflicts, and worse complications.

Note that this writer and Coralie Glynn, while agreeing as to
the rise of this new class of sexless-minded women, differ materi-
ally in their appreciation of them.

We have reached, then, in this discussion, the following con-
clusions : That there is an increasing surplusage in this country
of spinster gentlewomen : That there have been a recent evolu-
tion and growth of certain currents in that social rank running
counter to marriage and thus tending to enlarge this sur-
plusage.

And now we will hark back to that other factor, of which I
have already spoken, and which, assuredly, must and does count

¥, . .« ‘potremmo paragonare’ he says, ¢ questa classe di donne alle

api operaie-sesso neutro di femmine in cui gli organi sessuali si sono.

atrofizzati’ . . . p.-32L.

/



102 The Redundancy of Spinster Gentlewomen.

in this direction among the better-class British

Yet it is something curious that so little notice has been

of this matrimonial handicap by our modern writers on t
feminist movement. Quite lately, however, it has been in
manner connoted by one lady treating of that section of her
who give themselves chiefly to athletic pastimes. To be

her main contention is the injurious effects, mental and

that are bound to ensue from the prevailing excess of

among young gentlewomen. But between the lines of
admirable essays on the subject one reads also the inevitable de-
thronement of the true womanly idéals, the lowering effect upon
man’s worship of his goddess, and a certain loss of attractiveness
which such women must suffer in the eyes of manly men. And
so, all unconsciously perhaps, our Mulier Musculosa is placing
another barrier between herself and her chances of matrimony.
The outburst of athletics among the middle and gentlefolk
circles, is scarcely over a dozen years old. But meantime it has
so bitten these classes that apart from the present war troubles
little is talked, little is done, little has a chance of being cared
for, among them, save muscular sports of one kind or another.
Boisterous bodily exertion ig enshrined in the modern young
lady’s creed and ambitions, as at once ‘the correct thing’ and
the chief thing in life worth living for. Of this insane muscle-
worship we see not yet the ultimate consequences; but Miss
Arabella Kenealy, doctor of medicine, with a large grasp of the
subject and a potent pen, has diagnosed the disease and its mis-
chievous results in a marvellously convincing manner.

In the first of her two essays on ¢ Woman as an Athlete,
which recently appeared in the columns of the Nineteenth Cen-
tury, Miss Kenealy begins by asking certain pregnant questions
concerning ¢ this flood of new activity which fills our illustrated
papers with portraits of feminine prize-winners, and our sporting
journals with female records” She proceeds to show that in
endeavouring inordinately to add to her muscle-power, the modern-
woman is doing so at the expense of her womanly faculties. Her
athletic pastimes have not conduced to her usefulness, nor has
her new physical energy been expended in the service of her.
associates. ‘The energy but urges her to greater museular:
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effprts in the pursuit of pleasure, or to her own repute.” In the
old\ days the average young woman accomplished much that was
unajmbitious but most practically useful in the house. Now she
findls no time for any of these ministrations. She considers her-
gelf | splendidly fit,” ¢ as hard as nails,’ but her mother, ¢ though
she ) rejoices in her young Amazon’s augmented thews and
sine'ws,’ cannot but sigh for the loss to the home. Unfortunately,
mata,,rfamlllas misconstrues the daughter’s muscle capability as
evidence of improved health, and, while she laments its results,
regards it as her maternal duty to be glad. But here Dr.
Arabella Kenealy bluntly steps in and disturbs the mother’s
complaisance. For she says :—

¢ It is a physiological fact that muscle vigour is no test even of masculine
health. A man in training, a man that is at the height of his muscular
capacity, is the worst of all subjects for illness. He has little or no resis-
tant power ; his recuperative quality is small. Athletes die proverbially
young. . . . And this, which is true of the sex whose province it is to
be muscular, is essentially more true of the sex whose province it is
not.’

Miss Kenealy next shows how this muscle-cult deteriorates the
woman in more ways than one,

¢ I dare but hint,’ she says, ‘ at a group of important functions, by the
physical deterioration and decadence of which the abnormal activities of
modern women are alone possible. Of what consequence, it may be
asked, is this to a race which views motherhood with ever-increasing con-
tempt? Of vital consequence, I answer, seeing that apart absolutely from
the incidence of motherhood, all the functions of the body—and some in
immense degree—influence and modify the mind and character. . . .
And it must be understood that such decadence and deterioration show
mainly in the loss of the very highest qualities of sex.’

This is plain speaking, but coming as it does from a lady and
a physician, such a warning should be no light matter of reflec-
tion for the class of women who seem to glory in breaking the
physiological bounds of their sex. ¢ One cannot possess,’ says
our essayist, ¢ all the delicately evolved qualities of woman to-
gether with the muscular and mental energies of man’ Of
course not, albeit Mulier Musculosa and her abettors would make
us believe she can. ¢ This modern woman, who, instead of serv-



104 The Redundancy of Spinster Gentlewomen.

ing for a terrible warning, is in danger of proving her
example, is restless, clamorous, is only satisfied when in evid
is assertive, and withal is eminently discontented.  She )
can get enough, for th2 reason that the thing she asks is no
thing to satisfy her nature’ The up-to-date female is I
¢ her power of sympathy, a quality which is in the inverse rat
the habit of assertiveness.” And assertiveness, says Miss Kenc
is the blemish of the modern woman. ¢The haze and colour
the higher womanly emotions—sympathy to understand, at
tion to be fond, imagination to idealise—¢ are being absorbed i
mere violence of movement physical and mental” How at
lutely true all this is, how self-evident to most of us, yet h
purblind to it seems the average young society woman, inte
only upon qualifying to be ‘ excellent woman-fellow ’ to man
mimicking his outdoor sports, even rough-and-tumble ones, a1
upon constituting herself as we have seen, ¢ hard as nails.’ :
Dr. Kenealy lays special stress upon the injury to womeal
physique and aspect produced by the muscular over-exercise
fashion among them to-day, and urges her point with a frank-
ness and emphasis a man could hardly venture to adopt in die
cussing such a theme. She is contrasting a new-muscular repre-
sentative of her sex with what the same girl was a year or two
before when as yet she had not physically hardened herself.
Then, ¢ her complexion was sensitive and variable;’ there was a
mysterious and nameless something about her only to be described
a8 ‘charm.” Now, she is still perhaps a good-looking girl ; her
complexion is possibly too strong in its contrasting tones ; her
glance is unswerving and direct.
‘ Where before her beauty was suggestive and elusive, now it is defined.
+ - The haze, the elusiveness, the subtlb suggestion of the face are

gone ; it is the landscape without atmosphere; . . . BShe inclines to
be, and in another year will be, distinctly spare\;\ the mechanism of move-
ment is no longer veiled by a certain mystery o motion which gave her
formerly an air of gliding rather than of stwiling from one place to
?nother. In her evening gown she shows evidgence of joints which had -
been adroitly hidden beneath tissues of soft flesfh, and already her modiste
has been put to the necessity of puffing and pj

planned the tenderest and most dainty of devi

muscular and less womanly. Where they ha
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!{ow they are abrupt and direct. Her voice is louder, her tones are asser-
tive. She says everything—leaves nothing to the imagination.’

:Could anything well beat this for a portrait to the life? It is
unmistakeable. We have the woman before us in all the panoply
of mannish mail with which she has encrusted herself.

In a second article, Arabella Kenealy emphasises with further
telling illustrations the points she had previously made. She
distinguishes in woman’s anatomy between the voluntary muscles
the athletic woman is so desirous to develop, and the involuntary,
and explains how the latter ¢ are worked by means of an exten-
sive nervous network known as the sympathetic nervous system.’
This nerve-sysiem it is—

¢ Which determines the beautiful and wonderful evolvement of the girl
into a woman. . . . The straight up-and-down lines of the girlish
frame, which subserved the locomotive energies essential to growth, evolve
into graceful curves and dignities. Her eyes are illumined with a new and
tender light.’

¢Now,’ she says, ‘watch this development thwarted by athletics.
. « . Instead of a regeneration there is a degeneration. Instead of
physical enrichment there is but physical impoverishment. She loses the
charm of childhood without gaining another. She remains unlovely or
grows coarse. She stops short at the puerile stage with the straight up-
and-down lines of the puerile type, or she assumes the stout and sturdy,
it may be gross, lines which are a degeneration from it. And it is this
puerile type, or the degeneration from it, which is increasing largely among
our modern women.’

Those of us with seeing eyes have long taken note of this
from the female object-lessons around us.

The foolishness of women’s muscular ambitions is thus further
enforced.

.

¢When Nature had given impetus sufficient for the girl’s bones and
muscles in those earlier years of unrestrained activity, she set a check upon
these by investing her with special disabilities—the added width and
weight of hip, for example, which (when these exist) must always be a bar
to muscular achievement. For Nature had other uses than merely mus-
cular for this fine beautiful creature she had proudly evolved—moral,
spiritualising, tender, and dainty uses wherein muscular abilities have
little portion.’

The woman who has assumed the masculine variation from
the puerile stage of life may be an ¢ excellent fellow,’ but as a
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feminine human creature she is a failure. She has not reachec
her proper full development. ¢ She will never be the inspir
tion of any man’s life.’ 4

Nevertheless, Miss Kenealy is careful to say that in itself s
has no objection to the bicycle for women, as a means of taki
air and wholesome exercise. Where, she says, the danger
is that this locomotor is apt to convert itself into a hobby-ho
which may ride its master, and still more its mistress, |b
physical destruction. So, of course, with other more distirge-
tively manly pastimes which our modern women are misguided
enough to take up. The significance of the old Greek phrase
—@épeabas dxros Tdv adw. to race beyond the olives—is lost sight
of. Too often, whatever the form of bodily exertion, they
will go too far.

Our author points this moral, too, by suggesting from con-
creto examples in her own experience the superiority of the
offspring of women of the quiet, emotional, but intensely femi-
nine type over those of the more muscular and more robust
mothers who have rejoiced in ¢that robustness which is
degeneration from the womanly type’ . . ¢The muscular
roformer sces as woman’s highest goal her capacity for doing
things that men do, whereas her true value lies in her capacity
for doing things men cannot do.’ This is admirably put, and
ono would have thought a self-evident truth. For, as she
otharwise pointa out, ¢ masculinity not being proper to women,
in a thing with no relation to the fine thing called manliness,
as offominacy in & man is no very noble rendering of the noble
thing ealled womanliness’

*Iinnlly," sayn Miss Kenealy, ‘one grows ashamed and
weary of the perpotual vauat of emergence and emancipation.
Now for the first time we are Women—free to use our down-
trampled powers —is our modern boast ; whereas, if the truth
bo told, we are in no way nobler, finer, or more suited to our
age than were the women who have gone before us.’

Elrewhere Dr. Arabella Kenealy is to the full as emphatio.
She is deeply dirappointed that the so-called woman’s move-
ment should have resolved itself mainly into a oult of mus-
cularity., The athletic female, instead of using her modern
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privileges for the evolvement and enrichment of her woman-
hood, has devoted fhem ¢ to the development of the masculine
within her” She cannot expend two-thirds of her nerve-forces
upon her muscles, and yet have more than a third left for
other faculties. We are told, says Miss Kenealy, that the
modern English girl has grown tall as well as muscular, and
has made a distinct approach in figure to the male model.
‘The new type of English girl’ says one of her champions,
‘owes her increased height to an increased length of leg,
whereas anatomists have always taught us that ‘a womsan’s
legs should be shorter in proportion to her height than are a
man’slegs. . . . Her proportions are now very nearly the
same as those of a man.’

To this opponent, Arabella Kenealy aptly replies:

‘Had this writer been a pliysiologist, he would have known that so
marked a change as he describes, and which has, in fact, occurred, could
only have happened at the expense of loss elsewhere. We cannot acquire
the characteristics of men without losing our own. It would not be just
that one sex should possess the capabilities of both. And it is from
degeneration of her especial physical organisation that woman has acquired
the greater length of limb.” . . , ‘It is the duty—and should be the
cherished privilege—of women to hold some of their forces in reverent
reserve. . . . This she can never do by expending all her forces in
athletics, or in social exhaustion, or in spoiling that especial organisation
which alone enables her to advance the human type.’

Miss Kenealy declares she has ‘never known any woman
who, after two years of athletics, retained any pretension what-
soever to charm’ . . . ¢The athletic woman (and by the
term I mean women accustomed to strong, but not necessarily
extreme exercise) passes through the human epochs of love-
making, marriage, and motherhood with the most astounding
insensibility. She has lost her capacity for idealising.’ *

Thus and thus argues Arabella Kenealy with trenchant
directness, and in a literary style at once powerful, dignified,
and impressive. I cannot recall anything that has been written
on the modern mannish woman so searching in its exposure of

*Woman as Athlete, by Arabella Kenealy, L.R.C.P. Duily Telegraph,
17th June, 1899. -
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her foolishness, or more instinct with sober, sane practice
truth. It were well if a short digest of the dicta from whik
we have quoted could be printed, framed, and hung up ove
the toilette-table of every young woman of the better classes:
in the English-speaking world. For our modern masculjne
feminine sees not yet the aftermath of her athletic antics. fNo
me digas oliva, hasta que me veas cogida,” shrewdly runsf the
Spanish proverb ; and it may be a generation or more ere!the
full fruitage of her cult of muscularity is made manifest.

What, then, is the bearing of the foregoing views of our
lady-doctor on the present unnatural surplusage of spinster
gentlewomen ? Manifestly, that our ‘hard as nails’ girls of
to-day are handicapping themselves for betrothal no less than

* for matrimony. In a sense they have turned themselves into
monstrosities, They fall short of being men, and do not attain
to being, in the proper loveable acceptation, women. It is
well nigh impossible for a man to make a lode-star of a woman
of the modern muscular type. A distinguished London Daily
gauged the situation accurately in a leader on Miss Kenealy’s
first article.

¢ Men,’ we there read, ‘have not dared for a long time past to explain
why it was that, while they held out the right hand of friendship to the
¢ jolly good fellow ”” into whom some other man’s sister had developed as
the result of bicycling and golfing, they still had hidden regrets for the
dear delightful woman she might have been had she just clung to the duties
and pleasures that sufficed to fill. her mother’s life. . . . They took
these new healthy girls as good friends, and cycled with them, and played
golf with them, and they never dreamt of marriage except when they were
alone, and took to exercising their imagination. Then they remembered
what their elders had told them, or let them guess, of the delights of
wooing a maiden in the old days, and all the dear uncertainties.” *

The younger men in society, following the passing fashion,
may affect interest for a time in your girl-votaries of muscular
games, and occasionally be drawn into marrying them, but
deep down in his heart of hearts the manly man knows well
enough that it is not with the Amazon or tomboy class of woman
- that his sympathies lie.

* Morning Post, 31st March, 1899.
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“"‘i'_ {Amazonia, too, herself knows there is something wrong, anc

g‘s“a shrewd uneasy suspicion that her man-comrade is more

®nd more shirking matrimony ; and that consequently spinster
&entlewomen are an increasing quantity. But touching the
Imuscle cult she is somewhat myopic, and does not suspect her
own attitude to him and the incongruity of her pursuits as any-
wise responsible for the situation. She fancies her physical sta-
ture has increased, and so she thinks to herself what Rosalind
(for a temporary purpose) says to Celia in As You Like It,

¢ Were it not better
Because that I am more than common tall,
That I did suit me all points like a man ?
A gallant curtle-axe upon my thigh,
A boar-spear in my hand ; and—in my heart
Lie there what hidden woman’s fear there will—
We’ll have a swashing and a martial outside,
As many other mannish cowards have
That do outface it with their semblances.’

There is little doubt many of our modern Antiopes and Mar-
pesias would, if only fashion led the way, return to woman’s
masculine mimicry of the days of Imperial Rome, when gentle-
born ladies were wont to patronise charioteering and gladiatorial
pastimes. Efforts have been made by certain emulous ladies to
annex for their sex the game of polo, but this supreme folly has
so far been spared us. Fencing among them, it seems, is grow-
ing in popularity, and some of us may live to see a New
Woman’s pentathlon introduced as the natural evolution from
women’s cricket, hockey, football, aud the like. The feminine
passion for athletics in Juvenal’s time synchronised with woman’s
emancipation from restraints and with a decline in marriage,
which last became unfashionable among the wealthier classes.
The Latin satirist comes hard down on the lady athlete, who
goes in for feats of strength and flies from her sex (quae fugit a
sexu). We see her wrappers of Tyrian purple; her unguents;
the gladiatorial belt, gauntlets, crest, and half-covering for the
left leg ; which she has assumed. We hear the blows she in-
flicts on the training post as she goes through her pancratic
exercises. ¢ Aspice quo fremitu’ exclaims the poet, ¢ monstratos
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perferet ictus.” (‘See with what a cry she drives home
thrusts that have been shown her).’ Truly, he adds, a wor
most worthy of the trumpet of the Floralia! Could we no'
hands to-day upon scores, ay hundreds, of young matrons,
maidens, whose ambitions are pretty much summed up i
trampetings of our modern Floralia, or, let us say, Olyn
These are they, a numerous band, who would fain wear the jil
skin of Herakles, and are for ever seeking some new Pind 'sd
the periodicals to sing paans to their muscular achievementes -

Even that eminently fair-minded publicist, Mr. Lecky, iyl
latest work, The Map of Life: Conduct and Character, is o
strained to admit (p. 228) ¢ that amusements which have no kisl
of evil effect on men often in some degree impair the graces «
character of women,’ and that one sex cannot with impunity try
to live the life of the other.

What then can one suggest by way of antidote or check ia
some measure to the growing redundancy of spinsters in our up-
per and middle grades of society ?

" Much assuredly might be done by more serious efforts to
set up agencies whereby our unmarried gentlewomen might
be induced without losing caste to emi to our Imperisl
dependencies, where the cultured nmale element is at present
enormously in excess of the female. Much again—and this is
a real practical possibility lying at our hand—might be
effected by a reform in the super-sumptuary habits of the day
already descanted upon: by a return, in short, to households
and menages conducted with more simglicitz and economy.
¢Let life be simplified all round,” a lady writer has sensibly
put it. 'Let early marriages on modest incomes become
the rule and not the exception,, as they used to be, and
they still are in the lower middle ranks of society. But, for
this to be effective, the set of custom and the seal of fashion
must lean that way; of which at present there is no sign,
but mischievously the reverse. For to-day we are most of
us in thraldom to the fetich ‘that one must live up to the

times, or to one’s neighbours, or to oue's social obligations
and what is expected of ua.’
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énd lastly, if she would diminish the disproporti
bw(helorhood of the country, the young damsel of the
<Classes must turn over a new leaf, and in her thoughts, wor
and works give some heed, not alone to the advice
maturer and more discerning of her own sex, but likew
__the average man’s opinion of her. The wisest woman, =
distinguished author, is she who suspects that men are
As to some things this is probably a true saying, notably in1
pect of the male instinct concerning the manner of mate
would desire to live his life with. At present, the ordinary man
regards the Amazonian girl of epicene tendencies rather as one
views a freak of nature, only that the freak in this case is not
Nature’s, but an artificial social product. He looks at her
critically, sorrowfully, while in the matter of matrimonial lean-
ings towards her he too often holds his peace and goes his
way. It may be, could he get behind her mannish mask, the
starved modicum of genuine woman within her might reveal
itself, and be weaned back to tread the dear old paths of
enchantment. But she cannot have her bread buttered on
both sides. She must not expect to go in for the role of the
male, and yet exact his deference or win his devotion.

I say our girls of the social midlands and higher levels must
reconsider their position and their ways, if they would check
one of the contributory causes of the augmenting bachelorhood
and spinsterhood within their ranks. The frantic pursuit of
mere outdoor personal amusement must be abandoned.
The delights of hockey, with its occasional incidents of
bandaged heads, broken teeth, and bruises, must be left
to the virile sex which has to do for the most part the
rough-and-tumble work of the world. The feebleness of
adult girl’ cricket, their farcical attempts at football,
the overstrain of their bicycling (not its moderate use),
with all the diverse forms of sport and muscular exertion un-
suited to the female, and so constantly overdone, must be dis-
carded. And still there will remain for the sex healthful
outdoor recreation in plenty. Manners must be mended. The
use of men’s slang ; sporting and stable talmgrowing

-
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habit of ladies’ smoking ; * the mannish stride, the swagéa,_
the knock-you-down demeanour, the strident self-asser;
voice tones—all must go. The sweetness and refinementsythe
sympathetic atmosphere, the graciousness and graceh of
woman’s genuine nature—after our mothers’ pattern—must
return into favour. That this will tome about before our new
century is half over I firmly believe. The swing of the social
pendulum will by that time have done its work. Woman tra-
vestying as athlete, like the New W oman of evolution and of
bygone revolutions, has not come to stay. She will pass;
and her sisters of the future will look back and marvel what
bad dream it was which for awhile possessed so many of the
gex. For men’s views of woman must in the long run tell,
and help to bring her back to ways of sense and sanity. And
men’s impassioned regards will ever turn, not to her muscu-
larity, not to her self-sufficiency, but to her beauty and gentle-
ness and amiability and daintiness, till the heavens fall and
the sea gives up its dead. '
T. P. W.

* From the latest literature about ladies’ clubs in London, we learn that
there is one which boasts a special smoking room where a lady can ask a
male guest to smoke a cigar with her. And most of these clubs, it seems,
provide a smoking-room for their members. Lady Jeune has recently
noted with deprecation the growth of smoking among ¢ smart > women.
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Art. VIIL-THE FUTURE IN SOUTH AFRICA.

OW that the Republican forces have abandoned, one after
another, their much-vaunted strongholds, and our army has
gained a footing in the Transvaal, there is some colour in the
reports which are becoming current of the formation of a peace
party in the Boer Councils, and the probably early collapse of the
war. It may be remarked in passing that there is a precedent
for such a course of events. In 1842, the emigrant farmers of
the Republic of Natalia resisted the troops sent to carry out the
British occupation of the territory ; and in the first encounters
gained considerable advantage over them. For a month they
held the troops closely invested at Berea, beside Durban. In the
meantime King had made his famous ride to Grahamstown, rein-
forcements were despatched with all haste, and they arrived in
time to relieve their comrades. The transports crossed the bar
under a heavy fire from the enemy, at short range, when all
resistance ceased. Next day the farmers were in retreat;
desertions took place from their ranks wholesale, and so bitter
was the dissension and recrimination in their councils that the
batter among them recognised, perforce, the futility of further
resistance, and entered into negotiations with the British re-
presentatives. As detailed in the pages of Theal, or of Cloete,
who was an eye-witness of the later scenes, this episode offers a
curious parallel to the events of the present time. There are the
same preliminary negotiations; the same ill-concealed purpose to
avoid coming to terms on the Boers’ side, tempered by a strangely
expressed conviction of the righteousness of their cause; the
same military errors on our part, and the same breaking up of
the Boer resistance on the arrival of British reinforcements. It
is noteworthy that Lord Roberts has never had a pitched battle
to fight since he began his advance. The main body of the Boer
army has practically abandoned in succession each of the posi-
tions where it was expected to make a stand, as soon as the
opposing force got into contact with it. As in Natal sixty years
ago, so now on the borders of the two republics dissensions are
XXXVI 8
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breaking out, and the opinion is freely expressed in Colonial
circles that active resistance will soon be at an end.

Prophecy before the event is dangerous; but in some way or
other, with or without a final effort by the Boers, the end is sure
to come soon. In these circumstances, it will be well to look
forward and consider some of the problems which will have to be
faced after the war. These are really the heart of the South
African question ; though they appeal less to the popular fancy,
they are in a sense far more serious than all the alarms and
sacrifices of a campaign, and their solution will demand no less
watchfulness, endurance, and perseverance.

First and foremost, the status of the Republics. The Colonial
Secretary is reported to have stated that they will be governed
as Crown Colonies. This is as it should be. Loyalist feeling in
South Africa has all along dreaded the possibility of a repetition
of the weakness of 1881, by which the disaffected elements in
South Africa would still be left with a rallying point. It may
be remarked that the writer has heard the opinion freely ex-
pressed that a policy similar to that now announced might well
be pursued with regard to Cape Colony. It is thought that the
freedom from political excitement which would result from such
a course would give the country time to settle down ; and for
their part, loyalists would count any temporary loss of political
privileges as more than compensated for by a period of quietness
and prosperity. To that end, however, the destruction of the
hegemony of the Transvaal ought to be sufficient. If all reports
are true, the agitation with which the Afrikander Bond is com-
monly credited, was fostered from Pretoria. The ¢ race-feeling,
of which certain Dutch prints make so much, dates from 1881,
as does also the open avowal of forming a united South Africa
under its own flag. Pretoria was, as it were, the Mecca of the
Dutch Afrikander. It is said that in many districts the
machinery of the Bond was to have been used as a quick and
secret way of gathering its members round the invaders’ flag.
Why it failed at the critical moment, whether the Dutchman’s
care for his own interests, or other influences, came into play,
and prevented a general rising of the Dutch population from
taking effect, is probably more than we shall ever know. But
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doubtless the same reasons which have already been operative,
will be still more so in the future, and the disloyal Dutch ele-
ment will go quietly. The annexation of the Orange River
Colony must dissipate any lingering dream of British magnani-
mity being prevailed on by their entreaties. When their hopes
have been so signally disappointed there can be little left to
aspire to, and in course of time even the most unreasoning
of them must come to see the uselessness of working for the un-
attainable. They have staked everything and have lost. They
have been made to see that South Africa is not ons Land, the
peculiar preserve of the Dutch, but a part of the Empire, and it
surely will not be lost on them that every community of British
descent or allegiance has aided in impressing the fact upon them.
The Imperial Government is evidently at one with the people in
the determination that the disturbing element in South African
affairs shall be rendered powerless for evil. The danger in
future does not lie with the Afrikanders, but with ourselves.
There must be no weakness or relenting in carrying out the
pacification of the country, no getting the ear of ministers or a
party, no sentimental or pedantic following of political axioms
out of season. If the loyalists are willing to disfranchise them-
selves for the sake of the common weal, there can be no reason
for restoring any measure of political liberty to those who have
been open enemies or secretly disaffected, urtil they have placed
their repentance and amendment beyond question.

In Cape Colony and Natal there are districts where a large
portion of the inhabitants made common cause with the enemy.
In their case a demand has been made for general disfranchise-
ment. Here, again, the loyalists would willingly forego their
rights for a time. Probably if any great number of the rebels
are brought to book, the result would be to secure a preponder-
ance of loyalist votes. A conviction for treason entails disfran-
chisement for five years. Whichever course is followed, we may
probably look for a loyalist majority in the Legislative Assembly
of Cape Colony for the next few elections, which will give time
for things to take a decided course. Over and above this, there
is the prospect of a large number of the more moderate Afrik-
anders forsaking the Bond, and casting in their lot with the



116 The Future in South Africa.

Imperialists. Some organs of opinion count largely on this, and
declare that the day of the Bond is now past. Says one, ¢ With
the overthrow of Bond influence, which is the chief source of
disloyalty in the Western Province, there will be a revulsion of
feeling among Afrikanders. They will see the mistake of setting
themselves against everything English; they will see that an
Englishman can be a good and a desirable neighbour.” Apart
from his politics, the Dutch Afrikander, such at least as the
writer has met in the Colony, is a reasonable enough being.
From his circumstances, he is a man of few ideas, to which he
adheres through thick and thin, and is too much under the in-
fluence of his cleverer and unscrupulous compatriots, but he and
the English farmers about manage to live in peace, and have
dealings with each other. They are not, perhaps, often very in-
timate, but they are friendly and neighbourly with each other.

As to the chances of a prolonged military occupation of the
Orange River Colony and the Transvaal, the present writer is
of opinion that it is not likely to be necessary. Past experience
has shown that the Dutch are amenable to a sound beating. If
they are made to realize that they are thoroughly beaten this
time, they will have no desire to try the fortunes of war again.
Even an overwhelming police force will hardly be necessary.
The Boer is, true to his name, essentially a farmer, and desires
nothing more than to be left in peace to follow out his occupa-
tion. If it can be brought home to him that his farm is as much
his own under the Queen’s government as under the Volksraad,
he will soon settle down into a peaceable subject. Now he will
know the hopelessness of open rebellion, and if he can further be
made to know that failure can only result in confiscation of his
farm, he will, like a prudent man, refuse to run the risk.

While writing this, the report of the People’s Congress at
Graaf-Reinet has come to hand. At this, which was simply a
gathering of the members of the Bond under a change of name,
much talk was indulged in about the iniquity of annexing the
Republics, and gloomy vaticinations were indulged in as to the
future of South Africa. We may be excused for thinking that
they are for the most part mere sound and fury, signifying
nothing. The average Dutch Afrikander has too strong an
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instinct of self-preservation to embark on anything like rebellion
unless he is sure of success.

* The most interesting side of the race question—which, after
all, is the kernel of the South African problem—is not its poli-
tical but its social side. The decisive battle for the supremacy
of the Dutch or British factor in the population will be fought
out, not on the hustings, but in commerce, in agriculture, and in
the professions. What the Dutch dread is that they will either
be forced to the wall, or become assimilated to the other race in
the country. Before the outbreak of the war, one of them was
reported to have said that they must withhold from the Out-
lander the franchise and everything that would induce him to
settle in the Transvaal, or else they would be swamped and
would see their children become ¢ poor whites,” as had happened
in the Colony. There is some ground for this dread. The
struggle between modern ideas and those of the seventeenth
century can have only one termination. And in many respects
the typical Boer is a couple of centuries old in his ideas. There
are strong men who will not go outside of nights for fear of
ghosts. The present writer has heard most circumstantial ac-
counts of ghosts which have been seen and felt. One particu-
larly well-attested story had its scene laid in the bedroom which
he occupied on a farm. They make no secret of employing
remedies which the writer never saw mentioned elsewhere than in
sixteenth-century manuals, the blood of puppies, sheeps’ entrails,
decoctions of lice, and other broth of abominable things. A
charm against toothache was found on the body of a Boer after
a recent skirmish. These things must have come with the
earliest settlers in the country. In many other respects their
ideas are equally antiquated. It will be remembered that the
first railway in the Transvaal was opposed on the ground that it
was impious and unscriptural. Even so devoted an admirer of
the Boers as Mrs. Schreiner represented one of her characters
as saying that it is sinful to use soda for soap-making when God
had put the lye-bush on the veldt. Their piety exhibits the
same peculiarity. It is a strange reading of Scripture, uncon-
sciously twisted to fit the narrow circle of their ideas. They are
the chosen people who have reached the land foretold after many
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wanderings. Like the Old Testament characters, they lead out
their flocks and herds, they have contentions about pastures and
wells, the locusts, the drought, and the murrrain of Scripture
still are visited upon them, and, true to old-fashioned ideas, they
regard these things not as provocations to resource and energy,
but as visitations which it would be impious to do aught else
than endure. One result, among others, of such an attitude is
that, while in Australia sheep scab has been stamped out, in the
flocks of South Africa it is continually recurring.

Such a mental equipment is hardly enough to enable its pos-
sessor to hold his own with men who come from centres where
modern ideas prevail. He must go to the wall, and see others
more adventurous and resourceful than himself prosper by means
which never entered his head. So it proved in the Transvaal.
Had the Transvaalers been left to themselves, it is safe to say
they would never have worked the mines for generations. They
have not enough of the spirit of association and enterprise which
is necessary to working the deep level mines through refractory
rock. Of all the companies, not one is a Boer venture ; or if
there is one, it is not of any great name. Johannesburg has
been described as more English than Cape Town. Its trade and
professions were in the hands of Europeans; even its Boer
officialdom was officered largely by Hollanders. It was no
place for the genuine Boer. He knew it only by report as a
den of wickedness—a new Babylon he would no doubt have
called it. In reality it was a centre of ideas and activities utterly
beyond him. He might exact tribute, but could never become a
partner of them.

A speaker at the People’s Congress echoed an opinion which
even English Colonials often repeat. ¢They cannot do without
the Dutch as pioneers. Rhodesia is waiting to be settled, and
there we are indispensable” A paragraph to the same effect
went the round of the newspapers recently. According to it the
Boer is the man of the land. He can live amid arid sarround-
ings on the produce of his flocks, while, as the writer put it, the
Englishman must have tinned beef, tinned jam, and a thousand
other imported delicacies—all the luxuries of the Saltmarket, as
Bailie Nicol Jarvie would have said.
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It is to be feared that the converse of this.is true, not that
the country cannot do without the Dutch as pioneers, but that
the Dutch are nowhere without room to pioneer in. North
America and Australia have been pioneered much better than
South Africa, without their aid. Generations of a nomadic life
with all the country to trek in have produced a section of Dutch
society well nigh unfit for any other existence. The ¢ poor
white’ class is entirely recruited from their ranks.  Dutch
farms present the same picture as the small properties of France
or the crofts of our Scotch Highlands. Farms have been sub-
divided till they are only enough to keep life alive in men and
cattle. Every Dutch farm has its dywooner or poor dependant,
often more than one. Some of them resemble small villages.
Out of many cases which have come to his hearing or observa-
tion, the writer may refer to one. A few miles off at the foot
of_the mountains, he can see a large farm steading. The farm
is in one of the best districts of the Colony. It is extensive, and
at a distance looks a comfortable and prosperous place. The
real owner is an old man of more than eighty years. His eight
sons have each a portion of the farm assigned to them. They
are married and have families, who in their turn have descend-
ants, so that on a very moderate computation the place is bur-
dened with sixty or seventy persons. They have no stock, and
live from hand to mouth or the produce of their lands and by
training oxen and horses for their more prosperous neighbours.
From one of them a neighbour rented his share of the veldt,
and makes £100 a-year from what costs him fifteen or sixteen.
Add to this the intermarriage so common in such cases and its
consequent degeneracy and idiocy, and one has some idea of the
state of affairs. The old man holds tight to his property; the
sons are waiting for his death. Then the farm will be put on
the market. Each will receive three or four hundred pounds as
his share of the proceeds, and will go into the nearest village and
live like a lord for a time, after which he will be left without
hope or resource. In former times when land was abundant,
and huge farms were practically given away, such things could
scarcely happen. Now, unless the Dutch Colonist chooses to go
into the Transvaal or Rhodesia, or some other part where
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there is unoccupied land, he must either find some new
occupation, or linger on a patch of ground not enough to
support a few hundred sheep. This land question, as it wounld
be called at home, is not the result of the land passing into a few
hands, but of simple overcrowding and improvidence. Farms
are overstocked with men and animals till some day Nature will
make a clean sweep. Much has been said about the African
farmer's lot, persevering against drought and pestilence and a
thousand other difficulties; but the fact remains that hitherto
he has done little to remove or obviate these difficulties, and
those who would have done so, have had to attempt it single-
handed. The Dutch farmer’s ideal is to trust his flocks to Pro-
vidence, to make enough to retire and live in a dorp, and pos-
sibly purchase farms for his sons. The land-hunger is strong on
them. A farm can be bought by a penniless man. The banks
will advance the price on mortgage, and the purchaser poses as
the owner of the place which he really holds at pleasure of the
bond-holder. Thus he has no more the opportunity than the in-
clination to improve his farm, to fence, to build dams, to try and
devise some way of overcoming the natural disadvantages of the
country. The agrarian party have been peddling for years at
protective duties, and free this and that to the farmer, and have
allowed the Orange River and thousands of tons of rainfall to
run to waste. Had half the energy and money of the Bond been
spent on one thorough irrigation scheme, the country would have
been better served by them than it has.

To return to the farmers : that there are swarms of cumberers
of the ground is not the result of latifundia. In such parts of
the Colony as the writer knows, very few of the huge old farms
remain entire. Farms of from 15,000 to 20,000 morgen (a
morgen is a couple of acres) are now divided into two or three.
But the old state of affairs is gradually coming back. Those
farmers who do prosper, find their stock become too many for
their ground, and gradually hire or purchase from less industrious
or prosperous neighbours. One case in particular the writer
knows where a farm has been hired in portions by farmers some
fifty miles distant, and used as relief stations for surplus stock.
These and many others have prospered simply by attending to
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their business. To talk of the natural disadvantages of the
country is unfair. Of course, where the pasture is reckoned to
support about a sheep for every half-dozen acres, one does not
expect a paradise, but the country is good, and every judicious
investment tells.

- The time is coming ‘'when it will no longer be enough to do
with things as they are—which is, in reality, the extent of the
Dutchman’s excellence as a pioneer. The consciousness of a
need, a properly directed discontent, is, after all, the incentive to
progress. The reactionaries who have been content to go on as
their forefathers did, and leave things worse rather than better,
must either join the progressives or be crushed out by them.
The opinion is general that after the war South Africa will enter
on a new era of prosperity, the progress that has been delayed so
long will then have a fresh start, and those who represent the
energy and ability of the country will at last have their say. A
well-known writer recently used words to the effect that it was a
land that had been shamefully starved. That is the case. Here
there is nothing to show such as has been accomplished under
similar conditions in Australia, or even in Mexico. A comparison
with the former is instructive. Mining there has none of the
hindrances which have convulsed the Transvaal. Cape wool
fetches about half the price of Australian. The Australian
export wine trade is increasing steadily, that of the Cape is a
thing of the past.

The Cape at one time supplied horses to the Indian Govern-
ment, now they are got from Australia. Australia has a fruit
trade, the Cape has none. Australian butter, and eggs, and
meat find their way to the Cape market. Yet taking all things
together, the initial advantage lies rather with the Cape. There
the droughts are nothing like those that sweep off the Aus-
tralian’s stock by thousands. The Cape is nearer the great
markets of the world, and from the Zambesi to Simonstown there
is every variety of situation and climate. Some explain the
difference by saying that there are no Dutch in Australia to
keep things back. Farmers complain of the way things are kept
back, and from various quarters quaint stories come of the

R e o e e .
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opposition to not very daring proposals for improving various
villages.

Call it by what name we will, an inflaence there certainly has
been which has kept the country in little better than a state of
nature. Here and there, where more advanced ideas have had
scope, there is evidence that much can be done to make it second
to none. The opinion prevails that after the war this state of
affairs will find an end. New political conditions should give
the party of progress their opportunity; and now that the
shadow of coming struggle has been dispersed, after hanging
over the world for so many years, the population should receive
accessions of new-comers with energy and experience, which will
be as so much fresh blood infused into it. The Imperial idea,
of which so mach has been said recently, should also count for
something. Translated into everyday practice it means that
men are no longer content to regard their own narrow circle and
hug their own few ideas, but are ready to join in the activities of
the greater world, and to consider and discuss all that it can teach
them. Much is said of the rush there will be for South Africa
after the settlement of the country; and if all that is said be
true, many of those that intend living in it are precisely the men
required. Hitherto what immigration there has been has been
purely urban. Kimberley and Johannesburg in their turn have
attracted nine-tenths, if not more, of those who made their way
to the Cape. With great stretches of country lying open there
has of late years been no attempt to foster immigration such as
are made by Australia and Canada. One reason is that immi-
gration to agrarian pursuits in South Africa would require very
careful management ; the other, and chief one, is that the Datch
element did not wish to encourage it, but to keep the territories
for their pioneering abilities, of which they speak so com-
placently. A recent immigration return issued by the Cape
Government is ludicrous. The year’s total was between two and
three hundred, composed almost entirely of persons who had
came out to the Government railway and other services, with
their wives and families. The Rand has already been re-
ferred to. The remainder of the settlers in South Africa are
invalids. In the interior it is remarkable what a number of men
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in all walks of life, business men, farmers, and especially doctors,
have come out originally because of their health, and have
elected to stay permanently. It must be remembered, too, that
a very large proportion of those who came out to push their way,
have never become firmly attached to the country. When they
make a sufficiency many of them return to their native land.
Thus, between one thing and another, there is some ground for
the Dutch sneer that the Englishman is a townsman and a mere
bird of passage, while the Dutch are the real sons of the soil,
and the land is their land. As for the towns the Dutchman is
crowded out of trade by the English and the Geermans; and as
to the latter part of the statement, it is doubtful whether it is
borne out by the facts. In the Colony the better the district the
greater the proportion of English farmers. And no doubt, if
immigration were encouraged the proportion would become
greater all over. '

There are two ways in which an addition to the English ele-
ment will likely take place in the immediate future. For one,
many of the Colonial volunteers who have come to our aid, are
said to have come to spy out the land. It is more than likely that
many of these are men who will not join the ranks of those who go
to the mines or engage in business, but men who are accustomed to
country pursuits, and intend to pursue them here. They ought
to be an element of incalculable value. The great towns in South
Africa, the seaports, Johannesburg and Kimberley are progressive
enough. The backward parts are the country and its villages.
Here the Australian will find conditions not dissimilar to those
to which he has been accustomed, and some share of the energy
and intelligence which have made Australia what it is, should,
let us hope, prove contagious among his new neighbours. The
sheep farms and cattle farms of the interior, the vineyards and
orchards of the upper country, the wheat districts of the Cape
and the Conquered Territory, should all afford opportunities to
him. There are dams to build, and water to be bored for all
over the arid parts of the country. What South Africa has
suffered from more than from aught else has been the want of
combination. Men have been content to live on their farms out
of sight of a neighbour’s house. They have refused to look
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beyond the most local and immediate interests. Measures such
as the Scab Acts have been bitterly opposed. One party has
thwarted the proposals of the other quite irrespective of their
merits. What steps have been taken in the way of improving
the country have in many cases been undertaken in a niggardly
and penny-wise fashion. What is wanted is not intermittent
doles of free dip, or grants for building small and useless dams,
but schemes proportioned to the size of the country, largely con-
ceived and patiently carried out. The more men who can be
induced to come to it with other and wider experience and enter-
prise, the better for the country.

The other proposal which has been mooted is that as many as
possible of the Reservists now serving in South Africa should be
induced to stay. The scheme has been made public by Mr.
Arnold Forster, and has been appreciatively noted by the Cape
Press. The proposal recalls the plan adopted by Lord Bathurst
in 1820, when a large number of British settlers were settled
along what was then the Eastern boundary of the Colony.
Their descendants are now the occupiers of the Eastern Pro-
vince, in all respects the most progressive and loyal portion of
the Colony. If the present proposal is carried out, many of the
settlers will no doubt follow the occupations they did at home.
Some will no doubt be settled on the land, and others drafted
into a militia or police force. The scheme is an excellent one,
both for the country and for the men themselves. If carried out it
will mean that a cousiderable number of men with trades and,
what we hope may never be called on again, military training
and experience, will be distributed over a country where, with
ordinary conditions, they should have a much better chance of
improving their condition than at home. There are two things
to be guarded against. Men must not be given grants of land
at haphazard ; the conditions here are widely different from those
say in Canada or Queensland. And care must be taken that
men do not do as they have already done in similar cases, sell
their grants for next to nothing and come to no good. ~With
the restoration of peace the tide of private immigration should
set in once more. The mines of the Transvaal will continue to
attract a constant stream of newcomers, and further north there
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are other places which promise to become centres of population.
‘Whether anything in the nature of a South African Emigra-
tion Scheme will be attempted remains to be seen.

The writer has dwelt on the rural aspect of South Africa’s
future, partly because it is the side with which he is most con-
versant, partly because, as has already been said, the country
and the country districts are the portions which stand in need of
fresh blood. Rural life in South Africa has never loomed large
in the popular eye. The country has been looked on as a place
to make fortunes in, the pleasure seeker has summed it up in
Kimberley and Johannesberg, and all beyond has been dismissed
as an arid and hopeless wilderness, abandoned to wild beasts,
Boers, and sportsmen. Yet the fact is that farm life is the best
of South Africa. There seems a fascination in the free life on
the broad plains amid daily sunshine. In spite of insular preju-
dices, the people are not different from those in the old country.
The means of communication are good. A post-cart reaches
every corner of the country, and, what to the new-comer seems a
most wise provision, the postal system of the whole country
hinges on the English mail. Books and magazines, and all the
etceteras of civilisation, are to be found everywhere. There
should be opportunities for men who care to take to this kind of
life, when the Cape cannot supply enough agricultural produce
for its own wants, when thousands of square miles are only
half developed, and new centres of population are springing up
every year.

In a recent address the High Commissioner warned us against
expecting that the war would be followed by a boom. In his
own opinion the progress of South Africa will be sure but
gradual. Owing to the nature of the country it cannot be other-
wise. Socially, the work of assimilation of various races, and
the gradual levelling up of backward sections, will not be accom-
plished in one generation or two. And the material problems
which bave to be solved, will not be worked off in a day, but will
require much energy and capital to be sunk before they begin to
offer any return. It was a shrewd Afrikander who said, ¢ Wait
a bit, and all will come right.’
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ART. IX.—A FATHER OF HISTORY.

ELDOM has the personal ambition of one man had more
remarkable consequences than those which followed from

the determination of Harald the Fair-haired to make himself
sole king over Norway. Whatever truth there may be in the
old story that it was a proud woman who impelled him to
imitate Eirik, the Swedish, and Goorm, the Danish king, or in
the record of his vow neither to cut nor comb his hair till
either Norway or death was his, the aim was one that he
carried out to the end ; the after-results were such as he could
not foresee. With the Battle of Hafrsfirth in 872 his object
was accomplished, and the only choice left to the great men
who still survived was to bow to the new regime, or seek
other lands where they might be their own masters as before.
To those—and they were many—who took the latter alterna-
tive, the discovery of Iceland opened up a welcome refuge.
For fifty or sixty years a steady stream of colonists from Nor-
way poured into the new country, either directly or in some
cases by way of Scotland and Ireland; and it is no wonder if
the ferment of this movement brought many remarkable men
to the front—men whose deeds were to live in tradition and
become cherished memories among their posterity. In another
fifty or sixty years came an important change ; the old religion,
which had already lost much of its hold, was by special legis-
lation set aside in favour of Christianity (in the year 1000),
and while Icelanders still continued to play a manly part in
the affairs of Norway, their own island soon became more
commonplace in its doings than it had been in the days of
their fathers. Many of its prominent men found more delight
in the book than in the sword; they were attracted to the
Church for the sake of the learning it brought with it, and
without becoming real ecclesiastics, or in any way giving up
their temporal position and authority, they were ordained as
priests, and with remarkable zeal devoted themselves to study.
The desire of reading was not long in being followed by
the wish to write, and a certain natural tendency in the Ice-



A Father of History. 127

landic mind made it almost inevitable that the subject should
be history. To know what had happened in bygone times,
and to learn as soon as possible what was happening at the
moment, whether in Iceland or in the outside world, was the
chief intellectual employment of the average Icelander, and a
tenacious tradition had preserved a mass of facts relating not
only to the early settlers and their descendants, but to events
in Norway, Denmark, and elsewhere, both before and after the
colonizing days. To this bent of the Icelandic mind we owe
almost all our knowledge of the early history of the other
Scandinavian countries, which in time completely torgot their
own story, and had to learn what they could of it from the
traditions preserved in that remote island of the Atlantic. The
very name of Harold the Fair-haired would barely be known,
to say nothing of his exploits, were it not for the men who
proudly left their own country to him, not finding it large
enough for both.

It is to this fondness for tradition that we owe the great
body of literature commonly lumped together under the title
of the ¢ Icelandic Sagas.” The term is vague enough, and its
vagueness probably accounts for the prevalent misconceptions
as to what the ¢Sagas’ are. When even professed literary
men can write articles on the subject which have almost the
effect of nightmares (e.g., that in Dr. Brewer’s Readers’ Hand-
book), the ordinary man may well be excused for believing that
the sagas are poems. A saga is a ‘story’in prose, and the
subject-matter of the tale may be anything between veracious
history and the wildest fiction ; it is very much as if the works
of Professor Freeman and Rider Haggard were included under
the common title of ‘¢ narrative,” The common feature of most
sagas, however, is the prominence of the biographical element ;
the persons are the real centre of interest rather than the
affairs in which they are engaged, and the picturesque or
dramatic element is strongly marked.

History shades off into fiction by imperceptible degrees, and
it is a curious point in Icelandic literary history that the latter
gradually mastered the former. As we shall see, the founda-
tions of the literature were laid in a strict weighing of tradi-
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tion, a careful sifting of proved fact from specious legend, and
the example thus set was worthily followed for a time. But
the fund of genuine tradition was not inexhaustible, and the
taste for the marvellous steadily increased, fed partly by saints’
legends and partly by foreign romances. The mythical periods
of Scandinavian history began to attract the writers of sagas,
and when even these were spun out to the last thread, the
web of pure fiction continued to unfold its lengthening course
till it lost all freshness of colour or pattern, and saga-writing
became almost a mechanical art. The sagas which are really
valuable, both for style and for matter, were all written within
a remarkably short period, approximately from 1170 to 1230
A.D., and later specimens, with few exceptions, show a steady
descent in both linguistic and historic feeling.

So remarkable is the work done in this golden age of Ice-
landic literature, that it is of great interest to mote particularly
the groundwork upon which it rested. The matter of course
was traditional, and the exact historic value of the tradition
varied greatly according to the subject and the locality. Even
of the most notorious facts there would very often be discrepant
versions, and minor inconsistencies and contradictions would
inevitably exist in many a tale. To remove or reconcile these,
and to fit the indefinite tradition into an exact historic frame-
work, was the task which fell to the lot of each saga-writer,
and the way in which he accomplished it was to no small
extent the measure of his genius.  For the gatherer of local
traditions, however, there existed a safe historic guide in the
work of the man to whom, so far as can now be ascertained,
classic Icelandic literature owed its character and origin. By
a rare piece of good fortune, the man with the combining mind
came at the beginning, and laid down a comprehensive scheme
which served to guide the later writers who worked out the
separate details. :

This ¢ Father of History,’ as he well deserves to be called
(though the title of the ¢Icelandic Herodotus’ would more
aptly apply to another) was a western Icelander named Ari
Thorgilsson, sometimes surnamed ¢ the priest,” and sometimes
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‘the learned,” not seldom both epithets are combined.® Ari
was born in the year 1067, and his ancestry was sufficiently
distinguished to encourage any natural tendency in his mind
to a study of the past. On his father’s side he was a descend-
ant of Olaf the White, who in the latter half of the ninth cen-
tury was Norse king in Dublin. Olaf’s son, Thorstein the
Red, made league with Earl Sigurd of the Orkneys against the
Scots; ¢they won Caithness and Sutherland, Ross and Moray,
and more than half of Scotland. Thorstein was king over
this, until the Scots played him false and he fell there in
battle’ Thorstein’s wife, a remarkable woman, left Scotland
after this and became one of the most famous among the early
settlers in Iceland; from her son, Olaf Feilan, Ari was the
sixth in descent. To trace his relationship to other men and
women of note would be tedious, but it is worth mentioning
that his great-grandfather, Thorkell, was one of the husbands
of that Gudrun round whom the chief interest of Laxdala
Saga centres, and that his mother's father had taken part in
the battle of Clontarf. A knowledge of the adventures of his
own forefathers would in itself have been enough to establish
Ari as an authority in biography and history.

Art’s father, Thorgils, was drowned in Broadfirth while still
a young man, and the child was left to the care of his grand-
father, Gellir, who lived at Helgafell on Sneefellsness.t But
in a year or two Gellir went abroad, and made a pilgrimage
to Rome ; on his return journey he was taken ill in Denmark,
died there, and was buried at Roskilde. Besides this personal
loss, his family had also to regret that of the sword Skdfnung,
which, it was said, had been taken out of the grave-mound of
Hrolf Kraki—another indication of the atmosphere of ancient
legend in which Ari was reared.

*Ari prestr enn frédi Thorgilsson ; the adj. frédr, which in its general
sense means ‘ knowing,’ or ¢ learned,’ commonly implies the possession of
great historical knowledge, and is a regular epithet of the early Icelandic
historians.

+ The great promontory on the west coast of Iceland, separating Faxa-
fiéi from Broadfirth.
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At the age of seven (in 1074) Ari passed into the household
of Hall Thérarinsson,who had his home in Haukadal in Southern
Iceland, a spot now famous for the great Geysir and other hot
springs, which are never mentioned in the old literature, per-
haps did not even exist then. Hall was already a man of
eighty, and had been settled in Haukadal for half a century,
but in his younger days he had been in partnership with Olaf
Haraldsson, that king of Norway who fell in civil feud at
Stiklastad, and is better known as Olaf the Saint. To Halls
great age, wide experience, and marvellous memory, the young
Ari owed much of the historical knowledge he then acquired,
either directly or through another foster-son of Hall’s, Teit the
son ot Bishop Isleif. As Ari says himself :—¢ Teit was fostered
by Hall in Haukadal, that man of whom it was universally said
that he was the most generous and noble character to be found
among the unlearned® men of this country. I came to Hall
when I was seven years old, the year after the death of Gellir
Thorkileson, my grandfather and fosterer, and I was with him
for fourteen winters.” Teit, however, was so much older than
Ari, that the latter even calls him his foster-father. ¢He
taught Ari,’ says Snorri Sturluson, in the prologue to his
Heimskringla, ¢ and told him many historical facts which Ari
wrote down afterwards’ How far back Hall’s own recollec-
tions went is emphasized by Ari himself—¢ Hall told me so,
and he was both truthful and had a good memory. He remem-
bered his own baptism by Thangbrand when he was three
years old—that was the year before Christianity was adopted
by law in this country’ (z.e, in 999).

Hall Thorarinsson died in 1089, and remarkably little is
known of Ari’s life after that date. He was one of those ‘men
of rank who studied and were ordained as priests ;’ he was
on terms of intimacy with the great men of his age, such as the
Bishops of Hélar and Skalholt, but even his place of abode is
uncertain, though the probability is that he lived at Stad on
Snefellness. The exact date of his death is known; it was
Nov. 9, 1148.

*The adjective of course only means that Hall had not studled
ignorant he certamly was not.
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Gifted with a genius for historical research, Ari seems to
have devoted his life to collecting, comparing, and sifting the
traditions and recollections of the most credible and capable
informants that he was able to come in contact with. The
actual scope of his written work has been much discussed,*
and some points will probably always remain obscure, but the
value of his researches into Scandinavian history is a fact as
fully recognised by his own age as by modern scholars.
Snorri Sturluson, in the prologue to Heimskringla, gives the
following eloquent testimony to the work of his predecessor:

¢ Ari the learned, son of Thorgils, son of Gellir, was the first man in this
country who wrote in Icelandic both ancient and recent history ; in the
beginning of his book he wrote chiefly about the colonization of Iceland
and legislative measures, then about the law-speakers, how long each of
them held office, and gave the number of years, first to the date when
Christianity came to Iceland, and then right on to his own days. He in-
cluded also many other things, as the lives of the Kings in Norway and
Denmark, and even in England. or great events which had happened in
this country, and the whole of his account seems to me most notable. He
had great knowledge, and was 8o old that he was born the year after the
death of Harald Sigurdsson.t He wrote (as he says himself) the lives of
the Kings of Norway after information given by Odd, son of Koll, son of
Hall of Sida ; and Odd got it from Thorgeir, an intelligent man, and so
old that he was living in Nidarnes, when Earl Hikon the Mighty was
slain.’ (995).

Snorri then speaks of Hall Thorarinsson, Teit Isleifsson, and
other authorities whom Ari quotes, and ends with the words:
¢ It was no wonder though Ari was well informed with regard to historic
events both here and abroad, for he had learned them from old and

intelligent men, and was himself both eager to learn and had a good
memory.’

While the whole of Ari’s work has, unfortunately, not come
down to us in the shape in which Snorri knew it, the first part
of his description of Ari’s ¢ book’ agrees in every detail with

* In recent times chiefly by the following writers :—-Konrad Maurer in
Germania, XV. and XXXVI. ; Bjéorn Magnusson Olsen in Adarbiger for
nordisk Oldkyndighed, 1885 and 1893 ; and in T'Ymarit hans {sl. Békm. X. ;
Finnur Jénsson in Den oldislandske Litteratwrs Historie, I1., 354.

+ Who fell at Stamfordbridge in 1066.
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what we still possess. That even this remains to us is a rare
piece of good fortune, comparable to the lucky chances which
have preserved the Beowulf or Gawain and the Green Knightin
our own literature. Ari’s results had been so carefully
absorbed by later saga-writers that his own work apparently
fell into neglect, and was no longer copied. One old vellum,
however, survived till the seventeenth century (then believed
to be by Ari’s own hand), and came into the possession of
Bishop Brynjélf Sveinsson, whose interest in the old literature
led him to get it carefully and exactly copied by his scribe,
Joén Erlendsson. For some reason or other J6n made two
copies of it, one slightly better than the other, and, as the
original is now lost, these transcripts are the sole authority for
the text of Ari’s work. As Jén was plainly at considerable
trouble to reproduce exactly the orthography of the old
vellum, the loss is less serious than it might have been, though
still one to be deeply regretted.

The treatise thus preserved is headed Schede Ara prests
froda, but Ari’s own name for his little primer of Icelandic his-
tory was /’slendingabdk, or ¢Book of Icelanders.” In a short pro-
logue, which has caused much misunderstanding and discussion,
the historian explains how his pamphlet came to have its
present form:—

‘The ‘Book of Icelanders,” I made first for our bishops Thorldk * and
Ketill,+ and showed it both to them and to Ssemund I the priest; and
according as it pleased them to have it so (as it was), or to add to it, I
then wrote this on the same subject, but omitting the lives of the Kings
and the genealogies, and adding whatever new information I had got, so
that certain things are more clearly to.ld in this than in my former work.
But whatever is wrongly told in this history, it is our duty to accept the
version that is proved to be the most correct.’

* Thorldk Rundlfsson, born 1087, became bishop of Skdlholt in 1118,
and died 1133. His grandfather was brother to Hall Thérarinsson, Ari’s
foster-father. .

+ Ketill Thorsteinsson, second Bishop of Hélar, held the see from 1122
to 1145.

1 Seemund ¢ enn frédi’ (1056-1133), also a great authority on historical
matters, but if he wrote on the subject it must have been in Latin. The
idea that the poetic  Edda’ was compiled by him is a myth of the seven-
tcenth century.
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