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PREFACE

In the following pages an endeavour has been made to
tell the main story of the g§2nd (Lowland) Division
during the Great War, and to include a selection of
incidents which will indicate to the reader what its men
achieved and endured. Limitations of space have pre-
vented the inclusion of much that is well worthy of record,
and omission to mention an item does not mean that it
has been overlooked.

Since I commenced the work in February, 1921, I have
made every effort in all possible directions to secure the
essential facts. Briefly, may I say that through the courtesy
of the Director, Historical Section (Military Branch),
Committee of Imperial Defence, I have had full access to
the Records at Hamilton and Perth, have carried on a
correspondence which has spread to many parts of the
world, and that all the evidence obtainable has been
examined. I have received most willing assistance from
everyone, and thank them most heartily for it, for without
their help this history could not have been written. All
possible steps have been taken to ensure accuracy and I
have received unstinted support from all ranks. I mention
especially my wife, for most loyal help at all times.

The History is fortunate in having had Captain J. B.
Ramsey, 7th Cameronians, to prepare its maps. This officer

with two others reconnoitred the desert south and south-
vii



viii PREFACE

east of El Arish, including the Gebel Maghara, in the spring
of 1917. He afterwards served in the map section of the
Intelligence Department of the General Headquarters of
General Sir Edmund Allenby.

The maps have been compiled from official sources, and,
in many cases, contain information which was not available
during the operations.

In conclusion, I must say that I feel this effort of mine has
fallen far short of what is due to so great a subject.

R. R. THOMPSON,

Lieut.-Col.
Canadian Militia.

M<‘GiLr University,
" MoONTREAL,

7th September, 1923.



Grand Quartier Général
des
Armées Frangaises de I'Est
Etat-Major
—_ ORrDRE No. 15633 “ D ” (Extrait)
Bureau du Personnel
(Décorations)

Le Maréchal de France, Commandant en chef les Armées Frangaises
de I'Est, cite A 'Ordre d’Armée :

Major-Général F. J. Marshall, commandant la s2nd Division
d’Infanterie :

* A commandé une Division d’élite qui a porté A 'ennemi des coups
incessants d’Aofit 3 Octobre 1918, de la région d’Arras 3 celle de
Cambrai, faisant preuve en toute occasion d’'un mordant irrésistible,
malgré la fatigue et les pertes subies, notamment lors du passage du
Canal du Nord, prés de Demicourt.”

Pour Extrait conforme Au Grand Quartier Général
Le Lieutenant-Colonel le 10™ Avril, 1919
Chef du Bureau du Personnel
Callemais Le Maréchal
Commandant en chef les Armées Frangaises de I'Est
PETAIN.

(Translation of above extract)

Extract from the Army Orders of

The Marshal of France, Commander-in-chief of the French Army of
the East.

Major-General F. J. Marshall, commanding the 52nd Division of
Infantry: “Commanded a ‘ Division d’élite’ which delivered incessant
blows against the enemy from August to October, 1918, from the Arras
area to Cambrai, giving on every occasion proof of an irresistible dash
in spite of hardships and great losses, notably during the forcing of the
Canal du Nord, near Demicourt.”

PETAIN

Le Maréchal, Commandant en chef les Armées
Frangaises de I'Est.

Au Grand Quartier Général, roth April, 1919.
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CHAPTER 1
(4T AvucusT, 1914, To 3RD JuLy, 191%)

THE MOBILIZATION OF THE s52np DIVISION AND ITS
SAILING FOR GALLIPOLI

Then farewell to Kelvin Grove, bonnie lassie, O,
And adieu to all I love, bonnie lassie, O,

To the river winding clear,

To the fragrant scented brier,
Even to thee, of all most dear, bonnie lassie, O.

Kelvin Grove: THomas LYLE.

IN 1908 Lord Haldane re-formed the Volunteers and
Yeomanry into the new Territorial Force of all arms and
branches, completely organized with divisions of its own
similar to those of the regular army. Then it was that the
2nd Lowland Division, as such, came into existence as part
of this force, the existence of which made it possible for the
Expeditionary Force to leave the British Isles and save the
situation in France in 1914.

On Tuesday, 4th August, 1914, Headquarters of the
Lowland Division received a wire at 5.2 5 p.m. containing
the single portentous word, * mobilize,” and it was known
that war between the Germanic Powers on the one hand,
and Britain, France, Russia and Serbia on the other, had
actually broken out. On its return from camp at Troon,
Gailes, and Ayr, it had undertaken some guards and
patrols defending vulnerable points, chiefly about Glasgow
and the Clyde. By the 1oth August the mobilization of
the Division was complete, these guards and patrols were
handed over to units on coast defence, and it proceeded to
its war station.

3



4 GALLIPOLI

The scheme for the strategical deployment of the
Territorial Army in Scotland against possible invasion
provided, in addition to the troops for coast defence, one
division as a mobile force. This réle had been assigned to
the 2nd Lowland Division. In general, its disposition was
as follows :

BRIDGE OF ALLAN—

Divisional Headquarters: Major-General G. G. A.
Egerton, C.B.
Glasgow Yeomanry, one squadron.
R.E., 1st and 2nd Lowland Field Coys. and
Signalling Co.
H.Q. and No. 1 Company, Divisional Train and
Supply Column, R.A.S.C.

STIRLING—

South Scottish (later 1§5th) Infantry Brigade: Brig.-Gen.
F. Erskine.
4th and sth Royal Scots Fusiliers.
4th and sth King’s Own Scottish Borderers.
3rd Lowland Field Ambulance.
No. 2 Company, D.T. and S.C.

FALKIRKR—
Scotrish Rifle (later 156th) Infantry Brigade: Brig.-Gen.
Stuart Hare.
§th, 6th, 7th, and 8th Scottish Rifles (Cameronians). !
1st Lowland Field Ambulance.
No. 3 Company, D.T. and S.C.

DUNFERMLINE—

Highland Light Infantry (later 1§7th) Infantry Brigade :
Brig.-Gen. P. Hendry.

sth, 6th, 7th and g9th Highland Light Infantry.
2nd Lowland Field Ambulance.
No. 4 Company, D.T. and S.C.

1 The Scottish Rifles are generally referred to in this book as the

Cameronians, although the regiment did not take that name officially
until after the war.
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The artillery brigades of the Division were stationed as
follows :

Redford Barracks, Edinburgh, 1st Lowland (Edinburgh
and Midlothian).

Larbert, Stirling, 2nd Lowland (Ayr and Kirkcud-
bright).
Dunfermline, 3rd Lowland (Glasgow).

Stirling and afterwards Tillicoultry, 4th Lowland
Howitzer (Glasgow).

The 2nd (Ayr, etc.) Brigade had a battery at Invergordon
assisting in the defence of the naval station.

The first three R.F.A. brigades had each three four-gun
batteries, and were armed with the 1s5-pounder converted
gun. The fourth had two four-gun batteries armed with
the old g-inch howitzer. Each infantry battalion had two
machine-guns, and was armed with the long charger-
loading Lee-Enfield rifle. The transport of the Division
consisted of commandeered civilian carts, lorries, and other
waggons.

The Division was billeted in all manner of buildings,
including disused factories, schools, private houses, a gaol,
and a workhouse. During the end of 1914 and the early
months of 1915 defensive positions were entrenched and
wired, in view of a possible invasion; guards and patrols
were provided, and rigorous training was in progress.
Small arms ammunition was short, as a rule, but there was
as much musketry training as possible. Of bombs, trench
mortars, or rifle-grenades very little was known, and next to
nothing was seen.

Under the existing law the Territorial Force could only
be called upon for home defence, so that on 10th August,
1914, the Secretary of State for War called for complete
units to volunteer for service overseas. Before many days
had elapsed the majority of men in every unit of the Division
had vofunteercd. The next step was for each Territorial
unit to form a “ Second Line,” which was to provide
drafts for the * First Line,” while the latter served
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overseas, and the Division became the 1/2nd Lowland
Division.! Recruiting was good and some units formed
“Third Lines,” despite the competition of the *‘ New
Army,” and the fear that the Territorials might in the end
be cold-shouldered, and left at home. Throughout the
winter and spring the wish for active service was father to
many thoughts, and numerous rumours arose from time
to time that the Division was about to proceed overseas.
Hopes often ran very high, and the disappointment that
always followed was proportionately keen.

In November, 1914, the 1/9th H.L.I. (Glasgow High-
landers) and the 1/ gth Scottish Rifles were taken out of the
Division and sent to France. Many envious eyes watched
them as they went, and some pessimists forecasted the
break-up of the Division. The 1/9th H.L.I. was replaced
for a while by the 2/9th H.L.I,, its second line, but in its
turn this unit was replaced because it was desired that the
Division should be composed of first-line units. In April,
191§, when everyone was sure that the Division would go
overseas as a Division, a threat of sending a man to the
second line for home defence was the most effective of all
deterrents from evil-doing.

Christmas and New Year passed amidst many alarms,
but not without such festivities as billets would allow,
helped out by the kindness of the local inhabitants, who
everywhere showed all ranks the warmest hospitality.
With the New Year came another change, when the
infantry battalions were reorganized from the old basis of
eight companies into four double-companies, each with
four platoons, each of the latter, in its turn, having four
sections. This remained the organization of an infant
battalion throughout the war, and it proved both useful
and elastic.

In March, 1915, the 1/6th Scottish Rifles, all Lanark-
shire colliers, left the Division for France; but on April

YA first line unit was designated as follows:—r1j/4th Royal Scots.
Its second line was called the 2/4th Royal Scots. As all the infantry
units which went overseas with the Division were first-line units, the
writer has usually referred to them as the 4th Royal Scots, and so on.
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24th the following first-line units joined the Division from
coast defence duties :

1/4th Royal Scots to Scottish Rifles Bngade

1/7th do.

1/5th Argyll and Sutherland nghlanders to H.L.I.
Brigade.

It had been known on thg sth April that the Division
was to proceed overseas, and long Lee-Enfield rifles, with
breeches reinforced so that they would take the Mark VII.
ammunition of the more modern short rifle, were received
and issued to the troops. Everyone’s mind was made up
for France or Flanders, when on the 7th May, the situation
at Ypres being better in hand, the destination of the Division
was changed to the Dardanelles where Sir Ian Hamilton
was in urgent need of reinforcements. The reinforced
rifles were withdrawn from the Division, and the old
ones re-issued, eventually to do their duty on the battle-
fields of Galhpo

General service and limber waggons, proper light ambu-
lances, sun-helmets, water-carts, new harness, horses, mules,
and all manner of stores poured in on the Division by rail
and road from Stirling Ordnance Depdt and elsewhere.
The only civilian vehicles retained were the officers’ mess-
carts. 'These, being chosen from the lightest and strongest,
proved of great value afterwards in the desert, where it was
quite usual to meet a homely milk-cart or butcher’s trap
being pulled round a sandhill by a wicked-looking mule,
urged on by a verbal accompaniment in the unmistakable
accents of some part of the lgowlands

On the 11th May the 1/2nd Lowland Division was
re-numbered as the §2nd (Lowland) Division, the Infantry
Brigades being re-designated as follows :

South Scottish became the 1§ sth.
Scottish Rifle became the 1§6th.
H.L.I. became the 1 §7th.

The 156th Brigade was now commanded by Brig.-Gen.
W. Scott-Moncrieff.
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Owing to the difficulties of landing and operating artil-
lery on the Gallipoli Peninsula, and also to the out-of-date
ﬁttern of the guns, it was decided that at first only the 2nd

wland (Ayr), and 4th Lowland Howitzer (Glasgow)
Brigades should go to the East. The 1st Lowland (Edin-
burgh) and 3rd Lowland (Glasgow) Brigades were to
remain in the meantime at home for the defence of the
Forth.

On 18th May the 8th Scottish Rifles embarked at
Devonport on H.M.T. Ballarat, and the greater portion
of the 1¢5th Brigade at Liverpool on H.M.T. Mauretania,
the sinking of whose sister-ship, the Lusitania, had been
reported a few days previously. The remainder of the
Duvision followed rapidly, troop-trains pouring into Liver-
pool and Devonport.

On the 22nd occurred probably the most terrible disaster
in the history of British railways.

Train No. 18 left Larbert at 3.45 a.m. on the 22nd May,
carrying Lt.-Col. W. C. Peebles, T.D., the commanding
officer of the 1/7th Royal Scots, his Headquarters Staff, and
A and D Companies under the command of Major J. D. L.
Hamilton and Captain J. M. Mitchell, respectively, a
total of 15 officers and 483 other ranks. The remainder
of the battalion followed in a second train two hours later.
It was a bright and clear May morning, and the men were
in the highest spirits, for at last they were really going over-
seas. A local train had been drawn into a siding at Quen-
tin’s Hill Junction, a quiet country place, near Gretna, but
its rear carriages had been left projecting on to the main
line, some railway officials having forgotten for the moment
that Train No. 18 was expected. At 6.45 a.m. the driver
of this troop-train, on rounding the curve, saw the ob-
struction, and at once applied his brakes. But it was too
late. The fast-moving troop-train crashed into the local.
In a moment, carriages filled with officers and men were
telescoped, others were knocked off the rails, and ran
bumping over the sleepers, to overturn on the main down
line, completely blocking it with their heaped-up wreck.
The conscious survivors had hardly realized the horror of
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the situation, when, a few seconds after this collision, the
London express, travelling north at full speed, dashed into
the middle of the over-turned troop-train, and itself piled
l’iP and telescoped into a mass of indescribable wreckage.

hen a few wisps of smoke were seen to start in different
parts of the mass, and soon the wreckage was blazing
furiously—and there were no available means of coping
with the fire.

The survivors and the people of the neighbourhood, for
the whole countryside was quickly roused, risked and
suffered anything to save or help the imprisoned victims.

When the fire had burned down it was found that the
uninjured survivors amounted to only seven officers and
fifty-seven other ranks. The killed and missing included
three officers, Major J. D. L. Hamilton, senior company
commander, Captain J. M. Mitchell, and Lieut. C. R.
Salvesen, all good officers with the highest ideals of re-
sponsibility and duty. Numbered with them as dead were
207 other ranks. Of all of these, the bodies of only §3
N.C.O.’s and men were recovered and identified. Five
officers and 219 other ranks were injured. The officers
had ridden at the front and rear of the train, as it was their
duty to do, and almost all the survivors were from the rear
compartments. Among the killed in the London express
were some officers and men returning from the front on
short leave.

The remnant went on to Liverpool, but, although the
officers who had escaped injury were allowed to embark,
Major-General G. G. A. Egerton, G.O.C., 52nd Division,
after conferring with the War Office, sent all the other ranks
under a junior officer back to their homes for a rest.

At Liverpool General Egerton received the following
telegram from H.M. The King :

* Buckingham Palace. Message from the King to the
General Officer Commanding the Lowland Division.

“1 remember being impressed with some of the units
of your Division which I saw on the occasion of my visit to
Scotland last July, and I much regret not to have had an
opportunity of inspecting the Division before its departure.
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I am confident that the glorious deeds of their regimental
comrades at the front will inspire all ranks with the same
spirit of devotion to duty. I offer you and the troops
under your Command my best wishes t?c'n' the success of the
Lowland Division.”

Before the middle of June the Division was at sea, distri-
buted among transports as shown in the accompanying
table. The ships left Liverpool and Plymouth Sound
after nightfall, and the most stringent precautions were
taken to ensure that no lights were showing to guide enemy
submarines to their quarry.

Of all the divisions of the British Army, not one was more
closely identified with its own recruiting area throughout
the Great War of 1914-1918 than the Lowland Division.
When it sailed, practically every walk of life from every
gart of the Lowlands was represented in the Division.

rofessional and city men, clerks, mechanics, shop-assistants,
teachers, students and gentlemen of leisure filled the ranks
of the 1/4th Royal Scots from Edinburgh and the H.L.I.
and Scottish Rifles from Glasgow. The 7th Royal Scots
was recruited from the colliers of the Lothians, from Leith,
Musselburgh, and Dalkeith. It had been brought up to
its full strength by volunteers for active service, a company
strong, from the 8th H.L.I.  The latter were from the mines
of Lanarkshire, so that it was a wonderful battalion with
the pick and shovel. From the Borders and Galloway,
Cunningham, Kyle and Carrick came colliers and factory
hands, farmers and tradesmen, in the K.O.S.B. and R.S.F.
In the gth Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders came
riveters and other shipyard hands from the shores of
Renfrewshire, with a leavening of Highlanders from the
Western Isles. The Artillerymen, Engineers, Yeomanry,
Army Service Corps, and R.A. Medical Corps, coming from
the same districts, were recruited from the same types.

The escorting destroyers were left at Ushant, and then,
in gorgeous but windy weather, following a course which
touched about long. 11.32 W., the ships reached Gibraltar
without incident. Zigzagging through the Mediterranean,
they called in at Malta, where those who landed were met
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12 GALLIPOLI

with long faces, some of which possibly belonged to German
agents, and with stories of the sinking of H.M. battleships,
Triumph and Majestic off Gallipoli.

Courtesies were always exchanged with British and
French warships, whenever possible, and on several
occasions the bandsmen of the Division played the *“ Marseil-
laise ’ to passing French vessels, to which they responded,
usually with “ God Save The King” and “ Tipperary,”
whilst the men of both nations sent back answering cheers.

As the troopships neared their destinations in the Eastern
Mediterranean, the increasing heat began to be felt, and
sun-helmets were issued.

In the Aegean Sea, off the Gallipoli Peninsula, lie the
islands of Lemnos, Imbros and Tenedos, claimed equally
by Turkey and Greece after the Balkan War of 1912-13.
They were now occupied by the Allies, Lemnos being used
as an advanced base for their armies and navies operating
against the Peninsula. For the most part these islands
are barren and hilly, and can barely sustain the few Levan-
tines who live in their white-walled, red-roofed hamlets
and villages. Samothrace, beyond Imbros, at the mouth
of the Gulf of Saros, is mountainous, being crowned with
those mighty, red peaks which look over Imbros and
Gallipoli and the intervening sea to the plains of Troy.
Running in northward from the bleak and rugged south
shore of Lemnos is a vast but narrow-mouthed harbour,
large enough to hold immense fleets with ease, and named
after the grey and dusty little town of Mudros which
stands on its inner eastern shore. The barren hills of
Lemnos are so grouped as to leave the harbour much
exposed to northerly and southerly gales, which spring up
very rapidly, making it dangerous for small craft to lie
alongside larger vessels. This they were forced to do
nevertheless, for there was no other means available for the
transhipment of stores and men to the trawlers and small
steamers, which took them to Gallipoli. The nearest
dry-dock for the repair of ships was in Malta. Lemnos
could not even supply the fleet and armies with water.
This had to be brought from Egypt with other supplies

e —- __-____—_I
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and stored there, pending transhipment to the Peninsula.
An average of eighty tons of water had to be landed daily
on Gallipoli to supply the most urgent needs of the army.

On 29th May the Mauretania and Ballarat entered
Mudros Harbour, finding it thronged with a perfect medley
of some hundred and twenty vessels in all, including battle-
shi(fs, cruisers, destroyers, trawlers, submarines, transports,
and store-ships of every size. 'Two days later the Shropshire
arrived. Evidently, it was hoped that the Allied assault
of 4th June would result in great gains, and a lengthening of
communications with consequent need for land transport.
When hope of this was gone, the Shropshire was ordered
to Alexandria where the Empress of Britain and Transylvania
arrived on the 4th and sth June respectively, and disem-
barked their troops, who entrained for Abukir.

Situated on a point of desert, flanked on one side by the
Mediterranean and on the other by the historic Abukir Bay,!
the camping ground was one of the most pleasant that could
have been found in such a hot, sandy country as Egypt.
It abounded in scorpions, small snakes, flies, beetles, and
mosquitoes, but it was possessed of great attractions in
first-rate sea-bathing and a fairly constant cool sea-breeze.

On the 8th June the 1456th Brigade re-embarked at
Alexandria, and, sailing past Crete and through the Greek
Archipelago, * a succession of rocky islands shining in the
sea like jewels in an azure setting,” found themselves on
the r1th anchored within the wide bay of Mudros.

On 12th June the sth Argylls arrived at Alexandria on
the Andania and had hardly got ashore, when they and the
remainder of the Division at Abukir were ordered back to
the transports, which sailed on the 13th for Mudros
harbour. ~ The next evening they were recalled by wireless,
the reasons given being congestion in Mudros harbour,
and change of plans on Gallipoli.

1 In addition to Nelson’s victory in 1798, Abukir was the scene of a
French victory on land over the Turks in 1799. Sir Ralph Abercrombie
reduced Fort Abukir in 180o1. British ships made a feint attack here
in 1882. The }Jartially excavated remains of Canopus touched the
1s(c:‘;xatlhosm edge of the camp. These are a few of the associations of this

ity.
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They disembarked at Alexandria on the 16th, with the
ambulances and other troops which had arrived the previous
day in the Karoa. Sweating under the sun-helmets in
heavy serge, laden with equipment, pack, etc., they got
themselves and all the multitudinous vehicles and stores
ashore, and entrained for Abukir, in one of the hottest
sand-storms recorded in Egypt for several years. The wind
* was literally burning, and was comparable with what one
experiences when passing in front of the open door of a
furnace in an ironwork ; and being laden with sand it very
quickly hid from view the other vessels in the harbour”
(Col. Edington). All the troops of the Division who
landed at Alexandria were encamped at Abukir, where
training was carried on in the deep, soft sands, between
day-break and breakfast. Meanwhile news from Gallipoli
was eagerly awaited.

The 156th Brigade, in the Empress of Britain, was the
first to leave, the principal incident of the voyage being the
attempt by an enemy aeroplane to bomb the ship soon
after her arrival in Mudros harbour. The movements of
various units of the Division, prior to their landing in
Gallipoli or elsewhere, are shown in the following state-
ment :

LANDED
ON GALLIPOLI,
CAPE HELLES,
UNLESS STATED

FINAL SAILING
FROM ALEX- | ARRIVAL AT

ForMATION OR UnIT. ANDRIA OR | MUDROS.

Port Sarp. OTHERWISE.
155th Brigade Slws
4th K.0.S.B. — 2g9th May | 6-7th June
4th K.0.S.B. 8th June 11th June | 14th June
156th Brigade : 12-13th and 14th
4th and 7th R.S. }Sth June 11th June June
7th Cameronians 13-14th June
8th Cameronians — 29th May | 13-14th June
157th Brigade 28th June | 1st July | 3rd July

1/1st Ld. Fd. Amblce. 22nd June | 25th June| 27-28th June
1/3rd Ld. Fd. Amblce. 28th June | 1st July | 3rd July
4th (Glasgow) Howitzers:
4th Battery 17th June | 20th June |[2Ist June
sth Battery (Port Said) {24th » (Anzac)
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The supply sections of the Divisional Train, R.A.S.C,,
were with %ivisiona] Headquarters or their infantry brigades,
either on Gallipoli or at Mudros. The transport sections
of the Divisional Train remained at Port Said until 13/14th
October, when they embarked for Salonica on the Fapanese
Prince, arriving there on the 19th. They were attached
to the 1oth Irish Division, and remained so to the end of
the war. The 1/2nd Lowland Field Ambulance was kept
at Port Said for about two months. No transport or horses
were taken to Gallipoli by the Division..

Owing to the lack of progress on Gallipoli, it was not
guns with the range and low trajectory of the 1§-pounder
that were wanted, so much as howitzers which would throw
shells high into the air and drop them into deep, narrow
trenches. In addition, not only was Sir Ian Hamilton
short of guns, but he was short also of ammunition even for
those which he had. The result was that the 2nd Lowland
(Ayr, etc.) Brigade, R.F.A., never saw Gallipoli, with the
exception of the Small Arms Section of its Ammunition
Column, which with those of the 1st (Edinburgh) and 3rd
(Glasgow) all went to the Peninsula.

The troops from the Mauretania were transferred to
destroyers, trawlers, and small cross-channel steamers in
Mudros harbour on the afternoon of 6th June. The same
afternoon and evening these vessels glided with crowded
decks down the still waters of the harbour, receiving a
cheer as they passed other ships still at anchor.

On the open sea, outside the two booms of the harbour,
everything seemed strangely quiet and lonely after the
songs, bugle-calls, shouting, and noise of the bay. Rising
3nd falling to the waves, the small vessels turned towards
the Peninsula of Gallipoli over fifty miles away to the
eastward.

By day or night the approach to Gallipoli was a most
impressive affair. Some of the troops found themselves
moving under the grey cliffs of Cape Helles about the time
of sunset, when the surrounding isles and mountains were
bathed in the glorious tints of evening. Others came in
the middle of the night, when those forward in the ships
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could see a dim mass slowly looming up, intermittently
illumined by the flames of red and yellow explosions, and
constantly echoing and reverberating with the thunder and
roll of the guns.

The transportation of the Division to the Peninsula was
not without incident. On the evening of the 12th June,
H.M.S. Reindeer with §oo of the 4th Royal Scots on board,
including the O.C., Lt.-Col. S. R. Dunn, T.D., and his
Headquarters, was about thirty-four miles on her journey.
She was making about seventeen knots an hour through a
fairly calm sea, and, of course, steaming with all her lights
out. Suddenly, in the darkness, there appeared another
steamer of her own type and size, also without lights, and
evidently returning from Gallipoli. She was making
directly for the Reindeer, as if to strike her on the port bow.
In a moment the Reindeer's helm had been put hard down.
Her nose came round, but the two ships came together,
the Reindeer’s bow cutting deep into the other ship’s side
almost amidships. The Immingham, for such she turned
out to be, began to settle down at once. The Reindeer
tried without success to back away from the sinking ship
whose crumpled ironwork was entangled with her own,
and it really seemed as if the /mmingham would pull her
down also.

The behaviour and discipline of the hundreds of Royal
Scots who crowded on the decks of the damaged Reindeer
was of the steadiest. Very quietly, they stayed where they
were, and took off their equipment, boots, and puttees.
These small steamers did not carry life-belts for the crowded
human freight they ferried over to Gallipoli; but many
of the Royal Scots emptied their water—gottles, in order
to have a little extra buoyancy when they were trying to
keep afloat. ,

Those examining the bow reported that the Reindeer
was cut down, herself, to within a few inches of the water.
She was still tugging away to get clear, while the /mming-
ham sank lower and lower, dragging more heavily all the
time. If the water had once started pouring into the
Reindeer's torn bows, the two ships would inevitably have
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gone down together. The crew of the Immingham, which
had no troops on board, had scrambled over the bows of
the Reindeer, their only loss having been one stoker killed
by the impact.

The two vessels had been locked together about fifteen
minutes, when at last the Reindeer pulled herself clear, and
the Immingham went down like a stone.

Steaming slowly, stern first because of her crumpled
bows, through a sea providentially only slightly choppy,
the Reindeer was making back to Mudros when a large
steamer bore down on her through the darkness. She
hailed the Reindeer, and all were much relieved to hear that
she was the French transport Moulourja, returning almost
empty from Gallipoli. The Frenchman stood by until they
reached Mudros again, where the Royal Scots were trans-
ferred to her.

The following G.R.O. was published to the Army shortly
afterwards :

* General Routine Orders
by
General Sir Ian Hamilton, G.C.B,, D.S.0., A.D.C,,
Commanding Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.
G.H.Q.
M.E.F.
Adjutant General’s Branch.
300. Acts of Gallantry

“The general commanding desires to place on
record the courage and presence of mind shown by
the Officers and Men of the 4th Batt. Royal Scots in
the undermentioned circumstances which occurred on
the night of the r2th June, 1914.

“This Battalion was on board H.M.S. Reindeer
when she collided with s.s. Immingham, which was
sunk. The situation immediately after the accident
was critical but at no time was there any sign of panic,
and it was largely owing to the gallant behaviour of
the troops on board, who upheld the highest traditions
of the service, that no loss of life was incurred on this
occasion.”

T.L.D. B
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Brig.-Gen. Scott-Moncrieff with his staff and this half
of the 4th Royal Scots crossed to Cape Helles on two
destroyers, arriving and disembarking without loss on the
afternoon of the 14th of June.

With the exception of its artillery, none of which it ever
saw during the whole of the time that it was on the Peninsula,
and the 147th Brigade, which landed on the 3rd July, the
Division had gathered all its principal fighting units at
Cape Helles by the end of June.



CHAPTER 11
(6TH TO 24TH JuUNE, 191f%)
GALLIPOLI: CAPE HELLES

Why look the distant mountains
So gloomy and so drear ?

Are rain-clouds passing o’er them,
Or is the tempest near ?

No shadow of the tempest
Is there, nor wind nor rain—

'Tis Charon that is passing by,
With all his gloomy train.

The Refusal of Charon :
WiLLiAM EDMONDSTOUNE AYTOUN.

IN order to realize the circumstances, under which the
Division commenced its active service, it is necessary to
give a brief résumé of the general situation at the time.
The British, French and Belgian armies were just holding
their own on a thin line of entrenchments, which ran from
the Belgian coast to the Swiss frontier, and some had re-
cognized that a decisive break-through against the Germanic
hordes on that front could not be made without such a
preponderance of strength as would only be possible after
several years of preparation. Russia was already gasping
under her efforts to hold back the German invasion, when,
on the 31st October, 1914, Turkey entered the struggle on
the Teutonic side. The Ottoman Government at once
closed the narrow but vital gateway of the Dardanelles to
Russia, with the result that but for a small ice-free port on
the Arctic, the Trans-Siberian Railway, and Bulgaria—a
very doubtful neutral—Russia, during the winter, was
19
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practically beleaguered by her enemies, or by barriers of
mountains, snow or sand. In summer-time she was no
better off, except that the port of Archangel was open.
Turkey had struck at Russia in the Caucasus early in
January, 1914, and, although the latter had managed to
parry the blow, she was having so much difficulty in securing
her supplies of munitions that such another thrust from
either a German-Austrian or a Turkish army might have
been fatal. On 2nd January, 1915, Russia appealed to the
British Government for aid, and it was promised, despite
Britain’s own difficulties. A month later the Turks struck
at the Suez Canal from Palestine, endeavouring to sever
one of the main arteries of the British Empire. The
venture ended in disaster for the Turks, but it showed their
ability to cross the Sinai Desert with heavy guns. These
events, and their inevitable influence on the minds of the
peoples of Asia, Egypt and the Balkans, made it imperative
that some immediate blow should be struck at the Turkish
Empire.

he British. War Council decided to attack Constanti-
nople with a fleet, through the Dardanelles, hoping thereby
to achieve the following results :

(1) to sever irretrievably the bulk of the Turkish Empire
from the German-Austrian Powers ;

(2) to oi)en the Dardanelles so that munitions of war
could be poured into Russia, and so that the latter
could send out her grain in return ;

(3) to distract the Turks from any further attempts
against Russia or the Suez Canal, and perhaps to
cause a revolution in Constantinople which would
put a government in power that would conclude a
separate peace ;

(4) to bring such doubtful neutrals as Bulgaria and
Greece to the side of Britain and her Allies; and

(5) to complete another section of the iron wall which
was slowly enclosing the Central Powers.

The long, narrow strait of the Dardanelles, or Hellespont,
is the only way by which ships can pass from the outer seas
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and the Aegean to the Sea of Marmora and Constantinople.
That city, the ancient Byzantium, has always commanded
the Bosphorus, the final corridor into the Black Sea, whence
mighty rivers give access to the very heart of Central Europe
and Russia. Great memories brood over this strip of silver
water, which cuts asunder the continents of Europe and
Asia, from the heroes of Troy to Xerxes, Alexander the
Great, Constantine, the Fourth Crusade, and Suleyman.
In 1807 and in 1878 British fleets passed through the
Dardanelles, encountering little or no resistance, but no
hostile fleet has forced the passage of this strait in the face
of serious opposition.

At the Aegean mouth of the Dardanelles, between the
villages of Sedd el Bahr in Europe and Kum Kale in Asia,
the strait is about two miles wide. Running in a north-
easterly direction for about fourteen miles, the channel,
because of the curve taken by the Asiatic shore, broadens
out into that sheet of water about five miles wide, which
was to be the theatre of the gallant but disastrous attempt
of the Allied Fleet to force the Narrows. Between the
minarets of Chanak on the Asiatic side, and the village of
Kilid Bahr on the European, the channel turns to the north
for about four miles. In the neighbourhood of these two
places its shores are less than a mile apart, and, from the
heights above to the edge of the water, bristled with the
heaviest artillery. This stretch is called the Narrows.
Afterwards, the channel runs north-east again for about
twenty-five miles with an average width of about three
miles, until it passes the large town of Gallipoli, from which
the peninsula forming the northern shore takes its name.
Here it narrows down again to a width of less than two miles,
but widens again to four miles at Bulair on the isthmus of
the peninsula, where it opens out into the Sea of Marmora.
The land on both sides is broken and hilly, the peninsula
heights as a rule dominating the Asiatic shores, although
several miles away to the east the ground rises up to the
distant, blue mountain range of Ida, 3000 feet, the Turkish
Kara Dagh.

On the southern side, just within the Aegean entrance,
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lie the green and marshy plains, where could be seen the
low hill on which stood the ancient city of Troy, with its
reminder of earlier wars for the right to use this waterway.
Further east the ground rises to the grey cliffs and heights
which overlook the Narrows. The northern shore of the
southern reaches is formed almost entirely of precipitous
cliffs, which are seamed by deep ravines, and finally over-
shadow the Narrows and the more low-lying Asiatic shore
from a height of over soo feet. The hills directly behind
Kilid Bahr, covered with scrub but with very occasional
patches of cultivation like the rest of the countryside, rise
to nearly 700 feet, and completely command the forts at
the Narrows. The principal elevation is called by the
Turks the Pasha Dagh, and is often referred to as the Kilid
Bahr Plateau.

The channel itself varies in depth from twenty-five to
fifty fathoms. Being the only outﬁet for the Danube and
many mighty Russian rivers, it has a current of very cold
water flowing perpetually into the Mediterranean and
coming through the Narrows at a speed of four miles an
hour. The channel was entirely blocked by numerous
mine-fields, and the current could be utilized to carry
drifting mines down on to attacking warships.

Between 18th February and 7th March the British and
French Fleets destroyed the Turkish batteries at Sedd el
Bahr and Kum Kale, and bombarded those at Dardanus,
Chanak and Kilid Bahr. On 18th March twelve British
and four French battleships, with lesser craft, tried to force
the Narrows, but, whilst offering perfect targets themselves,
they could not locate and silence the mobile batteries of
howitzers which rained heavy shells on them from one
hiding place after another away behind the crests of the
cliffs. Neither could the accompanying destroyers and
trawlers effectively counter the shoals of drifting mines.
One French and two British battleships were sunk on this
day, while others sustained serious damage, and the Allies
had to admit failure, being unfortunately ignorant of the
fact that, as we now know, the Turks had hardly any
ammunition left.
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Meanwhile, it had been realized that the ground com-
manding the Straits must be in the possession of the Allies,
or the narrow water-way would only form a death-trap for
the ships, even if they did get through the Narrows, and
accordingly a military landing had been decided upon.
Unfortunately, through no fault of the army commanders
in the Aegean, the troops were not ready. Further, when
they were ready, they had to wait for good weather before
a landing was possible on the confined and exposed beaches
of the Peninsula. Over five precious weeks went past,
during which the Turks, now fully warned of their danger,
made the cliffs around all possible landing-places as im-
pregnable as mines, machine-guns, entrenchments, wire-
entanglements, and concealed artillery could make them.

The Gallipoli Peninsula, referred to afterwards as
Gallipoli, is roughly shaped like a foot, the toe being at
Cape Helles, the sole towards the Dardanelles, the heel at
the town of Gallipoli, and the ankle at Bulair, the latter
being bent back to join the mainland of Thrace. It is very
hilly and is about fifty-four miles long, varying in breadth
from three miles, where the Bulair Lines span the more
low-lying isthmus, to over thirteen miles between Cape
Suvla and the Straits, drawing in further south to from five
to six and a half at the Narrows, then to three and a half at
Krithia, and finally shrinking to a mile and a half at Cape
Helles, four and a half miles from that village.

It was in this restricted area between Krithia and Cape
Helles that lay the arena, little over nine square miles in
extent, which was the scene of most of the fighting of the
Division on Gallipoli.

There were no railways following either shore of the
Dardanelles, and what few roads there were on the Pen-
insula were very poor, for the sea furnished the normal
means of communication. When, later on, our submarines
made sea transit almost impossible for the Turks, they
still had their European and Asiatic overland routes. The
European ran by ral from Constantinople to Uzun Keupru
and thence by road to Bulair. The Asiatic ran by rail
from Scutari on the Bosphorus to Panderma on the Sea of
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Marmora, and thence by road to Chanak. As most of the
Turkish reinforcements and the bulk of their supplies,
apart from munitions of war, came from Asia, this route,
despite the circuitous line followed by the railway in Asia
Minor, was really not so inconvenient. Smyrna, for
example, was only nine hours from Panderma. Neither
overland route presented any considerable difficulty.

The immediate object of the military expedition was to
capture the heights commanding the Narrows, and with
them the forts and mine-fields which barred that passage.
Sir Ian Hamilton decided on a series of simultaneous
landings at the extreme southern end of Gallipoli ; together
with one at that cove now known to history as Anzac,}
which lies on the western shore almost directly across the
Peninsula from the Narrows.

The coast of Gallipoli, south-west of Krithia, is a wall
of precipitous cliffs, varying from 65 and 100 feet high at
Capes Tekke and Helles at the south-eastern extremity, to
300 feet and more on either shore to the north-west and
south-east of Krithia.

In three places this mighty rampart of grey stone and
crumbling rock admits of ascent :

(1) at the narrow “ X Beach” or * Implacable Land-
ing,” which lies a mile north-east of Cape Tekke,
where the cliffs are lower, and being very soft and
crumbling are less steep ;

(2) at ““ W Beach ” or * Lancashire Landing,” where a
shallow sandy gully runs in between Capes Tekke
and Helles; and

(3) at “V Beach” or * River Clyde Landing,” between
Cape Helles and Sedd el Bahr, where the cliffs
become slopes, making the bay like an amphi-
theatre about five hundred yards across.

In three places it is cut by gorges descending to sea-level :

(1) at “Y 2 ” or “ Gully Beach,” a mile north-east of
“ X Beach,” where, like a deep, long, narrow gash

1 Taking its name from the initial letters of the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps.
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in the country-side, the Saghir Dere or Gully
Ravine, with cliffs of 100 feet high, barely 100
yards apart at the top, runs south-west with many
twists and turns, but roughly parallel to the coast,
until the latter turns in to meet it ;

(2) at the curve of Morto Bay, and “S Beach” or
“ Casson’s Landing,” where the various water-
courses drain the concave interior of the peninsula,
and there is a complete break for over a mile between
the wooded slopes of Sedd el Bahr and the fine,
200 feet high headland, which overlooks De
Tott’s Battery at Hissarlik Point ; and also

(3) more than a mile further to the north-east, where
the great, wide gorge of Kereves Dere curves round
to the south into the Hellespont.

These are the six breaks which concern us principally,
and opposite each of them is a strip of sandy beach, over
which 1n the wet season the nullahs or watercourses pour
raging torrents into the sea. Morto Bay, River Clyde
Landing, and most of Lancashire Landing are in full view
of the Asiatic coast from a distance of less than three miles.

Two miles to the north-east of the mouth of Gully
Ravine lies “Y Beach ” or “ Koe’s Landing,” a strip of
sand, above which towered, 200 feet high, with its pre-
cipitous and crumbling sides seamed by numerous scrub-
covered gullies, the height afterwards known as Ghurka
Bluff. :

With its fringe of cliffs, and the soft graceful lines of its
hills, Gallipoli is very beautiful from the sea, and in the
springtime has lovely colouring from its flowers, although
in summer everything becomes parched and assumes a
tawny hue.

As the year advanced, the weather became fine and
settled, so that landings on the exposed beaches were
possible. On 24th APril the collier River Clyde was run
ashore at “V Beach,” and there and elsewhere British
troops from all over the Empire struggled ashore, with
dreadful losses, through entanglements and cross-fire from
machine-guns. Footholds were secured at Casson’s, the
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River Clyde, Lancashire, and the Implacable Landings at
Cape Helles, and at Anzac Cove. Then, short of every-
thing, and with a fickle sea in the rear, the Allies commenced
that series of fierce battles for * elbow-room " against an
enemy who was never less than twice their strength, and
whose lines of communication were secure.

At one time Gallipoli must have been part of a tract of
hilly country. The sea, the weather, and other forces of
nature have worn away the surrounding land until the
present peninsula was formed, its south-eastern end being
the remains of a valley, still shut in by the lower inner
slopes of the hills which had formed it. The remainder
of these hills have disappeared, leaving the peninsula
fringed with those huge cliffs. At the south end of Gal-
lipoli is the valley or depression which runs south-west
from Krithia, and then curves southward to open on to the
Dardanelles at Morto Bay. At its bottom runs the water-
course which is called by the Turks the Kirte Dere, and by
the British Krithia Nullah, because of its point of origin.
Roughly following the same course about 700 yards to the
east runs a lesser watercourse called by the Turks the
Kanli Dere, and by the British Achi Baba Nullah, also from
its place of origin near the summit of the historic hill.

The three most important heights on Gallipoli are as
follows :

(1) Sari Bair, 970 feet high, nearly eight miles north of
Kilid Bahr at the Narrows, and about two and a
half east of Anzac: from this hill the Narrows and
its immediate heights could be dominated at long
range ;

(2) Pasha Dagh, or Kilid Bahr Plateau, over 700 feet
high, a ridge whose eastern end overlooked the
forts near Kilid Bahr and Chanak : this hill was the
key to the Narrows; and

(3) Achi Baba, 720 feet high, a ridge running athwart
the peninsula on a line little more than a mile to
the north-east of Krithia: this hill was the key
to the landings in the Cape Helles area, and from it
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operations could be carried on against the Pasha
Dagh, six miles to the north-east.

Achi Baba is a ridge about four and a half miles long,
forming a barrier right across the peninsula at an average
height of almost goo feet, and little more than five miles
_ from Lancashire Landing, the furthest beach in the Cape
Helles area. Its hump or highest point is in the centre,
and the southern half of the ridge is rather higher than the
northern. At either end it descends sharply, first in
terraces, and then in precipices, into the sea. Directly
below the central hump of Achi Baba on its south-western
face it is scored with gorges, which in many parts are filled
with trees that give observers all the cover they want, and
which unite to form the Krithia and Achi Baba Nullahs or
water-courses. About a mile and a half to the west of the
central hump stands the stone-built village of Krithia with
its gardens and orchards. On its south-eastern side was a
line of five wind-mills which were of the usual Levantine
shape, a cylinder crowned by a flat cone, until they were
ruined by artillery fire. The buildings of Krithia, standing
at a height of 350 feet above sea-level, were most useful to
the Turks for observation of the ground within the British
lines. Inaddition they obtained from them plenty of timber
for dug-outs.

Because of the hollow configuration of the interior,
everything on the surface of the ground within the crest-line
of the surrounding sea-cliffs, a few places excepted, can be
observed from the ridges of Achi Baba.

From Cape Helles, the ground slopes inwards towards
the north-east for about a mile and a half, and then rises in
one long glacis about four miles in length to the crest-line
of Achi Baba. That slope is almost entirely covered with
a low scrub, some of it thorny, and some of it akin to
heather, but all giving perfect cover to the defending
rifleman and machine-gunner. It offered unlimited possi-
bilities for a whole series of defensive lines. About Sedd
el Bahr, and for half a mile inland around Morto Bay, the
country is well wooded. In a few other places there are
cultivated patches and vineyards with a few trees. With
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the exception of the village of Sedd el Bahr there were in the
entire Allied area less than a dozen stone habitations, a few
of these having orchards of figs and olives. In and about
the nullahs, mostly in the lower reaches, were a few trees.
Apart from these and one or two lonely groups of pines on
the higher swells of ground, there was no cover if one
walked outside the shallow Krithia and Achi Baba Nullahs,
or their shallower tributaries.

These nullahs are shallow gullies with sides about twelve
feet high, and for the greater part of the year contain a
thin trickle of water, which meanders from one side of the
floor to the other, linking up a series of slimy-looking
puddles, in which mosquitoes and other insects breed, and
where frogs and tortoises make their home. After heavy
rain they fill up and become swirling torrents. Even the
beds of these nullahs were under observation in many
places from Achi Baba, but, by following under some tiny
cliff or by using some tiny hillock to block the line of view,
they could be used as natural communication trenches to
central points in the front line as it moved forward. It
must not be forgotten that the gorges of Gully Ravine, and
Kereves Dere are of vastly greater depth than the nullahs
of the central depression with its intervening tongues of
moorland.

Behind Achi Baba, to the north-east, lies a series of
beautifully wooded valleys, with unlimited possibilities for
concealed artillery positions, supply bases, and rest-camps
for troops well clear of our shell-fire.

To sum up, the Turks had almost every possible ad-
vantage. In addition, they have been good soldiers ever
since they appeared in history, especially when fighting in
defensive positions.

The British, with the 29th, 42nd (East Lancashire),
Australian, Australian and New Zealand, and Royal Naval
Divisions, together with the 29th Indian Brigade ; and the
French, with the two divisions of their Corps Expedition-
naire Francaise d’Orient, fought their way up the long
moorland slopes of Achi Baba, until by the 21st June a line
was held, which ran approximately from the mouth of
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Kereves Dere to Ghurka Bluff with a bulge towards Achi
Baba in the centre. Because of the shortage of men
directly resulting from the difficulties of landing water and
supplies to keep alive those who were ashore, the Turks
never in the campaign outnumbered the Allies by less than
two to one, and were always fresh men opposing men who
were worn out with fatigue and privation. Ammunition
for the little British artillery that could be landed was
desperately short, so that although the Navy gave help,
without which many an attack must have failed, the Turkish
defences were not properly bombarded with high angle fire,
and the losses of assaulting troops accordingly were appal-
ling. ‘This still further reduced what man-power there was,
with the result that, when a Turkish line of defences was
captured, there were never reserves available to push on.
Several times the way to the summit of Achi Baba lay open
through great gaps torn in the Turkish lines and there only
remained a few shattered remnants of the enemy to be
driven out of the way, but there were only the weary sur-
vivors of the assaulting troops on the field of battle, and the
chances had to be lost. By the time the Allies could make a
further advance, the Turks had brought up reinforcements
of fresh men and had dug a fresh system of defences, one
line of trenches behind another, the higher always en-
filading or otherwise commanding the lower.

The British losses were terrible. But those of the
Turks were worse, and Gallipoli was like an ulcer in their
side continually sapping their strength. In addition, the
campaign, because of its very boldness, was one of the
influences which caused Italy to declare war on Austria
on 23rd May.

The battle fought on 4th June had been a terrible dis-
appointment. The Allies had advanced across the full
breadth of the peninsula, and it seemed as if the morrow
would have seen them over Achi Baba, but the newly-
captured * Haricot Redoubt ”” on the right had been lost
by some French coloured troops, and the new line had been
enfiladed so that it had to be given up, and an advance of
only a few hundred yards was the net result of the battle.

P
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It must not be forgotten that even when Sir Ian Hamilton
had men available at Mudros, he could not always put them
ashore for lack of small craft to carry them, and to keep
them supplied with ammunition, food, and water, when
they were ashore. It was therefore essential to conserve
as much as was possible those troops who had already been
landed by reducing to a minimum the casualties suffered in
assaults. This could only be done by silencing the fire
of enemy artillery and machine-guns with a greater volume
of fire z'om British guns on shore. The warships were
splendid against the extreme Turkish right, and in shelling
main features behind the enemy front line, but could do
very little against the concealed artillery and machine-gun
emplacements of the Turkish centre and left, because they
could not see them, and because the trajectory of their
guns was too flat. In those days, when observation by
aeroplane was in its infancy, it was dangerous for the Navy
to bombard enemy trenches lying near the Allied lines,
unless they could see from their own ships the exact places
where their shells struck. The saucer-like configuration
of Cape Helles caused the inward slopes to commence
directly at the edges of the cliffs. This prevented direct
observation from the sea of most of the enemy trench
systems which were contiguous to the Allied lines. More
artillery ashore, especially howitzers, and above all more
ammunition, especially high explosive (H.E.), were what
Sir Ian Hamilton required. Even for the few guns which
he had he was lamentably short of ammunition. The
fault for this lay somewhere in the British Isles, for his
letters and despatches show that he was continually asking
for them, with every possible warning as to the inevitable
consequences if he were not supplied. He did not get them
until too late, and he and his men had to pay the penalty.

Small assaults and counter-attacks followed the battle
of 4th June, and on the 21st the French re-captured the
‘“ Haricot Redoubt.” By this time, however, the Turks
had organized new.lines of defences, and the ramifications
of their trench systems were rapidly growing.

Turkish heavy artillery could not only shell the Allied
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lines from concealed positions behind Achi Baba with
fire perfectly directed from its ridges, but, using the same
observation posts, they could completely enfilade the Cape
Helles area from the Asiatic coast, and shoot right into its
rear from Kum Kale. British warships could enfilade the
Turkish right from the Aegean, and in the earlier stages
had enfiladed their left and covered the southern Allied
flank from the Dardanelles. However, enemy submarines
and torpedo boats had succeeded in sinking the battleships
Goliath, Triumph, and Majessic, after which the ships,
with the exception of a monitor and a few destroyers, were
withdrawn to more open waters. British warships could
shell the Turkish areas north of Achi Baba, but, because
of their vast extent, broken nature, and the numerous
woods, which gave perfect concealment, it was almost
impossible to observe the effects of the fire.

Meanwhile, the Turkish trench systems grew into an
immense network, and both sides settled down to trench
warfare.

Sir Ian Hamilton has written as follows of Cape Helles :
“ With the wind in certain quarters no sort of landing is
rossiblc; the wastage, by bombardment and wreckage, of
ighters and small craft has led to crisis after crisis in our
carrying capacity, whilst over every single beach plays
fitfully throughout each day a devastating shell-fire at
medium ranges.”’

Munitions of all kinds, food, and even water had to be
brought over the sea and landed at the wonderful piers of
wood-piles, stone, lighters and half-sunken ships, which the
Allies had erected at Lancashire and River Clyde Landings,
the most famous being the one of which the old collier formed
the principal portion. Here, also, the wounded had to be
embarked for Alexandria and Malta.

Because of the miles of fire, and leagues of communica-
tion, trenches which the Allies had been compelled to dig
through the tangle of tough scrub-roots into the marl and
clay, there had been neither time nor labour to do more than
scrape a thin layer of earth over the dead where they could
be reached.
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To this disease-ridden place, where myriads of pestiferous
flies tormented the living ; where the supply of water was
lamentably inadequate ; where men’s throats were parched
with heat, dust, and breathing a foul atmosphere; where
the Turks by this time had all important points ranged to a
yard ; which possessed every possible military defect for
the Allies, came the Division, full of life and expectation,
to do battle for the first time.

When the 145th Brigade arrived on the night of the 6th
June, the troops were landed at the: River Clyde, and had
to clamber up an accommodation ladder on to the much-
bombarded old collier, follow a devious path through her
battered interior, descend a gangway through a hole in her
bow on to a lighter, and then pick their way ashore over a
number of half-sunken lighters and boats linked up with
simple plank bridges. Every man at the time was neces-
sarily laden up with rifle and bayonet, pick or shovel, pack,
other accoutrements, blanket, ground-sheet, and 1 50 rounds
of ammunition. Those who landed in daylight, did so
almost free from shelling; but at night the beaches and
piers were bombarded by the Asiatic guns, sometimes
heavily, and sometimes with only an occasional shell.
In daylight one could see how honey-combed with dug-outs
were the slopes and gullies round the landings; but at
night one had to wend one’s way up as best one could
through this strange world of cave-dwellings and heaps of
stores. To add to the difficulties of the latter, the guides
were usually very much at fault, largely owing to the dark-
ness and lack of defined routes with landmarks. As soon
as troops crested the rise, they could see the flashes of rifle-
fire and flares from Verey pistols in the firing line on the
slopes of Achi Baba.

Passing between numerous shell-holes, and occasionally
falling into them, they were taken to the ““ Rest Camp.”
This was an area on the inner or north-eastern slopes of
Cape Helles, completely bare but for a few bushes and
stunted trees, and accordingly in full view of Turkish
observation posts on Achi Baba a little over four miles away.
The only shelter that awaited them on their arrival consisted
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of a number of * funk-holes ”’ a few feet deep, shaped like
graves, in which men could lie down. A certain amount
of shelter from the sun was obtained by pegging a water-
proof sheet over the top. There were only sufficient of
these dug-outs for a fraction, so that all ranks set to work to
dig fresh holes and to deepen and lengthen existing ones.
This was the invariable experience of all troops landing at
Cape Helles. Those who had to reach the *“ Rest Camp ”
in daylight always did so in artillery formation, small
columns spread out so that one shell could only put com-
paratively few men out of action.

The morning of 7th June dawned, and the newly-
arrived men could see the low ridge of Achi Baba, with its
central hump bathed in early sunlight, many, who knew
nothing as yet of its long slope, wondering how it could be
such a strong position. At 6 a.m. the Turks started to
shell the camp, continuing to do so at intervals throughout
the day, until evening. By that time a number had been
killed or wounded, and Major Taylor, R.A.M.C. (T),
attached 4th R.S.F., had been struck by shrapnel about
7.3§ p.m., dying from his wounds the following morning.
He was the first officer in the Division to lose his life in
action. This shelling was a daily practice, and burst out
at odd and unexpected moments, always taking its toll.
Despite this, however, the daily life and traffic of the place
went on. Animals had to be taken to water. Men had
to move about on digging fatigues. There were always
sick, wounded and dying to be brought from different points
in the motor-ambulances. Processions of the light two-
wheeled Indian transport carts moved about all day with
stores to and from the trenches and elsewhere. 'The ground
was dry, and its surface had been pulverized until it was
covered with a fine yellow and brown dust. The con-
tinually moving feet and wheels threw this into the air,
where it was caught by air-currents, so that it hung like a
thin mist all about and over the * Rest Camp "’ areas, and
away back to the beaches. This had two important
effects : everyone had to inhale a foul, thirst-compelling
dust, but it also made it very difficult for the Turks to
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observe their own fire. Looking back from the front line
to the ““ Rest Camp ” one could only see a couple of miles,
and then the distance was gradually lost in a light, yellow
fog. The dust took its toll but it also helped to make life
in these areas possible.

At times, when the heat was very great, miniature
whirlwinds would spring up, catching up the dust and
everything that would lift into a column or * dust-devil,”
several hundred feet high. When the wind was strong
the dust was blown everywhere and into everything. In
ordinary times food was always covered with a deposit of
this grit and filthy dust, which had to be swallowed with it,
but when the wind was high it was best not to attempt
liquid food, as it became little better than sandy mud.

Normally, before new troops were sent to hold trenches
where the safety of part of the line would depend on them
alone, they served an apprenticeship of a £w days with
experienced troops in the firing line, in order to learn the
strange craft of living and fighting in trenches. The
battle of 4th June was just simmering down, and it was
essential that the 29th Division, which was then in the
left sector, should be given an opportunity to secure for a
short period whatever rest could be obtained in these
surroundings. It was therefore decided to put into the line
at once the three Lowland battalions which had landed.
The 4th and sth R.S.F. were to hold the front lines, with
the sth K.O.S.B. in reserve, and accordingly, officers of the
R.S.F. units were sent up on 8th June to the 88th Brigade
(29th Division) to learn the geography of the trenches and
to accustom themselves to the methods of trench warfare.

The trench system at Cape Helles can be best described
as a vast system of miles and miles of roofless corridors
with walls about seven or eight feet in height, which wound
about in all directions with the most complicated ramifica-
tions. Apparently, their twists and turns were completely
meaningless and without order. In fact, they were decided
by the necessity of avoiding outcrops of rock, of linking
up trenches, of making frequent traverses and bends to
limit the effects of enemy shell-fire, of avoiding observation
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from enemy trenches on a higher swell of F—round, of covering
certain ground with fire and of sapping forward to vantage-
ground for that purpose, and so on. The result was a
tangle of trenches wherever the front line had stayed any
time, and a fresh system of communication trenches when
it had been pushed forward again. The nullahs only
touched a few points, and, because of their width and
exact identification on Turkish maps, they were shelled
regularly. For this reason they were frequently impassable.
* Clapham Junction,” where Krithia Nullah was joined by
a tributary, was one example of a thoroughly unhealthy
spot.

pThc limited number of trench maps that were available
for the infantry were drawings reproduced by a gelatine
process, and under the circumstances they were most
clever productions, without which the trenches would have
appeared an inextricable maze. They were, however, not
always accurate, and could not possibly show every turn and
blind alley. It had been possible to put up sign-boards
(often only of card-board or paper) in very few places in the
trenches, and, if anyone lost his way, it was risky to look
for a landmark over the top ; snipers were everywhere, and,
naturally, the worst labyrinths were near the front line.
If he did peep over the top along the ground level he
usually saw a grisly world, strange and unrecognizable.
Useful landmarks were few and far between.

There were a few printed maps, but they did not reach
the infantry until later.

The relieving of units in the trenches was difficult enough
in daytime, but far more so at night. Those leaving had to
point out the positions of enemy trenches, and of Allied
trenches which, in these tortuous lines, could easily be
mistaken for Turkish; they had to indicate enemy snipers’
posts, probable machine-guns, and possible lines of ap-
proach ; they had to show the newcomers the ramifications
of their own section of the line. This could only be done
properly by day. It usually took about a couple of hours,
after which the tired men relieved could make their wa
down the miles of trenches to the ‘“ Rest Camp,” and,
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possibly before darkness set in, see in what manner and in
what hole they were going to lie down.

On the afternoon of gth June the three battalions, each
with a couple of guides, went up to the front lines for the
first time. When it was necessary to move a body of men
on Gallipoli, the movement had to be made as unobtrusively
as possible. Companies were detailed off to their places
in the fire and support trenches before any move was made.
They left the *“ Rest Camp " and got into the communica-
tion trenches in successions of small sections in single file,
each man being laden with rifle, ammunition, and every-
thing he possessed, in addition usually to a pick or shovel.
All men stayed in their dug-outs until their section was due
to move off. A few stunted trees, some bushes, and folds
in the ground gave some cover; but the Turks usually
could tell when a move was in progress, probably by
noticing extra dust rising from the communication trenches,
or by noting an occasional series of rifle-muzzles moving
up and down above the parapets. Very soon, for this
reason, men were forbidden to carry rifles slung over their
shoulders. Turkish artillery always searched the com-
munication trenches with shrapnel during a move, and
caused some casualties; but the heavily laden and per-
spiring men trudged steadily and cheerily on, despite the
flies which tormented them, and the heat that struck back
from the yellow and white sides and floors of the trench.

The unit of the 29th Division relieved by the sth R.S.F.
was the sth Royal Scots. This Edinburgh unit had been
reduced by battle and disease to about 2 §o men, and only
needed a few trenches for its accommodation. When the
Ayrshire men arrived, 8o strong, there was not room for
them .all, and they overflowed into the communication
trenches, a condition of affairs which never occurred again
in the Division. Seventy men were sent back to the
“Rest Camp,” where the quartermasters had their
“ dumps ”’ or battalion bases.

The trenches having been taken over and sentries
posted, all ranks speedily settled down to the novel con-
ditions and became used to the fact that the Turks were



CAPE HELLES 37

only a few dozen yards away. From sunset until nightfall,
every man ‘‘stood to.”” No man in the fire trenches was
allowed to take his equipment off, or be away from his
rifle, which had its magazine filled and bayonet fixed.
At night, when not acting as one of the numerous sentries
that unceasingly watched “ No Man’s Land ”’ from almost
every fire-bay, men slept in their equipment, lying on the
fire-step or the floor of the trench, with their rifles immedi-
ately at hand. Officers on duty patrolled quietly up and
down, treading in and out of the sleeping men. The
sentries used their ears almost as much as their eyes, despite
the continual dribble of rifle-fire from the Turkish trenches,
and hum and crack of the bullets. Now and again our own
sentries sent back an answering shot, or fired at some dark
object in “ No Man’s Land "’ which seemed to have moved.
Many a swollen or shrivelled corpse was shot time and
again in this way, for the ground everywhere was littered
with them. This shooting served to keep Turkish patrols
at arm’s length, and did not disturb the sound sleep of the
tired men between their turns of duty as sentries. Special
vigilance was necessary, because of the recent battle and
the possibility of Turkish night attacks. There was a
little wire in front of some parts of the British line, but in
most places there was nothing between the British bayonets
and a Turkish onslaught but the heaps of dead.

An hour before dawn all * stood-to *’ again, and watched
the yellow and grey lines of upturned earth, the forward
faces of the Turkish parapets, gradually re-appearing,
while the morning light caught the hump of Achi Baba
almost three miles away. This was a busy time for the
snipers of both sides, watching for unwary look-outs and
working parties who did not get their heads down quickly
enough.

Many fewer sentries were required in the daytime, but
when the men were not trying to sleep despite the myriads
of flies that never ceased to pester them, they were kept
busy cleaning their arms, and improving the trenches, which
had only now been in British possession for a few days.
Fire-steps had to be made, parapets to be thickened,
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traverses to be built, and new communication trenches to
be dug. It was best to keep the minds of men occupied,
until they had got thoroughly used to finding dead buried
in the parapets, and accustomed to breathing an atmosphere
which told only too plainly that proper sanitation was
absolutely impossible. When the sun was about its
zenith, the yellow and white sides of the trenches formed
them into sun-baths and the heat was terrific. All were
wearing ordinary serge uniforms. Cotton drill never
reached the Division while it was on Gallipoli.

Now and again the Turks shelled the trenches heavily,
or their snipers became especially daring, and at such times
casualty lists became longer.

On the morning of the 11th June the trenches of the
4th R.S.F. shook to a high explosive bombardment, resulting
in the loss of Captain A. Logan and one other rank killed,
and one officer and twenty other ranks wounded. The
dead were buried, the wounded were carried away down
the long narrow trenches, and the parapets and traverses
were repaired. The next day enemy snipers succeeded
in crawling unobserved into some scrub, whence they could
shoot at men engaged in carrying up water and rations as
they passed a gap where a trench had fallen in. A few
more casualties were added to the list before this could be
repaired. One has only to look at any heather-clad moor-
land to realize the amount of cover available for an enter-
prising sniper on the long, swelling slopes of Achi Baba.

On the 13th the 1545th Brigade was relieved and pro-
ceeded to the * Rest Camp,” the sth R.S.F. handing over
again to the sth Royal Scots, who distinguished themselves
five days later in helping to repel a heavy Turkish attack.
Troops in the *“ Rest Camp ’ were always worked very much
harder, and usually were in much greater danger from enemy
shell-fire than those in the front line. Turkish gunners
at Kum Kale could shell the * Rest Camp "’ with ease from
its rear, whilst they did not dare to shell the British forward
trenches for fear of hitting the defenders of their own
front line.

It was quite common for a battalion in the *“ Rest Camp "’
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to be asked for larger fatigue parties than it could possibly
supply. The need for labour was very great, if only for
the digging and deepening of those vital communication
trenches. Even after dark this was dangerous, for all
night long the Turks sprayed the rear lines with a dropping
fire from rifles and machine-guns. On the night otP the
18-19th the 4th R.S.F. lost one man killed and four
wounded from this cause.

At this time the 155th Brigade (less the sth K.O.S.B.,
attached Royal Naval Division) was attached to the 42nd
Division. he 156th Brigade, after it landed on the
12/14th, came under the 29th .Division.

On the morning of the 14th the “ Rest Camp” was
heavily shelled from Asia, the 8th Cameronians losing some
men. The Turks must have had a number of long-range
guns for this purpose, but whenever they opened fire
the men always referred to them by the generic term of
‘ Asiatic Annie.” Later in the day, Sir Ian Hamilton,
accompanied by General Hunter-Weston, G.O.C., 8th
Corps, met Brigadier-Generals Erskine and Scott-Mon-
crieff, and walked round the dug-outs with them, chatting
with the officers and men, and gathering a favourable im-
pression of their morale. The 4th K.O.S.B. were sent up
to the front lines the same day to spend a night with the
88th Brigade (29th Division) for instruction, and parties
of officers and N.C.O.’s from the 146th Brigade went up
during the day for the same purpose.

The period that followed was one of continual work on
communication and fire-trenches behind the front line,
carried out under cover of darkness and usually to the
accompaniment of dropping fire from Turkish rifles and
machine-guns. Everyone got so used to the “ ping”
and “ plop-plop ”’ of the bullets that they took no notice,
but worked steadily on, despite an occasional casualty.

It was not so much the Turkish shells arriving occasion-
ally from front, flank and rear, that kept men from sleeping
when in the “ Rest Camp,” as the myriads of flies, which
refused to be driven away, and crawled over faces and
hands in maddening persistency. The rations consisted
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mainly of bully-beef, army biscuits, bread, jam, onions, and
tea. Everything had to be kept covered until it was
actually going to be eaten. Then it was necessary to
wave it about in the hand to prevent flies settling on it
before it could be piloted into the mouth. With the
accompanying dust and lack of water, it is not surprising
that dysentery soon made its appearance, for every fly was
a carrier of that disease. The gct that the Allied Armies
on Gallipoli were not destroyed in a few weeks by the
outbreak of some pestilence is only explained by the
inoculations and the wonderful efforts of the R.A.M.C.

On the 18th, the 8th Scottish Rifles started to move up
to the trenches in the evening, but a heavy Turkish attack
coming on, they spent the night in the Eski Lines, which
ran across the peninsula about a mile behind the firing lines.
The enemy was repulsed and the next day the 146th
Brigade moved up to the trenches, the 8th Scottish Rifles
being on the left, and the 4th Royal Scots on the right.
The sth R.S.F. were moved to the reserve lines about
Clapham Junction. The communication trenches and
“ Rest Camp " were shelled heavily whilst the move was
in progress, and the 156th Brigade lost g killed and 17
wounded before it was complete. Those still in the
“ Rest Camp ” were not immune, the 4th R.S.F. losing
one officer and one man killed, and fourteen wounded.

The 215t was the day of the French recapture of * Haricot
Redoubt.” The attack began at dawn, and Lt.-Col.
H. M. Hannan, T.D., C.O. of the 8th Scottish Rifles, a
tall man, was watching the battle from an artillery obser-
vation post when, at 7.30 a.m., he was shot dead by a Turkish
sniper. He had devoted most of his leisure time to his
battalion and to work in the Glasgow Battalion of the
Boys Brigade, and was beloved and respected by all. The
command now devolved upon Major J. M. Findlay.

At 1 a.m. on the same morning Major-General Egerton
arrived with the divisional staff. There was no one to tell
them where to go, so that they had to lie down on the beach
until daylight ; generals and privates fared much the same
at Cape Helles.
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The 4th Royal Scots had two crack shots in C.Q.M.S.
Dewar, King’s Prizeman of 1914, and Coy. Sgt.-Maj.
D. Lowe. Both accounted for several Turkish snipers.
Comparatively, this was a quiet spell in the trenches.
High explosive bombardments at night produced the
curious effect of filling the atmosphere more than ever with
fine white dust, which coated faces and hung on to hair,
until when morning dawned everyone bore a most ghastly
appearance. No one escaped this dust, and the moustaches
and eyebrows of men in these trenches were often white,
quite apart from the age of the owner.

The 156th Brigade was relieved on the 24th, and made
its way back to the *“ Rest Camp " with very few casualties,
despite the shelling which accompanied the move.

Whenever it was possible, all ranks were taken in parties
for a bathe at one of the beaches, usually either “ Y * or
*“X,” although even there they were not free from shell-
fire. This sea-bathing was of great value and a great
relief to everyone. Every effort was made to keep down
lice and other vermin, hair being usually cropped to the
skull, but the filthy verminous condition of captured
Turkish trenches made it impossible to do more than keep
these pests somewhat at bay.



CHAPTER 111
(25t TO 28TH JUNE, 191%)

THE BATTLE OF THE 28ta JUNE, 191§

I've seen the smiling
Of Fortune beguiling,
I've felt all its favours, and found its decay ;
Sweet was its blessing,
Kind its caressing,
But now it is fled—fled far away.

ALisoN RuTHERFORD (MRrs. COCKBURN).

THE use of artillery, particularly with high explosive (H.E.),
was such a decisive factor in the Great War, and the lack
of it had so much to do with the loss of the campaign at
Cape Helles, that we must learn something about the great
detl:ciencies of this arm of the service in that area, in order
to understand the battles which followed, and the con-
ditions under which the Division had to fight.

Brigadier-General Sir Hugh Simpson Baikie, who com-
manded the British artillery at Cape Helles during all the
big attacks and counter-attacks of June, July, and August,
of whom Lord Kitchener had a high opinion, and whom Sir
Ian Hamilton describes as a ** deep-thinking, studious, and
scientific officer,” has included the following in a formal
statement on the condition of affairs in that area :

‘ Although there was only one Battery of 4.5 and one
Battery of 6 in. howitzers at Helles there was always an
extreme deficiency of howitzer H.E. ammunition. . ..
Throughout the above months (June, July and August),
constant appeals were made to me by Infantry Commanders
to bombard the Turkish trenches with H.E. in order to

42
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retaliate for the loss our men had suffered from the Turkish
guns using H.E. Such requests I had invariably to
refuse.

*“ There were fifty-six 18-pdrs. at Helles when I assumed
command on the 29th May, and subsequently they were
increased to seventy-two at the end of July. Except for
640 rounds of H.E., which was fired off during the 4th
June battle, no more H.E. arrived till the end of July....

* The total amount (of ordinary 18-pdr. ammn.) I could
therefore allot justifiably for the artillery preparation before
an attack of our four British Infantry Divisions never ex-
ceeded 12,000 rounds; as from 6000 to 7000 must
necessarily be kept in reserve to assist in beating off the
determined hostile counter-attacks.... Artillery ammu-
nition was a constant anxiety to the higher commanders
on the Western Front also, but never, I believe, had in-
fantry to attack with so little artillery support as the above.
. .. Inoneaction at St. Eloi (near Ypres) on 14th or 15th
February, in which only the 27th Division was concerned,
the artillery of this Division (so the C.R.A. informed me)
alone fired 10,000 18-pdr. rounds in one night. ...

“In comparing the ammunition expenditure in France
in 191§ and in the Dardanelles, the enormous discrepancy
in the number of 18-pdrs. per division must be taken into
account. Reckoning on the scale of the number of 18-pdrs.
allotted to a British division in France, we had at Helles
little more than sufficient 18-pdrs. for one division, yet
with this number we had to give artillery support to four
divisions. . . .

“ The complete absence of H.E. was severely felt, as
shrapnel was of little use for destroying trenches, machine
gun emplacements, etc. . . .

*“ During June two batteries,! and during July two more
batteries of ¢-inch howitzers, manned by Territorials,
arrived at Helles. During the last week of July the first
two batteries were sent to Anzac. Some of these howitzers

1These must be the batteries of the 4th Lowland Howitzer Brigade, of
which only one was ever on Cape Helles. The 5th Battelxv was ordered
to Cape Helles, but was diverted to Anzac. It never landed at Helles.
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were very old and worn by corrosion, and were consequently
inaccurate. . . .

‘ As for heavy artillery, practically speaking there was
none ! Only one 6-inch howitzer battery (4 howitzers)
and one 60-pdr. battery (4 guns) were in action at Helles up
to July when four more guns of the latter calibre were
landed. ... The 60-pdrs. were of little use, as the recoil
was too great for the carriages, and the latter broke down
beyond repair by our limited resources after very few rounds.
At the beginning of August only one 60-pdr. gun remained
in action. Consequently we had no heavy guns capable
of replying to the Turkish heavy guns which enveloped
us on three sides, and from whose fire our infantry and
artillery suffered severely. . ..

“ During June and July one 6-inch howitzer and twenty-
five 18-pdrs. (out of a total of seventy-two), as well as one or
two 60-pdrs., were put out of action by direct hits from the
hostile artillery. ... Guns were often further damaged
while under repair. Damaged guns had sometimes to
wait for days in this workship (on “ W ”* beach) until other
guns had been damaged in a different place by the hostile
artillery. Then possibly one efficient gun could be made
up of the undamaged portions of one, two or more guns. . . .

‘“ As for anti-aircraft guns, they did not exist at all, and
the hostile aeroplanes used to fly over and drop bombs ad
bib. . ..

‘“ As regards trench mortars ... I believe there were
not a dozen at Helles during the whole period I was there,
and these were of such an indifferent type as to be practically
useless. . . .

“The terrible casualties suffered by our infantry at
Helles are well known, and my feelings as Artillery Com-
mander, unable to give them anything like the support they
would have had in France or Flanders, may be guessed. . . .

“In Gallipoli the 8th Army Corps at Helles, which
was composed of four British divisions, never had enough
Field Artillery or ammunition to support more than one
division, and never possessed sufficient heavy artillery to
support more than one infantry brigade.”
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From the above it will be readily gathered that the
arrival of the 4th Glasgow Battery was an event of no mean
importance at Cape Helles, although its old g-inch howit-
zers had been used at Omdurman seventeen years before,
as their history sheets showed. This battery brought the
total battle strength of howitzers for the four divisions at
Cape Helles up to fourteen,! provided that none was under
repair. Even at the beginning of the war every division
that went to France took with it eighteen howitzers of
modern design and workmanship, and had the repair shops
of England close at hand.

On the night following their landing, the Glasgow men
took their guns by the coast road below the cliffs from
“W?” beach to their position by Gully Ravine. They
used the horses of a regular battery, whose major gave all
the help he could. The battery position was at the tip of
the narrow tongue of land, which separates Gully Ravine
from the sea, and is edged by cliffs of almost 150 feet in
height. Before daylight everything was camouflaged.
By the next evening, 24th June, gun-pits and dug-outs
had been dug ; the sector for which they were responsible,
which was close to the sea, had been thoroughly recon-
noitred ; observation posts had been selected in the forward
trenches, and telephones had been laid to connect them
with the battery position about 2000 yards in rear. In
many places the British and Turkish lines were not more
than fifty yards apart, and from a few hundred yards away
it was most difficult to distinguish the opposing trenches.
On the same day the battery had its first shoot for the
registration of ranges, etc.

The heat of the day was fierce, but shelter could be
had from the pitiless sun in the dug-outs, which were
built into the sides of the cliffs. They also gave good
shelter from the enemy’s shell-fire in the daytime, and
random dropping rifle-fire at night. Also, they looked
right across the Aegean, receiving thankfully its refreshing
sea-breezes, and, after the gorgeous sunsets, the air was

1 One 6-inch of four guns, one 5-inch of four guns, one 4-5-inch of
six guns.
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beautifully cool, and there was peace from the loathsome
flies.

On the 24th June the sth Battery of the 4th Lowland
Howitzer (Glasgow) Brigade landed at Anzac, and was
attached to the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.
The 4th Battery had been secured by Major-General de
Lisle for his own Division, the 29th, as soon as it got ashore.

In order that the proposed new landing should be a
surprise, it was essential that the Turks should be kept in
the belief that their principal danger lay at Cape Helles,
where the British and French had already overcome three
successive armies. A fourth army of 20,000 fresh Turks
was then arriving from Syria with more heavy guns, and
the promised attack by Russia from the Black Sea was a
disappointment. All this rendered greater the necessity
for secrecy as to where the next blow was to come. Sir
Ian Hamilton had wished to strike at Cape Helles by
thrusting back the Turkish right from Gully Ravine at
the same time that the French re-attacked Haricot Redoubt
above Kereves Dere, but the British shortage of guns and
ammunition would not allow of it. Sir Ian Hamilton
wrote at the time: “ We cannot think of it until we can
borrow shell from Gouraud; and, naturally, he wants
every round he has for his own push on the 21st.”

At this time the left of the British line ran approximately
northward for about 6oo yards from the main fork of
Krithia Nullah, through Worcester Flat, and thence to the
sea at Ghurka Bluff almost a mile away. The Turkish
northern flank being exposed to enfilade fire from the
warships, they regarded it as a point of great danger, and
had dug five regular lines of trenches between Gully Ravine
and the sea. From Gully Ravine to the south-east, where
they would have little or no artillery fire from the warships
to contend with, the Turkish trenches continued generally
in two main lines, with innumerable minor systems, branches,
junctions, and detached pieces, which can only be faintly
realized by seeing a map of them. As a rule these trenches
were fronted with entanglements. The Turkish wire was
mostly of 3 very heavy make, being about one-sixth of an
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inch in thickness, entirely defying the ordinary wire-
cutters. On the other hand, unless well supported on the
Turks’ rough wooden trestles, its very weight caused it to
lie too close to the ground, and its long barbs could be
trampled over. The British wire was lighter, and for that
reason was more full of spring and formed a more effective
obstacle, while it furnished a much longer entanglement
for every cwt. of wire carried up to the trenches.

It was the intention of General Hunter-Weston, G.O.C.
8th Corps (Cape Helles), using a point on Worcester Flat as
a tPivot, to swing the British left E)rward until the five lines
of trenches running from Gully Ravine to the sea had been
captured. This would wipe out the central salient, clear
another length of the deep Gully Ravine, and place the -
British on the sea flank of Krithia.

The general plan of General Hunter-Weston was for a
two hours’ bombardment, commencing at 9 a.m. by the
artillery ashore, and by H.M. cruiser Talbot, and H.M.
destroyers Scorpion and Wolverine. At 11 a.m. the
artillery were to lengthen their ranges, and the first main
assault was to be made. On the west or seaward side of
Gully Ravine the 87th Brigade (29th Division) was to
capture the first three lines of trenches, whilst on the east
or landward side the 146th Brigade (attached to 29th
Division pro fem.) was to capture the two lines facing its
front. At 11.30 a.m. the 86th Brigade (29th Division)
was to advance through the 87th Brigade and, with Ghurkas
of the 29th Indian Brigade, capture the remaining two
lines of Turkish trenches on the seaward side of Gully
Ravine. Overhanging this ravine on the landward side
was a work called the *“ Boomerang Redoubt " because of
its general shape. It was in the most advanced part of the
Turkish front line, and accordingly was to receive special
attention from the howitzers, in addition to the concentrated
fire of two demoiselle trench mortars lent by the kindness
of General Gouraud. This redoubt was to have a special
assault of its own by the 1st Border Regiment (87th Brigade)
at 10.45 a.m.

Even with plenty of room and supplies, a modern trench-
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to-trench assault entails a tremendous amount of organiza-
tion and planning with regard to the resources available
and their use. At Cape Helles the difficulties were
accentuated. With regard to the artillery arrangements
for this battle the writer will quote from General Simpson
Baikie's statement, where he deals with the Turkish trenches
to be attacked by the 1 §6th Brigade :

‘“ Before the action the Corps Commander sent for me to
say that he did not consider that enough guns and ammuni-
tion had been allotted to this portion of the Turkish trenches.
I replied that I agreed, but that there were no more available,
and that to reduce the bombardment of the hostile trenches
on the left of our front would gravely prejudice the success
of the 29th Division in that quarter, and that I understood
success there was more vital than on our right flank. After
consultation with the G.O.C. 29th Division, the Corps
Commander agreed with my alotment of the artillery.
We then did our utmost to obtain the loan of more guns
from the French without success and with the result that
the attack was beaten off.”

On Sunday the 27th June orders were received for the
156th Brigade (Brig.-Gen. W. Scott-Moncrieff) to relieve
the 88th Brigade of the 29th Division in that part of the
front line which ran from Worcester Flat towards Gully
Ravine. The 1456th Brigade Headquarters were to be
established at those of the 88th Brigade, which was to be in
reserve. 'The move commenced about 2.30 p.m. and the
Turks opened a heavy shell-fire on the moving troops.
Whilst getting from the *“ Rest Camp " across the stretch
of open country into the communication trench, the 4th
Royal Scots and 8th Scottish Rifles lost about thirty men.
This, coupled with much congestion in the narrow trenches,
delayed tgc move so that it was midnight before the line
was actually occupied, and 6 a.m. on the morning of the
28th before trench stores had been checked, reserve small
arm ammunition (S.A.A.) and bombs brought up, and the
sub-sector had been completely taken over. There was
little sleep for anyone during that night.
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It should be noted that, apart from a few days of instruc-
tion given to a handful of men from each unit the last thing
before they left home, no one as yet had had any experience
in throwing or dealing with bombs. The bombs them-
selves consisted of ordinary 1-lb. jam tins filled with spent
bullets, odd bits of metal, etc., and a piece of gelignite, in
which was stuck a detonator with a piece of fuse. The whole
was kept in place by the lid, which was usually fastened
down with short pieces of wire. Later on lids were
soldered in their place. The fuse was cut to the required
length, lit with a match or cigarette, the thrower counted
five, and then threw the bomb, which burst a few seconds
after leaving the hand—provided that the fuse had not
dropped out as it was flying through the air. The 146th
Brigade had 123 of these bombs, of which over eighty
failed to detonate. They sent a party down to the beach
to draw fourteen boxes of bombs from a dump near 29th
Division H.Q., and when they were opened nine of them
were found to contain real tins of jam. This mistake was
probably caused by the continual casualties due to shell-fire
among men working on the beach. Frequently new men
would have to take over jobs on which there was no one to
tell them where anything was stored, all their predecessors
having been killed.

The trenches to be attacked by the 146th Brigade were
designated on the British maps as the Hr1, H12, Hi2a, and
Hi2b. They followed the general line of a ridge domi-
nating the exits from the eastern side of Gully Ravine. The
frontage to be taken measured almost half-a-mile, being
about the same length as that to be taken by the 87th
Brigade, and included all the Turkish trenches from the
pivotal point to the eastern side of Gully Ravine about
300 yards beyond Boomerang Redoubt. The 87th Brigade
was to take three lines with overwhelming artillery support;
the 156th Brigade was to take two lines with none at all.

The 156th Brigade was never told that none of the
artillery support would be given to it.

The assault was to be made by three of the battalions,
disposed as follows from right to left :—8th Cameronians

T.L.D. D
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(Major J. M. Findlay), 7th Royal Scots (Lt.-Col. W.
Carmichael Peebles), and 4th Royal Scots (Lt.-Col. S. R.
Dunn). The 7th Cameronians (Lt.-Col. J. B. Wilson)
was to form the brigade reserve in trenches behind. The
assaulting battalions were each to be disposed in depth in
three lines abreast, having approximately half their strength
in the first, the assaulting party ; one quarter in the second,
the supporting party; and one quarter in the third, the
reserve party. It must not be forgotten that the 7th
Royal Scots were only two companies strong, one of their
own men, and one of H.L.I. attached. In a trench-to-
trench attack, whenever possible, attacking lines should
form up for the assault in three separate trenches. That,
however, could not be done in many cases, because the
trenches were not there or could not be dug in time. In
this case, the first line were to be in the front line trench by
8 a.m.,, the second were to join them from the support
trenches at 10.30 a.m., and the third were to follow the
second into the support trenches as they left them. It
was unavoidable that the front line would be packed with
troops for half-an-hour before the assault. It had been
impossible to arrange for the officers to have a previous
personal reconnaissance, although very few portions of the
assaulting lines could attack straight to their front, and, of
course, no maps were allowed in the front line trenches lest
they should fall into the hands of the enemy. To get over
these difficulties and to ensure correct direction, officers
were to take compass bearings. All watches were to be
synchronised through Brigade Headquarters. All bayo-
nets were to be fixed before 10.§7 am. At 11 am. the
command * Attack "’ was to be given and repeated by all
the officers and N.C.O.’s, when the first line, using steps
which they had cut in the parapet, were to spring out of the
front line trench. After they had gone 7§ yards, the
second line were to move forward, and the third line were
to get out of the supFort trench and follow 7¢ yards in their
rear, crossing the front lineJtrenches on plank bridges
previously laid.

Every man in the first line was to have a large rectangular
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piece of tin tied between his shoulders, in order to reflect
back the sun’s rays and so indicate to the artillery how far
they had advanced. Each battalion was to carry forward
two screens, painted khaki on the one side and red and
white on the other, which were to be exhibited when
artillery support was wanted. In addition to his fighting-
kit and 200 rounds of S.A.A., every man was to carry two
sandbags to be used in repairing and reversing the fire-
parapets of captured trenches, and barricading communica-
tions which led to trenches still held by the enemy. Three
R.E. sappers were to go forward with each company to
assist in this work. Each battalion was to take one of its
machine guns forward to open fire on retreating bodies of
the enemy, and to repel counter-attacks. The remaining
four were to go to brigade reserve. Everybody had been
given twenty-four hours rations before leaving the ““ Rest
Camp,” and no one was to drink any of his water until after
the assault. Bombing parties, each of an officer and
twelve men, were to be detailed by the 8th Cameronians
and 4th Royal Scots. They were to advance on the outer
flanks of the supporting companies. There was to be no
firing : the bayonet was to be the weapon.

The 155th Brigade, who were attached to the 42nd
Division for administration, were in the * Rest Camp * and
standing by in reserve during the battle.

The part played by the 4th (Glasgow) Howitzer Battery
on the 28th June was entirely concerned with the artillery
preparation for the assaults of the 29th Division on the
seaward side of Gully Ravine.

During the nights prior to the attack, an observation post
had been constructed in the front line and communication
with the Battery some 2000 yards in rear completed. At
9 a.m. on the 28th the Battery, along with the other artillery
supporting the attack of the 29th Division, opened fire.
At 10.45 a.m. the 1st Border Regiment (87th Brigade)
rushed the Boomerang Redoubt, and at 11.30 a.m. the
second assault by the 29th Division was made, two more
lines of trenches being taken. In neither attack was
serious opposition met with from the few dazed Turks
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who survived the very effective bombardments. The
assistance rendered by the Battery was most valuable and
the congratulations of General de Lisle were afterwards
received, but *“ during the bombardment not one shell
fell on the objective of the right of the 156th Brigade and
not more than six on the left ”’ (Eye-Witness).!

To the 156th Brigade, after a night of hard work, dawn
broke at 4 a.m. Brig.-Gen. Scott-Moncrieff came round
the lines early, himself, to see that all was in readiness. At
about 7 a.m. most of the officers and men managed to get a
breakfast of tea, bread and jam, and then, in different ways,
waited for 9 a.m., when the Brigade expected the British
artillery would commence its bombardment of the Turkish
entrenchments that they were to attack. Promptly at
9 a.m. the British guns opened fire, and the Turkish quickly
replied, bombarding all front, support, reserve, and com-
munication trenches. The 146th began to suffer from this
fire, and the look-outs speedily noticed that the British
artillery was only shelling the trenches which lay before the
87th Brigade on their left.

Machine-guns of the battalions and from other units
were firing hard to make the Turks in the opposing trenches
keep their heads down, but, beyond this, such fire was of
little value against earthworks.

About ten minutes before 11 a.m., when the 146th had
already suffered many casualties, the Turks put down a very
heavy barrage of artillery and machine-gun fire on the front
and support trenches, now filled with the three waves of
men preparatory to the attack. So many fell that a platoon
of the 7th Cameronians had to be sent up to the support
trench to fill a gap on the right of the 7th Royal Scots.
Major J. N. Henderson, 4th Royal Scots, was being
attended to, with both his legs smashed, in a dug-out in
the parados of the support trench, and by him lay Captain
J. D. Pollock of the same battalion, when another shell
burst killing all inside. In that splendid comradeship in

1 The writer is not at liberty to publish the name of this officer, but
he saw the whole action from the front line trenches, and during the war
rose to high rank in the Army.
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death officers and men were afterwards laid in a common
grave.

All this while the Turks before the 156th Brigade were
almost immune from shell-fire, but of course were on the
alert. The usual conditions were reversed, for it was the
attacking force which was receiving all the bombardment.

At 11.2 a.m. the word for the attack was given, and, like
one man, the long khaki line sprang forward into the open
and rushed on, followed a few seconds afterwards by the
other waves of men. ‘‘ There was not the slightest hesita-
tion on the part of any battalion” (Eye-Witness). As
they did so, a perfect storm of machine-gun and rifle-fire
burst on them, the bullets whipping up the dust and the
Turkish shrapnel coming down ﬁke hail. The ground to
be crossed was ‘‘ rough going but nearly flat, and the
troops were exposed to view and fire from the moment they
went over the par'}pet ”’ (Eye-Witness).

Men started to fall as soon as they left their own trenches.
The first Turkish line was splendidly taken on the centre
and left. Thinned in numbers, again they went forward to
the second line, but, now, officers and men fell in swathe
on all sides. :

Less than a hundred yards away on the extreme left was
a trench, well supplied with machine-guns and totally
missed by the British shell-fire. Many officers and men of
the 4th Royal Scots fell as they charged forward. Major
James Gray, dropped mid-way between the British and
Turkish lines. About here also fell, mortally wounded,
Lt.-Col. S. R. Dunn, T.D., to die on board a hospital ship
the next day. Keen, just, considerate, and dignified, his
personal influence alone gave him great power over all his
officers and men.

Pipe-Major Andrew Buchan (4th R.S.), rifle in hand,
continued to encourage forward a party of young Royal
Scots, although he had been twice wounded. Hit for the
third time, he fell dead on the parapet of the first Turkish
trench. After a stiff bayonet and revolver fight this
trench was captured, and the garrison killed or made
prisoners.
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The two leading lines had now closed up, and the advance
was pushed on, a further length of trench being captured.

The third wave, seeing that the others were under
enfilade fire from the right, changed direction half-right,
and charged the trench whence the fire was coming. Th
drove out the Turks, who left behind many killed and
wounded.

By this time nearly every officer had been killed or
wounded, but one party, numbering fifty-eight, under Coy.
Sergeant-Major D. M. Lowe, raced forward about another
hundred yards further on over very broken ground, until
they gained a footing in the second main Turkish trench,
driving the enemy out. This trench, afterwards known as
the Eastern Birdcage, ran into Gully Ravine, and word
came back that they were being subjected to enfilade fire
from across that nullah. This was because their attack
had carried them on ahead of the 87th Brigade on their left,
and it was fully half-an-hour later before the latter had cleared
the trenches on the opposite side of that deep gorge. Lowe’s
party, now reduced to forty-eight, set to work with their
entrenching tools to improvise fire-steps in the deep Turkish
trench, and to prepare it for defence, Pte. R. Robertson
being one who set a splendid example. Some few had gone
far ahead, and could see no more Turkish trenches between
themselves and the top of the great ridge. It was useless for
this handful to go on, and they were gathered back into the
trench. Down in the ravines and beyond, Lowe’s men saw
parties of Turks retreating, and they scourged them with
their rifle-fire. Behind the Royal Scots, the Turks, evi-
dently fearing a further advance by reinforcements out of
Gully Ravine, had brought heavy concentration of artillery
fire into its depths and about its edges near the first trench
captured, setting the whins and scrub ablaze. This cut
Lowe’s party off for a time from those consolidating else-
where, but Cpl. G. Cowan and Pte. A. Lunn managed to
get through with messages as to the position. Pte. W.
Lownie rescued a number of wounded from the gorse-fire
and stood in the open for a while trying to beat out the
flames with a sand-bag. Cpl. John Rankine, although
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bleeding to death, went out with untended wounds and
brought in several wounded lying exposed in the open.
He died soon afterwards from loss of blood. Many a man
here and elsewhere on that field lost his life in endeavouring
to succour wounded comrades.

Lieut. F. B. MacKenzie had followed about fifty yards to
the right rear of the leading companies of the 4th Royal
Scots with one of his machine-guns, ready for eventualities.
He got it forward to the second trench, further to the
right than Lowe, where the ground was higher. Turks
could be seen retreating everywhere, offering numerous
targets in all directions. His crew, with the utmost
steadiness, rapidly mounted the gun, and poured burst
after burst of fire into these Turks, felling them in
groups.

The 7th Royal Scots were led by Major A. W. Sanderson
and their own company, the second and third lines being
formed from the company of attached H.L.I., with the
reinforcement from the 7th Cameronians on the right flank.
They raced forward amidst the din for the first trench
about a hundred and fifty yards away. Men began to
fall within a few yards of their own line, but the majority
jumped down into the first Turkish trench, officers and
men firing and going at the Turks with the bayonet.
Some of the Moslem soldiers fought to the death, but
others ran, retiring by the flanks. After a breather in
the captured trench, during which the waves closed up,
they rushed for the second one about two hundred and
fifty yards further on. The leaden storm now caught
them in all its fury, and they fell in clumps. Major A. W.
Sanderson, a Territorial of twenty years service, was killed
half-way across the open with several other officers. Ca
tain J. E Dawson and Lieut. E. J. Thomson fell dead just
at the parapet of the second trench. There, the Turks did
not like the glint of the British bayonets and ran. The
only officers left out of those taking part in the charge
were Lieut. Haws and 2nd Lieuts. Lyell and M‘Clelland.
These, together with about eighty unwounded men, started
on the task of putting the newly-captured trench in a state
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of defence, under shell-fire, with their right flank for a while
‘“in the air.”

fs. The 4th Royal Scots machine-gun came uY on their left,
and, after inflicting as much loss as possible on the dis-
appearing Turks, Lieut. MacKenzie (4th R.S.) got in touch
with them, and moved his gun to their right in order to
cover this flank, which was quite exposed. By doing so
this gun broke up several concentrations of the enemy for
counter-attacks. The situation was similar to that in the
line behind, the first trench captured. The British held the
section of the trench that ran to Gully Ravine and the
Turks held the other to the south. Time and again these
brave Moslems tried to force their way along these trenches
with bayonet and bomb, threatening to retake the captured
lines piece-meal ; as often, they were driven back by small
and ever-decreasing bands of Royal Scots and Cameronians.
Some of the Scotsmen were getting their first lessons in
bombing at the time. The most effective grenades were
usually the Turkish, which the British managed to throw
back at the enemy, before they could explode, because of
their long fuses. All the while snipers on both sides were
active.

Privates A. Hind and J. M‘Intyre (both H.L.I. attached
7th R.S.) did magnificent work in carrying ammunition
forward across the fire-swept zone, the former being killed.
Both were mentioned in despatches, and Hind got a D.C.M.

“ When the position had been taken Capt. A. J. Wight-
man (7th R.S.) endeavoured to run out a telephone wire, and
with Sgt. Rosie (7th R.S.) he led four signallers carrying
cables and instruments towards the captured trench. In
the course of this brave attempt Sergt. Rosie was killed and
Capt. Wightman wounded, though the latter carried on till
every man was knocked out and he himself was again
wounded and fell. He lay out all day, was hit a third time,
but recovered sufficiently to crawl into our lines towards
dawn next morning. For this gallant action he was
awarded the Military Cross.” (Col. Peebles.) This was
the only M.C. awarded to the 146th Brigade immedi-
ately after this action, largely because there were few
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officers left to make any recommendations. When the
7th Royal Scots had lost all their signal section at Gretna,
Captain Wightman had stepped into the breach, and
trained his men on the voyage out.

All through the charges and afterwards, the machine-
gunners gave of their best with cross and covering fire.
Lieut. A. S. Elliot (H.L.I. attached 7th R.S.) was killed
whilst observing the fire of his guns. )

Just below a plantation, where the ground rose about two
hundred yards to the east or behind the first Turkish
trench, and not three hundred yards from the right flank of
the 8th Cameronians, as they crouched in the front line
awaiting the order to attack, was a Turkish earthwork
known as H.13. Although it had been previously registered
by the artillery it was quite untouched by shell-fire. In
reality, this trench was a nest of from six to eight machine-
guns, so disposed that they would sweep almost the entire
front of the 156th Brigade with oblique fire. In front of
the 8th Cameronians were their own direct objectives, also
untouched by shell-fire like the other trenches, and crowded
with resolute Turks, who ten minutes before the attack were
lashing the British parapets with a deadly machine-gun
and rifle-fire at less than two hundred yards range. On
all sides resounded what one man described as * the
sickening cough”’ of the machine-guns.

There are few troops in the world outside the ranks of
the British Army who would have attempted to breast such
a fire as did the 146th Brigade on that summer morning,
and those few include such religious fanatics as the Mahdists
or Japanese, swept along by the belief that, by dying so,
they will obtain their eternal salvation.

When the command to attack rang out, away dashed the
first line of the 8th Cameronians over the perfectly open
grass and moorland, right in the full blast of a tempest of
fire from front and flank. Even before the second and third
waves could get out and follow them, they were simply
mown down. Many of the third line had fallen before thcf'
reached their own firing line. Major J. M. Findlay fell
severely wounded almost at the start, and his adjutant,
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Captain C. G. Bramwell, and many other officers were
killed soon afterwards. All ranks were slaughtered literally
by platoons. Some tried to work their way up the saps,
which ran into the Turkish lines, but they were shot down.
A few survivors tried to get on over the open, but still the
dreadful storm from front and flank swept their line of
advance from end to end.

On the extreme left a few of the Cameronians got forward
and reached the first trench, which they blocked and held
against bomb and sniper’s bullet from their right ; but for
the rest, the battalion caught the full force of the withering
hail and the attack ceased, simply because none were left to
advance. Ina few minutes nothing was left of the battalion
but one officer and a few men who dribbled back to their
own front line.

Later in the day the dried grass and scrub caught fire,
and many men left comparative safety and gave up their
lives in trying to save wounded comrades.



CHAPTER 1V
(28TH |JuNE TO 6TH JuULY, 191%)

THE BATTLE OF THE 2811 Junk, 1915 (contd.)

I've seen the Forest
Adorned the foremost,
With flowers of the fairest, most pleasant and gay ;
Sae bonny was their blooming,
Their scent the air perfuming,
But now they are withered and a' wede away.

ArisoN RUTHERFORD (MRrs. COCKBURN).

AT 11.47 a.m. the following message was received from the
29th Division by the 1456th Brigade :—"“ H.12 is to be
taken at all costs. If necessary you will send forward your
Reserve Battalion.”  Brig.-General Scott-Moncrieff at
once ordered two companies of the 7th Cameronians to
prepare to re-attack the untaken H.12 trenches. They
filed up the narrow communication trenches as fast as was
possible past the stream of wounded. The Turkish
bombardment was continuing with unabated fury, and
several officers and men fell as they moved into their
places.

Shortly after noon Brig.-General Scott-Moncrieff decided
to go forward to the firing line himself, telling Captain E.
Girdwood, his Brigade-Major, that he was only going to
the observation post to see how things were going, and
would be back in half-an-hour. He handed over to
Captain Girdwood his maps and orders as he left.

Again there was no artillery preparation of the trenches
to be attacked, and those Cameronians certainly knew, from
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the evidence that lay before them, that, once over the
parapets, death or wounds awaited most of them.

The word was given and they rushed forward. The
majority went over the open. Some tried to force their
way up an old Turkish communication trench on the
right, which later became Bomb Sap No. 30. This
trench was barely two feet deep, and was enfiladed by
Turkish machine-gun fire. It was a repetition of the
previous slaughter. The right and centre could make no
progress under the enemy’s fire. The communication
trench was blocked by a hail of bullets. The kindly and
sympathetic Lieut.-Colonel J. Boyd Wilson was killed, and
with him many of his officers.

Shortly afterwards, a platoon of 7th Cameronians made
yet another attempt to work their way up the communication
trench, but its commander, Lieut. H. MacLean, and others
were shot down. It was a death-trap, and was already
filled with dead and dying.

At 1.5 p.m. the following message was received at
156th Brigade by runner because all wires between
Brigade and Battalion Headquarters had been cut by
enemy fire. _

* Captain Girdwood,
B.M. 156th Bde.

2 Coys. 7th Scottish Rifles have attacked and got into
small piece of H.12a opposite the kink in old fire trenches.
They are enfiladed from their right and I am sending the
last two coys. of my Brigade against the right of H.12a.

12.47
(Sgd.) W. Scott-Moncrieff.”

Eight minutes after General Scott-Moncrieff had de-
spatched this message another was sent off from the firing
line stating that he had been shot dead.

Brig.-General Scott-Moncrieff saw that this last attack
stood even a smaller chance of success than the others, and
those who knew him best think that for this reason he
intended to place himself in order to lead the men in person.
Others think that he went forward only to reconnoitre the
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ground more clearly. Whatever his intention, it was his
duty to order his men into that hurricane of fire, and it is
certain that he, noble and sensitive man that he was, wished
to take the same risks as his men.

He hurried up the short piece of communication trench
towards the open, and had only gone a few yards when he
fell, killed instantly by a shot through the head, near where
MacLean lay wounded.

So died the Laird of Fossaway, near the Yetts of Muckart
in Kinross-shire, a most fearless and true-hearted gentleman,
determined at all costs to do his duty. He had formerly
served in the Middlesex Regiment, and was slightly lame
from a wound received in South Africa. An ideal leader
of men to the end, inspiring both admiration and affection,
his loss was deeply mourned by all.

This attack failed as the others had done, and the men
were driven back into the front line trench.

By this time, as was inevitable from these repeated
assaults, the remains of the 7th and 8th Cameronians had
got very much mixed, most of the officers and N.C.O.’s
had fallen, and the trenches were crowded with wounded
whom it was impossible to evacuate. The 88th Brigade of
the 29th Division accordingly took over the firing line and
support trenches, so that the Cameronians could be with-
drawn and re-organized. Lieut.-Colonel Caley, O.C. 88th
Brigade was ordered to take over command of the 156th
Brigade as well, and Captain Girdwood obtained permission
to go forward and re-organize the remnants. By the
coolness and efforts of this officer and the use of scaling-
ladders, the congestion in the trenches was relieved.
Traffic was organized, the wounded were evacuated, and
much suffering was saved.

Later on in the afternoon the 88th Brigade made two
attempts on these H.12 trenches, but were repulsed, and
these earthworks remained in Turkish hands until the close
of the campaign.

We must return to the first assault of the 7th Cameronians,
that at about 12.30 p.m. The right of the assaulting troops
had been destroyed or driven back, but the left, further
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away from the machine-gun fire, led by Major W. T.
Bird had raced forward and dashed into the first Turkish
trench, bayoneting nearly every man in it. Very few
Turks were taken prisoner on that day, because those who
stayed to fight, and there were many of them, were fanatic-
ally brave men. Apart from those killed in the assault,
very few dead Turks were found in these trenches, and,
of course, they had not been damaged by shell-fire at all.
Suddenly, these 7th Cameronians were bombed from the
right, and knowing thereby that the company to their right
(whose story has already been told) had not reached their
objective, they set to work with anything and everything
to make a fire parapet, and to build across the trench a
block, later known as the Southern Barricade. It was a
common thing at Cape Helles for the parapets and barri-
cades to be built partially of heaped-up dead. As these
7th Cameronians were defending their block, and so
easing the pressure on men nearer the Gully Ravine, one
Turkish bomb fell right into the trench. Lance-Cpl. A.
Ross, with no thought for his own safety, at once put his
foot on it, even as Pte. Young leant down to throw a coat
over it. The bomb exploded, wounding Ross terribly in
the feet, legs, hands and face; but he undoubtedly saved
several lives by his self-sacrifice. He survived, and long
afterwards both men received the D.C.M. for their gallantry
on this occasion.

Ordinary larguage cannot tell of the heroism of the
wounded everywhere under these circumstances. They
were laid as clear of the ordinary traffic of the trench as was
possible, and their comrades did what they could to make
them comfortable in all the filth, litter of clothing and
rubbish, blankets and food, equipment, rifles and bayonets,
invariably found with the dead in a captured Turkish
trench. As a rule they lay beneath a cloud of maddening
flies, suffering and dying without a complaint, beyond an
occasional request for water, for the sun was high overhead
and the heat and their loss of blood gave them a burning
thirst.

The 156th Brigade had now captured the left half of the
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two lines of Turkish trenches assigned to it, that is to say
from Gully Ravine to the south-east, where they had built
their two barricades.

After Major Bird had sent back word as to his disposi-
tions, he sent forward 2nd Lieut. E. Watson with two
platoons to get into the second Turkish trench. They were
a welcome reinforcement, extending the right flank of the
men already there, and building the trench-block, later
known as the Northern Barricade, to prevent Turks from
fighting their way along it from the south-east. Some time
afterwards 2nd Lieut. E. Watson (7th S.R.) was awarded
an M.C. for his work on this day.

Lieut. F. B. MacKenzie (4th R.S.) had just guided
forward a platoon of Cameronians to reinforce the right of
the second main Turkish trench, where his gun was placed,
when a sniper shot him through the neck. He got no
decoration at the time, but several months later was awarded
an M.C. for his cool conduct on this day. His sergeant,
John Gunn, took charge, and from 1.30 p.m. in the afternoon
until 1 a.m. the next morning never ceased to work his gun,
until at the end he fell off his seat from exhaustion.

On the left front, early in the afternoon, two machine-
guns of the 1st Border Regiment reinforced the party of 4th
Royal Scots under Coy. Sgt.-Major Lowe. This was a most
welcome addition of strength, as they were holding about a
hundred and twenty yards of front line trench, which meant
about two and a half yards to every man. During the after-
noon this little force checked two half-hearted counter-attacks
by the Turks. At about 4 p.m. a staff-captain of the 29th
Division came along the front trench bearing the message,
“ Well done Royal Scots,” signed by General de Lisle.
On the recommendation of the 29th %ivision, Coy. Sgt.-
Major Lowe was awarded a D.C.M. for his leadership on
this day.

Soon atter darkness fell the Turks made a heavy counter-
attack on the left of the 4th and 7th Royal Scots, but it was
repulsed with severe loss to the enemy. Later on, some-
where about 11 o’clock, all seemed comparatively quiet.
The new front line was being relieved by the Hampshire
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Regiment, the 4th Royal Scots, now under Lieut. Stewart,
having actually stood down. Suddenly, without any artil-
lery preparation, large crowds of Turks were seen moving
out of Gully Ravine on the left front for an attack. The
Royal Scots were back to the parapets in a moment, and
they, with the Hampshires and the two machine-guns of
the Border Regiment, poured a most devastating fire into
the dark masses of the enemy. The Turks pushed the
attack to within a hundred and fifty yards of the new
front trench. Some men of the Border Regiment had dug
a small trench in advance of the firing line, where the
ground receded before reaching the level in front of the
great nullah. These heroic men died to a man, fighting
to the last. At last the Turks had had enough and were
falling back when the British artillery caught them, punish-
ing them still further. When daylight came the Turkish
dead were seen to be piled, literally, in dark khaki heaps.
The 4th Royal Scots machine gun, Royal Scots, and
Cameronians further to the right, also had taken their
toll.

So heavy had been the casualties, and so weary were
those left, because it must be remembered that the night
before had been entirely sleepless, that the Headquarters
Staff of the 156th Brigade held the bombing saps during
the night 28-29th June, and until relieved at about 2 a.m.
on the night 29-3oth June. There was no one else available
to do so.

The medical officer of the 4th Royal Scots had fallen
sick prior to the action, but Lieut. James Morham, a
combatant officer but also a M.D. and practising dental
surgeon, took his duty. He worked for forty-eight hours
in what passed for a regimental aid post on Gallipoli,
dressing those enormous quantities of wounded, which the
regimental stretcher-bearers continually brought in, before
they were carried down the long, weary communication
trenches by the R.A.M.C. bearers. It was the rule for the
medical officers never to spare themselves, whatever the
call was and whenever it came. We often discussed on
Gallipoli the question of which profession should rank
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highest of all, and the conclusion was invariably the same :
the healing profession.

The 1st Lowland Field Ambulance, under Col. G. H.
Edington, had only landed at 1.30 a.m. on the 29th June at
“V " Beach, but, leaving their stores lying on the shore,
had sent the bulk of the officers and men away for duty in
the forthcoming battle before the sun was high in the
heavens.

Major J. W. Leitch’s party went to a dressing station
in Gully Ravine belonging to the 88th Field Ambulance,
attached 29th Division. Captain N. Maclnnes’ section,
on duty with the same unit, were sent to the Pink Farm, a
ruined stone steading close to a cart-track, about two miles
on the way from ‘“ W’ Beach to Krithia. Near here, he
had to form a dressing station as rapidly as he could, using
a disused infantry trench, tarpaulins, and anything that he
and his men could get. The 1st Lowland Field Ambulance
lost several killed and wounded, but rendered ‘‘ admirable
service throughout the day ”’ (Gen. Egerton).

The R.A.M.C. bearers, writes Col. Edington, ‘‘ working
on a system of relays, plied between the regimental aid
posts and our advanced dressing stations. Thence the
wounded were carried to dressing stations. These were
placed, if possible, within easy reach of a road, and from
them the cases were conveyed by motors to the headquarters
of the ambulance. Arrived there, they were sorted out in
the hospital trench. Cases likely to be fit for duty in a few
days were detained for treatment ; those requiring a longer
period were passed down to the Casualty Clearing Station
at Cape Helles. From the C.C.S. they were returned to
duty, or sent down the Lines of Communication by hospital
ship.” Once afloat they might be taken to hospital at
Mudros, Alexandria, Malta or home.

During the night of the 28-29th June the 1 §6th Brigade
was relieved by units of the 29th Division. It was moved
to the reserve trenches in the neighbourhood of Twelve
Tree Copse, whence, in addition to other work, it furnished
fatigue parties for the clearing of the battlefield and the
burying of the dead, so far as that was possible.

T.L.D. E
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The conditions in the captured trenches and in the
newly-taken section of the great Gully Ravine were inde-
scribably awful. “ To the ordinary litter and filth to be
expected where the Turks had been settled for weeks, were
added the wreck and ruin wrought by the bombardment,
the scattered remains of food, dishes, firewood, articles of
clothing and kit, abandoned in the scurry and scramble of
flight before our bayonets. The mangled bodies of the
dead, unburied, half-buried, or partially dug up by H.E.
shells, under the fierce heat, with loathsome clouds of flies,
could only be dealt with by fire. The valley with its
heaps of rotting refuse, its burning pyres and sickening
stench, was a veritable Gehenna.” (%r Ewing.) Hun-
dreds of Turkish rifles and bayonets, thousands of rounds
of their S.A.A., and hundreds of their short-handled
entrenching-spades lay everywhere in the trenches and
Gully Ravine, and had to be gathered up. Weakened, as
the personnel of the burying parties were by their con-
ditions of existence, and working in such a nauseating atmo-
sphere, it was a physical impossibility for them to do more
than make a shallow excavation and cover the bodies with
earth. It was impossible to burn those in the trenches
because of the risk of drawing Turkish artillery fire, and,
even if this had been possible, the majority lying out in the
open could not be gathered in at all. The result was that
* every here and there irregularities in the ground, covered
with loose earth and sandbags, and giving off a horrible
stench, marked where our men had buried Turkish dead ”’
(Col. Edington). The writer gives these and other terrible
details in order that those who read may realise a little of
what the officers and men of the Division suffered on behalf
of this and succeeding generations, and in order that they
may realise how wonderful were the inoculations that
warded off pestilences, which otherwise might have swept
both armies out of existence in a few weeks.

The exact losses of the 156th Brigade in the battle of
the 28th June were not found out until many weeks after-
wards, when it was certain that none of the missing were
prisoners. Because of this, the writer has put all the
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killed, died of wounds, and missing under one heading.
It must, however, be borne in mind that most of the bodies
were never recovered, largely because the bitterness of the
whole struggle prevented an armistice tor their burial, and
because the proximity of the opposing lines made it im-
possible to get them in, even after dark, without further loss
of life. In addition, the men had hardly sufficient strength
to dig the huge graves that would have been required. The
final figures for the four battalions’ losses during the battle

were as follows :
KiLrep, D

Unrr. or Wounps, MissiNG. Wouxpzp. Torar.
Officers. O.R. Officers. O.R. Officers. O.R.
H.Q., 156th Bde. - 1 — — — 1 —_
4th Royal Scots - 15 198 7 147 22 345
7th Royal Scots - 8 116 3 114 It 230
7th Cameronians - 10 158 3 100 13 258

8th Cameronians 15 334 10 114 25 448

49 806 23 475 72 1281

On the 27th June the strength of the 146th Brlgade,

including all details, was
Orricers. Ornzr Ranks, ToraL.
102 2839 2041
The total loss for the period was 77 1486 1563

—_— e—

Thus by the 3oth June it had
shrunk to - 25 1353 1378

The 7th Royal Scots had left Larbert on the 22nd May
at full strength, viz. 31 officers, including attached, and
997 other ranks. The Gretna Disaster, coupled with
little more than a fortnight on Gallipoli, had reduced it to
7 officers and 217 other ranks. As a result of this battle and
previous losses from sickness and the fire of the enemy, the
8th Cameronians on the 3oth could only put one officer
and 99 other ranks on parade. On the 28th June the 1 §6th
Brigade lost its Brigadier, three commanding officers,
including a major, three other majors, three adjutants, and
twenty captains, killed or severely wounded. These were
the bulk of the most experienced officers of the Brigade.
Out of 24 officers of the 4th Royal Scots who went into
action on the morning of the 28th, only three came out.
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The other officer casualty of this unit was the Quartermaster,

wounded the night before.

The officers who gave up

their lives as a result of this battle were as follows :

156tk Brigade Headquarters—
Brig.-Gen. W. Scott-Moncrieff.
4th Royal Scots—

Lt.-Col. S. R. Dunn, T.D.
Major Jas. Gray.

» J. N. Henderson.
Captain R. W. G. Rutherford.
G. A. S. Ross.

J. Dunbar Pollock.
John Robertson.
R. E. Mackie.

Lieut. C. F. Allan.
,,  Charles Paterson.
,, P. E. Considine.
, Arch. Young.
2nd Lieut. T. D. Aitchison.
" R. J. Gibson.
” W. J. Johnstone.

7th Royal Scots—

Major A. W. Sanderson.
Captain D. Clark.

J. D. Dawson.
J. R. Peebles.

i3]
”

Lieut. E. Thomson.

» A.S. Elliot.

,, R.M. Galloway.
2nd Lieut. F. W. Thomson.

7th Cameronians—

Lt.-Col. J. Boyd Wilson, T.D.
Capt. and Adj. R. Vere Clark.
Captain P. Whitton.

" J. Howatt.
Lieut. W, Brown.

Lieut. W. Duff.
» D.M. Taylor.
2nd Lieut. W. Leggat.
" J. W. M‘Lay.
” A. Dufl.

8th Cameronians—

Capt. and Adj. C. G. Bramwell.

Captain W. Campbell Church.
C. A. D. Macindoe.
C. J. C. Mowat.

" E. T. Young.

Lieut. J. T. Findlay.

R. C. B. Macindoe.

”
”

”

Lieut. H. M‘Cowan.
,» G.A.C. Moore.
» T.Stout.
» A.D. Templeton.
2nd Lieut. W. S. Maclay.
" R. M. Pattison.
" B. H. Robertson.
” J. W. Scott.

Most of the losses in this action were due to Turkish
machine-guns and shrapnel, the latter being especially
deadly in the communication trenches, which they had
ranged to a yard. The Turkish rifle-fire was usually
poorly aimed, but their snipers were very good. With the
bayonet the British soldiers were their undoubted superiors.
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The 156th Brigade had contributed very largely to the
victory won that day by their capture of the trenches running
to the sides of Gully Ravine from the south-east, because
these trenches would have enfiladed those on the north-
western side where the ground is lower.

Despite the heroic failure to take the trenches at the
pivotal point, the battle had resulted in one of the greatest
victories ever won on Gallipoli. The gains were much
greater than had been expected, for the 29th Division and
the Ghurkas had advanced the British left until it was
west-north-west of Krithia and almost on the 300 feet
contour. At this time, when the British were less than a
mile and a half from the crest of the ridge, the Turkish
trenches between them and the top of Achi Baba were few
and far between. If the advancing army had only had the
strength in numbers and artillery to go on, the campaign
might have been decided against the Turks within a few
days. Sir Ian Hamilton discussed the situation on the
afternoon of the 28th with the G.O.C. 8th Corps (Cape
Helles), the Commandant of the French Corps, and his
own Chief of General Staff, and wrote at the time : * Hunter-
Weston, Gouraud and Braithwaite agree that had we only
shell to repeat our bombardment of this morning, now, we
could go on another 1000 yards before dark,—result, Achi
Baba to-morrow or, at the latest, the day after ; Achi Baba
and fifty guns perhaps with, say, 10,000 prisoners.” A
proper supply of H.E. at that time would have meant, almost
certainly, decisive success for the whole Gallipoli campaign.

The Turkish morale had suffered severely from the
British artillery-fire, and the advance on the left. In
addition, the Division had shown them what British bayonets
could do, even with no artillery support. The Turkish
commanders knew this ; and the C.O. of their right zone
published an order immediately after the battle, from
which the following are extracts :

* Henceforth, commanders who surrender these trenches,
from whatever side the attack may come, before the last man
is killed will be punished in the same way as if they had
run away....
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“1 hope that this will not occur again. I give notice
that if it does, I shall carry out the punishment. I do not
desire to see a blot made on the courage of our men by those
who escape from the trenches to avoid the rifle and machine-
gun fire of the enemy. Henceforth, I shall hold responsible
all officers who do not shoot with their revolvers all the
privates who try to escape from the trenches on any pre-
text. ...

Commander of the 11th Division, Colonel Rifaat.”

The copy of the above, which was captured by the British,
had the following note added by the Colonel of the 127th
Regiment in sending it to his battalions :

“To Commander of the 1st Battalion. The contents
will be communicated to the officers and I promise to carry
out the orders till the last drop of our blood has been shed.

Hassan, C.O. 127th Regiment.”

Below this were the signatures of the company com-
manders of the battalion.

During the next few days the Turks tried to get back the
trenches by repeated and bloody counter-attacks, but
despite the British shortage of artillery-fire, not one of their
efforts was successful. They attacked Anzac fiercely at
the same time. The result was that their losses on Gallipoli
for the period from 28th June to sth July were estimated to
be not less than gooo killed and 15,000 wounded. These
figures were based on the bodies which could be actually
seen and counted. The great Gully Ravine and the
smaller nullahs were ““ chock-a-block with corpses ” (Sir Ian
Hamilton), for the sturdy Anatolian peasants had advanced
with the utmost bravery.

However, in a few days time the Turks had dug fresh
carthworks, and, but for the attrition of the Ottoman forces,
the battle of the 28th June would have been almost a
Pyrrhic victory.

On the 29th June the 16th Brigade sent in an estimate
of 1343 for its total casualties during the battle, and on the
same night Sir Ian Hamilton telegraphed home that he
estimated the total casualties at ““ about 2000, the greater
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roportion of which are slight cases, of which 2 §o at Anzac,
in the useful demonstration made simultaneously there.”
The comment about the number of slight cases simply
serves to confirm the idea that Sir Ian Hamilton was some-
- times very much misinformed, and that certain pertinent
facts failed to reach him. From the above, the Cape Helles
casualties can be taken at about 1750, of which half were
Scottish dead and missing. This left a little over 400
casualties for the four Brigades, 86th, 87th, 88th, and 29th
Indian, belonging to and serving with the 29th Division.
In other words, the 8th Cameronians alone lost more men
on this day than the whole of these four brigades added
together. In a despatch to Lord Kitchener, dated 3rd
July, Sir Ian Hamilton puts the total shrinkatge in strength
of the three brigades of the 29th Division for the period
28-3o0th June at 1904. This includes losses sustained in
repelling the Turkish counter-attacks. The enormous
disparity between the losses of the 1 §6th Brigade on the one
hand and the 86th, 87th, and 88th Brigades on the other
shows the difference made by the whole of the artillery
support being allotted to the Regular brigades in this attack.
Sir Ian Hamilton’s comment in his diary on the 29th was :
‘“ The attack by a part of the Lowland Division seems to
have been mishandled. A Brigade made the assault East
of the Ravine; the men advanced gallantly but there was
lack of effective preparation. Two battalions of the Royal
Scots carried a couple of the enemy’s trenches in fine style
and stuck to them, but the rest of the Brigade lost a number
of good men to no useful purpose in their push against
H.12. One thing is clear. If the bombardment was
ineffective, from whatever cause, then the men should not
have been allowed to break cover.”

His own note to the above states that ‘ the exact facts
(re artillery support) were not known to me until long
afterwards ”* (Gallipoli Diary, vol. i, p. 355). 'This
confirms the idea that certain pertinent facts never reached
him at all, and others only when they were too late.

At mid-day on the 28th Sir Ian Hamilton signalled,
“ Well done 29th Division and 1 §6th Brigade,” and during
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the night Lieut.-General Hunter-Weston rang up Major-
General Egerton to tell him how thoroughly satisfied he was
with the conduct of the 156th Brigade. On the afternoon
of the 29th Major-General de Lisle, G.O.C. 29th Division,
sent the following telephone message to Major-General
Egerton :

‘“ General de Lisle wishes to express how much he
valued the help given to the 29th Division in yesterday’s
attack by the 156th Infantry Brigade. The attack by the
156th Brigade was almost entirely successful. The 4th
and 7th Royal Scots succeeded in every detail in the tasks
imposed on them. The 8th Scottish Rifles met with
enormous resistance owing to the fact that our artillery had
not prepared the Turkish position in front of them quite so
successfully as in other places. The 8th Scottish Rifles
were very gallantly led. This position was attacked twice
later by the 88th Brigade (29th Division) with great gal-
lantry but without success. General de Lisle does not
blame the 8th Scottish Rifles at all for their failure. He
much regrets the death of Brig.-Gen. Scott-Moncrieff.”

Regarding the lack of success in the artillery preparation,
all eye-witnesses agree that there was no artillery pre-
paration at all on the right of the 1 §6th Brigade’s front, and
the majority agree that what few shells did fall on the left
seemed to be intended for elsewhere.

Shortly after the action General Hunter-Weston con-
veyed a message of congratulation from Sir Ian Hamilton
to the 1456th Brigade, and confirmed this on 3rd July witha
message referring to * their fine attack which has brought
so great distinction on their Brigade and on the §2nd
Division.”

Despite all this that passed between the 1¢6th Brigade
and the Higher Command, the Special Force Order
published by Sir Ian Hamilton on the battle, and dated
from G.H.Q. on 29th June, praised the gallant 29th
Division, but observed complete silence with regard to the
156th Brigade. His despatch dated 29th June contained
the following brief statement :—* East of Ravine two
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battalions Royal Scots made fine attack, capturing the two
lines of trenches assigned as their objective, but remainder
of 146th Brigade on their right met severe opposition and
were unable to get forward.”” This was briefly restated in
his despatch of 26th August, with no mention of the severe
opposition. That was all.

One result was that the words, * the remainder of the
156th Brigade were unable to get on” (Despatch, 26th
~ August), were most cruelly misinterpreted by a certain war-
correspondent who, incidentally, was so far misinformed as
to assign the bulk of the losses to three units in the 86th
Brigade (29th Division).  Another war-correspondent,
referring to the Cameronians, imagined or was wrongly
informed that they had * failed to make good their holding.”
Every trench captured by the Cameronians and every other
unit of the Division on Gallipoli was held by them. The
H.12 trenches on the right were not captured, simply
because corpses cannot walk forward, and no man there got
forward more than a few dozen yards without being killed.
There was never any question of them failing * to make
good their holding.” The writer of this work has called
attention to these mis-statements, because they were widely
read at the time, and neither the public at home nor the
army in general knew any more. Naturally, everyone in
the {)ivision, and the Cameronians in particular, felt keenly
the mis-representation and the official silence. No one
grudged the high praise given to the splendid 29th Division,
but they should not have had it all, and no one would have
said this more strongly than the gallant men who filled its
ranks.

Yet the morale of this Brigade did not suffer from the
battle, as was shown by their conduct a fortnight later.

That General Simpson-Baikie, the C.R.A. at Cape
Helles, had not been informed by those in charge of the
operations that the 156th Brigade was under the orders of
the G.O.C. 29th Division for the battle, is evident from the
following statement of his:

* So successful had been the attack on our left with its
capture of five successive lines of Turkish trenches that we
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had actually some ammunition to spare. In the afternoon
it was agreed that there should be another attack on H.r12,
preceded by a very short but very intense bombardment
from every gun and howitzer we possessed. All artillery
arrangements for this were completed before 2.30 p.m.,
from which hour all the guns waited alert and ready for the
Infantry to inform us of the hour they wished us to com-
mence fire. I was in direct telephonic communication with
the commander of the §2nd Division, having had a private
wire laid on to his Headquarters the previous day. Sud-
denly, to my horror, I received a telephone message from my
Artillery Group Commander, Colonel Stockdale, saying the
Infantry were making the assault and that he had no time to
do more than fire half a dozen shots | ”

Brig.-Gen. Scott-Moncrieff and the 7th Cameronians
had been dead more than an hour before this attack took
place ; and fortunately, realising the futility of piling corpses
of their own on to the heaps of the 156th Brigade, the 29th
Division did not press their attacks.

We will quote Major-General Egerton at this point :

‘It 1s, therefore, necessary to say that—

* (1) The 146th Brigade were not on this day under the
orders of the G.O.C. s2nd Division, having been lent to the
29th Division.

“(2) That no special wire was laid on to §2nd Head-
quarters. :

“(3) That the afternoon assault was made by the 88th
Brigade of the 29th Division and that the 146th Brigade
took no part in it.”

It is futile to speculate as to what might have happened
if the 156th Brigade had had the use of the one Lowland
Battery at Cape Helles. We all make false steps, and
campaigns are won by those who make the fewest, but
surely the saddest of the Gallipoli Campaign were those
which prevented due honour being done to men who had
suffered and given their lives freely.

On 1st July the 7th and 8th Cameronians were formed
into one composite battalion, composed of three companies,
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two of the 7th and one of the 8th, the whole being under the
command of Major W. T. Bird of the 7th. The Royal
Scots were similarly reorganised on the 6th July, two com-
panies being formed from the 4th R.S., and one from the
7th R.S., the command devolving on Lt.-Col. W. C,
Peebles, T.D.

Let us conclude the chapter with a scene which shall be
described by the principal actor, a tall chaplain, with white
hair and moustache, greatly honoured by all, no matter of
what rank or creed. He had promised his own battalion,
the 4th Royal Scots, to hold a memorial service for those
who had fallen on the 28th June, and on Sunday, 4th July,
was making his way to the ““ Rest Camp ” for that purpose.
“ With some caution,” Dr. Ewing writes, “ I picked my
way in the dark through the various lines until I found my
friends. The men were gathered in a little open space and
sat round in the form of a half-moon. The stars were very
bright, but the night was dark, and we could see each
other only as shadows. The enemy seemed to enter into
the spirit of the thing, and left us absolutely in peace. So
there, in the trenched valley, alive with armed men, in
perfect stillness, under the quiet sky, we held our service.
We sang familiar words, a few of the lads with good voices
standing by and acting as a choir. ‘ All people that on
earth do dwell,’ ‘ The Lord’s my Shepherd,” and ‘ O God
of Bethel’ were sung with deep feeﬁng. As the music
floated away on the light breeze it seemed to rouse the
interest of others, and, attracted by the strains, many dim
figures moved silently towards us from the surrounding
battalions, considerably swelling our congregation. How
our hearts were stirred as we thought of the brave men gone,
who had so often worshipped with us in the Grange and in
the old Cathedral. One felt in a peculiar way a sense of
their presence, as we prayed that we might be worthy to
cherish the memory of these heroic friends and comrades.”



CHAPTER V
(28D TO 12TH JULY, 19I%)

THE BATTLE OF THE 12-13tH JULY, 1915

I've seen the morning
With gold the hills adorning,
And loud tempest storming before the mid-day.
I've seen Tweed's silver stream
Shining in the sunny beam,
Grow drumly and dark as he row’d on his way.

AvrisoN RUTHERFORD (MRs. COCKBURN).

At the beginning of July the Turks were moving five
fresh Nizam (Active Army) divisions into Gallipoli;
probably because of the weakness of Russia, and a secret
understanding with Bulgaria. Their counter-attacks im-
mediately after the 28th June showed how seriously they
regarded their reverse at Cape Helles, and it was essential
that their attention should remain fixed on that front.

On the night of the 2-3rd July the 1g7th Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. P. W. Hendry, V.D., was carried over from
Mudros to Cape Helles on mine-sweepers and destroyers.
During the following day parties of officers of the 147th
Brigade were taken to the forward trenches, where the
position was explained to them. Some of them spent a
night in the Centre Section with the 42nd Division, which
was destined to fight by the side of the 52nd in several great
battles.

At day-break on 3rd July the first detachment of the
1/3rd Lowland Field Ambulance came ashore at the “ River
Clyde,” being accommodated by the 1/1st Lowland Field
Ambulance, who were in dug-outs on the cliffs to the south
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of Lancashire Landing not far from the ruined lighthouse of
Cape Helles.

During the night 3-4th July all in the * Rest Camp ”
worked hard to improve their dug-outs, and, rain coming on,
they learnt how tough and tenacious is the Gallipoli clay
when wet. Their exertions were very necessary, for the
usual shell-fire followed on the 4th, causing a number of
casualties.

All night long on the 4-sth the Turks fired heavily
and continuously. At 4 a.m., the dawn of a great Moslem
festival, they opened fire with every piece of artillery that
they could bring to bear on Cape Helles and Anzac. Enver
Bey had over-ruled the wiser German decision to let the
British and French do the attacking, and had decided to
drive the Allies into the sea. “ Their Asiatic Batteries
alone fired 1900 rounds, of which 700 fell on Lancashire
Landing. At least 5000 shell were loosed off on to Helles.
A lot of the stuff was 6-inch and over.”  (Sir Ian Hamilton.)
At that time, with the exception of the guns of the 29th
Division and the few guns of the Anzacs, our field artillery
on Gallipoli consisted of the old s-inch howitzers and 14-
pounders of South African days. In at least one case half
of the guns of a brigade were out of repair and useless for
the time.

Soon after, the Turks attacked in dense masses. There
was no H.E. to spare; but they melted away under
the enfilade fire of the British field-guns. The 7/8th
Cameronians were in the forward trenches and Captain R.
Blair noted in his diary: ‘“ We had a great day shooting
Turks with machine-gun and rifle, and got some of our own
back. The same made me more hopeful than I had felt
since I landed here.” For the Turks it was a costly failure
amounting to a disaster, and seriously damaged the morale
of their troops, at any rate for the attack.

The whole Division was standing by soon after 4.30 a.m.
An extra fifty rounds was issued to each man, and the
quartermasters and cooks hurried breakfast forward. The
achievements of the Q.M. departments in the Division
were splendid, and the cunning shown in hiding the tell-
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tale smoke of the kitchens admirable. Meals were occa-
sionally delayed or consisted of makeshifts, but the writer
is sure that not once did the cooks fail the troops in their
vital duties, no matter what the hour, the shell-grc, or the
weather.

By 9 a.m. the firing had died away, and the Turks had
admitted a costly defeat.

Despite the heavy shell-fire directed on the *“ Rest Camp ”’
and other areas, the losses of the Division were small, because
of the digging-in. The 6th H.L.I. lost 1 killed and 9
wounded in the * Rest Camp,” and other units even fewer.

After dusk on the sth July, the sth H.L.I. were guided
up the Eastern Mule Track and through a labyrinth of
trenches to Twelve Tree Copse, between Gully Ravine and
Krithia Nullah. Here the battalion was split up, the
companies being attached to the 1st Dublin Fusiliers, 2nd
Royal Fusiliers, and 1st Munsters for instruction in trench
warfare.

On the same night the sth Argylls moved to Ghurka
Bluff for the same purpose, having an unfortunate experience
with a guide, who as usual lost his way. This was the
easiest Fossible thing to do in the darkness and in such a
maze of trenches, but, unfortunately, it was also conducive
to much weariness among men who had been up since
dawn. The Turks were nervous after their defeat and their
lines burst into rifle-fire every now and then, causing a few
casualties among the Argylls.

During the 6th the remaining battalions of the 14sth
and 157th Brigades moved to various places in the forward
trenches about Achi Baba Nullah for a few days, the new-
comers receiving instruction from more experienced units
of the Royal Naval Division. The gsth R.S.F. was an
exception, as it had been in trenches near Clapham Junction
for some time, and was moved to the *“ Rest Camp.” The
156th Brigade now under the command of Lt.-Col. P. C.
Palin of the 29th Indian Brigade, moved on the same day
to relieve that brigade at Ghurka Bluff.

On the previous day Brig.-Gen. P. W. Hendry, V.D,,
bad been invalided to hospital with dysentery and fever,
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and Col. W, H. Millar, 6th H.L.I., had assumed command
of the 1§7th Brigade.

This was the first experience of the trenches for many.
* Here we first encountered some of the gruesome spectacles
incidental to this style of warfare. Such sights as the
withered hand of a Turk sticking out from the parapet of a
communication trench, or the boots of a hastily buried
soldier projecting from his shallow grave, require getting
used to. It was still more trying to look on the unburied
dead lying in groups in front of the parapet; and further
away, near the Turkish lines, the bodies of so many of the
Scottish Rifles who had been swept down by concealed
machine-guns only a week before in their gailant attempt to
advance without artillery support.

“ It is well that this acuteness of feeling soon becomes
blunted. One quickly learns to regard such things as an
inevitable aspect of one’s everyday environment. Thank
God for this; life in the trenches would otherwise be
unbearable.” (History §th H.L.I.)

In these days this moorland, interspersed with occasional
olive groves, fig trees, and vineyards, beautiful and speaking
of peace although riven and battered by war, had many
places where there grew sweet-smelling herbs and flowers,
around which bees hummed and butterflies fluttered in the
summer heat. Yet one knew that those lovely flowers
concealed much that hardly bore thinking of.

Fortunately, the fleshly needs of the practically-minded
heroes of the Lowland Division did much to distract their
minds from morbid moralizing. Instead, they bore an air
of jaunty cheerfulness, making jests of what were really
deadly privations and hardships.

The heat became more scorching, and a drink of tea
was a god-send. ‘‘ The drinking water was unpalatable,
being heavily chlorinated to sterilise it. Our modest
ration of unsweetened lime juice sufficed to remove the
unpleasant flavour from one fill to a water-bottle, but would
not stand further dilution. In any case water-bottles could
not be refilled at will, and it was a long walk to Gully
Ravine from which we drew our water. It may be recorded
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here that this ‘trench thirst,” as we dubbed it, remained
with us for our first few weeks on the Peninsula. There-
after it gradually disappeared until our craving for liquid
became normal.

“ Meanwhile we were rapidly learning to adapt our-
selves to circumstances; to sleep soundly on the Xre—step
of a trench ; to extemporise fuel and cooking appliances ;
to endure the flies which swarmed over our food, pursuing
it even into our mouths, bathed (and drowned) themselves
in our drink, and clustered on our faces, waiting in queues
to sip moisture from our eyes and lips; to live with relish
on bully-beef, M‘Connochie, tea, hard biscuits and jam ;
in short, we were becoming able to fend for ourselves.”
(History §th H.L.I.)

The sth Argylls lost 2nd Lieut. W. Rodger killed by a
sniper on the 7th, and during the same day four of their
men were wounded by shrapnel whilst bathing off a beach
near by. The next day both the sth H.L.I. and sth
Argylls moved back to their * rest-trenches’ near Pink
Farm, and on the 9th they relieved the 7th H.L.I. and
6th H.L.I., respectively, in the trenches. Turkish sniPers
were very active, using steel loop-hole plates, and rifles
from which the woodwork had been cut away so that the
barrels could be aimed through a very small aperture.
Those before the 6th H.L.I. were especially bold, but that
unit took them on in a keen struggle. They lost two killed
and several wounded, but it is certain that the Turks lost
at least as many. After the relief had taken place and the
6th H.L.I. were moving from the trenches, they were
heavily shelled, losing another ten men. By these ways
and by sickness the casualty lists steadily mounted up.

The Royal Scots were in the front line at Ghurka Bluff,
and about 4 a.m. on the gth a Turkish officer with a letter
for the British Commander-in-Chief met Lt.-Col. Peebles
in No Man’s Land under cover of a white flag. The
letter was from Weber Pasha, Commandant of the Ottoman
forces, asking for a five hours truce for the burial of the
dead. The British Intelligence made it clear to Sir Ian
Hamilton that the Turks requested this because they could
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not get their men to charge over the corpses of their com-
rades; and accordingly Sir Ian Hamilton refused it. The
answer was conveyed to the Turks in the afternoon by
Colonel Palin in person.

The following afternoon, roth, the 146th Brigade were
relieved by the 88th and made their way to the * Rest
Camp ” by Gully Ravine and the beach. They were only
there a day, because at 3 a.m. on the 12th July they re-
ceived orders to proceed to Backhouse Post, where they were
to lie in divisional reserve. The Lowland Division was
getting into position for its great attack on the Turkish
entrenchments between Kereves Dere and Achi Baba
Nullah.

In the meantime, on the 6th July, the remainder of the
1/3rd Lowland Field Ambulance had arrived. After two
attempts and one R.A.M.C. casualty, because of the
Turkish shell-fire, the trawler got them ashore. They
took over the cliff-burrows of the 1/1st Lowland Field
Ambulance, who moved to a new site on the inner slope
about three-quarters of a mile from “W " Beach. Later,
before the 12th July, the 1/3rd Lowland Field Ambulance
moved from the cliff-top to a site near the 1/1st Lowland
Field Ambulance.

As the 1st and 3rd Lowland Field Ambulance had not
had time to learn their way about, and also to avoid a
hurried taking over, it was wisely decided that they should
send officers and men to assist the ambulances of the Royal
Naval Division at their advanced dressing stations. These
stations were to serve the frontage of both Divisions.

Let the writer quote here a testimony to the Turks from
Lt.-Col. Young (3rd Lowland Field Ambulance) which is
borne out by everyone who was on Gallipoli :—* On no
occasion did we ever find the Turk disregard the Conven-
tion of the Red Cross, and several times we have satisfied
ourselves that he exercised special care in steering his shells
clear of our camp. We have often had shells in our camp,
but we have a strong belief that they were accidental.” In
such a crowded area as Cape Helles such accidents were
unavoidable. Needless to say, the British and French were

T.L.D. F
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equally respectful of the Red Crescent of the Turks, which
flapped among the trees in a ravine on the face of Achi Baba,
and in other places.

In order to maintain the position at Cape Helles it was
essential for the Allies to retain the initiative, and, because
of the impending landing at Suvla Bay, it was equally
essential that the Turks should think that their chief danger
lay on the slopes of Achi Baba and not at Anzac.

Little over three hundred yards to the south-east of the
main fork in Krithia Nullah lies that patch of vines which
was known as “ The Vineyard.” On its south-eastern

-side ran the old cart-track of peace time from Krithia to
Sedd el Bahr.

At this time the Allied front line ran from just south of
this fork in Krithia Nullah to the south-western edge of
The Vineyard. Thence, with numerous bends and turns,
and with a couple of salients on either side of Achi Baba
Nullah, it ran generally in a south-easterly direction, but
curving gradually to the south until it reached the western
edge of the wide gorge, Kereves Dere, where its cliffs
overlooked the Hellespont.

Achi Baba Nullah crossed the Allied lines into the
Turkish about 800 yards east of the fork in Krithia Nullah,
and about 2000 yards west of the shores of the Hellespont.
At this place, to one going up this nullah, its grass and
scrub-covered banks, partially sloping and partially scarped,
are opening to form one of those shallow watercourses
which wind about everywhere on the upper slopes in a hill-
country.

It was the intention of the Allies to thrust their line
forward and overrun the Turkish trenches between Achi
Baba Nullah and Kereves Dere. The Turks did not
expect an attack on their left, so much as they did on their
right. On the other hand, there could be no naval support
from the Hellespont, because of the Turkish forts and
drifting mines.

The attack was to be delivered in two phases, so that
each could be preceded by a thorough artillery bombard-
ment. The mistake of the 28th June was not to be repeated.
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The first attack was to be delivered at 7.35 a.m. by the
French on the right, and the 155th Brigade in the centre.
The second attack was to be delivered in the afternoon at
4.50 p.m. by the 1 §7th Brigade on the left.

Now, apart from the 6th H.L.I. of the 147th Brigade,
who were to advance up Achi Baba Nullah, and the French,
who were to clear the trenches on the western edge of
Kereves Dere, all the assaulting troops were ordered to
take three lines of Turkish trenches. It is of extreme
importance that the reader should mark well this point,
because the official printed map, dated sth July, 1915,
only shows two main Turkish fire-trenches, and all the
evidence shows that there were only those two.

From the southern corner of The Vineyard the British
front line ran towards the south-east. The Turkish front
trench facing it was about 350 yards away, but, when it
reached the northern bank of Achi Baba Nullah, it turned
in until the opposing lines were separated by less than
fifty yards. The Turks had blocked this nullah with
seven lengths of heavily-wired trench, laid across or on
either side of the water-course. They swept it with cross-
fire. On the northern bank it was flanked by a strong
earthwork, and the Turks had commenced a redoubt set
back a little on the southern bank. This latter was actually
a crescent-shaped trench with its ends pointing to the east.
Later, it became known as the Horseshoe. All of these
trenches were linked up by lesser ones.

From there, two main lines of heavily-wired Turkish
fire-trenches ran for about 700 yards across open grass and
moorland, to the south-east generally, but curving gradually
southward with many twists, and being linked up with
numerous lesser trenches. The front line was separated
from the British front line by No Man’s Land, varying from
100 to 200 yards in width.

The right or southern halves of these two trenches were
to be taken by the 155th Brigade, and the left or northern
by the 1 §7th Brigade.

For descriptive purposes it is convenient to follow them
again from left to right, that is from north to south.
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Behind these trenches the aeroplane photographs showed
marks which were interpreted to mean a third trench
(E.12) running from the unfinished Horseshoe to the south-
east for about 350 yards, after which it joined up with the
second Turkish fire-trench (E.11). The left and centre
of this third Turkish trench came into the objective of the
157th Brigade; the right into the objective of the 1gsth
Brigade. This third Turkish trench (E.12) is marked as a
communication trench in the G.H.Q. printed map dated
sth July, 1914, but it is not marked on the muﬁ:igmph
reproductions of the map showing communications, dated
2nd July, 1915, and issued to battalion commanders prior
to this battle.

This * third Turkish trench (E.12) " did not exist.

Some marks on the ground as if a trench had been

lanned, a few short lengths of not more than eighteen
inches in depth, even fewer short lengths of over two feet
in depth; those were all the signs of digging that were
found. Whether the Turks had commenced to dig a
trench for their own use, or whether it was intended for a
dummy trench will never be known, but it is certain that it
deceived the staff of the British Higher Command.

The second matter was as follows. Behind the most
southern 350 yards of the first Turkish fire-trench (E.10)
was a loop communication trench, sometimes referred to as
A-O. Its northern end joined the first Turkish trench
approximately in its middle, almost opposite to the point
where the third trench (E.12) was supposed to join the
second (E.r1). This loop-trench was so shallow and
narrow to begin with, was so blown about in places by
artlllcry-ﬁre, and was so confused with minor trenches in
a like condition, which had not been separately numbered
in the orders for the attack, that the assaulting troops passed
on without recognising it.

From this it will be seen that, according to the official
maps and orders issued, the second Turkish trench (E.11)
in front of the 147th Bngade, and the left of the 155th
Brigade, became the third Turkish trench for the remainder
of the front of the latter Brigade—provided that the loop
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communication trench (A-O) was counted in, and that the
lesser ones were not.

At the risk of tedium the writer has taken pains to make
it clear that there were only two main Turkish fire-trenches
on these parts of the respective fronts of the two Brigades,
because of the succession of cruel blunders which arose out
of the idea that there was a third.

The second Turkish trench (E.11) bent back or eastward
slightly until it reached a declivity, which ran into Kereves
Dere.

The first Turkish trench (E.10) bent forward or south-
ward until it lost itself in a maze of trenches in which no
one could imagine three distinct lines of trenches of any
kind. In several places there the barricades and trench-
blocks of the opposing troops were only a few yards apart.

Thence, the Turkish system, well wired, followed the
western side of Kereves Dere until it reached the cliffs
overlooking the Dardanelles, about 150 yards to the east
of the French front line. Afterwards, the trenches of
both sides ran down declivities until they reached the
water.

About 1000 yards higher up the slopes of Achi Baba
than this system of Turkish trenches there was understood
to be, at this time, one long fire-trench, which ran almost
right across the peninsula. Apart from this there were
probably no more entrenchments of importance.

We are mainly concerned with the 1000 yards of front
which ran from Achi Baba Nullah inclusive to a point
within the extremely complicated trench system. There,
as was general on the middle slopes of Achi Baba, the
ground rose gradually from the British lines.

By the 11th July the rg5sth and 147th Brigades were
in the trenches from which they were to make the attack,
and the 146th Brigade was being moved forward from the
“Rest Camp ” to divisional reserve near Backhouse Road.

It was to be a trench to trench attack similar to that of
the 28th June. The British front line in this area was then
the trench known as Parsons Road. Behind it were three
other lines, Trotman Road, Mercer Road, and Backhouse
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Road, the last being 400 yards in rear of the front line.
All four trenches crossed the entire area of the two
Brigades, with the exception of the right which was in
the maze of trenches, and the left which was in Achi Baba
Nullah.

The attack of the 144th Brigade was to be delivered in
four waves of men, with a frontage of about 5oo yards.
They were to form up in the four lines of trenches and in
the confused system on their right. After a preliminary
bombardment, the four waves were to rise simultaneously
from their trenches. The first two waves were to jump
the first two Turkish trenches (E.10 and A-O) and together
take the third (E.11). The third wave was to occupy the
second, that is the loop communication trench (A-O), and
the fourth wave the first Turkish trench (E.10). Their
right would advance through the tangle on a corresponding
front, and its right flank would be protected by the French
advance. To protect their left a special party was told off
in the first wave, it being their duty to seize and hold a
Turkish communication trench which linked up their two
main fire-trenches.

Special bombing parties were to accompany the first three
waves to clear the small communication trenches. In the
last three waves parties, carrying picks and shovels, and with
Royal Engineer personnel attached, were to be detailed for
the special purpose of re-building and consolidating the
captured trenches. Royal Engineers were to go with the
first, third, and fourth waves to search for enemy mines.
In order that the artillery might see how far they had
advanced, every third man was to have on his back a piece
of tin, which would reflect back the sun’s rays. For the same
purpose the first two waves were to carry biscuit tins, which
were to be placed in the rear of the forward captured
trenches ; and a few men on the left of each wave of the
left attack were to carry red flags, which were to be planted
in view of the artillery, in order that they would not shell the
left of the 15th Brigade when preparing for the attack of
the 157th Brigade. Scaling ladders were to be provided,
by which the troops were to climb out of the trenches for the
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assault. Where these were not available, steps were to be
cut. The three battalions taking part in the assault were
each to detail a platoon to carry up water, ammunition, and
bombs when required, but this was found to be quite
inadequate during the battle. As many wire-cutters as

ossible were to be given by the units in rear to the troops
in the first two waves. Every man was to have his re-
spirator handy, and it was to be damp but not wet. Respir-
ators at this time consisted of a simple pad to tie over the
mouth and nostrils. They were better than nothing,
although they dried up with the heat, slipped off, and even
when properly on supplied very little protection against
gas attacks. Two ofhicers and ten per cent. of the other
ranks of each company were to report to divisional reserve.
They were to form a nucleus in the event of a company
being destroyed.

One great difficulty was that, owing to the slope of the
ground, only the front line of the enemy could be seen
from the British trenches, so that, as soon as attacking troops
had passed the first parapet, they would be beyond the
ken of those behind. It was understood that aeroplanes
would supply the necessary links, but none were seen.
The indescribable complication of the enemy trenches
accentuated the problem. A painstaking attempt was
made to let each wave and party know exactly where it
ought to go. Even with the use of maps and with no
enemy fire, it would have been difficult for the waves and
g_arties to have found their way about, because, although

urkish trenches were very clearly designated on our own
printed maps, all that the assaulting officers and men could
see was a confusion of excavations running in all directions,
and, very naturally, not labelled. As it was, in order to
prevent information falling into the enemy’s hands, no
maps, sketches, or copies of orders were to be taken to the
front line trenches, and by 6 a.m. on the 12th all such
documents had to be no further forward than the Eski
Lines. The memory alone could be relied on, and this,
amidst the distractions of enemy artillery and machine-gun
fire, wounds, and death.
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The formation for the attack by the 15gth Brigade
under Brig.-Gen. J. F. Erskine, M.V.O., was roughly as
shown in the following diagram :

4th K.O.S.B. (24 companies) 4th R.S.F,
1st Wave - - (3 platoons)
R.E,, 8 other ranks R.E., 4 men
4th K.O.S.B. (1} companies) 4th R.S.F.
2nd Wave - - { (2 platoons)
R.E,, 16 other ranks R.E.,, 8 men
5th K.O.S.B. (2 companies)  4th R.S.F.
3rd Wave - - (1 platoon) (2 platoons)
R.E., 12 other ranks R.E,, 4 men
sth K.O.S.B. (1 company) 4th R.S.F.
4th Wave - - I platoon) (2 platoons)
R.E., 8 other ranks R.E, 14 men

The 4th K.O.S.B. (Lt.-Col. J. M‘Neile) and sth K.O.S.B.
(Lt-Col. W. J. Millar) were to deal principally with the
southern half of the two main Turkish fire-trenches, to-
gether with a portion of the supposed trench E.12. The
4th R.S.F. (Lt.-Col. J. R. Balfour) were to attack through
the area where these two trenches joined up with the maze
on the right, having to make a big change in direction
whilst doing so. This battalion was also to supply a
company whose special duty it was to keep touch with the
French. The sth R.S.F. (Lt-Col. J. B. Pollok-M‘Call)
were to garrison the old British firing line, to dig com-
munication trenches forward, and to be in brigade reserve
with some details. The Royal Engineer personnel was
furnished by the 2/1st Lowland Field Coy., R.E.

Diversions to support the attack were to be made at
Anzac, and by the 29th Division on the left at Cape Helles.

At 3.45 p.m. on the 11th the French opened fire for two
hours on the Turkish trenches in front of the Lowland
Division with their field guns, the famous * seventy-fives.”
This was a preliminary registration for the morrow. Owing
to the British artillery being short of ammunition, the
French had undertaken the whole of the artillery prepara-
tion, and for that purpose generously placed six batteries
of seventy-fives, and some howitzers, between thirty and
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forty guns, under British orders. The British ammunition
was to be saved for covering fire during the advance, and
for the repelling of counter attacks. The Turkish guns
replied vigorously, but the French did considerable damage
to their wire and entrenchments before they finished.

The morning of the 12th July broke with bright sun-
shine and a cloudless sky. The troops were in the highest
spirits, *“ gay and free as usual ”’ (Major Yuille). The ten
per cent. nucleus had been sent down the night before, and
the order had been obeyed unwillingly, because no one
wished to be left behind. Everything was ready, and
officers were using what periscopes they had for a last look
at the enemy trenches before the attack. The 4th R.S.F.
was in touch with the French on its right.

At 4.30 a.m. the French artillery opened fire with
shrapnel and H.E. on the Turkish trenches, whilst some
warships shelled their back areas and searched for observa-
tion stations on Achi Baba. The Turkish artillery replied
almost at once, trying to search out the French guns and
shelling the front and communication trenches, and soon
the roar of cannon was constant. The harsh, ripping crash
of the French * seventy-fives” resounded everywhere, as
they sent their salvoes of shells with wonderful precision
and rapidity on to the Turkish trenches and wire.

The main volume of fire was directed on the trenches
before the 145th Brigade. Around this area there was a
perfect inferno of din and smoke. The hill-side and the
crest of Achi Baba were smothered in clouds of dust and
smoke. The 154th and 157th Brigades had many casu-
alties from the Turkish shrapnel as they waited in their
trenches ; but the Turkish losses from the deadly fire of
the French seventy-fives were also heavy. At 7.30 a.m.
the French artillery ceased with startling suddenness. The
gunners were lengthening their ranges.

A few moments afterwards there arose a terrific clattering
of musketry and machine-guns. The men of the 157th
Brigade on the left of the 1gg5th Brigade, were giving
covering fire from their rifles and machine-guns, and the
Turks were firing their hardest ; for with a burst of cheering
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the Borderers and Fusiliers were out of their trenches and
advancing steadily on the Turkish position, long lines of
khaki figures in open order, the sunlight flashing from the
plates of tin and their bayonets.

The British and French artillery now opened fire, putting
a barrage down in rear of the Turks to prevent them from
bringing up reinforcements. As rapidly, the Turks brought
every gun which they could spare to bear on the advancing
infantry, deluging them with shrapnel and machine-gun
fire so that the “ bullets fell like rain on calm water ”
(a 4th K.O.S.B. survivor). The air was filled with dust and
smoke, and watchers soon lost sight of the assaulting troops
in this convulsed yellow pall that smothered the hill-side,
where officers were keeping direction as best they could
and looking out for Turkish trenches. The roar of cannon
was constant and deafening, and at times the doctors in the
dressing stations could hardly hear themselves speaking.
Occasionally the uproar died down a little, as if taking
breath, and Lt.-Col. J. Young, when at one dressing
station, noticed that * just then, during a momentary
hush, a yellow-breasted bird flew by, chirping as if nothing
were amiss.”’

* Unless one has seen it there is no imagination that can
picture a belt of land some 400 yards wide converted into a
seething hell of destruction. Rifle and machine-gun
bullets rip up the earth, ping past the ear, or whing off the
loose stones; shrapnel bursts overhead and the leaden
bullets strike the ground with a vicious thud; the earth
is rent into yawning chasms, while planks, sandbags, clods
of earth, and great rugged chunks of steel hurtle through
the air. The noise is an indescribable, nerve-racking,
continuous, deafening roar, while drifting clouds of smoke
only allow an intermittent view of the damnable inferno.”
(Major Yuille.)

Such were the impressions left on the minds of the 4th
R.S.F. as they advanced on the left of the French, and tried
to wheel and find their way about, over a labyrinth of
trenches. For the 4th R.S.F. speed was impossible. The
200 rounds of S.A.A., which were carried by every man in
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the assault, in addition to a rifle and other necessary equi
ment weighed them down, and the heavily-laden men had
to jump or scramble across one trench after another. They
began to lose heavily from the start, Captain Dunn being
wounded whilst in the act of altering the direction of his
men.

Curving into the centre of the 4th R.S.F. ran the southern
end of the first main Turkish fire-trench (E.10), and at the
same place this latter was rejoined by its loop communica-
tion trench (A-O). Both were joined by numerous’ lesser
trenches forking and running in different directions.

Before the 4th R.S.F. right lay two short Turkish fire-
trenches, one behind the other in the tangle of earthworks.

Twelve out of the thirteen 4th R.S.F. officers taking part
in the charge had fallen, with the bulk of the men, before
these two short fire-trenches were won, together with
another trench that ran to the left, towards the loop com-
munication trench.

Somewhere beyond, to the left of their new front, lay
the southern end of what was marked on the maps as the
second main Turkish fire-trench (E.11). This part
(designated S-T), where it ran to a declivity of the great
wide gorge of Kereves Dere, they were also to attack;
but there were hardly enough left to hold what had been
captured until reinforcements could arrive, and the Turkish
machine-gun fire increased rather than diminished. To
have gone on would have resulted in the destruction of the
handful left, and probably the loss of what had been won
already. Captain H. R. Young, the surviving officer, got
the men together, and they all set to work to consolidate the
captured trenches. He was in command of the liaison
company, and accordingly ensured that he was in touch
with the French on his right. The 4th R.S.F. machine-
gun officer was amongst the fallen, but Sgt. T. Murphy
brought his guns over the open under a heavy fire, and took
up a position whence he materially assisted in covering the
consolidation, and in repelling counter attacks.

Meanwhile, the long lines of Borderers had advanced
steadily and rapidly. At the start some had been in dead
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ground, but as soon as they crested a low ridge they were
met by a very heavy artillery fire, and men began to drop.
2nd Lieut. A. H. M. Henderson fell here, shot through the
head. Before them they could see a line of thrown-up
earth, the Turkish front line.

The first trench was captured with bayonet and revolver,
and some prisoners that were taken were sent back. The
orders were for the 4th K.O.S.B. to carry the first two
trenches but not to occupy them, the objective being the
third, where both waves were to unite. It was difficult to
tell whether some places, where the ground had been riven
asunder by H.E., were the remains of trenches and accord-
ingly to be noted, or whether they had been hollows worn
by time and the weather and accordingly to be ignored.
However, all ranks were on the gui vive to count the Turkish
trenches as they crossed them, and they went forward for
the next one. )

Leading the second wave on this day was Lt.-Col. J. C.
M*Neile with his adjutant, Captain J. C. Lang, both of
them cool, intrepid men. * The survivors of the charge
never tire of telling what a magnificent example the Colonel,
who had endeared himself to all ranks, was to his comrades
that day " (Lt. Sorley Brown). ‘‘ Come away, Borderers |
don’t be beaten |” was the stirring cry of Captain A.
Wallace as he continued to advance, although badly wounded
and with blood streaming down his face, until he was hit
again, this time to fall a dying man. Lieut. J. B. Innes
had one of his arms shattered by a bursting shell. He got
his cousin, Lieut. W. K. Innes, to cut it off, asked for a
cigarette, and continued to cheer the Borderers on until he
died from loss of blood. '

They reached a second trench, where the Turks put up a
good fight, firing their rifles through loop-holes. Some of
the Borderers jumped into the trench, whilst others shot
the enemy down from the parapet. By the time it was
captured, it was littered with dead and wounded Turks.
More prisoners were taken here, and were sent back.
Up to this time the casualties of the 4th K.O.S.B. had not
been very heavy, considering the nature of the fighting.
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The adjutant now came down the line pointing out some
thrown-up earth which seemed to be the parapet of a third
trench about 150 yards away, and the advance went on
again. Some men doubled forward to it but only found an
untenanted, shallow length of trench, not more than two
feetdeep. On the left it ran up towards a wood, but stopped
about 100 yards short of it. On the right it ran towards
another wood, whence seemed to come a great deal of
rifle and machine-gun fire. Within both these woods men
could be seen running about, those in the left probably
being British. In front of them they could see no signs
of the enemy at all.

Some think that these men were in what were the pre-
liminary excavations of a new Turkish fire-trench, others
think that it was a dummy trench, and others, again, that
they had reached a few machine-gun emplacements marked
on the map as being about 350 yards to the north-east of
Parsons Road, and about 200 yards to the north-west of
Kereves Dere.

The remainder of the battalion must have advanced clear
of these emplacements, until they had gone about a quarter
of a mile, being actually within the zone of our own artillery
fire, and under shell-fire from both front and rear. Lt.-
Col. J. M‘Neile saw that there was a mistake somewhere,
and said to Major W. E. A. Cochrane: * We are too far
forward, we must get back.” There was a brief consulta-
tion in which the adjutant joined. Major Cochrane said :
“T'll stop the men and get them back,” and this they all
endeavoured to do.

Every man possible was recalled, but unknown to the
others some brave spirits had pressed forward and were
well up the slopes of Achi Baba.

The retiral now commenced, and, automatically, any
men who had on their backs the plates which were to flash
their position back to the artillery, now turned their breasts
to the Allied lines, so that, even if the Allied gunners could
have seen anything of them, it would only have been a
scatter of khaki figures well behind the enemy lines, which
could be easily mistaken for a Turkish counter-attack
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moving on newly-captured trenches. In their advance the
Borderers had diverged a little to the right, and now they
diverged to the left, which brought them into the French
barrage, which was about the Kereves Dere. The shrapnel
and H.E. now rained on them from front, flanks, and
rear. ‘‘ The front which had been broken was narrow,
and the Turkish machine-guns on the right and left were by
this time in position to enfilade the returning men
(Major W. T. Forrest).

“ Nothing could live under so cruel a cross-fire from
friend and foe” (Sir Ian Hamilton), and the returning
troops were almost wiped out.

N}:)thing more was ever seen or heard of the gallant
Lt.-Col. J. M‘Neile, his adjutant, five of his officers, and
262 of his men. Some distant heaps of British dead lying
well behind the Turkish lines: some reports of helmeted
and khaki clad figures seen well up the slopes of Achi
Baba : that is all that we know, beyond the picture that the
few survivors give us of officers and men retiring steadily
down those sunlit slopes, and helping wounded comrades
until shot down themselves beneath a deluge of fire from
front, flanks, and rear, machine-gun, rifle, shrapnel, and
high explosive. It is probable that over 700 of the 4th
K.O.S.B.’s crossed the parapets on that day; of these
almost half were killed or died of wounds, and considerably
more than a quarter were wounded. All but two of the
officers taking part in the charge fell. The Royal Engineers
with them paid their toll at the same time.

It is because there were so few left to record it that we
can give so few accounts of the gallantry of individuals of
the 4th K.O.S.B. on this day.

The men who were crowded in the length of shallow
trench had filled their sandbags to build up something of
a parapet. They had tried to deepen the trench, but
‘“ the ground was like flint, and we could make little head-
way with our entrenching tools” (Cpl. T. Richardson,
4th K.O.S5.B.). Machine-gun and rifle fire in enfilade from
the wood on the right and a hail of shrapnel made it un-
tenable. An attempt was made to extend the men to the
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left and some got into shell-holes. ~Shortly afterwards they
saw some of the others doubling back through the bursting
shells for the trench behind, and those who were left went
back with them, men dropping all the time.

There were not many of the 4th K.O.S.B. left by this
time, and as best they could and as quickly as possible,
for it was death to move slowly over the open, they hurried
back through the stunning din to the next line.

They jumped down into a trench manned by R.S.F. and
sth K.O.S.B., who were busy putting it into a defensible
condition, and cleaning it by getting the dead, most of whom
were Turks, over the parapet. This trench had been
almost obliterated in parts by the French H.E. The
parapet had been practically blown away, and in places the
trench had been filled up by debris and earth, until its
floor was level with the ground outside. They were in the
ruin of the loop communication trench (known as A-O)
which ran behind the right of the old Turkish front line.

The sth K.O.S.B. had advanced for the first 150 yards
at a run, and then at a walk because of the heat, the rough
ground, and the difficulties in getting across the numerous
lines of British fire trenches. Never once did the men
waver. It was difficult to keep direction, because of the
numerous oblique communication trenches, which were
inclined to edge men to the left. The Turkish front line
trench (E.10) and the loop communication trench (A-O)
behind, were occupied, but, as was found out, the latter not
at all points on the right.

The first main Turkish fire-trench (E.10) had been as
badly knocked about by shell-fire as the loop trench {A-O),
which ran on its Turkish side. In places it was filled to the
brim with debris of earth, and with dead, dying, and
wounded Turks. So much was this the case that in at
least one place, having removed the wounded, it was easier
to leave the dead blocking the trench and to sap round it.

In the first trench, as in the loop trench, men were hard
at work getting the dead over the parapet, and rebuilding
with sandbag, pick, and shovel. There was no time for
any niceties about burial, for there might be a counter-
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attack at any time. Others, of the §th R.S.F., were sapping
backwards from the old Turkish front line and forwards
from the British in order to link them. Others were
getting the wounded to one side, and the regimental
stretcher-bearers of all units, as usual, were working
steadily, and with no regard for themselves. Machine-
guns and ammunition had to be brought forward over the
open, there being no other way. The Turkish shell-fire
went on all the time, dropping men here and there, and
adding to the inevitable congestion and confusion.

About 9 a.m. some men of the 4th K.O.S.B. were driven
out of the right end of the loop trench, and fell back to the
old British front line, but their three remaining officers
rallied them and led them back to the captured trenches.

The special party of 4th K.O.S.B. that had been detailed
to occupy a communication trench covering the left of the
line had disappeared in the general slaughter. From
this direction the enemy were sniping and bombing the
garrison of Borderers from the north portion of the Turkish
front fire-trench (E.10). On the Borderers’ immediate
right the Turks were lodged in the tangle of trenches, and
Brig.-Gen. Erskine found that the enemy were between
the right of the Borderers and the left of the 4th R.S.F.
The situation was a very dangerous one, as from this area
also came a series of very determined counter-attacks with
bombs. The cast-iron spherical bombs used by the Turks
at this period were much superior to the converted jam
tins of the British. Under cover of rifle and artillery-fire
the Turks crept forward, and with their bombs gradually
drove the Borderers to the left of the loop-trench (A-O),
until there were only about forty men left in it under Lieut.
R. Douglas, sth K.O.S.B. He, however, held on, en-
couraging his men, fighting the Turks with what came
handiest. He was mortally wounded, but they could not
dislodge him. Lt.-Col. Millar, sth K.O.S.B., who was in
the forward line, returned over the bullet-swept zone and
guided forward two companies of the sth R.S.F. under
Lt.-Col. Pollok-M*Call, practically the whole of the 155th
Brigade’s reserve. With these reinforcements the Turks
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were finally held and driven back, portions of the loop-
trench being regained.

But the Turks were still as dangerous as ever in the
tangle of trenches and portions of the loop-trench (A-O)
between the right of the sth R.S.F. and the Borderers and
the left of the 4th R.S.F.  All the time they were threaten-
ing to break into the British line.

At about this time, 10.30 a.m., a message came from the
French saying that they were not in touch with the British
right. His own reserves were used up, and accordingly
Brig.-Gen. Erskine had to ask for reinforcements from the
divisional reserves, the remains of the 146th Brigade.
The two 4th Royal Scots’ companies were sent up, and
ordered to ensure connection with the French on the right.
Fortunately, they were not needed, as the 4th R.S.F.
‘“ had been in touch with the French on their right from the
beginning of the advance” (155th Brigade Operation
Report). Lt.-Col. Peebles managed to squeeze in a
platoon of his men, but the remainder had to be accom-
modated in the trenches behind.

The French, advancing with the British, had forced
their way along the western edge of Kereves Dere, and their
mistake was probably due to one of their company com-
manders pushing ahead, so that he had formed a small
narrow salient of his own. This is borne out by a message
sent by Captain H. R. Young, 4th R.S.F. at 4 p.m. The
French had not experienced the same opposition here, as
their losses showed. The original, erroneous message
reached Sir Ian Hamilton, but, unfortunately, the correcting
report seems never to have done so.

About mid-day Brig.-Gen. Erskine received information
from the R.S.F. in the first Turkish trench that the loop-
trench (A-O) was partly unoccupied, and was being en-
filaded from the right by machine-gun fire. It was vital
that the Turks should be driven out of the tangle of trenches
in his right centre, and that the British should fully occupy
and hold the loop-trench. The remaining company of the
Royal Scots (7th) was sent up, suffering several casualties
on the way from shell-fire. After working its way along

T.L.B. G
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the communication trenches it made a desperate charge,
completely routed the Turks, and recaptured about 180
yards of the left of the loop-trench (A-O). The Turks got
over the parapets and doubled towards a cross-trench on the
left, where many were shot down. Lieut. D. Lyell (7th
R.S.), the coy. commander, was killed whilst preparing to
defend his newly-taken position.

On the right of the Royal Scots came a company of the
Cameronians (7th). They rushed forward over the open
with the bayonet, cleared two trenches of the enemy, barri-
caded saps leading to the Turkish lines, and got in touch
with the Royal Scots in the loop-trench (A-O). This
charge allowed the rest of the Cameronians to get into the
front line by the communication trenches, and to extend the
Cameronian left until it reached the right of the Royal Scots.

The 156th Brigade had now re-established the position
in the loop-trench (A-O), so that the whole of it was held,
and from then, until the evacuation on the 8-gth January,
1916, it became part of the British front line. They had
also cleared the Turks out of the tangle of trenches, from
which the latter were threatening the newly-captured
trenches right and left. Everywhere men were at work
building bombing-saps, barricading trenches, rebuilding
parapets. The newly-captured trenches were filthy, and
the smell of the dead was dreadful.

Soon after the capture of these trenches Major W. T.
Bird (7th S.R.), O.C. the Cameronian Battalion, a most
capable and reliable officer, was shot, being killed instantly.
After arriving suddenly in a newly-captured trench it was
impossible for an officer to look about in it and direct his
men without exposing himself many times. Particularly
was this so if the newly-captured trench had had many
gaps blown in its sides by H.E., and was in such undulating
ground as forms these slopes of Achi Baba. Chances had
to be taken, and at any moment a Turkish sniper might
have his rifle sighted down a communication trench or
through a breach in a parapet, and send instant death to
some officer thinking out the consolidation, arranging for
ammunition, rations and water,
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The Cameronians lost heavily again in officers, and the
command devolved on Captain R. Blair. This officer was
the only one left with the combined battalion for a while,
until he got the use of one of the few surviving officers of
the 4th K.O.S.B. It is impossible to avoid the mixing up
of units once they are launched on to a battlefield, and
particularly is this the case when the fighting takes place
in a system of trenches. Confusion is inevitable, and
officers have to take command of the men available no
matter what their unit may be.

The remaining two companies of the Royal Scots (4th)
came up and reinforced their portion of the firing-line.
The Turks made successive counter-attacks down their
old communication trenches, and kept up a galling fire
from the next trench in front, but they were held off.

By this time, the whole of the reserves of the Division
had been thrown into the line. The 147th Brigade had
not been used, but was lying ready for its attack on the left
or northern portion of this trench system. The 1§5th and
156th Brigades were now occupying the right or southern
half of the first Turkish trench, and the loop-trench to the
eastern or Turkish side of it, together with the bulk of the
tangle of trenches, where they linked up with the French.
The sth R.S.F. were digging new communication trenches
to link up the old British and Turkish front lines. The
two R.S.F. companies that were working on this lost more
than half their strength in killed and wounded, before they
had finished their tasks.

Sir Ian Hamilton described the situation at this time as
follows in his despatch dated 11th December, 1914:
“ During this fighting telephone wires from forward

ositions were cut by enemy’s shell fire, and here and there
in the elaborate network of trenches numbers of Turks
were desperately resisting to the last. Thus, though the
second line of captured trenches continued to be held as a
whole, much confused fighting ensued ; there were retire-
ments in parts of the line, reserves were rapidly being used
up, and generally the situation was anxious and uncertain.
But the best way of clearing it up seemed to be to deliver



100 GALLIPOLI

the second phase of the attack by the 157th Brigade just as
it had originally been arranged.”

The continual breaking of telephone wires called for
deeds of heroism on the part of signallers and runners,
far too numerous to be mentioned here. It also had much
to do with some of the mistaken information on which the
official despatches were based.

One of the chief difficulties throughout the battle was the
evacuation of the wounded down the crowded and narrow
communication trenches, and much suffering was unavoid-
ably caused thereby. The stretcher-bearers laboured as
long as they had strength. Surgeon-Major D. R. Taylor,
4th K.O.S.B., “ worked unceasingly among the wounded
during the attack, with shells bursting all around him,
and he met death instantaneously while bandaging a
wounded man at one of the dressing stations’ (Lieut.
Sorley Brown).

With regard to the scenes behind the lines, the writer
will quote from Col. Edington, who went over at this time
to see how the dressing stations were working. He found
his ‘“ way much impeded by the long streams of wounded
coming down the communication trench. Many of them
were ‘ walkers’; but there was a considerable number of
stretcher cases, and, although everyone was more or less
plagued by flies, these simply swarmed on the faces of the
poor fellows on the stretchers, and settled down voraciously
on every blood-stained patch of clothing or bandages.
And, as if the sights in themselves were not bad enough,
the groans of the wounded combined to make the scene
Fretty much of a Hell. On reaching Brown House I
ound that our bearer parties had no cause to grumble for
lack of work ; everyone was at full pitch.”

Lt-Col. J. Young, 1st Lowland Field Ambulance,
writes as follows about a scene at an advanced dressing
station during the midst of this battle: *“ These men
have more than the mere animal will to live. Through
it all their hearts remain smiling and they make others
smile too. They are carried on their rude bed of
pain and exhaustion into a place that has kept company
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for many weary hours with the tortured body and
with death itself, and the walls of earth and the roof of
wood and sand become radiant with a new spirit. The
heavy-hearted catch up the cheerful strain. Suffering
would almost seem to be a joy. And no one knows
exactly how it has all happened, least of all the heroic and
simple spirit that itself lies prostrate and yet laughs in the
face of death. Their greatness is all unconscious and is
only great because it is so. The doctor’s smile and word
of cheer and encouragement seem puny and irrelevant before
such a thing as this. The smile and encouragement have
found a thing immeasurably greater than themselves, and
they remain the better for the discovery.”



CHAPTER VI
(12tH To 18TH JULY, 191§)

THE BATTLE OF THE 12-13t JULY, 1915 (contd.)

O fickle Fortune |
Why this cruel sporting ?
O why still perplex us, poor sons of a day ?
Nae mair your smiles can cheer me,
Nae mair your frowns can fear me,
For the Flowers of the Forest are a’ wede away.

AvrisoN RuTHERFORD (MRs. COCKBURN).

THe 157th Brigade (Col. W. H. Millar) was waiting in
the lines of trenches for the launching of its attack. The
formation and strength of the actual assaulting troops were
roughly as shown in the diagram below :

6th H.L.I,, 100 sth A. & S.H., 220 7th H.L.L, 320
1st Wave - {R.E., 4 RE,8 RE, 8
6th HL.I, so0 sth A. & S.H,, 200 7th H.L.L, 160
2nd Wave - {R.E., 10 RE, 10 R.E, 10
6th HLL.I, so sth A. &S.H., 120 7th H.L.L, 160
3rd Wave - \RE. 10 R.E, 10 R.E, 10
4th Wave - 6th HL.L, 150 s5th A. &S.H,, 150 7th H.L.L, 160
sth Wave - 6th H.L.I, 150
Separate
converging }6th H.L.L, 150
attack -

The R.E. personnel, who were to search for mines in
the captured trenches and assist in the consolidation, were
supplied by the 2/2nd Lowland Field Coy., R.E.

The 6th H.L.I. (Major Jas. Anderson) were to clear

102
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Achi Baba Nullah. The sth A. & S.H. (Lt.-Col. D.
Darroch), and the 7th H.L.I. (Lt.-Col. J. H. Galbraith)
were to capture the northern half of the lines of trenches
attacked by the 155th Brigade in the morning. They
also were informed that they had to take three lines of
trenches, whilst actually before them to the right or south-
east of Achi Baba Nullah there only ran two. General
Hunter-Weston had doubted on the previous day whether
the “third Turkish trench” (E.12) was not too far
advanced to be held, and had written through his chief-of-
staff to Major-General Egerton to that effect. He con-
sidered that they might get advanced posts in the fifth
line across Achi Baba Nullah (E.13a), and in the third
Turkish trench (E.12), and that if so, these posts ** should
be held as long as possible while the other line is being
consolidated. It may later be found possible even to
connect them together and back, if the Turk gives way
badly, as he may. In any case the General wishes a second
line across this part, as shown in blue, to be made par-
ticularly secure and strongly held as well as the red line.”
(Extract from Letter from Gen. H. E. Street, 8th Corps,
to Gen. Egerton, dated 11th July, 1915, tlmcd 7.30 p.m.)
The red line was on an accompanying sketch map and
included the Horse Shoe Redoubt and curved back to the
second main Turkish fire-trench (E.11). The blue line
ran behind on the British side of this redoubt, following
F.12 and the second main Turkish fire-trench (E.11).
accordance with this letter orders were issued that, if the
third Turkish trench (E.12) was found to be difficult to
hold, it was to be vacated.

The general arrangements and orders were similar to
those issued to the 155th Brigade. Bombing parties were
to be told off. There was a limited issue of Hailes’ hand-
grenades, missiles like a policeman’s truncheon, but the
converted jam tins were the bombs on which the grenadiers
had principally to rely. Covering fire on the left was to be
given by the 42nd Division. The 6th H.L.I. had a very
awkward set of trenches from which to start their attack
up Achi Baba Nullah, several lines running diagonally to
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the direction of assault. This also affected the left of the
sth A. & S.H. The sth H.L.I. (Col. F. L. Morrison,
V.D.) were in reserve, and were to garrison the old British
firing line with one and a half companies immediately
after the start of the attack.

The cannonade was really continuous all through the day,
but at 3.50 p.m. commenced the intense bombardment of
the Turkish trenches before the 157th Brigade, which was
to be the preliminary to its attack.

*“ The destruction was enormous. Parapets and trenches
were scattered in clouds of dust which soon became so
dense as to blot out the entire landscape from our sight.
The impression was that of a huge black cloud resting on
the ground, a cloud incessantly rent and illumined by the
red flashes of the bursting shells. Nothing, it seemed,
could live under such a smashing fire. In actual fact, as
we saw for ourselves after the position had been taken, the
enemy’s casualties from it were appalling. The morale
of the survivors must have been terribly shaken. The
marvel is that, after such an experience, they were able to
put up so stout a resistance as they did at many points.”
(History sth H.L.1.)

The Turkish artillery replied on the British trenches and
many an Argyll and Light Infantryman fell before he crossed
the parapet. Some were wounded, but charged with
their comrades despite their wounds.

At 4.50 p.m. the Allied guns lengthened their ranges,
putting a barrage behind the Turkish trenches, while a
warship pounded the summit of Achi Baba with giant
shells so that it smoked as if on fire.

Then, with a burst of cheering and to the skirling of the
pipes, the 157th Brigade scrambled over the parapet, and
went forward. Again the Turks turned on the assaulting
troops every machine-gun and piece of artillery that they
could bring to bear, and the din was terrific. Line after
line pushed steadily forward through the bursting shrapnel,
their triangles of tin twinkling in the sunlight, until each
wave of men in turn disappeared into the inferno of dust
and smoke that smothered the Turkish trenches.
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It will be convenient to deal first with the assault of the
right and centre.

The 7th H.L.I. tell of the gallant leading of their first
wave by Captain W. H. Gandy, until he was killed. Piper
K. M‘Lellan (7th H.L.L.) played his pipes until they were
blown out of his hands by a shell, after which he tended the
wounded in the open. Lieut. J. Rowan of the sth Argylls
fell mortally wounded by a bursting shell, but, holding up
his shattered frame as best he could, never ceased to cheer
on his Highlanders until he died.

The first main Turkish fire-trench (E.10) was well
garrisoned with brave men who had lost heavily already
from the French bombardment. The attacking troops
trampled over the remains of the wire-entanglement and
bayoneted most of the garrison before the trench was
captured. The assaulting troops now swept on through
the drifting smoke to the next line. Between the two
lines before the 7th H.L.I. lay a small detached fire-trench,
and before the sth Argylls lay an extra fire-trench caused
by a fork: these were taken in their stride. As they
approached the second main Turkish fire-trench (E.11),
some Turks were seen to be filing out in an endeavour to
get away, but the French seventy-fives caught them and it
seemed as if none escaped. A French artillery forward
observation officer (F.0.0.) had arrived in the first trench
within five minutes of its capture. Again the entangle-
ment was penetrated. Again most of the Turks who had
stayed to fight were bayoneted, but a number were taken
prisoners.

Sgt. A. MacLachlan, sth Argylls, cleared one piece of
trench by himself, meeting four Turks and killing them
one after the other with the bayonet.

The leading waves of the 7th H.L.I. and sth Argylls,
now joined into one surge of men, rushed forward for the
third Turkish trench, but found nothing except a few
detached pieces of empty trench less than two feet in depth.
Some went on to look further, and most of these never
returned. Others got into the shallow holes and tried to
deepen them and build up parapets. Sgt. A. MacLachlan,
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mentioned above, held an isolated piece of trench in front
with his section until relieved thirty hours afterwards,
beating off at least one heavy Turkish counter-attack during
the time. It was difficult for the men to make any headway
with their entrenching tools in the white gravelly clay.
Shrapnel hailed everywhere, and heavy machine-gun and
rifle-fire was coming in enfilade from the right. Many
were shot down, especially on the right. In no place was
there an excavation which was much more than two feet
deep, and in most places the ground had been little more
than scraped. The assaulting troops hung on for an hour,
but the position was untenable, and, in accordance with the
letter from the Corps Commander’s chief-of-staff, the sur-
vivors on the right were withdrawn with little further loss.

During this operation 2nd Lieut. H. G. Russell, 7th
H.L.I., returned under heavy fire on two occasions, bringing
in two wounded men. Just as he reached the parapet of
his own trench with the second, he fell mortally wounded,
shot through the thigh with a rifle bullet.

The Argylls and 7th H.L.I. now set about the task of
clearing the trenches of their heaped up dead, and of
consolidation. Prisoners had to be collected and taken back
out of the crowded trenches. Wounded had to be got to
one side, until they could be moved. Both first (E.10)
and second (E.11) trenches were in a crumbling and ruinous
condition from the shell-fire, especially on the right, and
it must be remembered that only the northern half of the
second (E.r11), which was now the firing line, was in
British hands. Practically obliterated in places by shell-
fire, this trench, which curved back gently into the Kereves
Dere, where it was in Turkish hands, was a constant source
of danger from Turkish snipers and counter-attacks.

Right along the whole front of the Division there were
now going on fierce struggles between snipers and bombers,
and these continued almost without intermission. The
losses during the charge had been heavy, but those during
the consolidation and holding of the trenches against the
repeated counter-attacks were equally bad. Officers and
senior N.C.O.’s had to be moving about directing their
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men, and their losses were very heavy. The history of
trench warfare had shown, in both France and Gallipoli,
that very often trenches could be captured which it was
impossible to hold.

Hidden behind a bush in the path of the left of the sth
Argylls and the right of the 6th H.L.I., where they ad-
vanced together, was a Turkish machine-gun, which was
causing casualties. 2nd Lieut. A. Nicol, sth Argylls,
saw it and ran towards it, firing his revolver at the crew
as he ran, but was shot through the head and killed in-
stantly. Immediately afterwards a number of kilted men,
Argylls and 6th H.L.I., rushed on the gun’s crew, bayoneted
them, and captured the gun.

Lieut. W. Millar, sth Argylls, strode forward leading
the left of their first line, armed with a revolver and a
spade, waving and cheering on the men. He found himself
in the crescent-shaped trench on the south side of Achi
Baba Nullah, afterwards known as the Horseshoe. With
him were about sixteen men, and later, others joined him,
until he had with him 2nd Lieut. J. Wilson, sth Argylls,
and about forty of the 6th H.L.I. and of his own unit.
The trench was only partially dug, but they started at once
to clear and deepen it, and to build up a parapet with what
tools they had. The Turks attacked them with rifle-fire
and bombing, but they replied with their rifles and learnt
the trick of throwing back at the Turks their own bombs
before the long fuses had burned down. Practically all
of them had had nothing to do with these missiles before,
and, even for experts, this was a dangerous game, because
no one knew how far a fuse had burned, when he picked
up the bomb. Wilson, a boy of eighteen, was standing
on the parapet directing the rifle-fire at one end of the
crescent, when he fell shot through the thigh. As he lay
wounded, he continued to encourage the men until he was
too weak to do any more. At one time the men had been
driven back by the enemy bombs to where this lad was
lying, but Pte. Coyle, an Argyll, jumped on to the parapet
and shot the Turkish bombers down. Coyle was one who
set an example in throwing back at the Turks their own
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bombs. Lieut. Millar held this trench with his party,
against the Turks until relieved by men of the Royal Naval
Division thirty hours afterwards. During that period this
resolute officer repulsed one large organized counter-attack,
besides lesser ones, losing a number of his men killed and
wounded.

With great dash and determination the 6th H.L.I.
charged up Achi Baba Nullah. Blocked by line after line
of heavily wired trenches, swept by cross-fire from machine-
guns, and flanked by two stronger works, it would have
been a perfect death-trap and impregnable to infantry had
it not been for the terrible efficiency of the French seventy-
fives. Some portions of the enemy trenches had been
obliterated by the H.E. One trench (E.12), the second
on the left of the nullah, had become * merely an irregular
series of shell craters * (History §th H.L.1.). But, even so,
there were many fanatical and stout-hearted Turks left,
ready to defend their trenches to the last. Despite severe
losses from the enemy shrapnel and machine-gun fire, one
trench after another was taken, until Lieut. C. S. P. Black
with his men took the last Turkish trench on the left or
northern side of the watercourse, and Lieut. M. Wyllie
with some more men took the last on the right. Wryllie
was isolated for a while from the other trenches captured,
but held on. Lieut. Black was wounded in the head, but
he, with Pte. E. M‘Queen, bombed the Turks back with
their own bombs, and held them at bay until a barricade
had been built behind them across the captured trench,
making it secure.

*“ In the left centre Capt. J. F. Daly was severely wounded
early in the advance, but though in danger of bleeding to
death, contrived to struggle forward, directing his party
until he lost consciousness, when his place was taken by
Lieut. Davidson, R.E,, who accompanied the wave in
charge of a party of sappers.” (Col. J. Anderson.)

Owing to losses in officers, and the confusing lines of
earthworks, a portion of trench was not taken in the main
assault. 'The 6th H.L.I. threw their own reserve in under
Captain C. G. Daly, and made the trench secure.
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For some hours fighting went on round the furthest
objectives, the Turks resisting strongly and counter-attack-
ing frequently.

In different places behind the front of the 147th Brigade
working parties were now busy with pick and shovel linking
PI'P the old British line and the newly captured systems.

hey were shelled the whole time, and most of these working
parties lost nearly half their strength, but that did not stay
them. The work was vital. Ammunition, rations, and
especially the rare and precious water had to be carried to
the front line. There were countless deeds of heroism on
that day by men carrying messages and these necessities
across a bullet-swept open, where it seemed that nothing
could live. The communication trenches had to be dug
forward, and officers and N.C.O.’s had to look about to
ensure that the new trenches were so planned that th
would take advantage of the lie of the land and not be
enfiladed by the Turks. 2nd Lieut. Cowan, 6th H.L.I.,
was one who fell whilst carrying out this, one of the least
exciting and therefore most trying duties of that day.

The troops that stormed a position on Gallipoli had to
clear and consolidate the trenches, and hold the ground
themselves. There were no reserves available to follow
them up for this purpose. The officers and N.C.O.’s
who were left, speedily organized this work, and everyone
laboured in the heat, “ with the body half-drained by
perspiration, the throat clogged up with dry powdery dust,
and the parched tongue clinging to the roof of the mouth
(Major C. S. Black). What water they had left in their
bottles was tepid with the heat, but a draught of it was
without price. The water supply was one of the worst
problems, and men who tried to carry it forward in biscuit-
tins and water-bottles frequently lost their way in the
strange and complicated trenches, so that some parties in
different units received none at all.

The clearing of the captured lines was a terrible task.
“ The trenches themselves were littered with the Turkish
victims of our shell fire, in places piled on top of one another
to the depth of several feet. In one communication
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trench that had to be used for days until another could be
cut, it was necessary to crawl on hands and knees for many
yards over the reeking bodies in order to keep within the
shelter of the parapet.” (Major C. S. Black.) In order
to pass one another to get on with their work many had to
expose themselves, and in this manner Turkish snipers got
many targets.

At about §.30 p.m. on that evening the sth Argylls
suffered a great loss. Lt.-Col. Duncan Darroch was
watching the consolidation, when a sniper shot him, wound-
ing him very severely near the shoulder! A strong,
fearless, outspoken leader of men, he thought the world of
his battalion and his battalion thought the world of him
and would have followed him anywhere. The command
devolved upon Major R. A. Clapperton-Stewart.

The searching for the wounded in the thick scrub
started immediately after the assault, and went on through-
out the night. The company of Sgt. G. Harper (6th
H.L.L.) had lost all its officers and its C.S.M., but he led
them on to their objective. He had seen two officers lying
severely wounded in Achi Baba Nullah, and, having handed
over his men to an officer, asked and received permission
to return to their help. * Although severely bruised by
earth thrown up by a shell and suffering great pain, he went
down Achi Baba Nullah, through a very inferno of artillery
and machine-gun fire, and helped Lieut. Mavor to the
shelter of a trench, killing or scattering a party of Turks
who were firing at this officer at close range. Lieut.
Laird had meantime been assisted into cover. Sgt. Harper
then collected a number of leaderless men and led them up
to the company’s objective, where he continued to supervise
consolidation, remaining on duty for a number of days and
declining to receive any personal attention.” (Col. J.
Anderson.)

All the units that had taken part in the assault had every
available man in the line or at work somewhere, and casu-
alties never, ceased to thin their ranks. Numerous calls

1 Lt.-Col. D. Darroch never recovered from this wound, although he
lingered on for nearly eight years until he died from its effects.
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were now made on the sth H.L.I. in brigade reserve for
reinforcements.

The capture and holding of the trenches on the left or
northern side of Achi Baba Nullah had been essential in
order to protect from counter-attacks the trench system on
the right or southern side. Branching off from the last
trench captured on the northern side (F.12a) was another
(F.13), which ran back into the enemy’s lines in a long wide
curve to the north-east and north. Just after it left the
captured trench it ran generally parallel to the latter for
about eighty yards. It was essential that this part should
be cleared of the enemy. Both trenches at this place were
roughly at right angles to the British front line as it ran
south-east from the Vineyard. A company of the sth
H.L.I. were in close support to the 6th H.L.I. in a small
work, which was in this line at the end nearest Achi Baba
Nullah.

About 6 p.m. Major J. Anderson ordered this company
to take the lower portion of this other trench (F.13).
They charged in two lines, Major A. M. Downie, sth
H.L.I,, leading the first. As they were traversing the area,
where the two trenches joined, and where the captured one
was a shapeless ruin, he fell mortally wounded in the head.
The rest carried on, and drove the Turks about seventy or
eighty yards up the trench beyond the junction. ‘ Here
the Turks, possibly reinforced, made a determined stand
behind a traverse or interior work of some kind and a
comparative deadlock ensued, both sides maintaining a
heavy fire at a distance of less than thirty yards, but neither
being able to gain any ground > (History stk H.L.L.).

Meanwhile, through some mistake, a verbal message
had been passed back asking for machine-guns. The day
was drawing to its close at the time. Two machine-guns
of the 6th H.L.I. were being pushed forward to assist in
covering the consolidation. Now, it is extremely difficult
for a party moving forward in newly-captured and, to them,
unknown trenches to recognise that they are getting into a
place of danger, and often a few yards one way or the other
will make all the difference. So it was in this case.
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The two machine-guns duly arrived in the trench, at
the traverse behind which were bombing Turks. They
had only been there a very short while when the Turks
made a determined counter-attack under cover of a perfect
hail of bombs. 2nd Lieut. J. W. Malcolm (sth H.L.L),
who was with the most advanced men, handling and steady-
ing them with great coolness and courage, was killed. As
he fell, a bomb burst on one of the machine-guns, dis-
abling it. Men fell killed and wounded, and the rest,
deprived of their leader and without bombs, were driven
back about twenty yards before they could carry back the
guns and the guns were lost.

For a time the situation was critical, their bombs giving
the Turks a great advantage, but Pte. T. Melrose (§th
H.L.L.) and Corpl. A. R. Kelly (sth H.L.1.) learnt on the
spot the dangerous game of throwing back the Turkish
bombs. Several H.L.I. were killed and wounded in this
way, but the survivors persisted, and the Turkish advance
was stopped.

In the meantime Captain G. Morton, who was now in
command of this company of the §th H.L.I., heard of the loss
of the guns and decided to make an effort to recover them.
He collected six or eight volunteers, ““ climbed out of the
trench and worked his way along the open beside it, making
a slight detour, apparently with the intention of rushing the
guns from the flank. Dusk was now turning into darkness,
and those who were in the trench were unable to see what
actually happened. The little party evidently came under
heavy fire before they were in a position to make the rush.
One or two got back unhurt ; one (Private Cleugh) mortally
wounded, staggered into the trench just in front of the
barricade which was being erected, and was brought in
only to die; of Captain Morton and the others nothing
more was seen.” (History sth H.L.I.)

The whole ground was subsequently regained and
thoroughly searched that night, and later by day, but
neither gun was found. The Turks had made sure of their
booty.

Atz the same time as the attack of the 147th Brigade, the
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4th R.S.F.,, on the extreme right, had made an attack and
captured a further trench immediately to their front.

The general position now was that the 157th Brigade
had made a gap (about 6 5o yards in width) in the principal
system of Turkish trenches, whilst the 1§ sth Brigade and the
French further to the right had driven the Turks back on to
their last important fire-trench in this section to the west
of Kereves Dere. Between this trench and the summit of
Achi Baba there lay at the time only some disconnected
earthworks and the single long trench already spoken of as
spanning the peninsula. The Turks had suftered heavy
losses, and by nightfall they had been so ‘thoroughly
beaten that officers present were convinced that if troops
had been available, in support, to ‘leapfrog ’ through our
Brigade (147th), a large further advance could have been
made "’ (Col. J. Anderson). The troops were not available,
the artillery ammunition was not available, and accordingly,
the only course left was to make sure of holding the ground
which had been captured.

*‘ The policy of attack on a limited front and to a limited
depth was probably dictated to the Commander-in-Chief
by the number of troops and guns available, and these again
depended on the conditions at home and on the Western
Front, as well as on considerations of space on the Peninsula
and of transport, but there can be little doubt that attacks
on a limited front tended to be much more costly to the
attackers, in that they allowed the concentration of the fire
of a large proportion of enemy guns on the area attacked.
Further, attacks on a limited frontage simplified, for the
Turkish commander, the problem of the handling of his
reserves (always the most difficult problem for the defenders),
and facilitated the delivery of counter-attacks, not merely
by reason of the early movement of reserves towards the
threatened point, but also of the short distance from each
other of flanks that were not being attacked and were there-
fore ready points for support to counter-attacks.” (Col.
J. Anderson.)

So extreme was the shortage of ammunition that night
for the British artillery that ‘“ all but a limited number of

T.L.D. H
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rounds were withdrawn from most batteries and were
placed in horsed ammunition wagons, which perambulated
from one side of the British position to the other according
to where it seemed most likely the next Turkish attack
would take place ” (Gen. Simpson-Baikie).

The right of the 7th H.L.I. in the captured portion of the
second main trench (E.11) got into touch down a Turkish
communication trench with the left of the 1ggth Brigade
holding the loop-trench (A-O), and thus linked up there
the new British front line.

Every man available was put on the urgent work of
linking up the old British front line with the captured
trenches before dawn, after which time communication
over the open would probably be impossible. Men who
had formed the ten per cent. nucleus were brought up for
this work, and for the carrying up of rations and water.
A 4th K.O.S.B. officer tells how his men had to carry on
the tasks of two working parties that had been annihilated
by enemy shrapnel. Neither of the saps that they were to
work on had proceeded more than thirty or forty yards,
and at no place was either deeper than a couple of feet.
The correct lines were marked out and the digging was
“ carried on with feverish haste.”

*“ Flares of all kinds were lighting the whole place every
few minutes, and work had to proceed with the greatest
caution, as a machine gun was at once turned on our party.
As each flare went up every man ‘ clapped ’ and, owing to
the fact that the ground was absolutely strewn with corpses,
we were not spotted.”

As the night went by * every man was becoming ab-
solutely exhausted with the incessant digging, and whenever
a man’s spell of picking or shovelling was over he was
practically asleep before he sat down. This necessitated a
constant awakening. On being awakened each man sprang
up and bravely buckled to. Every credit is due to these
men for the work done that night, as no man had tasted
food since the previous day at dinner.” They completed
their tasks before dawn.

Captain W, Forrest tells how a party of 4th K.O.S.B,
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started out before 7 p.m. to carry tin biscuit-boxes full of
water, bully-beef and jam from a dump to the newly-
captured trenches two miles forward. * Every few minutes
there was a halt to allow wounded, walking or on stretchers,
to pass” along the unavoidably narrow communication
trenches. Carrying parties of other units were frequently
met. By one in the morning they had reached the old front
line, whence they had literally to force their way up “a
zigzag sap not more than two feet wide, varying in depth
from two to five feet. In this narrow sap a fatigue party of
about forty men were working, and the difficulty experienced
in getting a party loaded up with food and water aﬁmg such
a trench can be readily imagined. Practically the whole
time machine-gun and rifle-fire was being kept up by the
Turks, making it quite an exciting job. The sap itself
was about 200 yards long, at the end of which it was found
there were still some forty yards of open ground to cross.
This was covered at a smart jog-trot, and all dropped
safely into what had been a Turkish trench the night
before. The hour was 3 am.... The officer of the
party was at once ordered to take charge of a part of the
firing line which was very short of officers, while the re-
mainder of the party was split up, and each tried to find
the Battalion. Alas|...only here and there could an
occasional 4th K.O.S.B. man be found, and at no place were
there more than two together. All units of the 1§5th
Brigade were fearfully mixed up. The only thing that
could be done was to issue the food and water for the benefit
of all and sundry, and sorely were the food and water,
especially the latter, needed. One thing will never be
forgotten by the writer. If word came along for ‘ water
for the wounded,” a water-bottle would pass through a
hundred hands, and be the man ever so thirsty not a
sign of hesitation could be seen in passing the water
along.”

The 6th H.L.I. had obtained the assistance of two
companies of the Plymouth Battalion, R.N.D., before
midnight, and had returned the company lent to them by
the sth H.L.I. By means of these two R.N.D. companies
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they managed gradually to withdraw their own men from the
newly captured trenches, and to re-organize them in the old
British front line during the night, and on the following
morning.

Throughout the night the sudden crackle of heavy
rifle-fire, punctuated by the detonations of bombs, broke
out as the Turks tried in vain to recover some of the lost
ground. These counter-attacks were levelled principally
against the right of the Division’s front, where the Turks
could attack from the southern half of their second main
fire-trench (E.11) up their old communication trenches,
and also against the Horseshoe which was assailed for three
hours continuously. Working parties that were near had
to down tools, pick up their rifles, and help to man the
parapets. 2nd Lieut. R. E. May, sth H.L.IL,, fell gallantly
in one of these fights on the front of the 1 5 sth Brigade.
Men had to fight wherever they found themselves in the
darkness. The artillery expended some of their precious
store of shells, and every attack was beaten off ; but it
all meant that there was no rest for troops who had been
fighting and working hard since dawn, on little or no food.
Many were in a fainting condition through exhaustion and
hunger, some actually did fall unconscious and slept where
they fell. The general conditions, the sights, the smells,
and the sounds in the captured trenches can be imagined
from what has been written already about this and the
battle of the 28th June.

Dawn broke slowly on the 13th, for it was a hazy morning.
Every man was standing-to in his place.

Suddenly, in front of the 1§ 5th Brigade about 100 Turks
appeared from behind a small ridge charging down on the
British front, with loud cries of * Allah | Allah | Rifles
and machine-guns opened fire on them, and they simply
disappeared. Not a man of them got back.

There was a brief lull, and then bayonets could be seen
moving along the Turkish trench in front. They were
refilling it for another assault. Once again they advanced,
but this time in a most halting and hesitating fashion. They
moved forward about ten yards and stopped, each man
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holding one of his hands in front of his eyes, apparently to
shut out from his sight what he knew lay before him. The
Borderers and Fusiliers thought that they were going to
give themselves up as prisoners, and the message was
passed along :—* Don’t fire; they are going to sur-
render.” They moved forward a few more halting,
hesitating steps. ‘‘ Apparently this exasperated one of
their officers, as he was seen to take his rifle and club 2 man
behind, which one can only imagine roused another man to
make some remark, as the officer in question immediately
turned round and shot him "’ (Captain W. T. Forrest).

The Turks at once broke and stampeded, and the watch-
ing troops turned on them every machine-gun and rifle
which would bear. Only very few can have escaped.

The writer would like to record one out of the many
feats of individual gallantry. Sergeant A. Y. Paton, 6th
H.L.I., had early in the assault on the 12th * received a
shrapnel ball in his shoulder but continued the advance
with his company and did not report his wound. In the
evening this was discovered accidentally by an officer, but
Sgt. Paton expressed himself as being able to carry on and
anxious to do so. At daybreak on 13th moans were heard
and cries for help from a wounded man in the open forty
or fifty yards away from the trench occupied by a party of
‘A’ Company. Volunteers to bring him in were called
for, and Sgt. Paton and a number of privates immediately
offered themselves. Sgt. Paton and four privates were
chosen and brought in the wounded man (who was found to
be an officer of the sth A. & S.H.), being fired on by
Turkish snipers all the time they were out. Sgt. Paton
reported that he had seen the body of Lieut. W. A. Broad-
foot lying out and the whole party offered to go out again
and bring it in, which they did under a brisk fire, for the
‘Turk was now thoroughly alert.” (Col. J. Anderson.)

Lt-Col. J. Young, 1/3rd Lowland Field Ambulance,
writes of how he ‘“saw an A. and S. officer with a
shattered thigh whose chief concern, as he lay stretched on
the table, was that his men would be well supplied with
water, as the day was hot.” This must have been Lieut.
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M. Fleming, sth Argylls, who had been brought in by
Sgt. Paton, 6th H.L.I.

At dawn the 147th Brigade had been assailed by severe
sniping, and the Turkish marksmen were particularly
active where the uncaptured portion of the second main
trench (E.11) ran back into their lines. This gave rise to
an incident chiefly remarkable because of the rapid manner
in which a very dangerous situation was got in hand, and
for the extremely erroneous account of it which appeared
in the official despatches, giving rise in its turn to in-
numerable further mistakes.

The right of the captured portion of this trench was in a
very bad condition, in places being partially filled in. It
was this right portion, manned by 7th H.L.I., which was
so exposed to the Turkish riflemen, working from further
south in the same trench.

About 4.30 a.m. this enfilade sniping of the 7th H.L.I.
was severe, and ten minutes later Turks crept up the trench
and commenced bombing the faint and weary men. It
must be remembered that the Turks had plenty of reserves
of fresh men hidden safely in Kereves Dere. The 7th
H.L.I. tried to draw in their exposed right flank in order
to get to a more sheltered position, and a verbal order was
passed along the crowded trench for that purpose. In
peace time, and when men are fresh and thoroughly awake,
the simplest messages passed in this manner will become so
changed as to be unrecognizable. It only requires one man
to make a mistake, or to condense or to emphasize the
message wrongly, and he will totally change its aspect.
That is evidently what happened in this case, and the
message became an order to retire. In a few minutes,
before the surviving officers and N.C.O.’s could stop
them and see what it was all about, the men from the front
and support lines of the 7th H.L.I. were falling back, .
some along the communication trenches and some across
the open. Drawn in with them, came men from the
support and reserve lines of the sth Argylls in the centre,
which unit was holding three lines. The front line of the
Argylls, however, never moved, and Captain Jas. Agnew
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with about thirty-five men stood firm in the reserve line.
The left of the 157th Brigade’s front, held by the 6th H.L.L,
also did not move. Captain A. H. M‘Neil, sth K.O.S.B,,
by his presence of mind averted the danger from the left
of the 15¢th Brigade, and from the rest of the Division.

Lt-Col. J. B. Pollok-M‘Call, sth R.S.F., saw what
happened from the left of the 1¢gth Brigade, and has stated
that * There was no sign of panic among the men I saw.
They came back at a jog-trot as if they were carrying out a
retiral on a field-day.”

Lt.-Col. J. H. Galbraith, 7th H.L.1., was at his head-
3uarters in Trotman Road talking with his adjutant,

aptain G. P. Linton, and Major Clark, R.M.L.I., when
he saw the men coming back. Major R. A. Clapperton-
Stewart, sth Argylls, saw it at the same moment from his
headquarters. All of them, together with officers, N.C.O.’s,
and men who were about, set to work at once to rally the
others. This they did with little difficulty. As there
always are in such cases, there were a few nerve-shattered
men who were stopped with difficulty, but the majority
halted the moment they were told to do so. Lt.-Col.
Galbraith and Major Clapperton-Stewart were worthily
seconded by Major E. Armstrong of the 147th Brigade
Staff, their adjutants, Captains Linton, 7th H.L.I., and
Hewison, sth Argylls, Major T. L. Jowitt, sth H.L.L,
and Major Clark, R.M.L.I.t (Captain Hewison had been
wounded on the previous day, but had stayed on duty.)
The first parties were led back immediately, reaching the
evacuated trenches within five minutes of the retirement.
The commanding officers led the men back over the top
under a brisk machine-gun fire from the enemy, who
apparently had not realized at first that the men moving
back were British troops, Major Clapperton-Stewart being
wounded but carrying on, and within less than thirty
minutes practically all of the men had returned to the
evacuated trenches.

! Major Clark received a D.S.O. for his services on the strength of a
recommendation by Lt.-Col. J. H. Galbraith. He was killed later in
the war.
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In the meantime Captain John MacDonald, sth H.L.L,,
whose company was garrisoning the old British front line,
saw that there had been some mistake. He tried to get
instructions over the telephone, but there was delay, so he
took his men forward, re-occupying the right section of
these trenches, apparently about the time that the first
parties of rallied men re-occupied the remainder. At the
same time six privates of the 7th Royal Scots, the crew of
a machine-gun, heard the firing, and without waiting for
orders went off with their weapon to the front line to
support the 7th H.L.I. It is sad to relate that the gallant
Captain MacDonald was killed later in the day.

'g'ouch was obtained on both sides, the defence was set
in order, and the trenches were cleared of the wounded.
The re-organization of personnel within the cramped
spaces of a trench system always takes a considerable time,
but by 7 a.m. everything was being carried on as it had
been on the previous evening, and the situation was the
same.

Information about the re-occupation of these trenches
never seems to have reached the Corps Commander, and
certainly never reached Sir Ian Hamilton for he ignored
it entirely in his despatch of 11th December, 1913.

The day passed without further serious counter-attacks
by the Turks, and the Lowland Division were left in
possession of all the trenches they had catptured. The
sniping never ceased, and amongst those who fell was Major
T. L. Jowitt, sth H.L.I,, mortally wounded “whilst in a
piece of detached trench in Achi Baba Nullah, a short
distance in front of the Horseshoe.

As the sun mounted higher, the men in those parts
of the line that had missed receiving supplies of food and
water suffered very much, and the Cameronians, who were
among the unfortunate, had men fainting * right and left "’
with thirst and the heat. A large biscuit-tin full of water,
which arrived in the evening, and which was * dished out
at a tablespoonful per man " (Capt. Blair) did something to
relieve the situation.

The consolidation was pushed on during the day, and
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two companies of the Nelson Batt., R.N.D., were sent up to
join the two companies of the Plymouth Batt., R.N.D,, in
helping the 6th H.L.I. with the defence and consolidation
of Achi Baba Nullah.

At 3 p.m. instructions were received by Gen. Erskine
that the Royal Naval Division would attack the right or
uncaptured portion of the second main fire-trench (E.11),
that is the portion running into Kereves Dere (P-S-T.).
The attack was to be made at 4.1§ p.m. from Trotman
Road, a trench forty to fifty yards behind the old British
front line (Parsons Road), and special orders were given
for the 1g4th and 156th Brigades to facilitate the passage
of the R.N.D. men over their lines as much as possible.
It was to be an attack to secure the remaining Turkish
trenches in this section to the west of Kereves Dere. The
French were to co-operate by pushing further along the edge
of that wide gorge. Whether an attack from the 147th
Brigade’s front was also intended, because of ignorance of
the re-occupation of the trenches temporarily vacated in the
morning, is not known ; but this last attack was the only one
which took place.

One, at least, of the battalion commanders of the R.N.D.
did not get his orders until about an hour before the attack,
and in that period he had to collect his men who were on
various jobs, pass his instructions to his officers, and get
his unit into the jumping-off place. The blame for the
disastrous blunder which followed does not lie with these
officers of the R.N.D. They formed up in the trench
Trotman Road, behind the 147th Brigade, and not behind
the 1 55th Brigade. * No attack was made over the trenches
of the 1g55th Brigade towards P-S-T ” (154th Brigade’s
Operation Report). They climbed the parapets of this
trench over four hundred yards in rear ofP the 147th
Brigade’s front, and advanced over the open, losing heavily
from the enemy fire as they did so. They jumped down
into trenches filled with surprised men of the Lowland
Division, who wondered why they had not walked up the
communication trenches. Some reached the Horseshoe
where Lieut. Millar, astonished at their method of approach,
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asked them ‘‘ What the do you want?” Many of
them ran on further looking for trenches held by Turks to
attack. A few found the holes which had given rise to the
mythical “ third Turkish trench” (E.12), and reinforced
the Scottish troops who were still holding those on the left.
Others went on and never returned. The net result of this
assault was to reinforce the existing front line, and so make
it possible to hold a slightly improved one. This was done
at great cost of killed and wounded to the R.N.D., and could
have been done as well and probably with hardly any loss at
all if they had advanced up the communication trenches.

Apparently Sir Ian Hamilton did not know the truth
about these matters when he wrote his despatch of 11th
December, 1915. Referring to the afternoon attack of the
12th, and the later events, he stated that *“ the 1 §7th Brigade
rushed forward under heavy machine-gun and rifle-fire, and
splendidly carried the whole of the enemy trenches allotted
to their objective. Here, then, our line had advanced some
400 yards, while the 154th Brigade and the 2nd French
Division had advanced between 200 and 3oo yards. At
6 p.m. the g2nd Division was ordered to make the line
good ; it seemed to be fairly in our grasp.

“ All night long, determined counter-attacks, one after
another, were repulsed by the French and the 144th
Brigade, but about 7.30 a.m. the right of the 1 §7th Brigade
gave way before a party of bombers, and our grip upon the
enemy began to weaken.

“1T therefore decided that three battalions of the Royal
Naval Division should reinforce a fresh attack to be made
that afternoon, 13th July, on such portions of our original
objectives as remained in the enemy’s hands. This second
attack was a success. The 1st French Division pushed
their right down to the mouth of the Kereves Dere ; the
2nd French Division attacked the trenches they had failed
to take on the preceding day ; the Nelson Battalion, on the
left of the Royal Naval Division attack, valiantly advanced
and made good, well supported by the artillery of the
French. The Portsmouth Battalion, pressing on too far,
fell into precisely the same error at precisely the same spot
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as did the 4th King’s Own Scottish Borderers on the 12th,
an over-impetuosity which cost them heavy losses.

“The 1/5th Royal Scots Fusiliers, commanded by
Lieut.-Colonel J. B. Pollok-McCall; the 1/7th Royal
Scots, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel W. C. Peebles; the
1/5th King’s Own Scottish Borderers, commanded by
Lieut.-Colonel W. J. Millar, and the 1/6th Highland
Light Infantry, commanded by Major J. Anderson, are
mentioned as having specially distinguished themselves
in this engagement.

*“ Generally, the upshot of the attack was this. On
our right and on the French left two lines had been cap-
tured, but in neither case was the third, or last, line of the
system in their hands. Elsewhere a fine feat of arms had
been accomplished, and a solid and enduring advance had
been achieved, giving us far the best sited line for defence
with much the best field for machine-gun and rifle-fire we
had hitherto obtained upon the peninsula.

* A machine-gun and 200 prisoners were captured by the
French ; the British took a machine-gun and 329 prisoners.
The casualties in the French Corps were not heavy, though
it is with sorrow that I have to report the mortal wound of
General Masnou, commanding the 1st Division. Our own
casualties were a little over 3000 ; those of the enemy about
§000.”

With regard to the passages quoted above it will be noted
that :

(1) There is no mention that the * third Turkish trench ”
before the 1 57th Brigade was not found to be in existence, a
few short and shallow pieces excepted ; nor that, even if it
had been a trench, Gen. Hunter-Weston had doubted on
the 11th July whether it was possible to hold it.

(2) The time given for the temporary retiral is wrong by
nearly three hours.

(3) There is no mention of the immediate action of the
rallied parties of sth A. & S.H. and 7th H.L.I., and of the
detachments of sth H.L.I. and 7th R.S. despite such
definite statements in operation reports as the following in
that of Lt.-Col. J. H. Galbraith, 7th H.L.I.: *“ By o700
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the situation was the same as on the previous evening ”;
and the following in that of Major R. A. Clapperton-
Stewart, sth A. & S.H.: ‘ Early in morning of 13th inst.
the right of the Brxgade withdrew and our Support and
Reserve retired with them. These were reassembled and
reoccupied the position. Our advanced line did not move
with Supports and Reserves.”

(4) The afternoon attack of the R.N.D. on the 13th is
referred to as ‘‘ a success "’ whilst it was a disaster ; several
writers have understood that it was for the purpose of
recapturing trenches lost by the g2nd Division in the
morning, there being nothing to show that they were
reoccupied at once : this false statement has been the one
most often republished in various works.

(5) A battalion of the R.N. D 1s described as impetuously
pressing too far, and making * the same error at precisely
the same spot as did the 4th King’s Own Scottish Bor-
derers ”’ ; whilst they made no attack from the front of the
155th Brigade on the 13th—that two different bodies of
men under cool and efficient officers were thought to have
made * the same error at precisely the same spot ” does not
seem to have aroused any question.

(6) The question of the * third Turkish trench,” in the
search for which the 4th K.O.S.B. sacrificed themselves,
has been dealt with in the previous chapter : the mistake
lay in describing two long fire-trenches and a complicated
system of greater and lesser communication trenches,
as if they were three distinctly marked lines.

Whether the good work done on the left by the Royal
Naval Division, in helping the 6th H.L.I. to man and
consolidate the trenches in Achi Baba Nullah, was confused
by some ambiguity of description with the supposed results
of this attack is a matter for conjecture ; but the assumption
that they recaptured trenches *‘ lost ”” by the §2nd Division
is wrong. Incidents similar to that on the morning of the
13th July have occurred numberless times during the
Great War, but this one has become unduly prominent
because of the incorrect account of it in the official
despatches.
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It is better that a work such as this should avoid the
discussion and correction of the errors of others, and be a
simple record of fact. However, the above mis-statements
in the official despatches cannot be passed over, because
hitherto they have been taken as authoritative and their
mistakes have been multiplied by other writers in attempts
to interpret them. One historian attributes the non-
capture of the *third Turkish trench” by the 15sth
Brigade to their having lost touch with the French on
their right, whilst in fact the 4th R.S.F. were in touch
with them throughout the action. This is one example
of many.

The night of the 13-14th was quiet, beyond the usual
firing.

After their disastrous attack on the 13th the men of the
Royal Naval Division were very much mixed up with the
men of the g2nd Division, and the sorting of the units
had to be effected. About midnight on the 13-14th the
Royal Naval Division relieved the §th Argylls in the front
line around the Horseshoe, which they had held con-
tinuously for over thirty hours. On the morning of the
14th, before 6 a.m., the Royal Naval Division relieved the
155th and 156th Bngades, and after a day of fatigues.
burying dead in the front line, these two Brigades were
moved on the 14th to the  Rest Camp.” In the afternoon
of the 14th the sth H.L.I. relieved the 6th H.L.I. on the
west side of Achi Baba Nullah, and the 6th H.L.I. and
sth A. & S.H. occupied the old 'front line in Parsons Road
and Trotman Road. The 7th H.L.I. returned to the
“Rest Camp ” at 7 p.m. on the 15th. Two days afterwards
they relieved the 6th H.L.I., who went back to the Torres
Lines in the “ Rest Camp.” On the 18th the sth and
7th H.L.I. and the sth A. & S.H. collected in the same
area. It will be noted that the g2nd Division were
responsible for and held the whole of the front line until
about midnight on the 13-14th, and that they held parts of
it until the 18th.

The victory was a great blow to the Turkish morale,
because it again proved to the Turks themselves that, man
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for man, the British troops on Gallipoli were better than they,
despite their superior position and bombs.

Let us now count the cost. Again there were large
numbers of missing, and the proximity of the opposing
lines prevented a proper search of the scrub-covered battle-
field. Lives were lost by men trying to recover bodies, so
that these attempts had to be stopped. Most of the
wounded of the 4th K.O.S.B. were those hit early in the
charge, and accordingly close to the captured trenches.
Most of their dead lay well behind the new lines which the
Turks speedily dug to cover up the gap in their front. A
number of the men originally reported as missing turned
up as wounded that had been evacuated by the French
ambulances. These have been allowed for in the figures,
which are not known to be exact in the case of a few units,
but have no error of importance. The cost to the Lowlands
of Scotland was as follows

155TH BRIGADE.

KiLeep,
Ui Weiomme  Wounpn., ESNEA® Toru.
or WouNDs,
Offrs. O.R. Offrs, O.R. Offrs. O.R. Offrs. O.R.
4th RS.F. - - - 6 118 6 148 — — 12 266
sth do. - - - 6 69 1 139 — — 7 208
4th K.0.S.B. - - 12 319 6 203 — 13! 18 535
sth  do. - - 6 76 5 183 — — 11 259
ToraLs - 30 582 18 673 — 13 48 1268
156TH BRIGADE.
KiLLED,
Unir. Poaoibiwp  Wounomo.  RESEAY Tora.
oF WoUNDS. -
Ofis. O.R. Offrs, O.R. Offrs. O.R. Offs. O.R.
4th Royal Scots - - — 27 — 47 - - — 74
7th do. - - 1 22 I 29 — — 2 L3
g:l}: Cam;;.omans C } 1 43 2 53 — — 3 o6
TotaLs - 2 02 3 129 — — 5 221

1 Of these, 12 were wounded when captured, 3 died in captivity, and
1 immediately after his release.
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157TH BRIGADE.

M KiLrep, M
1SSING AND ISSING AND
Umit. DEap, Dizp  WOUNDED.  ‘boiconeRs.
or WouUNDs.
Offirs. O.R. Offrs. O.R. Oirs. O.R. Offrs, O.R.

ToTAL.

sth HL.I. - - - 6 32 1 70 — — 7 102
6th do. - - - 8 81 3 199 — — 11 280
7th  do. - - - 6 o4 2 148 — — 8 242
sth A, & SSH. - - 9 123 4 191 — — 13 314

Toras - 29 330 10 608 — — 39 038

The strength of the 7th Royal Scots after this action was
6 officers, 169 other ranks. Several units had not half of
their original numbers.

The officers of the §2nd Division who gave up their lives
as a result of this two days’ fighting were as follows :

4th Royal Scots Fusiliers—

Major W. Stewart. Lieut. H. Kyle.
Captain A. Kenneth. » G. R. Sturrock.
Lieut. I. Barnett. 2nd Lieut. M. B. M‘Coll.

5th Royal Scots Fusiliers—
Captain S. A. Cunningham. 2nd Lieut. T. Jackson.

2nd Lieut. F. Ferguson. " J. Maxwell.
" J. G. Hamilton- " W. H. Mill.
Grierson.
4th King's Own Scottish Borderers—
Lt.-Col. J. M‘Neile. Lieut. T. M. Alexander.
Major J. Herbertson. ,» A.Bulman.
Surgeon-Major D. R. Taylor. » J. B. Innes.
Capt. and Adjt. J. C. Lang. 2nd Lieut. A. H. M. Henderson.
Captain H. Sanderson. " J. B. Patrick.
” A. Wallace. ” P. Woodhead.
sth King's Own Scottish Borderers—
Captain J. J. Dykes. Lieut. R. Douglas.
, T. Welsh. 2nd Lieut. R. Carlyle.
Lieut. E. Smith, ” W. B. MacFarlane.
7th Royal Scots—

2nd Lieut. D. Lyell.

7th Scottish Rifles (Cameronians)—
Major W, T, Bird,
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Sth Highland Light Infantry—

Major A. M. Downie. Captain G. Morton.
Major T. L. Jowitt. 2nd Lieut. J. W. Malcolm.
Captain J. MacDonald. " R. E. May.
6th Highland Light Infantry—
Captain D. E. C. Easson. Lieut. G. L. M‘Ewan.
»  S. A. Gemmell. 2nd Lieut. W. A. Broadfoot.
» E.G. Tidd. " R. Cowan.
Lieut. R. M. S. Boyd. " J. A. Martin.
7th Highland Light Infantry—
Captain W. H. Gandy. Lieut. A. J. M‘Kersie.
Lieut. G. Dickson. » G. H. Weller.
»  W. B. Galbraith. 2nd Lieut. H. G. Russell.
sth Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders—
Captain W. B. Lang. Lieut. J. E. M‘Glashan.
" R. F. M‘Kirdy. » J. L. Rowan,
" J. Nesmith. 2nd Lieut. A. Nicol.
Lieut. R. H. Carmichael. . J. S. Stewart.

M. J. H. Fleming.

”

Up to the 13th July, inclusive, the Division had lost
about 4800 in killed and wounded out of a total landing
strength up to the 3rd July of about 10,900 all ranks.
Battalions had been reduced to companies, and companies
to platoons.

Great as were the losses of the Division, the losses of the
Turks were probably much greater. Many will remember
one awful trench on the east side of Achi Baba Nullah,
which after this action was almost choked to the brim for
about twenty yards with Turkish dead, and how another,
on the opposite side, was so densely packed with corpses
that it had to be filled in. Truly the Turkish peasantry had
good reason for calling Gallipoli, *“ The Graveyard.”



CHAPTER VII
(15T JuLy To 30TH SEPTEMBER, I9IJ§)

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER AT CAPE HELLES

* Hope, for a season, bade the world farewell.”
Pleasures of Hope : THoMAs CAMPBELL.

THE period that followed the battle of 12-13th July was one
in which there suddenly arose a great hope of decisive
victory ; but it faded away. It arose again for a moment,
and then disappeared for ever.

The Division had fought and laboured almost unceasingly
ever since it had moved up to the forward trenches for the
battle, until latterly everyone was utterly exhausted. They
were weary men who dragged themselves into the * Rest
Camp.” It took the sth H.L.I. fully four hours to do a
journey of less than three miles through the narrow com-
munication trenches, where the scorching heat came down
from the sun above, and was reflected from the white
and yellow sides and floor. Laden with anything between
eighty and ninety pounds of arms, equipment, stores, etc.,
because everything had to be man-handled, they staggered
along, breathing an atmosphere foul with dead and filled with
dust. Whenever the men were really suffering there was
very little complaint. Some units passed down a trench
called Sauchiehall Street near Romano’s Well—the one place
at Cape Helles where passers-by could get a draught of the
coldest and purest water. The Turks knew of it and every
now and then would burst shrapnel over it. That, however,
did not detract appreciably from its popularity, because one
might meet death anywhere or at any time on the Peninsula.

T.L.D. 129 1
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Later, on account of its sinister reputation, orders were
issued to prevent there being too large a number waiting at
one time t};r a drink ; but the greatest deterrent to crowding
was the chlorination of its waters, at a later date.

The writer has only heard of two other natural springs of
pure drinking water in the Cape Helles area, one in Gully
Ravine, and one in the cliffs near Ghurka Bluff, both of
which were little more than trickles of water.

Drill of any kind in the “ Rest Camp " was impossible,
because, although two or three men might move about with-
out attracting the Turkish artillery, any larger group
standing or even sitting in an open space was usually
shelled. The troops, however, got plenty of exercise in the
day and night fatigues, digging communication trenches,
or unloading and stacking stores at different beaches, but
principally at “ W.” Through it all, the shelling and the
fatigues, the Division was full of irrepressible Mark
Tapleys. The men were encouraged to bathe., “W?”
Beach was too crowded for this, quite apart from the
wreckage, barbed wire, and other grisly reminders of the
landings, which lay in the water. “ X Beach was used
mostly by the men because of its convenient situation, but
the beach was rough and dirty, and the water was coloured
by clay and covered with a scum of straw, grain, and other
light debris from the unloading of the barges. Many of the
officers considered it worth the forty minutes walk to bathe
in Morto Bay. There the beach was clean and sandy;
the water was clear but for an occasional dead mule ; it was
shallow for a long way out and usually very cold ; and it was
really a beautiful spot, with trees fringing the bay in places,
and a very fine view of the towering grey cliffs of Hissarlik
Point to the left, the blue waters of the Hellespont before us,
and on the further side the Asiatic coast, with more grey
cliffs, the green plains of Troy, and, beyond, the blue
heights of Ida—the Turkish Kara Dagh. It only had one
real disadvantage. It was in full view of the Asiatic coast,
and was shelled and bombed as the enemy thought fit
by their Asiatic batteries and their aircraft. Despite
this, the casualties were surprisingly few, and it retained
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its popularity until the very cold weather stopped the
bathing.

The nights on Gallipoli were gorgeous in their beauty,
infinite depths of the deepest blue sparkling with millions
of points of light. Dr. Ewing describes what he saw on one
evening, 14th July, as follows : “ Work being over for the
day, I went up the hill in the dark to watch, for a little, the
flashing shell bursts, the white light of the star shells,
the trail of light from the rockets, and the wavering fan
of the great search-lights, all picked out in strange dis-
tinctness against the gloom. When I turned to come away,
a thin, bright silver strip of moon hung in the transparent
blue just over the hospital ship, which lay about a mile from
the shore. Out of the darkness her lights shone with
piercing radiance. You could not see the ship : only a high
white light at the bow and stern, a row of green lights along
her side, like a string of emeralds, with a great cross of red
flaming in the centre, all reflected in gleaming streaks
wavering in the water. It gave one the impression of a
great fairy lantern, hung on the moon, shining with almost
unearthly beauty.”

The rest-trenches of the *“ Rest Camp ” ran in irregular
lines from north-west to south-east, or generally parallel to
the Achi Baba front. It was impossible to plan them
without their being enfiladed either from guns on the
Peninsula or in Asia. Of overhead cover there was none,
such commodities as planks of wood and sheets of cor-
rugated iron being most rare on the Peninsula. One C.O,,
who had managed to borrow a few beams from the Royal
Engineers, was a much envied individual. As a rule the
only shelter from the sun, and later the rain and snow,
consisted of waterproof sheets or blankets spread over
the tops of the grave-like holes and pegged down with
pieces of stick. At night, the time when most people were
moving about, it was the simplest thing, even when there
was the most brilliant moonlight, to step on to one of these
delicate structures and to fall in with it on top of some
surprised and indignant occupant. At this time sandbags
were so scarce that there were hardly enough for the repair-
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ing of the front trenches, and certainly none could be spared
for troops in the back areas. Any that were available were
used for such semi-permanent works as Divisional and
Brigade Headquarters, and the trenches occupied by Royal
Engineers and other divisional troops. Fortunately, the
undersoil was fairly rigid, so that perpendicular sides could
be dug without fear of them caving in, so long as the fine
weather lasted. Some tried to obtain shelter by under-
cutting, but this was rather a dangerous practice, because
even in fine weather the ground crumbled and it usually
resulted in a subsidence. It had been attempted in the
front line, but finally was forbidden.  Of course, any kind of
revetting was out of the question. Every air that blew
kept the dust moving over the surface of the ground, and,
automatically, the trenches caught what passed their way,
distributing it on the body, food, clothing, and all the
occupants’ possessions. Even the flies were grey with dust.
Strange insects, winged beasts, and reptiles used to fall into
these holes, but the latter very soon ceased to appear, because
there were too many of their mortal enemies, the human
animals, on the ground.

From the middle of July to the end dysentery, pyrexia,
and jaundice, in the order named, steadily wasted the ranks.
It was the older and the very young officers and other ranks
who suffered most severely. Practically everyone suffered
from dysentery in some form, and only the worst cases
were sent to hospital. ‘‘ Those who could possibly remain
on their feet had to carry on, to work and fight in spite of
their disease”” (Major Black). Brig.-Gen. Hendry had re-
turned to the 157th brigade although still sick, but the fever
only gained a firmer grip on him, and on 26th July the
doctors ordered him off the Peninsula, and very reluctantly,
and to the 147th Brigade’s regret, he had to relinquish his
command. He was succeeded on 31st July by Brig.-Gen.
H. G. Casson, who had commanded the 2nd South Wales
Borderers ever since their original landing on 2 sth April, and
the 1 §6th Brigade for a while until it was taken over by Brig.-
Gen. L. C. Koe. The total strength of the 157th Brigade
when he assumed command was 69 officers, 2476 other ranks,
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At the beginning of August the men of the Divisional Cyclist
Company were sent back to their units as a small reinforce-
ment, those of the 9th H.L.I. being sent to the 6th H.L.I.

The Turks must have known about the arrival at Mudros
of the army destined for Suvla Bay, and they probably
regarded the last two battles as the preliminaries to larger
assaults on the Achi Baba position. The Turks were
expecting the landing of fresh divisions at Cape Helles, and,
accordingly, they shelled the beaches, the roads, and the
“Rest Camps” regularly, particularly the two former.
The fire from the Asiatic guns was deadly, and casualties
among men of the administrative and non-combatant
services became numerous. Usually the whole of a road
or track could be seen by the Turks, but they seemed to
watch definite lengths, and when a gharry, with its pair of
mules and Indian driver, reached one of these areas they
would put a large H.E. shell into it. In a moment the
gharry and mules would disappear in the huge black cloud
of smoke and dust which burst up from the explosion.
Very often, when the cloud had drifted on, the driver with
his mules and gharry would reappear, still jogging along,

uite uninjured. But sometimes they did not, and many of

ese brave Indians paid the utmost price for the faithfulness
with which they stuck to their duty. -

On the 6th August the whole Peninsula quaked under a
terrific bombardment from sea and land, and Achi Baba was
covered with a dense filmy cloud, caused by the bursting
shells. In the afternoon the artillery fire died down, the
smoke drifted away, and the 29th and 42nd Divisions were
flung against the Turkish centre at Cape Helles. There
was not sufficient artillery support available to warrant an
attack on a larger front. The Turks had recently been
reinforced, the fast of Ramazan had just ended, and they
were in high spirits from the German successes in Galicia
and Poland. For three days the battle for possession of the
Vineyard swayed backwards and forwards, and before the
campaign was over that little field, which had been fought
over already, probab J had more blood poured over it than

1
any other area on Gallipoli.
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This attack was really a feint, for in those three days the
British had attacked at Anzac, made a fresh landing at
Suvla Bay, and attacked there also. Hope rose very high,
but the crest-line of Sari Bair and decisive victory were
missed by a few hundred yards, because of difficulties and
reasons which do not concern us here. The fighting
continued throughout the month, but once the advantage
of surprise had been lost, the Turks had plenty of men, and
Sir Ian Hamilton’s forces had all the old difficulties of supply
and artillery observation.

After Lt.-Gen. Hunter-Weston had been invalided home
on 22nd July the 8th Corps had been commanded suc-
cessively by Lt.-Gen. Sir F. Stopford, prior to his taking
command of the gth Corps for the Suvla Bay landing, and
by Major-Gen. Sir W. Douglas of the 42nd Division. On
8th August Lt.-Gen. Sir F. J. Davies took over the
command, holding it to the end of the campaign. He
visited the §2nd Division on 12th August.

The 4th and 7th Royal Scots became separate units again
on 12th August, the command of the former being taken
over by Col. A. Young, V.D., who had landed two days
previously. The Cameronians carried on as one battalion.

The Vineyard was a rectangle covered with low vine-
bushes, not two hundred yards in length, and about a
hundred yards in breadth, the two shorter sides each being
Eart of the British and Turkish (G.12) trench systems. The

ritish was known as St. Vincent Street. After the fiercest
fighting, this section of Turkish trench (G.12) was captured
on the gth by the 42nd Division. Three days afterwards
the Turkish masses retook G.12, and were threatening
to bomb their way down a communication trench which ran
along a ditch on the north-western side. The g2nd
Division had been ordered to take over from the 42nd
Division, and, so that they could learn about the ground,
some bombers of the 4th R.S.F. and sth K.O.S.B. were in
this trench, which at the time was being barricaded to form a
bombing station. A furious struggle ensued. Lieut.
W. F. J. Maxwell, of Cardoness, bombing officer of the
sth K.O.S.B., and others were killed, fighting most gallantly,
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and the Turks were driven back up the trench, our
men being led by Capt. J. Howard Johnston, 4th R.S.F.
Some of the enemy were driven into a cul-de-sac and
then bombed out, being picked off by machine-gun fire
as they tried to escape across the open. The trench was
hurriedly barricaded, and half of the Vineyard was secured
from the Turks.

The permanent barricade in this sap was just about
complete late in the afternoon on the 13th, and bombs were
being thrown to keep the Turks back, when Pte. D. Ross
Lauder, 4th R.S.F., who, like everyone else, had had little
practice in bombing, threw one which struck the top of the
trench and rolled back inside. Lauder at once put his foot
on it and shouted to the rest to clear, which they did. The
bomb burst a moment afterwards, blowing off the fore part
of his foot completely, and shattering the whole of his lower
leg so that he E)st it. He undoubtedly saved half-a-dozen
comrades from death or wounds, and survived to receive the
first Victoria Cross awarded to the Division.

These bombers were subsequently thanked specially by
Major-Gen. Douglas, G.0.C. 42nd Division, for their
services. The 42nd Division commenced a new trench
across the middle of the Vineyard.

13th August found the 147th Brigade in the line here,
the sth H%.,I having taken over the right, and the 6th
H.L.I. the left portion, including the British half of the
Vineyard.

The 6th H.L.I. (Col. W, H. Millar) were to join up the
trenches which ran on the flanks of the Vineyard by com-
pleting the one across it, commenced by the 42nd Duvision,
and continuing it to the south-eastward. They were to have
this hundred yards of trench completed before 2.30 a.m.
on the 16th, and then were to attack the Turkish lines on
the further side of the Vineyard, all of which were heavily
wired. In the following seventy-two hours, three companies
did sixty hours work, and one did forty-eight hours in
order to finish to time. The men were almost dropping
from fatigue and lack of sleep at the end, but they com-
pleted their task by 10.50 p.m. on the 15th. Whilst they
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were doing this, the Turks had to be kept at bay by sniping
and bombing, so that there was little or no rest at all for
anyone in the 6th H.L.I. during this period. Many of the
dead of the 42nd Division were brought in and buried.

The attack was intended to be a surprise, but its plan was
undoubtedly full of defects.

From 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. on the 14th, while the men were
digging the last section, a heavy French ‘ Demoiselle ™
trench mortar bombarded the enemy trenches, and from
then onward until the attack the Turks were left in peace,
but they were naturally on the gus vive,

The method of advance was an experiment. Under
cover of a bombardment the assaulting company was to
crawl forward in three lines at three yards interval between
the men. As it turned out, this made it difficult for the
force to retain cohesion and momentum. On the flanks
bombing parties were to attack the enemy sap-heads, which
ran out from G.12 on either side of the Vineyard.

At 2.30 a.m. the advance was commenced from the new
trench across the Vineyard, which afterwards became part
of a long one called Argyle Street. Two minutes later a
heavy artillery bombardment was opened on the enemy
trenches, coupled with supporting rifle-fire from the sth
H.L.L on the right. The Turkish artillery was ready and
quickly ref)licd, rapid fire burst out from their trenches,
and the element of surprise disappeared. The bombing
garty on the left flank got as far as the Turkish barricade,

ut the British converted jam tins failed to explode, whilst
the Turks bombed them heavily, and they had to fall back.
In the centre the attack got within ten yards of G.12, but
only a few gaps could be found in the enemy’s wire, the
already worn-out men were dazed by the explosions, and they
could advance no further against the volume of the Turkish
machine-gun and rifle-fire. The bombing party on the
right advanced up a shallow trench and got as far as F.12,
but they also found the Turks too strong and quite ready,
and had to fall back with the rest. The 6th H.L.I. lost
nine killed and twenty-nine wounded in this small affair.

The previous night the sth H.L.I. had sent out a patrol
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to investigate, with a view to their seizure, the Turkish
trenches on the northern bank of Achi Baba Nullah. At
2.31 a.m. on the 16th, as the first line of 6th H.L.I. were
crawling forward, the gth H.L.I. opened supporting fire
on their whole front. The intensity and volume of the
Turkish rifle and machine-gun fire in reply was startling,
ritpping up the British sandbags, and indicating the number
of machine-guns that the Turks had available. Several
of these disclosed themselves and were located. Like many
other trenches these might have been captured, but could
only have been held with heavy loss.

The feint attack at Cape Helles had already served its
original purpose. Turkish divisions had been retained
there. G.12 was a trench on which, if it had been cap-
tured by the British, the Turks could have poured a heavy
converging fire rendering it practically untenable. Behind
it lay other trenches, so that its capture did not mean a break
in the Turkish lines. Accordingly, no further attacks were
made on it, and the eastern half ofy the Vineyard became No
Man’s Land.

The efficient * Demoiselle ”’! trench mortars of the French,
employed on this occasion, and during the battle of the
28th June, threw an interesting sidelight on the unpre-
paredness of the British for this war. The bomb-thrower
most in use, because it could be manufactured on the spot in
Royal Naval Division workshops, was a wooden catapult with
rubber bands, which threw a bomb between forty and
fifty yards. Cast-iron spherical grenades were thrown with
this contrivance, as there was great danger of converted
jam tins catching in the sling and falling back into the
British trench. For three days from the 6th July, during
their first tour in the trenches, the Nelson Batt., Royal Naval
Division, had kindly lent the 6th H.L.I. a mortar which
threw a bomb rather larger than a cricket ball about fifty
yards. At the end of August a trench howitzer appeared,
which looked like a piece of iron drain pipe of 3-7 inches
in diameter, its muzzle resting on two long legs. The
propellent explosion was furnished by a blank rifle cartridge

1This is also spelt Dumesil and Demizel by various writers.
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fired into its breech by a fixed pistol arrangement. This
ignited the fuse of a large jam tin bomb, and threw it high
into the air, to drop a hundred yards away or more. The
elevation was arranged by digging or filling in holes for the
breech or legs. At first these were handled by reckless
amateurs, but later were manned by special trench mortar
companies. But for the rubber and the cartridges, these
weapons reminded one of the artillery of Julius Caesar, and
Edward III. of England. Despite their primitive nature,
they did wonderfully good work in keeping down the
Turkish bombing, and bore great testimony to the ingenuity
of the men who fashioned them, as well as to the bravery
of the men who used them.

That the Germans intended the Turks to keep pace
with themselves was proved by a discovery made on the
16th July. Acting on information supplied by a captured
Turkish officer who did not like German methods, the gth
H.L.I. found in a shelter in one of the trenches in Achi
Baba Nullah two cases marked * Rakaten.” They con-
tained fifteen long, slender, asphyxiating bombs, evidently
intended to be thrown by a trench mortar.

At the end of the summer the troops were issued with a
gas mask, which consisted of a flannel hood soaked in a
chemical preparation, entirely covering up the head, being
tucked under the tunic, and having celluloid eye-pieces.
They were carried in bags hung * at the ready ” on the
breast. The celluloid very often got cracked, and because
of this two were issued to each man. When worn, they
gave everyone the appearance of a mediaeval inquisitor.
Fortunately, however, the prevailing winds at Cape Helles,
in which a gas attack was possible, blew towards the
Turkish lines.

In August, Sir Jan Hamilton ordered the 29th Division
to Suvla Bay, where he was collecting every available man
for another attempt to break through the Turkish lines
and win heights which would give him domination of the
Narrows. This left three British divisions at Cape Helles,
and the 17th saw the whole of the much reduced §2nd in
the line. On the 21st August the second great attempt
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was made at Suvla. Hope ran high for a little on the 21st,
but again faded away, this time for ever.

On the 24th August news came that Italy had declared
war against Turkey. This was celebrated at night by three
cheers from the troops. The Turks thought that it meant
an attack, and opened fire with every weapon they possessed,
disclosing the positions of some machine-guns hitherto
unknown. If these guns were not afterwards destroyed by
our artillery, they were at least compelled to move to other
parts of the trenches.

Various changes took place in commands within the
Division.  Brig.-Gen. J. B. Pollok-M*Call had taken over
command of the 1§s5th Brigade from Brig.-Gen. J. F.
Erskine on 14th August. The latter was invalided home,
having remained at his post so long as he could move about.
He was a most experienced officer, whose loss was deeply
felt. Major Russell, a most capable and universally
respected officer, took command of the sth R.S.F., only
to be killed twelve days later.

Everywhere disease was making its ravages felt. Lt.-Col.
J. R. Balfour, 4th R.S.F., was invalided on the 16th of
August, and Col. W, H. Millar, 6th H.L.I., on the 28th.
These are two of the numerous changes which took place in
commanding officers during the last five months on Gallipoli.
Unfortunately, space forbids the record of them all.

The monotony of the food did a great deal to aggravate
the sickness that prevailed. Bully-beef and biscuits do not
form a good basis for the diet of human systems already
enfeebled by diarrhoea. The M‘Connochie tinned meat
and vegetable stew was appetising, but it was far too rich
for the average digestion on Gallipoli under its tropical sun.
The medical authorities recognised this, and about the end
of August bully-beef was almost entirely replaced by frozen
meat ; good bread, baked under shell-fire on the cliffs of
Cape Tekke, was issued five or six days per week; the
ration of dessicated vegetables was increased ; an issue of
rice was instituted ; cheese was reduced, and fresh milk
increased. Jam was always plentiful, but there was a
surfeit of apricot. This the men christened * parapet”
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jam, because, as they said, they were so ‘ fed-up "’ with it
that they simply threw it over the parapet. Bugler Stokes,
6th H.L.I., composed a parody at Cape Helles about this
time on The Mountains of Mourne, which must be men-
tioned here, not only because of its popularity throughout
the different units, but because of its evidence of the Jock’s
unfailing sense of dry humour, no matter what he was
enduring. One verse runs as follows :
** We don't grow potatoes, or barley or wheat,

So we're aye on the look-out for something to eat ;

We're fed up with biscuits and bully and ham,

And we're sick of the sight of yon parapet jam.

Send out steak and onions, and nice ham and eggs,

Or a fine big fat chicken with five or six legs,

And a drink of the stuff that begins with a B—

Where the old Gallipoli sweeps down to the sea.”
Friends and committees at home had already sent out the
best possible of everything they could, and these parcels
began to arrive during August. ‘This helped considerably
in solving the food problem, and all ranks will never cease to
be grategul to them for this service.

The Divisional Train, R.A.S.C., carried out its supply
and transport work without a hitch of any kind during the
whole period that the Division was at Cape Helles, despite
the shell-fire.

The relations between all ranks of the British and French
armies were of the happiest, and complete ignorance of each
other’s language apparently did not deter the men of both
armies from understanding each other completely. The
French baked very good bread and got plenty of wine, whilst
the British got plenty of jam. As a result, a surreptitious
trade flourished between the French lines, which stretched
from the village of Sedd el Bahr to Morto Bay, and the
British. The demand for French bread waned after the
advent of the British field bakeries, but the principal traffic
was, of course, for the wine, for which the rate of exchange
was one bottle to one tin of jam. Unfortunately, somebody
drank too much, and this commercial intercourse was
brought to an end by a G.R.O., which rigorously put the
French lines out of bounds.
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So weak were the forces on Gallipoli that the Division
was kept in the forward trenches at Cape Helles in the
Central Sector, that is about Krithia and Achi Baba Nullah,
for almost five weeks continuously, units taking their turn
periodically in the fire, support, and reserve lines. The
fighting strength of Sir lan Hamilton’s total force, British
and French, on Gallipoli on 23rd August was 68,000
whilst the Turkish was probably about 100,000, of whom at
least a quarter were in reserve.  In addition, the enemy had
every advantage of position. Of reserves at Cape Helles
there were extremely few, and it was a very anxious period.
Fortunately the Turks were getting short of shells, and their
infantry had little stomach for attacking British trenches
after the manner in which they had been mown down in
every previous attack. If they had once broken through
the thinly held forward lines at this time, it is difficult to see
what there was to prevent them from walking down to Cape
Helles, beyond a E:w artillerymen and details in the * Rest
Camp " at the beaches. For four days during this period
the 4th R.S. held about 120 yards of line with sixty-two
as the actual rifle strength. The men in the support line
had to carry up the water and rations, and do the pioneer
work. Men 1n the front trench had to do an hour’s
sentry duty alternated with an hour of sleep right through
the night, in addition to daily digging fatigues. This was
the rule everywhere from now onwards, and yet, whenever
wakened, it was also the rule for men to spring up willingly
without a grumble ; but they fell asleep as they lay down
again on the fire-step when relieved. The enemy were less
than 100 yards away, and had numerous well-rested reserves.
The total strength of the 4th K.O.S.B. on 13th September
was 230, which meant that there were only about 1 5o rifles
available for duty in the trenches, as it must be remembered
that, whilst the mule carts could bring the rations to a
“dump ” well up Krithia Nullah, from that point every-
thing had to be carried by men weakened with disease.
Water was carried up in camel tanks, old rum jars, or petrol
tins. A small section of the trenches was supplied from
Romano’s Well, a mile and a quarter behind the firing line.
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In this case the water had to be carried up entirely by hand,
and, despite its coolness when leaving the well, was usually
tepid, like all the other water on Gallipoli, by the time
that it had reached the front trenches. At this time some
officers, discussing the possibilities of a Turkish attack,
came to the conclusion that, whilst they knew that their men
would try their utmost to do so, they doubted if many of
them had the physical strength to push their bayonets home.
When the 155th Brigade relieved the 157th Brigade on
3rd October, the latter had been fifty-two days in the
trenches, having been continually on working parties in
addition to the usual trench duties. The only exception
was that the 6th H.L.I. were once in the ““ Rest Camp ”
for four days.

Occasionally some of the units were as far back as the
Eski Lines, less than 1300 yards from the Turkish trenches.
The Turks sprayed these trenches every night with a random
dropping fire from machine-guns and rifles, so that the
ground was littered with spent bullets, and their high
angle of descent often landed them on the bottom of the
trench. Casualties were remarkably few considering the
steadiness of this fire, but nevertheless it took its toll.

The work of repairing and improving the trenches,
letting in iron loop-hole plates for snipers, and putting out
wire went on apace. The former especially was unsavoury
work, because of the number of dead buried in the parapets,
floors of trenches and elsewhere. A curious find was made
by a party of the 6th H.L.I. when working on an old Turkish
trench. It was a store of twenty-four British rifles with a
quantity of ammunition, evidently the dump of some
industrious Turks, who had collected them after the June
fighting for the purpose of getting the reward offered by
their Government for every British rifle brought in. Much
salvage work was done by our own patrols and working
parties, and many rifles, besides ammunition and equipment,
were recovered. Towards the end of September, despite
the heat and unfitness of everybody, the labour which some
units had to do demanded almost fourteen hours of duty
in the twenty-four ; whilst at the same time the officers left
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were so few that in one case, at least, the adjutant had to
carry on his ordinary duties in the day-time, and then take
a relief in the fire trenches at night. Urgent as this work
was, it had to be cut down or units would have disappeared
out of sheer physical exhaustion.

All this while the Turks added to their defences until
they had a tremendous net-work of trenches on the face of
Achi Baba. They also put out wire, and when our wiring
parties were at work, at times they could hear the Turks
busily driving their stakes, as if they knew that we could
not fire on them because of our own men being out.

~On the nights of gth and 11th September the 6th
(Lt.-Col. J. Anderson) and gth (Col. F. Morrison) H.L.I.,
respectively, dug two new bombing saps nearer the Turkish
lines, to keep pressure on the enemy. 2nd Lieut. F. B.
Davidson, 6th H.L.I.,, was mortally wounded in the first
case; he had only been on the Peninsula nineteen days.

Patrols were sent out regularly to listen, explore, and
sometimes throw bombs into Turkish trenches, but th
never met any Turkish patrols. Two men of the 7th
Cameronians went out on patrol one night, when there was
a good deal of rifle and machine-gun fire and shelling, and a
moan coming from No Man’s Land was afterwards heard
in the trenches.  C.S.M. Donald Hunter (8th Cameronians)
dashed out and with one of the men, Pte. J. Stewart,
managed with great gallantry to carry in the other who was
mortally wounded.

Occasionally Turks would creep over to the Division’s
lines and surrender. Very often they complained bitterly
of the treatment which they and even their officers received
at the hands of their German taskmasters. They were well
set up men and well clad. Those that gave themselves
up in the winter time were almost better clad than our own
men, but for their footwear, which was often poor. Many
a British corpse was relieved of its boots by a footsore
Turkish soldier.

The offensive on both sides consisted of sniping, bombing,
and the shelling of different parts of the line. It was a
general rule throughout the Division that enemy snipers
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must be kept down at all costs. There was a continual
dribble of casualties for this reason, but the Division’s
snipers invariably got the upper hand. During their
tour in the newly captured trenches just after the 12th
July, the sth H.L.I. noticed a well about four hundred yards
off, round which, until the Turks realised their danger,
occasional parties of them could be easily spotted. One
sniper had seven observed hits to his credit, and another five
in the same day. Periscope rifles were issued in the first
few days of September, and reduced considerably the risks
taken by our snipers.

About the middle of September the Turks commenced
to fire a trench mortar bomb, which consisted of a long
cylinder, sometimes of brass and sometimes of iron,
serrated so that it would break up, and usually filled with
half-inch diameter shrapnel bullets, nails, and pieces of old
iron. It had a stick about four feet long attached, appar-
ently to correct its flight, and because of this was called a
“ Broom-Stick Bomb.” It made a tremendous noise but
did little damage, and the broom-sticks were thankfully
received by the machine-gunners and snipers for the con-
struction of overhead cover. One dropped on a bomb
store of the sth K.O.S.B. on 24th September, but, whilst
it damaged some of them, eighty-seven of the bombs were
uninjured. Some of these broom-stick bombs were filled
with an incendiary composition, apparently a mixture of
bees-wax, sulphur, and saltpetre. They burnt with a great
smoke and occasionally destroyed some equipment and
stores, but as a form of * frightfulness ” were almost a
complete failure; although, of course, the possibility of
having one lobbed on to one while asleep was not conducive
to rest.

Enemy aeroplanes came over fairly often, and dropped
their bombs on the back areas and what they thought were
battery positions. The nearest base for our own aeroplanes
was on Imbros, so that an enemy aviator was usually sure of
being able to drop his bombs without interruption. = Of anti-
aircraft guns we had none, and the wisest course for our
artillery was to lie low and not disclose their positions,
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particularly as they were rationed and only allowed to fire
a few shells daily without special permission.

Duels with hand-grenades between our own bombers
and the Turkish were of daily occurrence. Some very grim
situations arose, and, although men would not allow their
minds to dwell on them at the time, they must have left
their mark. On one occasion a heap of the bodies which
had been lying out in No Man’s Land near East Krithia
Nullah, probably since the beginning of June, and so were
completely dried up, caught fire from a bomb explosion.
Lest the blaze should attract the Turkish shell-fire, some
Argylls who were in the line crept out and threw earth on
the fire until it was out. There were many acts of bravery
and presence of mind in the daily trench fighting, for
instance, on 7th October in a bomb station held at the time
by the sth R.S.F. A thrower had lit the fuse of a bomb
and was about to throw it, when he was hit by a splinter
from a bullet, and fell back stunned, but still retained the
lighted bomb in his hand. At once, Pte. T. Buchanan
jumped forward, seized the bomb out of the wounded man’s
hand, and hurled it into the Turkish trench opposite, where
it immediately exploded. His presence of mind saved the
other men in the trench, and he was awarded the D.C.M.

One would almost have expected that this detached life
in scattered burrows in the earth would have withered the
regimental esprit de corps, but the spirit of all ranks rose
superior to separation and depression, and this spirit
was passed on to the few reinforcements of new men that
arrived.

During September some drafts arrived, all small with one
exception. On the 3rd the 7th R.S. received a draft of
thirteen officers, and 440 other ranks, an accession of
strength which made a distinct difference in the appearance
of the whole 156th Brigade at that time. They, with a
previous small draft of officers, included all the fit survivors
of the Gretna disaster.

One of the thirteen officers, 2nd Lieut. D. Brown
(8th H.L.I. attached 7th R.S.) only lasted a week in the line
before he was invalided, to die on board a hospital ship. All

T.L.D, K
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services suffered. Capt. G. C. Bell, RAM.C,, was
evacuated sick after very short service with the 7th R.S,,
dying afterwards in a hospital at Alexandria. These are
only two examples to show how rapidly the conditions on
Gallipoli told on some men.

The totals of sick and wounded of the Lowland Division
in hospital, and remaining on its strength as part of the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, were as follows for
various dates in September and October, 191§ :

WEEK ENDED. Orricers. OrHER RaANnks. ToraL.
September 6 - - - 66 1493 1559
”» 13 - ° ° 75 1574 1649

” 20 - - - 83 1799 1882

” 26 - - - 82 2037 2119
October 2 - - - 93 2203 2386
» 9 - - - 86 2459 2545

” 17 - - - 103 2762 2865

” 24 - - - 112 3020 3132

”» 3;T- - - 105 3108 3213

All who were sent home to the British Isles were struck off
the strength of the Division, and accordingly were excluded
from the above figures. It must be remembered that there
were many in the trenches who ought to have been in
hospital, had there been reinforcements to replace them.
At this time, while the ranks of the New Army were kept
filled with recruits, the Territorial Force was starved, and
it was only with difficulty that-small drafts were raised and
sent out. The figures quoted above would have increased
enormously, in fact the army would have disappeared from
estilence, had it not been for the wonderful results of
inocula