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PREFACE.

Y researches (which began several years ago) regarding * The Brave
Sons of Skye,” having now come to a close, it only remains for
me to offer, once more, my warmest thanks to those ladies and
gentlemen who have so cordially helped me in my work, and without
whose enthusiastic assistance this book would never have seen daylight.
Much of the military history of the Island of Skye has undoubtedly been
lost for ever; but, while we deplore this loss, we have reason to be proud
of the noble heritage of valorous deeds—some of which are still unique
in the annals of war—that has come down to us from the ‘ brave and
the true ” of our kith and kin. Let this fact be remembered for ever,
to the credit of the people of Skye, that, in the many official records
(and they lie not, neither do they screen the worthless) which were
searched in the course of this inquiry, only three cases of alleged mis-
conduct against Skyemen came to light, and that, after due investigation,
all the three charges broke down, and the individuals concerned were
“ honourably acquitted.”

To the following ladies I feel under a deep obligation for the kind
help and encouragement which they have given to me, viz.: The Lady
MacDonald of the Isles; The Honourable Mrs. Abdy, London; Lady
MacLeod, Glasgow; Miss MacKinnon (of Kyle), Edinburgh; the -late
Mrs. MacLeod-Clerk of Kilmallie; Mrs. Ann MacDonald, late of Eigg,
now of Glasgow; Miss F. Tolmie, Oban; Miss Maggie M. Elder, late
of Knock, Sleat; Miss Scobie, Keoldale, Sutherlandshire; Miss Cameron,
of Dunvegan House, Dunedin, New Zealand ; Mrs. Watson, Alness, Ross-
shire; and Mrs. MacKenzie,* of Park House, Inverness, widow of ¢ the

* Mrs. MacKenzie, in giving me permission to make quotations from her late husband’s
most valuable works, said, in the handsomest manner: ¢ shall be pleased for you to make
“ any extracts you like from my late husband’s works, providing you acknowledge them
¢ either in the preface or in the footnotes.”
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Clan Historian "—a man whose name will be revered by Highlanders in
all future ages.

My grateful acknowledgments are also due to the gentlemen now named
for the valuable aid which they have afforded to me, viz. :—MacLeod of
MacLeod ; General E. F. Chapman, C.B., commanding the North British
District ; General Lyttelton-Annesley, of Templemere, Weybridge ; Admiral
Norman MacLeod, of the Dutch Royal Navy; Liecutenant-General Sir
R. C. Stewart, K.C.B., of the Indian Army ; the late Lieutenant-General
Sir Henry Lynedoch-Gardiner, K.C.V.O. ; the late Surgeon-General W.
C. MacLean, C.B., Southampton; Colonel Lionel D. MacKinnon, Tovil
Court, Maidstone ; Colonel Walter Henry MacKinnon, Grenadier Guards,
Assistant-Adjutant-General, Horse Guards, London; Colonel Cunliffe
Martin, C.B., Cheltenham; Colonel Hannay, Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders ; Colonel Burnley-Campbell of Ormidale, Argylishire ; Colonel
E. P. Campbell, younger, of South Hall, Argyllshire ; Major John MacRae-
Gilstrap of Ballimore, Argyllshire ; Major Lewis MacFarlane, Lochgoilhead,
Argyllshire ; Captain W. M. Campbell of Glendaruel, The Black Watch;
Captain Stewart of Ensay ; Captain Norman MacLeod of Dalvey ; Captain
George B. MacQueen of Dundas Castle, Queensferry; Major John
Wolrige-Gordon, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders; Captain Malcolm
MacDonald of Tormore, Sleat; Lieutenant John MacLeod, late of the
4th King’s Own Royals; Lieutenant John MacCaskill, The Queen’s Own
Corps of Guides; Lieutenant Bernard Fletcher of Dunans, Argyllshire ;
The Reverend John Walker-Macintyre, Kilmodan, Argyllshire; The
Reverend Roderick Charles MacLeod of MacLeod, Mitford Vicarage,
Morpeth; The Reverend Donald D. MacKinnon, Speldhurst Rectory,
Tunbridge Wells; The Reverend D. J. MacDonald of Killean and
Kilchenzie, Argyllshire; The Reverend W. H. MacLeod, Minister of
Buchanan; The Reverend Alexander Cameron, Minister of Sleat, Skye ;
Dr. Alexander Morrison, Larkhall ; Mr. Alexander MacDonald of Balranald ;
Mr. Cameron, Banker, Stranraer (brother of the late talented Historian
of Skye) ; Mr. John Mackay, Editor of ‘ The Celtic Monthly ;" Mr. Miles
MaclInnes, ex-M.P. for Hexham ; Mr. Norman D. MacDonald, Advocate,
Edinburgh; the late Mr. Roderick MacLeod, Merchant, Edinburgh;
Mr. Samuel Nicolson, Secretary, Glasgow Skye Association; my relative,
Mr. Norman MacLeod, Bookseller, Edinburgh; my brother-in-law,
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Mr. James Brown, Greenock; and my cousin, Mr. John MacKinnon,
Cruard, Isleornsay, Skye.

And I wish with particular gratitude to mention the names of those
ladies and gentlemen who have been most closely associated with me in
my task, and whose unwearied exertions in helping me during my
inquiries have been beyond all praise. Lady MacLeod, late of Wardie,
Edinburgh, now of London; Miss Susan M. Martin, of Glendale, Skye ;
Miss Janet MacAlister, of Portobello; Miss Flora D. MacKinnon, of
Duisdale House, Sleat; and Mrs. D. Gordon (daughter of Major-General
Coll MacLeod), have in the kindest manner given to me most useful
information about, and several portraits of, their distinguished relatives
respectively—the MacDonalds of Scalpay, the MacAlisters of Skye, the
MacKinnons of Strath, the MacLeods of Arnisdale, and others. The late
Surgeon-General Sir W. A. MacKinnon, K.C.B., was able (owing to his
eminent official position) to expedite materially my researches at the
War Office, the India Office, and the Public Records Office. Dr.
Keith Norman MacDonald * of Ord; Mr. A. R. MacDonald, younger, of
Waternish; Colonel Alexander MacDonald of Portree; Colonel D. W.
MacKinnon, Edinburgh; Captain R. M. Livingstone MacDonald of Flodi-
garry; and Mr. Alexander R. Forbes, of the General Register House,
Edinburgh, have rendered most important service to this work by their
indefatigable zeal and enthusiasm, as well as by their accurate and extensive
knowledge of Highland history, especially that of the people of Skye.

To my second cousin, Mr. James Kennedy, Greenock (an accomplished
German and Dutch scholar), for his accurate translation from Dutch into
English of the military records of the Netherlands branch of the Gesto
Macl.eods, I feel much indebted, as I do also to Sergeant-Instructor
William MacPhail, of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, for the
perfectly satisfactory manner in which he has photographed for me many
of the miniature portraits and other likenesses of ¢ The Brave Sons of
Skye.”

The officials at the War Office, the India Office, and at the depdts of
various regiments of the British Army, have, with uniform kindness and
courtesy, furnished to me many valuable extracts from public records;

* The author of ¢ The Gesto Collection of Highland Music " : the best of the kind ever
published.
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and to all those gentlemen I now beg, publicly, to tender my heartiest
thanks. :

It may be mentioned, in conclusion, that a special effort was made
to gather information regarding the military careers of the many non-
commissioned officers and private soldiers whom ¢ Eilean a Cheo” has
produced, and the war medals which they had gained. With this object
in view, a printed circular was sent (as a last resource) to each of the
48 school districts into which the island is divided, but the result was
somewhat disappointing. As has been already stated, many of the records
have been lost, and most of the medals seem to have disappeared with
the gallant men who wore them.

It may not be inappropriate if, at this stage, some reference is made
to, and reliable information given about, a subject which has occupied a
good share of public attention in Scotland—especially in the Highlands—
for some time past, viz., ‘‘ Recruiting, and the Advantages of the Army
at the present day.”

Recruits for infantry of the line may now enlist for three years’ service
with the colours and nine years’ service in the reserve; or, if they prefer
it, for seven years in the one and five years in the other; but the period
of colour service can be extended to the regulation limit at any time.
The rates of pay are the same as those which have hitherto been in force,
but efficient soldiers who are nineteen years of age or upwards, receive
additional pay of threepence a day, which may be increased further by
good-conduct pay of from one penny to fourpence a day, as well as
extra duty pay, varying from threepence to two shillings a day.

The ordinary daily pay of private soldiers varies from one shilling to
one shilling and ninepence, and of non-commissioned officers from one
shilling and threepence to six shillings, according to rank and branch of
the service. A private soldier receives without payment a daily ration
of three-quarters of a pound of good meat and one pound of bread.
Vegetables and groceries are provided for by a stoppage from his pay of
threepence or threepence-halfpenny a day. On active service a fuller
ration, including vegetables and groceries, is issued free. After deducting
all stoppages, however, a well-conducted soldier has, at his own disposal,
about five shillings a week. Gratuities varying from £2 to £12, according
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to length of service, are paid to men passing from the colours to the
reserve. Soldiers serving in the reserve are paid fourpence or sixpence
a day according to the class in which they are placed.

If a soldier stays in the army for twenty-one years, and serves for at
least three years as a non-commissioned officer, he earns a pension for life
varying from f£22 to ‘£50, according to his rank and service as a non-
commissioned officer. If he becomes a warrant officer he can earn a
pension of £8o a year.

A soldier may, if he qualifies himself for it, rise to be a commissioned
officer. There are at the present time in the army over seven hundred
officers who enlisted as private soldiers.

With the view of affording Government employment to deserving
soldiers, the Postmaster-General has decided that certain vacancies among
provincial letter carriers, and the auxiliary postmen in London, are in
future to be offered to discharged soldiers and Army Reserve men.
Work is also provided for many old soldiers in the Royal Arsenal, the
Royal Army Clothing Department, the Army Ordnance Department, the
Customs, and other Government Departments, as well as in the Police
forces, Railway Companies, Corps of Commissionaires, and otherwise
through agencies established for the purpose at the headquarters of all
regimental districts, and by means of the National Association for the
Employment of Reserve and Discharged Soldiers whose chief office is in
London, but of which numerous branch offices have been established in
other large towns.

Schools.

Schools for the education of non-commissioned officers and men are
established in nearly all military stations, with a view to enable men who
are desirous of promotion to obtain the qualifying certificate of education.
The schools are under the control of the generals commanding districts,
and are managed and conducted by experienced schoolmasters. There
are no charges for tuition, and books and all the necessary materials
are supplied free. During the daytime the schools are used for the
education — free — of soldiers’ children and the children of pensioners
in the employment of the Crown.
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Regimental Institutes.

In every unit there is a Regimental Institute, formed for the exclusive
benefit and convenience of the troops, and with the following objects :—
To supply them with good articles at reasonable prices, without in
any way interfering with their right to resort to any other shops or
markets, and to organize and maintain the means available for their
recreation and amusement.

The Regimental Institute is divided into two branches :—

(1.) Refreshment department, which includes the canteen, grocery
shop, and coffee room.

(2.) Recreation department, which embraces the library, recreatlon-
room, skittle alley, shooting gallery, cricket, football, sports,
theatricals, &c., &c.

Libraries.
Libraries are established in all military stations. Their object is to
afford to the troops the means, within the barracks, of employing their

leisure hours usefully.
The books embrace every subject, including light literature, sciences,

lariguages, travels, adventures, &c., &c.

Recreation Rooms.

Recreation rooms are established with the same object as libraries.

When the construction of barracks affords it, there are two rooms.
One is used as a recreation room, the other as a room for games.
Usually in the latter a coffee bar is placed, where the soldier can obtain
refreshments of almost every description, at nearly the cost price of

the articles.
Wiriting materials are also supplied and every facility given to the men
to spend their leisure moments in a profitable manner. The rooms are

well furnished, lighted, warmed, and supplied with every necessary.

Joun MacINNEs.
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The Brave Sons of Skye.

* Truly its inhabitants are a wondrous people.”
An article on Skye in * The Inverness Journal.”

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

TERRITORIALLY considered the Isle of Skye does not occupy a high place among
the islands of the world, occupying only some 700 square miles of the earth’s surface,
yet wherever the Gaelic language is spoken and Skye mentioned it is almost invariably
referred to as “the Island” (“ An t.-Eilean ") par excellence. .

Tradition tells us of the heroine, Princess Sgathach, who dwelt at Dun-Sgathaich

in Sleat (so named after herself), where she presided over the most notable military
college of that dim and distant time. Skilful of thrust, cunning of fence, and matchless
in the use of the “ gath-bolg ” were the pupils of the royal school of Dun-Sgathaich ;
but first and foremost among them all was the mighty chief of Skye, Cuchullin, who
led a party of his countrymen against the Romans.
- Be the many marvellous tales regarding Skye’s heroes and heroines of prehistoric
times true or not, a spirit of warlike enterprise has existed in the island from the
earliest period of which we have any authentic record, and has been fostered by passing
events (involving the strife of arms) century after century up to the present day. But
it is with the share that ¢ the Brave Sons of Skye " took in Britain’s great wars in
foreign lands that this work more particularly deals.

William Pitt (afterwards Earl of Chatham), addressing the House of Commons,
said : “I have sought for merit wherever it could be found. It is my boast that I
“ was the first Minister who looked for it, and found it in the mountains of the north.
I called it forth, and drew into your service a hardy and intrepid race of men ; men
who, when left by your jealousy, became a prey to the artifices of your enemies,
and had gone nigh to have overturned the State in the war before last. These men
in the last war were brought to combat on your side ; they served with fidelity,
as they fought with valour in every quarter of the globe.”

“The Island of Mist” made a noble response to the patriotic appeal of the great
Minister. We have it on the authority of a former Adjutant-General of the Forces

o
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¢

! Manuscript received from the late Mrs. MacLeod-Clerk of Kilmallie, daughter of the Reverend
Dr. Norman MacLeod, Caraide Nan Gaidheal.
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2 THE BRAVE SONS OF SKYE.

that, in the 40 years preceding 1837, Skye had furnished for the public service 21
Lieutenant-Generals and Major-Generals, 45 Lieutenant-Colonels, 600 Majors, Captains,
and subalterns, 10,000 private soldiers, 120 pipers, four Governors of British Colonies, one
Governor-General of India, and one Adjutant-General of the British army. It has also
been stated on the same testimony that 1,600 Skyemen fought in the British ranks
at the battle of Waterloo.

“They have had representatives in every Peninsular and Indian battlefield. Of
the miniatures kept in every family more than one half are soldiers, and several have
attained to no mean rank. . . . And in other services the Islesman has drawn
his sword. Marshal MacDonald had Hebridian blood in his veins. . . . The
tartans waved through the smoke of every British battle, and there were no such
desperate bayonet charges as those which rushed to the yell of the bag-pipe. At
the close of the last and the beginning of the present century half the farms in Skye
were rented by half-pay officers. The Army List was to the island what the Post
Office Directory is to London.”

—_——

1 Alexander Smith's '* A Summer in Skye."”
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* Clann Domhnuill a chruadail
¢ Choisinn buaidh anns na bldraibh.”

* Clann Domhnuill tha mi 'g riite,
*'N sir chinneadh urramach,
'S tric a fhuair 'sna bliraibh,
 Air ndmhaid buaidh iomanach,
¢ Iad feara tapuidh dana
¢ Cho lan do nimh ghuineadeach,
¢ Ri nathraichean an t-sleibhe,
¢ Le 'n geur-lannaibh fulangach.”
Alasdair Mac Mhaighstir Alasdair.

HucH MACDONALD, L. of Sleat (after whom the MacDonalds of Sleat are called
“Clann Uisdean "), was a brother of John, last Lord of the Isles, and ancestor of the
present Lord MacDonald. In 1460 this Hugh, accompanied by William MacLeod
of Harris and “ the young gentlemen of the Isles,” made a raid into the Orkney Islands
(after the fashion of those times) and ravaged the country, returning home with their
galleys loaded with spoil, but not without a fierce fight for it, in which the Orcadians
were totally routed and their Earl was killed.

Donald Gruamach, 1V. of Sleat's (Domhnull Gruamach MacDhomhnuill
Ghallaich) reign was a turbulent one. “ During the life of this chief the usual feuds
“ and slaughters continued rampant in the Isles, but they did not extend to the rest
“ of the kingdom.”*

Next to MacDonald of Islay (who appears to have been at that time the
acknowledged head of the whole clan), Donald Gruamach was the most prominent
chieftain of his race in his own day, and as such took a leading part in the warlike
proceedings of the Clan Donald. Donald the Grim despised the peaceful art of the
clerk. In his day the sword was more powerful than the pen; and when, along with
certain other chiefs, “ Donald Ilis of Slate ” signed a bond of offence and defence (at
Inverness, on the 3oth of April, 1527) it was with his “ hand at the pen, guided by
Sir William Munro, Notary Public.”*

According to Mr. Fraser Mackintosh, it is from this Donald Gruamach Lord
MacDonald has derived the Gaelic patronymic of “ MacDhomhnuill na 'n Eilean.”?

Donald Gruamach died in 1534.

! Mackenzie's ** History of the MacDonalds.” * Invernessiana.
A 2
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Donald Gorm MacDonald, V. of Sleat, son of Donald Gruamach, IV, of Sleat,
¢ claimed for his family and in his own person the ancient honours of his ancestors,
“ the Lordship of the Isles and the Earldom of Ross.”

Donald Gorm, having married the heiress of the Siol Torquil MacLeods, led that
warlike clan as well as his own immediate followers into Troternish, which had been
seized by the MacLeods of Dunvegan, and which he laid waste. It was after this
raid that the chiefs of Sleat left Dunsgathaich and took up their abode in the Castle
of Duntulm.

For opposing his claim to the Lordship of the Isles and the Earldom of Ross,
Donald Gorm next resolved to be revenged upon Mackenzie of Kintail, whose lands
of Kinlochewe were accordingly ravaged, and whose Castle of Eileandonan was besieged
by the Islesmen.! ¢ Exposing himself rashly under the walls of the castle, the chief
“ of Sleat received a wound in the foot from an arrow shot by the constable, which
“ proved fatal ; for, not observing that the arrow was barbed, the enraged chief pulled
it hastily out of the wound, by which an artery was'severed, and the medical skill
of his followers could devise no means of checking the effusion of blood which
“ necessarily followed.” Thus perished, in 1539, the, first Donald Gorm, at a spot
on an islet near Eileandonan Castle, which is still known as “ Larach Tigh Mhic
Dhomhnuill.”

“

“

Donald Gormson MacDonald, VI. of Sleat, “ was a minor of tender years when
his father died.”*

A notable event in the history of the Western Isles at this time was the visit of
King James V. (with an armed expedition), which took place in 1540, in order to
overawe the turbulent inhabitants of those regions. It was then, and in honour of the
Royal advent, that the capital of Skye exchanged its ancient name (Loch Choluim
Chille—Saint Columba’s Loch) for the more modern one which it now bears—Portree
—Port an Righ—the King’s Port.

It may be mentioned, in passing, that the Royal visitor greatly admired the
stronghold of Duntulm, which had then, as we have already seen, become the
principal residence of the MacDonalds of Sleat.

The King proceeded on his voyage, receiving as he went along the homage of
the Western chiefs, who, however, soon found themselves prisoners and not guests
on board His Majesty’s ships. And, as if to add bitterness to their captivity, the
fleet was sent with them (to bring them to Edinburgh) round the north of Scotland,
passing their own territories, while the King himself landed at Dumbarton and went
by the shorter route to the capital.

These harsh measures on the part of the King bore the fruit of rebellion
by-and-by.

In 1543 Donald Dubh of Islay, who had been for nearly forty years in captivity,
managed to escape; and, not long after that event, the other island chiefs were

1 Mackenzie's ** History of the MacDonalds."
2 Mackenzie's ** History of the MacDonalds,” and Cameron’s ** History and Traditions of the Isle of Skye."
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set at liberty—a well-meant but ill-timed act of clemency. ¢ Almost immediately
“ after this liberation Donald Dubh assembled an army of 1,800 men, invaded Argyll’s
“ territories, slew many of his followers, and carried away a large number of his
“ cattle with a great quantity of other plunder.”

In the summer of the following year the Earls of Huntly and Argyll were
ordered to proceed, by land and by sea, “ to the utter extermination of the Clanranald,
“ Donald Gormson (the heir of Sleat), and of MacLeod of Lewis, and their associates
“ who had failed to present hostages for their good conduct.”? “It is a far cry to
Lochowe,” but still farther to Loch Coiruisk ; and it is not surprising to learn that their
Lordships ¢ met with little success.”

The MacDonalds of Sleat supported the MacLeods of Lewis in their desperate
struggles with the MacKenzies of Kintail. At length the feud was terminated by an
agreement made, in 1569, by the chiefs of Sleat and Kintail.!

Donald Gormson died in 1585.

Donald Gorm Mor MacDonald, VII. of Sleat, eldest son of Donald Gormson,
“ jmmediately on his accession became involved in serious disputes with his neighbours,
“ the MacLeans, through the treachery of his nephew, Uisdean MacGhilleaspuig
¢ Chléirich. Donald Gorm went with his retinue, in 1585, to pay a complimentary
“ visit to his relative Angus MacDonald of Dunyvaig, in Islay, and was forced, by
“ stress of weather, to take shelter in the island of Jura, on a part of it belonging
“ then to MacLean of Duart. At the same time Uisdean MacGhilleaspuig Chleirich
“ and a son of Donald Herrach were also driven into a neighbouring creek for shelter,
“ and thzy by night carried off a number of cattle from MacLean’s lands, and took
“ to sea in the expectation that Donald Gorm and his party would be blamed by
“ the MacLeans for the robbery.” And that was exactly what took place. The
MacLeans naturally supposed that the “creach” had been raised by the strangers
whom they found on the ground. On the following night accordingly they (with
superior numbers) attacked the unsuspecting MacDonalds, sixty of whom were killed,
their chief escaping the same fate because he happened that night to sleep on board
his galley.

The heather was now fairly on fire. The Clan Donald and their allies were roused
to fury at what they believed to have been an act of unprovoked treachery as well as a
gross breach of Highland hospitality on the part of the MacLeans. ¢ Violent measures
“ of retaliation were immediately resorted to. . . . . . The feud was canied on
“ in true Highland fashion, and ended in Donald Gorm and others being taken prisoners
“ by the MacLeans.” The Government now interfered, the prisoners were released,
and peace was for the time being restored.!

Not many years afterwards (in 1601) a violent feud began between the two great
clans of Skye—the MacDonalds of Sleat and the MacLeods of Dunvegan— which, after
“ much bloodshed and various desolating inroads,” culminated in “ the Desperate Battle ”
(“Am Blar Fuathasach”)—better known as the battle of Ben Coolin—in which

-

! Mackenzie's * History of the MacDonalds."
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both clans fought, of course, with the greatest bravery, and in which the MacLeods
were overthrown. “The Privy Council now interfered to prevent further mischief,

“ and ever afterwards these clans refrained from open hostility, and submitted their
“ disputes to the decision of the laws."!

Donald Gorm Mor died in December, 1616, and was succeeded by his nephew, Sir
Donald MacDonald, eighth Baron and first Baronet of Sleat, who died in October,
1643, and whose eldest son and successor was Sir James MacDonald,* ninth Baron, and
second Baronet of Sleat, joined the Marquis of Montrose in 1645, and many of the Skye
chief’s followers fought in the Royal cause at the battle of Inverlochy of that year
(which was so disastrous to the Clan Campbell, 1,500 of whom were ‘killed there), and
at the battle of Worcester, in 1651, where the Royalists were defeated and hundreds
of Skyemen fell.

After the defeat of the King's forces at Worcester, Sir James retired to Skye,

“ where he lived with great circumspection.”' He died on the 8th of December, 1678,
and was succeeded by his eldest son,

Sir Donald MacDonald, tenth Baron and third Baronet, who took up arms under
Viscount Dundee, in 1689 ; but, having been taken seriously ill in Lochaber, was
obliged to return home. Sir Donald died on the s5th of February, 1695, and his
successor was his eldest son, Donald of the Wars—Domhnull a Chogaidh (so called
from the part which he took in the Jacobite risings of 1689 and 1715).

Sir Donald MacDonald, eleventh Baron and fourth Baronet.

Sir Donald fought with great bravery at the head of his clan in the battle of
Killiecrankie, on the 27th of July, 1689, where, in addition to many of his clansmen, there
fell five of his cousins-german (including Alexander MacDonald of Kingsburgh and
James MacDonald of Capisdale) ; but he himself escaped and returned to the Isles with
the survivors of his followers.!

Sir Donald was one of the Highland chiefs who supported the Earl of Mar in the
'Fifteen, and, along with the Earl of Seaforth and some other Jacobite chiefs, at the
head of 3,000 men, attacked and defeated a large Government force at Alness in
Ross-shire. Domhnull a Chogaidh afterwards joined the Earl of Mar at Perth. Then
followed the battle of Sheriffmuir, which took place on Sunday, the 13th of November,
1715, and was the last fight in which the MacDonalds of Sleat, as a clan, took part.

In the hottest part of the contest the Clan Donald exhibited the ancient valour of
the race. “ The clans, led on by Sir Donald MacDonald’s two brothers (James and
« William), Glengarry, Captain of Clanranald, Sir John MacLean, Campbell of
« Glenlyon, and others, made a most furious attack ; so that, in seven or eight

1 Mackenzie’s ** History of the MacDonalds."

z The avenger of the Keppoch murders, Archibald MacDonald (Gilleaspuig Ruadh MacDhomhnuill, *“ an
Ciaran Mabach '), the accomplished scholar, poet, and soldier, was a brother of this Sir James.
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“ minutes, we could neither perceive the form of a squadron nor battalion of the
“ enemy before us. We drove the main body and left of the enemy in this manner
“ for half a mile, killing and taking prisoners all that we could overtake.” Thus spoke
an eye-witness of the battle of Sheriffmuir.

The battle of Sheriffmuir (although only a drawn one) put an end to the campaign
of 1715. The clans were willing enough to continue the contest, but the Earl of Mar
was irresolute and still more so was his Master the Chevalier. “Sir Donald, seeing
¢ this, left them, and returned with his followers (numbering about a thousand
“ able-bodied warriors) to the Isle of Skye, where he continued for some time at their
“ head. Ultimately he allowed them to disperse ; and, for his share in the rising, was
“ attainted by Act of Parliament, and his estates were forfeited to the Crown.”!

Donald of the Wars died in 1718, and was succeeded by his only son,

Sir Donald MacDonald, twelfth Baron and fifth Baronet, who, however, owing to
the forfeiture, never possessed the estates. This chief (said to have been the last of his
family, who was born in the ancient Castle of Duntulm) died, unmarried, in 1720, and
the succession passed to his uncle, James MacDonald of Oronsay.!

The MacDonalds of Sleat took no part, as a clan, in the rising of 1745. The only
gentlemen of note among Sir Alexander MacDonald's followers who openly espoused
the cause of the Young Chevalier were Captain Donald Roy MacDonald of Knockow
in Skye, and James MacDonald of Heiskeir in North Uist. Captain Roy MacDonald,
at the outset, joined the MacDonalds of Keppoch, but, after the battle of Falkirk, was
appointed a Captain in Clanranald’s regiment, in which he gallantly fought at Culloden,
where he was wounded in the foot, and “ having travelled home to Skye hastily in this
“ state, his wound took a long time to heal.” Having made a sham surrender of his
arms (inferior weapons which he had purchased for the purpose!), he was allowed
considerable freedom of action of which he made good use in helping the Royal
fugitive to escape from his enemies.

Captain Francis MacDonald, of the Royal Navy, son of Sir Archibald MacDonald,
Baronet (the eminent English judge), died in the West Indies on the zoth of June, 1804,
in the twentieth year of his age.

Captain Sir Archibald Keppel MacDonald, Baronet, of East Sheen, Surrey, grandson
of the first Baronet of the same name and branch, served in the Scots Fusilier Guards
(now the Scots Guards), from which he retired in 1849. He acted for a time as Equerry
to His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex.

The 76th Regiment of (Highland) Foot or MacDonald's Highlanders.

Sir Alexander MacDonald, sixteenth . Baron, ninth Baronet, and first Lord
MacDonald of Sleat, was appointed an Ensign in the Coldstream Guards in May, 1761.
In December, 1777, letters of service were granted to his Lordship, empowering him to

! Mackenzie's '* History of the MacDonalds."
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raise a regiment in the Highlands, of which he was offered the command. This honour,
however, he declined, but on his recommendation it was conferred upon Major John
MacDonell, of Lochgarry. A fine body of men, numbering 1,086, was soon embodied
as the 76th Regiment of (Highland) Foot or MacDonald’s Highlanders.!

The 76th remained for twelve months in Fort George, undergoing training by
Major Donaldson, an officer who was admirably qualified to command a body of
young Highlanders, being a native of the Highlands himself, and having served for
nineteen years as captain and adjutant in the 42nd Regiment.

In March, 1779, the corps was removed to Perth, where they were reviewed on
the 1oth of that month by General Skene. Being complete in number, and in a high
state of discipline, they were marched to Burntisland, whence they embarked for New
York, under the command of Major Lord Berriedale, and arrived at their destination in
the month of August.?

On the arrival of the regiment in America the flank companies were attached to
the battalion of that description. The rest of the corps remained between New York
and Staten Island till February, 1781, when they embarked with a detachment of the
army, commanded by Major-General Phillips, for Virginia, the light company being in
the second battalion of light infantry, formed a part of the army. The Grenadiers
remained at New York. This year, Major Lord Berriedale (having on the decease of
his father become Earl of Caithness, and been severely wounded at the siege of
Charlestown) returned to Scotland. The command of the regiment then devolved on
the Honourable Major Needham, afterwards Lord Killmorey, who had purchased Major
Donaldson’s commission. “The detachment landed at Portsmouth in Virginia, in
“ March, and joined the troops under Brigadier-General Arnold. In May, they
“ formed a junction with the army under Lord Cornwallis. When the soldiers of
“ the 76th found themselves with an army which had been engaged in the most
“ incessant and fatiguing marches, through difficult and hostile countries, they
“ appeared to look down on themselves as having done nothing which could enable
“ them to return to their country and friends with that reputation which their
“ countrymen and brother soldiers had acquired. And they were often heard
“ murmuring among themselves, lamenting their lot, and expressing the strongest
“ desire to distinguish themselves. This was particularly observable, and their regrets
« greatly heightened when they were visited by men of Fraser's Highlanders, who had
“ been in so many actions to the southward. However, the MacDonalds soon got the
“ opportunity which they had so much desired, and the spirit with which they availed
“ themselves of it showed that no more was wanting to prove that they were good
“ and brave soldiers. On this occasion [at St. James’s Island] they were fortunate in
“ being in the brigade of Colonel Thomas Dundas,® whose spirited example would have
“ animated any soldier ; but in this instance no excitement was necessary. On the

' Mackenzie's ** History of the Macdonalds.”

2 General David Stewart’s * Military Annals of the Highland Regiments."

3 General David Stewart's ‘* Military Annals of the Highland Regiments, History of the Highlands,
Highland Clans, Highland Regiments, &c.”
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evening of the 6th July the Marquis de la Fayette, eager to signalise himself in the
cause of his new friends, and ignorant of the full strength of those he was about to
attack, pushed forward a strong corps, forced the picquets (twenty men of the 76th
and ten men of the 8oth Regiments), who made an admirable resistance, and drew up
in front of the British line. A smart engagement immediately ensued, the weight of
which was sustained by the left of Colonel Dundas’s brigade, consisting of the 76th
and 8oth, both young regiments ; and it so happened that, while the right of the line
was covered with woods, they were drawn up in an open field and exposed to the
attack of La Fayette with a chosen body of troops. They made their début in a
very gallant style : the 76th being on the left, and Lord Cornwallis, coming up in rear
of the regiment, gave the word to charge, which was immediately repeated by the
Highlanders, who rushed forward with their usual impetuosity, and decided the
matter in an instant. The enemy were completely routed, leaving their cannon
and three hundred men killed and wounded behind them. The conduct of Colonel
Dundas and his brigade was noticed with great approbation, and it was also remarked
that the Americans on this occasion exhibited more than their usual bravery and
skill under their gallant French commander. After this action four hundred men
of the 76th were employed as mounted infantry, attached to Tarleton’s Legion, and,
having made several forced marches (far more fatiguing to these Highlanders than
if they performed them on foot), they returned to the army, heartily tired of their
new mode of travelling. No other service was destined for the 76th until the siege
and surrender of Yorktown in 1781.! -

“ After this unhappy surrender the 76th was marched, in detachments, as prisoners

to different parts of Virginia ; and, although many tempting offers were made to induce
them to become subjects of the American Government, not a single Highlander allowed
himself to be seduced from the duty which he had engaged to discharge to his King
and country. Their conduct in quarters stood a trial of six years, and during that
period there were only four instances of corporal punishment inflicted on the
Highlanders of the regiment (more than seven hundred and fifty in number), and
these were for military offences. Thefts and other crimes, implying moral turpitude,
were unknown.

“The regiment was disbanded in March, 1784, at Stirling Castle.”
The Stations of the 76th, as given in an old Station List, were :—
1778, North Britain.
1779, Coast of the Atlantic, America.

1780 ”» ” ”»
1781, Virginia.
1782 ”

1783, New York.?

! General David Stewart’s * Military Annals of the Highland Regiments.”
2 War Office Records.

B
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The following is a list of the officers of the corps (copied from the Army List,
issued 4th June, 1779,' with the dates of their commissions) :—

Rank in the
Rank. Name. rRegiment. Army.

Lieut. t-Colonel
lg)r?lr::aningone -}J ohn MacDonald - - 2sth Dec. 1777.  29th Aug. 1777.

Mai Alexander Donaldson - 19th ,, ”
4or - = ")John Lord Berriedale - 29th ,

John Macdonald - - 26th ,,
John Bruce - - - 27th ,,
James Fraser - - - 28th ,,
Captains - -{John Macdonald - - 29th ,
William Cunningham - 3oth ,, ”
A. Mont. Cunningham - 31st ,
Charles Cameron - - 1st Jan. 1778.

Captain-Lieutenant )
and Captain _}Samuel Graham - - gth April 1779.

Alexander MacDonald -  26th Dec. 1777.
Alexander Mackenzie - 27th ,, ,,
Allan MacDonald - - 28th ,,
John Shaw - - - 29th ,,
Alexander MacDonal - 3oth ,,
Angus Martin - - - 31t ,
Charles Alex. Macrae - 1st Jan. 1778.
David Barclay - - - =2nd ,
ZAneas MacDonell - - 3d ,
John Stuart - - - 4th ,,
Lieutenants = -/ Angus MacDonald - - sth ,,
Colin Lamont - - - 6th ,,
Donald MacDonald - - 7th ,,
Charles Robertson - - 8th ,, ,,
Donald MacQueen - - oth ,, ,,
Evan Cameron - - 1oth ,,
John Mackinnon - - 1rth ,,
John Trail - - - 12th ,,
Patrick MacLachlan - 13th ,,
Hugh Rose - - - 14th ,,
Angus MacLean - - oth April 1779.

! The number of the regiment does not appear in the Army List issued in 1778,
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- List of officers continued :—

Rank in the
Rank. Name. ! Regiment. Army.\
Colin MacDonald - -  26th Dec. 1777.
Wm. Wemyss - - - 27th ,,
Simon MacDonald - - 28th ,,
. James MacDonald - - 29th ,,
Ensigns °  “)Robert H. MacColme - 3oth ,
James Bruce - - - 318t ,,
Wm. Mackay - - - 15th Oct. 1778
Duncan MacDonald - - 9th April 1779.
Chaplain - - James MacDonald - -  25th Dec. 1777.
Adjutant - - William Mackay - - w o w
Quarter-Master - David Barclay - - - wo s
Surgeon - - - Hamilton MacLure - - w sy
Agents - - - Messrs. Bisshopp and Brummell, Vine Street.

The following changes took place in the commissioned ranks during the existence
of the regiment' :—

Captain John MacDonald (2) retired on the gth of November, 1779, and his
place was taken by Captain Alexander MacDonald.

Lieutenant Evan Cameron resigned on the 29th of September, 1779, and Lieutenant
Simon MacDonald came in his room.

Ensign Simon MacDonald was replaced by Ensign Colin MacDonald on the 2nd of
September, 1779.

Major Alexander Donaldson left, and was succeeded by Major Francis Needham
(on the roth of August, 1780), who came from the 17th Dragoons.

Captain John MacDonald retired on the 6th of September, 1780, his post having
been taken by Captain David Barclay, who was himself succeeded by Lieutenant
William Wemyss, shortly afterwards.

. Lieutenant John MacKinnon made room for Lieutenant James MacDonald on the
oth of September, 178o0.

On the r1oth of November, 1780, Ensign James Bruce was promoted in the 7oth
Regiment, and the vacancy thus caused was filled up by Ensign Ronald MacDonald.

On the 1st of April, 1781, Lieutenant John Shaw was appointed Adjutant in place
of Lieutenant William Mackay.

On April 6th, 1780, Sergeant Stuart was promoted to the rank of Quarter-Master,
in room of Captain David Barclay.

Captain John Shaw took the place of Captain Charles Cameron on the 31st
December, 1781, and Lieutenant John Grant succeeded to the vacant post.

On April 1st, 1781, Captain John Shaw was appointed Adjutant in place of Captain
William Mackay, who was promoted.

! War Office Records.
B 2
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In the Army List issued on the 31st of March, 1784, Lieutenant-Colonel John
MacDonell is shown on the list of Colonels, with the date of 2oth November, 1782,
and “ late 76th Foot” against his name. The Earl of Caithness also appears in the list
of Lieutenant-Colonels.

The Honourable Francis Needham joined the 1st Life Guards as Captain and
Lieutenant-Colonel on the 2nd of April, 1783 ; rank in the Army, 2oth of February,
1783.

Charles Hastings is shown in the list of Lieutenant-Colonels at the same time.
The other officers appear to have retired on the disbandment of the regiment.

The late Surgeon-General Sir W. A. MacKinnon, writing on the 2nd of August,
1897, said—

“1 am sorry to tell you that not much information is to be obtained from the
Public Record Office. I got a friend, who is much interested in your work, to go to
that office on two occasions. He finds the information is very meagre, and is in most
cases limited to muster rolls and pay sheets, and there is nothing in the nature of
records of service. My friend found that the muster rolls of the 76th contained many
officers’ names of MacDonalds, MacKinnons, and one or two privates of the name of
Myles MacInnes. I have no doubt Skye must have given these names.”

The present 76th Regiment was raised in 1787 for service in India, to which place
it went shortly after orgauisation ; but its records do not go farther back than that
year, and, beyond its number, it seems to have no link joining it with the old 76th,
or MacDonald’s Highlanders.

Lieutenant-General Sir Godfrey MacDonald Bosville, eighteenth Baron, eleventh
Baronet, and third Lord MacDonald of Sleat, second son of Sir Alexander MacDonald,
sixteenth Baron, and Elizabeth Diana, eldest daughter of Godfrey Bosville of Gun-
thwaite, county of York, was born on the 14th of October, 1775. He was appointed
Ensign in the Kelso Regiment on the 28th of August, 1794 ; transferred to the 6oth Foot
on the 3oth of November, 1795; appointed Lieutenant in the 7oth Foot on the 12th of
March, 1796 ; Captain in the 86th Foot on the gth of November, 1796, in the 23rd Foot
25th April, 1797; Major in the 55th Foot on the 13th of November, 1801 ; Lieutenant-
Colonel of the 24th Foot on the 28th of April, 1802 ; Captain and Lieutenant-Colonel in
the 1st Foot Guards on the r1th of February, 1808; Colonel-Brevet on the 4th of June,
1811; Major-General on the 4th of June, 1814; and Lieutenant-General on the 22nd of
July, 1830.! Lord MacDonald married on the 15th of October, 1803, Louisa Maria,
daughter of Farley Edsir, and had issue. His Lordship (then Captain the Honourable
Godfrey MacDonald Bosville) was present with the 23rd Regiment at the landing of
the British troops in Holland on the morning of the 27th of August, 1799, where he
was wounded.? ®

' War Officé Records.

2 Regimental Depot Records.

* The corps principally engaged were the reserve consisting of the 23rd and 55th Regiments, under the
command of Colonel (afterwards Lieutenant-General) Donald MacDonald of Knock in Sleat, who, as well as
the fine troops whom he led, ** behaved on this occasion with the greatest ardour and gallantry.”
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In June, 1802, the 24th Regiment, under the command of Major Kelly, marched
from Hilsea Barracks to Liverpool, where, in the month of December, Lieutenant-
Colonel the Honourable Godfrey MacDonald joined them, and assumed the command,
vice Lieutenant-Colonel John Randall-Faster, who retired from the service.

The 1st Battalion of the 24th Foot,! 500 strong, Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable
Godfrey MacDonald Bosville in command, marched from Woodbridge to Portsmouth
in April; and on the 5th of May, 1805, embarked for Cork to join the expeditionary
force, under Sir Eyre Coote, K.C.B., which was intended for service in the West Indies ;
but Villeneuve, fearing Nelson’s pursuit, returned to France, and the expedition was
thus rendered unnecessary.

The troops, including the 1st Battalion of the 24th Regiment, sailed from Cork on
the 27th of September 1805, and, after a long delay, refitting and purchasing horses at
San Salvador (Bahia, Brazil), arrived off Table Bay, in South Africa, on the 4th of
January, 1806. In the battle which ensued, the 24th, under Lieutenant-Colonel the
Honourable Godfrey MacDonald Bosville, with the 59th and 83rd Foot, formed the
right column of attack. The Grenadiers of the 24th particularly distinguished
themselves in dislodging a considerable force of the enemy’s horse and riflemen,
which was hovering on the British right flank.

In his despatch relating to the operations at the Cape of Good Hope, dated 12th
January, 1806, General Sir David Baird described the gallant conduct of the 24th as
“ a brilliant achievement.”

In 1807, Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable Godfrey MacDonald Bosville returned
home. In the following year he exchanged into the Grenadier Guards, and saw no
more active service.

His Lordship died on the 18th of October, 1832.

Captain the Honourable Archibald MacDonald, of the Prince of Wales's Own
Regiment of Light Dragoons, was the third son of Alexander first Lord MacDonald.
He married Janet, eldest daughter of Duncan Campbell of Ardneave, Argyllshire, with
issue.?

Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable James MacDonald, 1st Guards, a younger
brother of Lieutenant-General Sir Godfrey MacDonald Bosville, Lord MacDonald,
was born on the 29th of January, 1783.

He joined the 3rd Battalion of the Guards as an Ensign on the 29th of December,
1799; was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and Captain on the 17th of December,
1802 ; and to that of Captain and Lieutenant-Colonel in the 2nd Battalion on the 7th of
April, 1813.

He took part in the expedition to Sicily in 1806, fought at Corunna in 1809, and -
was killed at Bergen-op-Zoom in 1814.%

He was not married.

Another brother was Ensign the Honourable William MacDonald, who was born
in 1789.2

1 Regimental Depét Records. ? War Office Records.
3 Mackenzie's ** History of the MacDonalds.”



14 . THE BRAVE SONS OF SKYE.

General the Honourable James William Bosville MacDonald, C.B,, third son of
Lieutenant-General Sir Godfrey MacDonald Bosville, Lord MacDonald, was born on
the 31st of October, 1810. He was appointed Ensign in the 81st Foot on the 1st of
October, 1829 ; Ensign in the 1st Life Guards on the 16th of F ebruary, 1831; Lieutenant
on the 24th of January, 1834; Captain on the 24th of June, 18 37; Captain unattached
on the 3oth of December, 1842; Major-Brevet on the 19th of October, 1849; Major
unattached on the 12th of December, 1854; Lieutenant-Colonel Brevet on the same
date ; Colonel Brevet on the 1st of April, 1860 ; Major-General on the 6th of March,
1868 ; Lieutenant-General on the 1st of October, 1877 ; Colonel of the 21st Hussars on
the 1st of July, 1880 ; removed to retired pay on the 31st of October, 1880 ; and was
granted the honorary rank of General on the 1st of July, 1881.

He served on the Staff as Aide-de-Camp to the Colonel on the Staff in the Ionian
Islands from the 2oth of April, 1843, to the 7th of April, 1845 ; to the General Officer
commanding the Dublin District' from the 1st of October, 1846, to the 31st of March,
1852 ; to the General Officer commanding the cavalry brigade at Chobham from the
14th of June, 1853, to the 2oth of August, 1853 ; to the Inspector-General of Cavalry at
the headquarters of the Army, from the 1st of April, 1852, to the 24th of February, 1854 ;
to a Lieutenant-General commanding a division in the Crimea, from the 26th of
February, 1854, to November, 1854 ; and acted as private secretary to the General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief the Forces at the headquarters of the army (His Royal
Highness the Duke of Cambridge) from the 1s5th of July, 1856, to the date of his
death.

He was present at the battle of Alma (where his horse was shot under him ,
at the battle of Balaklava, at the sortie of the 26th of October, 1854, at the battle of
Inkerman (where his horse was shot), and at the siege of Sebastopol. His name was
mentioned in despatches in the “ London Gazette ” of the roth of October and 2nd of
December, 1854. He received the Crimean War medal with four clasps, the brevet
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel'; was made a Companion of the Bath on the s5th of July,
1855 ; Knight of the French Legion of Honour; got the fifth class of the Turkish
Order of the Medjidie ; the Turkish medal, and was granted a reward for distinguished
service.!

General MacDonald married on the 26th of September, 1859, Elizabeth Nina,
daughter of Joseph Henry, third Lord Wallscourt, and left issue.

He died at St. Leonard’s-on-Sea on the 4th of January, 1882.

Lieutenant the Honourable William Bosville MacDonald, fourth son of Lieutenant-
General Sir Godfrey MacDonald Bosville, Lord MacDonald, was born on the 27th of
September, 1817. He entered the army as an Ensign in the 93rd Highlanders on the
23rd of October, 1835 ; was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on the 1st of June,
1838, and retired in the following year. He died, unmarried, on the 11th of May,

1847.2

} War Office Records. ? Regimental Dep6t Records.
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THE MACDONALDS OF BALRANALD.

The MacDonalds of Balranald are descended from Donald MacDonald, ¢ Donald
Herrach,” who was a son of Hugh, I. of Sleat, and who was remarkable for his great
personal strength. Donald Herrach’s “ single blow seldom left work for two.”

Ronald MacDhomhnuill Herraich went to Ireland, where he distinguished himself
in the wars carried on in the northern provinces of that country by the Antrim family ;
but, having been severely wounded, he returned to his native country, and afterwards
lived at Griminish.

Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander MacDonald of Lynedale, IX. of Balranald, was a
captain in the Bengal Artillery, from which he retired in consequence of ill-health. He
afterwards raised, and became Lieutenant-Colonel of, the 2nd Isle of Skye Regiment of
Volunteers, numbering 510 men, most of whom, when the Militia were disbanded,
joined the Glengarry Fencibles, or Caledonian Rangers. He had three sons in the
army, viz., Captain Alexander MacDonald of the 16th Bengal Native Infantry, who
died in India, unmarried, and John Robertson MacDonald, who served in the 38th,
39th, and 16th Regiments successively, and who afterwards lived at Rodill in Harris,
and married Mary, daughter of Captain MacRae, of the Inverinate family.'

Major James MacDonald, brother of Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander MacDonald of
Lynedale and IX. of Balranald, had nine sons, three of whom attained distinction in
the army, and all of whom died unmarried.! The youngest son, John, died in the

Crimea. Major James MacDonald was, in his later years, Deputy Paymaster at
Chatham.

THE MACDONALDS OF KINGSBURGH AND FLODIGARRY.?

“ We were entertained with the usual hospitality by Mr. MacDonald and his lady,
Flora MacDonald, a name that will be mentioned in history ; and, if courage and
fidelity be virtues, mentioned with honour. She is a woman of middle stature, soft
features, gentle manners, and elegant presence.” ®

The first of this family was James MacDonald, second son of Donald Gruamach
MacDonald, fourth Baron of Sleat. This James lived in very turbulent times, and took
a prominent part in the various disputes between the MacDonalds of Sleat and the
MacLeods, during the reigns of James V. and Queen Mary.!

Donald MacDonald, III. of Kingsburgh, commonly known as “ Domhnull Maclain
'Ic Sheumais,” was a distinguished warrior. A man of unsurpassed courage and

! Mackenzie's ‘* History of the MacDonalds.”

S 2 From notes prepared by Captain R. M. Livingston-MacDonald of Flodigarry.
3 Dr. Samuel Johnson's ‘* Tour to the Hebrides.”
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enormous bodily strength, he commanded the MacDonalds of Skye in three set
battles against the MacLeods and MacLeans. In each case he came off victorious
against much larger forces than his own.!

Alexander MacDonald, IV. of Kingsburgh, was a great loyalist, joined the
Marquis of Montrose, and was engaged in all his battles. He was one of Sir Donald
MacDonald’s five cousins who were killed at the battle of Killiecrankie.!

Donald MacDonald, V. of Kingsburgh, was one ofthe bravest men of his day, who,
with his father, joined Viscount Dundee at the time of the Revolution, was present
at the battle of Killiecrankie, and fought afterwards at the battle of Sheriffmuir. His
son was Alexander MacDonald, V1. of Kingsburgh, who, having entertained Prince
Charles at his house in Skye, and assisted him in making his escape, was apprehended
by order of the Duke of Cumberland, and sent as a prisoner to the Castle of Edinburgh,
where he was closely confined for about twelve months.

The following extract from a letter written by Captain R. M. Livingston-Mac-
Donald of Flodigarry (a great-great-grandson of the celebrated Flora MacDonald,
being descended from Captain James MacDonald of Flodigarry, the fourth son of the
heroine), dated 4th March, 1898, cannot fail to be interesting : —

“In the notes ¢ Captain Allan, Kingsburgh, I have given you some information
which, as far as I am aware, has never appeared in any notice that has ever been
written.

“In MacGregor's ‘ Life of Flora MacDonald,’ it is stated that the ship in which
Flora MacDonald sailed on her refurn fo Scotland was attacked by a French privateer.
That was not the case, as I have it on the authority of many relatives, one of whom is
the daughter of the young man, Ensign Kenneth MacDonald, that it was on the
voyage ouf the ship was attacked. This young man was with his regiment (the Royal
Highland Emigrant Regiment) when Flora MacDonald recrossed the Atlantic.

“ MacGregor also states that Flora MacDonald, in 1779, left her husband a
prisoner in Halifax Jail. This is quite incorrect. There is abundant proof to show
that Captain Allan was liberated in 1777, and was stationed in New York, both in that
year and in 1778.

“ MacGregor also states ‘that when peace was eventually restored Flora’s husband
was liberated from Halifax Jail” This statement is as erroneous as the others, for
Captain Allan was serving with his regiment in Nova Scotia and Cape Breton during
the last three years of the war. I have examined, in the Public Record Office in
London, the muster rolls of the regiment during these years, and have found Captain
Allan’s signature on all the muster rolls of his company. I can quite understand how
MacGregor fell into these mistakes. Letters from Captain Allan in 1780 and 1781 to
his wife were dated from Halifax, and MacGregor took it for granted that it was
Halifax, Virginia "

! Mackenzie's ** History of the MacDonalds.”
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Allan MacDonald, VII. of Kingsburgh, was the eldest son of Alexander Mac-
Donald, VI. of Kingsburgh, by his wife IFlorence MacDonald of Castleton.

With reference to Alexander MacDonald, one of his contemporaries—Douglas—
writes of him in his Baronage as “a man of great integrity, probity, and honour, and
“ has long been one of the principal managers of his chief’s affairs, having been first
“ appointed into that station by old Sir Donald, was continued by his son, young Sir
“ Donald, by Sir James, whose son, Sir Alexander, left him one of the tutors to his
“ sons, the late Sir James, and the present Sir Alexander, and has always acquitted
“ himself with great fidelity and an unspotted character.”

Besides Allan, “Old Kingsburgh,” as he was familiarly called, had other two
children, a son James, who subsequently became factor for his chief, and a daughter
Ann, who married Ronald MacAlister of Strathaird,

Allan’s childhood was spent at Kingsburgh.

He was a particular favourite of his chief, Sir James MacDonald, who undertook
to educate him, and for that purpose Allan was sent to school in Edinburgh, where he
remained some years.

On his education being completed he returned home to assist his father in the
multifarious duties of his post as Chamberlain.

Much of the rent in those days was paid in kind—sheep, cattle, &c.—and Allan,
being considered a good judge of farm stock, was entrusted with the task of valuing
the cattle, and taking delivery of the same on behalf of his chief.

The cattle were then collected by drovers from the various districts of the
MacDonald Estate (which at that time comprised the half of Skye and the whole of
North Uist), and brought to Kyle-Rhea, where they swam them across the ferry,
thence driven to IFalkirk, and sold at the trysts periodically held there.

Vast herds, numbering many hundreds at a time, were annually driven to Falkirk
in this way by drovers; and Allan, on whom rested the responsibility of ensuring a
good sale for the cattle at the trysts, was locally designated “ Ailean na mile mart,”
or ¢ Allan of the thousand kine.”

About the year 1734 the lands of Flodigarry, falling vacant through the death of
John Martin, whose ancestors had lived there for generations, Alexander MacDonald
invested himself with these lands, deeming them to be suitable for the raising of a good
class of Highland cattle.

Shortly afterwards he handed over Flodigarry to Allan, who, having arrived at
man’s estate, took up his residence there,

He had grown up a singularly handsome man, with powerful frame, and was ever
foremost in all daring and athletic feats.

He specially excelled in wrestling, though on one particular occasion, under some-
what unfair circumstances, he was worsted.

A wrestling match took place between him and Martin of the Bealach in a
building near Kilmuir Manse. After several bouts, in which Martin was thrown,
Allan had the misfortune to stumble over a “caber’ which was lying on the floor,

C
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and was thus easily thrown by his opponent. Martin, elated at his victory over so
formidable an antagonist, declined to risk another round, preferring to rest on his not
* too-well-won laurels.

Allan showed no resentment, but his henchman, a bard, who was at ‘the time of
the encounter absent in Edinburgh, on having the details of the match related to him,
and conceiving that Allan’s fame as a wrestler had suffered an injustice at Martin’s
hands, composed, in his indignation, a song, whlch became popular and widely known,
entitled “ Ailein duinn nach till thu an taobh so.”

Early in the summer of 17435, Flora MacDonald (of subsequent historic fame)
came to Monkstadt—the MacDonald's principal seat, and a few miles distant from
Flodigarry— with Lady Margaret MacDonald, through whose services she had for some
years been placed at a boarding school in Edinburgh.

Allan MacDonald, who had on former occasions met this young lady at Monkstadt
and elsewhere, and with whom he seemed to be much ¢pris now, on her return from
the south, found that the attraction on his part had developed, and a mutual
attachment was formed.

Neither of the young couple being at that time in a position to marry no
engagement was made, but in the hope of their prospects brightening a tacit under-
standing existed between them.

In June, 1745, Flora proceeded to her brother’s house at Milton (South L!st),
which was her home, and remained there till the following year, when the stirring
events took place in which she played so conspicuous a part.

At the time of Flora’s arrival at Monkstadt with the young Chevalier, Allan
was at his own home at Flodigarry, and it was not till the end of 1747, when she
was liberated from her imprisonment in the Tower of London, that he had the
felicity of again meeting the object of his affections. This meeting took place at a
ball at Monkstadt, given in honour of Flora’s return by Sir Alexander and Lady
Margaret. The prospect of their union still seemed most remote, for, old Kingsburgh'’s
affairs had become wofully embarrassed during his enforced absence from Skye,
he having been imprisoned in Edinburgh Castle for a twelvemonth for affording one
night's hospitality to the fugitive Prince. He, therefore, was unable to make any
settlement on his son.

In the course of three years (by 1750) matters were so far righted as to enable
them to formally announce their engagement, and on the 6th November of that
year their marriage took place at Flora’s stepfather's' house at Armadale. The
following notice of which appeared in the “Scots Magazine” of that month :—
« November 6th at Armadale, Sleat, Allan Macdonald, eldest son of Alexander
« MacDonald of Kingsburgh, married to Miss Flora MacDonald, daughter of Ranald

! Captain Hugh MacDonald, Armadale, Sleat, who was in Uist commanding a party of Militia at the time
of Flora’'s departure from that island. He was a Jacobite at heart, and furnished the heroine with a passport
for herself and * Betty Burke,” and the whole crew of the boat, to enable them to cross the Minch to Skye.
Hugh was one of the most powerful men of his clan, and hardly ever met his equal in wrestling and other feats
of strength. He was blind of an eye, hence he was known as Uisdean Cam. He was seventh in descent from
Domhnull Gorm Mor of Sleat.
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“ MacDonald of Milton, deceased. This is the young lady who aided the escape
“ of the young Chevalier.”

The home-coming of Allan and his bride to Flodigarry was marked by great’
rejoicings and festivities, which were kept up for the best part of a week. They
new settled down at Flodigarry, and here all their children were born. Their eldest
son—born 22nd October, 1751—they called after the unfortunate Prince for whom
so many members of their family had risked their all.

Their elder daughter—born 18th February, 1754--was named Ann, after Allan’s
sister, Mrs. MacAlister of Strathaird.

Their second and third sons, Alexander and Ranald—born 1755 and 1756—were
called after their paternal and maternal grandfathers respectively. Allan named his
fourth son—born November, 1757—James, out of regard for his late chief, through
whose generosity he had received a liberal education in Edinburgh. '

Their youngest son John and younger daughter Fanny were born respectively
in October, 1759, and May, 1766.

On the 13th February, 1772, Alexander MacDonald, who had become frail and
infirm, passed away at the advanced age of eighty-three. Shortly afterwards Allan,
who had spent twenty-two years of undisturbed domestic happiness at Flodigarry,
removed with his family to Kingsburgh.

~ In July of the same year Pennant, in the course of his celebrated tour throughout
Scotland, visited Kingsburgh. His host presented him with an ancient urn and a
Druidical charm-bead or serpent-stone, which gifts, together with his visit, are
expatiated upon in his account of the tour.

In the autumn of the following year Kingsburgh was visited by other two
celebrated men—Doctor Samuel Johnson and his biographer, Boswell.

The latter describes Allan Macdonald as being one who “was completely the
“ figure of a gallant Highlander, exhibiting the graceful mien and manly looks
¢ which our popular Scotch song has justly attributed to that character.

"~ «He had his tartan plaid thrown around him, a large blue bonnet with a knat
“ of black ribbon like a cockade, a brown short coat, a tartan waistcoat with gold
“ buttons, a bluish philibeg, and tartan hose. He had jet black hair tied behind,
« and was a large stately man with a steady, sensible countenance.”

The learned Doctor not only had the gratification of sleeping in the bed in
which Prince Charles had slept, but also between the identical sheets.

After Johnson's departure from Kingsburgh, a slip of paper was found in his
bedroom on which was written : “ Quantum cedat virtutibus aurum ”-—* With virtue
weighed what worthless trash is gold.” '

Owing to the general depression which prevailed throughout the West Highlands
in the early Seventies, many families of social position were obliged to emigrate to
the North American Colonies.

- A large number of these families settled in North Carolina.

Allan MacDonald, finding himself in no better plight than his neighbours, decided

to follow his fellow countrymen.

C 2
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Accordingly, Kingsburgh—the home of his family for over two centuries—was
given up, and in August, 1774, his wife and family, with the exception of his eldest
son, Charles, and his youngest son, John, sailed with him in the ship “Baliol” from
Campbeltown, Kintyre, for Wilmington, near the mouth of Cape Fear River, in
North Carolina.

Their passage was marked by an untoward incident.

The “Baliol” was attacked by a French privateer, and a desperate struggle
ensued.

Flora MacDonald, who on a former memorable occasion had been under fire,
refused to go below, but remained on deck in view of her husband and sons, who,
along with the other passengers, were in the thick of the fight.

With words of encouragement she inspirited the defenders, and finally the
privateer was beaten off.

During the scuffle her left arm was broken, but luckily one of the passengers,
a young Skyeman, Kenneth MacDonald, who had some knowledge of surgery,
was able to set it.

This young man had for some time studied surgery in Glasgow with a view to
entering the medical profession, but finding his studies uncongenial he determined
to emigrate and join his eldest brother, Donald MacDonald, in North Carolina.

On the emigrants’ arrival at Wilmington they were enthusiastically received
by their countrymen, numerous festivities were held in their honour, the fame of
Allan MacDonald’s heroic wife intensifying the joyousness of the welcome.

From Wilmington they proceeded some hundred miles further up the Cape
Fear River to Cross Creek, the capital of the Highland settlement, in the vicinity
of which Allan purposed to purchase land and make a home. At Cross Creek the
emigrants were again received with unbounded enthusiasm by all the settlers, many
of whom were clan and kinsfolk from the Hebrides.

They resided there for about six months, during which time Anne, the elder
daughter, married Major Alexander MacLeod, a Skyeman, who subsequently settled
at Lochbay, Skye.

From Cross Creek the family removed to Cameron’s Hill, Cumberland, where
they remained for six months, whilst Allan went to the western and outlying part
of the colony in quest of land, which he duly purchased, and called the place
Killiegray. They had barely settled in their new home when the War of Indepen-
dence broke out. At the time of Allan’s arrival, in 1774, at Wilmington, the
quarrel between the Home Government and the American colonists, was becoming
very serious, and during 1775 matters reached a crisis.

On the 14th April, 1775, a skirmish took place at Lexington, and after the
Second Congress the battle of Bunker’s Hill was fought on the following 17th June
between General Gage's forces and the insurgents.

On the 12th of June, General Gage issued an order to Lieutenant-Colonel Allan

MacLean (son of Torloisk), residing in Canada, empowering him to raise a regiment of
Highland emigrants in two battalions, ten companies in each, the whole corps to be
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clothed, armed, and accoutred in like manner with His Majesty’s Royal Highland
Regiment (Black Watch), and to be called “the Royal Highland Emigrants.”

He further empowered him “to rendezvous at Lake Champlain, the officers’
“ commissions to date from 14th June, 1775.”

This order was duly carried out. Two battalions were raised, Lieutenant-Colonel
MacLean being appointed Commandant of the 1st Battalion, and Major Small, a
native of Strathardle, Perthshire—a man most popular amongst the nghlanders—was
appointed Commandant of the 2nd Battalion.

The uniform was the same as that of the Black Watch. The sporrans, however,
were made of racoons’ instead of badgers’ skins.

The officers wore the broadsword and dirk, and the men a half-basket sword.

It was arranged that the companies were to be raised throughout the Highland
settlements in North America. The necessity of this step was obvious. The insur-
rection soon spread to North Carolina, and Martin, the Governor of that Colony, was
obliged to retire on board a British Government vessel at the mouth of Cape Fear
River, owing to a serious disturbance which took place on i1st June at his house in
Newburn regarding some pieces of old cannon which he had mounted there. Martin,
placing great reliance on the loyalty of the Highland emigrants in North Carolina,
conceived the idea of immediately enlisting their services and sympathies in the Royal
cause ; and, though on board ship, was by no means inactive in his endeavours to carry
out this scheme. During the autumn he was in constant correspondence with General
Gage on the subject, and indirectly with Lieutenant-Colonel Allan MacLean and
Major Small, which correspondence resulted in his co-operation with them in raising
men for their newly-formed regiment. To aid him in this respect, Martin applied to
Allan MacDonald, of whom he had formed a high opinion, and whom he knew to be
most popular and held in great esteem by all classes of Highlanders throughout the
colony.

Allan MacDonald readily fell in with Martin’s plans, and loyally undertook to
further his efforts, Through Martin’s influence Allan MacDonald was presented with
his commission as Captain of the 6th Company in the 2nd Battalion (Major Small’s),
whose headquarters were fixed at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Martin also secured commissions in the same battalion for various Skyemen,
including one of Allan MacDonald’s sons (Alexander), Donald and Kenneth MacDonald
afore mentioned, the former being appointed Lieutenant, whilst Kenneth MacDonald
received his commission as Ensign.

Allan MacDonald was appointed recruiting officer for the regiment in the colony,
and for his services in this post he subsequently received the sum of £677.

The wisdom of Martin’s step in selecting him was soon apparent, for the High-
landers, as much through their personal devotion to the recruiting officer as through
their loyalty to the Royal cause, speedily enrolled themselves in the new regiment.
By January, 1776, as many recruits were raised as were deemed sufficient to bring up
the strength of the regiment, and forthwith arrangements were made for their
conveyance to headquarters.
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Major Donald MacDonald and Captain Donald MacLeod, both of the 1st Battalion,
were despatched from Canada to conduct the force to Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Major MacDonald, being an old and tried soldier, was invested with the chief
command, whilst to Captain Allan MacDonald was allotted the post of Brigade Major.
They received orders to march from Cross Creek to Brunswick, a town at the mouth
of Cape Fear River, there to embark for Halifax, whither General Gage had retired,
awaiting reinforcements from England.

In February, 1776, amidst an outburst of loyal enthusiasm, the Highlanders, 1,500
in number, left Cross Creek, and proceeded on their march to Brunswick.

All went well till, on the evening of the 27th February, they reached Moore’s
Creek, where they had to force their way through a narrow and dangerous defile, and
to cross a bridge defended by cannon, and by a force of insurgents double their
numbers ; but the officers in command, being aware that the Americans entertained a
dread of the broadsword from experience of its effects in the last war, determined to
attempt the post sword in hand, and pushed forward to the attack at nightfall.

On reaching the bridge they found, to their dismay, that the Americans had
removed several of the planks, and that in consequence only a few men could cross at
a time. Nothing daunted, they persevered in the attempt, Major MacDonald and the
Brigade Major leading the attack.

When a considerable number of the Royal Highland Emigrants had crossed the
bridge the insurgents rushed from an ambush and assailed them.

A hand-to-hand fight followed, in which the Royal Highland Emigrants displayed
their wonted valour. The enemy advancing in overwhelming numbers, the commander
gave orders to retire across the bridge.

Owing, however, to the darkness of the night his orders were misunderstood, for
those of the regiment who had as yet not crossed the bridge continued to reinforce,
thereby blocking their comrades’ retreat.

A terrible mélée ensued on the bridge, the advance party of the Royal Highland
Emigrants, with their faces to the foe, being pressed by their comrades in the rear,
found themselves in a desperate plight.

Many of them fell into the water and were drowned. The remainder were either
killed or taken prisoners. Those of them who did not cross the bridge escaped under
cover of the darkness, and succeeded in reaching Brunswick, from whence, in due
course, they joined the regiment at Halifax.

Of the officers who crossed the bridge, Captain Donald MacLeod, aflter a gallant
stand, was killed.

Major Donald MacDonald and Captain Allan MacDonald (both of whom showed
-signal bravery) were, along with Lieutenant Alexander Macdonald, son of the latter,
and Ensign Kenneth Macdonald, taken prisoners. So ended the brief but heroic
.engagement at Moore’s Creek.

By the strange irony of fate, these officers, instead of finding themselves at Halifax,
Nova Scotia, found themselves incarcerated as prisoners of war in the jail at Halifax,
Virginia.
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Ensign Kenneth Macdonald effected his escape from prison in the spring of 1777,
forthwith joining the regiment, and on the 25th August, 1778, was promoted to
Lieutenant.

Captain Allan Macdonald and his son were retained till the autumn of 1777,
when, an exchange of prisoners taking place, they were liberated.

They made their way to New York, where they reported themselves to General
Howe, the Commander-in-Chief., ’

Instead of General Howe ordering Captain Allan to join his regiment, he
gave him the temporary command of a company of provincials at New York, which
post he held till the end of 1778, when he finally reached Halifax, the headquarters of
his regiment. In the summer of 1778, General Howe was recalled to England, and
Sir Henry Clinton appointed Commander in his place.

By the end of 1778, the Royal Highland Emigrants were numbered the 84th,
and placed on the same footing as the home regiments, Sir Henry Clinton being
appointed Colonel-in-Chief.

During his stay at Halifax, in 1776, General Clinton was so favourably impressed
with the efficiency of the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Highland Emigrants that
he drafted five of the companies into his own army at New York.

Five companies—the 6th Company, Captain Allan’s, being one of them—were
thus left in Nova Scotia along with other troops to guard that province against the
attacks of the French Admiral Estaing, who was during the summer of 1778 and 1779
cruising about the Canadian Coast with a view to regaining for France her lost
provinces.

During that period these five companies were actively engaged in repelling many
harassing attacks of parties from French and American men-of-war and privateers.
By the fall of Yorktown in October, 1781, the campaign was virtually over, but
they remained in Nova Scotia during the fag end of the war till peace was declared
in 1783.

For the greater part of these years Captain Allan Macdonald, with his company,
was stationed at Halifax, as was also that of the Colonel Commandant ; but in 1782,
he was despatched with it to Spanish River, Cape Breton, there to guard the entrance
of Sidney Harbour.

In the summer of 1783 he returned to Halifax, and in October of that year
the regiment was disbanded, the officers being placed on half pay. Captain Allan,
along with the other Captains of the 2nd Battalion, received from Government, in
recognition of their services, a grant of land extending to 5,000 acres at a small
town, Douglas, in the vicinity of Halifax.

As his wife and daughters had returned to Scotland in 1779, he determined to
follow them, and so, though he took possession of the land, he never actually settled
there. Shortly after the disbanding of the regiment he returned to Scotland. In
view of his return, through the kind influence of Lady Margaret MacDonald, who had
never ceased to be a firm friend of the family, Kingsburgh was left untenanted, and
thither he repaired on his arrival at Portree in the spring of 1784.
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For six ‘years he resided at Kingsburgh, with nothing to mar the happiness of
his life, till March 1790, when he was bereft of his beloved wife, who died suddenly,
after a short illness.

In the September of the same year his younger daughter, Fanny, married
Lieutenant Donald MacDonald, his faithful subaltern who had faced with him many
dangers and endured many trials.

Leflt alone—for his entire family were now married—he sorely felt the loss of
his wife.

In the beginning of the autumn of 1792, he was seized with a serious illness to
which he succumbed on the 2oth September.

He was laid to rest beside his wife, in the Kingsburgh burying-ground, at Kilmuir
churchyard,

Lann sgaiteach de smior cruadhach air,
’San truaill bu dreachmhor dualanan :
Cha stad e 'm fedil a 'm buailear e,
Gu 'n ruig e smuais na 'n cndmh.
Oran do Chaiptein Ailean Chinsborg, le Iain MacCodrum.

CAPTAIN CHARLES MAcCDONALD, VIII, oF KINGSBURGH.

Captain Charles MacDonald, the eldest son of Captain Allan MacDonald of
Kingsburgh, was born at Flodigarry on the 22nd October, 1751. His childhood and
youth were spent at Flodigarry, where he was educated under tutors.

When in his teens Charles MacDonald went to Bombay, having procured an
appointment in the East India Company’s Service ; but promotion just at that time
being slow he became disheartened, resigned his commission, and returned to England
in the end of 177s.

In taking this step he was hasty, for his youngest brother, some years afterwards,
mentions in a letter to his mother—*that though his (Charles’) case in India was hard,
« if he had remained, by the great promotion which took place a few years ago, he
¢ would have been now near a majority in my corps; but there is a fatality in a man’s
« life not to be avoided.” In March, 1776, Charles MacDonald wrote to Colonel
MacLean, of the 1st Battalion Royal Highland Emigrants, informing him that he
had obtained a commission in that regiment through Major Small, the Commandant of
the 2nd Battalion, Shortly afterwards he sailed for Halifax, and, on reaching that
place in the beginning of May, he again wrote to Colonel MacLean informing him of
his arrival.

On the 16th of the same month he was gazetted to the znd Battalion Royal
Highland Emigrants as Lieutenant.

From May, 1776, to the end of 1778, owing to Major Small’s enforced absence
in England and New York, for many months at a time, the command of that
battalion devolved upon Captain Alexander MacDonald, an officer who had seen much
service during the French Canadian War,
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Captain Alexander MacDonald gave Charles MacDonald the command of his
father's (Captain Allan’s) company, the duties in connection with which he performed
to the satisfaction of his commanding officer.

Captain Alexander MacDonald, writing to Captain Allan MacDonald, refers to his
son in the following terms :—‘ Charles is a fine young fellow, for whom I have the
“ sincerest regard. He is sensible and very clever.” Charles MacDonald’s principal
duty lay in patrolling the country with detachments of his company searching for spies
and repelling attacks of armed parties from the New England States. One of the most
notable of these attacks took place at River St. John's, which divides Nova Scotia
from New England. An armed party of New Englanders arrived there to rebuild
and occupy a disused fort, thereby to overawe and check the Nova Scotians.

The Royal Highland Emigrants and a detachment of marines were despatched to
dislodge the invaders, and after a smart encounter, with some killed and wounded on
both sides, the New Englanders were routed, and “ran with the greatest precipitation
to their boats.”

Charles MacDonald, wishing to see warfare waged on a larger scale than in Nova
Scotia, determined to exchange out of the Royal Highland Emigrants into some
regiment fighting in Clinton’s army to the southward.

Accordingly he was gazetted out of the Royal Highland Emigrants on 24th
November, 1779, and in that month quitted Halifax for New York.

On his arrival there he exchanged into the 19th Foot, which regiment was daily
expected to arrive from Ireland, and was to serve under Clinton in the intended attack
upon Charleston and the Southern Provinces.

The date of Charles MacDonald’s exchange was not notified in the Gazette till
8th March, 1780.

Clinton with his army sailed from New York for South Carolina on the 26th
December, 1779 ; and as the 19th Foot had not at that time arrived from Ireland,
Charles MacDonald got the command of a troop of horse in Tarlton’s British Leglon,
which corps formed part of Clinton’s army.

The British Legion, consisting of cavalry, infantry, and mounted infantry, did
yeoman service throughout the campaign of 1780-81. The fleet conveying the army
encountered terrific storms, during which all the cavalry horses perished.

After their arrival in South Carolina two months elapsed before the legion cavalry
was equipped with the requisite number of horses, which were of inferior quality to
boot, and it was not till the end of March that the corps succeeded in joining the main
army encamped before Charleston.

From that time till the fall of Charleston (12th May) the leglon cavalry was
employed in the vicinity of that town in beating off the enemy’s forces moving to the
relief of the beleaguered town.

On the 16th April, at Monk’s Corner, a large force of Americans was surprised and
completely routed, four hundred horses—an invaluable prize for the cavalry—arms,
clothing, &c., falling into the hands of the victors.

Shortly afterwards, at Tenen’s Ferry, another smart engagement took place in
which a superior American force was ‘“most spiritedly charged and defeated,” the
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cavalry only losing two men and four horses. With regard to both these engagements
Clinton writes in his despatches : “I have to give the greatest praise to Lieutenant-
“ Colonel Tarlton and the cavalry for their conduct, bravery, and eminent services.”

Shortly after the surrender of Charleston, Clinton returned to New York, and the
command of the army was given to Lord Cornwallis.

On the 27th May Tarlton and the legion were despatched in pursuit of General
Buford, whom they, after a singularly rapid march, overtook at Wacsaw. There on
the 29th May a sanguinary fight ensued, in which one hundred American officers and
men were killed and two hundred taken prisoners. With reference to the behaviour of
the legion in this pursuit and fight, Clinton mentions in his despatches that their
“ celerity in performing a march of near a hundred miles in two days was equal to the
“ ardour with which they attacked the enemy.”

Regarding the same, Tarlton reports to Lord Cornwallis : “It is above my ability
“ to say anything in commendation of the bravery and exertion of officers and men.
“ I leave their merit to your Lordship’s consideration.”

A few days after this fight the legion rejoined Lord Cornwallis’s army at
Camden. .

On the 16th August the battle of Camden was fought, which resulted in a victory

for the British arms.

The infantry first forced the Americans to give way in all quarters, and then Lord
Cornwallis “ ordered the cavalry to complete the rout, which was performed with their
¢ usual promptitude and gallantry.”

Lord Cornwallis states that on this occasion ‘“the capacity and vigour of

_« Lieutenant-Colonel Tarlton at the head of the cavalry deserve my highest com-
“ mendations.” To complete this victory the legion were despatched on the following
morning in pursuit of General Sumpter, whom they overtook at noon of the 18th at
Catawba Falls,

The infantry and cavalry were formed into line, and with a general shout advanced
to the charge.

Before the Americans could recover from their consternation the action was
decided in favour of the legion. Sumpter’s force was totally destroyed or dispersed,
and one hundred and fifty were killed on the spot.

After three days’ rest the legion returned to the main army, when their services
were awarded the approbation of Lord Cornwallis and the acclamations of their
fellow soldiers. “This action was too brilliant to need any comment of mine,” wrote
Lord Cornwallis.

No action of much importance took place till the zoth November, when at
Blackstock an American force was defeated—Sumpter, the general in command,
being dangerously wounded, and three of their colonels killed, while upwards of one
hundred officers and men were killed, wounded, or taken prisoners.

In this action Tarlton ¢“commends much the good behaviour of officers and men
under his command.” On the 17th January, 1781, the legion suffered a defeat at
Cowpens. The cavalry, however, “having had time to recollect themselves, and
“ becoming animated by the bravery of their leader, who had so often led them to
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“ victory, charged and repulsed Colonel Washington's Horse, retook the baggage of
“ the corps, and cut to pieces the detachment who had taken possession of it.”

Thus, in a measure, the cavalry retrieved the honour of the legion. A fortnight
later, on the 1st February, the fighting fame of the legion was restored at the affair at
Tarrants, where “at a proper distance Tarlton ordered his soldiers to advance and
“ yemember the Cowpens.”

“ Animated by this reproach a furious onset ensued. They broke through the
centre with irresistible velocity, killed nearly fifty on the spot, wounded many in the
pursuit, and dispersed five hundred of the enemy.” -

At the battle of Guildford, on the 15th March, the legion’s appearance “ contributed
‘ much to a speedy termination of the action,” which resulted in a British victory.

In the beginning of May, Tarlton with the legion was despatched to make an
attempt on Halifax, Virginia, which attempt was successfully carried out, the enemy
“ routed with confusion and loss,” and Halifax taken.

In the beginning of June, they captured Charlotteville, where an American Assembly
was sitting.

Seven members of Assembly were taken prisoners.

During July, they occupied themselves in destroying the enemy’s stores throughout
Virginia.

In August, Lord Cornwallis with his army entered Yorktown and Gloucester, there
to await reinforcements from New York.

During September, the. infantry and artillery were employed in constructing
defences, while the legion were equally active in collecting forage and cattle for the
.use of the army. The combined French and American armies, under Rochambeau and
Washington, appeared before Yorktown and Gloucester in the end of September, while
the French fleet blockaded the harbour, thereby cutting off the means of assistance
from New York.

On the siege commencing, the legion moved into Gloucester, where they remained
till Lord Cornwallis capitulated on the 19th October. '

Shortly after the capitulation the soldiers of the legion were sent to quarters in
Virginia, but the officers, amongst whom was Captain Charles MacDonald, proceeded
on parole to New York.

In May, 1783, the soldiers of the legion were released from their various places of
imprisonment and conveyed to New York.

In August, an order was issued providing for the reduction of the legion.

This order was duly carried out in the following October at Halifax, Nova Scotia,
whither officers and men were brought in transports. The officers retained their rank.
and retired on half-pay.

In the beginning of 1784, Captain Charles MacDonald returned to Scotland, and
forthwith proceeded to Skye, where he determined to make his home. In 1787, ke
married Isabella, second daughter of Captain James MacDonald, Aird, at which place
he and his wife resided till September, 1792, when, on his father’s death, he removed to
Kingsburgh. '

His tenure of Kingsburgh was but a short one.
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Captain Charles MacDonald died on the 2nd March, 1795, in the forty-fourth
year of his age, survived by his widow, without issue.

At his funeral, in Kilmuir churchyard, Lord MacDonald remarked :—* There lies
the most finished gentleman of my family and name.”

LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER MACDONALD, 84TH ROYAL HIGHLAND EMIGRANT
REGIMENT.

Lieutenant Alexander MacDonald, the second son of Captain Allan MacDonald of
Kingsburgh, was born at Flodigarry on the 21st February, 1755. His youth was passed
in Skye, and when nineteen years of age he accompanied his family to North Carolina.

In June, 1775, he was gazetted to the Royal Highland Emigrants, and materially
assisted his father in raising recruits for their regiment. Alexander MacDonald marched
out with the force which in February, 1776, left Cross Creek to join the main body of
the regiment in Nova Scotia, and he took part in the gallant but disastrous stand which
that force made against the insurgents at Moore’s Creek.

At that engagement he was taken prisoner along with his father, and confined in
Halifax Jail till the summer of 1777, when they were both liberated and permitted to
proceed to New York.

Lieutenant Alexander MacDonald remained at New York for about a twelvemonth,
drilling provincial recruits, and it was not till the summer of 1778 that he joined his
own regiment at Fort Edward, Nova Scotia. He took part in the various exploits in
which his regiment was engaged throughout that province.

Captain Alexander MacDonald, the Commandant, took much interest in his young
Lieutenant, and entrusted him with despatches on missions of importance to the heads
of the army in North America.

Not being satisfied with the drafting of the companies which took place in 1780,
Lieutenant MacDonald resigned his commission, and after a service of five and a half
years was gazetted out of the regiment on the 6th November of that year.

In the following year he obtained an appointment on board a Government vessel,
and shortly afterwards, much to the distress of his relatives, he went amissing,

Regarding him his mother writes in July, 1781, to Lady Mackenzie, of Delvine :
« T have heard nothing since I left you about my son Sandy, which, you may be sure,
« gives me much uneasiness.”

In July, 1782, his mother again writes to Lady Mackenzie : “ As for my son Sandy,
“ who was amissing, I had accounts of his being carried to Lisbon, but nothing certain,
“ which I look upon as a hearsay, but the kindness of Providence is still to be looked
“ upon.

¢ I have no reason to complain, as God has been pleased to spare his father and
¢ the rest.”

It was supposed that, in the autumn of 1782, Lieutenant Alexander MacDonald
succeeded in joining his brother Captain Ranald, on board the “ Ville de Paris,” at one
of the American ports, and with him perished in that vessel, which foundered on her
voyage to England.
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CAPTAIN RANALD MACDONALD, ROYAL MARINES.

Captain Ranald MacDonald, the third son of Captain Allan MacDonald of
Kingsburgh was born at Flodigarry on the 16th August, 1756. He proceeded to
North Carolina with his family in 1774.

On the 26th July, 1775, Ranald MacDonald was gazetted as Lieutenant to the
Royal Marines, and joined a detachment of that branch of the service stationed at
Halifax. From 1775 till 1780 this detachment was actively engaged in beating off
parties of New Englanders, who were constantly harassing the Province of Nova Scotia.
A notable encounter took place in July, 1777, between his marines and a force of New
Englanders at River St. John’s, where the latter were signally defeated.

In December, 1777, Captain Alexander MacDonald, Commandant of the Royal
Highland Emigrants, writes to Captain Allan MacDonald :—* Your son Ranald is a fine
“ young fellow, and will make an excellent officer if he lives.”

In January, 1778, the same officer again writes : —“Ranald is already in a good
“ corps and pretty far advanced, and probably may have a chance of a company before
“ this work is over.” ’

In September, 1779, Ranald MacDonald was promoted to Captain-Lieutenant, and
in the following year to Captain.

On the arrival of Rodney’s fleet in American waters, Captain Ranald, with his
detachment of marines, was placed on board one of the men-of-war belonging to the
fleet.

At the battle of Eustati (12th April, 1782), “ which of all other victories immortalised
“ the name of Rodney,” Captain Ranald MacDonald and his men fought on board
the “ Princessa,” a ship of 70 guns, commanded by Rear Admiral Drake.

The “ Princessa” began the battle, and as she was ranged alongside her opponent
a desperate fight ensued, in which Captain Ranald was wounded. The contest ended
at sunset, when the Count de Grasse surrendered with his flagship, the “ Ville de Paris.”

This historic ship was presented by the citizens of Paris to Louis XIV., and was
reckoned the most magnificent man-of-war afloat at that time.

Captain Ranald and some other officers were put on board the “ Ville de Paris” in
charge of the prisoners and treasure.

The prize ships were ordered to be brought over to England.

In the month of September, when half-way across the Atlantic, these ships
encountered a terrific storm, which lasted several days; and during the night of the
14th of that month the “ Ville de Paris,” owing to her battered condition, foundered.

Every soul on board perished.

Flora MacDonald was deeply affected at the loss of her son under such peculiarly
sad circumstances, and she wore till the end of her days a handsome memorial ring

containing a small lock of his hair, over which was inscribed, ¢ Ranald MacDonald,
lost in the Ville de Paris.”
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CAPTAIN JAMES MACDONALD, FLODIGARRY.

Captain James MacDonald, Flodigarry, the fourth son of Captain Allan MacDonald
of Kingsburgh, was born at Flodigarry on the 3oth November, 1757.

He was educated partly at home under tutors, and partly at the Portree Public
School.

When seventeen years of age, on his voyage to America, he received his baptéme
de feu on board the emigrant ship “ Baliol,” when she was attacked by a Irench
privateer.

When, in 1776, his father and three elder brothers entered the service of the King
James was left in North Carolina to look after his father's newly-purchased property,
Killiegray, and to protect his mother and young sister, who otherwise would have been
subject to insults and molestation by the rebels.

During his mother’s stay at Killiegray, he jealously but tactfully guarded her
welfare, though on one occasion she herself was forced to show “ her spirited behaviour
“ when brought before the Committee of Rascals in North Carolina.”

In 1779, Flora MacDonald and her daughter returned to Scotland ; and the rebels,
having seized and confiscated Killiegray, James repaired to New York, where he was
given a commission as Lieutenant in Tarlton’s British Legion.

James MacDonald “served with distinction” in the legion from the time of its
arrival in South Carolina (1779) till the surrender of Yorktown in October, 1781, and
was present in the enterprises and actions in which that dashing corps showed such
unflagging energy and unceasing bravery.

At the battle of Camden, where the legion as usual distinguished themselves,
James MacDonald was severely wounded.

It is needless to recapitulate the various doings of the British legion, as they are
related in the notice of Captain Charles MacDonald’s military career.

After the surrender of Yorktown, James MacDonald proceeded on parole to New
York, where he remained till peace was declared.

On the reduction of the legion taking place in October, 1783, James Macdonald
retired on half-pay with the rank of Captain.

On his return to Scotland, in 1784, Captain James MacDonald lived for some time
at Dunvegan Castle (with his brother-in-law, Major MacLeod), who with his wife and
family, during MacLeod's absence in India, occupied the Castle. Major Macl.eod was
engaged for several years in raising recruits for the various Highland regiments and
Fencibles ; and in this duty he was ably assisted by Captain MacDonald.

In 1788, through the kind influence of Lady Margaret MacDonald, he obtained the
lands of Flodigarry, which once more became his home, and where he lived to the end.
of his days.

In 1791, he married Emily, daughter of James MacDonald, of Skaebost, by whom
he had a family of three sons (James, Allan, and John) and three daughters (Jessie,
Flora, and Charlotte). '

On the death of his eldest brother, Captain Charles MacDonald, who died chlldless,
Captain James MacDonald became the head of the Kingsburgh family ; therefore had he
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taken up his residence there, he would have been MacDonald, IX. of Kingsburgh ; but
he never assumed that designation, as Flodigarry continued to be his residence.-

Captain James kept up the reputation of Flodigarry, which his father had laid as
a high-class Highland cattle farm, “the big Flodigarry heifers” being ever eagerly
sought for by cattle-dealers, who, at market times, used to proceed miles out of Portree
to meet them.

Like his father, he was foremost in Highland athletic feats, and on his return
home fought his battles over again on the “ Camanachd ” field. '

Many celebrated “Camanachd” matches took place between his team from
Flodigarry and that of Captain Somerled MacDonald, at Sartle.

Captain James MacDonald was extremely popular amongst his countrymen, on
account of his genial and affable disposition, and in local song and story was familiarly
designated “ Seumas Ruadh Mac Ailein.”

In the summer of 1807, after brief illnesses, he and his wife died at Flodigarry
within a week of one another. :

Caprain James was laid to rest in the Kingsburgh burying ground at Kilmuir
churchyard.

Of Captain James MacDonald’s family, Flora and Charlotte predeceased their
parents. John died in boyhood. Jessie ! married Ninian Jeffrey, Lochcarron, Captain,
Ross-shire Militia. James and Allan entered the East India Company’s Service.

Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, F.R.S., &c., youngest son of Allan
MacDonald of Kingsburgh and the celebrated Flora MacDonald, was born at
Flodigarry, in the Island of Skye, on the 3oth of October, 1759. John MacDonald
was sent at an early age to the Grammar School at Portree and afterwards to the
High School of Edinburgh. He did not in after life forget the scenes of his younger
days, and some time previously to his death he invested a sum of money for the
purpose of giving a medal to the dux of the third class of the High School of
Edinburgh, and another sum for the purchase of a book for the head boy of the
school at Portree, thus evincing his gratitude to those institutions in which he had
imbibed the principles and improved the talents which carried him through life with
credit to himself, utility to his country, and the approbation of all within his sphere
of action.?

He was originally intended for the law, but being of an ardent and enterprising
disposition was anxious for a more active life and coveted the profession of a soldier.
In the year 1780 his wishes were gratified by obtaining, through the influence of Sir
John MacPherson, a cadetship in the service of the East India Company on the
Bombay establishment. He was at first attached to the Infantry, but, in consequence

! Her son, Captain George Jeffrey, greatly distinguished himself under Sir de Lacy Evans at the battle of
Venta Hill on the s5th of May 1836, when he had to be carried off the field with three bullets in his body. He
served afterwards through the Sikh War of 1848-49, was present at the siege and storming of Mooltan, and at
the closing battle of Goojerat.—Mackenzie’s ** History of the MacDonalds.”

* Memoir of Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, F.R.S., &c. London: Printed by J. L. Cox and Son,
Great Queen Street, 1831.
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of his knowledge of fortification, was transferred to the Engineers. In September,
1782, he received the appointment of Ensign in the Corps of Engineers on the Bengal
establishment through the interest of his cousin, Colonel Murray, and was ordered on
duty to Bencoolen, where he arrived in November following. In 1783 he was made
assistant engineer, and was directed by the Governor and Council to survey the Dutch
settlements in the northern parts of Sumatra, which were to be immediately restored
to the Prince of Orange.!

Though the season of the year was adverse to the undertaking, and notwithstanding
that he was at the time suffering from the effects of a severe illness, yet so zealous was
he in the discharge of his professional duties that he performed this arduous task in
a tropical climate with the most consummate skill and scientific accuracy in the short
space of four months. So satisfied were the Government with the manner in which
he had performed his duty on that occasion that they recommended him to the Court
of Directors of the East India Company ¢ as a young officer of great merit and highly
worthy of encouragement ;” and the Governor-General in Council bestowed upon
him in the year 1784 (although he was only an ensign) the brevet rank of captain
while employed in service in the Island of Sumatra, as a special mark of their favour
and approbation.!

Shortly afterwards, owing to his special acquaintance with the science of projectiles,
he received the additional appointment of Commandant of Artillery on that station.
Colonel MacDonald was employed in 1786, by direction of the Governor-General of
Bengal, to survey the harbour and roadstead of Bencoolen, but before he had completed
the survey of Pulo Bay and Rat Island he was recalled to Calcutta by Lord Cornwallis,
and ordered to return by Penang for the purpose of surveying that valuable island
then just ceded to the British Government by the Queen of Queedah. On his arrival
there he found Captain (afterwards General) Kidd employed on that service, and he
consequently proceeded direct to Calcutta. Here, however, he did not remain long,
his knowledge of the language, manners, and habits of the people recommending him
to the Governor-General as a fit person to be sent to Bencoolen to superintend the
military and civil works in operation there, and to complete the survey of the port
and other parts of the west coast of Sumatra. He accordingly returned thither in
1788, and continued on this duty till the year 1796, when, having suffered much from
his laborious professional avocations and the pestilential climate of the island, he
returned to Europe on furlough, where he arrived in January, 1798, after an absence
of nearly seventeen years, the greater part of which was spent in a place proverbial
for its insalubrity.

While at Bencoolen he took observations on the diurnal variation of the magnetic
needle, and so anxious was he to obtain every possible information on this very
interesting subject that (at considerable expense to himself) he went to the Island
of St. Helena, where he remained for some months making similar observations.
The results of his labours were submitted to the Royal Society, and were deemed by

! Memoir of Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, F.R.S., &. London: Printed by J. L. Cox and Son,
Great Queen Street, 1831.
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them worthy of being given to the scientific world. Immediately on his return to
England he was elected a Fellow of the Society.!

Ever active in the discharge of the duties of his profession, he accepted (with
the permission of the East India Company) the post of Captain in the Royal Edinburgh
Volunteer Artillery, which had been offered to him in a season of alarm and danger,
though he was far from being restored to health. On resigning this appointment, in
consequence of being appointed Major in Lord MacDonald’s Regiment of the Isles,
the gentlemen under his command presented him with a superb sword as a mark
of their affection and esteem. While in command of this fine corps (composed of
gentlemen of Edinburgh) he wrote, with the approbation of Sir Ralph Abercromby,
a treatise on “ Some Practical and Theoretical Parts of Artillery.”

In June, 1800, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel of the Royal Clan Alpine Regiment,
and proceeded with that corps on duty to Ireland, where it continued until the peace
of Amiens, when the regiment was disbanded, and he returned with his family to
London.!

At the beginning of the year 1804 Mr. Pitt, having in a very complimentary
manner selected him to be one of his field officers in the Cinque Ports Volunteers,
he removed with his family from London to Dover in March of that year. He had
not been there many hours before, unasked, he embarked in an open boat and
reconnoitred the harbour of Boulogne with a view to obtain information as to the
state of preparation for the threatened French invasion of this country. The results
of his observations (which he made at great personal hazard) on this and various other
-occasions he communicated to the Prime Minister (at his own desire), by whom they
were considered of the utmost importance.

Colonel MacDonald remained at Dover until the Volunteers, having been greatly
reduced in numbers, no longer required a field officer of his rank.

Colonel MacDonald was a voluminous writer on military and scientific subjects.
The following are some of the works he had translated and published, viz. :—¢ Rules
“ and Regulations of the Field Exercise and Manceuvres of the French Infantry ; ” “ An
“ Essay on the Principle and Origin of Sovereign Power ;” “The Experienced Officer,
“ &c.” ; “Instructions for the Conduct of Infantry on Actual Service,” and “The
“ Formation and Manceuvres of Infantry, by the Chevalier Duteil.”

He was also the author of several original works, all displaying talents and
extensive acquirements. His knowledge of music was unusually refined, as appears
by his “Treatise on the Violoncello,” and also that on “The Harmonic System lof
Stringed Instruments,” the merits of which two works had been acknowledged by
the most eminent musical professors of his day.!

As for rewards he met with but few beyond honorary marks of distinction and
the self-approbation of having done his duty. A Chairman of the East India Company
justly remarked that Colonel MacDonald was “one of those destined to labour for
others more than for himself.” He received from the King of the Netherlands a gold

! Memoir of Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, F.R.S., &. London : Printed by J. L. Cox and Sons,
Great Queen Street, 1831.
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snuff-box, and from the King of Prussia a gold medal. Colonel MacDonald died at
Exeter on the 16th of August, 1831, and is buried in the cathedral there. A provincial
newspaper, referring to the Colonel’s death, said :—* The activity of his mind and the
“ benevolence of his heart would not permit him to remain an indifferent spectator
“ of events daily passing around him, and he was in consequence one of the first to
“ step forward upon all occasions of national or local interest, as well as to assist in
“ ameliorating individual or general calamity.”’
The following is the inscription on the monument erected to the memory of
Colonel John MacDonald in Exeter Cathedral : —
Sacred to the memory of
John MacDonald, Esq., F.R.S. and F.AS,,
Fifth son of Captain Allan MacDonald, of the 84th Regiment,
And of Flora MacDonald.
Obit 16th August, 1831.
Aged 72 years.
Beloved by the poor for his benevolence.
Firm in moral rectitude.
In integrity sincere.
He departed this life revered and lamented.
Christianity having to deplore the loss of a disciple
Who admired and venerated her principles and enforced by constant practice
her benevolent and charitable admonitions.

Colonel MacDonald’s family consisted of seven sons and two daughters—
Robert, a Major in the Indian Army ;
John, a Captain in the Indian Army ;
Allan, died young ;
William Pitt, Major-General in the Indian Army ;
Charles Edward, in the Indian Civil Service ;
James, a Captain in the Indian Army ;
Reginald, Lieutenant, 17th Lancers ;
Flora, married Edward Wylde, R.N. ;
Henrietta, who married Benjamin Cuff Greenhill, of Knowle Hall, Somerset

NOTES.

Colonel John MacDonald, of Somerlands, Exeter, youngest son of Captain Allan
MacDonald, Kingsburgh.

During a conversation with George IV. on Jacobite subjects the King remarked
to Colonel MacDonald, “I shall always look upon your mother as having been the
saviour of a member of my family.”

! Memoir of Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, F.R.S., &. London : Printed by J. L. Cox and Sons,
Great Queen Street, 1831,
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Once in conversation with Sir Walter Scott to a query of the Colonel's as to
Flora Maclvor of Waverley, the novelist replied :—‘I do not know but what I had
“ your mother in my mind when I portrayed the character of Flora MacIvor.”

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JAMES SOMERLED MACDONALD OF FLODIGARRY,
45TH MADRAS NATIVE INFANTRY.

Lieutenant-Colonel James Somerled MacDonald, the eldest son of Captain James
MacDonald, was born at Flodigarry on the 29th May, 1792. He was educated at
‘Flodigarry under tutors and afterwards at Inverness Academy. On his leaving school
he resolved to enter the army, and in the following year, through the influence of his
uncle, Lieutenant-Colonel MacDonald, Exeter, a cadetship was promised him in the
East India Company’s service.

In view of this James MacDonald entrusted the management of Flodigarry to his
relative, Lachlan Mackinnon of Corry, and in the autumn of 1810 sailed for Calcutta,
where he arrived in the December of that year.

On the nomination of Sir Thomas Metcalf, and on the recommendation of his
uncle afore-mentioned, James MacDonald received, on the 15th January, 1811, his
commission as Ensign on the Madras Establishment. He proceeded to Madras in the
end of February, and on the 11th March was posted to the 25th Madras Native
Infantry. It may beinteresting to relate that, for the first twelvemonths of his residence
in Madras, Ensign MacDonald shared quarters with a son of the poet Burns, who was
an officer in another Madras regiment.

In the beginning of 1812 the 25th Native Infantry was moved to Lanjan, where
it remained till January, 1813.

In February, 1813, the 25th was ordered to return to Madras, and after long halts
and tedious marches through a country infested with the hostile Pindarries, the regiment
reached its destination in the following July. In September, 1813, James MacDonald
was promoted to Lieutenant, and in the beginning of 1814 was appointed to the
Military Institution at Madras for the purpose of studying Hindustanee, surveying, &c.

To this he refers in a letter to his only surviving sister, Miss MacDonald,
Flodigarry :—*1 have been appointed to the Military Institution at this Presidency.
“ This was effected through the interest of Sir Robert Abercromby, the Governor, who
“ uniformly behaved to me with the most disinterested kindness. He recommended
“.me strongly to some of the heads of departments, and I expect to be well provided
“ for in the course of a few years.”

At Madras Institution Lieutenant MacDonald found himself surrounded by
numerous fellow Highlanders, amongst whom great enthusiasm prevailed for all matters
Celtic, and a Highland Society was formed by these young officers. With reference to
this, in a letter to his sister, he mentions : “ The Governor-General, Sir Robert Aber-
“ cromby, is President of a branch of the Highland Society here. He has paid me a
« great deal of attention, and at his suggestion I was elected an honorary member of
“ the society for the memory of my old grandmother ! A son of the poet Burns was
“ also made an honorary member at the same time. This is the young man with whom

E 2
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¢« 1 wrote you I lived for the first year after my arrival in this country. He and I have
“ always been on the most intimate terms, and I regret very much that we should be
¢ in different corps.” In August, 1815, James MacDonald passed the examinations in
Hindustanee, and for his high proficiency therein obtained an honorary degree and a
reward of £200. He next turned his attention to Persian and surveying, and remained
at the institution prosecuting his studies till December, 1815, when, despite the fact of
the outlying provinces being still subject to the inroads of the Pindarries, all the
officers of the institution were sent to Guntoor for practical surveying.

In this outing what befell Lieutenant MacDonald and his brother officers can best
be related in an extract of a letter to his sister.

“1 remained at my studies in the institution until the month of December, 1815,
when we all went out to put in practice our knowledge of trigonometrical surveying
into the neighbourhood of Guntoor and the banks of the Kistnah. Reports of the
expected approach of the Pindarries were in general circulation, but as I was within
40 miles of two brigades I unfortunately disbelieved them, and continued surveying till
the 11th March, 1816, when, as I was taking a few angles with the theodolite on the top
of a little hill, my servant pointed out some horsemen armed with swords and spears.

“] turned the glass of the theodolite towards them, and to my consternation made
them out to be Pindarries advancing towards me.

1 told my servants to provide for themselves, and mounting my horse set off at
full speed for Guntoor, distant eight miles. Being better mounted than the Pindarries
I gained ground on those pursuing me, but had the ill-luck on nearing Guntoor to
hear a heavy firing there, by which I knew that they were attacking the town.

“ Thus enemies in front and in rear, my horse jaded, what could I do? I deter-
mined to make for Guntoor at all hazards. I therefore spurred my horse towards the
Collector’s office, but I had not gone far when those in front came down in hundreds,
surrounded me, unhorsed me, stripped me ‘to the skin, and had the kindness to give
me one spear and three sabre wounds.

« However, they all turned out slight, and a month afterwards I was as well as ever,
and, what is lucky, none of them have spoiled my beauty ! The spear wound is on the
collar-bone, which saved my life, and the sabre wounds are on the back of my neck.

“ Well, here I was, naked, fatigued, bleeding, thirsty, angry with my own imbecile
Government for permitting, and with the Pindarries for inflicting, such indignities and
suffering.

“ The wounds bled so much I determined to make for Guntoor again, and either
be killed or get to the surgeon, but I thought the former more certain. I walked
through them for some time unmolested, but as I came near the Collector’s office I
saw five or six killed by its fire.

“The remnant of this party on seeing me, galloped up, and when they were just
going to give me the coup de grdce, they were perceived by three or four Sepoys at
thecorner of the Collector’s office, who very judiciously fired at us all (1) in order, if
possible, to save me.

“ None of us, friend or foe, were knocked over. However, they took to their
heels, and I took to mine, but in opposite directions, as you may well imagine.
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“ On entering the Collector’s office I found two serjeants, who were at Guntoor
by accident, defending the house with twenty-five Sepoys against 400 Pindarries.
The doctor had hardly dressed the wounds when I began to fire away like a devil,
and I killed five or six of them before I satisfied my revenge.

«This was a most miraculous escape, as I am the only officer the Pindarries have
ever spared.”

In this adventure Lieutenant MacDonald lost all his baggage, clothing, and his
father’s gold watch.

For his pluck shown he subsequently received a handsome pecuniary reward from
Government.

Letter continued :—

“The institution was abolished by an order from the Court of Directors shortly
after my return to the Presidency. Finding there was nothing to be got, I took a
furlough of four months to Bengal.

¢ Accordingly I arrived there in the month of September, 1816, and after a good
deal of difficulty got admitted to the Civil College, Fort William, Calcutta, as a
student.

¢ Government gave me quarters in the Writer’s Buildings.

“] paid a good deal of attention to the Oriental languages, and in June, 1817,
and December of the same year I obtained degrees of honour and gold medals in
Arabic, Persian, Hindustanee, and Maharatta.

“In January, 1818, I ran up into the Governor-General's camp, in the neighbour-
hood of Gwalior, by dawk, and went 9oo miles in ten days. I was not out of my palki
twelve hours in all, during the whole of the ten days.

“Lord Hastings, the Governor-General, behaved very handsomely, much more
than my most sanguine hopes could have anticipated.

“ He issued a general order directing me to join Sir John Malcolm, and gave me
a letter for him.

“] crossed Central India with a detachment sufficiently strong to prevent our
becoming the prey of the wandering bands of predatory horse with which this
unfortunate country is still infested.

“I joined Sir John Malcolm at Oojein on the 24th March, 1818, and on the same
day, in consequence of the letter from Lord Hastings, was appointed Assistant
Quartermaster-General to Sir John's division, which situation I kept for six days,
when this situation—Assistant to the Political Agent at Bhopaul—falling vacant, I
succeeded..

“ It is a new appointment, made in consequence of the Pindarry War. I shall give
you an abstract of the war, and of the great political changes which India has
undergone within the last few months. Ever since the wars for the succession on the
death of Aurumgzébe, and since the dismemberment of the Mogul Empire, Central India
has been the scene of wars, tumults, and contests between the different Maharatta
States that rose up on the ruins of the Moguls.

“In consequence of this state large bands of predatory horse rose up under
enterprising soldiers of fortune, who used to be hired by the different adverse parties in
their contests.
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- “The men of ability and address among those chiefs founded principalities and
independent states. Scindia, Holkar, and, more recently, Ameer Khan may be given
as instances ; but the smaller fry, the less considerable, were obliged, when they
could not be hired, to plunder, burn, and destroy, and they latterly had systemised
their proceedings to such a degree as to levy money from the villages and districts that
were unable to defend themselves, exactly similar to ¢ the blackmail’ in Scotland.

“These pests of India had in' latter years multiplied so exceedingly, and had
extended their ravages so far and wide, that they at last touched the sacred boundaries
of John Company ; and it was in one of their first and most successful expeditions that
they did me the favour to leave their marks upon me.

“The extirpation of these hell-hounds, whose habits were violent and cruel in the
-extreme, became incumbent on the British, as the most powerful and leading Power in
the East.

“But the regular empires and states derived frequent assistance from these
freebooters, particularly Scindia and Holkar.

¢ It was accordingly likely that we should be involved with all the predatory Powers.

¢« Large armies were assembled at the three Presidencies.

“They advanced from all sides to Malwa (where I am now), the chief haunt of the
Omdarahs.

“As was foreseen, the Peishwa and the Rajah of Nagpoor broke out most
insidiously, and without warning attacked the Residents at their different capitals.

“There happened to be only two battalions at Poonah and the like strength at
Nagpoor, but they repulsed and defeated, after great carnage, armies twenty-five times
their strength.

- “The action at Nagpoor was particularly brilliant, but was a touch-and-go affair.
The battalion to which the two MacDonalds, sons of the Sheriff of Skye, belong was
there, and distinguished itself very much.

¢ Neither of them was touched, though there was great slaughter among the officers.

“The result of the war is, that the Rajah of Nagpoor is a prisoner in our camp.
The Peishwa lost his crown and country, but is not yet mastered or caught.

“The army of the Holkar was defeated and dispersed in a very gallant manner at
the Ludpoor, about sixty miles from this place—Bhopaul. In short, we are pencilling
and dividing India as to us seems fit.

1, as one of the Corps Diplomatique, have the negotiations, &c., which take place
all over India within my reach.”

Lieutenant MacDonald continued to reside at Bhopaul till October, 1822, when
owing to ill-health he was obliged to resign his appointment and go on furlough to
-England, where he arrived in the beginning of 1823.

After his arrival in London he was much consulted by the India Office authorities
as to the political and military affairs in the native states of the Madras Presidency,
and for some months he was engaged in compiling a work relative thereto.

In the end of 1823, after an absence of thirteen years, Lieutenant MacDonald
returned to Flodigarry, where he resided for some time.

His only sister afore-mentioned had by this time married Ninian Jeffrey, Captain
in the Ross-shire Militia, and was settled at Attadale, Lochcarron,
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With his sister he remained on a visit of some months, returning to London in the
spring of 1824, when he received promotion as Captain.

During the summer of 1824 a controversy arose between Lord:MacDonald of the
Isles and Glengarry as to the chiefship, &c. of the clan, and in course of the corre-
spondence between the two chiefs Glengarry used language which his opponent
considered unjustifiable and requiring explanation, if not redress.

Lord MacDonald deputed Captain James MacDonald, as being an intimate friend
and representative of his senior cadet family—the MacDonalds of Kingsburgh, Captain
MacDonald being X. of that designation—to act for him as his second in this delicate
matter. Captain James strenuously but tactfully supported his chief throughout the
whole controversy, which was no easy task when dealing with a man of Glengarry’'s
fiery nature.!

Matters came to a crisis in September, 1824, shortly after the northern meeting,
at which all parties were present. On the 3rd October Lord MacDonald handed over
the correspondence to Captain James, who on the same evening and again on the
following morning called upon Glengarry. Glengarry did not appear to be in a humour
to be reasoned with, and after some conversation of an altercatory nature, Captain
James took his leave, perceiving that evidently the affair would end seriously, and
that Glengarry would send his seconds to arrange a meeting. The same evening at a
dinner party at Lord MacDonald’s, Colonel D’Este was introduced to Captain James
as Glengarry's “ friend.”

Colonel D’Este then repeated to Captain MacDonald the explanation or apology
that he had been authorised to make on the part of Glengarry,  That Glengarry had
“ not the remotest intention of hurting Lord MacDonald’s feelings or giving him
‘ personal offence, and he regretted he was so understood.” This apology was
accepted by Captain MacDonald, and, after both seconds agreeing that the corre-
spondence should be kept private, the affair ended. Captain MacDonald proceeded
with Lord MacDonald to Armadale, and from thence to Flodigarry.

In the end of November the dispute broke out afresh, in consequence of Glengarry
having published part of the correspondence in the newspapers. Captain James was
again to the fore as second to his chief, and was obliged, in the beginning of December,
to send his own version of the affair to the public prints, a long notice of which appeared
in the “Caledonian Mercury.”

Again it was feared that a meeting would have to be arranged, but through the
tact of Captain MacDonald that unpleasant contingency was happily avoided, and so
in time the matter dropped. In recognition of his loyal services, Lord MacDonald
presented his second with a complete Highland costume of Somerled MacDonald
tartan, with ornaments.

In this costume Captain MacDonald appeared at a Levée held by George IV., at
St. James's Palace, in the spring of 1825. Captain MacDonald’s furlough being up in
May, 1825, he succeeded in having it extended for a twelvemonth, with a view to his
obtaining, through the India Office, a diplomatic appointment at one of the native states.

' Glengarry, after a former northern meeting, killed in a duel Lieutenant Norman MacLeod, a first cousin
of Captain James MacDonald.
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In the summer of 1825, whilst in London, Captain MacDonald, as heir to his
grandfather, Captain Allan MacDonald of Kingsburgh, attempted to establish his
claim to the grant of land in Nova Scotia, which his grandfather had received from
Government for his services rendered throughout the American War of Independence
(vide notice Captain Allan MacDonald).

However, after much inquiry and correspondence, he could make nothing of it,
as the land had been forfeited to Government owing to the non-residence of the
grantees.

After a farewell visit to Flodigarry, and to his friends in the Highlands, Captain
James MacDonald sailed for India in September, 1826.

Not having been successful in obtaining a diplomatic appointment, on his arrival
at Madras he was posted to the 45th Madras Native Infantry. In August, 1827, he
was appointed Brigade-Major in Malabar and Canara, which post he held for seven
years. The Napoleonic wars over, cattle farming in the Highlands was carried on
under very unremunerative conditions, and, after battling with falling prices for thirteen
years, on the advice of his agent, Lachlan Mackinnon of Corry, Captain James, with
much reluctance, gave up Flodigarry at the Whitsuntide term of 1828.

In the beginning of 1834 the Coorg war broke out, and in March of that year
Captain MacDonald was appointed Deputy-Assistant-Adjutant-General to the 3rd or
western column of the field force fighting in Coorg.

Colonel Fowler commanding the column writes on the 7th April, 1834, to the
Secretary of State for India :—“To Captain James MacDonald, Deputy-Assistant-
“ Adjutant-General, who was most forward on all occasions, and to whose energy and
“ exertions I am equally indebted with Captain Butterworth ; as well on the evening
“ of the 2nd, as on the attacks on the 3rd, Captain MacDonald led the light company
‘“ and Grenadiers of the 32nd Regiment to take the last stockade in reverse.

“ The ascent was steep and the enemy defended every tree.

“ Captain MacDonald received the Rajah’s vakeels, translated the letters, and
contrived, without allowing the Rajah'’s title, to keep them in good humour and give us
supplies.”

The war over in September, 1834, and the force disbanded, Captain MacDonald
was directed to rejoin his regiment, and resume his duty as Major of Brigade in
Malabar and Canara.

In January, 1837, owing to the Colonel of the 45th Native Infantry having
received an appointment in Palaveram, Captain MacDonald, as senior officer, got
command of his regiment, which he held till June of the same year, when, the
Mabhratta translator having been removed from the army, ¢“the Governor was pleased
to appoint Captain MacDonald to that office.”

In April, 1839, he was appointed to act as secretary to the College Board and
Committee for Native Education at Madras.

In August of the same year he was promoted to Major.

In February, 1840, owing to ill-health, he was obliged to resign his appointments,
and go on sick leave to the Neilgherry hills.
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After some months' residence at the Neilgherries his health was somewhat
restored, and he rejoined his regiment, of which he remained in command till
September, 1842.

In that month his health again becamed impaired and he was forced to proceed to
Europe on furlough.

- In the beginning of 1843 he received his promotion as Lieutenant-Colonel.

In the spring and summer of 1843 he spent some months at Arcachon and Vichy
vainly endeavouring to establish his health.

By August he reached London in fast failing health, and there, on the 28th of
that month, he died, in the fifty-first year of his age.

Colonel MacDonald was buried in Kensal Green Cemetery, where a simple Roman
cross of white marble marks his last resting-place.

CAPTAIN ALLAN RANALD MACDONALD, FLODIGARRY, 4TH BENGAL NATIVE
INFANTRY.

Captain Allan Ranald MacDonald, the second son of Captain James MacDonald,
was born at Flodigarry on the 22nd January, 1800.

His father and mother having died when he was only seven years of age, he was
placed under the care of his relative, Lachlan Mackinnon of Corry, and brought
up at Corry House.

At the age of twelve he was sent to Elgin Academy, returning to Corry during
vacations.

His education completed in the beginning of 1818, Allan Ranald received a
commission as Ensign in the East India Company’s service, through the influence of his
uncle, Colonel MacDonald, Exeter ; and on his arrival in Calcutta in the March of that
year he was posted to the 1st Bengal Native Infantry.

In the following October he was promoted to Lieutenant.

Having a natural aptitude for languages, Lieutenant Allan Ranald on his arrival in
India, applicd himself to the study of Oriental languages, and a&er passing the
necessary examinations therein, he was appointed in May, 1822, Interpreter and
Quartermaster to his corps.

In March, 1825, he exchanged these appointments for that of Adjutant to his corps.

In January, 1829, Lieutenant MacDonald exchanged into the 4th Bengal Native
Infantry, in which regiment he again acted as Interpreter and Quartermaster.

In August, 1831, he was promoted to Captain.

In December, 1833, Captain MacDonald was appointed to act as Deputy-Assistant-
Adjutant-General of the Saugor Division, which post he held till September, 1834, when
he was appointed A.D.C. to Brigadier-General Smith, Commandant of that division.

On the 17th February, 1835, Captain MacDonald was directed to act as Deputy-
Judge-Advocate-General to the same division.

In 1836 he married Leila, elder daughter of Brigadier-General Smith.

In December, 1837, Captain MacDonald was appointed Brigade-Major to the
Oude Auxiliary Force, which was employed in quelling risings of the natives in that
province.

F
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In a letter dated 1oth April, 1838, the Governor-General, Lord Auckland, states
that ¢ Captain MacDonald was marked as eminently possessing the necessary
“« qualifications for this duty, and he was designated by Lieutenant-Colonel Anquetal
« as the officer whom he would himself select, and upon whom he could best depend
“ for efficient co-operation.”

In July, 1839, the Governor-General writes “ of the favourable testimony borne
“ by Brigadier Anquetal to Captain MacDonald’s zeal and efficiency as Major of
“ Brigade to the Oude Auxiliary Force.”

In December, 1839, the troubles in Oude being over, the Auxiliary Force was
abolished, and Captain MacDonald was given command of the Bundlecund Legion,
which command he held till May, 1841.

At that date he was appointed Commandant of the Oude Native Infantry.

Captain MacDonald, while in command of this force, was taken suddenly ill at
Lucknow in the end of December, 1841, and on the 2nd January, 1842, he died, in the
forty-second year of his age, survived by his widow and three children—a son and
two daughters.

“Captain Allan Ranald MacDonald was a man of great ability, and may be
honourably mentioned amongst those officers who in the early decades of the present
century so materially helped to build up and consolidate our Indian Empire.”

He was beloved alike by the officers and men of his corps, and they, out of
regard and affection for their commandant, erected a handsome monument over his

ave.
& Captain MacDonald’s widow survived him till February, 1896, when she died at
her residence, Clarence House, Windsor.

Of his three children, his son Reginald Somerled held an appointment in the
Colonial Office for many years.

He married Zela, daughter of Sir William Grove, and died in 1874, leaving two
daughters, Flora, who married Captain Duff Baker, R.A., and Leila, who married
Hubert Crackanthorpe.

Of Captain MacDonald’s two daughters, Ellen died young, and Leila Flora, who
was remarkable for her great beauty, married Marshal Canrobert.

The Maréchale Canrobert died in 1889, leaving three children—Marcel, Lieutenant
in the Regiment of Spahis; Claire, married to Henri de Navacelle, Lieutenant de
Vaisseau ; and Louis, who died in 1894. Marshal Canrobert died in 189s.

Lieutenant-Colonel John MacDonald, son of Allan MacDonald of Kingsburgh
and Flora MacDonald, had five sons in the military service, viz. :—Major Robert
MacDonald, Captain John MacDonald, Major-General William Pitt MacDonald,
Captain James MacDonald, all in the Indian Army ; and Lieutenant Reginald
MacDonald, in the 17th Lancers.!

Major-General William Pitt MacDonald was appointed as an Ensign in the 21st
Native Infantry Regiment on the 6th of April, 1820; Lieutenant on the 1oth of

! Mackenzie's “ History of the Macdonalds.”
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January, 1822 ; Captain on the gth of November, 1831 ; Major on the 6th of October,
1851, and subsequently he reached the rank of a general officer.

In his examination in Hindustanee on the 4th of May, 1829, Lieutenant MacDonald
was reported to have made ¢ first-class progress, and on the 21st of May in the following
“ year he passed a creditable examination in that language, and was recommended to
¢ continue his studies for the reward.” !

In reporting the capture of one of the fugitive Kemedy rebel chiefs in May, 1833,
Major Baxter said “ the clue of information, it is due to Captain MacDonald to say, was
“ obtained by him which led to the Subidar’s success during Captain MacDonald’s
“ absence on duty at Polcondan.” The enemy having taken confidence from their
success in the attack upon Major Baxter, Mr. Russell, the Commissioner, in a demi-
official letter, wrote :—‘ If a detachment comes from Vizanagrum, pray take care that
“ it is under an officer junior to MacDonald, as it is an advantage to me to correspond
“ with a man who knows Kemedy and its politics.” Accordingly Captain MacDonald
was appointed on the 13th of January, 1834, to act as a staff officer to the field
detachment under Major Nash’s command, with regard to which appointment Brigadier-
General Taylor said :—¢* Captain MacDonald has been selected by Major Nash for the
“ above situation from his local knowledge, zeal, and activity in the service while
“ under the command of the late Major Baxter, and his general character as an
“ officer, and I must beg to bear my testimony to the latter from my own continued
“ observation.”

On the restoration of tranquillity in the district, General Taylor reported that
Major Nash spoke of the conduct of his ¢ Brigade-Major, Captain MacDonald, in terms
“ of high encomium ;” and the General himself added that he had much reason to be
pleased with him in his situation of Deputy-Judge-Advocate-General on the trials of
the rebels that had been brought forward:—¢ Captain MacDonald is an officer of much
 promise, and well deserving of further employment,” concluded the report, and in a
General Order, dated 1st July, 1834, it is stated : “that the Governor-General has
“ observed with pleasure the approbation expressed by Brigadier-General Taylor of the
“ services of Captain MacDonald as Brigade-Major, and officiating Deputy-Judge-
“ Advocate-General with the force lately employed in the Ganjam District. In
“ consideration of the peculiar and difficult duty he has had to perform, and of his
“ having been indefatigable in his exertions to fulfil it, the Governor-General in
¢ Council forwards his case ' for the consideration of the Supreme Government.”

In December, 1835, Captain MacDonald was directed to join the 3rd Light
Infantry, and to do duty with the detachment in the Ganjam District, where he was
appointed as Judge-Advocate to conduct such trials as might be held there as well as at
Vizagapatam.

On the 21st of January, 1836, he took charge of the Judge-Advocate-General's
Department of the Goomsoor Field Force. On the restoration of peace in the Ganjam
he again received the approbation of the Governor-General in Council, the Commissioner

' India Office Records.
F 2
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(the Honourable Mr. Russell) having reported that Captain MacDonald had ¢ conducted
“ with great ability the trials under military law.”

General William Pitt MacDonald (then a Captain) was employed as a Deputy-
Paymaster to the Madras troops which served with the Eastern Expedition on the

Yang-tse-Kiang River (under a General Order dated sth November, 1844), for which
he received the China War medal.!

THE MACDONALDS OF SCALPAY.

Lieutenant-General Sir John MacDonald, G.C.B., Adjutant-General to the Forces,
a son of Norman MacDonald of Scalpay by Susannah MacAlister, his wife, was
appointed an Ensign in the 89th Foot on the 15th of April, 1795; Lieutenant on the
2nd of February, 1796 ; Captain on the 22nd of October, 1802 ; Major in the gg9th Foot
on the 28th of February, 1805; Major, half-pay, in the 1oth West India Regiment on
the 21st of March, 1805; Major in the 43rd Foot on the 2oth of February, 1806 ;
Lieutenant-Colonel in the 51st Foot on the 17th of March, 1808 ; Lieutenant-Colonel
in the goth Foot on the 21st of April, 1808 ; Lieutenant-Colonel in the sth Garrison
Battalion on the 16th of June, 1808 ; Lieutenant-Colonel, half-pay, in the 1st Garrison
Battalion on the 11th of August, 1808 ; Colonel, Brevet, on the 4th of June, 1814 ;
Major-General on the 27th of May, 1825 ; Lieutenant-General on the 28th of June,
1838 ; Colonel of the 67th Foot on the 25th of August, 1838 ; and Colonel of the 42nd
Royal Highlanders (the Black Watch) on the 15th of January, 1844. He served as
Deputy-Adjutant-General from the 14th of August, 1818, to the 26th of July, 1830, and
Adjutant-General from the 27th of July, 1830, to the date of his death, which took
place in London on the 28th of March, 1850.%

Sir John MacDonald* served with the 8g9th Regiment in Ireland during the
Rebellion of 1798, and was present at the battles of Ross, Vinegar Hill, and other
principal actions. In 1799 and 1800 he was at the siege of La Valetta and capture- of
Malta. He served in Egypt in the three following years, and was present in the action
of the landing on the 8th of March, and also in the two other general actions fought on
the 13th and 21st of March, 1801. In 1807 he was employed as Military Secretary to
Lord Cathcart whilst his Lordship commanded the King’s German Legion as a distinct
army in Swedish Pomerania, as well as during the subsequent attack upon and capture
of Copenhagen and the Danish Fleet. In 1809 he served in the Walcheren Expedition,
and had charge of the Adjutant-General’s department of the. reserve commanded by
Sir John Hope. In the following year he was employed as Deputy-Adjutant-General
to the force allotted to the defence of Cadiz, under Lieutenant-General Graham
(afterwards Lord Lynedoch), and was present at the battle of Barossa. In 1813 and
1814 he was employed in charge of the left wing of the Peninsular Army, and in that
capacity was present in the actions of the gth, 1oth, 11th, and 12th of December, 1813,
upon the Nive, and in the affairs which attended the closing of the blockade of
Bayonne, and at the action brought on by the general sortie from that fortress. Sir John
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received a medal for his services in Egypt, and a gold medal and one clasp for Barossa
and the Nive.!

The following extract from “ The British Army Despatch ” of the time shows how
highly popular the Adjutant-General was in the Army :—

“ Rewards for military services. The ‘ Gazette’ of Friday last contained the long
expected announcement of the appointment of Lieutenant-General Lord Fitzroy James
Henry Somerset, K.C.B., Colonel of the 53rd, and Lieutenant-General Sir John
MacDonald, K.C.B., Colonel of the 42nd Highlanders, to be Knights Grand Cross of
the Most Honourable Order of the Bath. These appointments, we are sure, will be
received by the Army with great satisfaction. In the decoration of these distinguished
officers the Army will recognise an honour conferred upon the whole service.”

The following obituary notice of Lieutenant-General Sir John MacDonald, G.C.B,,
which appeared in “ The British Army Despatch " of those days, speaks for itself :—

“It is with feelings of the sincerest regret that our Journal contains this day the
announcement of the lamented decease of Lieutenant-General Sir John MacDonald,
G.C.B,, Colonel of the 42nd Highlanders and Adjutant-General to the British Army.
It has often been our duty to record the loss to the service of many brave and estimable
officers distinguished in the heroic annals of their country; but never since the
establishment of this paper have we found ourselves before wholly incompetent to
express in language strong enough the feelings of poignant regret which we now
experience at the loss the soldier, the service, and the country have suffered in the
death of Sir John MacDonald. After fifty-six years’ faithful and gallant duty this
distinguished officer has ¢ passed to that bourne fromwhence no traveller returns.” Sir
John transacted business at the Adjutant-General’s office on Monday. On Tuesday
he was taken unwell with an attack of bronchitis. On Wednesday he rallied, but on
Thursday, at eleven, in his eightieth year, he was summoned before his Maker. He had
the week before attended, in health and spirits, the dinner given by the United Service
Club to Lord Gough, and participated with enthusiasm in the reception given to the
gallant hero of the Punjaub. Sir John held a position no less honourable than arduous ;
the whole of the correspondence relating to the arming and allotting of the troops,
leave of absence, and discharging and transfer of soldiers, appointment or removal of
general or other officers to or from the staff, the recruiting of the army, military
regulations, and all subjects connected with the discipline, equipment, and efficiency of
the army passed through the hands of the Adjutant-General. Nobly did that lamented
officer perform those duties, and with candour and rectitude of purpose maintain that
course of undeviating impartiality which secured for him the gratitude of the whole
army. As a soldier Sir John excelled in gallantry on the field ; as an officer his
public duties were performed with zeal and dignity ; as a gentleman he was ever
ready to befriend the friendless, rebuke the tyrant, and shield the honourable from
malice and injustice ; as a parent he was all that a kind heart and noble nature could
exhibit ; and as a Christian he forgot not the *fatherless and the widowed, and he
offered an example of the purest precept of our religion by ¢doing as he would wish
to be done by To the claimant upon his attention he was ever ready to give a
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willing ear and a cheerful audience. When advice was wanted he offered it with
frankness and urbanity. When his services were required to admonish the misdeeds
of the oppressor and take the part of the oppressed he was ever ready ; to the man
of influence he acted with dignity, and to the child ‘ whose fortune was his sword’
he offered the hand of friendship. It was never considered by him, in the multiplicity
of his duties, beneath the high position he held to privately write, without the assistance
of official routine, to advise or give timely caution to the subaltern. The despot has
met from him a cold reception ; and of the machinations of evil minds he often quietly
gave warning to the unconscious victim. The hours that might have been spent in
relaxation from duties so onerous have been often devoted in his closet to the
correspondence suggested by his kind and generous nature. The set days for general
levées at the Horse Guards were punctually kept by him, but the urgent necessity or
business of the officer had ever with Sir John MacDonald an immediate audience, and
the unobtrusive card of the ensign obtained as high a favour as that sought by the
general. As a mediator between the high authorities he was not unwilling to act ; and
he ever as cheerfully pressed the claims of the humble as he would represent those of
the noble. To officers in the service he acted as the high-minded gentleman, and when
that service had been relinquished he still watched with interest the prosperity in life
of those young officers whom he had befriended when serving under his orders. If the
thoughtless needlessly transgressed in discipline, Sir John MacDonald was the first to
influence himself on their behalf ; and the same post which has caused a reprimand
or an order of arrest has also borne with it a quiet, unobtrusive note - from ¢ John
MacDonald’ to cheer up the drooping spirits of the careworn. The buzz of the
smiling toady has ceased to give utterance to venom and spite when the poison has
had conveyed with it an unerring antidote in the rapid caution of the kind-hearted
Adjutant-General. It was but the other day we stood foremost to repel with scorn a
cowardly attack upon the fame of the gallant soldier ; and little did we then think
that so soon would the object of malevolence be removed far from the chilling
ingratitude of man. The loathing words of abuse must now fall coldly on the ear of
the detractor. The good old Adjutant-General is to be envied, but not his traducer.
We speak advisedly when we say the service has sustained a loss which it is impossible
to remedy. His position can never be filled as it has been. Discipline may be coldly
maintained, but that which renders an obedience to discipline a pleasure will long seek
in vain for an Adjutant-General such as has passed from us. The spirit which main-
tained the system at the Horse Guards so long in a state of perfection is no longer
present to guide its destinies. New blood may be introduced, but not better ; new
ideas may claim precedence, but not so sound as those which for so many years guided
the authorities at the head-quarters of the British Army. Sir John MacDonald has
passed away from us, and the soldier offers his tribute of regret. Let his name still
be cherished as a household word embodying justice, rectitude, and humanity ; let
his memory be revered and engraven on the hearts of the brave and loyal. A
faithful champion of our monarchical institutions, let his honoured ashes rest in a tomb
worthy of his name ; let the sepulchre rites record the regret of the nation at his loss ;
and though no royal dignities remain to be proclaimed by the Garter King-at-Arms,
yet the scroll of chivalric deeds will form an escutcheon as lasting and honourable to
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the patriot’s heart as the ‘style’ of more sacred memory. One of the bravest knights
of Peninsular heroism passed to the tomb when the helmet and pennon of Sir John
MacDonald lowered to the summons of a higher order. But the ‘body is buried in
peace and the name lives evermore.’”

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL ALEXANDER MAcDoNaLD, C.B,, ROYAL ARTILLERY.

This brilliant soldier (a son of Norman MacDonald of Scalpay and Susannah
MacAlister, his wife) was born in the Island of Skye on the 10th of November, 1786,
and entered the army at the age of seventeen years and one month. He was com-
missioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Artillery on the 3rd of December, 1803 ;
First Lieutenant on the 1st of May, 1804 ; Second Captain on the 1st of October, 1812 ;
Brevet-Major in the army on the 18th of June, 1815; Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel
in the army on the 21st of June, 1817; Captain in the Royal Artillery on the 12th
of December, 1826 ; Brevet-Colonel in the army on the 1oth of January, 1837;
Lieutentant-Colonel in the Royal Artillery on the 13th of August, 1840 ; Major-General
in the army on the gth of November, 1846 ; and Lieutenant-General in the army
on the 20th of June, 1854.!

Alexander MacDonald was a soldier born, and a soldier he would be in spite of
fate. It is said that at first more than one obstacle was put in his way to prevent his
going to the army, but eventually he gained his object. He first saw active service
at the Cape of Good Hope in the expeditionary force which was sent there in 1805,
under General Sir David Baird. The expedition reached its destination on the sth
of January, 1806. The campaign was sharp and short. On the 8th of January Sir
David Baird attacked the Dutch army, and on the 18th of the same month he received
the surrender of the colony.

In the same year Lieutenant MacDonald proceeded from the Cape of Good Hope
to Buenos Ayres (in the expedition commanded by General Beresford), where he was
twice severely wounded, and named in the official despatches® for his gallant conduct.

Alexander MacDonald served in the campaigns of 1809, 1810, 1811, 1812, 1813,
and 1814; in the Peninsula and in France as a subaltern in Ross'’s troop ; at Waterloo
as Second Captain of Major Norman Ramsay’s superb troop of Royal Horse Artillery,
where he was severely wounded,” and where he had the proud distinction of his troop
being singled out for praise by Napoleon (the great master of artillery tactics), who
asked one of his staff ¢ what officer was in charge of that battery of Horse Artillery,
“ as he worked it and rushed it about so well”; and at the capture of Paris in 1815,
under His Grace the Duke of Wellington. In the course of the campaigns just men-
tioned he was engaged at the Battles of the Coa and Busaco in 1810; in the affairs
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of Redinha, Pombal, Condetia, and Foss de Roos in 1811 ; at the battles of Fuentes
d’'Onor and Salamanca, and at the affair of San Munios in 1812. In 1813 he was
present at the battle of Vittoria, the siege of San Sebastian, .and the battle of the
Pyrenees. In 1814 he took part in the affairs of the Garve Dolloron and Ayres, and in
the battle of Toulouse. He was mentioned in public orders and in Lord Hill’s despatch
for the affair of Ayres. General MacDonald received the Peninsular War medal with
eight clasps, the Waterloo medal, the high military Order of St. Anne of Russia, was
made a Companion of the Bath,! and Governor of Honduras.

“At the battle of Busaco” (so runs the official record) ‘“the guns under his
“ command rendered most important service.”

He was Subaltern of Captain Norman Ramsay’s celebrated troop of Royal
Horse Artillery at the battle of Fuentes d'Onor, which was fought on the s5th of
May, 1811, and took part in “the brilliant feat of arms” (as Napier well describes
it) which was performed on that memorable occasion—an achievement which is
still unique in character, and probably for the soldierly qualities (in the face of a
most serious crisis) of prompt decision, instant action, resolute leading, and superb
discipline, intelligent and effective, combined with valour that knew no fear, will never
be excelled. Napier, in a passage of graphic beauty, thus depicts the scene: “ After
“ one shock in which the enemy were partially checked . . . . . . the cavalry
“ withdrew behind the Light Division. Houston’s people being thus entirely exposed
“ were charged strongly, and Captain Norman Ramsay’s Horse Artillery was cut off
¢« and surrounded. The Light Division instantly threw itself into squares,® but the main
‘ body of the French horsemen were upon the 7th Division ere a like formation could
“ be effected. Nevertheless the troops stood firm. Immediately after this a great
“ commotion was observed amongst the French squadrons. Men and officers closed
“ in confusion towards one point, where a thick dust was rising, and where loud cries
“ and the sparkling of blades and flashing of pistols indicated some extraordinary
“ occurrence. Suddenly the multitude was violently agitated. An English shout
“ arose, the mass was rent asunder, and Norman Ramsay burst forth at the head of his
“ battery, his horses breathing fire and stretching like greyhounds along the plain, his
“ guns bounding like things of no weight, and the mounted gunners, in close and
“ compact order, protecting the rear.” *

That was truly “a brilliant feat of arms.” It was “ magnificent,” and at the same
time it was “ war.”

The battle of Vittoria (so disastrous to the French arms) was fought on the 21st
of June, 1813. The enemy left much of their baggage on the field of battle, and
succeeded in taking only two of their field guns out of action. On the 25th of June
MacDonald “came up with the retreating enemy and succeeded in dismounting one of
“ the only two guns which they had extricated from the field of Vittoria.”

The siege of San Sebastian was begun in the beginning of July, 1813. On the
24th of that month General Sir Thomas Graham (afterwards Lord Lynedoch) attempted
to take the fortress (then one of the strongest in Europe) by storm, but was repulsed
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with a loss of 2,000 men; and on the 27th he was compelled to raise the siege. It
was renewed, however, after the defeat of Soult at the foot of the Pyrenees on the 28th
and 29th, and in repeated assaults the British suffered severely. There were many
brave men in that besieging army, but to General Alexander MacDonald of Scalpay
(then Captain) fell the honour of showing the way into San Sebastian. “One dark
“ night during the siege of San Sebastian he forded the River Urumea and made a
“ reconnaissance under the enemy’s batteries. By this daring act-it was made known
“ that the river was fordable.”! On the 31st of August Sir Thomas Graham became
master of the most important works at a loss of 3,000 men, and on the gth of
September the citadel surrendered.

General MacDonald married Susanna (sister of Brigadier-General Strangways and
niece of the Earl of Ilchester). He died at Aix-la-Chapelle on the 3ist day of
May, 1856.

Colonel Archibald MacDonald, K.H., a son of Norman MacDonald of Scalpay and
Susannah MacAlister, his wife, joined the army as an Ensign in the 89th Foot on the
24th of June, 1795 ; was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on the 29th of May, 1796 ;
to that of Captain on the 14th of February, 1803 ; was transferred to the 45th Foot on
the 13th of October, 1808 ; tothe 1st West India Regiment on the 27th of June, 1811;
to the 3rd (afterwards the 1st) Garrison Battalion on the 21st of January, 1813 ; made
Lieutenant-Colonel, Brevet, on the 25th of November of the same year; Major on
half-pay in the 1st Garrison Battalion on the 24th of September, 1817 ; Inspecting Field
Officer of the Guards’ Recruiting District on the 18th of June, 1825; was Major of a
Brigade from the 25th of February, 1806, to the 24th of December, 1809 ; Assistant
Adjutant-General in England, and on particular service from the 25th of September,
1813, to the 24th of March, 1817; went out with Lord Combermere (the famous
Peninsular cavalry officer, better known as Sir Stapleton Cotton), and served as Adjutant-
General in the East Indies from the 2nd of June, 1825, to the time of his death, which
took place at Bengal on the 24th of November, 1827.!

Colonel MacDonald served in the disastrous Walcheren Expedition in 1809, and
throughout the Peninsular War, for the greater part of the time on the Staff, and in
recognition of his meritorious services he was created a Knight of the Hanoverian Order
of the Guelphs.

General John A. M. MacDonald, C.B., Indian Staff Corps, son of Colonel Archibald
MacDonald, K.H., of Scalpay, was appointed as an Ensign on the z1st of February,
1843 ; Lieutenant on the 15th of December, 1847 ; Captain on the 18th of June, 1857 ;
Major on the 24th of March, 1858 ; Lieutenant-Colonel on the 29th of April, 1866 ;
Colonel on the 23rd of February, 1874 ; Major-General on the 19th of September,
1855 ; Lieutenant-General on the 12th of January, 1889 ; and General on the 1st of
April, 1894.
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- General MacDonald served as Deputy-Quarter-Master-General to the headquarters
of the Persian Expeditionary Force in 1857, for which he received a medal and clasp.
He acted in the same capacity with the Indian Field Force in the same year; and was
present at the capture of Dhar, and Mundisore, and in the action at Gurraria.

General MacDonald was appointed Assistant-Quarter-Master-General to Sir Hugh
Rose, and served in that capacity throughout the Central India campaign ; was present
at the capture of Rhatghur ; in the action of Barodia ; at the relief of Saugor ; at the
capture of Gorrakota ; in the action at the Pass of Muddenpore ; at the battle of
Betwa (where his horse was killed) ; at the siege and storming of Jhansi; in the
actions of Koonch and Mutra ; at the battle of Galowlee, and at the capture of Calpee.
For his services in this campaign he was made a Brevet-Major, and received a medal
and clasp. After the termination of the Central Indian campaign he served as
Assistant - Quarter-Master-General with the field columns operating south of the
Nerbudda, under the command of Sir Hugh Rose, and on the conclusion of these
operations he was appointed Assistant-Quarter-Master-General of the Rajpootana Field
Force ; but was subsequently transferred to the Poona Division, which appointment he
held until he was promoted to be Deputy-Quarter-Master-General at Bombay, and head
of the Transport Department. Afterwards he was appointed Deputy Secretary, and
finally Secretary, to the Government, in charge of the Military Departments.

General MacDonald was granted a Good Service Pension in 1881, and was placed
on the unemployed and supernumerary list in 1892.

Major-General Norman MacDonald (son of Matthew Norman MacDonald Hume
of Ninewells, and grandson of Norman MacDonald of Scalpay by his wife, Susannah
MacAlister), entered the army as an Ensign in the 39th Foot on the 14th of May,
1852 ; was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on the 24th of June, 1853 ; to that of
Captain on the 27th of July, 1855 ; placed on half-pay on the 1oth of November, 1857 ;
transferred to the 5th Foot on the 23rd of October, 1857 ; made Brevet-Major on the
3oth of April, 1875 ; Major in the same corps on the 5th of October, 1872 ; Lieutenant-
Colonel, Brevet, on the 1st of October, 1877 ; removed to half-pay on the 5th of October,
1879 ; appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the Northumberland Fusiliers (5th Foot) on the
1st of July, 1881 ; Colonel in the army on the 1st of October, 1881 ; placed on half-pay
on the 22nd of February, 1886 ; and on retired pay on the 2nd of September of the
following year, with the honorary rank of Major-General.

General MacDonald served in the Crimean Campaign of 1854-55; was present at
the siege and fall of Sebastopol, at the assaults on the Redan on-the 18th of June and
8th of September, 1855 ; was mentioned in despatches,' received the British war medal
with a clasp for the Crimean campaign, and also the Turkish medal and the sth class
of the Order of the Medjidie.

General Macdonald (then a Captain) acted as Assistant Military Secretary on the
Staff in Mauritius from the 17th of April, 1859, to the 4th of June, 1862. He died at
Ayr on the 17th of September, 1892.!
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Brigadier-General the Right Honourable J. H. A. MacDonald, C.B., V.D. (son- of
Matthew Norman MacDonald Hume of Ninewells, by his second wife, Grace, daughter
of Sir John Hay, of Smithfield and Haystoune, Baronet, and grandson of Norman
MacDonald of Scalpay), was born on the 27th of December, 1836. His great-grand-
mother was a sister of Allan MacDonald of Kingsburgh, husband of the celebrated
Flora MacDonald.

- It need hardly be asserted that General MacDonald (“the heaven-born soldier,” a
soubriquet by which he has been generally known since 1862, when it was bestowed
upon him at a review by General Walker, then Commander-in-Chief in Scotland,
because of the masterly manner in which on that occasion he handled his battalion)
has come of a warlike race. Many members of his family have served their Sovereign
and country well in all parts of the world, as may be seen elsewhere in this work. His
father's seven brothers were all soldiers, three of whom rose to great distinction, viz. :—
Lieutenant-General Sir John MacDonald, G.C.B., Adjutant-General of the British
Army ; Lieutenant-General Alexander MacDonald, C.B.; and Colonel Archibald
MacDonald, K.H.

In March of the year 1859, General Macdonald joined the Advocate’s company
of the Queen’s Edinburgh Rifle Volunteer Brigade as a private, became a Sergeant in
August, Lieutenant in November, and Captain in December. At the Royal Review of
1860, his company (No. 13) was specially complimented for its smartness and efficiency
by the General Commanding in Scotland. He was promoted to the rank of Major
in 1861, Lieutenant-Colonel in 1864,"and to that of Colonel in 1886, in which year he
was made a Companion of the Bath, in recognition of his meritorious services in the
Volunteer force.'

‘General MacDonald was the first Volunteer officer who received the rank of
Brigadier-General. His brigade numbers about 2,500 of all ranks, is in the highest
state of efficiency, and is completely equipped with flag-signallers, mounted troop,
cyclist troop, telegraph troop, regimental transport waggons, and three bands.

“In 1872, General Macdonald (then a Lieutenant-Colonel) commanded a provisional
battalion at the great 'mancevures on Salisbury Plains, and received special
commendation for his work on that occasion'from his superior officers. He has acted
as Assistant-Adjutant-General for several years to Major-General the Honourable W.
H. A. Fielding at Aldershot when the Volunteers are assembled there, and also
frequently as umpire, and on one occasion as Chief of the Staff on a Divisional
Field Day. : '

General MacDonald is the author of several standard works dealing with military
subjects, and is the inventor of a portable field telegraph for the use of armies in the
field.

“IfI were asked ” (said Lord Wolseley at a public banquet in London not long
ago) “at the present moment to point out any particular officer who I thought had
“ left his stamp on the subject of drilling, I would point to an officer in a high position,
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“ who has now command of a brigade in the Volunteers, and who, I may also add, is a
‘ very important judge in Scotland.”

Referring to Brigadier-General MacDonald, Lord Wolseley said on another occasion
(when addressing the Philosophical Institution in Edinburgh) :—* He s a very old friend
 —may I say an old comrade of mine—because not only have we worked together on
“ the same lines with regard to the army, but I have for some years had the honour
“ of being the Colonel of the regiment with which his name has been so long identified.
¢ . I cannot sit down without telling you, his fellow-citizens, and his
fellow-countrymen, how much the British Army owes him for what he has done for
it in teaching us to get rid of our old-fashioned and obsolete modes of drilling, and
adopting those clear lines that he laid down for drilling his volunteers.”

General MacDonald married, in 1864, Adelaide Jeannette, daughter of Major
Doran of Ely House, Wexford, who died in 1870.

19
[{1

[

Lieutenant Ranald Hume MacDonald, Royal Engineers (a son of “the heaven-
born soldier,” Brigadier-General the Right Honourable J. H. A. MacDonald, C.B., V.D.,
commanding the Forth Volunteer Brigade), distinguished himself in the Chxtral m
May, 1898, by an act of gallantry which forcibly reminds one of the darmg spirit of
adventure which characterised General Alexander MacDonald of Scalpay in Peninsular
days. Colonel J. Davidson, commanding the Chitral Relieved Force, in a column
order dated Camp, Dir, 18th May, 1898, says :—* The officer commanding the Chitral
“ Relieved Force desires to place on record the gallant conduct of Lieutenant
“ MacDonald, R.E.; No. 3409, Lance-Naik Habib Khan; No. 4871, Sapper
“ Seikh Abdul Samand; No. 4872, Sapper Khalan Kahan of No. 6 Company, Bengal
“ Sappers and Miners, on the summit of Lowarai Pass on the 16th of May, 1898, in
“ rescuing from an avalanche, in which they had been embedded:for four hours in soft
“ snow, Sepoy Karmdad, 27th P.I, and the corpses of Jemadar Madho Khan,
“ Havildar Ali Shah, and Sepoy Kashim Ali. When Lieutenant MacDonald set the
“ example to his men by himself tunnelling through an accumulation of soft snow,
“ 20 feet deep, he was cautioned by Chitralis snow experts to leave the task, as he
“ would be certainly embedded in the snow, and the party would only share the fate
“ of the men of the 27th P.I. Lieutenant Macdonald, however, regardless of con-
“ sequences, and at the risk of his life, continued digging, and succeeded in rescuing
¢ alive one of the four men. Whilst the party were digging it was nearly embedded
“ in one of several avalanches which fell during the day. The conduct of all concerned
« reflects the greatest credit on the corps. The matter will be represented to army
¢ headquarters for the information of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in
“ India.” And Major Barton, Commandant of the Bengal Sappers and Miners, in
publishing the foregoing order, adds:—‘“He also wishes to thank Lieutenant
“ MacDonald and the three sappers for the gallant way they have added to the
« reputation of the corps.”

Lieutenant Macdonald and his comrades have received the Royal Albert Medal in
recognition of their gallantry.

-
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Captain Donald MacDonald of Ostaig, Sleat, a son of Archibald, and a nephew of
Norman MacDonald of Scalpay, was appointed an Ensign in the 42nd Foot on the
8th of April, 180o1; Lieutenant on the gth of July, 1803 ; Captain on the 25th of
January, 1810; put on half-pay on the 27th of May, 1819; transferred to the
27th Foot on the 26th of April, 1833 ; and he retired from the service by the sale of
his commission on the 1oth of May of the same year.

Captain MacDonald served with the Royal Highlanders during the Peninsular
War; was wounded at the action of Fuentes d’Onor on the 3rd of May, 1811, where
he helped, by his gallantry, to win for the regimental colour the battle-honour of that
name. He was also wounded at the battle of Quatre Bras on the 16th of June, 1815.
Seriously it would seem, because in one regimental return he is shown as having “ died
of wounds received at Waterloo.” In this engagement, so desperate were the charges
of the enemy’s lancers and cuirassiers, as well as the fire of their artillery and infantry,
that in a few minutes the command of the Black Watch had changed hands four times,
and before the end of the day it had lost its commanding officer, two other officers,
two sergeants, and 4o rank and file killed, and 243 of all ranks wounded. In recognition
of his gallant services, Captain MacDonald got the Waterloo medal, as well as the
Peninsular War medal with four clasps.

After the conclusion of peace, Captain MacDonald acted for a time as Barrack
Master at Dumbarton Castle. He died at Musselburgh on the 24th of September,
1865, at the age of eighty-two.!

Captain MacDonald’s brother William was also in the army and saw a great deal
of active service.

THE MACDONALDS OF CASTLETON, ETtc.

The founder of this branch of the Clan Donald * was Donald, second son of Sir
Donald MacDonald, eighth Baron and first Baronet of Sleat. This Donald of Castleton
and his son John II. of that house fought with distinction in the civil wars of their
time, the latter under Viscount Dundee at the battle of Killiecrankie in 1689, at
which five gallant cousins of the chief of Sleat “fell together, with the tutor of
MacDonald of Largie and his sons.”

Colonel Donald MacDonald, III. of Castleton, began his military career as
Captain of one of the independent companies raised in Skye in 1745, and was after-
wards transferred to the Imperial army, in which he rose to the rank of Colonel. His
successor, John MacDonald, IV. of Castleton, Sheriff Substitute in Skye, had three sons
in the army, viz. :—Major Alexander MacDonald, and Captains John and William
MacDonald, the first and last named of whom “greatly distinguished themselves at the
battle of Nagpoor” (which was a particularly brilliant affair), and escaped unhurt,
although there was a great slaughter among the officers. Both died (in the East Indies)
without issue, as did also the other son, who died at Skerrinish in 1833, when the male
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representation of the famlly reverted to that of Roderick Maclain of Camuscross, in
Sleat.

- Lieutenant Donald MacDonald, of the 67th Regiment, was a son of Donald,
grandson in the direct line of Roderick Maclain of Camuscross.!

John MacDonald, M.D., F.R.S,, Inspector—General of Hospitals and Fleets, was a
son of James MacDonald, who was third in descent from Roderick Maclain.

Captain Donald MacDonald, I. of Tormore, in Sleat, a son of Roderick Maclain,
received a Lieutenant’s commission in ¢the MacDonald Highlanders” on the 7th of
January, 1778, and when on his way to the American War of Independence was killed
in a duel by Captain Alexander Fraser, of Culduthel.

Captain Roderick MacDonald, of the 21st Regiment (the Royal Scots Fusiliers),
a son of Captain Donald MacDonald, I. of Tormore, is said to have served in Egypt
under Sir Ralph Abercromby, and subsequently in Spain (where Godfrey, the eldest
member of his family, was born) ¢ in the same regiment as Lord MacDonald,” his
daughter, Miss Eliza MacDonald, says, probably with the 23rd or 24th Regiment, in
both of which his Lordship (who was an intimate friend of Captain MacDonald) held
commissions. As we have seen already, Lord MacDonald did not serve either in
Egypt or in the Peninsula ; neither did the Fusiliers, apparently, but the other two
regiments took part in both these campaigns.

Mr. Malcolm Henry Somerled MacDonald, a son of Captain Malcolm MacDonald,
of the Behar Light Horse Volunteers, and a grandson of Alexander MacDonald, II. of
Tormore, is an officer in the Royal Navy.

" William MacDonald (from - whom are descended the MacDonalds of Vallay) and
James MacDonald, sons of Sir Donald- MacDonald, third Baronet of Sleat, led their
clan at the battle of Sheriffmuir, in 1715, the last occasion on which the MacDonalds
of Sleat fought as a clan. The Clan Donald occupied the post of honour on the right,
as was their due, and so impetuous was their charge that in a few minutes they
scattered in all directions the infantry opposed to them--veterans who had been
trained in the Duke of Marlborough’s campaigns, and General Witham'’s cavalry, who
ought to have protected the defeated infantry, fled in panic from the field of battle
without striking a blow.

William MacDonald, above referred to, married Catherine, daughter of Sir Ewen
Cameron of Lochiel, by whom he had a numerous family.! Their two sons, Captain
James MacDonald of Aird in Troternish, Skye, and Captain John MacDonald of
Kirkibost, in North Uist, each brought a company of 100 men to Inverness, on the
side of the Government, in 1745.

! Mackenzie's ** History of the MacDonalds."”
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Major Alexander MacDonald, 1II. of Vallay, served ‘in the army, and his son,
Alexander, was an officer in the Royal Navy. ' :

Lieutenant-General Donald MacDonald, Colonel of the s5s5th Regiment, son of
Major Allan MacDonald ! of Knock, in Sleat, and Sibella, daughter of the famous
Donald MacLeod of Bernera, “the Old Trojan,” was gazetted as Ensign in the 55th
Foot on the 17th of September, 1773 ; Lieutenant on the 8th of September, 1775 ;
Captain on the 24th of July, 1779 ; Major on the 26th of October, 1793 ; Lieutenant-
Colonel on the 14th of December, 1793; Colonel, Brevet, on the 26th of January,
1797 ; Major-General on the 25th of September, 1803 ; Colonel of the Cape Regiment
on the 3oth of October, 1806 ; Lieutenant-General on the 25th of July, 1810; and
Colonel of the 55th Foot on the 2oth of March, 1811. g

General MacDonald was Governor of Fort William from 1805 to the time of his
death, which took place on the 7th of October, 1812.

3In the beginning of the year 1793, the 55th Regiment was quartered at
Londonderry and Coleraine, and from there it embarked and -joined the army in
Holland, where it greatly distinguished itself in the campaigns of that and the two
following years under the command of His Royal Highness the Duke of York. Ina
divisional order, dated 2oth May, 1794, General White said :—* To Lieutenant-Colonel
“ MacDonald, who led on the 55th Regiment with such marked propriety and
“ discipline to support the attack on the front, his best and distinguished thanks
“ are due.”

His Royal Highness, in his despatch dated Nimeguen, November 6th, 1794,
said :—* The sortie made by the garrison of Nimeguen on the night of the 4th instant
“ was conducted under the orders of General De Burgh, assisted by General
“ Wammerstein. The troops employed in this service were detachments from the 8th,
“ 27th, 28th, 55th, 63rd, and 78th of British infantry, with the 7th and 16th of light
“ cavalry, and a party of Dutch and Hanoverian troops, forming altogether a corps
“ of 3,000 men. It is impossible yet to ascertain who gave the information, but it is
“ certain that the French knew of our intention and were prepared to receive us.
“ General De Burgh headed the detachments against the enemy’s entrenchments and
“ attacked them in their trenches, where they were chin-deep, A terrible carnage
ensued on both sides. The French made a very obstinate resistance, but were at
length obliged to give way to the superior gallantry of our troops, who mounted
their works with fixed bayonets, and in the end completely destroyed them. From
the nature of the service the detachment under General De Burgh, which performed
“ prodigies of valour, suffered most, and the loss is very considerable.®

In October, 1795, the regiment embarked at Portsmouth with the expedition to the
West Indies under General Sir Ralph Abercromby ; but, in consequence of storms and
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! Miss Mary MaicDonald (daughter of Captain Kenneth MacDonald of the old Skaebost family, referred to
in another' part of this work) says that Major Allan MacDonald had another son, Forbes MacDonald, who was
an officer in the army, and died of wounds which he received at the storming of Seringapatam.
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disasters encountered at sea, which repeatedly rendered it necessary for the fleet to
put back, they did not finally sail from England till the 14th of February, and reached
Barbadoes on the 14th of March, 1796. On the 15th of April a small force was sent
to attack Demerara and Berbice, and przparations were made for effecting a landing
with the remainder of the troops on the Island of St. Lucia. Admiral Christian, who
commanded the fleet, having arrived on the 22nd of that month, the expedition
immediately sailed, and on the 26th appeared off St. Lucia. The troops had previously
been told off into divisions and brigades, on which occasion Lieutenant-Colonel
MacDonald, who had distinguished himself in the command of the regiment, under
His Royal Highness the Duke of York, received a high mark of approbation® in being,
when only a field officer, appointed to command the reserve of the army, consisting of
18 Grenadier companies, and the Royal Highland Regiment. Dispositions were made
for landing in four divisions at Longueville Bay, Pigeon Island, Chock Bay, and
Anee-la-iaze. Major-General Campbell commanded the disembarkation at Longueville
Bay, directing Brigadier-General Moore to land in a small bay close under Pigeon
Island. This service was easily accomplished, and on the 27th the different divisions
moved forward from their landing places to close in upon Morne Fortuna, the principal
post upon the island. Before this place could be fully invested it was necessary to take
possession of Morne Chaliot, a strong and commanding position overlooking the
principal approach. An attack was accordingly made on two different points by
detachments under Brigadier-Generals Moore and the Honourable John Hope.!

The former commenced its march at midnight, and, an hour after, the latter
followed by a less circuitous route. Through the mistake of the guides, General
Moore’s division fell in with the advanced guard of the enemy, nearly two hours
sooner than was expected. Finding himself discovered, he resolved to make an
immediate attack ; and being well seconded by his troops, he pushed forward, and,
after a short but smart resistance, carried the post, the enemy flying with such
precipitation that they could not be intercepted by General Hope, who arrived exactly
at the appointed time. On the following day General Moore occupied Morne
Duchassaux, and Major-General Morshead, moving forward from Anee-la-iaze, Morne
Fortuna was thus completely invested, but not without resistance on the part of the
enemy, who attacked the advanced post of Lieutenant-Colonel MacDonald's Grenadiers
with such force and vivacity that several officers and nearly fifty of the Grenadiers were
killed and wounded before the assailants were repulsed.! In order to dispossess the
enemy from the batteries which they had erected on the cul-de-sac, Major-General
Morshead’s division was ordered to advance against two batteries on the left, while
Brigadier-General Hope, with five companies of the 42nd Highlanders, the light
company of the 57th Regiment, and a detachment of Malcolm’s Rangers, supported by
the 55th Regiment, was to attack the battery of Seoke, close to the works of Morne
Fortuna, These quickly drove the enemy from the battery, but the other divisions,
under Brigadier-General Perryn and Colonel Reiddle, meeting with some unexpected
obstruction, the intended service was not accomplished ; and it became necessary for
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General Hope's detachment to retire from the battery which they had carried with
so much gallantry. This was not effected without the loss of some officers and men
killed and wounded, a loss trifling, however, in comparison with that sustained by
the other divisions.! From the steep and rugged nature of the ground, the greatest
difficulty was experienced in bringing the guns into position ; and, notwithstanding the
zeal and strenuous exertions of the seamen who assisted in dragging them across
the ravines and up to the acclivities of rocks and mountains, it was not till the 14th
of May that the first battery was ready to open fire.

On the night of the 17th a regiment (the 31st) was ordered to take possession of
a fortified ridge under the principal fortress. The attempt failed, and the regiment was
forced to retire with great loss; but the Grenadiers under Colonel MacDonald, who
had pushed forward to their support, compelled the enemy to retreat in their turn. A
continued fire was now kept up for six days between the battery and the fort. At
length, on the 24th, the 27th Regiment pushed forward,' and after a brisk engagement
formed a lodgment at two different points within 500 yards of the garrison. The
enemy immediately sallied out with all their disposable force to drive them back, but
were repulsed, and they retreated within the fort. This was their last attempt. They
demanded a suspension of hostilities, which was granted, and a capitulation and
surrender of the whole island followed, in consequence of which the enemy marched
out on the 26th and became prisoners of war. The loss sustained in these operations
was two field officers, three captains, five subalterns, and 184 non-commissioned officers
and rank and file killed ; four field officers, twelve captains, fifteen subalterns, and
523 non-commissioned officers and rank and file missing.

A striking and melancholy instance now occurred of the influence of the mind on
bodily health,' and of the effect of mental activity in preventing disease. During the
above operations, which, from the nature of the country and climate, were extremely
harassing, the troops continued remarkably healthy ; but immediately after the
cessation of hostilities they began to droop. The sudden transition from incessant
bodily and mental activity to a state of repose produced the most disastrous effects on
the health of the troops, and reduced many of the regiments in the course of a few
days to half their original strength. After the fall of the fort the 55th Regiment was
employed with the 3i1st, 44th, and 48th Regiments, under Brigadier-General Moore, in
reducing some considerable bodies of the enemy who had taken refuge in the woods
and refused to surrender conformably to the capitulation, and, continuing actively
employed on this service, did not at first suffer so much from the climate as some
of the others.!

At the end of one year, however, during which the regiment formed part of the
garrison of the island, three-fourths of its number were carried off. The 31st Regiment
was almost annihilated. After losing twenty-two officers, the remainder were ordered
to Barbadoes. The few men that remained active in the other two corps were drafted
into the 55th Regiment. The General himself was at length attacked by the prevailing
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sickness, but he determined to remain in the active performance of his duty, and was
only carried on board ship when he became insensible.

The following are interesting extracts from General Orders issued by Sir Ralph
Abercromby :—

“ Headquarters, St. Lucia,
“ 2nd May, 1796.

“ Yesterday the enemy attacked the advanced post, commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel MacDonald, of the 55th Regiment, but were repulsed with considerable loss,’'
though I am sorry to say that we had several officers and forty or fifty men killed and
wounded.”

“ St. Lucia, May 4th, 1796.

“ To render the success more secure, Brigadier-General Hope was detached from
the side of Morne Chaliot with 350 men of the 42nd Regiment, the light company of
the 57th Regiment, and part of Malcolm's Corps on the night of the 2znd May,
supported by the 55th Regiment, which was posted at Terranas.”

¢ St. Lucia, May 22nd, 1796.

“Tor this purpose, on the night of the 17th instant, the 31st, happening to be the
nearest regiment at hand, was ordered to march immediately after it was dark to take
possession of the Vizie, where the enemy had not apparently more than from 150 to
200 men. The first part of the attack succeeded to our wish, a battery of three
18-pounders, which was feebly defended, was seized, the guns spiked, and thrown over
the precipice. There remained on the summit of the hill one large gun and a field-
piece, of which the regiment was ordered to take possession. Unfortunately the guide
was wounded, and the troops became uncertain of the right approach to the hill.
While in this situation the enemy’s grape-shot took effect to such a degree as to induce
Lieutenant-Colonel Hay to order the regiment to retreat, which it did with considerable
loss. Lieutenant-Colonel MacDonald handsomely advanced with part of the Grenadiers
(55th Regiment) to cover the retreat of the 31st Regiment, which he accomplished.”

“St. Lucia, 31st May, 1796.

“ Upon the evening of the 24th the enemy desired a suspension of arms until noon
the next day, which was granted till 8 in the morning. A capitulation of the whole
island ensued . . . . . . On the 26th the garrison, to the number of 2,000,
marched out and laid down their arms, and are become prisoners of war. Pigeon
Island is in our possession.!

“, . . . Itisbut justice to the troops to say that they have undergone an
uncommon share of fatigue with cheerfulness, and in several instances have given proof
of the greatest intrepidity.

“ (Signed) R. ABERCROMBY,
“Lt.-General.”

In 1797 the 55th Regiment returned to England and was stationed at Chatham ;
in 1798 at Horsham Barracks, and in 1799 at Guernsey.

' Regimental Depit Records.
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Although weak, the regiment, consisting of only twenty-six officers, three staff, and
443 non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, was ordered (it was thought at the
particular request of Sir Ralph Abercromby) to form part of the exped!tlon to Holland,
under His Royal Highness the Duke of York, and embarked accordingly at Deal on
the 13th of August, 1799. It landed at the Helder at daybreak on the morning of the
27th, and, with the 23rd Regiment, formed the reserve under the command of Colonel
MacDonald. The 55th Regiment behaved on this occasion with the greatest ardcur
and gallantry, and Major Lumsden (afterwards killed in the action of the z2nd of October,
who commanded it on both days) particularly distinguished himself by his coolness,
zeal, and activity, as did also Colonel MacDonald (under whom they had so frequently
fought before) for the skill and judgment with which he led on the reserve to the
attack, and who, though painfully wounded in the arm at an early part of the action,
would not quit the field until the enemy were finally driven from their strong
entrenchments in the sands.! On that night the 55th Regiment lay upon their arms,
expecting by daylight in the morning to be again attacked. The enemy, however, had
retreated during the night. The action of the 27th had lasted from five o'clock in
the morning till three o'clock in the afternoon, but by the courage and perseverance of
the British troops the enemy was fairly worn out and obliged to retire in the evening
to a position two leagues in rear.!

The following is an extract from a despatch from Lieutenant-General Sir Ralph
Abercromby, dated 11th September, 1799 :—

“ Yesterday morning at daybreak the enemy commenced an attack on our centre
and right from St. Martin's to Pettew in three columns, and apparently with the whole
force. . . . . . They were, however, everywhere repulsed, owing to the strength
of our position, and the determined courage of the troops . . . . . . Colonel
MacDonald with the reserve pursued them for some time and quickened their
retreat.”

His Royal Highness the Duke of York, having landed with the remainder of the
troops, had concerted arrangements for an attack upon the whole of the enemy’s
position at Alkmaer on the morning of the 19th of September, in consequence of which
the army moved forward in four columns on the previous evening. The 55th Regiment,
at the head of the reserve, led the left column under Sir Ralph Abercromby, marched
towards Hoorn, the distance to which was twenty miles, and the march, from the
state of the roads, was a most harassing one. The tegiment came up close to the
gates at about three o’clock in the morning, without being perceived ; and the town
was summoned to surrender, which it did in half an hour afterwards—six officers and
200 men of the enemy being taken prisoners by the 55th Regiment.

In consequence, however, of the (partly) unexpected obstacles which presented
themselves to the advance of the 2nd and 3rd columns on the right (the country they
had to pass over being intersected by innumerable wet ditches and canals—the bridges
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* Sir Ralph Abercromby, in his despatch referring to this action, said :—* The corps principally engaged
** were the reserve under Colonel MacDonald, consisting of the 23rd and 55th Regiments. Colonel
** MacDonald who commanded the reserve, and who was much engaged during the course of the day, though
¢ wounded, did not quit the field.”
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over which had been destroyed), the strong position occupied by the enemy, and the
determined opposition offered by him to the attacks of these columns, but principally
owing to the misconduct of some Russians acting as auxiliaries, who, after driving the
enemy back as far as Bergen, gave themselves up to plunder, and were, while so
employed, attacked, thrown into confusion, and defeated. @ The whole plan of
operations was thus unfortunately disconcerted, and the army was obliged to retire to
its former position.!
* Blar na H-Olaind.”

* Air mios deireannach an fhoghair,

* An dara latha 'smath mo chuimhne,

* Ghluais na Breatunnaich bho ’'n fhaiche,

* Dh ’ionnsuidh tachairt ris na naimhdean,

* Thug Abercrombaidh taobh na mara

* Dhiubh le 'n canain ’smi ga 'n cluinntinn ;

* Bha foirneadh aig Moore gu daingeann,

* Cumail aingil ris na Frangaich.”

Alasdair Mac-Ionmhuinn.

The following extracts from two despatches sent home by Field-Marshal His Royal
Highness the Duke of York—the first dated at headquarters at Zyper Sluys, 4th
October, and the second at Alkmaer 6th October, 1799—refer to the famous battle of
the 2nd of October, in which the 55th Regiment bore so distinguished a part, and when
it had the good fortune to be successfully opposed to the best troops of the French
army--the post of honour having been (from the well-known gallantry of the two
regiments forming the reserve) assigned to them :-—The necessary previous arrange-
“ ments having been made, the attack was commenced on the whole of the enemy's
“ line on the morning of the 2nd, and I have now the happiness to inform you

that, after a severe and obstinate action, which lasted from six in the morning till
the same hour at night, the distinguished valour of His Majesty’s and the Russian
troops prevailed throughout; and the enemy, being entirely defeated, retired in
¢ the night from the positions which he occupied.” *

¢ Alkmaer, 6th October, 1779.

“The combined attacks were made in four columns. The first on the right
under General Sir R. Abercromby. . . . . . . . . . . Its advanced guard
composed of the reserve under Colonel MacDonald—viz., the 1st Battalion of
Grenadiers of the Line, 1st Battalion Light Infantry of the Line, 23rd and 55th
Regiments of Infantry—drove the enemy from the Campe and from the sand-hills above
the village, and continued its march upon the ridge of those hills inclining a little to the
left. Part of Major-General's Coote’s brigade in connection with Colonel MacDonald's
corps drove the enemy from the sand-hills to the right and front of the Russian column,
. . +« « . . Colonel MacDonald’s corps had moved considerably to the right with
a view to connect itself with the right column, and continued warmly engaged with the
enemy, who were in very large forces in the sand-hills. The extension of General
Dundas’s line had now brought its right very near to the reserve, who had been
advancing rapidly notwithstanding the great resistance they had experienced. . . . .
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* Return of killed and wounded of the 55th Regiment in the battle of the 2nd of October, 1799 :—One Major

(Lumsden) and two rank and file killed ; one subaltern, one sergeant, one drummer, and sixteen rank and file
wounded.
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Colonel MacDonald distinguished himself by his usual spirit and activity in the
command of the reserve.”

The exhausted state of the troops, from the almost unparalleled difficulties and
fatigues which they had encountered, prevented the Commander-in-Chief from taking
full advantage of the enemy’s retreat on the 2nd of October.

The following extract refers to the action which took place in front of Boccum' on
the 6th of October, 1799 :—

“ Alkmaer, 7th October, 1799.

“The column of Russian troops under the command of Major-General D’'Ossen,
in endeavouring to gain a height in front of their intended advanced post at Boccum
(which was material to the security of that point), was vigorously opposed, and
afterwards attacked by a strong body of the enemy, which obliged General Sir R.
Abercromby to move up in support with the reserve of his corps. The enemy on their
part advanced their whole force, and the action became general, and was maintained
with great obstinacy on both sides until night, when the enemy retired, leaving us
masters of the field of battle. The conflict has, as I am concerned to state, been as
severe, and has been attended with as serious a loss (in proportion to the number
engaged), as any of those which have been fought by the brave troops composing the

army since their arrival in Holland. The gallantry which they displayed, and the
perseverance with which they supported the fatigues of the day, rival their former
exertions. To General Sir R. Abercromby . . . . . as also to Colonel
MacDonald, my warmest acknowledgments are due for their spirited and judicious
exertions during this affair.”!

The s55th Regiment had two Lieutenants and ten rank and file wounded in this
action.

In consequence of strong reinforcements being received by the enemy, the state
of the weather and the roads, and the want of the necessary supplies,' it became
necessary, in the first instance, to withdraw the troops from the advanced positions
they had taken up, and ultimately to re-embark them for England.

On the 4th of June, 1801, while stationed at Guernsey, the 55th Regiment was
presented with a pair of colours, on which occasion Colonel MacDonald made the
following spirited speech :—

“Officers and soldiers,—I have the honour to present a pair of new colours,
provided by the liberality of our Colonel conformably to general orders, in consequence
of that happy and important event, the union of Great Britain and Ireland, which has
cemented in bonds of amity and affection three brave and free nations, and formed
them into one kingdom.

“This day is well adapted to the presentation, it being the anniversary of the birth
of our most gracious and beloved Sovereign and Master, whose reign has been pre-
eminently distinguished by his watching with paternal regard and anxious solicitude
over the interests of his subjects, their happiness constituting his chiefest care.

“I need not, in addressing my brother officers and soldiers, expatiate on the honour
attending on the attachment to and the preservation of the coiours.

! Regimental Depét Records.
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“The fair fame acquired in three wars and nearly thirty actions with the enemy
sufficiently impresses on all the value of a well-earned reputation long and justly
enjoyed by the 55th Regiment. Much less will I offend against their feelings by
making mention of the disgrace and mortification which would destroy a soldier’s
peace of mind in the loss of colours to the enemy, that being a misfortune of which
we have hitherto been ignorant, and to which, I trust with confidence, the s5s5th
Regiment will during its existence remain a stranger.

¢ In the appropriate service which encircles the number of the Regiment—entwining,
as if they grew from one stem, the Rose, the Thistle, and the Shamrock, emblems of
three sister nations—let brother officers and soldiers of the three countries contemplate
a symbol of harmony, concord, and unanimity of the corps.

“ Receive these new colours in the name of General Tottenham, our Colonel, from
the hands of the oldest soldier of the regiment—from me, your Lieutenant-Colonel,
who is well acquainted with your merits.”*

CAPTAIN JoHN MACDONALD OF BREAKISH, IN THE PARISH OF STRATH.

Nothing seems now to be known regarding this officer, what family he belonged
to, or what branch of the service he was in, beyond the fact recorded by Alexander
Smith (in his “Summer in Skye”), who quoted Dr. Brown's “ History of the
Highlands,” that Captain MacDonald was a perfect mine of Highland poetical lore.
This is the quotation referred to :—¢ Captain John MacDonald is a native of the Island
“ of Skye, who declared, upon oath, that he could repeat, when a boy between fifteen
“ and sixteen years of age (about the year 1740), from one to two hundred Gaelic
“ poems, differing in length and in number of verses, and that he learned them from an
“ old man about eighty years of age, who sang them for years to his father when he
“ went to bed at night, and in the spring and winter before he rose in the morning.”

THE MACDONALDS OF SKAEBOST.

Three brothers belonging to the old Skaebost family— Captains James, Donald,
and Kenneth MacDonald—all served in the 84th Royal Highland Emigrant Regiment (a
corps composed largely of gentlemen who had emigrated with their families from Skye
to Canada a few years before the outbreak of the American War of Independence)
during the campaign in America, and had the misfortune to be taken prisoners by the
enemy.

Captain James MacDonald died in prison, and after that sad event his widow
and his mother returned to Skye, as also did Captain Donald MacDonald with his wife,
when he was released from confinement at the close of the war. Captain Kenneth
MacDonald, however, having got a grant of land, remained in America until he was
sixty years of age, and then he came home to Skye (in company with the celebrated
Flora MacDonald) and married a daughter of an old Skye family, the Nicolsons of
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Scorrabreck. Captain Kenneth MacDonald left two daughters, one of whom (Mary)
was living in October, 1897, wonderfully strong in mind and body, although she was
then ninety-seven years of age.

THE MACDONALDS OF WATERNISH.

Captain Ronald MacDonald of Belfinlay served in the Highland Army in the '45,
was wounded in both legs at the battle of Culloden, and barbarously treated afterwards
by the Red-coats of the Duke of Cumberland. Belfinlay died prematurely from the
effects of his wounds and of the cruel treatment he had received. He was succeeded by
his son Allan, who was then a child. Of Captain MacDonald Mr. Fraser-Mackintosh
says in his interesting “ Antiquarian Notes,” “ Take Belfinlay, which sent out in the
“ ‘Forty-five’ one of the bravest of the warlike race of Clan Donald.”

MAJOR ALLAN MACDONALD OF WATERNISH.

Allan MacDonald of Belfinlay (a son of the gallant Belfinlay of the “ Forty-five ")
married Jane, eldest daughter of Lachlan Mackinnon, VI. of Corry (the great-grandfather
of the present Duchess of Somerset, and the entertainer of Pennant, Dr. Johnson, and
Boswell). They had a son Allan, who, having a predilection for the profession of arms,
entered the army as an Ensign in the 55th Regiment on the sth of November, 1799,
through the influence of Sir John MacPherson, Governor-General of Bengal, a
connection of the family. Mr. MacDonald proceeded shortly afterwards with his
regiment to the West Indies, where he served with distinction. He was promoted to
the rank of Lieutenant on the s5th of October, 1800, and to that of Captain on the 22nd
of January, 1808. In the year 1808 Captain MacDonald took part in the expedition
under Major-General Carmichael against the Island of St. Domingo, and on the
termination of hostilities had the honour conferred upon him of being placed in
temporary command of the 2nd West India Regiment (owing to the indisposition of
the senior officer of that corps) then under orders for Providence. Captain MacDonald
also served in the campaign in the Netherlands in the years 1813 and 1814, and
distinguished himself at the storming of Bergen-op-Zoom, where he was second in
command as Captain of Grenadiers of the 55th Regiment, Major Frederick having
relinquished the command only a few days before, because of illness. There were only
two Captains (MacDonald and another) with the right wing of the regiment in the town
of Bergen-op-Zoom, and it was by them that the several charges upon the ramparts
were conducted, of which Major-General Cooke, in a letter to Sir Thomas Graham,
spoke in the highest terms. Major Frederick (as soon as he heard of the result of the
attack) also sent MacDonald a very nice letter of thanks. In this unfortunate assault
Captain MacDonald was wounded, but he never applied for nor received the allowance
which was graciously granted by His Majesty to officers who had been wounded in
action with the enemy.

The following is an interesting account of the attack written at the time :—“ On
“ the night of the 8th of March the British besieging army, under the command of Sir
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Thomas Graham (afterwards Lord Lynedoch), before the strong and important fortress
of Bergen-op-Zoom, attempted to take that place by storm. The troops advanced in
four columns to the attack ; the first column, consisting of 1,000 men of the Brigade
of Guards, under Colonel Lord Proby ; the second, 1,200 men, under the command
« of Lieutenant-Colonel Morrice, 69th Foot ; the third, 650 men, under the command
“ of Lieutenant-Colonel Henry, 21st Foot; and the fourth, 1,100 men, under the
“ command of Brigadier-Generals Gore and Carleton. After the most desperate efforts
¢“ and the most gallant conduct, two of the columns established themselves upon the
“ ramparts of the place, but the others were completely unsuccessful, and were driven
“ back with prodigious loss. Above two-thirds of the whole of the force engaged
“ were either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. Nothing could exceed the bravery
“ of the British troops; but by some means or other the Governor had become

“ acquainted with their design to attack the fortress, and was therefore completely
“ prepared for them.”

It was also stated (though not officially) that General Graham had been offered
some assistance from the inhabitants of the place, which was the reason that he
attempted to attack one of the strongest fortresses in Europe with the small force at his
disposal, and in the manner in which the assault was carried out; but that this offer of
help was made merely to lead the British troops to certain destruction. The failure of
the attack was severely felt by the gallant general who commanded the army. In his
despatch of the 1oth of March, 1814, he said : “ Though it is impossible not to feel
“ the disappointment of our failure in the attack, I can only think at present with the
“ deepest regret of the loss of so many of my gallant comrades.” The troops under the
command of Sir Thomas Graham, however, did excellent service at Hoogstraten and at
Antwerp, at which places they fought with their usual bravery in assisting a division of
the Prussian army, under the command of General Bulow. At the former place the
enemy was compelled to relinquish the field of battle with the loss of twelve or
fourteen cannon and at least 3,000 men, including 300 prisoners ; and from his position

in front of Antwerp the enemy was driven into Antwerp by the valour of the British
soldiers with considerable loss.

At Bergen-op-Zoom Captain MacDonald got his foot entangled in some débris in
the confusion of the fight, and, being unable to extricate himself, was hanging by one
leg in a perilous condition, when fortunately he was discovered and rescued by one of
his own men (a MacDonald from Belfinlay), who with true Highland devotion appears
to have kept as close as possible to his master when in action.

On the 18th of December, 1817, Captain MacDonald was promoted to the
majority of his old corps, and, not long afterwards, he married Flora, daughter of
Peter Nicolson of Ardmore, and granddaughter of Anne of Kingsburgh, who, when
a little girl of seven years, on seeing Prince Charlie taken into the house by old
Kingsburgh, ran up to her mother’s bedside and told her, with many expressions of
childish surprise, that her father had brought home “the most odd, muckle,
ill-shaken-up wife ” she had ever seen, “and brought her into the hall too!”
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In 1820, Major MacDonald went with his regiment to Ireland, and in the following
year he (being then senior Major of the 55th) was anxious to succeed to the command
by the purchase of the Lieutenant-Colonelcy, on the understanding that Lieutenant-
Colonel Frederick was desirous of retiring from the service by the sale of his
commission. But having fallen into bad health, and the regiment having received
orders to go to the Cape, Major MacDonald was prevailed upon to leave the service,
which he did by selling his commission on the 24th of October, 1821, after a varied
military career of twenty-one years, during which his conduct and zeal were such as
to gain for him “the favourable estimation of many general officers of the most
distinguished rank and merit.” He always afterwards regretted having left the army.

In 1833, Major MacDonald purchased the fine estate of Waternish from Lord
Glenelg, and in the following year he sold his Clan Ranald property. He then
took up his residence at the former place, where he resided till his death in May,
1855.

Major MacDonald was a typical Highlander, tall, handsome, and well propor-
tioned ; such as one would stop to look at among a thousand.

Captain Allan MacDonald of Waternish, son of Major Allan MacDonald, joined
the 9gth Regiment in 1848, and served with it in Tasmania and Australia. He was
one of the officers who were sent out to the latter colony in charge of a batch of
convicts, in the last convict vessel which left British waters. After the death of his
father Captain MacDonald returned to this country, and in 1857, retiring from the
army, took up his abode in his fine Highland home.

THE MACDONALDS OF ORD, IN SLEAT.
(MACEACHAINN MACDONALDS.) ’

The first of this branch of the great Clan Donald who settled in the Island of
. Skye was Dr. Alexander MacDonald of Gillen, in Sleat—An Doctair Ruadh, or the
Red Doctor—whose father, Charles MacEachainn MacDonald of Kinloid and Keppoch,
in Arisaig, armourer to the Clan Ranald of the 'Forty-five, was a staunch Jacobite,
and, along with 120 Arisaig MacDonalds, joined the Highland army under the Young
Chevalier. -For his devotion to the Stuart cause generally, but more particularly for
having broken the gates of Carlisle during the siege of that place by the Highlanders,
Charles MacDonald was outlawed, but was never caught, having hidden in a cave in
Ardnamurchan for seven years, by the end of which time the search for ¢ rebels ” had
considerably slackened or ceased altogether. He married Marcella, daughter of
Alexander MacDonald of Dalilea, who also had been “out” with “bonnie Prince
Charlie.” Their son, the Red Doctor (a military surgeon who served in Ireland in
the Rebellion of 1798 with the Glengarry Fencibles), married Margaret, daughter of
Ranald MacAlister of Strathaird, in Skye, by whom he had five sons, who all took to
the profession of arms, viz., Captain Alexander MacDonald (of whom it has been said
that “he was the handsomest man that ever crossed the line”), Captain Ronald
MacDonald, and Captain John MacDonald (all three of whom were in the employment
of the East India Company and did much gallant service in the old Indian wars),
I
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Lieutenant Keith MacDonald of the Royal Navy, who married a daughter of Colonel
Norman MacAlister, and assumed the surname of MacAlister (of Inistrynich, in
Argylishire) after his marriage ; and Lieutenant Charles MacDonald of Ord, in Sleat,
an officer of the Glengarry Fencibles, and afterwards of the 7th West India Regiment,
with the former of which he was employed in Ireland in quelling the rebellion of
1798, where he witnessed many scenes of cruelty and bloodshed, and where he had
the honour of carrying the colours of his corps in Dublin Castle.

Lieutenant Charles MacDonald married Ann, daughter of Captain Neil MacLeod,
XI. of Gesto, who was celebrated for his marvellous knowledge of bagpipe music.
Their son, Mr. Lachlan MacDonald of Skaebost, in Skye (“the best landlord in the
Highlands "), an indigo planter in India, fully justified his Celtic birth by his undaunted
behaviour during the Indian Mutiny. He was for a time the only European residing
in one of the disturbed districts, but he completely awed the mutineers around him,
frustrated their plans, and subsequently served with a field force, the Behar Light
Horse. During a part of that critical period his brother, Mr. Neil MacDonald
(afterwards Laird of Dunach, in Argyllshire), was associated with him and shared his
anxiety, and they used to keep their horses saddled day and night in the stables to
be ready for instant action. Dr. Keith Norman MacDonald, another brother, went
out to India in 1863, and immediately after his arrival there joined the Behar Light
Horse. Even then, so unsettled was the country in some parts, owingto bands of

Dacoits prowling about, that he had often to sleep with a rifle by his side and a
revolver under his pillow.

Lieutenant Charles Neil MacDonald, of the 1st Battalion of the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders, is a son of Mr. Neil MacDonald of Dunach.

To the same branch of the Clan MacDonald belonged Marshal MacDonald of
France, Duke of Tarentum, one of the most illustrious soldiers of the First Empire.

Colonel Charles MacDonald Williamson, V.D., the capable commanding officer of

“ the Glasgow Highlanders,” is descended (on his mother’s side) from the MacEachainn
MacDonalds.

THE MACDONALDS OF PORTREE AND TREASLANE.

Colonel Alexander MacDonald, V.D., of Portree, Isle of Skye, commanding the
1st Volunteer Battalion of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, eldest son of the
late Harry MacDonald of Treaslane by his wife, Johanna Campbell, daughter of
Dr. Alexander McLeod (the revered Doctair Ban), was born on the 3rd of April, 1840,
and has for many years been probably the most prominent, enthusiastic, and capable
volunteer officer in the north of Scotland. Colonel MacDonald is a keen student of
military subjects, and has, as a Captain, passed through the School of Instruction at
Wellington Barracks, London, and as a Ifield Officer through that of Aldershot,
gaining on both occasions the higher proficiency certificate. In addition to this he
holds a certificate for having passed in tactics in the scope of study laid down for
Captains of the army before promotion to the rank of Major, and he has received
the Volunteer Decoration for long and efficient service, having joined as an Ensign on
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the 2oth of July, 1867, and passed through the intermediate grades, reaching his
present rank on the 22nd of July, 1896.

Surgeon-Major Thomas Rankin MacDonald, Indian Medical Service, brother of
Colonel Alexander MacDonald, V.D., above mentioned, was born at Portree in the
year 1853, and was educated in the Parish School there, continuing his studies at the
Edinburgh Academy and University, graduating in medicine at the latter institution in
1876, and at the same time becoming a Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons
of the same city. Before engaging in practice at Broughty Ferry, near Dundee,
Dr. MacDonald visited Vienna in pursuit of a varied professional experience; but,
having found the life of a country medical man to be too contracted a sphere for his
energies, he determined to join the Indian Medical Service, into which he passed in 1879,
afterwards passing through the usual probationary course at the Army Medical School
at Netley. The Afghan War was then going on, and, after the repulse of the British
Forces at Maiwand River, reinforcements were hurried out to India, which Dr.
MacDonald was ordered to join. He accordingly left Skye in August, 1880, for
Portsmouth, where he embarked on Her Majesty’s ship *“ Jumna,” which had the Rifle
Brigade, amongst other troops, on board. At Aden the news was received that the
honour of the British arms had been retrieved after the affair of Maiwand by the troops
on the spot, so that the prospect of seeing active service by the passengers of the
“ Jumna” seemed to be remote. Dr. MacDonald, however, was lucky. At Bombay
he received orders to proceed to Peshawur on the North-West frontier of India, from
whence he was instructed to go up the Khyber Pass, which he frequently traversed in
medical charge of sick, and for nearly two years he was attached to the 45th Sikhs and
28th Punjab Native Infantry at and around Peshawur. From that station he went to
Lucknow, where he was posted to the 11th Native Infantry, and while there he
volunteered for the Egyptian Campaign of 1882, when Arabi Pasha’s rebellion broke
out. Permission having been obtained, he was sent in medical charge of a wing of the
7th Bengal Infantry. In Egypt Dr. MacDonald was present in the famous night march
on Tel-el-Kebir, at the brilliant battle of the same name which followed, and at the
subsequent occupation of Cairo, for which he received a medal and clasp, together
with the Khedive's bronze star. Having returned to India and resumed his duties
at Lucknow, he was before long tiansferred to Calcutta, and whilst serving there was
one of eight Indian medical officers who were sent to Egypt to cope with the severe
outbreak of cholera which occurred there in 1884, receiving for his services the special
thanks of the Egyptian Government through Lord Cromer. On his return to India
again Dr. MacDonald entered civil employment under Government, and held various
appointments in Bengal, Burma, and the Central Provinces. In 1892 he was promoted
to the rank of Surgeon-Major.

THE MACALISTERS.

The MacAlisters (as their name implies) trace their origin to Alasdair, or Alexander,
a son of Angus Mor of the Clan Donald.
' I2
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Major-General Keith MacAlister, of the Madras Cavalry (the eldest of three
soldier brothers and Indian heroes of the olden time), son of Ronald MacAlister of
Glenbarr and Cour, in Argyllshire, and Anne, daughter of Alexander MacDonald of
Kingsburgh, was born at Skerrinish in the Isle of Skye. He was appointed a Cadet in
1777 ; Cornet on the 13th of May, 1778 ; Captain on the 1st of June, 1796 ; Lieutenant-
Colonel on the 4th of September, 1799 ; Colonel on the 25th of October, 1809 ; and
Major-General on the 1st of January, 1812.!

General MacAlister served with great distinction in the Indian wars, especially at
the storming and capture of Seringapatam, and was one of the avengers of the cruel
imprisonment of his own brother (Colonel Matthew MacAlister) and his companions in
misfortune. In the course of his service General MacAlister took a prominent part in
organising the Madras Light Cavalry, which many competent judges called “ the crack
regiments of India.”

He died at Torrisdale, in Argyllshire, on the gth of March, 1820, at the age of
seventy-four.

Colonel Norman MacAlister, son of Ronald MacAlister of Glenbarr and Cour, in
Argyllshire, and Anne, daughter of Alexander MacDonald of Kingsburgh, was born at
Skerrinish, in the Isle of Skye. After having “endured much suffering, and fought
“ with matchless valour on behalf of the British Crown,” he rose to the rank of Colonel
in the service of the East India Company, and was appointed to the honourable and
responsible post of Governor of Penang or Prince of Wales Island.

Colonel MacAlister was lost at sea on board the East Indiaman “Ocean” on the
voyage home in 1812,

Colonel Matthew MacAlister, son of Ronald MacAlister of Glenbarr and Cour, in
Argylishire, and Anne, daughter of Alexander MacDonald of Kingsburgh, was born at
Skerrinish, in the Island of Skye, entered the service of the East India Company, and
rose to the rank of Colonel.? He was one of the very unfortunate officers of
Lieutenant-Colonel Baillie’s detachment that was cut off on the 1oth of September,
1780, by Hyder Ali. Having been reinforced by Colonel Fletcher with a detachment
of about 1,000 men, “the army, under the command of Colonels Fletcher and Baillie,
« and Captain Baird, marched in column. Suddenly, whilst in a narrow defile, a battery
« of twelve guns opened upon-them, and, loaded with grape-shot, poured it in upon
¢ their right flank. The British faced about, another battery opened immediately
¢« upon their rear. They had no choice but to advance. Other batteries met them. here
« likewise, and in less than half an hour fifty-seven pieces of cannon, brought to bear on
“ them at all points, penetrated into every part of the Britishline. . . . . Captain
¢¢ Baird and his Grenadiers fought with the greatest heroism, surrounded and attacked
“ on all sides by 25,000 cavalry, by thirty regiments of Sepoy Infantry, besides Hyder’s
« European Corps and a numerous artillery playing upon them from all quarters
“ within grape-shot distance. The little army, so unexpectedly assailed, had only

! India Office Records.

* He was a Major in 1796, as is shown by an inscription on his miniature portrait, viz.:—'* Major
MacAlister, Bombay, 1796.”
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“ ten pieces of cannon, but these made such havoc among the enemy that, after a
¢ doubtful contest of three hours, from six to nine in the morning, victory began to
“ declare for the British. The flower of the Mysore cavalry, after many bloody
“ repulses, were at length entirely defeated with great slaughter, and the right wing,
“ composed of Hyder's best forces, was thrown into disorder. . . . . Hyder
“ himself was about to give orders for retreat, when, by some unhappy accident, the
¢ tumbrils which contained the ammunition suddenly blew up in the centre of the
 Brirish lines. One whole face of their column was thus entirely laid open, many
“ men perished. The whole of the artillery as well as the ammunition was destroyed.
“ Tippo Saib instantly seized the moment of advantage, fell with the utmost rapidity,
“ at the head of the Mogul and Carnatic horse, into the broken square. This
“ attack by the enemy’s cavalry being immediately seconded by the French corps,
“ and by the first line of infantry determined at once the fate of the unfortunate
“ British army. After successive prodigies of valour, the brave Sepoys were, almost
“ to a man, cut to pieces. Colonels Baillie and Fletcher, assisted by Captain Baird,
“ rallied the Europeans under the whole fire of the immense artillery of the enemy,
“ and formed a new square on a little eminence, where, with swords and bayonets
“ only, they resisted and repulsed the myriads of the enemy in thirteen different attacks,
“ until at length they were fairly borne down and trampled upon, many of them
“ continuing to fight under the very legs of the horses and elephants. The British
“ loss in this engagement, called the battle of Perimbancum, amounted to about
% 4,000 Sepoys and about 600 Europeans.”! In consequence of nine wounds which he
received on that day (two of which were thought to be mortal), MacAlister was left
for dead upon the field of battle for nearly a whole day among a heap of slain.
However, it was discovered that his life was not extinct, and so he was carried to
Hyder Alli's camp, and, in a most miraculous manner, escaped death. He was
mangled in such a shocking manner as to soften the very heart of Hyder Alli himself,
before whom he was carried, perfectly naked, and terribly disfigured by his wounds;
and although Colonel Baillie and the other officers, who were badly wounded, were left
sitting upon the ground for some hours near Hyder, yet he ordered MacAlister's
wounds to be first and instantly dressed by his own surgeons. Colonel MacAlister
suffered a painful and cruel imprisonment for nearly four years (1780-1784), along with
Sir David Baird, loaded with heavy chains (nine lbs. in weight), in the prison of
Seringapatam. Notwithstanding his sufferings, Colonel MacAlister lived till 1829.2

-

-

Colonel John MacAlister, son of Alexander MacAlister of Strathaird, and nephew
of General Keith, and Colonels Norman and Matthew MacAlister, was born at
Strathaird, Skye, joined the East India Company’s service, and rose to the rank of

! Anderson's ** Scottish Nation.”

? Mr. A. R. MacDonald, younger, of Waternish, says:—' There were two other brothers of the
 MacAlisters, Charles and James, in the East India Company's service. Both of them died in India. Of
* the latter I know absolutely nothing, but of the former the following notification of his death appeared in
¢ the Scots Magazine, 1791 :—* April, 1790, near Vizagapatam, Lieutenant Charles MacAlister, Commander of
* *a Revenue Battalion in the East India Company’s service.’”
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Colonel. He died in India, leaving enough of money to enable his father to buy the
estate of Strathaird from Charles MacKinnon.

THE MACQUEENS.

The MacQueens are a sept of the Clan MacDonald. This was acknowledged by
Lord MacDonald, in 1778, when he offered a commission in the 76th Regiment to
Donald MacQueen, younger, of Corrybrough. They derive their name probably
from “ Conn of the Hundred Battles—Clann Chuinn Cheud Chathaich.”

Major John Donald MacQueen, K.H., 74th Highlanders, son of the Rev. Mr,
MacQueen, minister of the parish of Applecross, and grandson of the famous Celtic
scholar and divine, the Rev. Dr. Donald MacQueen' of Kilmuir, in Skye, was born
at Applecross, in Ross-shire, on the 4th of May, 1786. He was appointed as an Ensign
in the 74th Regiment on the 14th of July, 1800 ; and, as a Captain in the same
corps, he served in the Peninsula in Picton’s division from 1810 to the end of the war in
1814. He fought in nine battles, besides various minor affairs ; was five times severely
wounded, and received more than one less serious wound. He was present at the
battle of Busaco, the retreat to the lines of Torres Vedras, the actions of Pombal,
Redinha, Casal Novo, Foz d'Aronse, and Sabugal ; in the battles of Fuentes d'Onor
(where he was severely wounded) and Salamanca ; the capture of Madrid and Retiro ;
the affairs in the retreat from Madrid to Portugal; in the battle of Vittoria (where
he was three times wounded); the Pyrenees on the 27th, 28th, and 3oth July, 1813;
Nivelle, Nive, Orthes ; in the actions of the Bijorree and Tarbes; and in the battle
of Toulouse (where he was severely wounded through the lungs). Major MacQueen
received the silver war medal with nine clasps; retired in 1834; was nominated
a Knight of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order in 1835; was appointed a
Military Knight of Windsor ; and died shortly after at Windsor in 1836.

2 The 74th received particular praise from both Lieutenant-General Picton and
Major-General Brisbane, commanding the division and brigade respectively, for its
alacrity in advancing and charging through the village of Arinez, This was a very
brilliant affair, and was one in which the 74th was most particularly engaged. The
right wing, under Captain MacQueen, went off at double quick, and drove the enemy
outside the village, when they again formed up in line opposite their pursuers. The
French, however, soon after fled, leaving behind them a battery of seven guns.*

MacQueen’s own account of the battle is exceedingly graphic, “At Vittoria,”
he says, “I had the command of three companies for the purpose of driving
« the French out of the village of Arinez, where they were strongly posted. We
« charged through the village, and the enemy retired in great confusion. Lieu-
“ tenants Alves and Ewing commanded the companies which accompanied me. I

! It was of this clergyman that Dr. Samuel Johnson said :—** This is a critical man, sir ; there must be great
 vigour of mind to make him cultivate learning so much.”
2 Scottish Highlands, Highland Clans, and Highland Regiments.
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“ received three wounds that day, but remained with the regiment during the whole
“ action, and next day I was sent to the rear with the other wounded. Davis
“ (Lieutenant) carried the colours that day, and it was one of the finest things you
“ could conceive to see the 74th advancing in line, with the enemy in front, on very
“ broken ground full of ravines as regularly and in as good a line as if on parade.
« This is in a great measure to be attributed to Davis, whose coolness and gallantry
“ were conspicuous. Whenever we got to the broken ground he, with the colours,
“ was first on the bank, and stood there until the regiment formed on his right
“ and left.” !

Adjutant Alves says in his Journal that in this advance upon the village of Arinez
he came upon Captain MacQueen, as he thought, badly wounded. Alves ordered two
of the Grenadiers to lift MacQueen, and lay him behind a bank, out of the reach of the
firing, and there leave him. About an hour afterwards, however, Alves was very much
astonished to see the indomitable Captain at the head of his company, the shot that
had struck him in the breast having probably been a spent one which did not do him
much injury.

The following incident in which Captain MacQueen was concerned at Toulouse
(where, it may be remembered, he was severely wounded in the lungs) is worth
narrating. When left for dead on the field of battle, and his regiment had moved on,
a soldier—his foster-brother, named John Gillanders, whom he had taken with him from
his native parish as a recruit—missed his Captain and hurried back through a heavy
fire, searched for and found him, and carried him to the rear. There were few places
for shelter, and the faithful soldier, loaded with his almost insensible burden, pushed
his way into a house which was filled with officers, and called out for a bed. In the
room was a bed, and on it lay a wounded officer. He heard the entreaty of the
soldier, and saw the desperate condition of the officer he carried, and at once
exclaimed, “ That poor fellow needs the bed more than I do,” rose and gave it up.
That officer was the gallant Sir Thomas Brisbane.!

Major MacQueen was for some years Barrack-Master at Dundee and Perth. As
we have seen, he was in almost every battle fought during the Peninsular War, and
seldom came out without a wound, and yet he became Major of his regiment only in
1830, six years before his death.

Lieutenant John Archibald MacQueen, son of Major Donald John MacQueen,
K.H,, served in the 1st Battalion of the 6oth Rifles? during the second siege operations
at Mooltan, including the siege and storming of the town, and the capture of the
citadel of Mooltan. He was afterwards present at the battle of Goojerat (for which
he received a medal) ; took part in the pursuit of the Sikh army under Rajah Shere

' Scottish Highlands, Highland Clans, and Highland Regiments.

? It is very much to be regretted that the regimental records of the 1st Battalion of the 6oth Rifles have
recently been lost in the unfortunate wreck of the '* Warren Hastings.” The regiment is greatly to be
congratulated, however, upon the splendid discipline which it showed on that unfortunate occasion. The
military records of Lieutenant John Archibald MacQueen and Captain George Bliss MacQueen, as given in
this work, have suffered in fulness owing to the accident to which reference has been made.
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Sing until its final surrender at Rawal Pindee ; in the occupation of Attock and
Peshawur, and the expulsion of the Afghan force under the Ameer Dost Mahomed
beyond the Khyber Pass. He also served in the expedition against the Afridis in the
Kohat Pass in February 1850.

Lieutenant MacQueen died in India in 1852.!

Captain George Bliss MacQueen, son of Major Donald John MacQueen, K.H.,
received the rank of Second Lieutenant (without purchase) in the 1st Battalion of the
6oth Rifles, on the gth of March, 1849 ; that of Lieutenant (without purchase) in the
2nd Battalion of the same corps on the 23rd of December, 1853 ; was transferred to
the 1st Battalion (on the same date), and in it he got his commission as Captain
(without purchase) on the 19th of June, 1857 ; exchanged into the 51st Light Infantry
Regiment on the 23rd of October, 1860 ; and retired by the sale of his commission on
the 6th of July, 1870. He was engaged with the mutineers near Cawnpore on the
26th and 27th of November, 1857, and commanded a company of the 34th Regiment
(to which corps he was then attached for duty) at the defence of Cawnpore from the
26th of November, 1857, to the 1st December, 1858 ; but he served with the 1st
Battalion of the 6oth Rifles in the campaign in Rohilcund in 1858 ; in the actions of
Bugawalla and Nuggina ; the relief of Moradabad ; the action on the Dojura ; the
assault and capture of Bareilly ; the attack and bombardment of Shahjehanpore ; the
defeat of the rebels and relief of the garrison; the capture of the fort of Bunnai;
the pursuit of the enemy to the left bank of the Goomtee ; the destruction of the fort of
Mohamdee ; the attack on, and capture of, Shahabad, and in the action of Bunkagong.
He took part in the Oude campaign, including the action of Rissalpore and the
attack and capture of Fort Mittowlie, where he succeeded to the command of the 1st
Battalion.?

In recognition of his gallant services Captain MacQueen received the Indian
Mutiny medal.

Malcolm MacQueen, of the MacQueens of Skye, fell at the battle of Culloden in
1746 (when gallantly fighting for bonnie Prince Charlie), and in consequence of the
part which he took in the rising his estates were forfeited. His son (also called
Malcolm) was born in England after the battle. He became a medical man, and
married Maria Potter, grand-daughter of the Archbishop of Canterbury. They had two
sons, Colonel Potter MacQueen, who in early life served in a cavalry regiment, but
afterwards commanded the Bedfordshire Yeomanry Cavalry, for which county he sat
for fifteen years as member of Parliament. His brother, Captain John MacQueen, of
the Life Guards, received his first commission from His Majesty King George IV.

Captain Henry MacQueen, of the 31st Madras Light Infantry, youngest son of
Colonel Potter MacQueen, died at Agra, while serving with his regiment, at the early
age of twenty-six.

' This and other quotations from ** Hart's Army List " are given by kind permission of the proprietors.
2 Hart's Army Lists of 1852 and 1863, and Regimental Depdt Records.
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Captain Henry MacQueen was a direct descendant, on his mother’s side, from
Lord Astley, “who commanded 'the Foot in the Civil Wars in the reign of
Charles the First.”

THE MACINNESES.

The Maclnneses, Cinel Angus, or Clann Aonghais, are of common origin with the
Clan MacDonald, and derive their name from Angus, who was one of the “three
powerfuls of Dalriada.”

General John Maclnnes, eldest son of Miles MacInnes and his wife, Grace Grant,
daughter of the Reverend William Grant, for many years minister of the parish of
Kilmonivaig, was born at Camuscross, in the parish of Sleat, Isle of Skye, on the 1st
of August, 1779. His father died in 1785, and John Maclnnes was admitted to the
service of the Honourable East India Company on the 23rd of November, 1799. He
soon applied himself to the study of Oriental languages, and, owing to his proficiency,
was often enabled to hold good Staff appointments where a competent knowledge of
these languages was essential. v

Maclnnes received the rank of Lieutenant in the 2oth Native Infantry Regiment
on the 4th of March; 1800, was appointed Persian Interpreter to the Commanding
Officer and Assistant to the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack on the 21st of
June, 1804; promoted to the rank of Captain on the 19th of May, 1808 ; Aide-de-
Camp to the Governor of Prince of Wales Island on the 1st of May, 1812 ; appointed
a member of the committee established for superintending all public buildings,
fortifications, and public roads in that island on the 1oth of March, 1813 ; despatched
with communications from the Government to the King of Acheen on the 13th of
December, 1813 ; promoted to the rank of Major on the 3rd of June, 1816 ; to that
of Lieutenant-Colonel on the 26th of August, 1822 ; appointed to the temporary
command of the local corps and troops at Fort Marlborough, by the Lieutenant-
Governor, on the 7th of October, 1822 ; to the command of the Light Brigade of
Infantry of the South-East Division on the 4th of June, 1825 ; and to the temporary
command of the Arracan force, with the rank of Brigadier, on the 3oth of December,
1825. He is informed (on his appointment) that ¢ the Governor-General, fully
“ confiding in his judgment, zeal, intelligence, and discretion, has nominated him to the
“ temporary command of the South-Eastern Division of the army ” ; appointed to the
command of the same division on the gth of January, 1826 ; promoted to the rank
of Colonel on the sth of June, 1829 ; and to that of Major-General on the 28th of
June, 1838. He was a full general at the time of his death, which took place on the
12th of March, 1859.!

General Maclnnes was twice married. By his second wife, Miss Anna Sophia
Reynolds, he had three children, and the eldest of these, Miles MacInnes of Rickerby,
near Carlisle, was for several years Member of Parliament for Hexham Division of
Northumberland.

! India Office Records.
K
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General Maclnnes lived during the later years of his life at Fern Lodge, Hampstead,
near London, where he was much occupied with scientific, philanthropic, and religious
pursuits.

Private Hugh MacDonald, Camuscross, Sleat, served in the 42nd Highlanders
during the Peninsular War,  and was present at the battle of Corunna and other
engagements, for which he received the Peninsular War Medal.

Private Neil Maclnnes, parish of Strath, is said to have seen much active service,
but in what regiment it appears to be impossible now to ascertain.

Private MacInnes, Strathaird, joined the 42nd Highlanders and fought in ifs ranks
in the Crimean campaign.

THE MARTINS OF BEALLACH AND DUNTULM.

The Martins of Beallach and Duntulm are one of the old families of Skye, being a
sept of the Clan MacDonald.

Lieutenant Angus Martin (a son of Donald Martin of Beallach and Duntulm, and
an uncle of Sir Ranald Martin, Knight and C.B.) joined the 76th Regiment of (Highland)
Foot as a Lieutenant on the 31st of December, 1777, and served with it in the
American War of Independence. He appears to have retired from the service on the
disbandment of the regiment in March, 1784.

Sir James Ranald Martin, Knight and C.B., F.R.S. (son of the Reverend Donald
Martin, minister of the parish of Kilmuir, in Skye, and Mary, elder daughter of Norman
MacDonald of Scalpay), was born at Kilmuir in 1796. He was offered a combatant’s
commission in the 42nd Highlanders by his uncle, Lieutenant-General Sir John
MacDonald, G.C.B., Adjutant-General of the British Army, which, however, he was
obliged (for private reasons) to decline—much to his regret—and to go to India as a
military surgeon, where, through the influence of his cousin, the Marchioness of
Hastings, he was attached to the cavalry body-guard of her husband, who was then
Governor-General of India, with which force Dr. Martin served through the first
Burmese war in 1825, under Sir Archibald Campbell. . ,

Sir Ranald Martin was an able writer on tropical diseases.and kindred subjects,
and was one of the earliest advocates of sanitary reform in the army in India.

A true and loyal Highlander himself, he sent six of his sons into the army, all
gallant soldiers, while another son (although only a civilian) fought in the Indian
Mutiny with the bravery of his race ; and nothing gave Sir Ranald more genuine
pleasure than to give a helping hand to a kinsman or to.a countryman when an
opportunity of doing so presented itself. For his various eminent services he received
the Cross of the Order of the Bath and the honour of knighthood.

Sir Ranald Martin married, in 1826, Jane Maria, third daughter of Colonel Paton,

C.B. He died in 1874.
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Lieutenant Angus Martin, Royal Artillery (a brother of Sir James Ranald Martin,
Knight and C.B.), was wounded at the battle of Waterloo. When recovering from his
wounds he resided for a time with General Count Maurin, who had himself been
wounded on the same day when commanding a brigade of cuirassiers under Napoleon
Bonaparte. General Maurin had (when a prisoner of war in England previously)
married a cousin of Lieutenant Martin, Jane, daughter of Martin Martin of Beallach.

Lieutenant Martin died at Woolwich (and was buried there) about the year 1818.

Simon Nicolson Martin (second son of Sir James Ranald Martin, Knight and
C.B.), an Indian Judge, was caught in Lucknow by the rebels in 1857-58 ; fought as
a volunteer during the siege, was wounded, and received the Indian Mutiny medal
with a clasp for the “ Defence of Lucknow.”

Major James Ranald Martin, Bengal Artillery (third son of Sir James Ranald
Martin, Knight and C.B.), served in India throughout the Mutiny. He died in New
Zealand.

Major-General John Martin (fourth son of Sir James Ranald Martin, Knight
and C.B.) was an infantry officer, who fought in the Indian Mutiny (for which he got a
medal) ; was for atime second incommand of the Gwalior Regiment of Native Infantry,
and after some service in the Army Pay Department retired with the rank of
Major-General.

Colonel Cunliffe Martin, C.B. (fifth son of Sir James Ranald Martin, Knight and
C.B.), was born on the 3rd of February, 1834. He was appointed to the Bengal Light
Cavalry on the 2oth of November, 1851, and in 1852 was transferred to the 1st
Bengal Light Cavalry at Cawnpore. He was officiating second in command and
Adjutant of the Governor-General's body-guard in 1854-55, and in the latter year
was employed with it in the suppression of the Southal rebellion, after which he
rejoined the 1st Bengal Light Cavalry in the capacity of Interpreter and Quarter-
master. The regiment formed part of a column, under Brigadier-General Wheeler,
which marched from Cawnpore to Lucknow, in 1856, to annex the Province of Oude.

In 1857, Martin went to Mhow, in Central India, and was appointed Adjutant.
On the 1st of July of that year the regiment mutinied, killing its commanding officer,
Major Harris, and after that event Lieutenant Martin was attached to the 14th Light
Dragoons, and served with it at the siege and capture of Dhar (in October, 1857), on the
day of the investment of which he greatly distinguished himself while leading D Troop
of Captain Barrett’s squadron. A native leader of the enemy’s horse (a powerful
swordsman) singled him out for personal combat. The challenge was at once accepted,
and the native leader fell.

Colonel Martin was also present with the 14th Light Dragoons in the action of
Mundisore on the 22nd of November, 1857, where he was severely wounded in
charging and putting out of action a battery of six guns (protected by 250 match-
lock men), which he took with twenty men, for which he was recommended for the
Victoria Cross, mentioned in despatches, and received a medal and clasp for Central
India.

K 2
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Unfortunately, the letter sent by Major Gall (who then commanded the left wing of
the 14th Light Dragoons), which was strongly endorsed by Brigadier-General (afterwards
Sir. Charles) Stewart, recommending Lieutenant Martin for the distinction of the
Victoria Cross never reached Bombay, the post having been cut off by the mutineers,
who at that time surrounded the Central India Field Force. In 1859, Sir Ranald Martin
submitted his son’s case (through the Adjutant-General of the Bombay army) for the
favourable consideration of Lord Clyde, who was then Commander-in-Chief in India ;
but the result was a refusal, practically on the singular ground that the act of gallantry
performed by Lieutenant Martin was one “in which the men under his command
equally shared.” If this principle had been carried out all along, several officers who
could be mentioned would still be without Victoria Crosses. But “the war-bred Sir
Colin,” like smaller men, had strong prejudices ; and we have it now, on the authority
of Sir W. H. Russell, the veteran War Correspondent of the “ The Times,” that ¢ Sir
¢ Colin Campbell regarded the institution of the Victoria Cross with strong dislike. It
“ was, according to his views, a mischievous innovation,” !

After the suppression of the Indian Mutiny, Martin was appointed Adjutant of the
newly-raised 1st Bengal European Light Cavalry, the present 19th Hussars, and in
1860 he was promoted to the command of the 2nd Central India Horse. In 1867, he
served as Aide-de-Camp to Brigadier-General Donald Martin Stewart (now Field-
Marshal Sir Donald Martin Stewart, G.C.B., &c.) commanding the Bengal Brigade in
the expedition sent to Abyssinia, and was attached to the rzth Bengal Cavalry at the
capture of Magdala, having daringly ridden (attended by only one servant, a syce)
through a hostile country from Zulla to within a few miles of the capital. TFor the
Abyssinian Expedition Colonel's Martin’s name was mentioned in despatches, and he
received a medal.

Colonel Martin was promoted to be commandant of the Central India Horse, and
Political Agent in Western Malwa in 1877. He served in command of the Central
India Horse in Afghanistan in 1880; in the Besud and Khama Valleys Expedition
under Brigadier-General J. Doran, C.B., for which he was mentioned in despatches;
took part in the march from Kabul ? to Kandahar under Sir Frederick Roberts, and was
present at the action of Kandahar on the 1st of September, 1880. For these services
he got a medal and clasp, the bronze star, and the Companionship of the Bath.

Colonel Martin is one of the “ mighty hunters” of India, having been present at
the death of about 200 tigers, besides other big game, including a savage ‘ man-eater,”
which was the pest of a wide tract of country for several years, and the lion that figures
in Mr. Rowland Ward’s well-known group called “ The Struggle.”

Colonel Martin retired from the army in 1889. :

Cornet Norman Alexander Martin, seventh son of Sir James Ranald Martin,
Knight and C.B., served in the Indian Native Cavalry. At the time of the outbreak
of the Mutiny he was an Aide-de-Camp, and threw up his post to rejoin his troop of the

! See * The Army and Navy Gazette" of the 8th of January, 18g8.
2 One day, during these operations, Colonel Martin pluckily swam the River Kabul four times when in
flood with his whole regiment.
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7th Bengal Cavalry, which soon mutinied. Young Martin could have escaped, but
stopped to rescue his Captain (Jack Staples), a fat, clumsy man, who had lost his horse
in trying to mount. The gallant youth got his unwieldy comrade up behind him, but,
owing to the double burden which the horse was carrying, the two officers were ridden
down and shot. This happened close to Cawnpore in 1857, and thus passed away a
chivalrous and promising soldier at the early age of nineteen.

Lieutenant Angus Martin, eighth son of Sir James Ranald Martin, Knight and C.B.,
joined the Native Indian Infantry, but got attached to the 97th Foot, with which he
served in India during the Mutiny, and for his services there received a medal. He
died in 1897.

Colonel Martin Martin, Royal Engineers, ninth son of Sir James Ranald Martin,
Knight and C.B., when serving in India as a Lieutenant participated in the thanks of
the Government of that country, along with the 2nd Company of Bengal Sappers, then
under his command, for successful bridging operations across the Jumna, in a threatened
overflow of that river, in 1872-73, and while employed during the famine in Madras, in
1877, he was thanked by the Government of that Presidency for a rapid march which
he made when in command of a portion of “O" Field Battery, 1st Bengal Royal
Artillery, and for the demolition, by gunpowder, of the weir of the Red Hills Lakes,
which were then bursting their dams and threatening a serious flood, which might have
swept into the city of Madras. He served in the Afghan Campaigns of 1878, 1879,
and 1880 with General Sir Frederick Roberts and General Donald Martin Stewart,
including the march from Kandahar to Kabul, and the action of Ahmed Kheyl. He
also took part in the Zhob Valley Campaign of 1884.

While in command of the troops at Port Royal, Jamaica, in 1890-93, Major Martin
was one of those who received the thanks of the War Office for the judicious disposal
of the large grant of money which had been made by Government to put that foitress
in a state of defence. During this period most of the forts were rebuilt, and almost
wholly re-armed with the most modern artillery, while a native garrison was raised
to obviate the employment of Europeans in such a fever-stricken spot, it being a
remarkable fact that yellow fever does not usually attack negroes, or even those mixed
breeds who have some negro blood in their veins. Jamaica is not a fortress of the
first importance at present, but it might become so if ever the Panama or the Nicaragua
Canal were completed. A thoughtful paper by Colonel Martin, entitled ¢ Cover,
Screen, and Illusion,” extracts from which appeared in “The Army and Navy Gazette
in October, 1896, was very favourably received and commented upon at the time in
military circles.

Field-Marshal Sir Donald Martin Stewart,! Baronet, G.C.B, G.CS.I., C.ILE.,
Indian Staff Corps, Governor of Chelsea Hospital (son of Captain Robert Stewart of

! Tothe same branch of the Stewart family—viz., the Stewarts of Kincardine—belonged the famous soldier-
poet of the '45, Colonel John Roy Stewart, and likewise Lieutenant-General Sir John Stewart, the hero of
Maida. Sir Donald Stewart is also connected with the MacLeods of Drynoch through the marriage of his
ancestor, Bailie Stewart of Inverness (a noted Jacobite), with Anne, daughter of Norman MacLeod, IV. of
Drynoch.
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the Perthshire Militia, and Flora, daughter of the Reverend Donald Martin, Minister
of the parish of Kilmuir, in Skye, by his wife, Mary, daughter of Norman MacDonald
of Scalpay), was born on the 1st of May, 1824, and was educated partly at one of the
old parochial schools of Scotland (of which he himself said, in one of his public
speeches, he had “a grateful and affectionate recollection ") and partly at Aberdeen,
where he distinguished himself in classics.

In 1897, Sir Donald Stewart presided at the annual dinner of the Inverness-shire
Association, in London, and in the course of a speech said :—“1 am an old Inverness-
“ shire man ; I am a Skyeman, and I believe that my relations still living in the Isle
“ of Skye number, at least, 3,000! At all events I have never yet met a Skyeman
“ who did not inform me that he was a cousin, more or less removed ! ”

Donald Martin Stewart began his brilliant military career in India. Having been
nominated at the recommendation of his relative, Lieutenant-General Sir John
MacDonald, G.C.B., Adjutant-General of the British Army, he was appointed an
Ensign on the 12th of October, 1840 ; posted to the gth Native Infantry Regiment, at
Secrole, Benares, on the sth of March, 1841 ; promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on
the 3rd of January, 1844 ; appointed Adjutant to his corps on the 5th of March, 1845 ;
and before the end of the following year had acquired “a competent knowledge of
Hindustanee.” General Kennedy in an inspection report, dated 23rd December, 1847,
said :—* Lieutenant Stewart is in an eminent degree qualified for his duties as Adjutant,
“ and the high state of discipline in which the gth Native Infantry Regiment is in
“ reflects the greatest credit on Major Smith and his Adjutant.”

On the 29th of July, 1848, Lieutenant Stewart, having been found duly qualified,
was allowed to resign the adjutancy and to take up instead the duties of Interpreter
and Quartermaster to his corps. He was appointed to act as Brigade-Major at Peshawur
on the 23rd of January, 1854," and on the 24th of the following June received the rank
of Captain. In the same year he was engaged in the operations against the Momunds,
for which he was mentioned in -Brigadier-General Cotton’s despatches in the following
terms :—*“ He is a very able officer and competent to all his duties . . . . Captain
% Murray, who is absent at this moment, and Captain Stewart are two very superior
« officers, and particularly distinguished themselves in the action with the enemy near
“ Mitchnee . . . . Captain Stewart is now second in command, and ably supports
“ his commanding officer.”

Acting as Deputy-Assistant-Adjutant-General of the Delhi Field Force, Captain
Stewart served at the siege and storming of that city in 1857 ; was thanked by General
Reed for his services, as well as by General Wilson, who said :—“ To that experienced
“ officer . . . . and his gallant and energetic coadjutor, Captain D. M. Stewart,
“ Deputy-Assistant-Adjutant-General, who have conducted the duties of this important
“ department much to my satisfaction, I am greatly indebted for the assistance they
“ have afforded me.” !

Captain Stewart's perilous ride out of the beleaguered city of Agra, through the
enemy'’s lines, with despatches to Alleyghur and Delhi was one of the most daring feats

' India Office Records.
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done by any soldier during the Indian Mutiny, and would, doubtless, have secured for
him the Victoria Cross, if rewards were then as common as they are nowadays.

On the 3oth December, 1857, Captain Stewart was made Second Assistant-
Adjutant-General of the Army, Brevet-Major on the 19th of January following, and
Deputy-Adjutant-General in India in February, 1863.!

Colonel Stewart was selected by General Sir William Mansfield, Commander-in-
Chief in India, to organise and equip a brigade of all arms of Bengal troops for service
in the Abyssinian Expedition of 1868. Captain Frederick Roberts, V.C. (now Lord
Roberts), was the Assistant-Quarter-Master-General of the brigade, and it was under
his careful supervision that the transport vessels were selected in the port of Calcutta,
and their sanitary condition (including cubical space) thoroughly tested. The brigade
carried its own land transport, so that on its arrival at Zulla, the port of debarkation,
it could have taken the field at once without any further assistance. No force was
ever more perfectly equipped ; but on its arrival at Zulla the brigade was broken up,
Brigadier-General Stewart remaining in command there until he was relieved (by
General Russell from Aden) and ordered to take command at Senafe, the first station
on the high tableland, where he remained till the object of the expedition was
accomplished, and then he returned to India.

For his services in the Abyssinian Expedition Brigadier-General Stewart received a
medal, and was made a Companion of the Bath.

General Stewart was appointed to the command of the Peshawar District in July,
1869 ;! Chief Commissioner of the Adaman and Nicobar Islands in 1871, and transferred
to the command of the Lahore District in 1876. He commanded the Kandahar and
South Afghanistan force from 1878 to 1880 at Kabul ; and in North Afghanistan from
the latter year till the withdrawal of our troops from that country, for which important
services he received the thanks of both Houses of Parliament ; was created a K.C.B., a
G.C.B., a Baronet, and got a medal with a clasp.!

In December, 1879, General Sir Frederick Roberts was overpowered by Mahomed
Jan, and beleaguered in Sherpur. The advance of Sir Charles Gough, and the difficulty
of keeping the Afghan Highlanders together, relieved him partially ; but the country
around was so unsettled that he could not move far from the shelter of the walls. In
April, 1880, Sir Donald Stewart moved from Kandahar to Kabul to relieve Sir Frederick
Roberts, and to strengthen his position in the north—a more difficult and dangerous
march? even than the one which Roberts afterwards made the reverse way, because
Stewart had to make a road as he went along (smoothing all the difficult places,
including the formidable Zambaruk Pass) and taking guns and waggons on wheels over
the whole of it ; the country was comparatively unknown, not having been traversed
till then since the first Afghan War in 1839—42 ; the whole of the forage was hidden
and the people of the country bitterly hostile; and, finally, he met and defeated a
superior force (on the 19th of April) near Ghazni, at Ahmed Kheyl.. :

! India Office Records.
? It is said that the reason why this march is not so well known as the other is that Stewart gave the

** specials " the slip.
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THE BATTLE OF AHMED KHEYL.!

“ Sir Donald Stewart, knowing the efficacy of taking the initiative, formed front
(to a flank) and was preparing to deliver an attack with his leading brigade, when the
enemy suddenly burst upon him and compelled him to take up a defensive position.

It was the General's intention to advance to the attack, but at 9 a.m.,
before his dispositions were fully developed, the whole crest of the curved line of
hills, held by the enemy, was observed to be swarming with men along a front of
nearly two miles. Scarcely had the guns opened fire, when from the enemy’s position
rushed out successive waves of swordsmen on foot stretching out beyond either flank
and seeming to envelope the British force. . . . . . After an hour's gallant and
strenuous exertion to break the British line the efforts of the enemy began to fail
under the murderous fire. The onslaught was checked, hesitated, and died away— the
entire body dispersing broadcast over the country, completely defeated and scattered.
The enemy left 1,000 dead on the field, and their total loss amounted to about 3,000.
The British loss was only 141, including killed and wounded.”

Sir Donald Stewart was appointed Military Member of the Governor-General's
Council in 1880, Commander-in--Chief in India, and Extraordinary Member of the
Governor-General's Council in 1881 ; Member of the Council of India in 1885
(reappointed for a further period of five years in December, 1895) ; received the baton
of a Field Marshal in May, 1894 ; was appointed a Member of the Royal Commission
on Indian Expenditure, and Governor of Chelsea Hospital in 1895.?

Sir W. H. Russell, writing in “ The Army and Navy Gazette,” regarding the
Diamond Jubilee procession in June, 1897, said :—* If the people had known Sir Donald
“ Stewart, the valiant soldier of the Mutiny, the successful Commander-in-Chief who
“ had contributed so largely to the settlement of the North-West frontier by his
“ military skill, or had identified his comrade on his right, Sir Linthorn Simmons
“ ., . . . . they would have given hand and voice to record their sense of the
“ ments of t“o soldiers, whose careers, widely different in a degree, were most
“ meritorious.”

Sir Donald Stewart married, in 1847, Marina, daughter of Commander T. D.
Dabine, Royal Navy, with issue.

Colonel Norman Robert Stewart, son of Field-Marshal Sir Donald Martin Stewart,
Bart., G.C.B., &c., saw active service both in Afghanistan and in Egypt.

Captain Donald Stewart, C.M.G., son of Field-Marshal Sir Donald Martin Stewart,
Bart., G.C.B,, &c., took part, along with the 92nd Highlanders, in the march from
Kabul to Kandahar, and was present at the battle of Kabul, where he was wounded.
He also served with the 75th Highlanders in Egypt in 1885, but afterwards left the

' From Major G. J. Younghusband’s ** Indian Frontier War,” by kind permission of Messrs. Kegan Paul,
Trench, Trilbner, and Company, Limited, London.
2 India Office Records.
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service, and is now (in 1898) British Resident at Kumasi, after having been employed
in the police service along with the last Ashanti Expedition. Ior his great zeal and
devotion to duty in Africa, Captain Stewart was made a Companion of the Order of
St. Michael and St. George in 1898.

Major-General Andrew Aldcorn Munro, C.I.E., J.P. (whose mother was Anne,
daughter of the Rev. Donald Martin, minister of Kilmuir, in Skye, and sister of Sir
James Ranald Martin, Knight and C.B.), entered the Bengal Army in 1846, and
obtained his Lieutenant’'s commission three years later. He served in the Punjab
campaign of 1848-49 (for which he got a medal), and in the Southal campaign of
1855-56 ; was promoted to the rank of Captain in 1860 ; took part in the Umbeyla
campaign in 1863 with the Euzofzaie Field Force, under Brigadier-General
Chamberlain, for which he obtained a medal with clasp; was Commissioner of the
Punjab, and Deputy Commissioner of the frontier districts of Peshawur, Hazara, Dera,
Ghazi Khan, Kohat, Bannu, and Dera Ismail Khan, from 13855 to 1880. He was
promoted to be Major in 1866 ; appointed officiating Commander of the Multan
Division in 1871, and made a Lieutenant-Colonel in the following year. He served as
Commander of the Derajat Division from 1871 to 1880, and commanded the Dour
Valley Expedition in 1872. He got the rank of Colonel in 1877, and that of Major-
General in 1881, when he retired on full pay as a Colonel of the Bengal Staff Corps.

General Munro married, in 1867, Janet Victoria, daughter of General Sir R. H.
Cunliffe, Bart., with issue a son (Ranald) and a daughter (Annabel). The General died
at his residence, Woodside, Frant, Sussex, on the 2nd of February, 1898, aged
seventy-two. He was an enthusiastic Highlander, and spoke, read, and wrote the
Gaelic language with perfect ease.

NOTES.
THE REGIMENT OF THE ISLES, THE FENCIBLES, AND THE LOCAL MILITIA,

The Regiment of the Isles (552 strong), raised by Lord MacDonald, chiefly on his own
estates, was embodied at Inverness on the 4th of June, 1799. All the men were in the
prime of life, their average age being twenty-two, and their conduct was most exemplary
in camp and quarters. The only duty of an active nature which fell to their lot during
their short period of service was restoring order among the sailors of Whitehaven, who
had taken up a threatening attitude towards their employers, the shipowners. This
unpleasant task the Highlanders were enabled to perform “ without force, and more by
“ the respect in which the regiment was held, and the imposing appearance of the men
“ when drawn up ready to act, than by violence.”!

The corps was reduced at Fort George in July, 1802,

! General Stewart of Garth's ** Annals of the Highland Regiments."
L
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A regiment of Local Militia, consisting of 500 men, was formed in the Island of
Skye in 1811, '

“There are so many old soldiers settled in Skye, receiving pensions for wounds
and length of service, that the circulation of so much ready money is no small
advantage to their native isles. The Collectors of Excise, who usually pay these
pensions, sometimes find their collections of duties too small to meet the military
payments at their half-yearly collections. While so many soldiers returned home to
enjoy their country’s rewards for their services, I have access to know that an equal
number settled in other parts of the kingdom after their discharge.”—General Stewart
of Garth.

THE SKYE VOLUNTEERS.

In the year 1803,' two regiments of Volunteers were formed in Skye. The
command of the 1st Regiment (which numbered 507 men) was given to Lieutenant-
Colonel James MacLeod of Raasay, and that of the 2nd Corps (whose strength was
510 men) was bestowed upon Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander MacDonald of Lynedale.

A meeting of the officers was held at Portree on the 16th of November, at which,
in addition to the two Lieutenant-Colonels and the two Majors (Major Alexander
MacDonald of Mugstot and Major John Campbell of Kingsburgh), Norman
MacDonald of Scalpay and Lachlan MacKinnon of Corry were present. Twenty
alarm posts were fixed upon, at which arrangements were made to convey signals
either by day or by night, and “ upon the first intelligence of the landing of an enemy ”
the one battalion was to muster at Sconser, and the other at Portree, ready, of course,
to take the field at a moment’s notice. The services of these patriots were not
required, as it afterwards turned out, Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar in 1805 having
upset Napoleon’s plans for the invasion of Great Britain ; but doubtless many of the
men would have found their way into the regular army when the Peninsular War
began in 1808.

At the present day there is only one Volunteer company in the whole of the
Island ; but, if the cry of “ the Empire in danger ” arose again, the men of Skye would
be found equal to the emergency as in the days of yore. ‘ AT

! Cameron’s ‘* History and Traditions of the Isle of Skye.”
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THE MACLEODS OF SKYE AND THEIR CONNECTIONS.

(MACLEOD OF MACLEOD AND HIS CLAN.)

“ Agus t-Olachd as t-uaisle,
% Cha bu shuarach ri leanmhuinn;
“ Dh-fhuil direach righ Lochluinn,
“ B 'e sid toiseach do sheanachais.
% Tha do chairdeas so-iarraidh,
“ Ris gach Iarla tha 'n Albuinn ;
% 'S ri uaislean na h-Eireann,
% Cha bhreug, ach sgeul dearbht 'e.
“ I h-urabh o, &c.

ES

'S ri uaislean na h-Eireann,
Cha bhreug, ach sgeul dearbht ’e,
A mbhic an fhir chliutaich,
Bha gu fiughantach ainmeil,
Thug barrachd an gliocas,
Air gach Ridir bha 'n Albuinn ;
Ann an cogadh 'san sio’-chainnt,
'S ann an dioladh an airgeid.
“I h.urabh o, &c.

2

Ann an cogadh 's an sio’-chainnt,
'S ann an dioladh an airgeid ;
% 'S beag an t-ionghnadh do mhac-sa,
Bhidh gu beachdail, mor, meanmnach,
Bhidh gu fiughant’, fial, farsuinn,
O 'n a ghlachd sibh mar shealbh e ;
Clann Ruairidh n 'am bratach,
¢ 'Se mo chreach-sa na dh-fhalbh dhiu.”
* I h-urabh o, &c.”
Mairi Nighean Alasdair Ruaidh.

. o " o
2 & 2

“ S tric a dhearbh iad bho ’n uair sin,
“ Ann an cathan ’s an cruadal,
“ Gu 'm bheil gaisgeadh nach fuaraich,
“ Ann an dualchas Chloinn Leoid.”
Niall MacLeoid.

Sir Ruairidh Mor MacLeod—designated Mor, or Great, “ not so much from his
“ size or stature of his body, which was not remarkably large, as from the strength of
“ his parts”'—was undoubtedly the most notable warrior of the race of Leod up to
his own day. A Highland chief of the first rank and of the best type of those times—
daring and impetuous even beyond the verge of rashness, but noble-spirited, generous,

! Mackenzie’s ** History of the MacLeods.”
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and given to hospitality that knew no bounds, Rory Mor’s soul was thoroughly imbued
with the turbulent spirit of the age in which he lived.

In the year 1594, the Chief of Dunvegan crossed over to the north of Ireland with
500 of his clansmen, and there took part in Red Hugh O’Connell’s rebellion against
the rule of Queen Elizabeth of England, for which incursion he incurred the displeasure
of his own Sovereign, the Scottish King James the Sixth ; but, having made due sub-
mission, he was again received into the Royal favour. And when, two years later, he
was ordered by the King, on two days’ notice, to appear at Islay with all his followers,
“under pain of treason and forfeiture,” Rory Mor, while remonstrating against the
unreasonableness of the Royal command, offered to prove his loyalty in characteristic
fashion. He said :—“ Whom your Grace or my Lord Crowner will command in your
“ Highness's name to pass on, either by sword or fire, I shall do the same on any
“ your Grace may command me to fight hand in hand in your Grace's sight, I shall
“ prove my pith on him.” It does not appear, however, that the Scottish Solomon
took advantage of this handsome offer, but we find, not long afterwards, Rory Mor
proving his pith on a personal enemy, ¢ Sir Roderick MacKenzie of Coigeach, Tutor
“ of Kintail, who purposely insulted him, and whom he knocked down in the presence
“ of the Privy Council, an offence which was at that time punishable by death ;
“ but MacLeod managed to effect his escape, and soon after arrived safely in the
“ Isles."!

Donald Gorm Mor MacDonald of Sleat married Margaret, eldest sister of Rory
Mor. For some reason or other the marriage was not a happy one. The story goes
that the lady was blind of an eye, and that on account of this blemish (unnoticed by
the lover's eyes) her husband sent her home, “ air each cam s le gille cam,” on a one-
eyed horse led by a one-eyed lad, thus adding insult to injury. Be this as it may,
MacDonald divorced his wife, and (as if still further to exasperate MacLeod) married
soon afterwards Mary, a sister of MacLeod’s mortal enemy, the Tutor of Kintail.
Matters had now come to a crisis. Rory Mor was furious, “ assembled his vassals, and
“ carried fire and sword into MacDonald’s lands of Troternish. The MacDonalds, in
“ revenge, invaded Harris, which they laid waste. The MacLeods then made a foray
“ upon MacDonald’s estate of North Uist under their chief, who sent his kinsman,
¢ Donald Glas of Drynoch with forty men to lay waste the land . . . . . . .
“ Donald Glas and his men were met by a celebrated warrior of the Clan Donald,
‘ Donald Maclain 'Ic Sheumais of the Kingsburgh family, who had only twelve men
“ in his party. The MacLeods were routed, and their leader, Donald Glas, was killed.
“ These incursions were carried on with so much inveteracy that both clans were
“ brought to the brink of ruin.”! Then followed “ the Desperate Battle” (“ Am Blar
Fuathasach "), which was fought in the year 1601 on the shoulder of one of the Coolin
Hills, hence it is frequently spoken of as “the Battle of Benquillin.” ¢ After a fierce
“ and obstinate combat, in which both clans fought with great bravery, the MacLeods
“ were overthrown.” ! This was the last battle fought between the two clans. Ever
after that day “ they submitted their disputes to the decision of the law.”

-

-

! Mackenzie's “ History of the MacLeods.”
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" Rory Mor died in the year 1626 at the Chanonry of Ross, and his remains were
interred in the aisle of Fortrose Cathedral, where his tomb with its inscription can
still be seen. Never has the grief of a whole clan been more fittingly expressed than
when Patrick Mor MacCrimmon, refusing to be comforted, “lifted on him hi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>