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NOTICE.

In the comparison of Charles Napier and Desaix, 1st Vol, the
French general is represented as a small man ; but it would appear
from Marshal Marmeont’s memoirs that he was tall.

The description of the swordplayer’s feat, vol. 2—cutting an orange
on Bir C. Napier'’s hand—has, it is said, been taken as implying
a horizontal stroke. That would not have been remarkable as
regards dexterity or nerve. The cut was vertical—downwards, on to
the hand.



LIFE

OF

CHARLES JAMES NAPIER.

SIXTEENTH EPOCH.

SEVENTH PERIOD.

How little Charles Napier allowed ill-treatment to affect his
public conduct is now to be shewn. Comprehending the
art of governing largely, he with a stoic’s austerity set all
personal feelings aside while labouring in that vocation:
and his Memoir on Scinde, before mentioned, as hastily
composed for Sir John Hobhouse, will indicate his power of
mind in the accomplishment.

“Memoir on Scinde, 1846.—As the system on which I
have governed Scinde for near four years is not known at
home, except to Lord Ellenborough, it may be well to give
a slight sketch of it.

“1°, State of the People.—The people of Scinde are
wild, uneducated, and warlike, but a noble nation if the word
nation can be applied to men who have no national feelings,
no union. They are divided into tribes, some stationary,
some nomadic. All are addicted to robbery and murder, if
we choose to call their acts by those names; but to do so
would not be strictly just, because no law existed under the

VOL. IV. B



2 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1846.

Ameers against such crimes, in which those princes largely
participated. A few general rules did exist under the
Mahometan rulers, but were so entirely open to every species
of corrupt influence that it is an abuse of terms to call them
laws. They only applied, if applied at all, to the first of
three great classes into which the population is divided, viz.
Beloochees, Scindees, Hindoos.

“The first are Mahometans, and till the conquest were
masters of the other two, who were their slaves. The Scin-
dees were absolute serfs, over whom every petty Belooch
chief held the power of life and death, and used it freely.
Each tribe protected itself, because in reality no law existed;
and in a very curious way they did so. Tribe A, being in
want, would rob tribe B, which took no notice of the depre-
dation for a time, longer or shorter according to circum-
stances. But when the proper time came for remuneration,
tribe B, having perhaps a quarrel with tribe C, proposed to
pardon A if it would help B to rob C. This accepted, a
small compensation for the original robbery made up the
quarrel between A and B, and so on. Thus a sort of rotatory
system of plunder, well understood, went on amongst all the
tribes.

“In this manner pressing necessities were relieved by
what may be rather called forced loans than robbery; and
between these domestic attacks there intervened the plunder
of travellers, and the levying of black mail on caravans.
This black mail, with a limited but existing commerce,
enabled the tribes to live in a country where neither lodging,
nor clothing, nor firing, are needed, and where the greatest
chief lives under a mat stretched on a few poles. It is true
the richer Hindoos have houses in the towns; but they are
built of mud, and purposely wretched in appearance, or the
Ameers would have instantly squeezed money from the
owners.

“The above system seems to us robbery, to the people of
Scinde a conventional arrangement well understood, and
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producing no very bitter hostilities amongst the tribes ; but,
except amongst chiefs it in a great measure prevented inter-
marriages, and each tribe kept itself pure and distinct. And
with regard to murder, as we Europeans would call it, it was
in fact a rude natural law, understood and rigidly main-
tained. If one of tribe A seduced a woman of tribe B, the
woman's friends killed both, and a blood feud arose; the
two tribes, from the moment, become deadly enemies, unless
both tribes joined to slay the culpable pair: in that case no
feud arises. But suppose a man of A seduces a woman of B
and her relations kill her, while the man escapes; then tribe
B will have a blood feud against A, and the first man of A
they catch will be slain. The feud would then cease so far
as the tribes were concerned, but the worst consequence of
such a barbarous state would follow.

““The innocent man killed has probably no connection
with the offending man of his tribe, and his family will in
public avow the justice of his slaughter; but in secret they
vow a private fead with the man, and the family of the man
who slew their kinsman: they watch him for years, and
either he or some of his family is finally slain! Then the
balance of blood is upset, and both tribes arise in arms.
These private blood feuds are by no means objected to by
the tribes; the family who suffer unavenged would be dis-
honoured.

“T have traced out the minuteness with which this blood
system has been followed for many generations, and have
had several opportunities of doing so :—recently a remark-
able one, between the Bullfoot Noomrees and the Choota
Noomrees. The first are our subjects, the last our neigh-
bours ; they knew I would not let them fight, and made me
umpire. Originally one tribe, they split 100 years ago, and
have carried their feud down to the present hour. The
chiefs embraced in my pregence with a peculiar ceremony,
the Choota making the first advances, as the Bullfoot is the
acknowledged head of all the Noomree tribes. When I
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4 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1846.

proposed reconciliation, they said my sword was stronger
than their swords, and what I ordered they would obey.

‘“ Here it must be remarked, that on a reconciliation it
i8 not unusual for the murderer to give a sister, or daughter,
in marriage to the next akin of the murdered man; and I
have known a daughter of a slain man given to his slayer.
Educated to expect this, it is not by the women considered
so shocking as it would be with us.

“ From the time a blood feud begins an exact account is
kept, and until both parties have slain an equal number no
reconciliation can take place: sometimes not then; and so
accurately is this account kept, that it even comprises
wounds not mortal. This is all murder according to our
ideas, but among them is no more so than duels amongst
us; not indeed so much, for we, if we choose to seek it,
have a protection in Jaw, whereas these people before the
conquest had no other protection. The terms, robbers and
murderers, cannot therefore justly apply to the people of
Scinde ; and as to petty thieving it is scarcely known, except
a little in the large towns, and in our cantonments, filled
as they are with blackguards from Bombay.

““This perfect division of tribes prevented their having
any national feelings, or any attachment whatever to their
late masters the Ameers. I saw this at my first coming,
and on the conquest turned it to account, by giving each
chief all he possessed before the battle of Meeanee, and also
greater security of possession: for under the Ameers no
man who was not very powerful was secure of his jaghire.
I thus attached the nobles to an order of things giving them
advantages not before enjoyed ; and I acquired great know-
ledge of their feelings from the collectors:—especially from
Captain Rathborne the collector at Hydrabad, who lives on
intimate terms with the most powerful of them, and is him-
self an officer of great ability. .

 System of Government.—I shall now state my mode of
governing and reclaiming these rude people.
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““ Having secured the confidence of the chief men as to
their possessions, my next object was graduglly to subvert
their power over the Hindoo and Scindee slaves: not called
s0o but being so in fact. The abolition of slavery by the
supreme government gave the first blow to this, so far as
their purchased Africans were concerned. The second step
was to listen to all complaints of ill-treatment made by the
poor, whether against Englishmen or Beloochees ; this pro-
duced a feeling that justice and protection would be given
to all under the British rule. The third step was to de-
prive the chiefs of the power of capital punishment, of tor-
ture, in fine of all punishments, forcing them to apply to
our magistrates for justice. This in some measure lowered
the chiefs in the estimation of their retainers, but raised the
latter in their own estimation, and it was necessary.

“The fourth step was to abolish the abominable old
Indian system of regulating the price of labour by a tariff ;
the market for labour was at once thrown open, and wages
rose, from forced labour, nearly unpaid, to 8d. and even 44,
a day. This met with opposition from the English, and
strange to say, I have hardly been able to enforce this rule
yet! A tariff on labour is said to prevail in India at this
moment; but this is not known personally to me, and I can
hardly believe in such foul injustice and tyranny towards
the labouring class. By this measure the condition and
feelings of the poor have been so much improved, that if the
government was so unwise as to restore the Ameers, my
doubt is great as to their being able to hold their thrones for
six months: all would be confusion and bloodshed.

“ Fifthly.— I deprived all people of the right to wear
arms in public, with exception of the chiefs, on whom the
prohibition would have fallen as an indignity ; and probably
they would not have borne it so patiently as they have
other rules, of a nature more fatal to their supremacy as
feudal chiefs. Moreover had they been prevented wearing
arms, all would have been involved in discontent and have
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made common cause: by leaving them their swords and
shields, them alone, their personal consequence and appear-
ance was augmented, and their vanity flattered. Their
followers cared little for the deprivation, not being worked
up to anger by the chiefs; but if so worked, in a contrary
case, would have cared much, and been prompt to use the
.arms against us. All was received with good temper, and
the chiefs girded with their swords acquired additional im-
portance.

“ But this was not all. The Scindees and the Hindoos
who never were allowed to bear arms, the first being all
cultivators the last all merchants, also acquired importance,
which pleased them much. They found themselves on a
level as to civil rights with their former tyrants, by having
the latter pulled down, which gratified them perhaps more
than being raised themselves. They were no longer in awe
of the armed Belooch, whose scymitar had been before
drawn on the slightest provocation and fatally applied. It
is now man to man, and the Scindee is as good as the
Belooch in a bodily contest, allowing for the habitual fear of
the slave ; this cannot be at once removed, and prevails the
more strongly from those unhappy reports, spread by the
infamous Indian press, that the Ameers are to be restored.

“ A letter arrived last Christmas from the ex-Ameers,
stating that Lord Ashley had written to them, saying they
were to return and live on the frontier as private gentlemen.
I am unable to say what truth there is in this report, but

" the Hindoo merchants believed in it; and in consequence
thereof sent quantities of their money away to Muscat and
Bombay, and prepared to abandon Scinde. The first notice
I had of it was from a great sirdar, nephew of the Ameers—
a man who stood by them to the last against us, and who
possesses a principality” in Scinde, restored to him by me,
as a reward for his faith to his family. He fought at
Meeance and at Dubba, and again in the desert; and when
Mohamed the Lion fled from Scinde this sirdar laid his
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sword at my feet: he has heartily entered into English
habits, improving his land, and is very clever in adopting
civilization.

““ He said, ‘I and many others will be ruined if this news
be true, for we must join the Ameers in a conspiracy to
overthrow the English government, and we shall all be
ruined : for God's sake tell your government to let us alone.
We are quite happy and getting rich, but all who have
Talpoor blood in us must join our chiefs if you let them
come here. As to their living as private gentlemen it is
nonsense.” Such were his words, and assuredly, if the
Ameers are allowed to come, blood will be shed; not by
the people, but by the great sirdars, who are, as they
frankly avow, bound in honour to help their family chiefs.
This Talpoor sirdar's expressions were emphatic. *The first
time I was received by the general, as a brave man and
faithful soldier who had honourably fought against him, and
I have received from him all, more than all I had before, and
if I fight again it will be as a traitor, and I can have no
claim for mercy, and shall be destroyed, having deserved
my fate.” Thus speaking to Captain Rathborne he got ex-
cited, and taking a jug of water that stood near him filled
a glass, and exclaimed, ‘You English are an odd people.
You have conquered Scinde, you have done us good, all is
full like this glass, but when you have all ready for profit,
instead of drinking you throw it away thus;’ and he emptied
his glass on the floor. He avows his dislike of his family,
but says, ¢ If they come and call on me to help them, life,
everything, shall be sacrificed to my honour as a sirdar of
Scinde, and a prince of the Talpoor family. I tell you this
beforehand, and do not therefore accuse me of ingratitude to
the general, or of being a traitor. The English government
is mad if it allows the Ameers to return.’

“The prohibition of bearing arms has done vast good,
tending more than most things to make the people quiet and
orderly, and preventing blood feuds and murders, from
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the sudden ebullitions of temper peculiar to men of hot
climates. :

“ Collection of Revenue.— When the above-mentioned
steps were effected, I divided the country in three great col-
lectorates, each having a head-collector, and a certain number
of deputies, all English officers. They are all magistrates,
with restricted powers of punishment, and to help them I
gave them the whole establishment of the Ameers for col-
lecting money and inflicting vengeance. As to punishing
moral crimes the Ameers never interfered. The only crime
in their eyes was disobedience of their orders; and those
orders had but two objects; amassing money and obtaining
materials for their debaucheries. The last was easy, being
only painful to individuals; but the first opened a door to
great and general calamity, to injustice, torture, wholesale
ruin.

* Their machinery for general extortion consisted of £ar-
dars, head men of villages, who collected the taxes: of
umbardars, who, when the grain was collected, took charge
for the Ameers. Each of these kardars and umbardars had
their familiars to execute their orders, and what those
orders were depended upon what the kardars generally were;
not always though, as the following fact shows. If the
price of grain was high, the Ameers ordered the kardars to
gell immediately at a price stated in the order, one always
above the market price, and to place the money in the
treasury without delay. The kardars would then assemble
the richest people, divide the grain, make each take a por-
tion and pay the money instantly, perhaps more for his
own pocket. If any refused a hot iron ramrod was placed
between his thighs as he hung by his thumbs from a beam.
The money being thus collected, and God help the kardars
if it were not, each zemindar, or farmer, took his forced
purchase away and divided it in like manner, and with like
persuasion amongst his ryots, who, being poorer, had
larger allowances of hot ramrods. The kardar in such cases
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could not help himself if he would, and it gave him an
opportunity of extorting money for himself, for the Ameers
would not listen to any complaint if their money was right.”

This ‘'was the patriarchal government so regretted; the
object of Lord Ashley’s anxious solicitude !

¢ All these kardars and umbardars I made over in mess
to the collectors, who thus had all the actual servants of the
Ameers, and thus also a large body of influential men were
enlisted by self-interest on the side of the conquerors: they
robbed us of course at first, as the English officers, besides
being new to the duties, were quite ignorant of what ought
to be paid; but now the collectors know their work, and
from their military habits and experience in commanding
men, they very quickly got the machinery into high order,
and the revenue rapidly improves. They all keep diaries,
which are sent to me weekly, and I thus learn what goes on
in each district. These diaries are read to me by the secre-
tary of government, Captain Brown, an officer from whom, I
have, during my whole residence in Scinde received such able
assistance, that in justice he should be styled my colleague
rather than my secretary. '

¢ Police.—For the peace of the country, and to prevent
the troops being disseminated, which would bring them into
too familiar contact with the people—thus diminishing
that wholesome fear of our power which is to be main-
tained by shewing the troops only in large masses—1I esta-
blished a strong police of two thousand men, well armed,
well drilled, and divided into three classes : one for the town,
two for the country. The first are all infantry, the last,
infantry and cavalry, and called the rural police. These
assist the collectors but are under their own officers, a
separate body to which the tranquillity of the country is
entrusted. The police never agree with the kardars, for they
inform against the frauds of kardars, umbardars and zemin-
dars; and these again complain whenever the usual faults
of police, viz. insolence and overbearing are displayed. In

B3
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this manner both are kept in check, and both protect the
poor, not from humanity but spite. The motive signifies_
little, the government and the poor profit from the results;
and the poor, looking to both for protection, dislike neither ;
but their appeals give much trouble to the English officers
and myself at times. One or two deputy-collectors have
been weak enough to enter into the disputes of their subor-
dinates, but this is ephemeral, and there are enough of men
with sense and temper to control this folly. The whole
appears to work well, and the police not only seize almost
every thief, but are very good troops. 1 took a large de-
tachment into the hills to make soldiers of them. They bad
at first sundry battles with large bands of robbers, whom
they generally defeated: now no bands exist.

‘ Control of the Administration of Justice.—For this pur-
pose an officer was placed by me as judge advocate general,
and he has by practice and study acquired much knowledge
of his work, and of military law: he was sent to me by Lord
Ellenborough on that account I believe. He is calm and
dispassionate, has good sense and an amiable disposition ;
which, with great industry and uprightness, singularly quali-
fies Captain Keith Young, that is his name, for the post he
so worthily fills. To him I have given two deputies.

“To the judge advocate general all the magistrates send
their reports of the trials they are competent to enter upon.
Those crimes which are of a deeper dye, such as murder,
robbery with violence &c. are first examined by the magis-
trates; and the preliminary depositions on oath are sent to
the judge advocate general. He submits them to the
governor, who orders thereupon, if he judges it fitting, a
trial by a military commission, consisting of a field officer
and two captains; or, if officers are scarce, a subaltern of
not less than seven years' service, and a deputy judge
advocate, conduct the form of proceeding, but without a
voice as to finding or sentence. The minutes of trial go to
the judge advocate general, who makes a short report upon
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the sentence and submits the whole to the governor. If
the court, the judge advocate general, and the governor,
all concur, the last confirms the sentence and orders execu-
tion. If the court and judge advocate general differ, the
governor’s opinion decides.

“ Under this system, justice, as quick as I can ensure it
though not so quick as I wish, is administered; and the
prisoners have in fact the opinion of three courts: 1° the
Commission, 2° the Judge Advocate, 3° the Governor. I
read all the trials with great attention, frequently twice or
thrice over, especially when the sentence is capital; and
never order execution till I have given at least two, often
several days consideration to the matter. In smaller affairs
the deputy-collectors try cases at once, and send the pro-
ceedings to the collectors, who either confirm the award or
object ; in_either case he forwards the proceedings to the
judge advocate general, who has in some cases a casting
voice, but in others appeals to’ the governor.

“In addition to the above there are for civil cases what are
termed punchayets. T have made a slight change in these :
formerly they had no remuneration, but I give them an allow-
ance, just sufficient to cover their loss of time. They are some-
thing like our juries; perhaps courts of arbitration would be a
better appellation. Hitherto I have confined their functions
to civil cases, reserving the trials of all criminal cases for
Englishmen ; but my wish is to enlarge the operations of
these tribunals, which under another name I found existing in
Greece, and very useful. They exist I believe in all eastern
countries under various names. The English jury is but
our form of it; in Greece it is the ¢ Court of Ancients;’
in India a punchayet. Their powers vary at different periods,
and in different countries, according to circumstances. In
India and Scinde this power is limited; in the Punjaub
they lately assumed supreme power. This subject demands
much consideration, as a cautious mode of gradually in-
ducing the people to take part in the government of their
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own country; but it is very possible the directors do not
think that so advisable and wise as it appears to me.

‘“ Such is the simple process by which justice is adminis-
tered in Scinde, and the frequent disagreements between the
opinions of the magistrates, military commissioners, judge
advocate and governor, proves in my opinion the indepen-
dence of the judges, and the good working of the system.
It is merciful rather than harsh, especially as the judge
advocate and myself, so far as we can with justice, endea-
vour to modify the sentences and make them go with the
feelings of the people, and not produce disgust with the
government. I have long since applied for leave to trans-
port culprits to Aden, but have not had any answer. If it
should be permitted, the necessity for capital punishment
will be much abated here, and the government would gain
clieap labour for the fortifications there. The culprits would
come back at the end of the sentence, and that great evil, so
justly reprobated by the Archbishop of Dublin, forming a
condemned population, would be avoided.

“ Revenue.—Under the Ameers it was averaged at be-
tween 85 lacs and 40 lacs. Under my government it has
gradually increased from 9 lacs to 81 lacs; and there ap-
pears no reason to doubt its being 85 lacs next April: the
general opinion of the collectors is that it will in 1848 be 40
lacs, and gradually increase, because commerce is gradually
doing so, and cultivation has this last year been greatly
extended. However this letter is for facts, not conjectures
and theories. I am given to understand, that the conquest
of Scinde has added very much to the Bombay revenue, by
preventing the smuggling of opium into that presidency
through the Portuguese colony of Demaum, but this is not
of my own knowledge and I have no means of ascertaining
the fact”—shewn in the parliamentary papers afterwards, to
have amounted to nearly four millions sterling. “But I
have also to point out, that when the Ameers’ revenue
averaged 85 or 40 lacs, one of the most productive of their
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taxes was the transit duty radars. This has been abolished,
and yet there is every probability that our revenue will
exceed that of the Ameers: many other taxes have been
abolished by me, and in comparing the two revenues, the
amounts of all the abolished taxes should be added to mine,
when it will appear that the lesser taxation has produced
more revenue.

* Commerce.—Our imports of European goods have,
since 1848, increased from three to nine lacs in 1845; and
to ten lacs the first six months of 1846 : and the merchants
now cry out for steamers to convey their goods up the Indian
rivers to the sources of the Indus and Sutlege. Memorials
to this effect have come to me, and I have begged of the
governor-general to make over four of the war steamers to
this government for mercantile purposes. They will thus
repay their own expence, be equally available for war, and
facilitate commerce by a rapid and safe transmission of
goods. The calculation now is, that six boats out of seven
are lost coming down the river at certain seasons, or the
goods are destroyed by the badness of the country boats
and ignorance of the boatmen : this is a prohibition of com-
merce. No steamer was ever lost on the Indus.

“ I understand that trading companies would instantly
be formed ; but merchants are not altogether to be trusted
in this country upon such points, the desire of gain deceives
them. However, this demand for steamers having arisen I
think it ought to be complied with, and the more so as we
have discovered an inland passage for steamers from Kur-
rachee to the mouth of the Indus: one steamer has actually
passed through it. It runs parallel to and very near the
shore, which shelters it from the furious monsoon sea, whose
violence during five months renders a passage between Kur-
rachee and the mouths of the Indus impracticable; the
only doubt is whether this inland passage is affected by
the inundations: this will be decided when the waters sub-
side.”—It was not so affected.
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“ If all turns out right Kurrachee will be the real mouth
of the Indus, and not like the other mouths, varying with
every inundation and useless for commerce. Even should
this passage fail the merchants will equally require steamers
for their commerce, from Tattah to the sources of the five
waters.

 Agriculture.—Cultivation and revenue are both on the
increase in Scinde, the cause being that heavy taxation has
ceased ; and since we have ruled, considerable immigration
has taken place from the neighbouring countries. I am
endeavouring to improve still more the ryots’ condition :
for you must know sir, that the system of farming revenue
has generally prevailed in Scinde; the Ameers farmed every
branch. This detestable practice has been abolished by me,
but still the zemindar exists. He hires large tracts of land
from government, or from jaghirdars, and while he cheats
his landlord starves the ryot, as far as men can be starved
in a country full of game and wild fruits:—men who can
rear fowls without cost, and who have abundance of fuel for
the mere gathering :—men who go naked, who require no
houses, and who make no difficulty of stealing a sheep if
hard pushed. A man first steals a camel, rides it one
hundred miles to steal a sheep, returns next night and
turns the camel out in the jungle from whence he took him.
No one is the wiser, unless the owner of the sheep misses
his animal in time, that is to say, while the footmarks of the
camel are fresh : in that case he hires a puggee who pugs,
i. e. traces the camel, and the thief is caught. These
puggees are unerring, and they follow a track for eight or
ten days and nights. Unless a storm of wind effaces the
footsteps with sand, or a fall of rain washes them away, no
ingenuity seems able to evade a good puggee.

“The zemindar oppresses the labourer, driving him to
idleness and robbery. I mean to grant small farms to the
ryots and thus take them out of the zemindars’ hands, by
giving them only as much land as they, the ryots, can
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cultivate by their own labour; and they are to pay their
rents to the sub-collector direct, without the intervention of
either kardars or zemindars. My hope is that this will not
only raise the character of the poorer ryots, but greatly in-
crease our fame in the-surrounding nations, and add to the
population of Scinde, to its happiness, and its revenue. I
have also adopted a measure, successful to my knowledge in
England, that of making small loans to the poor when they
are distressed by unforeseen accidents. These loans are re-
paid to government, because.they are advanced with cau-
tion by the district collectors and sub-collectors, and the
repayments, by instalments, is rigidly enforced under certain
rules.

“ Taxation may be still more reduced, and yet the reve-
nue will increase: this can, and shall be proved. Our crops
this year are good ; but in great danger from locusts, which
have destroyed the grain in the neighbouring countries.
This country has had no time to settle yet after the con-
quest. People fancy that trade and agriculture are at once
to spring up like Aladdin’s palace. I reckon that it will
require at least ten years for Scinde to recover from the
effects of the Ameers’ tyranny, and from such a great revo-
lution as the people have undergone: it appears to me no
ordinary matter that already they are tranquil and rapidly
improving. At the time of the battle of Hydrabad, my
expectation was that it would take ten years to get Scinde
into the state it is now in. Lieutenant-Colonel Outram
publicly proclaimed that we should have ten years of
guerilla war. So much for his knowledge of the people of
Scinde !

“Military.—I shall make a full statement under this
heading in another paper, because the papers laid before
parliament and ordered to be printed by the Commons, 30th
April 1846, are not correct. Meanwhile I have only to
say, that the large force maintained in Scinde are not here
for Scinde but for the Punjaub. For two years my con-
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stant report has been that 5000 men are more than suffi-
cient for defence, and the preservation of internal tran-
quillity. This has been contradicted by an ignorant and
factious party at Bombay, but I am ready to prove that
this force is more than sufficient. Have I not quitted Scinde
with nearly my whole force even when the Sikhs were up
and might have been looked to for help, as they were always
by the Ameers? And has there ever been the least doubt
of the public tranquillity? Never! And there never will
be while I am here, because that tranquillity has been
based, not on force of arms after the battles, but upon the
justice and kindness of the government towards all ranks.
Not an Englishman has been murdered since the Ameers
quitted the country; not an Englishman has ever been
insulted! These are facts of no small weight, and not of
usual occurrence in these Eastern countries: nor in any
recently-conquered country.

“ The extraordinary military expenses are of two kinds.
One relating to supplies ; the other to building of barracks.
The first will diminish when the force does, and three-fourths
must for the last two years be placed to the account of the
Punjaub ; the other fourth to the first occupation of Scinde,
not a penny to the conguest of Scinde, except the cost
of barracks at Hydrabad, and that has been very much
more than covered by the surplus revenue paid into the
general treasury. The conquest of Scinde has not cost
a shilling to the East India Company! On the contrary, it
has saved money. For I defy any politician or soldier to
say with truth that, had the Ameers still ruled, we could
have occupied Kurrachee and Sukkur with a smaller force
than was here during the events of the last two years, at
Gwalior and on the Sutlege. I will say more. Had the
Ameers ruled during the last two years, Scinde would have
presented sanguinary scemes when Gwalior was in arms
and the Sikhs crossed the Sutlege; had the governor-
general been weak enough to reduce the garrison to 5000
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men in 1842-8—that force being divided at Kurrachee and
Sukkur—he would have lost the whole country. The delu-
sion of Lieutenant-Colonel Outram, who could not perceive
the Ameers’ hostility till they attacked him at the Resi-
dency, would, bhad he retained the direction of affairs I
succeeded to, have lost the whole army.

**He would again have lost it in 1844, or even in 1845.
For all would have been apparently tranquil the first year
till Gwalior was ready; and in the second till the Sikh
army crossed the river, which would have been attended by
a simultaneous and equally unexpected attack on Kurrachee
and Sukkur: no reserves could have been then brought up,
and the enemy would have found a weak, divided, and every
way unprepared force. Lord Keane's large force was
scarcely able to hold the Ameers in check even before the
Affghanistan disaster. The result would have been cost of
blood and treasure far exceeding what has been expended :
therefore I assume the Scinde conquest to be, except in
the opinion of an obstinate faction, a great saving of blood
and money. And there is the honour of our arms, which
has certainly not been stained since the end of 1842.

“ My opinion may be called an impartial one as regards
the policy of the conquest, for I cannot recollect ever
having presumed to offer a single suggestion to Lord Elen-
borough on the subject. So far from it, that I did not ex-
pect it to be anmexed till T was appointed governor: my
notion was that the Ameers would be subsidized. I admire
Lord Ellenborough’s policy, it is true, but I must equally
have obeyed my orders had I disapproved. I believe I am
a singular instance of a successful general run down by his
own government for having obeyed the superior authority
set over him by that government! And singular also in
receiving no support from home, when all I have done has
been approved of by successive governors-general. Yet this
iswhat Lord Ripon and the Court of Directors have done by
me. I am prepared to prove that the conquest has been less
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expensive in blood and money than the occupation would
have been, according to the original intention after the de-
struction at Cabool. And if the intention was not to occupy
Scinde with a diminished force, then the result of the con-
quest is the addition of its revenue to the public treasury
without any additional outlay. This is the real state of the
case, and it will be so found, when passion, prejudice, and
the very insidious, very virulent, and not very honourable
warfare made upon me shall subside: a moment I wait for
with patience because confident of the result.

 Climate.—That the climate of Scinde is very hot is
unquestionable ; but that it is more unhealthy than any
other part of India is untrue., No doubt many soldiers
have died; so they have on every new conquest, and for very
simple reasons :—want of comfort, want of good barracks,
want of local experience. All these fell on the army of
Scinde at once. The country was so entirely ruined by
nearly a century of tyrannical government, that we are
really more like a colony planted in a desert, than an army
occupying an inhabited country! We have lost but few
officers, even including those who died of cholera and
other diseases unconnected with locality: they were better
lodged and had more comforts. But now we are gradually
getting good barracks constructed, and Scinde will not be
unhealthy beyond what all parts of India must ever be to
Europeans. Twice since the conquest have epidemics fallen
on the troops; moreover the European soldiers have suffered
from drinking ardent spirits—bad ardent spirits, and be-
cause their constitutions are not congenial to a hot climate:
we have also twice had cholera. All this frightens weak and
timid people, and they unjustly condemn the climate.

“ Natural Riches.—This country is capable of im-
mense produce: the soil is rich beyond description. My
efforts are directed to control the waters of the Indus, and
this will ere long be effected : then the produce will be very
great; at least so think all who are best able to estimate its
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resources. The present want is that of a sufficient popula-
tion to cultivate the great quantity of waste land. The
mines are supposed to be rich, and the fields of salt are
innumerable.

“ Surrounding States.—The newspapers talk of our
being constantly embroiled with neighbouring states and
tribes. This shews great ignorance on the part of those
who make such assertions: not one neighbouring tribe has
the least desire to quarrel with us, they gradually come to
settle in Scinde! All who love peace and desire to culti-
vate and enjoy the fruits of their labours, wish to settle in
Scinde, and numbers do so. A report shall be made out of
foreigners who have settled here since the conquest.

“ Such is the general state of Scinde since I have go-
verned it, and nothing has been mis-stated. To enter into
details would require more time than is at my command,

-and have made this memoir a book : if there are points

requiring more detail it can be furnished. But under my
system the revenue has increased and is increasing; the

-people are contented and happy; there have been no con-

spiracies, or insurrections, though the hill campaign and the
Sikh war furnished tempting opportunities.

““ Here sir, I will venture an opinion, and it is & correct
one. Notformed by an old Indian, which frequently means a
man who has been living twenty years in India, eating and
drinking ; who without any knowledge of the people dogma-
tizes upon India, as if, instead of being in profound igno-
rance, he possessed a thorough acquaintance with people and
country. No! My opinion is that of a man who has for
five years studied the character of the people, and governed
them for four years.

“Itis this. If a civil government is formed in Scinde
the revenue will be swamped by large salaries to civil ser-
vants, with immense establishments and little work. For as
civil servants of experience and real knowledge will not quit
their good positions in India to come here, the province will
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be overrun with young and ignorant men, initiated in all
that is luxurious and idle in India, without experience, or
perhaps ability to acquire it. They may be very good fellows,
smoke, hunt hogs, race, drink beer, and issue their orders
in bad Hindustanee to subservient native clerks ; but these
last will, consequently, soon get the real power into their
hands, and turn it to account by all sorts of venality and
oppression of the people.

. “Theresult of all this will, or at les.st_ may be, bloodshed and
waste of money. The people here have no respect for civil
servants : soldiers themselves, they look to be governed by
soldiers; a feeling which would make them ready to draw
swords if affronted by civil servants. And in proportion as
the civil servants increased expence would increase, and the
military decrease, and the defence of the country would get
weaker.”

This view has been confirmed since. The expence of
Scindian government has increased under the Bombay civil
system ; and the surplus revenue raised by Sir C. Napier in
troubled times, has in profound peace sunk to a deficit of
£300,000, as shewn in parliament by Sir Erskine Perry,
April 18th, 1856.

“I am aware that inconvenience arises from the extensive
employment of military men in civil government; and I
have introduced four or five uncovenanted civil servants with
good effect, because, with one exception, they have con-
ducted themselves with diligence and modesty; but three
covenanted servants sent to me by Lord Ellenborough were
quite useless. They were, I have no doubt, clever and gen-
tlemanlike young men, yet a dozen such would have para-
lyzed my government. They would have thrown it into the
hands of clerks and natives. These men do the business
certainly, but then let them have the pay and responsibility.
Get rid of the gentlemen with their high salaries, their
cheroots, their wild pigs, and beer barrels: let those men
who do the work have the offices! When men have other
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pleasures than their business they are good for nothing in
that business.

“ Let me now conclude by saying, that though the officers
with me, and I myself, might have done more and better,
no one will deny that we have struggled against many and
great difficulties : war, with pestilence in its utmost extent
and virulence ; the destruction of a whole harvest by locusts ;
and the greatest part of another by an unprecedented sudden
fall of the inundation before the grain was mature: these
have been amongst the evils which have afflicted Scinde
since 1843.

“In the midst of an extensive military command I have
had to construct the entire machinery of a civil government,
being assisted only by young officers who at our first start-
ing had little or no experience; but zeal and abilities have
served me well, and diligence has overcome the greatest
obstacles. In the collection of revenue a total want of local
knowledge was nearly insuperable. How we have succeeded
we must leave the world to judge; but we have done our
best; and if, as is stated in the journals, it is intended to
change the system of rule here to one more analogous to
that of India, I am ready, if called upon, to give a full ac-
count of my mode of conducting this government since it
was confided to me by Lord Ellenborough in 1843 : ready
also to deliver it over to my successor, who, my hope is,
may feel the same interest in its welfare that I do. If on
the contrary, the present government approves of what I
have done, and wish me to remain in my present position,
1 am prepared to continue my exertions as long as my
health will permit me to do so with justice to the public
service.” .

A change of system had been loudly clamoured for by the
Bombay gang at this time, and echoed in England; but it
was understood that this able memoir, written off in two
hours ! stopped the intrigue. To the copy of it sent to his
brother were added some notes, with the following explana-
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tions. “These notes are old but will give Sir John Hobhouse
a good idea of my system, so far as they go, and if you
think them worth sending to him do so. They are a rough
sketch of crude ideas; but several things, indeed nearly
all mentioned, have been effected, with small modifica-
tions. :

“ Private Notes. — 1°. All land ought to be let by
government on leases of 7, 14, and 21 years : the best land,
that is land where water is most easily supplied, on the
shorter leases.

“2°, The produce being divided into three portions,
government should take a third; the remaining two-thirds
guing to the occupant, who takes all the expences of culti-
vation.

“ 8°. If the occupant cannot supply his land with water
the government is bound to do so for him; but he must
keep the canal or well, as the case may be, in repair under a
penalty.

““ 4°. Government should give a premium for every new
well dug, if the water be good and the well a Pukhur one,
i. e. built with burnt bricks. The well should be valued and
paid for when the tenant quits the land, unless he be turned
out for misconduct. But that can only be by decision of
the governor, who is to order a visit by the magistrate of
another district, and his reports being compared with that
of the district magistrate the decision will be made. No
tenant should be turned out unless for some very grave
offence ; and if punished by a less authority than the gover-
nor's it would, besides being injurious to the government in
other ways, shake the confidence of the tenarts generally,
and hurt cultivation.

“ 5° All waste land taken on lease should be let for 21
years, and the first two years rent free. If at the end of
two years the whole is not in a state of cultivation, the
government will. mulet the tenant to the amouunt which the
land ought to have paid had rent been demanded ; unless he
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satisfies the collector that there was adequate cause for the
neglect.

““6°. If a man takes a lease he shall be bound to cultivate
the land until the expiration of his lease; and he must pay
full rent in cash quarterly for his leasehold: if he does not
cultivate the same, he must go to prison, and there labour
until government is remunerated by the market price of his
labour, deducting only the expence of his keep.

70, All leases are to explain clearly, 1°. The term of the
lease. 2°. The extent of the leasehold. 8° The forfeit in
case of breach of contract.

“ 8° The collectors, at the recommendation of sub-col-
lectors, may make occasional advances to poor people of
respectable conduct ; these advances must be small and re-
payment rigidly exacted as to sum and time. They may be
made to the amount of the cost of a pair of bullocks, or &
cow; or in such small sums in money as the collector may
deem useful assistance to meritorious men, who without such
aid would sink in the scale and turn robbers.

““ An advance on loan to build a well might enable a good
cultivator to repay the money tenfold: but I repeat, that the
repayment must be rigidly adhered to, and the debt regis-
tered. Such loans may be for a month, for half a year, or
a whole year, or even longer, at the discretion of the collec-
tors, who, though not responsible for repayment of course,
are to be nevertheless responsible for the money, unless, at
the expiration of the period, he has made demand for re-
payment. As no honest debtor should fail a fine is to be
levied on those who omit to repay their loans; this fine is to
equal the interest of the sum at 4 per cent., or whatever sum
government pays as interest at the time.

“ These loans are very useful, but their utility wholly de-
pends upon the exactness with which they are repaid. I
prefer them, very much, to the habit prevalent in Scinde, of
remitting & portion of the rent: that practice opens a door
for much fraud upon government, and is only of question-
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able utility to the poor. The propriety of it is a matter of
much doubt in each particular case; it is also a breach of
rules, and no one can say how wide the breach may be made.
A loan breaks no rule; it is an isolated transaction, complete
in itself; an act of justice which the poor man has a sort of
claim to, and which does not lead him to the hope of cheat-
ing government by false statements of distress. Every part
of the transaction is accurately defined, and admits of no
_ evasion from friendly feelings of kardars, or by bribery.

“9°. With regard to jaghires, I am decidedly of opinion
that they ought to be abolished as rapidly as possible. No
present holder can be dispossessed unless for crime; but
whenever a jaghire is resumed by government, it should be
divided into leaseholds of from 20 to 150 begahs of land.
Meanwhile if any jaghirdar will buy land from government
at 80 years’ purchase, he is welcome; and so may any other
person: for it is desirable in the highest degree to give
some fixed tenure of land in Scinde. At present no man is
safe. I can deprive the largest jaghirdar of his land at
pleasure! This is the law of the Ameers as conquerors: it
is not one which the British conquerors should adhere to, as
it is an effectual bar to agriculture and civilization, and
justice. _

“10°. In my opinion it would be useful to give small
jaghires to Belooch gentlemen in fee simple, with a small
heriot in money yearly. The thing necessary in Scinde is
to create property, and confidence in its possession, and in
the fruits of agriculture. As to commerce I would give it
no protection or encouragement, beyond the security that
the merchant shall not be robbed or ill-treated, or over-
taxed: but I see no wisdom in seeking to encourage it.
Let commerce alone, leave it free, give it facilities, and it
will take good care of itself. Not so with the labouring
man, on whom all the taxes fall, and from the sweat of
whose brow the revenue springs.

 Commerce is like the bundle of fagots; combined and
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strong for profit ; agriculture is the unbound fagot, the
sticks strewn far and wide. Even the rich agriculturists
have little of the force of combination: they meet by ap-
pointment, they talk, crudely or wisely as it may be,
and disperse. The labourers never combine, but naturally,
when suffering forces them to assemble, it is generally for
the violence which wronged men are prone to. Merchants,
especially when manufacturers, and all belonging to them,
are in the highest degree well-informed, systematic, and
in fine combination, without being overscrupulous as to
humanity. Now in Scinde, the merchants are Hindoos and
we may let them swim as they can; our business is to
attend altogether to the labourers, who are poor and honest
in their way, though wild and ferocious. Omne of the best
things to be done is the establishment of agricultural schools,
and this can best be done at Kurrachee.

““11°. With respect to water, I think the government
should keep the whole system of irrigation in its own hands;
but if, on further experience, the great canals or feeders are
found best in the hands of government, and the small ones
left to individuals paying a water tax, then I think the Auk-
kab should be levied, not upon the quantity of cultivation,
but on the leaseholder in proportion to the size of his whole
leasehold. The data on which the amount shall be calcu-
lated might be thus established. Let the engineer estimate
the expense of digging canals of a certain size, at per foot or
yard ; and let the proprietor and engineer settle how many
yards of canal the former requires to water all his land, not
merely what he has brought into cultivation, but the whole
of his property. Having thus found the amount, govern-
ment should pay one-third of the cost, and the leaseholder
two-thirds : in the case of freehold property the owner

~ should pay the whole expence, that is, should water his land

himself. Thus each will pay in the ratio of his profit: for

though it is true, that out of his two-thirds the occupant

pays the expence of culture, the government pays the cost
VOL. IV. . C
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of collection, and also the cost of the great feeding
canals,

“12°, As to farming the revenue, it is one of the greatest
acts of tyranny that ean be committed, and enough to pro-
duce insurrection. That it facilitates the collection of taxes
18 certain; it is in every way convenient to the government,
till it overthrows it altogether! It is an oppression, and a
dangerous system : yet there are advocates for it, and it has
some strong points of defence. My resolve is to get rid of
it as regards the ryots. As it regards the Hindoo mer-
chants, there may be some sources of revenue paid by them
which are better farmed than not, for their exertions to
defraud the revenue ocannot be easily met by any other
system.

 18°. The poll-tax now levied on the Hindoos is atro-
cious. We must either levy it on all our subjects, Mussul-
mans and all, or on none. The first thing to do, is to ascer-
tain the amount of this tax, and then deal with it as I have
said, or do that which is best—abolish it !~

These notes and the memoir indicate, and only indicate,
a part of the great range and laborious diligence of the
creative mind governing Scinde ; but the following letter,
addressed to Sir C. Napier, at a later date, by one of the
ablest of the collectors extends the field:

“If T am called home, my examination by the Lords’
Committee, will not I trust be confined to those points
which Lord Ellenborough’s letter would seem to point at,
and which could be got equally well, or better, by returns,
imports, exports, and things of that kind. IfI am to judge
by what I saw of Sir George Clerk’s examination, there are
other questions opened regarding the taking as well as the
governing of Scinde.

“ There is the feeling with which the conquest was looked
upon in Scinde, which, from my intimacy with all the lead-
ing men, no one is more capable of speaking to than myself.

“ There are all the preparations of the Meers for war,

.
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in the shape of orders for provisions, and for Beloochees
moving on Hydrabad, long before you came to it, which
my possession of their records enables me to discover.

“There are fictions to refute as to the amount of plunder
taken from them, which an examination of the Toska-Kana"
—treasury-accounts—* enabled me to unravel.

“ There is the new falsehood of Lord Jocelyn”—in par-
liament — “ that the ladies had not carpets to sit upon;
whereas they lent me more than I had use for, at the durbar
held when Lord Dalhousie came down.

“ There is the fiction of their poverty, met by the fact,
that Outrain himself changed his resolution of handing them
his share of the prize money, when he found, through his
then friend, French, that they were in circumstances of
wealth.

“ There is the abolition of slavery to speak of, and its
results, a measure not yet accomplished in India itself.

“ There is the settlement, within four years, of all claims
to estates, which, twenty-siz years after conquest, they are
only very partially working through at Bombay.

“ There is the early assimilation of weights and measures
to the Company’s standard, a point which, in a great portion
of India, they are as far from as ever, and which was met by
a riot, or almost a rebellion, within the last seven years at
Surat.

“ There is the introduction of the Company’s copper
money, as well as silver, a measure which all their in-
genuity at Bombay has never been able to effect beyond
the island.

“ There is the fact of the average duration of civil suits
being but two days and a half each in Scinde; while in
India the average duration is of fwice as many months !

“ There is a system of a percentage on civil suits in lieu
of stamps, which the best writers in Bengal are there advo-
cating the introduction of.

“ There is the abolition of all private rights of seniorage

cR
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incompatible with the administration of public justice, or
injurious to the public revenue: a measure which the Bom-
bay people would gladly, if they could, effect.

“ There is a system of police which the governments of the
Punjaub and of Bombay have been glad to try and imitate.”

The Madras government has since adopted it, acknow-
ledging its obligations to the Bombay government, which,
likewise adopting it, acknowledges its obligations to the
Punjaub: but the original of all, and the best, that of
Scinde, has been entirely ignored !

“ There is the fact, that there never was a man confined
for .a political offence, and never even a riot to put down in
Scinde : put this in contrast with the daily calls for troops
to put down outbreaks in the other parts of India.

“ There are blood feuds between tribes put down com-
pletely, which, before we took Scinde, caused an average of
between two and three hundred murders annually.

“ There is public morality supported, by putting down the
infamous beasts who, dressed as women, plied their trade in
the Meers’ time openly; and there is this fact to record, that
the chief of them were recipients of stipends from the Ameers,
as the government records I became possessed of as collector
testified.

“There is child murder and abortion put an end to, by
which hundreds of infants were sacrificed annually.

“There is the retail trade of opium put on such a footing,
as to render the debasing results of its use, to the extent
formerly in practice, now impossible.

“There is the barbarous exhibition of men with stumps,
from hands chopped off for theft, put an end to, and law
equally enforced for all persons.

“ There is an agricultural system introduced, which renders
the plunder of the cultivator, by any Belooch to whose tender
mercies he was handed over as a jagheerdar, impossible.

"¢ There is protection given to commerce, and access to
the head of the state opened for commercial men when they
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have grievances to complain of, or suggestions for improve-
ments to make, which was before unknown.

““ There is the Belooch population, described in all pre-
vious works on Scinde as the most barbarous untameable
ruffians in the world, exhibiting an example of order, docility,
and attention to the improvement of their estates, in which
the landlords of many civilized countries might find some-
thing to imitate.

“ There is—but why go on enumerating? There were
more blessings conferred on Scinde within the limited period
it was under your domination, than have been effected in any
cycle of ten times the duration in other parts of India. And
in the rules for sale of land—mnow, alas! put an end to!
—the foundation was laid for the most extensive, and the
most lasting prosperity: of everything since done also, the
foundations were laid in the same period. All this the par-
liamentary committee should see and know: it should be
put on that permanent record.

“T do not know how far they have been touched upon by
past witnesses; nor how far it is your intention to shew them
by future evidence : I have not seen the Blue book, and of
your views am necessarily ignorant. These things have, to be
sure, been told by Sir W. Napier in his book of the Scinde
Administration ; but they ought also to be told before the
committee by one who, like myself, knows the systems in
other parts of India, and can speak more strongly by com-
parison.

“1 do not know, Sir Charles, whether in speaking so much
on these points I bore you: it is possible I may, but no dog
of decent breed can see a parcel of curs yelping at the heels
of a nobler animal, without longing to fix his teeth with a
good honest English bulldog bite in'some of them. I pray
Providence may spare you to your country for some years;
and if it be so, you will live, like the illustrious man
whose pall you lately bore, to see your enemies and
maligners discomfited, and to become yourself the loved
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and honoured of all. England is in the long run generally
just to those who illustrate her history : but painful and long
have been, in nearly all cases, the trials which envy and fac-
tion have first made them pass through.”

This letter was written from Egypt six years after Sir C.
Napier had quitted Scinde, and when the system of destroy-
ing all his oreations, civil and military, had been nearly com-
plete as to execution :—they were destroyed, mot because
their utility was denied, but avowedly, on the truly patriotic
ground that they were his! It was Sir C. Napier’s intention
to have published a sketch of his campaigns and govern-
ment, and to relate the injustice he had sustained ; but the
necessity of chastising, by exposure, the despicable conduct of
Lord Dalhousie in more recent affairs compelled him to defer
it, and before that task was effected the wronged man was
in his grave.

The writer of the foregoing letter wished strongly to be
called before the parliamentary committee, but could not
effect his object, because that committee was a mocking
mask to hide from the public the vile features of Indian
government. Hence, the great and vigorous government of
Sir Charles Napier, so succinctly and powerfully depicted in
the letter, was ignored in parliament, or treated as tyranni-
cal, while the obscene and horrible rule of the Ameers was
praised ; and its restoration called for, because some disap-
pointed knaves, flagitious in wrong, were conveniently
clamorous in support of the directors’ policy.
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SIXTEENTH EPOCH.
EIGHTH PERIOD.

TaE government of Scinde was now become a mere struggle
on the part of Charles Napier to give such solidity to his
principal institutions as might preserve them when he should
depart. This he hoped to effect by patiently sustaining the
detractions and insults of the directors, until the Scindian
people should be so instructed in justice as to render the re-
storation of tyranny difficult.

“ Journal, New year's day.—My army is now being broke
up, and I will put forth an order taking leave of the soldiers :
never did an army more honourably serve England and India
than this one of Scinde, and the world shall know what it
has done. It makes me low-spirited, my career is over, the
actor takes leave of the stage: I have but one more leave-
taking and then all is finished !

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, January 8th.—ILord Ellenbo-
rough wants me to add to my memoir and address it to the
governor-general, so that it may be called for and produced
in parliament: I will try to do so”—it never was produced
in parliament, it would have been a bar to calumny—‘‘ He
tells me Sir J. Hobhouse is more likely to do me justice
than the late ministers; and that the duke is my firm friend.
What I want is this. Simply to avoid more quarrels, quit
Scinde in good-humour, and then speak out as one who
narrates facts, not as one who being driven out speaks with
anger. The public will listen to this, but will not to com-
plaints of ill usage; it is not nine days, but scarcely nine
hours that London will give to anything private. I have
still a great deal of power here, and that is good; and my
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silent contempt of the newspaper editors’ abuse worries them
much I am told.

“You say truly, that no man can see what is good and
what is bad. Look at the banks of the Sutlege ; look at the
Punjaub, a second time placed at our disposal; and Har-
dinge subsidizes it, though he told me he thought that the
worst thing to be dome. All this treating with avowed
treachery and wenkness will not do. We shall want money,
the treasury is dry, and we have given away the richest ter-
ritory to Goolab Sing. How are the subsidy and taxes to be
got out of the poor ryots? Force! Our soldiers! Then
they must be spread about on a cruel and odious mission.
These are dangerous things :—but no man can see what is
good or bad: it is just that. Nevertheless the Punjaub
must be seized. The Bombay Times makes one laugh with
its sweeping lies. It says we have.a famine here! We are
actually deluged with grain, and exporting, not only to Bom-
bay, but also up the river to Bhawalpoor and Ferozepoor: a
quantity also has, as usual, been imported, but cannot be
sold and is being re-shipped.

‘“ The soldiers gave me a proper shout of congratulation
on hearing I was a lieutenant-general. All the villany of
Bombay cennot turn them against me.

“T have a survey of the ground where Stack retired from
the Bhoogtees ; he did not go nearer to them than one mile
and a quarter, and their position was a small rise of ten feet,
with a slope of one foot in three hundred! When Islam
Khan got safe back he said to his collected tribe :—I had
given up all as lost and I vowed a sacrifice to God if we
escaped ; my guardian angel saved me, for that moment the
English wheeled about without coming at us.’

.“ Journal, January 10th.—I am a lieutenant-general at the
end of 58 years’ service. I should not have been that had
Lord Ripon the power to prevent it. When he wrote the
letter which I thought so frank and noble, my notion was,
that I had before mistaken folly for a bad heart: yet at that
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time he was planning revenge for my exposition of his
conduct in the book on Colonization, and has done all he
could to ruin my fair fame. Letters have come from Har-
dinge : he is I believe true as steel to me. They want me
to be commander in chief, but Gough will not budge before
September 1848, and I cannot stay in Scinde till then. I
will go home and plant potatoes.

* January 16th.—Thirty-eight years ago the great Moore
fell! I have never seen his equal since. My father only
rivalled that great man; he exceeded Moore in size and
strength and beauty of person, yet Moore was a large, hand-
some, finely-formed man : his fate was better than my father's
for he died the best death a man can die! We live for fame,
why not die for fame ? However I so hate war that I can-
not say I live for fame. War is a glorious but dreadful
trade : yet how are we to do without it ?

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb. 38.— Hardinge tells me
Gomm is to be commander in chief. I am in a fog. My
troops are gone, and I am going to Hydrabad, for if any
mischief occurs it will be about there ; but I have not the
slightest fear of discontent and my presence will be a seda-
tive. Nusseer Khan the chief Ameer is dead and his body
has arrived here; it goes up with me to Hydrabad to be
placed in his tomb, which, by the way, I went with him to
see two days after Meeanee. I would willingly do him
honour by a pompous funeral, but am obliged to balk my
wishes, and refuse McMurdo's prayers. ‘But general, a
dead enemy!’ 1 did not want the hint, though I liked
Montagu the better for giving it; but it would raise a
notion that government ordered it as a prelude to restora-
tion, and if blood followed blame would justly attach to
me. Much therefore as I wish to honour the memory of a
fallen  man, who had however no honour according to our
ideas, I refused myself the credit which would attend it: I
have no right from personal vanity to risk bloodshedding.

 Lord Ashley is a humane man I believe, yet his letter

c3
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to the Ameers might have cost much blood: so true it is
that good men who act in the dark as to facts, pave hell
with good intentions. The mischief his lordship has done
was, in respect of the Hindoos' private affairs, very great
and distressing ; and even the nephews and cousins of the
Ameers went to the collector in terror at the idea of these
princes being allowed to dwell near Scinde. They were not
quieted until I put forth a proclamation contradicting the
report. Still Lord Ashley has, unintentionally, retarded the
perfect tranquillity of Scinde very muoh, and caused great
loss to Hindoo families. As to restoring the Ameers, he can,
so far as I am concerned, do nothing more contributing to my
fame in these countries. The poor know I devote myself to
their interests; they know the cruel treatment they would
receive from the Talpoors if restored to power; experience
has thus taught them a lesson, and nothing but English
bayonets could put back the Ameers.

“It cannot be long before both Lord Ashley and I are
placed before a tribunal where truth alone can be heard.
He will then learn—not to his cost though, for my belief is
that he is a good man, that I have acted with honour and
humanity to the Ameers and to the people of Scinde; that
I see my way with more knowledge of the country than he
does, and that I have never done a single act of injustice:
that I have raised the character of the English for truth
and honour, which the politicals had in all these countries
destroyed ; and that he has been from first to last in error
about Scinde:—misled by the most vile and unprincipled
men in India, the editors of newspapers.

“ T do not speak thus because I am abused. The vile
private characters of many of these fellows is well known ;
and yet such fellows and their employers are the sources
from which Lord Ashley receives his information: they
mislead him, and the Court of Directors also. Time will
shew truth, and I abide my time, though I do not think
Justice will be done to me while I am alive; and when I die
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I will not say with our great Moore, I hope my country will
do me justice! for I am so hardened by abuse and misrepre-
sentation as not to care whether justice is done or not:—
Jedburgh justice excepted. You are reckoned, and called.
a scoundrel for defending my character! Is it not . dis-
couraging to & man, however firm his heart may be, to see
honest and good men, as I have been told Lord Ashley is,
join such a set of unqualified ruffians in running down a
man who bas lost two of his family in this bitter climate;
and who is risking the rest of them from a determination
not to abandon his post while he can be of use? But, as 1
said before, I am hardened, not by feelings, but from prin-
ciple and reason, having done nothing but what was right
and honorable. In no instance has religion or honour
been sacrificed by me to accomplish success—my success
was acquired by a rigid adherence to both, and those who
abuse me my soul contemns.”

Thinking this simple statement of the wrong done to him
and others, by Lord Ashley’s prejudiced and ignorant med-
dling, would move that professed protector of the Ameers to
a better judgment, the writer of this biography sent it to his
lordship. The answer brought a conviction that Lord Ash-
ley’s philanthropy, though not to be despised, was yet of a
nature to qualify him rather for the guardianship of a pond
of sweet pap for poor babies, than the welfare of nations, as
Charles Napier's was.

“ Journal, Feb. 4th.—On the way to Hydrabad I passed
through the salt or tide creek. This is an admirable discovery.
Alas! Sadly interrupted! My poor servant, Laurence, an
African by race, but born in Bombay and speaking English,
has just fallen overboard and is drowned. Emily said some-
thing that made him laugh while waiting, and to avoid dis-
respect he went on deck and fell overboard: this satisfied
us that no suicide was intended: it is a dreadful affair—
fate! fate! there is no avoiding thy blow!

“ Feb. 11th.—Hydrabad once more, and on the scene of my
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exploits in war. No great things after all, yet not deserv-
ing of the abuse poured forth, nor of the ill treatment I have
received. I wanted no honours, and want none now : look-
ing to the future state of man makes me laugh at mundane
honours, but just treatment is my right, and it has not been
accorded.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb. 11th.—Were I to resign now,
8 howl and hiss would arise, driving me as it were from
India. It would take too much time to give you all the
details to show you this; but to avoid such a result I hold
my tongue in one instanee, give sweet words in another, and
slightly show my teeth in a third; yet in no instance do I
come down one iota from my true position, biding my time,
and as well as my judgment enables me, steering through the
mass of difficulties which beset me. The being placed on
the Indian staff, as a lieutenant-general, is a victory which
has done me vast service. The ruffians had talked them-
selves into believing I was to be immediately turned out;
this has been overturned, and they know not what to think:
waverers are of course now on my side. A lieutenant-general
on the Indian staff has never before been heard of in Indian
history, save as commander in chief. I do not like to
descend into the plains from this height yet, if it is to be
avoided ; but to keep my position demands good steering;
whether mine will be good remains to be seen. As yet no
Just handle have my foes been able to get hold of, they can
only grapple by falsehood, and their attacks come on
roaring like great waves ; but as I do not oppose them by
answers they break like waves and die away.

“I am not for striking a weak blow, I am stronger for
striking none, and make a victory of my weakness. I am
passive though injured, the very spirit of Pecksniff is in me!
The world—I mean the orthodox, moderate world, approves,
and the government sooner or later must act : if it does not -
to my satisfaction then I doff Pecksniff, and become Martin
Chuzzlewit! But my whole force must be given to compel
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government to take my part by giving it no hold to throw
me overboard, and the least defence of myself would do that.
If Hardinge and Hobhouse are honest, as I believe, they are
supported by the conduct I pursue; if false, as I do not
believe, they can be better resisted by doing nothing that
can be objected to; and I am in too high a position to be
openly attacked by government with impunity : my proper
conduct therefore is to wait until a decision is come to about
Outram, which Hardinge tells me will be the end of this month.

“Indian courts-martial are my plagues, they are farces.
If a private is to be tried the courts are sharp enough ; but
an officer is quite another thing: try a surgeon for being
habitually drunk in his hospital, especially during an epi-
demic, and he is as certain to be honorably acquitted as that
the sun rises. A lieutenant was accused of being drunk
recently, and was summoned next day to my house that I
might judge of the grounds on which the charge was
founded against him and an ensign. The ensign, being
quite a boy, I pardoned ; the lieutenant was still drunk and
most insolent to me. He was tried. My staff were present,
and the judge advocate thought calling two of them would
be sufficient. I said, take care! these courts have strange
ideas, you had better call all six witnesses. Oh! no,
general, two are enough for the most fastidious court. The
two summoned swore to his being absolutely drunk, and
insolent ; his fellow-criminal, the ensign, and his native
horsekeeper, swore he was sober, and the court kororably
acquitted him.

“The judge advocate offered to bring all the rest of us to
testify, but the court refused to allow him: however I have
since settled the acquitted gentleman. Discipline is so rapidly
decaying that in a few years my belief is no commander will
dare to bring an officer to trial : the press will put an end to
all trials, except in law courts. In courts-martial now all is
quibbling and disputes about what is legal ; the members
being all generally profoundly ignorant on the subject:
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those who judge fairly in a military spirit are afraid of
being brought up afterwards, and the trials end by an
acquittal in the face of all evidence!

“ Journal, February 24th.—Marriage is a dead drag upon
military ambition. I have done pretty well, but not half of
what I could have done as a bachelor. Would I go home now
were I a bachelor? No! I would never leave this glorious
country till ordered away: but am I to risk the health of wife
and children for my own ambition ? Assuredly not. I love
them far too dearly. I will go home and patiently await the
blow of nature, which I believe not far distant. I have con-
quered Scinde but have not yet conquered myself.

“ We are returning to Kurrachee, and yesterday examined
the tombs of Tattah: they are exceedingly beautiful, built
with what some call porphyry, but it is a reddish marble,
found at Tattah, and takes a high polish: the town must
have been very large some three or four hundred years ago.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, March 6th.—I am delighted to hear
that an attack is to be made on me in parliament: all I
want is fairly to grapple with my enemies. I am however
determined to leave India, being no longer of use here.
Hardinge’s whole feeling is entirely that of leaving every-
thing to Mr. Currie, and as there is certainly an intention to
assimilate Scindian government to the rest of India, I only
exhaust life by hard work without a permanent object.
Being lieutenant-general gives me no increase of pay, and
God knows I have enough: but if I stay here two years
more I shall do so for ever. Brown and one or two more
only have braved, as I have done, this climate of heat for five
years, and they are shaken: I am also too anxious about
seven others of my family to bear their being in danger;
seven, exclusive of my sons-in-law: I cannot expect to save
all, and two went last year. Were I alone I would stay,
but my wife and children will not go from me: it would
make me easy if they would.

“The same, March 8th.—I have just heard from Har-
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dinge: he expeots Hobhouse's decision next mail, but from
his tone he does not expect justice for me ; he says Hob-
house is true, but will he thinks be driven to a compromise
with my enemies. I dare say he will, for my opinion is that
no man has power to stand against the civil service in India.
No, ner any body of men, for they have floored every
governor-general, and every government; and my mind is
prepared to have no redress. I do not want to have redress,
but to have, under their hands, that I am not to have it.
I all but know that the duke wants me to be the commander
in chief, but I cannot wait the regular time. You may easily
believe how much I wish such a high position, as an
answer to my enemies; but I cannot wait until September
1848; to bear this coming hot season here is an effort
almost convulsive—185° in artificially-cooled rooms! Why
should I remain ? If more could be done by me for Scinde
all risks should be run; but any man can now do as well as
I, and will be better supported, because they mean to undo
all I have done ! '
“Apropos: I have just done a thing which is not a
secret, yet my wish is not to have it talked of, as the direc-
tors would undo it if they knew of it, and my hope is their
extreme ignorance of affairs will cover it from them till too
late to undo! They will indeed be furious, but may be
defied, as from & rock. You know all Scinde belongs to
government, for the nobles are all jaghirdars: not one has
an inch of land that I cannot legally take away when it
pleases me. Well, they have never cultivated above a quarter
of their jaghires, the rest lies waste; and now, after long
meditation upon the giving them their jaghires in perpetuity
as estates, 1 have done so! The arrangement is made by
Rathborne and runs thus. I give the sirdars for ever all they
have cultivated, and resume the rest of their jaghires; some
of which are estates of 800,000 acres ! - None have cultivated
above 40,000 acres, and the government will gain enor-
mously ; for hitherto we only got military service for those
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principalities, but shall now get money for three-fourths of
them. The sirdars will feel they are absolute proprietors of
large estates, instead of being tenants-at-will, though they
will no longer command a tenantry, which they oppress
and might employ to fight us. These resumed jaghire lands
I am giving to many small people, and then let the direc-
tors send back the Ameers if they dare: it would be econo-
mical, for their throats would soon be cut and they now cost
money !

“ The Court of Directors will be angry no doubt at my
giving away their land without leave ; but I well know they
are incapable of so decided a measure, and, after a long cor-
respondence, they would prohibit it and worry me to death
with their folly, ignorance and insolence. I have done it
now, and if they undo it, the world shall know how they
oppress India and try to keep up a feudal military tenure.
I well know how London would catch at ‘military tenure.
¢ The dark ages.” * Barbarism.' All the phantoms of the
enchanted forest would fill the columns of the Spectator,
Atlas, &c. for a month, with righteous indignation. The
Court of Directors dare not undo this system if I can keep it
quiet for a month or two.

‘ Miss Napier, March 6th.—I shall resign and go home.
I do not expect to be able to buy a place in England, for
they will never pay the prize money, I opine, but do not re-
pine. I am glad you do not feel old : I do in every nerve and
in every limb ; strength fails me all over, but Europe may
brace me up perhaps. I should like to visit the new planet,
but it is rather a long journey :—eighteen millions of years
to go round with it, and about three millions to go straight

- there! I hope the soul travels easier than the body does !
Lady Clancarty I love as a sister, and to see her once more
will be among the pleasures of returning to England : give
her my most affectionate love. I grieve for her severe trials,
but the Almighty best knows why the good are so tried, and
we shall have all cleared to us ere long: how short our few
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years are compared with the eighteen millions required to
go round the central sun !

“I have found out that the ‘poor ladies’ of the Ameers
took certainly one, if they did not take two millions sterling
out of the treasury when they left Hydrabad : and the starv-
ing widow of Nusseer Khan has laid out ten thousand
pounds on his funeral! Poor ill-used ladies.”—This cry of
the starving ladies was not a momentary one: long kept up
at Bombay, Lord Jocelyn had the egregious folly to adopt
and make it the subject of a silly oration in the house !

I wish the Court of Directors would make a direct at-
tack on me ; they are I fear playing on Hobhouse’s want of
knowledge as to military etiquette. He writes to me very
kindly, and says Hardinge has mistaken his letter, and that
an order is gone to have it sent to me.

* About the suppression of your memoir on the defence of
Guernsey. It is curious that our father wrote one on the
defence of Ireland, and it was, in a mysterious manner,
burked by the Irish government. You were prudent to keep
a copy, which he did not, and a very able military memoir
was thus lost.”

The memoir thus spoken of was one on the defences and
harbours of the Channel Islands, drawn up by order of Sir
J. Graham. Commissions of naval and military, and civil
scientific men, were sent out to verify the recommendations;
and one principal one, viz. the harbour of Alderney, with
some minor ones, are being executed ; yet when the author
wrote on the subject to Sir G. Grey, Graham'’s successor, he
was told they knew nothing of the memoir! more than one
copy however existed.

*“ The enclosed letter to Hobhouse shews the style of the
attacks on me.

- “8ir John Hobhouse.—As the mast ridiculous stories are
spread about the poverty of the Ameers’ wives, and as I hear
that an, attack is to be made on my conduet this session, it
may be as well to inform you of two facts. The widow of



42 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER [1847.

Nusseer Khan asked me to allow his body to be forwarded to
Mecca, or to be landed in Scinde. Of course my answer
was that' T would do whatever she wished. She then said
that it had arrived at Poonah from Bengal, and begged me
to ask the Bombay government to send it to Scinde. I knew
well whence all these petitions came, but laughed, because it
was clearly the object to see if I would do, or say, anything
that might expose me to the attacks of the then Bombay
government gazette—i. e. the Bombay Times. I wrote to
the Bombay government, and at my request it sent the body
to Kurrachee, whenee I forwarded it by a steamer to Hydra-
bad. Being that of a dead enemy I felt every inclination to
receive and inter it with military honours, but feared that,
as Lord Ashley was said to have told the Ameers they
were to be allowed to settle on the frontier, my doing so
might add to the great mischief already done by his letter.
Very possibly it was never written by his lordship; but
it is firmly believed to have been written by him, which does
all the mischief. I therefore allowed the Ameer’s widow to
bury Nusseer, and she has expended above ten: thousand
pounds sterling on the funeral! So much for the starving
state of that lady, and the others are as rich.”—Lord Ashley
privately affirmed that his letter assured the Ameers they
would mo¢ be restored; but he never publicly contradicted
the forgery of his fallen friends.

“ My other fact is, that I have discovered the inventory of
the Ameers’ treasure, such as it wasjust before their dethrone-
ment. It would take a year to trapslate, being most minute ;
but there is an abstract being translated, and I enclose it so
far as we have gone. By this, taking round numbers, we can
already prove that there was in the treasury 127,983,184 Rs,,
or more than double the whole of the prize money taken by
the army. It is well known to you I believe, that on the
capture of Hydrabad, I not only enforced the most rigid re-
spect to the zenanas of the Ameers, but also gave those
princes -four days for removing their ladies, and all their
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private property without molestation. Of this, as indeed I
expected, good use was made, and we have in these inven-
tories proof of a sum taken away equal to double what was
left. As these papers are translated and adjusted, it will ap-
pear that the ladies must have carried away, at the lowest
calculation, little short of one million sterling, if not two
millions "—4t was afterwards found to be more than two
millions ! ‘““However, these papers prove the vast treasure in
Hydrabad when eaptured.

“It may be said, and no doubt will, that the prize agents
may have robbed the vast sums which have disappeared. In
answer to such a charge, these officers will defend their own
honour, my opinion being, that not one of them appropri-
ated one farthing of the treasure. Not only that, but my
belief is that it was impossible for them collectively or indi-

* vidually to have done so without detection. I never saw any

part of the treasure, or jewelry, till long after the inventories
were made, and just as all was being packed up for Bombay.
It was then that the agents allowed officers to see it, and I
went with many others; but I heard, that in obedience to
my orders inventories had been immediately made, and in so
public a manner that nothing could have been taken away :
certainly no mass of treasure. The high characters of Major
M‘Pherson, Major Blenkins, and Captain Bagette have
never been impeached, the capture of Hydrabad was executed
with perfect order, and my own conviction is that everything
found was scrupulously accounted for: and so entirely has
this been the opinion of the army, that not even Dr. Buist,
or Lieut.-Colonel Outram, have yet dared to impeach the
honour of the prize agents.

““ Henry Napier, March.—M‘Murdo went to Bombay, as
I thought to see Charlie off, but I now find it was to thrash
Buist ; happily he first consulted Holland the lawyer as to
the consequence, and on his advice relinquished his inten-
tion : Montagu is so fierce when his blood is up, that he
would have probably gone further than mere beating, and
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even taken life. Your saying, ‘Do not let the love of power
detain you,’ made me laugh. I have no power to tempt me.
I had under Lord Ellenborough, but now I have only power
for harm, not good. The Indian government is ruined, and
allows of no expenditure for the good of the land; and the
cry got up against Scinde frightens it, as you may guess.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, March 25th.—You desire me to
give Hobhouse a complete picture of all my legislative doings
in Scinde. I can well shew you why that cannot be done.
Every hour is occupicd with petty details, many of which
are however important, as the working out of a system;
still in themselves small and intricate because of three
things, besides their own nature. First, being the head of
every department, everything is referred for my decision:
and in some things Bengal rules, in others Bombay rules,
in others again neither rules. I am amenable to two Presi-
dencies ; wherefore in Scinde every case becomes a special one
for my decision, and being, like others, ignorant of the vo-
luminous Indian rules, a host of official people are watching
to pounce upon the slightest error. My labour is therefore
great, disagreeable, and, except for my own conscience,
thankless and without interest. Instead of writing to you
now, I ought to be reading thirty-nine sheets of foolscap
from a court of enquiry, and two quires of courts-martial,
with documents innumerable, and all written in the most in-
fernal hand. Besides this several hours have been passed
working with the government secretary, one hour with the
chief of police and petitions, and another with giving audience
to various people.

« All this is dead, stupid labour, and, with the heat, so tires
my mind that I really write to you to rest it from these de-
tails : still I write, but am jaded, and want to lie down and
do nothing. Regular government departments have fixed
rules, and their details are transacted altogether, being close
at hand and agreeing ; but I am at war with these civil
servants, and with the military departments which take their
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part. I do all that I am able to do, but my mind begins to
ache so that sometimes I am obliged to lie down, and often
read a story book to rest it. It is so tired this day, yet be-
fore six o'clock, the court of enquiry and its thirteen appended
documents, and the courts-martial, must be read and letters
answered.

“I have asked Mr. Clerk to order the law officers to pro-
secute the Bombay Times for a villanous article ; if he won't,
or can't, the libellous article shall go to Hobhouse, or Har-
dinge. As to Jacob, he has certainly abused me, yet that
may have been temper of the moment; he thinks Outram
the first of military men, and says he may indeed be inferior
to the duke, but far beyond Napoleon! I have heard from
Delamain. He is all right: he never wrote the letter from
Switzerland attributed to him, and is indignant at the suppo-
sition ; he never even saw it. It would have shocked me had
Delamain been treacherous. The man who wrote it was in
my belief he who said Delamain did ; I had tried him by a
court-martial some time before. The whole of the 8rd
Cavalry dine with me on the 24th, he among the rest, and I
will give my mind to everybody when proposing Delamain’s
health.

“ The arrival of Nusseer Khan's body, backed by all the
efforts of the Bombay Times, did not create the least
sensation among the people of Scinde, which was the object
of the whole manceuvre. Ahmed Khan Lugaree has surren-
dered : he was with me yesterday and told me the Lion
took up the position at Dubba himself; that he had placed
his cavalry on each wing, as I had mine, with orders, when
we attacked, to sweep round our flanks and charge our
rear, but they fled. I asked him why he had not attacked
Colonel Stack with vigour on the 22nd when coming to
join me ? His answer was :—because the Ameer forbid us,
saying you had treated the women of the other Ameers so
honourably, that as Stack had women with his column_he
would not attack it: and when he heard the guns fire he
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sent orders to his troops to desist. My Belooch enemies
are more just than the Court of Directors! Every one of
the Beloochees who were at Dubba, with whom I have con-
versed, have said the same thing about the woren.

““The story of the lady in labour I never heard of until
it was in the Bombay Times. The true story is this. One
of the ladies pretended to be in labour, and sent for a state
bedstead, which was mounted with pure gold in large quan-
tities: the prize agent sent her word she might have
her choice of all others, but that one he could not give her.
The trick to get that valuable gold bedstead having thus
failed, the lady, not choosing to take any other, was not
confined at all in the fort, but long afterwards at her
private residence.”—The published falsehood run thus. The
Ameer's wife was in labour, Sir C. Napier ordered the prize
agents to drag the miserable trucklebed on which she was
lying from under her, to swell his prize money !

“The Irish affairs are terrible. I should like to ask
Roebuck, and Lord John Russell, who won’t interfere with
private trade to save the starving thousands in Ireland, why
they won't allow a poor boatman on the Thames, or a
cabman on his stand, to charge their own prices ? Adam
Smith was a shrewd man, but theories will not always apply
to extreme cases ; the food that trains one man in health,
kills one that is sick. Nothing about Outram yet: well,
Job was a great man.

“ Journal, March 24th.—I am now, after four years of
incessant work, struggling against injustice and ill-treatment
for winning battles!| Hard this! N'importe, a good con-
science and clean hands enable me to sleep sound and pitch
the directors to the fittest place for them. I shall leave
Scinde happy and prosperous ; but there is not amongst the
ruling people here any knowledge of good government.
Hardinge is a man of fine courage, and a fine-minded man,

but in my opinion not equal to the rule of this great
empire.
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“ M. Genl. W. Napier, April 9th.—Stack’s case is put on
a mirage. The soldiers are dissatisfied, and know of no
mirage. Jacob reports that the officers were in a hell of
a fank. I am unwell, having again had a severe attack,
such as fell on me on my journey to Lahore; only this
time, and don’t I thank God for it, I have not a thousand
miles to travel in suffering of body and mind, with a burning
tent and a camel’s back for comforts. The long-expected
decision on my appeal came five days ago, and is a complete
triumph for Outram. I send you copies of the secert
committee’s letters and my answer. Hardinge and Hobhouse
are evidently dissatisfied, but won’t say so, because they
feel unable to do more. I am convinced both have done
their best, and long ago I told you how powerful the civil
servants were. I shall not lose temper. The committee
shall be payed off without expressing the contempt I feel,
until I have seen Scinde through this year with its reduced
garrison. Were I to resign now I should be destroyed
by the rascals; they would manage not to let me go before
the monsoon, and then a forced stay here during another
hot season, as Mr. Napier, would expose me to the insults,
perhaps worse, of their civil government while I was alive,
which probably would not be long. Proud spirit bide your
time. The directors are now trying to deprive me of prize
money, as well as honours and honour.

“ The Governor-general.—I have received by your lord-
ship’s orders, copies of two letters from the Honourable
the Secret Committes, addressed to the governor-general.
They are dated 21st September 1846, and 15th January -
1847, respectively. Upon these letters I shall with all
proper respect, take leave to make the following observa-
tions.

“ Paragraphs 1, 2, and 8, Dispatch September 21st.—We
regret much to be again compelled to notice a practice which
we deem to be inconsistent with the public interests, and
at variance with the rules by which alone due discipline and
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obedience to superior authority can be adequately main-
tained.

“In our dispatch of the 20th November 1845, we ap-
proved of your having called the attention of Lit.-Col.
Outram to a letter, addressed to him by your secretary on
the 26th of May 1844. In that letter the instructions of
your government were conveyed to Lt.-Col. Outram in the
following words. ‘In the event of your conduct being at
any time represented in a light you deem injurious, your
proper appeal is not to the public through the press, but
to the government you serve, through the usual official
channels. The governor-general in council cannot sanction
the carrying on of a correspondence in the public journals
by public officers, upon matters in which they have been
concerned as officers of government.’

“ A similar communication was at the same time made
to Major-General Sir Charles Napier, your governor in
Scinde, and in repeating the injunction in our dispatch of
November 1845, we said—‘ We have no doubt that Sir
Charles Napier and Colonel Outram will implicitly obey
your commands, and that therefore the controversy may be
regarded as at an end, so far as its continuance depended
upon papers written avowedly for insertion in the public
journals.’

“ Remark.—I had no controversy with Captain Outram,
a brevet lieutenant-colonel of the Bombay Army: and as
no controversy existed, there could not be a ¢ continuance’
of controversy. There were no papers written by me either
directly or indirectly ¢ avowedly for insertion in the public
journals” T inserted, and had inserted nothing. I did
¢ implicitly obey the governor-gencral's commands.” I
rigidly adhered to those rules, ‘by which alone,’ as the
Honourable Committee justly assert, ‘due discipline and
obedience to superior authority can be justly maintained.’
Lieutenant-Colonel Outram disobeyed the orders he had
received.
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‘ Paragraph 4, Dispatch September 21st, 1846.—We
were at this time in possession of your letter to the governor
of Bombay, dated 12th of August 1845, in which, main-
taining the necessity of strictly emnforcing the prohibition
against officers in India carrying on altercations by a series
of letters in the public journals, you pointed out in strong
terms the inrportance, if not the necessity, in your opinion,
of allowing officers whose characters were assailed the
opportunity of publishing their vindications. You observed
that when, as in the cese now before the government, the
officers involved in controversy are high in rank and filling
important offices, it does appear to the governor-general in
council that the reply of Colonel Outram, confined to a
published counter-statement, would not be so injurious to
the discipline of the army and the harmony of the public
service, a8 the adoption of a course which would convey the
impression that one of the parties had been unfairly prohi-
bited from defending his character.

“ Remark.—1I never ‘ carried on a series of letters’ 1
never wrote a single letter directly or indirectly in the
public journals! 1 appealed to superior authority, and
occupied myself with the arduous duties I had to perform,
and I have not found any response to the appeal I made
in order that ‘due discipline and obedience to superior
authority might be adequately maintained.” 1 never
¢ assailed’ Colonel Outram’s character, he assailed mine !
but confiding in the government I made no answer. I had
no altercation with Lieutenant-Colonel Outram. I repeat
that I rigidly obeyed the orders of -the governor-general
while Lieut.-Colonel Outram openly disobeyed them.

“ Paragraph 5, Dispatch 21st September 1846.—Under
these circumstances, and as no commaunication was made to
Lieutenant-Colonel Outram forbidding him to publish hig
vindication in England, however reprehensible his conduct
may have been, it cannot perhaps be said that he violated

VOL. IV. D
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any distinct and positive order in publishing here a vindi-
-cation of his conduct; but on the perusal of the work
published by him entitled ¢ The Conquest of Scinde a
Commentary’ we are compelled to state that he has exceeded
in the most unjustifiable manner the proper line of self-
defence.

“ Remark.—A communication was made to Lieutenant-
-Colonel Outram. The assertion that none was made is a
most strange oversight! What are the words addressed
direct to Lieutenant-Colonel Outram? Here they are—
¢25th May 1844. TFor the event of your conduct being at
any time represented in a light you deem injurious, your
proper appeal is not to the public through the press.’—The
press! No reference is there made to, nor can in any way
be considered to relate to the English press, or the Bombay
press ;. nor can any man pretend that a libel is less a libel in
one press than another—* but to the government you serve,
through the usual official channels. The governor-general
in council cannot sanction the carrying on of a correspond-
ence in the public journals by public officers upon matters
in which they have been concerned as officers of government.’

““ What are the words also of the Honourable Secret Com-
mittee itself? Here they are—‘ We have no doubt that Sir
-C. Napier and Colonel Outram will implicitly obey your
-.commands’—i. e. not to appeal to the public through the
press. Is it then just to me to say that Lieut.-Colonel
Outram did not violate any distinct and positive order? He
was commanded not to appeal to the public through °the
press’ and bhe did appeal through °the press’: if the word
appeal can be applied to an unprovoked attack upon a
general officer who had not assailed him! Good God! is
there any justice in this? The words of the secret com-
mittee itself, thus diametrically contradict each other in the
same sheet of paper! Assuredly Lieutenant-Colonel Outram
did ‘violate a distinct and positive order.’




65th Year]  EPOCH XVI. PERIOD VIIL—SCINDE. 51

““The committee proceeds to reprobate the book published
by Lieutenant-Colonel Outram, called ‘The Conquest of
Scinde a Commentary.” Now I knew nothing of this book,
I never read it.* I never made any complaint of it: it was
not even published when my complaint was made! That
complaint was and is of a letter published at Bombay;
not in England but in Bombay, if that makes any differ-
ence, which I must deny : published by a captain against his
general, and exciting the army which that general com-
manded to look upon their leader as their murderer; and
that too, at a time when hostilities were expected in the
Punjaub. Why this dook of Lieutenant-Colonel Outram is
referred to in the letter of the secret committee I am at &
loss to conceive! It formed no subject of complaint by me.

““ Here I must be permitted to say, that when the governor-
general expressed his opinion that officers ought to be al-
lowed to defend their character in a publication against their
superiors in rank, he of course implied that the government
they served had either first refused to listen to their com-
plaints, or had read and sanctioned their publication. The
governor-general could not mean otherwise without contra-
dicting his own order of May 25, 1844 : indeed every order
known, and the common observance of every service. For
if every discontented soldier may at pleasure print a libel
against his superior, I am at a loss to see how ¢ due disci-
pline and obedience to superior authority” can be adequately
maintained! and the higher the rank of the discontented
man the greater the evil!

“ This doctrine would enable every officer, every private,
in the army to attack his superior in print; and many will
do so: at present these attacks are amonymous, ere long
they will have names, and the press will defend them. I

* This would seem inconsistent with his previous notices of it in his
correspondence, but it is not 80 : his staff had all read the book and were
constantly telling him of and shewing him foul passages and falsehoods,
and it was on their authority he spoke of the work in his letters.

D 2
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adduce the present case. If Lieutenant-Colonel Outram
may publish to the world that I am an infamous character,
I really cannot see why any other soldier may not do the
same, and use the same terms, however opprobrious, towards
the secret committee! How eould it with justice punish
that towards itself which it does not punish towards me ?

“1 entirely agree with the opinion of the governor-
general, that if the government refused a proper hearing to
the complaints of its officers, it ought to allow them to
appeal to the public: to refuse them would be unjust and
therefore mischievous. But I will ask why not hear com-
plaints as it professes to do? Why should authority not
pronounce on the conduct of its own officers ? Lieutenant-
Colonel Outram in his letter accuses me of crimes: 1 deny
them. Why does not the government purify its service of
one of us? He would not trust the government, he knew
that he was wrong. I did trust the government because I
knew that I was right.

“ Paragraph 6, Dispatch Sept. 21st, 1846.—In our letter
of the 20th November 1845, we have called upon you to
consider whether it may not be advisable to publish some
further order, enforcing the necessity of its being clearly
understood by every one, when employed by government,
that it is inconsistent with his duty, and a breach of trust, to
corresporrd with any one upon the instructions which such
individual so employed may have received for his guidance,
and that he has no right to reveal without due authority
from his official superiors, any part or circumstance which
may have come to his knowledge in the performance of his
duty.

“ Remark.—As I have made no use of official papers, nor
communicated such to any one but in the orthodox perform-
ance of my duty, I have no remark to make upon this: it
cannot refer to me. It does to Lieutenant-Colonel Outram
however; for in the le?ter which I complained of, he shews
clearly that he has had information from public offices in
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Bombay. What he has published in his ook I know not,
for, as before said, I have not seen his book.”

The secret committee’s paragraph re‘erred to the Con-
quest of Scinde and was a despicable inuendo that Sir C.
Napier had furnished official papers for that work : but every
official paper there quoted or alluded to had been published
previously in the parliamentary papers, and was taken from
those papers: the inuendo was therefore a miserable false-
hood.

“ Paragraph 7, Dispatch 21st Sept. 1846.—We would now
add to this further order a declaration, that if any officer,
civil or military, whether on the plea of self-justification or
otherwise shall hereafter contravene the order by any publi-
cation whatever, whether in India or elsewhere without the
previous sanction of the government under which he serves,
or of the home suthorities, it will be recommended to the
directors to dispense with his services.

“ Remark.—I can see no interpretation of this, except,
that Lieutenant-Colonel Qutram having broken through all
orders, all rules, all propriety, and ‘exceeded in & most un-
justifiable manner the proper limits of self-defence,’ in his
various publicatious against Lieutenant-General Sir Charles
Napier, the governor of Scinde, he is hereby whitewashed ;
but Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Napier, who has im-
plicitly obeyed all our orders, and trusted his conduct to be
defended by ‘the government he serves,’ shall not receive
any protection from us: nor shall he defend himself! This
is the mode in which I have been treated up to the present
moment, and which I protest against as most unjust. I
complained of a libel, and not the slightest notice is taken of
my complaint ; but I get two letters about a ¢ controversy,
which never existed; and a °book,’ which I never com-
plained of or evenread! I demand, and I have a right to
demand an answer to my appeal against Lieutenant-Colonel
Outram of the Bombay army, in which I have the honour to
serve as a lieutenant-general. This officer may be a Com-
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pany’s officer, but he also bears a commission from Her
Majesty, and belongs to the Order of the Bath. If the
gecret committee think it just to decline giving me an answer
to my appeal, I must make it elsewhere and trust to the
justice of Her Majesty towards an officer who has served
the throne with faithful zeal for fifty-four years.

“I now come to the second letter, dated January 15th,
1847.

 Para. 1.—Referring to your letter of November, No. 56,
we have to state, that it was far from our intention, when we
addressed you on 21st September in regard to a work pub-
lished by Lieut.-Colonel Outram called ‘ The Conquest of
Scinde & Commentary’ to instruct you to take any mea-
sures which might operate in any way to the prejudice of
Lieut.-General Sir Charles Napier.

“ Remarks.—1I am ignorant of what the governor-general’s
letter was, but he seems to have saved me from great in-
justice ; for assuredly the letter of the secret committee
dated 21st September 1846, must not only have operated
to my prejudiee, but have given a complete triumph to an
unprincipled libeller, I mean Lieut.-Colonel Outram.

“ Para. 2, Dispatch January 1847.—On the contrary, it
was our wish to afford satisfaction to that officer by shewing
that we entirely disapproved of Lieut.-Colonel Outram’s
published work, and were prepared to punish any public
functionary who, after the warning, should commit a similar
offence. This due warning we intended should be given by
that general order which is directed to you to make public,
and which, appearing immediately subsequent to Lieut.-
Colonel Outram’s volume, we considered would be suffi-
ciently significant of our opinion in regard to that work.
We had no intention that it should be understood we di-
rected that order against a supposed determination on the
part of Sir C. Napier to reply to Lieut.-Colonel Outram.
We did indeed mean that the application should be general,
but not having any apparent bearing against any individual,
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and far less against Sir C. Napier. In order however to
prevent the possibility of any mistake on this subject we
have to repeat our injunctions in regard to the general
order, and to desire you to communicate a copy of our
letter of 21st September 1846, as also of this present
dispatch both to Sir C. Napier and Lieut.-Colonel Outram.
 Remarks.—1I am obliged to repeat. First. That I had
not seen Lieut.-Colonel Outram’s work. Second. That I
never complained of Lieut.-Colonel Outram’s work. Third.
That it was not published when I made my complaint of
his letter, published at Bombay, and dated July 8, 1845.

“ Lieut.-Colonel Outram’s do0%, for aught I know, may
be a defence of his ¢dnduct in Scinde ; and it may be true
or false; I have not read it because, and only because, I
awaited the decision of my appeal against the attacks made
upon me in his letter to Major-General Napier, relying im-
plicitly on the justice of those to whom I made that appeal :
and I did not even in that appeal complain of any defence
of himself as to matters in which he had been officially con-
cerned. . No! My complaint was:—and it seems hard upon
me that I have been obliged so often, and so hopelessly to
reiterate that complaint—that the libeller put forth reckless
falsehoods against my conduct in Scinde as governor and
commander of the forees, long after he had left the country,
and with which transactions he had no concern whatever !

“ What concern had Lieut.-Colonel Outram with the
78th Regiment ? If my conduet was wrong, were not the
governor-general and the commander in chief the proper
judges? If they approved, was I to be dragged before the
public by Lieut.-Colonel Outram and held up as a murderer,
the soldiers being told that my conduct ought to be brought
before parliament? I boldly assert that this amounted to
little short of mutiny, and was well calculated to produce
mutiny. The atrocity of this conduct is past deseription !
When and how is discipline to be maintained ?

“ Again. What had Captain OQutram of the 23rd N. I.
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to say to the attack of the civil service upon me? for I
have always denied that I attacked the civil service, and do
go still. What had this officer to do with the batfa granted
to me? and about which his statement is a direct falge-
hood ? What concern had this officer with these things ?
These were the subjects of my appeal, and I strenuously
maintain, that in justice to me, and in justice to outraged
military discipline, Captain and brevet Lieut.-Colonel Ou-
tram should be made to prove his assertions, which ought
to entail my dismissal or his.

“So much for my appeal, and the Honourable Secret
Committee must pardon my repeating that appeal, and look-
ing for redress at the hands of those whose duty it is to ad-
minister justice. A government may not be able to defend
its servants against the attacks of those who are not its
servants; but it is bound to protect its own servants egainst
each other on points of public safety. I have therefore to
conclude by requesting an answer to my appeal made on
the 5th of August 1845, of which I take the liberty to en-
close a copy, seeing that the subject thereof has been
entirely lost sight of in the letters which I have now the
honour to acknowledge having received.—Kurrachee, April
10th, 1847.”

This letter privately transmitted to Hobhouse, and also
officially, through Lord Hardinge, merits one or two re-
marks, First it may be observed, that nearly two years
elapsed before Sir C. Napier even received the secret com-
mittee's jesuitical, contemptible specimen of special plead-
ing, to mask foul insult and enmity. Why was it so long
delayed ? Because it was well known at the India House
that Outram, in conjunction with Willoughby the secretary
of the Bombay government, was congocting his book, and
the object was to give that a licence of circulation before
the prohibitory order was enforced ; in fine to enable
Outram to libel, and to prevent Sir C. Napier replying,
while all official redress was denied—first by delay, mext
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by falsely pretending to regard the matter as a controversy
instead of & libel and breach of discipline. There was no
controversy. Sir C. Napier had published nothing, as the
committee well knew; and was so placable, so generous of
temper as even now to give Sir John Hobhouse credit for
having strived against wrong, and only succumbing to supe-
rior influence : he supposed him dissatisfied also with the
result. That he strove, and with good feeling at first, is
very probable, nay certain ; but assuredly he took the onus
of defending the proceeding on himself, as the subjoined
letter will make this clear. '

“ Sir John Hobhouse to Major-Genl. Wm. Napier, India
Board, June 4th.—My dear general. I have received your
brother’s comments on the letters of the secret committee,
and regret exceedingly to find that he has entirely mistaken
the purport of them, and has interpreted what was meant to
soothe and pacify into a fresh insult. He appears to be quite
ignorant that the secret committee is, in fact, the President
of the Board, and that if he has been wronged in this last
instance I was the party responsible to him. I have written
to him to tell him so, lamenting that all my vexation, and
more than civil war with my coadjutors at the India House
in order to serve him should have no better result.

* The second dispatch of which he so strangely complains
was written by myself. The first was the effect of a compro-
mise between the chairman and myself, and neither of the
one or the other has your brother the least right to complain.
Both of them were meant to be a reproof to Outram; and the
last of them expressly stated that nothing unfriendly to Sir
Charles was contemplated by the first dispatch. I despair of
being able to satisfy your brother, at least until I see him in
England, and shew him the original correspondence in regard
to this unfortunate business. “ Very truly yours,

“JorN HoBHOUSE.”

Compromise ! It was justice on an offender that Sir C.

Napier demanded ! and was he to be told that & compromise
D3
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between two other persons was to satisfy him? What did
they compromise ? Truth! or falsehood !

The answer ta Sir John's note ran thus.

“ Guernsey, June 7th, 1847.—My dear Sir John. Your
letter astonished me. My brother must do what he thinks
fitting in a matter so deeply affecting his honour ; I cannot
pretend to act except under his lead, but I entreat of you to
consider the subject again.

“Colonel Outram foully and recklessly assailed Sir C,
Napier the governor of Scinde, in a letter addressed to me
but published in the newspapers.

“8ir C. Napier, who had never assailed Colonel Outram,
did not notice this letter, he remained passive before the
public ; he entered into no controversy, private or public : he
demanded from authority redress for the foul and false libel
published by Colonel Outram, and the punishment of the
libeller. He received no redress. An order was indeed is-
sued, forbidding Colonel Outram to repeat his libel, but at
the same time he was appointed to a high, lucrative situa-
tion! Thus encouraged he disobeyed the order and repeated
the libel with greater virulence in a book, which Sir C. Napier
- has not even read.

“Sir C. Napier again demanded redress for the first libel,
without noticing the second.

“In reply to this reiterated demand, an order is made
public, forbidding officers to publish controversial papers
founded on official documents; at the same time Colonel
Outram is promoted to the highest and most lucrative situ-
ation in the gift of the Bombay government!

“Thus Sir C. Napier is denied all redress, and forbid to
defend his character from libels published in defiance of
orders, while the libeller is ostentatiously rewarded for his
libel and disobedience of orders! It is assumed also that
Sir C. Napier had appeared in print as a controversialist—an
assumption having no foundation in fact: and grounds are
laid, plausible grounds, eagerly seized by the Indian press,
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for proclaiming the order to be a reprimand of Sir C. Napier,
though it was designed, you say, as a reproof to Colonel
Outram ! :

““Convinced of your friendly feelings, I place this synopsis
of the matter before you without & comment, and remain
yours, “W. NAPIER.”
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH,

FIRST PERIOD.

S1R CHARLES NAPIER now felt, that he was a man marked
for ill-usage, even for destruction if occasion served. That
neither gratitude nor decency was to be expected from the
directors, and that Her Majesty’s actual ministers, were, like
their predecessors, as submissive to those directors ae
spaniels. He resolved therefore to retire from thankless
labour and end his days in quiet obscurity.

‘““ Journel, April 19th.—There is a vile conspiracy against
me, but I defy them all, horse foot and dragoons. Now
Charles Napier be calm! give your enemies no advantage
over you by loss of self-control : do nothing that they want,
and everything to annoy them. Keep your post like a rock
till you are ready to go on board for England; and then
with your pen, and your pistols too if necessary, harass
them. If God spares my life I shall be in England next
April and bid adieu to public life. So ends my sermon.

“ April 21st.—This is the twelfth anniversary of my mar-
riage with my present wife, who is all goodness and virtue.
God spare her to me till He takes me out of this world. She
will rejoin me hereafter in the central sun, where I suppose
we shall all go. For there must be a centre to the heavens

- as to all things, and in that centre we may believe the
Deity dwells, and there receives his creatures after death.
May my sins not prevent my being there, with all of mine
who have gone before in recognition and love. What is to
happen to us? A very short time will now let me into the
secret, and curiosity is strong within me, encreasing as the
time draws nearer. I do not think my balance-sheet will
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be white : no man's is. I try hard to do my duty, but do
not satisfy myself, and God will not make me judge my own
soul, or I am & lost man. Yet if so, there must be a purga-
tory, for I could not honestly pronounce myself worthy of
heaven, nor altogether of eternal damnation.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, April 24th.—1I have no longer the
excitement of work to keep up my spirits; the government
of Scinde is the web of Penelope—what I do is to be
undone. I bhave made the people happy; they are free so
far as their state will admit of freedom, and more I fear
than they will have when I go. They are like all who receive
freedom as a gift from power, and too barbarous to hold
their own, are liable to lose it when the civil servants rule
the province. I have done my best to make food cheap,
and it is now a drug! you can buy barley for very little
beyond the cost of carrying it away, and I am satisfied.
Scinde need not be better than she is, the people are de-
lightfully idle. Three days’ work feeds a family, and all are
bappy for the four others, laughing, sleeping, eating, idle:
the few who won’t work rob, and are punished.

“T have now given the old grandees their jaghires in
perpetuity on the plan I mentioned; but I do not draw
attention to it, fearing the directors would upset me, for it is
a stretch of power; had leave been asked it could not have
been accomplished. The sirdars do not understand it yet;
they cannot imagine that they are reslly masters, and that
the land is their own, without payment or military service.
One or two indeed see the reality and ave eager to strike the
bargain ; they will all do so in time, will expend money and
improve : meanwhile a host of poor ryots, hitherto slaves
both to the Ameers and the jaghirdars, will be endowed with
small farms and become independent. My motives were

““ 1°. That the sirdars will not be good and satisfied sub-
jects unless we give them employment, and honour them:
but when civilization begins to work they will find them-
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gelves rich, and will embark in agrjcultural and mercantile
speculations, feeling that the property is their own.

“ 20, That with such great jaghires, they would become
dangerous, ruling whole districts as they do now. At pre-
sent we put them down, and keep them down, because of
their barbarous state; but we could not easily do so when
civilized, as their sons will be.

¢ 3°, All the small farmers, who will in future hold the
land given up by the jaghirdars, will join the government to
keep their former masters in order; and these small folks
will be numerous, independent, and not oblivious of their
former state of vassalage.

“ There are many other things of an advantageous nature
which have been done, and others which could be done were
I left to work freely; but no more can I now do for Scinde
and I shall leave it ; yet with a great yearning after it and its
fine people. Were you all here I should like to die here,
but the present state of things is not to be borne. I like
Hardinge much, not his advisers.

“ H. Napier.—My plan is to quit India the 1st of next -
March, as little Belooch Charley did: ain’t he a nice little
chap? If I find you all alive I shall indeed be happy : if
aught happens to keep me here with my dear boy John, you
will all have the satisfaction of knowing that my work has
been honourably done, and by no action was our motto for-
feited "— (crest motto ‘Sans tache’).—** The sword our father
gave me, is as clear as I received it; my Indian revilers
cannot stain it, though, to do them justice, they labour
zealously. Many -persons have I to take home, and seven
are women and children! Well, there is far less anxiety
now than in coming out, when my death would have left
my wife and daughters a burthen to you all. Now that
it is decided to go, when my eyes are cast over Scinde from
the top of my house, my love for the country and the people
is strong, but for you in England much stronger.
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“ May 11.—I am able to send eleven thousand tons of
wheat to Ireland if T can get ships, and at £3 per ton!
and yet keep enough in Scinde for our consumption in case
of a bad coming harvest.”

Lord Ellenborough pointed out to the ministers how
shipping could be had; and how this wheat could be applied
to save the starving Irish: but he and Sir Charles Napier
were treated alike, with scorn.

“ May 12.—Pray pitch the prize money question to the
devil, it gives you trouble when you are ill. Recollect that
I have a sneaking regard for you, and very little for the
prize money, which may come or go as fate pleases: they
will of course cheat me out of it if they can. I have sent
you all the cases. I have no experience in these matters,
but imagine Mr. Goulburn drew up the warrant to hurt
me ; for I once had a warrant before, wherein-I was called
Colonel Napier, ¢ Commander in chief of our land forces
80 employed.! Now in this my name does not appear,
though now having higher rank and command than I had
in America: and Outram’s name appears twice! Trick!
trick ! from top to toe! But I am sick of No. One, and his
squabbles : Bah! for them all and their prize money. The
only pleasure left for me is seeing you all, and Lord Ellen-
borough, and tke beau”—Wellington.—* Your good opine
is more to me, than all the evil the clique at Bombay can
ever do to me. My answer to the villains is 11,000 tons of
grain, ready to go to Ireland !!

“ Aye! and this plenty will be greater ere I leave Scinde
in February next: every day increases our produce, and dar-
ing merchants are already on the Indus, preparing to strike
up the river. But I have such masters, and the land is so
ruled by the directors, that by the Lord it sickens one,
Hardinge is making good financial arrangements, as far as
I can judge ; but if some ass comes to replace him all this
goes to the bad. He and I differ about his raising the re-
venue in the Punjaub without great oppression; but I now
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avoid the subject : time will shew who is right. The order
Hardinge was forced by the Board of Control to issue about
my appeal has given a handle to my enemies, and the Friend
of India, which is no friend to truth, says it is directed
against me. Outram should have been named, for of course
it may be taken either way. I am quite sure Hobhouse did
not mean it should hurt me ; and after allit does not. What
care I for such miserable scoundrels ?

“Journal, May 15th.—Here am I now held up as a be-
trayer of confidential papers! I hope they will stop short of
sending me to Sodom and Gomorrah! All else I have been
accused of ; robbery, murder, dethroning innocent princes,
refusing beds to princesses when in their extremity of labour,
lying through thick and thin! In short the devil never
turned such a complete job out of hand. Hardinge pub-
lishes an order, by order, and piques himself that he has not
alluded to anybody! Why did he not? Why not say at
once that it referred to me or Outram ? As I have neither
published nor betrayed any paper, Outram is the guilty man:
—he has done so, why is he not marked ? It is apparently a
determination on all sides to act towards me as if I was a
guilty man: and all my protestations of innocence, my de-
mands for trial, for enquiry, for anything they please, are in
vain! Well, I shall have my defence in my own hands soon.

“As the directors are unable to ‘filch from me my good
name, they are now trying to get my prize money—°‘my
purse:’ better that than nothing think they. I shall not
break my heart if they do, though they fancy I shall! The
only thing I care about is, that it is the work of those
snobs, Outram and Willoughby and their miserable coad-
Jjutors, such as Townsend and Co., civil servants of the Hon-
ourable Company, whose honour is all in the name: where
its honesty is Heaven knows! cheek by jowl I imagine with
that of Judas, chained to it as Baird was to the corpse of-
his companion.

“May 19th.—A letter from Ali Moorad, he does not like
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to have a resident; but if I let him be his own master he
will commit himself and do something to lose his possessions.
" I have also just got letters from the Rao of Cutch. A man
came to him with letters from Shere Mahomed Talpoor, the
Lion, with a strange estory, which cannot be clearly made
out; but all hinges upon the same point, viz. that Outram
is trying to get the Ameers restored. That he is at mischief
I have no doubt ; he is quite capable of any dirty underhand
work, but he cannot succeed. The Ameers won't budge a
foot while I am here, their fear of me is too great. His aim
is to injure me, and so get back without having to do with
me: these objects are incompatible.

“May 20th.—The anniversary of my first wife’s birthday.
For years it was one of pleasure to me: and now that the
dreams of life, now that all life’s dramatic scenes have passed
away, and my own existence is fast ebbing, this day still
brings bright hours to my mind ; their brilliance might have
been more perfect but for my ownr folly, but they would
equally have passed away like phantoms, leaving no trace but
in memory. All is transient, a phantom of the mind, a pass-
ing scene, a strange mystery which no mind can unravel,
and which reason wishes at an end! Aye! an end, that the
secrets of death may be revealed, or an eternal seal put upon
memory ! That ‘raven's funeral song’ ever sounds its
lugubrious notes to my mind! May the Powers that rule
us, whether three or one, grant us remission.

“Content is all in all, and content men can be, if their
minds are firm and convinced, as mine is, that there is a
future state. I believe that, because it is not in me to think
such a large workshop can be made for nothing! Oh! thou
central sun! when shall I see thes, live in thee, and defy the
evil genius which pulls us down to baseness ? 'What are our
destinies ? Our earth takes eighteen millions of years to
travel round thee, thou great central sun, thou awful seat of
something awful! Unless the machine is not yet finished
we are eighteen millions of years old to have made a single
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journey—7yet, probably we have made eighteen millions of
journeys! Perhaps thou also, oh! sun! art but one of an
infinity of central suns which whirl round the God! He has
given us a minute part to act, and such smallness seems to
argue that we are too small to be of importance in that ma-
chine, to conceive the vastness of which even thought falls
short and hopeless! an arrow shot at the moon! But look
below! Are there not things in myriads as much less than
us, as we are less than the globe in which we are shut up ?
Are not their bones, fibres, muscles, all made with a perfec-
tion of attention? May not death give us a huge form in
spirit? May we not go higher, or lower, as we have served
under the banner of the good or evil Spirit ? I may become
a horse, a dog, a rat, an insect most minute after death, and
be conscious of my degraded state. And I may rise to some-
thing as much above what I now am, as much as I now am
above the insect, and so get nearer to the central sun: get
perhaps to our sun, or our moon, or some other planet, or
the secret of death may burst at once upon me! The grave
. 1s the entrance to life; to a life of further trials, and more
or less happiness as we are more or less in the hands of the
good spiritual God, or those of the evil material God—if
God means power. For that two Gods, a bad and a good,
exist and struggle for us, and for all things I believe; and
that in exact proportion to our virtue are we freed from the
evil spirit, whereas our crimes cast us bound at his feet!
¢ Get thee behind me Satan !’—The greatest words recorded
in the history of man, and uttered by the greatest of Beings!
¢ All these conjectures are idle it is said. Yes! to lose
much time in thought which we cannot bring to any conclu-
sion of certainty is so: but to think and dwell upon these
thoughts does good. Who can think of the central sun and
be buse? Who can feel that he is an essential part of this
vast system and be base? Who can take up an atom of dust
from the ground, and not confess that of such atoms the
universe is composed? We are not less than a grain of dust,
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and we form a portion of the physical and spiritual world :
little water makes these atoms of dust into a mountain ; a
little death may make the spirit & mountain of light! Our
insignificance is no argument against our noble nature,
which noble conduct may make grand, and ignoble conduct
may make vile. All comes to this. A small but concen-
trated powerful light gleams upon our road, and we should
go straight by that light, confident and bold. On either
side all is dark, we pass as through a long vault, and at the
end is death : if we arrive at that end clean, having picked
our way, the day bursts upon us and we are allowed to pass
into the ‘ many mansions.” But if we have left the light to
flounder in filth, we are refused leave to enter the mansions
of the good, and are committed to the Evil Spirit whom we
have served through mortal life. Terrible is his rule! for
then comes memory again in all its dreadful array, and
those we love live, we see them, but to join them or to be
owned by them is forbidden by the Power whose service we
rejected in this life !

“ With these thoughts I begin this day, with these thoughts
end it. ‘ Faith, Hope, Charity.” In these three let me be
strong and I shall be with you Elizabeth in eternal life or
eternal dust! Eternal dust! if so all nobleness is folly, all
virtue drivelling, and basencss and selfishness are wisdom !
No! there will be some grand conclusion of the mighty
struggle between the two genii of eternity, and the end, what-
ever it be, achieved. How I laugh when men say, as they
do, that I want a peerage! No! I want to know if a coronet
in the central sun is to be mine; not a coronet on my head,
not a crown of gold or of glory; my coronet is to see those
that are dead, to be away from anger and strife, to live with
those now gone, to expect those who survive me, to hear birds
sing and rivers flow, to cultivate the earth, to do whatever is
directed to be done, to have the enjoyment of which we are
to partake according to our new nature, or our old nature
with diminished or destroyed evil, without the fighting and
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miseries of this life of trial : trials are then to end and peace
be the law. And so my beloved I finish.

“May 22nd.—I feel no longer any excitement about
Scinde. My hands are tied, no good is to be done: yet am
I s0 eager about all things regarding my duty, so troubled
at seeing things go wrong that my health suffers. My
work does not slacken but it is bad work instead of good
work. These civilians, or ¢civil-villains,’ as my brother
William calls them, invent lies and then abuse me for their
own inventlons One fellow says—‘Sir Charles has laid on
a cruel tax:’ then another opens out—‘ The tyranny and
folly and infamous conduct of this man exceeds all descrip-
tion, he hasl aid on the most cruel taxes,” I having taken
off taxes all the time !

““ May 23rd.—Anderson, Outram’s brother-in-law, cal.led
on me to-day: he is a nice young man, and I like him
much. He worked hard with me in 1848 after the battles,
though not in them. I have asked him to dinner, and if
I can give him employment I will, because he has claims,
having gone through all the sicknesses we had, and nearly
dying himself.

“ May 26th.—I have been ill again. These repeated at-
tacks are broad hints.

* May 27th.—Had a letter from Willoughby Cotton, the
Bombay commander in chief. He is a good fellow if those
Bombay chaps don't get round him; from them it is an
incessant small war upon me: why made by the military
I know not, except that I am obliged to bring their bad
staff up occasionally. The civil and military officials are
all in dinner coteries there, and are quite worthy of the
Court of Directors. It is too bad to see such a grand -
country as this Bombay Presidency so be-ridden by offi-
cials, and not paying its own expenses!

“May 20th.—The papers say there has been a conspiracy
at Lahore, for an snstant. 1 am ashamed to own, not to
gladness, on the contrary, but to a sort of exultation at the
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" failure of a time-serving base policy, which lowers the
grandeur of England and endangers the welfare of an
empire. But how terrible is the existence of such feelings!
how horrible that the vile selfish pleasure of being right
in our conjectures should arise even for a moment; that
nasty base feeling of ¢ did not I tell you so’ ‘I said so,
and such like: that is to say, on great points, for on small
. matters one does exult in our neighbour's disappointments
" at times without wrong, because it is felt that they are
rightly served. Tt will not however do to let such feelings
gain a footing about great matters, and I hope with all
my heart that Hardinge’s policy may have full and perfect
success. Still do what I will, I cannot help thinking it is
bad, and that evil will arise : if not, then fate is all, and
good or bad conduct in war and politics are mere chips
.in porridge. Wait awhile Hardinge and you will see what
the Punjaub revenue will be, screwed out of the poor ryots
to go into the pockets of collectors and sirdars. One
fine day there will be a fine turn-out, and the Company
must then seize the country ; perhaps with difficulty, certainly
with danger.

“ This is moderation! Moder-devil! botheration, not
moderation. Real moderation would have seized the whole
land. It would not have been moderation towards the
Ranee and her government, nor towards the throat-cutting
sirdars of the Punjaub; but it would towards the poor
people : they would indeed be plundered still, but less than
they were before”—error! Lord Dalhousie has increased
their burthens—*“I wish for every ome's sake whose life
may be endangered by any outbreuk, that Hardinge's peace-
ful plans may succeed. But if, as I imagine, a fight is to
take place for the conquest of the Punjaub, my wish is that_
we had made a glorious conquest at first, had sent the’
fame of our arms ringing through all Asia, and by making
the people of the Punjaub happy rendered our empire
strong.
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“June 8rd.—Bombay governor insolent in trifles. I
do not think this is Clerk, it is the old clique at work,
but T won’t take it from any.

““ M. Genl. W. Napier.—We are here at Clifton to refresh
ourselves with the sea breeze. Breeze feels cool, but the
thermometer sticks at 90° in the shade. Yet it is pleasant
to see the waves rolling in, foaming and curling and
spraying, and then disappear along the level sand. Some-
where among them lies Alexander’s gold cup, and a little
way off lies Alexander himself. The sand of the Gedrosian
Desert is falling on my paper as I write ; and not far beyond
lies Babylon. Civilization was travelling west in Alexanderg
time; but now! how changed is the grand drama! More
than two thousand years have passed, and civilization
arises on the rear of barbarism: we English have seized
the baggage, are following up our blow, and in a few years
shall be at Babylon—a revived empire! We could reach
it more easily than Alexander. Hedge on the borders of
the Gedrosian Desert lately offered me its sovereignty, and
Burpore, on the confines of Persia, surrendered simply to
a forged letter with my name! We shall go slowly, but
one hundred years will see us at Babylon. If I could do
as I pleased, that should be my road home, despite of the
Russians who rule supreme in Persia, as Anderson, who
has just come from Trebizond, tells me. We shall have a
fight on the Oxus yet; and the magnificent Indian army,
if decently handled, will be too many for the Scythians.

“But it never will be so handled I fear. Look at its
numbers, its equipments, its cavalry, its infantry — all
noble. And the British officers who lead it very noble as
a mass, and susceptible of such a spirit as would play the
devil with a Russian army. Yes! India could meet Russia
on the Caspian shore with 800,000 admirable troops; but
she would of course wait for her on the Indus, with a large
field artillery of 24 1bs. which elephants draw about like 8 Ibs.
and at a rapid pace! Russian guns would then be the camels
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of Semiramis against the real beasts. It is curious that
until the other day this elephantine artillery was never tried.
Whether Hardinge or some of his officers thought of it
I know not; I did not, and am at a loss to think how it
was that I did not! Why did not everybody? Nobody
did until, at Lahore, a large battery train was turned out
drawn by elephants—one to a 12 Ibs. iron gun, two to a
24 Ibs. and able to beat horse artillery in speed, for the
weight seemed nothing to them; and no doubt they would
trot with those guns all day.”

The advantage of these guns for battle seems still very
problematical : it may be found that the saying of Alexander
about elephants still holds good—namely, that they were
‘ the common enemy.’” Wounded or frightened they would
rush away with the guns destroying all in their path.

“Imagine fifty 241b. guns working before a Russian
army and shifting position faster than their six-pounders
could be drawn by horses, half-starved and winded by their
long march from Kiva! Again, fifty regiments of irregular
horsemen in high order, all desperate swordsmen and with
beautiful percussion carabines, cantering round a Russian
army in all directions. And then two hundred thousand
good infantry in line as a wind-up! Verily Count Dolgorucky
you would sweat even though the sun did not touch up your
northerners, which it would do unmercifully, while a stiff
division of British troops acted as a polisher. The Russian
might win for all this, but he would have no easy job, or
our leader would be a bad one. All these countries are
ours, Persia included : we have only to take them. A little
good management would give Russia her quietus, and us the
line of the Euphrates.

“Now to come down hill to my own work. I am taking,
or rather trying to take advantage of our Punjaub lull to
push a steamer up to Ferozepoor, with good and cheap
things for the troops from Bombay, instead of dear from
Calcuita: I hope to draw down commerce to Kurrachee.
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I am also trying to get fuel stations formed to push a
steamer loaded with like good things to Attock, exploring
the Indus as it steams along: but I have little hope to get
Mittenkote for my central depét. It should be my rallying
point for all steamers and country boats; to part from, going
up the five rivers, and to assemble at, coming down. This
only required a line from Hardinge, and that line I cannot
get! Well, I will try again; but am not sanguine. Robert
Bruce's spider is much required in my work. I have sent
the Prince of Wales a beautiful little Belooch shield of
buffalo hide, to suit his little sword.

“Henry Napier, June 4th.—I am impatient to go. I
have hag five years of this heat without a moment’s change,
and my family bave had four, with great anxiety and last
year great danger. Hardinge who is a younger man than
me, says he finds the work wears him; yet he has had
no heat, his summers being spent in the hills of Simla, an
English climate. I am also constantly annoyed in some
way; about trifles indeed, but these trifles are designed to
irritate, and they do irritate : however eight months more
end I shall be a citizen at ease.

“ Richard Ndpier.—Your commercial gizzard will rejoice
to hear that my steamers are being pushed up the river to
stimulate commerce, and palliate the misery that I believe
Hardinge's false policy will inflict on the Punjaub. He
thinks it good, I do not; and my notion is, that one means
of preventing mischief is to shove civilization into every
nook. If, before I leave Scinde, steamers can get to Mool-
tan, Loodiana and Attock—steamers loaded with beer and
wine and other comforts, the demand will arise fast: it
rages already at Loodiana, where they pay l4 rupees a
dozen for beer, and my steamers will take it there at
7 rupees. Beer is no joke in India. The whole of the
Calcutta interest is at work to run down Scinde and the
Indus because they will ruin the trade of the Ganges; all
will come down Indus to make Bombay and Kurrachee.”
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Here ended his noble dreams for Scinde. His wife fell
ill and he resigned at once to take her home: his fierce
spirit defied his enemies, but touched in his affection he
yielded instantly.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, July 4th.—I have resigned. My wife
has nearly died. Seventeen days and nights have I nursed
her. She must not stay. Her danger has cured my ailings,
my strength has returned ; and there is need of it, for from
Bombay comes every petty insult. Tell Lady Campbell, her
son "—grandson of Lord Edward Fitzgerald—*is a noble
fellow in every way, good, clever, high-minded, handsome,
and as strong as Hercules ; 1 do not know that there is any-
thing she can wish that he js not: one of my -regrets at
leaving Scinde is not being able to serve him. Another of
my regrets at going home is to see Ireland in such a state;
here in Scinde food is now dirt, and if they let the poor
alone it will be cheaper still, but there will be the thirst for
increasing the revenue under civilians. I believe that it
infected even Sir Thomas Munro ; I have not his history,
having no time to read; but if so he was wrong, and in-
deed failed, for Madras, which ought to yield an enormous
revenue, is even worse than Bombay: neither pay their
expenses.

“ Henry Napier.—Tell William, I have his letter about
Lord Ashley: his lordship seems very angry and some-
what foolish. We shall be off mext October. I am a
man smothered with women and children, like a duck with
onions; would that my next four months were well over,
and I clear of this grand India and all its glories, and wants,
and bad governments,

“M. Genl. W. Napier, August 14th.—About the 23rd of
September we embark for Suez ; so, if man and horse hold
good, when this reaches you we shall be in Egypt. But
who shall say I will do so? Here is my wife reduced to a
skeleton ; Emily in bed with a tendency of blood to the
head, from sleepless nights about her little daughter; four
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dozen leeches on her head, and no sleep but from opium:
my nerves are torn between business and anxiety. My
letter to Hobhouse was the same as yours, though it ex-
pressed more obligation ; my belief is, that he is sincere
but took a wrong view, and was probably bullied by the
others : he could not have done more I really think. Lord
Ripon is the culprit. I am sorry the duke and Lord Ellen-
borough have taken up the affair of the grain offered for
Ireland so warmly; because when I offered it to Mr. Clerk”
—=&ir G. Clerk governor of Bombay—*“1 Aad ¢, but he
refused, and we have since been selling as much as we
could: it is our revenue, we cannot keep it for an un-
certain market. If England wants it they must say we
will take it, then it is a bank-note. I cannot even now
stop selling, for prices in India are rising fast, and we are
selling fast.”

At this time the attempt to deprive him of prize money
was in full activity, and Henry Napier conducted his appeal
against the injustice of the directors.

“ Henry Napier, August 14th.—I thought your state-
ment about the prize money admirable, but the lawyers
know better ; it is not ability but experience in the art that
tells, and the lawyers are ‘up to snuff.’ I laugh at them all
Hal, the prize money gives me no sort of care. I have
given my daughters enough from the result of my economy,
and what is money to me? We cannot worship God and
Mammon, it is not possible. I have made my choice long
ago, and Mammon may go to the hell he came from! My
economy! Depend on that being called another name in
India: you can have no conception of the vulgar baseness
of people here—they attach shame and infamy to economy !
Ere this reaches you I shall be at Malta, or with the ghosts
in the Red Sea. I hope not the last, as I am so like Moses
that Pharaoh would shout, We have him at last, and fall on
me tooth and nail.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, September 5th.—1I have put my



66th Year.] EPOCH XVII. PERIOD I.—SCINDE. 5

resignation entirely on the sickness of my family, though
resolved to go before that, only not so soon. After Sir
John Hobhouse’s handsome conduct and trouble to defend
me, I thought it would be ungrateful to say the treatment
received about Outram was the cause. I think indeed that
Sir John took a mistaken view, but that his intention was
to serve me, and had he been master he would have done so.
My conduct ought therefore to be regulated towards him by
his intention, not the results. My meaning is that had I
said, I would not stay because no redress was to be had, and
that without a long explanation, it would in fact be an
attack on Sir John Hobhouse—but hereafter this shall be
known. Hardinge has been very kind to me, and given me
a steam frigate direct to Suez, which saves a preliminary
voyage to Bombay. Richard's criticism on Outram’s book,
just come out; is capital. I mean to lay the whole story
before the dauke. This is my last letter from Scinde.”

Thus ended Charles Napier's Scindian career, but a letter
from his son-in-law, McMurdo, written after his departure,
gives an interesting account of his favourite work, the mole
of Kurrachee; which he designed as the first step towards
making that harbour suitable for the great destiny which he
foresaw awaited it. He was stopped in his course towards
that grand object, malignantly stopped ! and now in 1856
the directors, forced by circumstances, are endeavouring to
effect late, and at great expense, what they would not let him
do then economically and in time! Charles Napier's genius
has thus proved too strong for their hestility ; Kurrachee
will become a great emporium, and advance Bombay beyond
Calcutta despite of silly directors.

“ From Colonel McMurdo.—The mole at Kurrachee will
be three thousand yards long: the part finished, 7883 yards,
is of cut stone : the creek has been crossed, but it took two
months to discover a mode of doing it, which was by filling
date bags made of coarse grass with stiff mud, and throwing
them in at low water. This was commenced in February,

E 2
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and scarcely was the ereek crossed in June ; and then only
by a pathway. The mole is now being carried across the
mud flats covered by the tides, in the shape of an embank-
ment, with a slope of one foot in five at each side ; rubble
stone is placed on the slopes, which breaks the ripple,
or wash of the tide, sufficiently to protect the stiff clay
underneath. What do you think will be the consequence
of thus closing the creek ? The general did it—instead of
adopting a bridge as he first designed—on the opinion of
Captain Selby of the Indian Navy, who said the great scour
of the tide, which used to drive through the creek, would
when that was closed go back and forward along the mole,
making a clear channel. I hope it won't clear away too
much for the mole’s foundation.”

Now let Sir Charles Napier’s services in Scinde be judged
by the following summary, speaking with the force of close
combination : and contrasted with the treatment disclosed
in the foregoing stery of his career.

In October 1842 he took charge of the political and mili-
tary affairs of Scinde, both being in a most confused and
perilous state, seriously affecting the general safety of the
whole Indian empire. Before the end of that year he laid
open the hostile designs and intrigues of the Ameers, and
by a dexterous policy broke their military combinations in
Upper Scinde, when on the point of being directed against
his sickly army, forcing them to disperse and fly without a
sword stroke: and at the same time he detached the most
powerful of them, from the family league, and made him a
fast friend of the British.

InJanuary 1848, he marched into the desart, and destroyed
the fortress of Emaum Ghur, considered by the Beloochees
impregnable. Eighteen days he remained ir the wilderness,
and his enterprize was characterized by the Duke of Welling-
ton as ‘“the most curious feat of arms he had ever known
or read of.”

The 17th of February 1848, having previously saved his
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army from the destruction prepared for it by the wiles of the
Ameers and the stupid vanity of Major Outram, he won the
battle of Meeanee with less than two thousand men, against
thirty-five thousand Beloochees strongly posted and en-
trenched. After four hours’ fighting, the combatants never
being more than four yards apart he was victorious, and
six sovereign princes sutrendered next day, yielding up their
capital and fortress.

During the remainder of February and the first three
weeks of March, he formed an entrenched camp, constructed
a fort to defend his steamers, and skilfully prepared for new
efforts, awaiting supplies, and shewing himself, said the
Duke of Wellington, ¢ familiar with the greatest operations
of war” He maintained this position, under the most trying
difficulties, in face of a mew army of thirty thousand Be-
loochees led by Shere Mohamed, the Lion, acting in concert
with the captive Ameers ; they, though treated with profuse
generosity, having prepared a treacherous attack within his
camp. The Delta was then also in a state of warfare on his
flank, and a general insurrection was being secretly prepared,
in connection with the approach of many warlike tribes who
had taken no part in the previous battle.

The 22nd of March his reinforcements being in danger,
he by a most able combination ensured their safety and
junction, in face of the Lion's whole army drawn out to pre-
vent him.

The 24th of March, with five thousand men he totally
routed twenty-six thousand warriors strongly entrenched with
triple lines at Dubba.

Pursuing his victory with incredible energy, the ther-
mometer marking 112°, he in a few days took the Lion’s
fortified capital of Meerpoor on the edge of the great desart,
and his stronger fortress of Omercote in the heart of that
desart, causing the Ameer to fly northward with a few fol-
lowers, while the British force regained Hydrabad before the
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inundation of the Indus could intercept the communication :
a surprizing instance of calculated energy.

Between the 8th of April and the end of May, he secured
all his positions, repaired Meerpoor and the fort of Ali-ka-
Tanda, proclaimed and established the British sovereignty,
and reduced the great sirdars and chiefs to submission,
partly by menaces, partly by conciliation : at the same time
he checked the roving bands of the Delta, and opened his
communications up the Indus by a steam-boat expedition.
Meanwhile he secretly arranged an immense combination of *
troops, advancing from points hundreds of miles distant, to
crush the Lion, who had raised another army, had concerted
a new plan of operations with the great tribes on the right
bank of the Indus, and prepared a general insurrection
- around Hydrabad.

In June, the thermometer marking 180°, he marched once
more against the Lion, contriving by a subtle stroke of
policy to stay the projected insurrection ; having by his pre-
vious measures cut off the tribes of the right bank from
intercourse with the Ameer.

The 8th of June the Lion, being surrounded, was beaten
in a skirmish, his army dispersed, and he fled alone to the
hill tribes beyond the frontier of Scinde ; but his conqueror,
struck by the sun on the day of the skirmish, was with diffi-
culty saved from dissolution. Nevertheless, after a few days’
rest he, though for months hovering between life and death,
continued to direct all the affairs civil and military until
September, when the British rule was completely established.

Appointed governor of Scinde, he reorganized and con-
ducted the whole civil, political, and social affairs of the con-
quered people, as well as the military government of his army ;
bis subordinates being young officers selected by himself.
He abolished slavery, upholding the equality of all men
before the law. He put an entire stop to suitees,” and
vigorously suppressed the general practices of infanticide,
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and the murder of women. He changed the military tenures
of the great sirdars, turned their vassals into tenantry, and
exchanged their quotas of warriors with sword and shield,
due to the sovereign power for war, into quotas of labourers
with mattock and spade for public works: he abolished
corvées, caused labourers to be justly paid, and effected all
these great social changes without causing discontent. '

Under the Ameers, oppression had entirely denuded the
country of artizans and handicraftsmen; the Hindoo trader
" was squeezed like a sponge, the Scindian cultivator was
ground to the earth. The Belooch, warrior and robber, alone
thrived, though with no real security against the cruelty and
injustice of the Ameers.

Under Charles Napier all were protected, restrictions on
labour were removed, just remuneration insured, the emigrant
artizans came back and with them crowds of handicrafts-
men from other states. He restored the fainting agricultural
spirit of the Scindees, and achieved the more difficult task of
amalgamating the proud ferocious Belooch warrior with the
cultivator and trader—giving him an interest in peaceable
pursuits.

He preserved all laws and customs of the people con
sistent with humanity and civilization, thus reconciling men
to the inevitable changes attending a conquest; he effec-
tively suppressed all barbarous and inhuman practices, abo-
lishing torture and mutilations, and the power of inflicting
death, assumed by the sirdars as well as the Ameers and
freely exercised by both.

He checked and punished severely the corrupt practices
and oppressions of the native public functionaries, and thus
awakened a spirit of independence with the people.

Despotic was his power, but he immediately established
powerful checks upon the undue exercise of it; checks which
he never violated, though often sorely tried by injudicious
opposition.

He formed a body of police on such an admirable system
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that it has been copied in the Punjaub, in Bombay, and in
Madras—without acknowledgment !

He constructed public works, of gigantic size, extent,
and utility, with & marvellous economy. He opened hun-
dreds of miles of canals, and projected greater works and
greater extent of irrigation, but was stopped by the
supreme government. He raised Kurrachee from a village
to a great city.

He banished scurvy from it, as affecting the garrison, by
establishing a public garden; and by constructing mag-
nificent barracks at Hydrabad and Kurrachee he diminished
sickness amongst the troops in a remarkable manner.

Annual pestilence, affecting Shikarpoor and Sukkur,
was produced by an extensive marsh subject to the over-
flow of the Indus: he constructed a mole of resistance to
that overflow thirty miles in length, and the pestilence
ceased. '

He had the shikargahs or game forests of the Ameers,
of amazing extent, surveyed and placed under a board, with
.an organization which rendered them useful to the people
and capable of returning a great public revenue.

He organized the whole system of taxation and collection,
under officers working at far lower salaries than those paid
by the government of India; and after defraying the whole
expences of civil government he paid a large overplus into
the general treasury. And this was effected notwithstand-
ing the drawbacks of war, pestilence, visitations of locusts,
cholera, and the ravages of robber tribes which laid waste the
frontier, and in one summer destroyed twenty-five villages.
Tt was effected also with entire conciliation and humanity
towards the people, under the great difficulties of discover-
ing and drawing forth the resources of a mewly-conquered
people of three races, having different pursuits, "different
religions, different customs, and speaking many dialects.

He secured commerce and gave it facilities. And Scinde
produces indigo of the finest kind, while cotton and sugar only
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require good processes to render them equal, or superior to
what is grown in America and the West Indies. He prepared
memoirs and digested plans for improving the culture and
after manufacture of all these products. Saltpetre, sulphur
and salt are found in abundance, and by him this was made
known both to merchants, and to the supreme government,
and he importuned, though in vain, the latter to sanction
the appropriation of his surplus funds for their develop

ment.

He kept the Ameer Ali Moorad steadfast to the British
alliance. He drew off from the Talpoor princes’ cause, forty
of whom, having the Lion for their head, were still at large,
all the great chiefs and sirdars, thus rendering their efforts to
raise commotions nugatory.

He conciliated the powerful hill tribe of the Mutrees,
previously mortal foes to the English, and who had defeated
several bodies of troops when Scinde was oceupied under the
guidance of the ‘ politicals.’

He gained the personal friendship of the Rao of Cutch,
of the Nawab of Bhawalpoor; and of the young Khan of
Khelat, supporting him against the Candahar chiefs and his
own seditious sirdars, enemies of the British and always
striving to ally him with the Affghans.

He raised two Belooch battalions, and so disciplined
them that they eagerly marched against the Sikhs on the
breaking out of the Punjaub war.

He rendered himself so formidable to the Affghans and
Mooltanees, and generally so famous throughout Central Asia,
that embassies came to his camp with presents and proposals
from Herat, and from Kiva on the Caspian, for offensive and
defensive alliances ; and the missionary Wolfe, in the narra-
tive of his benevolent journey to Bokara, testifies to the re-
putation of Charles Napier with the Turcoman races.

In 1844 the robber tribes of the Cutchee hills defied his
power, boasting that for 600 years they had been uncon-
quered, though mighty kings had assailed them. Terrible
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were their rocks and desarts; and they were allied with the
Affghans of Candabar and the Khelatees, and looked for aid
from all the cognate tribes of the mountains, from whence,
if they could resist but for a while, they expected two hundred
thousand warriors to pour down on Scinde in rear of their
invader. Eighteen thousand strong they were themselves,
fierce and brave, and subtle, and of great constancy, and the
universal cry was that to attack them was madness: yet he
conquered them and broke the general combination. And
these fierce and famous tribes he settled with their families
in Scinde as peaceful cultivators, weaning them from violence
and plunder, and rendering them docile, and frugal, and in-
dustrious a8 they had before been fierce, wasteful, and vain-
glorious.

He created a fighting camel corps of surprising force and
activity for warfare ; and also a baggage camel corps, of such
excellent organization and military value as to nearly double
the power and activity of a force in the field, thus adding the
only organization wanting for a perfect army.

In 1845, having been previously forced to neglect prepa-
ration, and assured that no Punjaub war would occur, he was
suddenly called to organize, equip and move a large army.
He had to create all the means for this great effort; yet with
wondrous energy and arrangement, in forty days, he assembled
fifteen thousand fighting men with thirty thousand followers,
four hundred miles from' Kurrachee, completely furnished
with provisions, carriage, military bridges, a flotilla and bat-
tering train of sixty pieces with an overflowing engineer’s force:
his troops being meanwhile so excited and inspired that they
tossed their arms in the air and shouted to the charge as they
marched. It was a wonderful exhibition of military talent and
vigour, yet useless, because superior authority was unable to
comprehend its greatness and value! And this army was thus
assembled without neglecting in any manner the militaty

“and political, or civil security of Scinde ; meanwhile with
secret art he insured the certainty of drawing from the Sikhs




66th Year.] EPOCH XVIL PERIOD I—SCINDE. 88

a great part of their subjects. His plan was indeed so large
and comprehensive, and.so well organized in detail, that it is
little to say three weeks would have put him in possession of
Mooltan, peaceably or by force of arms: in six weeks he
would have raised half the population of the lower Punjaub,
and pouring with irresistible fury upon the country of the
five rivers, would at once have subdued it and prevented the
second Sikh war !

Dashed to the ground and extinguished were all his
aspirations, all his great projects, by a call from the governor-
general to assume direction of the main operations in the
north: deeply were his feelings hurt by that great military
error, and much did he suffer in body also, for then was laid
". the foundation of mortal disease. Suddenly, by an interme-
diate and unexpected victory, his exertion to reach the army
was rendered useless and he returned to Scinde, unnoticed!
For he was the general z0 whom all turned in difficulties
and distress, but from whom all turned when honours and
acknowledgments were to be awarded! Disdain, contumely,
and active enmity were his reward! TFifty-three years of
service, six deep wounds, two great victories, the march into
the desart, the subjection of the hill tribes, the conquest of
a fresh kingdom, and five years of successful government,
were all forgotten, while personal malignity of the basest
kind, injustice of the most grievous nature, were coupled
with the direst falsehood to injure his fame, to break his for-
tune, and shorten his life. All has failed ! he is regarded as
one of England’s greatest generals and noblest public ser-
vants now, and will be more so hereafter.

To his career in Scinde, that of Tarik, the Arabian con-
queror of Roderick the Goth, presents a wonderful resem-
blance. In their battles, in their humanity, their justice,
their generosity, their disdain of sordid gain, their fine policy
of conciliation, and their deep, fervent sense of religion, com-
bined.with the utmost toleration, they were alike. And in
their fate also. Ill-treated, maligned, driven from their com-
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mands, half avenged and finally neglected, they both died in
their beds after a thousand dangers, leaving their fame to
history. Tarik, like Charles Napier, fought desperately, and
with a fine skill and knowledge of his art, and, when he con-
quered, governed the .vanquished with all humanity. He
protected Jews and Christians as carefully as he did Maho-
metans, leaving them their own customs, laws, and magis-
trates, but superintending all with most exact and impartial
justice. His rule is thus described in Forster's translation
of Cande’s History of the Arabs in Spain.

“ The people found consolation rather than oppression in
the presence of the conquerors ; the free exercise of their re-
ligion, a careful preservation of their churches from sll in-
jury, the security of their persons, with unimpeded enjoyment
of their goods and possessions for the tribute—a very mode-
rate one—which they paid to their victors.” Change the
name, and Charles Napier's government of Scinde is pre-
sented.
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SEVENTEENTH EPOQCH.
SECOND PERIOD.

In October Scinde was abandoned by the conqueror, but
before embarcation, the entire subjection of the robber tribes
was thus completed. The wandering indomitable Bhoogtees,
after a partial encounter with the Scinde police in which
they were beaten, fell on the Murrees, and were defeated
with a loss of four hundred men. Thus striving for bread,
the famishing warriors once more descended from their rocks
on the Scindian plains; but the arrangements of the general,
neglected before, were this time executed with prompt intre-
pidity. Lieutenant Merewether issued at once from Shapoor
with a hundred and twenty Scinde horsemen and some auxi-
liary Kaharees, and soon came upon the Bhoogtees. Seven
hundred in number and strong in courage, they clashed
sword against shield, and invited the charge, shouting and
howling in a singular manner, being indeed like wild beasts,
hungered and terrible.

With a vehement shock Merewether and his horsemen went
through them, but they closed again, shoulder to shoulder,
and slowly retiring under a severe carbine fire, crossed a
rivulet and made for their rocks. Again they were brought
to bay, and when falling fast under fire were offered quarter ;
but without shrinking they fought, until only one hundred
and twenty remained, who threw down their arms. Islam
Bhoogtee and Ahmed Khan, the two principal chiefs, were
not there, but eighteen minor chiefs died under shield, and
the tribe of Bhoogtees, those fierce spoliators, those gallant
swordsmen, heroic in sentiment and constancy, was utterly
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destroyed, and the Scindian frontier remained in peace:
the robber was put down, and Charles Napier left all in
security.

During his voyage home his Jjournal was neglected, but
being resumed in January 1848 gives the following retro-
spect.

“ We embarked on the 1st of October in the Moozuffer
steam frigate, commanded by that noble fellow Captain
Ethersey, whose kindness and attention to us exceeded all
description : he is also a first-rate sailor. We landed at
Aden, as I had orders from the governor-general to make a
report on the works, but at the first battery some quick-
lime got into my eye and drove me half mad with pain for
two days: and now, more than two months after, the eye has
not recovered its natural strength. I could make no report,
but on the third day looked at the plain, and at once saw:
that Hardinge is wrong to fortify the isthmus at the vast
expence being incurred there.

“ His plan is to fortify the isthmus and all the space
behind it, to hold troops; he would also fortify the line of
heights, and the works to face the bason where the town is.
He thinks the small space between the works across the
isthmus, and these heights, can be maintained by a small
garrison ; but there is no water there, it is only to he
found in the wells behind the heights to be fortified, and
he proposes to have it carried to the troops by aqueducts.
Now the ridges, which enclose both the bason behind and:
the town, are inaccessible save by one or two goat paths; if
they are scarped the bason becomes an impregnable fortress,
containing the town and the only water to be had in the
whole peninsula. Wherefore I say, occupy this bason and
not the isthmus; for if an enemy lands at the town, which
he can easily do, he will occupy the bason and cut off the
water from the troops beyond it.

“ By Lord Hardinge's plans the landing-places would not
be defended : by mine they would. He appears to fear the
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townspeople : then turn out all suspicious people and fill it
with friends. The lines across the isthmus will cost a mil-
lion and be useless; a common stone wall with loop-holes
would keep out the Arabs there. The French would land
within the bason, or rather the Russians; for I have no
doubt that if a decent Emperor of Russia gets up, he will
first seize Constantinople, then Alexandria, and form a dock
at Suez or Cosseir, or some other suitable place. Not that
I see danger from Russia if we know our work, but we
never do. Why, we could attack Moscow more easily than
Russia could attack Calcutta! We do not know our own
strength in the East.

“ Were I Emperor of the East, and thirty years of age,
I would have Constantinople on one side, and Pekin on the
other before twenty years, and all between should be grand,
free and happy. The Emperor of Russia should be done :
freedom and the press should burn along his frontier like
touch-paper, until half his subjects were mine in heart ; and
then I would smite him under the fifth rib, and the Baltic
should be my north-west province. Odin went from India
to Scandinavia; so would I, and crack the ice under his
throne at St. Petersburgh. What stuff is all this! Here
am I, sixty-six years old .and in bodily pain, fit for nothing
but the grave, contemplating conquest and wise government!
Vanity! vanity! Begone.

‘ People write to me that I should be made Dictator of
Ireland : that would be worth living for. In one year it
should be the quietest country of Europe, and one of the
happiest in two : but sectarians in politics would crucify me
for saving their lives and properties; for such is bigotry,
and such the result of mixing Church and State together
against the divine command! Were I dictator, the whole
of the bishops and deacons, as by law established,” should
go to New Zealand, there to eat or be eaten by the cannibals.
The poor tenant should be secured, Kennedy's system of
agriculture enforced, and all uncultivated land taxed; noisy
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editors of newspapers should hang, and their property be
divided amongst their relations, who should also have
places to make them bless my justice in execution. I
would bestow grape on the first mob, and hang the
leaders, especially if they were Catholic priests; and I
would make the country keep the families of the slain in
great luxury. These and a few more steps of the kind
would make Paddy as tame as a house cat. All poor-law
commissioners should work on the roads, and all clearers of
land be hanged without benefit of clergy !

“ The world seems changed and great events seem coming
on: the East under our rule is again growing great, and
barbarism daily falls: many, I amongst the rest, have dealt
it hard blows. But I did more: I took part with the poor,
and strove to raise them up from the depths into which bar-
barism had sunk them. No one but myself has done this
to my knowledge. Hardinge has not ; he has left the Pun-
jaub under the outrageous villains who tormented the poor
before. Lord Cornwallis, and indeed all the others, paid
attention to the barbarian princes, whereas I went at once to
the door of the ryot, and so far succeeded as to leave Scinde
contented : if any one was in want, it arose from what was
beyond my control, and they are so few that I have a right
to say the people are well off.

¢ Idleness is one of the retarding sins of Scinde. None
would work for us before eight o’clock : the finest mornings
in the world are passed in idleness. Qur engineers offered
extra pay for coming at daybreak, but none would do so.
This was inconvenient, because our English overseers could
look after men from four until eight o’clock, and could not
overlook in the heat. Master Scindee knew this, and so
managed as not to do half a day’s work for his pay. One
Englishman would do as much work as ten Scindees. Their
slowness and apathy made all building very dilatory, and
very expensive: all that I was able to accomplish in five
years might have been done in six months !
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““ Well, the Indian is now rising in the scale, and Chris-
tianity is on the spread everywhere, for the Christian is the
master. We have got footing in China; we are paramount
in India; Persia is pressed on all sides, and Mahomet reels
about :—Jerusalem beats Mecca. The Christian faith is
one of reason, the others are humbug ; reason must in the
long run beat humbug, and the race has begun. The Bom-
bay army laughs at high caste already; the Bengal and
Madras men will soon do so; and then Vishnu's race will be
run. Mahomet already drinks brandy, and his women are
getting out of the harem as fast as they can. Everywhere
the cross prevails: we are letting Jews into power, and,
being no longer persecuted, they will in time turn Chris-
tians. A thousand years may pass before these things are
completed. Aye! ten thousand! but the universality of
the. Christian religion progresses plainly, if men will only
look at great facts. Protestants and Catholics, and Greeks,
by their nonsense delay the progress of their creed, but
Jesus Christ is too strong for all their folly; his words, his
deeds, his, life, are known, and will overthrow all their ab-
-surdities in time. Priests of all religions are at a discount,
while religion is spreading and growing strong: this alone
tells us, that monopoly in the trade is going down. Men
are now setting up for themselves ; that is to say religion
grows universal. '

“ When men become their own priests, and have death be-
fore their eyes, they will take the right road without prompt-
ings. When men allow priests to think for them they pursue
their own interests, leaving their souls to the priests. Men
now daily find they must think for themselves, and are be-
coming really religious, and casting dogmas to old women
of both sexes: in time they will ac¢ rightly in the eyes of
God, and then Christ will rule the world. What result will
follow this utter defeat of the Evil Spirit the God in heaven
only knows. The work will be Christ’s work, and He will
perbaps come to rule us with eternal life and happiness for
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those who have adhered to the Good Spirit—the God, who
will then direct all things at his will.

““As to politics we are going to the bad: parliament is
influenced by petty interegts. In the days of Fox and Pitt,
whether right or wrong, there were commanding minds and
determined wills ; great and distinct principles were promul-
gated, and the very names of Pittites, Foxites, marked the
grandeur of the men. Now we wince under the lash of
every editor of a newspaper. We are no longer like a fine
picture, presenting two great masses of light and shade, all
is broken and trivial. Every petty mercantile interest is
advocated, while that of the state in mass is lost sight of in
the conflict for these minor concerns: — the timber line;
the railroad line ; the devil's line! We are all for modera-
tion too! A little blessed, a little damned, like souls in pur-
gatory: but only souls and balloons go upwards; so, if we
make a slip in this purgatorial moderation down we go to
the devil in politics. .

“ H. Napier, Nov. 18th. Malta.—We are stopped here.
The day we were to leave was bad, and moreover the French
ofticer who commanded the steamer was celebrated for being
‘unbearable’ to his own countrymen, and ‘worse’ to the
English. So our voyage was put off for pleasanter weather
and a better captain. The good fellows here gave me a
dinner on getting out of quarantine. People make sad com-
plaints of the island being neglected by government; not
men enough to defend it, and not half the guns mounted.
Admiral Sir Lucius Curtis told me that a couple of steamers
can come in, destroy the arsenal and be off, any night they
like, and cannot be prevented! They are all angry here
also at a civil government being appointed : the red coats
are I mean,

“ H. Napier, Dec. 10th. Nice.—We have finished our
long voyage, as full of anxieties as of miles. My intent
was to go to England straight and alone, but I am unable
from my old Lahore enemy ; never has it long left me, and
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has now returned with more violence than ever. I am now
at rest, body and mind, and perhaps that, with a sensible
doctor, will set me up again. Yet an old post-horse will get
stiff when he cools from work; and very hard work mine
has been, as I now feel. As to my enemies, truth will out
in time, and their vituperation is to be laughed at. I am
sorry those Bhoogtees have preferred being cut to pieces to
accepting my offer of land in Scinde, and pay until the land
was productive. Poor people! but better they should die
than lay waste the land.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier.—Your information was quite cor-
rect; there were plenty of intrigues going on against me, both
by Queen’s and Company’s officers, but only by the vile
ones. I could not defend myself, my public work took up
all my time and thoughts ; but I know most of them very
well. Perhaps you are right about the elephant battery;
but though its value may be doubtful in battle, it is a great
power to move heavy artillery where you like, with the
rapidity of small guns, especially in defensive war; or,
where, as in India, forts meet you at every turn in offensive
war. I am very ill. o

“ Dec. 15th.—When I wrote to you a few days ago I
thought my worldly affairs were being settled :—excruciat-
ing pain, passage of blood, and the cold piercing my marrow
made me feel well across Styx; and now I see no reason
why Charon should put back and let me out! yet he has,
and I lose no time in telling you so. My last letter said
enough to alarm you, like an ass as I am ; but I was more
ill than ever I felt before, sinking, dying.

“I now begin to see a little of Europin politics, as my ser-
vant Antonio calls everything: his whole object in coming
with me was to ‘ Dress Europin.’ Well, these Europin
politics seem to be in a nice state for a blow-up. The
Orkneys will be the safest place to buy an estate, if I get my
prize money. The gentlemen here have done me great
honour, but I am afraid of these stings after the overdose
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given to Smith; the public don’t like that sort of thing:—
nor I neither to tell you the truth.

“ Merewether's fight was a brave action, but I am going
to publish a letter, to shew that I left no stone unturned to
induce the Bhoogtees to submit, like the other tribes; and
that their destruction, bloody as it has been, was that of
men resolved to live as robbers and die in their trade.

“ H. Napier, Dec. 28rd.—The ways of an idle life here
will not agree with me, so I shall not stay long. I left
Scinde for the sake of my family, and but for them would at
once return to India, where alone I can hope for good
health, warmth and good command : however, being here,
home and a garden is my object, so as to have a pursuit.
My dislike of halting here will make me ill again, yet my
constitution is not hurt. Were I back in Scinde you should
see : but I could not stay there, and so all is right, and I
shall by degrees shake iuto place. Still, every hour here,
or anywhere, until settled in England and at some work, is a
nail in my coffin.

“ Journal, Jan. 16th. Nice..—George and I are going to
dine together this day, just thirty-nine years after he turned
every dead body on the battle-field of Coruiia, looking for
mine! We are now both well in body and mind, with our
wives and grandchildren! This is a life of romance !

“M. Genl. W, Napier, Jan. 22.—Brown writes to me
the following copy of Outram’s official record of his dear
friend and venerable patriarch old Roostum, on -his first
formal visit, when Outram became political agent, long
before my arrival in Scinde : it took place in open durbar.

“ On the Ameer’s return visit, he appeared to be almost
insensible from the effects of opium, and could scarcely arti-
culate a word ; at last, on taking leave, being reminded by.
Futteh Mohamed Ghoree, his highness placed Nusseer Khan's
hand in mine, muttered something which was unintelligible,
but evidently meaning &c. &e.”

The reader will remember that it was this stupefied do-
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tard’s stories that Outram put forward as charges against
Sir C. Napier, and which the directors adopted for masking
their personal hostility to Lord Ellenborough. And on these
stories also the Queen’s ministers withheld all acknowledg-
ment of the victories gained; not that they believed the
tales, but to pay court to the directors at the expence of a
man who had saved India. .
¢ Journal, Feb. 4.—The illness of my excellent child
Emily makes me very miserable. Great God grant that she
may be spared ; being so good, so cheerful, so clever, so all
a daughter and a mother ought to be at her young age,
to lose her would break my heart. Her own imprudence
has produced this misery, but who is prudent at twenty?
This world is full of suffering, but that will not make my
loss the less!  Well, God is full of goodness also towards
me. Last year I was in another hemisphere, my wife at the
point of death, my children sickly, my own health failing
under anxieties, and a journey over half the globe before
me, with all its dangers to a large party of women and chil-
dren. Yet here we are now, all well but one, and her illness
perhaps not so serious as it seems to me: we must look at
the bright side as well as the dark.

““ Feb. 18.—A letter from Lord Fitzroy. The duke has
given my nephew William, and Montagu McMurdo, majo-
rities: this is delightful. Brown is to have one also; and
my three best helps in Scinde are thus rewarded. The duke
has ever stood my firm friend. I have now nothing to wish
for, and wish for nothing. Montagu's services in Scinde
were very great. He is a thorough soldier, with great mili-
tary capacity, which I have trained to the right track: so
have I done with William. Now comes sharp memory about
my poor John ! but fate will have its way. Death comes to
all, and then all is vanity. I see it now, I have ever seen
it. Ambition never was my stimulus. I am energetic in
pursuit of my objects, but never laid down an ambitious
plan in my life : whatever my thoughts or actions, they




94 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1848.

have been the result of circumstances not plans; butin exe-
cution my whole force of thought has been given to obtain
success. The force of circumstances has placed me in all
the situations of my life: yet when so placed I have never
acted on impulse. Accident placed me in Cephalonia; it
was the same in Scinde ; the same as to the government of
the Australian colony; and the Northern District : I never
sought any of them. They came, and then all my thoughts,
all my energies of body and mind were exerted, and all
seemed to me unequal to do what could have been done.

“ H. Napier, Feb. 29th.—About your History of Flo-
rence. It is highly spoken of. I was told it was a history
of her very stones : this alone makes it valuable for reference.
Of course it must embrace a large portion of Italian history;
but it is called the History of Florence, and must be either
read, or described, before people know that it contains more
than it professes. The mass of readers will not read volu-
minous works on any subject ; the spread of what is called
Education effectually prevents reading: young men have
too much forced upon them not to be thoroughly disgusted
with reading. I have not seen a review of your work, but it
has been highly spoken of in the papers.

““ Here we are all in hopes that there may not be civil war
in France. She is an unhappy country. I cannot go home
now and leave my women, not being a French prince! but I
pray that our rulers may have the good sense to let their
neighbours alone, to settle their own affairs. Look at 15,000
paupers on the poor-rates of Marylebone parish only !

“ March 18th.—Your History of Florence is being trans-
lated into Italian, and is considered in Italy a standard work
for the Italians : a gentleman, fellow traveller with Montagu,
told him this without the least knowing of his connection.
I am glad there is no good review: reviews hurt books of
real knowledge. Oh! I know the pith of it, says your
review reader.

*“ 80th March.—I want nothing -public; but if in these
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troublesome times my services are wanted I am ready and
willing : to ask is not for me. If the Ionian Islands were
offered it would be agreeable, because good could be done
there: that is if it were possible to remain under that ass
of constitution-mongering celebrity, Lord Grey, who thinks
abilities are acquired ex officio. My government would no}
however -be pleasing at home, for I would reduce expences,
and that no English government can endure: Whig and
Tory alike abhor economy. Our parliament is enough to
destroy the greatest empire the world ever saw; yet the
press will keep us all right yet, and I think we shall bear
the storm of revolution for the present : but we must not go
to war for other people.”

A curious coincidence of opinion between Charles Napier
and the Duke of Wellington is to be remarked here. After
defending the lines of Torres Vedras, the duke thus ex-
pressed himself in an unpublished letter. * After you will
have sat one or two sessions in parliament, and will have
obtained a knowledge of the mode in which questions are
discussed, time is spent, and business done there, you will
probably be astonished, as [ have been, how England came
by her greatness.”

“ April 2nd.—I agree with you that the proof of the
pudding is in the eating, but see no analogy between a
pudding and the sale of a history. The proof of a history
is its truth and style: were I to publish my romance with
my name, it would beat your history in sale to nothing,
without having the value of a single page of the latter,
being in short worthless, as all novels are beyond a mo-
mentary amusement: circumstances, not merit affect the
sale of every book, which is no criterion of merit.

““If all goes on quietly in France we shall soon set off ;
if not we must wait till the middle of May and go by Turin.
We could not risk Mont Cenis with Indian children sooner,
the little things might get nipped. Little Kate is quite
beautiful ; it won't last very likely, but at present she is a
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wonderful little beauty. Cissy is I hear quite well at Pisa ;
that little animal has got hold of me like a typhus fever,
and will never leave me alive! That things will settle
down quietly in France is to be doubted. Lamartine seems
a fine fellow, but it demands a Napoleon to govern just now.
It is the fault of England ; had we left him alone France
would now have been tranquil, rich and happy, and Louis
Philippe would have been what nature fitted him for:—a
pedlar.

“ Journal, April 16th.—The anniversaries of Meeanee and
Dubba have passed without one man who was there being
with me here. They are not events however that now have
much interest with me ; indeed I forgot Meeanee altogether
until it was brought to. my mind by Count Pierlas, asking
me to tell him something about the ground for his pic-
ture of me ”—engraved in 8rd volume.—* God knows I
hold glory cheap enough! I would rather have finished
the roads of Cephalonia than have fought Austerlitz or
Waterloo. The mole at Kurrachee is more to me than all
the wars I made in Scinde, except the hill war, for that
put down robbery ; yet the battles put down tyranny; my
meaning is war as for glory. I would a thousand times
rather have gone to Australia than have won all the battles
of the world. Were it not for the long voyage I would try
to go there now! But the wife and children! A public
servant has no right to either wife or child : he has not fair
play with a family. The Catholic priests are quite right,
and a soldier should have nothing to think of but his work :
the more he loves his wife and children the worse he serves
his country and his fame.

“M. Genl. W. Napier. Paris, May.—Tt is as easy for me
to go by Havre as by Boulogne, but I dislike being made a
gaby as Harry Smith was, begging his pardon for saying so,
a8 I like him much, and think him a right good soldier.
Yet if you, McMurdo, and Kennedy, all think my meeting
such a kind reception from Lord Frederick FitzClarence as
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he seems disposed to give me, will be one good answer to
my enemies I am ready to get over my repugnance to dis-
play. I sat half an hour with Soult yesterday, who twice
desired me to say how much he regarded you. He paid me
the highest compliments, as he had studied all my opera-
tions in Cna! and entirely approved of them. This wak
flatteringd Depend upon it that when a French soul is
damned, it puts on a great coat and compliments the devil
_on his fine climate—though uz peu froid.

““ Journal, 8th May.—Entered Orleans this day, the anni-
versary of that on which the ever glorious Jean d’Arc raised
the siege in 1429! It was celebrated by a feast annually
held in her honour, but to the infamy of the English govern-
ment of that day. The conduct of Bedford was worse than
than that of George the Fourth towards Napoleon. Yet my
belief is, that but for the Duke of Wellington Napoleon
would have been assassinated in a more direct way than
he was. Wonderful are our destinies in this world, and I
shall soon have the key to all these wonders! The grave
will unlock all! I am not however curious or impatient,
it being just the sort of knowledge which I would avoid
acquiring so long as destiny pleases. She seems inclined
however to let me into the secret soon, for I am again ill
with my old enemy. Perhaps there is no better way of
.dying, except apoplexy : that is the prince of deaths! No
pain, no preparation, no trouble to friends. You go ‘like
shot out of a shovel” 1 know it! God defend me from
the suffocating feel in my nose, produced by my horrid
wound at Busaco: rather would I be broke upon the
wheel.

“ Portsmouth, 15th May.—This town gave me an honor -
able reception : more than I have a right to I think ; however
I made my ‘ neat and appropriate.” ”

A curious proof of hostility attended this reception.
Lord Frederick Fitzclarence, at the head of all the officers
of the regular garrison, and all the officers of marines, at-
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tended him in full uniform to the town-hall, where a large
assembly, headed by the mayor and corporation, presented
an address amidst loud acclamations: but the watchful ac-
tivity and power of his enemies were immediately made
manifest. The tools of the government and the directors
had strenuously sought to exalt the fame and popularity of
that really gallant soldier, Sir Harry Smith ; not from any
generous feeling, but to dim the reputation of Sir Charles
Napier. Public demonstrations were encouraged, and in
society it was diligently circulated that the victor of Aliwal
was the only Indian general of real merit: in that view
to ignore Sir C. Napier as a man of mark became an
object. The Times newspaper suppressed all notige of his
reception at Portsmouth; and so pertinaciously, that when
the mayor, anxious that the feelings of his townsmen should
be known, sent an exact statement it was refused : he offered
to pay for it as an advertisement, but it was still refused! a
fact speaking loudly as to the influence used.
 Journal, May 25th, London.—I meet all sorts of kind
receptions here ; but as to being honoured it does not move
a feeling. I suppose it ought, but it does not, except as
being wormwood to Leadenhead Street, which is a comfort,
Now ends my public earecer and my journal. What I may
henceforth do, or say, will be of no moment to anybody
but myself. I am ready ‘to lay me down and die’”
The wretched underworking of his enemies continued,
the ignoring of his reception at Portsmouth was followed
up with pitiable impotence. The Senior United Service
Club gave him a public banquet, at which Lord Ellen-
. borough, speaking of his great abilities for government,
said, “ that if entire suecess was the criterion of ability he
surpassed. all men who had ever held rule in India.” Not
the slightest notice of this. banquet was taken by the news-
papers. He was again invited by the Junior United Service
Club, and a speech by the writer of this biography, which
gave a history of his ill-treatment by the directors, was en-
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tirely suppressed, although warmly cheered, and most so by
some Indian officers present. Lord Londonderry also gave
him a banquet of honour, where the Prince of Prussia
was present. There Sir Robert Peel addressed glowing
eulogies to the Indian general whom he had forgotten at
the. King's College Hospital dinner, and amongst other
flattering things said that, he had “not been sufficiently
honoured and rewarded.” It might have been asked,
“Who was the minister when those honours were with-
keld ?” But at Lord Londonderry’s dinner the politician
was forgot, the man’s real personal feelings broke out, and
they were generous: he expressed them again still more
warmly after dinner, in & personal conversation. His
speech was too marked to be passed over, but, in the lead-
ing newspapers it was misrepresented as being addressed to
Lord Hardinge! All these pitiful artifices however failed.
From Cheltenham, from Rugby, from Dublin, from Limerick,
and other places, he soon received public invitations, and
the true feeling of the nation, muttering at first, augmented
daily, and finally broke into a tempest before which directors
and ministers were compelled to succumb, though they strove
hard, first to repel, and then to evade the storm.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, May.—I am more flattered by Bol-
“well's letter than by dinners from all the clubs in London.
Tell him that having had high pay my object was to prove
worthy of my hire by success: and therefore, if honest
honourable men think I have succeeded all the reward I
deserve is mine.” ’

James Bolwell was a radical, and shoemaker at Bath, and
a man of considerable ability, as Lord John Russell found to
his cost on the hustings of Stroud. He had great influence
with the chartists in the troubled times of Charles Napier's
northern command, and always used it with an earnest
purpose to prevent violence; for though his zeal in the
cause was vehement and constant, he never forgot that
freedom was not to be obtained by dishonest means : poverty
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and suffering never quelled either his spirit in the cause,
or his sense of probity and justice in supporting that
cause. '

“T left my card with Lord John Russell : the messenger
wanted me to go up, yet I did not, saying, my.call was
merely to leave my direction in case he wished to see me,
but I had nothing to say to his lordship. Indian officers
are calling on me as fast ‘as they can find me out: this
is good in more ways than one. I am asked to meet
H.R.H. the Prince of Prussia at Lord Londonderry's. Has
he done anything as a prince to prevent my going ?

““The same, June 11th.—A pretty report from India!
T cannot believe that my friend Colin Campbell can have
been surprized and destroyed when at the head of 10,000
men and six batteries: if so, the politicals have done him.
Supposing the report true, fearful events will follow, and
Gough will have to collect his 50,000 men, cantoned at
various distances around Lahore, but all far away and not
unlikely to be cut off in detail: can he collect them ?
My wife heard a gentleman say ¢ If true it will only be the
loss of Lahore!" So much for men’s notions of India.
The mischief would be endless; and Hardinge has recently
reduced the army by seventy thousand men: his policy
towards the Punjaub will I fear fail in the end. They go
on, I hear, badly in Scinde ; the civil and military autho-
rities not working together of course. My poor friend
Peate of the engineers is dead, which grieves me sadly.
They have stopped the further construction of the mole,
and also the barracks; and it is said the two camel corps
are to be disbanded !

“1I have not sent in my name now as ready to serve; but
last December I told Lord Fitzroy of my readiness to
do so, and my fear is being called upon to do so, and
especially in the northern districts ; but having said I was
able must stick to it. I won’t complain of ill-usage, not
thinking myself ill-used, except by Lord Ripon and the -
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directors, with which the public has nothing to do. I think
Hardinge, Gough, and Keane, were all too well treated :
I don’t like these rewards for services when the people are
starving. My health is weak for the northern distriot, but
if good is to be done the rough must be taken as well as
the smooth. However, one of my reasons for disliking such
an employment is the being unlikely to suit the government.
I see that violence and ¢ putting down’ is the cry. There is
but one way of putting down starving men who take arms,
viz. killing them ; and one way of hindering them from
taking up arms, viz. feeding them. The first seems to
engross the minds of all who wear broad cloth, and gorge
on turbot; but there seems no great measure in view for
removing suffering : private charity, though in plenty, won't
suffice for a starving nation. Yet God knows what will
happen, for we see great events often turn out the reverse
of what human calculations lead us to expect.

“The same, June.—The club give me a feed the 13th.
The duke is to be asked, but if I know his temper he won't
go. Hardinge was his particular friend, and a governor-
general ; I am too small & fish for his net :—We shall see.”—
He did not go.—*“I am not inclined to let the directors
escape without a fling at them ; but think that at a dinner,
to attack any one can hardly be done with propriety, lest
.my hosts should have friends amongst the attacked. I
have a pamphlet of General De la Motte about the Bombay
government and Outram, which will be useful : he dedicates
it to Hardinge, and complains that he ill-used him.,

*“ Miss Napier, June 14th.—At the Senior U. S. Club
dinner there was much speaking, and I was much honoured.
The chief speakers were Lords Strafford, Ellenborough, and
Hardinge. They praised me a great deal too much for my
deserts; but my head won't be turned, knowing my own
small measure too well to let the cheese drop out of my
mouth. A just estimate of one’s own deficiencies is the -
best morsel one can eat! If I believed the fine things said
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of me I should eagerly seek public employment again,
whereas my wish is to live out of the world's eye, lest
“it should discover that I am not the man these speakers
describe me to be. YetI am grateful to the speakers for
their partial feelings towards me.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, June.—I could not become a
doctor of laws, because no decided offer was made to me:
it was only made known to me by a message from William
Bathurst; and it is altogether such nonsense it does not
suit my taste. Peel is a queer fellow! At Lord London-
derry's he made such a speech, praising me, as you never
heard, on returning thanks for his own health being drunk.
He paid Hardinge a passing compliment, but then looking
at me, and being just opposite, his whole discourse was ad-
dressed to me in the most complimentary manner. There
was-no cause why he should mention my name at alll
Londonderry and Hardinge had done so in the handsomest
way; the first in giving my health, the last in returning
thanks for his own health being drunk. It was when this
was finished our host gave Peel’s health, and then after a fow
words to Lord L. Peel turned to me, and made certainly &
beautiful speech, but so strong that I was.obliged to bow
to him in acknowledgment. Now, is not this odd if he
spoke as you told me he did at some dinner, praising all the
other Indian generals but omitting me? The Morning Post
is the only paper I have seen, and it leaves out what he said
of me, making a mixed praise with that of Hardinge: it was
not so : you can conceive nothing more distinct and compli-
mentary to me. He afterwards said to me in the drawing-
room ‘ Were I to begin life again, and be a soldier I
would enlist under you in preference to any other
general.’

“The same, June.— General De la Motte has just put into
my hands the following statement of facts. The people of
- the Southern Mahratta country rose in rebellion against
their rajah, our ally. Samanghur was besieged by us,
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De la Motte commanded ; the poor people appealed through
the political, saying in substance, ‘ We are cruelly used ;
we will send five men to plead for us, and we will surrender
if you will but do justice.” Letter of the Bombay gover-
nor in answer. ‘ We had no idea of your being ill-used.
We will hear all you have to say.” This answer was sent to
the political Reeves, by ‘the hands of Outram, who was dis-
patched with it from Bombay to Reeves, with orders to the
Tatter to send Outram on with the letter to De la Motte, and
an order to that general to ‘cease military operations and
hear the poor people. '
““Outram arrived at De la Motte’s quarters, found all pre-

pered Yor storming the next morning, concealed the letter,
let the storm take place, and the poor people resisting to
the last, were bayonetted to a man! After the slaughter
Outram gave the letter! Why did not you Colonel Outram
give me this last night ? ‘T thought it would have a bad -
effect!’ The general tells me the directors were angry for
a wonder, and wrote.a furious letter to the Bombay govern-
ment; it was submitted to Hobhouse, he refused to let it be
forwarded, and forced them to let Outram off! De la Motte
shewed me copies of the official letters!”

_ Now commenced the fulfilment of his many predictions
about the Punjaub. Two politicals, Anderson and Agnew,
were assassinated by Moolraj of Mooltan. The second
Bikh war was kindled and India trembled. But the history
of that great event belongs not to this biography; its conse-
quences only, as they bore on Sir C. Napier’s life, are to be
noted, and his correspondence will gradually do that.
* “M. Genl."'W. Napier, August.—A letter from moonshee
tells me the plan of Moolraj was to make Anderson and
Agnew prisoners, and when a force went from Lahore to re-
lease them, the country round Lahore was to rise and fall
on the garrison, weakened by that detachment: the towns-
people were also to rise inside. The conspirators, finding
that Sir F. Currie discovered nothing, though they met
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nightly under his nose, then ventured on bribing the Sepoys
and the plot came out! Currie would not believe it, but an
officer forced him to listen to the native non-commissioned
officer who gave the information, and who was furious at
Currie's laughing at him. Moonshee also says, there will
be a rising in the rear when the army moves on Mooltan,
especially if that place holds out: and that the Nawab of
Bhawalpoor enlists men, who desert when they have got their
money to Moolraj of Mooltan. There will be plenty of
tricks played both upon Currie and the general no doubt,
but the soldiers will fight through all, and no mistake : yet
another nail will go into the coffin of our Indian empire.

“ Brighton, August.—Wanting to know if the old fero-
cious spirit of ‘98 was beginning amongst the military in
Ireland, I wrote to Pennefather, and it does not appear ta
be so at all. The papers wonder that a regiment there was
ready for march in an hour; a flying column ought to be
ready in half that time, I remember sending to the Scinde
horse suddenly, when my tent was 800 yards from them, yet
in 20 minutes they were in march ! "

The light division under Craufurd in the Peninsula re-
quired only a quarter of an hour to get under arms with
baggage loaded : seven minutes without baggage!

“ Brougham, whom I met at dinner, told me that Roebuck
told him you complained of his not answering you, but that
you never put a date, he did not know where to answer
you, and so had sent to me. I said that I had forwarded
your letter, and probably, if he had taken the trouble to look
at some of your back letters, he would have seen that you
had dated them. He did not like this, and said loudly ‘No!
I looked particularly and they were not dated’ “—his lordship
was more splenetic than accurate.—* Very well, said I, then
he has no right to complain of not being answered. The
duke said it was a bad practice.

“ The duke enquired after you, and his manner was very
kind to me, both at Miss Coutts's and at Rogers's where I sat
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by him, the party being only of four: after dinner Mrs.
Dyce Sombre came in, and a very agreeable madcap she is,
with the most beautiful voice I ever heard, I could listen to
her singing for ever : she sung at the  Beau’ delightfully.

“ September 8rd.—I have no letters about Mooltan. One
indeed came from Sheik Ali Hussein, who was Moolraj’s
chief minister a year ago, and is now with Herbert Edwardes !
He could tell me everything, but with true barbarian caution
tells me nothing! Two old acquaintances of mine lead the
Bhawalpoor forces :—Futtee Mohamed Ghoree, above all
birds in the air, and Peer Ibrahim. Futtee will play Ed-
wardes some trick if not well watched. Peer Ibrahim is our
friend, so far as may be expedient: he is very clever, and
probably put by the Nawab to watch that old fox, Futtee
Ghoree, who is clever and resolute, and, as you know, hates
us. Whether Moolraj will be murdered by traitors, or fall on
Edwardes, God knows. Edwardes’ people are Mahomedans,
Moolraj has Sikhs and Mahomedans I believe, and if they
quarrel he is in a bad way.

“ Lord Brougham is a queer fellow. He was talking
something about burials at Miss Coutts’s, of being buried
alive, and finished by saying, However I don't know I never ’
was buried. You ought to have been said I, for your lord-
ship was dead once you know. He looked hard at me, and
then said in a low voice, Yes! yes! I was dead. He did
not seem to like the joke, and the less so as the old beau
opened his mouth and gave a deep guttural laugh, while the
others broke out aloud.

* Cortland, who is with Edwardes, is a clever officer ; he
was in the Sikh service and came away just before the
battles. Had I been in Scinde I would have sent the
camel corps to Bhawalpoor, which would have given
Edwardes great support; and I would have ordered
Futtee Ghoree back, to be under the eye of Fitzgerald.
The camel corps would have reached Bhawalpoor in four
days from Roree, and have made Edwardes’ battle more

F3
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decisive : however it was pretty well, if all we hear is true,
and I suppose it is. Edwardes did well in crossing the
doab, getting the money, and then back to join the
Bhawalpoor troops; but he ought not to have fought till
Cortland had joined him : perhaps he could not help it, we
cannot tell his reasons. If he beats Moolraj he will be
safe ; but if Moolraj gets an advantage Edwardes’ position
will be dangerous, with Futtee for a coadjutor. If Moolraj’s
men sare true Edwardes cannot take Mooltan : if they are
false the town will open its gates.

“ Miss Napier, Cheltenham, Sept. 30.—I have taken a
house here for six months. On the 5th October they give
me a public feed. I have been in a whirlpool since I
arrived, visits, changing lodgings, and dinners: how I hate
these effusions of fish and folly! Amongst other things
every old soldier in Cheltenham has come to tell me how
little way his pension goes in these times! Poor old
fellows, it vexes me to see them so hard run for small
comforts, and I am glad I came here, if it were only for the
chats with them of old fights and hardships. They like
this, but complain bitterly that old officers take no notice
of them. When I see these shrivelled old men, with age
ploughed deep in their wizened old faces, like my own, and
remember the deeds they did with the bayonet, I sigh for
ancient days when our bodies were fit for war. I remember
these men powerful and daring for battle, for they are mostly
my own soldiers: alas! alas! that we should grow weak
and old! Well, every dog has his day. After all war is
horrid work, and it is hard to understand why men should
feel pride and pleasure in what ought to excite unmitigated
disgust. Yet we do, and it seems to me that civilians have
less horror of such scenes than soldiers have.

“ They are going to give me a great military dinner,
and many Meeanee and Hydrabad officers are to be there.
When I think of the heaps of dead bodies I rode over on
that day I shudder with horror &t the bloedy work we had :

&
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and yet we shall feel proud of it when we get together,
talking of the battles! I feel ashamed, yet like it—not
the dinner but the talking over the fights. What queer
devils we are! Yet God knows I was very miserable
when the battles ended and I rode over the fields, and saw
such heaps of slain: and then all my own soldiers, stark
and stiff as we laid them in a row for burial next day!
How I run on from having seen the old comrades of the
Peninsula! Pray give my best respects to that blaze .of
beauty Lady John Thynne, and tell her she did me great
honour to dream of me. I fear as I stopped her on the
Queen’s highway she took me at first for a highwayman,
and her dream might not have been so complimentary. I
had been riding Red Rover again, after a year and a half:
the last time as a king at the head of an army, now as a
wretch paying turnpikes; and taken for a footpad by that
beautiful woman !

“ October 2nd.—The Heagy grunts no more.”

This alluded to an exposure he had made, in the public
papers, of a sneaking attempt by Sir James Weir Hogg
working in his vocation as a direotor, to injure him. Inm
that attempt he had been aided by Mr. Baillie with the
spirit of a director, though not then one: for when some
member of the Commons, having a true English heart,
complained that ne honours had been conferred for Sir
C. Napier’'s great victories, Mr. Baillie, on the prompting of
Hogg, answered, that Sir C. Napier had got prize money,
mentioning a sum. Characteristic were the words—Pelf above
honour! The directors when they condemn an Indian for
injustice, always add—provided it does not lower dividends.
The sum named by Mr. Baillie was greater than ever was
designed to be given, and Sir James Hogg was at the very
time, in concert with his brother directors, striving hard to
reduce the real ampunt by one-half!
“ I am working at my pamphlet on the camel bag-
gage corps : it will soon be published. Letters from Kur-
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rachee tell me, that the magnificent garden there is nearly
destroyed : they have driven away an excellent man named
Sach, an old soldier, to put in an Italian, who does nothing
but fraternize with a French comedian and talk politics :
this is very vexatious. '

“ Oct. 11.—A large public dinner. Lord Ellenborough’s
speech excellent ; he told the Indian civilians, many of whom
were present, that he did not like them : the Times would
not insert any of the speeches, though their reporter was
Ppresent.” _

These complimentary dinners naturally excited enquiry
as to the details of the battles, and to one he returned the
following review.

““ Oct. 12.—Meeanee was in my view the best fought
of the battles, because I am not aware of any considerable
error ; because my troops were not so good, nor so numer-
ous as at Dubba, the odds being thirty-five thousand against
less than two thousand at the first; whereas at Dubba they
were only twenty-six thousand against five thousand. At
Meeanee those of my troops who had seen any service
before, had all been defeated by natives, and none of them
knew me : they had served under what General Nott calls
a ‘Horse Guards general’ who, having more men than the
Affghans, had been defeated. This told against me. My
best native regiments, the grenadiers under Clibborn, had
been defeated at Noofusk by the hill men, and both remem-
bered it : they did not fall on the enemy at Meeanee, and yet
were a fourth of my whole army! By stopping the gap in
the wall on my right, I, in fact, won the battle ; for though
the charge of cavalry decided the victory, it could not have
been made if the gap had not first been‘stopped.

“ We cannot judge our own deeds impartially, and I may
be wrong; but my opinion is that for four things I deserved
credit as a commander at Meeanee. 1°. The formation of
my enormous baggage as a fortress, by which it defended
itself and my rear at the same time. 2°. Stopping the gap,
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and thus paralyzing a great force of the enemy in the Shi-
kargah. 8°. Making the cavalry charge as they did.
4°. My formation in square after victory, as a precaution
against a renewed attack by overpowering numbers, which
was in the enemy’s power and with the most terrible effect,
as we were on a plain where his whole force could reach us,
I made these four arrangements under circumstances to try
the nerves, for the danger was tremendous, the noise of
firing great, and the smoke preventing clear views of the
enemy : indeed when I sent orders for the cavalry to charge
my expectation was to be cut down every instant. Penny-
father, Harding, Willie, Teesdale, Jackson, Phayre, were all
down around me, with lots of soldiers. Perbaps I am vain
in giving myself credit for these things, but I know I did
not lose my calmness of mind at that time. I expected to
die but did not think of it to disturb me, I thought only
of how to win, and my only disturbing thought was that
the troops might give way.

“ At the second battle a better movement might have
been made perhaps; this I told William, and he published
my own critique on myself in his history. My troops there
had recently been victorious in a great battle, and they
knew and confided in my leading : not a man would have
flinched. Colonel Stack indeed endangered me there, as
Clibborn had at Meeanee, but all fought well in the second
battle. However my work was hard, because, cut off from
my two bases, I had to collect under very difficult circum-
stances the forces with which the battle was won, which
possibly was done very well for an English general !

“My brother has told the story well and truly. My
opinion is that Shere Mohamed's right flank might have
been turned with advantage: but my excuses are strong.
1°. My second in command, brave as a lion, was not expert,
and I was very ill, hardly able to sit my horse, while my line
of battle was a mile in length, and I had to ride full speed
several times from one flank to the other. Error is error,
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notwithstanding excuses; but one of the latter is that we
could not see the village till we mounted the great bank of
the nullah. Had I known of the village it is probable a
movement to turn it would have been made, but not certain ;
for my army could not manceuvre, and thet made me afraid
to undertake what appeared best, to do what was expedient.

¢ All my means in the campaign were deficient, except the
courage of the troops. Inexperienced as a general myself I
had inexperienced officers, we had suddenly come together,
and the troops, many at least, had been accustomed to defeat
under the politicals. How different when I marched towards
Mooltan! Then I had experience, good officers, good troops
of my own forming and 17,000 of them! We could have
done good work; I would not have turned back before
60,000 Sikhs, had we been allowed to go on: but it was
otherwise decreed ! Had it not been so, I should have left
in Mooltan an English garrison, and none of the present sad
work would have happened.”

This review of his battles leads to a letter written from
Scinde, which was called forth by a foolish story, that Sir C,
Napier had not ordered the charge of cavalry at Meeanee !
There is always some wonderful second in command, or
some yowung officer, who wins every great battle for every
great general; but this story was adopted, with some other
erroneous statements by the engineer, Colonel Wadding-
ton, in a published memoir: hence the following observa-
tions.

“July 1847.—1I have the letters of three of my sts.ﬁ',
each sent separately, with my orders for the cavalry to
charge the ememy's right, viz. Lieut.-Colonel McPherson,
Captain Pelley, and Lieutenant Thompson. Waddington
could know nothing about it: he rode about .behind me,
but he never carried an order, and he could not know what
orders Colonel Pattle gave the cavalry, for he never saw
Pattle in the action. I do not know how he forms his
estimate of numbers, but I gave my brother the most exact



67th Year] EPOCH XVIL PERIOD IL—ENGLAND. 111

statement I could get; the dispatch was beyond the mark ;
the numbers in it were those on paper, which were more
than the reality. The Beloochees were not crowded on the
wall when we were advancing to the attack—they had been
before that moment, but were not then. One man sat astride
on it, while firing at us, which was the only way he could
sit, for it was not above & foot thick at top—I believe his
fire was at me, and that he was a marksman put there as
knowing me. He had only three shots, for seeing him so
intent on us, I told some of the 22nd to shoot him, and
they did so; he fell like a lump of lead on our side. We
had seen matchlocks handed up to him. I swept the whole
wall well with my telescope before we advanced, and while
under their cannonade : there was not then a man but this
one on it. I also saw through the opening obliquely, a
long way, and ascertained that there was no scaffolding to
enable them to fire over, nor any loopholes to fire through
the wall. It was this which made me think the gap in the
wall was broken to let them sally out upon our rear, and the
moment I was satisfied that there were neither loopholes,
nor banquettes, I ordered the advance. Very particular was
my examination, for though Red Rover stands steady
under fire, I got from the beast’s back, and again carefully
swept the wall and examined the breach.

“I did not think of sending Tew in till ‘'we were ad-
vancing, my thought previously being only, as to how the
enemy was to be dealt with when he should rush out.
Many things came like flashes across my mind. I was not
satisfied with my thoughts, the matchlock fire was very
heavy, and there was no time to lose:—suddenly the idea
came into my head to attack them through the wall, as the
best check, and at once & company was sent there. I could
spare no more, and told Tew he must defend the opening to
the last; or rather I sent him that order, for the 22nd had
already got to firing, were in some confusion, and matters
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had put on a dangerous aspect. Tew beat them back, but
found plenty of them, and fell himself about 60 yards within
the gap, and there his men held on : he could not have gone
further, thousands filled the wood, upon whom soon after-
wards we opened a nine-pounder, through the wall lower
down, which told tremendously. This relieved Tew's men,
who would otherwise have been very sorely pressed; yet I
could have aided them with guns had they been beaten back.

“ The battle began at nine o’clock, and we formed on the
opposite side of the Fullaillee at one o’clock, the firing still
going on, for the 22nd nearly shot me: they thought a
native of our army, who was drunk and rode flourishing up
to me, was a Belooch going to cut me down, and theylet fly
a volley at him : he escaped, as well as I and those with me!
There were enemies in sight then, and it was past one
o'clock. What the dispatch says was taken from all our
watches. Waddington is probably right about the extent of
our front, but not as to the Ameers’ front, which was twelve
hundred yards. As to the dead he is decidedly wrong. Two
officers counted four hundred bodies within a semicircle of
50 paces radius, where I was in the battle, near the little
nullah running into the Fullaillee. Now to the left of that
were all those killed by the 12th Regiment, by the grenadiers,
and by the cavalry: a pretty lot! the ground was covered
with dead! Then came the Shikargah, no one can tell
the number there the wood was so dense, but the artil-
lery and Tew’s men killed very many which were not
counted ; finally there were numbers that died of their
wounds in the country around.

“ The cavalry never entered the wood on our left, a horse
could not go five yards for the brushwood. Waddington,
being with me, could only know what passed with the grena-
diers and cavalry by hearsay. I never heard that Tucker
asked Pattle to charge: Tucker was in command of a
squadron only, Major Storey commanded the regiment,

——
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When the cavalry advanced Tucker received six balls from
the village of Kotree, fell, and lay still until taken away : he
behaved very well, but was not more exposed than others; he
was only distinguished by being so much wounded. The
grenadiers went to the right about by Clibborn’s order ; but
there were a thousand stories about them. The 9th Bengal
cavalry led the charge, for Jacob, having gone round the
village, was unable to advance, came back, and followed
the 9th cavalry, which, on entering the river bed wheeled to
its left a little, while the Scinde horse, led by Fitzgerald,
went headlong at the camp.

“P ought to have led them in mass but he did not.
He is brave as a lion, and has all the quaint humour of
Munchausen :—for example, he said to Mrs. McKenzie,
‘Madam, at' the battle of Meeanee I perpetrated such de-
struction that Sir C. Napier rode up and said Colonel P——
deliver your sword! I cannot allow of such slaughter
even of an enemy. I did deliver my sword, but continued
to do as much execution with the scabbard.” At another
time he gravely assured an auditor, that after having made
the 7th cavalry sharpen their swords, he suddenly ordered
them to ‘carry swords, and in an instant the whole place -
run with blood! every trooper had cut off his own right
ear ! so eager were the poor fellows to obey my orders: it
was a sad accident!” Such is old P——, but as I said
before, brave as a lion.

“ I have, since writing the above, examined all our surveys,
and find you are right: there is no mistake as to the front,
it was rather more than 1200 yards. The plan in your
Congquest of Scinde is perfectly correct. The front be-
tween Kotree and the wall was 700 yards, but that was our
front, not that of the Ameers, which far outflanked us. I
have since heard, that the Belooch line, not only occupied
the Shikargah on their own right, but even extended to the
bend of the river, beyond the ground comprised in your
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plan. In truth also, both Jacob and Tew ought to be in-
cluded in our front, though not actually in the line of
battle: Waddington is therefore mistaken on both points.
" “T had advanced before the battle with the 9th cavalry to
a point on my right, and no doubt that movement was well
watched from the wood, and troops prepared there to receive
us: it is hardly possible to doubt this. On reaching the
Shikargah my decision was taken to flank it, not daring to
enter such a defile of thick wood on both sides of the
Fullaillee bed, and then it was that I halted my advanced
guard and filed. my column off to the left. No one can
believe that men so skilful as the Beloochees are in taking
up a position, would have left the wood ' unoccupied and
allow me to march quietly to the bed of the river, to pass
it, and turn their left flank. Had I been mad enough to
attempt that movement I should have found myself between
two deadly matchlock fires from both -banks, and been de-
feated ; for each bank was a parapet, and the cavalry would
have been useless. Had infantry attacked the wood, it was
so dense.that our men must have been broken and fought
singly ; then numbers would bave told, and the fight have
been quickly ended by our men having each a host upon
him with sword and shield. I shall soon have time to
defend the history from all attacks as to incorrectness.
Waddington is quite convinced that all he has written is
correct, but it is not so. I have just accidentally found
Lieut. Thompson's letter: he belongs to the 9th cavalry
and was my orderly officer.

¢ Bimla, May 1844.—Colonel Pattle was mistaken when
he told you that he received no order to charge at Meeanes,
- for you gave the order to me; and I met the colonel about
half way between the cavalry and infantry. He was riding
towards the latter, and asked me how they were getting on.
I made no reply but told him your order: he said, tell
Btorey, and rode on. I told Storey, and saw the 9th cavalry
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advance, and remember Garrett beginning to trot, when
Storey called out, Gently Garrett, gently. On my return I
met McPherson, who asked me if I had given the order,
and I think he rode on to the cavalry: so there can be no
mistake about the colonel having received an order.
‘ ‘H. THOMPSON.

“T can’t ind McPherson’s or Pelley’s letters, but they all
concur: these two were sent to follow up the order carried
by Thompson, lest he should be killed.”—They were after-
wards found, and confirmed Thompson’s.
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH.
THIRD PERIOD.

WHEN it was found that the attempt to ignore Sir Charles
Napier's fame could not suppress the national feeling, the
vulgar insolence of his enemies became so offensively dis-
played in public anonymous letters, and in that most base
and cowardly of all hostilities, private anonymous letters,
that his friends feared his temper might give way, and
became watchful to interfere, as the subjoined letter from
his son-in-law to the author discloses.

“ Oct. R4th.—1 entirely agree with you on the necessity
of preventing anything approaching to a duel between the
general and his assailants. Nothing could be more con-
ducive to the ruin of his cause in the eyes of the world,
and consequently more satisfactory to his enemies. No
matter how justified he might be personally in going out,
his age, his position, and the present state of public opinion
forbids such an alternative, and you may depend upon my
interfering peremptorily and at all risks.”

These fears were premature: he treated the attacks with
contempt, yet without granting absolute impunity to those
who did not shelter themselves by writing anonymously.
When Sir J. Hogg and Mr. Baillie defended, in the Times,
their statement to the House about the prize money, he
gave them a rebuke, the provocation to which may be
judged from the following characteristic notice by a dis-
tinguished member of the House of Lords—* Sir James
Hogg's letter will hardly satisfy the world that he did not
for the purposes of debate, and to create a prejudice against
you, prompt Mr. Baillie to say what was at the time wholly
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untrue ; what never could under any circumstances become
wholly true, and what he and his colleagues intended, if
they could, to render untrue to half the extent of the
statement made.”

“ H. Napier, Oct. 28th.—I yesterday sent my answers to
Hogg and Baillie. You will be amused, as Montagu and I
were, at the account we heard from an ear witness of Lord
Brougham’s bringing Hogg to the bar of the House of
Lords, for some transaction about sugar as we understood.
‘When Hogg appeared, Brougham called aloud, ¢ Sus kor-
ridus.” And then suddenly said, ‘ Mr. Hogg, oh! I beg
your pardon : I addressed you in your chrysalis state.
I forgot you are now a baromet butterfly. Sir Peter
Hogg.' And during his speech, every time he named him
it was Sir Peter, or something else, but never Sir James
Hogg. Now all this passed as good fun in the Lords, but
it appears my saying  tkis Hogg,’ in my letter, is shocking !
Lord Fitzroy advised me to call on the directors, but I
told him I would see them at the devil first. However if
all the world and his wife had advised me to call on them
and not to write my first letter, I would not do the first
and would do the second again : perhaps I shall do it again.
I was treated like a dog by this Hogg, and will bite. What
I said was true, namely that it was a malignant falsehood
in intention and in fact: truth is truth and I will tell it.
I will not bear insult and injury without resentment: and
this on principle, for as to feeling I have none against the
Hogg.”

He was now called to Dublin by an invitation for a great
banquet in the Rotunda, which, however, was not got up
without an intrigue that went nigh to prevent it alto-
gether. Amongst other things it was so contrived, that
the writer of this biography should not be invited, although
especially named by Sir C. Napier as one he desired to have
present. With this explanation the allusions in his letters
will be understood so far as it is necessary. The banquet

NN
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was very splendid, and amongst the speakers, Mr. White-
side was conspicuous from his eloquence, and that pas-
sionate warmth which indicates the sincerity of a great
orator’s feelings. He compared Charles Napier's treatment
to that of the elder Scipio. -

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Oct. 17.—Prince George and
Blakeney have treated me very honorably. The dinner went
off splendidly : it really was magnificent. Blakeney and the
prince were there ; but very few soldiers. The garrison was
huffed, owing to a mistake made by the committee, no-
thing against me: more when we meet. Whiteside gave
his mind about me.

““Miss Napier, Nov. 19.—Would that some of you had
been here to witness the warm reception I have met with ;
if I loved Ireland before, gratitude makes me love her more
now : my father and mother seemed to rise before my eyes
to witness the feelings of Dublin towards me. Would to
God some of you had been here!

“M. Genl. W. Napier. Carton, Nov.—I have found out
how matters went about your not being asked. The com-
mittee did desire Farrell to ask who I pleased. At this
time, or rather immediately after, the T. Y. letter appeared
and the whole of the government Whigs went to work,
tooth and nail, not only to abuse you, but on the strength
of my Hogg letter to prevent the dinner altogether: one of
them on the committee withdrew his name, and he was fol-
lowed by others. Then, from some mistake, Sir E. Blakeney
was not asked, and Prince George sent an excuse because
Blakeney was unasked : the ‘military invitations had been
confided to. the half-pay officers, who blundered about Blake-
ney. John Kennedy was at Limerick when he heard that
Blakeney would not come ; he jumped into the train, went
straight to Blakeney, and asked him why ? ‘Simply Kennedy
because I have received no invitation. No one respects Sir
Charles more than myself, but I cannot go unless invited.’

“The committee knew not why the invitation had ‘not
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gone. John went to the prince, who accepted at once, saying
he had only refused on account of Blakeney. All went
smooth then, but the Whigs out of the committee, the
Castle government Whigs, made a set against the dinner ;
and this state of doubt and intrigue existed up to the day
of my arrival, for Blakeney's acceptance of the invitation
was only settled that .morning. Had the error about him
not occurred all would have gone well from the first; but
that nearly upset the dinner. Evory Kennedy, without
letting the committee know a word of the matter, wrote to
me to stop your going. All this I have made out; it ac-
quits the committee and resolves itself into whether Evory

Kennedy judged well or ill. He wants me now not to stay -

8 moment in Dublin on my return from Newcastle, whither
I am going : he says that Lord Clarendon will be back, and
he fancies will show his Whig feelings against you and me,
and therefore wants me away while popular opinion is high:
I told him that I would positively call on the lord-lieutenant ;
not to do more than leave my name, but that to fail in per-
sonal respect for the Queen’s representative would put a
sharp sword into my enemies’ hands.”

From this proposal, the nature of the hostility to Charles
Napier may be measured. He, a conqueror and pacificator
of nations, covered with wounds, and being enthusiastically
received in the capital of Ireland, was exhorted by the
lord-lieutenant’s physician, for such Dr. Kennedy was, to fly
from that capital, lest the absent lord-lieutenant should re-
turn to do him wrong—should offer him insult! The victor
of Meeanee and Hydrabad, was to snatch at a momentary
popularity, and then disappear from Lord Clarendon’s frown !
He who never fled from fire was to fly from smoke! Fear!
on which side was the fear, whose presence was most dreaded ?
The intrigue to keep the writer of this from the banquet, and
the attempt to stop that banquet answers: but there were
other answers. Dublin was not the only place in Ireland
where honours awaited the conqueror of Scinde. At Lime-

N
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rick especially the Irish feeling broke out, and civilians
strove with military men to display their enthusiasm. It
was with a swelling heart therefore he returned to Chelten-
ham in December, deeply touched by the evidences of Irish
sentiments and Irish feelings towards him, which no Whig
intrigues could repress or adulterate.

His thoughts were now naturally turned upon the siege
of Mooltan, and the rising war in the Punjaub, which he
had so often predicted; and which his keen perception of
public influences told him would lead to the discomfiture of
the directors’ miserable policy. Heartily did he despise
and condemn them, and with good reason ; for to the public
intorest they were as a body false, and to him personally
foul, beyond even the common run of faction. At this time
however their attempts to deprive him of prize money was
signally baffled. Nefarious as it was intricate, their process
has been set forth at length in his posthumous work ; but
here only a succinct notice can be taken: thus it runs.

The directors first tried to appropriate all the prize money,
and deprive both the Queen’s and their own troops of the re-
ward of their valour. This was nothing new in their history.
A letter from Lord Wellesley, recorded in his Lives of the
Lindsays, distinctly states that he was offered one hundred
thousand pounds to connive at the directors defrauding the
troops who stormed Seringapatam. In the Scinde case royal
authority stopped them, and it was designed that Lord Ellen-
borough should be made trustee for its fair distribution : but
by some secret process the directors got themselves substi-
tuted instead of Lord Ellenborough—an arrangement cha-
racterized by a lady, who knew them well, as “ meking the
cruel uncle trustee for the babes in the wood.” Soon they
justified the sarcasm, by an effort to deprive Sir C. Napier
separately of half his share : again they were baffled. The
royal warrant admitted of an appeal to the Lords of the
Treasury; the opinions of Lord Ellenborough, of Lord Har-
dinge, and Wellington were asked for and given strongly in
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favour of the general's claim; the Treasury Lords decided
in that sense, and the direétors had to swallow dishonour
instead of money !

The directors in support of their view had offered irrele-
vant precedents, withheld the true ones, and absolutely, at
first, refused to produce those really relevant. A stringent
order from the Lords compelled them to lay open the ar-
chives, and their despicable chicanery was instantly detected
and laid bare by Mr. John George Phillimore, in a legal me-
moir which obtained justice for Charles Napier. But even
then they contrived to withhold from him a large sum, as
shall be shewn in this work, further on. Little however
did this affair affect his mind ; so little that his letters do not
contain the slightest allusion to the struggle or victory: he
despised alike the money and the men, and fortune had for
him in store another and a nobler triumph over the latter.
Meanwhile, as might be expected, he had many letters from
the East, touching the progress of the war and the state of
affairs ; the subjoined are from a native, whose broken Eng-
lish and foreign idiom do not lessen the historical value
of his communications.

 Oct. 6th.—Greatly honoured by your letter of August
12th, I offer you my prayers for thus remembering your poor
servant. My reason of not writing you before was, that
although I knew the real state of matters in Punjaub and
Mooltan, the papers, specially Bombay and Delhi, most indus-
triously were circulating contrary of what I knew and thought,
so that really, for some time, I was deceived myself; and
Shaik Ally Hussein, and Pier Ibrahim, both were dispising
Moolraj, and ridiculing Punjaub to such a degree, that many
officers really gave up all hope of seeing service. Now the
curtain is removed, and Punjaub is really in a most deplor-
able condition : and General Whish is surrounded at Mool-
tan, and British officers in Punjaub are in a most dangerous
situation.

“T shall give you an outline review of since I wrote last.
VOL. 1V. G
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The Seikhs were playing the same trick as the Ameers un-
successfully played with you: they wanted to draw the
British troops in the hottest season to Mooltan and then to
erush them, which they have partially succeeded. When
Edwardes returned from Lahore to rise some Mussulmons
against the Dewan, Sir F. Currie amused himself by bribing
the people to divulge the conspiracy, and hanged several un-
fortunate individuals, and remeved Ranee the queen to
Benares, and then, just as usual, dispised others and called
them to be fools and left them alone, or did not take such
measures as would insure the future peace, but looked at the
sirdars with suspicion, and the sirdars to him the same.

“ As for Moolraj, when he saw that no British troops
moved from Lahore, or the provinces, he tried another stra-
tagem and begun to play with Edwardes, and retreated after
some partial fights. This encouraged Mr. Edwardes and he
called for the Nawab’s troops: they both chased Moolraj
and shut him up in the fort of Mooltan. Many people were
joining Meolraj from Bhawalpoor and Punjaub, but he, I
positively know, discouraged the Mooselmons and dismissed
them with some promises, but he kept the Seikhs. He had
always 15,000 good stout Seikhs, and was well able to crush
Mr. Edwardes at any moment, but his object was to draw on
some British treops. So he begun to supplicate and pray
for pardon and asked that his life might be spared, and his
friends in Edwardes’ camp gave out that he had undermined
his saraglio and was about to poison himself; and Edwardes,
after those victories and redueing his enemy to such extremity
as poisen, really believed and thought himself Clive, Wel-
lesley, and as some chosed to call him, Picton and Crau-
furd altogether. He did not thought his glory would be
complete, unless he took Moolraj unconditionally and hanged
him where Messrs. Agnew and Anderson were murdered.

‘“ But far from these, not only himself but Sir F. Currie
were duped by the Seikhs and Moolraj ; and when E. thought
that Moolraj only held out for fear for his life, wrote to Sir
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F. and told him that if a single brigade and some guns would
be sent down Moolraj would at once give up unconditionally.
But at the same time everybody knew, and he could not have
concealed that Moolraj was daily casting guns and had
15,000 men ; and he had all the allies with Edwardes favour-
ing him, with the exception of Bhawalpoor Seikhs, and they,
the allies, mustered more than 12,000 good men and 15 guns.

“ Sir F. Currie with a masterly skill which you might
expect from a civilian, sent 7000 men under General
Whish in the hottest season with very little chance of
two-thirds of them getting near Mooltan serviceable, to
provide against 30,000 men and a fort which the engineers
called impugnable. That was all what Moolraj wanted,
and the day General Whish arrived before Mooltan he,
Moolraj, came out to tell Edwardes that he did not want
him to spare his life, and drove him out of his camp, and
very nearly crushing him and his ally Bhawalpoor ; but the
Seikh allies interfered between Moolraj and flying Edwards,
and thus he was saved. As for General Whish, he lost
about thirty, forty Europeans, and his camp encumbered
with sick. He was so far assured by E. and Sir F. C.
of success that at first he was afraid the fort might sur-
render before his arrival, and so hurried on and was very
glad when he reached before Mooltan. Calculating upon
the wealth of Moolraj about two corrores (crores) he lost
no time in appointing Captain Whish and Mr. Wheeler as
Pprize agents, but next day the engineers said the place could
not be taken with his small force.

“ To try an experiment he attacked a small Durrumsolla,
in which he was not successful, and in the fight of 11th,
12th, 18th, he lost more than twenty officers and 800
European soldiers and natives, but this loss is not pro-
perly mentioned. I believe the whole loss is much more
than this, but most likely you will see an official report
which must be correct. Bhawalpoor loses immense num-
ber of men, Futteh Mohamed Ghoree loses his eldest.son,
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and many sirdars of note: the general retreats and en-
trenches himself about eight cos (sixteen miles) from Mool-
tan and there is now waiting reinforcements.

 Moolraj's cavalry, 10,000 or 12,000 Seikhs and Mussul-
mons, are watching and attacking every individual who ven-
ture out of the cantonments. Moolraj now musters about
80,000 good brave and stout Seikhs and Mussulmon sol-
diers, and expects Chutter Sing the new elected commander
in chief in Punjaub, to join him in a few days with about
15,000 or 20,000 men, when he will attack General Whish
and after getting rid of him he will reduce Bhawalpoor,
Ahmedpore and wherever he can find some money of
Bhawalpoor. The real state of things are kept so dark,
the papers are so close, that hardly people can know what
is going on, unless some merchants venture to send some
news to their friends. But what I can guess, General
Whish cannot retreat, his only communication is vid
Bhallpoor, while his entrenchment is near the river and
he gets forage and provisions from the other bank, and
many of his cattle he has lost.

‘¢ As for Punjaub, Sir F. Currie is daily holding councils
and doing nothing ; it is reported that Attock has been gar-
risoned by 1000 country patans, and Goovind Ghur is gar-
risoned by a regiment of cavalry, but Kangra is in the
hands of the Seikhs. Duleeb Sing and three other sirdars
are close prisoners at Lahore. Ko-hi-noor, the big diamond,
is on its way to Calcutta. Goolab Sing is proclaimed Wuzzeer
to the Punjaub and Dhuleep Sing Muharajah, but the former
as regent to the latter while in the hands of the English.
Merchants’ letters from Amritzir, but not said in the news-
papers, say Goolab has collected 70,000 or 80,000 men,
principally those dismissed Seikhs of the old Punjaub army
and he can concentrate them together in one week, and he
means to do that in Dussera (this week). His number of
artillery I do not know but he is casting guns and had
many before. Besides this force there are 80,000 men of
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the line in the service of the Durbar, he has a depdt at
Kashmere and many other places, enlisting, drilling and
arming people. I expect it will be a dreadful war.

“ Moolraj with 60,000 or 70,000 men is to oppose the
Bombay and Scinde army, Goolab Sing and many others are
to deal with Lord Gough and Bengalese. You must have
Europeans, and to tell the truth, the natives are no match
for Seikhs and Affghans. It is now many more times more
difficult to subdue Punjaub than 1846 when Lord Hardinge
had the power to do so, because the object of the Seikhs
then was to destroy their refractory troops, and the sirdars
accepted promises, nay took bribes too; but now they will
not take bribes, and animated with great hatred for the way
they were treated, and the Seikhs will turn out to a man,
unless something extraordinary may happen to prevent,
which I cannot vouch for at present. Sir F. Currie can-
not deal with the cunning diplomacy of Goolab Sing and
the Seikhs, and from the commencement of his career up to
this day, the only praise he had, or deserved, was that in
presenting a sword to the reporter who got him the news
of the conspiracy at Lahore, and he delivered a speech like
. Ferdoosee the celebrated Persian poet.

‘“ What an infinite service the capture of Scinde is now
to the honourable Company. The Affghans have now come
down to near Quettah to the number 4000, they say their
intention is not to assist Moolraj, but they wish to take
Quettah from the Khan of Khelat; but I know it posi-
tively they had merchants and others, and ascertained from
them that their route lies »ié Bolan Pass, Sebree to Sha-
poor, and then to Mittenkote. At Shapoor they will meet
with Jacob’s horse, and in their route they will most probably
meet with some force from Shikarpoor, and for these reasons
they have abandoned going to Moolraj. What they might
do in future is not known but at present there is an obstacle
between Mooltan and them. Had you to please some people
not taken Scinde and left it in the hands of Ameers, what it
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would have been now! Instead of fine river with steamers
and boats, good road full of supplies and safety, they might
have found a large number of Beloochees and forts in Scinde,
backed by Seikhs and Affghans to subdue and take ; and in
.the meantime their ally the Bhawalpoor be smashed to pieces
before a single man could be sent to save him. Now the
Bombay army pours in at Kurrachee from steamers and the
only delay they have to proceed is the commissariat, which
is deficient in everything.”

It will be remarked that it was at this very time, when-
these advantages were most felt, that the directors were
busily striving to deprive the general, to whose valour they
owed them, of his prize money.

“ Government has been very stingy, would not order
camels to be bought. Major Goldney has collected 8000,
but what it is? Four European regiments and six natives
besides artillery and cavalry to assist General Whish ; they
want 20,000 camels. Perhaps they mean plenty of boats;
however I do not think the Bombay will be able to act
before December, perhaps not so soon. General Achmuty
is to command the whele. Colonel Shaw ordered the 9th
and Jacob’s horse to march on Mooltan and received a
severe reprimand for doing so without orders, but the
times demanded it. Expresses are daily pouring in from
General Whish and Sir F. Currie asking for assistance.
Lord Gough is to command all—but when can he muster
50,000 men to take the Punjab ?

‘“ Goolab Sing has an immense treasure, and any sirdar
have more or less wealth. They have offered 15 rupees a
month to every deserter, and if a man some -promotion,
and an officer rank perhaps they have. It is a trying time.
I have reliance in Bombay troops, but for the Bengalese I
cannot say much. The Seikhs are distributing proclama-
tions that the British rules are over in the Punjaub. Goolab
Sing hes been in communication with Dost Mohamed, I
cannot say whether he has received promise of aid. Per-
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haps he has got the assurance that during the struggle with
the English the Affghans will not molest him.

“ The post closes now, and I must tell a few more words
about Punjaub. Mr. Currie is now giving out I hear, that
Goolab is innocent although he has proof of his treachery
in his hands, but apparently wishes not to frighten him.
But he is deceiving himself. Goolab Sing is well known
as a statesman, he is cleverest man ever India produced.
- T dare say the governor-general knew how this man assisted
and advised the rebels at Cabool, and he threw obstacles
in the way of English sending reinforcements to Cabool;
also his cunningness in appropriating the wealth of Rungeet
Sing, and his duplicity in the war at the Sutlege. We
know this longer than Major Smith or Macgregor mentions
history of Punjaub, yet the English made him a maharajah,
and gave him such a power as he will now use to his own
advantage. I am told that the moment he saw a civilian
placed at the head of Punjaub he said, now is the time
to play another Cabool trick. All the news I give you is
not from the public papers, but merchants’ sowcars’ letters
to myself, and I know to be positively true. Shaik Ally
Hussain seldom writes, but is full of flattery, and abuse to
the enemy, therefore can’t be much truth; by this Mr.
Edwards and Sir F. Currie were both deceived.

“ The same, October 28th.—Before news, some references
to my last letter. I said Goolab had 70,000 men in dif-
ferent places. This has not yet appeared in any newspaper,
but I believe it true, my authority was a letter from
Umritzer. And an Affghan merchant who is here now
speaks many stories of Goolab and his family, and it is
interesting. He says he was intimate with some of Goolab’s
family and has heard from them. The Seikhs after the
battle of Sobraon never expected the British te mareh on
Lahore and divide their territory, and Goolab Sing being
inimical to Lall Sing, purposely kept himself back until
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after the battle not to assist them with his advice. After
the partition of the Punjaub and conclusion of the treaty
the Seikhs were stupified and did not know who to blame
for treachery. Some blamed Lall Sing, and others blamed
Goolab Sing, and the grant of Kashmere to the latter was
purposely to create enmity between him and the Sikhbs.
Had he refused to take Kashmere the English would have
given it to some one else to prevent its being in the hands
of the Sikh Durbar. '

“ Immediately after the departure of Lord Hardinge to
India, the Lahore Durbar were intriguing against the
English, and the disbanded troops wanted to divide into
bands and commence plundering. Goolab Sing said it was
too soon, but really he had no confidence in Lall Sing,
and at Kashmeré his treachery was exposed through the
intrigues of Goolab, who said, As soon as we get rid of
Lall Sing the better for the Punjaub. And the whole
disbanded troops were secretly fed and paid by Goolab
under different pretences, through confidential agents, and
is at present doing so.

“ This merchant talks a great deal about Goolab’s views
and ideas of the Company’s rule in India, and treatment
of its people. I mean to take them all in writing, they
are of such nature. It was believed Chuttur Sing would
come to Mooltan, but he has resolved to stay at Hazarah,
where he is daily increasing. Goolab sent two regiments
and some guns against him, and they joined Chuttur Sing.
On being asked by Sir F. Currie he answered that Lord
Hardinge had forced those regiments on him and he always
expected such a thing would happen. Now, freshly two
more regiments deserted from Jumnoo and joined Chuttur
Sing, and Goolab shews this reason—that he gives them
seven rupees and Chuttur offers fifteen monthly. But the
fact is, he sends his old troops, nearly 25,000 in number,
in details to Chuttur, and himself employs those disbanded
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men who were formerly in his secret pay, and preparations
are going on very extensively at Kashmere, Jumnoo, and
all over the Punjaub hills.

“It is very difficult to form a proper idea of their
intentions. I am afraid the Sikhs are too cunning to fight
in the plains: they will keep up a desultory war, fight in
the hills, fortresses, rob the Dawks and prevent supplies.
Plundering is already going on near Lahore, proclamations
and placards abusing the English are everywhere, and the
politicals are doing such deeds as to lose their trust and
disgust the Seikhs. I am told Mr. Nicholson and Captain
Abbott wrote to the Hazarees, that if they will drive Chuttur
Sing out three years’ revenue should be remitted ; the result
was every Hazaree, who was in their camp deserted before
Chuttur fired a shot and the officers were obliged to fly.
Major Edwardes wrote to Futteh Khan Tawanah, to as-
semble and kill and plunder the Sikhs in Dera-Gazee-Khan
and Bunnoo. But no sooner had he assembled his tribe
than the Sikhs killed him and a European by name Thom.
Holmes. This Futteh’s tribe of Tawanah, a very strong
people, and always refractory to Moolraj and the Lahore
Durbar. When Major Edwardes was coming from Lahore
to attack Moolraj, this chief joined him, and Edwardes
appointed him governor of Bunnoo and Dera-Gazee-Khan,
and he was a loyal subject and so lost his life.

¢ Greneral Whish is said to be now better off. Edwardes
has been busy, writing false letters from General Shere
Sing, to fall into the hands of Moolraj to create suspicion,
in which he partially succeeded and prevented Moolraj
attacking him. Shere Sing has now left Mooltan with
10,000 men and fifteen guns. Moolraj paid his men two
months’ wages, and they themselves intercepted two lacs
coming from Lahore, and have occupied the forts of
Murnkiera and Jhung, collecting revenue of that province
and Dehra Ismael Khan : there are many Seiks there who
would join them at once. I believe they have done this,
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that when a large army comes to invest Mooltan Shere
Sing will come every now and then and annoy them:
many boats of ammunition and stores have been already
plundered.

“ Provisions are very dear in Mooltan but the grand
magazine has not been touched; they are still dearer in
General Whish's camp, and he has lost many camels and
bullocks, and is only able to guard his guns and siege-train,
because there is no attack. Certainly Moolrsj has been
very inactive of late, there must be some cause: he is I
believe following the plan of Goolab Sing, not to give the
English the pleasure of a general action; but he has now
from 20 to 22,000 men and 75 guns: he has doubly
strengthened his fort and citadel and has cut a canal where
he can fill the ditch and inundate the eountry. Shere Sing
is also making himself strong and taking all the resources.
Chuttur Sing at Hazarah has more than 20,000 men, and
is daily increasing from Jumnoo. Depend upon it there is
a great game playing at Lahore and Kashmere; and it is
very extraordinary none of the politicals knew it, or could
guess at it. And what is more I hear, but don’t know
if true, that the Seikhs managed to get themselves indebted
to the British nearly two crores of rupees before this revolt
became known—who is to repay ?

““ Now something about our own dispatch in work. I
never saw such confusion and delay and indecision in the
British army before: in Lord Keane’s campaign there was
great slack, but nothing to compare to this now. From
15th September to this 27th October the whole commissariat
collectors and subordinates could not put a number of
camels together and collect provisions. The Fuziliers were
twice in orders to move by land and no camels; twice in
orders to go by steam to the mouth of the river, and once
actually they sent their baggage and got it back again,
and were finally a week in orders before starting. No
provisions at Hydrabad, nothing at Sukkur, where grain
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and everything is getting dearer and dearer, the army will
not act before January 1849. Up to this day we only
- see an army on paper, but not at Ferozepoor.

“ It is said Lord Gough will have 20,000 men, there are
12,000 in the Jullunder and 6000 at Mooltan, at Lahore
8000. From Jullunder and Mooltan he cannot draw a man,
because in the former most of the regiments are Sikhs who
will desert, and in the latter General Achmuty takes only
6500, and there must be at least 12,000 there. There is
talk of levelling the walls of Lahore, by which the garrison
might spare 5000 out of the 8000. With this 25,000 men
Lord Gough will have to take the whole Punjaub and the
hills besides, if he can, which I doubt. Meanwhile many
cantonments will be left naked in India: certainly the
governor-general has ordered 20,000 fresh troops, but when
will they come and be fit for the ranks?

“ Now to the main point, expence of this war. There is
no cash in the treasury, and very little in the country. The
government is talking of raising a 6 per cent. loan; they
cannot get much even at 8 per cent., because the people whe
have money can make 12 or more per cent. in another quar-
ter ; some say the government will get money from England.
T say they had better not. If they do, the interest must be
sent from India and money goes out of the country. To
the Indians they can delay payment a year or more as to
interest, but in England they can’t. If they would send
you to India as governor of the Pumnjaub, you will find
many petty chiefs and rajahs who will be glad to purchase
their liberty by paying some portion of expence, and many
towns that have assisted the insurgents will be happy to pay
contributions, and thus war will maintain war. It is a mis-
take that Indians will not submit to this treatment: they
did so to Nadir Shah and to Ahmed Shah, why not to the
English? But the politicals will be afraid, and Lord
Gough will not think of it. The Rajah of Puttialla could
with ease lend the government a crore of rupees and other
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rajahs in proportion: there is nothing difticult before ac-
tivity energy and boldness; but pity the mainspring is
somewhat slack, there is no head. Everything is procur-
able, but it requires a strong hand to turn the big wheels,
and the small ones then go quick enough.

““ There is a general report and belief that you must come
for the Punjaub, and every person in India, even your
bitter enemies, cannot now help, but cry out for you, as the
only chief who is able to take the Punjaub and save India.
The papers say and with justice that your name is sufficient,
and as good as twenty thousand men. The Sikhs have as
yet been too much for our politicals, and ever will be so.
In this day they have let them plan their schemes with great
dexterity and acuteness, deceiving all those wise heads round
them.

“1T shall shew you when written what Goolab Sing said
of his family, about residents, our politicals and Lord Har-
dinge and Gough: you will be surprized that such clever
men are in India. He laughs at the whole, and attributes
the success mainly upon the unity and confidence which the
English have in one another, and defiance and disunion in
the natives, and not at all from cleverness. The politicals
are now doing their best to rise the Musselmons against the
Seikhs by promises of great remuneration; and Goolab
Sing wishes to get some one from Cabool, or even Sirdar
Sooltan Mahomed Khan of Peshawur to come in the field,
when the whole Mussulmon soldiers will join his standard,
and come to the English, but only for large payment, not
for the love of religion or liberty, which they understand
very little of the latter and they can exercise the former here
under the Sikhs.”

Here the native's story ends but a letter from an officer
not addressed to the general continues the tale of blunders.

“ Camp, Mooltan, 15th Oct.—Your ideas of Mooltan are
not far out; in fact they were more correct than those
formed here : so much for politicals. An important paper
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called © Observations on Raising the Siege, 1 have not
been able to get: it might have given a good idea of the
position we are in—humbugged into, I should say, by political
nonsense ; and we will be again unless we can get a general
who will really act at once, and be our head. They may
say as they like, but politicals are not the only clog to
military operation‘s: an over-prudent general is worse. Only
fancy Shere Sing, with 8000 men and ten guns, being
allowed to leave Mooltan and march towards Lahore, and
no attempt made to take advantage of the false step to cut
him off, though there was actually paraded for the purpose
1000 British sabres with eighteen guns; and as many irre-
gulars, our allies and as good men as Shere Sing's. A
brigade could well have been spared from camp to watch
Moolraj, if he sallied, which was unlikely, he having but
1000 cavalry and eight light field pieces. It was three days
before Shere Sing could get across the river, which he did
within fifteen miles of us! And all this time we did nothing
but jaw, holding councils and taking the opinions of poli-
ticals. Now that Shere Sing has really gone, it is amusing to
see how anxious every party is to have understood that they
had nothing to say to it: the general says, if it had not been
for the politicals he would have done so and so; the poli-
ticals retort upon the inactivity of the troops.

‘“ Changes of such importance have place daily, it would
be difficult to see the turn things are likely to take; but this
move of Shere Sing’s to join his respectable parent, Chuttur,
and the gathering in Hazarah and the margin districts,
would lead one to imagine the inflammation will come to a
head somewhere in the north, or nearer Lahore, and not at
Mooltan. - And they would seem to think so at Ferozepoor,
for all the troops destined for us have been countermanded,
and we are to rely on Bombay: they cannot spare a man!
So much for reducing the army! Five hundred of Jacob’s
horse, under Merewether, were within a few marches of us
and were ordered back !"—This was part of the force ordered

>
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forward by Colonel Shaw, for which he was reprimanded.—
“ It will be December before the troops arrive and be fit to
work in the trenches. Meanwhile I should not wonder if
some folly were committed, for the general seems to have got
the bit at last between his teeth, and now that he hears of
troops and generals from Scinde coming up declares he
must do something ! It is a pity he did not think of that
early.

‘ He talks of bombarding the place with thirteen mortars
at 2000 yards: to say the least of this it will be a very cruel
measure, and if the object is to take the place the chances
are it will not succeed ; we shall have another failure and
be obliged to break into trenches before our reinforce-
ments arrive. All the engineers and artillery in camp, with
exception of the senior officer, are against this project.
Something must however be done. Take the bull by the
horns and walk into the city, which can be easily escaladed,
no ditches and the wall only 24 feet high! What say you ?
We want Sir C. Napier here to be our head and leader, and
there is a report that he is coming. I was amused lately by
one of our doubtful Sikh friends asking if it was true that
the Burra Saheb from Scinde was coming—the ¢ Skeitarn ka’
Bacee. Upon being answered yes, he muttered Moolraj—
ke din—bund hy Seik bey ke mulluk gaye—the day of
Moolraj is closed and the Sikh country is gone.”

Another officer, same date, says “ We have a very queer
general; the only thing he appears interested about is trying
some rockets, which however will not go off—made in 1830.
(Economy! How I wish Sir Charles were here, it would be
very different: for myself I think all the politicals have
been humbugged to -a certain degree, especially about
Mooltan !”

A letter from Cheltenham thus enlarges the story of the -
siege.

“I have heard from Mooltan of a curious circumstance
connected with Moolraj’s spirited attack on the head-quarter

-
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column. He had designed to fall on another division, all
Sepoys, under Colonel Markham 82nd Queen’s; but this
division having made a forced msdrch, Moolraj overshot it
and fell upon General Whish’s column of Europeans in the
night. Now it so happened, that Edwardes and Shere Sing
were shifting ground that night, and by some blundering,
common to irregulars, saluted each other in passing. Whish
heard their firing, struck his tents, and made his men lay
down on their arms; half an hour after he was attacked by
Moolraj, who expected, and in ordinary circumstances would
have found all asleep. Moolraj appears to be no mean
opponent. They have a ridiculous way in India of sneering
at and undervaluing an enemy: the common cry was oh!
that Bunniah Moolraj will never come to the scratch, his
own troops will laugh at him. They forget the Bunniah
has powerful auxiliaries in the Sun, and has lots of cash.
How will Lord Gough handle his 80,000 fighting men, with
150,000 followers, hopping over the face of the country like

" locusts and about as easily controlled ? The general came

home last night from Ireland: they received him loyally at
Limerick, and not content with cheering him as on ordinary
occasions, followed him to his carriage and continued cheer-
ing him in the rain.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, December.—All is quiet in Scinde.
It is said my name is rising, and my sayings about the Pun-

. jaub are rife. From whatI hear of Mr. Pringle”—his suc-

cessor in Scinde—* he is acting with great good sense and
carrying on my system with great care: this is pleasant to
me. I venture to say they would do well to send me to
India; they will find now that I was a better prophet by
chalks, than they were, when I said at Lahore ¢ You may now
conquer the Punjaub without further bloodshed; in a
year or two it will cost plenty.’” Then this siege! This
miserable outpost has already cost as many men and officers
as Meeanee. The elements of disasiers abound and the
soldiers cannot always fight us through. Mischief may be
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expected, when 30,000 men, having 70 pieces of artillery, find
the thing most dangerous. The poor people here who have
sons at Mooltan think they are ‘«ll safe now in their en-
trenchments.” This is the tone of the letters from Mooltan.
You will agree with me that the spirit of being safe will not
help the bloody work which awaits them : it argues a fear
of the Sikhs. In Whish's place I should dread it. Mooltan
would have been cheap at any cost, for the sake of cover from
the sun and malaria of September, October and November,
but if the reinforcements arrive safe and the season proves
healthy all may yet go well.

““ December 10th.—1I quite agree with your plans of cam-
paign for the Punjaub, but think the war will not be con-
ducted in the bold way you suggest. Why did not Whish
send Edwardes’ men after Shere Sing? They were three
to one, and had gained two victories, at least it is so said,
and they had Whish’s army to fall back on. However,
the enemy may possibly blunder as much as ourselves, and
Goolab is too intriguing for the bold plan you propose,
which would bother Gough. Neither of them will break
through habits: one will intrigue and the other move on
imprudently ; it is their nature but if either adopted your
plan he would assuredly win! i

“ Goolab lives in Jumnoo, which is said to be in a jungle
so thick as to be impenetrable, the secret entrances being
strongly barricaded. In Gough’s place I would have head- .
quarters and magazines at Ramnuggur, some 50 miles
from Lahore, and halt there until Mooltan was taken, but
attacking any Sikh force within reach. When Mooltan falls
Whish should mount the river with the Bombay troops to
Rhotas, forty miles north of Ramnuggur; thus he would
sweep the doabs, concentrate the operations, and cut the
communications between Jumnoo and the Hazaree country.
I would then leave the Bombay force at Rhotas, and with
the Bengal corps march upon Jumnoo, which would pro-
bably end the war: if not the Bombay corps should march
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upon Attock, and the Bengal corps enter Cashmere either
by the Bimber, if the hot weather had arrived, or by Mu-
zufferabad if the snow still covered the passes. By this plan
Goolab would not dare to quit Jumnoo, either as friend or
foe; he would be isolated, and our people concentrated and
in command of the rivers. If Goolab had courage and
ability to adopt your plan and was beaten, I would march
direct upon Jumnoo, not upon Ramnuggur. Such are my
views of the plan to follow, taking the character of Goolab
into consideration ; and it comes as near to yours as possible,
filling up the details of your general sketch. I believe Cash-
mere is shut up by snow all winter, except by Muzufferabad,
and there the entrance is difficult, but it opens soonest.
Goolab is hated in Cashmere: it was there ‘ ke fake most
pleasure to skin de men alive’ as a half Scotch, half Sikh
man told me; adding ‘ and dey likes it, and tinks it very
proper.” Still they don’t like being fleeced as well as flayed!

“ December 15th.—T think with you, the Sikhs will likely
make their traditional defence as you term it, and Goolab’s
nature tends that way. My native correspondent exagge-
rates, like all those people, but at the same time I doubt
whether any of our people know Shere Sing’s force, because
Eastern troops, not being paid regularly, swell and collapse
without apparentreason: a chief takes affront and off he goes
with a thousand men, and before a week is over his followers -
insist on his paying up arrears and he goes back. I have
seen a letter from Whish: he says he is happy, because an
engineer officer told him I had intended to attack the S.E.
of Mooltan in 1846, as he has done, and that this officer
heard it from McMurdo. He did not. We had no points
of the compass, or plan, for attacking Mooltan; Montagu
only wrote to his friend that the skort face, meaning the
north salient angle, was the point. But what signifies my
opinion, who was never there. I was however right it
seems, for he says Major Napier wanted him to attack the
N.E.
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“Why did not Whish follow Runjeet Sing’s point of at-
tack ? The old fox did not go to the N.E. for nothing, for
he took the town! It is reported in London that Moolraj
wants to surrender : not true, though ready to negociate on
his own terms very likely. It is also said he has sent his
women to the very strong desert fort of Monkiera, which
has water inside, but none outside nearer than 14 miles.
If so, he is resolved to fight to the last. Gough has cer-
tainly a tough job: he will have 200,000 mouths to feed,
and he enters a country where he will not find supplies;
where not a rich prince is his enemy but the people ; he will
hold only the ground he encamps on, and to do that will
require an enormous quantity of carriage. I am ill-versed
in the history of our Indian wars; but it appears to me this
is the most dangerous we have ever waged, and all owing to
the system of moderation, approved of at home by acclama-
tion ! .

“I think with you that Goolab is wrong about our strength
lying in confidence and union: it lies, as you say, in our
discipline. If Gough fails with his immense force, the re-
verse will be a smasher, and he has no reserves that I know
of ; the troops left in India are not hundreds but thousands
of miles asunder. I have been talking over with Montagu
the making Scinde a base of operations for defence of India,
in the event of a defeat in the Punjaub. It is hard to say,
but I much incline to Scinde : a very large force could not
follow us into'it, and a small one would get thrashed. On
the other hand Calcutta must be defended, because all re-
. sources, including money, are there: yet again in favour of
Scinde, a victory from that would pull the enemy back if he
was marching on Calcutta. The question is a difficult one,
and not unlikely to arise : it must depend on the circum-
stances that create it.

“ December 18th.—I agree with you on all the military
points, and have well considered the matter, because in 1846,
from the way the troops were pushed on by driblets, thinking
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a defeat might ensue I expected to have the whole Sikh
army on my hands. The fullest consideration then convinced
me it was a question of circumstances at the time, and there-
fore I thought over all the cases that might arise. The re-
sult was, that if Hardinge were defeated and the Sikhs pur-
sued him vigorously in mass, I would push rapidly on the
road by Butneer and Hansi to Delbi, and there rally every-
thing I could on the Jumna, desiring Sir G. Arthur to rein-
force Scinde. If the Sikhs did not profit by their victory,
my intent was to leave-Hardinge to his own work, and have
attacked Mooltan to keep up the spirit of my troops and our
prestige.

“ The enemy would thus have been drawn to assail me, or
would lose Mooltan, and I should have advanced on his dis-
persed plundering hordes, while Hardinge rallied on the
Jumna under cover of my operations upon the Ghara. My
magazines would have been at Bhawalpoor, and the Nawab
have been promised his ancient possessions of Mooltan to
keep him faithful. This would secure him and his people,
by reviving their hatred of the Sikhs: they would otherwise
be against us. Supposing our beaten generals fo be vigorous
on the Jumna this plan would have restored the campaign,
unless I failed before Mooltan and retired upon Scinde.
There however I could have held my ground, though go-
vernment would not fortify Kurrachee, do what I would, and
there may be cause to regret that yet. While Kurrachee is
ours Scinde is ours !

" “Such being my views then, they would be so now, under
‘like circumstances : but they are not so. Gough now com-
mands alone, and so far as he has yet gone, has shewn much
good sense, except that he ought to have been at Lahore, if
not at Mooltan long ago: yet if he had been, he has no
power. Lord Ellenborough tells me, that if Gough was ac-
tually on the march to Mooltan or any other part of the
Punjaub, Sir Frederick Currie has power to order any por-
tion of his lordship’s force to return to Lahore against his
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will! After that no man can say what will happen: the
commander in chief should not submit to this.

“ Another difference is, that though Hardinge then run
ahead with 16,000 men, 30,000 were coming up to his aid.
Now there are no reserves, and to push on in the .Pun-
jaub, amongst not only the five big rivers but fifty besides,
is to risk much : should his convoys be cut off who is to
relieve him ? The march upon Delhi would then be as free
to Goolab Sing as it was to Nadir Shah, and Goolab is just
the chap to make it as terrible. A third difference is that we
have not now 16,000 in the neighbourhood of Mooltan, but
380,000, and neither Whish, nor Auchmuty, nor Dundas com-
mands. Suppose these 80,000 should retire upon Scinde !
The natives can, it is said, move at all seasons of the year
in the Punjaub, but they do not like it.

“Now for what you imagine, viz., that I may be called
upon. I see no chance of this, for before the directors
would consent the danger must be made plain by some dis-
aster ; not danger in perspeciive, and estimated by fore-
thought, but actual disaster which must happen two months
before the court can know of it: two more would pass before
I could reach the scene of action and then all would be over,
or beyond remedy. How can England help India if Gough
loses his army? Suppose she sent ten or twelve regiments
out with me, I could in such circumstances only go as
governor-general—no second fiddle can save a country, at
least I would not try.

“T have thought this well over, and my view would be to
insist on having a governor and commander in chief, yourself
for instance, at Bombay, who would throw the Bombay army
vigorously into the work from Scinde, if still open; or if
Scinde were lost who would protect the presidency of Bom-
bay. And the first step towards protecting the presidency
would be to seize the Nizam’s country, and put that nonsense
out of the way: eight millions of people are there placed
exactly between the two presidencies, and three great king-
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doms are kept in a disturbed state by a foreign army of
Arabs, and a prince who hates us.

““By abolishing the Madras and Bombay governments,
and establishing head-quarters at Hydrabad in the Deccan,
we should save the finances an enormous expence, and the
left flank of the Bengal army would be protected by the
Bombay army advancing to the Nerbudda, or the Sutlege,
according to circumstances, while the Madras army could
take charge of the country to the south of the Nerbudda.
Thus I think we might do the job; but they would not let
me do it, unless parliament overruled the Court of Directors.
As to men we should have some trouble, but there are plenty
of fish in the sea, and we should pull good ones out. The
worst would be those of high rank ; but there are good men,
such as Douglas, Pennycuick, Roberts, Rathborne, Goldney,
&c. Poor Brown alas! is dying : a grand fellow he was for
work in India. The best men I left in Scinde were Peate,
Brown, Goldney and Rathborne : the two first are dead, and
Goldney is going away.

“ Hunter, who is here, told me a curious thing. Shewing
me a large sword, which cut off his arm at Bhurtpoor when
leading his men to the assault, he said, that on the rampart
a giant in complete armour, whirling this sword, met him.
Hunter held his sword up in defence, but to use his own
words, The giant sent it with a whirr into the air. Hunter
then held up the scabbard, but the blow went through it
and his arm, just below the elbow, leaving merely a bit of
skin uncut. He fell sitting, and held his severed arm in his
right hand while an officer tied a sash above the wound to
stop the hemorrhage : then a surgeon came up, put the two
ends together and tied them, and they united !

“ Crampton of Dublin says a man brought his right
thumb severed clean off, to him; that he put it on with
bandages, and the man has the use of it though it is stiff!
He said he saw no reason why a limb might not do
the same, and here it is with Hunter! However he can-
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not use it, and sometimes it flies about involuntarily with
a circular motion, until he catches it with his hand, which
is not always easy poor fellow! His soldiers took a long
time to kill the giant his armour was so strong, and he laid
about him like a madman. We also at Meeanee killed a
giant : he was kardar of Muttaree. I had spoken to him
the day before as a friend, but after Meeanee heard that his
body was lying among those just in front of us. ' I did not
see it, but was glad he did not take me in hand, as Hun-
ter's friend did him.

““To Scinde as a base there is this great obstacle, that from
May to September the port is shut against supplies from
Bombay; nor can any come easily by land from Guzzerat.
I always provisioned the stores for five months in spring,
until after the peace of Lahore. They ought to do that
now but will not; and in case of evil befalling Gough, and
that Whish is forced back, and Scinde should rise, they will
be short of food. I would write and remind them, were it
not that to serve men or attempt it, is to be abused for
an alarmist: this is the certain course your fool always
takes.

“ December 26th.—Your plan and mine must have crossed
on the road, and are nearly alike : we are pretty near the
mark I think, but the chaps out there do not seem to have
got it yet. I have finished my pamphlet on the baggage
corps.

“December 29th.—Was there ever anything like the way
things are going on? All letters are alike. * We are all
confusion. This is the pith of every letter from Scinde,
from Lahore, from Ferozepoor, from the bridge over the
Ravee; but then one reads in the papers  that all is going
on well ;’ not the Indian journals but those of London, the
Indian editors have their eyes cleared by danger. I dare
say the Sikhs will blunder more than we shall and so save
us; but that does not make the danger less now, for if they
do not blunder we are likely to have a great disaster. Old
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Hunter swears that Whish will get thrashed by Moolraj ;
he may be ; but if Moolraj tries his hand with the soldiers
in open fight the ‘old and bold’ and the ‘ Lilywhites
will teach him something, notwithstanding General Fox's
dry humour.” V

When governor of Gibraltar, Fox saw written up on the
canteen ‘“the old and bold.” ‘ Old enough” he said,
scratching his elbow as his wont was, “old enough, but as
for bold I have run away three times with them myself.”
“ However Moolraj had better not try to make it four for the
joke’s sake ; if he does Whish will be the hero of Mooltan.
The season there seems to have been miraculous, absolutely !
the troops are now safe; a blessing and a presage of success
I hope.

“1 am again suffering from a threatened renewal of the
suffocating feeling in my nose or rather my palate. I am
obliged to get up at night and light a candle, if I re-
mained in the dark I should go mad; the light relieves
me, yet I live in terror lest it should come on violently.
Poor Brown, being an engineer, would go to Mooltan to
take a lesson, and came back with an abscess in the liver
to die in Scinde; he talked incessantly of Mooltan and the
battle : what battle I do not know, but it shews how his
thoughts run on his profession.

“ January 2nd.—Among my reasons for taking Ramnug-
gur instead of Wuzzeerabad was, that in advancing from
Ferozepoor there is a road avoiding Lahore, which being full
of Sikhs, and our Sepoys rather shaky in fidelity of late, is
advisable. Did you know that the Sikhs collected & number
of beautiful girls, and by their agency seduced our Sepoys ?
The girls are there still, and perhaps the treason too.

“Miss Napier.—When Soult to pay court to Charles X.
went to mass, the wits advertized ‘ The Whole Life of Mar-
shal Soult from his First Campaign to his first going to
Mass.” The Indian affairs thicken.
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“ M. Genl. W. Napier.—I have had a long letter from Lady
Sale: Lord Ellenborough had another. She laughs at the
goings on, and says, and she knows, that the Sikhs have 70
pieces of artillery in the field, and 45,000 trained soldiers.
We have 56 pieces, and Gough's force is about 30,000 ;
not more I believe, though called double: you and I know
- the difference between men and returns. The Sikhs are, as
you expected, falling back on the strong Hazara country,
and Gough is doing well so far. We shall see if he forms
magazines at Ramnuggur, or rushes across the Jelum and
gets entangled. He has no reserves, and Dalhousie, who
is in the hands of the civilians, hampers him. I find by a
private letter, that Markham got round the enemy’s flank at
Mooltan under cover of some broken ground, and took him
unawares : if so it was well done.

““ Miss Napier, Jan. 11th.—I find I cannot bear the cold,
I get up sick and in pain; all my resolution fails before
cholic, which is very unheroic in the Hero of Scinde, but
cannot be helped ; it would put down ten of the best heroes
the world ever saw, from Don Bellianus of Greece to Tom
Thumb !

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Jan. 12th.—The Times behaves
well when it suits his book, that is all one can expect. I
saw the paragraph, saying I approved of Whish raising the
siege of Mooltan. I wrote a contradiction, but being averse
to publish threw it into the fire. I had also called attention
to the Times' assertion that I had received batta, whereas
the directors had deducted the batta from the prize money.
I am told that Buist is the correspondent of the Times, and
gets £500 a-year. I hear also that at Wuzzeerabad one
hundred Sikh guns were found hidden in wells : if so Har-
dinge was not so good a tooth-drawer as he thought. Lord
Ellenborough seems very discontented with Auchmuty’s
proceedings ; but turn from him to a better general,
called Cubadar Moll. Edward Campbell tells me that
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Cubudar is the elephant who ought to carry the lantern for
the baggage of the 60th. The men regularly overload him;
he remains quiet until they "have done; but then he as
regularly takes the overplus off and flings it away, and they
dare not put an ounce on after that hint. Delightful beast !
how entirely he comprehends the spirit of my baggage
© corps.

“ Jan. 21st.—Gough has gone a-head too fast, and he
seems to have been ill supported; for it is said Thackwell
might have crossed where he was ordered. Gough should, I
think, have gone with Thackwell himself as Alexander the
Great did with his detachment at the same place, and as
William the Third did at the Boyne. The attack seems to
have been a piecemeal affair. Had the Sikhs fallen with all
their force on Thackwell he would have been hard run : how-
ever I am not sure that they have not done the best thing.
Did I tell you about the fight of the 14th Dragoons?

“T have always an idea of what you expect, viz., the
directors trumping up some accusation against me; but
they can do nothing, because I have done nothing wrong.
That you will say goes for nothing! But I am covered by
Lord Ellenborough’s and Lord Hardinge's orders: I was
always a second fiddle, not a first. I am not afraid of them :
let them do their worst.”

This notion of a false accusation was provoked by the
increased virulence, and shameful conduct of his enemies:
every sort of crime and dishonour were daily imputed to him
in the Indian papers, and reiterated in many English papers.
Anonymous letters were sent to him, and forged letters
purporting to come from men of power: amongst them was
a note, pretending to be from the editors of the Times, filled
with gross insult, which, being sent back for verification,
was pronounced a villainous forgery. There were also some
miserable fellows in uniform—one especially, calling himself
Captain Pope, not the honourable collector of Scinde—

VOL. 1V. H
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who made it their business to promulgate slanders, whisper-
ing that Sir C. Napier had defrauded his soldiers and officers
of their prize money for his own profit! .In fine so much
cowardly vituperation and baseness was probably never
before employed to destroy a public man, and the true
sources were not so difficult to discover as those of the Nile.
Vengeance however was at hand.
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SEVENTEENTH EPOCH.

FOURTH PERIOD.

WaR was now raging in the Punjaub, and a doubt of final
success prevailed in England, exciting fear and anger.
Lord Gough's fortune seemed to waver, and the public eye
was turned on the ill-used conqueror of Scinde. When
sounded by the Duke of Wellington, he intimated that to
do good- extraordinary power must be conferred ; but the
directors, trembling with rage and humiliation objected to
his having any power at all. But the nation demanded a
change, and the duke proposed Charles Napier for the com-
mand. No! He was not to be thought of! Sir George
Napier. Yes! he might be accepted, though a bitter
draught. But George Napier loved his country and his
brother too well to step into the place of the best man: he
refused. Sir William Gomm was appointed, and actually
sailed from the Mauritius, yet on reaching Calcutta found
himself superseded. The directors exulted at his appoint-
ment ; they had found a consummate general. ‘ Gomm would
sel all right. We don’t want Sir Charles.” The result
did not answer their expectation.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Jan. 29th.—I saw the duke this
morning. ‘ How do youdo? Very glad to see you. SorryI
sent for you up from Cheltenham, thought I could employ
you, but can’t: that quarrel with Hogg! it has upset every-
thing. Sorry I gave you the trouble to come. Well, I am
very glad to see you, and shall keep you in my eye all the
same: another time perhaps.” I don’t think I could have
gone to India my lord duke! ‘Eh! Why? Ain't you
well?’ Yes, quite well, but T have too many enemies there.

H 2



148 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1849.

Duke, laughing very much. ‘Pooh! pooh! pooh! Fnemies!’
don’t care for enemies! Pooh! pooh! Well, good-bye,
very glad to see you.” Then shaking hands he walked with
me to the door. So we parted.”

That the duke should affect to despise such enemies
was certainly inconsistent with the acknowledgment, that
Hogg had just been too strong for himself. No man knew
better than he how powerful the civil servants in India
were ; how devoted to the directors; and how they had so
recently banded successfully against Lord Ellenborough !

““ Feb. 8rd.— The Times says the Indian Mail is barren ! ! !
Gough had got a portion of his army 16 miles in advance
of Ramnuggur en the 20th of December; that is to say,
three weeks after he crossed the Chenaub, the enemy being
in a powerful position on the right bank of the Jailum!
Gough is compelled also to send a force to occupy Wuzeer-
abad, to guard the passage of the Chenaub, from an enemy
described by these papers as having run away three weeks
before! The garrison of Lahore has been reinforced in
rear of a victorious army, ‘under the especial care of Pro-
vidence.” Gough's camels were caught, but recaptured, ac-
eidentally, by the 14th Dragoons! In short to my mind no
mail could be less barren, or more loaded with bad fruit.
Having but four months for operations, three weeks are
spent in moving fifteen miles after a so called victory;
and when the sun comes down, with floods of heat, where
will shelter be found for the troops? Lady Sale says the
season has been miraculous as to fineness, and that has
saved Whish : but miracles will not come every year.
Gough may hut, yet that will hardly do, I fear: however
where there is a will there is a way, and by digging holes
he may create shelter. The Times exults in two days
heavy rain as being likely to injure Chuttur Sing’s army
and position. May be so, but does the wiseacre suppose it
will not do ten times as much mischief to us ?

“1I agree with you, I must have power; and have great
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doubts, if with power I could put things right, for news:
paper puffs don’t make one a genexal: they are much more
likely to make one a fool! But assuredly, if I am worth
trusting at all, I am worth trusting with the means neces-
sary for success. I told Lord Ellenbotough I would go
out under him, but under no other. I only would go to be
useful, and under him only could I be so, as second. I
must have first fiddle, why should I be asked to play
second ? If the civil governor-general is to be a cypher,
why should he be at all over me? The duke refused to
be chief of the whole allied staff when Napoleon returned
from Elba, because, as he said, ‘he should have all the
responsibility without power. Did I tell you the Sikhs
carried off 600 of our camels on 1st December, by the
very ford which Thackwell would not try on the 2nd, but
marching 22 miles higher up got half his force over,
remaining divided during the night? The next day he
moved, and was attacked by the Bunnoo troops: our guns
beat the Sikhs from their guuns, and Campbell three times
begged for leave to advance and take them, and then to
charge. No! The Sikhs returned, and carried off their
guns in our sight!”

The effects of the Lahore journey now fell heavﬂy on
him : disease was in mortal progress !

‘ Miss Napier, Feb. 18th.—I got better yesterday as the
day advanced, at night was petfectly well, and slept well,
though on going to bed overy nerve trembled with dread.
Clarke says Bright's prescrlpt.lons are admirable for me, and
my taking them in time saved me from a severe bilious
attack, which was acting violently on the nerves injured by
my old wound in the face, and it flew to my brain. Damn
it, I cannot talk of it. Clarke makes me keep out of doors,
hot or cold, all day. It is strange to feel so well after these
fits of madness, but I do not think to go permanently mad :
if it were to be so, my head could not be so clear as it is
between whiles.
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““ 14th.—T was almost mad when writing to you yester-
day, since which I am much better, indeed well, if no re-
lapse occurs. About an hour after posting my letter I
calmed down until night when I trembled, going to bed,
. but was at last persuaded and slept well, getting up with
only a momentary threatening.

““ 16th.—To-morrow is the anniversary of Meeanee, and
Red Rover and I will have a chat, and Flibertygibbet alsé ;
though Flib was on that day in reserve, in case Red Rover
and Jack Sheppard should be killed.

“M. Genl. W. Napier, Feb. 18th.—My illness was a
complicated one. Clarke saw it better than Bright perhaps,
and I better than either, by as much as I took the same
view before speaking to any of them. In addition to the
access of bile, cold fell on the inflamed nerves of my nose
and palate. These injured nerves carry inflammation up to
the brain, and it is not to be borne. E. and A. tell me
they have had the same. I cannot tell what others may
suffer, but they have not had the causes that affect me to
affect them; they have not had the nerves torn by a jagged
ball passing through, breaking nose-bones, and jaw-bones,
and lacerating nerves, muscles, and mucous membranes:
they can hardly therefore have suffered as I do. If they
have their fortitude is beyond mine, for I cannot bear even
the thought : it makes every nerve in my body tremble even
now from writing on the subject. It is a temporary mad-
ness, and recently made me think death alone could relieve
me from the distraction of brain. I am fit only for the
grave: cold deprives me of reason! Yet my head is clear
and it certainly is not overwork of brain.

“It is said Lord Seaton is going out to India. I
fear we shall have bloody news from Mooltan. The
10th, 32nd, 60th and Bombay Fusiliers there are all
Europeans and excellent, they will go through any breach
that mortal man ¢an force; but it is said Whish means
to escalade without a breach: these things depend on
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circumstances, but a brave defence will be made if any
be made.”

The battle of Chillianwallah was now made known, with
many wild stories, and at once arose from all England, an
angry shout of impatience for the appointment of the man
whom all in power had combined to thrust down. Charles
Napier was not the ministers’ general, nor the directors ; but
he was the nation’s man, and faction was suddenly crushed
for the moment. That shout was natural, and becoming a
great people accustomed to victory, and sure that their troops
were never at fault; it was right also, if the acting general
was thought to have failed, that one of eminence should be
substituted. But it was wrong and unbecoming to accom-
pany that cry for Sir Charles Napier with a maniac one
against Lord Gough, who would have been stoned to death
in the streets if he had then appeared. And the foremost
instigators would probably have been the ministers !

Lord Gough was a noble soldier of fifty years’ service,
and had always been victorious, whether obeying or com-
manding ; no man heard, because no man dared to say, that
personal comfort, or idleness, or fear, had induced him to
shrink from danger, or responsibility, or labour. What then
was his crime ? He had fought a drawn battle, the enemy
was not crushed! For that only Lord Gough's destruction
was called for! Has any cry been raised against the men
who neglected Kars, until its gallant defenders, after making
their country’s glory blaze amidst desolation, famine and
battle, sunk into captivity! Such is the difference between
the treatment of military men and civilians in England. The
Duke of Wellington said, that he could in a good cause con-
tend successfully with any public body, except the directors of
the East India-Company: with them he could not. Charles
Napier was in that more powerful. The nation compelled
them now to bow: aye! to cringe before the man they had
80 vilely misused. They were compelled to sweep the dust
before him with their adverse ‘ decisions,’ that he might
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walk cleanly to their publie banquet—most humbly offered
to the first Indian general appointed by the English nation :
for such Charles Nupier now was. What power had enabled
him thus to stride on their prostrate necks, still stiffened with
pride and malice ? Ministers, directors, and the principal
newspapers, had been all united against him: what upheld
him ? The force of real virtue and courage, and success :
his true character was known to the people of England, and
instinctively they turned to him in the hour of danger. It
was a glorious triumph !

But bis mind was not one to be overborne even by
a people’s incense, and the progress of his appointment to
command will be best described by extract from his posthu-
mous work, entitled ““Indian Misgovernment.” Here how-
ever, be it observed, that the Duke of Wellington's authority
failed to make him accept the situation, until he had con-
sulted the writer of this biography, to whom he stated all the
objections, the opposition and difficulties, he too truly fore-
saw would attend him, independent of the chances of war and
the disasters that he might have to repair. He declared his
aversion to undertake the charge, but the argument which
finally determined him was :—that India was in danger, and
the people of England thought he could ward it off; if he
did not go, and disaster befell, it would be charged on his
refusal to act, and imputed to personal feelings. For never
would the public understand, that a sense of inability to
effect good against the hostility of men in power was the
cause of that refusal.

Extract from “Irdian Misgovernment.”—“When the
Duke of Wellington first told me of my appointment, I ob-
jected that my many enemies in India would mar all useful-
ness; he laughed, pressed the matter home, and concluded
thus. ‘If you don’t go I must.’ Still reluctant, from a con-
viction of the justice of my own view, I asked twenty-four
hours for reflection, it was conceded, and finally a grateful
sense of the public will prevailed. But scarcely was this
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arranged when proof on proof arose, that with exception of
Her Majesty, the duke, the people of England, and the
armies of India, I was to expect from all other quarters,
that secret base hostility so proverbially difficult for honour-
able men to repel.

“ Among the indications leading to this conclusion was
the following. Lord John Russell, at an interview, gave me
to understand that doubts had arisen as to appointing me
one of the Supreme Council, as all my predecessors had been:
he intimated that the directors were seeking for a precedent,
and would probably find one for denying it to me. Lord
John was explicitly and peremptorily told on the instant,
that T also would seek, and if unable to find would make a
precedent, for to India I would not go unless as one of the
council. Six years I had served in the East with success,
as a military commander and as a civil governor; I had re-
ceived the approbation of my sovereign and the thanks of
parliament, for victories which the public voice had ap-
plauded : I had been again called to command in the same
country by the sovereign and the public, and the expecta-
tion of my submitting to such an insult from the directors
was preposterous. That a degraded command should have
been so offered, or even discussed, shewed that my measure
of the directors’ temper was more exact than that taken by
them of mine, when they thought I should go shorn of
honours which others had received.”

This was the last open indication of wretched enmity from
Leadenhall Street; the usual ostentatious banquet was of-
fered and accepted as a termination to hostilities : sincere
it was on Charles Napier's side where duty was concerned,
according to his custom; hollow and false on the other
side, also according to custom. Well did he know how
false, and well also did he couch his discourse for the occa-
sion. I go to India, he said, at the command of Her Ma-
jesty, by the recommendation of the Duke of Wellington ;
and I believe I go also with the approbation of my country-

H3
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men. Then, in allusion to the past, he quoted, with an em-
phasis not unnoticed by his hearers, the proverb, that ¢ least
said was soonest mended, thus rebuking the adulation of
the hour. _

The Duke of Wellington being present, spoke thus. “I
have frequently enjoyed your hospitality on occasions of
festivals, which you have given on the appointment of gover-
nors-general, governors, and commanders in chief, but I have
never attended with so much satisfaction as on the present oc-
casion. The officer whom you have now selected to command
your armies in the East Indies has been distinguished al-
ready in that country by public services. He has conducted
most important and difficult operations under most trying
circumstances with the utmost ability ; he has with uniform
success fought general actions extraordinarily well contested
by the enemy; he has shewn that he deserved the confidence
of the government he served, and the troops he commanded.”

These were words to burn into the hearts of all those
directors who had hearts; and some there were who felt the
services and condemned the treatment of them by the general
body. Few of the ministers attended, their chief, Lord John
Russell, had ““ company at his house” and could not come.
Sir George Grey spoke for his colleagues in eulogistic terms,
as sincere no doubt as his cousin Lord Grey’s would have
been, if his rancorous nature would have permitted him to
be present :—but to the saints all things are permitted, even
the smoothness of hypocrisy.

Now came the tumultuous curiosity of London fashion,
and the wonderful aspirations of persons seeking for advan-
tages, however unmeet the occasion. Ladies of rank, who
had never before imagined that they even knew of Charles
Napier's existence, dashed up in endless succession to his
door, interrupting his preparations—regardless of all but
their own fantastic curiosity. And from all sides came letters
claiming his special patronage for young men, of whom he
had never heard before. From one, it was momentous that
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her nephew John should be his aide-de-camp ; from another,
the military bearing and look of James rendered him pecu-
liarly suitable for the staff of & commander in chief; a third
bad a son, so clever at breaking horses that his services must
be invaluable. A fourth wished her son to be on his staff,
but desired to have him guaranteed from all casualties! But
the most amusing was the offer of a stranger to become his
secretary, on the specific ground that Sir C. Napier must be
too illiterate to write his own dispatches. Certainly there are
in England many absurd people. To these humorous dis-
plays he however added one of his own. Receiving a sudden
command from royalty to dine at Osborne, with only a few
hours’ notice, he was going down in a drab waistcoat, not of
the newest, but was stopped by a remonstrance on the neces-
sity of court dress. He had no other waistcoat, but suddenly
recollecting that his valet, a foreigner, was a dandy, he ex-
claimed, Oh! I dare say Nicholas has a fine waistcoat: I'll
borrow it—and so he did.

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, March 22nd.—1I will not go dowa
to you, the parting gives me pain, and I have so little time ;
and even that little is broken by the forcible intrusion of
strangers. Would that I were fairly off, out of this tur-
moil : there is no pleasure in seeing those I love in this
way, and there is no good to the public service. The
news from India puzzles me: Gough's fortifying himself
shews weakness. I doubt Whish getting up to him so
quickly as is expected, and several things indicate diffi-
culty in procuring carriage; heavy guards also are required
for convoys. These things lead me to your opinion that a
battle will not take place immediately; but it will when
Whish joins Gough : if not, the demoralization of the army
must be great, and my task more difficult, for it is harder
to rally than to lead. You are among the few who know of
how little value popularity is when trials are at hand, unless
powerfully supported by realities ; unless I can do something
which will shew the troops that their expectations are not
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unfounded I shall as certainly lose my moral position as it
is certain that I now possess it, and that if maintained it is
my strongest point. My first object therefore will be to
devote my efforts to supplies, to comforts, to the most rigid
discipline, and the massing of such a force, and such abun-
dance of carriage as will enable me to strike with vigour;
and my first blow will probably be at Goolab Sing.

“1 expect more difficulty with my friends than with my
foes about Goolab. The cry here is *Oh! he has done no
overt act, we cannot quarrel with him.” Against this nothing
passes my lips. On the contrary I told Lord John he was .
quite right. ‘You cannot my lord do anything against a
Jaithful ally !’ and so left the subject. But when I get
there, and am ready, a test shall be applied to Goolab, viz.
he shall carry on the most active operations against his
friends, in our support, so as to commit himself past re-
demption, and put his person in my power by living at
head-quarters. Neither of these will he do, and then he
shell be brought to the issue of battle. I cannot shape this
idea in detail till I see Lord Dalhousie, and I have a doubt
that he will fail me ; the tone here will be the tone there I
fear. Here it is not wise to combat it ; there it must be put
down, unless we are to let the ruffian Goolab fall on us. No
overt acts! Why his whole system is an overt act; our
armies have been twice thrashed, and his has not fired a
shot! The sin of omission here is as great as that of
commission. His overt acts are glaring, and the wise ones
here do not see them, and will not. I have told my views
on this subject to no one but you: it shall only appear by
acts. If fears of the press influence the government, here
and in India, to tie me up I will resign; Goolab is not to
be trifled with. This outline will give you a key to what
may happen; for it is more than probable I may not find
it safe to write much, feeling certain of having a dozen
Outrams about me in disguise.

“Your Conguest of Scinde has sent me to India; but

-
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for that I could not have held my own, and Outram would
have been the grand fellow with the newspapers, not I. To
be sure I don’t much value their praise, but may as well die
with an honest character as with an infamous one, which
but for your exposition of the truth would have been the
case :—your ‘wviolence’ as it was called ! Christ was violent
when He scourged the rascals out of the temple! I want
to say much more about India to you, it helps to shadow
out my views, but it is impossible ; I cannot get an hour’s
quiet, and the thread of thought is broken every moment.

“ March 24th.—1I think you are right about the duke : he
was so civil to me that nothing is wrong there. He gave
me to read some magnificent letters from himself to Lord
Dalhousie, with all his views of the campaign : they are
Just our own ! This is satisfactory. May we meet again.”

Thus writing he left England ; and so leaving it displayed
as much generous, unselfish, courageous devotion as could
well be. He was sixty-seven years of age, suffering most
painfully from old wounds, labouring under a mortal internal
disease : his children were provided for, he was rich from
his prize money, and all his life had sighed for agricultural
pursuits, now within his reach and deemed by him the only
pleasurable state of existence. Glory he had gained and
was satiated : war and slaughter he abhorred. He had been
treated basely, and was still being so treated by the very
men he was now called upon to serve again; and he knew
that to serve them again was to excite their utmost malig-
nity. Heknew their power, knew that he should be exposed
to their secret machinations, and to the inveterate scurrility
of their press organs. He saw before him a terrible war to
repair disasters : or, what was more difficult for him, the task
of reforming military luxury and abuses in an army of four
hundred thousand men ; abuses absolutely incorporated with
the military system, and intimately mixed with and supported
by a corrupt civil system. For this he was to quit a wife
to whom he was deeply attached ; to quit the calmness and
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consolations to which a long laborious life, amidst turbulent
scenes and dangers, had given inexpressible charms in his
imagination—and at the very moment that life was com-
mencing !

Did ambition urge him ? his whole life, as shewn in this
work, contradicts the thought. Despising power, except for
the enforcement of good ; contemptuous of money, of which
he had more than envugh ; he went forth simply because his
country called on him. The duke had said, Either you or
I must go, the people desired that it should be Charles
Napier, and so he went, but not in hope. -He foresaw, and
the event showed how clearly, that he was sacrificing com-
fort in age, and even life itself, in a vain attempt to serve
the public; that he was to be again repaid with ingratitude
and injustice, and both went beyond even his anticipations—
yet he went.

The print shops and the press, serious and comic, teemed
during this period with caricatures and sarcastic squibs: of
the first, the most biting represented four directors trotting
towards the India House, as bearers of a palanquin in which
the aged object of their hatred reclined, smiling disdainfully.
Of the second, perhaps the best historical, certainly the most
amusing account of the matter and the man, was the fol-
lowing.

“StorY OF KOOMPANEE JEHAN.

“Some time after the death of Aurungzebe, a mighty
prince held domination over India, from the seven mouths
of the Ganges to the five tails of the Indus, who was re-
nowned above most other monarchs for his strength, riches,
and wisdom. His name was Koompanee Jehan. Although
this monarch had innumerable magnificent palaces at Delhi
and Agra, at Benares, Boggleywollah, and Ahmednuggar,
his common residence was in the beautiful island of Ingleez,
in the midst of the capital of which, the famous city of Lun-
doon, Koompanee Jehan had & superb castle. It was called
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the Hall of Lead, and stood at the foot of the Mountain of .
Corn, close by the verdure-covered banks of the silvery Ta-
meez, where the cypresses wave, and zendewans, or night-
ingales, love to sing. In this palace he sate and gave his
orders to govern the multitudinous tribes which paid him
tribute from the Cashmerian hills to the plains watered by
the Trrawaddy. _

“The great Koompanee Jehan governed his dominions
with the help of a council of 24 vizeers, who assembled daily
in the Hall of Lead, and who were selected from among the
most wealthy, wise, brave, and eminent of the merchants
scribes and warriors in the service of his vast empire. It
raust have been a grand sight to behold the 24 sages assem-
bled in durbar, smoking their kaleoons round the monarch’s
magnificent throne.

“It was only by degrees, and by the exercise of great
cunning and prodigious valour, that the illustrious Koom-
panee Jehan had acquired the vast territory over which he
ruled. By picking endless quarrels, in which he somehow
always seemed to be in the right, and innumerable battles in
which his bravery ever had the uppermost, he added king-
dom after kingdom to his possessions. Thus the rajahs,
princes, and emperors of India fell before the sword of his
servants; and it is known that Boonapoort, Tippoo Sahib,
the Mysore Sultan, and Iskender Shah, who conquered Porus
Singh on the banks of the Indus, were severally overcome
by the lieutenants of the victorious warrior who dwelt in the
Hall of Lead. One of his chieftains, the great Elleen-
Burroo, a stronger man than. Antar himself, carried off the
gates of Somnauth on his back, and brought them to the
foot of the throne of the palace on the Mountain of Corn, by
the banks of the Tameez.

“ This mighty monarch, who had guns enough to blow
this world into Jehanum, and who counted his warriors by
lakhs, was, like many other valiant sovereigns, the slave of
a woman ; and historians assert that he gave up the chief



160 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1849.

government of his country to the empress his mother, the
queen of the Ingleez, of whom he was so fond that he could
deny her nothing. He appointed the captains and colonels
of his regiments, but the empress nominated all the chief
generals; and the chiefs of Koompanee Jehan, who had car-
ried his flag in a hundred battles, and notched their cime-
ters across the head-pieces of thousands of his foes, were not
a little angry to see strangers put over them, who came from
Lundoon smelling of musk and rose water, and who got the
lion's share of the honours, while they took no more (as who
indeed can ?) then the lion’s share of the fighting. Thus,
in a famous action in Kabool, a certain captain of artillery
blew open the gates of the city, but it was the general, Keen
Bahawder, who was made a bashaw of three tails for the feat
which the other had done; and for a series of tremendous
actions on the Sutlege River, Harding Shah, Smith Sahib,
and Goof Bahawder were loaded with honours, and had their
mouths well nigh choked with barleysugar; whereas one of
Koompanee's own warriors, Littler Singh, a better soldier
than any of those other three, was passed over with scarcely
a kind word.

“ In consequence of this system—for the empress-mother
would often cause her son to select generals who had no
more brains than a wezz or goose—disasters frequently
befel Koompanee Jehan's armies, and that prince had many
a bekhelool or hard nut to crack. One army was waylaid .
and utterly destroyed, because the queen-mother chose to
give the command of it to an officer out of whom age and
illness had squeezed all the valour; and another warrior,
though as brave as Roostum, yet was 100 years old, and had
been much better at home handling a pipe than a sword, for
which his old hands were now quite unfit. Lion-as he was,
Goof Bahawder did not remember that the enemy with whom
he had to do were derans or foxes, and that a pack of foxes
is more dangerous than a lion in a pit. Finding the enemy
one day posted in a jungle, this Goof Bahawder sent his
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-troops in upon them helter-skelter ; but some fled, many
were slain, Goof Bahawder had a dismal account of the
battle to render, and when he claimed a victory people only
laughed at his ancient beard.

“ That is, they would have laughed, but the people of
Lundoon were in too great a rage to be merry. Everywhere,
in every house, from the highest to the lowest, from the
omrahs and lords prancing about in the Meidan to the
camel-drivers in the streets, all men cried out; and the
Indian soldiers said,  Why is this old man to be left to
jeopardise the lives of warriors, and bring our country to
sorrow ? If the queen-mother will appoint chiefs for the
armies of India over the heads of those who are as brave
and more experienced, let her give us men that are fit to
lead us. Who is Goof, and who is Elphinstoon, and who
is Keen, to whom you give all the honours ? And what are
they to compare to Thackwell and Littler, to Nott and
Pollock Khan ?’

“ Now, there was, when the news came to the city of Lun-
doon that Gocf Bahawder had been beaten upon the banks
of the Chenaub, a warrior who, though rather old and as
savage as a bear whose head is sore, was allowed by all
mankind to be such a Roostum as had never been known
since the days of Wellingtoon. His name was Napeer Singh.
He with 2000 men had destroyed 80,000 of the enemy; he
despised luxury; he had a beak like an eagle, and a beard
like a Cashmere goat. When he went into a campaign he
took with him but a piece of soap and a pair of towels; he
dined off a hunch of bread and a cup of water. ‘A warrior,’
said he, ‘should not care for wine or luxury, for fine
turbans or embroidered shulwars; his tulwar should be
bright, and never mind whether his papooshes are shiny.’
Napeer Singh was a lion indeed ; and his mother was a
mother of lions.

“ But this lion, though the bravest of animals, was the
most quarrelsome that ever lashed his tail and roared in a
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jungle. After gaining several victories he became so in- .
solent and contemptuous in his behaviour towards King
Koompanee Jehan, whom he insulted, whom he assailed,
whom he called an old woman, that the offended monarch
was glad when General Napeer Singh’s time of service was
out, and vowed no more to employ him.

“It is related of Napeer Singh, that when he was recalled
to the island of the Ingleez he went into the Hall of Lead,
where the monarch sate in full durbar, knocked the heads
of the 24 vizeers one against another, and seizing upon
King Koompanee himself by the royal nose pulled him
round the room, and kicked him over among the sprawling
councillors of his dewan. I know not whether this tale is
true ; but certain it is that there was a tremendous tumash
or row, and that when the king heard the general’s name
mentioned, he grew as yellow and as sour as an ilemoon
or lemon.

““ When the news of Goof’s discomfiture came to Lundoon
and the Hall of Lead, and the Queen of Feringhistan, all
the Ingleez began to quake in their shoes. ¢ Wallah!
wallah !’ they cried, ¢ we have been made to swallow
abominations! Our beraks have been captured from our
standard-bearers ; our guns have been seized; our horse-
men have fled ; overpowered by odds, and because Goof
Bahawder knew not how to lead them into battle. How
shall we restore the honour of our arms? What general
is there capable of resisting those terrible Sikhs and their
sirdars ?°

“The voice of all the nation answered, ¢ There is but one
Chief, and his name is Napeer Singh.’

“The 24 vizeers in the Hall of Lead, remembering the
treatment which they had received from that General, and
still smarting uneasily on their seats from the kicks which
he had administered, cried out, * No; we will not have that
brawling Samsoon —take any man but him. If Goof
Bahawder will not do, take Goom Bahawder. We will
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not have Napeer Singh, nor eat the pie of humility any
more.’

“The people still roared out ¢ Nobody can help us but
Napeer Singh.’

“ Now, Napeer Singh was as sulky as the 24 vizeers. ‘I
go," said he, ‘to serve a monarch who has been grossly un-
grateful, and whose nose I have tweaked in durbar ? Never,
never !’

“But an old General, nearly 100 years old, very old,
brave, and wise, the Great Wellingtoon, came to Napeer
Singh and said, Oh! Khan, in these times of danger men
must forget their quarrels and serve their country. If you
will not go to the Indus, I will go—one of us must.” They
were two lions, two Roostums, two hooked-beaked eagles of
war; they rushed into each other’s arms, and touched each
other’s beaks. ‘Oh! Father,” Napeer Singh said, ‘I will
go;’ and he went forth and he bought a piece of soap, and
he got two towels; and he took down from the wall his
bright and invincible tulwar.

“ Meanwhile the 24 vizeers and King Koompanee Jehan
had been taking counsel in the Hall of Lead. Many of the
angry ones said, ‘ No, we will not appoint him our General.’
Some of the wise vizeers said, ¢ Yes, we will appoint him;
for without him we shall not have a kingdom at all.” At
lnst the King himself, who was bajil, that is very fat, rose
up from his throne and said—

“‘0 my Agas, Omrahs, Scribes, and men of war. There
are many things which a man has to put into his imameh or
pipe, which are hard to smoke, and have an unsavoury per-
fume: I have been smoking a chillam of this sort. A kick
is not a pleasant thing to swallow, neither is a dose of senna.
Adversity sometimes prescribes one, as the doctor orders the
other. We have had all our beards pulled, we have been
kicked round the room, we have been tumbled helter-skelter
by this Roostum. Bekhesm! Bismillah! my sides ache
still with the violence of his papooshes. But what of this ?



164 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [1849.

If I am drowning, shall I refuse to live because a man pulls
me out of the water by the nose ? If I want to fly, shall I
refuse a horse because he kicks a little ? I will mount him
in the name of Fate, and ride for my life. We know how
strong this Samsoon is; let him go in Heaven's name, and
fight the enemy for us. Let him go. Make out his papers;
give him a khelat, and a feast of honour!” And the wise
and beneficent monarch sate down and puffed away at his
kaleoon, as the 24 vizeers, bowing their heads, cried, ¢ Be it
as the King says.’

“ When the Ingleez heard of this Elemzshedeh or good
news, they all rejoiced exceedingly; and the Queen of the
Ingleez clapped her hands for joy.

“And as for Napeer Singh, he took his two towels and
his piece of soap, and his scimetar, and he went away to the
ship which was to carry him to the sea.”

He left England the night of the 24th, the anniversary
of his victory at Dubba, reached Calcutta the 6th of May,
assumed the chief commund forty-three days after quitting
London—and found no war! ’

*“ April 25th, off Ceylon.—You will have heard that the
war is over in India, and Lord Gough has come off with
flying colours. Both these things rejoice me much. 1°
I shall have no more to do with war and its miseries, which
are, and ever were, hateful to me, whatever that false mouth-
ing fellow Lord Grey may say to the contrary. 2°. It was
hard that a brave old veteran like Gough, whose whole life
has been devoted to his duty, should be dismissed from his
command, and close his long career under undeserved abuse,
because the directors kept him in a post which was become
too difficult. Both these subjects of pain to me are now
over. I hear the Punjaub is not to be annexed, but
to be governed by a commission, of the Lawrence family
chiefly.”

On arriving at Calcutta he found an honourable testi-
mony to his ability from Mr. Pringle, the civil servant who
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had succeeded him in the government of Scinde:—the fol-
lowing is an extract.

“ Scinde, May.—I hope you will not consider it an in-
trusion if I take this occasion to offer you my cordial con-
gratulations on your present high appointment; and to
assure you of the satisfaction it has given me, in common
with all who have had opportunities of knowing the value of
your services, to learn that they are again made available in
a position of so much influence for the interests of this
country. On your fitness for the military command there is
but one opinion; but I speak as one who had more than
ordinary means of forming a judgment when I say, that
your aid will be found not less valuable in the civil govern-
ment, if your colleagues be wise enough to avail themselves
of it; and I can wish nothing better for the interests of our
newly-acquired provinces in the Punjaub, than that they
may have the benefit of the same strong and just govern-
ment which was so successfully applied to the introduction
of order here. With every wish for an equally successful
issue to the brilliant career now opening upon you, believe
me to remain with much esteem, &c. ’

“N. K. PRINGLE.”

“ M. Genl. W. Napier, Calcutta, May 22nd.—In an hour
T start, but have a moment for a few lines. I know nothing
till T get to Simla, and can speak with Lord Dalhousie; but
the talk here is that Lawrence is opposed to the annexation
of the Punjaub; if so, it is hard to see why Dalhousie
appoints him and his four brothers to carry on a policy
they do not approve of: but I am obliged to doubt every-
thing said here. Shere Sing’s plan to pound Whish in
Gough’s rear was admirable in design, but not well executed.
My action would have been, not to have crossed the ford,
but occupy it with a few people, and have stormed the téte
de pont and got hold of the bridge on the Chenaub: Gough
would thus have been cut off, if the stroke was successful ;
if it failed Goojerat was still in Shere Sing’s rear. His next
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error was his position at Goojerat, which is a strong village
and should have been in his centre and entrenched; if he
had placed it in his centre the battle would have been diffi-
cult to win; baut it is not fair to criticise either general till
one hears the story complete. The engineer who built the
téte de pont tells me the Sikhs could not storm it, that the
works were too strong; but only half a battalion was in it,
and & whole army would have assailed! Governing the
Punjaub by a council of politicals is curious, and it is
scarcely to be believed that Dalhousie really means this. I
have a few steps to take which will do the army good, and
then my hope is to return to you all. It is a fearfully hot
journey up the country that we have before us, but I dare
say we shall get over it well.

“The same. Simla, June 22nd.—I do not know Lord
Dalhousie yet, and can say nothing about his abilities ; but
he has hitherto given me full support and satisfaction: I-
shall require it, for my work is immense and very difficult.
Whether I am equal to it I do not know, but am certain
soon to be the most unpopular commander in chief that has
yet filled the office. All is Joose, and to pull up unpleasant,
but must be done. The new Sikh regiments were formed
before I came, in consequence of pledges given by Edwardes,
Lawrence, Hardinge's treaty, Abbot, &c., in the hour of
peril. Instead of tying up the fagot of sticks the political
system seems to untie the bundle. The situation of the
troops alarms me; they are everywhere deficient in cover,
and of course crowded. At Peshawur, at Rawull Pindee, at
Lahore, in the Julunder: everywhere. When autumn comes,
unless we are saved by a miracle, like Whish at Mooltan,
God help us, for I have not Aladdin’s lamp. We are help-
less at this season, the troops cannot march a mile, and
there is no altering this state of things; which I shall of
course be accused of producing, and of murdering all who
will die from August to Christmas. If we could get into
camps of 15,000 or 20,000 men each, it would be different,
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but the human body cannot stand tents a week, there must
be roofs. .

I believe some of Lord Gough’s friends blame me for
not writing to tell him of my arrival, and letting him put
out his own order, resigning. Lord Dalhousie thinks I was
right, and the Supreme Council thought so too. My orders,
signed by the duke are to assume the command, ‘without
loss of time.” Such ¢are the commands of Her Majesty.’
Well, the duke wrote to Gough, that he was to lay down his
command ‘at his convenience.” Littler told me this, and he
had it from Gough. Now before I could have heard from
Gough three weeks would have elapsed, and I had been re-
fused in London six days’ leave for my convenience, having
asked till the 1st of April. Had anything bad happened
during those three weeks I should assuredly have been
called to account for not obeying Her Majesty’s orders, to
take command without any loss of time. Suppose Gough did
not choose to resign until he was going home, which I knew
he did not mean to do until October; I must then have de-
clared war on him and taken command forcibly. I could not
be sworn in a member of council until publicly known as
commander in chief; neither I nor any of my staff would
have received pay, and therefore the civility of waiting would
have cost me £1200, and my staff in proportion, we living
all the time at great expence : the few days I was in Calcutta
cost me £200. For this I would not have cared much, had
it been right to have waited, but that was in disobedience of
orders.

“ Lord Gough had been roughly and unjustly handled,
and for aught I knew might have been furious and refused
to resign; for he tells me himself the duke’s letter anthor-
ized him to keep his command at his convenience! In that
case I should have returned to England at once: I wish it
bhad been so. Hobhouse told me I should find the army
had been without a commander in chief for a fortnight
before my arrival ! but I found Gough authorized to hold on



168 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER [1849.

till winter! I made up my mind at once, and assumed
command, ds every previous commander in chief had done.
You will think I was right, and Gough told me I was so;
but one of his friends told me, he—the friend, thought it
was not right. T like that noble old fellow Gough more
than ever. I told him my wish was that he would order me
home; it would be a kindness, and so saying I told him the
truth. More than that, I am sure the people of England
would be as delighted at it, as they were at my being sent to
supersede Gough ; for that is the word, not succeed, despite
of Lord John’s assertion :—witness Gomm's arrival at Cal-
cutta! Successors are not ordered out in duplicate from the
most distant corners of the earth.

“Thanks for your account of Napoleon’s pontoons. I
too would rather be governor of the Punjaub than com-
mander in chief, as you say you would; had I been so my
arrangements would have been quite different from what
they are. We shall see how the commission works; perhaps
it may do, but my opinion is against it, and I shall confine
myself strictly to my military duties, offering no opinions
upon other matters. Had I been here for Lord Dalhousie
to put at the head of the Punjaub I believe he could not
have done it: my suspicion is that he was ordered to put
Lawrence there. Write to you often now I cannot; my
work is all details, and keeps me fifteen hours a day at my
desk. I like Lord Dalhousie so far as I know him, he is
very kind to me; that is, he supports me, for as to private
kindness I don’t care a pinch of snuff, and would rather
be without it, as interrupting business; which is the only
thing that gives me pleasure. It is cold here, fires in July
in India! The great height is oppressive to the chest: we
are 7000 feet above the sea.

“ The same, July 24th.—Forty years nearly have passed
since we fought on the Coa, and here we are still alive!
You suffering from ill health, I away from all of you, and
not liking my position or my work. Lord Dalhousie is
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frank, and my hope is that we shall work well together :

‘the state of India demands this, and especially the Punjaub.

The military position of the troops is not bad, but I could

.not move a man in this hot weather. When they can be

moved T shall perhaps make some alterations. You will see
the copy of a letter I wrote to the governor-general: if he
takes my advice, good ; if not it will make me more anxious
to go home, because it is necessary advice, and if not thought
good there must be another commander in chief. I have
written two or three of these kind of letters :—mnot theoreti-
cal, but resulting from experience, and my belief is that they
have been useful.

“I do not like the state of things at all, but cannot enter
into the subject, because letters are not safe, and I have not
time. My first object is to make the army know that, good
or bad, I am commander myself, and am not commanded
by my staff: - the excellent and noble-minded Gough, much
as he is loved, and William I assure you deservedly so,
did from sheer good-nature let the reins slip out of his
hands too far: I do really love Lord Gough, but must say
his good-nature went too far. My second object is to give
a better tone to the officers, and already three or four have
been broken for vile conduct. I go thoroughly into courts-
martial, and endeavour by my remarks on sentences to
amend the general notion; which is to think that the
offence of every culprit—that is officers, not soldiers, is to
be passed over, as he is a ‘good fellow’ a ‘ poor fellow’
and so forth. Thus every bad fellow that the articles of
war force a court-martial to cashier, has a recommendation
tacked to his sentence ; and half the courts acquit a black-
guard if they can! But the army is full of fine fellows,
and I am sure of support against this maudlin mercy, which
in every instance I have rejected. -

“ My third great object is to restore discipline in various
ways; I am however too far away from the troops; and to
be with the governor-general is too important for me to go

VOL. 1V. I
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to the plains yet. My fourth object is to make a better
arrangement of troops all over India, when the weather
admits. We have fifty-four thousand men in the Punjaub;
this is not necessary, and yet my proceedings must be very
cautious, though I think it can do well with 40,000, or even
less. With good government twenty thousand would suffice,
but not with a ¢ board of administration!’ as it is called.
This board has not yet got a police! and it has eighteen
hundred men as guards, of whom neither the commander in
chief nor the adjutant-general know a word ; and they are
from 16 to 100 miles distant from any military station !
Had there been a sudden insurrection of Sikhs, the first
knowledge of the matter would have come to me with an
account of the destruction of these detachments! Hardinge
gave more to politicals than even Lord Auckland did !
“When I heard of these detached guards, I pointed out
to Lord Dalhousie the mischievous tendency of letting poli-
ticals interfere with soldiers : you will see it in the copy of
“my letter. This must be stopped, and to do him justice he
does his best to support me; poor fellow, he is not in good
health. I have had a trial of strength with the politicals
already, and Lord Dalhousie has stood by me well. They
had stationed three regiments at Adeenanuggur on the Has-
salee canal, N.E. of Umritzer, to guard a deputy commis-
sioner, and a treasury, and all the idle rif~ra/f which sur-
round a civil servant. This place is so unhealthy that the
inhabitants flee in the rains as from death; they go to Um-
ritzer until the rains cease and then return. I removed the
troops and thus saved them: but the board ‘ suggests’ to Sir
Walter Gilbert, that the deputy commission will be gob-
bled up by the Sikhs, and he should send back a regiment
of cavalry at least. Gilbert, accustomed to the omnipotence
of politicals, did so, and-the politicals appealed against the
troops being withdrawn at all. Lord Dalhousie answered
that they were not to interfere with the military in any way,
and I ordered the cavalry off, calling upon Sir W. Gilbert
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to explain his conduct. This is victory No. 1. Lord D.
tells me Lawrence will be enraged, but will not move him ;
and certainly he will not move me, so he must go to the
wall.

“ Mr.  Pringle behaves well in Scinde, but he is over-
powered by that chap Willoughby, who is rapidly over-
turning all my works, step by step. The pier is stopped ;
the barracks at Hydrabad are stopped, while only one wing
is completed ; all the materials ready for going on are lying
about, and being destroyed ! Moonshee has been ruined by
them ; and justice is so much in arrears Fitzgerald writes
to one of my staff, that an insurrection is not improbable !
My military commissions are done away with, and also the
Jjudge advocates who guided their proceedings: all is thrown
upon the collectors, who cannot get through their work.
My native police officers, thieves set by me to catch thieves,
have been made magistrates! if they will not oppress the
people no matter. For myself I have no wish but to go
home. I have too much knowledge, and too little power
over things here. I have however received honest support
from Lord Dalhousie; and he shall have my support with
all zeal for the service, and all possible desire to be of use
to him. And again let me express my delight with old
Gough; he is so good, so honest, so noble-minded. T do
rejoice in the promotion that has made this brave and high-
minded veteran so happy and content that all which has
past is forgotten !”

The nefarious treatment of the moonshee, Ali Acbar,
because he had been brave and useful and attached to Sir
Charles Napier, will be found at length in the general's
posthumous work ; it marks the then Bombay government
with indelible disgrace. Its efforts to destroy him however
failed, his courage and talent are of a high order, and he will
yet prove a formidable foe to his persecutors : he has indeed
been found so already.

“ Miss Napier. July, Simla.—Time don’t jog on at all

. . 12
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you old 78! he gallops like a runaway horse! He jogs us
through, and ¥ wish he would jog me home, for here there
is no use for me. This place is very beautiful indeed ; but
the great height gives an oppressive feel in the chest,
and makes me draw a long breath every five minutes. The
mountains are steep, and covered with wood ; the clouds are
below us, flying in all directions, and oftentimes, as one sits
in a room, a cloud walks in as unconcernedly as a Christian,
ond then melts away, going I suppose down our throats, for
be wets beards and mustachios : apropos, mine are regaining
their wonted dignity and are worthy of my position. The
rains have at last set in here. Had they delayed another
week, famine would have fallen on the land, and in India
famines are said to be even more terrible than in Ireland..
Tell Lady €olchester, that India without Lord Ellenborough
is to me a ring of gold without its jewel. I have got his
writing desk, and at it I stand writing words that burn
for the Court of Directors: No! they do not burn, or the
hall of lead would melt.

“ There is a vast deal of work on my hands. You are
not a soldier, yet know enough of military things, and of
geography, to understand me. Borrow a large map of
India, and observe that I command more than 300,000
men, of whom some are placed at Peshawur, some in
Scinde, some at Madras, some at Calcutta, some in Arra-
can, some in Assam. What an immense expanse they
cover! Tt takes a regiment five months and a half to
march from Peshawur to Calcutta; and from Calcutta to
Assam four or five months more. I could not visit all
the posts of the army in less than a year. Now from each
I get returns of men, of public works, of health and
diseases, with moral complaints, petitions &c. and from
such distant countries some are very difficult to understand
sufficiently to.give orders. You recommend Gardiner’s
nephew. I know him, but, strange as it seems, I have
no patronage. Lord Hardinge raised eighteen new regi-
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ments, and did not give Lord Gough the disposal of a
single commission. Lord Dalhousie has raised ten, and
not a commission at my. disposal; indeed they were all
given away before I came. The governoxs-general keep
these things for themselves.

“ Lord Dalhousie, July 24.—Somewhere about 1800 men
are employed in the Punjaub as guards of honour to com-
missioners, and assistant commissioners, and over trea
suries: some of these guards are said to be 100 miles distant
from any station. This ought not to be. I do not speak
theoretically but from personal experience. I will not here
enter into the much-discussed question, whether the Sikhs
are good or bad, hostile or favourably disposed towards us,
I merely speak of them as a conquered people. So were
the Beloochees, and they were hostile in the extreme, yet I
gave no military guards to the collectors and sub-collectors,
nor to the minor treasuries : no guard in all Scinde was large
enough to have an officer upon it. My personal guard,
holding as I did the high ranks of governor, licutenant-
general and commander of the forces, was a corporal and
three privates. But when the government house was built,
at a distance from the cantonment,—a number of thieves
having been imported from Bombay, the premises being
also extensive, and my office in the house demanding a
night sentry,—my guard was, much against my, feeling,
increased to six men. In the return I giwe your lordship
the commissioners have sixteen, besides sergeants and cor-
porals, and plenty of officers on guard, European and
native.

““ The treasury at Kurrachee, which was immense, had
only a sergeant and twelve men; the treasurer himself
having however his bungalow close by, so that he and his
servants were at hand. The minor civil treasuries in the
country had no other guards than the police, and were kept
low by giving cash to merchants for bills on Kurrachee,
Hydrabad and Shikarpoor; also by sending money in by
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policemen, and in small sums : two or three mounted sowars
of the police were sufficient guard. I would have held my
administration as very feeble and ill-arranged if I required a
military guard for anything civil, unless some extraordinary
case arose, which however never did arise while I was in
Scinde : my whole force had always six nights in bed. A
man had seldom to mount guard above once a week, and
here, in some parts of India, I find the men have seldom
more than one night in bed : in some cases the guards are
mounted two nights in succession by the same men.

“ What is in the Punjaub I do not know, but such severe
duty is enough to destroy the discipline of an army, unless
on a campaign, where the strength of men is on the stretch
for a few months. I was not governor of Scinde a' month
when I had formed in all its details a police, which consisted
of 2400, cavalry and infantry, clothed and drilled alike,’
and spread all over the country. The cavalry, a sort of
gens d'armerie, connected the stations of the rural police,
-patrolling all over the country, and assembling to attack
robber bands, which were common at first, but soon taught
that Scinde was no place for them. This cavalry gave also
information to the captains of police as to what was going
on.

‘ These different police divisions were the real guard of
the civil power: they were under the command of the
magistrates, but commanded by their own officers, to
whom the magistrates applied,—and the police officers’
whole duty was to protect the civil power. Now if the
‘ board of administration’ in the Punjaub, had a body of
police like that of Scinde, only more numerous, say 8000,
the country would be kept in order without soldiers. To
form such a police would take ten days or a fortnight, but
it must be done skilfully, or it will do more harm than
good. The head of the police should be a man of high
rank, such as Colonel Penny, or Brigadier Wheeler, or
Lt.-Colonel Lawrence. But the great principle is that

.
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there should be no mixture of the military and ecivil
authorities : the latter should be able to execute all their
duties by their own force without any aid from the military ;
except in the one and only case of an insurrection! Then
the civil power of course ceases, and the military takes all
into its own hands: thus peace and war are kept distinct
and vigorous.

“ If the civil power is allowed to look to the military for
protection against robbers, and ordinary difficulties of go-
vernment in time of peace, it becomes weak and inefficient :
all its operations, from the highest to the lowest, become
loitering, careless and ¢contemptible, for there is no stimulus
to proper exertions. A military guard is seen at every town,
all seems secure, idleness pervades the civil power, neglect
of duty follows, and want of vigour becomes universal. The
same thing ensues with the troops. Discipline becomes
slack, officers on detachment are idle, soldiers insolent and
disobedient, guards do their duty slovenly, or not at all, and
the whole becomes weak and worthless. The conquered
population soon perceive this and take advantage when their
time comes. Meanwhile, the troops being at the call of the
civil power, the commander can have no system ; and when
a rising takes place, nothing like a proper distribution of
troops exists, and they are in a fair way to be overpowered
and destroyed.

“ Having a strong well-organized police, civil power is
complete in itself and every individual feels that his safety
depends on his own alertness and vigour: then his duties
are fulfilled, he has the habit of looking to himself for
success, and has no time to be idle and take his pleasure
while his work is done by underlings, who tyrannize and
drive the people to discontent. The military officers are
not one whit better. They leave all to their sergeants if
they are allowed to do so, and the troops are destroyed:
civil servants leave all to their clerks, and the people are
destroyed. Rendering the civil power dependent on the
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military for protection in ordinary cases, is of all evils the
greatest. I speak from nearly fifty years’ experience. I
saw it in Ireland in 1708, and again in 1803. I saw it
in the Ionian Islands. I saw it in the Northern District. I
saw it in Scinde. I saw it produce a war in the Punjaub ;
and I think your lordship’s determination to keep the two
powers of the Indian empire separate in the Punjaub will
prevent another, if anything can prevent it.

* The reports of the guards for the civil service, which I
have the honour to enclose, is a sufficient indication of the
danger of making the military subservient to the civil
power. We have an ill-considered and dangerous dispersion
of nearly eighteen hundred soldiers in a newly-conquered
country; one against which a commander must protest when
he discovers it, which I have done by accident! It is by
chance, from those under my command but by chance, I
learn where soldiers are posted by an extraneous authority,
not by mine! Instead of being posted by orders from the
commander in chief, in pursuance of orders from the go-
vernor-general, to whom, if he entertained any, he could
state his objections, they are posted by subordinates who
have neither the knowledge mnecessary nor the responsi-
bility! Should a sudden insurrection take place, those de-
tachments would be cut off, or would be serious embarrass-
ments to me in my operations for its suppression! These
isolated posts give a vast accession of strength to an enemy
in the first six months of an intestine war.

" But it may be said that magistrates and treasuries must
be defended : yes, but not by means more costly than magis-
trates and treasuries are worth! Primary objects must not
be sacrificed to secondary objects; neither were sacrificed
in Scinde, which was a parallel case. Now a magistrate
has his police, his numerous attendants; and neither he nor
they do their duty if they do not know all that passes
around them, and do not secure full time to take necessary
precautions. A single magistrate has plenty of means for
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escape ; a body of soldiers cannot elude an enemy with the
same ease. If conspiracy be discovered at work, a magis-
trate goes on a visit, a shooting party, a tour, and away he
flies: a detachment marching off gives an alarm, and is
attacked and probably destroyed. A police, dependent for
safety on their own alertness, look out: if they trust to sol-
diers they are careless, and so is the magistrate. I therefore
assert that the magistrate is more safe without a detachment
than with one, unless it be of such magnitude ag to hold its
own and take the field : but in that case the army would be
broken up altogether, and be destroyed by an enemy of less
ability and courage than have been evinced by the Sikhs.
“I have addressed your lordship tediously by this expla-
nation of my opinion, but risk being deemed prolix be-
cause I have zhrice seen misfortune arise in India by the
employment of gentlemen, popularly termed politicals : and
this state of the guards in the Punjaub furnishes an oppor-
tunity to say, that I believe our former and late disasters
may be traced, step by step, to the interference of these
gentlemen. I beg however distinctly to assure your lord-
ship, that no one can entertain a higher opinion than I do
of the zeal, energy, courage, and, in some cases of the
abilities exhibited by these politicals individually, both civil
and military. But the system placed them in a wrong
position, and their personal good qualities only tended to
increase difficulties and embarrass the commander in chief.
This is not paradoxical. The commander in chief has his
own general plan of operations, and so long as his officers
receive his orders and execute them he remains responsible
for success or failure: but certain of these officers are in-
vested with local powers, independent of the commander in
chief, and exercise that power over portions of the troops,
and the more ably, boldly, energetically they work locally,
the more they dislocate the commander’s general plan, and
risk the safety of the army.
~ “T well know that your lordship’s opinion concurs with
13
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mine; but I write to shew that this apparently trifling
matter of applying for guards, except formally to your
lordship, is the more dangerous because it is the beginning
of confusion. This makes me repeat, that in my opinion a
powerful police placed wholly at the command of the  board
of administration,” with which the commander in chief shall
have no concern, or right to interfere in any way, will be the
safest mode of proceeding in the Punjaub under the present
form of government, on which I do not presume to offer an
opinion. It must either have a force at its disposal, or apply
to me for the aid of troops: the first will give both the civil
and military powers strength in the Punjaub; the second
will render both weak.”

After a considerable time this proposition for a powerful
police was adopted for the Punjaub, and precisely after the
model of that in Scinde: and it is * the only good thing in
the Punjaub system of administration,” said a man well
informed on Indian matters generally, and particularly con-
versant with both Scinde and Punjaub affairs. “ It is the
only good thing in the administration, and was established
by men taken from Sir O. Napier's school; yet with quiet
effrontery it has been assumed as an original creation of the
Punjaub board of administration, and has been copied as
such in Bombay and Madras.” To give credit for anything
good to Charles Napier was treason against .the Court of
Directors.
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EIGHTEENTH EPOCH.

FIRST PERIOD.

EXTREMELY onerous now were the duties of the Indian
commander in chief. He had been sent out to lead armies,
to repair disasters, to strike in a war where every blow would
resound through the world: he found himself a reformer
contending with inveterate military abuses intimately con-
nected with worse abuses in the civil service, and therefore
sure to be supported as profitable mischief. It was a -
painful charge; but never did he evade vexations, or reject
labour attached to accepted duties. For him duty was a
sacred trust whatever might be its accompaniments of
suffering or enjoyment, of honours or enmity, life or death.
Like the bloodhorse, though capable of the greatest exer-
tions he refused no drudgery, however unworthy of his
spirit and powers ; and fortune had still in store one more
occasion for the display of useful greatness, one more bright
ray before the darkness of death. He had saved the Com-
pany’s empire in war; but war is a secondary danger for
India, and he was now to save it from the most formidable
of perils, mutiny amongst the native troops. He was also,
such was his fate, to be again repaid for his services with
the foulest enmity, the grossest injustice, and the most
scurrilous revilements of faction.

“Journal. August 1st, Simla.—Once more to keep a
journal! I left England in triumph over my infamous
enemies, but too miserable at leaving all I loved to feel that
triumph: I had however expressed my opinion of their
wretched characters. In May we reached Madras, where
my good and honest servant, Nichola Boisca, broke his leg ;
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he died of it at Calcutta and I erected a tomb over him.
He was an Illyrian by birth, entered the French army of
the empire, was wounded in Italy, disbanded at the peace,
and became a eourier. I found him at Nice in 1847; he
was clever and honourable, and a very valuable man : his
loss ‘cut down my spirits more than I can describe.

“ 1 assumed command of the four Indian armies the 7th
of May, and was sworn a member of the Supreme Council :
then my triumph was complete over my enemies in India
as it had been in England. On the 22nd I left Calcutta
and arrived the 16th of June at Simla, where I found
T.ord Dalhousie and Lord Gough, and from both received
every kindness. Heavy arrears of business compelled me
to labour fifteen hours a day, but finding my health giving
way about a fortnight ago, I resolved to walk an hour
every morning, and ride one hour and a half every evening;
but this long and weary journey has taught me again, that
Scinde has left me at sixty-eight only a shadow of strength !
Can I command in a campaign if one should come? Well,
welcome death if at the head of armies, for where could
it reach me better ? I command more than three hundred
thousand men. Would that my power over them was real,
and Asia should rise like a balloon out of her state of
tyranny, and men should be free. But these ideas are now
gilly; threescore and ten are mearly run, the grave awaits
me, and honest execution of my duties is but preparation
for that end. :

“ August 2nd.—Begun a letter to Lord Dalhousie, telling
him that if the army is not relieved from the oppression
of the civil power India is not safe. The habit is, that all
civil servants have guards of honour, and treasury guards,
and God knows what, till, when added to the military
guards and duties, the soldiers are completely knocked
up. Lately, a Captain Campbell, civil paymaster and of
course out of my jurisdiction, chooses to live six miles from
Wuzzeerabad, and a guard has to go to his house every
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day, for his honour and defence! I only discovered this yes-
terday, and he shall lose his guard ; but there are above two
thousand officers and men thus employed by these civil
servants and politicals. This shall not go on if I can stop
it, and Lord Dalhousie is well disposed to help me: he
seems a good fellow and sharp, but I doubt his abilities
being equal to the ruling of this vast empire.

“We have the Nizam with eight millions of subjects on
the south, and the Southern Mahrattas ready to join him;
on the east the kingdom of Ava close on our frontier, and
Calcutta without defence, seeing that all our troops are
in the North-West Provinces and the Punjaub. On the
north lies Nepaul, close upon the Ganges; and then the
Punjaub, which they are governing so badly. Scinde also,
where that * * * % Willoughby has overthrown, systemati-
cally, everything I did! He has swept away my whole
system of administering justice, and instead of my military
commissioners he has, I hear, made the rascally kardars
magistrates, and of course justice is sold : the police native
officers are also made magistrates ! men employed as thieves
to catch thieves! The two most powerful clan chiefs, the
Jam of the Jokeas and Wullee Chandia, have both been
insulted ; in short all write to me to say Scinde is going
to ruin: this is hard!

“ August 6th.—I am working myself to death here, and
‘what fame awaits me ? None! I work because it is honest
to earn my pay, but work is disagreeable in the extreme,
hateful. Were I to remain five years I might do some
good to this noble army; but for the short time I am
to be here nothing can be done, at least nothing worth the
loss of health and happiness: never however did I know
either, except when working in a garden, or in Cephalonia,
making roads and doing good. .

“ 10th.—This is my birthday, and Richard's was on the
7th: we are both sinking below the horizon, and oblivion
comes on apace. I have just heard of the death of my
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friend Charles Curling, at Hydrabad—an honourable good
man as ever lived, all those Curlings are: his glass has
run, he is at peace and without a care! Plenty of other
anxieties. No mail, and it is many days beyond its time.
I fear for the safety of the ship in which my precious child
Susan is coming out. Her husband is very uncomfortable,
and we are afraid to tell each other the horrible thoughts
that force themselves on our minds.

“11th.—No mail! I cannot dwell on this, I must
think of my work. Every arrangement for the arrival of
the 87th and 75th Regiments at Calcutta, was made by me,
and for getting those fresh regiments at once to the N.W.
provinces; all have been upset by the civil government!
My object was that two acclimated regiments should be
at Dum Dum, where they are healthy, and the gin-shops
known to their officers, who could thus control the evil.
The Calcutta government have sent them up the country
and crowded a whole regiment into barracks, where I had
arranged for only a wing; and it has kept the 75th at
Fort William, where the greatest part will be immediately
in hospital, and numbers will die. All this is because
my friend Sir John Littler has been foolish. He has more
work than he can do, and has probably left this to his
staff. Mark! I am commander in chief, yet I dare not
interfere, because the lieutenant-governor of Bengal is my
superior! He is governor-general within the precincts of
Bengal, and I can only pray that my arrangements may
not be disturbed! This is being commander in chief! I
will not stay.

‘“ Another sample. The politicals who govern the Pun-
Jjaub sent me word, that if two companies were sent to guard
their small under-political and his treasure at Batalu, that a
palace there would amply ‘ accommodate the civil and mili-
tary authorities, the treasure, and two companies of regular
infantry ;* at the same time they persuaded Sir W. Gilbert to
send two companies. Thinking they were in a palace, and
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being reluctant to move the poor fellows back to Govind
Ghur in this tremendous heat, I did not counter-order this,
when, lo! the officer writes to me that they have no room, are
in miserable tents and exposed to the raging unbearable sun,
and that the political, the little fellow at Batalu, says, there
is no accommodation for them! Order them back says
common sense. I cannot gentle sir. I am commander in
chief of the Indian army, but I cannot order & man to move,
I must write a letter to one secretary, who writes to another,
who addresses a third, who asks the governor-general’s leave
for the commander in chief to move the companies back
again from Batalu : the house that Jack built is a joke to it!
The commander of 800,000 men can't move two companies
out of danger without leave of the civil power! I will not
stay in India.

“ 18th.—Here is a fresh proof of folly. The engineer
department is nominally under the commander in chief. I
find public works going on in the Punjaub, India Proper,
Arracan and Assam. I read the reports of progress, and
suddenly find ‘ works stopped * by order of the civil govern-
ment, not sent through me but direct to the engineer. I
begun by bringing the engineers to their bearings for slow
work, but soon found my command was only nominal! I
do not think Lord Dalbousie has the vigour, though he has
the will, to put things right : he is a clever man, but not able
to rule such an empire. Glad I am now that Lord Ellen-
borough was recalled, for I should never have gone back to
England had he remained. I could never have left him, and
could under him have done much good. The Punjaub
would now have been like Scinde, for he designed to govern
it himself. The Bombay wretches have done away now with
my canal establishment in Scinde; everything there is being
destroyed, step by step, and systematically by Willoughby.
The garden of Kurrachee; the system of justice; the camel
corps; the barracks stopped ; the great mole; the commerce
steamers abolished; the canal administration; the annual
pay to Wullee Chandia for his 60 sowars—and then moon-
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shed ruined by the foulest persecution! Well one must
bear these things, for there is no remedy.

‘ 15th. — Napoleon’s birthday, it has brought me good
news: my child and her little Kate are all safe at Calcutta.
I am quite tired of this command; no power, no power,
and great responsibility. This is a silly game to play, and
I will not remain at the table. Lord Dalhousie tries to do
right, but cannot; it is not always that he catches my views,
and his own are not great ones: he is quick and catches
up small things, but has no great general views, and his
mind cannot grasp them. Hardinge was more able, more
experienced : yet Lord D. will do best in the long run.

 August 22nd.—More samples of the system. The bread
and meat bad at Umballa, because the military board put
the whole contracts up to auction, and at such a price that
the contractors cannot keep their contracts. Punish them
and get others! yes, and forfeit the food until better is
found, letting the soldier starve! In a large town, where
better food may be got in an hour, this will do; but here
time must be lost, and the patients in hospital cannot wait
without great suffering. Dr. H—— says this so often hap-
pens as to injure patients severely. I have no power, the
military board is the real commander in chief, and a very
bad one.

“29th.—1I have just written a letter to a brave old soldier,
Mahomet Buckshee, a rissaldar of the 6th irregular cavalry.
He was the companion of my friend Salter, and at Ooch,
charging with him, slew a man who was holding Salter
hard. I gave him a sword and wrote him a letter for his
conduct in that campaign of 1845: he lost his letter lately
by robbers and asked me for another. I daily see the pride
and affection of my old comrades amongst the natives, and
it is more gratifying to me than anything else. Lately the
12th native infantry, which fought so well at Meeanee,
on hearing of my arrival in India, asked their officers to
write a letter to me in the name of all the soldiers to con-
gratulate me: I could do anything I like with these natives.
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Our officers generally do not know how to deal with them ;
they have not, with some exceptions, the natural turn and
soldierlike feelings necessary to dealing with them. Well,
it matters little to me, India and I will soon be separate, I
see the system will not last fifty years. The moment these
brave and able natives learn how to combine they will rush
on us simultaneously and the game will be up. A bad com-
mander in chief and a bad governor general will clench the
business; and a good commander in chief cannot be had
under the present system. A good governor-general may,
but he must also have a.good commander in chief.

“ Hardinge saved India at Feroshashur by his great firm-
ness and courage, and earned his honours well ; but he was
unequal to the whole campaign, and failed as a statesman.
Every one who knows Lord Gough must love the brave old
warrior, who is all honour and nobleness of heart, and
worthy of being ennobled for his virtue and goodness: were
his military genius as great as his heart the duke would be
nothing in comparison.

“War is a dreadful trade, but one looks back with plea-
sure to the exciting scenes of past campaigns, and loves the
company of those who served with us. Turenne was a for-
tunate man. Wolfe, Moore, and Abercrombie, were not so,
they were killed in their first victories; they did not live to
feel the confidence victory excites in the troops. The feel-
ing, that, when battle comes on like a storm thousands of
brave men are rushing to meet it confident in your skill to
direct them, is indescribable ; it is greater than the feeling of
gladness after victory; far greater indeed, for the danger
being then over, and brave men lying scattered about dead
or dying, the spirit is sad. Oh! there is no pleasure after
a battle beyond rejoicing that we have escaped being slain.
But when the columns bear upon an enemy as the line of
battle forms, as it moves majestically onwards to conquer
or die, as the booming of the cannon rolls loud and long,
amidst pealing shouts and musquetry, then a man feels able
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for his work and confident in his gifts, and his movements
tell upon the enemy. There is no feeling to equal that
exultation, which makes men seek to become conquerors if
religion does not aid reason to hold it in check: but ‘all
s vanity!’ However old Solomon had a merry life, a
merry rather than a virtuous one, despite of all his wisdom,
and if the proverbs are really his he was very wise.

“ September 3rd.—A marked day this in my life as well
as in old Noll's. Seven years of strange life have I had _
in the East. I quitted it once and was received with honours
and banquets in England ; and in Ireland, dear old Ireland,
with glory. Woell, no sooner were pudding and my just cas-
tigation of the Hogg over than war again broke out in the
Punjaub. My prophecy that it would was given in speeches,
in letters, in conversation, two years before; it was quoted,
repeated, contradicted, and believed, and turned out true to
the letter. Then India, civil and military, called for me, and
when some disastrous work ensued the cry reached England.
I had previously called the directors ugly names in public,
and maintained the assertion; the pill was bitter for them,
but they were compelled to swallow it and appoint me one of
their Supreme Council. Lord John Russell, in concert with
them, wanted to do me out of that honour: this was made
clear at an interview with his lordship. He was shy and not
explicit, I was explicit and not shy, and spoke with such
vehemence as to settle the matter at once—for jumping to
my feet and extending my clenched hand, I said, Look Aere
Lord Jokn ! If they can’t find a precedent for my going
out with a seat I will, by God, find one for a commander
in chief not going out when offered the situation. Oh,
said he, they will, I am sure, find one. My lord I do not
care whether they do or not, but to India I will not go with-
out a seat in council. They found their precedent, England
was vociferous; Chillianwallah had set up as well as spilt
John Bull's blood, and have me he would.

“Had the Court of Directors refused, I wish it had,
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parliament would have forced it, for many members were
prepared to move in the matter, and I could not walk the
streets of London without being followed. When my wife
and I stopped our carriage at any shop crowds waited on
me and cheered. Lord Brougham wrote to me, that he had
never seen or read of such a sensation in a whole country, or
such a feeling through all ranks as' I had caused. Well I
had my dinner at the London Tavern, and very grand it was
too—not like that of Dublin though, not like that to me!
I sat between-the Duke of Wellington and the chairman,
General Lushington. I had been sworn in and made my
speech, and laughed in my sleeve while speaking to the
twenty-four directors at that table! The duke spoke long.
He said, ‘ he had dined at that table to take leave of gover-
nors-general, of governors, and of commanders in chief, but
he had never been at any dinner there which gave him so
much pleasure as that had.” These were his words, but the
* reporters, the directors of course, put in every paper ‘ which
gave him more pleasure:’ but his ¢ 80 much pleasure’ was
given emphatically, and the misreport was  no mistake !’ 1
then left England to be commander in chief, and a very low-
bred, miserable, sneaking, toad-eating postitis: I am not
commander. I will not quarrel if possible with this gover-
nor-general ; but he is sickly, and they have mistaken their
man : he is not equal to the ruling of this mighty empire.

* September 5th.—My nephew William was nearly killed
two hours ago : his horse was kicked by another over a pre-
cipice, 27 feet perpendicularly, yet neither are the least hurt!
The horse who kicked him grazed his knee so as to leave &
mark ; had he struck full the knee must have been smashed :
more luck still; he fell on the hard road below on his head !
How wonderful his escape: he must be hanged I fear.

‘ September 9th. — A moral fight with the governor-
general. I thought the preservation of the camel corps had
been promised to me, but letters from Fitzgerald told me it
was to be broken up: astonished at this, I wrote to the
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governor-general, who thus answered. Oh! I thought you
only wanted the camels; the Bombay government dismissed
all the men months ago. I replied to this nonsense by send-
ing him his own general order, and that of Bombay, ordering
them to be broken up on the 15th!! Oh! he had not seen
it. There is some trick about this. Old Fadladeen Benson
leads him, I suspect, by the nose, and is his great military
adviser. I had explained to Lord Dalhousie the use and
value and economy of the camel corps, and that instead of
opposing the Bombay governor's bad proceedings he was
going with them. This he does not understand I think yet.
Moreover he is afraid of that government: he is quite unequal
to the good government of this vast empire—quick and clear
but of no calibre. Hardinge as a soldier knew and made
some military arrangements; this young man not only
makes none himself, but fears to let me do so: he is terrified
by the idea that my design is to encroach on his powers,
which makes me laugh.

“I do not want to encroach on him, but he shall not
make me responsible for his own bad arrangements. I like
him, he is seemingly a good fellow, but he has no head for
governing this empire and drawing forth all its wondrous
resources! What the koh-i-noor is among diamonds India
is among nations. Were I emperor of India for twelve
years, she should be traversed by railroads, and have her
rivers bridged, her seat of government at Delhi, or Meerut,
or Simla, or Allahabad. Her three armies should occupy
three camps, one at Delhi or Meerut, one in Scinde, and
one on the Barrumpootra—each 50,000 strong. Nao Indian
prince should exist. The Nizam should be no more heard
of, Nepaul would be ours, and an ague fit should become
the courtly, imperial sickness at Constantinople, while the
Emperor of Russia, and he of China should never get their
pulses below 100!

“ As to my treasury, it should be full of gold, accumu-
lated by economy, such as no government but that of the
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great king of Prussia ever exhibited. The grandeur of the
East should be in its power, its mighty power ; in its armies
and its justice; in its strength for making terrible war, and
in its long peace; for who dare make war on such a land
when happy and well cultivated, with commerce, good roads
and railroads, and canals; when its government was just and
protective of the poor, having & strong police, taxes of little
weight, a full treasury, and 150,000 strong soldiers well
drilled, and trained in great standing camps for the protec-
tion of all? Who? Isay! None. In twelve years of my
reign there should not be a war, not a shot fired, except to
put down Nepaul and the Nizam, both small affairs for a
few winter months. There would be but one difficulty in
all this, a very great one, but not insuperable : the destruc-
tion of corruption, that demon of the East. It would be
the greatest, the noblest, but by far the most difficult to
overcome of all obstacles: yet justice would do the job.

*September 21st.—Dined with Lord Gough : he is a most
amiable noble-hearted man. It is impessible to remain
here. I ordered a barrack, from which a sick corps had
been withdrawn, to be cleansed and repaired as another
regiment was to occupy it. The executive engineer cannot
obey my orders until he has the leave of the military board;
and that board applies to the governor-general, who grants
or refuses, and the decision travels back to me in due time!
I wanted the Cawnpore barracks to be vacated, and ordered
the troops to Agra on the 7th of August. My order to
have the Cawnpore barracks put in order was of moment,
they being uninhabitable, and the 87th Regiment being on
the river, coming to them: nothing was done. The engineer
reported to the military board, and on the 28th of August a
letter comes from it, to say the governor-general has com-
plied with my wishes! that is he has told the board it may
give authority for commencing the works.

“ September 28rd.—Just seen Sheik Ali Hussein, who
was Ali Moorad's minister in Scinde. The sheik is a clever
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chap; not the personification of honesty perhaps, but true
as steel to his own bread and butter. He quarrelled with
Ali Moorad, entered Moolraj's service, and became his minis-
ter. Had Moolraj opposed me in the first Punjaub war my
advantage would have been surprizing ; but Lord Hardinge
thought Mooltan better in Moolraj's hands than in mine,
and all sorts of fine things resulted from the bright plan
concocted by him and Doodle Currie. The sheik tells me
how ill Major Edwardes used him; the major being preju-
diced by the patans, which was very natural. The sheik
was tried and honourably acquitted. He says Goolab
Sing’s army is bad, but he has immense treasures, numerous
forts, and quantities of guns. This corroborates another of
my informers’ story; but the having taken no pains with
his army leads me to think he will not quarrel with us,
unless ill-used, or violently tempted by some egregious folly
on our part.

“The sheik also, corroborating other information, says
Goolab’s nephew is his bitter enemy, and the more so be-
cause of the alliance with us. I cannot make out Goolab’s
age, but it is the wrong side of sixty. The son of Emaum-
00-Deen is also his enemy; and, in a row, if we do not
affront this man he will raise all the hill-men of Cashmere
in our favour.

‘ September 26th.—A brave native gentleman, who dis-
tinguished himself in our service during the Affghan war, has
written to ask my leave to accompany me on my military
tour. I think that I cannot take him wit