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THE

NAVAL AND MILITARY

HI STORY
OF THE

WARS OF ENGLAND.

Of theWars of England during theReign
OF George III.

*" IT "yE have feen that, by the definitive trenfy of
\ /\ / peace concluded at Paris, between Great

T Britain, France, and Spain, in the year 1763,
theEnglifli ceded to the French feveral iflandswhich they

had taken From them in the Weft-Indies, but were con-

firmed in the pofTeflion of all North America on this

fide the Miffiffippi, except the ifland of Orleans. But
this war, however brilliant the fuccelTes and glorious

the event, proved th© caufe of great and unexpeQed-
misfortunes to Great Britain. Engaged with the com-
bined powers of France and Spain during feveral

years, her exertions were furprifing, and her expenfe

immenfe. To difcharge the debts of the nation, the

parliament was obliged to have recourfe to new expe-

dients for raifing money. Previous to the laft treaty

in 176^3, the parliament had been fatisfied to raile a

revenue from the American colonies by a monopoly
of their trade.

It will be proper there to obferve, that there were
four kinds of government eftabliflied in the Britilh

American colonics. The firft was a charter govern-

A 2 . ment.
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mentj by which the powers of legiflation were veiled

in a governor, council, and affembly, chofen by the

people: of this kind were the governments of Con-
nefticut and Rhode ifland. The fecond was a pro-

prietary government, in which the proprietor of the

province was governor; although he generally refided

abroad, and adminiftered the government by a deputy

of his own appointment; the aflembly only being cbo-

fenby thepeople: fuchwere the governments of Penn-
fylvania and Maryland, and originally of New Jerfey

and Carolina. The third kind was that of royal go-

vernment, where the governor and council were ap-

pointed by the crown, and thealTembly by the people:

of this kind were the governments oFNew Hampfliire,

New York, New Jerfey (after the year 1 702, j Virginia,

the Carolinas after the refignation of the proprietors

in 1 728, and Georgia. The fourth kind was that of

Maflachufett's, which differed from all the reft. The
governor was appointed by the king; fo far it was a

royal government; but the members of the council

were elefted by the reprefentatives of the people. The
governor, however, had a right to negative a certain

number, but not to fill up vacancies thus occafioned.

This variety of governments created different de-

grees of dependence on the crown. In the royal go-

vernment, to render a law valid, it was conftitutionally

required that it fhould be ratified by the king; but

the charter governments were empowered to ena6l

laws, and no ratification by the kiag was neceffary.

It was only required that fuch laws fhould not be con-

trary to the laws of England. The charter of Con-
nefticut was exprefs to this purpofc.

Such was the ftate of the Britilh colonies at the

conclufion of the war in 1763. Their flourifhing

condition at this time was remarkable and ffriking:

their trade had profpered in the midft of all the diffi-

culties and diitrelfes of a war in which they were fo

nearly a»»d fo immediately concerned. Their popu-

lation
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lation continued on the incrcafc, notuiihflanding the

ravages and depredations tliat had been lb fiercely car-

ried on by the French, and llic native Indians in their

alliance. They abounided with Ipirited and atlive in-

dividuals of all denominations. They were flnfhed

wiih the unconnnon prolpcrity that had attended them

in their commercial affairs and military tran(a6tions.

Hence they were ready for all kind of undertakings,

and faw no limits to their hopes and e.\pe8ations.

Their improvements in the necefiary and ufeful

arts did honour to their indullry and ingenuity.

Though they did not live in the luxury of Europe,

they had all the folid and I'ubdantial enjoyments of

life, and were not unacquainted with many of its ele-

gancies and refinements, A circumftance much to

their praife is, that, notwiihflanding their peculiar ad-

diction to thofe occupations of which lucre is the fole

objeQ, they were duly attentive to cultivate the field

of learning; and they have ever fince their firfl foun-

dation been particularly careful to provide for the

education of the rifing progeny. Their vafl aug-

mentation of internal trade and external commerce,
was not merely owing to their pofition and facility of

communication with other parts; it arofe alfo from
their natural turn and temper, full of fchcmes and
projefts; ever aiming at new difcoveries, and conti-

nually employed in the fearch of means of improving
their condition. Their induflry carried them into

every quarter from whence profit could be derived.

There was fcarcely any port of the American hemif-

phere to which they had not extended their navigation.

They were continually exploring new fources of
trade, and were found in every fpot where bufinefs

Gould be tranfatkd. To this cxtenfive and incetfant

application to commerce, they added an equal vigi-

lance in the adminiftration of their affairs at home.
Whatever could conduce 10 the amelioration of the

foil they puirelTed, to the progrei's of agriculture, or to

the
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the improvement of their domeftic circumllarrces, was
attended to with fo much labour and care, that it may-

be Itriftly faid, that nature had given them nothing of
which they did not make the moft. In the midit of
thi.s folicitude and toil in mattt rs of bufmefs, the affairs

of government were conducted with a Iteadinefs, pru-

dence, and adivity, feldoni experienced, and never ex-

ceeded, in the beit-regulated countries of Europe.

At the beginning of the war with France, commif-
fioners from many of the colonies had aflcmbled at

Albany, and propofed that a great council flunild be

formed by deputies from the feveral colonies, w hich,

with a general governor to be appointed by the crown,

fhould be empowered to take meafures for the com-
mon fafety, and to raife money for the execution of

their deligns. This propofal was not reliflied by

the Britifh miniftry; but, in place of this plan, it was

propofed, that the governors of the colonies, with one

or two of their council, fhould affemble and concert

meafures for the general defence; ereft forts, levy

troops, and draw on the treafury of England for the

monies that fhould be wanted; but the treafury to be

reimburfed by a tax on the colonies, to be laid by the

Britifh parliament. To this plan, which would imply

an avowal of the right of parliament to tax the colo-

nies, the provincial affemblies obje6led with unfhaken

firmneis. Hence it feems that the Britifh parliament,

even before the war, had it in contemplation to exer-

cife the right of taxing the colonies, without permit-

ting them to be reprefented. The colonies, however,

with an uncommon forelight and firmnefs, defeated

thefe attempts, and the war was carried on by requifi-

tions on the colonies for fupplies of men and money,

or by voluntary contributions.

But no fooner was peace concluded, than the Eng-

lifii parliament refumed the fcheme of taxing Amer-

ca; and, in March, 1764, a bill was pafled, by which

dunes were laid oii^oods imported by the colonifts

from
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from fach WcR-India iflands as did not belong to

Great Britain; at the fame time that thcfc ciuiics were

to be paid into the exchequer in Ipecie: and, in the

fame fellion, another bill was (Vanicd to reltrain the

currency ot paper-money in the colonics themfelves.

Thefe ads, coming fo clofe upon eacii other, ihrew the

whole colonies into the uimoit terment. Vehement
remonltrances were made to the minidry, and every

argument made ule of that realon 01 ingenuity could

fuggelt, but to no purpofe. The Americans, thus

finding all arguments vain, united in an agreement to

import no more of the manufadures of Great Britain,

but to encourage to their uimoll of the power every

thing of that kind among themfelves. Previous to

this, indeed, feveral regulations were pafled in favour

of the commerce of the colonies; but ihty had now-

imbibed fuch unfavourable fentiments of ihe Britilh

miniltry, that they paid very little regard to any thing

pretended to be done in their favour; or, if thel'e a8.s

made any favourable imprefilion, it was quickly obli-

terated by the news of the ftamp-acl. The rcalon gi-

ven for tt'is ad, fo exceedingly obnoxious, v as, that

a fum might be laifed fufhcient for the defence of the

colonies againft a foreign enemy; but this pretence
was lo far from giving any fatisfadion to the Ameri-
cans, that it excited their indignation to the utmoli de-

gree. They not on^y afferted that tney were abund-
antly able to defend themfelves againll any foreign

enemy, but denied that England had any right to tax

them at all, unlefs they were allowed the privilege of
fending reprcfentaiives to the Bntifli parlianient.

It \\c)uld be fuperfluouN to enter into any of the ar-

guments ufed by the contending parties on this import-
ant occafion. The ilamp-ad, after a violent oppo-
fition, was pafTed, and its reception in America was
luch as might have been exp^ ded. The news, and
thea6i: !tfLlf,fir(t arrived at I;(){tv)n, where the heilswere
muflled and rung a funeral peal. The ad was hrft

hawked
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hawked about the ftreets with a death's head affixed to

it, and ftyled the " Folly of England, and the ruin of
America;" and afterwards publicly burnt by the en-

raged pc^pulace. The ftamps thcmfelves were leized

upon and deltroyed; thofe who were to receive the

ftamp-duties were compelled to rehgn their offices;

and luch of the Americans as fided with government
had their houfes plundered and burnt.

It was now found abfoluteiy necefTary either to

yield to the Americans, by repealing the obnoxious
itatutes, or to enforce them by arms. The ferment

had diffufed itfelf univerfally throughout the colonies.

Non-importation agreements were every where enter-

ed into; and it was even refolvedto prevent the fale

of any more Britifh goods after the prefent year. Ame-
rican manufaftures, though dearer, as well as inferior

in quality to the Briiiffi, were univerfally preferred.

An affociation was entered into againft eating of lamb,

in order to promote the growth of wool ; and the la-

'dies wiih cheerfulnefs agreed to renounce the ufe of

every fpecies of ornament mariufatlured in Britain.

Such a general and alarming confederacy determined

the minillry to repeal fome of the mod obnoxious fla-

tutes; and to this they were the more inclined by a

petition from the firit American congrefs, held at New
York in 06lober 1765.

The flamp-atl was therefore repealed, to the uni-

verfal joy of the Americans, and indeed to the gene-

ral fatisfaclion of the Englifii, whofe manufaftures had

begun to fuffer very Jeverely in confequence of the

American affociation againll them. The rainiftry

were confcious, that, in repealing this obnoxious a6t,

they yielded to the Americans; and therefore, to fup-

port, as they thought, the dignity of Great Britain, it

wasjudged proper to publilh a declaratory bill, fetting

forth the authority of the mother-country over her

colonies, and her power to bind them by laws and fta-

tutes in all cafes whatever. This much diminifhed the

joy
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joy with which the repeal of ilie (tamp-a6l was received

in America. It was conhdered as a proper rcafon to

enforce any claims equally prejudicial with the Itamp-

a6t, which might hereafier be let up; a fpirit of )ea-

ioufy pervaded the whole continent, and a (Irong party

was formed, watchful on every occafion to gu-ird

againil the fuppofed encroachments of the Britifh

power.

It was notlong beforean occafion offered, in which
the Americans manifcfted a fpirit of abfolute indepen-

dency; and that, inftead of being bound by the Englifh

legiflature in all cafesj they would not be controuled

by it in the mod trivial affairs. The Rockingham
miniflry had paffed an aft, providing the troops (tati-

oned in different parts of the colonies with fuch ac-

commodations as were necefTary for them. The af-

fcmbly of New York, however, took upon them to

alter the mode of execution prefcribed by the a6l of
parliament, and to fubftitute one of their own. This
gave great offence to the new miniflry, and rendered
them, though compofed of thofe who had been atlive

againfl the flamp-bill, lefs favourable to the colonies

than in all probability they would have otherwife been.

An unlucky circumllance at the fam.e time occurred,
which threw every thing once more into confufion.

One of the new miniflry, Mr. Charles Town fend, ha-

ving declared that he could find a way of taxing the

Americans without giving them offence, was called

upon to propofe his plan. This was by impofing a
duty upon tea, paper, painters' colours, and glafs, im-
ported into America. The undutiful behaviour of
the New York affembly, and that of Boflon, v^^hich

had proceeded in a fimilar manner, caufed this bill to

meet with lefs oppofuion than it otherwife might have
done. As a punifhment to the refraftory affemblies,

the legiflative power was taken from that of New York,
until it fliould fully comply with the terms of the atl.

That of Boflon at laft fubmitted with reluQaiice. The
Vol. VII. No. 131. B bill
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bill for the new taxes was quickly pafTed, and fent to

America in 1768.

A ferment much greater than that occafioned' by
the flamp-atl; now took place, which was farther aug-
mented by the news that a number of troops had been
ordered to repair to Bofton, to keep the inhabitants in

awe. A dreadful alarm pervaded the whole town:
and the people called on the governor to convene a
general affembly, in order to remove their fears oF the

military; who they faid were to be affembled to over-

throw their liberties, and force obedience to laws to

which they were entirely averfe. The governor re-

plied, that it was no longer in his power to call an af-

fembly; having in his lad inllruBions from Englandj

being required to wait the king's orders, the matter

being then under confideration at home. Being thus

refufed, the people took upon themfelves the formation

of an aifembly, which they called a Convention. The
proceedings and refolutions of this were conformable
to their former behaviour; but now they went a flep

farther, and, under pretence of an approaching rup

ture with France, ordered the inhabitants to put them-

felves in a pofture of defence againft any fudden at-

tack of an enemy ; and circular letters were direded

to all the towns in the province, acquainting them with

the refolutions that had been taken in the capital, and
exhorting them to proceed in the fame manner. The
town of Hatfield alone refufed its concurrence; but

this ferved only to expofe it to the cenfure and con-

tempt of the rell. The convention thought proper to.

affure the governor of their pacific intentions, and re- -

newed their requell that an affembly might be called;

but being refufed any audience, and threatened with

being treated as rebels, they at laft thought proper to

diffolve of themfelves, and lent over to England a cir-

cumftantial account of their proceeedings, with the

reafon of their having affembled in the manner already

mentioned,

The
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Theexpe6lecl troops arrived at Bolton on the very

clay on which the convention broke up, and had fome

houfes in the town prepared lor their reception. Their

arrival had aconliderable inllucnceon the people, and

for lomc time fecnicd to put an end to the diflur-

bances; but the feeds of dilcord had taken fuch deep

root, that it was iinpoflible todeltroy them. The late

fpirited behaviour in Bodon had ojven ti.egreateft of-

fence in England; and, notwithftanding all the efforts

of oppofition, an addrefs from both houlcs of parlia-

ment was prefenied to the king; in which the daring

behaviour of the colony of MdflachuHtt's bay was

circumrtantially fet forth, and the molt vigorous mea*
fures recommended for reducing them to obedience.

The Americans, however, continued (teadfaft in the

ideas they had adopted. 'I'hough the troops had lor

fome time quieted the difturbances, yet the calm con-

tinued no longer than they appeared refpedable on
account of their number; but, as loon as this was di-

minifhed by the departure ot" a large detachment, the

remainder were treated with contempt, and it was
even refolved to expel' them altogether. The coun-
try people took up arins for this purpofe, and were
to have affilted their friends in Bolton; but, be ore

the plot could be put in execution, an event happened
which put an end tO every idea of reconciliation be-
twixt the contending parties.

On the 5th of March 1770, a fcuffle happened be-
tween fome I'oldiers and a party of the town's people.

The foldiers, while under arms, were prefled Upon,
infultcd, and pelted, by a mob, armed with clubs,
{ticks, and fnow-halLs covering (tones ; they were alfo
dared to fire. In this fituation, one of the foldiers,

who had received a blow, m refentment fired ai the
fuppofed aggrelfor. This was followed by a lingle

dil'^harge from fix others; fo that three of the inhabi-
tants were killcfi, and hve dangeroufly wounded. The
town was immediately in commotion; and fuch was

B 2 the
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the temper, force, and number, of the inhabitants, ih'aZ

nothing but an engagement to remove the troops out
oftlie town, together with the advice of moderate men,
prevented the townfmen from falling on the foldiers.

The killed were buried in one vault, and in a moft
rerpeftful manner, in order to exprefs the indignation

of the inhabitants at the flaughter of their brethren, by
foldiers quartered among them, in violation of their

civil liberties. Captain Prefton, who commanded the

party which fired on the inhabitants, was committed to

jail, and afterwards tried; but the captain, and fix of
the men, were acquitted, and two only brought in

guilty oF man-flaughter ; for it appeared on the trial,

that the foldiers were infulted, threatened, and pelted,

before they fired : and it was alfo proved, that only

feven guns were fired by the eight prifoners; iheih

circumltances, therefore, induced the jury to make a

favourable verdift. The refult of the trial reflefted

great honour on John Adams, and Jofiah Quincey,

Efqrs. the counfel for the prifoners; and alfo on the

integrity of the jury, who ventured to give an upright

verdiB, in defiance of popular opinions. The confe-

quences of this tragical event funk deep into the minds

of the- people, and were made fubfervient to important

purpofes. The anniverfaiy of it was obferved with

great folemnity for thirteen years, when eloquent ora-

tors were fucceffively employed to deliver an annual

oration, to preferve the remembrance of it frefh in

their minds. On thefe occafions the bleffings of li-

berty, the horrors of flavery, the dangers of a ftanding

army, the rights of the colonies, and a variety of fuch

topics, were reprefented to the public view under their

moft pleafing and alarming forms. Thcfe annual ora-

tions adminillered fuel to the fire of liberty, and kept

it burning with anincefiant flame.

The determination of the Americans now continu-

ed, if pofiible, more firm than ever, until at laft go-

vernment, refolved to a£t with vigour, and at the

fame
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fame time to behave ^vilh as much conderccnfion as

pofTible, repealed all the duties lately laid on, that of

tea alone excepted. This was left on purpofe to

maintain the dignity of the crown of England; and it

was thouglit that it could not be produtlive of any

difcontent in America, as being an affair of very liitle

moment, the produce of which was not expetted to

exceed i6,oool. The oppofiiion, however, were

Ilrenuous in their endeavours to get this tax likewife

abrogated; infilling, that the Americans would confi-

dcr it only as an inlet to oihers ; and that the repeal of

all the reft, without this, would anfwer no good pur-

pofe. The event fliewed that their opinion was well

founded. The Americans oppofed the tea- lax with

the fame violence as they had done all the reft : and,

at laft, on the news that falarics had been fettled on
the juliices of the fuperior courtof Bofton, the gover-

nor was addrcflcd on the fubjctt; the meafure was
condemned in the (trongeft terms; and a committee

felcctcd out of the fcveral diftriQs of the colony ap-

pointed to enquire into it.

The new affembly proceeded in the mofl formal

manner to difavow the fupremacy of the Britifh legif.

lature; and accufed the parliament of Britain of hav-

ing violated the natural rights of the Americans in a
number of inftances. Copies of the tranfaftions of
this affembly were tranfmitted to every town in Maffa-
chufett, exhorting the inhabitants to roufe themfelves,

and exert every nerve in oppofition to the iron hand
of opprefTion, which was daily tearing the choiceft

fruits from the fair tree of liberty. The diflurbances

were alfo greatly heightened by an accidental difco-

very that Mr. Hutchinfon, governor of Maffachufelt's

bay, had written feveral confidential letters to people
in power in England, complaining of the behaviour of
the province, recommending vii^orous meafures
againft them, and, among other things, afferting, (hat
** there muft be an abridgment of what is called Briiifh

liberty."
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liberty." Letters of this kind had fome how or other

fallen into the hands of the agent for the colony at

London. They were immediately tranfmilted to Bof-

ton, where the affembly was fitting, by whom they

were laid before their governor, who was thus redu-

ced to a very mortifying (ituaiion. Lohng every idea

of refpc6l or fricnddiip for him as their governor,

they initantly difpatched a petition to the king, requell-

ing him to remove the governor and deputy-governor

from their places; but to this ihey not only received

no favourable anfwer, but the petition itielf was de-

clared groundlefs and fcandalous.

Matters were now lipe for the' utmoft extremities

on the part of the Americans; and they were brought

on in the following m.anner: Though the colunilts

had entered into a non importation agreement againd

tea as well as all other commodities from Britain, it

had neverthtlcfs found its way into America, though

in fmalier quantities than before. This was fenfib-ly

felt by the Ealt-India company, who had now agreed

to pay a large fum annually to government; in recom-

pence fur which compliance, and to make up their

lolfes in other refpeds, they were empowered to ex-

port their tea free from any duty payable in Britain;

and, in confcquence of this permiffion, feveral fliips

freighted with the commodity were fentto North Ame-
rica, and proper agents appointed for the difpoling of

it. The Arnericans, now perceivir^g that the tax was

thus likely to be enforced whether they would or not,

determined to take every poffible method to prevent

the tea from being landed, as well knowmg that it

would be impoflible to hinder the fale (hould the com-

modity once be brought on Ihore. For this purpofe

the people affembled in great numbers, forcing thofe

to whom the tea was configned to relign their offices,

and to promife folemnly never to refume them; and

committees were appointed to examine the accounts of

merchants, and make public tefts, declaring fuch as

would
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v.'ould not take them enemies to their country. la

the midll of this confufion, three fhips laden with tisa

arrived at Bodon; bat ib much were the capcain<«

alarmed at the difpotition which Teemed to prevail

among the people, that they ottered, provided they

could obtain the proper diCcharges from ihe tea-coii-

fignees, cullom-houfe, and governor, to return to Eng-
land without landing tlicir cargoes. The parties con-

cerned, however, though they durft not order the tea

to be landed, refufed to gram the difcharges required.

The Ihips, ther:;i()re, would have been obliged to re-

main in the harbour; but the people, appreheniive

that if they remained there the tea would be landed

in fmall quatitities, anddilpofed of in fpite of every en-

deavour ta prevent it, rel'olved to deltroy it at once.

This refolution was executed with equal fpced and
iecrecy. The very evening after the above-mention-

ed difcharges had been refufed, a number of people,

drelTed like Mohawk Indians, boarded the (hips, and
threw into the fea their whole cargoes, confilling of

342 cheils of tea; after which they retired without

making any farther dillurbance, or doing any more
damage. No tea was deftroyed in other places,

though the fame fpirit was every where manifelled,.

At Philadelphia the pilots were enjoined not to con-
dutlthe veHelsupthc river; and at New York, though
the governor caufed foir.e tea to be landed under the

protetlion of a man-of-war, he was obliged to deliver

it up to the cudodv of the people, to prevent its being
fold.

Thedeftruftion of the tea at EoRon, which happen-
ed in November 1773, was the immediate prelude to

the difaRers attendi: g civil difcord. Government,
iindirig themfeves every wherj infulted and dcfpifed,

rcdbived to enforce their authority by all podible
means; and, as Bolton had beer, "'e principal icene of
t!;e liots and outrages, it was d^i-^rmined to punifli that

city in an e.xemplary maiiuer. Pailiament was ac-

quainted,
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quainted, by a meffage fro'Ti his majcfty, with the un-

dutiful behaviour of the city of Boiton, as well as of

the colonies; recommending, at the lame time, the

moil vigorous and fpirited exertions, to reduce them

to obedience. The parliament in its aldrefspromifed

a ready compliance; and indeed the Americans, by

their outrageous behaviour, had now loft many of their

partizans. It waspropofed to lay a fine on the town

of Bolton, equal to the price of the tea which had been

deftroyed, and to fiiut up its port by armed veffels, un-

til the refraftory Ipirit of the inhabitants (hould be

fubdued; which it was thought mult quickly yield, as

a total {top would thus be put to their trade. The
bill was itrongly oppofed, on the fame grounds that the

other had been; and it was predicted, that, inftead of

having any tendency to reconcile or fubdue the Ame-
ricans, it would infallibly exafperate them beyond any

poffibility of reconciliation. The petitions againft it,

prefented by the colony's agent, pointed out the fame

confequence in the flrongeft terms, and in the moft

pofitive manner declared, that the Americans never

would fubmit to it: but fuch was the infatuation at-

tending every rank and degree of men, that it never

was imagined the Americans would dare to refift the

parent Itate openly, but would in the end fubmit im-

plicitly to her commands. In this confidence a third,

bill was propofed, for the impartial adminiitration of

juiiice on fuch perfons as might be employed in the

fuppreffion of riots and tumults in the province of

Maffachufett's bay. By this a6l it was provided, that

fhould any perfons acting in that capacity be indifted

for murder, and not able to obtain a fair trial in that

province, they might be fent by the governor to Eng-

land, or to fome other colony, if neceffary, to be tried

for the fuppofed crime.

Thele three bills having paffed, the miniftry propo-

fed a fourth, relative to the government of Canada;

which, it was faid, had not yet been fettled on any pro-

per
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per plan. By this bill the extent of that province was

grcMilv enlarged; its affairs were put under the direc-

tion of a council, in which Roman Cathohcs were to

be admitted; the Roman Catholic clergy were lecured

in their poUcflions, and the ufual pcrquiiites from

thofe of their own profefFion. The council above-

mentioned were to be appointed by the crown, to be

removeable at its pleafure; and to be inveited with

every legiflative power, excepting that of taxation. A
ftill greater oppohtion was made to this Quebec bill,

infomuch that, before it could be carried, the minifters

were obliged to drop much of that high and afpiring

tone to which they had accuftomed ihemfeivesin talk-

ing of American affairs. The minority contended,

that here, without any neceffity pleaded, or even fug-

gefted, an arbitrary influence was extended by a8; of
parliament to that province, furnifhing a dangerous
precedent, and an additional inttance of the averfion

which minillry bore to the rights of the people. They
argued likewife in favour of the mode of trial by ju-

ries, and thought that the eftablifliment of the Roman
Catholic religion there gave it a preference over the

Proteftant, which was now only to be exercifed by
toleration. The people at large alfo were alarmed at

the religious part of the bill, and it is not impofTible

that the fufpicions conceived at this time might con-
tribute in fome meafufe to the dangerous infurre^lions

of 1779 and 1780.

At the concluhon of the feOion his majefty exprefT-

ed the greatelt fatisfaftion at what had been done, and
hopes of the good etfcQs that would attend the new
regulations. In Britain, the people Teemed to wait the

event with indifference; but nofooner were thefelaws
made known in America, than they cemented the union
of thecoloniesalmoff beyondanypoffibilityofdiffblvino-

it. Theaflembly of Malfachuictt'sbayhad paffeda vote
againft the j udgesaccepting falaries Irom the crown, and
put the quedion, Whether they would accept them as
ufual from the general aflembly? Four anfwered in

Vol. VII. No. 131. C the
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the affirmative; but Peter Oliver, the chief-juftice, re-

fufed. A petition againll him, and an accufation,

were brought before the governor; but the latter re-

fufed the accufation, and declined to interfere in the

matter; but, as they full infifted for what they called

juflice againll Mr. Oliver, the governor thought pro-

per to put an end to the matter by difTolving the af-

fembly.

In this fituation of affairs, a new alarm was occafi-

oned by the news of the Bofton port bill. This had
been totally unexpetted, and was received with the

moft extravagant expreffions of difpleafure among the

populace; and, while thefe continued, the new gover-

nor, General Gage, arrived from England, May 1774.
He had been chofen to this office on account of bis

being well acquainted in America, and generally

agreeable to the people; but human wifdom could not

now point out a method by which the flame could be

allayed. The firft atl of his office, as governor, was
to remove the alTembly to Salem, a town feventeen

miles diflant, in confequence of the late aQ. When
this was intimated to the affembly, they replied by re-

quelling him to appoint a day of public humiliation

for deprecating the wrath of heaven, but met with a

refulal. When met at Salem, they pafled a refolu-

tion, declaring the neceility of a general congrefs

compoled of delegates from all the provinces in order

to take the affairs of the colonies at large into conli-

deration; and five gentlemen, remarkable for their

oppofitionto the Britiih meafures, were chofen to re-

prefent that of Mafl'achufett's bay. They then pro-

ceeded with all expedition to draw up a declaration,

containing a detail of the grievances they laboured un-

der, and the neceffity of exerting themfelves againfl

lawlefs power; they fet forth the difregard fhewn to

their petitions, and the attempts of Great Britain to

deflroy their ancient conflitution; and concluded with

exhorting the inhabitants of the colony to obftruft,

by



WARS OF ENGLAND. 19

by every method in their power, fuch evil dcfigns; re-

commending at the lame lime, a total lemmciation of

every thing imported from Great Britain, till a redrels

of grievances could be procured. Intelligence ofthis

declaration was canied to the governor on the very

day it was completed; on which he diiFolved tl'.e af-

lenibly. This was followed by an addrefs from the

inhabitants of Salem, in favour of thole of Bofton, and

concluding with ihcfe remarkable words: "By fhut-

ling up the port of Bolton, fome imagine that the

courle of tr.ide might be turned iither, and to our be-

nefit; but nature in the formation of our hai hour, for-

bids our becoming rivals in commerce with that con-

venient mart ; and, were it otherwife, we mufl be dead

to every idea of jullice. and lofl to all feelings ol hu-

manity, could wc indulge one thought to feize on
wealth, and raife our fortunes on the ruin of our fuf-

fering neighbours."

It had been fondly hoped by the miniflerial party

at home, that the advaiuc-.ges which other towns of the

colony might derive from the annihilation of the trade

ofBofton, would make them readily acquiefce in the

mcafure of fhuiting up that port, and rather rejoicein

it than otherwife; but the words of the addrefs above-
mentioned feemed to preclude all hope ofthis kind;

and i'ublequent iranfactions foon manifclted it to bo
totally vain. No foonerdid intelligence arrive of the

remaining bills pafFed in the felfion of 1774, than the

caule of Bofion became the caufeof all the colonies.

The port-bill had already occalioned violent commo-
tions throughout them all. It had been reprobated
in provincial meetings, and refinance, even to the lall

extremity, had been recommended againfl Inch opprcf-
lion. In Virginia, the firfl of June, the day on which
the port of Bolton was to be Ihut up, was held as a
day of humiliation, and a public interceflion in favour
of America was enjoined. The flyle of the prayer
was, that " God would give the people one heart and

C 2 one
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one mind, firmly to oppofe every invafion of Ameri-
can rights." The Virginians, however, did not con-

tent themfelves with afts oF religion. They recom-
mended, in the ftrongeft manner, a general congrefs

of all the colonies; as fully perfuaded, that an attempt

to tax any colony in an arbitrary manner, was in reality

an attack upon the whole, and muit ultimately end in

the ruin of them all.

The provinces of New York and Pennfylvania

were lefs fanguine than the reft, being fo clofely con-

netled in trade with Great Britain, that the giving it

up entirely appeared a matter of the miofl: ferious m.ag-

nitude, and not to be thought of but after every other

method had failed. The intelligence of the remaining

bills refpeding Bofton, however, fpread a frefli alarm

throughout the continent, and fixed thofe who had
feemed to be the mofl wavering. The propofal of
giving up all commercial intercourfe with Britain was
again propofed; contributions for the inhabitants of
Bofton were raifed in every quarter; and they every

day received addreffes, commending them for the he-

roic courage with which they fuftained their calamity.

The Boftonians, on their part, were not wanting in

their endeavours to promote the general caufe. An
agreement was framed, which, in imitation of former

times, they called a " Solemn League and Covenant.''

By this the fabfcribers moil religioufly bound them>

ielves to break off all communication with Britain af-

ter the expiration of the month of Auguft enfuing, un-

til the obnoxious atls were repealed; at the fame time

thev engaged neither to purchafe nor ufe any goods

imported after that time, and to renounce all connec-

tion with thofe who did, or who refufed to fubfcribe

to this covenant; threatening to publifii the names of

the refraQory, which at this time was a punifliment by
no means to be defpifed. Agreements of a fimilar

kind werealmoftinftantaneoufly entered into through-.

out all America. General Gage indeed attempted

to



WARS OF ENGLAND. 21

tocounteraft the covenant by a proclamation, wherein

it was dcchircd an illegal and traitorous combination,

threatening with the pains of law fuch as fubfcribed or

countenanced it. But matters were too far gone for

his proclamation to have any cffe6l. The Americans

retorted the charge of illegality; and inlilted, that the

law allowed fubjefts to meet in order to confider of

their grievances, and affociate for relief from oppref-

fion.

Preparations were now made for holding the gene-

ral ccngrefs fo often propofcd. Philadelphia, as being

the moil conhderable town, was pitched upon for the

place of its meeting. The delegates of whom it was to

be compofed, were chofcn by the rcprefentatives of

each province; and were in number from two to fe-

ven for each colony, though no province had more
than one vote. The firil congrefs, which met at Phi-

ladelphia, in the beginning of September, 1774, con-

fifted of fifty-one delegates. The novelty and import-

ance of the meeting excited an univerfal attention;

and their tranfaciions were fuch as could not but tend

to render them refpetlable.

The firll att of congrefs was an approbation of the

conduct of JVIaffachulett's bay, and an exhortation to

continue in the fame fpirit with which they had begun.

Supplies for the fuffering inhabitants (whom indeed

the operation of the port-bill had reduced to great

diilrefs) were (Irongly recommended; and ii was de-

clared, that, in cafe of attempts to enforce the obnoxi-

ous ads by arms, all America fiiould join to aflift the

town of Bofton; and ihouldthe inhabitants be obliged,

during the courfe of hoililities, to remove farther up
the country, the lofl'es they might fultain fliould be
repaired at the public expence.

Matters thus went on, until every idea of reconci-

liation or friendlhip with Britain was loll. The Ame-
ricans, without ceremony, began to feize on t':e mili-

tary (loies and ammunition belonging to government.

This
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This firft commenced at Newport in Rhode Ifljnd,

where the inhabitants carried off forty pieces of can-

non appointed for the proteQion of the place; and,

on being afked the rcafon of this proceeding, they

replied, that the people had leized them left they

fhould be made ufe of againft themfelves. Aher
this the aflembly met, and refolved, that ammuni-
tion and warlike ftores fhould be purchafed with the

public money. New Hampfliire follovved the exam-
ple of Rhode Ifland, and feized a frnall fort, for the

fake of the powder and military ftores it contained. In

Pennfylvania a convention was held, which exprefied

, an earneft defire of reconciliation with the mother-

country; though, at the fame tmie, in the ftrongeft man-

ner declaring, that they were refolved to take up arms

in defence of their juft rights; and the people were

exhorted to apply themfelves with the greateft afiiduity

to the profecution of fuch manufactures as were ne-

ceflary for their defence and fubfiftence, fuch as fait,

falt-petre, gun-powder, fteel, &c.
Such was the pofture of affairs in America, when

the parliament of Great Britain, which had now fat

fix years, was fuddenly diifolved, and a new one met

on the 30th of November. The land-tax for 1775
was continued at three fhillings in the pound; and only

i6,COO feamen were required, which were four thou-

fand lefs than the preceding year. Thefe low eftablifh-

ments feemed but ill to agree with the meafures that

were to be enforced; but the hrft lord of the admi-

ralty confidentially afferted in the houfe of lords, that

a very inconiiderable force would reduce the re-

bellious colonies to obedience, and quoted a great na-

val commander, Sir Peter Warren, who died twenty

years before, that had aflured him that the Americans

were poltrons and cowards. This aflertion was car-

ried acrofs the Atlantic, and operated powerfully all

over the continent, in rouiinga martial fpirit. Men
may
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may forgive injuries, but they never forgive con-

tempt.

In the houfc of lords the Earl of Chatham moved

for an addrclN to his majelly, praying him to recal the

troops from Bofton: " It is not," fays that eloquent

ftatcfman, "repealing this or that att of parliament,

it is not cancelling a piece of parchment, that can re-

Itore America to your bofom: you mud repeal her

fears and her refcntmcnts; and you may then hope

for her love and gratitude. But now, infulted with an

armed force ported at Bodon; irritated with an hoftile

array before her eyes; her concelfiuns, if you could

force them, would be fufpicious and infccure; they

Hill not be the found honourable padionsof freemen;

rhey will be the diQates of fear, and extortions of

force. But it is more than evident that you cannot

force them, principled and united as they are, to your

unworthy terms of fubmiffion. It is impoOible.

When your lordfliips look at the papers tranfmitted us

from America; when you confider their decency,

firmnefs, and wifdom, you cannot but refpe6f their

caufis, and wifh to make it your own. For myfelf, I

muit declare and avow, that in all my reading and ob-

fervation— I have read Thucydides, and have ftudied

and admired the mafter-dates of the world— It has

been my favourite dudy—yet I declare, that for foli-

dity oF reafoning, force of fagacity, and wifdom of

conclufion, under fuch a complication of difficult cir-

cumltances, no nation or body of men dand in prefe-

rence to the general congrefs at Philadelphia. I trud

that it is obvious to your lordfhips that all attempts to

impoie fervitude upon fuch men, to edablifh defpotifm

over fuch a mighty continential nation, mud be vain,

mud be fatal. We fhall be forced ultimately to re-

tratl. Let us retract voluntcirily, not wait till we
mud. I fay wc mud necefiarily undo thefe violent

and oppreffive acts: they ?»w/2 be repealed; you will

repeal them; 1 pledge myfelf for it, thatjou will in

the
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the end repeal ihem; I ftake my reputation on it,

I will confciu to be taken for an ideot if they are not
repealed. Avoid then this humiliating difgraceful ne-

ceffity. With a dignity becoming your exalted fitua-

tipn, make the firit advances to concord, to peace
and happinefs: for that is your true dignity, to aft

with prudence and withjultice. That you fhouldfirft

concede, is obvious from found and rational policy,

Conceffion comes with better grace and more falutary

efiTeO: from the fuperior power; it reconciles fuperio-

rity of power with the feelings of men; and eflablifiies

folid confidence on the foundations of afFeftion and
gratitude. Every motive therefore of juftice and po-

licy, of dignity andof prudence, urges you to allay the

ferment in America, by a removal of your troops from

Bofton—by a repeal of your a6ls of parliament—and

by demonftration of amicable difpofitions towardsyour

colonies. On the other hand, every danger and

every hazard impend, to deter you from perfeverance

in yourprefent ruinous meafures. Foreign war hang-

ing over your heads by a flight and brittle thread;

France and Spain watching your conduB, and wait-

ing for the maturity of your errors. To conclude

my lords: If the minifters thus perfevere in mifad-

vifing and mifleading the king, I will not fay that they

can alienate the affeftions of his fubjefts from his

crown; but I will affirm, that they will make the crown

not worth his wearing: 1 will not fay that the king is

betrayed, but I will pronounce that the kingdom is un-

done."—All his eloquence, however, proved ineffec-

tual; adminiftration was determined upon forcing the

Americans into fubjeftion, and his motion was rejeft-

ed by 68 to i8.

In the mean time petitions againft coercive mea-

fures with America had been received from moft of

the trading companies of the kingdom: which, though

highly difpleafing to adminiltration, could not beabfo-

lutely rejeftedj though it was fully determined not to

yield
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yield to their requedsin the finallcd degree. A com-
mittee was therefore appointed to take them into con-

lideraiion, which was not to take place until the Ame-
rican alFairs were alfo confidered. The reafon given

for this method ol proceeding was, that rlie conlidera-

tion of commercial matters ought not to interfere wiiii

thofe of the political kind; each of them being (uffi-

ciently cmbarraHing without any other. This delay of

hearing thefe petitions was fuppofed to bean abfblute

rcjcQion of them in c(fc8i and fo indeed it proved
to be, the committee to which they were configncd be-

ing humouroufly called the committee of oblivion.

" War (lays Dr. Andrews) was now the word; and
noiwithltanding no weightier reafon could be given

for not attending to what the petitioners had to fay,

than this very determination, yet that was the very mo-
tive diat impelled minifters to rel'ufe them a hearing,

left thefe fhould make it appear how unwife it was to

precipitate the nation into luch a meafure."

But though there is not the leaft reafon to doubt
that adminiltration were now fully determined upon a

war, and therefore wifhed to be troubled wiih as few
objeftions as polfible, they were by no means deficient

in arguments for the defence of their own conduQ.
They alleged that the petitions i'o much recommended
to the attention ofthehoufe were principally the work
of a faftious party. The advantages accruing from
the American trade were owing to the dependent litu-

ation of the colonies, who now aimed at a fuperiority

over Great Britain, or at leaft at fhaking off entirely

the fuperiority which the mother-country had till now
tjxercifed over them without the fmallell complaint.
It was the advantage of the merchants themfelves that

vas confulted by maintainingthat fiipcrioritv; and the

merchants themfelves would be the hrii to feel the bad
confequences of its being loft. War and its confe-
quences are no doubt very terrible, but fometimes are
ncceffary, to prevent greater evils. The greatelt evil

Vol. VII. No. 131. D that
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that can befal a trading nation isthe lofsof its coram ercej
and were the Americans to perfiftin their courles at

that time for a few years longer, this confequence mult
ineviiably enfue.

It was befides infilled, that though adminiftration

were to yield the prefent conteft, the warraeft advo-

cates for America could not pretend to fay what would
be the laft of its demands. The Americans aimed in

reality at the repeal of whatever appeared obnoxious

to their immediate intereft: but that and their real in-

tereft differed very much. Thegreateft political evit

that could befal them was to be deprived of the politi-

cal and commercial fupport they received from Great

Britain; and to this they muft ultimately fubmit, if

they Ibouid ever fucceed in the purfuit of that delufive

phantom of independence which they now accounted

their happiell fituation. In fliort, adminiftration in-

fifted, not without a great fhow of reafon, that the

Americans were not to be reclaimed by conceflions.

Mercantile people indeed might imagine fo, from the

facility with which conceffions would be made, and the

fpeed with which tranquil h'ty would be reftored. But
tranquillity procured in this manner would lall no lon-

ger than till the colonies, unfettered by any regulations,

perceived, or imagined they perceived, the benefit of

dealing with other countries, and carried their own
commodities wherever they thought proper. This

•was the point at which they incontedably aimed, what-

ever they might pretend to the contrary; for, not-

withftanding the boafts they made of the vaft bufinefs

tranfafted with Britain, it was well known to arife

from the immenfe credit they ^yere indulged with

there, and which they could not expe6l elfewhere.

The honour and charafter of the nation were now
alfo faid to be at. flake. The Britifh had often taken

up arms for matters of lefs confequence; why then

fliould they now hefitate in a cafe like the prefent,

where honour and intereft both called iipon them for

the
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tlie moft vigorous and fpecdy exertions? Formerly it

was the cndom of the merchants to fccond the wifhcs

of miniltry in this rcfpetl, inftcad of oppoling them.

The inconvenience of luf'pending their profits for a

time mud be fubmitted to, and their enemies would
experience as many ifnot more of the fame kind; and
it would be unworthy of the chara6lcr they had (b

long fuftained to yield to indignities for the fake of pro-

fit. The lolfes above mentioned, however, would
be but trifling in comparifon of thofc that would follow

in time to come, fliould Britain from want of fpirit

give up the affertion of her jufl rights. This was a

policy hitherto unknown in Britain, whicli had hereto-

fore been noted for the ardour and celerity with which
they were maintained.

A conciliatory plan was now prepared by the Earl

of Chatham, which wasprefented on the ifl of Febru-
ary 1775. The intent of his bill, he faid, was to fet-

tle the troubles in America, and to affcrt at the fame
time the fupreme legiflative authority and fuperintend-

ing power of Great Britain over her colonies. This
Avas to be done by their acknowledgingon their part the

fupremacy of the Britifh legiflature and the iuperin-

tending power of parliament. No taxes were to be
levied in America but with the free confent of their

alfemblies. It aiferted a right in the crown to keep
and ftation a military force eltablifhed by law in any
part of its dominions; but declared, that it could not
be legally employed to enforce implicit and unla-wjul

fubmiffion. A congrefs might alfo be held, in order
to recognize the fupreme fovereignty of Great Britain

over the colonies, and to fettle, at the fame time, an
annual revenue upon the crown, difpofeable by parlia-

ment, and applicable to the exigencies of the nation.

On complying with thefe conditions^the ads complained
of by congrefs were to be fufpended, with every other
nieafure pointed out as a grievance, and the conftitu-

^ ^ lion
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tion of their governments to remain as fettled by thcit

charters. This bill was, however, deemed at once to-

tally inadmiffible, on account of its alleged partiality

to America, by the various conceffions it enaded, and
particularly by empowering the colonies to aifemble

in congrefs; a meafure which, of all others, was at that

time the moft ofFenfive, and fuppofed to be the moft
injurious to the Britilh interells.

Lord Chatham was by no means deficient in argu-

ments in fupport of his favourite plan; but thefe,

though fupported by all the powers of eloquence,

proved unfuccefsful; the propofal was ultimately re-

jc61ed by 61 1032. So determined were the majority

m giving this an entire rejettion, that it was not even
permitted to lie upon the table; which^ however, may
be confidered as a piece of indignity offered to that

great man, proceeding rather from the indifference

with which he had been received at court for fome
time, than from any real and thorough convidion of

the inutility of the plan he propoled.

In the mean time matters went on from bad to

worfe in New England; fo that it was foon perceived

either that the friends of government in that colony

did not exert themielves, or that they were far from

being fo numerous as had been imagined. In order

to make their coercive plan the more effttlual, there-

fore, it was now judged necellary to extend it io that

every individual of the colony fliould become fenhble

of the punifliment. This, it was fuppofed, would be

done by a bill for refhraining the four provinces of New
England from commerce with Great Britain, Ireland,

or the Britifli Weft-India iflands; and prohibiting

them from carrying on the filhery at Newfoundland.

The reafons given for this were in fubitance the fame

with thofe for the others; and indeed both parties had

now fo much exhaufted their arguments, tt at very

little new niatter was left for either. Every ftep taken

by mimiliyj and every propolal made by them, how-

ever,
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ever, produced a violent debate ; and though they con-

ftantly gained the victory, ir was not without the mor-

tification of hearing their principles and conduct re-

probated in the niofl opprobrious manner. In the

prcfentindancethe bill was carried by 261 againd 85;
but a petition againll it was quickly ottered by the

London merchants concerned in the American trade,

felting forth the danger that would accrue to the hOi-

eries of Great Britain from fuch a prohibition.

From the evidence brought in fupport of this peti-

tion it appeared, that ten years before the American
filheries had been in fuch a flourifliing Hate, that the

four provinces in New England alone employed near

46,000 ton of (hipping and 6coo feamen ; and that the

produce of their fifheries in the foreign markets

amounted in the year 1764 to upwards of 32O5GO0I.

Since that time they had greatly mcreafed; and what
rendered the fiflieries particularly valuable was, that

all the materials ufed in them, excepting only the tim-

ber for building the vefTels, and the fait for curing the

fifh, were purchafed in Britain, and the nett proceeds

of the trade were alfo remitted thither. It appeared
alfo, that it would not be practicable to transfer thefe

fifheries to Halifax or Quebec, though ever fo much
encouragement were given to either of thcfe places, as

they had neither vefleis nor people to man them, and
would never be able to procuie fupplies of feamen
from New England on account of the averfion of the

inhabitants to the gnvernn.ent of tl-eie two provinces.

Some other circumilaiices were likewife urged as

flrong realons againft ihis bill; particularly the com-
mercial concerub of the city of London with New Eng-
land ('.o \shich alone the colony ftood indebted for

near a million,) and the bad coniequences of it to the

pci pie of Nantucket. Tins is a baiicn ifland, lying

off ti,e coalt of New England, about 15 miles long,

and three broad, containuig about 6000 inhabitants,

kilmod
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almoft all quakers. The natural prodace of this

ifland, it was alleged, could" not maintain 20 families ;

but the induftry of the inhababitants was fuch, that

they kept 130 veffels conftantly employed in the whale-

fifhery, which they carried on in the north feas, to the

coafls of Africa and Brazil, and even as far as the

Falkland iflands and the fhores of Terra Ma^ellanica.

Thefe people, it was faid, ought undoubtedly to have

been exempted from the common calamity, were it

Only from the applaufe due to fo much induftry and
refolution.

The inftance of Nantucket was fo ftrong, that ad-

miniftration, with all their obftinacy, were obliged to

relax a little 3 and, of their own accord, afforded them

the relief they had fuch juft reafon to expeft. That

the petition in the main might prove unfuccefsful,

however, another was prefented by the inhabitants of

Poole, the tenor of which was diredly oppofite to that

of the city, of London. In this it was fet forth, that

the rellriftions propofed by the bill would not prove

detrimental to the trade of England, which was fully

able, with proper exertions, to fuppiy the demands of

foreign markets. ^The advantage of the Newfound-
land fifliery more than that of New England to this

country was, that it bred a great number of hardy fea-

men peculiarly fit for the lervice of the navy, while

the New England feamen were, by act of parliament,

exempt from being preifed. It appeared alfo from

the examination of witnefTes taken in fupport of this

petition, that the fifhery from Britain to Newfound-

land employed about 400 fliips, amounting to 360,000

tons, and 2000 fhallops carrying 20,000 tons and na-

vigated by as many feamen. Each feafbn produced

600,000 quintals of fifli, and the returns at a moderate

rate were valued at 500,0001.

This bill was debated with great animofity in the

houfe of peers, and produced a remarkable proteft, in

which ihe meafures ofgovernment were ipoken of with

great
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great fcvcrity. " That government (faid they) wliich

attempts to prefcrve its authority by deltroying the

trade oi its fubjetts, and by involving the innocent

and guilty in a common ruin, if it ads from a choice

of fuch means, confclfcs itielf unworthy; if from ina-

bility 10 Hnd any other, admits itfelf wholly incompe-

tent to the end of its inlUtution.'' They alfo reproba-

ted in levere lerms ilie aflcrtion already mentioned,

that the Americans wanted fpirit to rehit, and that Bri-

tain would find them an eafy conquelt. Such Ian.

guagc was reprcfcnted as altogether void of founda-

tion, and the mere effett of party fpirit and refent-

ment. It was alfo the more imprudent and unadvifed,

as tending, in cafe of coercive meafures, to flacken the

care and lolicitude with which they ought to be purfu-

ed, and to occafion remilfnefs in thofe to whom they

might be entrulted, from a perfuafion that the enemy
\o be encountered was not to be feared and could ea-

iily be overcome.

The final relblution of reducing the colonies by-

force being now taken, it became necefiary to make
proper prepardtion for the purpol'e; and in this the

condud of adminiftration was litile lefs cenfured than

in other refpefts. As the opinion, that the Americans
were timid and incapable of becoming foldiers, pre-
vailed greatly at that tiine, a force of 10,000 men was
judged fufficieiu to reduce theproviiicc of New En^,
land to obedience. This was vehemently oppofed by
the minority. They iniifted that the force was totally

inadequate, and onlv calculated to produce cxpence
to nj purpofe. The (irit imprefiion, they very juPily

obferved, ought to be dccifive, if poflible; and in or-
der to render it fo, it was nccellapy to fend fuch a fleef

and army as might enfurc the confidence of the public
and be certainly capable of lurmounting all obilaclcs.

Many of the friends of adminiflration were of the fame
fentiments in this refpetl; and the only reafon affigned
for a61ing otherwife was an hope that the Americans

would,
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would, upon more mature confideration, defift from

their oppofition.

That they might the more readily be induced to this

fubmiffion, Lord North's conciliatory propofition was

formed. By this it was enafted, that when the gover-

nor, council, and affcmbly, of any of the colonies,

fhould propofe to make a provifion for the common
defence, &c. and if fuch provifion fhould be approved

of by the king in parliament, the levying or impofing

of taxes on that colony fhould then be forborne, thofe

duties excepted which it might be expedient to impofe

for the regulation of commerce; the nett produce of

which fhould be carried to the account of the colony

where it was raifed. But this propofal, though highly

extolled by the friends of adminiftration, was no lefs

reprobated by minority than the others had been. It

was faidto be infidious, and calculated for the purpofe

of raifmg a revenue, which was now faid to be the ob-

je£l of minifters. There was no efTential difference

between the prefent and former ntlodes of taxation.

The colonies were as effeElually taxed without their
,

confent by requiring ihem to pay a flated fum, as by

laying a number of duties upon them to the fame
.

amount. There was befides a capital deficiency in

the propofal, viz. that no fum was fpecified ; fo that the

Americans were left totally ignorant of what the de-

mands of Britain might be. After a long debate,

however, the queftion was carried in favour of admin-

iftration by 274 to 88.

As the diiturbances had originated in the province

of Mafia chufett's bay, and there continued with the

greatefl violence, fo this was the province where the

firft holtilitics were formally commenced. In the be-

ginning of February 1775, the congrefs met at Cam-

bridge; and, as no friends to Britain could now find

admittance to thataffembly, the only confideration was,

how to make fpeedy preparations for war. Expert-

nefs
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refs in military difcipline was recommended in the

itrongeR manner, and feveral military inflitutions

were ena6tcd; among which, that of the minute-men

was one of the moll remarkable. Thefe were cho-

fen from the mofl: a6Uve and expert among the militia;

and their buhnefs was to keep themfelves in conRant

readinefs at the call of their officers; from which per-

petual vigilance they derived their title. It was now
eafily fcen, that a flight occahon would bring on hof-

tilities, which could not but be attended with the mod
violent and certain deflru6lion to the vanquiflied

party; for both were fo much exafperated by a long

couric of reproaches and literary warfare, that they

feenied to be filled with the utmofl inveteracy againll

each other.

On the 26Lh of February, General Gag;c, havinjj

been informed that a number of field-pieces had been
brought to Salem, difpatched a party to ieize them.

Their road was obllrutled by a river, over which
was a drawbridge. This the people had pulled up,

and refufcd to letdown: upon which the fo'diers

leized a boat to ferry them over; but the people cut

out her bottom. Hoflilities would immediately have
commenced, had it not been for the interpofition of a

clergyman; who reprefented to the military, on the

one hand, the folly of oppofing fuch numbers; and'

to the people, on the other, that, as the day was far

fpent, the military could not execute their defign, fo

that they might, without any fear, leave them the quiet

poffeffion of the drawbridge. This was complied
with; and the foldiers, after having remained for lome
time at the bridge, returned without executing their

orders.

The next attempt was attended with more fcrious

confequences. General Gage having been informed
that a large quantity ofammunition and military {lores

had been colleded at Concord, about twenty miles

from Bofton, and where the provincial congrefs .was

Vot. VIL No. 132. E fitting.
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filling, fent a detachment, under the command of Co-
lonel Smith and Major Pitcairn, to deRroy the llores,

and, as was reported, to feize Meffrs. Hancock and

Adams, the leading men of the congrefs. They let

out before day-break, on the 19th of April, marching
with the utmoil filence, and fecuring every one they

met on the road, that they might not be difcovered.

Butnotwithftanding all their care, the continual ring-

ing of bells and firing of guns as they went along foon

gave them notice that the country was alarmed. About
five in the morning they had reached Lexington, fif-

teen miles from Bolton, where the miliiia of the place

were exercifing. An officer called out to them to

difperfe; but fome fliots, it is faid, being at that mo-
ment fired from a houfe in the neighbourhood, the

military made a difcharge, which killed and wounded
feveral of the militia. The detachment then pro-

ceeded to Concord, where, having deilroyedthe {lores,

they were encountered by the Americans; and a fcuf-

ilc enfued, in which feveral fell on both fides. The
purpofe of their expedition being thus accompliflied,

it was neceflary for the king's troops to retreat, which

they did through a continual fire kept upon them from

Concord to Lexington. Here their ammunition was

expended; and they would have been unavoidably

cut off, had not a confiderable reinforcement, com-

manded by Lord Percy, luckily met them. The Ame-
ricans, however, continued their attack with great fury;

and the Britifli would itill have been in the utmolt

danger, had it not been for two field-pieces which

Lord Percy had brought with him. By thefe theim-

petuofity of the Americans was checked, and the Bri-

tifli made good their reueat to Boilon, with the lofs of

two hundred and fixt) -three killed and wounded; that

of the Americans was eighty-eight.

By this engagement the fpirits of the Americans

v/ere fo raifed, that they meditated nothing lefs than

th^ total expulfionof the Britdh troops from Bollon.

An
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An army of twenty ihoufand men was aircmbled, who
formed a line of encampment from Roxbury to Myl-

tic, through a ipacc of about thirty miles; and here

they were foon after joined by a large body of Con-

necticut troops, under General Putnam, an old officer

of great bravery and experience. By this formida

blc force was the town of Bolton now kept blocked

up. General Gage, however, had fo ftrongly forti-

fied it, that the enemy, powerful as they were, durfl:

not make an attack; while, on the other hand, his

force was by far too inhgnincant to meet fuch an

enemy in the field. But, towards the end of May, a

conhdcrable reinforcement having arrived from Eng-
Jand, with Generals Flowe, Burgoync, and Clinton,

he prepared to aft with more decihon; while the

Americans, on their part, did every thing to oppofe

him.

Aconfiderable height, known by the name o( Bun-
ker s-hill, jull at the entrance of the peninfula of

Charlcltown, was fo fituated as to make the poffelFion

of It a matter of great confcquence to either of the

ccMitending parties. Orders were therefore, June 16,

iffued by the provincial commanders, that a detach-

ment of one thoufand men fiiould entrench upon this

height. By fome midakc. Breed"s-hill, high and large

like the other, but (ituatcd nearer Boilon, was marked
out for the intrcnchments, inllead of Bunker's-hill.

The provincials proceeded to Breed's-hill, and worked
with fj much diligence, that between midnight and
the dawn of the morning, they had thrown up a fmall

redoubt about eight rods fquare. They kept fuch a

profound lilence, that they were not heard by the

Britifli on-board their veffeis, though very near.

Thefe, having derived their firft information of what
was going on from the fight of the work near comple-
tion, began an inceffant bring upon them. The prO'
vincials bore this with Hrmnefs, and, though they were
only young foldiers, continued to labour till they had

E 2 thrown



36 H I STO R Y OF the

thrown up a fmall breaftwork, extending from the

eaft fide of the breaftwork to the bottom of the hill.

As this eminence overlooked Bofton, General Gage
thought it neceffary to drive the provincials from it.

About noon, therefore, he detached Major-general

Howe, and Brigadier-general Pigot, with the flower

of the army, confifting of four battalions, ten compa-
nies of the grenadiers, and. ten of light infantry, with

a proportion of field artillery, to effe£l this bufinefs.

Thefe troops landed at Moreton's Point, and, June

17, formed after landing, but remained in that poiition

till they were reinforced by a fecond detachment of
light infantry and grenadier companies, a battalion of

land forces, and a battalion of marines, making in the

whole near three thoufand men. While the troops

who firft landed were waiting for this reinforcement,

the provincials, for their farther fecurity, pulled up
fome adjoining poll and rail fences, and fet them down
in two parallel lines at a fmall diltance from each

other, and filled the fpace between with hay, which,

having been lately mowed, remained on the adjacent

ground.

The king's troops formed in two lines, 3nd ad-

vanced flowly, to give their artillery time to demolifh

the American works. While the Britifli were advanc-

ing to the attack, they received orders to burn Charlef-

town. This was not done becaufe they were fired

upon from the houfes in that town, but from the mili-

tary policy of depriving enemies of a coyer in their

approaches. In a fliort time this ancient town, con-

liftmg of about five hundred buildings, chiefly of

wood, was in one great blaze. The lofty fteeple of

the meeting-houfe formed a pyramid of fire above the

reft, and ffruck die aftoniftied eyes of numerous be-

holders with a magnificent but awful fpeftacie. In

Bofton the heights of every kind were covered with

the citizens, and fuch of the king's troops as were not

on duty. The hills around the adjacent country,

which
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which afforded a fafc and diftinft view, were occupied

by ihe inhabitants of the country.

Thoufinds, both within and without Eofton, were

anxious fpcCtators of the bloody Icenc. The honour
of Britifh troops beat high in tlie breafts of inany,

while others, with a keener lenfibility, felt for the li-

berties of a great and growing country. The Britifh

moved on but flowly, which gave the provincials a

better opportunity lor taking ann. Tiic latter, in ge-

neral, relerved themfelves till their adverfaries were
within ten or twelve rods, but then began a furious

difcharge of fmall arms. The ft ream of the American
fire was fo incefTant, and did io great execution, that

the king's troops retreated in difbrder and precipita-

tion. Their officers rallied them, and puflied them
forward with their fwords, but they returned to the

attack with great reluctance. The Americans again

referved their fire till their adverfaries were near, and
then put them a lecond time to flight. General Howe
and the officers redoubled their exertions, and were at

lafl f'uccefsful, though the foldicrs difcovereda great

avcrfion to going on. By this time the powder of the

Americans be?an to fail. The Britifh alfo broujiht

Jome cannon to bear, which raked the infide of the

breaftwork from end to end: the fire from the fhips,

batteries, and field artillery, was redoubled. The re-

doubt was attacked on three fides at once. Under
thefe circumllances a retreat from it was ordered, but
the provincials delayed, and made refinance with their

tlilchargcd mufkets as if they had been clubs, fo long,

that the king's troops, who eafily mounted the works,
had half filled the redoubt before it was given up to

them.

While thefe operations were going on at the breaff-

work and redoubt, the Britifh light infantry were at-

tempting to force the left point of the former, that they
migtn take the American line in flank. Though they

exhibited the moll undaunted courage, they met with

an
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an oppofition which called for its grcateft exertions.

The provincials here, in like manner, referved their

fire till their adverfaries were near, and then poured it

upon the light infantry, in fotrue a dire6tion, as mowed
down their ranks. The engagement was kept up on
boih fides with great refolution. The perfevering ex-

ertions of the king s troops could not compel the Ame-
ricans to retreat, till they obferved that their main body
had left the hill. This, when begun, expofed them to

new danger, for it could not be effetled but by march-

ing over Charleilown Neck, every part of which was
raked by the (hot of the Glafgow man of war, and
two floating batteries. The incelfant fire kept up
acrofs this neck prevented any confiderable reinforce-

ment from joining their countrymen who were en-

gaged; but the few who fell on their retreat over the

jame ground proved, that the apprehenfions of thofe

provincial officers, who declined pafTing over to fuc-

cour their companions, were without any folid foun-

dation.

The number of Americans engaged amounted only

to one thoLifand five hundred. It was apprehended

that the conquerors would pufli the advantages they

had gained, and march immediately to American
head-quarters at Cambridge, but they advanced no
farther than Bunker's-hiil; there they threw up works

for their own fecurity. The provincials did the fame

on Prolpefel-hill in front of them. Both were guard-

ing againit an attack, and both were in a bad condi-

tion to receive one. The lofs of the peninfula de-

preffed the fpirits of the Americans, and their great

lofs of men produced the fame effetl on the Britifh.

There have been few battles in modern wars, in which,

all circumftances confidered, there was a greater de-

ftruftion of men than in this (hort engagement. The
lofs of the Britifh, as acknowledged by General Gage,

amounted to one thoufand and fifty-four. Nineteen

commifTioned officers were killed, and feventy more
were
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were wounded. The battle of Ouebcc in 1759, which

gave Great Britain the province of Canada, was not

f'o deftrudive to Britifli oiiicers as this affair of a flight

entrenchment, the work only of a few hours. That
the officers fuifered fo much, mufl be imputed to their

being aimed at. None of the provincials in this en-

gagement were riflemen, but they were all good markf-

men. The whole of their previous military know-
ledge had been derived from hunting, and the ordi-

Jiary amulemcnts of fportfmen. The dexterity v\hich

by long habit they had acquired in hilling beall:., birds,

and marks, was fatally applied to the deltruttion of
Britifh oiiicers. From tiieir fall much confufion was
expetted; ihey were therefore particularly hngled out.

A'loll of thole who were near the pe-rfon of General
Howe were either killed or wovinded, but the general,

though ne greatly cxpofed himfelf, remained unhurt.
The light infantry and grenadiers loll three-fourths of
their men. Of one company not more than five, a'ld

of another not more than fourteen, efcaped. The un-
expccied refiltance of the Americans was fuch as wiped
away the reproac-hes of cowardice, which had been
caft on them by their enemies in Britain. The fpirited

conduct of the Britilh officers merited and obtained
great applaufc; but the provincials were juitly entitled

to a large portion of the fame, for having made the ut-

mo(t exertions of their adverfariesnecellary to dillod^fe

them from lines, which were the work only of a iingle

night. The Americans loft live pieces of cannon.
Their killed amounted to one hundred and thirty-niiie.

The wounded and miffing to three hundred and four,
teen. Thirty of the former fell into the hands of ih.e

conquerors. They particularly regretted the death of
General Warren.

This adion of Brccd's-hill, or Bunker's hill, as it

has been commonly called, produced many and very
important confequences. The fame determined fpiiit

of relillance now every where appeared on the part

of
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of the Americans. The commencement of hoftilhies

at Lexington determined the colony of New York,
which had hitherto continued to waver, to unite with

the reft; and, as the (ituation of New York renders it

unable to refift an attack from the fea, it was refolved,

before the arrival of a Britifti fleet, to fecure the mi-
litary ftores, fend off the women and children, and to

fet fire to the city if it was ftill found incapable of de-

fence. The exportation of provifions was every where
prohibited, particularly to the Britifli fifliery on the

banks of Newfoundland, or to fuch colonies of Ame-
rica as fiiould adhere to the Britiili intereft. Cons[refs

refolved on the eftablifhment of an army, and of a

large paper currency in order to fupport it. In the

inland northern colonies. Colonels Eafton and Ethan
Allen, without receiving any orders from congrefs, or

communicating their defign to any body, with a party

of only two hundred and fifty men, furprifed the forts

of Crown Point, Ticonderago, and the reft that form
a communication betwixt the colonies and Canada.

On this occafion two hundred pieces of cannon fell

into their hands, befides mortars and a large quantity

of military ftores, together with two armed veflelsjand

materials for the conftru61ion of others.

After the battle of Bunker's-hill, the provincials

erected fortifications on the heights which commanded
Charleftown, and ftrengihened the reft in fuch a man-
ner that there was no hope of driving them from

thence; at the fame time that their aftivity and bold-

nefs aftonifhed their adverfaries, who had been accuf-

torned to entertain too mean an opinion of their

courage.

The Britifh troops, thus ftiut up in Bofton, were
foon reduced to diftrefs. Their neceflities obliged

them to attempt the carrying off the American catde

on the iflands before Bofton, which produced frequent

flvirmifhes; but the provincials, better acquainted with

the navigation of thefe fiiores, landed on the iftands,

deftroyed
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deftroyed or carried off whatever was of any ufc,

burned the light-houfc at the entrance oF the harbour,

and took, prifoners the workmen lent to repair it, as

well as a party of marines who guarded them. Thus
the garrifon was reduced to the ncccility of fending out

armed veffels to make prizes indifcriminalely of all

that came in their way, and of landing in different

places to plunder for fubfiltence as well as they could.

The congrefs in the mean time continued to a6l with

all the vigour which its conftituents had expetled. Ar-
ticles of confederation and perpetual union were drawn
up and folemnly agreed upon; and they proceeded

formally to jultify their conduQ, in a declaration

drawn up in terms remarkably expreffive, and well

calculated to excite attention.

" Were it poffible," faid they, " for men who exer-

cife their reafon, to believe that the divine Author of

our exiftencc intended a part of the human race to

hold an abfolute property in and unbounded power
over others, marked out by his infinite goodnefs and
wifdom as the objeBs of a legal domination, never
rightfully refiftible, however fevere and oppreffive;

the inhabitants of thele colonies might at l^caft require

from the parliament of Great Britain fome evidence

that this dreadful authority over them had been granted

to that body; but a reverence for our Great Creator,

principles of humanity, and the dictates of common
ienfe, muR convince all thofe who refleft upon the

fubjetl, that government was inftituted to promote the

welfare of mankind, and ought to be eidminillered for

the attainment of that end.

" The legiflature of Great Britain, however, ftimu-

latcdbyan inordinate paiTion for power, not only un-

jultifiable, but which they know to be peculiarly re-

probated by the very conftitution of that kingdom, and
defpairing of fuccefs in any mode of conteft where
regard fhould be had to law, truth, or right; have at

length, deferting thof^, attempted to effe6i their cruel

Vol. VII. No. 132. F and
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and impolitic purpofe of enflaving thefe colonies by
violence, and have diereby rendered it neceffary for

us to dole with their latt appeal from reafon to arms.
Yet, however blinded that aiTembly may be, by their

intemperate rage for unlimited domination, fo to flight

juftice -in the opinion of mankind, we efleem ourfelves

bound by obligations to the refl of the world to miike

known the jullice of our caufe."

After taking notice of the manner in which their an-

ceftors left Britain, the happinefs attending the mutual
friendly commerce betwixt that country and her colo-

nies, and the remarkable fuccefs of the late war, they

proceed as follows: " The new miniftry, finding the

brave foes of Britain, though frequently defeated, yet

itill contending, took up the unfortunate idea of grant-

ing them a hafty peace, and of then fubduing her

faithful friends.

" Thefe devoted colonies were judged to be in fuch

a flate as to prefcnt victories without bloodflied, and

all the eafy emoluments of Itatutable plunder. The
uninterrupted tenor of their peaceable and refpcBful

behaviour from the beginning of their colonization;

their dutiful, zealous, and ufeful, fervices during the

war, though fo recently and amply acknowledged in

the mod honourable manner by his majefty, by the late

king, and by parliament, could not fave them from the

intended innovadons. Parliament was influenced to

adopt the pernicious proje£l; and, afluming a nevv^

power over them, has in the courfe of eleven years

given fuch decifive fpecimens of the fpirit and confe-

quences attending this power, as to leave no doubt of

the effefts of acquielcence under it.

" Thev have undci taken to give and grant our

money without our confent, though we have ever ex-

ercifed an excluflve right to difpofe of our own pro-

perty. Statutes have been pafled for extending the

juriiditlion of the courts of admiralty and vice-admi-

ralty beyond their ancient limits; for depriving us of

the
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the accuftomed and incllimable right of trial by jury,

in cafes affcftint; both life and property; Cor rufpend-

ing the Icgiliature oF one ot our colonit^s; for iiiter-

diding all commerce to the capital of another; and for

altering {undamcntally the form of government elta-

blifhed by charter, fecurcd by a8s of its own Icgilla-

ture, and folcmnly confirmcil by the crown; for ex-

empting the miudcrcrs of colonids from legal trials,

and in effetl from punifliment; for erecting in a neigh-

bouring province, acquired by the joint arms of Great

Britain and America, a defpotifin dangerous to our

very exdtence; and for quartering foldiers upon the

coloniils in time of a profound peace. It has alto

been refolved in parliament, that colonilts charged

with committing certain offences fliall be tranfported

to England to be tried.

" But why (hould we enumerate our injuries in de-

tail? By one ftatute it was declared, that parliament

can of right make laws to bind us in all cafes what-

ever. What is to defend us again It fo enormous, fo

unlimited, a power? Not a lingle perfon who alfumes

it is chofen by us, or is fubjed to our controul or in-

fluence; but, on the contrary, they are all of them

exempt from the operation of luch laws; and the Ame-
rican revenue, if not diverted from the oltenfd:)le pur-

pofes for which it is rajfed, would actually lighten their

own burdens in proportion as it increales ours.

" We law the milcry to which fuch defpotifm would
reduce us. We for ten years inceffantly and inctiec-

tuaily befieged the throne as lupplicants; wc reafoncd,

we remonttratcd with parliamciu in the moft mild and

decent language; but adminillration, lenfible that we
fhould regard thefe meafures as freemen ought to do,

fent over fleets and armies to enforce them.
" We have purfued every temperate, every rcf-

pedful, meafure; we have even proceeded to break,

off all commercial intercourle with our fellow-fubjects

as our lail peaceable admonition, that our attachment

E 2 to
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to no nation on earth would fupplantour attachment
to liberty: this we flattered ourielveswas the ultimate

ftep of the controverfy; but fubfequent events have
fhewn how vain was this hope of finding moderation
in our enemies!

" The lords and commons, in their addrefs in the

rnonth of February, faid, that a rebellion at that time

aftaally exifkd in the province of Maffachufett's-bay;

and that thofe concerned in it had been countenanced

and encouraged by unlawful combinations and en-

gagements entered into by his majefly's fubjefts in fe-

vera! of the colonies; and therefore they befought his

majefly that he would take themoft. effedual meafures

to enforce due obedience to the laws and authority of
the fupreme legiflature. Soon after, the commevcial
intercourfe of whole colonies with foreign countries

was cut off by an a6l of parliament; by another, feve-

ral of them were entirely prohibited from the fifheries

in the feas near their coads, on which they always de-

pended for their fubfiftence; and large reinforcements

of fhips and troops were immediately fent oyer to Ge-
neral Gage.

" Fruitlefs were all the intreaties, arguments, and
eloquence, of an illuflrious band of the mofl diftin-?

guiihed peers and commoners, who nobly and itrenu-

oufly aflerted the juftice of our caufe, today, or even

Jo mitigate, the heedlefs fury with which thefe accumu-
lated outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitlefs was

the interference of the city of London, of Briftol, and

of many other refpe6lable towns, in our favour."

After having reproached parliament. General Gage,

and the Britilh government in general, they proceeded

thus : " We arc reduced to the alternative of choofing

an unconditional fabmillion to tyranny, or refiftance

by force. The latter is our choice. We have counted

the coft of this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful

as voluntary flavery. Honour, juftice, and humanity,

forbid us tamely to furrender that freedom which we
^eceiyecj
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received from our gallant anceftors, and which our in-

nocent poilcrity have a right to receive from us. Our
caufe is jud; our union is perfect; our internal re-

li»nrces are great; and, if neccITary, foreign affiltancc

is undoubtedly attainable. We fight not for glory or

conqucll; we exhibit to mankind the remarkable ipec-

tade of people attacked by unprovoked enemies.

They boalt of their privileges and civilization, and
yet proffer no milder conditions than fervitude or

death. In our own native land, in defence of the free-

dom that is our birthright, for the proteftion of our
property acquired by the honcll indultry of our fore-

fathers and our own, againll violence aftually offered,

we have taken up arms; we fhall lay them down when
hoftilities fliall ceafe on the part of our aggreffors, and
all danger of their being renewed fhall be removed,
—and not before."

Thefe are fome of the mofl ftriking pafTages in the

declaration of congrefs on takirrg up arms againfl

Great Britain, dated July 6, 1775. Without enquir-

ing whether the principles on which it is founded are

right or wrong, the determined fpirit which it fhews
ought to have convinced us, that the conqueft of Ame-
rica was an event fcarcely ever to be expeftcd. In
every other refpeft an equal fpirit was fliewn; and the

rulers of the Britifh nation had the mortification to fee

thofe whom they flyled rebels and traitors fucceed in

iiegociations in which they themCclves were utterly

foiled. In the pafhng of the Ouebec-bill, miniftry had
flattered themlelves that the Canadians would be fo

much attached to them on account of reRoring the

French laws, that they would very readily join iii any
attempt againfl the colonifls who had reprobated that

bill in fuch flrong terms; but in this they found ihem-
felves deceived. A fchemehad been formed for Ge-
neral Carleton, governor of the province, toraife an
army of Canadians wherewith to a6l againfl the Ame-
ricans: and, fo fanguiae were the hopes of adminiflra-

tion
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tion in this refped, that they had fent twenty thoufand
fland of arms, and a great quantity of military flores,

to Quebec for the purpofe. But the people, though
they did not join the Americans, yet were found im-
moveable in their purpofe to ftand neuter. The Bri-

tilii adminiltration next tried to engage the Indians in

their caufe. But, though agents were difperfed among
them with large prefents to the chiefs, the greatefl: part

replied, that they did not underfland the nature of the

quarrel, nor could they diftinguifti whether thofe who
dwelt in America or on the other lide of the ocean
were in fault; but that they were furprifed to fee Eng-
lifhmen afli their affiftance againft one another; and
advifed them to be reconciled, andnotto think of fhed-

ding the blood of their brethren. To the reprefen.

tations of congrefs they paid more refpect. Thefe fet

forth, that the Englifli on the other fide of the ocean

had taken up arms to enflave not only their country-

men in America, but the Indians alfo; and, if the lat-

ter fnould enable them to overcome the colonifts, they

themfelves would foon be reduced to a ilate of flavery

alfo. By arguments of this kind moil of the favages

were engaged to remain neuter; and thus the colonifts

were freed from a dangerous enemy. On this occa-

fion the congrefs thought proper to hold a folemn

conference with the different tribes of Indians. The
fpeech made by them on the occafion is curious, but

too long to be fully inferted. The following is a fpe-

cimen of the European mode of addrefling thefe

people:

" Brothers, fachems, and warriors! We, the dele-

gates from the Twelve United Provinces, now fitting

in general congrefs at Philadelphia, fend their talk to

you our brothers.

>' Brothers and friends, now attend! When our fa-

thers crolfed the great water, and came over to this

land, the King of England gave them a talk, afluring

them that they and their children ftiould be his chil-

dren ;
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dren; and that if they would leave their native coun-

try, and make rcttlcnicnts, and live here, and buy and

fell, and trade with their brethren beyond the water,

they fhould Hill keep hold of the farne covenant-chain,

and enjoy peace; and it was covenanted, that the

fields, houfcs, goods, and poficirions, which our fa-

thers fhould acquire, fhould remain to them as their

own, and be their children's for ever, and at their fole

difpofal.

" Brothers and friends, open a kind ear! We will

now tell you of the quarrel betwixt the counfellors of

Kins Georffe and the inhabitants and colonies of

America.
" Many of his counfellors have perfuadcd him to

break the covenant-chyin, and not to fend us any more
good talks. They have prevailed upon him to enter

into a covenant againfl us; and have torn afunder,

and cafl behind their back, the good old covenant
which their anceftors and ours entered into, and took

flrong hold of. They now tell us they will put their

hands into our pocket without adding, as though it

were their own; and at their pleafure they will take

from us our charters, or written civil conRitution,

which we love as our lives; alfo our plantations, our
houfes, and goods, whenever they pleafe, without afk-

ing our leave. They tell us, that our vefTels may go
to that or this ifland in the fea, but to this or that par-

ticular ifland we fhall not trade any more; and, in

cafe of our non-compliance with thefe new orders, they

fhut up our harbours.

" Brothers, we live on the fame ground with you;
the fame ifland is our common birth-place. We de-.

fire to fit down under the fame tree of peace with you;
let us water its roots, and cherifli the growth, till the

large leaves and flourifhing branches fhall extend to

the letting fun. and reach the fkies. If any tiling dif-

agreeable fliould ever fall out between us, tiie Twelve
Uqitcd Colonies, and you, the Six Nations, to wound

our
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our peaee, let us immediately feek meafures for heal-

ing the "breach. From the prefent fituation of our af-

fairs, wejudge it expedient to kindle up a fmall fire at

Albany, where we may hear each other's voice, and
difclofeour minds fully to one another,"

The other remarkable tranfaftions of this congrefs

were the ultimate refufal of the conciliatory propofal

made by Lord North, of which fuch fanguine expec-
tations bad been formed by the Englifh miniftry; and
appointing a generaliffimo to command their armies,

which were now very numerous. Theperfon chofen
for this purpofe was General Wafhington; a man fo

univerfally beloved, that he was raifed to fuch an high

ftation by the unanimous voice of congrefs: and his

fubfequent conduQ; fhewed him every way worthy of

it. Horace Gates and Charles Lee, two Englifh of-

ficers of conhderable reputation, were alfo chofen;

the former an adjutant-general, the fecond a major-ge-

neral. Artemus Ward, Philip Schuyler, and Ifrael

Putman, were likewife nominated major-generals.

Seth Pomeroy, Richard Montgomery, David Woofler,
William Heath, Jofeph Spencer, John Thomas, John
Sullivan, and Nathaniel Green, were chofen briga-

dier-generals at the fame time.

The fuccefs which had hitherto attended the Ame-
ricans in all their meafures, now emboldened them to

think not only of defending ihemfelves, but likewife of

ading ofFenfively againll Great Britain. The conqueft

of Canada appeared an objecl: within their reach, and

one that would be attended with m.any advantages;

and, as an invafion of that province was already facili-

tated by the taking of Crown Point and Ticonderago,

it was refolved if pofTible to penetrate that way into

Canada, and reduce Quebec during the winter, before

the fleets and armies, which they were well affured

would fail thither from Britain, fliould arrive. By
order of congrefs, therefore, three thoufand men were

put under the command of Generals Montgomery and

Schuyler,
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Schuyler, with orders to proceed to lake Champlain,

from whence they were to be conveyed in flat-bot-

tomed boats to the mouth of tlic river Sorcl, a branch

of the great river St. Lawrence, and on which isfitu-

ated a fort of tlie fame name with the river. On the

other hand, tiicy were oppofcd by General Carlcton,

governor of Canada; an officer of great aftivity and

experience in war: who, with a very few troops, had

hitherto been able to keep in awe thedildHeftcd peo-

ple of Canada, notwithftanding all the reprefentations

of the colonirts. He had now augmented his army by
aconddcrablc number of Indians, andpromifed even

in his prefcnt fiti^.ation to make a formidable rtfiftance.

As foon as General Montiromerv arrived at Crown
Point, he received information that feveral armed vcf-

fels were ffatioied at St. John's, a llrong fort on the

Sorel, with a view to prevent his eroding ti.e lake; on
^^'hich he took poflVflion of an iflaild that commands
the mouth of the Sorel, and by which he could pre-

vent them from entering the lake. In conjunction

vith General Schuyler, he next proceeded to St.

John's; but, finding that place too (Irong, he landed

on a part of the country confiderably diftant, and full

of woods and fwamps. From thence, however, they

were driven by a party of Indians whom General
Carleton had employed.

The provincial army -was now obliged to retreat to

the ifland, of which they at firfl took poffefTion ; where
General Schuyler being taken ill, Montgomery was
left to command alone. His firfl flep was to gain over
the Indians whom General Carleton had employed,
and this he in a great meafure accomplifhed; after

which he determined to lay fiege to St. John's. In
this he was facilitated by the reduftion of Chamblee,
a fmall fort in the neighbourhood, where he found a

large fupply of pewder. An attempt was made by
General Carleton to relieve the place; for which pur-

pofe he, with great pains, collected about a thoufand

Vot. VII, No. 132, G Canadiansj
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Canadians, while Colonel Maclean propofed to raife a
regiment of the Highlanders who had emigraied from
their own country to America. But while General
Carleton was on his march with thele new levies, he
was attacked by a fuperior force of provincials, and
utterly defeated; which being inade known to another

body of Canadians who had joined Colonel Maclean,
they abandoned him without (Iriking a blow, and he

was obliged to retreat to Quebec.

The defeat of General Carleton was a fufficient re-

compence to the Americans for that of Colonel Ethan

Allen which had happened a little before. The fuccefs

which had attended this gentleman againlt Crown
Point and Ticonderago had emboldened him to make
a fimilar attempt on Montreal; but, being attacked by
the militia of the place, fupported by a detachment of

regulars, he was entirely defeated, and taken prifoner.

General Carleton's defeat, and the deiertion of

Maclean's forces, induced the garrifon of St. John's to

furrender themfclves prifoners of war; and they were

treated with great humanity., They were in number
five hundred regulars and two hundred Canadians,

among whom were many French nobles. General

Montgomery next took meafures to prevent the Bri-

liQi fliipping from paffing down the river from Mont-
real to Quebec. This he accomplilhed fo effeftually,

that the whole were taken. The town itfelf was obliged

to furrender at difcretion: and it was with the utmoll

difficulty that General Carleton efcaped in an open

boat by the favour of a dark night.

No obitacle now remained to prevent the Ameri-

cans from making their way to the capital, except what

arofe from ihe nature of the country; and thefe v;erc

very confidcrable. Nothing, however, could damp
the ardour of the provincials. Notwithfianding it was

now the middle of November, and the depth of win-

ter was at hand, Colonel Arnold formed a defign of

penetrating through woods, moralles, and the moft

frightful
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friglitful folitudcs, from New England to Canada, by

a nearer way than that which Montgomery had chofen;

and this he accomph'flicd in fpite of every difficulty,

to tliG allonKhmcnt of all who law or heard of the at-

tempt. This defpcrale march, however, cannot be
looked upon as conducive to any good p'lrpole. A
thud pint of his men underanother colonel had aban-

doned him by the way, under pretence of want of pro-

vilions; the total want of artillery rendered l.is pre-

fence inhgnihcant before a place Itrongly fbrtihcd;

and the fmallnefs of his army rendered it even doubt-

ful whether he could have taken the town by furprife.

The Canadians indeed were amazed at the exploit, and
their inclination to revolt from Britain was iomcwhat
augmcmed; but none of them as yet took up arms in

behalf of America. The conflernation into which the

town of Quebec was thrown, proved detrimental ra-

ther than othcrwifc to the expedition, as it doubled the

vigilance and aftivity of the inhabitants to prevent any
furprife; and the appearance of common danger united

all parties, who, before the arrival of Arnold, were
contending molt violently with one another. He was
therefore obliged to content himfelf with blocking up
the avenues to the town, in order to didref;* the garri-

fon for want of provifions; and even this he was un-

able to do efl'cttually, by reafon of the fmall number
of his men. The matter was not much mended by
the arrival of General Montgomery. The force he
had with him, even when united to that of Arnold,
was too infignificant loattcmpt the reduction of a place

fo ftrongly fortified, efpecially with the affiftance only

of a few mortars and field-pieces.

After the fiege had continued through the month of
December, General Montgomery, confcious that he
could accomplilh his end no other way than by fur-

prife, refolvcd to make an attempt on' the laft day of
the year 1775. The method he took at this time was
perhaps the bell that human wildum could devile. He

G ^ advanced
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advanced by break of day, in the midft of an heavy
fall of fnow, which covered his men from the fight of
the enemy. Two real attacks were made by himfelf

and Colonel Arnold at the fame time that two feigned

attacks were made on two other places, thus to diltra£t

thegarrifon, and make them divide their forces. One
of the real attacks was made by the people of New

' York, and the other by thofe of New England under
Arnold. Their hopes of furprifing the place, how-
ever, were defeated by the fignal for the attack being,

through fome miltake, given too foon. General Mont-
gomery himfelf had the moft dangerous place, being

obliged to pafs between the river and fome high rocks

on which the Upper Town ftands; lo that he was
forced to make what hafte he could to clofe with the

enemy. His fate, however, was now decided. Hav-
ing forced the firlt barrier, a violent difcharge of

mufquetry and grape-fhot from the fecond killed him,

his principal officers, and the moll of the party he

commanded; on which thofe who remained immedi-

ately retreated. Arnold's party, about feven hundred
in number, were for fome time more fuecefsful. In

lefs than an hour they forced thefirft and fecond bar-

riers of that quarter again (i which their attack was di-

reded. Arnold's leg being fliattered by a mufl;et-ball

very early in the engagement, he was carried off to the

camp; but his place was well fupplied by the fls-ilful

exertions of the other officers, and the relolution of

the men, who, knowing nothing of Montgomery's mif-

fortune, pulhed on with unabated ardour, and were

a^ually applying ladders to the third barrier, when

they leceivedafudden and irrecoverable check. The
main force of the garrifon, now relieved from other

objcds, was turned againll this bold party of affailants;

and, whilii they were already fully occupied in front,

a large detachment with feveral field-pieces poured

upon their rear, and compelled them, after an obftinate

reliitance for three hours, to lay down their arms.

The
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The prilbiiers were treated with the greatefl: humanit/

by the g()\rrnor, whole Ikill and courage during the

whole contlidl merited every eulogium. The Ihat-

tered reuiains of ihe befiegers, who were reduced to

about lc\ en hundred, immediately quitted their camp,

and retired three miles farther from the city, where

they Itrengthened their quarters in the bell manner
they were able, being apprehenfive oFa purfuit from

the garrilon. The latter, however, though the a6ioii

made them greatly fuperior in number, were unfit for

a ferviceof that nature; and their able governor, with

a degree of wildom and fobriety equal to his intrepi-

dity and Hrmnels, contented himfelf with the advan-

tage and lecu'ity he had gained, without hazarding the

fate of" the province in any ralh adventure.

Such was the iflue of this enterprife againft Quebec,
planned by the congrefs, and of the fuccefs of which

ihey bad formed vhe mod fanguine expeftations.

Their mortification at its failure was particularly ag-

gravated by the lofs of Montgomery, whom they

looked upon a.s fecondonly to Wafliington in military

genius. This brave but unfortunate officer was a na-

tive of Ireland, and had ferved with great applaufe in

the late war. The excellency of his qualities and dif-

pofiiion had procured him an uncommon Ihare of

private affeclion, as his abilities had of public efteem.

Having uiarried a lady and purchafedaneliate in New
York, he was from thence induced to confider himfelf

as an American, and to devote his talents to the fer-

vice of tiie congrefs, who gave him the rank of briga-

dier-general. His conduct in the expedition to Ca-
nada was equally fpirited and judicious; and his he-

roilm m the lait icene fhone forth with increafms luf-

tre. His body being found the day after the attack,

was interred with all military and funeral honours bv
General Carleton, who had the magnanimity to ef-

teem and acknowledge luch eminent merit even in an
(pnemy.

While
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While hoftilities were thus carried on with vigour
in the north, the flame of contention was gradually ex-

tending itlelf in the fouth. Lord Dunmore, the go-

vernor of Virginia, was involved in difputes fimilar to

thofe which had taken place jn other colonies. Thefe
had proceeded fo far, that the affembly was diffolved;

which in this province was attended with a confequence
unknown to the reft. As Virginia contained a great

number of (laves, it was neceifary that a militia fhould

beconftantly embodied to keep them in awe. During
the diflblution of the affembly the militia laws expiredj^

and the people, after complaining of the danger they

were in from the negroes, formed a convention, which

enafted that each county fhall raife a quota for the

defence of the province. Dunmore, on this, removed
the powder from Williamfburg} which created fuch

difcontents, that an immediate quarrel would proba-

bly have enfued, had not the merchants of the town
undertaken to obtain fatisfaftio.n for the injury lup-

pofed to be done to the community. This tranquillity,

however, was foon interrupted: the people, alarmed

by a report that an armed party were on theif way
from the man of war where the powder had been de-

pofited, afTembled inarms, and determined to oppofe

by force any farther removals. In fome of the con-

ferences which paffed at this time, the governor let fall

fome unguarded expreffions, fuch as threatening them
with feiting up the royal (tandard, proclaiming liberty

to the negroes, deftroying the town of Vv^illiamfDurg,

See. which were afterwards made public, and exagge-

rated in fuch a manner as greatly to increafe the pub-

lic ferment.

In this ftate of confufion the governor thought it

neceflary to fortify his palace wiih artillery, and pro-

cure a party of marines to guard it. Lord Norths
conciliatory propolal arriving alfo about the fame

time, he ufed his utmoft endeavours to caufe the peo-

to comply with it. The arguments he ufed were fuch,
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as mull do him honour; and, had not matters already

gone to fuch a pitch of diltraftion, it is highly proba-

ble that Tome attention would have been paid to them:
" The view (he fi^id) in which the colonies ought to

behold this conciliatory propofal, was no more than

an earned admonition from Great Britain to relieve

her wants; that the utmoll condelccnfion had been

vifed in the mode of application; no determinate fum
having been (ixcd, as it was thought more worthy of

Britilh gencrolity to take what they thought could be

conveniently fpared, and likewife to leave the mode of

raifing it to thcmfclves, &c." But the clamour and
didatisfadion were now lb univerl'al, that nothing elfc

could be attended to. The governor had called an

aflembly for the purpofe of laying this conciliatory

propofal before them; but it had been little attended

to. The aflembly began their fefTion by enquiries in-

to the (late of the magazine. It had been broken into

by fome of the townlmen; for which reafon fpring-

guns had been placed there by the governor, which
discharged themfelves upon the offenders at their en-

trance: ihefe circumflances, with others of a fimilar

kind, railed fuch a violent uproar, that, as loon as the

preliminary bufincfs of the felTion was over, the go-
vernor retired on-board the Fowey man-of-war, in-

forming the aflembly that he durit no longer truft

himfclf on-fhore. This produced a long courfe of
difputation, which ended in a pofitive rcfufal of the

governor to trufl himfelf again in Williamfburg, even
to give his affcnt to the bills, which could not be
pafled without it, though the affemblv offered to bind
themfelves for his perfbnal fafety. In his turn he re-

quefted tliem to meet him on-board the man of war
where he then was; but this propofal was rejeQed,
and all further correfpondence containing the leafl ap-

pearance of friendfhip was difcontinued.

Lord Dunmore, thus deprived of his goverment,
attempted to reduce by force thofe whom lie could no

longer
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longer govern. Some of the mod (Irenuous adherents

to the Britifli caufe, whom their zeal liad rendered ob-

noxious at home, now repaired to him. He was alfo

joined by numbers of black flavcs. With thefe, and

the affiftance of the Britiih fhipping, he was for fome

lime enabled to carry on a kind of predatory war, fuf-

ficient to hurt and exaf|:)erate, but not to lubdue. Af-

ter fome inconfiderable attempts on land, proclaiming

liberty to the flaves, and fetting up the royal itandard,

he took up his rehdence at Norfolk, a maritime town

of fome confequence, where the people were better

aflfeded to Britain than in moft other places. A con-

fiderable force, however, was collected againft him;

and, the natural impctuofity of his temper prompting

him to a8, againft them with more courage than cau-

tion, he was entirely defeated, and obliged to retire to

his fliipping, which was now crowded by the number
of thole who had incurred the refentment of the pro-

vincials.

In the mean time a fchemeof the utmoft magnitude

and importance was formed by one Mr. Conolly, a

Pennfylvanian, of an intrepid and afpiringdifpofiiion,

and attached to the caufe of Britain. The firlt Itep of

this plan was to enter into a league with the Ohio In

dians. This he communicated to Lord Dunmore, and

it received his approbation; upon which Conolly fet

out, and aftually I'ucceeded in his defign. On his re-

turn, he was difpatched to General Gage, from whom
he received a colonel's commiffion, and let out in order

to accomplifh the remainder of his fcheme. The plan

in general was, that he fhould return to the Ohio,

where, by the affiftance of the Britifh and Indians in

thefe parts, he was to penetrate through the back fet-

tlements into Virginia, and join Lord Dunmore at

Alexandria; but by an accident very naturally to be

expeded, he was difcovered, taken prifoner, and

thrown into a dungeon.

After the retreat of Lord Dumnore from Norfolk,

that place was taken pofleffion of by the provincials,

who
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Tcho treated the royalilts that had remained there with

great cruchy; at the lame time that tliey greatly dif-

irefred thole on-board Lord Dunmore's fleet by refuf-

ing to iijpply them with any neceflarics. Nor was this

ail: the vicinity oF the Ihipping was fo great, as to af-

ford the riflemen an opportunity of aiming at the peo'-

plc on-board, and exerciling the cruel occupation of

killing them, in which they did not fail every day to

employ thcmfelves. Thefe proceedings at lail drew
a remonlbaiice from his lordlhip; in which he infifted,

that the fleet fliould be furnifhed with neceffaries, and
that the foldiers fhould delill from the cruel diverfion

above-mentioned; but, both thefe requetls being de-

nied, a relblution was taken to let fire to the town.

After giving the inhabitants a proper warning, a party

landed, under cover of a man of war, and fet fire to

that part which lay neareft the fliore; but the flames

were obfcrved at the fame time, to break forth in every

other quarter, and the whole town was reduced to afhes.

This univerfal deltruftion, by which a lofs of more
than 300,0001. was incurred, is faid to have been oc-

cafioned by order of the congrcls itfelf, that the roy-

alifts might find no refuge there for the future.

In the fouthern colonies of Carolina, the governors

were expelled, and obliged to take refuge 011-board the

men of war, as Lord Dunmore had been: among others,

Mr. Mariin, governor 6f North Carolina, was ex-
pelled, on a charge of attempting to raife the back fct-

tlers, conlifling chiefly of Scots Highlanders, againil

the colony. Having fecured thcmfelves againft any
attempts from thefe enemies, they proceeded to regu-

late their internal concerns in the fame manner as the

refl of the colonies; and, by the end of the year 17"75,

liritain beheld the whole of America united aj^ainft her

in the mofl determined oppofition. Her vaft pofl'ef-

fions of that trafct of land, fince known by the name of
the Thirteen United States, were now reduced to the

linglc lown of Bolton; in which her forces were bc-

VoL. VIL No. 132. H fie^ed
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lieged by an enemy with whom they were apparently

not able to cope, and by whom they muft of courfe

expe6l in a very Ihort time to be expelled. The fitua-

tionof theinhabitantsot Bofloi., irideed, waspecuiiarly

unhappy. After having failed in their aitempts to

leave the town, General Gage had confented to allow

them to retire with their cffefts; but afterwards, for

what reafon does not well appear, he refufed to fulfil

his promife. When he refigned his place to General

Howe, in 0£lober 1775, the latter, apprehenlive that

they might give intelligence of the lituaiion of the

Britilh troops, ftriclly prohibited every perfon from

leaving the place, under pain of military execution.

Thus matters continued till the month of March,

1776, when the town was evacuated.

On the fecond of that month, General Wafhington

opened a battery on the well fide of the town, from

whence it was bombarded with a heavy fire of cannon

at the fame time; and three days after it was attacked

by another battery from the eailern fliore. This ter-

rible attack continued for fourteen days without inter-

iniffion; when General Howe, finding the place no

longer tenable, determined if poffible to drive the

enemy from their works. Preparations were there-

fore made for a mofh vigorous attack on a hill called

DorcheRer Neck, which the Americans had fortified

in fuch a manner as" would in all probability have ren-

dered the enterprize next to dcfperate. No diffi-

culties, however, were fufficient to daunt the fpirit of

the general; and every thing was in readinefs, v/hen

a fudden ftorm prevented ti;is intended exertion of

Britilh valour. Next day, upon a more clofe infpec-

tion of the works they were to attack, it was thought

advifjble to defift from the enterprize altogether. The
fortifications were very ftrong, and extremely well

provided with artillery: and, befides other im^plemcnts

of de{lru61ion, upwards of one hundred hoglheads of

ffcones were provided to roll down upon the enemy a«

. ther
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they came up; which, as the afcent was extremely

Itccp, mud have done prodigious execution.

Nothing, therefore, now remained, bui to think oF

a retreat; and even this was attended with the utmoli

difficuhy and danger. The Americans, knowing tliat

it was in the power of the BritiHi general to reduces the

town to afhes, which could not have been repaired in

many years, did not think proper to give the leait mo-

Icllation; and, for the fpace of a fortnight, the troops

%v'ere employed in the evacuation of the place, from

\vhcncc they carried along with them two thoufand of

the inhabitants, whodurit not ftayon account of their

attachment to the Britifli caufe. From Bofton they

failed to Halifax; but all their vigilance could not

prevent a number of vaiu-able (hips Irom falling into

the hand.; of the enemy. A confiderable quantity of

cannon and ammunition had alfo bi.'cn left at bunker's-

hill and Bolton Neck; and^ in the town, an immenfe

variety of goods, principally woollen and linrn, of

which the j>rovincials flood very much in need. The
eitates of thofe whcj fled to Halifax were conhfcated;

as aifo thofe who were attached to government, and

had remained in the town. As an attack was expelled

as foon as the Britifli forces fhould arrive, every me-

thod was employed to render the fortifications, al-

ready very fhong, impregnable. For this purpofe

lome foreign engmeers were employed, who had be-

fore arrived at Boftor>; and fo eager were people of

all ranks to accompli (h this bufinefs, that every able-

bodied man in the place, without difiinBion of rank,

fet apart two da)S in the week to complete it the

looner.

During thefe proceedings on the other fide of the

Atlantic, no little agitation prevailed in the mother

country. The public opinion began to b.e very much
divided on the expediency and hnal efiPeBs of coercive

meafurcs, againfl which a loud clamour was railed not

only by the friends of the oppofuionjbut by feveral

H 3 mercantile
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mercantile bodies, whof'e private intereds are not ea-

fily reconciled with thejultice ornecefiity of a-ny war;,

The city of London in particular, impelled by tatljoB

as well as by apprehenfions of a decline of trade, had,

in the latter end of f'ebruary, petitioned parliament

againll the bills relating to America; and in the be-

ginning of April prefented a remonftrance to the throne

on the fame fubjed, which being chietly drawn up by

the fuggeRions of Mr. Wilkes, then lord mayor, fur-

paffed all the former remonllrances, however difref-

peClful, in the infolence of the language, and the ten-

dency of the fentiments it conveyed. The king, in

his anfwer, exprelfed the utmoft aftonifhment to hnd
any of his fubjetls capable of encouraging the rebel-

lious difpohtion which exifted in the colonies. In a.

few days after, Mr. Wilkes received a letter from ihc;

lord chamberlain, acquainting him, as chief magiitrate

of the city of London, that his majedy would not, in

future, receive on the throne any addrefs, remonf-

trance, or petition, of the lord mayor and aldermen,

but in their corporate capacity. Mr. Wiikes laid this

letter, as well as his maiefty's anfwer to the remonf-

trance, before the midfummer meeting of the citizens

for the eleftion of their animal oflicers ; and feveral re-

folutions were then propol'ed and agreed to, in one of

which it was declared, that the advifers of fuch a mef-

rage were enemies to the right of the fubjeft to petition

the throne; and that the advice was calculated to in-

tercept the complaints of the people to their fovereign,

to prevent a redrefs of grievances, and alienate the

minds of Engliflimen from the Hanoverian fuccelfion.

Another remonftrance was alio concurred in, equal-

ling the late one in its moll obnoxious parts, and dehr-

ing his majefly to confider, "what the fituation of his

people here muil be, who had nothing now to expeft

from America, but gazettes of blood, and mutual lilts

of their (langhtercd fellow-fubjcfts." It was farther

rcfolvedj " that thisaddrefs fliould not be prefented,

unlcfs
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unlefs it was received (ittitg on the throne;" but the

king, by whofe order the IhciiHs were informed that it

was his inajedv's plcadirc to receive it at the levee,

being told oi the refolution of the common-hall, re-

plied, *' I am ready to receive addredes and petitions;

but I am the judge v.-here."

It had been reprelented as very probable, during the

lait leiJion oi parliament, that the bi'.l for depriving the

people of New Englai.d of the bcnehts <;f the Nev-
loundiand hllicrics, would redound greatly to the in-

tereU ot Great Britain, by throv;ing into her hands

alone the prohts which were formerly divided with the

polonies. This expectation, however, proved totally

void of foundation. The number of fhips htted out

that year was Icarcely greater than ulual. The con-

grels had alio prohibited ihem from being fupplied

Aviih provilions; lb that not only ihoie on. board the

lliips, but even the inhabitants on the iflandof New-
foundL.nd itfelf, uerc in danger of peiiihing. Many
of the fhips were therefore obliged to go in queft of

provdions, inlleadof profecuting the bubnefson whicU
they came. On the whole, therefore, indead of any
increale, the prohts of the hfliery fuffered this year a

diminution of near 500,000!. Along with this, fome
natural caufes co-operaied, which, by the more fuper-

ilitious, were conhdered as the effects of divine wrath.

A molt violent and uncommon Itorm took place in

thele latitudes during the hlhing fealbn. The fea rofe
'

full ihirty teet above its ordinary level; and that with

fuch rapidity, that no time was allowed for avoiding its

fury Upwards of fcven hundred Bihingboats perilhed,

with all ti.e people in them; and f(jme Ihips foundered,

with their vvhoie crews. Nor was the devaOaiion

much lefs on Ihore, as the waters broke in upon the

land, occaboning vail lofs and deftruttion.

As the recruiting iervice in England proved very
unfavourable, a trtaty was entered intoM'ith the Land»
graviate of Helfe Gadel and the Duke of Brunfwick,

for
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for a body of troops to be furnifhed from their domi,
nions for fervice in 7\nierica, and feveral regiments
from Hanover were lent to garrifon Gibraltar and
Port-Mabon, whilft the Britifh troops which had been
employed in tliofe places were fent to America. The
yearly expence of maintaining thefe troops was com-
puted at a million and a half. The houfe of com-
mons voted twenty eight ihoufand feamen, includino-

fix tlioufand iix hundred and lixty-five marines, for
the fervice of the year 1776, and hfty-five thousand
men for the land fervice. fhe Duke of Grafton, under
"vvhofeadminili ration the coniention v.ith America was
renevs^edj rehgned the privy ieal, which was com-
mitted to the Earl of Dartmouth; Lord George Ger-
maine was appointed to the American depaitmeiit in

the room of the Earl of Dartmouth, and Lord Wey-
mouth became fecretary of ftate for the fouthern de-
partment. The land-tax was raifed to four (hillings

in the pound, and not long after the commencement
of the feffion, a bill palf.d boih houfes. totally prohi-

biting all trade with the Americans. It alfo enabled

the crown to appoint commiiTioners, who fliould be
enabled to grant pardons to individuals, and to caufe

the redriSions in the bill to be taken off from any

town or di{lri6l that fliould return to its obedience.

In the debates produced by the taking foreign troops

into Britifh pay, it was obierved, that neither the glo-

rious campaign of 1 704, which faved the German em-

pire, and broke and ruined that military force which,

had been for half a century the fcourge and terror of

Europe, nor that of 1760, which gave us ihe vaft con-

tinent of North America, had in any degree equalled

the expence of the campaign of Boiton in 1775. It

was proved by various calculations, that the mainte-

nance of thofe troops, difgracedaiidhalf-ftarved as they

were, had not coll the nation much lefs than a hundred

pounds a man in a period fliort of a year.

Fifty thouiand effective men were now to be em-

ployed w America, a force fuperior to any which had

ever
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ever a6\ed in the ne\V world. A large body of thcfc

troops was in Canada under General Carleton; Gene-
ral Howe with the main army was to attack New York,
and General Clinton at the head of another body was
to make an attempt on South Carolina; a fleet of
fliips under Sir Peter Parker tranfportcd the latter ar-

my. In the opinion of the minillry and the majority

of both houfes, no alternative feemcd to be left be-

tween abfolute conqucd and unconditional fubmifrion.

Early in the year 1776, a fquadron of five frigates

were fent out by congiefs, under the command of one
Hopkins, who proceeded to the Bahama iflands, and
attacking Providence, which is the mod confiderable,

they plundered it of artillery and naval (lores; but the
powder on the ifland had been conveyed away. The
governor was made prifoner, and in the return of ihofe
(hips they took many prizes. The Glafgow frigate

arid a tender in her company were met by them; the
former efcaped after a fharp engagement, but the latter

was taken.

Sir Peter Parker's fquadron confifted of the Brif-

tol and Experiment, of fifty guns each; the A6live,
Solebay, Atieon, and Syren, frigates, of tw'enty eight

guns each; the Spbynx of twenty, an hired armed
fliip of twenty-two, a fmall (loop of war, an armed
fchooner, and the Thunder bomb-ketch. Thefe fhips,

with the land-forces on-board, failed from Bofton.
The two large fhips paffed over the bar which runs
acrofs the harbour of Charledown with great difficulty

the beginning of June: a fort which commands the
paffage to Charleltown, which city lies fix miles far-

ther to the wcRward, was firfl; to be attacked; for
which purpofe the troops were landed at Long ifland,

which lies more to the eaftward of Sullivan's, from
which it is feparated only by fome fhoals which are
paflable at low.water. Some American troops were
entrenched on the oppofite fide of this narrow, and
General Lee was at the head of a confiderable body

of
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of troops on the continent. Such impediments oc-

curred to beginnin'^ the operuions, that the fort was

not attacked until the end of the months when the m-
tenfe heat of the weather rendered the fervice uncom-
monly fevere.

About eleven o'clock on the 28th of June, the

Thunder-bomb began the attack by throwing (hells at

the fort; the Briftol, Experiment, A6\ive, and Solebay,

brought up dire£lly againll the fort, and began a fu-

rious cannonading. The A6ieon, by the unfl^ilful-

uefs of the pilot, ran afhore; and, it being found im-

poffible to get her off, fhe was xftt on fire and entirely

confumed. Meanwhile the fort was defended with

fuch undaunted bravery as the tremendous thunder

from the fhips could not appal. Its fire was (b fkady

and well-direfled, that a dreadful (laughter was made
of the crews, and the (iiips were miferably fliattered.

Never did Britifh valour fhine more confpicuoufly,

never did our marine, in any engagement, experience

a rougher encounter. Captain Morris, of the Briltol,

after having received many wounds, notwithflanding

"which he firmly maintained his ftation, was at length

killed. Captain Scott, of the Experiment, had an ariTi

ihot away, of which wound he with difficulty reco-

vered. Whilft this fierce aQion continued, the troops

remained inaBive on Long Ifland, and from fome

motive, which has never been explained, made no at-

tempt to drive the enemy from their entrenchments,

and attack the fort on the land fide, although the en-

gagement with the fliips and fort continued until the

darknefsof the night obliged the combatants to defift.

At ten o'clock in the evening, Sir Peter Parker with-

drew his (battered veffeis from the fcene of aBion, and

with great difficulty repaffed the har. On-board the

Eriftol, one hundred and eleven were killed, the Ex-

periment loft feventy-nine. Thus ended the unfortu-

nate attempt upon Charleftown.

The force which was now directed againft America,

inftead of intimidating the revolted provinces, ferved

only
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only to fix them more firmly in their union; and on

the 4th of July 1776, the Thirteen United Colonies de-

^lared themlelvcs tree and independent dates, adjured

all allegiance to the Britifh crown, and renounced all

political connexion with this country. Previoudy to

publifhing this celebrated declaration, a circular let-

ter had been Tent through each colony, dating the rea-

fons for it; and, fuch was the animofity now every

where prevailing againd Great Britain, that it met with

univerlal approbation, except in the province of Ma-
ryland alone; it was not long, however, before the

people of that colony, finding themfelves left in a very

dangerous minority, thought proper to accede to the-

meafuresof the red. The declaration itfelf was much
in the ufual dyle, dating a long lid of grievances, for

Avhich redrefs had been often aflied in vain; and, for

thefe reafons, they determined on a final feparation;

to hold the people of Britain, as the red of mankind,
" enemies in war, in peace friends."

After thus publicly throwing off all allegiance and

hope of reconciliation, the colonids foon found that

an exertion of all their drength was required in order

to fupport their pretenfions. Their arms, indeed, had

not, during this feafon, been attended with fuccefs in

Canada. Reinforcements had been promifed to Ge-
neral Arnold, who dill continued the blockade of

Quebec; but they did not arrive in time to fecond

his operations. Being fenhble, however, that he mud
either defid from the enterprize, or finifli it fucceis-

fully, he re-commenced in form, attempting to burn

the fhipping, and even to dorm the town itfelf. He
was unfuccefsful, however, by reafon of the finallners

of his force; but he fucceedcd fo far as to burn a num-
ber of hoiifes in the fuburbs, and the garrifon were

obliged to pull down the remainder in order to pre-

vent the fire from fpreading.

As the provincials, though unable to reduce the

-town, kept the garrifon in continual alarms, and in a

Vol. VII. No. 133. I • very
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very difagreeable fituation,. fome of the nobility col-

lefted themfeivcs into a body, under the command of

one Mr. Beaujeu, in order to relieve their capital;

but they were met on their march by the provincials,

and fo entirely defeated, that they were never after-

wards able to attempt any thing. The Americans,

however, had but little rcafon to plume themfelves on.

this fuccefs. Their want of artillery at laft convinc-

ed them, that it was impratlicable in their fituation to

reduce a place fo ftrongly fortified: the fmall-pox at

the fame time made its appearance in their camp, and

carried off great numbers ; intimidating the reft to fucb

a degree, that they deferted in crowds. To add to

their misfortunes, the Britifh reinforcements unex-

pectedly appeared, and the fhipsmadetheir way through

the ice with fuch celerity, that the one part of their

army was feparated from the other; and General

Carleton, fallying out as foon as the reinforcement was

landed, obliged them to fiy with the utmoft precipita-

tion, leaving behind them all their cannon and military

liores; at the fame time that their fliipping was entire-

ly captured by vefiels fent up the river for that pur-

pofe. General Carleton now gave a fignal inllance of

his humanity : being well apprized that many of the

provincials had not been able to accompany the reft

in their retreat, and that they were concealed in woods,

Szc. in a very deplorable fituation, he generoufly ifTued

a proclamation, ordering proper perfons to feek them

out, and give them relief at the public expence ; at the

fame time, left, through fear of being made prifoners,

they fliould refufe thel'e offers of humanity, he promi-

fed, that, as foon as their fituation enabled them, they

fliould be at liberty to depart to their refpeQive

homes.

The Britilh general, now freed from any danger of

an attack, was foon enabled to aft offenfively againft

the provincials, by the arrival of the forces deftined

for that purpofe from Britain. By thefe, he was put

at
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at the head of 12,000 regular troops, among whom
were thole of Brunfvvick. With this force he in-

Itamly fetoutto the Three Rivers, where heexpe6lcd
that Arnold would have made a (taiid; but he had fled

to Sorcl, a place one hundred and fil'ty nnles diflant

from Quebec, where he was at lad met by the rein-

forcements ordered by congrefs. The town of Troi^

Rivieres^ or Three Rivers, is fituated on the north

fide of St. Laurence, and takes its name from the vi-

cinity of one of the branches of a large river, whofe
waters are difcharged through three mouths into that

great refervoir.

Before any of the larger bodies were put in motion,
an expedition was undertaken by Captain Forfter, at

the head of a fmall party of regulars and fome In-

dians, againfl: a place called the Cedars, about thirty

miles to the weftward of Montreal, on the river St.

Laurence. This fort, though naturally Itrong, and
defended by four hundred provincials, did not long

*

refift Captain Forfter's fpirited attack. A heavy fire

of muiketry having been continued for a few hours,

the garrifon furrendered on condition of having their

lives preferved from the ufual ferocity of the Indians.

A detachment of the latter had alfo taken prifoners

another party of the provincials, who were marching
from Montreal to the relief of the Cedars, and whofe
lives were fpared through the refolute and concilia-

ting interpofition of Captain Forfter. This brave of-

ficer advanced next day to Vaudreuil, about fix miles

northward of the Cedars, whence Arnold at the head
of feven hundred men made an attempt to diflodge

him, but was obliged to return to St. Ann's on the

ifland of Montreal. Captain Forfler not having yet
received any intelligence of General Carlton's arrival

at Trois Rivieres, and finding himfeif much incum-
bered by the number of his prifoners, judged it expe-
dient to releafe them in confequence of an agreement
figned by Arnold to return an equal number of the

1 % king's
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king's troops of the fame rank within the fpace of two
months, and to fend four captains to Quebec as hof-

tages for the performance of the articles. This car-

tel was afterwards broken by congrefs, who alleged

that Captain Forller had conducted himfelf towards

the prifoners taken at the Cedars in a cruel and inhu-

man manner. What litde foundation there was for

fuch a difhonourable pretence, to palliate a flagrant

breach of faith, will belt appear from the teftimony of

one of die hoftages. " I am furprifed," faid Captain

Sullivan in a letter to his brother then a major gene-

ral in the American fervice, '-to hear that the congrefs,

inftead of redeeming us according to the cartel, have

not only refufed to do it, but have demanded Captain

Forfter to be delivered up to anfwer his conduft in

what they are pleafed to term the majfacre of the Ce-

dars. 1 would fain flatter myfelf that the congrefs

would never have thought of fuch unheard-of proceed-

ings, had they not had a faife reprefentation of the

matter. I do not think that 1 am under any reftraint

when I fay, and call that God who muft judge of all

things to witnefs, that not a man living could have

ufed more humanity than Captain Forfter did after the

furrender of the party I belonged to; and whoever
fays to the contrary, let his ftation in life be what it

will, he is an enemy to peace, and a fallacious diftur-

ber of mankind. What reafon they can give for not

redeeming us I cannot conceive: if they are wrongly

informed that the affair of the Cedars was a maflacre,

why do not they rather fulfil the cartel than let their

hoftages remain in the hands of a mercilefs enemy?
or do they regard their troops only while the heavens

make them viQorious?

In the mean time the divifions of the Britifli and
the Brunfwick forces were advancing with all praQi-

cable difpatch. A confiderable body under the com-
mand of Brigadier-general Frazer had already taketi

their ftation at Trois Rivieres: another under that of

Brigadier-
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Brigadier-general Nefbit lay near them on-board fome
tranfports: and a third, more numerous than either of

the former, along with the Generals Carleton, Bur-
goyne, Philips, and the German commander Reidcfel,

were on the way from Quebec. At this junQure, the

Americans, who had retreated as far as the river Sor-

rel, about fifty miles from Trois Rivieres, and had
there been joined by fome fuccours, formed a very

daring fcheme for the furprifeof the troops under Ge-
neral Frazer, with little probability, it mud be owned,
of fuccefs, but deriving courage even from defpair.

The condutlof this cntcrprize was committed to Ma-
jor-general Thompfon, who embarking at Sorrel with

two thoufand men, and coalting along the fouih fide

of what is called the Lake St. Peter, arrived at Nico-
let, whence they fell down the river by night, and
pafied to the other fide, with the hope of being able

to make a fudden attack before day-break. But Fra-

zer having received intelligence of their approach, im-
mediately landed a body of troops and fome field-

pieces, and prepared to receive them. Nelbit, at the

fame time, polled his detachment in their rear. After
a furious but ineifeQual onfet, their only refource was
flight. Nelbit's corps kept the river fide to prevent
their efcape to the boats; while Frazer's, in purfuit,

galled them feverely with their light artillery. Be-
tween both, they were driven for fome miles through
a deep fwamp, which they traverfed with inconceiv-

able toil, and in condant danger. The Britifii troops
at length grew tired of the purfuit, and the woods af-

forded the cxhaulled enemy a wifhed-for ihelter. The
firlt and fecond in command, with about two hundred
others, were taken prifoners.

This was the lalt appearance of vigour Ihewn by
the provincials in Canada. General Carleton having
arrived next day (June 9) at Trois Rivieres, the
whole army pufhed forward by land and water with
great expedition. When the fleet arrived at Sorrel,

they
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s they found the enemy had abandoned that place fotnc

hours before, difmanded the batteries which they had

erefted to defend the entrance into that river, and

had carried off their artillery and ftores. A ftrong

column was here landed under the command of Ge-
neral Burgoyne, with orders to advance along the Sor-

rel to St. John's, while the remainder of the army and

fleet failed up the river to Longueil, the place of paf-

fage from the ifland of Montreal to La Prairie on the

continent. Here they difcovered that the enemy had

abandoned the city and ifland of Montreal on the pre-

ceding evening. The army was immediately landed

on the contment, and marching by La Prairie, crofled

the peninfula formed by the St. Lawrence and the

Sorrel, in order to join General Burgoyne at St.

John's, where they expeEled that a flrong refiftance

would be made. That general, having purfued his

inarch without intermiflion, arrived at St. John's on

the evening of the eighteenth, but found the buildings

in flames, and nearly every thing defl;royed that could

not be carried off. The provincials a8:ed in the fame

manner at Chamblee, and burned fuch veffels as they

were not able to drag up the rapids in their way to Lake

Champlain, where they dire6lly embarked for Crown

Point. Thus was the province of Canada entirely

evacuated by the Americans; whofe lofs in their re-

treat from Quebec was not calculated at lefs than one

thoufand men. General Sullivan, however, who con-

ducted this retreat after the affair of General Thorn-

fon, was acknowledged to have had great merit in

what he did, and received the thanks of the congrefs

accordingly.

This bad fuccefs in the north was fomewhat com-

penfated by what happened in the fouthern colonies.

We have formerly taken notice that Mr, Martin, go-

vernor of North Carolina, had been obliged to leave

bis province and take refuge on-board a man of war.

Notwithltanding this, he did not defpair of reducing

it
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it again to obedience. For this purpofe he applied to

the Regulators, a daring fet of banditti, who lived in

a kind of independent Hate; and, though confidcred

by government as rebels, yet had never been moleft-

cd, on account of their numbers and known {kill in

the ufe of fire-arms. To the chiefs of thefc people

commifiTionswerefcntjin order to raife fome regiments;

and Colonel Macdonald, a brave and cnterpriling of-

ficer, was appointed to command them. In the month

of February he erected the king's ftandard, iffued pro-

clamations, &:c. and collefted Ibme forces, expecting

to be foon joined by a body of regular troops, who
were known to be {hipped from Great Britain to a6t

againlt the fouthern colonies. The Americans, fenfi-

ble of their danger, difpatched immediately what forces

they had to a8: againft the royalilts, at tlie fame time

that they diligently exerted themlelves to fupport thefe

with fuitabie reinforcements. Th<^ir prefent force was

commanded by General Moore, whofe numbers were
inferior to Macdonald; for which reafon the latter

fummoned him to join the king's ftandard, under pain

of being treated as a rebel. But Moore, being vvelt

provided with cannon, and confcious that nothing

could be attempted againft him, returned the compli-

ment, by acquainting Colonel Macdonald, that if he

and his party would lay down their arms, and fubfcribe

an oath of fidelity to congrefs, they fliould be treated

as friends; but, if i-heyperfifted in an undertaking for

which it was evident they had not fufRcient ftrength,

they could not but expefl: the feverell treatment. In
a few days, General Moore found himfclf at the head
of eight thoufand men, by reafon of the continual fup-

plies which daily arrived from all parts. The royal

party amounted only to two thoufand, and they were
deftiiute of artillery, which prevented them from at-

tacking the enemy while they had the advantage of
numbers. They were ik)w, therefore, obliged to have
recourfe to a defperate exertion of perfonal valour;

by
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by dint of which, they cffeQed a retreat for eigliiy

miles, to Moor's Creek, within fixteen miles of Wil-

mington. Could they have gained this place, they ex-

pefted to have been joined by Governor Martin and
General Clinton, who had lately arrived with a confi-

derable reinforcement. But Moore, with his army,

purfued them fo clofe, that they were obliged to at'

tempt the paffage of the creek itielf, though a confider-

able body of the enemy, under the command of Colo-

nel Cofwell, in fortifications well planted with cannon,

was polled on the other fide. On attempting the

creek, it was found not to be fordable. They were

obliged, therefore, to crofs over a wooden bridge,

which the provincials had not time to deftroy entirely.

They had, however, by pulling up part of the planks,

and greafing the remainder in order to render them

flippery, made thepafl'age fo difficult, that the royalifts

could not attempt it. In this fituation they were, on

the 27th of February, attacked by Moore, with his

fuperior army, and totally defeated, with the lofs of

their general, and mod of their leaders, as well as the

beft and braveft of their men.

Thus was the power of the provincials eflablifhed

in North Carolina. Nor were they lefs fuccefsful in

the province of Virginia; where Lord Dunmore,
having long continued an ufelefs predatory war, was

at laft driven from every creek and road in the pro-

vince. The people he had on-board were diftreffed to

the hicrheft degree, by confinement in fmall veffels.

The heat of the feafon, and the numbers crowded to-

gethersproduced a peftilential fever, which made a great

havock, elpecially among the blacks. At laft, finding

themfelves in the utmolt hazard of perifhing by fa-

mine as well as difeafe, they fet fire to the leall valu-

able of their veffels, preferving only about fifty for

themfelves, in which they bade adieu to Virginia, fome

failing to Florida, fome to Bermuda, and the reft to

the Weft-Indies,
The
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The time was now come, when the fortitude and

patience of the Americans were to undergo a fcvcre

trial. Hitherto tiicy had been, on the whole, fuccefs-

lul in their operations: but now they were doomed to

experience misfortune, mifcry, anddifgrace; the ene-

my overrunning their country, and their own armies

not able to face tliem in the field. The province of

New York, as being the moft central colony, and

mofl acceOible by lea, was pitched upon for the objcd

of the main attack. The force fent againit it coniHt-

ed of fix fliips of the line, thirty frigates, befides other

armed veOcls, and a vali number of tranfports. The
fleet was commanded by Lord Howe, and the land-

forces by his brother, General Howe, who was now
at Halifax. The latter, however, a confiderable time

before his brother arrived, had fet fail from Halifax,

and lay before New York, but without attempting to

commence holtilities until he fhould be joined by his

brother. The Americans had fortified New York,

and the adjacent iOands, in an extraordinary manner.

General Howe landed his troops oil Staten Ifland,

where he was foon joined by a immber of the inhabi-

tants. About the middle of July, Lord Howe arri-

ved with the grand armament; and, being one of the

commifiioners appointed to receive the fubmiffion of

the colonifts, he publilhed a circular letter to this pur-

pofe, to the feveral governors who had lately been ex-

pelled from their provinces, dcfiring them to make
the extent of his commiffion, and the powers he was

inverted with by parliament, as pr.blic as poffible.

Here, however, congrefs faved him trouble, by order-

ing his letter and declaration to be publilhed in all the

newfpapers, that every one, as they faid, might fee the

infidioufnefs of the Britilh miniftry, and ihat they had

nothing to truil to befides the exertion of their own
valour.

Lord Howe next fent a letter to General Wafhing-

ton; but, as it was dirc6led "To George Wafliing-

VoL. VU. No. 133. K ton.
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ton, Efq." the general reFufed to receive it, as not bci-

ing direded in the llylc faitable to his llation. To
obviate this objeftion, Adjutant-general Paterfon was

font with another letter^ direBed " To George Wafe-
ington, &c. &c." But, though a very pohte recep-

tion was given to the bearer, General Wafliington ut-

terly refufcd the letter; nor could any explanation oS

the adjutant induce hira to open it. The only inte-

r-ePung part of the converfation, was that relating to

the power of the commiffioners, of which Lord Howe
.was one. The adjutant told him, that thefe powers

wei"e very extenfive; that the coirimiffioncrs were de-

termined to exert themfclves to the utmoft, in order to

bring about a reconciliation; and that he hoped the

general would coniider this viiit as a ftep towards it.

Gciieral Wafliington replied, thai it did not appear

that thefe powers confifled in any thing elfe than grant-

in"- pardons; aiad, as America had committed no of-

fence, fhe aiked no forgivencfs, and was only defend-

ing lier unquciiionablc rights.

The dccifion of every thing being now by confent

of both parties left to the fword, n9 time was loll, but

hoRilities commenced as foon as the Britilh troops

could be collc£led. This, however,- was not done'

befijre the month of Auguit; when they landed on

Long I [land, oppohte to the fhore of Staten Ifland,

General Putnam, with a large body of troops, lay en-

camped and {Irongly fortified on a peninfula on the

oppohte ihore, with a range of hills between the ar-

mies, the principal pafs of which was near a. place cal-

led Flat-lvJJi. Here the centre of the Britifli army,

confiliing of Hellians, took poll; the left wing under

Generar Grant, lying near the fnore; and the right,

conlilliu'^ of the greater partof the Britilh forces under

Lords Percy, Cornwallis, and General Clinton. Put-

nam had ordered the pafi'es to be fecured by large de-

tachments, which was executed as to thofe at hand;

but one of the greateft importance^ which lay at a diC

tance,
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tance, was entirely ncglcflcd. This. gave an opportu-

nity to a large body of troops under L.ord Percy ;\nd

General Clinton lopafs the mountains and attack the

Americans in the rear, while they were engaged with

the Heflians in front. Through this piece of negli-

gence, their defeat became inevitable. Thole who

were engaged with the Heflians fird perceived their

miflake, and began a retreat towards their camp; but

their paflagc was intercepted by the Britifli troops,

who drove them back into the woods. Here they

were met by the Heflians; and thus were they for ma-

ny hours flaughtercd between two fires, no way of cf-

cape remaining but by breaking through the Britifli

troops, and thus regaining their camp. In this attempt

many periflied; and the right wing, engaged with Ge-

neral Grant, fliared the fame fate. The victory was

complete; and the Americans lolt on this fatal day

(Auguil 27th) between three and four thoufatid men,

of whom two thoufand were killed in the battle.

Among thefe, a regiment, confiiUng of young gentle-

men of fortune and family in Maryland, was almoft

entirely cut in pieces, and of the furvivors not one

efcaped without a v/ound. The ardour of the Britifli

trcwps was fo great, that they could fcarcely be ref-

trained from attacking the lines of the provincials;

but for this there was now no occafion, as it was cer-

tain they could not be defended. Of the Briiith only

61 were killed in this engagement, and 257 wounded.

Eleven hundred of the enemy, among whom were

three generals, were taken prifoners. As none of the

Am-erican commanders thought it proper to rifls. ano

ther attack, it was refolved to abandon their camp as

foon as polhble. Accordingly, on the night of the

29th of Augufl, the whole of the continental troops

were ferried over with the utmoll fecrecy and filcnce;

io that in the morning the Britilh had nothing to do
but take poneflion of the camp and artillery which they

had abandoned.

K 2 This
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This vifltory, though complete, was very far from
being (o decifive as the conquerors imagined. Lord
Howe, fuppofing that it would be fufficient to inti-

midate the congrefs into fome terms, fent General
Sullivan, who had been taken prifoner in the late ac-

tion, to congrefs, with a meffage, importing, that, though

he could not confifiently treat with them as a legal af-

fembly, yet he would be very glad to confer with any
of the members in their private capacity; fetting forth

at the fame time the nature and extent of his powers as

commiffioner. But the congrefs was not as yet fuffi-

ciently humbled to derogate in the leall from the dig-

nity of character they had affumed. They replied,

that the congrefs of the free and independent Hates of

America could not confiRently fend any of its mem-
bers in another capacity than that which they had pub-

licly aifumcd ; but, as they were extremely deiirous of

j'cfloring peace to their country upon equitable con-

ditions, they would appoint a committee of their body
to wait upon hinij and learn what propofals he had to

make.
This produced a new conference. The commit-

tee ap])oi!!iedby congrefs was compofedof Dr. Frank-

lin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutlege. They were very

politely received by his lordlhip; but the conference

proved as fruitlefs as before independency had been

declared, and the final anfwerof the deputies was, that

they were extremely willing to enter into any treaty

with Great Britain that conduced to the good of both

nations, but that they would not treat in any other

chara6ler than that of independent ftates. This pofi-

tive declaration inftantly put an end to all hopes of

reconciliation; and it was refolved to profecute the.

war with the utmoR vigour. Lord Howe, after pub-

liihing a maniCefto, in which he declared the refulal of

congrefs, and that he himfelf was willing to confer

with all weil-difpofed perfons about the means of ref-

toring public tranquillityj fet about the moft proper

methods
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methods for reducing llie city of New York. Here

the provincial troops were poftcd, and from a great

number of batteries kept continually annoying the

Britifh Ihipping. The Kaft River lay between them,

of about twelve hundred yards in breadth, which the

Britifli troops were cxtrcn)cly dchrous (jf pallnig. At
lall, the (hips having, after an inctlfant cannonade of

feveral days, filenced the moil troublefomc baitcrics,

a body ot troops were fent up the river to a bay, about

three miles diltant, where the fortifications Vv'cre lefs

Ilrong than in other places. Here having driven off

the provincials by the cannon of the fleet, they march-

ed direct!) towards the city, (Sept. 15, 1776.) but the

enemy, finding that they liiould now be attacked on
all fides, abandoned the city, and retired to the north

of the ifland, where their principal force was colIeBcd.

In their palfage thither they (kirniilhcd with the JBri-

tilh, but carefully avoided a general engagement; and
it was obferved that they did not behave with that ar-

dour and impetuous valour which had hitherto mark-
ed their character.

The Britifh and provincial armies were not now
above two miles diflant from each other: the Ibrmcr

lay encamped from fliore to Ihore for an extent of two
piiles, being the breadth of the illand, which, though
fifteen miles long, exceeds not two in anv part in breadth.

Theprovincials, wholay direflly oppofite,had ftrength-

ened then- camp with many fortifications; at the lame
lime, being malters of all the paifcs and defiles betwixt

the two camps, they were enabled to defend them-

felves againllan army much more numerous than their

own; and they had alfo ftrongly fortified a pafs cal-

led Kings Bridge^ whence they could iecure a pall'age

to the continent incafeofaiiy misfortune. Here Ge-
iieral VVafliington, in order to inure the provincials

to actual fervice, and at the fame time to annoy the

enemy as much as poliible, employed his troops in

continual Ikirmiihes; by which it was obferved that

they
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they foon recovered their fpirits, and behaved with

their ufual boldnefs.

As the (ituation of the two armies was now highly

inconvenient for the Britifh generals, it was relblvcd

tomakefuch movements as might oblige General Wafli-

irjgton to relinquifli his ftrong htuation. The pofl'ef-

fion of New York had been lefs beneficial than was ex-

pe8ed. It had -been concerted among the provin-

cials, that the city fhould be'burnt at the time of eva-

cuation; but, as they were forced to depart with pre-

cipitation, they were prevented from putting the fcheme
in execution. In a fev; days, however, it was attempt-

ed by feme who had been left behind for thatpurpofe.

Taking advantage of a high wind and dry weather the

town was fet on fire in feveral places at once, by
means of combuftibles placed for that purpofe; and,

notwithftanding the molt aftive exertions of the fol-

diery and failors, a fourth part of the city was con-

fumed.

On this occafion the Britifh were irritated to the

highefl: degree; and many perfons, faid to be incendi-

aries, were without mercy thrown into the flames. It

was determined to force the provincial army to a greater

di fiance, that they might have it lefs in their power, by
any emilfai ies, to engage others in a fimilar attempt.

For this purpofe. General Howe having left Lord
Percy with fufticient force to garrifon New York, he

embarked his army in flat-bottomed boats, by which

they were conveyed through the dangerous paffage

called Hell Gate, and landed near the town of Weil
Cheller, lying on the continent towards Connefticut.

Here having received a fupply of men and provifions,

they moved to New Rochelle, lituated on the found

which Icparates Longlfland from the continent. Af-

ter this, receiving itill iVefh reinforcements, they made
fuch movements as threatened to diftrefs the provin-

cials very much, by cutting off their convoys of pro-

vifions from Conne^licutj and thus force them to an

engagement.

When
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When tiic Britifii army landed near Weft Cheflcr^

Wafliington harangued his oHiccrs, and told thcm^

that they nuilt retreat no fariher, but deeidc tl-e fate

of Ameriea on the ground where they were then in^

trenched. Lee came up fbon after, and having; learn-

ed what had paffcd, remonltrated againil f'o delpcrate

a reiblution. He faid, that theBritifh would infalli-

bly hem Wafhington's army round with fuch a chain

of works, as would reduce him to the neceihty of fur-

rendering through famine, without expofing them to

iherifkofa battle. I'heie reprcfeiitatioiis had due
effc8; on Wafhington, whofe heroic fpirit, dildainful

of continual retreat, might othervvife have hurried hi:n

beyond the dittates of his cooler judgement. He
therefore extended his forces into a long line oppofite

to the way in which the enemy marched, keeping the

Brnna, a river of conhderable magnitude, between the

two armies, with the North River on his rear. Here
again the provincials continued for fome time to an-

noy and ikirmifli with tb.e royal army, until at kfl, by
fome other manoeuvres, the Brkhfh general found
means to attack them advantagcouffy at a place called the

IVhiic Plains, -dud drove them from fonic of their pofts.

The viftory on this occafion was much lefs complete

than the former; however, it obliged the provincials

once more to fliift their ground, and to retreat farther

up the country. General Howe purfued for fome
time; but, at lafl,. finding all his endeavours vain ta

bring the Americans to a pitched battle, he determined
to give over fuch an ufelcfs chace, and employ him-
felfm reducing the forts which the provincials flill re-

tained in the neighbourhood of New York. Li this

he met with the n)ofl complete fuccefs. Making a
i'udden movement towards Kingfbridge, he unexpect-
edly invelled fort Wafhington, a ftrong poll, which
the Americans, contrary to the earnell: advice of Lee,
occupied on the North river, oppofite to which was
Fort Lee on th^ Jcrfey fide. Colonel Magaw, the

commander of the fortrefs, refufing to furrender to

General
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General Howe's fummons on the 15th of November,
it was carried fword in hand by a furious aflault the

next morning. The lofs of the royal army in killed

and wounded amounted to about eight hundred: that

of the garrifon to near twelve hundred, befides more
than two thoufand who were made prifoners. On
this acquifition, Lord Cornwallis was detached with a

ftrong body of forces to form the inveliment of Fort

Lee, but found it already abandoned by the garrifon,

who retired with fuch precipitation as to leave behind
'

them their artillery, provifions, and Ilores. General

Wafliingion, who had pafTedthe North river, with a

view to the proteftion of the province of Jerfey, now
found himfelf compelled to retreat with a very dimi-

nifiied force to Newark, whence he fell back, on the

approach of Lord Cornwailis, to Brunfwick, leaving

Newark the very morning that his lordlbip entered it.

As the van of Lord Cornwall is's army advanced to

Erunfwick by a forced march, on the lirft of Decem-
ber, General Wafliington retreated to Prince Town,
having firfl; broken down the bridge eretled there

over the Rariton. As the orders of his lordihip were

pofitive not to advance beyond Brunfwick, he here

lent difpatches to the commander in chief, expreffing

fanguine hopes, that by a continued purfuit he could

entirely difperfe theanuy under General Wafhington,

and feize his heavy baggage and artillery before he

could pafs the Delaware. But General Howe would

not revoke his order, faying only that he would join

bis lordihip immediately. Almoll a week, however,

elapfed before this junction took place, nor was any

vicrorous effort then ufed to recover loll time. On
the 7th of December, the Britilh army marched from

Brunl'wick at four o'clock in the morning, and about

the fame hour in the afternoon arrived at Prince-

town, from which place General Wafhington in per-

fon, with Stirling's brigade, had not been gone quite

an hour. Trenton on the Delaware, where the Ame-
ricans
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Heans were 10 embark for Pennfylvai.ia, was but

twelves miles diltant. Yet the hntilh troops were
detained for feventeen hours at Prince town, and^

marching thence at nine next rriorning, got to Tren-
ton at four in the afternoon, julh when the lad bcMt

of Wafliington's embarkation crolfed the river, as if

Howe had calculated^ with the niccll arcufacv, the

cxa8: time neceflary fot- his enemy to make hisefcape*

While the rayal army were overrunning the greater

part of the Jerfi^ys without oppofition, Genera! Clin-

ton, with two brigades of Britifh and two of Hefliarl

troops, and a fquadron of fiiips of war under the

command of Sir Peter Parker, were (ent to make an at-

tempt upon Rhode Ifland. In this enterprile they luc-

ceeded even beyond expectation; for the provincials

having abandoned the ifland at their approach, they

took poflefTion of ii without the lofs of a man, on
the very day that General Wafhington crbfled the

Delaware. In confequence alfo of their fudden ar-

tival and fuccefs, an American fquadron of five fri-

gates, commanded by Commodore Hopkins, was
under the neceflity of retiring up the river Providence,

where it remained blocked up and inaftive.

The fame ill fuccefs attended the Americans in other

parts. After their expulfion from Canada, they had
crofled the lake Champlaiuj and taken up their quar-

ters at Crown Point, as already mentioned. Here they

remained for fome time in fafety, as the Britifli had
no vefTels on the lake, and confequently General Bur-
goyne could not purfue them. To remedy this defi-

ciency, there was no poffible method, but either to

conrtruQ veflels on the fpot, or take to pieces fome
velTels already conftruBed, and drag them up the ri-

ver into the lake. This was effefclcd in no longtr a

fpace than three months; and the Briti(h general, after

incredible toil and difficulty, faw himfclf in pofi'eihon

of a great number of vefTeis, by which means he
was enabled to purfue his enem'cs, and attack them
in his turn. The labour undergone at this lime by
Vol. yil. No. 133. L the
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the fea and land forces muft indeed have been pro-

digious; fince there were conveyed over land, and
dragged up the rapids of St. Laurence, no fewer than

30 large long-boais, 400 batteaux, befides a vafl; num-
ber of flat-bottomed boats, and a gondola of thirty-

tons. The intent of the expedition was to pufh for-

ward before winter to Albany, where the army would
take up its winter-quarters, and next fpring elfe6l a

junQion with that under General Howe, when it was
fuppofed that the united force and fkill of thefe two
commanders would fpeedily put a termination to the

war.

By reafon of the difficulties with which the equip-

ment of this fleet had been attended, it was the be-

ginning of Oflober before the expedition could be
undertaken. It was now, however, by every judge

allowed to be completely able to anfwer the purpofe

for which it was intended. It confided of the Inilex-

ible, mounting eighteen 12-pounders, the Carleton

ichooncr mounting fourteen, and another fchooner with

twelve 6-pounders befides howitzers, and a gondola

feven 9-pounders; behdes thefe were twenty gun-boats,

carrying field-pieces, and armed with howitzers: fom«
long boats were furnifhed in the fame manner, and

a number of large boats atled as tenders. A number*

of tranfports were likewife employed to convey the

troops acrofs the lake. On-board this fleet, which

was commanned by Captain Pringle, were feven hun-

dred feamenj General Carleton headed the land-

forces.

The enemy's force on the lake was much inferior:

it confided of fifteen veffels of different kinds; two
fchooners, the largeit of which mounted twelve fix

and four pounders, one floop, one cutter, three gal-

lies, and eight gondolas. Arnold, who commanded,
and who was now, for the firit time, to appear in the

capacity of a naval officer, was on-board the Con-
grels galley; Brigadier-general Waterburg, the fecond

in couimand, was on-board the Wafhington galley.

On
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On the iitb of OBobcr, 1776, the two fleets ap-

peared in fight of each other, when a fharp aftion cn-

i'uedj the Americans had the advantage of the wind,

but were inferior to their opponents in the manner of

%vorking and dirc6ling their guns, as well as in force,

although the Indexible could not be brought to aft;

fo that the Carleton fchooner and the gun-boats bore

the brunt of the engagement, in which tiie largcll

American fchooner was burnt, and a gondola funk.

At the approach of night, Cuptain Pringlc drew off

the fliips that were engaged, and brought the whole

ileet to anchor on a line, with a defign to prevent

the enemy's efcape, and to renew the tight the next

morning. Arnold, convinced of his inability to

make head againft fuch a force as was now colle£led

againll him, availed himfelf of the darknefs of the

night, and retreated towards Crown Point. The re-

turn of day difcovered to the Englifli the efcape of

their enemy, whom they had confidered as their

certain prize. They purfued their flying foes,

and overtook them on the 13th about noon, a few

leagues fliort of Crown Point. Another aftion fol-

lowed, in which the Wafliington galley, with General

Waterburg onboard, was taken. Arnold, unable

any longer to maintain the combat, ran the Congrefs

galley with five gondolas on fhore, and landing his

men, blew up the velfels. The other galley and three

fmall veffels, being all that remained of the American

fleet, efcaped to Ticonderoga.

Immediately on this decilive flroke, the Americans
abandoned Crown Point, after dcHroying everything

which they could not carry olF, and retreated to Ti-

conderoga. General Carleton took pofleffion of the

difmantled fort, but thought it not advifeable to at-

tempt the reduction of the other fortrefs. It was a

place of confiderable itrength, and the force which

defended it was not known. When held by the

French in the year 1758, an army fixty thoufand

ilrong, compoled of regulars and provincials, com-
L 2 manded
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iDanded by General Abercrombie, had been very

roughly handled in an afTault which was made upor^

it and obliged to retire. The. place had never been
reduced, the French choofing to evacuate it on the

approach of General Amherft two years after. Thefe

confiderations rendered General Carleton very cau-

tious,in attacking a place, which in that advanced fea-

fon of the year, would yield no innmediate advantages

if taken; ajid fhould it withltand the aflault, the glory

which the Britilh arms had acquired would be fullied,,

as well as great lofs fultained. He therefore re-pm-

barked his troops, and arriving in Canada, cantoned

theni for the winter.

Thus the affairs -of the Americans feemed every

where going to wreck : even thofe who had been moft
fanguine in their caufe began to waver. The time,

alfo, for which the foldiers had enlifted themfelves,

was now expired; and the bad fuccefs of the prece-

ding campaign had been fo very difcouraging, that nq
peribn was willing to engage himfelf during the con-

tinuance of a war, of which the event feemed to be fp

doubtful. In confequence of this, General Wafhing-
ton found his army daily decreafing in ftrengih; fq

that from 30,000, of whom it confilled when Gene-
ral Howf landed on Staten Ifland, fcarcely a tenth

part cou d now be mullered. To afTifl the chief com-
maiider as much as poffible, General Lee had coU
leQcd a body of forces in the north; but on his way
fouthward, haviiig imprudently taken up his lodging

at fome dittance from his troops, informarion, was
given to Colonel Harcourt, who happened at that

time to be in the neighbourhood, and Lee was made
prifoner, on the 13th of December. The lofs of
this general was much regretted, the more efpecially

^s he was of fupcrior quality to any prifoner in the

poffi'flion of the coloniils. Six field-officers were of-

fered in exchange for him, but refufed; and the con-

^refs was highly irritated at its being reported that he

was
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was to be treiitcd as a deferter, having been a half-:

pay ofTicer in die Britilh fervice at llie comraence-

ment of ihe war. In conlequence of this they ifTued

a proclainatjon, tbrcateriing to retaliate on the prilon-

ers in their pofleflion whatever punilhment fhould be

intliclcd on any of thole taken by the Britilh; and

efpecially, that their condutt ihould be regulated by

the treatment of General Lee.

In the vxjfan t mc, they proceeded with the moll

indefaiif^able diligence to recruit their army, and

bound their foldiers to fervc for a term of three years,

or during the continuance of the war. The army
^efigned for the enfuing campaign, was to confift of

eighty-eight battalions; of vhjch, each province was
to contribute its quota; and twenty dollars were of-

fered as a bounty to each foldier, befides an allot-

ment of lands at the end of the \\ar. In this allot-

ment it was Hipulafed, that each foldier fhould have
100 acres; an en'ign, 150; a lieutenant, 200; a cap-

tain, 300; a major, 400; a lieutenant-colonel, 450;
land a colonel, 500. No lands were promifed to thofe

who enhfted only for three years. All officers or
foUhers dUabled through wounds received in the Icr-

yice, were 10 enjoy half-pay during life. To defray,

the expence, congrefs borrowed five millions of dol-

lars at five per cent, for payment of which the United
States became furety. At the fame time, in order
to animate the people to vigorous exertions, a decla-

ration was publilhed, in which they fet forth the necef^

fity there was for taking proper methods to enfure fuc-

cefs in their caufe: they endeavoured topal!iate,asmuch

as poffible, the misfortunes which had already happened;
and repiefented the true caufe of the prelent diftrefs

^o be the Ihort term of enliftment.

This declaration, together with the immnent dan-
ger of Philadelphia, determined the Americans to

exert themfelves to the utmoll. in order to reinforce

Walhington's army; and they foon received farther

encouragementj by an exploit of that general againit

the
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•the HclTians. As the royal army was injudicioiTlly

extended in dilierent cantonments for a confiderable

length, Wafliington, on being fully informed of this

difpofition, exclaimed in the fpirit of a vigilant and
fagacious commander, " Now is the time to clip the

wings of the enemy, while they are fo fpread/'

Very early in the morning of the 26ih of Decem-
ber, a day purpofely felefted on the fuppofition that

•the preceding feftivity of Chriltmas-day might favour

the project of furpriie, General Wafhington crofled

the Delaware, not without extreme difficulty, as the

river had begun to be frozen; and direClly proceed-

ing on his march in the midft of fnow and hail, reach-

ed Trenton by day-break. Here about one thou-

sand fix hinidred men, chiefly Helfians, were ftation-

ed under the command of Colonel Rahl, who were
thrown into confufion at the firit attack. The colo-

nel hinifelf being mortally wounded, the diforder in-

creafed ; and, abandoning their artillery, they attempt-

ed to make their retreat to Prince-town : but finding

this impraflicable, and being now overpowered and

nearly furrounded, the three regiments of Rabl, Lofs-

berg, and Knyphaufen, laid down their arms and fur-

rendered themfelves prifoners of war; the remainder

of the troops narrowly efcaping by way of Borden-

town. In the evening General Wafliington repaffed

^he Telaware, carrying with him the prifoners, their

artillery, and colours; and entered the city of Phila-

ilelphia in triumph.

This aSion, though feemingly of ro very decifive

nature, was fufficient, at that time, to turn the forr

tune of war in favour of America. It tended greatly

to lefl'eo the fear which the provincials had of the

Heflians, at the fame time that it equally abated the

confidence which the Britifli had till now put in them.

Reinforcements came in to W^afliington's army fropi

all quarters; fo that he was foon in a condition %o

leave Philadelphiaj and take up his quarters at Tren-

taa.
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fon. Emboldened by liis fuccefs, be determined to

make an attempt on a diviOon of tiie BiitKh forces

itationed at Maidenbead, a town fiiuated balfway be-

tween Trenton and Prince-town. Tbis confided of

. tbree regiments, under tbe command of Colonel

Mawbood, an officer of great merit. The troops

were furprifed on tbeir m^arcb; but, though they were
feparately furroundcd and attacked by a force vallly

fuperior, they charged tbe enemy fo rcfolutely witli

their bayonets, that they effcfted a retreat. Tbefe
attempts of tbe Americans, however, with tbe bodile

difpolition of tbe people, (hewed tbe impoflibibty of

maintaining pods fo far advanced in tbe enemy's coun-
try; fo that it was refolved to retreat towards Brunf-
wick, in order to prevent it, with the troops and
magazines it contained, from fading into the bands of
tbe provincials. General Wafhington omitted no
opportunity of recovering what bad been lolt; and,

by dividing bis army into fmall parties, which could
be reunited on a few hours warning, be in a manner
entirely covered the face of the country, and re-

polfcffed bimfelf of all tbe important places.

Thus ended the campaign of 1776, with fcarccly any
real advantage oiher than the acquilition of the city

of New York, and of a few fortrcffes in its neigh-

bourhood; where the troops were condrained to a6l

with as much circumfpe6iion as if they had been be-

fieged by a vidorious army, indead of being them-
selves the conquerors.

The feas now fwarmcd with American privateers,

who made great depredations on our Well-India
fliips; and boldly venturing up tbe Mediterranean,
and even into tbe channel, carried off a number of
very rich prizes, to the great lofs of tbe Enghfli mer-
chants, and to the utter ruin of many very wealthy
and refpe6lable boufes of trade. Tbe value of tbe

captures made by tbe Americans in the year 1776,
was eftimated at more than a million Oerling. 1\\

confequencc
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confequence of which the Thames foon after prefeht-

ed the unufual and melancholy fight of great number
of foreign fhips, particularly French, taking in car-

goes of Englifh commodities for various parts of Eu-
rope, the property of our own Engliih merchanisj

who were thus reduced to feek that protettion under

the colour of odier nations^ which the B»itilh flag

ufed to afford to all the world.

The French had a glorious fpecimen given them
this fummer of the old, the chara6leriftical, intrepidity

of Britifh feamen. Sir Thomas Rich, in his majefty's

Ihip the Enterprife, happened on the 25th of July to

fall in with a French fqUadron of two Tail of the line

and feveral frigates, commanded by the Duke of

Chartres. The French bore down Upon her, and the

admiral hailed the Enterprife, and defired the captain

to come on-board immediately; to which the latter

replied, that, if the admiral had any thing to commu-
nicate to him, he might come on-board the Enterprifej?

as the captain would not go out of his fhip. The
duke infiftcd that he fliould, or he would fink him;

and the French fhips accordmgly pointed their guns

at the Enterprife; but Sir Thomas, regardlefs of their

threats and preparations, declared, that he never re-

ceived any orders but from his own admiral, and that

they were at liberty to fire whenever they pleafed, as

he pofitively would not quit his fhip. The duke, ad-

miring his /Spirited condu6l, begged it as di favour that

he would do him the honour to come aboard, as he

wifhed much to be acquainted with fo brave a man.

Upon this Sir Thomas went direftly, and was receiv-

ed with the utmofl refped by the duke and all his

officers.

For the enfuing year, fixteen additional fhips of

the line were put into commiffion, 'and a bounty of

five pounds to every feaman was offered by procla-'

mation; prefs-warrants were at the fame time iffued^

and great vigilance was ufed in manning the fleet.

I'orty-
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Fdrty-five thoufand fcamen were voted. The ex-

pence of the navy this year, inchiding tlie ordinary

at 400,000!. and the building and repairing fliips at

465,500!. amounted to the fum of 3,205,505!. Ano-
ther million was afterwards granted towards difcharg-

ing the debt of the navy. On the 6th of February,

1777^ a bill for enabling the admiralty to grant com-
imilions or letters of marque and reprifal to the own-

ers Or captains of private merchantmen, authorifing

them to take and malvc prize of all vefTels with their

tffeds belonging to any of the thirteen revolted Ame-
rican colonies, was paffed.

A tranfadion of a mod extraordinary nature

in the Eaft-Indics, and which amounted to no lefs

than the total fubvcrfion of eltabliflied government
in one of the principal fettlements on the coalt of

Coromandel, together with feveral fubfequent pro-

ceedings relative to it at the India houfe, were the

means of bringing the affairs of tlie company once

inore within the cognizance of parliament. This re-

Volution was generally afcribed to the intrigues and

ambition of the Nabob of Arcot, who had rifen to

Very great power through the proteftion and alliance

of the company, and had gradually acquired an over-

ruling, if not boundlefs influence in the council at

Madras. With a view, it was faid, of more effedu-

ally promoting his defigns, he laid by the jealous (late

and dillant pride of an eaftern defpot, and feemed to

become, as nearly as could poffibly be admitted, an

inmate and member of the Britifh community at that

fettlement, making the outward, or black town, as it

is called, the principal feat of his refidence. Thus he

was in conftant poffeflion of every tranfadion that

paffed, and even of every propofal that originated in

the council ; nor is it improbable that fome of the

meafures adopted there arofe from his own immediate

fuggeltions. It is certain, that a joint enterprife,

which was undertaken by the company's forces in

Vot. VII, No. 133, M that
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that prefidency with the nabob's, afforded too much
colour to luch an opinion, and unhappily contributed

its full fhare, along with other eallern exorbitanciesi

deeply to affe£l the chara6ler of the Englifh nation

both in Europe and Alia.

This was the famous expedition to Tanjore, an en-

terprize heard of in almoft every part of the world,

and condemned for its cruelty and injuftice wherever

it was heard. The Rajah of Tanjore was one of thofe

Gentoo princes, whole anceliors had been long in

polTeffion of the country, and who had never been
entirely fubdued by the Mogul Tartars; but w^ere

rendered tributary to their empire, the government
being otherwife retained in the original hands. This

prince had been for many years in alliance both with

the company and the nabob, and had been engaged

with them in the perils and fortune of former wars.

On the {"ettlement of the affairs of the Eaft-Indies at

the treaty of Paris, it was thought necelfary to put an

end to the dilpute between France and England, who
fupported the intereRs of different pretenders to

power in that part of the world. France was accord-

ingly obliged, to admit Salabat Jing as lawful Subah

of the Decan; and Mahomet Ali Cawn, as lawful

Nabob of the Carnatic. The mogul readily granted,

on his part, fuch powers as were neceffary to confirm

thefe arrangements. Accounts were alio liquidated,

and a convention made under the authority and gua-

rantee of the company between their own allies. The
nabob was to be paid the arrears of, and to receive,

in future, the tribute due to the mogul, for which he

was to be accountable to their common fuperior, and

to have a confiderable fum for himfelf. The rajah

was to remain in all other refpetls as before in poflef-

fion of his dominions; but a variety of tranfaQ;ions

foon after took, place between him and the nabob,

and new accounts were opened, the rajah alleging

that he ought to be allowed for his expences in cer-

tain
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t^ain military fervices rendered to the nabob, and the

latter inditing on receiving immediate payment of the

films (tipulated under the late convention without any

abatement.

Thefe difputes continued for fome time, till the

nabob prevailed on the powers at Madras and on the

royal commifTioncrs to fall in with his views; and a

war, on the pretence of a delay in payment, broke out.

The rajah was little able to wiihHand the united force

of the company and nabob. His capital being taken

after a brave defence, ihe unhappy prince was ftrippcd

without piiy or rcmorfe, of every thing but life. His

kingdom was feized by the nabob; his trealures were

applied to the expences of the war, and to other pre-

fent purpofes ; whilft his fubjcfts, who were among
the moft induftrious people in India, experienced all

the cruelty and rapacity of a Mahometan conqueft

and government.

The account of this tranfa6lion, with all the cir-

cumftances of the fpoil and ruin of a friend and ally

in fo unexampled a manner, excited the greateft in-

dignation of the company in England. That vifible

afcendancy over the counfels and aftions of their fer-

vants, of which the nabob had now given a very dan-

gerous proof, was another alarming confideration. He
had alio removed his eldell fon, a mild and moderate

prince, from all power, and from the command of his

armies, and placed it in the hands of his fccond fon,

a young man of a temper more congenial to his own,
and poircfTcd of ability, with a ftrong fpirit of enter-

prife. Good policy, therefore, as well as juftice,

pointed out the propriety of fetting fome bounds to

the nabob's ambitious career, by relloring the rajah

to his dominio'.is. The company, at the fame time,

were far from wiOiing to fall out with the nabob, if it

could be avoided; nor were ihcy difpofed to urge

matters to any extremity with their fcrvants for what
was pad. A reparation of the outrage and wrong
fcemed likely to anfwer every purpofe ; but it was

M 2 apprc-
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appvehended, that a vigorous profecution of the de-(

linquents would involve the company's affairs in the

utmoft perplexity. In order to execute fo delicate

a commiffion with equal prudence, fafety, and ho-

pour, it was refoived to fend out Lord Pigot, as

governor and prefident of" Madras, the company very-

realonably fiippofing, that the appearance of fuch a

man upon that ground which had been the fpene of

his former power and glory, where his name and
atlions were ftill frefh and alive, and where the prin-

cipal and mod dangerous party was little more than

the creature of his own making, would have been at-

tended with diftinguifhed advantages; and that he mighl

have performed thofe a6ts without envy or jealoufy,

which would have been oppofed or refented in other

hands.

The time that unavoidably elapfed before Lord
Pigot's arrival in his government, afforded a full

fcope for the exercife of the nabob's ability in in-

trigue. 7 hough the part already tal^en by the counr

cil would neceflarily influence their condu£l in en-

deavourii^g to fupport or confirm their own former

afcl, he thought it prudent to interelt them dill more
deeply in the meafure of fecuring to him the perpe-

tual poffcfii^n of Tanjore. He accordingly borrow-

ed vail iums of money from feveral members of the

council, and fome others v^hofe weight and copcur-

rence might be requifite for the completion of his

fcheme; and directly or indireftly mortgaged to theni

the revenues of Tanjore, as a fecurity both for the

principal, and for a prodigious intereff arifing on it,

which amounted annually to near one third of the ori-

. ginal debt.

Lord Pigot did not reach Madras till, the latter

end of the year 1775; but notwithftanding the pre-

vious meafures which had been taken, and the violent

oppolition he experienced, he fucceeded fo far as;

to reftore the rajah to the jud poffeffion of his an-

cient and hereditary dominions. His Iqrdfiiip had

now
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riow to encounter the mortal enmity of the nabol),

and a corrupt combination of the majority of the

council, who were farther ftrengthened by the dan-

gerous power lodged in the hands of the commander
^n chiel of the forces. The dilputes grew hotter from

day to day; and the cabals with the nabob grew clofer

pnd clolcr. It was of the greattfl monunt to fend a

proper officer to Tanjnre. The oppohtion part of

the council ftrit agreed with the governor on the mea*

fure, and the dciignation of the pcrlcju. 1 hey f*'Oii

.changed their minds about the latter, and infilled,

^liat being the majority of the council, they had a

right to do every thing, regardleis of thj^ governor's

opinion or difibnt. Lord Pigot, finding them atluated

by no other principle than that of travcrfing all his

.endeavours for carrying the ordprs of the company
into execution, took a very bold ftep, for which no-

thing but the exigency ol the moment could afford

any excufe; and having put the queilion, carried t:.e

lufpcnfion of two of the council by his own calling

vote. He ulfo put Sir Robert Fletcher, t' e com-

mander in chief of the forces, under an arrell for dif-

obedicnce of his fupreme auihority in the f>r;ieis.

Inltead of waiting the deciiion of the com;.;ar:y on

thefe meafures, a plot was formed by the offended

party for fe.zing the perfon of the prefident, and for

effecting a complete revolution in their own favojr.

In confequence of the arrefl: laid upon Sir Robert

Fletcher, Colonel Stuart fucceeded to the cominand
of the forceps. Though this gentlc.nan was in the

higheft ftate of intimacy and fnendlhip with Lord Pi-

got, he notwithltanding entered deeply into the views

of the confpirators J and as any mih'iary violence

offered to the governor wiihin the precincls of the for-

trcfs would involve the adors in the penalties of the

mutiny laws, the colonel inveigled hhn to quit the

iOnlv iituation which could afford him llcurity. Ha-
ving, on ihe 23d of Augull, 1776, fpeni the fore part

of



54 H I ST O R Y OF THE

of the day with his lordfhip, he took occafion from

the excelfive heat of the weather to recommend in

the evening a cool retreat to a villa at a fmall diftance

from Madras, appropriated to the life of the gover-

nors; and made an offer of his own company, as a

farther inducement. In the way, they were furround-

ed, as had been concerted, by an officer and party of

fepoys, both in the company's fervice, when, under

the aufpices and immediate hands of his late compa-

nion and gueft, the governor was thrufl out of bis

chaife, with circumftances of not lefs rudenefs than vio-

lence, and carried prifoner to a place called the Mount,

where he was confined under a ftrong military guard.

His enemies now feized all the powers of government,

appointing their principal leader to be his fucceffor,

and copying the very aft on which their chief com-

plaints againit him were founded, by removing from

the council fuch members as had voted with him. in

the former ftruggle. Both parties fent confidential

perfons as exprelfes to England, the one to arraign,

and the other to jullify, the late proceedings. Even

the nabob had an agent in London, who left no means

untried to fecure effeftual fupport both at the India-

houfe and in parliament. But, in fpite of all the ef-

forts of corruption and intrigue, fo great was the in-

dignation of the company in general at the condu6l

of the confpirators, that when the whole bufinefs was

formally laid before the proprietors at their quarterly

court, on the 26th of March, 17775 they agreed to a

refolution, which was afterwards confirmed on a bal-

lot, by a majority of 382 to 140, recommending to

the court of direfl:ors, " to take the mod effe£tual

ineafures for reftoring Lord Pigot to the full exercife

of the powers veiled in him by the company;—and

for inquiring into the conduQ: of the principal aftors

in his imprilbnment."

Though feveral of the direQors had been gained

pver to the ojppofiie intereft, they could not avoid

afting
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a^ing in feeming conformity to this recommendation^

while they were lecreily determined to render it nu*

gatorv. Several refolutions were accordingly palled

at a court held the 11th of April, by which i,ord

Pigot was rcltored to the full exercile of the ollice and

powers, from which he had been degraded; his four

friends, who had been driven from their feats, were

reindated; and the feven members of the council, in-

cluding the commander in chief, who had violently

overthrown the goverment by a military force, were

fufpended from the company's fervice: but to thefe

was added a vote of cenlure on Lord Pigot's conduct;

and while inltruclions were preparing to accompany

the refolutions, every poflible impediment was thrown

in the way to retard or embarrafs the bufinefs. The
main fubjeft appeared to be almoft forgotten in a va-

riety of other diiputes. At length, under the im-

pohng fliow of an attempt to pleale all parties, to re-

concile all difibrences, and to adminiiter impartial

juftice, three new refolutions were propofed; and, to

the aftonifhment of the public, the queltion in favour

of them was carried, at another general court of pro-

prietors on the 9th of May, by a majority of 414 to

317. By the firit of thefe refolutions, after reproba-

ting the treatment which Lord Pigot had met with,

and affording him the mockery of a temporary reftora-

tion to his government, without any power of afting

in it, he was orde<red immediately home, for an in-

quiry into his conduft: by the fecond, his friends in

the council were ordered home: and by the third, the

whole body of his enemies were likewife recalled.

Such glaring inconfiltency in the proceedings at the

India-houfe prompted Governor Johnftone to bring

the matter before parliament on the 22d of the fame

month} and to move for feveral refolutions, which
went to a ftrong approbation of Lord Pigot's condud

;

to a confirmation of thofe acls of the company that

had been either pafled in his favour, or in condemna-
tion of the fa6\ious party at Madras; and to annul the

late



§6 HI ST O R Y OF THE
late incongruous refolution for his recal. On thefe,*

if carried, the mover intended to found a bill for bet-

ter fecuring the Englifh fettiements in the EaR-Indies.
The motion was oppofed by the friends of adminiftra-

tion, though mod of the principals were abfent, per-

haps from an unwillingnefs to take any Ihare in the de-

bate, it certainly did Lord North very little honour
to exert hirafelf in fupporting the abfurd and venal

refolution of the court of proprietors.—All the force

of argument, all the powers of eloquence, feemed to

be confined to the fpeakers of the minority on this oc-

cafion. Mr. Fox, in particular, excited fuch fudden
and extraordinary burlts of applaufe, as liad never
before been heard in a Britifh houfe of commons.
Yet, when a^divifion took place at one o'clock in the

fnorning, the numbers were only Gj in favour of Go-
vernor Johnfhone's motion, againfl 90, by whom it

was rejeded. The unfortunate nobleman, u'hofe con-

du6l and whofe fufferings were the chief fubjefl: of

the debate, did not live to feel the additional Iting of

parliamentary injuftice. Eleven days before this de-

cifion, he fell a vittim to the rigors of confinement^

to the infults and cruelty of his enemies; but retained

to the laft moment that dignity and firmnefs of charac-

ter, for which he had been fo eminently diftinguifhed.

This affair in all its circumflances was again brought

before the houfe of commons, on the 16th of Aprils

1779, when Admiral Pigot, the deceafed lord's bro-

ther, after Hating in a feries of refolutions, the prin-

cipal fatfs relative to the cataflrophe, concluded with

moving an addrefs to his majefty, praying, " that he

'would be gracioufly pleafed to give diredions to his

attorney-general to profecute George Stratton, Henry
Brooke, Charles Floyer, and George Mackay, Efqrs*

•for ordering their governor, Lord Pigot, to be ar-

-refted and confined under a military force; they being

Teturned to England, and now within the jurifdidion

of his majeily's courts of WeftminHer-huil." St rat-

. ton,
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ton, the ringleader of thole confpirators, was, at tlis

critical iriltaiitof time, perfonally prcCcnt in his place,

as a member oF the houfe of commons; and entered

into a long defence of his own conduft, as well as that

of his colleagues. But his vindication appeared fo un-

Tatisfaaory, that Admiral Pigot's reloluiions were car-

ricd and the addrefs agreed to unanimoufly. In the

fequel, however, the delinquents, though conviBcd in

the court of King's Bench, were fentenced only to

pay a trifling fine.

The attention of parliament was now called off frcfm

the confufions of the eaft to the more prefling concerns

of the weftcrn world. On the 30th of May, the Earl

of Chatham moved the houfe of lords to addrefs the

ihrone, praying that the mod fpeedy and effcBual mea-

iures (hould be taken for putting a flop to hodilities

in America, and for the removal of accumulated grie-

vances. He particularly infilled upon the ncceflity

of immediately adopting the propofed meafure, from

the imminent danger to which, in our prefentfituation,

^ve were expofed from the houfe of Bourbon. A treaty

between France and America, he faid, was then agi-

tating, whereby we fhould not only lofe the advan-

tages which we had derived from the vaft and incrcaf-

ing commerce of our colonies, but that commerce and

thofe advantages, would be acquired by our natural

enemies. He infifted on the impraBability of con-

quering America, and declared in that Itrong and em-

phatic language, by which this great ftatefman and ora-

tor wasfo peculiarly diltinguilhed, thatwe were "wag-

ing warwiih America underamalkcdbatteryof France,

which would ere long open upon us and fweep usaway."

The motion, after warm debates, was rejeded by a

majority of 99 to 28.

Thefe predidions were drawn from the true Iburce

of intelligence, a penetrating fagacity. A few days

after this fpeech was ci:livered, M. de Sartine, the

French miuillcr of marine, caufed a public inihument

Vol. VII. No. 134. N to
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to be delivered to the feveral chambers of commerce
in France, which allured them that the king his mailer

was determined to aiford the fuUefl: proteftion to their

commerce with the Americans, and would reclaim all

Ihips that were taken by EngUfh cruizers whilft con-

veying the produfts of that continent. This declara-

tion was in direcl defiance of all the navigation laws

which had been enabled by the Britifli legiflature.

That nice fenfe of injured honour, which had ever in-

fluenced this nation in her conduQ: towards foreigno
powers, was now mod hotorioufly fuppreffed. The
exigencies of the times dictated a tame and fubmiffive

fpirit, and it was adopted. The real or pretended fe-

curity, w hich the miniflry profefied, did not prevent

many foreboding apprehenlions being uttered in each

-houfe of parliament, and enquiries refpeQing the Hate

cf our navy wereilrenuoufly urged, which drew from

the noble lord at the head of the admiralty board a

very confident afiertion, that a force could in a very

iliort time be fent to fea, fufficient to cope with the

houfe of Bourbon, if the two branches fhould unite

againft us.

Such was the (late of Europe. In America, an ex-

pedition was undertaken early in the fpring of 1777.
The army at New York began to exercife a kind of

predatory war, by fending out parties to deftroy ma-

gazines, make incuriions, and take or deflroy fuch

iorts as lay on the banks of rivers, to which their great

command of fhippmggave them accefs. In this they

were generally fuccefsful ; the provincial magazines

at Peek's Hill, a place about fifty miles diftant from

New York, were dellroyed, the town of Dunbury, in

Connecticut, burnt, and that of Ridgefield, in the fame

provjnce, was taken poffellion of. In returning from

the laft expedition, the Britifh were greatly haraffed

bv the enemy under Generals Arnold, Woofter, and

Sullivan; but they made good their retreat in fpite of

all oppoiition, with the lofs of only 170 killed and

wounded.
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%vounded» On the American fide the lofs was much
greater; General Wooder was killed, and Arnol.l in

ilie molt imminent danger. On the other hand, the

Americans deilroyed the llore at Sagg Harbour, in

Long lli^nd, and made prifoncrs of all who defended

the place. As this method of making war could an-

iwcr but little purpofe, and favoured more of the bar-

barous incurfions of favagcs than of a war carried on

by a civilized people, it was refolvcd to make an at-

tempt on Philadelphia. At firll it was thought that

this could be done through the Jericys; but Gene-
ral Walhington had received fuch large reinforcements,

and polted himfelf fo ftrongly, that it was found to be

impratiicable. Many Itratagems were ufccf to draw
him from this Ilrong fiiuation, but without fuccefs^ fo

that it was found neceffary to make the attempt on
Philadelphia by fea. While the preparations for this

expedition were going forward, the Americans found

means to make amends for the capture or General Lee
by that of General Prefcot,, who was Teizcd in his

quarters with his aid-de-camp, in much the fame man-
ner as General Lee had been. This wasexeecdingly

mortifying to the general himfelf, as he had not long

before fet a price upon General Arnold, by oifering a

fum of money to anyone that apprehended him; which

the latter anfwered, by fetting a low'er price upon Ge-
neral Prefcot.

The mondi of J.uly was far advanced before tlie

preparations for the expedition againlt Philadelphia

were completed; and it was the 23d before the ilect

was able to iail from Sandy Hook. The force em-
ployed in this expedition confilted of thirty- f.x batta-

lions of Britifh and HefiTians, a regimeril of light horfe,

and a body of loyalifts raifed at New York. The re-

mainder of thefe, wiih feventecn battalions, and ano-

ther body of light horfe, were hationed at New York,
under Sir Henry Clinton. Seven battalions weie Ita-

tioned at Rhode Ifland. After a week's failing, they

N 14 arrived
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arrived at the mouth of the Delaware; when they re-

ceived certain intelligence, that the navigation of the

river was fo effectually obflrufted, that no poffibility

of forcing a paffage remained. Upon this it was re-

lolved to proceed farther fouthward, to Chefapeak
bay, in Maryland, from whence the diftance to Phila-

delphia was not very great, and where the provincial

army would find lefs advantage, from the nature of

the country, than in the Jerfeys.

On the news of their arrival in Chefapeak, Gene-
ral Wafliington left the Jerfeys, and hallened to the

relief of Philadelphia; and, in the beginning of Sep-

tember, met the royal army at Brandy-wine Creek,

about mid-day, between the head of the Elk and Phi-

ladelphia. Here he adhered to his former method of

fkirmifhing and haraffuig the royal army on its march;,

but, as this proved infufhcient to itop its progrefs, he

retired to that fide of the creek next to Philadelphia,

with an intent to difpute the paffage. This brought on
a general engagement, on the nth of September, in

which the Americans were defeated; and it was only

through the approach of night that they were faved

from being entirely deftroyed. On this occafion, the

provincials loll about looo in killed and wounded,
befides 400 taken prifoners.

The lofs of this battle proved alfo the lofs of Phi-

ladelphia. General Wafhington retired towards Lan-
cafler, an inland town ata confiderable diflance. Here
the Britifh general took fuch meafures as mufl have
forced the provincials to a fecond engagement, but a

violent rain, which lafled a day and a night, prevented

his defign. General Wafhington, though he could

not prevent the lofs of Philadelphia, dill adhered to

his original plan of dillrefTing the royal party, by lay-

ing ambuflies, and cutting off detached parties : but

in this he was lefs fuccefsful than formerly; and one
ol his own detachments, which lay inambufh in a wood,
were tbemlelves furprifcd and entirely defeated, witJi

" '

the
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the lofs of 300 killed and wounded, bcfides a great

number taken, and all their arms and bagsrage.

Intelligence having been received on the 20th of

September, that General Wayne had concealed him-

felf in the woods, with fifieen hundred men, U|;on (ome

fcheme of harading the left wing or the rear of the Bri-

tifli army on their march, Major-general Grey was de-

tached at night, with two regiments and a body of light

infantry, to furprifethat corps. His fldll and energy

were very conipicuous in this cnterprifc. He gave

ihic\ orders tiiat not a gun Ihould be bred, and that

his men fiiould trufl Iblely to the filent efieti of the

bayonet. The enemy'soutpolls were completely fur-

prifed, without the Icall noiie, at one in the morning;

and the Britifh troops, guided by the light of tlieir brc5,

rufhed in upon the encampment, where a dreadful

flaughter took place, about three hundred being kil-

led or wounded upon the fpot, and a number of pri-

foners taken, the remainder efcaping by thedarknefs

of the night, but with the lofs of all their baggage and
llorcs. Only one officer and three private men were

killed on the fide of the viftors, with the fame num-
ber wounded. Three days after, the whole army paf-

fed the Schuylkill without oppodtion, and there being

nothing now to impede their progrefi, they advanced
on the 26th to German-town, a village about I'even

miles from the capital of the province, where the main
body formed an encampment. Next morning Lord
Cornwallis, at the head of a Itrong detachment, took

peaceable polfcffion of Philadelphia, the congrefs

having removed their fittings to York Town in Vir-

ginia, and (General Wafliington having alfo withdrawn
to Skippach Creek, a ftrong polt about lixteen miles

from the Briiitifli head-quarters.

No fooner did Lord Howe receive intelligence of
thefe fuccelTes, than he moved round with the fleet

from the Chefapeak to the Delaware, the navigation of
which the Americans had endeavoured to render im-

pradicable
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practicable by works and batteries conftru6led on a
low marfhy iflarid, formed near the junftion of th«

Delaware and the Schuylkill; and on the oppofite

Ihore, by a redoubt and intrenchment at a place cal-

led Red-bank. Acrofs the mid-channel they had, in va-
rious parts, funk large tranfverfe beams, bolted toge-

ther, and ftrongly headed with iron pikes pointing in

various directions, to which, from the refemblance of
form, the appellation was given of chevaux de-Jrize,

Dr. Franklin is faid to haveafiTifted in the contrivance
of the whole machinery, before his departure for

France. To remove thefeobftruftions, fo as to open
a communication between the fleet and the army, was
an object of the utmoft importance; but it could not

be accompliflied without previoufly reducing the forts,

by which they were defended. Some ftrong parties

were therefore employed on this fervice: three regi-

ments had been left at Chefler, for the purpofe of l"e-

curing the conveyance of (tores and proviiions; and
the detachment under Lord Cornwaliis at Philadel-

phia confuted of four battalioris of grenadiers and a

fquadron of light horfe. General Wafhington hear-

ing of this difperfion of the Britifh forces, and having

been himfelf lately ftrengthened by the arrival of fif-

teen hundred troops from Peck's Kill, and a thoufand

Virginians, formed the defign of furprifing the camp
at German Town. With this view he left Skippach

Creek at fix in the evening of the 3d of October, and

inarching all night, began his attack juR at day-break.

The fortieth regiment, which lay at the head of the

village, being overpowered by numbers, was under

the neceffity of retreating; but their brave comman-
der, Lieutenant-colonel Mufgrave, by his addrefs and

adivity contrived to keep five companies together,

and took poll with them in a large (tone houfc, which

lay full in the front of the enemy. This grillant con-

, du8; arretted the Americans in their career, arid in

the event prevented the feparatiou of the right and
left
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left wings, wliile it afforded time to the whole line to

get undc r arms. , The colonel and his party, though

lurroundcd by a brigade, who at length brought up

four pieces of cannon to the aflault, maintained their

poll with imdaunicd courage, pourinjr a dreadful and

inccdant fire through the windows, till they were re-

lieved by Mcijor-gcneral Grey and three battalions of

the left wing, who wtre vigoroully fupportcd by Bri-

gadier-general Agnew at the head of the fourth bri-

gade. The engagement for fome time was very warm,

when a part of the right wing po'irmg down upon the

enemy from the oppohtc hde ot the village, they re-

tired with great precipitation, but made good their re-

treat, with all their artillery, under cover of a thick t(;g,

which rendered it difficult (or the Britifh troops to dif-

cover their movements. The lofs of the Americans

in this action was fuppofed to amount to between two

and three hundred killed, fix hundred wounded, and

above four hundred made prifoners. General Nafh,

and feveral inferior olHcers, were among the (lain. The
Britifli troops alfo fulfered feverely. About feventy

were killed, and in that number unhappily were Briga-

dier-general Agnew and Lieutenant-colonel Bird, of-

ficers of diftinguilhed reputation. A few only were

taken prifoners: but the number of the wounded fell

little fliort of four hundred and fifiy.

Meafures being foon after concerted between Sir >

William Howe and his brother for removing the ob-

ftruQions of the river, and the Britifh army having

withdrawn from German Town to the vicmity of Phi-

ladelphia, for the greater convenience of lituation, a
ilrong body of HelhanS wasfent over Cowper's Ferry

on the 22(1 of Odober to Itorm the fortrels of Red-
bank, whilll the (hips and batteries on the other fide

were to carry on theirattacks againft Mud Ifland, and
againll leveral gallics -and armed vcfiels which the

enemy had Itationed there. Though nothing could
exceed the good difpofitions made for thefe feveral at-

tacks.
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tacks, nor the exertions of vigotir and courage diJ'play-

cd both by the land and naval forces on their different

elements, yet the enterprife not only failed of fuccefs,

but was in every refpett unfortunate. The Heffians,

after a defperate engagement, were repulfed with pro-

digious (laughter; and the men of war and frigates,

though they made their way through the lower barrier,

could not bring their fire to bear, with any great ef-

fect, either on the principal works, or on the enemy's

marine. The Augulta man of war and Merlin floop

were ftrand^d in avoiding the chevaux-de-frize, and-

the Augufta was by accident blown up, but the greater

part of the officers and crew were faved. On the 15th

of November, the attack was renewed with a more for-

midable force; -and the artillery of the enemy being

completely filenced towards evening, the garnfon re-

tired in the night acrofs river in boats to Red-bank,

which was aifo Toon after evacuated. The chevaux-

de-frize were now weighed with no fmall difficulty, and

the free navigation of the Delaware was reftored. A
great, number of the American fhipping, finding them-

felves entirely deititute of proteQion, Tailed up the ri-

ver in the night time. Seventeen remained, whofe re-

treat was intercepted by a frigate and fome armed vef-

fcls; on which the Americans ran them afhore and

burnt them, to prevent their falling into the enemy's*

hands.

Thus the campaign of 1777, in Pennfylvania, con-

cluded fuccefsfuily on the part of the Britilh. In the

north, however, matters wore a diffisrent afpe6l. The
e'xpedition in that quarter had been projefcled by the

Britiffi minillry, asthemofleffeftual method that could

be taken to cruffi the, colonies at once. The four

provinces of New England had originally begun the

confederacy againfl: Britain, and they were ftill confi-

dered as the mofl; a61ive in the continuation of it; and

it was thought, that any impreffion made upon them

would contribute in an effefclual manner to the reduc-

tion
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tion of the reft. For this purpofe, an army of 4000
chofen Britifh troops, and 3000 Germans, were put

under the command of General Biirgc^yne: General
Carltton was directed to iife his interelt with the In-

dians to perfiiade them to alfift in this expedition; and
the province of Quebec was to furniih large parties to

join in the fame. The officers who commanded un-

der General Burgoyne were, General Philips of the

artillery, Generals Frazer, Powell, and liamiltori;

with the German officers, Genercds Rcid^fel and
Speecht. To aid the principal expedition, another
was projected on the Mohawk river, under Colonel
St. Leger, who was to be affidcd by Sir John John-
fon, fbn to the famous Sir William JohnfDn, who had
To greatly diflinguiffied himfelf in the war of 1755.
On the 21ft of June, 1777, the army encamped on

the weftern fide of the Lake Champlain; where, being
joined by a coniiderable body of Indians, General
Burgoyne made a fpeech, in which he exhorted thefe

new allies to lay alide their ferocious and barbarous
manner of making war; to kill only fuch as oppofed
them in arms; and to fpare prifoners, with fuch wo-
men and children as ffiould fail into their hands. Af-
ter ilTuing a proclamation, in which the force of Bri-

tain, and that which he commanded, was fet forth in

very oftentalious terms, the campaign opened with the

fiege of Ticonderoga. The place svas very flrong, and
garrifoned by 6oco men, under General Sinclair; ne-

verthelcfs, the works were fo extenfive, that even this

number was fcarcely fufficient to defend them. They
had therefore omitted to fortify a s ugged eminence, cal-

led Sugar Hill, the top of which overlooked and effi:c-

tually commanded the whole works; vainly imagining,

that the difficulty of theafcent would be fufficient to

prevent the enemy from taking poffeffion of it. On
the approach of the firft divifion of the army, the pro-
vincials abandoned and fet fire to their outworks; and
{o expeditious were the Britiffi troops, that by the 5th
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of July every poll was feciired which was judged ne-

celtary for invefting it completely. A road was foon

after made to the very fummit of that eminence, which

the Amet'ic^nshad with fuch confidence fuppofed could

not be afcended; and fo much were they now diflieart-

ened, that they inftantly abandoned the fort entirely,

taking the road to Skeneiborough, a place to the fouth

of Lake George; while their baggage, with what ar-

tillery and military ftores they could carry off, were

fent to the fame place by water. But the, Britifli ge-

nerals were determined not to let them pafs fo eafily.

Both were purfued, and both overtaken. Their arm-

ed vcffels conlifted only of five galleys; two of which

were taken, and three blown up; on which they fet fire

to their boats and fortifications at Skenefborough. On
this occafion, the provincials loll 200 boats, i 30 pieces

of cannon, with all their provifions and baggage. Their

land-forces under Colonel Francis made a brave de-

fence againft General Frazcr: and, being greatly fu-

-perior in number, had almoft overpowerefl him^ when
General Rcidefel, with a large body of Germans,
came to his affiftance. The enemy were now over-

powered in their turn; and, their commander beings

killed, they fled on all fides with great precipitation.

In this attion 200 Americans were killed, as many ta-

ken prifbners, ai^d above 600 wounded, many ofwhom
periihed in tiie woods for want of affillance.

During the engagement, General Sinclair was at

^ailjeton, about fix miies from the place; but, inftead

of going forward to Fort Anne, the next place of

ftrength, he repaired to the woods which lie between
- that fortrefs and New England. General Burgoyne
detached Colonel Hill, with the ninth regiment, to in-

tercept fuch as fhould attempt to retreat towards Fort

Anne. On his way he met with a body of the ene-

my, faid to be fix times as numerous as his own; who,
after an engagement of thrqe hours, were obliged tQ

retire with great lofs. After fo many difallers, def-

pairing
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pairing of being able make any {land at Fort Anne,
they fet fire to it, and retired to Fort Edward. In all

thcfe engagements, the lofs of killed and wounded in

the royal army did not exceed two .hundred men.

General Burgoyne was now obliged to fufpcnd his

operations for fome time, and wait at Skenefborough

for the arrival of his tents, provifions, &c. He there-

fore employed this interval in nuking roads through

the country about St. Anne, and in clearing a paffage

for his troc^ps to proceed againll the enemy. This was

attended with incredible toil; but all obftacles were
furmounted With equal patience and rcfolution by the

army. In fliort, after undergoing the utmoft difficul-

ties that could be undergone, and making every exer-

tion that man could make, he arrived v.'iih his army be-

fore Fort Edward about the end of July, Here Ge-
neral Schuyler had been for fome time endeavouring
to recruit the fliattered American forces, and had been
joined by General Sinclair with the remains of his ar-

my; the garrifon of Fort George alfo, (ituated upon
the lake of that name, had evacuated the place, and re-

tired to Fort Edward. However, on the approach of
the royal army, they retired thence alfo, and formed
their head-quarters at Saratoga.

Notwithdanding the great lucceffes of the Britifh ge-

neral, the Americans Ihewed not the lead difpofition

to fubmit, but fecmedonly to confiderhow they might
make the moil efFeftual reliftance. For this purpofc,

the militia were every where raifed and draughted to

join the army at Saratoga; and fuch numbers of vo-

lunteers were daily added, that they foon began to re-

cover from the terror into which they had been thrown.
That theymight have a commander whofe abilities could
be reJicd on, General Arnold was appointed, who re-

paired to Saratoga with a confidcrable train of artillery;

but, receiving intelligence that Colonel St. Legcr was
proceeding with great rapidity in his expedition on the

Mohawk Kfiver, he removed to Stillwater, a place

O 2 about
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about half way between Saratoga and the junQion of
the Mohawk and Hudfon's River. The colonel, in

the mean time, had advanced as far as Fort Stanwix;
the fiege of which he prefled with great vigour. On
the 6th of Auguft, underftanding that a fupply of pro-

vifions, efcorted by eight or nine hundred men, was
on the way to the for*t, he difpatched Sir John Johnfon
with a ftrong detachment to intercept it. This he did

fo effeftually, that befides intercepting the provifions,

400 of its guard were flain, 200 taken, and the reft ef-

caped with great difficulty. The garrifon, however,
were not to be intimidated by this difafter, nor by the

threats or reprefentation of St. Leger: on the contra-

ry, they made feveral fuccefsful fallies, under Colo-

nel Willetj the fecond in command; and this gentle-

man, in company with another, even ventured out of
the fort; and, eluding the vigilance of the enemy, paf-

fed through them, in order to haften the march of Ar-
nold to their affiftance.

Thus the affairs of Colonel St. Leger feemed to be
in no very favourable fituation, notwithltanding his

late fuccefs, and they were foon totally ruined by the

defertion of the Indians. They had been alarmed by
the report of General Arnold's advancing with 2000
men to the relief of the fort; and, while the colonel

was attempting to give them encouragement, another

report was fpread, that General Burgoyne had been

defeated with great flaughter, and was now flying be-

fore the provincials. On this, he was obliged to re-

treat, with the lofs of the tents, and fome of the ardl-

lery and military (lores.

General Burgoyne, in the mean time, notwithftand-

ing the difficulties he had already fuftained, found that

he muft ftill encounter more. The roads he had made
with fo much labour and pains, were deftroyed, either

by the wetnefs of the feafon, or by the enemy; fo that

the provifions he brought from Fort George could

not arrive at his camp without prodigious toil. On
hearing
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hearing of the fiege of Fort Stanwix by Colonel St.

Leger, he determined to move forward, in hopes of

inclofing the enemy betwixt his own army and that of

St. Lcgcr, or of obtaining the command of all the

country between Fort Stanwix and Albany, or, at any

rate, a jiindion with Colonel St. Leger would be ef-

feftcd, which could not but be attended with the mod
happy coDlequenccs. The only difficulty was, the

want of provifions; and this it was propofcd to reme-

dy by reducing the provincial magazines at Benning-

ton. For this purpofe, Colonel Baume, a German
officer of great bravery, was chofen, with a body of

500 men. The place was about twenty miles from
Hudfon's River; and, to fupport Baume's party, the

whole army marched up the river's bank, and encamp-

ed almoil oppofite to Saratoga, with the river betwixt

it and that place. An advanced party' was polted at

Batten Kill, between the camp and Bennington, in or-

der to fupport Colonel Baume. In their way, the

Britifh feized a large fupply of cattle and provifions,

which were immediately fent to the camp; but the bad-

nefs of the roads retarded their march lo much, that

intelligence of their dcfign was fent to Bennington.
Underftanding now that tiie Amcricaaforce was greatly

fuperior to his own, the colonel acquainted the gene-

ral, who immediately difpatched Colonel Breyman
with a party to his alfi (lance; but, through the fame
caufes that had retarded the march of Colonel Baume,
this affiftance came too late. General Starke, in llie

mean time, who commanded at Bennington, det< rmi-

ned to attack the two parties feparately; and, for this

purpofe, advanced againlt Colonel Baume, whom he
furrounded on all fides, and attacked with the utmoft
violence. The troops defended themfelves with great

valour, but were to a man either killed or taken. Co-
lonel Breyman, after a defperate engagement, had the

good luck to etfe6l a retreat through the darknefs of

the
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the night, which otherwife he could not have done, as

his men had expended all their ammunition.
General Burgoyne, difappointed in his attempt on

Bennington, applied himlelf with indefatigable dili-

gence to procure provifions from Fort George; and,
having amaffed a fuflicient quantity to lafl for a month,
be threw a bridge of boats over the river Hudfon,
which he crofled about the middle of September, en^

camping on the hills and plains near Saratoga. As
foon as he approached the provincial army, encamped
at Stillwater under General Gates, he determined to

make an attack; for which purpofe he put himfelf at

the head of the central divifion of his army, having

General Frazer and Colonel Breyman on the right,

with Generals Reidefel and Philips on the left. In
this pofition he advanced towards the enemy on the

1,9th of September. But the Americans did not now
wait to be attacked : on the contrary, they attacked the

central divifion v/ith the greateft ardour; aud it was

not until General Philips with the artillery came up,

that they could be repulfed. On this occafion, though

the Britiflijroops lolt only 330 in killed and wound-
ed, and the enemy no lefs than 1500, the former were

very much alarmed at the obftinate refolution fhewii

by the Americans. This did not, however, prevent

the BritiOi from advancing towards the enemy, and

pofting themfelves the next day within cannon fliot of

their lines. But their allies the Indians began to de-

f'ert in great numbers; and at the fame time the gene-

ral was in the higheft degree mortified by having no
intelligence of any affiftance from Sir Henry Clinton,

as had been ftipulated. He now received a letter front

him, by which he was informed that Sir Henry in-

tended to make a diverfion on the North River m his

favour. This afforded' but little comfort: however,

he returned an anfwer by feveral trufty perfons whom
he difpatched different ways, Hating his prefent dif-

trefled fituation, and mentioning that the provifions

and
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and other ncccfl'aries he had would only enable himio
hold out till the 12th oF Otlobcr.

In the mean time the Americans, in order to cut off

the retreat of the Britifh army, undertook an expodi*

tion againd Ticonderoga; but were obliged to aban-

don the enterprifc after having furprifcd all the out*

pofts, and taken a great number of boats with Ibme
iirmcd velfels, and a number of prifoners. The army
under General Burgoyne now laboured under the

greatcfl: diilrclfcs; lb that in the beginning of Odober
he was obliged to dimlnifli the foldiers' allowance.

On the 7th of that month he determined to move to-

wards the enemy. For this purpofe he lent a body
of 1500 men to reconnoitre their left wing; intend

ing, if poiTible, to break through it in order to eftc8; a
retreat. This detachment had not proceeded far,

when a dreadful attack was made upon the left wing
of the Britifh army, which was with great difficulty

preferved by a reinforcement brought up by General
Frazer, who was killed in the aftion. After the troops
liad with great difficulty regained their camp, it was
furioufly alfaultedby General Arnold; who, notwith-
ftanding all oppofition, would have forced the entrench-
ments, had he not received a dangerous wound, which
obliged him to retire. Thus the attack failed on the
left, but on the right the camp of the .German referve
was forced, Colonel Breyman killed, and his country-
men defeated, with the lofs of all their artillery and
baggage.

I'his was by far the heavieft lofs the Britifli army
,
had fultained lince the afction at Bunker's Hill, The
lill of killed and wounded amounted to near 1200, ex-
clufive of the Germans; but the greatell misfortune

^ was, that the enemy had now an opening on the Y'\<^ht

and rear of the Britifh forces, lo that the army was
r threatened with entire deftruttion. This obliged Ge-
neral Burgoyne once more to fliift his pofition, that
(he enemy might aUb be obliged to alter theirs. This

was
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was accomplifhed on the night of the 7th5 without any
lofs, and all the next day he continued to offer the ene-

my battle; but they were now too well afTured of ob-
taining a complete vidory, by cutting off all fupplies

from the Briiiflh, to rifk another engagement. Where-
fore they advanced on the right fide, in order to in-

clofehim entirely; which obliged the general todireQ
a retreat towards Saratoga. But the enemv had Ra-

tioned a great force on the ford at Hudfon's River, fo

that the only poflibility of retreat was by fecuring.a

paffage to Lake George; and, to effetl this, a body of

workiijen were detached, with a ftrong guard, to re-

pair the roads and bridges that led to Fort Edward.
As foon as they were gone, the enemy fecmed to me-
nace an attack; which rendered it neceffary to recal

the guard, and the workmen, being of courfe left ex-

pofed, could not proceed. The boats, which convey-

ed provifions down Hudfon's River, were now expo-

fed to the continual fire of the American markTmen,

who alfo took many of them; fo that it became necef-

fary to convey the provifions over land. In this ex-

treme danger it was refolved to march by night to Fort

Edward, forcing the paffages at the fords either above

or below the placb; and, in order to effeQ; this the

more eafily, it was refolved that the foldiers fliould car-

'

ry their provifions on their backs, leaving behind their

baggage and every other incumbrance. But, before

this could be executed, intelligence was received that

the enemy had raifed Itrong entrenchments oppofite

to thefe fords, well provided with cannon, and that

thev had likewife taken poffefiion of the rifing ground

between Fort George and Fort Edward, which in like

manner, was provided with cannon.

All this time the American army was increafing by

the continual arrival of militia and volunteers from all

parts. Their parties extended all along the oppofite

bank of Hudfon's River, and fome had even paffed it

in order to watch the leait movement of the Britifh

.
army.
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army. The whole force under Gerjeral Gates was

computed at upwards of 16,000 men, while the army"

under General Burgoyne did not amount to 6000;
and every part of the camp was penetrated by tlvc

grape and rifle fhot of the enemy, befidcs difcharges

from their anillerv, which were almoft incellrint. In

this ftate of extreme diRreis and danger, the army
continued with the greated conftancy and perii;ve-

rance till the evening of the 13th of Otlober, when,

an inventory of provifions being taken, it was found

that no more remained than what were fuflicient to

ferve for three days; and, a council of war being

called, it was unanimoufly deterni'ncd iliat there was

no method now remaining, but to treat with the enemy.

In confequence of this, a negociation was opened the

next day, which fpeedily terminated in a eapitulatioa

of the whole Britilh army; the principal article of

which was, that the troops were to have a free paf-

fage to Britain, on condition of not ferving againll

America during the war. On this occalion, General

Gates ordered his array to keep within their camp,
while the Britifli foldiers went to a place appointed

for them to lay down their arms, that the latter might

not have the additional mortification of being made
fpe£lacles of fo melancholy an event. The number
of thofe who furrendere'' ?.r, Saratoga, amounted to

5750, according to the A.iiCiican accounts; the lift

of lick and wounded left in i:c camp when the army
retreated to Saratoga, to 528; and the number of
thofe loft by other accidents fince the taking of Ti-

conderoga, to near 3000. But in th.e evidence after-

wards adduced before the houl'e of commons by Ge-
neral Burgoyne, it appeared that the number of effec-

tive men in the Britifli army at the time it furrendered,

amounted only to 3499; whilll the number of the Ame-
rican army, according to General Gates's return, was

18,624. Thirty-five brafs field-pieces, 7000 Hand of

arms, clothing for an equal number of ioldiersj with

Vol. IL No. 134. P the
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the tents, military cheft, Szc. likewife fell into the

hands oF the Americans.
Sir Henry Clinton, in the mean time, had failed

up the North River, and deflroyed the two forts call-

ed Montgomery and Clinton, with Fort Conftitution,

and another place called Continental Village, where

were barracks for 2Coo men. Seventy large cannon
were carried away, befides a number of fmaller ar-

tillery, and a great quantity of (lores and ammuni-
tion; a large boom and chain reaching acrofs the ri-

ver from Fort Montgomery to a point of land called

St. Anthony's Nofe, which coft no lefs than ycocoh
fierling, were partly deilroyed and partly carried

away, as was alfo another boom of Utile lefs value at

Fort Conftitution. Another attack was made by Sir

James Wallace, with fome frigates, and a body of

land-forces under General Vaughan. The place

which now fuffercd was named Efopus: the fortifica-

tions were deflroyed, and the town itfelf reduced to

aflies, as that called Continental Village had been be-

fore. But thefe fucceffes, of whatever importance

they might be, were now difregarded by both parties.

They ferved only to irritate the Americans, llufhed

widi their fucceis; and they were utterly infufficient

to raifc the fpirits of the Britifli, who were now'

thrown into the utmoll difmay.

Having conduQed the war to this point, we fhali

here make digreffion to fpeak of the heroic behaviour

of a lady, v^hofe huflDand was made prifoner in the

action of the 7th of O6lober.

Lady Harriet Achland accompanied her hufband

Colonel Achland to Canada, iii the beginning of the

year 1776. Inthe courle of that campaign under Sir

Guy Carleton, Ihe attached herfelf to the army, and

traverfed a vail fpace of country during its progrefs,

through all the different extremities of wet, cold, and

heat, and under fuch circumftances ofdifticuhy and

diiirefs, that would exhibit, if properly detailed, an

intereiting picture of the fpiritj the enterprife, and in^

trepidity,
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trepidity, of ancient romance, realized and regulated

upon the chaftc and fobcr principles of rational love

and connubial duty.

In the opening of the campaign of 1777, when
General Burgoyne took the command of the expe-

dition from Canada to Albany, Lady Harriet again

prepared to follow the fortunes of her hufband. The
firfl: objc6l of this expedition was to reduce the ftrong

garrifbn of Ticonderago; and, as a fcvere adion wasex-
pcQcd to take place, flie was redrained from offering her-

felftoaihare of the fatigue and hazard likely to enfue,

by the pofitive injunttions of the colonel. It happened,
Iiowever, that Ticonderago was abandoned by the

Americans, after very little refiftance, who retreated

towards Cadleftovvn. They were purfued with great

fpirft, and overtaken by the Britifli; when a fevere

and obllinate confliB: took place, in which Colonel
Achland was badly wounded. Lady Harriet, who
had been left with other ladies at Crown Point, on
hearing the news fell into the utmofl; anxiety and per-

turbation of mind, at having been prevailed upon to

flay behind, when perhaps the life of her hufband
Avas fufpended on a filken thread, and his recovery

depending on the doubful chance of being properly

nurfed and carefully attended.

In this flate of anxious alarm, no arguments could
confole, or dangers reilrain, her. She took the def-

perate rcfolution of committing herfelftothe mercy
of the waves, in lan open boat and in tempefluous
weather, attended by four feamen, who, prevailed

on by the offer of a great reward, took her acrofs

the LakeChamplain,at theutmoft peril of their lives, to

join the colonel, whom flie found upon his fick bed,

and in want of all thofe tender ollices fo critical a fi-

tuation requires, and which, when adminiffered by
the hand of the woman we love, feldom fail of produc-
ing the happieft effefts both on the body and mind.
As foon as Colonel Achland recovered, Lady Har-

Het would no longer be perfuaded from following his

P 2 fortunes
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fortunes through tire cair.paigrij and at Fort Edward*
or at the next camp, {he puichafed a two-wheel tum^
bril for her carriage, conflrufted by fome of the ar-

tificers of the artillery, fomething fimilar to what the

poit-boys drive with the mail upon the crofs-country

roads in this kingdom. Colonel Achland command-
ed the Britifli grenadiers, attached to that part of the

army under General Frafer, which confifted of the

light infantry, compofcd of chofen men from alb the

regmients, and formed the advanced corps; and were
conltquently always employed in harrafling the rear,

and pufliing forward upon the enemy. Their fitua-

tions were often fo alert, that neither officers nor
men were fuffered to fleep out of their clothes. In
one of thefe fiiuaiions, a tent, in which the colonel

and Lady Harriet were afleep, fuddenly took fire.

An orderly ferjeant of grenadiers, with great hazard
of fufPocation, dragged out the firft perfon he caught

hold of. It proved to be the colonel. It happened
in the fame inflant that Lady Achland, unknowing
what file did, and perhaps not perfeftly awake, pro-

videntially msde her efcape, by creeping out under

the back part of the tent. The firft objeft fhe faw,

upon the recovery of her fenfes, was the colonel, on
the other fide; but, in the fame inftant, plunging into

the fire again, in fearch of her. The ferjeant agair»

favcd his officer; but not till he was very feverely

turned in his face, and in different parts of his body.

Every thing they had with them in the tent was conr

fumed.

This accident happened a little before General

Eurgoyne's army pafled the Hud Ton's river. It nei-

ther altered the refolution nor the cheerfulnefs of La-

dy Harriet; and flie condnued her progvefs, a regu-

lar partaker of all die fatigues of the advanced corps,

furrounded with peril, and an eye-witnefs to every

fcene of defolation and diflrefs. The next call upon

her fortitude was of a different nature, and infinitely

piore trying, as of longer fulpence. On the march
of
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oF the troops to attack the American army, on the

191I1 of September, 17775 the grenadiers, which Co-

lonel Achland led into a6tion, being liable to engage

at every (tep, he had previoufly dircfted his lady to

follow the route of the artillery and ba::;gage, ^Ahich

was not expoft^d. At the time the atlioii began, (he

found herCclf near a (mall uninhabited hut, where llie

alighted. When it was found the battle was becom-

ing general and bloody, the furgeons of the hofpital

took poU'cirion of" the lame place, as the molt conve-

nient for the hr(t care of the wounded, Few actions

have been charaQerized by more obitinacy in attack

or defence, than that which now took place. The
Britifh bayonet was repeatedly tried ineffeBucdly.

JLleven hundred Britifli Ibldiers, foiled in thefc trials,

1)ore inceflant fire from a fuccelTion of frefh troops

in fuperior numbers, for upwards of four b.ours; and,

after a iofs of above a third of dicir number, forced

the enemy at ]Ai. Of a detachment of a captain and.

forty-eight artillery-men, thirty -fix were killed or
wounded; yet, in the dufk of the evening, the enemy
gave way, and retired in all directions. The tribute

of praife due to fuch troops, oppofed to treble their

number, will never be withheld by a generous na-

tion; and, after the obftinate confliBs this army ex-

perienced with the Americans, let not that people,

now prejudice is done away, be again fligmatized

with cowardice.^ It were inconfiftent, as well as ab-

furd, to fuppofe that a people, who are the counter-

part of ourielves, fhould notjnherit limilar prowefs
and courage.

During the whole of this arduous engagement was
Lady Harriet in hearing, as well as within reach, of
one incelfant fire of cannon and mufls.etry, and under
the continual dread, from the pod her hufband filled

at the head of the grenadiers, that he wou'd be the

next brought in, maimed and breathlefs; fince he com-
pianded in the inoll expofed part of the aftion. She

had
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bad three female companions, the Baronefs of Reide^^

fel, and the wives of two Briiifli officers, Major Har-
nage and Lieutenant Reynell; but in the event their

prefence ferved for but little comfort. Major Har-
nage was foon brought to the furgeons defperately

wounded; and a little after came intelligence that

Lieutenant Reynell was fliot dead on the fpot. Ima-
gination will want no helps to form a competent idea

of the diftreffing fcene to which thefe amiable women
were reduced.

From the date of that aftion, to the 7th of 06lober
following, Lady Harriet, with her ufual ferenity,

ilood prepared for new trials! and it was her lot that

their feverity increafed with their number. The
two armies were fo near together, that not a night

palfed without firing; and fometimes concerted at-

tacks were made upon the advanced corps of the Bri-

tifbj in which Colonel Achland was always polled.

On the 7th of OSober the two armies formally en-

gaged, and a fevere conflid enfued; during the whole
of which Lady Harriet was expofed to the moft im-

jninent danger, and finally received the (hock of her

individual misfortune, mixed with the intelligence of
the general calamity,—the troops were defeated—Sir

Francis Clarke was killed—General Frafer expiring

—and Colonel Achland defperately woundedj and
taken prifoner!

The whole of the next day was a continuation of

the fame inaufpicious beginning. Lady Harriet and
her companions flill partook of the common anxiety;

not a tent nor a filed being left flanding, except what
belonged to the furgeons, their refuge was among
the wounded and the dying. An awful fcene, how-
ever, was yet to come; as if enough had not occur-

red to touch their fenfibility, or excite their feeling?.

Early in the morning of the 8th, General Frafer

breathed his laft; and, with the moft perfeft refigna-

tion and compofure, requefted that he might be car-

' ried^
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lied, by the foldiers of his own corps, to the great

redoubt where he rcceivdd his wound, and there bu-

ried. About fuivfct this I'olemn oiiice was put in

execution; and the corpfe was -carried up the bill,

under circuniflances fcarccly to be dcrcribcd. To
arri\ e at the great redoubt, il^.c proccirion was obliged

to pafs within view of the grcated" part of both armies.

The ir.cefiant cannonade during the folcmnity—the

Heady attitude and unaltered voice with which the

chaplain ofliciiitcd, though frequently covered with

dirt, which the falling of the cannon balls threw upon

all fides of him and over his book—the mute but ex-

preflive mixture of fenhbility and indignation upon

every countenance at lo unfeeling a procedure, are

obje61s that will remain to the lall of life upon the

minds of every one who was prefent. The growing

duflvinefs added to the awful fcenery of the evening;

and the whole marked a charatler of that interelling

conjunfture, that would make one of the fineft fub-

jetts, for the pencil of a mafter, that the field of bat-

tle ever exhibited.
' This folcmnity was no fooner performed, than Lady
Harriet made application to General Burgoyne, en-

treating him to afford her fuch affiltance as would
enable her to pafs to the camp of the enemy, in order

to requeft permiifion of General Gates to attend her

wounded hufband. General Burgoyne, though fen-

fible that patience and fortitude, in a fupreme degree,

are fometimes found, as well as every other virtue, in

the moft delicate of the fex, was neverthelefs aftonifli-

ed at the propofal. After fo long an agitauon of

the fpirits, exhaultcd not only for want of rert,

but abfolutely for want of food, drenched in rains

for feveral days together, that a woman fliould be
capable of fuch an undertaking as delivering her-

felf to the enemy, probably in the night, and uncer-

tain of what hands fhe might firlt fall into, appeared

an effort above human nature. The afliftance Ihe

required was however readily affordgd her by the ge-

neral,
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neral, as far as circumftances wauld permit. She
was furnifiied with an open boat, a little rum, and
dirty water; and General Burgoyne addreffed a few
little to General Gates, recommending her to his

prote61ion.

Mr. Briidenell, the chaplain in the artillery, who
officiated fo fignally at General Frafer's funeral, rea-

dily undertook to accompany her; and with one fe-

male fervant, and the colonel's valet de chambre, flie

rowed down the river to meet the enemy. But her

diftreffes were not yet to end. The night was far

advanced before (he reached the enemy's out pofts,

and the centinel was not only with difficulty rellrained

from firing upon them, but he would not let them
pafs, nor even come on-fhore. In vain Mr. Brude-
nell offered the flag of truce, and reprefented the

fiate.of this extraordinary paflenger. The guard,

apprehenfive of treachery, and punBilious to their

orders, infifted on their remaining in the boat, on the

fpot where they then were, until the morning; and,

if the boat attempted to ftir from the place, he would

fire into it. Lady Achland's anxiety and fufferings

were thusprotra6led through feven long hours of dark-

iicfs and cold; and her refleBions upon this firft recep-

tion could give her no very flattering ideas of the treat-

ment fhe was afterwards to expeB;. But it is a tribute

due to juftiee, at the clofe of this adventure, to fay,

that file w^as received and accommodated by General

Gates, with all the humanity and refpeft that her rank,

her merits, and her misfortunes, deferved; and, (he

was efcorted to her bufband, through the American

armvj with a generofity and refpecllul attention, at

leaft equal to the philantrophy and humanity of

Alexander to his illuftrious captives of the Perfian

empire.

Let fuch as are affisfted by thefe circumftancc^

of alarm, hardfhip, and danger, recoiled that the

fubjetl of 'thenl was a woman—of the moft tender

and
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and delicate frame—of the gentled mnnncrs—habi-

tuated to all the foft elegances, and refined enjoy-

ments, that attend high birth, and fortune; and far

advanced jn a (late in which the tender cares, always

due to the fex, become indifpenfil)ly neceffary. Her
mind rofe fuperior to all the diiHculties that furround-

ed her, and feemed alone formed for fuch trials!

—

The unfortunate conclufion of that campaign has

been already related, and we lliall now relume the

thread of our hiltory.

When the parliament met, on the 20th of Novem-
ber, 1777, the fituation of the northern army was

thought to be alarming, but the catallrophe which
had then aftually befallen it was little expected : the

attention of the nation was chiefly drawn to the con-

du6l of France. Notwithitanding that court reite-

rated her aflurances of being heartily difpofed to pre-

ferve the peace fubfi fling with Great Britain inviolate,

yet delegates from the American congrefs were openly

received by the French miniftry; they were knowa
to bear a public charafter from the Thirteen United
Provinces, and the obje6l of their miflion could
"fcarcely be miftaken. There is no furer ted of thfc

adivity and talents of a minifler, than his procuring

early and certain intelligence ofthemeafures which other

powers are purfuing. The miniftry in both houfes of
parliament avosved their beliefof the pacific difpofition

of France, founded on the advices they received from
Lord Stormont, our ambaffador at that court. Not-
withftanding which, on the 13th of January, 1778, a
treaty of commerce between the court of Verfailles

and the Thirteen United States of America, was
iigned by the French minifler and the American ple-

nipotentiaries; and on the 6ih of the following month,
another treaty was executed, whereby the two powers
entered into a defenfive alliance.

On thq, 17th of February, Lord North brought two
bills into the houfe of con)mons, which he meant as

Vol, VIL No. 134. Q amean^
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a means of bringing about a reconciliation between
Gr^t Britain and her American colonies. The firft

declared the intentions of the parliament of Great Bri-

tain, concerning the exercife of the right of impofmg
taxes within -his majefty's colonies, provinces, and
plantations, in North America: the other enabled his

majefty to appoint commifTioners with fufficient pow- .

ers to treat, confult, and agree upon the means of
quieting the diforders fubfilting in certain of the co-

lonies, &c. of North America, for which purpofc
it appointed five commiffioners, and endowed them
"with very extenfive powers; fuch as, authorizing

them to treat with the congrefs by name, as if it were
a legal body; ^d fo far to give it authenticity, as to

fuppofe its acts and conceffions binding on America;
to treat with any of the provincial afTemblies upon
their prefent conftitution, and with any individuals in

their prefent civil capacities, or military commands;
with General Wafhington, or any other officer.

That they fliould have a power to order a fufpenfion

of arms: to fufpend tlie operations of all laws; and

to grant all forts of pardons, immunities, and rewards.

That they fhould have a power of reftoring all the

colonies, or any of them, to the form of their ancient

conftitution, as it flood before the troubles: and in

any of thefe where the king nominated the governors,

council, judges, and other magillratcs, to nominate

fuch at their difcretion, until his farther pleafure

was known.

As the deficiency of powers in the former commif-

fioners had been objeQed to,- whereby the congrefs

had raifed a difficulty, on pretence of the non-admif-

fion of their tide to be independent ftates; this a£l,

therefore, attempted to obviate that difficulty, by de-

claring, that, fhould the Americans now claim their

independence on the outfet, they fliould not be re-

quired to renounce it, until the treaty had received

its final ratification by the king and parliament of

Great
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Great Britain. The commifTioners were thereby to

be in(tru6led to ncgociatc for Ibme reafonable and

moderate coiuribution, towards the common defence

of the empire when re-united; but, to take away all

pretence for not terminating this unhappy difference,

the contribution was not to be infilled on as B-Jine

qua non of the treaty; but that, if the Americans
ihould refufe fo reafonable and equitable a propofi-

tion, they were not to complain, if hereafter they

did not receive fupport from that part of the empire,

to whofe expences they had refufed to contribute.

This was granting to America every thing fhe could
have wifhed before her treaty with France took place,

as it gave her not only a full exemption from all in-

ternal taxation, but alfo from all claims of Great
Britain on their provincial affemblies, founded on
paft, prefent, or future, national expenditures, pro-

vided the colonies found themfelves equal to their

own defence.

The five commifTioners named were, the Command-
er in Chief of the land and fea forces in America, the

Earl of Carlifle, Mr. Eden, and Governor Johnflone.

The two bills palFed both houfes without a divi-

fion in either. That thefe conceffions were extorted

from the miniflry by the information which they had
at length received, of the league entered into between
France and America, can hardly be doubted; and
they feem to provis, what could otherwife have hardly

been fuppofed, that the afTurances given by France,

of her determination to take no part in the quarrel

between Great Britain and her colonies, had gained

full credit with them, until the two treaties were
aftually figned.

M. de Noailles, the French ambaffador at the court

of London, having fignified to the fecretary of flate,

that fuch treaties had been ratified at Paris, that they

were founded on the aftual independence of America,
and in no refpcd flipulaied for any exclufive commer-

Q 2 cial
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cial advantages on either fide, he concluded his de*

claration with expreffing the hopes of the king his

mafter, that this aliianct: would not break off that har-

mony which then fubfifted between the t\yo kingdoms j

but at all events the trench king was determined to

proteft the lawful commerce of his fubjefts, and to

maintain the dignity of his Hag.

Melfages to both houfes of parliament were deli-

vered from his majefty on the 17th of March, 1778,
atcompanied with the above declaration; whereupon
addrefles were prefented, full of the warmeft affu-

rances of fupport, and inveighing againit the unjuft

and unprovoked conduQ of France. The French arn-

bafiador received notice to quit the kingdom, and
l-ord Siormont M'as recalled from Paris. No decla-

ration .of war followed on either fide, although great

preparations were made: fixty thoufand feameri, in-

cluding eleven thoufand marines, were voted for the

fervice of 1778. The whole expence of the navy

for that year, amounted to upwards of five millions.

The x^mericans, in the mean time, affiduoufly em-
ployed their agents at the courts of Spain, Vienna,

Pruffia, and Tufcany, in order, if pofTible, to con-

clude alliances with them, or at lead to procure an

acknowledgment of their independency. As it had
been reported that Britain intended to apply for affift-

ance to Rdffia, the American commiifioners were en-

joined to ufe their utmoll influence with the Germain
princes to prevent fuch auxiliaries from marching
through their territories, and to endeavour to procure

the recal of the German troops already fent to Ame-
rica; and, fhould Great Britain, by thejr joint en-

deavours, be difpoffed of Newfoundland, Cape Bre-

ton, and Nova Scotia, thefe territories fliould be di-

vided betwixt the two naiions, and Great Britain be

totally excluded from the fifhery. The propofals to

jthe Spanifh court were, that, in cafe they fliould

think proper to efpoufe the qiiarrel, the American
States
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States fliould afTid in reducing Pcnfacola under the

domini(jn of Spain, provided ihcir fubjcfls were al-

lowed the free navigation of the river Miffiffippi, and
the life of the harbour of Penfacola; and they farther

offered, that, if agreeal)le to Spain, they would de-

clare war againfl Portugal, fhould that power expel

the American fhips from its ports.

In the mean time, the troops under General Bur-

goyne were preparing to embark for Britain, accord-

ing to the convention at Saratoga; but, to their utter

i'urprife, congrefs pofitively rcfufed to allow them to

depart, under pretence that fome fmifler defigns were
harboured on the part of Britain, and that they only

wanted an opportunity to join the other troops at

Philadelphia or New York.

The feafon for aftion was now approaching; and
congrefs was indefatigable in its preparations for a
new campaign, which it was confidently faid would
be the lad. Among other methods taken for this

purpofe, it was recommended to all the young gen-

tlemen of the colonies to form themfelves into bodies

of cavalry to ferve at their own expence during the

war. General Wafliington, at the fame lime, in or-

der to remove all incumbrances from his army, lighu

ened the baggage as much as poffible, by fubflituiing

facks and portmanteaus in place of chefts and boxes^

and ufing pack-horfes inftead of waggons.

On the other hand, the Britiih army, expefting to

be fpeedily reinforced by 20,000 men, thought of no-
thing but concluding ihe war according to their

wiihes before the end of the campaign. It was with

the utmoll concern, as well as indignation, therefore,

that they received the news of Lord North's conci-

liatory bill. It was univerfally looked upon as a
national difgrace; and fome even tore the cockades
from their hats, and trampled them under their feet

as a token of their indignation. By the colonills it

was received with indifference. The Britifh commif-
fioners
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fioners endeavoured to make it as public as poffible;

and the congrefs, as formerly, ordered it to be print-

ed in all the newfpapers. On this occafion Gover-
nor Tryon inclofed feveral copies of the bill to Ge-
neral Wafhington in a letter, entreating that he
would allow them to be circulated; to which that ge-

neral returned for anfwer a copy of a newfpaper in

which the bill was printed, together with the refolu-

tions of congrefs upon it. Thefe were, That who-
ever prefumed to make a feparate agreement with

Britain fhould be deemed a public enemy; that

the United States could not with any propriety keep
correfpondence with the commiffioners until their in-

slependence was acknowledged, and the Britifb fleets_

and armies removed from America. At the fame
time, the colonies were warned not to fufFer them-

ielves to be deceived into fecurity by any offers that

might be made; but to ufe their utmoft endeavours

to fend their quotas with all diligence into the field.

The individuals with whom the commiffioners con-

verfed on the fubjeft of the conciliatory bill, gene-

Tally returned for anfwer, that the day of reconcilia-

tion was paft; and the haughtinefs of Britain had ex-

tinguifhed all filial regard in the breafts of the Ame-
ricans.
- About this time alfo Mr. Silas Deane arrived from

France with two copies of the treaty of commerce
and alliance to be figned by congrefs. Advices of

the moil pleafing nature were alfo received from va-

rious parts, reprefenting in the mofl favourable light

the difpofitions of the European powers; all of whom,
it was faid, wifhed to fee the independence of Ame-
rica fettled upon the mofl firm and permanent bafis,

Confidering the fituation of matters with the colonills

at this time, therefore, it is no wonder that the com-
inifTioners found themfelves unable to accomplifli the

errand on which they came. Their propofals were

mierly rejeBed, themfelves treated as fpiesj and all

jntercourle with them interdided.

But,
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But, before any final anfwer could be obtained

from congrefs, Sir Henry Clinton had taken the re-

folution of evacuating Philadelphia. Accordingly,

on the 10th of June, after having made all necelTary

preparations, the army marched out of the city, and

crofTed the Delaware before noon with all its baggage

and other incumbrances. General Walbington, ap-

prifed of this defign, had difpatched exprelTes into the

Jerfeys with orders to colle6l the forces that could be

aflembled, to obilrutl the march of the enemy. After

various movements on both fides, Sir Henry Clinton,

with the royal army, arrived on the 27th of June at

a place called Freehold; where, judging that the ene-

my would attack him, he encamped in a very ftrong

fituation. Here General Wafliinaton determined too
make an attack as foon as the army had again begun its

march. The night was fpent in making the neceflary

preparations, and General Lee with his divifion was
ordered to be ready by day- break. But Sir Henry
Clinton, juftly apprehending that the chief objeQ of
the enemy was the baggage, committed it to the care

of General Knyphaufen, whom he ordered to fet out
early in the morning, while he followed with the reit oF
the army. The attack was accordingly made; but the

Britifh general had taken fuch care to arrange his

troops properly, and fo effe8:ually fupported his forces

when engaged with the Americans, that the latter

not only made no impreffion, but were with difficulty

preferved from a total defeat by the arrival of Gene-
ral Walhington with the whole army. The Britifli

troops effected their retreat with the lofs of 300 men,
of whom many died through fatigue. In this aQion
General Lee was charged by General Wafhington
with difobedience and mifconduQ; in retreating be-
fore the Britifh army : he was tried by a court-martial,

and fentenced to a temporary fuBenfion from his com-
mand. After they had arrived at Sandy Hook, a
bridge of boats was by Lord Howe's dire6tions thrown

over
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over the channel which feparated the ifland from t^ie

main land, and the troops- were conveyed on-board
the fleet; after which they failed to New York.
After fending fome light detachments to watch the

enemy's motions, General Wafhington marched to-

wards the North River, where a great force had been
collefted to join him, and where it was now expelled

"that fome capital operations would take place.

In the mean time, France had fet about her pre-

parations for the afliftance of the Americans. On
the 14th of April, Count d'Edaing failed from Toulon
with a flrong fquadron of fhips of the line and fri-

gates, and arrived on the coaft of Virginia in the

beginning of July, while the Britifh fleet was employ-
ed in conveying the forces from Sandy Hook to New
York. It confided of one fhip of 90 guns, one of

80, fix of 74, and four of 64, befides feveral large

frigates; and, exclufive of its complement of failors,

had 6000 marines and foldiers on-board. To oppofe
this, the Britifii had only fix fliips of 64 guns, three

of 50, and two of 40, with fome frigates and floops.

Notwithftanding this inferiority, however, the Britifli

admiral pofied himfelf fo advantageoufly, and fiiewed

fuch fuperior courage and fl^ill, that d'Eftaing did not

. think proper to attack him. He therefore remained at

anchor four miles oft' Sandy Hook, till the 2 2d of July,

"without effetling any thing more than the capture of

fome vefiels, which, through ignorance of his arrival,

fell into his hands.

At this time, the Britifli fleet was in a very weak
condition, but the valour and experience of the officers

feemed in fome meafure to compenfate that defeft. The
chief command was given to Adrniral Keppel, who
had ferved with uncommon reputation during the laft

war. Admirals Sir Robert Harland and Sir Hugh
Pallifer ferved under him, both of them officers of

undoubted courage and capacity. Arriving at Portf-

mouth towards the end of March, 1778, Admirai

Keppel
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Keppel exerted himfclf with fo much induftry

and diligence, that, exclufive of thofe fhips, which

it was found neceifary to difpatch to the coaft of

North America under Admiral Byron, a fleet of

twenty fail of the line was got in complete readinefs

by the beginning of June, and ten more in a forward

ftate of preparation. At the head of this fleet Admi-
ral Keppel failed from Portfmouth on the 13th of

June, in order to proteft the vatt; number of com-
mercial fliipping expefted from all parts of the world,

and at the fame time to watch the motion of the

French fleet at Bred.

On the arrival of the Britifli fleet off the coafl: of

France, two French frigates approached it, in order

to make their obfervations. Thefe were the Licorne

of 32 guns, and the Belle Poule of 26. In confe-

quence of a fignal to give chafe, the Milford frigate

overtook the Licorne towards the clofe of day, and

requefl:ed the French captain to come under the Bri-

tifli admiral's fl;ern; upon his refufal, a fliip of the

jine came up, and compelled him to come into the

fleet. Next morning, the Licorne feeming by her

motions to be altering her courfe^ a fliot was fired

acrofs her way as a fignal for keeping it. Hereupon
file difcharged a broadfide and a volley of fmall arms
into the America of 64 guns that lay clofe to her, and
immediately ft;ruck. The behaviour of the French
captain was the more aftonifliing, as Lord Longford,

captain of the America, was at that infl;ant engaged
in converfation with him in terms of civility; but,

though fuch behaviour certainly merited fevere chaf-

tifement, no hoftile return was made.
The Arethufa of 26 guns, commanded by Captain

Marflial, with the Alert cutter, was meanwhile in pur-

fijit of the Belle Poule, that was alfo accompanied by
a fchooner, and the chafe was continued till they were
both out of fight of the fleet. On his coming up, he
informed the French captain of his orders to bring

VoL.VIL "No. J35. R
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him
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him to the admiral, and requeded his complianGp,
This being refufed, tlie Arethufa fired a fliot acrol's

the Belle Poule, which flie returned with a difcharge

of her broadfide. The engagement thus begun, con-
tinued more than two hours with uncommon warmth
and luty. The Belle Poule was greatly fuperior not
only in number, but in the weight of her metal: her

guns were all t\velve-p(5unders; thofe of the Arethufa
only fix: notwithftanding this inferiority, fhe main-
tained fo defperate a fight, that the French frigate

fuffered a much greater lofs of men than the Britilh.

The flain arid wounded on-board the former, amount-
ed, '1/ their own account, to near lOO; on-board
the latter ihey were pot half that proportion.

Captain Fairfax in the Alert, during the engage- *

ment between the two frigates, attacked the French
fchooner, which being of much the fame force, the

difpute continued two hours with great bravery on
both fides, when Ihe (truck to the Lnglifli cutter.

The Arethufa received fo much damage, that (he

became almod unmanageable; the captain endea-

voured to put her into fuch a pofiiion, as to conti-

nue the engagement; but was unable to do it. Bein'^

at the fame time upon the enemy's coaR, and dole
on the fliore, the danger of grounding in fuch a

fituation obliged him to a6t with the more caution,

as it was midnight. The Belle Poule, in tlie mean
time, flood into a fmall bay furrounded with rocks,

where flie was protected from all attacks: flie had fuf-

fcrcd l"o much, that the captain, apprehending that

{lie could not (land another engagement, had refolved,

in cafe he found himfelf in danger of one, to run her

aground; but her fituation prevented any fuch at-

tempt, and, as foon as it was day-light, a number of

boats came out from fliore, and towed her into a

place of fafety. Notwithftanding the evident and
great iuperiority on the fide of the French, this a6lion

was extolled by them as a proof of fingular bravery,

and
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and the account of it received with as much triumph
as if it had been a victory.

On the 18th of June, the day followi/ig the en-
gagement with the Belle Foule, another frigate fell

in with the Briiilh fleet; and was captured by the

admiral's orders, on account of tlie behaviour of the

Licorne.

The capture of thefe French frigates produced
fuch intelligence to the admiral, as proved of the ut-

moft importance, at the fame time that it was highly

alarming. He was informed that the fleet at Brcll

confided of thirty-two fhips of the line and twelve
frigates. This was in every relpetl a molt fortunate

difcovery, as he had no more with him than twenty
fhips of the line and three frigates. The fuperiority

of the enemy being fuch as neither fl;ill nor courage
could oppoie in his prefent circumftances; and as

the confequences of a defeat mull 'have been fatal to

this country, he thought himfelf bound in prudence
to return to Portfmouth for a reinforcement. Here
he arrived on the 27th of June, and remained there till

tlie fhips from the Mediterranean, and the Spanifh and
Portuguefe trade and the fummer fleet from the Wefl
Indies, coming home, brought him a lupply of feamen,
aiid enabled him to put to fea again, with an addition

of ten fliips of the line. But flill there was a great de-
ficiency of frigates, owing to the great numbers that

were on the American flation, and the necefTity of
manning the fliips of the line preferably to all others.

In the mean time, the preparations at Breft beino-

fully completed, the French fleet put to fea on the
8th of July. It confifted of thirty-two fail of the
line, behdes a large number of frigates. Count d'Or-
villiers commanded in chief. The other principal
officers in this fleet were the Counts Duchaffault, de
Cuichen, and de Graffe; Monfieur de R.ochechoar^^
and Monfieur de la Motte Piquet. A prince of the
blood royal had alfo been lent to ferve onboard of
this fleet; this was the Duke of Chartres, fon and

R 2 heir
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heir to the Duke oF Orleans, firft prince of the bloexl

royal of France in'the collateral line. He commanded
one of the divifions in quality of admiral.

On the 9th of July, the Britifh fleet failed out of

Portfmouth in three divifions; the firft commanded
by Sir Robert Harland, the third by Sir Hugh Pal-

lifer, and the centre by Admiral Keppel, accompa-
nied by Admiral Campbell, an officer of great cou-

rage and merit. The French bad been informed that

the Britifh fleet "was greatly inferior to their own;
which was but too true at the time when they received

this information. Being yet unapprifed of the rein-

forcement it was returned with, the admiral failed at

firft in queft of it, intending to attack it while in the

weak condition it had been reprefented to him.

. As the Britifli admiral was equally intent on coming
to aftion as foon as pofTible, they were not long before

they met. On the 23d of July they came in fight.

But the appearance of the Britifli ftiips foon convinced

the French admiral of his miftake, and he immediately

determined to avoid an engagement no lefs cautioufly

than he had eagerly fought it before. Herein he was

favoured by the approach of night: all that could be

done on the part of the Britifh was to form the line

of battle in expe6lation that the enemy would do the

fame. During the night the wind changed fo favour-

ably for the French, as to give them the weather-gage.

This, putting the choice of coming to ilHion, or of
declining it, entirely in their own power, deprived the

Britifh admiral of the opportunity of forcing tliem to

engage as he had propoled.

During the fpace of four days, the French had

the option of coming to aftion; but conftantly exerted

their utmoft care and induftry to avoid it. The
Britifh fleet continued the whole time beating up

againfl the wind, evidently with a refolution to attack

them. But. notvvithftanding the vigour and fkill ma-

nifefted in this purfuit, the Britifh admiral had the
^^

, mortification
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mortificaiion to fee-his endeavours continually eluded

by the vigilance and precaution of the enemy not to

loie the leait advantage that wind and weather could

afford.

The chafe lafled till the 271!! of July. Between

ten and eleven in the morning, an alteration of wind

and weather occalioned fcveral motions in both fleets,

that brought them, unintentionally on riie part of the

French, and chiefly through the dexterous manage-
ment of ihe Britifh admiral, fo near each other, that

it was no longer in their power to decline an engage-

ment. They were then in lat. 48. 38. Ufliant diflant

27 leagues E. half S-. Both fleets were on the lame
lack: had they lo remained, the Britifli fleet on com-
ing up with the French would have had an opportu-

nity of a fair engagement, fhip to fliip; whicl> would
hardly have failed of proving very decifive: but this

was a manner of combating quite contrary to the

vilhes of the French admiral. Inftcad of receiving tli-e

Briiilh fleet in this pofition, as foon as he found that

an action mult enfue, he put his (hips on the contrary

tack, that, failing in oppofite diretlions, they might
only fire at each other as they paffed by. By this

means a clofe and fidelong. affion would be efifeHually

evaded. As foon as the van- of the Britifh fleet, con-
lifting of Sir Robert Haiiand's divifion, came up,
they directed their fire upon it; but at too great a
diltance to make any imprefTion: the fire was not re-

turned by the Britilh fhips till they came clofe up to

the enemy, ajid were fure of doing execution. In
this manner they all paffed clofe along-fide each other
in oppofue direQions^ making a very heavy and de-
ftruttive fire.

The centre divifipn of the Britifh line having paffed

the rearmoft Ihips of the enemy, the firfl care of the

admiral was to effetl a renewal of the engagement, as

foon as the fhips of the different fleets, yet in adion,
|iad got cleac of each other refpeOively. Sir Robert

Harlaiid,
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Harland, wiih fome fliips of his divifion, had alrcadj

tacked, and flood towards the French; but the re-

maining part of the fleet had not yet tacked, and fome
were dropped to leeward, and repairing the dafnages

they had received in the aftian. His own fhip the

ViQory had fuffered too much to tack about inftant-

ly; and, had he done it, he would have thrown the

fhips aftern of him into difordcr. As foon as it was
praBicable, however, the the Victory wore, and lleer-

ed again upon the enemy before any other fhip of

the centre divifion: of which not above three or four

were able to do the fame. The other fliips not hav-

ing recovered their Rations near enough to fupporf

each other on a renewal of a6tion, in order to col-

led them more readily for that purpofe, he made the

fi2[nai for the line of battle a-head. It was now three

in the afternoon; but the fiiips of the Britifli fleet

had not futficiently regained their Rations to engage.

The Viftory lay nearcft the enemy, with the Wmv
fhips above-mentioned, and feven moie of Sir Robert

Harland's divifion. Thefe twelve were the only fhips

in any condition for immediate fervice; of the others

belonging to the centre and to Sir Robert Harland's

divifion, three were a great way aftern, and five at a

confiderable diftance to leeward, much difabled in'

their rigging.

Sir Hugh Pallifer who commanded the rear divi-

fion during the time of aftion, in which he behaved

with fignal bravery, came of courfe the laft out of it;

and in confequence of the admiral's fignal for the line,

was to have led the van on reijew-ing the fight; but

his divifion v>?as upon a contrary tack, and was en-

tirely out of the line. The French, on the other

hand, expeBing dire£lly to be re-attacked, had clofed

together in tacking, and were now fpreading them-

felves into a line of battle. On difcovering the po-

fition of the Britilh fhips that were fallen to leeward,

they immediately ftood towards them, in order to

cut
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cut them off Ti Js obliged the admiral to wear and
iteer athwart die enemy s ioremolt divifion, in order
to Tecure them; direfting, at the fame time, Sir Ro-
bert Harland to form his divifion in a line aftern, in

order to face the eneiny till Sir Hugh Pallifer could
come up, and enable iiim to atl more cffedually.

The admiral, in moving to the protedion of the

leeward ihips, was now drawing near the enemv.
As Sir Hugh Pallifer Itill continued to windward, he
made a (ignal for all ihe Ihips in that pofition to come
into his wake: Sir Hugh Pallifer repeated this fignal;

but it was unluckily miftaken by the (hips of his

diviiion as an order to come into his own wake,
which they did accordingly; and as he (till remained
in his pofiiion, they retained theirs of courfe.

Sir Robert Havland was now dire£led to take his

llation ahead, and the fignal repeated for Sir Hugh
Pallifer's diviiion to come into his wake; but this fig-

nal was not complied with, any more than a verbal
meflage to that purpofe, and other fubfequent fignals

for that divifion's coming into its ftation in the line,

before it was too late to re-commence any operations
again (I the enemy.

In the night, the French took the determination to

put it wholly out of the power of the Britifh fleet to

auack them a fecond time. For this purpofe, three
of their fwiftell failing veffels were fixed in the Na-
tions occupied during the day by the three admiral
fliips of the refpeftive divifions, with lights at the
mail-heads, to deceive the Britifh fleet into the belief
that the French fleet kept its pofuion with an intent

to fight next morning. Protected by this flratagem, the
remainder of the French drew off unperceived and
unfufpe9;ed during the night, and retired vvith all

fpeed towards Brefl: they continued this retreat the
whole courfe of the following day, and entered
the port in the evening. Their departure was not
difcovered till break of day; but it was too late

to purfue them, as they were only difcernible from
the
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the mafl-heads of the largcfl: fhips in the Britifii

ileet. The three fliips that had remained with the

lights were purfued : but the vefTels that chaced them
vere fo unable to overtake diem from the damages
they had received in the preceding day's engagement,
that they were quickly recalled; and the admiral

rtiade the beft of his way to Plymouth, as being the

ueared port, in order to put his fleet into a proper
condition to return in quefl of the enemy.
The killed and wounded on-board the Britifli fleet

amounted to fomewhat more than 500; but the

French, it has been afferted on grounds of great cre-

dibility, loft 3000. This appears the lefs improba-

ble, from the confideration that the French, in all

their naval engagements, aim principally at the mall

and- rigging, and the Britilh' chiefly at the body of

the fliips.

On the 23d of Augufl. Admiral Keppel failed

again with twenty-eight fail of the line, and was join-

, ed on the i ith of September by the Defence, Suffolk,

and Egmont. In this cruife nothing was feen of the

French fleet, which having gone out of Breft on the

18th of Augufl:, returned the 18th of September,

having cruifed during that time off Cape Finifterre,

and in that direftion. The Britifh fleet twice chafed

the Reflechi, and made prize of feveral Wefl-India-

men, bound to Nantes and Bourdeaux. The Porcu-

pine, Captain Finch, and Fox, Captain Windfor,

being difpatched to reconnoitre, the former fell in

with and took the Modefte Eaft-Indiaman, and the

latter was taken by the Juno and carried into Breft.

Another of our frigates called the Minerva, was
alfo taken and carried into the fame port. Two
more French Eaft-Indiamen were taken in the courfe

of the fummer; one of which was named the Gafton,

and was taken by two Liverpool privateers; the

other Les Deux Amis, taken by the Knight privateer

from the fame place,

Nxj
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No fooner had a rupture with France become in-

evitable, than Admiral Byron was fent to America with,

a powerful fleet, but badly equipped and provided.

This armament was appointed to repair to New-York,
but a long feries of tempeftuous weather threatened

the whole fleet with deftruftion, the ftiips were fepa-

rated, fome returned to England little better than

wrecks, others with great difficulty reached different

harbours on the widely-extended coaft of America,

Some of thefe Ihips joined Lord Howe at New York,

and proved of great fervice. St. Pierre and Mique-
Ion were taken from tie French by Commodore Evans,

being fent by Admiral Montague, who commanded at

Halifax. To counterbalance which, the Marquis dc
Bouille, governor of Martinico, invaded Dominica,
which was very ill prepared for a defence, not having

one hundred foldiers on the ifland, whilft two hundred
and fixty cannon, and an ample provifion of warlike

ftores, ferved inftead of contributing to the defence of

the place, only to heighten the value of its conqueft.

On the American continental coaft, theBritifli fleet

was not inaftive, and great numbers of prizes rewarded

the vigilance of the cruifers. An expedition up the

Delaware under Major Maidand and Captain Henry,
of the navy, proved very fuccefsfulj no fewer than

forty American armed vefl'els being fet on fire, between
Philadelphia and Trenton, two of which were frigates,

mounting twenty-eiglH and thirty-two guns. At the

fame time Lieutenant-colonel Campbell and Captain
Clayton, of the navy, proceeding from Rhode Iflandj,

dcftroyed one hundred and twenty-five boats in Hick-
amanet river.

No fooner was the army fafely repofed at New York,
as mentioned before, p. 78, than the Britifh cruilers

gave notice that the French fleet which was failed from
Toulon, and was commanded by the Count d'Ellaing,

had appeared off the coaft of Virginia. Had he reached
that continent whilft the army was on its march, he
Vol. Vn. No. 135, S inight
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might not only have effeQed the eintire deftrudion of
the Britifii Beet under Lord Howe, but the army un-
der Sir Henry Chnton would have been unable to fub-

fift, as the French admiral, by being mafter at Tea,

would cut off all fuppliesj whereby the fouthern army
would have been gradually reduced to the forlorn con-
dition into which t^ie northern one was brought eight

months before. Had the fleet and army at ihat time

been ftationed on the Delaware and at Philadelphia,

the confequences of an attack would have been no
lefs fatal; but ftorms and contrary winds had fo long

detained this fleet, armed with deftruclion, that all the

train of evils which might have exalted the naval power
of France on the ruin of this country, were happily

prevented.

Still, however, d'Eftaing might have reaped advan-

tages which he negle6ted: he loitered in Chefapeak-

bay and the Delaware, inftead of proceeding imme-
diately to New York; this delay gave Lord Howe an

opportunity of preparing for his reception ;-'and on the

1 ith of July he anchored off Sandy-hook, with fifteen

fail, coniilting of a ninety and eighty gun (hip, fix of

feventy-four, three of fixty-four, one of hfty, and three

larg-e frigates, with eleven thoufand men on-board.

On the other hand the Britifh fleet under Lord Howe
confided of fix 64-gun Hiips, three of 50, and two of

40 guns.

The ardour which was univerfally fliewn in repell-

ing this unexpe^ed attack, gave the mofl flattering

telHmony of the high efteem and even veneration in

which the commanders were held, and as the approach

to New York was obftrutied by a bar, the French af-

failant had no fmall difficulty to furmount. Had the

attempt been made the confliB. would have been dread-

ful, and might have furpaffed any thing known in na-

val hiflory; but the talents of d'Eftaing were better

di (played in aftions of the petite guerre, than in fuch

important attempts.

D'Eftaing
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D'Eftaing continued at anchor nnril the 21ft, when,

without making any attack, he quilted the coaft, and

bore away to the fouthward, after having made many
valuable prizes during his ihort continuance on that

ftation. Lord Howe was (bon after reinforced with

the Renown, of 50 guns, from the Weit-Indiesj and

on the 28th the Rail'onable, of 64 guns, arrived from

Halifax; and two days after the Cornwall of 74, one

of Admiral Byron's fleet, and Centurion of 50 guns,

came in from the lame place.

This feafonable accelfion of flrength determined the

admiral to fail out in quelt of the French fleet, which,

by this time, was known to have diretted its courfe to

Rhode Ifland. He left New York on the 6th, and ar-

rived on the gth of Auguft in the evening, at Point

Judith, about three leagues from Newport, where

d'Eftaing had arrived on the 29th of July.

The plan concerted between the Americans and
their allies, was, that a body of provincials fliould

make a defcent on the northern extremity of Rhode
Ifland, whilft the French fleet affailed the town of New-
port, and the Britifh lines contiguous to the harbour.

General Sullivan commanded thefe troops, which a-

mounted to about ten thoufand men, drawn froqi the

northern colonies. As the operations of the French
fleet were regulated by tbofe of the army on the land,

d'Eitaing continued inaftive until §ullivan was in a
condition to pafs over from the contirrem to the nor-

thern end of the ifland. On the 30ih of Juiy, the

Kingfifher floop, of 18 guns, an'd two armed veflels^

were fet on fire, and a few days after four frigates of

32 guns each, (the Orpheus, Flora, Juno, and Lark,)
were likewife deftroyed. On the 8th of Auguit, the
French fleet, which had continued at anchor from its

firfl; appearance, about three miles from the mouth of
the harbour, flood in, under an cafy fail, cannpnad-
ing the batteries and town as they palled, and receiv-

ing their fircj without any material effed on either fide.

S 2 They
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They anchored above the town, between Goat-ifland

and Conanicut, but nearer to the latter, on which both

the French and Americans had parties.

The force under Lord Howe was greatly inferior to

that of the French in weight of metal, but fuperior

both in number of ihips and in their condition ; they

were alfo well manned, and commanded by officers

of tried bravery and fldll. On the arrival of the Bri-

tifti fleet, the enemy was fo difperfed, that many have
thought it would have been no rafh aft immediately to

have attacked them. Only ten fail of the line had en-

tered the harbour, the other two fhips of the French
line were up the NarraganfetpafTagCi and two of their

frigates in the Seaconnet pafTage.

On the loih, the wind changed to the north-eaff,-

which enabled d'Eftaing to fail out in full force, hav-

ing twelve two-decked fliips ; and as he pofTeffed the

weather-gage, Lord Howe deemed it imprudent to at-

tack him whilft joining accidental advantages to his

fuperior force. Every manoeuvre which confummate
feamanfinp could iuggefl was put in praftice, to gain

the wind, but all attempts were baffled by the counter

movements of the enemy, and as the wind continued

fixed in the fame quarter, the whole of the nth was

fpent in tackings. The admiral defpairing of better-

ing his fituaiion, about four o'clock in the evening

threw out a lignal for the fhips to clofe to the centre,

and form in line of battle a-head, and in that pofition

he waited the approach of the enemy, who was between

two and three mile&diftant.

Lord Howe, in condufting the operations of the fleet

under his command, adopted a mode of condu6t alto-

gether unknown to former naval commanders, and

which indeed none but thofe of acknowledged bra-

very could adopt, without incurring imputations on

their character : he removed from the Eagle of 64
guns, to the Apollo frigate, that he might be better

lituated for diieding the fubfequent operations of the

fquadron*
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fquadron. A Tea-fight of a very fingular kind was

now about to be entered upon, in which the weight of

metal was to be oppofed to the dextrous working of

fmaller fliips, more numerous, and polFeffing all the

advantages of Biitidi fcamanlhip. The brilliancy of

Lord Howe's courage had appeared on many trying

occafions; it was generally acknowledged, that in the

naval line he had not a iuperior; a mod rare oppor-

tunity now prcfented itfelf for the difplay of his pro-

feffional fkill. Hitherto, daring the American war,

the naval commander in cliicf had no opportunity of
eminently dillinguifiring Iiimfelf; this was the precife

point of time for doing it; but, whillt the battle was
. thus put in array, a ilrong gale of wind arofe, which
in a fhort time increafed to a violent tempeft that con-
tinued for near forty-eight hours. This entirely chang-
ed the nature of the conflid, and Ipoth fleets had to

contend with the enraged elements, infiead of each
other. The Itorm foon difperfed the fiiips of both
fquadrons, and threatened them with deftrutlion. The
Apollo, with the admiral on-board, fprung her main-r

maft, and loll her foremait; he therefore went on-

board the Phcenix as foon as the weather became more
moderate; that frigate he foon after quitted for the

Centurion; but on feeing ten fail of the French (qua-

drorj at anclior, about twemy live leagues eafiward of
Cape May, his lordfliip left the Centurion in a proper
llation to watch their motions, and to diretl any Bri-

tifti fhips that might arrive; and, again going on-board
the Phcenix, arrived off" Sandy-hook on the evening
of the lyth, that place being the rendezvous appointed
in cafe of a feparation.

The only material damage fuftained by the Britifh

fleet was, the Cornwall fpringing her main mall, and
tire Raifbnable her bowlprit, befides the damage al-

ready mentioned to the Apollo. The French fuifered

greatly; the Languedoc and Tonnanr, their molt ca-
pital Ihips, being difmafled, and oiJ:iers much damaged.

The



142 H I S T O R Y OF THE
The firft of thefe, d'Eftaing's own fhip, carrying 90
guns, when reduced to this condition, was met on the
evening of the 13th by the Renown of 50 guns, Cap-
tain Dawfon, who attacked her with fuch fury as wetl
as judgment and advantage, that the count was in im-
niinent danger of becoming once more a prifoner to

the EngUfli. After he had poured feveral broadfides

clofe into his antagonift, and had (hot away her rud-
der, he lay to, as clofe as poffible, for the night, in-

tending to renew the attack in the morning, and con-
fidering her as little lefs than a certain prize. But in

this expectation he was unfortunately difappointed by
the appearance of fix French men of war, who gave '

him chace, and refcued their commander and his Ihip

from the fate which awaited thern.

Nor was Captain Dawfon the only officer who feiz-

ed this favourable opportunity of attacking large fliips

with thofe of inferior force. Commodore Hotham of
the Prefton, a 50-gun fliip, fell in with the Tonnant
of 80 guns, which he attacked with great intrepidity^

about the fame time that the Renown was engaging the

Languedoc; but night intervening, he too was obliged

to defift, and in the morning his expe6led prize was
refcued by the appearance of the French fleet.

Thefe occurrences, though produ6iive of no na-

tional benefit, difplayed the bravery and Ikill of our
officers and feamen to great advantage. The national

charaQer was yet farther fliewn in the condnd of Cap-
tain Raynor in the Ifis of 50 guns. This fhip had
performed fignal fervices during the war: by its fea-

Ibnable arrival at Quebec, when that city was block-

aded by Arnold in 1776, General Carleton was en-

abled to drive away the enemy; the next year fhe was
no lefs ferviceable in opening the navigation of the

Delaware, by lilencing the American batteries. This
iiiip was now chaftd by the Cefar, a French 74 gun
fhip. The Frenchman was much the better failer, and

each Ihip had efcaped unhurt from the tempeft. Cap-
tain
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tain Raynor found it itnpoflible to avoid an a6tion,

and to fuftain a fight with an enemy lb much fuperior

feemed hardly pra6licablc. The brave commander,
was not however intimidated by this difparity of force;

a defperate engagement enfued, which continued for

an hour and half, within piftol-fhot. By that time the

Ifis had gained fo great a fuperiority, that the French

(flip thought proper to put before the wind, leaving

the Ifis with her malts and rigging fo damaged as to be
unable to purfue her. She had only two men killed

and five wounded.
The gallantry of the Britifli commander in this ac-

tion was only equalled by his oiodelty, in the account

which he wrote of it. His admiral indeed in fome
meafure fupplied that defeat, by acquainting the ad-

miralty, that the honour of the day was not more
owmg to the refolution of the captain, or the intrepi-

dity of his officers and crew, than to the profefTional

ikiil and ability of the former.

In this itorm, the Senegal (loop and Thunder bomb,
being leparated from the Britifh fleet, were taken by
the French. The Mermaid was forced afliore or loit

fome lime before, wnen ihe French fleet firft appeared
ofl^ the Delaware.

As the Britilh Ihips fuftained no great damage by the

dorm, and were all re aflembled by the ijih of Au-
guft, and had been joined by the Monmouth, a 64-gun
ihip of Admiral ±iyron\s iquadron, it is difficult 10 ac-

count for their long continuance at Sandy hook, efpe*

cially as it was well known that the enemy had re-af-

fembled off Rhode -iflana on the 20th, and had failed

from thence two days after, for Bofton. This delay

in putting to fea, fa^^ed the French fleet from deflruc-

tion. Lord Howe entered Bollon bay on the 30th in

full force, and found the enemy had preceded him in

their arrival in port.

Lord Howe now refigned his command to Rear-
.
admiral Gambier, during the abfence of a fuperior

officer^
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officer, afTigning as a reafon for it, his bad Rate of

health J and arrived at Portlinouth in the Eagle on the

25th of 0£lober.

Meanwhile, Sir Henry Clinton proceeded to the re-

lief of Rhode Ifland, and arrived there on the 31(1 of

Auguft, when finding the. Americans had evacuated it,

he proceeded with fonie troops to New London, from

vhence he detached Major-general Grey to Bedford

and Fair Haven; who there deftroyed great quantities

pi ftores, and feventy fail of fliips, lome of which were

privaters, among them were eight fail of large veflels,

from two hundred to three hundred tons, moft of them

prizes, and three had been taken by Count d'Ellaing's

fleet. Proceeding to a feuile and populous ifland call-

ed Martha's Vineyard, they carried off ten thoufand

fliecp and three hundred black cattle. Another ex-

pediiion took place up the North River, under Lord

Cornwallis and General Knyphaufen; the principal

event of which was the deftruclion of a regiment of

American cavalry, known by the name of Walhing-

ton's Itght-horfe. A third expedition was direfted to

Little Egg harbour, in New Jerfey, a place noted for

privateers, the dc{tru6lion of which was its principal

intendon. It was conduced by Captains P^rgufon and

Collin?, and ended in the deArufction of the enemy's

veifels, as well as of the place itfelf. At the fame time

part of another body of American troops, called Pu-

laflvi's legion, was furprifed, and a great number of

them put 10 the fword.

The Americans had in the beginning of the year pro-

jecled the conqueft of Weil Floridai and Captain

Willing, u'ith a party of refolute men, had made a

fuccefsful incurlion into the country. This awakened

the attention of the Brilifh to the fouthern colonies^

and an expedition againft them was refolved on. Geor-

oia was the place of deftination; and, the more effec-

lually to enfuic luccefs, Colonel Campbell, with a

fufiicient force, under convoy of Tome fhips of war

com-
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commanded by Commodore Hyde Parker, embarked
at New York, while Genera! Prevofi, v.ho command-
ed in Ea{l Florida, was ^irefled to fet out with all the

forces he could collect. The armament from New
York arrived off the coaft of Georgia in December;
and, though the enemy were ftrongly ported in an ad-

vantageous fituation near the fliore, the Britifh troops

made good their landing, and advanced towards Savan*
nah the capital of the province. That fame day they

defeated the provincials who oppofed themj and took
poffeffion of the town with fuch celerity, that the Ame-
ricans had not time to execute a refolution they hacl

taken of fetting it on fire. In ten days the whole pro-
vince of Georgia was reduced, Sunbury alone ex-
cepted ; and this was alfo brought under fubjetlioaby
General Prevoll in his march northward. Every pro-
per m.ethod was taken to fccure the tranquillity of the

country; and rewards were offered for apprehending
cotiimittee and affembly men, or fuch as theyjudged
moll inimical to the Britifii intereft.

On the arrival of General Prevoft, the command
of the troops devolved on him as the fenior officer;

and the conquelt of Carolina was next projeded. That
country contained a great number of friends to go-
vernment, who now eagerly embraced the opportu-
nity of declaring themfelves; many of the inhabitants
of Georgia had joined the royal ftandard; and there
was not in the province any provincial forces capable
of oppofing theefforts of the regular and weH-difci-
plined troops. On the news of General Prevofl's ap*
proach, the loyalifts affembled, imagining'themfelves'
able to ftand their ground until their allies fhould, ar-
rive; but in this they were difappointed. The Ame-
ricans attacked and defeated them, with the lofs of half
their number. The remainder retreated into Georcrja

j

and, after undergoing many hardfliips,.at laft effcded
a junftion with the Britifh forces.

In the mean time, Generai Lincoln, with a confi^er-
VoL.VIL No, 135. T ' able"
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able reinforcement of American troops, had encampejj

within twenty rriiles of the town of Savannah; and ano-

ther ftrong party had ported themfelves at a place call-

ed Briar's Creek, farther up the river of the fame name.
Thus the extent of the Briiifli government was likely

to be circkunfcribed within very narrow bounds. Ge-
neral Prevoll therefore determined to diflodge the

part)^ at Briar's Creek; and the latter, trulting to their

itrong fituation, and being remifs in their guard, fuf-

fered themfelves to be furprifed on the 30th of Mai-ch,

1779 J
when they were utterly routed, with the lofs of

four hundred killed and taken, belides a great number'

drowned in the river or the fwamps. The whole ar-

tillery, flores, baggage, and almoll all the arms, of thi-s

unfortunate party, were taken, fo that they could no

more make any Hand; and thus a communication was

opened with thofe places in Carolina where the royalifts

chiefly refided.

The viftory at Briar's Creek proved of confider-

able fervice to the Britifh caufe. Great numbers of

the loyalids joined the army, and confiderably increaf-

ed its force. Hence General Prevoll was enabled to

llretch his pofts farther up the river, and to guard all

the principal pafl'es: fo thai General Lincoln was re-

duced to a ftate of inattion; and at lail moved off to-

wards Augufta, in order toprotcB the provincial affem-

f>ly, vvhich was obliged to (it in that place, the capital

being in the hands of the Brilifh. Lincoln had no

iooner quitted his poll, than it was judged proper by

the Eritifli general to put in execution the grand fcheme

w'iich had been meditated agaii^.ft Carolina. Many
difficulties indeed lay in his way. The river Savan-

nah wasfo fwelled by exceffive rains, that it feemed

impaflable ; the oppofite fnore was fo full of fwamps

arid marfhes, that no army could march over it with-

out the greateft difficulty; and, to render the paffage

ilill more difficult, General Moultrie was left with a

coniiderable body of troops to oppofe the enemy's at-

tempts.
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tempts. Yet, in fpite of every oppofition, the conftancy

and perfeverance of the Britifh forces prevailed. Ge-
neral Mouhrie was defeated, and obliged to retire to-

wards Charlcltown; and the viftorioas army, after

•having waded through the marlhes for fome time, ar-

rived in an open country, through which they purfued

their march with great rapidity towards the capital;

while General Lincoln remained in a Itate of fecurity

at Augufta, vainly imagining that the obllacles he had

Jeft in the way could not be furmounted.

Intelligence of the danger to which Charleftown was
expofed, roufed the American general from his le-

thargy. Achofen body of infantry, mounted on horfe-

back for the greater expedition, was difpatched before

him; while Lincoln himfelf followed with all the forces

he could colled. General Moultrie too, with the

troops he had brought from the Savannah, and fomc
others he had colletted fince his retreat from thence,

had taken poffeffion of all the avenues leading to

Charleftown, and prepared for a vigorous defence. But
all oppofition proved inefFe6lual. The Americans were
defeated in every encounter; and, retreating continu-

ally, allowed the Britifh array to come within cannon-
ihol of Charleftown on the 12th of May. The town
was now fummoned to furrender; and the inhabitants

would gladly have agreed to obferve a neutrality dur-

ing the reft of the war, and would alfo have engaged
for the reft of the province. But, thefe terms not being

acceptedjihey made preparations for a vigorous defence.

It was not in the power of the Bxitifli commander at

this time to make an attack with any profpetl of fuc-

,cefs. His artillery was not of fufhcient weight; there

were no fliips to fupport him by fea; and General
Lincoln, advancing rapidly with a' fuperior army,
threatened 10 indole him between his own forces, and
the town; fo that, Ihould he fail in his firft attempt,

certain deftruQ;ion would be the confequence. For
thefe reafons he withdrew his army from before the

T 2 town.
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town, and took podeflion of two iflands called St.

jaraes's and St. John's, lying to the ibuthward; where,

having waited for fome time, he was reinforced by the

arrival of two frigates. With tbefe he determined to

niakehimfelf mafter of Port Royal, an idand poffeffed

of an excellent harbour, and many other natural ad-

vantages, from its fituation alfo commanding the fea-

coaPc from Charleftown to Savannah River. The
American general, however, did not allow this to be
accompliflied v/iihout oppofition. Perceiving his op-

ponent had occupied an advahtageous poit on St. John's

idand, preparatory to his enterprife againfl Port Royal,

he attempted, on the 20th of June, to diflodge him
from it; but, afier an obflinate attack, the provincials

were, as ufual, obHgedto retire with confiderable iofs.

On this occasion the fuccefs of the Britiih was, in a

great meafure, owing to an armed float; which galled

the right flank of the enemy fo effectually, that they

could direcl their efforts only againfl the ftrongell part

of the lines, which proved impregnable. This difap-

pojntment was inftantly followed by the Iofs of Port

Royal, which General Prevolf took poffefTion of, and
put his troops into proper flations, waiting for the ar-

rival of fuch further reinforcements as were neceifary

-for the intended attack on Charleftown.

In the mean time, Count d'Eftaing, who put into

Boflon harbour to refit, had ufed his utmoft efforts to

ingratiate himfelf with the inhabitants of that city.

Zealous alfo in the caufe of his mafter, he had publifh-

ed a proclamation to be difperfed through Canada, in-

viting the people to return to their original friendfliip

With France, and declaring, that all who renounced

their allegiance to Great Britain fhould certainly find

a proteftor in the French king. All his endeavours,

however, proved infufficient to produce any revolu-

tion, or even to form a party of 'any confequence

among the Canadians.

As foon as the French admiral had refitted his fleet,

he
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he took the opportunity, while that of Admiral Byroii

had been (hatiered by a ftorm, of failing 10 the Welt-

Indies. During liis operations ihere, the Americans
having reprefented his condutt as totally unferviceable

to them, he received orders from Europe to affifl: the

colonies with all pofiible fpeed. He therefore dire6led

his courfe towards Georgia, with a defign to recover

that province, and to put it, as well as South Carolina,

infuch a poftureof defence as would eff^ftually fecure

them from any future attack. This feemed to be an
ea(y matter, from the little force with which he knew
he fhould be oppofed : and the next obje6i: in coniem-
piation was the defl;ru8ion of the Britifh fleet and
army at New York. Full of thefe hopes, the French
commander arrived off the coall of Georgia with a fleet

of twenty-two fail of the line and ten frigates. His
arrival was fo little expetted, that feveral veffels laden
with provifions and military ftores fell into his hands:
the Experiment alfo, a veflel of 50 guns, commanded
by Sir James Wallace, was taken after a flout refiflance.

On the continent, the Britifti troops were divided.
General Prevoft, with one part, remained at Savannah;
but the main force was under Colonel Maitland at

Port Royal. On the firft appearance of the French
fleet, an exprefs was diipatched to Colonel Maitland;
but it was intercepted by the enemy; fo that, before
he could fet out to join the commander in chief, the
Americans had lecured mofl; of the pafles by land,
while the French fleet eflecfually blocked up the paf-

fage by fea. Yet by taking advantage of creeks and
inlets, and marching over land, he arrived jufl: in time
to reheve Savannah.

D'Eftaing allowed "General Prevoft twenty-four
hours to deliberate whether he would capitulate or
not. This time the general employed in makin<T the
beft; preparations he could for a defence; and at this

critical junfture Colonel Maitlandarrived. D'Eftaincr's

fummons was now reje6led; and, as the fuperiority of

the
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the enemy was by no means fo much out of propor-

tion, there was every probability of fuccefs on the

part of the Britifli. The garrifon confifted of three

thoufand men, of approved valour and experience;

and, having the advantage of a ftrong fortification and

excellent engineers, the fire of the allies made fo little'

impreffion, that d'Edaing refolved to bombard the

town, and a battery of nine mortars was erecled for

the purpofe. This produced a requefi: from Generai

Prevott, that the women and children might be allow-

ed to retire to a place of fafety. But the allied com-

manders had the inhumanity to refufe compliance; and

lelolved upon a general adault. This was accordingly

attempted on the 9th of OQober: but the affailants

were every where repulfed with fuch {laughter, that

one thoufand two hundred were killed and wounded;

among the former was Count Polafki, and among the

latter d'Eftaing himfelf This difafter entirely Over-

threw ihefanguine hopes of the Americans and French

;

mutual reproaches and animoiities took place; and, af-

ter waiting eight days, both parties prepared to retreat;

the French to their {hipping, and the Americans into

Carolina.

While the allies where thus unfuccefsfully employ-

ed in the fbuthern colonies, their antagonifts were no

lei's affiduous in dillreiTmg them in the northern parts.

Sir George Collier was fent with a fleet, carrying Ge-

neral Matthews, with a body of land-forces, into the

province of Virginia. Their firfl attempt was on the

town of Portfmouth; where, though the enemy had

deitroyed fome fliips of great value, the Britifh troops

arrived in time to lave a great number of others. On
this occafion about one hundred and twenty veffels of

different fizes were burnt, and twenty carried ofip; and

an immenCe quantity of provifions defigned for the ufe

of General Walhington's; army was either taken or

dedroyed, together with a great variety of jiaval and

military {lores.

^ The
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The fuccefs wiih which this expedition was attended,

foon gave encouragement to another. The Americans
had been for Tome time employed in erecting two ftroog

forts on the river; the one at Verplank's Neck on the

eaft, and the other at Stoney Point on the weft, fide.

Thefe, when completed, would have been of the ut-

njoft iervice to the Americans, by commanding the

principal pafs, called the King's Ferry, between the

northern and ibuthern colonies. At prefent, however,
they were not in a condition to make any effeftual de-
fence; and it was determined to attack them before
the works fnould be completed. The force employed
on this occahoii was divided into two battalions; one
of which direQed its courfe againft Verplanks, and the

other agamfi: Stoney Point. The former was com-
manded by General Vaughan, the latter by General
Pattifon, while the fhipping was under the direOion of
Sir George Collier. General Vaughan met with no
refiftance, the enemy abandoning their works, and fet-

ting fire to every thing they could not carry off. At
Stoney Point, however, a vigorous defence was made,
though the garrifon was at laft obliged to capitulate.
To fecure the poffeifion of this lalt, which was the
more important of the two, General Clinton removed
from his former fituation, and encamped in fuch a
manner that Walhington could not give any affiftance.

The Americans, in turn, revenged themfelves by dif-

treffing, with their numerous privateers, the trade to
New York.

This occafioned an expedition to Connefticut, where
thelc privateers were chiefly built and harboured. The
command was given to Governor Tryon and General
Garth. Under convoy of a confiderable number pf
armed velfels they landed at Newhaven, where they
demolifhed the batteries that had been ereded to oppoie
them, and deflroyed the fliipping and naval ftores ; bift
they fpared the town itfelf, as the inhabitants had ab-
ftained from firing out of their houfes upon the troops.

from
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From Newhayen they marched to Fairfield, where
they proceeded as before, and reduced the town to

aflies. Norwalk was next attacked, which in like man-
lier was burnt; as was alfo Greenfield, a fmall lea-port

in the neighbourhood. Thefe fucceffes proved very

alarming as well as detrimental to the Americans; fo

that Walhington determined, at all events, to drive the

Britifii from Stoney Point. For this purpofe he fent

General Wayne with a detachment of chofen men, di-'

re£ling them to attempt the recovery of it by furprife.

On this occafion the Americans fliewed a fpirit and
refolution exceeding any thing they had performed
during the courfe of the war. Though the fortifica-

tions of this place were very ftrong, they attacked the

Britifii with bayonets, after pafling through a heavy
fire of mufquetry and grape-fliot; and, in fpite of all

oppofition, obliged the furviving part of the garrifon,

amounting to five hundred men, to furrender prifoners

of war. Though the Americans did not retain Stoney

Point, the fuccefs they had met with emboldened them
to make a fimilar attempt on Paulus Hook, a fortified

poft on the Jerfey fide, oppofite to New York; but

they were obliged to retreat, after they had made them-

felves mafters of one or two pods.

An expedition of greater importance was now pro-

je6led on the part of the Americans. This wasagain{l

a poft on the river Penobfcot, on the borders of Nova
Scotia, of which the Britifh had lately taken poffeffion,

and where they had begun to ereft a fort, which threat-

ened great inconvenience to the colonifts. The ar--

iTsamenr. defined againft it was fo foon got in readinefs,

that Colonel Maclane, the commanding officer at Pe-

nobfcot, found himfelf obliged to drop the execution

of part of his fcheme; and, inftcad of a regular fort,

to content himfelf with putting the works already con-

lirufted in as good a pofture of defence as poffible^

The Americans could not effeO: a landing without

much diSiculty; and, as foon as this was done, they

ei"e6ted
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fereaed feveral batteries, and kept up a briflc fire for

the fpace of a fortnight. They now propoled to carry

the fort by a general affault j but, before this could be

effeaed, they perceived Sir George Colher, with a

Britifli fleet,'coming to its relief. On this, they in-

Ilantly re-embarked their artillery and military ftores,

&nd failed up the river, as far as poffible, m order to

avoid him. They were fo clofely purfued, however,

that not a fingle velTel could efcape j fo that the whole,

fleet, confiding of nineteen armed veffels and twenty-

four'tranfports, was dellroyed. The foldiers and Tai-

lors were obliged to wander through immenfe defert.^,

where they fuffered much for want of provifions; and,

to add to their calamities, a quarrel arofe between the

foldiers and feamen concerning the caufe of their dif-

after, which ended in a violent fray, wherein a great

number were killed.

The projeas of Count d'Eftaing being totally dii-

concerted in America, where the people thought that

little thanks were due to him for his ineffeaive pro-

mifes, he fet fail for the Weft Indies on the 3d of

Novem.ber, 1778, in order to fecond the operations

of the Marquis de Bouille, governor of Maj-tinico,

who had already captured the ifland of Dominique.

On the very fame day that the French fleet left Bof-

ton, a detachment of five thoufand troops, under con-

voy of a fmall fquadron commanded by Commodore

Hotham, failed from Sandy Hook, and arrived at

Barbadoes on the 10th of December. Without fuf-

fering the troops to difembark, an expedition was

immediately refolved upon againft the ifland of St.

Lucia, where a landing was effefibed on the i3tb. By
the fpirited exertions of General Meadows and Ad-

miral Barrington, upon whom the command had now

devolved, feveral of the batteries and advanced pofts

were carried, when Count d'EUaing appeared in vievr

..with a far fuperior force, having on-board a large

body of troops, v;ith which he hoped to effea the

Vot. Vn. No. 135. U entire
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entire reduftion of the Englifli illands. The fquadron

of Admiral Barrington confided only of three fhips

of the line, two of fifty guns, and three frigates, which

he ftationed acrofs the entrance of the Careenage, fup-

ported by feveral batteries erefted on fhore. On the

morning of the 15th, the French admiral bore down
with ten fail of the line, but met with fo gallant a re-

ception that he thought proper in a ftiort time to draw
off. In the afternoon, he renewed the attack with his

whole fquadron; and a furious cannonade, direQed

chiefly againft Admiral Barrington'sdivifion, was kepi

up for feveral hours, without making any impreffion

on the Englifh line; and the French admiral was again

obliged to defilt. Three days after, having plied a

little to windward, he landed a body of five thoufand

men, and putting himfelf at their head, marched with

great refoluiion to the affault of the Britifh lines: but^

ihey were received by General Meadows with the

Tame invincible courage as they had before experienced

from Admiral Barrington. " Their two firft attacks,"

fays General Grant, " were made with the impetuo-

iity of Frenchmen; and they were repulfed with the

determined bravery of Britons." They rallied again,

and returned to the charge the third dme; but the

aftair was now foon decided: they were totally broken,

and obliged to fly in the utmolt diforder and confa-

lion. Four hundred were left dead on the field; and

even, according to their own accounts, out of eleven

iiundred wounded five hundred were rendered inca-

pable of fervice. The magnitude of their lofsj ex-

ceeding in number the whole of the Britifli troops that

were engagedj, evinces the jdefperation and perfeve-

rancewith which the French made and fupported

,their attacks ; and places above all praife the mafterly

difpofition formed by General Meadows for the de-

fence of his poll, and the unfhaken intrepidity of the

men to whom that defence was intrulled. What ex-

<;iLes equal aftoiii&Bient is, that only thirteen of the

BFitill^
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> Ijiitifh troops were killed, one hundred and fifty

wounded, and eight milTing. After this fevere defeat,

d'Eftaing continued on the ifland in a (late of feeming

irrefolution for ten days longer. At length, re-embark-

ing his troops in the night of the 28th, he fet fail for

Martinico next morning, and abandoned St. Lucia to

its fate. Whilfl: his fleet was yet in view, the French

governor, M. de Micoud, offered to capitulate; and

although he was now dellitute of all hopes of relief,

the mod honourable terms were granted to him, the

liberality of the Britifh commanders thus adding to

the lultre of fo fplendid a conqueft, and which was

alfo confidered as more that equivalent to the lofs of

Pominique.
Eight days a^fier the departure of d'Eftaing, Admi-

ral Byron arrived with his fleet, unfortunately too

late to cut off the retreat of the enemy. All this brave

admiral's proceedings had hitherto been marred by th«

oppofition of the elements. In the voyage from Eng»
land, whence he had been difpatched after the Tou-
lon fleet, his fhips were feparated in a florm, and did

not reach New York but at long intervals, and man^
of them in fo fhattered a fkate that they w^re not in

readinefs to proceed to fea till the 18th of Oftober,
He then went in quell of d'Eftaing; but his ill fortune

ilill continued to perfecute him. Scarcely had he
reached the bay of Bofton, when on the 1 ft of Novem-
ber, another tremendous ftorm arofe, which fo di(i

abled his fleet, that he was obliged to put back to-

Rhode ifland to refit. This aiforded d'Eftaing a fa-

vorable opportunity of proceeding to the Weil Indies,

and of making the attempt, though unfuccefsful, which
has been juft related; while Byron was weather-bound
at Rhode-ifland for a fortnight after his fhips wer^
ready to fail, and even in his paifage thence hadona
of them difmafted. To thefe untoward circumftances

the efcape of the French fleet was entirely owing:
and fo fenfible was d'Eftaing of the danger of encoun-

XJ 2 tering
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tering even an equality of Britifli naval force, that far

fix months together he only ventured twice out of the

bay of Fort Royal, and both times hallily returned as

Toon as Byron's fleet wa^ feen (landing towards him.
Squadrons were frequently fent to crutfe off the mouth
of the harbour where the count lay, and, if poffible,

to provoke him to come out and rifk an engagement;
but no mortification of this fort cQuld induce him tq

deviate from his defenfive plan.

Whilft the French, from having been the affailants,

were thus reduced, as it were, to a ft ate of fiege in the

Weft Indies, they had nearly loft all their poffeffions

in the Eaft.--When a rupture was feen to be inevita-

ble, fo expeditioufly had the Englifti EaltTndia com.-

pany tranfmitted their orders, and with fo much
promptitude were thefe orders executed, that the war

broke out in the moft diftant extremities of the empire

almoft as loon as in the- parts neare ft to its centre.

Chandernagore and all the factories belonging to the

French in Bengal, at Yanaon and Karical, with their

fcttlement at Maftulipatam, were wrefted from thern

•during, the fummer; and, in the month of OBober,
the town and fortrefs of Pondicherry, the capital of

the French poffeffions, and the feat of their govern-

ment in India,.with an immenfe train of artillery, and

a garrifon of three thoufand men, nine hundred of

whom were Europeans, after being invefted for two

months and ten days by an army under General Munro
by land, and by a fmall naval force under Sir Edvv^ard

Vernon, who had previoufty defeated a French fqua-

dren under M. de Fronjolly, was furrendered by capi-

tulation. Commodore Vernon's force confiiled of

only the Rippon of fixty guns, the Coventry of twenty-

eight, the Scahorle of twenty, the Cormorant floop,

and an Indiaman: that of the enemy confifted of a

64-gun fliip, two frigates, one of thirty-fix the other

of thirty-two guns, and two India fliips armed for war;

one of the French frigates was taken: the reft left

Pondicherry to ^s fate, ^ .•

At
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At the clofe of this firft campaign, France found

Jitile reafon to congratulate herfelf on her new allU

ance. Her tra^e in both Indies had been greatly

annoyed, many of her richeft {hips captured, and her

lucrative trade on the Coromandel coafl: annihilated

^t once.

The parliament met on the 26ih of November,

1778, and the houfe having refolved itfelf into a com-
mittee of fupply, on the 2d of December, a member
moved for an enquiry into the caufe of our failure of

fuccefs in the engagement on the 27th of July. Ad-
miral Keppel thereupon rofe to jultjfy his conduQ iii

that action ; he M^as replied to by Sir Hugh Pallifer,

Jt appeared, that on the return of the fleet, refle6tions

had been thrown out againft the commander of th?

rear divifion, imputing the caufe of the engagement
not being renewed in the afternoon to that officer's

neglefting to bear down, agreeable to a fignal difplayr

ed by the commander in chief, and a meflage fent.

Something of this kind having appeared in the newf-
papers, Sir Hugh Pallifer applied to Admiral Keppel
for a formal contraditlion of fugh a charge; which
was declined. A few days after the altercation in the

houfe of commons had happened, Sir Hugh Pallifer

exhibited at the Admiralty-board, an accufation againft

the conduct of Adn^.iral Keppel, on the 27th and 28ih
of July, confifting of five articles, or feparate fpecific

charges; a copy of which was fent by the board to the
admiral, accompanied with a noti<:e to prepare for his

fpeedy trial by a court martial, on the feveral charges
adduced.

A court-martial was accordingly appointed to be
held on board the Britannia, in Portfmouth harbour,
on January 8th, 1779, and was from thence adjourned
to the governor's houfe at Portfmouth. It confifted
of Admiral Sir Thomas Pye, prefident; Admirals
Buckle, Montague, Arbuthnot, and Rodham; Cap-
tains Mil I bank, Drake, Penny, Moutray, Duncan,
Bctelerj Cranftpn, and Benneu

On
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On the 11th of February, which was the 32d day

of trial, the court having heard the evidence and the

prifoner's defence, were of opinion, that the charge

was malicious and ill-founded; it having appeared,

that the admiral, fo far from ha'ving by mifconduft and
negleft of duty on the days therein alluded to, loft an

opportunity of rendering eifential fervice to the ftate,

and thereby tarnifhing the honour of the Britiih navy,

behaved as became a judicious, brave, and experi-

enced, officer. The court therefore unanimoufly and

honourably acquitted the faid Admiral Auguftus

Keppel of the feveral articles contained in the charge

^gainft him.

Sir Thomas Pye, on delivering to Admiral |CeppeI

|iis fword, addrcflcd him \n the following words:
" Admiral Keppel, It is no fmall pleafure for me

to receive the commands of the court I have the ho-

nour to prefide at, that in delivering you your fwor^,

I am to congratulate you on its being reftored to you
with fo much honour; hoping ere long, you will be

called forth by your fovereign, to draw it once more

in defence of your country."

Immediately upon the acquittal of Admiral Keppel,

both houfes of parliament unanimoufly voted him their

thanks for his gallant behaviour on the 27th of July,

This example v/as followed by the city of Londoiij

and the Wc(t-India merchants.

Soon after, Sir Hugh Fallifer refigned his feat at

the board of admiralty, gave up his pofts of lieutenant-

general of the marines, and governor of Scarborough-

caftle, and, vacating his feat in parliament, kept no-

thing but his rank of vice-admiral of the blue. As,

in the courfe of Admiral Keppel's trial, many circura-

ilances were related in evidence which tended to cri-

minate the accufer; the lords of the admiralty thought

proper to iffue orders for a court-manial to be held

on Sir Hugh Pallifer, vvhich was accordingly held on-

board the Sandwich, iti Porti'mouthharbourj on Mon-
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•day the i2t.h of April, Vice-admiral George Darby^
prcfidciit; Rear-admiral Robert Digby, Captains Ogle,
Kempenrek, Peyton, Bainc,Robiii{"on, Duncan, Good-
all, Cranfton, Linzcc, Colpoys, and Walters, members*

In the courfe of the trial, which continued untii

the 5th of May, upwards of forty witneiles were ex-

amined. All their evidence tended to prove the

gallant behaviour of Sir Hugh Pallifer, during the

adion in the morning; but the ofiicers from the centre,

and van divifions, bore teftimony that the vice-admiral

of the blue did not bring his divifion into' a line of
battle in the afternoon ; notwithftanding his (liip, the

Formidable, did not appear tjo have received fuch
damage as rendered her incapable of renewing the

engagement, and a fignal was flying from the Vitlory
all the afternoon for that purpofe, and a meflfage was
fent by Captain Windfor, in the Fox frigate, from the

commander in chief, to acquaint Sir Hugh, that the
admiral waited only for his divifion to renew the en-
gagement, which meffage was delivered, according to
the teftimony of many witneffes, at half an hour after

five o'clock.

The witnclTes whofe evidence tended to juftify Sir

Hugh Pallifer, were, his captain in the Formidable, the
four lieutenants, the carpenter, gunner, and gunner's
mate; with fome of the lieutenants, mailers, and other
officers, belonging to the fhips in his divifion. They
fpoke of the incapacity of the Formidable to renew
ihe engagement, and fixed the time of delivering the
meffage from Admiral Keppel to be about feven.

o'clock in the evening; more than one denied that
any thing was faid about renewing the 'engagement.
It is fomewhat remarkable, that of the ten captains
who commanded the (liips in the rear divifion, only
-two were examined on this trial, and the evidence of
only one of them tended to exculpate the prifoner.
As we have been circumftantial in relating the tr^n.

faftions of that day when we fpoke of the aciion, it is

upneceifary
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unneceflary to enlarge here; we fliall therefore only
t)bferve, that Sir Hugh Pallifer, as foon as he was out

of the engagement, weared his fliip, fifppofing the

admiral meant immediately to return to the fight, anc!

brought his whole divifion round, which does not

prove that incapacity to his (hip which he afterwards

alleged. When he had thus changed his pofition, he.

formed the van of the Britifh fleet. Two hours after^

Admiral Keppel altered the fituation of the fleet, by
bringing Sir Robert Harland's divifion into the vauj

as in the morning, and threw out fignals for Sir Hugh
Pallifer's fiiips to form the rear. No fooner was this

difpofition made, than the backwardnefs of the vice-

admiral of the blufe became obfervable.

On Wedncfday the 5th of May, all the witnefles

having been examined, and the vice-admiral having

inade his defence, the court proceeded to deliver their

opinion, which was, *' That the behaviour of the:

vice-admiral of the blue on the 27th and 28th days

of July, was, in many inftanccs, highly meritorious

and exemplary ; but that he was blameable for not

making the diltrefled fituation of his fliip known to

the admiral, either by the Fox, or otherwife. Yet, as

he is cenfurable in no other part of his conduft, the

court are of opinion, he ought, notwithftanding that,

to be acquitted, and he is acquitted accordingly."

The prefident then delivered to the vice-admiral

his fword, with this fliort addrefs: " Sir, I am direQed

by the court to return you your fword."

3ir Hugh Pallifer attended the next levee at St,

James's; on which occafion he was prefented to his

inajefty and gracioufly received. About the fame

time Sir Robert Harland fl;ruck his flag at Portf-*

mouth, and refigned his command.

Whilfl thefe diflentions among our naval comman-

•dersfpread difagreementand mifanderftanding through

the navy, and divided the fentiments of the nation,

according as party prejudices biaffed the judgmer^ty

the.
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ihe caufe of our enemies gained ftrength by the ac-

ceffion of Spain to the American confederacy.

In June 1779, the Marquis d'Almodovar, the Spa-

-nifli ambalTador, prefented a manifeflo to Lord Wey*
mouth, in which his catholic majefty complained, that,

Jiavingpropofed terms of accommodation to the bel-

ligerent powers, in confequence of the Britifh court

having afked and accepted of his mediation, in the

difference fubfifting with France, the minifters of his

Britannic majefty had rejeded them in a manner that

indicated little defire of reftoring peace to Europe, or
to preferve the friendfliip of his catholic majefty. li

then expatiates on the many infults which the Spanifh

&ips and fettleraents had received from the Britifli

fubjeBs, which in number amounted to a hundred;
which finding the Britifti court not difpofed to redrefs,

he is under the difagreeable neceflity of making ufc

of all the means that the Almighty has given him, to

do himfelf that juftice which he has ia vain folicited.

Immediately on delivering this manifeft^o, the marquis
quitted the kingdom, and Lord Grantham, our mini-

?iifter at the court of Madrid, was recalled.

The miniftry, when laying the Spanifli manifefto

.before the parliament, paffed over in fileriee the re-

je6led mediation of Spain, and confined their anfwer
to the infults andjsncroachments which it complained
of. His majefty, they faid, had, on every occafion,

been folemnly intent on the prefervation of peace, and
the* reciprocal good intentions and harmony of both
courts; that as foon as ever his catholic majefty, by
his ambalTador, had complained of any grievance, his

majefty had taken the moil effeSlual means of inftantly

affording the court of Madrid every poffible fatisfac-

tion; and that the chief part of the grievances ftated

in the manifefto had never «ome to his knowledge by
any means whatever. Both houfes of parliament ad-
dreffed his majefty in the warmeft terms of loyalty and
Vol; VILNo. 136. X affe.aion.
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aiFeftion, and every meafure was immediately taken to

repel the approaching ftorm.

Thus was Great Britain, unfupported by any one
ally, left to contend with the powers of France, Spain,

and America. That file was not appalled by the for-

niiclable league againft her, was a ilrong proof of her

fpirit. That.her pecuniary refources were found any

ways adequate to the exigences of the times, was really

wonderful; and that foldiers, feamen, and a navy,

could be found able to make head againft fuch a conr

fedcracy, places the real ftrength and abilities of this

country in a llronger light than they had ever before

appeared.

Sir Charles Hardy, admiral of the white, was now
appointed to the command of the grand fleet, which

was to oppofe the combined force of France and

Spain; and his royal highnefs Prince William Henry,
(now Duke of Clarence,) was initiated in the fervice,

under Rear-admiral DigbyjasamidfiiipmanjOn-board

the Royal George.

Thefirft efifecl of the enmity of the Spaniards was

the invafion of Gibraltar, which.fpeedily followed the

hoftile refcript from the court of Spain. The blockade

on the land- fide commenced in the month of July,

1779; and the place was foon after invefted as clofely

by fea as the nature of the gut and the variety of wind
and weather would permit. It happened fortunately

for Great Britain, that all the capital efforts of the Spa-

nilh nation fhould be direded, at this junQure, to fo

imprafticable and ruinous an enterprife.

As to France, fhe had opened the year with a fuc-

cefsful expedition to the coaft of Africa. The fettle-

ment to Senegal and the Britifh forts on the river

Gambia were captured in February by a fquadron un-

der the Duke de Lauzun. It having then been

thought neceffary, for the fake of ftrengthening Sene-»

gal, to re^move thither the troops and artillery from

Gorecj this ifland was Coon afterwards feized and gar-

rifoned
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fifoned by Sir Edward Hughes, who had force fuffici-

ent on- board his fleet to recover the other poffeirions;

but his dcftination was for the Ealt Indies, where he

had much greater obje61s in view.

On the hrdof May, another expedition was under-

taken by the French againft tiie ifle of Jerfcy, with five

or fix ihoufand men in" flat-bottomed boats, under

convoy of three frigates and forae fmalier veiTels.

They were fo warmly and vigoroudy received bythe

feventy-eighth regiment and the militia of the ifland,

that, after a faint and fpiritlefs effort, they relinquifhed

the enterprife. In a few days after, the frigates being

feen parading on the oppofite coafl ofNormandy, were

purfued into Concalle-bay by a fmall fquadron under

the command of Sir James Wallace, in the Experi-

ment of 50 guns, who taking upon himfelf the charge

and rifk of his own (hip, when the pilots refufed to

conduft her any farther, laid her a-breaft of a battery

that covered the runaways, and foon fiienced it. Arm-

ed boats were immediately fent to board the French

fhips, which had been abandoned by their crews. A
cutter of 16 guns was fcuttled as flie lay on the firore;

two of the frigates were burnt; and the third, La Da-

nae of 34 guns, with the fmalier velTels, was towed off

in tHumph.
^

However completely the infolence of thofe invaders

was puniflied, the attempt on Jerfey proved, in its ac-

cidental confequences, extremely mordfying and inju-

rious to Great Britain. It happened that Adm.iral

Arbuthnot, with a fquadron of mtn of war, and a large

fleet of merchantmen and tranfports, was then on the

outlet of his voyage to New York. As he was pro-

ceeding down the channel on the fecond of May, he

fell in with a vcfTel fent exprefs from Jerfey, with the

firlt account of the fuppofed danger of that ifland.

He failed directly widipart of the fquadron for its re-

lief, ordering the reit, and the fnips under their pro-

teQion, to wait bis return at Torb^y, Upon his ar-

X 2 rival



i64 HISTORY of the

rival off Guernfey, finding that the French had beer?

repulfedjand thathisaffillance was no longer necefl'ary,

he tacked about to rejoin his convoy. Though he

loft as little time as poliible in this- u-nfortunate devi-

ation from his original courfe, it was the caufe of"

much fubfequent delay. His fleet, which had an-

chored gt Torbay, was prevented from failing for

pear a month after by contrary winds ; and it being

very reafonably apprehended, that, in the interval of

its detention, the French receiving intelligence of its

immenfe value, and of the force that prote£led it,

might be tempted to make a vigorous effort for its

capture, in order to defeat fuch an attempt, ten fliips

from the chaimel fleet vvere detached, under Admiral
Darby, to accompany Arbuthnot to a certain latitude,

whence he might proceed in perfeft fecurity. The
channel Beet, weakened by fo confiderable a detach-

ment, was obliged to fufpend a plan already formed

for blocking up the harbour of Brcft; and the French,

availing themfelves of the opportunity, hurried to fea

with an imperfeft equipment, and joined the fleet of

Spain on the 24th of June. This junftion, which

the late untoward accidents had rendered it impoffibk

for the Britifh naval force to prevent, was truly

alarming. The two fleets amounted to more than

fixty fail of the line, with r>early an equal number of

frigates and fmaller vcffels. Soon after their junBiofi,

they fleered for the Britifli channel, in the mouth of

which Sir Charles Hardy, who had fucceeded Keppel,

was craihng v^ith a fleet of thirty-eight fliips of the

line, and fomething lefs than its due proportion of

frigates. The combined fleets paffed him, about the

middle of Augull, without either party having dif-

covered the other, and proceeded on as far as Ply-

.rnouth, in fight of which place they continued parad-

ing for two or three days, until a itrong eafterly wind

fet in, and compelled tliem to retire. The fame wind

bad alfo driven the Briiifh fleet to fea; but. on the

laft
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lafl; day of Auguft, Sir Charles Hardy regained his

former Itation, and entered the channel in full view of

the enemy, who did not attempt to moleft him. He
now endeavoured to entice them into the narrov;er

part of the channel, where their great fuperiority in

number would have been of lefs avail : they followed

him as high as Plymouth, but would venture no far-

ther. Their crews were faid to be fickly; their fliip3

to be in bad condition; and the feafon for equinoctial

gales Avas faft approaching. Count d Orvilliers

thought it therefore prudent to quit the channel early

in September, and ftcer back to Breft, without effeB-

ing any thing farther than the capture of the Ardent
man of war, which had accidentally fallen in with

the combined fleets. Though the naval pride of
England was certainly very much mortified at fuck

infults on her own coaft, and at the retreat of her fleet

before the enemy ; yet the real difgrace was on the

fide of France and Spain, who having at a vail ex-

pence fitted out and brought together greater arma-
ments than had ever, perhaps, been alfembled on the

feas, faw their efforts expire in empty parade, and
their big hopes of iweeping the ocean terminate in

the capture of a fmgle fhip.

The events in the Welt Indies, and on the banks
of the Miffiflipi, proved more flattering to the views
of the houfe of Bourbon, though not uncorrected by
fome fevere flrokes of difappointment and lofs. The
pafBvenefs with which d'Eltaing fuffered himfelf to

be continually defied, or rather blocked up in Fort
Royal harbour, by a fleet fuperior only in courage to

bis own, has been already noticed. Both fleets were
reinforced in the beginning of the year; that of Ad-
miral Byron by feveral fhips of war from England,
under Commodore Rowley; and that of d'Eftaing by
a fquadron from France, under the command of M.
de Graffe. But, as thefe accefhons of ifrength were
nearly balanced on both fides, the count itill declined

the
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the challenge and endured the infults of his fpirited

enemy. The departure of Admiral Byron on the 6th

of June, to convoy the valuable trade of the Weft-
India iflands a part of their way to England, afforded

d'Eftaing an opportunity of commencing operations.

He fent a detachment of four hundred and fifty men to

the ifland of St. Vincent, which, though garriloned by
feven companies of regular troops, furrendered with-

out a fhot. This is afcribed to the dread entertained

of an infarreSion of the Caribbs, who had never been
perfeftly reconciled to the Englifh government j and
who were ready to join the French as foon as they

landed. D'Eftaing being farther encouraged by ano-

ther large reinforcement under M. de la Motte Piquet,

failed from Port Royal with twenty-fix fhips of the

line, eight large frigates, and a number of tranfports

having nine thoufand troops on-board, and fteered for

Grenada, where he arrived the 2d of July. Lord
Macartney, the governor, though his whole garrifon

did not exceed one hundred and fifty regulars, with

about the fame number of militia, yet being ftrongly

pofted on an intrenched hill, he repulfed the firft

affauk of between two and three thoufand of the

French, with the moft heroic valour. But thefupe-

riority of numbers was at length decifive; and the

Britifb lines -were forced, after a hard confli6l, which

lafted about an hour and a half, and in which three

hundred of the affailants are faid to have been killed

or wounded. Next day. Macartney and his brave

companions, rather than give a formal affent to terms

prefcribed by the infolence of viftory, furrendered at

difcretion. Admiral Byron, on his return to St.

Lucia, receiving intelligence of the capture of St.

Vincent's, waited only to have fome troops embarked,

and direQed his courfe thither; but, on his paflage,

he heard the ftill more unwelcome tidings of the

attack on Grenada, the relief of which was therefore

to be immediately attempted. Though his force con-

Med
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fitted of only twenty-one fliips of the line, and one

frigate, befides trani'ports, he was animated by the

warmeft hopes of fuccefs, being totally ignorant of

la Motte's junO-ion with d'Eftaing. At day-break on

the 6th of July, he carpe in view of the enemy; but

the French commander, having already effefted his

purpofe, was little inclined, notwithftanding his pre-

fent fuperiority, to rifle a clofe engagement. A warm,

but partial and imdecifive, aQioji enfued, in which

three or four of the Englifli fhips fuftained confider-

able damage in their malls, fails, and rigging, though

their lofs in killed and wounded bore a very fmall

'proportion to the dreadful flaughter on-boatd the

French fleet. In the refult, Admiral Byron, -who, to

his great mortification, had feen the white flag flying

on the fortrefs of St. George, but who mufl: alfo have

felt his inequality to any farther attempts for the reco-

very of the ifland, withdrew next day to St. Chrifl:o-

pher's, d'Eftaing having in the night returned to

Grenada.

As Spain h?id a£led with fo much treachery in Eu-

rope, keeping up the fliow of friendlhip till all her

preparations for war were fully completed, it was not

a matter of furprife to fee her commence hoftilities ia

remote parts of the globe, with all the advantages of

early information and previous defign. About the

middle of Augull, Don Galvez, the Spanifli governor

of Louifiana, having colleded the whole force of bis

province of New Orleans, fet out upon an expedition

agairift the Britifti fettlements on the Mifliflipi; and

as they"had no cover but a newly-conftru61ed fort, or

more properly a field redqubt, defended by five hun-

dred men, they could not long refill the efforts of a

well provided army of four times that number. Don -•

Galvez now extended his views to the conqueft of all

Weft Florida; but thinking his own force inadequate

to fuch an enterprize, he concerted a plan of opera*

tion with the governor of the Havannahj in purfuance

of
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of which he was to be afTifled by a confiderable em-
barkation from that place early in the enfuing year.

Nearly at the fame time that Don Galvez was ad-

vancing to the weftern extremities of Florida, the

Spanilh governor of Honduras made an unexpefted

attack upon the Britifh logwood cutters ; took many
of them prifoners ; and expelled the reft from their

principal fettlemeht at St. George's Key. Captain

Dalrymple, with a detachment of the royal Irifh

from Jamaica, and fome Indians and volunteers col-

5e61ed on the Mofquito fhore, being on their paffage

no Honduras for the purpofe of aflifting the bay-men,

fell in with a fmali fquadron of frigates under the

command of Commodore Luttrel, who had been

cr4jifing to intercept two Spanifh regifter-fhips. The
commodore informed Captain Dalrymple, that the

Spaniards were already difpoffeffed of St. George's

Key; and that the regider Ihips, having ttiken fhelter

in the harbour of Omoa, were fo ftrongly prote6led

by the fortifications on fhore, as to bid defiance to

any effort by fea. Under fuch circumftances, the

two commanders agreed to unite their forces, and to

make an attack on Omoa both by fea and land.

Never was any enterprife conduced with greater fpi-

rit and judgment, or crowned with more brilliant

fuccefs. Thofe walls, which had coft the Spaniards

twenty years labour, and upon which neither the fire

of the frigates, nor fome batteries ere6led on the ad-

joining heights could make any impreffion, were

fcaled by the intrepid affailants; and the keys of the

fort were furrendered to Captain Dalrymple, without

any farther refinance. The prifoners amounted to

three hundred and fifty-five rank and file, befides

officers and inhabitants; and it was agreed that they

fliould be exchanged for an equal number of Britifti

fubjefts taken in the bay of Honduras. The value

of the regilter fhips and other prizes of lefs note in

the harbour was eftimated at three millions of dollars.

No
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No part of this lofs was more feverely felt by the

Spaniards than that of two hundred and fifty quintals

of quickfilver, a commodity fo effential to the puri-

fication of their gold and (ilver ores^ that they would

have given almolt any price for it; but the captors,"

preferring the public good to their own private emo-

lument, would not part upon any terms with an arti-

cle, which, though of no great value to themfelves,

was of fuch immenfe confequence to the enemy.

Upon the fame principle, they refufed to ranfom the

lort, (for which high offers were likewife made,) and

left a garrifon for its defence; although their views

to the fervice of their country were fruftrated in this

refpeft by its fubfequent evacuation, arifing more
from the unhealthinefs of the place, than from any.

power or vigour exerted by the enemy in its recovery..

* The conduCl of all the officers and men in every

part of this fervice was highly laudable and exempla-

ry; but the following inftance of magnanimity, in the

moment of the affault, deferves a peculiar and dif-

lintlive tribute of applaufe. A common failor, who
fcrambled fingly over the wall, had, for the better

annoyance, on all fides, of the enemy, armed himf'clf

with a cutlafs in each hand. Thus equipped, he fell

in with a Spanifh ofjicer, juft roufed from fleep, and
who, in the hurry and confufion, had forgotten his

fword. This circumftance reftrained the fury of the

gallant tar, who diidaining an unarmed foe, but un-

willing to relinquifh fo happy an opportunity of dif-

playing his courage in fingle combaf, prefenled one
of the cutlaffes to him, faying, " I fcorn any advan-

tage—you are now upon a footing with me."—The
aftonidiment of the officer at fuch an aO; of generofity,

and at the facility with v^hich a friendly parley took
place, when he expelled nothing lefs, from the un»
couth and hoftile appearance of his foe, than that of
being inftantly cut to pieces, could only be equalled

by the admiration, which his relating the ftory excited

in his countrymen.

VoL.VII. No. 136. Y «We
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We muft now take a view of the tranra8.ions in the

fouthern colonies ; to which the war, in the year

J 780? was i'o efFedualiy transferred, that the opera-

tions there became at lafl; decifive. The fuccefs of
General Prevoft, in advancing to the very capital of

South Carolina, has been already Hated, (p. 147.)

together with the obflacles which prevented him from
becoming mafter of it at that time. Towards the end
of 1779, Sir Henry Clinton fet fail from New York
with a confiderable body of troops, intended for the

attack of Charledovvn, in a fleet of (hips of war and

tranfports, under the command of Vice admiral Ar-

buthnot. They had a very tedious voyage; the wea-

ther was uncommonly bad ; feveral of the tranfports

were lo.ft, and an ordnance-lhip foundered at fea.

Having arrived at Savannah, where they endeavoured

to repair the damages, they proceeded, on the 10th of

February, 1780, to North Ediilo, the place of dcT

barkation which had been previoufly appointed. They
bad a favourable paffage thither ; and, though it re-

quired time to have the bar explored and the channel

marked, the tranfports all entered the harbour the

next day; and the army took poIfefiTion of John's Ifland'

without oppofition. Preparations were then made for

palling the fquadron over Charleftown-bar, where the

high-water fpring tides were only nineteen feet^deep;

but no opportunity offered of going into the harbour

till the 20th of March, when it was cffc6led without

any accident, though the American galleys continually

attempted to prevent the Englifh boats from founding

the channel. The Britifh troops had previoufly re-

moved from John's to James's Ifland ^ and, on the

29th of the fame month, they effeded their landing

on Charleftown Neck. On the ilt of April they

broke ground within 800 yards of the American
works ; and, by the 8th, the befiegers guns were

mounted for aftion.

As foon as the army began to open their batteries

againft
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ngalnft the town. Admiral Arbuthnot embraced the

firll opportunity of paffing Sullivan's Hland, upon

which there was a ftrong fort, the chief defence of the

harbour. He weighed on the gih^ with the Roebuck,

Richmond, and Romulus, Blonde, Virginia, Raleigh,

and Sandwich armed fliip, the Renown bringing up

the rear; and, pafTmg through a fevere fire, anchored

in about two hours under St. James's Ifland, with the

Jofs of twenty-feven feamen kiUcd and wounded. The
Richmond s fcre-topmaft was fhot away, and the fliips

in general fuftained damage in their mads and rigging,

ihough not matejially in their huHs. But the Acetus

tranfport, having on-board fome naval {lores, ground-

ed within gun-lhot of Sulhvan's Ifland, and received

fo much damage, that flie was obliged to be aban-

,doned and burni.

On the 10th, Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Ar-
buthnot fummoned the town to furrender; but Lin.-

-coln, who commanded in Charleftown, returned them
an anfwer, declaring it to be his intention to defend

the place. The batteries were now opened againft

the town 3 and from their effeft the fire of the Ame-
rican advanced, works confiderably abated^ It ap-

pears, that the number of troops under the command
-of Lincoln, were by far too few for defending works
of fuch extent as thofe of Charleflown; and that many
of thefe were men little accuitomed to military fer-

vice, and very ill provided with clothes and other

neceffaries. Lincoln had been for fome time expeQ-
ing reinforcements and fupplies from Virginia, and
other places; but they came in very {lowly. Earl
Cornwallis and Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton were ex-
tremely aQive in intercepting thefe reinforcements.

They totally defeated a confiderable body of cavalry
and militia, which was proceeding to the relief of the
town; and made themfelves mailers of fome polls,

which gave them the command of the country, by
jyhich means ^reat fupplies of provifions fell into their

Y 2 hands.
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hands. Such was the ftate of things, and Fort Sullivan

had alfo been taken by the king's troops, when Gene-
ral Clinton again f'umrnoned the town to furrender;

an offer being made, that the lives and property of
the inhabitants fliould be preferved to them. Articles

of capitulation were then agreed upon, and the town
furrendered on the 4th of May, 1780. A large quan-

tity of ordnance, arms, and ammunition, was found in

"Charleftovvn; and, according to Sir Henry Clinton's

account, the number of prifoners amounted to 5618
men, exclufive of near a thoufand failors in arms;
but, according to General Lincoln's account, tranf-

mitted to the congrefs, the whole number of continen-

tal troops taken prilbners amounted to no more than

2487. The remainder, thereforCj included in Gene-
ral Clinton's account, muft have confifled of militia

and inhabitants of the town. Several American fri-

gates were alfo taken or deflroyed in the harbour.

While Sir Henry Clinton v;as employed in his voy-

age to Charleftown, and in the fiege of that place, the

garrifon at New York were not free from apprehen-

fions for their own fafety. An intenfe froft, accom-
panied with great falls of fnow, began about the middle

of December, 1779, and fhut tip the navigation of

the port of New York from the fea, within a few days

after the departure of Admiral Arbuthnot and General

Clinton. The feverity of the weather increafed to fo

great a degree, that towards the middle of January
all communications with New York by water were

entirely' cut off, and as many new ones opened by the

ice. The inhabitants could fcarcely be faid to be in

an infular ftate. Horfes with heavy carriages could

go over the ice into the Jerfeys, from one ifland to

another. The paffage in the North River, even in the

wideft part, from New York to Paulus Hook, which

was 2000 yards, was, .about the tgth of January,

1780, paffable for the heavieft cannon: an event

which had been unknown in the memory of man.
Provifions
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Piovifions were foon after tranfported upon fledges,

and a detachment of cavalry marched upon the ice

from New York to Slaten Ifland, which was a diftance

of eleven miles.

The city of New York, being thus circuraftanced,

was much expofcd to the continental troops; and it

was ftrongly reported, that General Wafliington was
meditating an attack upon it with his whole force.

Some time before this. Major-general Paitifon, com-
mandant at New York, having received an addrefs

from many of the inhabitants, offering to put them-
felves in military array, he thought the prefent a
favourable opportunity of trying the fincerity of their

profeffions. Accordingly, he iffued a proclamation,

calling upon all the male inhabitants from fixteen to

fixty to take up arms. The requifition was fo readily

complied with, that, in a few days, forty companies
from the fix wards of the city were inrolied, officered,

and under arms, to the number of 2600. Other vo-
lunteer companies were alfo formed ; and the city was
put into a ftrong pofture of defence. No attack,

however, was made upon New York, whatever defign
might originally-,have been meditated; but an attempt
was made upon Staten Ifland, where there were about
1800 men, under the command of Brigadier-general

Sterling. General Wafhington, whofe army was hut-
ted at Morris-town, fent a detachment of 2700 men,
with fix pieces of cannon, two mortars, and ibme
horfcs, commanded by Lord Sterling, who arrived at

Staten Ifland early in the morning of the 15th of
January. The advanced pofts of the Britifli troops
retired upon the approach of the Americans, who
formed the line, and made fome movements in the
courfe of the day; but they withdrew in the night,
and carried off with them about 200 head of cattle.

Immediately on the arrival of the Americans on
•Staten Ifland, Lieutenant-general Knyphaufen had
embarked 600 men to attempt a paffage, .and^-to fup-

port
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port General Sterling; but the floating ice compelled
ibem to return.

After Charlellown hadfurrendered, General Clinton

ifiued two proclamations, and circulated a hand-bill

aniongfl the inhabitants of South Carolina, to induce
them to return to their allegiance, and to be ready to

join the king's troops. Thefe proclamations appear
to have produced lome eff'eft, though they probably'

operated chiefly upon thofe v;ho were before not

much inclined to the caufe of American independence.

Tv/o hundred and ten of the inhabitants of Char leftown
iigned an addrefs to General Clinton and Admiral
Arbuthnot, foliciting to be re-admitted to the charac-

ter and condition of Britifti fubjeOs; declaring their

difapprobation of the do61rine of American indepen-

dence, and expreffing their regret, that, after the

repeal of thofe itatutes which gave rife to the troubles

in America, the overtures of his majefty's commif-
fioners had not been regarded by the congrefs.

At this time the people of America were involved

in great difficulties by the depreciation of their paper-

currency. At the time when the colonies engaged in

war with Great Britain, they had no regular civil go-

vernment eftablifhed among them of fufficient energy

to enforce the colleBion of taxes, or to provide funds

ipr the redemption of fuch bills of credit as their ne-

ceflfities obliged them to iffue. In confequence oF

this, their bills increafed in quantity far beyond the

fum necelfary for the purpofe of a circulating medium

:

and, as they wanted at the fame limp fpecific funds to

refl. on for their redemption, they faw their paper cur-

rency daily fink in value. The depreciation conti-

nued, by a kind of gradual progreiTion, from the year

1777 to the year 1780; fo that, at the latter period,

the continental dollars were pafled, by common con-

fcnt, in moll parts of America, at the rate of at leaft

thirty nine fortieths below their nominal value. The
wnpoil^biiity of keeping up the credit of the currency

to
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to any fixed ftandard, occafioned great and almoll

infurmountable etnbarraflments in afcertaining the

value of property, or carrying on trade with any fuf-

iicient certainty. Thole who fold, and thofe who
bought, were left without a rule whereon to form a

judgment of their profit or their lofs: and every fpe-

cies of commerce or exchange, whether foreign or

domellic, was expofed to numberlefs and iiicreafing

difficulties. The confequences of the depreciation of

the paper-currency, were alfo felt with peculiar feve^

riiv by fuch of the Americans as were engaged in their

military fervices, and greatly augmented by their

other hardfliips. The requihdons made by the con-

grefs to the ieveral colonies for fupplies, were alfo«'

far from always being complied with : and their troops

were not unfrequetitly in want of the moll common
neceffaries; which naturally occafioned complaints

and difcontent among ihem. Some of thefe difficul-

ties, refulting from their circumllances and fitualion,

perhaps no wifdom could have prevented: but they

ieem to have arilen in part from the congrefs not being

fufficiently acquainted with ihe principles of finance,

and from a defeft of fyftem in the departments of their

government. The caufe of the Americans appears

alio to have fuffered by their depending too much oa
temporary enliftments. But the congrefs endeavour-

ed, towards the clofe of the year 1780, to put their

army upon a more permanent footing, and to give all

the fatisfaftion to their officers and foldiers which
their circumllances would permit. They appointed

a committee for arranging their finances, and made
fome new regulations relpefting their war-office and
treafury-board, and other public departments.

Notwithftanding the difadvantages under which they

laboured, the Americans feemed to entertain no doubts
but that they fhould be able to maintain their inde-

pendency. The 4th of July was celebrated this year

at Philadeiphiaj as the anniverfary of American in»

deoendence.
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dependence. A commencement for conferring de-

grees in the arts was held the fame day, in the hall of
the univerfity there ^ at which the prefident and mem-
bers of the congrefs attended, and other perfons in

public offices. The Chevalier de la Lucerne, miuif-

ter plenipotentiary from the French king to the Unit-

ed States, was alfo prefent on the occafion. A charge

^vas publicly addrefi'ed by the provoft of the univerfity

to the ftudents; in which he faid, that he could not

but congratulate them " on that aufpicious day,

U'hich, amidft the confufions and defolations of war,,

beheld learning beginning to revive; and animated

them with the pleafing profpeB of feeing the facred

lamp of fcience burning with a ftill brighter flame,

and fcattering its invigorating rays over the unex-

plored deferts of that extcnfive continent; until the

Avhole world fhould be involved in the united blaze

of knowledge, liberty, and religion. When he Itretch-

ed his views forward," he faid, " and furveyed the

rifing glories of America, the enriching confequences

of their determined Itruggle for liberty, the extenfive

fields of intelleftual improvement and ufeful invenr

tion, in fcience and arts, in agriculture and commerce,
in religion and government, through which the un-

fettered mind would range, with increafing delight,

in queft of the undifcovered treafure which yet lay

concealed in the animal, vegetable, and mineral, king-

doms of that new world; or in the other fertile fources

of knowledge with which it abounded ; his heart

fwelled with the pleafing profpe61, that the fons of

that inftitution would clillinguiih themfelves, in the

different walks of life, by their literary contributions

to the cmbellifiiraent and incrcafe of human happi-

nefs.

"

\}n the roih of July, M. Ternay, with a fleet con>

filling of feven fliips of the line, befides frigates, and

a large body of French troops, commanded by Count

Rocharabeau, arrived at Rhode ifland; and the fol-

lowing
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lowing day 6000 men were landed. A committee

from die genera! affem^bly of Rhode I Hand was ap-

pointed to congratulate the French general upon bis

arrival : whereupon he returned an anfwer, in which

he informed them, that the king his mafter had fcnt

him to the afTjdance of his good and faithful allies the

United States of America. At prefent, he faid, he

only brought over the vanguard of a much greater

force dcftined for their aid ; and the king had order-

ed him to aflure them, that his whole power (hould

be exerted for their fupport. He addsd, that the,

French troops were under the (iriQell difcipline ; .

and, afting under the orders of General Walhington,

would live with the Americans as their brethren.

A fcheme was foon after formed, of making a

combined attack with Englifli fhips and troops, under

the command of Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral

Arbuthnot, againft the French fleet and troops at

Rhode Ifland. Accordingly a confiderable part of

the troops at New York were embarked for that pur-

pofe. General Wafliington, having received infor-

mation of this, paffed the North River by a very

rapid movement, and, with an army increafed to

12,000 men, proceeded with celerity towards King's

Bridge, in order to attack New York ; but, learning

that the Britifh general had changed his intentions,

and difembarked his troops on the 31ft of the month,

General Wafhington recroffed the river, and returned

to his former fiation. Sir Henry Clinton and the

admiral had agreed to relinquifh their defign of at-

tacking the French and Americans at Rhode Ifland

as impraQicable.

An unfuccefsful attempt was alfo made about this

time in the Jerfeys by General Knyphaufen, with 7000
Britifli troops under his command, to furprife the

advanced pofts of General Wafhington's army. They
proceeded rapidly towards Springfield, meeting little

oppofition till they came to the bridge there, which

Vol. VII. No. 13$. Z was



178 HISTORY OP THE
"was very gallantly defended by 170 of the continental

troops, for fifteen minutes, againft the Britifli armv >

but they were at length obliged to give up fa unequal
a conteft, with the lofs of thirty-feven men. After

fecuring this pafs, the Britifli troops marched into the

place, and fet fire to molt of the houfes. They alfo

committed fome other depredations in the Jerfeys;

but were obliged to return about the beginning oi

July, without efFe6ling any thing material.

In South Carolina the royal arms were attended

with more fuccefs. Earl Corn wallis, who commanded
the Britifh troops, obtained a very fignal vi6tory over
General Gates, on the 16th of Auguft, The aftiou

began at break of day, in a fituation very advanta-

geous for the Britifli troops, but very unfavourable

to the Americans. The latter were much more nu-

merous; but the ground on which both armies flood

was narrowed by fwamps on the right and left, fo that

the Americans could not avail themfelves of their

fuperior numbers. There feeras to have been a want
of generalfliip in Gates, in futFering himfelf to be

lurprifed in fo difadvantageous a pofilion : but this-

circumftance was partly the efle6l of accident; for

both armies fet out with a defign of attacking each
other precifely at the fame time, at ten the preceding

evening, and met together before day-light at the

place where die aftion happened. The attack was
made by the Britifli troops with great vigour, and in

a few minutes the a6lion was general along the whole
line. It was at this time a dead calm, with a little

hazinefs in the air, which prevented the fmoke from

rifing, and occafioned fo thick a darknefs, that it was
difficult to fee the efi^eft of a very heavy and well-

fupported fire on both fides. The Britifli troops

either kept up a conftant fire, or made ufe of bayonets,

as opportunities offered : and, after an dbfl;inate re-

fiftance during three quarters of an hour, threw the

Americans into total confufion, and forced them to

give
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^ive way in all quarters. The continental troops

appear to have behaved well, but the militia were foon

broken, and left the regulars to oppole the whole force

oF the Britifti troops. General Gates did all in his

power to rally the militia, but without efFe6t : the con-

tinentals retreated in fome order; but the rout of the

militia was fo great, that the Britifti cavalry are faid

to have continued the purfQitof them to the diftance

of twenty-two miles from the place where the aftioii

happened. The lofs of the Americans was very con-

iidcrable: about 1000 prifoners were taken, and more

faid to have been killed and wounded, but the num-

ber is not very accurately afcertained. Seven pieces

of brafs cannon, a ivamber of colours, and all the

ammunition-waggons of the Americans, were taken.

Of the Britifh troops, the killed and wounded amounted
to 213. Among the prifoners was Major-general Baron

sde Kalb, a Pruffian officer in the American ferviee, who
was mortally wounded, having exhibited great gallan-

try in the gSion, and received eleven wounds. The
Britifli troops by which ibis great vitlory was atchiev-

ed did not much exceed 2000, while the American

army is faid to have amounted to 6000, of wliich,.

however, the greateft part was militia.

Lieutenant colonel Tarleton, who had greatly diftin-

^uilhed himfelf in this aflion, was detached the fol-

lowing day, with fome cavalry and light infantry,

amounting to about 350 men, to attack a corps of

Americans under General Sumpter. He executed

this fervice with grent aftivity^ and military addrefs.

He procured good information of Sumpter's move-
ments ; and b) force and concealed marches came up
with and furprifed him in the middle of tlie day on
the 18th, near the Catawba fords. He totally dellroy-

^d or difperfed his detachment, which conGitcd of 700
men, killing 150 on the fpot, and taking two pieces of

^rafs cannon, 300 prifoners, and forty-four waggons.

The news of a viftory at once fo brilliant, and ap-

Z 2 parently
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parenlly fo decifive of the fate of the foutbern coIo-

nies, \vere p.ot received with correfponding emotions
of joy in England. The fpirits of the people had
lately been funk in the contemplation of iome of the

fevereft blows which the Britifh commerce had ever
fultained. Admiral Geary, who, on the death of Sir

Charles Hardy in May, had been appointed to the

command of the channel fleet, having in the beginning

of July taken twelve merchantmen from Port-au-

prince, proceeded foon after to the fouthward, in the

hope of falling in with a detached fquadron of French
and Spanifh fhips, of which he had received fome
intelligence. While he was cruifing with this view
off Cape FiniRerre, a rich and confiderable convoy
for the Eaft and Weft Indies, attended by the Ramil-
lies and two frigates, failed from Portfmouth in the

latter end of July, and were intercepted on the 9th

of Augull by the combined fleets under Don Louis

de Cordova. The Ramillies, with the frigates, and
a few merchantmen, efcaped. All the reft, amount-

ing to more than fifty fail, were taken and carried into

Cadiz. Befides the immenfe value of the merchan-

dde, a number of the Ihips were loaded with naval

and military ftores for the fettlements in their refpec-

live places of deftination. About the fame time, an

account was received of the capture of fourteen fhips

of the outward-bound Quebec-fleet by fome Ame-
rican privateers off the banks of Newfoundland ; and

ihis concurrence of loffes, which, in their nearer or

more remote confequences, affefted all orders of

people, fpread a general gloom throughout the natioo.

Not long after thefe events. Major-general Arnola,

who had engaged fo ardently in the caufe of America,

and who had exhibited fo much bravery in the fup-

port of it, became an apoftaie. Major Andre, adju-

tant general to the Britifli army, was a principal agent

in this tranfa6lion : or, if the overture of joining the

king's troops came firft from Arnold, this gentleman
\vas
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was the perfon employed to concert the affair with

him. More mud have been originally comprehended
in the fchemethan the mere defertion of the American
caufe by Arnold : but, whatever defigns had been
formed for promoting the views of the Britifh govern-

ment, they were frullrated by the apprehending of

Major Andre. He was taken in difguife, after hav-

ing affumed a falfe name, on the 23d of September, by
three American foldiers; to whom he offered confider-

able rewards if they would have fuffered him to efcape,

but without eff'eft. Several papers written by Arnold
were found upon him; and, when Arnold had learned

that Major Andre was feized, he found means to get

on-boarda barge, andtoefcapetooneoftheking'sfliips-.

General Wafhington referred the cafe of Major Andre
to the examination and decifion of a board of gene-
ral officers, confiding of Major-generals Green, Lord
Sterling, Marquis de la Fayette, Baron Stenben, two
other major-generals, and eight brigadier-generals.

Major Andre was examined before them, and the

particulars of his cafe enquired into; and they report-

ed to the American commander in chief. That Mr.
Andre came on-fhore from the Vulture floop of war
in the night, on an interview with General Arnold,
in a private and fecret manner; that he changed his

drefs within the American lines; and, under a feigned
name, and in a difguifed habit, paffed the American
works at Stoney Point and Verplanks Point on the
evening of the 22d of September; that he was taken
on the morning of the 23d at Tarry-town, being then
on his way for New Yorl^; and that, when taken, he
had in his poffeffion feveral papers which contained
intelligence for the enemy. They therefore determin-
ed, that he ought to be confidered as a fpy- from the
enemy ; and that, agreeably to the law and ufage of
nations, he ought to fuffer death. Sir Henry ClintoH,
Lieutenant-general Robertfon, and the late American
general Arnold, all wrote prelTing letters to General

Wafhington



lB2 H I S T O R Y OF THE

V/afhington on the occafion, to prevent the decifion

of the board of general officers from being nut in

force ; but their apphcations were inefFeftual. Major
Andre was hanged at Tappan, in the province of New
York, on the 2d of Ofciober. He met his fate with

great firmnefs; but appeared fomewhat hurt that he
was not allowed a more military death, for which he

had folicited. He was a gentleman of very amiable

qualities, had a tafte for literature and the fine arts,

and poiTeffed many accomplifhments. His death,

therefore, was regretted even by his enemies ; and
the feverity of the determination concerning him was
much exclaimed againft in Great Britain. It was,

however, generally acknow^.edged by impartial per-

fons, tliat there was nothing in the execution of this

unfortunate gentleman but v^'hat was' perfeftly confo-

nant to the rules of v;ar,

Arnold was now made a brigadier-general in the

king's fervice, and publifhed an addrefs to the inha^

bitants .of America, dated from New York, Oftober

7, in which he endeavoured to jurtify his defertion

of their caufe^ He laid, that, when he firft. engaged

jn it, he conceived the rights of his country to be in

danger, and that duty and honour called him to her

defence. A redrefs of grievance was his only aim

and objecl; and therefore he acquiefced unwillingly

m the declaration of independence, becaufe bethought
' h precipitate. Eut what now induced him to defcrt

their caufe was the difguft he had conceived at the

French alliance, and at the refufal of the congrefs to

comply with the lad terms otfered by Great Britain,

which he thought equal to all their expe6;ations and

their wants.

After the defeat of General Gates by Earl Corn-

wallis, that nobleman exerted himfelf to the utmoftin

extending tlve progrefs of the Britifli arms, and with

conliderable effeft. But one enterprife, which was

condutted by Major Fergufon, proved unfuccefsfuK

That
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That officer had taken abundant pains to difcipline

feme of the Tory militia, as they were termed; and
with a party of thefe, and fome Britifh troops, amount-

ing in the whole to about 1400 men, made incurfions

into the country. But on the 7th of 08:ober he was
attacked by a fuperior number of Americans, at a

place called Kings Mountain^ and totally defeated.

One hupidrcd and fifty were killed in the aftion, and
810 made prifoners, of which 150 were wounded.
Fifteen hundred itand of arms alfo fell into the hands
of the Americans, whofe lofs was inconliderable.

On the 3d of September, the Mercury, a congrefs

packet, was taken by the Vellal, Captain Keppel, near

Newfoundland. On board this packet was Mr. Lau-
rens, late prefident of the congrefs, who was bound on
an embalfy to Holland. He had thrown his papers

o.Verboard, but great part of them were recovered
'"

Avithout having received much damage. He was
brought to London, and examined before the privy-

council ; in confequence of which he was committed
clofe prifoner to the Tower on the 6th of October on
a charge of high treafon. His papers were delivered
to the minillry, and contributed to facilitate a rupture
with Holland, as among them was found the (ketch of
a treaty of amity and commerce between the republic
of Holland and the United States of America.

The (lege of Gibraltar continued. The port was
completely blocked up by a fquadron of two 74-gun
(hips, feveral frigates, galleys, &c. A camp was

*

formed on a plain below St. Roch, three miles from
thefortrefs. The garrifon atthisiime confiftedof 5382
men, including officers, with a company of engineers
and artificers; but the greateft expedations were form-
ed from the abilities and valour of General Elliot the
governor. As foon as the breaking off the commu-
nication with Spain indicated approaching hcRilitics,

he took every precaution that could be fuggelled by
military wifdpm; but, though informed of the rupture

bctwi;^t
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betwixt the two courts having aftually taken place,

and though he beheld the hoftile operations of the

enemy, no means were ufed to interrupt them till the

12th of September, when the batteries of Green's
Lodge, Willis, and Queen Charlotte, were opened
for a few hours, with a view to didurb the workmen.

From this time to the beginning of the year 1780
the enemy continued the blockade both by fea and
land, but without doing any damage to the works or
garrifon; and it was not until the 12th of January
that a fingle perfon was wounded. This happened to

be a woman, who, paffing near one of the houfes, was
flightly hurt by a fliot from the enemy. In the mean
time, however, the ufual fupplies of provifions being
cut off, the garrifon began to feel all the horrors of
famine.

Had matters remained long in this flate, it is plain

that the fortrefs, however ftrong, muft have fallen in-

to the hands of the enemy. They were, however,
effeftually relieved in confequence of the viftory

gained by Admiral Rodney over the Spanifli fleet

commanded by Don Juan de Langara. The former

had been furniflied with a ftrong fquadron, in order

to relieve this important fortrefs; with which having

fet fail, he in a few days fell in with a Spanifli fleet

of fixteen tranfports bound from Bilboa to Cadiz, and
laden with provifions and naval (tores, convoyed by
a man of war of 64 guns, four frigates, and two armed
veffels. Of thefe only a fingle tranfport efcaped, the

reft being all captured on the 8th of January, 1780;
and the lofs of then), at the fame time that it promifed

to be very ferviceable to the garrifon, was equally

detrimental to the enemy, who were now in great

want both of provifions and materials for theii* {hip-

ping.

This advantage was foon after followed by a much
greater. On the 16th of the fame month a Spanifh

I'quadron of eleven fail of the line was difcovered

off
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olF Cape St. Vincent; and, the Britifli admiral

having taker! the proper methods to come up with

them as quickly as poffible,.an engagement took plaQe

about four in the afternoon. At this time the heaci-

moft (Iiips of the Britifti Hne clofed in with the nearell

of the enemy, and in half an hour one of the Spaniards,

mounting 70 guns, and having on-board fix hundred

men, blew up, and all on-board perifhed. In two

hours more another Sipanifh fliip of the line was taken;

notwithftanding which the fight continued with great

vigour till two in the morning, when the headmoll
fhip of the enemy (truck to the Sandwich; after which
the firing ceafed. The weather throughout the night

was fo tempelluous that it was with the utmofl diffi-

culty the Britifli could take pofTefiion of thofe fliips

Vf'hich furrendered. Thefe were fix in number, but

two of them drove afhore and were loft, only four

being brought fafe into Gibraltar. Thefe were the

admiral's fhip of 60 guns and [even hundred men,
with three others of 70 guns and fix hundred mei?.

The engagement, however, happened fo near the fliore,

and. the Britifli wer^ fo eager in feeuring the lee-gage

to prevent the enemy's eCcape, that Admiral Rodney's
fliip, together with fome of the largefl in the fleet,

were in great danger of running on the flioals of St.

Lucar; nor could they be got into deep water again
without much labour and the exertion of great naval
fkill. It was the opinion of all wlio were prefent in

the aftion, that had this engagement happened in the

day-time, or had the weather been lefs boifterous, not
one of the Spaniih (liips could haveefcaped; and even
as it was, thofe which got off were fo extremely da-
maged as to be unfit for fervice,.

The news of this important viQory arrived at Gi-
braltar on the evening of the day after it was fought;
and in two days more the garrifon was completely re-

lieved by the arrival of the fleet and convoy, at tlie

iame time that they were farther reinforced by a regi-

"Vol. VII. No. 136. A a niipnt
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rnent of Highlanders, confiding of 1051 men, officeiF^

included. An opportunity was alfo taken of fending

away with the fleet all the invalids and women in the"

garrifon; with whom they fei fail on the 10th of Fe-

bruary, leaving in the bay only the Edgar and Panther

Ihips of the lirK;, with two frigates.

As foon as Sir George Rodney bad feen the fup-

plies lafely landed at Gibraltar, he proceeded to the

Weil Indies, fending home his prizes with the detach-

ment of the channel fleet under Admiral Darby, who,

on his paffage, captured the Prothee, a Fj^ench fhip

pf fixfy-four guns, and three veffels laden with mili-

tary (lores, being part of a convpy bound to the Maii-

ritius in the Eall Indies,

Though the re-infdrcement under Admiral Rodneyj

after his arrival at St. Lucia on the 27th of March,

ilill left the Briiiflr fleet fomewhat inferior in number

to that of tke French at Martinique, yet he foon re-

turned a late menacing vifit from the Count de Gui-

chen, and remained for two days off Fort Royal har-

JDour, endeavouring, but in vain, to provoke the enemy

to an engagement. He then left a fquadron of fwift-

failing veflels to watch their motions, and took back

the reft of his fleet to St. Lucia. Things hung in this

ilate for nearly a fortnight, when intelligence was

brought that the French fleet, confifting of twenty-

three fail of the line and a number of frigates, had put

to fea in the night of the 15th of April. Rodney,

with three fhips lefs, ufed fuch exertions in purfuit of

the enemy, as to come up with them in the morning of

the 17th. At noon he made the fignal for a general

and clofe engagement, fetting himfelf a noble example

to all his ojhcers, by beating three of the enemy's fliips

fucceffively out of the line, and then bearing down
upon the French admiral, whom, though affifted by

two feconds, he fought for an hour and a half with

unremitting fury, till the enemy bore away, whereby

their line of battle was entirely broken in the centre.
'

' The
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The great diftance of the Britifli van and rear, with

the crippled ftate of fome of Rodney's divifion, and

particularly of his own Ihip, after having fingly fuf-

tained fo uneqiial a conflitl, tendered it impoflible to

inake the vi6tory complete by an immediate chace.

His fubiequent exertions to bring the enemy to an

aftion were conltantly eluded by the Count de Gui-'

chen, who firft took, fhelter at Guadaloupe, and after-

vvards regained his former place of fecurity at Fort

Royal, though not without receiving fome fevere

blows in a few partial rencounters. The arrival of a

Spanifh fquadron of twelve fhips of the line, befides

frigates and tranfports with above ten thoufand troops

on-board, feemed togive the count an invincible fiipe-

riorityj and to portend ruin to the Britifl-i pofTeffions,

as well as to the Britifh navy, in thofe feas. The florni

blew over without a fingle exploi"ion. A peflilcntial

diftemper, which broke out among the Spanifh troops,

at firft occafioned fome delay; and a difference of
opinion between the commanders of the allied fleets

prevented their co-operating in any enterprife. After
remaining ina6live for feveral weeks in the bay of
Fort Royal, they all put to fea in the night of the 5th
^f July, and direfted their courfe to St. Domingo.
Here they feparated, Don Solano proceeding with
the Spanifh fleet to the Havannah, and the Count de
Guichen putting in to Cape Francois, where he re-

mained till the homeward-bound trade from the

French iflands had affembled, when, taking it under
his prote6lion, he failed diredly for Europe. Sir

George Rodney, thinking that the count only meant
to convoy the trade to a certain latitude, and then

proceed to the continent of America, failed thither

himfelf with eleven fliips of the line and four frigates,

to be in readinefs to thwart the defigns of his old
enemy in every quarter. Although he found, foon
after his arrival at New York, in September, that this

effort of his zeal for the public fervice might have been

A a 2 difperifed
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difpenfed with, yet, in the end, he had no cadte to

regret tlie trouble which he had taken, as it proved
the means of faving the fquadron under his immediate
command from one of the moil dreadful hurricanes

that had ever fwept the feas or defolated the iflands in

the Well Indies.

On the departure of the Brilifli fleet from GibraL
tar, the blockade was immediately refumed j and,

notwithftanding the ample fupplies lately received, the

garrifon foon began again to experience the inconve-
riency of wanting frefh provifions. It had hitherto-

received the'ein abundance from the coaftofBarbary;
but an unaccountable alteration had now taken place^

^o that the friendfliip of the Emperor of Morocco
was transferred from Great Britain to Spain in a man-
ner totally unprecedented. His partiality towards the

htter was the more furprifing, as Britain had given
no provocation, and the enmity between Spain and
Morocco feeraed to be in a manner conllitutional, and
founded upon fuch caufes as could never ceafe to

operate. Thus, however, the garrifon became daily

more and more diitreffcd, from beine obliged to make
conftant ufe of their lait provifions, and even this

with the ftri^leil economy. The induftry and refo-

lution of the Briiifh feamen and officers, indeed, fome-

times overcame all obflacles, fo that they found means
to procure the neceliary refrefhments ; though in fo

doing they were certainly expofed to the utmofl dan-

ger from the enemy. At the fame time the defence

.

of the garrifon was i'o vigorous, that, while it conti-

nued to be fupplied even in this fcanty manner, the

Spaniards began to lofe all hope of reducing it ; for

which reafon they formed a project of burning all the

Briiifh fiiipping in the bay. The night ap-pointed for

putting this fcheme in execution was the 6th of June,

1780, when ten fire-fhips, favoured by an uncommon
darknefs, ilood over from the Spanifh to the Britifli

iide pf the bay. Their dchgn was to fet fire to the

ftorehoufes
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(lorehoufes nearell the water fide, as well as to the

Ihipping there; but having been too precipitate iiv

firing their fliips, and being received alio by a very

heavy cannonade, the attempt was fruilrated. On
iliis occafion the fldll and intrepidity of the Britifh

feamen was eminently difplayed. Having manned
their boats, they grappled the fire-fhips already in

flames; and, notwithftanding their dreadM appear-

ance and the danger of their exploding, towed theirr

elear of the velTcls under the walls, and extinguiflicd

them.

The failure of thi> proje6l was a grievous difap-

pointmcnt to Don Barcelo the Spaniih admiral, who-

lay ready with his fquadron to intercept the Britifti

veffels that might attempt to efcape; at the fame time

that the batteries on their lines w^ere in readinefs tc^

bombard the town, if the fire-fhips had fucceeded in

caufing any conflagration on-lliore. The failure of

the prefent attempt, however, was foon followed by

other difafters. As foon as they had, with great la-

bour, pufhed forward their new works, and coattru6f*

ed new batteries, they were certainly deilroyed by the

befieged; and their mortification on thefe occafions

was the greater, as it was ufual for the governor to

allow them to complete their woiks before he com-
Qicnced his deftru6live operations. Thus the labour

of many days was often loft in a few hours, and after-

wards was to be refumed with as little profpeQ of

fuccefs as before. The garrifon were now confider-.

ably an:;oyed by the Spanifli gun-boats, to which

indeed the fliipping were equally expofed with thera-

felves. Tl>efe were veCfels from thirty to forty tons,

burden, conilrufted fo that they lay low in the water^

which rendered them difficult to be aimed at. They
had fifteen oars on a fide, carried forty or fifty men>
with a twenty-fix pounder on the prow ; and,' from the

facility of managing them, two were deemed, in calm

weatberj to be a match for a frigate of moderate fize.

All
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All their efforts, however, could ftill do no more thari

to" reduce the garHfdn to great ftraits for want of pfo~

vifions; and to this dreadful inconvenience theBritifli

fubmitted with the greatefi; cheerfulnefs.

The fiege arfd blockade continued till the peace in

1783, the account of which, however, we fhallatonce
bring to a conclufion in this place.

From the time of Admiral Rodney's departure in

February, 1780, to the month of Ofiober, almoft the

only provifions in thegarrifons were fuch as tended to

produce the fcurvy ; which accordingly raged in fuch

.a manner as to threaten the raoft fatal confequertces.

An antitode, however, was happily procured by the

capture of a Danifli dogger from Malaga laden with

lemons and oranges, which the governor immediately

purchafed for the ufe of the garrifon, and diltributed

among them. Till this month the allowance of fait

provifions had continued undiminiflied ; but now it

was judged neceffary to reduce the allowance of bread

and meat, and to make fome other regulations in order

to enforce the ftriBell economy with regard to food*

At laft, on the 12th of April 1781, fupplies were

brought by the Britifh fleet under admirals Darby,

Digby, and Rofs, though they could not be got in

without great difficulty. The gun-boats already-men-

tioned were now much increafed in number and

ftrength of conftru6lion; infelting the bay in fuch a

manner as greatly to interrupt the debarkation of the

ftores. As no veffels of the fame kind had been pre-

pared to oppofe them, they could fcarcely be pre-

vented from effefling their purpofe of burning the

Itore-fliips. With this view they had approached

them every morning in hazy weather to the number
of between twenty and thirty, feveral of them carr}'-

ing mortar pieces ; and, as they ufed both fails and

oars, they eluded all purfuit, by withdrawing on the

rife of a:iy breeze. To keep off thefe troublefome

guefls, feveral ilout frigates were obliged to ftation

themfelves
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tbemfelves along the bay for the proteftion of the

Ihipping ; but even this did not prevent them from
continuing their moleftation j and notwithftanding the

vigilance and activity of the Britifh failors, it was fel-

dom that they could come near enough to do them

any damage.
In fpite of all their endeavours, however, the gar-

rifon was efFe6hjally relieved; an exploit which fo

exceedingly irritated the court of Spain, that they

determined to exert the utmoll force of the kingdom
rather than fail in the execution of their favourite pro-

jeft. The works before the town were therefore

carried on with more vigour than ever, and the moft
tremendous preparations made to caufe the obftinate

garrifon to feel the refentraent of an exafperated

enemy. Their batteries were now mounted with,

guns of the heavieft metal, and with mortar-pieces of
the largeft fize ; the numb'er of the former augmented
to near two hundred, and of the latter to upwards of
eighty, for three weeks this prodigious artillery con-
tinued to pour forth an almoft inceflant fhower of fliot

jand fhells, infomuch that, in the time juft mentioned,
they had confumed one hundred thoufand pounds of
gunpowder, and thrown into the town four or five

thoufand fhot or (hells every twenty-four hours.

By fuch an immenfe bombardment the town was
almoft totally laidin ruins. The inhabitants, com-
puted at more than three thoufand in number, expe-
rienced every difficulty that could arife from the de.
ftruftion of their habitations : feveral of them wer«
i^illed, and all forced to leave the town, and take Ihel-

ter under tents with what accommodation could be
provided for them in fuch fcenes of horror and con-
fufion. Numbers took the opportunity of retiring

with the fleet; while many tb.at remained were now
reduced from a ftate of opulence to the greateft dif-

trefs. The conduft of Governor Elliot was very
humane and compaflionate to fuch as were obliged to

ftay;
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Hay; allowing them a free pafTage to England, and
fupplying them with provifions for the voyage.

During this bombardment, not only the greateft

part of the effefts belonging to the inhabitants were
oleftroyed^ but the fortifications were in "many places

greatly injured ; and the worfl was, that the remainder
were deftroyed by the fo-Idiers, who had arrived at

fuch a pitch of beentioufnefs, that they neither re-

garded nor would obey their officers. They were
incited to this deftru6tive fcheme by the avarice of
fome of the inhabitants, who had hoarded up and con-

cealed a quantity of necelf4ry articles, in order to pro-

cure an advanced price. They now, therefore, kept

no bounds in diffipation, wafte, and extravagance; a

remarkable inftance of which is givfen by Captain

Drinkwater, in their roafting a pig by a fire made of

cinnamon. To put a flop to theie atrocious pro-

ceedings, rigorous meafures were of neceffity adopted;

and it was intima<€d, that any foldicr convifted of

being drunk or afleep upon his port, or found ma-
rauding, fhould be immediately executed.

By the beginning of June 1781, the enemy had re-

laxed confiderably in their firing, feldom exceeding
fix hundred fiiot in a day; and continued gradually

to diminifh this number fo remarkably, that towards

the end of Auguft they feldom fired in the day, and
only difcharged fix or leven, and fometimes not above
three, (hot in the night. The batteries at land, how-

ever, were fucceeded by thegun-boats; which renew-

ed their attacks every day, keeping the garrifon in

continual alarm, and never failing to do more or lefs

execution. To reflrain them, therefore, a battery of
guns capable of throwing their fliot to a great difr

tance was erefted as near as poffible to the enemy

;

and, as it reached their very camp, it was determined

to open it upon them as often as the gun-boats made
their attacks; which being foon perceived, they

tiiought it prudent to defift in fome meafure from that

mode
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mode of hodility. They continued ftill, however,

to improve their works, and for this purpofe employed

the bed engineers both of France and Spain; fo that,

by the latter part of November 1781, they had them
brought to fuch a ftate of perfection as filled both

kingdoms with the molt fanguine expeftations of

fuccefs. Governor Elliot, far from being difmayed

at thefe formidable bulwarks, fuffered them to pro-

ceed without moleftation to the end of their fcheme,

that he might, as in a moment, dedroy the labour of
fo many months, and thus render the difappointment

the greater.

In the night of the 27th of November, a chofen

party of two thoufand men was detached, in order

to deftroy the enemies works and batteries; and their

fuccefs was equal to their moft fanguine expeftation.

They marched out in great order and filence about
two o'clock in the morning, under the command of
Brigadier-general Rofs; after which they proceeded
with the fame circumfpeQ:ion, but with the utmoft

celerity, to the enemy's works, which they ttormed

and overth rew with adoni filing rapidity. The Spaniards

were indantly thrown into confulion, and fled on
every fide; the guns and mortars on the batteries were
all fpiked up; and the artillery-men, artificers, and
failors, exerted themfelves fo vigoroufly, that in the

fpace of an hour the margazines were blown up, the

ftore-houfes of arms, ammunition, and military im-
plements of every kind, and all the works that had
been condru6led, were fet on fire, and totally con-
fumed; the whole damage done on this occafion
being edimated at upwards of two millions derling.

For feveral days after this difader the Spaniards
continued inaftive, without even making any attempt
to extinguidi their batteries, which dill continued in
flames; but in the beginning of December, as if

fuddenly aroufed from their reverie, upwards of one
thoufand men were fet to work in order to prepare a
Vol. VII. No. 137. Bb great
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great number of fafcines, from whence it was conclu«

ded that they defigned to repair their works. In this

they proceeded with their iifual perfeverance and di-

ligence; but, as the former methods of attack had
conilantly failed, it was evident, that, if the place

could be reduced at all, it mu(t be by fome means
hitherto unattempted; and for the reduflion of this

fingle fortrefs, the Spanifh monarch, after the con-

queft of Minorca, determined to employ the whole
ftrength of his empire.

Among the various projeQs formed at this time,

that of the Chevalier d'Arcon, a French engineer of

diftin6iion, proved the mofl; acceptable to the court

of Spain; and, though the expence attending it was

immenfe, this feemcd, in the prefent circumftances,

to be but a matter of fmall confideration. His plan

"was to con(lru£l fuch floating batteries as might neither

be liable to be funk nor fct on fire. With this view

their bottoms were made of the thickefi: timber, and

their fides of wood and cork long foaked in water,

with a layer of wet fand betwixt them. Their thick-

nefs was fuch, that they were impenetrable to cannon

fliot; and to prevent the effefts of red-hot balls, a

number of pipes were contrived to carry water through

every part of the vefTel, and pumps fufficient to fur-

nifh a conftant fupply for the purpofe. The people

at the batteries were fheltered from the bombs by a

rope-netting made floping, that they might roll off,

and fpread with wet fldns to prevent fire. Ten of

thefe batteries were conftruQed out of the bulls of

large vefl'els, fome of fifty or fixty guns, cut down
for that purpofe, and carrying from ten to twenty-

eight guns each, with about half as many in referve

in cafe of accidents. Each gun was ferved by thirty-

fix artillery-men; and thefe floating batteries were to

be feconded by eighty large boats carrying guns and

mortars of heavy metal; a great number of fhips of

force and frigatesj with fome hundreds of fmall craft,

were
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were to accompany them with troops, for the inftant

execution of what might be judged neCefTary.

On this occafion upwards of one thoufand pieces

of artillery and eighty thoufand barrels of gun-pow-

der were provided. A body of twelve thoufand of

the beft troops of France were now added to the

Spanifh army before the place; the body of engi-

neers was the beft that both kingdoms could produce

;

and numbers of volunteers, of the beft families in

both, attended the fiege. Numbers of mihtary gen-

tlemen alfo rame from every part of Europe to be

witneflcs of what pafTed at their celebrated fiege,

which was now compared to the moft famous recorded

in hiftory. The conducing of it was committed to

the Duke de Crillon, who had diftinguiftied himfelf

by the conqueft of Minorca. Two princes of the

blood royal of France, the Count of Artois brother

to the king, and the Duke of Bourbon his coufinj

came to be witnefTes of this extraordinary enterprize.

Thefe behaved with the greateft poliienefs both to

the governor and garrifon. The Count of Artois

tranfmitted a packet of letters for various individuals

in the garrifon, which had been intercepted and car-

ried to Madrid, and which he requefted that he might

be the means of conveying to thofe for whom they

were defigned. Both he and the Duke of Bourboa
fignified to General Elliot the high regard they had

for his perfon and chara8;er; and the Duke de Crillon

himfelf took this opportunity of exprefling the fame
fentiments, and to inireat him to -accept of fome re-

frefiiments. General Elliot returned a polite anfwer,

but accepted of the prefent with relu6lance, and re-

'quefted him for the future not to confer any favours

of that kind upon him.

Such a prodigious armament raifed the confidence

of the befiegers fo high, that they looked upon the

conqueft of the place as an abfohiie certainty. They
begaa to be impatient a,i the delays which arofe in

B b 2 bringing
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bringing matters to the utmoft point of perfe£lion;

and the commander in chief was thought by far too
modelt, when he faid, that the garrifon might hold
out for a fortnight.

As a prelude to the dreadful ftorm which was about
to be poured forth on this devoted garrifon, the

enemy, on the 9th of September 1782, opened a

battery of fixty four of their largeft cannon, which
was fhortly accompanied with a terrible fire from other

batteries, and a great number of mortars. On this

and the following day an attack was made upon tlie

batteries erefted on Europa Point, (fo called from
being the mofl foutherly point of the continent of

Europe,) which at that time were entirely under the

management of Captain Curtis of the Brilliant frigate,

who had diftinguiflied himfelf during the fiege, and
now commanded a brigade of feamen by whom the

batteries were ferved. By thefe the fire of the Spa-

niards was fo warmly returned, that they not only

could make no impreffion, but were forced to retire,

after having r&ceived fo much damage, that two o£

their principal fhips were obliged to withdraw to the

bay of Algcfiras, oppofite to Gibralter, in order to

refit. On the 12th the enemy made preparations for

the enfuing day, which was allotted for their grand

and decifive attack. Accordingly, on the morning

of the 13th, the ten floating baitepies came forward,

under the command of Don Buenventurade Moreno,

a Spanifh officer of great gallantry, and who had

fignalized himfelf at the taking of Minorca. Before

ten o'clock they had all got into their proper ftations,

anchoring in a line about a thoufand yards diftant from

the fliore. As foon as they were properly arranged,

they began a heavy cannonade, and were feconded by

all the cannon and mortars in the enemy's lines and

approaches, at the fame time that the garrifon opened

all its batteries both with hot and cold fhot from the

guns, and fliells from the howitzers and mortars.

This
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This terrible fire continued on both fides without in-

ternfiifiion until noon; when that of the Spaniards

began to flacken, and the fire of the garrifon to ob-

tain a fuperiority. About two o'clock the principal

battering (hip commanded by Don Moreno was ob-

ferved to emit fmoke as if on fire, and ibme men
were feen buly upon the roof fearching from whence
it proceeded. The fire from the garrifon was now
kept up without the leait difconiinuance or dimuni-

lion, while that from the floating batteries was per-

ceived fenfibly to decreafe; fo that about feven in the

evening they fired but few guns, and that only at in-

tervals. At midnight the admiral's fliip was plainly

feen to burn, and an hour after was completely in

flames. Eight more of thefe batteries took fire fuc-

ceflively; and on the fignals of diftrefs made by
(hem, the multitude of feluccas, launches, and boats,

with which they were furrounded, all came to their

aflTiftance, and began to take the men out of the burn-
ing veflels. Captain Curtis, who lay ready with the

gun-boats to take advantage of any favourable circum-
ftance, came upon them at two in the morning, and,

forming a line on the enemy's flank, advanced upon
them with fuch order and expedition as to throw them
into immediate confufion. At this fudden and unex-
pefted attack they were fo aftoniflied and difcojicerted,

that (hey fled precipitately with all their boats, totally-

abandoning their floating batteries to be burnt, ancl

all who were in them to perifh in the flames. This
would undoubtedly have been their fate, had not
Captain Curtis extricated them from the fire at the

imminent danger of his own life and that of his men.
In this work he was fo eager, that, while his boat was
along-fide of one of the largefl: batteries, it blew up,
and, the fragments of the wreck fpreading all around
to a valt diilance, fome heavy pieces of timber fell

into his boat and pierced through its bottom, killing

one man and wounding feveral others. He efcaped

. , with
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with difficulty out of this boat, which was funk, as

well as another, by the fame accident. The floating

batteries were every one confumed; and the violence

with which they exploded was Rich, that doors and
windows at a great diftance on-fhore were burft open.

About four hundred people were faved from them;
"rnany of whom were picked up floating on rafts and
pieces of timber. Indeed the blowing up of the

batteries as the flames reached their powder-rooms,

and the difcharge of the guns in fucceffion as the metal

becatTie heated by the fire, rendered any attempt to

fave th^m very dangerous.

Though this terrible repulfe effeftually convinced

the Spaniards that Gibraltar could not be taken by

force, fome hope flill remained, that, without any

further exertions on their part, the garrifon would be

obliged to furrender from want of ammunition and
provifions. With this view they continued to block-?

ade it clofely, and to cut off" all communication,

flattering themfclves that Britain would not be able to

colletta naval force fufficient to drive their fleet from

the bay before the fortrefs was reduced to extremity;

and this, they imagined, mull be the cafe in a few

days. Such diligence, however, had been ufed on

the part of the Britifh, that a fleet was already affem-

bled at Porifmouth, confifting of thirty-five fail of

the line, in excellent condition, and filled with the

beil officers and failors in Europe. The command
was given to Lord Howe, who was accompanied in the

expedition by Admirals Harrington, Milbank, Hood,
Sir Richard Hughes, and Commodore Hotham, all

of them men eminent in their profeffion.

The progrefs of thefe fliips was delayed by contrary

winds, and it was not until they had gained the fouth-

«rn coaft of Portugal that they received information

of the defeat of the enemy's attempt on the 13th of

September. On the 1 itli of 06lober Lord Howe
entered the Straits, and feveral of the ftore-fhipr

jjieftined
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deftined for Gibraltar came fafe to anchor under the

cannon of the fort i^ithout any moleftation from the

enemy. The combined fleet in the mean time had

been much damaged by a florm; they however put

to fea on the 13th, with a view to prevent the re-

maining ftore-ftiips that had overfhot the bay to the

eafl from making good their entrance into it;*and at

the fame time to rejoin two fliips that had been fepara-

ted from the main body by the Itorm. Having the

advantage of the wind, they bore down upon the

Britifh fleet, which drew up in order of battle to

receive them; but, notwithftanding their fuperiority,

they declined coming to an engagement. On the

wind becoming more favourable next day, Lord Howe
took the opportunity to bring in the florefliips that

were in company; and the day following the remainder

were conveyed to Gibraltar, the troops for the rein-

forcement of the garrifon were landed, with a large

fupply of powder, and ample proviiion in every other

refpetl. As they returned through Straits, they were
threatened with an engagement by the combined
fleets; but, though the latter had a fuperiority of

twelve fliips of the line, they kept at a wary diftance.

Some firing indeed took place, but it was attended

with little efie6ion either fide.

This lafl; relief proved entirely decifive; for though
the blockade continued till news arrived of the pre-

liminaries of peace being figned, in the beginning of
February 1783, no other, attack was made. The
news of the pacification were received with the utmoll
joy by the Spaniards. Mutual civilities palfed be-
tween the commanders in chief, and the Duke de
Crillon paid many handfome compliments to the gover-
nor and garrifon for their noble defence.

To return to the domeftic affairs of the year 1780,—In the beginning of February, a plan was brought
forward by Mr. Burke, for fecuring the independency
of parliament, and introducing economy into the

various
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Various departments of government. This plan,

among other things, propofed the abolition of the

offices of treafurer, comptroller, and cofferer, of

the houfehold; treafurer of the chamber, mafter of

the houfehold, the board of green cloth, with feveral

other places under the fteward of the houfehold; the

great and removing wardrobe, the jewel-office, the

robes, board of works, and the civil branch of the

board of ordnance. Other reformations were alfo

propofed; but though the temper of the times obliged

the minifter to admit the bills, and even to pretend

an approbation of the plan, he meant nothing lefs

than to admit it in its full extent, or indeed in any

part, if it could poffibly be prevented. When the

plan, therefore, which he had approved in general,

came to be particularly conlidered, he was found to

be determined againft every part of it. The general

temper of the people, without doors, however,

feemed now to have affeQed many of the members
of parliament, and made them delert their old (tandard.

An economical plan propofed in the houfe of lords by
the Earl of Shelburne was rejeQed only by a majo-

rity of 101 to 55. This was the ttrongefl oppofition

that bad appeared in that houfe for many years; but in

the lower houfe matters ftill went worle. The firft

propofition in Mr. Burke's plan was to aboliffi the

office of fecretary of itate for the colonies; and the

utmoft efforts of adminiftration could preCerve this

office only by a majority of 208 to 201. The board

of trdtdcvi^saboli/Jiedhy 207 to 198: but this was the

only defeat fultained by minidry at prefent; all the

rell of the plan being rejected excepting only one

claufe, by which it was determined that the offices

of lieutenant and enfign, <&c. belonging to the yeo-

raen of the guards, ffiould not any longer be fold,

|>ut given to officers in the army and navy on half-pay,

and of fifteen years {landing in their refpeftive lines of

fervice.

Thi^
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This ill fuccefs was very mortifying to Mr. Burke,

who had expefted to fave more than a million annually

to the nation. Adminiltration, however, had ftill a

greater defeat to meet with than what they had expe-

rienced in the abolition of the board of trade. The
6th of April was the day appointed for taking into

confideration the numerous petitions, from half the

kingdom of England, already mentioned. They were

introduced by Mr. Dunning; who, in a very elabo-

rate fpeech, fct forth the many attempts that had been

made to introduce reformation and economy into the

plans of government. Thefe had been defeated by
minifterial artifice, or overthrown by mere dint of

numbers: he concluded therefore, and moved as a

refolution of the houfe, " That the influence of the

crown had increaied, was increafing, and ought to be

diminiflied," This motion being carried after a long

and violent debate, he next moved, that the houfe

of commons was as competent to examine into and
correal; abufes in the expenditure of the civil lift as

in any other branch of the public revenue. To this

another was added by Mr. Thomas Pitt, that it was
the duty of the houle to provide an immediate and
eifetlual redrefs of the abufes complained of in the

petitions. The miniftry now requefted that nothing

farther might be done that night: but fuch was the

temper of the houfe, that both thefe motions were
carried without a divifion; after which they were
read a firft and fecond time, and agreed to without a

diviiion.

Miniftry had never received fuch a complete
defeat, nor ever been treated with fo much afperity

of language. The news of the proceedings of this

day were received by the people at large with as much
joy as if the moft complete viftory over a foreign

enemy had been announced. Oppofition, however,
though mafters of the field at prefent, did not imagine
they had obtained any permament vi6tory, and there-
fore refolved to make the moll of the advantages
Vol. VII. No. 137. Cc they



i02 HISTORY or the
they had gained. It was moved by Mr. Dunning at

the next meeting, that to afcertain the independence
of parliament, and remove all fufpicions of its being
under undue influence, there fhould, every feflion,

feven days after the meeting of parliament, be laid

before that houfe an account of all the fums iffued out
of the civil lift, or any other branch of the revenue,
iince the laft recefs, in favour of any of its mem-
bers. Thispaffed with little difficulty; but when he
moved that the treafurers of the chamber and houfe-

bold, the cofferer, comptroller, and mailer of the

Jioufehold, with the clerks of the green cloth, and
their deputies, fliould be excluded from having feats

in the houfe, a warm debate enfued; and the motion
was carried only by 215 againft 313. This was the

laft triumph of the popular party; their next motion,

for the exclufion of revenue officers, being thrown
put by 224 againft 195. A laft effort was made by
Mr. Dunning's propoial of an addrefs to the throne
againft proroguing or diffolvingthe parliament, until

meafures had been taken to prevent the improper in-

fluence complained of in the petitions. On this occa-

fion the debates were long and violent; but the motion
was loft by 254 againft 203. Miniftry would gladly

have fcreened their friends from the vengeance of

oppofition; alleging the latenefs of the hour, it being

then paft midnight. The fpeaker of the houfe, how-
ever, perceiving Mr. Fox about to rife, infifted that

the houfe fhould remain fitting; and thus the defer-

'lersfrom the popular party were condemned to hear

their conduB: fet forth in fuch terms as perhaps were

never applied on any other occafion to members of

the Britifli fenate.

This laft vi61ory of adminiftration confirmed the

difTatisfa^lion and ill opinion which the people had

conceived of the majority of their reprefentatives.

It was in the height of that ill temper which the

condu£l of parliament had created in the multiludgj

that thofe difcontents broke out which were io near

involving
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involving the kingdom in univerfal defolation.

—

The relief granted to the Roman catholics, in the

reffion of 1778, was at the time very generally ap-

proved of throughout England; but in Scotland, the

fpirit of bigotry and fanaticifm immediately took the

alaiTn, and, on the bare fufpicion that a fimilar indul-

gence was to be extended to the papifts in that part of

the kingdom, Edinburgh and Glafgow were filled

^vith tumult: the popifh chapel in the metropolis was

deftroyed ; and the houfes of the principal catholics

were attacked and plundered. Inftead of oppofing

the frantic rabble with firmnefs and fpirit, the lord

provofl ilTued a fingular proclamation, afcribing the

riots to the " apprehenfions, fears, and diftreffed

minds of well-meaning people," and affuring them,
" that no repeal of the penal ftatutes againft papifts

in Scotland would take place."

Encouraged by this pufillanimity, the fpecies of
perfecution was gradually extended to England; and
a fociety was formed in London, which took the

title of the Proteftant Aflbciation, of which Lord
George Gordon, who had rendered himfelf confpi-

cuous in Scotland by his oppofition to the repeal, was
elefted prefident; and it now prepared to aft in a
decifive manner againft the refolutions of the legifla-

ture.

On the 29th of May 1780, the aflbciators held a
meeting in order to fettle in what manner they Ihould
prefent a petition to the houfe of commons againft the
repeal of the penal ftatutes. A lo'ng fpcech was mad?
on this occafion by their prefident, who reprefented
the Roman perfuafion as gaining ground rapidly in
this country; that the only method of ftopping its

progrefs, was to go up with a fpirited remonftrance to

their reprefentatives, and to tell them in plain and
refolute terms that they were determined to preferve
their religious freedom with their lives, &c.
This harangue being received with the loudeft ap-

plaufe, he movedj that the whole body of the afTocia-

C c 2 tion
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tion fliould meet on the 2d day of June in St. George'iJ
Fields, at ten in the morning, to accompa«y him tp
the houfe of commons on the delivery of the petition.

This being unanimoufly affented to, he infornled
them, that if he found himfelf attended by fewer
than 20}000, he would not prefent the petition. He
then direfted they fhould form themfelves into four
divifions; the firft, fecond, and third, to confift of
thofe who belonged to the City, Weftminfter, and
Southwark; the fourth of the Scotch refidents in

London. They were, by way of diftinQion, to wear
blue cockades in their hats.

Three days previous to the prefentation of the peti-

tion, he gave notice of it to the houfe, and acquainted
it with the manner in which it was to be prefented

;

but this was received with as much indifference and
unconcern as all his former intimations.

On the 2d of June, according to appointment,
about 50 or 60,000 men aflembled in St. George's
Fields. They drew up in four feparate divifions, as

had been agreed, and proceeded to the parliament
houfe, with Lord George Gordon at their head. An
immenfe roll of parchment was carried before them,
containing the names of thofe who had figned the

petition, or put their marks. On their way to the

houfe, they behaved with great peaceablenefs and
decency; but as foon as they were arrived, great

difturbances took place. The rioters began by com-
pelling all the members of both houfes they met with,

to put blue pockades in their hats, and call out,

" No Popery." They forced fome to take an oath

that they would vote for the repeal of the popery aft,

as they Ityled it. They treated others with great in-

dignity, polling themfelves in all the avenues to both

houfes; the doors of which they twice endeavoured to

break open.

Their rage was chiefly direfted againfl the members
of the houfe of lords; feveral of whom narrowly efca-

ped with their lives. During thefe difturbances,

Lord
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Lord George Gordon moved for leave to bjing up

the petition. This was readily granted; but when he

propofed it fhould be taken into immediate confidera-

tion, it was llrcnuoufly oppofed by aUnolt the whole

houfe. Enraged at this oppofition, he came out

feveral times to the people during the debates, ac'

quainting them how averfe the houfe appeared to

grant their petition, and naming particularly thofe

who had fpoken again It it.

Several members of the houfe expoftulated with

him in the warmed terms on the unjuftifiablenefs of

his condu6l; and one of his relations, Colonel Gor-
don, threatened to run him through the momcn; any

of the rioters fhould force their entrance into the

houfe. It was fome hours before the houfe could

carry on its deliberations with any regularity, which
was not done till the members were relieved by the

arrival of a party of the guards. Order being re-

ftored, the bufinei's of the petition was refumed;
when Lord George Gordon told them it had been
figned by near 120,000 Britifii Protectant fubje^ts.

He therefore infilled that the petition fhould be con-
fidered without delay. But notv/ithftanding the dan-
gers with which they were menaced, and the proof
which the mover of the petition had given that no
means would be left unemployed to compel them to

grant it, the commons continued immoveable in their

determination. Of 200 members, then prefent in

the houfe, fix only voted for it. In the mean time,

the mob had difperfed itfelf into various parts of the

metropolis, where they demolifhed two Romifh cha-
pels belonging to foreign minifters; and openly vented
the mofl terrible menaces againft all people of that

perfuafion.

On the 4th of June they affembled in great num-
bers in the ealtern parts of London; and attacked the
chapels and houfes of the Roman Catholics in that

quarter, flripping them of their contents, which they

threw
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tbrew into the fticet, and committed to the flame^-
They renewed their outrages on the following day,

deftroying feveral Romifli chapels, and demolifhing
the houfe of Sir George Saville in refentrtient of his

having brought into parliament the bill in favour of
the Roman Catholics.

Next day both houfes met as ufual; but, finding

that no bufinefs could be done, they adjourned to the

During this day and the following^ which were the

6th and 7th of June, the rioters were abfoluie maf-

ters of the metropolis and its environs. Some Of

thofe who had been concerned in the demolition of

the chapels belonging to foreign minifters, having

been feized and fent to Newgate, the mob collefted

before that prifon, and demanded their immediate

releafe. On being refufed, they proceeded to throw

fire-brands and all manner of combuftibles into the

keeper's houfe ; which unhappily communicated the

fire to the whole building; fo that this immenfe pile

was foon in flames. In this fcene of confufion the

prifoners were all releafed. They amounted to about

30c; among whom feveral were under fentence of

death. They fet fire, in the fame manner, to the

King's-bench and Fleet prifons, and to a number of

houles belonging to Roman Catholics. The terror

occafioned by thefe incendiaries was fuch, that mod
people hung out of their windows pieces of blue filk,

which was the colour afllimed by the rioters; and

chalked on their doors and fliutters the words, " No
Popery," by way of fignifying they were friendly to

their caufe.

The night of the 7th of June concluded thefe hor-

rors. No lefs than thirty-iix different conflagration*

-were counted at the fame time. The Bank had been

threatened, and was twice affailed; but happily was

too well guarded for their attempts. In the evening,

large bodies of troops arrived from all parts, and

came
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came in time to put a flop to the progrefs of the

rioters. They fell upon them every where, and many
were flain and wounded, befides the numbers that

perifhed through intoxication. It was not until the

afternoon of the 8th, that people began to recover

from their confternation. During great part of the

day, the diforders of the preceding night had created

fo terrible an alarm, that the fhops were almoll uni-

verfally fliut up over all London. The melancholy

effe6ls of mifguided zeal were not, however, confined

folely to London. The outrageous difpofition of

thie populace was preparing to aft the like horrid fcenes

in other parts of England. The mob rofe in Hull,

Brillol, and Bath; but through the timely interpofi-

tion of the magiflracy, tbefe places were faved from

their fury.

On the fubfiding of this violent and unexpefted
commotion, it was thought proper to fecure Lord
George Gordon. He was arrefled, and committed
clofe prifoner to the Tower, after having undergone
a long examination before the principal lords of the

council. He was after tried for high treafon, and ac-

quitted.

The members of the houfe of commons began to

aflemble early on the 8th of June; but upon the

fpeaker's pointing out to fuch as were prefent the im-
poffibility of exercifing their legiflative funftions,

while the city of Weltminfter was under martial law,

they adjourned to the 19th, as the lords had done two
days before. The meeting of both houfes, after this

compelled recefs, was opened by his majefty with a

very judicious fpeech, lamenting the neceffity which
bad obliged him, by every tie of duty and affection

to his people, to employ the force entrufted to him
for the fupprefTion of thofe aftsof felony and treafon,

which had overborne all civil authority, and threat-

ened the immediate fubverfion of the legal power, the

<;ieflru61.ion of" all property, and the confufion of every

order
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order in the ftate. Addrefles of thanks were voted

in reply to this fpeech, without a fingle negative in

either houfe. The various petitions were now taken

into confideration that had been prefented for the re-

peal of the aft which had occafioned the riots; but

the houfe continued in the fame mind. It was deter-

mined that no repeal of the a6l in favour of the Roman
catholics fliould take place, as the grievances faid to

arife from it were imaginary : but the committee agreed

fo feveral refolutions, tending to fet the conduft of

parliament in a fair light, and to undeceive the ill-

informed yet well-meaning part of the petitioners

againft that acl. A bill was alfo carried through the

lower houfe to reftrain papifts from taking upon them

the education of proteftant children; butmanyof the

lords thinking it derogatory from their dignity and
independence to have any bill forced upon them by

popular outrage, or^paiTed through a weak compliance

with abfurd prejudices, threw out the bill.

As fome good is often oblerved to arife out of the

grcateft evils, fo government derived at this time no

iinall increafe of power and ftabiJity from thofe very

riots, which aimed at nothing Icfs than its total fubver-

fion. The nation could not have received a more
feafonable warning of the dreadful exceffes, inio

\vhich popular affociations for any reform or pretend-

ed redrefs of grievances are too apt to lead; and the

fienzy of the fanatics fervcd to fhew how eaGly the

paflions of ignorant men may be inflamed by the molt

frivolous and imaginary caufes of complaint. The
pumberlels difcontents, which the artifice of faftion

had been very fuccefsful in exciting, appeared now

to be equally unfounded; and the ftrongell proof of

this was, that the very year, in which they broke out

with fo much violence, had been hitherto marked with

iinufLial plenty at home, and the mofl brilliant fuc-

cefles abroad.

While the Britifli were making the moll vigorous

effort :^
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efforts, and even in the main getting the better of the

powers who oppofed them fairly in the field, enemies

Were raifed up throughout all Europe, who, by rea-

fon of their afting indireBly, could neither be oppo-

fed nor refilled. The power which mofl openly mani-

fefted its hoftile intentions was Holland; but befides

this, a mofl formidable confederacy, under the title

of the armed ?ieutrality, was formed, evidently with

a defign to crufh the power of Great Britain. Of
this confederacy the Emprefs of RufTia declared her-

felf the head; and her plan was intimated as early as

the 26th of February 1780, in a declaration addreffed

to the courts of London, Verfailles, and Madrid. The
grand principle of this fcheme was, that a free fhip

lliould make free goods, or, in other words, that

a neutral fhip, although loaded with a cargo belong-

ing to one of the powers at war; fhould pafs as free

and unmolefted as in time of peace.

The memorial of the Emprefs of RufTia, though

very unfavourable to the views of Great Britain, re-

ceived a civil anfwer from that court: but by other

powers it was received, as it might naturally be expeft-

cd, with much more cordiality. In the anfwer of the

king of France it was faid, "what her imperial ma-
jefly claimed from the belligerent powers was nothing

elfe than the rules prefcribed to the French navy;

the execution whereof was maintained with an exa£l-

nefs known and applauded by all Europe." The
Kings of Sweden and Denmark alfo formally acceded

to the armed neutrality propofed by the Emprefs of

RufTia, and declared their perfeft approbation of her

fentiments. The States general did the fame: but, on
account of that flownefs of deliberation which pre-

vails in the councils of the republic, it was not till

towards the clofe of the year that iheir concurrence

was notified to the court of Ruffia. It was refolved

by the powers engaged in this armed neutrality to make
a common caufeof iteit feaagainft any of the bellige*

Vol. VII. No. 137. Dd ' rent
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rent powers who fhould violate, with refpeft to neu-

tral nations, the principles which had been laid dowo
in the memorial of the Emprefs of Ruffia.

Though the Britifii miniftry could not openly en-

gage in war with all the other powers of Europe, they

determined to take fevere vengeance on the Dutch,

w'hofe ingratitude and perfidy now became a general

fubje6l of fpeculation. Ever fince the commence-
ment of hoftilities with the Americans, the Dutch had

fhown much partiality towards them. This continued

to be the cafe, even beyond what the natural avidity

of amercanlile people could be fuppofed to produce:

they not only fupplied them with merchandife, but

with warlike ftores. After the interference of France

and Spain in the quarrel, the felfifli and treacherous

conduft of the Dutch became Itill more evident.

Their ports were open to the rebellious fubjefts as

well as to the inveterate enemies of Great Britain;

and the vaft profits of a contraband trade made them

regardlefs of every confideration of honour and friend-

fhip. Various remonilrances were made on this head

by the Britifh ambaffador at the Hague, but without

efFea.

One of the fubjcBs of complaint deferves particular

notice. An encounter took place in the month of

September, 1779? between Captain Pearfon of the

Sej-apis man of war, accompanied by the Scarborough

frigate, having under their convoy the trade from the

Baltic, and Paul Jones, the commander. of an Ame-
rican fquadron, which had for fome time before in

-

felled the Britifli feas. After a very fierce and bloody

a6lion, during which the convoy had full time to

efcape, the Serapis and Scarborough were taken and

carried to the Texel. On this a very ftrong memorial

was prefented to the States General by Sir Jofeph

Yorke, claiming thofe fliips and their crews, as hav-

in<y been captured by "a rebel fubjed and a criminal

of the date." Their High MightincfTes replied,

.
« thai
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" that tliey were not authorifed to pafs judgment on
thofe prizes or on the perfon of Paul Jones." The
breach between both countries grew wider and wider

every day. About three months after the former

event, Commodore Fielding fell in with a fleet of
Dutch merchant fhips, convoyed by a fmall fquadron

of men of war under Count Byland ; and defiring per-

miffion to vifit the merchant fliips, in order to afcer-

tain whether they contained any contraband goods,

was peremptorily refufed by the Dutch admiral. On
this, he fired a fhot a-head of the count, who returned

a broadfide: Commodore Fielding did the fame; and
then the Dutch immediately ftruck. their colours. In
the mean time the greateM part of the convoy bore
away to the coaft of France; but fuch of them as

remained, and.had naval ftores on-board, were flopped,

and the Dutch admiral was informed that he was at

liberty to hoift his colours and profecute his voyage.

But he refufed to quit his convoy, and accompanied
the commodore to Portfmouth. It is no wonder, that

the demand of redrefs made by the ftates, after fo

flagrant a breach of the law of nations on their part,

Ihould be treated with contempt by the Britifli court.

But, on the 17th of April following, his majeftypub-
Hfhed a declaration, ftating " that repeated memorials
having been prefented by his ambaflador to the States

.

General, demanding the fuccours ftipulated by treaty,

to which requifition they had given no anfwer, nor fig-

nified any intention of compliance, his majefty con-
fidered their High MightinefTes as having deferted

the alliance that had fo long fubfifted between Great
Britain and the, republic ; and his majefty from that

time fufpended, provifionally, all the ftipulations of
the feveral exifting treaties, particularly. of the marine
treaty of 1674." The immediate defign of fuch ex-
plicit language was to convince the ftates of the de-

termined fpirit of the Britifti cabinet, and to prevent
them, if poflSblej from acceding to the late confede-

D d 2 racy
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racy of Ruffia, Denmark, and Sweden, the real obje£1;

of which, under the ihow of protefting the freedom of

commerce, was to render legitimate the moft fraudu-

lent intercourfe between neutral powers and thofe at

•war. But the Dutch, equally unprepared foV hofti-

lities on the one hand, and unwilling on the other

to forego the advantages of a gainful, though perfi-

dious and illicit trade, had recourfe, as ufual, to pro-

craftination and delay, till matters v;ere brought to an
iffue by the incident of the Mercury congrefs packet

being taken by the Veftal, with Mr. Laurens on-board,

as mentioned, p. 183. His papers were found to con-

tain the fketch of a treaty of amity and commerce
between the republic of Holland and the ftates of

America, fome articles of which had been provifion-

ally agreed to and figned two years before at Aix-la-

Chapelle by William Lee, formerly an alderman of
London, but then an agent for congrefs, and John dc
Neufville, a merchant of Amfterdam, a6ing under
powers delegtited to him by the grand penfionary of

that city. Thefe papers were immediately tranfmitted

to the Britifh ambaflador at the Hague, who was in-

llru6led to prefent a memorial to the States Qeneral,

requiring them to difavow the proceedings of the

grand penfionary and his accomplices, and to inflict

upon them a punifliment fuitable to the magnitude of

their offences: he was farther enjoined to declare,

fhat, if fatisfaQion in thefe re fpefts fliould be either

refufed or delayed, the States General would be cpri-

lidered as making themfelves parties to the injury, and

fuch meafures be purfued as the law of nations autho-

rifed for compelling a reparation of the wrong. The
memorial was accordingly prefented ; and no fatis-

faftorv anfwer being returned by the States General

•within the time expefted. Sir Jofcph Yorke was re-

called, and on the 20th of December, 1780, letters of

reprifal were ordered to be ifluedagainfl the Dutch.

As the commencement of hoftilities againft the

Dutch



WARS OF ENGLAND. 213

Dutch had taken place during the Chriftmas recefs,

il did not become a fubjeft of debate in the great

council of the nation till the 25th of January. Par-

liament had been dilfolved on the ift of September,

and a new one convened the 31ft of October ; but

nothing worthy of notice had paffed in either houfe

before the holidays, except the eleftion of a fpeaker

of the commons, in which the ftrength of the oppofi-

tion was vainly exerted for the re-appointment of Sir

Fletcher Norton, there being only 134 voices in his

favour, againft 203 who voted for Mr. Cornwall.

The royal meflage on the indifpenfible neceffity of the

war with tjie Dutch gave rife to long and angry, but

unjnterelting, difcuflions.

The accounts from the Ealt Indies were very per-

plexing. A fpirit of intrigue and conqueft, of rapa-

city and ambitior,, feemed to have pervaded the whole
fyftem of Britifh government in that part of the world,

and to have at length provoked a moft formidable

confederacy of the pative powers. While a part of
the company's forces were engaged on one fide in

hoftilities with the Mahrattas, Hyder Ally, on the

other, broke into the C^rnatic with a vaft army in the

month of July 1780, and committed the moft dread-

ful ravages. On the 10th of September, he fur-

rounded a large body of troops*under Colonel Bail-

lie, who were entirely cu^ to pieces, or made prifo-

pers. He then attacked and made himfelf matter of
Arcot ; and fcarcely did the government of Madras
believe itfelf to be in fafety, when Sir Eyre Cootc
arrived to take the command of the forces on the
coaft of Coromandel, and by the moft extraordinary
efforts ftopped Hyder's career, and defeated him in

feveral engagements, in which, to ufe the gallant ve-
teran's own words, " every nerve was exerted to the
very extent of poffibility." The firft intelligence of
thofe unexpeded convulfiofls in the Eaft occafioned
the appointment of a fecret committee of the houfe

of
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of commons to inquire into the caufes of the Mah-
ratta war, and. that in the Carnatic. Their reports on
ihe fubjeQ afterwards engaged no fmall (hare of public
notice, but did not produce any efFe8;ual cOrreftion

of the evil. A bill had likewife been brought in,

and was pafTed at the clofe of the feffion, for re-

flraining the arbitrary encroachments of the fupreme
court of judicature in Bengal ; and another, by which
the company were, for a limited term, continued in

the enjoyment of their prefent privileges, with a claufe

compelling them to pay about 400,000!. to the public,

in aid of fupply, and as a juft participation in their

revenues and profits.

The military hiftory of the prefent year was mark-
ed in its commencement by a fecond attempt of the

French upon the ifland of Jerfey. The Baron de
Rullecourt, who had been next in command to Count
NaOiiu in the former attack, landed with about 800
men at a place called the Violet Bank in the night of

the 15th of January; and, to the aftonifhment of the

inhabitants, when the day began to dawn, the market-

place of St. Helier was found occupied by French

troops. The houfe of Major Corbet, the lieutenant-

governor, being entirely furrounded, he was fo far

intimidated as to fign articles of capitulation. But

when Elizabeth Caftle was fummoned, Captain Ayl-

ward, the commander, far from paying the leaft re-

gard to the afts of the governor in his prefent ftaie of

durance, fired upon the French and obliged them to

retreat; and Major Pierfon, a young and gallant

officer, fecond in command, having affembled the

regular troops and militia of the ifland on the heights

near the town, attacked the enemy with the greateft

refolution. Baron Rullecourt being at the commence-

ment of the aflion mortally wounded, the French troops

in lefs than half an hour laid down their arms, and

furrendered themfelves prifoners of war. Unfortu-

= nately almoll the lall Ihot previous to the furrender

proved
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proved fatal 10 Major Pierfon, in whofe conduct,

during the whole oF this tranfa^tion, difcretion and

valour had been equally confpicuous.

Early information ot the rupture with Holland hav-

ing been tranfmitted to the Well Indies, Admiral Rod-

ney, who had returned to that ftation from New York,

and General Vaughan, appeared with a confiderable

force, in the beginning of February, 1781, before the

iflpnd of St. Euftatia, that famous depofit of wealth

and mart of traffic. This ifland, though not twenty

miles in circumference, abounded at that time w-iih

riches, by reafon of the vait conflux of trade from

every other ifland in thefe feas. Being a free port, it

was open to all the fubjefts of the belligerent pcnvers;

and thus a communication was eftablifhed among
them, through which they were enabled to carry on a

commercial correfpondence, which greatly mitigated

the inconveniences of war. The greated benefit, how-

ever, was reaped by the Dutch ; who, by tranfading

all trading bulinefs for other nations, were thus en-

trufted with numberlefs commifTions, and likewife en-

joyed vaft profits from the fale of the merchandizes

10 which they were intitled. At the time the attack

M'as made upon them, they were fo little under any

apprehenfions of fuch an event, that their warehoufes

were not fufficient to contain the quantity of commer-
cial articles imported for fale, and the beach and ftreets

were covered with hogfheads of tobacco and fugar.

In this fituation, Admiral Rodney fuddenly appeared

before the ifland with fuch an armament of fea and
land forces, as in its defencelefs 'fituation was not only

ufelefs but ridiculous. The governor, De Graaf,

could fcarcely credit the officer who fummoned him
to furrender; but being convinced how matters flood,

the only pofTible ftep was taken, namely, to furrender

the whole ifland, and every thing in it, at difcretion.

The immenfe property of the ifland was declared to

be confifcated. with a degree o^ indifcriminate rigour,

which
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which the paft treachery of the Dutch could hardly

juftify* The value of the commodities thus feized

was eftimated at four millions fterling. A Dutch fri-

gate of ihiny-fix guns, five others of inferior forccj

and more than two hundred fail of merchantmen, were
taken in the bay; and a fleet of thirty fhips richly

laden, which had failed for Holland two days before,

were purfued and brought back, with a man of war
that convoyed them, under the command of Admiral

Byland, who loft his life in a vain effort of refiftance.

This capture became afterwards a fubjeft of difcuf-

fion in parliament, where the condu£l of the Britifh

commanders was feverely fcrutinized by Mr, Burke.

The admiral and general made their defence in per-

fon : but the minority at that time were far from being

fatisfied; and it was fuppofed that on the change of

miniltry a rigid inquiry would have been fet on foot,

had not the fplendor of Admiral Rodney's viftory over

De Graffe put an end to all thoughts of that nature.

The neighbouring fmall iflands of St. Martin and

Saba were reduced in a fimilar manner; and, nearly

about the fame time, the Dutch fettlements of Deme-
rary, Iffequibo, and Berbicia, on the fouthern main,

made a tender of fubmiffion to the governor of Bar-

badoes, the rivers leading to the two former having

been boldly entered, and all the veffels feized, by a

fquadron of privateers from Briftol. The deputies

from thofe fettlements were referred to Admiral Rod-
ney and General Vaughan, who thought them deferv-

ing of more lenity than the people of St. Euftatia, and

fecured to them the full pofTeffion of their civil go-

vernment and private property.

While the Britifti commanders were detained in ad-

jufting the concerns of their new acquifition, a French

fleet under the Count de Grafle, after a partial en-

gagement with Admiral Hood, whom Rodney had de-

tached to intercept it, fleered its courfe to the ifland

of Tobago, on which the Marquis de Bouille made
an
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an immediate defcent. The governor, Mr. Fergufon,

made a gallant reliftance ; but was at laft obliged to

furrender, as no profpeft of fflccours appeared. On
his return to England, he complainly loudly that the

ifland had been unneceflarily loft. Admiral Rodney
had fent Rear-admiral Drake with fix fail of the line,

three frigates, and fome troops, to the affiftanceof the

ifland; but they were fent too late, and the ifland had

capitulated before any relief was afforded it. In a

letter of Admiral Rodney, which was publiflied in the

Gazette, fome furprife was expreffed, that the place

had furrendered fo foon : upon which Governor Fer-

gufon publiflied an account of the fiege, figned with

his name, in all the London papers, in which he re-

criminated on the admiral. The governor's narrative

was fo perfpicuous, fo apparently fatisfaftory, and his

'charge againft the admiral fo ftrong, that it was thought

incumbent on the latter to vindicate his condu6l : but

no anfwer to the governor's accufation ever appeared.

Admiral Rodney was baffled in all his attempts, dur-

ing the remainder of the fummer, to bring the enemy
to a general engagement. * Other mortifying circum-

Itances foon concurred to render the conqueft of St.

Euftatia an objeB; rather of vexation than of triumph;

It feemed as if the fpoil of that ifland had been fub-

je£t to fome fatality, which was to deprive the nation,

as well as the captors, of its benefit. A rich conyoyj
freighted with the moft valuable commodities taken
there, was intercepted on its way to England by a
French fquadron; and the ifland i.tfelf, with its litde

dependencies, St. Martin's and Saba, were re-con-

quered in November by a fmall force under the Mar-
quis de Bouille, which happened as follows; St. Euf-*

tatius is naturally of fuch difficult accefs, that it is

almoft impoffible for an enemy to effeft a landing if

proper care is taken by thofe who are in poffefl^on of
it. This very circumftance proved the ruin of the
nev/ poflefTors. The Britifh, fecure in their inaccef-

VoL. VII. No. 137. Ee fibie



2l8 H 1 S T O R Y OF THE
fible fituation, conduced themfelves in fuch a man-
ner as induced the Marquis de Bouilie to make an
attempt to regain it. Having failed from Martinico
at the head of 2000 men, he arrived, on the 26th of
November 1781, off one of the landing places of the

ifland, which was deemed fo inacceffible that it had
been left without a guard. With much lofs and dif-

ficulty, however, he landed here with four or five

hundred of his people during the night. The appear-
ance of day put an end to his landing any more; and
he now faw himfelf obliged either to relinquifli the

enterprife or to attack the garrifon, which was almoft

double the number of thofe he had on the ifiand. He
chofe the latter; and was favoured in his enterprife

by the extreme negligence of his antagonifts. A dif-

ficult pafs, which a few men might have occupied
with fuccefs againll a great number, was left unguard-
ed ; this the marquis fecured in time, and thenpufhed
forward with the utmoft expedition. The Britifh,

mifiaking a body of Irifli troops which attended the

French commander for their own comrades, fuffered

them to approach without thinking of oppofing them.

They were then exercifing on the parade; but were
foon made fenfible of their fatal miftake by a clofe

difcharge from their fuppofed friends, by which many
were killed and wounded. The furprife occafioned

hy this fudden attack was fo great, that no refiftance

could be made ; efpecially as their commanding offi-

cer, Colonel Cockburn, who happened at that inltant^

to come upon the parade, was made prifoner. A'

number of them, however, haltened to the fort with a

., view of making head againll the eneiny; but the French

had already taken pofl'effion of the gate, and prevent-

ed the draw-bridge from being raifed. They entered

the fort; which, being furrendered by thofe who had

taken Iheker in it, the rell of the garrifon, difperfed

in various places, and imagining the number of the

enemy to be much greater than it really wasj fubmit-

led
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ted without any oppofition. The French commander
took this opportunity of (howing his difmtereftednefs

in pecuniary matters. Among the fpoils that fell into

his hands, a large fum of money was claimed by the

Britilli commanding officer as being his private pro-

perty, and it was generoufly reftored to him ; in like

manner the property of the Dutch inhabitants was

referved to them, and nothing was allowed to be feiz-

ed but the produce arifing from the fale of prizes that

had been taken by the Englifh when they captured the

ifland.

In America, at the beginning of the year 1781, an

affair happened from which expectations were formed
by Sir Henry Clinton, that fome confiderable advan-

tage might be derived to the royal caufe. The long

continuance of the war, and the difficulties under

which the congrefs laboured, had prevented their

troops from being properly fupplied with neceflarics

and conveniences. In confequence of this, on the jft

of January, the American troops that were hutted at

Morris-town, and who formed what was called the

Pennfylvanian Ime, turned out, being in number about

1300, and declared that they would ferve no longer

unlefs their grievances were rcdreffed, as they had
not received their pay, nor been fnrniflied with the

neceflary clothing or provifions. It is faid they were
fomewhat inflamed with liquor, in confequence of
rum having been diftributed to them more liberally

than ufual, New-year's day being confidered as a kind
offeftival, A riot enfued, in which an officer was
killed, and four wounded; five or fij{ of the infur-

gems were alfo wounded. They then colle6led the

artillery, ftores, provifions, and waggons, and marched
out of the camp. They pafTed by the quarters of Ge-
neral Wayne, who fent a meffage to them, requeuing
them to defift, or the confequences would prove fatal.

They refufed, and proceeded on their march till the
evening, when they took pofl: on an advantageous
piece of ground, and elefted officers from amono-

E e 2 themfelves.
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themfelves. On the fecond, they marched to Middle-

brook, and on the third to Prince-town, where they

fixed their quarters. On that day a flag of truce was

fent to them from the officers of the American camp,

with a meflage, defiring to know what were their in-

tentions. Some of them anfwered, that they had al-

ready ferved longer than the time for which they were

enlifted, and would ferve no longer; and others, that

they would not return unlefs their grievances were

redrefl'ed. But at the fame time they repeatedly, and

in the ftrongeil terms, denied being influenced by the

leafl. difaffetlion to the American caufe, or having

any intention of deferting to the enemy.

Intelligence of diis tranfaftion was foon conveyed

to New York. A large body of Britifh troops were

immediately ordered to hold themfelves in readinefs

to move OQ the fliortefl; notice, it being hoped that

the American revolters might be induced to join the

royal army. Mcflengers were alfo fent to them from

General Clinton, acquainting them that they fl:iould

direclly be taken under the proteBion of the Britifh

p-overnment; that they fliould have a free pardon for

all former offences ; and that the pay due to them from

the congrefs Ihould be faithfully paid them, without

any expettation of military fervice, unlefs it fhould

be voluntary, upon condition of their laying down
their arms ar^d returning to their allegiance. It was

alfo recommended to them to move beyond the South

River: and they were affured, that a body of the

Britifii troops fliould be ready to proteft them when-

ever they delired it. Thefe propofitions were rejeft-

ed with difdain; and they even delivered up two of

Sir Henry Clinton's meflengers to the congrefs. Jo-
feph Reed, Efq. prefidentof the flate of JPennfylvania,

afterwards repaired to them at Prince-town, and an

accommodation took place; fuch of them as had lerved

out their full term, were permitted to return to their

hpmesj and others again Joined the American army,

ypori.
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upon receiving fatisfa6\ory aflurances that their griev-

ances (liould be redreffed.

Earl Cornwallis now made vigorous preparations

to pene.vTite into North Carolina. On the nth of

January his lordfhip's army was in motion ; but was

Ibmevvrhat delayed by an attempt made by the Ame-
ricans, under General Morgan, to make them{elves

mailers of the valuable diltrid of Ninety-fix. To
prevent this, Lord Cornwallis detached Colonel Tarle-

ton, with 300 cavalry, 3C0 light infantry, the feventh

regiment, the firll battalion of the ieventy-firft regi-

ment, and two three-pounders, to oppofe the progrefs

of Morgan, not doubting but that he would be able

to perform this I'ervice efFeftualiy. The Britifli troops

came up with the Americans on the 17th of January,

at a place called the Cozu-pens. They were drawn up
in an open wood, and, having been lately joined by
fome militia, were more numerous than the Britifh ;

but the latter were fo much better difciplincd, that

they had the utmoft confidence of obtaining a fpeedy

vi6lory. The attack was begun by the firit line of
infantry, confifting of the feventh regiment and a corps

of light infantry, with a troop of cavalry placed on
each flank. The firft battalion of the feventy-firft

and the remainder of the cavalry formed the referve.

The American line foon gave way, and their militia

quitted the field; upon which the royal troops, fup-

pofing the viftory already gained, engaged with ar-

dour in the purfuit, and were thereby thrown into

fome diforder. General Morgan's corps, who were
fuppofed to have been routed, immediately faced
about, and began a heavy fire upon the king's troops,

which occafioned the utmolt confufion amongft them;
and they were at length totally defeated by the Ame-
ricans. Four hundred of the Britilh infantry were
either killed, wounded, or taken prifoners : the lofs of
the cavalry was much lefs confiderable; but the two
ihree-pounders fell into the hands of the Americans,

^ together
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together with the colours of the feventh regiment.

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton gallantly made another

effort; having affembled about fifty of his cavalry,

with which he charged and repulfed Colonel Wafli.
ington's horle, retook his baggage, and killed the

Americans who were appointed to guard it. He then

retreated to Hamilton's Ford, near the mouth of

Bullock's Creek, carrying with him part of the bag-

gage, and deftroying the remainder.

This defeat was a fevere flroke to Lord Cornwallis,

as the lofs of his light infantry was a great dif'advan-

tage to him. The day after that event, he employed
in colleQing the remains of Tarleton's corps, and in

endeavouring to form a junftion with General Leflie,

who had been ordered to march towards him with fome
Britifli troops from Wynnefborough. Confiderable

exertions were then made by part of the army, with-

out baggage, to retake the prifoners in the hands of

the Americans, and to intercept General Morgan's

corps on its retreat to the Catawba. But that officer

had made forced marches up the country, and crof-

fed the Catawba the evening before a great rain,

which fwelled the river to fuch a degree, as to pre-

vent the royal army from croffing for feveral days ;

by which time the Britifh prifoners were got quite out

of reach.

On the farft of February, the king's troops crofTed

the Catabaw at M'Cowan's Ford, where General

Davidfon, with a party of the American militia, was

ordered to oppofe their palfage; but, that officer being

killed by the firfl difcharge, the royal troops made
good their landing, and the militia retreated. When
Lord Cornwallis arrived at Hillfborough, he erefted

the king's liandard, and invited, by proclamation,

all loyal fubjefts to repair to it, and to fland forth and

take an a£live part in affifling his lordfhip to reflorc

otder and government. He had been taught to bcr

licve that the king's friends were numerous in that

part
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part of the country: but the event did not confirm

the truth of the reprefentations that had been made.
The royaUds were but few in number, and fome of

them too timid to join the king's ftandard. There were,

indeed, about 200 who were proceeding to Hillfbo-

rough, under Colonel Pyle, in order to avow their

attachment to the royal caufe; but they were met ac-

cidentally, and furrounded, by a detachment from
the American army, by whom a number of them arc

faid to have been killed when they were begging for

quarter, without making the leaft refiltance. Mean-
while General Greene was marching with great expe-

dition to form a junftion with another corps of Ame-
rican troops, in order to put a ftop to the progrefs of
Lord Cornwallis.

In other places confiderable advantages were ob-
tained by the royal arms. On the 4ih of January,
fome fliips of war, with a number of tranfports, on-
board which was a large body of troops under the

command of General Arnold, arrived at Weftover,
about 140 miles from the Capes of Virginia, where
the troops immediately landed and marched to Rich-
mond; which they reached without oppofition, the
provincials having retreated on their approach. Lieu-
tenant-colonel Simcoe marched from hence with a
detachment of the Britilh troops at Weftham, where
he deftroyed one of the fined founderies for cannon
in America, and a large quantity of Itores and am-
munition. General Arnold, on his arrival at Rich-
mond, found large quantities of ,fait, rum, fail-cloth,

tobacco, and other merchandife; and that part which
was pubhc property he deftroyed. The Britifh troops
afterwards attacked and difperfed fome fmall parties

of the Americans, took fome (tores, and a few pieces
of cannon; and, on the 2Cth of the fame month,
marched into Portfmouth. On the 25th, Captain
Barclay, with feveral fhipsof war,and a body of troops
under the command of Major Craig, arrived in Cape

Fear
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Fear river. The troops landed about nine miles from
Wilmington, and on the 28th entered that town. It

was underftood, that their having polTeffion of that

town, and being mafters of Cape Fear river, would
be productive of very beneficial effe6ts to Lord Corn-
wallis's army.

General Greene, having effefted a jun61ion, about
the 10th of March, with a continental regiment, and
two large bodies of militia, refolved to attack the Bri-

tifh troops under Lord Cornwallis. The American
army marched fronri the High Rock Ford on the 12th

of the month, and on the 14th arrived at Guildford.

Lord Cornwallis, from the irrformation he had received
of the motions of the American general, concluded
what vv ere his deGgns. As they approached more nearly

to each other, a few {ls.irmi{hes enfued between fome
advanced parties, in which the king's troops had the

advantage. On the morning of the 15th, Lord Corn-
wallis marched at day-break to meet the Americans,

or to attack them in their camp. About four miles

from Guildford, the advanced guard of the Britifb

aiTny, commanded by Colonel Tarleton, fell in with

a corps of the Americans, confifting of Colonel Lee's

legion, v.'hich he defeated.

The greater part of the country in which the aQion

happened is a wildernefs, with a few cleared fields in-

terfperfed. The American army, which was fuperior

10 the Britifli in point of numbers, was pofted on a

riling ground. It was drawn up in three lines f* the

front line v/as compofed of the North Carolina militia,

under the command of Generals Butler and Eaton;

the fecond line was of Virginia militia, commanded
by Generals Stephens and Lawfon, forming two bri-

gades; the third line, confifting of two brigades, one
of Virginia and one of Maryland continental troops,

was commanded by General Hugar and Colonel Wil-

liams. Lieutenant-colonel Wafhington, with the dra-

goons of the hrlt and third regiments, a detachment
of
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of light infantry compofed of continental troops, and a

regiment of riflemen under Colonel Lynch, formed

a corps of obfervation for the fecurity of their right

flank. Lieutenant-colonel Lee, with his legion, a

detachment of light infantry, and a corps of riflemen

under Colonel Campbell, formed a corps of obferva-

tion for the fecurity of their left flank. The attack,

was made by Lord Cornwallis, in the following order:

on the right, the regiment of Bofe and the feventy-

firll regiment, led by Major-general Leflie, and fup-

ported by the firfl battalion of guards; on the left, the

twenty-third and thniy-third regiments, led by Lieu-

tenant-colonel Webfter, and fupported by the gre-

nadiers and fecond battalion of guards commanded
by General O'Hara; the yagers and hgiit infantry of

the guards remained in a wood, on the left of the

guns, and the cavalry in the' road, ready to aft as cir-.

cumdances might require.

About half an hour after one in the afternoon, the

aBion commenced by a cannonade, which lafted a-

bout twenty minutes; when the Britifh troops ad-

vanced in three columns, and attacked the North
Carolina brigade with great vigour, and foon obliged

part of thefe troops,, who behaved very ill, to quit

the field: but the Virginia militia kept up a heavy
fire for a long time, till, being beaten back, the aftion

became general every where. The American corps,

under Colonels Wafhington and Lee, did confide-

rable execution. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton had
direftions to keep his cavalry compaft, and not to

charge without pofitive orders, excepting to proteft

any of the corps from the moft evident danger of
being defeated. The exceffive thicknefs ofthe woods
rendered the Britifh bayonets of little ufe, and enabled
the broken corps of Americans to make frequent
ftands with an irregular fire. The fecond battalion

of the guards firfl gained the clear ground near Guild-
ford court-houfe, and found a corps of continental

Vol. VIL No. 138. F f infantry
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infantry, fuperior in number, formed in an open field

on the left of the road, Defirous of fignalizing them-

felves, they immediately attacked and foon defeated

them, taking two fix-pounders ; but, as diey purfued

the Americans into the wood with too much ardour,

they were thrown into confufion, and inftantly charged

and driven back into the field by Lieutenant-colonel

Wafliington's dragoons, with the lofs of the fix-

pounders they had taken. But the American cavalry

were in turn repulfed, and the two fix-pounders again

fell into the hands of the Britifli troops. The fpirited

exertions of General O'Hara and Colonel Tarletoii

contributed to bring the aftion to a termination. The
Britifli troops, having at length broken the fecond

Maryland regiment, and turned the left flank of the

Americans, got into the rear of the Virginia brigade,

and appeared to be gaining their right, which would,

have encircled the whole of the continental troops,

when General Greene thought it prudent to retreat.

Manyof the American militia difperfed in the woods;

but the continental troops fell back in good order to

the Pvcedy Fork river, and crofled at the ford, about

three miles from the field of a£lion. When they had

colle61ed their flragglers, they retreated to the iron-

works, ten miles diilant from Guildford, where they

encamped. They loft their artillery, and two wag-

gons laden with ammunition. It was a hard-fought

battle, and lafted an hour and an half Of the Bri-

tifli troops, the lofs, as fl;ated by Lord Cornwallisj

was 532 killed, wounded, and mi fling. General

Greene, in his account of the a6lion tranfmitted to

the congrefs, ftated the lofs of the condnental troops

to be 329 killed, wounded, and mifling-.buthemadeno

eitimate of the lofs of the militia. Lieutenant-colo-

nel Stuart w'as killed in the aftion ; and Lieutenant-

colonel Webfter, and Captains Schutz, Maynard, and

Goodriche, died of their wounds. General O'Haraj

General
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General Howard, and Colonel Tarleton, were^ alfo

wounded. Of the Americans, the principal officer

killed was Major Anderfon, of the Maryland ^ine;

and General Stephens and Huger were wounded.
The Britifh troops underwent great hardfhips in the

courfe of this campaign; and in a letter from Lgrd
Cornwailis to Lord George Germaine, dated March
17th, he oblerved, that "the foidiers had been two
days without bread." His lordfliip quitted Guildford
three days after the battle; and, on the 7th of April,

arrived at Wilmington. General Greene, notwith-

itanding his late defeat, endeavoured to make fome
frefii attempts againft the king's forces in ,South Ca-
rolina. Lord Rawdon had been appointed to defend
the poll of Camden, with about eight hundred Britilh;

and, on the 19th of April, General Greene appeared
before that place with a large body of continentals

and mijitia. He found it impoffible to ftorm the town
with any profpe61; of fuccefs; and therefore endea-
voured to take fuch a pofition as fliould induce the

Britifh troops to fally forth from their works. He
polled the Americans about a mile from the town, on
an eminence which was covered with woods, and
flanked on the left by an impaffable fwamp. On the
morning of the 25th, Lord Rawdon marched out- of
Camden, and with great gallantry attacked General
Greene in his camp. The Americans made a vigo-
rous refiflance, but were at lafl compelled to give
way, and the purfuit is laid to have been continued
three miles. The lofs of the EngUfli was about one
hundred killed and wounded. Upwards of one hun-
dred of the Americans were taken prifoners ; and, ac-
cording to the account publiflied by General Greene,
they, had one hundred and twenty-fix killed and
wounded.

Notwithflanding the advantage which Lord Rawdon
had obtained, he foon found it necefTary to quit his
pott; and the Americans made themfelves mailers of

F f 2 feveral

'
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feveral other ports that were occupied by the king's

troops, and the garrifons were made prifoners of war.

Thefe were afterwards exchanged under a cartel which

took place between Lord CornwalHs and General

Greene, for the releafe of all prifoners in the fouthern

diftrift. After this, General Greene laid fiege to

Ninety-fix, which was the mofl commanding and im-

portant of all the polls in the back-fettlements ; and,

on the 19th of June, he attempted to Itorm the gar-

rifon, but was repulfed by the Britifli troops, with the

lofs of feventy-five killed and one hundred and tilty

wounded. General Greene then raifed the fiege, and

retired behind the Saluda, to a Itrong fituation with-

in fixteen miles of Ninety-fix.

On the 18th of April, a large body of Britifii

troops, under the command of General Philips and
Arnold, embarked at Portfmouth, in Virginia, on an

expedition for the purpofe of deftroying fome of the

American (lores. A party of light-infantry were fent

ten miles up the Chickahomany; where they de-

ftroyed feveral armed fhips, fundry warehoufes, an^

the American fhip-yards. At Peterfl)urgh, they de-

Itroyed four thoufand hogftieads of tobacco, one fliip,

and a number of fmall velfels on the (locks and in

tlie river. At Chederfield, they burnt a range of bar-

racks for two thoufand men, and three hundred bar-

rels of flour. At a place called Ofborn's, they made
themfelves mafters of feveral veffels loaded with cor-

dage and flour, and dedroyed two thoufand hogflieads

of tobacco, and fundry veffels were funk and burnt.

At Warwick, they burnt (ive hundred barrels of flour,

fame mills belonging to Colonel Carey, a large range

of public rope-walks and (lore-houfes, tan and bark

houfes, full of hides and bark, and great quantities of

tobacco- A like dedruftion of (lores and goods was

made in other parts of Virginia.

Lord Cornwall is, after his vi8:ory over General

Greene, at Guildford, proceeded, as we have feen, to
' Wilmingr
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Wilmington; and, on the 20th of May, arrived at

Peterfburg, in Virginia, where he joined the Britifh

troops that had been under the command of PhiUps

and Arnold. Before this junftion, he had encoun-

tered confiderable inconveniences from the difficulty

of procuring provifions and forage; fo that, in a let-

ter to Sir Henry Clinton, he informed him, that his

cavalry wanted every thing; and his infantry every

thing but fhoes. He added, that he had experienced

the dillreffes of marching hundreds of miles in a coun-

try chiefly hoftile, without one aBive or ufeful friend,

without intelligence, and without communication with

any part of the country.

On the 26th of June, about fix miles from Williamf-

burgh, Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, and three hundred

and fifty of the queen's rangers, with eighty mounted
yagers, were attacked by a much fuperior body of
the Americans; but whom they repulfed with great

gallantry and with equal fuccefs, making four officers

and twenty private men pri (oners. The lofs of the

Americans in this atlion is faid to have been upwards
of one hundredand twenty, andthatof theBritiffi,troops

r.ot more than forty. On the 6th of July, another

a8.ion happened near the Green Springs, in Virginia,

between a reconnoitring party of the Americans, un-
der General V/ayne, amounting to about eight hun-
dred, and a large part of the Britiffi army, under Lord
Cornwallis; in \vhich,the Americanshadi27killedand
wounded; and the lofs of the royal troops is fuppofed
to have been confiderably gfeater. It was an adion
in which no fmall degree of military fl^ill and courage
was exhibited by the Americans. In a variety of
fkirmifhes, the Marquis la Fayette very much diftin-

guiffied himfelf, and difplayed the utmoft ardour in

the American caufe.

Notwithflanding the fignal advantagesLord Corn-
\vallis had obtained, his fituation in Virginia began to

be very critical ; and the rather, becaufe he did not

receive
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receive thofe reinforcements from Sir Henry Clinton

which he conceived to be neceffary for the fuccefs

- of his operations. Indeed, the commander in chief

was prevented from fending thofe reinforcements, by

his fears refpeBing New York, againft which he en-

tertained apprehenfions that General Wafliington in-

tended to make a formidable attack. In fact, the

American general appears to have taken much pains,

and have employed great fineffe, to lead Sir Henry
Clintow into this imagination. Letters, expreflive

of this intentionjfellinto thehandsof Sir Henry, which

were manirellly written to be intercepted, with a view

to amufis and deceive the Britifh general. The pro-

ject was fuccefsful; and, by a variety of manoeuvres,

in which he completely out-generalled the Britifh com-

raanders, he increafed his apprehenfions about New
York, and prevented him from fending proper affilt-

anee to Lord Cornwallis.

Having thus kept Sir Henry Clinton in perpetual

alarm, General Wafiiington fuddenly quitted his camp

at Whire Pjains, crofTed the Delaware, and marched

towards Virginia, with a defign to attack Lord Corn-

wallis. Sir Henry CHnton now received information,

that the Count de Graffe, with a large French fleet,

was expeQed every moment in the Chefapeak, to co-

operate with General Walhington. He therefore en-

deavoured to communicate this information to Lord

Cornwallis; and aifo fenthim alTurances, thathe would

either reinforce him by every poffible means, or

make the bell diverfion he could in his favour. In

the mean time, Lord Cornwallis had taken pofleffion

of the polls of York-town and Gloucefter, in Vir-

ginia, where he fortified himfelf in the belt manner he

could.

On the 28th of Auguft, Sir Samuel Hood, with a

fquadron from the Well Indies, joined the fleet un-

der Admiral Graves, before New York. It was then

neccllary, on account of the fituation of Lord Corn-

wallis,
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wallis, that they fhould immediately proceed to the

Chefapeak} but much time appears to have been left,

though Admiral Hood was extremely anxious that

no delay might be made. They arrived in the Chefa^

peak on the 5th of" September, with nineteen fhips of

the line-; where they found the Count de Grafle, who
bad come to an anchor, on the 30th of" Auguft, with

twenty-four fliips of the line. The French admiral

had previoufly landed a large body of troops, which

bad marched to join the American army underWalh-
jngton.

The Britifh and French fleefs came to an aftion

on the fame day in which the former arrived in the

Chefapeak. Onboard the Britifli fleet, ninety were
killed and 246 wounded; fbmeof the fhips were greatly

damaged in the engagement, and the Terrible, a fe-

Venty-four-gun fhip, was fo much fhattered, that it was

afterwards found neceffary to fet her on fire. That
this a6lion was not favourable to the Englifli, was
manifefl from the event: the fleets continued in fight

of each other for five days fucceffively, and fometimes

were very near; but at length the French all anchored
within the Cape, fo as to block up the paffage. Ad-
miral Graves then called a council of war, in which it

was refolved, that the fleet fliould return to New York,
that the fiiips might be put into tlie heft Itate for the

fervice: and thus were the French left maflers of the

Chefapeak.

Before the news of thi$ engagement had reached
New York, a council of war ha'd been held, in which
it was refolved, that five thouiand men fhould be em-
t)arked onboard the king's fhips, in order to proceed-
to the affiftance of Lord Cornwallis. But, when it

was known that the French were abfolute mailers of
the navigation of the Chefapeak, it was thought inex-
pedient to fend off that reinforcement. In another
council of war, it was refolved, that, as Lord Corn-
wallis had provifions to laft him to the end of O80-

ber,
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ber, it was advifeable to wait for more favourable ac-

counts from Admiral Graves, or for the arrival of
Admiral Digby, who was expefted with three fliips

of the line.

In the mean time, the mod effedual meafures were
taken by General Wafhington, for farrounding the

army under Lord Cornwallis. A large body of
French troops, under the command of Count Ro-
chambeau, with a confiderable train of artillery, afiift-

ed in the enterprife. The Americans amounted to

near eight thoufand continentals, and five thoufand

militia. General Wafliington was commander in chief

of the combined forces of America and France. On
the 29th of September, the invellment of York-
town was complete, and the Britifh army were quite

blocked up. The day following. Sir Henry Clinton

wrote a letter to Lord Cornwallis, containing aflur-

ances that he would do every thing in his power to

relieve him. A duplicate of this letter was fent to his

lordfhip by Major Cochran, on the 3d of 06lober,

That gentleman, who was a very gallant officer, went

in a vcffel to the Capes, and made his way to Lord
Xornwallis, undifcovered, through the whole French

fleet, in an open boat. He got to York-town on the

I'oth of the month; and, foon after his arrival, had

his head carried off by a cannon-ball.

After the return of Admiral Graves to New York,

a council of war was held, in which it was refolved,

that a large body of troops fliould be embarked on-

board the king's fhips as foon as they were refitted;

and, that the exertions of both fleet and army fliould

be made in order to form a junBion with Lord Corn-

waliis. Sir Ilcnry Clinton himfelf embarked on-

board the fleet, with upwards of feven thoufand troops,

on the 1 8th ; they arrived oiF Cape Charles, at the

entrance of the Chefapeak, on the 24th, where they

received the mortifying intelligence, that Lord Corn-

wallis had been obliged to capitulate five days before.

. It
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it was on the 19th of OQober, 1781, that Lord

Cornwaliis furrendered himfelf and his whole army

prifonersof war, to the combined armies of America

&nd France. He made a defence fuitable to the

charafler he had before acquired for courage arid

military fliill ; but was compelled to fubmit 10 un-

toward circumftances and fuperior numbers. It was

agreed by the articles of capitulation, that the Britifh

troops were to be prifoners to the United States of

America, and the feamen to the French king, to whofc

officers alfo the Britifh Veflels found at York-town

and Gloucefter were to be delivered up. The Bri-

tifh prifoners amounted to more than 6,000; but

many of them, at the time of lurrender, were inca-

pable of duty. A confiderable number of cannon,

and a large quantity of military ftores, fell into the

hands of the Americans on this occafion. The ho-

nour of marching out with colours flying, ivhich had
been refufed to General Lincoln on his giving up
Charledown, was now refufed to Lord -Cornwaliis;

and General Lincoln was appointed to receive the

fubmiffion of the army of York-town, precifely in the

fame way his own had been conduQed eighteen months
before.

As no rational expe6lation now remained of a

fubjugation of the colonies, the military operations

that fucceeded in America were of little confequence.

On the 5th of May, 1782, Sir Guy Carleton arrived

at Nejv York, being appointed to the command of

the Britifh troops in America, in the room of Sir

Henry Clinton. Two days after his arrival, he wrote
to General Wafhington, acquainting him, that Admi-
ral Digby was joined with himfelf in a commiffion to

treat of peace with the people of America; tranfmit-

ting to him, at the fame time, fome papers, tending

to manifeft the pacific difpofiiion of the government
and people of Britain towards thofe of America. He
alfo defired a paffport for Mr. Morgnn, who was ap-

VoL. VI L No, 138. ' G g pointed
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pointed to tranfmit a fimilar letter of compliment io

the congrefs. General Wafliington declined figning

any paffport till he had taken the opinion of congreia

upon that meafure; and by them he was directed to

refufe any paffport for fuch a purpofe. However,
another letter was fent to General Wafliington, dated

the 2d of Aiiguft, and figned by Sir Guy Carleton

and Rear-admiral Digby,in which they informed him,

that they were acquainted by authority, that negocia-

tions for a general peace had already commenced at

Paris; that Mr. Grenville was invefted with full pow-
ers to treat with all the parties at war, and was then at

Paris in the cxecuiion of his commiflTion. They far-

ther informed him, that his majelty, in order to re-

mpve all obftacles to that peace which he fo ardently

wiflied to reftore, had com.manded his miniOers to ac-

knowledge the independency of the thirteen provinces

in the firft initance, inllead of marking it the condition

of a general treaty. But feme jealou Ties were flill en-

tertained, that it was the defign of the Britifli court

either to difunite them, or to bring them to treat of a

peace feparately from their ally the King of France:

they therefore refolved, that any man, or body of

Txien, who fliould prclu-me to make any feparate or

partial convention or agreement with the King of

Great Britain, or with any commifTioner or commif-

lioners under the crown of Great Britain, oughtto he
confidered and treated as open and avowed enemies

of the United States of America; and alfo that thofe

ftates could not with propriety hold any conference

or treaty with any commiffioners on the part of Great

Britain, unlefs they fhould as a preliminary thereto,

cither withdraw their fleets and armies, or elle, in po-

iitive or exprefs terms, acknowledge the independence

of the faid ftates. They likewife refolved, that any

propofitions which might be made by the court of

Great Britain, in any mamier tending to violate tjie

treaty fubfilting between them and the King of France,

ought
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ought to be treated with every raark of indignity and
contempt.

The mon: fatisfaQory affurances, however, on the

part of the Britifli chiefs, having been laid before con-

grefs, an immediate cefTation of hoftilities took place;

and, on the 30th of November following, the provi-

fional articles of peace and reconciliation between

JEngland and America were figned at Paris, by which

Great Britain folemnly acknowledged the indepen-

dence and fovereignty of the United States. Thefe
articles were ratified by a definitive treaty, September

3, 1783. This peace was negociated on the part of

Great Britain by Mr. Ofwald, and the definitive

treaty .was figned by Mr. Hartley; and on the part

of the United States by John Adams, and John Jay
Efqres. and Dr. Benjamin Franklin. Holland ac-

knowledged the independence of the United States of

America on the 19th day of April, 1782; Sweden,

the 5th of February ; Denmark, the 25th of Februarys
Spain in March, and Ruffia in July, 1783.
Thus ended that long and arduous conflicl, in which

Great Britain expended near an hundred millions of

money, with an hundred thoufand lives, and won no-

thing; and in which America patiently endured eve-

ry diftrefs; loft an infinite number of lives, and much
treafure; but eventually delivered herfelf from a fo-

reign dominion, and gained a name among the nations

of the earth.

Upon taking leave of the Araefican colonies as a

part of the Britifli empire, and viewing them now as a

great and independent itate, it may not be amifs to

fay a few words upon the extent of their territory, and
the conftituiion they have adopted.

By the definitive treaty of peace between the King
of Great Britain and the United States of America,
the boundaries of thefe Rates are fixed to extend on
the north from Nova Scoda, acrofs the four great

lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and Superior, afilgning to

. • G g 2 the
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the dates the fouthern half of each, and in the latter

the iflands Royal and Phillippeaux; lake Michigan

they poiTefs entire : though thefe lakes have ever been

confidered as making a part of Canada, and no new
.

regulation of limits hasexcludedthem. This boundary

is farther expended through the centre of the Lake of

the Woods to its moft wellern point. It may be fup-

pofed that a want of acquaintance with the geography

of the country has caufed it to be added " from thence

on a due welt courfe to the river Miffifiippij" for if

the boundary is carried due well, it will reach the Pa-

cific Ocean abo.ut one degree of latitude fouth of

Nootka Sound. The line, in order to touch the

Miffiffippi, fhould have been carried frorn the weftern

fide of the Lake of the Woods due fouth. In confe-

quence of this inaccuracy, no boundary is fettled

throughout a fpace of near three degrees of latitude;

it being refumed along the middle of the river Mif-

fiffippi to thirty-one degrees north latitude, where that

river begins to divide Well Florida from Louifiana,

The American States are bounded on the fouth by

the two Floridas. They poffefs all the eaftern coafl

from the mouth of the river St. Croix, in the bay of

Fundy, to St. Mary's River, which divides Georgia

from Ead Florida, and all iflands within twenty leagues

of any part of the fliores.

The Hates with whom the King of Great Britain

concluded this treaty were, New Hampfliire, Maffa-

phufett's Bay, Rhode Ifland with Providence Planta-

tion, Conneflicut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfyl-

vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,

South Carolina, and Georgia.

Thefe dates, in their fulled extent, pomprife eigh-

teen aegiees of latitude, and thirty-three degrees of

longitude; they are defcribed as being 1250 miles in

length, and 1040 in breadth; reaching from thirty-

one degrees to forty-nine degrees north latitude, and

from fifty-one degrees to eighty-four degrees wed
longitude
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longitude from Greenwich ; but, as the Americans
had fixed their meridian at the city of Philadelphia,

the extent in longitude from that city is, from nine

degrees eafl; to twenty-four degrees weft.

Although the longitudinal extent is laid down to

be nearly double to the latitudinal, yet the limits are

fo interfered on the northward, that toward the north-

welt coafl it lies in forty-five degrees, except a fmall

diftriO: of land, which reaches to almoft forty-fevea

degrees; but, in the interior country, on Lake Erie,

the boundary is on forty-two degrees: its greateft ex-

tent is on the coaft, toward the north-eaft, where only

it is forty-nine degreef. Its longitudinal extent, from
New England on the eafl:, to a little below Nootka
Sound on the weft, comprehends the whole conti-

nental breadth, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean;
and it is only in that part that its breadth is 1040 miles.

This republican government retains much of the

fpirit of the Engiifti conftituiion; and thofe two ef-

fential lecurities to individuals in their perfons and
their property, the habeas corpus aft and trial by jury,

are retained. . I[ unites the American States in a much
clofer confederation than the Helvetic union brought
the^wifs Cantons, or even than the compad entered

into by the Seven United Provinces of ihe Nether-
lands placed the Dutch. Indeed, in many important

points, it is fuch a form of government as the world
had not before feen. The moft effe6lual meafures

feem to have been taken to remove what was for-

merly a fruitful fource of animofity and diflenfion

among the colonies, the undefined bounds of their

refpe6tiv£ territories, as every ftate has now renoun-
ced all right of deciding lipon their claims, and has

agreed that they (hall be laid before congrefs, and
decided upon by that afiembly as a court of judica-

ture. In this new form of government the feveral

independent ftates may be faid to have delegated to

congrefs all the funftions of governmentj except re-

tannng
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taining their interior conftitution, but deprived of llie

power of levying duties on merchandize, of equip^

ping fhips of war, of making foreign alliances, or

waging war ; for, as the preamble to the confiitu-

ticn expreffes it, in the federal government of thefe

ilates, " it is impoffible to fecure all right of indepen-

dent fovereignty to each, and yet provide for the in-

tereft and fafety of all."

The prefident of the congrefs, the fenate, and re-

prefentatives, form a legifiative body foraewhat fmii-

Jar to the king, lords, and commons, of Great Britain,

in that every a£l of congrefs rnuit have a majority af

votes in the two houfes, and receive the affent of the

prefident, before it can pafs into a law; but the Ame,"
rican conltitution differs in many particulars; the pre-

fident of the congrefs has not a power abfolutely to

negative any bill, he can only refufe his affent, and at

the fame time is required to affign the reafons on
which he founds his refufal; the bufinefs is then to

undergo a frefli difcuflion in both houfes, and the bill

Riuft be pafied by two-thirds of the members of each

houfe, which then confliiutesit a law without the con-

currence of the prefident.

No fpecific portion of property, whether r^al or .

perfortal, is required to be poifefled as a qualihcation

either for a reprefentative, a fenator, the vice-preh-

dent, or the prefident. Nor is any one excluded on

account of the religious principles which he profefles,

whatever they may be; fo that Jews or Roman Catho-

lics are as eligible as any other citizens. The houfe of

reprefentatives is chofen every two years, by the peo-

ple of the feveral dates. The only legal requifites in

a candidate are his having attained to twenty-five years

of age; having been feven years a ciiitizen of ihe Uni-

ted States; and, at the time of his elefliion, an inha-

bitant of the ftate by which he is chofen; the holding

of any place of honour, truft, or emolument, is an

abfolutedifqaaliiicaiion. In this reprefentation there

is



WARS OF ENGLAND. 239

is no diftiiiftion of knights, citizens, and burgefies; it

not being made out of counties, cities, and borough-

towns; for the exclufivc rights and peculiar privileges

of corporations arc entirely unknown here. The de-

lign of the. conPtitution is, that the number of re-

prefentatiyes in congrefs (hall noi exceed one repre-

fentative for every 30,000, but that each itate Ihall

have at lead one rcprefentative.

The American States in their houfe of commons
are not reprefented by above one-third of the ^num-

ber by which the people of Great Britain are repre-

fented in their houfe, calculating upon the fuppofed

population of each country. The fenate of the Uni-

ted States, \vhich may be confidered as the upper

houfe of parliament, is compofed of two fenatorsfrom

each ftate, chofen, not from the people at large, but

from the legiflature thereof. No one can be chofen

a fenator who has not attained to thirty years of age,

who has not been nine years a citizen, and is not a

refident in the ftate Vi>.ere he is chofen: he cannot

bold any place of honour, truft, or profit. Thefe

fenators, when afifemblcd, are divided into three claf-

fes; thofe in the firft clafs vacate their feats at the ex-

piration of the fecond year: thofe of the fecond ciafs

at the end of the fourth year; and of the third clafs,

at the expiration of the fixth year.

The prefident of the United States, in whom is veft-

ed the executive power, and who muftnot be u'nder

thirty-five years of age, is chofen by the nomination

of each ftate, who for this purpofe names two, and
the perfon upon whom the largeft number of fuffrages

falls obtains this diftinguifhed rank, which is held for

four years. In like manner the vice-pvefident is to

be elected, and for the fame term. The latter is pre-

fident of the fenate. The prefident, vice-prefidcnt,

fenate, and reprefentatives, are paid for their fervices

at a rate fettled by law, and out of the treafury of the

United States.

-
' The
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The falaries paid to the great officers who condu6l
the affairs of government are,—The prefidcnt of the

congrefs, and commander in chief of the military and
naval forces, 25,000 dollars, (5,3001. fterling.) Vice-
prefident, and prefident of the fenate, 5,000 dollars^

(I5O60I.) The fpeaker of thehoufe of reprefentatives^

twelve dollars per diem during his attendance, (2I.

lis.) The members of the fenate and houfe of re-

prefentatives, fix dollars, (il. 5s. 6d.) for every day's

attendance, as well as for every twenty miles travel-

ling to and from the feat of government. The fecre-

tary of the fenate and clerk of the hoiife of reprefen-

tatives, each 1,500 dollars, (320I.) The chief juftice

of the fupreme court, 4,000 dollars, (85 oh) The four

aflbciated juftices, 3^500 dollars each per ann.

The prefident, by virtue of his office, is comman-
der in chief of the army and navy, and of the militia

of the feveral flates, when called into the aftual fer-

vice of the union. He has power to grant reprieves

and pardons for offences againit the United States^

except in cafes of impeachment. With the advice

and confent of the fenate, he has the power to make
treaties, but the concurrence of two-thirds of the fe-

nators prefent is neceffiary to render fuch an a-cl valid.

He nominates, and, with the advice and confent of

the fenate, appoints ambaffadors, confuls, judges of

the fupreme court, and all other officers of the Uni-
ted States, not otherwife appointed by the confiitu-

tion. He may, on extraordinary occafions, convene
both houfes, or either of theip; and, in cafe of difa-

grecment between them with refped to the time of ad-

journment, he may adjourn them to fuch time as he

ffiall think proper. He receives ambaffadors, and

other public minifters, and is empowered to take care

that the laws be faithfully executed.

The congrefs has the power to impofe and colleft

taxes, duties, impofts, and exciles, to pay the debts,

aiid provide for the common defence and general

welfare
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welfare of the community; but all duties, impofts,

and excifes, are to be uniform throughout the United

States. To borrow money on the public credit.
'

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, alfo a-

mong the feveral dates, and with the Indian tribes.

To coin money, to regulate the value thereof, and of

foreign coin; and to fix the ftandard of weights and

meafures. To conlHtute tribunals inferior to the fu-

premc court. To declare war, grant letters of mar-

que and reprifal. To raife and fupport armies; but

no appropriation of money to that ufe can be for a

longer term than to two years. To provide and
maintain a navy. To provide for, call forth, arm, and
difcipline, the militia : each Rate to appoint the officers

of their militia, and to pofTefs the authority of train-

ing them, according to the difcipline prefcribed by
congrefs. All bills for raifmg a revenue to originate

in the houfe of reprefentatives. The privilege of the

writ of habeas corpus fliall not be fufpended, unlefs

when, in cafes of rebellion or invafion, the public

fafety may require it. No money fhall be drawn
from the treafury but in confequence of appropria-

tions made by law, and a regular ftatement and ac-

count of the receipts and expenditure of all public

money Ihall be publifhed from time to time. No
title of nobility lliall be granted by the United States;

and no perfon holding any office of profit or truft

under them fhall, without the confent of the congrefs,

accept of any prefent, emolument, office, or title, of
any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign

ftate. Each particular ftate is, by this confederation,

forbidden to enter into any treaty, alliance, or confe-

deration, coin money, emit bills of credit, make any
thing but gold and filver coin, a tender in payment of
debts, or grant any title of nobility. No ftate fhall,

without the confent of the congrefs, lay any impofts

or duties on imports or exports, except what may be
abfolutely neceftary for executing it^ infpedion laws;

Vol. VII. No. 138. Hh . whilft
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whilft the nett produce of fuch duties fliall be for the

ufe of the general treafury, ^nd fubje6: to the revifion

and controul of congrefs.

We have now to relate the remaining events which
brought 2ihouta^e7ieralpeace. The Briti fli nation expe-

rienced another lofs on the American continent in the

early part of the campaign of 1 7 8 1 . Don Gal vez, of

whole fuccefsful expedition, in the year 1779, againft

the Britifh fettlements on the Miffiffippi, fome notice

has been ah'eady taken, made farther advances into

Weft Florida the following year, and being at length

reinforced by a powerful fleet and army from the Ha-
vannah, completed the conqueft of the whole pro-

vince by the reduftion of Penfacola on the 8th of

May. General Campbell, the governor, acquired no
fmall reputation, even in misfortune, by his judicious

and fpirited defence of the place for two months, with

a motley affemblageof Britifli foldiers, royalifts, Ger*
inans, failors, and negroes, making in all nine hun-

dred and fifty men, againft a fleet of fifteen fail of
the line, and a land force almolt ten times the num-
ber of the garrifon.

The grand fleet, on its departure from England
for the relief of Gibraltar, was accompanied by a

fmall fquadron under the command of Commodore
johnflone, late one of the commiffioners to Americaj

but now appointed to condu6l an expedition to the

Cape of Good Hope. The court of Verfaillesj

knowing the prefent inability of the States General to

protefl their foreign dominions, fent a fuperior fqua-

dron under M. Suffrein to countera8 the defigns of

the Englifh; and coming up with them at Port Praya,

in the ifland of St. Jago, the French admiral made no

jTcruple to violate the neutrality of the Portuguefe

flag, by attacking the fquadron of Commodore John-

flone, while it lay in the harbour, difperfed and un-

fiifpicious of danger. Britifli valour was eminently
'

» ' . difplaye^
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difplayed in repelling the attack, under every difad-

vantage of number, fituation, and furprife; and the

French were beaten off, after fufFering feverely in the

eonflift; but immediately proceeeding to the Cape,

they fecured that fettlement from any hoftile attempt.

Though the main objeQ of Commodore Johnllone's

expedition was thus defeated, he fucceeded in the cap-

ture of five very valuable Dutch Eaft Indiamen, with

which he returned to Europe, a part of his fquadron

and a convoy of tranfports and merchant fhips, which
were deftined for the Eaft Indies, having profecuted

their voyage thither.

Suffrein's timely arrival at the Cape was certainly

the means of preferving that place, in itfelf incapaWe
of any vigorous refiftance; but the French admiral

-

did not reach the Eaft Indies foon enough to afford

the like protection to the Dutch fettlements there, or

to fave Hyder Ally's marine from deftruftion. While
Sir Eyre Cootewas attacking Hyder with equal vigour
and fuccefs by land. Sir Edward Hughes not only

blocked up his ports on the Malabar coaft, but de-

ftroyed his fliipping at Calicut and Mangalore, two of
his principal arfenals, on which all his hopes of be-

coming a maritime power were founded.

By thefe fuccefies the prefidency of Madras were
DOW allowed fo much refpite, that an enterprife was
planned againft the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam,
fituated to the fouth of Madras, and in the neighbour-
hood of Tanjour. A very inconfiderable force, how-
ever, could yet be fpared for this,purpofe, as Hyder
Ali, though fo often defeated, was ftill extremely for-

midable. Sir Hetlor Munro had the management
of the expedition : and fo furious was the attack of
the Briiifb failors, that the troops left to guard the
avenues to the place were defeated at the very firft

onfet. A regular fiege enfued; which, however, was
of very fhort duration, a breach being foon made, and
tbegarrifon furrendering prifoners of war,

H b 2 The
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Thejofs of Negapatam was quickly followed b-y

tliat of Trincomale. Admiral Hughes who had con-

veyed Sir Heftor Munro with the land-forces to that

place, and affifted him with his failors, immediately

after its furrender fet fail for Trincomale, where he

arrived about the middle of January 1782. The fort

of that name was quickly reduced; but the main

ftrengih of the fettleraent confifted in a fort named
Ollenburgh, the principal place on the ifland, and by
the capture of which the whole fcttlement would be

reduced. This fort (lands on a hill which commands
the harbour, but is itfelf overlooked by another hill at

the dillance of no more than two hundred yards.

Though the gaining of this poft was undoubtedly to

be attended with the lofs of the fort, it does not appear

that the governor even attempted to defend it. A
Britifli detachment of failors and marines therefore

took poflbflion of it, when the admiral fent a fum-

mons of furrender, reprefenting the inutility of ma-

king any farther defence after the lofs of fuch a poll;

and, i>eing extremely defirous of avoiding an effufion

of blood, repeated his arguments at feveral different

limes. The governor, however, proving obftinatc,

the p^ace" was taken by ilorm, with the lofs of about

iixty on the part of the Britifh, and very little on that

of the Dutch, the vi£lors giving quarter the moment
it was afl^ed. Four hundred Europeans were taken

prifonersj a large quantity of ammunition and mili-

tary (lores, with a numerous artillery, were found in'

the placej and two Indiamen richly laden, with a

number of fmall trading vefTels, were taken in the

harbour.

A more formidable enemy, however, now made his

appearance on the coall ot Coromandel. This was

Suffrein the French admiral; who, fetting out from

his native country with eleven Oiips of the line and

feveral (lout frigates, had fallen in with the Hannibal

of 50 guns, and taken her when ("eparated from her

conforts.
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conforts.' This fliip, along with three others, a 74, a

64, and a 50, had been lent out to the affiflance of Sir

Edward Hughes, and the three laft had the good for-

tune to join him before the arrival of SufFrein. The
latter, fuppofing that he had not yet received this

reinforcement, bore down upon the Englifli fquadron

at Madras, to which place they had failed immedi-

ately after the capture of Trincomale. Perceiving

his mill'ake, however, h6 inllantly bore away. The
Englifh admiral purfued, took fix veflels, five of them
Englifh prizes, and the fixth a valuable tranfport la-

den with gunpowder and other military ftores, befides

having on-board a number of land officers and about

300 regular troops. This brought on an engagement,

in which M. Suffrein, perceiving the rear diviHon of

the Britifh fleet unable to keep up with the reft, di reded
bis force principally againft it. The fhips of Admiral
Hughes hirnfelf and Commodore King fuftained the

molt violent efforts of the French, having moftly two,

and fometimes three, veffels to contend with. Thus
the commodore's fhip was reduced almoft to a wreck j

but about fix in the evening, the wind becoming
more favourable to the Englifh, the fquadron of the

enertiy were obliged to draw off. The lofs of men
on the part of the Britifh amounted to little more than

130 killed and wounded, but that of the French ex-

ceeded 250.
After the battle Sir Edward returned to Madras;

but meeting with no intelligence of Suffrein at that

place, he made the bell of his' way for Trincomale,
being apprehenfive of an attack upon that place, or of
the intercepting of a convoy of ftores and reinforce-

ments at that time expefcted from England. Suffrein

had indeed got intelligence of this convoy, and was at

that time on his way to intercept it. This brought
the hoftile fleets agam in fight of each other; and as

the Britiih admir^il had been reinforced by two fliips

of the liliCj he was now better able to encounter his

^,

' adverfarf.
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adverfaiy. A defperate battle enfaed, which conti-

nued rill towards night, when the fhips on both fides

were fo much fliattered, that neither could renew the

engagement next day.

Though thefe engagements produced nothing deci-

Cve, they were neverthelefs of the utmoll prejudice to

the affairs of Hyder Ali, who was thus prevented

from receiving the fuccours he had been promifed

from France; and he was ftill farther mortified by the

defeat of his forces before Tellicherry, which place he

had blocked up fince the commencement of hoftilides*

This lad misfortune was the more fenfibly felt, as an

open paflage was now left for the Englifh into thofe

countries befl afFetled to Hyder. His bad fuccefs

here, however, was in fome raeafure compenfated by

the entire defeat of a detachment of about 2000 Eng-

lifh infantry and 360 cavalry under Colonel Braith-

waite, abrave and experienced officer. This detach-

ment, confifling of chofen troops from Sir Eyre Coole's

army, lay encamped on the banks of the Coleroon,

•which forms the northern boundary of Tanjour. Tip-

poo Saib, the intrepid fon of Hyder, having procured

exa8: intelligence of the fituation of this party, formed

a defign of attacking it while no danger was fufpefted

on account of the diltance of Hyder Ali's army. He
fet out on this defign with an army of 15,000 horfe

and 5000 foot, accompanied by a body of French re-

gulars; and having croifed the Coleroon, fuddenly

furroundcd the Britifli forces on all fides. The co-

lonel, perceiving his danger, formed his men into a

fquare, diflributmg the artillery to the feveral fronts,

and keeping his cavalry in the centre. In this fitua-

tion he refitted for three days the utmofl efforts of his

numerous enemies, always compelling them to -retreat

with great lofs. At lafl General Lally, rightly con-

jefturing that the ftrength of the Englifii mufl be ex-

haufled and their numbers thinned by fuch defperate

iervice, propofed that the French infantry, which was
freffi
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frefh and entire, fhould attack one of the fronts of the

fquare, while the forces of Tjppoo (hould do the fame

with the other three. This laft attack proved fiiccefs-

ful; the Britifh forces were broken with great flaugh-

ter, which however was flopped by the humanity of

the French commander; who even obtained from
Tippoo Saib the care of the prifoners, and treated

them with a tendernefs and humanity they certainly

would not otherwife have experienced. A number
of Britifh officers, however, perifhed in the engage-

ment, and only one remained unwounded.
In the mean time, the fuccours from France, fo

long expetled by Hyder, made their appearance. As
foon as a junction was formed, they proceeded, under
the command of M. Duchemin, to in veil Cuddalore;
which not being in any fituation to (land a liege, was
furrendered on capitulation. In like manner Ibme
other places of linaller confequence were reduced, un-

til at laftj being joined by Hyder's numerous forces,

they determined to lay fieg« to Vandervafh, a place of
great importance, and the lofs of which would have
been extremely detrimental to the Englifh. This
quickly brought Sir Eyre Coote with his army to its

relief; but Hyder Ali, notwithftanding his being re-

inforce'd by the French, durfl not yet venture a battle

in the open field. On this the Britifh commander pro-
ceeded to attack Arnee, the principal depofit of Hy-
der's warlike ftores and neceffaries. Thus the latter

was obliged to quit his advantageous ground; but he
did fo-with fuch fecrecy and fpe'ed, that he came upon
the Britifh army unawares while preparing for its lall

march to Arnee, now only five miles diflant. Per-
ceiving that the march of the Britifh troops was through
low grounds, encompaffed on moft parts with high
hills, he planted his cannon upon the latter; from
which he kept a continual and heavy fire on the troops
below, while his numerous cavalry attacked them

' pn every fide. Notwithftanding all difadvantages,

the
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the Britifh commander at lafl: clofed in with the ene-

my; and after an obftina/te dii'pute completely routed
them. Neither this, however, ndr any other engage-
ment with Hyder AH, ever proved decifive; for as

the want of cavalry prevented the Britifli general

from purfuing his advantage, fo that of his antagonifl;

was fo numerous, that by it he always covered his

retreats in fuch an effedual manner as to lofe but few
men, and in a fhort time to be in a condition to aft

again on the ofFenfive. This was remarkably the cafe

at prefent; for notwithftanding this defeat, which hap-

pened on the 2d of June 1782, he cutoff an advanced
body of the Britifli army five days after j and haraffed

the whole in fuch a manner, that Sir Eyre Coote,
Dotwitbftanding his fuccefs, was forced to move near-

er Madras; foon after which, he was obliged, on ac-

count of his bad liate of health, to relinquifh the com-
mand of the army to General Stuart.

Hyder Ali now perceiving that he was likely to be
attended with no fuccefs by land, began to rell his

hopes on the fuccefs of the French by lea. He there-

fore earneltly requeued M. Suffreip, who polfeffed at

that time a decifive fuperiority in the number of fhipsg

to lofe no time in attacking the Britifli fquadron be-

fore it could be joined by a reinforcement which was

then on its way, and was reported to be very formi-

dable. As the French commander was by nomeans
deficient in courage, a third engagement took place

on the 5th of July 1783. . At -this time the Britifli

had the advantage of the wind, the batde was much
more dole, and the viftory more plainly on their fide.

It is faidj indeed, that, had not the wind fortunately

fhifted in fuch a manner as to enable the French to

difengage their fhips, a total and ruinous defeat would
have enfued. After the engagement, the French ad-

miral proceeded to Cuddalore, having received intelli-

gence that a large body of French troops in tranlports

was arrived off the ifland of Ceylon^ in company with

three
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three fhips of the line. As this feemed to afford hopes

oF retahation, he u fed fuch diligence in refitting his

fliips, that the fleet was able to put to fea in the be-

ginning of Augurt. His intention was to make an
attempt on Trincomale; and fo well were his defigns

conduQ'cd, that Sir Edward received no intelligence

of the danger, till a Britifh frigate chafing a French
one, which took fhelter with the fquadron at Trinco-

male, difcovered it by this accident, and haftsned back
with the news to Madras. It was now, however, too

late ; the place was not. in a condition to refiit a fiege;

and the French batteries havi^ig filenced thofe of the

fort in two days, a capitulation took place on the lall

day of x\uguft.

Sir Edward Hughes, having been detained by con-
trary winds, did not arrive at Trincomale before the

2d of September, when he had the mortification to fee

the forts .in the hands of the French, and that SuflVein

was in the harbour with fifteen fail of the line, while he;

had only twelve. He did not hefitate at venturing

an engagement with this inferiority, nor did M. Suf-

frein decline the combat. Tiie event of the battle was
no other than {battering the fleets and killing and
wounding a number of men on both fides. In this,

however, as well as in the other engagements, the fu-

periority of the Englifh was very manifell; and in en-

tering the harbour of Trincomale the French loft a

74-gun fiiip.

The lofs of Trincomale was feverely fek by the Eng-
lifli; for while the French lay fafely in the harbour
refitting their fquadron, the Englifh were obliged for

that purpofe to fail to Madras. Here the fleet was
affailed by one of the moft dreadful tempefts ever
known on that coaft. Trading veflels to the number
of near 100 were wrecked, as well as thofe for Madras
laden with rice, of which there was an extreme fcarcity

at that place. Thus the fcarcity was augmented to a
famine, which carried off vaft numbers of the inhabi-

VoL, VII. Np. 138. 1
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tants before fupplies could arrive from Bengal. The-
continuance of the bad weather obliged Sir Edward
with his whole fquadron to fail to Bombay; and there

he did not arrive till towards the end of the year, when

his fquadron was fo much fliattered, that, in order, to

repair it with proper expedition, he was obliged to di-

ftribute it between the dock-yards of Bombay and the

Portugefe fettlement at Goa.

In the mean time Sir Richard Bickerton arrived at

Bombay from England with five men of war, having

on board 5000 troops, after a very favourable paflage;

having neither feen nor heard of the bad weather which

bad defolated the coafts of India. It was likewife the

intention of France to fignalize the campaign of this

year by an immenfe force both by fea and land in In-

dia. Exclufive of the forces already on the coaft of

Coromandel, they were to be joined by 50CO more,

all regulars, from their iflands on the African coaft.

SufFrein was to be reinforced by feveral fhips of the

line, when it was hoped that a decided fuperiority at

fea would be obtained over the Englifli; while their

fuperior numbers and artillery on fhore would render

them invincible by any force that could be brought

ao^ainft them. To oppofe thefe defigns it was deemed

necefTary by the preiidency of Bombay to make a

powerful diverfion on the coaft of Malabar. Here

was fituated the kingdom of Myfore, the fovereignty

of which had been ufurped by Hyder Ali under the

title of JDayva, as that of the Mahrattas was by a per-

fon ftyled Pc^Jlmm. This kingdom is nearly in the

fame parallel with Arcot. To the northward is the

kingdom of Canara, which is faid to have been the

favourite pofleflion of Hyder Ali; the name of its

capital is Bidnore, which alfo gives name to an exten-

five territory, and was by Hyder changed to that of

Hyderna^ur. The expedition had been fet on foot

as early as the end of the year 1781; a ftrong body of

forces under the command of Colonel Humberftone
had
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had taken the two cities of Calicut and Panyan, befides

others of lefler note, and penetrated into the inland

country, which is there difficult and dangerous. Ha-
ving here made himfelf mailer of a place called Mon-
garjy Cotta, of which the fituation commanded the en-

trance into the inner parts of the country, he proceed-

ed to attack Palatacherry, a confiderable town at fome
miles diftance; but being fuddenly environed with a
numerous and hoflile army, inftead of making him-
felf mailer of the place, it was not without the utmoft

difficulty that he made his efcape after lofing all hispro-

vifions and baggage. A great army, confiding of

20j000 foot and io,ooo horfe, under Tippoo Saib, al-

fo advanced againfl: him with fuch celerity, that the

colonel had only time to retreat to Panyan, where he
was fuperfeded in the command by Colonel Macleod,
and foon after the place wasinvelled by the forces of
the enemy, among whom was General Lally with a con-

fiderable body of French. Two Britilh frigates, how-
ever, having come to the affiflance ofthe place, rendered
all the attempts of the enemy to reduce it abortive. At
laft, Tippoo Saib, impatient of delay, made a vigo-

rous effort againll the Britifli lines; but though both
the Indian and French commanders behaved with great

bravery, the attack not only proved unfuccefsful, but

they were repulfed with fuch lofs as determined Tip-
poo to abandon the fiege of the place, and retire be-
yond the river of Panyan.

As foon as the prefidency ofBombay were acquaint-

ed with the fuccefs of Colonel Huraberflone, General
Matthews was difpatched. to his affiftance with a power-
ful reinforcement. This expedition, which began the

campaign of 1783 in the kingdom of Canara, has been
related with circumftances io difgraceful, and fo ex-

ceedingly contrary to the behaviour for which the Bri-

tifli troops are remarkable, that we are totally at a lofs

to account for them. On the one hand, it feems fur-

,pri(ing how the national character could be forfeited

I i 2 ^y
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by a particular body, and not by any other part of the

army; and on the other, it feems equally furprifing

why fuch calumnies (if we fuppofe them to be fo)

Jhould have arifen againft this particular body and no
other part of the army. Such accounts of it, however,
were publiflied as rai fed the indignation of the military

gentlemen, who thought proper to publifli a vindica-

tion of themfelves. In the Annual Regifters, from
whence, next to the Gazettes and News papers, the

generality receive what they look upon to be authentic

intelligence, the charafter of this army is treated with

the higheft afperity. " In the ftory of the conqucft

and recovery of Canara (fays the New Annual Regi-
fter), the Spaniards may be faid to be brought a le-

cond time upon the fcene, but not to fit down in fal-

len and infolent profperity after all their crimes. The
Spaniards of Britain were overtaken in the midd of
their career; and he who is more of a man than an

JEnglifhman, will rejoice in the irregular and unmea-
fured, but at the fame time the juft and merited, ven-

geance that was infliBed upon them by the prince

whofe dominions they were ravaging!" In fupport

of this dreadful exclamation the following account is

given of the expedition. It began with the putting in

execution a defign formed by General Matthews of

carrying the war into the heart of Hyder Ali's domi-

nions. For this purpofe the Englifh inverted the city

of Onore, fituated about 3C0 miles to the fouth of

Bombay, and one of the principal places in the country

of Canara. " It was taken by affault (fays Dr. An-
drews) with great daughter, and plundered with cir-

cumitances of avarice and rapine that difgraced the vic-

tors; among whom at the fame time, great difcontents

arofe concerning the divifion of the fpoil." " No
quarter (fays the Annual Regifter)'Was given by the

viftorious Englifh; every man they met was put to

the fword. Upon this occanon we beg leave to iran-

fcribe three lines froni the private letter of one of the

officers
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oITicers concerned in the expedition. ' The carnage

(fays he) was great : we trampled thick on the bo-

dies that were ilrewed in the way. It was rather

(hocking to humanity; but fuch are only fecondary

confiderations, and to a foldier, whofe bofom glows

with heroic glory, they are thought only accidents of

courfe; his zeal makes him afpire after farther vic-

tory.' This part of the peninfula had hitherto been

untouched by the barbarous and unfparing hands of

Europeans, and of confequence was full of riches and

fplcndour. In the fortreis of Onore were found fums

of money to an unknown amount, befides jewels and

diamonds. ' Aconfiderable part of this appears to have

been fecured as private plunder by General Matthews.

The complaintsofthemilitary were loud; they thought,

and naturally, that the acquifition of riches was the

fair and reafonable confequence of the perpetration of

bloodlbed. But their commander turned adeafearto

their reprefentadons; and haltened, by adding new lau-

rels to his fame, to hide the flander tliat might other-

wife reft upon him."

From Onore the army proceeded to the nqarell for-

Irefles on the fea coaft, More and Cundapour. Here
they were joined by a reinforcement from Bombay un-

der the command of Colonels Macleod and Humber-
ftone, with pofitive orders to proceed for Bidnore or

Hydernagur the capital of Canara. On this General

Matthews marched for the mountains called the Ghauts^

where there is a pafs three miles in length, though only

eigtit feet wide, and which was then llrongly fortified

and defended by a vad number of the natives. " The
Englifii (fay our authors), however, had already ob-

tained a confiderable reputation by their executions;

and the ufe of the bayonet, the moft fatal inftrumcnt

of war, and which was employed by them on all oc-

cafions, created fuch and extreme terrrorin the enemy,
as to enable them' to furmount this otherwife impreg-

nable defile."

The
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The gaining of this pais laid open the way to Bid-
Eore the capital, to which a Cummons was now fent.

An aniwer was returned, that the place was ready to

fn-bmit, provided the inhabitants were not molelled,

and the governor was permitted to ("ecure his property.

The wealth of this city was undoubtedly great, but

the eftimates of its amount are very different. By the

accounts of Bombay it was flated only at 175,000!.
v/hile the officers concerned in the expedition lay that

it was not lefs than 1,200,000!. or even 1,920,0001.

:

and even this was only public property; that feized

upon by the foldiers, and whic!^ belonged to private

pcrfons, was undoubtedly very confideiabir alio.

This treafure was at firll lliown by the general to

his officers, and declared to belong to the army; but

he afterwards told them that it was all the property of

the Mahommedan governor, and had been fecured to

him by the terms of the furrender. It was therefore

fent to Cundapour under the convoy of Lieutenant

Matthews, brother to the general, to be thence tranl-

Jnitted to Bombay; but whether any part of it ever

reached that fettlement or not was never known. The
difcontents of the army v;ere nov,' carried to tjic ut-

moft height; aiid the contcfl became io lerious, that

Colonels Macleod, Humberltone, and Shaw, quitted

the I'ervice altogether, and returned 'to Bombay. The
officers charged their general with the raoh infatiable

^and fhameful avarice; while he, in return, accufed his

whole army of doing every thing difrefpeBful and in-

jurious to him; of paying jio regard to order and dif-

cipline, and of becoming loole and Imfceling as the

mod licentious freebooters.

From Bidnore detachm.ents were fent to reduce fe-

veral fortreffes, the piincipal of which was Ananpour
or Anantpore. Here orders were iffued for a llorm

and no quarter. Every man in the place was put to

death, except one horfeman who made hisefcape after

being Vv-ounded in three places. " The women, un-

willing
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willing to be (eparated fiom their relations, or expo-

fed to the brutal licesuioufnefs oF the fbldiery, threw

themfelves in vniiliitudes into the moats with which

the fort was iurrounded. Four hundred beautiful-wo-

men, pierced with the. bayonet, and expiring in one

another's arms, were in this fituation treated by the

Britifli, with every kind oT outrage."

This exploit was facceedcd by the reduftion of

Carwa an:l Mangalore, which completed the reduQioii

of Canara, when General Matthews put his army in

cantonments for the rainy feaion.

This rapid fucccfs was owing to the deatli of Hyder
Ali, which happened in the e«d of the year 1782,
His fon Tippoo Saib, however, having taken poffef-

fion of the government, and fettled his affairs as well

as time would allow, inftantly refumed his military

operations. On the yih of April 1783 he made his

appearance before Bidnore, fo that General Mat-
thews had fcarce time to colleft a force of 2ocomen,
and to write to Bombay for a reinforcement. But,

however neceffary the latter muft have been in his cir-

cumftances, the prefidency were fo much prejudiced

againft him by the unfavourable reports of his officers,

that they fufpended him from his commiirion,appoirrt-.

ing Colonel Macleod to fucceed to the c-ommand of
the army.

Tippoo Saib now advanced with a vaft army, fup-

pofed not to be fewer than 150.CCO men, covering the

hills on each fide of the metropolis as far as the eye
could reach. The army of General Matthews, alto-

gether unable to cope with fuch a force, were quickly
driven from the town, and r'brced to take refuge ira

the citadel. Tippoo, having cut off their retreat by
gaining poffeffion of the Ghauts, laid clofe fiege to the
lortrefsj which in lefs than a fortnight was obliged
to capitulate. The terms propofed were, that all pub-
lic property fhould remaiii in the fort; that the Eng-
lilh fliould engage not to aQ: againft Tippoo for a fli-

pulaied
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pulated time; that they fhould march out with the

honours of war; that they fliould pile their arms, and

have full liberty to proceed unmolefted with their pri-

vate property to the Tea coafl:, from thence to embark
for Bombay; and in this capitulation the garrifons of

Annanpour and other inland forlreffes were 'alfo in-

cluded.

All thefe terms were broken by Tippoo, who faid

that they had forfeited their title to liberty by a breaijh

of the articles of capitulatipn, in embezzling and fe-

creting the public money, which was all, in good faith,

to be delivered up. That this was really the cafe feems

to be univerfally acknowledged. In the Annual Re-
giller we are told, that " to prevent too much money
being found in the pofTeffion of one man, the general

ordered his officers to draw on the paymafter-general

for whatever fums they wanted. V/hen the fort was

furrendered to the fultan, there was not a fmgle rupee

found in it." By this circumflance the fate of the

garrifon was decided. General Matthews was fent for

next morning to a conference. He was not, however,

admitted to his prefence, but immediately thrown into

chains. Moft of the other principal ofhcers were, on

various pretences, feparated from the army. The ge-

neral and his companions were condufted to Seringa-

patam the capital of Myfore; and after having expe-

rienced a variety of fcverities, were at lad put to death

by poifon. In this manner the general and 20 officers

perillied. The poifon adminiftered was the milk of

the cocoa-tree, which is faid to be very deadly.

The above account was repeatedly complained of as

partial, and at lait openly contradicled in a parrphlet

intitled, " A Vindication of the Conduft of the Eng-

lifli Forces" employed in thatexpedition,andpublifhed

by order of the Eaft India Company. In this pam-
phlet the circumftance mod found fault with was that

regarding the women at Ananipore, which was pofi-

tivcly coniradiBed. On this account therefore the

publifhers
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J>ublifhers of the above-mentioned work retrafl that

part of their narrative, as being founded in mifrepre-

lentation. Notwithftanding this vindication, however,

they ftill draw the following conclufions: " It is al-

ready fufficiently evident, how little has been efFeded

by this vindication of the Bombay officers. The great

outlines of the expedition remain unaltered. It is llill

true diat a remarkable degree of fe verity was employed
in the field; that, in the capture of the fortrefles of

Canara, the principle of a ftorm and no quarter was

very frequently applied; and that 'the acquifition of

money was too much the governing objeft in every

ftage of the undertaking. The vindication of the of-

ficers has therefore done them little fervice; and it

happens here, as it generally does in the cafe of an im-

perfeft reply, that the majority of the fa6ls are rather

ftrengthened and demonftrated by the attempt to refute

them. With refpeO; to the conclufion of the ftory,

the treafures of Hydernagur, and the charge brought

againft them by Tippoo, that they had broken the

terms of the capitulation, and that when the fort ^vas

furrendered not a rupee was to be found in it ; thefe

circumltances are palTed over by the officers in the pro-

founded filence. It was this that roufed the fultan to

vengeance; and it is to this that he appeals for his juf-

tification in difregarding a capitulation which had been
firit diCTolved by the vanquifhed Enghfh."

The vindication above alluded to was figned by one
major and 52 fubaltern officers. It feems not, how-
ever, to have given entire fatisfa8:ian to the military

gentlemen themfelves, as other vindications have ap-

peared faid to be written by officers; but thefe being

anonymous, can be fuppofed to add very litde weight
to that already mentioned, where fuch a refpeftable

body have figned their names. We (hall therefore

drop a fubjeft fo difagreeable, and the inveftigation of
which at the fame time is entirely foreign to the plan

of this work.

Vol. VII. No, 139, K k It



258 HISTORY OF THE

It now remains to give fome account of tbe waf
with the Mahrattasj begun, as was formerly hinted,

on account of the proteBion afforded to the affalTm

Roganaut-row. This man had formerly obliged the

Mogul to take flielter in the Englifli faftory at Ben-

gal; but being unable to keep up his credit among
his countrymen, was expelled. On his arrival at Bom-
bay, an alliance was formed betwixt him and the Eng-
lifh government; by which the latter engaged to re-

place him in the Mahratta regency in conhderation of

fome valuable ceffions of territory. The fupreme

council of Bengal, however, difowned this treaty, and

concluded one with the Mahra^tas in the month of

March 1776; by which it was agreed that they fhould

provide for Ragobah's fubfiftence according to his

rank, on condition of his refiding in their country.

This being not at all agreeable to Ragobah, he fled

once more to Bombay, where a new confederacy

was entered into for his reftoration. The council of

Bengal approved of this on account of the approach-

ing rupture with France; and in eonfequence of this,

a detachment was, in February 1778, ordered to

march acrofs the continent of India. By fome mif-

managements in this expedition, the whole army was

obliged to capitulate with the Mahratta general on

the 9th of January 1779. One of the terms of the

capitulation was, that a body of troops which were

advancing on the other fide fhould be obliged to re-

turn to Bengal. But General Goddard,the commander

of thefe forces, denying the right of the council of

Bengal to remand him, proceeded on his march, and

arrived on the 18th of February. Here he receiv«i

orders to conclude a new treaty, if it could be ob-

tained on eafier terms than that of the capitulation by

which it had been engaged to cede all our acquifitions

in the country of the Maharattas.

Sudi extreme difregard to any ftipulations tha£

could be made, undoubtedly provoked the Mahrat-
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tas, and induced them to join in the confederacy with

Hyder Ali already mentioned. The war, however,

was ruccefsrully begun by General Goddard in January

1 780. I n three months he reduced the whole province

of Guzerat. Madajee Sindia the Mahratta general

advanced to oppofe him ; but as he did not chgole to

venture a battle, the Engiifh general ftormed his camp,
and totally routed him. Other exploits were performed
in the courfe of this campaign; during which the go-
vernor-general (Mr HalUngs), feeing no hopes of an
accomodation, entered into a treaty with the rajah of
Gohudjand with his confent Major Popham reduced a

fortrefs in his dominions named Gaullior, garrifoned

by the Mahrattas,and hitherto reckoned impregnable.

Xbefe fucceffes were followed by the dreadful in-

curfions of Hyder Ali already related, which put a

flop to the conquefts of General Goddard; all the

forces he could fpare being required to affilt the army
under Sir Eyre Coote. The laft exploit of General
Goddard was tlie redu6lion of the iQand of Salfette,

and of a ftrong fortrefs named Baffein in its neigh-

bourhood. The army of Sindia, confifting of 30,000
men, was alfo defeated this year by Colonel Carnac;
and the Mahrattas, diflieartened by their loffes, con-
fented to a feparate peace with the Engiifh, leaving

Hyder Ali to manage the war as he thought proper.

Jn the mean, time, however, the expences incurred
by thefe wars were fo high, that Mr. Haftings, who
was obliged to furnifh them fome how or other, was
reduced to the greateft difficulties. For this purpofe
not only all the treafure of Bengal was exhaufted, but
it was found neceffary to draw extraordinary contribu-
tions from the Britilh allies, which was productive of
inany difagreeable circumftances. One of the mod
remarkable was the revolt of Benares. The rajah of
this country had formerly put himfelf under the pro-
te8ion of the Englifli, who on their part agreed to fe-

icure his dominions to him on condition of his paying
K k 2 an
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an annual fubfidy to the nabob of Oude. In 1770 ,

the rajah died, and was fucceeded by his fon Cheit

Sing, who held the fovereignty at the time we ipeak

of. On the death of the nabob in 1775, a new trea-

ty was made with his fucceffor, by which the fovereign-

ty of Benares was transferred to the Eaft-India com-
pany, an acquifition equivalent to 240,000!. per an-

num; at the fame time that the fubfidy paid by Suja

Dowla, and which, by Lord Clive, had been fixed at

36,0001. and afterwards raifed to 2525OO0I. was now
augmented to 312,000!. per annum.
On receiving intelligence in July 1778, thatwar had

aflually commenced between France and England,

Cheit Sing vva« r:equired to pay 50,000!. as his fliare

of the pulplic burdens. Such a demand was paid with

extreme reluftance on the part of a prince who already

contributed 240,000!. and probably thought that an

abundant equivalent for the protection enjoyed. The
fame requifition, however, was made the two fucceed-

ing years, but with a promife that the demand (hould

ceafe when peace was reftored. Inftead of any prefent

alleviation, however, a body of troops was alfo quar-

tered upon him, and he was iikewife obliged to pay

for their maintenance, left he fhould not voluntarily

'

pay the additional 50,000!. In November 1780, in

addition to all thefe demands, he was alfo required to

fend into the field fuch a body of horfe as he coufd

fpare ; but this requifition, owing to fome mifunder-

fianding, was never complied with.

In July 1781 Mr Haftings having, it is faid, re-

ceived fome intelligence that the opprefled rajali me-
ditated rebellion, fet out on a vifit to the nabob of

Oude, and in his way propofed to clear up the mij-

iinderjlanding with him. The method by which he

intended to char up this mijunderjlanding was to- lay

a fine upon the poor prince of 400,000!. or 500,000!.

;

and as a reafon for doing fo, it was alleged that the

)ate rajah had left a million fterling in his treafury ; a

fum
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i'nm which was continually increafing, Cheit Sing,

advanced to the borders of his territories to meet the

governor-general, behaved with all imaginable fub-

miffion; and having got private intelligence of v;hat

was meditated againlt him, offered to pay down

20O5O00I. This was refufed; and the governor-gene-

ral having reached the capital, forbade the rajah his

prefence, and by a letter acquainted him with his

caufes of complaint. Cheit Sing fent a very fub-

miffive anfwer; but as he endeavoured to exculpate

himfelf, Mr Haftings was fo far from being fatisfied,

that he put the prince i^mder an arreft.

Such an unheard of proceeding excited the utmoft

furprife and refentment in fubjefts accuRomed to re-

gard their fovereign with a degree of reverence little

Ihort of adoration. On the very day of the arreft

they aflembled tumultuoufly, cut in pieces the guard

which had been fet on the palace, and carried off their

prince in triumph. It does not appear, however, that

this was any other than a tranfitory tumult ; for though

they could -eafily have cut off the governor- general,

they made no attempt againft him. Cheit Sing pro-

tefted his innocence, and made the moft unlimited of-

fers of fubmiffion, but all in vain. His government

was declared vacant, and the zemindary beftowed on
the next heirj the annual fubfidy to the government

of Bengal was augmented from 240,000!. to 400,0001.

annually. The miferable rajah was forced to fly his

country; and his mother, though promifed leave to

retire upon conditions, attacked in her retreat and

plundered by the foldiers. After all his endeavours

to procure money, however, Mr. Haftings found this

adventure turn out much lefs profitable than he had

expeBed; for the treafury of the fugitive prince was

lei zed and retained by the foldiery.

As to the Nabob of Oude, a new treaty was con-

cluded with him; the defign of which was evidently to

pfe him of fome of the burdens to which he was -at

that
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, I bat time fubje6led. Part of the Britifii troops were

therefore withdrawn from his dominions. As Fizulla

Khan, the molt profperous of his dependents haid beeii

called upon to furnifh a body of 500ohorfe to join -the

nabob's army, and had not complied with the requili-

tion, the guarantee of his treaty with the nabob, for-

merly executed, was withdrawn ; buj it being- after--

wards difcovered that his territory was not equiva-

lent to the claims of the governor, the treaty was re-

newed on payment of a flight fine. As the widow of
Sujah Dowla was fufpefted of favouring the late ra-

jah Cheit Sing, the reigning prince was allowed to

reclaim the treafures of his father in her pofleffionj

and likewife to deprive her of a fmall province fhe

had in pofTeffion, on condition of paying her a certain

ilipalated allowance annually. The treafures were

feized as payment of the debts of the prince to the

company.
Hoftiiities continued in India between the French

and Englifh till the year 1783 was far advanced, and

long after tranquillity had been reftored to other parts

pf the world. In the beginning of the feafon for

aEion the governor and council of Bengal determined

lo fend an ample fupply to the prehdency of Madras,

that fo they might be enabled to put an end to the

war, which Tippoo feemed willing to profecute with

even more vigour than his father had done. For this

purpofe Sir Eyre Coote, who, for his health, had gone

to Bengal by fea, fet fail once more for Madras, being

intruded widi a large fum of money for the neceffary

expences of the war. In his pafTage he has chaced

for 48 hours by two French men of war. The foli-

citude and fatigue he underwent during this time, be-

ing almollconttantly upon deck, occafioneda reiapfe,

fo that he died in two days after his arrival at Madras.

His death was greatly lamented, as the greateft ex-

peftations had been formed of an happy conclufion

being put to the war by his extraordinary military ta-

lents.
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lents, for which he had already acquired fo great repu-

taiion in India.

The invafion of Tippoo's diminions having called

him off from the Carnatic, General Stuart took the op-

portunity of attacking him in another quarter. Coio-

nei Fullarton was difpatched with a large body of

troops to invade the province of Coimbatour. Tiiis

he executed with great fuccefs j over running the coun-

try, taking feveral fortrelfes, and making a very alarm-

ing diverfion on this (ide of Tippoo's dominions. Ge-

neral Stuart, however, having (till greater defigns in

view, was obliged to recal this gentleman in the midit

of his fuccefs. The fiege of the Ilrong fortrefs oi

Cuddalore was the operation which now engaged his

attention. 1 1 was now become the principal place ofarras

belonging to the French; was ftrongly fortified, and

garrifoned by a numerous body of the beft troops in

France, as well as a confiderable number of Tippoo's

choiceit forces. The fiege therefore proved fo diffi-

cult, that though the Englifli difplayedthe utmoft va-

lour and military flvill, they werenot able to reduce

the place until hoftiiities were interrupted by the news

of a general pacification having taken place in Europe.

In this fiege a remarkable circumftance took place,

viz. that of a corps of fepoy grenadiers encountering

and overcoming the French troops oppofed to them

with fixed bayonets. For this remarkable inftance

of valour, they not only received the higheft applauie

at the time, but provifion was made for themfel ves and

families by the prefidencies to \vhich they belonged.

After the redu£lion of Hydernagur, and the de-

llruclion of the army under General Matthews, the

Englifli pofleffedonly three places of confequence in

the kingdom of Canara. Thefe were Mangalore, O-
nore, and Carwa. The fiege of all thefe places was

undertaken at once. Mangalore, the principal port in

the country, was defended by a very numerous gar-

lifon under Major Campbell. Tippoo fat down be-

fore
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fore it on the 19th of May; and the attack arid de-

fence were both condu8:ed with the greateft fpirit and
a6tivity. Notwithftanding the utmofl efforts of the

befiegers, however, and that the garrifon were redu-

duced to the laft extremity for want of provifions, they

held out in fpite of every difficulty, until the general

-pacification being concluded, the place was afterwards

delivered up. In other parts nothing more happened
than an indeci five engagement between M. Suffrein

and Admiral Hughes; To that the Briiifli empire in

Bengal was for that time fully eflablifhed.

If the Dutch were mortified by the feverity of
their loffes in both the Indies, they had almoft as lit-

tle caufe to rejoice at the fruits of their treachery and
ingratitude near home. Several of their merchant-
men and Tingle fliips were taken at the beginning of
the rupture; but it (till appeared that they retained

their ancient valdur, and were in fa6t the moft formi-

dable naval enemies Britain had to contend with. By
the month of Auguft, 1781, they had equipped a con-

fiderable fquadron, the command of which was given

to Rear-admiral Zoutman. On the 5th of that

month, this fquadron fell in wi.h the Britifli fleet

commanded by Admiral Hyde Parker off the Dog-
ger-bank. The force commanded by the Dutch
admiral confifled, according to their own account,

of one of 74, one of 68, one of 64, three of 54, and one
of44, befides frigates; but the Englifh account repre-

fentsthe Dutch fleet as confifting of eight two-decked

fliips. No gun was fired on either fide till they were
within the diftance of halfmufket-fhot. The aftion be-

gan about eight in the morning, and continued with an

unceafing fire for three hours and forty minutes.

Both fides fought with equal ardour, and little advan-

tage was gained on either. When the heat of the ac-

tion was over, both fquadrons lay to a confiderable

time near each other, when tiie Dutch fliips of war
"with their convoy bore away for the Texel; and the

Englifh



WARS OF ENGLAND. 265

Englifh fhips were all too much dii'abled to follow

them. A Dutch 74-gun fhip funk foon after the ac-

tion. On-board the Britifh fleet J04'were killed and

339 wounded; and the lofs of the Dutch was proba-

bly greater. Admiral Zoutman, in the account of

the engagement tranfmitted by him to the ftadtholder,

faid, that his men " fought like lions;" and it was faid

by the Britifh admiral, in the account fent by h.im

to the admiralty, that" his majefly's officers and men
h^ehaved with great bravery, nor did the enemy fhow

lefs gallantry." The admiral of the Dutch fleet was

promotedjhonorary rewards were given to the principal

officers, and two months pay to the men, for their be-

haviour in this a6lion. When Admiral Parker's fleet

arrived at the Nore, his majefty, in order to tellify his

fenfe of his merit, went on-board his fhip, with the

avowed defign, as it is faid, of conferring on him the

honour of knighthood; but this the admiral thought

proper to decline; and it was generally fuppofed, that

this veteran officer was much difgufled that more fhips

)iad not been fent to him, for which he had applied,

and which he conceived might have been fpared, and

whereby he might have been enabled to obtain a com-
plete viftory.

An attempt made by Admiral Kempenfelt, with

thirteen fail of the line and four frigates, to intercept

a French fquadron and convoy carrying reinforce-

ments to the Eaft and Well Indies, concluded the na-

val enterprifes of this year. The Englifh admiral fell

in with the enemy on the 12th of December in a hard

gale of wind, and fucceeded in cutting off a part of

the convoy; but was obliged to relinquifh any farther

defign, on perceiving the enemy's force to confifl of

nineteen fail of heavy line of battle fhips, befides two
more armed en flute. About twenty of the prizes ar-

rived fafe in England; and their importance, being

all crouded with troops or heavy laden with flores and
provifions, ferved to excite the diffatisfa8.ion of the

Vol. VII. No. 139. LI pubUc
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public at the negligence of thofe who had not fup-

plied Kempenfelt with fuch a force, as would have
enabled hinn to take or deftroy the whole French
fleet and conyoy.
Though Lord North and his colleagues ftill pre-

ferved a tone of firmnefs, and carried feveral quef-

tions of fome moment relating to the ellimates, the

fupplies, and the neceffity of a new loan of thineen

millions and a half, with large majorities in the

houfe of commons, yet it was eafy to lee that his pow-
er was tottering, and could not be of long continu-

ance. In every debate introduced by the oppofition

for the avowed purpofe of condemning the conduct

of the war, the number of thofe who voted for the ex-

culpation of the miniltry, decreafed every day. A
motion of cenfure on the firft lord of the admiralty

brought forward by Mr. Fox foon after the Chriftmas

recefs, was reje6led by a majority of only 22; and even

that majority did not continuej but was reduced to

19 on the renewal of the fame motion in fubftance,

though a little varied in form, on the 20th of Fe-

bruary. At length on the 28th of March, 1782, the

new arrangement was announced to the houfe, and to

the public at large. The cabinet, formed under the

aufpices of the Marquis of Rockingham, and includ-

ing himfelf as firft commiffioner of the treafury, was

compofed of the Earl of Shelburne and Mr. Fox, whq
were appointed fecretaries of ftate; Lord Camden
prefident of the council; Duke of Grafton, privy

feal; Lord John Cavendifh, chancellor of the exche-

quer; Admiral Keppel, who was alfo created a vif-

cdunt, firft commiflioner of the admiralty; General

Conway, commander in chief of the forces; Duke of

Richmond, mafter-general of the ordnance; Lord
Thurlow, v/ho was continued in his office of lord

high chancellor; and Mr. Dunning, created Baron

Afhburton, and made chancellor of the duchy of

J^^npaftpr. fhe Duke of Portland fucceeded Lord
Carlifle
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Carlilie as lord-lieutenant of Ireland; Mr. Burke

Was conflituted paymafter of the forces; and Colonel

Barre, treafurer of the navy.

The firft bufinefs of national importance, brought

forward by the new miniftry, was the repeal of an a6t

paffed in the reign of George I. for fecuring the de-

pendency of Ireland, againft which the loudefl and

jufleft clamours had been raifed in that country.

This repeal, which paffed both houfes without oppo-

fition, was properly underftood as a virtual renuncia-

tion of the claim of legiflating for Ireland. The power

of fuppreffing or altering bills in the privy council, and

the perpetual mutiny bill, were the other grievancesj

of which the Irifh had made fome very urgent com-

plaints. As thefe points lay between the parliament

of Ireland and the king, they were affured, by the

lord-lieutenant, of his majefty's gracious intentions

to give his affent to aQs for abolilhing the obnoxious

power abovementioned, and for limiting the duration

of the mutiny aft to the term of two years. The Irifli

parliarhent and the whole nation were fo highly gra-

tified with the liberality of thefe conceffions, that a

vote of the houfe of commons in that kingdom palTed

unanimoiifly for raifing twenty thoufand feamen for

the fervice of the Britilh navy.

While thefe fteps were judicioufly taken to foothe

the difcontents and remove the jealoufies of the peo-

ple of Ireland, the new admini ft ration were not inat-

tentive to the means of acquiring popularity at home.

Bills for difabling revenue-officers from voting at elec-

tions, and excluding contraftors from the houfe of

commons, which had been repeatedly negatived in the

courfe of a few years, were now revived and paffed

with approbation and applaufe. Mr. Burke^s reforrm

bill was alfo brought forward a third time, in confe-

quence of a meffage from the king, recommending the

confideration of an effeftual plan of ceconoray

throughout all the branches of the public expenditure.

By this bill, which now paffed, though not without

Ll a fome
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fome warm oppofition in the houfe of lords, the

board of trade, the board of works, and the great

wardrobe,, were abolifhed, together with the office of

American fecretary of ftate, and many finecure ap-

pointments.

So far the new miniftry, though compofed of fome
difibnant and jarring principles, had conduced pub-
lie affairs with the appearance of perfcQ; harmony

;

but the death of the Marquis of Rockingham on the

ift of July threw their whole fyftem into the utmoft

diforder. On the day fucceeding his deceafe, the

Earl of Shelburne was declared firit lord of the trea-

fury. The acceptance of this high office, without any

previous communication with his colleagues, was con-

lidered by the Rockingham party as equivalent to a

declaration of political hoftility on the part of Lord
Shelburne. Mr. Fox immediately refigned the fcals

as fecretary of the northern department; Lord John
Cavendifh his office as chancellor of the exchequer;

the Duke of Portland his government of Ireland; a

few others their feats at the boards of treafury and
admiralty; and Mr. Burke his poft of paymaiter of

the army. In conlequence of their refignations, the

feals of the fouthern department were given to the

Earl of Grantham, and of the northern to Mr. Tho-
mas Townfhend, late fecretary at war: Sir George
Yonge fucceeded Mr. Townfhend: Colonel Barre

was made paymafter of the forces; and Mr. Dundas
•was appointed in his room treafurer of the navy : Lord
Temple fucceeded the Duke of Portland in the lord-

lieutenancy of Ireland; and Mr. William Pilt, fecond

fon of the late Earl of Chatham, was conftituted chan-

cellor of the exchequer.

Intelligence arrived early in the fpring, that Gene-

ral Murray, governor of Minorca, had been compel-

led, after a fiege of one hundred and feventy-one days,

to fur render that ifiand to the arms of his Catholic

- majefty, on the 8th of February, The news from

the
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the Wcfl: Indies were ftill more pregnant with difaC-

ters. The fuperiority of the French in that quarter

enabled them to attempt, and to execute almoft what-

ever they liked.—They recovered the Dutch fetile-

ments oF Demerary and Effequibo in the fird month

of the year. The old and valuable ifland of St. Chrif-

topher was doomed to be the next vittim to the cala-

mity of the times. A gallant attempt made by Admi-

ral Hood for its relief, and the admirable bravery of

the governor and garrifon proved inelic8ual. The
iflands of Nevis and Montferrat followed the fortune

of St. Chriilopher's, fo that of all the former pcffcITions

of Great Britain in the Weft Indies, none remained but

Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua. The defign againft

Jamaica, which had been often adopted, and as often

laid afide or deferred, was now revived with more
vigour and greater confidence of fuccefs than ever.

The Spaniards had a powerful fleet and a great body
of land-forces at Hifpaniola and Cuba, who were fur-

niflied with abundant provifion for war, and in readi-

nefs tojoin the Countde Gralfe in the attack upon that

ifland. ThejunSiion of the two fleets would have

amounted to fixty fliips of the line, and their military

force was no lefs formidable.

Sir George Rodney's arrival at Barbadoes with

twelve fail of the line on the 19th of February, and

his fubfequent junction with Sir Samual Hood's

fquadron, were fortunately decreed to break in upoa
the thread of this defign againft Jamacia. It was now
the Count de GrafTe's intention 'to avoid fighting, by
all poflible means, until he could join the Spanifh

fleet at Hifpaniola. With this view, the^ French left

the harbour of Fort Royal at day-break on the 8th of

April; and Rodney, who had the earlieft intelligence

of their movements, made the fignal for a general chafe.

Early the next morning he came up with the enemy
under Dominique, where the van of the Engliih en-

gaged the rear of the French; but the continued

caliViS
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calms prevented a general or clofe aclion. In tli«

morning of" the i ith a frefli gale fprung up, and the

chafe was renewed; and towards evening the head-

inofl fliips of the van gained (o much on one or two
of the enemy's ftips, damaged in the late aftion, that

the Count de Graffe thought it neceflary to beat-

down for the purpofe of protecting them^ Sir George
Rodney, who had eagerly watched and waited for this

opportunity, now manoeuvred the fleet with fuch

fldll, as to gain the windward of the enemy during the

night, and entirely to preclude their retreat. In this

men:iorabIe aftion, which began next morning the 12th

of April, the Britiih fleet confided of 36 fhips of the

line, and the French of 34, but higher rates with fupe-

rior weight of metal. The engagement commenced
at feven o'clock in the morning, and continued with

unremitting fury till half pall fix in the evening. It

is faid, that no other fignal was made by the admiral

but the general one for action, and that for clofe fight.

Sir George Rodney was on-board the Formidable, a

fhip of 90 guns; and the Count deGrafl'ewas on-board
the Ville de Paris, a fhip of 110 guns, which was a

prefent to the French king from the city of Paris.

In the courfe of the a6\ion,the Formidable fired nearly

eighty broadfides; and for three hours the admiral's

fhip was involved in fo thick a cloud of fmoke, that

it was almoft invifible to the oflBcers and men of the

reft of the fleet. The van divifion of the Briiifli fleet

was commanded by Sir Samual Hood, and the reat

divifion by Rear-admiral Drake; and both thefe offi-

cers greatly diftinguifhed themfelves in this important

aftion. But the decifive turn on this memorable day

\\'as given by a bold manoeuvre of the Formidablcj

which broke the French line, and threw them into con-

fufion. The firfl French fhip that flruck was the Cefar^

a 74-gun fhip, the captain of which fought nobly, and
fell in iheaftion. It is faid, that when flie flruck flie

had not a foot of canvas without a fliot-hole. Unfor^

tunatelyj
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calms prevented a general or clofe aQion. In th^

morning of the nth a frefli gale fprung up, and the

chafe was renewed; and towards evening the head-

mod fliips'of the van gained fo much on one or two
of the enemy's fhips, damaged in the late a£lion, that

the Count de Graffe thought it neceffary to beat-

down for the purpofe of protecting them; Sir George
Rodney, who had eagerly v;atched and waited for this

opportunity, now manoeuvred the fleet with fuch

flcill, as to gain the windward of the enemy during the

night, and entirelyto preclude their retreat. In this

memorable adion, which began next morning the 12th

of April, the Britiih fleet confided of 36 fiiips of the

line, and the French of 34, but higher rates with fiipe-

rior weight of metal. The engagement commenced
at feven o'clock in the morning, and continued with

unremitting fury till half pait fix in the evening. It

is faid, that no other fignal was made by the admiral

but the general one for action, and that for clofe fight.

Sir George Rodney was on-board the Formidable} a

(hip of goguns; and the Count de Graffe was on-board

the Ville de Paris, a fhip of 110 guns, which was a

prefent to the French king from the city of Paris,

In the courfeoftheaftion,the Formidable fired nearly

eighty broadfides; and for three hours the admiral's

fhip was involved in fo thick a cloud of fmoke, that

it was almoft invifible to the officers and men of the

refl of the fleet. The van divifion of the Britifli fleet

was commanded by Sir Samual fiood, and the rear

divifion by Rear-admiral Drake; and both thefe offi-

cers greatly diftinguifhed themfelves in this important

aftion. But the decifive turn on this memorable day

was given by a bold manoeuvre of the Formidable}

which broke the French line, and threw them into con-

fufion. The firfl French fliip that flruck was the Cefar^

a 74-gun fhip, the captain of which fought nobly, and
fell in theaftion. It is faid, that when fiie flruck (he

had not a foot of cany:as without a fiiot-hole. Unfor*

tunatelyi
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tunately, foon after (lie was taken pofleffioH of, (lie

took fire by accident, and blew up, when about two-

hundred Frenchmen perilhed in her, together with an
Englifl:j lieutenant and ten Englifh Teamen. But le

Glorieux and le Heflor, both 74 gun Ihips, were alfo

taken by the Britidi fleet; together with I'Ardent of

64 guns; and a French 74-gun fliip was alfo funk in

the engagement. It was a very clofe and hard-fought

aftion on both fides, but the French fleet was at length

totally defeated. It was almoft dark when the Ville

de Paris (truck, on-board which the Count de GrafTe

had fought very gallantly. P'ive thoufand five hundred
troops were onboard the French fleet, and the ha-

vock among thefe was very great, as well as among the

French feamen. The Britifli had 230 killed and

759 wounded. Captain Blair, who commanded the

Anion, and feveral other officers, were killed in the

aflion; and Lord Robert Manners, who commanded
theRefolution, died of his wounds on his return home.
On the 19th of the fame month, a fquadron which

was detached from the main fleet, under the command
pf Sir Samuel Hood, captured the Cato and the Ja-
fon, two French men of war of 64 guns each, and al-

fo I'Aimable of 32 guns and the Ceres of 18. About
the fame time alio the fleet under Admiral Barrington
took from the French, off" Ufliant, le Pegafe of 74
guns,rA.6lipnnaire of 64, and ten fail of vefTels under
their convoy.

It was univerfally allowed, that in this engagement
the French, notwithltanding their defeat, behaved with
the greateft valour. De Grafl'd himfelf did not fur-

render till 400 of his people were killed, and only him-
felf and two others remained without a wound. ' The
captain of the Cefar, after his enlign-ftaff was fhot
3way, and the (hip almoft battered to pieces, caufed
his colours to be nailed to the maft, and thus continued
fighting till he was killed. The veffe!, when taken,
\^'as a mere wreck. Other French officers behaved in

the
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the fame manner. The valour of the Britifli require^

no encomium; Jt was evident from their ruccefs.

This vife\ory vvasa very fortunate circumltance both
for the interell and reputation of the Britifli admiral,

Eefore this event, the new miniftry had appointed Ad-
miral Pigot to fuperfede him in the command in the

Well Indies; and it was undefllood, that they meant
to fet on foot a rigid inquiry into the tranfattions at

St. Euftaiius, But the fplendour of this vi6lory put
an end to all thoughts of that kind ; he received the

thanks of both houfes of parliament for his fervices^

and was created an Englifh peer, by the title of Ba-
roii Rodney, of Rodney-Stoke, in the county of So-
merfet. Sir Samuel Hood was alfo created Baron
Hood, of Catherington, in the kingdom of Ireland;

and Rear-admiral Drake, and Captain Affleck, were
created baronets of Great'Britain. Some attempts

were alfo made, in the houfe of commons, to procure

a vote of cenfure againit the new miniftry, for ha-

ving recalled Lord Rodney; but the motions made
for this purpofe were rejeQed by the majority.

The Count de Grafle, after his defeat, was received

on board the Barfleur man of war, and afterwards

landed on the ifland of Jamacia, where he was treated

with great refpeft. After continuing there fome time,

he was conveyed to England, and accommodated with

a fuite of apartments at the Royal Hotel in Pall-mall.

His fword, which he had delivered up, according to

the ufualcuftom, to Admiral Rodney, was returned to

him by the king. This etiquitte enabled him to ap-

pear at court, where he was received by their majef-

ties and the royal family in a manner fuitable to his

rank. From the time of his arrival in London to his

departure, which was on the 12th of Auguft 1782, he

was vifited by many perfons of the firft fafhion and
- diftintlion, and was much employed in paying vifits to

the great officers of ftate, and fome of the principal

nobility of the kingdqmj by whom he was entertained

ia
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in a very fiimptuoas and hofpitable ftyle. He re-

ceived, indeed, every mark, of civility which the Bri-

tifh nation could beltow; and was treated with much
refpe^ even by the common people, from the opi-

nion that was generally entertained of his valour and

merit.

Though the defigns of the French againft Jamaica

were now effcftually frulh-ated, the vidory was not

followed by thofe beneficial confequences which by

many were expefted. None of the Britifh iflands

which had been taken by the French in the Well In-

dies were afterwards recaptured; though it was hoped

that this would have been the refalt of our naval fu-

periority in thofe feas. It was alfo an unfortunate cir-

cumftance, that fome of thofe fliips which were taken

by Admiral Rodney were afterwards loft at fea: par-

ticularly the Ville de Paris, Glorieux, and He6lor. A
^ Britifh man of war, the Centaur, of 74 guns, was al-

fo funk in lat. 48. 33. Ion. 43. 20. on the 24th of

September 1782, in confequence of the difabled ftate

to which it was reduced by fome very violent ftorms.

Before the fliip funk, the officers and crew had fuf-

tained great hardfhips : molt of them at laft went down
with the fliip; but the lives of Captain Inglefield the

commander, and ten other officers and feamen, were
preferved by their getting on-board a pinnace. But
even this was leaky; and when they went into it they

xvere nearly in the middle of the Weftern ocean, without

compafs, quadrant, great coat, or cloak ; all very thinly

clothed, in a gale of wind, and with fcarcely any pro-
vifions. After undergoing extreme hardffiips and
fatigues for 16 days, ib^y at length reached the ifland

of Fayall, one of the Azores. They were fo much
reduced by want of food and incefiant labour that, af-

ter they had landed, fome of the ftouteft men belong-
ing to the Centaur were obliged to be fupported
through the llreets of Fayall. The Jamaica home-
ward bound fleet were alio difperfed this year by a

Vol. VII. No. 135. Mm hurricane
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hurricane oft" the banks of Newfoundland, when the

Ramillies of 74 guns, and feveral merchantmen, foun-

dered.

The Britifh navy alfo fuflained, about this time, a
confiderable lofs at home, by the Royal George, of

1 00 guns, being overfet and funk at Ponfmouth. This

melancholy accident, which happened on the 29th of

Auguft, was occafioned by a partial heel being given

to the fiiip, widr a view to cleanfe and fweeten her;

but the guns on one fide being removed to the other,

or at leaft the greater part of them, and her lower

deck ports being not lafhed in, and th.s fhip thwarting

on the tide with a fqiiall from the north-well, it filled

\vith water, and flie funk in the fpace of about three

minutes. Admiral Kempenfelt, a very brave and me-
ritorious officer, other officers, upwards of 400 feamen

and 200 women, befides many children, perifhed it\

her.

Thus the profecution of the war feemed to be at-

tended with endlefs difaiiers and difficulties to all par-

ties. The fignal defeat above mentioned not only

fecured the ifland of Jamaica e{fe61ually from the at-

tempts of the French, but prevented them from enter-

taining any other projefl: than that of diftrelling the

commerce of individuals. In the beginning of May
an expedition was undertaken to the remote and inhof-

pitable regions of Hudfon's Bay ; and though no force

exiftedin that place capable of making any refinance,

a 74-gun fhip and two 36-gun frigates were employed

on the fervice. All the people in that part of the

world either fled or furrendered at the firfl fummons.
The lofs of the Hudfon's bay company, on this occa-

fion, amounted to 500,0001. but the humanity of the

French commander was confpicuous in leaving a fuffi-

cient quantity of provifions and flores of all kinds for

the ufe of the Britifh who had fled at his approach.

Another expedition was undertaken by the Spa-

piards io the Bahama iflands, where a like eafy con-

quefl
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queft was obtained. The ifland of^ Providence was de-

fended only by 360 men, who, being attacked by 5000$
could make reiirtance. A very honourable capitu-

lation was granted by the viQors, who likewife treat-

ed the garrifon with great kindnefs afterv/ards. Some
fettlements on the Mofqueto fhore were alfo taken by
the Spaniards: but the Bay-men, affiRed by their ne-

groes, bravely retook fome of them; and having form-

ed a little army with the Indians in thofe parts, headed

by Colonel Defpard, they attacked and carried the

pods on the Black River, making prifoners of about

8oo Spanifh troops. This was the Colonel Defpard

who afterwards blafted his fair fame by engaging in a

plot to murder the king and overturn the governmentj

for which he and fix others were executed Feb. 21,

1803. The great difafter which befel Spain, how-
-ever, was their failure before Gibraltar, which hap-

pened in the month of September 1782, with fuch

circumltances of horror and deftrutlion as evinced

the abfurdity of perfifting in the enterprife. Thus all

parties were taught that it was high time to put an end
to their conteits. The affair of Cornv/allis had filown

that it was impoffible for Britain to conquer America;
the defeat of de Grade had rendered the redu6lion of
the Briiifli pofleffions in the Weft Indies imprafticable

by the French; the final repulfe before Gibraltar, and
its relief afterwards iby the BritiOi fleet, put an end to

that favourite enterprife, in which almoft the whole
ftrength of Spain was employed; while the engage-

ment of the Dutch with Admiral Parker fhowed them
that nothing could be gained by 'a naval war with Bri-

tain.

As early as November 30, 1782, the articles of a
provifional treaty of peace were fettled betv/een Bri-

tain and America. By thefe it was Itipulated, that the

people of tli€ United States fhould continue to enjoy,

without moleftation, the right to take fifh ^f every
kind on the grand bank, and on all the other banks.

Mm 2 of
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of Newfoundland; and that they fliould likewife ex-

ercife and continue the lame privilege in tlie gulph of

St. Lawrence, arid at every other place in the Tea,

where the inhabitants uied heretofore to fifli. The in-

habitants of the United States were likewife to have

the liberty to take fifli .of every kind on fuch part of

the coall of Newfoundland as Britifh feamen fhall re-

fort to; but not to cure or dry them on that ifland.

They were alfo to pofTefs the privilege of fifliing oa
the coafts, bays, and creeks, of all tire other dominions

of his Britannic majerty in America; and the Ameri-
can fifliermen were permitted to cure and dry fifh in

any of the unfettled bays, harbours, and creeks, of

Nova Scotia, Magdalen iflands, and Labrador. But
it was agreed, that, after fuch places fliould be fetiledj

this right could not be legally put in pratlice withoU't

thfe confent of the inhabitants and proprietors of the

ground. It was accorded, that creditors upon either

fide fliould meet with no impediment in the profecu-

tion of their claims. It was contrafted that the con-

grefs fhoiild earnefUy recommend it to the legiflatttrex.

of the refpeftive ftates, to provide for the reftitution

of ail eilates and properties which' had been confifca-

ted, belonging to real Britifh fubjeSls, and of the e-

ifates and properties of perfons relident in dillri6is in

the pofleflion of his majeity's arms, and who had not

borne arms againil the United States. It was relblved,

that perfons of any other dcfcription fhould have free

liberty to go to any part whatfoever of any of the thir-

teen united ftates, and remain in it for twelve months
unraolefted in their endeavours to recover fuch of

their eitates, rights, and properties, as might not have

been confifcated; and it was concerted that the con-

grefs iiiould earnefilv recommend to the feveral ftates

a revilion of all a6ls or laws regarding the premifes,

io as to render them perfetlly conftftent, not only with

juftice and equity, but with that fpirit of conciliation

which, on die return of the, bleffings of peace, fhould

univerlally
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univerfally prevail. It was underftood that no future

coiitifcations fhould be made, nor profecutions com-
menced againlt any perfon,or body of men, on account

of the part which he or they had taken in the prefent

war; and that thofe who might be in confinement on

fuch a charge, at the time of the ratification of the

treaty in America, fhould be immediately fet at liber-

ty. It was concluded that there fliould be a firm and

perpetual peace between his Britannic majefty and the

United States; that all hoftilitics by fea and land fhould

immediately ceafe; and that prifoners on both fides

fhould be fet at liberty. It was determined that his

Britannic majelly fhould expeditioufly, and without

committing deftruBion of any fort, withdraw all his

armies, garrifons, and fleets, from every port, place,

and harbour, of the united itates. The navigation of

the river MiflifTippi, from its fburce to the ocean, was to

remain for ever free and open to the fubjedsof Great
Britain and the citizens of the United States. In fine,

it was agreed in the event, that if any place or territo-

ry belonging to Great Britain, or to the United States,

fliould be conquered by the arms of either before the

arrival of the provifional articles in America, itfnould

be reflored without compenfation or difficulty.

In the treaty between Great Britain and France, it

was agreed that Newfoundland fliould remain with

England, as before the commencement of the war;

and, to prevent difputes about boundaries, it was ac-

corded that the French fifliery fhould begin from Cape
St. John on the eaflern fide, and going round by the

north, fhould have for its boundary Cape Ray on the

weftern fide. The iflands of St. Pierre and Miquelon,
which had been taken in September 1778, were ceded
in full right to France. The French were to con-
tinue to fifh in the gulph of St. Laurence, conformably
to the fifth article of the treaty of Paris. The King
of Great Britain was to reflore to France the ifland of

St. Lucia, and to cede and guarantee to her that of

Tobago,
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Tobago. The King of France was to furrender to

Great Britain the iflands of Grenada and the Grena-

dines, St. Vincent, Dominica, St. Chriflopher's, Nevis,

and Montferrat. The river of Senegal and its de-

pendences, with the forts of St. Louis, Podor, Galam,
Arguin, and Portendic, were to be given to France;

and-the ifland of Goree was to be reftored to that pow-
er. Fort James and the river Gambia were guaran-

tied to his Britannic majelty; and the gum trade was
to remain in the fame condition as before the com-
mencement of boIliUties. The King of Great Britain

was to reftore to his mod Chriftian majefly all the

ellablifhments which belonged to him at the breaking

out of the war on the coaft of Orixa and in Bengal^

with the liberty to furround Chandernagor with a

ditch for draining the waters ; and became engaged to

fecure to the fubjefts of France in that part of India,

and on the coafts of Orixa, Coromartdel, and Mala-

bar, a fafe, free, and independent trade, either as pri-

vate traders, or under the dire6Hon of a company.
Pondicherry, as well as Karical, was to be rendered

back to France; and his Britannic majefty was to give

asa dependency round Pondicherry the twodidriftsof

Valanour and Bahour; and as a dependency round

Karical, the four contiguous Magans. The French
wfere again to enter into the poffefTion of Mahe, and

of the comptoir at Surat. The allies of France and

Great Britain were to be invited to accede to the pre-

JTent pacification; and the term of four months was to

•fee allowed them, for the purpofe of making their de-

cifion. In the event of their averfion from peace, no
affiftanceon either fide was to be given to them. Great

Britain renouncedevery claim with rcfpeft to Duifkirk.

Commiffioners were to be appointed refpeftively by

the two nations to inquire into the ftate of their com-
merce, and to concert new. arrangements of trade on
the footing of mutual convenience. All conquefts

on eidier fide, in any part of the world whatfoevei-j

not
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not mentioned nor alluded to in the prefent treaty,

were to be reftored without difficulty, and without re-

quiring compenration. The prifoners upon each fid^

were reciprocally to be furrendered, and without ran-

fom, upoji the ratification oF the treaty, and on paying

the debts they might have contrafted during their

captivity. Each crown was refpe6lively to rcimburfe

the fums which had been advanced for the mainte-

nance of their prifoners by the country where they

had been detained, according to attefled and authen-

tic vouchers. With a view to prevent every difpate

and complaint on account of prizes which might be

made at fea after the hgning of the preliminary ar-

tides, it was mutually fettled and underftood, that the

veffels and effefts which misrht be taken in the Chan-

nel, and in the North Seas, after the fpace of twelve

days, to be computed from the ratification of the pre-

fent preliminary articles, were to be reftored upon
each fide; that the term (hould be one month from

the Channel and the North Seas, as far as the Canary-

iflands inclufively, whether in the ocean or the Me-
diteranean; tv;o months from the Canary iflands as

far as the equino6lial line or equator ; and laftly,

five months without exception in all other parts of

the world.

Thefe preliminary articles of peace were concluded
at Verfailles on the 20th of January 1783, between
Mr. Alleyne Fitzherbert, minilter plenipotentiary on
the part of his Britannic majefty, and Charles Gravier,

comte de Vergennes, the minilter plenipotentiary on
the part of the King of France. At the fame time the

preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain

and Spain were alfo concluded at Verfailles between
Mr. Fitzherbert and the Comte dAranda, the minifter

plenipotentiary forthe Spanifh monarch. It was agreed
that a fincere friendfliip fliould be le-eliablifhed be-

tween his Britannic majelly and his Catholic majefty,

tjieir kingdoms, ftates, and fubjeds by fea and land in

all
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jail p>arts of the world. His Catholic majefty was to

keep the ifland of Minorca; and was to retain WeH,
Florida. Eafl Florida was to be ceded to him by
the King of Great Britain. Eighteen months from the

date of the ratification of the definitive treaty were to

be allowed to the fubjeds of the latter who had fettled

in the ifland of Minorca and in the two Fioridas, to

fell their ellates, to recover their debts, and to tranf-

port their perfons and effects, without being reftrained

upon account of their religion, or on any other pre-

tence whatfoever except that of debts and profecu-

tions for crimes. His Britannic majefty was, at the

fame time, to have the power to caufe all the effefts

that might belong to him in Eaft Florida, whether
artillery or others, to be carried away. The liberty of
cutting logwood in a diflrift of which the boundaries
were to beafcertained, without modeftation or diltur-

bance of any kind whatfover, was permitted to Great
Britain. The Ki.)g of Spain was to reftore the iflands

of Providence, and the Bahamas, without exception,

in the condition in which they were when they were
conquered by bis arms. All other conquefts of terri-

tories and countries upon either fide, not included in

the prefent articles, were to be mutually reftored with-

out difficulty or compenfation. The epoch for the

reftitutions to be made, and for the evacuations to take

place, the regulations for the releafe of prifoners, and
for the ceJiaiion of captures, were exadly the fame as

thofe which have already been related, as ftipulatedin

the preliminary articles with France.

No fooner were thefe articles ratified and laid be-

fore parliament, than the moft vehement declamations

againit minillry took place. Never had the adminif-

tration of Lord North himfelfbeen arraigned with

more afperity of language. The miniftry defended
themfelves with great refblution ; but found it im.pof-

lible to avoid thecenfure of parliament. An addrefs

without any amendment was indeed carried in the

houfe



WARS OF ENGLAND. 281

hoLife oF lords by 72 to 59; but in the lower houfe it

was loft by 224 to 208. On the 21ft of February,

1783, fome irefolutions were moved in the houfe of
commons by Lord George Cavendifh, of which the

moft remarkable were, that the concedions made by
Britain were greater than its adverfaries had a right

toexpeft; and that the houfe would take the cafe of
the American loyalifts into confideration. The lad

motion indeed his lordfhip confented to wave; but

all the reft were carried againft miniftry by 207 to

190. Thefe proceedings, however, could make no
alteration with regard to the treaty, which had already

been ratified by all the contending powers, the Dutch
only excepted. The terms offered them were a re-

newal of the treaty of 1674: which, though the moft
advantageous they could poffibly expeQ, were pofi-

tively refufed at that time. Afterwards they made an
offer to accept the terms they had formerly refufed;

but the compliment was then returned by a refufal on
the part of Britain. When the preliminary articles

were fettled with the courts of France and Spain, a
fufpenfion of arms took place; with Holland alfo; but,

though the defip.itive treaties with the other powers
were finally concluded by the 3d of September, it

was not till then that the preliminary articles were
fettled with Holland. The terms were a general ref-

tltution of all places taken on both fides during the

war, excepting only the fettlement of Negapatriam
in the Eaft Indies, which was to remain in the hands
of Britain, unlefs the equivalent was given on the part

of Holland. The navigation of the eaftern feas wag
to remain free andunmclefted to all theBritiOi fiiipping.

The other articles concerned only the exchange of
prifoners, and fuch other matters as are common to all

treaties. ^•

Thus afi end was put to the moft dangerous war in

which Britain was ever engaged; and in which, not-

withftanding the powerful combination againft her,

Vol, VIL No. 139. N n ftie
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fhe ftill remained in a ftate of fuperiority to all her

enemies. At that time, and ever fince, it has appeared,

how much the politicians were miflaken who imagined

that the profperity of Britain depended in a great mea-"

fure on her colonies : though for a number of years

Ihe had not only been deprived of thefe colonies, but

oppofed by them with all their force; though attacked

at the fame time by three of the greatefl powers in

Europe, and looked upon with an invidious eye by all

the reft; the damages done to her enemies ftill greatly

exceeded thofe fhe had received. Their trade by fea

was almoft ruined ; and on comparing the lofs of fhips

on both (ides, the balance in favour of Britain was 28

fhips of the line and 37 frigates, carrying in all near

2COO guns

Having thus given as full an account as our limits

would allow of the great national events to the conclu-

fion of the peace in 1783, we.fhall now give a detail

of fome others, which though of fufficient importance

to deferve notice, could not without interrupting the

narrative. It has repeatedly been obferved, that thro'

the violence of parties, a general temper of diftrufl and

fufpicion took place throughout the nation, infomuch

that the molt improbable itories with refpeft to indi-

viduals began to gain credit, of which an inftance was

given in the cafe of Mr. Sayre. From certain circum-

itances, however, it appeared, that there undoubtedly

were perfons in the kingdom who wifhedif pofTibleto

deilroy the national (trength in fuch a manner as to

render it impolfible for us to make head againft the

attempts of our enemies. On the 8th of December
J 776, a fire broke out in the ropehoufe of the dock-

yard at Portfmouth, which totally confumed it, but

without doing any very material damage. For fome

time the affair pafTed as an accident; but in clearing

away the rubbifh, a tin-box was found with a wooden
bottom containing niatches which had been lighted,

and underneath was a vefTel with fpirit of wine: how-
ever.
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ever, the fire not having been properly fupplied with

air, had extinguiflied of itfelf before it touched the

fpirit of wine- Had it caught fire, all the {lores in

the ftorehoufe, fufficient to rig out 50 fail of men of

war, would have been deltroyed. In the beginning of

the year 1777, a fire happened at Brillol, which

confumed fix or feven warehoufes; and by the findinj^

of machines fimilar to thofe already mentioned, it was

evident that the fire had not been accidental. The
terror of the public was now greatly increafed, and

the molt violent accufations againft each other were

thrown out by the minillerial and popular parties.

On this point, however, they foon came to a right

underftanding, by the difcovery of the author of all

this mifchief. This was one James Aitken, alias

John the Painter, a native of Edinburgh. Having

been from his early years accuftomed to a vagrant

life, to which indeed his profefiion naturally led him,

he had gone through many different adventures. He
had enlifted as a foldier, deferted, and, when pinched

by \yant, made no fcruple of betaking himfelf to the

highway, or committing thefts. Having traverfcd a

great part of America, he there imbibed the preju-

dices againll Britain to fuch a degree, that he at fall

took the extraordinary refolution of fingly overturning

the whole power of the nation. This he was to ac-

complifli by fetting on Ere the dockyards at Portf-

mouth and Plymouth, and afterwards ihe principal

trading towns of the nation. With this view, he in-

fpefted with the utmoll care thoffe docks and other

places on which his attempts were to be made, m order

to learn with what care they were guarded. This he

found in general as negligent as he could wifii; and

indeed had he not been fome way or other very defi-

cient in the conIlru6lion of his machines, he muft cer-

tainly have done a great deal of mifchief: for, as his

attempts were always difcovered by finding his ma-
N n 2 chines,
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chines, it was apparent that he had met with abundance

of opportunities.

For fome tiaie the affair at Ponfmouth pafl'ed, as

has already been mentioned, for an accident. It was
foon recoliefted, however, that a perfon had been

feen loitering about the rope-houfe, aiid had even been

locked up one night in it; that he had worked as a

ipainter, and taken frequent opportunities of getting

into thathoufe, &c. 1 hefe circumiUnces exciting ^
fufpicion that he was the incendiary, he was traced to

different places, and at lafl found in a prifon, to which

he had been committed for a burglary. On his ex-

amination, however, he behaved with fuch affurance

and apparent confcioufnefs of innocence, as almod
difconcerted thofe who thought him guilty. At lafl

he was deceived into a confeffion by another pain-

ter, who was likewife an Anierican, and pretended

to compaffionate his cafe. Thus evidence was pro-

cured againd him: but he maintained his character

to the very lad; reje6ling and invalidating the tefti-

mony of his falfe friend, on account of his bafenefs

and treachery. He received his fentence with great

fortitude; and at length not only confeffed his guilt,

but left fbme direflions for preventing the dock-yards

and magazines from being expofed to the like danger

in time to come.
Thus it appeared that the whole of this alarm of

treafon and American incendiaries was owing to the

political enthufiafm of one man. Still, however, it

appeared that the French court were very well ac-

quainted with many particulars relating to the flate

of this kingdom, and the movements of our fquadrons,

which ought by all means to have been kept fccret.

Thefe treacherous proceedings were firft detefted in

the month of June 1780. One Ratcliffe, mailer of a

cutter, gave information that he had been hired b,y

one Mr. Rogere to carry packets to France, for

which he was to be paid 20I. each time, and to have

xooL
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iool. befides, at a certain period. Apprehending at

lad, however, that he might incur fome danger by
continuing this employment, he gave information of

what was going on to one Mr. Steward, a merchant

at Sandwich, by wiiom his laft packet was carried to

the fecretary of f\ate. After being opened and fealed

up again, it was returned, and he was directed to

carry it to France as formerly. This was the fate

of feveral fuccceding packets, though it was fome
time before Ratclifte faw the principal party concern-

ed. At laft this was accomplifhed by his complain-

ing to Mr. Rogere that he had not been paid the lOol.

according to promife. A meeting being thus pro-

cured, it was found that the perfon who gave intelli-i

gence to the enemy was one M. Henry de la Motte,
a French gentleman then rehding in London. On
fearching his houfe, no papers of any confequence
were found; but on his arrival, he being abfent when
the meflengers firft arrived, he threw fome out of his

pocket, unperceived by any body, as he thought.

The papers, however, were taken up by the meflen-

gers, and gave plain indications not only of a treafon-

abie correfpondence with the enemy, but that he was
connefted with one Henry Lutterloh, Efq. a Ger-
man, who then refided at Wickham near Portfmouth.
This perfon being alfo apprehended, not only made a
full difcovery of the treaionable correfpondence with

France, but gave abundant proofs of himfelf being
one of the moil depraved and hardened of all man-
kind, loft to every fenfation excepting the defire of
accumulating wealth. His evidence, however, and
other ftrong circumftances, were fufficient to convid
M.de la Motte, who wasaccordingly executed, thouoh
the king remitted that dreadful part of his lentence
of having his heart taken out alive, &c. During his

^rial, and on every other occafion, he behaved in luch
a manner as fliowed him to be an accompliflied gentle-

man;
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man; and not only excited the compaffion, but the

admiration, oF every one who faw him.

During the whole courfe of the war, only one other

perfon was detefted in any aft of treafon; and he ap-

pears to have been aftuated merely by mercenary mo-
tives, though La Motte and John the Painter proba-

bly aQed from principle. This was one David Tyrie,

a native of Edinburgh. Having been bred in the

mercantile line, and engaged in a number of fpecula-

tions with a view to gain money, in all of which he

difcovered confiderable abilities, he at lad engaged in

the dangerous one of conveying intelligence to the

French of the fhips of war fitted out in Britain, the

time of their failing, Sec. For this he was appre-

hended in February 1782. The difcovery was made
by means of one Mrs. Aflvcw, who paffed for his wife,

having delivered a bundle of papers in a hurry to a

fchool millrefs, and defiring her not to fhow them to

any body. Inftead of this, however, fhe not only in-

fpeded them herfelf, but fiiowed them to another, by
whom they -were fentto the fecretary at war. By this,

and another packet difcovered by William James, who
had been employed to carry it to France, Tyrie was

convi6led and executed in the month of Auguft 1782.

He behaved with great refolution, and at lall fliowed

rather an indecent levity and unconcern, by laughing

at the place of execution. The fentence not only took

place in the dreadful manner appointed by law, but

the crowd behaved with the raoR fiiameful and unex-

ampled barbarity. " Such (fays the accounts of his

execution) being the fingular conduB of many who
were near the body, that happy was he who could

procure a finger, or fome veftige of the criminal !"

—

This unhappy man, while in prifon, had, with his

companions, contrived a method of efteBing their

efcape, by working through a brick-wall three feet

thick, and covering the hole vviih a plank coloured"

like the bricks; but the fcheme was difcovered by the

imprudence
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imprudence of Tyrie himfelf afliing the keeper how
thick the wall was.

On the whole, it appears, that notwithRandng the

exceffive altercation and virulence of parties, which

even w^ent to fuch a length as to produce duels between

fbme members of parliament, neither the one nor the

other entertained any defigns againft what they be-

lieved to be the true interell of the nation. The one

feem to have regarded its honour too much, and been

inclined to facrifice even its exiltenceto that favourite

notion: the other perhaps regarded the national ho-

nour too little ; as indeed no advantageous idea could

have been formed of the fpirit of a nation which could

fubmit to grant its colonies independence without any

flruggle. The event, however, has fliown that the

lofs of the colonies, fo far from being a difadvantage,

has been the very reverfe. The commerce of Britain,

inftead of being dependent on America, arrived at

a much greater height than ever, and the confequent

increafe of wealth, could we have avoided the ruinous

war in which we have lately been engaged, might by
this time have enabled the nation to free itfelf from
that enormous debt, great part of which had been
contrafted, firlt in defending, and then attempting to

conquer, the colonies.

1783. During the coalition adminiftration, while

Mr. Fox and Lord North were joint fecretaries of
ftate, Mr. Pitt brought forward (May 7th) a fpecific

plan for adding one hundred members to the countieM
and abolifhing a proportionable number of the buT*"

gage tenure and other fmall and obnoxious boroughs.
The revival of this important fubjed, which had
deeply agitated the public mind, produced an anima-
ted debate; in the courfe of which, the difcordant fen-

timents of minifters did not fail to awaken afrefh the

refentment of the houfe againfl the '' iil-ftarred coa-
lition."

Lord
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Lord North, in a ftrain of allufive pleafantry de-

clared, " That, while fome with Lear demanded an

hundred knights, and others with. Goneril were fatis-

fied with fifty, he with Regan exclaiiyied, No, not

ONE." His lordfhip, entering into a graver and

more argumentative vein, proceeded to deny, «' that

the houfe of commons had not its full and pro-

per weight in the fcale of government; his political

life was a proof that it had. It was parliament that

made him a minifter. He came amongft them with-

out connexion. It was to them he was indebted for

his rife, and they had pulled him down; he had been
the creature of their opinion, and of their power; his

pohtical career was confequently a proof of their

independence; the voice of the commons was fuffi--

cient to remove whatever was difpleafing to the fenii-

ments and wifhes of the country; and in fuch a fitua-

lion io parade about a reform was idle, unneceflary,

, inexpedient, and dangerous."

Mr. Fox, whofe opinion on this great national

queftion was totally irreconcileable with that of his

brother fecretary's, very honourably for himfelf, pre-

ferred the confiftency of public charatler to every

confideration, either of private friendfhip or parlia-

mentary attachments.

While the difcuffion of this important fubjctl ex-

pofcd the abfurdity of the coalition; it is very re-

markable that it paved the way for another in every

view certainly as fingular and extraordinary. The
lord advocate for Scotland, Mr. Dundas, who had all

along diftinouiflied himfelf by his zeal for high pre--

rogative, fufpended upon the prefent occafion his na-

tural fentiments, became at once a convert to the doc-

trine of i-eform, and afferted his entire approbation of

Mr. Pitt's refolutions. He ftood up boldly the ad-

vocate of the peop'e, and affirmed, " that the yielding

to their wiflies would be the happieft means of putting

an end to their complaints; and would certainly give

a
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a frefh infufion of fine blood into the conftitution of
the houfe of conmions." Though the lord advocate

and Mr. Pitt had been in office together during the

fliort-lived Shelburne admitiiflration, they had conti-

nued until now rather fliy than familiar, but this un-

expected fupport and- patriotic efFufion eiTetied a cor-

dial and lulling uiuon between thofe two celebrated

characters. But after all the fupport Mi". Pitt's mo-
tion and refoluiions met with, they were lolt by a ma-
jority of 2()3 to 149.

Whatever may be the language or views of party,

it muft be evident to every impartial mind intereded

in the welfare of Britain, that the houfe of commons
is far from anfwering all the falutary ends of its in-

ititution. While it is admitted that mod of the bo-

roughs are the property of individuals, who can onlv

look to the crown for honours and emoluments; the

minifter muft pofTcfs a power in the houfe of com-
mons incompaii'^le with the general interefts of the

people. No political truth has been more completely

afcertaincd by experience than this; and the bold
affertion of Lord- North, " that his adminiftration

was a proof of the independence of the houfe of
commons," might perhaps have had fome degree of
weight, could it be loit to the public recolleflion,

that the noble lord was originally advanced to the

premierfliip by the fiat of the executive poiuer^ and was
continued in ofRce, during the firll and lalt years of
his adminiftraiion at lead, by the influence of the fame
power, in daring contrariety to the clear, unanimous,
and decided, fenfe of the nation. His lordfhip's

compuUive refignation at laft, proved only that there

are limits, beyond which, even thecomplailknce of the

rcprefentative body does not extend.

Mr. Pitt having failed in his atrempt to improve
the conftitution oF the houfe of commons, Mr. Alder-
man Sawbridge brought forward, May 16, his mo-
tion for fliortening the duration of parliaments. The
motion was feconded by Alderman Bull, and warmly
Vol. VI I. No. 14c. O o fupported
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fapported by the Earl of Surrey and others, but was
loft by a majority of 123 to 56.

In the courfe of the fummer, the king, by virtue of
an aQ pafied for that purpole, Kfued an order in

council, limiting the commerce between the conti-

nent of America and the Britifh Wefl-Incia ilLinds

to fliips Britifli-built. This was comformable to the

grand principle on which the aQ: of navigation was

originally founded; and, though this reftridion gave

extreme offence to the inhabitants of the United States,

,they had certainly no juft rtafon to complain, as they

could have no polhble right to claim the advantages

of dependence and independence at one and the fame

time.

On the 18th of November, Mr. Fox moved for

leave to bring in a bill for veiling the affairs of the

Eaft-India compatiy in the hands of certain commif-

iioners, for the benetii of the proprietary and the pub-

lic. The plan propofed by Mr. Fox, was marked
with all the charaBerillics of his ardent, daring, and

luminous, mind. The total derangement of the finan-

ces of the company, and their uitcr incompetency to

govern the valt territories of which they had by very

queftionable means obtained the poffeffion, was too

evident to admit of contradiction. The evil was no-

torious, and difficult indeed was the vafk of deviling

an adequate remedy. This famous bill propofed to

take at once from the direftors and proprietors, the

entire adminiftration, both of their territorial and com-
mercial aftdirs; and to veil the management and di-

reBion of them in the hands of feve.) coinmifTioners

named in the bill, and irremovable by V.^c crown, ex-

cept in cbnfequence of an addrefs of either houfe of

parliament. Thefe commiifioners were to be affilled

by a fubordinate board of nine directors, to be named
in the firft inftance, by parliament, and afterwards

chofen by the proprietors. I'hefe commifTioners and
direftors were impowered to enter immediately into

poifcflion of all lands, tenements, books, records, vef-

fels,
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Fels, goods, merchandize, and fecurities, in truft for

the CO npany. They were required to come to a de-

ciiion upon every quedion within a limited time, or

to afljgn a fpecihc realbn for their delay. They were

never to vote by ballot, and they were almolt in all

cales to enter upon their journals the reafons of their

vote. They were to fubmit once in every hx months
an exa8: Hate of their accounts to the court of pro-

prietors, and at the beginning of every feffion to pre-

fent a (tatement of their affairs to both houfes of par-

liament. This bill, which vefted the government in

conimiffioners, was to continue in force four years,

that is, till the year after the next general election. It

was accompanied by a fecond bill, enabling very ex-

cellent, wife, and equitable, regulations for the future'

government of the Britilh territories in Hindooltan.

It took from the governor-general all power of act-

ing independently of his council. It declared every

exilting Britidi power in India incompetent to the

acquihtion or exchange of any territory in behalf of
the company;— to the acceding to any treaty of par-

tition;—to the hiring out the company's troops; to

the appointment to office of any perfon removed for

mifdemeanour;—and to the hiring out any property

to any civil fervant of the company. It prohibited

all monopolies; and alio declared every illegal pre-

fent recoverable by any perfon for his own fole be-

nefit. But that part of the prefent bill, upon which
the principal value Teemed to be placed by its author,

related to the Zemindars, or native landholders, whom
it employed elledual means to fecure in the poflef-

fion of their refpeclive inheritances, and to defend
from opprefiion. It particularly endeavoured to

preclude all vexations and nfurious claims that might
be made upon them. It therefore prohibited mort-
gages, and fubjetted every doubful claim to the ex-
amination and cenfure of the commifiioners.

It is fcarcely poHible to conceive the aftonifhment

excited in the houfe of 'commons bv the difclofure002' of
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of this fyPieiY\. It was efpoufed with zeal and euihii-

fiafm by the friends of the minificr; and it was at-

tacked by his opponents with all the vehemence of in-

dignaiion, and all the energy of invetiivc. It was on

one hde of the houfe extolled as a malter-piece of ge-

nius, virtue, and ability; -while on the other it was

reprobated as a deep and dangerous defign, fraught

with mifchief and ruin. Mr. Pitt diflinguiflied him-

felf on this occafion as a formidable adverfary of the

minifl:er. He acknowledged, " that India indeed

wanted a reform, but not fuch a reform as this; it

•^vanted a conjlitutional alteration, and not a tyrannicdl

one, that broke through every principle of equity and

juftice. By the bill before the houfe an attack was

made on the mod folemn charters : it pointed a fatal

blow againft the faith and integrity of parliament: it

broke through every tie by which man was bound fo

man. The principle of this bill once eftablifhcd,

what fecurity had the other public compaiiies of the

kingdom? What fecurity had the bank of England?

What fecurity bad the national creditors, or the pub-

lic corporations ? Or indeed, what afTurance could

we have for the Great Charter itfelf, the foun-

dation of all our liberties? it would be folly in the

extreme to fuppofe, that the principle, once admitted,

\vould operate only on the prefent occafion. Good
principles might deep, but bad ones never. It was

the curfe of focicty, that when a bad principle was

once eflablifhed, bad men would always be found to

give it its full effetl. The right-honourable mover

bad acknowledged himfelf to be a man of ambition,

and it now appeared that he v.'as prepared to facrifice

the king, the parliament, and the people, at the flirine

of his ambition. He defired to elevate his prefent

conne8ions to a fituation in which no polidcal con-

vuliions, and no variations of power, might be able

to deltroy their importance, aud terminate their al-

cendency."
On
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On the other hand, Mr. Fox with aftonifliing elo-

quence and ability vindicated the bill. To the charge

of violating the company's charter; lie replied, ihatcer-

tainly pcrlons who talked thus had never read the other

a6l by which the company's charters had been again and
again altered 10 a great extent. The regulating aCt

of 1773? had efFttled various changes, and had given

the whole military and civil government to parlia-

mentary commiffioners in India. The different ads
by which the dividends of the company had been re-

llrained, had pointed dire6lly at their commercial con-

cerns, and affected their property. He had been
warned by his opponents againil palliatives and half-

meafures; and he ftiould be glad to hear how it was
poffibl^ to adapt a new fyftem by parliamentary au-

thoritv, without ftriking at thofe charters, which en-
tilled the company to continue the old one. He had
adverted to the plea of neceffity; and it was objected
to him, that neceflity was the creed of flaves. He
would tell thofe objeftors, that it was alfo the creed
of freemen. Every {yllable that "had been uttered

refpeding the intangibility of claims made venerable

by prefcripfion and parchments, v^as a battery againft

the main pillars of ti-e Britilli conftitution. He
would riflv (he faid) his all upon the excellence of this

bill. He would rifk upon it whatever was mod dear
to him, whatever men moll valued, the charaQer of
integrity, of talents, ofhonour, of prefent reputation

and future fame:— thefe he would flake upon thecon-
(litutional fafety, the enlarged policy, the equity and
wifdom of the meafure. Whatever therefore might
be the fate of its authors, he had no fear that it would
produce to this country every bleinng of commerce
and revenue; and by extending a generous and hu-
mane government over thofe millions whom the in-

Icrutable difpenfations of providence had placed under
Us in the remotefi: regions of the earth; it would con-
iecrate the name of England among the noblelt nations.

While
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While the bill was pending in the commons, a pe-

tition was prefented by the Eaft India company, re-

prefenting the meafure as fiibveriive of their cliartcr,

and operating as a confifcation of their property

without charging againfl; tb;em any fpecific delin-

quency; without trial, without conviclion; a pro-

ceeding contrary to the nnoft facred privileges of

Britilh fubjefts; and praying to be heard by counfel

againll the bill. The city of London alfo took the

alarm, and prefented a ftrong petition to the fame ef-

fect. But it was carried with uncommon rapidity

through all its ftages in the houfe of commons by

decifive majorities, the divifion on the fecond read-

ing being 217 to 103 voices. In the houfe of lords,

the fecond reading took place on the 15th of Decem-
ber, when counfel was heard at the bar in behalf of

the company: and on the 17th it was moved that the

bill be rejefted. On this occahon Lord Can)den

fpoke with great ability againll the bill, which his lord-

fhip affirmed to be " in the highed degree pernicious

and unconititutional. To divell the company of the

management of their own property, and conunercial

concerns, was to treat them as ideots; and i;e re-

garded the bill, not fo much in the light of a com-
mifiion of bankruptcy as of lunacy. But as a means

of throwinsj an enormous addition of weii^ht into \hco ..... *^

fcale, not of legal, but minilienal influence, it was

ftill miOre alarmmg. Were this bill to pafs into a

law, his lordfhip forcibly declared, we ihould fee the

KincT of England and the Kim; of Ben^^al conicndint^

for fuperiority in the Britifh parliment." After a

vehement debate, the motion of rejettjon was carried

by 95 againll 76 voices.

Such was the concluding fcene of the coalition ad-

miniftraiion, from whofe vigour its partifdus had con-

ceived the moil fanguine hopes; and whofe Itrength

had been reprefented by its enemies fo vaft arid irre-

fiiliblcj as would in its progref:> break down all the

barriers
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barriers of the conftitution. As the firft divifions in

the upper houfe were favourable to this bill, it will

naturally be imagined that fuch a fudden and remark-
able change of fentimcnt, mud have been occafioned
by the intervention of fome powerful caufe, adequate
to fo extraordinary and unexpected an effe6t: and,
as the foliition of this phenomenon will ferve as a
key to fubfequent tranfactions of fome importance, it

particularly merits infertion. On the 11th of De-
cember, Earl Temple (at prefent Marquis of Buck-
ingham) had a conference with his majeity, which ap-
pears principally to have turned on the bill then pen-
ding in parliament. Though it was generally be-
lieved that the moft entire cordiality and confidence
on all points did not fublill between the king and his

miniders, yet upon this meafure they had obtained
his concurrence. It was probably the language that

bad been held by fome of the members in the houfe
of commons, u'ho, in the heat of debate had afferted,

that, if the bill palTed into a law, the crown would be
no longer worth wearing, that firll excited doubts in

the royal bread. Earl Temple, however, in the con-
ference alluded to, having clearly and fully explained
his ideas on the nature and tendency of the bill, the
lovercign became at once a complete convert to the
views and fydem of oppofition: he confidered him-
felf as having been duped and deceived by his con-
fidential fervants. A card was immediately written,
dating, " that his majedy allowed Earl Temple to fay,

that whoever voted tor the India bill was not not his
friend, but would be confidered by him as his enemy.
And if thefe words were not drong enough, Earl
Temple might ufe whatever words he might deem
drongerormore to the purpofe."
An entire change of adminidration was therefore at

all hazards determuied upon; and accordingly at inid-
11 ghL 01, the 18th of December, aroyal medagewas fent
to the fccretarics of date, demanding the feals of their

feveral
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feveral departments, and at the fame time direQing

that they fhould be delivered to the fovereign by the

under lecretaries, as a perfonal interview would be

difagreeble. Early next morning letters of difmii-

iion, figned Temple, were Tent to the other members
of the cabinet. In a few days after, Mr. Pitt was de-

clared firil lord of the treaiury, and chancellor of
the>exchequer; the Marquis of Carmarthen, and Mr.
Thomas Townfhend, created Lord Sydney, were no-

minated fecreiaries of ftatej Lord Thuriow was rein-

llated as lord chancellor; Earl Gower as prefident of

the council; the Duke of Rutland was conftituted

lord privy feal; Lord Howe placed at the head of

the admiralty; and the Dukeof Richmond of the ordi-

nance. The Earl of Northingion was recalled from
his government of Ireland, to which Lord Temple,
who had retained the feais of fecretary only three

days, was again appointed to fucceeded. On the

25th of March 1784, the parliament was diffblved by
proclamation, and a new parliament convened to

meet on the 18th of May.
As the general election was, in faft, an appeal to the

fenfe of the nation upon an extraordinary occafion,

.fo the decifion of the people was fully and explicitly

in favour of the new minilters. The influence of the

crown, being evidently combined with the inclination

of the country, the eifeft produced was aftonifhing.

The coalitionilts, even thole v;ho once ftood highelt

in the eftimation of the public, were almoft every

where thrown out. But the mofl diftinguifhed con-

teft was that of the ele8ion for the city of Weftmin-
fter ; where the parties maintained a long and violent'

ftruggle, almoft as memorable as a batde between con-

tending nations. Mr. Fox, however, to the furprile

of all, clofed the poll with a majority of 235; but

the high bailiff, by a fcandalous partiality, refufed to

make the return in his favour, for which an aftion was

afterwards
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afterwards brought by Mr. Fox, in the court of king's

bench, and a verdict with large damages obtained.

The meeting of parliament took place on the 18th

of May; and from this term we may date the com-
mencement of the parliamentary exiltence of admi-

niflration. The remainder of the ia(J fcffion may ra-

ther be faid to have been fpent jn a conteft about

places and power, than in the charaflerilHc exertions

of a regular government. The new 'mini flers had

now completed their arrangements; they had obtained

every advantage of fituaiion; and had leifare to pur-

fue, and (trength to carry thofe meafures which were

to decide their charafter as Itatefnen and legiQators.

On the 16th of June, a motion was made by Mr.
Alderman Sawbridge, " that a committee be appointed

to enquire into the prefent ftate of the reprefentadon of

the commons of Great Britain in parliament." Mr. Pitt,

in the ufaal language of minilters, now ftated, that the

time was improper, but obferved al fo, that the meafure

had his approbation, and he fhould bring the fubje6t

before parliament early next fefiion. Mr. Fox thought,

that as the m.inifter could never command a greater

majority than at prefent, this was the proper period

to enfure fuccefs, and warmly fupported the motion.

But the mod remarkable circumltance attending this

debate was, that Mr. Dundas, who had fupported the

former propofition of Mr. Pitt, had the good luck to

efcape the charge of inconfiftency in oppofing the

prefent motion, by the fortunate difcovery of a dif-

tinclion which preierved his reputation. His objec-

tion "was, that the committee now moved for was a
fele^.t committee, whereas the committee for which he
h2Ldformerly voted was a committee of the whole houfe.

Lord Mnlgrave moved the previous queftion, which
was carried by a majority of 74.
Mr. Pitt had now reached the fummitof popularity,

and the public with impatient anxiety expected the pro-

duQ;ion of his plan for the future government of Lidia.

Vol. ViL No. 140. Pp Mr.
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Mr. Pitt therefore, introduced this grand bufinefs on
the 6th of July, by bringing forward a bill, founded

on the general principles of that rejefted by the former

parliament, and to which the company had now given

their flow and relu8ant affent. By this bill, a board

of control, compofed of a certain number -^f com-
miiTioners of the rank of privy counfellors, was efla-

blifhed, the members of which were to be appointed

by the king, and removeable at his pleafure. This

board was authorifed to check, fuperintend, and con-

troul, the civil and military government and revenue

of the company. The difpatches tranfinitted by the

court of direftors to the different prefidencies, were

to be previoufiy fubjefted to the infpeBion of the

board, and were alfo by them to be counter-figned.

The dire6lors were enjoined to pay due obedience

to the orders of the board, touching civil and military

government and revenues; and in cafe fuch orders

do at any time, in the opinion of the dircQors, relate

to matters not connected with thefe points, they are

empowered to appeal to his majelty in council, whole

dccilion is declared final. The bill alfo eha6\ed, that

the appointment of the court of diretlors to the office

of governor-general, prefident, or counfellor to the

different prefidencies, ihall be fubjeft to the approba-

tion and recal of his majefty. As to the Zemindars,

or great hereditary land-holders of India, who had

been violently difpoffefled of their property, and who,

agreeably to the tenor of Mr. Fox's bill, were to have

been univerfally and peremptorily reinftaied in their

zemindaries, the prefent bill provided, only that an

enquiry fhould be inltituted, in order to rellore fuch

as (hould appear to have been irregularly and un-

juftly deprived. Ladly, an high tribunal was created,

for the trial of Indian delinquents, conlilling of three

judges, one from each court, of four peers, and fix

members of the houfe of commons, who were autho-

ihorifcd to judge without appeal; to award, m cafe of

convidioHj
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conviQion, the punifhment of fine and imprifonmeiu,

and to declare the party convifted incapable of ferv-

ing the Ead India company. Such were the grand

and leading features of Mr. Pitt's bill.

With all the partiality of the houfe in favour of Mr,
Pitt, this bill was found to be lo crude and imperfetl

on its firfl appearance, that almoft all his own friends

objected to one or other of its claufes; and in a va-

riety of fubfequent amendments it underwent, it may
he faid to have loll entirely its original fliape; and
after all, fuch were its radical defeats, that it required

(as will appear in the fequel) a declaratory a6l to ren-

der it intelligible. With refped: to the amendments,
Mr. Sheridan humoroufly remarked, "that twenty-one
new claufes were added to the bill, which were dif-

tinguifhed by the letters of the alphabet, and he re-

quelled fome gentleman to fugged three more, in or-

der to complete the hornbook of the prefent miniltry.

The old claufes were now degraded, and were placed
in black letters at the bottom of the page, mourning
for the folly of their parents, and the flovenly manner
in which the bill was drawn." On the motion of
commitment, the numbers were, ayes 276, noes 61;
and it was carried in triumph to the houfe of peers,

where, after an oppofition vigorous in point of exer-

tion, but feeble in regard of numbers, the bill pafl'ed

Augull 9, 1784. It was however accompanied by a

protell, in which it was feverely branded as a meafure
inefFe8.ual in its provifions, unjullin its inquifitorial

fpirit, and unconllitutional in its partial abolition of
trial by jury.

The attention of the houfe was transferred to a bill

introduced by the miniller, for the more effeftual

prevention of fmuggling, which had, of late yearsarifen

to a mod alarming height. This bill contained va-

rious prudential, but fomewhat fevere, regulations.

The diltance from ihore at which leizures Ihould in

future be deemed lawful was extended, and the con-

P p 2 ftrutting
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ftruding of veffels of a certain form and dimenfion

peculiarly calculated for fmuggling prohibited. But
by far the moft extraordinary part of the prefent plan

was the reduSion of the duties paid by the Eall In-

dia company on the importation of tea, which was

declared to be the grand medium of the fmuggling

traffic; and the coiifequent impofition of a new duty

on windovss, already mod grievoufly burthened, to

the amount of the deficiency, ftatcd at no lefs than

6oo,oool. per annum. This was ftyled by the minifter

a commutation tax; and the bill paffed the houfe by a

great majority.

The remaining great operation of finance during

this feflion, was the providing for the arrears of the

unfunded debt left at the conclufion of the war, a-

iTiounting to more than twenty millions. This was

difpofed of partly in the four per cents, and partly in

a new created five per cent, (lock, made irredeemable

for thirty years, or until twenty-five millions of the

exifling funds fliould be extinguifhed. It muft not

be omitted, that the ("um of fixty thoufand pounds was
voted to his majefly, to enable. him to difcharge the

debt contrafted on the civil lilt. This was the fourth

grant for the fame purpofe fince his accefiion.

The laft meafure which came before parliament

during the prefent fefiion, was a bill introduced by

Mr. Dundas for the reftoration of the eftates forfeited

in Scotland in confequence of the rebellions of 1715
and 1745. Mr. Dundas declared " the meafure to be,

in his opinion, worthy of the juftice and generofity

of parliament. He faid there was not one of the fa-

milies comprehended in the fcope of it, in which fome
perfon had not atoned for the crimes and errors of

his ancellors, by facrificing his blood in the caufe of
his country; and that the' fovereign had not for a

long feries of years pafl a more loyal fet of fubje61sihan

the highlanders and their chieftains. Of this the late

Lord Chatham was deeply Icnlible, and that illuffri-

ous ftatefman had publicly recognifed the rectitude

of
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of the meafure now propofed. And he trulted that the

remains of a fyllem, which, whether directed at firft

by narrow views or found policy, ought certainly to

be temporary, would be completely annihilated un-

der the admin iflration of his fon. He did not how-
ever mean, that the eftates fliould be freed from the

claims exilting againd them at the time of forfeiture.

This might be regarded as a premium for rebellion.

He therefore propoled the appropriation of fuchfums,

amounting ' to about 8o,oool. to public purpofes;

50,0001. of which he would recommend -to be em-
ployed in the completion of the grand canal reaching

from the Frith of Forth to that of Clyde."

This liberal meafure was received in a manner that

did honour to the feelings of the houfe. Mr. Fox, in

particular, with his ufuai generohty, beitowed upon
it the hisjheft encomiums. Neverthelefs when the bill

was fent to the lords, it met Vv'ith a moll determined

refiftance from the lord chancellor, who expatiated

on that maxim of ancient wifdom, which pronounced
treafon to be a crime of fo deep a dye, that nothing lefs

was adequate to its punifhment, than the total eradi-

cation of the perfon, the name, and the family, out of

the community. Fortunately on dividing the houle,

this nobleman vvas left in a difgraceful minority, and
to the entire fatisfaBion of the public the bill paflfed.

An end was put to the feffion Augult 20, 1784,
the king returning his warmed thanks to thetwohoufes,

for their zealous and diligent attention to the public

fcrvice. He predicted the happipil effetls from the

bill for the better government of India. He fpoke

in terms of the higheft approbation of the laws en-

acted for the improvement of the revenue. He
thanked his faithful commons of their provifion for

the arrears of the civil lift; deploring at the fame time

in the ufual ftyle, the uriavoidabk burthens impofed
upon his people. He noticed the definitive treaty

with Holland, and the peace concluded in India; and
trulted.
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trufled, from the afTurances of foreign powers, that

the prefent tranquillity would prove of permanent du-

ration.

1785. The parliament of Great Britain afifembled

for its fecondreffion on the 2^\h of January. The
meafure on this occafion, chiefly recommended in the

fpeech from the throne, was the adjuftment of fuch

points in the commercial intercourfe between this

country and Ireland, as were not yet finally arranged.

Mr. Pitt, as he had pledged himlelf to do it, brought

forwards his plan of reform on the 18th of April j in

his introductory fpeech, he faid that there never was
a moment when the minds of men were more enligh-

tened on this interelting topic, or more prepared for

its difcuffion. He declared his prefent plan of re-

form to be perfeftly coincident with the fpirit of thofc

changes which had taken place in the exercife of the

eleftive franchife from the earlieft ages, and not in

the leaft allied to the fpirit of innovation. So far

back as the reign of Edward I. before which the

component orders of the reprefentative body could

not be diftinftly traced, the franchife of eledion had
been conftantly fluBuating. As one borough de-

cayed and another flouriflied, the firR was abohfhed

and the fecond invefted with the right. Even the

reprefentation of the counties had not been uniform.

James I. in his proclamation for calling a parliament,

direfted that the flierifFs fhould not call upon fuch

boroughs as were decayed and ruined to fend mem-
bers to parliament. For this difcretion, as vefted in the

crown, he was certainly no advocate; but he wiflied

to eftablifh a permanent rule to operate like the dif-

cretion out of which the conftitution had fprung.

He wifhed, he faid, " to bring forward a plan that

flaould be complete, gradual, and permanent; a plan

that not only correfted the inequalities of the prefent

fyftem, but which would be competent to preferve the

purity it reftored, and give to the conftitution not on-



W A R S OF EN G L A N D. 303

ly confiftcncy, but if poffible immortality. It was his

defign thai the atlual number oFihehoufe ofcommons
fhould be preferved inviolate. His immediate objetl

was to (elecl a certain number of the decayed and

rotten boroughs, the right of reprefentation attached

to thirty-fix of which, (hould be transferred to the

counties, in fuch proportions as the wi(dom of parli-

ment might prefcribe; and that all unneceffary harfii-

nefs might be avoided, he recommended the appro-

priation of a fund of one million to be applied to

the purchafing the franchife of fuch boroughs, on their

voluntary application to parliament. When this was

effected, he propofed to extend the bill to the purcha-

fing the franchiie of other boroughs, befides the ori-

ginal thirty-fixi and to transfer the right of returning

members to large towns, hitherto unreprefented, upon
their petitioning parliament to be indulged with this

privilege." The other mofl: important particulars of
Mr. Pitt's plan, were the admitting of copy-holders to

an equality with free-holders, and the extending the

franchife in populous towns, where the elcftors were
few, to the inhabitants in general. The refult of tlie

niinilter's plan was to give one hundred members to

the popular interelt in the kingdom, and to extend the

right of election to one hundred thoufand perfons, who
by the exifting provifions of the law, were excluded
from the privilege.—This plan, which was admitted
on all hands to be cautious, temperate, and well-di-

gefted, was neverthelefs rejefted by a majority of
248 to 175 voices. To thofe wjiio know that a mi-

nilter can command a majority aimolt upon any quef-

tion; to thofe who conlider that this was a meafure
very favourable to the people, and propofed by a
minifter in the heightof popularity and favour; to fuch

I fay, it will appear, that this queiUon was never in-

tended to be carried.

But the fubjed, which of all others chiefly en-

gaged the attention of parliament during the prefent

ieffion,
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feffion, was the projefcled plan of commercial inter-

courfe with Ireland. This new fydem was firft in-

troduced into the parliament of Ireland on the yth of
February, by Mr. Orde, fecretary to the lord lieute-

nant, in the form often propofuions; but, by a flight al-

teration, they were at lafl increafed to eleven. In this

ftate they received the final affent of the parliament

of Ireland, on the i6ih of February. On the 22dof
the fame month Mr. Pitt brought the fubjecl before the

Britifli houfe of commons. The immenfe magnitude
of the plan, the multiplicity and complexity of the

objeBs it embraced, feemed to keep the public mind
in a kind of fufpenfe ; and for near a month after its

firft introduftion, there were no indications difcernible

of ferious or determined oppofition. However, abo.ut

the middle of March, the fpirit of commercial jea-

loufy appeared to be thoroughly awakened. The
propofiiions were really (and laudably) favoura-ble to

Ireland. The petitions prefented againft the meafure

therefore in the Englifh nation, amounted in the whole

to upwards of fixty; and there were fcarcely a fingle

fpecies of manufafture or merchandife upon the fub-

jeO: of which, the perfons peculiarly interefted had
not received confiderable alarm. From the i6th of

March to the 12th of May, the houfe of commons
were almoft inccfiantly employed in the" hearing of

counfel, and the examination of witnelTes. In con-

fequence of this long and able inveftigation, many
additional lights were thrown upon the fubje6l; and

Mr. Pitt was compelled to acknowledge the necei-

fity of making forne material alterations and amend-
'

ments in his original plan.

^Accordingly, on the 12th of May, the minifter

brought forward a feries of proportions, fo altered,

modified, and enlarged, as to exhibit in their improv-

ed form, what might well be conhdered as a new fyf-

tem. On this occafiODj a dtbate enfued which lafted

until
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until eight o'clock in the morning, when the firfl: refo-

lution, broken inio two diltintt propofuions in the new
arrangernent, paffed the houfe. The remaining refolu-

tions were fublequently carried, after a mod obftinate

and violent conteft, and on the 30th of May werefent up
to the houfe of lords. Here they were again the fub-

jc6lof long and laborious invefligation; in the courfe

of which, various amendments were offered and re-

ceived by the houfe. At laft, on the 19th of July,

the refohitions in their altered ftate were fent down
from the lords to the commons; where, after much
frelh and eager debate, the amendments of their iord-

fliips were agreed to by the commons; and on the

28di of July, an addrefs was prefented to the king by
both houfes of parliament, acquaintinghismajelty with

the Heps which had been taken in this important affair;

adding, *' that it remained for the parliament of Ire-

land to judge of the conditions according to their wif-

dom and difcretion, as well as of every other part of

the fettlement propofed to be eftabliihed by mutual

confent." The two houfes now adjourned themfelves

to a diilant day, and on the 30th tjf September 1785,
the parliament was prorogued by royal proclamation.

If the original propolitions adopted by the Irifh

legiflaiure were rejeded by the Britilh parliament, the

Englifh feries of propohtions proved (liil more ob-

noxious to the general fpirit of the Irifh naiion. A
number of preffing circumllances, however, in the re-

lative htuaiion of the two kingdoms, rendered fome

fuch experiment at this time abfolutely neceffary. It

was a fa8; completely afcertained,'that the free trade

gained to Ireland had not been produtlive of thofe

advantages which its fanguine friends had fo often

predifted. To promote, therefore, the mutual inte-

rell of England and Ireland, to regulate the com-
mercial inlercourfe between both countries on equal

principles, were the objefts the original propohtions

protelled to have in view; and the philanihropilt will

Vol. VIl. No. 140. Qq certainly
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certainly lament, that a fcheme of fo liberal and gene-

rous an afpeft, fliould be defeated by the fpirit of

mercaiuile jealoufy. This difpofition fo fully dif-

played itfelf, while the propofitions were pending in

the Britifh parliament, that almoft every individual,

in any fliape interefted in trade, feemcd to confider the

fuccefs ot that meafure, and his own ruin, as ultimately

and infeparably conne£led. The filter kingdom,

however, it muft be confeffed, in the rejeftion of the

plan iranfmitted from England, was atluated by higher

and nobler motives. Ireland, by long ftruggles, had

at lad eftablifhed the independence oi her legiflature;

and finding that the fourth propofition (truck at that

independence, the parliament, jealous of their infant

liberty, and almoft without glancing at the commer-
cial features of the proffered fyflem, peremptorily re-

je6ted the whole on that ground', with juft and manly
indignation. Public illuminations in the populous

towns of Ireland teftified the general joy excited by

the fudden termination of a bufinefs which was origi-

nally intended to communicate both to England and

Ireland, folid and lading advantages; but, from the

iffue, appears to have been defined by a fingular fate

to rouze commercial jealoufies, to awaken national

prejudices, to provoke where it was intended to con-

ciliate, to inflame refentment where it was expe£ted to

challenge gratitude, and to difturb the public tranquil-

lity of both kingdoms more, perhaps, than any pre-

ceding meafure of the prelent reign.

1786. The parliament of Great Britain m.et on the

24th of January. In the fpeech from the throne, the

king declared to the houfe of commons, his earneft

wifh to enforce ceconomy in every department; recom-
mending to them the maintenance of our naval ftrength

on the mod refpeftable footing; and above all, the

eftablifliment of a fixed plan for the reduftion of
the national debt. Nothing very material occurred

until near the middle of February, when a fubje6t of

the
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ihebighefl: confequence attrafted the attention of both

parliament, and the public: this was the plan oF for-

tifications, originally fuggelted by the Duke of Rich-

mond. As a niatter of revenue, it had been the de-

fign to vote for tliis purpofe, 5O5OO0I. per ann. till

the whole Ihouldbe completed, or fliould be brought

into a condition of confiderable forwardnefs. But
this defign was interrupted lalt fefilon, in confequence

of a fuggeftion of Colonel Barfe, " that a board of

land and fca officers ought to be appointed to exa-

mine the merits of the fyftem." This idea having
been pretty generally adopted by the houfe, Mr. Pitt

not only agreed, that no money Ihould be tlien voted
for the purpofe, but al fo that the 50,0001. granted in

the year 1784, for that fervice, and not yet expended,
fliould be referved till the matter had undergone a
complete inveftigation. In conformity with this

agreement, a board of officers was appointed on the

13th of April 1785; and on the 24th of June follow-

ing, they made their report to the king.

This bulinefs was again brought before parliament,

in the prefent feiTion, on the 10th of February; when
Mr. Pitt dated the report of the board of land and
fea officers, to be in the higheft degree favourable to

the plan of fortification, lubmitted to their decifion,

but the report itfelf he declined laying before the

houfe, as a matter of too ferious and delicate a nature
for public infpe6];ion. The difcontent raanifeiled

when the queftion was lafl year under difculuon, now
rofe into the warmth of indignation. " If the report,

or the effentials it contained, were not to be in fome
mode fubjecl to the infpe6tion of the houfe, thev were,
it was affirmed, in exadly t'lC fame fituation in which
they had flood before the board was appointed. Thev
muft decide, not upon their own judgments, but in
deference to the authority of the minilter. But the
houfe of commons were not juftified in votina away
the money of tiieir condituents upon the grounds of

Q q 2 pafTive
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paffive complaifance, and courtly fubmiffion. The
expence attending this novel fyflem would be enor-

mous, and it was at lealt their duty before they adop-

ted it, to be fully convinced of its necefiity." Gene-
ral Burgoyne, who was one of the board, controverted

the affertion of Mr. Pitt refpefting the entire appro-

bation expreffed by them of the fyflem in queftion.

Mr. Pitt waved the farther difcuffion of the quef-

tion at prefent, but declared his intention of bringing

it again before the houfe in a Ihort time, in the molt

fpecific and folemn manner. Accordingly, in about a

fortnight after, he moved the following refolution;

« That it appears to the houfe, that to provide effec-

tually for fecuring the dock yards of Porifmouth and
Plymouth by a permanent fyflem of fortification, was

an effencial obje£l for the fafety of the Hate, &c. &c."
Onthisoccafion a violent debatearofe, inthecourfe of

which, Mr. Sheridan eminently diflinguiflied himfelf

as an enemy to the meafure. " When we talked of a

conftitutional jealoufy of the military power of the

crown, what was the real obje61," he alked, " to which

we pointed our fufpicion? What, biit that it was in the

nature of kings to love power, and in the conltitution

of armies toobey kings. This doubtlefs wasplain fpeak-

ing upon a delicate lubjeQ, but the nature of the quef-

tion demanded it. In this point of view, would no

llrefs be laid on the great and important diflinQion, to

be drawn, between troops eleBed and feparated from

their fellow citizens in garrifons and forts, and men
living fcattered and entangled in all the common du-

ties and connexions of their countrymen? The fad

was, that thefe flrong military holds, if maintained as

they mufl be in peace, by full and difciplined garri-

fons would in truth, promife ten-fold the means of cur-

bing and fubduing the country, than could arife even

from doubling the prefent army cflablifhment, with

this exiraordmay aggravation, that thofe very naval

iiurcs and magazines, the Iccds and Iburces of future

navies,
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navies, the effeftual prefervation of which was the

pretence for thefe unaflailable fortred'es, woulrl, in

that cafe, become a pledge and hoftage in the hands

of the crown: a circnmilance which, in a country

like this, mull infure unconditional fubmiflion to the

moft extravagant claims that defpotifm could di8ate.

Could any one poflibly imagine that the fyiicm now
recommended was to end with PoitCmouth and Ply-

mouth, and that the reafonings of the minifter would
not apply toother parts of the kingdom? No—we
were to figure to ourfelves the fame board of officers,

acting under the fame inftruftions, going a circuit

round the coalts of the kingdom. It was not poilible

for the houle to remain at a lofs to dilcovcr various-

places be fides Chatham and Sheerncfs where exten-

five lines had a^hially been begun, under the auipices

of the Duke of Richmond, which muft necelfarily be
provided Ix^r according to the new fyitem."

It was thought by many to be impollible that a man
of Mr. Pitt's difcernment could be the fincere and
cordial advocate of fo prepolterous a fcheme; and
it was even mentioned in the houfe, by one of his

friends, as a topic of report, that in this bufinefs he
was fulpetted of afling againit his own opinion:
however this may be, certain it is, that he found iiim-

ielfon this occafion very generally deferted by the
country gentlemen; and the divifion was rendered me-
morable by an exatl equality of numbers, both the
ayes and the noes amounting to 169. The fpeaker,
being of courfe compelled to give his cafting vote,
acquired much applaufe, by declaring for the rejec-
tion of this chimerical- extravagant, and dangerous,
iyltem.

The fubje6t which the minifter fecmed to intend
fliould make the principal figure in this luiuon of par-
liament, was the propofal of a finking fund for the
liquidation of the national debt. On the yth of
March, Mr. Piit ixioved for the appointment, by baU

ioij
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lot, of a fele6l committee of nine perfons, to report to

the houfe the ftate of the public revenue and expen-
diture. The refult of their enquiry was laid before
the houfe on the 21ft of the fame month; and proved
in the higheft degree plealing and fatisfaQory. The
amount of the revenue for the current year uas
eftimated by the committee, at 15,397,000!. The
permanent expenditure, including the civil lift, and
the interefts payable on the different funds, amounted
to 10,554,000!. The peace ellablifliment, allowing

eighteen thoufand men for the navy, and the ufual

complement of feventy regiments for the army, ex-

clufive of life-guards and cavalry, was eftimated at

3,924,000!. In all, 14,478,000!. of confequence there

remamed a furplus of more than 900,000!. The pro-

pofitibn which he now fubmitted to the houfe was,

the appropriation of the annual fum of 1,000,000!. to

be invariably applied to the liquidation of the natio-

nal debt: but as the furplus revenue amounted to only

900,000!. Mr. Pitt moved for an additional duty on
fpirits, on certain kinds of timber imported, and on
perfumery, which would be together more than fuffi-

cient to make up the deficiency. This annual mil-

lion Mr. Pitt propofed to veil in the hands of certain

commiffioners, to be by them applied regularly to the

purchafe of (lock; fo that no fum fliould ever lie with-

in the grafp large enough to tempt him to violate this

facred depohr. The interefts annually difcharged

were, conformably to this plan, to be added to, and in-

corporated with the original fund, fo that it would

operate wiih a determinate and accelerated velocity.

This fund was alfo to be affifted by the annuities

granted for different terms, which would from time to

lime fall in within the limited period of twenty-eight

years, at the expiration of which, Mr. Pitt calculated

that the fund would produce an income of four mil-

lions per annum. The commifiioners to be nomma-
led under the aQ, were the chancellor of the exche-

c^aers
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quer, the fpeakeV of the houfe of commons, the maf-

ter of the rolls, the governor and deputy-governor of

the bank of England, and the accomptant-gencral of

the high court of chancery. The only amendment

of any material confequence fuggefted on Mr. Pitt's

plan was, in the progrcfs of the bill, offered by Mr.

Fox, " that whenever a new loan (hould herealter be

made, the commillioners fhould be empowered to ac-

cept the loan, or fuch proportion of it, as fhould be

equal to the cafh then in their hands; the interefl and

douceur annexed to which fliould be applied to the

purpofes of the finking fund." This amendment

was readily and candidly accepted by A4r. Pitt, and

the bill finally paffed with great and deferved appro-

bation.

Notwithftanding the acknowledged neceflity of

ceconomy in every department of government, it is

truely pninful to relate, that even before the finking-

fund bill paifed into a law, a mefTage from the king to

the houfe of commons was delivered by the miniiter,

ftating, " that it gave him gnai concern to inform

them, that it had not been found pofTibie to confine

the expences of the civil lift within the annual lum of

850,0001. now applicable to that purpofe. A farther

debt had been neceffarily incurred, and the king replied

on the zeal and affeftion of his parliament to make
provifion for its difcharge." When the lafl demand
of this fort was made in July 1784, for the fum of

6o,oool. Mr. Pitt r'efted his defence on the ground
that the debt was contratied before he came laft into

X){Thce; but in fupport of the motion grounded on ihis^

inelfage, he found it necefTary to advance very dif-

ferent reafons. On this occafion, he ftated " that

under Mr. Burke's reform bill an annual redu6tion of

50.000!. from the civil lift had been fet apart by par-

liament for the liquidation by inilalments of the fum
of 300,000!. then ifiued in exchequer bills for the

fupply of former deficiencies. Of this debt, iSojOooL
vet
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vet remained unpaid, and a frefh debt of 30,000!. had

accrued: and he juftified the demand of a grant

equal to thefe united fums upon this curious di-

lemma: either parliament had, at the period referred

to, direfted that when the propofed liquidation ihould

be effected the civil lift fhould be allowed 50,000'.

per annum 7nore than was necejfary^ or it was then put

upon a fooung of 50,000!. per annum lejs than was

nccejjary. Experience had proved the latter to be

the cale; and therefore it was reafonable to expefct

that the fum of 21O5OO0I. now warning to clear off

ihe old and new incumbrances, would be voted with-

out hefitati.on." This application was the more ex-

traordinary, as at the opening of the feflion of De
cember 1782, and when Mr. Pitt was chancellor of

the exchequer, the king In his fpeech from the throne

had (aid, " I have carried into ftritl execution the

Jeveral reductions in my civil lift expences direc-

ted by an a8; of laft feffion; I have introduced a

farther reform in other departments, and fupprefled fe-

veral fmecure places in them. I have by this means

lb regulated my eftablifliments, that my cx-pencesjhall

not in future exceed my incGme." It was in ibiC courfe

of the difcuffion obferved, that the neccfiity of the

limes rendered cecononiy in every part of the public

expenditure indifpenfably necefiary. All ranks of

people ought to make it their firft objed, and it was

the duty of the crown in particular to fet the example.

Itwasalfo urged, that while Mr. Burke's bill remained

in full force, it was truly aftonilhing to come down
in the face of an a6l of parliament, and call upon that

houfe to vote money for the debts of the crown.

It is almoft fuperfluous to fay, that all the argu-

ments offered on this head proved a mere wafte of

words, and that the money was ultimately voted.

This was not a queftion like parliamentary, reform or

the Duke of Richmond's foitiHcation*.

On the 2d of Auguft, after the riling of parlia-

mentj
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ment, a fingular incident occurred, which engrofl'ed

for a fhort time the attention of the public. As the

king was alighting from his poll-chariot, at the gar-

den entrance of St. James's palace, a woman decently

drefled prefciued a paper to his majeOy: and while

be was in the a6l of receiving it, (he ftruck with a

concealed knife at his brcalL The king iiappily

avoided the blow by drawing back; and, as (he was

preparing to make a iecond thrult, one of the yeoman
caught her anu, and the weapon was wrenched out

of her hand. The king with great temper exclaimed,

" I am not hurt—take care of the poor woman, do
not hurt her." On examination before the privy

council, it immediately appeared that the woman was

infane. Being a(ls.ed where fhe had lately refided,

fhe anfwered frantically, " That fl"ie had been ail a-

broad fmce that matter of the crown broke out.'

Being farther quellioned what matter? (he laid, " That
the crown was hcr's; and that if Ihe had not her right,

England would be deluged in blood for a thoufand

generations." On being interrogated as to the nature

of her right, file refuied to anfwer, faying in the ge-

nuine ilyle of royalty, " That her rights were a myf-

tery." It appeared that this poor maniac, whofe
name was Margaret Nichoifon, had prefcnted a peti-

tion ten days before, full of wild and incoherent non-

fenfe. Like moll other petitions, it had probably
never been read, or theperfon of the petitioner would
have been fecured. The idea of a judicial procefs

was of courfe abandoned, and (lie was configned to

an apartment provided for her in Bethleham holpital.

In the month of September, the king was pleaicd

to appoint a new committee of council for the con-
_iideration of all matters relating to trade aiui foreign

,

plantations. Of this board, the famous Charles Jen-
kinfon, now created Lord Hdw flvclbuiy. aiid cc.i.lti-

tuied chancellor of the duchy of Lancalter, was de-

clared prcfident. Under the aufpiccs of this new
Vol. Vii. No. 140. R r cotnmiJlion,
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commiffion, a treaty of commerce was, on September

the 26th, figned between the courts of England and
France. Its general principle was to admit the mu-
tual importation and exportation of the commodities

of each country at a very low ad valorem duty.

About the fame time a convention was figned with

Spain of fome importance, as it finally terminated the

long fubfifting difputes refpecling the Britifh fetde-

iTients on the Moiquito fnore and the coafL of Hon-
duras. By the prefent treaty, the Mofquito fettlc--

iTients were formally and explicity relinquiflied, as

they had already virtually been by the fixih article

of the general treaty of 1783. In return, the boun-

daries of the Britiih fettlements on the coalt and bay

of Honduras were fomewhat extended. In a poli-

tical view this convention anfwered a valuable pur-

pofe, as it removed a probable fource of national dif-

agreement. But the claims of humanity and juftice

were not fufficienily attended to: for rhe Mofquito

fettlers, who had for time immemorial occupied their

lands and habitations under the proteBion of the En-

glifh government, and who amounted to many hun-

dred families in number, were peremptorily coni-

manded to evacuate the country without exception,

in the fpace of eighteen months, nothing farther be-

ing ilipulated in their favour, than that his catholic

majeity " fliall order his governors to grant to the

faid Englifli, fo difperfed, all poffible facilities for their

removal to the fettlements agreed upon by the prefent

convention." The greated confufion, conllcmation,

and diftrefs, among this unhappy people, were the in-

evitable confequences of this barbarous edift of ex-

pulfion, which with the cold-blooded politicians of

Europe, at the diftance of 3,000 miles, pafi'ed only

for a regulation of commerce. An affccling repre-

fentation of their diilrcifcs. and an humble petition

for fome fort of indemnification from the government

which had thus abandoned them to their fate, was pre-

fenied
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fented to the board of treafuiy; but it does not ap-

pear to have excited any attention.

1787. The parliament re-afTembled on the 23d of

January; and in thisfeffion the Prince of Wales's debts

came under conhderation. When his royal highnefs at-

tained the age of majority, in 1783, the fum of 50,000!.
per ann. only was allotted to him out of the civil lid

revenue, to defray the whole expence of his eftablifh-

ment. Confidering the numerous falaries payable to

the officers of his houfehold, this fum was clearly in-

adequate to the fupport of his rank and fituation in

life; and the then minifters, Mr. Fox and Lord North,

llrongly inhlted upon the neceffity of fixing the re-

venue of the prince at ioo,cool. per ann. which the

late king had enjoyed as Prince of Wales, at a period

when the civil lift produced 200,oool. per ann. lefs

than at prefent. To this the fovereign obje6led; and
the prince, to prevent difagreeable confequences, ge-

neroufly declared that he chofe to depend on the

fpoiuaneous bounty of the king. The obvious refult

of this miferable oeconomy was, that the prince in the

four years which were now elapfed had contrafted

debts to a large amount. The public, not fufficiently

adverting to thefe circumftances, cenfured the prince

\vith a too rigid feveriiy for the heedleffnefs and pro-

digality of his conduft. It was however too noto-

rious to admit of difguife or palliation, that the prince
'

was exempt from none of thofe youthful indifcretions

and exceffes by which men of high rank in early life

are for the molt part fo unhappily. chara6lerifed.

The Prince ot Wales, like moll other young men,
bad been m.ore diftiiigui&ed by a general regard to

the fair fex than forany particuiarmdividual attachment.

A report however ot" a ferious nature had for fome
time paft gained very general credit; namely, that the

prince had contratted a fecret marriage with Mrs.
Pitzherbert, a lady celebrated for perfonal beauty and
mental accomplifhments. That the prince fhbuld not

R r 2 be
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be privately married, was an event particularly guarded

againft by the royal marriage aCl. By this att it was

declared that the heir apparent was incapable of" mar-

rying till the age of twenty-five years, without his fa-

ther's con Cent, or, in cafe of refufal, without the con-

fent of both houfes of parliament. The marriage

therefore, if it had taken place, was null in law. But

this was by no means the circumilance which made
the greateft imprelfion upon the public mind. The
lady was educated in the Roman-catholic religion;

and the a5t of fettlement which feated the houfe of

Brunfwick on the Britifh throne, exprefsly declared

the prince who married a papill to have forfeited his

right of fucceffion to the crown. To add to the didi-

culties of a fituation in the highed degree trying and

critical, the prince found his embarralTments continu-

ally increaling, and a large debt already accumulated.

In the fummer therefore of 1786, the prince applied

to the king, his father, for afliftance ; but meeting with

a peremptory refufal, he immediately adopied a re-

iolution for I'uppreffing the eltabliibment of his houfe-

hold; and he formally vefted 4o,ocol. per ann. of

his revenue in the hands of truftees for the liquidation

of his debts. His ftud of runiiing horfes, his hunters,

and even his coach-horfes, were Ibid by public auction.

The elegant improvements and additions making to

the palace of Carlton houfe were fuddenly Hopped,
aiid the moll fplendid apartments {hut up from ufe.

The prince had lived in a Itate of retirement for

near a twelvemonth, when he was perfuaded to coun-

tenance a propofal for laying the Hate of his affairs

before parliament; and on the 20th of April 1787,
Mr. Alderman Newnham, member for the city of Lon-
don, gave notice that he would bring forward a mo-
lion for an addrefs to the king, praying him to take

the fituation of the prince into confidcration, aid to

grant him fuch relief as he in his wiidom fhouldtiiink

{?t, and pled'jing the houfe to make good the fame.

This
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This gave rife to an iniercIlinEjconverfation; and Mr.
Newnham was, by the niinilier and many other mem-
bers, earncllly entreated to withdraw his motion, as

fertile of inconvenience and mifchief. Mr. Pitt faid,

" that by the perfeverance of Mr. Newnham, he fhoiild

be driven to the difclofnre of circumftances which he

fhould'othervv'ife have thought it his duty to conceal."

Mr. Rolle, member for Devonflure, declared, '• that

the inveiligation of this qucllion involved in it cir-

cumllances which tended immediately to affeft the

conltitution in church and Rate." Being urged by

Mr, Sheridan, and othergentleman intheconftdenceof

the prince, to explain himfelf, Mr. Rolle thought pro-

per to acknowledge, that the matter to which he allu-

ded, as affefting both church and ftate, was the mar-

riage of the prince. He faid, " that the reports rela-

tive to this tranfaftion had made a deep imprefTion up-

on the minds of all men who loved and venerated the

conltitution. He knew that this thina could not have

been accomplifiied under the formal fanQion of law ;

but, If it exided as a fa61, it might be produttive of

the molt alarming conlcquences, and ought to be fa-

tisfaCtoiily cleared up." Mr. Fox replied, " that he

did not deny the calumny iii queilion, merely with re-

gard to the effect of certain exilting laws, but he de-

nied it in toio, in ia(;t as well as in law. The fad not

only could never have happened legally, but never
did happen any way, and had. from the beginning, been
a vile and malignant faliehood." Mr. Roile role

again, and afked, " whetlier in what he now aflerted

Mr. Fox {poke from dirett auilfonty ?" Mr. Fox laid,

he had fpoken from direct authority.

In this (iage of the bufifiefs an interview, at the de-

fiic of the king, took place between the Prince of
Wales and Mr. Piu at Carlion-houfe; and the prince
was informed, " that if the intended motion were with-

drawn, every thing might be fettled to his royal high-

iicii,'s faliofaciion." Tf.is being acceded to, a mdiage
Was
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"was delivered by the minifter from the king to the

houfe, ftating his majefty s great concern, " that from
the accounts of the Prince of Wales, it appeared that

he had incurred a debt to a large amount, which, pain-

ful as it was to him to propofe any addition to the

burthens of his people, he was induced, by his paternal

afte6lion to the prince, to defire the affiftance of par-

liament to difcharge—on the well-grounded expefta-

tion, neverthelefs, that the prince would avoid con-

tracting any debts in future; with a view to which,

the king had dircfted a fum of 1O5OO0I. to be paid out

of the civil lift, in addition to his former allowance;

and he had the faiisfadion to obferve, that the prince

had given the fulled affurance of his determination

to confine his future expences within his income,

and had fettled a plan, and fixed an order in thofe ex-

pences, which it was trufled would etfetl the due ex-

ecution of his intentions." On the very next day af-

ter the accounts referred to in the royal melfage were
laid before the houfe, and of which the dignified ge-

nerofity of parliament fuffered not the infpettion, an

addrefs was voted to the king, to requeft him to di-

re8; the fum of i6i,oool. to be paid out of the civil

lid for the full difcharge of the debts of the Prince

of Wales, and the farther fum of 20,cool. to com-
plete the repairs of Cariton-houfe.

Thefubjedof Mr. Haftings's impeachmenthad been

refumed early in the prefent feffion, and had occupied

a large proportion of time and attention. On the 9th of

May, the report made by Mr. Burke from the com-
mittee, to whom it had been referred 10 prepare the arti-

cles of impeachment, was confirmed by the houfe, ayes

1 75, noes 89. On the following day it was voted, that

Mr., Hafliugs be impeached: and Mr. Burke accor-

dingly, in the name of the houfe of commons, and of

all the commons of Great Britain, repaired to the bar

of the houfe of lords, and impeaclied Mr. Hailings of

high crimes and mifdemeanors; at the fame time ac-

quainting their lordlhips, that the com.monsv.'ould. with

ail
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all convcnrent fpeed, exhibit articles againft him, and

make good the fame. On the 2i{t, Mr. Haitings,

being condutted to the bar of the houfe of lords by

the ierjeant at arms, was taken into the cuRody of the

black rod; but on iheirotjon of the Lord Chancellor

was admitted to bail—himfelf in 20,000!, and two

fureties, Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Summer, in 1O5OO0I.

each; and he was ordered to deliver in an aniwer to

the articles of impeachment in one month from that

time, or upon the fecond day of the next feffion of

parliament.

During the recefs of parliament, the attention of go-
vernmeni was particularly attracted by ihetroublcd (late

of Holland. In the autumn of the year 1787, the dif-

fenfions which had lon<4 fubfifted between the ftadthol-

der and the dates of Holland, had rifen to an alarm-

ing height, and the ultimate event of the conteil

feemed to depend greatly on the forbearance or inter-

pofition of foreign na'ions. The French were known
to be friendly to the ftates of Holland, but they were

too deeply engaged by their domeftic iituation to be

able to render them any effe6lual ailiilance. On the

other hand, the caule of the (ladtholder was warmly
efpouled by the king of Pruffia, in conjunftion with

Great Britain. From the commencement of the con-

tell, the incapacity and intradabiluy of the Prince of
Orange had been very apparent. Head of the houfe
of Naffau, he difpiayed neither the lajents nor virtues

which had for ages been fuppofed attached to that il-

lullrious name. The pnncefs, his confort, was faid

to polfefs a much larger (hare of fpirit as well as un-
derllanding. In the month of June 1787, for rea-

Ions which have never perfetlly tranfpired, her roval

highnel's, then rehdent. at Nimegiien, adopted the bold
and hazardous reiolution of proceeding in perfon to

the Hague, where the Itates general were at that time
afiembled, accompanied only by the Baronefs de
y/affanaer and a few domeilics. As might previ-

ouflv
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ouOy be expected, (he v.as arrcfted in her progrefs at

about a league beyond Schoonhoven, arid forced

back to Nimeguen. If tlie King of Pruflia recom-
mended this jourp.ey with a view of drawing from it,

as was generally believed, foiTse plaufible ground of

interfering in behalf of the houfe of Orange, it fully

anfwered his intention, for this incident brought mat-

ters to a crifis. On the lOthof July a memorial was
addreffed by the Pruffian monarch to the ftaies of

Holland, in which he atte61;ed to coniidcr the indig-

nity offered to the Frincefs of Orange, his filter, as

aperfonal infult to himfelf. To avenge this pretended
affront, the Duke of Brunfwick, who commanded the

Pruffian forces in the contiguous duchy of Cleves,

entered Holland at the head of an army confiding of
about twenty thoufand men on the 13th of September.

Notwithliancling the previous probability of this inva-

fion, the conflerr.ation of the Dutch nation was ex-

treme, and the country feemed every where unpre-

pared for refiitance. Utrecht, beyond all other cities

of the union diitinguiihed by the violence of her de-

mocraiic zeal, furrenderred almofl as foon as fum-

moned. The march of the Pruffian general bore the

appearance of a triumphal proce'hon. While a fu-

tile refolve to fufpend the oihce of fladtholder pafl'ed

the fcnate of Amilerdam, Gorcum, Dordt, Schoon-
hoven and other towns in his route, fubmiited tamely

to the conqueror. On the feventh day from the com-
mencement of the invafion, the Prince of Orange
made his public entry into the Hague. Amfterdam
only made a fhow of refiftance; but on the icth of

Ocfober that proud capital^ now clofely invefted,

opened its gates to the viflor. To the aftonifliment

of the world, that republic which maintained a con-

tefl of eighty years again (t the power of Spain ;

which contended for the empire of the ocean with

Great Britain ; which repulfed the attacks of Louis

XIV. in the zenith of his glory; was over run by the

ar;ns of PrafFia in a fmglc month.

In
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In conTequence of thefe tranfafclions, it was found

necefiary to affemble the parliament of Great Britain

fomewhat earlier than is iifual in time of peace; and,

the Icffion iiaving commenced on the 2 7thof Novcm-
ber, the tcing, in his fpeech to both houfes, remarked,

« that at the clofe of the laft leHion he had informed

them of the concern with which he obferved the dif-

putes unhappily fubfilling in the repubhc of the urwied

provinces. Their (Ituation foon afterwards became

more critical and alarming. The King of Pruffia ha-

ving demanded fatisfaction for the inlult offered to

the Princefs of Orange his fifter, the party which had

ufurped the government applied to the moft chriHian

king for affiftance; and, that prince having notified to

his majefty his intention of granting their requelt, the

king did not hefitate to declare that he could not re-

main a quiet fpeQator, and gave immediate orders for

augmenting his forces both by fea and land; and, in the

courfe of this tranfadion, he had concluded a fubfi-

diary treaty with the Landgrave of HefTe Caffel. In

the mean time the rapid fuccefs of the Duke of

Brunfwick enabled the provmces to deliver them-

lelves from the oppreffion under which they laboured;

and all fubjeds of conteft being thus removed, an

amicable explanation had taken place between the

courts of London and Verlailles."

In a fhort time treaties of alliance were concluded

between the courts of London, Berlin, and the Ha-
gue; by which the two former guaranteed the ftadt-

holderate in perpetuity to the houfe of Orange, as

an elfential part of the conflituiion of the United Pro-

vinces. By the treaty between the kings of Great
Britain and Pruffia, each of the high contrafcting powers
engages, in cafe of attack, to furnifh the other with

a fuccour of 20,000 men, or an equivalent in mo-
ney, within two months from the date of the requifi-

tion. Thus was Britain once more fatally entangled

Vol. VII. No. 141. Ss in
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in {be intricate and inextricable toils of continental en-

gagements.

1788. In the early part of the feflion, Pvlr. Raft-

ings had delivered in his anfwer to the impeach-

ment of the commons, who immediately appointed a

committee of managers to make good the fame, and

the trial commenced on the i6lh of February, 1788,

Jn Weftminiler-hall, which was fitted up for the pur-

pofe with great magnificence. Our readers will not

expect us to enter into the merits of atrial which lafted

till the 23d of April 1795. He was acquitted.

The lad bufinefs of importance which engaged the

attention of parliament, was a bill to regulate the tranf-

portation of flaves from the coaft of Africa to the

Well Indies. This bill, which was intended merely

to eftablifn a certain reafonable proportion between

the number of the (laves and the tonnage of the fiiips,

was violently andobftinately oppofed by petitions from

the merchants of Londoli and Liverpool, concerned

in the African trade. Counfel being therefore engaged

and witneifes examined, it appeared in evidence at the.

bar of the hpufe, that five feet fix inches in length, and

fixteen inches in bj'eadih, was the average fpace aU
lotted to each (lave; the lower deck of the vefTel was

entirely covered with bodies; the fpace between the

floor of that deck and the roof above, in height aboui

five feet eight inches, was divided by a platform, al-

io covered with human bodies : the flaves were chained

two and two by their hands and feet, and by means of

ring-bolts faftened to the deck; in that fultry climate

their allowance was a pint of water each per day; and.

they were ufually fed twice a-day with yams and horfe-

beans; after meals they were compelled by the whip

to jump in their irons, which by thofe unfeeling mon-
fters the (lave dealers was called dancing. They had

not, as \Vas emphatically Itated, when ftowed together,

fo much room as a man in his cofTin, either in length

or breadth. The culloraary mortality of the voyage

exceeded
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exceeded fevcnteen times the ufual edimate of hu-

jnan life. A flave-fliip when full fraught uiih ihis car-

go of wretchednefs and abominaiion, exhibited at once

the extremes of human depravity and hu;r.an mifery.

In reviewing this fuperlatively wicked and detefiable

traffic, Mr. Pitt with indignant eloquence declare^,

" that if, as had been afferied by the members of Li-

verpool, the trade could not be carried on in any other

manner, he would reira6l what he had faid on a for-

mer day and waving every fanher difcufiion, give his

inftant vote for the annihilation of a traffic thus (hock-

ing to humanity. He truded that the houie being now
in pofleffion of fuch evidence as was never before ex-

hibited, would endeavour to extricate themfelves from

the guilt and remorfe which every man ought to feel

for having fo long over-looked fuch cruelty and op-

preffion."—The bill was carried up to the houfe of

lords, where it was fated to encounter the determined

oppofition of Lord Thurlow. His lordfhip faid that

the bill was full of inccmfiftency and nonfenfe. The
French had lately offered premiums to encourage the

African trade, and the natural prefumption was, that

we ought to do the fame. The Duke of Chandos ven-

tured to predi8; a general infurre6lion of the negroes

in the Well; Indies in confequence of the prefent quef-

lion : and Lord Sidney, who had once ranked amongd
the friends of liberty, exprelTed in warm terras his ad'

miration of the fyjievi of Jlave laws eJlabliJJud. in Ja-
maica^ andfaxv no room for any improve7n€nt. 1 he

bill, however, had a number of friends; and, to the

honour of parliament, the nation, and human nature,

finally paffed by a conhderable majority.

Soon after the recefs of parliament, the king, who
had been for fome time rather indifpofed, was advifed

by his phyficians to try the mineral waters of Chel-

tenham. His majefty accordingly took a journey to

that place, and, as was reported, drank the waters in

too profufe a quantity. His health appeared, never-

thelefs, daring his refidence there, greatly eltablifhed ;

S s 2 but
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but foon after his arrival at Windlbr, late in the fum-
mer, his ilhiefs returned with new and alarming fymp-
toms. By the end of Oftober, it could no longer be
concealed that the malady of the king was of a nature

peculiarly afllittive and dreadful. A mental derange-

ment had taken place, which rendered him totally in-

capable of public bufinefs. The parliament itood

prorogued to the 20th of November, and on the 14th

of that month circular letters were addreiled to the

members of the legiflature, hgnifying that the in dil'po-

lition of the fovereign rendered it doubtful whether
there would be a poflibility of receiving his commands
for the further prorogation of parliament. If not, in

that cafe the two houfes mull of neccflity affemble, and
the attendance of the different members was earnefilj

requeded. Parliament being accordingly affembled,

the ftate of the king's health was formally notified to

the houfe of peers bv the Lord Chancellor, and to the

commons by Mr. Pitt: and as the (elfion of parlia-

ment could not be opened in the regular mode, an

adjournment of fourteen days was recommended and
adopted. Upon the re-affembling of parliament, on
the 4th of December, a report of the board of privy

council was prefented to the two houfes, containing

an examination of the royal phyficians; and it was pro-

perly lugge (led, that now was the time to fettle in what
manner the bufinefs of the nation fhould proceed in

cafe his m-jefty fliould for any confiderable time re-

main incaj,>able of refuming his functions. Mr. Fox
advanced as a propolition. deducible from the prin-

ciples of tiie conftituiion, and the analogy of the law of

hereditary fucceffion, that, whenever the fovereign was

incapable of exercifing the fu nfilions of his high office,

the heir apparent, if of full age and capacity, had as

indifputabie a claim to the exercife of the executive

authority, in the name and on the behalf of the fove-

reign, duririg his incapacity, as in the cafe of his na-

tural dcmifc." Mr. Put immediately role with much
apparent
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apparent warmth, and declared, " that the afTcrtiori

which had been made by Mr. Fox was little Ihort of
treaion againll the conllitution; and he pledged hirn-

fclfio prove, that the heir apparent in the inRance in

queftion, had no more'right to the exercife of the exe-

cutive power than any other perlon; and that it be-

longed entirely to the tvv'o remaining branches of the

legiflature, to make luch proviiion for fupplying the

temporary deficiency as they might think proper.

When the regular exercife of the pov^ers of govern-

ment was from any caufe fufpended, to whom could
ihe right of providing a remedy for theexitting defeat

devolve, but to the people, from whom all the powers
of government originated? To affert an inherent right

in the Prince of Wales to allume the government,
was virtually to revive thofe exploded ideas of the

divine and indefcafible authority of princes, which
had fbjultly funk into contempt, and almofl into obli-

vion. Kings and princes derive their power from the

people, and to the people alone, through the organ of
their reprefentatives did it appertain to decide in cafes

for which the conditution had made no fpecific or
pofuive provifion."

Thus was this famous political queftion at iffue be-

tween thefe two great political rivals; in which, it

was remarkable that Mr. Fox, the fteady, uniform,
and powerful, advocate of the people, appeared to lean

10 prerogative; and Mr. Put, who had been loudly
-acculed of deferting the principles of liberty, Itooi
forth their intrepid and zealoUs alferter.

On the 16th of December, the houfe being in a
committee on the flate of the nation, Mr. Pitt moved
the two following declarator}^ refolutions; firlt, the in-

terruption of the royal authority; and. fecond, that

it was the duty of parliament to provide the means of
fupplying that defect A vehement debate enfued,
in the courfe of which Mr. Fox declared the prin-
ciples of the minilter to be,' that the monarchy was in-

deed hereditary, but that the executive power ought

io
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to be elective: the legal inetaphyfics, that thus diftin-

guiihed between the crown and its funftions, were to

him unintelligible. " Where," laid he, " is that fa-

mous diduM to be found by which the crown is guarded
with inviolable fan6];ity v^hile its powers are left to the

mercy of every affailant. The prince, it is afferted, has

no more right than another perfon, and at the fame

time it is acknowledged that parliament is not at liberty

to think of any other regent; and all this paradoxical

abfurdity for the paltry triumph of a vote over a poli-

tical antagonifl." The reiolution was, however, on a

divifion, carried by 268 againft 204 voices. This
great point being gained, the miniftry proceeded with-

out delay to convert it to their own advantage.

A letter was written to the Prince of Wales by
. Mr. Pitt, informing his royal highnefs of the plan

meant to be purfued: That the care of the king's per-

fon and the difpofition of the royal houlhold fhould

be committed to the queen, who would by this means be
vefted with the patronage of four hundred places,

ai-qongft which were the great offices of lord ftevvard,

lord chamberlain, and the mafier of the horfe. That
the power of the prince fhould not extend to the grant-

ing any office, reverfion, or penfion, for any other

, term than duriag the king's pleafure, nor to the con-

ferring any peerage. The anfwer of the prince was

firm, digniiied, and temperate. He faid, " it u'as with

deep regret, that he perceived in the propofitions of

adminiilration, a projefl, for introducing weaknefs, dif-

order, and infecurity, into every branch of political

bufinefs; for fepai;uing the court from the {fate, and
depriving government of its natural and accuftomed

fupport; a fcheme for difconneQing authority to com-
mand fervice, from the power of animating it by re-

ward; and for allotting to him all the invidious duties

of the kingly ftation, without the means of foftening

them to the public bv any one aQ. of grace, favour, or

benignity." He obfcrved, that the plea of public

utility
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miift be ftrong, manifeft, and urgent, that could thus

require the extintlion or fufpertfion of any of thofe

ellential rights in the fupremc power or its reprefen-

tative, or which could jullify the prince inconfeniing,

that in his perfon an experiment fhould be made to

afcertain with how fmall a portion of kingly power the

executive government of this country could be con-

duced. In fine, the prince declared, that his con-

vidion of the evils which might otherwife arife, out-

weighed in his mind every other confideration, and
would determine him to undertake the painful truR

impofed upon him by that melancholy neceflity, which
of all die king's fubjefls he deplored the moft. •

The bill intended to carry this projett iwto efFe6l

was brought into the houfe on the 16th of January

1789. Long and violent debates enfued; and in the

houi'e of lords, it was accompanied by a proteft, figned

by the Duke of York, at the head of the princes of
the blood, and fifty-five other peers, expreffive of their

higlieft indignation at the reftriftions thus arbitrarily

impofed on the executive authority. Thefe extraor-

dinary and unprecedented proceedings were at length,

happily for the public, arrefted in their progrefs by an
intimaiion from the chancellor, tUiit the king was de-

clared by his phyficians to be in a Hate of convalef-

cence. This was followed by a declaration, on the

10th of March, that his raajefly, being perfettly reco-

vered from his indifpofition, had ordered a commiffion
to be iffued for holding the parliament in the ufual

manner. The tidings of the king's recovery diffufed

the mofl general and heartfelt fatisfaftion. A nati-

onal thartkfgiving was appointed, and the king himfelf
went in folemn proceffion to the cathedral of St. Paul's

to offer up his devotions on this event. His recovery
wasalfocelebratedthroughoutthe kingdom by fplendid

illuminations, and all the other accultomed demonftra-
tions of joy.

In the fpeech delivered by the chancellor in the

name
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name of die king to the two houfes, his majefty con-

veyed to them his warmefl acknowledgments ior the

addiiional proofs they had given of attachment to his

pel ion, of their concern for tlie honour and interefts

of his crown, aDd the fecurity and good government

of his dominions. It very foon appeared that the lall

proceedings of the miiiiftry in the regency bitfinefs

were highly agreeable to the fovereign. A number
of perfons holding pofts under the government, who
had concurred in the meafures of oppofition, were
unceremonioufly difmifTed from their offices; amongft

whom were the Marquis of Lothian, the Duke of

Queenfbury, Lord Carteret, and Lord Malmfbury.
The feffion was terminated, Auguft the iith 1789,

by the fpecch from the lord chancellor in the name
of the fovereign; in which it was obferved, that,

" although the good offices of the king and his allies

had not been effeftual for the reftoration of general

tranquillity, the fituation of affairs promifed to this

country the uninterrupted enjoyment of the bleffings

of peace." The recent events which had taken place

in the different nations of Europe, rendered an affu-

rance like this, at fuch as eventful period, peculiarly

grateful. A war had been kindled which gradually

fpread from the Euxine to the Baltic; from the fnow^-

clad mountains of Norway to the arid waftes of Tar-

tary : and the foundation of a great and llupendous

revolution had been laid, which, by a fudden and al-

moft miraculous expanhon, became at once an ob-

jeB of admiration and terror to a gazing and afto-

niihed world.

While the fumnier of the year 1789 paifed away

in England without producing any memorable trani-

atUon, it proved a period fruitful of commotion on

the continent, and will be didinguiihcd to the lateit

pofterity as the epoch of the French revolution. On
the 14th of |uly a molt tremendous infurre£tion took

place at Paris, in which the caillc of the Bailile, a for-

trefs
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trefs long but vainly deemed impregnable, was carried

by Itorm. Tliis great ai^l alloni filing event, being view-

ed as the triumph of liberty over dcfpotifm, was the

theme of general exultation to the friends of huma-
nity in every quarter of the worM. Englifiimen,

particularly alive to the blefnngs of freedom them-

felvGs, partook by a generous fympatby in the patri-

otic flruggles of France. The grand and fublime

fpe6hcle of twenty-fix millions of our feljow creatures

indignantly fpurning at flavery, and obtaining liberty

by the exeriions of an irVefiitible and noble enthu-

fiafm, not only arrelled the attention of all nations,

but fo deeply interefted the feelings of the Englifh

public, that in the metropolis, and in different parts of

the kingdom, this amazing revolution \\ras celebrated

with demonllrations of joy. The details of thefe tranf^

aftions belong properly to another work, (Hn'i. of

France, vol. iii. p. 337 and feq.) and are only alluded

to here, as an introduction to fome parliamentary oc-

currerices, about to be noticed, and which have an

immediate reference to the afiairs of France.

1790, The parliament, elected in 1784, met for its

lad feltion on the 21x1: of January 1790. In the fpeech

from the throne, his niajelly fiighdy glanced at the afv

fairs of France, by obferving, that " the internal Titu-

ation of the diiferent parts of Europe had been pro-

dutlive of events which had engaged his moft ferious

attention." Lord Valletort, in moving the addrefs,

took occafion to contrafi: the tranquil and profpercus

lituation of England with the anarchy and licentiouf-

nefs of France, and to fl;igmatize the revolution in that

country as an event the mofl difaftrous and fatal to

the intereftsof the French wh.ich had everiaken place

lince the foundation of their monarchy. This lan-

guage was highly applauded by the prerogative pha-

lanx, and was a tolerable indication of the- light in

which the recent tranfaftions in France were viewed
by the Britifli court. The fubjetl was refum.ed, up-
VoL. VIL No. 141. T t on
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,011 the debate which took place relative to the army
eftimates. On this occafion, Mr. Burke delivered his

firR philippic againil France. He obferved, " that

France in a political light was to be confidercd as ex-

punged out of the fyRem of Europe. Whether (he

would ever appear in it again as a leading power was

not eafy to determine: but at prefent he confidered

France as not politically exifting; and moii affuvedly it

AA7ould take much time to rcltore her to her former ac-

tive exiftence. The French had fhewn themfelves

the abled architefts of ruin that had hitherto appeared

in the world. In one fhort fummer they had com-
pletely pulled down their monarchy, their church,

their nobility, their law, their army, and their revenue.

Were we abiblute conquerors, and France to lie prof-

Irate at our feet, we ihould bluQi to impofe upon them
terms fo deftruttive to all their confequence as a na-

tion, as the durance tlieyhad impofed upon themfelves.

In the lad age we were in danger of being entangled

by the example of France in the net of a relentlefs

defpotifm, a defpotihn indeed proudly arrayed in man-
ners, gallantly, fplendor, magnificence, and even co-

vered over With the impoiing robes of fcience and li-

terature. Our prefent danger, from the example of

a people wnofe character knows no medium, is, with

regard to government, a danger from licentious vio-

lence—a danger of being led from admiration to imi-

tation of the excell'es of an unprincipled, plundering,

ferocious, bloody, and tyrannical, democracy—of a

people whofe government is anarchy, and whofe reli-

gion IS aiheilm. The French nation were very un-

wife. What they valued themfelves upon was, in his

opinion, a difgrace to them. They had gloried, and

. and fome people in England had thought fit to take

fhare in that giory, in making a revolution. He de-

clared he felt great concern that this ftrange thing, cal-

led a revolution in France, fliould be compared viwh.

the glorious event commonly called the revolution

m
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in England. In truth, the circumftances of our re-

volution, as it is called, and that of France, are juft

the reverie of each other in almoft every particular,

and in the whole Ipirit of the tranfaftion. What Nve did

was, in truth and Ibbltance, not a revolution made,

but prevented. We took foHd fecurities; we fet-

tled doubtful queflions; we correQed anomalies in our

law. In the liable fundamental parts of our coniti-

tution we made no revolution;—no, nor any altera-

tion at all. We did not impair the monarchy. The
nation kept the fame ranks, the fame lubordi nations,

the lame franchifes; the fame order in the law, the

revenue, and the magi'tracy; the fame lords, the fame

commons, the fame corporations, the fame elettors.

The church was not impaired: her eftates, her ma-
jefty, her fplendour, her orders and gradations, conti-

nued the fame: fte was preferved in her full efticiency,

and cleared only of that intolerance which was her

weaknefs and difgrace. Was little done then, be-

caufe a revolution was not made in her conftitution?

No—every thing was done; becaufe we comm.enced

with reparation, not with ruin. Inltcad of lying in a

fort of epileptic trance, expofed to the pity or deri-

fion of the world for her wild, ridiculous, con-

vulfive movements, the ftate Hourilhed; Great Bri-

tain rofe above the ftandard of her former felf. All

the energies of the country were awakened, and a new
2Era of profperity commenced, which i\i\i continues,

not only unimpaired, but receiving growth and im-

provement under the wading haiTd of time."

Mr. Fox, notwithftandir.g his perfonai regard and

friendfliip for Mr. Burke, thought it neceffary, in juf-

tice to the reftitude and dignity of his own charatter,

to declare " his total diflent from opinions fo hoftiie

to the general principles of liberty; and which he

was grieved to hear from the lips of a man whom he

loved and revered—by whofe precepts he had been

taught, by whofe example he had been animated to en-

T t 2 gage
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gage in their defence. He vindicated the cor.duft of
the French army, in reFniing to ati: againfl: their fellow

citizens From the afpejTions of Mr. Burke, who had
charged them with abetting an abominable fedition by
mutiny and defertion ; declaring that, if he could view
a Handing military force withlefsconitituiionaijealoufy

than before, it was owing to the noble fpirit mani"-

felled by the French army; who, on becoming fol-

diers, had proved that they did not forfeit their cha-

racter as citizens, and wouid not aft a? the mere
inftruments of a defpot. The fcenes of bioodfhed

and cruelty that had been a6led in France, no man,"

faid Mr. Fox, " could hear of without lamenting.

But, when the grievous tyranny that the people had

fo long groaned under was ccnfidered, the excefles

they had committed in their efforts to fiiake off the

yoke could not excite our attonifhment fo much as

our regret. And as to the contrail Mr. Burke had

exhibited, refpetling the mode in which the two revo-

lutions of England and France were conduced, it m.uft

be remembered, that the fituations of the two kingdoms
was totally different. In France, a new conftitution

was to be created. In England, it v;anted only to be

fecured. If the fabric of government in England
fuffered lefs alteration, it was becaufe it required lefs

aUeration. If a general deftruftion of the ancient

conftitution had taken place in France, it was becaufe

the whole fyftcm was radically hoftile to liberty, and
that every part of it breathed the direful fpirit of def-

potifm."

Mr. Sheridan, with ftill lefs referve and attention to

peffonal refpeft, reprobated the political fentiments

which had been advanced by Mr. Burke. " The
people of France," faid Mr. Sheridan, " it is true,

have committed a6ls of barbarity and bioodfhed, which

have juftly excited indignation and abhorrence. He
was as ready as Mr. Burke to dcteil the cruelties that

had been committed; but what was the flriking leffon,

the
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the awful moral, that thefe outrages taught? A deeper

abhorrence of that fyftem of defpotic government,

which had fo deformed and corrupted human nature;

of a fpecies of governmc nt, that trampled upon the

property, the liberty, and lives, of its fubjefts; that

dealt in extortions, dungeons, and torture; and that

prepared beforehand a day of fanguinary vengeance,

when the irritated populace fhould pt^ffefs themfelves

of power. But, whatever were thefe outrages, was

the national aifembly in any refpett anfwerable for

them, that affembly which had exerted a firmnefs and

perfeverance hitherto unexampled;"* that had fecured

the liberty of France, and vindicated the caufe of man-

kind? Were the mad cruelties of a mob an adequate

ground for branding the national affembly with the

ftigma of being a bloody, ferocious, and tyrannical,

democracy ? It was a libel on that illuftrious body thus

to defcnbe them. A better conftitution than that

which aftually exiRed, it is allowed that France had a

right to expccl. From whom were they to receive it?

From the bounty of the monarch at the head of his

courtiers? or from the patriotifm of Marfhal Broglio

at the head of the army? From the faint and feeble

cries emitted from the dark dungeons of the Baftile?

or from the influence and energy of that fpirit which

laid the Ballile in afhes? The people, unhappily mif-

guided, as they doubtlefs were, in particular inltances,

had however a6led rightly in their great obje6l. They
had placed the fupreme authority of the community in

thofe hands by whom alone it couldbe juftlyexercifed,

and had reduced their favereign to the rank which ,

properly belonged to kings—that of adminiftrator of

the laws eitabliihed by the free confent of the com-
munity."

On tl>e jgth of April, Mr, Pitt prefented to the

houfe his annual ftatement of the national revenue and

expenditure. He expreffed a peculiar degree of
.

pleafure in being able to announce, that the receipt of
^ the
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the exchequer had furpafied that of the year preced-

ing in the Turn of half a million; and he rejoiced, that,

from the profpeft of an uninterrupted enjoyment of

the bleffings of peace, ftili greater acceffions might

reafonably be hoped. Before however the public had
time to partake of the miniiler's joy, from the confo-

htory intimations of national peace and profperity, he

was commiffioned to deliver, to the houfe, (May the

5th] a royal meffage of a very different import, and

which excited inexpreffible altonilhment, by announ-

ing a ftate of things vv'hich bore the undifguifed and
dreadful ,afpe8; of war.

To elucidate this matter, it is neceffary to mention,

that the celebrated circumnavigator Cook, in his laft

voyage of difcovery, touching at different ports on
the weilern coaft of North America, purchaled from

the natives a number of valuable furs bearing a high

price in the Chinefe market. In confequence of its

being likely to prove a lucrative branch of commerce,
a fmall affociation of Briiifh merchants, rehdent in

the Eall Indies, formed the proje8. of opening a trade

to this part of the world for the pUrpofe of lupplying

the Chinefe with furs. Accordingly, in the year

1788, a fpot of ground was procured from the In-

dians; and a regular fetdement, defended by a flight

fortification, eflablifhed at Nootka Sound, fituated

about the 5Cth degree of latitude. This being re-

garded by the Spaniards as a flagrant encroachment

on their exclufive rights of fovereignty, die Princeffa,

a Spaiiilh frigate, was difpatched by the viceroy of

Mexico, and in May 1789 feized upon the fort, and

captured the Iphigenia and Argonaut, two Englifli

veffels then trading on the coaft. At the fame time,

the Spanifh commandant, hoifting the national ffan-

(iard, declared that the whole line of coaft from Cape
Horn to the 6oih degree of latitude belonged to the

King of Spain. This tranfaQion was notified to the

court of London fo long iince as the lolh of Febru-

ary
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ary by the Spanifli ambafTador; and his excellency

at the fame time requeued, " that meafures might be

taken for preventing his Britannic inajefty's lubjefts

from frequenting thofe coalls, and from carrying on
their fiftieries in the feas contiguous to the Spanifh

continent, as derogatory to the inconteftible rights of

the crown of Spain."

The Englifh minifter did not receive this communi-
cation in a manner that indicated any difpofition to

comply with the terms it contained. On the contrary,

a demand was immediately advanced on their part,

that the vefTcls feized fhould be refiored and adequate
fatisfaftion granted previous to any other difcuilion.

The claims of Spain, in relation to her rights of domi-
nion and fovereignty in America were doubtlefs in

the higheft degree chimerical; and could perhaps only
be equalled in extravagance by the claims of Great
Britain. By the treaty of 1763, the river Miffiffippi,

flowing in a direft courle of iifteen hundred miles
was made the perpetual boundary of the two empires
and the v;hole country to the wed of that vaft river
was faid to belong to his catholic majefty, byjull as

valid a tenure as the country ealtward of the river to
the King of England. Exclufive of this recent and
decifive iine of dcnaarkation, by which the relative

and political rights of both nations were clearly afcer-
tained, the Spanifli court referred to ancient treaties

by which the rights of the crown of Spain were ac-
knowledged in their full extent by Great Britain.

Charles III. King of Spain, died in December 1788,
and his fon Charles IV. the prefent fovereign, confid-
ing in thejullice of his claims, offered with dignified
catidour to fubmit the decilion of this queition to any-
one of the kings of Europe, leaving the choice whol-
ly to his Britannic majefty: " It is fufificient" fays
the Spanilh minider, Count Florida Blanca, " for the
Spanifh monarch, that a crowned head, from full in-
formation of the fdtts, Ihall decide as he thinks juft;

adding,
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adding, that on a late application to the court of St.

Peterlbiirgh, in re.Ution to fimilar eucroachments on
the part of the Runians, the < aipreis had given the

moft pofiiive orders that no fcttlement fhould be form-

ed on that line of coaiL" As to the non-occupancy

of the particular fpot in queition by the Spaniards,

the court of Madndjuftly obierved, that fuch a plea,

if admitted, would tend, by the incongruous inter-

mixture of fettlements, to the utter annihilation of

all definite and permament boundaries.

The royal meffage preiented a ilatement of the

faQs relative to this buiinefs, atid the houfe unani-

moufly joined in an addrefs to the king, affuring his

majeiiy of " the determination of his faitiiful com-
mons to afford his majeiiy the molt zealous and affec-

tionate fupport, in fuch meafures as may become re-

quifite for miaimaining the dignity of his majefty's

crown, and the eflential interefls of his dominions."

A vote of credit palTed the houfe for the fum of one

million, and vigorous military and naval preparations

were made in both kingdoms, in the contemplation

of an immediate declaration of war. Itinuit be ac-

knowledged that the hoHile procedure of Spain, had

reduced the Englifh miniflry to a difficult dilemma.

The value of ihe fcttlement at Nootka, in a commer-
cial and national view, was beneath all calculation of

infignificance; and it argued culpable inattention in

the Jiritifh minillers not to have been better and ear-

lier apprifed of the extent of the real or imaginary

rights of Spain, vvhofejealoufy at the flightefl: infringe-

ment upon thofe rights was fufficiently notorious. A
moment's reflexion mufl have fufficiently evinced,

that a Britirn fettlement on the coaft of California

would be eventually produftive of a ferious conten-

tion with the court of Madrid : and a fmail degree of

difcretion might have fufflced to obviate this ground

of national quarrel.

Spain, however, fenfible of her inability to contend

alone
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alone Vv'ith England, had, in an early ftage of the ne-

gotiation, applied to the court of France, to know
how far ilie could depend upon the fulfilment of the

conditions of the family compa6l, in cafe of a rupture

with Great Britain. The Spaniih memorial upon this

fubjetl: was, by order of the king, laid before the na-

tional afTembly, and gave rife to a very interefting re-

port from the diplomatic committee, prefented by the

Count de Mirabeau. But, although the national af-

fcmbly voted an immediate augmentation of the naval

force, the court of Madrid plainly perceived the re-

Inclance of the French nation to engage in a war widi

England, and, yielding therefore to necelFity, complied

fird with the harfii demand of previous rcftitution and
indemnification, and at length, on the 2d of October

1790, a convention was figned at theEfcurial, by which

every point in difpute was conceded by Spain. By
this convention the refloration of the buildings and

vefTels, and the reparatioi^. of the loffcs fuilained by

Bntifh fubjetls, were fecured; the right of navigation

andfifhery was equally conceded to both nations; illicit

commerce with the Spanifh fettlements prohibited; and
the Britifli fifhing vefifels or others were reftricted

to ten leagues diltance from the Spanifii coaft, unac-

companied however by any formal renunciaiion of

fovereignty on the part of Spain. And the two powers

were, on the other hand, equally reiirained from at-

tempting any fettlenient nearer to Cape Horn than the

molt ioutherly of the fettiements a6Uially formed by
Spain. Thus ended a difpute, frivglous indeed in its

origin, but which feemed in its progrefs to threaten

very ferious confequences, and which coft Great Bri-

tain the fum of tljree millions in Vv^arlike preparatiQnf*

But, though Great Britain was thus happily refcued

from the horrors of war in this quarter of the globe,

accident or ambition had at the fame time involved

our Indian poffeffions in a ftate of hoftility and blood.

The ufurpation of Hyder Ali, and the military prow-
VoL.VII. No. 141. Uu efs
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tls of his fon and fuccefi'or Tippco Sultan, are fa8's

already too iully dated to require any repetition. Of
all the native princes of India, Tsppoowas the rnofl;

formidable to the Britiilj government, and the moft
active to diiturb its authority, and counteraft its inte-

refts. The peace of Mangalore, in 1784, had, it

was fuppofed, fecured his fidelity by very feeble ties;

and the fplendid embaffy which foon alter that event
he dilpatched to France, afforded juil reafon to fuf-

pe6l that Ibme plan was concerted between the old

French government and the tyrant of Myfore, for

the annoyance of the Britifh iettlements in India:

but this plan was happily defeated by the fame caufe

which prevented a war with Spain—the French revo-

lution. The increafing power of Tippoo was not
lefs formidable to the Dutch than to the EngliQi; and
the vicinity of Cochin, their mofl; flourifhing. fettle-

ment on the continent of India, to the territories of
that refllefs defpot, filled them with alarming apprehen-
fions for its fafety. But the Dutch, fully fenfible of
the perilous fituation of Cochin, had got pofTeiTion

of two other forts, Situated between that place and
Myfore, to proJeft their favorite fettlement. One of
thefc forts, called Cranganore, was taken from the

Portugucfe by the Dutch, who retained quiet pof-

fellion of it till fome time in the year 1779, when it

was conquered by Hyder Aii and garrifoned. When
the war, however, broke out in 1780, between Hyder
and the Engliih, he was obliged to evacuate his gar-

rifons on the Malabar coaft, to employ his force in

the Carratic; and Kolland and France foon after

uniting with him ae,airi[i ILngland, the Butch availed

vheiTifeivesof Hyder's troubles, to feize clandeilinely

the fort. Hyder was highly offended at the liberty

jaken by his good ally, and complained loudly of the

tranfatlion; but by the mediation of the French, a

compromire took place between the parties, and the

matier was fettled. The forts of Cranganore and

Acottah
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Acottah were, however, ftill objects of Tippoo's ambi-

tion; and, noiwitliftanding his father had ceded the

former by agreement to the Dutch, he marched a for-

midable force in June 1789, towards Cranganore,

with anavov/ed dclign of dilpolfefling the Dutch, and

afferting a claim of right, founded on the tranfatlions

jult related. Unable to retain the forts, and appre-

henfive for the fate of Cochin itfelf, the Duich readily

entered into a negociation with the rajah of Travan-

core for the purchafe of them. Tippoo, on being in-

formed of this circumftance, offered a larger fum than

the rajah; but, as the latter was the ally of Great Bri-

tain, who was confequently bound by treaty to alhft

him, that politic people plainly perceived, that by

placing them in his hands, they ere8ed a moll power-

ful barrier againft the encroachments of a turbulent

and ambitious neighbour. The imprudence of the

rajah, in entering upon fuch a purchafe while the

title was difputed, drew down upon him the heaviell

' cenl'ures from the government of Madras; and he

was repeatedly cautioned by Sir Archibald Campbell

and Mr. Holland his fuccelfor, not to proceed in the

negociation. Such, however, was the ardor and te-

merity of the rajah in making this acquifition, that

he not only concluded the purchafe with the Dutch,

but even treated with the rajah af Cochin, without

the privity of Tippoo, to whom the latter was an ac-

knowledged tributary. The bargain was concluded

in July 1789, though it was not .till the 4th of Ati-

gult that the rajah informed the Madras government,
through their reiident Mr. Powney, that he was on the

point of making the purchafe.

It was not to be expefted that Tippoo would remain
an idle fpettator of thefe tranfatlions. He infifted on
the claim which he reiaiiied over thefe forts, on the

ground of their being conquered by his father; and,
in confequence of the fubfequent compromife, he
affertedj and withfome plaufibility, that, in virtue of

U u 2 the
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the feudal laws, no transfer of them could be made
without his confent as fovereign of Myfore; and he

aUo alleged, as a further caiife of complaint againft

the rajah, that he had given protection to a number of
his rebel fubjeCls. Accordingly, on the 29th of De-
cember, Tippoo made a direct attack upon the lines

of Travancore; but, receiving a remonftrance from
the Britifh government of Fort St. George, he defift-

ed from farther hoiliiities, and even apologized for his

recent conduB, aflirming, ^' that the attack was oCt,
'

cafioned by the rajah's people having firft fired on his

troops; that, noiwithftanding this, he immediately
ordered his troops to difcontinue the attack, and fent

back the people whom they had captured."

From the 29th of December \ 781, to the ill of
March 1790, Tippoo Sultan remained perfeftly quiet,

flill, however, aflerting his claims to the feudal fove-

reignty of the forts, but at the fame time offering to

fubmit the objeO in dilpute to the decifion of any im-
partial arbitraiion. The rajah, who appears all along
confident of being fupported by the Britifli arms, ven-
tured on tjje ift of March to make an offenfive attacl^

on T]ppoo's lines. For this extraordinary ftep, the

rajah alleged in excufe the hoftile preparations of
Tippoo in the ereftion of batteries, &c. &c. An
engagement took place; and, war being thus com-
mi^nced, theBritifli government conceived themfelves
bound to take an aQ;ive part in favour of the rajah

their ally. Though the judice of the war may be fairly

queilioiied, yet as the favourite obje6l of the Englifh
had long been the hun^bling of Tippoo, it mufi be
confelfed there was at lead much policy in feleHing
the prefent period for the accomplifhment of fuch a
purpofe. With all the other native pov;ersof India
we were not only at peace, but treaties of alliance

exifled between Great Britain and the two moft power-
ful Hates in that quarter, the Nizam and the Mahrat-
tasj both of whom declared themfelves in perfe6f rea-

dinefs
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dinefs to exert their utmoll force to cruOi the rifing

power of Myfore. Unfortunately for Tippoo, while

he was thus expofed to the vengeance of a powerful

confederacy, the diftraded ftate of France cut ofF

all hopes of affiftance from his once great and formi-

dable ally. Such was the fituation of affairs in the eali,

previous to the meeting of parliament, and fuch were

the fa61s which appeared of fufficient importance to

induce the miniflry of Great Britain to involve the

nation in the expences and calamities of war.

A newly-elected parliament alfembled on the 25th

of November, 1790. In the fpeech from the throne

his majeily fignificd " his fatisfadion that the diffe-

rences with Spain were brought to an amicable termi-

nation." He obferved, " that fince the laft feffion of

parliament a foundation had been laid for a pacifica-

tion between Auftria and the Porte—^that a feparate

peace had aQually taken place between Ruffia and

Sweden; but, that the war between Ruffia and the

Porte (li'l continued. The principles on which I have

hitherto atted," faid his majeily, " will make me always

defirous of employing the weight and influence of

this country in contributing to the relloration of gene-

ral tranquillity. He obferved with concern the war

in India, occafioned," he faid, "by an unprovoked
attack on an ally of the Britifh nation; but which,

from the ftate of our forces in India, and the confi-

dence which the native powers had in the Britifh name,

there was a favourable piofpeQ: of bringing to a

fpeedy and fuccefsful conclufion."

On the 15th of December, Mr. Pitt, after in-

dulging in a flow of introductory eloquence, ftated

the amount of the expences incurred by the late ar

mament againft Spain; and propofed various tempo-
rary taxes, which would difcharge the incumbrance
in four years—with the afiiPiance of 500,0001. which
he had it in contemplation to take from the unclaimed,

dividends lying in the bank of England, the amount
of
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of which he eiiimated at 660}00ol. This latter

propofition excited alarm in all the great chartered

companies, and in the commercial and mercantile

world in general. It was urged, '^ that under the

term unclaimed dividends is indeed veiled a grofs fal-

lacy. Exclufive of the dividends of the ialt three

years, which are not properly unclaimed but merely

unreceived dividends, the balance amounts fcarcely to

a fifth part of the fum which the minifter propofes to

feizc. If the recent and fluctuating balances of the

bank are thus liable to feizures, the minifler may one

day order the money to be paid into the bank, and the

next he may without any violation of public faith

command it to be repaid into the exchequer." This

was a bold and daring attempt of the minifter, but he
foon found that it was one of thofe raeafures to which

the ufual complaifance of the houfe would not be

extended, and therefore he confented, by way of

compromife, to accept of a loan of 500,000!. from

the bank without interejl, fo long as a floating balance

to that amount fliould remain in the hands of the

cafhicr.

A fubjetl of confiderable importance came next

under the cognizance of parliament. The quellion

in debate was, in fubllance, whether a profecution

by impeachment of the commons, does, or does not,

abate by the diffolution of parliament? Mr. Burke
introduced (he difcufTion on the 17th of December,
fey moving, "that the houfe do refolve itfelf into a

committee, to fake into confideration the Hate of the

impeachment of Warren HaQings, Efq." This, after

fome oppofjtion, being carried, he made a fecond

motion, " that an impeachment by this houfe in the

Rame of the commons of Great Britain, againftWar-

rtii Ballings, Eiq. for high crimes and mildemeanors,

is Hill pending." The negative of this propofition

was fupported by the entire body of lawyers in the

houfe ahr,oll without an exception. Mr. Erfl^ine,

who
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who had been long and juftly dillinguifhed as a zea-

lous friend to the conUitution and liberties of his

country, endeavoured on this occafion to (hew, that

in confequence of the diflblution of parliament, the

impeachment had abated; and in this opinion he was

warmly feconded by all the crown lawyers. Upon
this great quedion, in the decifion of which the honour,

the dignity, and the authority, of the houfe were fo

deeply involved, the Speaker with peculiar propriety

rofe and delivered his opinion. " If," faid he, " the

maxim laid down by the lawyers were admitted to be

juft, the confequence was obvious. The impeach-

ment of a profligate or corrupt minifter might, by the

infidious intervention of the prerogative, at any time

be rendered nugatory and abortive. In the view of

the conltituiion, and even by the forms of parliament,

the impeachment is preferred not by the houfe of com-
mons merely, but by all the commons of England;
and the houfe can be con(kkred, in relation to the pro-

fecution, as no more than the agenis and attorneys of

the people at large. A fecond houfe of commons,
therefore, though certainly pofifeffing a difcretionary

power of dropping the profecution, if upon due
confideration they are of opinion it does not reft upon
a juft foundation, are as certainly at full liberty to

proceed in it, if in their judgment conducive to the

fafety or interefts of the ftate." This opinion pre-

vailed, and the trial went on.

The rights of juries had long been in an indefinite

and indeterminate ftate, particularly in the cafe of

libels; and, difputes difgraceful in themfelves, and
injurious to the adminiftraiion of juftice, had fre-

quently arifen between the court and the jury, be-

tween the judges and the counfcl. Mr. Fox, ever

aftive in the defence of popular rights, moved for a

bill to afcertain the authority of juries in the matter of

libel. With refpeQ to the pretended diftinclion be-

tween law and fact, Mr. Fox obferved, that when a

man
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man wa^ accufed of murder, a crime confining of

law and faft, the jury every day found a verdict of

guilty: and this was aifo the cafe in le.lony and every

other criminal indiftmeiit. Libels were the only ex-

ception, the fmgle anomaly, lie contended, that,

if the jury had no juriidiciion over libels, the coun-

fei who addrefied them on either hde, as to the cri-

minality of the publication, were guilty of a grofs

and infolent farcafm. Mr. Fox put this matter in a

ftrong point of view, by adverting to the law of trea-

fon. It was admitted on all hands, that a writing

might be an overt aft of trea fun. In this cafe, if

the court of king's bench were to fay to the jury?

*' Confider only whether the criminal publilhed the

paper—do not confider the nature of it—do not con-

fider whether it correfpond to the definition of treafon

or not;"—would Engliilimen endure that death fhould

be inllifted without a jury having had an opportunity

of delivering their fentiments whether the individual

was or was not guilty of the crime with which he was

charged? Having (hewn that the law of libels was

contrary to the original principles of law, Mr. P'ox

faid, that if the committee were clear as to this point,

their wii'eit and moll proper meafure would be to ena£t

a declaratory law refpe£ling it: but, if they were of

opinion that high authorises on the other tide made
the law doubtful, they might fettle the law for the fu-

ture without any reference to what it had been in

limes pafl. Mr. Pitt agreed with the principles flated

by Mr. Fox, but inllead of a committee of juftice,

recommended tlie bringing in a bill ''to remove all

doubts refpetting the rights an<l funtlionsof jurits in

criminal cafes." The bill was accordingly introduced,

and pafied the commons, but on its tranfmiffion to

the houfe of lords, it was oppofed on the iecond read-

ing by the lord chancellor, on pretence of iis being

^oo late in the feffion to difcufs a meafure of fuch im-

portance. The principle of the bill was ably defend-

ed
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ed bv tbe law-lords Camden and Loughborough*

with whom Lord Grdnviile coDcurred. The bill wa»

poftponed for the prtfcnt; but, in the next feflion,

1792, it was carried through both houfcs, and pafTecJ

into a law, notwithitanding the violent oppofiiion of

tile law-Lords, Thurlow, Kenyon, and Balliurft.

The .Marquis of Lanidou ne was pointedly fevere upon
the judges. Me laid, '• that the aft which declared the

judges independent of the crown, would, in fad, be

found to render them totally independent of the peo*

pie, ar.d more than ever dependent on the crown.

Before the revolution, the judges took no part in poli-

tics, or in the debates of that houfe; now they were
of great weight in every chfcuffiqn, and occupied fo

much of the time, that noble lords could hardly obtain

an opportunity of fpeaking. For what they knew,
they rnight have a chief juftice at the head of a party

in ih.a. houfe, going down reeking with party-rage to

preiide on a trial for a libel publiihed againft himfelf

by lome poll ical adverfary. For his own part, his

lordfhip declared, he could not frame to his mind a

cafe in which juries did not appear as fully competent
to decide confcientiouflv on the law aiid the fa6l

blended, as the twelve judges. He did not blame the

lawyers for making a Hand againit the prefent bill. It

was well worth a iiruggleon the part of the profeffion.

It was a proud ambitious profeliion, delirous of ob^
taining power over all. And if the noble lord at the

bead of the king's bench could overthrow it, as his

lordfhip had itudicd politics as well as law, he would
reign lord paramount of h ngland," The law-lords

joined in a proted againft the bill.

The evidence on the flave-trade being at length

doled, Mr. Wilberforce, on the 18th of Aj-ril, 1791,
brought forward his long expected motion of abolition,

which he introduced with a copious and convincing
difplay of the arguments in favour of that meafure.
The crimes and villanies to which thisr horrid traffic

Vol. VII. No. 141. X .x had
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had given rife, were detailed with aminiitenefs which
placed not merely the perlons a6lually concerned, but

human naiure itCelT, in a lioht the moll degrading and
detcftable. The mover, with all the eloquence of feel-

ing and of truth, aflerted that the hift:ory of this com-
merce was written in charaQers of blood. " Let us,"

faidhe, " turii out eyes for relief ffom thi.s difgraceful

fccne to fome ordinary wickednefs. The Reps taken

by parliament in this bnhnefs had by no means," he

faid, " bettered the condition of the wretched Africans,

when on-board our fhips : for, even in the year 1788,
when the friends of humanity were agitating the fub-

je6l within thofe walls, all the mifery, all the compul-

lion, all the defpair, all the inlanity, which on a for-

mer occafion he had brought into their view, weie

aflually going forward in the fiave fhips; and it ap»

peared upon the evidence, that feveral of diele wretches

voluntarily threw ther.ifelves into the rea,"and belore

they expired, fhewed llgns of exultation that they

bad efcaped. A veffel of 120 tons, commanded by
.Captain Knox, carried two hundred and ninety

flaves, and forty-three other perfons< the flaves had

not room to lie on their backs, and yet C&ptain Kno.\

had declared, 'they (lepi tolerably comfortable!' Ano-
ther veflel of J08 tons carried four hundred and

fifty flaves; and a tliird, of 150 tons, iix hundred.

It was fcarcely pofiible to conceive the fuflerings of

thofe unhappy beings thus crowded together, and

parched by the fultry heat of a burning lun: indeed

the whole formed a fcene of wretchedneis and depra-

vity, from the contemplation of which the mind turned

with difguft and horror. Mr. Wilberforcc alfo pro-

duced inltances to jhew th.at the Haves in the ifiands

were not under the protection of law. Colonial (ia-

tutes," he faid, *' had indeed been paffed, but they

were 4 mere dead letter; fince, however ill treated,

the flaves had feldom been coniidered as having any

j'ightto redrefs. An mftance of aftoniihing cruelty

appeartcl
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appeared in ihe leRimony. of Mr. Rofs, as corrimitted

by a jew; but, though a matter of notoriety, it does

not leem to have entered into the contemplation of any

perfon to call him to a legal account. Some inftances

had indeed occurred very lately, of conviftions; one

of which was, for a mafter having cut the mouth of a

child from ear to ear; when the verdift of the jury

evinced, that the do6lrine of calling mafters to ac-

count was entirely novel, as it only pronounced him
' guilty— fuhjeft to the opinion of the court, if immo-
derate correftion of a flave by his mafler be a crime

indidable.' The court determined in the affirmative ;

and for this inhuman aft of cruelty, the monlter of a

mafter was fined 25s. With refpe6l to the chara8er of

the Africans, many creditable witneftes, he obfcrved,

had fpokenhi;^hly of their ingenuity, tra6tability, cheer-

fulnefs, hofpitality, and every quality that evinced

ihem to be hitcd for civilized life. To fuppofe them
an inferior fpecics, and the peculiar objeds of the

divine vengeance, he termed a grofs and impious blaf-

phemy. Whatever might be the fate of his motion,

he had endeavoured," he faid, " to difcharge his duty,

and he was perfeclly fatisfied of one thing, thai tke pub-

lic had already aholijhed theJiavt trade." He concluded,

fcwith moviu',^ »' for a bill to prevent the farther impor-

tation of African negroes into the Britifh colonies;"

which after a long and animated debate, was nega-

tived by a majority of feventy-five voices.

To qualify in fome meafure the rejection of this

motion, a bill was introduced by Mr. Thornton, and
•pafled, for chartering a company to make an eftablifli-

ment at Sierra Leona on the coaft of Africa, for the

purpofe of cultivating Weft-Indian and other tropical

products by the ufe of free negroes. This experi-

ment has, by infpiring confidence in the Engiif]:i name,
opened a more unrelerved interconrfewirh the natives;

and every friend tp humanity mnft v,i{h it fjccefs.

The only remaining tranfaftion which fell under the

X X 2 notice
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notice of parliament this relfion was the bufinefs of

our interference between the Porte and Rufiia in fa-

vour of the i'ornier power. Thejuft grounds of the

quarrel can only be nnderllood by adverting to the

a6lual fituation of affairs on the continent. Leopold

king of Hungary had no fooner alfumed the Aultrian

fceptre, than he refolved on terminating the war with

Turkey; and, under the powerful nriediatioii of Eng-

land and Pruffia, a convention was concluded, Augult

.1790, at Reichenbach, after a negociation of fome

months; protracted in the unavailing hope of retaining

poffeffion of the important fortrefs of Belgrade, which,

6fiy years before. England had exerted herutmofl in-

fluence to fecure to the houfe of Auftria; but now,

fwayed by Pruffian counfels, folicitousto advance the

interefts of that power, in contra diftinftion to thofe

of AuRria, the ancient and genuine ally of Britain,

fhe infifted on its reftitution, in common with all the

•other Audrian conqueits, to the Ottoman Porte. In

return, the Auftrian Netherlands were guaranteed to

the houfe of Auftria, and the poffeiTion of the im-

perial crown eventually enfued to his Hungarian ma-

jelly. The Flemings refuiing, notwithllanding their

diftrefsful condition, to return to the Auilrian domi-

nion, a great military force was fent into the country

ii) the autumn of 1790, under the command of Mar-

.{hal Bender, which quickly effe8ed their total reduc-

tion.' Sweden alio, dilappointed in her views and

projefts of ambition, thought proper to fign a fepa-

rate peace with Rufiia, Augull, 1790, on the bafis of

the former treaties o^ Abo and Nyitadt. TheNcourts

of London and Berlin, elated with the fuccefs of their

mediation at Reichenbach, now in high and arrogant

language fignified 10 the Emprefs of Ruffia their plea-

fure, that peace fliould be reilored between the Otto-

man and Ruffian empires, on the terms of a general

reftitution of conquefts. The emprefs replied with

equal haughtinels, '• that flie would make peace and
war



W A R S OF EN G L A N D. 349
•war with whom (he plcafed, without the intervention

of any foreign power." Not however choofing too

far to provoke the refentment of thefe formidable and

fclf-crcated arbitrators, (he fecretly intimated her wi!-

lingnefs to conclude a ptace with Turkey, on the con-

dition of '-etaining the country eartw ard to the Neiftcr,

as a reafonable indemnification for the expences of

the war. This was a walte an4 defert tra6t of terri-

tory, valuable only for the fecurity it afforded to her

former acquifiiions, and for including within its limits

the ftrong and important fortrelsof Oczakow. This

being peremptorily refufed, the conference broke oH*,

and the emprefs determined to fupport her claims by

the fword.

Mr. Pitt therefore, on the 28th of March, 1791,
delivered a mellage to the houfe of commons from his

majelty, importing, " that the endeavours which he

had ufed in conjunftion with his allies to effeO. a paci-

fication not having proved fuccefsful, his majefty

judged it requifite, in order to add weight to his repre-

ientations, to make fome further augmentation of his

naval force." This meffaCTe bein^ taken into confi-

deration, Mr. Pitt enlarged much on the neceffity of

attending to the prefervaiion of the balance of power
in Europe. " The influence of the Turkifli empire,

he faid, was ofgreat effect in the general fcale. Its pre-

fent fituation was fuch as to afford julf caufe of a'pure-

henfion to other powers; and to Pruilia in particular it

mufl; be highly injurious, to fufterthe TurkiOi .empire

to be diminifhed in force and confequence. He there-

fore moved an addrefs, alFuring his majefty that his

faithful commons would make good fuch expences as

may be found necenary."

The profped of a v;ar with RulTia on thefe frivo-

lous grounds, ailonifhed every thinking individual,

alarmed the public, and wasoppofed in the houfe with

the whole ftrength and talents of oppofition. Mr. Fox
laid, " the right honourable niovcr of the addrefs had

enveloced
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enveloped bimfelf in myfttry and importance, but eitr-

plained nothing. When- the balance of power was
mentioned as a reafon for arming, it ought to be (hewn
how it was endangered. We had no quarrel with the

emprefs of Ruflia: we had no alliance with Turkey.
But by the abfurd pnde of interfering in the affairs

of every fovereign {tate, we involved ourfelves in con-

tinual expence, and were cxpofed to the perpetual

hazard of v;ar. It was to fecond the ambitious policy

of Pruffia, and not for any interefts of our own, thatr

we, were now called upon to arm. The czarina, it

was well known, had offered to give. up all her con-

quefts but a barren diflricl, unprofitable and worthlefs,

except for a fingle place contained in it, which place

was Oczakow. But would any one ferioufly pretend

that the balance of Europe depended on the trivial'

circumftance, whether Oczakow fhould in future be-

long to the empire of Ruffia or of Turkey .? That this

was even with minifters themfelves, a novel idea, was

plain; for Oczakow had been taken in 1788, and in

1789 his majefty had affured the parliament and the

nation, that the fituation of affairs was fuch aspromifed

us a continuance of peace." The queftioh was how-
ever carried in favour of the addrefs by 228 to 135
voices.

It has been faid, and with great truth, that this de-

cifion of itfelf was fufficient to demonflratethe necef-

iity of a parliamentary reform: for when the repre-

fentatives voted for a Ruffian war, they were fo far

from fpeaking the fentim.ents of the nation, that the

people every where execrated the meafure. And to

enter into a v.-ar in defiance of the opinion of the pub-
lic was an undertaking which the miniller, with his

acknowledged courage, did not choofe to attempt;

and therefore, after ail the bullling, threatening, and
dreadful preparation, the point in dilpuie was fuddenly

and wifely given up, and Oczakow remained in the

poffeffion of Rufiia. The fellion of parliament ter-

minated June the lOth, 17915 his majelly exprcffed

his
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tiis perfeft ratisfaftion at the zeal v;ith which the two

houfes had applied themfelves to the confideration of

the difFerent objects whicii he had recommended to

their attention.

Soon after the rifing of parliament, the nation was-

difgraced by a wanton and unprovoked feries of tu-

mults and outrages, which, for the fpace of four days,

fpread terror and alarm through the populous town

of Birmingham and the adjacent country. It has been

already ieen that a difference of fentiment on the cha-

rafter of the French revolution gave rife to a heated

and violent difcuffion in parliament,—ill according

with the dignity of a legiflative affembly. But this

caufe of difcord was not confined to the higher orders

offociety: it alfo pervaded the inferior clafles; and

confiderable pains were taken by minifterial journal-

ids to inflame the paffions of the populace againft the

aiferters of Gallic liberty. On the other hand, the

whig party and the friends of freedom in Great Bri-

tain rejoiced in the emancipation of a neighbouring

nation, and flattered themfelves that they faw in the

fuccefs of the French revolution, not only the annihi-

lation of defpotifm in that country, but the commence-
ment of a new fyflem of politics in Europe, the bafis

of which was peace, happinefs, and mutual concord.

In moft of the larger towns of Great Britain, aflb-

ciations were formed ioi the celebration of the French
revolution on the 14th of July: butthe oppofite party

were not indifferent fpectators of thefe proceedings:

the moft fcandalous and inflammatory infmuations

were conveyed in newipapers and pamphlets, ftigma-

tizing the friends of freedom as determined republi-

cans, and reprefenting the a6l of joining in a convi-

vial meeting on the odious 14th of July, as an attempt

to overturn the Britifli conftitution in church and ftate.

A few days previous..to the meeting in commemora-
tion of the French revolution at Birmingham, fix co-

pies of the nioft inflammatory and leditious handbills,

propofing
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propofmg the French revolution as a model to ihc

^.nglifli, and exciting them to rebellion, were left in

a pubJic-houfe by Tome perfon unknown. As the con-

tents of this handbill found a quick and general cir-

culation, they occafioned a ferment in the town. The
inagiltrates offered a reward of one hundred guineas

for difcovering the author, printer, or publifher, of

the obnoxious paper; and the friends of the meeting

jiitended for the 14th, publiflied at the fame time an

advertifement explicitly denying the fentiments and
dotsrines of the feditious handbill, and difavowingail

connexion with its audior or publifher. The views

and intentions of the meeting having, however, been

groBly milreprcfei'.r.ed, and the gentlemen concerned
lufpecting the feditious handbill to be an artifice pro-

jected by their adverfaries, thought it moll advifealjls

to velinquifh the fcheme; and accordingly notice was

given to that elleft: butjat the preilingindance of feve-

ral perfons diffatisfied with this determination, the in-

tention was revived, and the company met at the ap-

pointed time to the number of between eighty and

Fiinety. The ingenious Mr. Ker, well known far his

great attainments in chemiftry and other branches of

philofophy, and a member of the eltablifhcd church,

was p>]a'ced in the chair. The gentlemen had fcarcely

raet before the houfe was furrounded by a tumuituous

crowdj who teftified their difapprobation by hides and

groans, and by the fhout of Church and King, which

kecame the watch-word on this occafion. At five

o'clock the company difperfed, and foon afterwards

the windows in the front of the hotel were demolKhed,

and the houfe oiherwife injured; and notwithllanding

the appearance of the magiii rates, the mob forcibly

entered and fearched the houfe in quelt of the guelts,

but fortunately found none of them remaining.

Dr. PrieRley did not attend the feftival, but dined

at homestt Fairhill with a friend from London. After

fupper, they were alarmed with the intelligence, that

the
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the mob were afTembled at the new dilTenting mecting-

houfe belonging to the doclor. The rioters foon fet

the meeting on fire, and never left it :ill nothing re-

mained that conid be confumed. They attacked af-

terwards his old meeting houfe, but finding from its

lituation it would be dangerous to the neighbourhood

to fet it on fire, they adopted another plan, and took

out the pulpit, pews, Sec. and burnt the whole in an

adjoining burying-ground. About half pad nine

o'clock at night, Mr. Ryland, one of Dr. Prieftley's

congregation, came with a chaife to Fairhill, and in-

formed the family they mud lofe no time in effecting

their efcape. With nothing more than the clothes

which they had on, the do61or and his family got in-

to the chaife, and proceeded a mile further to Mr.
RuflTel's; but here they were informed, that the mob had

nearly dedroyed Dr. Prieftley's houfe, and would imme-
diately proceed to that in which they then were. They
therefore got into the chaife a fecondtime, and drove

to Mr. Hawkes's, half a m.ile further from the town.

From thi? ftation they could diftinttly hear every

fhout.of the mob, and the blows of the inftruments

which were employed to break down' the dpors. The
whole of the dotior's library, his valuable philoTo-

phical apparatus, his manufcripts and papers, were
entirely and completely deftroycd.

The day broke on the fucceeding morning only to

'difcover the ruins which this infatuated multitude had
made, and to enable them to continue their depreda-

tions. The next obje6l of their verrgeamce was Mr.
Ryland, the friend of Dr. Prieftley jurt m.entioned,

whofe elegant manfion at Eafy-hill they quickly demo-
liflied.—Here, as they found a profufion of liquor, a

fhocking fcene of intoxication enfued, and feveral of
the wretched rioters perifhed in the cellars by fuffo-

cation, or by the falling in of the roof. Six, terribly

bruifed, were dug out of the ruins, and carried to the

hofpital; ten dead bodies were found; and one man
Vol. VII. No. 142, Y y remainecl
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remained for three days in one of the vaults, and then

worked his way out with but little injury. It was in

vain that the magiftrates fwore in an additional number
of conftables; the mob had by this tirPle coUetled fuch

ftrength, as baffled all attempts of the civil power to

difperie them, and the conllables, after fupporting a

fevere confli8, in whichmany of them were wounded,
were compelled to retire.

Bordefly-hall, the country refidence of John Tay-
lor, Efq. an eminent banker, was foon after afiailed.

The greater part of the furniture was plundered and

earned away, and the houfe and out offices fet on fire.

Several farm-houfes alfo belonging to Mr. Taylor were

burnt. On the fame evening (being Friday) the houfe

of Mr. Hutton, the ingenious hiftorian of Birming-

ham, was completely (tripped. His books and papers

were all deftroyed.

On the Saturday morning they made anodier at-

tack on Mr. Humphrey's elegant houfeat Spark-brook.

"J'hey were at firft repulfed, and one man was killed,

Jn a feccnd attack they were more fuccefsful, and

ftripped the houfe of the whole of its furniture. Mr.
Ruflel's houfe at Showeli-green was entirely confumed,

Mr. Harwood's, and that of Mr. Hobfon, a diflenting

miniiter, fhared the fame fate. The building of

Mofely-hill, the refidence of Lady-dowager Carhamp-

ton, but the property of Mr. Taylor, was completely

demoliflied. Notice was given to Lady Carhamp-,

ton on the preceding day to remove her cf/efts, as no

part of their vengeance was direBedagainft her, with

which notice flie prudently comphed. The houfe

of Mr. Hawkes of Mofleywake-green was on the fame

day dripped entirely of the furniture.

The following morning the rioters proceeded to

Kingfwood, feven miles diliant. In their way they

committed numerous outrages, extorting money and

liquor wherever they came. At Kir.gfwood they

burnt the diffenting meeting-houfe of the miniller, and

a little
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a little after the houfe, Sec. of Mr. Cox, farmer at

Woodftock. In fliort, they were now fo highly flufhed

with fuccefs, that they threatened the entire extirpa-

tion of the diffenters from that part of the country.

Their authority and power were not, however, def-

tined to be of long duration. The town of Birming-

ham was relieved from their depredations on the Suti-

day evening, by the arrival of three troops of light

dragoons, which on the following morning were rein-

forced by three troops of dragoons, under Colonel de

Lancey. During this time the mob was parading

about the country, but its movements were now too ra-

pid and uncertain to effeft any formidable depredation.

On Tuefday feme reports were received of parties of

rioters being feen near Hagley, Hales Owen, &c. and
towards evening intelligence arrived of their attack-

ing Mr. Male's at Belle-vue. A party of light dra-

goons was immediately difpatched in purfuit of them;

but the rioters were overpowered by the country peo-

ple before the arrival of the foldiers, and ten of them
confined at Hales Owen. The Wednefday was em-
ployed by the light horfe in fcouring the country ten

miles round Birmingham, and on Thurfday the mob
was thoroughly difperfed, and peace and order com-
pletely re eiiabliflied. Of the unfortunate and infa-

tuated prifoners, who were taken in the a8;of rioting,
'

feventeen were tried, and five found guilty; one of
whom was reprieved, and four executed.

The parliament was not convened iill the 3 1 ft pf Ja-
nuary 1792. The king announced in his fpeech "the
marriage of his fon the Duke of York with the Princef*
Frederica, daughter of his goq^ brother and ally the

King of Pruffia. He informed the two lioufes, jhat a
treaty had been concluded, under his meditation
and that of his allies, between the Emperor of Ger-
many and the Ottoman Porte, and that, in conie-
quence of their intervention, prc^liminaries had been
agreed upon between the latter of thofe powers and
Ruffia. He lamented that he wis ngi't enabled to in-

Y y 2 form
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form them of the termination of the Indian war, but

hoped, from the fuccefs which had already attended

the bravery of the troops under Lord Cornwallis, that

it would foon be brought to an honourable conclufion.

The general ftate of affairs in Europe promifed a con-

tinuance of peace, and he was induced to hope for an

immediate reduftion of the naval and military efta-

blifiiments."

Mr. Pitt called the attention of the houfe to the

flourifhing condition of the commerce and finances of

the nation; and, in the courfe of a moft eloquent and

animated fpeech, delineated a pidure of national prof-

perity more flattering than even the moft glowing ima-

gination had ventured to fuggeft: " The amount' of

the permanent revenue, with the land and malt duties

annexed, from January 1791 to January 1792, he

eftimatedat 16,730,0001. being 300,000!. more than

the aggregate of the preceding year. The perma-

nent expenditure, including the intereft of the debt,

the annual million applied towards its extin6lion,

the civil lift, and the military and naval eftablifliments,

he calculated at 15,810,000!. leaving a clear fur-

plus of more than 900,000!. In this ftate of things

be thought himfelf authorized to propofe a repeal

of a part of the more burthenfome taxes, to the a-

mount of 20O5OO0!. per annum; and at the fame time

apply the fum of 400,000!. to the reduftiofi of the na-

tional debt, in aid of the annual million appropriated

by parliament. After fporting his fancy, in deve-

loping the hidden and fruitful fprings of returning

^profperity, the miniOer concluded with the following

memorable words: " From the refult of the whole I

truft I am ci. titled to infer, that the fcene which we
are now conremplating is not the tranfient efFe6l of ac-

cident, not the fhort-lived profperity of a day, but

ihe genuine and natural refult of regular and perma-

nent caufes. The feafon of our fevere trial is at an

end; and we are at length relieved, not only from the

dejeciion and (^looai which a fev; years finae hung over

the
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the country, but from the doubt and uncertainty

which, even for a confidcrable time after our prof-

pe6t had begun to brighten, ftill mingled with the

hopes and expetlations of the public. We may yet

indeed be fubjeft to thofe fludluations which often

happen in the affairs of a great nation, and which it is

impollible to calculate or forefee; but as far as there

can be reliance on human fpeculations, we have the

bell ground from the experience of the pafl to look,

with fatisfaftion to the prefent, and with confidence

to the future," Such were the brilliant hopes which in

this moment of minifterial exultation the people were

taught to indulge, and with fuch dazzling but decep-

tive fplendor rofe the morn of a year deftined to let

m darknefs, calamity, and blood.

Mr. Pitt, on the 17th of February, prefented a co-

py of the treaty between his majeily and the King of "

Pruffia on the marriage ofhis royal highnefs the Duke
York with the Princefs Frederica Charlotte Ulrique

Catharine of Pruffia. The fubfiance of which was,

that the King of Pruffia gives to the princefs his daugh-

ter 1 00.000 crowns, viz. 40,000 as a portion, and

6O5OOO as paraphernalia; and in cafe the princefs dies

before her hufband, both thefe fums are to revert to

the King of Pruffia and his fucceflbrs. Their royal

highneffes, and the King of Great Britain, as well in

his own name, as for his fon the Duke of York, re-

nounce for ever all right of inheritance to the crown
and dominions of Pruffia. The Duke of York makes
a prefent to her royal highnefs of 65OO0I. on the day

of marriage, with intereft from September 1791.

,

The Duke of York agrees to pay to her royal high-

nefs, for pin-money, the [[im of 4,000!. per annum,,
of which her royal highnefs is to have the fole difpofal.

The King ofBritain pays a counter-portion of 100,000
crowns, and engages that in cafe of the death of his

royal highnefs, the annual fum of 8,oool. with a fuit-

able refidence and fuitable eftablifliment, ffiall .be pro-

vided for the princefs.

On
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On the 2d of April, the houfe refolved itfelf into

a committee to conHder of the (late of the African

Have trade. From the decifion on Mr. Wilberforce's

motion laft fefTion, it appeared that the enthufiafm of
parliament for the abolition had greatly abated; while

on the other hand that of the public in general had in-

creafed. The table of the houfe of commons was now
covered with petitions from all parts of the kingdom,
imploringinearneftlanguage the abolition of that infa-

mous and inhuman traffic. Mr. Wilberforce declared,
*' That from bis exertions in this caufe he had found
happinefs, though not hitherto fuccefs. It enlivened his

waking and foothed his evening hours, and he could

not recoUcft without fingular fatisfaftion, that he had
demanded juftice for millions who could not afk it for

themfelves." He concluded an able and eloquent

fpeech, by moving the queftion of aboliLion. Mr.
Wilberforce was powerfully fupported by many of

the mofl refpeClable members of the houfe, amongft
whom Mr. Whitbread particularly diitinguifhed him-

felf by the energy and animatfon of his remarks. " It

was the neceffary quality of ciifpotifm," he faid, " to

corrupt and vitiate the heart : and the moi^l evils of
this fyftem were fcill more to be dreaded than the po-

litical. But no mildnefs in pradice could make that

to be right which was fundamentally wrong. Nothing
could make him give his affent to the original fin of
delivering man over to the defpotifm of man. It was
too degrading to fee, not the produce of human la-

bour, but man himfejf, made the objeQ: of trade. He
obferved, that a fatality attended the arguments of

thofe who defended this detefiable and fliocking

trade. In an account of felling the ftock of a planta-

tion, one of the evidences in favour of the flave

merchants faid, ' that the flaves fetched lefs than the

common price, becaiife they toere damaged.^ Dama-
ged!" exclaimed Mr. Whitbread, " what is this, but
an acknowledgment that they were worn down by la-

bourj
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hour, ficknefs, by every fpecies of ill treatment; and
thatinftead of receiving the indalgence their fnaation

requires, they are to be worked to death, transferred

Trom one tafk-malter to another, the latter periiaps

more inhuman than the former! A trade attended

with fuch dreadful evils ought not to be thought of

—cannot be mentioned without horror, nor conti-

nued without violating every moral and religious ob.

ligation."

In confequence of the ardour difplayed by the na«

tion at large in this bufinefs, it was at length deter-

mined to concede, what was now become difficult,

perhaps dangerous to withhold. Mr. Dundas, ad-

vanced to the dignity of fecretary of (late by the re-

fignation of the Duke of Leeds, and the organ of the

interior cabinet in the houfe of commons, now re-

commended to the houfe, in a very plaufible fpeech,

the adoption of a middle and moderate plan, fuch as

would reconcile the interefts of the Weft-India iflands

with the eventual abolition of the trade; and con-
cluded by moving " That the word gradual might be
inferted before abolition." Mr. Pitt, who had done
himfelf honour by his uniform and vigorous oppofi-

tion to the flave-trade, in conformity with his palt fen-

timents, now declared his decided difapprobation of
the am.endment; and in a fpeech fraught with argu-

ment and eloquence, conjured the houfe not to pott-

pone even for an hour the great and neceffary work
of abolition. " Refleft," faid Mr. Pitt, " on the eighty

thoufand perfons annually torn from their native land !

on the connexions which are broken! on the friend-

fhips, attachments, and relationfhips, that are burft

afunder! there is fomething in the horror of it that

furpaffes all the bounds of imagination. Plow fhall

we repair the mifchiefs we have brought upon that

continent? If, knowing the miferies we have caufed,

we refufe even now to put a ftop to them, how greatly

aggravated will be the guilt of Britain! Shall we not
rather count the days and hours that are fufFered to

intervene,
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intervene, than to delay the accomplifhment of fnch

a work? I trull we fhall not think ourfelves too li-

beral, if we give to Africa the common chance of

civilization with the reft of the world. If we liften

to the voice of reafon and duty, and purfue this night

the line of conduft which they prefcribe, fome of us

may live to fee the reverfe of that pifture from which

we now turn our eyes with ftiame and regret. We
may live to behold the natives of Africa engaged in

the calm occupations of induftry, in the purfuits of a

ju{t and legitimate commerce. We may behold the

beams of fcience and philofophy breaking in upon
their land, which at fome happy period in ftill later

times, may blaze with full luftre; and, joining their in-

iluence to that of pure religion, may illuminate and

invigorate the moft diftant extremities of that immenfe

continent. Then may we hope, that even Africa,

though laft of all the quarters of the globe, fhall en--

joy at length, in the evening of her days, thofe blef-

iings which hav^ defcended fo plentifully upon us in

a much earlier period of the world.

Mr. Fox fupported the fame fide, with a force of

argument and energy of expreffion, equally imprefTive

and convincing: '* The gentleman who propofed the

amendment called himfelf," Mr. Fox faid, " a mode-

rate man; but he neither felt, nor wifiied to feel, any

thing like moderation on the fubjecl. The queflion

before thehoufe was fimpiy this; Whether they fhould

authorize by law the commiffion of crimes in Africa,

which inthis country would incur the fevereft penalties,

and even an ignominious death? Regulations, in this

cafe, would be as difgraceful as they would be impotent.

One gentleman had propofed a premium for the trani-

portation of females. What!" exclaimed Mr. Fox,
« is the kidnapper then to be encouraged by the Bri-

tilh legiflature to lay a fnare for the harmlefs maid

—

to fnatch her from the arms of her lover or her pa-

rents—or to feparate the wife from her hufband and

children? He fhould like," he faid, " to fee the claufe

bv
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by which this inhuman meafure was to be prefentedto

the parliament of England; he fhould like 10 fee the

man capable of conceiving words to frame fuch a

claufe—was there a gentleman in the houfe bold

enough to fupport it? Lalt feffion," faid Mr. Fox,
'• we v/ere cajoled and taught to believe that fomcr^

thing would be early brought forward. Have we not '

paHed a year, and nothing has been done? Are we
ilill to be deluded and betrayed? Why was not the

fyftem of moderation propofcd then? Why were we
not then entertained with this 7nild and middle courfe

called a gradual abolition.'' To enforce the neceflity

of animmediateabolition, Mr, Fox proceeded \o abate-

ment of fafts. " A black trader," he faid, " brought

a girl to a (lave fliip for fale: fome perfon afterwards

wept on-board and difcovered who the trader was that

fold her, and went and brought him to the fliip and
fold him for a flave. ' What, faid the trader, ' Ao
you buy me, grand trader?' ' Yes,' replied the captain,

' I will buy you or any one elfe if ofiPered for fale/

On the firft view of this fa£l it appears a piece^ of
barefaced villany; but on examining the fubjeft it is

evidently a neceffary confequence flowing from the

very nature of the trade. How could the captain

know or decide who was the real owner of the airl?

As had only given m that inllance the fame anfwer
that he muft give in every other : ' I know not who has

a right to fell, it is no affair of mine; ifanyone ofPers

me a flave, my rule is to buy him and afk no quef-

tions.' Were the objeds of the trade brute animals,"

faid Mr. Fox, " no man ought to expofe them to be,

treated with fuch wanton cruelty—-were they wholly
inanimate, no honeft man would engage in a trade

founded manifeftly on the principles of injuftice!"

The amendment of Mr. Dundas was neverlhelefs car-

ried on the divifion by a majority of fixty-eight voices*

Accordingly he afterwards moved " that the importa^
tion of negroes into the Britifli colonies fliould ceafe

Vol. VII, No. 142, Zz on
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on the iflof January 1800." This, on the motion of

Lord Mornington, was after great difficulty and debate

altered to January the ift 1796.

The next bulinefs of importance that came under

the confideration of parliament, was the eftablifhment

of a new police for the city and liberty of Wellminlier.

The bill, for this purpofe was introduced by Mr. Bur-

ton. The outline of bis plan was, to eltablifh five

principal offices, to be always open for the adminillra- •

tion of that branch of juftice which falls within the

jurifdiBion of the julliccs of the peace. To each

offices three juftices were to be appointed, with a fa-

lary of 300I. each per annum. The fees paid into all

the offices were to be cojifolidated into one fund,

which was to be applied towards the difcharge of the

fararies; and in order completely to annihilaie the

odious name and fundions of a trading juiiice, no per-

fon in the commiffion of the peace was to be per-

mitted to receive fees.

Though the various attempts made in the houfe of

commons to obtain a parliamentary reform, had uni-

formly proved unfuccefsful, they were yet far from

being unproduftive of effe8s, as they provoked dif-

cuffions tending to make thofe very evils more appa-

rent, which the legiflature peremptorily refufed to

remedy. From this fource, and from the knowledge

conveyed through a number of popular trafts on
the fubjeft, the public mind was at this period com-

pletely informed of the defefts of our reprclentative

iyfiem. In confequence of this general difi'ufion

of knowledge, a number of political focieties were

formed for the purpole of procuring a reform in

parliament. One of thtfe focieties, compofed chiefly

of tradel'men, affumed the title of the London Cor-

refponding Society, and adopted in its full extent the

celebrated fyflem of reform recommended by the

Du'Wof Richmond, reiling on the bafis of univerfal

fuHVage and annual parliaments. But though the fate

of
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of this fociety is deftined to occupy a confpicuous part

in the fubfcquent Hiltory of England, there was ano-

ther formed at this time, which, of all others, attracted

moll the attention both of government and the nation.

The fociety alluded to, known by the name of the

Friends of the People, adopted thofe principles of re-

form which Mr. Pitt had once fupported, and which

had been lanQioned by the approbation of the molt

diltinguifhed advocates for conftitutional liberty.

About thirty members of parliament entered their

names as members of this affociation, which alfo com-
prehended many of the mofl: eminent chara^^ers in the

kingdom, whether in refpe6l of political or literary

ability. After publidiing a manly declaration of their

fentiments, the fociety -came to the refolution, that

early in the next lelfion a motion of reform fhould be
brought forward in parliament, and that the condu6l
of the bufmefs in the houfc of commons fhould be
committed to Mr. Grey and Mr. Erfl^ine, both of
whom were members.

In conformity with the views of this fociety, Mr,
Grey, on the 3oih of April, gave notice of his inten-

tion to move, in the courfe of the enluing fellion, for

an inquiry into the ftate of the reprefentation. He
had fcarcely concluded this intimation, when Mr. Pitt

rofe with unufual vehemence to reprobate the meafure.
" Nothing could," he faid, " ht whifpered on this

fubjed which did not involve quedions of the moll
ferious, the molt extenfive, the moit lafting,importance

to the people of this country, to the.very being of the

itate. He felt no difficulty inaffertmg, in themolt deci-

five terms,ihat heobjefted both to the time and the mode
in which this bufinefs was brought forward. He would
confefs that, in onerefpeft, he had changed his opinion
upon ihis fubje£t, and he was not alhamed to own it.

He retained his opinion of the propriety of a parlia-

mentary reform, if it could be obtained by a general

concurrence, pointing harmlefsly at its object. But
Z z a he
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he was afraid, at this moment, that if agreed to by
that houfe, the fecurity of all ihe bleflings we enjoyed
would be fliaken to the foundation. The prefent, he
afferted, was not a time to make hazardous experi-

ments. Could we forget what leflbns had been given
to the world within a few years? Could it be fup-

pofed that men felt the fituation of this country, as

contrafled with that of others, to be deplorable? He
then noticed the aflbciation of the friends of the peo-
ple, and its advertifements, inviting the public to join
the ftandard of reform. He faw with concern the

gentlemen to whom he alluded, united with others,

who profefTed not reform only, but dire6l hoftiliiy to

the very form of our government, who threatened the

extinftion of monarchy, hereditary fucceffion, and
everything which promoted order and fubordinationin

a ftate. To hislall hour he would refill every atternpt

of this nature, and if he was called upon either to

hazard this, or for ever abandon all hopes of reform,

he would fay he had no hefitation in preferrii)g the lat-

ter alternative."

The moderation of Mr. Fox's language on this oc«
cafion afforded a ftriking contraft to the vehemence
of the minifter. He reminded the houfe " that he
had never profeffed to be fo fanguine on this fubje8;

as the right honourable gentleman; but, although lefs

fanguine, he happened to be a little more confiilent;

for he had early in public life formed an opinion of
the neceffity of a parliamentary reform, and remained
to this hour convinced of that neceffity, and the ob-

vious reafon was, that the proceedings of the houfe
were fometimes at variance with the opinion of the

public. Qf the truth and juftice of this fentiment, he
faid it was only neceffary to refer to a recent infhance,

the Ruffian ainiament. The declaration of that houfe
was, that w6 fhould proceed to hoiiilities. The de-
claration of the people was, that we fliould not : and fo

ilrong was that declaration, that it filenced and awed the

mmilter
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minifter with his triumphant majority. What was the

conlequence ? That the people of England were at this

moment paying the expence of an armament for which

they never gave their confent; and as far as that goes,

they pay their money for not being reprefented, and

becaufe their fentiments were not fpoken within the

walU of that houfe. It was the doftrine of implicit

confidence in the minilter that rlifgufled the people;

a confidence not given to him from the experience of

his probity and talents, but merely becaufe he was

minifter: and whatever calamities he may bring upon
the country, no inquiry into his conduQ will be grant-

ed. As to the obnoxious allies of the late affociators,

the obje6lion might be completely retorted by afking

the minilter, who have you for your allies? On our
part there may be infuriated republicans, on yours

they notorioufly are the Haves of defpotifm. The
{irft are the rafh zealots of liberty, the latter its inve-

terate and determined enemies: both of them un-

friendly perhaps to the conftitution, but there is no
^ comparifon between them in point of real hoftility to

the fpirit of freedom."

Mr. Sheridan, among other arguments in favour of
reform, obferved, " that fixty or feventy peerages

had been created under the prefent adminiltration, for

no dillinguiftied abilities, for no public fervices, but

merely for their interefl in returning members of par-

liament . Here peerages had been bartered for elettion

interefl ; in the fifter kingdom they had been all but prov-
.edtohave been putuptoauBion foj money. Themini-
fter, failing in his propofition of adding one hundred
members to the houfe of commons, had almolt added as

many to the houfe of peers. In his public letter to

Mr. Wyvill, he profefl'ed himfelf a friend, both as a
man and minifter, to parliamentary reform, and pledged
himfelf to purfue it til! it was accomplifhed. What
had fince happened to change his opinion? He had
been eight years a minifter, and as he could with to-

lerable cafe command majorities, he found he could

do
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do without it." Mr. Sheridan remarked, '« that an

honorable gentleman (Mr. Powisj had called upon all

who thought as he did, to proteft againft the mealure.

In this he had done wifely; for to proted was eaiier

than to argue."
*

On the 5th of June, Mr. Dundas brought forward

his Itatement of the revenue and finances of India;

and by an intricate dedu6iion of figures, he attempted

to prove the furplus of the Bengal revenue for the

preceding year to be no lefs than 11,cool. The
flourifhing ftate of the revenue was, however, re-

marked by Mr. Francis to be not precifely the fame

thing with the flourilhing ftate of the country, which

might be ill able to bear the weight of thefe irapofitions.

The feizures for non payment of the land revenue

were, he faid, moll alarmingly notorious: and he held in

his hand, at that moment, two Bengal advertifements,

the one announcing the lale of feventeen villages, the

other of forty-two. The reft of the debate confided

chiefly in defultory converfation concerning the In-

dian war. As that fubjett however foon afterwards

affumed a new afpeft, by the fortunate termination ef-

fected by Lord Cornwallis, a detail of the principal

events of the war from its commencement 10 the peace

concluded in March 1792, is of more importance, and

has therefore a ftronger claim on attention.

The atUial commencement of hoftilities may be

dated from the engagement between the troops of the

Rajah of Travancore, Itationed at Cranganore for the

defence of that fortrefs, with thofe of Tippoo Sultan

on the id of May 1790. This event, which was ex-

pelled by our government and probably concerted

with them, was the fignal for a moft vigorous prepa-

ration for war on the part of the Britifh. The grand

Carnatic army affembled immediately in the louthern

provinces. The general plan of the campaign was to

reduce the Coimbettore country, and all the adjacent

territory which lay below the Ghauts, or narrow paffes

between
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between the mountains, and to advance by the Gujel-

hetty pafs to the fiege of Seringapatam, the metropolis

oF Myfore. While fuch were to be the operations

of the grand army under General Meadows, the Bom-
bay army under General Abercrombie was to under-

take the reduction of the country lying to the wed of

the Ghauts, and afterwards to co-operate with the main
army, as circumftances might dirett. In the mean
time the fafety of the Carnatic was fee u red by a force

under Ccionel Kelly, and ftyled from its pofition the

centre army, being Itationed in the line between Ma-
dras and the paffes leading to Myfore. The Poonah
Mahrattas and the Nizam were refpetlively to pene-

trate the enemy's territory in the quarter bordering

upon theirs; and Seringapatam was edablifhed as the

common centre, where the whole force was to appear

in a colletlive body.

The redudion of Cannanore was General Aber-
crombie's firft objeft, which after having efFeded, and

~ feized feveral other places on the coaft, he entered the

kingdom of Myfore; which, notwithftanding the pre-

tended oppreffion of the government, exhibited every

where marks of the higheil cultivation andprofperity.

The fukan defending himfelf with great refolution,

and no mean difplay of military fliill, General Mea-
dows found himfelf under the neceffity of retreating to

the vicinity of Madras; where in the month of Decem-
ber 1790, Lord Gornwallis afTumed the command of

" the army in perfon. The firft exploit, after his lord-

Ihip's joining the army, was the capture of-Savendroog
one of the moft formidable hill-forts in the whole
of Tippoo's dominions. It is indeed avail mountain
of rock, and is reckoned to rife above half a mile in

perpendicular height, from a bafeoFeightortenmiiesin

circumference. Embraced by walls on every fide, and
defended by crofs walls and barriers wherever it was
deemed acceffible, this huge mountain had the farther

advantage of being divided above by a chafm which
feparates
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feparates the upper part into two hills, which, 'having

each their defences, form two citadels capable of being

maintained independent of the lower work, and afford-

ing a fecure retreat, fhould encourage the garyfon to

hold out to the laft extremity.

Lieut. -colonel Stuart, who commanded the right

wing of the arrnvj and in the firfl; campaign had been
employed in reducing the forts of Dindigul and Paul-

gautchery, was deflined to command at the fiege of
Savendroog, and pitched his camp, on the loth of
December, within three miles of the north fide of the

rock, the quarter from which the chief engineer had
propofed to carry on the attack. The force feni with

Colonel Stuart confiRed of the 52d and 7 2d regiments,

commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Nefbitt, and three

battalions of fepoys. Major Montague, in command of

the artillery, had a park of four iron eighteen and four

iron twelve-pounders, and two howitzers, befides the

field-pieces of the corps.

This ftupcndous fortrefs, fo difficult of approach,

is no lefs famed for its noxious atmofphere, occafioned

by the furrounding hiils and woods, than for its won-
derful fize and (Irength; and is faid to have derived

its name of Savendroog, or the Rock of Death, from
its fatal climate.

The flank companies of the 71 ft and 76th regiments

having been fent from camp to join the detachment,

and every thing being in readinel's, the morning of the

21ft of December was fixed for the aflfault.

At eleven o'clock, on a fignal of two guns being

fired from the batteries, the flank companies, followed

by the 52d and 7 2d regiments, advanced to the affault;

the band of the 52d regiment playing, " Britons, ftrike

home!" while the grenadiers and light infantry mount-
ed the breach. The road, or pathway, from the breach

to the weftern hill being not only extremely fteep, but

narrowj the enemy who fled from the breach impeded
each
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each other, and a few welL-direfted fhot from the bat-

teries, at that moment, did execution, and increafed

their confufion. Captain Monfon, widi his own light

company of the 52d regiment, and a ferjeant and

twelve grenadiers of the 71ft regiment, prelfed io hard,

that they entered the different barriers along with the

enemy, and killing a number of them, among whom
was the fecond killedar, gained pofTeffion of the top

of the mountain, where the head killedar was prifoner.

So clofe and critical was thepurfuit, that the ferjeant

of the 71ft regiment, when at fome diftance, fhot the

man who was fhutting the firft gate. Above a hun-

dred of the enemy were killed on the weftern hill,

and feveral fell down the precipices in efcaping from

the aflailants. The prifoners were few, who faid the

garrifon had confifted of 1500; but that many had
deferted during the fiege. Thus, inlefs than an hour,

in open day, the ftupendous and hitherto-deemed im-

pregnable fortrefs of Savendroog was ftormed without

the lofs of a man, only one private foldier having been
wounded in the alTault!

The plan of the war was now confiderably charged,
and a grand effort refolved on, to force a paffage to

Seringapatam through the country lying direfily weft-

ward of Madras. On the 2 2d of February 1791 the

army had marched beyond the pafs of Muglee with-

out interruption) and on the 24th, Lord Cornwallis

proceeded to Bangalore. After three days march,
fome parties of the enemj^'s horfe were difcovered,

which increafed as the army advanced; and before
the Britifli reached within eighteen miles of Banga-
lore, they burnt all the adjacent villages and deftroyed
the forage. When advanced within ten miles, the
fultan's army appeared in excellent order, and having
taken poffellion of the heights, cannonaded the Bri-
tifli rear, while his cavalry made an unfuccefsful at-

tempt on the baggage. The BritiOi general encamped
before Bangalore on the 5th of March. On the fol-

VoL. Vn. No. 142. 3 A lowing
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lowing day thej&£^^(2 or town was ftormed and taken, with

the lols of one hundred men. On die sad Lord Corn-

wallis determined, without further delay, to ftorm the

fort, as he was beginning to run fhort of provifions.

The ftorming party confilted of tlie 36th, yad, 76th,

king's regiments, two battalions of fepoys, together

with the European grenadiers and light infantry of

the army: and the whole command by Major-general

Alcsdows.
" They were obliged to afcend and defcend by fcal-

ing ladders, and in two hours from the commence-
ment of the alfault the Britifh colours were feen fly-

ing on the rampart. The garrifon confided of about

3000 men, 1500 of whom were indantly and inevitably

put to the bayonet. Great quantities of grain were

found in the fort and pettah; and this glorious enter-

prize was efieBed with the lofs of only about 20 men
killed and wounded on our fide. Bangalore was rec-

koned among Tippoo's ftrongeft holds in the Myfore

country, and confequently its lofs was feverely felt by

him.

The fort is nearly oval, with two gates covered by

outworks,- but without a drawbridge; one to the fouth-

well called the Seringapatam-gate— the other, Oofcot-

tah, to the eallward. It appears to be irregularly built,

about a mile and three quarters in circumference,

with fmall. round baftions at the diftance of 50 or 60
yards, incapable of containing more than three guns

each. Six lofty cavaliers in different parts, mounting

each eight or ten guns, command the fort and the ad-

jacent country; the rampait is fufficienily broad to

admit of the heavieft guns being fired from the cur-

tains; and the ditch, except in two places where it is

covered by outworks, is deep and broad, but with

hardly any water in it.—The faufle-braye is wide, and

the covenway very judicioufly conitrufted; the glacis,

asisufual in Indian for;s, too fteep. More than 100

pieces of cannon were taken, with great quantities ot

ammuniiion iuid military (lores.

All
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All accounts concur in admiring the extent and

magnificence of the palace, and the plantations and

difpofition of iis garden; exaft architedure or ele.

gance could not be looked for, but much more of

both was found than could have been expe6led. In

the extenfive chambers of the palace, a r:ch pro-

fufion of carpets, hangings, ?.nd (iiks, gilded and flu-

ted pillars, and walls and cielings painted and burnifli-

ed; and, m the garden, walks and pieces of water well

difpofed and planted, with lofty and fhady avenues,

and fruit and flowers in great abundance. But a ftill

more important proof of the rapid ftrides the former

mader of Bangalore was making in ufeful improve-

ments, was the flate of the foundry for cannon and

iron-works which he carried on there. One very re-

markable machine for boring mufl<.ets was found; it

is worked by bullocks, and fuch is its force and con-

trivance as to bore fifty at a time. The venerable

killedar Bahauder Khan, fell in the florm of the ram-

parts. The fecond in command alfo fell; and Kiftna

Row, Tippoo's favourite bucfhee, was taken prifoner.

The walls were fcaled in two places at once.

On the 13th of May, the army, by extraordinary

exertions, arrived in view of Seringapatam, the fuperb

capital of Myfore, defended by the fultan in perfon:

fuch were the rapid movements of Lord Cornwallis,

that Tippoo had only reached the place four days be-

fore his lordfhip came in fight. On the next day an

a£lion took place, in which Tippoo was faid to be de-

feated; though he does not appear to have fuitained

any very confiderablelofs. Thefwellingof theriverCa-

very, which furrounds Seringapatam, together with

the want of provlfions, compelled Lord Cornwallis to

begin his retreat to Bangalore, almolt before his vitlory

could be announced. General Abercitombie, who had

advanced through the Ghauts on the oppofite fide, with

a view to form a junQion with Lord Cornwallis, w^as

now alfo obliged to lead back his army, fatigued, ha-

3 A 2 , raffed.
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railed, and difappointed, over the mountains they

had fo lately and with fuch difficulty pafled. During
ihefe tranfatUons, the troops of the Nizam and the

Mahraiias kept dil'creetly aloof, leaving the burthen

of the war almoil entirely to the Britifh. While the

army lay encamped near Seringapatam, a prefent of

fruit was fent from Tippoo to Lord Cornwallis, and

fome overtures for a feparate peace: the prefent was

however returned, with an allurance to the fuhan,

that no peace could be accepted that did not include

the allies. Notwithftanding this difappointment, fo fo-

licitous was Tippoo for peace, that Lord Cornwallis

had fcarcely reached Bangalore when a vakeel arrived

with full powers to treat; but owing, it is faid, to fome
informality in point of etiquette, rather than to any dif-

like of the obje6l of his miffion, all negociation Avas

fufpended.

Though this campaign was not attended with the

fuccefs expected, the next, for which Lord Cornwallis

made unremitted preparations, opened under more
favourable aufpices. On the i ft of February, 1792, the

grand army proceeded on their march to attack a fe-

cond time the capjtal of Tippoo Saib, with all the

conhdence that arofe from knowing that every diffi-

culty was now forcfeen and provided againfl; and all.

were fenfible that the fatigues they had undergone

were amply compenfated by the experience gained

in t*he former expedition to the capital. Under thefe

impreffions they foon mounted the range of barren

hills that Wes to the north-eall of Seringapatam. The
view of the city from thofe heights, and of the ful-

tan's encampment under the walls of it, was a pleafing

but not a new light to the army. Every circumftance

that couM be obfcrved was interelling; and, from the

fultan's pofition, it was evident he meant to defend

the place in perfon, and make this the grand conclud-

ing fcene of the war.

The army arrived on the 5tli of February, and

pitched
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pitched their camp a croFs the valley of Milgottah,

fronting the lukan, at the diftance of about fix

iniles from his camp and capital. The Britilh army

formed the from line. Its right wing reached from

the river along the rear of the French rocks to a

large tank which covered that flank of the line. The
park- and left wing extended from the other fide oi

the river to the verge of the hills which the army had

croUed on their lail march. The refervc, encamped
about a mile in the rear, facing outwards, left a fuffi-

cient fpace between it and the line for the (lores and
baggage. The Mahratta armies were alfo in the rear,

fomewhat farther removed, to prevent interference

with our camp.

Ever fince the junftion of the Mahratta armies,

Tippoo, feeing he could not conttnue to keep the

field, had employed his chief attention, and the exer-

tions of the main body of his army, in fortifying his

camp, and improving his defence^ in the fort and
ifland. The country had already been laid wafte

during the former campaign, and the fultan feemed
confidently to reft his hopes on the ftrength of his

works and army for protracting the fiege, till the want

of fupplies, or the approach of the monfoon, fliould a-

gain oblige his enemies to withdraw from his capital.

This plan of defence was the more promifing of fuc-

cefs, not only from the event of the laft campaign,

but from its being exaftly an adoption of the meafures

by which his father, Hyder Aji, defeated a fimiliar

combination which was formed for tl^e attack of his

capital in 1767.
At feven o'clock in the evening of the 6th of Fe-

bruary, orders were given for a general attack upon
the lines and fortified camp of Tippoo, on the heights

adjoining the city of Seringapatam. The evening
was calm and ferene; the troops moved en in de-

termined filence, and the full moon, which haid juft

rifen, promifed to light them to fuccefs.

The



374 HI STOR Y of the
The right column was condu61ed by Captain Bcat-

fon, of the guides; the centre column by Captain
Allen, of the guides, and Lieut. Macleod of the in-

telligence department; and harcarrahs (native guides

or fpies) who had been within the enemy's lines, were
fent both to thefe and the left column.

Tippoo's picquets having made no attempt to in-

terrupt the reconnoitring parties in the forenoon, he
probably did not expert fo early a vifit. The dif-

tance of our camp feemed a circumftance favourable

to his fecurity; and he did not, perhaps, imagine, that

Lord Cornwall's v^ould attack his lines till ttrength-

ened by the junclion of the armies commanded by
General Abeixrombie and Purferam Bhow. The
fuitan {till lefs imagined that a fortified camp, defend-

ed by a powerful army, with a large field-train, and
under the guns of his capital, would be attempted by
infantry alone, without cannon, and in the uncertainty

of the night.

The allies, to whom the intended attack was not

mentioned till after the columns had marched, were
in a flale of the greateft confternation, on hearing

that Lord Cornwallis had ventured out with part of

his infantry only, and without cannon, to attack all

Tippoo's army in a fortified camp under the walls of
his capital. Their furprife was {till greater, on know-
ing that his lordfhip in perfon commanded the divi-

fion that was to penetrate the centre of the enemy's

camp, and had ,^one himfelf, as they termed it, to fight

like a private foldier. They thought it next to mi-

pofiible that the enterprife fliould fucceed, and dreaded
that the ruin of the allied armies might be involved

in the attempt. .

Between ten and eleven o'clock at night, the centre

column touched upon the enemy's grand guard, or a

body of cavalry, that were coming with rocket boys to

difturbthcBritifh camp,as they had done on thepreced-

ing night. Thehorfemeninflantly galloped to theirlincs,
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leaving the rocket-boys to harrafs the column, and

endeavour to impede its march. They threw num-
berlefs rockets, that, like the flaflies of diftant light-

ning which precede a ftortn, were efFe6lual only in

declaring our approach.

The left column, when the rocketing commenced,

was afcending the great Carighaut hill, which Coon be-

cameilluminated by the difcharge of mufquetry ; and

the front divifion of the centre column, pufliing

brifkly forward on being difcovered, entered the lines

about a quarter of an hour after the intelligence could

have got to the enemy.
General Abercrombie's army, meeting with more

impediments to retard its progrefs than were expefted,

and led to a more diftant point than intended by Lord
Cornwallis, was confiderably later in reaching the

fcene of aftion, notwithftanding his lordfiiip's precau-

tion in halting his colurnn for half an hour early in

the evening on that account. About-half paft eleven

o'clock thele troops came up, and, turning to the right,

advanced rapidly againft the enemy's principal re-

doubt in that quarter, diftinguiflied by the white ead-

gah, or mofque, which, flione upon by the moon,
was feen clearly on the eminence.

The battle now became general throughout the

whole extent of the enemy's lines, the difcharge of can-

non and peals of mufquetry fiiewing that our troops had
every where clofed with the enemy. The city, and

royal palace, fituated low, and feen but faintly in the

moon-light, remained filent amidlt the confli61.

About eleven o'clock the head of the column forc-

ed through the external barrier, under a very heavy
but ill-direfted fire from the guns of the fultan's re-

doubt, and the field-pieces ftationed in the intervals

of Tippoo's line. The fire of the mufquetry was for

fome time very heavy, but alfo ill direftedj and, on
the column's advancing, the enemy giving way, the

leading.companies pulhed to the river, palfing the ful^

tan's
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leaving the rocket-boys to harrafs the column, and

endeavour to impede its march. They threw num-
beiiefs rockets, that, like the flafhes of diftant light-

ning which precede a ftorm, were efFe6lual only in

declaring our approach.

The left column, when the rocketing commenced,

was afcending the great Carighaut hill, which loon be-

came illuminated by the difcharge of mufquetry ; and

the front divifion of the centre column, pufliing

brilkiy forward on being difcovered, entered the lines

about a quarter of an hour after the intelligence could

have got to the enemy.
General Abercrombie's army, meeting with more

impediments to retard ixs progrefs than were expefted,

and led to a more diftant point than intended by Lord
Cornwallis, was confiderably later in reaching the

fcene of aftion, qotwithftanding his lordfliip's precau-

tion in halting his column for half an hour early in

the evening on that account. About half paft eleven

o'clock thele troops came up, and, turning to the right,

advanced rapidly againft the enemy's principal re-

doubt in that quarter, diftinguillied by the white ead-

gah, or mofque, which, flione upon by the moon,
was feen clearly on the eminence.

The battle now became general throughout the

whole extent of the enemy's lines, the difcharge of can-

non and pealsof mufquetry fiiewing thai our troops had

every where clofed with the enemy. The city, and
royal palace, fituated low, and feen but faintly in the

moon-light, remained filent amidit' the conflitl.

About eleven o'clock the head of the column forc-

ed through the external barrier, under a very heavy
but ill-di reded fire from the guns of the fultan's re-

doubt, and the field-pieces flationed in the intervals

of Tippoo's line. The fire of the mufquetry was for

fome time very heavy, but alfo ill direftedj and, on
the column's advancing, the enemy giving way, the

leading.companies pufhed to the river, paffing the ful-

tan's
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tan's tent, which appeared to have been abandoned
with much precipitation..

The enemy, completely furprifed by the parties

which moved down to the river; unable to judge of
their numbers in the night; and ftrongly impreffed

with the terror of the bayonet in the hands of Euro-
peans, deferted the lines and batteries, which were all

open to the rear, and difperfed. Some fled for fhelter

to the gate of the pettah, where they were feized

;

and from one prifoner, Lieutenant-colonel Knox re-

ceived information of feveral Europeans being con-

fined in a houfe at no great difgrace. A party was
immediately fent, who releafed twenty-feven half-

ftarved wretches in heavy irons; among them was
Mr. Randal Cadman, a midfliipman, taken ten years

before by Suffrein, and by him delivered to Hyder.
The remainder were private foldiers ; fome of whom
had been taken by the Looties; others were deferters,

but who had not, on that account, met with better

treatment'.

Duringthis period, no attempt was made by the ene-

my to rally their troops. They had not yet recovered

from their panic, and their attention was di(lra6led by

the bodies of our army, that had taken poll in diflPe-

rent parts,of the ifland, and with whofe ftrength they

could not pofiibly be acquainted.

On approaching the fultan's redoubt, however, a

large body of horfe oppofed itfelf to the progrefs of

the column; Major Dalrymple formed the 7 ill regi-

ment, and gave them orders to fire one round, to load

and ihoulder. This order was executed with great

itcadinefs; and, on the clearing up of the fmoke oc-

cafioned by the volley, the horfe were fecn at a diftance

fcattcred over the field.

About two hours before day-light fev^n companies

of the 52d regiment, and three companies of the 14th

Bengal battalion, joined his lordfliip. Their arrival

was moil fortunate, as fcarcely had they time to replace

their
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iheir ammunition (their cartridges having been damaged
in pafimg the river), when a large body of troops, part

of Ti})poo's centre and left, who had recovered from

the paiiic occafioned by the firil operations of the

rnght, marched down and attacked him with much re-

foUition. Animated by the prefence and under the

immediate orders of the commander in chief, thefe

four corps received the enemy with firmnefs, re-

turned their fire, and, on their approaching nearer,

charged them \yith their bayonets. They, however,
renewed the attack repeatedly, and it was near day-

light before they were finally repulfed.

Lord Cornwallis, by his prefence, made the viQory
decifive. He was on horfeback during the whole of

the night, in the midft of the attack; and, in the

lad onlet of the enemy, had his left hand grazed by a

mufket fiiot. Yet, when the night was over, the bat-

tle was not at an end: the fort now opened on fuch

of our troops as w-ere within its reach, and the fcat-

tered remains of the enemy began to colleft in diffe-

rent parties. They had flill pofTeffion of the redoubts

between the fultan's and the mofque redoubt, and of
feveral batteries and polls on the ifland, between the

pettah and the fort.

The men had fcarcely re-filled their cartridge-boxes^

when a body of cavalry (at leaft two thoufand ftrongj

were feen advancing with To determined a counte-

nance, that it would feem they intended to charge
with more vigour than ever. They halted, however,
beyond the reach of mufquet-fliot, when three or four
hundred of them difmounted, drew their fabres, and
made a moft daring attempt to ftorm the fultan's re-

doubt which we had taken. Fortunately its brave
defenders were prepared to receive them. Their fire

brought down many; and the rert, getting into con-
fufion, retired, while their friends behind the rocks
redoubled their fire of cannon, mufquetry, and roc-

kets, to cover their retreat. This happened at one
Vo L. VIL No, 142, 3B o'clock
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o'clock in the afternoon, and was ihe laft effort made
by the enemy to recover ilie fultan's redoubt; nor did

its defenders wifh for the honour of another attack. It

had become a horrid fccne of carnage; two officers

and nineteen privates lay dead among their feet, andthree

officers and twenty-two privates, miferably wounded,
were imploring affidance which it was not in their

power to give. About four in ihe afternoon, the ene-

my's fire from behind the rocks (lackened, and they

foon after began to quit their pofl and retire to the

ifland. Water was then brought from a ditch and
pond near the redoubt, which afibrdcd a mott wel-

come refreflirnent to the wounded, and to the remain-

ing part of the troops, Vv'ho were nearly exhauiled with

want and fatigue.

Such was the refult of the battle of the 6th and yth

of February 1792; an event that will ever be con-

templated with adr^iration in the annals of the Britifli

tranfaftions in Inc.:;, not Icfs from the fignal advan-

tages gained over an able and obftinate adverfary,

than from the confummate Vvafdom difplayed in the

plan of attack. Formed on the refult of the experi-

ence acquired in the courfe of the v/ar, it was the

boldeft and mofl: mafterly meafure that the relative

pofiiion aj)d ciicumftances of the cojitending armies

could fuggeft; and executed with a degree of vigour

which gave way to no refiftance, and with a fteadinefs .

of difcipline which no temptation of plunder could

allure; the only fpoils fecured were the arms, the

ftandards, and the cannon, of the enemy.
Tippoo's principal lofs was in the vafl defertion

that took place in confequence of his overthrow. His
fepoys threw down their arms in great numbers, and,

taking the advantage of the night, went off in every

direftion to the cx)untrics where they had been im-

prefled or enliftcd: njany came into the Britilh camp;
and that continued to be the cafe during the fitge.

From their reportsj it appeared, ih.atj on a mulier ta-

ken
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ken of the fultan's army, feme days after the battle,

his killed, wounded, and miffing, were found to amount
to twenty thoufand

!

The enemy having quitted every poft on the north-

fide of the river, the camp was advanced on the fuc-

cecding days as near to the bound hedge as the guns

of the fort would, permit, and a chain of conne6l-

incr pofcs alonu the northern and eaftern fides of the

fort was formed, and thus the capital of Mylore was

completely invcPted on its tv/o principal points.

Thus preffed in every quarter—his palace and
beautiful gardens in polfeOion of the enemy—his

whole power reduced within the narrow limits of a
citadel, the defence of vvhich was even doubtful—the

hitherto unfubdued fpirit of the fultan feems to have
given way with his tottering fortunes, and peace, upon
almoil any terms, was become a defirable objeft. As
a preliminary ftep towatds an accommodation, he re-

leafed Lieutenant Chalmers and Nafli, who had been
taken prifoners,andon their departure prefented them
with two fhawls and five hundred rupees. Soon af-

ter he difpatched a vakeel to the camp of Lord Corn-
wallis to iue for peace; which the Britifh general at

laft granted upon the fevere terms: i. Of his ceding

one half of his dominions to the allied powers. 2. Of
paying three crores and thirty lacks of rupees, as an
indemnification for the expences of the war. 3. The
releafe of all prifoners. 4. The delivery of two of

his fons as hoftages for the due performance of the-

treaty.

On the 26ih of February, the two princes, each

mounted on an elephant richly caparifoned, pro-

ceeded from the fort to Lord Cornwaliis's camp, where
they were received by his lordfliip with his ftafF,

The eldcft, Abul Kalick, was about ten, the youngeft,

Mooza-ud-Deen, about eight, years ofage. The princes

were attired in white muflin robes, with red turbans,

richly adorned with pearls. Educated from infancy

3 B 2 with
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with the ufmoll care, the fpeCiators were aftonifhed to «

behold in thefe children all the referve, the politenefs^,
*

arid attention, of maturer years. The kindnefs with
which they were received by the BritiQi commander,
appeared to afford them the higheft fatisfaftion. Some
prefents were exchanged on both fides, and the whole
iranfaftion exhibited a icene at once peculiarly novel,
pleafing, and interel'ting. On the 1 9th of March, 1 792,
the definitive treaty, figned by the fultan, was delivered
by the young princes, with great foleranity, into the

hands of Lord Cornwailis ; but the fums Ipecified in

the fecond article not being aftually paid, the princes

remained for fome time longer under the fafeguard and
cuftody of his lordfliip.

We are now approaching that calamitous period,

when England was deftined to interfere in the affairs

of France; and from an honourable and profperous
neutrality, to become the p-rincipal in a war which
deluged the continent in blood.

On the 2ifl:, of May 1792, a royal proclama-
tion was iffued againft the publication and Tale of fcr

ditious writings, with ftrong injunftions to all pcr-

fons to inform againft thole who fhould be guilty

of fuch daring attempts, &c. This proclamation was
evidently pointed at the Rights of Man, a publication

which had made a confiderable impreffion upon the

common people; and furely no expedient could be
better calculated to procure confequence to the au-

thor, or popularity to his works.
The proclamation having intimated a belief, that

*' correfpondencies had been entered into with fundry
perfons in foreign parts," obvioufly alluding to France,
M. Chauvelin, who had but a {e\t^ weeks before arrived

here in the capacity of French ambaffador, prefented

immediately an official declaration to Lord Grenville,

in which he complained that certain expreflions in

the proclamation appeared to give credit to the erro-

neous opinions propagated by the enemies of France

both as to the hoftile intentions of Great Britain to

wards
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wards France, and the treacherous defigns of France to

promote fedition and confufion in the moft pacific and
honourabledirpofitionsof France towards this country;

and produced an anfwer from Lord Grenville, that

breathed the flrongeft fentiments of peace and amity,

with an unequivocal engagement from our king, di'

rcBly and pofitively to maintain the treaty of navigation

and commerce exifting between the two nations. As
it was generally lufpected in France, that the King of
Great Britain had entered into the league of Pilnitz,

and was in fecret alliance with the courts of Vienna
and Berlin, the anfwer of Lord Grenville, when read

in the national aflembly, was received with boundlefsap-

plaufe, as a feafonable pledge of peace, at a time when
Itrong fears were entertained of the hoftile intentions

of our court.

Dark ana myflerious as the condu6l of the allied

courts has been relative to the treaty of Pilnitz, the

following paper, which has never been officially dif-

owned, certainly deferves to remain upon record.

Partition Treaty between the Courts in Concert,

concluded andfigned at Pavia, in the month

of July 1791.

. His majefty the emperor will retake all that Louis
XIV. conquered in the Auftrian Netherlands; and uni-

ting thefe provinces to the laid Netherlands, will give

them to his ferene highnefs the Elector Palatine, fo that

thefe new pofieffions, added to^ the palatinate, may
hereafter have the name of Auftrafia.

His majefty the emperor will preferve, for ever,

the property and pofTelTion of Bavaria, to make in

future an indivifible mafs with the domains and here-

ditary poffeffions of the houfe of Aulb-ia.

Her ferene highnefs the Archdnc hefs Maria Chrif-

tjna fhould be conjointly with his ferene hifrhnefs her

nephew, the Archduke Charles, put into hereditary

pofleffion of the Duchy of Lorraine.

Alcace
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Alcace fliall be reftored to the empirej'and the Bifhop

of Strafourgb, as well as the chapter, fliall recover

theirancient privileges, andtheecclefiallicatfovereigns

of Germany fhall do the fame.

If the Swifs cantons confent and accede to the coa-

lition, it may be propofed to them to annex to the

helvetic league the' bifhopric of Porentru, the defiles

of Franche Comte, and even thofe of Tyrol, with the

neighbouring bailiwicks, as well as the territory of

Berfoy, which interfefts the pays de Vaud.
Should his majefty the King of Sardinia fubfcribe

to the coalition, la BreiTe, le Bugey, and the pays de

Gex, ufurped by France from Savoy, fhall be reflored

to him.

In cafe his Sardinian majefty can make a grand

, diverfion, he fhall be fafFered to take Dauphiny to be-

long to him for ever, as the nearefl defcendant of the

ancient Dauphins.

His majefty the King of Spain fiiallhave Rouffillon

and Beam with the ifland of Corfica, and he fliall take

poffeflion of the French part of Saint Domingo.
Her majefty the Emprefs of all the Ruflias fhall take

upon herfeif the invaiion of Poland, and at the fame
time retain Kaminieck, with that part of Podolia which
borders on Moldavia.

His majefty the emperor fiiall oblige the Porte to

give up Choczim, as well as the fmall .forts of Servia,

and thofe on the river Lurna.

His majefty the King of Pruffia, by means of the

above-mentioned invafion of the Emprefs of ail the

RufTias into Poland, fhall make an acquifition of

Thorn and Dantzic, and there unite the palatine on
the eaft to the confine's of Silefia.

His majefty the King of Pruffia fiiall befides ac-

quire Luface, and his lerene highnefs the EleBor of

Saxony fliall in exchange receive the reft of Poland,

and occupy the throne as hereditary fovereign.

His
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His majefty the prefent King of Poland fliall abdi-

cate the throne, on receiving a faitable annuity.

His royal highncfs the Eie6lor oF Saxony fhall

give his daughter in marriage to his ferene highnefs

the youngell fon of his royal highnefs the grand duke
of all the Ruffias, who will be the father of the race of

ihc hereditary kings cf Poland and Lithuania.

(Signedj Leopold,
Prince Nassau,
Count Florida Blanca,
BiSCHOFFSUERDER.

The King of England is faid to have acceded to this

treaty in March 1 792. And Holland to have acceded

afterwards, provided the arrangements, refpeQing their

limits with his imperial majeily fliould be made accord-

ing to the defire of the republic before the partition.

Spain renounced it, when Count d'Aranda came in-

to office as minifter, giving affurances however oF

the ftrifteft neutrality.

France had on every occafion, fince the commence-
ment of her revolution up to this period, exprefled

a conftant and anxious foliciiude to preferve a good
underltanding with this country. Nor were there

any terms fo humilitating or harfli, to which file did not

appear over ready to fubmit, in order to fecure this

important and primary objef:t. Nothing can be more
emphatically expreflive of thefe fentiments, than the

note which M. de Chauvelin prelented upon this fub-

jett to Lord Grenville, in which, for the prefervatioii

of the peace of Europe, the king of the French urges

his Britannic majefty zealoufly to employ his good
offices with his allies, to prevent them from granting

to the enemies of France, diredly orindiredly, any
affiftance. He invites him to employ in his wifdomi
and in the plenitude of his influence, the means com-
patible with the independence of the French nation, to

flop, whilft yet it may be effected, the progrcfs of this

dreadful
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dreadful combination, equally dangerous to the peace,

the liberty, and the happinefs, of Europe.

The evafive anfwer of Lord Grenville to this of-

ficial note, fufficiently befpoke the approbation with

which the Enshfh government viewed the meafures

of its allies againft France. The anfwer ftates, " That

the fame fentiments which engaged his Britannic majeily

not to interfere with the internal affairs of France,

equally tended to induce him to refpcft the rights and in-

dependence of other fovereigns,and particularly thofc

of his allies." The flighteft obferver will perceive an

obvious and important difference "between the inter-

ference with the internal affairs of an independent ftate,

and the intennediation of a third power to conciliate

a quarrel, or prevent a rupture between contending

fovereipns. The former encroaches upon the rights

and independence of other powers,— the latter admits

and recognizes both. When the conduQ; of mJnif-

ters is recolle8ed, in their recent interference between

the Ottoman Porte and the empreCs, refpetting the

ceffion of Oczakow, (an objeft which could fcarcely

affe6i the interells of this country in the moft diftant

degree,) it will not only appear that they are not al-

ways reftrained from obtruding their fervices by a

fcrupulous delicacy, but that the ftudied evafion ob-

fervable in this anfwer to the French court v/as moft

probably only intended to conceal, till the proper

opportunity, the holhle difpofition of our government

to the new order of things in France.

The late emperor Leopold finifhed his fhort reign by

a fudden death on the fir ft of March 1792. This

event happened at a moll critical moment j lirong luf-

picions were entertained of French poifon, which were

t^^jon removed by the publication of an authentic narra-

tive of his cafe. He - as fiicceeded by his Ton Francis L
who was proclaimed emperor at Frankfort on the 5th

of July. The firft a8; of his reign was to declare his

cordial acceffion to the treaty of Pilnitz; and from
«^ henceforth
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henceforth the courts of Vienna and Berlin joined

in public hofiilities againd France. The court of

Vienna publiihed a declarauon or manifefto of the

reafons wiiich induced her to take up yrnis againll

Ifranee. The i\i-i\ of thefe regarded ilie nature of the

prote61ion afforded to the emigrants, which, through

mifreprefentaiion, had given inuch umbrage to FrancCi

The next touched on the (jirit of anarciiy and vio-

lence " now reigning in France, of which it had be-

come necefTarv for q, concert of princes to check the

progrefs, in order tooppofeits introdadion into their

own ftates. That it depended on thoi'e who reign at

prefent over France to make this concert ceafe im-

mediately, by refpeBing the tranquillity and rights of

other powers, and to guarantee the ejffential baji^ of the

French monarchicalfo?m of government againli the in-

fringements of violence and anarchy." The King of

Prullia publifhed a fimilar declaration. His manifefto,

however, was more diffufe than that of Aullria, and
entered more particularly into the fuppreffion and in-

vafion of the German princes of Alface and Lorrain,

and the violation of the treaties that united France to

the German empire. It enlarged on the mifchievous

confequences of propagating anti-monarchical princi-

ples, and it defcribed the condu8:of the French govern-
ment with regard to the troops fent to the frontiers, as

an unprovoked attack of his ally the Kirig of Hungary
and Bohemia, andjconfequentiy an unequivocal de-

claration of war by Fsf nee.

Thcfe manifeftoes of the allied p'>v/ers produced a
violent fermentation at Paris. The country was pub-
licly declared to be in danger, and the moft vigorous
meafures were immediately adopted to recruit the ar-

my and flrengthen the frontiers. A royal proclama-
tion was publifhed, fetting forth in a ftrong light the

dangers to which France was expofed. In confe-
quence of this and other fteps taken by the French go-
vernment, a profufion of volunteers of all ages immedi-
VoL. Vn. No. 143. 3C aiely
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ately poured down upon the frontiers with the ardour
of the moft frantic enthuflafm.

Coblentz was at this time the general rendezvous
of the French emigrants. Here they had affemb'.ed

to the number of near twenty thoufand; and the King
of Pruflia, on his arrival, was received as the illuftri-

ous chief, under whofe aufpices they expelled the

complete reftoration of the ancient order of things.

The reigning Duke of Erunfwick had the command
of the combined armies which were deftined for the

great enterprife of invading France. But betore he
began his march from Coblentz, in order that the

whole world might fully know the views and fpirit

of his glorious miffion, he publiflied a manifefto in

his own name, in which, to a general recapitulation

of the reafons affigned by the Emperor and King o-f

Pruflia, for combining their forces againfl France, he
fubjoins; " To thefe high interefts, is added another

important obje6,and which both fovereigns have moft
cordially in view, which is to put an end to that

anarchy which prevails in the interior parts of France;
to put a Hop to the attacks, made on the throne

and the altar, and reftore to the king his legitimate

power," &c. Then, as commander in chief of the two
armies, he difavows any pretence to enrich themfelves

by conqueft; and difclaims any intention to meddle

with the internal government of ["ranee. But in cafe

of their making any xehllance when fummoned to fur-

render, or when attacked; or of their not preventing

conflagrations, murders, and pillage; or -of their re-

moving the king and royal Family from Paris; or of

their attempting to force or infult the palace of the

Thuilleries; or of their offering the lead violence or

outrage to their majefties or the royal family: then

does he fulminate his malediCtions upon the devoted

land; he denounces inftant death to the rebels taken

in arms; decapitation and confifcanon to the members
of the departments, diilrids, and municipalities; mili-

tary
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tary execution to the members of thenationalalTembly,

magiltrates, and all the inhabitants of Paris; and total

deitrutlion to their guihy city. Though this thunider-

ing menace feemed to threaten vengeance awefully

compendious, yet the Duke of Brunfwick was Itill

reproached with fome qualms of lenity; aiid, in lefs

than forty-eight hours, he fent forth a fecond mani-

fefto, to confirm and heighten the terror of the firll,

declaring, " that if, contrary to all cxpeQation, by the

perfidy or bafenefs of fome inhabitants of Paris, the

king and queen, or any other perfon of the royal fa-

mily fliould be carried off from that city, all the places

and towns whaifoever which fhall not have oppofed
theirpafTage, and fhall not have (topped their proceed-

ings, fliall incur the fame punifliments as thofe infli6l-

ed on the inhabitants of Paris, and their route fhall

be marked with a feries of exemplary punifliments juft-

ly due to the authors and abettors of crimes for which
there is no remiffion."

The plans of the campaign having been fettled, the

Pruflian troops began their march from Triers on the

1 ith of Auguft, and by the end of the month Longwy,
a fmall but well-fortified- town, had furrendered to

General Clairfait. Verdun alfo furrendered to the

Duke of Brunfwick without refiftance. The gover-

nor of Longwy was accufed of having delivered up
the town through treachery. The governor of Ver-
dun was compelled to do it by the inhabitants: but he
would not furvive the dilgrace, and fhot himfelf with

a pillol.

The furrender of Verdun to the Duke of Brunf-
wick completed the delirium of rage to which his thun-
dering manifefto had given rife. Paris became a fcene
of alarm and agitation, and the ruling demagogues
feized the moment of terror, to hurl deftruftion upon
their domedic enemies, and gratify their purpofes of
vengeance. The Duke of Brunfwick was reprefented
as having pafled Chalons; and the community of Paris

3 C 2 decreed



388 HI ST O RY OF THE

decreed the gates to be fliut; fummoned all the citi*

zens to arms; then, under pretence of fearching for

warlike implements and ammunition, commenced a

round of domiciliary vifns, dragged numbers of fuf-

petled perfons from their beds to prifon at midnight;

and, horrid to relate, in the courfe of the three fol-

lowing days, fome thoufands were murdered in cold

blood, without accufation or defence.

It is not the defign of this hiftory to follow minutely

the motions of the combined armies, to which as yet

Great Britain had not openly acceded. But it is a

duty incumbent on the Englifh hiitorian, to endeavour
to trace in the aflions of the united fovereigns, thofe

principles of their confederacy, to which England af-

terwards affented when (he became a party in the

grand alliance. Dumourier, who commanded the

French army with very inferior force, fucceedcd in

flopping the progrefs of the enemy, and defeating eve-

ry view that had brought the combined armies into the

field. The fmall lown of Thionville was for feveral

weeks befieged in vain, by Prince Hohenloe and the

chief body of French emigrants. It was at this ficge,

that thele unfortui ate men firft found realon to lament

the caule in which they had embarked. Anxious to

acquire a military reputation, and to animate others by
their example, they offered to reduce the town by
theinfelves, if the commander in chief would fupply

them with proper ordnance for the liege. This was

refufed, and during the whole of the campaign they

were conllantly kept in the back ground, in a (late of

inactivity the mofl monifying and inglorious. They
received no pay daring their fervice, were difbanded

at pleafure, were pillaged by the PruiTian fokliery,

though a part of the King of Pruffia's army, and were

moft inhumanly excluded from the cartel for the ex^

change of prifoners. Having no mercy to expc6l

from their countrymen, they had the ftronger claim

on the proteQion of that fovereign under whofe ban-

p.er they were fighting: thofe, however, who had been

furprifed
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furprifed by the enemy, were a6lually executed like

common malefatlors. This treatment oF the French
emigrants, is a tolerable proof thai the myfterious con-

vention of Pilnitz had for its obje6ls other interefts

than thofe of the French.

The execution of the decree for banifliing all the

nonjuring clergymen to Guiana, who fhould not have
quitted the kingdom in fourteen days from itspafTing,

poured thoufands of thefe unfortunate exiles from
Normandy, Picardy, and Britanny, upon our coafts

of KentandSufTex. Mifery anddiftrefsare atall times

a fulficient pafiport to Englifh humanity; and this ami-

able chara6leriftic of our countrymen was on this

occafion mo(t eminently difpiayed. Wherever thefe

fufferers appeared, they were welcomed, relieved, and
comforted. The old rivalry of the two nations was
forgotten, and our difference from that very religion

for which they were perfecuted, was fwallowed up in a
generous feeling for their unfortunate and haplefs con-

dition. Never was an opportunity of exercifing he-

roic charity more eagerly embraced, nor benevolence
conferred with more glowing fenfibility.

Whatever were the reafons wbich induced the

Duke of Brunfwick to decline giving battle to the ene-

my, no ingenuity can juftify his leading an army of
feventy thoufand men into a barren part of the enemy's
kingdom, wjmout fecuring to them a proper fupply

of provifions, and a ready and fafe retreat. Two
months had not expired fince this. thundering hero had,

by his manifeftoes, announced death and deftruftion

to all that fhould not fubmit to his fummons. Bur
now, alas! his army had advanced but a few leagues

into the enemy's territory, where one third of its num-
ber were deftmed to find a grave: it had drawn upon
iifelf their contempt by inactivity and infolencc; and
their deteftation by rapacity and plunder. It had been
four days without bread, the want of which drove the

perifhing foldiers to the unwholefome food of unripe

grapes;
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grapes; and the wetnefs of the feafon fuperadded to

other caufes produced in the combined army a gene-

ral ficknefs, that is faid to have proved fatal to every

third man. Feeling the diftrefs of his fitiiation, the

Duke of Brunfvvick propofed an armiftice three days

after the meeting of the convention, and even conde-

fccnded to requeil a conference with the French ge-

neral Dumourier. Tie purport of this convention,

iike that of Pilnitz, has never been fatisfaflorily ex-

plained; furmifeand conje6lurehavefupp'iedthe place

of fa6t and information; but the lubfcquent move-
ments of the armies furnifli a clue, that leads with to-

lerable certainty to the refult of this fecret conference.

The commander in chief of the coiribined armies,

"W'hen unable longer to maintain his ground/ betrayed

greater weaknefs in negociating with ihe French gene-

ral, than he had in lofing every advantage he brought

into the field. Inftead of profiting by experience, in

perceiving the extreme impolicy of his two former riLa-

nifeftoes, he was frantic enough to rell the bafis of his

negocialion upon a third, in which he repeats his

thundering and terrific threatenings, with as much
affiirance as if he had power to inflift them. He af-

fures the French, that the allied fovereigns never will

depart from the firm refolution of relloring to his molt

chridian majelty, liberty, fafcty, and royal dignity;

or of exercidng juft and exemplary vengeance againft

thofe who fiiali longer dare to infringe them. That,

invariably attached to the principle of not intermed-

dling with the interior government of France, they

ftill perfill in requiring that his mod chriRian majelH',

as well as the whole royal family, fhali he immediately

fct at liberty, &c. Dumourier })evfiitcd in the im-

poflTibility of negociating upon the bafis of a manifefto

carrying with it menace and war, that could only tend

to irritate a free people, and confequently terminate

all amicable intercourfe. " It docs not,' fays he, " at

all enter the knic of that, which has been talked of

between
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between us for the lad four days— it even dcRroys it

completely: it is even contradi6lory to the conver-

fation, with which the Duke of Brunfwick honoured

Adjutant-general Thouvenot." The purport of tlTefe

conferences, to which Dumourier alludes, was the moft

abjeO: and unequivocal undertaking of the Duke of

Burnlwick, on behalf of the combined powers, to be

fatisfied with a grant of the fmalleft portion even of

nominal power to the unfortunate Louis; " lefs," faid

he, " than that of a King of England, a King of Mah-
rattas, a Stadiholder, a principal tax-gatherer, in fhort

any allowance that could afford them a pretext for re-

tiring." If this mendicant fupplication be compared
with the language even of the lad manifefto, which it

bad only preceded three days, their infincerity to the

French king will be as completely eflabliflied, as their

treachery to the emigrants. That conftitution of

France, againft which the convention of Pilnitz had
been entered into,and for the defl:ru6lion ofwhich above
one hundred thoufandmen were then in arms, was a lar-

ger boon than thefe humbled menacers now demanded,
and was rcfufed. Indeed, it is generally believed

that the Pruffian army muft have been entirely cut off,

had not the French generals, either from collufion or
humanity, fpared them in their retreat. Serious ac-

cufations upon this head were carried to the conven-
tiou; particularly againfl General Arthur Dillon. But
as Dumourier undertook to juftify him, it appears to

have been agreed upon in the negociation between the

generals, that no moledation fhould be offered to the

retiring army. Verdun and Longwy were given up:
the fiegeof Lifle was raifed; and the French declared

- their country out of danger.

On the i8ih of Oftober the Auf^rian and PrufTian

armies had completely evacuated France.—By this

time the French arms were triumphant in every quar-
ter. War having been declared againfl: the King of
Sardinia, General Alontcfquiou entered Savoy on the

20th of Septeiiiber, was rece'ived with joyful acclama-

tion
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lion at Chamberri the capital, and the whole country

fubmitted almoft without refinance. On the other

fide, the fortrefsof Montalban, and the entire country

of Nice, were conquered by General Anfelm. On the

banks of the Rhine, General Cuftine diftinguifhed him-

felf by the mofl brilliant fucceffes—reducing fuccef-

fively the cities of Worms, Spire, Mentz, and Frank-
fort. Early in November, General Dumourier en-

tered the Auftrian Netherlands. Mons inftantly fur-

rendered. Tournay, Oftend, Ghent, and Antwerp, foon

followed; and on the. fourteenth, the French general

made his triumphal entry into Brufiels.

The rapid and brilliant fuccefs of the republican

arms in the very outfet of their career, filled Europe
with confternation and terror. In proportion as their

'enemies multiplied, their courage and refources in-

creafed, and before the end of November the domi-

nion of the republic was rapidly extended from the

Alps to the Rhine, from Geneva to the mouth of the

Scheld. The vi£lory of Jemappe fecured the con-

queft of Brabant and Flanders; and the mofl nume-
rous and beft-appointed armies of the univerfe, were
every where feen flying from the undifciplined, naked,

butenthufjaftic, troops of theviftorious republic.

The national convention was now fo elated with the

amazing progrefs of th.ir arms, and fo confident of the

propriety and reftitude of every meafure propofed

for their adoption, that they feem to have thought de-

liberation a drudgery, and refletlion f-iperfluous. In

this fpirit a decree was pafTed by acclamation in the

affembly, November theigth 1792, in the following

terms:—" The national convention declare, in the

name of the French nation, that they will grant frater-

nity and aillftance to all thofe who wifh to procure

liberty. And they charge the executive power to

fend orders to the generals to give afTillance to fuch

people, and to defend citizens who have fuffered and

aire now fuffering in the caufe of liberty." This fa-

mous
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ilious decree, which deferved to be confidered in no
other light than as a magnificent and empty vaunt^

\vas produ6live of very ferious and important confe-

quences. Two other decrees of the aflembly a!fo de-

mand a fpecific notice: the one ere£ling the duchy of

Savoy into an eighty-fourth department of the French
republic, contrary to a fundamental articleof the con-

ftitution, by which (he renounced all foreign conqueft:

the other, on the capture of Antwerp, declaratory of
the freedom of navigation on the river Scheld.

It was now that the Englifh government began to

difcover.their alarm at the rapidity and extent of the

French conquefts. Brabant, Flanders, and Liege, had.

been fubdued,and feemed perfefliy difpofed to frater-

nize with their conquerors. It was well known that

in Holland a very confiderable party of mal-contents

fought an opportunity of declaring themfelves openly
againft the Prince of Orange. Lord Auckland, the

Englifh ambafTador, was therefore direfted to affure

their high mightineires, *' that as the theatre of war
was brought fo near to the confines of their republic,

his Britannic majefly was both ready and determined
to execute with the utmoft good faith the treaty of
1788." The Itates, in their anfwer to this declaration^

profefTed the firongeft belief, " that no hoflile inten-

tions were conceived by any of the belligerent powers
againfl them." The native phlegm of the Hollander
begat, in the more peaceful and iteady, an averfion to

buffle and aftivity; and a rooted haped of the court
party induced numbers to difTemble the expectation of
what they molt ardently wifhed. Hence the frequent
and juftobfervation, that we had officially forced their

high mightnelTes even into a war of defence, againfl

their obvious intereit or inclination.

Great Britain, however, thought proper to take
meafures for her own fecurity.— His majefty was ac-

cordingly advifed to iffue another proclamation, De-
cember 1, 1792, announcing the alarming intelligence,

,
Vol. VII. No. 143. 3D <» that
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'' that, notwithftanding the late proclamation of the

2iil of May, the utmoll induftry was Rill employed
by eyil-difpofed perfons within this kingdom, aQing
in concert with perfons in foreign parts, with a view
to fubvert the laws and eftablifhed conftitution of this

realm; and to deflroy all order and government there-

in; and that a fpirit of tumult and diforder thereby

excited had lately fhewn itfelf in aBs of riot and in-

fur redion. And that, thefe caufes moving him thereto,

his majefty had refolved forthwith to embody part of
the militia of the kingdom." On the fame day, ano-

ther proclamation was ilfued for convening the par-

liament (which Itood prorogued to the 3d of January)
on the 13th of December; the law requiring, that if

the miHtia be drawn out during the recefs of parlia-

ment, and this it can only be in cafe of invafion or ac-

tual infurreflion, parliament (hall be afiTembled in the

fpace of fourteen days. Bounties were now offered

to landmen and feamen; naval armaments were put

into preparation in all the dock-yards: the army was
drawn into a focus near the metropolis; and the tower

was put into a pofture of defence.

On the meeting of parliament, the expreffions of

the firft proclamation were repeated in his majcfty's

fpeech. It was intimated " that his majefty had judged
ueceffary to embody a part of the militia, and to calf

the parliament together within the time limited forthat

purpofe." It ftated, as the grounds of thef? ftrong.

raeafures, " the feditious pra0:ices which had been

difcovered, and the fpirit of tumult and diforder fiiewn

in acls of riot and infurreftion, which required the in-

terpofition of a military force in fupport of the civil

magiftrate. The induftry," it alTerted " employed to

excite difcontent on various pretexts, and in different

parts of the kingdom, appeared to proceed from a de-

ilgn to attempt the deitruQion of our happy conftitu-

tion. and the fubverfion of all order and government;

and that this defign had evidently been purfued in

connection
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connexion and concert with perfons in foreign coun-
tries. " I have,"faid his majefty, " carefully obferved

a ftri6l neutrality in the prefent war on the continent,

and have uniformly abltained from any interference

with refpeft to the internal government of France;

but it is impoffible for me to fee without the mofi: fe-

Tious uneafinefs the ftrong and increafing indications

.which have appeared there, of an intention to excite

•dilturbances in other countries, to difregard the rights

of neutral nations, and purfue views of conquelt and
aggrandizement, as well as to adopt towards my allies,

the (tates-general, meafures which are neither confor-

mable to the law of nations, nor to the pofitive ftipu-

iations of exifting treaties. Under thefecircumftances

liis majefty thought it right to have recourfe to thofe

means of prevention and internal defence with which
he was entrufted by law, and to make fome augmen-
tation of his naval and military force."

On moving the addrefs, in anfwer to the fpeech, a

memorable debate arofe, Mr. Fox began by obferv-

ing, "that the prefent was the moft momentous crifis

not only that he had 'ever known, but that he had
ever read of in the hiftory of this country; a crifis

not merely interefting to ourfelves and our own con-
dition, but to all nations and to all men; and that on
the condufct of parliament in this crifis depended not

merely the fate of the Britifh conftitution, but perhaps
the future happinefs of mankind. His majefty 's fpeech
contains a variety of aflertions of the. moft extraordi-

nary nature. It was the duty of that houfe to inquire

into the truth of thefe affertions, and in difcharging this

part of his duty, he fhould confider the fpeech from
tVie throne as the fpeech of the minifter, which his ma-
jefty 's confidential fervants had advifed him to deliver;

and as they were refponfible for that advice, to thm
every obfervation of his fliould be addrelTed. I ftate

it therefore," faid Mr. Fox, " to be my firm opinion
and belief, that there is not one fact aflerted in his

majefty 's fpeech which is not falfe; not one aftertion or

3 D 2 infinuatioiv
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inCinuation which is not unfounded. The leading and
and prominent feature of the fpeech is a wanton and
bafe calumny on the people of Great Britain } an in-

finuation of fo black a nature, that it demands the moft.

rigorous inquiry, and the mod fevere punifhinent.

The next afl'enion is, that there exifts at this moment
an infurreflion in this kingdom. An infurreftion !

—

where is it? where has it reared its head? Good God I

an infurreftion in Great Britain ? No wonder that

the militia were called out, and parliament affem-

bled in the extraordinary way in which they have been
—but where is it? To avoid involving the people

in the calamity of a war, without at leaft afcertaining

the internal (late of the kingdom, and prevent us from
falling into the difgrace of being, as heretofore, ob-

liged perhaps in a week to retra6t every fyllable that

we are now called upon to fay, he concluded with mo-
ving an amendment, fimply pledging the houfe " that

inquiry Qiould be made into the fafts, Itated in his

inajefty's fpeech." After a debate of many hours, the

houfe divided for the amendment 50. againft it 290.

On the bringing up the report, on the fucceeding

day in'the houfe of commons, the debate was relumed

with frefli vehemence. Mr. Fox moft feverely cen-

fured the minifters for not haying interpofed the me-
diation of Great Britain, in order to preferve the peace

of Europe. Had we protefted againft the projeft con-

certedat Pilnitz, and armed toprevent theexecution of

it, England muft have acquired fuch an afcendancy in

the councils of France as would have completely ob-

viated all the fubfequent caufes of diffatisfatton. " If,"

faid Mr. Fox, " there exifts a difcontented or diifaf-

fefted party in the kingdom, what can fo much add to

their numbers, or their influence, as a war, which in-

creafing the public burthens till they become intolera-

ble will giveproportionableweightto their complaints?

He wiftied therefore that war lliould be avoided, if

poffible— that negociation ihould precede hoftility.

He v\as fully aware of the arrogant notions of miniff

tersj
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ters, who perhaps would not condefcend to receive a

minilter from the French republic. IF this were the

cafe, let minilters fairly avow it— that the people of

England might know how far the effential interefts of

the nation were facrificed to dL punctilio. Gentlemen
fiiould recoiled that it was once fafliionable to talk of

fa vagrant congrefs,' of 'one Hancock,' and 'one
Adams,' and ' their crew,' But furely the folly of this

language had been fufficiently proved. He then mov-
ed an amendment, '' befeeching his majeftyto employ
every means of honourable negociation, for the pur-

pofe of preventing a war with France."

The motion was oppofed by Mr. Burke in a fran-

tic fpeech, in which he affirmed, " that to fend an
ambafiador to France would be the prelude to the

murder of our fovereign." Mr. Pitt was at this time

not a member in the houfe, having vacated his feat by
die acceptance of the lucrative finecure of the cinque
ports, void by the death of the Earl of Guildford, once
lb famous under the title of Lord North. In the ab-

fence of the minifter, Mr. Secretary Dundas entered

into a long and elaborate vindication of the meafures
of adminiltraiion; and he con<;luded with a confident

prediction, that "if we were forced into a war, it muft
prove fuccefsful and glorious." The amendment was
pegatived without a divifion.

Not difcouraged at the ill fuccefs of thefe attempts,

Mr. Fox, on the 15th of December moved," that a
minifter be feni. to Paris to t^eat with thofe perfons

who exercife provifionally the executive government
of France." " This," he faid, " implied neither ap-
probation nor disapprobation of the condutl of the

exifting French government. It was the pohcy
and pradice of every nation to treat with the exit-
ing government of every other nation with which

' it had relative interefts, widiout inquiring how that go-
vernment was conftituted, or by what means it ac-

quired poffelTion of power. Was the exifting govern-

ment
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rnent of Morocco more refpetiable than that of France ?

Yet we had more than once fent embaffies thither, to

men reeking from the blood through which they had

evaded to their thrones. We had minifters at the Ger-

man courts at the time of the infamous partition of

Poland. Wehada minifter at VeriaiHes when Corhca
was bought and enflaved.—But in none of thefe in-

ftances was any fan£tion given direQly or indirectly by

Great Britain to thefe nefarious tranfa6iions."

In anfwer to the objeSion, that if we agreed to a

riegociation, we fhould not know with whom to nego-

tiate, Mr. Whitbread afl^ed, with energetic animation,

'' if we knew with whom we were going to war? If

there was no difficulty in deciding upon that point,

how could we pretend to be at a lofs to know with

whom we were to m.ake peace? Doubtlefs with that

afiembly, truly defcribed by his majefty as exercifing

the powers of government in France." The motion

was in the end negatived without a divifion.

On the 17th of December, a memorial was pre^

fented by M. Chauvelin to Lord Grenville, in which he

informs his lordfhip that the executive council of the

French republic, thinking it a duty which they owe to

the French nation, not to leave it in the ftate of fufpenfe

into which it has been thrown by the late meafures of

the Britifli government, have authorized him to de-

mand with opennefs, whether France ought to con-

fider England as a neutral or hoftile power; at the fame

time being folicitous, that not the fmallefl doubt fliould

exift refpeftingthe difpofition of France towards Eng-
land, and of its defire to remain in peace. In allu-

fion to the decree of the 1 ^th of November, M. ChL>u-

velin fays, " that the French nation abfolutely reje6l

that falfe interpretation, by which it might be fup-

pofed that the French republic fhould favour infurrec-

tions, or excite disturbance, in any neutral or friendly

country whatever. In particular, they declare in the

moft folemn manner, that France will not attack Fiol-

land fo long as that power adheres to the principles of

her
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her neutrality." As tqahe navigation of the Scheld,

M. Chauvelin affirms it to be a queftion of too little

importance to be made the fole caufe of a war; and
that it could only be ufed as di pretext for a premedi-
tated aggreffion. " On this fatal fuppofition," he fays,

*' the French nation will accept war: but fuch a war
would be the war not of the Britifli nation, but of the

Britifh miniftry, againft the French republic; and of

this he conjures them well to confider the terrible ref-

ponfibility."

To this communication Lord Grenviile returned an
anfwer, acknowledging the receipt of a note from M.
Chauvelin, yZz/iw^ Az/Vi/^//^ minifter plenipotentiary of
Frahce. He reminds him that the king, fince the un-

happy events of the loth of Auguft, (thefe events were,

abolition of royalty, and declaring France a republic,)

had fufpendedall official communication with France;
and informs him, that he cannot be treated with in

the quality and under the for;n f^ated in his note. Ne-
verthelefs, " under a form neither regular nor offi-

cial," his lordffiip condefcends to reply, hut in a mode
which could only tend to inflame the differences fub-

lifting between the two nations, and which, far from
accepting the conceffions and explanations, made by
France, fought only to difcover new pretences of ca-

vil and quarrel. His lordfhip fays, "if France is

really defirous of maintaining friendfhip and peace with
England, ffie muft fhew herfelf difpofed to renounce
her views of aggreffion and agg,randizement, and ^#

confine herfelf viithin her own territory^ without infult-

ing other governments, without difturbing their tran-

quillity, without violating their rights." The relin-

quifhment of her recent conquefts being thushaughtily

demandedof France as a preliminary of peace, it might
be well fuppofed that negociation was at an end. But
the government of France, in the midft of their tri-

umphs, difcovereda degree of temper and moderation
*

ia
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in their intercourfe with England as furprifing as it

was laudable.

^793- ^" ^"f^ver to the letter of Lord Grenville, a

memorial was tranfmiited from M. le Brun, minifter

of foreign affairs, in the name of the executive coun-

cil, dated January 4, 1793, framed in terms of fingular

wifdom and ability, and forming a ftriking contraft to

the petulance difplayed in the communication of the

Englifli minder. They begin with repeating " the

afTurances of their fincere defire to mamtain peace

and harmony between France and England. It is

with great relu6lance," fay they, " that the republic

would fee itfelf forced to a rupture much more con-

trary to its inclination than its intereft." In reference

to Lord Grenville's refufal to acknowledge M. Chau-

velin in his diplomatic capacity, the council remark,
«' that in the negociations now carrying on at Madrid,

the principal minifter of his catholic majefty did not

hehtate to addrefs M. Bourgoin, theambaffador of the

republic at that court, by the title of minilter pleni-

potentiary of France. But that a defe8: in point of

form might not impede a negociation, on the fuccefs of

which depended the tranquillity of two great nations,

tkey had fent credential letters to M. Chauvelin, to

enable him to treat according to the feverity of di-

plomatic forms. The council artfully obferve that the

decree of the 19th of November had been mifunder-

ftood, and that it was far from being intended to fa-

vour fedi|ion, being merely applicable to the fmgle

cafe where the general will of a nation, clearly and

unequivocally exprelfed, fiiould call for the affiftance

and fraternity of the French nation. Sedition can ne-

ver exill in the expreflion of the general will. The
"Dutch were certainly not feditious when they formed

the generous refolution of throwing ofF the Spaniih

yoke; nor was it accounted as a crime of Henry IV.
or to Queen Elizabeth, that they lillcned to their fe-

licitations of alfiltance. As to the right of navigation

Oft
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on the Scheld, the council affirm, that it is a queflion

of abfolute indifference to England, little interelling

even to Holland, but of great importance to the Bel-

giansjwho were not parties to the treaty of Weftphalia,

by which they were divelled of that right; but when
that nation fliall find itfelf in full poITeirion of its li-

berty, and from any motive whatever fhall confent to

deprive therafelves of the navigation of the Scheld,

France will not oppofe it. With rcfpe£t to the charge

of aggrandizement, France they fay, has renounced
and Hill renounces all conqueft ; and its occupying the

Netherlands will continue no longer than the war.

—

If thefe explanations appear infufficient, after having

done eve ry^ thing in our power to maintain peace, we
will prepare for war. We fliall combat with regret

the Englifli, whom we efteem, but we (hall combat
them without fear."

At length this extraordinary bufinefs, the fource of

unnumbered calamities to this country, was brought

to a crifis, Louis XVL the mildefl: and moil inpffen-

five of a long line of kings, was brought to trial, and
fentenced to lofe his life. He conducted himfelf with

afirmnefs and chriltian refignation, which would have
done honour to a martyr, and fuffered the punifliment

of the guillotine on the 21ft of January. His queen,

the filter of the Emperor of Germany, his guililefs fif-

ter, and many of his friends, foon aiter followed him
to the grave, by public authorifed murders; while the

dauphin, whofe tender age, even in the opinion of the

roonflers who now prefided over the deltiny of France,
would not fantlion capital punifhment, v.'as left to die

in prifon; and the princefs Maria Thcrefa Charlotta,

the only remaining iflue of Louis XVL and Antoi-
netta of Auftria, after fuffering a long imprifonment,
was fet at liberty, and has fince been married to her
coufin the Duke d'Angoulefme.

The parliament of Great Briiiain being fitting, when
intelligence was received that the King of France had
Vol. VIL No. 143. 3E been
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been put to death, advantage was taken of the fenfa-

tion which this melancholy event produced, to unite

all parties in the vigorous profecution of a war, for

^vhich preparations had long been making, Chauve-
lin, the accredited ambafTador from Louis XVI. was
ordered to quit the kingdom within eight days.

The d/ath of the French monarch was indeed a dif-

aftrous and mournful event. It was well known that

the execut've council, and a great majority of the na-

tional convention, were eagerly defirous to avert this

faial cataftrophe ; but the violence of the Jacobin fac-

tion, and the favage rage of the populace, rendered it

impoffib'e, " We may," faid M. le Brun to a confi-

dential friend, " facrifice ourfelves, without beingable

to (ave the life of the king. In England no one at-

tempted tojudify the deed; " nor," lays an animated
writer of that time, " is it the feafon for extenuation

now that tie llrjam of prejudice flows ftrong, and the

phantafin of a murdered king ilalks bwfore our affright-

ed imagination."

The iiritiih miniffry were now determine^ on war:

they appeared even more fblicitous to colour the pretext

for holtilities agairifl France, than to obtain fatisfac-

tion for the a8s of aggreflion complained of, as appears

from the tenor of their proceedings. If any proof is

uanting, we fhall find it amply fupplied by a letter

from Lord Auckland, the Englifh ambaflador at the

Hague, dated January the 25th, 17931 and prefented

to the ftates-geiieral immediately on the departure of

M. Chauvelin. In tliis letter, his lordlliip affirms to

their high mightnicfTes, that " not four years ago fome

Vvretches, affuming the title of philofophers, had the

preiiunption to think themlelves capable of eftablifh-

ing a new fyftem of civil fociety. In order to rea-

lize thai dream of their vanity, they found it neceffary

to ()V(.rtiirc)W aiid deftroy all received notions of lub-

oruination, nuuiners, and religion, which have hi-

theilo formed all the fecurity, happinefsj and confb-

lation,
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^ lation, of the human race. Their deOruftive projeQs

have but too well fuccecded. But the etlects oFthe
new (ylteni which they endeavoured to introduce ferv-

ed only to fhew the imbecility and villany of its au-

thors. The events, which fo rapidly followed each

other fince that epoch, iiirpafs in atrocity all which
had ever polluted the pages of hiltory. Property, li-

berty, fecuriiy, even lifeitielf, have been deemed play-

things in the hands of infamous men, who are the (Idves

of the mod licentious palhons of rapine, einiiity, and
ambitioti." From the condu61 of the Englilh govern-

ment at home, and the very high language and ienti-

ments conveyed through their diplomatic organs

abroad, the French now faw that every hope of peace

was vanilhed. The convention therefore came to

the refolution of anticipating the defigns of the Eng-
lifli and the Dutch, and, by a decree unanimoufly pa li-

ed on the ifl of February 1793, declared the republic

of France at war with the King of Great Britain, and
the Stadtholderof Holland.

That the Bridfli court manifefled a friendly difpo-

fition to the French revolution, prior to the loih of
Auguft 1792, when the royal power was fufpended in

France— is one of thofe aflertions of the Enslifli mi.,

nifter, which admits of very confiderable doubt. If,

inftead of their declarations, we judge from the con-

dutl of the Britifh cabinet, we Ihall find very intel-

ligible indications of diflike even to the French con- ,

Ititution of 1789. Lord Auckland, io his letter above
quoted to the itates general, fays, " it is not quite

four years fince certain wretches aflfuming the name of
philofophers, &:c," Here it is perfe81y clear that he
comprehends in his vulgar and violent cenlure the li-

mited monarchy (ettled by the conftitution of 1789,
as well as the republican form of government ella-

bliftied in 1792; and when it \s confidered that this

part of his lordlhip's conduct was, at a fubfequent pe-
riod, publicly defended and proved by minilters in

3 E 2 paicjiument.
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parliament, little doubt can remain of the real fenti-

ments of tlie Britifli court refpecling the French revo-

lution of 1789.
Another pointed inftance of the fecret hoftility of

the Englifh government towards the French confti-

tution of 1 789, appears in the correfpondence between

Lord Grenvilie and M. Chauvelin in May 1792.
The latter invariably ftyles Louis XVL " the king of

the French," which was the title decreed by the nati-

onal afTembly, and the former as invariably ftyles him
" His moft chriftian majefty," which was the title du-

ring the old defpotifm.

But the melancholy death of the French monarch
havingconhderably alineated the affections of Englifti-

men from the French revolution, and the idea of in-

ternal danger having alfo at this time been excited by
the alarming reports of plots and infurreftions, a ge-

neral abhorrence of the French and of French prin-

ciples had feized the public mind, and prepared the

nation to receive the declaration of war on the part of

France with general fatisfaBion, as an event to be de-

fired rather than dreaded. Having thus fecured the

concurrence of a great portion of the people, the mi-

nifter loll no time in obtaining the fanftion of parlia-

ment, to meafures ofextcnfive and vigorous hoftility.

Accordingly, on the 11th of February, 1793, the fol-

lowing meH'age from his majefty was read to the houfc

of commons. " His majefty thinks proper to acquaint

the houfe of commons, that the aftembly now exerci-

fing the powers of government in France, have, v»'ith-

out previous notice, direfted a8;s of holtility to be

committed againft the perfons and property of his ma-
jelly's fubjetts, ia breach of .the law of nations, and of

the moft pofiiive ftipulations of treaty; and have fince,

on the moft groundlefs pretences, aftually declared war
againft his mjjefty and the united provinces. Under
the circumftances of this wanton and unprovoked ag-

greftion, his majefty has taken the necelFary fteps to

maintain
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maintain the honour of his crown, and to vindicate

the rights of his people; andhis majefty relies with con-

fidence on the firm andeflFeftual fupporetof the houfe

of commons, and on the zealous exertions of a brave

and loyal people, in profecuting a juft and neceffary

war, and in endeavouring, under the bleffing of Pro-

vidence, to oppofe an effeftual barrier to the farther

progrefs of a fyftem which ftrikes at the fecurity and
peace of all independent nations, and is purfued in

open defiance of every principle of moderation, good
faith, humanity, and juftice. In a caufe of fuch general

concern, his majefty has every reafon to hope for the

cordial co-operation of thofe powers who were united

with his majefty by the ties of alliance, or who feel

an intereft in preventing the extenfion of anarchy and
confufion, and in contributing to the fecurity and tran-

quillity of Europe."

Mr. Fox and his friends were refolved to exert their

utmoft abilities toafcertain the real andprecife grounds
of the war, that if poffible every obftacle to amicable
accommodation might be removed, and at all events

the public might be fully informed oF thofe objeQs for

the attainment of which the nation was about to ex-
pend its blood and treafure. Accordingly, on the 18th
of February, Mr. Fox, with this view, prefented to

the houfe the following refolutions. Firit, That it is

not for the honour or interell of Great Britain to make
war upon France on account of the internal cir-

cumftances of that country; for.the purpofe either of
fuppreffing or punifhing any opinions and principles,

however pernicious in their tendency, which may pre-
vail there; or of eftablifhing among the French peo-
ple any particular form of government.—Secondlv,
That the particular complaints which have been made
againft the conduftof the French government are not
of a nature to juftify war in the firll inftance, without
having attempted to obtain redrefs by negociation.

—

Thirdly, That it appears to this houfe, that in the late

negociation
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negociation between his majefty's minilt^ers and the a-

gents of the French governinent, the faid miniftcrs did

not take fuch meafures as were likely to procure re-

drefs, without a rupture, for the grievances of which

they complained; and particularly that they never

ftated diliintily to the French government any terms

and conditions the acceffion to which, on the part of

France, would induce his majelly to perfevere in the

fyftem of neutrality.— Fourthly, That it does not ap-

pear that the tranquillity of Europe, and the rights of

independent nations, which have been ftated as grounds

of war againft France, have been attended to by his

majefty's minifters in the cafe of Poland, in the in-

vahon of which unhappy country, both in the laft year

and more recently, the moft open contempt of the law

of nations, and the moft unjuftifiable fpirit of aggran-

dizement, have been manifefted, without having pro-

duced, as far as appears to this"houfe,any remonftrance

from his majefty's minifters.— Fifthly, That it is the

duty of his majefty's minifters, in the prefent crifis, to

advife his majefty againft entering mto engagements

which may prevent Great Britain from making a fepa-

rate peace, whenever the interefts of his majefty and

his people may render fuch a meafure adviieable, or

•^vhich may countenance an opinion in Europe, that

his majefty is acting in concert with other powers for

the unjuftifiable purpofe of compelling the people of

France to fubmit to a form of government not ap-

proved by that nation.—Mr. Fox alleged, that his

objeQ; in making thefe motions was to procure a

declaration of the precife grounds upon which gentle-

men had voted for the war; for from many circum-

ftances he was well perfuaded that the real obje8s of

our minifters in going to war were thofe which they dif-

claimed, and that thofe which they avowed were only

pretexts. Themotionoccafionedavery heateddebate;

the houfe divided, 44 for the motion, againft it 226.

The ereftion of barracks in different parts of the

kingdom,
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kingdom, which the legal authorities of this country

had ever conhdertd as uncoiiHi;utional, induced Mr.

M. A. Tavlor, on the 22d of February, to bring the

opinions of Mr. Pulteiiey, Mr. Pelham, Lord Gage,

Judge Blackitone, &:c. to prove the illegality of the

mealure, Mr. Taylor (aid, " that the whole fydem of

miniiters (hewed an evident preconcerted delign to

curb and overawe the people by the bayonet and the

fwurd,in(tead of applying, if neceflary, the wholefome

correction of the laws of England; and this, in his

eon(c;ence, he believed to be their intention. He did

not mean to enter into any argument with refpe6i to

the king's rights in vinut- of his prerogative of eretling

barracks; but, before proceeding to ereft them, it was

undoubiedly theduty of his niajeliy's miniiters to have

intormed the houie of their iniention to do fo, and of

the realons which induced tiiem to think it a mealure

either prudent or neceifary." He faid, " that in the

motion which he fhould take the hberiy of fubmitting

to the houfe, he fhould adopt the words of judge

Blackftone," and he concluded with moving, " that it

is the opinion (jf this houfe that the uniform and per-

feveringoppofition of our anccltors from time to time,

to the ereding barracks in this country, was founded

upon a juft fenfe of the true principles of our moft ex-

cellent conflitution, and that theopinion has been jufti-

fied, upon high legal and political authority, that the

foldierslhould live intermixed with the people, in order

that they might be connetted with them; and that no
feparate camp, no barracks, no inland fortrelfes, fhould

be allowed." After a very warm debate, the miniftei^

moved the order of the day, and the original motior>

was negatived without a divifion.

The attorney-general, on the 15th of March, mov-
ed for leave to bring in the traitorous correfpondencc

bill, of which the following is the outline. " That it

was in future to be made high treafon, Firft, To fup-

ply theexifting government of France, or any perfons

in
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in alliance wiih them, with arms or military flores, or

to purchafe any thing for them. Secondly, To pur-

chafe lands of inheritance in France, to inveft money
in any of the French funds, or to lend money on any
fecurity in France. Thirdly, To go from this country

into France without licence of his majefty and the pri-

vy feal. Fourthly, For a Britidi fubjed to land in

Great Britain without a paffport or leave, or elfe to

deliver himfelf to the next magiftrate, to undergo an

examination, and faiihfully to difclofe where he had

been, whither he was going, the leafon of his journey

out and )iome, and give fecurity to any amount re-

quired for his good behaviour. Fifthly, To under-

write infurances upon fliips and goods bound from
France to any part of the world."

This bill was combated by the members of oppofi-

tion through every ftage of its progrefs. On the mo-
tion of leave for its ihtr.odu6lion being made by the at-

torney-general, Mr. Fox commenced the attack on its

principles and objeQ;. " He rofe," he faid " to take

the firfh opportunity of expreffing his difapprobation of
the bill. If the law of treafon was doubtful, a bill to

explain it might be neceflary; but he, who had never

before heard of thofe doubts, had no reafon to think

thelawobfcurejand therefore could not think abill ne-

ceffary to explain it. If the law of treafon wants ex-

planation, then thequeftion will be, whether the provi-

fions of the bill now propofed conformed to that in-

tention. The firft part that ftruck his mind, was the

prohibiting any perfon in this country from purcha-

fing lands in France. Britilh fubje61s had frequently

pofleffions in foreign countries, and no evil, which he

had ever heard of, had hitherto refulted from that cir-

cumltance; and he was firmly convinced that nothing

at this moment could be more dangerous than hold-

ing out that idea. Something of this kind had been
propofed during, the American war, refpetling pro-

perty held in Pennfylvania^ but the rainifter of that

day
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day rejc61ed with difdain a propofition fo unjuR and
impolitic. VVeJiaddlwaysencoiiraged foreigners, eveit

ill time of war. to deal in our funds, and we had always

held (heir propcriv lacred; and he would a(k wheiher*

encoura<:eint nt afloided on both fides to deai in the

funds, would operate mod in favour of this d untry or

of France; of that which had nsoft, or that which had
lead; cridit.'' Surely at prelenl men would not be fo

blind to their own intertfts as to prefer French fecu-

rity to iji<^li(h. As to the next prohibition in the bill,

the fupp'yiiig ihe French wiih arms, if that part of the

law was to be thoroughly revifcd, he fhould perhaps

queftion wheiherit would not be of advantage to this

country to trade with its enemies, and fell them every
article of arms, whilil we had prompt payment, at our
own price, for them. Rcfpetliog Eiigliihrnen going to

France without a pafTport," Mr. Fox fiid, " he fliould

pafsii by asthe leailexcepiionableclaufeiaihe bill. But
as to the provifionagainR Engl ifhmen returning to th.eir

country, it was monftrous enough to make the learned

gentleman afhamed to date it. It was giving power to ,

the king to bmifh, during the war, every Britilh fub-

je6l now in France.- Though he may return in cer-

tain cafes by giving fecurity, who are to be judges of
the amount of that iecurity? This was to be left to a
magiftrate— Here one man was to be pui unfier the

difcretion of another, who might render his return

impoffible by exafting fecurity to an amount that could
not be given. As to the claufe which prohibited

the infurance of French fhips, he had lefs objedion
to it than feveral others, becaufe it appeared to him
to be merely foo1i(h, for the balance would be in fa-

vour of the Englifh, who would in that cafe be the

underwriters, becaufe the premium was always fup-
pofed tQ be more than the rilk. He conciudtd with
laying that the whole of the bill was unnecefiTarv, and
many of the parts of it repugnant to the common prin-
ciples of jultice."

Vol. VII. No. 143. 3F Mr.
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Mr. Solicitor General defended the propriety of

the bill, " The ftatute of Edward the Third, he af-

ferted, left the law of treafon in fome doubt, becaufc

the nature of treafon was in fome meafure to be de-

termined by exiPiing circumftances; and of confe-

quence, there had been continual declarations of what,

in particular initances,conflituted treafon. As to the

purchafe of lands, he dated, that one of the caufes of

the calamities of the American war, was the private in-

tereft of individuals, in confequence of their profef-

fions, which induced them to take a part contrary to

their fentiments."

Mr. Erfkine, in an animated fpeech, replied to the

crown lawyers. He faid, " that the fundamental

principles of the law ought not to be Ihaken by unne-

cefTary aBs of the legiflature. He remarked the ten-

dency of the'prefent bill to throw fufpicion upon the

people. The attorney general comes forward with a

bill, explanatory of the llatute of Edward HI. to tell

them what circumftances in the prefent period would

be deemed treafonable. Refpefting that part of the

bill which prohibits perfons from purchafing land in

France, it was altogether ncedlefs in the prefent ftatc

of that country; andinileadof prohibitingperfons from

purchafing in the French funds, minifters fhould ra-

ther take care that a calamitous war might not pre-

vent from purchafing in our own."

Mr. Burke rejoiced that, " in times of public emer-

^rency, the miniflers, and iegiflators of this country,

had recourfe to the wholeforae principles of our an-

ceuors. At the time of the revolution in 1688, the

next chapter to the bill of rights, contained an atl em-
. powering his rnaieily to take up and imprifon all fuf-

};e8.ed perfons. He confidered this precedent as quite

fufricient. Thofe who believed the conftitution was

fecure without the prefent bill, argued on falfe princi-

ples. No period occurcd in hiftory more detrimejital

to its- vital principles ilitin the prefent; and govern-

ment
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ment merited applaufe and gratitude, in proportion to

their vigilance and a6livity. You are now at war,"

faid Mr. Burke, «' with an enemy who has urged war

with your conllitution, and who has been but too fuc-

cefsful in eftablifhing among you a dangerous domeftic

faftion."—After a general exclamation of No ! No!
No!—Mr. Burke continued, " that gentlemen might

now deny the alFertion, but. at a future period," faid

he, " I will name them to their confufion though not

to their fliame! And if it were a houfe as it is a com-
mittee, I would, perhaps, embrace the opportunity of

communicating my information and fentiments there-

on."—The bill was carried by 154 againil 53.
During the time that the above bill was in agitation,

a propofal was made to Lord Grenviile by the French
executive council, for putting an end to the calamities

of war by amicable negociation, and a pafTport was
demanded for M, Maret, who was to be invelted with

full powers to treat. The letters from M. le Brun
were brought over by an Englifli gentleman, with pro-

per atteftations of their authenticity, and by him de-

livered to the noble fecretary. It is faid, that M.
Maret had it in his inflruBions unequivocally to of-

fer to our miniltry thefe three points: Firft, That
the navigation of the Scheld fliould be given up.

Secondly, That the French troopts fliould not ap-

proach the Dutch territories within a given diftance.

Thirdly, That the decree of the 19th of November
fhould be either altered or repealed. No notice what-
ever was taken of this application.

Mr. Grey once more brought forward the great

queftion of a parliamentary reform. Twenty-three
petitions, praying a reform, bad been prefented to the

noufe of commons, figned by three thoufand perlbns
;

and on the 6th of May, Mr. Grey made his motion. He
began by ftating the difficulties he had to encounter in

his attempt to procure a parliamentary reform; " for,"

faid he, *' while the oum^rous and refpedablc petitions

3 F 2 before
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before the houfe in fome meafure facilitate my way, by
proving the various argun^e.ts which the fuhjecl af-

fords, yei they, at the fame time informed the houfe,

thaishey were not the real reprefentatives of the people,

which probably will be a very dilagrecble confefliun to

extort from the members themfelves. Refpetlmg the

backneycd objeBion of ihi^ being an improper time

for reform, it would be equally rational in times of

profpcrity and adverhty, in times of war and peace.

If our lituation hapi ens to be profperous, it is then

afivcd whether we can be more than happy, or more
than free? In the lealon of adveifity, on the other

band, all reform or renovation is deprecated, from the

pretended riflv of incrcafing the evU and prefTuie of

our fituation. Hence it would appear that the lin^e for

reform never yet had come, and never would come.

By argunKnts fuch as thefe had re'orm been hitherto

jcombaied; ar,d by the like he believed it ever would

be attacked, until fome dreadful convulfion fhould

take place, which might threaten even the confiitution

itfelfVith annih.ilation. Many .had been the unfuc-

cefsful attempts to. bring about a reform; a proper

t!me had never yet been found for it. In 1733, a mo-
tion was made in that houfe, by Mr. Bromley, for a

repeal ol the leptennial aft, and that motion was fe-

conded in a very able fpeech by Sir William Windh«im.

Other atten>pts had been made in the years 1745,1758,
1783, 1783. and 1785. Mr. Pitt himfelfhad brought

the buhiiels forward in the laft three of ihofe years.
' The fame objettion as to lime was then made, and com-

bated by ihc right honourrible gentleman fliongly and

powerfully in argument, but without effeft." When
Mr. Grey came to take notice of burgage teimres, and

the fpliituig of mefluages and hereditaments, for the

purpofe of multiplying voters, contrary to an a£l of

King William for preventing fuch practices, he quot-

ed an opinion given judicially by Lord Thurlow, when
fmipg
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fitting as chancellor in the houfe of lord.^ in an ap-

peal Irom Scotland, refpeQing the rights of voters at

eleftions. Hislordlhip laid, ' If the r ght of clLftion

could be tried by law in a court of law in England, as

it was in Scotland, he was convinced that an Englifli

court of law wc uld not be fdtisfied with fiich a mode
of eledion as this; that a nobleman's (le.vard ilvouldgo

down tcj a borough with ten or twelve pieces of parch-

ment in his hand, containing each the qualification for

a vote, and having afTcinbled a fiiiiicient number

of his mailer's tenants round a table, fliould diRnbute

among ; hem the j^aichments—thenpropofeaciindidate

. —and afterwards cotle6t thefe parchments, and de-

clare his lords fnend duly ele61ed for the borough.'

Thefe eledions Lord Thurlow called a mockery."

Mr. Grey concluded with moving, that the petition (of

the Friends of the People) be referred "to a committee.

Sir William Young deelaredit had been his opinion

ever fince he began his political career, that the coun-

try had too much of a commercial turn, and that its

.commerce would foon become more thana match for its

virtues. The petitioners propofed a meafure that evi-

dently tended to throw weight into a fcale which pre-

ponderated too much already. He affened that bo-

roughs bought and controlled by men of property,

formed the only balance to the commercial influence

which was increaling by too rapid li rides, and which
ought to be checked. He deniedjhat tn.e rcprtien-

tation was founded either upon properly or numbers
abftradedly coniidercd. He was Lheirfore of opinion

that the petitions were iil founded, and that no aiiera-

tion ought to take place.

Mr. Whitbread Ipoke in favour of reform. In ftat-

ing fome of the grofsand Ihameful abufes in borough
eletlions, he was betrayed mto the ufe ot ibme obnoxi-
ous expn flioms, and was called to order; upon which
he addrc fled the f: eaker in the toilovMng terms: "Sir,
am I too free in what I am faying.? am 1 acting againlt

your
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your orders? it mayl)e fo; but if thefe things fhould

ineet you ear upon the fleps of this houfe, as you de-

Icend from the chair, can you contradift them? Sir,

you cannot. I do know, and the petitioners who
iigned the petition now upon your table are ready to

prove, that many members are nominated by indivi-

duals to ferve in this houfe. Refute the charge!

* We cannot,' you fay. ' Apply the remedy thenl*

« We will not confent to that.' '' Then, at leaft, tell

the people of England—We have inveftigated your
llatement, and we find it to be true; but we can prove
to you that the country is as well governed, and that

things go on as well now as they would do if the re-

prefentaiion were reformed." The houfe divided

i

for referring the petitions to a committee 4 i,again{l 2 8 2.

No fubjeft of importance fuificient to demand par-

ticular attention occurred during the remainder of the

feffion ; and on the 2ift of June the king prorogued
the parliament. In his fpeech on this occafion his

majefty noticed " the rapid and fignal fucceffes which
had in an early period of the campaign attended the

operations of the combined armies; the refpeflableand

powerful force which he had been enabled to employ
by fea and land, and the meafures which he had con-

certed with other powers for the effeftual profecution

of the war; all of which afforded the beft profpeft of

a happy iflue to the important conteil in which we arc

engaged."

Having recorded the leading parliamentary tranf-

aQions of 1793, the hiflory of the firft campaign, in

which England was engaged as a principal in the arm-

ed confederacy againfh France, now demands our at-

tention. In the faithful execution of this imp^ortant

tafk, a fucceflion of fuch novel and aftonifliing fcenes

v;ith prefcnt themfelvcs, as are certainly unequalled in

ancient or in modern tinies. Whether we regard the

vaf!; armies in motion—the aOivity and extent of their

opeiations—or the number of human beings who fell

the
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the viftimsof war,—all are on ihe fcale of magnitude

awful and afflicting. Nor can the eventual refult of

the campaign appear lefs wonderful to the contempla-

tive mind than the mighty range of great and unexam-
pled events with which it was preceded. We fee France

convulfed by internal faftions,—betrayed by trea-

chery—preffed on all fides by the firit military powers

in the world— braving dangers Angularly perilous and
formidable—furmounting every difficulty—and over-

powering all oppofition by the ardour and enthufiafm

ofhberty.

The brilliant and rapid fuccefs of the French arms
had, by the latter end of 1 792, extended the dominions

of the republic from the Alps to the Rhine, from Ge-
neva to the mouth of the Scheld. The vi8:ory of Je-
mappe fecured the conqueft of Brabant and Flanders;

and in the courfe of the winter General Dumourier
propofed to the executive council to take pofTeffion of

Maeflricht, without which he alleged he could neither

defend the Meufe, nor the territory of Liege. He
purpofed to take and hold the place without entering

into further hoflilities with the Dutch, and engagjncr,

by manifcflo, to reftore it at the end of the war. The
executive council, much to their honour, declined the

propofal, and exprefsly commanded the general to

preierve the ftrifteft neutrality towards the united pro-
vinces. This circumftance affords an additional proof
that the French had no intention to provoke hoftili-

ties with England or her allies, before the unfortunate
difpute with the Britifh minillry, the particulars of
which have been already detailed.

Hoftilities, however, being actually commenced,
the polfeffion of Holland became an obje6l of the ut-

molt moment to the French, as it would be followed
by advantages decifive of the war in their favour.
Had Dumourier continued faithful, there is no doubt
but that the projeft would have been attended with
complete fuccefs: but, on the other hand, it is more

than



4i6 HISTORY of the

than probable, that if certain arrangements had not beere

previoufly made with this celebrated commander.
Great Britain and Holland would not have been ib

precipitate in entering into the difpute. Thus, it ap-

pears, that both parties were deceived in the commence-
ment of the war. The French flattered ihemfllves with

the immediaie conque!! of Holland; while the allies,

dependmg on the treachery of Dumourier, were look-

ing forward with confidence to no lefsanobjeCUhan the

immediate fuhjugauon of France. Circumftanced as

Dumourier was at this period, it is difficult to aicertain

what was his_ plan of the campaign. He has hn-nfelf

intimated, that it was long his fixed intention to efi'e6t

anefcape into fome other country; and,with fuch a de-

fign predominant in his mind, it is not to be fuppoled

that he would be very earnell in promoting the iuccefs

of his expedition. The general, in his Memoirs, has

ilated two plans; the firit of which was propo.ed by

the refugee Hollanders who had formed a fmall revo-

lutionary committee at Antwerp, and who recommend-
ed an irruption into Zealand: the other was a plan

fuggeited by himfelf, and which he really meant to

purfue, while he appeared to favour that of the Bata-

vian committee; and this was, to advance with a body
of troops pdfted at Mordyek, and niafkmg Breda and

Gurtruydenberg on ibe right, and Bergen-ap-Zoom,

Steenberg, Klundert. ai d VViliiaraHadt, on the left,

to effe6l a paflage over an arm of the fea to Dort, and

thus penetrate at once into the heart of Holland.

In the mean tilne General Miranda was ordered to

advance with a p irt of his army before M'aeftricht, but

was inrtructed by Dumourier not to attempt a regular

fiege at fo mifavourable a feafon, but to affault the

place with bombs and jed-hot balls; and, after receiv-

ing intelligence that the commander in chief pafTed

Mordyek, to leave the continuance of the Tiege to Ge-
neral Valence, vv'ho wasexpeded from Paris, and march

with the utmoll expedition to Nmieguen, and, in paf-

ling
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liiig the duchy of Cleves, to intercept the Pruflians,

fliould they have anticipated his arrival there. Venlo

was at the fame time to be attacked by General Champ-

niorin, an experienced engineer. Maeftricht was in-

verted early in February, by General Miranda, with

12,000 men on the banks of the Meufe and 6,000 on

the right; andbythe 23d of that month the works were

all completed. On the following day the French ge-

neral fummoned the Prince of Heffe, who commanded
there; but his anfwer was a direft refufal to capitulate.

The French then commenced a heavy fire from their

batteries, and, according to the account of the general,

the town was on fire in feveral places. While the

French were conftruBing their works, the garrifon

made two fallies, but with little fuccefs.

In the mean time, General Dumourier affembled

his army in the vicinity of Antwerp. Previous to his

entering the Dutch territories, he publifhed a mani-

fefto addreffed to the Batavians, as he thought proper

to term them, exhorting them toemancipate themfel ves

at once from the tyrannical yoke of the ftadtholder.

The French army under Dumourier confided of

twenty-one battalions, only two of which however
were troops of the line; he eftimates them himfelf at

about 13,700 men, including cavalry and light troops.

This army entered the Dutch territories on the 17th

of February, but it was the 22d before the general

was enabled to proceed from Antwerp to join it. His
firft movement was to block up Breda, by means of
his right divifion under General d'Arcon; and
Colonel le Clerc, with the left, was ordered at the fame
time to block up Bergen-op-Zoom. The governors
of thofe places abandoned all their outworks; and
Breda, at the time of its attack, was in a ftate of inun-
dation. On the 23d of February, Count Byland,
the governor of Breda, was fummoned to furrender;

and on his refufal, General d'Arcon, without opening
the trenches, mounted two batteries, with four mor-
VoL. VII. No. 144. 3G tars
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tars and four howitzers, very near the town, on the

fide of the village of Hage. The bombardment con-

tinued for fome hours, but ceafed at night. On the

fucceeding day the French renewed the attack with

great fpirit; and one of Dumourier's aides-du-camp

being difpatched to renew the fummons, with affu-

rances that the general was preparing to bring up his

whole force, the governor was terrified into a capi-

tulation. The garrifon was allowed the honours of

war, and only twenty rnen were loft on both fides.

The fort of Klundert was taken by Dumourier on the

twenty-fixth. It was defended with great valour by

Lieutenant-colonel Weftphalianj but his garrifon a-

mounted to only 150 men.

Dumourier next difpatched General Berneron to

the attack of Williamftadt, and General d'Arcon to

Gertruydenberg, and on the fourth of March the lat-

ter place furrendered on capitulation. At this place

ended the triumphs of Dumourier. Williamftadt was

clofely invelled from the 23d of February to the 16th

of March, 1793? during which time it was twice fum-

moned to furrender; but the gallant Major-general

Boetzlaar, its governon gave for anfwer, That he

would defend it with the laft drop of his blood. Up-
on this, a mott violent bombardment and cannonade

took place, with red-hot balls, bombs, and grenades.

Only two houfes in the town were burnt by the ene-

my's fhells; not one however efcaped being pierced

through with cannon-fliot. The principal ftreet, lead-

ing from the great church to the main guard, was fill-

ed on each fide with the ruins of the houfes. A twenty-

four pound Ihot pafied through the dial on the top

of the church, and carried the half of it away. Near

a hundred large trees, growing within the ramparts,

were fhivered to pieces by fliots and fiiells. Several

red-hot balls paffed through the roof of the governor's

houfe. The Prince of Orange's arms were battered

down from the infide of the main-guard gate by a

twenty-
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twenty-four pound (hot from a battery on the other

fide the town. Nine of the heavieft brafs ordnance

on the Dutch ramparts were either difmounted, or the

carriages (hot to pieces; principally from the iiicef-

fant fire of a mafqued battery, which the French had

raifed behind a fmall wood on the fliore of the Maeze,

to the S. E. of the fort. On the 16th of March,

about ten in the mon'iing, the French fet fire to their

AVorks, and began to retreat, having fuitained a heavy

cannonade from the garrifon, and being galled and

mowed down by a well-direfted fire from the Englifh

gun-boats and Syren Britifli frigate, commanded by
Captam Maniey, wHiich tooll them in flank, and did

prodigious execution. At this inflant the brave go-

vernor difpatched a detachment from the garrifon to

barrafs their rear, which they fo well eftefted as to

take feveral pieces of cannon, two mortars, and a
great quantity of ammunition and fiege-utenfilsp which
were fafely conveyed into the town. It is re-

markable that, during the whole of this tremendous
fiege, only twelve inhabitants and eight foldiers were
killed:—the French it is conjeftured, loft about 800
men. General Boetzlaar, the gallant defender of this

fortrefs, was at this time in his eighty-fixth year.

The diftrefles of the French during the fiege, par-
ticularly on the Maefe fide, mult have been almoft
infurmountable; havincr no fhelter even from the in-

clemency of the weather, bat in damp holes cut in

the beach, and being only (lightly fcreened by reeds
taken from the river fide. During the eredion of
their works, they were expofed between the two fe-

vere fires of the fort batterries, and thofe of the Sy-
ren frigate andgun-boais, for two days and nights fuc-

ce(fively. The horrors of the fcene they left behind
are almoft too fliocking for recital; the mangled' bo-
diesofthe French lying uninterred upon their redoubts;
and even that of an officer, who laft fell, all with the
ears and fingers cut off, and earned away as relics of

3 G 2 triumph!
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triumph!—formed a fpe6lacie every way painful ta

humanity.

About this time, two thoufand Britifh guards were
fent over to Holland under the command of the Duke
of York; and a body of twelve thoufand Hanoverians

were ordered to march immediately to the fame quar-

ter, to be alfo under his royal highnefs's command.
To add to the embarraffments of France, Spain was now
fuppofed ready to accede to the armed confederacy.

After the melancholy death of Louis, it may well be
fuppofed that the King of Spain could not be very

friendly difpofed towards the French nation; and,

prefled by the combined powers, it is not improbable

that he meditated hoftilities. The convention, how-
ever, determined to anticipate his declaration, and on
the y.th of >

March paffed a decree of war againft his

moft catholic majefty.

Before reviewing the reverfe of fortune which the

French experienced in the Netherlands, it may be

proper to advert to the difaitrous expedition which

was undertaken againft Cagliari, the capital of Sar-

dinia. A French fleet under the command of Ad-
miral Truguet, which had failed from Toulon, an-

chored before the town, and commenced a vigorous

cannonade againft it on the 24th of January; but as

all the tranfports with the land-forces were not ar-

rived, the admiral ordered the firing to ceafe on the

figth. The camp volunteers, being impatient to land,

after ufing every argument to convince them of the

extreme danger of making fuch an attempt without a

fuflicient force, M. Truguet at length confented, and

gave orders for their landing on the 14th of February.

Four ihips and two bomb-ketches were pofted before

the town, and nearly the fame force was placed between

the town and a fmall mountain defended by batteries;

another came to anchor before the town to baiter it,

and three ftiips and three frigates were employed in

covering the landing of the troops. Of all thefe fhips,

the Themiftocles alone did execution; b ui fhe was
fet
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fet on fire by a red-hot ball, and the captain was

wounded in the leg, and died four days after. In the

night the Themillocles was obliged to retire. The
Patriot, which kept up a continual fire for three days

and three nights, expended all herammunition, and had

eight men wounded, fome of them in a dangerous

manner. The Juno frigate had feven wounded.

The dcfcent was etfecled under the command of Ge-
neral Cafa Bianca, with fifteen hundred troops of the

line, and three thoufand national volunteers; another

defcent was to be mad-^ at fome diltance, and a cer-

tain fignal was agreed on. This fignal was obferved

in the ifland, and the troops heard the following words
pronounced through a fpeaking trumptet:—" Citizens

come on fliore; we have put to flight theenemy." The^
troops, however, fufpected the delufion, havmg ob-
ferved with their glaifes, that the invitation came from
perfons in the Sardinian uniform. The fecond de-

fcent therefore was countermanded. Cafa Bianca,

however formed a camp at the diltance of a league

from the' town, with fifteen pieces of cannon and fome
mortars; but the troops were feized with an inftanta-

neous panic, they miitook the word of command, and
the patroles fired upon each other; the foldiers ima-
gining themfelves too weak in number, requeued to

be re-embarked, and fome of them without orders be-

gan to retire towards the Ihore. In this difagreeable

fituation, the general was compelled to re-em.bark his

troops, and it was with greai difficulty that he was able
even to fave his cannon. When the troops returned
on- board, Truguet immediately fet fail. The Leo-
pard, a Ihip of the line, ran on fhore, but the crew
were faved. A tartan, which ran on fhore alfo, was.

burnt by the Sardinians.

This failure of the attack upori*Sardinia was a tri-

vial misfortune, in comparifon with the haffy retreat

and final defedion of Duraourier in the Netherlands.
At this period the French armies were m a reduced

and
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and impoverilhed ftate; partly from the return of the

volunteers and national guards, but chiefly from the

grofs negleft of the French minifters. As they were,

however, ftill numerous, General Miranda continued
to prefs the fiege of Maeftricht with a confiderable

force; while General la Noue, with the covering ar-

my, was encamped at Herve. The head-quarters of
General Valence were at Liege, while his out-pofts

extended to Aix-la-Chapelle and the banks of the

Roer. On the firft of March, General Clairfait, ha-

ving pafled the Roer in the night, attacked the

French pofts as well on the fide of Durn as on that of

Juliersj and compelled them- to retreat as far as Alder-

haven, with the lofs of two thoufand men, twelve
pieces of cannon, thirty ammunition waggons, and
the military chef). The following day the archduke
attacked feveral French batteries, and took nine pieces

of cannon.

On the third, the Prince of Saxe Cobourg ob-

tained a fignal vi6;ory over the French, and drove,
them from Aix-Ia-Chapelle even to the vicinity of
Liege. Early in the morning the Auftrians poffeffed

themfelves of the heights about Aix, from which they

kept up an incefiant fire ; and at one o'clock a for-

mal aBion took place in the town. The French form-

ed themfelves into a fquare in the market place, but,

upon the approach of the chaffeurs of Badul, they be-

gan to give way; and, being at the fame moment vi-
' goroufly attacked on all fides, a moft dreadful car-

nage enfued. A French officer, well mounted, at-

tempted to make his efcape, in order to prevent a de-

tachment of national guards, then marching tothefpot,

from falhng into the hands of the allied army; but the

bridle of his horfe was feized, he was fliot through the

body, and the detachment he meant to fave were cut

to pieces by the Frulfians. The French fought with

great bravery, and the numbers killed affords a ftrik-

ing inftance of ihe obftinacy of the combat; 4000
French
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French were left dead upon the fpot, 1600 were made
prifoner§,and twenty-two pieces ofcannon were taken.

The defeat of the third, was the fignal for raifing the

fiege of Maeltricht. On the fourth, General Miranda
learned, that the allies were advancing with more than

thirty-five thoufand men towards Wick, with the evi-

dent intention of throwing fuccours into Maeftricht.

The general, therefore, had fcarcely time to withdraw

the body of three thoufand men, which were pofted

there under the command of General Leveneur, be-

fore they were attacked by the advanced guard of the

allies. The bombardment was however continued in

the ufual manner; andMaeftrichtfuffered confiderably

from the conflagration. At twelve o'clock at night

Miranda gave orders for a general retreat, having fent

before him all the artillery, which arrived fafe at Ton-
gres, being covered with a rear-guard of four thoufand

men. On the fucceeding day the French were again

attacked at Tongres, and forced to retreat to Hans
and St. Tron, where Miranda and Valence formed a

conjun6ion;. the latter iiaving evacuated Liege, and
abandoned it to the allies. They were alfo joined
by the troops under General Ifler, Lamorliere, and
Champmorin; and after remaining there til! the 8th,

to refrefh, and having repulfed the advanced guard
of the allies who attempted to diflodge them, they

moved on that day towards Tirlemont.

In this critical fituation of aflPairs, Dumourier ought
to have abandoned his enterprife againft Holland, and
moved with his whole force to the fupport of the

flying generals. On the contrary, he left his army
under the command of General De Flers, " whom (he
fays) he knew to be incapable of difcharging the truft,"

with orders to take up his quarters at Dort. The ar-

my in Holland was totally difpirited by the departure
of the general; the Dutch navy in the mean time was
re-inforced, and the Pruffians advanced by the way of
Bois-le-duc. Inilead ofproceeding to Dort, De Flers

was



424 HISTORY of the

was compelled to throw himfelf into Breda, with fix

battalions and two hundred cavalry, and the reft of

the army retired to Antwerp. The fatisfa8:ion ex-

preffed by the army in Liege on being rejoined by

their former victorious commander is fcarcely to be

defcribed; order and confidence feemed to be at once

eftabliflied, and the hopes of the foldiers anticipated a

renewal of the glories of Jemappe. The ftrength and

vigour however of the French army were gone, and
their commander was no longer the fame Dumourier
who bad triumphantly over-run the Netherlands in the

preceding year.

On the 15th of March the AuQrians attacked Tir-

lemont, in which ihe French had only four hundred

men, and which they carried after an obftinate refin-

ance, the town being large and incapable of defence.

Oethefollowing day, however, they were again driven

by Dumourier from that place, and compelled to

retreat to St. Tron. On the i8ih, a general engage-

ment took place near Neerwinden; the French army
being covered by Dormael,and on the right by Landen.

The action continued with great obftmacy on both

fides, from feven in the morning till five in the evening,

when the French were obliged to fall back, and the

Auftrian cavalry, coming up, put them entirely to

flight. The lofs in each army was great. The French

difplayed confiderable courage and addrefs, but were

overpowered by numbers, and perhaps by the trea-

chery of their own commanders, and by the fuperior

fliill and difcipline of their enemies. The whole of

the lofs Dumourier ftates at more than three thoufand;

and that of the imperialifts atone thoufand four hun-

dred. The French alfo loft a great part of their

cannon.

The battle of Neerwinden was fatal to the French;

for, befides the lofs juft ftated, the general obferves

that upwards of fix thoufand men immediately deferred,

and proceeded towards Bruffels and France. The
retreat
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retreat of the French was, however, made in good or-

der, and they continued fkirmifliing till tliey reached

Golfenhovc, which is about one league fouth of Tirle-

mont. Here the French formed in order of battle,'

and the two armies relted the whole night upon their

arms. On the 19th but little was done, and on the

night of the 20th, Dumourier took-polfeffion of the

heights of Cumtich, behind Tirlemont, from which
place he had time to withdraw his magazines. As
Dumourier, however, if we may trufl his own account,

clearly perceived that he could not long maintain him-
f'eif in this pofition, and that it afforded no protedion
either to Louvain or BruHels, he availed himfelf of

the 20th, while the Auilrians remained before Tirle-

mont, to pafs the Welpe and encamp near Banterfem,

having his right to Op and Neerwelpe, and his left on
the heic^hts, and in the woods in front of Zwellenberg-.

Here he was attacked by the advanced guard of the

allies, who were however repulfed. While Dumou-
rier was engaged in repelling this affault, Danton and
La Croix arrived in the camp, as commiffioners from
the convention; and after receiving fome explanations

from him relative to the letter which he had written

to the convention, on the affairs of Belgium, they re-

turned.

On the 2ift, Dumourier judged it proper to take
pod nearer Louvain, and on the following day he was
attacked. The aOion was bloody, and lalied the

whole day; but the hiiperialilts were compelled to re-

treat with great lofs. On the evening preceding this

action, Dumourier fent Colonel Montjoye to the head-
quarters of the Prince of Cobourg, to treat refpefting

the wounded and the prifoners. " He there," fays

Dumourier^ «• faw Colonel Mack, an officer of un-
common merit, who obferved to Colonel Montjoye,
that it might be equally advantageous to both parties
to agree to a fufpeniion of arms." Dumourier, who
had deeply coniidered the fituatiort of his army, fent

Vol, VIL No. 144. 3H Montjoye
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Montjoye again to Colonel Mack on the 2 2d, to de-

mand if he M^ould come to Louvain, and make the

fame propofition to Dumourier. Colonel Mack came
in thfe evening. The following articles were verbally

agreed to: Firft, That the Imperialiils fhould not again

attack the French army in great force, nor Dumourier
again offer battle to the Imperialiits. Secondly,

That on the faith of this tacit armiiiice, the French

fhould retire to BrufTels (lowly, and in good order,

without any oppofuion. And laRly, That Dumourier
and Colonel Mack fliould have another interview af-

te; the evacuation of Bruffels, in order to fettle further

articles that might then be mutually deemed neceffary.

Either diflruftful of Dumourier, however, or from

other motives, the Imperialifis, under General Clair-

fait, attacked an advanced guard of the French, poll-

ed at Pillenberk; in confequence of which, the latter

were obliged to abandon Louvain, and Dumourier
tranfported his wounded, and the flour for his army,

in boats to Mechlin. Yet Dumourier, it appears,

continued faithfully to obferve, on his part, the terms

of the agreement; and he allows that the Prince of Co-

.bourg fo far adhered to them, that he remained three

days at Louvain, fending only fmail detachments to

hang on the rear-guard of the French.

On the 25th of March, Dumourier and his army

paffed through Bruffels. The citadel of Antwerp

was the only fortified place that he was able to keep,

which he garrifoned with two thoufand men, and frx

months provifion, in order to preferve a communica-

tion with the troops which had been left at Breda and

Gertruydenberg. His defign, he fays, was to have

formed a flrong line without the territory of France,

to the left by Namur, Mons, Tournay, Courtray, Ant-

werp, Breda, and Gertruydenberg, till he could recruit-

his forces; but the line in one part was broken by

the neceflary evacuation of Namur.
On the 27thj Dumourier arrived at Ath, where he

received.
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received orders from the convention to arrefl the Co-

lonel of the 73d regiment of infantry, and General

Miranda. On the Tame day Colonel Mack arrived

at Ath. A further-agreement was then entered in-

to between that officer and Dumourier, the terms of

which were, " That the French army fhould remain

fometime longer in the pofTeffion of Mons, Tournoy,

and Courtray, without being harafled by the imperial

army; that Dumovnier, who did not conceal from Co-

lonel Mack his defign of marching againjl- Paris^ fhould,

when their defigns were ripe for execution, regulate

the motions of the Imperialifts, who (hould only aft*

as auxiliaries in the accomplifliment of their plan;

that in the cafe of Dumourier's having no need of af-

fiftance, which was greatly to be dehred by both par-

ties, the Impefiatiils fliould not advance farther than

the frontier of France, and that the total evacuation

of Belgium fhould be the price of this condefcenfion;

but if Dumourier could not efFeft the re-eftablifhment

of a limited monarchy of himfelf, he (hould indicate

the number and the kind of troops which the Imperia-

lilts fhould furnifh, to aid in the project, and which
would be entirely under Dumourier's direclion. Du-
mourier made Colonel Mack acc^uainted with his de-
fign of marching the following day to Tournay, with

the march of General Neuilly to Mons, and of the ar-

my of Holland to Courtray. Jt was finally decided,

that, in order to combine the operations of the impe-
rial troops under the Prince of Cobourg and thofe un-
der Prince Hohenloe at the time when Dumourier
fhould march to Paris, Conde fhould be put into the

hands of the Auftrians as a pledge; that the Anftrians

fhould garrifon the town, but without any pretenfions

to the fovereignty, and on the condition that it fhould
be redored to France at the conclufion of the war,
and after an indemnity fliould have been fettled be-
tween the two parties; but that all the other towns be-

longing to France fhould, in the cafe of ihe conftitu-

3 H 2 tional
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tional party ne<^ding the afii fiance of the Imperialifts,

receive 'srarrifbns, one half oF which fliould be French

troops, and the other half Imperialifts, under the

orders of the Frencii. General Valence, General

Thouvenot, the Duke de Chartres, and Colonel

Montjoye, affiiled at this conference."

Dumourier arrived on the 28th at Tournay, and

here he learned that General Neuilly's divifion had

abandoned Mons, and thrown themfeives into Conde
and Valenciennes. The defigns of Dumourier did

not, however, pafs unfufpeQed at Paris: three corn-

milFioners -from the executive power had therefore

been dilpatched under pretence of conferrmg with

the general concerning the affairs of Belgium, but

really with a view of founding his intentions. The
interview was violent. Dumourier exprefled himfelf

in terms of inventive againil the Jacobins: " Ihey
will ruin France," faidhe; " but 1 will fave it, though

they fliould call me a Csefar, a Cromwell, or a Monk."
The commifTioners carried the ccnveriation no far-

ther. They departed, and returned next day, deter-

mined to difiemble, in order the better to dil'cover the

extent of his views. Dumourier now became more ex-

plicit. He faid, that the convention were a herd of

ruffians, whom he held in abhorrence—that the volun-

teers were poltroons; but that all their eflorts would be

vain. ^' As for the relt," added he, '• there flill re-

mains a party. If the queen and her children are

threatened, I will march to Paris— it is my fixed inten-

tion—and the convention will not exifl three months

longer." The comniiffioners aflced him by what

means he could replace the convention? His anfvver

was, " The means are already formed." They afked

him whether he did not wilh to have the lalt confti-

tution? He replied, " that it was a foolifli one; he

expcded a better Ironi Condorcet : the f ril conOitu-

tion with all its imperfections was preferable. When
they afl^ed him whether he wifhed tohave.a king.? He.

replied



WARS OF ENGLAND. 429

replied—*' We mult have one." He alfo told them,

that he was employed to make peace for France; that

he had already entered into a negociation with the

Prince of Cobourg for an exchange of prifoners,

and for the purpofe of withdrawing from Holland

thole eighteen battalions which were on the point of

being cut off". When they informed him, that thofe

negociations with Cobourg, and the peace which he

wUhcd to procure for France, would not change re-

publicans into royal ifts, he repeated the alTertion that

he would be in Paris in three weeks; and obferved,

that iince the battle of Jemappe he had wept over his

fuccefs in fo bad a caule.

The converfation of Dumourier with the comraif-

fionefs was no fooner made public in Pra-is, than the

fufpicions of thofe who entertained apprehenfions of

his treachery were converted into certainty. The ge-

neral himfelf had been previoufly ordered to the bar

of the convention; he was fuperfeded by Bournon-

ville, the minifter of war; and four commilFioners

were fent to the army of the north, with pov/ers to fuf-

pend and arrefl: all generals and military officers whom
they Ihould fufpecl, and bring them to the bar. As
the commiffioners wifhed to proceed with caution,

th.ey halted at Lifle; and difpatched a fummons to

Dumourier to appear in that city, and anfwer the

charges againll him. He had, however, already ar-

ranged his plan—the Rubicon was paffed—and he re-

turned only for anfwer, that he could not leave the

army for a moment, while the enemy was cutting him
oft" from every retreat—that he would only enter Lifle

to purge it of thofe traitors who infefted it—and that

he valued his head too much to fubmit it to an arbi-

trary tribunal.

On the 29th of March, Dumourier learned that

Antwerp had been abandoned by the troops which he

had ftationed there; and that they had eH"e8ed their

Retreat to the territories of P'rance. On the follow-
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ing day, he refplved to raife the camp at Toiirnay,

and occupy that of Maulde, In the mean time he
fent orders, through the medium of Colonel Mack,
to the garrifons of Breda and Gertruydenberg, to ca-

pitulate, on condition of being allowed to march back
to France. He alfo oj dcicd General Miacziu&i, who
was at Orchies, to march with his divifion to Lide,

and arrell the comrailTioners of the convention; but
that genera), imprudently divulging the object of his

miffion, no fooner entered the city than the gates were
fhut upon him; he was fent to Paris, and brought to

the fcafFold. By the palriotifni of General Ferrand
and Ecuyer, Dumouncr was alfo fruft rated in an at-

tempt to render himfelf m.aRer of Conde and Valen-
ciennes.

To arrell an able general at the head of his army
was indeed a bold and daring nieafure. The com-
niiilioners, however, refolved to hazard the attempt,

and accordingly on iliQ f.rfi of April prG<:eed to St.

Amand, the head-quarters of DuiYiOuner; and, being

admitted into his prefencc, explained to hira the ob-

jhdi of their raifilon. After a conference of fome
hours, the general, not finding that.he could purfuade

them to favour his intentions, gave the fignal for a bo-

dy of foldiers who were in waiting, and ordered the

miniiler of war, Bournonvilie ^who was fent to fuper-

fede him,) and the commiffioners, Camus, Bfancal, La
Marque, and Quinette, immediately to be conveyed
to General Clairfait's head-quarters at Tournay, as

hoftages for the fafety of the royal family.

Dumourier, notwithftanding his fplendid talents, ap-

pears, however, to have grofsly miftakeri the difpoiition

of his army. They might be difpofed to rcfent tf.e

affront which was offered to their genera!, in order-

ing him to appear as a criminal at Paris; but when
he came to propofe to them the reftoraiion of royally

in the perfon of the prince, and to turn their arms

againft their country, the prejudices or patriotifm of

Frenchmen
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Frenckmen airiimed their wonted influence, and they

felt it their duty to difobey. Dumourier io(t no time

in diCpatching a hneflcnger, to acquaint Colonel Mack
with the arrell of the commiffioners, and to appoint

the time and place for a conference to conclude the

terms of their trea<y. During the night he compofed
a manifefto addrefied to the army, which he digelted

and put in order the foilo-ALi-'.g day.

On the morning of the third, Dumourier went to

the camp, and addrefled the troops, who, he fays, ap-

peared to approve his condu6l. He then proceeded

to St. Amand, in which place was the train of artillery,

who alfo expre(rc:d their fatisfaction. At St. Amand
he thought it prudent to fleep, for the purpofe of mar-
king his confidence in the troops there. The whole
of the third, he fays, paflcd v,'ith as much fuccefs as

he could expert, except that (light murmurs were
heard among fome of the battalions of the volunteers.

Early on the 4th, he left Thouvenot at St. Amand, and
departed himlelf for Conde; but had not approach-

ed that fortrefs within half a league, before he was
met by an officer difpatched by General Neuilly to

inform him, that the garrifon was in the greateft fer*

mentation, and that it would not be fafe for him to en-

ter the place. He fent back the officer with an order
to Neuilly, to fend the eighteenth regiment of cavalry

to efcort him. He had juft before overtaken a co-

lumn of volunteers marching towards Conde, who
however did not then attempt to moleft him. While
they were yet in light it was that General Neuilly 's mef-
fenger arrived; and he had fcarcely delivered his mef-
fage to the officer, when the head of the column quit-

ted the high road, and ran towards hira with fhouts

and menaces, and an univerfal exclamation of " Stop,
ftop." Dumourier, now perceiving himfelf in the molt
imminent danger, mounted a horfe belonging to a do-
meftic of the Duke de Chartres, and efcaped through
a dreadful difcharge of raulketry, which the whole

, column
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column poured upon him and his afiTociates. Find-

ing it ivnpoffible to gain the camp of Maulde, he pro-

ceeded along the Scheld, and^pafled the ferry near the

village of Wikers, on the imperial territory. From
this place, he continued his route on foot to Bury,

where in the evening he met Colonel Mack, and paf-

fed the night in digefting the proclamation of the

Prince of Cobourg, which appeared on the fifth with

that of General Dumourier. It wa*? alfo agreed, at

this conference, that as foon as the general Ihould be

mafter of Condc, he ifiould deliver it to the Aultrians
'

to ferve as a magazine and place of arms, in cafe of

aid being demanded by Dumourier.

The proclamation of Dumourier contained a re-

capitulation of his fervices to the French republic;

a ilatement of tl.e cruel neglett which his army
had experienced in the preceding Avinter, and of

the outrages praclifcd by the Jacobins towards the

generals of the republic, and particularly towards

himfelf; the reafons which induced him to arreit the

commiffioners; and a giowing pifture of the evils to

be apprehended from a continuance of anarchy in

France. It concluded widi an exhortaiion to the

^rench, to reftore the conftitution of 1789, 1790, and

1791; and a declaration on oath that he bore arms

only for the reftoration of that conftitution; and that

as foon as he had efFeCled that purpofe, he would for

ever abandon every public function, and in folitude

confole himfelf with having contributed to the hap-

pinefs of his fellow-citizens. The manifefto of the

Prince of Cobourg, which accompanied the preceding,

reficBed great honour on that general; and it can ne-

ver be fuiiiciently regretted that the terms which it

held forth were ever departed from by the allied

powers. It paffed high encomiums on the difinterefted

and patriotic views of General Dumourier. It an-

nounced that the allied powers were no longer to be

confidered as principals, but merely as auxiliaries in

the
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the war; that thev bad no other objeft than to co operate

with General Dumourier in giving to France her

conftjfutioiial king, and the conjhtution /lie formed for

herfelf. On his word of honour he pledged himfeif,

that he would not come upon the French territory to

make conquefts, but folely for the ends above fpeci-

fied. The prince declared farther, that any Itrong

places which fliould be put into his hands (hould be

confidered as lacred depofits, to be delivered up as

foon as the conftitutional government fliould be efta-

blifhed in France, or as foon as General Dumourier
ihould demand them.

On the 5th of April, at day break, Dumourier pro-

ceeded with an cfcort of fifty imperial dragoons to the
~

advanced guard of his camp at Maulde. He harangued
his troops; but, though there was no open oppofition,

he obferved fbme indications: of that fpirit, and feve-

ral faftious groups alfembled in different parts. His
next defign was to go to St. Amand; but as he was en-

tering the city, he was met by an aid-de camp, who in-

formed him that during the night the corps of artil-

lery, excited by fome emifiaries from Valenciennes,

had rifen upon their general, and were marching to

that fortrefs. The money, however, and the equipage
of the officers, which remained in tlie city without a

^uard, he commanded to be conduced to Rumegies.
The defertion of the corps oF artillery was the fignal

for a general revolt. Genera! Lambrliere, on whom
Dumourier placed fome dependence, immediatelv took
his departure for Valenciennes. Dumourier was himfeif
at Rumigies when he heard of the defeflion of the

troops in camp. Nothing was now left but to provide
for his perfottal fafety. He mounted his horfe, attend-

ed by General and Colonel Thouvenot, the Duke of
Chartres, Colonel Montjoye, and a few others of his fiafF.

He was followed in the courfe of the day by about
feven hundred horfe and eight hundred infantry.

The military cheft which Dumourier had removed
Vol. VII. No. 144. 3 I was
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was recovered 'by a party of French chafTeurs, and
brought to Valenciennes. At Bury, Dumourier
found Colonel Mack, and proceeded with him to

Mons. It was agreed that the Imperialifts fliould im-

mediately lav liege to Conde. I'tie rank o^feldzuig-

meijler (general of artillery) was conferred on Du-
mourier; but the iufpicions of the allies never permit-

ted him to enjoy it in any aftive capacity.

The little I'uccefs aucnding this traniaftion fhould

have taught the combined powers the impoflibility

of conquering France; and the litdc dependence to

be placed on the vain hopes with which they had de-

luded themfelves refpecting the co-operation of the

French people iii eftefting a counter-revolution.

They had ken a whole army, who had been mani-

feftly attached to their general, under whom they had
conquered and bled, refufe to obey that general when
he propofed to them to rake arms againll their country,

though under the fpecious pretext of reftoring a con-

llitution of which it was probable many of them apr

proved. That general too was a man of tranfcen-

dent abilities. He certainly had not been well treat-

ed i)y the m.iniiters and the convendon; and his cafe

had m the commencementimdoubtedly interefted the

army in his behalf. He was fupported in thefe mea-
fures by officers whom the folders could not but love

and rel'pect; and yet the attachment to the caufe of

liberty and their country rofe in their minds fuperior

to every other paiTion.

So.ne timeprevious to this, Adniiral Macbride, with

a fmall fquadron of Englilli Ihips, had been fent againft

Oliend; he attacked the calUe on the 30th of March

1793, and in a few hours took poffellion of the whole
garnfon. The expedition wasconducled with fo much
fecrecy, that at twelve o'clock at noon the French had

not the fnialleft idea of an approaching enemy; but

an Eiiglifii iquadron appearing off, and (landing in

for the harbour, they foon became greatly alarmed.

The^
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They fired from the hatteries at the Englifli vcffels;*

but, feeing them refolute in (landing in, they fpiked

their guns, and retreated with the utmoll precipitation.

The terror of the French was much increafed by the

inhabitants, who told them that each of the cutters had

500 Britifh troops on-board. Before the French left

the town, the inhabitants affembled to cut down the

tree of* liberty ; when the French dragoons of the

rear-guard galloped in amongfl them, and cut down all

before them: a number of perfons were defperately

wounded.—Only one vefTel efcaped out of the har-

bour of Oflend, She was loaded with oil, and was
chafed into Dunkirk by one of the Englifh cutters.

The reft, to a confiderable number, loaded with corn,

provifions, ftores, Szc. were made prizes to the Bririfli

fhips of war; the garrifon, together with the French
magazine of naval and military ftores, ftand of colours,

cannon, baggage, &:c. were taken pofTeffion of by the

Englifh officers, foldiers, and feamen, in the name of

his Britaimic majefty: and the Englifli colours were
immediately hoiftedin the caftle and garrifon over thofe

ofthe French, to the inexpreffible joy ofthe inhabitants.

A congrefs of the reprefentaiives of the combined
powers v/as aft'embled at Antwerp on the 8th of April

1793. At this congrefs were prefent the Prince of
Orange and his two ions, and his excellency Vander
Spiegel; the Duke of York and Lord Auckland on
the partof Great Britain; the Prince of Saxe Cobourg,
Counts Metternick, Staremberg, and Mercy Dargen-
teau; with the Pruffian, Spanifh, and Neapolitan, en-
voys. Dumourier requefted permiffion to attend, but
"was peremptorily refufed that honour.—On the deci-

iion of this affembly the peace of Europe and the fate

of nations depended. The particulars of what paflfed

on this important occafion have never yet fully tran-

fpired. It is, however, well known, that a plan of
a6liye operations againft France was refolved on. The
Prince of Cobourg immediately unfaid all that he had

3 I 2 fet
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fet forth under the pledge of his honour with fo much
folemnity on the 5th; ar,d a fcbeme of conquett was
formally announced in a new proclamation, iffued by
himfelf on the 9th of the fame month. It was obvious
that this rlep could have no other tendency than to de-

ftroy all confidence in the profeffions ot the allied

powers. It induced the French to believe that the

whole of the proclamation of the 5th was a mere de-

lufion, only intended to impofe on their credulity.

The fituation of France was at this period fmau-

larly critical and dangerous. By the deletion of

Dumourier the whole army of the north was diifolved,

and in part difbanded; v,/hile that of the allies lay up-

on the frontier, numerous, well difciplined,and vi6lo-

ricus. On the fide of the Rhine, the Pruffians ad^

vanced in immenfe force, and threatened the fiege of

Mentz, even before the works for its defence were

completed. But, however formidable the attack from
without might appear, it was perhaps lefs to be dread-

ed than thofe alarming internal commotions which
took place at the fame time. To effeQ completely

the fubvertion ofthe republican government in France,

it was a part of the great plan to excite by a bold and
inftantancous effort the royal 1(1 party, who lay con-

cealed in different parts of the country, but chieCy

. in the adjacent provinces of Britanny and Poitou, now
diftinguiflied by the names of La Vendee and La
Loire.

Notvvithftanding the fevere decrees of the conven-

tion, immenfe numbers of the emigrants had lecrcily

reforted thither in the winter of 1792, as the vicinity

of thefe departments to the fea atiorded a fair prof-

peO: of frefh fupplies of men and military ftores, as

well as of the co operation ofthe naval powers. It

appeared like a concerted plan, that this infurreBion

Ihould break out aimoft at the initant of Dumourier's

defcBion; as if by two tremendous explofions the new

republic was at once to be overwhelmed in ruin.

The
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The firft difturbances were confidered by the con-

vention as merely the refult of a repugnance in the

people to the modes which had been adopted for re-

cruiting the army ; bat before the latter end of March,

the infurgents allumed a more formidable appearance

as to numbers, and their proceedings evinced the re-

bellion to be the refult of previous arrangement.

They were diftinguifhed by wliite caps, and by other

counter-revolutionary enfigns, and their watch words

were Vive le roi, and Vivent les Angluis! They pro-

fefifed to a6l by the authority of Monfieur, the regent of

France, and in fcveral rencounters with the national'

guards were viftorious, pardcularly in an a6tion which
took place near Chantanay, which was immediately fuc-

ceeded by the plunder of that city. On the 23d of

March the convention were informed that the infur-

gents had made themfelves matters of the diltriSls of
Cholet, Montaigne, and ClifTon, and that they had de-

feated General Marce, who had been fent to quell

them. The city of Nantes was at the fame time in a
"

Hate of fiege, and the number of royaliits encamped be-

fore that city were ellimated at not lefs than 40,000.
In the beginning of April, General Berruyer was ap-

pointed to command againft the royalifts. Notwith-

ftanding the efforts of the convention, however, be-

fore the end of that month they polfefiled themfelves

of an extent of fifty leagues of country, and had de-

feated the republicans in two pitched battles, in which
they took an immenfe quantity of artillery and mili-"

lary flores, and a number of prifoners.

The commiflioners, in the mean time, who had
been fent to the army, omitted no means of reftoring

order and invigorating the fpirit of the French army.

Theftandard of the republic was no fooner fet up, than

the battalions which had difperfed from the camp of
Maulde reforted to it; and General Dampierre, who
had evinced his patriotifm by his refiftance to the

orders of Dumourier, was provilionally appointed by
the commiffioners to the chief command. In lefs than

a week,
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a week, Dampicrre bad reilored order and difciplinc

to their diforganized troops, and was enabled to lead

thmw to a£lion, if not to viftory. On the igtb of
April the advanced polls of the Frenth army under
that general were attacked in fix different points, but

the aflailants were repuifed with conGderable lofs.

Oeneral Dampierre at the fame time was enabled to

refumc the camp of Fainars. On the i4tb and 15th,

the advanced guard was again aflaiied; on the fbr-

iner of tbofe days, they were compelled by fuperior

numbers to give way, but on the fucceeding day
they were viQorious. The firing continued from
four in the morning till eight in the evening, with as

much violence as at the battle of Neerwinden. On
the 23d, the Aullrians again attacked the French near

Maubeuge, but after a conflict often hours were re-

pulfcd with coniiderable lofs; and on the firfl: of May
General Dampierre attempted to didodge the enemy
from feveral villages of which they Vvcri? in pofTeffion,

but in his turn experienced a repulfe. On this oc-

caiion the Auftrians had 600 killed and 2000 wound-
ed, and the French had 300 killed and 600 wounded.
An a6lion of a more l^erious nature took place on

the 8th of May. At one o'clock in the morning the

four battalions of guards, one battalion of the Hano-
verians, and the Auilrian cavalry, headed by the Duke
of York, began their march from Tournay for Maulde,
which place they reached about eight in the morning.

They took poft in the camp, and the Pruflians im-

mediately marched on to St. Amand and Vicogne.

Dampierre advanced to diflodge themj and at nine

o'clock the aftion commenced, which continued, du-

ring the former part of the day, with great vigour on
both fides. At five, however, the Pruifians began to

be hard prefied by the numbers of the French, and

fent to the Duke of York for affiftance. The Cold-

flream, the third regiment, and the g'renadiers and

light infantry, immediately inarched out, leaving the

. firft
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firft regiment and the Hanoverians in the camp. The
Colddream made an immediate attack upon the French

with the utmolt ardour and fpirit. They repulfed

them, and vv-ere vigoroufly purluing their fuccefs, but

found themfelves unexpectedly expofed to the fire of a

French battery. They coolly received the whole fire

of the French, both grape-fhot.and mufquetry, which

they returned with great effetl;; but, finding it impof-

fible to carry the battery, they retired in perfed or-

der. In this attack one officer (Enfign Howard) was

wounded, two ferjeants were killed, and three wound-
ed; tweijjty-feven rank and file were killed, and forty-

two wounded. The other battalions received orders

to advance, and were pofted in the wood. Tlie French
mean- while kept up a very brifk fire upon the road

by which they advanced, but fortunately only two men
were flightly wounded by it. The Britifh artillery

fired with very great effe.61, and was extremely well

ferved. The troops remained at the polls which they

had taken in the woods till it was dark, and then mash-
ed back to St. Amand. The firft attack on the part

of the French had commenced at kvcn in the morning.

The whole was not over till nine in the evening.

General Dampierre, who commanded the French, was

itruckbya cannon ball, which cut his thigh quite off.

He was borne from the field by his own foldiers,

who^ as well as the Prudians, appeared much concern-

ed at this dreadful accident. He 'died on the nidit of

the 9th leaving the command in the hands of General

Lamarche. In this action the AuRrians lolt in killed

and wounded 500 men, and the Prufiians 300: of the

Englifh troops, v-^ho were engaged, and who fuifered

greatly, no official return was made. The lots of the

French was eltimated at 4000.
From this period on the 23d, liitle of importance

occured. On that day it was determined by the allies

to attempt to diflodge the French from their fortified

camp on the heights of Faraars, which covered and

protetled
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proteQed the town of Valenciennes. At day -break ibes

Britifli and Hanoverians afTembled under thecommand
of the Duke of York, and the Auftrian and German
auxiliaries under the Prince of Cobourgand General
Clairfait. A thick fog prevented for Ibme time the

advance of- the troopsj but the engagement foon be-

came general, and continued through the whole of
that day; the French maintaining their ground with

great refolution and courage. The fuperiority of
the allied armies, and fpirited behaviour of the

Britifli troops, manifefted itfelf in a very early

part of the engagement, whereby the French were
driven from feveral of their redoubts. The ene-

my was attacked by four columns of the Britifli

troops, one of which was commanded by the Duke
of York, vvhofe objeft was to turn the right of the

enemy, which he efte^led in a maflierly manner, with-

out one Britifli ofRcer having fuffered on the occafion.

The lofs of the Britifh troops, though much difl:in-

guiflied on this day, was very trifling indeed, there be-

ing no ofRcer either killed or wounded, and only 16
non-commiflioned officers and privates killed. The
fine Hanoverian regiment, called the garde du corps,

behaved mofl gallantly, and fuffered in proportion,

having three of its officers killed, four wounded, and
from fixty to feventy privates killed. The Duke of
York then advanced within a fmall diitance of the

works; but, obfcrving from the difpofition of the

French that they could not be carried without con-

fiderable lofs, he determined to defer the attack till

day-break on the following day. In the courfeof the

night, however, the French, apprehenfive of the con-

fequences, and probably much weakened by the ac-

tion, abandoned their camp, and withdrew partly into

Valenciennes, while another party retired to Denain,
towards Bouchain and Cambray. No official return

was made of the lols of the allies; but on both fides it

mud have been very confiderable. The fuccefs on
the 23d enabled the allies to lay formal fiege to Valen-

ciennes,
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ciennes. Conde had been invefted from the begin-

ning of April, and the communication entirely cut

off between that place and Valenciennes. To re-

eftablifh that communication was the objeft of Gene-
ral Dampierre on the 8th of May, when he received

the wound of which he died.

While thefe affairs were tranfafting in the north,

but little of importance occurred in other parts. In
the beginning of May, General Cuftine, who com-
manded the army of the Rhine, formed a defign of
cutting off a body of feven or eight thoufand men who
had advanced as far as Reinzabern; but, to fucceed,

it was necefTary to amufe the Pruffians in all parts, and
to dellroy the efFeft of the cavalry and infantry which
they had near Landau. Had he been to retain the

command of this army, he faid he fliould have defer-

red that enierprife till the commencement of June,
and then the army, better exercifed, would have been
in a condition to execute it completely; but refle6l-

ing that he was about to depart and take upon him the

command of the army of the north, he determined to

attempt an a6lion, to prevent the Prulfians from taking

advantage of their excellent pofition. He therefore

fent orders to General Houchard to attack in the rear

Lemberg and Carlberg with the army of the Mofelle;

while Pulli fhould keep in check, and attack, a Pruf-

fian corps who had advanced; and while General
Sulek, with nine battalions and fome cavalry, fhould
advance towards Anweiler, The fame day the garri-

fon of Landau had orders to occupy the banks of the

canal of Anweiler, the vineyards and village of Nuf-
derF, with feveral other pofts, and to give the Fruf-

fians reafon to apprehend that they would be attacked

in the rear, in cafe they fhould attempt any movements.
He alfo caufed a report to be fpread in the Pruffian

army, tbat the cavalry of the army of the Mofelle had
arrived, as well as part of the artillery of Strafburg.

In the mean time General Ferrier, who commanded
Vol. VII. No. 144 3K forty
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forty battalions, was ordered only to (hew bimfelf to

the enemy till he (hould hear that the engagement had

commenced and to attack them in the wood of Rhein-

zabern, and the Auftrians who were in it beyond the

village.

Notwithftanding thefe orders, Cuftineobferves, that

he did not fee bis troops appea.r till eleven o'clock, at

which time General Diretmann had commanded a re-

treat, becaufe the troops were fatigued, and could

neither procure provihons nor drink. The general

himfelf began to march at eight o'clock in the even-^

ing, with twenty-fix battalions and eight regiments, to

the heights near Infheim; but feveral unavoidable de-

lays prevented him from arriving at that place till five

in the morning. The advanced guard, under the

command of General Landremont, kept back the

enemy, and prevented them from quitting the foreft of
Gemerfheim. While General Landremont was thus

engaging the Auftrian army, and preventingthem from
advancing, the main army extended itfelf to the heights

of Rulfheim, and proceeded as far as that village.

Cuftine charged two divifions of dragoons with vi-

gour, who fled afterfuftaining confiderabielofs; among
the number of the dead were three officers. The ge-

neral obferved, that had it not been for the infatuation-

of a battalion, who miltook the French cavalry for

that of the enemy, this day would have been glorious

for the troops of the republic; they anfwered all at-

tempts to rally them, only by difcharges, and it was

with great difficulty they could be prevailed upon to

refume their ranks. The general was informed that

this event was'^occafioned by the commander, who be-

gan the cry of treachery. He was arretted, and after-

wards deltroyed hiu;ifelf. " This day which ought

to bave been lb memorable," added Cuftine, " ter-

minated by the taking one piece of cannon, and a very

great number ofpriibners." The Pruffians were foon

after enabled to form the fiege of Mentz. At this

period^
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period, a degree of treachery feems to have pervaded
every part oF the French territory. On the 2d of" April,

the popular fociety of Toulon denounced the Corlican

general Paoli as a traitor; he was cited to appear at

the bar of the convention, but exculed himfelf; and
the perfons who were fent to arreft him declared that

the fervice was too dangerous to be attempted.

The evils that inevitably follow in the train of a

great revolution, were felt throughout the whole ex-
' tent of the French territories; but in no quarter more

feverely than in their Wcfl-India iflands. At the bei

ginning of the year 1793, the ifland of Martinico was

, in a ftate of infurreftion. The majority of the white

inhabitants were determined royaliils, while the ne-

groes and people of colour were furious republicans.

. To the ifland of St. Domingo two commiflioners were
difpatched, while the Gironde party was in power, for

the purpofe of reiloring peace and tranquillity. But
thefe commiflioners, Folverel and Santhonax, rather

appeared in the charader of apoitles of difcord, than

of peace. They united with the ihe people of colour,
and a fliocking feries of affafli nations, pillage, and im-

prifonments, enfued, which compelled the majority of
the white colonifts to feek flicker in America, or in

the Englifli Wefl:-India iflands. It is peculiarly pain-

ful to be obliged to add, that numbers of thefe wretch-

ed exiles, in flying from the tyranny of their own
countrymen, were intercepted and plundered by Bri-

tifli privateers.

The ifland of Tobago was taken by a Britifii fqua-

dron under the command of Vice-admiral Sir John
Laforey, on the morning of the 15th of April.

Tobago is one of the Caribbee iflands in the Ame-
rican ocean, fituate twenty miles north-eaft of the

ifland of Trinity, and one hundred and twenty fouth

of Barbadoes; from which place the expedition failed.

The troops were under the command of Major-general

Cuyler. A detachment ot royal artillery, nine com-

3 K 2 panics
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panics of the fourth baitalion of the 6oth regiment,

and tv;o flank companies of the gth regiment, (under

the command of Major Bailiie,) compoled the whole

of the force. " The Trufty, Nautilus, and Hind,
.

fchooners, being infufhcient for the reception of the

troops," fays General Cuyler in his difpatches, " I ac-

cepted the offer of Captain Spencer, of the merchant-

fhip Hero, to convey part of the 6oih regiment. On
the 1 2th of April we failed: on the 14th, at one in the

afternoon, we arrived in Great Courland bay. The
neceffary orders having been given for the difembar-

kation and difpofition of the troops on landing, the

whole was on-fhore by three, together with twenty-five

marines from the Trufly, commanded by Major Bright,

We immediately advanced within fight of the ene-

my's fort, whence I fent a fummons to M. Monteil,

lieutenant-colonel of the 25th regiment, and comman-
dant of the ifland, to furrender. He refufed."

The fiiuation of the enemy's works, which they had

lately been ftrengthening to the utmofi of their

power, was much Itronger than had been expe8:ed

and our numbers were unequal to the operations of a

fiege. Seeing there was no time to be loft, the difpo-

fition of attack was ordered by the general to take

place in the night. The two light companies of the

9th and 6oih regiments, under the command of Ma-
jor Gordon, (who gallantly requefled permiffion to

leave the command of his own regiment to lead the

light infantry,] were to be fupported by the two
grenadier companies under the command of Major

JBaillie, and the fourth battalion of the 6th regiment

under the command of Captain de Vifme; the referve

.

of the marines under Major Bright; the artillery to

remain with their guns.

It was now about three o'clock in the morning;

and, as the only chance of fuccefs was ftornung the

works in the dark, Major Gordon began the attack.

The fort began a very warm fire of grape- fliot, but no-
'

thing
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thing could withdand the bravery and coohiefs of the

Britifli troops; they never attempted to fire a fhot,

but carried every thing with their bayonets. They
got into the ditch of the fort, where they found the

rannpart high and perpendicular, whereas it had been
reprefented to General Cuyler, that they could run up
the ramparts of the fort. The men were very much
fatigued, and the enemy were keeping up a tremen-

dous fire of grape- fhot. After a halt of a few minutes
Major Gordon called, " God fave the king, follow

me;" which was anlwered by the men with three

cheers, and up he went, and a corporal followed,

and they pulled up the colours, and about a dozen
men by their firelocks. See the Plate. The firft four
were wounded and fell down again, but there were
foon about twenty men more up, lying on the flope

of the parapet alorig-fide of him, dole to the guns
(eighteen pounders) which were firing over them.
As foon as they found a fufficient number of men up,
they charged into the battery, drove every man from
the guns, and formed till they were joined by all the

reft of the men, and then for the firlt time began to fire

upon the French, who were drawn up in front of their

barracks, andfiring from all quarters of the inner fquare.

As foon as Major Gordon found all his men up, he
ordered the firing to ceafe, and to charge. In a few
minutes M. Monteil, the governor of the ifland, called

for quarter, and delivered up his fuord. To the ho-
nour of the Britifli foldiers be it told, that, after their

commanding officer called out that the governor had
furrendered, there was not a perfon wounded. They
were occupied until daylight fecuring prifoners, who
were more than double the number of the affailanis.

Encouraged by the difputes which exifted between
the royalifts and republicans in Maninico, Admiral
Gardner attempted a defcent upon that ifland alfo, and
landed there with about 3000 men. The attempt,
iiowever, proved fatal only to the royaliftsj^s he found,

on
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on his arrival, the republican party tooftrong, and v;as

obliged to reimbark his troops, even before he could

convey away from certain deftruftion the whole of the

devoted party, who had probably invited him to under-

take the expedition. But it was taken next year.

In Europe the allied powers were chiefiy employed,

during the remainder of the campaign in the blockade

of Conde, Valenciennes, and Mentz. The town of

Conde was invefted (as has been already ftaiedj early

in April, by a large body of the allied forces, and
the works were completed by the 27th. The town
was, however; not provided with a fufficient quantity

of provifions to rafcain a long liege: the governor

(General Chancel) therefore, about this period, or-

dered the women and children to quit the place; but

the Prince of Wirtemberg compelled them again to

lake refuge in the fortrefo. A few days after, the

governor fent them out a fccond tim.e, but the Auf-

trians, mih a brutal barbarity that would difgrace the

favage tribes, killed many of thefe defencelefs crea-

tures even in the very ad of fupplicating for mercy,

and the governor, from motivesof humanity, wasoblig-

ed to receive the reft. From this period, the garrifon

appear to have exifted in a ftate of extreme diftrefs

till the ift of June, their chief fubfiitence being horfe-

flefii. At that time ihey attempted to edablifli a re-

doubt upon the road from Conde to Lacoque, in or-

der to diflodge the Auftrians from the latter place.

After an obllinate reliftance, they were however forced

back into the town, and the work was demolifhed.

From this to the firit of July, nothing of importance

occurred. On that day a negociajiion was opened

for a capitulation; but the governor conceived it

neceffary to difpatch a mtffcnger to the conven-

tion, and another to General Cuftine, who at this

time had afi'umed the comm^and of the northern

army; and, the terms not proving acceptable, the

neaociation was broken off. On the 10th of July,

the
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the garrifon, after enduring all the rigours of famine,

were obliged to furrender as prifonersof war. They
had originally amounted to 400omen, but at the time-

of the capture were reduced (o 1500 fit for fervice.

The viEory of Fainars enabled the allied forces to

inveft clofely the town of Valenciennes. On a fum-

mons being fent to General Ferrand, the governor,

he retured a polite but fpirited anfwer; and from the

firft commencement of the' works, the befiegers ex-

perienced a heavy fire from the garrifon. On the ili

of June General Cuftinearrived to take the command
of the armies of the North and the Ardennes, then en-

camped atBpp.chain; but he found himfelf unable to

render any effeftual relief to Valenciennes. Above
14,000 men of the befieging army were employed,

for the greater part of the hege, in ere£ling works and

repairing the batteries. From the firft to the fifth

of June, a very brifk fire was kept up from the

fortrefs; and on the latter of tbefe days, the French

attacked the advanced poflis of the allies, but were

repulfed. In the courfe of the fiege, a materal dif-

ference of opinion exifted between the Englifh engi-

neer. Colonel Moncrief, and M. Ferraris, the chief

engineer of the emperor. The Britifh officer was for

planting batteries immediately under the walls of the

city, inltead of approaching it by regular parallelfi

M. Ferraris however contended that the work of the

great Vauban was not to be treated with fo little ref-

pe6l; and his opinion was adopted by the council of

war. On the morning of the 14th of June, the tren-

ches were opened. The Britifii commander then

fummoned the garrifon; but receiving an unfatisfac-

jtory anfwer, the artillery began to play upon the town
with great vigour, and in the courfe of the night, above

500 red-hot balls were poured in among the inhabi-

tants. Towards the beginning of July the befiegers

were able to bring 200 pieces of heavy artillery to

play without IntermifEon on the town, and the greater

part
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part of it was reduced to afhes. The fmallnefs of
the garrifon, compared with the extent of the fortifi-

cations to be defended, prevented General Ferrand

from attempting frequent forties. In one which the

garrifon made on the 5th of July, however, they were

very fuccefsful, and killed feveral of the enemy, and
fpiked fome cannon. The moft fingular circumitance

in the hiftory of this fiege is, that a condderable part of

the war was carried on underground; mines and coun-

termines innumerable having been formed both by the

befiegers and befieged. The prmcipal of thefe on
the fide of the former were one under the glacis, and
one under the hornwork of the fortrefs; thefe mines

were completed and charged on the 25th of July, and

in the night between nine and ten o'clock were fprung

with thegreateit fuccefs. The Englifh and Auilrians

immediately feized the opportunity to throw themfelves

into the covered way, of which they made themfelves

mafters. The die was now caft, and on the 26th the

Duke of York again fummoned the place, which fur-

rendered on capitulation the following day. The
Duke of York took poHeffion of it in behalf of the

Emperor of Germany.
During the vvhole of the fiege, General Cuftine was

not able to make any attempt of moment for the relief

(Sf the place, and a few fliirmifhes only took place be-

tween the out-polls. In the duchy of Luxemburg
an aftion of a more ferious nature occurred on the

gth of June. The French, under General Laage, at-

tacked the Auftrians under General Schroeder, near

Arlons, and obliged them to retreat with great lofs to

Luxemburg. The etninence on which the Auftrians

were encamped was guarded by thirty pieces of can-

non, arranged on batteries in the form of fleps, and de-

fended by eight thoufand men. Thefe the French

fucceflively attacked and carried with incredible in-?

trepidity.

The king of Pruflia had been from the beginning

of
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of April engaged in preparations for the fiege of

Mentz, and indeed froai that time the place might be

con{idcred as in a Hate oF blockade, and the numerous

garrifon fublifted chiefly on horfe-flefh. Ti)e king

was, however, too much engaged with his new acqui-

fitions in Poland to form any ferious attack till the

beginning of May. On the fourth of that month
the kifig arrived, j all at the commmencement of an at-

tack on the village or Ck)(Uheim, from which, however,

they were not able to diflodge the French. From this

period 'to the beginning of June, frequent and bloody

fkirmifhestook place between the garrifon and the be-

fieging army, without any thing decifive. On the

4th of June the French made a moft defperate fortie

upon the village of Marienborn, which they carried,

and fpiked fome cannon; and on the ninth they jit-

tempted a general ibrtie on all (ides, but were every

where repulfed. The combined arrny opened the

trenches before Mentzon the 19th and 20th of June.
On the morning of the 24th the garrifon made a fortie,

and fpiked four pieces ol cannon. On the fame day

a large number of women and children were difmiffed

from the garrifon; but the Pruffians upon this occa-

fion proved, if pofiTible, more unfeeling than the Auf-
.trians at the fiege of Coiide. They hied upon, and
aflually deltroyed, the greater partof thefe helpiefsand

wretched creatures: many oF the women, From wit-

neffing the horrid fcences which FurVounded them on
this dreadful day, were Feized with defpair, and threw

themfelves with their children into the Main. On the

^5th another fortie was attempted by ihe garrifon, but

they were repulfed. On the yth of July, the Itrong

works of the French at Coftiheim were carried by the

allies, by which they loft eight hundred men, and fe-

ven pieces of cannon. This fuccefs was followed on
the 15th by the blowing up oFthe laboratory in Mentz,
and the deftru6lion oF a magazine of hav and ftraw,

by the fire of the befiegers. Caffel, which covered
Vol. VII. No. 145. 3L • Mentz
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Mentz on the oppofite fide of the Rhine, was fel

onfireon the 17th, and feveral ammunition waggons
were b!ow-n up. On the 18th the French army
of the Rhine made a grand attempt for the relief of
Mentz; they" made a vigorous effort to force their

way through, not far from Landau, and made their

attack in three places at once; they v/ere, however,

repulfed in every part by General Wurmfer.—This
laft effort, therefore, proving unfuccefsful, the garri-

fon capitulated on the 226.; the principal condition

of which was, that they fhould not ferve for the (pace

of one year againd the allies. On the 8ih of Auguft
the French were driven from the ilrong pofition which
they had taken behind the Scheld, and which was
known by the name of Caefar's camp : as the French
did not make much refiilance on this occafion, the

lofs on both hdes was not conliderable.

On the 18th of June, 1793, a gallant a6lion took

place off" Portland, between Captain Sir Edward Pel-

lew, in La Nymphe frigate, and Captain Jean Mullon,

in the French fhip Cleopatra. The commencement
of the action was the moft noble and awful that the

naval hiftory of the world ever recorded; that even

of Paul Jones and the Serapis not excepted. The
French captain ordered his Ihip to be manned, and, com-
ing forward on the gangway, in the mofl firm and col-

lected manner, pulled off his hat, and called out,

" Vive la nation T which was re-echoed by the whole

of the French fhip's company, who gave three cheers.

Captain Pellew, in likemanner, ordered his men from

quarters to the fhrouds, and gave three noble huzzas.

to " Long live King George the Third!" and, put-

ting on his hat, he gave the fignal for clofe aBion,

one of the mofl defperate ever fought. The greateft

part of the time the two fhips were yard-arm and yard-

arm, and fo clofe that any perfon might have been

killed by piltol-ffiot. In this manner the action Wtss

fupportedj with undiminiflied valour on both fides, for

ticar
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near an hour; when the mizen-maft and the tiller of

the Cleopatra's rudder being fhot away, fhe fell foul of

La Nymphe, and became entangled in her (hrouds: at

this inftant orders were given to board her, which was

done with fuch courage and intrepidity, that theBritifh

failors attacked the Frenchmen at their quarters, drove

them with great {laughter from their guns, and flruck

the French colours themfelves, a circumflance fcarcely*

to be heard of in the naval annals of any country. The
Nymphe carried 36 guns and 250 men; the Cleopatra

4-0 guns and 320 men. The French captain was kil-

led early in the aftion, and the fecond captain died of

his wounds.

His majefty, in proof of his high approbation of

the condutl of Capt. Pellew, conferred upon him the

honour of knighthood, and fettled a liberal annuity

on Lady Pellew during her life. Captain Ifrael Pel-

lew, who was with his brother, and rendered infinite

fervice in the aftion, v;as promoted to the rank of

poft-captain; and Mr. Amheril Morris, firfl; lieute-

nant of La Nymphe, to the rank of mailer and com-
mander. ^'

After the reduction of Valenciennes, a grand council

of war was held, in which a project of the Britilh mi-

niftry for the feparation of the army, and for an at-

tack on French Flanders, was fubmitted to the allies.

Two other plans were fubmitted to the council by
thefe officers. The firft was to penetrate to Paris by the

affiftance of the rivers which fall into the Seine, on
which the heavy (tores and. artillery might be iranf-

ported. The other, which was that of Prince Co-
bourg and General Clairfait, was to take immediate

advantage of the alarm which the fuirender of Valen-

ciennes had occaiioned, and the diforder of the French

armies from the denunciation of the generals, and with

forty or fifty thoufand light troops penetrate to Paris,

while a debarkation mieht be made on the fide oF
Britanny, to affift the royalifts in that quarter. It is

3 L 2 evident
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evident that none of thefe plans was confident mlh
true policy. Whatever number of troops had been

deiached to Paris would have been furrounded and
cut off; and as to aififting the royalifts in Britanny,it

is certain that the aid of foreign troops would not

haveadded to the popularity of their caufe; befides,

that fuch a circumftance mull have rendered their ar-

my ftaiionary, and confequently expoled to the dan-

ger^'of a coniplete defeat; whereas, it was by occa-

fionally difperhng and affcmbling during the night at

a moment's notice, and by taking advantage of the

woods and covers, that they were enabled, for a length

of time, to harrafs the republicans. That theproje6k

of attacking Wed Flanders was illconceived, the event

fufficiently proved. A wife llatefnran perhaps would
have rejeded ail thefe plans, and have embraced the

opportunity which the dilhelTes of the French now
afforded, to eliabliOi an advantageous peace. But,

in confequence of the preponderating influence of the

Britifti miniPtry in the council of war, the plan of at-

tacking Wed Flanders was adopted.

This fcheme being fisially agreed on, the Britifh,

Hanoverians, and the Dutch, with fome Heffians and

Audrians, leparated from the main army, and com-
menced their march to Dunknk on the 1 2ih of Auguft

1793. To enfure fuccels to the grand objefcf of ihe

expedition, the Duke of York,who commanded this ar-

my, fent over anexeB. lid ofthe ordnance, ammunition,

andfiores,requiiite for the fiege ofDunkirk; and which

he particularly direfied to be ready by the time at which

his royal highnefs intended to be with his army be-

fore that town; and without which h was impolfible

for him to at'LCinpt the liege with any profpeft of fuc-

fefs. The mader of the ordnance (the Duke of Rich-

raoiid) was ftartlcd at the magnitude of the order:

he indantly fent for the principal dore-keeper and

other officers of the warren, to knew if they had the

quantity required, and could embark it in ihe time

mentionecL
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mentioned. They undertook the order, and aQually

on the next day, by uncommon exertions, tlie whole

demand of ordnance, ammunition, and Itores, was on
the water edge ready for embarliation. But his grace,

flill doubting of the fafety ot thus difarming the coun-

try, wnichhc affc6ted to reprcftnt as in a ftate of immi-

nent danger, remondrated to his royal highnefs upon
the inexpediency of fupplying his demand at that time.

Three weeks were confumed in thecorrefpondence be-

tM'eenthe commander in chief of the Britifli forces, xvhQ

had ordered what ordnance and ammunition he found

necelTary, and the mafter-general of the ordnance,

•who chofe to demur to the command. In the mean
time the ammuniiion and ftores were again depofited

in tli^-ftore-houfes, led they (hould be damaged by
lying thus expofed on the open ihore. His royal high-

nefs, to avoid warning the enemy of his intentions,

filled up ihe time of this extraordinary negociation

with thearm.y of the Prince of Cobourg. But in vain;

for the enemy, during this very period, either know-
ing or fufpeQincr the views of the Britilh cabinet, in-

crealed the garrifon of Dunkirk by an augmentation

of twelve thoufand troops. On the 16th of Auguft
the Duke of York encamped at Turcoin, where a

council of war was held on the fucceeding day; on
the 18th the Britifli marched to a camp which had
been marked out near Menin, and found the Dutch,

under the hereditary prince of Orange, engaged in an
attack on the French outpofts, in which his highnefs was
repulfed. On this occafion three battalions of the

Britifli guards, conrillingof 1122 men, were ordered

under General Lake to march to the fuccour of fome
Dutch troops at Lincelles. Upon their arrival they

found a redoubt of uncom.mon fize and (Irength, oc-

cupied by five thoufand French, who iiad difloclged

and routed the Dutch from that port. " General

Lake," fays the Gazette, " embraced a refolution

worthy of the troops h^ commanded. He advanced
under
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under a heavy fire, with an order and intrepidity

for which no praife can be too high. After firing three

or four rounds, they rufhed on with their bayonets,

ftormed the redoubts, and drove the enemy through

the village, who loft eleven pieces of cannon, two of

"which had been taken from the Dutch, and have not

fince appeared in that quarter." In this aftion Co-
lonel Bofville was killed, and fome hundreds of the

Britifh troops killed and wounded; and, after all, the

works of Lincelles were immediately deftroyed, and

the poll left unoccupied.

The Duke of York, having at lafl received intel-

ligence that the ammunition and ordnance he had de-

manded were fhipped, began his march towards Dun-
kirk on the 2Cth of Auguft. On the 23d he fum-

moned the governor to furrcnder the town to his Bri-

tannic majelty; to which fummons he received next

day the following laconic anfwer:—" Invefted with

the confidenceof the French republic, I have received

your fummons to furrender an important city. I an-

fwer by affuring you, that I fliall defend it with the

brave republicans I have the honour to command."
Befides the heavy aniliery for the fiege, which had

not as yet anived, a grand flotilla was promifed by

the Britifli cabinet to co-operate in the fiege: the molt

folemn alfurances were given to the Duke of York,

that unlefs delayed by contrary winds this flotilla

ftiould certainly be in the bay of Dunkirk on the

24th. The wind, however, had been favourable for

fome time, yet the reinforcement did not fail from

Woolwich till the 26th, on which day Admiral Mac-
bride, who was to command that expedition, received

his final orders. The public was in the mean time

amufed with details of the bravery and intrepidity of

the Britifh troops in fkirmifhing and in repelling the

forties of the enemy; who, it was now found, were,

fixteen thoufand flrong. In one of thefe attacks, the

ardour of the troops carried them further in the pur-

fuit
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fuit than was intended, and brought them under thp

cannon of the place, by which a confidcrable lofs

was fuftained: the Auftrian general Dalton and Co-

lonel Eld of the Coldftream regiment of guards were

among the killed. On the 27th, f'ome heavy (tores

and artillery were landed off Nieuport, and three days

after Major Hudlefton arrived at Ollend, with a further

fupply of art'liery, ammunition, and {lores, for the re-

duction of Dunkirk. The French gun-boats greatly

annoyed the Britifh troops during the whole time they

were within their reach. Admiral Macbride was

therefore difpatched to London to enforce the necef-

iity of fending immediately a naval force of gun-boats

bomb-veffeis, and othor light craft, as well as more forces

to co,operate with the befieging army.

Independent of the general reliance which the Duke
of York had in the intrepidity of hi.> troops, he had alfo

an expectation of being admitted into the town by a

golden key. He had kept up a lecret correfpondence

with the former governor. General O'Moran, nor did

he, till his arrival, know, that the plan had been dif-

covered, and that O'Moran was removed from his poft,

and convicted of the treachery, for which he was af-

terwards executed. Although General O'Meara, who
had at firft fucceeded his countryman O'Moran in the

command of the garrifon, anfwered the iummons of

J.he Duke of York, yet the befieged bad at that time

actually removed O'Meara from-the chief command, •

not choofing to repofe fo important a trult in a fo-

reigner, and a countryman of the perfon who had fo re-

cently engaged to betray them.

On the 25th, the fiege might be faid regularly to

commence, but from that time to the 6th of Septem-

ber, nothing of material importance occurred. On
the 6th, however, the Covering army of General

Freytag was furprifed and totally routed, before the

Duke of York was even acquainted with the approach

of the enemy. The firft intelligence he received of

this
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this difaftrous event was by a note written with a pen-

cil. At thefame moraent a fortie from the garrifon was
announced, and a moft precipitate retreat was the con-

fequence. The lofs of Britifh troops in the confufion

of facb a furprife was fortunately not very great; but
his royal highnefs narrowly efcaped being furrounded
and made prifoner. All the animunition and itores

were either left to the enemy or tbrov.'u into the canal.

The line train of artillery, which had moved fo reluc-

tantly froiTi Woolwich Warren, was only landed to

be loft. Sixty-four of the heavy cannon were thrown
into the canal, kvcn were buried in the earth,

and forty. three left in the field. In the retreat of
the Hanoverians, his royal highnefs Prince Adolphus
and General Freytag were both wounded and taken

prifoners, but were afterwards refcued. Above three

thoufand five hundred Hanoverians were killedjbe fides

very fevere loffes in every other corps of which the

covering army was compofed. It is now well under-

flood, that if General Houchard, who commanded the

French army on this occahon, had done his duty, he

inight have effeftually cut off the retreat of the Duke
of York, and captured almoft the whole of the allied

army. For this grofs negle6l the French general was

aPterwards denounced, and fuffered by the fentence

of the revolutionary tribunal.

The army of the allies, which remained under

Prince Cobourg and General Clairfait, was not in the

main more fuccefsful. On the 8th of Anguft a de^

tachnient of this army attempted to form the fiege of

Cambray } but after remaining for fomedays before the

town, the Auftrian generakwasobliged to raife the liege,

Bouchain was alfo inverted, hut was afterwards relieved.

Quefnoy was the only quarter in which the allies were

at this period fuccefsful. That place furrendercd on

the itth of September, to General Clairfait.; a con-

fiderable detachment, which had been fent to its relief,

having been previoufly repulfed by Prince Cobourg,
On
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On the fide of the Rhine a number of petty ac-

tions took place, in which the French were generally

fuccefsfuli, but which were productive of no event

of importance. On the 22d of Auguit, General Lan-

dremont alfumed the command at WeiHembourgh,
and continued ikinnifhing till the conclufion of the

month. On the 7th of September he attacked the

army of the allies in feveral points, and drove them
back with great lofs; at the poft of Lauterbourg only^

he afferts that the allies lolt one thoufand five hun-

dred men. This fuccefs was followed on the 1 2th by
a general attack, in which the French are faid to have
killed two thoufand Auftrians and emigrants, difmount-

ed a battery, and fpiked feveral pieces of cannon.

The French army of the north, after raifing the

fiege of Dunkirk, took a flrong pofition in the neigh-

bourhood of Maubeuge, where they were immedi-
ately blocked by the whole united force of the allies,

colleQed under the Prince of Cobourg. Upon the

15th and i6ih of Oftober, however, the prince was
attacked by the troops of the republic, under general

Jourdan (who fucceeded Houchardj with fuch vigour

and effect, that he was compelled, after an immenfe
lofs, to abandon his pofition, and repals the Sambre.
Elated with this fuccefs, the French immediately

made inroads intp Maritime Flanders. They attack-

ed the allied forces in feveral places at once; they

took pofl'effion of Werwick, and obliged General
Erback to abandon Menin, and retreat to Courtray.

On the 22d they advanced and took Furnes; they

then proceeded to Nieuport, which they befieged and
greatly damaged; but the place was faved by having
recourfe to inundation. It was fome time before the

allied forces were able to ftop the progrefs of the

French, and their generals even trembled for the fate

of Oftend. A confiderable armament from England,
however, being at that time preparing for the Welt
Indies, under Sir Charles Grey, their deftination was
altered; and by arriving at the fortunate moment at

Vol. VII. No. 145. 3 M Oftend,
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Ollend, tbey protradled for a fhort time the crifTSf

when the low countries were to become once more
fubje6l to the dominion of France.

The forces of the republic were ftill more eminently

fuccefsful in repelling the attempts of the royalifts, in

the department of La Vendee. General Biron re-

pulfed the army of the icfurgents from Lucon, or*

the 28th of June, and nearly about the fame time

the city of Nantz was relieved from their incurfions

by General BeyfTer. Chatillon was refcued from
them on the 3d of July by General Wellermann; but

on the following day he was furprifed by the royalifts,

and compelled to retreat to Parthenay. On Weiler-

mann's defeat, he was fummoned to Paris to anfwer

for his conduB, but was honourably acquitted. The
chief command after this circumftance devolved on
General Beyfler, who in feveral Ikirmiflies put the

ro}alifts to flight. In the beginning of Auguft they

were again defeated by General RolTignol. On the

10th of that month, however, while the citizens were

celebrating the civic feaft, General Cbarette, the com-
mander in chief of the infurgents, vigoroufly affaiied

the city of Nantz, but was repulied with lofs.

In the mean time, blood and devaflation marked
the progrefs of the royalift foldiers. Their religious

ceremonies and their military difcipline were a flrange

compound of fuperflition and cruelty: they are even

accufed of having mingled the facramental wine with

the blood of their adverfaries, and adminifl;ered it to

the people. One of their ftandards, which was pre-

fented to the national convention, was white on one

fide, and red on the other; on the red fide was em-
broidered the figure ofa bifhop, in his pontificals; and

on the white, the virgin Mary, with the infant Jefus

in her arms. They gained a confiderable advantage

over the republicans at Parthenay, in the latter end

of Auguft. On the 7th of September, however, Ge-

neral Roflignol achieved a fignal viftory over the in-

furgents
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furgents at Pont-de-cc; and in conjuiiftion with San-

terre routed them again at Doiiay, Thouars, and £r-

vaux^ on the fucceeding days. In the fatter end of

September the garrifon of Mentz was ordered to

march into La Vendee, and on the 6th of OBober
the advanced guard vanquiflied an army of twenty-

five thoufand royalifts. It would be tedious to enter

into a more minute detail of this war; it isfufficientto

flate, that the unfortunate infiirgents made a mofl vi-

gorous refiftance to every effort of the convention

till the middle of 06:ober, 1793, when they were

completely routed. After being driven from La
Vendee, they divided into three bodies. The firfl

threw themfelvesinto theiflandof Noirmoutier, where

they remained fome time in a Hate of blockade, but

were at lenoth fubdued. The fecond feems to have

difperfed; and the third took the route of Anjou,

Maine, and Britany, where they carried on for a while

a defultory warfare, but v^ere at length gradually dif-

perfed. .

The difaffe6lion of fome of the other French pro-

vinces to the new government, which immediately fol-

lov/ed what is called the revolution of the 31ft of

May, was produQive of (till more ferious confequences

to France, and which tended to revive in the allied

powers the hope of ultimate fuccefs. The depart-

ment of Calvados was the firfl; in,arms, and a formi-

dable force was colleded about the latter end of June
in the neighbourhood of Caen, under the command
of General Felix Wimpfen, the hero of Thionville,

and under the fuppofed dircBion of the fugitive depu*

ties, .Petion, Buzot, and Barbaroux. In the begin-

ning of July this body of troops, which was called

the departmental army, had advanced as far as Evreux:

but the people were evidently not hearty in the caufe;

for, on the approach of the republican army under

General Seppar, after a flight fkirmifh with the ad-

vanced guardj they retired again into Calvados; and

3 M 2 before
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before the end of the month completely difperfedj

and the department returned to its allegiance. Peti-

on, Buzot, Barbaroux, Salles, Volladi, Wimpren,&c.
fled; but the majority of them were foon after taken,

and delivered up to the revolutionary tribunal.

The formidable union which took place under the

name federate republicanifm^ between the cities of
Marfeilles, Lyons, and Toulon, ftill however conti-

nued,.and feemed to threaten almott the diflblution of

the exifting authorities. A confiderable force was

difpatched againft them under General Cartaux in the

latter end of July; and in the beginning of Auguft
the Marfeillois were driven from the department of

Vauclufe, which they had previoufly occupied. On
the 24th, the republicans attacked and took the town

of Aix; and immediately upon this fuccefs the Mar-
feillois opened their gates and fubmitted.

But the people of Toulon and the French admiral

Trugofi entered into a negociation with the Englifh

admiral, Lord Hood, who was then cruizing in the

Mediterranean, and he took pofleffion of the town and

the (hipping in the name of Louis XVIL and under

the exprels and pofitive ftipulation that he was to af-

fift in reiloringthe con/iitution 0/ ly^g.
Toulon is open to the fouth, and flieltered to the

north by very high mountains, whiqh render its port

one of the largeft and fafeft in the world. The city

is pretty large: is about ten leagues eaft from Mar-
feilles, twenty-four fouth-wefl from Nice, and one

hundred and twenty-five fouth from Paris. It is a

Itrong city, adorned with feveral churches, monafte-

ries, and other public edifices. Henry IV. fortified

it with ftrpng walls, and built two large moles, each of

^yhich is 700 paces long, inclofing almoft the whole

port; near them is alfo an arfenal, furnifhed with all

forts of naval {lores, whence the largelt fhips of the

French navy are ufually fitted out ; and, for their

Security, the fortifications were greatly increafed by

Louis
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Louis XIV. On two fides of the city, viz. the nonh-
ead and fouth-weil, lie very iteep and inaccelfible

hillsj that on the north-eaft, called St. Ann's, per feftly

commands the town, and finks with a declivity on
that fide J but, on the country-fide, it is a perpendicu-

lar rock.

The city is on the fea-fide, extremely well defended

by batteries flanking all the avenues. In the moutK
of the harbourlies a {lockade or boom, between which,

and a narrow neck of land, there is a good deep chan-

nel, fecured by a large tower, called fort Pharon,

whereot) are mounted 30 guns, 24-pounders. This

tower, or foft, is to the welt of Toulon, upon a fteep

bill, and of very difficult accefs. It commands the forts

pf St. Catherine and I'Artigues, as well as the towns of

La Valctte and Toulon, and even Fort La Malgue.
The port of Toulon is one of the fined in Europe.

You enter fird into a large and very fafe road, de-

fended by feveral batteries and forts. At one of the

<ixtremiiies of this road lies the port, the entrance of

>vhich is fo riarrow, that only one fhip at a time can

enter it, and is well defended by feveral batteries

well mounted with canqon. It was in Augud that

Vice-admiral Lord Hood, with a Britifh fleet, in-

yeded this important place; on the 25th of which

fnoiiih, the whole garrifon unanimoufly agreed to

furrender, in trud, to his lor^lhip, as the reprefen-

tative of the King of Gre^t Britain, until the dilputes

wiih France fliould be finally adjuded, when the fame
fliouid be redored to Louis XVII. In confequence
whereof, the French fleet at anchor in this port, con-

fiding of 17 Ihips of war, were immediately ordered

into the inner harbour, their crews difcharged, the

Ihips difmantled and ladled together, that in cafe of an
infurreBion among the inhabitants, or of being over-

powered by the land forces, the whole might be fet on
fire, and dedroyed, which we dial! find was afterwards

obliged to be done.

In the mean time, General Kellermann, who com-
manded
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manded the army of the Alps, was difpatched againft

Lyons. It coniained an immenfe and mixed nrulti-

tude of the difcontented citizens of every ciafsj
^

fome royalifts, fome of the firft emigrants, and a

Confiderable number of the Gironde party. The
city, remained in a ftate of blockade from the 8th of
Auguft; but the firll attack was refiRed with great bra-

very. On the twenty-fecond and twenty -third, the

Lyonefe are computed to have loft not lefs than two
thoufand men, and a great part of the city was reduced
to a heap of ruins. In the month of September, as it

appeared Kellermann had not been fufficiently aQive,

General Doppet, a young officer, who had juft ex-

changed the profeffion of a phyficianfor that of a fol-

dier, was appointed to the command; and en the 8th

of October the city of Lyons furrendered to that

general. The chiefs of the royalifts had fled, but

leveral of them were afterwards taken and executed.

By a fubfequent decree of the convention, the wall

and public buildings of Lyons were ordered to be

deflroyed, and die name of the city itfelf to be changed

to that of Pllle AJfranchie.

Among the victims of popular refentment which
fell about this period was the celebrated General Cuf-

tine, whofe former fervices to the republic fliould have

fecured him a more honourable deftiny. He was cal-

led to Paris from the command of die northern army
in the beginning of July, and on the 18th arrived in

that capital, from which he was never to return. On
the 22cl he was committed by a decree of the conven-

tion to the Abbey prilbn; and in the beginning of

Auguft was brought before the revolutionary tribunal.

The charges againft him were—" That he had main-

tained a fecret correfpondence with the enemy—That

he had left the garrifon of Mentz unprovided with necef-

faries; in confequence of which many brave defenders

of their country periflied, and the whole fuffered the

extreme of famine and mifery, and were at laft com-
pelled



WARS OF ENGLAND. 463

pelled to capitulate—That there exilled a letter figneci

Cuftine, in which he engaged D'Ogfe commandant of

Mentz to deliver up theplace to the PrufTians—That he

bad infuUed the national reprefentation hy difobeying

its orders, and by afierting publicly in a lettier to the

minifter, ' that fuch decrees as he did not approve

only ferved him for papillottes (curl papers)—That
finally he had not exerted himfelf properly to prevent

Valenciennes from falling into the hands ofthe enemy."

How far thefe charges were well founded, it is impof-

fible to determine. The unfortunate general, in the

crifis of his adverfity, lamented that he appeared for-

faken by every friend ; and the populace of Paris, ac-

cuftomed to fights of horror, beheld the execution of

their former defender with calm indifference, or with

brutal exultation.

The trial and condemnation of the queen immedi-

ately fucceeded that of Cudine. She had been re-

mov-ed on the night of the lit of Auguft from the tem-

ple to a fmall and miferable apartment in the prifon

of the Conciergerie, where flie remained till llie was

brought before the revolutionary tribunal on the 15th

of October. The aft of accufation confided of feve-

ral charges, the fubltance of which was—•" That (he

had contributed to the derangements of the national

finances, by remitting from time to time confiderable

fums to her brother, the emperor Jofeph—That fince

the revolution fhe had continued to hold a criminal

correfpondence with foreign powers—That in evejy

inftance fhe had direfled her views to a counter revo-

lution, particularly in exciting the body guards and
others of the military at Verfailles on the iftof Odober
1789—That file was a principal agent and promoter

of the flight of the royal family in June 1791—That
Ihe inftituted private councils in the palace, at which

the maffacres, as they were termed, in the camp de
Mars, at Nancy, &c. were planned."—One of themolfc

fingular and abfurd charges was—" That in conjunc-

tion
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tion with a fcandalous faBion (that of the Gironde) flie

induced the king and the affembly to declare war
againft Auftria, contrary to every principle of found

policy and the public welfare." The a6l proceeds to

ftate —" That fne comuiunicated to the enemy plans

of the campaign and other intelligence—That flie was

alfo a principal agent in the internal war with which

France has been dilfreffed." The lad charge was the

moll infamous and the mod incredible, viz.—" That,

like Agrippa,flie had held an inceftuous commerce with

her own foi,i." On the trial a number of witneffes

were examined, but few of the charges appeared to

be fufficiently fubllantiated. That fhe treated her fon

with regal refpe£t was proved ; but the horrid charge

of inceft was made upon the authority merely of fome

indiftinct communications from the boy Capet to the

mayor of Paris.— Had the condufl: of Marie An-
toinette been lefs exceptionable than there is reafon

to believe it was, there is little probability that Ihe

could have efcaped. After an hour's confultation,

therefore, the jury brought in their verdi6t—" Guilty

of all the charges." The queen heard the fanguinary

fentence with dignity and refignation; perhaps indeed

it might be confidered by her lefs as a punifliment

than as a releafe. On the 16th of 06lober, at about

eleven o'clock in the forenoon, flie was conducted

from the prifon of the Conciergerie to a fcaffold pre-

pared in the Place de la Revolution, where her un-

fortunate hufband had previoufly I'uffered. Her beha-

viour at that awful moment was decent and compofed.

Turning from thefe fanguinary fcenes, we mud now
advert to the ftate of the armies and the conclufion of

the campaign.—The defeat of the allies was in fome

fmall meafure compenfated to England by the intel-

ligence, that in the beginning of Oftober the royalifls

of Fort Jeremie, in St. Domingo, had invited the Eng-

lifh to take poiTeOion of that part of the ifland, and

that Cape Nicola Mole fubmittcd in a few days after

to
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to thp Britifh arms. In the Eaft Indies alfo, Pondi-

cherry, and the other French fettlements on the coall

of Coromandel, were taken by the Englifh.

Early in the month of September, Landau had been

inverted by the allies; but while the French maintained

the flrong lines at Weiffembourg, and on the Lau-

ter, there was but little profpecl of fuccefs. On the

15th of October, therefore, the Auftrian general

Wurmfer made a grand attack upon the lines of Lau-

ter; and, if the French accounts are true, their gene-

rals permitted the Aullrians almoll without refinance

to force the lines. The whole of the lines, with the

town of Lauterburg, were carried, which Wurmfci
himfelf confeffes might have held out a fiege of i'eve

ral days. The French loft alfo the whole of their ar-

tillery. The town of Weiffembourg made a formi-

dable refiftance, and it was not carried without the lofs

of between feven and eight hundred men. The French
retreated towards Haguenau, from which however they

were diflodged on the eighteenth.

The AuRrian general loft no time in proceeding

towards Strafburg, and on the 25th again routed the

French, and was enabled to take poffeliion of Wan-
zenau. On the 27th he was attacked by the French;

but they were compelled to retreat, with the fuppofed

lofs of three thoufand men. In the beginning of No-
vember the deputies St Juft and Le Bas were fent to

Strafburg to re-organize the difcomfited troops. They
ordered immenfe reinforcements from the neigrhbour-

ing departments; and, to afford a falutary example o t

feverity. General Irembert, who was convitled of trea-

chery in the affair of the lines of Weiffembourg, was
ffiot at the head of the army on the 9ih. A confr.iracy

was alfo deieBed at Straff^urg,- for delivering irp tlie

"place to the enemy, and the traitors were piinifhed,

Thefe fpirited proceedings wrre notfnfficient however
to fave Fort Louis, which fell' into the bands of Ge-
neral Wurmfer on the 14th of November .not withou

Vol. VII. No. 145. 3N '
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ftrong fufpicions of treachery on the part of the com-
mandant. Here however the fucceffes of Wurmfer
terminated; for on the 21ft of November the Auf-
trians were compelled to retreat, and the French army
penetrated to Vautruan, and almoll to the gates of
Hagucnau. In the mean time the army of the Mo-
felle advanced to co-operate with the grand army of
the Rhine; and on the 17th of November the Pruf-

fians were defeated near Saarbruck with fome lofs.

On the fucceeding day the Pruflian camp at Blief-

caftle was ilormed and taken by the French, under
General Hoche, who immediately advanced 10 Deux
Fonts. The polt of Hornback, and the heights of
Mille-back, were carried with great bravery by the

French; and the Pruffians wereimmediaetly compelled
to abandon Deux Fonts.

On the 29th and 30th of November the French were
repulfed with confiderable lofs in two fpirited attacks,

made on the Duke of Brunfwick's pofts near Lautern

;

but the republicans under General Pichegru, on the

8th of December, carried with fixed bayonets all

the redoubts of the allies which covered Haguenau;
and on the 22d the allies were driven with an immenfe
flaughter fromBifchoilers, Dufcheim, and Haguenau,
notwithftanding the almoll continued works by Vvhich

they had covered the line which joins the two polts.

The entrenchments on the heights of Reilhorfen, Jau-
derflioffen.andFreycivillersRadneithjare faidtobenot

lefs formidable than ihofe of Jemappe, and formed three

rows of redoubts which the allies confidered as im-

pregnable. They were however ftormed by the army
of the MoCelle, under General Hoche, who had joined
Fichegru, and carried fword in hand. •

On the 23d and 24th the French purfued the al-

lies to the heights of Wrotte, where they had alfo

eret,^ed moH; formidable entrenchments. On the 26th

General Fichegru prepared to attack thefe entrench-

ments in furiBj but after a fruitlefs cannonade, the

republican^
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republican foldiers called out to found the charge, and
marched up to the very foot of the entrenchments.

A defperate conflift enfued, which laded from two
o'clock in ihe afternoon till five. At half pad fix

the French were maders of the heights, and at ten all

the pods were abandoned. On the 27th the repub-

lican army entered Weidembourg in triumph. Ge-
neral Wurmfer made good his retreat to the Rhine,

and the Duke of Brunfwick hadily retreated to cover

Mentz. The Prince of Hohenloe had fununoned
Landau on the 14th of December; but receiving an
indignant reply from the commandant, General Lau-
badere, the Prudian general Knobeifdorf attempted to

edablifh an intercourfe with the garrifon, which was
reje8:ed. In conlequence of the retreat of the allies,

the fiege was raifed. Kieferdautern, Guermerdieim,
and Spires, immediately fubniitted to the French in

confequence of thefe vi6lories.

In the north but little was performed on either fide

during the latter part of the campaign. On the 19th

of November, a triding dcirmidi took place between
a part of the garrifon of Ypres and a party of the

French who attempted to edablidi themfelves at Po-
peringhue, from which they were diflodged with the

lofs of forty-five prifoners. On the 28th of the fame
month, they attacked the out-pods of the Duke of York
at Nechin and Liers, but were repulfed with fome lofs;

and on the 30th they were again unfuccefsful in an
attack on the {ame pods.

The fiege of Toulon was commenced immediately
after the reduftion of Marfeilles. On the 8th of Sep-

tember, General Carteaux arrived at the pafies of
OlioLilles. The Englifh and Spaniards occupied the

heights on the right, and the royalids thofe on the left.

As foon as the French general was perceived, he was
fainted by a. general fiiout of Vive Louis Dix-Jept,

and by a difcharge ofmudvetry. At mid-day he or-

dered the attack, and by two o'clock the royalids were

3 N 2 dilperfed.
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difpeiTed, 150 of them being killed upon die fpot, and
a number ol prifoners taken. On the i{tof 06lober
die republican troops carried the height of Pharon,

uhich the Englifh had fortified ; but after retaining it

a few hours, reinforcements arriving, they were forced

again to abandon the poft. On the 14th an aftion

t/)ok place between the garrifon, who had marched
out to the defence of the redoubt of Malboufquet, and
the army of Carteaax, in which the Englifh and the

allies lolt about forty men and ihe French about thirty.

On the the fucceeding day Cape Brun was taken by
the republicans; and at the fame time a detachment

from the garifon, fent to occupy the heights of Thouars,
was diflodged, and obliged to retreat into the town,

l"he allies loll in bodi aflions above one hundred men.

In the beginning of November, General Carteaux

•was ordered to the command of the army in Italy,

and General Doppet was appointed to the command
of the beiicging army of Toulon. About the fame

period General OTIara arrived with reinforcements

from Gibraltar at Toulon, having been appointed

governor and commander in chief.

By this time Lyons had capitulated to the troops

belonging to the convention, and a powerful army
now invelled Toulon; the forces in which, although

numerous, appertained to different nations, and were

not animated either by the iame fentiments or the

fame iniereits. On the other hand, the deputies with

the French army provided cannon, ammunition, and
provifions, in abundance; whatever the befiegers re-

quired was obtained inllantly by requjfition, and all

the. exploits of the foidiery were at once witneffed and

rewardtd by the reprefentatives of the people. Du-
gommier, a general who had already diftinguifhed him-

feU byhisvidoriesover the forces of the King of Sardi-

nia, was now appointed commander in chief; and, as the

furrenderof the great naval arfenal of the fouth much
pepended on the management of the immenfe artillery

^mployecl
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cmployedagainftitjgreat pains were taken to find an engi-

neer every way worthy of the occafion. Such a perlon

was at length difcovered in Napoleone Bonaparte, an-

obfcure Corfican, who had been educated at the mili-

tary academy in France, and ferved as a lieutenant

in the regiment of La Fere. Having fled from the

troubles that prevailed in his native ifland, he now
offered his fervices, and was employed by the deputy

Barras, on the recommendation of his countiyman*

Salicetti, and contributed not a little by his military

talents to decide both the fate ofToulon and of France.

The very firft operation was decifive of fuccefs.

Knowing that the poffiffion of Malboufquet, one of

the principal outpofls of Toulon, would enable him
to bombard the town and arlenal, Bonaparte accord-

ingly opened a ftrong battery of heavy cannon and
mortars on the height of Arenes, which annoyed that

pofition exceedingly, by means of an U'^ceflant fire of
fhot and fhells. As it became neceffciiy to take im-

mediate and efFeQiial meafures for the lecurity of fo

important a poft, Governor O'Hara determined to

deftroy the new works, termed the convention-battery,

and bring off the artillery. The detachments fent for

this purpofe accompliflied it with filence and luccefs;

and the French troops were furprifed and fled. Elated

unfortunately with the facility of the conqueft,theallied

troops ruflied forward in purfuit.of their fl>ing foes,

when they unexpettedly encountered a confiderable

force which was proceeding to cover the retreat of the

fugitives. At this moment General O'Hara arrived

upon the fpot; and, while he was exerting himfelf to

bring off his troops with regularity, he received a
wound in his arm, and was made prilbner. It is faid

that near a thoufand of the Britifli and allied forces were
killed, wounded, or taken prifoners, on tius occafion.

Lord Hood in his difpatch to government, dated on
the day when this unfortunate event took place, was
pleaied to obferve that, '• the governor piomiled not

IQ
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to go out himfelf, but unfortunately did not keep his

word." This remark, which feenris to implicate fome-

thing like reproach, was undoubtedly produced by the

bitternefs of his lordfliip's grief at the event of this

unfortunate expedition. The letter of Sir Gilbert

Elliot, on the other hand, contains a complete jufti-

ficaiion of his excellency: " It is much to be lamented

that General O'Hara was, on every occafiort, fo pro-

digal of his perfon; but the misfortune which has be-

fallen him, and the fevere lofs which the fervice fuf-

Tains by his capture, cannot be afcnbed even to this

honourable fault; for he did not' himfelf afcend the

battery till it was poflefled by our troops, and there

was reafon to fuppofe the object of the day had been

obtained. The reverfe was fo fudden, and his pre-

fence muft have appeared fo material towards reftoring

order, and retrieving the error which had been com-
mitted by the troops, that it is not be wondered al, if,

with his fpirit, he became expofed to perfonal hazard.

His wound, though not dangerous or ferious, has bled

much ; and, added to the exertion he had before made,

weakened him To much that he could not retire many
paces with the troops, but infifted on being left by

two foldiers who were condutting him, and whom he

ordered to proceed and fave themfelves."

The evenis of this day, added to the capture of the

hrave officer Vv'ho had a61ed both in the capacity of

gjovernor and military commander, contributed not

A. little to raife the expeftations of the befiegcrs

;

tjjey now began to make nearer approaches to the

place, and, by means of their batteries, not only atr

lacked the polts of Malboufquet, Le Brun, and fort

Mulgrave, on the heights of Balaguier, at the fame

time, but threatened a general affault.

Nor were thefe events to be defpifed. The garrifon

at this period was reduced to the moft alarming fitu^i-

tion ; and the enemy, whole force was coniiantly in-

crcafing, amounted to nearly forty tlioufand men,

commanded
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commanded by an able general, while the batteries

were managed under the dire6tion oflOne of the bed
engineers of his age. On the other hand, the allied

troops, compofed of five different nations and lan-

guages, never exceeded twelve thoufand rank and file.

With thefe, now greatly diminiflied by death and dif-

eafe, a circumference of fifteen miles, for the defence

of the town and harbour, was to be occupied and de-

fended, by means of eight principal and feveral inter-

mediate polls, which alone required nearly nine thou-

fand men.

The French, being determined topufh onthefiege

with increafed vigour, relieved fuch of their troops as

were fatigued, by frefli ones, and at two in the

morning, Dec. 17. opened two new batteries on fort

Mulgrave, and from thefe and three former ones

conlmued a very heavy cannonade and bombard-
ment, which killed many of the troops, and deftroyed

the v»'orks. As the weather proved rainy, they after-

wards found means to aifem.ble a large body of forces

fecretly, with which they ftormed the fortification,

and entered with fcrewed bayonets by that fide de-

fended by the Spaniards. On this the Britifh, and
fuch of the other troops as had not been killed during

iheaflault, were obliged to retire towards the fliore of
Balaguier.

At day-break another attack took place on all the

pods occupied by the garrifon on the mountain of
Pharon. They were repulfed however on the eaft

fide, by about feven hundred men, commanded by
Colonel Le Jermagnan, a Piedmontefe officer, who
perifhed upon this occafion; but they found means
to penetrate by the back of the mountain, although

eighteen hundred feet high and deemed inaccefiible

fo as to occupy the fide which overlooks Toulon
In the courfe of this day's fight, all the Engiilh troop§

conduced themfelves with great bravery; while tn<^

French, invigorated by zeal, and trailing to thejj-

numbers, charged with unufual intrepidity and fuccef^.
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The deputy Arena headed one of their columns, and
the generals Cervoni and Bonaparte particularly dif-

inguifiied themfelves.

As it was deemed impra£licable to regain the pods
that had been taken, and the town was not tenable

while they remained in the poffeffion of the enemy, it

was determined to evacuate Toulon. A council of

war was held, on the morning of the iBth, by the

three generals who commanded the combined trocpsj

when it was determined, that all merchants-fhips and

tranfports, of whatever nation, (of which there were

more t'nan an hundred,) (hould immediately go out

of the port, and place themfelves in the road under

the prote£lion of the Englifli and Spanifh fquadrons,

which anchored under Fort La Malgue. All the Tou-
lonefe royalifls were at the fame time permitted to

embark, and get out of every danger. At the fame

time the Neapolitan general Forteguerri ordered the

Neapolitan troops to embark on-board of twelve tran-

fports, and three fliips of war of 74 guns each, two fri-

gates, two corvettes, and a brigantine. The embar-

kation was performed with the greateft order and ex-

pedition: and, after their baggage was on-board, they

failed, but with little wind; for at nine o'clock in the

evening they were only three miles dillant from the

road of Toulon. The other fliips and all the French

men-of-war left the port, and were ready in the great

road. The embarkation of the relt of the troops, and

of many thoufands of the Toulonefe, was executed in

the greateU order, as was alfo the carrying away the

naval (lores and other effetls. It was neceffary, how-

ever, to leave all the artillery behind, but completely

fpiked; but it is (aid that he French fiicceeded in ren-

dering thera ferviceable again.

In the town, on the morning of tlie 18th, an infur-

rcclion of the malcontents took place, who taking ad-

vantage of the diCorder, and of the (light of the roy-

alifts, fell upon them with fabres and every kind of

weaponsj
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Vk*eapons, and made a horrid carnage of them, in order

to feize their efFefts, The lofs of the allies is com-
puted to be 3000 men; that of the French, both of

the town and belonging to the army., more than 10,000.

The fcene of the embarkation of the troops at Tou-
lon was in the extreme degree calamitous and afflict-

ing. The greateft part of the inhabitants, who had
not been fo decided and aftivein their fupport of the

allies, and who therefore forefavv that they mud be
left behind, abandoned themfelves to the influence of
complete defpair. They defcended in immenfe num-
bers to thefea-fide. The aged and the infirm, men, wo-
men, and children, threw themfelves upon the fliore

in the greateft agony, and intreated proteftion in the

moft pathetic terms; the Biitifli fleet, however, could
contain no more perfons, and their intreaties therefore

could not be complied with. The unfurling of the

fails and the weighing of the anchors added to the dif-

trefs and defpair of the unhappy fpe6lators; and in-

duced feveral to plunge into the fea, and to attempt

to fwim to the fliips. Others committed fuicide on-
fhore; the remainder returned to the city, when a battle

enfued, in which many fell on both fides.

Before the place was abandoned, the commanding
officers of the allies ordered the mofl: important parts

of the port to be fet on-fire; and, by day-break a moft
terrible fire was feen at a great* diftance, which
confumed the arfenal, fome fortifications, and even
the bafon of the port. But Lord Hood obferves,
" Circumftances which had taken place made the re-

treat abfolutely neceflary to be effected as foon as pof-

fible, and prevented the execution of a fetded arrange-

ment for deftroying the French fliips and arfenal. I

ordered the Vulcan fire-fhip to be primed, and Sir

Sydney Smith, whojoined me from Smyrnaaboutafort-
night ago, having offered his fervices to burn the fliip?,

I put Captain Hare under his orders, with Lieutenants

Xtipperand Goreof the Viftory, Lieutenant Pater of
Vol. VIL No. 145. g O the
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the Britannia, and Lieutenant R. W. Miller of the

Windfor Callle. Ten of the enemy's fliips of the line

in the arfenal, and twelve nnaller vcffels, with the malt-

houle, great llorehouie, hemp hovife and other build-

in;js, were totally deftroyed, and before day-light all

his maielty's fhips, with thofe of Spain and the two

Sicilies, were out of the reach of the enemy's (hot and

fliells, except the Robuft, which was to receive Cap-

tain Elphindone/^and ihc followed very foon after,

without a ftiot (Iriking her. I have under my orders

Rear-admiral Trogoft, intheCommercedc Marfeilles,

Puifl'ant,and Pompec,of the line; the Pearl, Areihufa,

and Topaze, frigates; and feveral large corvettes.

" Don Lanpara undertook to deflroy the fliips in the

bafon, but, I am informed, found it not pratticable;

and, as the Spanifti troops had the guarding the pow-

der vefTels, which contained the powder of the fhips I

ordered into the bafon and arfenal on my coming here

,

as well as that from the diltant magazines within the

enemy's reach, I requefted the Spanifh admiral would

be pLafed to give orders for their being fcuttled and

funk; but, iniiead of doing -that, the officer to whom
that duty was entrulled blew them up, by Vv'hi.ch two

fine gun-boats, which I had ordered to attend Sir Syd-

ney Smith, were ihaken to pieces, and the lieutenant

commandino- one of them was killed, and leveral fea-

men badly wounded."

Of the burning of the [hips Sir Sydney Smith gives

the following account in his letter to Lord Hood;
" My Lord, Agreeably to your lordfliip's order, I

proceeded with the Swallow tender,- and three Englifh

and three Spanilh gun-boats, to the arfenal, and im-

mediately began making the necefl'ary prepara ticjns

for burning the French (hips and (lores therein. We
found the dock-gates well fecured by the judicious ar-

rangemen{softhegovernor,akhough the dock-yard peo-

ple had Lilready fublHtuted the three-coloured cockade

for the white one, I did not think it fate to attempt the

fecurinc^



WARS OF ENGLAND. 475

fecuring any of them, confidering the fmall force I had
\rith me, and coniidering that a contell of any kind

would occupy our whole attention, and prevent us from
^cpomplifhing our purpofe. •

>
" A gun-boat was flationed to flank the wall on the

putiide, and two field-pieces were placed within againll

the wicker-ufually frequented by the workmen, of

whom we were particularly apprehenfive. About eight

o'clock I had the fatisfadion of feeing Lieutenant

Gore towing in the Vulcan fireihip. Captain Hare,
her commander, placed in her, agreeably to my direc-

tions, in a mod mafterly manner, acrofs the tier of

men-of-war. In this fituation we continued to wait

inoftanxioufly for the hour concerted with the gover-
nor for the inflammation of the trains. The moment
the fignal was made, we had the fatisfaftion to fee the

flames rife in .every quarter. Lieutenant Tupper was
charged with the burning of the. general magazines,

the pitch, tar, tallow, and oil, ftorc honfes, and fuc^

ceeded mod perfe6lly; the hemp magazine was in-

cluded in ihis blaze: its being nearly calm was un«
fortunate to the fpreading of the flames, but 250 barrels

of tar, divided among the deals and other timber, in-

fured the .rapid ignition of that whole quarter, which
Lieutenant Tupper had undertaken.
" The mait-houfe was equally well fet on fire by

Lieutenant Middleton, of the Britannia. Lieutenant
Pater, of the Britannia, continued in a moft daring
manner to brave the flames, in order to complete
the work where the fire feemed to have cauv^ht im-i

perfeftly. I was obliged to call him oii, led his re-

treat fliould become imprafticable. Lieut. h-cmontTcr,

of the royals, remained with the guard at the gate till

the lad, long after the Spanifli guard had withdrawn,
and was brought fafely off by Captain Edge of the

Alert, to whom I had confided the important fervice

of clofing our retreat, and bringing off our detached
parties^, which were laved to a man. 1 was forry to

3 O 2 find
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find myfelf deprived of the further fervices of Cap-
tain Hare: he had performed that of placing his fire-

Ihip to admiration, but was blown into the water, and
much fcorched, by the explofion of her priming,
when in the aft of putting the match to it. The guns
of the fire-fhip going off on both fides as they heated,

in the direction that was given them, towards thofe

quarier.£ from whence we were moft apprehenfive of
the enemy forcing their way in upon us, checked their

career. Their fhouts and republican fongs, which
we could hear didinttly, continued till they, as well as

purfelves, were in a manner thunderftruck by the ex-

plofion of fbme thoufand barrels of powder on-board
the Iris frigate, lying in the Inner Road, without us,

and which had been injudicioufly fet on fire by the

Spanidi boats, in going off, inftead of being funk, as

ordered. The concuffion of ai):, and the fhower of

falling timber on- fire, was fuch, as nearly to deflroy

the whole of us. Lieutenant Paty, of the Terrible,

with his whole boat's crew, had nearly perifhed; the

boat was blown to pieces, but the men were picked

up alive,

" I had given it in charge to the Spanifh officers

to fire the fiiips in the balpn before the town; but they

returned, and reported that various pbftacles had pre-

vented their entering it. We attempted it together,

as foon as we had completed the bufinefs in the ar-

fenal, but were repulfed in our attempt to cut the

boom, by repeated vollies of mufquetry from the flag-

fhip and the wall of the battery royale. The cannon
of this battery had been fpiked by the judicious pre-

caution taken by the governor, previoufiy to the eva-

cuation of the town.

^' We now proceeded to burn the Hero and The-
niiilocles, two feventy-four gun fhips, lying in the In-

ner Road. Our approach to them had hitherto beea
imprafticable in boats, as the French prifoners who
>iad been left in the latter fhip were (till in poffeflSop
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of her, and had fhewn a determination to refift our
attempt to come on-board. The fcene of conflagration

around them, heightened by the late tremendous ex-

plofion, had however awakened their fears for their

lives. Thinking this to be the cafe, I addreffed them,

exprefling myreadinefs to land them in a place of fafety,

if they would lubmit: and they thankfully accepted

the offer, fhewing themfelves to be completely intimi-

dated, and very grateful for our humane intentions

towards them, in not attempting to burn them with the

Ihip. It was neceffary to proceed with precaution,

as they were more numerous than ourfelves. We at

length completed their difembarkation, and then fet

heron fire.

" The explofion of a fecond powder-veffel, equally

unexpefted, and with a fhock even greater than the

firft, again put us in the moft imminent danger of
perifliing; and, when it is confidered that we were
within the fphere of the falling timber, it is next to

miraculous that no one piece, of the many which made
the water foam round us, happened to touch either

the Swallow or the three boats with me.
*' Having now fet fire to every thing within our

reach, exhaufted our combuftible preparations and
our ftrength to fuch a degree, that the men abfolutely

ilropped on the oars, we direded our courfe to join

the fleet, running the gauntlet under a few ill-direClcd

fhotfrom the forts of Balaguier and Aiguilette, now oc-

cupied by the enemy ; but,fortunate!y,without lolsofany
kind. We can afcertain that the fire extended to at leall

ten fail of the line ; how much further we cannot fay.

The lofsof the general magazine, and of the quantity

of pitch, tar, rofin, hemp, timber, cordage, and gun-
powder, mud confiderably impede the equipment of
the few fhips that remain. I am forry to have been
obliged to leave any; but I hope your lordfliip

will be fatisfied that we did as m.uch as our circuni-

fcribed means enabled us to do, m a limited time,

prefled as we were by a force lb much fuperior to us."

Thus,
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^Thus, after a fiege of about three months, and an
inceffant aifault of five facceffive days and nights,

Toulon was reftored to France; the befieging ariny,

which had provided four thoufand ladders for an af-

fault, having entered it at feven o'clocic in the morn-
ing fubfequcnt to the evacuaiion, Dec-., 19. Of the

inhabitants who had borne arms againil their country,

or favoured the caufe of the allies, fomc (till remained,

and ihefc either put an end to their exi{|:ence by a
voluntary death, or perilhed by the guillotine or the

mufquet. Here, as well as at MarfeilN.s and Lyons,
the molt cruel punifhments were inflifted on th.e

rovaliiis; and the conquerors not only fullied their

vi8ory, but difgraced themfelves, by a terrible and
indifcriminate carnage. Workmen were adually in-

vited from ail the neighbouring departments to deliroy

the principal houfes; the population became vihbly

decreafed by the daily butchery thgt took place; the,

i)?.me of Toulon was changed for that of Port de la

Montague, and a grand feflival decreed in iionour of

the French army. . .;/

The follov.ing authentic extra6ls and notes written

by the deputieson miffion, will convey to the indignant

reader fome idea of the unbridled vengeance of thq

viciors:

La vengeance naiionalefe deploye. On'fufdle a force,

Deja tons les q^iciers de la marine font exUrmines. La
repuhliqueftravengee d\me 7nanih'tdigne d'elle : lesmdnes

des patriotesjeront appaijees.—" The national verigeance

is {hewing itfeif; the muiket is not idle. All the fea-

officers are already dedroycd. The republic fliall be

avenged in a maimer worthy of herfeif; the manes of •

the patriJOts (hall be appealed."

Cela va bitn ici ; nous avons reqiiis douze mille md-

^ons des departemens enviromians, pour demolir et rajer

la ville. Tons les jnurs depuis noire entree, nous fefons

tomber deux cents tctes.—" All goes well here; we have

put in requilivion 12.000 workmen of the furrounding

departme nt§
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departments to demolifli and raze the citv of Toulon.
We have caufed 200 heads to be ftruck ofT every-

day fince we entered." Freron.
II y a dejd huit cents Toulonnais de fufillis.—" Eight

hundred Toulonefe have been fliot aheady." Signed
Freron.
The war on the fide of Sp^in was productive of no-

thing but petty fkirmifhes, not worth detailing; and in

Savoy the King of Sardinia made but a flow progrefs

in recovering his poffeflions, which the Britifli miniftry

were fo generous as to guarantee to him at an im-

menfe expence. On the 27th of September the Pied-

raontefe were repulfedin attempting to penetrate be-

tween Mourienne and Brian<^onnais. The French
faw them defcend from the tops of the mountain, and
carried their redoubts with the bayonet. The city

of Cluz was then in pofleffion of the French, and they

were proceeding to Salons. In the mean time an Eng-
liQi veffel arrived at Nice with a flag of truce, and
a proclamation to the inhabitants, exhorting them to

accept the royal conrtitution of 1789; but the magif-

trates of Nice replied, "that Fiench republicans

would never become flaves, and that no other anfwer
would be made to royalifts, except from the cannon's

mouth."

An expedition had been planned by the Britifh go-
verment for the purpofe of co-operating with the roy-

alift party on the coaft of Brittany, and the Earl of
Moira was appointed to the command. The fcheme,
however, failed in the execution, for the expedition
was delayed till the royalifts were completely fubdued;
and, when the fleet and tranfports appeared off the

coaft, they found the French fo far prepared for their

reception, that it would have been madnefs to have
attempted a landing.

The intent of this expedition, and the caufcs of its

failure, were afterwards explained by Lord Moira in ,

a debate in the houle of lords upon the employment
of
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of French emigrants againfl; France, and giving theiii

Britifh pay. His lordftiip mentioned, "that he had

received an invitation to take upon himfelf the com-*

mand of an expedition to be undertaken for the fuc-

couroftheroyalitts. He was honored with his majefty's >

commands on the 17th of November, but owing to

the adverfe ftate ok the winds and weather, the fleet

did not fail from Portfmouth till the ift of December.
Previous tot his, his majefty's minifters and himfelf had

received information of a meeting held by perfons

deputed by minifters to the royalilt army at Doll in

Normandy, who had agreed on a plan of operation;

bat owing ro the difficulty of imercourfe, this infor-

mation did not reach minifters till the 25th of No-
vember. By that information it was fettled what
fignals were to be made by the Englifh fleet on
their arrival upon the coaft, for thepurpofeof direft-

ing the troops where they thought the defcent moft

practicable, and a variety of other matters were ad-

j'ufted.— On the ift of December they failed, and early

the next morning they made the coaft of Cherbourg.

He ran down the coaft for a confiderable extent, hop-

ing to find the royaiifts in force as had been repre-

fented to him; but not one of the concerted fignals,

though repeatedly made by the different fhips, was an-

fwered from the ihore. Not knowing how to account

for this circumftance, and in obedience to his orders,

his lordftiip faid he proceeded to Guernfey, where, in

confequence of contrary winds, be did not arrive till

the 25th. His lordfliip defired the houfe to attend to

the dates which he had occafion to mention, becaufe

the whole of his explanation refted on that particular.

While at Guernfey he difpatched a number of emif-

faries in fearch of the royalift army. He at length

learned that the royaiifts had m^jide an attack on Gran-
ville, but had been defeated, and bad retreated to the

banks of the Loire. All the French journals and newf-

papers ftated, however, that one column of the roy-

aJijft
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alift army had dirc£ted its couiTe towards Caen in

Normandy. His lordfl^ip faid, that on conHdering

the port, which the royalifts had named as the port for

him to make, he found, from the peculiar difficulty of

accefs, and from other circumftances, it would be im-

pofTible for him to throw fuccours into h; he there- -

fore, by his emifTaries, had fent word to the royalids

of the doubts he entertained of being able to effect

the purpofe agreed on, and directed their march to

another point. While at Guernfey a florm arofe that

feparated him from half his fquadron and troops.

Conceiving, nevertherlefs, that the faith of the Britifli

government was pledged to the army of the royalilts,

he thought it his duty, be the event and confequence

what they might, to lend them every pofTible fuccour

which his reduced force could adminilter. Under the

impreflion of this idea he put to fea, and, after he left

Guernfeyjheappointed the Frenchftaff,which had been

rendered a fubjeft of dilcuffion in another houfe of

parliament. He begged their lordfliips to recolleO: the

point of time when the appointment was made— while

he was expefting to land on the coall of France im-

mediately, and when he meant not to join his army to

that of the royalifts, but to engraft the royalift iorces

on thofe which he had under his command; when he
expected, the moment he landed, to have proceeded
to battle, to find the royalifts difpirited by defeats,

and to have to lead them on to inftant contefl: it was
impoffible therefore for him, with any regard to pru-

dence, to trufl to the chance of fubfequent oppor-
tunity. He , appointed the French ffaff as he had
ftated, and it confifted of two aides-de-camp, a French
fecretary, and a quarter-mafler general. In having
appointed this ftaff, he had no helitation to fay, that he
had not been authorized by his majcfty's minifters; he
conceived that the nature of his command necefTarily

invefled him with a decree of difcretion adequate to tha

end of the deftined fervice. If, however, it fhould
Vol. VII. No. 146. 3P be



482 W AR S OF K N G L A N D
be thought by his majefty's minifters thathe had a6led

improperly, he defired it di{lin6lly to be underftood,

that he took the expence upon himfelf, and that minif-

ters might, if they pleafed, upon the winding up of

his accounts, deduft the whole amount of the expence."

Thus, from his lordfliip's account, it appears that the

original fcheme of fuccouring the royalifts was delayed

till a feafon of the year when the attempt was not only

highly dangerous, but alraoft impracticable. From
this circumflance, the failure of Earl Moira's expedi-

tion will ceafe to be a matter of furprifej but when
it is confidered that the commander in chief was fo

little aided by minifterial intelligence, as to be guided

by republican newfpapers in the execution of his mea-
ilires, a more fuccefsful termination of the undertaking

could not be expected. «

Thus ended the firll campaign in which-England
took an aQive fhare, and the fecond ineffeftual at^

lempt of the allies to fubjugate France.

INDEX.
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ACHLAMD, LaJy Harriet, her heroic behaviour, 114-121.

AMERiCA>f CotoNiES, undcr four kinds of government, 3 ; fiate of

them at the peace, 4 ; indullry, 5 ; firfl sttempt for taxing them, 6; refumed,

and its confequences, 7; affemble a congvefs, 8 ; ,and a convention, 9; h'ow

the peace was firfl broken, 1 1 ; ftill oppofe the tea-tax, 13 ;
and deftroy the

tea, 15; reception of the Quebec-bill/ 17 ; and of the Bofton poftbill, 18;

general congrefs, 21; government llores feized at Rhode Ifland, 22 ;
pro-

ceeding in Endand relative to them, 33-32,59; Lord North's conciliatory

bill, 32; hoftuities begun, 33 ; eftablifh an array and a paper currency, 40;'

articles of confederation, 41 ; refufc Lord North's conciliatory propofols, and

appoint Wafhington generaliffimo, 48 ; declare their independence, 65 ;

means ufed for recruiting their arrtiies, 85 ; their privateers fucrefsiul, 87 ; ^igf

treaties of commerce and alliance with France, 121; negociate wivh other

courts, 124, 181, 183; diftrcffcd for money, 174; celebrate the anniverfary

of their independence, 175 ; inake peace with Great Britain as independent

ftates, 235 ; tlieir conftitution and boundaries, 236; Andre, Major, concerned

in Arnold's defertion, i8o; takenbythe Americans, 18.1 ; hanged asa fpy,i82.

Armed neutrality, account of, 20g.

Arnold, Colonel, his extraordinary march fromBoflon into Canada, .5O; joins

Montgomery in befieging Quebec, 51; defeated before Quebec, 52; again

attempts to ftorm it, 65; forced to retreat, 66; defeated at lea, 83; deferts

from the Americans, 180; his apology, 182.

Bahamas attacked by the Spaniards, 274.
Barracks, Mr. Taylor's motion relative to, negatived, 407.
Battles.—Of Breed's-hill, commonly called Bunker's-hill. 35; before Que.

bee, 52 ; of the Cedars, (17 ; at Moor's creek, 72; at Flat-bufh, 74; of Trenton,

86; of Brandy-wine, 100; of German-town, 102; of Skenefborough, 106;
. of Bennington, lOg ; of Stillwater, 1 10 ; at Saratoga, iii; of Freehold, 127;

off Ufhant on the 27th of July, between Keppcland d'Orviliiers, 133; at:

Briar's Creek, 146; between Byron and d'Eftaing, in the Weft-Indies, 167 ;

betweerl Earl Cornwallis and General Gates, 178; between Col. Tarletori

and Gen. Sumpter, 179; at King's mountain,' 183; between Rodney and
Langara, 184; another between Rodney and the Spaniards, 185; betweeii

Rodney and the French, in the Weft-Indies, 186; at the Cow-pens, 221;
of Guildford, 224 ; of Camden, 227 ; of Williamfbnrgh and Green Springs,

229; in the Chejapeak, ibid; near Madras, 245, 246, 248; in the Eafl-

Indies near Tanjour, 246; near Arnce, 247 ; olf the Dogger-bank, 264; be^

tween Rodney and de GrafTe, 269; before Seringapatara, 374; of AiK-!a-

Chapel, 422; of Neerwinden, 424; near Louvain, 425, 426; near Maubeuge,

438; of St. Amand, 438; of Faniars, 44O ; between the Nyraphc and Cleo-

patra frigates, 45O; of Lincelles, 453.
Bonaparte, firll employed as an engineer at the fiege of Tor.Ion, 469.
Boston, in New England, difputc with the governor there, 10 ; a tumult, 1 1 ;

tea deflroyed, 15 ; aft for (hutting up its port, 16; behaviour of Salem and
the other colonies thereon, 18, 19; blocked up by General Putnam, 35;
fituation of the inhabitants, 58; attacked by Wafliington, 58 ; evacuated by
the Britifh, 59.

Bou CHAIN and Cambray unfuccefsfuHy beftegcdj 456,
Br eeb's or Bunker's hill, battle of, 35.

3 P 2 BxuN'swicr,
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Brunswick, Duke of, his manifcfloes, 386; takes Verdun, 387 ; oppofed by

Dumouricr, 388; with whom he ncgociates, 390; quits the French terri-

tory, 391.
EuRGOYNE, General, takes Ticonderoga, 105; encamps at Saratoga, and gains

an advantage at Stillwater, 1 10; fuftains a defeat, 111; he and his army en-
tirely furroundcd and taken prifoners, 112, 113; his troops detained contrary
to the convention at Saratoga, 125.

Burke's plan of economy, 199; oppofcs the fending an ambaffador to France,

307 ; fupports the treafon-biU, 410.

Cagliari attacked by the French, 420.

Car leton, Gen. his prudent conduft in Canada, 49; defeated and narrowly
efcapes, 50; his humanity, 66; takes Crown-point, 83; make propofals of
peace, 233.

Charlestown befieged by Clinton, 170; furrenders, 172.
Chatham, Earl of, moves an addrefs for recalling the troops Jrom Boflon, 23 ;

for flopping hoftilities in America, 97.
Clair FAIT, Gen. takes Oucfnoy from the republicans, 456.
Clinton, Sir Henry, his expedition up the North River, 114; arrives at

Rhodc-Ifland, 144; takes John and James iflands, 170; fummons Charlef-

town, 171; which lurrendcrs, 172; illucs two proclamations, 174; his pro-

pofaHo fome American mutineers, 220; is unable to fuccour Lord Cora-
wallis, or prevent his fate, 229, 230, 232.

Coalition adminiflration, 286; dilfolved, 294.
Collier, Sir George, dcllroys 43 American velfels, 153,
CoNDE befieged and taken ly the allies, 446.
Congress of the allies at Antwerp, 436; at Valenciennes, 451.
Conolly, unfortunate ilf'je of his undertaking, 56.

CoRNv/ALLis Gen. Lord, defeats Gen. Gates in South Carolina, 178; his ex-

pedition into North Carolina, 221 ; iffuesa proclamation, 222 ; defeats Gen.
Greene at Guildford, 224 ; reduced to great flraits, 227; gains an advantage

at Green Springs, 229 ; furrenders v.-ith his whole army, SJ33 ; takes the com-
mand-of the army m the Eaft-Indies, againlt Tippoo Saib, 367; carries

Savcndroog by alfiult, 368; Bangalore, 369 ; and Seringapatam, 373; figns

articles of peace with Tippoo, aud receives his fons as hoftages, 379.
CusTiNE, Gen. fuccefsful on the Rhine, 392; unfacccfsful near Landauagainft

the Pruffians, 441 ; commands the army of the ixonh, 447 ; unable to fuc-

cour Valenciennes, 448 ;
put to death, 462.

Dampierre Gen. fucceeds upon Dnmourier's defcftion, 437; fuccefsfnl at

firft, 438; defeated and killed near St. Amand, 439.
De Grasse, French admiral, defeated by Rodney, 269; brought to England,

and treated with thcrefpeft due to his valour, 272.

Desvard, Col. his bravery contrafLed with his ignominious end, 275.
Dumourier, Gen. commands the republican army oppofed to the Duke of

Brunfwick, 383; his conference with the Duke, 390; enters Bruffels, 392;
his condu-ft very doubtful, 416; manifefto to the Batavians, 417; his fu'ccelics,

418; defeated at Neerwinden, 424 ; his retreat. 425; plan forreftoring roy-

alty in France, 427 ; arrefts the cominifTioners fent to arrcll him, 43O ; not

fupported by the army, and makes his efcape, 431, 433 ; refuled permuTioa

to attend the congrefs, 435.
DuNDAs's bill for refloring forfeited eftates, 300.

Dunkirk, unfuccei'sful expedition againfl, 452-456,

DuKMORE, Lord, governor of Virginia, 54; retreats oivboard fhip, 55; at-

tempts to reduce ihe coloiiifls by force, but is defeated, 56 ; burns the town
of Norfolk, 57.

Dutch, hoflilitics with, 212; peace, 281; difputes between them and the

pruffians, 319-
Emigrant French, how treated by the Pruflians, 388 ; pricfls, how treated

by the Engiilh, 389.

^SsofUS, continental village, &c. deftroyed, 214.

£tTAiNe,
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EsTAivc, Count, fails with a fquadron to affill the Americans, ia8 ; unTuc-

cefsful in many attempts, 142, X48, 149) 153 ; Uk.es St. Vincent's and Gre-

nada. 166.

KusTATius taken by Rodney and Vaughan, 215; re-taken, 217.

Fielding, Commodore, takes a Dutch convoy, 211.

Fleet of France and Spain fails up the Englifh channel, 164 ; retire after tak-

ing the Ardent man-of-war, 165; take fifty fail of merchant-men from the

En"gli{h, 180.

FoRSTER, Capt, takes the port of the Cedars from the Americans, 67.

Fortification fchcme by the Duke of Richmond, 307 ; rejcfted, 3O9.

Fox, Mr. his India-bill, 29O ; rejcfted, 294 ; his opinion on the queftion of

the regency, 324; his libel-bill, 343; carried, 345; his remarks on the king's

fpeech, 395; his motions for peace, 396, 397, 4O5 ; oppofes the treafon-

bill, 408.
Frederic Duke of York, his marriage, 355, 357; commands the Britifli

troops on the continent, 420; attends the congrefs at Antwerp, 435 ; defeats

the French at Famais, 44O; marches for Dunkirk, 452; difappointed as ta

the fuccourheexpefted, 453 ; fummons Dunkirk, 454 ; obliged to retreat, 4 56.

French revolution, 328; Baflile deftroyed, 329 ; Mr. Burke's opinion, 330;
anfwered by Mr. Fox, 331; and Mr. Sheridan, 332; the king, queen, and.

princefs Elizabeth, put to death, 401, 463 ; war declared againft Great Bri-

tain and Holland, 403 ; againft Spain, 420 ; French fulfer greatly in the Weft-
Indies, 443.

Gace, Gen. appointed governor of Maffachufett's, and general of the army,

18; his operations, 33, &c.

Georse III. rcfufes to receive, on the throne, addrefTes from the livery of
London, 60; makes peace with America, 233 ; and with the other powers,

275; applies for an increafe of the civil lift, 311; attacked by Margaret

Nicholion, 313; goes to Cheltenham, 323; becomes deranged in his mind,

224; rejoicings upon his recovery, 327; offers his afliftance to the Dutch.,

393 > iff''" 3 proclamation for embodying the militia, &c. 394; orders the

French ambaffador to quit the kingdom, 4C2.

George Prince of Wales, his debts paid by the parliament, 315; his reply to

Mr. Pitt, 326.
-Gibraltar befieged by the Spaniards, 162, 183; efFeftually relieved, 299.
Gordon, Lord George, head of the Protcllant alfociation, 203 ; goes up with

a pethion at the head of 60,000 men, 2O4; hjs 'nehaviour in the houfe, 2O5

;

tried and acquitted, 207.

GoREE, taken by the Englifh, 162.

Gray, Major-general, furprifes and rouis a party of Americans under Gen,
Wayne, 101. ,

Green, American general, defeated at Guildford, 224 ; and at Camden, 227 ;

repulfed before ninety-fix, 228.

Grenville, Lord, his correfpondcnce with M. Chareveiin, 398 ; another
propofal for peace rejected by him, 411.

Hardy, Sir Charles, fucceeds Kepvpel in the co^nmand of the grand fleet, 162 ;

endeavours to entice the French up the channel, 165; dies, 178.
H.\STiNGS, Mr. his treatment of Cheit Sing, 259; iiis impeachment, 318,

322, 34'2-

Hood, Lord, takes poffeiTion of Toulon for Louis XVII. 460 ; abandons it. 47 »,

Hopkins, his fuccefs in the Bahamas, 61 ; obliged to retreat, and remaLn ia.
a£live, 61.

Hov/t, Gen. lands at Staten-ifland, 73; carries fort Walhington fword in hand
80 ; his flow movements, 80, 81.

Howe, Lord, joins his brother with a powerful armament, his unfuccersful ef-
forts to accommodate matt.-rs with the Americans, 73, 76; meets wiih a
ftorm when on the point of attacking the French ftect, 140; returns home, iat,

Kudson's Bay attacked by the French. 274.

H«M3ERSTO.\-f.^
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HuMBERSTOME, Col. takes Callicut and Panyan, &c. 25O; obliged to retreat^

and fuperfe(^ed by Col. Maclead, 25T.
Jfrsey attacked by the French, 163 ; they land, but are defeated, 214.
India affairs, 89; revolution at Madras, 91; behaviour of Lord Pigot, 02;

his imprifonmcnt, 93 ; and death, 96; proceeding at the India-houfe there-
on* 04 ; in the houfe of commoi'S, 95 ; Hyder Ali takes Arcot, but is fooii
checked by Sir Eyre Coote, 213; Sir Edward Hughes diftreffes Hyder by
fea, 243 ; Ncgapatam taken from the Dutch, 243; and Trincomale, 24 j;
aftions between SufFrein and Sir Edward Hughes^. 245, 246, 248 ; defeat of
Col. Braithwaite by Tippoo Saib, 246 ; Hyder's forces take Cuddalore, 247 ; .

he is defeated by Sir Eyre Gootc, 24S ; Tippoo S.iib attacks the Britifh lines,

but is repulfed, 251 ; account of General Mairhews's expedition into the coun-
try of Canara, 251-257 ; Mahratta-war, 258; Haflings's behaviour to Cheit
Sing, rajah of the Benares, 259; death of Sir Eyre Coote, 262; general peace,

263; Mr. Fox's ludia-bill, 20O ; Mr. Pitt's, 298; war renewed, 337, 366;
Savendroog taken, 3G7 ; Bangalore, 36'g ; Scringapatam, 373 ; peace made,
and Tippoo's_fcns delivered as hoflages, 379.

Inolefteld, Capt. of the Centaur, efcapes from fhipwreck, 273.
John the painter, his incendiary attempts, 282 ;_ trial and execution, 284.

Johnstone, Commodore, attacked by the French at St. Jago, 242 ; takes five

Dutch Indiamen, 243-
JoNEs,,Pauk takes two Britifh fhips, 210.
Irish propofitions, 304.
Kempenff.lt, Adm. takes fome French rperchantmen, 26-5; drowned in the

Royal George, 274.
Keppfl, Adm. made commander in chief, 128; engages the French under

d"Orviiliers, 133; tried by a court-mar:iil, 1 57 ; honourably acquitted, 158^

La Motte, a French Spy, 284 ; tried and executed, 285.
Lee. Gen. taken prifoncrby ihe king's forces. R4.

'-

Leopold emperor of Germany dies fuddcniy, 384.
Lexington, fkirmifh there, 34.
Licorne and Belle Poule taken from the. French, 129.

tucTA (St.) taken by Gen. Meadows and Adm. Barrington, 153.
Lyons furrenders to Gen. Doppet, 462.
Marti Nico, infurreftion there, 443; attacked by Adm. Gardner, 445.
Matthews,' Gen. b>s campaign in Canara, 251 ; he is accufcd of cruelty and

avarice. 253 ; fupcrfeded, 255 ; he and twenty others poifoned, 256.

Mentz befieged by the PrufTians, &c. 449; furrenders, 45O.

Minute-men at the beginning of the American war, 33.
M'NORCA, taken by the Spaniards, 268.

MoiRA, Earl, his expedition to the coaft of Britanny, 479.
Montgomery, an American general, takes Chamblee, 49; defeats Carleton,

and takes .St. John's, 50 ; is killed in an unfuccefsfulattack upon Quebec, 52;
his charafter, 53.

MuD-isL AND and Red-bank, attacks upon 'hem, 103.

Necapatam taken from the Dutch, 243.

Ne w Foo ND L AN'D, dreadful hurricane there, 61.

New York, abandoned by the provincials, 77 ;
partly burnt by them, 78.

Nootkjv Sound, dlfpute relative to, 334 ; accommodated, 335.
North, Lord, his conciliatory bill for America, 32; another, 122 ; how rf-

ceived, 125; oppofes Mr. Pitt's motion for a reform in parliament, 288..

OczAKOW, Britifh interference in th.n affair, 348; withdrawn, 35O.

O'Hara, Gep. appointed governor of Toulon, 468 ; taken prifoner, 469.

Omoa taken from the Spaniards, 168.

OsTEND taken by Adm. Macbride, 434.
Pal i-iSER, Sir Hugh, his behaviour under Kcppel, 134 ; accufes his admiral,

157 ; his own trial, 160.
Parkeb,
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-Parker, Sir Peter, attacks Charlcflown, 63.

Parker, Hyde, engages ihe Dutch, 264; refufcs knighthood,. 265.

Peace, general, in the year 1782 ; terms with America, 2713; France, 277;
Spain, 279; debates, 280.

Pel LEW, Sir Edward, takes the Cleopatra, 45O.

Pensacola taken by the Spaniards, 242.

Philadelphia tak'^n by the Britilh, 101; evacuated, 1 27;

Pitt, William, made chancellor of the Exchequer, 268 ; during the coalition

adminidration brings forward his plan for a reform in parliament, 287 ; which
is oppofed by Lord North, and fupported by Mr. Dundas, r.SS ; when again

in place, Mr. Pitt oppofes a fimilar plan, and Mr. Duadas then oppofos it

alfo, 297, 363; his India-bill, 298 ; carried, 299! his plan of reform, 302:
rejcfted, 303; his fcheme for the finklng-fund for paying the national debt,

309 ;. carried, 31 1 ; bis cond'.ift in the regency-bufinels, 324,325; letter to

the Prince of iVal'-s, 326; defcribes the profperity of the ccuntry at the be-

ginning of 1792, 356 ; fpeaki for abolifhing the flave-trade, 359.
Police-bill for London and WeftininfLerj 362.
PoNDi CHERRY, taken by Sir Edward Vernon, 156.

Prescott, Gen. taken by the Amcricatis,. 99.
Prevost, Gen. takes Savannah, &c. 145; defeats the Americans at Briar's

Creek, 146; repels d'Eflaing, 150.

Putnam, Gen.' defeated at Flat-bufh, 74.
Quebec unfuccefsfully attacked by Montgomery and Arnold, 52.

Rawdon, Lord, attacks General Greene in his camp, and defeats him, but is

himfelf obliged to retreat, 227

.

Ray NOR, Capt. his valour and modefly, 142.
Reform in parliament, motions for, 287, 289, 297, 302, 363, 411.
Rhode ifland taken by Clinton and Parker, 81.

Rich, Sir Thomas, his bravery, -88.

Riots in Scotland, 202; in London, 203; at Birmingham, 351.
Rockingham adminiftration, 267 ; death of the inarquis, 268.

Rodney, Adm. defeats the Spaniards twice, and relieves Gibraltar, 184; his

viftorics in the Weft-Indies, 186; takes Euflatius, 215 ; his behaviour there,

J 16; and in the ^affair of Tobago, 217; defeats De Gralle, and favcs Ja-
maica, 269.

Royalists-, French, in La Vendee, 436, 458; at Lyons, 462; at Toulon,

473' 478.
Savannah and almoft all Georgia reduced by Gen. Prevoft, 145.
Savoy conquered by Gen. Montefquieu, 391 ; annexed to the French fepub-

lic>393-

Saxe Cobourg, Prince, defeats the French at Aix, 422; his humane manifefto,

432; that proalamation recalled, 435.
Senegal, &c. taken by the French, 162. *

Sierra Leone company, 247.
SLAVE-trade, 322, 345, 358.

_ _

•

Smith, Sir Sidney, his account of burning the fliips at Toulon, 474.
Spain joins the Americans, 161 ;- befiegcs G'ibraltar, 162, "183; attacks the log-

wood-cutters at Honduras, 168; joins the confederacy ag.Tinft France, 420.
Stanwix, fort, uniuccefslully behcged by Col. St. Leger, 108.
Starke, Gen. defeats Colonels Baume snd'Brcyman, 109.

Suffrein, French' admiral, attacks the Englifli fquadron at Port Praya, 242;
takes the Hannibal, 244; is worfted by Sir Edward Huglics, before iv^adras,

245, 246,248; takes Trincomalq, 249.
Tarleton, Col. defeats Gen. Sumpter at theCatawba fords, 179 ; defeated 3t

the Cow-pens, 221.

Thompson's ineffeftiial attempt againft a detachment of the royal army, So.
TiFPoo Saib, makes a degrading peace, 379.
Tobago taken by the French, 216; by the Englidi, 443.

Toulon,
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Toulon taken poncfTicn of by Lord Hood, 460; beficged by Gen. Carteanx,

467; who is fucceeded hy Gen. Dopp^t, and by Dugommier, 468; out-pofti

attacked, and Gen. O'Hara taken prifoner, 4.69 ; the place abandoned by
the Englifh, &c. 472-479.

Traitorous correfpondence bill, 407 ; paffed, 411.
Treaty of Pilnitz, 381.
Trincom.\lf, taken from the Dutch, 241 ; retaken by the French, 248.
Tyrie, David, executed for hightreafon, 286-

Valenciennes, fiege of, 447; furrenders to the Duke of York, 448.
Wallace, Sir James, his fuccefs on the coaft of Normandy, 163.

Washington, George, appointed commander in chief of the American ar-

my, 48; abandons New York, 78 ; continues to retreat by Lee's advice, 79;
his fuccefs at Trenton, 86; 'defeated at Brandy-wine, 100 ; and at German-
town, 102; deceives Sir Henry Clinton, 230; and furruunds Lord Corn-
wall is's army, 232; which funenders, 238.

Wayne, Gen. takes Sandy-hook from the Britifh, 154; worfted at Green
Springs, 229.

Weissemduro taken by Gen. Wurmfer, 465; retaken by the French under

Pichegru, 466.
West-india iflands taken by the French, 269.

Willi AMSTADT, fiege of, 418; abandoned, 419.
WuRMSER, the Auftrian general, takes Mentz, 450 ; Lauterberg, Weiffemburg,

Wangenau, and Fort Louis, 465 ; retreats, 466.

ZouTMAN, Dutch admiral, his atlion v/ith the EngUIK under Sir Hyde Pat-

Kcj 264.

END or THE SEVENTH VOLUMF,

leuis mnd Rodoi, Priniers, Paknoflcr-nvj, London^




