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PREPACK

IT is sometimes said, perhaps not without reason,

that in these days we are over-fond of compiling

biographies, and that a man ought to have touched

a definite degree in the scale of achievement,

distinction, or merit before the public are invited

to peruse his memoirs. It may be so, though some
difficulty might be found in fixing that degree.

It is not probable that the world is too full as yet
of personal annals. He who is most grateful to

Tacitus for the too brief narrative of his father-

in-law, Cnseus Julius Agricola, and for the light
which it throws on the extension of the empire
of Home, as well as for the information it conveys
of personal traits and social habits, will be most

apt to sigh over the absence of all record con-

cerning consuls and generals less famous than
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VI PREFACE.

Agricola, but perhaps of integrity and energy

not inferior to his.

The British Empire, far exceeding that of Im-

perial Home in extent and population, possesses

many characteristics in common with it
,

and British

rulers have many lessons to learn, even at this day,

from Roman precedents. The personal characters

and habits of the men charged with the conduct of

our affairs at foreign Courts have a vital bearing

on the stability of our empire : when one of these

has united to the office of diplomatist the parts of

scholar, traveller, courtier, and sportsman ; when

he has added to the natural advantage of birth in

one of the oldest houses of our aristocracy, a charm

of manner and conversation which endeared him to

all his acquaintance ; when he has lived far beyond

the average human span in constant intercourse

with the most cultivated minds of his country,

and maintained throughout the high ideal of a

Christian gentleman, then I think that no apol-
ogy will be exacted for preparing a brief record

of his years.

It must be confessed that this has been at-
tempted under many disadvantages. Sir Charles

Murray, like many of us who have less to record,

sometimes began to keep a journal, but seldom

persevered for more than a few days. In vain his
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friends urged him in later life to undertake writing

out the reminiscences with which his mind was so

plentifully stored. It was not till he had passed
fourscore years that at Lady Murray's earnest

request he was persuaded to commit to paper a

personal narrative. The book is now before me

a promising quarto alas ! all but the first twenty

pages remain blank. In the last year of his life,

when penmanship had become too great an effort,

he was induced to begin afresh, dictating the

record to his niece. This also came to no good :

it is perhaps the noblest natures which have

least taste for autobiography talking of them-

selves.

Unwilling that the events of such a good and

actively useful life should pass utterly into oblivion,

Lady Murray has committed to me the task of

gathering out of the scattered papers which remain

something like a connected narrative. In attempt-

ing this I have been confronted with the great dis-
ability of not having known personally the subject

of the memoir, nor has it been possible to repair

this in any appreciable degree by the help of Sir

Charles's most intimate friends, nearly all of whom

have passed away. To some of those who knew

him in his later years his son, Mr Charles Murray,
M.P., Mr Eeginald Smith, and Mr Reginald Lucas
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I am indebted for much assistance, and offer
sincere thanks. But no writer ever felt more

keenly than I do that
" None can truly write his single day,
And none can write it for him upon earth."

Such as it is
,

this sketch of Sir Charles Murray's

long life is offered in the hope that it may afford

interest, not only from his own character and work,

but from his association with leading men and a

distant past.
HERBERT MAXWELL.

MONREITH, 1898.
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THE HONOUKABLE

SIR CHARLES MURRAY,

CHAPTEK I.

1806-1822.

LINEAGE, PARENTAGE, AND EARLY DAYS.

IN primitive times, and in the earlier stages of

the history of every nation, the convenient ex-

pedient of surnames to denote the members of

separate families was not adopted. The utmost

that was done was to distinguish between in-

dividuals bearing the same personal appellative

by mentioning their father's name, as in the

case of the two apostles James the son of Zebe-

dee and James the son of Alphseus, or in that

of the four kings of ancient Alban, all named

Constantine, and distinguished in the chronicles

by the patronymics of Mac Fergusa, Mac Cinaeta,
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