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PARISH OF LANARK.

PRESBYTERY OF LANARK, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. WILLIAM MENZIES, MINISTER.

I.—TorocrarHy AND NaTurar History.
L]

Name and Boundaries.—SoME trace the origin of the name
of this parish to the Latin terms Lana and arca, quasi the wool-
chest ; others to Lan-erig, the bank of the river; or to the Gaelic
words Lan, signifying a house, repository, or church, and deare, a
bilberry. A derivation equally probable is that given by Chalmers
in his Caledonia ; namely, from Llannerch, which in several places
in Wales is applied to a slip of level ground, or a vale.*

The parish lies pretty nearly in the centre of the county to
which it gives its name. It is of an irregular oblong form ; in the
south about 8, in the north about 5 miles broad. It is from 6 to
7 miles in length; and stretches along the eastern bank of the river
Clyde, which separates it on the south from Pettinain and Car-
michael, and on the west from Lesmahagoe The adjacent parish
on the north is Carluke, from which it is partly divided by Mashoch
burn. Carstairs bounds it on the east. The town of Lanark is
situated in 55° 34’ of north latitude, and 8° 5 of west longitude
from Greenwich. It may be considered as the central town of the
Lowlands, being 81 miles distant from Edinburgh, 85 from Stir-
ling, 25 from Glasgow, and 47 from Ayr.

Topogv-aphtcalAppearances — The ground nowhere risesinto any
eminence deserving the name of a hill. It may be described in

general as an elevated plateau, declmmg on the south and west

towards the River Clyde, sometimes in gentle slopes, sometimes
in steep declivities. From east to west, it is bisected by the
deep and irregular valley of the Mouss. The flat uplands on

* Several places in North Britain have the same name; thus Lendrich in Kil-’
madock ; Lendrich in Dumblane; Lendrich in Callander; Lendrich Hill in Fos-
saway ; and Drumlanrig, the former seat of the Duke of Queensberry ; all these ac-
cord with the colloquial name of Lanerk, and are probably from the same British
source.

LANARK. A



2 LANARKSHIRE.

either side of this valley, where they rise to the highest elevation.
at Lee moor on the north, and Lanark moor on the south, are pretty
nearly of the same heiglt,—being about 670 feet above the level
of the sea. The same valley presents two very remarkable chasms.
The river Mouss shortly after it enters the parish, near Cleghorn,
plunges into a deep ravine, which it seems to have formed through
the solid rock as a channel for its waters. Lower down, and
at little more than a mile from its junction with the Clyde, the
river, abruptly leaving its direct course, although the comparative
lowness of the ground seems favourable for its continuing in it,
again, by a sudden bend, seeks its way in a deep chasm through the
hill of Cartlane. This tremendous ravine is about half a mile in
length. It is composed of two faces of irregular, precipitous and
lofty rocks, and describes in its course a zig-zag line. Where-
ever the cliffs come prominently forward upon the one side, there
is a corresponding -recession on the other. The north bank is
about 400 feet high, the south is at least 100 feet lower. Va-
rious conjectures have been proposed as to the manner in which
this remarkable chasm was formed, but these it is unnecessary to
discuss or to notice in this place.

Meteorology—Climate.— Owing to the elevated situation of the
parish, there is at times very intense frost. A gardener in the
neighbourhood during several severe winters, comparing the cold
here with simultaneous observations made at Edinburgh and Glas-
gow, generally found it to be 10° more intense than at either of
these places. This applies, however, only to the uplands; for in
the lower situations, the frosts are less severe, and the snow dis-
appears much sooner than in most of the surrounding districts ;
and it is no uncommon thing to see the plough going on the banks
of the Clyde, while the ground cannot be broken in the adjacent
parishes. The seasons formerly varied with the soil along the banks
of the river. Where the subsoil is a hard rock, and the soil itself
light and gravelly, they were always remarkably early. But along
the north and east sides of the parish they used once to be prover-
bially late ; and there are persons still alive who have been known
to engage themselves to do the harvest work consecutively in both
situations in the same year. Since fencing, draining, and a better
mode of cultivation, however, have been introduced, this variation
has almost entirely disappeared.

Its central situation saves the parish alike from the fogs of
the eastern, as from the superabundant rains of the western coast.
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The atmosphere is much less humid than at Glasgow, and even
Hamilton. It has often been observed that not more than one
out of five of the spring and autumnal showers which rise duly
to windward pass over this parish, being either attracted by the
range of mountains to the south, or by the high wet ground on
the north-west ; and that the thunder storms which succeed the
summer droughts commonly drench all the neighbouring districts
before they reach this place. The prevailing winds are west and
south. The latter is generally attended by rain. Any permanent
drought usually begms with an east wind.

- Dyigeases.—Lanark is celebrated, and deserves its reputation, as

a remarkably healthy place,—an advantage for which it probably
is indebted to its open, dry, and elevated situation, and the absence
of all noxious effluvia. There is no endemical disease. Cases of
wen sometimes occur, and at particular seasons, especially in spring
and autumn, the variation of the temperature and the prevalence
of rain occasion all kinds of catarrhal complaints, such as colds,
sore-throat, &c. and likewise diseases of the viscera, chest, and abdo-
men often accompanied by fluxes and spasms. Typhus fever also
prevails more or less at these seasons. Yet, on the whole, the
quantity of disease is unusually small. In the village of New La-
nark, where the inhabitants are exclusively employed in the ma-
nufacture of cotton yarn, and exposed many hours at a time to the
inhalation of an atmosphere loaded with cotton flocculi and dust,
aumerous cases of pulmonary disease might be expected. Yet, on
consulting the medical records of that extensive establishment, such
cases are found to be much rarer, in proportion to the number of the
inhabitants, than in the neighbouring town. This may arise part-
ly from the equable temperature which is maintained in the rooms
of the manufactory, and partly from the low and sheltered situa-
tion of the place, exposing the inhabitants less to the influence of
those exciting causes which would bring the latent disease into
action.

Hydrography.— There is no extensive sheet of water in the pa-
rish. Lang-loch, to the south-east, is the largest. There are places,
however, which bear evident marks of having formerly been under
water, particularly the low valleyadjoining the house of Lee,amount-
ing to more than 100 acres.

The River Mouss, which we have mentioned as traversing the
parish from east to west, has its source in the northern parts of
Carnwath moor. It draws its contributions principally from fhe
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adjacent mosses, the dark colour of whose waters it retains, and
to that circumstance has probably been indebted for its name. It
is in general an insignificant stream, but is occasionally swelled by
copious rains into a powerful torrent. In summer, it is subject to
such decrease, as scarcely to be sufficient for supplying the nume-
rous mills erected upon its banks. 1Its course is irregular, westerly
in its direction, with a slight inclination to the south. After emerg-
ing from the rocks at Cleghorn, it finds a more expansive channel
through finely wooded banks, steep upon the south, and gently slop-
ing upon the northern side. On issuing from the Cartlane Craigs,
it pursues but a'brief course before it falls into the Clyde, opposite
the village of Kirkfield-bank.

Cartlane Craigs.— There are few specimens of rocky scenery in
the country to be compared with the Cleghorn, but more especially
the Cartlane Craigs. Even when seen from the walks which skirt
the summit of the precipice on either side, they present the most

- romantic views of bold and lofty rocks, combined in endless va-
riety with wood and water. But the traveller who visits this spat
in summer, (at which season alone the passage by the bed of the
river is practicable,) and will submit to the toil of an occasional
scramble over rocks, will enjoy the highest gratification. At every
turn of the river, a new and varying scene of rocky grandeur,
heightened by the accompaniments of the stream, and a rich and
varied foliage, bursts upon the view. The popular tradition, that
a cave in this ravine once afforded a refuge to the patriot Sir Wil-
liam Wallace, gives additional interest to the scene. It also afew
years ago received a new ornament by the erection of a bridge,
which spans the chasm at its lower extremity, with three arches,
and whose Roman simplicity and elegance are in the finest keeping
with the scenery around.

Clyde.—The Clyde is here a large and beautiful river. It ap-
proaches the parish from the east with a scarcely perceptible mo-
tion, after flowing through a long track of holm land, which, being
very little elevated above the bed of the stream, is liable occasion-
ally to be overflowed, and seems to have once formed the bottom
of an extensive lake, before the waters had warn their channel suffi-
cientlydeep to drainit. It then takes a long sweep towards the south
and south-west with a more accelerated motion ; the high grounds
advance on each side, and the channel becomes uneven and rocky.
But upon passing Hyndford Bridge, it assumes its former placid
aspect, and, receiving a considerable augmentation from one of its



LANARK. 5

principal tributaries, the Douglas Water, soon reaches the Boning-
ton Fall, where, in a divided stream, it is abruptly precipitated over
a ledge of rocks of about thirty feet of perpendicular height. Its
channel from this point, for about half a mile, is formed of a range of
perpendicular and equidistant rocks on either side, which are from
70 to 100 feet high, and which Mr Pennant has well characterized
as stupendous natural masonry. ' At Corehouse it encounters an-
other fall 84 feet in height, and immediately assumes a more tran-
quil character until it reaches a small cascade called Dundaf Lin,
about a quarter of a mile farther down. The banks now slope more
gently, sometimes covered with natural wood, and sometimes cul-
tivated to the water’s edge. This character it preserves for a dis-
tance of about three or four miles, until it reaches Stonebyres,
where it passes through another rocky ridge, and projects itself in
three leaps over a precipice of 80 feet in height. In its farther
course, which extends about a mile and a-half in this parish, the
stream in general flows quietly between gently sloping and beauti-
fully wooded banks.

The breadth and depth of the river vary at different places. At
the broadest a stone may be thrown across; and there is a spot
between the Bonington and Corra Falls where the whole volume of
its waters is so confined between two rocks, that an adventurous
leaper has been known to clear it at a bound. There are fords
which children can wade across, and pools which have never been
fathomed.

The scenery along the banks of the Clyde is acknowledged to
be scarcely equalled in this country, and rarely surpassed abroad.
It has for a long period attracted multitudes of admiring visitors
during the fine season, and still continues to be as much visited as
ever. The country above the falls is comparatively tame and un-
interesting. But from that point nothing can surpass the variety
and beauty of the prospects, which successively present themselves
to the eye of the traveller.

Waterfalls.— The waterfalls, however, are the chief objects of
attraction. The uppermost, called the Bonington Fall, is about
two miles and a-half distant from Lanark. The way lies for the most
part through the beautiful grounds of Bonington ; and, with a libe-
rality worthy of imitation, the Ross family, to whom the property
belongs, allow free access on every day but the Sabbath, and at all
hours, to the public, who find tasteful walks kept in the highest
order, and seats at every fine point of view for their accommodation.
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The upper is perhaps the least beautiful of the falls, owing to its
smaller height, and to the bareness of the southern bank above it.
Still, when seen from the point at which it first bursts upon the
view, it is very imposing; and the present proprietor, Lady Mary
Ross, by means of a bridge thrown across the north branch of the
stream, immediately above the precipice, and points of observation
happily selected, has secured some charming coups d’ocil to the ad-
mirers of nature. The Corra Lin, which is about half a mile far-
ther down, is generally allowed to be the finest of the three. Un-
til a few years ago, this splendid cascade could only be seen from
above. But fine although it must ever be from whencesoever con-
templated, all former views of it were greatly inferior to one which
the present proprietor has opened up. A flight of steps has been
formed along the face of the opposite rock. By this, the traveller
descends into a deep and capacious amphitheatre, where he finds
himself exactly in front, and on a level with the bottom of the fall.
The foaming waters, as they are projected in a double leap over
the precipice, the black and weltering pool below, the magnificent
range of dark perpendicular rocks 120 feet in height, which sweeps
around him on the left, the romantic banks on the opposite side,
the river. calmly pursuing its onward course, and the rich garniture
of wood with which the whole is dressed, combine to form a spec-
tacle with which the most celebrated cataracts in Switzerland and
Sweden will scarcely stand a comparison. The lower or Stonebyres
Fall, so named from the adjacent estate of Stonebyres, belonging
to the ancient family of Vere, it is unnecessary to describe. It has
great similarity in many of its features to the Corra Lin, and it is
sufficient to say, that, in the opinion of many it is even superior in
beauty.

Geology.— The parish lies upon a mass of old red sandstone,
which probably forms the basis of the country to the south and
east. This mass is composed of strata from a few inches to many
feet in thickness, having a considerable declination towards the east,
but upon the surface they generally follow the declination of the
ground in which they are situated. It is also divided by perpendi-
cular fissures, which become less perceptible as they descend be-
low the influence of the sun and air. In some places it is likewise
traversed by narrow dikes of trap rock, sinking perpendicularly, and
cutting the general stratification nearly at right angles. The trap
rock of these dikes is often disintegrated, or if solid, appearing
composed of a congeries of elliptical balls, and has evidently been
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in a state of fusion at the time of its formation. Many of the
internal crevices are filled with heavy spar, some of which is
found in a state of complete crystallization. On the lands of Jer-
viswood, a thick vein of quartz, intermixed with small veins of rich
iron ore, was discovered many years ago, which for some time raised
sanguine expectations that lead or other valuable minerals would
be found in its neighbourhood. But these expectations have not
yet been realized. The surface of the rock is very rugged and un-
even, consisting of several conical eminences, which sometimes rise
with a gentle ascent, and sometimes abruptly terminate, forming
precipices of several hundred feet in height.

No beds of coal have hitherto been discovered in the parish, except-
ing at the north-west end, where it encroaches for about half a mile
upon a coal district, and where all the minerals common to that
district are found to crop out, but in such shallow strata as to ren-
der their workingimpracticable. Carboniferous limestone is wrought
in considerable quantities in Craigend-hill, on the north-west cor~
ner of the parish, accompanied by a small seam of coal, but which
does not yield sufficient to burn the limestone. Nodules of clay-
ironstone are likewise found here imbedded in clay. Specimens of
petrified wood have also been met with in the limestone rock.
Small detached pieces of jasper have been picked up in the bed of
the Mouss, with ochre, and several other mineral productions,
which have probably been carried down by the river from the upper
part of the country. A detached and water-worn piece of limestone
was found near the old bridge upon the Clyde, containing petrified
shells resembling on a general view pholades and cockles. Masses
of freestone are frequent near the Chapel on the lands of Nemphlar,
and near Moussbank, where a quarry was opened some years ago,
but which has since been abandoned. Several attempts have been
made to discover coal upon the estate of Lee, and upon Lanark
moor, hitherto without success.

Few places present more evident traces of a deluge than the pa-
rish of Lanark. Hills of gravel, beds of clay, banks of sand, and
large masses of mud, are heaped together in the wildest confusion.
The uneven nature of the surface would naturally produce different
currents, which, meeting together, would form, at their junction,
beds of gravel; and, in the eddies betwixt them, banks of sand. In
more still water, mud or clay would be deposited according as the
waters were charged with a greater or less proportion of sand. “This
arrangement is very conspicuous along the banks of the Mouss and
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Clyde, from the Hyndford Bridge on the latter, but more espe-
cially at their confluence. Where the waters flowed over a less
rugged surface, a sort of hard till has been deposited, which is
scarcely pervious to water, and consequently renders the soil more
unproductive. Upon examining twenty stones taken promiscuously
from a gravel pit, there were found ten of the common red sandstone,
five of a hard kind of sandstone, and the other five of various kinds,
some of which are not found in masses in any part of the neigh-
bourhood. Detached pieces of granite are also found here, which,
notmthstandmg their hardness, have all the asperities rounded off,
proving that they must have rolled from a vast distance ; and in-
deed no rocks of the kind are known to exist within many miles of
the parish. These rocks are very much prized for curling-stones.
Marl has also been found at Bonington and Sunnyside, but has not
been dug to any extent.

Soil.—From what has been said, it is obvious that the soil must
vary with the subsoil. Accordingly, along the west end of the pa-
rish for nearly a mile in breadth, it is generally composed of a stiff
clay. Along the banks of the rivers it is light and gravelly. In
the east it is wet and clayey. Nemphlar and Cartlane moors con-
sist of a hard till, and this soil prevails more or less in all high
and exposed situations. It is the most stubborn of all kinds of
soil, .and has longest resisted the efforts of the farmer. = But
in every part of the parish, sometimes even in the same field,
all the different varieties of soil are found. In Lanark moor, in
the low grounds adjoining the house of Lee, and elsewhere, some
inconsiderable beds of moss are met with.

Roology.— The only cattle bred here are horses and cows, all of
the best kinds, for draught and dairy, which are sold young. There
are no sheep kept but by gentlemen for their private use. '

The only fish in the Mouss are minnow and trout. In the
Clyde, besides these, there are pike, eels, and very rarely perch.
The Stonebyres Fall arrests the further ascent of salmon. For-
merly two or three individuals in the town of Lanark used to
pick up a livelihood by catching and selling fish, but their business
has been much injured, and the sport ruined for amateur anglers,
by the numbers, who, owing to the dulness of trade, now engage in
it, and by the new and deadly tackle which they employ.

The common insects are wasps, gad-flies, gnats, and the goose-
berry, apple, and cabbage caterpillar. The cabbage caterpillar is
destroyed by sprinkling with powdered lime; the gooseberry ca-
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terpillar, by searching the centre of the bush near the ground at
the time when the leaves expand, and picking off such as are
found riddled, and full of holes. The apple and pear caterpillars
are of two kinds, the one a small green worm, with a black head,
that breeds in the blossom-bud and consumes its heart ; the bud
does not expand, but soon turns brown, and then the tree is said
to be fired. The cobweb, or, as it is called in some places, the
cotton caterpillar, is sometimes so very destructive, that the trees
in the month of June appear as bare as in January; if picked off
once a-day at the opening of the season they may be destroyed ;
as they surround themselves with a round ball of cobweb, they
are easily seen, and a few boys would soon clear an orchard. The
small black-headed caterpillar is less easily overcome; it does its
mischief before the blossom expands. Mr Sinclair, late gardener
at Bonington, discovered a method, by which for many years he
effectually saved his trees and bushes from these destructive insects.
It is to mix sifted lime in a tub with water, and by means of a
gardener’s engine to project this with force upon the plants; in
this manner, the moss upon the branches in which insects harbour
is destroyed.

Botany.—The recesses of Cartlane Craigs present a rich va-
riety of plants to the botanist; among which may be named
Berberis vulgaris, Pyrola rotundifolia, Pyrola minor, Sazifraga
oppositofolia and granulata, Prunus padus, Bird Cherry or Hawk-
berry, Spirea salicifolia, Rubus sazxatilis, Cistus Helianthemum,
Agquilegia vulgaris, Cardamine impatiens, Geranium lucidum, Oro-
bus sylvaticus, Vicia sylvatica, Doronicum pardalianches. There
are said to be a considerable variety of mosses of rare species above
the falls.

There are several large plantations in the parish, consisting
chiefly of Scotch, larch, and spruce fir. The grounds of Lee, Bo-
nington, and Cleghorn are ornamented with fine old trees, such as
oak, beech, larch, and lime. The banks of the Clyde and Mouss
are cevered with natural wood of various kinds, viz. oak, ash, hazel,
birch, alder, hawkberry, hawthorn, and mountain-ash.

Close to the House of Lee are two trees which deserve par-
ticular mention. The first is an oak of prodigious size. Accord-
ing to a late measurement, it was found to be 60 feet of perpendi-
cular height, and 30 in circumference, and to contain 1460 cubic
feet of wood. It is called the Pease tree; is understood to be a
relict of the ancient Caledonian forest, and still continues to ve-
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getate, although its huge trunk is hollowed to such a degree that ten
persons have been crammed into the excavation. The other is a
magnificent larch, said to have been one of the firs brought into
this country; it is 100 feet in height, and 18 in girth, containing
820 cubic feet of timber.

IL—CiviL HisTory.

Historical Notices.— There does not exist any ancient account
of this parish, The town is acknowledged to be of very great an-
tiquity ; but all the information we possess with respect to it in
former ages, consists in a few rare and incidental notices scattered
throughout the general histories of the country. It is supposed
to'be the Colenia of Ptolemy; a Roman road having passed
through, or near it, to its castle, on the south-west side. In subse-
quent ages, it must have been a place of considerable importance,
as may be inferred from the fact recorded by Buchanan, that, in
the year 978, Kenneth IL here held an assembly of the states of
the realm. That it was a royal town at a very early period is
certain ; for Malcolm IV., in granting a toft in Lanark, speaks of
it as in burgo meo ; and William, the successor of Malcolm, also
designates it his burgh. It possesses charters; the original one
erecting it into a royal burgh was granted by Alexander L; there
is also one by Robert L, dated at Linlithgow, the fourth year of
his reign ; another without date, by Alexander IIL ; a fourth by
the same monarch in the thirteenth year of his reign; there
are besides two by James V.; and a final one, confirmatory of
all the rest, given by Charles L, and bearing date 20th February
1632.

Chalmers is certainly wrong, when he says in his Caledonia,
that ¢ we hear nothing of any royal castle or place of royal resi-
dence in this city.” On a small artificially-shaped hill, between the
town and the river, at the foot of the street called Castle Gate, and
still bearing the name of the Castle hill, there stood in former times
beyond all doubt a royal castle. Tradition ascribes it to David 1.
It was the place from which the charter of William the Lion, in
favour of the town of Ayr, was dated in 1197. In the treaty ne-
gotiated in 1298, respecting the marriage of the niece of King
Philip of France, with the son and heir of John Baliol, the Castle
or Castelany of Lanark was mortgaged as part of the security for the
lady’s jointure. We hear of it as being in the thirteenth century
in the hands of English soldiers. Besides, there are places in the
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neighbourhood of the town which, even to thisday, bear the names of
King-son’s Know, King-son’s Moss, King-son’s Stane, which seems
to favour the tradition, that it was once a place of royal residence.

We have already mentioned the circumstance related by Bu-
chanan, although passed over in silence by Fordun, of Kenneth 1L
having in 978 summoned at Lanark a convention of the estates
of the realm ; the first of which there is any record in history.

In 1244, Lanark was burnt to the ground; a fate which befell
several other towns at the same period, and to which they were
liable from having been then built of wood. In 1297 it was the
scene of the first military exploit of Sir William Wallace, who
there slew William de Hesliope or Heselrigg, the English she-
riff, and expelled his soldiers from the town. It seems to have
been a garrisoned place in 1310, for we read of its having then
surrendered to King Robert Bruce, with Dumfries, Ayr, and
the Isle of Bute. On the 12th of January 1682, the Covenanters
here published a declaration, which Wodrow calls the first essay of
the ¢ societies united into a correspondence.” ‘This act roused the
indignation of the Privy-Council, who fined the town 6000 merks,
and issued processes against the freeholders for not preventing it,
nor seizing the parties concerned in it. Several persons were exe-
cuted at the place about the same time, and among the rest Wil-
liam Hervie, who was charged with being at Bothwell Bridge, and
publishing Wood's declaration. 'The grave of this person is still
seen in the churchyard of the parish, and is an object of great reve-
rence.

Lanark formerly enjoyed the privilege of keeping the standard
weights of the kingdom. An act of Parliament in 1617 parrates,
that of old, the keeping and out-giving of the weights to the
burghs and others was committed to this town, and charges it
again with the ¢ care of the weights.” The old standards are still
preserved. They are stamped with a spread eagle, with two heads,
the arms of the burgh, although some have supposed this to be a
foreign mark. In 1790, they were measured by Professor Robi-
son of Edinburgh; and, for the second time, about ten years subse-
quently, for the purpose of rectifying those of Edinburgh. It was
then discovered that the pound had lost something less than seven
grains English Troy, weighing 7618 instead of 7620 grains, which, in
terms of the act of Parliament 1618, it ought to have contained.
Dr Robison says, that this standard is better ascertained than any
other in Europe, except that of Brussels, and its copy at Paris.
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At the time of the union, a new set of weights was sent from Lon-
don to the burgh. They are of very handsome workmanship, and
are thusdated, “ Primo Maii Anno Dom. 1707—A. R.— An. Regni
vi.”” But by the act of 1826, these have been superseded by the in-
troduction of the imperial standard, and the ancient prerogative of
the town disannulled ; every burgh and county having been enjoin-
ed to procure and keep a set of standard weights.

Eminent Men.—Sir William Wallace was connected with this
parish, having resided in the town after his marriage with the co-
heiress of Lamington.—James Birnie, secretary to John Cassimir,
King of Poland, was the son of Mr William Birnie, who was ap-
pointed minister of Lanark in 1597.—Sir William Lockhart of
Lee, a great statesman and general under the Protector, and after-
wards Lord Justice-Clerk, was born in the parish, and received the
first rudiments of education at the school of Lanark.—The estate
of Jerviswood was the family property of Robert Baillie the martyr.
In the mansion-house, which is now fallen into decay, he found con-
cealment from the pursuit of his enemies, and is said to have owed
nis life upon one occasion, to a spider, which spun its web over the
door of the oven in which he was lurking, thus averting the sus-
picions of the soldiers.—Lithgow, the traveller, was born in this
parish, and lies buried in the churchyard ; but the site of his grave
is unknown.—Dr William Smellie, the celebrated accoucheur;
and the learned and ingenious General Roy, were both educated
at Lanark school, to which the former left as a memorial his va-
luable library, with L. 200 to build a room for its accommodation.
—Robert Macqueen, Lord Justice-Clerk for Scotland, was born
in the parish, and educated at the schools of Lanark.—Sir John
Lockhart Ross, so renowned in the naval chronicles of Great
Britain, as captain of the Tartar, although born in the adjacent
parish of Carstairs, acquired by his marriage with the late Lady
Ross Baillie, the beautiful property of Bonington in Lanark parish,
where he built the present mansion-house, and occasionally resided.
— Among other celebrated men, we must not omit the excellent
and pious Mr David Dale, founder of the village and manufactory-
of New-Lanark; nor his son-in-law, Robert Owen, who here exco-
gitated and made an abortive attempt to reduce to practice, his
wild theories for the renovation of society.

Land-owners.—The principal land-owners are Sir Norman
Macdonald Lockhart, Bart. of Lee ; Lady Mary Ross of Boning-
ton ; Mrs Elliot Lockhart of Cl:ghorn; George Baillie, Esq. of
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Jerviswood ; Thomas Young Howison, Esq. of Hyndford; the
Misses Carmichael of Smyllum Park ; Walker and Company of
New Lanark ; Sir Richard Honyman of Huntly Hill; Archibald
Nesbit, Esq. of Carfin; Alexander Gillespie, Esq. of Sunnyside.
Besides these, there are 65 smaller heritors in the out-parish, and
100 in the in-parish, possessing burgh lands.

Parochial Registers.— The parochial registers consist of 14 vo-
lumes; 7 of births, and 7 of marriages. The date of the earliest
entryis 1647. The session records reach no farther back than 1699.

Antigquities.—The Castle-Hill, which we have already mention-
ed as a small mount in the immediate vicinity of the town, towards
the river, is supposed to have been originally a Roman castellum ;
and General Roy mentions a fine silver Faustina as having been
found here. But at present there is scarcely left-a single vestige
either of the ancient Roman work, or of the royal castle, which in
later times occupied its site. It has been converted into a bowl-
ing-green.

There are remains of two Roman camps in the neighbour-
hood of Lanark. The most considerable is not far from Cleg-
horn-house, and was thought by General Roy to have been the
work of Agricola. It measures 600 yards in length, and 420 in
breadth, and at the south-west angle has a small post or redoubt.
The other is situated upon the Lanark moor, on the opposite side
of the Mouss, and is within a mile of one in the adjoining parish
of Carstairs, apparently of later construction, and of which the
vestiges are much more distinct. Through this passed the great
Roman road from Carlisle to the wall of Antoninus, leaving the
camp at Cleghorn upon the right.

About half a mile below Lanark, upon an elevated situation on
the banks of the Mouss, stands the picturesque remnant of a lofty
tower, of which little or nothing is known. The eminence is called
Castle Hill, and from it the Lockharts of Cambusnethan take
their title.

On the very brink of Cartlane Craigs, and overhanging a pre-
cipice of above 200 feet of perpendicular height, are to be seen
the vestiges of an old stronghold, called by some the Castle of the
Quaw, probably from the Gaelic cuas or cave. Neither history
nor tradition has preserved any record of what this was, or of the
date of its erection. And it is only remarkable for certain subter-
raneous caves or arched ways of rather a singular description, which
have probably given the place its name. One of them was ex-
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plored by Mr Lockhart, who has given a description of it in the
former Statistical Account. He there argues,from the absence of all
traces of lime, that it must have been of a date anterior to the in-
troduction of the use of mortar by the Romans. Another person
to whom it was shown was of a different opinion, and says, that the
arch appeared to him more like the work of some cow-herd boy
than anything else.

Old Churck.— About a quarter of a mile to the south-east of the
town, and seen from all the country around, rise the beautiful ruins
of the old parish church. There still remain traces to show that
it must have been a building of great elegance. Six fine Gothic
arches, supporting a wall which seems to have separated the body
of the church from a side aisle, along its whole length, are at pre-
sent standing. It is altogether unknown by whom, and at what
exact period this fabric was erected ; but Chalmers, in his Cale-
donia, has collected some interesting particulars with respect to it
which had previously fallen into oblivion. It appears to have been
in existence at the beginning of the twelfth eentury, before the
re-establishment of the bishoprick of Glasgow by Prince David,
and was dedicated to Kentigern, the patron saint of that city, and
founder of the episcopate. In 1150, David I. granted it, with
its tithes and pertinents, to the monastery of Dryborough,—a grant
which subsequent monarchs successively confirmed, and which was
afterwards extended to a chapel at Cleghorn. In 1297, Blind
Harry alludes to it, making his hero pass

“ On from the kirk that was without the town.”
The canons of Dryborough continued in possession of it, drew the
revenues, and served the cure by establishing a vicarage until the
period of the Reformation. In 1589-90, the presbytery passed a
resolution ¢ that the kirk of Lanerk should be removed from the
auld place to a situation within the town.”—¢ Notwithstanding of
this resolution,” says Chalmers, ¢ the kirk still remains in the old
place, and continued to be the parish church until 1777, when a
new one was built in the middle of the town.” Long before this
period, however, it had fallen into a ruinous state, and had ceas-
ed to be used for public worship. The inhabitants of the town
attended Divine service in the chapel of St Nicholas, which de-
volved to the burgh at the Reformation, and in which the lofts
and galleries were set apart for the magistrates and corporations.
It seems impossible to ascertain at what precise period the old
church was abandoned as a place of public worship. In former
4
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times it seems to have had various altars; one consecrated to the
holy cross, was styled the Ruid Altar, and another to the Virgin,
Our Lady’s Altar. To the chaplain who served the latter, James
IV. granted in mortmain a tenement in Lanark, which had fallen to
him by royal right. The charter is thus noted in the general index
of charters in the Register office. ¢ Willielmo Clerkson, capellano
moderno ad altare gloriosissimee Virginis Marie, infra ecclesiam
parochialem de Lanark,” dated Lanark, 18th October 1500. In-
the reign of Robert IIL John Simpson, a burgess of the town,
founded and endowed a chaplainary in this church. The ground
around it continues as of old to be the parish cemetery. For a num-
ber of years it was abandoned to shameful neglect; and the hands
of mischievous boys co-operated with time in accelerating the de-
struction of the venerable ruin. Its appearance has also suffered very
materially by the erection of an ugly square tower in the centre,
for the accommodation of grave.watchers. But better feelings
have lately prevailed. The churchyard has been enclosed with a
wall; and a small fund was raised for the purpose of using means
to prevent the total dilapidation of the ancient pile. Considera-
ble repairs were made, which it is hoped will uphold it a century
or two longer to grace the spot where so many generations of La-
narkers repose. *

Before the Reformation there were various chapels in this pa-
rish, of which, however, there remain at the present day scarcely
any other memorial than the tradition of their existence, and the
names which they have given to the spots at or near which they
were situated. +

¢ If the dead were conscious of what takes place above them, the ashes of at least
one of the sleepers in this churchyard must have been disturbed by the profanations
which used to take place in it. I allude to Mr William Birnie, of whom it is said
in Nesbit's Heraldry, that when of age, and after three years study abroad, he was,
upon the 26th of December 1597, presented by King James VI. to the parish of
Lanark. An interesting reprint of an old and learned work of this person, entitled
¢ The Blame of Kirk Burial, tending to persuade to Cemeterial Civilitie,” has late-
ly been made by William Turnbull, Esq. advocate. The author, in quaint but
powerful language, inveighs against the practice of burying in the area of ehurches,
but delivers many admirable sentiments on the honour due to the resting-places of
the dead. It would appear that in his day the ecolesiastioal profession required more
various and extensive accomplishments than are now deemed necessary, or even be-
_coming in clergymen. For it is said of Mr Birnie, ¢ that he not only learnedly
preached the gospel in this parish, but, because of the several quarrels and feuds .
amongst the gentlemen, was obliged many times, as he well could, to make use of
his sword.”
" 4+ Some notices respecting the chapels of St Nicholas, 8t Leonards, and the cha-
pels at Cleghorn and East Nemphlar, will be found in the original MS.
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In the mansion-house at Bonington are preserved a few inte-
resting relics of Sir William Wallace, of whose family the Rosses
claim to be the representatives in the female line. These were
brought from the old castle of Lamington. A portrait there
shows the chieftain in look and features much as he is repre-
sented in the common pictures. There is also a broad oake.
seat, which has borne from time immemorial the name of Wallace’s
Chair. The four large posts which compose its frame-work, and
of which the two at the back are considerably higher than those
in front, are the only parts which have any claim to antiquity, and
certainly are sufficiently rude for the fourteenth century. All the
rest together, with the bear skin with which it has been covered,
are modern additions. A third object is a small oaken cup, called
Wallace’s quaigh, evidently of very great antiquity. *

Lee-penny.— The most celebrated antiquity, however, which we
have to mention is the Lee-penny. This isa smalltriangular stone,
of what kind, a lapidary, to whom it was shown, confessed himself
unable to determine. In size, it is about half an inch on each side,
and is set in a piece of silver coin, which, from the traces of a cross
still discernible, is supposed to be a shilling of Edward the First.
The traditional history of this gem is as follows :—King Robert
Bruce had ordered, that after his death his heart should be carried
to the Holy Land, and one of those who joined the expedition, ap-
pointed to carry the royal wish into effect, was Sir Simon Lockard
of Lee. To defray his expenses, he borrowed a sum of money
from Sir William de Lindsay, prior of Ayre, to whom he granted
a bond of annuity for L. 10 upon his estate of Lee. This bond,
bearing date 1323, is still preserved amongst the family papers.
As a memorial of his services upon this occasion, the family name
of Locard was changed into Lock-heart or Lockhart, and he ob-

Among the minor antiquities may be mentioned the church bell. It was removed
from the old to the present parish church, and has been several times refounded. It
bears the date of these. The first is 50 early as 1110 ; the second 1659 ; and the last
1740.

® Its history is thus recorded in verse upon the silver hoop which encircles the
edge :—

At Torwood 1 was cut from that known tree,
Where Wallace from warres toyls took sanctarie.
For Mars's sonnes I'm only now made fitt,
When with the sonnes of Bacchus they shall sitt.

Sir Walter Scott, in the Tales of a Grandfather, mentions bis having forty years ago
examined the roots of the oak here alluded to, which at that time were all that remain-
ed of it.
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tained for arms a heart within a lock, with the motto, €orda serata
pando. Sir Simon is said in this journey to have taken prisoner a
Saracen chief, for whose liberty his lady offered a large sum of
money. In counting it out, she happened to drop the gem from
her purse, and showed such eagerness in recovering it as drew the
knight’s attention, and raised his curiosity to learn what it was.
Being told of its remarkable virtues, he refused to liberate the
husband, unless it were added to the ransom. With this demand
the lady unwillingly complied, and thus the talisman came into the
possession of the family with whom it has ever since remained.
Formerly it bore a very high and extensive celebrity for extraor-
dinary medicinal properties. Water in which it had been but dipt
was supposed to be an effectual remedy for all diseases of eattle,
and has been sent for as far as the northern counties of England.
It was also considered to be a specific against hydrophobia. The
most remarkable instance of its efficacy in that distemper was the
cure of a Lady Baird of Saughton-hall, near Edinburgh, who, by
using draughts and baths of it, recovered from the bite of a mad
dog, after, it is said, hydrophobia had actually begun. When the
plague was last at Newcastle the inhabitants borrowed the Lee-
penny, giving a large sum in trust for the loan, and so convinced
were they of its good effects, that they were willing to forfeit the
deposit and retain possession.*

® Various, of course, are the opinions held as to whether these virtues are real or
imaginary, natural or miraculous. The following authority upon the subjeet is per-
haps curious enough to deserve a place :—

“ Copy of an Act of the Synode and Assembly apud Glasgow the 25th of October,
Synode Session 2d.

“ Quhilk daye amongest the referies of the Brethern of the ministrie of Lanark, it
was propondit to the Synode, that Gawen Hammiltoune of Raploch had preferit ane
complaint before them agaiust Sir Thos Lockhart of Lee, anent the superstitious
using of ane stone set in silver for the curing of deseased cattel, qulk the said Gawen

- affirmed could not be lawfullie used,—and that they had deferit to give any desisioune
therin till the advise of the Assemblie might be heard concerning the same. The As-
blie baving inquerit of the maner of using therof, and particularlie understood
be examinatioune of the said Laird of Lie and otherwise, that the custom is onlie to
cast the stone in suine water, and give the deseasit cattel ther-af to drink, and yt the
same is done wt-out using onie wordes, such as charmers use in their unlawful prac-
tissess,—and considering that in nature they are monie thinges scin to work strange
effect, grof no humane witt cau give a reason, it having pleasit God to give unto
stones and herbes a special virtues for the healling of mony infirmities in man aund
beast, —and advises the Brethern to surccase thair process, us qr-in they perseive no
ground of offence,—and admonishes thé szid Laird of Lic in the using of the said
stone, to tak heid it be usit heir after wt. the least scandall that possiblie maybe.
LANARK. B '
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Modern Buildings.— There are several very handsome seats in
the parish. The lordly-looking mansion of Lee, the seat of Sir
Norman Macdonald Lockhart, was renovated a few years ago,
after a design of Mr Gillespie Graham. The style is castellated.
Its principal ornament is the lofty Gothic hall in the centre, which
replaces the open court of the old house, rises high above the rest
of the building, and is lighted by twelve windows, three on each
side near the roof.

Bonington, the jointure house of Lady Mary Ross, is an elegant
modern mansion, delightfully situated within a quarter of a mile from
the Corra Lin. It was lately much improved by the addition of a
handsome porch in front, also from a design of Mr Gillespie
Graham.

Smyllum, a spacious mansion of imposing appearance, was built
about twenty years ago. It is in the castle style; and stands in a
high and very conspicuous situation half a mile above the town.

Cleghorn is an old and comfortable dwelling-house, finely situ-
ated upon the north bank of the Mouss, and surrounded with fine
wood.

Sunnyside Lodge is an elegant English villa, beautifully placed
upon the steep bank of the Clyde, about a mile and a-half below
Lanark. A particular point in the avenue commands one of the
richest and most extensive prospects in the country.

Many of the houses in Lanark have been rebuilt within the last
ten years, in rather a handsome style, which has greatly improved
its appearance, although it has deprived it of its ancient title to
be considered a finished town. The best house in it was built a
few years ago by the Commercial Bank for the accommodation of a
thriving branch of their business. The stones principally used are
rag and freestone, the former from quarries near the town; the
latter is brought from the adjoining parishes of Lesmahagoe and
Carluke. The Auchinheath and Maingill quarries yield a stone
which is found not to bear exposure to the weather. A new quarry
has lately been opened at Pittfield, on the road to Carluke, the
rock of which promises fair, but has not yet been sufficiently tried.
Lime is brought a distance of four miles from Craigend-hill.

Extract out of the Bookes of the Assemblie holden at Glasgow, and subscribed by
thair clerk at thair command,
* M. Roserr Youxa,
¢ Clerk to the Assemblic at Glasgow.”
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IIL.—PopuLATION.
In 1755 the population amounted to 2284 by Dr Webster’s return.

In 1781 - - - 2360 Chalmers’s Caledonia.
In 1792 - - 4751  Old Statistical Account.
In 1794 - - - 4905 '

In 1796 - - - 4761 %leen by Mr Menzies.

In 1800 - - - 5108) °

In 1811 - - - - 6067

In 1821 - - - - 7085

In 1831 7672

The great increase observable between 1781 and 1792 took
place chiefly in consequence of the erection and prosperity of the
cotton manufactory at New Lanark ; but it is in some measure also
to be ascribed to the 1mprovement and extension of trade, manu-
factures, and agriculture in general.

The number of the population at present residing in the town,
4266; in New Lanark, 1901 ; in the country, 1505 ; total, 7672.

The nobility and persons of independent fortune in the parish
amount to 10.

There are 16 persons who possess land of the yearly value of
L. 50 and upwards,—besides the burgh of Lanark, and the Com-
pany at New Lanark. .

1. Number of families in the parish, - - - - - 1540
of families chiefly employed in agriculture, - 93
chiefly employed in trade, mmuﬁctura, or handicraft, 1197
2. The average number of births yearly, for the last 7 years, (exclusive of dis-
senters,) - . - - - - - mg
of marriages, - - - -

of deaths in 1830, - - - - |58

Belonging to the parish are 4 insane persons kept in asylums;
4 fatuous; 6 blind, 3 of whom are resident, and 3 are kept inasy-
lums; 2 deaf and dumb.

Families which have for several generations been domiciled in
the town are remarked to be in general small in stature compared
with the population of the country district, who are tall and robust.

Character, Habits, and Customs of the People.— Within the last
forty years the language of the people has improved much, and
especially of late among the young. The natives have a striking
peculiarity of accent, which cousists in lengthening the last syllable,
raising the voice upon it, and adding the sound of an a.

Palm Saturday was observed as a holiday at the grammar-
school until within the last thirty years. The scholar who pre-
sented the master with the largest Candlemas offering was ap-
pointed king, and walked in procession with his life-guards



20 LANARKSUIRE.

and sergeants. The great and little palm branches of the Salix
caprea in flower, and decked with a profusion of daffodils, were
carried behind him. A handsome embroidered flag, the gift of a
lady in the town to the boys, was used on this festival. The day
concluded with a ball.

On the Lanemar or Landmark-day, there are processions to in-
spect the marches of the town lands. As a method of impressing
the boundaries upon the memory, all persons who attend for the
first time are ducked in the river Mouss, in the channel of which
one of the march-stones is placed : and horse and foot races take
place upon the moor. It is a day of great festivity.

The people are, upon the whole, cleanly in their habits. But the
late severe depression in the weaving trade has reduced great num-
bers to such a state of destitution as calls for the liveliest sympathy.
They notonly want decent clothing, but can hardly procure sufficient

“food. At the cotton-works the people are well dressed, and live
in general very comfortably. In all parts of the parish, oat-meal
porridge for breakfast, potatoes with herrings for dinner, and again
porridge or potatoes for supper, form the usual diet of the labour-
ing-classes. Tea is used whenever it can be afforded. Poaching
prevails to a considerable extent, with its usual bad effects.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— As much of the land in the
parish, both arable, waste, and in wood, has never been measured, it
is only by approximation that the following results have been

obtained :
Arable acres, Scotch statute measure, 6300

Unecultivated, - - 1200
Town common, - - 600
Under wood, - - - (£10]
Planted as orchards, - - a6

Of late years there has bcen very little planting in this parish,
and that little confined to the estates of Lee and Cleghorn. An
intelligent nurseryman in the place says, that the forest trees plant-
ed in the whole of the upper ward of Lanarkshire amount to
700,000 and 900,000 annually for the last ten years. These
have been in the proportion of two parts of larch to one of spruce
and Scotch fir. The larch is found to grow best upon the high
lands, and is of more value to the planter, and hence is now in far
greater demand than about twenty-five ycars ago.  Little oak, ash,
elm, or hard-wood, of any kind is planted, except in the more shel-
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tered situations, as it is found they seldom come to perfection on
the light heathy lands. ‘

Rent, Prices, Wages, §c.—The average rent of arable land is
L. 1, 8s. per Scotch statute acre; the average price of a cow’s
grazing on good land, L. 4; on inferior, L. 1, 10s.; that of an ox
varies from L.3 to L. 3, 10s. The common labourer’s wages is
9s. per week; women get ls. per day.

Breeds of Live Stock.— There are no store-farms in the parish.
The cattle are all of the Ayrshire breed, and, owing to the pre-
miums given by the agricultural societies, they are greatly improved.

Husbandry.— A great part of the arable land is said to be unfit
for green crop. After four or five years pasture, it is top-dressed
and two crops of oats taken, with the last of which grass seeds are
sown. It is then again pastured for four or five years. About a
fourth part of it, however, is of a very superior description. It is
cultivated with a rotation of fout years—1st, oats; 2d, green crop,
consisting of potatoes, turnips, or beans; 8d, wheat or barley; 4th,
hay. It is then pastured one or two years, but in many cases not
at all. The land of the orchards is generally cropped in a simi-
lar manner, but is dug instead of being ploughed ; and, instead of
its being pastured, a hay crop is taken.

A good deal has been done in the way of irrigation, principally
at Cleghorn, and likewise in draining at the joint expense of land-
lord and tenant.

The leases being for nineteen years are favourable to the occu-
pier, and the rents are in general well paid. The farms are all
small, and the buildings and enclosures indifferent.

Quarry.— There is only one lime quarry in the parish, which is
wrought partly by open cast, and partly by mining. It produces
7000 bolls annually, and has a seam of coal eighteen inches thick,
capable of burning about one-third part of the lime.

Produce.— As various courses of cropping are adopted, and the
land is of very unequal quality, the average value of the gross

produce can only be given in a very vague approximation :
Grain, - L. 15,500
Green crop, - 2,275
Hay, - - 1,625
Pasture, - - 3,287
Orchards, * - - 300
Plantations, - - 600
Lime, - - 700

L.24287 0 O

¢ Fifteen yeary ago, the orchards would have brought double the sum ; but of late,

coCooocC
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Moanufactures.— Cotton-spinning.—The principal manufacture
in the parish is cotton-spinning at New Lanark. The establish-
ment formerly acquired very extensive notoriety, under the super-
intendence of Mr Robert Owen, son-in-law of David Dale, the
original founder. But in 1827, that gentleman ceased to have any
iuterest in the business, which has since been camed on under the
firm of Walker and Company.

There are 1110 persons employed in this manufacture, of whom
about 60 are mechanics and labourers.  Children are not admitted
into the factory under ten years of age. The hours of work are
eleven and a quarter daily throughout the year, whatever be the
state of trade. The people are very comfortably supported,—are
in general healthy,—and, in comparison with other estabhshments
of the kind, remarkably decent in behaviour.

Weaving.— Another extensive branch of manufacture in the
parish is weaving, in which 873 persons are engaged; 702 in the
town, and 171 in the country. This trade is at the very lowest
ebb, and scarcely yields the means of support to those who are
employed in it. There are a few of the weavers who, being in
the prime of life, and endowed with superior strength and skill,
can gain 8s. a-week ; but to do this, they must sit from fourteen
to sixteen hours a-day, and the exertion soon ruins the health of
the most robust. The common wages scarcely average 6s. per
week, from which a drawback must be made of 1s. 8d.; 10d.
for loom-rent, 3d. for light, and 2d. for carriage of the web. Men
advanced in life, dispirited by the remembrance of better times,
may make about 3s. 6d. The only addition to this miserable pit-
tance is what their wives can earn by winding the waft upon pirns,
and which varies from 6d. to 1s. 3d. per week.*

When threé or four in one family are employed, and the joint
gains are under the management of a thrifty wife, they are able to
make a-tolerable shift. But nothing can exceed the misery of
those who have themselves and a family to support by their single-
handed industry. The misery they have suffered has had the un-
happy but too common effect of plunging some of them into care-
less and dissipated habits; but the majority are well behaved and
intelligent men, and bear their hardships with commendable pa-

the value of fruit has been gradually falling, partly owing to the larger quantities
produced, and partly to its being brought from other districts to Glasgow by means
of steam-vessels, with greater safety and expedition than formerly.

¢ Since the above was written, the condition of the weavers has becn considerably
improved,—in q of the eheay of provisions, a greater supply of work,
and a small advance on the price of the yard.




LANARK. 23

tience. The following fact will illustrate the melancholy depres-
sion of this branch of industry. On Martinmas fair day 1812, a
general strike took place, and continued for nine weeks, because
a certain description of work, 1200 policuts, fell from 8d. to 6d.
per yard. For the last three years, the same description of work
has been, upon an average, at 1}d. Accustomed at the former pe-
riod to better days, the weaver belleved that 6d..was too low a rate
to afford him a livelihood, and it is only because it came upon them
gradually that they have been able to survive the present depres-
sion. Forced by the pressure of immediate want, they are accus-
tomed to put their children of both sexes upon the loom at the
early age of nine or twelve, by which means their numbers are con-
tinually augmenting, and the evil is increased.

Shoemaking, &c.— There are in the parish 96 shoemakers. This
trade is at present in as flourishing a condition as was ever known.
The weekly wages which a tradesman actually gains average 8s. ;
but, with steadiness and skill, he may easily increase them to 12s.
Boots and shoes for foreign export are occasionally made here.

The tailors are 24 in number, and their wage is about 9s. per
week. There are 51 wrights and 34 masons, who gain about 14s.
per week. Occasionally more are required than live in the place,
but they are easily procured from the adjoining parishes. Build-
ing is rather expensive, in consequence of the distant carriage of
the materials. There are in the parish 13 smiths, 14 bakers, 8
butchers, 45 young females employed in mantua-making, 120 in
embroidering gymp lace. Three brewers carry on business to a
considerable extent in the town. There are three mills, two of

which are for grinding flour.

V.—ParocHiaL EcoNomy.

Town and Villages.— The town of Lanark stands in nearly the
centre of the parish. It is under the government of magistrates,
who employ five or six town-officers. A large body of constables
can likewise be called out when occasion requires. Here the prin-
cipal business transactions of the surrounding district are carried
on. There are marketson Tuesday and Saturday; the former in
general is very numerously attended. In Lanark, as the county
town, the Sheriff and Justice of Peace courts are held, and the elec-
tion of the member of Parliament for the county takes place.

New Lanark is a large and handsome village, lying on the south-
west from the town. It stands low upon the river side, and is com-
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pletely surrounded by steep and beautifully wooded hills. It owes
its existence to David Dale, who built the first millin 1784. It has
always been and still continues a remarkably thriving manufactory.

There are, besides, three considerable hamlets,— Cartland in the
north-west, Nemphlar in the west, and Hyndford Bridge-end in the
south-east quarter of the parish.

Means of Communication.—The parish enjoys the most ample
means of communication. There is a post-office ; fifteen miles of
turnpike road traverse the parish in different directions. In the fine
season, a stage-coach goes to and from KEdinburgh every lawful
day; in winter, three times a-week. There is also a stage coach
to Glasgow, in summer twice, and in winter once a-day,—besides a
number of carriers.

There are two bridges over the Clyde. The old bridge, about
a mile below the town, is of a very indifferent description. It was
built about the middle of the seventeenth century, at an expense
of L. 56, 11s, 7d., which was raised by private contributions and
parochial collections.*

The New or Hyndford Bridge, a little more than two miles from
the town, is remarkable for its elegance. Over the Mouss, there
are no fewer than five bridges, at Cleghorn, at Lockhartford, at
Cartlane Craigs, and two at Mouss Mill. The Cartlane bridge
was built in 1822, from a design of Mr Telford, engineer, and is
one of the most beautiful in the country. The height from the
bed of the river to the parapet is 125 feet, and to the spring of the
arch 84. It has three arches of 52 feet span each.

One of the bridges at Mouss Mill is very ancient and curious;
it has a semicircular arch. When the new one was built, this was
condemned to be demolished, but, being an object of considerable
beauty, it was purchased for L. 50, and preserved by Michael Lin-
ning, Esq. and is a great ornament to his beautiful little property
in the vicinity.

Ecclesiastical State— Patronage of the Parish.— The patronage

¢ The following extract from the presbytery records connected with this bridge is
curious. “ March 20th 1649.—It is ordained the act of Parliament which is granted
in favour of the town of Lanark for building a bridge at Clydesholm,—a work of
great ity and publi nment, be presented to the synod that we may have
the help and advice of the synod for the furtherance of the work. April 19th 1649.
—The brethren, after their return from the synod, report to the baillies of Lanark
being then present, law willing, all the brethren of the synod were to further the work
of building a bridge at Clydesholm by a contribution of their several parishes,—and
desires the baillies not to neglect speedily to go on with the work, which the presby-
tery will further all they can.”
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is in the hands of the Crown; but from the time of Charles II. it
had been claimed by the family of Lee. The Laird of Lee, in
1748, granted a presentation in favour of the Rev. Robert Dick,
one of thé most pious and learned ministers ever belonging to the
church of Scotland, the king presenting at the same time the Rev.
James Gray. The people, unjustly prejudiced against the former
presentee, tumultuously opposed his induction, for which several of
them were tried. ‘The civil question of right was at that time
brought before the Court of Session, and decided in favour of the
Laird of Lee; but, upon an appeal to the House of Lords, this
decision was reversed, and the Crown has since exercised the pa-
tronage.

The parish church is situated in the middle of the town, and
is in so far convenient for the large majority of the population, al-
though a few families residing at the extremities of the parish may
be between four and five miles distant from it. It was built in
1774. For many years back it had been in a very dilapidated
state. During last autumn, however, it underwent considerable
repairs, by which it has been greatly improved.®

Elegant silver communion cups were anciently presented to the
church by the Laird of Lee. Lady Ross Baillie likewise present-
ed the church with a handsome baptismal bason, a clock, and a
pair of stoves, and in other ways also contributed to its comfort.

By the original contract, the church should have been seated to
accommodate 2300 persons. But such a number would scarcely
find room. There are about 100 free sittings, and these might
easily be increased, if necessary, by benches along the passages.

The manse was built in 1757. It received repairs and an addi-
tion in 1811, and is now in a tolerably comfortable state.

® The following is a list of the ministers of Lanark since the Reformation :
David Cuningham about 1562

John Leverance, 1567

James Raitt, - 1574

William Birnie from 1597 to about 1615

William Livingstone 1614 .— 1641

Robert Birnie - 1643 — 1691
In the Second Charge.

James Kirkton - 1655 —— 1657

John Bannatyne - 1688 — 1707

John Orr - - 1708 —— 1748

Robert Dick - 1750 — 175%

James Gray - 1755 —— 1793

William Menzies - 1793

The presbytery records commence in 1620.
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The glebe is four acres in extent, and is worth about L. 16 per
annum. The amount of the stipend is 19 chalders, half barley, half
meal, with L.20 for communion elements.

There is no chapel of ease attached to the Established church,
although one is much needed, especially at New Lanark.

The dissenters have three places of worship in the town,—one
Relief, the others belonging to the Burghers. One of the dissent-
ing clergymen is promised L.120, another L.100, and the third
L. 60 per annum.

As many families and persons frequent the Established church
as can procure seats; and here and at the Relief Chapel divine
service is well attended. The average number of communicants
at the Established church is 1100.

Religious Societies.— There is a Bible society and a ladies’ Bible
association in the parish. Previously to 1827, they were accus-
tomed to send their funds to the British and Foreign Bible Society.
‘But since that period they have deemed it more proper to employ
them otherwise ; and to different institutions and societies for the
spread of the gospel, they have contributed the following sums :—
In 1827, L.100; in 1828, L.70; in 1829, L. 80; in 1830, L.40;
in 1831, L.20; in 1832, L. 20.

There is likewise a missionary society ; but neither this nor any
other institution of the kind is now prospering as it ought, and what
they have been able to effect has been in consequence of handsome
legacies left them by a benevolent lady. Formerly, the private
subscriptions and collections at the church door for religious and
charitable purposes were wont to be liberal, but of late years they
have unhappily very much decreased.

Education.— The number of schools in the parish is 12, none
of which is parochial. One is endowed, and one is supported by a
society.

The grammar-school once enjoyed high celebrity as a seminary
of education. The rector’s salary amounts to L. 40; that of the assist-
ant is L.20. The wages are 4s. per quarter for Latin; and 2s. 6d. for
English, writing and arithmetic 1s. more. Connected with this school
there are twenty-eight bursaries; nine of them were endowed in
1648 by Mr John Carmichael, commissary of Lanark, who mort-
gaged the lands of Batiesmains for the purpose. The rest were
endowed by one of the Earls of Hyndford, by the family of Maulds-
lie, and by a former chamberlain of the name of Thomson. The

patronage of these bursaries is in the hands of the magistrates.
3
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They are of different value, and, after the payment of the school
fees, may leave about L. 2 or L.8 over, for the support of each of
the boys who enjoy them. This school possesses a library, which
we have already noticed as having been left to it by Dr William
Smellie; but, as the books are principally medical, it is of little use.

Some years ago a benevolent lady of the name of Wilson en-
dowed a free school in the town of Lanark for the instruction of
fifty poor children. The sum mortgaged was L. 1200.

The subscription school has long been well managed, and is a
blessing to the place.

The teachers of the Nemphlar and Cartlane schools have each
an allowance of L.5 yearly from the heritors. At New Lanark
there is a day-school, frequented by about 500 children, who re-
ceive instruction in the ordinary branches, more suitable to their
rank of life than the ornamental accomplishments to which, under
a former management, an exclusive attention had been paid.

In general the people are alive to the benefits of education.
There is no part of the parish so distant as to be out of the reach
of a school, and no additional schools are required.

Libraries.—There is a subscription library on a small scale,
which is tolerably flourishing. There are also two circulating
libraries in the town. Several efforts have been made to set a week-
ly periodical agoing, but hitherto without success. A reading-room
was attempted some years ago, but failed.

Benevolent Societies.—There is at Lanark a brotherly society,
to which about 100 persons subscribe. Its object is the reiief of
members when in distress, and at the present moment five are re-
ceiving assistance from it. It would probably have declined like
other institutions of the kind in this place, but the funds were laid
out in the purchase of three roods of land in the vicinity of the town,
which is advantageously feued, and to this it owes its continuance.
There were once many more such societies; but two or three years
ago a groundless alarm, that Government meant to seize upon their
funds, produced their immediate dissolution.

At New Lanark, a sick society for the same benevolent object
is in existence. The maximum contribution is 8d. weekly ;
rate of alimeat when sick, 7s. 6d.; when recovering, 5s.; superan-
nuated, 3s. Besides these there are 3 funeral societies in the
parish, 1 in Lanark, and 2 in New Lanark. On the death of a
member or his wife, the family receives L. 4, and L. 2 on the death
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“of a child. The sum is gathered as occasion requires, the socie-

ties accumulating no funds.

There is a society in Lanark for the relief of sick, aged, and
indigent females. It is supported by subscriptions, &c. amount-
ing to about L. 40 annually, and has proved of signal benefit, in
distributing pecuniary relief, coals, and clothing. This society
is well conducted, and the objects carefully selected by the re-
spectable females of Lanark.

Savings Bank.—In 1815, a savings bank was instituted, in which,
for each of the last three years, there has been invested about
L.200; withdrawn L.342. The deposits are all made by the
working-classes, chiefly maid-servants. There is a sum amounting
to L. 1400 in the bank belonging to about 410 depositors.

Poor and Parochial Funds.— The number of the poor amounts
in the in-parish to 71, in the out-parish to 36. In virtue of a mu-
tual agreement made seventy-five years ago between the two classes
of heritors, each to support their own poor, the management of
the former is in the hands of the kirk-session and in-town heritors,
while that of the latter is in the hands of the kirk-session and out-
heritors. Paupers in the burgh are paid from 1s. to 10s, per month,
according to circumstances ; country paupers on an average, 5s.
per month.

The contributions at the church door now amount annually to
no more than L. 837.  Of this, L. 8 are, by agreement, paid to the
landward heritors for the support of their poor. What remains
after that and the other drawbacks, together with an annual assess-
ment of L. 230, goes to maintain the poor of the in-parish ; besides
L. 70, the annual rent of the hospital lands, is distributed by the
magistrates among the poor of the burgh, and L. 40 by the cor-

" poration of shoemakers to the poor belonging to them.

The landward paupers are maintained by the L. 8 received out
of the church collections, and an assessment amounting to L. 100
annually, which has been levied for a period of seventy-five years,
without undergoing any considerable increase.

Mrs Wilson mortified a sum which yields about L. 32 per annum,
for the aid of indigent persons not upon the poor’s roll ; and for the
same class of persons, the late Mr Howison of Hyndford, left
L. 700, which is to be invested in land, and the produce annually
distributed. Formerly it was considered disgraceful to receive pa-
rochial relief, but for some years past, this honourable feeling has
been gradually wearing away.



LANARK. 29

Jail.— There is a jail in the town, under the government of the
magistrates. But it has, for a long course of years, been in so in-
secure a condition, that none have staid in it but such as were
prisoners de bonne volonté. An act of Parliament, however, has
been obtained for the erection of County Buildings at Lanark,
including a Prison for the Upper Ward; and the foundauon stone
was laid on 21st March 1834.

Fairs.—Seven fairs are held at Lanark every year. The one
on the last Wednesday of May, old style, is for black cattle ; that
on the last Wednesday of July for lambs and horses ; and the one
in October, on the Friday after the Falkirk tryst, is for horses and
black-cattle.

Jnns.—There are 53 persons licensed to keep inns in the parish.
Of these, however, 14 are merely spirit-dealers, and do not scll any
kind of liquors but in the way of retail over the counter. The
Clydesdale Hotel in this town is one of the handsomest and best
kept inns in Scotland. A few years ago, the sharcholders expend-
ed L. 2400 in adding to it an elegant assembly room.

Fuel.—Fuel is excellent and cheap. Coal is brought from the
adjoining parishes, some of it six, and the rest nine miles distance,
and is laid down in the town at an expense of from 4d to 4}d per
cwt. A few peats are also cast in the adjoining moor.

April 1834.



PARISH OF LESMAHAGO,

PRESBYTERY OF LANARK, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. JAMES HAMILTON, D. D.} INISTERS.*
THE REV. JOHN WILSON, A.M. MINIS 8.

IL.—TorocrarHY AND NaTuraL HisToRY. -

Name Boundaries, &c.—THis parish is supposed to derive its
name from Les or Lis, signifying in Gaelic, a green or garden, and
Machute, the tutelar saint of the place, who is said to have settled
here in the sixth century.

A monastery was founded in this parish by David L in 1140.
It was dependent on the abbey of Kelso; and hence the village
which collected round it received the name of Abbey Green,
which it still retains. This village is nearly in the centre of the
parish, and about twenty-two miles from Glasgow, upon which
the inhabitants of this and other villages in the parish depend for
employment as weavers.

The parish may be described as nearly square, and contains
sixty-seven square miles, or 34,000 acres. It is bounded on the
east by the parishes of Lanark and Carmichael; on the south by
Douglas, and Muirkirk ; on the west by Strathaven and Stone-
house ; and on the north by Dalserf and Carluke.

Topographical Appearances.—The average elevation of more
than three-fourths of the parish is probably about 500 feet above
the sea;—the remainder, lying upon the west and south-west
side, rises into considerable hills, dividing the counties of Lanark
and Ayr, some of which may be supposed to be 1200 feet high.
They afford an excellent sheep-pasture. On the south side of
the parish there is a fissure in the rocks known by the name of
Wallace’s Cave; if ever that hero inhabited it, his lodging could
not be of the most comfortable kind. .

Meteorology.— The elevated situation of the parish renders the
* temperature of the atmosphere very variable ; and, not unfrequent-
ly, the fruit-trees, after promising an abundant crop, have had

* This Account has becn drawn up by Andrew Smith, Esq. of Fauldhouse.
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their blossoms blighted by a few chilly nights in May. In rainy
weather, the hills upon the west seem to attract the clouds, and,
consequently, more rain falls there than in the lower parts of the
parish ; but even there, want of moisture is not generally com-
plained of. The prevailing winds may be said to be from the
westward,—every tree or hedge that is exposed leaning from that,
and making their most vigorous shoots in an opposite direction.
Upon the whole, however, the climate may be said to be salubrious,
and instances of longevity are numerous.

Hydrography.— This parish abounds in springs of excellent wa-
ter; though none of a medicinal quality have been yet discovered.
These springs are the parents of several streams, capable of driv-
ing machinery. The Poniel water, which rises in the south-west
of the parish, divides it from the parish of Douglas, and after a
course of seven or eight miles in an easterly direction, joins the
Douglas water about three miles from its junction with the Clyde ;
for which three miles the united stream becomes the boundary of
the parish. The Logan, Nethan, and also the Kype water rise
in the high grounds on the west. The banks of the Nethan
are generally clothed with coppice, and adorned with gentlemen’s
houses, or neat farm-steadings.

The Kype, so far as it divides this parish from Avondale or
Strathaven, is a moorland stream,—naked and unadorned on its
banks, but capable of working mischief on the lower grounds, when
thunder storms have passed along the hills. In consequence of
these grounds being much drained within these few years, the water
descends more rapidly than formerly, and in greater quantities, de-
stroying bridges and injuring thé small haughs or holms. There
are some other small streams that run a few miles in the parish,
but all are tributary to the above, with the exception of the Can-
nar, which, after a course of a few miles, joins the Avon in the
parish of Stonehouse. As all these streams ultimately join the
Clyde, where it is from three to four hundred feet above the sea,
their courses are pretty rapid.

Geology.— This parish lies nearly on the south side of the great
coal field which crosses our island through Fife, Ayrshire, and the
intermediate counties. Nevertheless, the strata are so deranged
by numerous dikes or fissures, that, where coals are wrought, the
direction and inclination of the strata vary so materially, as to set
hopes and expectations at defiance. In several of the coal and
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lime-works, the dip is as one in six; while at Auchenheath, where,
as well as in two other places in this parish, a fine kind of cannel
coal is wrought, supplying Glasgow and other places with gas, the
inclination is only one to twelve, or thirteen. Coal of the same
quality has (we believe) been nowhere found in Scotland ; and even
here, and in a small corner of the parish of Carluke, to which it
extends, the thickness of the strata varies from ten to twenty-one
inches ; it is sold for about 8s. per ton upon the coal-hill, and
affords employment to about forty pickmen in this parish. Pit~ .
coal is also plentiful in Lesmahago.

The rocks that appear are either whin, or trap sandstone, or
limestone ; in some places the sandstone inclines to slate, but no
true roofing-slate has been discovered in this parish. Limestone
has been wrought, and still is wrought in seven or eight different
places in the parish. Though sold at a pretty fair price, affording
the landlord about one-sixth-of the sale price, it has given a stimu-
lus to improvement, particularly of waste lands. In these lime-
stone workings, petrified shells are very commonly found; and
sometimes the fossil remains of terrestrial animals. Ironstone may
be seen in many of the banks, both in balls and in regular strata,
but not in such quantities, nor lying so regularly, as to warrant the
erection of a furnace. Lead has frequently been sought in the
. high grounds, on the south-west of the parish, but hitherto with-
out success ; nor have simple minerals been found in the rocks,
or beds of rivers, to any extent.

From the rapid current of the streams, little alluvial soil is found
in the parish ; it may therefore be said to consist chiefly of a yel-
low clay, to a small extent resting on a substratum of white sand-
stone ; of a light friable soil, resting on whinstone; of a sandy
gravelly soil, from decomposed sandstone, and of moss. The se-
cond of these is unquestionably the best ; but both that and the
first, when properly managed, produce better and more certain
crops than the other two.

II.—-Civir Hisrory.

A short account of this parish was written by the Rev. Mr
Whyte of Libberton, and publlshed in the Edinburgh Magazine
about sixty years ago.

Historical Notices.—There are no historical events of import-
ance connected with Iesmahago, except the burning by the bro-

14
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ther of Edward IIL of the abbey, and its destruction a second
time by fire, kindled by thd zeal of the old reformers. This religi-
ous spirit appears to have here broken forth on more occasions; for
many of the inhabitants bore arms at Bothwell Bridge. The co-
lours and she drum then used are still preserved in the parish.

It was in Lesmahago that the unfortunate Mr Macdonald of
Kinlochmoidart was apprehended by a carpenter named Meikle,
and a young clergyman of the name of Linning,—while on his
way south to join Prince Charles; in revenge for which, the clans,
on their way north, burned Meikle’s house. A Mr Lawrie, gene-
rally designated the Tutor of Blackwood, from his having married
the heiress of that estate, seems to have been a leading character
in this part of the country in and about the time of the Revolution.
His son was created a baronet by King William.

Land-owners.—The Duke of Hamilton, Lord Douglas, and
James J. Hope Vere, Esq. of Blackwood, are the principal pro-
prietors in Lesmahago; there are a number of other respectable
land-owners, several of whom reside upon their properties.

Parochial Registers.—The parochial registers commence in
1697 ; since which time they have been pretty regularly kept, and
now extend to twenty volumes. .

Antiquities.—Lesmahago can boast of little to attract the no-
tice of the antiquarian, excepting the ruins of Craignethan Castle ;
which about a century ago passed from the family of Hay into that
of Douglas, by purchase.

The remains of an old abbey were pulled down about thirty years
ago, to make room for a modern church; and an old Roman road,
which passed through a corner of the parish, has been obliterated by
the plough.— About twenty years ago, 100 small silver coins of Ed-
ward L. were found below a large stone.—Nearly at the same time
a Roman vase was found in the parish; it is now placed in the
museum of the University of Glasgow. Some Roman coins have
also been found; and in making a drain about ten years ago, an
old Caledonian battle-axe, made of stone, was found upon the es-
tate of Blackwood. It is now in the possession of the proprietor.

Many large cairns have been removed in this parish, for mate-
rials in making roads and fences. These were always found to
contain bones in the centre, but so far decayed as to crumble into
dust on exposure to the air.

Modern Buildings.—A number of modern mansions have been
erected by the resident gentlemen within the last thirty years, and

LANARK. c
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during that time upwards of one-half of the farm-steadings have
been renovated ; for which purposes abundance of good stone is
easily procured.

IIL.—PopuraTION.

1. In 1801 the popuhuon was - 3070

1811, - 4464

1821, - - 5592

1881, - - 6409
2. Number of families in the parish, - - - 1168
of families chiefly employed in agnculture, - - 302
chiefly employed in trade, manufactures, or handicraft, 466
8. The average number of births yearly, for the last 7 years, - - 150
of deaths, - - - - - 64
of marriages, - - 52
4. The number of persons at present under 15 years of age, - - 2068
upwards of 70, - - - 3S18

There are about 90 small proprietors in Lesmahago ; of whom
at least 50 have rentals of upwards of L.50 a-year.

The increase of the population betwixt 1821 and 1831 may be
accounted for by the facility with which even boys engaged at
weaving got possession of money ; able to earn considerable wages
before they had acquired sense to manage them, many hurried into
matrimonial connections ; and their wives being equally young and
thoughtless, they indulged in dress and luxuries, and preserved no
portion of their gains against poverty in less auspicious seasons.

Character and Habits of the People.—The people in general
may be said to be of cleanly habits, which are impaired, however,
in some degree, by the influx of strangers. Their style and man-
ner of dress, however, may be said to be rather expensive, the ser-
vant-girl dressing as gaily as the squires’ daughters did thirty years
ago. The difference in their table has nearly kept pace with that
of their dress; and, with few exceptions, unless among those em-
ployed in agriculture, tea is an universal beverage ; even paupers
consume more of that article than was used in the parish fifty years
ago. How far these changes tend to the comforts and be-
nefit of society may be questioned. Certainly the lower orders
are not so contented nor independent as formerly; nor is their
general character for morality or religion improved ; while there
cannot be a doubt that pauperism has greatly increased. The
number of illegitimate births during the last three years has been
27.

Until the weaving of cotton was introduced about forty-five years
ago, no trade or manufacture was carried on beyond the wants of
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the parish. A cottage or two was attached to every farm-house,
for the accommodation of the necessary labourers; along with whom
the small proprietors and farmers shared in the toils of the day;
joined at the same table in their meals; and, by the side of the
kitchen fire, enjoyed thé song or gossip of the evening,—conclud-
ing the day with family-prayer. A fire in the better apartment,
except on the visit of a friend, or on some gala day, was never
thought of. Their dress was composed of home-made stuff, ex-
cepting a suit of black, which was generally of English cloth,
and carefully preserved for funeral and sacramental occasions.

1 V— INDUSTRY.

As before stated, this parish contains about 34,000 Scotch acres;
of which, probably, 11,000 never have been under cultivation.
About 1000 acres may yet be brought to carry grain occasionally,
if the spirit of improvement, now so general, be not checked.
1200 acres are planted; 450 are in coppice-wood, and 50 in vil-
lage gardens and orchards. 21,300 acres thus appear to be now,
or occasionally, in cultivation.

Planting in general has been carried on within these forty years
to a considerable extent in Lesmahago, which before that period
was naked and bare. Now, however, it has a very different ap-
pearance, and almost everywhere the eye of the traveller may
rest on useful stripes or clumps. In these the Scotch fir predo-
minates, though that plant seems very much degenerated ; wher-
ever it is mixed with the larch, the latter takes the lead ; and
in damp soils it is also far behind the spruce. Were we to hazard
an opinion on the cause of this degeneracy of Scotch fir, we
would say it might be found in the careless way in which the nur-
serymen procure the seed, which, when collected from the nearest
young and stynted trees, produces feeble plants. Another circum-
stance tending much to prevent the proper growth, is the want of
thinning in proper time. Few people who plant, like the idea of
cutting.

Rent of Land.— The quality of land varies very much: some of
it is very rich, but unfortunately the poorer soil predominates. The
average rent of the whole may be stated at L. 1 per acre Scotch,
—while the waste lands may be estimated at 2s. 6d.,—giving a ren-
tal for the parish, exclusive of woods and orchards, of L. 22,675.

The inclosed lands around gentlemen’s houses are generally let
for pasture during the summer, yielding a rent of about L. 3 for
every cow or ox weighing from 400 to 500 lbs. weight. In the com-
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mon sheep-pastures, 5s. a-head during the season may be stated
as a fair rent.

_ Rate of Wages.—Farm-servants are not so high priced, nor so
difficult to be got as they were a few years back ; at present, a good
man-servant, fit for the plough, &c. may e hired for L. 14 a-year,
with bed and board; while less experienced hands may be had from
L.9 to L. 12; girls fit for conducting a dairy, under the eye of their
mistresses, get about L. 4 during the summer, and about L. 2, 10s.
during winter, with board. Tradesmen generally work by the
piece or job; but, like the labourers, are getting less wages than
lately, nor are they so shy to work bysthe day; when they do so,
masons and carpenters expect 2s. 6d. a-day, without victuals ; and
tailors 1s. 3d. or 1s. 6d. with board. .

Breeds of Live Stock.— From the elevation of Lesmahago parish,
it is better suited for the dairy, and the breeding of cattle, than
for raising grain; consequently, the small proprietors and tenants
have turned their attention in these ways for the last thirty years.
During that time, the Ayrshire breed of cattle has been principal-
ly reared ; and the cheese made from new milk, known by the
name of Dunlop, has become a staple commodity. Of this about
300 1bs. weight may be made from every cow, when the whole milk
is turned to that account ; ‘and on some farms, with careful hands,
that quantity, is raised, and a number of young stock reared,—
which goes to uphold the original stock, or to supply the English
and other markets with that breed of cattle. Lanarkshire has
long been famous for its breed of draught horses, of which Les-
mahago has its share.

The Jewish antipathy against swine seems to be wearing off, and
the occupiers of land find it profitable to keep a few of these ani-
mals, to consume the refuse of the dairy ; and many labourers and
mechanics keep a pig, by the dung of which they raise potatoes with
a neighbouring farmer in the following year. A mixed breed, be-
tween the English and Highland kind, seems the favourite ; which,
when properly fed, may be killed at the age of nine or ten months,
weighing from two to two and a-half hundred weight. It is pro-
bable this kind of stock may be more attended to hereafter.

The sheep kept on the high grounds are of the old Scotch
black-faced kind, weighing from ten to fifteen pounds imperial per
quarter, when fattened. This breed is better adapted to the soil
and climate than the Cheviot or finer kinds ; and the improvements
sought after by the sheep-master are in shape and weight ; to both
of which they pay particular attention. By keeping fewer in num-
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ber than was done forty years ago, they are better fed, and are
thus enabled to struggle with the storms and snows of winter ; while
surface-drains made upon the soft lands, at the rate of L. 3 for
6000 yards, have added greatly to their improvement, by keeping
the ground dry, and raising sweeter herbage.

Husbandry.— A very considerable extent of waste land has been
reclaimed in Lesmahago within the last twenty-five years; which
has generally paid the improvement in the course of the first three
years, leaving the amelioration of the soil as profit to the farmer.
Draining had long been only partially carried on, but seems now
to become more general. Irrigation is little attended to here, ex-
cept, in a few instances, for meadow hay; and embanking is not
much wanted, as the streams have generally high and steep banks.

The leases granted to tenants are generally for nineteen years.
Some time ago, when land was constantly increasing in value,
landlords in some instances made the leases of shorter duration ;
but this has not had the effect of either putting money into their
pockets, or improving their estates: it has rather been of a con-
trary tendency. As mentioned before, the farm-houses have been
much improved within the last forty years; and within the same
time, enclosures have been much attended to; some hundreds of
miles of Galloway stone-dikes have been built, where the materials
were abundant, or the soil inimical to hedges; while the last have
been raised upon the better soils, and now adorn a great propor-
tion of the parish. It may be regretted, however, that we still want
those hedge-rows of timber, which in many parts of the island give
the appearance of a close-wooded country.

The greatest obstacles to improvement appears to be the sys-
tem of entails ; and, I may add, the custom among landlords of let-
ting their farms to the highest bidder, without a sufficient evidence
of his possessing capital adequate to the management of the farm
in the most advantageous way.

Produce.—The gross amount of raw produce (exclusive of the
pasture lands) raised in the parish, as nearly as can be ascertain-
ed, is as follows :

20,000 quarters of grain, say at L. 1, 5s. per quarter, - L. 256000 0
600 acres of potatoes, and 50 of turnips, average value L. 14 per acre, 9,100 0
1200 tons of cultivated bay, at L. 3 per ton, and 300 tons of mea-

[

dow, at L. 2 per tou, - - - 4200 0 0
Thinnings of wood, - - - - - 400 0 O
Catting of coppice, - - - - - 20 0 0

Total, L.38950 0 o
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V.—ParocuiaL EcoNomy.

There are no market-towns in the parish, the nearest being La-
nark, at the distance of six miles from Abbey Green. Upwards of
one-third of the population, however, are congregated in the vil-
lages of Abbey Green, Kirkmuirhill, Kirkfield Bank, Boghead, and
Nethanfoot, all of which villages have a regular communication
with Glasgow by means of coaches and carriers; and there is a daily
post to the former.

Means of Communication.—Besides the Glasgow and Carlisle
road, which runs upwards of eight miles in the parish, and the Glas-
gow and Lanark road, running about five, there are not less than
eighty miles of parish roads kept up by converted statute labour
money : and of these fifty miles at least are in very tolerable order.
Bridges have been built, partly from the county funds, upon all the
streams crossed by these lines of road.

Ecclesiastical State.—Lesmahago has been a collegiate charge
ever since the Reformation. The church isin the village of Abbey
Green, in the centre of the parish. It is capable of eontaining
1500 sitters,—the whole being divided among the heritors for
their respective tenantry, according to their respective valuations,
with the exception of a pew to each clergyman. The first minis-
ter has a glebe of eight acres (Scotch,) which might be let at
L. 5 per acre: with a stipend of sixteen chalders, one half oat-
meal and the other barley, converted, at the highest fiars price of
the county, and yielding on an.average of the last seven years,
L.277,12s. The second minister has a manse and garden, but
no glebe:—he has the same stipend as the first, and rents a small
farm from the patron, on which the heritors have built his house
and the requisite accommodations.

There are two dissenting chapels belonging to different deno-
minations of Burghers; both of these have been lately erected.
The officiating clergymen are paid from the seat rents, and from
voluntary contributions, affording about L.100 a-year to each.
Although these houses have still the enticement of novelty, by far
the greater number in the parish adhere to the Established church,
in which divine service is well attended. The average number
of communicants at the Established church is about 1700. The
number of dissenters is about 200.

Education.—The parochial schoolmaster has the maximum sa-
lary, with a good house and garden ; he has also perquisites as ses-
sion-clerk, amounting to L. 22 a-year. His school-fees may amount

4
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to L.45. The heritors have assessed themselves in an additional
chalder, which is divided among a few other schools, enabling those
at a distance from the parish school, to educate their children in
English, writing, and arithmetic, and sometimes even in Greek and
Latin, at an expense of from 8s. to 5s. a quarter, according to their
studies. The consequence is, that reading and writing may be said
to be universal, and at present the different schools are attended by
upwards of 600 children. A subscription school for teaching girls
to read and sew is also kept up in the village of Abbey Green; it
is attended by about 30. There are also four well attended Sab-
bath schools for boys and girls. It does not, however, appear very
evidently that either the conduct or morals of the people have
been improved by the increased facilities of education: the vices
of drunkenness and pilfering, from whatever cause, have certainly
not decreased, while discontent has made rapid strides, and the
reluctance to come upon the poors’ roll has vanished.

Library, &c.— There is a small subscription library in the parish,
but it is not in a very thriving state. The parishioners at the
same time receive a variety of the London, Edinburgh, and Glas-
gow newspapers and periodicals.

Benevolent Societies.— There are three Societies in the parish,
which distribute a portion of their funds among their aged or sickly
members : the inclination, however, to join in such associations, it
is feared, is now declining.

Savings Bank.—A Savings bank was established a few years ago.
The principal depositors are farm and house-servants: and it is
now in a thriving state. The average amount yearly invested is
L. 60; withdrawn, L. 20.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The number of paupers has been
trebled within the last thirty years, and now amounts to 148 regu-
larly enrolled. There being neither alms nor poors’ house in the
parish, they receive from 3s. to 15s. monthly in their own houses,
amounting to about L. 500 yearly; of this sum, L.47 is raised by
collections in the church; and L. 98 is the produce of mortified
money; the remainder is made up by an assessment upon the land,
one-half paid by the heritors, and the other by the tenants. Too
little attention, however, is paid to this branch of parochial busi-
ness; the session, by giving up the practice of collecting with
ladles in the church, and individuals by propagating the idea that
the heritors are bound to support the poor, have brought the public
collection below what it was a hundred years ago, when the popu-
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lation was less than half what it is now, and money four times the
value.
| Inns.—There has been an increase in the number of inns, or
" rather whisky shops, in the parish, at the rate of six to one, within
the last forty years ; which either tends to, or is a proof of, the de-
moralization of the inhabitants; at present their number is as
one to less than every 250 souls in Lesmahago.

MisceLLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

This parish has undergone a great change since the last Sta-
tistical Account was published ; the population has greatly in-
creased ; the lands have been generally inclosed ; plantations have
sprung up; roads, from mere tracts, have become good carriage
ways; and these, with the opening up of lime in several places,
have given a facility to improvements in agriculture which has not
been neglected; an improved mode of husbandry has been adopted ;
draining has been introduced ; and waste lands to a great extent
have been brought into cultivation. These improvements, how-
ever, may, with due encouragement on the part of the landlords,
be carried still farther, and, by giving employment to labourers,
would add to the comfort and happiness of that useful class of so-
ciety, and tend to the diminution of -pauperism,—objects which
ought never to be lost sight of by judicious landlords.

March 1834.



UNITED PARISH OF
LIBBERTON AND QUOTHQUAN.

PRESBYTERY OF BIGGAR, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALE.

THE REV. ALEXANDER CRAIK, MINISTER.

IL.—Torocrarry aND NaTuraL HisTory.

Eztent.—THE parish of Quothquan was annexed to that of
Libberton in the year 1669. The united parish extends from north
to south about seven miles, and from east to west about four and
a-half miles. It contains nearly 14 square miles, or 8708 impe- -
rial acres.

Topographical Appearances.— Along the whole course of the
Clyde in this parish, there is a great extent of low level land, con-
sisting of a strong clay soil, a considerable portion of which is covered
with water as often as the Clyde overflows its banks, which gene-
rally happens ten or twelve times in the year; and the soil being
enriched by these inundations, produces luxuriant crops, without
any other manure. Where these holm lands are embanked, (which
is done when it can be effected without great expense,) the crops
are protected against the inroads of the river; but in this, as in other
cases, manure is required to renew the soil.

The banks of the Clyde rise gently, but in some places rather
suddenly, to the height of 50 or 60 feet above the stream, and ex-
tend to the distance of half a mile or more beyond it. The land
on the banks of the Clyde is generally early and fertile, and its
average rent L. 2, 10s. per acre. As the land recedes from the
Clyde, it becomes more elevated, later, and less productive ; and
though there are some early and fertile spots near the Medwin, the
banks of that river are for the most part poor and moorish.

Meteorology.—On this head, it may be only remarked, that a
greater quantity of rain falls here than on the east coast.

The climate is neither so warm nor so dry as to render the cul-
ture of wheat an object ; but other kinds of grain succeed very well
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in ordinary seasons; and the inhabitants of this parish are subject
to as few diseases, and are as healthy, on the whole, as those of
any other parish in Scotland. This must be owing, in a great
measure, to the pure keen air they breathe, as well as to the ge-
neral temperance of their habits.

Hydrography.— The only rivers in this parish are the Clyde and
the Medwin. The Clyde, when swollen by rain, overflows all the
low grounds on its banks, doing much damage to the growing crops
within its reach. The farmers, however, often carry off the crops
as they are cut, beyond the reach of the inundation. The breadth
of the Clyde in this parish is from 100 to 120 feet, and its depth
from 15 to 1 foot. There are several fords when the stream is
low; but in winter they are often impassable.

The South Medwin, which bounds Libberton parish for three
miles, rises near Garvaldfoot, in the parish of West Linton, and,
after a course of nine miles, is joined by the North Medwin, in this
parish, about a mile and a-half before they both fall into the Clyde.
- A small branch of the South Medwin runs off towards the east,
near Garvaldfoot, and, dividing at Dolphington, the counties of La-
nark and Peebles, falls into the Tweed. The South Medwin,
within its usual channels, is in general about 22 feet broad, and 2
or 3 feet deep, at an average. When united, the Medwins are
not much broader, but of greater mean depth.

II.—CiviL HisToRY.

It appears from Wodrow’s History that, in the year 1668, the
parish of Libberton was fined L. 252, 8s. Scots, and Quothquhan
L. 182, 16s. Scots, for nonconformity to Prelacy.

Chief Land-owners.— The chief land-owner is Sir Norman Mac-
donald Lockhart, Bart. of Lee and Carnwath.

Family of Chancellor of Shieldhill—The second land-owner is
Alexander Chancellor, Esq. of Shieldhill, whose ancestors have
been in possession of this estate for the last four centuries, as appears
from a charter still extant, * granted by Thomas Lord Sommerville
to William Chancellor of Shieldhill and Quothquhan, a. p. 1432,
In July 1474, William Chancellor rode with the rest of the then
Lord Sommerville’s vassals to meet King James on his way from
Edinburgh to Couthally Castle, to partake of the festivity of the
¢ speates and raxes.”

® This charter is referred to in the Memoirs of the Sommervilles, Vol. i. p. 175.
+ Ibid. pp. 240-248.
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After the battle of Bothwell Bridge, James Chancellor was im-
prisoned orr suspicion of having harboured some fugitives; but no-
thing being proved against him, he was liberated after some days
confinement. * The same gentleman was returned as elder by the
presbytery of Biggar to the first General Assembly which met after
the revolution of 1688. + )

The family residence was originally at Quothquan, and remain-
ed there till 1567, when the then proprietor joined Queen Mary’s
party at Hamilton, and engaged in the battle of Langside. After
her defeat, a party of 500 horsemen, sent out by Regent Murray to
demolish the houses of her adherents, burned down, among others,
the mansion-house at Quothquan. After this calamity, the family
residence was removed to Shieldhill, which appears originally to
have been a square tower of no great dimensions, but which has at
different times been added to and modernized, particularly by the
present proprietor.

At a short distance to the southward from Shieldhill is the man-
sion-house of Huntfield, the property of John Stark, Esq., surround-
ed by thriving plantations.

Parochial Register.— The earliest date of the parochial registers
is 1717. They consist of two volumes, and refer to births and
baptisms, marriages and burials. The registration by dissenters
is somewhat irregular; but otherwise the records are satisfactorily
kept.

Antiquities.— About half a mile south-west from the church, are
to be seen the ruins of a fortification or camp,—improperly called
Roman, as its form is circular. It stands on the edge of a high
and barren moor, about half a mile from the Clyde, and commands
an extensive view of ‘that river to the south and west. It contains
about 1} acres, and is surrounded by a double wall of earth, a deep
ditch intervening.

III.—PoruLATION.

¢ From the session records,” according to the Statistical Account
of the late Mr Fraser, it appears that the births in this parish from
April 1683 to April 1753, amounted exactly to 2205, the annual
average of which'is 81}. The marriages during the same period
amounted to 563, the annual average of which is little more than

® Wodrow's Church History.
+ Records of the Biggar Presbytery.
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" 8. The return to Dr Webster in 1755 gave 708 persons examin-
able, or above 8 years of age. -
In 1811, the population was 749

1821, - - 785
1831,. - - 773

The decrease of population may be imputed to the consolidation
of farms, the non-residence of heritors, the removal of part of the
population to towns in quest of employment, and of late to Ame-
rica,—twenty individuals having emigrated to that country from
this parish in the year 1831.

There are 8 proprietors in this parish, having yearly rentals of
L.100 and upwards. The gross rental of the parish is L.4561.

1. Number of families in the parish, - - - - 152
of families chiefly employed in agriculture, 80
chiefly employed in trade, mnnuflcture&, or h&ndlmﬁ, 36
2. Number of unmarried men, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 7
of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, -

3. The average number of births yearly, for the last 7 years, - 14
of deaths, - - - - 9

of marriages, - - 7

4. The number of persons at present under 15 years of age, - - 331
upwards of 70, - - - 18

Character of the People.—They are generally sober, frugal, and
industrious, and, as a proof of this, there is not an alehouse in
the parish. I regret to add, however, that illicit intercourse be-
twixt the sexes has become more common than it appears to have
been forty or fifty years ago; the number of illegitimate births be-
ing not less on an average than three in the year. 1 should add,

too, that poaching is not uncommon, and is hardly considered to
be unlawful.

IV.—INDUSTRY.
Agriculture and Rural Economy.—
Arable, ‘- - 5403 imperial acres.
‘Waste or pasture hnd, - 2500
Land worth the cultivating, - 300
Land under wood, - - 500

8703
Rent of Land.— Average rent of land peracre is L. 1, 5s.; ave-
rage cost of grazing an ox or cow per year, L. 3; grazing a quey,
L.1, 10s.; grazing a sheep, 14s.
Rate of Wages.— Yearly wages of a ploughman, with victuals,
L.12; of a maid-servant, L. 6, 10s.; of a boy or girl, L.2; la-
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bourers, per day, without victuals, 1s. 9d.;-masons, 2s. 6d ; wrights,
2s. 6d.; smith’s work per 1b. of iron, 6d. In the time of harvest,
labourers’ wages with victuals, L. 2; womens’ 80s.

Breeds of Live Stock.—The common breed of cattle is the Ayr-
shire, and of sheep a cross between the Cheviot and Leicester.
Both are improved by the frequent introduction of new stock.

Husbandry.—The general method of farming on dry lands is
in six divisions, by the following rotation of crops, viz 1. corn ; 2. fal-
low or green crop; 8. corn; 4. hay; 5. pasture; 6. pasture. On
rich lands lying near the Clyde, four divisions are observed, viz.
1. corn; 2. green crop; 3. corn: 4. hay.

Every encouragement has been given by the proprietors to in;
dustrious tenants. In the southern and western parts of the pa-
rish, where enclosures can be considered advantageous, the whole
of the lands are enclosed, either by stone-dikes or hedges and
ditches. In other districts of the parish, there are no enclosures
of any description. A good deal of improvement has been effect-
ed in draining wet lands, but very little of any consequence in re-
claiming waste lands. On one estate about fifty acres have been
reclaimed within fifteen or twenty years.

The duration of leases in the parish is nineteen years. In the
southern division the state of farm-buildings is considered supe-
rior to that of those on almost any estate in the neighbourhood of
equal extent. In the course of the last seven years the greater
part of the farm-steadings has been rebuilt substantially. The
others have been repaired, and by enlargements every suitable
accommodation has been given to the tenants. In the rest of the
parish, the farm-buildings are generally bad, and incommodious.

The face of the country would still be much improved by en-
closures and belts of planting, judiciously made. A good deal
has been done in this respect of late years: and on the lands of
Cormiston, Shieldhill, Huntfield, and Whitecastle, more than
400 acres of larch, Scotch and spruce fir, intermixed with va-
rieties of hard wood, have been planted by their respective proprie-
tors. These plantations are at present in a thriving state, and are
already, or will, ere long, be a great ornament to the vicinity. On
the property of Huntfield alone, there are 250 imperial acres under
wood, the greater portion of which has been planted within the last
twenty years. A great part of Libberton moor, which is now a
barren waste, if sheltered, drained,land subdivided by belts of
planting, and let in small pendicles to industrious cottagers at little
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or no rent for some years, would soon be reclaimed ; and at no very
great expense rendered no less profitable to the proprietor, than
ornamental to the neighbourhood.

Produce.—The average gross amount of raw produce raised in
the parish, as nearly as that can be ascertained, is as follows:

Oats, 6020 bolls, at 18s. per boll, - - - - L.5418 0 0
As my predecessor, Mr Fraser, in his Statistical Account, states
the number of acres sown in oats forty years ago at 2123, which
at only five bolls per acre, a very moderate average, would amount
to 10,615 bolls, and as a still greater quantity is produced now,
the feed and seed oats cannot be included in the above. Feed
oats mean the meal used by the family and servants, and the corn
consumed by the cattle on a farm ; and seed oats those required
to sow it. Many farms in the parish afford an average of 8 or 9
" bolls per Scotch acre.

Barley and bear, - - - - - 700 0 0
Turnips, 3400 tons, at 5s. per ton - - - - 850 0 O
Potatoes, 2400 bolls of 4 cwt. at 5s. per boll, - - - 60210 0
Rye-grass, 32,240 stones of 22 Ibs. at 6d. per stone, - - 806 0 0
Meadow hay, 8000 stones, at 4d. per stone, - - . 183 6 0
Produce of cattle and sheep grazed, - - - - 1100 0 0
Do. of the dairy in butter and cheese, at L. 7 per cow, is - 8395 0 0

Gross amount, - L.13004 16 0

A considerable portion of most of the above articles is consumed
by the horses and cattle.

Number of milk cows in the parish, - 485
Do. of queys and stots reared and bred, - 190
Number of horses, - . - - 120
of carts, - - - 108
of ploughs, - - - 49

V.—ParocHiaL EcoNomy.

Carnwath is the nearest market-town. It is 24 miles from
Libberton church.

Means of Communication.— There is no toll-road in the parish,
except the one betwixt Glasgow and Peebles, which passes through
the north-east corner of it for nearly a mile ; and many of the pa-
rish roads are bad, as they extend about 30 miles, and would re-
quire far more funds to put and keep them in repair than the pa-
rish could afford.

Ecclesiastical State.—The parish church was built in 1812, and
had the heritors laid out L. 40 or L. 50 more upon it, it would have
lasted sixty or seventy years longer than it will do. It is feared
that from damp much of the wood, both in the galleries and below,
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will soon rot. The church affords accommodation to 450 persons,
and is amply sufficient for the whole population.

The manse was built in 1824, and is a good house; but the
offices are indifferent.

The glebe extends to about 8 Scotch acres, and is worth L. 16
yearly. .

The stipend is 15 chalders, or 240 bolls Linlithgow measure,
of grain, half meal and half barley, besides L. 8, 6s. 8d. for com-
munion elements.

There are no chapels of ease, nor dissenting chapels in the parish.
The number of dissenters above twelve years of age is about 170,
—much the same number as was found by the present writer when
he entered to the parish in 1813. The dissenters generally be-
long either to Seceding or Relief congregations in Biggar, which
is nearer to some parts of the parish than the parish church.
There are only two Episcopalian families in the parish, who have
no chapel within 20 miles. The average number of communicants
at the parish church is from 200 to 220.

Education.— There are two schools in the parish, viz. the paro-
chial school at the church town of Libberton, and the school of
Quothquan ; the latter is supported by a mortification of L. 2,
10s. L. 6 for house rent yearly, and the school fees; there are
also attached to it a good school and school-house, built last sum-
mer.

There is also a Sunday school taught at Quothquan, which is
attended by 25 scholars, and is superintended partly by the teacher
at Quothquan, and partly by the private tutor at Shieldhill.

The salary of the parochial teacher is L. 30, and the amount
of school fees does not exceed L. 20 a-year. In Quothquan
school the school fees must be considerably less. The parochial
teacher has the legal accommodations. There are no persons born
and brought up in the parish, who cannot read and write.

There is a parochial library in the parish ; also a Friendly So-
ciety, which was instituted in 1811 for the relief of its distressed
members.

Poor and Parochial Funds.— At present there are 13 poor per-
sons receiving each about an average of L. 4 yearly. The amount
of annual contributions for the poor is about L. 58, of which L. 45
arises from voluntary assessment, one-half of which is paid by the
proprietors, and the other half by the tenants. The church col-
lections amount to L. 11; and there is also the interest of L. 40,
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—L. 1, 16s. There is less disposition among the poor to refrain
from seeking parochial relief than formerly, nor do they now con-
sider it so degrading.

Fuel.—The fuel chiefly used is coal, procured either from the
parish of Douglas, at the distance of ten miles, or from Cleugh, in
the parish of Carnwath, nine miles distant from the church town of
Libberton.

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

As a proof of the great rise in the value of land in this parish
within these last thirty or forty years, the property of Whitecastle,
situated in the most elevated district of the parish, was purchased
about forty years ago, for about L. 2700; and it has yielded an an- -
nual rent, for these nineteen years past, of L. 283, which is not ac-
counted too high. About thirty-two years ago, a property was
purchased for the same sum, in the southern district of the parish ;
the annual rent of which is now L. 345.

It may be added, that the farmers labour under great disadvan-
tages from their high rents, the difficulty of communication with
good and ready markets, and their liability to have their crops of
corn and potatoes injured by frosts in autumn; in consequence of
which they have not only a deficiency of produce, but are obliged
to purchase their seed at a dear rate from a distance. In certain
districts, chiefly the poorest, and most elevated of the parish, there
is a disease incident to cows called the stiffness, the cause or cure
of which has never yet been well ascertained, but which generally
proves fatal to its victims. It is a general wasting, or atrophy,
which attacks cattle in the spring or winter months, and reduces
them to skeletons. Their only chance of recovery is in their re-
moval to a richer pasture, before the disease has far advanced.

March 1834.



PARISH OF DOLPHINTON.

PRESBYTERY OF BIGGAR, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALE.

THE REV. JOHN AITON, MINISTER.

I.—ToroGraPHY AND NaTURAL HisTORY.

Name— Boundaries.— A Dolphin fish is represented in the arms
of the principal heritor; but the name of Dolphinstown, as it was an-
ciently spelled, seems with more probability to be derived from that
of one of the early proprietors of the manor. Dolfine, the eldest
brother of Coss Patrick, first Earl of Dunbar, acquired this property
during the reign of Alexander L, about the begining of the twelfth
century. In the district of the country from which he came, a
village with the ruins of an ancient castle still retains his name;
and there are other places of the same appellation in Roxburgh-
shire and in West Lothian.*

The parish is 3 miles long from east to west, 2} broad, and con-
tains 2926 statute acres. Its form is nearly that of an oblong
square, bounded by Linton, Walston, Dunsyre, and Kirkurd.

Topographical Appearances.—Dolphinton hillis in height above
the level of the sea about 1550 feet.  This and the hill of Wal-
ston adjoining to it, are separated about a mile from the west end of
the Pentlands, and form with Tinto, which is five miles to the west-
ward, so many connecting links of one of the great collateral chains
which gird our island, from St Abb’s Head to Ailsay Craig.
With the exception of Keir-hill, which rises in a conical shape
about 250 feet high, the rest of the land in the parish is arable,
with a moderate acclivity in an altitude of from 700 to S00 feet.+

Meteorology.—During the last two months of spring and first of
summer, the wind generally blows from the east or north-east. In
March and April it dries up from the ground the stagnant mois-

* In Douglas MS. Chronicle of England, Thomas Dolfine is recorded among the
“ grete lordes of Scoteland” who were defeated at Halidon Hill in 1338.

t Altitude of Garvaldfoot, as ascertained by Telford, 735 feet. The top of Dol-
phinton-hill, as lately measured by the writer of this account, is 816 fect above the site

of the manse,
LANARK. D
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ture of winter, pulverizes the seed-furrow, and extracts noxious inat-
ter from the air ; but in May and June it retards vegetation and en-
genders the grub worm. At this season, in consequence of copi-
ous evaporations arising from the high comparative temperature of
the German Ocean, (which in winter is three degrees colder, and
in summer five degrees warmer than the Atlantic,) thick easterly
Raars occasionally reach us from the coast. When the polar re-
gions become warmer, the westerly winds get the ascendancy; and
in winter they temper the air, sweep before them pestilential va-
pours, and import from the green forests of America gases health-
ier than those arising from the putrid vegetation of our own coun-
try. The prevalence of these winds is indicated by the direction
in which the branches of trees are inclined; and to shelter their na-
ked trunk, nature has given a great-coat of cup, herbaceous, and
thread-like lichen on its windward side, and on the westward skirts
of our plantations.

Climate.— Although most of the arable land lies 700 feet above
the level of the sea, yet, as it is partially sheltered by nature and
art, and as the rays of the sun are reflected from the hills on both
sides of the valley, the temperature of the atmosphere is not so
low as might have been expected. The average of the whole year
may be about 45° of Fahrenheit. In other words, our climate is
more affected by its relative than its real altitude ; and, to a certain
extent, verifies the observation, that a height of 600 feet is equal
to no more than a degree of latitude to the north. As the soil
is now generally dry, and as the air is not too moist, epidemic dis-
tempers are little known.  Our artificial water-meadows may still
create some unhealthy exhalations, and induce mildew on grain in
harvest, but the extensive agricultural improvements lately effect-
ed have substituted a purer air “ for the putrid effluvia of the large
moss to the eastward ;> doubled the husbandman’s return pot *in
late” but in seasonable harvests, and rendered ¢ early frost in Au-~
gust and September, which oft-times formerly destroyed the crop
in one night” of late years almost unknown. That the climate of
this parish has been meliorated, and that agricultural improvements
have operated to a certain extent in that result, cannot be denied.
That the seasons are milder is also probable, and may be partly
accounted for. But how in the time of the Romans this country
should have been so much warmer than France, as to ripen vines,
when in Gaul they could not be cultivated ; how trees of enor-
mous dimensions grew of old spontaneously where the ingenuity
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of man can scarcely rear them to the tenth part of the size, or
keep them alive beyond the age of their youth ; how wheat should
have been anciently paid as a tithe to the neighbouring priory of
Lesmahago, from lands where, under the present economy, oats can
scarcely be ripened; how the mark of the plough, like that of a
field which has been under active culture, is seen much farther up
the hill than it is now carried ; how farms in this vicinity, fitted
out for the ancient wappingshaws three times the number of men
and horses now maintained on them; and how our very moors
at present support less stock than they did at the date of Charters
still extant, are important facts, never well accounted for ; the in-
vestigation of which might discover the means of still farther reme-
dying the defects and improving the advantages of our northern
climate. *

Hydrography.—It is interesting to mark the local agents by
~ which nature secures for her whole family an impartial distribu~
tion of moisture, and to see how far the winds carry and mountains
attract water to supply the animal and vegetable creation in every
quarter. Notwithstanding that Dolphinton is distant fifty miles from
the nearest point of the great reservoir of fluidity to Scotland, yet
we have nine-tenths of our rain from the Atlantic Ocean. To se-
cure this indispensable requisite, our hills run in ranges almost pa-
rallel from the western to the eastern shore. Along the interven-
ing valleys, as if through so many funnels, the watery clouds rush
before the wind, dropping their goldenshowers. For twenty or thirty
miles from the Ayrshire coast, the hills tower in regular succes-
sion each above another, till they reach the western boundaries of
Lanarkshire. The lofty ridge of the Lowthers overtops Cairntable
by nearly 1000 feet ; and therefore not only draws up but breaks the
clouds, and thus renders them lighter for the distant voyage east-
ward. On this side of the Crawford mountains, and in the shel-
tered vale of the Clyde, the atmosphere being much denser, buoys
up the clouds, and conveys them as if along an aqueduct by Cul-
ter-fell and Tinto, till Walston-mount and Dolphinton-hill get
them in charge. Here, as was often observed in the extreme
drought of summer 1826, when for four months every dark spot

* Polybius describes the climate of Gaul and Germany as a perpetual winter. Di-
odorus Siculus says, that such was the piercing coldness of the air in Gaul, that it
produced neither vines nor olives. Ceesar and Tacitus both testify that our climate
was milder than that of Gaul. And it is well known that the Romans obtained li-
berty from one of their emperors to plant vineyards and make wine in Britain.
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in the sky was anxiously watched in vain, they diverge into three
portions. One goes towards the south and east down the vale of
the Lyne; asecond crosses in the opposite direction by Dunsyre and
Midcorset; while the third and greater portion keeps the original
tract by Mendick along the Pentlands. At the summit of Car-
nethy, the highest hill of this range, a similar partition takes
place. One divisionis carried towards Dalkeith, a second across the
Forth, while the main body moves over Edinburgh by Arthur
Seat. When meoisture comes from the east, it is either in a
creeping haar, or in a storm, which, whether it be of rain or snow,
usually lasts for three days. As a certain prognostic of a change
of weather, it deserves to be mentioned, that in the memorable
drought already referred to, the springs of water which had been
long dried up, again gathered strength for several days before a
drop of rain fell. This singular phenomenon is probably refer-
able to the same law of nature which in frost causes rheum to ooze
from stone, earth, and trees, prior to any other sign of thaw. The
average quantity of rain, so far asit has been ascertained by a guage
lately kept at the manse, may be about 27 inches yearly.

With the exception of the moisture from the north side of the
parish, which falls in streamlets into the south Medwin and Clyde,
the waters of Dolphinton are carried in one small rivulet called
Tairth, into the Lyne and Tweed. In the northern extremity of
the parish, above Garvald House, the Medwin is separated into
two portions. The one of these finds its way eastward into the
Tweed, the other by keeping its natural course to the west, runs
into the Clyde. It is said that salmon and salmon fry, but no
pars, have been killed in the Clyde above Lanark. As these could
never ascend the falls, fishers have been puzzled by the fact. But
it may perhaps be accounted for, from the topographical cir-
cumstance here mentioned. The fish may go up the Tweed,
Lyne, and Tairth, into the Medwin by its southern extremity ;
and in going down the water, they may, from accident or design,
take the western stream into the Clyde. Whether they are, in
thus returning to the sea, dashed to death over the Corra Linn,
or whether they succeed, by this new north-west passage, in ex-
changing the German for the Atlantic Ocean as their home, can-
not well be ascertained.

Geology and Mineralogy.— The principal mineral in nine-tenths
of the parish is whin or trap-rocks. These form a portion of the ex-
tensive Phonolitic range, which runs from the confines of Ayrshire,
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by Haukshawhill, eastward by Tinto, and the Pentlands. The
whole of these hills, from their saddle-back shape, indicate to the
first glance of the geologist, that they are composed of trap-tuff, or
what is popularly styled rotten whin. It is said to be intermediate
between the two classes of volcanic rocks, the basaltic and trachy-
tic; and to be composed chiefly of felspar and zeolite. It is not
found here in beds, but has a massive form, so brittle as to fall
into small pieces when dug up. - In this parish it is mostly of a
brown colour, and on the top of Dolphinton-hill it has much the
appearance of burnt limestone before it is reduced to powder, by
theapplication of moisture. Even the most adhesive portion of it, of
which some of the dikes have unfortunately been built, when ex-
posed for a few years to the atmosphere, first cracks, then falls
down like a lime-shell, and is finally reduced into mud. But it
stands the weather better when pointed with lime. In the south
side of the strath, beginning at the brook behind the manse, a stra-
tum of sandstone, at first mixed with brittle trapand quartz, butafter-
wards much freer, appears. Its dip is towards the east and north, at
a small angle. In the centre of our valley, to the north of the free-
stone range, and to the south of that of the trap-tuff, an amygdaloidal
ridge traverses the parish from east to west ; and a curious clink-
stone porphyry is found in the quarry near Lockhead. Some ap-~
pearances of lead induced the proprietors of Newholm to make
search for it; but the attempt was ultimately abandoned. A vein
of it probably stretches from Candy Bank eastward through this
and the parish of Linton by Silver Holes. A sort of tilly substance
is found in the south corner of the parish, which forms excellent
oven-stones.

Soil.—1It is said that in warm climates the Phonolitic districts
are extremely fertile and well adapted to the culture of the vine ;
and it is affirmed that this fertility arises from these rocks impart-
ing to the soil during theit decomposition a great quantity of al-
kali. But in higher latitudes, such alluvial formations are general-
ly meagre. In this parish the soil resting on these rocks is re-
markable neither for its fertility nor sterility. In general, itisa
dry friable earth or sandy loam, in some situations abundantly deep,
but in others rather shallow. Our soil is more fertile towards the
hill than in the plain below. A sort of clay-soil of a rusty iron
colour abounds in the parish, and the subsoil is mostly of this na-
ture. In a few low situations an imperfect moss earth has been
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formed by stagnant water over the original soil, but in general it is
free from damp.

Botany.—The soil covering rotten whin is said to produce in
this county only ling (Calluna vulgaris,) and similar plants equally
worthless; but in this parish all the common grasses and other rural
plants are found on the arable lands in abundance, and the swamps
have their full proportion of marsh plants. Perhaps our hills, al-
though clothed with grass almost to the top, are deficient in the
variety of alpine vegetation. Genista Anglica, Newholm plantations ;
Ribes alpinum, west from Craft Andrew; Myriophyllum spicatum,
in a ditch near town foot; Equisetum hyemale, at Nine Wells, are
the rarest plants hitherto noticed in the parish. Hippuris vulgaris
and Primula farinosa,-one of the rarest and prettiest of plants, may
be found in three different habitats on the eastern confines of Dol-
phinton.” The few following plants are mentioned as inhabitants
of this district, not because they are rare, but as they afford
a botanical index to the nature of our soil and climate, as connect-
ed with the physical distribution of the vegetable creation. In
the meadows, buckbean, sun-dew, orchis, meadow-sweet, marsh
marigold, cotton-grass, louse-wort; on the hills, tormentil and
foxglove; in the plantations and fields not under cultivation, saxi-
frage, wood-anemone ; and of the grasses, there are, in most abun-
dance, bent, hair, sedge, foxtail, Timothy, fescue, and cocksfoot ;
by the way side, stone-crop, ragged-Robin, self-heal, and most of
the crow-foot varieties. Several of the fields at Garvaldfoot are,
in spite of many judicious attempts to extirpate them, white in July,
as if covered with snow, from the astonishing abundance of the
ox-eye, Chrysanthemum Leucanthemum.

There are no forests in the parish, but the trees in it show
what may be produced. The heritors are still gradually extend-
ing their plantations. As the parish is sheltered by nature from
every quarter but from the windy west, two or three broad stripes
stretching across the valley would be of essential service.

-

IL—Civir HisToRY.*

Historical Notices.— Till the epoch of the revolution, Dolphin-
ton belonged to the diocese of Glasgow, and deanery (or, after
the year 1585, the presbytery) of Lanark. In 1644, when the

* For the Civil and Ecclesiastical History of the Parish, see Chart. Paisley, No.
333, 842.—MS. Rental-Book, 11.—Privy Sesl, Reg. xxxvii. 49, 51 .—Inquis. Spec.

257, 260, 393.— Hamilton of Wishaw's MS. Account, 51.—And Caledoni, iii. La-
narkshire, passim.
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presbytery of -Biggar was erected, this parish was included in its
jurisdiction, and became part of the synod of Lothian and Tweed-
dale. In the time of the sycophantish Baliol, and also after the
disastrous defeat of David IL at Durham, when the English boast-
ed that their marches were from Soutray to Carlops and Cross-
cryne, Dolphinton was a border parish. And, had the geographi-
cal circumstances of the district been the rule by which parishes
were originally classed, it would have belonged to Peebles-shire.
- The names of places, habitations, fosses, and sepulchres still
extant, prove that the parish was anciently inhabited by the native
Britons ; but no traces of the Romans now remain. The marks of
the Romanised Britons have, from their original similarity, been long
confounded with those of the British Gauls; and even the foot-
steps of the Saxons who, after the subversion of the Celtic domi-
nion occupied this district, are few and indistinct. The dawn of
our history as a separate parish begins with the acquisition of it
by Dolfine. How long his descendants retained the territory has
not been ascertained. But it is certain that the manor and pa-
tronage of the church became an early pertinent of the baronial
territory of Bothwell, and with it underwent the stormy changes
of its brave proprietors. During the reign of Alexander 1IL Dol-
phinton belonged to Walter Olifard, Justiciary of Lothian, who
died in 1242. It next passed, by marriage probably, to Walter de
Moray, the progenitor of Sir Andrew, who was the faithful part-
mer in command with Wallace, the veteran champion with Bruce
in all his victories, and the Regent of Scotland in the minority of
David 1I. Edward L gave it to Aymer de Vallence, Earl of
Pembroke, when guardian for Scotland. In 1870, Johanna, only
child of Sir Thomas Moray, carried it to the grim Archibald
Douglas, Lord of Galloway, who, after the battle of Otterburn,
became Earl of Douglas. In 1440, after the young Douglas was
served at dinner in Edinburgh Castle with the ominous dessert of
a bull’s head, James Earl of Avondale became proprietor of our
manor. In 1455, when a single battle at Abercorn might have
raised Douglas to the throne, but when his own indecision, and
the desertion of Hamilton sunk him to an exile, Dolphinton re~
verted to the crown. In 1483, James IIL conferred it on Sir
James Ramsay, one of the ablest of his favourites. After the as-
sassination of James at Beaton’s mill, Ramsay lost it by forfeiture,
and Dolphinton was, in 1488, given by James IV. tothe masterof his
household, Patrick Hepburn, Lord Hailes. In 1492, when the
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treasonable connection of the Earl of Angus with England became
apparent, with a view to remove him from the command of the

- border passes and forts, Hepburn gave him Dolphinton and other
centrical lands in exchange for Liddesdale, and the strong castle
of Hermitage ; but the superiority was retained till 1567, when it
was forfeited by the restless James Earl of Bothwell, whose crimes

- caused Queen Mary’s cruel fate, and his own imprisonment for
ten years in a Norwegian dungeon. In 1581 this property was
granted to Francis Stewart, who, in his turn, was created Earl
Bothwell ; but in 1598 it was escheated to the crown by his at-
tainder. Soon after this period the ancestors of the present noble
family of Douglas acquired this manor. Chalmers says, in Caledo-
nia, Vol. iii. that, during the seventeenth and part of the eighteenth
century, the lands of Dolphinton were held in property by the fa-
mily of Brown, but on a stone in front of the burying-aisle for the
predecessors and successors of William Brown of Dolphinton, the
date 1517 is quite legible. In 1755, Kenneth Mackenzie, advo-
cate, succeeded the Browns by marriage ; but Lord Douglas still
retains the patronage, and most of the superiority. Exposed to
the havock of border raids, and Annandale lifters, and thus identi-
fied with the most memorable revolutions of the nation, it is pro-
bable that in early times but a small proportion of our parishion-
ers died in their bed.

Eminent Men.—Major Learmont, an officer of skill and courage,
was an elder of our congregation, and proprietor of Newholm,
which is not situated in Peebles-shire, as stated in Sampson’s Rid-
dle, and in the Parliamentary records-of the time, but in this pa-
rish. In 1666, when the accidental scuffle in Galloway drove the
Covenanters to arms, Learmont, Colonel Wallace, and Veitch, who
lived at the hills of Dunsyre, went to Ayrshire to collect their
friends. In Echard’s History of England, and Law’s Memorials, it
is stated that Learmont was a tailor,—and Wodrow, instead of cor-
recting the averment, merely rebuts the inference, by arguing that
even a tailor may become eminent in the art of war. At the battle
of Pentland-hills, he, as commander of the horsemen, led on the
second attack, in which he carried every thing before him, and al-
most captured the Duke of Hamilton. But when Dalziel brought
up his whole left wing of cavalry, there being three to one against
Learmont, he was borne down. He had his horse shot under him
when drawing off his men. But he started back to a fold dike,
killed one of the four dragoons who pursued him, and, mounting
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the dead man’s horse, he made "good his retreat in spite of the
other three. After this unfortunate affair, the major’s life and for-
tunes were both forfeited in absence. The Laird of Wishaw, his
brother-in-law, by paying a composition, obtained the property for
the interest of Learmont’s family.* Notwithstanding the share
he had in these civil wars, he survived the revolution, and died at
Newholm in 1693, in the 88th year of his age. Near the door of
our church, under a rustic flat stone, without even the initials of his
name, the mortal remains of the pious soldier now sleep in the
still and peaceful bed where the weary are at rest, and where the
prisoner hears no more the voice of his oppressor.

Parochial Registers.—The parochial registers commence in 1693,
and have been but indifferently kept. A poem, in Latin, by Drum-
mond of Hawthornden, is the only ancient paper relating to the
parish. .

Antiquities.— The remains of a campare yet in a tolerable state of
preservation, on the top of Keir-hill; and there are others a few hun-
dred yards above the church, at Chesterlees, and also at Ash-hill,
and on the farm of Newmill. The British words caer and chesters,
both signifying camp, show by whom these stations were occupied.—
A tumulus of stones, to the height of four or five feet, with a regular
ring of larger stones, nearly sixty paces in circumference, on the
height, about three quarters of a mile south-west of the manse,
points out either a place of sacrifice under the Druids, or an en-

- closure of the summer residence of the native Britons.— A short
way east from this station, an ornament of fine gold, resembling the

® For sixteen years every endeavour was made to secure the major’s person,—but
he had a vault dug under ground, which long proved the means of safety to him. It
entered from a small dark cellar which was used as a pantry, at the foot of the inside
stair of the old mansion-house, descended below the foundation of the building, and
issued at an abrupt bank of the Medwin, forty yards distant from the house, where
a feal dike screened it from view. When the noise of the cavalry reached the major's
sttentive ear, the blade of the tongs was applied to a small aperture fitted for the pur-
pose of raising a flat stone, which neatly covered the entrance to the vault; and be-
fore a door was opened, the C was safe. Tradition says that the man-ser-
vant was three times led out blindfolded to be shot, because he would not betray the
secret. Learmont having again taken the field at Bothwell Bridge, exposed himself
anew to the fury of the persecutors. By the treachery of a maid-servant, he was at
last apprehended, and ordered for execution ; but the sentence of death was commut-

" ed into imprisonment on the Bass.

+ As these accounts, handed down for a century and a-half, had become confused,
this detail was submitted to an intelligent lady, who was born at Newholm upwards of
ninety years ago. She states, that the stones of the vault were, at an early period,
taken to build the garden wall; therefore no trace of the retreat was found when New-
holm house was last rebuilt.
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snaffle-bit of a horse’s bridle, with about forty gold beads, having
the impression of a star, was found.—Stone coffins have been laid
open in various parts of the parish, and there are innumerable ap-
pearances of sepulchral remains; but whether they are those of
Druidical victims sacrificed at their feasts, or of men slain in battle,
cannot well be ascertained.

IIL—PoruLaTION.
In 1755, the population was 302

In 1791, - - - 20

In1801,- - . - 2381

In 1811, - - - 268

In 1821, - - - 23
1n 1881, . - - 275 vis. 129 males and 146 females.®
1n 1831 the number of births was, - - - - 18
of deaths, - - - . - N |
of marriages, - - - 6
of persons under l.”yennollge, - - 84
upwards of 70, - 6
of unmarried men and widowers upwards of60 years oiage. 6
of unmarried women upwards of 45, - 4
Number of families in the parish, - - - - - 56
The average number of children in each family, . - - 5
The vumber.of families chiefly engaged in agriculture, - - - b3
in trade and manufactures, - 6

Comparing the population with the extent of soil, there may be
about 8} acres of arable land, and nearly 8} acres of moor pasture
to every individual.

The people are generally industrious, sober, contented, and in-
telligent. The tenants have every qualification necessary for car-
rying on the most improved courses of husbandry of which the
district is susceptible.

IV.—INDUSTRY.

Agriculture, or the mechanical arts connected with husbandry,
form our only branches of industry. The number of Scots sta-
tute acres which have been cultivated is about 2000 ; uncultivat-
ed 900, of which 200 or 300 might be reclaimed. There may be
upwards of 300 acres in plantation.

Rent of Land.—Rent may vary from Is. to L.4 peracre. Ave-
rage of arable land and meadows, L. 1 per acre. Average rent of

® The actual population at the taking of the last Government census was 305, but
the difference between the two numbers was owing to a contingent population being
engaged at the time in making a new road.
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grazing, L.3 per cow; L. 1, 10s. for a two-year-old; L.1 for a
one-year-old ; and 5s. for a full-grown sheep pastured for the year.

The valuation of the parish of Dolphinton is L. 850. Of this
amount Richard Mackenzie, of Dolphinton, Deputy-keeper of his
Majesty’s Signet, bas L.640; Charles Cuningham of Newholm,
one of the city clerks of Edinburgh, has L. 180 ; and John Allan
Wardrope of Garvaldfoot, has L. 30. In 1755, when Dr Webster’s
census was taken, the real rental of the parish was near L. 400
Sterling. In 1792, when the last Statistical Account was drawn up,
it was about L. 600, and it is now about L. 1700.

Rate of Wages.—Labourers’ wages, 10s. weekly: Artisans, 2s.
6d. per day.

Breeds of Live Stock.— The sheep, of which there may be 1000,
are, with the exception of a few Cheviots, of the black-faced breed.
The cattle, of which there may be 200 milch cows, and 100 young,
were formerly of an inferior kind, and kept chiefly for breeding and
fattening ; but for some time past the dairy breed of cows have
prevailed. In general, they are partly the Ayrshire breed trans-
ported, and partly the native breed improved, by better feeding
and a skilful crossing.

Husbandry.—In few parishes has the state of husbandry been
more improved within the memory of man than in Dolphinton.
The era of its agricultural revolution may be dated from the ac-
cession of Kenneth Mackenzie. Before his time, both the land
and its occupiers were proverbially in a wretched condition. The
houses were built of mud, and covered with turf. The outfield
land was miserably flayed for the supply of fuel, and otherwise en-
tirely neglected. The crofts were held in runrig, and under the
servitude of sheep-pasturage during the winter. Even after the
rest of the country had adopted the turnip and sown grass hus-
bandry, the tenants here paid their rent mainly by driving lead to
Leith, and purchasing south country meal at Peebles, and carting
it to Carnwath. But Mr Mackenzie had the estate parcelled out
by two intelligent neighbours intg farms, so as to render each the
most commodious for profitable occupancy, and given not to the
highest offerer, but to the applicant who might in all respects be
best qualified to stock and farm the lands, according to the stipu-
lations. Dolphinton was in consequence much improved in a few
years; and the condition of the live-stock, of the implements of
labour, and of the farmers, their families, and servants, have all
made rapid advancement. Nor are. these improvements now by
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any means stationary. Enclosing, planting, draining, levelling,
and liming are yet carried on by all the proprietors. Wet lands,
formerly not worth half-a-crown an acre, yield, by being convert-
ed into water-meadows, 200, 300, or 400 stones of valuable hay.
Till of late years the water-courses were narrow and crooked ; but
now they are widened, deepened, and made strait. One cut alone
for the Medwin, from Newholm to Walston Mill, cost near
L. 1000, and afforded the means to the different proprietors inte-
rested of laying dry 600 Scotch statute acres, which it was former-
ly impossible to drain. In a word, every encouragement is given
to improvement by the proprietors : and no proprietors in this dis-
trict are adding more every year to the value of their estates.

Produce.— The gross amount of raw produce yearly raised in the
parish, as nearly as can be ascertained, is as follows :

Grain of all kinds, 3500 bolls, at 16s. - - L.2800 0 o
Potatoes, 2400 bolls, at 6s. - - - 720 0 O
Turnip, 1250 tons, at 4s. - . - - 250 0 O
Clover hay, 20,000 stones, at 6d. - - - 500 0 o
Meadow hay, 20,000 stones, at 4d. - - - 333 0 0
Pasture, rating it at L. 3 per cow, and allowing 2 acres for each cow,

200 cows, - - - - - 600 0 o
1000 sheep, at 5s. each, - 250 0 O
Young cattle raised,—young horses bred,—gnss seeds, swine, md other

articles of which no particular account can be had, sold annually,say 500 0 0

*L.5953 0 0

® At first sight, a landlord might reasonably be startled at receiving only L. 1700 of
rental from nearly L. 6000 worth of produce, but from this amount there falls to be
deducted,

For fee and maintenance of 50 servants, say only at L. 15 cach, L.750 0 0
For keep of cattle, young and old, 300, at L. 5 each. - 1500 0 0
For seed-corn, 700 bolls, at 16s. - - 560 0 0
For horse’s feed, equal to seed, - - - 560 0 0
For seed-potatoes, at 4 bolls per acre, for 60 acres, - - 70 0 ©
For rent, - - - - - - 1700 0 O

L.5140 0 0

There thus appears to be a very small sum, indeed, for carrying the surplus pro-
duce of the whole parish to market; keeping up b  offices, fe , barness, ploughs,
barrows, carts, &c.—for maintaining, clothing, and educating children,—for sustain-
ing all losses by death of live.stock, failure of crop, fluctuation of markets, and bank-
ruptcy of dealers,—for interest on capital sunk, and remuneration for work done by
both husband and wife. Of old, when farming was profitable, three rents was the
rule by which land was taken, one to the landlord, one to the farm, and the other to
the servants, smith, wright, saddler, &. But now that a rise has taken place in fees
of servants and wages of mechanics, little less than four rents will enable a farmer to
‘ pay day and way.”
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V.—ParqcHiaL EcoNomy.

Markets— Means of Communication.—In 1698 an act of Par-
- liament was obtained for holding a weekly market and two annual
fairs in Dolphinton ; and formerly there were corn, lint, and waulk-
mills, with an inn at both ends of the parish ; but now there is no
markets, fairs, village, post-office, public-house, mill, or manufac-
tory of any kind. There may be two and a-half miles of turnpike-
road, and five miles of parish-roads. The communication between
Glasgow and Berwick might be much facilitated by avoiding the
ridges of Ellsrighill and Corsoncone, and by bringing the road up
the Tairth and down the Medwin.

Ecclesiastical State.—The church is too small for the congrega-
tion, and of a homely exterior, but it is comfortable within. = Our
records bear that, prior to 1650, the glebe was far from the church
and “ the gate to it foul,” and that there was no imanse for the mi-
nister, who had flitted five times in the memory of man. A manse
and glebe of eight acres were then designed at the kirk style. Soon
after they were moved to Bankhead, and in 1718 to the present
site. The present manse was built in 1770, and repaired and en-
larged in 1814, and again in 1828, so that it is now one of the
best in the country.

The glebe contains fourteen imperial acres.* In 1275, the whole
spiritual revenues of Dolphinton were estimated at L. 3, 6s. 8d.
Sterling. 1In 1561, they were let at L. 4, 3s. 4d. At this, the pe-
riod of the Reformation, the stipend paid to the officiating minister
amounted to L. 1, 8s. 0jd. Sterling. Prior to 1729, it was about
L.30; but it was soon after augmented to L. 47, 4s. 5d.; and by
the Government it is now raised to L. 150, and L. 8, 6s. 8d. for
communion elements.

The parish seems from ‘the earliest period to have been sup-
plied with a church and priesthood, conformable to the existing
establishment. John de Saint Andrews, rector of this church, wit-
nessed two charters, granted by Allan Bishop of Argyle at Paisley
in September 1253. John Silvester, parson of Dolphinton, La-
narkshire, swore fealty to Edward L at Berwick, in August 1296.
At the reformation from popery, John Cockburn, brother of Sir
James Cockburn of Skirling, was rector, and had been presented
to the living by the well known Earl of Bothwell. In February
1561-2, Cockburn reported that the revenues of the parsonage

* In Bagemont's roll, Dolphinton is taxed L. 4, being a tenth of the estimated
value of its spiritual revenues.
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were then let at L. 50 yearly, from which there were paid L. 13,
8s. 8d. Scots yearly to the minister who served in the' church,
and L. 8, 6s. 8d. Scots, to the Archbishop of Glasgow, for pro-
curations and synodials. At the second reformation, viz. from
prelacy, Alexander Sommerville, minister of this parish, acted a
prominent part. At the earliest stage of the struggle, he with
Henderson and others, resisted the orders. of their archbishops to
use the liturgy. When charged to obey on pain of imprisonment
and ejection as a rebel, he supplicated the privy-council, and got
the diligence suspended. He was appointed moderator of the La-
nark presbytery in the place of the constant moderator for the
bishops. He was also nominated one of the commissioners to at-
tend the tables at Edinburgh. In 1638, he represented the pres-
bytery at the memorable Glasgow assembly, and opened the busi-
ness by preaching before an immense congregation, all armed with
“ whingers.” The presbytery of Biggar was, through his influence,
erected in 1644. - He died about the year 1649, and was succeed-
ed, on 1st April 1650, by James Donaldson, who was ejected from
his living in 1663 for nonconformity to prelacy. Immediately after
the suspension of Donaldson, William Dogood officiated as an
Episcopalian clergyman. He was succeeded by Alexander Dousr
glas on the 28th September 1675. He went to Douglas, and was
succeeded on the 24th April 1679 by Andrew Hamilton. He was
succeeded by James Crookshanks, who was instituted 17th May
1684, and deposed for profane swearing. Donaldson was reinstated
in 1688. John Sandilands was ordained January 1693; John San-
dilands, his son, October 1711 ; John Bowie, May 1717 ; Thomas
MacCurty, November 1770 ; James Ferguson, August 1773 ; John
Gordon, March 1781 ; Robert Russell, March 1815; John Aiton,
. April 1825, _

There were formerly four dissenting churches within reach. Of
these two are totally deserted, and the other two had been long
without any stated pastors till of late. The average number of
communicants is about 130, and of attenders on public worship
100. During the last seven years there have been five charitable
collections, amounting in all to about L. 30.

Education.—The school and dwelling-house are very comfort-
able and commodious. The salary is L. 26, and the wages yield
about L.15. William Brown, about 1658, mortified four acres of
land, now worth L. 8, for behoof of the schoolmaster, and 1000
merks, the interest of which is paid him for educating poor scholars.

4



DOLPHINTON. 63

He mortified 200 merks, the interest to be paid to the poor.
He also mortified two acres of land to the minister, which has not
been possessed by him since the revolution. Mr Bowie laid out
8000 merks for the lands of Stonypath ; and in 1759 he mortified
them to the minister and kirk-session, to be disposed of as follows :
100 merks to the schoolmaster for educating 20 scholars; 100
merks for educating any lad of a bright genius, to be allowed for
six years, whom failing, to pay apprentice-fees; 50 merks, either
to be distributed among the poor of the parish, or to be laid out
in buying books for the poor scholars; and 50 merks to the mini-
ster, with all the other profits arising from the lands, to compen-
sate for his trouble as factor.

Poor.—There are 4 paupers, who receive at present L.17
per annum. The whole yearly expenditure of the kirk-session is
not less than L.25. In 1755, the average of the ordinary collec-
tions on Sabbath was 1s. In 1792 it was 1s. 6d.; and for the last
ten years it has averaged nearly 3s. 10d. The interest at four per
cent. of L. 250, invested on bond, yields L. 10. These sums, to-
gether with 11s. 1d. being interest on Brown’s mortification, and
what is derived from proclamations and the use of the mortcloth,
may amount to about L.21.

Library.—In summer 1825, a parochial library was established,
which, by liberal contributions in aid of the funds, now contains a
considerable number of useful and well-read books.

March 1834,



PARISH OF DUNSYRE.

PRESBYTERY OF BIGGAR, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALE.

THE REV. MR WILLIAM MEEK, MINISTER.*
GEORGE C. RENTON, ASSISTANT.

L—TorocraPHY AND NaTuraL HisTory.

Name and Boundaries.— V AR10US etymologies have been given
of the name. The most probable is, that it is compounded of Dun
and Seer, the hill of the prophet. The place seems to have been
originally the site of a Druidical temple.

The summit of the water-level, at the upper end of the parish,
where the stream, by a single turf, might be sent either to the Clyde
or the Tweed, to the Atlantic or the German Ocean, is 735 feet
above high water at the Broomielaw at Glasgow. The parish is
bounded by Dolphinton and Walston on the south-east and south;
Linton on the east and north; West Calder on the north; and
Carnwath on the west. The extent of surface is 17.25 square
miles, or 11071 imperial acres. Its form is nearly a parallelogram,
having its longest sides lying south and north.

Topographical Appearances.— The range of the Pentlands, which
commences in the vicinity of Edinburgh, may be said to terminate
with Dunsyre hill, after extending to the length of twenty miles.
This hill is precipitous and rugged, composed of the same stone as
Arthur Seat and Salisbury Craigs. It rises about 500 feet above the
water level already stated; 1235 feet above high water at Glasgow.
From it a range of hills verges towards the west, which gradually
slopes into a flat towards Carnwath parish. In the valley betwixt
Dunsyre and Walston ranges, runs the water Medwin, through a
tract of flat ground about a mile in breadth and three in length,
which in that.distance falls only about nine feet.

There is a very large cave on the hill Craigengar, on the north-
eastern boundary of this parish, which is said to have been a chief
rendezvous of the gipsies or tinkers in this part of the country.

® This Account was drawn up by the Rev. Mr Meck.
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Meteorology.—In summer, Fahrenheit’s thermometer averages
from 60° to 70° and in winter from 40° to 44°; but in frost the
range is from 22° to 34°. It has sometimes been as low as 16°,
but very seldom. The general range of the barometer is betwixt
29 and 30, so that the average may be stated at 29.5. It has been
as high as 30.6, and as low as 28.5; but these are extremes which
it rarely approaches.

The valley of Dunsyre lies almost due east and west, having on
each side a range of hills. The rainbow often exhibits a most
beautiful and imposing appearance in this valley. This generally
happens where the sun is in the west. Three irises are usually
seen: I have beheld three entire, and the fourth imperfectly
formed. The most prevailing winds in the parish are those from
the west. They often sweep the valley with great violence, being
confined by the ranges of the mountains. The soft freestone with
which the houses are generally built becomes damp several hours
and even days previous to a storm of wind and rain; a certain in-
dication of a change of weather. As a symptom of the dampness
of the climate, the doors in the interior of the houses frequently
stand covered with drops of damp, which run in streams to the
floor. This must arise in a great measure from the extent of flat
marshy ground on the banks of the river, where the water is al-
most in a stagnant state, and renders the river in many places im-
passable. Rheumatism consequently prevails, and there are very
few who escape its excruciating ravages. Nervous disorders, pro-
bably originating in the same cause, are also common.

Hydrography.— There is abundance of fine springs in this pa-
rish. One which is in great esteem issues from a rock of whin-
stone, on the face of Dunsyre-hill, and seems to be affected neither
by summer drought nor winter rains. There is another very
abundant spring on the glebe, called the Curate’s well. It con-
sists of two circular holes filled with soft sand, from which the
water issues; and all around, the ground is composed of the
hardest clay and gravel. At intervals of five or ten minutes, it
bubbles up at three apertures, as if it emitted air. There is ano-
ther remarkable stream at Easton. It flows in great abundance,
and if wood be left for any length of time in its waters, it becomes
encrusted over with a white substance. It appears to issue from a
red freestone rock,—as this seems to lie in a thick bed all around,
three or four feet from the surface; or perhaps from limestone
which may be below the freestone. There is another fine spring

LANARK. E
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on the farm of Auston Park, consecrated to St Bride, and re-
markable for the abundant flow and purity of its waters. It ap-
pears to rise from a bed of sand, upon approaching a lower seam
of clay and gravel. On the verge of the marsh, there are many
springs deeply charged with iron-ore, and seeming to rise either
from that mixture or from coal. ,

The only loch in the parish, the Craneloch, lies in an ele-
vated situation in the moors,—upwards of 300 feet above the water
level. It is about a mile in circumference, surrounded with marshy
grounds and skirted with heath. All around, nothing is presented
to the eye but a bleak inhospitable desert. The water is of a
dark mossy colour, of a pretty high temperature, and very deep.
It abounds with pike and perch, which are allowed to enjoy their
solitary waters unmolested.

Medwin is the chief stream in the parish, and rises in the north-
east corner of it, near the foot of the hill Craigengar. It pursues
a southerly direction for about six miles, when it suddenly turns
to the west. It is here joined by a stream, called West Water,
fully as large as itself, which rises amongst the range of hills in
the northern side of the parish. It continues to run at a very
slow rate along the vale of Dunsyre, forming the boundary be-
twixt it and Dolphinton, and then that of Walston. Its greatest
width is about thirty feet, its greatest depth about ten. It runs
shallow and rapid in some places, but in general, from the flat-
ness of the ground, its motion is slow and inert.

Geology and Mineralogy.—Dunsyre-hill is composed partly of
blue whinstone; partly of strata of freestone, dipping about an
angle from 7° to 10° towards the north. The range which diverges
from Dunsyre-hill contains deep beds of pure limestone, resembling
gray marble; some of them eight and even sixteen feet deep.
These beds are frequently cut across by dikes-of clay, gravel, and
loose blocks of the same material. In the channels of some of
the streams which run down from the high ground are beds of what
is denominated Coston limestone. This is apparently a mixture
of sand and lime, which has been subjected to heat, and is extreme-
ly hard.

Some traces of iron-ore are to be found in these last-mentioned
rocks in close union with the stone ; and copper-ore in some places
has been discernible. Coal has also been considered as lying
under these strata, and attempts have been made to dig it, but

without success, A fair trial has never been made. The line of
3
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the seams which run across the island passes through Dunsyre
to the east. It has also been wrought about a mile to the west,
and runs on to Douglas, and passes through Ayrshire to the-Mull
of Cantyre. Calc-spar is discernible in many parts in the parish.
There are various alluvial deposits in this parish. At the foot
of those streamlets which descend from the high grounds are se-
veral acres of fine soil carried upon the flat marshy land below.
This soil is generally a mixture of clay and sand, of a reddish co-
lour, and bears most excellent crops.  The river has also, by being
often flooded, deposited on its banks sand to the height, in some
places, of two or three feet above the surrounding bog.  This large
flat is mostly composed of moss,—in some places eleven and even
sixteen feet in depth. In digging down the one-half of that depth,
it is found to become soft, and the water and sludge rise to the
mouth of the pit. It lies in a kind of basin, whose bottom is adhe-
sive clay. Branches and trunks of trees are everywhere deposited in
it, and these are generally composed of hazel, alder, and willow."
Soil.— The soil in this parish, especially in the eastern part, may
be said to be generally sandy, and the grounds appear to have been,
at one time, traversed by currents of water. Towards the west,
the subsoil seems to consist of the debris of various hills; among
which are found stones of all kinds mixed with sand and clay, and
occasionally transparent pebbles. These stones appear to have
been rounded by attrition. The light sandy grounds in a few years
are covered with heath, if not kept clear by the plough; and the
other soils become foul with rushes, paddock-pipes, and the coarse
bog grasses. In many places the Yorkshire fog, as it is called,
covers all the surface, partlcularly if inclined to moss.
Roology.—On this head, it may be only mentioned, that the
gannet, or sea-gull, frequents this parish, especially when a storm
of wind and rain is threatened. This appears rather singular in a
parish situate nearly thirty miles from the sea coast. The lap--
wing also migrates in flocks to this point during the summer sea-
son, and has been known to continue during winter. 'The eagle is
sometimes seen on the hills to the north of Dunsyre, particularly
on Craigengar. There is plenty of grouse in these moors, and a
few black game. The gray plover is everywhere to be seen. Wild
ducks are numerous in the marshes ; and during a storm the parish
is often visited with flocks of wild geese, to the amount of ﬁfty or
sixty in a covey.
Medwin is a fine trouting stream. The trout are for the most
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part red, of a considerable size, and reckoned superior in quality
to those of either Clyde or Tweed. Pike of a very large size is
often found in the deep parts of the river.

II.—CiviL HisToRyY.

Historical Notices.—Many distinguished characters have been
proprietors in this parish. So early as the year 1147, William de
Sommerville, the third of that noble family, afterwards Lord Som-
merville, married Margaret, daughter of Gualter, who is designed
of Newbigging, and Lord of Dunsyre. Sir Patrick Hepburn of
Hales was, during his father’s life, designed of Dunsyre, in the
year 1450, who, on account of his great merit and fortune, was
by King James IIL created a Baron or Lord of Parliament, ante
annum 1456. Adam Second Lord Hales succeeded his father,
during whose life he had been designed Adam Hepburn of Dun-
syre. His successors were created Earls of Bothwell on the 5th of
October 1488, and the last of the family was created Duke of
Orkney by Queen Mary, whom he had afterwards the honour to

marry.

Archibald the Sixth Earl of Angus exchanged his castle and
lands of hermitage in Liddesdale, with Hepburn Earl of Bothwell,
for the castle of Bothwell in Clydesdale; and hence this property
fell into the hands of the Douglases. It has since belonged to va-
rious individuals.

Sir Norman Macdonald Lockhart of Lee and Carnwath, Ba-
ronet, is now proprietor of almost the whole parish. The valua-
tion of the parish, as fixed in 1733, amounted to L. 1450 Scots
money; of which Sir Norman Lockhart has L. 1388, 13s. 4d., and
the remainder L. 66, 6s. 8d. belongs to the Rev. Mr Aiton, which
was bequeathed by the late Rev. Mr Bowie, minister of Dolphin-
ton, to the minister serving the cure of that parish.

Parochial Registers.—The earliest registers of the parish are
dated June 7, 1690. By minute of that date, Mr Robert Skene,
curate of the parish, is required to give up the kirk-box and key.
They have been regularly kept till the year 1712. An interval
then occurs till 1760 ; after which they are regularly kept to the
present day.

Antiquities.—The castles generally denominated fortalices,
which were stationed in the valley of Dunsyre, establish the fact
that the parish was well inhabited in early times. At Easter Sax-
on there were no fewer of these than five. At Todholes, in the west
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end of the parish, stood one of considerable strength, with a fosse
aroundit. There were castles of the same construction at Westhall
Hills, Auston; and about 300 yards from the church stood the castle
of Dunsyre. It had a vault on the ground story, with two apart-
ments above, which were approached by a circular staircase at one
of the corners. About eighty or a hundred years ago, the Baron
baillie held his courts in this tower, and in the vault were kept the
thumbkins and the boots for torture. On the death of the last
baron, who is represented to have exercised a tyrannical sway, the
people of the village met, and destroyed these odious engines.

Many Roman reliques have been found here. The line by
which the army of Agricola reached the camp at Cleghorn lies
through the parish of Dunsyre, and the route can be traced up the
county of Tweeddale. The entrance to the glen or valley where
Dunsyre is situate is called the Garvald or Garrel; it forms the
most natural and easy communication betwixt the east and west of
the plain. Through this rugged pass lies the Roman line, mark-
ed out by a dike of earth. Several cairns occur here and in the
neighbourhood ; in some of which urns have been found. One of
these is about 6 inches in diameter. It is composed of burnt.
clay, and rudely carved over. Its under part is narrow, of the
shape of the human heart, and projects from the depth of 7 inches
about 2} towards the mouth.*

Among the many places to which the champions of the Refor-
mation fled for safety, Dunsyre was one of the chief. On the con-
fines of this parish, where it borders with Lothian and Tweeddale,
is a deep ravine, in the centre of which there is a large collection
of stones. This deep rugged spot bears the name of Roger’s Kirke,
which, in all probability, it received from one of the covenanting
ministers.

Covenanters.—One of the most celebrated preachers, Mr Wil-
liam Veitch, was tenant in Westhills, which he was forced to aban-
don after the battle of Pentlands in 1667. He was the person de-
puted by the council of the covenanting army, while they were lying
at Colinton, to go to Edinburgh to learn some intelligence of im-
portance. He accomplished this mission with great difficulty, but
without securing the slightest advantage. On returning, he was ac-
cidentally surrounded by a troop of the enemy’s cavalry, from which
he escaped with difficulty, and fled to Dunsyre. Mr Veitch after-

© Several other ca’rns and urns are noticed in the original MS.
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wards escaped to England; and after the Revolution became minis-
ter of Peebles, and thereafter of Dumfries. *

. In 1669, Mr Donald Cargill, one of the mostdistinguished friends
of freedom, whose persecutions were as remarkable as his conduct
was courageous, preached his last sermon on Dunsyre common. He
went, though contrary tothe advice of his friends, to Andrew Fisher’s,
at Covington Mill, where next day he was seized by Irvine of Bon-
shaw. He was treated in the most ignominious manner ; his back
was turned to the horse’s head, his feet tied below its belly; and in
this manner he was led through the streets of Lanark. He was
afterwards hanged in the Grassmarket of Edinburgh, his head
struck off and fixed on the. Netherbow port.

There are several places in the moor which still go by the name
of preaching holes, and which formed the retreat of the persecuted
preachers. Into these they generally retired, while the congrega-
tions dispersed at the approach of the persecutors.

II1.—PoruraTION.
By the return made to Dr Webster about 1750, the population was 859

In 1783, - - - - - 400
1791, - - - - 360
18135, according to census taken by minister, - 312
1821, - - - - - 200
1881, - - - - 335

The decrease has been owing to the union of small farms, and
the dislike which the farmers entertain towards what are generally
denominated cottars.

1. Number of families in the parish, - - - 57
of families chiefly employed in ag'ncu.lture, - 26

chiefly employed in trade, manufactures, or handicraft, 19
2. Number of unmarried men, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 13

of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, - 18
3. The average number of births yearly, for the last 7 years, - -
of deaths, - - - - -
of marriages, - - - . 2’
4. The number of persons at present under 15 years of age. - -
upwards of 70, - - - 7

No nobility, nor families of independent fortune reside in the pa-

rish. There are only two proprietors, and both their properties are
worth upwards of L. 50 annually.

® See notice of Major Learmonth in Account of Dophinton.
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IV.—INDusTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.
There are in the parish, cultivated and occasionally in tillage, upwards of 3000 acres.
Constantly in pasture, many of which are waste and of very little value, 8000

Capable of being improved by a Judlclous application of capital, 2000
Under wood, - - - - - 30
Undivided common, - - - - - - 0

All the wood has been planted ; and, from being constantly cut
without any new plantation, will very soon cease to exist altoge-
ther. The trees are Scotch fir and larch.

Rate of Wages.—Farm men-servants receive for summer and
winter, being generally hired by the year, from L. 8 to L. 12, be-
sides bed and board : females during the summer, L. 3, and dur-
ing the winter from L. 2 to L. 2, 10s., bed and board. If the men
are married, they generally receive about L. 10 wages, and a free
house, with a certain quantity of fuel driven. Masons’ wages are
about 2s. 6d. a-day, and a carpenter’s nearly the same.

Breeds of Live Stock.—Considerable attention has been paid
to the breeds of sheep and cattle. The Cheviot are bought in
some instances when hogs, and afterwards fattened on the turnips.
The black-faced are the:staple breed, of which there are no fewer
than 150 scores in the parish. They are also reared for fatten~
ing on turnips. The Ayrshire breed of cattle is generally culti-
vated, and a cross-breed of heavier stock is annually reared for
draughting and feeding on turnips.

Particular attention has been paid to the dairy. The number
of milch cows kept by the farmer is generally betwixt 20 and 30.
The milk-houses are fitted up in the neatest manner, so as to pre-
serve the milk fresh and clean. The usual method is to make
butter, which is salted and sold about Martinmas. Of the skim-
med milk, cheeses are made, which are sold about the same time.

Dunlop cheeses are also made, and rival any from Ayrshire.

Husbandry.— The fourth rotation is that which is generally
practised, as the soil will scarcely admit of a heavier cropping.
Turnips are reared in great abundance, and few parishes can boast
of 50 fine crops.

The Medwin has lately been straightened, and will thus afford a
facility for draining the surrounding bog. Draining has been car-
ried on to a considerable extent; and irrigation was first practised
in this parish in the upper ward of Clydesdale, and has been im-
proving constantly for the last twenty years. The late William
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Brown, tenant at Mains, was the first to introduce the improved
system of husbandry into this parish.

Leases are granted for nineteen years. The farm-buildings are
in general commodious, and in good repair. But the enclosures
are few, and in a very indifferent condition.

Produce.— The average gross amount of raw produce raised in
the parish, as nearly as can be ascertained, is as follows :

Produce of grain of all kinds, whether cultivated for food of man or the domestic

animals, - - - - - - L.384 0 o0
Of potatoes, - - - - - 270 0 0
Of turnips, - - - - - 1940 0 o
Of hay, whether meadow or cultivated, - - - 750 0 ©
Of land in pasture, rating at L. 3 per cow or full-grown ox grazed,

or that may be grazed for the season, - - 978 0 0
Of land in pasture, rating at 5s. per ewe or full-grown sheep pastured,

or that may be pastured for the year, - - - 1250 o0 o

Total yearly value of raw produee, - L.9052 0 p

V.—ParocHiaL Economy.

Market-Towns, §c.—The nearest market-towns are Carnwath
and Biggar: the former, about 6 miles from the village of Dun-
syre, where there is a weekly market held on Friday, which may
be said to be the chief resort for farm produce from this parish.
Biggar is about 8 miles distant, and is attended from this parish
principally for seed-corn in spring on Thursday, every week, and
its fairs are frequented for horses, cattle, and lambs. Linton,
however, in Tweeddale, which is about 6 miles distant, constitutes
the principal sheep and wool market.

Village.—Dunsyre village consists of a population of about 50
souls, chiefly composed of tradesmen, for the accommodation of
the parish,—smiths, masons, wrights, tailors, shoemakers, &c.
There was once a considerable village at Weston. But now the
remaining cottages are chiefly inhabited by the servants and fani-
lies belonging te the farms of that name.

Means of Communication.— Dunsyre keeps up a weekly commu-
nication with Edinburgh by means of carriers; and the parish is
traversed three or four times a-week by carriers from the vicinity
of the metropolis. They purchase butter, eggs, and fowls, which
are generally sold at the Saturday market.

There is no post-office in the parish. Carnwath is the chief
post-town for Dunsyre. A runner from the post-office at Linton
to Roberton, in Dolphinton, might be had twice a-week for L. 2
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yearly. Thisarrangement would serve three parishes, and pay back
more than the outlay.

Ecclesiastical State—The parish church stands on a tumulus
or mound, on the northern banks of the Medwin, and is quite con-
veniently situate for the inhabitants. At what time the church
was built is uncertain. About 1750 it was thatched with heath ;
as it then appears to have received for the first time a slate roof.
At the Reformation, it had been built of the barn construction
with the materials of an old Gothic building. In 1820 it under-
went a complete repair; and a Gothic tower was erected at the
east end, and on each side is a lofty Gothic window. It is seated
to accommodate betwixt 240 and 250 sitters. The seats are all free.
The heritors divided them amongst their tenants in proportion to
their rentals ; and allotted a certain proportion to the village.

The manse was built in 1756, and was pretty well repaired in
1815. It has now, however, become ruinous, and requires either
to be rebuilt, or very thoroughly repaired. There is also a defi-
ciency in the accommodation of office-houses.

The glebe consists of fifteen English acres, exclusive of the
site of the manse, and offices, and garden. It was subdivided and
enclosed with stone dikes, and hedges, and rows of trees, by the
present incumbent, and, being well drained, may be worth L. 30
or L. 40 annually.

The church or living was gifted to the Abbot and Convent of
Kelso, betwixt the years 1180 and 1199, by Helias brother to
Jocelyne, bishop of Glasgow, and held by that Convent from the
twelfth century till the Reformation. This parish was a rectory
of the monks of Kelso; but the revenue they drew from thence
till the year 1316, was not above L. 5, 6s. 8d. annually. At the
Reformation the revenue increased to L. 20. In 1791-2 the sti-
pend was L. 100, exclusive of manse and glebe, which last was es-
timated at L. 10 a-year. In 1811, when the Legislature augmented
the livings below L. 150 to that sum, the living of Dunsyre on an
average of the seven previous years was worth L.114, 17s. 11,%d.
inclusive of L. 8, 6s. 8d. for communion elements. As the seven
years average was taken when grain was very high, the deficiency
in succeeding years became great; and another act of Parliament
was passed in 1824 to remedy the evil. Still, however, although a
small addition was then made, it seldom happens, from the reduced
price of grain, that the stipend rises to L. 150. It may be worth
while to mention, that the minister was titular of the teinds, and still
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continues to receive annually 15s. 2}d. as feu-duty from the lands
called Kirklands.

There are no chapels or dissenting-houses in the parish; and
hence the parish church is generally well attended. The average
number of communicants is about 170.

The yearly average of collections for the last seven years, in-
cluding fines, mortcloth, interest, &c., is L. 19, 2s. 6}d.

Education.— There is only one parochial school in the parish.
Latin is taught. The salary is about L.28. The schoolmaster
has the legal accommodation, though it is supposed there is defi-
ciency of garden or glebe. There are no individuals in this parish
who have not been taught from their infancy to read and write.

Friendly Society.—A friendly society was instituted about the
year 1799 : it continues, and has for its object to support the sick
or disabled members, and to assist in the funeral expenses of hus-
band or wife.

Poor and Parochial Funds.— The average number of persons re-
ceiving parochial assistance for the last seven years is 5, and the
sum annually allotted to each is about L.6. The funds arising
from collections, fines, mortcloths, proclamations, and interest of
money lent out to the road trustees at five per cent., in general
cover the expenditure ; but when found insufficient, recourse has
been had to voluntary contributions. There was at one time an
extreme aversion to receive parochial aid, and there are still many
in necessitous circumstances who would feel degraded by accept-
ing it. But the spirit of independence is gradually wearing away,
and many consider it not only as not degrading, but talk of it as a
right given to them by the law of the land.

Alehouses.— There are no houses of this description in the pa-

rish.

" Fuel.—The fuel generally used is coal, which is driven from a
distance of twelve miles, and costs about 12s. a ton. A great deal
of peat is dug. In the moors or in the marsh on the banks of
the Medwin, it is to be had in great abundance, but coal is consi-
dered more profitable.

MiscELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS.

When the former Statistical Account was published, the modern
system of husbandry was little known, and as little practised. Nay,
those who had the genius or the hardihood to deviate from the old
beaten path were branded as visionaries. This, however, is not



DUNSYRE. 75

the case in the present day: the farmers are active, industrious,
and prosperous.

The great want in this parish is shelter,—the farms, for the
most part, being quite exposed to the sweep of the east and west
winds. There is also a great deficiency in draining. About two
years ago the Medwin, which ran in innumerable windings, was
straightened for the distance of three miles. This work, however,
has not been sufficiently done, as the water at the under part of
the cut overflows its banks, in consequence of a mill-dam, which
keeps back the water. This should be entirely removed to render
the straightening effectual. Were the flat through which the cut
runs sufficiently drained by ditches into the river, there would be
recovered not less than 400 acres of the best land in the parish,—
all of a deep rich water-borne soil, composed of decayed vegetables,
and: likely to be worth more than one-half of all the land under
cultivation.

At present the principal road runs from the one end of the pa-
rish to the other nearly parallel with the river, at the distance of
half a mile, and at the east end joins the public road from Edin-
burgh to Biggar by a very circuitous route. Whereas, were it to
be continued straight east through the Garvald, to join the same
road near Linton, it would open up a most advantageous commu-
nication.

Revised April 1834.



PARISH OF CARNWATH.

PRESBYTERY OF LANARK, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. JAMES WALKER, MINISTER.

L—ToroGraPHY AND NaTURAL HisToRY.

Name, Exztent, &c.— THE parish of Carnwath is situated in the
upper ward of Lanarkshire, 27 miles S. E. of Glasgow, and 25
miles S. W. of Edinburgh. In some of the old writings belong-
ing to the family of Lockhart of Lee, who is now the proprietor
of the estate, I find it frequently written Cairnwath. The name
is descriptive of the situation of the place, as there is a cairn im-
mediately west of the house and village of Carnwath, (which will
be noticed more particularly afterwards,) and near the bottom of
that cairn there is a wath, which, as my predecessor remarks, means
in the Saxon language a ford. Such is probably the derivation of
the name. The oldest people in the place report, that the wath
or ford at the cairn was almost the only pass across the burn of
Carnwath at all practicable before it was confined by a cut being
made within a narrower space, and bridges thrown over it. The
parish is very extensive, being 12 miles from south to north, and 8
from east to west. Its form is pretty regular, (an oblong square,)
and it is bounded on the west by the parish of Carstairs; on the
east by Dunsyre ; on the south by the parishes of Libberton and
Pettinain ; and on the north by West Calder.

Topographical Appearances.— There are no mountains, or even
hills, which deserve the name, though there are two ranges of high
ground which run through the parish, but which, even at their
highest point, do not exceed 1200 feet above the level of the sea.
The low and flat lands consist either of flow-moss, of which we
have still a large extent, or holm, which stretches along the banks
of Clyde and Medwin, marking the south boundary of the parish.
The climate is such as is experienced throughout Scotland at the
same altitude above the level of the sea,—about 600 feet being
the lowest elevation of any part of the parish; and though there
are still cases of rheumatism to be found among the inhabitants,
they are certainly fewer than they were, owing, no doubt, to the
drainings which have been executed to a great extent in every
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part of the parish within the last forty years.* No distemper,
indeed, seems to prevail more than another, or can be attributed
to the influence of the climate.

Hydrography.— There are several mineral springs in different
parts of the parish, but I am not aware that any of them have
been analyzed, or have attracted particular notice.— The only loch
worthy of notice is what is called the White Loch, immediately
west of the village of Carnwath. It covers about 30 acres, is of
considerable depth in some places, and finely wooded on the south
and west sides. It is more than a mile in circumference. A small
kind of perch is the only fish found in it, and it is chiefly remark-
able as the great rendezvous of the curlers of the district around.
Besides eight or nine rinks, as they are called, each rink consist-
ing of eight individuals, whom the parish supplies, and who are
to be seen contending with each other in generous rivalship, the
curlers from other parishes also frequently meet here to decide
the contest, and sometimes upwards of 200 combatants have been
arrayed against each other on the slippery bosom of the loch. +

Mineralogy.— On the north side of Dippool, coal, iron, and lime-
stone are all to be found. The ridge of ground immediately north
of its banks is chiefly filled with limestone, which is wrought exten-
sively, and is the great depot from which this useful manure is sup-
plied to the surrounding country for many miles. It rises gradually
from the moss on the north bank of the above rivulet, and which
is generally improved to the extent of half a mile; and the whole
of the south acclivity from Westshiel to Eastsidewood has been par-
tially wrought. The metals on this side are disposed as under:
After a tirring, asit is called, of from 20 to 27 feet, comes the lime-
stone, generally about 6 feet in thickness,—and under it, again, is
found a seam of coal of 18} inches, which is generally sufficient for
burning the limestone. All these dip towards the north or fop of
the ridge, while on the opposite, or north side, from the top of the

® I have observed more cases of cancer in the lip than of any other disease ; but
these are not to be ascribed to any thing peculiar to the climate, but to the smoking
of tobacco, and, especially, to the manner which I have seen that done. I once went
into a house where a man was in the last stage of a disease of the kind. He was
still able to take his pipe, and, to my horror, I saw him hand it, when done, to one of
his friends, who again handed it to another ; and both seemed to enjoy it as much
as if it had never come in contact with such a disease.

+ In the end of the year 1832, a curling club was founded in the parish, un-
der the l.umleu of Alexander Macdonald Lockhart, Esq. It consists of sixteen
members, all resident, or born within the barony of Carnwath. The club can, by
means of its members, have two games going on at once, cach member playing two
stones. This is not the common way of playing the game in this country, where
each player appears upon the ice with only one stone. Sixteen people are thus
brought into contact ; but the noise and confusion thus created are far from
adding to the beauty or interest of the game.
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ridge to Cleugh-burn, where the limestone shows itself in great
abundance, the dip is to the south. Troubles, as they are here
called, frequently show themselves in the limestone, and add greatly
to the expense of working it. These troubles are from 4 to 6 feet in
thickness, imbedded in the limestone, and they frequently cut it off
altogether, but make no change in the coal or sandstone : and when
cut out, which is done with great labour and expense, the lime-
stone is found of equal quality with what was formerly obtained. -
They are formed of a substance here called Sklut, which, though
unable to withstand the influence of the sun or the action of the
atmosphere, which soon crumbles it to pieces, resists the opera-
tion of fire: hence they are generally employed for building the
sides of the kilns in which the lime is burned. To give some idea
of the disadvantage arising from these troubles, it may be mention-
ed, that the range of working at one of the most extensive lime-
works on the south side of the ridge is about forty yards, and in
that space one or more of these troubles are always met with.

On the north side of the ridge above-mentioned, down to Cleugh~
burn, presenting an extent of ground greater than the south side,
the limestone is equally abundant, but, being unaccompanied with
coal, has probably from this cause never been wrought to the same
extent.

On crossing Cleugh-burn, an immense field of coal presents itself,
and from thence to the northern boundary of the parish, it is be-
lieved that an inexhaustible store of this, as well as other minerals,
is laid up. The coal has been wrought for time immemorial, but
only partially, till about fifty years ago, when two brothers of the
name of Wilson, Swedish merchants in London, commenced an
iron foundry near a place called Forkens, and in a few years Wil-
sontown rose into existence.

Wilsontown Iron-works.—In the year 1779 the Messrs Wilsons
commenced their preparatory operations for the iron-works, and,
in 1780-81, began the manufacture of pig iron. The difficulties
they had to contend with were numerous and various. The coal,
where previously wrought, was found not well adapted to their pur-
pose; and though they had a sufficient supply at a greater depth
of the very best kind, yet, from the quantity of water in the pits
opened, and which (from the direction of the strata and the nature
of the surface rendering it impossible to obtain a level) could only
be cleared away by means of horses, they were forced to give up the
attempt, and to return to the coal where they first started. With
the supply which this field afforded, the work went on with varied
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success, till in 1787 another furnace was built, and another blowing-
engine of greater power was set agoing. In 1788-89, a steam-
engine was erected to draw off the water from the minerals, and a
large field of coal, extending both ways along the bearing of the
strata, was thus obtained. The work was no# carried on with spirit,
the weekly produce of the furnace increased, and, occasionally,
a second furnace was set to work not only pig-iron, but great
quantities of ballast for ships, and of shot, from 4 to 18 pounders
inclusive. Pipes of various kinds, &c. were made. In 1790-91,
an extensive forge for the manufacture of blooms was erected; but
this had not been at work above one year, when, unhappily, a mis-
understanding arose among the partners, and a law-suit took place,
the issue of which was a dissolution of the copartnery ; and, under
the authority of the Court of Session, there was a sale of the works,
lands, &c. which belonged to the Company. John Wilson Senior, of
London, one of the former partners, became the purchaser. During
the dispute the forge had been stopt, and only one furnace was
kept going ; but after the sale in 1798, the forge was again put to
work with an addition of two hammers, and the two furnaces again
brought into full operation. In a little time, too, a rolling-mill, on
a most extensive scale, and fitted to roll and slit all kinds and sizes
of iron, was built, and set to work ; a powerful blowing engine was
erected ; and the weekly produce of the furnaces, which before this
seldom exceeded twenty, was now increased to forty tons. A lease
of Climpy coal was also at this time obtained, and a village built
there, for the accommodation of the workmen. A chapel, con-
nected with the Relief, was built in the middle of that village, and
a minister ordained by the Relief presbytery; in a word, in every
department prosperity seemed to smile. The coal and iron-stone
mines, the furnaces, the forges, the rolling-mill, the shops of simiths,
carpenters, engineers, and mill-wrights, all were crowded with
workmen. At the census taken in 1807, there were depending on
the work for their support upwards of 2000 souls, and the monthly
payments to the various work-people were not less than L.3000..
This seeming prosperity, however, soon vanished ; forin 1807-8
the company became embarrassed, a severe depression in the iron
trade increased thisembarrassment, and made it fatal ; and, in 1812,
the works were stopt, and the whole population turned adrift upon
the world. From that period, till 1821, they continued unoccu-
pied, the machibery, of course, rusting, and the houses falling into
ruins, when they were purchased by Mr Dixon of the Calder iron-
works, whose son, Mr William Dixon, is now the proprietor.
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The failure of the Wilsontown iron-works gave a dreadful blow
to the prosperity of that part of the country in which they are si-
tuated, and was felt not only in this parish, but in all the parishes
around. It closed a market to the proprietors and tenants for al-
most every kind of produce they had for sale, and which they found
ever ready and convenient. Many of the labourers, too, had all
their hard-earned savings embarked with the company, and were
in a moment reduced to a state of beggary; and of the old and
infirm, many who hoped to spend their old age in comfort and in-
dependence, were added to the paupers’ roll. Even to this day,
indeed, the parish feels, in this way, the effect produced by the
failure; for though many of those who were thus ruined in their
circumstances are dead, yet not a few still remain to swell our as-
sessment. In a word, it may fairly be questioned whether the erec-
tion of Wilsontown iron-works was advantageous to the parish or
the contrary. They no doubt gave an impetus, while they flourish-
ed, to improvements, which probably otherwise would never have
been made; but there can be as little doubt that they have brought
burdens on the heritors which they would never have been called
tobear. As happens in most cases, where suchapopulation hasbeen
collected, the morals of the people have also suffered severely, andthe
religious character of the former inhabitants has been exchanged
for indifference and lukewarmness. But of this hereafter.

The advantageous situation of Wilsontown as an iron work will
best appear from a sketch of the minerals connected with, and be-
longing to it.

The Wilsontown coal-field lies in the form of an elliptical bason
or trough, bearing east of north to west of south about three miles.
The dip is at right angles to the bearing, and is in general about
one to seven or eight.

The main coal, called the ¢ four feet coal,” is the lowest ; above
it are several thinner seams,—one of which, resting on a stratum
of fire-clay, is about two feet in thickness, and has been wrought
occasionally, both for the use of the works and for sale. The ac-
companying strata are numerous and various,—sandstone or free-
stone of different texture and hardness, fakes of various colours,
blaes, (bituminous shale and slate-clay,) fire-clay, small ribs of
ironstone, &c. Above these, and about thirty fathoms above
the main coal, there is a stratum of limestone of excellent qua~
lity. It is five feet thick, and from it has been taken the whole
supply for the use of the furnaces, and all the numerous and va-
rious erections since the commencement of the works. About .
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fourteen fathoms below the main coal are strata of blaes, va-
rying in thickness from fourteen to twenty feet, while on the top
of these lies the great freestone rock, from which have been taken
-all the stones for furnace hearths, and for building both works and
village. A few feet under this rock are several strata of ironstone
about three or four inches thick, which, when stript of the blaes,
are to be seen lying in the form of parallelograms and squares, and
which, though in close contact with each other, do not adhere ;
and, though of different sizes, present the appearance of a regular
laid pavement. In the lowest part of the blaes are several strata of
ironstone, all wrought together in one mine. The uppermost of
these, seldom exceeding three inches thick, is called the ¢ spotted
stone,” from its being mixed with small shells of a yellowish colour.
Next is the dall stone, which do not always lie in close or even
continued succession, are sometimes large and sometimes small,
and have sometimes gone out altogether, but are generally, in this
case, succeeded by a close stratum of spotted stome. Two feet
below this, there is a thin stratum, called from its colour the black
band ; and two feet, or little more, below it, lie the great bands.
This is the strongest of them all, being six or seven inches thick,
lying also in the form of pavement. In some of the hitches or
leaps of this stratum pieces of lead have been found. Ten or
twelve fathoms below this, is a stratum of excellent light or candle
coal, which, in the old company’s time, was wrought to some ex-
tent. It varies in thickness, being on the north-east border of the
field, near the boundary of the county, not above sixteen inches,
while on the south-east, at Tashy-burn, it is two feet thick.

The Climpy field of coal lies on the west side of the Wilson-
town,—the crop of the one nearly approaching the other. It is
undoubtedly of great extent. Its general bearing is the same as
Wilsontown,—stretching to the south-west into the lands of Bir-
nie-hall and Abbey, in the parish of Carstairs; and to the north
into the lands of Muldren, in the parish of West Calder. There
can be little doubt but the Wilsontown, Cleugh, and Climpy fields
of minerals are only successive continuations of the same strata ;
and it may be worthy of remark here, that the same strata make
their appearance a great way to the east.  On the farm of Mosshat-
burn-foot, they are to be seen cropping out, apparently stretching
away towards the lands of Wester and Easter Mosshat. At Moss-
hat-burn-foot, indeed, the Wilsontown company wrought a consi-
derable quantity of the same kind of stone, withthe spotted stone
at Wilsontown ; and it is not unlikely that the limestone formerly

LANARK. P
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wrought at Easter Mosshat and Urates (or Wolfrod) may be the
same with the Climpy and Wilsontown, though perhaps differently
modified.

There are no dikes, properly so called, in the Wilsontown coal
field, but there are several slips or hitches, as they are here called,
of some consequence. The second, from the south-west, may be
distinctly seen in the Burn, a few yards above the bridge at Cleugh.
It throws the strata a long way down to the north-east ; and a sec-
tion of the strata between the main coal and the Wilsontown spot-
ted stone is at the above place finely displayed. At a considerable
distance farther east, another slip or hitch up shows itself to from
eighteen to twenty feet, and here may be seen an instance how
slips sometimes derange the strata; for while on the south-west,
or low side, the distance betwixt the main coal and the craw coal,
next above, is in general about fourteen feet; on the north-east,
or upper side, the space is only about two feet. Still farther east,
a fourth slip throws the strata again up, perhaps even more than
the last; and here another instance of derangement presents itself,
and that in the stratum of coal itself. Throughout the field to the
south-west of this, there is a thin stratum of black stone in the
coal, about eight or ten inches above the pavement, on the top of
what is called the ground coal. This ground coal differs in appear-
ance from the coal above it, called the wall coal. 1t is of a clear
shining black, of a loose texture, and breaks into small cubes; where-
as the wall coal is of a much firmer texture, of a splinty nature,
and much of it of a rough fracture. Besides these, there is be-
twixt the two slips a very little above the black stone, a stratum
of very good candle coal, from four to five inches thick; but after
passing the last mentioned slip, none of these are to be seen, while
a stratum of blackish stone, of a foot to eighteen inches, shows it-
self, dividing the &ed or seam of coal into strata of nearly equal thick-
ness, and without increase or diminution of quantity upon the whole.

The fissures or veins are not what practical men call direct, but
sometimes incline to the right, and sometimes to the left. The
second and third formerly mentioned incline to each other, and
will at last meet, unless, indeed, they are partially deranged, or cut
off altogether by the twisting and bending of the strata at the hol-
low of the trough, which, indeed, there is reason to suspect, as
they have not been seen in the Climpy field.

From what has thus been stated respecting the minerals laid up
at Wilsontown and in the neighbourhood, it will readily be seen
how advantageous the situation4 is for an iron-work. Every thing
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required is here brought together ; and in such quantities too, that
I find it reported by a person employed in 1797 to examine the
state of the minerals, that, ¢ from what he had explored, 40,000
tons of iron might be made annually for the space of ninety years!
that the supply of ironstone is inexhaustible,” &c. *

IL—CiviL History.

Antiquities.—There are few antiquities in the parish worthy of
notice. 'The cairn or moat at the west end of the village, to which
reference has been already made, is evidently artificial, but at
what time it was raised, or for what purpose, I have been unable
to ascertain. It is of a form somewhat elliptical, the diameter
from east to west being longer than from north to south. There
is a hollow on the top, where, it is said, there was the entrance to a
rude stair that reached to the bottom. This has suggested the idea,
that the moat was intended as a burying-place, though tradition
speaks of it as a place of concealment for the plate, &c. belong-
ing to the family of Carnwath, in the troublous times of Bruce
and Baliol. It has evidently been a place of strength, as it is sur-
rounded by a deep ditch, and large mound, + though for what pur-
pose it was raised must remain unkpown. The present proprietor,
Sir N. Macdonald Lockhart, Bart., has, during the last season,
encircled it with a ditch and hedge, and planted it with hard wood,
the Scotch fir never having thriven well upon it. These trees a
colony of crows hias now taken possession of, and seems determined
to destroy, by the load of nests,—having, it is worthy of remark,
returned only lately, after an absence of forty or fifty years.

North and west from the cairn, on the other side of the moss,
are the ruins of Couthalley Castle, formerly the residence of the

® The above was communicated to me, in so far as the minerals of Wilsontown

are concerned, by Mr James Meason, formerly a clerk at the works, and now teach-
ing a small achool in the village of Forth.

distance of Wilsontown from the sea is no doubt a great drawback on the
works,—the iron having to be conveyed to Borrowstounness, a distance of eighteen
miles. This the Union Canal will, perhaps, in some measure remedy.

+ The Sommerville papers mention this mound as a memorial of the first Baron
Sommerville’s firm adherence to the ¢ Brucean interest,” in opposition to the « Bul-
liol faction.” Thus, after stating, that « during all the days of his life he was a con-
stant follower of King Robert Bruce, and ane adherer to his sone King David’s in-
terest when it was in the most desperate condition,” they thus p : “ Witnes
his w&in& upa tlun.ntit.ie of earth, of his lands upon the south-west of Carnwath.
t , which makeing a little hill, 'tis called yet, omnis terra. This was the cus-
tome of these tymes, by which homage they that held the King of Scotland supreme
under God wer distinguished from the Balliol party, or such as owed any homage to
the King of England.”

Of such a custom we have no trace, so far as I know, in Scottish history—and the
name omnis terra, I never heard T"l‘ to the d in quest om- (;;:thﬁh.‘c’:'n ::
ter all, it may be regarded only as alook-out station, connected with ey
as it commuynds an extensive ziew of the country around, and is distinctly seen from
the opposite side of the moss, where the remains of the castle stand.
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ancient family of Sommerville, one of the most opulent and power-
ful families in this part of the country, about the middle of the
twelfth century. Hither James the Sixth seems frequently to have
repaired, perhaps to enjoy his favourite sport of hunting, and here
he seems also to have sometime spent a considerable portion of
his time, as some of the charters granted by him are dated at
Couthalley.* The castle is now a complete ruin, though its extent
may yet be marked; and, from its situation, surrounded on every
side by a deep ditch and earthen mound, with a drawbridge on the
west, it must have been a place of very great strength. It is situated
on the property of John Wilson of Westsidewood, but Sir N. Mae~
donald Lockhart, Bart. is the hereditary Keeper of it.

But the most perfect piece of antiquity which is presented in the
parish is the aisle which we have already mentioned, and which,
though built in 1424, retains much of its original beauty and gran-
deur. It is a Gothic structure, covered with freestone flags; and
the north window especially appears to have been a beautiful piece
of workmanship. It has, successively, been the burying place of the
Sommerville family, of the Dalziels, Earls of Carnwath, and now of
abranch of the Lockhart family. The church, to which, no doubt,
it was attached, and of which it formed a part, was founded in 1386,
and endowed by the existing Lord Sommerville in 1424, with some
lands, which the relict of one of his successors in vain endeavoured
to resume. It was founded for a provost and six prebendaries, and
there was at the same time, and by the same person, provision made
for the maintenance of eight poor old men ; but when or how this
provision ceased is now unknown.

IIL.—PopuLaTION.

1. Population in 1755, - - - - - 2390
1821, - - - - 2888
1831, - - - - 3505
Numbers in villages, 1858
2. Average of births for the last seven years, but mmy of the d:ssenters are
not registered, and quently are not reck d here, - -
Average of deaths for the last five years, - - - 45
Do. marriages do. - - - . 274
3. Number of families, - - - 157
families chiefly employed in ag'nculture, 169
elueﬂy employed in trade, manu&ctures, or handlcraﬂ, 185
Average number of persons in each, (nearly) - - 433
4. Number of inhabited houses, - - - 707
Do. not inhabited, - - - - 181

® The castle of Couthalley, according to the Sommerville papers, was burned down
in 1820, and there is no record, so far as I have been able to ascertain, when or by
whom it was rebuilt. It was burned, no doubt, during sume of the inroads of the
English, which were so frequent at the time, and led to the building of what is called
in the above-menuonedpapers ¢ the double tour in Carnwath lowne. " Of this *“double
tour” not a vestige remains, though the situation of it is marked out by certain lands
being still called Castle Sommerville.
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The number of uninhabited houses arises from the breaking up
of the Wilsontown iron-works, which, though begun again, are
carried on upon a very different scale.

IV.—INDusTRY.

4griculture and Rural Economy.— According to Forrest’s map,
there are 25193 acres Scotch measure in the parish. Of these
not more than one-third are in cultivation.

The number of Seotch acres which remain constantly uncultivated, - 12000
That might be cultivated with a profitable application of capital, though a

great outlay of money would be requu'ed, probably -
In undivided common, - - . 70
Under wood, - - - - 400

Husbandry. —Imgatxon is carried on to a consnderable extent in
many parts of the parish, though in very few scientifically,—most
of the farmers and proprietors seeming to imagine that there is no
difficulty in laying out and managing awater meadow. The general
duration of leases is nineteen years. The state of farm-buildings
is improving : the byre, the stable, and the barn all seem to oc-
cupy the chief attention in rearing a steading in this country; and
though on the estate of Carnwath there are now a number of ex-
cellent dwelling-houses, yet, generally, the accommodation of the
farmer’s family seems to have been only a secondary consideration.

The systems of agriculture pursued in the parish are different
in different situations. On one side there is strong and wet clay,
and on another a light gravelly soil ; in one part a deep black
loam, and in another little else but moss. The same rotation,
therefore, and the same mode of management cannot be pursued.
From Dippool, a small rivulet which divides the parish into nearly
equal portions, to the north boundary, clay and moss generally
prevail ; and though great improvements have been made on both,
the close retentive bottom of the one, and the immense depth of
the other, baffle the attempts of the husbandman. South from
Dippool to the Clyde and Medwin, the soil and climate are very
different ; and though there are in this part also immense fields of
moss, yet the most approved systems of agriculture are generally fol-
lowed. Little wheat is, indeed, sown, but there is a great extent of
turnips and potatoes, barley and oats, hay and pasture on every farm.

The rotation followed in this part of the parish is generally as
follows :—1s#, Oats after hay, or two years’ pasture. 2d, Turnips
or potatoes, the turnips either shawed and rooted, and carried
home to the feeding stock and cows, or ate off by sheep 3d, Bar»
ley or oats, sown down with grasses of various kinds, viz. ryegrass,
red, white, and yellow clover. The four-course shift, as it has
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been called by agriculturists, was followed here for a course of
years, and is in some cases still retained, but it has been found by
our experienced farmers far too severe, and has been given up.
The introduction of bone dust for raising turnip forms a new era
in the history of the agriculture of this district, and promises to
be of essential consequence to the farmer. It was introduced on-
ly about five years ago by one of our oldest and most enterprising
farmers, and there is har(ﬂy any one of capital on this south side
of the parish who does not use it.  The turnips raised by it are ge-
nerally ate off by sheep, and thus, while the sheep pay well, the
field is left in the very best order for barley, with grass seeds. By
the use of it, too, the manure made at the steading by the cattle
fed there, and the cows kept, which are both numerous, can be
applied to other grounds, or the farmer is enabled to extend his
quantity of green crop. The bone dust has been confined here
chiefly to the raising of turnip; but Sir Norman Macdonald
Lockhart, Bart. when factor on the estate of Carnwath, applied
it to top-dressing, and with every promise of success. A very dif-
ferent mode of culture is followed in the northern part of the pa-
rish. Oats are chiefly raised; and only as many turnips as will
keep a few cows giving milk through the winter, while the quan-
tity of potatoes is generally restricted to what is necessary for fa-
mily use. This is caused by the nature of the soil, which is ge-
rally a wet clay, lying on a close bottom of till. Some most suc-
cessful attempts have been made, however, of late to introduce a
much greater extent of green crop into this part of the parish ;
and in a few years as great a change may be expected on the
clayey, as has already been made on the mossy grounds.

The latter, however, have occupied the chief attention of the
farmer in this quarter for a number of years back ; and I may
state, that within the last thirty years there has been taken out of
moss, and brought into crop, from 800 to 1000 acres. The greater
part of this ground was unproductive, being saturated with mois~
ture, and incapable of being pastured. Where any thing like grass
was produced, it was generally cut in the month of August, and
converted into a kind of meadow hay, but of so coarse a kind that it
was of little use, except for litter. In places, however, where this
used to be the only produce, we have now most luxuriant crops of
oats and hay, and even of rich pasture. The mode followed in
operating this wonderful change has generally been the following :
The field is first laid dry, dug, limed, gnd dunged, and two crops
of oats taken. It is then sown down with rye-grass, Yorkshire
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fog, and white clover, and left to lie some years in grass. At the
end of this period it is taken up again, and one or two crops, as
before, are received from it, when it is again laid down, dung be-
ing applied with the crop, among which the grass-seeds are sown,
and, if well enough broken, the field is left to be as permanent pas-
ture. The great expense of digging has prevented many addi-
tional acres within the bounds of the parish from being cultivated
in the same way ; but an improvement has been introduced of late
years which promises to obviate in some measure this difficulty.
Wedge-draining has been followed in some places to a considera-
ble extent, and with complete success. By the use of it fields of
moss, which, in common language, would not carry a sparrow,
have been so completely dried, that the plough has been introdu-
ced, and done its work as successfully as on any other part of the
farm. In almost every corner of the parish improvements of the
above descriptions have been in progress, within the last twenty
years especially, and most successfully on the properties which lie
on the banks of Dippool, Medwin, and Cleughburn.

Dairy System.— The dairy system is carried on almost on every
farm to a great extent, and with great success. Some of the far-
mers keep twenty cows, and the prizes awarded by the Highland
Society to the district for the best managed dairy, and the best made
cheese, have, in almost every instance, found their way to this pa~
rish. The cheese is of the kind called Dunlop, and most of it is
carried to Edinburgh, where it is sold at from L.2 to L.8 per cwt.

Rent of Land.—The rent of land per acre is very different, ac<
cording to circumstances and situation. Thus, immediately around
the village of Carnwath, L. 4, and even L.5 are paid for an acre,
and four guineas is the common grass mail for a milk cow, while
not much more than a mile from the same village, a hundred acres
will not bring much more than any of these sums. In the upper
part of the parish the same disparity prevails, but it may be men-
tioned, that, after the most minute investigation, the present in-
cumbent, in 1822, gave in the rental to the Court of Teinds at
L. 14,000 a-year. Since that period he has no reason to think
that it is lessened, though the liberality of Sir C. Macdonald Lock-
hart’s deductions to his tenants have been such as to reduce it some-
what, so far as he was concerned.

Rate of Wages.— The wages of a good ploughman are from L.6
to L. 8 a half year; of a female servant, from L.3 to L. 4 for the
same time; of a labourer, from ls. 8d. to 2s. a day, in summer;
of a shearer (man) L. 2, of a woman 35s.-
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Breeds of Live Stock.—It can hardly be said that there is a flock
of sheep in the parish, though we have them of all kinds, as black-
faced, Leicester, and Cheviot. The first are bred on the moor-
land and high part of the parish; the second fattened on some of
our best farms; and the third only are bought in, to eat off the
turnip in winter. The breed of cattle is chiefly what is called the
Ayrshire. The cows are almost universally Ayrshire, as these are
accounted best for the dairy; and while the quey calves are reared
in numbers, and with the utmost care, the bulls are fattened and
sent as veal to the Edinburgh market.

V.—ParocHiAL EcoNomy.

Village.— Thevillage of Carnwath is much changed for the better
within the last twenty years. Formerly its streets were encumbered
with dung-hills and peat-stacks, which are now all swept away ; and
even the old houses now present an appearance of comfort and clean-
liness. Many of the new houses are handsome ; and should Sir
Norman Macdonald Lockhart, Bart. succeed in his plans of feu-
ing, which he has already done to a considerable extent, the next
twenty years will do more for its improvement than even the last.
. Means of Communication.— The roads throughout the parish
are in a far better state than formerly; and there is one change
which deserves to be particularly marked, as by it the neighbouring
parishes are in a manner brought nearer to each other, and a new
thoroughfare is opened to the country at large. The Clyde, which
is the boundary of the parish on the south and south-west, often over-
flows its banks, and even long before it does so becomes impassable
by the fords. For at least nine monthsin the year the parishesof Pet-
tinain and Carnwath were thus separated by 8 or 9 miles. To this
I have been exposed even in the month of July, while the distance
betwixt the one place and the other was not above 24 miles. This
led the proprietors on both sides to think of some means of commu-
nication more direct and convenient ; and about five years ago a
boat or float was erected, and has ever since continued to ply on
the river, to the immense comfort and accommodation of the in-
habitants on both sides, as well as of the countryin general. The
float is large, running upon a chain, and two or even three loaded
carts can pass on it at a time. Thus a new outlet for the lime
and coal of the parish is opened up, and were the roads on each
side more improved, they would obtain & sale much more extend-
ed than ever they have yet done. The Clyde is, indeed, still im-
passable during some of the winter floods, the holms on each side

3
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being so extensive ; but this continues only for a few hours, and
were the south pier raised a few feet, which the proprietors talk
of doing, the river will be impassable for even a shorter period.

Ecclesiastical State.— The parish church is most inconveniently
situated for the great body of the parishioners, being placed at the
south and west end of the parish. There are, indeed, only two fa-
milies immediately to the west, and not above ten or twelve on the
south of the church. Many families are thus placed six and seven
miles from the enjoyment of public ordinances, and in a high coun-
try such as this is, it is not to be expected that in winter the in-
habitants of the upper districts are to attend regularly. Of them
in general, however, I am happy to speak in terms of high commen-
dation, and many a day their pews may be seen filled, while many
who are within hearing of the Sabbath bell obey not the summons
which it sends forth. The church was built in 1798, and is neither
elegant nor commodious.* Being set down close beside the aisle
of the old one, which, though built in 1424, still remains a hand-
some Gothic structure ; the contrast only serves to indicate the
different spirit in which these things were gone about in the fif-
teenth and in the eighteenth century.

It is seated for 1100 people, and is, of course, too small for our
population, and were it not for the accommodation afforded by dis-
senters, many of the parishioners would have no opportunity of re-
ceiving religious instruction. At our communion, indeed, a large
body of the communicants are obliged to be without doors alto-
gether. The seats erected for the communion table were, till
within these few years, appropriated to the use of the poor, but one
of them is now occupied by an heritor and his family, of course,
with the consent of the other heritors.

The manse was built in 1817, and is, upon the whole, substan-
tial and convenient. The glebe consists of ten acres, lying imme-
diately round the manse, and since the improvements made upon it,
by ditching, draining, and levelling, is not unproductive. It is
worth L. 2 per acre, though the land in the crofts around the vil-
lage brings a much higher price, people paying for convenience,
rather than going to market for every thing they need. The
amount of stipend is 16 chalders, 8-of meal, and 8 of barley, and
L. 10 for communion elements.

* The church was last year very much improved, both internally and externally.
The eeiling, which was very much broken, was completely renewed ; the whole in-
terior white-washed, and a stove erected. I have little doubt, but in a few years,
this last improvement will repay itself, for in addition to the comfort which it yields
to the congregation, it has extracted all the damp from the wood and walls, which
must have otherwise accelerated their ruin.
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There are no chapels of ease, though, from what has already been
stated respecting distance, and considering that the population of
Wilsontown,* Forth, and the corner of the parish beyond them,
amounts to nearly 1000, there is certainly much need for a chapel
of some kind. In former years this was in some measure remedied
by the Relief chapel already mentioned at Climpy, and by means
of a chaplain in communion with the Established church, kept and
paid by the Wilsontown Company, when in its prosperity. Climpy
chapel, however, like the houses around it, is fast falling into ruins,
and Wilsontown chapel, though in good order, is seldom opened for
divine service. +

About three miles north from this, on the road to Wilsontown,
there is a Burgher New Light chapel, which has been of consider-
able service in providing accommodation for our redundant popu-
lation; and there is no other dissenting house in the parish. The
minister has for stipend, L.90, with a house and a few acres of
land. The chapel was built and seated for 400 people, but was
contracted some years ago, and there are now betwixt 200 and
300 joined members. §

The attendance on the Established church is highly creditable
to the parishioners ; for on an average there are upwards of 1100
communicants. This, with the accommodation originally pro-
vided, rendered our service at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
per very protracted, there being fifteen tables. For two years back,
however, we have contrived to shorten the service, by obtaining -
accommodation for forty additional communicants, at each table,
of whom aro smployed.1n woaving, and ispondont on Glusgow o empleyment ).
Newbigging 200, entirely weavers ;—Brachead a mixed population of 120, weavers
and labourers ;—Forth 300, chiefly miners, as being close upon Wilsontown ;—and
Wilsontown 400, miners and labourers of all kinds belonging to the works.

+ One of these chapels might easily be procured, could a stipend be obtained for a
minister. Climpy is, indeed, now at a distance from the great body of the popula~

tion, while Wilsontown is almost in the centre, of course the latter would be by much
the more desirable situation. If Government, therefore, would allow even L. 50, so

as to procure a preacher there, it would be of i q , not only to the
parish, but to the outskirts of West Calder, and Carstairs. Since the above was writ-
ten, I am happy to find, that the present pany at Wil own have resolved to

employ a preacher of the Establishment to teach and preach at the works. They in-
tend to carry on the works to a much greater extent than they have been wrought
for many years, which necessarily implies a great addition to the population, and
renders the appointment of a chaplain the more necessary.

{ Since the above was written, a schism has taken place in this congregation, which
has led to the building of another chapel, in the village of Carnwath, in connection
with the same body. The consequence of this has been increased difficulties to each
of the congregations. The portion of hearers in the village of Carnwath, being per-
haps the wealthiest, brought the former minister from Brachead to labour. among
them; but, on what account 1 know not, he soon found it necessary to embark for
America with his family. The minister at Brachead, I am told, has now only L. 60,
and his congregation is, of course, minus, by the portion belonging to this village.
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by means of pews at each end of the church, and joining them to
the original communion table. We have thus reduced our num-
ber of tables to ten.

The amount of collections in the church has fallen off very
much within the last seven years,—in consequence, chiefly, of the
increase of assessments laid on the parish for the support of the
poor. This falling off has been from L. 80 a-year to no more than
L.40. The heritors have now to provide from L. 144 to L. 186
of assessment.

Education.— There are at present eight schools in the parish ;
seven besides the parochial school, which, like the church, is most
inconveniently situated for the general population of the parish.
The parochial teacher has the maximum salary, and is otherwise
-well provided with an excellent school and dwelling-house ; but the
others have no salary, and in some cases have even to provide a
school-house for themselves. The parochial teacher receives yearly
from school fees about L.37; and his other emoluments amount
to L. 14.

The people are in general anxious to obtain education for their
children, and the heritors laudably pay for the families of paupers ;
perhaps there are no persons in the parish who are unable to read.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—There are 46 regularly enrolled
poor, and 16 occasional. The average sum allotted to each is
from L. 2, 10s. to L. 3 per annum. ’

Library.— There is a subscription library in the village of Carn-
wath. '

Fairs, &c.—There are five fairs in this village in the year, and
a weekly market, which is devoted solely to the sale of meal and
barley. One of these fairs, which is held in July, is chiefly for
hiring shearers, and for the sale of cows and young horses. In
another, about the middle of August, lambs form the staple com-
modity, though there are a great number of young horses also;
and on the day after the fair a foot race is run, which deserves
mention, as it is one of the tenures by which the property of
Carnwath is held by the Lockhart family. The prize is a pair
of red hose, which are regularly contended for, and the old people
in the village tell me, that, fifty years ago, the laird used to have a
messenger ready, whenever the race was finished, to communicate
the intelligence to the Lord Advocate of Scotland. This prompt
information is now, .I suppose, dispensed with; but I can testify
that the race has been regularly. run for the last twenty-five years.

L]
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The day is indeed regarded as a holiday by the people for many miles
round, and the scene has been made still more attractive by the
present proprietor, Sir N. Macdonald Lockhart, Bart. who, in addi-
tion to the red hose, gives prizes for leaping, throwing the hammer,
putting the stone, playing quoits, &c. The day is finished with a
steeple chase on foot. Other two of the fairs, one in February, and
the other in October, are hiring fairs, as they are called,—than
which, a worse system for obtaining servants never was introduced
into a country. The evil, however, will, I believe, soon cure itself,
for as masters have already begun to feel the consequences of hir-
ing servants, without knowing any thing of their character, so few
servants of character will go to a fair for the purpose of being hired.

Alehouses, &c.—The number of alehouses or rather whisky-
houses is by far too great ; and, of course, they have the most de-
teriorating -effect on the morals of the people. This is an evil,
however, which it must be difficult to remedy, so long as the trus-
tees on roads have the power of granting licenses; because each
is anxious to secure to his own particular toll-house that by which
the rent is augmented. Hence there are six tolls in the parish,
and to the keeper of each a license is granted,—and that in some
instances within a very short distance of a licensed inn.

Fuel.—Our fuel, though peats are in abundance, consists chiefly
of coal, which we have at a very reasonable rate ; a cart load of 12
cwt. costing about 2s. 6d. Reasonable as this rate is, however,
many of the people still lay in a store of peats, which every house-
holder has a right to cast in some one of the mosses which are
so abundant in the parish.

May 1834.



UNITED PARISHES OF°
WISTON AND ROBERTON.

PRESBYTERY OF LANARK, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV.-CHARLES WOOD, MINISTER.

L—ToroGrAPHY AND NaTuraL HisToRrY.

Name, Boundaries, §c.— THE parishes of Wiston and Rober-
ton were united in the year 1772. Roberton was probably so cal-
led from some eminent person of the name of Robert, or, from some
opulent family having conferred it as a portion upon a son of that
name. Two derivations are given of the name of Wiston. By
some it is supposed to have been originally Woolstown, or rather,
in the Scotch language, Woostown, in course of time corrupted
into Wiston, 'and to have been so called from its having been in
former times a great market for wool. It is certain that there is
stil, about the middle of the village, a mound or smal rising
ground, pointed out by the old inhabitants as the cross or place
where that market was held. By others, again, it is supposed to
have been originally Wisetown, thence easily contracted into Wis-
ton, and to have been so called from its having been the property
of a man of the name of Wise. The Place, the name of a farm
close upon the village, seems to indicate that it was at one time
the seat of the proprietor.  Neither derivation is unnatural, though
which is the correct one it may not be easy to determine.

The united parish extends about 6 miles in length, and 4 in
breadth, exhibiting very nearly the form of a parallelogram. It
is bounded on the east by the parish of Symington; on the north
by the hill of Tinto; on the west by the parish of Douglas; and
on the south by the parish of Crawfordjohn and the river Clyde.

Topographical Appearances.—Tinto, the Hill of Fire, which
forms the northern boundary of the parish, is upwards of 2000 feet
above the level of the sea, and commands in every direction a most
extensive view. The principal points seen from it are Hartfell,
Queensberry Hill, Cairntable, Goatfell, Isle of Arran, the Bass,
the hills in the north of England, and even in the north of Ireland.
Directly opposite, and almost in the centre of the parish, is Dun-
gavel, a hill with two tops, presenting in its appearance a perfect



94 ] LANARKSHIRE.

contrast to its neighbour of Tinto ; the one being mild, green, and
beautiful ; the other, craggy, bold, and frowning.

There is no disease peculiar to the parish, and, from the recent
improvements in agriculture, and the increasing attention to the
accommodation of the people, counteracting to a .certain extent
the natural influence of the climate, even the distempers which
formerly prevailed are now very much decreased.

Geology.—The soil is very different in different districts of
the parish; it may be described as principally gravelly and black
loam ; great part of it, however, is exceedingly marshy. It is ge-
nerally supposed that there is coal in the parish. Some years ago
an attempt was made for it, which was suddenly and unaccounta-
bly abandoned, and has not since been repeated. At present, and
for several years past, there have been lime-works in full opera-
tion. The direction of the strata is from south to north; the dip
14 feet; the inclination 1 in 7. One principal dike of whinstone
runs in a slanting direction along the west side of the layer. In
breadth it is 20 feet. There are also several clay dikes running
in irregular directions. Corals, branches of trees, nuts, shells of
various kinds, are frequently met with among the limestone strata.
A deer’s horn, not petrified, was lately found in the alluvium; and
a year or two ago, a fossil tree, found in these limestone quarries,
was sent to Edinburgh, and, on inspection, it appeared that none of
the kind had been seen before.

The hill of Tinto in this parish, according to the accurate and
comprehensive description of the Rev. Dr Macknight, published in
the second volume of the Memoirs of the Wernerian Natural His-
tory Society, rises in a district where greywacke and superimposed
old red sandstone occur. The mountain itself in its lower part
presents rocks of old red sandstone conglomerate, but the predo-
minant rocks are of plutonian origin, chiefly claystone and felspar
porphyries, with subordinate masses of greenstone.

I1.—Civir HisTory.

Land-owners.— There are seven heritors, all of them proprie-
tors of land upwards of the yearly value of L. 50. The two prin-
cipal are Lord Douglas, and Lockhart of Cleghorn. The only
resident heritor at present is Thomas Gibson, Esq. of Eastfield.
Macqueen, late Lord Justice-Clerk, bought the estate of Har-
dington, or Bagbie, as it was then called, which he very much im-
proved, and where he occasionally resided. Hardington House is

at present occupied by his grandson, Robert Macqueen, Esq.
Younger of Braxfield.
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Parochial Registers.— The books belonging to the kirk-session
of the old parish of Roberton have unfortunately been lost, and
no trace of them can be discovered. The earliest of those belong-
ing to the old parish of Wiston bears the date of 1694, and with
occasional, but trifling interruptions, they are extant from that pe-
riod to the present.

II1.—PoruLaTION.

The return to Dr Webster in 1755, the earliest account of the
population of the parish that we have been able to discover, gave
from Wiston 591, and from Roberton, 511, in all 1102. From
a census taken by the writer in the month of February last, it ap-
pears that the present population of the united parish is 949, or
153 less than it was about eighty years ago. In 1791, the popu-
lation was only 740, or 362 less than it was about forty years be-
fore. This large decrease was easily accounted for, from the cir-
cumstance, that beween the years 1755 and 1791, the system had
come into vogue of throwing several small farms into one large
farm, and, as a matter of course, driving the small tenants, with
their families, out of the parish; and the very gradual increase
which has since taken place is as easily accounted for on merely na-~
tural principles. There are three villages in the parish, Roberton,
Wiston, and Newton of Wiston. - And from the census taken in
February last, it appears that there were then residing in the vil-
lage of Roberton, 235; in the village of Wiston, 123; in the vil-
" lage of Newton, 56 ; and in what may be called the country parts
of the parish, 535.

There is no register of deaths kept in this parish. The births
average from 15 to 20, and the marriages about 7 a year.

1. Number of families in the parish, - - 180
of families chiefly employed in agncuhure, 80

chiefly employed in trade, mnufnctures, or handlcraﬁ, 48

2. Number of unmarried men, bachelors or widowers, upwards of 50 years of age, 17

of unmarried women, including widows, upwards of 45, - 49

3. The number of penom at present under 15 years of age, - - 358
betwixt 15 and 30, - - 262

80 and 50, - . 161

50 and 70, - - 151

upwards of 70, - - - 24

Perhaps it may be worth mentioning, that a week or two ago,
-an aged couple, who, for upwards of half a century had trode
the path of life together, died within a few days of each other;
the busband at the advanced age of 82, and the wife ten years older.

Customs, &c. of the People.— Not very many years ago, cock-fight-
ing and foot-ball were favourite amusements in this district, and
were frequently made the subJect of a trial of strength between two
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rival parishes. They are now sunk into merited oblivion, and their
place is well supplied by the not less interesting, and far less ex=
ceptionable amusement of curling. In their domestic character
and habits the people generally are manifestly improving; and
though there is still ample room for amendment, it is evident that
the indolent, slovenly, ¢ canna’ be fashed” system of the last cen<
tury is fast falling into disrepute, and yielding to a taste for neat-
ness, and a habit of cleanliness, both as to their houses and their
persons, the effects of which are already apparent. The farmers
are active, intelligent, and hospitable. Equally remdved, on the
one hand, from the conditions and character of the mere serf, and,
on the other, from that of the gentleman farmer, they are, some
of them, wealthy, and all of them able to make a respectable ap-
pearance, enjoy in abundance the necessaries of life, and are be-
coming daily more alive to its comforts and its elegancies. The
lower orders are in general comfortable in their circumstances, and
contented with their lot ; honest, industrious, and sober ; inferior
to no peasantry in Scotland in point of intelligence, and unstained
by the prevalence of any particular vice,—poaching, perhaps, ex-
cepted, which, in the eyes of some, seems to possess an attraction
absolutely irresistible.

: IV.—INpusTRY.

Agriculture and Rural Economy.— There are about 2183 acres
in this parish in constant rotation ; about 1600 occasionally in til-
lage ; about 5388 which never have been cultivated, and which re-
main constantly waste, or in sheep pasture; and at least 1500
which, with a profitable application of capital, might be added to
the cultivated land of the parish, whether that land were afterwards
to be kept in occasional tillage, or in permanent pasture. There
is no land in this parish in a state of undivided common. There
are only about 200 acres under wood, none of it indigenous; of
these nearly one-half have been planted within these few years on
the property of Lockhart of Cleghorn. The wooded grounds are
judiciously laid out, and are carefully attended to. The wood thrives
remarkably well, and promises, ere long, to give a new face to
this part of the parish, and holds out every encouragement to the
other proprietors to beautify and improve their properties in a simi-
lar manner. It consists, in general, of larch and Scotch fir, with
a sprinkling of hardwood, in the proportion, ‘perhaps, of twenty of
the former to one of the latter.

Rent of Land.—The land in this parish is of such various value,
some of it being worth, perhaps, L.4 per acre, and some of it



WISTON AND ROBERTON. 97

scarcely 4d., that it is difficult to say what is its average rent. Of
the land constantly in rotation, perhaps L.2, 10s. may be taken as
a pretty fair average; and of that which is only occasionally in til-
lage, perhaps 15s. The average rate of grazing is L.3 for an ox
or cow, and 5s. for a ewe or full-grown sheep pastured for the year.

Rate of Wages.—The rate of labour, winter and summer, for
farm-labourers is 1s. 4d., and for country artisans, 2s. 6d. per day,
victuals included ; for a man-servant, L.12, and a woman-servant,
L.5, 15s. per annum.

Live-Stock, §c.— There are about 185 scores of sheep in the
parish, chiefly of the black-faced Linton breed; about 366 milk
cows, principally of the Ayrshire breed, though a new species has
lately been introduced, and found upon trial to be of superior qua-
lity, viz. the Lanarkshire newly improved breed, crossed by Ayr-'
shire cow and short-horned bull, or vice versa ; and about 76
horses empleyed in agriculture, of the Clydesdale breed. There is
an evident growing attention to the improvement of the breeds of
sheep and cattle, to which, perhaps, the various cattle shows in the
neighbourhood have not a little contributed ; and, indeed, the cha-
racter of the husbandry in general has of late very much improved,
and is still improving, particularly as to the reclaiming of waste
land, draining and liming. As a proof of which, I may state that
one of our farmers, Mr Muir, Hardington Mains, obtained this
year the silver medal given by the Highland Society for the re-
claiming of waste land; and I believe that another, Mr Wilson,
Hillend, would have been equally successful had he chosen to ap-
ply. It is right to add, that the merit of whatever has been done
in this respect is almost entirely due to the tenants themselves,
who receive in general but too little assistance from their respec-
tive proprietors.

Produce.— The average gross amount of raw produce raised in
the parish cannot be exactly ascertained; but it is believed that the
following is nearly correct :

Produce of gru.n of all kmds, - . - L.3370 0 O
Potatoes and turnips, - - - 1456 0 0
Huy, meadow and culuuted, - 2548 0 0
Grazing, at tate of L. Speroov,md&.permot:heep, - 250 0 O
Lime-works, rated at 18,000 bolls per annum, 1s. 6d. per boll, - 1350 0 0
Miscellaneous produce, including dairy, &c. - 2023 0 O

Total yearly value of raw produce raised, - L.11,887 0 0

V.—ParocniaL Economy.
Villages.— Biggar, about seven miles distant, is our nearest post
LANARK. G
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and market-town. As already stated, there are three villages in
the parish, Roberton, Wiston, and Newton of Wiston.

Means of Communication.— The turnpike road from Stirling to
Carlisle runs through the whole length of the parish, and has in
various respects been of vast advantage to it. There are no bridges
of any consequence ; the fences are deficient, but such as we have
are tolerably good.

Ecclesiastical State.—The present church is that of the old pa-
rish of Wiston. It was enlarged after the annexation of the two
parishes, has since been repaired, and is at present in a very to-
lerable state. It is situate within a mile and a-half of the eastern,
and fully four miles and a-half from the western, extremity of the
parish. But though not exactly centrical, as even the private roads
in the parish are now generally good, those at a distance have no
great reason to complain ; nor do they seem to feel it any incon-
venience, for few attend church with greater regularity. Itis seated
for 855, not the legal provision ; but by means of forms and fold-
ing seats, accommodation has lately been provided for about thirty
more, and these newly provided sittings are free.—The manse was
built in the year 1750, and during the present incumbency, up-
wards of twenty years ago, a considerable addition was made to it.—
There are two glebes, the glebe of the old parish of Roberton, and
that of the old parish of Wiston. The former is sixteen acres in
extent, and is let at present for L.25; the latter is about seven acres
and a-half, including the garden and site of the manse and offices,
and would let, I suppose, for about L.20. The glebes are more
than two miles distant from each other, and though'it is strongly
recommended in the decreet of annexation “ to exchange the glebe
and yard of Roberton for lands lying contiguous to the glebe of
Wiston,” the recommendation has not yet been attended to. The
teinds are exhausted, and by a decreet of modification and locality,
1816, the stipend was fixed at L.191, 11s. 8d. money, and one
chaldron meal.

There is a Relief chapel in the village of Roberton. It was built
about thirty-three years ago, and is seated for 377. The minis-
ter’s salary, I believe, depends entirely on the produce of the cha-
pel; what that may exactly amount to I cannot tell, for, of course,
I have no official communication on the subject, but I rather think
it will not exceed L. 40 per annum. It has been in a declining
state for several years; nor is its decline to be ascribed to any cir-
cumstances of an accidental or extraordinary nature. There are 150
families attending the Established church, and 42 families attend-
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ing different dissenting chapels, particularly the Relief one already
mentioned. There are 766 persons of all ages belonging to the
Establishment, and 183 of all ages belonging to dissenterism.
There are 405 in communion with the church of Scotland, and
102 in communion with dissenting bodies.

Education.— There are three schools in the parish, two paro-
chial and one private and unendowed. The branches generally
taught are, English, writing, arithmetic, and occasionally Latin.
The salary of the schoolmaster of Wiston is L.25, 13s. 8d., that
of the schoolmaster of Roberton, L.30. The fees in the school
of Wiston are, English, 2s., English and writing, 2s. 6d., English,
writing, and arithmetic, 3s., English, writing, arithmetic, and Latin,
4s, per quarter. In the school of Roberton the fees are, English, 1s.
6d. English and writing, 2s. 6d. English, writing, and arithmetic, 3s.
6d. per quarter. At the annual examination in March, there were
attending the parochial school of Wiston, 64; the parochial school
of Roberton, 56; and the private school in Roberton 32. Both
parochial teachers have the full legal accommodation. In no-
thing, perhaps, has there been such a decided improvement of
late years, as in the system of parochial teaching; and in no parish
with which I am acquainted are the people more alive to the bene-
fits of education, nor do they evince a keener interest in the subject.
This is apparent from the fact, that in the poorest hamlets in the
most distant parts in the parish, you will not find a child six years
of age who has not been at school, as well as from the great turn
out of parents on the day of annual examination, and the eager-
ness with which they listen to the proceedings.

Libraries.— There are two public libraries in the parish, one a
subscription library, consisting of books of every description, the
other a Sabbath school library, consisting exclusively of religious
works, but not limited in its circulation to the children attending
the school. Both are well supported.

Friendly Society.—A friendly society was instituted a consider-
able time ago, though in what year it is impossible to say, as the
original books have been lost. The earliest record in the pos-
session of the society bears the date of 1782. We regret to add,
that it is not quite so flourishing as it once was ; and we can ascribe
its decline ( temporary we hope) to no circumstance, so much as
to the almost general extinction of that spirit of honest independ-
ence by which the inhabitants of Scotland were at one time so

remarkably and honourably distinguished; nor can we think of - -

any thing more likely to revive the prosperity of the society, than
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for the heritors and other influential individuals connected with the
parish to give it their countenance and support, by enrolling them-
selves as members, and taking an interest in its proceedings. For
their own sakes, as well as for the sake of the community at large,
they ought to do so, as it is now, in this parish at least, the only
remaining bar against the inroads of pauperism.

Poor and Parochial Funds.—The average number of persons
receiving parochial aid is from 15 to 20, exclusive of occasional
paupers; the sum allotted to each individual is of course regulated
by circumstances. The least that is given (and trulyit is as little
as can be given) is 4s. per month, and the most 15s. In 1832,
the total amount of money received in behalf of the poor was
L.119, 11s.14d. The church collections amounted to L. 12, 13s.
4}d. and, with the exception of the interest of L. 100, and a few
other inconsiderable items, the remainder of the sum arose from
the regular assessment, at the rate of 10d. Sterling, on each
pound Scotch, one half paid by the proprietor, the other by the
occupier.

Inns.— There are no fewer than four inns or public houses in
the parish, while one would be quite sufficient. Their effect, as
might be expected, is decidedly bad.

Fuel.— The fuel is coal from the neighbouring parishes of Douglas
and Carmichael. The price is 8d. a-load at the pit, and 10d. a-load
for driving. The distance is about six miles.

MiscELLANEous OBSERVATIONS.

In the Statistical Account of 1792, it is stated, ¢ there is, strict-
ly speaking, no poors’ roll. It is sometimes necessary to press aid
on the necessitous, such is their modesty.” From the foregoing
account, it will be seen that matters are in this respect liment~
ably altered.  Various causes have no doubt contributed to this
effect. The dissenting chapel at Roberton, by thinning for some
time the attendance at the Established church, necessarily diminish~
ed the amount of church collections, whilst the enlarged scale on
which the lime-works came to be wrought, by introducing into the
parisha poor and thoughtless population, added to the number of the
necessitous, without providing any supply for their relief. These
two circumstances combined gave rise to the necessity of a legal
assessment, and that in its turn, and as its necessary consequence,
has extinguished the spirit of independence, increased the number
of the poor, and dried up almost every source of voluntary contri-

:~, bution for their support.

May 1834.



CITY OF GLASGOW,

AND SUBURBAN PARISHES OF BARONY AND GORBALS.*
PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW, AND SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

THE REV. DUNCAN MACFARLAN, D.D., Minister of the Inner
High or Cathedral Church.

THE REV. JOHN FORBES, Ouwter High Church.

THE REV. JOHN LOCKHART, D.D, College Church.

THE REV. ROBERT BUCHANAN, 7ron Church.

THE REV. JOHN G. LORIMER, St David's Church.

THE REV. JOHN SMYTH, D.D., St George's Church.

THE REV. NATHANIEL PATERSON, St Andrew's Church.

THE REV. JAMES HENDERSON, St Enoch’s Church.

THE REV. THOMAS BROWN, D. D., St John’s Church.

THE REV. JOHN MUIR, D. D., St James' Church.

THE REV. JOHN BURNS, D.D., B Church.

THE REV. W. BLACK, D.D,, A. & S., [ Zorony Churc

THE REV. ALEXANDER TURNER, Gorbals Church.

IN a work of this nature a minute history of the city and suburbs
is not to be expected. All that seems necessary is a concise view
of their former and present state, referring those who wish to have
a fuller account of their rise and progress to the histories publish-
ed by M<Ure, Gibson, Denholm, and Cleland.

1.—TorogrAPHY AND NaTURAL HisTORY.

Latitude and Longitude.— According to the determination of
Dr Wilson, formerly Professor of Astronomy in the University of
Glasgow, the latitude of the Macfarlane Observatory in the Col-
lege Garden of Glasgow is 55° 51° 32" north, and longitude 4° 17’
54" west. Glasgow is therefore nearly eight miles farther south
than Edinburgh, and 1° 1 farther west.

Name and Boundaries.— There is no authentic record of the
origin of Glasgow. Its name in the Gaelic language is interpret-
ed by some as signifying a Grey Smith, whilst others think it
means a2 Dark Glen, in allusion to the ravine near the cathedral,
where a primary settlement appears to have been made. While
the Romans maintained possession of North Britain, it is related

*® Thisarticle has been drawn up by the Very Reverend Duncan Macrazzax, D.D.
Principal of the Glasgow College, one of his Majesty’s Chaplains for Scotland ; and
by Jamzs Crrraxp, LL.D. Fellow of the Statistical Society of London, Member of
the Society of Civil-Engineers, London, Corresponding Member of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland, Member of the Philosophical Society of Glasgow.

LANARK, H
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that they had a station on the spot, on which Glasgow is now built,
and being within the wall of Antoninus, which crossed the island
from the Forth to the Clyde, a few miles to the north of Glasgow,
it was included in the province of Valentia, and was retained by
that warlike people till their final expulsion from Britain. The
congregating of houses in this part of the country, begun by the
Romans, was afterwards hastened by St Mungo, who had establish-
ed a cell, and ultimately a religious fraternity at Glasgow. For many
ages afterwards, this city continued to be little else than a religious
establishment. At the Reformation in 1560, Glasgow also compre-
hended what is now known by the name of the Barony Parish, but in
the year 1595, it was found that the locality was too great for one pa-
rish ; the Presbytery therefore disjoined it from the original parish,
and it now forms a suburb of the city. The extreme length of
the original and still existing boundary, from the Kelvin at Gars-
cube House, to the Bishop’s Loch, is 8 miles and about 7 fur-
longs, and the greatest breadth from the river Clyde at Dalbeth,
to the boundary at Coshnochmoor, 4 miles and about 2 furlongs.
Glasgow, i. e. the ten parishes of the royalty, lies on the south side,
and is included in the above boundary. It extends from the Clyde
at Hutcheson’s Bridge to the estate of Possil, northwards, 2 miles
and about 5-8ths of a mile; and from Camlachie burn, to M¢Al-
pine’s Street, at the steam-boat quay, westwards, 2 miles and about
14 furlongs.

The Gorbals or suburbs lying on the south side of the Clyde
was originally a part of the parish of Govan. The lands of Gor-
bals were for a long period under the superiority of the Archbi-~
shop of Glasgow; but in 1571 they were granted to George El-
phinstone, a merchant of Glasgow, from whom they descended to
bis son Sir George Elphinstone of Blythswood, who obtained from
the Archbishop the privileges of a burgh of barony. In 1647,
the corporations of the city, Trades House, and Hutchesan’s Hos-
pital purchased these lands, which have since been the source of
great wealth to these respective bodies. In 1732, a Chapel of
Ease to the parish of Govan was erected in Gorbals, and in 1771,
Gorbals was erected into a separate parish. The word Gorbals
is of very difficult etymology; the most obvious interpretation
(though not very applicable) is by the British word Gorbal, signi-
fying very far or distant.

Topographical Appearances.— The south part of the city is built
on a tract of flat land adjoining the Clyde, averaging about half a
mile in breadth. On the north parts, the surface rises into upland,
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where the ancient town was situated. In the landward parts of the
suburban parishes the soil is highly cultivated, and produces plen-
tiful crops.

Climate.*—Climate commonly denotes the nature of the weather
usually prevalent in any particular district or country. Northern
climates are more favourable to health and longevity than tropi-
cal regions. The alternate change of seasons produces a variety,
which cheers the mind and acts upon the animal frame. Healthi-
ness in the mass of the people constitute an essential part of na-
tional prosperity, because without it labour cannot be performed.
Salubrious air and fertile soil contribute to produce an industrious
peasantry.

As Glasgow has taken the lead in the formation of tables for exhi-
biting the probability of human life in large towns, we have felt it
right to give a particular account of the climate. In the second
edition of Cleland’s folio Statistical work, pp. 102 to 109, the year-
ly quantity of rain is given for thirty years, as ascertained in the
Macfarlane Observatory, by Dr James Couper, Professor of Astro-
nomy in this University, showing an yearly average of 22.328
inches. The least quantity in any one year during that period
was 14.468 in 1803, and the greatest 28.554 in 1828. The quan-
tity of rain which falls at Glasgow is less than at Edinburgh : this
may be accounted for by the circumstance, that the former place
is pearly twenty miles inland from the west coast, and is therefore
beyond the immediate influence of the Atlantic, which renders some
parts of the north-west of England so rainy, while its distance from
the east coast, and the high land between it and Edinburgh, screen
it from those violent rains, when the east wind blows, which are so
common in Edinburgh. The distance of the hills from Glasgow
is greater than from Edinburgh, and it is in some degree screened
by high ground, both on the east and west.

The state of the thermometer and atmospheric appearances is also
given in the work alluded to, every morning throughout the year

* «The two seas by which Scotland is bounded, in consequence of their differcnce
of temperature, have a remarkable effect on its climate. The German Ocean, which
stretches along the east coast, being of small extent and of no considerable depth, is
easily affected by the changes of the on the adjacent continent, in so much

that it is three degrees colder in winter and five degrees warmer in summer than the
Atlantic, which, without any material interruption, occupies the western coast of the

« In summer, therefore, in consequence of the high comparative temperature of the
Ocean, a copious evaporation takes place throughout its -whole exteat, which
produces those easterly haars, as they are called, or thick mists, which are seen at a cer-
tain period of the day to arise from the sea ; and which are not only dangerous to na-
¥igation, but advancing upon the land render the eastern coast often highly disagree-
sble."—Sir John Sinclair's Statistical Analysis of Scotland, p. 95.
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at nine o’clock ; but here we have been enabled, from knowing the
state of the thermometer every hour, day, and night during the
year 1834, to give the average monthly for the year.  This has
been obtained through the politeness of Mr Mackain, the scienti-
fic manager of the Glasgow Cranstonhill Water- Works Company.
Mr Mackain suspended oneof Crichton’s Fahrenheit thermometers
in an open well about twenty feet diameter, cradled with stone, in a
position apart from the rays of the sun, and gave in charge to the
day and night engineer, who are in constant attendance, to mark
the hourly state of the thermometer in a book; and from that book
Mr Mackain constructed a table, exhibiting the temperature hourly,
daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly. The following is an abstract
from that laborious and most important document.

1834, ‘l'?:ll‘;. 1284, g‘reatest heat, 44.37 Jan. 29, least heat, 33.12 avenge 40.58

46.08 Feb. 18, 32.25 40.08
March 12, . 49.95  March 20, 85 45 . 429
April 24, . 52.16 April 11, 3825 . 45.37
May 27, . 5995 May 1, 4541 . 5470
June 2, . 6345 June 13, 52 33 . 57.91
July 4, . 67.33  July 19, 5687 . 6204
August 3, . 67.83 August 28, 49.75 . 59.37
Sept. 18, . 61.45  Sept. 13, 4879 . 5317
Oct. 4, . 56.33  Oct 24, 3695 . 4819
Nov. 5, . 5229  Nov. 24, 8070 . 41.59
Dec. 6, 52.16  Dec. 19, 26.37 89.63

The greatest helght of the thermometer in June was 72° and
the lowest 46°. In July 78° and 54°. In August 78° and 49°.
These extremes are applicable only to a few hours in the respec-
tivemonths. Average temperatureatthe Cranstonhill Water- Works
during two years, viz. from 1st January 1833to st January 1885,
48.43.

The mean heat of Glasgow was formerly determined by Professor
Thomas Thomson to be 47°. 75/, while that of Edinburgh, as deter-
mined by Professor Playfair, was 47°7’; butit is presumed that these
eminent philosophers had not the advantage of hourly inspection.

In 1834 and 1835 the winters were so mild that ice was im-
ported from Iceland to Glasgow. This may account for the dif-
ference of temperature, as ascertained by Professor Thomson.

Hydrography.— The city is bounded on the south by the Clyde,
and that river bounds the Gorbals on the north. The Barony pa-
rish is bounded on the west parts by the river Kelvin. ‘The Forth
and Clyde, and the Monkland Canals, run through a considerable
part of it, and it contains the Hogganfield and Frankfield lochs,
which act as feeders to the town mills,

Mineralogy.— The suburbs contain large quantities of coal, iron-
stone, limestone, freestone, whinstone, fire and potters clay, and
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other valuable minerals. Kilpatrick and Campsie hills abound

with a great variety of curious and valuable minerals, but as these

belong to neighbouring parishes, they are not noticed here.
II.—CiviL aNDp EccLEsiasTicaL History.

The following facts, collected from the records of the town-
council, the Presbytery, and kirk-session of Glasgow, the Bishops’
Cartulary, and other authentic documents, by Dr Cleland, convey a
pretty accurate account of the state of society in Glasgow at the
periods referred to. :

See of Glasgow.— Although Glasgow was an early seat of the
Church, historians do not agree as to the time when the See was
founded. That it is next to St Andrews in point of antiquity
i# beyond all doubt. With regard to its founder, Kennet, in his
Parachial Antiquities, says, it was instituted by Kentigern or St
Mungo, in the year 560.* Dr Keelyn, speaking of the see of St
Asaph in Wales, observes, ¢ that the see was founded by St Ken-
tigern, a Scot, in 583,” and that < St Kentigern was then Bishop
of Glasgow.” [From these authorities, it may be inferred that St
Mungo founded the See of Glasgow, and became the first bishop,
and that when a cathedral of sufficient grandeur was finished, it
would be dedicated to St Mungo. Baldrade, St Mungo’s disciple,
who founded a religious house at Inchinnan, is said to have suc-
ceeded him in the bishoprick. There is no record of the See for
more than 500 years after this period. This great blank cannot
be accounted for with any degree of certainty, Among other con-
jectures, it is said that the church was destroyed by the ravages
of the Danes, who murdered or drove off the religious who had
settled in Glasgow.

In the year 1115, David, Prince of Cumberland refounded the
See, and having, in 1124, succeeded his brother Alexander I. to
the throne of Scotland, he promoted his chaplain, John Achaius,
to the bishoprick in 1129. In 11383, the cathedral was solemnly
consecrated in presence of the King, who endowed it with the lands
of Partick. In 1165, Pope Alexander IIL issued a bull command-
ing the faithful to visit the cathedral of Glasgow. In 1176, Bishop
Joceline enlarged the cathedral, and rebuilt a part of it in a style

® « The city and castle of Glasgow have long been the seat of the bishops and
archbishops of Glasgow. St Mungo, to whom the cathedral was dedicated, is esteem-
ed the first bishop of Glasgow. He was of great birth, great piety, and great learn-
ing. Much that is written of himn depends upon the credit of the authors. He lived
in the sixth century. There is a bull of erection and confirmation of the bishoprick
soon after the Pope’s authority was owned in this kingdom."— Description of the She-

riffdom of Lanark, by William Hamilton of Wishaw, compiled about the beginning of
the last cemtury, and recently printed by the Maitland Club, pp. 4, &.
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more magnificent than it had ever been. In the same year, Wil-
liam the Lion, King of Scots, granted a charter to the town for
holding a market on Thursday. In four years thereafter, Glasgow
was erected into a royal burgh, and, < in 1190, the town received
a royal charter for holding a fair every year, for ever, from the 8th
of the Apostle Peter, (29th June,) and for the space of eight days
complete.” The fair commences on the second Monday of July,
and continues the whole week. In 1210 the Grayfriars Monas-
tery was at the foot of the Deanside Brae. Little more is known of
it, than that the citizens of Glasgow, at that date, went in a body
on the last day of the fair to pay their respects to the Abbot of
Melrose, who lived in the monastery, and had been instrumental
in procuring the fair.

In 1270, the religious fraternity of Blackfriars was patronized
by Sir Matthew Stewart of Castlemilk, who granted an an-
nuity from his estate, ¢ on condition of their saying mass for ever
for the souls of him, the said Matthew, and for his mither and
bairns of our place, progenitors, and successors, and all Christian
souls perpetually.” This ancient family has always been respect-
able. In 1398, Sir Walter Stewart of Castlemilk, brother to Sir
John Stewart of Darnley, was named one of the sureties on the
part of Scotland, in a treaty of peace between England and Scot-
land.

In 1300, Edward L of England took upon him to appoint An-
thony Beik to the see of Glasgow. Earl Percy, at the same time,
usurped the military government of the western part of Scotland,
and took possession of the Episcopal palace in Glasgow.* Sir

® The ancient castle of Carstairs was originally a Roman station or fortification,
and was given by King David, or St David, as he was called, in 1126, to the Bishop
of Glasgow for his country palace. The following curious information is from the
Rotuli Scotis, in the Tower, published by the Record Commission.

¢ When Edward I. was at Berwick in {292, deciding on the claims of Bruce and
Baliol, he was in possession of all the fortresses in Scotland. At that period the
King granted a license to Robert Wiseheart, Bishop of Glasgow, to finish the Castle
of Carstairs, which had been begun without leave. The following is a copy of the
license:—* The King and Sovereign Lord of the kingdom of Scotland, to all his
bailiffs and faithful men to whom these shall come, greeting; Whereas a venerable
father, Robert, Bishop of Glasgow, at his manor of Carstairs, in the county of Lanark,
a certain castle of stone and mortar, after the death of Alexander of blessed memory,
late King of Scotland, without any license, began to build. We, to the same bishop
& special grace, being willing to have granted in this part to him, for ourselves, and
for our heirs, that he the said castle so begun, may finish and fortify with kernals,
and the same so finished and turreted, or kernallated, may hold to him and to his
successors for ever. Nor wish we that the said bishop or his successors, by occasion
of the said castle being begun without our licence or will, as aforesaid, is by us or our
heirs, or our bailiffs or servants whatsomever, be quarelled, or in any way aggrieved.
Witness the King at Berwick-on-Tweed the 15th of July.”

It is remarkable that in 1292 the castle and manor of Carstairs was pessessed by
one of our most public-spirited and benevolent bishops, and that, after a lapse of more
4
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William Wallace, who was then at Ayr, determined on ridding his
country of the English usurpers, and, accompanied by Wallace of
Richardtown, the Laird of Auchinleck, his friend James Cleland,
and others, gave battle to the usurper in the High Street, nearly
where the college now stands, when Sir William cleft the head of
Earl Percy with one stroke of his sword, on which the route of the
English became general. On 28th August in the following year,
King Edward offered oblations at the shrine of St Mungo, in the
cathedral church of Glasgow, for the good news of Sir Malcolm
de Drummond, a Scottish knight, being taken prisoner by Sir John
Seagreave.

It appears from the Bishop’s Cartulary that the plague raged
furiously here in the years 1330, 1350, 1380, 1381, 1600, 1602,

1604, and in 1649.

In 1387, the great wooden spire of the Cathedral of Glasgow,
which was covered with lead, was destroyed by lightning. In
1392, a mint-house was erected in the Drygate, where coins were
strack with the motto, ¢ Robertus Dei Gratia Rex Scotorum, vil-
la de Glasgow, Dominus Protector.”

In 1420, there was a convent for Grayfriars somewhere about
the west end of the Grayfriars’ Wynd. The friars were patroniz-
ed by the celebrated but unfortunate Isobel Duchess of Albany,
cousin to James, afterwards L. of Scotland, who, on 18th May
1431, at Inchmurran, mortified the lands of Ballagan to the con-
vent of the Grayfriars at Glasgow, for the express purpose of ¢ the
salvation of our souls, and that of Murdoch, Duke of Albany, of
worthy memory, our dear husband ; and also of Duncan Earl of
Lennox, our father, and of Walter, James, and Alexander, our
sons.” It is worthy of remark, that this pious lady received from
the King, her cousin, as a present, the heads of her husband, her
father, and her sons, Walter and Alexander; James having fled
into Ireland.

In 1426, Bishop Cameron, soon after his induction, established
the Commissariat Court, andincreased the number of the prebenda-
ries of the cathedral to thirty-two. In 1441, St Enoch’s Church
was built within St Enoch’s gate, and dedicated to the blessed Vir-
gin and St Michael. It had a principal, eight prebendaries, and
a large burying-ground. There is no vestige of the burying-
ground, and there seems to be no record when the church was
than 500 years, the magnificent mansion and extensive manor of Carstairs is possess-
«d by a citizen of Glasgow, Mr Henry Monteith, alike distinguished for public spi-

rit and active benevolence, whether engaged in mercantile enterprise, in the senate,
or in honourable retirement.
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taken down. In 1450, Bishop Turnbull obtained a charter from
James IL, erecting the town and patrimonies of the bishoprick into
a regality.

In 1456, St Nicholas’ Hospital was founded and endowed by
Bishop Muirhead, for the maintenance of twelve poor laymen
and a priest. The Hospital was situated on the west side of Kirk
Street, near where the Bishop’s palace stood. Its ruins were
taken down in 1808; the ground on which it stood now forms part
of the Gas Work premises. Its revenues, now reduced to about
L. 30 per annum, arise from ground annuals in the neighbourhood
of the hospital, Lindsay’s Middle, or New Wynd, &c. The Town-
Council lately conferred the patronage on Provost Dalgleish. In
1484, the Collegiate Church of St Mary (Tron) was built, and

" dedicated to the blessed Virgin. In 1488, the see of Glasgow was
made archiepiscopal, during Bishop Blackadder’s incumbency.
The Bishop, along with the Earl of Bothwell, negotiated a mar-
riage between King James IV. of Scotland and the Lady Marga-
ret, eldest daughter of Henry VIL of England, which they brought
about to the mutual satisfaction ‘of both kingdoms. This union
laid the foundation of the title of the Scotch Kings to the English
throne; which, in right of proximity of bloed, King James VL of
Scotland succeeded to, on the demise of Queen Elizabeth. In
1496, the Chapel of St Roque, belonging to the Blackfriars with-
out the Stable Green Port, bad an extensive burying-ground,

" where great numbers of those who died of the plague in after

years were buried. In 1527, Jeremiah Russell and John Kennedy
were burned alive in Glasgow for adhering to the principles of the

Reformation. Gavin Dunbar, Archbishop of Glasgow, and the

Bishops of Dunkeld, Brechin, and Dunblane, &c. were present at

the trial, and agreed to the sentence, which was read in the me-
tropolitan church on the last day of February.

The revenues which had been granted from time to time in sup-
port of the splendour of the see of Glasgow were very great. The
archbishops were lords of the lordships of the royalty and baro-
nies of Glasgow ; besides, there were eighteen baronies of land
Which belonged to them within the sheriffdoms of Lanark, Dum-
barton, Ayr, Renfrew, Peebles, Selkirk, Roxburgh, Dumfries, and
the stewartry of Annandale, including 240 parishes. There was
also a large estate in Cumberland within their jurisdiction, which
was named of old the Spiritual Dukedom. When the see was made
archiepiscopal, jurisdiction was given over the Bishops of Gallo-
way, Argyle, and the Isles. At the Reformation in 1560, Arch-
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bishop Beaton retired to France, taking with him all the relics,
documents, and plate which pertained to the see and the arch-
bishoprick. Since the renovation of the see, there have been twen-
ty-six Roman Catholic bishops; the first, John Achaius, elected
in 1129, and the last, George Carmichael, in 1483, and four
Roman Catholic archbishops, the first, Robert Blackadder, in
1488, and the last, James Beaton, in 1551. From the Reforma-
tion till the Revolution, the church in Glasgow was governed by
fourteen Protestant archbishops, the first, James Boyd, elected in
1572, and the last, John Paterson, in 1687.

State of Society, §c.—Prior to the Reformation, the inhabitants
of this city and neighbourhood were governed by churchmen, who
kept them in a state of ignorance and superstition truly deplorable.
At that period, the principles of the glorious Reformation began
to be acknowledged, when it pleased God to raise up powerful
agents in Edinburgh and Glasgow in the persons of Knox and
Melville. In 1560, when the Reformation took place, and for a
considerable time after, the great body of the people retained their
fierce and sanguinary disposition. This is strikingly marked by
their being constantly armed : even the ministers in the pulpit were
accoutred. The number of murders, cases of incest, and other
criminal acts, turned over to the censure of the church, but too
plainly point out the depraved character of the people.

In 1546, Glasgow, although only the eleventh town in Scot-
land, in point of trade and importance, had some shipping ; the
privy-council of Scotland having issued an order, that vessels be-
longing to Glasgow should not annoy those belonging to Henry
VIIL of England, the Queen’s uncle.

In 1556, during the minority of Mary Queen of Scots, James
Hamilton, Earl of Arran, an ancestor of the noble house of Ha-
milton, the second person in the kingdom, and nearest heir to the
throne after Mary, wasappointed Regent. This appointment hav-
ing been opposed by the Earl of Lennox, and the Queen Dowager,
an engagement took place at the Butts, where the weaponschaws
used to be held, (now the site of the Infantry Barracks.) The ci-
tizens taking part with Lennox, the Regent was defeated, which
so exasperated him, that, rallying his troops, he entered the town,
and gave it up to pillage ; which was <o effectually done, that the
very doors and windows of the houses were destroyed.

In 1566, Henry Darnley, husband of Mary Queen of Scots,
came to this city on a visit to his father, who resided in a house
on the east side of Limmerfield, a little south from the new Baro-
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ny Church, a part of the south wall of which is still preserved. As
the King was taken ill, the Queen came from Stirling to see him
in this house, where she resided till he was so far recovered as to
be removed to Edinburgh, in the neighbourhood of which he was
soon after murdered. On 30th September 1578, Robert Stew-
art Earl of Lennox, the immediate successor of Matthew, the fa-
ther of Henry Darnley, was entered a burgess, and in the same
year elected Provost of Glasgow.

In 1581, the King appointed Mr Robert Montgomery, minis-
ter of Stirling, to be Archbishop of Glasgow, with the understand-
ing that he was to confer the title of hereditary lords of the Bi-
shop’s Castle on the Lennox family, with all the emoluments per-
taining thereto, for the paltry consideration of L. 1000 Scots, some
horse corn, and poultry. The people, considering the archbishop
erroneous in doctrine and loose in morals, opposed his entry, by
getting Mr Howie to preach at the time he was to be inducted.
Sir Matthew Stewart of Minto, Provost of Glasgow, being desir-
ous of obeying the King’s commands, went to the church and de-
sired Mr Howie to break off his sermon, which refusing, the pro-
vost pulled him out of the pulpit. In the struggle some hair was
drawn out of Mr Howie’s beard, several of his teeth knocked out,
and his blood shed. On this Mr Howie denounced the judgment
of God on Sir Matthew, and his family. M¢Ure, in his History of
Glasgow, says, that in less than seventy years, this opulent family
was so reduced that they subsisted by charity. The church con-
sidering the transaction with the Lennox family illegal and dis-
graceful, the archbishop was forced to resign the benefice. He
afterwards became minister of Symington, and latterly of Stewar-
ton in Ayrshire, where he died. At this period the church disci-
pline was severe. On 16th August 1587, the kirk-session ap-
pointed harlots to be carted through the town, ducked in Clyde,
and put in the jugs at the cross, on a market day. The punish-
ment for adultery was to appear six Sabbaths on the cockstool at
the pillar, bare-footed and bare-legged, in sackeloth, then to be
carted through the town, and ducked in Clyde from a pulley fixed
on the bridge.” The release from excommunication was as fol-
lows: * A man excommunicated for relapse in adultery, was to pass
from his dwelling-house to the Hie Kirk, six Sundays, at six in the
morning at the first bell, conveyed by two of the elders or deacons,
or any other two honest men, and to stand at the kirk door bare-
footed, and bare-legged, in sackcloth, with a white wand in his
hand, bare-headed till after the reading of the text; in the same
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manner to repair to the pillar till the sermon was ended, and then
togo out to the door again, and stand there till the congregation
pass from the kirk, and after that he is released.”

The presbytery admonished their ministers to be diligent in
their studies, grave in their apparel, and not vain with long ruffles,
and gaudy toys in their clothes. The brethren (Presbytery) inter-
pret < the Sabbath to be from sun to sun ; no work to be done be-
tween light and light, in winter, and between sun and sun in sum-
mer.” Subsequently, thebrethrendeclared ¢the Sabbath to be from
twelve on Saturday night till twelve on Sabbath night.” The session
directed that the drum should go through the town, to intimate that
there must be no bickerings or plays on Sundays, either by old or
young. Games, golfs, bowls, &c. were forbidden on Sundays ;
and further, that no person go to Ruglen to see plays on Sundays.
Parents who had bairns to be baptized were to repeat the Com-
mandments distinctly, articles of faith, and the Lord’s Prayer, or be
declared ignorant, and some godly person to present their bairn ;
with farther punishment, as the kirk shall think fit. That no pro-
clamation of banns be made without the consent of parents; per-
sons who cannot say the commandments were declared to be un-
worthy of marriage. Because of the many inconveniences by mar-
riages on Sundays before noon, ¢ the session enact that none be
made till the afternoon.”

In 1588, the kirk-session appointed some ash-trees in the Hie
Kirk yard to be cut down, to make forms for the folk to sit on in
the kirk ; women were not to sit upon the forms, but to bring stools
with them. Intimation was made, that ¢ no woman, married or un-
married, should come within the kirk door to preachings or prayers
with their plaids about their heads, neither to lie down in the kirk
on their face in time of prayer; with certification, that their plaids
be drawn down, or they be raised by the beadle. The beadles
were to have staffs for keeping quietness in the kirk, and comely
order; for each marriage they were to get 4d., and 2d. for each
baptism.  All this for ringing the bell and rowing up the Anock,
and for setting the forms in the Hie Kirk, and in the Blackfriars
Kirk, and also the New Kirk. The kirk beadles were to allow none
to enter the steeple to trouble the %nock and bell there, but to
keep the Anock going at all times, and the five hours bell in the morn-
ing, and eight hoursbell at even, and that for a long space. The
minister gave the dead bellman a merk to buy a book, to enter
the names of the dead with their age.”

% On 26th December 1588, the magistrates, considering the
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manifold blasphemies and evil words spoken by sundry women,
direct the master of works to erect jugs, three or four steps up,
that they may not be torn down. The town-council enacted that
no market be kept on Sundays, and that persons blaspheming and
swearing shall be punished according to law. Walter Prior of
Blantyre, tacksman of the teinds of the parsonage of Glasgow,
provided the elements for the communion, he was spoken to, to pro-
vide a hogshead of good wine. The time of convening on the Sun-
days of the communion was four o’clock in the morning. The
collectors assembled on these occasions in the Hie Kirk, at three
o’clock in the morning. At that period the town-council enacted
that wine shall not be sold dearer than 18 pennies Scots, for a
Scotch pint, and ale not to exceed 4 pennies Scotch, = one-third
of a penny Sterling for two imperial quarts.”

- ¢ On 7th October 1589, there were six lepers in the Lepers’
House at the Gorbals end of the bridge, viz. ‘Andrew Lawson,
merchant; Steven Gilmour, cordiner ; Robert Bogle, son of Pa-
trick Bogle; Patrick Brittal, tailor ; John Thomson, tailor; and
Daniel Cunningham, tinker.”

For a considerable time previous to 1604, very serious differen-
ces had arisen between the merchants and trades’ ranks, regarding
precedency ; to put an end to which, and to restore peace in the
burgh, a submission was entered into on 10th November 1604,
which led to the letter of guildry. On 16th February 1605, at a
meeting in the Council-House, Sir George Elphinston of Blyths-
wood, provost, informed the meeting that the provost, bailies,
and council being ripely advised, understanding the same first to
redound to the honour of God, common weal of this burgh, have
accepted, received, and admitted the said letter of guildry, and in
token thereof have subscribed the same.

On 3d March 1608, the kirk-session gave intimation, that the
Laird of Minto, a late provost, was accused of a breach of chastity.
The session considering his age and the station he held in the town
pass him with a reprimand.

At this period the funds of the corporation must have been ve
low.. At a meeting of the town-council, on 9th April 1609, the pro-
vost informed the council, that the magistrates had been charged
the sum of 100 punds, by the clerk register, for the book called the
¢ Regium Majestatem,” that they were in danger of horning for the .
same, and that, as the town was not stented, and as the council
could not advance the money, (L. 8, 6s. 8d. Sterling,) he bad bor-
rowed it from William Burn, merchant burgess.



L

GLASGOW. ‘13

It would appear that the letter of guildry had only removed
the burghal discontent, as on 19th May 1609, the provost inform-
ed the council, that the Earl cf Glencairn, and the Lord Sempil,
with their friends, were to be in this town on Monday next, conform
to the ordinance of the secret council, for the purpose of compro-
mising their deadly feuds; ¢ therefore for eschewing of all incon-
veniences of trouble which may happen, (which God forbid,) the
council directed that the number of forty persons, with one of the
bailies, and the whole council, should attend upon the provost,
and that one of the other two bailies, and threescore men, should
attend at the lodgings of the said noblemen, all the foresaid per-
sons to have long weapons, and swords, and to be in readiness to
accompany and convoy the said noblemen, with their friends,
in and out, in making their reconciliation, conform to the ordinance
of the secret council, and the drum to pass through the town, to
advertise and warn all the inhabitants, to be in readiness with
their arms foresaid, and to meet the provost and the bailies on
Monday next, at seven hours on the green, that the foresaid num-
ber of persons may be chosen, and that under the penalty of L. 5.”
On 19th August following, the council granted a warrant to John
Bernit, master of works, for 41 punds, 10s. as the expenses of wine
and confections spent at the cross, upon the 5th day of July, the
King’s day, my Lord Bishop of Glasgow being present, with sun-
dry other honourable men. '

On 6th October 1610, the town-council enacted, that there
should be no middings (dunghills) on the fore streets, nor in the
‘flesh-market, meal-market, or other market of this burgh, under
the penalty of 13s. 4d. and that no timber lie on the High Street,
above year and day, nor any turf, turf stakes, or lint, be dried upon
the High Street, under the penalty of 13s. 4d, and that the fruit,
kail, and onion crammies, stand betwixt the gutter and the house,
and that each stand and flake be an ell in length and breadth.

The council at the same time ordained, that the lepers of the
hospital should go only upon the causewayside, near the gutter,
and should have * clapperis,” and a cloth upon their mouth and
face, and should stand afar off while they receive alms, under the
penalty of being banished from the town and hospital.

On 22d December 1613, mortality bills were directed to be
made in the city for the first time.

In 1635, the magistrates purchased from the Earl of Glencairn,
the manse of the prebendary of Cambuslang in the Drygate, which
they fitted up as a house of correction for dissolute women, and
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such was the vigilance of the kirk-session, that they directed the
women to be whipped every day during pleasure.

The Laigh Kirk steeple was built in 1638. The Tron or pub-
lic weights were kept in the under part of this steeple for a num-
ber of years; hence the name Tron. The dues of the tron, which
formerly belonged to the Archbishop, were conveyed to the Col-
lege, which still draws a small sum from the town in lieu of them.

The council agreed to license Duncan Birnet to teach music
within the burgh, provided he takes no more  skolleges fra the

" bairns than James Sanderis was allowed.” They authorized the
master of work now in Flanders, to purchase for the town’s use
fifty muskets with ¢ stalfis and bandeleiris,” and fifty pikes. On
8th September they ordered ¢ three score young men to be elected
and trained to handle arms, the driller to have for his pains 40
shillings each day for his coming out of Edinburgh, aye until he
be discharged, with his horse hire hame and afield.”

On 25th September 1638, the principal and regents of the Col-
lege petitioned the town-council for help to build the new work
within the said College. The council ¢ condescended and agreed
to give to the building of the said work 1000 merks when the work
is going on, and another 1000 merks to buy books to the library,
whenever they buy their books to make a library to the said Col-
lege. 'The money to be advanced by the provost and bailies, who
may be in-office at the time.”

 On 8th October 1638, the provost, bailies, and council, un-
derstanding that his sacred Majesty has been graciously pleased
to indict a general free assembly to be holden in this city the 21st
November next, to which it is expected that a great number of
noblemen, commissioners from presbyteries, and other commis-
sioners will repair hither, therefore it is statuted and ordained,
that no burgess or inhabitant within thic burgh shall set, or pro-
mise to set, for rent or otherwise, or give to any friend any house,
chamber, or stable, until they first acquaint them therewith, that
the provost, bailies, and council may give a license thereto, to the
end that every one may be lodged according to their quality and
ability in this city, under the pain of 100 punds, and imprison-
ment of their persons during the magistrates’ will. And likewise,
that those give obedience to this who are appointed to survey the
houses within the city, and also that no inhabitant expect more
rent for their houses, chambers, beds, and stables than shall be
appointed by the said provost, bailies, and council, and ordains the
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same to be intimated through the town by sound of drum, that no
person may plead ignorance.”

On 3d November, the town-council, understanding that a great
oumber of people will convene within this burgh at the emsuing
assembly, they statuted and ordained, that there be a guard of
men kept through the day, and a watch at night, under the direc-
tion of the provost and bailies.  On the 18th, the treasurer was
directed to purchase for the town’s use 100 muskets with  stalfis
and bandeleiris,” 30 pikes, 4 cwt. of powder, and 4 cwt. of match.

On 21st November this famous assembly met in the nave of the
Cathedral. During the preceding year, Laud, Archbishop of Can-
terbury, had ordered a service-book to be read in the Scotch
churches, which the people thought savoured of the mass. This
innovation afforded a fit opportunity for the friends of the Presby-
terian form to exert themselves in the cause; they therefore with
great assiduity procured a numerous attendance at this assembly.
The celebrated Marquis of Hamilton was Lord High Commis-
sioner. ‘The venerable Mr John Bell, minister of the Tron Church
of Glasgow, preached, after which Mr Alexander Henderson was
elected Moderator. The assembly was attended by a great propor-
tion of the nobility and other persons of rank and consideration in
Scotland. The Presbyterian party carried every thing theirown way.
The Commissioner protested and dissolved the assembly. After
his Grace had departed, the assembly held twenty-six diets, when
they decreed, 1st, The abjuration of Episcopacy; 2d, The abo-
lishing of the service-books and the high commission; 84, The
proceedings of the six preceding assemblies during Episcopacy
were declared null and void ; 4k, They deposed and excommuni-
cated the Archbishops of St Andrews and Glasgow, and the Bi-
shops of Galloway, Brechin, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Ross, Argyle,
and Dunblane, and a number of other clergymen; 5tk, The Co-
venant being approved of, was ordered to be signed by all ranks,
under pain of excommunication; and, 6th, Churchmen were in-
capacitated from holding any place in Parliament.

On 19th March 1640, intimation was made by the session, that
all masters of families should give an account of those in their fa-
milies who have not the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer,
Creed, &c. and that every family should have prayers and psalms
morning and evening ; some of the fittest men to assist the elders
in promoting this work. On 8th January in the following year, the
kirk-session, in pursuance of an act of Assembly held at Aberdeen,
enacted that the magistrates should cause all monuments of ido-



116 LANARKSHIRE.

latry to be taken down and destroyed, viz. all superstitious pictures,
crucifixes, &c. both in private houses and in the Hie Kirk. Next
day it was reported that they found only three that could be cal-
led so, viz. the five wounds of Christ, the Holy Lamb, and a Pro-
nobis.

On the 19th June 1641, the council directed the treasurer to
pay Mr Gavin Forsyth 162 punds for his bygone services in bap-
tizing infants within this city, and visiting the sick in the time of
the town’s necessity, and for preaching God’s word on Tuesdays.
On 1st December, the council enacted that some Holland cloth,
and Scotch linen cloth, with some plaids, as also two gallons of
aqua vite, and four half-barrels of herring, be sent as a present to
Mr Webb, servant to the Duke of Lennox, as a testimony of the
town’s thankfulness to him for the pains he took in the town’s bu-
siness. The said day the Jfarquis of Argyle exhibited in presence
of the town-council, a commission from the secret-council anent
the transporting of 5000 men to Ireland, desiring the council to
provide boats and barques for their transport.  After much rea-
soning, it was thought fit that the freight of each soldier should
be 1 pund, 10s., and that the soldiers and boatmen should have 6s.
in the day for victuals during the time they are at sea; the whole
to be paid by the community.

On 13th April 1649, parochial sessions were first appointed ;
but as these clerical courts assumed the power of censuring the
measures of Government, his Majesty, Charles II. put them down
by royal proclamation, and it was not till April 1662 that the legal
restriction was removed. On 6th July 1649, the kirk session inti-
mated that any person who knows any point of witchcraft or sorcery
against any one in this burgh, shall delate the same to some of the
ministers or magistrates.

Oliver Cromwell having on 3d September 1650, got possession
of Edinburgh, marched to Glasgow, and took up his lodgings and
held his levees in Silver Craigs House, on the east side of the
Saltmarket, nearly opposite the Bridgegate.

¢ Cromwell having learned that Mr Patrick Gillespie, minister of
the Outer High Church, had the chief sway in ecclesiastical affairs,
sent for him, and after a long conference, gave him a prayer. On
the following Sunday he went in state to the Cathedral Church.
Mr Zachary Boyd, the distinguished paraphrast, having been ap-
pointed to preach, took occasion to inveigh against Cromwell, on
which Thurlow, his secretary, said he would pistol the scoundrel.
¢ No, no,’ said the General, ¢ we waill manage him in his own way.” -
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Having asked the minister to dine with him, Oliver concluded the
entertainment with prayer, which it is said lasted three hours.

On 16th June 1660, the session having taken into their con-
sideration the Lord’s merciful providence in returning the King’s
majesty to his throne and government, do judge it their duty to set
apart some time for public thanksgiving to God for the same. The
Restoration took place on 29th May, and such was the persecuting
spirit of the times, that on 14th July following, the privy-council
sent an order to the magistrates of Glasgow, to desire Principal
Gillespie to appear before them, which he did on the 17th Au-

t, when, for the favour he had shown to Cromwell, he was sent
to Edinburgh jail, and was afterwards imprisoned in the Bass Island,
along with a number of ministers. After a period of confinement,
the Principal was brought before Parliament and liberated.

Soon after the Restoration, an attempt was made to force Epis-
copacy on. the people of Scotland, and nowhere was this attempt
more opposed than in Glasgow, where the great body of the people
were Covenanters. The King having appointed Mr James Sharp,
minister of Crail, to be Archbishop of St Andrews; and Mr An-
drew Fairfowl, minister of Dunse, to be Archbishop of Glasgow ; -
and two other ministers to be bishops, they were ordained in Lon-
don, and on 10th April 1662, arrived in Edinburgh. The clergy
and laity of Glasgow, with a few exceptions, having refused to con-
form to Episcopacy, the Earl of Middleton, and a committee of
the privy-council, came to Glasgow on 26th September 1662.
The council met in the fore-hall of the college, when, after the usual
preliminaries, Lord Middleton informed the committee, that the
archbishop desired the royal order for uniformity to be enforced.
This was agreed to by all but Lord Lee, who assured the com-
mittee that the enforcement of that order would desolate the coun-
try. In the face of this it was enforced, when upwards of 400
ministers were turned out, and took leave of their flocks in one
day, among whom were five belonging to Glasgow, viz. Prin-
cipal Gillespie, Messrs Robert Macward, John Carstairs, Ralph
Rogers, and Donald Cargill. Early in 1678, the committee of
council returned to Glasgow, where they remained ten days. They
sat on Sunday during divine service, administering a bond for pre-
veuting all intercourse with the exiled ministers ; and such was the
terror which accompanied their proceedings, that Provost Camp-
bell, Bailies Johnston, Campbell, Colquhoun, and others, to the
number of 153 persons, signed the obnoxious bond. The council,
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the better to enforce their arbitrary measures, summoned to their
aid some of the chieftains and clans, afterwards designated the
Highland Host. These rapacious mountaineers, unaccustomed to
discrimination, plundered the inhabitants of every thing they could
lay their hands on. Under such an order of things, emigration to
Holland or Geneva was the only safe alternative.  On 2d Febru-
ary following, the host left Glasgow for Ayrshire, and on their re-
turn in small detachments, loaded with plunder, they were attack-
ed by the students and other young men of the town, who recol-
lecting their former practices, relieved them of their burthens, and
showed them the way to the Highlands through the West Port.

On 17th August 1669, the Presbytery of Glasgow directed that
the day of preparation before the communion should be a day of
fasting and bumiliation. During the troubles in the latter end of
the reign of Charles I. and the greater part of the reign of Charles
IL the communion was but seldom administered in Glasgow, and
not at all in the year 1646-47-51-52-53-58 and 59. From 1660 to
1676, the communion was occésionally given once in the year; and
from 1698 till the Union in 1707, it was regularly given once a~
year; and it has almost uniformly been given twice a-year since
that period.

In 1677, a great fire took place in Glasgow, when 130 houses
and shops were destroyed. In 1684, a number of Covenanters
were hanged in Glasgow, and their heads stuck on pikes on the
east side of the jail. Their bodies were buried at the north side
of the Cathedral Church, near where a stone with an inscription is
placed, and still remains in the wall.

In 1689, on the abdication of James II., the city of Glasgow
raised a regiment of 500 rank and file, and sent them to Edin-
burgh, under the command of the Earl of Argyle, to guard the
Covenanters. This regiment then got the name of the Scotch
Cameronians, and subsequently the 26th Regiment of Foot. Dur-
ing this year the magistrates were elected by a poll vote of the
burgesses ; but in the succeeding year, an act of William and
Mary empowered the magistrates and council to elect themselves.

On 4th June 1690, the Presbytery of Glasgow, considering that
¢ this is the first diet after the re-establishment of the Presbyterian
form of church government,” directed Mr Joseph Drew to go to
Stirling, and preach to the people of Glasgow, who had been
driven there on account of the troubled state of the kingdom. On
2d May 1695, an act was read from the pulpits in the city, against
buying or selling things on the Sabbath, also against feeding horses
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in the fields, or hiring horses to ride on the Sabbath, except in
cases of necessity, of which the magistrates are to be made ac-
quainted. The ancient and laudable custom of elders visiting the
families once a quarter was revived.

On 12th March 1698, the magistrates of Glasgow granted an
allowance to the jailor for keeping warlocks and witches imprison-
ed in the tolbooth, by order of the Lords Commissioners of Jus-
tidzary. The elders and deacons, two and two, were enjoined to
search the change-houses in their proportions on the Saturday
nights at ten o’clock, and to delate the drinkers and houses to the
magistrates.

In 1707, the union with England was effected. This measure
was so inimical to the citizens of Glasgow, that the magistrates
found it necessary to prohibit more than three persons from as-
sembling together on the streets after sunset.

In 1715, when the Rebellion broke out under the Earl of Marr,
the city of Glasgow raised a regiment of 600 men at their own ex-
pense, who marched te Stirling under the command of Colonel
Aird, the late provost, and joined the King’s forces.

In 1717, the Convention of Royal Burghs passed an act pro-
hibiting persons from trading in Glasgow, unless they resided eight
months of the year within it.

On 11th November 1725, the kirk-session enacted, that the
elders and deacons should go through their proportions, and take
notice of all young women who keep chambers alone, especially
those suspected of lightness, and warn them that they will be taken
notice of, and advise them to get honest men, or take themselves
to service. ‘

In 1786, the foundation stone of the Town-hall, and the first
Assembly Rooms, was laid by Provost Coulter. The hall and As-
sembly Rooms were opened in 1740. Although Deacon Corse
was the master mason, his foreman, the celebrated Mungo Nai-
smith, carried on the work, and carved the caricature heads on the
key stones of the arches of the arcade, so justly admired. Till the
Assembly Rooms were opened in 1740, the Glasgow assemblies
were held in the Merchant’s Hall, Bridgegate. These assemblies
were usuglly well attended. The Duchess of Douglas, for several
years, patronized them.

The Rebellion of 1745 afforded the citizens of Glasgow an op-
portunity of showing their loyalty to the Government, by raising
two regiments of 600 men each, at their own expense. On the
news of the American war reaching Glasgow, the magistrates cal-
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led a public meeting, when resolutions were entered ' into, to sup-
port the Government. A corps of 1000 rank and file, afterwards
the 83d Regiment of Foot, was raised at an expense of about
L.10,000.* To give countenance to recruiting, and to show their
determination to oppose the Americans, above 500 of the princi-
pal inhabitants formed, as it were, a recruiting party. Mr John
Wardrop, a Virginia merchant, beat a drum; Mr James Finlay,
father to Mr Kirkman Finlay of Castle Toward, played the bagpipe;
while other eminent merchants and citizens performed the duty of
fifers, or carried broad swords, colours, or other warlikeensigns. Mr
Cunningham of Lainshaw, Mr Speirs of Elderslie, and others,
hired their ships as transports; but Mr Glassford of Dugaldston,
disapproving of the warlike preparations, laid up his ships in Port-
Glasgow harbour. -

In 1787, the cotton manufacturers proposed to reduce the price
of weaving, on which a number of weavers stopt work, and, after
parading the streets on 3d September, burned and destroyed a
number of webs in the Drygate and Calton. Provost Riddell cal-
led out the military, under the command of Colonel Kellet, when
the riot act was read ; the mob refusing to disperse, three men
were killed near the Hangman’s Brae, (north end of Barrack Street,)
and several wounded.

The revolutionary principles of France had made such rapid
progress in this country during 17934, that an Act of Parliament
was passed, authorizing his Majesty to accept the military services
of such of his loyal subjects, as chose to enrol themselves as volun-
teers, for defence of our inestimable constitution. The necessary
arrangements had no sooner been made, than a number of the ci-
tizens of Glasgow offered their services to Government, which were

- immediately accepted. During the war there were thirteen vo-

lunteer corps raised, and when these were disbanded, there were
five regiments of local militia formed.

In 1799 and 1800, the failure of the crops was so great, that
provisions could not be got through the usual channels. The cor-
poration, and a number of benevolent individuals, entered into a
subscription, and purchased grain for the supply of the working-
classes. The purchases amounted to L.117,500. Op the re-
turn of plenty the concern was wound up, which showed a loss of

* The Trades- House, the fourteen incorporated trades, and individual members,
subscribed L. 5025 towards the expenses of the regiment. The corporation of the
city voted an address to his Majesty, containing the tender of a regiment ; and the
London Gazette, January 19, 1778, states, that the Hon. Robert Donald, Lord Pro-
vost, and Duncan Niven, Esq. Convener of the Trades-House, who presented the ad-
dress, were most graciously received, and had the honour to kiss his Majesty's hand.
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L. 15,000. As a large proportion of this came from the corpora-
tion funds, a bill was brought into Parliament, for taxing the in-
habitants for a part of the loss; but it was so vehemently opposed,
that the magistrates withdrew it.

In the latter end of 1816, and beginning of 1817, the stagna-
tion of trade was such, that the working-classes in the city and
suburbs could not find employment. The distress of the workers
was so great, that it was found necessary to raise money for their
relief by voluntary subscriptions. From a large sum raised, the
committee distributed L. 9653, 6s. 2d. among 23,130 persons.

In 1818, the lower classes of this city and suburbs were severely
afflicted with typhus fever. No sooner had the disease made pro-
gress than L. 6626, 14s. 1d. was raised for the relief of the afflict- .
ed sufferers by voluntary contribution. The accommodation in
the Royal Infirmary being quite inadequate for the number of fe-
ver patients, the subscribers built a temporary fever hospital at
Spring Gardens, fitted to contain upwards of 200 beds. The hos-
pital was opened on 30th March 1818, and closed on 12th July
1819. Between these periods 1929 patients were admitted. The
greatest number at one time was 212, and the deaths amounted to
171.  During the period of the disease, upwards of 5000 apart-
ments in the city and suburbs were fumigated, 600 lodging-houses
were examined, infécted bedding was burned, and the owners sup-
plied with new bedding.

In 1819, the working-classes were again thrown into great distress
from want of employment. The seeds of discontent which had
been widely sown took deep root in this part of the country, and
ended in what has been emphatically called Radicalism. At this
alarming crisis, when thousands of workers paraded the streets, de-
manding employment or bread, upwards of 600 persons were al-
most instantly employed at spade work, or breaking stones for the
roads. Exclusive of the exertions of the authorities, and individuals
inthe suburbs, the magistratesof Glasgow simultaneously employed
upwards of 340 weavers at spade work in the green, nearly the whole
of whom remained for upwards of four months under the direction
of Dr Cleland ; andit is only justice to those individuals to say, that
under his kind usage and vigilant superintendence, not one of them
left their work to attend political meetings in the Green, although
thousands marched past them with radical ensigns, accompanied by
well-dressed females carrying caps of liberty. The distress and
dissatisfaction continued during the greater part of 1820, when
large distributions of clothing, meal, and coals were given to
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such persons as could not find employment. The distress was
such that 2040 heads of families were under the necessity of
pawning 7380 articles, on which they received L.739, 5s. 6d.
Of the heads of families 1943 were Scotch, and 97 English,
Irish, or foreigners; 1372 had never applied for nor received
charity of any description; 474 received occasional aid from the
committee, and 194 were paupers. On the 30th August of that
year, James Wilson was hanged and beheaded for high treason.

In August 1822, when George IV. visited Edinburgh, the cor-
poration of this city and the Merchants and Trades Houses sent de~
putations with splendid equipages, and presented loyal addresses
to his Majesty.

Another period of mercantile distress occurred in 1826, and from
8th April of that year till 81st October 1827, about L. 9000 were
laid out for the amelioration of the working-classes, and from 12th
March till 20th October 1829, there was expended on work for
operatives the sum of L. 2950.

Bills of Mortality.—Bills of mortality are understood to contain
a list of births, marriages and deaths, from parochial registers, at
stated periods, in connection with the population.

Glasgow Bills of Mortality.— As the Glasgow bills of mortali~
ty, from which the probability of human life in large towns, and
other important results may be deduced, have met with more than
ordinary approbation from political inquirers, we think it right to
give a detailed account of the manner in which those bills have
been prepared. The parochial register of births in Glasgow be-
ing so defective that no reliance could be placed on it, Dr Cle-
land, who had hitherto taken the whole charge of the bills, obtained
the necessary information in the following manner: On the 6th of
December 1829, he addressed a letter to each of the seventy-five
clergymen and lay-pastors in the city and suburbs, who baptize
children, requesting to be favoured with returns of the numbers
they might baptize from the 14th of December 1829, to the 15th
of December 1830, both days inclusive, being the year previous to
the last Government census. The letter was accompanied by a
book in which the sexes and the particular parishes in which the
parents resided were to be inserted. He also requested the vari-
ous societies of Baptists, the society of Friends, and Jews, and others
who do not dispense the ordinance of baptism to infants, to favour
him with the above particulars, relative to children born to mem-
bers of their societies ; and in due time he had the satisfaction of re-
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ceiving returns from the whole, as also an account of the children
of parents, who, while disapproving of infant baptism, did not be-
long to any religious society. It appeared that in the city and su-
burbs, there were 6397 children baptized or born to Baptists, &c.
and of that number there wereonly 3225 inserted in the parochial
registers, leaving unregistered 8172.

Although in Scotland there is no marriage act as in England,
restricting the solempization of marriages to clergymen of the Es-
tablished Church, the ordinance can only be regularly celebrated
by persons duly called to the pastoral office, and not until a certi-
ficate of the proclamation of banns has been produced. Persons
irregularly married are deprived of the privileges of the church,
till they appear before the kirk-session, acknowledge their fault,
and be reponed. From this circumstance, in connection with the
solicitude of the female and her friends, to have the marriage re-
gistered, the marriage register of Glasgow and its suburbs may be
held as correct for all statistical purposes.

The deaths are ascertained by the number of burials. The
burying-grounds in the city and suburbs are placed under the
management of fourteen wardens. These officers, who attend
every funeral, enter in a memorandum book at the grave, the name,
age, and designation of* the person buried, along with the amount
of fee received, and the name of the undertaker. Having taken
these, and other particulars, the wardens afterwards enter the
whole in a book classified conformably to a printed schedule, drawn
up by Dr Cleland. At the end of the year they furnish him with
an abstract from their books, and it is from a combination of these
abstracts that he ascertains the number of deaths at the various
ages. The abstract includes still-born children, and the deaths of
Jews, and members of the Society of Friends, who have separate
burying places.

Dr Cleland having been appointed to take the sole charge of
conducting the enumeration and classification of the inhabitants of
the city of Glasgow and suburbs, for the Government census of
1831, he employed twelve parochial beadles, nineteen mercantile
clerks, and one superintendent of police, to take the lists. Before
the books were prepared, an advertisement was inserted in the
Glasgow newspapers, requesting the inhabitants to favour him with
their suggestions as to classification, and before the list-takers
commenced their operations, bills were posted upon the public



124 LANARKSHIRE.

places and dwelling-houses of the city, informing the inhabitants
of the nature of the inquiries, and that they had no reference to
taxes, and moreover, that non-compliance, or giving a false return,
subjected them to a fine. When the books were returned to him,
the public, through the medium of the press, were requested to
call at an office appointed for the purpose, and to correct any
omission or error which might have been made in their returns.
The list-takers having made oath before the Lord Provost, that
the name of every householder in the district assigned to them,
his, or her age, profession, religion, country, &c. had been faith-
fully entered in a book, and a similar description of his or her fa-
mily taken down, he proceeded to classification, and formed tables
and abstracts for each parish, containing numerous details not re-
quired for the Government digest.

Glasgow Bill of Mortality for 1830.— A general list of births,
baptisms, marriages, and burials, within the ten parishes of the
royalty, and the suburban parishes of Barony and Gorbals.

Births and Baptisms. Males.  Females. Total.

Returns from clergymen and lay pastors, - 3281 3116 6397
Add still.born from do. - - - 246 225 471
Tol, 8527 8341 6868

"Of this number there were registered only, - 1678 1547 3225

Number unregistered, exclusive of still-born, - 1603 1569 3172+

The children were baptised as follows, viz.

By clergymen of the Church of Scotland, - - - 3143
By do. of the Secession church, - - - - 664
By do. of the Relief church, - - - - 671
By do. of the Roman Catholic church, - - - - 915
By do. of the Scotch Episcopal church, Independents, Methodists, and

other denominations, including births among Baptists, Society of

Friends, Jews, &c. - . - - - - 1024

Total, 6397

Marriages engrossed in the registers of the City, Barony, and
Gorbals :—In the city, 857 ; Barony, 691; Gorbals, 371; to-
tal, 1919.

Burials engrossed in the registers of the City, Barony, and
Gorbals burying grounds :—

®* While the great importance of accurate parochial registers is admitted by all, it
is astonishing how little they have been attended to in this country. In Edinburgh,
the metropolis of Scotland, a city distinguished for its erudition, and for its nume-
rous and valuable institutions, the baptismal register is miserably defective. It ap-
pears from a printed report of a Committee of the Town- Council of that city, of date,
20th February 1835, that in 1834, the baptismal register for the thirteen parishes
contained only the names of four hundred and eighty children.



GLASGOW. 125

Of whom have dicd.
Blules. Fomales. Tolal. Males. Females. Total.
January 278 268 541 Still-born, - 246 25 471

February, 226 223 449 under one year, 463 414 877
March, - 2I8 207 425 1 and under 2, 816 307 623

April, - 208 ]84 392 2 . 5 23 237 500
May, - 185 175 880 5 - 10, 184 119 258
June, - 200 178 878 10 - 2, 14 12 276
July, - 194 182 876 2 - S0, 189 145 334
August, 232 206 438 30 - 40, 169 144 SIS
September, 240 220 469 40 - 50, 184 164 348
October, 236 184 420 50 - 60, 177 175 852
November, 234 189 423 60 - 70, 168 171 839
December, 255 259 514 70 . 75 109 102 21
P — %5 - 80, 55 8 118

Total, 2701 2484 5185 80 - 85 48 48 96
8 . 9, 2% 26 50

90 - 95 9 10 19

95 . 100, 3 6 9

104 . 0 1 1

Total, 2701 2484 5185

Ages of persons in Glasgow, and in the Suburban Parishes of
Barony and Gorbals, in 1830.

Under Fiveto Tento  Fifleen to Twenty to Thirty to Forty to
Five. Ten. Fifteen. Twenty. Thirty. Forty. Figy.
Males, 15422 13127 10491 . 8489 15177 12179
Females, 14855 12580 10720 12256 23008 14240 9329

Total, 30277 25707 21211 20745 38185 26419 18014

Fiftyto  Sixty to Seventy to Eighty to Ninctytoa 100 and Total.
Sixty. Seventy, Eighty. Ninety. hundred. upwards.
3228 1090 260 26 1

Males, 554 93724
Females, 6099 3692 1502 385 32 4 108702
Total, 11648 6920 2592 645 58 5 202426

About twenty years ago, the causes of death were announced
yearly in a periodical along with the gross number of burials, but
as no confidence could be placed in such statements, Dr Cle-
land has since that period declined to publish a list of diseases ;
but, being aware that, if a correct list could be obtained at the cen-
sus of 1831, when the population, births, marriages, and deaths,
were ascertained, it would be very beneficial in a medical point of
view, he addressed letters to upwards of 130 medical gentlemen,
in the city, and suburbs, requesting that they would ‘favour him
with a return of the diseases of which their patients died during
the period in which he had requested the clergymen to give him
a note of baptisms. As he only succeeded with a small portion
of the members of faculty, the attempt became fruitless, and in
all probability any future attempt will be unsuccessful, until a com-
pulsoryact of the legislature regarding parochial registersfor births,
marriages, and deaths, be obtained. Dr Cleland having also been
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entrusted with drawing up and classifying the Government popula-
tion returns for 1821, took the same precautions as to births, mar-
riages, burials, and population as in 1831, in the view of being
able to ascertain the ages of the population, and the periods of
life at which death ensued at particular epochs, when the popula-
tion could be accurately ascertained. He states as the result of
his experience, that in all the authentic bills of mortality he had
ever seen, there were more males born than females, but, taking
the population above fifteen years, the number of females prepon-
derates. The following results for Glasgow are derived from the
census of 1831.

Births—Males, - 8,527 Females, 8,341 excess of males, 186
Males under five years, 15,422 Females, 14,855 excess of males, 567
Males under ten years, 28,549 Females, 27,435 excess of males, 1,114
Males under fifteen years, 39,040 Females, 38,155 excess of males,

Males under twenty years, 47,620 Females, 50,411 excess of females 2,882
Males under thirty years, 62,706 Females, 73,419 excess of females, 10,713
Males—entire population, 93,724 Females, 108,702 excess of females, 14,978
Burials— Males, - 2,701 Females, 2,484  excess of males, 217

Probability of human life in England.—The want of sufficient
data for the formation of tables relative to the probability of hu-
man life in this country is apparent from a report of a Committee
of the House of Commons, (ordered to be printed on 15th Au-
gust 1833,) on the evidence of persons distinguished by their
knowledge in political science, such as George Mann Burrows,
Esq. Doctor in Medicine; John Bowring, Esq. M. P. Doctor in
Laws; Stacey Grimaldi, Esq. Fellow of the Antiquarian Society; the
Rev. W. Hale Hale, Chaplain to the Bishop of London, and others,
that the public registers in England are so inefficient as to render
it impossible to determine the law of mortality among the working-
classes of the empire, either generally or.locally. Mr John Tilley
Wheeler, clerk tothe Worshipful Company of Parish Clerks, stated,
that in London, the returns for the mortality bill are made up in
each parish by two old pauper women, who are utterly incompe-
tent to give correct information, and frequently receive most falla-
cious reports ; and John Finlaison, Esq. the Government Actuary,
stated that no faith whatever could be put in bills of mortality as
they are now prepared. In order to procure an approximation of
the rate of mortality which prevails among the working-classes of
this country, that distinguished political inquirer resorted to the
public registers at Ostend in Flanders, where he made an observa-
tion on the mortality of that town for a period of twenty-six years,
ending in 1832. The result of his investigations was, that in a



GLASGOW. 127

population consisting of about 11,000 souls, the rate of mortality
was as one in thirty-siz and one-cighth. Mr Finlaison stated in
evidence, that ¢ he was enabled to determine that Ostend is (not-
withstanding the opinion that prevails in England) a very healthy
situation, and no doubt is equal to the average of England, at
least the only knowledge of the law of mortality, as prevailing
among the lower classes in England, on which he was able to de-
pend, is derived from that which he obtained in Flanders.”

Probability of human life in Glasgow.— That Glasgow is a place
of average health for statistical purposes, may be inferred from the
statement under the head climate. But more particularly the de-
gree of health may be known, and tables formed for ascertaining
the probability of human life, from a series of the mortality bills,
where the ages of the living, and those of persons who have died,
are stated in connection with the population, and a table of longe-
vity for Scotland, which Dr Cleland prepared in 1821, by which
it appeared that, on an average of all the counties of Scotland,
there was one person eighty years of age, for every 148,% of the
population, whilst in the county of Lanark, with a population of
816,790, including 263,046, who live in towns, viz. in Glasgow,
202,426, and in other towns, 60,620, there was one such person for
every 169.17%, showing a degree of health in the population of
Glasgow nearly equal to that of the whole of Scotland.

The following results have reference to Glasgow and its su-
burbs, which partake of a mercantile and manufacturing popula-
tion, or something between Liverpool and Manchester, but more
especially the latter, the town population being 198,518, and the
rural, 3908. In 1831, the population was found to be 202,426,
the burials 5185, and the rate of mortality consequently 89.y%4.
The births being 6868, there is one birth for every 294" per-
sons. The number of marriages being 1919, there are 3,°%% births,
to each marriage, and one marriage for every 105" persons,
the number of families being 41,965 there are 4% persons
to each family. It is very satisfactory to know that with the same
machinery in 1821, the population being 147,043, the burials
3686, the rate of mortality was 89,%%, or, in other words, as near
as may be to the mortality of 1831. By reference to the bills of
mortality between the years 1821 and 1831, similar results will be
obtained.

Thus it appears that the mortality in England in 1832 was as-
sumed to be one in 36} derived from data of about 11,000 souls
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resident in and belonging to a foreign country, while the mortality
in Glasgow in the preceding year was only one in 89,%;, as as-
certained from a population of upwards of 200,000, whose avo-
cations are narrated in the Government census; and as to the
principle by which the amount of mortality is ascertained, Joshua
Milne, Esq., the celebrated political inquirer, author of a Trea-
tise on Annuities, the Law of Mortality, &c. and Actuary to the
Sun Life Assurance Corporation, London, stated as his opinion,
in reference to the Glasgow bill, published by Dr Cleland in 1831,
baving reference to former bills, that ¢ the law of mortality in a
large manufactuing town may now be determined, though it could
not heretofore for want of the necessary data.” It is therefore no
small honour to Glasgow that it may fairly claim precedence in
whatever relates to the formation of accurate tables for ascertain-
ing the probability of human life in large commercial and manu-
facturing towns.

Although every one at all conversant with political science would
place the utmost confidence in the testimony of Mr Milne,—that
testimony has been fully corroborated by the most distinguiched
political economists in this country, and on the continent: among
others, by Mon. Jean Baptiste Say, the Adam Smith of France,
Dr Speiker of Berlin, the German Professor Friedlaender, Sir
John Sinclair, author of the original Statistical Account of Scot-
land ; the Rev. Dr Chalmers, Professor of Divinity in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, &c.*

* As an appendix to the bill of mortality, we have thought it right to give an ab-
stract of a statement which was drawn up for the Board of Health respecting cholera.

That dreadful epidemic, cholera morbus, showed itself in this city on the 12th Fe.
bruary 1832, and continued to 11th November. During that period there were 6208
cases, 3203 recoveries, and 3005 deaths, viz. males, 1289 ; females 1716; of whom,
under 20 years of age, 368; 20 years and under 70, 2365; 70 years and under 90, 272.

It was found that there had been three eruptions of cholera marked by the reduced
number of cases happening about the 3d of June, the 16th September, and the 11th
November. Each eruption had a period of increase. In the first eruption, persons
poorly fed, of irregular habits, and dwelling in the crowded ill-aired parts of the city,
were chiefly affected. The second eruption was more severe, the attacks were more
scattered over the town, and many healthy persons, and in easy circumstances, fell vic-
tims to the disease. The last eruption was milder than the second, but still surpas-
sing the first, both in the number of cases and in the healthy and good condition of
many of the sufferers.

The total number of cases, 6208, is one for about every 32} of the population.

The total number of deaths, 3005, is one for about every 67} of the population.

The progress of the disease was such as to have seized one victim for about every
sizx, and to have occasioned one death for about every thirtcen families.

It became desirable, in a medical and statistical point of view, to ascertain the num-
ber of burials during the existence of the cholera, namely, from 12th February to 11th
November 1832, as compared with the corresponding period in the preceding year,
The following was the result ;
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IIL.—PoruraTION.

There is no enumeration of the inhabitants of Glasgow that can
be relied on before the year 1610; but there are grounds for sup-~
posing, that about the time of the Reformation, in 1560, the po-
pulation amounted to 4500.

In 1610, the Episcopal mode of government having been resum-
ed in the church, Archbishop Spottiswood directed the population
of the city to be ascertained, when it was found to amount to 7644.

In 1660, at the restoration of Charles IL., the population amount-~
ed to 14,678.

In 1688, at the Revolution, the population had decreased to
11,948. The civil wars are assigned as the cause of the decrease,
and it is a curious historical fact, that the number fell off imme-
diately after the restoration of Charles II., and that it required
more than half a century to make up the defalcation.

In 1708, immediately after the union with England, the popu-~
lation amounted to 12,766. This enumeration was made by direc-
tion of the magistrates, to mark the falling off which thev expected.

In 1712, the population amounted to 13,832. This was made
by order of the Convention of Royal Burghs, directing each of the
burghs to make a return of its population on oath.

In 1740, the population was ascertained by the magistrates to
be 17,034.

In 1755, the population had increased to 23,546, but this enu-
meration included persons living in houses which had been built
adjoining to, but without the royalty. At that perjod, the magis-
trates directed returns to be made for the Rev. Dr Webster, then
preparing his scheme for the Ministers’ Widows’ Fund.

In 1768, the population amounted to 28,300. This.enumera-
tion was drawn up by Mr John Woodburn, the city surveyor.

Burials from 12th February to 11th November 1832, including persons who died of
cholera, - - - - - - - - 8124
Deduct those who died of cbolera, and were buried in the burying-grounds in
the city and suburbs, including 161 persons who died beyond the boundary

of the population district, - 3166
4958
Burials from 12th February to 11th November 1831, - - - 4862

Increase of burials during the above period, after deducting deaths by cholers, 96
It was very fortunate, in a statistical point of view, that the pestilence did not visit
this city when the Government census was taken, otherwise the data for ten years
would have been rendered more indistinct and less suitable for the formation of tables
for exhibiting the probability of human life in large towns. The paper, of which the
ing is an abstract, was prepared by James Cleland, LL. D. Member of the
Board of Health, one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for the county of Lanark,
and by James Corkindale, M. D., LL. B., Medical Secretary to the Board of Health.
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In 1780, the population had increased to 42,832; but in this
enumeration the whole of the suburbs were for the first time in-
cluded. .

In 1785, soon after the termination of the American war, the
magistrates directed the population to be ascertained; it then
amounted to 45,889,

In 1791, the population was ascertained for Sir John Sinclair’s
national statistical work. At that time, it amounted to 66,578,
including 4633, being part of the suburbs which had been omitted
in the return.

Prior to 1801, the general results only of the different enume-
rations were preserved, but in that year a census of the inhabitants
of Great Britain was taken, for the first time, by order of Govern-~
ment, when the population amounted to—males, 35,007 ; females,
42,378 ; total, 77,385. But in this enumeration, a part of the
connected suburbs, the population of which amounted. to 6384,
had been omitted, and which, added to the above, made the actual
population of Glasgow at that time 83,769.

In 1811, there was another Government enumeration of the in-
habitants of Great Britain, according to which the population of
Glasgow was as follows :—males, 45,275; females, 55,474 ; to-~
tal, 100,749. But, in like manner, a part of the connected
suburbs, the population of which amounted to 9711, had not
been included in this enumeration, and which, added to the Go-
vernment table, made the population of the city at that period
110,460. .

In 1819, Dr Cleland, under the sanction of the public bodies,
drew up the first classified enumeration of the inhabitants of Glas~
gow, according to which, the population amounted to—males,
68,994 ; females, 78,203 ; total, 147,197.

In 1821, there was another Government enumeration of the in-
habitants of Great Britain, when the population of Glasgow was—
males, 68,119 ; females, 78,924 ; total, 147,043.

In 1881, there was a fourth enumeration of the inhabitarits of
Great Britain, according to which, the population of Glasgow was—
males, 93,724 ; females, 108,702 ; total, 202,426.

. 1V.—CoMMERCE AND MANUFACTURES.

Glasgow is advantageously situated for commercial pursuits.
Placed on the borders of one of the richest coal and mineral fields
in the island, with which it communicates by the Monkland Canal,

and by various rail-roads, and connected-on the one hand with the
4
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Atlantic by the Clyde, and on the other with the North Sea and
the German Ocean, by the Forth and Clyde Canal, and the
river Forth, it possesses facilities peculiarly favourable for trade.
Notwithstanding these local advantages, Glasgow was not remark-
able for trade until a considerable time after the union with Eng-
land. Its importance ina commercial point of view may be great-
ly attributed to the improvements on the Clyde, and to the enter-
prising spirit of its merchants and manufacturers during the last
seventy years. In 1420, a Mr Elphinstone is mentioned as a
curer of salmon and herrings for the French market ; and Princi-
pel Baillie mentions that this trade had greatly increased between
the years 1630 and 1664. As an encouragement to trade, then
in its infancy, an act was passed, in which it was stipulated that
the whole materials used in particular manufactures should be ex-
empt from duty; and in the same Parliament it was enacted,
for the better encouragement of soap manufacturers, that oil, pot-
ashes, and other materials for making soap, should be exempt
from duty. On 8lst of January 1638, ¢ Robert Fleyming and
his partners made offer to the town-council, to set up a manufac-
tory in the city, wherein a number of the poorer sort of the people
may be employed, provided they met with sufficient countenance.
On considering which offer, the council resolved, in consideration
of the great good, utility, and profit, which will redound to the
city, to give the said company a lease of their great lodging and back
yard in the Drygate, excepting the two front vaults, free of rent,
for the space of seventeen years. On 8th May thereafter, the
convener of the trades repotted, that the freemen weavers were afraid
that the erecting of the manufactory would prove hurtful to them.
On which, Patrick Bell, one of the partners, agreed that the com-
pany should not employ any unfree weavers of the town.”
Printing.— Letter-press printing was introduced into Glasgow by
George Anderson in the year 1638 ; and one of the first works print-
ed by him was an account of the General Assembly, which met there
the same year. Anderson came to Glasgow in consequence of an
invitation from the magistrates. It appears from the records of
the town-council, 4th January 1640, that the treasurer was direct-
ed to pay him 100 punds, in satisfaetion of his expenses “ in trans-
porting his gear to this burghe,” and in full of his bygone salaries
from Whitsunday 1638 till Martinmas 1639. It also appears from
the records of the council, 10th June 1668, that Anderson was
succeeded by his son, Andrew, as ordinary printer to the town and



132 LANARKSHIRE.

College, on condition of his ¢ services as well, and his prices being
as easy as others.” Andrew, who had been a printer in Edinburgh,
not finding matters to his mind here, returned to Edinburgh, and
in 1671 he was made King’s printer for Scotland. ~Anderson was
succeeded in Glasgow by Robert Saunders, who styled himself
printer to the city, and who was for many years the only printer
in the west of Scotland. But his predecessor, now the royal ty-
pographer, came to Glasgow, and by threats and promises prevail-
ed on Saunders’ workmen to desert him in the midst of an impres-
sion of the New Testament. This oppressive conduct brought
the matter before the privy-council, which decided in December
1671, that Saunders should be allowed to finish his book, and that
any printer in Scotland had an equal right with his Majesty’s to
print the New Testament and Psalm Book in the letter common-
ly called English Roman. Saunders died about 1696, leaving his
printing establishment to his son Robert, better known by the de-
signation ¢ of Auldhouse,”—a property purchased from a younger
branch of the family of Maxwell of Polloc. A few of the works
first printed by him were tolerably executed; but his latter pro-
ductions are extremely paltry and inaccurate. Printing was now,
and for some years afterwards, in the lowest state in Scotland.
The exorbitancy of the royal grant to Anderson had produced the
worst effects. No person appears to have been employed for the
sole purpose of correcting the press; and the low wages given to
pressmen, with the badness of the machines themselves, also tend-
ed to retard the improvement.

The University, in the meantime, was not wanting in efforts to
improve the printing in Glasgow. A paper, entitled ¢ Proposals
for erecting a bookseller’s shop, and a printing-press in the Uni- .
versity of Glasgow,” appears to have been presented to the faculty
in 1718, iq which it is mentioned, that they were ¢ obliged to go
to Edinburgh in order to get one sheet right printed.” During the
same year, Thomas Harvie, a student of divinity, engaged to fur-
nish one or more printing-presses, and in the course of four years
to furnish founts and other materials for printing Greek, Latin,
and Hebrew, on condition that he should be declared University
printer and bookseller for forty years, ¢ with all the privileges and
immunities which the University hath, or shall have hereafter, to
bestow on their printer and bookseller.” Although these terms
were probably not ultimately accepted, they seem at least to have
been under frequent consideration ; and the sketch of a contract
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with Harvie is preserved among the University papers. Two years
afterwards, ¢ Donald Govane, younger, gerchant in Glasgow, and
printer,” was appointed to the same office for seven years, but his
name appears at few books.

James Duncan, who printed M‘Ure’s History of Glasgow, con-
tinued to print here till about the year 1750. Robert Urie and
Company were printers in the Gallowgate in 1740 ; and, during
the following year, executed several works for Robert Faulls, (im-
properly termed Fowlis.) Urie is entitled to the credit of adding
to the respectability of the Glasgow press. Amongst the finest
specimens of his work, are his editions of the Greek New Testa-
ment, and of the Spectator. But the art of printing was carried
to great perfection by the Messrs Faulls, who introduced into
Glasgow a style of printing which, for beauty and correctness, has
never been surpassed in any country. A brief account of these
distinguished persons cannot fail to be interesting.

Robert Faulls, the eldestson of Andrew Faulls, ma'tster, was born
in or near Glasgow, on the 20th of April 1707, and his brother
Andrew on the 22d of November 1712. Robert was sent at an early
period as an apprentice to a barber, and seems to have practised the
art of shaving for some’ time on his own account. While in this
situation, Dr Francis Hutcheson, then Professor of Moral Philoso-
phy in the University, discovered in him the talent which was after-
wards cultivated with so much success, encouraged his desire of
knowledge, and suggested to him the idea of becoming a booksel-
ler and printer. Although Robert Faulls did not receive a com-
plete University education, he continued to attend for several years
the lectures of his patron; but Andrew received a more regular
education, and for some years taught the Latin, Greek, and French
languages. Having thus acquired a pretty accurate knowledge of
books, Robert began business in Glasgow as a bookseller in 1741,
and in the following year the first production of his press appear-
ed. He was assisted in the correction of his press by George
Rosse, then Professor of Humanity in the University, and by James
Moor, at that time a tutor about the college, and afterwards Pro-
fessor of Greek. To these advantages may be added the appoint-
ment, on 31st March 1743, of the elder brother as printer to the
University. In the same year he produced Demetrius Phalerius
de Elocutione, apparently the first Greek book printed in Glas-
gow, though George Anderson’s printing-house had been nearly a
century before supplied with Greek and Hebrew types. In 1744,

LANARK. K
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appeared the celebrated edition of Horace, the proof sheets of
which, it is well known, were hung up in the college, and a reward
offered to any one who should discover an inaccuracy. By the
year 1746, Faulls had printed eighteen different classics, besides
Dr Hutcheson’s class-book in English and Latin ; and Homer with
the Philippics of Demosthenes, were advertised as in the press.
The Homer appeared in the following year, both in a quarto and
in an octavoform. The first of these is a very beautiful book, and
more correct than the other, which was printed after Dr Clarke’s
edition. The success which had attended the efforts of the Faullses
as printers, induced the elder brother to extend the sphere of his
usefulness.  After being four times abroad, he sent home to his
brother a painter, an engraver, and a copperplate printer, whom he
had engaged in his service, and returned to Scotland in 1753, and
soon afterwards instituted an academy in Glasgow for painting,
engraving, moulding, modelling, and drawing. The University
allowed him the use of a large hall for exhibiting his pictures, and
several other rooms for his students; and three Glasgow merchants
afterwards became partners in the undertaking. The students,
according to the proposed plan, after having given proofs of genius
at home, were to be sent abroad at the expense of the academy.
But the scheme, which was somewhat romantic, did not succeed,
and was attended with considerable loss to all concerned. In’
Faull’s own words,  there seemed to be a pretty general emula-
tion, who should run it most down.”

Letter-press printing has been carried on of late years to such
an extent that it could not be accomplished without the aid of
steam. Printing-machines were invented by Mr Nicholson, editor
of the Philosophigal Journal, about the year 1790, but they were
first constructed, and put in operation, if not invented anew, by a
German named Konig about twenty to thirty years ago, and set
agoing in the printing of the London Times newspaper on 28th
November 1814, steam being the propelling power. The ma-
chines may be said to consist of two kinds,—those which print only
one side of a sheet of paper at a time, for newspaper work,—and
those which print both sides of the sheet, and are adapted for book
work. Messrs Ballantyne and Company of Edinburgh were the
first in Scotland who printed by steam. In 1829 or 1830, they
fitted up a steam-press for printing Blackwood’s Magazine, and
the Waverley Novels. Soon after this, the Edinburgh, Leith, and
Glasgow Advertiser was printed by steam, then the Edinburgh
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Weekly Chronicle, Chambers’ Journal, and the Farmers’ Maga- -
zine. In 1831, the Aberdeen Journal was printed in this way ;
and in 1834, Mr Edward Khull, printer to the University, fitted
up a steam-press for printing the Church of Scotland Magazine
i this city.

A copartuery for carrying on the whale fishery and making soap
was entered into in this city on the 15th of September 1674. Mr
George Maxwell of Polloc, (created a baronet in 1682,) Provost
William Anderson, and James Colquhoun, one of the bailies
of the city, were among the original partners. The company em-
ployed five ships; and the Providence, built at Belfast, was sailed
by Mr John Anderson, one of the partners. The company had
extensive premises at Greenock for boiling blubber and curing fish.
An advertisement appeared from them in the Glasgow Courant on
the T1th of November 1715, being the first advertisement in the
first newspaper in the west of Scotland. It was in the following
words :—* Any one who wants good black or speckled soap may
be served by Robert Luke, manager of the soaparie of Glasgow,
at reasonable rates.” The soaparie was at the head of Candle-
riggs Street, now the Commercial Buildings.

The manufacture of ropes was commenced on the 17th of
March 1696. Mr William Crawford of Jordanhill, and Mr James
Corbet of Kenmure, were among the first partners. In 1698,
an act of Parliament was passed for the further encouragement
of the manufacture of ropes and cordage in Glasgow, laying a
duty on all ropes imported from the-Sound or east seas; and,
in return, the company were 