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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT

SCOTLAND.
PART VI

NUMBER L
PARISH OF FRASERBURGH.,

(PRESBYTERY OF DEER, SYNOD AND COUNTY OF
ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. MR, ALEXANDER SIMPSON.

Name, Extent, &c.

THE antient name was Philorth, concerning whofe ety-

mology little except conje&ture can be advanced. In
the middle of the 16th century, a town was ere&ed upon
the eftate of Sir Alexander Frafer of Philorth, which, from
the name of the fuperior, was called Fraferburgh ; and foon
became a place of confiderable trade.—=—From it arofe the
prefent denomination of the whole parith; which, at an ave-
rage, is about 33 miles in breadth from eaft to weft. The
diftance between the northern and fouthern extremities, is a-
bout 8 miles ; but the parith of Rathen interfes, and di-

vides it into two nearly equal parts, each about 3 miles long.
Vor. VL. A The




2 Statiftical Account

The meafurement exceeds 10,000 acres.——Along the
to the extent of a mile into the country, the Toil is ge
good, partly clay, partly loam, or mixed. In many
places, are rich and fertile fields of a fimilar foil. T
of the parith is more gravelly : The arable land, efpeci
the upper divifion, is intermixed with moffes and muir
vered witgx heath or coarfe grafs.

Sea Coafty Rivers, Fifberies.~The fca coaft extends

4 miles; nearly two of which, to the fouth of the tow:
low and fandy, bounded by hillocks overgrown with

The reft is rocky and flat; except Kinnaird’s-head, a
land projeting into the fea, thought to be the Promont
Taixalium of Ptolomy, being the turning point int
AL fuarium Vararis, or Murray Firth.—From it the land
due weft on the one hand, and makes a curve to the {
eaft on the other, forming a part of the bay of Fraferbur
On this coalt, confiderable quantities of fea-weed, cut o
rocks, are manufaQtured into kelp. ‘The fea has rec
from the land in fome places, and encroached on it in ot
. —Weftward of Kinnaird’s-head, is a ftony beach, evid:
thrown up by the fea, 30 ells from, and 3 ells above,
prefent high water mark. Many of the benty hillocks, w
fkirt the bay, ftand upon mofs or clay ; and in 1760, a
with roots and branches, and a ftem 20 feet long, was fo
entire, under the fand within the high flood mark. E
ftrong fouth eaft wind, the fands on this (hore, if dry,
drifted ; and if not intercepted by the bents, would overfp:
the adjacent fields. Bent ought, therefore, carefully to
preferved ; efpecially a very fine fort, which has lately
peared in this bay, refembling the river bulruth in lengtt
joint, thicknefs of reed, and largenefs of leaf and top. It
creafes in quantity, and grows down to high water ma

amee C
AY
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of Fraferburgh. 3

Cod, ling, fkate, tixrbot, whitings, haddocks, macka-
rel, lobfters, and many other kinds of fifh, all of the beft qua-
lity, and often in great quantities, are caught here in their fea-
fons. A great part of the cod and lobfters is bought up for the
London market.——The Dutch are in the pratice of fithing
in fammer on this coaft; and in 1786, came fo near as to
preclude the inhabitants from their ufual flations. This
praltice has been long followed by them : and there is a tra-
dition that, in the beginning of the laft century, their buffes
frequented the loch of Strathbeg, about half way between
Fraferburgh and Peterhead.  Strathbeg at prefent, has no
navigable communication with the fea, there being a bar of
fand and bent, necarly a mile in breadth, between them; and
an Englifh gentleman is now attempting to drain that loch.—
A rivulet, called the water of Philorth, feparating the parifh-
es of Fraferburgh and Rathen, abounds with trout, efpecial-
ly that fpecies called the phinnick, of a fine flavour. A fal-
mon fithing has alfo been attempted at its mouth, and along
the bay, but has for fome time been given up,

Climate, Woods, Hills, {&'c.—The climate is dry; and fo
healthy, that more than 20 perfons are now living, above 8o
years of age, and fome above go. Continued great frofts are
rare. Snow feldom falls before Chriftmas, and does not lie
long on the ground.«=———This parifh appears to have a-
bounded with wood. Large roots of. trees, moftly oak, re-
main ftill in the moffes. About Philorth houfe, the feat of .
lord Saltoun, is fome old timber; and feveral plantations
have been lately made there. His Lordfhip and other neigh-
bouring gentlemen, have alfo planted fome hundreds of acres
of heath, or land, which produced poor crops of grain, with
various kinds of trees, which promife to be of great benefit,
as well as highly ornamental, to the country.————The on-

A2 ' ly



4 Statiftical Account

1y hill in the vicinity of Fraferburgh, is Mormend, covered with
mofs and heath, clevated 810 feet above the level of the fed; and
themoreconfpicuous,as the countryon every fide for manymiles
is low and champaign. Here, as at the Wrekin of Shropfhire,
¢ all friends around,” is no unufual toaft.———In different
places, are fine mineral fprings. An excellent one, of a cha-
lybeate nature, refembling the waters of Peterhead, but rec-
kened by judges more fit for weak conftitutions, was difcover-
ed, a few years ago, on the fouth caft corner of the town.
A well of freeftone has been Jbuilt, and a neat houfe ereted
over it, for the accommodation of, thofe that chufe to drink
the water. A lime-ftone quarry among the rocks at
Broadfea, was formerly wrought, and not being exhaufted,
may be opened again. The vein of lime-ftone runs fouth ;
and, in the fame dire&ion, there are quarries for many miles,
at fhort diftances from each.other ; one, of an excellent qua-
lity, is on the banks of the water of Philorth. Plenty of gra~
nite is found in the upper divifion. Ironftone, of a good qua-
lity, abounds among the rocks; but the fcarcity of fugl pre-
vents its being wrought. Very particular attention has
been paid, of late years, to the roads in part of this diftrit.
They are made, and kept in repair by the ftatute labour,
which the people perform perfonally, or by commutation.
But a more proper and efficient plan, it is thought, might
be adopted. Were turnpikes eftablifhed,’the roads would be in
a better ftate. Many ‘with for this alteration; while others
imagine that fuch a plan is fcarcely praicable in the prefent
ftate of the country *.

Proprictors,

* It is contended for, by fome refpe@able proprietors in this part of Scot-
land, ehat there is an abfolute neceflity cither to eftablifh turnpikes, or to
make an alteration in the nature of the fatute labour.—They propofe in
each parith a commutation into money, fomewhat nearer to the prefent va-

e




' of Fraferburgh. 5

Proprietors, Rental, and Agriculture.——There are four he-
ritbrs, one of whom refides, in the parifh, befides many feuars
in the town of Fraferburgh. ‘The valued rent is L. 3000
Scotch. It is difficult to afcertain the real rent, great part be-
ing paid in meal and bear, which vary in price ; and fome
fervices are performed, though this cuftom is wearing out.—
The farms are very different in fize, from the rent of L. 5 to
upwards of L. 100. In the neighbourhood of Fraferburgh,
land rents fo high as two guineas per acre. Agriculture
has advanced confiderably, more particularly within thefé few
years ; and the face of the parith is much improved. Oats,
barley, beans, and peafe, are the moft common fpecies of
grain. Green crops of potatoes, turnips, and cabbages, are
mtroduced ; allo clover, rye-grafs, and fallow. A little
wheat and flax is raifed.  All the lands to the weft and fouth
-of Fraferburgh, to the diftance of a mile and a half, are in-
clofed and well cultivated. New inclofures, drains, and o-
ther improvements, are making every yéar. In fome other

parts the land is in the fame ftate, and managed in the fame
' manner,

&e of labour for the 6 days, which are appointed to. be annually wrought
vpon the roads ; and that the whole fheuld be levied in money only, and
Dot, accerding to the prefent flatutes, ip perfomal labour at the pleafure of the
individoal .~That an affeffment on the valued rent hould take place for the
foppert of bridges over the county :—That every one fhould contribute in
propostion to the ufe he made of the roads ;~and that none fhould be ex-
empted from the amount of the fix days.commutation, (fay 8d. 10d, or 15,
fierling, per day), whether landholder, commiflioner, &c.—That the horfes,
carriages, carts, &c. of the proprictors, farmers, &c. fhould pay a certain
fum yearly ;—and that the fund be managed as at prefent, by the commit
Goners within esch diftsi®, and fhall be laid out in the different parithes, ace
cordisg to the fum they pay'refpetively. This plan contains hints well en-
titled to the confideration of landholders, in the northern, and, perhaps,
even in the foutbern parts of Stotland. ‘
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manner; and tolerably weighty crops are raifed.—
parith not only fupplies itfelf with provifions, but ann
exports a large quantity of barley, oats, meal, beans,
potatoes, of the beft kind.

The improvements are, in a great meafure, to be afc
to the heritors, who, defirous of promoting the interefl
happinefs of their tenants, have bound the latter to in
their farms, and to build good houfes ; and, for their en
ragement, have either given immediate pecuniary affift:
and deduétions of rent for a limited time, or engaged for
tain allowances at the expiration of their leafes. But th¢
confiderable improvements have been made, much remai
be effe@ted. The diftinction of infield and outfield has
ceafed, and of confequence, an equally regular rotatior
cropping ground has not taken place ; nor are the habitat
of all the farmers well conftru&ted and convenient. It car
be expeted that people thould depart, all at once, from ¢
blithed cuftoms. The beft concerted plans are effected «
by degrees ; but the fpirit of induftry, which has begun t
perate, if duly cherithed, will expand itfelf. The ads
tages, vifibly arifing from well cultivated lands, will at len
overcome former prejudices, efpecially when the means
improvement are at hand. An inexhauftible fhore of v
fine fhell-fand and fea-ware, are on one fide of the par
and lime is on the other : All thefe are much ufed in manu
the ground, and found very profitable in raifing crops.—
Many cattle are reared in the parith, and fome fattened
fold at good prices. A few hogs alfo are reared. The nt
ber of horfes is diminifhed, but their fize is encreafed, few
* farmers now ufing only two in a plough inftead of fixor eig
a3 was cuftomary ; and oxen are again, of late, more ge
rally éemployed in doing the work on the farm. A few ye
ago, there was fcarcely a farmer who had not a flock of the

|



of Fraferburgh. 7

but now only three or four have any atall. ‘This is principal-
1y owing to the introduétion of turnips, fown grafs, and plant-
ing, and the want of winter herding. The farms are
moftly laboured by fervants engaged for the half year. Day-
labourers would be more for the advantage of farmers, could
they be readily got, when wanted. The wages of men fervants
per year, befides vi€tuals, are from L. 4 : 108. to L. 6 fterling;
of women, from L. 2 to L.2:10s. Of men, for fhearing in
harveft, from L. 1 to L. 1:10s. of women, for ditto, from
15s. to L. 1.  Of men fhearing per day, 8d. of women, dit-
to, 6d. Day-labourers, without viuals, od.

 Ecelefaflical State, Poor, School.—There are two clergymen,
the minifter of the eftablithed church, and that of the Scotch
Epifcopal church. The ftipend is two chalders of bear, and
L.61:2:2% in money, including 100 merks for communion
elements. The glebe confifts of 4% acres ; befides which, there
is an allowance of L. 1 : 14: of for grafs. Lord Saltoun is
patron. The manfe was built in 1758, and was repaired
lately. The church was ere€ted about 1575. It is in the
form of a crofs. Thofe of the Epifcopal perfuafion have late-
ly built a very neat chapel. Their congregation.is made up
from this and fome of the neighbouring parifhes.

The number of poor perfons receiving charity, is about 86.
The amount of the colleCtions and funds for their fupport, is
at an average, annually about L.go. The year 1782 added
feveral to the lift, whilft it diminifhed the public funds.
The failure of the crop, that year, was feverely felt in this
parifh 3 but the effefls of it would have been more heavy, had
not the heritors, and gentlemen of the town and vicinity,
contributed largely, along with the church feffion, for the re-
lief of the neceflitous, and likewife imported flour and grain, °
which they fold out, often under prime coft. It is pleafing

3 o4
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to obferve that the people have almoft entirely recovered the
effe@ts of that bageful feafon.

In 1735, -Dowager Lady Saltoun mortified 1000 merks for
the benefit of three old perfons. The intereft is applied ac-
cording to the will of the noble donor.

A few years ago, an excellent fchool-houfe was built, with
lodgings fit for accommodating the fchool-mafter and feveral
boarders. On the front of the houfe is placed a good carving
of Mofes and the ten commandments, on free-ftone, found
in the college of Fraferburgh, and faid to have been intended
for the altar-piece of its chapel. The fchool-mafter’s falary,
and other emoluments, including thofe of the feffion clerk-
thip, may amount to L.30. There are from 40 to 5o fcho-
lars, who are taught Englith, Latin, writing, arithmetic, book-
keeping, and navigation.

Fuel and Manufallures——Onec great difadvantage, under
which this parith labours, is the want of fuel. A leat of
peats, meafuring 24 fect in length, 12 in breadth at bottom,
and three at top, and twelve feet in height, will coft the con-
fumer in town upwards of L.g. Coals are proportionably
dear *.

The

© This isin a great degree owing to the coaft tax. Were that tax diminifh-
ed, or commuted, or altogether taken off, it would be a great relief to
the people. The extenfion of manufaétures would be much encouraged. The
farmers, inflead of fpending the fummer, as at prefent, in preparing and
bringing home peats, would have leifure to attend to manure for their land;
and the almoft exhaufted moffes in the low country would be eafily turned
into grafs or arable land.——Were the practice intreduced of preparing peats
in thefe moffes, by perfons who coald make it their employment, sud who
would bring them® down to farmers, and to the inhabitants of towns
and villages,. for fale, the great inconveniencics of the fearcity of fucl, or
the lofs of time to the induftrious on the coalt, would in fome meafure be a-
’ voided;



The only manufadture is linen yarn. Dutch flax, to the
walue of from L. 1500 to L. 2060, is annually imported for
that purpofe. The greateft part of the yarn is exported to o«
ther placés, and wrought up there, which is a ftrong proof
of the cheapnefs of labour ; a circumftance which affords the
beft grounds to hope, that whatever new manufaétures may
be introduced here, will have a very fair chance of fucceeds
ing. ‘

Population,~—Population has been increafing fenfibly for
more than ten years paft. In 1780, there were about 2000
fouls in the parith ; at prefent the number amounts to about
2200, Of which, about 1000 refide in the town, 200 in the
fithing village of Broadfea, and the reft in the country part of
the parith. The return to Dr. Webfter, in 1755, was 1682;
confequently there has been an increafe fince that period of 518
fouls. Since 1784, at an average, the baptifms have annual-
ly been 37, the marriages 14, and the deaths 19 *.

Vor. VI ' B Town

voided; and the proprictors of thefe moffes would thereby acquire & market
for an srticle, at prefent of little value, and even cumberfome to thieir pra-
perties.  This is alfo probably the cafe in other parts of Scotland.

® Antiguities.—~—In the parith are the ruins of two chapols 3 one, probas
bly, a feminary of lesrning of confiderable reputey as it is called the college 3
at which fome monks, belonging to the abbey of Deer, refided. Near this
is 3 well, where the fuperflitious practice of leaving fome trille, after drinks
ing of its waters, flill exifts, ——In the weft end of the town of Praferhurgh
s an old quadrangular tower of three ftories, a fmall pats of a Jarge build-
ing, intended for a eollege, by Sir Alexander Frafes, who, in 1593, obtained
& charter from the crown, in which, powers were given to ere® and endow
s college and univerfity, to appoint a re@tor, a principal, a fabpsincipal, and
all the profeflors for teaching the different fiences they thould think proper and
neceflaryj to make laws for the prefervation of good order,and to enforcethems
Every immunity and privilege of an univerfity is granted, as the charter rens,
" te
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Town of Fraferburgh.———This town, fituated on the {
fide of the point of Kinnaird’s head, is nearly of a fqua:
gure, moft of the ftreets crofling each other at right an
‘The houfes are neatly built, and covered with flates or 1
Many new houfes have been erefted within thefe few y
and feveral of them finithed in an clegant manner. T
are about 100 tenements, each of which contains 22 f
the original price of each lot was L. 16:13: 4 fterling
L.1666:13 : 4 in whole, befides an annual feu-duty of 4s.
each. The old public buildings and works, viz. the tolb
and town-houfe, the crofs, and the harbour, were erelte
Sir Alexander Frafer, the fuperior, and difponed to the fe
by the charter of ereion; which is dated in Otober 1¢
The crofs is reckoned a fine ftru&ure. It is a hexagon, 1
three equidiftant angular abutments ; the area of the baf
goo feet; by ¢ intrenchings the top is contracted to 23 {
on the middle of which is raifed a ftone pillar 12 feet h
The Britifh arms, {urmounting the armorial coat of Frafe
Philorth, adorn the fummit. Under the crofs is a jail.-

‘ 1

4 In ampliffima forma, et modo debito,in ommnikus re[peRibusyut conceditar ct ¢
8¢ cuicungue collegio et wniverfitati intra regaxm nofirum erello fem erigen
In 1597, the general affembly recommended Mr Charles Farme, min
here, to be principal; but it appears nothing further was done.—=On
point of Kinnaird's-head, ftands another old tower, called the Wine Toa
fimilar in form, built on a rock ever-hanging the fea. There is no com
nieation between the loweft and the fecond ftorey ; an outer door opens |
the third, from which there is a paffage, through the foot, down to the
cond; no veflige of a flair, within or without, is vifible. Under this to:
Is a cave, penctrating into the rock more than 100 feet.——In this pu
are fome ruins of Danifh, or Pi&it houles, as they are called, by the co
try people. Thefe are about 10 feet fquare. with & door, and hearthfk
evidently marked with fire; and, though infignificant in themfelves, fe
to demonftrate that the inabitants of Bu.ban were, at one time, of Scan
savian origin.
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The harbour is fmall, but good. According to the tide, there
are from 11 to 16 feet water within the harbour, and above
20 feet immediately without, at fpring tides. Veflels of 200
tons burden enter at prefent. Contiguous to the harbour, is
4 tolerable road for fhipping, in a bay nearly a league in
Jength, and half aleague broad, with good anchoring ground.
Seven veflels, from 5o to 100 tons, employed both in the
coafting trade and in the foreign, belong to this place. Ship~
building has been attempted here, and has fucceeded well, ef-
pecially fince the peace of 1783.

Fraferburgh is well Gtuated for trade. In the beginning of
this century, its commerce was equal, if not fuperior to that
of any other town on the coaft, between Aberdeen and Inver-
nefs. At prefent it requires only encouragement to render it
again 2 port of fome confequence. Were the harbour en-
larged, and the piers extended a few yards forward to the
rock called the Elfie, there would be an increafe of five feet
water in it ; there would thereby, alfo, be fecured about 8 feet
water at low tide, within the pier-heads. This improvement
would probably be expenfive : but wind-bound veflels, and o~
thers, of confiderable burden, would thereby find eafy accefs,
and be fheltered in flormy weather when they could not reach
any harbour in the Murray Firth. Having two channels of
entrance, one of them, from their fituation, could always be
taken.—— Another ufeful improvement upon its prefent ftate,
of fmall expence, and in fome degree conne@ed with former,
would be to ere&t a breaker on the rock called the Inch,
which lies a little way without the harbour. It is obferved
that, in whatever weather, there is no run within the har-

bour until this rock is covered by the flowing tide : Therefore, -

were this breaker to be raifed as high as the tide flows, it is
fuppofed that all run into the harbour would thereby be pre-
vented. It does not appear that the expence of this breaker

B2 would
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would exceed L. 300.——Fithing banks, for cod, commence
right off Kinnaird’s-head, about 10 leagues out at fea; and
the herring fhoals pafs every year clofe under the coaft.
. Fraferburgh, therefore, would be an excellent ftation for vef-
fels and men employed in thefe fitheries. The country adja-
cent is populous, and provifions are plentiful, ——1It has been
Jong in agitation to amend and enlarge this harbour, but the
want of money has hitherto prevented it. The town’s people
would chearfully contribute fuch a proportion as they can af.
ford, if they had hopes of obtaining affiftance from Govern-
ment, the royal burghs, or clfewhere.

Fraferburgh is a burgh of regality. The government of it
is vefted in Lord Saltoun, (the fuperior), two baillies, a dean
of guild, a treafurer, and a council. His Lordfhip has the
right and authority of provoft, with powers to nominate and
appoint yearly the new magiftrates and council, by the advice
and confent of the old, By the charter of erection, the feuars
are conftituted burgefles of the burgh, and incorporated bre-
thren of the guild thereof, Thofe admitted to its liberties may
exercife all kinds of trade and merchandize : Such as are not
freemen may be debarred from a participation of that privi-
lege. A power, however, which is not enforced.——The
feuars are obliged to uphold the public works of the town.
But for doing this, the cuftoms of the markets, and the har-
bour dues, were granted to them. Thefe may amount an~
nually to L. 60, and are under the management of the fupe-
rior and council.——By a late tranfaction between Lord Sal-
toun and the town, the feuars, in licu of fome privileges and
claims over commonable lands, which they gave up, obtain~
¢d, in property, lands which rent at L.23. Of this the feue
ars, at large, have the fole difpofal. And they have it now
under confideration, with this fund, to bring water in pipes,
iato the town, for the ufe of the inhabitants.

Almoft
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Almoft adjoining to the weft end of Fraferburgh, is the fith-
ing village of Broadfea. Seven ‘boats belong to it. Thefe
boats arc let to a tackfman. The fithermen inhabit good
houfes covered with tyles: to build which, they receive an
allowance from the proprietor. They are tenants at will,
paying annually a fmall quit rent.

A few yards weft of the Wine Tower, (mentioned in the
note, page 10), ftands the caftle of Kinnaird’s head, built a=
bout the year 1600, in the form of a parallelogram, 39 feet by
27, ftill entire, firong, and lately repaired. Being on an
eminence, and four ftories high, it commands an extenfive
profpe&. On the top of this caftle, Government, a few years
ago, creed a light-houfe, containing 20 lamps with reflec-
tors 3 which, it is believed, will tend materially to the prefer-
vation of the fhipping engaged in commerce upon this coaft,
Kinnaird’s-head being generally the firft land made by fhips
coming from the north fea to the eaft coaft of Scotland, and
from the eaft fea to the Murray Firth, and to the weft of
Scotland and Ireland by the Orkneys. It is alfo taken as a.
point of departure ; and the light is fecn a great way off from
the weft, north, and eaft, by which veflels are enabled to
haul their wind in time, to avoid the danger of a lee thore.

The inconvenience of being obliged to fend to Aberdeen,
at the diftance of 44 miles, moftly by exprefles, for all cuftom.
houfe difpatches, is feverely felt by the trading part of the
community ®. Another great inconvenience is felt, from their

being

@ I¢ will not, it is hoped, be deemed improper to fugge, before quitting
this fubje@, the propriety of introducing inte burghs of regality, or of ba-
rony, sdvantages fimiliar to thofe enjoyed by the inhabitants of burghs royal,
in the cheapnefs attending their feifins on property within burgh, and moderate
fees on recording thefe deeds by the town clerks, Nor is the pradice with.
i rogal burghs, with refpe®® to the fpeedy difpofal of fallen or ruinous

feus,
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being no poft going dire@ly from the town to Peterhead and
Banff; the letters, for both thefe places, going round by Aber-
deen. :

fues, by flatete 3663. c. 16. lefs requifite to be extended to thofe towns and
villages ; fince nothing can prove A greater bar to ftrangers from fettling in
them than the difgufting appearance thcy exhibit. Thefe feifins mighe
be recordable, at a fmall expence, in the theriff clerk’s office of the county,
and the infeftments taken By the town clerks of the burgh of barony: An
a@tion might alfo be maintained in the theriff court, in name of the communi-
ty, for the fale of fallen and ruinous feus. At prefent thefe alions muft be
Bad,by declarater of non-entry, at the inftance of the fuperior,before the court
of Seflion: A mode too expenfive for the value of thefe properties in geme-
sal— It may farther be obferved, that a ‘more extenfive fcale of police,
than at prefent cxifts, is requifite in villages and towns which are not burghs
ropl.
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NUMBER IL

PARISH OF RATHEN.

(PRESBYTERY OF DEER, SYNOD AND COUNTY OF
ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLLian CuMing.

Name, Situation, (o'.

ACCORDING to a current tradition, Rathen is derived
from Ethernan, the name of an old faint, who is faid

to have refided in the parith, —It is three miles diftant from
Praferburgh, extending upwards of two miles along the fea-
coaft betwixt that town and Peterhead ; from thence it runs
inland, in 2 fouth-weft diretion, to the extent of 7 miles:
The breadth is two miles at an average. About a third part
of Mormond-hill, (mentioned in the preceding account of
Fraferburgh), is comprehended in the parith ; this hill, its en-
virons, and feveral patches of mofs, are good for little except
affording fuel. The foil, through the reft of the parifh, is
very various: There are fome deep rich ficlds; others are
light, -and fandy but generally produétive under good treat-
-ment ; and others gravelly and ftony, feveral parcels of which
never have been broken up. The water of Rathen, or Philorth,
dividing this pasith from Fraferburgh, drives feveral mills;
and
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and has feveral fields of good meadow on its banks. About
the half of the fea fhore in the parith is plain and fandy, the
reft rocky, but low. Green links, and fome patches of bent,
lic immediately above the whole courfe of this coaft; which
affords fome kelp, and abundance of fhell-fand and fea-ware,
for manure. On it ftand two fithing villages, employing 6 or
7 boats each. The fith caught here are the fame fpecies men-
tioned in the account of Fraferburgh, and difpofed of in the
fame manner. The air is fharp, though the people in
general cannot be faid to be unhealthy. Putrid and nervous
fevers have of late cut off feveral perfons, moftly of middle
age. Formerly inflammatory fevers prevailed more. Not 5o
years age, the rheumatifm was little known; now, there are few
grown perfons altogether free from it. Some of the people are
reconciled to the practice of inoculation ; fo the fmall-pox does
not make fo much havock as ufual, except among the fifhers,
who will not adopt that preventive mode.

Rent, Cultivation, &'c.—The parifh belongs to ten diffe~
rent proprietors, whereof two are refident. The valued rent
is' L. 3520 Scotch ; the real about L. 2000 fterling, paid part
in money and part in vi€tual, with fome cuftoms, bondages,
and perfonal fervices, though the three laft are gradually lef-
fening here. The inhabitants in general, except the fither-
men, and a few old and decayed perfons, who refide in foli-
tary cottages, are all, in fome degree, farmers. The feveral
tradefmen, and others of different employments, pofiefs each
a field, which they generally improve. Upwards of three-
fourths of the parith, however, is occupicd by real farmers,
who of late, having adopted a better mode of culture than
what prevailed formerly, have improved their poffeffions con.
fiderably. Yet ftill much may be done. Near the coaft, the

£ : principa
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printipal part of the crop confifts of barley, or, what is called,
ware-bear ®, peafe, and heanss Farther inland, oats and barley, -
potatacs, turnips, kail, and fown grals, are alfo raifed, more or
les on eyery poffeflion ; likewife {mall parcels of flax on fome,
but no wheat. The barley raifed in this diftri@ is of three
different quajﬁcg; true barley, weighing from 19 to 20 #.
the boll; common country bear, or big, weighing from
17 to 18 f. and ware-bear, from 16 to 17 f. all Amfterdam
weight, and Aberdeen meafures The oats raifed here are
good, efpecially on the coaft, weighing, on well managed
farms, 16 . Some brocked, but little, if any, fmall oats are
now raifeds Lime has been ufed here 3s manure, during the
courfe of 80 yeary, though, for a long time, very improperly;
its application now being better underftood, it is attended with
good effe@s.——There are feveral veins of limeftone in the
parifh; onc is of a fuperior quality to any in this corner of the
country : its produce is carried inland to a confiderable dil-
tance for the purpofe of byilding. Sea ware, and, of late,
fhell fand, are yfed as manures—— Servant’s wages are in-
creafed to about double what they were 3o years ago, and are
every year augmenting ; asis the price of labour of every kind,
——The numbers of the cattle maintained in the parith,
in 1992, is as follows:
Horfes 463. Black cattle 1248, Sheep 6o2.

Church, Poor, &'c.—The parith church is the only place
where divine fervice is publicly perforimed in the parith. Its
fabric, the minifter's manfe and offices, are all in good repair.
The minifter’s ftipend is a chalder of ware-bear ; another of

Vor. VL. C A meal;

* When bear or big is madured with fea ware, the crop is very abundapt,
but the grain is very finall, and is knows by the name of Ware-bear.
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meal; 700 merks Scotch money; 100 merks Scotch, for
communion elements ; and L.4 ft. forfiring; the mofs, whence
the minifter ufed to be fupplied with peats, being lately ex-
haufted. Befides the above, the minifter poflefles about 6
. acres of ground, (glebe and grafs); which, together with the
-manfe and offices, would fet to nogreat account without pri-
-vilege to mofs. Lord Saltoun is patron. The fchoolmafter’s
‘falary is-very trifling. '

The poor of the parifh are fupplied in their own houfes.
Very few go a begging, and that only occafionally. The
funds under the management of the church feflion, arifing

“from fome mortified money lent out, the weekly colleions
in the church, and fome other {mall emoluments accruing tc
the feflion, afford them about L. 30 fterling yearly. There are
ufually from 30 to 40 on the roll, befides fome neceflitous per-
fons that occafionally need fupply. The inhabitants in gene:
ral are charitable ; and the poor are often privately afliftec

: by their neighbours, efpecially by the families of diftin&ion
whofe benevolence, indeed, is not confined to their own neigh
bourhood. The parifh could, with eafe, fupport its own poo:
but is harrafled with vagrants. The failure of crop 1782 wa
very dfﬁrcﬂ'mg; and the fucceeding one afforded litdle relief
the poor people’s money being then gone : Had not crop 178
proved uncommonly productive, great numbers would hav
been ruined.

Population.——During the laft 20 years, the inhabitan
have increafed confiderably. 1Itis faid, by fcarcity, owing
unfavourable feafons, during the 7 laft years of the prece
ing century, called here, the i/ years, they were greatly din
nithed. In 1755, the number was 1527. The prefent nur
bers of all ages and religious profeffions, are, .

1 Inhabitar
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Inhabitants 1730 Bereans 9
Families 401 Seceders -2
Males 861 Roman Catholic I
Females 869 Refident in the two fithing
Under 10 371 villages 401
From 10 to 20 378 The oldeft perfon in the
— 20t0 50 640  parifhis 92
—— go to 70 241 Average of baptifms in the
Above 70 100 regifter 35
Prefbyterians 1487 ——— of marriages 12
Epifcopalians 231 of burials 3t

Mifcellaneous Obfervations *.—The people of this parifh are
general fober and induftrious, and live comfortably, at leaft
fuch as are well difpofed and attentive. By a better mode of
farming, and greater diligence than formerly prevailed here,

Ca they

. ® Antiguities.~There are few remains of antiquityinthisparith. Themoft re-

markable are three old caims which were very large, till of late that great quan
tities of the ftones have been taken away from two of them. They ftand near
one another upon an extenfive plain ; and are thought to be monuments of
the burials of fome eminent men. The remains of human bones were lately
found in one of them. The tradition, which isall that can be learned of them
here, is, that the Danes landed on the eaft coaft, at a place called Cruden, a~
bout fix miles fouthward from Peterhead ; that the inhabitants attacked and
drove them from their fhips ; whereupon, flying towards Moray, where a co=
lony of their countrymen were eftablithed, the Scots came up with, fought and
beat them on the plain where the cairns ftand ; and that they contain the
graves of fome chiefs that fell there,

There are two old caftles in the parith both in ruins, Caimbnilg and Inver~
allochie, which feem to be places of confiderable firength, efpecially Cairnbuilg;
the walls of which are almoft entire, and of prodigious thicknefs. It was the fi~
mily feat of Liord Saltoun’s predeceflors; and called Philorth, till fold by Sir A«
lexander Frafer, An.1613,toFraferof Durris, whenfitsname was changed to Cairn~.

builg 2
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they have in general increafed their litle ftocks: Yet unhap-
pily, too many by a more expenfive mode of living and drefs,
lately introduced, have hurt themfelves verymuch. Even fer-
vants, both male and female, though their wages are almoft the
double of what they were fome time ago, expend fo much on
drefs, that they are in general poor.  No natural wood grows
here ; but the moffes abound with oaks of a large fize ; fome
in fuch a ftate of prefervation as to be fit for many ufeful pur-
pofes. Some fmall plantations of wood have been made here
fince the commencement of this century; and in thefe the
ath, in particular, is of an excellent quality.——A very ex=
traordinary land flood happened on the 18th of July, 17893
fuppofed to have been occafioned by a water fpout breaking
upon Mormond-hill, and fwelling the water of Rathen to a
pitch that was not remembered by the oldeft perfon in the pa-
rith. Several bridges were broken down ; and fundry patches
of meadow buried deep under ftones and gravel.

NUMBER

builg : And 8ir Alexander then transferred its former name to another houfo
that belonged to him, about a mile to the weltward, which it fill retains ; and
bas been the feat of the Saltoun family ever fince.

Invenallochie appears to be inferior in ftrength to Cairnbuilg, No date is
feen about cither of them. Till of late a ftone above the entry to Inverale
lochie bore, with the Cumine’s arms, the following infcription : “ I Jordan
“ Cuming gat this houfe and land for bigging the abbey of Deer.”

‘There are alfo two mounds, or hillocks of carth, near the church, and not
2 mile afonder, that feem to have beep formed by the hands of men. They
are nearly circalar, and flope towards the top, forming there an horizontal
plain, fomewhat circular alfo, of about thirty yards diameter, Both ase pretty
ficep all around; except that accefs to the top is tolerably cafy on ome
guarter of each, by means of the rifing ground adjoining. The one is called Tre-
for hill, and the other St Oyne's. Some think they have been old encamp-
ments.
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NUMBER 1L

PARISH OF CAERLAVEROCK.

(PRESBYTERY, COUNTY, AND SYNOD OF DUMFRIES.)

By the’ Rev. Mr. WiLLIAM M‘MoRiNE,
e Rt

Name, Situation, (. .

ACCORDING to Baxter *, Caerlaverock fignifies the caf-

tle clofe upon the fea. The parifh is a kind of penine
fula, formed by the Solway Firth, the river Nith, and Lochar-
water ; refembling a cornucepia, (a juft emblem of its fertili-
ty); having its mouth towards Dumfries, into which it pours
a confiderable part of its produce ; and the convex fide towards
Nith and Solway, The middle and upper end of the parith:
is high, with gently rifing hills, and compa& ; ‘it bends,
and is lengthened to a point, eaftward, and this part is low
and level. The higher ground is generally a light, dry, and
tolerably fertile loam ; interfperfed, however, with many a-
cres of wet, fhallow, ftony, moorith foil, (producing nothing
byt heath and ruthes), lying for the moft part in the vallies ;

which,

* Gloffary of Britith antiquities, under the word Usele. Mr Grofe thinks
Cacrlaverock fignifies the caftle of Lewarch Og, who was the fon of Lewarch,
Hen, s celebrated Britith poet, and founder of the caftle.
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which, even after it has been limed and tilled, but ill rewards
the labour of the hufbandman. ‘The low and level point is of
" various foils. The whole ftands on a red freeftone bottom,
which, in the higher land, is at no great depth from the fur-
face; and is a foft, eafily wrought, though pretty durable,
ftone, ufed for building in the vicinity. Some of it has of
late been manufaltured into flags, and exported to Dublin
and Liverpool. In the Nith, excellent flounders and fal-
mon are caught ® by the farmers and cotters ; and either con-
fumed in their families, or carried to Dumfries. In the
Lochar, are found pikes, rbaches, and eels, in abundance,
likewife a few trouts: and, near its mouth, falmon and floun-
ders are fometimes, but rarely, caught.——In the parith are
two harbours, Keltown and Glencaple. At the former, the
tide rifes 15 feet; and at the latter, 12 feet, at the full and
change of the moon. The veflels belanging to Nith, are from
30to 80 or go tons burden; chiefly employed in bringing
lime and coals from Cumberland; and from Liverpool, fuch
grocery goods as are confumed in the neighbourhood ; and
in exporting potatoes and grain. Of late, rum, fruit, and
Port wine, have been imported ; and a confiderable quantity
of timber is annually brought from Memel and Riga: but
the veflels employed in thefe voyages are generally obliged to
unload at the Carfe, 6 miles below Glencaple Key.

Extent, Proprietcrs, Rent, {&’c.—The parifh is 6 miles long,
and no where more than two miles broad, containing about 4640
Scotch acres; whereof, 59 are wood, about 60 mofs, and
the reft arable, with the exception of nearly 4o acres of mea-
dow liable to be overflowed by Lochar; and a ftill greater ex-

tent

* The various modes of fithing pradtifed here, are defcribed in the account
of the parifh of Dornock, vol. 2d.
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tent of marth ground expofed to the fame accident from the
fea. The whole parith is the p;opcrty of William Haggér-
ftone Maxwell Conftable, Efq. of Nithfdale, excepting about6oo
acres belonging to three different heritors, only one of whom
refides. The old croft land is fet at one guinea per acre ; the
other arable land, from 21 s. to about 10s. the unimproved
pafture and moor ground, of which little now remains, from
18. 6d. to 7s. the marfh and meadow from 10s. to 12s. Leafes
are commonly granted for 19 years, and nio more. The real
vent of the parifh is at prefent L.2151:8:9. This rent has
been doubled fince 1796, and more than tripled fince 1756.
Such is the rapid progrefs of improvement, that nearly 1s. 5d.

* per acre, more rent is laid on the land, in thofe leafes which are
juft now about to be rencwed ®. The tenants pay none of the
public burdens, except the road money (L. 14 per annum), the
vitual ftipend, the tithes of fifh due to the minifter, and an
acknowledgement of 1s.'6d. to the landlord, from every perfon
who ufes the haf-net. The valued rent is 2597 merks.

Produce, Cultivation, {&'c.——-The produce may be thus
ftated :

Acres.  Produce Value, Total Total value,
per acre, produce.

Wheat 193 31 Win. b. 5. 4d: - 5983 bfh. L.1593 9 4
Barley 200 33 do. 2s. 6d. 6600 bfh. 825 oo
Oats 273 35 do.  1siid. 27055 bfth. 259215 o
Potatoes 138 7tons. 23ce4d. g6Gtons. 1127 o0 o

— —

1414 acres.’ Total value L.6138 4 4
There

¢ How far this may be cartied, would be hazardous to conje@ure; but, in the
mean
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There are alfo about 30 acres in flax, and 8o in turnips,
peafe, or fallow. -

~ The live ftock have beep numbered and may be valued
nearly as follows :

173 Hprfes, at L. 14 each - L.2422 o o
484 Cows of one year old and upwards,

at L.4 - - - 3136 o o
1go Cylves of the prefent year, at L.1: (o 285 o o
300 Sheep, at L.t . - =« 30 © O
300 Swine, worth when fat, L.2: 10 250 o o

Total value of live flock L.6393 o o

Lime is univerfally ufed as a manure. The firft time
ground is limed, it is ufual to lay on each acre, from 50 to 70 or
even, 8o meafures, more or lefs, in proportion to the heavinefs
or lightnefs of the foil ®. Sleech, or fea fand, is ufed as a fub-
ftitute for lime, by thofe neareft the fhore.

The

meantime,it givesthe friend of thehufbandman pleafure to obferve,that hithers
toy with the advancement of his rent, the price of the produdtions of the foil, his
altivity, his intem'genee, and his happinefs, feem to have advanced,

® Upon land that has never been ploaghed before, the lime is not faid ane
til it be firft broken by the plough and harrows ; but, if it has been tilled be~
fore, it is thought better to fpread it on the grafs furface; and experience
proves, that it is advantageous to allow the lime to lic a year on the ground,
before ploughing it down. If it be ploughed down immediately, the farmer
zeaps no beneft from the lime for the Grft erop,



of Casrlaverock. 25

The following rotation of crops is purfued with little varia-
tion. The ground is broken up for oats, two crops of which
are taken in fucceflion. Then follows a green crop, general-
ly potatoes ; feldom turnips, peafe, or naked fallow. After
this the ground is fown with clover and rye-grafs, and is then
mown for the firft year, paftured for the two, and fometimes
three following years : After which, it is again broken up to
undergo the fame courfe of tillage. Where the foil is not fit
for wheat or barley, two or three crops of oats are taken after
the lime is laid on, and then the ground is laid out for pafture;
in which ftate, it is allowed to lie ftill, in erder to fubdue the
rufhes, heath, and mofs which foon grow up, and the farmer is
again called upon to lime and plough it. The farms are. ge-
nerally fmall, from L. 40 to L. 70 per annum, of rent, and
feveral pay much lefs; two only, pay'above L.100 a year. In the
parith there are upwards of 9o carts, and about 70 ploughs,
both of the Scotch and the Englifh form ; the latter is ufed in
the low land, which is entirely free of ftones, and the former
in the dryand ftquy land. The horfes aze all of the Scotch
breed, and employed in agriculture only. A few young ones are
reared annually, either forfale, or to fupplythe place of thofethat
wear out in the fervice. The cows are moftly of the Galloway
kind. Few of them, even when well fattened, will weigh more
than 4o ft. The fheep are of the Englith mugg, the Bakewell,
the Scotch,or moorland kind. Part of the {wine are confumed in
the parith, and part killed and falted for the Englith market. A
confiderable number of young cattle reared in the parith, are
every year fold in the Dumfrics market. All the wheat is car-
ried thither, and part of the barley produced here; part is
exported to Whitehaven and Liverpool ; to which ports, to
Dublin, and fometimes even to Briftol, the potatoes, after the
very confiderable confumption of the parith is fupplied, are #lfo
fent,

Vor. VI. D Populaticn.
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Population,—— According to Dr Webfter’s reportin 1755,

_ thenumber of inhabitantswas =~ - - 784
By a lift made up in 1777, there were in the parith 449
males, and 553 females - - Total go2
In 1791, the population was as under:
~ Total 955 Ship carpenters' and fai-
Males 454  lors - T 28
Females 501 Houfe do. and wrights 7
Unmarried males, who Mafons 3
keep houfe § Quarrymen 2
Under 10 230 Smiths [
Above go * 2 Shoe-makers 9
Familics of farmers 56 Weavers 20
e=——— of labourers and Taylors [4
tradefmen 166 Annual average of births .
Total families - 222 in 1740 15
Roman Catholics, indivi- Average for fome years
duals 3 paft

25
Families of diffenters 3 Bornin 1790 and 1791 Co

The average number in each family is under 43, owing to
the number of poor people who live in houfes by themfelves.
. Almott all the inhabitants are employed in agriculture; even
a great part of the tradefmen occafionally take up that em-
ployment, particularly in harveft time. The labour of culti-
vation is, however, chicfly performed by the farmers them-
felves, (wha do nat difdain to follow the plough), and by their

' families,

. lnth'eugilletmentemd’themoﬂ'cnnlwhodkdinthe 95th and
”gbyunoﬂhcitage; one is faid to have reached 300 years.
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families, cottagers, and fervants, though only a few of the laft
clafs are required *.

Ecclefiafiical State, Poor, &c.——The ftipend is L. 52 fter
ling in money; 236 fl. of meal ; 88 pecks of bear ; the tythes
of Townhead and Byres, paid in kind, on an average L. 12 ;
the tiend of fith, which is i s. from every man who ufes the
haf-net, valued at L. 3; a glebe of 21 acres, valued at L. 143
amounting in whole to L. 110 per annum. The manfe was
built about 1708, by Dr John Hutton, a native of this parith,
and is yet in decent condition. The Duke of Queenfberry is
patron. . .

In the parith are four fchools, at which no lefs than 150
boys and girls are inftru&ed in reading, writing, and arithe
metic ; and at one of them a few boys are taught Latin and
Greek.. '

In 1708, Dr Hutton, above-mentioned, mortified L. Yoco
fterling’; the intereft of L. goo of which was deftined for
fupport of the native poor of the parith, payment of fchook
mafters, maintaining burfars at the fchools, and repairing the

Da church

* The wages of a man fervant who is maintained in the family, is from L. 6
to L.8; thofe of a woman, about L. 3. The former, while he remains
fingle, if he be frugal, may live decently; but the latter, who receives fo
much lefs for more inceffant, though fomewhat eafier labour, is barely able to
fupport herfelf on her wages, ‘The married dayslabourer who receives only
1 5. per day, without viftuals, and 8d. with them, can fearcely maintain his
generally numerous family. He can carn no more then L. 25 : 15, perann.
even were he not to remaln idle one day.  Yet fuch is the happy frugality and
induftry of this clafs in Scotland, that théve are many families, confifting of &
wife and 7 or 8, and even more children, 4 of whom, at leatt, can do nothing
for their own fubfiftence, fupported by the labour of one man: And, what

the loxurions will fearcely believe, they feem to_be tolerably wel} clothed and
fed, contented and happy.
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church and manfe. The intereft of the remaming L. roo
was allotted to defray the expence of management; which, by
the deed of mortification, is intrufted to the fefion of the
parith, whofe accounts are to be znnually audited by the pref-
bytery of the bounds.

. The whole fum of L. 1000, was foon aftcr it came into the
handa of the feflion, kid out in the purchafe of the barony of
Barclay, in Colvend, which now yiclds an annual rent of
L. 183, The parifh afterwards received L. 310 more in’dona-
tions from different perfons; L. 110 of which was laid out to
improve Barclay, and the remaining L. 200 is lent out at L. §
per cent intereft 3 fo that the whole annual income of the pa-
vth is now L. 193, which is thus expended:

Fo the grammar fchool at Bankend - L.30

oo
To the Englith fchool at Blackfhaw - 1§ o o
To - ditto at Highmains - 7 o e
To ditto at Keltown - - 7 ©o o

To the maintainance of fix poor boys as burfars, at
« ‘the fchool of Bankend, each of whom receive an-

nually L. 3:4 :6 for four years - - 19 7 o
After they leave fchool, they receive each 7s. 6d.
* for 4 yedrs more, to affift in the payment of ap-
* prentice-fees, if bound to any trade - 2 5 0
Privately diftributed in terms of a donation 2 o o
Publicly diftributed at three different terms annually,

more or lefs according to circumitances, but on

an average - - - - 8 o .o

Total L. 161 12 o

The occafional ¢xpences for the management of the funds
do not amount to more than L. 2 annually ; what remains of
the
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the income, is devoted to the buying of becks for the fchools,

and poor fcholars; building and repairing fchoolhoufes,

church, and manfe; and relicving accidental diftrefs. The
colle@ions, at the church door, ameunting to L. 4 per annwm,
are deftined for the fupport of thofe who, not having been
born in the parifh, have no right to pamcnpm in the benefit of
Dr Hutton’s fund ®.

Em‘nénc

@ If the Gtustion, circumftances, and mannors of the inhabitants ¢f Caers
laverock are confidered, it fhovld foem that a fourth part.of the fum, allgtted
to the fupport of the poor, might be fufficient for all the purpefes of real and
ufeful charity. And, indeed, an atteative obferver will reckon it a matter.of
doubt, whether the greatnefs of the parith funds be produétive of moft good
orevil. The moralift has fome caufe to complain, that it dries up the fources
of private charity,and renders the poorer people lefs willing to affft their oldapd
acedy relations. Thefe, they fcem fometimes difpeled to abandon o the sare of
the fefion, who cannot, by the fmall allowance they beftow, makg up to them
the want of that tender afliduity, which proves the cordial of age and poverty,
and which natural affeétion alone can adminifter. :

‘The farmer with ftill greater reafon complains, that the idea of 2 plentiful
fond cftablifhed for their Sppport,. fills the parith, in. fpite of every affort to
prevent it, with the idle, infirm, and indalent ; and renders it difficult for him to
ebtain day-labourers. In fing, the poorthemfelyes ape far from. being.con-
teated with their sefpedtive proportions ef the fands, which are, natwnhﬁ-.ud-
ing, diftributed with great impartiality. They are accuftomed to lean too much
to them, and to depend too kittle upon their own exortions : Nay, it is fid,
that a querulous habit is acquired, and even infirmity feigned, in arder to ex-
site compaflion, and to obtain 3 mere libersl hare of charity. .

In the oppofite feale of good, thefe effe@s of the funds are to he thrown s

Eirft, The fuppart of convenient fchools ; Second, That no diftrefs asifing .

fsom poverty oceyrs, which obtains not a prompt relief, without apy expeace
to the inhabitants of the parifh. But, though none of the poer of Caerlsve-
fock ase under the neceffity of begging from houfe to heufe, the parifh ieas
@och as any other in this quarter, peftered with vagrants, and as liberal to

them.
From thefe fadts and obfervations then, as it has occurred to every man who
turns
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 Brinent Men.~Dr John Hutton, whofe benefallions have
been juft now mentioned, was born in this parith; and, for
fome time, herded the fheep of the Epifcopal minifter of this
charge. From this humble ftation he was removed tobe a
companion to a gentleman’s fon, who had taken a fancy to
him ; and along with this perfon he acquired the rudiments of
a liberal education. At Edinburgh he ftudied phyfic; and,
going abroad in purfuit of that fcience, happened to be in
Holland a little before the Revolution. While in that country,
it happened that Mary, Princefs of Orange, being thrown
from her horfe at a hunting party, Hutton was the firft to
prefent himfelf, when a furgeon was wanted to bleed her.
This put him in the road to preferment. He came over at the
sevolution; was made firft phyfician to King William and
Queen Mary, and phyfician general to their armics and hof-
fitah: In which ftations he acquired an ample fortune, and
died in 1712. Befides thefe benefaltions, he bequeathed his
. library

~

turns his attention to the folution of this important queftion, * How ought
“ the poor to be fupplied,” it may be inferred ¢

That diftrefs and poverty multiplyin proportion to thofe funds that are
ereated to relieve them. * Where the carcafe is, there the eagles will be ga-
“ thered together.”

‘Thag the meafures of charity ought to remain invifible, till the moment when
it is neceffary that they fhould be diftributed.

That iff the country parithes of Scotland, in general, finall, oceafional, vos
luntary, colle@ions are fufficient. .
That the legiflature bas no occafion to interfere to augment that {tream
which is already copious enough, though not always derived from its proper

fource, or confined to its proper channel.

In fine, that the eftablithment of a poors-rate would be, not only unneccfa
fary, but hurtful, asit would tead to opprefs the landholder without bringing
relief to the poor.
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Tibrary to the prefbytery of Dumfrics, which™town he repre-
fented in parliament.

Mifcelloneous Obfervations®.—~The inhabitants of Caerlaverock
are in general plain, honeft, fober, induftrious, and charitable.
From their vicinity to Dumfries and the fhore, they are more
polithed and liberal than fome of their inland neighbours.
The farmers, though none of them rich, are yet, in general,
in comfortable circumftances. This they owe to their own
frugality, fkill, and induftry; but, in fome meafure, alfo to the
advantages of being near a confiderable market town ; the vie
cinity of two fea-ports; and the circumftances of their bor-
dering upon Lochar mofs, which fupplies them with abune
dance of fuel; though, at the fame time, from the great
wafte of time and labour, fo precious to the hufbandman,

-which

® Antiquities~—On the fouth fide of the parith, bot far from the fhore,
are fcarcely to be traced the veftiges of a moated triangular caftle ; probably
that from which the name of the parith is derived, and fuppofed to be the
aﬂlﬂmgumot‘!’wkny A little to the north-caft of thefe remains, are
uhfeeathe{hnmvmhlcmiudnmhenndmmdemaﬁk,
imilar fhape, but much larger dimenfions ; long the principal refidence of the
noble family of Maxwell; which has been fo well defcribed by Grofe and Pen-
Rant, as to render any particulars here unneceffary. Not far wek of this caftle
rifes the hill Wardlaw ; on the top of which, are yet vifible, the veftiges of a
Roman incampment, conje@ured to be the Uxe/s of Ptolomy. The hill after
wards ferved as a watch-tower tothe caftle ; for which purpofe it was well fit-
ted, commanding a very exteafive profpe@ in almoft every direQtion.~——=On
the borders of this parith isa mount, called the Bailey Know, one of thefe en-
campments called moats ; near which, fome iron hoops and chains were found.
A little below Glencaple Key, clofe by the fhore, was a cell or a chapel,
dedicated to 8t Columba ; near this is a well, of which no perfon was permit-
ted to drink without leaving a portion of victuals, or a piece of money, as an
alms to the inhabitant of the cell.
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which procuring peats, efpecially in rainy feafons, occalions,
they earneftly join in the general complaint of this part of
Scotland, againft the partial and abfurd duty which is laid up-
en coals imported into this partof thekingdom. To caft,dry,and
cart home all the peats confumed in the parith, would occupy
for one day 4762 perfons, together with 1382 horfes and
carts, whole labour ought to be rated at L.376. A few
coals alfo are ufed by thofe that are at a diftance from the
meofs,—— Another great, though precarious advantage, is,
that the farmers of this parifh, in general, hold their farms
of a landlord, whofe wife and good maxims, in the ma-
nagement of his eflate, have hitherto been, not to over-
rate his land, nor to remove his old tenants, fo long as they
are difpofedto keep their farms, whilft they continue to-be in-
duftrious, and while there is even a probability that they
fhall be able to pay their rent. The leafes on the Nithf-
dale eftate are always offered again to the old tenant, and
renewed at leaft two years before their expiration : a praltice
well worthy the regard of all thofe landholders, who do not
mean, by encouraging a competition of bidders, to ftir up en-
vy, and to raife their land above its juft value.

The farmers of this parith, and indeed, generally fpeake
ing, almoft all its inhabitants, are natives of it. Excepting
two Irith families, alfo, they are all of Scotch extraction. Here
the fathers, for fome generations back, have poflefled the
fame farms which their children now cultivate. The te-
. nants value themfelves as much on this antiquity of poffef-
fion, as if they were hereditary proprictors,-and not with-
out reafon, as it fill hag been a claim to the landlord’s favour ;
and we truft, that we fhall not be accufed of carrying our
fpeculations too far, when we venture to affert, that the per-
petuity of poffellion which the farmers enjoy, is not only

I favourable
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favourable to their happinefs, but alfo to that with which it.

is eflentially conneed, their virtue. The love of efteem is
a moft powerful principle of goodnefs; and furely men
will be more anxious to obtain the good opinion of thofe,
among whom they have been born, and with whom they have
long affociated, than of thofe who are but the acquaintance
of a day, and from whofe neighbourhood they are foou, pere
haps, to remove.

Vor. VI. E " NUMBER
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NUMBER IV.

- 4

PARISH OF NEWHILLS.

(couNTY, SYNOD, AND PRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mz. Joun Broww.

Nome, Situation, 9.

IN 1663, the lands of Capelhills were mortified for the main.
tenance of a minifter, and a church was built upon them,

by George Davidfon of Pettanis*, burgefs of Aberdeen;in con-
fequence of which, the fouth eaft corner of the extenfive parith
of St Machar was ereted into a feparate parith in 1666. Thefe
lands of Capelhills, (probably derived from Capella, a chapel),
now affumed the name of Newhills, and from them the
whole parith was denominated.——The parith forms an irre~
gular hexagon, about § miles in diameter ; is in general hil-
.1y, and, towards the weft end, may be called mountainous.
The foil in the north-eaft part, which is low, is a deep rich
mould on a good loamy bottom, producing early and luxuri-
ant

® A very benevolent charalter. He ereéted, at his own expence, 2 bridge
upon the great north road, over the Buxburn, a rapid ftream in this puilh,
where he had been witnefs to fome perfons perithing in the water. He alfo
mortified his lands of Pettans, in Belhelvic, for the fupport of the minifters
of Aberdeen, :
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ant crops, inferior neither in quantity and quality to any in
the country ; but, in the far greater part of the parifh, the
ground is black, light, fhallow, and fpungy; incapable of re-
fiting violent impreflions ecither of heat or cold ; not reten-
tive of moifture in the droughts of fummer, and apt to cjet
the roots of tender plants in the intenfe frofts of winter,———
The air is extremely fharp and piercing. ‘The moft prevalent
diftémper is the rheumatifm ; commeonly attributed to the in-
fluence of the eaft wind, which blows here with unufual keen-

nefs.——The river Don *, which forms the north-eaft boun- -

dary of the parifh, is well known for its excellent falmon,
which would be more abundant here, were it not for the cruives
placed a little farther down the river. Pikeand trout are alfo
found in the Don, which is not navigable, There are alfo 6
rivulets abounding with fmall trouts and eel ; feveral chaly-
beate fprings ; and three very copious fprings of water of a
moft excellent quality in the parith.
" Produce, Rent, t'c.—~The principal vegetable produions
are oats, barley, fown grafles, turnips, and potatoes. About
two thirds of the arable’ ground are annually cropped with
oats and barley; and large quantities of grafs and turnips are
raifed upon the more extenfive and improved farms in the pa-
rith. So fenfible are the people, in general, of the advantages

E 2 of

® About 1730, in a fine fammer morning, between § and § o’clock, the

ded of this river, for the fpace of 3 miles below the church of Dyce, was found"

entirely empty ; and was paffed and repaffed by feveral perfons who gathered
the fith that lay fprawling in the bottom. No perfon obferved the copnmence-
ment of this uncommon phenomenon.  About half an hour after its difcovery,
the water came down the channel again in a full body. This was occafioned
probably by a chafin formed by fome intermal commotion of the carth, which
was fenfibly felt by fome perfons.
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of the latter crop, for feeding their cattle, that even the fmal-
left tenants have a portion of their ground in turnips. - Pota-
toes have likewife been employed of late for the fame purpofe.
A few peafe and a fmall quantity of flax are raifed. Seed-
time commences about the middle of March, and harveft ge-
nerally begins the 6th of September. Upwards of a third-
part of the parith remains uncultivated, producing little clfe
except heath, That it is fufceptible of improvement, the ad-
jacent farms, which 20 or 36 years ago werc in the fame can-
dition, fufficiently evince. About 200 acres are covered
with plantations ; and there is 2 nurfery of foreft timber and
" fruit trees upon the lands of Auchmull. The foil is found very
" well adapted to the raifing of feedlings ; and the ground never
Raving been dunged, the plants are ardy, and thrive re. -
markably in England and the fouthern parts.of Scotland, from
whence there is a large demand. The parith cannot be faid
to fupply itfelf with provifions : for, though it exports a confi-
derable quantity of barley to the breweries about Aberdeen, and
a great deal of milk, butter, and eggs, is daily carried from
it to” that city for fale, yet fo numerous are the labourers,
mechanics, and manufaéturers, whofe fuftenance comes ene
tirely from Aberdeen, that the import of meal alone more
than overbalances exports of every kind. There are 21 heritors,
3 of whom conftantly refide. About 40 years ago, the pa-
rith contained 5o plough-gates of land, each occupied by one
tenant, and yielding about L. 10 of yearly rent. They are now
fubdivided into at leaft four times as many fmaller farms; the
value of each of which, at an average, may be calculated at
L.8 per annum. There are likewife 14 large farms in the
parifh,* moft of which are in the natural pofleflion of the pro-
prietors, The greater part of thefe has, within a few years,
been gained front the furrounding muirs; and each of them
wauld, if let, now yield a rent of from L. 60 to L. 100,

3 . The
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The valued rent of the country part of the parifh, (for part,
belonging to, or held of the town of Aberdeen, has no valua-
tion), is L. 1313 :6:8 Scotch. A kind of valuation, fuppof-
ed to have been the real rent of the parith, amounting to
L. 4653 : 6 : 8 Scotch, was given in to the prefbytery of A-
berdecn by the heritors, in 1679. The mean rent of land is
about 158 per acre; but, it muft be obferved, that every farm
bas a proportionable quantity of pafturage and mofs annexed
to it, the benefits of which, the tenant enjoys without any ad-
ditional expence. Some of the beft land isletat L. 2 per acre.

The large farms are all inclofed with ftone feaces : the Eng- -

lifh plough is ufed on them, and is drawn by 2 or 4 horfes.
The principal manure is fhell lime, brought from Aberdeen;
from whence, likewife, confiderable quantities of ftréet dung
are procured. Improvements upon one farm, which produ~
ces great crops, have been made by means of foap afhes, and
_other manure of a faponaceous nature. The foil alfo requires
to be frequently laid down in grafs, that it may acquire a con-
fiftency or body. This, however, proves no unprofitable ma~
nagement, as the grafs fields are rented by butchers at a very
high price. The leffer farmers fill employ the Scotch plough,
to which they frequently yoke oxen and horfes together.
Their infield, which is feldom allowed to remain in grafs, is di-
vided into three portions, which alternately receive the ma-
pure : barley is always fown in that part which is dunged,
and the other two are cropped with oats. There are 88
ploughs in the parith ; of which, 49 are drawn by horfes, 7
by oxen, and the reft by both. - The number of carts is 139 *.
Manufallures,

* A mle labouring fervant receives L.2:10; a female fervant L. 1 the
Malf year. Common labourers are hired at od. a day, in barveft at 1s,
sad in time of mowing hay, at 1s. 6d. Many carn 1s. 2 day by working in
the quasties, and in making ftone fences, being paid by the picce. The day

wages
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ManufaBures.—=The principal article of trade, in the pae
rifh, is the cutting and preparing ftones for the London mar.
ket. Upon the lands of Auchmull, are 4 quarries; from
whence are exported, annually, upwards of 45,000 fquare feet
of litter ftones, and fome years above 15,000 tons of caufe-
way ftones. On another eftate is a fifth quarry, from which,
it is fuppofed, between 3,000 and 4,000 fquare feet of litter
ftones, and fome thoufands of the fmaller ones, are yearly
exported. All the quarries afford a very good kind of granite,
exceedingly durable, and capable of a fine polifh. About so
men are employed in the ftone trade, partly copmon labour-
ers, hired by the day,—the reft arc paid by the picce. Ma-
fons who drefs litter ftones receive 2d. the fquare foot ; thofe
who make the caufeway ftones, 1s. 6d. per ton. The car-
riage of the ftones to Aberdeen forms an article of confidera-
ble profit to the farmers in the vicinity, who almoft conftant-
ly employ their horfes and carts in that way. Upon the Don,
is a paper mill, containing two vats, and employing 16 hands;
alfo a mill for teafing, carding, and roving wool, and for
waulking cloths. In the parifh are § mills for grinding grain,

Population Table.

Inhabitants in 175§ 959 Under 10 ' 182
" in 1769 859 Between 10 and 20 238

in1792 1153 20 and 30 316

Between

wages of a mafon are 1s. 6d. of a joiner and gardener, 1s. and of a taylor, 6d.
None of the above, except the laft mentioned, and thofe hired by the half-
year, have vi@tuals furnithed by their employer. The annual expence of
a married labourer, with three or four young children, cannot be eftimated
at lefs than L.1s fterling, The price of provifions is always regulated by
the Aberdeen market.
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Between 40 and 6o 303 Mafons 8
60 and 8o 104 Weavers 6

80 and go 8 Shoemakers X [
Above 9o 2 Taylors * 9
Males 550 Butchers [
Females 603 Epifcopalians 15
Married perfons 384. Seceders . 10
‘Widowers and widows 45 Quakers . 14
Single perfons 724 Yearly average of baptifms 2z
Born in the parith 418 . of marriages 8
in other diftri@ts 735 Black cattle 900
Male fervants 86 Sheep Goo
Female, do. - 46 Horles ) " 230
Blackfmiths ' ‘6 Carts 130

. Joiners Co 6 .

Stipend, Poor, &c.~The fettlement for the minifter, made
by Mr Davidfon, was all in land, and now confifts of 110 acres
of infield, 250 acres of fold, 100 acres of pafturage, and 203
acres of hill and muir ground, together with the privilege of
mofs and pafturage ; worth in whole L. 140 per annum, Be-
fides this landed property, the minifter receives about L. 7
fterling, for communion elements, &c. The Earl of Fife is
patron. The fchoolmafter’s falary is L. 100 Scots ; he has a-
bout 40 {cholars in winter, and 20 in fummer. The number
of poor on theroll, is 18 ; the amount of the collections at the
church door for their fupport, and the intereft of a {mall fund
faved therefrom, is L. 18 *,

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—~There are three annual fairs
held

® In the parith is a cairn 108 feet long, by 38 feet broad; many tumull,
on the top of one of which is a fmall monument, made of dreffed flones well
cemented
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held at Greenburn in this parifh, for the fale of cattle, hot-
fes, and different kinds of hard-ware.—There is plenty of fuel,
not only for confumption, but alfo for fale.—The people are
well entitled to the charaler of induftry, fobriety, and tem-
perance.  Of their moral and religious charatter, a fa-
vourable idea may be formed from their regular and de-
cent attendance upon divine worthip.——There are 3 ale-
houfes, chiefly frequented by travellers, upon the two public
roads that run through this parifh, which are kept in excel.
lent repair. :

cemented with lime, 8 feet long, 5 broad, and 4 in height ; fome remains of
a druidical temple ; the veftiges of an old chapel: and in one of the dens of
the hill of Elrick, kmbefeenthemthofauve,fnppefedbythe vulgar to
penctrate for miles under ground, and celebrated in their legends as the réfis
dence of 8 noted robber and his gang. He was flain by an anceftor of the
Johnftons of Catkicben; and the weapon employed upon that occafion fill
makes a part of the arms belonging te that family. The caveis now fhut up,
in osder to prevent its harbouring foxesand other ravenous beafts,

NUMBER
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NUMBER V.

PARISH OF LESLIE.

(PRESBYTERY OF KIRKCALDY, SYNOD AND COUNTY
OF FIFE.)

By the Rev. MR, GEORGE WiLLIS,

- Name.
THE original name of this parith was Fetkill ; but wher
the family of Leflie, Earls sf Rothes, .became the
principal proprictors, they give their own name to their
pofleffions here, and the whole diftri®¢ came at laft to be
known by the fame appellation: .

Susface, Soil, Rent, t'ce—~The parifh is in general flat, but
rifes gently from the banks of the river Leven, which forms
the fouthern boundary. It is almoft wholly an arable diftri&.
The foil is in general good=—The real rent is not known.
The valued rent is L. 4561 Scotch.—The parks of Leflic are
let annually by aution, and generally taken by the town’s
people of Leflic, who pay, at an average, from L.1:15 to
L.2 per acre. As thcy are paftured by milch cows, and as

Vor. VL. F about
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wbout L. 2 is paid for a cow’s grafs, it is neceffary to keep a¢

good cows as poffible; and, indeed, more good ones are tobe feen

in Leflie, than perhaps inany town of its fize. They commonly
bring from L. 7 to L. 10, and are all of the Fife breed. Some

Dutch cows were tried, and fome of the Irith and Lancathire

breed ; but they did not anfwer, as the firft were expcnﬁvé to
keep up in winter, and the laft did not yield much milk. Almoft

all the lands of the parith have been cultivated; and by far the

greateft part of them are either under crops of grain, potatoes,

turnips, and flax, or in fown grafs. The farmers now deal
more in rearing cattle, and in general plough lefs ground,
but, at the fame time, raife more corn than formerly. While the

farms were uninclofed, and little or no fown grafs raifed, the
cattle gathered a miferable fubfiftence on bare leys; which,
after refting feveral years, were broken up, and cropt, year after
year, till they fcarce produced double the feed. The land is
now plowed by one man commonly with a pair of horfes,
inftead of four oxen with two horfes and a lad to drive them,

as was formerly the cafe ®.

Manufaétures.——1In the town of Leflic the weavers are the
moft

* Prices of Labour and Provifiemt~1in 1759, a day labourer’s ﬁgel were
84, without vidtuals. If he was employed during the winter andTummer, he
gotonly 6d. The yearly wagesof a man fervant were then from L. 3 : 10,
to L. 3, fler. and thofe of 2 mald fervant, from L.1 ¢10, to h.2. Buta
fufficient man fervant cannot now bo got under L. § : 10 or L. 6, nor a
maid fervant under L.2:10 o L, 3, 3 year. A common labowrer now
gets 1s.a day, In 1759, beef could have been bought, between Michael-
mas and Martinmas, at 3s 84. per ftone; it is now §s 4d. The price of
fowls and eggs is doubled. A good fowl is 1s, and a dozen of eggs, 4d.—
Butter was 5d. now it is 84. a pound. Milk was 1d. a pint, now it is ad.
Qoals were 4d. & load, now they are 7d.  Salt was 4d. a peck, now 6d.
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moft numerous fet of handicraftfmen, no other clafs of me-
chanics bearing any proportion to them. Their principal em-
ployment is weaving plain linen and cotton checks, by which
moft of them can earn from 14d; to 18d. or 20d. a day. The
chief employment of the women is fpinning lint and tow.
About 30 years ago, when they univerfally fpun with one
hand, a hefp or flip, which is the fourth part of a fpindle,
was thought a fufficient day’s work for a woman; and miftref-
fes required no more of their maid-fervants when they fat the
whole day at the wheel, After they had fpun their hefp, the
reft of the time was their own. Before 1770, a wheel for fpin-

ning with both hands was unknown in the parith, now almoft

none elfe are to be feen it. The manufaturers ufed to give
only 10d. for fpinning a fpindle of yarn, fo that, at that rate,
2 woman earned only 15d. 3 week ; but now the manufaur-
crs pay 1s. for fpinning a fpindle, and 3 woman can fpin 2§
fpindles a week, which makes 2s. 6d, * :

S8tipend, ~—~The ftipend confifts of 42 bolls of oat-meal, 8
Dutch ftones to the boll; 22 bolls of barley, Linlithgow
meafure; and L, go fterling in money. The manfe was
built in 1687, and repaired in 1989. The glebe is very in-
different. It is furprifing to fee fome minifters eftimating
their glebes, and adding their value to the livings ; for there
is fcarcely a minifter who would not give his glebe to any
man that would drive his fuel, furnith his family with milk,
and a horfe to ride on when he is neceflarily called from home:
and, if the minifter hath any tolerable fkill in arithmetic, he
might give the man, who would fupply him with the above
conveniencies, § guineas a year along with glebe ; for in that
cafe he would fave the expence of a man fervant, which, as
times go, is at leaft L. 12 or L. 14, and the rifque of lofing a

Fa horfe
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horfe or 2 cow, Which are fully as liable to mortality, in the
poffeflion of a clergyman, as in other hands *,

Poor,

® The following obfervations on the ftate of the clergy, tranfmitted by Mr
‘Willis, tho’ not immediately within the fcope of this work, yet are here in-
ferted, on account of their connedtion with the fituation of fo refpectable
and {o ufeful a part of the community.

Patriots, and friends to mankind would with to know how to ameliorate the
condition of every ufcful clafs of men in the Xingdom. With regard to the peo-
ple at large, their condition and circumftances are every day becoming more
comfortable and afluent ; while thofe of the clergy are every day declining,
verging to poverty, and its ufual concomitant, contempt.

“ Nil habet infelix pauperies durius in fe, '
“ Quam quod ridiculos homines facit.”

We all eafily find out ways and means for the relief of the diftreffed, when
we ourfelves are well 3pd at our cafe. Some will fay, that the clergy thould
return to that plain and homely fare and clothing, which their predeceflors
ufed at the beginning of the century. Not to mention other anfwers to this
advice, even to live in that manner now, would coft double of what it did then.
'The boys in Heriot’s Hofpital live upon the fame kind of food, and have the
fame kind of cloths, as they had an hundred years ago; and yet, I fuppofe,
jt will be found, that the expence of their maintenance and clothing is now
double of what it was then. Others will fay, that the clergy fhould take
farms; not confidering how difficult they are to be gat. Befides, where one
minifter will gain by farming, nincteen in twenty, or rather 99 in 100, would
probably lofe by it ; as they cannot always be at the head of their labouring
fervants ; nor arc they, in any way, a match for horfe-cowpers, cow-cowpers,
brewers, and butchers, the people that farmers have to deal with. Gentle-
men farmers are on the fame footing as a clergyman would be ; and fure I am,
that therc are not many inftances of their mecting with much fuccefs.

There are two difficulties in the way of applying for an augmentation of

" ftipends. The ccrtain and almoft unlimited expence of fuchan appiication, (if
the heritors vigoroufly oppofe the meafure, as they often have done,) and the
gbfolute uncértainty of obtaining it, as the courts of law are vefted with arbi-
trary powers to give or torefufe. “ Arbitria judicum pro legibus funt.”” If it
be faid, Is not the vi€tual, of which part of our ftipends often conﬁhs, more

’ valuable
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Poory Funds, &'c.——The colletions at the church doors
smount, on an average of the laft 1o years, to L. 18 per an+

num

waluable in this century than in the laft? I fuppofe if you will pitch upon any
@0 years of the laft century, and compare them with the 20 carrefponding
years in this, you wtll find the difference next to nothing; for befides, that
from the improvements in agriculture, by which grain is raifed in greater
quantities, and has become an article of commerce, it ncither rifes fo high, nor
falls fo low as formerly.

There feems to be but one way, in which the condition of the clergy can be
sameliorated, with the leaft lofs to the public at large, and to the fewelt indi-
widuals. In Scotland, the tithes of feveral parithes, which belonged to religi-
ous houfes are vefted in the Crown, and are let in lcafe for two or three lives;
for which the tenant is bound to pay a certain annual fum to the Exchequer,
At the firft eftablihment of the Prefbyterian form of church government
here, the bifhops rents alfo were vefted in the Crown, I have no doubt, from a
sounter-revolution being not only poflible but probable ; and which atually
took place. Again, at the Revolution, thefe were in like manner vefted in
the Crown, and for the fame reafon : fot if King William had been as well
affured of the fupport of the prfcopal der;y, as he was of the Prefbytcrhn
the form of church government had not been altered at that time. So that
thefe unalienated tithes and bithops rents are the patrimony of the church,and
feem to haye been vefted in the crown as a depofit ; for they were never forfeited
by rebellion or otherwife; and were lodged there, as a provifian againft an event,
which now, by the treaty of union, and the king’s coronation oath, ncver can
take place. It is greatly to the honour of the legiflature, that it has reftored

their family eftates to men whofe anceftors had forfeited them by rebellion; )

and hence, I fhould think it very unhandfome, upon a proper application, to
refufe to their very beft and firmeft friends that part of their patrimony, from
which they are excluded on account of no rebellion or forfeiture whatever.
Suppofc this reftared, who would fuffer any lofs ? As ta the lofs to the Exche-
quer, what a trifle is it to an empire which has fuch revenues as ours ? As to
the lofs to the colle@ors, it would be a very ferious one, and:a mighty hard-
fhip indeed, to extinguifh o lef? than about a dozen of finecure places. With
regard to the tackfinen, whofe tacks are good for their term‘of years, would it
make any difference to them, to pay the tack-duty to the church, in place of
paying it to the exchequer ?

§ thall mention byt one confequence, if the incomes of the clcrgy be not a-

* meliorated,
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num ; the hire of the mortcloths to L.3:10; and the inte.
reft of principal fams belonging to the parith to L. 25, make.
. . ing

meliorated, the decline of learning will follow. ‘This muft infallibly be the cafe
in any flate, where there is not a rank which requires a confiderable degree of
learning, where there is not room for a confiderable number of the learned to be
employed in it, and where that employment does not eatitle them toa decent
degree both of profit and of refpedt. Suppofe the flipeads of Scotland to fall s
much in their value for half a century to come, as for balf & century patt, how
few clergymen, who are enabled to give their fons fuch an expenfive educati-
on, asa minifter fhould have, would breed them to & profeflion where they
cannot gain fo comfortable a fubfiftence as many mechanics can earn ¥ With
what kind of young men would gentlemea be fupplied as tutors in their fami~
lies, and who are now fo well fupplied, by preachers and ftudents in divinity P
‘Though a Dionyfius might make it worth the while of a Pythagoras, to come
from Greece to Syracufe, to inftrudt himfelf and his courtiers, I fufped, that
when Scottith lairds muft fend to Oxford and Cambridge for tutors to their
children, few will be fent for, and fewer come to a country, where they can
fook for mo farther preferment. England, 1 think, will continue to be the
feat of learning ; till fuch time a5 the Livings of the dignified clergy of the
church there, thall be reduced to as low an ¢bb, as at prefent are the livings
of the dignified clergy in Prance.

1 have ever been of opinion, that the downfall of the church will bury learn-
ing in its ruins; and this fcems to be warranted by the hiftory of all nations,
That body of men, who are now faceringly called Pricfls, their office Pricf- -
hood, and their employment, Pricftcraft, and which I (hall call, the Clericad
order eftablifhed by law, have been in all ages and nations of the world, the
repofitories of learning. In our own country, at the firft appointinent of the
Court of Seflion, there was fuch a penury of the learned laity, that they were
obliged to-the church for one half of the judges. Wherever the clerical order
has been creditable and refpeftable, light and leaming have fhone forth,
‘Whence procecded the firft birth -of learning, but from the priefts of Egypt 2
Whither did the Grocian fages travel but into Egypt and the Ealt? Were not
the Brahmins, the Gentoo clergy, who were, and flill are, of high efteem,
thofe whom Pythagoras withed, and travelled to learn from ? Were there not at
Rome s Caius Julivs Cefar Pontifex Maximus, and 8 Marcus Tullius Cicero
at the head of the college of Augurs ? Was ever virtue, and piety, and learn-
ing more nobly fupported than in the writings of the divines of the church of

England ?
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ing atotal income of L. 46: 10. Of which, L. 4:14 is paid
for fefion clerk’s and officer’s falaries, quarter fees of poor
fcholars, houfe rents and clothes for the poor. About L. 41,
on an average, is diftributed among 33 penfioners, of whom
gorefide in the town of Leflie. The diftribution is made
weekly ; none get above 1s. nor any lefs than 6d. This is a
much better mode than that followed by moft of the kirk-fef-
fions in the neighbeurhood, who make their diftributions
monthly, thus occafioning the poor to live plentifully one week,

and

Eangland ? I have not heard, indeed, whether the Hottentots, the Cherokees,
the Chi@taws, the Efquimaux, &c. ever had any clergy; and as little have I
heard of the learned produ&tions of thofe ornaments of human nature.

Upon the whole, I cannot help thinking, it would be bad policy in any
flate, to fuffer a body of men, who, firft and laft, have been of no fmall ufe
te the interefls of loarning atd of virtne, to langmifh in povesty, and dwindle
into contempt. No doubt, the ast of printing, and the eflablifument of uni-
verfities, have contributed, as well as the clergy, to the increafe, and to
the diffabon. of knowledge ; hut the clergy diffule knewladge, and the bett
kind of knowledge, to all mea, high and low, to the cobler as well as to the
king. While the fchools of the philofophers of old, thought it a profanation
% enlighten the valgar, the filermen of Galilee, and their fhoceflors, have
initiated the wuigar in the mofk fublime doftrines, and the pureft monality ;
have fuggefied to them the moft noble confolations, and have drawn them
forth to a&ies, by the maftexalted hopes. And who are the men, who pro-
vide faciety (1 do not fay with the neceffaries and comforts of life only), but
with all its clégancics, with all its faperfiuitics, with all its luxuries? Who
tms the valgar 2 They bear all its burdens, and I am forty tofay, fuffer all its
hanifhips. And cam juflice of gratitude, can humanity and compaflion, leave
them to dmdge in this world, like bealls of burden, cut them off from all confo-
lation beve, and leave them deftitute of all rational bopes of enjoying a better
condition hepeafter? That, however, muft be the cafe, if they are deprived alto-
getber of the inftructions of their beft friends, and thrown into the hands of
pesfons who may be.asignorant as themfelves,
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and beg or ftarve the reft of the month *. No diftin@ioh bés
tween the poor of the diffenters, and the poor of the Eftablifhs
-ed Church is allowed.

For 17 years preceding 1781, the colle&ions, on an average;
were L.1§5:10; the hire of the mortcloths amounted to
L. 3 :5; and the fums diftributed among the poor, to about
L. 30 asnually.

Since 1759, no perfon in this parifth hath perifhed by hun-
ger, nakeduefs, or want of lodging ; nor have any taken td
begging. During this period, it muft be mentioned, that
the heritors of the parith have not given one farthing to the
poor, offerings at the church door excepted; and even thefe came
enly from one family, all the other proprietors being non-refi-
dents }. '

PWX.M-

* The poor, fays Mr Willis, fhould be treated like young birds, give thens
little at a time, ‘but often.

4 Many plans for the fupport of the poor have been projected : this only’
feems certain, that wherever poors rates have been adopted,they have generally
been found very expenfive. ‘The philofophers of the prefent day, inftead of
thinking, * whatever is, Is right,” feem to think, * whatever is, is wrong.”
Many new plans have been propofed, and no one agreeing with another.
T bave always thought, that it is better to begin with amending an old plan, that
has proved not to be very bad, that to take all at once a new one, however
fincly fpun. 1 will ventureto fay, with refpet to our old plan, that, of all the
public fands of Europe, none are managed at fo little expence to the fund it-.
felf, none fo frugally, none fo impartially, and none laid out more to the pur-
pofe for which they were maifed, than the poors funds under the care of the
kirk-fefions of Scotland. Never, perhaps, will Scotland find a more proper
jury to determine the objoéts of public charity, nor the quantum neceflary for
their fupply. Two amendments may be fuggefted : The firft is, to proteét
thefe fands again{t the burden of natural children being brought upon them,
which could be done by altering the prefent law, and making the oath of the
woman father all baftards, as is the pradtice in England. The oath of that

3 party
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Population.—~When the returns were made to Dr Webfter,
in 1755, the number of the inhabitants of this parifh

was faid to amount to - - - 1130
In 1756, the total number of fouls was - - 1096
Of which in the town of Leflie - 732
—————in the country part of the parith - 364

In 1769, The number of fouls in the whole parifh 1163
' : in the town - 786

in the country - 379

In 1775, In the whole parith - - . 1189
In the town - - - - 786
———— males - - - - 344

—_— females - - - - 432

In the country - - - - 403

—— e males - - - 215

— females - - - 1388

In

party fhould certainly be preferred who hath the leaft temptation to perjury.
“The woman in all ordinary cafes of this kind has none : the man has a dou-
ble temptation to perjury ; for firlt, he gets clear of the cenfure of the church,
and next, which to him is a matter of greater confequence, he frees himfelf
of the expence of the maintenance of the child.

In the next place, it were to be withed, that the gentlemen in Scotland, be-
fore it be too late, would voluntarily give lefs or more for fupporting the kirk-
feflions, and enabling them to maintain the poor; for fhould kirk-feffions give
up their laborious and painful tafk, the gentry, who now give ncxt to no-
thing, if they once came to be taxed by law for the maintenance of the poor,
will find their rate operate pretty much in the fame way as an heritable bond
of the fame extent, upon their lands. If every heritor, refident, and non-re-
fident, were to give in as much to the kirk-feffion, as it may reafonably be
fuppofed, his tenants and their families in that parith give, which may be 2d.
or 3d. cach Sunday, even that fmall help would keep the poor from begging or
ftarving. Suppofe the heritor has fix tenants, it certainly would not be an
excefs of generofity to give at the rate of a fhilling cach Sunday for the fupport
of the poor. The expence of maintaining the poor in England is wcll known.

Vor. VI, G in
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In 1781, In the whole parith - - - 1218
In the town - - - - 8os
———— males . - - 338
—_— females - . - - . 467
In the country - - - - 406

males - - - 202
—— fcmales - - - - 204

In 1785, In the wholc parith - - . 1212
In the town - - . - 806
———— males - - - . 343

, ———— femalcs - - - 462
In the country - - - - 406

—— males - - . 21t
——— —= femulcs . . - 19§
Heritors

In London, in the parifh of St. Martins in the Fields, the poor's rates, at 1s
the pound upon the houfe rents, amounts to L. 10,000 per ann. and many
parithes in London pay more than 1s. the pound. Many particular inftances
might be mentioned. At Alnwick it is faid, the poor’s rates amount to
L. 600 per ann, while the parith of Alnwick is not more populous than fome
parithes in this ncighbourhood, which have not E. 5o to fupport the poor.
Yet very many of the gentry of Scotland will contribute almoft nothing, which
may render a compulfary law at laft neceflary. 1s it not a fhame, that fo ma-
ny gentlemen (befides never entering a church-door) never give a fhilling from
one end of the year to the other towards the fupport of the poor? When the
heart of an heritor is indced foftened, and his hand opened, he may give onoe
or twice in his life fome carts "of coals or bolls of meal to the poor ; but it is
to them no more than a fcaft at the time, and is foon done; whereas half the
fum delivered to the kirk-feffion, and given out by them in (hillings and fix-
pences would be of much greater fervice to the poor, who, as I have faid above,
can bear no wealth, Upon the whole, the proper way to maintain the poor,
is to give them what is necefary to preferve them from Rarving, but not fo
much as to damp their induftry, or encourage idlenefs; and even that little,
they ought to receive, not as a right, but purcly as charity ; and I'am pere
fuaded, that all thefe purpofcs have been in general ferved by the manages
ment of the kirk-feflions,



Heritors - . - - - 4
Houfes in the country - - - - 84
Families in ditto. - - - - 84
Houfs in the town of Leflic - - - 129
Families in ditto - - - - - - 250

Since 1783, the population has not materially altered.

The great difproportion between the males and females in
the town, and the difference in the country part of the parifh,
will appear ftrange, but may thus be accounted for: In the
town, the number of maid-fervants is greater than that of
men-fervants,, and the reverfe, in the country. Another rea-
fon may be, that the farmers in the neighbourhood purchafe
houfes in Leflic for their wives to inhubit, after their death,
and to which they come with their unmarried daughters. Be-
fides, in the country part of the parifh, the farmers have no
more dwelling-houfes than are fuflicient for themfelves and

_their fervants : when, therefore, a cottager dics, his cottage |
muft be let' to another man to carry on the work of the farm,
and the widow of the former, in that cafe, unlefs fhe hath
a fon to fupply his father’s place, or a married daughter to
whom fhe might go to live with, rents a houfe in Leflie, that
fhe may get coals driven for hire, and fuch other things to
-buy as are neceflary for her fubfiftence: and, befides all .
thefe, fome old women get houfes in Leflic that they be near
the church and the meeting-houfes, of which there are two
in town, one of the fe& of Seceders, called Burghers, and
the other Antiburghcrs. The town is choakfull of people;
and has neither an empty nor ruinous houfe in it.

The increafe of inhabitants in the country part of the parifh,
from 1759 to 178¢, is probably occafioned by the eftablifh-
ment of two bleachfields; for the farmers in general keep .

G2
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fewer fervants than formerly, owing to a greater proportion
of their farms being inclofed, and laid down with fown grafs,
than heretofore. '

From 1780 to 1789, both inclufive, 321 baptifms are en-
tered in the regifter, whereof 168 were males, and 153 fe-
males; 231 were baptifed by the eftablithed minifter, and
9o by Seceders. This, however, is no proper way of judg-
ing of the real number of births, as the regifter of baptifms
is ‘kept both inaccurately and irregularly, fince 1732, when
the Seceflion began. Some poor people, to fave the trifling ex-
pence of 10d. omit to regifter the names of their children;
and the Seceders, fome through poverty and others out of
fuperftition, do not regifter theirs. Some of the latter car-
1y their fuperftition fo far as to pay the ducs, and yet forbid
the regiftration.

The river Leven, which fe-
parates

Mifcellaneous Obfervations™,

* Antiquities. In the parifh is the old caftle of Strathendric, which for-

- merly belonged to a family of the fame name, of no fmall note in Fife. A

battle has, probably, been fought near it, as 4 large ftones, fimilar to thofe
ufually fet up at the graves of perfons of renown, who had fallen in battle,
would fcem to indicate. Near thefe ftones ftood a round hillock, called the
Gallant Know ; which, being fuppofed to confift only of gravel, was made ufe
of a few years ago to repair the roads : But in the center of it was found a
piece of pavement, furrounded with large flones, containing fome bones, and
two fpear heads of copper, the one like the head of an officer’s fpontoon, and
the other, in the upper part, like a mafon’s chifel. A ftone coffin and urn
were found near the Gallant Know, befide one of the 4 ftones, about 1760.
The old houfe of Pitcairn, which belonged to the well known Dr Pitcairn,
is in this parith, but now in a ruinous ftate. Near it ftood a tumulus, in the
center of which, about 1770, was found a flone cheft, full of human bones,
(in particular feveral entire jaw bones), ftanding eaft and weft. At the eaft end
were found two urns of bluith clay, full of bones evidently calcined, and white
#s chalk.
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parates this parifh from that of Kinglaflie, abounds with
trout ; and, about Michaelmas, great numbers of eels are
taken in their paflage from Lochleven to the fea. On
this account the lands of Strathendrie in this parifh, were,
before the Reformation, fubjeét to an annual tax of fome thous

fands of eels to the abbey of Inchcolm.

There are in the parith quarries of whin-ftone, but very
hard, and expenfive to win; alfo fome coal mines and lime-
works.

The parochial fchoolmatter, befides a houfe, has an annual
falaryof L. 5 : 11 : 13.  The fcholars, at an average through-
out the whole year, are 80 in number. The fees of teaching
are very low. -

There are 6 houfes where ale is fold ; but not one perfon
or family fupported by the profits of a public-houfe, all having
fome other employment. ’

Leflie-houfe, a magnificent feat, built by the Duke of
Rothes, round a court like the abbey of Holyroodhoufe, with
a gallery three feet longer than that in the abbey, hung on
one fide with portraits of the connetions of the Rothes fami-
ly, and on the other fide with thofe of contemporaries and
friends of the Duke, was burnt to the ground on the 28th
December 1763. The fore-fide of the fquare was repaired
by the late Earl of Rothes, in 1767,

Charaller of the People, and their Manner of Living.——
There is not, in Britain, a parith of the fame extent, in which
the people are more fober, honeft, and induftrious, nor among
whom there have been fewer grofs crimes committed, than
that of Leflie. Their manner of living is greatly altered: a
remarkable inftance of which is, that for feveral years after
1760, the prefent incumbent got all his wheaten bread from
Edinburgh, and afterwards from Dyfart, rolls only being bak-

3 ed
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ed at Leflie; whereas now there are 3 bakers in this town alone.
Their clothing and furniture are alfo much better than former-
ly. In the church of Leflie no perfon is ever feen in rags.
The young men wear coats of Englith cloth, fancy vefts, &c.
and the young women, printed and white cottons, filk cloaks
and bonnets, &c. The drefs of the maid-fervants makes no
inconfiderable addition to the expence of a family in the arti-
cle of wathing. Their furniture alfo is much better. About
30 years ago, when the prefent incumbent was fettled, there
was not 6 clocks in the parifh, and now there is not a houfe
in Leflic where there is not cither a clock or watch.

NUMBER
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NUMBER VL

PARISH OF KINCARDINE O’ NIEL.

(PRESBYTERY OF KINCARDINE, SYNOD, AND COUN-
J,
TY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. MR, WiLLiaM MoRRICE.

Statiftical Table. '

ENGTH in Englith

miles 7
Breadth 5
Population about 1720 3183
in 1755 1706

— in 1791 207§

Males 893
Females 1182
In villages 100
In the country 1975
Under 10 417
Between 10 and 20 297
—— 20 and 5o 786
—— .50 and 70 465
——— 70 and 80 76
e—— 80 and 9o 34

.Families 500
Inhabited houfes §00
Married perfons 800
Children, at an average
from each marriage 5
Twins &c.born in the pa-
rifh for the laft 10 years 20
Unmarried men above
50 12
— women above
45 6o
Widowers 12
‘Widows 25
Average of births for 6 .

years preceding 1791 3§
Of the Eftablifhed church 2041
Seceders
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Seceders 10 Capital of their funds L. 40
Roman Catholics 4 Annual income L. 10
Proprietors refiding § Stipend (glebe included)L. 80
— notrefiding 7 New houfes built within
" Clergyman x  thefe io years 76
Surgeon 1 Old do. pulled down . 63
Schoolmatfter 1 Scholars taught Englith
Farmers under L. 50 per and writing 240
annum 60 =—————e——— Latin 4
Shop-keepers 10 Acres of arable ground 5560
Innkeepers 3 Carts . 72
Smiths 6 Ploughs 1o
. Mafons 2 Valued rent Scotch  L.3675
Carpenters 17 Realrent, 1750, fter. L.122§
Weavers ‘17 — 1791, do. L.1874
Shocmakers 14 RentsfpentintheparithLi234
Taylors 20 Value of cattle, fheep,
Millers 8  horfes, and grain,
Gardeners 3  exported L. 400
Dyers 2 Salt, iron, foap, and o- N\
Female domeftic fervants 12 ther neceflaries, im-
Poor 3  ported L. 300
Produce.

Oats 4600 acres. 13280 bolls. 10s.perboll. L. 6900

Bear 800
Potatoes g0
Turnips 60

Sown grafs so

3200
600
1800

12s. 1920
8s. 240
48. 360

7500 ftones. 6d. per ftone. 189

Total value of annual produce L. 9607

Value
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Value of Stock.
130 Horfes, at L. 5 each - - L. 650

oo
6oo Bett cattle, at L. § - - 3000 0 O
1200 Inferior, do. at L.3 - - 360 o ©

oo

3000 Sheep, at L. § - - - 750
Total L.8cco o o

Mifcellanesus Remarks.—The wages of a common labourer
are 1od. a day. Beft male farm-fervants draw from L.§ to
L. 6 per annum, the fecond fort from L. 3 to L. §; and beft
female farm fervants from L.2 to L. 3. 600 women are em-
ployed in fpinning of lint, and knitting of woolen ftockings ;
at which they edrn from 2s. to 2s. 6d. per week. The price
of all forts of provifions is double of what it was 40 years ago.
———The fuel commonly ufed is peat, turf, and wood : the
former, which is found in the parifh, cofts about 1s. per cart
load when carried about 2 miles ; the turf 6d. per load. The
people in general are economical enough; nothing could
contributc more to meliorate their condition than the en-
couragement of induftry. —There are about 500 a-
cres planted with wood, in a thriving way: on one eftate a-
lone about 30e acres are planted.—Some free-ftone is carried
fo far as Aberdeen, 20 miles diftant.

AN

Vor. VI,

o

NUMBER
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NUMBER VIL .

' PARISH OF MIDDLEBIE.

(PRESBYTERY OF ANNAN, SYNOD AND COUNTY OF
DUMFRIES.)

By the Rev. Mr. AeranaM Nivison.

Name, Extent, £'c,

MIDDLEBIE confifts of three parifhes, Middlebies Pen-~

nerfaughs, and Carruthers, now united into one. In
the Saxon language, Bie or Bee, it-is faid, fignifies a ftation ;
and the addition, Middle, has been given to this place from
the circumftance of being the middle ftation between Nether-
bie in Cumberland, and Overbie, or Upperbie, in Efkdale-
muir; at both which places, as well as at Middlebie, are
plain veftiges of a2 Roman work.—-This diftri¢t is 9 miles
in length, and 4% inbreadth, though of a very irregular form,
interfeCted in fome places by the neighbouring parifhes.
The furface is flat, with gently rifing hills interfperfed. The
foil is very various; moflly ftrong, deep, and wet, upon a
cold tilly bed, butfertile upon the whole. The air is general-

ly moift : After a long courfe of rainy weather, putrid fevers
prevail much,

Natural
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Natural Produ&ions, {'c.—The parith abounds with fiee-
ftone of a reddith colour, and with limeftone, which is ufed
both in building and for manure. About 30,000 Carlifle
buthels (each equal to 3 Winchefter’s) are annually fold
from the limeftone quarries, at t11d. the bufhel when drawn
from the kiln. Many acres are employed in raifing oats, bar-

ley, potatoes, turnips, rye, wheat, and flax. Oats are the
moft common crop. Turnips, rye, and wheat, are far frombeing
general. The parith fupplies itfelf with provifions, and ex-
ports a confiderable quantity of oats, barley, and bacon.—
Great numbers of cattle, (which are generally very handfome,
and without horns,) are annually bought by drovers, and car- .
ried into England. It is a common pratice, among the farm-
ers, to buy young fheep in Auguft, and difpofe of them the
following fpring. The fheep are of the long Englifh kind,
with white legs and faces. Harveft generally begins about
the 1ft of September, and is not concluded till November.
‘The rent of the beft arable land is about 20s. the acre ; inferior
land lets at 8s. 9s. or 10s. The general fize of farms feems
to be 100 acres, and the average rent about L. 50 or L. 6o.
Propertyis not often changing; but when it does, the land fells
at from 20 to 25 years purchafe *.

Stipend, Poor, ¢c.—The living, as augmented 1792, con-
Ha2 filts

¢ The prefent price of butcher meat, butter, cheefe,and grain, is much the
fame as in the Edinburgh market, and in the three Lothians. A goofe fells at
25 6d. or 3s.a duck at 8d. a hen at 7d. or 8d. So late as 1760, catmeal, which
now fells for 2s. fold at 8d. the ftone.——The daily wages of labourers are
9d. or 10d. with vi@tuals, or Is. 3d. or 1s. 4d. without them ;—of mafons 1s.
in the former cafe, and 1s. 6d. in the latter ;—of taylors, who never work a-
broad without viCtuals, 84. The wages of male fervants vary from L. 7 : 10
to L. 10 per ann. and female fervants receive half of thefe fums, This high
nate is to be attributed tothe vicinity of England, where the wages of fervants
are @ill higher than here.-
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fifts of a manfe, a glebe of 12 acres, § chalders of vi@pal,
L.66:13:4 in 'money, and L. g for communion elements,
fo that it is altogether worth L. 150 per annum. The Duke of
Queenfberry is patron. The amount of the colle&tions at the
church-door, fines, &c. is about L.17; which, added to L.g,
the intereft of a legacy, makes the whole annual income of
the poor L.22.——=There has been no fchool here for 40 years
paft; but the legal fteps for having a falary fixed on a fchool-
mafter will be foon taken.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.~ A woman died fome years ago
at the age of 109.~——The principal difadvantages are the fcar-
city of fuel, and the wetnefs of the foil. Some of the heritors
are making trials for coal, of which there is a favourable ap-
pearance. The fuel commonly ufed is peat and turf; fome
coals are brought from Canonbie.——Near the church are the
veftiges of a2 Roman work, fome account of which may be feen
in Pennant’s tour; and feveral coins have been found here.
——The people in general feem to be economical, and con-
tented with their fituation, though it cannot be faid that they
enjoy in a great degree the comforts and advantages of focie-
ty : there are many means by which their condition might be
meliorated.——The roads were originally made and kept in
repair by ftatute labour, which is now commuted. The turn-
pike road from Glafgow to Carlifle pafles through the parifh,
in which is a toll-bar, lately let at L. 116 per annum.
Thefe are fome {mall tippling ale, or rather whitky, houfes, in
this diftrict, moft hurtful to the induftry,-bealth, and morals
of the people.

Statiftical
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Statiftical Tabl.

Population in 175§ 991 Merchants 2

in 1785 1356 Born in England and Ire-
—— in 1991 1404 land 3
Males 696 Lawyers and writers 3
Females 708 Surgeon X
Annual average of births 48 Of theEftablithedChurchi3oy
—— of deaths 25 Seceders 97

—— of marria- Average number of child-

ges 13 7en produced by each
Under 10 360  marriage sor6
From 10 to 20 340 Inhabited houfes 297
~— 20 to §0 483 Horfes 251
— 50 t0 70 185 Milch-cows 639
— 70 to 180 36 Other cattle, about © 1278
Farmers apd their familiesj0o5  Sheep 3940
Weavers 20 Swine 594
Taylors 6 Real-rent, ferling L.3730
Joiners 8 Heritors refident 23
Black{miths 6 '——e— non-refident 14
Mafons 4 Poor 20
Millers 4 Small Englith ploughs 46
Shoe-makers 2 Scotch, ditto 63
Cloggers * 3 Chain, ditto C 4
Male farm-fervants 69 Carts 167

Female, ditto 8o

® Perfons who make flrong fhoes with thick wooden foles ; very neceffary
and comfortable in a moift climate and deep wet fil.
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. NUMBER._ VIIL

PARISH OF FOVERAN.

!

(PRESBYTERY OF ELLON, COUNTY AND SYNOD OF
ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mn. WirLuau Dusr.

Nome, Extent, (c,
JOVERAN, in the Celtic, is faid to fignify a Place of
Springs, or of Water; though the parifh poffefles no re-
markable peculiarity with regard to the number or nature of its
fprings.—It is bounded on the caft by the fea, on the north-eaft
by the river Ythan, which divides it from Forvie, (the antient
name of a parith now wholly overblown with fand), on the
north by the burn of Tipperty ; and extends 4 miles in length
from eaft to weft : the greater part of the parifh is 2 miles in
breadth. The nature of the foil is various, but for the moft
part fertile : next the fea it is fandy, next to that a fine deep
loam, generally on a bed of clay; a confiderable part confifts
of ftrong clay, fome of which is cold, wet, and fpouting.
Scarcely any part of the parifh is not arable. The corn ficlds
are for the moft part clofe and contiguous, as well as fertile
compenfating in fome meafure for the want of trees, of which
very few are to be fcen here, though feveral plantations have
been
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been latelymade. The ground rifes by a gradual afcent from
the fea, but in no place to any great height ; and the parifh,
though not flat, is rather plain than hilly.” The air is fome-
what (harp and penetrating, efpecially when the wind blpws
from the eaft ; it is however abundantly wholefome. Vegeta-
tion is remarkably quick and ftrong; and the crops of fown
grafs, in particular, are generally early and luxuriant.

Rivers, Villages, to’c.——The river Ythan abounds with
falmon, trout, and flounders. In it are innumerable beds of
mufcles ; which are fent to Aberdeen, and fold at 1s. 8d. the
peck, not only for the table, but for bait to the fifhers, though
the latter have of late difcovered a relu&ance to purchafe them,
as they have rifen in the courfe of 12 years to double their
former value. The bait, however, which they ufe as a fub-
Ritute for mufcles, not having anfwered fo well, it is believed
they will be obliged to comply with the demands of the tack{-
man.—Pearls are found in the bed of the Ythan; and, a
few years ago, were pretty fuccefsfully fearched for, three or
four miles up the river.

At the mouth of the Ythan, is the village of Newburgh, a
very disty place, in a pleafant and commodious fituation.
This village, though lying in a good corn country, half way
between Aberdeen and Peterhead, and exceedingly conveni-
ent forimporting lime, coals, &c. and exporting grain from
all the neighbouring parithes, has been unaccountably much
negletted : it formerly contained about 200 inhabitants ; but
the number is now confiderably reduced from want of proper
encouragements and regulations. Within the memory of
many perfons in the parith, 7 fithing boats belonged to this
village, now the  number is reduced to one only, and even
that is chiefly ufed for piloting veffcls up the river. There is
00 harbour in the Ythan; an advantage which, confidering

3 the

<
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the great number of fhips that frequent the river, is much
wanted, and which it is fuppofed could be obtained at a2 mo-
derate expence, The Ythan is navigable for about 3 miles
from its mouth : fhips of 100 to 150 tons burden can come 2
mile up.

In Newburgh are 6 or 7 ale-houfes ; chiefly frequented by
failors, fmugglers, and fithermen. In the country part of the
parifh is only one ale-houfe.

Rent, Agriculture, {o'c.—There are about 5o farms in the
parifh, ; fome of them large, extending from 200 to 1200 a+
cres, fome of a moderate fize, and fome very fmall, befides
feveral crofts of from 4 to 12 acres. One farm of 1200 acres is
rented at L. 200 per annum 3 another is let for L. igc; feve.
ral from L. 60 to L. 80 ; others from L.20to L.40; and a
few from L. 15 to L. 20, converting the viGual-rent at
13s. 3d. per boll. Befides the rent, the tenants are bound to
perform feveral fervices ; particularly that arbitrary exaétion,
known by the nams of bonnage *, to which fome of thof¢ who
have lately taken farms, have refufed to fubmit. The inficld
near the coaft, which is in general the beft ground in the pa-
rifh, is let from 20s. to 30s. per acre.——The valued rent is
about L. 4000 Scotch ; the real rent extends from:L. 2400 to
L. 2600 fterling, including the falmon and mufcle-fithings,
which letat about L. 220 fterling.

Within thefe 14 and 15 years, agriculture has made very
rapid advances in this diftri& ; and the method of cultivation
has undergone a very remarkable change.  Before that period,
the lands were neither dreffed, nor had any intervals of reft,
but carried perpetual crops of grain, to the utter impoverith-
ment of the ground. Now a great quantity of lime is ufed for

manure ;

* vide Vol. L. p. 433,



manure ; large fields of fown grafs and turnips are to be feen;
and confiderable numbers of cattle are fed on thefe green
crops. The grain ufually fown is bear, oats, and peafe. On
two or three farms, wheat has been tried with fuccefs, which,
it may be prefumed, will tend to promote its more genersl
cultivation. Harveft begins about the middle or end of Auguft.
—In the parifh there are about 300 horfes ; 1500 cattle ; and
an inconfiderable number of fheep; thé nature of the foil and
the mode of agriculture generally purfued, not bcmg favoura-
ble to the rearing of flocks.

Trade and Mamfa&urn.—-'l'he only trade that deferves
to be mentioned, carricd on here, is the importation of lime,
coals, and wood, (with which laft 3 or 4 veflels are commonly
freighted yearly from Norway or Garmouth ;) and the exporta-
tion of grain and meal. The demand for lime has, within the
laft 7 years, increafed in an aftonifhing degree : at leaft 30 car-

goes having beenimported this year. It is only about 26 years

fince the firft cargo of that valuable fpecies of manure, which
was given gratis by one of the heritors to his tenants, in order
to convince them of its advantages, was imported into this
parith. ‘

The ftocking manufature is carried on here, by the Aber-
deen merchants, to a confiderable extent; but fince the i im-
provements which have taken place in the ftocking-looms, the
price of knitting them has fallen fo low, that the women who
continue to knit can with difficulty earn a fcanty fubfiftence.
As the praQice of fowing lint begins to gain ground in this
country, it is hoped that the fpinning of linen, by which a
good deal more can be earned, will likewife gradually pres
vail *.

Vou. VL. I Population,

® The wages of fervants are triple what they wers 40 yeassago. Male
farvants
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Population, tfc.——The population has of late confiderably
decreafed, owing in fome meafure to the decline of the fithe-
ry, but chicfly to the praétice of uniting feveral fmall farms
intoone. Ona farm of 1200 acres there are not now 7 or 8
houfes where 24 formerly were, and feveral emigrations hawe
taken place from it. .

Numberof foulsin 1755 1981 Carpenters and wrights 6
Above 7 years of age, in Taylors ’ 3
1775 1150 Shocmakers 7
in Weavers 3
1791 * : 1025 Mafons 6
Nurber of fouls in 1792 1243 Shopkeepers 6
Males §80 Yearly average of births
Females 663  for 3 years : 27
Farmers 50 — of deaths 10
Cottagers 137 —— of marri-

- Male-fervants 97 ages 6
Female-fervants 124 Average of children pro-
Grooms 2 duced by each marri-
Gardeners 2 age 4
Houfe-fervants, male 2 Methodifts 5o or 6o

female 2 Seceders 9
Smiths 6 Epifcopalians - 7

Beclefiaical State, School, Poor.—The Ripend, including
]

fervants commonly receive from L. § to L. 6 ; and female fervants fromL.2: 6
“to L.2:10.a ycar, Day-labourers are hired at 6d. a day, with their vic-
tuals, or rod. without them. The price of provifions is regulated in a grest
meafure by the Aberdecn market : Beef and mutton fell from 3d. to 4d. per.
pound ;—hens from 1s. 4d. to x5. 6d.—and chickens from 4d.-to 6d. the pair,

¢ Several are above 803 and ont man in the 96th year of his age.
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& glebe of 5 acres, is L. 95 fterling.—The king' is patron. ..
The fchoolmafter’s falary is 100 merks, and L. 3:6 : 8 ftere
ling. The funds for the fupport of the . poor arife from the
intereft of a capital of L. 210 fterling; a mortification of
L.1:6:8 per annum; and the colleCtions at the church-doors;
which laft, at an average, may amount to L.20 per annum,
exclufive of the annual colle&tionfor the infirmary at Aberdeen.
The number of poor who receive alms (not including fuch as
are occafionally relicved), is about 40; and each of thefe re.
ceive from 2s. to §s. every quarter, for the diftribution is made
quarterly. ’

In 1782, the wants of the parithioners were, in a great mea-
fure, fupplied by the importation of 4 cargoes of grain from
England, which fold at about 28s. per boll. As this price
was too high for the poor to pay, the heritors contributed
L. 20, the tenants L. 20, -a third L, 20 was taken from the
poor’s funds, and L.20 more was borrowed, making in all
L. 80; with which the feflion bought oat and peafe meal : the
former they fold at prime coft, 1s. 3d. per peck; and with e~
very peck of oat-meal fo fold, they gave 2 pecks of peafe meal
gratis 3 by which means the poor had their meal altogether at
5d. the peck, and their wants were feafonably and effectually
fupplied. One of the tenants not only advanced the laft L. 20
without charging intereft, but fold a confiderable quantity of
meal to the poorat 1s. per peck, when it had rifen to 1s. 6d.
in the market, as an evidence of his gratitude to Providence
for blefling him, amid{t the general fcarcity, with a plentiful
crop.

Mifccllaneous Obfervations *.——The people are civil and
I2 hofpitable
® ‘There wére in the parith 2 druidical temples, one of which was very

complete, but both are now entircly deftroyed. Near Newbusgh, are the ruins
' of
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hofpitable to ftrangers, charitable to the poor, humane and
compaffionate to the fhip-wrecked, when fuch accidents hap-
pen; .md, in general, juft and honett in their dealings. Smug-
gling, however, is frqucntly carried on, and tends in no in-
confiderable degree to corrupt the. morals of the people: but
this contraband trade feems, through the falutary meafures a-
dopted by government, to be at prefent on the decline; and
its total annihilation is devoutly to be withed for by every friend
to virtue and induftry.——The mode of living has undergone
a great alteration of late. The tenants in general are in good
circumftances, live comfortably, and maintain a decent ap-
pearance. A tafte for finery in drefs has pervaded all ranks.
———The principal difadvantage is the fcarcity of fuel : peat
is moft commonly ufed, but procured with difficulty, owing
to the fcarcity of mofs. The heavy duty on coal prevents its
being more generally made ufe of, notwithftanding the facility
of procuring it.——-The roads in the parith, which are tolera-
bly good, are made by ftatutc-labour. Many of the tenants
wifh for turnpikes, being fully fenfible of the advantages a-
rifing from them.

Hints for the Melioration of the Situation and Circumflances
of the People.—— As proprietors, who refide upon their eftates,
have daily opportunitics of obferving the wants and fufferings
of their tenants, whom it is equally their duty and intereft to
prote& and encourage, they might probably, in a great mea.

fure,

of an old chapel, called the Red Chapel of Buchan. About half a mile from
-Newburgh, the ruins of the old caftle of Knockhall, ane of the feats of the
family of Udny, pleafantly fituated, ftrikes the eyc of the fpe@tator. Some
remains of another caftle belonging to a family of the name of Fiddes, now
extin®, are {till to be feen; and there are feveral tymuli or cairns in the pae
b,
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fure, fupply the one and relicve the other, by adopting fome
fuch plans as the following :

1ft, To let theirlands at moderate rents and grant long lea-
fes to theirtenants ; with fuitable encouragement for making
improvements on their farms, (cither by clearing the ground
of ftones, draining, inclofing, or bringing muirs and wafte land
under cultivation and pafture), and by allowing them a rea-
fonable compenfation for what they have judicioufly expended
on fuch improvements.

2dly, To abolith all perfonal fervices, efpecially during feed»
time and harveft, together with miln-multures, allowing the
miller only payment for his trouble in grinding the corn to the
tenants.

3dly, To let farms of a moderate fize to fober and induftri
ous tenants, even in preference to thofe who promife a larger
rent, which, after all, they may not be able to pay.

4thly, To prevent, by proper reftri€tions, in the leafes they
grant to their tenants, as well as by their own example, all
unreafonable and extravagant exaltions of rent, as well as of
perfonal fervices from fub-tenants; who too often feel the
fcourge of thofc petty oppreflors, to whofe tyranny they are
fubje&ted, when they are not reftrained by prohibiting claufes,
enforced by proper penalties in their leafes. For inftance, a te-
nant might be prohibited, under the penalty of forfeiting his

Jeafe, from lstting land to cottagers above a certain fum, .

(which muft, no doubt, vary according to the nature of the
foil, and the fituation of the place), as well as from demand-
ing any of thofe feudal fervices, which are only fo many bad-

ges of flavery.
sthly, and laftly, It might be advantageous, in an age fo
famed as the prefent for affociations, to inftitute parochial
.clubs, confifting of the proprietors, minifter, and fuch farm-
ers of the parifh, as choofe to become members, to meet twice
a

P> |
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3 year, in fpring and autumn; when the former would have

opportunities of inquiring into the plans adopted by the latter,

in' the management of their farms, and of giving feafanable

" advices to the flothiful, and fuitable approbation and encou-
ragement to the induftrious. At thefe meetings, at which
the proprictors and minifter might officiate in rotation, as pre-
fidents, a colle&tion thould be made by voluntary affefiment,

- aceording to the different circumftances and inclinations of the
members, out of which, after defraying the expences of the
meeting, which thould never exceed' 1s. 6d. each, the furplus
fhould be converted into a fund for encouraging induftry a-
mong the cottagers. Out of this fund, fmall premiums from
5s. to 10s. might be diftributed to 4 or § cottagers yearly,
who fhould raife the beft turnips or grafs upon.not lefs than
of an acre each. Bya judicious andimpartial diftribution of thefe
fmall premiums, a fpirit of induftry and emulation would be ex-
cited among the cottagers; their crops of grafs and grain would
be more plentiful, and their fituation and circumftances would
become much more comfortable. By fuch periodical meetings
landlords would become thoroughly acquainted with the fitua-
tion, management, and condu& both of the tenants and cot-
tagers ; thofe ties which unite men to men would be drawn
tighter and clofer ; fentiments of refpeét and gratitude—of at-
tachment and confidence, would fpentaneoufly arife and ex-
pand, in the hearts of the tenants towards their landlords,
whona they would thus be induced to confider as their patrons
and prote&ors; and, by this primitive and patriarchal kind of
intercourfe, fo agreeable to a benevolent mind, the general
harmony and happinels of focial life would be improved and
nugmented.

NUMBER
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PARISH OF DAMELINGTOUN.

(COUNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF AIR, SYNOD OF
-GLASGOW AND AIR.)

By the Rev. MR. Duncan MMryne.

Name, Soil, Climate, &'c,

T HE true orthography of Damelingtoun is faid to he
Dame- Heler's-tewn, after a lady of rank and fortune,

of the name of Helen, who built a caftle near this place.———
The parith is about B miles long, and between 2 and 3 m
breadth.——The foil in the lower parts, lying upon the river
Doon, is a ftrong, rich, deep clay : around the village of Da-
melingtoun, it is dry and gravelly ; and towards the hilly parts,
hard and rocky. About a mile below the village is a large
morafs ®, which formerly rendered the climate very unheal-
thy, particularly to children; but fince it has been drained, .
and two fmall fireams carried through its centre, the climate

13

¢ Anecxperiment was tried to improve thislarge tra of ufelefs ground, by
covering it thick with water gravel, which had a wonderful and immediate ef-
fe@; but the expence was  great, that it was found neceffary torelinquits
the fcheme, ’
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is become more falubrious, the children are ftout and healthe
ful, and there are now many inftances of longevity in the pa-
rith.—Immediately beyond this large morafs, runs the river
Doon, where there is perhaps the largeft tra& of natural mea-
dows that is to be found in any part of Scotland. Thefe fine
meadows are apt to be overflowed, by which their grafs is fil-
Jed with fand and rendered hurtful to cattle; and often, in
great fpeats, a great deal of hay is carried away. In order to
prevent this damage, the proprictors cut through a very high
and folid rock at the foot of Loch Doon, (ftom whence the ri-
ver flows), but the event did not anfwer their expeQations.
Loch Doori is a beautiful piece of water, 9 mileslong, abound-
ing in trout, with a hard rocky coaft. On an ifland are the
remains of a fine old caftle, and there was a beautiful natural
cafcade at the foot of the loch, before the cut wasmade.

Minerals.—The parifh is full of fine coal, and freeftone, in
almoft every corner of it. Thefe two ufeful articles terminate
here, there being none to the fouthward beyond this parith.
Coal is carried from hence, to the diftance of 30 miles, into
Galloway. There is alfo iron-ftone to be found in the parith,
and lead in fome of the hills. Near the village of Dameling-
toun is the cheapeft and beft coal that is to be found in the weft
of Scotland.

Population, &'c.—The following table will exhibit the ftate
of the parith, as to population, rent, &c.

Population in 1755 739 Annual average of births

in 1792 681 for 2 years 25
Above 12 yearsof age 472 e Of buri=
Below 12 209 als 15

2 Rent
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Reng. L.1700 Sheep o . 8oo9
Black-cattle 800 Heritors refident - ]
Hosfes §0 === npon-refident - 3

The population, in the country part of the parifh, has con-
fiderably diminifhed, owing to the monopolizing of farms, or
conjoining a number of pofleflions into one; but it has in-
creafed in proportion in the village of Damelingtoun, which
contains about goo inhabitants. Seven fairs are held in it e-
very year; and it has § or 6 public houfes, kept by people of
good chara&er. Near the village are two large commons, let
at a reafonable rate to the inhabitants, for feeding their
cattle upon. Each common may fzed 25 or 30 cows. There
is plenty of coal, freeftone, and good water, all around; fo
that, upon all thefe accounts, Damelingtoun is particularly well
fituated for a woolen manufactory, efpecially as it is in the
neighbourhood of numerous and fine flocks of theep., Ac-
cordingly, a few public-{pirited men propofe immediately to
eftablith both a woolen and a cotton manufaltory here; which,
in time, will probably be produive of the “happieft effeds 3
as the inhabitants of the village are a fober, induftrious, re-
gular, and well-informed fet.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations,——The flipend is 1200 merks
Sc. all in money ; ‘with a glebe: of 11 acres.——The fchool.
mafter’s falary is L. 100 Sc.———The average number of
poor is 27, maintained by weekly colle@ions, and the intereft
of a capital ftock of L. 110. The monopolizing of farms,
and the cheapnefs of houfes and coal in the village, has con-
tributed much to increafe the number of the poor ; but they
are very diligent and induftrious.——1In the parifh are the re-
mains of 3 old caftles, onc of them on an ifland in Loch

Vor. VI K Doon,
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Doon, before-mentioned. A beautiful moat, furrounded
with a deep dry fofle, ftands immediately above the village

of Damelingtoun ; and large cairns of ftones are to be found
in many places, \

NUMBER



q, Culter, 73

NUMBER X

PARISH OF CULTER.

(PRESBYTERY OF BIGGAR, SYNOD OF LOTHIAN
AND TWEEDALE, GOUNTY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. Mr: WiLLiaM STRACHAN.

-~

e

Name, Extent, Surface.
CULTER is a Latin word, fignifying a Coulter or Plough-
fhare, though it ic uncertain upon what account this
parith was fo named.——The length of the parifh is about 8
miles; and the breadth varies, but is at an average about 4
miles. The level or lowland part of the parith, which is well
cultivated and improved, is about 2 miles broad from the banks .
of the Clyde, which feparates this from Symington parith, to _
the foot of the hilly ground on the fouths The fituation is de-
lightful ; and the profpe&, though not extenfive, is beautiful,
the ground being moftly either well inclofed with ‘ditch and
hedge, or covered with thriving plantations, which contrie
bute greatly to adorn the country. Part of the ground is fo
plain, that an avenwe to a gentleman’s feat in this parith,
though upwards of a mile in length, ie perfeétly level. The
feuthern diftrict confifts chiefly of high mountains, called
K2 Culter-heights
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Culter-heights and Culter-fell ®, (which laft rivals Tinto-
hill in height), partly green, and partly covered with
heath and coarfe grafs, well adapted to the breeding and
feeding of theep. There are 4 pretty latge ftore-farms
in the parifh, (though not witheut a confiderable proportion
of arable land in them, producing excellent crops) one rent-
ed at L. 70, another at L. 120, and the thirdat L.240; the
fourth is occupied by the proprietor. The number of Englifh
acres in the whole parith amounts to about 7377 4-

Woods, Soil, Produtions, &'c. One of the hills is cover-
edon one fide with a large wood, confifting chicfly of fir, oak,
afh, &c. part of which is natural. Many thoufands of trces
. have alfo been planted in different parts of the parith, within

thefe 7 or 8 years ; and the whole diftri&t is fo much improv-
ed by art, as muft imprefs one with a favourable opinion of
the good tafte of the proprietors, who feem to vic with each
other in improvements. The foil of the lower part, though
in general naturally light and fharp, when juftice is done to it
in cultivation, feldom fails to make rich and early returns of
oats, barley, potatoes, turnips, flax, or rye-grafs and clover.
Inclofed land lets at an average from 30s to 408 the acre; out-
_field land lets at various prices. Pafture-parks rent amazing-
ly high : one of the proprietors finding this fcheme advantage-
ous, has let out a great part of his eftate for pafturage, for
fome years paft. | The valued rent is L. 1600 Scotch, and the'
teal rent nearly L. 1600 fterling.—The number of heritors is

7s

* Tt is worthy of remark, that on the morning of the x13th of June 17958,
this hill was quite covered with fnow.

¢ Mr Strachan certainly means that part of the parih which has beew
meafured, not the whole difti@.

)
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2, of whom 3 refide principally in the parifh. The people
are in gencral commodioufly lodged, the proprietors having
built fubftantial farm-houfes for their tenants. More flax is
raifed here than in any part of the neighbouring coun-
try, and the foil is very proper for that crop. People from a
confiderable diftance will chearfully pay 2s. 6d. for as much
land as is requifite for fowing a cap-full,or forpet of feed, 40 of
which mreafures are allotted to an acre: each forpet generally
produces from 12 to 25 Ib. of dreffed flax from the mill.—=The
harveft is in general carlier by a week than in other parith in
- the vicinity.=~The air in the fouthern part of this diftri, is
very fharp in winter, the hills. being generally covered with
fnow ; while the inhabitants in the lowland places enjoy a clear
and dry air.—— Culter-water, which falls into the Clyde, after
bife&ing the parith, abounds with trout.

Population, to’c.—~The ftate of the parifh, as to population,
and in other refpes, will be feen from the following table :

Number of fouls in 1755 422 Relief Seceders 30
— in 1791 326 Burgher ditto 8
Males "+ 147 Births from' September -

Females 179 1785, t0 April 179 40
Under 10 70 Marriages, ditto 12
From 10 to 20 69 Deaths, ditto 30
— 20 t0 30 64 Mafons -4
o~ 30 t0 40 49 Wrights " 3
= 40 t0 50 .32 Weaver z
e~ 50 to 6@ 26 Shoemaker 1
= 6o to 70 12 Smiths 2
— 70 to' 80 .- 3 Miller ‘ 1
At 8o ' 1 Ploughs 22

Cants
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Carts g1 Cows . 18¢
Sheep 4610 Horfes 83

The botfes, which are generally bred here, or in the vici-
nity, are ftrong made, capable of enduring much fatigue, and
have lately advanced in value. A good many fheep and black-
cattle are fattened by the gentlemen, and fome of the farmers,
who find a ready fale for them, purchafers appearing from La-
nark, Hamilton, and even from Glafgow. Numbers are now
allo fold into Biggar; where, for fome time paft, has been an-
excellent market for butcher meat of all kinds.

Stipend, School, and Poor.~—The ftipend is L.41:13:4
&crling, (including 50 merks Scotch for communion ele-
., ments), 2 chalders of oatmeal, and ‘1 of bear. The glebe
conflifts of 8% acres, and may be rated at L. to.~Sir Charles
Rofs of Balnagowan is patron.—-The fchoolmafter’s falary
is L. 8:6:8, with a houle and garden, and other emoluments,
amounting to about L. 5 more. The colle&tions at the church-
doors amount to about L. 8 per annum, alarge fum, confiders
ing the fmall number of inhabitants, but owing chiefly to the
liberal offerings of fome genteel fumilies refident here.  This,
with the intereft of L. 103, the capital of the poor’s funds,
is diftributed once a fortnight among the enrolled poor, who
are 7 in number ; and part is employed in relieving the occa-
Gonal diftrefles of others, and in paying the fees of poor fcho-
Yars. No beggars arc to be feen in the parifh.

Alifcellaneous Remarks.—The people are hcalthy, being
moftly employed in ative occupations, and are fober and ex-
emplary. Rheumatifms and colds are the moft prevalent dif-
cafes. There arc in the parifh four encampments, all of
a circular figure, called rings by the common people : likewife

2 a
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a fmall circular artificial mound of earth, on the banks of the
Clyde, within view of two others at a confiderable diftance,
The principal difadvantages are the diftance from coal,
which is brought 11 miles from Douglas, and the want of a
bridge over the Clyde, which is often impaffable. There are
few peat-mofles here, and not many people who dig more fuel

than is neceflary for drying their grain for the mill.—There are
fome mineral fprings, impregnated with iron ; and iron-ftone,

faid to be of an excellent quality, is found in great plenty, in

different parts of the parith. ’

NUMBER
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NUMBER XL

PARISH OF MARYCULTURE."

(PRESBYTERY AND SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, COUNTY
OF KINCARDINE.)

By the Rev,' M, Jomn GLeNNIR.

Name, Extent, Soil, Rivers, &oc.

THE original orthography of this parith feems to have
been Marie cultura.——1It is of an oblong form; 6
Englith miles in length, and 2 in breadth; -extending from
the river Dee to the Grampian mountains. The foil on the
_river fide is naturally thin and fandy ; on the rifing midland it
becomes deeper and blacker, with a bottom of clay in fome
parts; and more fouthward, the ground turns fwampy, turfy,
and mofly. The extremitics of the parifth are in fome places
rocky hills and moffes ; in others, green hills with large ftones,
rufhy muirs, and-heath, Indeed the whole diftriét is rocky
and ftony, except fome {mall haughs and dales on the river
fide 5 and thoroughly to improve, inclofe, and render tolera-
bly fertile, a picce of wafte ground here, may be almoft term-
¢d a new creation. The old farms extended acrofs the whole
breadth of the parith, from the Dee to the Grampians, by which

means every tenant had a portion of all the different foils.
The
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The Dee, which wathes the north fide of the parith for a-
bove 6 miles, is famous for its falmon, which are caught by
flat-bottomed fkiffs and nets. There are § falmon-fithings in
the parith.——This ftream frequently overflows its banks,
particularly in May and June, after a fnowy winter, which
often damages the fown land: but the moft hurtful floods ua
fually happen in September, when they carry off great quans
tities of cut grain, and level the ftanding corn among the fand.
A remarkable flood occurred on the 17th September, 1768,
by which many fuffered confiderably.——There is a ferry for
horfes, carriages, &c. oppofite to thé manfe.

Rent, Natural Produflions, &'c.—Including the farms in
the pofeffion of the heritors, and the fithings, the rent of the
whole parith will amount to L. 1000 fterling. There are 28
ploughgates of land in this diftri® ; 20 of which belong to
one heritor, and other two gentlemen have 4 each. Black
cattle have been fed here, that fold from L. 20 to L. 2§ each.
The produce of the parith more than fupplies the inhabitants
with provifions. The old rents were made up of money, meal,
bear, fheep, hogs, lambs, poultry, butter, eggs, and manual
fervices; but, of late years, thofe talled ipfa corpora are all
converted into money.—Red and white clover and rye-grafs
are fold by many of the farmets, as alfd turnips. Some of
the beft arable land is let at 208. and fome of the worft paf-
ture at gd. per acre.——In the minifter’s glebe is a quarry of
granite. A large portion of the parifh is covered with wood.
In Kingcaufie-wood are fome deer of the roe kind, of a fmall
fize, increafing in number every year.—The parifh in general
is uninclofed. The people are convinced of the advantages of

inclofing, but have ncither money, nor length of leafes, fuffi+
cient for that purpofe.

Vor. VI. L Manufallures,
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Manufa8ures.——Spinning and knitting worfted ftockings
is the general employment of all females from 7 years old and
upwards. 'The combed wool for that purpofe is given out by
hofiers from Aberdeen, in different parts of the parifh, on cer-
tain days, called Fattory Days, on which alfo the wrought
ftockingsare received. Each pair cofts, for fpinning and knit-
ting, from 1. to 3s. 6d. the cheapeft are accounted the moft
profitable, both to the worker and the merchant.— The com-
mon fuel is peat and furze, but the peat-mofies are now quite
exhaufted. Peats are bought in Fettereflo parith, at the rate
of 15, a fmall cart load : coals can be got cheaper in Aber-
deen ¥,

Sa

" Population.—The ftate of the parifh, as to population, is as
follows :

Difcharged foldiers 3

Number of foulsin 1755 746

: 1790 630 Chelfea penfioners 2
Males 280 Roman Catholics 25
Females 350 Epifcopalians 8
Taylors Seceders 2
Weavers 10 Annual average of births 16
‘Wrights 3 of deaths 1t
Norfolk plough-wright 1 ——— of marri-
Sailors 4  ages ) 5
Shoemakers 4 Married men 120
Gardeners 4 Batchelors and widowers 14

Inhabited

® The prices of provifions are the fame as at the Aberdeen market. The
day’s wages of a common labourer are from 8d. to 10d; of houfe carpenters,
10d. to 1s; and of taylors, 6d. and victuals, Male fervants receive from L. §
to L.6; female ditto, L, 2, and upwards, per. ann. Male fhearers, from 20s.
te 30s. female ditto, from 1gs. to 208 for the barveft feafon.
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Inhabited houfes 145 Coach 4
Ploughs 36 Heritors

Carts 40 to 50  Minifter’s family (not in- .
‘Waggon 1 cluded above) 34

This parith was more populous 70 or 8o ‘years ago than it
is at prefent. This decline of population is owing to the
failure of peat and turf for fuel, and the removal of feveral
perfons from hence to Aberdeen, with the view of getting
conftant employment. '

Stipend, School, Poor.——The value of the living will be
from L. 70 to L. 75 fterling, including a glebe, 10 acres of
which have been rendered arable by the prefent incumbent,
at a great expence.——The minifter, for fome years paft,
has kept an academy, taught by two of his fons ; at which are
ufually from 20 to 26 young gentlemen, fome from the Weft
Indies and America, and others from England.—The poor
receiving alms conftantly, are from 30 to 35, and feveral are
occafionally relicved: the fum of colle&tions, annual-rents,
and penalties, for their ufe, is from L. 30 to L. 38 per annum,
of which about L. 4 is colle€ted for, and given to the infir
mary of Aberdeen. In 1982 and 1783, many lived very
fparingly and hardly in this parith: the 'kirk-feffion bought

meal and peafe repeatedly at Aberdeen, when they could be . .

got, and diftributed or fold them out at reduced rates ; but
the people have not yet recovered the extraordinary ftrefs and
expence of thefe years. The heritors are always doing good,
and contributing to the relief of the diftrefled.

Mifcellameous Obfervations.——The people are generally fo-
ber and induftrious; and muft be ccconomical, as they can-
L2 not
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not afford luxuries. Some are 6 feet 2 inches in height; and a
man who died lately, was 6 feet 7 inches high. A widow
woman died laft year aged 102, and a man lately at the ad-
vanced age of 104.——Potter’s-carth is found in the parith,
== The road along the fouth fide of the Dec is in general
good.—The ftatute labour is bath exa&ted in kind, and com-
mauted for moncy,—No turnpikes are nceded or withed for in
the pan(h,

NUMBER
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NUMBER XIL

PARISH OF DAVIOT.

(PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH, COUNTY AND SYNOD
OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mz. ROBERT SHEPHERD.

~——*—

Extent, Surface, and Soil.

THE parith of Daviot, ftrictly fo called, extends to about

3% miles in length, and 2 in breadth. But feveral
lands in the parifhes of Chapel and Fyvie, were, in the end of
laft century, annexed to it, guaad facra, by act of Affembly;
fo that the whole, under the minifter’s charge, is nearly g
miles in length and 4 in breadth.——The foil of the parith is
various, confifting partly of ftrong clay, partly of rich loam,
but in general fertile. Its expofure is chiefly to the S. and
S. E. and there are few hills in the parith.

Number of Inbabitonts.ew—The return to Dr Webfter in
1755, was 975 fouls ; the number of inhabitants in the pro-
per parith of Daviot is nearly 700, but in the whole parith
under the minifter’s charge, 900 : of thefe, 40 arc Epifcopa~
lians,

Rent
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Rent aud Size of Farms, —The,whole rents of the parifh
are above L. 950 fterling. The valued rent is L. 2250 Scotch.
The rent of the farms is from L. 10 to L. 6o fterling ; and
the fize from 20 to 100 acres. There are above 500 acres

. inclofed. The new hufbandry begins to take place of the old,

s

but a regular rotation of crops is not yet eftablithed. One of
the heritors buys yearly from the Weft Highlands a good ma~
ny cattle, which turn out uncommonly well when put into

. his rich inclofures. Owing to this circumftance, however, it

i impoflible to give an exat number of the cattle, as this fluc-
tuates very much, there being at prefent not 40 cattle where
there were about 300. There are about 20 acres of turnips,
and 300 acres of fown grafs, fome of it very old and rich.,
The inhabitants raife a good many potatoes for private ufe.
——The time of fowing oats is from the middle of March to

.the end of April; of fowing bear, from the middle to the end

of May; and of fowing turnips, the firft three weeks of June :
flax of late has been introduced, and is fown in the beginning
of May.—Harveft continues from the middle of Auguft to the
middle of September.——The principal manure ufed in this
diftrict is lime, which is partly Englith lime, from Aberdeen
and Newburgh, and partly Scots, from Udny and Pitmed-
den. .

Manufallures, ¢'c.——There is a licenfed diftillery, and a
flax, malt, and barley-mill, all which have good employment ;
and the knitting of ftockings is general in the parifh.———There
are few good houles in the parifh, but fome good houfes have
been built for the diftillery and mills before-mentioned.
The principal fuel is peats from the mofs, and turf from the
muir.——There are two Druids temples, one of which makes
part of the church yard.

Heritors.
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Hmlor:.—There are 4 heritors in the parith ; of whom one
refides.

Ecclefiaftical State.~This parifh was formerly a parfonage
or prebend in the diocefe of Aberdeen, and was given as an
alm’s gift by Malcolm Canmore to the Bifhop of Aberdeen.
—The ftipend was lately augmented, and is now three chal-
ders of vitual, and L. §3:6:8 fterling.

Mifcellancous Remarks.—The people are in general fober, ine
duftrious, and peaceable, and contented with their fituation.
—The advantages are carly harvefts, good foil, and the induf-
try of the people; the difadvantages are fhort leafes, diftance
from lime, (from Aberdeen, twenty Englifh miles), and want
of encouragement to improve on any large fcale.

Longevity.—One perfon in this parifh died at the age of 1133
ber fon is now 100, and in good health. The late mcumbent
at Daviot was about §6 years minifter. At the time he was
50 years minifter of this parifh, there were four elder mem-
bers in the prefbytery of Garioch, the eldeft of whom was in
the 61ft year of his miniftry, and other two lived till they
were 6o years minifters of the Eftablifhed church. It is firong
evidence of the healthy climate of the Garioch, that out of
15 members of prefbytery, the 5 oldeft upon the roll lived to -
be all of them nearly, and fome of them above 6o years mi-
nifters, and from 8o to 9o years old.

NUMBER
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NUMBER. XL

PARISH OF BALQUHIDDER.

(PRESBYTERY OF DUMBLANE, SYNOD OF PERTH
AND STIRLING, COUNTY OF PERTH.)

" By the Rev. MR. DUNCAN STEWART.
i i .

’Nﬂm' EKM, ."d s’i]-

BALQUHIDDER, in the Celtic language, meaas 3
" Village upon wbich five Glens open, or a Village in
the centre of five Glens.——It is an inland and highland pa-
rith of about 15 computed niiles in length, lying from E.’S.
to N. W, and the greateft breadth is about 7 miles. The
moft confiderable part of the parith confifts of hills, which in
general are very fteep and high, partly cavered with heath,
but moftly green, the heather of late years having been much
deftroyed by the fheep manure. The foil upon the declivity
of the hills is for the moft part deep and dry, and produces ex-
cellent pafture for black-cattle and fheep, -but from the height
and fteepnefs of the hills, feems particularly fitted for the lat-
ter. Part of the hill ground is fwampy, producing fprots and
ftrong grafs,'fit for ftanding winter ftorms. The flat part of the
parith is narrow ; the foil of which is partly a light loam made
up of fand and clay, carried down with great rapidity by the

3 torrents
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torrents from the adjacent hills, and partly four and mofly,

" which is very level, a great part of it being covered by three
lakes. :

Lakes, Inundations, and Fifb.——The lakes are Lochddine,
Lochvoil, and one half -of Lochlubnaig. In time of floods,
the intermediate grounds, both meadow and arable, are al-

moft wholly inundated, fo as to form one continued fheet

of water about 12 miles in length. There are, perhaps,
10 or 12 fuch floods in a year. When any of them happen
in the months of Auguft or September, which is often the
cafe, they occafion very confiderable damage. Thefe lakes
are conne&ed by the river Balvag, and are one of the fources
of the Teith, which pafles through Callendar of Monteith, and
runsintothe Forthnear Stirling. Thefe lakes and river abound in
common-trout, bull-trout, and jar, allof an excellent quality 3
a few falmon appear in the proper feafon, and great numbers
in fpawning-time. The trout is in greateft perfe&ion in A«
pril and May; the jar in Auguft. There is a confiderable fall
at a fmall diftance from the foot of Lochlubnaig, where, by
cutting fome feet of rock, carrying forward the level, deep-
ning a few fords, and ftraighting the courfe of the river,.it is
likely a confiderable quantity of ground might be gained from
the lakes, the overflowing be greatly prevented, orat any rate
more fpecdily carried off. Mr Buchanan of Achlethie, a cone
fiderable heritor in this parifh, and an enterprifing and fuc-
cefsful improver, has this fcafon begun to cut the rock near
the foot of Lochlubnaig : if all the other heritors concerned
will heartily co-operate, it is to be hoped the good effe@s will
foon be vifible on thefe often deluged lands. The plan pro-
pofed feems rational and equitable, viz. that the different proe
prictors upon the fides of thefe lakes and river, thould bear the

expence in propestion to the benefig which fhall eventually ac-
Vor. VI M crug
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crue to cach. The only other lake in the ‘parifh is the head
‘or weft end of the beautiful Lochearn.

Hills, Woods, ¢’c.—The hills in the N. E. and W. end of
the parifh are partly rocky, but, upon the whole, it cannot be
faid that much furface is loft either by rocks or barrennefs of
foil. ‘The higheft hills are the fouth point of Benmoir, which,
according to Mr Stobie, is 3903 feet above the level of the fea,
and the weft fide of Benvoirlich, 3300 feet in height.

According to tradition, all the lower grounds, and the foot
of the hills in this parifh, were formerly covered with woods,
And in the moffes there have been found large trunks of oak,
aller, and birch. There is now little more of oak and birch
than ferves the inhabitants for roofing their houfes, and for
the utenfils of hufbandry. At the laft cutting, the oak-wood
fold at L. 1400 fterling, chiefly for the fake of the bark.

There are fome appearances of lead-ore, on the property of
Mr Drummond of Perth, in this parifh: feveral trials have
been made, but no proper vein difcovered. There is abun-
‘dance of limeftone of eafy accefs, in different parts ; but fuel
for burning is fcarce.

Climate and Difeafes.—The air is moift, the climate being
'very rainy, owing to the great height of the hills which break
the clouds, though at a confiderable diftance from any fea.
‘The heavieft rains come by the S. and S. W, winds in fummer
"and harveft ; and the fevereft ftorms in winter and fpring are
fror: the N. E. The moft frequent difeafes are fevers and
rheumatifins, probably owing to the variable climate, (the
- “tranfitions from heat and cold being fudden and irregular), to
fcarcity of fuel, damp houfes, and the people wearing the famg
"kind and quantity of clothes in fummer as in winter. After all,
the climare cannot be called unhealthy. There are feveral in the

 § . ya;i_(b
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farith juft now above 8o years of age, and there have been
different inftances within the laft 20 years of perfons dyxng 2
bove 9o yearsohd. .

Number of Horfes, Cattle, Sheep, &c.~-The number of.

horfes isabout 170 ; of black cattle, about 800 ; and of theep,
18,000. The fheep are mottly of the ftrong black faced fouth
country breed. The fize and hardinefs of the aniinal feem to
have been more attended to than the quality of the fleece, the
wool being long and coarfe. The average price of white wool
-unwathed, for fome years paft, is 7s. 3d. per ftone, tron
weight, and of the layed or tarry wool, §s.3d. per ftone. If
the quality of the wool could be improved without diminithing
the fize of the animal, or making it lefs able to endure cold in
any period of its exiftence, it would greatly increafe the value
©of lands in this parith. The only objetion, which feems well-
Founded, to an attempt towards meliorating the wool in this clia
mate, arifes from this circumftance, that all the fine-wooled
kinds of fhep are bate or fhort in the pile when dropt ae lambs.
The month of April and the beginning of May, which is the
lambing feafon, are in this climate cold and often rainy ; whence
it is believed, that the rough or coarfe wooled lambs alone
could ftand the weather. It will not be proper to have the
Jambing feafon more advanced in fummer, becaufe neither the
lambs nor their dams will, in that cafe, be fuﬂicicngly ftrong and
hearty to bear the feverity of the enfuing winter. The car-
cafe of a wedder, when three years old, commonly weighs a-
bout 40 Ib. Dutch weight, and has from 4 1b. to 6 1b. of tal.
fow, when fit for flaughter, towards the end of September.

Population, &c.— According to the returns to Dr Webfter,
the number of fouls was 1592 ; at prefent it has decreafed to
ebout 1300. The annual average of baptifms for 6 years,

Ma B preceding
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preceding 1790 Was 543 of burials, 253 and of marriages,
13+ The natural {mall-pox was very mortal in winter 1786 and
1787. Five children in one family were cut off by this dread-
ful malady in the courfe of one ‘week : this havoc alarmed the
neighbourhood, and introduced inoculation with fuccefs.
There are 14 heritors, of whom 6 for the moft part refide.
The number of ploughgates of old extent is 6o; 16 of which,
both hill and dale, are now let in fheep-walks to 8 tackfmen :
thefe were formerly occupied by 5o tenants, befides a number
of cottagers ; the remaining 46 ploughgates are divided among
a number of {mall tenants, 3 and fometimes 4 to each plough.
Upon each farm, befides the tenants, there are vne or two
cottagers, confifting of weavers, taylors, dyke-builders, and old-
women *. Thereis 1 writer in the parifh ; and 3 ftudents of
philofophy from it attend the college of Glafgow.

Villages.—There are two villages in their infancy, one near
the head of Lochlubnaig, and the other at the head of Loch-
earn, both upon the military road leading from Stirling to
Fort William. The laft is extending rapidly ; tHe houfes of it are
all built with ftone and lime, by the fides of the road. Each
houfe-holder has a few acres of land, partly arable and partly
in a ftate of nature, capable of being made arable : thefe the

different

* Moft of the tenants keep a maid-fervant for the purpefe of fpinning
woolen -and linen yarn, for cloathing the family, and for fale; and for oute,
work in the feafon of peats cafting, and of hay and cona-harveft, whofe years
fy wages are about L. 3 fterling. There are few men-fervants employed, ex-
cepting herds, who, befides their maintenance, are allawed for their wages or
fee to keep from 40 to 60 breeding cwes with their mafter’s flock 3 the pro-
fits of which are from L. 8 to L. 15. fterling commonly. The wages of men
labourers per day, arc from 10d. to 15d. without meat, and from 6d. to gd.
per day with meat; carpenters get 10d, mafons 1s. 2d. taylors 6d. with their

i
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different poficflors are induftrioufly improving, by draining,
blowing, and digging up large ftones to be ufed in inclofing
their differentlots. This muft foon produce a different face
to thefe lands, and, in the meantime, gives the traveller the
pleafant idea of the progrefs of cultivation in this quarter.

Divifion of Lands, Rent, and Crops.—~There is no part of
the parith in common ; the marches of each proprictor are
known, and, with few exceptions, the marches of each farm
are diftinétly marked. Every farm has what is called a head-
dyke, which divides the hill-pafture where the horfes, yeld-
catle, and fheep of the farm, range, from the arable and
meadow ground, and pafture of the milch-cows. Moft of
the farms are divided from each other by march-dykes ; thefe,
with a head-dyke on one fide, and the lake or river on the other,
compleatly inclofe the farms: fome of them are fub-divided.
The rent of the hills is from 1s. to 3s. for the grafs of every
fheep. Where there are feveral fmall tenants upon one farm,
the farm is (what they call) fowmed ; which means, that the
number of cattle it can properly maintain or pafture, is afcer-
tained, that none of the tenants may exceed his juft propor-
tion, nor over-ftock the farm. The rule in fouming is, 4
fheep equil to 1 cow, and 8 fheep equal to ¢ horfe. The
meadow and arable land lets from 3. to 1gs. per acre. The
rent of the whole parith is L. 2600 ftesling. The extent of
the arable and meadow grounds, bears but a very fmall pro-
portion to that of the hills. The crops are oats, bear, pota-
toes, and flax. The returns from oats are very inconfiderable,
generally 2, feldom 3 or 4; of bear, from 4 to 6 ; of flax, about
1 of a ftone, tron-weight, from a lippie of feed, allowing
it 200 fquare Scotch yards of ground. The returns from po-
tatoes are from 15 to 20 bolls. Moft of the inhabitants fubfift
for breakfalt and fupper upon this ufeful root for at leaft 6

months
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imonths in the year: they commonly eat it with milk, and ufe
1t for bread to dinner with beef and murton.

There arc 4 mills for dreffing flax; the average dreft for
6 years paft, is al;out Goo ftones.

No green crops ate raifed, excepting upon the farm of E-
dinample, by the proprictor, who farms, according to fyftem,
an excellent foil, lying upon limeftone. The crops raifed in
the parifh are by no means fufficient for the confumpt of the
inhabitants : about one-fifth part of the vat-meal ufed, is im-
ported. The price of provifions is regulated by the Stirling
market, with the addition of the expence of carriage, and a
Tmall profit to the retailer.

Imports and Experts.—The imports are, oat-meal, {mafl
carly oats for feed, tar and butter for {mearing their fheop,
which praftice of late has become very general, being found
of great benefit by ‘defending the animal from cold, and im-
proving the quality of the wool. The exports are, theep to
the Glafgow and Edinburgh markets, and alfo to England.
For Tome yeats paft there has been a great demand for fheep-

* hogs and lanibs from the Weft and North Highlands, but it

Is decreafing, as thefe lands are mow moftly fupplied from ad-
jacent farms that arc already ftocked: as a neceffary confe-
. quence, lambs are falling in price, which muft foen affet the
value of fheep farms in this country, aimoft all of them being
“at prefent ftocked with breeding ewes. The returns from a
wedder ftock will not dfford the rent at which many of thefe
"farms are niow let, A few black cattle are fold for winterers.
A confiderable quantity of wool, both white and tarry, un-
‘wafhed, is annually exported.

"Church, Poor; and Schools.—The church was repaired and

the manfe bullt in x774. There are no fe&aries of any deno-
) mination
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mination in this parifh. The value of the living is L. 80, all
in money, befides the glebe, which is of no great value, moft
of it being either rocky or marfhy ground. The Duke of A-
thol is patron *.

There are from 20 to 30 for fome years paft upon the
poor’s roll 5 the only funds for fupporting thefe, are the Sun-
day colle@ons, and the intercft of a fmall fum accumulated
from a few particular donations, and the furplus of the Sun-
day colleions. This fum has increafed within thefe 18 ycarg
from L. 25 to L. 100 fterling. There are two general diftri.
butions in the year, to fuch as can travel through the parith,
for purchafing fhoes, &c. and frequently to thofe who ae
confined by age or diftrefs.

Befides the parochial fchool, there are other two charity-
fchools in the parifh, with finall falaries from the Sogiety fog -
Propagating Chriftian Knowledge in Scotland. One of thefg
is at Lochearn-head, the other about the middle of Strathire ;
thefe are upwards of 6 miles diftant from one another; and
each of them about 5 miles from the parochial fchool. There
are fram 60 to 80 fcholars commonly in each of thefe fchapla,
‘during the months of December, Janyary, February, and
March. ‘Towards the end of Spriné, moft of the boys go to
the low conntry, where they are employed in herding till the
enfuing winter ; and, befides gaining a fmall fee, they haye
the advantage of acquiring the Englith language.

_ Mifeellaneous Obfervations,—The language of the common
people is the Celtic 1, but moft, (if not all of them), can
buy

® Mr Robert Kirk, onc of the mnben&'s pmkceﬂ'ou gavethe firft ver-
fion of the pfalms in the Gaclic language.

1 The pames of places are evidently Celtics a5, Edimomple, which wmeans,
Facing
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"buy and fell and tranfa& bufinefs with their low-country
acighbours in Englith.

The militaryroad from Stirling to Fort William paffes through
this parith 10 miles; 8 of which have lately been put in excellent
repair at the expence of Government; 2 miles are ftill very
bad, and there is fo much up and dewr: hill in the prefent di-
retion, that it cannot be made a tolerable road for carriages.
An alteration in the line has been propofed, which has this
feafon been infpé&ed and approved of by Colonel Montgome-
ry; and it is hoped will be executed next fummer. As the com-
munication by Glenco and the ferry of Balachoalith to Fort
William is now opened, when the alteration near Lochearn-
head is made as propofed, the whole line from Edinburgh to
Fort William or Appin, will be cafy and comfortable. There
are feveral lines of communication through this parith, which
are yet only formed by the ftatute fervices. As thefe fervices
are now converted into moncey, there will be a fund, which, if
properly managed, will in a few years make thefe roads tole-
rably good. There are 2 excellent bridges, one of 3 arches, the
other of 2, built about 10 years ago upon the water of Bal-
vaig; and § bridges were built this year upon rapid burns in
different parts of the parith by fubfcriptions in the country,
with a fmall aid from the county funds.—Good roads and eafy
accefs to markets are to be numbered among the advantages of
this parith. Want of manufa&tures, and fcarcity of fuel, are

. its

Facing a Pool or Lake ; Glewegil, & Glen covered with young Wood § Strarb-
ire, 8 Warm Strath; Achtw, a Plhain growing Sprots; Glesiuckie, the Glea
of Male-Deer or Hagts; Lechiabneig, 2 Winding Lake ; Stronwer, a Promon
tory or Nofe of & Hill; Gartwofuert, the Field of Cold Streams; Muriages,
Large Hollows ; Monechaltuoroch, 8 Woody Hill facing the North; Mowse
chalmore, a large Woody Hill; Tewerchermaig, the Conflux of the Water of
Hevodd; Drumiich, the Ridge of a Hill; Blarerioch, MarcheField; Innersen-
#, the Conftux of the Black Water,
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its ptincipal difadvantages. Peat is the only fuel ufed here, .

and is, befides, of fo difficult accefs, that moft of the inhabis
tants carry [ome coal from Bannockburn, a diftance of about
30 miles.

The people are, in general, lively, intelligent, fond of news,

and hofpitable to ftrangers. Few of them are rich, and not °

many of them poor : upon the whole, they live comfortably.
The confequences of the civil war in 1745 may'with juftice
be reckoned the caufe of their civilization. Till that sra, ma-
ny ftrong traces of the feudal fyftem, with its peculiar difad-
vantages, remained. The men in general are from g feet g
inches, to g feet g inches high, tight, and well-looking : the
women, from § feet to g feet 6 inches, not remarkable for their

looks ; they rather exceed their circumftances in drefs before
marriages

Yor. V1, N NUMBER
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NUMBER XIV.

PARISH OF NEW CUMNOCK.

(COUNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF AIR, SYNOD OF
. GLASGOW AND AIR.)

By the Rev. MR. JaMmes YouUNG.

Extent, Soil, and Climate.

THE name of the parifh, and of moft places in it, is de-

rived from the Celtic. The form is very much of an
oblong fquare, being 12 miles in length from E. to W. and
fomewhat more than 8 in breadth; and the whole fquare con«
tent of it may be above 100 miles, or §0,000 acres. At the
church the dale country terminates, and fouthwards the pa-
rifh is generally a pafture country for fheep. The foil is gene-
rally good and rough, and the hills are covered with green.
The air is generally healthful, witnefs the long lives of many
who have died above 9o, or near it, and fome now in the pa-
rifh have reached that period.

Springs, Rivers, and Lakes.—=In fuch a hilly country as
this, there muft be feveral mineral fprings, but they are not
much ufed. The river Nith takes its rife in the S. W. end,

and runs through the middle, of the parith. There are 3 lakes
on
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on the north fide, which run into the water of Lugar at Cum-
nock. There are feveral pikes found in this water ; and a-
bundance of trouts in the river Afton, which takes its origin
in theffouth part of the parith, and runs into the Nith near
the church. Thefe rivers are not navigable. The Nith, for 3
miles, runs in a ftraight wide plain with a fmall declivity;
which, in the opinion of fome, was formerly a marfh: on
both fides of the ftream in this plain there are fertile grounds
and meadows, but they are fometimes overflowed in fpeats.

Minerals.— There are various mines of ¢oal and lime, which
ferve the neighbourhood ; though little is confumed, owing
to the want of a navigable river; in which cafe, a greater eftate
would arife from them than from the furface of the land.
There is now a lead-mine working in Afton barony, about 3
miles S. W. from the church, in which a company of Quakers
have entered into a contra&t. Twenty miners are employed,
and more are expeted according to the apparent fuccefs. A
wodd mine was lately found on the eftate of the Earl of Dum-
fries. -

Population.— - According to the returns to Dr Webfter in
1755, the number of fouls was 1497 ; though, when the pre-
fent incumbent was fettled, about 1757, the number was little
more than 1000. It may now amount to about 1200, two
villages having been built near the church, and on Afton-wa-
ter, where there was but one houfe in 1757. There may be
40 births, near as many deaths, and about 10 miarriages, per
annum, There may be 80 farmers and ftorekeepers, and
more cottagers, 200 men-fervants, near as many women-fer-
vants, about 400 horfes, near 1000 milch-cows and their fol-
lowers. The number of fheep cannot be eafily gueffed at.

N2 Four
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Four or five of the lower kind of heritors refide in the parifh,
but the principal proprictors, who are General Stewart, Sir
Andrew Cathcart, Mr Rofs of Kerfe, Captain Maxwell, &c.
are non-refident, About 12 of the inhabitants arc Sece-
ders.

Produce,——The parifh produces chicfly bear and oats,
Abundance of potatoes are raifed, and moftly ufed for the
fupport of the inhabitants. Quantities of bear, cheefe, and
butter, are exported, and with them the farmers make up
their rents.  The crops are liable to feveral accidents when
the harveft is late, and fuffer much by early frofts, wildews,
and fhaking winds, efpecially in the marfhy and fluid grounds,
The harveft in 1790 was juft finifhing at the date of the mi-
pifter’s report, (9th November,)

Ecclepaflical State, &c.——This diftriCt was detached from
the parith o Cumnock, and formed into a feparate charge
about the middle of the laft century.—The. prefent in-
cumbent was fettled in 1757; and his predeceflor had the
charge no lefs than g4 years.——The Earl of Dumfries is
patron.—The living is L. 640 Scotch, including commu.
nion clements, one chalder of meal, and another of bear,
The glebe is greater than the legal fize, but lies open and
uninclofed, the high road paffing through the middle of it,
~———'There js an eftablithed fchool, endowed with a falary
of L.1co Scotch, confifting fometimes of 30, and fome-
times of 4o fcholars; but, as it cannot accommodate the
one half of the parith, feveral private fchools are kept
in diftant parts of it, About L. 26 fterling arifing
from the colle@ions at the church-doors, and the intereft of
L. 200 of capital ftock, is annually diftributed among the

paon
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" poor, who are not very numerous, though the parifh is of-
ten incumbered with indigent ftrangers. Near the
church ftood an old caftle, now entirely demolithed, which,

for fome centuries, was the property of the Dunbars of Moch-
Fum, ' : '

NUMBER
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‘NUMBER XV.

PARISH OF KIRKMICHAEL.

(PRESBYTERY AND COUNTY OF AIR, SYNOD OF
GLASGOW AND AIR.)

'By' the Rev. MR. JorN RaMsav.

Name, Surface, Soil, &c.

THE etymology of Kirkmichael, (the church dedicated to

St Michael), is obvious. The furface of the parith is
hilly, and, towards the fouth and caft, mountainous and
rocky ; moftly green, and of a clay foil, inclining to loam ra-
ther than to ftrong clay, upon a tilly bottom. There area
few patches of light gravellifh foil, in the form of conical hills;
and, on the banks of the rivers and burns, are fome flat dry
holms. . The ground is for the moft part arable, but turns
to the beft account, where there is a judicious mixture of til-
lage and pafture. The climate is rather variable and moift, ef-
pecially in autumn, and early in the winter. The people are
in general healthy, nor do any particular difeafes prevail,——
The water of Girvan runs through this parifh; and the river
Doon bounds it for feveral miles. The latter isa confiderable
ftream, well adapted for manufatures, being a large body of
pure, foft, limpid water, with many falls for machinery : by

3 a
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a fluice out ef Loch-Doon, out of which it iffues, the river
can be kept under perfect command, fo as neither to exceed
nor prove deficient in refpe&t of water.—The length of the
parith is g miles, and its breadth 4.

Minerals, Fuel, and Woods.—Freeftone is found in a few
places, but no regular quarry has been opened. A great
quantity of ‘moor-ftones are fcattered up and down the furface :
the grey granite chiefly prevails. Limeftone has been difco-
vered in feveral places, chiefly on the fouth, where there are
extenfive and valuable quarries of that ufeful article. No coal
has as yet been difcovered in the parifh, though there is an
appearance of it. The common fuel is coal, brought from 4
to 6 miles diftance, and cofting 3s. per ton .at the pit. An
ordinary farmer will confume 12 ton inayear. On 2 or 3
farms, peats are ufed in part. One hill is fuppofed to con-
tain lead : fome attempts were made to bring it to light, but
without fuccefs. Shell-marle has been dug out in a few pla-
ces, but in no great quantities. There are immenfe ftores of
hard marle, of various degrees of richnefs ; but, on account
of its being flow in its operation, and not admitting.of dif-
tant carriage, it bas been ufed only in the vicinity of the pit.
It would be a valuable treafure where lime is {carce. ——1In the
parith are many natural woods, chiefly of oak, afh, birch,
and alder, of great value to the proprietors, and very conveni-
ent for the country. . They are cut once in 40 years, though,
if they were properly managed when young, more crops
might be taken.

Produce, Inclofures, and Manure.—Of late, great quantities
of good oats have been raifed ; fome bear, a few peafe, and
little or no wheat. The culture of potatoes is well underftood,
and great crops are produced. Hitherto lint has appeared on-

ly
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ly in fome patches: turnips have been tried, but with no
great fuccefs, the foil being too wet, and the fervants have an
averfion to them, as they are thereby expofed to much cold
dirty worke Many of the farms have natural meadows, and
feveral farmers fow artificial grafes, both for pafture and hay.
In this remote part, hay cannot be fold to any great extents
About 30 years ago, the country was for the moft part unin
¢lofed : low ill paid rents, poor farmers, flarved carttle, puny
horfes, no carts, and fcarcely a tolerable inftrument of huf-
bandry, prevailed every where. Now the reverfe of all thefe
is the cafe. The farms, two or three excepted, arc now all
inclofed, and fubdivided ; the hedges in many places are ex-
cellent ftrong fences; the work of ditching and hedging is well
underftood, and generally well executed. A kind of ftone
fence, called Snap-dykes, peculiar to Carrick and the north
parts of Galloway, is admirably fitted for fheep parks; being
from 4 to 6 feet in height, ftrong and firmly locked together
at thetop. It cofts from 4s. to 7s. per fall of 18} feet.—
Lime, as a manure, is now very common, and is nfuall'y lLaid
out on the fward, at the rate of 100 to 160 bolls of powdered
lime, which cofts 6d. per boll at the kiln, on each acre, and
gives a good return (from 4 to 6 quarters) after the firft year.
Oats weigh, at an average, 36 lb. the Winchefter bufhel, and
are the general and moft profitable crop in this part. of the
country *.

Horfes,

® There is a method of preferving corn, peculiar to this part of the counv
try, aalled Rickling, thus performeds After the corn has flood fome days
in uncovered half ftooks, from 40 to 6o fheaves are gathered together, and
put up into a fmall ftack, (the theaves being fet up as eret ag they will ftick
together,) and covered with a large (heaf, as a hood, tied down with two fmall
ftraw ropes. It keeps corn and fodder to admiration. Scarcely any fpoilt
grain is heard of in this country ; though the climate is fo wet, that without
thi¢
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Hozfes, Catile, and Shesp.—For many years paft, few hor-
fes have been bred in this neighbourhood, the wafte being
chiefly fupplied from Ireland, though of late, owing to their
increafed price, fome of the farmers have begun to rear them,
and are well paid for their trouble, as home-bred horfes are
more profitable, and more to be depended upon, than foreign-
ers. Breeding cattle makes part of the bufinefs of almoft eve-
ry farmer : they are chiefly of the Galloway kind, fhort-legged,
long and decp in the body, broad above, withoutr horns, har-
dy, handfome, eafily fed, and tell well at the end of the ba-
lance. They are high priced to their fize, but fwell incredi-
bly when promoted to better paftures. The common breed of
cows are not remarkable for the quantity of milk they give,
nor is the dairy, as an article of export, much attend-
ed to in this part of the country, though good butter for
private ufe is made here. The manufa@ure of cheefe is not
underftood. At and above 4 years old, the bullocks and cut
queys aze driven to the Englith market, and fetch great prices.
Confiderable numbers of Highland and Scotch cows are fatted

Vor. V1. o for
this precaution, it weuld be difficult to preferve it at all in bad feafons. Itdoes
beft with (ort graffy corn, keeps the grain found, and the fodder fweet, and
prevents heating in the ftack.

There is a2 method of preferving beans, pratifed here for feveral years, al-
ways with fuccefs.  When cut, thoy are laid in regular handfulls, all one way,
sad fuffered to e 8 or 10 days upon the ground ; then two perfoas going to-
grther, each lifts & handful, and fets it down on the root end, the one op-
pofite to the other, fo as to be feparated at bottam, and to fupport each other
st top. The fame operation is repeated on the open fides, till it becomes a
round hulk, and more is added all round, till it ftands firm, always teking
care to keep the heap open below, to give it (tability, and to allow the air to
pofs. Itis wenderful how the hulks will refift very fevere blafts ; and the pre-
feat incumbent, in the year 1787, had two aeres of beans, which flood 44
days in the rain, without damage. When ready for ftacking, they are bound
with thumb ropes, and puton the carts,
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for home confumption.  All the black cattle, the milch-cows
excepted, lic in the ficlds the whole year round, and are fed
in winter with hay and ftraw. Few fheep are raifed in this
parifh : formerly every farmer had a flock which grazed pro-
mifcuoufly with his black cattle and horfes. As there were
no inclofures, and the ground overftocked, all were in pover-
ty, and in hard feafons numbers perifhed for want: now,
there is plenty of food both for man and beaft. Many of the
farmers keep a few fheep for their own ufe, but nothing like
a flock is to be feen except on two or three farms. Swine
have been tried, but generally given up.

Rent.—~The parifh, at a grofs computation, is fuppofed to
contain about 10,000 acres ; 1400 of which are under tillage,
the remainder in woods, hay, and pafture, Land lets from
35. to 108, per acre, on 19 years leafes.  The rents are genee
rally well paid. The valued rent is L. 3904 Scotch. The fta-

tute labour is commuted at the rate of 2§s. for each L. 100 of
valued rent,

ManufaBlures, Exports, and Mills.—Though there is not a
town, and fcarcely any thing that deferves the name of a vil-
lage, yet the parith is not altogether without manufa&ures :
feveral thoufand ells of plaiding are fpun-and wove init. In
this article the old'women, the wives of labourers, and the
women-fervants of farmers, are occafionally employed. The
raw undrefled plaiding brings from 7d. to 12d. per ell, and
is fold to merchants from Glafgow, at Ayr and Maybole fairs.
For fome months paft, the woolen manufaCture has been
greatly leflened, by the weavers being employed in weaving
muflins fent from Glafgow, the muflin being both a lighter
and more lucrative work.——The chief exports are oats, oat-
meal, black-cattle, woolen cloth, and from one diftrict, fome

butter



_of Kirkmichael. - 109

butter and cheefe. A goed many cattle are imported from the
muir countries and the Highlands, kept a year, and fent to
the Englith markets, or fold to Scotch butchers for the con-
fumption of the manufauring towns. Of late, the quanti-
ty of oats raifed, and of oatmeal exported, has been confide-
Table ; though formerly the inhabitants were often fupported,
during fummer, by importations from }\'cland and the north
of Scotland. In nothing has this part of the country received
greater improvement than in kilns and mills. Formerly the
latter were miferable machines, at which much time was cona
fumed, and the grain horribly abufed. ~Now, there are tyle
kilns at all the mills, and at many of the farm houfes. The
mills have excellent machinery, conducted by fkilful tradef- -
men, and grain is manufaCtured cheaply and profitably. As
good barley can be made in this parifh, as any where in the
kingdom. There is alfo an excellent lint-mill, which, it is hop-
ed, will encourage the growth of flax.

Roads.~This parifh is excellently accommodated with fine
gravel roads, owing to the public fpirit of ‘the heritors, and
their wifely forefeeing that it would eventually promote their
own intereft. About 20 miles of road have been made and
fupported for many years. In 1769, the heritors agreed to
borrow a fum to enable them to make the roads at once, and to
take the converfion-money, before mentioned, for their re-
payment, which was accordingly done. The benefit to the
public has been great, and the heritors have been repaid in part,
but not in full : if they fhould not receive full payment in fpe-
cie, they will eertainly be reimburfed by the increafe of their
rentals. There is not a turapike in the parith *.

02 Population.
~

® Among the improvements to be taken notice of in this parifh, the vifi-

: blo
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Population,—It appears probable, from feveral circumftan~
ces, that this parith was more populous half a ceatury age
thanit is at prefent. At that time, the farms were fmall, and
abounded with inhabitants, ‘When inclofing became general,
about 3o years ago, the farms were enlarged and made more
commodious. At firft, many of them were laid oat in paf-
ture, and committed to the managenient of one perfon. As
there was lefs country work, and few or no manufalures,
many of the old inhabitants were obliged to remove. So far
as the parith regifters are prefcrved, it appears, that there were
more marsriages and baptifms, previous to, and about that pe-
riod, than there have been ever fince 3 though the returns to
Dr Webfter from this diftri was only 710 fouls, whereag the
total number at prefent, is,

Inhabitants 956 Yearly average of burials 13
Married 294 Heritors refident 1
‘Under 10 233 non-refident [+
Between 10 and 20 219 Weavers, apprentices and
Above 20, unmarried 158  journeymen 20
Widowers 18 Carpenters, do. 14
Widows 34 Blackfmiths, do. 6
Yearly average of baptifms Shoemakers, do. 3
for 7 ycars, preceding Taylors, do, 4
1791, from the regifters 25 Mafons 3

e Of marriages ¢ .
Ecclefiafical

ble alteration in induftry, cleanlinefs, and comfort, that has beer introdnced
among the common people, is none of the leat. In many of the farmers
houfes, a man of good rank can be entertained and lodged very comfortably,
Clean houfes, dry warm beds, and plain wholefome well-dreffed food are come
mon here ; and, to increafe the relith of the whole, thereis generally a heare
ty welcome, and in many individuals alo a fund of rational, ufeful conver.

fation,
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Ecclefiaflical State, Schooly and Posr.—All the inhabitants
are of the Eftablithed Church. An éxcellent anid commodi-
ous church was built in 1787. The fipend, includihg an ale
lowance for communion clements, ameounts té 48 bolls of
meal, and L. 65 : 15 fterling,” in money, with a glebe of 14
acres, worth L. 16 per annum.——The king i$ pitron.
There is an eftablithed fchoolmafter, whofe falary is a2 pitiful
100 merks, paid by many different hands. It is to be regret-
ted, that an office fo laberious and ufefal thould bé fo meanly
provided for. The fchoolmafters certainly deferve compaf-
fion of the legiflatute, and it would be difgraceful to oppofe a
reafonable augmentation of their falaries.~~=-The poor, on
the parith roll, are from 16 to 20, very fcantily provided for
on the whole, a9 the funds for their fupport, arifing from the
intercft of fome mortified money, the colle@ions at the churche
door, and the fines of delinquents, amount only to between
L. 20 and L. 30 ger annum *.

My‘«l)am:

fation. ‘Thefe are folid proofs of the increafing improvements of the country,
thongh at the fame time it muft be owned, that what has been faid above is
not applicable to every individual.

® The daily wages of carpenters are 13. of taylors, 7d. and of mafons, xs.
viftmals included in each cafe; of day-labourers, from 8d. to 1s. in winter,
and from 10d. to 25d. in fummer. Men-fervants employed in hufbandry get
L. 7, and women-fervants L. 3 a year, with bed, board, and wathing. Wages
of every kind have rifen ons third at leaft within thefe 15 years. The farm-
ers employ two kinds of men-fervants, the one fuch as are called Cote-men,
whoare married, and live on the farm, who receive what is called a benefit,
vis, a houfe and yard, a cow keptin grafs and fodder, 6 and onc-half balls of
meal, liberty to plant a certain quantity of potatoes, from L. 4 to E. 6 in mo-
ney, and a flipulated meafure of fuel led home; worth in all from L.13 to
L. xg fterling. The other kind of men-fervants are unmarried lads, living in
the farmers houfes. The wifer farmers chufe a mixture of thefe; as the
cote-men arc feady, and the lads active. If the wages are higher than for~
- medy,
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Mifcellaneoss Obfervations.—The people are in general fober
and induftrious, and few have no vifible means of fubfift.
ence. Many of the farmers are refpeétable intelligent men,
who know they have a chara&ter as fuch in the country, and
are at pains to fupport it. They are generally folicitous to
give their children a good education; and there isa happy
profpe& in this corner, that many of the young people will
turn out fenfible ufeful members of the community. As to
their religious charater, there is certainly lefs apparent feri-
oufnefs, and lefs refpe to the external ordinances of religion,
than were to be feen in former times. It is to be regretted,
that a proper refpet to religion fhould ever be diminifhed :
it gives ground to fufpe& that there is not a real regard to it.
If this increafes, and becomes general, the confequences will
be dreadful. Morals, among the bulk of mankind, will ftand
upon a precarious foundation, as they will be without the re-
ftraints neceffary to keep them from going aftray.

There are only 3 public houfes in the parith: indeed one
might ferve all the purpofes of refrefhment.  'Whilky, fo pre-

valent

merly, much more work is done by the fame hands. Thrething in the morn-
ing is univerfally introduced, and winnowing at night, that the light of the
day may be employed out of doors. Such farmers as have large quantities of
grain, get it threthed at 10d. the boll, or Englith quarter.

Butcher meat of every kind, butter, cheefe, wool, and hay, are fold by the
tron ftone of 24 Ib. avoirdupoife. The meal flone weighs 17 1-half Ib. avoir-
dupois. The old meafures for the county have generally gone into difufe, and
the Winchefter bufthel is now univerfally ufed ; 8 bufhels make a boll of cats
and barley, and 4 buthels a boll of wheat, peafe, and beans; the potatoe
peck contains 8 Englith gallons. With refpeét to oats and barley, the prefent
meafure is confiderably better, and, as to wheat, peafe, and beans, it is
much worfe, than formerly.—— Beef, mutton, veal, and pork, fell for 6s the
flone, fowls for xod. and chickens 3d. each, butter 8d. and common cheefe
3d. halfpenny per lb. tron; good bear, 20s. good oats, 18s. peafe and beans,
14s the boll,
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wvalent in many places, is not efteemed a genteel drink in this
corner. The general beverage, of late, among the better fort
of farmers, is good porter, which th‘c;y find to afford nourith-
ment as well as chearfulnefs, when moderately ufed.

The language is a mixture of Scotch and Englith, without
any particular accent. In this diftri@, as in every other, there
are cgrtain provincial words and phrafes peculiar to itfelf. Tt
is probable that the Celtic was once the common language, as
many names of places in this parifh feem to be of that etymo-
logy.

It muft frike every one, that the advantagcs of this parifh
are very confiderable. There are good roads, great abundance
of wood, lime-ftone in different places,” immenfe funds of
hard marle, and coal at no great diftance. The difadvantages
it labours under are, the uncertainty of the climate, the unc-
qual and fteep Gituation of the furface in many places, and the
fpringinefs of the foil, the water often burfting out towards the
bafe of the hills, This laft mconvemcncy may, in a great
scafure, be remedied by draining.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XVL

PARISH OF STAIR,
. (PRESBYTERY, SYNOD, AND CQUNTY OF AIR()
e eeage—

Date of Ereition.

NTAIR was firlt creéted inte a parith in 1653, for the ac~
commodation of the noble family of Dalrymple of Stairx,
whofe refidence was a great diftance from Ochiltree, their pa-
rith church. With a view to this accommedation, that family
agreed to pay three chalders of vi€tual, one half of the ftipend
then allotted to the minifter. The other half was to be paid
by the parifh of Barnwell, then fupprefled and united to the
adjoining parifhes of Craigie and Torbolton. On account
of fome differences between the parties concerned in the
tranfaltion, and a wrong locality of the ftipend, the errors
of the firft ere&tion were reified by a new procefs in 1709,
when feveral lands were disjoined from, and others united
to, the parith, This new erefion, though it produced a
different locality, made no alteration in the fum of the fti-
pend; which, however fmall or inadequate to the fup-
port of a family, remains ftill unaugmented, though in fome

years it has produced no more to the incumbent than L. 35.

3 Extent,
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Extent, 8oil, Surface, {&'c.—This diftri& lies between the
rivers Air and Kill; and is ‘about 6 miles in length by 2 in
breadth, though at one place it is completely interfe@ed by the
parith of Ochiltree. The foil, that of fome fmall vallies along
the fides of thefe rivers excepted, is a fiff clay. The general
appearance of the parith, as well as the produtivenefs of the
foil, has been greatly improved fince the year 1935, when the
prefent incumbent was fettled. At that period, there was no
fence of any kind, excepting one fmall inclofure of fir near
Barfkimming, and fome coppices of natural wood. In fume
mer, the cattle were herded between the different corn fields 3
and in winter, they ranged at large over the whole country:
at prefent, every farm is inclofed and fubdivided ; and fo com-
pletely have the notions of the commonality changed in this re-
fpe&, that fcarcely any perfon will agree to take a farm, or pay
an adequate rent, unlefs the landsare properly inclofed: although
formerly their prejudices againft inclofures were fo violent, that
dykes and gateways were frequently broken down as foon as
ere@ed. This, the prefent incumbent had frequently the un-
happinefs to experience when he firft began to inclofe hil pro-
perty in this parifh, and in that of Coylton.

Heritors and Preduce.~The heritors are 6 in number. To
the alivity, exertions, and public fpirit of the four principal
ones, (Sir William Miller of Barfkimming, General Stuart of
Stair, Mungo Smith of Drongan, and the incumbent), is
chiefly to be afcribed the rapid improvement of agriculture in
this place, and the great increafe of the value of their own
cftates, whichare now fuccefively planted with thriving time
ber, inclofed and improved in a very elegant and judicious
manner. The grain raifed in this parith is, oats, bear, peafe,
beans, and wheat; turnips and potatoes are alfo cultivated.
This and the neighbouring diftris are remarkable for produs

Vou. VL. P cing




114 Statiffical Account

cing good cheefe and butter. The prafice of Laying down

-~

the land with artificial graffes, introduced by the incumbent in
1937, has contributed greatly to increafe the quantity, as well
a3 to improve the quality, of thefe articles of produce. To the
fame caufe is evidently to be afcribed the improvement which
has taken place in this diftri, with regard to the breed of
borfes and black-cattles. Both are incomparably better fed,
during winter as well as fummer, fince the introdu&ion of
thefe grafles. Inftead of the naked paftures upon which the
borfes were formerlydriven, the greater part,even of the fmalleft
farmers, have at prefent a {mall inclofure fown with red clover,
which is cut twice or thrice in the feafon, and given the cats
tle in the intervals of work. The fame expedient has alo
greatly increafed the food of the milch-cows; winter feeding,
however, is flill defetive in this neighbourhood, the foil be-
ing too wet for turnips. The incumbent has been generally
fuccefsful in recommending to the tenants to plant rows of
trees around their grafs inclofures, as a fhelter and ornament
go the ficlds.

Minerals.—The patith of Stair is exceedingly well fupplied
with fuel. On the lands of Drongan is an extenfive coalliery,
swhich has been wrought above a century, to the great benefit
of Air and the neighhourhood. On the property of the in-
cumbent are alfo two coallieries with fire engines, which pro.
mife a long and cheap fupply to the country of that neceflary
article of life. In the lands of Dalmore, upon the banks of
the river Air, is a fpecies of whetftons, well known in the
country by the name of the Water of Air Stone: it has been
exported to different parts of Europe and America, and has
been found preferable to every other ftone for fharpening edge
tools. Near the fame place is alfo a quarry of black lead, fpe-
cimens of which have been fent to Whitehaven, and have been,
« . fownd



of Seair.  © ‘11§

found to anfwer all the purpofes of that ufeful mineral. Oa
the lands of Dalmore have been found fome frata of copper
and antimony; which, from cxperiments alseady made, pro-
mife to be produtive of thefe metals, and at fome future pe-
riod may probably be wrought to advantage, No limeftone hes
yet been found in this parifh, though, from its abandance in
fome part of the country not far diftant, there is a probability
that the agriculture of thediftrit maybe ftill farther encouraged
by the difcovery of that article.

Mifeellancous Obfervations.~In 1755, the number of fouls
in this parifh was 369, now it is increafed to 518.—The church
was lately repaired, and is in good order. There is no manfe
at Stair, the prefent incumbent refiding at Gadgirth caftle, the
feat of the family of Chalmers, to which he fucceeded in 1748.
‘When he was firft fettled, the tenants and labourers were poor,
ill clothed, and worle fed ; the farm houfes were fmall, ill
furnifhed, and mean in their appearance. Notwithftanding
the advanced rents which they now pay, the tenants are in
much better circumftances, and their tafte for cleanlinefs, drefs,
and every decent accommodation, has increafed in proportion
to their wealth. The inhabitants in their morals are fober,
honeft, and induftrious; and, amidft all the animofities and
divifions which have arifen in this country, they have remained
ftcadily attached to the Eftablithed Churche There are two
turnpike roads in the parith ; and three bridges over the water
of Air; one of which was built in 1745 at a very confiderable
expence : another of them, erefted at the private coft of
the late Sir Thomas Miller, Lord Prefident og the Seffion,
near his houfe of Barfkimming, confifts of one arch, fpring-
ing on each fide from a perpendicular rock above 40 feet high.
This, with his extenfive plantations, and other improvementa
along the banks of the rivers, aided by the romantic beauty of

Pa the
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- theplace, forma landfcaperarelytobe met with in an inland fitu-
ation.—It is only fince the fettlement of the incumbent that the
ufe of waggons and carts has been introduced into this parith 3
formerly all the grain, manure, coals, and other articles, ufed

to be tranfported from one place to another in facks or in
creels, on horfes backs. '

NUMBER
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF RICCARTOUN.

(COUNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF AIR, SYNOD OF
GLASGOW AND AIR.)

By the Rev. Mgp. ALExanpEr Moobr.

Narme.
thcm'rorm is evidently a corruption of Richardtoun.
It is generally fuppofed to have been fo called from a
Sir Richard Wallace who lived in the vicinity of the village,
and who is faid to have been uncle to the celebrated patriot,
Sir William Wallace. Of his houfe no veftige now remains :
the place, however, where it ftood, is well known.

Extent, Soil, and Rivers.—~The parith is 6 miles long, and
on an average 2 miles broad. The village of Riccartoun is
within an Englith mile of the market place of Kilmarnock ;
and divided from the fuburbs of the town by Irvine water.
The foil of the parifh is, in general, a deep clay. The lands
are all arable and well inclofed, excepting a mofs which
may contain about 250 acres.

Irvine water, which runs through the parifh, has its fource
in the parith of Lowdon. Thete is alfo another fmallriver,called

the
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the water of Ceflnock, which runs through part of the parifis,
and, in one place, forms the boundary betwixt it and Galftomn.
Irvine-water produces excelleat trous. Sametimes falmon are
catched in it.

There is nothing peculiar in the climate of this parith. It
is fubje&, ‘along with the other parifhes on the weft coaft of
Scotland, to frequent falls of rain, The weather is thus, at
times, very variable; the inhabitants, neverthclefs, enjoy a
good ftate of health : nor are there any difeafes peculiar to the
parith.  Although there be not many inftances of people ar-
viving at a very great age, yet not a few reach theu- 6ath and
qoth year,

Population.—When the returns were made to Dr. Webfter,
the number of inhabitants in the parith amounted to 745 : they
are now increafed to 100o. The increafe has taken place in
the village,—~There has beea no regifter of burials kept in the
parifh for many years paft: the annual average of births for g
years preceding 1792, was 38 ; and of marriages, 13 %,

Rent.—The valued rent is L, 4000 Scotch. The real rent
will amount to upwards of L. 4000 fterling per snnum. Farmg
let from x5s. to 3os. per acre, and contain from 6o to 150 a~
cres each.—There are 8 large proprictors of lands in the pa-
vith, with a few {maller ones, Of the greater proprictors, 3
either canftantly or occafionally, refide in the parith.

Ecclefiaflical

* Men fRrvants wages are from L. 6to L. 9, per annum, Women fervants
wages from L. 3 to L. 4. Day labourers receive 14d. in fummer, and 1s. in
winter, without their meat, Taylors now receive 9d. 2 day, with their viftue
als, which is more than double what thoy got about 20 yeargago. Cargens
ters and mafons have ufually 30d.a day,
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Beclefaftical Btwte, Poor, ond Schul.—~There are very few

Seceders, and no Roman Catholics in the parith. Before the
year 1648, there was only one minifter for the parifhes of Ric
cartoun and Craigie. A disjun&ion of the parithes was then
smade, and a minifter fottled in each. The church of Ricca
toun was almoft wholy rebuilt in the year 1772, and is in to-
lerably goed repair. The manfe was lately.rebuilt. The pa-
tron of the parith is Bir William Cuningham of Capringten,
Bart. The ftipend is 5 chalders of vi€tual, meal and bean
1.. 340 Scotch in money, with a glebe containing 8 acres of a«
rable land. .

The poor in this parith are, at prefent, but flenderly fup-
ported. Almoft the only fund for maintaining them arifes
from the valuntary contributions of the people at churche A
confiderable fum of money which belonged to them was, fome
years ago, loft by the failure of a mercantife company. The
number of poor is fortunately not great. There are only at
prefent upon the roll 15 perfons, none of whom are permitted
tobeg. About L. 24 may be yearly collefted.

The fchool here is very well attended. The people are, in
general, defirous to give their children all the education which
their circumftances will permit. The encouragement how-
ever, is not great, the falary being only 100 merks. The was
ges are for teaching Englith 1s. 6d. for writing, 2s. and fot
arithmetic, 2s: 6d. per quarter.

Crops.—The principal crops raifed in the parifh are oats and
bear : the farmers find from experience that the foil is much
more favourable for producing oats. 'Till within thefe few
years little or no wheat was fown in the parith; a confiderable
number of acres are now, however, fown yearly with wheat,
which, when the ground is well prepared, fucceeds very wells
The ufcful praltice of fummer-fallowing is much more com-
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mon than it was fome years ago. Peafe and beans are alfo
fown, and fometimes prove a very profitable crop.

Mifcelloneous Obfervations.~—At the village there is 2 mount
of confiderable bulk, the greater part of which appears to be
artificial. On this, as on many others of the fame kind, our an-
ceftors met for diftributing juftice.—The people arcin gene-
ral {fober and induftrious. The tradefmen in the parifh are, with
a few exceptions, cither fhoemakers or weavers,.——This dif-
tri& enjoys many natural advantages.. Limeftone is found in
great quantitics. The parith is alfo well fupplied with coal at
a reafonable price. The coal belonging to Sir William Cun-
ingham of Caprington, is juftly efteemed the beft in Ayrfhire.
Great quantitics of blind-coal have of late been raifed in the
parifh ; carried by land to Irvine, and thence exported to Ire-
land. It was propofed, fome years ago, to dig a canal from
Riccartoun bridge to join the fea at the Troon ; and it is to be
wifhed that this fcheme could be revived and carried into exe-
cution, as the benefits which would arife from it, particularly
to the proprietors of coal, would be very great.

NUMBER



of Mostgubitter. 121

NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF MONTQUHITTER.

(PRESBYTERY OF TURRIFF, S¥NOD AND COUNTY OF
ABERDIIN.)

By the, Rev. Mp. ALEXANDER JOHNSTON,

et et

Nﬂﬂtg Exfﬂlt, s.‘.l, &’:‘0

MONT@HHTER, i ¢. the Place for enfnaring the

Deer, was disjoined from the parith of Turriff in the
year 1649, and received its name from the farm whereon the
church was built.—.From E. to W. Montquhitter cxtends a~
bout 6 Englith miles,~from S. to N. about g,—and from
S. E. to N. W. about 10§ miles. The number of acres is
therefore great, but they have not been afcertained, unlefs on
a few cftates, by the land furveyor. Asit abounds with large
tra&ts of mofs, and with hills of moderate height covered with
heath, the general appearance is dark and forbidding, until the
eyt is diverted to thefe extenfive fields which the hand of in-
duftry has reclaimed and enriched by tillage.—By the fide of
rivulets, the ground is generally red, deep, ftrong, and cold,
producing luxuriant crops which feldom arrive at full maturity.
The dry foil, when of a red or black colour upon a ftratum of

deep and pebbly clay, repays, when properly cultivated, by rich
Vou. VI crops
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crops of grain and grafs, the toil and expence of the hufband-
man. Large tralts of inferior quality have been improved to
good account by lime and water; but traéls, ftill more extenfive,
of alight moorifh foil, being denied by nature a proper degree
of the vegetative principle, or having been reduced, by paring
and burning, to fterility, cannot be reclaimed on a thort leafe to
any advantage. It requires no lefs than 8o bolls of lime to fti-
mulate an acre of new foil.

Notwithftanding the extent of mofly and fmmpy ground,
the air of Montqubhitter parifh is pure and healthful. Thefe
fogs, called Mildews, though pregnant with mineral exhala~
tions, feem to be more pernicious to the vegetable than to the
animal tribes. The chin-cough, meafles, and fmall-pox, re-
turn periodically ; but the virulence of thefe diforders is now
greatly leflened by judicious management. Rheumat:fm, con-
fumption, and fever, are the difeafes which moft frequently
prevail : but, perhaps, no parith in the ifland can be pointed
out where health and longevity are more generally found.

Rivers, Minerals, Cattle, &'c.—Montquhitter parifh is wa-
tered by two fmall rivers, which receive the tribute of number-
lefs and copious fprings. One of thefe difcharges itfelf into
the Ythan: and the other, after affuming various names as it
pafles along, difcharges itfelf, near Turriff, into the Doveran.
Thefe abound with delicious fmall trout of the comnion kind.
During {pring and autumn large trout, of a red colour, pay
us a vifit; but, when thefe ftrangers have obeyed the impulfe
of the feafon, they again return to the nobler ftreams. The
trout, however, being much injured by the net, by the parti-
cles of lime wathed from our ficlds, and by the effence of fteep-
ed flax, are daily decreafing in number.

t Below a ftratum of pebbly clay, extenfive quarries of red.
* frecftone lic in the dire€tion of a plane, much inclined from .

E
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E. to W. This ftone, though much impregnated with jron ore,
tifes in large mafles, and is very fit for building. ,
The cattle formerly reared in Montquhitter parith were ge-
nerally {mall fized, though well fhaped and hardy, until a fu-
perior breed was introduced by the late Mr Cumine of Auch-
ry, to whom this parith juftly attributes its principal improve-
ments. Prior to this 2ra, cows, that yielded 4 pints of milk
in the day, were thought pretty good ; few male calves were
reared ; and the farmer generally bought his oxen (whereof 12
were commonly yoked in one plough) when young, in diftant
markets, and fold them, when old, at great difcount. Now,
cows give from 6 to 13 pints of milk in the day; male calves
are carefully reared ; and our farmers frequently fupply, with
labouring cattle, thofe diftriéts from which their fathers pur-
chafed their numerous and expenfive fets. Cows, according
to their weight and quality, fell from 4 to 8 guineas each, and
oxen fell from § to 10 guineas cach : fome oxen and cows far -

exceed thefe prices *. .
Q.2 Population,

® This parith can boaft of one cave only, the work of art, employed fora
purpofe inimical to focicty, and now deftroyed. Towards the clofe of laft
century, two young men, whofe connections and refidence were entirely un-
Jkoown, appeared at every public meefing. A country man, who obferved
fmoke rifing from a bank of mofs in a wild hollow, marked the place, and
sonveened the neighbours, who difcovered the mouth of a cave. In the cave
they found an old woman, who declared that the and her two fons had lived
there for fome years ;—that her fons had always fupplied her with provifions
of every kind ;—but that the was prevented by various motives from men-
tioning why fhe and they had fettled in fo clandeftine a mauner, and in fo fo-
fitary a place. ‘The woman thereafter lived and died in Montquhitter parifh ;
but ber fons, when their lurking-place was difcovered, left the country.——
Some people having been purfued near that hollow, and others, who were
known to have money upon them, having unaccountably difappeared, it was
fuppofed, that the Glanders (the name which the two young men affumed)
4ad lived by theft and robbery, wherewith they fcrupled not to affociate that
anf.l.
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Population.—=In 1755, the return to Dr Webfter from this
parith was 997 inhabitants. In 1947, the number of fouls
fell fhort of 800 ; but, fince that time, population has rapidly
increafed, partly by the pradtice of dividing large farme in or-

- der to accommodate fmall tenants, bue principally by the efta-
blithment of Cumineftown village, in 1763.

Number of foulsin 1776 1400
In the country 1136
Jn Cumineftown 264
Number of fouls in 1791 1470

In the country 1066
In Cumineftown 404
Famili¢s in do. 110
Males 171
Females 233
Under 10 86
From 10 to 20 'Ll
o 20 to §O 148
~— go to 70 76

70 to 100 18
Merchants 5
ManufaGurers 2
Handycraft{men 5t
Apprentices Vi
Servants ) 16
In the country, families 233
Males §10
Females 556

Under 10 152
From 10 to 20 192
~—— 20 to §0 498
50 to 70 168
= 70 to 100 s6
Merchants 6
Handycraftfmen & 41
Farmers 43
Houfehold fervants 2
Labouring, do. 170
Of the Eftablithed church 1400
Seceders . 5
Roman Catholics [
Epifcopalians 6o

Annual average of bap-
tifms for 7 years 35

——— —— — of buri-
als, do. 20

o e e e Of mar-
riages, do. 13
Heritors refident (1
—— non-refident 6
The

swiul attendant murder. Such is the force of early prejudice, that, for half
e century thereafter, Glanders’ hole and Glanders’ how, were marked with
dread by the older and weaker clafs of country people.,



- - of Montqubntter, . 128 |

The rage of emigration mever agitates the bofoms of the
people, and every hovel boafts a' fuitable inhabitant.——
Strangers, upon fettling here, find themfelves much at home,
and thofe who have been born in the parifh are fordly attached
to their native foil. ¢ How can [ live,” faid a poor fcllow,
not deftitute of gonius, who had wandered to Edinburgh in
fearch of bufinefs, ¢ oh! how can I live, out of the fight of
¢ the bonny parks of Auchry?” To the bonny parks of
Auchry his predominant paffion obliged him to return, and he
is now allive in encreafmg the population by a numerous fa-
mily.

Appearance and Charaer of the People, to'c.—The people
are generally middle fized, raw boned, finewy, and not 3 lit-
tle diftinguithed by the charaQeriftic feature of Scotland. Few
exceed 6 feet in height, almoft none are below  feet § fnches.
The men, for the moft part acute, fagacious, fober, induf-
trious, are now educated in a ftyle fuperior to their ftation.
Very few chufe the fea-faring or military line ; but thofe who
do, are cftcemed for fteadinefs and bravery. The women are
well thaped, altive, and trained to manufalure from child-
hood. The Norman blood ftill flames on the heads of fome ;
not a few are adorned by fair and yellow locks; but, in genéral,
the animated countenance is fhaded by black or by dufky hair.

Although no capital branch of manufalture is eftablithedin
the parifh, yet manufature is greatly advanced by the labours

. of the people. Linen yarn is fpun for the merchant almoft in
every family. Some thoufand pairs of cargo hofe, at is. per
pair, arc annually fent to mdrket. Fine wool, given out by
the manufalurers of Aberdeen, is fpun and knit into ftock-

ings. A few make woolen and linen cloth for fale : and a nu-
merous clafs of weavers are well employed.
A very great change, as to dict and drefs, has taken place

. during

o
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during the 40 years laft paft. Prior to that 2ra, neither tea-
kettle nor tea could be found but in /two families. Two hats
only appeared at church. A lady adorned herfelf with the
plaid ; and a gentleman was not athamed of home fpun cloth.
— But now, moft families drink tea once, and many twice
a-day. The farmer, merchant, and tradefman, enjoy in a mo-
derate degree the comforts and accommodations of life. The
ploughman turns out to church and market with his hat, good
linen, and broad-cloth; and, it may be taken for granted,
that the country belles will exert themfelves to outfhine the

country beaus *,
Stipend

® The price of provifions is greatly affe@ed by the flile of living. 40 years
ago, beef fold from xd. to 2d. per Ib. a hen or duck for ad. halfpenny, 14
eggs for 1d. a theep for 2s. a flone of cheefe at 24 oz. perIb. for 3s. 4d. and
a ftone of butter for 6s. 8d. But now beef, mutton, lamb and veal, in
their refpedtive feafons, fell from 2d. halfpenny to 3d. halfpenny per Ib—s
duck or hen is valued from 6d. to 9gd.—a ftone of cheefe is worth from 3s. 6d.
to §s. 6d. and of butter from 8s. to 13s. 4d.~and the demand from London
eftimates 13 eggs at 2d. or 3d. Qur butter, which is very good, is prefently
in requeft ; and I hope our country dealers will, for their own fakes, pay due
attention to the curing of this valuable neceffary.

A day-labourer, according to his merit and the feafon, draws from sd. to
9d. per day. When he works by the picce he may clear from ¢d. to 1s. The
wright claims 1s. the mafon, 1s. 4d. and the taylor, sd. and his meat, per
day; but moft tradefmen work by the picce. The wages of hired fervants are
rapidly increaling. A growing lad claims, along with his food, L. 3 : 10, or
L.4:10; a grown man from L. 4 : 1ato L.6:10; a2 maid-fervant fromL.2: 2
‘to L. a: 15 in the year. Formerly a maid-fervant or lad was well fatisfied with
L. 1,and a capable man-fervant with L. 1 : 13 : 4. per ann. At that time the
price of every other fervice was proportionally low,

The maintenance of a tradefman’s or of a day-labourer’s family does not
entirely depend on what he himfelf gains; for if his wife and children are in-
duftrious, they fhare the merit of furnithing fubfiftence. When a day-labour-
er or tradefman rents a croft, his wife commonly pays landlord and merchant,

by the produce of her cows, and by manufacture ; and leaves it for the hufs
band,
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8tipend and Peor’s Funds.—The church was built in 1964,
and the manfein 1778. The ftipend was lately augmented to
L. 61 fterling in money, 34 bolls of meal, and 16 bolls of bear.
The glebe contains 12 acres, much improved by the prefent
incumbent. Francis Garden of Dalgety, is patron.

The poor of the parith fluttuates in number. At prefent 30
perfons claim a fupply, and, according to their refpeive ne-
ceffitics, reccive from 108. to 4o08. each, per annum. This
fmall fupply, in conjunction with their own induftry, and the
charity of neighbours, affords the fober fupport of life.. A
poor man, with a numerous family, often receives a pfefent 3
and the dead of the indigent are buried at the public expence.
The ftock of the poor, exclafive of L. 11 mortified for a parti-
cular purpofe, amounts to L.120. Some time ago, the an-
nual collections produced L. 12, but now produce L. 3o a year.
During laft century, the annual colleétions feldom amounted
to, and never exceeded, L. 3 :,10 fterling.

Profrefs of Improvement.—The parith can boaft but of few
perfons diftinguithed for learning, but many eminent for
valuable qualifications have been produced here, at the head
of whom ftands Jofeph Cumine, late of Auchry. Nature had
endowed Mr Cumine with an a&ive and vigorous mind. Cool,
fagacious, penctrating, he conneéted a found judgement and

corre&

$and, by the fale of cattle, and by his work, to furnith bread. During the
infancy and childhood of their family, parents of thefe clafles are generally
poor, but gradually rife to eafy circumftances, as their children become capa-
ble of rclieving the hand, and affifting in the induftry of the mother. Byold
age, or the contingencies of life, fome are obliged to sppeal to the gratitude
of their children, or to the charity of the public. But it refletts honour on
the genius of the people, that nothing but the hard hand of neceflity can ob-
lige them to adopt this laft expedient,
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carre® wite, with unfbaken réfolution and naweariad agplice-
tion. Slow, but furc in planning, he was prompt and axdent
inexecuting his deigns. When he affumed the managemeat
of his eftate, in 1739, it yiclded L. 15a ftesling of reas, of
which he could only call L. 60 his own. The heath extended
to the back of his houfe : in front, an exbaufted mofs and a
morafs, fcd by the water of Awchry, offended the eye: and
the whole of his farm, deftitute of a garden, confifted of a
few acres dignified with the title of Place Croft. He gradual-
ly banifhed the heath ; —reduced the river to a regular chanael;
—~—conveyted the morafs, when drained, into a neat garden
and inglofures j—and, at various times, took from the adjoin-
ing lands 200 acres, which he converted into an elegant farm,
. inclofed and fubdivided § where the ufeful and the pleafans,
blended by the hand of 2 mafter, command the refpe@ of the
critic, and excite the delight of the traveller. He accompa-
nied his other improvements by a fuperior breed of cattle,
whercof, by judicious management, he greatly encreafed the fize
and the value. '

As his cflate was extremely well accommodated with
mofs, he gradually fubdivided large farms. He ftrictly pro-
hibited the ablurd pralice of paring and burning the mofly
foils : he made tra&s, to improve by water thefe ficlds that
could be commanded by it: he bound his tenants to drive an-
nually from quarrics, 7 Scotch miles diftant, a prefcribed
quantity of limeftone, which he taught them to break, burn,
and apply: he obliged them to fow a certain proportion of
their land with turnip, flax, and grafs feeds : he encouraged
them to rear their own cattle, inftead of wafting their money
ia buying expenfive fets : he frequently walked or rode through
his eftate, freely converfing with his tenants, roufing them to
induftry by motives fuited to their refpetive tempers, and
particularly diftinguifhing the fagacious and a&ive: and, by

3 the
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the united energy of popular virtues and folid fenfe, he tri-
umphed over every oppofition from foil, climate, and preju-
dice, gradually introducing the principles of rational farming,
and laying the foundation of progreflive improvement.

Obferving that his tenants were frequently at a lofs for a
market, he determined to eftablith a permanent one on his
own cftate. For this purpofe, he planned a regular village,
contiguous to the church, upon the moorith part of a farm,
which in whole yielded only L. 11 ayear. For a while, he
felt in filence the fneers of his neighbours, who reprobated
this fcheme as wild and impraQicable ; but thefe temporary
fneers foon gave way to lafting efteem. He prevailed on a few
to take feus : he affifted the induftrious with money ;—obtaine
ed premiums for the manufa&turer ;—decided every difference

by his arbitration,—and animated all to their utmoft exertion -

by hig countenance and counfel. Settlers annually flocked to
Cumineftown, (the name affigned to the chief of the clan),
and the village, built of freeftone, foon affumed a Yourithing
appearance. In conne@ion with fome neighbouring gentle-
men, he eftablithed in his village a linen manufatture ; and
though, for particular reafons, the fcheme was dropt, yet, by
introducing the fpinning of linen yarn, and fixing the refidence
of fome capable weavers, its confequences continue to operatc
for the public good. In fhort,™a feries of fenfible manage-
ment fixed upon Montqubhitter 75 feus, occupied by a fet of
honeft, induftrious, and altive feuars and their tenants, who,
inftead of L. 11 fterling, the original rent, produced him an-
nually from L.120 to L. 150 a year. Mr Cumine, during
life, was an obje& of general efteem; and, at his death,
had the pleafure of leaving to his heirs an annual revenue of
more than L. 6o0.

Rent, Produce, Agriculture, &c.—~In the year 1649, the
Vor. VL. R rent



130 Statiftical Account

rent of Montquhitter parifh is ftated at 325 bolls of meal, and
about L. 210 fterling of money: at prefent, every item in-
cluded, it extends to L. 1400 a year. Infield lets from 8s. to
15s. light land from 2s. 6d. to 8s. and land by the fide of rivu-
lets from 4s. to 10s per acre. Large tralls, almoft on every
farm, are not valued. At an average, farmers pay from L.to
to L. 30, and crofters from L. 2 to L. 10 per annum. Crofts
are flowly diminifhing, two or more being fometimes fet to
one tenant at a rifing rent.—Moft farmers fence, with dyke
and ditch, a fmall fpot contiguous to their houfes : but neither
the ftrength of their purfes, nor the length of their leafes, af-
ford a fufficient temptation to rear a hedge, or to enclofe with
ftones. Auchry’s farm excepted, the reft of the parifh is
naked and open. Leafes are feldom or ever extended beyond
19 years ; in which period, no man can cftablith a plan of ra-
tional farming, and realize the profits, For the moft part,
therefore, an exhaufted farm devolves on an exhaufted tenant,
whereby improvement of every kind is greatly retarded, and
the intereft of all concerned xﬁaterially injured. A few pro-
prietors now let their lands on a liferent: flattered with the
hope of life, the tenant exerts himfelf to reclaim and improve 3
—he dies, and his family lies at the mercy of a felfith mafs
ter.

A number of fervices are exalted, byt not rigoroufly, by
the proprictors, who would gladly commute them if the farmer
inclined ; but the preceding article may fully infpire the belief,
thata man, who is not fufficiently encouraged to improve,
will be too much difpofed to fave a litfle money at the expence
of fervice. [Earl Fife has entirely emancipated his tenants;
and Mr Gordon of Letterfourie pays, at the ufual rates, for
what fervices he requires from his people in Aflced.

Thefe political evils, united with a cold foil impregnated
with mineral, are not fufficient, however, to counterbalance

3 the
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the efforts of induftry, and a variety of local advantages. A-
mong the local advantages, a diftinguithed place muft be given
to abundance of mofs and water; by the fenfible application
of which, the value of land has rapidly encreafed,~ population
is doubled,—a thriving village has been eftablifhed,—and the
fphere of manufallure is daily enlarged.

Confidering the fcanty ftocks which the farmers enjoy, a-
griculture has made, and is ftill making, rapid advances. Ma-
.y fields difplay rich crops and grafs. Potatoes, cabbage, and
turnip, fufficient for the kitchens and the cattle, are raifed ;
and almoft every family fows a certain quantity of lint-feed,
the produce of which is prepared for ufe at the rate of 2s. per
ftone, at a lint mill, ereted by the late Auchry. Beat, oats,
and peafe, are the only kinds of grain which the farmer culti
vates3 and the harvefts, which vary with the feafon, common-
ly conclude about the 16th of O&ober. Thoughnot 1 acre
in 10 admits of tillage, yet, in favourable feafons, both meal
and grain are exported. In indifferent feafons, the parith ful-
ly fupplies itfelf ; but in bad years, .the wants of the inhabi-
tants muft be relieved by the produce of more early and fcrtxle

foils *.
R 2 During
* Prior to the year 1775, corn long of ripening was liable to be frofted.—
Since that period the parith has been more or lefs diftrefled by the effets of
the mildew. About the beginning or middle of Auguft, the oat plant (for
‘the barley fuffers not) affumes a ﬁrcy red colour ; black fpots then burft forth
towards the root, and, according to the feafon, gradually or rapidly afcend, till
“they reach thefe fibres that fupport the car. From that moment the circula- .
tion in the plant ceafes; the grain ripens no more, and in proportion to the
virulence of the difeafe, yields a fmaller or greater quantity of meal, or becomes
3 heap of defperate forrow. Various theories have been advanced to account
for this phenomenon,—by the operation of infefts,—by mineral exhalations,
by the cauftic quality of lime ufed in manure,—and by a fitnation too confined.

Cerzain it is, that fome inclofures, comprchendmg from 6 to 10 acres each,
and
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During the feuds that raged in the leading families, and
particularly in that fatal contention that called forth the potent
and

and furrounded with hedges and belts of wood, have fuffered moft feverely.—
In the year 1789, however, this vegetable difeafe occupied a larger fphere,
and diffufed its baneful influence on fields which enjoy every advantage that
the fun and air of this climate can beftow.

In feafons of farcity this parith has always fuffered.—The tales told of the
feven dear years, as they are emphatically termed, which concluded laft cen-
tury, are indced tales of woe.~—Some of thefe feafons were not entirely un-
friendly to vegetation, if the farmer had been provided, which he was not,
with healthy feed tb beftow on his ficlds. The province of Murray, and fome
of the beft land along the eaft coaft of Buchan and Formartine abounded with
{feed and bread ; but moft of the inhabitants of this parifh, reduced to mifery,
had neither money to purchafe, nor horfes to carry thefe effentiat articles. A
few fa@s will illuftrate their extreme diftrefs. From the time that famine
was felt, to the time that plenty returned, oatmeal fold for L. 16 Sc. per
boll, and all the victual ftipend, due for 7 years by the heritors, was paid for,
with intereft, at that rate. One Thompfon, wadfetter of Hairmofs, driven
from his home by want, was found dead, near the fhore, with a piece of raw
ficth in his mouth. Of 16 families that refided on the farm of Littertle, 13
were extingnithed. On the eftate of Greens, which prefently accommodates
169 individuals, 3 families (the proprictor’s included) only furvived. The
extenfive farms of Touchar, Greenefs, Overhill, and Burnfide of Idoch, now
containing more than 100 fouls, together with fome farms on the parith of
Turriff, being cntirely defolated; were converted into a fheep-walk by the Er-
ol family, to whom they then belonged. The inhabitants of the parith in
general were diminifhed by death to one half, or as fome affirm, to one fourth
of the preceding number. When the means of faving the living and of bury-
ing the dead began to fail, natural affe@tion .was in a great meafure fufpended.
A fellow, George Allan, having carried his deccafed father upon his back,
half way from his home to the church-yard, threw down the corpfe at the
door of a farmer, with thefe words : “ I can carry my father no farther. For
*“God’s fake bury his body : But if you chufe not to take that trouble, you
 may place it, if you pleafe, on the dyke of your kail-yard, as a guard a-
¢« gainft the heep!” ’

Until the year 1709, many farms were wafte. About that time, the heri-
tors enticed fome fubflantial men, by the gift of a yoke of oxen, and by

: moderate
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and hoftile faQions of Bruce and Cumine, trees were almoft
extirpated in Buchan. As this parith is coniparatively level,
- ' and

moderate rents, to fettle on their eftates; or advanced, on what was called
Steelbow, a cover on their farms to fpirited and enterprifing people, who, it
was hoped, would gradually repay them. A ray of improvement burft from
thefe gloomy feafons. One Morrifon, driven from his home by famine, lived
for fome years in Ircland, but returned to his country with the good feafons,
and brought along with him a few potatoes, which he taught the neighbour-
ing genticmen to cultivate.

Another feafon of fcarcity, occaflioned by deep and untimely fnow, occurs
in the year 1740. True, indeed, oat-meal rofe not above 13s. 4d. per bollg
but as there was no manufa@ure eftablifhed in the country, and no work for
the day-labourer, the utmoft mifery, though it fell fhort of death, was generally
felt by the hbouring poor. Many offered, but in vain, to ferve for bread;
and Mr Duff of Hatton, who was then building, found & number of ftout
men, who thankfully accepted two pence each per day in full for their
work.

When the zra of induﬁéy and improvement commenced, it was fondly
hoped that the wants known to our fathers would never be known by us.—
“ Our ficlds and gardens, faid we, produce a variety of provifion, which wifl
“ infallibly preferve us from ftarving, even though our corn fhould fail. Cat-
“ tle and manufaltures will furnith money, and commerce will readily ex-

“ change our money for bread. How little, therefore, have we to fear, lét -

“ the feafons be as unfavourable as they may ?* Thus the people reafoned :
but to their reafoning the year 1782 gave the lic diret. The coldnefs and
Rorminefs of fammer 1782 excited fears in the minds of the difcerning; but
‘none fufpected the maguitude of the impending evil.  On the sth of Ottober,
when oats and barley were generally green, a froft, armed 3lmoft with the ri-
gour of a Greenland climate, defolated in one night the hope of the hufband-

man. The grain, immediately contrafting a hoary whitenefs, ripened no °

more. The potatoe and turnip, dwarfith from the feverity of the preceding
feafon, were extremely damaged. The prodnc;: of the garden was deftitute,
of its ufual nourithment, The fields yiclded not one-third -of an ordinary
crop. Oatmeal, dark in colour, was acid and difagreeable to the tafte. No
market appeared whereat we could fupply our urgent wants. Complete and
bopelefs ruin flared us in the face ; and all ranks indulged the views of gloomy
defpondence. If, at this critical period, the American war had not ceafed,—

it
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and bounded on three fides by the fea, moft fituations admit not
the culture of trees; and but few, extremely well fheltered,
are found to bring them to maturity. Proprietors of land are
doing a good deal in the planting line; and the Scotch
fir, the pine, the larix, the afh, the elm, the plane, and the
lime, hold the chicf rank in their plantations. But though
trees have long ceafed to be a fpontaneous produion, and
though they require the utmoft attention in rearing, yet the

-moffes abound with large logs of fir, and of venerable oak.
‘When improvement commenced, the number of fheep di-
‘minithed. A tafte for them, however, begins to revive, and
there are now in the parith above 1300; of which 200 are an-
nually

if the copious magazines, particularly of peafe, provided for the navy, had
not been brought to fale,—what a dire fcene of defolation and horror would
have been exhibited in this country !—From thefe magazines, the exertion of
heritors and people derived regular fupplies. Cattle fold extremely well. By
the divine blefling, health in an eminent degree prevailed. ‘The'efforts of in~
duftry were redoubled. Many a precious hoard of gold and filver was unlock-
ed; and temperance, ftern, but friendly, e@ablithed her reign on the folid
bafe of neceflity. Though oatmeal, therefore, fold from 18s. to 2as. per boll,
and peafe-meal from 16s. to 18s. yet the effentials of life, though fparingly,
were provided, fo that not one vi@lim of famine fell in this parith. At
this gloomy period, charity was awake : The minifter of Montquhitter re-
ccived, under cover from an unknown hand, L. 20 fterling for the benefit of
the poor. The coat of arms on the feal was juftly infcribed with this motto,
“ Yufii ot fidera fulgent.” .

It deferves notice, that the crops from 1783 were greatly blafted by bad feed:
‘The feed, which was purchafed from thefe early fpots of inland country, where
the cat was almotft, if not altogether, ripened before the 5th of OQtober 1782,
generally failed ; whereas the feed of this parith, which, on that fatal day, was
fcarce advanced beyond a watery or fluid milky fubftance, but which the ne-
ceffitics of fome obliged them to adventure, laid the foundation of a tolerable
crop. ‘The reafon feems to have been, that the germ of all the grain, ncarly
ripened, was materially injured, unlefs where the rigour of that memorable froft
was foftened by the vicinity of the fea,
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nually fold. The number of black-cattle exceeds 13503 of
which the drover annually purchafes 300.—290 horfes are em-
ployed in farming bufinefs, whereof not above one-half are
reared in the parifh, the market furnithing the reft. The far-
mers commonly employ 263 carts and 85 ploughs ; and the
ploughs are generally of the light Scotch, or common Englifh
*kind.

Mifcellaneous Remarks.——Peat is the fuel made ufe of in
the parith, and of it there is great abundance, and of the beft
quality. It is to be regretted, however, that much time and
labour are loft in providing this neceffary of life. Genteel fa-
milies begin to ufe coal in their rooms, a pra&ice which would
profitably prevail if the impolitic duty on coal was abolith-
ed. ——The roads, tolerably good, were originally formed,
and are ftill repaired by ftatute labour, which may be convert
ed at the rate of 1s. 6d. per annum. The rivulets are paffable
at all feafons, by means of bridges, ereted at the expence of
the parith or diftri®.  As there is no poft road, the expence
of turnpikes would be ufelefs-and intolerable.——The names
of all the farms, that have not bzen anglified to fuit with mo-
dern fubdivifions, evidently originate from the Celtic o
e. g. Montqubitter, “or, the Place for enfnaring the Deer;
Auchry, the Red or the King’s Haugh ; Balthangie, Angus-
town, &c. )

The wild heath feems to wave over the grave of many a
Jong forgotten hero, on thefe ficlds’ where contending ba-
rons tried the keennefs of their fwords. Some of the Cove-
nanters, cut off by the Ogilvies, have given a name (e. g.
Findlay’s Mire) to thefe fpots where they fell. And fome
heads of fpears, of a yellow colour, and of the form moft ap-
proved when the Scottith fpear was almoft as tremendous a

weapon
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weapon as the Englith bow, were lately foupd in an exhauft-
ed mofs, and are now in the poffefion of Mr Cumine of
Auchry.——The only battle of confequence that diftinguithes
this parifh, feems to have been fought at Lendrum. Tradi-
tion (in this inftance pretty diftin&) relates that Donald of the
Iles, fuppofed to be Donald Bane, brother to Malcom Canmore,
fought at Lendrum for three days againft the forces of the
North, commanded by the potent Thane of Buchan, whofe
principal inland refidence was at Caftletown, King Edward
parifh, about 4 miles diftant from the bloody fcene. The
battle of firft day was fought about a mile to the eaft of Len-
drum, where a number of fmall tumuli mark the graves of
the flainj and from whence, Donald was beat back to the
camp, the fituation of which, called Donald’s fold, is ftill
fhown. Thebattle of the fecond day was fought hard by the
Tamp of Donald; and there, more than an acre of land is
crowded with large tumuli. The third, and decifive battle,
was fought to the weft of Lendrum, upon a field of more
than 6 acres, which tradition covers with gore. The Thane
of Buchan, at the head no doubt of the Canmore falion,
prevailed; and the ufurper Donald, after lofing moft of his
forces, was obliged to fly.——In the beginning of the pre-
fent century, a tenant found in fome of thefe tumuli, fome
picces of iron, which his greedy fpirit converted to ufe. The
prefent tenant broke up fome of them, but found nothing
that deferves notice.~——Perhaps it may be amufing to trace
the influence, which fuperftition ftill has on many minds,
and to mark how much fome prophecies tend to their own
completion.—The corn growing on the bloody butts of Len-
drum has never been reaped without blood or ftrife among
the reapers. This circumftance, afferted by tradition, and
confirmed by the living evidence of two refpe@able men, who

have
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have rented that farm for mere than half a century paft, may
be eafily accounted for by the trepidation, or the furor, which,
according to the refpeQive conftitutions of the reapers, isin-
fpired by this awful fcene.

Vor. VI. S " NUMBER
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NUMBER XIX

PARISH OF TYRIE,

(PRESBYTERY OF DEER, SYNOD AND COUNTY OF
ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. MR, WirLiaM FRASER.

Nawme, Extent, ('%.

YRIE, theantient and modern name of this parith, fig-

nifies in the Celtic language, the King’s Houfe, This

name, perhaps, is derived from a religious houfe, that (as tra-
dition gives out) once flood upon the ground which the manfe
now occupies, and was well endowed by royal munificence.
=~ It is about 7 computed miles long, and 3 broad, and for-
merly was much more extenfive.~——The form is not unlike a
boot ; but the leg is rather long, in proportion to the foot.—
'The furface is very agreeably diverlified with hill and dale,
heath, mofs, meadows, corn and grafs fields, running ftreams,
and inclofures fenced with ftone and turf walls.—Sir Willi-
am Forbes of Pitfligo, Bart. has feveral inclofures, planted
with fir, afh, elms, &c. and Meflrs. Forbes of Upper-Boynd-
lie, and Irvine of Boyndlie, have likewife fome planting,——
The trees are generally thriving well, and after fome years,
2 : will
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will beautify the countty, be of great value to the proprictors,
and afford wood for building and hufbandry.

Fevers and rheumatifm are the moft prevalent diftempers,
and are moft common after wet harvefts, when the corns
are not got in in good tondition. The latter is much attri-
buted to the difufe of wearing flannel next the fkin, and to the
too great ufe of potatoess

There are feveral excellent mineral fprings, which are of
corfiderable fervice in weakneffes of the ftomach, when nct
drunk in too large quantities ; and the Mourning Well, in
the den of Boyndlie, is fucha copious fpring, as perhaps can-
not be equalled in allthe county: The water of Tyric runs a-
long ‘the north end of the parifh, over which a good ftone
bridge is built, e~—=aThe Goner, another confiderable, and,
in many places, a beautiful, fmooth-flowing rivulet, runs al-
moft through the middle of the parith; over which an excel-
lent ftone bridge has lately been built at Tillenamolt, at the
expence of Sir William Forbes the proprieter. ————Here al-
fo, there is one of the moft confiderable; and beft furnithed
water-mills in Buchan : and a fine road lately made through a
deep and extenfive mofs,. thews what a public-fpirited land-
lord can do, for promoting the induftry, profperity, and hap-
pinefs of the country. Both thefe rivulets produce very deli-
cious trouts ; and fome, in the latter, are 13 inches long.
—Though their numbers be now greatly diminithed by the
ufe of lime as a manure, and the fteeping of flax in the adjoin-
ing pools, yet anglers ftill fith with tolerable fuccefs.

The foil; when not in the vicittity of mofs, is, for the moft
part, of a fertile reddith colour, pretty deep in the vallies, but
fhallower as the ground rifes to an eminence ; and many hun-
dred acres of ground, very capable of improvement, are ftill
in their natural uncultivated ftate. The air is open, and
wholefome j unlefs in places that are low and marfhy, or near

S 2 large
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large pools of ftagnating water; and the fmeke of kelp-kilns,
though very difagreeable to thofe who live in places nearer the
fea, isfcarccly felt in this parith.

Statiflical Table.

Number of foulsin 1755, 596 Gardeners - 3

in 1771, 612 Butchers - - 3

in 1985, 715 Bornin Ireland - 1
. in 1790, 864 in the Highlands - 14
Heritors, refident, 2 inMurray - 2
non-refident, 3 From Edinburgh -
Schoolmafters - 2 Of the eftablithed church 826

. Students - "2 Seceders c. 32
Farmers - - 42 Epifcopalians - 4
Smaller farmers - 10 Puapifts - - 2
Subtenants - 110 Annual average of births 12
Manufa&turers - 2 of marriages 4
Shopkeepers - 4 . of deaths 18
Shoemakers - § Houfesinhabited - 207
Innkeeper - - 1 uninhabited 7
Black{miths - 4 Ploughs - 72
Millers - - . § Men fervants - 59
Carpenters - - 4 Women do. - 46
Taylors < - 6 Cattle - - 680
Weavers - 18 Sheep - - 8545
Sheriff officers - 2 Horfes - 120

The difproportion betwixt the births and the deaths is ow-
ing, in fome meafure, to the plenty of mofs for fuel, which
induces old people to come to, and refide in the parith.

Villages and Manufaltures.—— A village is begun at New
Pitfligo, which, if proper inducements be held out, may pro-
bably
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bably in a fgw years, under the aufpices of its patrioticand
benevolent langlord, rival the moft flourithing villages in
Buchan. Above L. 1000 fterling has been expended upon a
bleachficld, which is furnifhed with excellent machinery, and
every neceflary convenience.  From 13,902 to 1§,733 yards
of cloth, and from 514 to 564 fpindlesof yarn, have been an-
nually bleached here. The tackfman pays L. 30 per ann. for
that ficld, is capable and attentive, but has no capital. A
bleaching company, with a competent capital, might do great
things. As new Pitfligo is about 5 miles from the parochial
fchool, a fchoolmatter is ftationed there, with a falary of L. 6
from the Society for popagating Chriftian knowledge, and
L. 6 from Sir William Forbes. The weavers fettled in this
village acknowledge, that they can afford to weave a halfpen-
ny per yard at leaft, cheaper than the weavers in any of the
towns.

Produce, Exports, Rent.—The parith can fupply itfelf with
mkal, malt, butter, cheefe, beef, mutton, lamb, poultry, po-
tatoes, and other common vegetables.——The principal ex-
ports are meal, cattle, theep, hogs, butter, cheefe, wool, po-
tatocs, and fucl. The land-rent, according to the
moft exa rental that can be obtained, amounts to L. 870
fterling. Were the people encouraged to improve the uncul-
tivated grounds, tl‘le rent to the proprietors might arife to a
much greater amount. Bud the tenants muft firft be put in
eafy circumftances, and have longer leafes, before they can
afford an adequate value for the lands they occupy?®.

Stipend,

® The names of many places are faid to be derived from the Celtic, as
Tillenemelt, the weather's pan; Balnamces, the town in the mofs; Cairay~
whing, the cairn of memory; Boyndlie, the whey of the nu!k Tanmr, Skel-
wanar, Cavech, Knocky~darrech, &c.
-
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Stipend, Church, Poor.——The living, including the glebe,
is about L. 78 fterling. Lord Saltoun is patron.——There is
no date upon the church, nor has the age of it heen found in
any record. It is fuppofed to have been built about the year
1004, when the Thane of Buchan routed the Danifth army
upon the neighbouring hills ; which, from a chieftain whe
was killed, ftill retain the name of Sinclair. It was built (as
tradition fays) for a chapel to the religious houfe which once
ftood in its vicinity, and had an aifle joined to it when it bee
came a parith church. This church wasformerly well known by
the name of The White Kirk of Buchan ; and a celebrated mo-
. dern hiftorian (Dr Henry) mentions, that a queen once propof-
ed to vifit this facred edifice. The oldeft date legible upon any
of the antient pews, is 1596. The old walls are built with
run-lime, which, by reafon of its age, is now liker athes than
lime. The weft end was rebuilt in the year 1910, and the
caft end was repaired in 1773. A few aged trees, near the
¢hurch, make an agreeab!€ appearance *.

The poor’s funds are made up of the money colle&ed on
the Lord’s days, and at the Sacrament, with fometimes a
fmall fine for fornication. ‘The money fo colle&ted, amounts
annually to about L. 13 fterling, unlefs in the late years of
fcarcity ; and the money diftributed annually, amounts to a-
bout L. 12 fterling. In the years 1782, 1783, and 1984, the
colle&tions were L. 15 fterling lefs than the fums diftributed.
This deficiency, and a few bad debts, reduced the ftock from

' L.6o

® There are many tumuli in this parith and neighbourhood. . Some have
been opened, and fognd to contain coffins of gray flag-ftones, fet on their edges,
fides, and ends, and covered above with the fame fort of ftones. In thefe
¢offins were human bones. The ground was a little raifed, with a mixture of
earth, and fmall flones. Upon what occafion peopls were buried there, in
that manner, is not known,
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L. 60 to lefs than L. 4o fterling. The number of poor on the
roll in 1783, was from 28 to 34 ; the number prefently on the
roll is 1 535 of which 3 are natives, § have refided for fome years,
and 7 for a few years. The number has never been fo fmall fince
1781, and the ftock, by faving in good years, has got up to
about L. 50 fterling. Moft of the above 15 have been redu-
ced to poverty by old age and diftempers. Three diftributions
are made in the year ; and fome paupers receive almoft every
week, according to their neceflitics.—— Sir William Forbes
caufes meal be given weekly from his granary, gratis, to eve-
ry poor perfon in his eftate, which enables the church-feflion
to beftow more on thofe in the other eftates; and there is on-
ly onc common beggar in the parith, who, being of a wander-
ing difpofition, will not ftay ac his home. The fuperabundance
of fine fuel induces old infirm people to take up their refidence
near the moflfes. In a few years the poor’s box muft main-
tain them, and pay nurfes to take care of them, and when
they die muft defray the expence of their interments. When
a perfon is put upon the poor’s roll, and expofed in the num-
ber of paupers, he often lofes the fenfe of fhame, becomes
mean-fpirited, greedy, and the companion of mendicants.
A difcretionary power fhould be given to fome proper perfon
in every parifh, to beftow charity, in fuch a pnvatc manner,
as never to be heard of *.

Tinprovements.

® The antient price of 1 Ib. of beef was from 1d. to 1d. halfpenny; the
prckent, from a2d. halfpenny to 4d. Veal, mutton, lamb, pork, are much a»
dout the fame price. The price of a hen, about 40 years ago, was from 2d.
halfpenny to 4d. the prefent, from 6d. to 8d. The price of 14 eggs was 1d.
the prefent price is from 3d. to 4d. for 13 eggs. - Butter was, about 40 years
ago, from 2d. halfpenny to 3d. halfpenny per Ib. of 20 ounces Dutch weight:
it now gives from 6d. to 7d. Barley meal is from gd. to 7d. per peck ; oat-
meal from 7d. to 10d. flour from 14d. to 18d. per peck.———A man-fervant’s
wages,
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Imprevemerits.—~— Abouk: 40 years ago, a great part of the
Iands in this parifh lay in thejr natutal uncultivated ftaté, and
fuch of them as were in culture produced poor flarved crops.
The tenants were in poor circumftances, the rentslow, the
farm houfes contemptible. The communication from place
to place was along paths which were to be known by the foot-
fteps: of beafts that paffed through them. No turnips, pota-
toes, or cabbages, unlefsa few of the latter in fome gardens;
and a great degree of poverty, indolence, and meannefs of {pi-
rit, among the great body of the people. The appearance of
the people, and their mode of thinking and alting, were but
mean and indelicate ; their peats were brought home in creels ;
the few things the farmer had to fell were carried to market.
wpon the backs of horfes ; and their dunghills were hard by
their doors. What has been done for promoting the induftry,
profperity, and happinefs of this parifh and neighbourhood,
nruft reflet great honour to the memory of theJate Alexander
Frafer of Strichen, one of the fenators of the College of Juf-
tice. He firft introduced improvements; gave lime to his te-
mants, gratis, and, in fpite of their prejudices, prevailed with
them to ufe ‘it as 2 manure; brought fkilful men from the
fouth country, who taught them how*to fow grafs feeds, and
raife turnips, cabbages, and potatoes in the fields. _He gave
them leafes, during their lives, at a reafonable rate'; and did
not think his intereft hurt when he faw his tenants enjoying

the

wages, about 40 years ago, were about L. 2 or L. 3 ¢ 5 fterling por anwwm, now
from L.5:30to L.G{terling per aamum. A woman fervant’s were then'L.1 or L.x:x
Rerling; now frem L. 2 : 2to L. 3 : § per annum. A day-labourer then got 6d.
per day, now gd. and when cutting cornor hay, from 1s. to Is. 4d,—a wo-
man in corn or hay harveft, or peat mire, 10d. a mafon, from Is. 4d. to
‘3s. 6d. per day ; a carpenter, Is. and a taylor, 84, Handycraft{men are all
well employed ; and day-labourers are in fo great requeft, that turnip fields
.are fomctimes in danger of being loft for want of hocing in due feafon.
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the comforts of life; nor did he treat them like cattle, as
occafions offered. The good effe&s of thefe encouragements
are, extenfive fields regularly liid out, fine ftone fences, good
houfes built with ftone and lime, excellent crops of turnips,
fown grafs, and almoft all forts of grain, ftocks of cattle,
full corn yards, and every where the appearance of plenty.
Hay, formerly unknown, is now plenty. Commerce and
manufaltures begin to thrive; much money is brought in-
to the parith for yarn and linen, made out of flax raifed in
it; and all ranks of people are more induftrious and more
healthy than formerly.——Providence hath raifed up another
friend to the people, and encourager of improvements, in
Sir William Forbes. To fee what improvements can do, look
at his farm of Tillenamolt ; there may be feen good crops of
fown grafs, grain, and turnip, upon about 30 or 40 acres of
moor, formerly not worth 2d. the acre. Is it not deplorable,
that many hundred acres in this parifh fhould produce nothing
but heath, not from barrennefs, but from indolence ? that
wafte land of a good quality fhould abound in many places,
which fome [kill and proper induftry would fertilize ¢
Mifcellaneous Remarks.———Several young men, at different
periods, -have become failors and foldiers. Some, encourae
ged by people abour Glafgow, have migrated to North Ameri-
ca, where they have fertled, and fent home money to their
aged parents. By comparing (in their letters) their prefent
with their former condition in this country, they have done
much to excite others to follow their example. Such exame-
ples, and fome late publications, may do much hurt, ualefs
feafonably prevented. America is reprefented to be a whole-
fome and pleafant country, where the people, enjoying the
rights of freemen, have a vote in the eletion of their legiflae
tors, paftors, and magiltrates: a country provided by divine
Vor. VI. T providence,
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peovidence, to afford a cemfortable habitation to thofe who
age ill ufed at home ; where the land is good in its quality,
cheap, and gratuitoufly beRowed ; and the paffage to it unex-
penfive, and made ina few weeks.  As migration is begun in
this lowland country, fomething fhould be done to put a flop
to its progrefs : fomething more effeCtual than giving premi-
ums to pipers !

A great national fund may be raifed for patriotic purpofes,
without making heritars one farthing poorer. Let the money
be fo applied that is thrown away upon cards, plays, race-hor-
fes, hounds, balls, and concerts; and thoufands yet unborn
may have reafon to blefs them; great fortunes may be provid-
ed for their pofterity; and, when talents are to be account-
ed for, they may be better ensbled to give in their accounts
with a good grace.

The fubtenants are net contented with their fituation and
circumftances. A houfeholder, who can be removed on fin
weeks warning, and does not know where to find another
houfe, as frequently happens, is really in 2 difagreeable fituae
tion. The fubtenants muft work three days annually to the
proprietor of the eftate, who likewife exaéts one hen from eve-
sy houfeholder. Thefe days fill retain the flavifh name of
dondage doys. The hufbands muft ferve their mafters in mofs
and harveft time, while their own corns are cut down by their
wives ; and they muil at no time work to other people if their
mafters have any fervice for them. By this treatment, they
are difpirited and deterred from improving their gronunds ; and
young men are difcouraged from marrying.—— Sir William
Forbes has made the fubtenants in his cftate independent on
their former mafters; and another beritor, for fome years
paft, has not exated their bondage work.——The condition
of the people may be meliorated by the following means :—
1it, By increaing the number of farms. As opulent farmers

x- often



of Tyrie. 14)

often exort themfelves to get other farsis anheked to their
own, there is fome caufe to fear the misfortune which Pliny
complained of, when he fays, that large farins had ruined Iva
ly, and now even the provinces. The antients laid it dows
28 2 maxim, that the fize of farnm thovld be partiewlarly atc
tended to, feeing that it is moft advifeable to fow little and
plough well.— A barrea fpet, on which-induftry is exeited By
means withjn the reach of many, will foon be cultivated by

the conftant labours of the many. As on large farms few of -

the fervants are in fuch eafy circumftances as to be induced to
marry, a want of hands muft be foon felt ; and this want is at
the prefent time feverely felt in this part of the country. Small
farms being within the reach of many, are a temptation to
many to fettle, to encreafe and multiply. If confiderable
owners of land could be induced to divide large farms among
a number of induftrious huftbandmen, the wafte lands would
be improved, the rents greatly augmented, and the number
of induftrious people greatly increafed. A divifion of large
farms is very pra&ticable in this parith, becaufe it contains fuch
large moffes as never could be exhaufted, great quantities of
very improveable ground, and has plenty of good lime in its
neighbourhood.  2d, By rearing up chearful villages, and
giving advantageous feus to manufa&urers.—— A noble mind
will find unfpeakable pleafure to obferve many hundreds of
free induftrious people thriving and happy, every one in his
own houfe; and to aQ fuch a part on the ftage of life, as that
the two following lines of Virgil might, without much impro-
priety, be infcribed on his graveftone ;

Fixi, et quem dederat curfum fortuna peregi ;

Urbem praclaram fatui ; mea meenia vidi. .
Such 2 one would be happier in this than in having figned an
entail of a vaft eftate, though abfolutely affured of legitimate
and undegenerate heirs.——This parith contains many fpots

T3 of
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of ground that would be excelient fites of chearful villages.
They have not only all the above mentioned conveniences,
but alfo abundance of fine moorftones for building, and are
not far diftant from fea-ports. Upon the whole, however,
the parith of Tyrie, upon account of its fituation, extent,and
matural advantages, may, in procefs of time, become one of
the moft populous and confidesable parifhes in Buchan.
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NUYMBER XX

PARISH OF DULL.

(PRESBYTERY OF DUNKELD, SYNOD OF PERTH AND'
STIRLING, COUNTY OF PERTH.)

By the Rev. Mr. ArcuisaLp MeNzies.

Name, Extent, tc.

ULL, or Dail, in the Celtic language, (which is uni-
formly fpoken here), fignifies a haugh or plain, and

this name appears to have been affumed to the parifh from the
local fituation of the haugh or plain of Appin, in which the
church ftands. The extent of the parifh is very confiderable,
and its form is very irregular. Indeed there is this peculiarity
in all the parithes in the braes of Perthfhire, that they are in-
terfeCted with one another in fuch a manner that one cannot
deferibe their exa& form. The length of Dull, from S. to N.
is 30 miles, and its breath 12. It is divided into five diftricts.
3. The diftri& of Appin, in which the parith church ftands.

2. The diftri® of Grandtully, where there is a chapel, in’

which the minifter preaches occafionally, 6 miles from his
church. 3. The diftri& of Amulrie, 12 miles diftant from
Appin, in which is a miffionary fupported by the committee
for managing the royal bounty. 4. The diftrit of Fofs, 8

miles
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miles from the church; here is a chapel in which the miffion.
ary of Rannoch preaches every third Sunday. And, 5. The
diftri& of Fincaftle; 15 miles from Appin, to which the minif-
ter travels acrofs very high hills three or four times a year.

Thege are various kinds of foil, as may be reafonably ex~
peited, in fack an extenfive tfa&t of country. The divifion
of Appin is flat: part of the foil is thick, but by much the
grosser: past i thin and gravellith. It feems that the river Tay
had occafionally altered its bed, and confequently carried a-
way the earth, and left much fand and gravel. There is a
great deal of hill, but the greater part of the parith is a corn
country. In the highef trafts the arable ground is exceeding
good, and yields great crops, although they are feldom fertile,
being very late in ripening. In this diftrict the grain is of an ex-
cellent quality ; and, in general, harveft here is as early as it is
in Mid Lothian,

Lakes, Rivers, {c.—There are no lefs than 1§ lakes in
the parith.  In all of them are to be found pike, trout, and cel,
Pike, which weighed upwards of 30 lbs, have frequently been.
caught in Loch-Tumble. There ave feveral rivers, but none:
of them confiderable, except the Tay and the Tumble. The fab.
mon of the former is of an excellent quality; and the little of it
which is fold in the county fells at 6d. per 1b. during the fpring-
feafon, and about 3d. in fummer: little, however, is fold in.
the parith, asthe falmon are chiefly fent to Perth, and from
thence conveyed to the London Market.——The banks ef the
Tay have a great tendency to oak-wood. There are al{o-very
lagge birch trees in the parith.

Horfes, Cows, and Sheep—~There are 1500 horfes, §000
cows, and 24,000 fheep in the parifh. Little care has been
hitherto teken to improve the wool, the particular attention of

proprictors
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proptictors and farmers having been dire@ed to increafe the
fize of the theeps White wool fells at 7s. 6d. and wool laid
with tar, at §s. or §s. 6d. per fone.

Population and Difiempers.———It would feem that this parith
was more populous about 50 years ago than it is at prefent.
The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, was 4897 fouls®* : the
sumber of inhabitants, as appears from an exad lift of them,
recently taken, now amounts to 4676. The reafons for the
decreafe appear to be, that fome of the proprictors have ex-
tended their own farms, and that it was confidered more bene-
ficial for the farmers, that there fhould be no farm lefs than a
ploughgate.” In this part of the country it was ufual to halve,
and even to quarter a {mall farm, fo that, perhaps, three or
four families lived where only one now lives. In the higher
parts of the country, fheep farms have alfo been united.—The
annual average of births, for 10 years back, amounts to 803
but as many of the children, in the more remote parts of the
parifh, are baptifed by the itinerant minifters, there is reafon
to fufpeét that many names are never inferted in the parochial
records. The average number of marriages is 40 : number
of burials cannot be afcertained, as there is a burial place in
cach diftri€k ; no regifter of burials is kept.——There is 1 fur-
geon, and 1 family of Roman Catholics in the parith—Rheumas
tifm and pleurifics are the moft prevalent diftempers: they feem
to proceed from the dampnefs of their houfes, which in genes
ral are very bad.  Inoculation for the fmall-pox has been very
common in this diftsit, and its good cffe&s are clearly feen. .

Rent, Preduce, Es'c.f-—_Thc valued rent of the parifh is
L. 4898 : 3 Scotch : the real rent is at leaft L. 4500 fterling.
: The

® According to another report, the number in 1755 was §748 fouls.
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The rent of lands, in the lower parts of the parifh, is from
ios. to 15s. peracre: the hill grounds, in general, are given
in addition. But, in the higher part of the country, where
much attention is paid to fheep, a farm is rented by the lump.
—There are 17 heritors in the parifh, of which mumber only
6 conftantly refide in it.

- The principal crops are, oats, Cheﬁer-bcar, peafe, and po-
tatoes. . Much attention is paid to the raifing of the latter : the
inhabitants fubfift on them about 9 months in the year; and
not a little is employed in feeding cows, horfes, and fwine.
To this valuable root, and to the raifing of flax, this country
is particularly indebted. In general, all the farmers here raife
and fpin what flax is fufficient to pay their money rents, be-
fides all their other fmaller accounts. There is probably 3000
ftone of flax annuélly raifed in the parith. Turnips fucceed
well here; and, within thefe few years, confiderable progrefs
has been made in ufing them. With a few exceptions, almoft
every farmer, in the Appin diftrict of the parifh, allots a fmall
portion of his land to them : to this they are chiefly led by find-
ing that grafs feeds thrive better after them than by any other
preparation of the ground. 'The common way is to fow them
in drills, although it has alfo been found, that they anfwer ve-
ry well, in the broad caft method, for feeding fheep. Some
experiments have been made in this neighbourhood to pafture
lambs upon them, during the months of O&ober and Novem-
ber, asa prefervative againft the difeafe called the Braxy. It
is uncertain whether the defired object is attained by turnips,
but this much is certain, that great advantage is gained by it.
Oats are fown from the roth of April to the beginning of May;
and bear from the 15th of May to the gth of June.

The price of grainis various. The average converfion is a.
boiit 15s. the boll, Linlithgow meafure. What grain can be

fpared
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fpared has a ready market among the inhabitants of the hill
country.

Fuel.———=There is a great fcarcity of fuel here. Peats are
bad, fcarce, and at a great diftance. No trials for coal have
yet been made in the parith. It is much to be withed, that
fome cxertions were ufed to difcover whether coals can be
found in this part. If the.experiments prove fuccefsful, it
would be a rich treafure to the proprietors, and a vaft advane
tage to the country at large *.

Ecclefiaftical State, School, Poor.——The money ftipend is
L.30:5:4. The vi@tual ftipend, 67 bolls and 3 firlots, Lin-
lithgow meafure. Of this laft, 32 bolls are payable half oat-
meal, half barley ; and the remainder is paid from the priory
of St Andrews, 5o miles diftant. The glebe confifts of 11 a~
cres. The king is patron. It would be improper here,
to pafs over in filence, the praife which is due to the Society
for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge. In this parith, 4 of
their fchools are eftablithed ; and here their labour has not
been in vain. At thefe fchools, 3bout 4o0]children are taught
to read, write, and underftand the common rules of arithme-
tic. Much attention is paid to their religious inftru&tion ; and -
every violation of moral re&itude is punithed with the utmoft
feverity. By thefe means, good principles are inftilled into
the minds of the children in their infant years, To this lau-
" Vor.VL U dable

* The price of labour has rifen much within thefc few years. Farm fervants
eat in the houfe. ‘The wages allowed & man who can plow, fow, &c. is L.6
fterting, er with fhoes and clothes : he is allowed 4 pair of fingle fhoes,
commoanly . Brogues, 2 pair of hofe, 4 yards of tartan fora phellibeg, and
a fhort coat and veft of fome coarfe kind of cloth. A woman receives L. 3
ferting for the year.
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dable and pious inftitution, the rapid progrefs of improvement
in the Highlands may in a great meafure be attributed. There is
alfo a fchool, fupported by the heritors, at the village of Dull,
at which about 100 children are taught. Such as chufe, may
there receive the benefit of claffical learning: hitherto it has
been fuperintended by men who received a liberal education ;
but, as the falary isonly L. 80 Scptch, and the perquifites and
fchool fees very low, it is to be feared that young men of this
defcription will not confider it as an obje&t worth their atten-
tion.

The number of poor upon the roll, in the whole parifh, is
40. What money is expended for their fupport is colle@ed in
the church on Sundays, which annually amounts to L. 24, or
thereabouts, Particular attention is paid only to the cafe of
fuch as are bed-rid. All who are able to go about to afk chari-
ty, receive very little from the parochial funds. It muft be
confefled, that hitherto this part of our conftitution has not
been fufficiently attended to. If this, however, and the neigh-
bouring parifhes, were to fupport their own poor, there is good
reafon to think, that both partics would be gainers by it: the
poor would be better provided for; and the country would
not be infefted by fo many fturdy beggars as pour in upon it

from the north, during the months of June, July, and Aus
guft.

Mifcellaneous Remarks.—~The roads, upon the whole, are in
tolerable good order. Of late, a great deal ‘has been done to
improve them, and much till remains to perform. The king’s
road between Stirling and Invernefs pafles through this parifh.
There are no turnpikes. The country roads are made and
kept in repair by the ftatute work, exadted in kind: but it is
to be wifhed that this mode were altered, and that the occu-
piers of land were affefled in a wmoderate fum of money. By

~ - laying
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laying out this money judicioufly, the work wou'd te better
done, carlier in the feafon, and to a far greater extent *,

The people are fober, regular, and induftrious: they are
lively, chearful, and given to hofpitality. Crimes are daily
becoming more rare.  Grofs offenders are held in great dif-
grace. A notorious drunkard is defpifed in the higheft degree.
The people enjoy, in a reafonable degree, the comforts and
conveniencies of life; and, in general, appear happy and con-
tented with their condition. Their condition; however, might
be meliorated if proprictors would grant them leafes of their
farms. All of them are tenants that may be removed at the pro-'
prictors will. It has been faid, that they would become indo-
lent if leafes were granted to them ; but experience thews that
this objection is ill-founded. '

¢ There are many Druidical temples in the parith. A very great number
of old caftles, many of them like watch towers. There Is in one glen no lefs
than the ruinsof 15 of them. Itis called Fincaftle, or Fomncbaifical, the Land
of Cattles.

All the names of places are apparently Celtic. Kynnachan, this place is
dofc by the old foreft of Shichallin; herc the gentlemen were in ufe to affem-
ble for the chafe, and touncouple their hounds ; hence, the etymology appears
to be Ceinneamb nan con, “ the mecting of Dogs.” Sbierglafi, « always run-

“ ning clear,” from the rapidity of the river Garrie, which flows clofe by it.
Duntaulizb, * the caftle of Tumble.”

U2 NUMBER
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NUMBER XXI

‘PARISH OF HUMBIE

(COUNTY AND PRESBYTERY OF HADDINGTON, SY-
NOD OF LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALE.)

. By the Rev. Me. HENRY SANGSTER.

Name and Extent.

THIS parifh was formed, foon after the Reformation, by

the jun&ion of the parithes of Keith and Humbie. Ia
the end of thelaft century, the parith of Keith was called Keith
Symmons, and that of Humbie, Keith Hundeley. The origin
of the name of Humbie, which they bear fince their annexa-
tion, is unknown ; and has probably arifen, as in other cafes,
from fome frivolous circumftance.—— It is nearly in the form

of a {quare of 6 miles, but is interfefted by the parith of
Fala.

Population.—The return to Dr. Webfter, in 1955, was 570
fouls ; at prefent, there are 676 in this parith. From the re-
gifter of births, taking at an average of 10 years, at any period,
it appears that the population has not decreafed during the laft
6o years. In a diftrict like this, where the fole occupation of
the inhabitants has always been agriculture, the aumbers muft

be
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be nearly ftationary. Indeed the improvement of 2 horfes ine
ftead of 4 in a plough, which was introduced in the year
1768, evidently leflened the number of farm fervants; but
this effe&t of it feems to have been counteraled, by the addi-
tional work occafioned by the preferable modes of agriculture,
and particularly that of raifing turnips, which commenced ex=
adlly at the fame period: for upon one large farm, on which
about 100 acres of turnips are raifed annually, the numbers
are encreafed, and more fill could find employment.

There are 7 heritors, 4 of whom refide : 10 farmers ; x inn-
keeper: 3 weavers; § fmiths; 4 carpenters; 4 taylors; &
baker; 1 fhoemaker; 1 dyer. The other inhabitants are em-
ployed in the different operations of hufbandry.

Soil, Agriculture, {fc.——The high grounds, lying be-
tween Soutrahill and Lammerlaw, are adapted for the pafture
of the common Scotch fheep. Attempts have been made to

raife crops of corn upon fome parts of them, where the foil is

naturally good 5 but, though fkill and induftry have occafion-
ally fucceeded, the expence, expofure, and climate, point out
the pafturing of them to be the moft profitable fyftem.—~The
foil of the parifh, in general, is various: in fome parts, a thia
wet clays in others, moffy. A great deal of it, however, is
fit for raifing turnips or grain ; and, wherever it is favourable
for thefe crops, it is cultivated generally with great attention
apd ability. The favourite rotation of crops is, turnips, bar-
ley or oats, clover, oats, which is certainly the beft that is at
prefent in praQice; though, were the climate earlicr, an
improvement might be made upon it by introducing wheat
after turnips. Several thoufand bolls of oats, and fome hun-'
dred bolls of wheat and barley, are fent annually to mar-
ket. Great attention has been given to the rearing of fheep,
and the fuccefs has been proportional. It is from this parith

that
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that the Edinburgh market has, of late years, been fupplied
with the firft early lambs ; one farmer having fent to it annu-
ally 100, at a guinea each. The ewes from which they are
obtained are of the Cowley breed. They are kept till they
are old, and are well fed through the year. By a fimilar ma-
nagement, lambs may be had as early as they are wanted, and,
perhaps, from any breed of fheep ; but it will be neceflary, for
that purpofe, that the ewes and lambs be kept as warm as pof-
fible in a houfe or fhed, the ewes being fed with turnips
and with oats daily, at the rate of a peck to 20 of them.
This method of obtaining early lambs is reckoned preferable
to that which, it is faid, is followed in the fouth of Scotland, of
heating the ewes in a barn, or any inclofed place.

Only 3 farmers in this parith are fubjeCted, by their leafes,
to pay kain-fowls. Thirlage carriages and kain were in ufe
X6 years ago : but the prefent tenants, when offering for their
farms, infifted for an exemption from them; and, asthey al-
lowed more in their propofals than an equivalent for it, the al-
teration has been attended with no lofs to the progrietors, and
allows the tenants to proceed in their operations without being
expofed to the hurtful confequences arifing from capricious or
ill-timed interruptions.

So late as the year 1770, a farm of the rent of L. %70 was
reckoned a large one; now, one at the rent of L. 100 is not
deemed fufficient for a farmer to}live upon. From L. 300
to L. 500 of rent, is reckoned a moderate fize. Should this
fpeculation be progreflive, of which there is great appearance
at prefent, the confequences are perhaps not uncertain. It
cannot be hurtful to the condition of the loweft clafs of people,
or, confequently, to population ; and proprietors will receive
a great encreafe of rent, while the farmers, who have fkill and
fpirit for fuch increafed undertakings, will be as amply re-
warded. But, by this melioration of their cltates, for fuch

3 they
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they feem to think it, by throwing corn farms into the fize of
L. 1000 a year, or upwards, proprietors will annihilate, in a
great meafure, the clafs of farmers ; and may find it difficult,
at no diftant day, to get perfons pofieffed of ftock and abilities
for fuch undertakings, as too great a reduétion of the number of
farmers muft operate as powerfully, as the diminutive fize of
farms, againft a fpirit of cmulation and improvement,

Roads, Changes of Property, Woods, &'c.—~Before the year
1770, the roads were fo bad, that in many places they were
impaffable in winter; and, at no feafon of the year, could
more than § bolls of grain be fent to market upon a two horfe
cart. But, in confequence of an A& of Parliament, for the
county, levying 20s. from every ploughgate of land, they are

now in fo good repair, that 10 bolls are the common load..

They were made more eafily, however, that gravel was at no
great diftance, and the foil admitted of their being formed by
the plough.  For the purpofe of keeping them in repair, the
tenants, who have fields of fown grafs in their neighbourhood,
are allowed 2d. for each cart load of ftones which they gather
upon them, and are befides paid for the carriage.

Property has fluuated much in this parifh of late. This
has been the cafc with none more than the barony of Keith;
which, together with Inch-Keith and other lands, were given,
along with the office of Hereditary Great Marifhal of Scot-
land, by King Malcolm, to one Robert, as a reward for kill-
ing, with his own hand, Camus the king and champion of the
Danes, at the battle of Barry, in the year 1010. From thefe
lands Robert took the firname of Keith, and they remained in
the pofleflion of the family till they were fold for the purpofe
of affording aid to General Leflie. "

Humbie wood confifts of about 300 acres of oak and birchj
and, being contiguous to Salton wood, prefents a beautiful

object
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obje&t to a traveller, when the Lothians open to his view,
from Soutrahill. There are fome wood-cocks and pheafants
init. It is infefted with that diftemper, fo pernicious to cat-
tle, called the Wood-ill, or Muir-ill; the effe@s of which
may, however, be certainly prevented by caftor oil, or any o-
ther laxative. The grafs glebe is not free from this diftemper,
though the natural wood, with which it was covered, has been
rooted out more than 6o years ago.

This diftrict is well fituated with regard to markets for corn,
being at the diftance of 8 miles from Haddington, and of ¢
miles from Dalkieth, the only ready money markets, Edinburgh
excepted, in Scotland. The advantages of fuch markets are
numerous ; and, proprictors would effentially promote the in-
terefts of agriculture, if they would co-operate with the farm-
, ers in cftablifhing them wherever it can be done ®.

Rent.—The valued rent is L. 3991 : 3 : 4 Scotch : the real
rent about L. 2700 fterling. The price of arable land is from
- 7284 to 30s. per acre. The pralice of letting farms, by pri-
vate

® The wages of fervants, of all denominations, have encreafed one-third
during the laft 20 years. Day-labourers receive 15.  Women, boys, and girls,
when hoeing turnips, 6d. per day : a maid fervant in the houfe, L. 3 yearly;
a young man capable for managing horfes, L. 6. The whole emoluments of
a married farm fervant amount to about L. 14; which, with the eamnings of
his wife, enable him to rear a family of 4 or § children; but,«during this pe-
ried, the whole family are very poorly fed indeed. The firft relief he meets
with is from the oldeft of his children, who go as early as poffible to fervice,
and give him whatever they can fpare for bringing up their younger brothers
and fifters. In this way have numerous families been brought up, without
the leaft aid from the public funds. When their filial exertions are no longer
neceffary, the young people turn their attention to drefs. The higher clafs
go along with the tafte of times; and, to {ay their expences have been doubled
within the [aft 20 yeass, is by no means to over-rate them,
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wate offers, has been generally adopted in this parifh; and, in
fome inftances, needy and unikilful perfons were preferred for
a mere trifle, and foon became infolvent. This mode of let-
ting farms to the perfon who offers moft, provided he ftocks
his farm, and pays the firft year’s rent, is unfavourable. to %
griculture. The private intereft of proprietors, and the good

of the public, point eut the amount of the rent to be an infe- -

rior confideration to the abilitics of the tenant : for it is only
in the hands of fuch perfons, that the foil can be made produc~
tive ; and from them alone, when in circumftances moderate-
ly eafy, are improvements to be expected : nor can a more ef-
feual check be given to induftry and genius, than to puta
farmer, who, by his attention and talents, has brought his
farm to a high ftate of improvement, upon a level with an un-
known adventurer, or to require from him, at the expiry of
‘his leafe, a rifc of rent cqual to the extent of his own melige
Fation of the foi

Minerals, Rivers, &’c.—There feems to be abundance of
iron-ore in many places ; and there are appearances of coal.

—There is a fpring of martial acidulous water, which was

much reforted to, 6o years ago, by people of fathion, for fcor
butic diforders.

There are § brooks, Birns-water, Humbie-water, and Keith-
water. In all of them there is plenty of trout, fome of which
are of a good flav6ur. There is a fall and a quantity of water
upon them fufficient for machinery.

la the higher parts of the parith the air is fharp and cold 3
in the lower, it is more temperate. So heathful, upon the
whole, is the climate, that epidemical diftempers, when fome-
times prevailing in ncighbouring diftri€ts, feldom, and then
but partially, affe@%he inhabitants of this, Rheumatifm is
the diforder with which the Joweft glafs of peoplc are diftref-

Vor. VL X fed,
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fed, and in a degree not lefs, it is believed, than in any other
part of Scotland. It is occafioned partly by the damp of their
houfes, though no diftri¢t is better provided in wood and coal
for feul; and partly, by their fleeping in the open air at mid-day,
when their work is finifhed ;' and by fitting down to cool ther-
felves when over-heated, inftead of putting on their clothes,
and keeping themfelves in motion for a while *.

Mifcellaneous Remarks..— There are 3 Seceders, and 1 E-
pifcopal family.——The ftipend received an augmentation in
1771, and is now worth about L.go. The glebe is a pogr one.

There

* The vefliges of a Roman Caflellum Stativum are flill to be feen, upon 'the
eftate of Whiteburgh, in the S. W. part of the parith. It was of a circular
form, and confifted of 3 walls, at the diftance of 1g feet from each other,
built with very large ftones, and with cement only at the bottom. It occa-
pied more than an acre of ground. No information can be got about the
height of the walls; but the proprictor of the lands remembers that the
parts of them which he has feen, were 16 feet thick. The whole work has
been carried off at different times for building the prefent houfe and offices of
Whiteburgh, and fome farm houfes upon the eftate.—Near it were feveral
tumuli, ih which were urns full of bones or athes. In the camp itfelf, were
found a medal of Trajan, a fibula, a patera, and a horn of a moofe deer——
In its near neighbourhood, but in other parithes, are 3 other encampments,
fituated in fuch a manner, as gives room to fuppofe, that the whole were ime"
tended to adt in concert, and overlook the Lothians. Perhaps the houfe
of Keith, one of the feats of the Earl Marifhal, though of no later date than
1590, may be mentioned on account of its hall, which furpaffed any thing of
the kind, and was fuited to the fplendor of a family at that time the moft o~
pulent and powerful in the kingdom. The houfe itfelf was of the form of
a hollow fquare; and one entire fide of it, 110 fect in extent,and 3 ftories in
height, was occupied as a hall. Snciecding proprietors have pulled it down.
The timber with which the houfe was built, was a prefent from the King of
Denmark, as an expreflion of the high opinion he conceived of the Earl, when

- employed to treat of the marriage of the Princefs Anne of Denmark, with
James VI, )
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There are 2 fchools with the legal falary of 100 merks to
each. The average number of fcholars at both, is 6o.

No perfon, having a refidence in this parifh, is permitted
to beg in it, or to leave it for that purpofe. The number of
poor fupported by the funds, feldom exceeds 15. The {um
expended yearly for their fupport, and for cafual charities in
the parifh, is about L. 40; and is moftly the intereft of a ca-
pital, raifed before the year 1750, by colle&tions, when the

whole heritors and their families regularly attended public wor-

thip. From 3s. to 4s. monthly is the allowance, at an ave-
rage, to each penfioner *.

The inhabitants are mdu&nous, and fatisfied with their con-
dition.—1It is not in the recolle&ion of the oldeft perfon among
them, that an inhabitant of this parifh has been punifhed for
any crime. Dram-drinking, fo prevalent in other parts of
Scotland, is a vice utterly unknown, as might be expected
from a people, among whom no manufalture has ever been
e(tabliﬂxed, and whofe fole ‘employment, that of -a very few
individuals excepted, is agriculture.

* In this, and fome of the neighbouring diftrifts, many labourers, mecha-
mics, and farm fervants, who are in fuch circumftances that they could not,
with much propriety, apply to their parith fands for a temporary relief, have
formed themfelves into focieties, whofe objet it is to give aid to fuch of their
members as may be accidently in diftrefs. Each member pays half a guinea at
his admiffion, and 1s. quarterly. The effes of thefe benevolent inftitutions
havealready beenextenfiveand beneficial. Theyfoon would begenerally eftablith-
ed, if gentlemen of property would become members, and contribute a fmall
fum annually ; by which they would prevent applications, in many inftances,
to the public funds, and do a moft acceptable office to numbers of perfons who
are fo neceffary to fociety; and are entitled, perhaps, to attention, on ac-
count of the difpofition they difcover to give, what they can but ill afford, for
the amiable purpofe of proteéting one another from the diftrefling and humili
ating fGtuation, of holding out their hand to receive public charity.

X2 NUMBER
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NUMBER XX

PARISH QOF KINROSS

, (mnmxr OF DUNFIRMLINE, SYNOD OF FIFE,
' COUNTY OF RINROSS.)

By the Rev. Mro ARcEanatd Suizm.

et e

Niwnes
IN-ROSS, in the Celtic, fignifies the head of the penin-
fula; and it is faid"that the whole tra& of country, ly-
ing betwixt the Tay and the Forth, had annently the name of
Rofs, or the Pmn('uih

Towns.——The town of Kinrofs, pleafantly fituated in an
extenfive plain at the weft end of Lochleven, upon the great
road between Perth and Quesasferry, at the ditance of 15
* nailes from each, is the capital of the fimall county of the fame
name, and the fear of the Sheriff, Juftice of Peace, and Ba-
ron Bailie Courts. )

This town, it would appear, formerly confifted of 47 ficad-
ings, or tofts, as they are commonly called, as is evident
from an agreement mutually entored:ito in 1708, for the df-
vifion of a cemmon, called the muirs of Kinrofs, to which
cach of them had an equal right. The inhabitants then de-

z rived
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rived their fabfitence chiefly from the produce of the towna-
cres, grasing their cattle on the feveral commons belong o
the place, and from the fith of Lochlewen.

The are 4 sanwl fairs in Kinrofs, reforted to by people
from a confiderable diftance, efpecially dealers in black-cattld
and horfes. -

Within the 1aft 30 years, between 60 and 70 new hmﬂ-
have bsen-added 16 the town," sffording accommodation for av
bove double the mwmber of families. Fhe rents of houfes are
frem 30s. to L. § each, and that of the town acres; L. 3 per
acre; each of thefe compated acres fell for between L. 8o and
L. 100 fterling, though:liable in- payment of about roe. yearly
of feu duties, and-of public burdens.———There are no houfes
of any note in the parifl, exeepting only that of Kimrofs, buiit
by the celebrated archite@ Sir William Bruce, the proprietar,
in1685. Itisa large clegant ficulture. The Rall is 545 feer .
long, by 24 feet wide. The old houfe, for fome generations
the refidence of the Earls of Morten, fituated on-the N. of the
prefent garden, was taken down-about the year 1723, but fome
veftiges of the foundation-are flill difcernible. -

Extent and Surface.——The extent of this parith i about 3¢
miles in length, from N. ro S. and nearly the fame at'its great-
cft breadthi. Itisbounded by Lochleven on the calt. Asthis
diftyi& Fes in the middle of the phain of Kinrofs, the ground
is moftly flat, and the foil various ; a little of it is of ftvong
clay, fome of 2 mixed quality, but by far the greate®® pert is
a thin light black €arth, with a gravelly bottom'; yet.even this
laft appears-capable of producing tolerably good-crops, where
unpmement: have been made.

Rivers and Lochs;~=—=There are 3 {mall rivers in this pa-
rifh, viz, Gaiimey on theS. boundary, the South-@uiech be-
low

/
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low the town, and North Quiech at the N. boundary. Al
thefe difcharge themfelves into Lochleven ; and are ftored with
fmall trout, that afford £inc amufement to anglers.

Lochleven, a magnificent and beautiful piece of water,
bounded by the hills called the Lomonds on the E. and Benar-
ty on the S. and by the plain of Kinrofs on the N. and W. is
about 12 miles in circumference, fetting afide the angular jut-
, tings, and 4 miles in length, from the W. end of the town to
the E. at the Gulet bridge®*. Several iflands are difperfed in
this fine colle&ion of water ; the moft remarkable is that dif-
tinguifhed by the captivity of Queen Mary Stewart. The fith
of the loch have been fo wéll defcribed by Pennant and others,
that it feems unneceflary to fay much about them here. The
following obfervations, however, may not be unworthy the
attention of the curious. The high flavour and bright red colour
of the trout, feem evidently to arife from the food which na-
ture has provided for them, in the loch. A confiderable part
of the bottom is oozy and fpongy, from which aquatic herbs
fpring up in abundance; and, fo vigorous are they in many
parts, as towards the beginning of autumn, to cover the fur-
face with their flowers. The trout, efpecially of fize, lie
much in that fort of bottom. Gentlemen, accuftomed to make
obfervations when angling, know well, that even in clear run-
ning rivers, where their courfe takes a diretion through a long
tra& of meadow, or of oozy ground, the trout that lie or feed
in that ground, if of fize, are generally lefs or more of a pink
colour in the fleth; while thofe that feed in the ftony or gra-
velly foil, above or below the fwampy meadows, are all white,
excepting the mixture that is fometimes made by floods. But
what appears to contribute moft to the rednefs and rich tafte of

the

* Thefc meafuremeats were taken with 3 pergmbulator on the ice,
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the Lochleven trout, is the vaft quantiy of a fmall thell-fith,
red in its colour, which abounds all over the bottom of the
loch, efpecially among the aquatic weeds. It is of fhape quite
globular, precifely of the appearance and fize of a lintfeed boll
at a little diftance, and the trouts when caught have often their
ftomachs full of them. Thefe obfervations may account for
a phenomenon of anotherkind. In Lochleven are all the dif-
ferent fpecies of hill, or burn, or muir trout, that are to be
met with in Scotland, evidently appearing from the diverfity
of manner in which they are fpotted. Yet all thefe different
kinds, after being two years in the loch, and arriving at § or
11b. weight, are red in the flefli, as all the trout of every k<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>