Chapter 3
of
Kerr Roots and Shoots

19% C'er_ltury Coach and Coachman
James Kerr (1808-1891) and Barbara (Henderson) Kerr had three children
between 1831 and 1836 in Mid Calder, and a further nine between 1837 and 1855

at Meadowbank Lodge, Kirknewton, on Lord Meadowbank’s Estate.

Their oldest son, James, named after his paternal grandfather, is born in Mid Calder on
the nineteenth of August, 1832. Subsequently he is traced as lodger in a hostel in Leith
in the 1871 Census, and his occupation given as an unmarried Mason’s Labourer.
However by 1881, and still single, he has become a coachman, and is lodging with a

Holdane family at 3 High Riggs, Edinburgh ..... Vv.i.z.

Dwelling: 3 High Riggs
1881 Census Place: Edinburgh St Cuthberts, Edinburgh, Scotland
Source: FHL Film 0223990 GRO Ref Volume 685-1 EnumbDist 12
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Marr Age Sex  Birthplace
Elizabeth HOLDANE W 40 F Edinburgh City, Edinburgh, Scotland

Rel: Head

David HOLDANE 15 M Edinburgh City, Edinburgh, Scotland
Rel:  Son
Occ: Butchers Messenger

Thomas HOLDANE 12 M Edinburgh City, Edinburgh, Scotland
Rel:  Son
Occ: Scholar

Isabella HOLDANE 10 F Edinburgh City, Edinburgh, Scotland
Rel:  Daur

Occ: Scholar



Margaret HOLDANE 9 F Edinburgh City, Edinburgh, Scotland
Rel:  Daur
Occ: Scholar

James KERR U 48 M Mid Calder, Edinburgh, Scotland
Rel: Lodger
Occ: Private Coachman

By the 1890s, still single, and still a coachman, he is living in the Edinburgh City Poors

House, Craiglockhart, Colinton and as can be seen from the following registration

document, he dies there of Apoplexy on September the Fifth, 1894..

1804, DEATHS Intho_Pariuds  of .
{1, (2.)

—Page 37—

{3.)

&)

7
//{ /fllt/x@/ ﬂ/ 2
(5.)

in tllc_ﬁég&ué,c of é‘n/;; Ly Vf./

Name nm! Suuaume, Noe, Bumme. & Rank or Profeaalon | 0augg of Peath, Duration of | i
o, When s0d Whero D x| Age o Fatler, core ol odical il "'""TW“'MJ' Lo o i | Whenaad whre Dl
G i’:’!:‘:t"é‘,‘\‘t"u!"ﬁ‘" o Namme, and Malden Burnama of Hother, P et | bl | e S T
-.41 a.[ llﬂnﬁn 7’/ J2 j’ll//’(.ano ;/I’//"ﬂ[((a ?/;‘1;4 ks ,(/Hu'/ Mf)n«% N 1804,
(WoINP .é‘/mu/;w A% .,/auﬂ.sr/ Z et /’."/’ gm'"‘ ' ;/;A,//‘/u/;{%/ v
Pt 4 (Hoedy 4 A
109 [’A.«m terttaeend | 4 4.5 2ol
2P (l'ﬂf /’//s Dosrr Mor e {/{fa V4 /// et L/;/J'(}w v éy N %fxft‘)n”};’
i Coconylocdidinid S el b\ L o i Regitiar,
A/M.{/[/q//}'y/ ) /74
/a/ymﬂd 1894, L) 42 /m,lea fors L/% ooy (//'IHI"/ 'q-r'" .,"//V 1804,
Hina /éd bgrefe Yot | Ooacedarraan ‘ i/z/\/a r;/ ot Govt /4"/‘ oy 37
Z ¢ ;'/l/ 2 4 (el , 7 At (/ZJ'(/A;«./(: 2
10 Y2 i :
lonednmase | Cily Dol s L N Aot tcra 2, s ot
5 /' /;e/r/,., S Mreter sers ¢, Gl T albeci Registpar,
[/%/;‘.‘/If'/ %4 1/}// (Herd ) ////&//
]
N /d/ym(‘ J 1884, p/ANA] —64;41 s g (rnaniy %Mﬁ:— 1894
R L ate Lo tpur 4 g7 / /
Q N \\‘ : %'@w /o 1 febs i ‘J,Jn’-n,—- -2 gt 7 x
‘S -/,41/ /5‘9 ‘/ &f—?l)"ﬂ[{ At ﬁ/l/:- At
11 2-35 P £ i laen aAﬂ '
@"V\ M%/M« LAt (2t /y _‘LZQQ_ML,L[@
\L’ zléﬂ Lol £ /d// ﬂe,//, . ‘lfrgl'llrar.
% l,‘ﬁ;;flé 4:4/7// fenys — ﬂﬂfaﬂl/
: |

. {_é& M/éiz/gﬁé .G Registrar,

Barbara and James’ next child was Robert, my Great Great Grandfather, born in Mid
Calder on the Fifth of November, 1833 and named after his maternal grandfather,
Robert Henderson. As he is my direct line ancestor, | will skip his story meantime and
deal with it last in the account of this particular generation.
Suffice to say, he also became a Coachman!

Completing the births before removal of the Kerr family from Mid Calder to
Kirknewton in 1837, is Margaret who, on the twenty-fifth of October was christened
with her maternal grandmother, Margaret Pollock’s name. All that can be said about
Margaret’s life is that it was short. She died aged about age twelve of unknown cause in
1849. By this stage, duty had been done (and with subsequent deaths, would continue to

be done) to the forenames of the four grandparents, James Kerr, Margaret Roberts,



Margaret Pollock and Robert Henderson. Thus the way was open to parents James and
Barbara to name any other future offspring in honour of their employer’s family

forenames, and then indeed Barbara herself.
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