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Kerr Roots and Shoots 
 

1881 Census for Dunfermline, Scotland 
 

In April, 1881, James and Barbara were serving the maiden Wellwood 
ladies at Pitliver House, and as will be seen below, it appears that this move 
from Bridge of Allan happened before 1873. 
 

 
 Dwelling: Pitliver East Lodge 
1881 Census Place: Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland 
 Source: FHL Film 0203521     GRO Ref    Volume 424    
EnumDist 18    Page 4 
   Marr Age Sex Birthplace 
James KERR M 72  M Midcalder, Edinburgh, Scotland 
 Rel: Head 
 Occ: Coachman Dom Serv 
Barbara KERR M 70  F Midcalder, Edinburgh, Scotland 
 Rel: Wife 
 
  
 Dwelling: Pitliver House 
1881 Census Place: Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland 
 Source: FHL Film 0203521     GRO Ref    Volume 424    
EnumDist 18     
     Marr Age Sex Birthplace 
Isabella C.M. WELLWOOD U 74  F Edinburgh,  
 Rel: Head 
 Occ: Lady 
Eliz. B.M. WELLWOOD U 71  F Edinburgh,  
 Rel: Sister 
 Occ: Lady 
Anne B. M. WELLWOOD U 58  F Edinburgh,  
 Rel: Sister 
 Occ: Lady 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1865 Map for Pitliver House, Crossford, Dunfermline. 
 
 
 

 
 

But, as seen in the GRO image that appears on the next page …. daughter Barbara, born 

in 1855 at Meadowbank Lodge, Kirknewton, is living with her parents at Pitliver House 

just before her marriage to Thomas Spence in 1874 in Edinburgh. Thus the old folks, 

Kerr and Maconochie-Wellwood, had moved there not long after last seen in Bridge of 

Allan in 1871. I often wonder if Pitliver House had originally been the property of the 



previously mentioned Robert Wellwood of Dunfermline, Great Grandfather of Isabella, 

Elizabeth and Anne Maconochie-Wellwood? 

 

 
Daughter Barbara is by 1881 living in Edinburgh with her husband and three 

daughters:- 

 

 Dwelling: 2 Northumberland Place 
1881 Census Place: Edinburgh St Marys, Edinburgh, Scotland 
 Source: FHL Film 0223998     GRO Ref    Volume 685-2    EnumDist 83     
    Marr Age Sex Birthplace 
Thomas Pallister SPENCE M 25  M England 
 Rel: Head 
 Occ: Waiter (D S) 
Barbara SPENCE  M 26  F Kirknewton, Edinburgh,  
 Rel: Wife 
Barbara SPENCE   U 6  F Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland 
 Rel: Daur 
 Occ: Scholar 
Ellen SPENCE   U 3  F Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland 
 Rel: Daur 
Ann SPENCE    U 11 m F Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland 
 Rel: Daur 



Unfortunately, by 1887, James and Barbara’s grand-daughter, Barbara Spence Jnr., dies 

of peritonitis in her parents’ home, now in Dundee. 

 
 

In Chapter Six, the story of James and Barbara Kerr…. and  Thomas and Barbara 

Spence, now with an enlarged family, continues in Crossford, Dunfermline and Dundee, 

respectively. 


