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Going back to 1840 in Kirknewton, we pick up the birth of William Kerr to James and 

Barbara. The next information about William appears in the 1871 Census for 

Buckingham Terrace Lane in St Cuthbert Parish, Edinburgh where he lodges, 

unmarried, and serves as a Domestic Coachman. 

 
 

Thereafter ….. tragedy in 1878 when William is found at 5 a.m. on the 1st of June in the 

Union Canal near Meggetland, a victim of ‘apparent accidental drowning’. 

 


