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Walter Kerr, fifth son of James and Barbara (Henderson) Kerr, was christened in 

Kirknewton and East Calder on the 15th of March, 1846, and he was next traced in the 

1871 Census, aged 25, in employment at Blythswood House, Renfrew as ‘2nd 

Coachman’ to Archibald C. Campbell, Superior of the Barony of Blythswood, Glasgow, 

and Vice-Lieutenant of the County of Renfrew.  

 

 
 



The following year, 1872, Walter married Janet McNeill McLay on the 31st of January 

at Landilands, Inchinnan, Renfrew although by that time he was employed as a 

Coachman at Mountcharles House, Ayr. 

 

 
 

 

 

The known family that they had thereafter was as follows: 

 

James KERR (b.15.01.1873-Alloway, Ayr, Scotland) 

 

Flora McMillan KERR (b.15.01.1873-Alloway, Ayr, Scotland) 

 

Barbara Ann (Annie) Henderson KERR (b.19.05.1874-Alloway, Ayr, Scotland) 

 

Walter Henderson KERR (b...1891-Ayr, Ayr, Scotland) 

 

But, 

At the time of the 1881 Census, the family was as follows,  

 



 Dwelling: Mountcharles Coachman’s House 

1881 Census Place: Ayr, Ayr, Scotland 

 Source: FHL Film 0203591     GRO Ref    Volume 578    EnumDist 27    
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   Marr Age Sex Birthplace 

Walter KERR M 35  M Kirknewton, Edinburgh, Scotland 

 Rel: Head 

 Occ: Coachman, Domestic Servant 

Jennet KERR  M 32  F Inchinnan, Renfrew, Scotland 

 Rel: Wife 

James KERR   M 8 Alloway, Ayr, Scotland 

 Rel: Son 

 Occ: Scholar 

Flora KERR   F   8 Alloway, Ayr, Scotland 

 Rel: Daughter 

 Occ: Scholar 

Annie KERR   F   6 Alloway, Ayr, Scotland 

 Rel: Daughter 

 Occ: Scholar 

 

And Walter was employed by William Houldsworth, Ironmaster, 

 

 Dwelling: Mountcharles Mansion House 

1881 Census Place: Ayr, Ayr, Scotland 

 Source: FHL Film 0203591     GRO Ref    Volume 578    EnumDist 27    
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    Marr Age Sex Birthplace 

William HOULDSWORTH M 49  M Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland 

 Rel: Head 

 Occ: Ironmaster 

Sarah HOULDSWORTH M 48  F Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland 

 Rel: Wife 

Evelyn M. HOULDSWORTH U 22  F Glasgow, Lanark, Scotland 

 Rel: Daur 

+ Servant Staff of 10! 



Mountcharles House, Alloway, Ayr 

 
 

Unfortunately, Flora McMillan Kerr died in 1883 aged 10 years. 

 


