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LIFE AND LETTERS

OF

SIR GILBERT ELLIOT

FIRST EARL OF MINTO.

CHAPTER I

Lapy MALMESBURY'S letters having carried us on to the
summer of 1792, we must now retrace our steps to the
spring of that year, when Sir Gilbert went up to London
to attend to his parliamentary duties, and resumed his
place as his wife’s correspondent at head-quarters.

A slight delay was caused in his journey to town by
a collision with a runaway couple to Gretna, who had
carried off all the horses. ¢ The lady is a fortune, and
- pays all the post-boys largely herself, so she is not

carried off by force, though she looks a miserable little
creature.’ ' .

¢ London : March 24, 1792.
¢. . . I dined yesterday at the “ Star and Garter,”

at a sort of party club for members of the House of

VOL. IL - B
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2 LIFE AND LETTERS [1792

Commons to dine every Friday during the session.
There are seldom above a dozen, but they are generally
the leading people. Fox was accordingly there yester-
day, and Grey. Sheridan came in late in the evening,
just as we were parting. Fox is always pleasant in
these sort of small and cosy companies; and he has
exactly the merit which he said he liked yesterday in
Lord Sandwich, which was being very much engaged
and eager in whatever he was about ; with this differ-
ence; that Fox is generally eager about better things
than Lord Sandwich whose objects were mostly trifling
and childish to the greatest degree. Lord Sandwich is
supposed to be dying. Gerard Hamilton has had a
severe paralytic stroke, which is not his first, and he is
not expected to recover. . . .

¢I am glad to find, I think, an appearance of greater
moderation about the French affairs and our own con-
stitution, etc., than there seemed to be last year. The
conduct of France is not commended in everything as
it was, by anybody that I have met with, and Fox
spoke as ill of Payne’s book yesterday as other people,
which he did not do last Parliament of Payne’s first
book. There are certainly a certain number of people
in the kingdom who are desirous of confusion; but
there always are, and always must be, some such men
in every country. They do not appear to produce any
effect, and that matter is now in the hands of Horne
Tooke and such persons, who will probably never be
able to raise even a mob of the populace, but will
certainly make no revolution. Francis, however, I am
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sorry to say, is very furious, and, I think, wrong-headed.
on these points, and seems to have no objection to a
convulsion. Sheridan is also one of those who think:
they might gain by confusion, and I am persuaded that
he wishes to stir the lower ranks of the people even by
the hope of plundering their betters. But I class him
in a form very little above Horne Tooke in character.
and estimation, and therefore in effect, in this
country. . . .

¢ There is one of the finest pictures of Sylvester
Douglas at Lawrence’s I ever saw. Lawrence seems to.
me much improved this year. There is a picture of
Grey just begun, wonderfully like.’

‘ London : Monday, March 26, 1792..

‘T dined on Saturday at Burlington House, where
there was but a small party. The Duke was kind as
possible in his manner, and desired me to come, when-
ever I was disengaged, in a family way, which I propose
to do now and then. If I can break through the
Duchess’s cold and particular ways, I should find it a
pleasant resource. Lady Charlotte is a good-looking
girl, but not up to beauty. I dined yesterday at Lord
Sheffield’s; we had Lord North, the Douglases, and
Lally Tolendal, a French emigrant ; I was entertained
with his company. He was a principal leader of the
moderate party in France, whose plan for their consti-
tution was formed very much on the British model,
and which is equally distant from the extremes of the
two other parties. He is, of course, detested by both,

B 2



4 LIFE AND LETTERS (1792

and has been in exile a good while ; he is now return-
ing to Paris, not without some expectation of being
hanged.’
¢ Tuesday, April 3.

¢ Yesterday was a busy day. I attended Mr. Grey’s
committee on the laws concerning debtor and creditor
at eleven in the forenoon, and had no opportunity to
write a line to you before I went to the House for the
motion on the slave-trade. = The question for a gradual
abolition of the slave-trade was carried by a great
majority. Wilberforce moved for the immediate aboli-
tion. Dundas proposed the amendment of gradual,
and was supported by the Speaker, who, by the way,
did not make a figure, but a much better one than
mine on the Test Act, so I have no right to criticise.
Fox licked both Dundas and the Speaker soundly, and
stuck to Wilberforce. Young Jenkinson' then spoke
and proposed a scheme of his own. It was a set speech,
composed and delivered in mimicry rather than imita-
tion of Pitt, but so inferior, and I think so puerile in
manner in spite of all the confidence, arrogance, and
conceit that couid belong to a veteran, that he put me
in mind of a monkey brought in to dance on the rope
after a principal performer. He will do, however, in
the world ; for those qualities which make a man odious
and unamiable in private life are very successful in
public, especially when added to great application, and
probably both to ambition and every other branch of
the selfish and interested passions. I was, on the

! Aftarwards second Earl of Liverpool and Prime Minister.
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whole, disappointed with him, but he is nevertheless an
extraordinary boy. He makes more faces than his
father, and is so ludicrous in action and grimace that
his language has hardly fair play. Pitt delivered one
of the greatest and most eloquent speeches I ever
heard in my life, and being right, it went so far that
one could hardly help almost liking him. But enough
of speeches, which you don’t like long accounts of,

¢ N.B.—I voted with Pitt and Fox for the immediate
abolition.’
‘ ¢ London : Thursday, April 5, 1792,

¢. . . I have seen more of Fox and his set this year

than usual, having made a point to dine at a weekly
club with him pretty regularly, and having been now
and then at Brookes’s. I should wish to get over the
little reserve, both on his side and mine, which has
kept us at a distance so long; but I imagine, that
without living something of the same life, which I am
not equal to, this is not very easy to accomplish, I
have seen a good deal of Douglas and Lady Katherine,
and I am really happy to tell you that you have a very
good chance, almost a certainty, of seeing them at
Minto. I dined yesterday at Mrs. John Pitt’s with
the Cholmondeleys and Bellinghams. Cholmondeley
is more absurdly uxorious than ever. . . . He had hold
of her hand under the table from the time the dessert
was set down, not only squeezing but perpetually
shaking it; and if he quitted hold an instant to
make some gesture or action, he snatched it again
as if they had met after a long separation. The whole
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was a great display, and would almost make one sick
of being in love with one’s own wife. His mother is
now living at Hartingfordbury, enjoying conjugal feli-
city with her husband at his parsonage. I am sorry,
however, to find she is entirely broken in her health
and mind, to the extent of not knowing people nor
remembering anything. Miss Palmer, Sir Joshua’s
niece, has about 30,000l. by his death, and everybody
is marrying her. Who should you guess to have the
best chance in most people’s opinion, but Lord Inchi-
gquin, a fool of at least sixty or seventy years old?
Young Dick Burke is the most talked of, then Dr.
Blackden, Mr. Malone, Dr. Lawrence, and Walker
King. She has as many suitors as Penelope, but all
of them taken together would not make one Ulysses.
Lord Ossory, who had - the first choice of a picture, has
taken the Reclining Venus, with a boy piping at her
feet. You probably remember it as a beautiful picture.
Lord Palmerston, who has the next choice, has taken
the Infant Academy. . . . I am going to-day at
length to Beconsfield. Burke has been there ever since
I came, except a day or two that he came to town on
business, when I called in Duke Street but missed him.
I wrote in the beginning of this week to say that Elliot
and I proposed to go to Beconsfield to-day if he was to
be at home, and I received the answer which I inclose
to you. You will observe a little stiffness in it. I
believe there was something of the same gort in mine.
The truth is, that-I have had a horror at this meeting,
and that he does not know how to feel on the subject
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either. I believe his disposition towards me to be
affectionate and kind as usual, but I know his san-
guine character so well that I cannot doubt of his
being at heart deeply hurt and affected at my with-
drawing myself from the proceeding of last year. My
own wish, and a very anxious one it is, is to return to
the most unlimited cordiality and affection with him in
point of private and personal friendship; but, besides
that I am unable to go all lengths with him on the
subject which most engrosses his mind—the French
question, I have felt so sensibly the evil of admitting
any sway over my mind so powerful and sovereign as
his was, and .have found myself so often led to a fluctua-
tion of opinion on important points by yielding first
to the influence of his authority, and then having to
combat the same point with my own reason, and I
think ‘the particular subject of his present attention is
so likely to lead to questions of immense moment on
which every man should form an opinion of Ais own,
and regulate his conduct by an unbiassed and temperate
judgment, that I cannot again surrender myself so un-
conditionally even to Burke; and this is a resolution
which I mustacquaint him with. I doubt whether, on
these terms, we can be as cordial as I wish, although
our habits and intercourse may be undoubtedly kept up
with the same external intimacy—if these two words
can go together. I had a long conversation yesterday
with the Duke of Portland on this subject, and there
seems the less chance of a perfect recovery with me, as
I tind even the Duke is far from.being on the same



8 LIFE AND LETTERS (1792

footing as he was with him. The Duke is strongly and
fondly attached to him; and I never saw anybody
more deeply wounded than he seems by this interrup-
tion in their former habits. Burke, I believe, feels
the same on his side, and they have met, and still
meet, as often as opportunities offer, in the way of
private friendship and society, both in town and country,
but they have never once yet touched on the subject of
last year’s catastrophe, or of Burke’s last pamphlet.
I own I go in a great funk, and wish I was back again
already, although I have a strong desire to express to
Burke the continuance of my attachment for him.
Elliot is a sort of mediator between us ; and I think is
the only one out of Burke’s family who is now as en-
tirely his as we all were before.’!

¢ London ; Monday, April 9, 1792.

¢+ . . I am very much relieved in my mind by

the renewal of my intercourse with Burke, as that
subject has weighed pretty heavily on me ever since I
left town last May. His reception of me was full of

! The following passage, which occurs in a letter of a later date,
written by Mr. Elliot of Wells to Sir Gilbert, gives an instance of the
influence exercised by Mr. Burke over his friends:

‘Young Burke had applied to Lord Fitzwillism for the seat of
Higham Ferrars, and was refused, Lord Fitzwilliam conceiving that
young Burke would follow his father’s footsteps. and in conversing with
young Burke he used some unguarded expressions, and called old Burke
the standard-bearer of Pitt. This produced a severe remonstrance from
old Burke, which affected Lord Fitzwilliam so much that he kept his
bed, and was actua.lly ill for several days. When Burke heard this he
was 80 much hurt in his turn, that he went to Lord Fitzwilliam and the
whole thing was made up.’
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kindness, and I have reason to be satisfied that there
is much less difference in his affection for ‘me than in
the case of any other of his friends, with perhaps the
exception of Elliot and the Duke of Portland. But
with all this, I own I did not feel perfectly comfortable.
He talked his own language about the French Revolu-
tion, and his difference with his former friends on that
subject, as freely as if I had no share in their dissent
from him; and this, Elliot tells me, is a distinction in
my case, for with all his other friends he avoids the
subject entirely. But the conversation on these points
was necessarily all, or next to all, on his side ; and he
never led to the only topic really interesting between
us, or which seemed naturally to call for explanation—
I mean my withholding all concurrence or countenance
last year on that memorable and unhappy day, and the
total suspension of all intercourse between us ever
gince. I saw that it was a measure with him to avoid
this explanation, and I was not earnest to bring it on.
But in the course of our conversation I did take occasion
to say that I had found my mind fluctuate on this sub-
ject,and that I was so made as to be incapable of form-
ing a judgment on which I could depend myself in any
other way than by preserving the most temperate and
cool tone of mind, and rather weighing and balancing
all that was offered on all sides in a judicial way than
trusting myself with anything like enthusiasm even for
those sentiments which I am most inclined to approve
and to partake in. I told him also that I was fully
sensible of the great importance of the questions which



10 LIFE AND LETTERS [1792

seemed not unlikely to arise in this country, and to
require a decision from every one of us, and that my
thoughts were really not a little occupied with them ;
and that the possibility of our being called upon to
treat these questions as more practical than they had
hitherto been in England added to my anxiety to be in
possession of my own judgment on these points, and to
put myself, by coolness, in a capacity to satisfy at least
myself with the part I might think it right to take.
The Duke of Portland called there yesterday, induced
to do so I believe on account of my being there, and
being pleased, both for my sake and Burke’s, that we
should meet in unity again. Dick is fortunately in
Ireland, and the brother at Bristol. Mrs. Burke has
been ill, and is a little altered in looks. . . . The
" weather has been charming—the primroses and violets
in. full blow, many of the shrubs in leaf, the blackthorn
and all the cherry-trees in blossom. You do not know
what pretty walks and woods there are beyond this
place. Elliot and I strolled among them all yesterday
forenoon while Burke was at church, and I often wished
I had you for my companion instead of one who, with
every excellence of heart and character, is dead to every
sensation and enjoyment, and is therefore like a wet
blanket to a fire, or a blight to the blossoms I was ad-
miring. . . .
¢ The Duke of Clarence applied in form to Burke, at
court, as one of Sir Joshua’s executors, for a cast which
Sir Joshua had of Mrs. Jordan’s leg; and Burke sent,
it to him accordingly, for which the Duke sent a note
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with his own and Mrs. Jordan's thanks. The cast was
made by Mrs. Damer some time ago, before Mrs. Jordan
was a princess, 8o that this testimony of her beauty
was given to merit and not to rank. Burke showed us
the King of Poland’s present to him on account of the
honourable mention made by Burke of the late Polish
revolution. It is a gold medal of the King, extremely
well executed and extremely like him. It is accom-
panied by a very pretty note in the King’s hand, and
written in English. Besides this there was a festival
given in Poland expressly in honour of Burke, at which
there was a great display of magnificence, and a general
illumination with devices expressing his name—such
as his cypher E. B. combined with the arms of Poland,
etc. This may be set against Fox’s bust in Peters-
burg.

¢. . . The King of Sweden had received an anony-
mous letter the day on which he was assassinated, in-
forming him of his danger and advising him not to go
to the ma.squfarade. The letter said that its writer was
not his friedd, but on the contrary one of his most
determined enemies, but that he scorned to take his
life in that way.” (This letter is not completed.)

¢ April 14, 1792.
¢. . . Grey and Dr. Moore, brother of Sir John, dined
with us yesterday. Lord Lauderdale, Grey, Francis,
Courtenay, and a few others, among whom is Mackin-
tosh,! the author of a book on the French Revolution

! Afterwards Sir James Mackintosh, author of Vindicie Gallice.
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on the democratic side, which is much commended by
those who are of that way of thinking, have formed an
assoctation for procuring Parliamentary reform in
England ; that is to say, some new mode or other of
electing the House of Commons., This association is in
its infancy at present, but is likely enough to grow and
to succeed in their first object, which is to excite a
elamour and to raise a flame on this subject. They are
to invite and promote associations all over England, and
after giving notice in Parliament this year of a motion
for Parliamentary reform next session, they are to em-
ploy the recess in forwarding the agitation of the
question all over the island. A thousand schemes will
therefore be formed; the most violent will have the
greatest number of supporters and the greatest clamour,
and the business will soon be taken out of the hands
which moved it and placed in worse. If any effect at
all is produced by this association for Parliamentary
reform, the business will not be confined to that object,
but will of course run wild through the whole field of
innovation. I was surprised at Grey’s taking this part,
as he seemed to me more temperate and considerate
than most of my friends last year. He is fairly in
for it now, and I see they are already dubbing them-
selves the only patriots in the country, and are making
6119 another drunk with expectations of distinction ah_d
glory in this new course. I am verysorry for this, as I
think it always possible in such a country as this, and
perhaps in any country if people of weight and authority
set about it, to create confusion, and always impossible
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to know what the issue of confusion will be; but on
the whole, I think a great majority of the nation will
be for quiet, and that the example of France may rather
gecure than endanger us. -At the same time, it is cer-
tainly possible that, like other examples, it may operate
just the other way. . . . Dr. Moore seems to me a dull
and rather foolish man, with the pretensions of a
traveller and author, and a good deal of that unmeaning
sort of Scotch philosophy which is so universal with that
class of my countrymen. . . .

¢There had been a report the day before yesterday
that the Duke of York had shot himself at Newmarket,
and it got into the World, I mean the newspaper of that
name ; but there was not the slightest foundation for
it. It was occasioned by a post-boy coming into
Whitechapel, who, being asked by somebody, What
news from Newmarket ? gave this account by way of
wit. The fact is, however, that the Duke of York, and,
I believe, the Prince, lost everything they played for at
Newmarket, which was to a great amount. If anything
can make a democracy in England it will be the Royal
Family. People seem to think the Prince cannot live
above a year or two, and that he has been threatened
with apoplectic symptoms, but I do not know much of
the foundation of this story. Others say he is going to
marry a Princess of Brunswick, a beautiful woman. I
went the day before yesterday to Sheen, and found a
large company come like myself on chance. Sir Ralph
and Lady Payne, Mr. Payne, Lady Stawall and your
friend Mr. Somerville, who seemed a pair; Lord Pem-
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broke, Miss Whitworth, Tommy Tinker, etc. Lord
~ Pembroke is the ruin of a man of gallantry, which is so
far a melancholy spectacle, that when the gallantry decays
there is nothing else left, and it forms a perfect com-
panion, or, as the French call it, a pendant, for a de-
cayed fine lady and beauty. Though these companions
are no longer good company to each other, they are
like two game-cocks exhausted by a long battle and
lying by each other—still natural enemies, but both
unable to fight. Lord Pembroke is perfectly grey, and
otherwise old-looking. However, he has -certainly
something of a natural manner, and of a man of fashion
about him, that may yet procure a tolerable place for
him in society, Lady Payne is still more ruinous than
he. But, like Lord Pembroke, her manners and polite-
ness will make her just as good company as ever for all
except the fighting cocks, Mr. Somerville I think a
ton-ish young man of bad ton—a little of the coxcomb
in the groom line.

"¢ Lady Palmerston told me, by way of secret, that they
are going abroad this summer with all their children
for a year or two. Italy is their object. I wonder when
you and I shall make a grander still ; but I own it is
hope without much reason to feed on. By the time we
are ready, I fancy we shall have no occasion to go abroad
to see antiques and ruins though I flatter myself we
shall never be able to perceive antiquity and ruin at
home ourselves, whatever travellers who visit us may
do. . ..

‘I am going directly to Beckenham, and shall
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stay till Monday, when I shall come to town as usual
for the post. The post is the first blessing of absent
{overs, but it is hard work waiting for it. God bless
you!’
¢ April 20, 1792.
¢. .. .This new association for Parliamentary re-
form and the rising spirit for promoting innovations, is
beginning to attract notice, and is likely to form an
interesting future in our politics, if it does not come
even nearer home than politics. Fox, I believe, does
not join it or approve of it ; at least I hope not.

¢I was yesterday at the new play written by Mr.
Richardson, whom I think you must have seen at Mrs.
Carew’s. Heis a good-natured, pleasant-tempered, and
poor man, and had a strong support of friends, particu-
larly of our cloth. But in fact it is a flat play, and the
moral but indifferent. The hero is a copy of Charles in
the ¢School for Scandal,’ and it is meant to prove that
a young man is the better for vices—which is a fashion-
able doctrine, and came clearly out of Sheridan’s school.
Modern moralists may be allowed at most to preach in-
dulgence for vices, at least of some sort, but not to
preach the vices themselves. Mrs. Jordan’s character is
-gerious, but seems to suit her full as well as the broad
comedy in which she usually shines. This was my first
play this year. The house is amazingly fine from its
size and form, but it is far too large for a playhouse.
One cannot distinguish a feature of the actors from a
great part of the house,and one hears very imperfectly.
New Drury Lane is to be less, but much larger than it,
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was. Covent Garden is also to be rebuilt on the same
plan as Drury Lane. I saw Mrs. Crewe yesterday for
the first time this year. She is as fat as me, and looks
very old, but she refined and puzzled me as well as
ever.
‘London: April 28, 1792.

... I dined the day before yesterday at the
Pechels’, who purpose to be at Wilton Lodge this
summer. Lord Charles Spencer, and his son Mr.
Spencer with his wife Lady Elizabeth Spencer, second
daughter of the Duke of Marlborough, were there.
She seems a gentle, good sort of girl, tolerably well-
looking but not to be called handsome. They seem
unusually well and comfortable together for that sort of
young couple of fashion. His passion is playing on the
organ, and they have accordingly set up an organ in
their parish church in the country, where ke plays, and
she has taught the children and girls to sing. . They
sing psalms together in company in London as other
people sing Italian duets. But what I mentioned them
for was to describe Lord Charles’ delight with them in
his quiet way. He is as much in love with his son as
you are with any of yours.’

¢ Tuesday, May 1, 1792,

¢This new association for Parliamentary reform
begins to make a noise, and the subject has excited
here the greatest possible anxiety, with considerable
alarm for the possible consequences. You will see their
paper, or manifesto, in Monday’s ¢ Morning Chronicle.”
Yesterday Mr. Grey gave notice in the House of his
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intention to move something on this subject next
session ; and -he accompanied his notice with a short
speech. This gave occasion to a long debate, or rather
conversation,” on the matter both of Parliamentary
reform and of this association for bringing it- about,
which you will see in this day’s paper. You will see
that many of Fox’s friends havewdeclared themselves
strongly against this measure. Amongst those who
think extremely ill of it I am one, and ought to have
said so yesterday, but did not find resolution to rise.
I was, indeed, exceedingly fatigued and worn out, hav-
ing sat the whole day in and about the House from ten
in the 'morning, and ate nothing till past ten at night,
. and eating at that time had not the effect of brighten-
ing me. If anything can prevent the mischief of agi-
tating such questiong for half-a-year together, without
even hinting at any particular poipt that they purpose
to confine themselves to, and at such a time as the
present, it is the very general and forcible disavowal
which they received yesterday from every side of thg
House, and which I hope they will receive in every
part of the country from all those who have anything
to lose by confusion. I am very sorry to see that Fox
has taken a part in their support, although he has not
signed the Association ; but he might just as well have
gsigned it as made the speech he did yesterday. One
effect will be, if ‘not certainly to divide and break up
our party, at least to expose it to very great danger of
being separated, and drive Fox still further than ever
from any hope of reconciling to him the moderate and
VOL. II. v
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prudent part of the country. The Duke of Portland is
extremely displeased with the whole proceeding, and so,
indeed, is much the greater part of his friends of every
description. Fox, I believe, was sincerely angry and
dissatisfied with the Association, because it put him in
the disagreeable dilemma of either changing his former
conduct on the same question, or differing with a great
part of those who act with him, and, indeed, with the
most weighty and respectable part of his support. We
all profess to desire not to break on this ground, but
whether it can be avoided time will show.

¢I must just tell you what it is which engages so
much of the leisure I had for writing. The Stryning
Committee disposes of one completely till it is time
for the House, or for some engagement of business or
other, and I have this day or two been in company in
the evenings. I took Elliot to Beckenham! on Sunday.
The Abbé Gautier was there on purpose to meet me,
and teach me his method of teaching everything by
games, and I made some progress. I shall bring down
all his books and games, and shall both feach and
umuse my pupils a little, but I am not for carrying his
system so far as he does himself. I returned from
Beckenham yesterday in time to dress and breakfast
before the Committee met at ten o’clock. Then came
the slave-trade. I ate a chop upstairs with the Duke
of Buccleuch, in perfect good humour and charity and
civility on both sides. I am sorry to see him look very

! Lord Auckland’s country seat, Eden Farm, was at Beckenham.
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indifferently. I went last night to a ball given by
Mrs. Gally, in honour of the birthdays of Miss Judith
Beresford and me; we were both assured that we
looked extremely well for our age. I have got Elliot

into Brookes’s. I put him up without telling him of it,

and he was chosen unanimously in the fullest room
there has been this year. I consider this as very
flattering both to him and me. I am very glad he is
chosen, as it will brush him up a little, and be a re-
source to one of his political turn, who has no society of
his own, male or female, and there is no danger of his
playing.
‘ London : Saturday, May 5, 1792.

¢. .. The news from Lisle! is true, but is told
different ways. Some accounts say that almost all the
French corps were destroyed, but I believe the truth to
be that about 150 of them were killed by a regiment or
two of dragoons, who pursued them from Tournay.
They cut Dillon, their own general, into pieces, and
mangled and massacred him in the most brutal and
savage way. Some say they also beheaded his wife,
but for that I have no good authority. They certainly
hanged, or otherwise murdered, several of their own
officers. . . . It is universally allowed that this busi-
ness is very prejudicial, and may perhaps be fatal to
the interests of the ruling party in France, but I have

' On April 20 the National Assembly by the voice of the King
declared war against the Emperor of Austria, On the 28th, the gar-
rison of Lisle sallied out to attack Tournay, were repulsed, and fled into
the city, where they murdered two of their officers.

c2

A
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no confidence in predictions on any'side. It certainly
proves that anarchy is a severe government, and that
the most civilised people becomes a wild beast when
every man in a country is left to decide for himself
what is lawful and what is not. I was at Beckenham on
Thursday to dinner, ana stayed all night to take leave
of them before their departure. They! are on their way
to Harwich this day, and expect to be at the Hague on
Monday.

¢I dine with Francis to-day. Francis is at present
very wild indeed for one who is at large. He is a
ringleader in the reforming confederacy.’

¢ London : Monday, May 7, 1792.

‘.. .I dined yesterday at Lord Carlisle’s with a
party of lords and great people. We talked a great
deal of the new Association, and were all of a mind in
condemning it. I do not know what impression they
may make with time, but at present it is difficult to
be more alone than they are in the class of people with
whom the principal associators have been used to be con-
nected, and with whom they certainly wish to stand well.
The fact is that they feel themselves already to be in a
scrape and in a disagreeable situation. On one hand
they are disavowed by the better sort, a.ndvthey disavow
the other sort themselves. There is nothing'they are
so sore upon as the imputation of any connection with,
or resemblance to, Paine or Horne Tooke’s followers;

! The Edens.



Er. 41] THE ASSOCIATION 21

and Paine ! and Horne Tooke ? are quite ready to reject
them in their turn. I was very sorry, as well as sur-
prised, that your friend Dudley North was in this
nonsense, and he seems to repent it heartily himself,
although none of them dare say so in plain words. I
am sorry to tell you too that Dudley North looks ex-
tremely ill, and I fear is so. He got into the Associa-
tion merely by his connection with Lord Lauderdale,
who is very light-headed on all subjects, and I believe
very little in earnest on any. Colonel Fullarton is one
of them, and is heartily ashamed of it. He confessed
. this to Douglas, and says that he only wishes for a fair
opportunity to quit them. He is like many of the
rest, in. having been engaged merely from a sort of
table companionship, and from a heedless kind of
assent that people sometimes give to a proposal that
seems to promise a kind of hearty and lively intercourse
among friends. . . . On the whole, this affair seems
less formidable than it might have been, and is likely
enough, by want of heartiness in many of the members,
and by divisions among themselves, to dwindle and
expire pretty quietly. Yet there is no answering for
anything at present. I am sorry to tell you that Lord
Guildford is thought to be in a very indifferent state
of health.’

' Thomas Paine, author of the Rights of Man. For this publication
he was prosecuted by the Government in December 1792, and was found
guilty, in spite of a brilliant defence by his counsel, Thomas Erskine,
then attorney-general to the Prince of Wales. Erskine was removed
from his office for the part he took on this occasion.

2 Horne Tooke, author of the Diversions of Purley. He was tried for
high treason in 1794, was defended by Erskine, and acquitted.
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¢ Tuesday. I have done a grea't deal of business to-
day. I began by sitting for my picture. It is only
chalked out this sitting, but Lawrence does a great
deal more in chalk than is usual, and makes out the
likeness completely before he begins to paint. What
he has done appears to me very like.’

¢ May 12.

“France is in a state of perfect confusion. The late
disasters! seem to have shaken the popularity of the
Jacobin party, and will probably give some advantage
to those who have rather more moderate views of Gov-
ernment ; but I think it very doubtful whether much
progress will be made towards a real settlement of the
country, as anarchy seems so thoroughly established in
the constitution and character of the people them-
selves, that mo form of government can make much
difference without such a force to assist it as cannot
be expected at present. The Kings of Hungary and
Prussia will probably endeavour to take something
‘from them which they wish for, and will leave them to
settle their own troubles as they like ; but no political
spaculation or red iction is worth a farthing, and I not
only do not attempt to look forward, but do not listen
to the wisest of those who do.’

' The French army, which, under General Lafayetua had invaded
Flanders at the end of April, had been repulsed in various engagements
with the Austrians.
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¢ London : Monday, May 14, 1792,

¢. « . . There seems reason to apprehend that I may
not get away quite so soon as I was convinced I should
only yesterday. I had a long conversation with the
Duke of Portland this morning on the subject of these
associations, which have come to be thought much
more seriously of than one could so soon have imagined.
In consequence of the part many Opposition members
had taken against these novelties, Pitt desired to com-
municate with the Duke of Portland, telling him that
he had the King’s permission to do so. The Duke and
he met alone. Pitt expressed his satisfaction at the
disposition that had been shown by the Duke and his
friends to co-operate in preserving tranquillity, and
desired that an unreserved communication might take
place on that one point. He then informed him of
the only measure which Government had thought of
maturely ; which is, a proclamation against seditious
writings and publications, and calling on the magis-
trates to be vigilant in suppressing any appearance of
tumult if it should be necessary.  This is intended to
bring the matter immediately before Parliament, as the
proclamation will be communicated to the Houses and
become the subject of addresses in which Parliament
may express its sense on these proceedings, and show
the disapprobation which all parties entertain of them.
" I believe this to be a good measure, as the reformers
will at any rate be active on their side, and would draw
many to their measures if nothing is done to counter-
act them; and the notice bestowed by King and
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Parliament, with a general concurrence of respectable
people of all descriptions, will at least induce the
public to consider the subject as serious, and to
deliberate well before they pledge themselves thought-
lessly to all this mischief. Pitt proposed that the
principal members of Opposition should 'attend the
Privy Council when the proclamation was ordered, and
he offered to make those Privy Councillors whom the
Duke should recommend for that purpose. This was
very properly declined, as it was thought that our con-
currence would have more weight and do more good if
any appearance of union or junction with ministry
should be avoided, as it might be subject to misinter-
pretation. If it had not been for this delicacy, you
might have directed your next letter to a Right
Honourable. The rest of the measure was approved of,
and will be executed this week, probably on Thursday.
Pitt told the Duke that he had undoubted information
of many foreigners who are employed to raise sedition
in England, and that money is sent from France to
assist in this attempt. Several other measures were
talked of as in contemplation, but not yet reduced into
form, or indeed maturely considered. The Duke
acquainted Fox with this communication ; but he said
he saw no danger to warrant any unusual measure, and
declined taking any part in support of what is proposed
either in Parliament or elsewhere. This is the state of

things, and the moment seems so critical that the Duke
~ expressed the strongest objection to my leaving town
while this matter is depending. You will perceive that
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there is a thorough schism in the party. I flatter
myself I am in the much most numerous, as well as
respectable, side ; but as it appears that much good
may be done by the members of Opposition discoun-
tenancing these mischievous proceedings, there cer-
tainly never was an occasion where every individual
voice was of more consequence. It seems just possible
that the proclamation and addresses, which will certainly
take place this week, may include all that will be
expected of us, in which case I shall still keep my
time; but I confess I think it more probable that
things should continue a week or two longer in such a
state as to render my departure extremely improper. . . .’

‘London : Thursday, May 17, 1792.

¢The proclamation is not yet out, and I imagine
there is some hitch in it. I am sorry for it on two
accounts—first, because I think it a right measure and
likely to do good, but that the effect is a good deal
weakened by delay, especially after it is publicly ex-
pected ; secondly, because it delays my departure.
There seems no chance now of any measure coming into
the House of Commons this week on this subject; and
it is the general opinion that some regular discussion or
other should take place there on this matter before the
end of the session. In my opinion every day that is
lost does mischief, for while nothing is done on one
side, the greatest possible activity is used on the other ;
and many persons who might be startled if they saw
that the thing was thought serious by almost the
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whole of the House of Commons, are daily dropping in
to the reforming societies without learning that they
are taking any important step ; and when once they get
afloat at all, they are sure of going down the stream
wherever it may lead them. Our neighbour, David
Earl of Buchan, is one of their number ; and I am sorry
to see a more considerable person has lately added his
name—I mean Professor Miller of Glasgow. Lord
Lauderdale was his pupil, and lived, I believe, in his
house while at college, and it is through that connec-
tion, I suppose, that he has been drawn into the
Association, probably on a very fallacious account of its
tendency and a very imperfect notion of its conse-
quences. . . . Some of us, who disapprove of the
Association and of Parliamentary reform, and think
much as we do about the times, object, however, to the
proclamation as too personally hostile to our old
friends. Lord North, I believe, suggested the diffi-
culty, and Adam is of that opinion, and probably
several others. This has been mentioned to Govern-
ment, and it is possible it may have made them hesi-
tate about taking the measure without a more general
promise of support. The fact is, however, that since
the proclamation was returned by the Duke of Portland
with a few amendments and with the approbation of
those whom he had consulted, we have heard nothing
further from ministry, and do not positively know what
they mean to do. The forged news from India appears
to have been a stock-jobbing fraud, and has succeeded,
as it is said, in occasioning the loss and the gain of a
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great deal of money. It has exposed Dundas to some
ridicule on account of the violent exultation with which
he received the account. When he read the letter he
called out—¢ Damn them (meaning the Opposition),
here is a bone for them to gnaw at.” He set off imme-
diately in a chaise and four for Kew, to carry the news to
the King in person. He was met on the road tearing
full gallop by the Speaker, and Dundas put his body out
of the chaise, and waved his hands over his head by way
of huzzaing, hallooing out that Seringapatam was taken.
All this is more natural than dignified, and somehow or
other it diminishes one’s confidence in statesmen to see
them so like common men, or rather common boys.
But this is a reproach which fits statesmen of all sides
in this natural, and therefore boyish country. How-.
ever, I think it not only a defect in dignity, but a real
defect in more important requisites of a statesman, that
he should be much and violently affected, and thrown
off his bias, by events either good or bad. He should
preserve equanimity, and discover neither great exulta-
tion nor great depression in any circumstances, if he
would be thought very superior to those whom he
governs, and worthy of trust in difficult times. At the
India House the news was told to the proprietors, who
happened to be assembled for a ballot, wich three
cheers.

‘I went with Sir George (Cornewall) to Eton on
Tuesday, and gratified my curiosity concerning the
future haunts of the boys. Nothing can be more
charming to the eye than the whole scenery of Eton,
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and if place can make a difference in the happiness of
that age, I shall feel great comfort in the local merits
of Eton. I was happy indeed to see that there is every
appearance in the boys themselves of the highest health,
and of the greatest satisfaction and enjoyment of their
situation. . . . We invited a large party to dinner—
viz. James Harris, Sandy Douglas, four Mundys, and
Lord Maitland. . . . Lord Maitland is but eight years
old, and although he has been at school these six
months, there was not one of the company who had even
heard his name or known him before. It seems a most
strange and monstrous plan, or rather total want of plan,
to throw such a child as that alone upon that world,
to shift for himself in learning, in principles, in habits,
in everything. It seems to me very like the conduct
of those birds who lay their eggs upon the sand, and
leave the sun to hatch them, and chance to rear the
young. Lord Lauderdale persuades himself that it is a
right thing to make a boy fight his own way, and take
his chance in the world ; but I cannot help thinking
that there is less system and principle in this method,
than want of instinct and natural affection.’

‘London: May 19, 1792.
¢. . . There is some expectation of the proclamation
this evening, but it is not certain, but there have been
strange events and surmises within these two days.
The Chancellor actually gave in his resignation yester-
day, but was prevailed on by the King to remain; but
whether only for a time or for good is not kmown.
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There is a very strong and general idea t“at some
change or other is approaching. The King is supposed
to want to get rid of Pitt, but dares not in these times.
Pitt and the Chancellor are so ill together, that it seems
impossible for them to hold together long. The divi-
sion in our party is not so inveterate, but is equally
certain on this new subject of reform, and I do not see
how any strong government can be made of such
materials as compose all the parties now existing.
You see the impossibility of my coming just at this
moment. Do not quote me for more than the resig-
nation of the Chancellor, and the breach between him
and Pitt.
‘London : May 22, 1792.

¢ The proclamation appeared yesterday, and was
laid before the House. The address is to be moved
upon it on Friday. . . . The Chancellor is decidedly
turned out—that’s to say, he has received an intimation
from Dundas, as Secretary of State, that he may retire.
He may, perhaps, continue to sit in Chancery in order
to wind up the business of the Court, but he is certainly
dismissed, and it was even understood that he was to
give up the seals last night. There has long been,
indeed I believe from the beginning, a decided hostility
between Pitt and him; some recent provocations from
the Chancellor in opposing some of Pitt’s Money Bills,
seem to have made the cup that was full before at last
run over. It is thought the seals will be put in com-
mission. . . . It is supposed that a few (I suppose
very few) of the Chancellor’s friends will follow him
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and go out of office. The public, of course, speculate
on further coalitions ; but I am convinced that nothing
of that sort is possible, and that although our party is
almost as much broken up as the cabinet was, no part
of it will think of going into office without the other.
I have, at the same time, no doubt that the Duke of
Portland and his friends would by no means be unac-
ceptable to the King, and perhaps not to Pitt.’

‘London: Thursday, May 24, 1792.

¢I cannot afford you five minutes to-day, but I hope
our correspondence is at length drawing to a conclu-
sion. . . .

¢I sent you the proclamation last post ; anaddress is
to be moved on it to-morrow, and both the proclamation
and address have been communicated to, and suited to
the taste of, the Duke of Portland and some of his
friends. All the alterations made in it were suggested
by me, and approved by all those who attended the
meeting. That part of our party, however, who are re-
formers, are violent in abusing this measure, which
might be expected; but they have, I fear, drawn in
several of those who disapprove of reform, associations,
ete., to object to the proclamation, which will very much
weaken the effect intended by it. It was thought
advisable that some pretty solemn warning should be
given to the country that mischief is afloat, and that
the union of all parties in opposing sedition and con-
fusion should induce the people to consider well at least
what they are about before they took a part in promo-
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ting the various schemes that are offered to them. A
proclamation from the King, backed by addresses from
the two Houses, and supported by men of all descrip-
tions in Parliament, was thought likely to do good;
and I think it as good a measure for the purpose as
could have been adopted, it being always difficult to
know how to counteract that sort of mischief which does
not amount exactly to a legal crime. We are to have
a curious meeting this evening at Fox’s, of reformers
and anti-reformers; that is, of Grey and his party, and
the Duke of Portland and us who are against these
irregular measures. The intention of Fox is to prevent
things going to extremities to-morrow in the debate,
and to soften, at least, all personal asperity that a dif-
ference on this subject might lead to. Fox is in a
difficult and uncomfortable situation, and has reason to
apprehend the loss of half his present support, on one
side or the other, whatever he does. He endeavours to
trim, which is not natural to him, and he does not do it
well. He does not sign the Association on one hand,
but on the other he defends it, and all the measures
they have taken, and he handles pretty roughly the
opposition we are making to it. If this matter con-
tinues long to be a principal object of our politics, a
total separation of the party will be impossible to avoid ;
but as few subjects hold very long, it is no doubt desir-
able to preserve good blood amongst us, that we may
not be entirely disabled from reuniting on other points
after this foolish business is at rest. However, it will,
I think, be difficult to bring about much conciliation
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in the business we are to meet on to-night, or to avoid
a considerable risk of greater sharpness and alienation
than has yet taken place. Notwithstanding this,I have
an engagement with Grey to go with him to the north,
if we can agree about the day. The only business here
of my own which is not finished is my picture.’

¢ London: Saturday, May 26, 1792.
¢ Yesterday is over, and I have not said a syllable,
which on the whole is, I think, the worst of my delin-
quencies in that way. I passed my time pleasantly at
home all the morning in expectation, and, as I con-
ceived, in the certainty of speaking; and I passed from
five o'clock in the evening till four in the morning
equally pleasantly in momentary hope of getting up the
whole of that time. I ought to be in perfect despair
about speaking, from the experience of late years, and
of none more than the present ; for I cannot complain
either of want of leisure or opportunities, or any other
impediment. I certainly have some impediment in
my speech, however, or other; yet I go on with some-
thing like a hope that I may do better next year, and
make one trial of one session in speaking on all occasions
well or ill, but above all 4ll, for that is the only true
and good speaking ; and if I fail entirely either by not
speaking at all or by continuing to speak ill the whole
of a session, then to go out and make room for Elliot or
some other impudent and loquacious fellow.
¢ What has passed on the subject of the Association
and the proclamation has obtained the greatest possible
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credit with the country and the House for the Port-
land part of our party, and will go further than any-
thing that could have happened to reconcile both King
and people to that branch of us, and it is by very much
the most numerous. We have given the strongest
proof that the country is safe in our hands from those
dangers of schemes and popular projects and irregular
practices, the fear of which has so much alienated the
sober part of the nation from our whole party. But I
trust it will not divide us, and I am really sincerely
glad that it will not ; both because I like Fox and think
his abilities necessary to the country if kept in a good
direction, and because I have always thought that a
connection such as the Whig party is a very desirable
thing for the country whether they he in or out. Strong
professions of this sort were made on both sides of our
divided party yesterday. The associations have taken
as moderate a tone as they can. I think what has
passed has done good in this respect, and they must
see 8o plainly that this business threatens dissolution
to Fox’s party that I am persuaded they will slip out
of it pretty quietly next year, after losing the first
motion they make for reform. Ifeel all notion of Par-
liament and of business off my mind for this year, and
my thoughts are all bent on home.’

‘ London : May 29, 1792.
¢Mr. Grey, who is to be my fellow-traveller, has
obliged me once more to defer my setting out till
VOL. II. D
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Sunday, as he has a meeting of the Friends of the
People to attend on Saturday.’

¢ Monday, May 31, 1792.

¢. . . I was up at six this morning, in order to sit to
Lawrence at seven. My picture is perfectly like at
present ; and if it turns out a capital picture I have
thought of playing Coutts a trick, and having a copy
done for him, and presenting you with this.

¢ The times are full of speculation on politics; but I
see no more reason to expect that things will come to a
point now than six months hence; and it would be
quite endless to stay here on that account. I suspect
strongly that the breach in our party is incurable,
although much has been said to keep us together, and
there is a real unwillingness on all sides to come to a
ruptyre—some thinking it disadvantageeus to their
own interests to lose the benefit of our numbers and
weight, and others thinking it disadvantageous to the
country to dissolve the only connection that has ever
professed anything like a public principle, and most of A'
us having a real feeling of attachment even to those
from whom we differ at present. However, we differ so
widely and so fundamentally, and I fear there is also
in some such a design of setting up a new head and a
geparate interest in the party, instead of the Duke of
Portland, that I think it very unlikely that a total and
open rupture should be avoided. I think it equally
unlikely, not to say impossible, that either half shall,
with any advantage to the public, or credit and com-
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“fort to themselves, form any new connection, or have a
share in any administration. There is, however, reason
to believe, or rather to know, that such an event has
been thought of as desirable by the present ministers,
or at least some of them. Dundas has certainly thrown
out such an idea; but I do firmly believe it to be, im-
possible, at least in the present circumstances. What
is to happen in this eventful world a twelvemonth
hence, my eyes are too shortsighted to conjecture.’

D 2
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CHAPTER II.

Sir GiLBeRT left London for Minto on the 2nd of June.
During the recess he received accounts of the political
situation from various friends who remained in or
near London; selections from whose letters are now
given very nearly in the order in which they were re-
ceived, and among these will be found some character-
istic notes from Lady Malmesbury to her sister.

The political letters give us the deliberate opinions
of a certain school of politicians on the exigencies of
the time. In Lady Malmesbury’s letters we are re-
minded of the circumstances which were daily mould-
ing those opinions ; she wrote as they reached her the
reports of the hour—reports often false and exagge-
rated, yet accepted as authentic in the political society
of London; and in these we see the fuel which made
the fire burn—in other words, we learn the facts, real
or so-called, which were exciting the passions of a
whole people, not excepting the class which pretended
to think for the people.

Mr. Elliot of Wells was perhaps more than any one
in the confidence of Burke at this time. ¢Burke’s
admiration of Elliot is extreme, and nothing can be
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more perfect than his character,” wrote Sir Gilbert in
one of his letters to his wife; ‘and his judgment is
strengthening considerably, though he will probably
never venture far out of truisms.’” It may be thought
that the letters of his now given verify in some degree
Sir Gilbert’s prediction; but, as even truisms have
their day, they may be worth reé,ding when they have
grown unfamiliar to our ears ; and such questions as
those discussed in the following correspondence—ques-
tions concerning the rights and relative duties of
governments and subjects—which resolved themselves
into the one question, as to whether political institu-
tions are made for man, or man for the institutions,
will never again be viewed from the point whence
Burke and his friends considered them.

Fox said of Windham that he owed his fame to his
¢having been much frightened;’ but in the letters
before us, fear is not the predominating sentiment,
rather a firm resolution to defend, at all risks and costs,
the constitution which the writers believed to embody
the spirit of English liberty—a spirit not the less free
because self-reverent and self-controlled.

To this end they were prepared to suspend the action
of the institutions themselves; and the alarm with
which they beheld the events that necessitated such
measures never shook their faith in the worthiness of
the object to be defended, or led them to shrink from
the duty which they thought it behoved them to do.
It is remarkable that while in all discussions of the
politics of this period Burke and Fox are accepted as



38 LIFE AND LETTERS [1792

the representatives of the opinions of their respective
parties, neither of them was in perfect unison with his
own so-called followers. Burke far exceeded his
friends in his vehement hatred of the principles of the
Revolution, and in the ardour with which he advocated
¢strong measures’ abroad and at home. Fox, on the
other hand, never shared the extreme views of those
whose influence over him had perhaps a greater part
in his rupture with his old connections than difference
in fundamental principles. Who was right ? who was
wrong ? will be debated as long as the antagonistic
opinions exist which were attacked and supported by
Burke and Fox; but amid the long array of statements
and arguments brought forward in support of either
view, two propositions seem incontrovertible—1. That
the French Revolution did not give liberty to the
continent. 2. That strongly-repressive measures did
not stifle liberty in England.

If these points be admitted, it ensues that Burke
had the clearest insight into the ultimate consequences
of the French Revolution; for on that wide-spread
destruction he saw that no healthy organism would
grow. Philosopher as he was, his antagonism to the
revolutionary doctrines was much less philosophical
than practical ; he dismissed their metaphysics with
scorn, and attacked the inevitable mischief of their
results.

Fox had the truest appreciation of the causes which
led to the French Revolution, and the most generous
sympathies with its origin and tendencies. To him
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¢the light that led astray was light from heaven. To
Burke all lights were ignes fatui, except the She-
chinah which shone from the ark of the Constitution.
Fox abhorred a war against a people struggling for
liberty. Burke would have waged ten thousand wars
rather than risk the loss of English liberty in license.
To save England from the infection of revolutionary
doctrines the war began; and before it ended, the
despotism which Burke had foretold had enslaved the
continent, and was persistently opposed by England
alone ;' the Tories, who then directed her councils,
being described by Madame de Staél as ¢les Whigs de
UEurope’ Before the storm had ceased to rage the
chief part of the statesmen on whose heads it had burst
had passed away—Pitt, Fox, Burke, Windham, Elliot,
were no more; and when condemning the arbitrary
policy inaugurated by the administration of Mr. Pitt
in 1793, it is only fair to remember that that policy
was felt to be exceptional, and to be directed against
temporary dangers. Its effect on the national cha-
racter was therefore widely different from what it would
have been had the same restrictions been imposed by a
despotic government for its own ends. Those who
J ¢« And we are left, or shall be left, alone;

The last that dare to struggle with the foe.

*Tis well! from this day forward we shall know

That in ourselves our safety must be sought ;

That by our own right hands it must be wrought ;

That we must stand unpropped, or be laid low.

O dastard, whom such foretaste doth not cheer!’

‘W orDswoRTH—Extract from Sonnet dedicated to
Liberty. November 1806.
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framed and those who suffered under the new laws
were equally engaged in a life-and-death struggle with
a gigantic enemy. The measures which cramped and
confined the free action of Englishmen were designed
as walls and ramparts against a foreign foe. When he
fell they were doomed. Within a year after the peace
of 1815, the writings of Cobbett, pointing out Parlia-
mentary Reform as the only certain cure for mis-
government, were being read throughout the land ; and
the popular party, ever increasing till it included the
bulk of the people, prepared to take up the work, and
ultimately to decide the questions which at the close
of the last century had been the subject of political
discussion and parliamentary warfare.

William Elliot of Wells to Sir Gilbert Elliot.

‘ Reigate: June 11, 1792,

‘My dear Sir Gilbert,—I came here on Thursday.
Lord Malmesbury arrived within three hours after
your departure, and was much disappointed at missing
you. I had only an opportunity of seeing him for a
few minutes, but I thought he looked remarkably
well, and is, like yourself, grown fat. Before I left
London I called at Burlington House. The Duke, I
perceive, continues to wish anxiously for an arrange-
ment with the ministry, including Fox. Nevertheless,
Fox’s sentiments respecting the French Revolution
seem to raise an unsurmountable bar against his ad-
misgion to office. An administration founded on dis-
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cordant principles could not fail at the present junc-
ture of producing the most calamitous consequences to
the country; and it is too evident that, if Fox were
now to come into power, he must necessarily be in per-
petual conflict with the rest of the cabinet upon the
topic of France, which is of late become so important
an object as to involve in it almost the whole system of
our politics, both foreign and domestic. It is con-
sequently believed that the great seal will be put into
commission for some months. Lord Loughborough
cannot accept it without the direct requisition of his
friends ; and the Duke of Portland is not much
disposed to promote such a measure.

. . .

¢The most interesting intelligence I have to send you
is that of the secession of five meinbers from the
Association of the Friends of the People. The five
were Baker, Christian, Dudley North, Courtenay, and
Lord John Russell.

. . . . .

¢We are to have a meeting at Epsom on this day
se’n-night for the purpose of voting an address of
thanks to the King for the proclamation which I be-
lieve will be carried without opposition.’

‘London: June 19, 1792.
¢My dear Sir Gilbert,—I came to town yesterday
evening after the meeting at Epsom, where an address
to the King was voted, with only six dissenting voices.
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Its principal opposers were Sir Joseph Mawbey and
My, Horne Tooke; the former of whom was not heard
at all, and the latter was soon interrupted, in con-
sequence of his presenting a letter to Lord Onslow from
Mr. Paine; after which he was hooted down, and the
letter, without being permitted by the meeting to be
read, was delivered into the custody of the sheriff.
Lord William Russell expressed a strong disapprobation
of the proclamation, but said that since the measure
had been adopted he should vote for the address. This
seems odd logic, but it is nevertheless the logic of
- Bedford House, which is at present very fluctuating
and unsettled in its politics. Francis was at the meet-
ing, but did not vote. I afterwards dined with him at
Mr. Johnson’s on Putney Common, where I left him
bewailing the degenerate and base servility of the times.
After I got to town I called at Burlington House, but
as the Duke was not alone I had no particular conver-
sation with him. However, I breakfasted with Lord
Malmesbury this morning, and he read to me from his
memorandum-book all that has passed since I last
wrote to you. There has been a direct proposition
from Pitt for a coalition. The last conference upon
the subject was between Lord Loughborough and Pitt,
who supped together on Thursday night at Dundas’s.
Lord Loughborough asked Pitt whether the intimation
which had been made to the Duke of Portland was
known to the King. Pitt's answer was that the
proposal did certainly not proceed from the express
command of his Majesty, but that he had reason to



Er. 41] MR. ELLIOT TO SIR GILBERT 43

believe that the coalition would be very acceptable
both to the King and to the Queen. Lord Lough-
borough then mentioned the necessity there seemed for
including Fox in any arrangement that might take
place. Pitt, I understand, acknowledged that he had
thought the breach which existed in the party was
greater than it really proved to be; but at the same
time he declared that nothing had ever passed between
Fox and himself in the House which could induce him
to wish, upon any personal ground, to exclude Fox
from a share in the government. The difficulty would
be where to place him, and that also the King might
have some hesitation upon the subject, in consequence
of some of Fox’s late declarations upon French and
some other topics. He said likewise, that if such an
arrangement had been proposed in November last, all
impediments on this head (I mean on Fox’s admission
into power) would have been easily obviated, as the
King would not then have felt indisposed to Fox—his
conduct in the year ’83 and during the time of the
discussion about the Regency being entirely obliterated
from the Royal memory. The present difficulty would
probably arise from the opinions which Fox has
delivered in the last session of Parliament. I do not
find, however, that Pitt by any means deemed this an
insurmountable obstacle. Lord Loughborough, towards
the close of the conversation, suggested to Pitt the
principal topics upon which an explanation with
ministers would be necessary before any arrangement
could be effected ; amongst which, I believe, he men-
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tioned French politics, the reform of Parliament, and
the slave-trade. Pitt said that the slave-trade was a
point on which both parties must make concessions.
There has as yet been no explanation between the Duke
and Fox. That, however, will be an essential step, and
the points upon which I understand an explanation is
likely to be demanded on the side of the Duke, will be
the affairs of France, the reform of Parliament, the
repeal of the Test Act, the slave-trade, and the repeal
of the Act against the Unitarians. Fox does not seem
averse to coming into office, but Lord Malmesbury told
me that the first time he conversed with him upon the
subject he was very impracticable on many points.
He had some short discourse with him a second time,
and then he was rather more tractable. To-morrow is
a court-day, and as the King will be in town, it is
possible the negotiation may be resumed. Lord
Malmesbury says he will write to you on Thursday. I
shall stay in town for a day or two, and you may
depend upon hearing from me if I should have any
news to send you. Farewell; I wish you may be able
to read what I have written. The truth is, I did not
come in till a quarter past five,and T have still to dress
for dinner. I am to dine at Burlington House.—Your
ever affectionate ' ‘W. E’

. ‘Reigate: June 29, 1792,
¢ My dear Sir Gilbert,—I have still to thank you for
your letter of the 15th, which I found here upon my
return from town on Saturday, and which I intended
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to have answered by Monday’s post, but was prevented.
I had, however, little news to communicate, since I left
things precisely in the same state as when I wrote to
you on Thursday, no further intelligence having been
received at Burlington House from ministry at eleven .
o’clock on Friday night. The King is not unacquainted
with the negotiation, as he has mentioned it to one or
two of his friends in terms which betrayed no aversion
to the measure. The Duke and Fox had a long con-
ference in the middle of the last week ; and the Duke
told me, that in the course of it, after talking of the
many difficulties attending a coalition, Fox said, « It is
8o d—d right, to be sure,that I cannot help thinking
it must be,” or words to that purpose. But I did not
learn that they came to an explanation on any contro-
verted topics. In truth, the more the obstacles which
oppose a junction with ministers, including Fozx, are
considered, the more insuperable they appear. If a
treaty should be fairly set on foot, it is likely to be
deemed an essential condition that Pitt should quit
the Treasury, and that at least a neutral person should
be placed there. Thisis a concession which Pitt, in the
plenitude of his power, can scarcely be expected to
make without reluctance ; and even if he himself were
inclined to it, it is not probable that his friends will
readily be brought to grant their concurrence to so
great a sacrifice. Indeed, I cannot help believing that,
if Pitt should consent to relinquish his situation, he
would feel less objection to resigning it to the Duke of
Portland than to anybody else; and such an event is
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certainly devoutly to be wished. But admitting this
part of the negotiations to have the most favourable
issue, there must arise another difficulty, which the
Duke sees in the strongest colours; I mean the arrange-
ment of Pitt and Fox, not only in the Cabinet, but in
the House of Commons. For, supposing Pitt to be
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Fox to be Secretary
of State ; or supposing them both to be Secretaries of
State—one for the Home, and the other for the Foreign
Department ; Pitt has been so long established as the
leader in the House of Commons that it seems impos-
sible that, whilst he holds any high and conspicuous
office in it, he should not retain that pre-eminence
which is at present in a manner attached to his cha-
racter. And this kind of distinction and precedence on
the part of Pitt cannot fail of being unpleasant and
mortifying to Fox. It is also doubted whether Fox
may not insist upon bringing in Sheridan, and perhaps
some other of his friends, though I do not know that
he has yet directly intimated such a proposition.
Sheridan might be provided for by some lucrative em-
ployment (for he cannot have a cabinet office), but you
will recollect he belongs to the Association ; and, if that
is to be a rule of exclusion, it will not be easy to decide
upon what principle of justice an exception can be
made in his favour. These of themselves appear to be
impediments of sufficient magnitude to preclude all
chance of an arrangement on the present plan ; but the
most serious and lamentable difficulty still remains un-
touched—namely Fox’s sentiments and declarations
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relative to the French Revolution in the two last
sessions of Parliament. Without a complete recanta-
tion from him on this subject, both in public and in
private, the whole benefit to be derived from a coalition
must inevitably be defeated. The principal objects of
such a measure are to furnish the Government of this
country with the means of preserving tranquillity at
home, and of interposing with effect in the affairs of
the continent. Until order shall be re-established in
France, it is too plain that neither this nation, nor
indeed scarcely any other in Europe, can be reckoned
in a condition of even tolerable safety ; and if England
should not permit the period of her influence to pass
by unexerted, she may, perhaps, by mediation alone,
without resorting to force, be able to restore something
in the shape of government to France, and may at the
same time be instrumental in preserving Poland from
the oppressive and tyrannical ambition of the Empress.
I remember that last year many of our Gallican en-
thusiasts were strenuous in representing it to be the
right policy of this country to treat the French Revolu-
tion as an event purely of a domestic nature, and un-
likely to produce, at least for many years, any very
important external consequences. I confess I never
could prevail on myself to think this doctrine, which
teaches us to regard England as completely separated
from and wholly unbiassed by the interior politics of
France, sound in point of theory; and it is, beyond
dispute, historically false.! We know that even in the

! Burke, writing to Lord Grenville almost at the same time, says, ‘I
perceive that much pains are taken by the Jacobins of England to pro-
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proudest days of her despotism, France operated as
much by her example as by her arms. She presented
to the world a splendid and a stately fabric, which
attracted the admiration and imitation of surrounding
courts. The liberty of England was in peculiar danger
from her influence; and it seems somewhat pre-
sumptuous to imagine that we shall be less sensible to
the contagion of a system certainly more flattering to
the natural dispositions of mankind, and formed upon
principles seducing and corrupting to the taste and
morals of society. It is surely not a rational specula-
tion to believe that a grea} and striking change, or
rather inversion, both of government and opinion, can
be accomplished in a vast and flourishing country like
France, the Greece of modern Europe, without exciting
some sympathy of spirit among nations which have for
centuries acknowledged her as their mistress in man-
ners, arts, literature, and science. But in truth we do
aetually at this moment feel the weight and power
of her example; and therefore to assume and to act
upon the contrary hypothesis, would be to reject the
pagate a notion that one State has not a right to interfere, according to
its discretion, in the interior affairs of another. This strange notion
can only be supported by a confusion of ideas,’ ete. etc.— Edmund Burke
to Lord Grenville, August 1792. :

Windham’s opinion of the doctrine of non-intervention may be seen
in a letter to Burke, published also in Burke’s correspondence :—* Why
is all right of interference in the affairs of another country, even with-
out the plea of aggression on the part of that country, to be universally
given up? The more I have thought on that opinion, the more satisfied
I have been that it is & mere arbitrary assumption, wholly unsupported

by anything in reason and nature,’ etc. etc.— W, Windham to Edmund
Burke, November 7, 1793.
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testimony of past and present experience. Sheridan, .
in one of his speeches towards the close of the session,
observed that one of the distinguishing excellences of
the English constitution is that it contains the principles
of its own internal correction and amendment, and that
it is, by its very frame and texture, capable of almost
indefinite improvement. The remark must be allowed
to be both beautiful and just. But whilst we have a
French Revolution at our door we are overawed ; the
faculties of our constitution are, as it were, suspended,
and it is bereaved of all its nerve and energy. This
state of privation is in itself alarming, because it leads
to decay. We must then exert our influence, whilst it
remains, to annihilate the source of the danger which
is the object of our apprehensions. If this reasoning
is admissible, you will grant that the advantage to be
expected from a coalition comprehending Fox must
be frustrated unless he should undergo a complete
conversion on the topic of continental affairs. Indeed,
without such an alteration in his sentiments, I do not
see how he can be included in the intended arrange-
ment with safety to his character; for, if he adheres to
his admiration of the French Revolution,and continues
to deny the existence of any peculiar peril in the
temper and disposition of the times, there really is, as
far as relates to himself, no sort of foundation for the
measure ; and the whole transaction can appear to the
public in no other light than as an act of egregious
political profligacy. Should this embarrassment be
found to be unsurmountable, and should it prove fatal
VOL. IL E
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to the present negotiation, another and most momentous
question must of course claim the attention of the
Duke of Portland and his friends—whether an arrange-
ment should be made with ministry, exclusive of Fox?
It is evident that, whilst the party is permitted to
remain on its present footing, its Gallican friends
constitute the most efficient branch of it, and there-
fore have a decided advantage. Fox is usually con-
sidered as the mouth of the party, and it is said that
foreign courts regard him as the entire director of it.
This is very credible, because the same opinion prevails
in' some degree in England, and it is not unnatural
that it should. The great aristocratical leaders of the
Whig interest are not much in the habit of debate ;
and those members of the Whig party in the House of
Commons who differ from Fox in their sentiments on
French politics, speak but seldom, and when they do
they are looked upon by the public rather as expressing
their own 4ndividual opinions, than the sense of a
large description of the body to which they belong.
Thus the French Revolution goes forth to the world
carrying with it in a manner the weight and sanction
of the Whig interest of this country. Under these
circumstances, I cannot resist thinking that it would
be highly beneficial to the nation that the Duke and
his friends should support the Government as an in~
dependent party, unconnected with ministers on the
one hand, and distinct from Fox on the other. But
their conduct in this respect must, to be sure, be regu-
lated by the number of their forces, which, I fear, has
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not of late received any great accession. At least there
are persons who are now clamorous and forward in con-
demning the proclamation that were supposed likely to
have voted for it, if there had been a division upon the
subject in the House. If the Duke should be able to
make a coalition on such terms as would decidedly add
to the future strength of his own party, and at the
same time give vigour to the present councils of the
nation, it would indeed be in every point of view a
most fortunate event. But it must always be remem-
bered that the people are the avowed enemies of coali-
tions ; and if the aristocratical party were to come into
power immediately upon their division from Fox, they
might incur the risk of losing the public confidence,
and of increasing the popularity of the democratic
faction. I fear you will not entirely approve of all
these sentiments, since I must confess they tend to a
separation from Fox, which certainly affords a most
melancholy prospect, both to his friends and to the
country. But I much dread England is at present in
a state in which she has only a choice of evils. I do
not, however, believe that a division from Fox is ever
likely to take place. The personal attachment of the
leaders of the party to him is too strong to admit of it.
Many people seem to think that even the Devonshire
family would be divided upon the subject. The Duke
of Portland desired me to tell you that things were in
so very uncertain a state that he did not see the least
occasion to trouble you to come up at present, but that
he could nevertheless wish you to keep yourself in
52
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readiness. Burke is at Beconsfield. Before he went
he had a long discourse with Lord Malmesbury. The
principal tendency of it was to show that, in case the
negotiations ‘with Ministry should fail, it would be
advisable for the party to request Lord Loughborough
to accept the great seal, in order to open the door to
some future arrangement. They likewise talked a
good deal upon the subject of foreign politics, and the
general state of Europe; and I thought Lord Malmes-
bury seemed to be considerably impressed with the con-
versation. The Revolution Society have lately pub-
lished some of their correspondence with a variety of
the Jacobin Club in France. The publication amounts
to an octavo volume, otherwise I would have sent it
you by the post, as it is a complete illustration of the
means employed for the propagation of French prin-
ciples. Lord Malmesbury says that there was scarcely
a state through which he passed, from Naples to Ostend,
in which there were not emissaries employed by the
French for the purpose of disseminating their new
doctrines. . . . Pray make my kindest love to
Lady Elliot and the children, and believe me ever, my
dear Sir Gilbert, your most affectionate
¢ WirLiam Ervior.

‘ Reigate : July 11, 1792.
¢ My dear Sir Gilbert,—I shall begin by correcting
the passage you allude to in my letter of June 19,
which, from your representation as well as my own
recollection of it, I am sure bears a meaning very dif-
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ferent from that I intended to convey. The points
which I stated, or rather ought to have stated, as pro-
bable topics for explanation between the Duke and
Fozx, I believe, merely occurred to the Duke and Lord
Malmesbury in the course of private conversation, as
subjects upon which it might be necessary to come to
some understanding with Fox, before a Cabinet could
be formed. I certainly did not enter minutely into
particulars on this head, but I had not the least ground
for conjecturing that more would be expected from
Fox than that he should refrain from proposing those
questions, on which there existed a difference of opi-
nion amongst the leaders of the party. The slave-trade,
you will observe, was mentioned by Lord Lough-
borough in his discourse with Pitf, who said it was a
measure on which he thought both sides must make
concessions. ‘

¢As I had some business which carried me to
Croydon on Saturday, I went from thence to town, and
returned on Sunday. I saw the Duke on Saturday
night, from whom I learnt that Lord Loughborough has
had another interview with Pitt, and that the negotia-
tion is at an end. The substance of Pitt’s answer was,
“ That on consulting his friends, he found them very
averse to an arrangement including Fox; that he
believed their objection was principally grounded on
Fox’s declarations and conduct on the proclamation ;
and that upon the whole he did not feel the emergency
of the times to be so urgent as to justify him in adopt-
ing such a measure, contrary to the adwvice and senti-
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ments of his friends. He expressed himself in the
handsomest terms towards Fox, and particularly re-
quested that nothing that passed might be imputed to
any reluctance on his part to act with him, for that if
in the course of events they should ever happen to be
together in administration, there was no man to whom
he should be more disposed to give his implicit and
entire confidence than Mr. Fox. He also desired it to
be understood that, as the measure had not the
sanction of his friends, he had deemed it unnecessary
to trouble the King with it, and that therefore no
difficulty was to be considered as proceeding from that
quarter.” - i

¢ From this circumstance I conclude that when the
King mentioned the subject to some of his friends he
could have had only some general notions of a coali-
tion, and probably did not know what were likely to be
insisted on as the essential conditions of it. The Duke
seems to imagine that ministry have not been quite in
earnest in the negotiation, and that Dundas set it on
foot under an idea that the breach in Opposition was
wider than it has proved to be. However, he still does
not think it impossible that the treaty may be renewed
before the meeting of Parliament, as the affairs on the
continent before that time call so pressingly for the
interference of this country as to render the union of
political parties very desirable even to Pitt. Both the
Duke and Fox concur in esteeming Pitt’s resignation of
the Treasury as a primary and fundamental article in
any arrangement, and I understand Fox rather blamed
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Lord Loughborough for not having sufficiently enforced
that point in his conferences with Pitt. Lord Lough-
borough, I suppose, conceives it to be too great a
sacrifice to expect from Pitt. Though Lord Lough-
borough has conducted himself throughout the whole
mediation with the utmost staunchness and integrity,
yet the Duke, I perceive, considers him as somewhat
biassed towards a coalition by his desire for the great
seal. This, however, the Duke is very delicate of
saying, and particularly desired that any hint he
dropped on this head might be understood to be in the
strictest confidence. I remember Lord Malmesbury
in the beginning of the negotiation appeared to think
that Pitt’s abdication of the Treasury was rather too
strong a concession to extract from him. But I do
nevertheless believe that an arrangement including Fox
would be perfectly impracticable without it. Perhaps
if the Duke and his friends were to join ministry, ex-
clusive of Fox, Pitt’s resignation might not be so imme-
diately requisite, though even in that case it would
certainly be very desirable. Fox is of opinion that
a coalition would be barely feasible with a neutral
person at the head of the Treasury. I breakfasted
with Lord Malmesbury on Sunday morning, but as
Pelham was with him we had no conversation upon any
but general topics. He promised to write to you
before he goes into the country. The Duke also re-
quested me to tell you that it was his intention to
have written to you, but that as he had a good deal of
business to do before he left town, and had related to
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me all the particulars of Lord Loughborough’s last
interview with Pitt, he trusted you would not think
his writing necessary. - Pelham is a great enemy to
the reform. He is, however, no friend to the procla-
mation, and spoke against the address in Sussex; but
I believe he was induced to speak by a fair opening
given him by the Duke of Richmond, which he could
not resist taking advantage of. The Duke of Portland
seems to consider the members of the Association as
- persons entirely separated from the party, and says
though he may not positively mean to shut the door
against their return, yet that, even in that case, he
should not receive them with the same cordiality that
some other persons might be disposed to do. I find
there has been a great meeting in Edinburgh relative
to Parliamentary Reform. The Duke read me a part of
a letter from Sir Thomas Dundas, by which I under-
stand that the anti-reformers, of whom Sir Thomas is
one, wished to adjourn the meeting without coming to
any resolution ; but as they were fearful of not having
sufficient numbers to accomplish so strong a measure,
they determined to endeavour to turn the attention of
the delegates merely to the correction of the acts rela-
tive to the Scotch elections. Harry Erskine has
written to the Duke in terms which give him great
satisfaction. He expresses himself as a general friend to
reform, but is a decided enemy to urging such important
topics at the present critical juncture. I did not see
his letter, as the Duke had lent it to Lord Stormont.
¢Pray remember me most kindly to Sir George
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Cornewall. I am very sorry he has such bad weather
for his excursion. It rains very frequently with us,and
I therefore suppose that with you it pours eternally.
I do not, however, insist upon your communicating
this supposition to my lady, as I know she does not
much approve of insinuations against the climate of
Scotland. Douglas is, I imagine, by this time at
Aberdeen.

‘I am, with love to my lady and all your family, my
dear Sir Gilbert, your ever affectionate

¢ WirLLiam Ervior.

Henry Erskine to Sir Gilbert Elliot.

‘ Edinburgh : June 14, 1792.

¢ My dear Sir Gilbert,—As there is no person with
whom I stand connected by blood, friendship, or
political party, for whom I have a more sincere respect
or to whom I feel a more sincere attachment than
yourself, you will easily believe that I could not chance
to differ from you on any point of great importance
without particular concern, and that, on the other
hand, I must receive a very great degree of satisfaction
in finding that, on any point of consequence, my senti-
ments coincide with yours. I therefore embrace with
eagerness the opportunity your friendship has afforded
me of giving you my opinion and determination on the
very important question that at present so unfortunately
divides our political friends.

¢ For myself, I have ever been of opinion that,
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however excellent the principles of our constitution
may be, it certainly admits (particularly in respect to
Parliamentary representation) of many very salutary
amendments ; and whenever at a proper time, and in
a proper mode, there shall be brought forward a plan
of reformation in that respect, it shall meet with my
cordial support. But I am decidedly of opinion that
this is of all others the most improper ¢ime that such
a plan could have been suggested ; and that the mode
adopted is, at the present conjuncture, the most unfor-
tunate that could have been devised. Though I
rejoice in the downfall of despotism in a neighbouring
kingdom, and am by no means certain that, wildly
democratic as the system which has been substituted
in its place may appear to be, it was in the situation of
that country avoidable, yet I am perfectly certain that
it has excited in the minds of many men in this island
ideas on the subject of government highly hostile to
our happy constitution, and which, if not repressed by
the firmness or moderated by the address of its real
friends, may lead to consequences of the most danger-
ous nature. At such a time, therefore, that gemeral
complaints of the defects of the British Constitution
should have been brought forward from so respectable
a quarter I most sincerely regret; and I still more
seriously lament that the remedy proposed has been
left so vague and undefined ; and, however in other
circumstances I might have been inclined to join the
respectable Association, who from the purest motives
have stirred this business, I have been under the neces-
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gity of not adding my name to the list, though my
attention was called to the business by my brother
Thomas,! with whom it must naturally be my desire to
act so far as my own feelings of duty or prudence will
permit.

¢] am satisfied that the vague and indefinite nature
of the resolutions of that Association will lead all those
whose wild and extravagant notions on the subject of
government are taken from, or at least inflamed by,
several late publications, to join in a general cry of -
reform. They will grapple themselves close to the As-
sociation, till they find (which I trust they will do) that .
the objects they have in view fall short, very far short,
of the high democratic notions to which I have already
alluded ; and thus two very serious evils will arise :—
First, A flame will be excited in the country which the
exertions of the Association will in vain attempt to ex-
tingnish ; and, secondly, Those very individuals who,
independent of their being so committed, would most
probably have been able to quiet the minds and
moderate the exertions of the wilder reformers, will
find that they have lost the confidence of the lower
ranks of the people, by means of which they might
have been able, at some future period of a different
complexion, to have obtained by means of the
moderate sound of the public voice—that rational
degree of reform of which I have already said I really
think that our constitution would admit.

¢ Under these impressions I have resolved (though

! Lord Erskine.
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without any change in my abstract sentiments on the
subject of reform) to join in no public exertion towards
it in the present delicate situation. But, on the con-
trary, so far as I may have any influence, to exert it
for the purpose of moderating the violent spirit of
innovation I perceive, with regret, to be rising in this
part of the United Kingdom ; and so far as lies in my
power to prevent all my friends who, like myself, are
attached to a moderate and constitutional reform, from
exerting themselves to obtain it at a period when their
endeavours would not only lead to a very imminent
political danger, but might tend to preclude the hope
of obtaining, in safer times, those meliorations of which
I think the constitution of this country stands in need
and would admit of, to the effect of renovating, instead
of impairing, the admirable foundation on which it rests.
¢I thus, my dear Sir Gilbert, though very sorely
pressed as I am with the hurry of business, throw out
my ideas on this important subject. I know not pre-
cisely how your ideas on the general subject of reform
may stand, but I have the satisfaction to think that our
line of conduct will be the same. I shall be happy with
your leisure, and with mine, which is now fast approach-
ing, to communicate more particularly on the subject ;
and, in the meantime, with respectful compliments to
Lady Elliot, and kind love to the young folks, I remain,
my dear Sir Gilbert, your very affectionate and faithful
servant, ¢ HENRY ERSKINE.
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Sylvester Douglas to Sir Gilbert Elliot.
LAST ILLNESS OF LORD NORTH.

‘London : Friday, July 27.

¢ Dear Sir Gilbert,—You will be surprised to see this
letter dated from London; but on my arrival at
Gloucester on Wednesday, I found a letter from Lady
K. informing me that Warren had pronounced Lord
Guildford to be in great danger, and desiring me
to come to town immediately. I set out accordingly
without stopping, and found him on my arrival so
weak and °‘so altered that I have not the smallest
hopes of his recovery, though the physicians think
he may continue to languish for some time. Thank
God, he suffers little pain or none, and his mind is in
such a state of mildness and benignity, that to see and
hear him would disarm the rancour of his greatest
enemies, if he, whose character is a total stranger to the
passions of hatred and resentment, can have any enemies
among those who have had an opportunity of knowing
him; except such as have no indulgence for human
frailties, because they are equally devoid of the weak-
nesses and the virtues of humanity. In the present cir-
cumstances, I do not foresee that it will be possible for
me to return to the circuit. You will guess the scene
of distress in this family, and the least I can do is to
share the sufferings which I cannot alleviate. I find
the Duke of Portland is in town, and I hear that the
wish on the part of the ministers still continues to
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obtain some accession from Opposition. I found my
little boy quite well. Give my love to your little boys
and girls, and remember me affectionately to Lady
Elliot.

¢ Ever yours, SyLvEsTER Douaras.’

In August came the terrible news of the massacre of
the Swiss Guard and the removal of the King and
Queen of France from the Tuileries to the Temple. It
is curious to see in the following letter from Lady
Palmerston how few outward signs of the coming cata-
strophe were to be discovered by strangers in the aspect
of Paris only two days before. '

Lord and LadyPalmerston,with their children, having
passed through Paris on their way to Italy,on the 13th
of August Lady Palmerston wrote to Sir Gilbert from
Lyons :—

¢ We got to Paris on the 2nd of August, and meant
to have stayed a fortnight, but we found things in so
critical a state that we were advised to leave it as
soon as possible, and the events we have received an
account of to-day justify the prudence of that advice.
We saw and visited all day, and night, and I really
think this the only town for a gentleman to live in. I
propose taking a fine hotel, and passing my winters there
instead of living in London. Mr. Stanley and Mr.
Crosby were almost the only English there. I went one
day to the Assembly, which to have seen and heard will
be a pleasure all my life. I left it with great regret
on the 7th, and we arrived here on the 12th, having
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had a particularly pleasant journey ; the weather prov-
ing to me what sort of season summer can be. We have
travelled all the way from Calais here without meeting
with difficulty, danger, or inconvenience, except in
leaving Paris, when owing to the postillions carrying us
through the Faubourg St. Antoine, the people sur-
rounded and stopped the children’s coach, but it was
only to prevent their leaving Paris. When they had
obtained their point of carrying them back to the
section, the mob were appeased, and by the good conduct
of the greffier and Monsieur Emmanuel, after an hour
and a half the crowd dispersed, and they set off attended
by eight of the National Guard on horseback, who ac-
companied them almost to the first post. Our anxiety
till they arrived, and we heard they were in safety, you
may easily imagine, for we were particularly advised
not to return. Except that distress, which we brought
entirely on ourselves by not leaving the town a
more quiet way, we have travelled just as we might
have done in England, and the civility we have met
with from all the people in office with whom we have
anything to do is very uncommon.’

In the following month the news of the horrible
¢ September massacres’ filled Europe with dismay.
Lady Malmesbury having seen a letter from Paris,
which came ¢by a private boat, and confirmed the
account of those dreadful events, wrote to her sister as
follows :—
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Lady Malmesbury to Lady Elliot.

¢ They opened the prisons last Monday, and murdered
everybody in them, to the amount as it is said by a
democrat who writes, of 20,000 people. Amongst them,
it is supposed, all the Queen’s ladies, Madame de
Lamballe, etc. etc., and certainly the two Montmorins ;
M. d’Affrey, who deserved it, a8 he betrayed the Swiss
on the 10th. Seventeen people, either French or
foreigners, who had taken advantage of the gates being
opened for a few hours to go out, were driven back and
murdered. It was not over ; and these infernal monsters
had declared, that when they marched to oppose a
foreign enemy they would leave no domestic ones
behind, so probably Paris will be a heap of ashes before
the Duke of Brunswick gets there. . . .

¢ They do not allow any women to go near the Queen,
who is obliged to empty her own slops. She begged
only that a woman might be admitted once a day to
clean her room, and they told her a free people was not
made to serve tyrants.’

¢ Brookwood : September 12, 1792.
¢. . . I saw Lindsay,' who arrived on Saturday from
Paris. He said it was impossible to describe the state
he left it in the Wednesday before. Madame de
Lamballe’s death was too horrid to describe. She would

! Described in an earlier letter by Lady Malmesbury as ¢ Ellis’s half-
brother, the finest of the fine gentlemen, but pleasant.’
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have escaped (for they said they would spare all the
women), but she fell into convulsions, and the people
decided to kill her. They brought her to herself by
all kinds of torments, that she might be sensible before
she died. They then cut out her heart, and afterwards
cut off her head, and deputed six of their ringleaders
to carry these horrid trophies to the Queen; but the
guards at the Temple persuaded them to desist from
this intention. They then carried the head on a pike
to the Palais Royal, where Lindsay was dining with the
Duke of Orleans, and of course started back with
horror, seeing it under the windows. The Duke said
only, “Je sais ce que c’est; ”and then walked into
the next room and sat down to dinner with complete
coolness.! You are to observe she was his sister-in-
law. Lindsay passed by the church when they were
murdering the 160 priests, and heard their groans. In
all about 7,000 had perished when he came away. ILa
Fayette and Lamartine are at Luxembourg, waiting
the Emperor’s orders on their fate, All their com-
panions are released and gone to Holland.

¢Don’t you feel ashamed of having a little French
blood in your veing? I do: et je me tite to find out
whether I have not a natural inclination for murder.’

' In another letter Lady Malmesbury says—‘I knew Madame de
Lamballe very well, She was a silly, good-humoured, inoffensive
woman, I am intimately acquainted with her sister-in-law, Madame de
Carignan, and saw a good deal of her family at Rome ; her two sisters
are married to the two first people of rank there—the Prince Doria and
the Connétable Colonna. I am really grieved for them.’

VOL. II. _ F
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Lord Auckland to Sir Gilbert Elliot.
‘ Hague : September 29, 1792,

¢ My dear Sir Gilbert,—Eleanor and I, and your nine
nieces and nephews, are all well, and as happy as
cheerful minds and the right employment of time can
make us. But all my ideas of happiness are shaken by
the calamitous history of France, every circumstance of
which passes, from day to day, through my hands,
and disturbs my mind both sleeping and waking. It
is not an exaggeration to say that above 20,000 cold-
blooded murders have been committed in that devoted
country within the last eight months, and that above a
million of orphan families have been reduced to
beggary. . . . To this are to be added the proscrip-
tions, emigrations, and banishments; the desolations
still going forward under foreign invasion and civil
fury: and the near prospect of a famine. When we
see all this (not to mention the destruction of all the
statues and palaces) it is impossible not to acknowledge
that we are at best a wretched race of beings, without
any security for the enjoyments, such as they are, that
we possess. But it strikes more particularly those who
know France and its interior ; and I venture to say that
old recollections made you sigh over the downfall and
destruction ¢ de notre bon Henri” on the Pont- Neuf.
Eleanor and I were so familiarised to all the scenes
which have gone forwards, by having travelled so much
through the provinces, by having lived so much with
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the unfortunate prisoners of the Temple, by knowing-
personally many of the victims to the late atrocities,
and by having lived in friendship and correspondence-
with some of them to the last hour, that our life is.
embittered by the details which we receive, and we can
talk of nothing else. I wish I could tell you that
the Duke of Brunswick is advancing rapidly to Paris ; -
but that is not the case. He is, however, advancing.
On the 22nd (our latest accounts from the army) the:
column under General Clairfait was near to Rheims ;
and the main army, after driving Kellerman on the:
20th from a strong post between St. Menehould and.
Dampierre, was moving to Chalons. The delay had.
been occasioned, it some degree, by the extreme wet
weather and badness of the roads, but chiefly by pre--
cautions necessary on the subject of provisions. It is
probable that the next accounts will be of a bloody
kind; but there is every reason to believe that the
French will be defeated. Duke Albert, with 16,000
men, is now before Lille, and has taken omne of the
suburbs ; but the place is strong. A dentist (I'Evesque)
has lately been arrested at Frankfort, and has con-
fessed that he had received 50,000 livres to poison the
King of Prussia. He had passed a part of this summer
at Berlin, and had been recommended to the Princesses,
and employed by them, and was nearly employed by the
King of Prussia. The Jacobin Committee are known

' On July 256 the Duke of Brunswick broke up from Coblentz and
entered France at the head of 70,000 Prussians and 68,000 Austrians
and Hessians. He published at the same time his famous Proclama-
tion,

F2
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to have offered large rewards to anybody who will
assassinate either him or the Duke of Brunswick in their
camp ; the consequence is that every Frenchman, who
approaches on any pretence, is strictly searched. It
is a wonderful circumstance to see a nation in the
eighteenth century so totally lost to every idea of charac-
ter, order, honesty, religion, morality, and humanity.

¢ I hoped to have been re-established about this time
at Beckenham ; but what La Fayette calls “an im-
perious concourse of circumstances ” detains me here,
and I cannot with propriety leave the Hague at present.
I console myself with the hope of passing the next
spring and summer at Beckenham.

¢ Your nieces are growing very tall : they complain
of your want of punctuality as a correspondent.

¢Our love to Lady Elliot, who will have totally
forgotten us all.—Yours very affectionately,

' ¢ AUCKLAND.’

Lady Malmesbury to Lady Elliot.

¢October 16, 1792.
¢ Well, what do you say to the Duke of Brunswick ? !
—this Alexander foiled by a Sans-culotte ? he and his
army are running away as fast as they can, and will cer-
tainly winter in Germany, instead of Paris. The sick

! The Allies commenced their retreat on September 29, having entered
France on July 25. From the time of the retreat of the armies under
the Duke of Brunswick, France was the aggressive power in the war
which desolated the Continent, and until 1814 was not again called
upon to defend her soil against invasion,
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amonnting to ten thousand; and no wonder they had
the dysentery, for they found nothing to eat but sour
grapes in Champagne. The emigrants desert by hun-
dreds, and call it re-emigrating—pretty creatures! On
the other hand, the Austrians do nothing, and the
Frenoh have taken Nice and Worms, and, I daresay, by
this time half the Palatinate. All I grieve at is the
loss of so many innocent victims, for I persist the best
scheme, instead of assisting, would be to draw a cordon
round all France, and block up their ports with fleets,
just as ifit was the plague, and so leave them to destroy
each other, and prevent them doing mischief else-
where.

¢ Lady Palmerston got to Turin a few days before
the Sans-culottes entered Savoy.! She says the whole
of it must fall, as there is no means of defence ; but I
can’t conceive but what a handful of men might stop
an army in those defiles in the Alps.’

The Same to the Same.

‘Bath: Wednesday, October 17.
¢ As you are so much interested about news, I must
just write you a few lines to tell you I received a letter
from Madame de Balbi, from Luxembourg, yesterday.
The Duke of Brunswick having advanced as far as
Chalons, and enclosed Dumouriez in such a manner it

' The French declared war against the King of Sardinia in September
1792, having been previously called on to do so by a Republican Con-
vention in Savoy.
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was impossible he could escape, let him remain peace-
ably thus during six days, and the seventh sent orders
to the Princes to retreat, and followed their example
the next day. As this conduct is incomprehensible,
many people suppose the Duke of Brunswick, in his con-
ference with Dumouriez, obtained from him a promise
that he would with his army go and fetch the King
and bring him to him. The Duke was not certain of
his subsistences. He feared to leave so large an army
behind him, that the massacres would recommence at
Paris, and this made him consent to this arrangement.
But this appears to me like ringing the bell for a ser-
vant to give you the cup that is in your band. The
campaign is decidedly over, and the Princes are
ordered into their winter-quarters out of France.
There is to be a congress at Luxembourg, to be called
Le Congres d’Union. All the powers will send am-
bassadors except France, Poland, and Turkey. In this
congress will be decided Les Indemnités & donner.
She adds, “ @ qui?” which is very true. Monsieur has
been very ill. In short, everything is as bad as pos-
sible ; and Burke, whom I saw this morning, is almost
mad. I feel very sorry for my friends, and it is very
likely that I shall soon be sorry for myself, for the
success of these wretches is our destruction. ... I
hope we shall be the last—as this place is complete re-
tirement !

“Poor Madame de Balbi is in such distress! She
has been obliged to sell everything. She says they
cannot conceive the cause of the Duke’s retreat.
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¢The King’s house at Winchester is fitting up to
receive the priests, and the country begins to dislike
it; I am convinced the very presence of the French is
poison and corruption.’

The Same to the Same.
‘London : Wednesday.

¢ All the world is black, and the alarm is very great
and very general. To give you an idea how serious
the evil is, I will say that even Lord Malmesbury fore-
sees the storm, and you may guess how men’s minds
are when I add that Louisa read to-day, written upon
Privy Garden-wall, ¢ No coach-tax; d—n Pitt! d—n
the Duke of Richmond! no King!” In short, there
is no doubt there will be a struggle. I assure you I
speak the opinion of evreyone I see; and, so far from
being black, I am sure we shall conquer at last, but the
struggle will be a hard one. The people at Brussels
rose and turned out the governors, and set open the
gate for the French. These mean to attack Holland,
which they will certainly carry with as much ease as
they have done the Low Countries; and what then
remains to be done? As for Fox and Grey, I wish
they would utter treason at once, and be beheaded or
hanged. :

‘I heard from two emigrants to-day nothing but
misery and distress. All the Frenchwomen who were
here are gone back to get divorced from their busbands,



72 LIFE AND LETTERS [1792

and by that means keep their estates. Sothe knowing
ones will be taken in by their own laws.

¢There was an outburst of loyalty at the play the
other night—Iloud calls for « God save the King ” before
it was given. It is shameful that, at the Haymarket,
the orchestra is always a quarter of an hour after it is
called before they will play “ God save the King”—
this is a Sheridanism. Did I tell you that he is so
in love with Madame de Genlis’s Pamela! that he
means to marry her if she will have him ?

¢I expect Madame de Coigny here ; she is literally
starving, and this is the only way of feeding a gentle-
woman. Mentz is taken by the French. It does not
appear that either want or disease was the cause of the
Duke of Brunswick’s flight, and he has not alleged
either ; it must either be treachery, bribery, or dis-
sension between the German armies, in which case, in
ten years, France will be the greatest country in
Europe—aso there’s an end of that.’

In these few sentences Lady Malmesbury hit the
very heart of the matter with a precision which Sir
Gilbert’s masculine correspondents failed to attain after
reams of argument, and she disposed of the vexed ques-
tion of party politics in an equally just and summary
manner when she wrote, ¢ The Duke of Portland is our
Duke of Brunswick—no party will be led to victory
by either.’

! Pamela, supposed to be the daughter of Madame de Genlis and the
Duke of Orleans ; married Lord Edward Fitzgerald.
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William Elliot of Wells to Sir Gilbert Elliot.

‘ Reigate : November 19, 1792,

¢My dear Sir Gilbert,—I thank you for your letter
which I received yesterday. . . . I do most perfectly
accord with you in your sentiments concerning the im-
prudence of concessions at the present juncture. Re-
form, as you observe, implies innovation ; and innova-
tion, which is in itself dangerous, cannot fail of leading
to destruction when the people are under the dominion
of frenzy. 1f the discontent proceeded from any specific
grievance, the remedy would be easy ;—you would re-
dress the grievance, and the ill-humour of the people
would subside. But the object of the modern fanatics
is of entirely a different nature. It is much more
capacious and comprehensive in its tendency. Their
scheme amounts to the total and complete subversion
of all existing institutions and establishments. They
say civil society, as it now subsists, is ill constituted,
that it must be pulled down, and reconstructed upon
new principles. In such circumstances all subordinate
~ reforms are worse than useless; they betray weakness
and timidity on the part of the Government without
conciliating the mind of a single insurgent. To con-
cede, therefore, at this moment is to surrender. If you
concede with a view to prevent contest, the concession
must include nothing short of the whole. . . . The
spirit of sedition has now been evidently advancing in
this country for two years past, and yet no means have
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been employed to oppose it except the proclamation,
the permanent efficacy of which much depended upon
subsequent events. It clearly showed the sense of the
higher orders of the people; and, if the great leading
political interests in the State could have afterwards
been immediately united, I do believe the virtue,
wisdom, and property of the nation so embodied, and
ready to be exerted on any pressing emergency, would
have exceedingly awed and checked the proceedings of
the unsound part of the community. As it is, however,
the proclamation has lost its influence on the minds of
the lower classes, and perhaps it for some months served
to lull the upper ranks intoa dangerous sense of security.
Europe seems menaced with universal convulsion and
change ; England, I much dread, must expect her share
of the calamity. Recent examples prove that no go-
vernment can now resist the insurrection of its own
subjects without at the some time encountering France.
The French are a part of the seditious in every country ;
this is their mode of conquest. It is so that they have
conquered Avignon,! Savoy, Brabant ; and Montesquieu
stands at this moment impeached by the Convention
for not pursuing the same method of victory at Geneva.?
When once political seduction is systematically prac-
tised, armies and navies will be but brittle weapons. I
will, however, dwell no longer upon this gloomy pros-

! The French had annexed Avignon and the Venaisin, which state
belonged to the Pope, in 1791. This was their first act 